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NIZEST

The Jewish CTenter Yovement in America, as it appeare today,
1= the third stece in an evolutionary procese which began with
the Vouns Men's Hebrew Assoclation, in pre-=Civil War days, end
prorressed, in the 1880'e, into the Jewish “ettlement “ouse., In
each of these three phasee, we find the Jewlish Center eeesumins 1te
shepe, dependent upon the neece of the people.

The eerlieet veriod presented & Jewry in eeerch of cultural
activities, ané soclel intercourse. The Young Men'e Febrew
tecsoclation filled thset need, The Jewlsh Tettlement Houce arose
to help the ereet mssesees of im:zierente tc this country, by meens
of Americanizetion classee, and employment buresus, A ciaritable
orcenizetion, it merked s new era in Jewleh philanthropy.

The Jewlsh ZJenter, today, simllerly fills e very definite
need, In thie ere of heterogeneity, 1t hees become en srency of
unity. 7Tn ite attemprt to serve &ll Jews, regerclese of relizious
effilietion, politicel outlook, or finenclel backeround, 1t has,
necessarily, to beer tre brunt of men with definite polnts of
view, Eech sezment of Jewry hse ettempted to remexe the Center
in ites own imace, The fellure of tr-ese sroups hees been 2 teetimony
to the sbility »f tie 'enter to define 1te prosram, snd to meintain
it.

The one prineiple tc winish t:e Jewleh Zenter has unewervingly
ginered e tre riegrte snd tie neede of tie people, It is at the

Jewiesh lenter, and probeuly only et the Jewish Center, thet all




Jews can meet on equal sround, FEgulpped with professionelly
trained workere the Tenter strivesf to fulfill ites oblisetione,
not to eny particular point of view, but to the pecple.

The Jewleh Tenter facee many nroblems todey, but it 1is
swere of them. It 1is slso aware that sny solutione that it
misht reach, muet he reached in conformity with the one princinle
for which it etends. That pnrinciple ie thet the neople are

slwevs the end, Ad never the meene.

Meurice “evie



EFRATA

Pese 3, Paragreoh 2, line 3, change synesgogye to synazogzue,
Page 4, line 7, chenge will to with

Page E, Paragraph 3, line 1, chence Rebencwitz to Rabinowitz
Pece 9, 1line 2, change Rabenowitz to Rabinowitz

FPage 17, Peraszraph 2, line 1, chance recarless to recardless
Page 13, Peragreph 1, line 7, chance as to or.

Pace 72, Fararsreph 1, line 7, change fel to felt.
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1.

DEDICATION

IS was through my wife that I first dDecame acquaianted with
the Jowish Osnter, It was through her that I gaimed a little
insight inte the science of wrkiag with people, It was threugh
hor, that I learsed of the greatasss of the Jewish Center movement,

Tithout her help, this paper could mever have beea begun, and
without her help, this paper predably ceuld mot haw been fimished,

Ia gratitade for the iaspiratien which she has beem to me in
the past, and in aaticipation of the imspiratiom which she shall
be to me in the future, this paper is humbdly dedicated to my
wife, Mariea,



It was with a great dsal of trepidation that I chose as my thesis
subject "The History of the Jewish Center Movement." The esormity of
the preject would mecessitate a great dsal of selsctivity of material,
T™he lack of published mimutes would add to the task, Howewer, the
greatest problem was an emotiomal ome, The Jewish Center has always
been very closs to my heart, The guidance and help of Paul Schwaris,
at preseat, Director of the Jewish Community Activities of Daytoa,
Chio, and Cyril L, Slesaick, Director of the Ciacimnati Jewish Oeater,
cannot bo measured im words, Thess men showed by precept and example
the sodlsness of the Conter movemeat,

At the ssme time, Dr, Abrgham Crombach taught me the religilous
valuss that could de had ty workimg with peopls, iaformally, at play
and at rest, It was he who imfused the Jewish Cemter with a spiritual
value which has lived withis me conmstantly,

As a member of the Natiomal Associationm of Jewish Cemter Werksrs,
and at the same time a student of the Hebrew Uniom College, it was
imevitable that I should compare these two professioms, I coasidered
it a fise epportunity to write this paper ia the hope that other rabbdis
may gala from it some small insight into the great valwe of this move-
ssat, which se sasily can become a partaer to the Temple im workisg

for the welfare of mam,



Part onme, INTRODUCTION

e Jewish Center is one of the most familiar, and at the same
time, least understood institutiome of our day. To the fiwe year old,
the Ceater is his camp. To the twelve year old, it is his clwd, T
the adolescent, it is the place where he plays ball, or dances. T
the adult, it is the cemter of his bowliag leagus, or am instrument
of commmity mctivity, Im short, it is the place in which each indivi-
dual can find expression for his meeds,

What a tresendous rele is cut out for this bdroadest and most per—
sonal of all service organisatioms, Its members are Orthodox, or
Conservative, or Besform, or mot affiliated with any symagogye, Whea
Talwud Torah classes are finished, the Orthodox boys and girls come
to the Center, TYheam Sunday School is dismissed, Reform and Comserva~
tive children come to the Cemter, Some are drivem by chauffeurs;
others must wait uatil they have completed their mewspaper routes.
Millionmaires and paupers, scholars and uneducated sea -~ all may fimd
within thewalls of the Center, an answer to their desires,

There are thoss who come for athletice, There are those who come
for specific beodbles, There are those who come for dancimg, or siaginsg,
or study groups; but all come for comraderie, The group worker is
meither their teacher, nor their servant, He is their friead, With the

youth and the adult he is preseat$; ready to serws, to guide or to imspire,

They take him for granted, as they take the Center for granted, amd
perhaps that is the best way, Perhaps he could not perform his task as
well if people recognized the amount of stuvdy, and traiming, and poor

wages he has undergone to become a group worker,



Ee does not wish to stand on a pedestal, He feels that he must be on a
level with the people if he is to work with them., 8So too, will the Ceater,
The most unique thing about the Jewish Center is that it is mot comsidered
unique at all, in the minds of its members.

It 1s 30t a house of worship. It is mot a place of revernce, ¥o one
seed or should stand im awe of it, A Center is recognised by the shoutiag,
and the carefree and matural attituds of its members,

But where did it come from? What is = wonderful about the Center,
that men and women will go to college, and then to graduate school, and
then eara a slightly less than living wage®(l) to work in 1t? There sust
be, in the Center, a type of imspiration that cam attract hundreds of
young men and women dedicated to long hours and hard work, whose only
topic of comversation, day and night, is the Jewish Center,

All erganiszations come into being to serve certain meeds., However,
in the case of the Jewigh Center, there must ha w beea sometling umique
te gather together men and women who haw completely ldemtified themsslves
with the movement,

At first glance it might appear that the Center is merely a huge
game rToom; that, ms an organiszatiom it has mo primciple for shich o
fight, no philesophy to maintain, In short, it might sppear that the
Oenter stands for nothing, Nothing could be further from the truth, It
1s & fact that its great stremgth lies 1a that it is an agency of unity
rather than am sgency of divisiom, However, it is the purpose of this
paper to unfold the gradual evolution, not only of the Jewish Center
movement, dut also of the one principle to which the Center is commi tted,

*Toot notes,



We shall see that the people, and the needs of the people have
deternined, im each generation, both the existence of the Center and the
type of Ceater that did ewolwve, We shall further see that the people
bave never been put iato a subordinate position within the Center

movenent,



Part two, EARLIEST EEGINNINGS

The Jewish Centsr movemeant was officially imaugurated in 1930, Ite
history however, precedes that date by eight decades, The roots, of the
Jewish Centsr, are inm the main, two; the Jowish Settlement Houss which
appeared on the scems ia 1880, and the Young Men's Hedrew Association
which began im 1854, Ia order detter to usderstand the Jewish Center,
i1t will de necessary to investigate these historical antecedents, and to
seek an answer to the following questions, When did they arise? Wy did
they arise? What meed 414 they f111? What was their program!?

The Young Men's Hebrew Association iteelf had an earlier antecsdent
shich preceded it bty a decade, This was the Young Men's EHebrew Literary
Association,

During the period of 1840-1850 there spramg wp in this country, a
group of social clubs for boys and young men, These clubs were exclusive,
with linited membership, It often occurred that more than one existed
concurrently in the same city, Withia a few years, thess groups adopted
a name for themselves, and were kmown as Young Men's Hebrew Literary
Associations, (2)

The first of these groups to use this name was the one begum im
Philadelphia im 1850, The Reverend Dr, Isaac Leeser organized it, (3)
and was quite intarested in its work for mamy years. Under leeser's guld-
ance, the popularity of this group soon resulted in the formation of many
similar Toung Men's Hebrew Literary Associations, These apreared in New
York City in 1851, (4) Baltimore, Maryland in 1854, (5) New Orlesms,
Iouisiana in 1855, (6) and Richmond, Virginia im 1856, (7)
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Thence it spread rapidly to Chicago, Illimois; Cleveland, Ohio; St, lLouis,
Missouri and San Francisco, California, (8)

T™e progrem for these groups did not greatly wery. It was comprised of
social and cultural activities in the form of lectures, debates, dramatic
attempts and dances., A few of the larger omes had libraries, housed in
permansnt quarters, The groups professed educational, imtsllectual and socidl
ains, Jewvish oowledge alse appeared as one of the stated odbjectives, dut
according to certals authorities, (9) Jewish content was more a professed
goal tham a realised ome,

