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nounced that the dawn would break even in Rursia. And the Jew still
gtands at the parting of the roads, still gazing into the dark future,
gti1l 1ifting his eves unto the heights. . . .

In the mldst of tre stifling atmosphere and dense darkness,
nussian Jewry was fillled with the enchanting strains of M.J.Lebensohn,
peretz, and Biallk, unheard in Israel’s tents, since the days of Halevl.
The Jew sings lest his heart break with grief. Is that a swan Song?...
No! His song rings with the unshaken faith that his Redeemser doth
not sleep nor slumber, and re-ecioes with the buoyant hopefulness of
chernichovski : Y A'amino gam be-athid!"; *Yea, I believe in the

future."
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.Chapter SR D uantial s
8 I 1s8lsa under Alexander I.

When on the night of larel Lty :
! 11ght of larch 24th, 1801 Paul I was murdered in a ‘

palace con:piracy his son Alexands

r I was proclaimed Czar of all Russis.

118 en.ightened rule o the dess 3 I
3 en.ightened ruler to the despotic throne of the

Romanoffs marked the dawn of a n-w era i

Rugs ian life. Coming with an

ardent desire %o proclaim the richts of man and to rive Russia a consti-

tution, he devoted the first ten years of his reign %o the remodeling
of the administration and to the imrrovement of the conditions eof his
subjects. The young ruler and his friends were agreed that Russila was

ripe for 1ib-r=l institutions. ia helief vas especially strengthened
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lawful power, wnicn shoula ceadt i exist when tie cousiitution is in
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force and the nation has chesen ils repr Latives. Alexander: :9Tms8d

) e wwnaas Tihertv. Rauslity and l‘raternlity
a 11]{'1?’15 for the re volutionary paArases Libert: , HQualliity and raternd

wnlch sound rather strenge in the mouth of a Czar, through the instrue=

e R AR +he dis nle Rousagan and
tion of his tutor Colonel Caesar Laharpe, tne lisciple of Rous AL

eral- and adherent of the Trench Rave-

Voltaire, and the enthusiastic 11b
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The French philescphic thought became a fad among the highe:

lution.

catherine and consequenlly affected the

nobility during the reign of

-+ u £0 & t his ¢
young Czar. His innate nature was atiuned U0 the teachings of Rousseau,

d rrewxkxx. ecstatic ‘at the sight of a

He was a worghiper of nature an

flower, o green leaf, a landscape. ‘1is companicnsg were cheosen from nen
: ) TyYe 3

of kin sympathies.

The young ruler came to tne throne with shundant enthuslasm for the

owever, the condition of his country and
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the P vions corbined in checking the execution of his ideal. |

Ress lan civilization durine
ien during the first qurater of the ninsteenth

v wa 8 ve oW € N -
century was at a very loew ebb. The fifty million pepulaticn of the year

vread © 4w . & ;
1815, sprread over two million square miles was bound together by commen

igd anguage and traditd T ey . -
religion, language and tradition. "“Her enormous population was as mono-

toncus a8 her forest-fringed steppes.® CGreat Russia with ioscow as its

woaa *hae most Yool s X P - ;
center, was the most progressive section of the country. TLittle Rusela,
with Kiev as center, and WVnite Russia, embracing Vitebsk, Mognilef
grodno and iinsk were still at the threshols of civilization. In the

-

Paltic provinces Tuwraepean culture gained a hold among the upper classes

on account of its centuries of influence on W Pinnish and retto-Lith-
nanian racss. There were Very few institutions of higher learning and
the students were drawn largely from the children of the noblemen, The

first institution of this lkind was established in 1732, as the "Borps

A Lo e . 1rEr Demmegs T1i-abeth establishe
of nobility". by Bueress Ania. LB 1753 Bopress abath established

the University of »0sctVW. The first generation of gracuates from the e
gchools were interested, in accordance with the fashion of the time,

in literature and athletics. 11 the second half of the century philoa=
ophy and pelitics vecame the shion. The Russia of 1750-1800 followed

eagh stape of this
However, this tendency ©f enlightenment was limited to a small
circle. Tne middle classes and the peasanis were steeped in igncrance.
¥hile the peopulation Was encr‘moug,,ﬂqe inner organization was extremely
deficient. The urban population of 1812 was less than five percent of
the. e e Peter 8HUrS had but three hundred ’chousa_nd citizensg in
1820 and Moescow only tWO hundred and fortyseven thousand in 1823. The
cities with the exception oFf poland and the Baltic provinces were little

g, regates of village@. This was largely due to the ab-

more than a

.‘:'-':ﬁénco of a Russian middle 018_38.2 peter the Great strove to build up

ot on

account of comm
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ercial needs
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effOI‘tS were being realized very 5':'-10‘?.’]_3!’,

in the hands of foreigners.,

gegsion of caepital wss
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Furopean feudal

They met annually under their marshals in each government

resentations a8 to local affairs., hev had the monopely of the fairs
and of distilling rye spirits and omed all tke land of Russia which
did not form s part of the crown domains. The naticnal church, however, ;
pogsessed many privileges. The parisn priests and tae menast ic orders
were exempt from poll-tax and comscription, had weir own ecclesiastical
courts, and civil justice was in their hamis.
The Greek church and autocracy went han in hand. For the Czar
ruled in matiters ecclesiastical through the Holy Syned. The religion

and civilizstion of Ruaaia

the Poles, lnhabiting the

was one of the great disturbing elements

time the hostility resulting bev

had well nigh wrecked the

ficial Russia ill tolerated all other

0lic, During the stress of

reign the Jesuits gained &

verted many nobles.

mandrite of the monastery of

the right hand of the Czar

o 1n January 1816 waich banis

1&0 another ukase was 188

'wzng table of the growth

ring the workers i

ks workers in guilds, exempting the members of
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the firs €=u1~1d from poll-tax and corp

rest

aristocracy in tha

Enpire of the

This aroise

0 the ponulation mm‘b
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oral. punishment. However, his I

External commerce still lay
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Handerafts were not organized. The pos-

ricted to the hobility, which differed from |

t there were few traces of privilege. |

to frame rep=

came fro= wyzantium, vhersas the ideals of
western governments, came from Rome. This
in Russ ian History. At one

+ween theée two groups of the Slav family

Czars. No wonder that the o=

religious views save Graeco-Cath=

warfare at the beginning of Alexander's

stronghold in the Russ jan capital and con=

d the fanatic zeal of Photii, the archi-

George, and confessor of Araktchesf,

RS

Through his influence an ukase wes issued

hed the Jesuits from St.Petersburgiand in

wd which expelled them from the whole country;

nf urba population is very interesting,
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The peasants were chained

“tne belief of children entrusted to them

——t —— s

71.’70"9!' to sell them with the. est

they Wwer ¢ charged with abusing the tolerance gr
in

e mted them, in sapping
carrying an active propaganda

the German Colonists of - .
among al nists of the South, the Je 'we, and the pupils of

the State college. Another cause for
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further religiocus unrest was

of the British Bil Lo e e i
aetivity ¥ it ish Bible Stcilety, whicg earried on active work in

- er's support B Gal s
Russia. Alexand » support of the foreign missicnaries aroused Photii

to remonsfrance and led %o further hatred o all religions save the
e chur?h. This church kept the masses in ignorance in accerdance

with the will o f theruling classes,

Nor could the fGreek church educate the masseg, For its clergy was

ignorant in consequence of the 1sdk of higher schools for clergymen.

Thus the population was for the most part illiterate. Ulilyukov writes

accesgion of Alexander I: "Only one tenth

man could say his Tord's Prayer, n~t to ment ion the Apostles Creed and
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the Ten Commandments. An A-B-C book Or a pI imer as to be found there

o syws '} - - 1 ) e Bt -~ - y
at the rate of e copy per twenty=~four hundred inhabitants, the Gospel

was never read, and, when recited at mass, was heard without belng un=
) : i

derstood; there was no el ementary and ne re;__;nl;".r gscondary scnoeol even
, s 4 -

X ~ Imndirhe &nh a 1 : f ny % e
for cl ergymen anda cf course nv hicrner &c 100l at all. 1d0a5},1: any were

to be found there, were of foreign importation - a very rare ar nd most

severely pronibited m.q-cnannise kept for the private use of a few per-

8ong of higher station astriving éafter self-cul ture; for the most part
H

these ideas were preserved in foreign books and carefully put up in the

merchants +nd higher of*icers."l.

book~-casges of a dozen foreign

to the soil. The land-owner: had the

ate which they tilled. In the eyes of

e nominal owner of the serfs. He collecteq

‘ﬂlﬁ law he was regarded 2% th
: e amual tale of recruits for the army, and.

h th
 dmperial taxes, 1097 jmpoverished sta of the peasanis condition,

This resulted in }‘ﬁ&ge Pn his estate, Ate was virtually a slave,
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aeprived of the right to own himsels

with the advent of Alevxander T
: nt of Alexander I a change took place in the entire

gituation of Russia. e commence e A
¥ nced to carry the dreams of his youth
into reality. IHis great

ambitlon was 40 reors g
s rganize Russia, Consequent-

1y he re}:lace‘d the collegiate organization of the councillors, which

prevz.’tled in Russia =zin
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6 eter 2 Cre 3 e
peter the Great, by ministers, seven in num=-
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divided the empire into six scholastic circles with a university

Heclesiagtical schools were established for the

.her/&nd
as the center in each.

instruction of the Clergy; "@bove the schools were seminaries; next the

~

Boclesiasticnl Academies of 1oscow,St. Peters¥urg, Wazan and Kiev. 22&

Parish and district schools and gymnasia were astablished for the laity,
and pedagogic institutes to train teachers a2t oscow and St. Pe&ersburg.
Three new universities were foundedjin Kazan Kharkef and St. Peters-

b ’

burg and those of Hoscow, Wilna and Dorpat were reorganized.

government acih.oels were founded for the military education of the young

nobles. Alexender strove tc lessen the ignorance of the people by mak-
ing the regimental system & nucleus of public instruction. Thus in
o=}

1818 about forty-six thousand children ofsocldiers were educated at the

exyense of the state. The censorship of the press was relaxed and the
the liberation of

reign of 1 ensued. The great dream of hisilite -

the peasants - was not reached in his day. IHowever, he tried all pos=-

heir ¢ adition. Thus he oardered that every seff

8ible means to improve U

Who joined the colors as 2 recruit thereby gained his freedom. He also

ood intention towards the raskolinks,(the orthodox of

the Greek Church who rejected the reforms of Nikon).

mave for a 10_@3 wanile proved that the spir-

gave signs of ¢

YReason and ex=

Perience", says the edict, |
'fuﬁ.]. B v the people, which off ielal sermons cnly cause to take
. "er root, cannot be cured and dispelled except by forgiveness, good

8, and tolerance. poes it become & government to employ violence
’ -




~*‘ Btruction ,was dismissed (1824)

and cruelty t¢ bring ba
3 kS

ck these v -
€ vander i}’l{‘; sheep to the fold of the
h oV The same liber :
chur = ¢ hy liberal attitude tad
a¥en by Alexander towardg i
ot = -"_ﬁrﬂu tfle a-d-
erents of other religions expla .
h € explains much concerning his policy towamis
the Jevws in Russia,
However the broadminded poli
However the broadminded policies of Alexander I belong to the first

is reign, vhen he ws 3 . .
part of his reign, vhen he was still an enthusiastic liberal and admirer

hg revolutionary ideas of Fn - Ty 4 3 T -
of th ary ideas of France. To this period beleng his at-

o

tempts, under the infiuence cf Speranski, to carry into reality the

plens of great reforms, veguely discussed in the intiﬁmte circles

of the Czmr.
. constitution which
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In 1809 Speranski

Alexander began to put into execution.“* Suddenly he changed his mind

and vieldin- to the enemies of Spersnski sent him into exile, MNean-
while Russia was invaded LY the HWapoleonic army A11 cther -plsns had {0
.be put aside for the sake of th: pressing need of the hour. After the

war was over the land kx was in so low & :ondition, financially and
commercially that he had to devote his hegt powers to the restoration
of the ruined country. Once more ne tried to put libernl ideas into
practice and ordsred Novoseeltzev .C work over the draft of the consti-
tution (1819) but at the last moment ne withheld it. He had enough
of France and of French jgeals. The part he took in the Napoleonic
L,iberallism Was replaced by conssrvatism.

drama cured nim of Gallomania.

t in under the na
ssive opedience®. All liberal in-

The reign of reaction se rrowminded minister Araktcheef,
power and Pa

"the apostle of apsclule

ressed wnder the influence of Photll and Ser-

stinects of Russia were rep

aphim, petropolitan of M0SCOoW .
nalitzt

and Admiral Shiskov appointed in his

The press Was submitted to vigorous

'°°n80r'ship laws, Prince n, the liberal minister of public in=-

: 4 the gciences harmful to the people, who

 Plage. The admiral regarde

‘> -
' :-. _m.'.p.zlz_ to Georce Washington,who sent him a

= ed hims elf
- cg}*"t;‘:‘lg;ﬂiw an constitut ion.
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. the real science, in

5 h" Jewish subjects Alexan

rm to ¢bey, and denied the pece

gere b0

851ty of training the lower clausses.

Professﬂrs suspected of liberal tendenei
ies and Russ lans educated in for=

uni f‘il 88
eign missed from the teaching staff. The Chancellor

‘¢ 1n 111'1‘379 t ";1‘1"_,’1-1:;-'[;5.]:- .
Of Kaz8. ABILLE KL & collenc . 2
) ? Ollengue of Shiskov "proposed to organ=
h i i An :
g the teaching in accordance wit:h t) b m _
15 “. 1 Lvae HeL Of the HGl:f _,6‘11 imce T “ —._he
cluded all suspicious books from o X
gx (s from the libhr ery; forbade the GGOIDgica‘_’L

of Buffon snd the svstems
theories nd the systems of Copemicus and Newton to be tauvght,

P L] - rin

- - A L Py o e m Wi ~ 2
as contrary to the text of Seripture...The science of medicine must be &
N i w - o 4= 3 vy e o] n * aat i
christian science; dissection was almost entirely forbidden, as incompati-
ple with the respect due to the dead. The professor of pelitical econdmy

ws enjoined to insist principally on the virtues that turned material

goods into gpiritual possessions, tthus uniting the lower and contingent

economy with the true and sup erior sconemy, and hy this means, forming

a politico-moral sense'. MNikolsii, professor of
feometry, alrecady demons trated Din twe triancle, the symbol of the Trinity;
and in the unity, that is to say the number one, the divine Unity."1. The
best intellectual forces of the country were checked by the rough handling
of the reactionsry leaders. The spirit of freedom was stifled. Poles
Were forbidden to study in German universities, which were regarded as
thé hotbeds of the reyolution. Thus care te an end Alexander's beautiful

dream of a regenerate Rustia.

vy of Alexander had its effect upon the condition of

The varied peolic
period of reforms witnessed some laws concerning

the Jews in Russia. Zach
' ne he was moved by the arpeal of

ent to the thre
vy councillor of. Jewish origin, to a:l.l

“Eul"OPeaﬂ inhabitantec of the

the Jews. At his asc

lichael Baer, tne first French Pri

the name ©f the

the Snferaigns and nations in

In order to ameliorate the condition of

Tewish faithv for full justice:
pecial committee (¥802'0ct.9.)

jer B1momed a s

ions concerning the Jews, which resulted in the

draft o get of regulal

"
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¢ of Dec. 9th, 1804. This was repealed in 1809. ‘The latter part

g 1ife witnessed a great deal of legislation of a reactionary na-

of 1

pure cONCceETN ing

t}‘te J{F‘?S e
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Chapter I - The Condition of the Jews,

With the annexation of Whit+< Russia by Catherine II during the
tirst partitlon of Pcland a large nuaber of Jews came under Russian
Jurisdiction. The manifesto on this occasion, of Aug., 11th, 1772 stated

that : "Religious liberty and inviolability of property are hereby gran-

My Lk
ted to all subjects of Russia, and certainly to the Jews also; for the
humanitarian principles of her majesty do not permit the exclusien of

the Jewc aione from the favers shown to all, as long as they, like faith—
ful subjects continue to engage themselves as hitherte in commerce and
in handicrafts, each according to his vocation®. Needless to say -

this promise was not fulfilled. The privilege of c¢itizenship wh .’t.-ch was
xtended to all the inhabitants ¢f "hite Russia, was not extended in
.practic-.f.- tc the Jews, The preomise to let them exercise their former

rights was also ignored. 1In addition, the Jews were oppressed by the

local administration. The Governor general of White Russia prohibited
granting
the lamilords -from teases to Jews, Lhereby threatening them

with impoverishment. An ukase of the Senate of ifay 7th, 1786 allowed
the landlords to lease their distilleries and inns to the Jews and per-
mitted the election of Jews toc the courts, in merchant guilds, in the
magistracy and in the city councils,

After this ukase had been issued, large numbers of Vhite-Russ ian
Jews came t0 Moscew., This aroused the opposition of the merchants of
that city. Consequently they applied to the military cosmander of Jos=
cow (February,1790) for the expulsion of the Jews., By an ukase of the
Empress (December 23rd,1791) the Jews were forbidden to register in
the guﬂ.lds of Moscow Ia.nd of all governments other than those of White

Russia, Yékaterin:plav and Tanrida. This edicet, establishing the Pale of

Settlement, was intended for the protéction of the unenlightened Russ ian

_.'.-'-_I‘_lo.pulat ion from the economic enslavement which the Jews might impose




1l

upon them. In 1794 the Pale included the following regions: Minsk, Iz-
yaslav, Brayzlav. Pclotzk, HHoghileff, Xiev, Chernigov, Novgorod=Syeversk,
mkaterinosluv, and the territery of Tanrida. To these were soon added *hs
Littza.nian governments of Vilna and gredne. In 1799 Courland was added, and

in 1804 the Jews were admitted to the governments of Astrakhan and Caunca=

Siag l'
In these regions the Jews practically controlled all commeree. 1In
%xe Vilna for example there were in 1787, two hundred and sgeventy-cight

