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BUSINESS LIFE IN PALESTINE.

INTRODUCTION.

In considering the subject of business life in Palestine
of the period of the first two centuries of the Common Era, we
find that it is necessary to make clear at once the scope and
méahing of the term "business life." To take the narrower mean-
ing of commercial activity as reflected in, and contributed to
by oréanised business institutions, would hardly suit the present

purpose of giving a general survey of the business activities

in Palestine of the period mentioned, wherever such are found.,

Thus, we will find it proper to congider the whole general field

of buying, selling, producing, and related activities not merely
ag parts of an organiged busiﬁess structure (which we have today
and which, as such, did not exist in ancient Palestine ), but

as we find them engaged in upon farm, in store, shop, or factory,
in streets, or even in private houses; all as more or less in-
dividusl efforts with but little relation one to another and,

at best, only organised in a most elemental manner. In this way,
we will present a picture of the business life of the country,
which will include not only arconsiderétion of business activities
of the actual agents of business, but those of the contributing
and assisting factors in the world of commerce, such as the
professional worker, the skilled worker or artisan, the unskilled
laborer, and‘even the slave. Ve thus hope, thru the medium of
thig picture of the business life, to reflect something of the

8tate of the-economic background of the life of the people who




dwel$ in Palestine during the period under consideration.

%
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CHATPTER ONE.

AGRICULTURAL COMMERCE.

With this in mind, we may proceed at once to the treat-
,ment of the budiness of agrisulture, perhaps the most lmportant
part of business life in Palestine. Small and broken up by

topographical irregularities as the country was, it was never-

theless intensely cultivated and made to produce all that it
: ' _ 1
was possible to secure from the soils  Altho we find that .
-4 \Palestine is usually geographically divided into three sections,

Juda}l,'(«}alilee, and Trans-Jordania, with accompanying differences

in the products of each, we shall however deal with the products
and cbnnéct ed business activity.of the country as a whole. For
even tlien the whole country is not of very great extent and
‘terri.torial‘ di:ﬁ‘fer@nces are therefore not apt to be many, or
.greétl'y marked., Likewise, we find that' topographical differ-
- ences 97 - hill-or mountain-country, nN?9W - lowland,
?ny ~ valley-country ) affect the soil products, but only
in so Tar as so,m'e products are particularly notgd in heving

come from some certain district of the country. Yet, this

does not’'form a sufficient distinction to merit it separate

treatment.

Despite the smallness of the country, we find that

Palestine had"a rather well-developed agriculture. A large

1. Delt - JoAn:l-JO po 260

2. Bicc., 1:10 -B‘]\Y))’llu ERRID N AN - Tog. Bicc. 1:5 ~
' D"Pﬂy "31v30




4
1
variety of grains was raised, sufficient not alone for home

consumption, but probably providing asg well for the exporta-
tion of quantities to foreign lands.a If we can infer anything
from the large number of garden-products, the Palestinian far-
merrdi@'not concentrate alone on grain:raising, but gave much
of his time and land to tru.clc--f‘t_a,:r'ming.!5 Fruits, altho limited
“in Variéty (ag compared with the modern abundsnce ) were also
given their share of attention by the cultivators of the 1and.4
This is psrticularly so in the case of olive~ and vine-raising
and pslm-tree cultivetion (date~palms), Wpioh constituted very

)
important farm-industries of the country.

ls Kil. 1:1-9 gives a rather complete 1list of the grains; also
Mags. 1:1-8

, 5:8
Mags. Sh. 1:4
Orl‘a 5:7

Jists of which are to be found in Appendix A.

2. D'mai 2:4; 5:6; speaks of AIN "HI3IME N3IvCD N, as
wholesa]ers in’ grain; dealers who dealt in large quantities.
Their business might, however, have been only domestic; yet,
Shebi 6:5 might 1nd10ate that produpe and oil wexe exported.

B, Kil. 1:1-9. -
Orl. 3:7

4, Ibid.
Also, Maas. l:4; 2:5,6.

5. Jos. Wars 3; 3:% -~ (especially in Perea).
" "3 10 8 - (especially in Gennesareth),
{raus -~ T.A., Vol. I, ©p«2l4, par. 177, '
Die Dattlepalme und der Olbaum sind die Hauptrepraqon»
tanten der alten Flora des h.Landes (L.Iéw, Graph.
Requis, 1, 88 ).

)
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We find that olive-trees grew in all parts of Palestine;
those, however, that were most proguctive were to be found in
Galilée.l, We also find that Pereah wag likewise adaptable 1o
the culture of the olive—treeo A number of c¢ities in wvarious
péfts of the éountry were especially noted as sources for the
olive-o0il supply of the country. ’l‘elcoa5 is credited with first
place-as the olive-o0il center, with Regeb in.Perea a8 second
and Giscala in Galilee as third,4 It is of interest to note
that it was John of Giscala who is credited with having profited
well from a clever deal in oil.J

Altho the kinds of olives are roughly divided into two
BToups { fnw "N'F - o0il olives and 7% "N°§ -eating
olives) we find that there were}a number of varieties talking

6
their names either from the place of thelr production or from

les Men. 85 b.
Jog., - Life, Chapt. 13; Wars, 2:21;Z2.

2. Jos, Vars, 3:3:;3. c¢f. Bice. 1:10

3s Tose Men. 9:5 ==
Togses Men. 8:3

4, Tos, Hen. 9:5, known ag - an w

~

5, Jos, Wars 2:2l:2., =~ John of Giscals had monopoly in oil.

6., Peah 7:1 - NNV NP . Netofah olive (or olive that
dripped oil).
(Tog. Feah 5:9)~"31391W IW§- Shifkhon olive (or olive that
) yielded much o0il).
(J.Peah 7:20a 3 - '3W1 P - Beshan olive (or either rich
olive or dry olive, - see J.Peah
20a top).




' 1
the quality of the fruit. The gquality of the oil depended

not alone on the kind of olive, but more upon the state at

which it was gathered and the stage of the pressing from which
2
it came.
: 3
Begides the use of the olive as a source of olil it was

in itself an important food. In fact, the olive must have been

& tather popular fruit, for they were sold at places where
4

numbers of people were in the habit of congregating. Here ,

a8 1n modern resorts, stalls must have been placed nearby
5
where they were convenient and attractive to the passers-by.

. ( MBIX - med. sized olive
1, Kel, 17:8 - ( WNAXN - med. sized olive - see Ber. 39a.,
© phrps. another name
Ab Zar 2:7) '
Tos.Ab Zar 4:8) s'n5w - olives which came free from
: ' kernels easily.

Men, 8:3 ) |

Tos, Toh. 10:12) 5”3573~ shrivelled olives ~ not used
’ for oil.

Tbid 11:5 D% "T°I9- wild olives.

Jer. Peah 7:20a ~ y‘T]J« a superior kind of olive.

LMn. 8:4 - three are gatherings of olives and three stages
of pressing from which oil is secured.
en. 8:5 =~ quality evaluated there.

Which was used for food, unguent, medicine, lighting-fuel -
See (Kraus - T.he, VOl.II - p.226),
e ., NOH - an olive by-produect of the waste pulp after

the pressing, was used as a fuel also - Sabb.4:1

Kraus (T.A. Vol. II - p.229), maintains, however, that

olives were sold at b.houses, as a means of securing fresh
0il for anointing the body after bathing - he guotes Linas.4:1
in support.

Pos. Hb. Zar 4:8 MXSNIN NN9 Yy 0dNI }*n‘pmn a'ny
' \
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| Bhe industry of oli%euoulture received severe set-backs
during the destructive days of the Hadrianic Wars, when the

whole land was more or less aevastated. But this industry,

_apparently & very vital and important one in the country, soon

recovered Trom the blows of the war, so that the olive was again
an article of consideration in the produce of the oountry.l
(Herzfeld L., in his Handelsgeschichte quotes Plin. 15:4 to

the effect that the olives of Dekapolis were s ent as far as
Italj).

The wine-industry, to this day perhaps the most important
in Palestine, was not less so in early days. All parts gf the
country were adaptable to vine-culture; the hill—countryb was
terraced Ffor the purpose, but valley-land was most suitable
for the needs  -of the vineyard.z Pirst in importance as a wine-
,cehter\was Keruchin, with Beth Rimah and Beth Laben, Signa,

4
ond Aziz Ffollowing in order of importance.

l, J. Peah 7:20a top 3w KIP.N' oY 5 VR x5 0’ 71 uJ//’ i
bay paAn 5 DX ATIM VEIR DITITR Kaw Prism 0T <w

AN3W fah W PIsH DN YDy
2. Shebi. %:8,9 len. 8:6

3, Sheron and Carmel and Gennesareth vallies were greatly
fermed. See Nidd. £2:7. Tos. Nidd. 3:4; Nidd., 2la;
Sabb, 77a. The Rishon 1'Zion Vineyards in the Sharon
Valley are famous even today.

4, Men.\826 " '
(Krauss cites Rd. Lewte - Menm. 8:11 - in note 589 - p.0603,
Vol. I1)
Kil. 6:3,




Not always was the prdﬁuct of the vineyard converted at

once into wine. We know that the grapes were often carried

to the market to be sold therel and it is quite possible that )
like other fruits they were also sold direct from the vineyards,.
as dp many small growers and farmers today. The wine, however,
was the product of greatest commercisal importance., It wag sold

1locally at the markets for retail consumptionzand gshipped to

meny places as a principal article of the export trade,4
'Vinegar?,br soured wine, (made so either by acoident6 or

purpdsedr)wasaa us eful by-product of the wine ipdustry. It

wea.s ﬁsed not slone in cooking, but is recomnended as a refresh-

8
ing beverage as Wwell.

1, Tos, Toh. 11:7
2, Maas. 2:5

Toé. Ab Zor., 4:12 - speaks of retail sale and wholesale
- ‘ ag well.

Tbid; and see Klausner - Jo. of No, pe186.

Ned. 6:9 membtions n3np poin (vinegar made from
late fruite), also in Ter. 11:2, do we find mention
of 0°M197T 1" - a beverage made of apple juice-

possibly cider.
Gitt. 3:8; Sand 10la

Hen. 8{7 Tos. Li2 - Vvinegar made from TNN -{the
: _ husks of pressed grapes).

J. Sgbb. 143144 -mwmmmmnomsesos ‘ WaIn DX Iwrn PN
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Other fruits that formed part of the general stock-in-
trade were the figs and d_ates,32 in partmcuiar. They were on
sale in the markets ahd bought as they were in small quantitiesz
were undoubtedly an important article of daily food. Iany
- were likewlse packed and pressed into cakes, thus formihg a
convenient shipping produo‘c.5 |
| vCattle~raising as an extensive trade in Falestine was
not possible due to the natural limitatlons of the land and to
the restricted demand for animal products, since meat was
saten but little, as a rule, in the Drient and, once the
cattle were slaughtered, the meat was difficult to preserve.
Stili, herding of small stock was quite possible in the rockyA
portions of the country, as sheep and goats are hardy animals ; !
and suited to the rough nature of thé land. In fact, the
herding of small stock was considered a profitable business

, 4
and recommended ag one way in which to become rich. These

1. 0D>yMmN  WwaT - & date product called date honey; |
appearently a substitute for bees' v
honey - Ned. 6:9; Ter. 1ll:8 :

2. laasr, 2:1-6 - posgibly due to economic depression or
goearcity of figes and other fruits, only
small quantities could be bought at one
time.

3. Massr. 2:7

4., Chullin 84 a, 84b =~ MT NN POY HWUIITW A8
Altho there was a prohibition against raising small cattle :
in Palestine (B.Kem. 7:7), it is however, expressly P
stated there that such cattle could be ralsed in the !
Cowild pla%es.
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small and heardy animals were advantageous from two angles,
one as g source of food, providing quantities of dalry products

much eaten in the Orient, and furnishing the wool for the
1L
menufacture of articles of clothing and general fabrics,

Of the two animals generally herded, the goat was considered
the better, probably due to its hardier nature.