In 1854, the first group bearing the mew title of Young Men's Hebrew
Association, appeared ia Baltimore, Ry 1861, similar groups, now knmowm as
Young Men's Hebrew Associations, were organigzed im Angusta, Georgla; Buffaloe,
Few York; Cleveland, Ohio; Richmond, Virginias and Syracuse, New York, (10)
Some of these had already been im existence under the earlier nomenclature,
Richmond, which began as a Toung Men's Hebrew Associztion im 1860, had a
Young Men's Hebrew I4 terary Association as early as 1856,That the problems
of toth groups were similar even to the problems of present day Centers, can
be seem in am editorial which Dy, Isanc M, Wise wrote comcernimg the Richmond
Young Men's Hebrew Literary Association in 1856, "The Young Israslites of
this city haw organized a society under the mame of HYMIA (motice the
transposition of letters). The objects of the Aseociation are the mutual
sad intellectual improvement of its members, by writtem and oral discussions
of literary, historical and moral subjects, and general advancements of know-
ledge by public lectures to be delivered by such gentlemen and at such time
as the society may designate, , . . »

¥We gladly chronicle the rise and progress of such organisations, for



they show that our youmg mem are desirous to improve their memtal conditiom;
but we must earnestly caution them to be watchful, that their intentions be
not drepped, and the hall of the society be mot degraded %o a mers place of
Asusement, as this actually is the case with some,

Asusement wust by no means be bamished frem these associations; but it
must not be allowsd to hold the suprems sceptre.” (11)

It might be well at this time to broach the sudject of the strikiamg
sinllarity of names between the Young Men's Hebrew Association and the Youmg
Men's Christian Associatiom, It has Deen popularly believed that the Jewish
group borrowed its title from the Christians, This thesis has been tacitly
accepted by all the writers who haveexplaimed that the Youmg Men's Hebrew
Associlation grew wp in order, either to counteract the influsnce of the
Young Men's Christiasm Association, or to offer a similar program to Jews,
However, the Youmg Men's Christian Association was an evangelical movement
during ite early years; a movesent shich would scarcely attract Jewish
members, Nor was its program eme that would cause Jews te be envious of their
om lack of similar program,

Morever, the late Bgnjamim Rabenowits, im his excellent work, "The Young
Men's Hebrew Asseciatioms 1854-1913" gtates categorically that the similarity
ia nsmes was purely coincidental, He points out that while Leeser's "T*" in
Fhiladelphia was begum in 1850, the first Young Men's Chriestism Association
in the United States was begun December 29, 1851,

Benjamin Rabenowitz was the director of the Jewish Center division of
the Jewish Welfare Board at the time of his death im 1948, and had deen
associated with the Je' ish Ceater movemsmt for over twnty=fiw ysars, A
conscisntious scholar, he, mors than anyome else had the ability and the
opportunity to understand clearly and fully the history of the Young Men's
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Hobrow Asssciation, There are, howewer, two factors which sust be preseanted
as qualifications of the statemsnt of Rabemowits, First, the Youmg Men's
Caristisa Association, although it was begwm at the clese of 1851, had bdeen
ia the stages of being organized for some time prior to that date (especially
since the movement had bdegus in England at an earlier ywar.) Secondly, the
ergaaisation begum by leeser was knmown as the Young Men's Hebdrew Literary
Asseciation, and mot the Youmg Men's Hedrew Association. Indeed, as late as
1856, as wo saw in Dr, Wise's editerial (abow) masy grouwps were still kmowm
a8 Young Men's Hebrew Literary Associations, It was at lsast three years
after the Yowmg Men's Christism Asseciation sppeared, that Jewish growps
adopted the name Youmg Men's Hedrew Associatien, While the Young Men's
Hebrew Literary Asscciation was not based on any Christian commterpart, it
is oqually odvious that the Young Mem's Cristian Association influenced,
ia part, the new nsme for the Jowish groups,

At any rate, the peried immediately after the Civil War saw a rapid
increase in the formatien of Young Men's Hebrew Associatioms, Ia 1865, Ir,
Max Lillienthal organised the first Youmg Men's Hebrew Asseclation ia
Ciacimnati, Dr, Lillieanthal attempted to extend the movemeat threugheut
the comtry, (12) and was actively engaged ia its program over a leag
period of years,

Mmong the early Yousg Men's Hebrew Asseciatioms, Ciscimmati played mm
important role, This wes dwe, ia the main, te the efforte of Dr, Isaac M,
Vise and Dr, Max Lillienthal who enthusiastically supperted the growp, It
bad permanent quarters with over three humired mesbers, (17) and existed
for ower three years from 1867-1871,

In 1868, Dr, Wies wrote: "Young Men's Hebrew Associatioms all over
this country who hawe higher objects ia view than mere ssusessat, would do
well ia furnishing the public with etatistical notices through our columms
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and state their names, locations, object, time and place of meetings, presest
officers, age of the society, and such other particulars., The pudlic would de
msuch pleased %o learn what the youmg men do for the cultivatiom of mind, and
the elevation of the racef (14) It is thus apparent that Wise and the Israslite
mre n:hu to help the Young Men's Hebrew Associations, as leng as the grouwps
readined wp to the standards that Wise had set for them,

Ia 1869, the Ciacinmati Youmg Men's Hedbrew Associatien appeinted ®a
committes %o address proper latters to various Jewish commumities, recommending
the erganisation of similar associations, " (15) The movesent was now growiag
rapidly, although it could scarcely compare to the amasing growth of the Youmg
Men's Christiam Asseciation, At the close of the Civil War, the Christisa
Organisation had sixty groups. With ten years (1879) their total had reached
nize humdred mmd rirty, (16)

It would be impossible for the Jewish Commmity met te be greatly impressed
by the Christisn movemsant, The liberal Rabtis were enthusiastic supporters of
the Young Mea's Hebrew Association, oftsn bdecemisg presidsnts of the loecal
chapters, It was they, more than the lay membership, whe stressed the differemce
between the Jewish and Christisa groups, The latter, as was mentionsd adove,
was an evangelical organiszation, interested im reforming criminmals, enforcing
the Sunday "blwe laws", and the like, These goals did mot play aa important role
ia the Young Men's BHedrew Association, However, it will be recalled that the
earlier Young Men's Hebrew Literary Association were but passively comcermd
with Jewish affairs. The sectarianiss of the Christiam growp brought about ia
the Young Men's Hebrew Associztion, a more positive imterest ia things Jewish,

The Young Men's Christian Association also played an important role im
that it had conceived of a commmity wids organization., The Young Men's Hebrew
Association, dus to the influsnce of their Christian counterpart, also begaa

to think along community lines, This broadensd outlook, in iteelf, was a great




stap forward, and helped t© form a link with the later Jewish Center,

lad by the New York Young Men's Hedrew Association, classes in Hebrew
language and literature bdegas o sppear wpon the program. BRssay coatests were
begun, %o smphasise Jewish affairs and Jewish life, Two of the early winners
were Bana lasarus and Solomon Solis-Ochen., Under the impetus of the New York
group, a dafinite attempt was made to differentiate the Young Mea's Hebrew
Associations from the pwrely social groups of that timse, Editorials were
written reminding the members that the name was Young Men's Hebrew Associatiom
and mot Hebrew Young Men's Association, (17) The implication was that the
tern Hebrew mmst modify the activites of the grouwp, and mot merely the religion
of its members,

It must be kept in mind however, that this was the feeling of the adults
ia charge of the group, It did not necessarily represaat the attitude of the
members, An interesting incident in the life of the New York Youmg Men's
Hebrew Association, might shed light wpom this thought, At its amual mesting
ia 1876, a motion was passed - mot without oppositioa - for two social enter-
taimmente during the year, The Board of Directors iaterpreted this motion ia
their own way, They plamed a Purim celsbratioa followed by danciag, and a
Chanulcah celebration to be followed by dancing, These affdirs were successful,
However, in an annual report for 1880, the following statement appeared:

"It 1s the opinion of the Exscutive Committee that such entertaimments
as wore given at Chanmuka and Puris are not embraced withia the alms of the
Association and that mo entertaimment, followed by danciag, should be given as
one of the regular courses of entertalmment of this Associatiom.” (18)

The Jewish Messenger reports that a great deal of discussion followed the
above statement, durimg which all of the argusents with which we, today, are
familiar, were employed, The survival of Judaimm, as well as ths survival of
Jows was seriously threatensd, should dancing bde mentionsd as part of the




regular program of the Young Men's Bebrew Association. (19)

It was matural that these groups, expanding rapidly, would scon attempt to
have & mational organization., The American Hebrew Association was the firet
such attempt, It was doomed %o fallure almost from its imception, and lasted a
scant three years, (1880-1883)

T™he chief reason for its failure was the insistence of Philadelphia that
all groups, w. of sise, were to have but one vote on the general committee
(20) New York with fourteen hundred and fifty members, refused to comply with
the plan, The New York group gaw many other reasons for mot joinimg, but the
question of voting was easily discornable as the major cause of conflict, The
Amrican Isrsslite schoed the feelings of many when it voiced its disgust over
the bdickering detween Philadelphia snd New York im its issure of Jamuary 28,1881,

Cyrus Sulsberger and Solomon Solis-Cohen, she were the actiwe leadars of
the mational organization were but twenty-fiw years old, and scarcely capable
of keeping together a national organisation, which mmy large and influential
groups refused to join, The American Hedrew Association waat eut of existence
in 1883,

As we close the first period inm the history of the Jewish Ceater movemsant,
namely the peried eof 1850-1880, a word or two should be mentiemed concerning
the role of women ia the organisatioa, It often occurred that the earlier
Young Men's Hebrew Literary Association admitted womem on an equal lewvel,

There this was thecase, whan the group converted $o a Youmg Men's EHebrew
hncl:rﬁu. with a community-wide scope, similar arrangememts were followed,
However, since it more frequently happemed that women were not admitted - at
least not until 1869 = the groups offered women homorary memberships, without
the right to wte, Thus the Young Men's Hebrew Association in Lafayette,
Indiana, organized in 1868, had "a musical and dramatic corps which included

—_—



young ladies, " (21) while in New York, as late as 1874, a motien to admit
wonen was voted down, (22) The first Young Women's Hebrew Associatien did
mot sppear wmtil 1888 (23),