A o

Jewish merchants, including £ifly foreignersyand in Slonim there were
thirty-one, including sixtean foreiiners. To the merchant class belonged
only these wao carried cn an cxtensive trade. The small tradrs carried
cn their asctivities in the falrs and in house to house sales. The com=
ittee of 1809 stated that "all commerce and all trades in the polich
goverﬂments were largely filled with Jews® (ibid P.359). 1In Li‘tuania.,

the' rreater part of the skilled laborers were Jews. The Goveranor of Kiew,

o

Tensh, writes tHhat in that city there were practically no Christian skilleéd

—

laborerz, but 3.1.1 of that class were Jews (ibida »,.360),
The Jews were not allowed to own lands. In fact land-ownership

t111 1800 was allowed only to the aristocracy.. However, since that time

merchants and small traders nmight ovm land without serfs. In spite of

this law Jews owned great estates, through some arrangement with the

landlords. Thus in 1800 the estate of Admiral Deribas was in the hands cf

{1). In 1906 the Pale of Settlement included fifteen governments: Bessa,-
rabia,Vilna ;Vitebsk, Volinia firoane,Fkaterinoslay,Kiev,Xovna,li insk ‘{ogni-
leff, Podolia. Paltova Tanrida. Kh=rson and Cnpr‘lngo'f- The Jews lived and
ati]_l live in great mmberq ’m courland and in the Visla (Vistula) region:

Warsaw,Xalish K‘eletzk ,Lomja, Lit{hlin Petrokov,Plotzk,Radom Suvolk and Sed=-

1itz. Ptowever these grmremrne.nfs de not helong to the Pale and constitute
a world of their own. In Courland,onlythose Jews may live that settled

there prior to 1835 and ,in the r@gion of the Vistula, these prior te 1862,

The Jews living in these regions could not settle in the Pale and t-ose of
the Pale were not allowed to settle in the Vistula regions. (i essen-p.
355-note 3.)
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Evsey Nota Ha.imevitz._ This estate included 225 serfs. Similarly Zeitlin
" had 910 serfs; Kopel Schnmeerovitz,; 1627 serfs and Nisulevitz;166, After

the government, on the initiative of Derzhavin, forbade the l:alndlords to
lease their estatesg tc Jews a certain man by the 'na,me: ¢f Pessazhovitz pe=
tit iuvned the Ozar on behalf of the Tewg of White Russia against Derzhavin's
meagure. This resulted in a decis ion of the Senate, dating December 17th,

1800, that the Jews should under no condition be allowed to hold the es-

tates of the nobles nnd te owm serfs. evertheless, this practice con~
tinued.

That was largely due te the fact, that the landlords of Poland and
of Yhite Russia were in need of the Jews. Gilven to feasting and idling ,
they needed s8ome one to taxe care of thelr estates and to provide them

with mwoney. Thus they utilized the Jews for this purpcase The Jew was

B Sl T N S

Tl

the middleman between the peasant and the landlord. Although the Jew was
& freeman, he was practicall y a slave to the landlord. Special taxes were
laid upon him; e was forced te se2ll the landlord's distilled liquors, etg
A characteristic example of the relation of the landlords toc the Jews ig
furnished by the following: The wmer 0f the city of Snklov, General
- Zorich, subjected the Jews Lo corporael unlisment, ordered some of them
to remove from the town, tock away the houses of iwo Jews, and of two
others he tocik away the propéz'r.y; Be forced some of them to leave the town
in twenty-four hours, "Yhen the army passed through Shklov, he placed the
soldiers: in the Jewish homes, claiming that the Jewm of Shklov were his
subjects and their houseé are his, therefore he nmight 4o with them vhat he
pleased. He¢ forced the Jewish inn-keepers to purchase from him annually
gixteen thousamd gallons of rye spirits at three roubles,fifteen kopecks
FEr gallon.. When they refused to do it on account of the impess ibility of
selling ‘such a quantity and because Xorich charged them three times as

“forcibly
- n .‘-"h for the article, he,placed bx—Romax sy doxec Femeksx kax® some of his

3 ) Jewish Inns \
aerrg%: sell the liquor. Vhen they failed to sell the assirned
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- LS S e delivered
gquantity he ordered %x dedkdwsax the lique r,to the Jewish inn-keepersir-

respective of vhether or no: it be sold, and charged it to their ace-
counts. (ibid-yp.71-2.)

In 1794 5 tax had been {mnegeq upon the Tews, "double tc ¥hat laid
ppon the citizens and merchants of various Christisn demominations™
fiilessen p.16). The Yaraites, however, were freed from this double tax
in 1795. From that time on they enj 0.‘_.*-'2:*?. gspecial privileges in Rusels.
At this time there began the exnulsion of Jews from she small

tovms. This movement was opoesed by Taul I (1796-1801). Thus he op=-

posed the expulsion ¢f the Jews from XKamenetz-Podolsk and from Kiev., How-
ever in 1796, ihe Sznate ecnacted a law without the Czar's knowledge, call-
ing for a docuble payment for the puild license hy Jewish merchants . Le

In 1797, in comsegusnce of ke informatlion concerning the state of
poverty of the peasants in the government of IfinsXk Paul I ordered the

local governor, Xgrneyev, to investigate the existing conditionsof affalrs

o a1 1 4
\

and to report what might be dene for the amslioratica of those XXXXX con-
ditions. It =p1 eared from the reports that the poverty of the peasants
was due t¢ the iynorance of the peasants 1ln the administraiion of their

estates, to the frequent Tfanilures of crops, b0 the political unrest, the

the excessive feesg exactsd by

P, |

frequent transportations of U.e army anc

‘the clergy. TYhen in 1790 Radestchev published his famous bhock, "A Journey

from Petersburg to Moscow", the first utterance in behalf of freedom in

Russis. in vwnich he advocated the emancipation ¢f the veasants and simi-
- " 1

lar 1iberal measures, ne was exlled into Siberia. The explanation for

the root of the evil was to be found in nc other scurce but in the exigt=

this was distasteful to the landlorde as well as

However,
A different cause had to be found3 and it was dig-

ing serfdom.

to the (-iovernmen‘b .

00vered in the Jew. He appeared to be the cawse c¢f the poverty of the
R ‘Peasants and of the economic depression of the country. The remedy was

; itizenship to the Jews of Courland
. ted the privilege of ¢
- z;.ul;agtrgg them also munic ipal rights.

P———
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; B&niza.tion gov(ernin{; the Jewish comr-wunities.

1n matters rel ating t¢ the Jewigh community .

. 2
th° Middle Ages was p ermitted 1o be studied.

— th‘“ Organizations develop ed througho

14

gnerefore very easlly provided by specinl legislation aguinst the Jews,
pro'hibiting then the rights of leasing estat es, of holding imnm s,and the
1ike.

Inder such conrji-;zions)the Jewish masses were impoverished. The
governor of Kiev, Pankratyev reported that at least two thirds of the
Jewish smrll traders, numbering abeut fwenty thousaml, were in such a con-
dition that not only cculd they not pay thelr double taxes, "but securegq-
their dally bread with the sreatest difficulty® (p.375). He explained
the sitvation on the fellowing ground: " The Jew has to pay a deuble tax
to the gevernment for

ermisasion t¢o live here and equally as much If not

k]
e

more to the landewhers for the land and for the pormissicn to deal in
‘wuch trades gs xx lie in their hands. Therehy, with a few exceplions,

the Jew arrives at such & condition that not only can he not pgy his tax-
L& 1 -3 Lrd y =4 - 'y - 1
esbut he coiinnot even suppert himself® (p.375).7. He algso stated that the

-

Jews were tne wictims of the landliords’ «reed.
The external conditions of the Jews in Russia were in a2 most de=-

plorable state. But their internal affairs wers cerrsspondingly bad. The
a

80urce of the immer trouble was of sccial and religious nature. The
social 1ife of the Jews in Russia was centered in the Kzhal. In Western
Europe thi- institution dates in part, as far hack as the Ccrusades. In

the fifteenth century it was very popular in pcland. It was a local or-

The “shals were regarded

88 agents of the government in matters of taxation and enjoyed autonomy

The washal kept up schools
in the communitges wvhere the atudy of the Talmud was cultiyated. All

88cular learning was rorbidden. Not even the philosophy of the Jews of

In the Bixteenth century

ut Poland. About the middle of that
ed the removal of the double tax and the

equalization of the Jews W

chts.
Dubnoy  He!Athid V.3-p.36ff.

Governor Pankratyew propoB e “tne Christian population in sgspect ¢o -

i i
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century the Khh2al Was al s> organized in Tituania on the Polish model The

ohe 7ahal vien 0 rather amoo 447 « '
WwoTK of th k nt on rather smoo thly until ,bV the end
2 a fact

nh century ., the Kahal de . o,
teenth cen PR 1i&l debts came into 1,301:111‘16!10:?-,“=.'.‘-'~1ich

of the seven=
. strengthened

gtill further the pover of the shal over the individual. Ruined by the
Cogsack wars, the Jews were in great financial distress, and were oblipged

_ eng from the abbot the onlv capitali
to seek leeng from the abbots, the only capitalists of that time. Thege

- -

= 1 : 4 = 1 ] - 1 %7 N P rs 1 - % 3
were willing 10 make loans only on the responsibility of entire Xshal.

vwrean ine 2debte of the yunities led.  a-
Te increas ing pte ol tne comrmunities led, ameng Other things, to the

.,

w .l T o - VY S ey e e . ‘ .
ahuge of the wahel prercgatives, and crealed nmuch dissatisfact ion.“l-

; R 1w the morsl anthority of e Wkl & - 2 .
Gmt'lw.ll.s the morsl anthority of the Wohal declined in consequence of the

cupidy of its administrators. The Kahagl assunmed the character of an oli-

garchy and subjected the inhdviduamls r e various paymenls imposed
upon them. "The varicus taxes peyable by the members of the community
.t0 the gahal inclided the poll-~tasx, the ten per-cent property tax, the

ﬁ&tg__s eall ed "he-torat zakah®, "butim", stc., lesldes compulsory locans to
K;:haliﬂ.ﬂ.: There was no escape for the pcor., The well-to-do, however, man=
‘aged t;o gecure from lne Kehal ©r from the civil povernment, fireedom from
excéssive texation on vayment of a certain consideration: they were thus
- invested with certain extra-territorial rights, and were nol even respon-=

The adnministration of the Xchal -2eE—

gible for the debts of the Xchal.

(1), JTewisk Eneyclopedia-v.VIII-p.419-11. ~
The upbraiding remarkmade by 8 Pole in 1744 presents a most realis-

tig picture of the condition < the Jjews: "Your privilege and free-
80 in tne folfillment of the Tewish Commandments you lease from the
Christian nobles. You may not even elect & Rebbi save one who hought
the Rabhinical post for life or for a set date from a Christlan no=
Bls. mne nesition of the Parnes of the Kefigl, for life or tem-
Dorery, also amounts to a fair sum. Only after you pay the Eoyol
treasury, the princes, the of icers, and other off icia}s and vari-
Bli= noplemen, you gain permission to bui:ld synapgogues a.nlcli are al-
lowed to 1ive according to the laws of Noses anid, Fazas G R

in He-Athid p.89)-

s

2o e T
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' y g oncpolize D . &
e polized Ty the rich, vho managed to remain in authority

- | f:hrOUghhtir-.s of ftiendship and common intﬁl"ﬁﬂt. At times :'(_e g in the

£

gighteent conTury } the

adminis ral tve authority was retained in the
of a far powerful fami B ) S 3
hands i families", The ¥alil became an institution in

of the strong r 4> PO s J
the h.ands ] g for the exploitation of the weak, At the close cof

5 ol ¥ ] -, e: J‘_ > - e o : i -
the elghteemth century it was the arena of the religious feud hetween

the Hasldinm and Lithmegdim.

~

i ¥ P T & -1 3 - i - s -
W The Hasidic movement founcded by Israel of iesibush or Besht was
. o - ¥ (85 Livand LA i | (i | w

the inevitable result of the Jewish 1life in Podolia and Ukraina in the

A
v

middle of the eightee ntly century. Oppressed econonmically, the Jews found

thhif’ freedom in the spiritual realms, and especially in the flasidism
of Besht. His teachings spread in Podelia and in Volkynia and soonm thay
reaghed the Jews in Toland. Resht's e‘-'__;',}lr.‘gig upon the religion of the
heart, upon love of God, faith and belief in the efficacy Sf orayer et

the study of the Talmud and above the chservance cf petly ceremonials,

along with a desp sense of brotherhood of all Jews whether learned or 1=

I norant was just the thing for which the Jews craved. Vhen these teachings

| reabhhed T,ituania they encountered a bitter opposition on the part of the

fithm@gdim. The Jews remembared full well the Sabbatal Zebi and the Frank
A

-1 eaTs v mOTE + 3 - =

" Sects gnd looked with susp jcion upon every new novement in Judaism

Hasidim cont inually endeavored to prove thai this

cauy gtal Zebi and of Frank, nevertheles:

LRy

Therefore m:1though the

8ystem was giffesent from that of

pogition ins jsted that thelr Hasidism

the scholars and leaders of the @p

mrank's system with the only exception that wnile

had much in common with
11 Israel the Hasidie movement

yessiah over &

Prank tried to estabfish one
- , clty and towm; and that

for eacl
Podolia p.28).

| vessiah ".ffould
tried to put up a messiah

b8 the zZamik® (1.itinski,Xo roth




L — -

. through the new teacnings.
f‘ i

ing in Wilna which addressed
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T ety SRR atproval lof E)ij :
/ 2% re fL 15‘!:‘1 BEI,‘: ':':010-
r YT Ht%pn 1o 1" X
mon j\r‘O..‘n as Lils Gaon*® E}:TT_"")M_J!;.(-, b
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.
the leoeal leacders of the sect and
~ermunicated the Jircular
gxcCIIUN d them. Circulars were addressed to the rabbis of oth
. cpls © QoL er

comrunities - to Light the "Godless sect®,le ¢

SRS Consequently cruel perse=
utions were instituted aga inst the Hacidi

¢ : ga st the Hasidim., In 1781 a council of
bbis met i the village of Z L i

Ra ge of éxﬁlvta) in the Government of Grodno, shere

it was resolved to uprcot the cdastruct -
v Lae asstrnctive teachings of the new sect.

# ] Ci:‘cl-‘t'r .:3:“; 1ed hy tha g 3 £ : =
In the ilars ved by the council the faithful ones were ordered

- Fal
.

to expel the ilasldim from every Jewish comunity, to e L
i 50 gouunity, to regard them as

members of ancther faith, to hold no interccurse with them, and not to
pury thelr dead. wZ. TIn the South the Hasldim were very strong anad had
no gause to fear their opponents, 1ln the orth, however, ihe Hasidim
were subject: to continucus persecutions. Northern jasidism was prac-

tically free from the miracle-working wnd other superstitions. The

name "Zaodik"® was not even pepular anong the people, The lezder of the

tikle "HoRav® (Whe Rabbi"™). This was
-h the standard of Jewish leam=
ing was on a hicher level than in the South, where the masses Were nat
80 hisnly 2ducated in talmud ic lore and were given to vearning after
the miracles performed by the Zadlk.

In the nineties yasidism suread in

rule in 1793, under pordechai
New sect became powerful in the city of Pinsk 1t encountered the op=
abbi of that city,7ho guffered financially

Position of R.Abigder, the T
In 1
circuvlars to the ¥ahals cslling upon them

in Wilna itself, the GCaon was unable

this heresy. Iio‘ﬂever,

Bnevclopedisa vI p.R2b5%.

iiingk, which came under Rus gian

of T.yahovitz and Osher of Karlin. Vhen the

796 Elijah the Gaon pre gided al a mes t-
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= tregs and was examined

- 8rnment of Titusnia p

Were arrested in Vilna

to clear cut the Invading forces cof Jas idism

The cccasion of the death of Mliiah ;
1 of ..:l.'l;,'n.’.-A (laon in 1797 was celebrated

et

ne Hasidim. This arcuged the irdj
py th d the indignation of the orthodox party.

T Raba during service A
0 ba during scrvices the Shafar wes scunded, the candles ex-

- - |
u.u{,._:

. 1 ' Merem?! wraes - -
tin[‘;‘l}liﬁhed Irln(... the Herem WS pronounced aga inst al

v

j=d

the heretice, in
gpite of Governer "rizel's law (17%%) prohibiting excommunicaticnsa.
Thereby the strugrle between the two parties fturned from the religlcus
to the sccial sphere. 1t became evident to thes Hasidim that ,If they

1A '-’_f":-_"-?‘-"’(li'i“lrv" +*n +hadir ﬂnn'i'-'.-'\inac- i axy
o 0§ &, ¥ 25 & 4 — e L ALl e, Y,

'ﬂiﬂhed to rmin F,_c_a-.---_.'ﬂ,; ot
] a1

gould nave to disarm the Kandl. For this instituticn was vested with
judicial powers 1in
{tations of the functionsofl tn= Kahal ic relicious spheres only did not
prevent it from carrying on its work undisturbhedly even in civil matters
Consequently the Hasic im were forecsd to arpeal tc the Government for

Relp, This resulted in the law of April 26th, 1798 isswed by the gove

punishing
rohibit ing the Kahals from sxXx the hereties. The

inclined towards the

]
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!
' thet Jewish children should be irained in specisl Hehrew schodls before
i
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admiss ion to the generai educational institutions and that the languapge
"0 - 1einal {iona he pestnoned for ten ve: At the
' requirement for municipsl .iens be pestponead Ier ien jears, v LS
= T T I e e e AGIhle T e 1nr o alw
game time the committee agresd O I'emv¥ ¢ double tax (w:ich had al
i - i 2 ntal . “Lyran tha Tew Fyrrgn Fh o Tands Fone
Feady besn ohanged by that time) and to free the Jews Irom tne Jland-Jdwn .
-~ ST I M e o= 3+ % vra e a7 oy et 4
, era' interference 1in cased oI 16 ovals. The Commitiee was aisp sallis=
: e : *ldet iner ne 1% & o1 the vioglo= iy
fied tao grant the yabhbhis the I“'.C,'}lt of inflict ing penal tiss o the violda
oy . ~4 4+ - e - e ] o - #
thrs of tne Jewlgh law; 1ov they were not to exercise the right of
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excomrunication.

