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BUSilrESS LIJ!1E IN :PAT.iESTilIB. 

In oonsidering the subjeot of business life in Palestine 

of the p e:riod of the first two centuries of the Common Era, we 

find that it is necess 13-ry to make clear at onee the scope and 

meaning of the term "business life." To take the narrower mean-

j,ng .of oomuercial activity as reflected in, and lJOntributed to 

by organised 'businesG ·institutions, would hardly suit the present 

purpose of giving a general survey of the business activities 

in Palestine of the period mentioned, wherever such are found. 

Thus, we will find it proper to consider the whole general field 

of buying, i.:-Jelli.ng, producing, and related activities not merely 

as parts of an organised bus:i.ness structure (which we have today 

and which, as such, did not exist in ancient Palestine ), but 

as we :finc1 them engaged in upon farm, in store, shop, or :factor;y, 

in i:1treets, or even in private houses; all as more or less in-

di vi dual eff'orts with but llttl e relation one to another and, 

at best, only organised in a most elemental manner. In this way, 

we will present a picture of the business life of the count1~y, 

which willji:nclude not only a consideration of business activities 

of the actual agents of business, but those of the contributing 

and. assisting factors in the world of comn-:erce, such as the 

professional. worker, the skilled worker or artisan, the unskilled 
\ 

laborer, and even the slave. We thus hope, thru the rnecl.ium of 

this picture of the bus:i.ness life, to reflect something of the 

state of the - economic backgrouncl. of the life of the people '\.:vho 
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dweljl in J?alestine. during the period under consideration. 
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AGRIOULTU~~~· 

With this in mind, we may proceed at once to the treat ... 

ment of the business of agriwlture, perhaps the most important 

part of ~usiness life in Palestine. Small and broken up by 

topographical irregularities as the country was, it was never

theless intensely cultivated and made to pr.oduce all that it 
' 1' 

was possible to secure from the s'oil• Altho we. find that . 

· /. 1I'alestine is usu.ally geographically divicled into three sections, . 
Juclab:, Galilee, arid Trans-Jordania, with accompanying differences 

in the products of each, we shall however deal with the products 

and connected business activity. of the country as a whole. ]1or 

even then the whole country is not of very great extent and 

· terri.torial. differenc~es are therefore not apt to be many, or 

greatly marked. Lilcewise, we find that topographical di:ffer

ences ( 7 n - hill-or mountain-country, i1~9lU - lowland, 

valley-country ) a.ff ect the soil products, but only 

in so far as some products are particu:J.ar:J,y noted in having 
2 

come from so me certain district of the country. Yet, this 

does no~form a sufficient distinction to merit it separate 

treatment. 

Despite the smallness of the country, we fiml that 

Palestine had; a rather well-developed agriculture. A large 

----------·--------·---
1. Del. - J.A.L. p. 26. 

-

2. Bice. 1: 10 fl'jH'.l~l.W - '.l'OS • Bice. 1:5 -

D"yll~ 
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variety of grains was, raised. sufficient not alone for home 

consumption, but probably providing as well for the exporta-
2 

tion of g_uantities to foreign lands. If we can infer anything 

:from the large number of garden ... products, the Palestinian far-

mer did not concentrate alone on grain .... rais ing, but gave mueh 
3 

of his time and land to truck .. farming. Fru:i.ts, al tho l"lmited 

·1n variety (as compared with the modern abundance ) were also 
4 

given their share of attention by the cultivators of the land. 

This is particularly so in the case of olive- and vine-raising 

and palm-tree cultivation (date-palms), vvhioh cons ti tu tea. very 
5 

important farm-industries of the country. 

l. Kil. 1:1-9 gives a rather complete list of the grains; also 
Jviae.s. l: 1-8 

5:8 
Maas. Sh. 1:4 
Orl. 3:7 
.Lists of which a:re to be found in Appendix A. 

2. D'rnai 2:4; 5:6; speaks of ilK'l.lJ1 "l:Jlnl ,JP~H9"Vi1 _ as 
wholesalers in grain; dealers who dealt in large quantities. 
~rheir business might, however. have been only domestic; yet, 
She bi 6: 5 might inclicate that produce and oil were exported. 

3. Kil. 1: 1 ... 9. 
Orl. 3:7 

4. Ibid. 
Also , Maas • l: 4 ; 2 : 5 , 6. 

5. Jos. Wars 3:3;3 - (especially in Perea). 
" 

11 3:10;8 - (especially in Gennesareth). 
Kraus - T.A •• Vol. II. p.214, par. 177. 

Die Dattlepalme und der Olbaum sind die Hauptreprasen
tanten der alten Jnora des h.Landes (L.~W, Graph. 
Re qui s • l , 8 2 ) • 
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We find that olive-trees grew in all parts of Palestine; 

those, however. that '\JVere most productive were to be found in 
1 2 

Galillee. We also find that l)erea was likewise adaptable to 

the culture of the olive-tree. A number of cities in various 

parts of the country were especially noted as sources for the 
3 

olive-oil supply of the country. Tekoa is credited with first 

place as the olive-oil center, with Regeb in Perea as second 
4 

and Giscala in Galilee as third. It is of interest to note 

that it was Jobn of ~iscala who is credited with having profited 
5 

well from a clever deal in oil. 

AJ.tho the kinds of olives are roughly divided into two 

groups JnW "'.TI 1 t - oil olives and DJ 1J~ 1 n,~ -eating 

olives) we find that there were a number of varieties taking 
6 

their names either from the place of their production or from 

--------- _________ ; __ ..... ______ ________ 
1. Men. 85 b. 

Jos. - tife, Chapt. 13; Wars, 2:21;2. 

2. Jos. Viars, 3:3;3. cf. Bico. 1:10 

3. Tos. Men. 9:5 
'.1.1os. Men. 8:3 

4. ~1 0s, Men. 9:5, known as - 17n UJ1]) 

5. Jos. ·~vars 2: 21; 2. John of Giscala had monopoly in oil. 

6. Peah 7 : 1 -

(Tos. Peah 3:9)-'J1)9llJ .fff-

Netofah olivo (or oli.ve that 
dripped o i.1). 
Shifkhon olive (or olive that 
yielded much oil). ( ) 

( J.Peah ?:20a-} - 'JWl. J'ff- Beshan olive (or either rich 
olive or dry olive, - see J.Peah 
20a top). 
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1 

the quality of the fruit. The quality of the oil depended 

not alone on the kind of olive, but more upon the state at 

which it was gathered and the stage of the pi'essing from which 
2 .··: 

it came. 

Besides the use of the olive as a source of oil it was 

in itself an important food. In fact, the olive mu.st have been 

a rather popular fruit p for they were sold. at places where 
1:1: 

numbers of people were in the habit of congregating. Here, 

as in modern resorts, stalls must have been placed nearby 
5 

where they were convenient and attractive to the passers-by. 

. ( 
1. Kel. 17:8 - ( 

Ab Zar 2: 7) 
Tos.Ab Zar 4:8) 

Men. 8:3 
Tos. Toh. 

) 
10:12) 

1 11]>~ - med. sized olive 
10n~- med. sized olive - see Ber. 39a, 

phrps. another name 

rn~w - olives which came free from 
kernels easily. 

shrivelled olives 
for oil. 

- not used 

Ibid ll: 5 lrTI'f wild olives. 
Jer. Peah 7:20a - a superior kind of olive. 

2. l!Ien. 8:4 - three are gatherings of olives and three stages 
of pressing from which oil is secured. 

Men. 8: 5 - quality evaluated there. 

3. Which was used for food, unguent, medicine, lighting-fuel -
See (Kraus - T.A., Vol.II - p.226). 

','--- n 97' - an olive by-product of the waste rmlp after 
the pressing, was used as a fuel also - Sabb.4:1 

4. Kraus (T.A. Vol. II - p.229), maintains, however, that 
olives were sold at b.houses, as a means of securing fresh 
oil :for anointing the body after bathing - he q_uotes h.laas.4:1 
in support. 

5. 'l'os. Hb •. Zar 4:8 J1l.M~n1n .,nn9 7~ 0"'1'.)l'.l3i1 rn'Jwn Q,Jl,~ 

I' 

ff 
![ 

I 
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'fhe industry of olive-culture received severe set-backs 

during the destructive days of the Hadrianic Wars, when the 

whole land was more or less O.evastatea.. But this industry, 

apparently a very vital and important one in the country, soon 

recovered from the blows of the war, so that the olive was again 
l 

an article of o onsiderati on in the produce of the country. , 

(Herzfeld L., :i.n his Handelsgeschichte quotes Plin. 15:4 to 

the effect that :the olives of Dekapolis were s ent as far aa 

Italy.). 

The wine-industry, to this day perhaps the most important 

in Palestine, was not less so in early days. All parts of the 
2 

country were adaptable to vine-culture; the hill-country was 

terraced for the purpose, but valley-land was most suitable 
3 

for the needs ·of the vi.neyara.. First in.importance as a wine-

centerr was Keruchin, with Beth Himah and. Beth Laban, Signa, 
4, 

and Aziz :t'ol.J.owing in order of importance. 

---------·-....... ----·----... ---· 
L # 

1. J. Pe ah 7: 20a top i1J.WJ'C11 ~ 1.x ~or ,..., -,n~ ~7 a~r 11 un ,n~ 
~1~ f1~1' ~J Jl~ r10ill ~Ul1il UH'~li}( J('1UJ r1l~ll O'JP 'ti\ l'il _x?iu 

• llO.JU/ p1'J W' )"l~U o•n1 tiHll l'W.J~ 

2. ShebL 3:8,~) Men .. 8:6 

3 .. Sharon a.nd Carmel and Gennesareth vallies were greatly 
farmed. See Nid.d. 2:7. Tos. Nidd. 3:4; Uidd. 2la; 
Sabb. 77a. Tho Rishon l'Zion Vineyards in the Sharon 
Valley are famous even today. 

t.J: • Men • 03 : 6 
(Krauss cites 

Vol. 
Kil. 6:3) 

.. 
Ed. Le·W.e - lJien. 8: 11 - in note 509 - :p. 603, 
II} 

! . 
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Not always was the product of the vineyard converted at 

once into wine. We know that the grarJes were often carried 
1 

to the market to be solc1. there and it is quite possible that 2 

like other f:rui ts they were also sold. direot from the v j.neyara.s,: 

as dp many small growers and fai·mera today. The wine, hmvever, 

was the product of greatest commercial importance. 
3 

It was sold 

locally at the rflarkets for retail consumption and shipped 
4 

as a principal article of the export trade. 
6 

soured. wine, (made so either by accident or 

mar1y pJ.aees 
5 

Vinegar, or 
'7 

pur1~os ed ) was< a useful by-product of the wine industry. 

to 

It 

was usecl not alone in cooldng, but is recommended as a refresh-
8 

ing beverage as we 11. 

-----... - ... -·-..... -~--~ _______ ., ____________ _.., ____ -· ---·---

1. Tos. Toh. 11:1 

2. Maas. 2:5 

3. ~'os. Ab Zor, 4:12 - speaks of retail sale and wholesale 
li8 'VVelJ. • 

4. Ibid.; and see Klausner - J. of N. , p.186. 

5. Ned. 6:9 mentions .n"Jll1D t'n1n (vinegar made from 
li::J.te f1·ui ts) , also j.n 'l'er. 11: 2, do we find mention 
of O' n10n 1" - a beverage made of apple juice-
poss i.bly cider. 

6. Gitt. 3:8; Sand lOla 

7. lfon. 8:7 Tos. 1:2 - vinegar made from ll'lJl 
husks of pressed grapes). 

-(the 

8. J. ~~bb. l4:14d ------- ... ~-------

'111 
''f 

~~-------------------......... . 
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Other fruits that formed part of the general stock-in
!ll 

trade were the figs and dates, in part1fi.cula1". ~~1hey were on 

sale in the markets ahd bought as they were in small quanti ti.es 

were undoubtedly an important art'lcle of daily food. lifany 

were likewise packed. and pressed into cakes, thus forming a 
3 

convenient shipping product. 

Cattle-raising as an extensive trade in I'alestine was 

not possible due to the natural limitations of the le.ml and to 

the :restricted. demand for animal prod.ucts, since meat was 

eaten but littlE!, as a rule, in the Brient and, once the 

cattle were slaughtered, the meat was diffj.cult to preserve. 

Still, herding of small stock was quite possible in the rocky 

portions of the country, as sheep and goats are hardy animals 

and suited. to the rough nature of the land. In fact, the 

herding of small stock was considered a profita.ble busj.ness 
4 

and recommended as one way in. which to become rich. These 

----------.. --·---·---·-----
1. - a date product called. d.ate honey; 

apparently a substitute for bees 1 

honey - Ned. 6:9; Ter. 11:8 

2. Maasr. 2:1-6 - posaibly due to economic depression or 
scarcity of figs and other fruits, only 
small quantities could be bought at one 
time. 

3. Maasr. 2:7 

4. OJrnllin 84 a, 84b - i'ij'T iH'lil:J.:::i ~·ro~P -,u;~JrW ;i~nn 
Altha there was a prohibition against raising small cattle 
in l'alestine (B.Kam. 7:7), i.t ie1 however, expressly 
stated there that such cattle could be ralsed in the 
wild. places. 

) 

2 

I 
1 

' . ; I 
: 'i 



small and hardy animals were advantageous from two angles, 

one as a source of food, providing quantities of dairy prod.ucts 

much eaten in the Orient, and furnishing the wool for the 
l 

manufacture of articles of clothing and general fabrics. 

Of the two animals generally herded. the goat was considered 

the better, probably due to its hardier nature. 

rjarge cattle, such as cows and oxen, were always held 
2 

at a premium. As the beasts generally used for the heavy 

farm work, they were much in demand and we find that lending• 

borrowing, and hiring of an.imals for periods of time, as they 
3 

were needed, were common practices. As beasts of' bm·den, 
4 

the ass and the mule were then even, as in this day , the 

most relied upon animals. and were particularly adapted. to 
5 

the poor and na1·row paths and roads of ancient communicatJ.on. 