In reviewing this first period of the historical antecedents of the
Jewish Center movemsnt, we ses that the Toung Men's Hedrew Association was
pot actively engaged in philanthropic work, BNor was it much interested in
Americanization classes, such as teaching English imigrants, Howewr,
there was little need for these adtivities, Twre had as yet deen mo great
wave of immigration which would necessitats such Americanizationm courses.
Bor had there been a sweeping depression at home, as persecution abroad
which would call for philanthropy., Fellowing the close of the Civil War,
new industrial frontiers wers created, and the urbanised Jew had many oppor-
tunities to earm a liviag, We shall see ia the next period, that when the
need arose, the Jewish community aleo rose to meet it,

The desires of the youmg people "were chiefly social iamtercourse, and
the cultivation of intellectual interests, including at least a professed

concern with Je~ish content.” (24)



Part three THE PERIOD OF IMMIGRATION 14

Ismigration to the United Sgates of great mumbers of Jews, brought with
i1t specific problems which the Jevish Community prepared itself to meet, The
Jowish population im 1843, at the begimning of the Young Men's Hebrew Literary
Associations, was lstimated at fifty Whousand, Ia 1880 it had wultiplied
1teelf to two humdred and fifty thousand people, and within sight years (1888)
it had reached four hundred thousand, This amasing increass was to contimwe,
with the Jewish population doubling iteelf each decade wntil there was in 1910,
slightly over two milliom Jews in this country, (25) Over ninety percent
of these immigraants came from Easters Burope. (26)

It was the immediate preblem of those already estadblished withia the commtry,
to help the newcomer adjust to an entirely mew setting, The meeds of the
immigraat were, ia the main, two, He had to learn the langusge, and he had to
lears a trade, The overvheluming majority of them had come frem villages, and
had entered iato a teeming metropolis, They had coms from a patricarchal
setting into a young and fighting capitalistic setting, The tempowas differeat,
Eere svery onme had to rush, h.u-im-m-lhorluncunhdnmof
speed. It was truly a materialistic setting, There was no time for thinking,
except if that thinking be directed toward speeding wp productios,

It was no wonder, then, that the imnigrant was completely bewildered, Into
this picture stepped the already sstablished Jewish community, and with this
prodblem 1t prepared to cope, Their desire was to settle the mewcomers into
various sections of the country, and away from the large cities, Howewer, for
reasons many and obvious, the immigrants im great bulk remained in dig cities,
particularly in the e=st,

Practically every organization became engaged, in one form or another, in

the Amsricaniszation of the mewly arrived Jews, Industrial and manual training
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schools were set wp; "miesionary schools®, which were a combimation of religlous
school, kindergarten, and sewiag institution for girls; might schools for
teaching English, American customs and history; lidraries; preparation for nato-
ralization; social service activities; and the establishment of neighbdorhood
centers of the settlemsat type, (27) It is interesting to mote that theses acti-
vities preceded the estadlighment of non-sectariam settlemeat houses in this
comtry, the first of which was the University Settlement, foumded in New York
in 1886, (28)

As 1t has so oftem occurred in the field of social work, New York teck
the lead, and many cities followed her example, The Hebrew Free School Associ-
ation had been estadlished im 1868, Russian Immizrants begam to arrive in 1876,
and in 1879 the Hebrew Free School Association established the first industrial
school for girls, In 1884 the New York Hebrew Technical Institute for boys was
established, The United Hebrew Charities of New York was organized in 1880,
Their activities were later taken over by the Hebrew Free School Association
in 1886, The organization established the first kisdergarten im 1882 as wll
as classes in English for immigrants,

In 1883, the New York Young Men's Hebrew Association organised the first
Jewish Neighborhood Center im America for immigrant groups, Its progran was
to bo the pattern for most of the settlement houses in Shis comtry, There
were classes in Americanisation, This nsed was obvious, There was an employ-
ment bureau to help the members earn a living, On the cultural side, there
were lecture forums, and a lidrary, Added to these was planned enmtertainment.(29)
The importance of this type of structure, as sn answer to the needs of the time,
was not quickly recogniszed by the Jewish Community, This can be noted by an
editorial in the American Hebrew,

"The narrow-ninded and short-sighted intelligence of our charity domors,
has failed to distingufish that 1t (The Young Men's Hebrew Association) has
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clains 0o less important than the Orphan Asylum, the Hospital and the Home.* (30)

Those actively eagaged in social service, however, were cogaisaat of the
noeds of the time, Ssmwsl Greenbaum, who was part of this pieture, later
wrete; "But the omrush of 80 many of our co-religionists, igmorant of the
laaguage, and wnaware of the laws and customs of the land, and of the spirit
of our govermment, created a prodlem which many of the members of the Young
Men's Hebrew Association, the Hedrew Free School Association, and the Aguilar
Library (31) felt it their duty to help solve, Out of this feeling grew the
Educational Allisnce, at East Broadway and Jefferson Street, or the Hebdrew
Institute as 1t was first called,® (32)

Jacod Schiff was comtacted im 1889 o help raise money for a bullding
which would house the activities of the newly concelved Hebrew Institute,
Pund raising campaigns, with which we are se familiar todsy, were unkmown
then, BSchiff iavited the president of every Jewish organization in New Tork
to his home, Yo ome was absemt, A¢ the meeting it was decided that a "fair®
would be given and the organisations pledged themselves to support this project,

T™e "fair® took place at the American Institute om Third Ayenue, in 1889,
It was a huge success, It was the greatest Jewish functiom ever givean in
Yer York, and the group received a net amount of one hundred and thirfy
thousand dollars, In this way the Hebrew Institute was formed, A: ite
inception it was a real "Allience”, an alliance of the Hebrew Free ‘Sc.hool
Association, the Young Men's Hebrew Associstionm, and the Aguilar IAdrary,
The Young Men's Hebrew Associetion took as its share of the work, the immigra-
tion problems, social and cultural activities, and the conducting of clesses
in English, The building was erected in 1891, Ths program, however, had
existed since 1889, and contimued unly until 1893, (33) At this time, the

Young Men's Hebrew Association withdrew its support, mainly because of lack
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of finances, and the group was re-organised, The name, Hebrew Institute, was
gradually dropped, and the title, Educational Alliance, was used in its stead,

The Educational Alliance developed an extrsordimarily intense and diver-
eified program of educational activities., It began in the foremoon with
speesded-up courses for children, who could mot be accepted into public schools
until they were able to use the English langusge. In the aftermcoam, children
who were released from school were taught manual arts, sports, and music; sad
were providsd a more attractive atsosphere tlnt could be had in their temsments,
In the evenings, adults came to learn English, and to perfect themselves in
their vocatiems, Ian this building there were combined, "an American school,
a2 social settlement, and am adult educational agency of a superior kimd." in
average of three thousand persons daily used the facilities of the Educatiomal
Allisnce, & mmber which actually increased at a later date, (34)

A similar experience is to bde found im Philadelphia, where the Hebrew
Educational Society, fumctioning since 1848, opened its first industrial
school for girls iam 1880, Eleven years later they opensd a mew bullding,
the Touro Hall, at a cost of fifty thousand dollars, and there carried on a
program quite sizilar %o the New Tork Educational Alliamce,

These two buildings, both openmed in 1891, were the first structures
specifisally erected for Jewish Settlement House purposes, Within a very few
years, however, similar groups sprang wp throughout the country, The United
Young Men's Hebrew Associations of American, the national organisation that
existed from 1890-1£93, attempted to establish the Union Techmological Institute
of America, and claimed that practically all of ite constituent societies were
conducting employment bdureans and night schools for the education of immigrants,
Such a school did exist im Cincimnati under the direction of Professor Sigmmd
Mannheimer im 1890, Other such groups were found im Bestona, Hedbrew Ipdustrial
School, 1890; Chicago, Maxwell St, Settlement, 1693; Baltimore, Jewish Educational
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Alllance, 1896; Cimoimnati Jewish Settlement, 1899; and about thirty others.(35)

By 1910 at least seventy-rive Jewish Neighborhood Centers and settlement
type agencies were functionimg, In addition, fif ¢y-seven similar organisations
umder non-sectarisa suspices were servinsg mostly Jewish cliemtele, (36) (Rumers
that these non-sectarisn settlesent houses were run for comversionmistic purposes,
bave repeatedly occurred, However, the suthor has been unable to substantiate
then) This was the peak of the movement,

Within a decads thess mumders were reduced to less than half, and by 1922,
sccording to cestain suthorities, there were, "thirty settlements organised and
fisanced by non—Jews, which are carried on for the bemefit of Jews, and twenty-
eight settlements organised and maimtained by Jews for Jews.® (37)

e reason for the decline was the almost complete cess-tion of immigration
at the outset of the first World War, so that practicelly no new setilements
have been begun since then. A second reason was the rise of the Jewish Center,
which will be discussed shortly,

In smmation, 1t should be pointed out that the settlement movement origin-
ated in England in the eighties as a humanitarian and perhaps utepiam concept,
to counteract the unhappy effects of the industrial rewolution, It was felt Yy
mmy, that by living smong the underprivelsged, and by sharing their culture
with them, somehow social betterment would be achieved, The idea quickly spread
to this country, However, at least among the Jewish settlements, this ideal of
living among and sharing with the underpriveleged, was never realised, Indeed,
the attempt was never made, The Jewish Settlenént movemsnt im this country
became a philanthropic movement, whereby the wealthy suprorted institutions for
the poor, The men and women who financed the settlement rarely, if ever, stepped
foot within the settlement, The Beard meetings were held elsewhere, Without
attempting, as yet, to evaluate this stage in the evolution of the Jewish Center
movement, it is nevertheless mecessary to stress this very important factor of
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the settlement 1dea, The call to help the underpriveleged was present, The
call to live among them, and to share their trials, in order better to help
them, was lacking,