Large cattle, such as cows and oxen, were always held
2
at a premium. As the beasts generslly used for the heavy

farm work, they were much in demand snd we find that lending,

borroWing, and hiring of animals foa periods of time, as they
were needed, were eo?mon practioes.L As beasts of burden,
the ass and the mulei were then even,as in this day , the
most relied upon animals, and were particularly adapted to i}
the poor and narrow paths and roads of ancient oommun:’Loation..J

le Be Kama 10:9; Kraus T.A., Vol. I, p.138. BSee aléo
A notes 107-111.

2e Be Metzia 806b - MY DVNAAYW INAIN

3. B.letzs, 8:1,28; 6:3-b; Kraus T.A., Vol.II, p.ll6 -
: takes this as an indication of the poverty of
the people; it may also merely indicate the
gcarcity of cattle as naturally existant in a
small country. c¢f. B.Kama 7:7 and Bartanora's
comment thereto. :
Also the fact that conscription of animals for the
- government forced labor seems to have been common,
is to be considered in this connection. (See
B. Metzs, 6:3).

4, Horses not so much in use and were usually imported for
~use at court and in warfare.

o )
50 KI‘auS TOAQ’ poll'?-
Agsg-drivers were known as a group of unreliable
fellows ~ not trusted - Demai 4:7.




| 1.
Cattle-dealing was apparently a ¥ather important business.
In Jerusalem we find a market ( S”HUGY by MY ) devoted to
the.pﬁrpOSel and eonsidergbhe legiglation bearing on the sale
of enimals to an idolatera which would indicsate that the
business was quite extensive. Of the by-products of cattle~
raising, we'have first those of the dairy, milk and cheese,
(goate' milk in particular) consumed as an article of diet by
all (evaﬁ off therapeutic value)? The wool was of commercial
value as a native raw material suitable.for all sorts of
menufacture. <whe wool-dealers are likewlse credited with a
market in Jerusalem,4 and we hear of where they, in combina-
tion with the dyers, formed a sort of monopoly upon the trade,
demandiﬁg 8, sharerin all the business that came into the city
from the outside.Q The meat of slaughtered animals was to be
bought and sold, as a rule, in the markets. The hides repre=
gsented a valued source of material and were used for the
making‘of gaQRS, clothing,.shoés, coverings; harness, and

: 6 -
parchment. ‘The hides were elther prepared at home, or were

-

l. Erub. 10:92 (wrongly given as Erub 8:9 in XKlsusner - J.of N.

: p.176, note 8), This taken by some to refer
to perfumer's mart, but is to be more accurately
translated as cattle~dealers' market -~ see

v Xlausner, as above.

20 B.MQtZQ 1:6,7.

3e lakhsh. 6:5; Tos. B, Mets. 5:4  mabin (pw 73573 oY
. ' . TOS. 5:5 : ‘ .

)
4, Erub. 10:9 - P 0N bw P IR oY 20 - the

confusion here &8 to whether 1t was & cattle~ or wool-
dealers’ mart would indicate that both were sold at same
market, as would seem natural. ‘
See Jos. Wars, 5:8;1

b, Tos, B.Meta. 1l:24 2¥5 xuw apm 5 ymh pyasal PInsn pxw
6. Kel. R4112; 26:5, AL pemw 131> A3
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gent to the leather worker or tanner ( {Ta¥y or °00M ),
who either dressed the hides for a fee, or who bought them
snd resold them after their being properly tanned_.-L Among
other parts of the enimal that were used were the horns,
which were made into musical instruments.2 Already the anciengs
had learned the care of our modern packing houses, where
nothing is wasted. %he blood of aﬁimals that were slaughtered
was found to be a valuable fertilizer, and was marketed to
the gardeners.5

"With reference to the agricultural and cattle-raising
ocecupations, we have a great abundance of legislation affect- -
ing aﬁd controlling the c¢omzercial activities bound up with

them. But, since this legislation is primarily of a religious -

" nature and, as such, i& apart from the matter of business

laws and ethics (to be treated 1ater), we will not dwegl upon 5
any exposition of it here. The 1aws'of'Maaser (tithing), i
Bikkurim (first-fruits), D'mai (doubtful things), and etc.,
may have imposed meny duties upon the farmer and the dealer

in théir products, yet we can hardly say that they were laws
of busginess,

Hunting and fishing were carried on as trades in a

1. Krauss, T.A., Vol. II, p.259
TRT?% - worker and dealer in leather
(trans. by Jastrow) would indicate

a8 much.
2. The word 370  is used both for the enimel horn and
the ingtrument. See also Krauss, T.A., Vol.III,p.%6.
5. Yomah 5:6 2217 373332 TYMIY . altho this

- deals with the blood of sacrifices, since it was
the practice to selljthe blood from such, no doubt
the blood of other slaughtering was likewise sold
and used,
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limited way in Palestine, but never to any great ext ent ,
1
as to be of commércial importance.

1. Herzfeld, L., discusse% hunting and fishing in his |
"Handelsgeschicite)] on page 105, and Krauss, in his

"palmudische Archaologie, on pages 143-146.

e




CHAPTER TwWO.

BUSINESS LIFN IN STORE AND SHOE.

In general commercial 1life, we notice that business

LB e T g
N T RN b T g A O

activities centexr around, or in certain definite places

provided for the transaction of business. So, in Palestine,
barter and ssle was carried on in stores and shops, in markets,

and thru traveling merchants end peddlars. Stores were located
1
either in the dwelling or courtyard of the owner, or in
2

districts set aside as the business section of the city.
3
Of stores, we find mention of guite a variety, the green-grocer,
4 5 6 7
the baker, the dyer, the carpenter, and the butcher -~ -gll

had their shops. We also hear of the wine-shop where, perhaps,
8
like in an Buropean cafe, food was also sold. There was,

however, the food and sweet-shop, also ( Y29 ), where
9
confections were sold, There the shop~keeper or salesman ( 3130)

B.Bath 2:2

Tbid 2:3

Tog,s Makhsh. 5:9,10

B.Bath 2:3

Ibid.

Tos. B.Kama, 6:25 ?
Chullin' 95a. |
Ab. Zar. 5:5; Tos. B.Mets. 3:27

Koh, R. to 1:18,




A

and,sometimes,it was the saleswoman - ( N30 ) - sold
thelr wares. These stbres at tﬂe best were never very large,
but weroe really little more than encloded stalls or bazaars,
ag féuhﬁ,thruout-the Orient today. The market was a larger
affair, either devoted to the sale of generalAmerchandiSQ{i
in the memmer of a‘perménent fair, or was given over to the

exclusive use of one group or kind of merchants.5 A ﬁumber

of cities were noted for the markets which were located in
them; and. in Jerusalem, in particular,}due no doubt to the
largé'ﬁumber of visitors there, markets and stores were, nu--
fmerousaél Speclial dafys were set aside‘as market @ays, ag. is
‘the custom in the markeﬁs of meny modern eities.b The tem=~
porary fair, on a large scale, was also held in various cities-
and was an important merchandising center.é Besides, those
merchahts who had fixed places for the sale of their goods,
the peddlar and traveling merchant, helped in the distribution

: 7
of merchandise. These would travel from place to place and

. Le Keth. 9:4

' T
2. Krauss, T.A, Vol,II., p.356, (Ab Zar. 4:12 (mentions the
_5715u77~another term for retail market). Also.Arakhin 6:5. Y

3, Jos, Wars 6:8;1 ; 2:19;4 ; Bets. 5,a. Makhsh 6:2
4, See Kraus T.A., Vol. II, p. B56; also Ker. 3:7 speaks of
market of Emmauis. .
Hérzfeld, Handelgeschichte, p. 145
5, B.Bath. 22a

6. Krauss, TiA., Vol. II., p.356; also Tos. Ab.Zar. 1:5; _
- Chullin 9la - DIRNR Ly Phwx, also Kerwbhdh 3:7

7. lMassr. 2:3, peddlar of baking D'mai b:4.
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peddle their wares, and it seems that thru them the early

" e e s

Jewish girls were able to secure trinkets and other feminine
adornments, even as the early settlers in America would depend
on the Jewish peddlar for like articlee.l

The ancient Jewish merchant had two main sources of
gupply for his stock in trade., With the smaller merchant, as

a rule, it was the custom for him to make the articles which

he sold. The artisan was also the merchant selling not a
1&rge.Variety of goods, but merely a £ ow kinds, and sometimes
Only that one article which he manufactured himself. The
merchant who did business on a somewhat larger scale was the
one who was dependent upon importation as the source of his
supplies. We can readily imagine jphat a‘rather lively export
and impoxt trade was carried on, especially when wé consider
that "more than half of the articles of commerce eﬁumerated.
by Herzfeld came from abroad."2 We also are impressed by

the numerous references thruout rabbinic literature, to ships,
gailing, and sallors, and can deduce from them that shipping
was cafried on extensively, exporting the surplus of Palesg-
tinlan products and importing t%e many things that the country
obuld\in.néwise furnish itself.d Another source'oi?supplies
for articles of trade was the factory, which, as such, wus

4
developed in a limited way as a place where an artisan would

1. B.Bath 22% - "O'WIM W “TO pyya J IR v

Loxowr msah prsn
2. Kleusner, J.of N., p. 186

. Kel. 15:1; Tos, Ter. £:13, also Herzfeld, Hundelgeschichte,
ppP. 149-b3. Also AB., Zar. 5:2; Nid. 50a ~ R.Akiba f
comnected with shipping; also Krauss,T.A,,Vol.II,p.355 |

4. Klausner, J.of N., p.l1l78 |
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with the help of one or two of his famlly, or of outside

workers. We do also hear of certain towns or cities, the whole

- of which were given over to the carrying on of the one main
1
kind of trade or manufacture, (cOmpare modern places, such as

Glovergville, Ironton, Wagon Works, taking their names from

the main industry there centered)., Among such places were
2 ‘
Magdala (  RVYIZS %Tm0 ) known as & dyeing center, Kefar,
3

Hananys end Sichnin, famous for their potteries, Arbel and
A 4 y
Beth Shean, where rough and fine linen products were made, j

b
and Sepphoris, noted for its weavers. Probably Amaki was
‘ , 6
known as the center of the shoe-meking industry. lydda wag a
city noted for its merchants ( T2 7230 ), who were re=-
7

puted'for their cleverness and their charging of high prices.
0f the methods of increasing or attracting business,the

ancient merchany was not entirely ignorant. KFor one thing,

he knew that an attractive Shop would draw eustom; he therefore

o . 8
did some interior; as well as exterior decorating to his store.

l. Klausner, Joof N.,, p. 118
- 24 J.Maasr. 3:50 ¢ top.
Do To&.ﬁtﬂbts. 6:3; B. Mets 74a
4, Koh. Raba to 1:18
5,J.B.Bath III:3

6. Kel 26:1 'PNY 573D
also ,’%’T? ?T30

E B 7. B.Mets., 4:3. See also Bartinoro to this.

E 8, B.Mets. 69b; Bets. ba; AbZar. 1l:4 probably refers to non-

b Jewish shops, which were decorated with wreaths.

Tos.Makhsh. 3:9 - wares were displayed on outside
of store.

B.Kama 6:6 - stored were lighted with lamps.
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Pr&zes or premiumsg were also given away as an advertisement,
particularly to attract the children. Credit and a charge
"acbount were features that the storekeeper then pleced at the
disposal of his customers, Indeed, from the liishnaic passage
telling‘of the Divine system of credit and collections, we
might easily imagine that the credit business already in those
days was conducted along the lines of the preSent day install-
ment house, characterised principally by the thoroness of their
means of collection. It is quite possible that one of the means
most practiced to secure added business was the age-0ld one of
price-cutting, altho, no doubt, efforts were made to control
the practice by having fixed'prices.z Articles bearing the
trademark of, 6r being sold under the meker's name, were also
8014 and being known as such increased the sales of the maker
for his product, as in the case of stoves of earthenware, where
we find mention of two kinds, Aknai's stovesg and Ben Dinai's
stoves.4 ‘BakerS,iikewise,were in the habit of either marking
or meking their product so that it could be identified as com-
ing from one baker or the othexub It seems that the store-
keeper acted also as a banker or depository for his customers,

6
as an addedkoonvonlence to them. ZEmployers could send their

le Ab, 3:16

2. B Mets. 4:12

3.Kel 5:10 (see Tos, Y.T. to this also).