----.. ·-------~--...... -. -· --.. -------
1. B. Kama 10:~; Kraus '.11.A., Vol. I, p.138. See also 

not es 107··J.1J.. 

11W iYY.lD.J.J.IJJ 1n11b 

3. B.Metzs. 8:1,2; 6:3-5; Kraus T.A., Vol.II, :p.116 -
takes this as an tndic at i.on of the poverty of 
the people; it may also merely indj_cate the 
scarcity o:f cattle as naturally existant in a 
small country. cf. B .Kama 7: 7 and Bartii.nora rs 
comment thereto. 

Also the fact that conscription of animals for the 
gove rnrnent forced labor seems to have been common, 
is to be considered in this connection. (See 
B. Metzs. 6:3). 

4 .. Ho..fses not so much in use and we re usually imported for 
. use at court a1ul in warfare. 

) 
5. Kraus T.A., :p.117. 

Ass-drtvers were known as a group of unreliable 
fellows - not trusted - D('.Jmai 4:: 7. 

i . 

I • I' 

I : , 

! :· 

:( 

\ 
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Cattle..:.dealing was apparently a rather important bm1ine:;;is. 

In Jerusalem we :f:incl a 1narlCE-;t r·r..na9 ~UJ rlu.l ) devotecl to 
l 

the purpose and considerabihe legislation bearing on the .sale 
2 

of animals to an idolater which would indicate that the 

business was quite extensive. Of the by-products of cattle-

raising. we have first those of the dairy. milk and cheese, 

(goats' milk in particular) consumed as an ·article of diet by 
.. 3 

all (even of therapeutic value). 'l'he wool was of commercial 

value as a native raw material suitable for all sorts of. 

manufacture. '.L'he 1Nool-dealers are likewise credited with a 
tl 

market in J~rus o.lem, and W1Lhear of ·where they, in combina-

tion with the dyers, formed a so rt of monopoly upon the trade, 

demanding a share :i.n all the business that came into the city 
~ 

from the outside. The meat of slaughtered animals was to be 

bought and sold, as a rule, in the mark:ets. 1'he hides repre

sented a valued source of material and were used for the 

making of sacks, clothing, shoes, coverings • harness, and 
6 

parchment.. 'The hides were either pre:pared at home• or _were 

---- -------·-----... -.. ~--·----.. ----~--~------

1. Erub. 10: 9 ( \vrongly given as Erub 8: 9 in Klausner - J. o-g N. 
p.176, note 8) .. '.l1hie taken l)y sorne to re:fer 
to IJe rfumer 's mart, but is to be more accurately 
translated as cattle-dealers' market - see 

_/ Klausner, as above. 

2. B.Metz. 1:6,7. 

3 e Makhs h. 6 : 5 ; To s • B • 1'..Ie ts • 5 : 4 
Tos. 3: 3 

) 

4. Erub. 10: 9 - ;vn D1 "">nl£ 17lll 'f'HIJ ">UJ1" 1 0P '11 - the 
confusi~n here as to whether it was a cattle- or wool
dealers mart vvould ind.teat e that both were sold at same 
market, as would. seem natural. 

See Jos. -Warst 5:8;1 

5. Tos. B.Meta. 11:24 
6. Kel. 24:12; 26:5. 

'?'~ 'J J<'.J.' 1U ffjHl ~.'.) 1111? f ~ :t.!:Vill f'1rJ!S7'l r~lln 
.11. rgmUJ 131'1.:J> il'\113 



1· 

>.,o"'-' 

·- .. ~.,~--

12. 

sent to the leather worker or tanner ( ~i1Y or 'l0Tl1 ) 
' 

who either dressed the hides for a fee, or who bought them 
l 

and resold them after their being properly tanned. Amo:hg 

other parts of the animal that were used were the horns, 
2 

which we re made in to music al inst rumen ts. Alre~d.y the ancienps 

had learned the care of our modern packing houses, where 

nothing is wasted. 1.i1he blood of animals that were slaughtered 

was found to be a valuable fertilizer, and v\JD,S rnarketed to 
3 

the gardeners. 

With reference to the agri.cultural and cattle-raising 

occupations, we have a great abundance ·of legislatton affect

ing and controlling the 0 omc:.ercial activities bound. up with 

them. But, sinoe this legislation is ·prinarily of a religious 
' 

nature and,, ~s such, is r1part from the matter of 'business 

laws and ethics· (to be treated later), we wi 11 not dweW.1 up on 

any exposition of it here. 'l'he laws ofl·:laaser (tit.h1.ng), 

Bikkurim (first-fruits), D' mai (doubtful' things), ancl etc. , 

may have imposed many d.uties upon the farmer and the dealer 

in thei.r products, yet ·we ean hardly say that they were laws 

of business. 

Hunting and fishing were carried on as trades in a 

----- --,..__,·-·-----------· ---
./ 

1. Krauss, ~.L' .A. , Vol. II, p. 259 
il.Kl7Ji - worker and dealer in leather 

(trans. by Jastrow) would tndicate 
as much. 

) 
2. The 1Nord r'i' is used both for the animal horn and 

the instrument. See ulso Krauss, T.A., Vol.III,p.96. 

3. Yomah 5:6 ~1t7 rJn'J r1JYB1 - altho this 
_ deals with the blood of sacrifices, sine e it was 

the :praotice to se1J1the blood from such, no doubt 
the blood of other slaughtering was likewise sold 
and us ed. 
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limited way in PaJ.estine, but never to any great ext en~, 
1 

as to be of cormnercial importance. 

___________________ ____,..___ _____ _ 
1. Herzfeld, J~., discusses hunting and fishing in his 

11 H~indelsgeschid;,te/} on page 105, and. Krauss, in his 
r'Talmudische Archaologie, on pages 143-J.1±6. 

!'1 

I 
) 

l 

I . 
I, I 
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CHAPTBR TWO. -
BUS IW£~SS LIFlU IN S~I10R8 ~ND .§JiOF. 

In general commercial life, we notice that business 

activities center around. or in certain d.efinite places 

provided for the transaction of business. So, in Palestine, 

barter ana. sale was carried on in stores and shops, in markets, 

and tbru travel:i.ng merchants and peddlars. Stores were J.001;;1.ted. 
1 

wither i.n the dwelling or courtyard of the owner, or in 

districts set aside aa the lJus:i.ness sect ion of the city. 
2 

3 
Of st ores, we :eind mentl on of quite a variety, the green

7
-grooer, 

4 5 6 
the baker, the dyer• the carpenter, and the butcher - - all 

had their shops. We also hear of' the wine-shop where, perhaps, 
8 

like in an Euro1)ean caf'e, food was al.so sold. There was, 

however. the food. anc1 sweet-shop, also ( IW'79 ), where 
9 

confections were sold. ~'here the shop-1ceeper or salesman ( 1 3130) 

---~-------·----·--· - ... _ -

L. B.Bath f~: 2 

2. Ibid 2:3 

3. ·Tos. l\!Iakhsh. 3:9,10 

4-{ B.Bath 2:3 
, .. 
o. Ibid .. 

6. Toa. B.~ama, 6:25 

7. Chullin\ 95a. 

B. Ab. Zar. 5:5; Tos. B.Mets. 3:27 

9. Koh. R._to 1:18. 
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and sometimes. it was the saJ.eswoman - ( 

15. 
l 

Jl 1 3Hn ) - soJ.d 

their wares .• These stores at the best were never very large, 

but. wer"<~ really little more than enclosed stalls or bazaar.st . 
as found.. thruout ·the Orient today. . The market was a 1 a.rger 

. 2 
affair, either devoted to the sale of general merchandise, . 

in the mamier of a permanent fair, or was given over to the 
3 

exclusive use of· one gr01ip or kind of merchants. A number 

of cities were noted for the markets which were located in 

them; and in Jerusalem. ln particular t due no doubt to the 

large number of visitors there, markets and stores were, nu-
4. 

. merous.; Special daps were set aside as market days 9 as. is 
5 

the custom in the markets of many modern 01.ties. 'I'ha tern-

porary fair 9 on a large scale, was also held in various cities" 
6 

and was an important rnercha.ndis ing center. Besides, those 

merc~hahts who had fixed places for the sale of their goods, 

the pedcllar and traveling meruhant, helped in the distribution 
7 

of merchandise. These would travel from place to place and 

------·----
. l. Keth. 9:4 

' "r@ 
2. Krauss, T.A. Vol.II., p.356, ['Ab 

p17"t!>p ... another term for re tail 
Zar. 4:12 (mentions the 
mB,rket}. .Us--o..-.Arakhin,.Ji:.,~ .. "L-

3. Jos. Wars 5:8;1 ; 2:19;4 ; Bets. 5,a. Makhsh 6:2 

4. See· Kraus T.A., Vol. II, p. 356; also Ker. 3:7 speaks of 
_ _/ market of l!)nmaus. 
Herz·feld, Handelgeschichte, p. 145 

5. B.Bath. 22a 

6. Krauss, T~A., Vol. II., p.356; also Tos. Ab.Zar. 1:5; 
Ohullin 9la - OL~n~ '7lll t 7 7"Q>N, also Kerttk~tb. 3:7 

7. Mas sr. 2: 3, :pe ddlar of baking D'mai 5:4. 

'I 
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pedclle their wares, and it seems that thru them the early 

Jewish girls were able to secure trinkets and other feminine 

adornments, even as the e:'1rly settlers in America would depend 
1 

on the Jewish pedtilar for like articles. 

The ancient Jewish mer chant had two main s our c es o:f 

supply for hhi stock in trade. With the smaller merchant, as 

a rule, it vva.s the custom for him to make the articles which 

he sold. ~L1he artisan was also the merchant selling not a 

large variety of goods, but merely a few kinds, and sometimes 

only that one a1·ticle which he manufactured himself. The 

merchant who did business on a somewhat larger scale was the 

one who was dependent upon importation as the source of his 

supplies. We can readily imagine :t;hat a rather lively export 

and import trade was carried on, es peoially when we consider 

tha.:t 11 rnore than half of the articles of commerce enumerated 
2 

by Herzfeld came from ab road. 11 We also are impressed by 

the numerous references thruout rabbinic literature, to ships, 

sailing, and sailors, and can deduce from them that shipping 

was carried on extensively, exporting the surplus of Pales-

tinian p:r:·oducts and importing the many things that the country 
3 

could,i.n nowise fm.·nish itself. Another source of supplies 
._/ 

for articles of trade was the factory, which, as such, was 
. 4 

developed in a limited way as a place where an artisan would 

1. B.Bath 22k_ 

2. Klausner, J.of N., p. 186 

Jl l'Y"Y l r1·-,.nnn r~:in1 

. ~.Kl\lJ, Jll51'7 J"l~P 

3. Kel. 15:1; Tos. Ter. 2:13, also Herzfeld, Hundelgesohichte, 
PP• 149-53. Also Ab. Zar. 5:2; Nid. 50a - R.Akiba 
connected with shipping; also Kraues,T.A. ,Vol.II,p.355 

I 
I 

J 
/ 

4. Klausner, J.of N., p.178 1 
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the main imlustry there centered). 

Magdala 
2 

~11 Y1.J..~ 711>n ) , known as a dyeing center, Kefar, 
3 

Hananya and Siohnin, famous for their potteries, 

J?ro bab ly Amaki was 
6 

known as the center of the shoe-mFiking industry. :r,ydda was a 

city noted for its merchants ( 117 7 "'J Jill ) , who were re -
7 

puted for their cleverness and their charging of high prices. 

Of the methods of increasing or attracting business, the 

aneient merchanP was not entirely ignorant. .f.!'or one thing, 

he knew that an a ttraotive shop would draw custom; he therefore 
8 

did some' int'erior;,; as well as exterior decorating to his store. __________ _........_ ...... · .. - ... - ... _ .. __ , _____________ _ 
1. Klaus ne r , J. of N. , p. 118 

2. J.Maasr. 3:50 c top. 

3. Tos.i:i.,[ets. 6:3; B. Mets 74a 

4. Koh. Raba to 1:18 

5.J.B.Bath 111:3 

6. Kel 26:1 
also 

7. B. l\fo ts • \ 
4:3. 

1 '";) l'.l Y ';J I 3 'b 
1 ~ ")-r'J 'rr .J t> 

See also Bartinoro to this. 

8. B.Iviets. 69b; Bets. 5a; AbZar. 1:4 probably refers to non
Jewish shops, whlch were decorated with wreaths. 
Tos.Makhsh. 3:9 - wares were displayed on outside 
of store. 
B.Kama 6:6 - stores were lighted with lamps. 

; ! ! 
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• 

Prizes or premiums were also given away as an advertisement, 

particularly to attract the children. Orc'3d.i t and a charge 

·account were features that :the storekeeper then ple,ued at the 

disposal of his customers. Indeed, from the .Mishna io passage 

telling of the Divine systc1m of credit and. collections, we 

might easily imagine that the credit business already in those 

days was conducted along the lines of the present day install

ment house, characterised principally by the thoroness of thei1· 
l 

means of collection. It is quite possible that one of the means 

most practiced to secure added business was the age-ol.d one of 

price-cutting, altho, no doubt. efforts were made to control 
2 

the practice by having fixed prices. Art iole:s bearing the 

trademark of, or being sold under the maker's name, were also 

sold anc1 being known as such inoreased the sales of the maker 

for his product, as in the case of stoves of earthenware, where 
3 

we find mention of two kinds, Aknai 's stoves and Ben Dinai 's 
4 

stoves. .Bakers,likewise.were in the babit of either marking 

or making their product so that it could be identified as com-
5 

ing from one baker or the other. It seems that the store-

keeper acted also as a banker or depository for his customers, 

a.s an added l~·onvenience to them. 
6 

Employers oould send their 

·--
1. Ab. 3:16 

2. B • 1v1ets. 4:12 

3.Kel 5:10 ( s~e 11os. Y.T. to this also). 

4. Ibid and. Bartinoro to Kel 8:9 

5. D'mai 5:4 

6. B.lvletzia 3:il -(1'his woo a common practice of storekeepers 
until modern times, of. the last few generations, 
when banks have become so prevalent). 