There 1s a second factor that played a great rols in the settlsment move-
ment, The mon-sectarisniem of settlement ideclogy was very much present, It
was not 80 noticeable as a desire te work with all groups, as much as it was to
eradicate, as such as possidle, Jewish hadits and ideas, The change of name in
Few York from Hebrew Institute to Educational Alliamce cam be traced to this
trend, The Educational Alliance proclaimsd itself nom-sectarism, although it
never gave up ite religious school,

It was felt by many that thess peculiarly Jewish customs were a darrisr to
Americanization, OComcerning this, Goldwasser said in 1915, that a settlement,
"aust inevitably be mon-sectarian,...A settlement is essentially a socializing
institution. It ie the clearing house of hummn differences., It is the equali-
ting, the levelling fores in a comrunity. Whatever separates, shatever divides
nan from his fellows must be denied admission into its precinmcts.” (38)

We shall see that many of these ideas were contimued in the next stage,
which is that of the Jewish Center proper, W shall also see that ideas that
are spplicable in one phase of Jewlsh Center history, may mot be applicable im
another stage,



Part four,

As a further method te meet the needs of the time, there were established
between 1895 and 1900 seven fedsrations of charities, and by 1915 there were
spproximately forty-sewven such federations to be formed. (39) Coupled with trig
was the trend toward education, and shat was termed "character building® agencies,

It was natural then, to expect that scomer or later there would be a merger
of functions, and the erection of bdulldings to house the several organizations,
Thess bulldings frequently affordsd facilities for fedsration hesdquarters, the
Hebrew School, the Young Men's and Young Wozen's Hebrew Associatioms, B'nal
Birith, and similar Commwmal Activities, Without centralised authority, they
were, in the literal sense of the words, Community Centers, Twe of the earliest
such Centers were the St, Louis Jewish Charitable and Educational Uniom (knowm
as the Jewish Alliance) 1901, and the Detroit Hamnah Schloss Building and
Jewish Institute, 1903, (40)

In the decads precedisg the first World War, this teadency became more
marked, and similar were built in Atlante, Oeorgia in 1910; Syracuse, New York
in 1910; Indianspolis, Indiana in 1911; Savannah, Georgia in 1912; Toledo, Ohie
in 1913; and Buffale, New York in 1913, Most of these were mergers of Jewish
groups into one btuilding which represented a co-ordimation of a mumber of local
activities,

By this time the name Jewishk Social Center, and Jewish Educational Center
were in vogue, The term commumal, or community, however, was being incorporated
ia the newer centers.

In Indianapolis, im 1911, a community-wide campaiga preceded the formation
of the Jewlsh Comsumal Puilding, At its opening in 1913, Dr, Boris Bogen verbalised




ths new cencepty

"It is an expression of a commumity of its needs, It is mot mads for the
poor, nor is it going te serve $wweak, It shall serw the comaunity at large,
and in this respect 1t is a new departure in Jewish philanthropie work,” (41)

Ia practiocs, however, these imstitutions fell short of the philosophy of
the Jewish Center, All of them, including the above-msntioned Indianapolis
Jewish Commwumal Buillding, were maintaised and gsoverned by local fedsrations of
Jewish philanthrepics, or by wealthy contributors. The concept of having the
organisation goverased demecratically by its members had mot st arrived, Moreowver,
most of thess institutions rewrted, within a few years to the status of the
settloment house, The irse of the Jewish Center, and the populatiom shifts which
were constamtly occurting, were among the causes for this move,

%o cannot say just how theee matters would haw progressed without outside
influence, However, the war arrived, amd the potential force, which was to defime
and help creats the Jewish Center, came into being for an entirely different reasom,

At a conference in New York em April 9, 1917, which was attended by the
Union of American Hebrew Congregatioms, the Central Conference of American Rabbis,
the Thited Synagogues of America, the Counmcil of Youmg Mem's Hebrew and Kindred
Associations, the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregationms of Aserican, Aggudath
Es~Rabbanim, and the Jewish Publication Socliety of American, it was dscided to
form a mew organisatiom which could, amd wonld, speak for the totality of Americaa
Jewry., It was to represent American Jewry ia a joiat wlfare program sponsored
bty the Commissiom on Training, Camp Activities of the United States War Department,
(42) 'T™e new organization was known as the "Jewish Board for Welfare Work im the
United States Army and Navy." Its name was subsequntly shortensd to the Jewish
Welfare Board, and its work, already cut outfor it, was begm immediately,

It 4s not within the purvue of this paper to follew the Jewish Welfare Board

throughout the war years, It suffices to say that the Beard perfomed its task
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well, So well, in fact, did it do 1ts jJob, that when the war was over, md the
cause for which the Jewish Welfare Board had beem created, was mo lomger preseat,
still the Board had become an organization which mo one though to dissolve, Se
long as there were axy Jews iz the peace time arsed services, the erganisatisa had
to contimue, even though on a reduced scale, As Janowsky explaimed 1t; "Organize~
tions with well-defined functioms do mot esasily go out of existemce, (43) Indeed
there was still work to be done, War records ef Jewish participation, or homer
received, and casualtiss incurred, and a host of similar tasks awaited the
Jewish Welfare Board,

However, the Board had grown, It had momey, (44) It had prestige, It
needed new flelds % conquer, and a ralsen d'etre to estadblish, It fel that
Jewish Centers must be made available to Jewish soldiers onm furlough, A Joiat
Conference Committes of the Jewish Welfare Board, and the Council of Young Men's
Hebrew and Kimdred Asseciations met to -atablish these centers, and im September,
1920, the Conference reported concerning the desired project,

"These Csnters should be based on mo particular fors of Jewish religious
point of view, and should de restricted to no particular group of msmbders, but
should furnish a common meeting ground for all the Jews of the community, and maim-
tain those activities which would coatribute to their Jewish consclousness as &
constructive force in American Life,® (45)

It was to achieve this, that the Jewish Welfare Board took over that work
which was then being done by the Council of Young Men's Hebrew and Kindred
Associations, The merger took place July,l, 1921, and Judge Irving Lehman became
the firet president of the Jewish Welfare Board, (46)

The Board began its new task, mot #0 much by expanding the number of centers,
but rather by bdbulldisg wp those already ia existence, into becoming effective

Jowish Centers, Although there were three humdred and seventy societies listed W
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the Council, whem the Board took over, one hundred snd twenty-fiwe of these were
Young Women's Hedrew Associations which met in the same quarters as the men's
groups, while many others were little more thanm clubs,

The Jewish Wlfare Board pledged itself accordiag to its constitution adopted
at the time of the merger; "% promote the religious, intellectual, physical, amd
social well-being and development of Jewish young mem snd women, and to that end
to stisulate the organisation in the sewral states and territories sudject o
the jurisdiction of the United States, and ia the Dominion of Canada, of Jewish
Centers, Youmg Men's Hebrew Associations, Young Womsn's Hebrew Assoclations, aad
other Kindred societies; to assist, advise, and encourage such societies already
in existence, and when formed, to further the correlation of their activities, and
the sutual interchange of the advantages which they afford, and to co-operats with
other organizations for the development of Judaism snd good citisenship,”

It 18 of extreme Ilport.mh.hbyﬁu wiing of the adbowe paragrsph,
that the Jewish Welfare Board both was, and was not, a service organisation, Its
phraseology is misleading, '"To assist, advise and encourage,' appears to mean a
service organiszation, However, the lack of a definition of such words as "encourage®
and "promote”, resulted at a later date in great differences in opiniom conceraiag
the function of the Noard,

.lf its inception, the Board helped to bring about a merger of Young Men's
Hebrew Jdssociations and Young Women's Hebrew Associations, and similar organizatioms,
It found that in some cases two or more organisations were engaged in the same
activities in the same city, It foumd that other organisations were in guch condi-
tion that their contimued existence was inadvisabls, Siaply stated, the Jewish
Welfare Board began "To weed out, and pull down; to plant and %o bdulld,®

The progras widened to include both sexes of all age groups, and gradually
the Jewish Center became a comunity-wide agency, The Board divided the comtry
into regions, with field secretaries to advise the exscutives of what other groups

wore doing, to provide profiles on mpplicants for positions in the center, and



to correlate and wmite the work of various Centers,

The Jewish Osnter wegs becoming a nation-wide organisation, Was it aleo
& natlonal organization? The Nationmal Association ef Jewish Cemter Workers
came into being, It felt keealy its responsidbilifty toward the movement, The
movenent became the importent thing, The Jewish Welfare Board begsa to worry
about the Center movement, and the National Association of Jewish Cemter Workers,
began to worry about the Jewish Welfare Board, The Board was composed of laymen
and professionals, the hucht!.ol was open only to professiomals, On whose
shoulders, them, should fa11 e respdnsibility of defining and re-ddfining the
movement, Ths local automomy of the individual center could mever be threatened
by the Jewish Welfare Board either, so long as it remaimed purely a servies organ-
ization, But was it remaining so? This problem was btrought to a bead by the now
famous Janowsky Report, but the seeds of this tension had been present almost
froa the very begianing,

In order better to understand the points of conflict without either magnify-
ing or minimizing them, it will bde mecessary first to survey the center field as
it 1s today; to view the scope of its activities, and the emphasis of certaia
types of projects, Whea this is accomplished, we will be able to evaluate more

correctly the issuwes which hawe been brou-ht to the fore during the past two years,



Part fiwe THE JEWISH CENTER TODAY

The task of presenting a composite picture of the Jewish Center movemsat
today, will be undertaken in this chapter, The method used will de two-fold,
Firet, I shall preseat the statistical data that have been compiled concerning
Centers, their facilitiss, and their staffs, Secondly, I shall attempt to por-
tray the msovement in greater detail, as it ewvolved in Ciscimnati,

In 1942 there wers sewnty-nime Jewish Centers affiliated with the National
Jewish Wlfare Board, (47) Today there are three hundred and one, Of these,
for {y-three percent are entitled Young Men's Hebrew Associations or Jewish Centexn
Thirty-seven perceat are synagogue ceaters, Nime percent are settlements or
neighborhood houses, JNour percent are branches to Centers already mentionmed,
and the rest are either mon-functioning or defy classification, (48)

It 1s interesting, in acquirimg the matiomal picture, to note that of the
twenty-seven settlement houses and nmeighborhood houses, fifteen are ia metropo-
1itan New York, (49) and of the one humdred and twelve synagogue Centers, forty-
aine are in metropolitan Wew York, (50) Thus fifty-seven perceat of New York's
eighty-seven Centers are synagogme Ceanters, and seventeen percent are nsighbor-
hood houses, There are oaly fifteen institutions in New York that can be termed
Young Men's Hebrew Associatiém or Jewish Center.

