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PREPACE 

Thia theala v•• vrlttan at the c ulalnatlon of•~ 

rabbinic tralnln& at Habrav Union Coll•&••Jevi1h ln1tituta of 

Rell&ion. Throu&h its vrltln&, 1 hava co•• to raalla• that 

it rapreaent1 a aaall cro11-1ectlon of a ll that 1 have 

learned lo the pa1t four a nd ooa•h a lf years , At the •••e 

ti••• it point, tha va y to the work 1 have yet to do and the 

diacoveria• l hav• yet to aaka, Althou&h this 1• only• 

"•ileatooe" it 11 fittin& that 1 now atop to loo k back and 

acknovlad&• tho•• vho have &uidad •Y wor~, anablin& •• to 

reach thl• 1011. 

All of •Y rabbi• a nd teacher, tihara in havlo& 

con tributed to •Y knovl•d&• and 1kill1, A fav a re de1arvlo& 

of •Y spacial thank,. Rabbi Sheldon Zimuer ■an h•• bean ■ore 

than a 100d friend. Pro• bl• an cour•&••~nt at the early 

at•&•• of H.U . C,-J.1.a. '• app lica tion proc••• throu&h each 

eta&• of •Y trainln&, heh•• bean taachaT, friend a nd vlaa 

coun1alor. lt ie ■y prlvll•&• to have R&bbi Zl•••r■an ae •Y 

Horeb Deracb. Profeaa o r Hartin A. Cohen opened the door• to 

aerl oua 1cholar1hlp. ay taacblo& • • t o take advant•&• of the 

koo vled&• that 1 al ready had, h• cave•• th• confldanca and 

cour a&• to venture into unc hartered territory, Dr. Cohen 

inspired thi1 1tudy a nd l• truly de1ervln& of •Y 1ratltude. 

Profesaor Hl c hael Chernick aerv1d •• advlaor for 
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thi• theala. Lookln1 back a t hla avaluatton of •Y work in 

th• flrat cour•• 1 took wi th hla, 1 reallr.ed that Dr. 

Chernick raco1niaad ay intereat in halaka before 1 did. ll 

la bacaua• of Dr. Chernick'• confidence, 3antla nud1in&, 

tiaaly and abla aaalatanca that wrltin& t b l• theala baa bean 

both a plaaaurabla and l ■portant experience . 

1 thank ■y friend Sharon Colee, who took ti•• out 

of bar own buay law a chool aehedul• to raad and edit th• 

initial draft• of ay writin&• 

Ny wife Ll1a, to whoa thla the~i• la dedicated, haa 

been the ■oat laportant inaplratlon of a ll. Har 

c ontrlbutlona in adltln& and proof - raadln& hav• been 

invaluable. Throu1hout the o f ten tryin& aonth• that were 

oecuplad with thl• work, Li•• '• patience, carln& and love 

have truly been beyond ■aaaura . 

Althou&h ■o ■any people contributed to ■ y a bility 

to co■plate thl• wrtt ln1, 1 a ccept reaponalbillty for e ll 

error• of fact, jud1••nt or interpretat ion c ontained herein. 

Bleaaed be the Ruler of the Univar•• who ha• 

allowed•• to reach thi• tl ■ e, 

ii 

S.L . D, 

Shuahan Puri■, ~744 
Maw Yc,rk 



Pl!FAC! 

INTRODUCTION 

TAIL! OF CONTENTS 

i 

1 

Chapter Ona HISTORICAL BACKC&OUND 5 

Chapter Two TH! HALAKlC AUTHORITY OF 
K!HILLAH L!ClSLATtON 13 

Chapter Three ST&UCTU&! OF TH! VA'AD 
HAK!DtNA AND TH! K!HILLOT 26 

Chap ter Four L!AD!lSHlP 40 

Chapter riv• TH! &ABIINAT! UND!l TH! VA'AD 
HAK!DINA 50 

Chapter Six LOCAL CONDITIONS AND HALAKI C 
CHANCE 57 

CONCLUSION 

NOTES 

818LIOCRAPHY 

iii 

69 

73 

80 



lllTllODUCTlOll 

Thi• r a bbinic th••i• la a at u dy of the h e l e klc 

le1ial a tlon (te kke not) of the Llthuani e n co■■unltiaa of 1623-

1763 . Th• da ta• a nd loc e tlon of the le&lal a tion to be 

conaid e rad wa• ea t by th• • • • ll a blllty of the record• of th• 

Council of th• Principa l Co■■uniti•• of Lithua ni a , 
The Ya'a d 

~•hillot l e ahiot d'Nedina t Lita w• • the 1overn■ant of 

Lithua ni a n Je wry fro ■ th• tl•• o f it• bra~k with th• Poliah 

Council (Va 'ad Ha Artaot) in 1623, until lt• diaaolution l a 

1763 . 