(1). Jewish Bneyclopedia P.560 VX,

- (2), Hessen,Law and Life Pp. 50~ 55.
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ground of the historical conditions of the Jews in Poland.

 £1¢n,df Poland in 1793 did not bring about any change in their lives.

Alexander's Reign.

mi = 2
e Napole wars whilasl 1 .
1:1e JHapoledonic wars which shook up the wncéle Russian “mpire left

their impress alsc on the T4+ 3 At L e
1€ conditions of the Jews. The work of the com=

-
mizss ion of 1809 came To an atrupt end vl %o Teoedn
: 71 uptc end anl the JEWIBA T I'C‘-"[Z-léln was silenced

Yo oam T ar Tt ", - ’ 1 - :
ier a nunper ol yaars (1817), Indced, the expulsicn of

. 3 ™1 a4 o o .
coatinued, but il was not carriecd an on

- AC1 L LAl 8 S oal e 45 1n the reyv-

Tous years. TWhic time the Jews in the bound ery zane wvere expelled in
order tt¢ suppress contratand trs aie. “ils markxed the bepinning of the pro-

reuiden it 2
hibitions °f 1lhe Jews from KRN '*';-‘--;i.:'. fifty versti from the boundary
Jine. In 1812 the Jevs liv ing on 13 et egtates gitusted near the
frontier of th rovernment of Volhynia wes removed. In 1810 a deorst
was iseued ordering the removal of tha Jews from tne Tifty verst bound Iy
zone. Thnis continued in the government Of Volhynia until 1821, when the
Jews bepan tc return tc iheir o1ld homes., In 1828 ancther deceree stated
th-—;_-iv in:rr thoae Jews wiC ovnewn re 3 Prog .".}’*\',}’ in tha £i ln".-;"‘"".r* rsc zZone ware

The rise of Yapoleon could not bul stir the Jewish communities of
Russ o-Poland. In Poland the attitude of the Jews tuwara Yapeleon was diw
vided, Most of the iTasidic Rakbis were inclined favorably toward him, as

for instance Rabhi Jacob Isaac of Lihlin, Rabhi ElimeIach of Tezeysk,

Rabbi Kenahem Mendel of Ruminov sand Rabi i Jacob Isaac of Parshisha. Iiowe

ever, a different att itude was taken by Rabhi Israel of ¥oznitz, known

.

= T3 Ay ke 3 1 =T, + rpen
a8 the Preacher of Koznitz, ani Rabbi Naphtali Rupshitzer.

This favorable attitude towards MNapoleon can be explained on the

1 1, |-
=* The parti=




v change came into

I their conditionms, vapoleon wrested from Prus
& 1 28 LYo Pruss ia that por n of Polmnd
I
[ that fell to her lot in 1793 and 1795 » ;
A b 3 | G T B 1 orea: .’1(1 1 & pDut Ch_:. i _:‘ ( miEa i
! 3 !
o o £
U' to hiicn & nu * Of Qthe ovinees were added aftier ‘the Pean {
j ( (¢ e Peao reatly of
T < 160¢ I
i \lﬁna 0 ( F“J_- ) ;‘_,{_,\‘J‘] ana i i 11 ( I I".’r_" o Appried e Pt < IS T m e e
| 2l s 1 Wity L
y e -3 _.'. ry -t oy ] .‘.' ~ ol o T M ey eta 2 o -
to rule 1iv acctriding to the consghitution dr: Tt by Wapeleon, which cranted
o 3 < Sl i L opad Gyvilvia (L |
L)
- Y g oL e 3 o
cgivic equalitly %0 211 the citizens, indeie nt of erec 3r oA nality
4 L - { S h L -

The Jews naturally exnpected 0 henefit hr these rondid ione Thair Menas I
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were atcmewhat shattersd “hen the Jew=haituras of Poalimmd ondesass e d c 34
off the clvic equality er a L leoniec cecd

b 2 P L hr e b =
1’{‘ veaArs. : "._'.- e f'-.j -‘ "" £ Lot 1 ™ =i - f\-_;" - B o ] I“;

J Isazc Rabskil, Moses ron Rirgtenher than  2idirbaws, Joseph , 1
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ter and Baruch IHerrfeld, petitioned the ing in 1808 (Movembar 30th

e %y O3 mam oo o : T MG TS I TR S e S - R . o i~ am
té the Senate in 1809 {iiarcxh 17th) nc G Jdeprive nem of the rightg pran-
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‘ g0me add itional limiiatiicns. ertheless, 3 14 ntt cease - f
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faith that betier days would snsue tarough  poledn,
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i eonseaquence of the wild r- liglous siruggles, ‘ovever ine inlarest taken
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by Alexsnder I in Jewish affairs improved maliers, wniie e lnacinment
s
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of 1804 was distasteful Lo the ortrodox Jews on account of the weslkening

of the power of the ¥ahwl and especilally hecause of the measures of Schiool i

that the Czar tried te improve it

reform, it did net fail io convinoee then

228 a8 300n A4s “;:3,931;«:913

thedir conditions and looked for their welfare. T

appeared upon Pus+ ian so0il the Jevws eagerly expressed thelr zeal for the
1 Taeted

qehkloy as well as in many other ciiies t e Jews fa 3

i

_ 'GWErnment In
pra.yed for the downfall of Monsparte, They put the Russian soldiers,

1nto their om noapita.ls and nnrsed theu. The Jews of .
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.that soon your dear ones will be iaken (literally » the thinegs lovely in

- (1). One can hardly tell wherein such a man could render assistance to
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manovitz caught a T rench =py WNe endesvored i 3
Yar 181 8Py, ®Wno endeavored to hribe them, but they hand-

~

1 O [ - Iror o e R
ed him over to the Government. Patriotic demonstrations were made by

3s at the retreat of the oreneh
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“resing was the attitude taken by Ralbi Zalman of

Liadly. In Napcleon he saw an enemy to Judaism, "a Sabtan vhe is opposed
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Alexander

he saw a religicus character that relied in all things upon Ged In thi

spirit he tried t¢ gain the hearts of his followersin behalf. of Rusaia.
¥hen ae learned that one of his adherents Rahhi jioshe lieizelsh of Wilna

was faveorably inclined towards Wapclecon and worced for f‘_i.!.’i}', he implored
him in a letter to give ws his policy and remain loyal to the rzar and to
the Patherland. Among Others he wroie {0 him: "On the first dav of Rosh
Hashana hefore the Musaph surviecs, it was revesled to me that shoul 8 Pong~
parte conguer wealth would incrense in Israel and lerasl's condition weuld
improve (literally "and Israel's horn will be exalted®) but the hearts

of the people ¢f Israel would he detached and remcved from their TMather
i" Heaven. On the cther hand should Alexander, our LOrd, orevail, then
the hearts of the people of Israel wouldbe united, attsched and bound

t0 treéir Pather in Heaven,- even though powerty would increase and the con-

o

dete; ieratad. And here is a sign for you,

dition of the Jews would b

your eyes") and socn they _w:}_l]_"bep;in to t:ke soldlers of our brethren,

the sons of Iarael“?"
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deputies at the hegdquarters”
same deputation °or 2 gimilar one ghould o°
the Czar'-s exvressions gf good will
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ﬁia-nih ire and to receive 2 stntement in regard to their pet it ion coOn :
i eir condition. However, not cne of ths de=

to n1) the Jews residing in

gerning the irprovement of ™

mands of the Jews was granted.
At the close of the yar 1817

the rovernment called for the elec-

rma.t‘inn can onlype doubted. However, it

The valuve of suuh infTo
showed good epirit,
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--_.!‘ ﬂ‘l‘-rict].y legal manner, the

io of new Jewish Deputi B el s -
tion Jepuvies, MimFhteen eiegcted representatives of ten

ments belonging ¢ p :
governn nging to the vale of Settlement, met in %ilna. s

| Y4 N e
19th, 1818) and chose Sundel seénnenberg, Beinish Lapkovsky and jfichael

gisenshtadt 10 rerresent the Jews at <t, Petersburg. While this deputa
. wi ik LC El =

tion was more offielal in character it fiiled to accomplish anything.

1. 5y ™ -1 o =
This was probably due to the fact that Alexander I became inclined to con-

servat ive tendencies and the relation of the government to the Jews re-

celved a different aspect. In Jamary 1817 the Czar handed over the more

. 4 arr 1 al - o e - 1, 2 P s M -
imiortant. Jewish matters to his rersenal friend Princ A..Golitzin, the
#inister of Fcrcign Religiocus confessions., fis first step in behalf of

the Jews was made in relation te “he Blood accusation of the Jews in Grod-

ne. In his preclomation to the civil governor of Gredno ne stated: "In

consequence of there being many denunciations, even at the present fime,
levelled against the Jews in regard to their belng guilty of such abomina-

ble practices as murdering Caristian children, in several provinces which

have been secvered from Poland and incorporated with the Russian territery,

his Imperial ¥ajesty, considering that such accusabions have been so often

dingly unjust, amd wishing to

refuted 2s to render them absurd and excee

throw around the Israelites of his dominion that safeguard from wanton

outrage which they deserve, has deigned to command .me to apprize all gov=

L]

ermors in this realm, that it is hig Imperial will aml vleasure that no

Jews be henceforth executed for the marder of Christian childeen, un-

less there be stronger evidence %o support such charge than the mere

Prejudice that the mifder has been committed for the sakecof the blood;

and in xase of a nurder having been committed, of which suspicion shall

hnve fallen on a Jew, the inquiry into the matter shall be conducted in
game as ig observed with men professing oth=

‘who m.y 1ie under the imputation of having committed a murder.
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't:i}‘,"-r.ﬁ...t.ev*lnso}m, RBfes Damminm,tr.by Dr.L.Loewe,Tondon 1841 ,Pp.196=7.

(2) .7ewish Enoyclepedia Vol.VI.P.672.
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1a” not yet peen established and in 1533 the Committee had ceasgsd Lo ex-
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ist, It apiesred that nct a sipgile famlly converted iteel

the Governor General of Hew Russia gade an investigation, concerning

ad

of Isranlile Chiristians, wiich "showed that their

thirty-eipght familieg of lst

conversion was not proved and their retition was therefore not granted.®

A vear after the organization cf the Assaciation of Israelite

. PPy S

Christians Alexsnder brought up the question of the condition of the Jew
- action

at the Ct‘n{*resss.of Aix-1a-Chapelle. In that he was indfluenced by the

e e 4 F
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English philanthropist and traveler Lewis Way who believed that if the
Jews resetiled on their old land in nalestine, they would accept the
teachings of Christ. Thus with 2 Bible in handa Way fought for the ecivie
equality cf the Jews. me gained Alexander's con fidence but the matt er re-
ceived no® practical consideratien,

In spite of this app wrent interest in the Jewish condition, lave
were issued against the employment of Christians by Jews in 1819 and o~
hibiting the Jews {0 have their Christian debtors remove their debts by
labor, (1818) Golitzin spoke of the Jews (1820) a= having a: their aim the
cﬁnversion of all people inte Judaism and as spreading xxx thelr doctrines
in the governmént of Vowonezsk., Renressions commenced asnew. In 1821 the
gzar authorized the removal of the Jews from the viil ges belong lng to
the governnent in Cheringov znd in 1822 this measure was exten nded to the
government of Poltava. In 1823(April 11th) as,.reswlt of Senator Baranov's
report that the Jews are the cause of the peasanis impoverished condition,
a law was issuved that the Jews in the government of Mohilev and Vitebsk
be given time until the first of Tanuary 18395 to remove from the rural
districts into the cities and towns. About this time a new gewish Com-
mittee was calle? into existence. However, nis cormmittee hardly entered
wpon its work bhefore the death of Alexander I, In 1624 foreign Jews
were prohibited settlement in Russia. This was the result of the reaction-
ary forces #f Russian scciety that regarded everything foreign as danger-
ous to Russian life.

forth the Jews be not tolerated in government nor private possessgions in

In Decermber (19th) 1824 a law was passed that hence-

the mountainous region of the Tral, and in Ekaterinoburg. The fifty-verst

limitation was reinforced., The government of Astrakhan and the region of

Caucasus were taken away from the Pale of Settlement. In 1825 an order

' m _1.3.,“94 to remove all Jews without exception from the rural districts.

'the Bame year tha Czar emthorjzed the liritation of Jewish commerce

, Pale of Settlement. In the same year,while passing t,hrcugh
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in the clecaing years of his

end of

had been i
Case  Xxx ¢ing on g ino:- 1823, he gave cre- 'i
Yy L0 his opinion of 1817 on the same

Alexanderts reign. The condition of the

reforms and they suffereg greacly |
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Chapter VI,~-Imer Development , :

Alexander's poliecy fawn wia 43
3 POlicy towards the Jevs met with failure not énly in

the political and economic conditions bhut also in the educational lines

is efforts t¢ promote S 1 e
Jris 2 te€ secular culture amopg the Jews ended with Hisaps

ni ¢ +t0 e - 5 -
pointment. This was due to the genersl condit lons of Russian intellsotual

l1ife as well as to the policy of paternalism which was pursued in handling '

" £

the Jewish problem. The reforms in the life of the Jews were planned and

the Jews. The vecice of ¥otkin was practically drowned in the discordant
nolges of the commissioners. The advice of Dr, Frank was toc utepian for

the Jews in Russia atl the beginning of the nineteenth century. Tec intre=

l suggested by outsiders who kne:. very little concerning the actual needs of
l duce reforms in thelr religious life was just as impossible as tc convert

’ them to ancther religion. Their religicus fanaticism knew no limits,

They were ready to cut their threats for what they regarded as the true

observances of Judaism. In ihis spiril the Hasldim were excomwmunicated

and persecuted by their opponents and in turn hegan to psrsecute o thers

T

who manife sted heretical tendencies. To reform thelr religious life was

modeled his plan according to the

l an imposs ihility. However, Dr. Frank
, condition of the German Jews and especially of those wne belonged to the

s Mendelsqohnian circles and wished to impose his advanced views on fanati-

cal msses., The suggestions of Russofication of Nevahowitz were hardly

P feasible, I Germny the cry for amligmtion with the cermans had a

E great influence On. the Jewish masses at large. In Russia, however, it

) tsoever. In Germany the Jews lived

Passed away without any influence what

he Jews in Russia and in a high=

_-:111 less compact magses as compared with t
Thus they had an inoentive power for amalgamation:

. wgm sphere of culture.
a people that were &5
s1a, the situation was different.

uperisr to them spiritually and intellectually.

There the Jews lived a 1life of
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Ll’ith very few exceptions, did aot know the Russian language, although

tion,

20me of them mastered German.

44

their owm; their comrunities were

3 yao ve oW sSpirit N s oy
waich wa Lyl Piritually ang Intellectually for it must be remem-

pered that at lhe beginning of the nineteent
jts first steps of civilization.

with Burorean ciyilizn,tion - not to mention theffeeble attempts under

Catherine II - dates from the first quarter of the nineteenth century

Alexander I figured : o 3 _
yhen gured as one of the chief actors in the Nspoleonic

drana of Europe., Those whe were influenced by EBuropean culture largely

{6 0 the upper class widih whieh the Te 1 2 :
pelongec to the upper classes, with which the Jews hardly came into con=

tact. In the Western and Socutiern re

to reside there was no culiured middle class to speak of, during th:
- ? 4 458 -

half of the nineteenth century. There the popular lansuage was nct

Russian, In Kurland German and Talish were spoken,; in T.ituania

Russis - Polish, Tituanian, Zhemudian 'nd White Russian; in the South-

¥estern provinces - Polish and Tittle Russian formed the medium

pation, There was no Russian culture worthy of the name during the reign
0f Alexander I. Now to move such a large hody of Jews to change their

form of 1ife without substituting anything higher was out of the ques~

Russ ¢fication may have meant semething to Wevahowitz who moved in

the gircle of Russian literateurs and to Peretz who stood in clese rela-

tlons with high officials of St. Petersburg and to a number of other in-

tellectuale, but to the Jewish masses whe lived among the illiterate
Peasants and an ignorant clergy it was unintelligible. Those Jews who
Were interested in secular knowledge could not get it in Russia, but had

t0. import it from Germany in its German dress. In this way even the most

8nlightened of the Jews during the first half of the nineteenth century,

fowever, the imported tongue would not

Ty them very far in every day life. Acoordingly, Yiddish, which was

severed from the re=t of the Population

n e#ntury Russia wasxlearning

M ¥l = .
the first significant contact of Russia

egions, where ihe Jews were permitted

first
and Vhite

¢f conver-

ut by the pepular Janguage in Germany after the Mendelsjohnian en-




lightenment, was preserveq Amlng the Russian intellectuals as a medium of
16y used Hebrew fo
j 3 55 1o be

goon discovered Ikxkmk Yidd sh,\xx a peculiarly fine instr

rsation. Vhile : :
! conve t r their literary purposes they
|

ument fer the

rl K ’ 4 T 43 Yy J X
grread of culfure among the masseg, v ith this purpose in view wer: pro=-

duced the earliest .].itf-i":]_ry attempts in Yid: igh.
sohn's translaticn o7 thie Bible into !

germanl, lendel Levin (or Lefind2 transiateq the book of Proverbs into

|

l

: Thus in imitation of Mendels
I Yida 8h (Tarnopol, 1816). This

inneval ion ecalled forth Tobiah feder's ga-

- i : 1 - 17 oy e Fo T gl NP T I 3 4
tirical wori against him ("ol fnazezim", Berditchev, 1816). He also

translated the bock of Teclesiastes into the game dialect. However, this

Wor< was not published until leng after his

S w

I the Psalms and

his disciples in Podolia cl-nimed that he wrcte a book. in

Il lober states that he saw T.evin's minuscr ipt translation of ¢
[ 1 the same lan~
!

guage "Der Ershter fHasid". ‘These wers lost .Y
' While the enliphtenment from Bbove' met with failure, there was

| andther current flowins from the heart of the veople that transformed the

l 1ife of the Jews in Russia. This was the influence of Blijan of Wilna4

(1). Jewish Encyclopedia V.VII-P.3Q9.