4, Ibid and Bartinoro to Kel 8:9

b, D'mai 5:4

6. B.Metzia 3:11 -(This was a common practice of storekeepers

until modern times, of the last few generations,
when banks have become S0 prevalent ).
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~

~workmen with orders to the storekeeper for goods to be charged

to their account. This was another convenience offered by the

ancient storekeeper. This is to be compared whth the "company ; i
gtore"™ in small 1ndust11al town today.l N
{ Altho one would expect that the anclent merchant had
complete fteedom in the conduct of his business, we Tfind that
it was quite to the contrary. Custom and law regulated his
business to an even greater extent, proportionately, than we ; 5

notice prevalent today. What exactly constituted a transaction, | -
2 1

just what exchanges had to take place, were clearly defined.

When an article was sold, what as a necessary part went with it

as part of the sele, as for instance what went with a ship,
when it was sold, the essential parts, mast, sail, anchor, etc.,

was all explicitly determined, so that the chances of taking
' 3
adventage of some innocent party were thus materislly lessened.

Then, in the whole matter of cheating, (weights and mesmures
: 4
were carefully protected and guarded from being false), over=
b
reachi@g or overcharging,.there were laws to control and govern

(5) .
wag provided for, and permitted by law. Deception in selling

such practices. Even the matter of the return of a purchase f
|

l. Shevoth 7:5 B.Mels9:12

v§~ﬂ{‘ 2. B.Metzia 4:1

1 5.B.Bath 5:1-5

4. B.Mets., 5:7*8; B.Bath 5:10~ll
5. B.Mots. 4:4-10,12.

6. B.Mets, 4:3,6.
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. wag strongly condemned, and not alone the deception of fellow-
Jew, but even in stronger terms the deception of the non—Jew.l
Yot we do know that deceptions of many sorts were practiced,
particularly in the metter of dilution, a?ulteration, and
falsifying of products of food and drink.a However, especially
in the case of the necessities of life, every effort was made
to protedt‘the consumer by watching thé quality of the goods
soid and keeping the prices fimed to a normal level, less re- E
gard being paid to the demands of the producer than to those of %
the consumer. { With the matterrof present day farmers' demands
before us we see this attitude of the ancients to be the very
opposite'of the one held generally today). Any action, if
takén, tgat might ceuse a rise in market prices, was génerally
avoided.d Dealing in "futures" was likewise limited, since an
agreement to gell could not be made until the market prices

had been\pﬁblish@d.4 In general, the effort was made to fix

thg merfet prices, not to create a monopoly, but rather to
establish a normal sfandard, which would be as low as possgible.
An interesting feature of ancient business control was the
market-mester, or market-overseer ( OIW 31K ,pw ya,pran ),
His dubies were to especially watch the gale of necessities,

to safeguard their pubity, to keep their prices normal, to inspect

See S.Bernfeld, Judische Geshaftsmoral -Das Lieht -Vol.?
p.9,10,18,24,285, Tos. B.Kama 10:15  arn a0 nx sn

puwn 20 397m w bLyazm cmn Yvr onn b oy inab
See Krauss, T.A. Vol.II, p.369

Taan. 2:9 B.Bath 8b
Bollota, 537 ==’ ~ L0

“, .
e i trcmstocs e e,




weltare of the public. His office was an highly respected
oten | |

Zoning laws have been hailled as the mark of a modern
¢ity., Yet, they were not unknown in encient Palestine. For
there, already, laws had been made restricting the location of
certain businesses and factories to particular sections of the

city. Likewise, a business which might be constituted a

nuisance or a detriment to snother business, was legislated
5 .

. » b
for, and restricted as to location. -

The business man is today respected in most quarters.
And, for the Jew, some congider it the only natural occupation.
Heny have contended that the Jew was fitted for nothing else,
and we e%en know of Sombart's famous work, (Die Juden und das
Wirstehafteleben - The Jews and lModern Capitelism) , which
sought to prove that the Jew was by nature suited to be the
busihess man and so constituted as to be the natural people to
ev&lVe the 1ldea and system of modern capitalism. <his case
has, of course, been greatly argued about so that it will onlj
be necessary for us to briefly comment upon the matter, and for -
the rest, fo refer to the sources im literature in order to.
complete our survey here of the conditions of businéss life

cand activity in aneient Palestine. In the classical passage

1. T.Dem 2:22 ¢ top 26 Y1t 29w awah vhy pmTI hiTh 01y 3R

Tos, Kel 6:19 - as examiner of wine Tos. Ab. Zar.lés
taster of wine., B.Bathia 8% - r1.51y173§ M PX
; praywb 32 mnb
2. Xbauss, T.A. Vol.IIL, p.373 -.contrasts him with the tax~
gatherer and duty~collector who were greatly disliked.

3. B. Bath 2: 2,3,8,9.

the weights and measures, and in other ways to protect the. E
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on this subject in rabbinical literature, we certainly find

no approving WOT% for those engaged in, or seeking to enter ' il
commercial life, The statement of Rabbi Gorion conlemns “l
- the business man among others as Dbeing engaged in a thievish :
occupation and advises against a father teaching his son to be |
one. For a complete review of this matter and a critieism of

Sombart's theories, we can consult loses Hoffman's "Judentum it
2 ' ‘

wnd Kepitalismus."  Of course, the question sarises then,

whence the cause for all the business activity engaged in by |

the Jew of anclent times, even as given here before. We muat ﬁ
recognize that, first of all, commercial life is necedsary for | 1
the maintenance of any people, and it is natural that the

native of a land shbuld be interested to some extent in the

commerce of his country. Yet, in Palestine, we know that much

of ﬁhé commercial activity that was carried on was thru the

agehcyvof foreigners, particularly the Greeks.;'In fact, many

‘of'the terms that were used in trade language were Greek terms

c)
takgn over into the Hebrew. From this we can readily see that

commerce was not the chief, nor the most highly regarded oc-
4

cupation of the ancient Jew. It has been remarked'by writers

l, XKidd 4:14

2. See also, idersheim, Sketchew of Jew. Boc. Life, pp.201-205.
Dellt&nch JeAoLo, pp. 25,27 ,29.
Klansner, J, of N., p. 185.

"
3. Klausner, Ji of Ne, ppe 184-85; Schurer , the Jew P. in times
of J.C., II Div., Vol. I., .pp. 37, 41,

Yo, P08 COne Ap. LelB e
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on this subject that in all of the sixty-three tractates of
the Talmud gcarcely a word occurs in approval of commerce as
a desirable occupation.l

In connection with this discussion, it is of interest
~ to know the treatment accorded to those who engaged in the
so=called "shady" occupations in business life. Usurers, gam=
blers, and slave-dealers were debarred from the giving of
testimony.z This was a stern measure, indeed, against un-
lawful business, which flourishes today despite the laws for-
bidding it, all because our best citizens are engaged in it.

Money, as an article of commone‘use, was not employed
or circulated in smcient Palestine to any great extent. lioney
waé coined in various ang . varying denominations, and was used
particularly by the peqple in the cities; the peasant folk, as
a rule; h&ving but little of it and acquiring their few neces-
sities thru barter. But the momsy that was used had to have
some distributing place, somewhere to which to bring it, and

sg?e@here from which to receive it. For such simple purposes,

a rather elementary sort of banking was carried on. ‘he banker,

known as INSW ,0°V0HIV , NRINND , usually acted as

a money-changer, giving small coins for larger ohes, and taking

a fee for the exchange. He examined coinsg for their genuine-
4

ness, for which he received a fee, He also received coins for

deposit and was permitted to make use of them for his own

)

l.Bdersheim, Sketches of Jewlish Soc, Life, p.205.

~eR.Hash., 1:8; Snh. 313

d+Tos, Shek. 1:8 gives a ¢learer statement than Shek L1:6,7.

4,Tpg. B.Kam. 10:10.

=
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_purposes., He could not loan the money, however, for an interest
charge to Jews, altho it is guite probable that he did so to non-
Jews, since the law only forbade doing so to the former, and}not
to the 1atter.2 To his Jewish depositiors he was, likewise, not
sllowed to pay interest; the safety that he was boundto guarahtee
for deposits left with him, amply repaid the depositor. In one
way the ancient banker acted very much like our modern bankers.
An emplgyer could give his workers orders on the banker for their
salary.db In that way the banker took care of the payroll, a
commor practice in many industrial centers today, where the banks
often even advance the money forxr, as well as meke up the payroll
for firms dealing with them. An interesting sidellght ag-torthe
position of the banker, indicating that his wag not a most eleva-
ted one, is given when the banker is cautioned with other trades-
men not to parade about on the Sabbath with the signa of their
trade upon them. In the case of the baﬁker, it was the wearing
of a c¢oin in ﬁis ear»4

(l There also seems to have been, at least in or near
Jeruszlem, & sort of exchange where the business men met for the
gettlement of their business and other transactions. There
'Seems,bhoWever, not to be ubmplote agreement in this matter, for

Krauss takes it to refer to some sort .of an exchange and clear-

ing-~house, and apparently finds some support for this meaning of

10 B. .M.ets. 5:11,12; Meil. 6:50

e Great care was exercised to prevent any form of intercst-
taking; see B. lets. 5:1l~4,

5. B.llets. 9:12. Tos. B.llets. 10:5, vsn%w 548 1% 3130 553 HARAYY)
Tog. Sabb. 1:8

Krauss, T.A., Vol. II, p.353,.

=
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the term in Pesikta Rabbati, s.4l, which states: 9D f&, 1nv 7R
PN DWINY DRYY D pamzawn?  ochwnth pin pIn msiawn hw
| yh i aoon ank ann ohunh

1
whereas Herzfeld tekes this to refer to:m city or place where a

warehouse is situated; possibly near a port where ships were loaded
ag would follow out of Tos. Demai 1l:1l: ;n 19°3. 113’900 SY)YYpﬁﬂ
LLDVD I DO AN A9 MK DTN D 2N 7919°Ya 37900
At the same time, it is probable that the VD was a warehouse
thet acted as a place of exchange and as a clearing-house, as
well,as it would be only natural that a place where merchants and
agents gathered for business connected with the warehouse that

they . ghould éngaga in other business activities.

1. Handlesgeschichbe, p. 147,

o~
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CHAPTER THREL

THE REAL BSTATE BUSINESS.

The buying and selling of real egtate, lend, and im-

proved property, was a rather important part of commercial sc-
tivity of ancient Palestine. Altho there were landowners, holding
large estates,l it was not the general condition, as 1t was in
the Burope of the Middle Ages, where the barons and mobles held
all,the 1and; thé balance or greater part of the population being
‘their serfs and holding no land. Bven after the destruction of
the Temple in 70 C.E., when the Romen Government had taken‘over
entirely the land of Palestine, landowing still <,'on1;inued.,c3 the
transfér of properties from one another gtill continued, all no
doubt habing been made possible by the Romsn Government selling
the land back to the Jews in Palestine and demanding after that
only that the taxes be paid, without being greatly concerned as
to whq'pai& them, Land, improvements thereon of dwellings,
busiﬂéss propexrties, courts, (incliuding £ he group of houses
surrounding the court, etc.), fields, and even whole cities, ;
were bought and s0ld in the real estate business of the country.u
Property was usually sodd for a cash considerati@n,

accompaniecd by a deed of sale. This applies to fixed real

property, such as land and building improvements, which were

: }
1. Buehler, E.C.J. = pp. B5-40

2+ Ibid, pp. 29 to 40, also Jos, Wars 7:6;6.
3. B.Bath 4:1-8
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. subject to levy for debts, damages, and indemnities. A money
payment for only pmrt of the value of the land was not sufficlent
~to scquire the whole of the property unless a bond was given for
the payment of the balance of the purchase price of the property
in question.z Altho in this connection, we f£&nd that if a number
of properties in different parts of the country were being pur-
chased, apparently in one lot, as soon as one parcel was congidered
a8 sold and acquired, the others were likewise considered, ’ The
deed that accompanied the sale of property as above seems in

- many cases to have been registered, This institution of the re-
corder's office or registry,( JNMXIINY ~4‘373 ), seems not to
have been of Jewish origin at all, but was brought to Palestine
by the Romansg and was & Roman instituti.on,4 which was used mostly
in the cases where a Jew had dealings and fransaetions with &
non-JeW.5 From the methods used in disposing of and redeeming
property that had been sanctified for the Temple use, we can in-
for fhat gome sort of auction system was the practice, with the

preferénee given to the original owner as long as his bid was

l. Kidd. 1:5 and see Bartinoro
2. B.Mets. 770

3., B.Bath 67a

4, Gitt 1l:5; Tos. Gitt. 1l:4.