Thi• work i• tha raault of ■y l Dtaraat• in both the 

ti•• of Jew i ■ h hiatory 1 a nd tba ple c • which ii repraaentad by 

tha records of th• Jawiab co■■unltle• hareln exe■ lnad , The 

tl ■ e perio d la of intar••t bacau•• ■ odarnlty h a d not yet 

reached Ea atarn Europe . I n apita of the l a te de te , 

Lithuanlen Jewry of th• Savantaaoth and aarly Elchtaeoth 

Ceoturi• • ltvad lo a u a1aaoti a lly ■adieva l world, There was 

n o ■ apa ra tion of " aacul a r" a nd "rali&iou~• law. The h a lako t 

of the ~ were both the l aw a od the fut th of the Jew ■ who 

lived by th•• · Th• d l a ti o ct too• of "11.af or• " and "Orthodoxy" 

did n o t axiat. 
Ye rl o ua o ploi o oa a nd pra ~ tl c •• wlthio th ■ 

J awt1h coa■uo tty v ■ r• ei ther ac coao da ted o r el l ■ lnated b y the 

l ■ ct ■ la t tv• a ct ion• of th• Co un ci l, 

Eaatero tur o pe l ■ o ! lo t ar ■ •t bacau•• i t la fro• 



there tbel ■oat of th• preaen~ A■eriean J~viah eo■■unlty 

drav• it• ane eatry end tredltioua . Thia~•• 11ven rl•• to 

1reat popular intereat in !aateru European Jeviah life. 

Unfortunately, thi• lnter••t ha• been elouded by our vi•v of 

what we would have hoped eondition1 to h1v• been, rather than 

by a erltiea l analy1i1 of whet they really were. ly 

eaaalninl th• Pink•• ve 1aln l ■port 1 nt inai1hta into the 

eoneern1 of the Lithu1nian Java a nd the realitlaa of their 

livea. 

Th• Pink•• i1 available think• to tha work of th• 

hiatoriau, Si ■eon Dubnov, vho eo■pil•d the ■anu1eripta, 1ud, 

lo 1925, publiabad tha volu■• knovn •• Plnkaa HaHedlna. 

Dubnov ' • vork 1• th• teat upon vhl eh thl• atudy 1• baaed. A 

a ■all volu•e of addi tional ■aterial va • publiahed by Iaraa l 

Halperin ln 1936. 

While Dubnov v•• prap1r1n1 the Pink•• for 

publl e ation, he reeruitad Rabbi Abraha ■ !liahu Kaplan to 

an1ly11 the takkanot fro■ a halekie at1ffidpoint. Strieken by 

a audden fetal illneaa, Rebbi Kaplan did not live to eo■plete 

hla v ork . 
Upon hia death, iaol a ted frag■enta of hla a nalyai• 

var• found but thia aapeet of th• atudy vaa never purauad.(1) 

Hena eh•• Elon, laraeli juriat and hiato rien of Jeviah lav. 

p oint• out the ne ed for an exe ■inatlon o f the Llthanlan 

Plnkaa . (21 
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ln a ddition to the Pioka a itaalf, tbla a tudy r a ll•• 

on aevera l othat prl■a ry a nd aecood a ty aourc••• lt so•• 

without aayln&, tha t our prl ■a ry aourcaa Include tha Ta l■ ud 

and th a Cod • •• e,pec la lly 1,,ar l••• &lo•••• to the Shulha n 

~ - Ibn Adret'• ra1pooa a on Ta kkaoot Ha Ka h a l will aerve 

a a a "touchatooe" for the a atabllah■eot of th• h a l a klc 

a uthority of kehlll a h la&lal a tlon. 

Thi a 1tudy would not h ava been poaalble without the 

aeve r a l l ■porteot a ecood a ry aourcea, Mauahe ■ lloo'a 

Ha Klahpat Ha lvri, pointed •Y lotere1ta im the rl&bt 

directio n • and providad a " ■a p" of the v11at world of Je wiah 

l aw , To pl a ce t h• evldaoce fro• the Pioka a into hiatorlc a l 

per,pective , 1 h ave relied oo Sa lo V. Ba r on'• Social a nd 

Rall1loua Hletory of the Je w,, • •wall•• the cl a a1lc a l 

hlatorica l work, of both Heinrich Craeta a nd Solo■oo Cra yaal. 

Thia theala coota loa alx chapter•• Ch a pter• One 

and Two dl1cua1 the hlatorlcal ha ck&round of the~ and 

the develop■ eot of takk a oot h a ka h a l • • a uthorit a tive Jev l1h 

law. Cha pter Three exa ■ ln•• the takkanot which &lve evidence 

of th• orsa nlaatl o nal atructure of the "•dlna, Cha pter Four 

inveatl&a tea the quallflc a tlon• for le a l erahlp within the 

Llthuaolan Jav i•h co■■unlty, and the povltlon of the 

ll a bblnate la atudled lo Chapter Flv&, Chapter Six la a 

aurvey of a ou■ber of lasu•• which hl&hll&ht th e condltlona 

of life lo Lithua ni a durlo& the period •~f the~• a nd tb• 
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t a kkanot vh ich ver e enact ed ln reapon•• t ~ the needa of the 

coaaunity. 
aeference a to iaporta nt devia t ion• fro• balaki c 

nor•• a re aade throuchout thia atudy. The con cluaion 

auaaa riaaa th• evidence cathered a nd ,uccuata eevaral other 

queatlona that a re v orthy of scholarly pu~euit. 
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Chap ter Ona 

HlSTOllCAL IACKOlOUMD 

Tb• Council of the Principal Co■■unltlaa of tha 

Provine• of Lltbuanla (Yaad Kehlllot laeblot d'Nadlnat Lita) 

had lta for■al be&l■■l•& l ■ 1623 . 
Initially , tba pr incipa l 

co■■unltlaa ware defined•• lraat, Orod ■o and Plnak, aach 

rapraaa ■tiDI aot only the cltl•• tha■aelvaa but alao th• 

a ■all town• aad rural aattla■anta within thal K reapact lv• 

raalo••• Tb• orlain of Th• Council of Llthu3nla la ti ad to 

tha blatory of Jawlab aattla■ent l• laatarn lwrop• ln 

aanaral, aod, l• particular, to the blatory of th• co■bl ■•d 

• ~narc by of tba Kln1do■ of Polaad aod th• Ora ■ d Duchy of 

Ll t buanla . 

