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THESIS DIGEST 

This thesis exaaines the role of light i n Tannaitic 

Hala.kah. Th e word light 1 s used to mean th.at l.allp or 

other form of illumination used in the h ome or s ynagogue , 

whether f or r eli gious or secular purpos es . 

An oil la.ap made of pottery was a ssumed. Flaaes 

..J1 1tu."" ) and torches ( ..J', 11,21; ) als o played a s ignificant 

role . 

Bach chapter deals Yith the role of llght in a 

specific festival. We begin with Sabbath light and 

continue with Ravda l ah light , l{&.nultkah light, light 

u s ed on Rosh ~odesh , Pa ~sover, Sukkoth and the Day of 

Atonement. 

It was the duty of the vo~an to light t he Sabbath 

la.mp at dusk. Specific regulations are found in the 

Kalakah concerning the mat erials u sed f or the Sabbath 

lamp . Certain limitations were placed upon t he uses of 

the Sabbath light. 

A blessing could not be recited over Havdalah light 

until one couln make use of its light. Thi s bl essing was 

r ecited a f ter the meal upon completion of "te e grac e after 

meals . " 

Tb.e origin of ijanuk.lcah lights 1s traced to the 

miracle of the cruse of oi l which t he Hasmoneans f ound 
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in t he Temple . These lights wer e lit for ei ght days 

in a proll.inent place by the door or even outside the 

noor . The householder was not r espons i ble for any fire 

t hat this light llight have caused. 

Flar es wer e lit on the top of hi l l s to a.nnounee 

the Hew Moon. On Pass over , the s earch f or l eaven was 

conducted by la.mpl 1gt.t rather than sunlight or •oonlight . 

At t he Li bation Well Cere•ony, the illuaination at the 

Temple was seen in every courtyard in Jerusa l em. Pious 

and r enowned men danced vith f lallling torches i n their 

hands . On the Day of Atonement, wher e loca l custo• 

d~d not pel"lllit it, a la.ap was not l i t in t he home . 

This was done to pr event s exual desire an d sexual 

intercour s e wh1oh was f orbidden on the Day of Atonement . 

But light s were kindled in the s ynagogues and houses of 

s t udy . 
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IITRODUCTIOlil 

The aill o! t his thesis i s to examine the role of 

light in Ta.nn.aitic Ralalcah. ~he Tannaitc period cor­

responds apprortaetely to the first two centuries of 

the Chris tian era. The word l ight ls used to mean that laap 

or other !orm of illUJ1.in.ation used in the ho3e or in the 

s ynagogue, whether for religious or secular purposes . 

This thesis does not attempt to examine the symbolic 

role of light, nor does it try to ~ake a comparative 

s tudy of light in non-Jewish sources of that period. 

The role of tee Menorah and t he use of light in the 

elaborate Temple sacrificial cult are ~lso beyond the 

s c.cpe of this thesis . 

While limiting ourselve s to the role of light in 

Tanna1tic Halakah we note some s ignificant a spects. 

An oil la.:np was assWlled. Such a. lamp was made or some 

for~ of pottery. It cons i s ted of a !lattened sphere 

rtth a nozzle or spout at the side which contained the 

wick and a hole on top for pouring in the oil. (See 

pa ge 5 ) !low, besides the use of oil lamps , flares 

, ..J\ 11< 1-A-, ) and torches ( "11,1,,-,,d played a s i gnificant 

role 1n the Ta.nnaitic per iod . Flares were lit on top 

o! h i gh hills to &nDounce the New Moon while torches 
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played a s ignificant role in the Libation Well Ceremony 

of the f e s tiva l of Sukkoth. Pious and r enowned men used 

to dance with flaming torches in their handB a s part 

of' t he f'es t1 v1 ties . ( See pages 24-25) 

The aaterial f'or th.i s thesis i s drawn primarily 

from Ta.nn.aitic source s , aainly the Xish.na. , Tose! ta and 

s ca ttered .Bara ithas. The sources are not quoted directly 

ln the t ext but appear in Hebrew and English in t he 

appendix. 

Each of ~he chapt er s deal s wi t h the r ol e o! light 

in a specific festiTal . We begin Yith the Sa bbath light 

and cont i nue with the Havdalah light, ljanukkah l i ght , 

light used on Rosh ijodesh , Passover, Sukkoth and the 

Day of Atonement . I n each f e stival ve exaaine t he kind 

of lam.p used and the purpose i t served. I n case of th,:! 

light ·.;bat was used in the cer emony of "-t 111l •~",'·"'~ , 

t he search f or the leaven before Passover, we f ind tha t 

laaplight was prefer able halakically to the light of the 

sun or moon. 

Cer ~ain s ca tter ed r eferences to light ver e not 

i ncluded in the me.in body o! this thesis . w~ f ind 

t hai in the ar ea of legal tes timo~y , evidence could be 

given by the light o~ a lamp or by the l ight of the moon. 

(M. Yev&:11ot h 16:6) This meant tbat a witness cou ld tes tify 

that ho had seen a certai~ object or event by lampl ight 

or moonlight. That 1s , the light of a 19.ll.p was cons i dered 
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sufficently bright a s to warrant i t s acceptance 14 

legal testiaony . 

I must thank Dr. Alexander Guttlllann, my thesi s 

advisor, for hi s valuable a ssistance . I am also grateful 

to my wife Helaine who has t yped this thesis and made 

many suggestions r egar ding styl e . Por her enthusiasm, 

encouragement and ass istance, I affectionately dedicate 

this t hesis to her. 



CHAPTER I 

THE SABBATH LIGHTS 

Ori gins 

The cus tom of kindli ng l i ghts on the Sabbath was a 

well know instituti on in t he Tannaitic period . The 

Mish.nah presupposes it a.s an old a.nd undisputed practice 

and merely discusses some details , such a s what material s 

shoul d be u sed for the l aJtps . A.aong t he Gr eek and Roman 

people of t he fir s t Chris tian century it was known a s one 

of the ceremonies charact e r istic of t he Jewish observance 

of the Sabbath. Persius Flaccus , a Roman satirist , 

writing between 34 and 62 C.E. mentions i t . The Stoic 

philosopher Seneca (first century) r efer s t o it in a l e t t e r 

in which he wrote: '1The l amps on the Sabbath (lit by 

the Jews) should be prohibited , for the gods do not want 

light end men do not like smoke . " 1 Jos ephu s says : 

"For thers i s not any city of t he Grecians, nor R..nY of the 

barbarians , nor any nation whatsoever , «hither our cus t om 

of r esting on the seventh day hath no t come , and by which 

our fasts and lighti ng up l amp s and many of our prohi biti ons 

as to our food are net obs erved. " 2 

Besides the la.mp t ~at was used for ritual pur poses , 

other lamps were also lit on the Sabbath. On the Sa bbat h , 

a Jew could not a sk a non- ~Tew to light these lamps for h i in . 

4 
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This would constitute a minor prohibition, while l i ghting 

i t hi mself i s one of the thirty- nine categories of work 

forbidden on the Sabbath. But, i f a non-Jew had lit 

a lamp for his own use, a J ew could make use of its light . 3 

(M. Shabbat 16 : 8) 

The Shape of the SabMth La.mp 

The Mishna and Tosefta contain var ious regul ations 

for the lighting of a lamp . An oil l amp is assumed. 

There was some controversy as to the shape of t his lamp. 

Some authorities held t hat the lamp must consist of a 

s i ngle vessel. Thus, one could not pierce an egg she ll, 

f ill it up with oil and put it on the opening of the lamp 

so that t he oi l may drip i nto the l amp . This was not 

p~rmitted even if the lamp was made of ear.then-ware (clay) . 

But, if the potter had j oined the two parls , it was 

permitted because it was a ctuall y a s ingle vessel. 

(M. Shabbat 2 :4) Such a lamp must then have consist ed 

of a flattened spher e with a nozzle or spout at the side 

(which may have cont a i ned the wick) and a hole on top 

for pouring in the 011. 4 Thie v iew is supported by an 

account in the Toseft a . An egg shell was pierced, filled 

with oil and pl a ced over the opening of the lamp on the 

eve of t he Sabba th whe~ it mas dark (so that it would be 

fit ted and lit on Erev Shabbat) . Thi s was done in 

the presence of slders who did not object to the procedure. 

( Tos. Shabbat 2 :5) In a Baraitha, Rabbi Judah ~elates 
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his experiences whe n he spent the Sabbath in the upper 

chamber of one Hitzeh1 s house in Lydda. An egg shell 

was filled with oil, per forated and placed over the 

mouth of the lamp. Rabbi Tarfon and the elders were 

present but did nothing to stop this practice. (B. Shabbat 

29b)5 

A single vessel with an opening on the top and with 

a s pout or nozzle was probably the shape of the Sabbath 

lamp. One could not, however, fil l a bowl (or dish) 

with oil , place it beside the lamp and put the end of 

the wick in it s o that it may draw up 011 to the flame. 

(M. Shabbat 2:4) Albeck explains that the egg shell by 

its elf was cons ider&d a vessel. The Rabbis did not allow 

the use o! the egg shell because of the fear that one 

would unwittingly take oil f rom it . This would not ~e 

permiss ible because tt.e egg shell was cons idered rnuJq,eh. 

(See page 9) Further, this procedure would cause a 

diminishing of the oil in the lamp so that t he light 

would be extinguished before its normal tiJ:l.e . 6 We may 

note that all references in the M1shnah and Tosefta are 

to a s ingle Sabbath lamp. The cus tom of us ing two 

Sabbath lamps i s of much later origin. 

Time of Kindling t he Sabbath Lamps 

A Isar aitha records that s ix blasts were blown on 

the eve of the Sabbath: t he fi r s t for people to oease 

work in the fields , the s econd for the city and shops 
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to cease vork, the third for lights to be ki~dled. 

(B. Shabbat 35b)7 Sabbath lamps were lit atdusk 

when workers were just returning from the fields and 

merchants from the shops. If there was a doubt whether 

it was dusk or not, the lamps could not be lit. (M . 