5., Tos., Ab. Zar. 1:8; 6:2,
)
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1
higher than the others. It is probhable that this method of

auctioneering was used in selling real estate under other con-
ditions. |

The acquisition of a dwelling ( PO T »N*2) in a city
was considered sufficient to give the status of citizen to the
one who had acquired that property and was to be regarded in
lieu of twelve months' residénce, the other requirement for
citizenship,g This liberal attitude might on one hand have only
;been sn effort to have people settle down in the c¢ity and on
the other hand to encourage them towards buying property in the
city and in that way become a more certain and settled member
of the community. |

In the real estate business of ancient Palestine, the
renting and leasing of properties, lands, and improvements, seems
to have been more important and common than the buying and selling
activities. It is a known fact that the people of that period were
not .in the habit of changing ownership of real estate thru frequent
trangactions as is the ordinary and everday business today. In
the farming districts, tenant-holding and share-holding of farms

were common practices smong the peasants. These methods of ten-

'aﬁhry and leasling were known usually under four categories, the
shtrepeneur,or share farmer ( }5:1?) who undertook the farming of
a plece of land for a share of the produce,the tenant~farmer (°7x)
who could not produce enough\from his own land snd who farméd the
land of a large land-owner for a share of the produce thus

‘ raised, the tenhnt-farmer ( PIVIM ) of the third category

l, Arakhin 8:2-3
Re. B.Bathra 1:5
5. See Krauss, T.A., Vol, II, pp. 108-1ll.
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who rented a plece of land and, in payment, had to furnish a
definite rental in kind, and the tenant-farmer ( 234 )
who paid for the use of the land by a fixed money rental.
These were the principal methods employed and it is quite pos-
8ible that others, combinations of these, were also resorted
to on occasion., The obligations of tenant and landlord were
all specified by 1aw,:L the underlying principle of which was
the following of local usage and custom of treating of the
land in question as the precedent governing all subsequent
tenants, This whole institution of tenanted and rented lands
must have become most prominent during the period of Roman
government when oppressiv@ taxes and mauraudering officials
made it well nigh intolerable for the small landowner to keep
his property and to derive a livelihood from it.

The renting and leasing of urban properties, altho not
so active and frequent as that of rural lands, was nevertheless
rather common. Houses, courts, (groups of houses), stores, and
éther places of business were rented, usually by the month, and
sometimes by the ;year.8 The lendlord's responsibilities to the
tenant; ags to his term of oocupanoyrand repairs upon the pro-

[

pef{?, were clearly flefined by law, The tenant was likewise

le BQI\}IetSo 9:1"'100

2. B.Mets. 8:6~9; Ibid 8:6 shows careful consideration for the
tenant whokould not be asked to vacate during the
winter-time, unless in a city ( 027D ), where
only thirty days' notice was required at any time.

3. Ibid B8:6-9; Ibid 10:2,3; Tos., B.Mets. B8:27-~33.
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governed in his use of the property by laws calculated to pre-
vent undue wear upon, or damage to it.l

In the matter of renting and selling properties for uge
by non~Jews, the Mishna at first gives‘an opinion which would
- prevent such in the land of Palestine. The opinion of nabbi
Jose, which is to the contrary, is the one that was adopted,
however, with the reservation that tgis was not to include
dwelling«properties and. bath—houses.d

Governing the sale of goods, there were laws to prevent
pver-reaching, ( NX3IX ) but in real estate transactions
these laws did not apply.4 In the matter of rentals, however,
it is guite probablé that they did, as a general price could be
determined, whereas in the case of real estate sales, it was the
principle that an estdblished price was not determinable, but
might eagily vary. |

To facilitate the carrying on of business, particularly
the larger business than mere retail trading, it has always
been necessary that certain papers and documents be made between
the transacting parties. Already in ancient Palestine, as in
o?her advanced country of the time, such documents were in ex-
iétance, and were used quite commonly. FPromissory notes, bills
of éontraot, bonds of indebtedness, bills of sale and acquittan-
caé'of debts were among th? papers ordinearily ugsed in the

o)
buginess life of that day. One document that deserves separate

1. Tos. B.lets. '8:30 /
2. Ab.Zar. 1:8

/
/

3. Ibid Zar. 1:9 /
4:0 :BCIVIetSO 4:9 J/

5. B.Bath. 10:1-8; B.Mots. 1:688 ... NX3IX DAY DLW 02T by
MY PP
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‘ mention is the Prozbole ( 2123179 ), which was importent in

et it o s,

4making possible any sort of commercial life and activity. The
ilaw of the Sabbatical year (Deut. 15:1-3), with its release of
indebtedness, discouraged the making of loans,l and, as a result,
hampered business enterprise, which is dependent upon bOTTOWed
capital for its finemcing. Indeed, Hillel is supposed to have
'introduoed this modifciation of Bibklical law for the benefit of

2 _
society. Ite most important role was as a business instrument, B

which made it possible to collect debts gt any time., The prin-
ciple of issuing the Prozbole was that the debtor had to be the
owner of real estate in order to dssue.a prozbole Ffor his debts,
even tho the debts may have been greater than the value of the
land.5

During the time of the Hadrianlc persecutions, when it
was difficult to observe thé Law, if a Prozbole was not produced
by the ecreditor, the debt was nevertheless collectable, it being
deemed that the document had been destroyed because of fear of
detection by the Roman au'thorities.4 In general, the principle
govgrning the issuance of documents was that an agreemegt which
was made in violation of the law, was void and useless.d With
thé.presence of Roman authority in Palestine, the writing of
documents was affected, inasmuch as the dating of the document
was'written according to the year of the reign of the Emperor

6
then in power,

Shebi 10:3

Gitte 4:3
Shebi 10:6~7:  .yppn 2y xkbx niasds pamd PR
Gitt. 37b; Kit 89a s &b pak M)

Be Mets. 7:11 5 6. Yed. 4:8

Tt g e o L



CHAPTER FOUR.

THE WORKER AS AN ECONOMIC KACTOR.

The commercial asctivity of ancient Palestine was by no
means altogether the result of the efforts of the business man,
the merchant and the dealer. Their share was not even the most

" important, altho it might seem to occupy the moré prominent

pogition, as such activities as were thelirs, usually looms larger:
in the picture of a people's life, usually because they appear

in the centers of population, and there are bound to attract

popular notice. Yet we know that the bulk of the people who
contribute, either directly or indirectly, to the commercial [
gctivity of the country, are those who make up the working, the
artisan, the professional classes of the people. Their ac-
tivities are usually carried on individually; especially was
this true in anclent Palestine, where the single worker or ar- ‘
tisan employed only his own self, and perhaps‘the help of an

apbrentice, in the carrying on of his trade or occupation. The

organization of workers into groups had only developed in a
ﬁ@ry elemental way ( to be discussed later ), centgrs of large
numbers of the same kind of workers were only few and then
ndt very large in size. Jrom this it is natural to expect that
the artisan class would not be a prominent one, altho from the

numbex . of different ocoupations and professions, from the people

)
engaged in them, it is altogether right to look upon the skilleé

l. See above, p. 17. o
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- worker and profeésionalvas adding materially to the economic

welfaré and activ;ty of anoient Palestine,

.

SECTION I - PROFESSIONAL WORKERS »

Among the professionsl class of Workeré, those engaged
in medical pursuits and related occupations seem to have been,
In ancient tiﬁes, the most outstanding. The medical doctor is
of course most prominent; & number of them who were putstanding

men in the profession or well-known as scholars, are mentioned

o 1
by name; Ben Achiya was known as the Temple physician, Todos
2 o
the Doctor, Tobia, Theodorus, Rabbi Channine of Sepphoris,
3

and many others of note. The doctor either visited the patient

or was visited by him, and sometimes was even called from one
4 .
place to another to attend & patient. While many people em=-

ployed the regular services of a doctor from time to time, others,
wealthy people who could afford it, had doctors who served them
alone.5 It was considered an unwise and dangerous thing for a
oity to be without a doctor and people wér advised agalnst go-
;ng to such a'place.6 Jews were also cautioned against using

, 7
the gervices of a non-Jewish floctor inasmuch as it was considered

1, Shek, o B:l -  0¥m *hin 9y nR 1
2. Bekh. 4:4

3. Krauss, T.A. Vol. I, p. 265 and J. Pﬂg@bs - Bib. Tal.lMedizin
. pp. 20,21, f£f.

4, Tos, Sabb. 14:14; Yoma 83b

5. B.Mets. 85b

6. Snh. 17b

7. Pos. Chullin 2:21 - comp. AB.Zar. 2:2 and Tos. Ab.Zar. 5:4
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a8 dangerous, for fear lest the non-Jew might cause harm to the
Jew rather than ﬁring him healing.l |

The doctor was paid-a fee for his services. This is
noficed especially where settlements of damages in cases of
assault is made, the medical charges ( "M19Y ), are given
as one of the primary costs to’be compensated for.2 The doctor

of medicine did not minister to human beings slone but, no

. {doubt, combined the function of veterinarian with that of the

o
&

‘physician. The rather sharp condemnation of the physician

which we find in the Liishna is difficult to understand. This
4 \ 4 '
hardly seems-to have been the general gttitude.

Altho we find no mention of lady doctors, per se, we do

' fihd that, as a médical helper, as an obstetriéian, the midwife
,played s very impbrtant role. She was indispensable, egpecially
—~ .

~in ancient times, when physicians were scarce and the need for

such services as she was able to give always s large one. The
midwife in Jewish higtory has occupied a very honorable place.

Known and mentioned by several different titles, (>N, aTrn,wn),
‘ ' b

- references to her are frequent in rabbinic literature. She

l. Bven then the differing opinions in this matter would in-
dicate a libersl attitude in considering it.

‘2. B.Kama 8:1,2; B.Kama 8ba

3. Bekh. 4:4

4, Kidd. 4:14 - 0In13Y ooxeIAW VW - Tos, Y.Tob
tries to explain this as being due to the doctor's un-
religioysness and his unwillingness to serve the poor.
This would hardly answer. We can compare the statement
of Eccles. 38:1-12 with this and consider the above
merely as a generalizatlon not to be taken seriously.

5. Krauss, T.A., Vol. II., pp.b,6.




was often called from some other place to attend to her patient

and she was allowed to violate the Babbath in the carrying out
1 ,
of her duties. The midwife also received a fee for her ser-
2

- Vices.

-

It is of interest to note that some measure was taken to
protect the publie and to keep a check upon those who practiced
g8 doctors and midwives. The local Béth Din gave them the prive-
lege and permission to prasctice in the community and in this
way discharged a somewhat simllar function,to that of the State
Board when it lssues licenses to practice.é

The dentist as such we do not find mentioned, altho we 4o
know that dentistry was practiced in an elemental way, as would
be indicated by the use of false teeth (both to match and gold
teeth) and that teeth were also f£illed. ¢

The spothecary ( OO ) or druggist was likewise

knovn as s factor in the medical profession in the early days.

He had his shop and compounded his medicines, drugs, and per-
fumes, which he sold even as the druggist does today.5

The seribe or professional clerk, ( T)DID ,’)5’1’7 ),
wage well-known figure of ancient Jewish 1life who has still

survived in almost his original form. The scribe of ancient days

l. Sabb. 18:3

2. B.Kam. 59a; ADb.Zar. 26a

3. Toé.Méwo. 295, Macc, 20b; B,Bath 2la.

4, Sabb. 6:5; Sabb. 64b.

be Krauss, Teds, Vol. I, pe 242 See also Ecclesiasticus
38:1-12 for sunmary of feeling towards medicine in

generals

oa NP . by s
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was one either engaged in the writing of the scrolls of the o
Law, of Tefillin and Mezzuzoth, or he occupied the position |

of a notary or public clerk and as such wrote the legal doc-
. 2
uments then in usey particularly the "get" oxr Bill of Divorce,

Scribes in the latter capacity also served as clerks of the
3 .
gourt, where usually as many as three weoere employed. AS
4 s
publice c¢lerks the scribes were found in the market-place and

in legal cases they were the means used to advertise the pro-
ceeding that was instituted, as in the case of giving s divorce.5
The profession on the whole was a poorly paid one and it seems
that those who had other means of support resdily gave it up,b
That iﬂshould be s0 is quite natural as many of the ancient
gcholars found the occupation of scribe & means to earn some-
thing of a livelihood.7 Some 0f the scribes had artistic lean-
‘ings and placed decorative and illuminated work upon their
ifmanuscripts. In the Talmud, a minor mesechta 19 devoted to a

, : 9
treatment of the subject of the scribe and his work.