' ,/ 
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workmen with orders to the storelceepe r for goods to be charged 

to their account. This was another convenience offered by the 

ancient storekeeper. 2.1his is to be compared wlilth the "company 
1 

store" in small industrial towns today. 

( A.1 tho one would expect that the m1cient merchant had 

complete :fteedom in the concluct o:f his business, we find that 

it was quite to the contrary. Custom and law regulated his 

business to an even greater extent, proportionately, than we 

notice prevalent toclay. Vfuat exactly constituted a transaction, 
2 

just what exchanges had to take place, were clearly defined. 

When an article was sold, what as a necessary part went with it 

as part of the sale, as for instance what went with a ship, 

when it was sold, the es sent j. al parts, mast, sail, anchor, e to., 

was all explicitly determined, so that the chances of taking 
3 

advantage of some innocent ~party were thus materially lessened. 

Then, in the whole matter of cheating, (weights and meaauxes 

were carefully protected and 
5 

4 
guarded from being false ) , over-

reachi~1g or overcharging, •.'the re were laws to control and govern 

such practices. Even the matter of the return of a. purchase 
6 

was provided for, and permitted by law. 

l. Shevoth 7:5 B. Mets.9: 12 

2. B.Metzia 4:1 

3.B.Bath 5:1-5 

4. B.Mets. 3:7T8; B.Bath 5:10-ll 

5. B • Met s • 4 : 4 .. 10 , 12 • 

6. B.Mets. 4:3,6. 

Deception in selling 

'\ 
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. was strongly condemned, and. not alone the deception of fellow-
1 

Jew, but even in strong.er terms the deception of the non-Jew. 

Yet we do know that deceptions of many sorts were practiced, 

particularly i.n the matter of dilution, adulteration, and 
2 

falsifying of products of food and drink. However, especially 

in the case o:f:' the necessities of life, every effort was made 

to protect the consumer by watching the quality of the goods 

sold and keeping the prices fixed to a normal level, less re-

gard being paid to the demands of the producer than to those of 

the consumer. (With the matter of present day farmers' demands 

before us we see this attitude of the ancients to "be the very 

opposite of the one held generally today). Any action, if 

taken, that might cause a rise in market prices, was generally 
3 

avoided. Dealing in "futures" was likwwise limited, sine e an 

agreement to sell could not be made until the market prices 
' 4 

had been published. In general, the effort was made to fix 

the marJet prices, not to create a monovoly, but rather to 

estab~ish a normal standard, which would be as low as possible. 

An interesti.ng feature of ancient business control was the 

market-master, or market-overseer ( tfr-rY'? h~~ , ~H.J./ 'l~:i , -p1 tJJ :r1 ) • 

His duties were to especially watch the sale of necessities, 

to safeguard their putity, to keep their prices normal, to inspect ______ ... ______ _ 
11 1f 

l. See S.J3ernfeld., Judische Geshaftsmoral -Das Lieht -Vol.7 
pp.9,l(_),18,24,25, Tos. 13.lCama 10:15 .inn ,li'ifl Jl«' 'Hl/\il 

QWJn 
1n'7 1 n '39rl 'up ~l'l>Y.l 'lJJil 1nn -nl'ln , 'J7>'7 ·rtm11 

2. See Krauss, T.A. Vol.II, p.369 

3. Taan. 2: 9 B.Bath 8b 

. ' . ~: .... · 

i \ 
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the weights and measures, and in other ways to protect the. 
1 

welfare of the public. 
2 

one. 

His office was an highly respected 

Zoning laws have been hailed as the mark of a modern 

city. Yet, they were not unlcnown in ancient Palestine. For 

there, already, laws had been· made restricting the location of 

certain bui:;Ltiesses and factories to particular sections of the 

city. Likewise, a business which might be constituted a 

nuisance or a detriment to another business, was legislated 

i 

" \ 

\ 
\ 
\ 

~.,, 3 
'for, and restricted as to location. ..... ~ .... .,..._,,.--:.:.,\ 

'.l.1he business man is today respected in most quarters. 

And, for the Jew, some consider it the only natural occupation. 

Many have contended that the Jew was fitted for nothing else, 

and we even know of .Sombart 1 s fa.Li.ous work, (Dle. Juden und das 

Wirstshaftsleben - The Jews and Modern Capital ism) , which 

sought to prove that the Jew was by nature suited to be the 

bus ihess man and so constituted as to be the natural people to 

ev~l~e the id·ea and system of modtern capitalism. 1l1his case 

has, of course, been greatly argued about so that it will only 

be necessary for us to briefly comment upon the matter, and for 

the rest, to refer to the sources in literature in order to. 

complete our survey here of . the oond it ions of. business life 

. and activity in ancient Palestine. In the classical passage 

------
l. :u.Dem 2: 22 \c top 26 ~H1 "l . .:nn JWi1'7 1'~.Y pJ1YT1 ~1'T1> tHO'HJli~ 

Tos. Kel 6:19 - as examiner of wine IJ.1os. Ab. Zar.,:63.s 
taster of wine. B.Bathia 89a - ri Jll'TIMt 1U,p1X 

o ~ ..,~ 111 '7 ri nrrn~ 
2. Ktauss, T.A. Vol.II, p.373 -.contrasts him with the tax

gb.therer and duty-collector who v'\ere greatly disliked. 

3. B. Bath 2: 2,3,8,9. 
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on this subject in rabbinical literaturet we c:ertainly find 

no approving word for those engaged j_n, or seeking to enter 
l 

commercial life. 'I1he statement of Habb i Gori on condemns 

the business man among others as being engaged in a thievish 

occmpation and advit::ies against a father teaching his son to be 

one. For a complete review of this matter and a criticism of 

Sombart 1 a theories, we can consult Moses Hoff'man' s "Judentum 
2 

'limd Kapita.lismusen Of course, the question arises then, 

whence the cause for all the business activity engaged in by 

the Jew of ancient times, even as given here before. We must 

recognize that, first of all, commercial life is necessary for 
• 

the maintenance of any people, and it is na turih.l that the 

native of a land should be interested to some extent in the 

commerce of his country. Yet, in Palestine, we know that much 

of th~ commaruial activity that was carried on was thru the 

agency of foreigners, :particularly the Greeks.-' In fact:, many 

of the terms that were used in trade language were Greek terms 

tak~n: over into the Hebrew. 
3 

From this we can readily see that 

commerce was not the chief, nor the most h1.ghly regarded oc-
4 

cupation of the ancient Jew. It has been remarked by writers 

---------------.. -----·--------- .. $o·----·---
l. Kidd 4:14 

2. See also, Edersheim, Sketchew of Jew. Soc .. Life, pp.201-205. 
Delitzsch, J.A.L., PP• 25,27,29. 
Klausner, J~ of N., p. 185. 

11 

3e Klausner, J~ of N., pp. 184-85; Schurer , the Jew P. in times 
of J.C., II Div., Vol. I., .pp. 37, 41. 

I 
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on this subject that in all of the sixty-three tractates of 

the Talmud scarcely a word occurs in approval of commerce as 
l 

a desirable occupation. 

In connection with this discussion, it is of' interest 

to know the treatment accorded to those who engaged in the 

so-called "shady" occupations in bus:i.ness life. Usurers, gam

blers, and. slave-dealers were debarred from the giving of 
2 

testimony. This was a stern measure, indeed, against un ... 

lawful business, which flourishes today despite the laws for

bidding it, all bee aus e our best citizens are engaged in it. 

Money, as an article of commone use, was not employed 

or circulated in ancient Palestine to any great e,xtent. Money 

was ooined in var:i.ous a;np.;varying denominations, and was used 

particularly by the people in the cities; the peasant folic, as 

a rule, having but little of it and acquiring their few neces

s:i:fies thru barter. But the money that was used had to have 

some distributing place, somewhere to which to bring it, and 

s ~etvher e from which to receive it. :b1or such simple :purposes, 

a rather elementary sort of banking was carried on. 1'he banker, 

known as i.:sn7lll, b'-cD'091l9 , 11~·11n':l, usually acted as 

a money-changer, giving small coin'i3 for larger ohes, and taking 
3 

a fee for the exchange. He examined coins for their genu:lne-
4 

ness, for which he received a fee. He also received coins for 

deposit and was permitted to make use of them for his own 

1.Edersheim, Sketches of Jewish Soc, Life, p.205. 

2.R.Haah. 1:8; Snh. 3:3 
-

3,Tos. Shelc. 1:8 gives a ulearer statement than Shek 1:6,7. 

4.Tpa. B.Kam. 10:10. 

: \ Ii 
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He could not loan the money:~ however, fo:::c an interest 

charge to Jews, al tho it is quite probable that he did so to non

Jev.:s, since the law only forbade do:i.ng so to the former, and not 
2 

to the latter. To his Jewish depos i tiors he was, likewise, not 

allowed to pay interest; the safety that he was boundto guarahtee 

for deposits left vd.th him, amply repaid· the depositor. In one 

way the ancient banke1~ acted very much like our modern bankers. 

An employer could g·ive his workers orders on the banker for their 
3 

salary. In that w;;,y the banker took care of the payroll, a 

common practice in many industrial oenters today, where the banks 

often even advanoe the money for, as well as make up the payroll 

fo:c firmi~ di ealing with them. An interesting sidelight: as . to:.the 

position of the banker, indicating that his was not a most eleva

ted one, is given when the banker is cautioned with other trades-

··' men not to parade about on the SablJat,h vd.th the signs of their . 
trade upon them. In the case of the banlcer, it was the wearing 

4 
o f a oo :Ln in hi s e a:r. • 

\:' There also seems to have been, at least in or near 

,Jerus:ilem, a sort of exchange where the business men met for the 

settlement of their business and other transactions. There 

seems, however, not to be u omplote agreernen t in this matt er, for 
5 

Krauss takes it to refer to some sort .of an exchange and clear-

ing-house, and apparently finds some support for this meaning of 

------~------·-· ----·------------------
1. B. Mets. 3:11;12; Meil. 6:5. 

. ) 

2. Great ea:re was exercised to prevent any form of intercst
taking; see 13. Mets. 5:1-4. 

3. B.Mets. 9:12. '.11os. B.I.J:ets. 10:5, '3fl~W 7.!:f~ 1~ i313n ~:>x liln)1i1 

4. Tos. Sabb. 1:8 

5. Krauss, T.A., Vol. II, p.353. 
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the term in :Pesikta Rubbati, s. 41, which states: !l'Y:J 9~, 11rn" 7~ 
rm. D'UJ1~1 O'~~p l"il 0'1Jl]3l::l.Wnl O'?WJT'J fln llll'TI J1l3lllUll ?w 

.1 1 ~? fJnY'.) l'IE>'.:r;1 llJllft SlnJl O"l,\lJn'~ 

l 
whereas Herzfeld takes this to re:fer tom city or place where a 

warehouse is situated, possibly near a port where ships were loaded 

as would follow out of Tos. Demai l: 11: p'J l 11)'4 ll.3'9'0il ~ n rrp1~11 
.... b 1 1vg't?J..s\,\ .Jl DL)l 1JW"TI n 9J:Jl 7Pl.s\" i)/ 71/, '7 .:i:, n "'119"Y::l f).3"'~H)'il 

At the same time, it is ])robable that the Tl 9., .:::> was a warehouse 

that aqted a.s a place o:f J9xchange and as a clearing-house, as 

well,as it would be only natural that a place where merchants and 

agents gathered for business connected with the warehouse that 

they.~hould engage in other business activities. 

Handlesgesohiahte, p. 147. 
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CHAP'.I.1EH '.I.1HREE -----
THE RBAJ~ ESTATB BUSINESS. , __ 

The buying and selling of real estate, lend, and im

proved :property, was a rather important ~part o:f!' commercial ac

tivity of ancient Pal est ine. Al tho the re were landowners, holding 
1 

large estates, it was not the general condition, as it was in 

the mu.rope of the Middle Ages, where the barons and nobles held 

t;tll the land, the balance or greater part of the population being 

their serfs and holding no land. Even after the destruction of 

the Temple in 70 C.J!::., when the Homan Gover<nment had taken over 
2 

entil·eJ.y the land of Palestine, landowing still uont inued, the 

transfer of properties from one another still continued, all no 

doubt ha'tlJing been made possible by the Roman Goverr1ment selling 

the l.and. back to the Jews in l1alestine ancl demanding after that 

only that the taxes be paid, v1ithout belng greatly concerned as 

to who paid. them. Land, improvements thereon of dwellings, 

busi~·ss properties, courts, ( includ.ing the group of houses 

surrounding the court, etc. ) , fields, and even whole cities, 

we:i:·e bought and sold in the re.al estate business of the country. 

Property VV'a.s usually soad for a oash consideration, 

accompanied. by a deed of sale. This a11plies to fixod real 

property, such as land and building improvements, which were 

------I ill•••-• ------ -· 
II 

1. Buehler, E.C.J. • pp. 33-40 

2. Ibid' pp. 29 t 0 4:0' also eTOs. Wars 7: 6; 6. 

3. B.Bath 4:1-8 

3 

I 



27 
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subject to levy for debts, damages, and indemnities. A money 

payment for only pa.rt of the value of the land was not suffioi ent 

to s.cquire the whole of the property unless a bond was given for 

the payment of the balance of the purchase price of the property 
2 

in question. Altho in this connection, we ftbnd that tf a number 

of properties in different parts of the country were being pur-

---- --· -· --~. rf'.l 

I 
I I. 