Shabbat 2 :7) 

Materials for the Sabbath Lamp 

Explicit directions were given concerning the material 

for the wick and the kind of oil that was proper. Omcould 

not use cedar f iber, uncarded flax, raw sill:, or a wick 

of willow bast or nettle fiber, duckweed , pitch, wax, 

castor oil, defiled heave offering oil condemned to 

be burnt, fat from sheep' s tails or tallow. Bachum 

the Mede allowed the use of boiled tellow but the sages 

re jected his viewpoint. Whether tallow was boiled 

or not, it c ould not be used according to the sages . 

(M. Shabbat 2:1) Further, one could not kindle with 

whatever came f rom a tree, excepting f lax. 8 If a wick 

made from a piece of cloth was twisted but not s inged , 

R. Eliezer declared it susceptible to uncleanne ss and not 

to be used for lighting the Sabbath lamp . But R. Akiba 

held that it could b~ used s ince such a pi ece of clo~h 

was not suscepti ble to uncleanness . (M. Shabbet 2:3) 

This view seemsto be supported in a Toeefta passage 

where it i s held that one may light with a burnt wick 

but not with rags (lint). (Tos. Shabbat 2:1) 
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R. Ishmael prohibited the use of tar for kindling 

t he Sabbath lamps on aesthethic and humanitarian grounds , 

t hat is , out of respect to the Sabbat~ and because of 

t ar's disa greeabl e smell. But the sages permitted many 

varieties of oil: sessme oil, nat oil , fish oil , radish 

s eed oil, colocynth oil, tar and naphta . R. Tarfon, 

however, considered onl y olive oil as permi ssible . (M. 

Shabbat 2 :2) There seems to have been a s light di sagreement 

here between R. I shmael and R. Tarfon. But the normal 

practice wes to use that oil which was least offens ive 

i n smell and which was smokeless . On the other hand , 

a sweet- smelli ng oil was not permitted. R. Simeon b . 

Eleazer maintained in a Baraitha that basal.m resin could 

not be used in the lamp because of its fragrant smell 

a nd the fear l est one might benefit directly f rom it. 

This was hala kica lly f orbidden . (B. Shabbat 25b) Another 

Baraitha forbids the use of naphta and unclean tebel for 

the l amp . 9 (B. Sbabbat 26a) 

~.aterials for the wick and oi l s were pr ohibited for 

three reas ons : 

1 . It was ritually impure, 1.-~· , it could become unclean 

upon contact with a corpse . 

2 . Thos e materials which were offensive in smell or gave 

off an ugl y smoke wer~ avoided out of respect to the 

Sabbath. 

3. A f ragrant or sweet - s~elling oil was forbidden in 
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t hat one c ould benefit dir ectl y from i t . 

Uses of Sabbath Light 

There were certain l imitations placed upon the uses 

of the Sabbat h lamp . We mus t f irst explain the term 

mukzeh (.,1311 '·"' ) • The term mukz eh 11 ter ally means 

set asi de , that is , a lamp that i s mu.kzeh is not t o 

be used for or not to be handled on the Sabbath or Hol y 

Day dependi ng on the type of mukzeh . An old lamp was 

considered muk~eh becRuse of i t s physical repulsi veness. 

Such a lamp could not be moved on the Sabbath wher eas 

a new lamp might be moved. (M. Shabbat 3 :6 ) (Tos . Shabbat 

4 :13) But R. Si mon he l d that a ll lamps may be moved 

e xcept the l a.mp ~hat ls a lready lit on the Sabbath. (M . 

Shabbat 3 :6) (Tos . Shabba t 4 :13) In his commentary to 

this Mi sh.nah, Aloeck r eas ons that movement of a lamp 

tha t i s l it might Aecessitate adjus t ment of the wick 

which is forbidden on t he Sabbath . l o For the same 

r ea son r eading by t he light of t he Sabbath lamp was 

f orbidden. (M. Sh.abbat 1 : 3) It was fe l t that one mi ght 

adjus t th~ wicks or tilt t he lamr to improve the flow 

of oil. R. Ishmael supported t his view in a Tosefta passage, 

" I was r eadi ng b y lamplight and wanted to move it . I s a i d , 

Bow grea t were t he words of the sage s that they say one 

shoul d not read by l amplight on the eve of the Sabbath . " 

(Tos . Sb.abbat 1:13) Raban Shimon ben Ga.mliel, however , 

permitted children and their teachers to prepa r e the 
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Scriptural portion of the week by the light of the 

Sabbat h lamp. (Tos. Sh.e.bbat 1:12) 

As we have seen earlier, a vessel coul d not be pu~ 

under the Sabbath lamp to collect the oil which might 

drip out. But this was permi ssable if it were placed 

ther e bef or e dusk on Friday . This vessel coul d not 

be u sed on the Sabbath since 1t had not been prepared 

speci f ically to be used on the Sabbath. A vessel c ould 

be placed under the la.mp to col lect t he sparks . But 

wate r could not be placed i n this ves sel s ince it would 

extinquish the spar ks which was not a llowed on the Sabbath . 

(M. Shabbat 3 :6 ) The 011 which collec ted in the vessel 

and the vessel itself becaae mukzeh and cou.l d not be 

us ed on the Sabbath. 

The Sabbath l amp could be ext inguished onl y f or 

extreme r easons . The Sabbat h lamp could be extinguished 

for fee~ of non- Jews , r obbers , an evil spi r it, or t o 

enable a s ick person t o s l eep . But if the l amp was 

ext inglllshed to spare the lamp or save the 011 or 

pr eserve the wick , it was not permitted .12 (M. Shabbat 2 :5) 

However , a l amp could be covered with a bowl to prevent 

it from burning a rafter . {M. Shabbat 16 :7) ?inal ly, 

t he lamp co~ld not be l eft on the ground because it was 

believed that it disturbed the dead . (Tos . Shabbat 6 (7 ) :2) 

However the Rabbis ruled against s uch A.morite cus t oms 

connected wit h the (Sabbath) lights , 
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Role of Woaen 

Women pl ayed a major role i n l ighting the Sabbath l amp . 

Al though t he master of t he house was r es pons i ble f or seeing 

t hat a l l preparations f or t he ~abbath wer e accor ding t o 

t he halakah, t he ultimate respons ibility :for lighting t he 

lamp f ell upon t he housewife . (M. Shabba t 2 :7) The Rabbi s 

s tressed the importance of thi s mizvah which i s one of 

t hr ee givan t o women, the other two being t he laws of 

mens t ruati on and ohallah . The merits of the s e laws would 

be r emembered t o wcmen in t he critical moment of giving 

birth t o a child s o that they would have an easy deliver y.13 

Thos e who negl ected t h i s duty were in danger of being 

pun1eh ed 1,ith deat h a t childbirth . (M. Shabbat 2 : 6 ) 

No reas on i s given f or the rol e given t o women 

in uhe light ing of Sa bba t h l amps .14 The Mishnah does 

not r eoord auJ blessi ngs which are to be Tecited when 

kindling t he Sa bba th la.mp . Possibly , the woman' s r espons i­

billt1 of l ighting t he lamps was to give her an impor tant 

role i n the Sabbath home cere•onies. The s tringency of 

t his commandllent possibly helped much t o 1nsu:re t he 

observance of thi s ceremony. For, people do not court 

danger, expecia ll.y when t ~e c eremony in itself is easily 

perf ormed.15 



Clli_PTER II 

RAVDALA.B LIGHT 

Light of Idolaters and Light Used to Honor the Dead 

Li ght played an importa.nt part in the Havdalah 

ceremony . A lamp that was used by idolaters was con­

sidered unacceptable as was a lamp that was lit in honor 

of t he dead. 16 (M. Berakhot 8 :6) On the general halakic 

principle that no benefit may be derived froa any 

materials used for idolatry , a laap used by idolaters 

was prohibited. (M. Berakhot 8 :6) This referred to any 

lamp that idolaters posse saed or placed in front of tneir 

idols. 

Uns of Haydalah Liv.ht 

A blessing could not be r ecited over a lamp until 

one could make use of its light. (M. Berakhot 8:6) 

This has been interpreted by some authorities to mean 

that only vhen the flame vas so large and clear that one 

could enjoy its use or recognize the design on a coin should 

a blessing be recited. 17 A Tosefta passage suppor t s this 

point of view. If a person had a lamp hidden in his pocket 

or within a lantern, he could not recite the blessing until 

he sa~ the flame and made use of its light . If he sav the 

! l ame and did not use its light or if he used the light 

12 
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and did not aee t he flame directl y, he could not say 

the blessing. (Tos. Beranot 6:9) One had to see and us e 

the light in order to meet the requirements for reciting the 

bles sing over the light. 

On the basis of this hala.kic principle, later 

authorities l.Ds tituted the custom o! looking at the finger­

nails at the Havdalah eeremony.18 Although this custom 

see:m_s to be illlpl1ed in Tannaitic halakah, it is not 

s pecifically mentioned. Whether it was the custom to 

look at the fingernails or pal.as or use the Havdalah 

light fer reading is a aatter of conjecture. 

Havgalah Bless ings 

The Schools of Hill~l and Sh.am.ma i differed as to 

t he blessi ng t o be r ecited over the Havftalah l ight. The 

School of Sb.amm.a i mainta ined that the bles s ing was a s f ollows: 

.....P_,/(_'"J -.,Jt,v /-, 1J.,,_ ~p,"6-") ft-' IJ •~1J;(_ 1 .:>) .,,v,/c j"I);_) 

Bl essed a r t Thou O Lord our God, King of t he Univer s e 

who created the light of fire . The School of Hille l offered 

the f ollowing version: _..o.Pi--r-~ ff,J /J ..,)J/c ',> ..->'" >/c /''',-:, 

•..P. I ..,, ' 11/41'1 t J , r :> Blessed art Th ou O Lord our God, King 

of the Universe, creator of the lights of fire. (M. Berakhot 

8 :5) Th e latter blessing was accept ed a s t he officia l 

benediction. The School of Shammai 1 s benediction, "who 

cr eated the l ight of fir e " r efer s t o the crea tion -0f l i ght 

in t he pa st t ense, pr obabl y t o light in the creation of the 

Universe.19 Als o, the bl ess ing r e f e r s t o 11 -=> , the power 
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of the flame and thus 71,.tri in the singular i s used. 20 

Now the School of Hillel ' s benediction, "creator of the 

lights of fire, 11 implies both past and future.21 It 

refers to creation of the lights of fir e as an ongoing 

pro~ess, that is. God the Creator of these lights renews 

continually the many ki.nds of lights that come f rom fire. 22 

For this reason Hillel' s blessing was probably more 

acceptable . 

