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P.lllf l 

OIAPUR I 

al::Oi'TlQ&J. A. !lai.LD!S• 'DIVELOPWEI! ..,f T::Z f E IU'1'. 

tM perl~ in \bl b.1~\or7 of Jewiab olbl• exeg~•1• 

wbiob Ngan wt\b Sa.tl&la &Di OODll) D 7 k.n :>WD a..: "lb• per1o4 

ot !Nu,• •aa u.aractert■•t b7 \be ett)rt to ln\erpret 

\be Bll»l• \ext from a rat1Jnal p .>i ut of vi••. 1rr••peo\1ft 

wbetber the red'lllt• arr1n4 at bara:>ni1e& •1th :>r ••re lD 

eontrad1c~1on to \bll tra41\1onal tnterpreta\1Jna of tba\ 

lq. be •or4 PIIMS beo ... tbe ■lo«an lf ,be new aob1>l l 

ot •••g•u•. fbeu cb1•f eff :>rt • • t::, pt at tb• r,r1&ar7 

• t.D.tng 0 1 t b• BU.le ten. untra:ael•t b7 tu IU.4rutllo 

U'p l ~1tl lD8 ::,f thAl l r 4aJ• 

1D Saa41a ~•on tb1a Pt■llal wn4eno7 flnd. .1 1 t ;, flr :s t 

an4 lte m, _t o:,mpeunt repr • enta t1••• l D nl • .U-alalo 

tranalat1Jn ::,f the j lble t oe new teD4eno7 of ra\i )nal.laa 

o,me■ tnt::, bo14 rel ief . •s aa41a• ~ tranala~1,n•. v1t• 
Cl) 

Ba/ctMr, "11b,wa thAI a ... oba raoteriatio •• b.1 .a 31bl• eugeala, 

~ far as 1 t 1s known trom th• extant trapent:1 of hi• 

c::,zmnentar 1• • • and f rom hia cbie! re1 1g1)-,Woaopb1oal 

work. lh• cba.racter1 t tic 1e bi ,j rationalu■; Na:t :>n i d t , r 

bi ~ tb• baa1s •••n 1D Scriptural eze veat1; an4 in acc :>rd.ano• 

•1t h it tbe exp, o1t1::,n ::, f t he tut mus t o:,nta1n Dl tblna 

t hat 13 obaoure or tbai o,ntratlct• logical t boqbt.• 

(I) 1~ art. Bible ..:ie pe•i~ , p. I66a . 



a. 
Iv.\ \Illa rau :,11&11••• ~ blob became \be s t andard 

and t ~• char cte r 1~t t o :,t t ~• ,_._, J OhJQl :>t uege•1 ~, 

ba4 ft1'7 4et1D11e 11.al\■• 'fbe■e w - "'' DJ\• ■pec1t1cal17, 

t,r tbe7 g,ffrn \be rat1 )Dalla■ ot Mo■•• ~lmobl ant of 

bla ti tre, 1D t'fbi.Cb •• an .,..1a1.1, lDteree,,4. Tbe 

41T1M :>rlgln of tbe .3lble waa DJ\ 4 "1bted . fJ•tn ilfl/11) ;,~~It 

Dot ,n11 remalnet fbet lnit nent,roet b7 \bl■ rati)Dal• 

1••· lieDM t n• blbl ioal ■11'aol•• remalDet 111111l18P'l~ ... 

Tb•J -••r~4 \be ftl'Ul \7 of tbe 8orlptu.r••· 

1D bia aff:,n to ,., at \be real ••aSnc ,t \be 

• Bible ten, Saa41a or•att4• or, at leut 1&14 the tou.a4atlom 

tor-tbe aol•nc• of U.br .. fhU olog. th• rla• of \bl■ 

- ■oleno• wu lD•T1\altl t, f:,r wlto, u\ getting at tbe 

r:>o\ me&niJ:1111 ot \be Reb_.ft)II• l•bat WDieDOJ 

o, ul4 not fmoti , n. t,orto ba4 to be an&l,stt aD4 tbetr 

uact meaniDgll o■certa1Dl4. ,r,m Saad.ta , n, town to 

our , wn 4q • pbil :,1 ~~ beoame \be 1D4ecpeneable 

prerequisite t , j ibl• exege■1■• 

:;,at n:,t on.l 7 b7 tu~ ~cb,larl7 acblenmenta c1U 

Sea41a further the lleeh•t Jlonment. Iii• being aaon 

of sv.ra tac111tate4 tbe rec:,gn1t1on :,f tbe new 14•&1 

taoa.gb biJ p,a1,1,n :,f autb:>r it7 an4 p:reet1ge. 

"n wu a matter , t no 1 ttl• 1.mp, rtr.nc• : , r tbe zww 
(I) 

JMtbot , f ex•se- 1•. " wri tea i!acber. "that 1 ta 1'Jun4er 

(I) JE art. Dib. KX. p. 166a 



•• 
11114 tbe ldpaat poaU,1oD 1n tu 1tft of tra41ti011-l0Ylng 

.,._. :,f bl■ a,1; t,r tb• faot t.11at 1 t ... tb• "Oa:>D :,f 

ava• wbo opem4 up ... patb• for •••,.•1• tao111tate4 

tbe reoop1t1ta ant futtber 4vfllopNnt of tbl• Mtbo4 

u:,a, t.b• large aalorltJ ,f J- wbo ■till hell b7 

tr-411.1:>De • 

•or a cent r, lb• iltream ,t rat1,na11u 1n tu Jtu4J 

of ~lblloal \en, r••Dloroel bf attempt■ at phU ,1011, 

•ou«bt 1'8 bank. At 11• ~:>1Dt :,f ,r111n 1n tb• &&at, 1, 

ga.1M4 illpet.11■ fr)II th• laralt••• e apeolall7 beoaua• , t 

S-41•'• att. .. lal on t.bi■ ••ot. WNW&r4, tbe ~treu :,f 

rati)aal.1■• appeoN4 ln lor tbern ~loa an4 9pe.tn. • ■aoo•••• 

wortbJ :,f t h• 11&11 wh) ba4 releaae4 tbl■ atr•• at ava 

waa not t , und till th• •l••nth OIDturJ ...... Bumel 

Nil .tr.ofn1 (11•4 IO~) wbo caught tba ne• point :,f Tiew 
),. • ~-· • ► 

perfeot.11 . carr 1ine it tbr:,ugb ably o,tb in th• c)mpN• """::,. ,.." · 
' I ) .. , .. > ' .. I --- ' fl .., 

bln.,.1nDH■ aD4 1n tbe detail of bibt lcal tat. ID .(. ~ . . ~ •. 

'~· M■ Arabic nre1on of tbe Pentat•uoll u4 1n hi• ezegetioal ~ U> ~ ... ~,., 
workzl be g~n tull d a.1 t:, t t e new 1dtHil. tUDI Saa41a ,. , • °>" ... 

~ t ... ' 

be to? goT• re1b.at tbe official eanctioD of JU.al ... ii 

Puabe41'f-• Hai Qaon , P'Wnb•4itta•• laat gaon of great 

ren,wn, brcni.ght m w atnngtb t, t he caw ■ch:>ol :,f eng•t•• 

(I) JE art. Bib • .Ez. P• I66b. 

(2) lb14 



W1\b bl• leslO)D ant tba OQaaeDl&r7 OD Job. Pbll ll )87 

'b7 \bl• tl b.a4 NO llll r•oopl••· •o lcp)~\ a pb&N 

ot ...... 1., \b , Hal Geon •o :>mul w4 tbe ~ran 1D or4•r 

lo ••'Plaln Bt.i teal paaaagea; aD4 :>nee be ••nt t, aat 

\be S,rlan Jalbolloo1 boa a Nr\ain 41tflcnalt paa•age .. 
ln tbt Pllal• wu eaplaln.41tbe 2JT1&o tramla\lon 

(I) 
of tbe .Olble •• 

lh• •obo,l at rat.nan pla,-4 1'8 pan 1A tut.urlllg 

\be Jlla•ba\ IIOftMD\, lb) not aa Tlgoroul~ aa 414 t r.• 
aobool at Sara G.Dd. umbet1,ta. tbere,1)DDMb lbn flla1n, 

papll. ot I•aao I•rMl 1, .._.. tbe ttra\ to 1n\ro4uce tbe 

o:>mparatlft •tut1 of S.bnw &D4 .U-abio •• a ~ tM aaroe ,., 
of Bible enge11■•. lll4ab lbn Zoniab betoN blm ba4 

oarr1e4 thr:>"agb n • 1'•wmat1o a tv.41 of tbe aimllarl\lea 

b,t .. ,n S.br ... Arabic, and u-10. Bemneal ben H\18111el, 

o , ntemp, rar7 :, f ca1. waa an:>tbtr ren)wmcl peaballet ,t 

~•1rw£- n. •ae. b:>••••r. largel1 a4mi t t , ,l Z.:14ra•h1o e l ••nta 
(3 ) 

lnt:> bla •••«-1•.• 
It waa in Spain, bowever, tbat tbl• atr•am atta1m4 

lta •14• t banb . Tbia ••• attn n,4 tm- :nacb Uebnw 

p hU :,l on. Hebnw lex 1o ,grapQ. and Jlebr,,. gl'a111tar. 

Between th• tl11>1 of ~•1 lbn Sbaprut t o tbt time :,f 

Ct ) JE art. Blb. Ks. p. I6ob. 

(2) Ib14. 

(3) Ib14. 



I 

a-1 ll»n 1-4-1a, g1fte4 aollolara appeare4 win r ro4ucecl 

Wl>l'D 111 t.b• t1•14 ot pbll )1 )ff aDI gremer 9b1oll ••• 

1erm11111t \be ooan• of ~1,1e ••P•1• f)r \be nbaeqaent 

.-. •~ tb••• •orD ta 1D01114•4 ••~••• 4tol1,DU7; 

Dl!Ne~ 1,n Labrat•• orltto~l •,~a; ,~ polellioa be\ween 

\bl follON.N of tbeae two eobllara; &anaJ'• great 11•• 

ooft17 of tile tr'•l1 ierolit7 ot Aebee• roola; tbe 

or1 \1oal ••a of Abv.lwal.14, aD4 t~t )f aamel lb 1-f1a. 

Of .Dille ese .. ■SA proper~~.; defin\1e 1■ 
m:,wn ) f tbe ti:ne preoe41ng Alnllnl.11. Uo••· ibll Qlkatlla 

of oor«o..-a ~ • .na.tah lbn °a1.- ,t Toled), are till• t1rat 

Nll~ml "•• 1•b ulbl l ••set• oaa!Dg hom tbe go14en 

.,arl:>I l f Jew1ab ou1 lure ill 8pa1D. IA Gtka,tla •• ••• 

tb.e rat1 :>n.ul.111t.1o t.entenc7 atriTi◄ flr free pl.a,. Be 

e , ught t J esplnln tM biblloal m1racl•• rational.17. 

lJl bi• oommentar1•• t j 1aalab aD4 llal• be mat.ea an 

e f fort for t ne b1a t , r1o p ) lnt lf •1••• Juab 1bn lalaaa 

att.aot el Glkatlla f~r otlkiDg to e.zplain tbe biblical 
(I) 

■iracl••• 

While t he ?e■hnt IDlth)I f ) UD4 8 trSend l n the f:>rm 

of ph1l olo8)' 1n tbe g:>14en per1)4 :>f Arabio•Jntab 

cul tare, 1 t. •no )u.nt.lred there a DIW f:>e••tbe pbll )■Opb1c 

Lt14raab , Stimal. a te4 b7 toe Arabia cult.UN &D4 th• Mir 

Hebrew learning, t he Pbll:>a~ph of rel1g1)n c ... t:> tba 

t ~re. In t bi• g :>lden per1 ~4 aroae tbe t:>wering ttprea 

(I) Dart. Bib. lC:lc. P• 167 
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,,, Ba\l1a ibll f'aDla, Sol )lll)D U•D Qab1r:>l, Abrabaa lbD 

atna, ll08•• lbD Jira, .h••ph 1bn Za4Uk, .nitah ba•t•n 

11114 4Walua 1bll Du.A. Tbea• •~re pb1l)■Opbe1'11 )f fir~t 

rank, wbo ba4 -,b, tb• ■p1r1t :>t w:,rld culture and 

■oa.gnt t , r•a4 it in th• ~1,1e, -•nc• t b• pb11:>- or b1c 

Ultrub, nD4 benoe, t :>:>, o 111s f~ f lr Pe■bat. 