I (2). Rorn in Satanov, Podolia, circ, 1741 and died in Mikolayev, in the
same province in 1819. Tevin hecame interested in secular knowledge
through resding J.S.Relmedigo's "Elim". (It is important to note

l hWow larre an influence was exerted by the older Jewish l1te_rritur'g.

' and es;:écinlly by the philesophic and philologic works of the middle
ages upon the development of the Haskala in Galicia as well as in
Russla, ULevin, for example, paraphrased the More-Nebukim into t.he“
popular Rabhinic phraseclogy. 0In the Hebrew translation of the woz .1; ..
by Tibbow it was probably inaccessible to the large masses, because

of its philoscophic terminclogy.) Iie,consequently, went tc Berlin ;
and remained there in the lendelssohnian circles for several years,

He., then. came to Brodi where he exerted a great influence upon Perl .
a.n:i Kro'cﬁmal'.. On nis return to Russ ia he spent a great deal of 4
time in Joshua Zeitlin's home in Ustye. TLater on he removed tg o ]
¥ikolayey, where he was engaged by Prince Adam Cl}ta;tﬂ sky as teac :
er of his children. (Jewish Encyclopedia Vol VIII P.4l).

e : : ed in Arabic. He attempted a new o=

Levin seems tohave been well vers Arabic.( "Bikure o=
ebrew translation of the iiore Webukim from the Arable ( :.

(G]

© (4). Fim in Kirja ¥e'Emana Pp.135-164. Dk
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Welss says of s At g o S X
©A8 LAR0N oY Wilna as the father of Talmudie

crii jCIqo‘. ?-r-"} i ",f}_'ifl C‘-T}_':_‘, rnth e vi 313 mYagas A . -
T raths in Mishna, Peraitha and the el d idrashin,

by cieqring the texts from $he
) ¥ irem th e up in consequence

) the LT Lo fane a o o & wrd Lo 3 i
of the curelassness of the writers ang coepvints, Nevertheless, his criti-

rirew ont

-
el
l'.\
A
-4
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e
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o
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h - T T 9m oo e IO | -l ad . :
hearts of his =on y relunuives nnd discivles, and urged his eople to study

VI g1as 41 SRR N P ST s Y e 4 & TP & - '
While Lile Ingmmediate regulis of the s M's teach ings werc ve

ry s8light

ithey became more marked in the course of time. Without the Gaon of Wilna,
| the Rusaian Haskalah, st least in its earliest forms, 1s inconceivable.

He 1aid wmt a system 0f Jewlsh sducaticn vhich in iis essentials aprees
with that of Vesseley's in his Ribre Shalom Ye'Emeth, To us his plan nay

arpear ag insirnificant, but te his generation it was quite revolutionary.

' He gtated that a child should Tirst knew the Eible and the Hebrew Gram-

-

mar2 befere taxing up the ztudy of tns Nishna, then the child is ready for

Talmud. 1n the study of the Talmud he disliked the pilpulistiec method

and u:-md a déear COfﬁE‘ldn 5}31133 i!]tcr_pr"-.tf].ticn.’j° His iflﬁ.u@nc“ on the

course of develoument of Judaism in Russin 1s seen in two different lines:

in orthodoxy and in liaskala or enlightenment. However, these two widely

geparated streams converged into one uider Isasne RBeer Levinsohn.

3 imizrach Umima'arav' or "Reshith Zemihatha-Easkalah be
ﬁéiﬂ.ﬁ\!ﬁﬁ?ﬁg ; g‘_gf) This expresses the opinion of other scholars

eth Y 1srael,1886)8reinin (..'.:lmizruh Umima'arav)ilegid
'ﬁ:ﬁtﬁzg;xﬁ:h Ginsburg F.72)and Flin (Kirjah ‘e'SmanaV,.IV-1839P,1 f¥)

n 'a tm&t 1se on Grammar waa dlscovered and published in the




The Gaon encourssed his disci

i@ T13; Bl o~ £ b = |
-1 1\_ ariecn of F"-Chjflf.:")‘ 'LQ t)":lhf-’l@,t(—: il

’-‘ 1id's Geometry inioc Hebre: 3
guclid*s (eometry into Hebrew. This step wae e A
hi step was probbebly intended ac help to

the Talmudic scholars in the study of such

veriiong of the Talmud that re-
quire the knowledge of Geometry.’* Woweve r, this indirect methed of in-
troducing secular knowledre yielded abimdant results. The hzrvest dees
not depend vpon the motives the furmer h 16 in mind while C.-‘?.‘E.T.i‘;'!-‘-‘ th ¢ seed
in the ground. Baruch of Schklov als8o wrote on Anatomy and Hygiene and I
carried on experiments in the chemiec:nl iaboratory “urnished for him by
the Mycenas 0f Jewlsh culture, Jos

-~ Ty ™ J e W] n # o a . o
A seatiin,. Rabbl Yehuda Teld lfarpgo-

= Al e ey male . (e ) z .
1igspubl ished & work on Yalural Seience as far bacik ag 1770. In his bock

. ——— e
—— — . e — | S— 1+ —— —

*Beth Midoth" on ethiecs he spmaks of the opponents of seculsr knowledse

a8 "savapges' and appesaled to the faithful sons ©f Israel to promote #tcu=
lar learning as prerequisites of the ""nowledre of the Torah 'as well as of
Life", Another man of thi T oup 51 Ievin® translated a -».-'ﬁ\l] 17

treat ise on medicine from the =rsnch by Tisot "Refu'ecl ha-Am" (Zolkievw,
1994; 2nd =dit ion Tembery 1357). e aloo wrote on popular ethics "Heshhon
ha-Eephesh", after Pranklin (Temberg 1509; Wilna 1844; Warsaw 1852) and

l Bagseot hu Yan" (Zolkiev, 1818) travels on tho sea,
. 2

What 1is nore important from the p 0

ﬂ Bace on Judaism is seen in tke work of his swm Abreham, whe "developed a
literury activity of o more scientific character than was usually found

', -at that age or in that C"-1m‘i;r}-“"-5‘. He edited the Widrash Agahat Mereshit?

( ¥ith a nuster ¢f other mostly pseudo-epigravnic works (Wilna 1502) of sim-

valuabl e notes, Fis preface 1o ihis worg is an

ilar gharacter, adding ¢

| yin 7L
far as we xnow",” tc present a coumplete

| attempt, "for the first time su v

The Gaon himself wrote a treat jane on mathematics. Sse Finn in Kirja

Imana P.153-Paragraph 8,vol.1l.

). P.56 Note 1.
BT - s b

N -

sh ’E'r._i‘eycl.opo_di& Vel.l P.106.
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. Sequently, six years al

(1). mia

'- "('3-)- "Tamim Yahdov" ¥ilna ,1808.
;---."(-..3?)' "Gebulot Brez", Berlin, 1821 (puhliﬁm--z

: (4) RKenesseth Israel,1886 P.13 ‘

yeof the Ridrach Tihorat, 3 .
histar: \sinie 1lseq stuare., In hie "Rab-Patal im® {“}‘_!";}m e

e oy mnys no A Py T O -
go rks 3 WA G l“""’ x ) s LLZ can4b1 auea tjn_j : 5] St‘-_*l'.:’_"‘,' et onve a0
v aavi
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jndex of all the Nidrashim known %0 him. It can hardl
gman of that periocd o have a £ull idea of 1ite rary criticism, <ven
though he wan interested in literature and literary viroblems Poy tnis
reason nle works are not free from many shorteomings. ®stilil

+ 4 - ~r Iy Ty 1 2 e - —~
of its & ..r.:r'_f.cn:nin 8, e pook I8 & very volunbls one (even after Zunz has

treated the name subject in his mathodicd mumer)  becawme the auther has

gollected many references from raihinical literaturet.-+ He edited Mena=
-

nen wendel's index to the Zohar® with an introduction and notes, Hig in-

tereats in secular studies were rarve in his envdronment. He is the author

of a Hebrew gecs -"-l.'-l’ll". Vi The G
A

ug into Hebrew that thereby we may get at tha full meaning

statements in the Talmud.™s

) - . 1 Vo T v - - i W . Y e
In his strogele with the Hasidim the o1 20w clearly that there wes
2 - - 1 - —n . ’ -+ -~ 3
only one way by vlen th» pgrowing irflusencse ¢ P this Gavement .}u'}.tt{". LVE @8 <
o o L <o ol S il

counieracted. and that washy a deepe

iz chief disciple Rabbi Hayim of Volezhin establish a

‘ : - o aed ana ThHe eng ines Haaidd
YﬁShiba. h, YThe relomm movement on the e =2 ide and the engsnaring Hasidie
her csused the dlsciples of the Vilna Gaon 1o deliber-

|

tendencies on the ot

B.B to - - . 8 Saui et 1.
ate how thev nmicht preserve the true Jewlsh learning snd perpeluats the

A

. = - e 1 el ras F C ~0Ge 1
methed and style of atudy inangur=ted by the Gaon WaC Was rather cppoaed

to pilpﬁl and the hilukim as practised in the Yeshiboi of Phland".“" Con=
ter the Gaon's death Rabbi Hayim founded his school

anonynously)

[

lopedis V.XII-P.598.




(1803),

ot Volozihin

P D
& gt of ita Oowm, trhis Piatdd :
yesh ibair o2 U, tnids Institut ion soon became the Pl o 3
- MU LWlE CCIiwe] iy Le\‘ :!:-'.’;«-
1earning in Ruasia, It was started indenend
=2 L LLed 1naependently of Sl ) ;
pendently of the iTskal, Eadhbi
S e - av
gevin suppOrved tne scholazys as Jone ac +1hadae -
[ L REY) 3 ==tdm A8 A0NE 88 helr numb er was small 1 e
b v v e 2 432 = P - 2=
3 € . LY LRl T L “hp e -
started with ten siudents. »ut their nwber sucon increaseds l-angd he w
- C £ ACreasets -8g né was
I T0o meet the finnvs 3a1 - ;
! IIOT' able to meet the financ 151 nRreds I imayo T e T ot L PR L
I ' AL lReda.  nae 1ssues appeals fov ald waich
e D It ly resvonded to Cvtdcigad o Pl M -
§ére prormpily responded to, Studsnis from all parts of Russis were et lie
ered aroind This Yesghibash S s Ba T P T . ;
< " S R B rrt i ~ L& skt \ ' A AN Tt Al e . .5 pe Y gy o
, » - i 3001 WA ¢ .8 NTLENA S0 - ALy :“..'}
chegit the apread ¢f ipsicdlem,it i ea e 2hn- ra sy e 23 ; 3
checx T: HEGEQ UL AURSI1cG18n, 1T apears lhat among the disciples ther
DY saAme Warnnid g Ty Fes nd e L R e . i - g £~ = -
wert gon LR NP 371 F3GL nNBandbl M Lrita L0 maxe Lthnem feel ot pnome.
ﬁ‘:{} 't" J.,‘ q < 170 - 1 v el mranen 2 T2 viv 3 b ' ™ 1. & - - = - .
] L7 ¢ Liroad-nindadnos . U anrim, Ak Voloshin Yesnlibakh became
gaterce in the life of the Jjews in R ; ( 3E&Ca N f
W L % - atul L
the ninete=znt gentnry toisg veanibai, as well 3 O £u0d naeny crthers mea-
g ele e L1y : J 2 i 1 5 religs-
Tr 1 - 3 4 fa . s 3 - o~ -
iousl, b 1.t 1 ~ ol L1y o o i LS Gl g b=
%rr e S 1 ) i
Baisg: Lepricd studicr Ly R LSl LIS ALt A0 Ll ed a6 11iyse el
I mhnte of Turorean culiture along wilh the Tolmudic learning,
o \ i d . L R Sl e -~y oy ol i L = - o e g A R St
ﬂ ,].‘j.f:'f.f'. Ltenaeneles o £ 3 LEEia G} Lt G Aredl WALl JFCAENLIN AL I (ST
) A i T - AR A ™ o~ bim e A Yy S Pslo n
gedure 1in regesrch were fully expi ed 1n one of thas Filna circle of
< Sk 1 - B -~ | I— . | R T ORGSO U P Eee
7 I 80}1012\,1‘5, Sglomon Dubne.~° £ rove ine QlQACLic POseLry ang asvoTeqg Lim-
. = - y Y TP v {* oy reres TTin wrmer e - .
881Ff to the study of ithe Hassoran and Febrew gramsar, e was the tutop
1€ N : ;
9
- [N A g | gogn 2l el oy Ay 3 L% N ww -
to the gon of noses Yendelsschn 2d assisied ,&ndelssohn in WA Prenas
& & 4y, 2 - sir e

¥ - v W S . L e -
ration of hie Commentary to the Pmtatercn. The fact thal Dubno was

3w E srpmm ysTye w = gede 4y 4 syt 4 Ve o F e
this WoOr< a1 certiilill Jancviolnl [amune, 19 31t

o

y i o

timacted with the Riur g:

(1), a¢ fhe time of Babhi wayim's death in 18£8 the nwiber of students had

e

reached cone hundred.,

(2), Dubno was born in the eity of Bubne,Volhynia,lctob er,1758 and died
. at Amaterdam Jome 26tp,1813.
=,

ﬂanera.l introdvetion %o the Hewor Hayim P.1l ¥f.

-

S\l el aROhnls O aries o Genesis and Bxodus ccntain many addis=iy
- ;ﬂohnigﬁogn;i?f In the »entateuch dubno's "Kitzur T ikun 5'50—
‘ = , alsc wrote a special comuentary for .«endelsschn's
e le. hit dsclded te publish 1t ‘ndependently. OF this .
%% izhed under the title  *0linm Yitzwhn“(Wmm-. :




'-"-‘ - v (TR ey % -I Y il 37 4 _-4. - % } & o W —
4 v Litd w3 IV P9 el e vyesin wn 21 e =- e
w4 Al i J aa snlightenmnent, alowly hut

BibBe in o fine, litorarv atle nPae FhAN Freanelntdin s W T
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learned to know the BlpLie hut also f SHE € 52 o bl lanirrna o > ich was

: l&.nj"i}".;-‘_-‘-n of culture, Tnere is ons Mmich malkes the Itrodh cticn

{ of yendelsachn's Bible inte a Rusnia an event of prest importance. The

: preface to the Pentateuch vy rendelssohn forms the first medern eb r
proge composition of deciged merit, Til) the Lire Yebrew style in Russi:
Poland had degenerated into a kind of pedantic 'oh:ort-hami' of +h wapht o,
18 allusions to Talmudic and ¥idrashic literatures, its lack of ciear-

TIGSS :—inc". fi"”i,fff.’;if;:‘;'Li'r.l"‘,-' fﬁi‘;‘!, :.:__.4-{;' ‘1_.}-\.\ -1-,'_‘-_ :-;j- i' -;:__-.-,\-_\:;_-‘ T RIVNART i'."’-'il:-r,('-r"“:'{t :1)“ o

- . 1 e d B -1 I - el = -y B -

monztrous jargon+ and here with ithe iniroc ion-of the Biw » intel-
jarge X el
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lectuals had befere them a medel of clear and lucid Hebrew, worthy of

1y
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imitation. Thus .the jarpgon of Haharsha'a amd ©
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rreeise and exact phrasing of Isaac

braham apn,

Solemon Dubno come in contact with Wesseley's "Songs of Glory®.

Conseguently he toe set out to write poetry. He was the first modern He-

(1). A simple illustration cited by 1,.B.Levinsohn in his “Yeuda bs Yis-
rael" will suf¥dece, A collector of the commentaries to the Zahzor publisifd
- 1n Ruseda close: his preface in the following way: "Ahath she'tlothi u-
. vakoshothi me'3th ha-bore asher 'horothi', male yemale mishs--alothai®,stc s
. This 1s typical of the irnorance of the [ussian Rabbis,of Jeb rew.