As for facilities, of the three hunired and ome affiliated Ceanters, only
fifty-five of them have ten rooms or mores, JFully a third of the organizations
have between four and six reoms., (51) Nurther, two hundred and elsven of the
total have auditoria, seventy-four have kitchens, ome hundred and eighteen hawe
gsassimms, and two bundred and thirteen have office facilities, (52)

Concerning the professional staff, one lundred and two Centers have one
full time worier, seventy=five haw either two or three, JForty-thres have either
four or five, twenty-five hawe from six to ten, Seven haw from eleven to

nineteen, while thirty-five have none at all, (53) It should be moted, moreover,
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that of the one hundred and two who report having ons worker, a large nusber
are synagogus Oesaters whose only professional worker is the Rabdi,

The Cincimati Jewish Center is generally considered to be above the
average center, as far as activities, facilities and professional staff are
concerned., Howewer, it is only withim receat years that the Ciscimmati orgsni-
s=tion could be = classified,

I believe that a brief history of the Center movesent, as it ewolved in
Cincinmati, will offer us a more concrete description of the movemsant at large,
than could be attaimed through series of charte and statistical figures, WThile
no Center can e considsred as perfectly typical of the mational movement, each
individual organiszation contaims the essential characteristice of ths ewolution
of the movement within the nation,

e population trend away from the basin area in the west end of Cincimnsti,
posed problems with which the Jewish Community House was unable to cope, The
two Reform Congregations had attempted individually to carry om Center programs,
4$ & Board meeting of the Wise Center held Tuesday May 24, 1927, Mr, Malvia
Hans, mewly elected presideamt of the board, suggested that a merger of activie
ties with the Bockdale Center might be of mutual adventage for both congrega=
tions, The feeling was shared alsc by Mr, Julian Schwab, presidamt of the
Bockdale group, (54)

After a good deal of discussion, it was decided to investigate the possi-
bilities of such a merger, It was not until Tuecday July 30, 1929, however,
that the plan became an actuality. Om that day, the following resclution was
presented at the Sinton Hotel:

*Whereas, the activities of the two Centers have become largely parallel,and

Thereas, in view of the increased success of the activities that hawve
recently been undsrtaken by the two Ceaters,

Therefore be it resoclved that it is the unanimous sense &f the Wise-Eockdale



Joiat Cooperative Committes that the two Centers be now merged.” (55)

On December 16, 1929, the Board of Directors of the mewly-formed Wise-
Rockdale Center called its first meeting with Milfred Meiss as chairman, Their
first business was to discuss the proposed constitution, A Forum was planned
for January 19, 1930 at the Wise Center, The speaker was to be Dr, George Pierce
Baker of Yale University who would discuss "Drama Sisce 1900.," Two scholerships
were awarded, one %o a wusical, one ® a medieal student, (56)

The activities of the Wise-Rockiale Center can best be understood by a
glance at the budget for the year, 1930, This dudget was approved at the February
mecting of that year, It was as follows; Boy scouts - twenty-five dollars;
Sorkshop = tw hundred dollars (increased at meeting to three humdred mmd fifty
dollars; Philanthropic Activities - one hundred dollars; Forum - twelve hundred
dollars (as a minimum); Dances = two hundred dollars; Musicale and Swpper Seminar =
one hundred and fifty dollars; Membership and Administration - ome thousand
dollars, (57)

This organitation, apparently dealing with adults and young adults, flourished
as the only grouwp of its kiand in Avondale, until the Jewish Community Center
Association was organized in May 1932, At this time a meeting was called for all
Jewish organizations, by the director of the United Jewish Social Agencies, at
the request of the Young Men's and Young Women's Hebrew Associations, In the
fall of 1932, the organization was incorporated, and an exscutive secretary was
engaged, (58)

The Jewish Community Center Association, and the Wise-Rockdale Center con-
timued along together until March 31, 1934, At this date, Maurice W, Jacobe,
president of the Wise-Rockiale Center mailed a letter %o all its members, The
following letter has been quoted in part, Pleass note that the word Center, when
used alone, refers to the Wise-Eockdale Center,

"There will be a meeting of the membership of the Wise=Rockdale Center om




Thureday April 12, 1934,,,..et the Wise Center Building at 8;00 p.»,

"Mis meeting has been called upoa the resolutionm of the Board of Directors
for the purpose of acting upon a merger of the Wise-Rockdale Oenter and the
Jewish Community Center Association to form a new organisation to bde called the
Jewish Center,.....

"Please, we solicit your mreful attention in this matter, for this is not an
ispulsive move by your Board. Jor a yeer the matter has been under advisement,....
There have been countless meetings and conferences in the matter, and many
comprises have had to Yo made.....

"We feel that the Center as it now exists has outlived its usefulness both
to the Temple and te the community. Youmg people of the Comgregation no longer
need the Center for dancing and entertsimment...,.Indeed, its small attendance
at Center affairs,.....the dieinishing membership list, all testify to the fact
that the Center is no longer needed,

"Yet, as weo have said defore, there is one course open to us by which w may
Justify our existence in the wvery act of termimating it, The Jewish Comrumity
Center Association no longer meeds an introduction to you,....The tressndous
succests of the recent J.C,C.A, drive for membership testifies to the fact that
thies service is recogniszed and whole-heartedly spproved by the communi ty..ees

"Se therefore eaf.....'Think carefully, Have we not, as we now exist,
outlived our usefulnsss? Shall we continmue to expend our futile efforts for
things mo longer wanted by those who once did want them? Or shall we, without
protest, submit ®© the inevitable smothering of this organization by the incon-
testable inanition that is engulfing it? Has not a new generation sprung up
that needs those things which we, by experience, arefitted to give? Shall we
enter upon s campaign of competition with a young and mighty orgamisation, attemp-
ting to defeat a purpose which we at heart holddear? Or were it not Detter to

forget that we are proud of our identity, so that we can throw the full weight




of our effort ia the dalance of a worthy csuse where we can individually
accomplish much and derive so wuch of personal valwe?'
Sincerely yours,
Maurioe W, Jacobs
President, Wise-Eockdale Center® (89)

Thus it was that the Jewish Osswumity Center Association, and the Wise-
Rockdale Center merged, and the new eorgamiszation, the Jewish Center, took their
place.(60) Under the terms of the agreemsnt, it was explicitly stated that
recreational, social and cultural fumctions wers to be relegated to the Jewish
Center; and that religious and religiously cultural functions were to be the
provisce of the Temple.(61)

Wo find here a clue to the feelings of the Temple toward the activities
of the Jewish Csnter, It sust be resembered that the very pecple who are heard
to complain about the lack of religious content within the Osnter, were also the
pecple who carefully legislated such activities of the Center program,

At sny rate, the meed of a community-wide program, not in the west-gide
of the city, was recognized, and with the guidsnce of the Jewish Welfare Board,
the Jewish Center was sstablished,

From the mutuam of 1932 to the summer of 1935, the Jewlsh Comerumity Cemter
was operated from sn offioce is Rockdale Avenus Temple Annex, It made use of
buildings in Avondale, Walmut Hille and Clifton for its activities, In the
summer of 1935, a buildisg at 3800 Reading Boad was rented, smd the Jewish Cemter
was opened in October of 1935,

Two other affiliated programs wre to come wmder the Jewish Cemter, Ome was
in Price Hill, BHere, meeting im the Beth Jacod Synagoguws , a grouwp work program
for youth took place, Nermerly as a branch of the Jewish Commumity House, 1t
became a Center project when the Jewish Comumity House was dissolved in 1540,
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The second affiliated program was begmm ia October 1940 as a result of the closing
of the Jewish Community House, This was located em Forest Ayenus, and became
recognised as the Center for boys snd girle under sixteen, Reading Road, Forest
Avenus and Priee Hill contimued as three branches of the Jewish Osnter until 1943
sten the present location was purchased at Blair and Hartford Streets,

In 1941 there were three hundred and thirty-five msmbers in the Forest Avenus
Center, and six hundred and seventy-fiwe in the Reading Road Cemter, whils there
wre sprroximately 131 members in the Price Hill grewp. Ia 1941 Cyril L, Slesmick
was sprointed exscutive director of the Jewish Center, Ome of the first projects
completed duriag his regise was a comprehensive survey, prepared by Helen Jeter
under the suspioss of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Punds, The
survey, entitled "leisure Time Needs and Rescurces of the Jewigh Comwmity of
Cincimnati,® was submitted to the Advisory Comnittee composed of Harry L. larie,
louis Kyaft and Arthwr Swift, Jr., and appeared six months after Slesaick
arrived ia Cincimnsti,

A sarvey is of utmost importance te a Center, for it affords it an opportunity
of recognising the nseds and the desires of the people it serves, The Jeter Beport
made availabls the following picture of the Cincimmati Jewigh Community of 1941,