It is also possible that on the basis of H1llel 1 s 

blessing two different kinda of lamps were us ed f or the 

Havdalah blessing. Such a lamp could have been s imilar 

to the one used on a Sestivel where a wick is placed 

with its ends in ~wo separate lamps . The middle of 

the wick was lit and two lamps were thus formed . (M. 

~ezab 4 :4 ) 

According to the Mishnah, the School s of Hillel and 

Shammai did not differ as to the position of the blessing 

over l ight within the Havdalah ceremony. The blessing 

over the light was recited f irst. Thus a ccording to 

Shammal, if one dines at dusk at t he conclusion of the 

Sabbath and wants to r ecite t he , .J ,,.:: , the 

grace after meals and also recite the Havdalah bless ings 

over the s ame cup of wine, he f1=st blesses over the 

lamp whoee light he had enjoyed and ove r whict he had 

recited the appropriate blessings . A.fter this he recites 

the grace after &eals , then tbe bless ing over the s pices 



15 

and f inally the Havdala.b. blessing . Thus the order of 

bl essings a ccording to Sh.a.llmai vere a s f ollows : 

1. ')J ' Light 

2 . /' J~ , Grace after Meal s 

3 . 

4. 
(' 

✓-, J , ,) , Ha vdalah. 

In the Tosefta , we have a slightly differ ent a ccount 

of the order of the bless i ngs. Itabbi. ' Judah hel d that the 

'>chool s of Hil lel and Sba.mma1 were not divi ded as to .._/'\ ~ ;,,-:, 

/1j1J~) , the gr a ce after meals which was a t the begilm1ng 

of the cer emony and the Ha.vdalah blessing vhich was at the 

end . But they differ ed aa to ths posit ion of the bles sings 

over l i ght and spices . !he School of Sbammai claimed th.at 

the order was f irst t he blessing over the light and then 

spices . The School of Hillel r eversed this or der and c laimed 

t h.e.t first one blessed the spices and then the light. (Tos . 

Ber aJchot 6 :6) 

Thus a ccording to the Tosefta, the School of Sbaulai 

conaider ed the order of bless ings to be as follows : 

1. I I.> r,I ' Grace after Keala 3 . ) J Light 

4 . 
') 

J) o ~ > ,") , Havda lah. 

The order according to t he School of Hille! was as follows : 

1. I I~'" t Gr ace af t er Meals 3. /;;) ,,; --l."' ' Spices 

2 . )..J t Light 4 . _.,J\,, ,) ' Havdalah . 

This order of blessing was a ccepted by l a t er authorit~es 

a s the order o1 the Havdalah ceremony . In any event, whether 

the Sch ool of Hi llel or School of Shamma.i was the accepted 

v iewpoint , the blessing over l i ght was r eci t ed after the meal 

and upon completion of the r ecitati on of the gr a ce aft er meal. s .23 



OBAP!ER III 

lJ,A.NUXXA.H LIGHTS 

The Peetiyal of Light 

The kindli ng of lights is an i.ll.portant part of 

the ritual :for t he eight nigh.ts of fJ.anukka.h. The 

fest i val itself was ins tit uted in the yea r 165 B.o.E. 

by Judas Maccabaeue "and his brcthers and a ll the assembly 

of Isr ael," who determined that every 7ear at that seasan, 

the days of the dedi cation of the altar should be observed 

w1 th gladness and j oy for ei ght days, beginning with 

the tve~ty-ti!th day of the month of K.islev. " (I Mace. 

4 :59) 

The nat\tre of the festival changed i n later generations . 

In the Tann.a!tic pe~1od there is good reas on to believe 

t hat the .festival was call ed "tb.e festiva::i of ligllts". 

Josephus claimed that in his t ime .l}anukkab was called 

"Lights", a name doubtlessly given to it because o.f t he 

1llu.m1n.a.tion of houses vh1ch was a characteris tic feature 

of t he celebration.24 ( Josephus , Antt. xii . 7,7) 

Origin of Rallukka.b Lamps 

A Baraitha attributes the origins of the i nstitut ion 

of {laDnt:Jrah lights to a miracle . The Rabbis claimed tha~ 

the festival eomaenced on tne twenty- f i!t.h day of the 

16 
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month of Kislev. The festival was to be celebrated 

for e1ght dais during which time mourning for the 

dea d and fasting were prohibited. The Rabbis believed 

that when the Greeks entered the Telllple, they defiled 

all the oils therein. When t he Hasmonean dynas ty 

pr evailed against and defeated thea, they s earched 

the Temple and found only one cruse of oil which bore 

the seal of the High Pries t. This crus e contained oil 

su..ff1c1ent for one day ' s lighting. Yet m1.racu1ous lr they 

lit the lamps 'With it for eight days . ll'or this r eason 

the Rabbi s commeaorate d these days a s a fe s tival . The 

recit~l of Bal lel and Rodaah va.s made part of the festi val. 

(Psalms 113- 118 ) (B. Shabbat 21b) 

It mus t be noticed that tb.e emphasis 1.1p on 11ght 

was not char acteristic of the celebration of ~nukkah 

by the Maccabees . It is probable t hat the Rabbi s of the 

Tannaitic period adapted the familiar cus tom of lighting 

candles or kindling f ires a t the winter sols tice a s 

a means of r eluming the deca dent sun. 25 Dr. Julian 

Mor gen s t ern traces the origins of .ijanukkah light back 

to~ pa gan fes tival of either the autumn equinox or the 

winter s olstice , both of which were marked by illWllin.a.tions 

con.sisti ng of lights or fires.26 !ht! Rabbis Judaized. 

this cus tom and g~ve a new symbolic aeaning to the lights . 

These light s represented tAe Templ e Menorah which Judah 

Maccabaeus and his followers had rekindled. What originally 
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symbolized the mere physical regeneratton of the sun, 

or of nature , from year to year was transformed into 

a symbol of revival on the spiritual plane . The lights 

wer e s,mbol1c of the light which burned in the Temple.27 

It symbolized the s truggle within man for religious 

freedom and survival . The real miracle i s that the light i s 

never extingu.ished. 28 

Dumber of Ligllts Kindled 
Every household was required to light a. i8,tmkkah 

lamp on every one of the eight Dights of the festival. 

The zealous would kindle a light for each member of his 

household. (B. Shabbat 2lb) 

The Schools of Sbemmai and Hillel were divided as 

to ~he nUlllber of lights lit on the eight nights of the 

festival . !he Sc.110Gl of Shammai maintained that 011 the 

f irs t day eight lamps should be lit and then gredually 

reduced b1 ona each day . The School of Hill e l claimed 

that on the first day one lamp should be lit and then 

progressivel y increased by one each day. (~. Shabbat 21b) 

Some Legal Aspects of ija.nukk:B-b Lights 

The P.abbis looked upon the institution of k.1.ndling 

lamps on ~anuklra.h with great pride a.ad j ay . They held 

that it ,ras a mizvah t o :p l a c~ the ~nukkah lamp by-

the door of one ' s house on the outs ide. {B. Shs.bbat 21b) 

Rssh1, in his c<:1mmentar y to this Ba.raita passage claimed 
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t hat thi s was done to adverti se the miracle of the light 

of ~ukka.h. At times. the houses di d not open directly 

on t o t h e street , but into a courtyard. The lamps wer e 

then placed in the courtyards jus t outs1de the houses. 

Those who lived on the upper floors had to place 

t heir lamps at the window neares t the atreet. Onl y in 

times of danger, in the event of religious persecution, 

eould t he lamps be placed on a table. (B. Shabbat 21b) 

This public display of }janukkah light s rais ed s ome 

halakic problems . Under normal conditions, i f a spark 

flew from under the hGmner a nd did damage, the blacksmith 

was liable . Now, i f a ca~el laden with f l ax passed along 

a public s treet, and its load of f l ax intruded into the 

stor ekeeper' s lamp , thus setting fire t o the building, 

the owne r of the camel was liable. If the storekeeper 

ilad set his light outside , the s torekeeper was considered 

liable. Rabb~ Judah olaimed that i f a ~llkkah light 

which when placed outside by a stor ekeeper set fire 

to t he flax loade d upon a passing eamel, the s torekeeper 

was exempt a nd did not have to pay damage s . (M. Bava 

Qamma 6:6, B. Shabbat 21b} Since it was a mizvah to . 
place JJ.s,nukkah lamps outdoors , the responsibility lay with 

the camel driver to wat ch his overburdened 1~ads of flax. 

In their commentar ies to this Mishnah , Maimonides a nd 

Bert1noro claimed that R. Ju.dah ' s opinion -was not the 

accepted ha.la.kE.h . However, t h ~ir opi nions were based 
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upon the legal discus sions which are found i n the 

Gemara. It is very possible that in the Tanna1t1c period, 

R. Judah ' s authority was respected and instituted into 

the halalrah. 