Tb• pr••••c• o f J••• lo Polaod and Llthuao l • c a n be 

traced back to 905 wb•n tbay ca■• ln th• cour•• of thalr 

bualn••• •• t radara . (1) Sattla■anl by Java fro■ th• laet, 

lncludln1 Karait••• did occur, bovavar , fav ea ■• aa far aa 

Lithuania . S■all l• nu■bar and cut off fro■ thalr fallow 

orienta l• by the p o l · tt cal divlalona o f luropa, th••• 

co■■unlti•• var • ovarvh al ■ ad by tb• influx o! Jaw, fro■ th• 

Waet . Siaabla aa ■ twa rd ■ la ratlon of Aahkanaal■ baa•• in th• 

Twelfth Century and 1rav over th• next ,avaral hundred 

yaara . (2 ) 8rin1in1 vl th th•• thalr l an1u•&•• c ulture and 

cuato••• th• Wa atarn J••• ,at the to•• for t h• 1raat 

co■■ualtl •• tbat var• to davalo p in Po land and Lithuania. 



Pola•d ••4 Lithuauia war• politically uuitad l• tba 

rourt•••th C••tury •• a reault of "dy•aatlc ■atcb■aki•&•" 

Fro■ tbat ti•• o•, o•• ■ouarch aat ou th• thro•• •• both th• 

~in& of Poland aud th e Grand Duka of Lith~ania,(l) Thla 

"■erri•&•" w•• not without it• probl•••• A• praaaure fro• 

th• uobillty preaaed for lndepeudauce fro11 Poland, riyalry 

with th• NuakoYita ruler• ••4• Lithuania th• frontier oYar 

which ■any of larope'• political and acono■ ic battle• took 

placa . 

DrlYan by paraecution, axpulaio~ aod political 

uureat, the rate of i••i&ration to thi• rich ••4 

uudarpopulatad land accelerated fro• 1348 throu&h the 

Slxteauth Cautury.(4) laco&niain& th• contributiooa wh ich 

could b• ■ad• by Jewiah aattl••••t, the leaders of Poland aud 

Lithuania wa lco■ad the Jew, ••4 triad to proYid• for their 

1afety a od well bein& , 

loleal••• of Kali1h (the Pioua } wa1 the fir1t to 

1ra nt Jew• the rf&ht of aettle■ent 1D 1264. Hi• edict waa 

ratified by Kl•& Ca1i •1ir iu 1344. Iu addi tion to prov idin& 

the ri&ht of aettle■ent aud other oacaaaary protectlo••• thia 

c harter provided for " Jew•' Jud&•• ·" Th~•• Jud&•• we re uon­

J eviah offlclala wh o v ar• requirad to bold court l• • 

ayna1 o&u• o r other place of conveulenc• to the Java, aud to 

rule ln accordanca with th• wl•h•• of th• rapre1antatlv• of 

the Jeviah co■■uuity. Th• •h••••h ••• the proc•••·••ryer, • 
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fuuctlo• that bl• aucc•aaora would lat•r fulfill lu th• 

courta eatabliab•d bf th• Couucll. (S) 

Th• l•1ltl■ac7 of th• Couucll aod lta leaialetioo 

wa• baa•d o• two factora. Ou• waa th• autborltf, baa•d l• 

Tal■udlc Law, th• Cod•• aod l•apouaa, for co■■uultl•• to 

r•aulata their effalra tbrouah takkauot bekabal. Tbl• wlll 

b• diacuaa•d la a ••p•r•ta cbapt•r · Tb• ••cood baaia, to b• 

dlacuaa•d h•r•, w•r• th• rlabta arant•d by th• ■onarcby. 

Tb• loltlal rlabta of ••lf-ao••rn■•nt w•r• r•ally 

att••pta to ap polot Java•• "auparvlaora" of th• J••l•h 

co■■uulty. I• 1Sl2, Abraba• of loh•■ ia, althouab •xpall•d 

fro ■ bl• couotry, c ar ri ed a r•co•••odation fro ■ bl• kiaa to 

Ki•I Slaia■uad I (1S06•1S48), and vaa appoiut•d cbi•f tax 

coll•ctor for ell tb• J••• lo Cr•at Poland and "aaovia.(6) 

He had th• co■pl•t• backina of the kiua • ~d littl• auppo rt 

fro• th• Jewa. In 1S14 , Slala■uud I •ppo luted "l c ha•l 

Yoa•fovicb aa l•ad•r of th• Jevla b co•■uultf• H• vaa to ha• • 

b••• aaal•t•d by• rabbi and to rul• la a cco rdauc• with 

Jeviah law . tu real ity, h• vaa no ■or• than a 10- b•tv••• ln 

the d•v•lopina r•la tl onahlp b•tva•n t h• kin& and th• arovlDI 

Jevlah ••ttl•■•nta . (7) 

taatvard Jevlah ■ lcrati on incruaaed lu th• 

Sixteenth C•ntury , and, either aa a raau l t o f creeter 

unde r a t andin& or, ■ore likely, the arovln& i■portanc• of t he 
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Jewl1h 1ettle■ent1, "ruler•" ■ore a cceptable to tbe Jaw, were 

a ppolated. labbl Sa ■uel Maraoll•• ( Maraollot) w•• au thorlaad 

to be Chief labbl la 1527,(8) In 1531, l~bbl Mandel Prank 

of lraat wa1 al••• exten1l•• powera, lncludln& tbe rlabt of 

i ■po1ln1 .!!.!.!.!,! (oatracla■ ) oath• •••bar• of tba 

co■■unlty,(9) 