*The conclusion fream this study of the opinions of the Jewish comrunity may
be disappointing to those who were lookiag to the comnunity for an answer as to
what should be dome about group work, recreation and educatiom for the Jewisgh
group, The real value of the opinions lies in the light they shed on what the
comunity is, not on what it wants....the comunity is 1sclated geographically.....
& large percentage live in Avendale, and Avondale is almost exclusively Jewilsh,

The question remains, however, as to whe ther the community is isolated intellec~
tually and culturally. The evidence seems to indicate that it 14 mot that,
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Ite hadits and tastes are much like thoss of the population of my dmericam ciVy
of the seme siss and general location. %he Jewish populatioa is interested ia
going to movies, listening to the radio, visiting friends, entertaining, reading,
playisg cards or Mah Jeng, and swimming, Jewish people in Cincimnati may prefer
to play together rather tham with moa-Jewish groups, but on the whole, they play
in the ssme way that they would play if they were mot Jewish, The majority hawe
so buraing intellectual or cultural interests. They stay at home during fifgy-
six perceat of their leisure time, "(62)

Under Slesnick's guldemece, the Cincinnati Jewish Cemter grew wmtil today it
is considered cnme of the leading Centers in the country. It has a membership of
tw thousand, eight hundred and fifty om, Ia addition 1t has forty-sevea
scholarship cases, Not counted in the membership (which begins at the age of
five) it has an enrollment of ome hundred and fourtesm ia its tw murseries and
one pre-kindergarten school, Ia the Junior Department thers are five hundred
and eighty boys, and four hundred and ninety-six girls, Iz the Iatermediate
Departsent there are two humdred and fifty-two boys, and ninety-seven girls,

In the Senior Departmsnt thers are one hundred and ninety-five boys, In the
Adult Department there are seven hundred and three men, and five hundred and
twenty-eight women, 7o serve the needs of thess people thers are Whirly fall
time workers, In the courss of a single year, elsven thousand different
{ndividuals enter the Center, while six thousand refularly attend the Cemter
facilities,

les us now exsmine the activities of the Jewish Center as seen im Cincinnati,
Its activities, chromologically, begin whea a child is two yoars and five months
0ld, At that age, a child is eligidle for Nursery School, There are two such
schools, both professionally mamed, Ons 15 a half day, and the other is for a

full, or eight hour day.



32

A person 1s eligidle for Center membership at the age of fiw, Prior to
that, the parent's membership suffices., The Junior Department for childrem, aged
five to fourteen, has a staff of three full time workers, and carries om clud
programaing, arts and crafts, woodworking, and photography. The Athletic Depart-
sent extends through all age growps, so that there is one peron im charge of all
athlstics,

Some of these cluds haw what is knowmn as Jewish Content, and the arts and
crafts program builds a series of pro jects around each Jewish Holiday,

An exmmple of Jewish conmtent im club programming is an experimsnt begun in
1947, A group of nine year old girls, twelwe in mmber, were organized into the
*Tri-H* Club, This club treated, in an informal manner, such poimts of iaterest
as Jewigh History, Jewish Current Events, and comparative religions, It was felt
that so intangible a goal as "the mature awareness of shat it means to be Jewlsh®
could easily de misundarstood by parents who might ask their childream: "what did
you lesara today? The leader therefore, met with the children once a week, mnd
with the parents once a month,

Concerning the progress mads with this group, in comparative religions, two
anecdotes should suffice,At the begimning of the program, ons girl wolunteered
the information that she knew all there was to kmow about Jesus, When asksd to
tell the group, she explaimed; "Jesus was a Jew, who got mad at the Jews and
turned Catholic,® At the end of a year of club mee tings, which included visits
to various Temples and Churches, another girl embarrassed a local minister with
the following question: "If Jesus were mot killed, would there be a Christimnity
today?* . .

The Intermediats Department, for those aged fifteen to eighteen, is mostly
concerned with clud programming, The over-abundmmce of M.;h school fraternities
and sororities makes it necessary for the Ceater to work with this type of clwd,

Although these groups are considered illegal in Ohio, the Center feels that its
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task is to work with people, If the people can be reached only via frateraities
and sororities, the Cemter will recognise fraternities snd sororities, Professional
grouwp workera are mot so frightensd by mames, as the public school administration is,
Escognising the gregariousmsss of youth, the Oenter bdeliews that if fraternities
and sororities 414 mot exist, cludbs and gangs would, The Oemter will work with them all

Is thils age group, athletice plays a deminant role, while arte and crafts and
woodwork suffer from lack of interest, Hobbies Decoms spparent, such as photographky
and sewing, while socialdances reach their height of popularity.

The Senior Department follows the form of the Intermediate Department. Indeed,
no great distinction is made at all, With the Adult Department, thers are some
innovations, Here gymnasium classes are conducted for both men and women, Men are
engaged in bowling and basedall leaguwes, Woodwork, and crafts, find 1ittle response,
while such activities as the Forum Series are extremely well planned and well carried
out programs,

Each year there are from four to five speaksrs who address Cincimnatiasns at the
Vise Ceater, under the auspices of the Jerish Center, The question of Jewish conteat
is interesting as apnlied to these activities, In the 1948-49 season, there were
five speaksrs, Of these, only ons spoke on a Jewish subject, 0f the five, this ome
was the most poorly attended,

Palating and photography have recently become extremsly popular with this age
group, and ia March 1949, the second ammual art exhibit was displayed, Paintings,
photographs and handicraft by Jewish men and women, were exhibited at the Cemter,

There were two paintings that describe Jewish content as comceived by the membership

at large, Ons was a paintiang of a farshouse in the country at sprintime, The other

was that of a country scems in the fall, The first ome was entitled "Iyar®, the

latter was entitled "Elul,* Other than the name, there was no noticeabls Jewish coateat,

There are, however, study groups on Jewish affairs, jointly organized by the Center
and the Burean of Jewish Education, On the whols, these are attended by & very mmall




ammber of people, :

In the Adult Department, there is oms group on geriatrics, knowm as the Good
Times Club, The Cemer has insngurated this program to meet the mseds of an age
group of which 1ittls is known, Composed almost entirely of immigrant Jews, there
is an abundance of what Jamowsky would term Jewish Conmtent, It consists of cele-
brating the holidays, reading Jewish newspapers and mispromouncing Hebrew,

The suamer program makes the Cincimmati Jewigh Center unicue in the commtry,
A day camp, Camp Hanoar, has an enrollment of two hundred and twenty-five, for boys
and girls aged five to ten., The mursery has another hundred, Te playground, open
to all members without charge, has a dally average of two humdred to two hundred and
fifty, while the swimming pool attractes uwpwards of two hundred a day,

In the evening, an additional forty people use the swimming pool, while an
average of eizhty-five use the baseball fields from six o'clock ustil night fall,

A dozen men use the handball court sach evening, A total of about seven hundred
different individuals use the Center facilities dalily throughout the summer, A
special staff of forty-five workers meet the needs of those who use the Center
facilities,

In the sumner, the question of Jewish content can becoms quite fentastic, In

the summer of 1947, & group worker was coaching a group of small boys before a base-

ball game, There sppsared, at that time, a young man , a graduate of ths Hebrew

Union College, who was engaged in speaking for Chautauqua, He stood on the playgroumd,

a camera slung over his shoulder, and a look of righteous indignation on his face,

"I've come to take pictures of Jewish Content, snd I can't find any to saap,” he

complained, EHe had come to take pictures of Jewish content, on a bassball diamond) |
The above has been an outline of Center activities as seen in Cincimmati, in the

hope of presenting a concrete picture of the Jewish Center movement,

Having outlined the history of the Jewish Senter movement from 1840-1949,




ving presented the statistical data concerning the three hundred and one

Centers in America, and having given a picture of thes activities of a fairly
typical Center, it is mow advisable to view the ome factor that has caused
more discussion in the Center fileld than any other single factor in the
past decade,

e ——— e —




Part oix THE JANOWEXY REPORT

In 1946, Professor Oscar Janowsky was sprointed by the Jewish Welfare
Board to conduct a survey of that organigzation., The results were printed
FPebruary 17, 1548, ia a book entitled "The Jewigh Welfare Board Survey, "
by Oscar Janowsky, During the course of the surwey, questionnaires were
sutmitted to ons humdred and seventy out of the three hundred and one Centers
affiliated with the Board.(63) Questiomnaires were filled out by two thousand
four humdred and twenty persons, of whom forty-twe per cent were board members,
twenty-three perceat staff members, thirteen percent members of tls Center,
eleven per-cent national or regional board members, four percent rabbis and
five percent general community leaders.(64) The other source was interviews
with three thousand five hundred and sixteen persons interviewed either singly
or in groups, and for whom eleven hundred and nime schedules were filled out,(65)

In general, the conclusioms of the Janowsky BReport are as follows:
Seventy-six of those who answered are in favor of having Jewigh conteat,(66)

Sixty-six percent favor minimal requirements in Jewish educatiom for staff

members, (67) and they, furthermore, welcoms the guldamce of the Jewish Welfere
Board in these matters, .'