OHAI>TER I V 

FESTIVAL LIGBTS 

O;cigins 

As on the Sabbath, a lamp was a l so lit on the eve 

of each of the festival s . 29 These lamps could not be lit 

on the day of the festival s . But, even though l amps 

could not be kindled on the festival, a fire could be 

made on the ground or on a .memorah, whether to warm 

oneself against it or whether to use its light. The 

stricture against kindling lamps was enacted only with 

reference to making wicks for lamps. (Tos. Shabbat 2:2) 

Now all the s trictures th.at apply to a Sabbath la.mp appl7 

likewise to the festival lamp. (Toa. Sba.bbat 2 :1) Thus, 

one could not hollow out a piece of clay to serve ~s a 

18.llp for one would thereby make a vessel. But a -~ck 

could be placed on two separate lamps. The middle of the 

vick was lit and two lamps were thus f orm.ed. 30 (M. Beiah 4:4) 

Rosh Rodesh 

On the eve of Rosh ijooesh, flares were lit on the top 

of high hills in order to announce the New Moon. This 

was done in. order to comm uni ca te the news to those Jews 

l(ho lived in Babylonia. (M. Rosh Hashanah 2:2) 

There was a certain procedure for lighting these flares. 

21 
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Men would bring long poles of cedar wood and rushes , 

pine wood and tow flax . A man was a ppointed to take 

thes e poles which were tied together wi th rope. He went 

up to the top of a hill and set the poles on f ire, waTerl 

them to and fro, aoved them up and down until he saw his 

a s s ociate doing likewis e on the top of the next hill and 

a.lso s imilarly on the top of the third hill. (M. Rosh 

Hasha?Ulh 2 : 3 ) This relay of signals continued from 

hill to hill until the flare s were visible in Babylonia. 

The start1:,.g p 1Jj_nt f or thes e s ignals was the Mount 

of Olives in J'erusalem. Then to Sartaba, a hill about 

t went y- seven miles north east of Jerusal em. From Sartaba 

the s ignals oont1llued on to Agrippina near Oaesar ea 

P'A111p1. Then f rom Agrippina to Rauran in Trans- J ordan 

and then to Beth Baltin, a mountain peak between Syria 

and Me::;opotamia. '?hey cJ.1d. not ge beyond Beth Bal tin. 

Here the flare was waved to and fro and up and down u.ntil 

a man could see all of the diaspora before him like a 

sea of f ire. (M . Rosh Hashe.nah 2:4) From Beth Balt1n on, 

people lit torches or flares on the rooftops of their homes . 

This r elay ,ra.s cont inued from hous e to ho~s e and from 

city to city , until the inhabitant s of Babylonia saw 

these f lares and got the message that Rosh ~odesh had 

been decl a r ed by the authoritiea in Jerusalem. 

I ngenious a s this meth od of co:m.mu.nica t1on might s eea, 

it pr oved unsuccessf ul . Towards the end of the Second 
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Centurr c .E • • in the time of R. J udah Ranasi the Suaritains 

or other Sectarians upset the entire communication system. 

In order to mislead the Jevs, they lit flares at t h e wrong 

times. They did this out o! a sense of revenge in that 

they wer e excluded f rom the Jewish commWlity and treated 

its aliens . Uter this 11ajor upset of their mas ter plan, 

the Rabbis enacted that messengers should be s ent on f oot 

to announce the New Moon. (K. Rosh Hashanah 2:2) 

Passover 

On the night preceeding the fourteenth day of Nisan , 

one must search for leaven by t h e light of a la.mp. This 

was done s o that all leaven could be eliainated or bu.med 

in order to prepare for Passov~r. (M. Pesahim 1:1) . 
Lamplight was preferred to su,nl1ght or moonlight 

on h.alakic grounds and not becaus e of the qualit y of its 

i llwa.1nat1on. Even though the light of a lamp was not 

a s bright as the s unlight or moonlight, it was nevertheless 

ae sthetically pl ea sing . Furthermore , this s earch for 

leaven by lamplight waa considered a symbolic act ! or 

the entire c e:remony of ~"' f1 ../'11) ,:;,- , the s earch for 

the leaven. (Toa. Pesalµm l :l) 

According to R. Judah, this search could continue 

all t-hr.ough the festival period. That i s , t h e sea rch 

vh1ch had be~ on the night preceedin~ the fourteenth 

of N1san could be resumed or started on the morning o! 

the f ourteenth or &t the t iJlle vhen ~he leaven had to be 
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burned. However, the sages maintained that 1! one bad not 

s earched during the night preceed1ng the fourteenth o! 

Hisan he could do s o on the morning of the fourteenth. In 

the event tha~ he had not searched on the fourteenth, he 

could do so during the fest1Tal period. Whatever leaTen 

he would leaTe over, he had to put away 1n a hidden place 

•o that it would not nece~sitate another search. (M . 

Pes~ 1:3) This Mishnah passage indicates that there 

was no s tricture against the lighting of lamps during 

the intermediary days of the Pass over fe stiTal. Such 

lamp s were probabl1 used for searching leaven throughout 

the festival period. 

Sut;hith 

On the 111ght of the first day of the festival, there 

was a great illuain.ation in the Temple. Tall candele.bras 

were set up in the Court of the Vo~en. Each one had four 

golden bowls on its top and each bad four ladder s . Four 

young priests mounted the ladders and poured jar s of oil 

into the hugh bowls . (M. Sukkah 5 :2) The worn out drawers 

and girdles of the priests wer e used f or the wicks which 

were set alight. The light was s o br i ght t hat 1t 111Wll1nated 

every courtyard in J erusalem. (M. Sukkab 5:3) 

As -par t. of the fes ttv1t1es of the Libation Well 

Ceremony, pious men and men of .:-eno'll-u used to dance w1. ~h 

~lam.1ng torches in the1r hands, s ingilig s ongs a nd praises . 

(M. Sukkah 5 :4) Ra.ban Shimon ben Ga.mlie l 1s reported to 
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have been quite an expert torch-dancer. So skillful vas 

he, that he danced with e i ght fluing torches and not one 

of them touched the groun.d when he prostreted himself, 

touched his f1ngerato the payeaent, bent down, kissed 

it a nd 111111edia~ely leaped up . 31 (Tos. Sukk:ah 4:4) 

Day of Atone•ent 

Where the ous toa was to kindle light on t h e eve of 

the Day of Atonement, they were permitted to do s o. But, 

wher e the custom did not exist, 1t was not ins tituted . 

(M. Pes~ 4 :4 ) fhe 11gllt1ag of lamps was dis couraged 

on t he eve of the Day of Atonement to prevent sexual 

desire and also s exual intercours e, which was prohibited 

on ~he Day of Atoneaent ( see Yoma 8 :1). Bertinoro 

commented that while a lamp remainai 11 t , sexual inter­

cour se ifasdi scouraged s1noe sexual intercours e by lamplight 

WE prohi b1 t ed. 

But. 11gh·t s vere kindled in the synagogues , the 

h ouses of study , in the dark alleys a nd for the sick. 

(M. Pesa.}µm 4 :4) Bertinoro sugges ted t hat iu these places 

of worship and s tudy there was no danger of men and wome~ 

being alone with each other and so no danger -that the 

1lluminatian would l ead to sexual 1ntercoursa . 

- -.. 



il>PE!IDIX 

SOURCE MATERIAL QUOTED IN THE '?EXT 

One 1/JB.Y g1 ve evidence by t,he light of a lamp or by the 

l ight of the moon. (M . Yevamoth 16:6) (See page 
() 0 0 , ... () 
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If a non-Jew lit a la.mp , a Jew aay aake u se o! the light, 

but if (it iras l it) for the sake of t he Jew, it 1s 

16:8) (See page 5 ) forbidden. (M . Shabbat 
) 
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One may not pier ce an egg shell , f ill 1t up with oil and 

put 1 t over t he opening of the lamp s o tba·t the oil :aay 

drip therein, and even 1! it were made of earthenwar e . 

But R. Judah permits it. But , if the potter had joined it 

at fi r st, tt is permitted bec&use i t is a s ~ngl e vessel. 

{M. Shabbat 2 :4) (See page 5 ) 
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They pierced an egg shell and filled it with oil and put 

it over the ope~1ng of the l&11p on Sabbath ~ ·e at dusk, 

s o that 1~ would be titted and lit on Sabbath Eve. Now, 

t here vere elders (present) and not one of them said 

anything. (Toa. Shabbat 2:5) (See page 5) 
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lt was taught in a Baraitha, R. Judah said: "We were once 

spending the Sabbath in the upper chamber of litzeh' s 

house 1~ Lydda, wheu an egg shell was brought, Derforated 

s.nd placed over the <!>pening of the l amp. lfow, al though 

R. Tarfon a nd the elde rs were present, they said noth1ng 

to us . 11 ( B. Sha.bba t 29b) ( See -page 6 ) 
r 
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One may not f ill a bowl with oil, pla~e it bes ide the 

lamp a.nd put the top of t he wick in so t hat it may 

absorb; b~t R. J udah pera!ts it. (H . Snabbat 2:4) 

(See page 6) 
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Our Rabbis taught 1n a vell known Bara1tha. : S1x: blasts 

were blown on the eve of the Sabbath. The first f or people 

to cease work in t he field s , the seccnd for the city 

and shops to cease work, the third for lights to be kindled. 

That is R. Nathan' s view. R. Judah the Nasi said : "The 

t hird is for tefillin to be r emoved." (B. Shabbat 35b) 

(See page 7) 
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If there be a doubt whether it i s dark or not, they must 
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With w'nat zuay one light and with what m.ay one not light? 

One may not light with cedar f iber or with uncarded flax, 

or raw silk, or willow bast, or nettle fiber, or duckweed, 

or pitch , or wax, or cas tor oil , defiled heave offering oil 

condemned to be burnt, or fat from sheep 's tails , or tal l ow. 

Nachum the Mede says one may kindle with boiled t allov. 

But t he sages sa y whether it b.as been boiled or not, one 
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may not light with it. (M. Shabbat 2 :1) (See page 7) 
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One may not k indle with whatever eomes from a tree, 

excepting f lax, and nothing that comes from a tree can 

contact pollution, except flax. If a wick made from 

~ piece of cloth was twisted but not singed, R. Eliezer 

says it is sus ceptible to uncleanness and one does not 

light -'1th it . But R. Akiba says that it i s c lean and one 

may light w!th it. (M. Shs.bbat 2:3) (See page 7) 
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One ma t light w1 th a burnt wick, but not with rags ( 11~t ) . 