Aa th• Jaw• ar•w 1• nu■bera, tbelr co■■unal 

or11niaatlon1 aalnad ln atreaath . In 1533, Sl&la■uad I 

aanctlonad tba operatioa of a• inter-clty Jewlah trlbuaal 

withl• bi• terrltori••· Prof11aor Salo •~ron •••• tbl1 •• 

th• bail• for th• eatabllab■ant of th• Councll• of Poland 

a nd of Lltbuanla.(9) la tbe Cha rter of Auau■ t 13, 1551, 

Si&l ■■und 11 Au1u1tu1 (1548-1572) arantad th• Jew• th• ri&ht 

to elect the lr own rabble and "lawful Judu••• " However, ha 

warned the Jew• that tbey ■uat obey tb• o f flclal• that they 

had aelected.(10) 

Under Sl&l ■■und 11, Jewlah aelf-aovern■ent ••• 

expanded and flr ■ ly eatabllahed. Th• rabble and the elder• 

o f the!!.!!!.!. were elven broad ad■lnlatratlve and Judlclal 

p ovar• to be exerclaed ln a ccordance vl th "Jevlab Law," and 

which v •r• backed by th• ■onarchy itaelf. [11) Si&ia■und 

Auauatua 1ou1ht to recapture the royal do ■ain wh ich had 

ero ded durin& hi• father ' • rel&•• Th• 1tren1tb1nln& of t be 

Jeviab co■■unlty v•• conaidered part of ~l• proar•• for 

rebulldln& th• influence of the ■onarchy. In 1549, ln order 
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to lDcreaae hia tax reYeDuea, Sieia■uDd Auguatua l ■poaed a 

poll tax of one aloty OD the Java aDd other• vho llYad uDdar 

th• protactloD of the crown, Da■e l y Tatara aDd Cyp1l•• · JD 

1552, th• tax vaa axtaDdad to tbe Jeva of LithuaDla, aa well 

aa tho•• araaa coDtrollad by tbe Do b l ea . (12) 

la the coDtext of the pra- ■odarD aoclaty of PolaDd 

eDd LltbueDla, the autborlty of tha Jevlah co■■unity oyar lta 

ovD affelra caDDot ba iDtarpreted aa an act of beDaficaDca or 

liberality oa the part of tba rulara of tbe couDtry. Tha 

Java aettled by riebt of charter• iaauad by the kine, often 

in ar••• of ecoDo■ i c l ■portaDce auch •• border croaaine• 

vbera they were toll-aeeDta or adjac ent to the tovna that 

vere eroviDe in al a • aDd politi c al i ■portEnca. Dependent on 

th• kine for protectioD, the Jeva could bft counted OD•• 

loyal aervanta of a ■onarchy ••1•e•d in a contlDual pover 

atrueel• vitb the eentry and the •••rcine urban cl•••• Evan 

acaiDat the backdrop of the approacbiDe ■odern world, the 

relationahip between the Java, •• a vhole, and the ■onarcby 

vaa feudal except that it "by-paaaed" the hierarchy . Tbua, 

the kln& ette ■pted to ■alnta~n ■ore direct control over the 

affair• of bi• real • throueh a c l••• of peo ple who had no 

cl ai ■ to protection aaYe fro ■ the ■onarch hi ■aelf, 

In additi on to the Jeva' role •• an ar■ of tba 

■ onarchy, the Java th••••lvea var• a aour c e of tax reYaDue. 

The i■portance of tha Council i n tax collec ti o n cannot be 
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ov•r••tl••t•d· lxi•tin& apart fro■ th• " ■or•al" political 

•tructura, the u ■ ual ■•thod ■ of t•x■ tio■ c~uld not have b••n 

••■ 117 i•pl•••ntad . Th• Council coll•ctad taxa■ which ware 

laYiad •&•in•t tha Jawa •• • aroup. Tha Council w•• 
r••pon•lbla for •••tin& the ••••••••nt •nd it did •o by 

•pportioni■& the tax ••o■a the "Principal Citl••" or raciona 

vithi■ the Nedi■•• The Council worked for tb• •iti&atio■ of 

th••• t~x••• but, at tha •••• ti••• anforc,1d their collection 

fro• within tha Jewi•h ••ttla■anta accordi~& to tba "law of 

the land."(13) The pri•acy of t•x collection•• the raa•o• 

for the axl•tanca of tba Council•, at l•••t in tba •Y•• of 

th• aoyar■■ant, 1• ba•t da■on•tratad by the fact that the 

Council ■ lo•t tbalr royal ••nction in 1764 when a 

con ■ titutional chana• anded the apportion■ant of tax•• and 

aatabliahed direct taxation of the Java. (14) 