I 

chased, apparently in one lot, as soon as one parcel was considered 
3 

as sold and acquired, the others were likewise considered. ~rhe 

deed that accompanied the sale of property as above seems in 

many oases to have been registered. This institution of the re-

corder's office or registry,( .Jl l.N .. :Y1.Y - ':Jl:J ) , seems not to 

have been of Jewish origin at all, but was brought to Pale.Stine 
4 

by the Romana. and was .a Roman instituti.on, which was used mostly 

in the oases where a Jew had c1.ealings and transac~tions with a 
5 

non-Jew. From the methods used in disposing o:f and redeeming 

property that had been sanctified for the Temple use, we can in

fer that some sort of aucti.on system was the practice, with the 

pre:ference given to the original owner as long as his bid was 

-
l. Kidd. 1:5 and see Bartinoro 

2 .. B.Mets. 77b 

3 .. B.Bath 67a 

4. Gitt 1:5; 1.ros. Gitt. J.: 4. 

5. Tos. Ab. Zar. 1:8; 6:2. 
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higher than the others. It is probable that this method of 

auctioneering was used in selling real estate under other con-

ditions. 

The acquisition of a dwelling ( 1n~T .n':t.) in a city 

was considered sufficient to give the status of citizen to the 

one who had a<J quired thlllt property and was to be regarded in 

lieu of twelve months' restelence, the other requirement for 
2 

citizenship. '.I.1his liberal attitude might on one har1d have only 

been an ef'fort to have people settle d.own tr1· the oi ty and on 

the other hand to encourage them towatds buying property in the 

city and in that way become a more certain and settled. member 

of the cormnunity9 

In the real estate business of ancient Palestine, the 

renting and leasing of properties, lands, and improvements, seems 

to have been more important and common than the buying and selling 

activities. It ie a known fact that the people of that period were 

not.in the habit of changing ownership of real estate thru frequent 

transactions as is the ordinary and everday business today. In 

tlu.e farming districts, tenant-holding and share-holding of farms 
3 

we1~e common practices among the peasants., 1.11hese method.s of ten-

\. ani\t.ry and leasing were known usually und.er four categories, the 

ehtrepeneur, or share farmer ( J~:l. p) who undertook the farmj_ng of 

a piece of land fo:r a share of the produce, the tenant-farmer (tr1~) 

who couJ.d not produce enough from his own land and who farmed the 

land of a large land-owner for a share of the produce thus 

raised, the tenant ... farmer ( 1.)»:J'l.A ) of the third category 

1$ Arakhin 8:2-3 

2 •. B .Bathra l: 5 

3. See Krauss, T.A., Vol. II, PP• 108-111. 
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who rented a piece of land and, in payment, had to furnish a 

definite rental in kind, and the tenant-farmer ( 

whp paid for the use of the land by a ftxed money rental. 

These were the principal methods employed and it is quite pos-

sible that others, combinations of these, were also resorted 

to on occasion.. ~1he obligations of teinant and landlord were 
1 

all specified by law, the underlying principle of which was 

the following of local usage and custom of treating of the 

land in qUl';lstion as the precedent governing all subsequent 

tenants. This whole institution of tenanted and rented lands 

must have b.ecome most prominent dui·ing the period of Homan 

government when oppressi~ taxes and mauraudoring officials 

made it well nJ.gh intolerable for the small landowner to keep 

his property and to d.erive a livelihood from it. 

The renting and leasing of urban properties, al tho not 

so active and frec.1uent as that of rural lands, was nevertheless 

rather common. Houses, courts, (groups of houses) t stores, and 

other places of business were rented, usually by the month, and 
2 

sometimes by the year. ~rhe landlord's responsibilities to the 

tenant, as to his term of occupancy and repairs upon the pro-
~3 

pe:r.~, were clearly :defined by law. ~l1he tenant was likewise 

------.-·-·------· ---·-.. --
1. B • Mets • 9 : 1-10. 

2. B.Mets. 8: 6-9; Ibid. 8: 6 shows careful consideration fo:r· the 
teµ.ant whopould not be asked to vacate during the 
wi:p.ter-time, unless in a o i ty ( 0., ::::>I ...:J ) , where 
only thirty days' notice wasrequj.red at any time. 

3. Ibid 8:6-9; Ibid 10:2,3; '.i1os. B.Mets. 8:27-33. 
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governed in his use of the property by laws calculated to pre-
1 

vent undue wear upon, or damage to it. 

In the matter of renting and selling properties for use 

by non-Jews, the Mishna at first gives an opinion which would 
2 

prevent such in the land of Palestine. The opinion of J:mbbi 

Jose, which is to the contrary, is the one that w~s adopted, 

however, with the reservation that this was not to include 
3 

dwelling-propei·ties and bath-houses. 

Governing the sale of gooa.s, the re were laws to prevent 

pver-reaching, i13<31~ ) , but in real estate tra:nsactj.ons 
4 

these laws did not apply. In the matter of. rentals, however• 

it is quite probable that they d:i.d, as a general price could be 

determined, whereas in the case of real estate sales, it was the 

princj.ple that an established price was not determinable, but 

might easily vary. 

To faeilitate the carrying on of business, particularly 

the larger business than mere retail trading, it hai;i always 

been necessary that certain papers and documents be made between 

the transacting parties. Already in ancient :ealeatine, as in 

other advanced country of the time, such docmnents were in ex

iata.nce, and were used quite commonly. Promissory notes, bills 

of contract, bonds of indel1tedness, bills of sale and aequj.ttan ... 

cragi of debts were among the papers ordinarily used in the 
5 

business ltfe of that day. One document that deserves separate 

----·------·-------
1 .. Tos. B.Tuiets. 

1
8:30 

2. Ab.Zar. 1:8 

3 .. Ibid Zar. 1:~ 

4. B.Mets. 4:9 

5. B.Bath. 10:1-8; B.Mets. 1:6~8 ...... il~3 l~ o-;;'J r-«w 0"''11.-,- l~.N 
..... J11~ ~lp n1 
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mention is the Prozbole 671.:tl'J-")9 ) , which was important in 

making possible any sort of cornmerc ial life and acti vit Y• The 

law of the Sabbatical year (Deut. 15:J.-3), with its release of 
l 

indebtedness, discouraged the making of loans, and, as a result, 

hampered business enterprise, which is dependent upon borrowed 

capital for its financing. Indeed, Hillel is supposed to have 

introduced this modifciation of Bilblical law for the benefit of 
2 

society. Its most important role was as a business instrument, 

which made it possible to collect debts at any time• The prin

ciple of issuing the Prozbole was that the debtor had to be the 

owner of real estate in order·to issue.:a prozbole for his debts, 

even tho the debts may have been greater than the value of the 
3 

land. 

During the time of the Hadrianic persecuU.ons, when it 

was difficult to observe the :Law, if a Prozbole was not produced 

by the creditor, the debt was nevertheles~~ collectable, it being 

deemed that the document had. been destroyed. l1ecause of fear of 
4 

detection by the Homan authorities. In general , the pr inc j.ple 

governing the issuance of documents was that an agreement which 
5 

was made in violation of the law, was void and useless. With 

t·h~presence of Homan authority in }alestine, the vvriting of 

documents was affected, inasmuch as the dating of the document 

was written according to the year of the reign of the Emperor 
6 

then in power. 

-...~~---~~--~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~-

) 

l. Shebi 10:3 

2 .. Gitt. 4:3 

3o She bi 10:6-7: - . y jt"">J'1' 'Jy ~~-"' 711H)9 r:t.nl:> f.N 
4. Gitt. 37b; Kit 89a °ttl..JT191 ~~llJ 11117' ;{:11 

5. B. Mets. 7:11 6. Yed. 4:8 
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CHAPTER FOUR. 
_.. .... "' "'-·-------

THE._WORKER AS AN ECONOivJI<]_~. 

The commeroi.al activity of ancient Palestine was by no 

means altogether the result of the efforts of the business man, 

the merchant and the dealer. Their share was not even the most 

important, altho it might seem to oecupy the more prominent 

position, as such activities as were theirs, usually looms larger:;:· 

in the picture of a people's life, usually because they appear 

in the centers of population, and there are bound to attract 

popular notice. Yet we know that the bulk of the people who 

contribute, either directly or indirectly, to the commercial 

a.ctlvity of the country, are those who make up the working, the 

artisan, the professional classes of the people. Their ac

tivities are usually carried on individually; esµ:icially was 

this true in annient J?aJ.est ine, where the single worker or ar

t is an employed only his own self, and perhaps the help of an 
• 

apprentice, in the carrying on of his trade or oc cupa.t ion. ~L1he 

organization of workers into groups had only developed in a 

't_~ry elemental way ( to be discussed later ) , centers of large 
1 

numbers of the same kind of workers were only few and then 

not very large in size.. From this it is natural to expect that 

the artisan class would not be a prominent one, altho from the 

number of different occupations ancl professions, from the people 
) 

engaged in them, it is altogether right to look u1)on the skilletl 

1 .. See above, p. 17. 
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worker and professional as adding materially to the economic 

welfare and activi,t;y: of ancient Palestine. 

Among the professional class of workers, those engaged 

in medical pursuits and related occupations seem to have been, 

in ancient times, the most outstanding. The medical doctor is 

of course most promlnent; a number of them who were putstanding 

men in the profession or well-known as scholars, are mentioned 
. 1 

by name; Ben Ac hi ya was known as the 1'emple physician, '.J.1odos 
2 

the Doctor t Tobia, Theodorus, Rabbi Channina of Sepphoris, 
3 

and mFmy others of note. 11he doctor either visited the patient 

or was visited by him, and sometimes was even called from one 
4 

place to another to attend a patient. While many people em-

ployed, the regular services of' a doctor from time to time t others~ 

weal thy people who could afford it, had doctors vvho served them 
5 

alone. It was considered an unwi.se and dangerous thing for a 

·city to be without a doctor and people wer advised against go-
. 6 

ing to such a place. Jews were also cautioned against using 
7 

the .services <Jf a non-Jewish !floctor inasmuch as it was eonsidered 

------------··~·---·-··.,._ ... _ill'"•·---------............. ··-- ...... ----
/ 

1. Shek,: • 5: l -

2. Bekh. 4:4 

3. Krauss, T.A. Vol. I, p. 265 and J •. P~s - Bib. Tal.MedJzin 
' pp. 20,2lt ff. 

4. '.!.10s. Sabb. 14:14; Yoma 83b 

5. B.Mets. 85b 

6. Snh. 1'7b 

7. 'l1os. Chullin 2:21 - comp. AB.Zar. 2:2 and Tos. Ab.Zar. 3:4 
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as d.angerous, for fear lest the non-Jew might oause harm to the 
1 

Jew rather than bring him healing. 

The dootor was paid a fee for his services. ~'his is 

noticed especially wher~ settlements of damages in cases o:f 

assault is made, the medical charges ( ll9'") ) , are given 
2 

as one of the primary costs to be compensated for. ~L1he doctor 

of medicine did not minister to human beings alone but, no 

doubt, combined, the function of veterinarian with that of the 
~~ 

'phy.s ic ian. The rather sharp condemnation of the ph;ysician 

w:qich we find in the. 1Iishna is dif:f'icult to understand. This 
4 

h~rdly seems-to have been the general attitude. 

Al tho we :find no mention of lady doctors, per se, we do 

·, fi-nc.l that, as a medical helper, as an obstetrician, the midwife 

1 played a very important role. She was ind:i.spensable, espec i.ally 
/ . ' 

·1n aneient times, when phys_icians we re scarce and the need for 

such services as she ·was able to give always a large one. The 

midwife in J'ewish history has oooupied a very honorable place. 

Known and mentioned by t~everal different titles, (un:>n ,n1'1•n,wn}, 
5 

references to her. are frequent in rabbinic literature. She 

------
l. Even then the differing opinions in this matter would. in

dicate a liberal attitude in considering it .. 

2 • B • Kama 8 : 1 ·, 2 ; B.Kama 85a 

3. Bekh .. 4:4 

4~ Kidd. 4:14 - Olt>nb? 0"~$~)·,:U.U ::u"'l9 - Tos. Y.Tob 
tries to explain t11.is as being due to the doctor's un
religio\lsness and his umvillingnesFJ to serve the poor. 
This would hardly answer. We can compare the statement 
of Eocles. 08:1-12 with this and consicler the above 
merely af.::i a generalization not to be taken seriously. 

5. Krauss, T.A., Vol. II., pp.5,6. 

',~···.' ' ' 
i . ' 
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was often called :from some other place to attend to her patient 

and she Vit'l.S allowed to violate the 5abbath in the carrying out 
1 

of' her duties.. The midwife also received a fee for her ser-
2 

vices. 

It is of interest to note that some measure was taken to 

protect the public and to keep a. eheck upon those who practiced 

aa doctors and midwives. The local Beth Din ga.Ye them the prive

lege and permission to practice in the community and in this 

way dilrnharged a somewhat similar function to that of the State 
~~ 

Board when it issues licenses to pract.ice. 

The dentist as suoh we do not :t'ind mentioned, altho we do 

know that dent j_stry was P.raoti.ced in an elemental way, as would 

be indicated by the use of false teeth (both to match and gold 
4 

teethO and that teeth were also filled. 

~ The apothecary ( 00.:L) or druggist was likewise 

·known as a factor in the medioal profession in the earl;>:1 days. 

He had his shop and compounded his medicines. a.rugs, and per-
5 

fumes, which he so1d even as the druggist does today. 

The scribe or professional olerk, 

wasa we11 ... known figure of anoient Jewish li:I'e who has still 

survived j,n almost his original form. The scribe of anc i.ent a.ays 

·---"" ~-... -.... --------~-->tt·-·--------

1. Sabb. 18:3 

2. B.Kam. 59a; Ab.Zar. 26a 

3. Tos • .Haco. 2~5; .Ma.cc. 20b; B.Bath 2la. 

4., Sabb. 6:5; Sabb. 64b. 

5. Krauss. T.A., Vol. I, p. 242 See also Eculesiasti.cus 
38:1-12 for sumiJ1ary of feeling towards medicine in 
general. 
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was one either engaged in the writing of the scrolls of the 
1 

Law, of Tefillin and Mezzuzoth, or he occupied the position 

of a notary or public clerk and as such wrote the legal doc-
2 

uments then in ueett particularly the "get'' or Bill of Divorce. 

Scribes in the latter capacity also served as clerks of the 
3 

court, where usually as many as three were employed. As 
4 

public clerks the scribes were found. in the market-place and 

in legal cases they were the means used to advertise the pro-
5 

ceeding that was instituted, as in the case o,g giving a divorce. 