QQ1 w 1D4epeDl•nt :>! th• i•bat u•g••1• aa 

nleue4 b; SAH41a a.114 4eftlope& b7 tbe .1 .. 1ah &JOb:>l ura 

1Ul4•r u alt1c 1Dtluenoe, tb• •ame teo4enor appean<1 in 
(I) 

■orthern ,ranoe. tlu tbe Ar llltio aob.ool, but 1Ddepen4entl7 

of tb4tlll, tb• f rom :>ter11 :, f t he f!s bat meth:>4 in rranoe 
aougb\ tt.e aimple, na tural, nn4 reaa,nabl• aena• of the 

Bible pagea, in trunk c :>ntras t t :> t h• "Du'shani~" •1th:>ut, 

'i'be f :>under nn4 the unavpaaae .i figure :>f t hi• 

aob :> :>l 1a l\aohi (cUed 1106) • ~t)r• bim :.:enabem ben 

Belb:> (oircu.m 1000 ) began t:> atr••• tu peabat. OU' 
• 
)m:,wle4ge ,;,f bi .l worta 1- •x~remel7 meager; bu.t, 1t 

(2) 
aeeme tbat be paTe4 t he •a1 f Jr Raabi. BUt it waa Rubi 

~b:, bJ hi ~ Tal~u4 !Uld ~1ble, la14 the f :>U!!dati:>DI 

f :>r . :>un~er ->ible Bitegeda 1n 2J't.nct, an4 ·,:a:, became t he 

tI) Geiger argue■ tbat the exegetea :>f t.:>rtb.ern ,ranee 
were 41rectl7 1ntlueDced b7 tba U' .b1o .,ollool. 
·:.ban 1t 1a reow.led, b:,11ever, th.at th• ·, :,rlca :,f th• 
Spantab s cbolara ••re written in AJ'abio, a lanav.ag• 
unk:nor.n t :, tbe exegete& :,f ~ort~ern 1Tance. Wlkn,~.rn 
eftn t:, aaah1. and, m:>re:>Ter, that duch an 1mp:>rtant 
o l ntenti,n of th• Sp a.niab esegetea ad tbe di~c0Ter7 
of t he tr1-l1tereJ.al1ty -:, f .. ebre ~• r )ot :1 .,,aa unkn:>·-Jll• 
aaober'• Yi•• •••ma tbe mori plausible. 

(2) Gelger: obapter 2 
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' 
lalS•penaabl• .. well a ll tbe ■)at pop&lar cowntat)r 

lJl all the bia to17 'lf Jewl,da Bible esep•l•• iMbl 

s o •DA•~ bi■lelf lD tb• heart )f larul. ••peo1al.17 
CI) 

w1tb b.1■ O)al8DtU7 to th• !al.all, tbat be baa been 

oallecl l)Tingl7 b7 h1 •• ,pl• tbr:Ml,b::>Ut tbe ace•: 
2 ) 

i> StA;J 'J•:, ,,,.,, 0•1111,nn ~,TJ • Bia ooament&r7 

OD tb• 11,1. 1• ) DI ,t tb• f1rat Bebnw b,)D to be 

)Qbl1■be4. :so tar-naohJng an& a:, ■t1aalat1nc ball 

been b1a w:,rt that ol l■• tJ , ~, bu.n4Nd b:> >ka hon been 

, .. 
In aaeh1 the two a treamd )f '°ibl e •••ge• i••!J14raab 

an4 :FNhat- M et, an4 1n b1m the t :, cocne int, a oooperatlTe 

relat l :,n.sblp •• Ubl 4r•a be&Tll7 )D the ?.114rttab1o l 1tera\1are, 

but be 1 4 careful t:, .select tb:>.le m14rublu. that 

1aarm,n11e4 eaail1 i tb t b• bibl ical ten • .\8 lt feeling 
~ 

rel uct ant t:> g i Te m14ruah1c 1nterpretat1om, Raabl 

■orupal ,ual7 cit • hi~ a:,uroe■• Hl• :,wn reraarta are 

4oT,t ed enluj lTel 7 to t h• dimple meaning :,f the ten, 

a b:,wi n.~ 11 fine 1n:ui t 1ve a pprecla: 1 :,n Jf the 11ngu1.-t t1o 

p llaa• l f exere.J 1■• a_.b.1 •a p:>pular1ty th.rougbt:>ut 

the a r\ •• down t :, :>tU' , wn da1, i a due more tR the 

a 14roah1 r, n• qultea t han t :, b i s :,wn rat1 :,nal ezplanat1 , n.i. 

But t , Raabi h i m~•l f t be Peaba t •• ')f pr1JDar1 lmp•rtance, 

(I) Llber, Baah1, ob. VIII 

(2) Ib14. P• '13ff. 
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Ill Ilia ol.4 age, Vlben all ~1• c:>m,,,eru.arie■ la, in written 

tor~ before bi.II. be 1J rep,rtel to baft ■aid t:> bla 

ill110\rl:>v.a gran4a:>n, Raabb•. tbat if be .ere tl d;, b1a 

wort :>fl:r .,.1n be w,1ll.4 lq greuttr empbciila ,n the 
{I) 

19aba,. 

la&bl'• auoo••dor•. J:>aepb AAr& ao4 ~auel ben Meir, 
I 

Ra■bi'd gradaon. atreaae& ,be Peabat still ■ore. 

bra reflects tbe 1Dtl.11ence ot b:>tb tbe AJ'al>ic an4 tbe 

Pren.ch ■obo:>l ot ez.eget••• B1■ gr■amatioal e '8n4po1nt 

1• tbat ,t ~bi; but be 13 n ~t u t erse 1n hi■••• 
( 2) 

pre■■ i:>DI, He la ,rtg11l&l en,ugh to upne■ the oplni:>n 

tbat tbe Bnk ,f ~el waa not wr1 tHn bJ Saawl 
( 3 ) 

but l ater . WJ:,sepb ben Kara aurpaa ~•• Raabl all4 

r1Tale ~aabbaa 1n bid ta1r-aiu4ed orit1c1•. bia 

acrupul .lUa attacbment t :> tbe literal Maning. an4 bi■ 

al>■ olutel7 clear 14•• , f the nee4a ,t a ·:1b;,lea,ae 

enge■ia, t, aaJ nothin, ,t bid theological Tiewa. ,,, 
Which aN alwaJiS Nm&rks 1Jl e and .; :>metiM■ b:>14." 

Bi• gv.141ng principle waa tbat " tbe Scripture -■t 

be 1nterpnteci b7 ttaelt. w1tb:>ut tbe belp of tra41t6onal 
(6) 

literature:. 

(I) Geiger, Par. (hrman) P• I2•I8 

(2 ) .JE nrt. ~-. Joseph ben s1ce,n p • 437 

' 2 ) lbici 

(4) Llbe;a Raahi • J). 197. 

(6 ) JE art. rlib. a. p. l 68b 



S..ael ND L:a 1r atn•••d tb1J o JDCept1 ) D enD lll) r• tban 

414 1ta autb,r. "Hi• O)maentar, )D tu ~ntawuob•, 

wr1t•• ~ober, ■-14 be regar4e4 aa tbe f,r emJat pro4uot1,n 
Cl) 

r,f t he e:ireset10 oob:,)l of _,orthei11 4rano•"• t iwral 

ezegea1a be o >Dlllen& a,re t oroetlll tbar, Balakio 1nwr­

pNt&\1) na. "B• .1 0 r • • ::,1 uu u17 peraueo th• metbo4 Jf tb• 

PNbat, that labman14•• telt :iaat1f1e 4 1D 4eol aring ,2, 
be 8:>saeUM8 O'Hrl14 1 t.." 

1'M la.i t 1aport&DI repN sentatin , t t be : e Abat 

in J ortbern •ranee wu Jacob ,-Jtor Sb >r , pupil of Jao:>b 

-: ... r.1• o:>mlll8n t ar7 , n tb• Pento.teuob 1o oh:i.raowrise& 

b7 1n■1gbt into tbe c Jnt&m'lUA mean1.D8 of tbe .81bl• teat. 

In hi•, t,o, tb.e inflQ•nce of t he lpani■ll•Uabio aohool 

t a felt ■:,at. 

Qbaracter i z tug t he , , r t of t he &r .... ezegetea , 

l&ober wrt i ea : 

•tbe a ible exe ge • 1• J f t he cb :))l ')f ll )Ttblrn frua.oe 
which was au pplemente4 neither b~ ucient i fic r• j •arob 
1nto t he ,eb•e• langunge n,r b7 mental training 1D 
pn1l >d :>phical or ota.r eolenttfle atu41e■, •1 be 
leaipate& aa the eseges ia >t ]ll a1n, olear, oomrJon ■em•; 
ita pr oduct.a are in mu~ wa79 e qual t > those ot t he 
Apani ~b-Arabian ~ohool. " (3) 

Gra4ual.ly the t wo a tnama :> f exe geti cal learning , 

\ be J panlab and t he • rench, J ve_ fl :> :.•4 t beir ge Jgra phio 

banka and t heir water• unite~ i nt:> :>ne. ~hat• a 1n• 

evitabl e . ■1 0"17 and labori~ualy aa idea~ ■JTe4 froa 

land to land. 

Cl) Ib14 

C,2 ) Liber, Raah1 , p. !96-7. 
13 ) JB art. Dlb. ~•• P• 168b and Liber, liaah1 P• 198 
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Dra.11.111 1lui Esra wa a \Ila flr .1t om \) ■'1l4loualJ 

ur17 abrea4 \be ladA111g ,f Uabio•J-1ab uaga\aa 

&a:>DC \ ba1r Jaw1atl C:>l ••!U•II ill wtarl,ilan lands - Wblob 

ba4 alr•aAt reaobe4 wano• and atfaote i t he gr:>.-tb lf 

azegeala tti.ra. ,an4ari ng aboui from 1 ..nd ,.., lan4 be 

■ oattarad 1D b1 J pa\b tbe pollen Jf ratl:>nal tbJ\&8bt. 

Poet, phU Jai :> ba r . pr :>flWlcl ■ tu.de t :>f .ia -::i ■b 1 , ra, encl 
..... "' .. 