1. Pos. 50 b -IPWM,T79N,00)90 *amd
2, Gitt., 3:1; 7:8; 8:8: 9:8; T.Gitt. 2:10
%, Snh. 4:%

4, They may have also occupled official positions as public
secretary, as in the account of Jochanan the Sciibe ~Snh 1llb.

be Gitt 3:1

6, Tos. Bibe. 2:15; Pes. 50b, comp. Sota 20a - how the profes-
: ! sional was regarded by one sage.

}
7. Tos, Bicc. &:15
8. Shebi. 103b -~ 1Yy NY'W TY

9. Mesechta Soferim.
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0f lawyers we hear but little in ancient times, since,
for one thing, theywere not allowed and were looked upon with
great disfavor.l Only under certain conditions was a represen-
tative allowedzto appear in court, and then it was hardly as a

paid sttorney.

SECTION II =~ SKILLED WORKERS AND ARTIBANG.

Among the Bkilled workers in Palestine, those engaged
in the textile trades, such as weavers, dyers, washers, and
launderers, were predominent, at least in numbers. The weaver,
( "TI5 , 29X ), is spoken of in numerous references in
Rabbinic literature. His trade was an important and well de-
veloped one by the second century C.E. A.S.Hirschberg has de-
voted aneentire volume to the consideration -of the weaver and
'weaving.d Here it is in place to note that the trade”oflwéav~
ing was not_a,weli-paid one ( ag might be inferred from the
large number engaged in it ) and there are many proverbs that
- go to show the rather ﬁomr econoinic position of the weaver.4

One branch of the weaving trade, however, seems to hsve been

much better situated. Yhose who wove metallic c¢loth,( 070 )

l. Aboth 1:8;: ‘Sabbath 139a
2¢ B.Kama 708

%. Chaye Hatarbuth B'Yisroel, Vol. I - #HX7N uUyn 3I¥N
- See esPecia%ly pp. 168, £f,

4. Tos. Bd. 1:3 -y 858 DT NISMIX e
See also Jos. Wars, 7:11;1
Kreauss, T.A., Vole E, p. 149
Hirschberg, Chaye Hae B'Y -~ Vol. I, pp.l60-161
Dels JeAels = po 48.




no doubt being engaged in the production of costly luxuries,

were able to earn more and occupled a better position as the
1
result, The New Testament mentions another group of weavers,
[»]
[ .
who are spoken of as tent-mekers, but who were really makers
3

of material out of which tents were made. Weavers were employed.
4

in the Temple to care for the hangings used there and it seems
b
that women were also employed in this occupation as well.

The dyers' trade in ancient times in Palestine was an
6
0old and well-established one. The dyer ( ¥y2AY ) wag an

honored artisan in Palestine.( He seems to have been exempted
. from the class, of those whose professions were considered un-

7
worthy because of frequent business with women ) ; his was a

1. lleg. 26a - 0°°DY1Y YW N3N 1A - had synagog
of their own Ab.Zar. 17b - had one who ascted as
head of the group - poYw YW 37, Altho some may

consider this as referring to the people of Tarsis,
Rashi to this passage,(Meg. 26a), explains it, however,
to mean weavers of metsal. o -

Ze Acts 18:3 - Paul of Tarsis also one of the weavers of tent
o material.

3. Del. J.AuLis, pe 61

4. Shek. 5:1 = paw’n HMNAN Pow {23 Moaoa mipen 0wl

5. Keth. 106a. |

6o For & complete treatment of the dyer and his trade, see
Hirschberg's Chaye Ha B'Y. -~ Vol. I, p. 209 f.,
here especially pp. 278-9.

7. Tos. Kidd, 5:14 -

i
i
i
i
i
i
;




more or less artistic occupation that had been divorced rrom

that of the launderer, who had at one time done both dyeing and §
1 &
washing, The dyer worked usually on a piece-work scale, re=- :
8
ceiving payment for each batch of work done. (Responsibility

for damage to work and related obligations of the workerAwill
be dilscussed later). The dyed meterials, usually purple of

blue dyed stuffs, were articles of commerce and beacuse of their

value and beauty were no doubt much in demand asg by thosé who
could afford the luxuries. The dyer'seems also to have had his
8hop where his material already was sold, and to which patrons
might bring their own materials Ffor cl;yeing.:3 The insignila of
the dyer was usually a number of colored threads, or a pattern f
about his neck, strung over his ear.4 The New Testament hag an
interesting mention of & womsn who dealt in purple stuff.5

The preparation of the material for dyers' use was likewise an
Amportant occupation, for there were many colors already then

in use which required extensive preparation, since all the

colors were derived either from mineral or vegagable substances,

Jmany of which were imported from foreign lsnds, the knowledge

of their preparstion and use required ay least an elementayy

le Tos. Shab, 9:18
2. Hirschberg, Chaye Ha B'Y - Vol. I, p.3262
3. B.Bath 2:3 ; M. Kot. 13b

B.llets 8:6 |
T.B.Mets. 8127 !

4. Tos, Sabb. 1:8; Sabb 11b = -~~~ — - MRISAY AnRITL Y28 &)
9. Acts 16:14
6. Hirschberg, Cheye Ha B'Y ~ Vol. L, pp. 2561 ff.
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knowledge of chemistry, it i1s therefore within reason to think
of the dyers and those who prepared their materials as being
the pioneers in industrial chemistry.

Of those that were comnected with the textile trade,
there ig still another group worthy of mention. That group of
workers was made up of those engaged in washing and laundering,
The distinotion is to be made between those who washed and
cleansed either the raw material for the weaver or the rough
gtuff for the dyer, and those who were engaged in laundering
articles of elothing.l The former seems to be distinguished
from the latter in that he used chemical means and Pleachad the
material vwhereas the latter merely washed clothing.d ‘'he neme
applied to both was usuvally V21D |, meking it difficult
to know just which one was being referred to. There seems also
to have been some launderers who cleaned heavy garments, using
chemicals similar to the methods of modern clothing cleaners.5
“The launderérs and washers ﬁsually had their establishments
v just ou$side of the eity4 and no doubt did a thriving business

since most of the garments were made of linen and flax which

b
required frequent washing. The launderers seems to have on
one hand enjoyed but little esteem as workers engaged in a

respected occupation and yet, on the other hsnd, we find that

1. B.XKam 93b

2. Hirschberg, Chaye Ha B'Y - Vol. I, pp. 106-~7
3. Zeb. 88D .

4. Tose Mikv. 4:10; and Mikv. 8:1. -

6. Hirschberg, Chaye Ha B'Y., Vol. I, p.313, last paragraph.

b
i
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they are often gspoken of in a very complimentary manner.l
_‘Altho much of the making of material into yarious articles of

clothing was done in the house, and in very early times all of
it, by the time of the ikishna the tailor has already appesred

andvis mentioned going about with his needle ready Tor work,

. Wherever he may be required.g The tailor was among those who

was allowed to work overtime on the eve of the Passover, no

doubt due to the rush of trade at that time, and the need for
)
new garments for the holiday. Delitzsch names three rabbis:
4

who were known as tailors.
The preparation of the flesh and hides of animals in-
volved:a humber of different occupations, such as butcher,

tannew, shoemaker, and harness-meker. lieat was not a commonly
5

uged article in the Oriental dietary, yet on the occasion of a

holiday, or in case the family was particularly prosperous, meat

was bought from the butcher ( 15? ,NTV ), who sold the
meat which he had slaughtered. The butcher ususlly had his
stell in the market where other foods were so}d. The butcher
did not enjoy & very hapby reputation, if the statement in

Kidd 4:14 ?'my Lo 1smw prnawaw Hywam

13 Tog, Kidd. 5:14 - Hirschberg, Ibid, p. 315 - mskes the distine-
- tion that c¢lothes washers were the ones who occupied
the better position, while washers of raw materiels

are to be considered as those mentioned in Tos.
Kidd, 5:14. :

2+ Sabb. 1:3
e T.Peé 2:18
4e JeAoLo, po 78
5. Krauss, T.A., Voli I, p. 108, par. 62
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was any evidence of pubitic opinion,

The t‘%ggi ggg)a very important factor in the proper
disposal of animal products. To him the hides were brought to
be taﬂned and prepared for usez and‘sometimes they were even
gold to the 'tanne:r.5 The ténner usually received a payment
for each hide that he tanned and there seems to even have been
some standard prlce for the work. : No doubt there were salso a
number .of others who helped 1in the work of tanning, doing one
or the other of the related processes in the prgparation.of the
hide, such as salting, scraping, treading, etc.o The tanneries
were required to be located at a distance outside of the city,
a precaution due to the objectionable odors of such a plant.
There seems slso to have been a street on which a number of
tanners would often be grouped, similarly to the present condi-
tion where certain sections of cities are given over almost en-
tirely th the carrying on of one kind of work. In Palestine,
it was thought degirable that the tanneries should be near
gources of water supply, much of which was used in the work of
tenning. For this reason the tanmneries were located on rivers,

‘or in coast towns, one of which, Bidon, seems to have been

1. Eduy 8:2 - R.Zechariah b. Hakatzsch, the son of a butcher,
. is cited as an authority, which would indicate thet
not all butchers were held in poor repute,

2« Sabb, 1:8

v

b, See abwove, p.%lz.
4. B.Bath ba
b, Sabb, 7:2

6. B.Bath 2:9 = AN D°WNO YYD [P PONAN ARTLL PPN
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famous for tenneries noted for their general oleanliness.l §i
The tanner seems to have been looked down upon as one engaged. ;
in an undesirable occupation; this mainly because of the diss-
greeable nature of the Work.z The shoemaker was the worker who,

in ancient times, did most of the leather working. He not only
nmede and repaired shoes, but harness, saddle~-packs, and other
articles of leather aswell.5 However, shoemaking was the most 1

4
importent wse for leather. Shoes and gsandals of various sorts

were made of leather. At leastrtwo places were noted for the
- manufacture of shoes and sandals; Ameki and Ledeki were the
plac@s which were mentioned above as venters of the shoe indus-
try;b The shoemaking trade was an honored one, engaged in
which were & number of prominent rabbls, best known among whom |
was Rabbi Jochanan the sendel-msker.
In building construction in ancient Palestine, the stone- |
. :ﬁason, the carpenter, and the building contractor were the main ’
%‘-figures then,was even now; when one wanted to do some building i
the job was usually turned over to the building contrsetor ( 553@)7

whose duties were to bring the workmen snd supply such materials

and tools as were specified in the contract for the work uSually

l. Tos, Ohal 18:2
R« Kgth., 7:10
3. Krauss, T.A., Vol. I, p. 176

I

4. Ibid, P. 176, ff. Peg, 4:6 - V5D -~ usged to rvefer to | ]J
shoemaker and general leather worker, who was allowed 4

to work on Erev Pesach. i

5. Kel 26:1; see also above, p. 17. ‘
6. Kith b:4; Ab. 4:11 L
7. Shebl 3:9




44

: 1
drawn g p between the owner and the contractor., The contractor

often employed a? Overseer or architect to watch the carrying
out of the worls:.‘3 The stone-mason would take the stones from
the quarry ( it seems that s great deal was aiready known about
the quarrying of stones)% bring them to the place of bullding
and, after cutting them to suit, put them in place in the buil-
ding. The carpenter did the necessary wood-work about the house
making the doors., windows, bars, eto,, (the‘term 53, meaning
~to scrape or Saw, may apply to ather artisans sg well as car-
penters,- gee Jagtrow, Tal. Dict.). The carpenter likewise had
a shop where those who wished Jobs done might come and find
‘him, ag 18 the case now with carpenters in small towns.4