The profession on the whole was a poorly paid one and it seems 
6 

that those who had other means of· SUJ)port readily gave it up. 

That itjshould be so is quite natural as many of the ancient 

scholars found the occupation of soribe a means to earn some-
7 

thing of a livelihood. Some .of the scribes had artistic lean-

_y·. ings and placed decorative and illuminated work upon their 
8 

···manuscripts. In the Talmud, a minor mesechta is devoted to a 
9 

treatment of' the subject of the scribe and his work • 

. 
2,. Gitt. 3:1; 7:2; 8:8; 9:8i T.Gitt. 2:10 

3. Snh. 4: 3 

4. They may have also occmpied of:fic ial positions as pu'blic 
secretary, as in the account of Joohanan the Sctj.be -Snh llb. 

5. Gitt 3:1 

6,. Tos. Bibo. 2:15; Pes. 50b, comp. Sota 20a - how the profes
sional was regarded by one sage. 

) 

7. Toa. Bice. 2:15 

8. ShebL 103li - 14:JJ.) ll~'UI T~ 

9. Mesechta So:ferj.m. 

i 
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Of lawyers we hear but little in ancient times, since, 

for one thing, they were not allowed and were looked upon with 
l 

great disfavor. Only under c,.ertain conditions was a represen-

tative allowed to appear in court, and then it was hardly as a 
2 

paid attorney. 

Among the skilled workers in Palestine, those engaged 

in the textile trades, such as weavers, dyers, washers, and 

launderers, were prE.~dominant, at least in numbers. The Vi.eaver, 

11-') J> , 7>'1~ ) , is spoken of in numerous references in 

Rabbinic literature. His trad.e was an important and well de

veloped one by the second century C.E. .A.S.ffj.rschberg has de

voted an entire volume to the consj.deration ·of the weaver and 
3 

weaving. Here i.t :i.s in place to note that the trade of weav-

ing was not a well-paid one ( as might be inferred from the 

lar·ge number engaged in it ) and there are many proverbs that 
4 

go to show the rather po11>r econonlio position of the weaver. 

One branch of the vveavj.ng trad.i;i, however, seems to have been 

much better situated. '.J.'hose who wove metallic cloth,( 

--- ----------------..............---. 
1. Aboth 1:8; Sabbath 139a 

2. B.Kama 70a 

3. Cha.ye Hatarbuth B' Yisroel, Vol. I - liJJ{il Jl'IJJ.YJll h1~1l 
See espeoia~ly pp. 158, ff. 

'11h L 
4. Tos. Ed. 1:3 -"~~.N rr1.,-r JllYnljt 17 f-«' 

See also Jos. Wars, 7:11;1 
Kraus a, T. A. , Vol. l, p. 149 
Hirsohberg, Chaye Ha. B'Y - Vol. I, pp.160-161 
Del. J.A.:L .... p. 48. 
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no dou.bt being engaged in the production of costly luxuries, 

were able to earn more and occupied a better position as the 
l 

result. ~'he l'ifew Testament mentions another group of weavers, 
0 ,.., 

who are spoken of as tent-makers, but who were reall;y· makers 
3 

of material out of which tents vvere made. Weavers were employed 
4 

in the Temple to care :for the hangings used there and it see:ms 

that women were also employed in this occupation as well. 
5 

The dyers' trade in ancient times in Palestine was an 
6 

old and well-established one. The dyer ( ~.=t~ ) was an 

honored artisan in Palestine. ( He seems to have been exempted 

. from the class. of those whose professions were considered un-
7 

worthy because of frequent business _with women ) ; his was a 

----------- -· ~ "?>I .. .. ---·- ·~ .... ,,_...,,.__, ___________ _ 

. l. Meg. 26a - ff'"D')1"(() ~w Jin3::>11 1r1:i - had synagog 
of their own Ab.Zar. l7b - had one who acted as 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Acts 

Del. 

head of the group - IT'O'H'!I 'l UI 11..., • Al tho some may 
consider this as 1·eferring to the people of 11arsis, 
Hashi to this passage,(Meg. 26a), expla:ins it, however, 
to mean weavers of metal. 

18:3 - Paul of Tarsis also one of the weavers Of tent 
material. 

J.Ael~ .• , p. 81 

Shek .. 5:1 - ft:)lll7il .nun..nn P~'" ·~ ·?t913 J)1:l"")91 ..n1 nutn ff'UJJ 

Ke th. 106a. 

6. J.Por a complete treatment of the dyer and his trade, see 
Hirschberg's Chaye Ha B'Y. - Vol. I, p. 209 f., 
here especially pp. 278-9. · 

7. Tos. Kidd. 5:14 -

··~ 
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more or less artist:i.c occupation that had been divorced :from 

that of the launderer, who had at one time done both dyeing and 
l. 

washing. The dyer worked usually on a piece-work scale, re-
2 

ceiving payment for each batch of work done. (Responsibi.lity 

for aamage to W'Ork and rE1lated obligations of the worker will 

be discussed lat er). ':L1he dyed ma:terials, usually purple of 

blue dyed stud?fs, wene articles of commeroe and b eacuse of their 

value and beauty were no doubt much :ln ctemand as by those who 

could afford the luxuries. The d.yer seems also to have had his 

shop w'here his material already was. sold, and to which patroms 
3 

might bring their own materials for dyeing. The insignia of 

the dyer was usually a number of colored thread.a, or a pattern 
4 

about his neck, strung over his ear. The l'Jew Testament ;has an 
5 

interesting mention of a woman who dealt in purple stuff. 

The p:cepara:tion of the material for dyers' use was likewise an 

important occmpat ion, for there were many oolors already then 

in use which required .extensive prc~paration, since a.J.l the 

colors were derived either :from mineTal or vegetable substances, 
6 

_many of which were imported from foreign lands. '.l.'he knowledge 

of their pre1>aration and use required ap least an elements.NY 

__ ......_ _____ ·--....o.------·-----·-· ---------·---
1. Tos. Shab. 9:18 

2. Hirschberg, Chaye Ha B'Y - Vol. I, p.282 

3. B.Bath 2:3 ; Ma Kot. 13b 
B.Mets 8: 6 · 
~J.1. B. Ivte ts • 8: 2 7 

4. ~'os. Sabb. 1: 8; Sabb llb - - - - - -n~ l.!:).:1.1.IJ 11n;r,1-r1 ~ ::ig .N?i 

5. Acts 16:14 

6. Hirschberg, Chaye Ha B'Y - Vol. L, pp. 251 'f:f. 
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knowledge of chemistry, it is therefore within reason to think 

of the dyers and those who prepared their materials as being 

the pioneers in industrial chemistry. 

o:r those that were ool'.llnected with the textile trade, 

there is still another group worthy of mention. That group of 

workers was made up o:f those engaged in washing and. laundering. 

The distinction is to be made between those who \vashed'and 

cleansed either the raw material for the weaver or the rough 

stuff for the dyer, and those who were engaged in laundering 
1. 

articles of clothing. The former seems to be distinguished 

from the latter in that he used chemical means and bleached. the 
2 

material whereas the latter merely wa."lhed clothing. '.J.'he name 

applied. to both was usually o.::u :.l , making it difficult 

to know just which one was being referred to. There seems also 

to have been some launderers who cleaned heavy garments, using 
3 

chemicals similar to the methods of modern clothing cleaners. 

~l.1he launderers arn.1 washers usuall·u had their establishments 
~ <I 

4 
•. just outside of the city and no doubt did a thriving business 

since most of the garments were made of linen and :flax which 
B 

required frequent washing. The launderers seems to have on 

one hand enjoyed but little esteem as workers engaged in a 

respected occupation and yet, on the other hand, we find that 

-·-··-·-· -'"' .... ____ -.. ·---· ·-----... ·-·-· ... -···-""'""-""' __ ,_ ... _ .. _______ . 
l. B.Kam 93b 

2. Hirschbe1·g, .Chaya Ha B'Y - VoJ.. I, PP• 106-7 

3. Zeb. 88b 

4. Tos. Mikv. 4: 10; and Mikv. 8: l. 

5. Hirschberg, Ohaye Ha B'Y., Vol. I, :p.:·'13, last paragraph. 
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the,y are often spoken of in a very complimentary manner. 

·Altho much of the making of material into various articles of 

clothing was done in the house, and in very early times all of 

it, by the time of ·the li.ishna the tailor has already appeared 

and is mentioned. going about w.ith his needle :ready for work, 
2 

wherever he may be required. The tailor was among those who 

was allowved to work overt:i.me on the eve of the Passover, no 

doubt due to the rush of trad.e at that time, and the need for 

new ga1·ments for the holiday. 
4 

who were known as tai.:t.ors. 

3 
Deli tzsch names th1:ee ral1bis · 

The :preparation of the flesh and hj.des of animals in-

vo11red.:.a humber of different occupations, such as butcher, 

tannew, shoemaker, and harne~rn-rnaker. Meat was not a commonly 
5 

used. article in the :Oriental d.ietary, yet on the occasion of a 

hoJ.tday, o'r in case the family was particularly prosperous• meat 

was bought from the bu toher ( 1 ~ -p , n .:J.. l9 ) , wlh!.o sold. the 

meat which he had slaughtered.. The butcher usually had his 

stall in the market where other foods were sold. The butcher 

did not enjoy a very happy reputation, if the statement in 

Kidd 4:14 

...... 1· ..... - ---- ·-·------~---... -------.. ----

) l·~. Tos. Kidrl. 5:14 - Hirsehberg, Ibid, r1. 31.3 - makes the distinc
tion that clothes washers were the ones who occupied 
the better position, whU.e washers of raw materie"ls 
are to be considered as those mentioned in Tos. 
Kidd. 5:14. 

2. Sabb. 1:3 

3. T.Pes 2:18 

4. J.A.L., p. 78 

5. Krauss, T.A., Vol~ I, p. 108, par. 62 
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was any evidence of J?Ubiliic opinion. 
,,~'7~ Ip·~) 

The tahner"was a very important faetor in the proper 

disposal of animal products. '110 him the hides were brought to 
2 

be tanned and prepared for use and sometimes they were even 
3 

sold to the tanner, The tanner usually received a payment 

for each hide that he tanned and there seems to even have been 
4 

some standard price for the work. No doubt there were also a 

number .of others who helped in the work of tanning, doing one 

or the other of the related processes in the preparation. of the 
5 

hide, such as salting, scraping, tread.irig, etc. The tanneries 

were required to be looated at a distance outside of the city, 
6 

a pr·eoaution due to the objectionable odors of such a plant. 

There seems also to have been a street on which a nUJnber of 

tanners would often be grouped, similarly to the present condi

tion where certain sections of cities are given over almost en-

ti1•ely th the carrying on of one kind of work. In Palesti.ne t 

it was thought desirable that the tanneries should be near 

sources of vVl:iter supply, much of which was used in the work of 

tarmi.ng. Jfor this reason the tanneries were located on rivers, 

or in coast towns, one of which, Sidon,· seems to have been 

-----·--------··-----.. -~. ~ ~·----------

1. Eduy 8:2 - R.Zeohariah 'b. Hakatzsch, the son of a butcher, 
is oi ted as an authoxi ty, which would indicate that 
not all l1utchers were held in poor repute. 

2. Sabb. 1:8 

3: See abvve, p.) 12 .. 

4. B.Bath 5a 

5. Sabb. 7:2 

6. B.Bath 2:9 -
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famous for tanneries noted for their general cleanliness. 

The tanner seems to have been looked down upon a8 one engaged 

in an undesirable occupation; this mainly because of the disa-
2 

greeable nature of the work. The shoemaker was the worker who, 

in ancient times, did most of the leather working. He not only 

mad.e and repaired shoes, but harness, sa<lcUe-packs, and other 
3 

articles of leather as well. 

important lil.se for leather. 

However, shoemaking was the most 
4 

Shoes and sandals of various sorts 

were made of leather.. At leastrtvvo places were noted. for the 

· manu:E'aoture of shoes and sandals; Arnaki and Ledeki were the 

places which were mentioned abov·e as ·centers of the shoe indus-
5 

try. '.l.'he shoemaking :t:rad.e was an honor<;id one, engaged in 

which were a number of prominent rabbis, best known among whom 
6 

was Rabbi Jochanan the Bandal-maker. 

• 1·.: 
In building construction in ancient Palestine, the stone-

mason, the carpenter, and the building contractor were the main 

figures than, as even now; when one wanted to do some building 
7 

the job was usually turned over to the building contractor ( l~:tp) 

whose duties were to bring the workmen and supply such materials 

and tools as were specified in the contract for the work usually 

1. Tos. Ohal 18:2 

2. Ketb.. 7:10 

3. Krauss, T.A., Vol. I, p. 176 

4. Ibid, P. 176,. ff. Pes. 4:6 - ~~~-, - used to refer to 
shooJillaker and general leather worker, who was allowed 
to work on Erev Pesach. 

5. Kel 26:1; 

6 .. Kith 5:4; 

7. Shebi 3:9 

see also above, p. 17. 
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drawn l\tP between the O\vner and the contractor .. 11he contractor 

often employed an overseer or architect to watch the carrying 
2 

out of the work. '.L
1he stone ... mason would take the stones from 

the quarry ( it seems that a great deal was already known about 
3 

the quarrying of stones), bring them to the plaoe of buildi.ng 

and, after out ting them to suit, put them in place iri the buil

ding. The carpenter di.d the necessary wood-work about the house, 

making the doors,f windows, bars, eta., (the term 7hJ, meaning 

to scrape or saw, may apply to ether artisans as well as car

penters,- see Jastrow, Tal. Diot.). The carpenter likewise had 

a shop where those who wished jobs done might come and find 
4 .him, aa is the case now with carpenters in small towns. 