-..er■•4 ill pract i oal.l J eTer7 w fllll'l of l asDing. Abraba 

lbn r:sra•• reno..-n re ta pr1~ UJ :>D bi• o:>1Dit1antari•• 

t:> tbe Blbla. ih••• be WJ' Jta 1n the o >u.rua ,t b1a 

traT•l•; ,u.t, t cu written far awa1 trom pain, tlwJ are. 

nenrtb•l•••• tbe Jutatan41ng pr :>4uot :>t Jniab at.•1• 

ezegeat■ t hat t he i olclen age :>f Jdala■ in Spain pr'J4aaa4. 

nu1 ... zra l a 0A1ple1A aa.:t ter of subJaot an4 ■aterial.• 

..... '!> ~-..:in bi~ :>wn 1n~r :>4uo~1on t:> bi~ ~•ntatauob o:>mmantU7 

be ~tate n t ne cbaraotarlJ tioe :>f hi i u eget i cal. w,ra, 

Baober • wamar iz•• tr-1n tbt•• wJrb: 

•a. m o•• 11:> tbing :. t t tie pr1nc1pl • :>f tb• aml tlpt 1o1t7, 
of meaninga l f Scri ptural w,r4 • which t bl leader■ of 
t be exegetic •c boJl :,f ?l :>rtbern :Tano• aom:>,":l edged 1n 
orter to Ju , tif 7 tne b bggadic ~idraab. Thr:,qh this ol•ar 
aeparat1on :, : taw pe~bnt tr:>m tbe -•rub be aoc>r4& :>nlJ 
a 1 1 .1tod nl ace i n b ,a ezegeai a t :> tbe new ... 14rnab, ·,bich 
1ntrJ4ucea pb11 :>• ophJ i n t :> the ~ibl a tez i . r.• O)Dneot~ bi s 
pbil :>.;op hie explanati J D .1 , e 1 t ber 1n l .>nger paaaages J I' 
i n brief allu41~m, With t he explanat 1JD :>f the llalH a :>f Q:>4. 
:>f t he d1TiDe attribute• )f biblical pNoepta. and •1tb 
■ Jngl e s uitable pa s ~agea . lbD ~zra' d an4eaT:>r d t :> detenll 
t he biblical iezt agairu: t ••er7thing that might inJur• 
ita 1Dtegrit7, ma7 al J J find men t i:>D bere. But be 1• 
nanrtheles = re ar4e4, a1~c• Spin :>s a wr >t• bie 
'!rac t ~• rhe:>l QSiC => • P) l itiou~•. aa the pretura >r :>f the 



It 

11terar)"' Pen\ateuoh or1\1olam , t i:,-tq. To Judge fr J■ 
certain allua1,na. ra\her than frJID p:,~1t1Te a t a\ ... nts. 
be • "• t:, k.,• b-el4 that t~ Jiantateuoh. al t t :>v.gh 
u.nd) ubte417 c~,a•d. b7 K:>a •• rece1Te4 in later ti.me• 
• tew m1.o, r a4c.1 t.1 :>na . ~• al .l :> :,b:1cural7 al 1 ude a t:, the 
later )r1g1n ,f a.a1ati, oh. ,o-66.• (I) 

?be ?1aoc1 famAl.7•\be father, J:,aeph , and t be t w:, 

• , raa, i.:,ae• aDl DaT14• •• u:>tber an4 a m:>N ■'Ut&ined 

a eao7 ~111ob tra111S~1tte4 t he laart1Ag aD4 the 1ntell ectu.&l 

temper ,t tba .u-ab1c .aobool to ~nncb J• r,. 

Joaeph C1m4b1(o. II06-II70) left Spain ill tbe wake 

of tbe .i~,ba4•• peraeout1on an.4 aet\lel ln •arb:,zme. 

Practicall~ nothing is kn wn :>f tbe per•~nnal T1o1aa1tu4ea 

:>f tbe fam!l7. It aeem1:J that J:,ae pb • ·~• • p:>:>r aan, 

earn ~ng b1u 11ftl1bo:>d b7 ~•act.in.f. Hia atlldenta "re ll&IQ', 
(2) 

\ho bi• 1nc:>me a!Ull . 

It 1a 11k~ly tb~t J :,■er h Zimcb1 W6 8 pera , nal.17 

aqua1nte4 • 1th I bn ~1ra, w1tb wh, ae work h• b.a4 a 

g :> :>A cSeal. i n :,::im, n. Like Ibn Ezra, Joaepb (and tb1a s~ovld 

~ be ■aid , f bi s a:,na ~. s ea rched f :>r t he n ·.urs.l coeaning 

ol t he ~cr 1rtu.re■• Gr~r and r t1 :>ncl.1aa u• the t ~:, 
(3) 

t .. n c! nc1e ia 4 :>minat.1.ni bi .. Wj rk. Ibn .Ezra waa Z:1mch1 •• 

auper~:>r i r. k:n )Wl i d~•• out t~e latte · •can •1gbtly cl ai~ 

t , h - T• been t he t1r .3 t .-Jucce■ -ful t :ruaplant-er :>f 
(4) 

JUdu~-A.rab1o ~cien ~• in tbe . , 11 J f ~hridLian LUl'~P••• 

(I) JB a rt. 31b. ax. P l o9b . 

( 2 ) JATiaa, .:as~r. 1E art. Z iJDc bi, Jose r b. ben I•aao . p 49oa 

CZ) Baer.er, .ra art. :sib. ax. p I69b ,,, Lenaa, caaper JE art. :.,:imcca , J ~aepr. . ben I•aac,p 496,. 
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Ia \be fiel4 lf grammar, Joaeph'• w:,rta are: tb• 

.._•t•r ba•Qalu1 fII66). atala.g at a ••ttl ... nt :,f \be 

o :>ntronra7 bet..,.en tb• tollo·-:er■ :,f llenahe■ lbn 8aruk . 
an4 th:,.e of t,aae•h tbn Labrat, aD4 t be •e•t•r Zttkar:,n•. 

•• gru:ur11111 J:,••J>b n obi l a 4epeD4ent :>D ?.aJYUJ. 

bu~ 1n bi~ explanation~ :,f W)rt~ be hl1•• .. 1n17 )ll 1bD 
"'-J~. ?:> t he learning :> f bl~ 4Q be 414 o.aka s,:ne ,-. 

o :;n\.r1but1:>na, t n:> lf a mtnn nattire. "Thu bl •- tbe 

fir .Jt t :> r o:>gn1se4 t hat t be 11f'11 bu al a :, a refiez1Te 

and an 1Di.raru=1t.1Te meaning; he wu al .:o 1.be t1rat t :, 

araaz:age • 113\ of nominal f:,ras , t:> 1n41oatti elgbt Terb 

olaaa•• • aD4 t , oloa■if7 t. be T:>••l• int:>. JJ Jt• :,f fin •bo•, 
ADI f1Te l :>QI :>ma. "II) 

u o :>a.ment at:>r, J:>4epb ~~s exteoa1n. r.a ,JJ':>te 

o :>uaentarle >D t he !>ellt.at.euch, tbe P9opbeW, tbe Song 

of ~o?J«8, ,r :>Terba , J :>b, and a olaaent r7 of ua.taowll 

o :>ntent• oall ecl • Bibbur H.11- Leket•. B1u ■etb:>cl l a ma1nl 7 

\ hat of t r..• P•hat. -ate erplan.ati , n~ are i:Jh :>rt 8D4 ier■•. 

••••••• ~1• t1ct1on t a elegant a.nd lucid , •be 41apod1i 1tn 

o i b1• material ~c 1ent111c. h1~ treatment :>t b1a .nabJeot 
'2) 

eTen fJJld 1th:>u t d1gre■ e1:>n." 

J:,ae b al · :, a ttempted. p:>etl'7, translati :>ns , and 

o.,,:>l :>get1o■ • As p :>et be did n :>t r iae t:> \. be ■ tan4ar4a 

, r t be 8pan1eb s i nge r s . ~...-ertbeleae. ne re\alm a place 

:,f 3 , me 1mp:>r t ance am~ng t he ?r , Tencal p:>eta. 

'1) tc.~i,u, C ••f'c.r, :TE o ,,-t. K,~c.1, ,, 1. up/, . 

(2) lb ,tJ 
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.u tranalator, be gaTe tb• i:aebrew-na&ing w,rl4 B&p'a 

lbn pam4a•a "Bobot ba•tebab)t aD4 Gablrol'• "llib~ar 

ba-FenlnlaJ, • wh1ob be raD4ere4 1nt) m1trlcal f::>rm. A.a 

tranalat:>r bl 1e •ab m:>n tree with bia uubJeci than aa 

o~n,at:>r; •oar171Dg int~ tbe W:>rL bi.i :,n ~p1r1t bl :>ften 
{I) 

ob•our• the tb:>v.«bt :,1 ~utb::>r,• "Sefer --•Bult•, 

1• bi.; opol , ,-,10 "::>rk, wx-1 tten 1n tn• 1' arm ::>f a 

41&1.op• b•t•en a l:>7&1 .iew ant an apo11tate, 

~o••• •- the older, an4 the lea& 4tatlngu1sbe4, ::>f 

bi• no • ,na. Of bta c:•ra onru. lite, w are i.otal.17 ill \he 

, aart. All we m,w 1~ that be reoe1Ted bl• etucatt':>n 

trom bl• father, an4 waa t be teacher :,f bi br::>ther. 

,Pr••umabl.J• be 11Te4 wi th hl .J fatbur in i:arl>)nne, ~be 4 te 

of bl■ a ~atb ha• been g1Tenn 1\8 1190, 

uoa• ~ U J .. obl 'a renown reata )n hia w:>rt •• ez-eget. 

leMmi&b, and Pr:>Yerba. Uo•• baa been unf:,rtunate ln 

bl ~t,r7. l b.re• >f tne f :>ur comcent . riea h~ wr::>te, tb:>ae ::>n 

c.zra •.. e he C'l i nb. and .t r::>Terba, baTe baen looa4 upon 

t , r centurie■ aa t ne w,rk :>f Ibn A&ra, appearing 1n all 

ra1Jb1nc -'ible .J under t be latter•a n.eme. !'be e• baft Men 

ncceaaflll.17 reclat . ..-4 f ::>r hi.:,. Aa (!""ernrnarian be 

1s 1:.r.p ::>rtant f:>r h1• test-bo:>~ ,:i d.ebr•• gremrn,.r, a little 

v , l umc which esertee a ~ • a t influence enn u~ng n::>n• 

Je'i' 1~b a cb :>l ar•. 

T:> eftluate L(oae.s Kimoh1 aa negete and gruaarian 

i a t i:• purpoae of tbia the■ i••~ Since the pr•~ent thes is 

baa•• ttaelf on the c , aamentar7 on ProTerb■, tbe oaae 

( I }~-



1, 

of tb• 1,n ~ra auth)rabip 1• re•1•we4. 



llo•• ::1 ab1' 1mportaaae u a Bible ezeget• baa 

bean ,rea\17 enasn.oe4 b. the 41■c,T•r~ aa.de b~ Jac , b 

seslaann and Gabriel Blr~•ll 1pJD&m1 th-:. t t c.e e .. acentar7 

:,n ?rJ.TerM • paa•ing in all raobinical .:s1ble■ .mder tr.• 

name l! .bn Esra. 1• 1n realiti the W)rk l f ~o••• Zlmohi. 

Thi a d1• e .iTery W!r,.A ma4• bf the•• tll:> ■ch,lara 1ll4•~r.4-

•nt11. ~•1:taenn ann:,wicing h1~ t1~c 1D the ~ortentw 
0 ) 

f :,r l ~ffllb•r. I84I &DA t trpr:•nn 1n ~Zi >n· f:,r I7ar. 164&. 

t1ppm•nn e.nn :>unc1ng hi- f1n4 after e1:flmenn had &lrea.47 

pu bl1 -he4 b1d1 feel• ecb&n a •• ' • cLDd ~r1t .. : w1 upe 

t tat 7 :,u ( t~e re&4er ) • 111 n Jt uapect • , t ,iag1~r1n. 

f l r I h&Ye ~1-c~ftret ttu• att er 1nde .e_dent re•• ah. 

a:,.! • 1 :, th atnic ~ at t~e a::,e c:aric. !At t f- 1.a be .re 1 t c.d 
'2) 

~be reu :,n .. t , r t~ : ::.g :c.1- c:,=.:i:er.\.1rj ••7 tr:>J: 

I b n _ 1 ra an, ! "11 ng 1 t t. . L! :> a•■ :':1ao ~1 a.re _ 1.ng11 rd'l ; 

c ::.n~!nc~. bere 1■ a::ple ert~en~•. b)·. n internal ar.4 

1• • .. . 
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!bl 1n,ernal eTlct•no• ma1 be gr:>1apel &a ,wo ol•-••: 

I) the lez10,graph7 aa& I) iaa. obaraoterla\lo tenaa ,t 

\ be o~.•D\U7. ID b,th tb•e N IIJe0\8 1 t l a 4eclde4l7 
(I) 

o ntrr.41ot- \) t be gemlm w:,rks :>f I bo J::lr a. 