Famous among carpenters are Joseph aml Jesus in the New

Testament, and in the Talmud we find that Shammai is plctured

With a buillder's rule in his hand, indicating that he siso dia
. _

the work of a8 carpenter. The building trade was then considered

a8 a rather dangerous occupation, as we might readily infer from
6

" the statement, ~jPoman psaa poyn how

In the improvement of land thru buildings or farming,

one sort of service is of primery importance. That Service is

L. Krauss, TfA,, Vol. 1, p.20, based moétly on TeB., Mets.ll:5
2 A.‘R§SGnZWGig, Das Wohﬁhaus in der Mishna, p. 15.
5. Shebi 3: 5,6.
4. Tos, B.Xam, 6%25
5. Sabb., 3la
6. Yob., 63a-See also Sotaq 112 awd Rash:
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the workjof the surveyor. That such services were given by *
‘those who made a business of it is certain. The surveyor @[RMI1WM) |
uged a chain as a measure and pinsg to fasten it, in his work.1
In one case we hear of Rabbi Jehudah enjoinihg a certain Rabbi
Ada the Surveyor to be mogt careful in his work, as all land is
valuable and can be puﬁ tohse..2

The interior decoration of houses and buildings was in

the hands of the painter and plasterer( T°’0, 77°% ). The
plasterer applied the plaster, or lime, or whitewash to the
walls. This was often colored beforebeing applied. The plas-
“terer algo did tiling and stuccoing.5 The painter, despite the
- fact that the lLaw pmohibitéd designs or figures (iest they be
congidered as idolatrous images) nevertheless was employed to
apply various colors to both the interior and the exterior of
the house.4 It ig quite possible that all the work of plaster-
ing, tiiing, and painting, was done by one artisan, since these

: 5
taskes are almost always mentioned together.,

1. Kel. 14:13 - ‘00 M Yo nhwbw

5, B.Mets 107b -  28Hen &Y% axnmwm T 22% e a2 Yk
v A AWNR
3. Ab.Zar. 3:7: To Sota 8:7; Tog. B.Kam 6:9 - y3I°°31% 170

plastered and tiled - (the word "D °’D - Jastrow in
Talmud Dictionary - gives as meaning:"to lay out in
tiles or panels:"™ - Ar. HRosenzweig ~ "Das Wohnhausg
In der Mishna," p. 27, gives the word 22  the
meaning "to stucco."

4, Neg. 2:1; 1l:3; Tos. Heg. 5:2....0°¥Y1LH itl DN
5s Tos. B.BathﬁB:l?. Toss Sota 8:7; Ibid 156:12,




0f those who were engaged in the metal working treades,

we note as the most important the iron-worker, or black~smith,
( >VNNBD , N93 ) the gold~smith( *ANF ). the silver-
smith, ( *DOD ),,1 and the copper-smith, ( 3NUNN3 ),
" The iron worker made tgols, utensils, housefurnishings, and
" fittings of all sorts. The iron-smith not alone melted and

forged the new metal in to the desired article, but o0ld iron,
' 3
scrap and junk was used and made into other vessels,

That the smith sometimes had the shop in his living
quarters is seen from the description that we have of Rabbi

Joshua b. Channeniash the needler, and the blackened dwellink
. 4 ' '
in which he lived. Usually the smith had his shop in one of
‘ : b
the buginess gtreets and no doubt conducted a store in connec-

6
tion where the articles which he made were put on sale.

- The gold- and silver-smiths were the jewelers in ancient
Palestine., They made the various articles of adornment;parti-

7
cularly in demend were those for feminine use, and it is to be

le The silver-smith and the gold-smith are sometimes differen-
tiated, altho, see Krauss, T.A., Vol. II, p., 308 -
"dag derselbe Arbeiter in beiden Stuffe arbeitete.”

2. Xrauss, T.A., Vol. I, pp.309, £f,

3. Kel. 11:3; Tos., Kel., 1:1; 7:10

4, Ber. 28a

5. In this connection it might be inferred from Maas. Sh.5:15
Sota 9:10 - p*b>WH A AON WUS Ry M T
that the smith-work was carried on extensively in
Jeruﬁalem at one time.

6. Tos, B.Kam. 6:26

7. Kidd. 82a
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"1
noted that the variety was quite extensive. These artisans

are among those who were apparently engaged in g pProsperouns
2 _ '
trade and who were probably united into some sort of a guild.,
: 4

3

The N.¥., mentions a gilver-smith, Demetrius by name.
Along with the artisgns who made gold and silver articles

of luxury, there are to be considered those who made and sold
. b
glassware, The use of glassware was not common and we £ind that

usnally gless is mentioned in connection with articles of gold
6 _ » 4
and silver. Not all the glass was imported, however, as might

be supposed on account of its rarity, but much of it must have
‘ y
been made by native Palestinian glass-blowers, ( A5% )e
’ 8
These artisans usually sold their own wares in their shops,

where 1t is quite possible that usually & number of pieces of
goods were on display, wither inside or outside of the shop,

. 9
arrsnged on racks or trays made for the purpose. More common

1. Kel: 11:8,9.

Ze Jos. Antig. 14:3:1 - expensive ornaments of gold were made.
B« As might be inferred from Tog. Suco. 4:6

4e Acts 19:23

5. Comp. howgver, Herzfeld, Handelsgeschichte, p, 125, who
' thinks it was much in use.

6s Tos. Kel. (bem.) 3:10
7. TeKel (bem.) 3:11; Kel 6:9 » '
Krauss, T.A., Vol. II - p. 285 - glags~maker snd potter often
ldentical.

Josephus mentions in Wars 2:10;2, a native source for sand-
glass.

8. Pes, 55D

9. Kel, 24:1

AAAAAAAA




than glass was the clay pottery which was used by the poorest,

All sorts of vessels were made of this product, many of which .
were simple and crude affairs and could easily be made at home.l
~But there were, however, many potters ( .'1"§3,‘351”‘) ghose
business it was to make the various vessels then in use. These
potters made théir vegsels and then would tske up their wares
and travel ébout, peddling them wherever possible.5 This seems
to have been the usual method of selling the potter's wares,
altho some. potters had shops #n which they sold the products

of their manufagture.4 A flourishing trade went on in pottery
goods, no doﬁbt due to the general need for the articles, their
easy breakabilify and their cheapness. The cities of Channaniah
A'and Sichnin were néted as pentgrs of the pottery manufacture,5
It is of interest to note that, apparently, the manufacture of
pottery and glass~Ware was not allowed in the districet of Jeru-
salem, since the smoke of the ovens would no doubt mar the

6
buildings and detract from the dignity of the sacred city.

les.Tos. Mikv, 6:15

Re Xrauss, T.A,, Vol, II, p. 277
5¢ Chag.3:5; Toh 7:1; B.Kam 3:5
4, Tos. Kel. (Dbk) 3:8

5. Tos. B.Mets. 6:3

6. See Bartinoro to Chagg. 3:5
)
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Most of the grain that was to be milled was usually
ground in a small handemill at home. However, there were mil- ;Z
iers ( Srsnnv ) who operated mills and ground the grain fo§ |
those who brought it and who would pay a fee for the service.
The miller-also bouggt up the grain from growers, ground it, and

then sold the flour. The baker ( D1AN3 ) performed sim-

ilar services, namely: that those who had no provision for the
baking of their bread at home miggt bring it to the bakerAand
have their baking done for a fee.d The baeker and his shop were
found more in the larger cities, for there would hardly be any
need for them in rural districts.4 In the cilties, the baker not
only sold his bake-goods, but aéted also %s aArestarateur, pur- ;
veying food and drink to travelers, etc, 0 h
: The ancient Palestinian was thought to be a rather rough i‘
individual who cared little for the polish of civilization in |
its outward form. This is not wholly true, for we find that the

barber ( 79D ) was guite as prominent them and as ready as he

is now to give all his multifarious services towards enhancing

6
the appearance of his customers, He had a thoroly equipped

ghop, in which it was the cuatom of patrons often to tarry,
7 x
sometimes to the neglecy of their prayers. The barber, it '

l., Togs. B.Kama 10:9

2+ Krauss, T.A., Vol, I, p. 96

3, B.Kama 99b - oUW XWi3o

4. Tos. Pesachim 1:13 - the baker had a stall in the market and
women would likewise bring their bake-goods to sell L
in the market, Chull. 2:7 Pl

5..Kraussé TeAs, Vol.I - p.93 ~ based on Beza 29%a : f |

6. Krauss, T.A., Vol. I, p. 196 o

7. Sabb. 1:2
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1
Seems might also have been located in or near the bath-house, ;

where his services would be much in demand. The barber nmay
have also performed another funetion, that of tatooing, a prac-
tice often done by the barbers a Few generations ago. We may

infer that tatooing was dono,z.altho no especial artisan 1s
named as having performed that function, snd tho it was Torbid-

den by law; if it were practiced it is nstural to suppose here

that the barber included it in the services he rendered. It had

not yet become the custom for women to visit the barber 7 in

ancient Palestine (as at present in this country }, but they

were cared usually by the female ha.ir—dresser,4 who might also

have been a maidservent, or even a slave in the household, or

even a professiogal hair-dresser, who ocared only for the toilet
5 ;

of her misgtress,.

~Altho not to be comsidered in the artissn class, we

hear of the occupation of bath-keeper ( . $5:L )o The bath~
: 6
keeper was usually the director or manager of the bath, which
7

-in Palestine was conducted as a private business enterprise, ?

deriving its income from the fees paid by those who used the
8 .

b&ths.

l. Krauss, T.A., Vol.I, p. 196 - based on Kil. 9:3
2. Macc, 3:6

3. Krauss would give us to understand that female barbers also
eXiEted - SGQ T.A., VOln I, p.196¢

4. Kel. 15:3 )
5, Kidd 2:3
. 51351.
6., See Bartinoro to Kel. l?:ln(might also have been owners of bathss
Toss Be.llets. 9:14

7. B.Bath 4:6; Ned. 5:3; A.Zorah 1:9 o i

8., Shebi 8:5: Meil. 20a




SECTION TIT - UNCLASSIFIED WORKERS.

Among the various workers that are mentioned, we find a few
that cannot be classified as employed in either skilled or un~
skilled ococupations. There seems to have been quite a nunber
of sailors ( }20 ) employed in the maritime business of the
oountry.l On 1lsnd, there were a large group of men who drove
the pack animals ( asses and camels ) which congtituted the
transfer system of the country.2 In the Temple, among the
various workers employed was an inspector of watermworksz and
if we knew more about him, we might have found in him the early
plumber or pipe-fitter. We likewise hear of the well-digger,

b
(. 72 ) who would go about digging wells for property-
6 7

. owners , receiving a fee for each job as done even to the pres-

ent day in rural districts.
Of women and children as workers we find no very great

mention or even legislation concerning them. On the fagrms it

1. Krauss, T.A. Vol., 1, P. 341 ff,

2. Krauss, T.A., Vol. II, p., 333 £f
Kidd. 4:14 does not give these a very good reputation.

3o S0.Delitzsch considers him, J.A.L., p. 21, altho from
Bartinoro he was merely a well- and cansl-digger,
Shekalim 5:1

4, Simeon, the well-digger of Sichrin, was one who was quite
proud of his trade.

6. Jas. Tal. Dict. takes D" as well-master, who sold
water for fees, based on Shebi 8:5,
Tos, B.Mets. 9:14.
6. Tos. B.Mets. 9:14.

7. Ibld.




s natural that the women and chidlren helped out in the various

1
occupations and in the home the many articles of use that were

2
made in the home were usually the products of the woman's labor.

Women and children helped out in the stores also, acting often
3
a9 the sales people. That the womsn may have sold her wares

in the market is not improbable, for already this is known in
Biblical times,4 and from the mention of the woman who sold her
bake=-goods in the market5 we can infer thet this was done with
other artioles that the woman may have been able to make.6 . Of
course, as slaves, women, as well as children, were made to do
many tasks and to assist their masters in whatever occupation
they were engaged in, and it is not unlikely thét'in that way
many women and children were employed in the various trades of

ancient times.

SECTION IV - TRADE AND WORKER'S LEGISLATION.