Needless to say, when these findings were mads public, there was a good deal
of furore, It was the feeling of a great many members of the National Association
of Jewish Center Workers that the Jewish Welfare Board had aa ulterior motiwe in |
having the Survey made, Wild accusations filled the air,

However, Louis Werth set about immedistely to write a refutation of the |
report on technical grounds, Many of his points were extremely valid, His two ‘
main arguments against the findings of the Janowsky Report are as follows: First,
the findings do not flow either logically or factually from the evidence
presented,(68) Second, Janowsky allows the readsr to believe that the recommen-

dations arise out of the facts, "However, in science or in logic, recommendations
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cannot ever arise out of facts alone; they must rest, in part at least, upoa
value premises,®(69) Werth implies with these two statements that, A) Janowsky
bhad decided upon his conclusions prior to the ﬁmnm uhich do not bear them
out, and B) while the Board may decide to let Janowsky make its decisioms for
it, it must not believe thet these decisions are being made by the facts alone,

The tollowlné factors must be recognized in understanding the Janowaky Beport,
The reporta were self-gelective, that is to say the questionnaires were sent out
to Centers, and those on the staff who wished to fi1ll them out, did so, Immediate~
1y, = bdias of interest can be seen, That kind of people did mot fill out the
questionnaires? Of the one hundred and se wnty Centers which were contacted,
only forty percent answered the questiomnaires with any degree of completeness.(70)
In most qnutto-'mlrn of this type, abstentions rarely fall below twenty-five
percent, but in this case, dealing with professionally trained workers, absten-
tions dropped to between fifty and sixty percemt. Wgrth concludes from this,
that the questions were imadequately comstructed to a degree that they were too

ambiguous for professional group workers to answer,

Certairly the term "Jewish Content® must be defined, We have seen in
Cincinnati that the first apeaiker for the Wise-Rockiale Center Forum was Dr,
Plerce who spoke on "Drama since 1900", and the Wise-Rockdale Center was organised
organized and guided by two Temples, We have seen also at the inception of tiw
Jewigh Center in Cincinmati, the two Temples carefully told the Center that
religious, and religiously cultural functions were the sole province of the Temple,
The term "Jewish Content® can mean all things to all people, Many people who

stated in their answers that Jewish Content was desirable, felt that their Center

had a sufficient amount of it,
Indeed, = glance at the results of the questionnaires presents a paradox,
1f Centers, and Center membership are in favor of this undefimed Jewish Content,

and if they welcome Jewish Welfare Board guldance, then why do they not have more
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Jewish Content as Janowsky feels the facts suggest, Obviously the answer is that
they feel they have enough Jewish Content, and are worried only about their
benighted colleagmes.

Af§ any rate, Jewish Content is newer once defined. It is postible however,
to see the forces here at play. In his Survey, Jammowaky takes lesue with two of
the leading members of the National Association of Jewish Center Workers, Harold
Murrey, a young exscutive of the Broax Youmg Men's and Young Women's Hebrew
Association, was chairman of a comnittee which stisulated seven regional growps of
the Association to formulate a philosophy for Jewish Center work, Murray's report
in 1946 (71) dealt with the role of the Jewish Center in three areas, namely:
social action and democratic processes, Jewish survival, and the Americam and
world Jewish community, Janowsky (72) felt that Murray's statement "to prepare
Jews to live as individuals, as members of the Jewish group, and as effective
citizens,” was a vala attempt or synthesis., It was not velid, thought Janowsky,
because NWurray dealt only with the jJustification of social action as formulsted

by Grasnum Berger, director of the Bronx House, and leading philosopher of the
Jewish Center movement, The 1ssus, as Janowsky saw it was that religion and
being Jewish meant to Berger and Murray social justice, while to Janowsky, being
Jewish was much wider, if mot deeper,

Berger and Murray were mo doubt willinmg to write refutations of the Jmowsky
Report, but spparently it was felt that Wprth's rebuttal was sufficient, especially
since Wyrth was not once mentioned by Jarowsky, while Berger anmi Murray were,

Werth saw in the Swrvey, more than technical errors, and at one poimt it is
possible to see the great gap between Janowsky and Werth as regards the total pic-
ture, Werth states, "A third issus deals with this matter of Jewish group con-
timuity or Jewish survival, The Janowsky Survey found that the great majority of
Jewish Center workers and board members were in favor of Jewish survival., But |

there is still an iscsue over Jewigh survival which Dr, Janowsky does mot analyss,
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This is the question of whether survival is the end or the means, Some Jews,
among whom Dr, Janowsky must be included, feel that Jewieh survival is the ulti-
mats goal, and thet the Jewish people are simply a means to that end, Other Jows -
among whom the majority of Jewish Cenmter workers must de included = feel thet an
emphasis on Jewish Content and survival is the way to build wholesome and healthy
personalities, for Jews in the contemporary world, For the latter Jews, survival
becomes the means, and the Jewish people are the end,*(73)

There is ome fimal poirt that wust be takem imte consideration, There is a
feeling that exists among the professional workers that is most difficult to
descride, The National Association of Jewish Center Workers prides iteelf that
it 1s composed wsolely of professional workers, Group work in gemeral, and Jewish
Center work in particular have becoms a highly skilled science, The professionals
believe that they are in a position to guide the destiny of the Jewish Center
movement in America, 'Their approash is toward meeting the needs of the people,
rather than legislating for ignorant masses, The goal of the growp worker,

they delieve, is not to make decisions for psople, but rather to make clear te
them, the issues involved, so that when the people fimally decids, that decision
will de based upon an intelligent undsrstanding of the factors,

Many members of the Association feel that the leadership of the Center
movemsnt is in danger of beimg taken over by the Jewish Welfare Board, The state-
ment has been made that the Board is a service organiszation and must remain onme,
Without local antonomy the movement could never have succeeded, The crux of this
dissension, then , is the feeling that the Board is using the Janowsky Survey to
change its type of existence from a service organizstion to a controlling organ-
ization, It is the fear of this metamorphasis which accounts 4in large measure
for the adverse response to the Janowsky Survey,

However, fear of ulterior motive is not the sole reason for the dissension,

Om an intellectual lewl, there iz vast dissgreemsnt betwsen the Janowsky forces
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and the Werth forces., Janowsky holds that the Center "smust be a place where
the Jewish aspect of persomality should be developed, as distinguished, say,
from the public school where the American aspect of persomality is formed., The
professional Center workers hold that there is mo such possiblity of separating
a Jewish aspect of personality, Jewish individuals come to them as whole persona-
lities, with certaln nseds and desires, and the Jewish Center workers feel that
they camnot say, 'We shall deal here only with your Jewish needs, and your Jewish
interests, Forget about your other meeds and interests when you come into the
Center.' * (74)

In sunming up the Janowsky Beport, the following conclusions have been re-ched,

The Jowish Welfare Board erred in appointing, for the survey, a meam like Dr,
Janowgky., First, his keen interest in 'positive Judaim' immediately causes his
objectivity to be suspected, Second, there are men withim the group work field
that are capable of conducting such a survey, without conveying the feeling to

the professionals that the Board had to pick an outsider because the Associatioa

could not supply a satisfactory person,

Janowsky performed his task well, as a sociologist, however, he should have
realised the amount of value-judgements that were imextrically imterwoven with his
‘fact-finding.' The Jewish Welfare Board should have been aware of dangers that
were present under the best of conditions, and that having Janowsky perform the
Survey would infinitely increase the dangers involwed,



Part sewn CONCLUSION

The ewolution of the Jewish Center movement in America, shows ia bold
relief that the Jewish people have always bdeen dssirous and abdle to meet the
nseds of fellow Jews, It is trus that "mo point of view, mo characteristic
pattern of thought, mo ideological foundatios® has emsrged from the Ceater
movemsnt, Therein lies its strength, Jmmowsky to the contrary notwithstan-
ding,

The pattsrn, the form that the Center took im each generation was dased
upon the needs of the people, When, ia the second half of the mineteenth
century, America was a growing nation with unikmown frontiers and untapped
resources, the Jews had prodlems, it is trus, bdut these problems were of a
different character, There had been no huge waw of immigration, There
was no depression, There m = great persecutions abroad, The Jews then
were interested in cultural and social affairs, The Young Mean's Hebrew
Associations that eprang wp at that tise, adequately met the requirements
denanded of them,

¥ith pogroms of Russia, and the great mass immigrations of the 1880's,
American Jewry took a more sober view of its commumal life, It was mecessary
to institute Americanisation classes, It was mecessary to form neighborhood
houses whers the bewildered masses of immigrants could gradually become attuned
to the new world, The poverty shich accompanied the immigrants' ignorance
of the language had to de allayed, The settlemeat house attacked the probdblem,
and Jewlsh philanthropy supnorted the pro ject,

However, the twentieth century saw a great decrease in immigration, The
Johnson Bill effectively put an end to America's 'Open Door' policy, Secomd

and third generations of American Jews began to appear on the scens, The Jew




had become a citizen of the United States,

T™he Jews kmw the language, They had been educated in the American
public school, They understood the teeming hustle and bustle of American
life, They had found their places in the ecomomic snd educatiomal scemes,

Their religious needs were met, more or less, by the Temple and the Symagogue.
A superficial survey of tie American scens might lead onme to believe that this
era neoded mo Jewish Center, Nothimg could be further from the truth,

T™he Jewish population was divided into many spheres of interest, On the
religious scale there wore conformists and mon-conformists, Of the conformists,
there were Orthodox, Conservative, and Beform, These weres Zionists, non-Zionists
and anti-Zionists. There were divisions based upon wealth, as well as native
origins, Surely an sgency of urity was mseded; a Ceater to which all the
various types of Jews could come and meet on common ground, Theee considerations
pointed the way, mot only for a Jerish Center, but for the type of Jewigh Center
which exists today,

It is this effort to maintain the equality of all that has caused certain
dissensions concerning the Center, ZXach faction among the Jews, religious,
political or social, has tried to remake the Center in its own image, The
Center has always refused to allow amyome type of thinking to gaim comtrol of
its policy, and has with equal vigor refused to taike sides, This, of course,
is one of the basic faults Janowsky finds with the Center, and perhaps a mote
of clarification is in place,

There are two points of view concerning the Center's stand mot to talm a
stand, Different Jews have differemt conceptions of Jewishness, whether it be |
connected with kashruth, Zioniss or anti-geaitism, Ome point of view is that
these differences are healthy, and should be allowed to work themselwes out,

The other point of view is that all Jevws must be kep together within some type
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of philosophic framework, or Judaissm will cease to exist, It is importaat
to note that the prime conceram of the former poinmt of view is the people,
The prime concern of the latter point of view is Judaies, with the people in
a subordinate position, It is, indeed, a philosophic chauvanism that makes
man a slave 0 & concept of mam, Ushappily, religionists have been prome to
fellow this point of view,