(Toa. Shabbat 2 :1) (See page 7) 
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R. Ishllael says t!lat one may not light rl th tar out of 

respect to the Sa bbath. But the s a aes permtt all kinds 

of oil: sesame oil, nut oil, radish seed oil, fish oil, 

colocynth oil, tar ~nd naptha . R. Tarfon sa ys that one 

-
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may light wit h olive oil only . (M. Sbabbat 2 :2) (See 

page 8 

It was taught in a Ba.r aitha : R. Si meon b . Eleaze r s ays; 

''Since 1 t s sae:t:l is fragrant, there 1s need of a preTent1-

t1ve measure, lest one drs.v s upplies from it. N (B. Sh.abbat 

25b) ( See page 8) 
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Our Rabbi s taught 1n a well know Ba.raitha: One must ~ot 

kindle with unclean te bel. SiJD.ila.rly , one mus t not 

kindle with whi~e naphta. (E. Shabbat 26a) (see page 8 ) 
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Our Rabbis taught in a well knoYll Ba.-ra.itb.a: All that which 

they ruled th.at one must not light with on the Sabbath, 

yet a f ire may be made of t hem, both f or warming onesel f 

and for u sing i t s light, whether on t he ground or on 

t~e stove . Now ,they only prohibited making a wick f or 

the lamp. (B. Sb.a.bbat 21a ) (See page 45 , f ootncte 9) 
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One may move a new lamp, but not an ol d one. R. Si•on 

says, "One may move all lamps, except the lamp that i s 

already 11t , on t he (See page 9) 
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One may move a new lalJlp , but not an old one. R. Meir 

sa ys , "One •av move a ll 1&11])s except the la.llp that was 

lit that Sabbath . " R. Simon sa ys , "Oac: ,.,.y mcrre all 

laaps , except -the l&Jlp that is 11t on the Sabbath .• 

(Tos . Snabbat 4 :13) ( See page 9) 
18 . I.:; j: .. /'i,.)_r_ /t..J)ry01.r>) )~;,, 71µ:f ),Jt)· ;c-/ 

'-

One shoul d not r ead by la.mpli ght. (Tos . Shabbat 1:3) 

(See pa.ge 9) 
r o 
ct, ;,!c /',, /' t,,, j ,>1 
(), •·· - I 9.) I )J './) I'. ) .,-:, j'J ? 

)J >"' ;If () (f7IJ1 (IL 
r, , / ~ ,, JJ //)/../1.;i 

(/;JI / ./) ~;;..,. j ,""l y .---.1.J)) )J ::,1 

One does not read by l am~light • •• Raban Shimon beD Ga•l1el 

says , "Children and their t eacher ~ y orepare their scriptural 

l essons b1 Laa.plight." (Toa. Shclb'bl'-t 1:12 ) (See page 10) 
V & I 

20 • '_/) ? /) i'' 1 / ,'· 1// c ~f) / ) ' fl/J(c ,,() -6 :;> "trl•~' ' ),,.I/:, 

r' 7 ' 1/c /' ;i _12, 

/ J\ ,:)'"\ 1 .r, .) 7 J-.1 

, ) ,::> ~ ~/:) I } I ~d 

f'l ,::>...,_ ,f:\/ 
',/'I ,N'/c. / ..J) I (:;,:,) 1"11, 

-
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{ d / /c. '11r1..J:l. 

R. Ishm&el said., 111 was once r ea.ding by lamplight and 

wanted to move it. I said , hov great wer e the words 

of the sage s that they say , ~ne does not r ead on the 

eve of the Sabbath by lamplight." (Tos . Shabbat 1 :13) 

(See page 9) 

21. 1.1ft.1 P1t, /''~~ J)/l ,~ tt,1,l)J::,") Jl/).J1 ,tG t,'Jl/J ;11-
I"' IJ1fr.-.., '!:))f l:!,N.N / ' JIil, 'J / /r / )J\ 1/✓ _ _/;)fl -ijt--d>~r1 

n ' \· ,) /ti J)JJ,3 '... ,. '.\ j'lr /..J >J J'ol).,/) '/•_? / '..JJ) tJ j->1 r1,-:> 

( 1 C .J),) .h ... ~ ...... "') :;,') :,_;,./ / 1:/).,P., J~),i'/ _,/)•/J j .:>/J) f ;,j), 
One •us t not put a vessel under the 18.lllp to collect 

the oil, but if it were pl a ced there while i t was yet day , 

it i s permitted . Bat one must not us e it, since it i s 

something which bad not been prepared for that purpose . 

One may set a vessel Wlder the la.mp to collect the sparks, 

but 01.1.~ may not put water in it since one would be 

ext1nqu1shing (the sparks ). (M. Shabbat 3:6) (See pa ge 10) 

22 ' :, , , { ',1;, A/ Ir: 1 '-f),,./ /t 1 ~- • J ')fl )., >J f)/c ;)/> -:>/'15) • :> r 
(. , ,>.~ ;) /.)~ , ;'i,'._'i ~ f) / ) 'J ;\ ,, /) le -:,J .. ::> 1J 

') 

.. ,., n ) / N ;._ :-. a o O f) .:::> ).,J -0 rf ~ '":> ,") =:l / I ·~ rv 

/), ,--::t .::>t 0 

('1 

/..s?..''--'I- .:,)_'/ /) _:,") 
i l~ ! 'J).J, ,.,-.. ,. C-

If one extinquishes the l amp for fear of non-Jews, robbers , 

because of. an evil spirit or to en.able a s ick pe~son to 

s l eep, he 1s exempt . But if his i ntention was t o s par~ 

the lamp or t o s ave the oil, or to preserve the wick , he 

1s guilty . (M. Shabbat 2 :5) (See page 10) 

-



p 
Ji.J;;°'> r)6 .,tf ..:>">1~p 1,.-;;,:;,.. 

IJ~ I I(:) ;1 . 0~ J),K 13 l~/ 

{J 3 6 vi /J.J{_,, 

One 11&y cover a lamp with a boyl s o that it ehall not 

catch a bea■ , a.nd ever exerem_en.t to protect a child , 

and over a scorpion that it shall not s ting . (M. Shabbat 

16:7) (See page 10) 

24. _/-)'Jl rl J) I '? '6 6 .3 '.x.. , 9 :::> 'i,),,.,-> J~ ).J I;) '.JSJ te; 
! ,") ( ,) j vi i)..P.... /. ...fl cKJ / ..J) ) .... 

One must not leave a laap on the grOUD.d so t hat 1t disturbs 

the dead. (Tos . Shabba t 7(6):2) (See page 10 ) 

25. ;n✓ 1.r,•,:; /1 .. n,) 

I jl t' ~ .,) /.) J\ ,::, ) ef 
I • 

J 
) ,11 c O ~ /c f ' ) .3 _/J, .., ;> ij 

_/).f\ //4.,--6' ./"")::>I ✓- n _,.-0 tf 

,· _j ,::i ✓1 ~ .;,)J ........ fi') /Jp':> v') /4-

Thr ee t h ings a ■an aust sti.y withl.11 his house on Sabbati... 

Eve at du sk: have you t ithed? have yo~ prepared the 

.w.J?.f _ kindle the l&ap ! (M. Shabbat 2:7) (See page 11) 

26. t-{ ;,n~,/ .Jl,r--<- 1:J .Jil-.r,1j p~ J)1 1•,~'15 ~J~- J;. 

For three t~nsgr essions do women die in childbirth: 

because t h ey have not been heedful of the l~ws of 

menstruation. in t he s eparati on of the dough and in the 

kindling o~ the l a.ip . (M. Shabbat 2:6) (See page 11) 

27 . ,P 1:;, -o h_ .J> rl ,l_ ,::i ;cf ;,cf, )J :,) hf ft; /' .Y) i~ /I ;0:-
) ,) I I C1 (} /u, )JJI (1'6 ;c n _/i)•J)r• rJ..i. fi'N..J(,IJ_,) r1r< )-c1 )JD o-zr ,,i.-t, 

. r •) 
L' n "',::,,~ :iVJL,JJfa ',:J.;) 1 :::i o/~'-6 '1.'·01t ' J111 t1.s.. ./J tv-'-f:l.;:,---::> ..r., 
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One may not say a blessing over the light or spices of 

idolater s , or over t he light "r spices used i n honor of 

the dead, or over the light or spices of idol s . (M. 

Berakhot 8 :6) (See pa ge 12) 

28 . .7') J:;.. r/J /, 1 /v f /-JI I I r.JJ- j-6 JJ ;,") i~ 11--:">')p ,✓ /1/c,, 
( I rl ./) I ::;J -'r-' ..... 

One must not recite the blessing over light until one 

can make use of its light. (M. Berakhot 8 :6) {See page 12) 

29. ,fl j:: ?Jr{ I.., --:JJ ,J:<i:>0 1,..['l,"J li-C lj>'f"lr' I /N(t) /✓ ,J )~',) 
£) •) p 

-;'JJ 1 ) )'/(I i'>) I /CtJ .Jt- (') .J).,.J.. r' >J 7, ft ( :Z rl JI .i...-1 /.J ',(!;, JI r-:J:,) 6..Ic, n 

...r,, :>1 t j -, jc ;) • ✓- ~ -t >, · l.r /, :::, 1 7),./ j'Jc 'VI ;:> ,1 c.~ » v1 ...t 

( & I -.ri, .>"J ;;) /e .!' ·z>:, I [\) I") ,jt ;> _.i_ ,.., ,/"l_A, rJ I J\ iJ :,') {.?.s,__,-, 

If he had e. l a:ap hidden in his pocket or within a lantern., 

if he sees t he fl.a.me and does not use its light, or 1! 

b.e uses the light and tloes not s ee t he flaae, he do\\l.5 

not bless it UJ1til he sees th.e flwae and uses its l ight . 