Beflore treating the subject of slaves in general, it
will be in place to speak of the legislation that was enacted
to control and to order the various transactions and relation-

ghips of the artisan and the individual who employed his services.

l. B.lMets. 7:6 ; Snh. 7a
2. Keth. 5:5

3. Tos. B.Kam. 1137

4, Proverbs 51:2&

5. Chall. 2:7

6, B.Kam 10:9
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These laws applied to all sorts of workers, even to the pro-
fessional group. For in the case of the doctor, already the
idea and possibility of malpractice was considered snd redress

and punighment were provided for it. The doctor who was licensed

‘

by .the Beth‘Din, if he did harm to the patient by sccidert, he

was free of guilt in the matter, but if it was purposed, he was
1 ,
liable for the injury. If the doctor, in treating the patient,

bad caused more harm then was eonsiderédﬁneeessary in the course
‘ .2
of the treatment, he was held liable. However, there is one

statement that mekes the doctor who is licensed by the Beth

Din and who has injured a patient, liable only to the Judge On
5 .
High. Nor was the doctor sllowed to inflict an injury merely

because the e rson was willing snd had asked that it be done,
~ , 4
stating that he ‘would not hold the doctor responsible. The

whole attitude in this matter of judging and punishing for med-
5
ical malpractice seems to have been a sane snd fair one,

The beker who gave advice as to the genuineness of &
coin was also held responsible for his adviceand had to make

. 6
good in case he had advised wrongly. Teachers, planters,

l. Tos. Gitt, 4:6
e Tos, B.Kam., 9:11
" 3. Tos. B.Kam. 6:1%
4, B.Kam 8:%7

B. For a full treatment of the subject, see J.Preuss, Biblische -
Talmudische Medizin, pp. 30, £f.

6. B.Kam 99b = PT 20p30X 20031 b3y ohn 9 1wh HY ona

.,”.JUUI'?DN
Toss BeXam 10:10
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barbers, and gsoribes, employed in a eity, who had made some

misteke in the charge of their duties whose damage was irre-

parable, could be dismissed without notice being given.l ~ l
Regulations concerning dealing with artisans who are )

paid for their work by their employers are numerous, and specify

when the artigan ls responsible for damages done to goods while

in his hands.8 The builder who spoiled build ing material wglle

at work, and due to his fault, had to pay for the darnge. The
carpenter who spoiled a chest or trumk or other article while
in his hands for repair, had to meke good. the damage.4 If the
oarpénter were given rough wood to meke an asrticle of farniture,
1f he made the wrong atticle and made.it-in an unattractive
fashion, he had to pay for the cost of the wood.b The miller,
the baker or the butcher who spoiled meterial given to them for o
preparation, since théy recelved a fee for the service, were |
responsible and had to pay for the damage.6 The weaver who
"éllowed erticles to be demaged while still in his hands, was
- also required to make good the dammge.7 The dyer to whom wool

was givenvfor dyeing had to pay for the spoiled wool in case
5 : :

he dyed 1t poorly or wrongly. In case there was any difference..

l. B.Mets. 1098 -~ 109D
2, B.Kam. 9:31 pbyb rn 1'7?‘7*p1 “*m'7 %’37013%‘7 (ns
3¢ B.Kam 9:3

4, Ibid B.Xam. 10la
Tos, B.Xam. 10:8

5. Ibid; Ibid.

6.'TOS. B.Kam. 10:9 | |
Y., Tos. B.Mts., 7:15 ‘ . ’ i; f
8. B.Xam. 99b ' P




of opinion ebout these general laws, the principle that guided
the whole matter was:‘einvolced,l N3TTNN ANIVN r3uT PR
"wé do not depart from the local custom,"

A8 the workmen had certain responsibilities imposed by
law, so they also had certain priveleges warranted to them.
The workman who was engaged in the task of gathering the farm-

products was allowed to eat of them so long as he was one of

those whose right to do so was, NN Y based upon the
- Torgh. The worker was not allowed to change his work with 5]
‘ _ 3 ' l
another merely in order to be able to eat of the best. But ‘)

4
the worker was allowed to eat as much as he wished. The ar-

tisans who were engaged to do cerwtain tagks, were allowed cer=
tain parts of the waste'of the material giveh to them for pre -
paration. The washers were allowed to r?tain the lumps of f}
thread that were left after the Washing,o but they were not
alloWGd to use more.than three hooks in gtretehing the garments,
in order to prevent causing other threads to fall off.b The
carpenter was allowed to keep the planings, but not the chips,
if the work was done in his own place, but if done in the em-

7
ployer's house, all the waste of the wood belonged to the owner.

le Tos. B.Kam. 11:18 - this rule seems to have been followed in
%11 matters regulating workmen's customs and prac-
ices,

2. M&&S. 2:7

%, Ibid 2:8

4. B.llets. 7:5; Toss B.Mets., 8:8
5, B.Kam. 10:10; Tos. B.Kam. 11:13.
Ge Tos, B.Kame L1:13

7+ B. Kam. 10:10; Tos. B. Kame 11:15




56

The tanner was allowed to retain all that came off with the
rinsing Water.l One fine protective measure for the worker
was the fact that so long as the employer was watching the em-
ployee, the latter could not be accused of theft.2

Lest the worker abuse the priveleges allowed him, there
were definite restrictions to prohibit the buying of goodsxfrom
workmen, The principle seems to be that wherever the worker
‘oﬁfered foods for sale in such quantities ag to éppear that hé
might-haverstolen them from his master, the purchase of such
goods was prohibited,5 However, if the worker were to sehl
goods -in such gquantities as to appear that he was selling the
goods Tor his master, it was then permitited to buy the goods.4
If‘thevworker offeredk for sale articles which wexe not his by
right, but of which the master knew, it was also permittéd to .
purchase such goods{5 To buy goods which were stolen was ab-
solutely forbidden.6 The worker was also forbiddeh to hire
out or even to use for his oWn purposes the animals or tools
of his master.7

The hours of work that were reguired of the worker Were
not limited or fixed to a particular number , but the local cus-

tom regulated the matter, so that where it was not the custom

1. Tos. B. Kam. 11:16
&s Tos., B. Kam, 11:18
3. Tos. B. Kam. ﬂ1:9
4, Ibid 11:8

5, Ibid 11:9

6, Ibid 11:9

7. Ibid 11:11
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for the worker to go to work early and to stay late, the master
l .
could not force him to do so. This applied likewise to the
2
food that the master was supposed to prdovide Loér the workmen,

The worker was not allowed to have two jobs, namely, to work
both night and day, nor was he allowed to give his food away,

thus to starve or afflict himself and lessen the work he could
3

do for his masters

In the matter of paying the worker, there were more

definite laws to govern the procedure. In the case of an artisan,

if a dispute arose over the amount to be paid for the job, it
was the owner of the material that had to bring proof concerning
the price fixed, if the article was still in the hands of the
artisan; if not, it was the artisan who had to bring the proof.4
If the worker, who was employed wither by the day, week or month,
stopped his work before the end of a day, the employer wes re=-

- quired to payﬁfor a full day; he could keep the wages, however,

until sunset.

SECTION V - WORKERS! ORGANIZATIONS.

Of trade organizations of ancient times, such as unions
or guilds, we can find only the most elementél beginnings. That
the merchants and artisans would gather together in one street

6
or market for business, may or may not have been for mutual

1. B. Mets., 7:1;

2. Ibiad

3, Toss B.Mets. 8:2

4, Tos. B. Mets, 7:17

b, B. Mets. llla 6, Jos. Wars 5:8:1.

Vs [ER N
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benefit and would not necessarily indicate that they Were-or-
ganized in any way.

Krausgs cites the example of the synagog that was in
Aléxander, that provided for the sevaration of the different
groups of artisans and he maintains that it was not 8 synagog,
but a sort of a market-hall where all the groups of workmen
would each have a separate division so that workers who were
in need of work or help could come to the group of which he
‘wag a member, by virtue of his practicing the same trade.l In
Jerusalem there seems fo have been a synagog devoted to the use
o f the metal-embroidarers;g this might indicate that there was

some sort of a guild of this group of workers. There is also

h
5

mentioned the master of workmen ( D*°OIW 5ul§1ﬁ ), one who

might have been the head of a trade-group. There seems to have

been expressions both in favor of and sgainst competition among
4 .

workers.‘

SECTION VI - SLAVES.

The bulk of unskilled labor in sncient times was done
by slaves., In ancient Palestine, as in other countries of the
Orient of that period, slavery was an established institution.

Foreign, non-Jewish slaves were in the majJority and as time

l. T.A. Vol IT., p. 258

2. Meg, 26a - 0070 YW no3d N
See also above p.

3. T.BJL 11:24 Ab.Zav 17b

4 Mace. 248
Snh. 59D
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went on there was a growing feeling against the ownership of
Jewish slaves, as we might infer from the priveleges bestowed
upon the Hebrew slaves, and the treatment required by law of
the master towards him.l

These slaves wore not always inexperienced workers ,but

often had trades and profsssions, the possession of which en-
2

hanced the value of the slave. Quite a lively traffic went
on in the sale of slaves. There were established slave-markets

where the business ves carried on; the markets of Gaza, Akko, |

and Batne were noteworthy as centers of trading in slaves.
The prices of slaves varied greatly, according to the

conditions of the times, from a very small amount, to sometimes
: 4
a rather large figure, depending on the supply, which was

5
usually regulated by the existance or lack of a war campaign.

The sale of a slave was usually similar to the sale of roal
: 6
property, a bill of sale accompanied by a considerstion and
‘ 7
taking possession, provided the means of exchange . However,

sometimes the sale was affected merely as would be the sale of
8
movable chattels,

l. Kidd 20a - see also Mielziner, The Institution of Slavery
Among the Ancient Hebrews, par. 16.

2. Krauss, T.A., Vol. II, pp. 86 and 90.

3. Ibid, p. 356.

4 BuK. 4:B; 5:4; B.H. 8:4; Gitt. 4319

5. Schurer - H.J.P. - Div. I - Vol. II - p. 314.
6. Gitt. 39a

7. Kidd. 1:3

8., B. Bath 150b
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1
The Law enjoined humane treatment of the glave, pro-

vided for his release and manumission, and prohibited the sale
of even non~Jewish slﬁves to non-Jews, or to masters residing
outaide of Pahastine.b For a summary (brief) of legislation
dealing with the rights and priveleges of the slave, gee David

farbstein, Das Recht der unfreien und der freien Arbeiter.

1. Mielziner - The Institution of Slavery - par. 20

2o Gitt. 4:9
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CHAPTER PIVE

GENERAL TCONOMIC SURVEY.

With the foregoing presentation of the conditions of
business life in enciént Palestinq before us, the gquestion
arises as to what extent does it refleet the actual economic
conditions of that period, roughly termed the first two centuries
of the Common Era ? That period, filled as 1t was with the
happenings of enormous influence in the life of the Jewish
People, is from the historical point of view but Scantily and
often unreliably treated in all the sources of the time. <he
wars, the revolts, the destruction that befell the people were
the things that occupied the histprian and recorder of sgncient
times. What were the social and economic conditions as results
of these happenings have been left to deduction and inference
to reveal. Before the destruction of the Temple in 70 C.E.,
the economic conditions of the country are somewhst sasier to
ascertain, having at least the scattered references of Josephus,
upon which to base our assumptions, Following the destruction,
the accounts of the latin historians are our sources of informa-
tion, and with them the difficulty is that they are primarily
interested in relating the brogress and outcome of the various
wars in which the Homan generals engaged. And, as would be
natural reflectﬁng giory upon them wherever possgible, and ex~
aggerating or underestimating the Jewish sctivitiaes Wherever

it suited their purpose. This was by no means a dishonest




practice of disregarding truth, but merely the mammer of the

ancient historians, who wrote with an honest national pre judice

(
!
i
f

instead of the modern so-called historical-critical sense.

Our rabbinic sources that refer to these times are merely
igolated references in a great mass of literature, and present !
to us o most fragmentary picture of conditions. It will be 1
our purpose, therefore, not to exhaust the matertal on this
most difficult gubject, but rather to s how some general and
more or less complete survey of the economic background in
which the business conditions and life as here pictured were

found in that period,

The pblitioal conditions of the times bpreceding the
destruction of the Temple in 70 C.5. were the worst possible,
Beginning with the rule of Horod tho Great ( 40-3 B.C.I. ),
and with all the internal strige that preceded it, there was
an almost unbroken period of internecine war, of outside op=
presaion, of burdensome taxation, or religious sand gocial un-
rest that kept the country in é constant state of upheaval.