The territory of the Council of Lithuania waa 

defined by tha raoraanlaatlon of the Joint Poli•h and 

Lithuani•n ■onarchy, known•• tha Onion o! Lublin of 

1369.(13 ) Thia acr••••nt ■ at the border bat•••• Pol•nd and 

Lithuania, and, althou1h ch■ naln& t he ad■ lni atrativa 

atructure, ••rvad t o ■ ecura the inter••t• of Poland in 

Lithuania. Volhynia b•c••• part of Polan~ proper •nd th• 

fourth "Land" in the Council of th• Pour Land ■• D•v•lop■ant ■ 

in th• covern■ental ■ tructure of the Joint ■onarchy call•d 

for the craation of ■ aparata J•viah council ■ in th• tvo 

countri••· ln 1623, th• Council of the Princ ipal Co■■unitl•• 
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of the Province of Lithuania ■et for the firat tl••• 

Initially , the "Principal Co■■uoltl••" wera lreat, 

Crodoo (Horodna) and Ploak. With population• expandln&, 

Vlloa waa addad lo 1652 and Slutak lo 1691. lach of th••• 

Kehlllot laahlot repreaeoted lt,elf •• well a, the 

aettle■eota, often re■ote, within lta r••p~ctlve realon . The 

"national" Council, or Vaad HaNedina, wa• ••d• up of both 

rabbi• and lay■ao aent •• repreaentatlva, of their province,. 

Th• Council •••tin&• bee••• raaularlaed around the areat 

faire (of which the fair at Lublin la the ■oat well known) 

and convened at three year interval, except when •••raencl•• 

required ■ore frequent ••••ion,. The rule, for callin& a 

■eetin& ara ,et forth in the takkaoot the■ ,elv•• • The 

authority of tha .!!.!.! axteodad to facat, o,f Jewiah life fro ■ 

the ■oat ■undaoe to 1,,ue, which aro•• •• • reault of 

diapute, between the Principal Co■■uoitie,, , and betwaen the 

Jeva of Lithuania and the Jew, of Poland . The Council'• 

action• were taken with the internal oeedo of the Jew,, a, 

well a, the ■aintenaoce of 100d relation, with the hoat 

aoc lety, in ■ind. 

The etructure of the Council paralleled th• 

,tru c ture of the Poliah Diet ( Leaialatura). The elective but 

o liaarchical for ■ of rapre,entation reflect, the "noble, 

co ■■onwealth" and elec tive ■ooarchy which ca ■a into bein& in 

1572 when the Jaaiallon Dyoaaty anded with th• death of 
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Si&ia■uad Auaua tua. (16) 

l• ita early at•&••• tbe depe■de~c• of Lithua■1•• 

Jewry o■ Polead i• clear. Prequeatly, the takkaaot of Polaad 

are i■corporatad by reference lato the takkaaot of the 

Lltbuaataa Cou■ctl. lut, with the p••••&• of ti ■e, 

populatlo• arowtb, aad cbaaa la& ecoao■lc coadltto•• (17), th• 

J••• of Nedl■at Llta achl•••d aa ldeatlty dletlact fro■ their 

Poll ■b couaterpart,. 

ly the late Slxteeath Ceatury, averpopulatlo■ and 

th• fear of co■■arclal co■patltloa aa•• r i •• to call• for 

re ■ trlc tion■ on Jewi ■h 1■■ laration by th• Church and by Jew• 

th••••l••• · Tb• Council which bad, fro■ ~ h• outset, 

■aiatained it• l•&l■lation re1ardln1 Heak~t HaYiehu• (The 

~l&ht of Settle■ent) re■poadad to pre■■ur• fro■ b o th within 

and without by reatrlctln& th• rl&ht ■ of po t ential ■ ettlera , 

rabbla aad aercbanta fro■ out■ lde of Llthuanla. 

Llfa in Lithuania praaeated the J ava wi th ualque 

opp ortunitle■ a ■ vell •• unique probl••• · Thi ■ exa■inatloa 

of th• Plnka ■ Nedlo■ t Lita will de■on■ trate that our 

forebear ■, the leader ■ of Lithuanian Jewry, re ■ponded, 

thr o uah their takkenot, to both th• •••d~ of their ti•• and 

the de■aod, o f our tredltioa . 
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Chapter Two 

THI HALAKlC AUTHOllTY OP K!HILLAH L!GlSLATlOI 

Yo• ahall naither alde with th• ■eJority 
to do wron1 - you ahell not 1iva perveraa 
teatl■ony ln a dlaput• ao a• to favor th• 
■aJorlty, (lxodua 2312) 

Throu&h thl• ver•• our rabble and leader• learned 

that J••• would look to the 1overnin1 bodl•• of th• Hou•• of 

larael for aolutlona to co■■unal probl••• and l••• raaponalv• 

to the aeada of thelr ova tl••• Th• l•• ~a• aot th• 

exclualv• do■aln of tho•• veated vltb rabblalc authority, 

Th• co■■aalty •••whole bad rl&hta aad could expect 

co■pllaaca fro■ lndlvlduala, but th• rl&ht• of the co■■unlty 

ware t o be exerclaad vlthln a apaclfled f ~•••work. And the 

l••• tn both tha public aad prlvata do■alma, bad to ba 

ad ■lnlatered aad lnterpratad. Thua, ln Tventl eth Century 

t •r••• th• co■■ualty bad th• eutborlty to le&i•l•t• and 

adjudicete . Vithln th• eyate■ of balaka, the la1i1latlv• 

a c tloa• o f the variou• co■■ualti•• of Jew• are known a• 

t ekkano t hakahel . 