(Tos. Berakhot 6 :9) (See page 13 ) 

30 . JI .)/ •/ l?:; ,-:, j) / _.,-:, I (V ~ , .;> I I I j;J I ) J _.,/), 71✓ .-_,t. 1/Crl~ J) ',-> 
) 

/) •,,11/( 1A ,11s_ s{'t' ;::, :,> t J -,, 1 /I::; ti 1 .,,)J , ,,1 ~-.z. ,::, I J.J ./) 11 ,-,1 'ti:- c°c~, 
/11/("~ /11r1 )J 1 -,1✓ 1/r )ii"'> ..[\'~' -"~Kj) )/tf 1 ,1 /<-,~ 

( ~") r) ._/'ii:::,~;~ .>) ✓-!.. ,r.1) -i?....,,E-.j) 

The School of Sb.nmma1 says , "Light and Grace after Meals 

and Spiees and Ravdalah." But the School of Hillel sa ys , 

"Light and Spices and Grace a f ter Meals and Havda lah. 11 

Th e School of Shammai sa ys , 11Wb.o creat ed the light of fire.
11 

But th.e School of Hill el says, 11 Creator of the lights of 
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f1re . " 

31 . 

(M. Berakhot 8 :5) (See page 13) 
•i~ .,,).JL r:i /cl.J)--l, 'J,j),; )J.,, •J>ft 

J ') 
;:, ") fl'.]~ _. _,,J (I. J1:,) ,;,) 

//I I 

;>)JJ.--1 /) J) I J J 

One must not open eut f or a l&11p because he thereby 

makes a vessel. One must not make charcoal on a 

fe s tival , nor Jl.&Y one out a w1ck into two. R. Judah 

says , "One may sever 1t with a f lame t o f ora tvo lights ." 

(M. Bezah 4 :4) (See page 14) 
0 

32. ;,~~1,, .)");:;,),-:, I<- ;,·p, -.e.·~'? /(JCn .. J 1J .:;)31>)''7 7/11~ 
.., C O -P D O O ~· I? 110.J J> r1 .. -v I f, :> i)..,._ :;;'Jd ::in t--t, ->) /'I /)iJ..J<.. 

:-;• i> I , -.,1 ,) le p, 1 1" 11< & , r'--- /l' r,1__,,__,');°) ~1 )IJ:.;v.$:> 

,JI" J ::::> 
( ,,, 

L , I 

R. Judah said, "The School of Sha.m.aai and the School ~f 

Rillel were not divided over the Grace aft er Meals which 

was at the beginning and the Havdalah which was et the 

end. But over what were they divided? Over the light 

and over the spices. For the School of Sba.mma1 says, 

bless ing over t he light and then spices . But the School 

of Hill el says , bless i ng over spices and then the bless ing 

over light." (Tos . Berakhot 6 :6) (See page 13) 
(> 

33. f'J1JJ'i ' ')/,1),) t.l I c.lc:,.;;,:i ~')";~;, 1 11J'1 ➔ .,"):>/..Jr, '.,l . .,/ 

') Jt>>P ~r\1.J:,_ri;')J i ')1 /l~;J ~5JOrl:f ,/4?,;; /'J'fa 
_·:;.~,u.. /'',,J...L,J <.'~ J/f,-lf:. ,• ::,,..,_,f /)•J//' /'::,.J=>.J-<-~ 
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fr,fo //J rJ /(0/ / 11 o/ :> .P · n.$.J I 'jc.J 1rJ ...- J> -./'I I f) vi 1->v ~ ;-:> Ji)d .. ~:;,, 

>1•,"') 1, J, t./c /:P:J J~ 1/J/f)rJ {).JttJ J) 1>1-"~ /fl.iL t . ..Jnp / v 
n Q r 

l~tv111 I jl'dJj)/ 0..J rP :f);_,;{J }tJ/c p , 1,·,·~~-,) ,~,:fJ1: I p 

I •J,,;f) !AJ .., 
l(>.;~,11,)..., .,)J ? ,,1, oJ,'>;.'l /J';) , G _/• , ;J' ./JI Ju."b / .fl I"( j) p ~rn/l;e :,) J.il.t> /J 11' ..J)J//-., 

What is the reas on for ijanukkah? Our Rabbis taught i.n 

a well known Baraitha: One the twenty-fifth of Kisl ev 

commence the days of ~nukkah which are eight, on which 

a lamentation f or the dead and fasting are forbidden. 

For when the Greeks entered the Temple, they defilad 

all the oils therein, and when the Rasaonean dynasty 

prevailed over and defeated them , they searched and found 

only one cruse of oil which lay with the seal of the High 

Pries t, but which contained su.ff~eient oil for one day ' s 

lig.:tt1.ng onl y . liow , a miracle ,ni,s per! ormed there and 

they 11t with the oil for eight days . The following year 

the s e day~ were established. a festival rlth the recital 

of liallel a.nd thanksgiTing. (B. Shabbat 21b) (See page 17} 
..., . 

34. ,·~<J lJ /' 'i.:;),h"'> I /.Jl'l)I Jl.lj ).J >J..JJ.Jn .fll.3N "-J '{.n 

_)] • /) ' '"')f.Jl(c..x. ·1r) r)i,"'>/\1:i) /~ / 1 ) <Y.;.),N.,"') / q,/'l~/ <# / J/a 

p ,· /.>'J,--1,, ;,)'"' ?o";' JV) ,~ ,o,,,t1 r~=>rl ">)-.J,J...JJ_ fdB// 1'-<-;t-;; 

( 

,) I c; ,; )_ 
i=),/C,? J\",)5'.. 'C?;l) 701,) I G! -:,,,.., l(/1(', /In~ -.,n~ rl19'/V jt-R-~, 

Our Babb1s taught in a well k:novn Bara1tba: The precept 

of {[a.nukkah demands ons light tor a man and his household . 

The zealous kindle a 11gbtfor each aember of the household. 

The School of Sbammat says: On t he first day eight lamps 

are lit and thereafter they are gradually reduced. The 
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School of Hillel says : On the fi r st day one lamp i s lit 

and they are progr essiTel y increased . (B. Shabbat 21b) 

(See page 18) 

35 • .7)•1) /il/c' 1,t>~,J /-.1)•/J 11..n& J){)'J,,1/ ,flJP/'ol ;,7.::>J.Jn ?.J 7~ 

• ,... -o..fl. I/ D / JI ....., , ;;,, .:>> , (f ..7):J1rJ?.,') /'onp .,)n 'J;v .:,1 '• :.O.,? );;J 

( ,J , /c..:J JI ;l..e... 
1t\'?.OJ /':j I l-1 />E_ t-c ✓)I),,.//✓ :?')..J:::,,:j.;,":J 

Our Rabbis taught in a well kn01111 Bara.1th.a: It is a 

m1iYa.h to place the ija1mkkab lamp by the door of one' s 

house on the outside. If one dwells i~ an upper floor, 

he places it at t he lrindov neares t the street . But 1n 

times of danger it is suf ficient to place it on the 

table. (B. Shabbat 21b ) (See page 18) 

36. / ' -c l· J: 'J)J(. he i:Y. n ? '~ ->) , ~, b-:v-:,-:J .. J) f)..J'I tv /4.3 '...e. 'fc 
' ).Jp I? .i -;, J) 1..J n,1 (1.J)J I.J.J>-._~ O.J..::>.JI JO'.-)"J 7:J v11-.... ~,~ 

1 ·u 'j I.J n f) 'J;; /Y ,') d,/., c ,"> olr :J ,.., , •,)-;) J),t p }.;, >) , J 1.Jn J1.. 
::,J:) I .J f) )-J ~ '),JI /c ~) ~,,'). . rn ?' n J/.J /) ,~ ·:.J?,n,, IV 

(_ 
1 

I /c. rJ /) /( ,) J:) :>)J,f?. .,..) ) ) I (, "'' 

If & spark f l ew out f rom under the hammer and did dallage , 

t he blacksaith i s liable. If a c&Bel laden vi.th f l&x 

passed along 1n the public domain, and its l oad of flax 

intruded into t he store and caught fire f rom the s torekeeper' s 

light, thus setting fire to the building , the ovner of the 

cuiel i s lia ble. If t he storekeeper set hi o lamp outside , 

the s tor ekeeper i s liable. R. J udah s ays, uzt 1t vere 

a Hanukkah la.mp, he 1s exempt." {M. Bava QalJIJla 6 :6) (See . 
pnge 19 ) 
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3 7 • t,.. ,, ' n ,1 'J,) / J.- ' 6,.ry ,~ •J> n-1>('1 /.J 1 • ,, "ef d .,,o.r,,, fM 

J\~r,..,, 71.J)/ /J.Jl.Jl....;J 
1
0J.J,J/ ;,")"'JP );Jt,ef jt;i)/ /6..il.-~ /16-<-..IJ 

I ~ ? 

(.,>Id <J6,~ ~JJ'i)-::,"'J .J)jr }'6,j~)/ J/,Jn ().,P., /7.j') ·i''f1 rl".)
1 

,,,•,')• 'r:, 1 /J' 'I) 'J/JI) ~,1~,-1 I JJ .Jl/t- :./IJn 

(,J /t..:;, J).J~ 'cJ,::,-:J) )/(:;,.,:;> ..:->::J1Jn 
/) 'J-;f) /Y ~ n 

").J :'.l 1/V.'/c 

We learned in another Mishna: If a spark which flies 

fro• the anT11 goes forth and causes da.aage, the blackea1th 

i s liable. If a camel laden with flax passes through 

a street and the flax OTerflOYB into a shop, catches 

fire f rom the s hopkeeper' s lamp and sets the building 

on fire. the owner of the camel i s liable . But 1f hte 

shopkeeper placed the light outs ide, the shopkeeper is 

l iable. R. Judah says, "In the case of a ~nukkah lamp, 

he i s exempt ." (B. Shabbat 21b) (See page 19 ) 
V ) P_ 

1J) 1,-I ?'6 ./,)/' 1 ./'>•,J j'? •c,.;✓ j'.t: /7/Vf-e. /('I= d. 