Be1tm&Dl1 all4 LJPJlllrrm ol\e t b1rt7-ellb\ --611 wblob 

are expla iJ:Wd. in tb• Pronrl>• o :>mmeDtU-r7 aD4 alao 1D 

l bA .Kara•• pmiine 1:>rta. 1be ezplanat1ona gl••a. b7 

Ibn .&ara,re lo dire ct c )Dtra41et1on t :> the eaplanatl,m 

111 the comaent ar7. t.:a1D11, tb•• • 41ff•r•noe• an ln 
(I) 

grammati oal anal.pl■ • 

(I) LlpfllaDD P• J II 

..n.n~ of • .. .. 
ft;Jt ,,t 
,,1! ~.,JJJ ct. //J,,[z r11 fl ~ - 1~,3 

y ·; : • 

?,20 XO.i> i1 oid ct . l bn Bara t , !'II. ""-·~· ·.• .. : 
8,IZ '~~J./ ct. Ib14. I,,., 
8 ,24, 'Jl~~in of . ~ ":, n':, O'✓t~I") ,,, . : ~ , 
9,3 •1t ~ - j1 ct.'('!t AIA .,,,n..s~Ibn .r.ara t :> s ong :> f Sonp 

I,10 

11,20 1r, ~;pT ct. l b14. Ill:&. 26 , 6 and ;, -~ ,..,. i171 ? .:J. il•• 
9,6 'fl r> .5 ~ ot. Ibn Esra to pa . 22,8; 66,19 . ; - . 
12,23 0-I ) .:, CT) ct. ,"J 1

' D ~ ?JI' J19111 
• r fl' 

71-,.') i> ]1! ct . Ibn £zra t :> Fa . 39, H. 

0'!1 ~1, ~ i., fl of . If •~ ., r .n,n.$ n»• Esra to 1• • 
. -: 66,2. Ps.3 ,8 

20,21 



26.18 ii ~ii ~l>f of. - ·•---:. 
16,28 ,~_.'t u•! of. 

9 - • ; 

28,I II o:, • ot. ... : . 
28,18 D :J ,.., ot. 

- r I 

19,18 -,;, ., •• of. .. . -. 
ao,1, JI " 1t I .i - . . of. 

50,!I 0-1\~~! cf . 

51 . ~ /'-:>~"!ct. 

II b 
,. •• '•• ~ u, J) • ., 

:,. ,,~ ,r.:, ,,,,, ~ ,,.., 
IltD i sra ,) Qen. £9,21 

lbt4., lilo. 10, II 

1 1 ~ 0 1.rr1tn 

lbD Bara t ) Oen. ,i,10 

,,•~ n", J,,n.JI 

,,,,~ ,.,., -119 e, 

These r f'erence1, u well u tl1oae to note (:1) of the 
toll owinc paee, are gathered from the article• by 
Llpi:-,nn and r eitmann in the •orient.• and •z1on•, and 
arc ci•en here tor t l,e sake ot oompletene••• 



1'1 
( I ) 

1D t.h,llgbt. t,, there ia 4eoided o ,ntra41ot1:>J:1l. 

Kon~•r. the obaraotier1at.1c t.era111 :,f the o.>111•nt.ar7 
(I) 

are unkll:, ID t.0 Ibn l zr a , &D4 t h• term peooiliar to 

1,n Jara are n:>t r ,und in t.bi• o~nt.&r7. 

(I) 6,1 _,qA t ,., ct. Ibn ~ r t.o pa. 41,6 

t,11~7/ ·i••~i~ of . Ibn i1ra t,;, »a. 14,6 

10,8 u~,, ot. lb14 t J ~o••• 4,I~ 
•• r • 

Il,II -r: j~ r .~1),_! ct. Ib14 to aen. 80,ZO 

1,.11 ~~ ~l--f ! ,w,;,:1 04 ot. Ib14 pa., 8,,, 
18, I 1H1' a11 ot. I1Hl i 1•ta•l I8 , I0 

r 

18,1801~.e,! J'~of. Ibid to Ie&itl 41,11 

23 ,6 1' t~! ct. Ibid Job II,If 

26, 2 ~f? ~, ,] D, ~,5"
1 

.,·~~of. U, '•• '),JtJ, ..,,. t, 

26 ,2 -r·1.1!, ,itt~In ■aytng that DOJN■ :>f b1r4• . . 
are not explainable. the writer o ,ntra41ot.3 

Jbn ~zra•■ effort in 'J't'lfJ ,,,_ 77>:Jt.o uplaln 

the name '.>f t o,11. g1 ven t here. 

J , t)~ J••i, in-,-, j,gcf. Ibn.;:.arat.:> . . . . 
O ::t ~ !! : /it-~ f'~t. Ib14 ~. 6 ,, 

51Jf'7!? of. l bn Esra t, :, I■• 1,10 

(2) Tbe•• - g1Ten later 1n the prellent, tbeaia. 
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tlle en•rml eT14enoe pllntlag to t.h• n :1n-Ibn •r• 
ut.b)ra b1 )f \ be OOIDDIIIDtarJ 1• l••· f)l'm14al:1le. lnit. 

o Jn'f1A01ng. mftr\bel•••• ooament1Df on ltllth s.11 

Ibn E•ra pr:>m1••• t, explain the J)U'&~~~ 1n bi• comment. 

,n Pr:>Terba 11.10. at. tba e_zplanat.i0n g inn tie r • ta 

b D:> wq applloabl• t:> Ruth. PlainlJ , if • • mq expect 

o>na1 teno7 tr-om Ibn Dra. >De of t heae apl1matilna 

1• n,t hi■• 

Aaaill. Ibn Ear, either 1ntrJ4uo•• or oJnoludea hl a 

b1b11oal o :>m ll8ntar1•• wit.la an autob10g:rapb1·0 po•• as. 

t,r e:saapl•. in tbe •ntrt>duc t.1 >A t :, bi• c JllllDllltD\ft.r7 t :> 

t.be r.ntateucb: 
tun~~ 7':J~ o ~ T) ,- , .,, 

,,It,, l't ~, ,~ 7'::JY j 
1\ '1D /=1 ~ ')'j>J i) ]"bit ,~~ 

')IAIJ ]' lf 7 n,/19 •I) 'I 

i'MY IIU J!r!> Jr,y,.,,r, I 

!ba aame 1ntl" o4uc t 1oD 1• o:>n cluded wi tb a l :>ager poea 1D 

wbic b t he a ut b :,r•a name 1a gi \'"eD ill tbe aor :>,1tio, .rba91 

1• nothing of t bi• in tbe ProTe~b• oomentarJ,. 

comnent.ing on 80, 6 "144 t h:>u n'lt unt'l l! '.la wor4a, 

l eas ae n pr :>'fe th•• an4 tb:,u be t ,un4 a liaJr" • the 

autb:>r :,f t he o,mmentar1 aa,a that thia 1a a warning 

agai ns t s ecular ■tu47-Jl)h/f ;,,,.;,,,~ 7P>YJ>il•~r=>J 
J v,,~,, Jib~ r, ..,,j,,. Beitmann eeea in tb.111 •re• 

au p)rt t ~r tbe b.TP~tbeaia that the c ~mment&Jr7 1• n ~t 
(I) 

Ibll E&ra••· 

(I) "orient~ 1841, p.760 
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Ibn &sra ba4 g1Ten bl••l t t:>:> •ob to t.be ■oteno•• 

>f hi• oa7 t :, f:>"ar4 nob a Ti ... 

?be eT14ence pre .tente4 ttu• tar pl'J'fe11 that the 

PrJnrb3 c:, ... nt~17 1a n:,t Jbn Esra••• but lt &>ea n:,t 

prow that U=>••• ~1moh1 wrote it. To pro•• th• latter. 

R•lfmazm and Lip~• DD pN~•nt. - ~ ~•t Jt taota. 

DaTid ::1.ocht 1D bi• D ,,. ,.,,, <w, g1 ftl e1•••ral 

ezplanat1 ">118 lo tbe naae Jt bl• br:,tller. UD4er ta. •or.>t 

,.., ;J UJ b9 Wl'l tea: ,.,,-,,,,, .S"r 111111:1 1 ~> 'hit •~ )I 

j'I t' /'J'Y 1 14 ',)) es(ll'J .,,,. ~ 
!b1a be repeat•• expl1o11.)7 in 111• br:>tblr •• name• un4tr 

(1) 
~anat1Ja& oocnlr ftrb11tw1 1Jl the Pl':>veroa O:>IDIIIDtU'Jl . ,2, 
an4 tbl th1rt ftl'1•• allgbtl7 1n phrueal ,,a but obeolm 

olosel7 1D thou ·bt. Mor•o••r. DaTi 4 ::1wcb1 erplaim 

~ ro,ia, •bicb. tho n :,t Mntioniog bl• br:>tber•a 

DAM. obeot olo el1 1D ••n•• with tb• u•• of th••• w,ru 
{3} 

in t bo coanentary. Ewn •~ ai .1t.abn expoa1i.1,na 1n 
(4) 

ttle c ,aaoent r7 are repeated in Dav14'• •>rk. 

CI)6,19 an4 u.10 

Cl) 2, .2a 

(8) Llppm•DO P• 186 V,Tit••: ·~~ ;,~ .,JtJI)' ::w,.::, ,rr ,;, D~ 1"' 
o,111 > UJ:J 111~nJ ,-., ,., ;,J -:,l!J /'~ j''r ,,,,,, 0111 JJ?.,til 

1a<, ~,.,t,? •.S.:, , ,._,,ft J11 •51111> a,,1"!>n o,~ , D 1u,1, •~ 

rrtll Jf::JlJ ~&,IJ /..1)1.., 01' ,~ JJlll'lj l>'''r?i> l''TI 
I n~ 7 D J TJ j.J JJ 
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,-,.,ur •T1 .. no• 1• t , UD4 iJl tba, tu o laOen~ 

1• • tr1 ~lJ •1-11 u . ill po1n ta of graamar • ezege • 1•. 

and peovl.iar es N111■ 1 ,m. , , th• o,mmelltar7 )n &ara­

•beClia!l, •tt.loll t;:») are giYen ill ~b1111o B1bl•• aa I bll 

Esra'• btll tbe 110 .... ::1:aob.1 autbor■bip of ldlioh 
(I ) 

laaa bNll • • tabl.t~b•cl be7,GA tbe ■lighw•t toubt • 

• bu t1ppnenn n1iea: "Tb• oomcentar7 ,n Pr :>Terba 

n.fteret tbe •-- f t• . .. 414 t t .. • o,matnta17 ,n •r•­

t;eh•m1ah. •b• a , m.:11nt ar7 on Fro••rba •u err,ne ,ul7 

a i tr1buwd to lbn lsra. and to••-- b.a.,.nad \:, t h• 

O)Dl!MD,ar7 ,n :::ara-tt•b•m1ah in al l the Rabb1D1o ~ibl•• 

publi a bed .> o ar •••••• &.• t'l the real autn:>r of tb1a 

O)m ent.ar7 f Pr .>Terb■ ) •• are ab■,lut.etl.7 aer\a1n. It 

i J •• clear ~•1-ligbt that it 1■ tb• ren,wneJ gram:narian 
(2) 