T —— e e g




Rusis ia o womn 3 .t .
Hiis B8 18 ol didactic nnture, sril:fuli- Wroush
+ Ll 7 { »_l.,;.__,q-_ '

Thie best known of his noews 15 hin "Gvmn o Hicmmes

imitnted by many others

language of the Psalmists ana thrilled thair =acu) e mhs |
) nee J e 5 3 ¥ 3
faith and of hoype, The rise of

pichael T.ebenson conld not have boe;

with Wesseley thrreugh Dubne, |
1ne eraving on the 1t oFf some of the elite Far

Je cl ’:i.ll:;" MArkaed amo ne the intelleotizds of Qal-i-1

s ‘ CLLELOY 1o PR ToTarn nt o0y
L b Filll vy . 19N I Ne Iroi:t LIrom Ve
tp ahuryre to Veateore Dy AT £ ™. d.. o fY £ ey Y §- " 11
Pe 41‘»31, JI <% I.a(-' "< -}‘la{.ll i sl :.T Ui-‘\. s .Lf‘._l' Ll el 6o :;};F} \:"’:\.-I."r'_': ...._:F; ':J', .C‘{‘t?l]“ it-/ () T‘.

ey inro 4 - | - 2. » wr 4l S N e L . . ~ .
entering inte relnfions with men of mark who pasceqd threush on their way

'l Mogﬂil"f- This town forme: an important #t:tion on the rovte < € &

to the capitel, ® Thus a circle of gxilinm w rried, ich planned to
'] imitate llendlssohnt's enlishtenment in still colher way., They proposed

to publish a popular weelkly magazine in web rev, 1in the order of the 'ig=

aasef? of 2 784, Tor the nrometion oF enlightenment mméng “he péeple., They

published an ageedl in an geremdix to the lexicepraphical work cher

b Rav® from which we learn that “even in the small towns there sre m Y Ao

LAl

thirst after knowledge“. This statement Jelps us to understand the &ibe
gequent development of the Haskala: novement. It had not come dovm mie

raculously from heaven--aven though the writers ¢f that periled were fona

Of invoking the Wjaskalah Bath Hasharayim"---but grew out slowly i,
il

&nd naturally from the very heart of the people. The longing for cul-

ture was widegpread among many of the better classes of the Russian Jews

of the first guarter of the nineteeuti contury, The fuel was there., All

kindle the gire. A group of such

that wags necessary was for some one fto

®8n nrpeared under the leadership of lsaac Baer JLevins ohn. The ir activity

-

.1.;'“-11'8 within the reign of Yicholns I.







Chaptexr VII,-

incapacity of

government must be changed.
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of Russia fell tc the lot of his next oldest brother C:nstantine, who re

sided in Cracow as Vicm'o_‘,.f of Peland. Ilowever, he renounced his throne

on acccunt of his deep attachment to a Polish lady,-in favoer of his

brother Wicholas. There followed a "coent-st of generosigy™ which lasted

about three weeks. Yicholas urged

and protested and his brother re=-

'I",\

fused. 1€ revolutlonary leaders seized this opporiune time to destroy

first the entire royal family amd then to compel the Senate and Holy Syna:

1o &dﬁpt the ‘\‘,":".'ic}!_ hi:d been ;Tre‘;,;l‘r:gd fer the oocas icn.

The hour for this perforrmance was set on the deyv when the Senators and

trocps should assemble to take the Cath cf Alleginnes to

Nicholas,

A bloody tragedy folloved. The b=st and most intellectual forces of

Russia were ameng the victims. evelutionary empt was drowned in

blood. Avtocracy triumphed. iichelas ascended the throne afier teking

drame and repeated his role again

the leadin~ part in a bloody and again

during his lomg reign of thirty years. Thus was inaugurated

Lthe reign of

The leaders of the revolutionary spirit were condemmed to

been
But capital punishment hadAfL‘D:>lissileri n Russia by

reaction.
capitcl punishment.

the excetion of the senténces of court mwartd

tre Bopress Blizabeth with

3

martial.l' The Czar after three days of hesitaticn =23igned the condemna=

tion restoring thereby the .0ld measure. "A hangman was imported from

Stckoholm, as there was none in Russia. The execution of five of the

1

condemned tock place publicly in St. Petersurg. The Governor-general

of the capital presided on the occasicn. TFour were executed one after

another. The fifth and last in order was Ryleef, a beloved and popular

poet. Thé rope broke, and he fell 1o the ground hurt slightly and alive.

The crowd echoed a simultaneous, thunder-like groan. The (overnor-Gen=

eral hesitated and sent for orders to the Bmperor. The answerwas, to

(1) Russia As It Is. P.50
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take a stronger rope and proceed with the execution®.l- This incident

is characteristic of the czar's ccld-blooded henrt and tyr-mic disposl-

tion. Ile was merciless in his treatment of political exiles and was un=-

sympathetic in his dealing with his faithful followers. He wae & born
de

despot. Count A. Gurowsl s anid e o 2 ne UM :

P A. Gurowgky describes his ADp eArance : 'The gl ace of his

]

lorge, hlue-greenisgh, crystal-like, limpid eyes, pierces through and

! 100 ) o witd - e ] oy g 3 . A
through as with the points of twe free:ing icicles. A cold pang seized
one's whole belng on receiving their full glare", He was val-gloricus

of his aprearance nl thought that he ci:ptivated all his beholders., The

ooyt oo LA LT -E B e I R L N B2 ' - 1.3 i % -
courtiers and ather flatterers harped on this theme. Another one ¢of his
3 } T e hie ™o 3 aP 1 i da T TN o sy s - my. £ -
hebbles was his belief in his own military skill. This was implanted

in him from childhood. His education was very meager. Other studies
were neglected for the sake of military training. There is a kindoof
mental disease in this Tamily"™, remirks Gurowsky, "esperially since the

unhappy Peter III Yike whom xxx they all regard it as their vocaticn to
be good corporals...But not one of the family has displayed any higher
military capacity vhatever. HNicholas, however able hé may (have bee n.) as
was hig father snd his three brothers, to detect a hution which was not
in its proper placé on the uniform of a simple soldier drawn in line with
hundreds of others, or an other fault in the equipment--could never mess-
ure by his eye the reach of a gun, or the distance accomplished »y a
bu]let“.z’ This military hobby left its stamp on all the activity eof
¥icholas I. The high schools for law and surgery in St, Peters urg be=
came military institutions. The Fmpire was divided into Unisersity Dis-

tricts, under the Secretary of Public Instruction, The heads of these

districts as well as the director of public Instruction and even the

(1) Ibid.
(2)Ivid-P.46

.




minister were recruiied From +he i s .
o -ecrulied Trom the a 4y or nevy, since they thow a not a-~
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depis in scholarship werce mosi Fii to maintain en iron rulel. A detec-
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tive sysien was inavgurated and the Police vecane an clevaled branch of

the minitrati forces ithat weanr i
the adminitration, a11 iorces thal were suspected either by the govern-

4 / ] 1€ ‘reals 11 T ] “ - T, b} > i
ment or by the ireel: church were broken, ine branches of the Rible

Society esteblisned under Rlexandert s petrenage were gholished

1 1 Mgy A gy T 4 4 4
y € Tegarded sediiion ana

non-conformiity as once and
e 3 Iame "_"\ i " T 1 L NI Ty Oe o o . ST '] 2
the seme {thing. wes his purpo -y w0 eslablish & more uni-
form religion among 1 is surjects. Ne was ocuirared by the vari

thal weire nol ultacheq L0 the orthodox faiih of ihe 014

were divided into seciions such as: +ihe i1k Drinkers, com-unistis

ers, Runners, Ilugrelanis znd rastretes. e installed an orthodox bishop
in Riga (1839) in order to weaken Tuwl erenism, which was prevslent in the

Baltiic Provinces. The army of proselyiisers Loo0k advantaze of the famine
of 1841 to bring thousands of peasants within the pale of ‘e Creek

Church. 1In Poland, Roman Catholic churches were despoiled. Convenis

were suppressed. Conforaiiy 10 the Greek Canweh secured liberation to

the worsi criminals. These religious suppressions lead, Lo & great
extent, to the second Polish Insurrection of 1863,
Nicholas suspected everytlhing foreign especially since the akmw
Zixie pbdication of Charles X iﬁ 1850. fThe epidemic of revolt which
spread from France Lo Belgium wnd Italy and ihen invaded Russia-Poland
where it broke out in the insurrection of 1831, shook Russia to its
foundations. In the subseqguent siruggle Polish independence was wiped
out of existence. The Polish army and Diel were effaced. The policy
o?hguusofication of Poland commenced. Russian systems of taxes, justice

and coinage,and the metric system of weighis &nd memsures used.in Russia

were intrdduced.

Ibid P.50.
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absolutism. Under Vvarov, President of the Academy of Sciences, the

i%)- A Short History of Rumila.,

H7
The imiversity of Warsaw was carried to loscow and the University of

Wilna was awppressed. The Polish language was prohibited to be taught
in the schools and was replaced by the Russian. In order %o avoid fur-

ther troeubles of the same kind Wicholss "was going tc establish a acrt

of political quarantine to keep out Turo ean influences®,+-

)
|

Thus he
forbade tc send young men to Western Universities and limited the term
of residence in foreign countries to five vears for nobles snd three for

other Russian subjects. He also endeavored to give promin=nce to the
Russlan lamguage, literature and history over all studies in the
gchools. This gave an impulse to the development of Russian literaturc
during his reign; much arainst his intentions the foundations of a new
Russia were Xaid Ly Pushkin %{ii‘rrzcntiff Destoreveky, Turgeniev and Go=-

1

gol, e disliked German free-thought and excluded phllosorhy from the

iniversities permitting it toc he tausht only by scclesiaBtics. The uni-

versities he regarded as hot=heds of the revoluticnary spirit and there-
fore firled to disarm this tendency by imposing high fees and limiting
the number of students.An average of three hundred students a year in
esch university were sufficient,in his mind, to maintain a supply of
public servants, There wert six universities in Russia. Consequently

the yearly number of students was eighteen hundred and these were taken

from the nobility alone. The burghers ferming the first and second guild

wer ¢ forbidden t¢ give their chil dren a higher education, "because, as the

ukase explains, 1t would contribute to arcuse wishes and aspirations not
to be reached and realized by thét class in Russia, and thus would

spread dissatisfaction with the real position of the indlviduals and

the clasﬂ".z-'_[‘hu_q public instruction also hecame a tool in the hands of

 Rumia As It Is. P.57.

—
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_"(1). Skrine, Russia (1815-1900)
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fiatus of the universities imgroved, Normal Schocls increased and educas

tion becnme nore wide-spread.,

The censcrship became a menace to free speech and to free thought.

#altors of newspapers wers rugarded us agsnts of the zovernment. "They
were forbidden to animadvert on uny measure agdo ted by the Tzar; to re-

L

!

flect, however obliquely, on dynasties allied with the imperial House".

A i - ooy P e L S ST s : _ b P . h !
oreover, offlclals and .rofessors were prohibited to mentiontthe name
Pan=Slavism, which reminded the people that Tzarism is comuparatively

medern and that communal equality was the ecradle of Slavic 1ife for a=-
ges, wnder the severest penalties, such as expul sion from the =ervice

or imprisonment. Similar penaltics were impossd on the writing of the
nistory of modern times or on the reipn of the Tzar.wicholas fulfilled

the prophecy of AHermontov: 'He said to the mind:

This blind rule was characteristic of 8ll branches of the internal admin=-

=3

istration. Corruption and venality prevailed. The

-
pu
¢

zar was all in all,
and the seventy :"illions of human beings "lived for him angd through his
imperial coneession'.

It was during the reign of Nicholas I that the theory of "0fficial
Vationalism" came to light. This doctirine, which has never since bean

questioned by the government, was founded by Count Uvarov. In a report

tc the Tzar (1833) he defines it as follows:
faith in the salutary principles without which it cannot prosper, grow

stromger, nay,even live...A Russian who is devoted to his native country

"Russia has preserved a warm
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| from him in o« ligion. Consequenil, yBE Ao0Ked Upon all Lhose who did not
} belong to the Greck dax 'rurol icior r 4 -
T At . i -y
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i wltude was especially marikes in Lthe o Ei L ; 3 AP PR [ S
| ! 3 - ‘ - s d Ak e g ICol: S8 viane il
88 "the enemies of (hrist® a ¢ <100k & sneel i T i
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’ inte the bosom of 1hc Greek Chureh 1°4 g hods were in keenine wt+h
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HAS Yyrannical aisposition., Thus, he tri O erce ne Jews inlo Christ-

1 1 . o serbvy: In e PN iy R i Y o v : : . -
: iznity Lhrougn nhossile legislatien. Durin: nis reign, larcelr under his
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{ bepsonal supervision, aveut six hundred legel enactments concerning the
! & >
i Jews were framed---these consititu.ing one half of nll =mliuce beiveen

- e 5 O (3 a1 N 1 . .
' 10699 and 1831. Thes laws were enacted against the Jews simply Fecouse
# o - AT T r wr T asvar A oo = - . e v [ [= T - ..y ’ ) a X 4
| ;.m«?-r.f-% were Jews. -As scon, however, as & Jew emi:uced @nristimnity, he
\ gained ecual righis with the resi of the pampde sopulatio Fioriol&s

& 1 ¢ 55 v X waE FEeSL 0O [COS Ul o8 deeiie, MOURULGLLOIL, lcriol&ds I

' suspecled the Jews of trying Lo converi Christisns 1o J udgism Herce
L Ad > Hellce,

when the"Tudalsing Secl® appearcd, sll the Jeus were exiellcd Tionm the

districts in which members of thal sect resided (1825). 1In 14527,

a law wes issued, in comneéciion wiin lhe £ighis of temuorary ree idence

in cities of the intcrior, ordering that, “discovering rabbis and oiher

%

persons necegsary Tor religion, ihe police must remove them immediately, '

That action purposed 1o prevent the “heretical sect ® from coming in con-

tact with the Jews.<? For the same renson, the Jews were forbidden to

(1). ¥vsch, Rukovodstvo P.4,
R.J.B. VII. 584,




=

— ey e

& g

"

i S S

for three years "'1731). Hoon after, Tnhe Governor General ihe @EXKRERAK

.

engese

“"--. 1 2 - - . - . H
Goristisn gervents.

This hostile legislaiion was urged mlzo by the merchents, who keeply

feil the Jewisn rivalry in buzi

riess. They fought the Jews as lheil compeil-
itors;tutl ithey disguised themselves in the cloak of religion. Th. cese of
:cscowl was repeated in many cities, The Govemor-gencral of Kiev,Bucha-

rin, in sccorcdance wilh the wishes of the merchent population,raised the

question concerning the expulsion of the Jews from the city. He puinted
put thai Lhe Yehal und the Synagogue were not in keeping with the spirit
of the holy place &8 well as wildn the privileges of the cityv.Prince Golit-
zén had no difrdculty in proving that the law of 17%4,including Kiev in
the Pale of Setilement did rigl Te G perrisnen sidence b on¥y lo
trede, In either ca , n& inslsted,ih: ivilupes were ranted only Lo ik
Jaws.of thait time, Hov Ty theieg Lttt es miniglere wished Lo postuone
the expulsion of the Jews. Then choles I st ed in and urged thau the
guinion of the Governor General of ¥icy be asked at once,in ovder uot to
delar matters., The Governor intesrpretied the ls * 1794 as referring not
10 the cily bkt tovihe Governmenti of Xiev. ife edded thal i the special

privileges of Riga were sufficient for the removal of the Jews from ithit
city, %"then i{ would be entirely correcit toc act in the sam¢ manner in the
case of Kiev 8lso, in order {0 show the rigidity of the royal ordinances,.®
Accordingly a law was issued (1827) prohiditing the Jews from residing

in that city. Ixceptions were made in the case ofigex of the firsel and
second guild nmerchants, who were ailowed L0 visiti the e¢ily for ceilain
periods of time. The local adminisiratlion was charged with sirict orders
that not a single Jewigh house of worship be allowed in the cily, The

Jews hegan to se¢ll their houses; but ithe Christian populeiion wished Lo

teke further advantage of their helplese condition and refused L0 pay thea
reasoneble prices for their properly, Cenerel F.V,Saken interceded in be-

kalf of the Jews, However,the Tzar agreed only to postpong their renoval

tee above Chepter II.




Tevashev appealed that the Jews be permitied to setile in a s:perele
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to the fact thal the city would suffer economically hrough the expulsi

on
of Lno Tews and that Lhe merchents of the city were not so anxi 'us

pregerve the old privileges of Kiev et 1o cid themselves o~ their come

] W ¥} g L] 1 b R et “ = Sy = - - x . ¥
petiiors, ne gnowec Lhnalt @8 soon as the Jews pepan Lo picve out, the

4
C
e
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prices of comuofBities neran Lo rise Pevertneles tne regulalions of

4 bl e 43 A o, i L i S iR - : 11 2 i
lﬂ_;‘, Barnciiones trne xpuas expulsion of the Jews [ rom Kiev. L lioweveir, 1in
view of the economic depression ithat iesu. wd from the ¢xpulsion of the
Jews, aitempls were mude L0 Secure the ro-wim:iiaace of certain classes

of Jews besides Lhe first and second gurild merchunis,

mey -
T AT
The exan

.

yle of Kiev was followed |, Fauenetz Podolsx. There,ihe

fovernor wag unahrle Lo demand the reziovael of Lhe Jews becuuss the ancient

Privileges of the city had been annulled ty Paul I, Thercfore ne deter-

mined at lecest to create u ghetto for the Jews, but his plan failed,

prapibited«sEn: huk kxs plan fakied In Fovne, some rusiriciions wele
placed upon the righti of residence of ihe Jews. In Znitomir, ithey were
prohibited from residing in the leeading siiecis {1;’-;,4),2 Iven the Ka-
raitegs in the ciiy of Trok, in the governiient of Wilna, were anxious
to preserve the ancient p:ivilﬁ:gcs ef their city, grenie@ by the Peolish

{~

heir competitors., In

Fat)

Kings., In reality, they wanted to get rid of
1809, ther began to urge ihal, according ti thec epecial privileges of
that city, the Jews were not allowed Lo live there. But their

Petitions were rejected. Under MNicholas I, they renewed their com=

Plaints with the result thaot e ouce hundred and ninety~two Jewish fami-~

(1), Yei the statistics of 1847 show that about five thousand, four hun=
dred and seventy-six Jewishn souls resided in thd governmenti cf Kiev.
(R.J.E. IX~-579).