.1~ -i,1,r1 ). • .:,,,,( I,::, ·,')tf..,") ',.)'-' d5 /'r' .:,;1/i),111 ;..✓• ,..__--ct.: 
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,) 
r,r11 /<61 ;,11. s-~J\..Jl..j)tf' /'~' .,,o~cJ=> fl,,.//1-.,1)~, · I,-) 

C ,-., i) ..J\ :,J.. /"' ~·-:") I .J'\) ql r' C;:, ') J d _."') 0 ✓1 [) /·1' , -<.re'(' _,c ~ 

All those who sa y, one does not light a lamp on a fest1Tal, 

permit making a fire, whether on the ground or on a Menorah, 

whether to warm themselve s against 1t or whether to use 

its light. They enacted this s tricture only for the cas e 

where rleks are ~de for a lamp . (Tos . Shabbat 2:2) 

(See page 21) 

39 /' r •J',"' /'i' . .fl~-"r) ../),;)~ 1,),,!3r1 j'/c- n,v/c--<., 

I l1.. ,'.\ J\ ,..i ,.._ /I J) ~ ") ' ..f\ ) i) I (!:, .,...<J I F:J 
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All th.at they said concerning thos e ma.terials with 

which one may not light on Sabbath, ~ne :may not light 

with on a festival . (Tos . Shabbat 2 :1) (See ~age 21) 
·, J/ 

40 . fl ) ..J) / :> ?) I J j) ')-.R..;1/ ✓l/ f IJ.-;J I I /c, <J._ rl / 1,>) :J)J /.~ )7 ~ 

(__ ,:J ,"J .:,).J-,-, -L;:,--, J),JJ .. rJ) //:.31 1 
/ I /'JI~ /J) ~ /.J 'j)'-">-,) 

Formerlr, they used to light flares, but after t he · 

s ~.marit&ns caused conf usion, they enacted that •~ssengers 

should g o forth. (M. Rosh Ha3hanah 2 :2) (See page 21) 

41. /.5l.- J)J/c, OJ ;f':J /1/-· 'J)/1 J)ljc l~N J'Jc 1
..:..1J /'D ~..3•...:.:> 

) r') I..;.' / J )..2,l) (1.,l, .>Y) l"'ti..J I /"u_ '.Jr( I.;° ·Jp 1 1/J /J./4 .5 7,,6 

r•t 111 I i/,t ;,) ·J)j />),:) .J) '3('11 ") :,'):,) ....R...,A, d' ;,)!;,zf I .;))/) ,_;:;_/II~ 

) 01-:,- /)•,:)/) .J}/c ,,,)J._1 -,1 /,1:,)J_ ~-ff ~ 1 1 1/✓ J .:S) /4,,..,./ /.•,::J/1 1 

Ro~ did they kindle t he flares? They would bring long p~les 

of cedar vood and rushes ~nd pin e wood and tow flax; 

and a man tied these together with rope . He went up 

to the top of the hill and se t them on fire, and waved 

them to and ~ro a.nd moved t h ea up and doWll until he saw 

h.12 a ssociat e doing likewise on the top of tbe next hill; 

and thus similarly on the top of the third hill . (M. 

Rosh Rash.an.ah 2:3) (See page 22 } 

42 • /l ,J fl:; JO; ~ )n~•' ; .' :;,") )-.) /V ,./) 1 t J,Q_ 1, j'J ..i<.,,J / •j") /',(r/ I 
.J'\ ,.}(, 011/),.../1 /)llf'Jd /CJ ~J")c!,.,J1 J..1 1~/;c] ):,~bJ0r/1 

I I ) 1 0 
✓')VD r1 1 jc ;:, ti I ? Ci ,tJ ft- 0 /e, _,A... ;J _) I _j ft ~· j'J1 <)~-:;1 V\ '~ JJ 1 J'..rirf ;i 

..J\1/~ j,J ·/) / J)ri i)O lc! '. [: ~)/c l") .;") t j')~ ~-0 '3'1/tvl 

• 
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C 9 ;::, J)-1...f;J- .n ..;_ ;c J _/)...J.._2.. .r✓ ) JI. Jc.:,> 

And from where did they kindle the flares? From the Mount 

of Olives to Sartaba, and !rom Sartaba to Agripp1Jl8., and 

from Agrippina to Bauran, and from Rau.ran to Beth Balt1n, 

and froa Beth Baltin they did not go further, but waTed to 

and fro and moved up and down , until one saw the whole of 

tha diaspora before hia like a ■ass of fire. (M. Rosh 

Hashanah 2:4) (See page 22 ) 

,, 
l ;c. / ~ /:.; f'"l -.,_) ,,;,)J-J/' 11\/c_p,o?.:;) ;:.,,ric).J,..r,) 

On the night of the fourteenth, one ■ust s earch for leave n 

by the light of a lamp. (M . PesaQ-im 1:1) (Tos . Pesa~im 1:1) 

(See page 23) 

One must not search f or leaven by su.nlight and not by 

moonlight, but by lamplight, becaus e the light of the lamp 

is pretty f or the purpose of s earching . Even though it 1s 

not fitting f or the purpos e , it is a reaeabra~ c e of the 

matter. (Tos . Pesa~im 1:1) (See page 23) 

45 • ./)'i)? ),<. ,v/ )~ •i: .:,) J ,:)){,- )lj:- /' p ?/ ,;;) )/vf/.- J),J/J), 17q 

I) j .=- /4 ,., )~"()- .:, --. t :) ) 7. ..::> I l / 7 ,,. ', I 

~fl, , ) ('J\r') /;, ,":> ff . ]~;' I J ,") ( l.,n i:J I F) ) 

_i ()J 3 ,p /_J /) 'J I J ' •-,,/_. .,;) I •'• 'Y ~ lrl>-, 

J.-. f .> ') i) ~ -,\t: ):/c. 

-, - C 3) t p 7~'N 

;/)ft" .P 1> 1,;, ,;:, , 



41 

(c /" p•n ::>a> _;) J.J., ,JJ /'JI>~ :>'">1) •;,-, /•J-3 ) ,,J., 1P~ 1a~ 

R. Judah eays , "One au.st search on. the night preceed1ng 

the fourteenth or on the morning o! the fourteenth, 

or at tbe tiae when 1t had. to be bu.med." The sages 

say: "If one had not searched during the ni.ght preceed1ng 

t ne fourteenth, let hi• search on the fourteenth, if he 

h&d not searched on the fourteen~h let hi• search during 

the fest1~al period, and if he had not s earched during 

the fe stival period he may s earch after the f estival 

period . And what one leaves out, he s hould put avay 1n 

a hidden place s o that it should not be neeessary to make 

another search. 11 (M. Pesa~im. 1:3) (See page 24 ) 
'/ :) 

46. /::J'.Y-.J ,J'l ✓j~d )~?., c!r>d_.L, /'_,,_ /.">->"J ;J 1 f~ .,,,0/ 1 )'c_;,1/11;:. 

.... ~,..,?~, p..; ; ,,,") rh)j f_,__ J1111-.1 ,J1 J ~c /'l).fl -~ J'J 11J>r-,,-
> ) \ ' -,fl/c c _,)- ..Jll(J cJ 1 ::> _;")"( ,"J J;r I I '") '--'-;f"-; (::) ,::J i).3 c;~ .,/) '<" 9 ') 

., ) ) ✓ J ) 
ll-,,f':J C ,:j (' /' • • ,-._ / / .,,) _, (! I • /°' ).,._-{ / )),t 1✓ a.;_ 

p ? :::> ../J1) ~ 'i) I ,;))✓ I✓'):> '/) J~I'' p' 1 ~I I >) t: ) ) /Cl 

.,>)j..,... ,.J) //V-... 

At the close of the first day of the t estiT&l of Sulckoth, 

they went down to the Court of Women where they instituted 

a ma jor innovation. How gol den oandlela bras were there, 

with f our golden bowls a~ t heir t ops &nd four ladders to 

each one and f our yo~tha from the young pries t s Yi~h pitcher.. 

of oil, holding a hundred and t wenty l2E.! in their hands , 

which they used to pour in to ev er y bowl. (M. Sukkah 5 : 2 ) 

(See pa ge 24 ) 
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47. /',(i0(J. /'.-) /D1J 1~)tj1,,J.;,?/✓ / __/J•J;i)..::> 'OJ .::,t/ I ) <£:;N 

:,) )
1
/u .. _/J •d'...11'.. n ,.'.> )_91) .,,;),,,) j,·~ / ;1 ·d';;A, I :i? />?,~1 

( (j j") ~') ::,, 0 ..;).J.,__1/) -.;J /"::> ,K' /2 :) V), ,::, 7 /
1
,t-/✓ .?) ..) ;C/V 

They made vicks from the worn out drawers and girdles of 

the priests, and Yith them they kindled . low, there 

was no cGurtyard in Jerusalem t hat was not lit up with 

the light of the Libation Well CeremoJ17. (M. Su.kkah 5 :3) 

(See page 24-) 
f) 

48 . /):i)'.J;JJ° fl•~p-;,J / 1 >'7> ->)L?ftv ~J/1 _,,,o,~1on 

lr)J/),;J,vl_,,,o );J/)1 /?)'::)•,:J_,,.._ 1/j.· t6.__ J\l;)l,),.l-r0 

-J) J ) '-'<­

Pious ~en and men of good deeds voald dance before them 

with t aming torches in their hands and sang before them 

s ongs and prais es. (M. Su.lckah 5 :-4) (See page 24 ) 
) 

49. J ?,,., .;,')•:i) .... _ l'l/c •c,/Jc /•"J jh•;v->L /i-:)7;:J -•).J(,,'71/J 

/- 1...t!.:> ' );f. J ~e,_, /J /01-' } 1l/ /'I(/ -J/J l.11 ___ ,;fl;Jfc .:,').JJtv--..._,;:, 

/
)., JJJ :J)n 1...,.__ f}i).3, ):i) '{0 1~J~ /)'...);J .i) 1n....ns,,1 

_) 
( ... :~'1 _,,")')10 ;l ✓ \;)::)1.J)J 3,.,,,..,. 1..ipt.:11 

I t na.ppened t hat Raban Sh1~on ben Ga.al1el was dancing with 

eight f laaing t orches and not one of them touched th~ 

gr ound when he prostra~ed hims elf , touched h i s fingers 

to the floor, bent d01fl1, kissed it and 1-ediatel1 

j Ullped up . (Tos . Suklcah 4:4) (See pa ge 25) 

50. /),, , Z a:, ).J >, ✓1/e /)' ~j~ ~--,J /J J") ..J-L ./D1 p r,t 

> ) I j'k I' c.· )1• /'o~ /!/\J-> _ _.,,"'l,?,J /'(iBrl ./D'""Jf~-,,_:n 

C J f fa· I).:) 3) ;;)..J A. 1J } j'P .;;I; N 
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Where they are a ccustomed to kindle light on the night 

preceeding the Day of Atoueaent, they may kindle . 