Co■■uaal a utoao■y vat• c ru c ial factor la the 

develop■eat of Jevlah law and le&ielatiom,(1) A• va1 

■entioned, fro ■ th• Second Century un til th• li&hteenth 

Century, Jeva ver• per■itted to e r r••&• ~ffalr• vlthin their 

ova clrcl••• but alway • vlthln th• ll ■ itu ••t by th• ruler• 

of th• boat a oclety,(2) Th• devalop■ eat of b o th th• l•• and 
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the or&anlaatlonal atructur•• for lta ad■ lnlatratloe often 

tefle c ta the cuato■a and practice• of the boat aoclety , •• 

wall aa the eaeda of the Jawlah co■■unlty. Althou&h clear 

evidence la eot available prior to th• Tenth Century, the 

Tal■ud provide• avldanca which au&&••t• the earlier axlateeca 

of co■■unal la&lalatlon.(3) In addition , the concept• whi ch 

aarva aa the theoretical baal• for kehllla l•&lalatlon are 

tal ■udlc ta ori&l• • Th i a chapter axa■l••• the baa••• for 

the halakic authority of takkanot hakahal. 

TH! "lSHNAlC PlllOD 

"••aha• llon, th• a■ inent Iaraali juriat and 

hiatorian of Jawtah law, ralataa the earlteat ea tabliah■ent 

o f Jawiab court• to the li ■ ited autono■y "ranted by the 

lo■ana lo tba Second Century . ta thi• ea r ly peri od, ha find• 

the pre c edent for "arbltrattou" under Jaw l ah auaplc•• at th• 

hauda of Jud&•• vbo were not le&al expert~, t .e ., they were 

~ot end owed with rabbini c au thority. (4) "iahuah Sanh edrin 

3:2 allow• c a••• to be hear d by peraona w~o are otherwl•• 

diaqualifiad due t o f a■ lllal relatiouahlp or bacauae they a r e 

not experta iu the l aw•• loo&•• the l iti&aDta •&r•• to h a ve 

th•• aer v e aa thair " Jud&••·" Tho •• who are u ot expert a re 

daac ribed in the "iahuah aa • ,p~ •,,, .• The ter■ la 

uuderatood aa a 1euaral reference t o the uneducated a nd 

uutraiued . (5) 
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Th• atet•••ot of t he Kiaboah hardl y re• ov•• 

Judi c ial authority fro• dayaoi•, 1ivio& it to lay peopl•• 

Th• authority of th• "lay-Jud&••" i• baaed aolely oo the oath 

throu&h which t he litl&aota ere bouod by the declaioo. lveo 

theo, the Kiahoah ahowa debate•• to whe ther the parti•• io 

th• c••• ••Y or ■ay ao t retract their e&r••••ot. Saobedrla 

312 c ao be uaed ooly •• evldeoce for the poaalbil i ty of lay 

1ovolve■eot lo ca••• adjudicated uoder Jawi•h law. It 

provld•• ooly for th• poaaiblllty of lay-Judt•• lo ca••• 

wh•r• the lltl1aota air•• to bav• the ca•• t r iad lo tbl• 

■aooer. Certeloly oo broad baaed J udicial o~ le&l•lati•• 

power l• &iveo to th• ooo-experta at thi• ••~ly ata&• o f 

halakic davelo p■eot. 

TH! TALMUDIC P!IIOD 

Tb• Tal•ud &iv•• evideoc• of a ao■ ewhat broader, 

aod •ore per■aoeot , eatabl i•h••o t of "lay-Jud&•• ·" Saohedrio 

la provide• f o r two type• of court•• lo ooe, th• jud&•• a re 

" rno1D " - exparta lo th• lav; lo the other the 

jud&•• are ideotified •• •n,01•,n " Th• latter jud&•• are 

e•povared ooly to hear ca••• re1ardio1 • ooay ■attar• • lo the 

Niahoab, tba court of non-axperta a ct••• f o r• of 

arbitration, a1r••d upou by th• litl1aota . lo th• Tal•ud, •• 

aee the deacription of ao axiatio& Judici a l or1aniaatl on, 

ataffad by Jud&•• vho do oot have rabbinic ordlnetiou but 

vhl ch la, neverth•l•••• a u eatabllahed deci11iou ■ ak in& body 

vithin the co■•unity . 



Th• Tel■ ud a l ■ o take■ n ot i c e of the fact that 

■o■evhat yarlant procedure• ex l ■ ted in di fferent ••tt l e■en t• 

of J•••• Elon attribute• thi• to an a t teflpl by the laadere 

of the co■■unlti•• to li ■ it adjudication uf dieput•• wi t h i n 

the co■■unity by non-Jevi1h tribunal• thr o uah th• adaptation 

of eo■• of tba judicial fo r■• in ue• by tha ao•ern■ent . (6) 

In tbi• yein, the redactor• of S anhedrin 23a n ote that th• 

co■■uniti•• in Syria followed• eo■evhat differ ent procedu r e 

than the o n• they cooeidered to b• th• ooT■ • 

Th• author ity o f the "lin&" i• expr••••d in 

Sanhedrin Sa, whe re in the lea l •laliY• author i ty o f the 

exilarch 1• expli c itly elated and de1 c rlbed . More i ■portaot 

11 the l ■ pllcal lo o that there 1• an el e■e ol of locel a utooo■y 

in the deyelo p■enl o f Jevl1h l aw and that thi• au tono■y 11 

related to th• "llna'• Lav" here per1ooifled by the exlla rch. 