Famous among carpenters are Joseph ar:d Jesus in the New 

Testament, and in the Talmud we find that Shammai is pictured 

with a buii!Lder's rule in hi.s hand. indioating that he also did 
5 

the work of a carpenter. The building t:eade was .then considered 

as a rather dangerous occupation, as we might readily in:f~r from ----.-" 6 

the statement t J.::>tn::u1n r311 'f>'OJ~il 7.::>UJ 

In the improvement of land th:ru buildings o:r farming, 

one sort of service is of prtmary importance.. That servioe ts 

,,_....__----~---~------------·--
l. Krauss, T.A., Vol. 1, p.20, based mostly on ~roli. Mets.11:5 

2. A. Rosenzweig, Das Wohnhaus in der Mishna, p. 15. 

3. She bi 3 : 5 , 6 • 

. tJ:. Tos. B.Kam~ 6:\25 

5. Sabb. 31a 

'6. Yeb. 63a- See also Sot<l. 11 a. a.)"\J.. R.o..sh~ 
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the work of the surveyor. That such services were given by 

,those who made a business of it is certain. The surveyor (~nnun) 
1 

used a chain as a measure and pins to fasten it. in his work. 

In one case we hear of Rab1ii ~Jehudah enjoini'i1g a certain Rabbi 

Ada the Surveyor to be most careful in his work, as all land. is 
2 

valuable and can be put to use. 

The interior decoration of houses and buildings was in 

the hand.a of the painter and plasterer( u .. , 0, '"'J "'~ ) • The 

plasterer applied the plaster, or lime, or whitewash to the 

walls. This was often colored beforebeing applied. ThepJ.as-
3 

te:rer also did tiling and stuccoj.ng. ~1he painter, despite the 

· faot that the Law pivohibi ted designs or f'igures (lest they be 

considered. as idolatrous images) nevertheless was employed to 

apply various colors to both the interior and the exterior of 
4 

the house. It is quite possible that all the work of plaster-

ing, tiling, and painting, was done by one a.rti.san, since these 
5 

taslcs are almost always mentioned together. 

- ·---·-·--------------·-----------
l K l 14 1 13 - 'nn Jlll"JT' -'-011 .n~ w'7w • e • : • 

2. B.Mets 107b - ~,a,t.n flt; ,llxnrn.1n rlT-'<' J.'l'? 11-n11" 1'? '7~ 
..... rUlOW-01 

3. Ab • Zar • ~5 : 7 ; To Sot a 8 : 7 ; To s. B • Kam 6 : 9 - rr ., .:n rr ~ · t> 
plastered and tiled - (the wortl -, »..:J - Jastrow in 
Talmud Dictionary - gives as meaning:"to lay out 1n 
tiles or panels;n ... Ar. Rosenzweig - "Das Wohnhaus 
In der Mishna, n p. 27.. gives the word / ., .,, ..::> the 
meaning "to stucco~" 

4. Neg. 2:1; 11:3; 'J.1os. Neg. 5:2 ••• • O'Y11!5 ri o-•n:in 

5. Toe. B.Bath 12:17. Toe. Sota 8:1; Ibid 15: 12. 
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Of those who were engaged in the metal worl~ing trades, 

we note as the most important the iron-worlcer, or black-smith, 

"Un=:), na:rs), the gold-smith( .,:i.nt ), the s:i.lver-
1 

smith, ( .,9'0!'!> ) , and the copper-smith, ( 7 3JlllH03 ). 

~1 he iron worker made tools, utensils, housefurnishings, and 
2 

fittings of all sorts. The iron-smith not alone melted and 

forged the new metal in to the desired article, but old iron, 
. 3 

scrap and. junk was used and made i.nto other vessels. 

That the smith sometimes had the shop in his living 

quarters is seen from the description that we have of Habbi 

Joshua b. Channaniah the needler, and the blackened dwelling 
4 

in which he lived. 
5 

the bu$iness streets 

Usually the smith had his shop in one of 

and. no doubt conducted a store in co:rmec-
6 

tion where the articles which he made were put on salee 

The gold- and silver-smiths were the jewelers in ancient 

Pal est ine. They made the varl ous articles of adornment; part j_ .. 
7 

oularly in demand were those for feminine use, and it is to be 

..... --· """'"- _,__ .. ____________ '------·---......... ___ _ 
1. The s llver-smith and. the gold-smith are sometimes differen

tiated, altho, see Krauss, T.A., Vol. II, p. 308 -
"das derselbe Arbeiter in beiden Stuffe arbeitete.t1 

2. Krauss, T.A., Vol. I, pp.309, ff. 

3. Kel. 11:3; Tos. Kel. 1:1; 7:10 

4. Ber .. 28a 

5. In this conneetion it might be inferred from Iviaas .. Sh.5:15 
Sota 9:10 - O"~UllT'.1 11.::n".l UJ•u9 IPll PU"' r.Yl 
that the smith-work was carried on extensively in 
Je:rt\salem at one time. 

6. Tos. B.Kam. 6:26 

7. Kidd. 82a 

I w. 
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·1 

noted that the variety was quite extensive. 1'hes e art is ans 

are among those who were apparently engaged in a prOSJ?erous 
2 

3 
into some sort of a guild. trade and who were probably united 

The N.T. mentions a silver-smitht Demetrius by name. 
4 

Along with the artisans who made gold and_ silver. articles 

of luxury, there are to be considered those who made and sold 
5 

glassware,. ~l1he use of glassware was not common and we find that 

usually glass is mentioned j_n oonneotion with articles of gold 
6 

and silver. Not all the glass was imported, however, as might 

be supposed on account of its rarity, but much of it must have 
? 

been made by native Palestinj.an glass-blowers, JiiJ;t ). 
8 These artisans usually sold their own wares in their shops, 

where it is quite possible that usually a numbe:r of 11ieces of 

goods were on display, wither inside or outside of the shop, 
9 

arranged on racks or trays made for the purpose. More common 

·------------·-·----

2. Jos. Antiq. 14:3;1 - expensive ornaments of gold '\M:Jre made. 

3 • .As might be inferved from '.I.1os. Suco. 4:6 

4. .Ac ts 19 : 23 

5. Comp. howev~r, Herzfeld, Handelsgeschiohte, p. 125, who 
thinks it was much in use. 

6. Toa. Kel. (b.m.) 3:10 

7. T,.Kel (b.m.) 3:11; Kel 8:9 
Krauss, T.A., Vol. II - p. 285 - glass-maker and potter often 

identical. 
Josephus mentions in 'v'i/ars 2:10;2, a native source for sand

glasS;J. 

8. Pea. 55b 

9. Kel. 24: J. 

• "y 

! I 

I 

I 
I . 
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than glass was the clay pottery whioh was used by the poorest. 

All sorts of vessels were mad.a of this product, many of which 

were simple and crude affairs and could easily be made at home. 

But there were, however, many potters ( II~ , 1~1' ) whose 
' , 2 

l 

·business it vvas to make the varlious vessels then in use. These 

potters made their vessels and then would take up their wares 
3 

and travel about, peda_JJ.ng them wherever possible. This seems 

to have been the usual method·of selling the potter's wares, 

altho some .. potters had shops nm which they sold the products 
4 

of their manufaoture. A flourish:ing trade went on in pottery 

goods; no doubt due to the general need for the articles, their 

easy breakability and their cheapness. The cities of Ohannaniah 
5 

and Sichnin were noted as _centers of the pottery manufacture. 

It is of interest to note that, apparently, the manufaoture of 

pottery and glass-ware was not allowed in the d,istrh~t of Jeru-

salem, since the smoke of the ovens would no doubt mar the 
6 

buildings and detract from the dignity of the sacred city .. 

.. . . ----- ---..... -----·-·""·---... --·----
l •• Tos. Mikv. 6:15 

2. Krauss, T.A., Vol. II, p. 277 

3. Chag.3:5; Toh 7:1; B.Kam 3:5 

4. Tos. Kel. (bk) 3:8 

5. Tos. B.Mets. 6:3 

6. See Bartino~o to Cha3g. 3:5 

I 

~ 
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Most of the grain that was to be milled was usually 

ground in a small hand19mill at home. However, there were mil-

lers ( rJnn!> ) who operated mills and ground the graJ.n :roI 

those who brought it and who would pay a fee for the service. 

The miller also bought u11 the grain from growers, ground it, and 
2 

then soJ.d the flour. ~l1he baker ( OUl 03 ) performed ~ im-

ilar services, namely: that those who had no provision for the 

baking of their.bread at home might bring it to the baker and 
3 

have their baking done for a fee. The baker and his shop were 

found more in the larger cities, for there would hardly be any 
4 

need for them in rural districts.. In the cities, the baker not 

only sold his balce-goods 11 but acted also as a r estarateur, pu.r-

veying food and drink to travelers, etc. 

The ancient Pa.lest inia.n was thought to be a rather rough 

individual who oared little for the polish of civilization in 

its outward for me 1'his is not wholly true, for we fi.nd that the 

barber ') 9'0 ) was quite as pr omincmnt then a,nd a;3 ready as he 

i:s now to give all his multifarious services towards enhaneing 
6 

the appearance of his customers. He had a thoroly equipped. 

shop, in which it was the custom of patrons often to tarry, 
? 

sometimes to the n eglecP of their prayers. The barber, it 

--· ... --....... --·-· ____ .. , __ ..... ,....._ ____ ... _______ . ___ ... _ .. ___ . __ _ ·---·-· ..... -
l. Tos. B.Kama 10:9 

2. Krauss, T.A., Vol. I, p. 96 

3. B.Kama 99b - ')~Lll ~WH:J 
\ 

4. Tos. Pesachim' 1:13 - the baker had a stall in the ma:r.·ket and 
women would likewise bring their bake-goods to sell 
in the market, Chull. 2:7 

5. Krauss, '.P.A.,. Vol .. I - p. 93 - based 011 Beza 29a 

6. Krauss, ~·.A., Vol. I, p. 196 

?. Sabb. 1:2 

'i":T 
' 

I 
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seems might also have been located in or near the bath-house,. 

where his services would be much in demand. The barber may 

have also performed another function, that of tatooing, a prac

tice often done by the barbers a few generations ago. We may 
2 

infer that tatooing was done, . altho no especial artisan ls 

named as having performed that function, 8nd tho it was forbid

den by law; if it were practiced it is natural to suppose here 

that the barber included it in the services he rendered. It had 
3 

not yet become the custom for women to visit the barber in 

ancient Palestine (as at present in this country } , but they 
4 

were cared usually by the female hair-dresser, who might also 

have been a maidservant, or even a slave in the household, or 

even a professional hatr-dresser, who cared only for the totlet 
5 

of her mistress. 

·Al tho not to be considered in the artisan class, 1ne 

hear of the occupation of bath-keeper ( { '7 .::i. ) • The bath-
8 6 

keeper was usually the director or manager of the bath, which 
7 

. in Palestine was conducted as a private bus.iness enterprise, 

deriving its inoome from the fees paid by those who used the 
8 

baths. 

·-----------------·---------··----·--· 
l. Krauss, T.A., Vol.I, p. 196 - based on Kilw 9:3 

2. Mace. 3:6 

3. Krauss would give us to understand that female barbers also 
existed - See T.A., Vol. I, p.196. 

4. Kel. 15:3 

5. Kidd 2:3 
}Ur,1 

6,, See Bartinoro to Kel. 17:1/\(might also have been owners of baths~ 
Tos. B.Mets. -9:14 

7. '.13.Bath 4: 6; Ned. 5:3; A.Zorah 1: 9 

8. Shebi 8:5; Meil. 20a 

i 
' I 

I 
i 

i . 
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SECTION III - UNCL.ASSH1 IED WORKERS. 
----·------ ... --'" ~ U< • ---·---

Among the various workers that are mentioned 9 we find a few 

that cannot be classified as employed in either skilled or un

skilled occupations. There seems to have been quite a number 

of sailors 190 ) employed in the maritime business of the 
1 

country. On land, there were a large group of men who drove 

the pack animals ( asses and camels ) which constituted the 
2 

transfer system of the country. In the Temple, among the 
3 

various workers employed was an inspector of water-works and 

if we knew more about him, we might have foru1d in him the early 

plumber or pipe-fitter. 
4 

We likewise hear of the well-digger, 
5 

( . '"II,,, ) 
1 -IL. who would go about digging wells for prope:rty-
6 7 

owners * receiving a fee for each job as done even to the pres-

ent day in rural districts. 

Of women a.nd children as .workers we find no very great 

mention or even legislation concerning them. On the farms it 

1. Krau.ss, ~P.A. Vol., 1, P. 341 ff. 

2. Krauss, T.A., Vol. II, P• 333 ff 
Kidd. 4:14 does not give these a very good reputation. 

3. 86.Delitzsch considers him, J.A.L., p. 21, altho from 
Bartinoro he was merely a well- aml canal-di~ger, 
Shelcalim 5: 1 

4. Simeon, the well-digger of Sichrin, was one who was quite 
proud of his trade.· 

5, Jas. Tal. JJj.ct. takes ,., .. ::i_ as well-master, who sold 
wat~r for fees, based on Shebi 8:5. 

Tos. B.Mets. 9:14. 

6. Tos. B.Mets. 9:14. 

7. Ibid. 

I 
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is natural that the women a:ncl chidlren helped out in the various 
l 

occupations and in the home the many articles of use that were 

made in the home were usually the p:roduots of the woman's labor. 

Women and children helped out int he stores also• acting o :ften 
3 

as the sales people. That the woman may have sold her wares 

in the market is not improbable, for already this is known in 
4 

Biblical times, and from t11e mention of the woman who sold her 
5 

bake-goods in the market we can in:t':er that this was done with 
6 

other artioles that the woman may have been able to make. Of 

course, as slaves, women, as well as children, were made to do 

many tasks and to assist their masters in whatever occupation 
... 

they were engaged in, and it is not unlikely th~t j,n that way 

ma:n:iy: women and children were employed in the various trades of 

ancient times. 

SE GT ION IV - TRADE Alm HORKEH' s _ J:EQISLAT IOH.!. 