The feeling prevalent in the Jewish Cemter movement today is quite the
opposite, The professional woriers, by and large, believe that if any attespt
is mads to force Jews into a uniform philosophic framework, mamy will mot con=
form, asd will thus be cut off entirely from the group, No Center worier caa
view with equanimity the loss of a single Jew, merely because that Jew camot
fit himself into the "right® framework of attitude ordained by his peers,

Te Center delieves, and rightly so, that it is an agency of unity, Jews

with all shades of opinionm feel free, and wust contimue to feel free, to use it,

Should the Center taks a stand in any of these divergemcies, vhether it de
on Zionism, Orthodoxy or minimal requiremsnts of Jewish Coamtent, it will become
an agency of division 1like all the rest, and its goal would thereby be defeated,

The task of the Center is to work with all, It dare mot allow itself the
dubious luxury of declarimg one point of view to be the absolute right, to
which all of its members must conform, orbe cut off,

Thus the Center, im our time also, has risen to meet a definite need,
Howewer, the shape that it has assumed was dus equally as much to another
further consideration,

The Jewish Center is more than a place where all Jews can mect together,
It is more than a gymnasium and a club room. Its antecedent, the settlement

house, was & haven from the tremendous ecomomic problems of the oubside world,
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In a way, the Center is a haven from the personality problems of the outside
world, BPut it is more thaa that, A haven is a shelter, a restingplace ,
a fortress, but cutside the fortress the problems still remain, The Center
is now equipped with professiomally traised men and women who do more than
protect people, They prepare people to meet the prodlems that await them,
They help them to help themselwes,

A note of caution must de injected here, last the readsr derive from the
foregoing, & picture of the Center as a clinic for neurotics, Life is filled
with prodblems, Merely being alive presents certaim problems, DBeing Jewish 1s
an additional prodlsm. A small mimority of our population are imcapable of
solving their prodlems im a socially acceptable mammer, These few require
paychiatric help,

The vast majority of our population have made s more or less acceptable
adjustsent, The group worker attempte to help these people, bdoth young amd
0ld, to maike this adjustment im relation to the total personality, and ia
relation to the group, The adility to work with pecple was first a problem,
and now a science, Here in the Cenmter, a group of idsalistically minded,
splendidly trained workers have beea making a noble experimsat, It 1s based
upon the belief thet all problems are mot economic, Their experiment has been
to ses if they, with their training, can help boys anmd girls, and men and
women to solve their problems, The exparimsnt has been a success,

It is trus that the Temple has not always looked favorably upon the Center,
Par too often have spokesmen for the Templs expressed their dissatisfaction
with the Center, The ome outstanding fault they find with it, 1s in the matter
of Jewish Content, Perhaps it should be noticed that the question of Jewish

Content is raised by a certain group of people, while it never even dawns upon
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another group, The men on top, and the men outside talk incessantly about
Jewish Content, but rarely, if ever, is the question brought up by members of
the Jewish Center, It appears to be an issus which is not an issws, It is a
problem that exists im the minds of orators, but the worimrs have never felt
it to bs a problem from withism,

The form that Teample criticism most often tales i1s to be found in the
question: "What is Jewish about the Jewish Cemtert?* That Jewish people meet
there does not satisfy the requiremsnts of those sho pose the question, It
might be interesting to see if all those who ask this question, could decids
specifically what would make the Centsr Jewish, No doubt they could mever agree,
A certain rabbi who frowns on recreation, once exclaimed, upon besaring that
some boys and girls had gome to the Center to jitterbug: "What is Jewish about
Jitterbugzing?® A group worker replied: "That Jews are doing the jitterbuggzing."

However, in order to understand the nature of this antipathy, it is
necessary to strip from it any rstionalizations, It is the opinion of the
author, that the question of Jewish Conmtent is a rationalization, Indications

of thie wers given recently by a fleld secretary of the Jewish Welfare Board(75)

who stated that prior to the Janowsky Revort, the most common complaint heard
from the rabbis was that the Jewish Center lacked Jewish Content, Subsequent
to the Survey, however, and Janowsky's list of recommendations, the complaint
most often heard from the rabbis has been that the Center is encroaching upon
the province of the Temple,

Thus the Center is attacked both coming and going, More important than
the criticism, however, is the insight it affords us as to the cause of this
antipathy, May it not be thecass that the rabbi strongly feels that he has

mt performed hie task adequately? May it not be the case that the Temple is




» keenly aware that the Center might have sprung into existence to do the work
it had failed to do?

There is no historical dasis to the statement that the Temple's inadequacy
brought about the Jewish Center, Nor does the author wilsh to prove the truth
of that statement., The statement ie mentioned, mot becnuse it is a fact, but
because some rabbis believe it to be a fact,

Actually the radbi and the group worker are very fur removed from each
other., There are definite differences in approach to life which characterise
the tw professions, Howewver, it must be stated that, while these differences
exist in actuality, there is nothing in the definition of the term rabbi and
the term grow-worksr, that makes these differences necessary,

The firet major difference is in the ability to perform a job analysis,
The group worker is trained to define his bdoundaries, The raddbi receives no

such training, The group worker is prepared to say: "This activity, or problem

falls cutside the realm of my knowledge," The radbbi, so far as we can perceive,

is neither willing nor able to make that statement,
The second difference is that the rabbi is not aware of ome characteristic
of religion, He too often believes that his Temple should carry om the community
wide activities which are the province of the Center, This i1s dus to his failure
to see that his Temple is devisive, inasmuch as religion is devisive,
The Center is quite the opnosite, It is all embracing bdesause recreation is all
embracing, Tnhis factor must be recognized if rabbl and group werksr are to
learn to work together,
A third difference is that the rabbi, by his training, ies euthoritarian,
It has been pointed out that if the College has not made the rabbi authori-
tarian, his congregation has, It is he who says "yes" or "no", He is the

final arbiter who either does not, or camnot get off the pedestal upon which
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he has deen placed., The growp worksr, by his training, is incapadle of
saying "yes® or"mo®, Thw group worker says instead: "These are the factors
involved, now let us see irf we can reach a solution,*

Of course it is true that the above statssents constitute generalisations, ~
They are not, however, hasty generalizations. There are mmmy rabbis who,
fortunitely, do not fall inte this pattern, and there are group workers,
unfortmetely, who also do not fit the foregoing description, However, it is
the belief of the author, based upon seven years' experience of working both
with radbis and with group workers, that the majority of o th groups haw been
awply described,

The differences that exist meed not exiet, Moreover they meed mot lead
to sntipathy, Eap ily, hesdway is being made, In recent years, there have been
examples of five teamwork between the Temple end the Center,

In 1548 Cyril Slesnick, exscutive director of the Cincimnati Jewish Center,
sent a letter to all of the locel Temples and Synsgogues, in which he offered
the use of his pervices, If any rabbi wished to form a group of any type

within the comgregation, the Center would send him a professionally trained

worker to accomplish it, The worker would organize the group, The rabbi could
then take it over,

Another step in the right direction was initiated by Slesnick, He insti-
tuted, in 1948, a series of conferences with the officisls of the Eebrew Union
College, in the hope that all rabbinic students might receive a minimum of
group work training, It was his wish that a course in growp work might be
conducted by the College, Failing that, it was further boped that a plan might
be begum whereby all rabbinic students would do some group work at the Center,
under professional supervision, At this writing, the proposals have not been

acted uoon,
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Incidents like these give promise to a mew future where both group worker
and rabbl can togetber discuss the needs of the people, and together work
for the fulfillments of theees needs,

The Center is faced with many problems today. But it is aware of the

problems, These problems will be solved, as they have been in the past, They
will be solved according to the one principle which the Center has evolved,
end from which it has never swerved., It is the principle which has been the
cause of a great many of its conflicts with men of definite points of view,
It is also the principle which has made the Center strong and useful, Tat
principle is that the people are always the end, and never the meesns, People
are the medium with which the Center works, But the people are never tools
for ths Center to use, No comncept of life, mo imlividual point of view must
be allowed, if the people, theredy, are to suffer,

The goal of the Jewigh Center is the welfare of the people; mt Judaism,
not Zionism, not Ortbhodoxy, but the pecple - all the people, It will contimue
to serve the people, and work unceasingly to brimg about happy, well=zdjusted

persons out of the problem ridden men and women who avail themselves of its
facilities,
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A professional group worier, with a master's degree, receives a starting
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his death ia Angust 1920, Cyrus Adlerthen becams acting chairman until

J.W.E. became a permanent national Jewish agency, at which time Lehman
was elacted presideat,

The Jewish Center Field, Nathan Cohem, in Jeish Center reprint, 1941, p 1
J.W.B, Sarvey Table 6, p 162

Ivid

Ibid

Ibid, Table 7, p 164

Ibid Tsdle 8, p 165

Ibid Tadle 9, p 166

Mizutes, Wise Osnter Board, May 24, 1927

Resolution of merger, passed unanimously at Sinton Hotel Twesday, July 30,
1929, = umpublished

Wise-Rockdale Center mimutes Dec. 16, 1929, unpublished

Ibid TFedb, 1930 d
leisure Time Nee urces of the Jewish Community of Ciacinnati
Helen R, Jeter p 49 = Jeter Report

Unpublished letter as stated,
Merger Agreement - unpubl ighed
Statement of merger -~ umpublished
Jeter Report p 72

Independent Study of the N,J,W,PB, Survey Commission Report - Werth Study p 3
Ibid p 2
Ivid p 2

J.,¥. B, Survey p 267
Ibid p 264

Werth Study p 1
Ivid p 1

Ibid P 3
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Ibid p 13

David Bonder, Mid-west Field Secretary of J.VW.E., in statement March 1949
at Hebrew Union College
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