In 1883, the Jews were prohibited frowm living in certeln streets
in the city of Wilna. (Perezhitoye I-2nd part P.7 ff.
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resident Caraites (143
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1835; in Riga,

and,
various restricti ons

and other cities. A

(18] F.J), t‘.'re_r'r: were eirs

to settle in them,
citlea to the list,

and forly-six

o

Jewish setil ement,

side altiogether, or permitteq nl y

in

@

1. cases,

If evonomie mo
certain cities, they
in specifieq placeas,

the popul aticn could

great help to certsin

ties, special distr]

undred and seventy-four

2imil ar groeunds, only those Jews were al-

chlols 3 - =
chlok (in 7, levland) who hagd registered there before

all those who resrin tered hefore 1841, In Peland,

were placegd 250N

the rights of res

ldence in VWars av
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vime of the formation or the Kingdom of Poland

Chertlryeiaree cities which had the right to forbid Jews
in the twentiesg. ¢ Grand Diice agded t» irt-y mcr‘c—..
In 185 y the Jes were allowed to liv in twe hundred
four hundred and £ Ly-three cities. 1In thirty-one
icts, on th el C ! Me in Warsaw, existeq for
in ninety citics, they were cither forbidden to re-
v lly in rarts. The 1m Was 0t obhserved
tives entered into the expulsion of the Jews from

2150 enterad into th permitting of the ir regidence

In all cases, the Jews were permittied tc live where

without them, or whers they

renderegd

®

classes of pecple., $hx This utilitarian motive of

the Government appeared in strikings foms.

Y ] z f $ Thus, acckrding to the laws

Of 1819 and 1827, Jewish dis* illers were

the interior of Russia snd also in. Irkxutsk, Siberia.

due to the foet that the Russian estate-owners stocg

1sh distillers.

d L118rs were allewed to residge everywhere in

That permiss ion wasg

in great need of Jew-

In 1825, the Minister of Pinance, Karkrin, insisted en refusing the

Jews the right of resd
dered to remove (1827)

°f certain Products.

‘ection of the local authorities.

dence in the Caucasus. (On sequently, they were or-
. Their departure resulted in a rfse of the prices
In 1831, new Jewish artisans appeared under the pro-

The vic~roy of th= Caucasus expl ainzd
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re expell ed from these gities, The military governor of Sepastopol, in

accord with the sentiment of the pouulatien, the police,
Council, applied to ‘he »ini-fry of the Iaterior Tor the

Jews (1830); buthis petition was In 1832 he ap

the pos’ jonement of the sxpul. ion. At Tirat, two years
later a thirg.

The economic nciive worked bcth way
8lon of the Jews frow the rural communities. While the
1835 were in preparstion, numerons atiempts weremade to
from certain rural didtricts on theground of the suppose

Ciused the peasantry. These demonstralions began at Gro

lan Jewish Broyclepedia IX-74 ff,
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best soil’ g tlg Ul Lraae, an -1 very expulsien of the Jews. coulad
not further the real improvenent of , R A X

1€ real improveasien £ > conditicons of the inhabita rttﬁ".l
somewnal similur views were expressed 1 b ey ThPlvaeaas
krin, ghe Minister of Tinancc. pointe ut. the sreat difficulties in cur
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ryins ocut such mensvures. 10 Lhils cnol o 1 gdded: "WVhercewer.the measure

(af removal) has heen alread unde riaken, it weuld not bve well 1o alter it
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" however, let it be postponed in those places where it had not yel b esn

started, "2 Meanwhile, festricticns were plaerd upon the Jewa of Poliava
and Chernigov, They were allowe:! {c remain only in those places where the
8erfs that belonged to the Crown and the Cossacks costituted less than
9ne tenth part of the pepulation, However, Ticholaz I permitted all
those Jews tc remnin, whe would enlist their scns under fifteen years of
age as Cantonists.

In 1845, the Jews were forbidden to sell liquors in rursl diebricts
further restrictions followed in 1853 concerning the richts of recsidence

in villages and hamlets. However, this time the law tcouched the vital

interests of the stat. as well. The Governor-general cf Kiev pointed

Out that under such conditions the postal stations, which were almost en-

(;1')_. J. Hessen,Zakon ; Zhign B6 T
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from conscrintion. mly vhile the non-Jewis wrgrher raid three hune
dred and sixt ' rubles for sach zoldier, the Jews, rich end poor peid
five hundred ruliies, the smue ap ‘chant classaes, i"i8 excep ian‘
.Madc ror ihe Jews evok:d hostile comments in fussian scciety. Conse-~
guently Nicholes I issue n age Avgust 20th (September 7th)i82Y,
demanding that ihe Jews serve in the ar i like the other citizens of %x

thﬁ ¥mpire.? This ordinsnce fell like a iealr-blow upon the Jewish
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In view of the greater numbter of conscripts require? from

sarison with ithe non~Jeévws thelr arremrs weére on the in-
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saldent Of the same citv wro R AL ’ :
s - Gty wrote to the Governor ¢f the stute concerning

thnt case. The natter wae

exXam 2} vy A Y R PO
mined and the @hal offieisl summoned for

. The Xaal succeeded 3 T3 .
trial "ueceeded in briving the judges an in sendiang Goldberg

instead of the cfficia

Ludd

inte prison. TFro; there he wrote aﬁ‘air: to the

Governor and apreared befcere him in LOrson Con=equently h wase rclcased
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ad the official put in nis lace .
and Goldberg toox the Place of the off leial., A number of times: thege two

men changed place 8, until f"rc.“s,r_!l:r-':‘:'_--; Wi exiled to iberia. vhe :

. r 1berla, wvhere he died,”
That is one example of the iron hand ef the ¥shal and of the con-
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flicts it ha? to encounter. Rt Wag even esreanter Hardsh ip, for the
the actions ¢” the Knhal - sufficient monad for ire ir attacks
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advantages reperted to the sovernrent the n tempts on the part of some in-

dividualz or of the ¥ah=l in conirivins schemes for

vice., Denunciati ns of this Kind were seldor left un venred by the Jews.
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But therehy ‘t}lF:y widerd to thelr own nmiserv., “or i: sach cases the commun-
ities were involved in “ourt procedures, In a c¢use that came up in Po-
dolia (1838-40} in con saquence Of the mirder of two Jewish W
eigity prominent Jews were tried before eriminil court,”

Thus through the censcription measures the ‘ahal evoked hatred on

the Fart of the JTewish people a - well as distrusti on the jart of the ~oy-
“Mmment. In the shovementicned city of I‘Zlétzk vheére the Kzhal resortad
to various outragccus 2easures, grew up tie bitter opponent ¢f the Zahal
48 well us of Tudai-m in genera]l - Jacob Brafman. Tarly, he was s ingled
OU as a recruit. Ho, therefore, fled from his native city and spent a

1ong time as a teacher in Tebrew in smll villages. All the time he had

' f the Kan a8 well as from thc. TOV -
to hige himself from the detecticn of the Kahal a Fov

_ 1) Paperna-Perezh itoye II.
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"Towever, should
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curged in this world and

The offensive form ©
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declare voisf all statement s
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should I, on account of someon

1€ army and remaline I the fame

minig e rs wished to permit the right of settlement in

Tzar laid down the law; *to permit widowed methers only".

the irony of history, a mem

.;1’- Perezhitoye II 286 ff.

“ath I do not annul in my heart. But I take 1t

in accordance with the imftention of these that lead me to teka the oath:
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Cre up concernins the promcticnof scme Jewlsgh sd diers. In 1832 the

Tzar Hichcolas permi.ted the promoticn of the Jews into the rank of ‘unter-
0ffizer', however "only for distineticn in fighting against the enemy".

A n 18 mmittec o
Of course he did not expect to be involves in war., 1In 1837 a commit f

R ]

Nikolayey and Se=

bastopol to the aged parents of Jewish sailors who served there, but tha

2 rowever, by
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gazs of"unus eful"” Jews. ut the T"zar foun
glent and msuggested that five times 1 e usual
vhen the Jews of Mstislavl, in the government
of attacking the soldiers the Tzar ordered th:
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8hows the attitude of thHe Tzar towars draftings the Jew

Bérvice. He regarded it as a

increase

reason to look upon it in the same light. 1Ia order to

hutthelir sens were to

ber the Jewish soldiers wer- permitted to marry,

vare at this period re-

become Cantoni«ts. "The rons of Jewish soldiers

garded as government property and were educated by the autherities, who,

during the reign of Wicholas I of Russ in, had a speclal regard for the

Jewigh Can‘t‘.(}nigtﬂ} 4g it wng easier to convert

them 1o Greek Orthodox

Churen than it wae to convert their elders, whose religious principles

(1), R.J.B. IX 242.
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Zhitoye II Pp.54-If and pPr.248 ff.
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s man zeruit 18 possibl G cover the
shortage. In 1583 the arrors e pon .3 :
rrc { UNICrintion measures reached the
elimax, In ordar to rceruit the f:11 auots of n 801 g
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"The Jews ¢ llp their own brethren 1i} wo ds 1
ne { e A he: Lwn preELaren 1ike wolves and deprived them of their

passports, o ghured them anc or the soulz eof
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2 substitute for their own children in military service. It was toc dan-

"mus for o Jew to leave his home sven in broad daylight. On public roads
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]

Were made at night in the houses of Jews and ehildren were taken avay from

the arm: of their mothera. Soon the Russe-Turkish war followed and the

While the nwiber of recruits of each

ota of gsoldiers increased anew.

theusang Christian inhabitants of the western zone was -nineteen,and of the

Sastern %ome-wine, the number of Jewish recrulte per thoneand was-thirty.
. 1

S . - p 1I-549.
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commerce on a large scals, Host
trade with the peasants elc.

the Jews controlled a large pvart of the comnerce, ZFor example in the

eity of Wilna. (1840) acconiing to Tilienthal, the Jews owned Rall the
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Numerous stores® tThe women tend U0 that husiness and their blagk-raven

Lively and endowed with a commercial
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3L n qualilty; dress shawls, worked
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- 1
factory at Minzowey and a nhme Paptaryv ot 09 = : ;
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of the wholesalers, brokers abd retaill dan)
Mhe  Tawn A 9 1
Lns Jevrs id 2 considerab in &8 3,3 1itractors t & pov-
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ernment . e Buse lan gove ent 41 t 1114 d irectly 1its own roads and
keep Boem in repalr the public hihways, either did it s 1y directly
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food or clathing for the army. It publishe raposaal 8 and asalsgn

te one of the bidders, known ns "pedradshik®., "The government, knowing
tae cupid ity and precdiness of 0

plies, itself; and it ther~fore entrusied this hranen ofits adninistration

-

16 the hands of men who had to satisfy Ul

of the off icers fro: thelr own purses, "and they had to lese ¢n their con=

tracts if they had nct calculated all these expenses before hand.“ The

Jews were allowed to send in bids in the provinces -where they were al-

lOWQd -to re s ide ~ ; ; ?IGV iar - :(1 e 'SXP :—31 e 73 ‘U:J‘F:}"': C Cl'l Sidﬁ. T'able ] Ei.n d C:.'n 53-
‘quently only the wealthy could partic ijpste. In Courland the Jews even of

the first and second guilds were not alloved to hecomée contractors to the

erown or to undertake the erection of any goverament building.” In all

€1).Israclite II-492.

S
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2) Iaroelite II-’.446.
Dinrics of Sir M.HontefioreVil.P.362 f£I).




the provin ;s where the Jews wWére alloweqd +
+ we 1o0wed to resige thevy had + -
tg- They were oblices et
contrac : 4= Vosliged to keep g certain number of horses In re
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they received a
turn & Ve a stipulated sum 7r om the government, veside the usu al

traveling fees from the Passengers.

m
. 1 V - . E}- 2. o | » .. s
Ine Jews al so engaged in mechaniesnl trades. That was the tdmel of

the Cauvsasus, Nikelaiev
the Pale of Settlement

the Jews 'residing in AR ‘
Sebastopol ete, Tut also in

rre; o MR - S
et numbers derived thieir means of livelihood

from hand labor or some trade. It is true labor was not looked upen as
- . ’ K

a high calling, bul the necessities of life pre 'vailed. 1In his report to

Kisselev (in 18486) wontefiore states: "In all those guberniums where
Israelites hawve the privilege of settling, there are saue of them
tailors, shoemnkers, farmers, glaziers. tc,&c, others whe employ them=-
selves with a more laberious occupation, as that of a blacksmith, lock
smith, bricklayer, carpenter &c. There is s class which may be reckoned
among the artisans, such as watchmakers and goldsmiths, and amther, which
my be considered ns a most numercus one, is that waich consists of people
W20 bregk stones on the chaussess, cut wood for fuel, or dig the ground

nlace to a.ncther“.l

3
(%]

and carry water, or remove heavy loais fro
In the city of Wilna durin: the forties almest all trades were in
the hands of the Jewg. Tilienthal writes: "At every nev buildins there
Were Jewish masons and carpengers, working as hard and as skillfully as
the best mechanics in Germany; there was no hard trade whatever, as cop-
Peremiths etc.,stc., which was not practised by the Jews, and the lighter
Ones as tailors, shcemakers, were s0 over crowded, that the poor fellows,
Working day and night, hardly could make a living. "2. There were over

tWo thougand tailors and shoemsxers in the city of Wilna alone, which

ggum hazily gsupport such a hest of competitors. " Cartmen day laborers

e s i g
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| “Uninigh the number of useless people, by turning them gradually into ac-
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Chapter XT-A++awn
1 XX ALlClipteq Befom_;_

In 1840 a committes Yas orga

meaﬂures for the 1-{{01"{'}{1}] lF."'.??,‘f}'j[‘.\n of the J.r(” .
y i AL I
e A
dz:‘:‘ ‘_‘,?‘A--..q “ a '
ty Kiselev, "the Minister of Royal Domaing.
ated i tn

sittee set up for itself as gt .
pittee E b 8 P e ,l\ourn&l for Fama

—~— . ' ; eI 1t 1841
.M‘Z P i W‘mu/ 7 ,L’: A __a . Ui 3 3k ,l r..hr 1 P
gxpresses the policy of(re ﬁg’/ = ek, =

',L'?HE‘ full aim wvhien the. com=

¢ influénce the moral eaucation of

eneration of Jews throneh 4. il !
fhenew generation of Jews irsugn the est blishment of schoels in a

gpirit, opposed to the present Talmudical trai ning; (2) to destroy the

H t- s iect +h Tara + ) e s ik : e S
Kahals and t° subject the Jews the general adninistration; (3) to ege

tablish government rabbis, who, re celiving their salaries from the royal
treasury, might through their influence act in accord with ©
administration; (4) to prohibit the vse of the 81 scial Jewish clothes,
(8) to open for the Jews the nmeans or engaging in arricul ture, (6) to
bring in order the basket taxes collechtes from the Jews and set aside tae
nécesscary sums for the maintenamce of schools, rahhis and for their re-
moval s on government lands. Then, (7) dividing the Jews, in accord with
the nature of their cceupation, into useful, as; merchants, artisane and
ﬂgriculturd.sts, and inte those that have no regular, s¢ to say, prod_lictive
%cupations contrivuting to the commen wealth and weal; to subject the
fatter to various limitatics mensures, including a conscription three

L e g istered i
times the usual number, and when freed from service to be regis d in

a1 artisan lgund or in the class of agriculturists, and in this manner

'Jewa into useful and unuseful was practically impqssible. That was

e -e'kpecially clear in the memorandum of Count ¥.S.Voranzov, the Gow

Genera] of New Russ ia, (dated Octoher 16th 1843). He pcinted out

ihe committee was vresided over

ie view of fhe
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Srnah diffionlty was presented in the case

Ahal, “his institutjon ocenpied an igpertant place in fhe life of

. While on the one hand, its Funciion of guurding the inner Jife

the Rahbis, 1t was the only institction to
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0f the Jews. The conscription laws of 1827 strengthened its power among
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an impcriel edict was published declaring thatl fiftecen thousand. one

iundred and fifty-four dessjatins fone dessjatine cquels 2 .7 acres) of
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coloenies Yo s
of all the Commenced under tke law of 1835 only ihose of Volhy
“a i ! 1 -

nia and Witebsk met with success, Tor they were located on good land, in
tpe neighborhiood of cities. Nevertheless wnen in 1844 enother imperial
gkase was lssued concerning the Jewish colonization, witt & ;rant of sup-
port out of the baskel tax the nwnerous Jows desirous of availing them=-
gelves of ihe opportunity voluntarily offered 1o defray the necessary ex-
penses frou their own means.! In Cherson five new colonies were esiabh-

- 1 0, ;e i | o J ¥ o e €Yyt =
ijished during 10404l and four around 1850 and 1wo more in 1857-545, In

1846 the firsi colionisis appeared in the governmenti of Ikalerinoslov and

Ort? 2 R - = - - 1 Y
by 1049 thei'e were organized asbhoutl seveniLeen colo 1ies In Regesomrahis
5 '] » ILvelll COLON1ICS ., 4T .".:a:a.‘\'..'.i.--} e
nine colonies were orpanized durines 15457%2-5% .  Avitemnts were also made
to establish colonies in Crodno snd in Podolia. Yowever the law of 1847

threatening ail those wno will noil develop sufficiently their estates

kept away a good many people frow colonizins. The more lenient lawe

of 1852 increased the growih of colonies in the western regions, In

18-77 gpecial funds wele produced for removal purposes and ine norm was
get providing cacn family wiln thirty desjstines und ten desjialing in
provision in New Russia and twenuy desjaving willhoul any provisional
land in all other vegions. The Suppoil of the Jewish emigrants was pul
uppn the .Tev;-ish coupauniiies, unds of ihe ‘'baskeél La}:"- (one

’ 1 .," -u'l 2
Rundred and scventy rubles for each fazilyl.

(1).Diaries of Sir Moses dMontefiore V.1 P.500.

(R)ER.J.E,VITL 755-6.
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tution, -
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R J.B. WuVIT.p.724.