lt 1• underetood, throuah thl• p••••&•• t ha t Jevleh law 

re co1nl••• independent l •&lelatlYe au tho ri ty, vaeted in the 

leader■ hlp of co■■unltl•• o f Jew1 llvlna in Babyloni a and in 

!reta Yl■ reel.(7) 

In it• dl1cu ■ 1ion of Kin& Davld a nd h i1 a•nerel , 

S e nh edrin 49a recoani••• th• authority of t he kin& end, a t 

the•••• ti••• t a k •• notice of tha feet t hat othe r • with i n 

the r■a l■ wi ll exerc i ■ e au t h ority . In thi1 c •••• 1epa r at• 

■ lli tary eu thorlty c a n b• interpreted a• creat in& the 
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poaeib1llt1 of a dl•i•ioa of power• withl• • alaal• 

aoyera■autal etr•ctura, each baYlD& lt• ova area of 

Jurladlctioa, A dlvlaiou of au tho rity vaa ••••lath• 

dlatlactlo• bat•••• th• two typ•• of court• aud vlll ba •••• 

aaalu vh•• va trace tha rlaht• aad raapoualblllt•• of th• 

•arloua or&••• of th• ao••r•l•a etructur• of th• kahllla 

which r•••ltad 1• tha takkaaot uadar coual~aratloa la thl• 

atudy , 

With th• paa•l•& of dynaatlc rulo, a ba•l• for rula 

throu&b laa1alat1•• aud ad■lalatrat1•• atructur•• had to ha 

daYalopad. Va flad ••••ral tar•• for th• off l c•r• of th• 

coa■uulty aud , a, axpactad, th••• tar•• ••TY fro■ place to 

place and fro• tl•• to tl••• In tha Tal■ud, exa■pla• of 

raepraaautatl•• daclaloa ■akara are pro• ldad by dlacuaalo•• 

.. 

la lt• coualdaratlon of the collection a nd 

dl1trlbutlon of taadaka, lab• latra 8b apaclfla1 th• nuabar 

o f ",.,n •l~ • raqulrad to coll e ct and to dlatrlbuta th• 

yarlou• for•• of cbarltab la contribution• raqulrad of th• 

co■■unlty. In thl1 context,•• c an not u ndaratand tha 

•~•,n •l~" to bathe antlr• citlaanry, but ■vat raad th• 

tar■•• a rafaran c a to tho• • appointad to thl• t aak, Th• 

connection batwaao the l•••l of taadaka and yalu•• in th• 

■arkatplace i• critica l to the relationah1 p bat•••• tbi• 

enact■ant of tba Tal■ ud and tbe da••l o p■aut of kahlllah 
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leai ■ letloo. lo thl ■ ■ectioo, where lo the Ta l■ud oo t e■ the 

r ole o f th•" ,•,n ,~ ," ootice l■ al ■ o takftD of the •••d for 

■ taodard ■ of walaht ■ aod ••a ■ura ■ lf taada~a l ■ to b• 

properly dl ■ trlbutad . 

th• a •tho r l ty of the ",•,n •l~ " over colle ctloo 

aod dl ■ trlb•tlo■ of charitable d onation■ i ■ tied to their 

cootro l over wa laht ■ aod ••a ■ ur•• • Sloe• i t i ■ clear that 

o fficial ■ lo chars• o f carlDI f o r th• p oor could have 

c arr ied o•t their taak by ■ l■ ply co llecti•I what the y could 

aod dlatrlbuti■I what they bad , it l ■ rea ■ ooable t o loo k 

deeper loto the coooactloD vhl ch va■ ■ada between the ■• tvo 

i ■■ ue■ • 
V• c a• ■ay wi th a fair dear•• of a ■■uraoce that the 

que ■ tioo of t■ adaka, alread y •• a ccep t ed practice o f the 

coe■uolty , ••• u ■ ed •• th• baai ■ for lotroducina a oew 

pra ctice . that 1 ■, th• daleaat ioo to a asoup of o fficial ■ , 

knovo •• " ,•,n •l~, • th• riaht to control we iaht■ aod 

ee ■ ,ure ■ , aod to act o o behalf of the coe■uoity iD th • 

re1ulat ioo of co■■erce. 

A clear exa■pl■ of repre,aotat lv• coe ■uoa l 

aovern■eot aod the deleaatloo of authori ty to a aroup of 

leadera la fouod lo "•alllah 26a-b. Here, th• official• 

koo v o • • the" ,•,n •~ ,~ n,~v" ■ re 1tveu a uthority over 

p roperty a ud ar e deacribad a• bei•I • ,•,~ •vla ,DJD~ .• l o 

thi• axa■ple, the riahta of the coa■uolty are l o fac t 

del•a•t ■d t o thl• body whi ch h■• the authori ty to a ct 
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accordlo& to lta owo wlll.[8) Thia pra c adqnt for trua 

rep r a aeo tatlYa &oYaraaaat l• ref l actad la ~ha takkaaot of 

Lithuaaia by th• coatinuoua uaa of tha titla" ,•,n •~10 

aad rafaraacaa to ",•,n •~,o n,,v" whtcb ara fouad 

throuahout tha Plakaa •• a council of laadara in aach of tha 

individual kahlllot. 

lvau tha l■portanl ■attara of prope r Shabbat aud 

holy day obaarvanca ara no t without variattoaa fro ■ co■■unlty 

to co■■uulty. Aa far back•• tbe "labnaic Parlod tbara la 

racoaaitioa of local practlcaa aud an acc~ptauc e of thai r 

alldlty. Tha "i ■huah aoaa further , and ~dvl••• tha travalar 

fro■ ona juriadlction to another to ablda by the rulaa of tba 

pla c e ia which ba flada hi ■ aalf . [9) Thia aerYaa not only t o 

preyant diac ord, but la alao aa a ckaowledg■aat of tha 

authority of each co■■uolty to aat lta owu a t aadarda. 