~ , _. •• :::1mcb1. • 

(J) t tpJD•Dn • ~t , n• (1842) P• lfI 

{2 ) Jb14. 
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P.UT II 

OIU.Ptil I 

i:lllvllI .l3 E.XiG=:'l'l 

Uo••• Zlach1'• polnt :,f Tl•• aa uegete 1• tbot of 

a p1:>1a• Jew l :> :>k1ng f:, r t be nalual •an1ng :,f tbe 

J t•l• un. He 1• n,t auper-critical; nett.her 1• be 

ewr ON4u1Jll8. H• •••a ewr7 t ,lttlloultJ an4 oope■ wlt.b 

1t.; out t.bare 1a Dltb1ng :,f tbe1 prof••■i:,Dal or1t.1o 1n 

biA 1nt.erpreta1.1:>m. ae 1a a raitl :>-11■1 1A ■:, far u 

t :, pt at tb• ■peo1f1o mefllllng :,f tile Sor1ptlll'al test.; but. 

bi a rat1 :>nal1om, at no p:>1nt, J1b:>ta ar17 i.eD4euo7 t:> 

bro.ten it.a bi ..i t:>rlo 1 1 -.1'8. •b• 'J ' 'OI/J n111~6 »3j-,, 

C7p:,tbeai :.1 1■ neTer 4 )ubte j . ~jl .iebl 1s a Pewbat.ta,. al•-,. 
■earoh.lng for tb• ■ iapl•, rat1c>Dal meanln of tbl t.en. 

t here 1a not :,na m14rsab 1n bl: .. entire O'lmnient.U'J ,n PJ'oftrlaa. 

But tbere 1• not.binr. dar1n« 1n h1 :i l!!bat.. ae 1• aimpl7 

a p1ou J•• •••ki ng an h'lDa~t., aoourat• unlerdtan41ng 

o f t.bl 8or1ptu••• 
(I ) 

T, u .J , in t he pbras•&f••'i' .ftlf111f Zimobl •••• 
9 • I y (2 ) 

an exbortati .>n t:> :>bJerve t h•Jo,-,n; 1n i»;; i'>fW':'_2 

(I ) 2,8 

f t:) 2,I6 



II 

be •••u a n,n-.Je••• •bo le1Jcla to apoa\ao7. •AD4 lb.a\ 
(1) 

IQ llpa aq k••» tn,•'fleqe• refer• to \be Jniah 
(I) 

Tir\u of sealou a\1147. ?tf ,Sf ~"'~"!be ull&•r• f'- 1".,u(~·-- '""' 

■tan4.a • an esb-lna\ton \ 0 ol>••r" \be mga\lw o:,aaaD4• ~ •, 

■enta. 

a. ploa• abar .cter ot bl• peahat 1■ m1te■t. 

h.r\bar • 1D b1• Tl•• -.,t tbe atb:>rehlp ., , ... Boot 

of ProTerb•. 'l'be Soloal Dio matb:>nb.lp 1a aff11'1114. 
(8) 

Tbl nl>Jeot :>t ,-,,e,-., 1■ Sol >m:>n. Ill tbe 1ntro4uat:,17 

wn• \:, Pronrl,e XXX &.gm- 1• ore41 t.e4 • 1tb tbe proT•rN 

OOD\aia.4 1D tbe obapter. tb\111 O JD ra41ot1ng tbe 

aol .>monio auth:>r ~b1p of at least tbta :>De ••ot1:,n of 

PJ')Ytrk. naoht. f:,r all b1■ F••bat.1nterpr•t• tb• 

t1tl• nr• • :>t the obapter t :> ••~_n t bat tbo the aq1np 

are .&«ur' • in thought. lt • • • reall y lol om:>D who aro-.e '-II•• ,., 
4 ">wn. a n4 hence :>f Sol om :>nio utborablp. A alallar 

41tf1ou1 \7 in tbe ••7 )f th• tra41 tional 14.eaa of the 

auth :>rabip :>f t nt Book of l'l'oYerba n•••nt• 1\delf 1A 

DXJ : I. •bot i.e ... 1 1a •taw4 a■ being the autb:>r1t7 

t :>r the 01111tent■ of t be cbltPt•r. H•r• ,t oo , JC1mch1 •-

(I ) 6.2 

(2) 4,!S 

(3) 7 ,6 f>#:JJ" ,-,~T 7,.{~ .,~,i~.( 
(4) 30,J /')UII=, 7S,;, 1'k> jtJ ,,,,~ ;, , ;, .,~~~ '.'?o/7 

i'IJ f>UJ 7 YJ'j) /.3 j:, t?,..,-~ . ,-~.;,J/ .,,'Y"r ~'tll 

J''<!,"r>~ /J>b.:,r, l ? ~')'IJ 71t 



I! 

to nan.e ,bl ,ra1.1,1ona1 new 117 ola1millg tu, Lea:l•l 
(I) 

1• anotblr ILmN f :>r lol C.lA. 
(I) 

I.J!l!ol)p aD4 PW,aol!IJ. 

tbe lll•nlllag of f!•bai ant plet7 la bea, ••.sn 

1D D.aobl •• 1A\erpnta\1oD )f those w,r&o ln ProYerlia 

1DYolT1Dg tblologlo or pbll )80pbio O)Doepta. Ber• •• 

••• U ruoh1 '• p)lnt of T1ew beat. flr blr• be nn.eotd 

oleareat b1a re11g1,ua te11peram1nt. • muat be oaui loaa, 

bowTer, 1D arrlTlng a, o,no111:1 lo1U repr41.Jlg n ~1ob1 •• 

tbeollglo, ,r philo■op~lo ldeu. beouae 1n b1e oo■• 

•ntar7 on ProTerM bt 1a pri■-rll7 an exegete •••k~ 
tbe • lapl• • nn1ng of th• tex\, tne nna bt •rt>N•••• 

&N, therefore . t n, Tiewa be ■N■ 111 th• tezt. 1.tbaae 

bl ma7 or ma711, t aooept t,r him.self. aowewr, if a 

■-11• • w,rk ren., c:t.a t be 11&11 at all. tra a purel7 

J197obol ,g1c atandp,1nt, •• ma7 flrm ~,EN opilli)D of 

Y.illch1' s pera )nal th•ologJ'. 

(I) !I I /?1 1 ,.:, .,.,.,;, '>•1'iJ -nJ,,..,,~ . .S,,,,.,$ ,,:,-,. . . . . . . . 
~~- J>:., lb II IJ> ', 'w /It-> ">~ ti I 1'1~ .:> n 11 Ji, ,,~ It 

,,., ;.JO, I..,.,,, i) t:, !, "' II I;, 511 lb J .• ,,, ,, ~ " J)I ,, , )hi( 

IT =t ~ I( ~I 't fHf JJf D 'i' .!, 7>' i'> /1 b, =, 1..::, /.:> 
,},lf Ub-:J r,tb..> !,:, 'Tt>l.;111 lf'))>J .:,''~ 0,$,?,9_$ 

(2) 1'bt 11.na of demarcat1,n bet--• eA tbaol og &D4 pblll>■opb7 

am:>118 the rabbia geMrallJ. and ■in11larl7 with K1mch1,1• 

&o Tague that I thought it· best t o group the ,l:>g an4 ph11• 
oaoph7 aa one aect1$n. 
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CN&t1>n aprang 1nt , being ex n1b1lo. Q •lt 5,e T~:, • 
(I) 

be illterpnt• : /'I• ., o,A,.:,.,11 ... ,,, ~,.,.'.1 /Tl~-3 .,.,~ • 

Tbe t )nunea t>f IIWl are 4eterm :ne4 b7 ~o4. !laJa amohl 
I, 

end:,r .1•• ••phatloa.117. Ii• aooep\ ii lf~ral.17 tbe aiat•-

MD\. "!MN sa D~ •1•4~ nor 11A4era\an41.rag n~r caanael 

~1na\ t he t ort.• lo IIIID. UD4er ._ o1rowaalanc••• 

oan • - • ~ t nat. Poftr t7 ~.D4 r1ohea oo■L f rom Go4. 

(2) 
•rpr••••• t r.• n•• that men•• f >rtUD1• a1·• pre-4eat i m4. 

!leTerlh•l•• • f r•• will 1 g1Ten man 1D a M o a.re. h) 

all h1 a w,r 1 417 p :>ae■ ::a i lZW are pr•-4•■t1ne4, h1a NJJQtatl l n 
(3 ) 

1■ n l t. ~ bi■ eftrJ man 4eteri:.1D•• f :,r b1mael f . lor 

1• man•• • pan , t l ife pN-4eat1ned. Ill 1 11·•• aa l :>ng a a 
(4) 

bi• g ) >4 dee da M r 1 t bl• en tence. K1a-..o b1 •• l ack 

of 4aring an4 bia p1 , ual J c :>ntented out look l a t hua 

■U' :>n81,J re fle c t ed i n t be s e paa .u._~ .. referring t :> tree 

will an6 f a te. 

(I ) 2£> .2 

( 2 ) 22. 2 r,K;, !,;, o,.,,,;, Lb J)l'T7/I ..Jfl~'t,;,tp .s --, 
J t~ •,l-9 j, ')I)/$.:, D•-l I IJJ ,- •J D '~~ ~ f> i> 0 T II 'J:JI 

,..,., ,,,,, IP ';, oJ~ ;,u,,y ,. r, Jt,.,,;, ;, 1'::,1 71111:1» 

.!,ti> 1 'l 1 1J.::li> °Pfl1'1 J/ i)J JIIIJJ)'i)J ?IPl:111 

CZ) Ib14: 1'=>J'~ t-;,.rr;:, D'r'ti1 'v :,~ ur,-. ::,11, ot, .S~A 

/l I ~ JIJ 7' I 111:, ~:, 



ta Ibo•• oaamen-ia of K1aohl •• 4eal.1Ag wltb. nwar4 an4 

pan113blleDt • 18 apln seen hla orllnar7. pllua out• 

l o,k, tbe .... lack )f unlq11•m••• ~ollllllt .:1in. and pain ,u 
•. Ul o,me to 7•• abatain fl')II ■1.ll, an4 Go4 will Mal 

fl) 
y oll 'fr• all atfliotlo•• Go4 Vfatobea oTer th• pto• 

(3) 
t) t ba\ extent to • blob tb•J a4blr• t :> Hia ieaob1n,JI. ,., 
Tb• merita of the father•• bring ben.f1t t , tb• cb114ren. 

~1aohl nbaoribea unqa&llfiell7 to the .-tatement 

ti) !,II 

t2) 3,, nJ,,,. ~.,,, 0111.,, ,,.r,,, t~, =- ,;, r, .,,,,,, .:, 'lt'! "'~ 
(3) 2 . I ,.,,. , ,,.,,,, i1 ,.,., .,, ,wau IIC#7' ,,,,.~ ~·'? ! J?.r! 

~~1n 12,1, · 

(4) 111 1,,I ~~-~ ;,-,Jin "''"' • O,)•?!li> 'J~ o» .c,~•?a JnH 
. 0 JI ,.. • · - - :· : 

(6) J l ,8 ,.,.-> .J1lli) j l')l~.7:f 'b>,S~ :J•., /f~'I ... ., .. _ 
(6) 30, 22 

(7) 30 , 16 
D ~"" -,,~,-1- oa•~:J DJr.. ,~•.Sb•• ·"'~Jt~ 

O J)~ KJ~ /.)H O •/ !,!,'J>t,;, ">IT11 t-J ,_,,_4.,. ,$if 

ft 
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ta. etbioal •l••nl 1a n,, aa1s■1ag 1n bl• a,:&e\7. 