Texation was the great power that crushed the country, that /
choked the economic 1life of that period, Herod had begun the

process well; his wars, hig extravagant tributes to Rome, his
imitetion of the Roman zeal for public building,l his senseless

fury in prosecuting every plan that nght further his own ends,

aid his pos¢tion and add to his glory, dralned the resources

of the small country by the unususl burden of a tyrant's

1, Jos, Antig. 16:15; 1-4,




impogitions. When Herod died and one of his successors,
Archaelaud, sought to win the tavor of the people, one of their
first demands was to be released from rayment of annual dues
and sales taxes.l This shows at once the Pressure of the bur-
den of taxation upon the people. And, no doubt, the practice
of farming out the taxes,z still prevalent, did much to add to
the already héavy burden of taxes, duties, cusboms, and other
revenues demanded of the p60plé.

With the advent of the Roman procurators, this econo-
mic difficulty of unreasonable taxation did not find any smel-
loration., The procurator was sent by the Roman government with
one of the primary functions of acting as a tax official.5
From the first procurator, Coponius, that function was carried
out with great zea1,4 end taxes were levied with the ardour of
8 patriot and the personal interest of g politician, for the
procurator was not unmindful of the possibilities of personal
gain.5

Famineé, which were not an unusual occurrence in faleg~
tine, came to add to the distressing conditions of the times,
when even the outside chgrity of the Queen Helen of Adisbne

was greatly appreciated. Is it any wonder, then, that in-
0

gurrection and sedition were rife, that robbery and brigandage

1, Ibid, 17:8;4.
Ibid, Vers, 2:1;2.

2. Jos., Antiq.' 12:4; B-5.

8. Graetz - Gesch., Vol.III, p.245; Schurer, H.J.P., Div.T,
Vol. 2, p. 65

4, Ibid, p. R46
5, Jos. Wars 2:1l4;l.

6, Jos. Antig. 20:2:5 ; 20:5;2. 7, Graetz,gesch§, Vol.III, p.345
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1
were resorted toll!l It is only the natural commentary to the
terrible state of economic depression and disorgsnisation then
existent,

Thus it is not hard to see that whatever business wasg
carried on, whatever commercisal activity there was, went on
under the greatest diffleulties, continued only becamse the
people still lived in the country, and no matter how bad the
economic condition and situation, the necessities of 1life had
to be supplied, people must work and produce, buy and sell,
And, it is to be remembered that in ancient times, the peoﬁle
were in a measure accustomed to the raids of robber bands and
to the demands of the tyramous rulers who had held sway now in
one form or another for several generations. As bad as things
may have been, thers was commercisl activity, éngaged in by
shop-keeper and artisan, who with charscteristic oriental self-
possession, worked on despite the antagonism of economic and
political conditions.

With the days that preceded the Degtruction, with the
overrunning of the country by the armies of the Roman conqueror,
there is no doubt that the country was thrown into the greatest
economic confudion. Business went on in whatever way possible
for it, trading and producing whenever conditions of war ale
lowed it, or the need of the occasion demanded it, as in the o

cage of John of Gischala's venture in buying and selling oil,

N

1. JOS. Antiq_. 20:9;5.
5, Jos. Wars 2:21;2.




With the final conquest of the oountry; there is no doubt that,

economically Speaking, the national structure was wrecked,
That many people were sold as slaves and at the lowest of
priceé by the Romans is not to be doubted.l Whether the large
figures that we find ment10ned2 are to be trusted ag accurate
Is certdlnly Open to question, and the probability is that the
terrible condltlons of the times led to.make the historian to
make terrlble eAaggerablons, especially when we congider that
the number of peopls sold as slaves, deported and killed ,would
altogether amount to what would have been several Limes the
number of people that it is estimated as rossible for the coun-
try to have conta1ned and supported, hardly more than & half-
million. That the main center of trgding, of commercisl 8¢ -
tivity in store and shop and market,'that,Jerusalemvwas com-
pletely des troyed Seems to be established beyond a doubt,5
However, the process of rehabilitation did start ag goon
as the terrors of war subsided, It is reasonable to Suppose
that a fairly large group of people were lo ft in the country
and that these, in order to live, set to work to build and to
produce as soon as possible, Theré‘is Something about the
very horror of s destroyed country that impels the inhabitants
'to rebuild as soon 88 possible, It is to be borne in mina ,also,

that in ancient Palestine degstruction gt its worst could never

have beel anything like that fodlowing upon g modern war gng

Y

l. Graetz, Gesch. Vol. ITI, p. 448

W
e BuChl@I‘, IﬁuCnJo, Ppo 6,7 ~ 8lven JOSephusl fig‘ureS.
3. Tamn. 4:6 ’
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- that the structures of an ancient oriental country were, with
the exception of a few very imposing public buildings, not very
: elaborate and altho easlly destroyed, also easily rebuilt. Yet
the process of rebuilding must have encountered one'great
difficulty. During the conquest of the country we know that
the supplies of materials were heavily drained for war purposes,
especially by the conquering armies, wha, if sccounts can be
frusted almost stripped the country of its building materlals.l
Vespasian retalned the land of Judaa as private property
and to derive revenue therefrom, leased the same? and we can
infer‘that ¢lther thru leases or grants of land,: 5 the country
was once agaln open to agricultural activity. That in time the
land recovered from the War-time>destruction and lands wore
once again cultivated with thé result that we hear of wealthy
landowners and others of wealth, we have reason to believe and
fhere is some basis for our belief.4 The Ratrisrch Gumaliel
seemﬁ to have been a wealthy man, as were a number of other
scholars who lived in this veriod, a list of whom Bgchler
gives.5
| Just as theie Woere a number of cities in Palestine that.

: 6
were destroyed during the war, there wers also a number that

L. Jos. Wars. 6:2; 7

2e BuchJer E.Code, pe 30

Be Schurer, H.Slf., Div. I, vol. 2, p. 253,
4, Baehler, E.Code, pp.3LFre,

5. Tbid, pp.33-41

6. Bs, DPa67 .

é;;n;_;;;;_ﬁ_



o8caped at least any very great destructibn,l (especially in
Galilee). 1In these cities if is natural that phe Jews of other
cities that had been totally destroyed would take refuge,

This must have caused much poverty and 1ncreased the. number of
paupers,“ but at the same time it must have asgisted in the re-
habilitation of the country, when we remember the natursl thing
would be for the more fortunate Jew to help his less fortunate
corellgionjst.5 Thus in the matter of a generation op 80,

11fe in business and in workshop must have begun to flourish
again, 80 that the conditiong of business life were not merely
memories of a past age, but were again becoming g part of the
reople's life sand egalin assuming thaé reality of active sconomic
regeheration,

That the land must have recovered from the war-time
destruction that laid it low seems to be a fact that we can
assume on the baSJa of two important developmenis in the post-
war life of Palestine, The first is the rapid development of
Jamnia as an acsdemic center. True, the city had not felt the
destructive force of war, : but unless the country in general
had not begun to recover from the war, it would not have been
pogsible for the college of Rabbi Jochsnan to grow, as the
scholars who were hecessary for its existance mast have found

means for a livelihood ang Support, or they could not have

remained there. This ig eSpecially true when we consider that

i

1. Ibia

it
2. Buchler, E.C.J., pe 41,
3. Ibid, p.8

4:. Ibid_, Po 18




altho Galllee had been rather badly devastated it was a very

fertile part of the oountry, and, being ruled over after the
Destruction by a Jewish governor,l had g favorable>0pportunity
for rehabilitation and, indeed, it was Galilee that became the
gconomically active part of the country, rather than Judea,

And not alone were schools established in Jamnia, but in other
places academies were started and gchools for the education of
children as well were opened.z The presence of such education-
gl facilities would indicate that the coﬁntry recovered in time
from the effects of war and had begun to re-establish 1ife along
bre-war lines, Then when the great revolt broke out under
Hadrian and when Bar Kochbsah for a while was able to prosecute
the rebellion successfully, we can certainly infer from that
that the people had already reestablished the old life in the
country., They must have been once more engaged in their old
agricultural pursuits trading, and general produotion must
have become almost normal again, despite the hlndranceo of
outbreaks now and then, and the imposition of the heavy taxes
of the Roman government. That the revolt of Bar Xochbah wa.sg
&ble to continue for three years (132-186 C.E, ) its opposition
to the large forces and best generals of Rome would indicate
that considersble regources were af hénd to support the rather
large forge of men that Bar Kochbah is credited with having
gathered., If this account of the numbers of his army can be

relied upon, it in turn would indicate that the population of

Y
i

l. Snhe 320

2. Gpaetz, GeSch., Vol. IV, p. 50
Buchler, E.C.J., p., 27.

8. Graetz, Gesch., Vol, IV., p, 151

N J [ Bkt i,
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the land had likewise rehabllitated itsgelf and furnishes in
that way further indication that the land had recovered its
economic organization by the time of the Bar Kochbah revolt,

Following the disastrous outcoume of the Bar Kochbah
revolt, the country no doubt presented a complete plcture of
destruction and general esconomic ruin.l People were again
sold as slaves and deported; no doubt, in even larger numbers
than befpre. The Romans proceeded to destroy ruthlessly,
knowing that when it would be rebuilt, it would be done so
completely, and as a Romen colony. Thus, whatever of rehabil-
itation took,place in the years following was more or less the
work of the Roman government. Jerusalem was rebuilt as a
Roman colony,z from which Jews were barred.s Dppressive re-
gtrictions and anti~Jewish laws of the.Roman government made
life for the Jew almost unbearable and impossible,4 so‘that
whatever he thought to do in the way of rehabilitating the
country was done only with the greatest difficulty., Life in
the devasfated éountry wag hard at its best and every sort of
commercial activity was certain to have the greatest difficulty
in surviving. The conquered p90p1éxwere nbw_burdened with

. 5
taxes greater and heavier to bear than ever. When the emperor

L. Sch&rer, HoJ.Pe, div. I, vol, 2, p.31l4
2. Ibid, p. 315
5. Ibid. ;
4, Ibid, p. 318
5. Graetz, Gesch., Vol. IV., p. 2824,
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Pescennius Niger was asked to relieve some of the burden of
taxation from the people, his answer wasg: "Would that I might
be able to tax the very air you breathe! " 1_ This indicates
the pressure of oppressive taxation, from which it is wasy to
gather that it must have béen long after even the end of the
second century C.E. before the 1life of the Jews in Pale stine

begun to recover any of its former normal condition and econo~

mie prosperity.

1, Ibid afd page 225,

E:;



APPENDIX A,

Some Important Vegetables and Grains Mentioned In:

Kelaim 1:1

Barley~corn (panicle) ow (mya)
Beans I'90

Beans %19

Beans (white) (jabn) o .

Bean (an aquatic plant) noo

Beans (Kidney)! o'3iyu

Corn Y

Oats Yy sy

Peas Exe (T

Rye-grass il
Spelt. {now
Rye ot

Kelaim 1:2

Coriander (garden) Haow
Cariander (wild) (pTw) 7201
Cucumber  Mup
Cucumber (bitter)! npgimd
Endives puty
Endisves (wild) (pTw) uhy
Gourd (Bgyptian)(»sns)ny?T
leek ©wHID -
Leek: (wild) (dTw) w»>
Lettuce (garden) NN
Lettuce (hill) (°93) o3n
Melon (apple-shaped+cucumber-

. melon or squash). 5!93%}
Mustard (common)  Y71In ’
Mustard (Egyptian). (»75m) 970

‘Kelaim 123

Beets LT

Cabbage 121N
Cabbage (rounded) 2173
Garlic o

Garlic (wild)  H3mu
Lupine omOIN

lupine (Homogeneous with -  omNN
Onion Hxa \

Onion (dwarf) H1v9sa
Orache (garden) 0°3195
Raddish Y193

Turnip noh

Nedaim 6:9

Asparagus

018 by

LeeR (with head)smmisp

Orlah 3:7

Beets . y7p

Orache (garden) g 31¥h

Pomegranates

(Bsdan)

Nuts (Perek)

) b170%o

( 1)

(p9) s
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