Pefore Berlin Rabbi Eliezer It2bhok ungg:;mr(;gr;a)in-law held the of=-
f0r @ short ktms verlod. He died in 1854.

Ibid .
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anomaiies of Jewish 1ife in the powsr oL La e ARDY is and the= Zeddlkim. Jhe

trouble was not without but within Ihe Jewish carpsl

iy F oy &Yy oy e 2N > -
In the gove arnmen t }\..';-::_, saW Wwe Iiri iend of

-3

pecple was their worst enemy.

the pecple. They, therefore uwurned + o the governnent with a1l thelr con-
b o —— Yy ¥ i - Sl e vz - -
flaints and jlans of o reed reform. The Gowernmens stocd by the Maskilim,

2 3 -vys Ty = W 5 - e :.:'. ™,
but it carried out the reforms. 17 military Tashion, nJ compuls 109, The
the long-coat,

2 z - vy - 2 +
tagikilim spent all thelr energy in the cax aign agamsti o

spoduee German janmers and fashiong, Thereby

: skull-cap and in trying te in
: they encountered the oprosit fon of the orihodox elements who p ersecuted
Thua the raskilim were Left to thean=

them as 'Apicorsim’ ('infidels')

The masses were estranged from ther.

o "'3' selves nnd their influence waned.

(1). A.B.Gotilober, feAssif,1884-P.5.

~ {2), Pagerna, Perezhitoye ITI-P.352-Note.

found to be a paskil he was forced to crant his

| "BBB-P 431)
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11ture was tal
ery Jew of cul 2s taken : :
v J 18 an 1nfidel and wag d’istmsted. The

& i '_f-‘1 -
only orthodox Jew wW1D advocated reforms in education was Ifan h
! e fanasseh ben Yos-

1 o -
ep °f Ilye '1767-1831), & @isciple of tie Wilna Gaon, but he was di
X y DUT & as 8-

_;_Ff',' ‘DEDUl x| ¥ & ) A [ i I C “ '12 -
credi Sd b t b 1, e L] e a”.lS H N L a k i
t 7 a f d =i 1n 2 i(;-’lt int 0 J ew 1Sh .‘—ch lw

} ag well as in "irher mathem a
ghip, fer mathematics, mechanics and $;tra.t&g;ics.1°

e did not hesitdte to 3 e P 4 e
fe g ¢criticise some of the decisions of the Schulchan

1d the commentaries of ] 3 2

Aruk a1 ommentaries of Rashi and Tusephat® . He alse pointed out
Vi he Gemara at timesmisunderstood t t of

Lﬁd-t tl gerare a4t vlmegsmisunde; beL(’L TR Lr::{l oi '{11;,‘_; "iéhl‘l&.. ‘E{ig :\‘i(;-f

# is‘i t]ﬁ.(: ”A'L'P ) - Bnash e b i MY Fiial i =g -
work } . A, nasngle”, waen wne printer becams acquainted with the

= 3

2 - i s 4 Tl o v pOa Yo ), PR " - - e~ 3
.fadical spirit of 1€¢ worKk he threw boeth precfs anml mamuscript into the

¥ . o et S g ,\ A T e ; 3 e L
fire, Hanasseh at dnece nreceeded Lo revwrite his wmrek ‘DCCK, and owing to
na s A L ]

his remarxkable mmory was able Lo complete 1it;, he published it iIn Wilna in

L oy X o ~ N 2rn 1Moo wvpem s tay 3 z e i . X : 3
1827 (repuvblished in Warsaw in 136C). In his wor: Menassen demenstrated

that in acco rdance with the rabbinical teaci:ings the Rabhis have the power

- &1 4 At b1 - < F v . R S S
a:when thers is a necessity for 1t,

t0 anend certain Jewish legal decisic

Menasseh was compelled to suppress the paragraph containing this (Para-

]

P o

graph 20) because Semuel vatzenell anbogen threatened that if it were not
withdrawn he would erder the work publicly burned in the Synagogue :ra.rd,:j-
?*O'ﬂever, the bock was burned just the same on the Wilna 'Schuliof' as a
hereticanl work%, As far back 28 1807, in his ‘Pesgher Davar' he ccmplained
that"the Jews are divorced from real 1ife and its practical nseds and de=-
are short-sighted men who, instead of

mandg, that the leaders of the Jews

?
ered the establishment of rabbinical
thematics, mechanics and stra-

(1) When the Russian government ord
goholar to translate his work

8chools, ianassash wrote a WO rk of higher ma

t toinduce sonme 2

thoge lines, His friend Josgeph Wyazyn reared, however, the unfavorable

& : ; that tae Jews instead of worxing
Oment of tie off loials, who might 5%31{' w:: rosolyed therefore to burn

on farms, were prevaring war plansia VIII-P.286). This ecurious incidsent

the mmacript. (Jewish Bncycloped
Eives an idea of the time.

th P-.Sz-ff -

Cy.Nathansohn's Sefath ¥me
:- - - . '.285.' .

wish Enoyclopedia VIIL.P

s




pher who published the 'Ben Peroth' in 1858), the head teacher
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" shte n: he * oy e Y . -
enlightening their follewers, darken tueir intellect with casuistic re=

trictions, in which eagh rabbl tries to ovtdo his »r
s - ch ch rabbl tries to ovtdo his predecessors and con=

- v TR e A e 1. }
temporaries. The wealthy class thinks oniv of its profits, and is not

gerupulovs in regar? i

wae means of gstiing meney. IEven those whoaare

& ;“‘.. i &- ‘:‘-v “l L "I‘ -" ™ ‘;'1' o - TS NS a- - 1 L1 -
honest and endeaver to help their pecrer brethren do it in sueh an unin-

1 e -

t way thnt ther g et Ll i . . .
telligent way ihat they do harm rather than pocd. lInstead of educating

" 4 = FAN R w o - W 1 '
the cilldren of the poor to becone artisang, ther add to the number of

- . 3 e 4+ - - % ¥y 1 ay & 1 1)
idlers, :nd are thus respcnsible for the danverous ccon =quences of such
-
- erd A A I . & RS A D e o ~ 1.7 :
an educatlicn", itls daring appeal to the rabhis resultsd in a condexna=-
tion of his works. He was cone of the few who recognized the valie of
Yidéd ish as nedlis of chin he people, ¢ *ranslated his Samms-
de-Hayye into that languege (Schklov, 1823).
1idle his views were rejected by the orthodox el ements®, they found
3 . ST e i 7 - el e e e Mam  Fardi B A ) = e e
adherents among the laskllim, The intellectunls were in a small minority
and scattersed all over the country, The carelessness ¢f some of the jas=-

ilim results

3 4= b v e ey ] e v o Y o rmnd Ty111 0 e - -
in the general antagonism °f the great bulk of Jews against

all the Masgkilim. The term ¥agkil becamne

@

vnonynous with that of atheist.

Lo this day the ‘Taszalah is misunderstood. The name is somewhat misl

ct

ing on account of the fact that it is often confused with the French En-

H{owever, here

s theistic tendencies were uppermost. a,

lightenment, in which
if a mowment is toc be judged by its leadinz spirits, it meant enlightened

N 4+

Judaism, pure from =1l superstitions. Thus the exieonents cf the mcvement ,

like T,ebensoan, etc., carried on their campalgn with a Eible in hand .

Their motioc was 'Torah ve-Chochma'--"learning and wisdom" (C;."Emeth
Ve -Bryma vy 1,6b ensohn »~~- thece twe not heegtile but like sisters, ready

to ussist each other. Levinsoan called for enlightenment in the name of

(1), Cites in the Jewish Encyclopedia VIII-P.285.

(2):s s 1lixe Mordecal Plungyanski (his biogra=

of the Wil- =
Paperna,Perezhitoye,I11

He had a ﬁumber of follovwer

Ra cal Seminary; and R. Baer of Xopyl,ete.(

", i ” “
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» malmnd and 1irm -~
4 ne L| Hl —..!J(- \-vlf t A ]E « u({ inf:: I{"-f ‘E)‘Qiﬂ :.‘(\"\F‘T ar t".\ -

na masses had

™

; he Mask r S
int wxilim, In order to organize the Masiriltim

s

ertain Dr. Rofenhery of Rerdit
g ri; of Rerditchev made an eflfort

-ed Hnskil DB+ e
tered lim. In 1832 the Rerditchev Hrgkilim organized

of "Seekers of Light and of Mmowledre" 2
) - -.LO\?J. f(".{;e (Shcn‘:}lm Or WI!?-"I'[ELS}:&J.B:Q) -

| B |
° P o L
- . A v ¥
41 4l W G T S B .
(te?th‘d Lo Mebrew literature and seeular knowlad e e
jir BeCULADl” KTo '-'.'I'JEL:-{'-_-:. Tneass
5.8 nase

poverful ‘agemcies in the promotion of culiure amonz ‘he Jew

Ng

Tor united effort

Similar

a

. o orpmanize the scat=

8 O

. T 3 1
The ¥ilnag circlie had a mumber of nenbears who were desti
. 2 number of nesbers who were destined to

come the monlders of . ich 1ife Abh rah - T,ehens chn®
: ish life, ran: shenadhn™
o \ . o ey L P 1 1 £ 3
1794-1860) bvecame the father of new iichrew peoetry in Huss ia ;
PYSLiL gy LIl o 58

Aarcn Cinzbure? (1795=-1646) created the new realistic He
L - o 4 Vaih LR A i FASET eRLIBLCIC n&

uro ae

LE I &1

ana ey nw DNinir (IBO09-1R03 SN iy PRI P e § a :
Iganc Mever Dick (1 308-~1893) rp the firat e write gnorty storlias
dich and therabhy laid the found & Emaa o Af TAAA S0} 1 t "
eh and therehyr laild the T0un oy 1008 L Xinc isn L4 ravure. Lne X8
4 : M o L Sk dey md? o P e - = T T
objeot in the ligerary activity of Wwie wiree men wa~ enlightennent.

1 - 4 ¥ 1 by 0 R i &3 M) +% £ T pspem ol e 2 oy 4%~ T Aavs FE L

cordiny te Apraham Bar T,ebensohn the dersradation of the Jews was qu
s 2= - 7 -~y L) - -

sur main causes: (1) Absence ¢f Hasxalan, 1.8, 02 ra

(2). kagid, Toledot ¥ ishpaha th Ginzourg.
(3). %iener, History of Yidd ish Liter ture-rPr/1:9-1f.
h

flthourn Dick matered the ™
dish. Jis Tew Hebrew compos 3

shrew language he Wre «
S
t1

ateficrets visit
n

(v}
o |
1]

of Sir Mcosem G AUy L SR oo
Gac1), v {fronoth" (1868) =nd uasecneti .-'-.I“.T'-If'u*‘h“.'.'. '}::{3
is a parcdy on the Rabylonian Talmud. It was publ s hed

r 1848), It was publisked 1n

cpokd? "Kanfe Jona® (Berlias
1878, Dick received the repu : PR
a d.tngeroua !el)i}corsa‘ HE S e wag mre gueccea ef‘]l..{,. Il ".i
writings., S.1.7inn gtated th £ :

Wilna. He was a prolific writer and meost widely read

o »x¥ gn llebrew books
was a strict *inde rt of the orthodox JeWs.

n 18

Yordecal

confidence

In 1830

{Adam ha ilchen,

style.

A=

g L

]
L

wroete mainly in Xide

-~

L¥

are Min Oreach®, & deserintion
to Wilna, "Hachseh mul Machseh s
last named

in Senicr
Yilns

taticn en account of this parcdy &as

a Yiddish

tional education in

ot Dick was the most popular anthor in

While there -

.ent ion cn tie pa .
out mmch attention ! to preaph the doctrines of Haskalah

plok a wonderful oprortunity
without hindrance.

the Yidcd ish worxs pagaed with=
That cfTered




Hebrew prose literature ©

translator of the
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ve lanpuage of the Lagl;

a-Tiect P J —~ .
on all avbjecis outside of religion; (3) the marriaces of children of

}‘;T"F‘.f"l.’-?,‘%\!!‘e aste, (d) if‘.ri?il{_‘j{-‘;ncrf in lweouries. especinlly of table and dress.
yordecal Aaron Ginzburg likewise hslievad that the neople suffer in coR-

gequence of thelr ignorance of gecular learning, ilis epnosition to the

.

g T4 Bk o = s g -
rabbls of the Time is typical 21 his e mtemporaries, e insisted that in-

gtead of their Indulgence in the casuistry of the Talmud ther should loek

bad

41 N -4 e ] e, - = B 217 0 * 1
for the vepld's wellare. The same sentinment was ‘exiivessed by Adam ha=

chen Lebenschn. Tehensom devoted his 4ime %o fehrew Grammar and Txege=
adg. With the eco-oneration of Ben-Yaxed he mblished wendelsschn's Xible
traonclation (YUikrne :odesh ilna 1848«53) with add iticnal comentaries.
Thi=s was hailed by the Hagkilim =3 a st significant event in the in=-
tellectual develormsnt of the Ruaszian Jews. This edition was scld in
thousasndsg of conles and thereby im nt, o ore exact knewledge of the
ihle ps well as of the Cerman Lanuage wnr te masses., jloedecal Aaron

-
rl

- =y 2 - NIT ~ara e n aan MAarley 5 T TEE -Xe .
Ginzture was suided by the wirinciple: war ch e darkness, your effort

! ] 3 e B Y - ] P e ] s mira g | 1 r B e
@ vain nnd fruitliess; introduce 1 ifht and darknsss will be forced

St 2 nd . - N SR p— miamtn .3 a1
out". In harmony with this spirit be set out to wr ite on niaterical

” T T o Nhyandian Sistore®; "Life o f Hapolecn
themes: on "Oener=l Wistery®, on "V gian History™; "L apC

T » Th § Tudaeua®. ete. Thereby he showed
Bonaparte®, "The Frbassy of hile Judasuss, BUC. ARENEL

- & - s . 40 At *h e --." a a 3 'L"\ =
coniemporaries that the robbinieal literature is noi the alpha and e

nd that there axist problams othe

-~

tmepga of wigdom

~4174inney of sivle wnich renders them
t1cs. Mis writings vessess a brilliiancy ol yle wnle

clanszica of Wehrew prose Inder hias influence RREYENE developed tne nea-
P R e o431 Fu g f=1 ) = ¥E ’ o

F the nineteenth century. Kolman Schulman (1826~

1900) centinued the saze 1Ne€ of work as author of a Jistory of the world

(4n ten volumes), a geosraphy (in ten velumes), four volumes of blograph=
i b ] b
foal and literary sssays on the Tewish writers of the Kiddle Ages, and

e "Jewlsh Wars® of Jo eephus. Aside from thig work he in-
'J&l_gwﬁ ma romar!!;ié mommt amon the Jews and at the saune time the
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novel into Hebrew Titerature, through his translation of Fugene Sue's

! NMvsteres Parig! 2
Les lysteres Parig' (1 :imu, 1847-8)."M1s books were srread broad-cuast

by millions of copies, and ther fostered love of e
o = S AR LW

H

o
‘_n.

of Science and

knowl edge in general amonr the people. By this token, Schulman was ¢

--u\l

civilizing agent of ths first ramk, =

pde

8 work l1s the i;.cy-tal th.r'f.’u,‘_’:}]_ vhich
the ifaskil had to pass, and sometimes rasaes to this day, on the path of
development towvard modern civilization,®

Twe Haoslrglah - o ome 1 L i i 3 P
The Haslkelah mcvement found full expregsion in the city cf Warsaw.*®

In 1823 Anton Tisenbnum published a weekly in Yiddish and in Polish under

n as T s r -

the name "Der BeVOhachter nn der Weichasl® (Peolish Title "Dostrzesacy
IT‘C'! 'ri":"v*c""r“ ")‘5 L (s n Tl on Ayees f—~rF vl in g | - 7 v TROn T v
i d fisan, A . [ 4 1 . : A * p | 2081 SE inar in Vol v B i, Ve

=y - 4 oy 3 4 = a1 & > 7 el s o o e -
gver, as 1ts 1in obj et the ction of secular dture, it did not
prepare anv rahbis. The reform mcvement of the early forties affected tLhe
cormunity of Warsaw. Abraham tever Ocldschinidt was its Tirst cCerman

preacher (1742): 'e came to Worsaw from Teipsic as tutor to Meyer Barsen's
children. Ve endezavored to raise the edicational standard of the Jews in
Poland by advocoting the estahlislment of schoels on the German moedel and
to train the children in indus trinl lines.
cfthe intellectunl life of the community. And even after he left for his
new position at Teipsic, he still exerted a grea' influence on a number

oy b 4

did mich for the education of the

ga
=1

e
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W
"
-

-t
gt
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o
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of prominent

-

younger Jewigh generation of Warsaw, Abraham Stern (1769-1832), the as=-

tronomer and mathematician held & foremost place in the scholarly cirecles

of Warsaw. His son-in-lav, Hayim Selig Slonimsky (1810-1904) exertud a

great influence on the Jews of Rus siamPoland through his worke on
5.

Science and mthemat ics. He was widely read hy all classes of people,

(1) . Slouschz-P.130.

(2). Tor the liberal tendencles in Odessa,

ericdical arpearsd in 1841 under the 11
B§£g4§) Tt was edited by S.I.Finn. The first
"Rl ma-Va.aaer" a aupplemmt to the Hamelitz

Riga, etc. see next chapter.