A p,?.s 1• , .. t'lbO ••1•• b:>\b ,::,,1t.SJf JYI~~ an1 ,.:,,,, .J., 
CI) 

~ 18 II• 

W1a4,m 1• the f lrel'UZIMr an4 th• 11'•-nqul■lte for l,(l, ,4 ,..,J ... ~ 
Cl) .. ~ 

cnat10L 1'b ,$.:,• ., J.,~ [>o..:>,U•~ '-'• .&pln, V"'--,. • 

~ll "lt7 •1a4o■ ba\b tb• LON f)\1114 et \be ear\b, "Xlaobl 
l8) 

O)IIMDU: ,,,6.,,, ll,jJ.:, ,, ~")~J 11 ~. • I\ 111 \be roo\ aD4 ,,, 
o,D41\on of all esla\eno• 

Tll• tear ot ao4 1a tbe 1D41■penaa'ble pn•re(l111a1te 

for •1■4om. 4'h1• f9ar ,f Qo4 1a nal.1■•4 tbr :>u«b tbe 

a4b•r•no• \ :, !'orah. ,'tma. 1D ••T•r7 •or& of Go4 ia 
l6) 

pv.re, • nn,abi •••• an esb , rtuti:>n t :, obaern the _,,.,,. 

th1■ p1lua outlook is aeen agn1D in bl..1 tnataent 

of th• anthr:>p:>m:>rpbic pas~ages ln. the ~'1•• R• ••'■ 
/I) 

tbe■ wltb tbe tra41t ~:>nal phlllJ opb¥: O-rN 1J:J /'fll'.:, ;,-,,..,, 717~?' 

(I) I,3 

C 2 ) I• l 

l3 ) 3,I9; ol¥:> 8,22: ~, ' ,r ..>•w-., . ,.., ,.:, , ..... ,,, ,,., 
...,.., • I -r,J lwall/J ..,.,.,., 

,, , 1.2 .!,..:, 'J) ,V?UJ "';,' .;,9f~ 

(6) 80 ,6 , 
-...,.,-,,;,,o ..,., ., ,, II :, Jr>b1t l'J.1.,. :>tnf 7!ij~ ..P?,t>Jt jJ 

...ftb_;,r, Oil~/ "Pj)lt,;,;, l)'l)i:, _,.ltlJ>~i1 Jllah i?· D;, 
O "'-" J, t::, J) • ..,..,, i> .j •111 > J'N oan, J>~ ,, 



• oaamot -•r, ttia, Moe• naob1 411 or 114 no\ 

bol4 an, of tbe •oft eonoepta. t e etat•• tbell 1ll \be 

e,vae of ua apoa1t1:>D ot a b1bl1oa1 ten. aDI n:,\ ill 

AD7 ■\atemn, :,f bi• o·:n pera:>D&l n-. aa,. :>n t be baa1• 

of tbe•• paa.1agee. •• m&7 UHi'\ \bat be .,u a oonaernt1Te • 

pl:>U■ J•• anl tak•• bl• •tan4 • •nset• .. ■uob. da4 be 

ober1■he4 ADJ phll :>aopbT :>r arq the )1 o,a wbiob wa11 D:>.be 

or41narJ and. the oaaaernt1T•• ba .>1114 u4oo.b\e4l 7 baft 

betra.,e4 it a omeb:>w 1n bl.a oo ... ntar7. I\ 111ut be n:>ted,&l■ :> , 

tbat be 4er1 .,.. all tba• • rt••• 11 tb:>ut r1 a or ti11g o :>zwo1 =>•17 

t :> 1114rub. 1t tma b• aoqutr•• bi obl•f obaraot ... r1at1o aa 

u•~ie. be o~DI• plet7 ant peanat. 



•• •• ,11o1 

Mo••• Daobl •• a\J1• • - aeeD 1D bi .i1 c, ... nta17 Oil 

ProTuM. la u1Nmel7 11101•. t•n l■ aotbi.ag of \ha 

111Tol'Te& aDI DO traoe of tu la'borioua. 11• ooame11tar7 on 

ProTerN rea4a u lf 11 were wrt\ten •■peolall7 tor 1D• 

uperte11oet reaAen. •ftD 1A lh• ••potJ111oD of tlfficul, 
CI) 

pu11age■ , ~bl'• ■ tJl• Dlftr loa•• 1\a l1lo1&117. 

Bia proteaue ')f U pl•SDSng a b11tl1oal pa.~•ag• lama 

on on. <Jf tbr•• r ,rUIII: ooe w,ra eJCplanatioDI, ,r wort 

b7 w)r4 ••~0~1,1,na, ,r gr,up1ng ■eT, ral pa~•oee• logetbar 

an4 espl.ain.lng lb•• u a wut. 
Ill t• f1r ill ,t \beae metb:,4a llalhl u,a.al.17 1110\e■ 

tba pbra11e b• wt abea to •luo14at• a.-1d 1.ben ad4J )De ···••• 

wluab he 4\at• u the ■ub J•at ,r 

fh\18 to 

to h(fl! M,1 •~ Jl'f)'ff} be a4b ooe •or4, 

to ••7 b7 tbat that tn• ■ub J•ot of : 

(I) A,, ••I• 8,SI 

(2) 8,J 

(3 ) 6, •2 

<•> .U•o. 2.1•,16,; Z.6;,ebapwr a, Tera•• u.2,, U,6;eto. 

(6) 4,I6 

(6) 8,Z 



II 

r.t.aob1 •• ••o:>D4 mebio& 1• ,, ,aa 11p eaob •:>~ of 

ibe Sorlplural 1a, •• aralel7 ua4 esplaill eaob 1D lurn. 

!blN U pl ana\1 :>U tac• OD ,. f:>1"11 :,f 4•t1A1 ,1oa, :>r 
(I) 

of o:>rNlat1:>n •1tt •be' preoeh• or foll on. 

fteqaen,11, Umob1 •Ul group iogetbll r aenral. Ten•• 

aDl ezplalo lbea a_- a •bole. ~1 J J11llag ••••ral o~ueoat1•• 

pua.,-a ba .-,1u a lh:>upt t oat .Splain- tbe y.;rl- ftn•• 

,b1cb, •1-1-1, _, M o'-•nr•. ~1moh1 wUl group toptat:r 

u MD.J • t1 •• wn••, &DI \bl a ba 4 >e■ repeat•U1. 
(I) 

ae w111 eftn J:>1D \be lul ••r.J• of a •bllPter •1th tb• 

o "'•Din, ver•• of the nbaeqaom obapter, tbu 1o\erter1Ag 
(!) 

•1th th• ob.apter arranpMot:J . ::1aoh1 f:>l \ owa tbia metb,t 

t :> 11.cb an ost.ont tbat 1 t 1• :>ne :>f tbe chief obarao\i..rl■ll• 

Wblr• th• test cnq be un4•r~too4 1n 11:>r• than ,m •q, 

:tiu:cb1 gi v•• all rO■ d1b111 tle~. U■11.Ctll7 be •mpl )JS tbe 

erpre■a i.>D ~•• aarking ttle tranaitloo fr011 one eS'planat1,a 

to an:>the2 • IA the o)lmeotar1 :>D ProTerba tbi• ezpreNloa 

occur• ain7 ltfta t1•a - T:h1ob l a t.be f1m•t tri .. 11.te 
(t ) 

tJ ~mc,.1 •• open m1ucle4ae li :a a ,, exegete. 

(I) ,,26.27 eta. 

(2) !, llf'II; 1,, 12 c-13 , 16 ~Io; 18 ~ I9; 26 ~27; 
16, IO~ II; 12 • IZ; lu, · 18 •lii 1•, •.21,11; 

16, IZ,1•, 16; 27, 28, 29; If, 3,,,6; 18. ,,6,o; 

18, IO, II, 12; 16, 1,2,Z,4; 26, 8-I!; 26, 23-28.eto. 

CZ) lt, 84'16,I; 16, 82,83 &17, l 

,,, 1,1.z; 2,11; 3 , ? .2?,34,36; ,,15; 6,6,14; 9,6,?; 



IO 
(I) 

to ••••nl .,.... bl ctn• ,aar" poaaUale •utD19. 

000Ul0Mll7 ~111 will u e 1M ••t lJl alallng 

a ••ooDI poa.s.,1e MUiing, an4 tba 1mpnu1;,n la lef t 

lbal be 1• ill 4Jw»I u lo 1 '8 •al 1&117, Ibo bl to•• not 

tOllldl hlmaelf for 11 or ac&UJI\ 11. 

I.Ollu'aoterlallo Iara■ 

Mona Daebl'• coaantQ'J 1■ obaraolerlaet •1 • 
nuaber ,f espre■ato• peovllar , , 1, . .. bey oan not N 

1 o,u4 u pon aa t eobDloal te11111 beoau • lh•J are 11,, itae 

aooeple4 teraa of \he ese,et.ee. 4- he7 are espreulo• 

penllar to it1aohl. !be7 are: (I) ,.5. De■orl~lag a Uallael 
••olilll or un1, 1D lbe -.t 

lj P If J n;,ling the begizmlng :,f 
aJ.liZ ■11/1 a apeoiflo llllll Ill 

utit t S,.a_ 
noting tba OJllOlU lJn of. 

p jf)I p.Sfll ~pecltlo \lll1t (8) 

_l.._) ____ __.4 __ ,,iil;./,.,C-~7 .. w .. , .... IJ__ om wort wblola a tan4.t t or l wo (t) 

(I de 4 O'lllliDll• d f r Jw prece41Dg PAB•) 

,,, 10.,.,.9.10.1,.20. 2Z ; 11.e.10, 12.1,.1e.21; . I1,9.I?, 

1,, •• ,.1,.: 2.zs.M , 16,18;16,26.271 17'14.18.II; 

19 , IZ, 18; 20 ,6.27, tl,Il. 25; 

II) 19,18; Z0,82; eto. 

(2 ) 1.1; 24.M; etc. 

( ,; ) 9 . 18 

( 4 ) 2. 9 

Dn r.1ra• a term 1a 7•'" 
(I■• '• I) lb Y ,,,,, lb•:, ,., 

I ~ :J ) t, It) I ~ .JI y ..JJ >I/ t3 



• ,. Ql])b ! y .. ,:, (l) 

o,,ew ~,.,, :t J? ,., tz> 
I• 

(! JJN/ P'l:2 lt•• ~ lf? ntertng to preoe41ag Yer• • 

• aDI al o tbe t Ql.1 o•1DI• 

(6} /!!!• >'W .,. ,rirt~ (I) th1• T•r•• 1• par t of 

(6) 
(6) 

' ·•· ,,., ,,,,, .11"' ,. • tbe il'lcUoaiea 

D'I :tI 9'1'« 
,. SOU'oe•: Koe•• ::1aoh1 toe• n ~t in ~ • J, 

reveal h1 .narcea . B• auooee4a reaartabl• •11 1n teep1Jll 

• out of bib aw.41. He quote& n~ >De, 41nctlJ' or lD• 

41reotly. In , .ly tbree paa .Jage ~ 1n the entire o:>-Dt&17 

.s ,, (8) 
on Pr~ftrba 4 :>e be re fer t o tb• 1"11 • 

--------------------------
fl) 28.rr 

{2) I&,I; &I,I. IbD E1ra•a typical 

c:· ) 11.2,.ao.1, 20.28; 2a.21.eto • ... 
(4) 20.8; 26.M, 2u. ~8;28.2I. etc. 