Where they are accustomed not tc kindle llght they aay 

not kinclle. 25) 

51. .:,;_J 1 /'J?;J I ::,)•.J)~ ,;;,,· 

Ck n /<,J/· J) J.1-rJ )..))6rJ.,) J- •r.J.,.,,"'~, 

)l':!Jj=- /Y, lii).J.:,? Al• 

...J) i I -(.J jJ I .;,-:) :) / r:; ;-:; I 

On the Day of Atonement eating and drinking and aimointing , 

putting on shoes and s eXUlil intercourse are forbidden. 

(M. Yoma 8 :1) (See page 25) 

52 • ../11,t' tr'JrJ rJI .fl/--<.., J~tJ 1
.,/\i),)J 

{) ~ /> r, Co) ;)").J.;L rJ J .,,,0 I;,,,.;) 
But they may kindle in the synagogues. in the houses of 

study , in the dark alleys and for the sick. (M. Pes~1• 

4 :4) (See page 25) 

53. 

They said to hi.It, from there do you ge t your proof? 

Th e h ouse of N1tz eh 1s diffe r ent, for they are heedful. 

(B. Silabbat 290) (See page 45 7 footnote 5 ) 
) 

54. /J' _?:,) f.1t -..,')/c 1 11 ~ / I q,v l~''/t ~'{ ,.., /ti .., .;, I 

And nothing that comes from a tree can contact pollution 

except f l ax. (M. Shacba t 2 :3) (See page 45, f oot note 8) 

55 /£ le • 
).J ,'1 / ,., _..., / J'11 J .,-

., I 
~ l ~ ,, ,.., '" (.,.;. 0 /Y · t'l 

/ 'J ~ ~ / >'I i) ,n .) _; :,) )-:,-} f ,., 
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/~i) ;Jt) ·JI/~ v111):::>f /11..:JJ').J /'t) 0<J vi l).J 'v"l.,;_ 

( .;i,.; f , .J'tf)~ /cv1c;01.f); ;-J 1 'n ;.._j vl/c ..;)i) ':::J ; 

Re who extinguishes a lamp and relights it 1s liable. 

He who puts oil in the la•p, eTen 1f there was oil 1n the 

lamp , he is liable. If he moved it from place to pl~ce 

he i s exempt , but i f he inclined it to its side he is 

liable . If there were two lamps burning, 1f his intention 

was to blow out one lamp and he blew out the other, he 

i s liable . (Tos . Shabbat 11:4,5) (See page 45, footnote 11) 
J 

56. -' 5J:✓ ;-, 9 ·J)a,---. ::, "), ; ,✓ ./din Jlt.:)fJ 1b la> ,,., /' 'r" ) 1 

( _,, r:J ✓) 1::>--L ::,)-.J~f✓) 0/?aJ /")..e..1'75 ;tf:>)-'<... 

But R. Jos e exempts him in every case exeept that o! the 

wick for he then make s charcoal. (M. Shabbat 2 :5) (See 

page 46, footnote 12) 



FOOTNOTES 

l Jacob Z. Lauterbach~ Rabbinic Essays (Cincinnati: 
Hebrew Union College Pr ess , 1951) p . 454. 

2Ib1d, pp. 454- 455. Lauterbach maintains that 
J osephus could be referring to either Sabbath or 
ijanukkah lights . 

3Thes e lamps were probablf us ed for 111Wllin.ation 
of the household . 

4Philiy Blacoan, ~shproth (Bew York: The Judaica 
Pr ess , Inc. , 1965 ) II , 9-30. 

5Tb.e sages said to hia, 11 Froa that case do 1ou 
deri Te your proof? The hous e of Hitzeh is different, 
because they were aoet heedful and there vaa no fear 
of drawing off oil." (B. Shabbat 29 b) 

6Rabb1 Judah pe?'llits this procedure . His opiJli.oa, 
however, was not accept ed. 
Hanock Albeck , Six Orders o! the Mishna.h. Serer Koe1 
(Jerusalea : Bialik Publishl.ng House . Tel Av v: D1T •. :c' , 
1958 ) p . 22 . 

7Tbis wa.s Rabbi Nathan' s vie~. R. J udah t he Nasi 
he l d t hat the t hird blast was for tefi llin to be remoYed. 

8rt was believed that ever yt hing that comes from 
a tree c8.ll. conta ct pollut i on except flax. (M. Shabbat 2 :3) 

p 
9Tebel ( ~~~ ) frui t e of which you are permi t ted to 

make a l t.meheon or i mpr ovised mea l 1n the field without 
s eparating the prie s tly or levi t i cal ahares. 

Al l t he materials ~~ch could not be used to kindle 
t he Sabbath l aap P.y be us ed to kindle a f ire f or heat 
on t he Sabba t h whether on the ground or i n t he s tove. 
(B. Shabbat 21a) 

l OAlbeck , l oc , cit. , p . 26 . 

11.Hon.-J evs ( ./> ' ,.:>~ ) pr obably refer s t o the Persian 
fi r e•wor sni p per s who on their fe s t i val s prohibi t ed the 
kindl i ng o! lights except i n t he ir own te•ples . Blacoa.n, 
loc, cit. ., p. 95 . 
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A la:ap th.at was extinguished could not be relit. Thus 
even if there vere tvo separate ltunps and i f an individual 
kindled one whereas his intention was to light the other, 
he i s liable. Si milarly , i f two lups were burning and 
he blew out one laap, whereas his intention wa s to blow 
out the other, he is liable. This mean s th.at kindling 
or extinguis hing the lamp during the Sabbath were permitted 
only in very e:rtreae cases . {~os. Shabbat 11:4,5) 

1 2But R. Jose declares h.im exempt_ in ever y case 
excepting that of the wick, s ince he then forms charcoal, 
thereby per!oraing work in th.3.t he achieves a des irable 
enn, since the s inged end is easier to light the next 
time. (M. Shabbat 2:5) 
Herbert Danby, The lUehnah (London :Ox.ford university Press, 
1958) p . 102. 

13Lauter bach, loc, c1t., p . 469. 

14The Rabbis of the Talaud gave special reasons for 
the perform.a.nee o! thi s cereaony by women. One of the 
reasons is as follows: God said to the voaan., "I gave 
y ou a soul vhic.n 1s called light, J-1 , therefore I 
COJIJl&nd you the duty of kindling th.e Sabbath light . " 
The Haggadah of the Palestinian Talmud connects this 
~bl1gation of the women with the offense which is suppos ed 
t.o have been oomm1.tted by the first woman, Eve . Here we 
r ead that Eve extin.gu.ished the light of Adam and caused 
hi s death by inducing hlll to eat o! the forbidden f ood. 
Therefor e she must atone for this s in by observing the 
law of tllldling the Sabbath light. 
lAuterbaeh, l9c. cit., p . 462 . 

Bone of the above reasons are gi ven by the Ta.nnaim. 

1 5George Foot Moore , Judaism (Cambridge: Harvard 
Universit y Press , 1962) I I , 36. 

16s~ch a lamp was not lit for its light, but for 
the purpose of honoring the dead . 
Blackman, loc, c1t. , I, 6? . 

-
17~ •• p . 68 . 

18The cus tom of locking a t the reflection of the 
f1nge1-nails or pal.:as i s in keepiD£ with the MishDaic passage: 

1 , , Ir c' 1 .,, , i.' - _,~ ')J :; ,~ / ·-, , >.,I ;•a , one shou1.4 not 
r ecite a blessing oYer a la~p until one could make use 
of itG light. {M. Berakhot 8 : 6) 

l9Ubeck , Seder Moad , loc , cit . , p . 29. 

20Bl aekman, loe, cit . I, 67. 

I 



21Ib1d. 

22Albeck, loc, cit. 

23We have another Tos efta pass~ge which reads : 
"He ,mo enters his house a t the close of the Sabbath, 
bl ess e s over the wine and over the light and over the 
spices and says Ravdalab.. 11 ( Tos. Berakhot 5:6) Here 
the order of blessings 1s as f ollows: 
1. /" , wine 
2. ?.J ,l.1ght 
3. A ,-1..,._,, ,spices 
4 . ,J) i~,>.,., ,H.a.vdalah. 

24Moore, loc, cit. ~II 49- 50. Moore clt.ias that 
"Jos ephus , who does not mention th(: illumination i t self, 
su~1ses that the name 11 L1gbts" vas given to the festival 
because , contrary t o expectation, the power to res tore 
the Temple worship bad beea ~:tested to the Jews." 

25T.beodor H. Gas t er, Pestiyals o! 'the Jeyish Year 
{New York: William Sloane Aesoci•tes Pvbl1shers , 1953}, 
p . 248 . 

26Ib1d., p . 251. 

27illj,., p.249. 

28ll.!.!!., p. 253. 

29'fllat 1 s , on the New Moon, the thr ee pilgrim fes t 1:vals , 
Pesach , Shavouth and Sukkcth, Rosh Hashanah and the Day 
of Atonement. 

30see page 14 . 

31Hoore, loc, cit., p. 46. 
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