Belflore treating the subject of slaves in general, it 

will be in plaoe to speak of the legislation that was enacted 

to control and to order the various transactions and relation-

2 

ships of the artisan and the individual who emplo~ed his services. 

l. B.Mets. 7:6 Snh. 7a 

~- Ke th. 5:5 

3. 11os. B.Kam. 11:7 

4. Proverbs 31:2¥:1: 

5. Chall. 2:7 

6. B.Kam 10:9 

~! 
f\ 
~ . . 
~1. )l . 1' ..... 

~ 
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These laws applied to all sorts of \11/0rkers, even to the pro ... 

fessional group. For in the Ct.'Lse of the doctor, already the 

idea a.nd po::is:i.bil:i.ty o:f malprac.tice was considered and redress 

and punishment were provided for it. The doctor who was licensed 

by .the Beth Din, if he did harm to the patient by au cider.it, he 

was 1ree of guilt in the matter, but if it was purposed, he was 
l 

liable for the injury. If the doctor,, in treating the patient, 

had caused more harm than vvas constdered ·necessary in the course 
2 

of the treatment, he V\faS held liable. However, there is one 

statement that makes the doctor who ts licensed by the Beth 

Din and who has in,jured a pat lent, 1 iab le only to the Juclge ·On 
3 

High. Nor was the doctor allowed to inflict an injury merely 

be oaus e the re rs on was wi 11 ing and had asked that t t be done , 
4 

stating that he 'would not hold the doctor responsi.ble. 11he 

whole attitude in this matter of judging and punishing for med-
5 

ical malpractice seems to have been a sane and fair one• 

~t'he b~er who gave advice as to the genuineness of a 

coin was aiso held responsible for his advioeand had to make 
6 

good :i.n oasa he had advised wrongly. Teachers, :planters, 

1. Tos. Gitt. 4:6 

2 .. Tos. }3.Kam. 9:11 

' 3. Tos. B.Kam. 6:17 

4 .. B.Kam 8: 71 

5. Jfor a full t:f:.eatment of the subject, see J.Preuss, Bi.blisehe -
Talmudisohe Medizin, PP•. ~?O, ff. 

6 .. B.Kam 99b - r' ,'0~30~ 1'.n.:n rt4lil 1 :!> jpga,n 7,t 1")~ -~·'1 'Jn~ 

Tos. B.Ka.m 10:10 ..... .tJ.}11 i' t>.Y 
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barbers, and scribes, employed in a oity, who had made some 

mistake in the charge of their duties whose damage was irre-
1 

parable. could be dismissed without notice being given. 

Regulations concerning dealing with artisans who are 

paid for their work by their employers are numerous, and specify 

when the artisan is responsible for damages done to goods while 
2 

in his hands. The builder who spoiled building material wgile 
3 

at work, and due to his fault, had to pay for the damage. ~I1he 

carpenter who spoiled a chest or trunk or other article while 
4 

in his hands for repair, had to make good the damage. If the 

carpenter were given rough wood to malce an article of furniture, 

if he made the wrong article and made it in an unattractive 
' ' 5 

fashion, he had to pay for the cost of the wood. The miller, 

the bake:i:· or the butcher who spoiled material given to them for 

preparation, since they received a fee for the service, were 
6 

responsible and had to pay for the damage. The weaver who 

allowed articles to be damaged while still in his hands, was 
7 

also required to make good the damage. The dyer to whom wool 

was given for dyeing· had to pay for the spoiled wool in case 
8 

he dyed it poorly or wrongly. In case there was any difference. 

~~··-------~~~~~ 

l. B.Mets. 109a - l09b 

2. B.Kam. 9:31 0~11.J~ r:l.rn 1'1r~'Pl lPJl~ \'3YJ1N'J )113 

3. B.Kam 9:3 

4. Ibid B.Kam. lOla 
11os. B .Kam. lQ: 8 

5. Ibid; Ibid. 

6. Tos. B.Kam. 10:9 

7. Tos. B.M~ts. '7:15 

8. B.Kam. 99b :,, . I: 

' ' I 

. 

. ~
I 
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of opinion about these general laws, the principle that guided 
~ l 

the whole matter was:·,involrnd, 

"we do not depart from the local custom." 

As the worlcmen had certain responsibilities imposed by 

law, so they also had oertain priveleges warranted to hhem. 

The workman who was engaged in the task of gathering the farm

produots was allowed to eat of them so long as he was one of 

those whose right to do so was, 
2 

Torah .. 
, based upon the 

The worker was not allowed to change his work with 
3 

another merely in order to be able to eat of the best. 
4 

the worker vvas allowed to eat as mu.ch as he wished. 

Bu. t 

'.l.1he ar-

ti sans who were engaged to do oelr!tain tasks, were allowed cer

tain parts of the waste of the material giveh to them for pre ... 

pa.ration. The washers were allowed to retain the lumps of 
5 

thread that w-ere left after the washing, but they were not 

allowed to use more than three hooks in stretching the garments, 
6 

in order to prevent causing other threads to fall off. The 

carpenter was allowed to keep the planings, but not the chips, 

if the work was done in his own place, but if done in the em-

ployer's house, all the vvaste of the wood belonged to the owner. 

l. Tos. B.Kam. 11:18 - this rule seems to have been followed in 
all matters regulating workmen's customEl ancl prac
tices. 

2. Maas. 2:7 

3. Ibid 2:8 

4. B.Mets. 7:5; Tos. B.Mets. 8:8 

5. B.Kam. 10:10; Tos. B.Kam. 11:13. 

6. Tos. B.Kam. 11:13 

7. B. Kam. 10:10; ~ros. B. Kam. 11:15 

7 
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The tanner was allowed to retain all that came off with the 
l 

rinsing water. One fine protective measure for the worker 

was the fact that so long as the employer was watching the em-
2 

ployee, the latter could not be auoused of theft. 

Lest the worker ab'lii.se the priveleges allowed him, there 

were definite restrictions to prohibit the bµying of goods from 

workmen, ~'he principle seems to be that wherever the worker 

oiffered goods fo.r sale in such quantities as to appear that he 

:might r<haV.E1gst olen them from his master, the purchase of such 
3 

goods was prohibited. However, if the worker were to seibl 

goods in such quantities as to appear that he was selling the 
4 

goods fo:r:.his master, it was then permitted to buy the goods. 

If the worker offered: for sale articles which were. not his by 

right, but of which the master knew, it was also permitted to 
5 

purchase such gooa.s. To buy goods whioh were stolen was ab-
6 

solutely forliid.den. ~'he worker was also forbidden to hire 

out or even to use for his own purposes the animals or tools 
7 

of his master. 

The hours of work that were required of the worker were 

not J.iri.ited or fixed to a particular number, but the local cus

tom regulated the matter, so that where it was not the custom 

·----·-----... ·---·------""" ·- ..... _ 

1. Tos. B. Kam. 11:16 

2. 11os. B. Kam~ 11:18 

3. Tos. B. Kam. ,;i1: 9 

4. Ibid lJ.:S 

5. Ibid 11:9 

6. Ibid 11:9 

7. Ibid 11: 11 I , r 

lLL 
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for the worke:r to go to worlc early and to stay late, the master 
1 

could not force him to do so. This applied likewise to the 
2 

food that the master was supposed. to rn·d>vi.de fcl>r the workmen. 

'.11he worker was not allowed. to ,have two jobs, namely, to work 

both night and day, nor was he allowed to give his food. away, 

thus to starve or afflict himeielf and lessen the work he oou1d 
3 

do for his master. 

In the matter of paying the worker, there were more 

definite laws to govern the procedure. In the case of an artj.san, 

if a dispute arose over the amount to be paid :for the job, it 

was the owner of the material that had to bring proof concerning 

the price fixed, if the article was still in the hands of the 
4 

art:i.san; if not, it was the artisan who had to bring the proof. 

_. If the worker, who was employed wither by the day, week or month, 

stopped his work before the end of a day, the employer was re

quired to pay for a f~ll day; he could keep the wages, however, 
5 

until suns et. 

SECT IOU V - WORK:Ei'RS 1 ORGANIZATIONS. 
""'_.... .. ..,., I """ ~ *-""' -••• • -~--

Of trade organizat iorn3 of ancient times, such as unions 

or guild.s, we can fi.nd only the most elemental beginnings. That 

the merchants and artisans would gather together in one street 
6 

or marlcet for business, may or may not have been for mutual 

·---------·-----
1. B. Mets. 7! 11 

I 

2. Ibid 

3. Tos. B.Mets. 8:2 

4. Tos. B. Mets. 7:17 

5. B. Mets. llla 6. Jos. Wars 5:8;1. 
,. 

i.> !Go ,.: i .. : , ~· i.'I 
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benefit and would not necessarily indicate that they were or-

ganized in any way. 

Krauss cites the example of tho synagog that was in 

Alexander, that provided for the separation of the different 

groups of artisans and he maintains that it was not a syn.agog, 

but a sort of a market-hall where all the groups of workmen 

woula. each have a separate dj.vis ion so that workers who were 

in need of work or help could come to the group of which he 
l 

·was a member, by virtue of' his p:ract lcing the same trade. In 

Jmrusalem there seems to have been a synagog devoted to the use 
2 

o f the metal-embroiderers; this might indicate that there was 

some sort of a guild of this group of workers. There is also 
3 

mentioned the master of workmen ( fP"b7to ~UJ Jl"l), one who 

might have been the head of a trade-group. There seems to have 

been ex:preEJsions both in favor of and against competition among 
4: 

workers. 

~rhe bulk of unskilled labor in ancd.ent times was done 

by slaves. In ancient Palestine, as in other countries of the 

Orient of that period, slavery was an este,blished institution. 

1.!1oreign, non-Jewish slaves were in the majority and as t:i.me 

-----·-------- --· -- ____ ,, ____ _ 
l. T.A. Vol. II., p. 258 

2. Meg ' 2 6 a -1 0., ~ 0 T'CD t., uJ .J1 t> 3 .'.) JV 1 
See also above p. 

3. T • B. M. 11 : 24 , Ab. Z. a. r 1 7. b 

4.Macc. 24a 
Snh. 59b 

·, l 

u 



went on there was a growing feeling against the ownership of 

Jewish slaves, as we might infer from the priveleges bestowed 

upon the Hebrew slaves, and the treatment required by law of 
J. 

the master towards him. 

These slaves were not always inexperienced workers,but 

often had trades and profJBssions, the possession of which en-
2 

hanced the value of the slave. Quj.te a ·lively traffic went 

on in the sale of slaves. There were established slave-markets 

where the business was carried on; t.he markets o~ Gaza, Akko, 
3 

and Ba tne were noteworthy as centers of trading in slaves. 

The prices of slaves varied greatly, according to the 

conditions of the times, from a very small amount, to sometimes 
4 

a rather large figure, depending on the supply, which was 

usually regulated by the existance or la.ck of a war campaign., 

The sale of a slave was usually similar to the sale of real 
6 

property, a bi.11 of s a,le accompanied by a cons i aeration and 
7 

taking possession, provided the means of exchange. However, 

5 

sometimes the sale was affected merely as would be the sale of 
8 

movable chattels. 

---------... ____ ..... ________ _ 
1. Kidd 20a - see also Mielziner, 1l 1he Ins ti tut ion of Slavery 

Among the Ancient Hebrews, par. 16. 

2. Krauss, T.A., Vol .. II, pp. 86 and 90. 

3. Ibid, P.• 356. 

4. B.K. 4:5; 5:4; B.M. 8:4; Gitt. 4:9 

5. Schurer -1 H.$".P. - Div. I - Vol. II - p. 314. 

6. Gitt. 39a 

7. Kidd. 1:3 

8. J3. Bath 150b 

-___ .-, .. _ ,-,~ .. -. - .·.' $·''\ ..... ,, 
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l 
9.1he Law enjoined humane treatment o:f the slave, pro-

vided for his release and manumission, and prohibited the sale 

of even non-J'ewish slaves to non-Jews, or to musters resid.i:ng 
2 

outside of Palestine. For a summary (brief} of legislation 

dealing with the rights and priveleges of the slave, see David 

i'arbstein, Das Recht der unfreien und. d.er freien Arbeiter. 

·-····-··--·------·------------·---------
l. Mielziner - Tlle Insti.tution of Slavery - par. 20 

2. Gitt. 4:9 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

GENERAL 1WOU01v!IC SURV}JY. --------... 

With the foregoing presentation of the conditions of 

business life iri an.cient Palestine before us, the question 

arises as to what extent does it reflect the actual economic 

cond.itions of that period, roughly termed the first two centuries 

of the Common Era ? That period, filled as it was with the 

happenj_ngs of enormous influence in the life of the Jewish 

people, is from the historical point of view but scantily and 

often unreliably treated in all the sources of the time. '.L'he 

wars, the revolts, the destruction that befell the people were 

the things that occupied the histprian and recorder of' enc ient 

times.. What were the SO(}ial and economic conditions as results 

of these happenings h~we been left to deduction and inference 

to reveal. Before the destruction of the Temple in 70 C .E. , 

the economic conditions of the c ountr~r are somewhat easier to 

ascertain, having at least the scattered references of Josephus, 

upon which to base our asaumpt :i.ons. .1!,ollowing the destruction, 

the aocounts Of the 1atin. historians are OUl' SOUrces Of informa-

t:i.on, and with them the difficulty is that they are primarily 

interested in relating the progress and outcome of the vartous 

wars in which the iioman generals engaged. And, as would. be 

natural, refleot1ing glory upon them wherever possible, and ex

aggerating or underestimating the Jewtsh activities wherever 

it suited their purpose. '11his was b~ no me ans a dishonest 

, ,_._,_. J A '"' '. ") 
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practice of disregarding truth, but merely the manner of the 

ancient historians, who wrote with an honest national prejudj.ce 

instead of the modern so-called historical ... oriticaJ. sense. 

Our rabbinic sources that refer· to these times are merely 

isolated references in a great mass of literature, and present 

to us a most fragmentary picture of condi.tions. It will be 

our purpose, therefore, not to exhaust the material on this 

most difficult subject, but rather to show some general and 

more or less complete survey of the economic background in 

}'. . which the business conditions and life as here pictured were 
1, 

found in that period. 

'.I.'he political conditions of the times preceding the 

destruction of the Temple in 70 O.E. were the worst possible. 