(6) a.34; IZ.19, 26.16. etc. Ibn Esra WiUallf u.s•• tbe tera: 

,,,~:, :J 7fWP fpa.84,IZ) 

{6) a.2'1. I bn 1.,ra•• t ypical term 1a /1>ri) !,-, D 1Jlhor 

/b )"'';) ! 7 Jt l --, , ;,~ 

(7) 12. 2; lZ,7; 1,.1a1,.1a.20.21. •to. 
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EftD 111 lb•• • pa .. aap■ t:, wblotl be gl••a m:,re than :>DI 

explanall:>11, be t,eJ nol q1nle an, oz:w :,r refer to •~ 

)EM t"' b) a4ftnc• 39 •1•• :>r tbt1 :,tber. For u, thi■ 1• 

Ullf:>rttm,ate, for 111 keeping u.■ :>•\ of bl• atv.q be 

aeps • • al ao awa17 f roca hi ael~'.. If •• me , t h• ■ ouro•• 

b• v.t1111et we algbt be able t:1 4elerm1~1~ aoh::>larl7 

lnur•t• or tbe oultural tendt1001, .. of th• man , an4, 

po.alblJ, a :,•tb ing •ov.t b1■ J~n:,nal prefere11oea. 

Aa 11 1■, •• are lett 011t 14• t:u bolted to:>r, t:,tw.17 

1n Iba tark a-s to tb• otu.r aotez· of t he man w :,rlting ·1 t b1n, 

ant t:>tal.17 111 tu dark ,~~ oa t:, the 11u-ar7 at bl■ 41■p0llal. 



c\~~: 
llCSES KDiCHI AS GR ,111.:..ARBN 

It 1a on : 1mchi'a gralll!ll~tioal. works r ather t han on 

hi ,; exegetic t hat hie f ortunes in his t ory rest. \", 1th 

his lit tle manual. of Rebrel, gr ammar, the uahalak, 

~11nchi reached a ,a.blio f ar-flung i n time as .-:el 
1
• as i n 

geography. The Christian sch)lar .3 of the fifteenth ond 

sixteenth centuries e$re said t :> have been influenced 

by t bi.:i com!,1lati on ot t he mo.:.t esser,tial. ru.le .3 g :>verning 

t he Jfebrew language . The t:ah.alak gained 1 t ~ pre atige 

not only becauJe of it~ c onden~ed , text -bo:>k charac ter , 

but al. so f)r t he r e a son t hat it r.as the only one o~ its 

kind in its time •• I t was the only little v:>luaie adapted 

for the uses of t he Jewi s h l ayman a=.d the ..,hri:3 t1an 
CI) 

atudent of liebrew • 

• .-e are interes ted in ::i .::chi •a gr ammatical views 

which are expl icit)y stst ed in the comment::u-y on prover bs . 

The fol1 o~•ing page:. , theref:,r e , do not sttempt :t c )mplete 

statement :>f ~imchi as gromma.ria.n, , bat i s attempted in 

the subse quent paragrapba i s tJ review the specific 

gr ammatical point~ ~ mcbi mJke 3 in the Proverbs colJllll8ntary. 

I . Roots. 
In indicatinB the r oot of a worl, .:::imchi states 

another b iblic al w:>rd or phras e , introduced by ]"' , 

(I) Bacher, W, "Die nebraische Spr achwiSoenabhaft " 

• .XI,page I98 . 



Maalng \b:i\ tu wort 1n ua\l)ll o)•• from Ua• .... 

roo\ & 3 toe .. \be wort nfen& lo. ~b•, t,r •sample , 
II) 

• 1■b1118 t , 1D41oate tbe ro, \ )t .,.,,~71• liaohi aq a 

•Jt If,:/ $-, '~la.Ju,, . .,lt-1,'J•'lba\ ii;- 11':I ~~ O)IDI■ fr• --\bl ■&M r30\ from • b.1ob 1.:1 >4'..I', 1 4er1 "'• i ba r)ot la 

., ,. R\ j(l .obi 4,ea 110\ ■ \a\e 1 t a,-olfloal.17 • .:.e 

t aus 1\ t,r grant ed \ ha\ tu rea4er know■ wba\ be meua. 

1ga1 r • CJ 'J ':J. X 11 Jtl( ,_. $ If• Jo ·Y}!l:!' I) 

I , ,,t \en o, uecu\1Te r o,ta!Mtoatlon..i &.Dl c~• aret 

tbe■ • 1 lb tb-e d 91'1 Yat 1 ) DII g1 Ten l n Ge ;Jell11l8' IASioxi. 
(6) 

U.1 \en oblok•d per'feo\17. Ill ,m l u \anoe llmabi ■-7 

I ) 4, 16 

&) 12.21 

~) IO,Z 

1) 11.•• 

-



&.ftrN 

Klaobl 1• not pftn lo teobnical tena. lie 11••• 
,.,,.. •parlngl.7. In tb• O)U'We of b1• Yer, ISJ)OJS.tion 

10 tb• ?roftrba o.-.entar7 be •■plop f our graa:1atioal. 

urma: ,~,, J:11•, ..,,,,.:, .J~,•~ ,.~ J.:,,e, J:11,,,, oo, 
(I) 

UD4er ~' ,J.,,,. be a99ata ot lrana1t1•• •r••• 
yr,~ J~,» l• \be apN■•1~n tor 1ntrazu1t1ft Teroa. 

(&J 
fhia pbra-1e be empl:>JII onl7 \'Wice. ..,;,.,, ~,..1•• 

•• 

I 

(I) 
of oovae . \bl paJ t tenae. ooour1ng tw1o• l n \be O)alllDtU7. 

tbe 1Df1nit1•• he expre ••• • 1tb tbe ter■l,i,ea raitlhl• 
(6) 

tena t:>:> ::>ocura :>nl1 tw i cd in th" entire coamentar,. 

Hot once do•• I 1mch1 g1Te a full anal.pie ~t • verlt. 

In tb• ab .,•• ment i :>net oa.a•• ( aild t e.j .., retenno•• .plu 

8,6; I,II; II,2; 29,25. are the :>!ll.7 pl.affa ;-her e he ape.a 

:> 1' ••rb• aa auob) tie 11 1mpl7 s tatua ) De ~r tho :>tber 

t•oh, 1cal term. ID 11tating t hia bl f :>l t owa one f:>rllllla: 

7bl~ J~1~.~~r1f11el> 6fl.j'~1J i 
( 6) 

TJ/
1 

tb:> 71>1~ Jo,, r.r.111. ()loe be u•• tb• terJ,-,, I~. tf • -
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.&.tier luelllag tA• tien be prooee4a lo ezpre11a Iba ••n1111 

of lbe paaaa • • 1 lb,u\ ~ all•pl M oompl• i. tba 

amlpl• ot Iba Terb. 

ZS.AIJecllne. 

!be \en ,a,, o• ... ~ot1n. oocnan 1n Iba 
(I) 

aeftn llaiiN. ,-=,.,. II•• •••••anti ft. oon.r• four 

0 aa11111ta17 
(I) 

,11111 •• 

111 t wo l m lam•• Uaobl 14' n,t oer\aln b,w to olaaalf7 
(I) 

lhe word l o qua t.1 on: /->JI ,1 ~~~ Ot, "'~' ~T~ • >'J!lf ~~ 
-, J> t, t ~ Ill'• ,o/S~ )llU I> 0., JIIIIIJ ,,, 

ASain. /JU, ,,, lltl.11 o• ,,, , .. ., 011111,)J ,,n,. ,~-✓ •.:, .,,.,.~, 

In 011e 1.Ulaaoe Ihobi 1• n~, ••rtain •b•... \bl W)rl 
(I) 

1• an a4 Joct1•• :>r • ftrla. l,,,., .,, ,. 't#INI 11t1J1,1. ~•II 7,• 
It 1• obaraotor16\1o ot bl ;;t tem r aa u uepte t , .i1tate 

b otb poaaibU1tl••• al a t , rmul.a 1n n J\lng an a4Jeot1ft 

1• tb• •-- • t bat i n n Jt ing &111 , ,aa.r t:>na: l/lUt~ o• . '~?• 
">11Jt'11 Dt/1 • 7»11~ 
Joabar• 1n tbl ooame11tJJ'7 , ~•• Uaoh1 teaoribe the a4-

J• ct1-re . :>r \ell &11,tci ng ~t t he f:>rm ot t hia part of 

apeeob. 

(1) I.I.12; 11.26, 21.16; u ,zo. 26.l&i 29,lI . 

( 2) II,If, 11. 1,; 26,18; 29. 11. 

' :- ) 16. ! '3 

(4) 29 , I I 

(6 ) 21 .6 



1, 

•,mnw -' aattt••· 
llujohl glT•• t he ~ tbe f)roe of ,,.:.-,. "Ntaa• 

ot•. or •on aooou, of•.,~,:JPJ*aaJ /'"" ,, ...... "b7" 

or "on aoooul of pr14e". .taa1n, lo llf/!f,'·1 71'~!":l olJ, ,~ 
,,., 7 .,.~,, 01'11~ . ,., ... 

M MU: - . : ·/~.,~ I"" ,,:,~.,, ~,~ ✓•.JJ, 
• 

explailllog tu wra•: tba · ·orl4 bo11,r11 a kiq •••• 

of tbe l&rl' 111..llber of clt11en:s bl baa. ua4 4ealnot1oll 
J 3 ) 

eo ... 1,\) a prinou beoauJ e be bu llt> popalaoe. ,, llu• 

tbe -f, bu the foroe >f a • o • 0"10 1,,,,, '~!'~ ~ '1.y ,., 
~ ,,._. Jf•~ 1~,. H• 4oea no,, bonTer, 4et1m \he esoct aNll1JIC 

of t be '> • leartng the 1apN«t81on \ba t the ~ ln lb1:i 

11l2taD01 MUW "of• or •ou+,t•. !he ~ -, al■o Man "Wben• 

d ••• TJbJ'1 7>7~ /!Jn 7(6A~ -~~ 

Tba:, u 1ni,1oat1n :>f t 1me 1~ 11D more ol1arl7 l n 
(i) ✓ 

D'1• IY1'~~. In C)&JMllting >n t n1u phraa• Z1mahl g1Tea 

a1Teral ~ r4a hann, tbe µ"po■1t1:>n ~ expr •• ,1 •• 

/'° ,- ,~•IIJ oJ.:, ,,,.yj~ ,.,n:, 1t11•:, ,,,,,,:, ,.,,,.,11.:, -"~'• 

~ Til• t:> an4 t h• ~ at t1 :r1e s interchange, aa t een ab :>ve. 

ttma, ,~. n ·ta oooaa1,na11.1 1nd1oat1Te ~t time : 
"' 7,,,.,, Jl~.J ,1:,,j.:, Jt'',,1 JtAJI ,,,~,,/) ·'Jlh'!t•) 

(I)IZ.IO 

,2,1,.28 
IZ)1,.2e 

(4)9,6 

(6 )8.21,')·' 

(6)20,4 
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!bl o lllillealN ••paralion, ~ al u \ba S ezpr•••• 11111011. 
Cl) 

!Ima. espl.a1D.1ng"1NIJ ~ U.Oll1 •a,a : ow P ,, • .,,, ,, 5on ..11~7~ 

-, ~ 'TJ :J,1.,,p ~,,,,, -,.,,j o:, .111,;,~1 Jin,, /ch 11,,-, D''" 
(I) 

A' \1-■ lbe .S bu \he force -:,t >1:i,J1-J. 

,J fba J. -:,f oova•, la a oon~u.not1on, •aDI•. Tb1a l • 
r 

11• _.poD4er~ tu.nctt,n. At Ila■ , ~laobi not••• lt 
-p' (I) 

Ma.DI •or". '" ,,,J#hJI '""YI ,,,,, . 
Umch1 

6.lbl par\1ol• rl!I• 
!bl part1ol•_.~ .. ana D ~• n . obi o,a . .en\a ::,n 1\ ln 

h ::, paaaa@e• an4 in b,th o J ea ~ give■ it tba •­
(I) 

D .,,, •J:., a~ ,,,::, . • ..,,, ,.,,. -"t. • 
y~ _, (6). 