(3). In Russia the first H
' irhe Za..fOn' (Film_lmH

neky became edlitor of the Hazefir



~ casion of the defeat of the Trench)
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¥hile there were n 3
< were many leading spirits in the strurrle for en
ne 8 2 1 =

119;_1ten‘]er“i nene stand

out as 2
oL as p mminentl vy as that of Isanc Ben T,evinsohn

788-1860) * Kre - -
(1 1 of Kr menitz, who may rightly be regarded as one of the

> Tev - Y .
lead ing Jews ©of the nineteenth centu ry. As refermer of the life of the

al el — }‘ T
Russlan Jews he has mo peer. lie was born into a well-to-de family., MHis

father was a merchant. 3But 1lil ¢ .
. Sut like mst bus Iness men of that day he was

well-ver=zed in Talmudi % 1 W
% xlmudic lore. In addition he mastered the Polish lan-

-k = -

uage and wrotle fluent i iy e s

guag L te fluentl Y 1n classical Heb rew, vinich was a rare accomplish-
i 3 tor P73 yrelea 31 2 o) poey

ment ,indeed, icr a 'landan' in his day The young Isaa¢ Rasr was sent

T E > nt 1 3 oo Ll & P A ' 2 3 & .
to Heder at the agp of three. As & child of nine he alreadv dabiled in
1 1y ¢ : ¥

-

Catala and curiously enough tried to compose & cabalistic work., At the

B + 1 T Wn - TR Y Pl 3 1 14 1 3
age of ten e was well-versed in T_n.l::z:-.x-..lc lere and *new the olé Testa-

4 -—

ment by heari- He gpuliled himself to the study ¢f the Russian lan=

guare. flowever, his m2in studies were still in the line of Rabbinical

li.tel'-;:t.1)re. In accordance with the custom of his daoy he married young, B
but the marriage was an unhappy one and had to be dis ved. Rroken down
in health on account of excessive study T.evinsohn went te Brodi to con=-
sult the local physicians. There he pmade the acquaintance of 2r. Isasc
Arter an | of Solomen Leb Rapapert. He was scon appointed teacher mf at

the gymnasium of Tarnopol, where hs became intimate with Jeseph Pearl,.He

then returned to Brodi as instructor of the Hebrew College. His new

positicn brought nhim into contact with wachmm Xrochmel. From these men

he learnel many a lesson that was Very useful to him in his later activi=

ty. Therein he‘ was preeminent toc all the other leaders ¢f the waskalah .

For net only 4aid he diffuse knowledge but he also learned the methods for

this work. He reauzed that while he may expect the opposition of the

orthodox elements he would be safe if he would get the government on his

side, Thus while his first literary effort (a poem in Hebrew at the oc-

in vhichhe already displayed'liis




. (4). zinverg, Perezhitoye I
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patriotic feelinge and which was piesented to the “inister of the Interior

- < « 1
Kozodavlev by commander Girs~ may have ben ace idental his other works
pear signs of conscicus efforts to please the government., Prcbsbly with

this mo tive he translated (1818) into Vidd

ches) the ignorence of which gave quite & good deal of trouble to the
government. In 1822 he prepared a plan (in German) for the orgsnization
of Jewlsh Schools and seminaries and a deseription of the'hew Jewish
sect 8' winlch he presented to the Crevm Prince Yonstantin throush Zass.

The following year he wrote a satire on bLhe Wasidim "Emek Refaim" vhich

it

circulated in manuscript among the Jews of Russ ia and _.-._ustria,,a In 1820

N I - 3~ T oy yr ey ey . WS e 1 a o 0= YIP RS e spe i
‘:_,,;‘_, Russ 1an 1,:,.',.?‘;,!_'_“_.\;:.5_39 ( ‘Yegaae Lasndy a'.'\-'..',.'".z‘.h) .

s Grammar wag ndt published nur wus the plan of Jewish Schiools

realized. Mewever,his first efforts showed just wvhat were his aims and
methods of enlightening the people, It came out more fully in his

Memlc Be-Visrioel”. Trom 1517 n¢ labored xxx on this work which he

completed in 18 o4 Hut on account of ill health was unable to0 publish it

- e - 'l 2 S e 4 . AN - ] -~ [
in 1823, ."11":3}}:'?‘.1{’,"1 he wrote nis book 1n 8 nost careful ey in crder not

o4

to offend the orithodox elements he still fea red lest 1t be condermed by

: B oy he 1 F< 3 Admir: his
them. 1In 1827 he sent a manuscript eopy of tas Mewdo?! to Admiral Shishkov

Public Instructicn and Fereign NDenominations, with

1=l

& long letter explaining the objeci of the bk, its patriotic motives,

and the deep feltl need of such a work amon: the masses. e asked for

. B B ; 5 3v1i -8h i'q in order to -
pPemiss lon to dedicats tne ‘Yeudo' to Admiral shishkov,in ord P10

., 24
tect it agninst the attacks of the o:ft.rlodox", and for financial help to

(1). Hessen, Perezhitoye IIIP.S6.

(2). Of his other Anti-Hasidie works are 'Dibre Zaddikim®, (1832) and
“itegilah A'fah® (Bd. Dynard-1904). ‘

(3). Hessen-ibid P.7.

1.P.319-20 Cp.J.Hessen,Perezhitoye I-second)

3, &

part 2L 7.5 Tote 20

=r-
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v

enable hlm to publish his work 1o

1‘.-' ANF ey
CK was handed over

andb €rg foer examinati i ;
A vL10n, “Vine expressen iimself in

the work, but con the conditi s :
itn, that .1l vassages which

to the Hasidim' be omitted, that it might b
L migh . approved

1dsh rabbis and, it should not be ded

| in that case the Jews

ad the book",~* The 11 e
| 2 D . The new Hinister of
eads 4 TR - =
Public Instruction Bludov recocmmendec to the Tzar tl =
| > ’ to the Tzar that Tevinschn be a-
3 P | o o - ”
warded & I 1zZe 0% onethousand rubles 4 that e book be publis?
it e hook be publiished later
| . 5
on. A8 soon 28 Yevinschn received 1
£ ! vV inoso LY 1 r 0 el 11Th1 & 23 +11Y
| 7o d sand rubles he pu lished the
i - 3
& pook at his cwn expense (1823).
|
mm -
The Impression whl } ¢ cec he T =
| P It n C s if preduced the jJews 1n Russ 1o Was
I tremendous. Itis respectful ne ‘Tohe +hodoxy. its ccnvincing arga
- L lly U1l M,-L"\‘
l ments and ccpiocus references Lo r inical thorities won tn ood will
g | 'L " g b - 15 i
of the prthodox Jews. They looxed upon -’ Tzudo' with great reverence.
¥ great reverenc

e Y

¥ : - rey o
COLIE Wikl

racical (¢}

tion and life. A

young. Hvery Jew nust J

grammatically. He must a cther languages

especially the language O

must possess some secular knowledige. &

tory to suprort his plea

ed to rlimc't the

Rusgia, In addition he ain

(1). wessen-Perezhitoye IIT P.l1l.

(2). The attitude of the Jews toward labor was rather pe
Pap érna writes that his mother used to repeat frequently:
God in our family there is not one
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aer Tevinsehn wrote his Teudah Bo Yisreel.
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35:':1011113111'9-‘“0? this reason he tried to show - esteem in which trad
steem ades

gere held in Talmudie times .nd pointed to the golden period of Jewcish
gistory in which agriculture was the main stay

This book more than eny ather work pa'éed the way for the sphool
reform of the forties, 1In 1830 tevinschn wrote in Yiddish ("Hephker
felt") in which he pointed out the dsfects in ‘E’.':.mszia.ln Jewlsh life snd ad-
socated the establishment ¢F Jewish schools and tried to'ettract the Jews

¢ agriculture and Lo trade SRR T :
2 ades. In 1831 Tevinsohn sent tc the new Minister

o

of Wducation Prince

Tievin K an elabormte tract (in German) on the

need of Jewish Gechools.—+ In lo34 Tevinsohn succeeded in persuading a

Apr @ N 1 &r a® Tewish Tam IT'3m o - o - . s -
lJarge number oLl Jewisn lamillies (fifty-<wa) of .‘remenitz to take up ag=
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ricul tural pursuits, but not one of then carried ocut the plan.”" In 1835
Tevinsochn worked out a nplan for the yomoval of Jewish purinting presses
printing 28588

from all cities, save those in whrich

censorship of all Tewis

up a list of booxs which he rerarded as useful =nd wnich he regarded a8

harmful. This project was presen ted Lo the Minister of the Interior and

in 1836 an ukase was issued regarding the closing of the Jewish printing
o 4

even 014 b ooks®. However, ne 8s00n realized
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+ their own officers and
the weekly vortion of the
ie) er. even in their own
¥ s for example the
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synagogues no periect
PPriziscn Scaneider® (I.7. the ta
arnd the weal thier ones
brethren.

coint out in this connection that a fev years
hel the Beth-Yehudan hé Was compell ed to give
anyeared as an answer to questions propounded
e Je could not secure the congent of the

(1), It ic interesting 10
later vhem Levinsohn finis
it the charamcter as if it
tc him omix by Lievin - otherwise !
printers to publish it.

(2). YHessen-Pere shitoye-III-P. 15-Note.

(3). Ibid P.16.
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lowever,

not knovm %o his contemporiries.

And there he sppeared as a greatl ma ter. Reside the 'Teudo' he wrote h
mpeth~Yenuda® in waich he presented in n systematic way the develo: ment
of Judalsm from earliest times dovm t¢ h1iis owm dzy»-'.l' This hoOXx was
hailed by the Russian J ,’ Abrasham (Geirper and Yost hipghly mmend.cd
it; but Regq io attacked 1t 1 th -a of its cconservatis n >urnd
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favlt with 7 evinsohn fer having defendec th « belief in evil spirits. 90
this TLewinsohn cffered 1e foll owl epl] "It appears tc me ihat it wvas
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my teachings by paring Lec mieh t+enticon tO }!f’.f".:_:‘ matters wnich are af Y
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matter, as othe
¢t Reth Yehudah of U o

it iz rather

scientific ex nosi*:cn of Judaism.

That it met the requirement can he

left upon Russ ian JewIry.
gein the hearts of the people.

(1), This boox appeared in two VO

several editions.
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S’dmnls in 1854.
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seen from the profound impress jon it
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Chapter XIII.School Ref

fomg

The acti

gcn00l reform. The o0ld Porms

a

of

without air and

S iy T Sy e o c
h uda led torether. ner e T Ley Tema ined from

Bl y .| ™ -
the evening. The instructi: e BAA A A ey
2 1struction emsis ted of the Pentateuch and Talnud. IC -
IN
altempt was made at o sy- temabil FETE RS . |
a H as de at & sys temotic study ¢f Tebrrew or of Jewish History., 1
The Bibl e withh the excesntion - Srat D, - PR e e 1 {Tadi
Bit L xcention of 4 first Books of Moses™ was studlea E
i
v few who were under sus ‘o h el p: 8 3 - s |
h./ 1] fele Were urndadcel S U5 91C 101 C O eln! PIXCIS Ll‘"' 5 \L 4 Very tenaer It
i
- 5 PR | 3 = i 2 = b} 1 1 i
gge the chlldren wWere Inlu latt 1 ¢inlectics of the Talmud. They ;
were taumnt the secli .« 5f +the Talmud deali o . 2 s il
ere LaUufgile Lng sEgLvliuns i y Inud, dealling Wiitn The 1avws 01 QuruEes i
etc., with the idee in Chis sbudy weuld help develop their mental Tac=
vlties., The ingtructicn was CIICXACYZ Y. A nurver of assistant instruc=
tora tawt in the sare rovi. \11 a1 , nt the same time. The noise of
the children and of the teachers was deazening. In a plaintive sing=
i
song the children prepwed their 1-ssons. T2 analty of the less dill-
gent and disorderly cn ildren was the rod of %the Vielamed. 1In sane ‘hedai=
'
. &1 - Xy = o s o} - ¥ ™ 3 Y- 1
im! (schocls) it was cusi tomary to miv he boys some lnshes on Friday e
- . de o e - -~ A o Tre L 11 A £
afternoon before being didmissed in anvic ipation of the wschief they i
it
anturday RBvery move of e child was watched aml pun=

would commit next S5at

1 T -3 +that 1
jshed severely. For it was wel ievad That

eth his son'., The rod was regarded as a Ia

child's character.
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The' men who were in oharge o th8 o

ment were hardly capable of pertorming thel

skilled in Rabbinical lere,

e o tines ihay were detrimental

fag
faskilim was of special sipgnificance
instruction were

without light crowds of little children

ne who withhelds tae

they were igno mnt in other
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ghe child. They were in great numbers in each city. According te T.il-
1 there were 1 e ] 1
jenthal ..i'rle 'ere, during his trevels in Russia, at least twenty thousand
nela:z.dim, " The thvee cities of Xaminiec, Balta and lichilev, in Podolia,
alone give employment, according to strietly authentiec records, tc one
pundred and twenge~six meleamdinm, who texch over sixtesn hundred childen at
an smual expense of ten thousand, threec hundred and ninety-two silver
rubles. The most popular cities, such ss Wilna and Berditchev, employ

each over two hundred melamdim. Although the money spent annually bBY

the Russiscn Jews for the educaticn of thelr childéren reac hed the enor=
mous oaome ¢ witween two an } 1illion »uklsr silver rubles, still
svery individual teacher rec ived barel, mors than sighly rubles salary
per amum, wherewith he hal to supnort nis family., Under such cf nditions
an inferior pgrade of men entered in' {eachiing nrefession., ¥When a

men failes in everything e amed. The mmes "Zwelamed!
e om e e =y Y ] £ Nk n-‘-"..'ﬂ_..l
came tc meanfa geod-for=notvilng .

Oonsequently the schools were inadequate for the mrpose for which

-6 short-comings and turned all

) Iom I . e N . 0 [ 11 5 2
they were intended. The MaskKlliinli B >
:

their efforts upeon the reiorn v #he saucntion of the Jews in Russia. At

9 A sl o ¥ nr e T 21T O s 6 vir 174, v L
first *hey worked single- hut scon they were eaforced by lvarov

plans of schocl reform.

Attempts were m ade cduring the last years sf Alexander's reign %0
organize schecls following We wendelss dnian system, The first school

school & were founded during the
+rom Brodli and Tarnopel. Sone of

3 N i E . 0-‘
most of these yeign of Wicholas T In

desan thee was a colony of settlers
them were aisciples of the schools of Pearl. This city had the hghest
state of culture, The Hasidlc Rabbi Yisrolzi gaid thal he saw’ around

e Jews of Odessa orgmized a modern

Ddessa the f1mmes of the Gehinom.
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cal depariment of the University c¢f Liev began to incrense with the re-
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matter was referred 1o a cormlttee of ministers and the Tzar sanctioned
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nier to get an exanple, he therefors arrested the
parnass, Wios® dissimulation he had penetrated, and ordered the fire com-
panies to come and disperse the crowd by the streams of water from their
powerful engines. The cold water appessed the Anflamed fury, the peopls
fled in 2ll directicns; in hnlf an Imuse: hour the plece was vacated, but
in Wilna too for the present ny c:.ce was irretrievably lost. "l
T.ilienthalts firat tour resulted in faidre. On his return to 8t,
peterszirg he guspested to Uwarov that the failures of his plans was due
to the fict that the Jews did not put any confidence in him, because of

yecinlly because he was a forelgn-
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th: last visi TS
sit, were soon won over by his tactful ways.The fallure of

: the
his Tirst tour taum ;
ur taught him g very valuable lesson, to be more careful.

hey b A hie
They approved his plans and selected Ratb:i ¥Yitzhok of Volozhin as their

representative. ie wan 5
I v 1€ WasS one of the moskt foremost Talmudical scholars in

Russia and comnanded great respect among the Jews. In add ition he was

L] 29 . . -~
a men of great worldly tact and exXp arience; a man of rare penetration
7

'l - y s -
wio many years ago head foreseen the intanded refoms and always advocated

S —————————— P

the necess ity of sending a number of Jewish boys to the imperisl schools.® i
He spoke the german, Russian and Polish lanpuages fluently and though un-
acquainted with the literature of any of them he understood full well that

the school reform cculd not be delayed any longer.

L

The example of Wilna was followed by the rewish community of

e S — i e ® S S it

Finsk. He was cordially received and his plans were endersed, In Ber=-
i dychev he was awnited lmpatiently and his message was enthusiastically

listened to. He was joyously received in ¥<w Russia, in Kherso. and in

Kishineff. The three other representatives to the rabbinical conference

were: Menahem Mendel of ILyubavich, one of the leading figureg in the Ha=-
| sidic movement, Israel Halperin, & banker of Berdychev, and Basilius

Stern, director of the Odessa schocl, The onlyone who was familiar with

the problems of education was Basilius Stern. iHowever, Stern did not

render the best service at the conference on account of his jealousy eof

5r, Lilientm1l, He was the councillor of Governor Woronzev in gewish

| matters and exjected tobe entrusted by th
| ent entered into the transactions of
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e zovernment with the plans of

8chool reform. This personal elem

tha conferenca.z There was little work for the commiss ion of Jewisgh rep=

| g :
B i os save that of epproving the plans of Uvarov. It was, Rassel

(1).1sr.II P.402( ;

2) Zederb aum, Koheleth 1881 P.12 ff.

' did not sign the document. He could
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. Menchem =X }endel of
8 P.217.
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Departinent of Public Instruction.
Division I11, TebleT

10,7206 J ~RNG
z July rJ;-Z:lr.'., 1842,

i
|
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| To the Director of the Tcbrew Scheol of Riga,
| Robvl Dr, Lilienthal:
8 by aorder of th cpartment you are going to sei outl on a

_ Jjoeurney throush the provineas inhabited by the Jewa, 1 reques’ you to e
[ (Aet . 1
' have regard to the following nointas ;q‘
| [
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| na, M¥insk, Grodno, ) 1ntock, Shitomir, Berditcheff, i--f:.-:;iniafcz Po- 44
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crovinece of ¥iev, pust from there 10 the city ¢f wiev, and Turther
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the Department and Vice-Hinister
Drince Shirinski-Schichmatov.
the 3ra division of the Department
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Dukzta-Mkshinsky.
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