) Beginning with the rule of Herod the Great ( 40-3 B.C.E. ) , 

and with all the internal stri~e that preceded it, there was 

an almost unbroken period of internecine war, of outside op

pression, of burd.ensome taxation, or relj.giou.s and. social un

rest that kept the country in a constant state of upheaval. 

Taxation was the great power that crushed the country, that 

choked the economic life of that period. Herod had beglil.n the 

process weJ.J.; his wars,. his extravagant tributes to Rome, his 
l 

imitation of the Roman zeal for public bullding, his senseless 

f'ury in prosecuting every plan that might fm·ther his own ends, 

aid his position and adcl to his glory, drained the resources 

of the small country by the unusual bu.rd.en of a tyrant's 

.......... ---------------------..... -------·---
1. Jos. Antiq. 16:15; 1-4. 
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impositions. When Herod died and one of his successors, 

Archaelaud, sought to win the t•avor of the people, one of their 

first demands was to be released from payment of annual dues 
1 

and Sal es taxes. This shows at once the pressure of the bur-

den of taxation upon the people. Andt no doubt, the practice 
2 

of farming out the taxes, still prevalent, did much to add to 

the already heavy 'burden of taxes, duties, customs, and other 

revenues demanded. of the people. 

With the advent of' the Roman procurators, this econo

mic difficulty of unreasonallle taxation did not find any amel

iora:tion. The procurator was sent by the Homan government with 
3 

one of the primary functions of acting as a tax offiuial. 

From the first procurator, Ooponius, that function was carried 
4 

out with great zeal, and taxes were levied with the ard.our of 

a patriot and the· personal interest of a politician, for the 

prouurator was not unmindful of the posstbilities of personal 
5 

gain. 

Famines, which were not an unusual occurrence in lales-

tine, oame to add to the distrel;1Sing conditions of the times, 

when even the outside charity of the Queen Helen of Adiabne 
6 

was greatly appreciated. Is it any wonder. then,· that in-
7 

surreotion and sedition were rife, that robbery and brigandage 

·---------~----·-----
l. Ibid, 17:8;4. 

Ibid, Wars, 2: l; 2. 

2. Jo s. Ant i q • 1 12 : 4 ; 3- 5 • 

3. Graetz - Gesch., Vol.III, p.245; II 

Schurer, H.8.P., Div.I, 
Vol. 2, p. 65 

Ib . d 246 4. 1 . , P• 

5. Jos. Wars 2:14;1. 

6. Jos. Anti~. 20:2;5 20:5;2. 7. Graetz,Gesch., Vol.III, p.345 
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were resorted to!! It is only the natural commentary to the 

terrible state of economic depression and disorganisation then 

existent. 

Thus it is not hard to see that whatever business was 

carried on, whatever commercial a.ct:i.vity there was, went on 

under the greatest dif:Piculties, continued only beca~se the 

people st:i.11 lived in the country, and no matter how bad the 

1- economic condition and situation, the necessities of lif'e had \_ 

to be surJplied, people must work and produce, buy and sell. 

And, it is to be remembered that in ancient times, the people 

were in a measure accm:1tomed. to the raids of robber bands and 

to the demands Of the tyrannous :rulers Who had held sway now in 

one form or another for several generations. As bad as things 

may have been, there was commercial activity, engaged in by 

shop-keeper and artisan, who with charaoterJstic oriental self

possession, worked on despite the antagonism of economic and 

political oondi tions. 

With the days that preceded the Destruction, with the 

overrunning of the country by the armies of the Homan conqueror, 

there is no doubt that the country was thrown into the greatest 

economic confudion. .Business went on in whatever way possible 

for it, trading and pi·oduuing whenever condi:bions of war al

lowed it, or the need of' the occasion demanded it, as in the 

case of John of Gischala' s venture in buying and. selling oil. 

l. Jos. Antiq. 20:9;5. 

2. Jos. Ware 2:21;2. 
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With the final conquest of the country, there is no doubt that, 

eoonomicially speaking, the national structure was wrecked. 

That many people were sold as slaves and a.t the lowest of 
1 

.Prices by the Homans is not to be doubted. Whether the large 
2 

figures that we find mentioned are to be trusted as accurate 

:l:s certainly .open to question, and the prol)abili ty is that the 

terrible conditions of the times led t-o.,.make the historian to 

make terrible exag~erations, espeeially when we consider that 

the numbe1~ of peopl13 sold as slaves, deported and killed, would 

altogether amount to what would have been several times the 

number of people that it is 'estimated as possible :E'or the coun

try to have contained and supportecl, hardly more than a half

million. That the main center of trqding, of commercial ac

tivity in store and shop and market, that, Jerusalem was com-

3 pletely destroyed, eeems to be established beyond a doubt, 

However, the process of rehabilitation did start as s con 

as the terrors of war subsided. It is reasonable to suppose 

that a fairly large group of people were left in the country 

and that these, in order to live, set to work to build and to 

produce a.s soon as possible. '.11here is something about the 

very horror of a destroyed country that impels the inhabitants 

to rebuild as soon as possible. It is to be borne in mind,also, 

that in ancient Palestine destruction at its worst coula. never 

have bee.1.l a.n:y,thing like that fomlowing upon a modern war and 

l. Graetz, Gesch. Vol. III, p. 448 ------
tr " 

2. Buchler, E.C.J., PP• 6,7 - gives Josephus' ftgures. 
3. Tann~ 4:6 
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that the st rue tures of an ancient oriental country were, with 

the exception of a few very imposing public buildings, not very 

elaborate and al tho easily destroyed, also easily rebuilt. Yet 

the process of rebuilding must have .encountered one great 

difficulty. During the conquest of the country we know that 

tb,e_supplies of materials were heavily drained for war purposes, 

espBcially by the conquering armies, whdl, if accounts can be 
l trusted, almost stripped the country of its building materials. 

Vespasian retained the land of Judea as private prope:rty 
2 

and to derive revenue therefrom, leased the same, and \~ can 
3 

infer t hat et ther thru 1 eases or grants of land,: the country 

was once again. open to agricultural activity. That in time the 

land recovered from the war-time destruction and lands were 

once again cultivated with the result that we hear of wealthy 

landowners and others of weal th, we have re as on to be 11.eve and 
4 

there is some bas is for our bel tef. The J?.1atr iarch Gama.li el 

seems to have been a wealthy _man, as vvere a number of other 
II 

scholars who lived in this period, a list of whom Buchler 
5 

gives • 

Just as there were a number of cities in Palestine that 
6 

were destroyed during the war, there were also a. number that 

1. Jos. Wars. 6:2;7 
11 

' 2. Buchler. F.::.c.J., p. 30 
I 

.. ' . 0 

3. Schurer, H.8".)P., Div. I, vol. 2, P• 253. 
11 

4. Buchler, E.C.J., pp.3lff. 

5. Ibid, pp.33-41 

6. B.' p.67 
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1 

escaped at least any very great destruction, ( e.specially in 

Galilee). In these cities it is natural that Phe Jews of other 

cities that had been totally destroyed would take refuge • 

This must have caused much poverty and incrE~ased the nurnber of 
2 

paupers, but at the same time it must have assisted in the re

hab ili tat ion of the country• when we remember the natural thing 

would be for the more fortunate Jew to help his less fortunate 
3 

·• · . coreligionist. Thus in the matter of a generation o:r. so, 

life in business and in workshop must have begun to flourish 

again, so that the conditions of business life were not merely 

memories of a past age, but were again becoming a part of the 

people's life and again assuming the reality of active economic 

regeheration. 

•. 

That the land must have recovered from the war-time 

destruction that laid it low seems to be a fact that we can 

assume on the basis of two important developments in the post

war life of Palestine •. The .lliirst is the rapid development of 

Jamnia as an academic center. True, the city had not felt the 
4 

destructive force of wart but unless the country in general 

had not begun to recover from the war, it would not have been 

pom3 ible for the college of Rabbi Joehanan to grow, as the 

scholars who were hecem:Jary for its e:x:istanoe must have found 

means for a livelihood and support, or they could not have 

remained there. This is especially true when we consider that 

1. Ibid 
·-----,,.._ ____________ _ 

II 

2. Buchler, E.C.J., p. 41. 

3. Ibid, p.8 

4. Ibid, p. 18 
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altho Galilee had been rather badlp devastated, it was a very 
·, 

fertile part of the country, and, being ruled over after the 
1 

Destruction by a Jewish governor, had a favorable opportunity 

} . 

for rehabilitation and, indeed, it was Galilee that became the 

economically active part of the country, rather than Judea, 

And .not alone were schools established in Jamnia, but in other 

places academies were started and schools for the education of 

,.,· 
I 

\ . 

.(., 

2 
children as well were opened. ~l1he presence of such education-

~l ~acilities would indicate that the country recovered in time 

from the effeots of war and had begun to re-establish life along 

pre-war lines. ~1.1hen when the great revo.l t broke out under 

4 Hadrian and when Bar Kochbah for a while was able to prosecute 

the rebellion successfully, we can certainly infer from that 

that the people had already reestablished the old life in the 

country. They must have been once more engaged in their old 

agi·icultural pursuits, trading, and general production must 

have beo ome almost normal again, despite the lb.indrances of 

outbreaks now and then, and the :i.mposition of the heavy taxes 

of the Roman government.. That the revolt o:f Bar Kochbah was 

able to continue for three years (132-135 O.E. ) its opposition 

to the large forces and best generals of Rome would indicate 

that considerable resources were at hand to support the rather 

large force of men that Bar Kochbah is ere di ted with having 
3 

gathered. If this acuount of the numbers of his army can be 

relied upon, it in turn would indicate that the population of 

l. Snh. 32b 

2. G;aetz, Gesch., Vol. IV, p. 50 
Buchler, E.O.J.t p. 27. 

3. Graetz, Gesch., Vol. IV., p. 151 
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the land had lj.kewise rehabilitated. its elf and fiu·nishes in 

that way further indication that the land had recovered its 

economic organization by the time of the Bar Kochbah revolt. 

Following the disastrous outco1;ie of the Bar Kochbah 

revolt, the country no doubt presented a complete picture of 
l 

destruction and general economic ruin • People were again 

sold as slaves and deported; no doubt, in even larger numbers 

than befpre. The Homans proceeded to destroy z·uthlessly, 

knowing that when it would be rebuilt, it would be done so 

completely, and as a Roman colony. Thus, whatever of rehabil

itation took,place in the years following was more or less the 

work of the Roman government.. Jerusalem was rebuilt as a 
2 3 

Homan colony, from whmch Jews were barred. D:ppressive re-

strictj.ons and anti-Jewish laws of the Roman government made 
4 -

life for the Jew almoeft unbearable and imposst'ble, so that 

whatever he thought to do in the way of rehabilitating the 

country was done only with the greatest difficulty. Life in 

the devastated count_ry was hard at its best and every sort of 

commercial activity was certain to have the greatest diffioulty 

in surviving. The conquered people were now burdened wt th 
5 

taxes greater and heavier to bear than ever. When the em:peror 

-------,----------·-*'"'"'-""-·"-... "·-·-~----'-
Tl 

l. Schurer, H.G".P., div. I, vol. 2, p.314 

2. Ibid, P• 315 

3. Ibid. 

4. Ibid, p. 318 

5. Graetz, Gesoh., Vol. IV., p. 224. 
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Pesoenniue Niger was asked to relieve some of the burden of 

taxation from the people, his answer was: "Would that I might 
l 

be al)le to tax the very air you breathe! " ~Chis indicates 

the pressure of oppressive taxat:i.on, from which it is e-asy to 

gatbe·r that it must have been long after even the end of the 

second century C.E. before the life of the Jews in :Palestine 

began to recover any of its former normal condition and econo-

mic prosperity. 

--- -·----------· -----------
lo Ibid add page 225. 
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APPENDIX A. 

Some :Important Vegetables and Grains Mentioned In: 

K~laim 1:1 

Barley-corn ( pani.ole) ri-·n.!fw ( 1nt'l!LI) 
Beans -.,•90 
Beans 'J19 
Beans (white) (p.~n) ~19 
Bean (an aquatic plant) fi9l't!> 
Beans (Kidney} D\~l~Ul 
Corn ..nh:i:w 
Oats ~~1w ..n~ll.'111 
Peas ~ pp,1i;, 
Hye-grass r-:m· 
Spelt. rmn::> 
Rye. P£)'11J 
Ke la im 1l.§. 

Cariander (garden) 1101.:» 
Ca,riamler (wild) (n;UJ) ">1tn:) 
Cucumber J1tl.l.Pft 
Cueumber (bitter) ;t.!-11».., 
1Dnd iM.es r11.1i,1J1 
Endi~es ( wila.) (;-rrw) 1 lll~LY 
Gourd ( Egyptian)('Wnil)Jl~~"T 
Leek 0'W"'1;:) . 
Lee.k (wilCL) (;i1w) 'lll'".Jl 
Lettuce ( gard.e n) .Jn m 
Lettuce !hill) (01h) .n,rn 
Melon (apple-shaped~cucumber-

melon or squash). Ji~~~'J 
Mustard ( corru;rnn) ~T1n · 
MU.Btard (Egyptian),. ('1!:1n) ~.,.-m 

Kel.c.iim l.t~ 

Beets 0•11'),n 
Cabbage 11..nin.n 
Cabbage (rounded} ..11?~ 
GarJ. i c DlUl 
Garlic (wild) .n'.nmu 
Lupine oun1.n 
Lupine (Homogeneous with 
Onion ~!11 , 
Onion (dwarf) $1!11!:J:t.. 
Orache (garden) o':n.ll~ 
Haddish r1~3 
Turnip .n9~ 

Ned.aiEL§: 9 

Asparagus 017'19b'~ 
Lee.it (with head).n101~9jl 

Orlah 3:7 
--~ 

Bee ts . f l'l..r'I 

Orache (garden) a,31y~ 
Pomegranates (pi) 1,3,u.., 

(B1dan) 
Nuts ( l')erek) (p-,9) •tJJ)~ 
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