I:,•~ IJ JI O Y / • D l~e/J..¥ .fl/ti . : ... 
ID \be 7-~-atJD.mchi erpl aina t he pa.:·\iol•, 1n~iu41n.g-f/l• 

0 11,, i> ~ t11 ..,r,, ,.:' :..,, i>J: :r. ':1
,: ~ /::- • 

ttma: 

( I) 1,., 
(2) 18,I 

(3 ) 80,28 1n48gun 1n 26,27 

(4) ,,I" 

(6) 8,251 

(6) I . ,2 

(7 ) /f -,3"' 

4 • .., t ,. .... t., 



It 

6. t,utoop;apg. 

iamob1 4eT>t• a gr .. , 4e«ll of atlenti::>n to la• 

10,grapbJ. 811 mnr "ar1•w of •tsnSng Wl)l"ta. &t tSW 

M tet tma wort• •o oaaaon ta ,bl a1,1e ,11a, ,mwoDlen 

• bJ M toe• it. He 4ett•• nob a l mpl• w,na . an4 w~rcla 

wh1c b are , t no oonneq,aenoe tra ~ 1n,.lleo'1aal 

ataD4polnt, aucb a .s ,,,~ • .,.,,,.~~Jt, D''T',)/• 1D bl• 4et1111,1cma 

bl 1• estremel7 Mn.rai.. o 18DC'9 bl• aonrao7, I ,oolc 
CI) 

tblrt1 f1Te c ::,n entlw tet1n1,1om ot w:,r411 aD4 oompan4 

t bem ~1tb t be 4ef1n1t1,na g i ven 1n Qeaem•• • ~--

l e .JD. Ewr7 OIW 'lf th•--· tb1rt1 f l ft cbloked ezaotl J. 
(2 ) 

llDI ,f tb••• 1• a moote4 term If f I j, u4 1n i biu ct ae, 

t ,::>, f.1mc h1 an4 i.eaeDSWI gin t ,be ■a- IZpluaatl:>D. 

fh1• n:,t :,r~ 7 te t1t1ea t , Klmobl •s aoourao7, 

but it tee t111• ~ al ~ , t o th• 1Ddebt• ... •• of the a:,dern 

l exio:,grapber:1 to t!M llldieftl Jewl eb acb:,l ara. 

c1>2.12.10, a,10.1a.!z., ,.10, 6,10, 6,a.1,.2,.z2; 

?,4.6.18.201 8,Z.6,9.27.28. ZZ.!51 9,2. 3 ; 10,8.16, 

I.Z,Z; 14,Z,16,161 I7,I•1 21,IZ; 22,6,10 , 26,14, 26,1. 

(2) 7 ,IO 



4') 

,.,-,allel S!£!o'11r• aDl QOD41t1JD&l ~•n\eaoea1 

4imob1 Noop11H parallel J\ft ·Ive. U s Mra tor 

lt ta ,,.,y,, , • .,. , .. be a,,.a lbal 1D a.,~, .i1ti1,,, ..,,,". 

repeal• \be lb~ll\ ezprN •4 b7 tbe pre .. &1.Ag ola••: ?' 1' 11,J . . 
. 

0 /1 

ohapter I. liaab1 .. bow bl• an&era lan4tng lf lh• aln4111lllal 

atrv.ature. ibe ohapler OJA.11•\u :,fa protaal•• ••re• 1-4, 

toll oeet 1»7 a , .,,.fol& -.otoet•, marat u ,~,b 1n:.atanoe~ 

b7 f J na. om 1n Yen• I ant t be ) \Iler in Terttri, eaob 

f ')llowll b7 reneotl l DI o,Df11'111ng or 1111uvat1.;,g tbe 

• ta.tement. Z1-er.1. lb:, n , t oar171ng 1 t t.hr J1181l to 11:a 

final p)1AI. r dO~gn.1••· t h1• ■tnaiure. ~1• O)IIUIIDt• ~D 

tb1• cbpaler bnnon11• wel l wltb 1'8 wtruo'11N. 
• Ia om l•tance naohl ezplalna a tagge■II. lJl ~ Jt~t 1 

be p, tb• 4 gge b i n the ;, 1a t :, oompenaat• \ be 1, .. a 

of t b• -p 1n the t h1r4 raA1oal(oorrecll7 4er1T1ng 

from .,,, fl ) • 

(I) 8• alao 8,16; 9,7 



001qr.ua101 
lloaea ~bl baa been atort.1ma,e 111 b1a,:>17. Jor 

owr aeftn tmalre4 i-ar• llaa be been 4ul1•4 toe oredl\ 

•blab ... ,.. blm aa atb:>r :,f \bra• OOIIINlltU1N • S1aob1 

a)ul.4 Do\ attort t:> loe• ,a. or•Ut tor \beae wr1tlllga, 

Ja•t & 4 DD Jara. to wbaa th•J ••r• ore41t• , 111 DJ\••• 
\be■ \) perpeaa\e hia DIIIN 1D h!d\JrJ. ftrtber, ~, ninobl'• 

ooc:aentU7 OD Jolt oDl.7 a few tra,menla ban c:>mt 4:>,Jn t:> iaa. 

fbea• ollllll9ntarlea::.T't r1gbUJ at\rlbllte4 t:, b1JI, wou14 not 

haft pl ~oe ... bl:n •:u1g tbe glallta ill IarMl. TbeJ ao Do\ refleot 

~ unlqu pO"era. !MJ are cnll \al»le ••la; \hey retleoi 

an bODI■\ an4 aonratel7 1Df)ra4 adn4, ltut the, •b• A:>\blDg 

unlqu aD4 no auggea\ i )D :,f tbe original. ~1111 .. , \bo \baJ 

w,1114 Dot baft ••CNN\ f:>r tbe1r aatbor a pl ace am,n, Ibo•• 

1n tbe firJt rank 1D J••1•b learning, tbe7 evel7 w:,ull 

ba'ft won for b.1 an bo~re4 pls ae bebillll tb:>a• 111 tbe fr ::,DI 

ranka. All 1 t 1:a . J£oees Ziu.cbi b:>lda Ilia plao• in hiat:>1'7 

prlmar117 • • the autb :>r :>f th• o.>apact little. 7 5;, r.l. 
.- ~e!■t• be 1a :>nl.7 re11rn4 t:> aa baniag -4• alml a\temfl• 

1n tb1• bra.nob :,f 11~rature. 'J.'bU Baob•r, tbo tul.17 aware 

:>t Zi~chl'a .lllllth:,ratup :>f tbe l:>-aalle4 •Ibn Esra• :>D 

Esra, tlehemlah. an4 Pr :>verba, 11am1e.!el bi:n aa exegete • 1th om 
CI) 

••nteaoe. Eftn in h11t :>r7, it aee•, 1"11'111t 1:npreaJ iona .. a.re of extr•• 1::p:>rt@oe. Koae• Uaahi ·:: ... a further untort t.ma\e 

i n ttl.at tbe wt.a ttie 8)11 :>f a fam:,ua father an4 an •"n m~re 

tam:>ua 7:,unger br:,tber • .eet·:r••n the two ).l!:>&ea bas been :>ft81o,b4 

( I) ... obiobte f•r Babblnuch• L61era,ar, ·ed. by Winter and 
Wunache. 



lllllul7. Konoffr. be 1• t~o Mal a N•ballal. 111 _..ban• 

10+1 :,eel7 lo b1• \esl, f~r bi• )Wll poplll.ar1t1 1D lll1alor,. 

• .-a• D:> a14raablo: 4lgr-•1om. u 4:>e• a .. bl; be 1D4ulpa 

ln no p:>l•m•; a. npporta a0 oDI lt7 -• ant at1;aoD DD om. 

B• l• aonpal ..i, a lllllball•I and. floe■ no, &enat.tt f:roa lbe 

~n 1Uller aQ olrnaalanoea. , o-&q ... w,1114 1'leJll7 

esne• him fr• praot1•1111 bl• nrl'Ua 1t ea. •)U).~l :>nl.J 

oommll a few alu an4 make 3 ) M 41gre■at.OIII. 

• ·o•• Kblabl • • 1'11J):>rtano• aa enge\e a a t lte ffiftn 11:>re 

eapbaal• lbul lt bu noelw4 IUl now. rru.• •D) llglla. ba ,1 ... , 

n, m · traUa. There la n,tblDg of tba p1oaaer 1D ltll• ••se•l•; 
but be f:>11 ,wet 4111gentl7 beblm tb• pl,• ,t t h• ;pl>DI•- 111 

r,•bat uct. plOIJlllJ. Nll)ft4 tbe at,m• aD4 br,te tb• el:>4.a 

preparing the f 1el4 t , r t b• barftat -• at leaat t,r a bane■I 

that might b.aft beon. 



IOU"OU 

!lie DD Ban on ProTerN 

O\her AOlll'O- ~D Ko••· I:laohl, but Dot ued 1D thl• 

Uleaia: 

tba nn .eara =>D Lara AD4 .. -...1.a, 
I••: Jewl• ll .Eno7el ,petia, art.. Kiaobi, KM••, tor 

nt•r•noe t:> •s.•1 '?o•• aDd oa.aen\ar7 :»D J:,la. 

!bl pn Bara-P,obl zz:o,1• 

AINW; 

ae161am:, .. Juob. "orient" (Qel'IIAD), IMI. 

Llppn•n~ Q-'rlel Blr.Q,/, "Zl)D" (Bet.rew) IMI•Ikt 

IJl'lTer: A Commentary on the Boot of P1'0Terb1, 
Attributed to Aorahaa lbn Bara,oxtord,1880. 

Gelger • .il: 1n oaar lebaa4 { .,"' 1'J ••> et. alaMateli., 
II., 17-24 

Berliner, i . /''"'' C•t. ?Mak) n, ~- 10&,10.. 

Baober, w.: Qea~1ct• 4er Rabbl.aeaobea JAt!-ratur, 
•4. bJ Winter an4 ';',VJlJ OU • 

Baober, • • : J••lab :;nc701ope41a, 

IAY1La . Cas per : " • 
ben l.'aao, aD4 ?Joa••. 
t iber, 3Ub1, (Phil.) ,,fl, 

• IC1mob1 • J:,■ • 

Sob.loeaalnger, :.!ax, Jer.l ~b .1;;Do7olopedla, art. !Cara, 
Joae ""'b en ~ lme •n. 

Ste1nao~1aer, ~ •• J••1 ~b Llt.t rature, Lon4:,n 1867 • 

.r..tner1dge, J, •,: •• Jerusalem und •U>•rlaa, sva ancl 
.:ortoTa: A ... urny of the neligl:,u CJl4 Soh:>laa1.10 
Literature :,f th• Jeq. Lond:>n, 1866, 

araham• .. I orael : .,.bapterti :,n J•\· 1ab l i t erature, 
Pb11&4elpb1a, 1899. 

0&,t& ,-Ju, . • • ~. • and .J:>7. , ~ . :!. : 1 ... bort ,, lll'YurJ' 
of t be z?al)b1n1oal ·lD4 J.:a41•Yal J'llclai■m, L~D4on, 1920. 
(See alao r••1•w :,f thia T~l ume in Jewi ab Ql&ar\erlJ 
EeT1ew, Oot. 1923) 



II31,IOGli_B?(OOKTiarD) 

Gr•ls, B. Blal,17 of th• Jewa III• oh. II 
(Sllgllah •41 t1on) 
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