Fo l lowln& thia Niahnah, wa find the a tata■ent in 

Peaabl■ 50a whi c h daala with the i■ po r tanc e of the practi c e ■ 

of o n•' • forabeara . In lta dlacuaalon of yarlant c uato■ a 

o f Shabbat o baarvance, tha Tal■ud praaenta ua with a caae 

whar a •••■ioaly l ■pr o per behavior ia explained with the 

phra••• en•~, 0, •n,,a ,~,p ,,, Alth ouah thi• 

concept ,arv•• a• a rainforca■ant of l ocal c ua to■ , the 

principle a x pr••••d la to be an i ■ portant t heoreti cal 

foundation uaad to bind the Jaw• of the eo■■unity lo tha 

takka not of thalr kehilla , (10) 
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•o le&al 1y1te• can ,tend without built in 

1efe1uard1 a1ain1t abu1e and radical davlat:ion fro• lt1 own 

nor••• llon point, out the exlatence o f the principle of tba 

" ,,wn 011" (dlatinauiahad peraon) who•• •pproval ia needed 

ln order for le&laletlon or a Judicial decJalon to have tha 

••l&ht o f law,(11) Thia theory, which 11 flrat announced in 

laba latra 9a, later developed into the 1•&•1 tradition which 

ve1t1 apaclal powera ln the rabble and officer• of the 

kehlllah, Ve will aee that thla principle ia the ba1i1 for 

reaulationa whereby the keblllah 11 reatrlcted, in ao■e 

areaa, if it, a ction, do not carry the approval of the 1•1 n•, ,1 

or apeclfled co••unal official•• 

Avodah Zara 36a deala with th1 authority of o ne 

court over another, It ai ■ply 1tate1 thaL court, of equal 

"vi ■ do■" or ■ la• cannot abr oaate each othtir■' decialon ■• 

Ho wever, appeal ■ to a bi&h•r court, by virtue of "vi ■ do•" or 

1iae, are p o■ 1ible . Once •&•in we••• precedent for lo c al 

Juri1dictlon1, but with the added poa ■ lbl l lty of a n 

overarchin& 1tructure. t hia 1 ■ an l•portnnt feature of the 

o rcanlaatlon of the va 'adot tu both Poland and Lithuenla. 

The 1 a■e aectlon of Avoda Zara prohibit• o neroua le1t1la t lon 

vith the atate■ent of a. llieaer b, Zadok: "n,•,i 1•,,11 1•1 

n, ,,DY~ 1•~1,• ,,,sn ,, 1' 01 •~• ,1,sn ~~• 

Thu• far we have exa ■ined the tal■udlc precedent, 

and broad principle, vhich ■ake way for the develop■ent of 
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tb• coDcept of tekkaDot bekebel. Tb•r• 1• DO •p•cific 

te L■udic pro•ieioD for kebilleb le&i•latlon (11), Dor 1• tb• 

queetioD of ■aJorlty r•l• ••r•u• ■iDority r i&bte ••ttled iD 

tb• Tal■ad. [13) HoweYer, tbere ere two 1■porteDt 

priDcipl•• of Jewi•b law which are expr•••~d by tbe A■orei■ 

aDd which co■• to be "key•toD••" iD the tb•ori•• by which tbe 

writer• of tb• cod•• aDd re1poD•• Ju•tify the authority of 

kehlllah le&i ■ latioD. Tbe■• are the prlDciplee of 

•,?~" 1•1 n•~ ,p•n• eDd•rtn 1~0 •~~ 1••2,,, · 11~,0 t•i n•~• 

Th• prl•clpl• of • ,p•n 1•i n•~ ,p•n• i• repeated 

iD ••v•ral placea.[14) It i ■ by thi• authority tbet the 

cou rt, end later th• kebillab, a••u••• the power to treD•f•r 

property in both the public aDd pr i vate do■aiD• · It i• th• 

be•i• for ■ekiD& the court' ■ Juda■eDt• biadlD& iD "civil" 

ca11a eDd the theory bebiDd the kebillab'~ authority 1D 

■etter1 of co■■erc• eDd taxatloD.[lS) Authority over 

"cri■lDel" ■ett•r• i• dariv•d fro ■ th• ■ tate■eDt of 

R. !lieaer b. laekov1 " 

n,,nn JD ." [16) Later euthoriti•• u•• the 

1xpre11ioD1 " 

other vari ■Dta.(17) Overt~• cour•• of ti••• th•~ la 

equated vitb the bet din, and the broed pover• whi ch e re 

ju1tifi1d by th••• prlncipl•• r11t vi th the co■■un■ l 

aovern■ent. 
It l• l■port•nt to not• that th• t1r■1 

not deno t e• purely judl c l ■ l body . 
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co••• to indicate a for ■ of Judiciery, it 1• epparent tbat 

the le& l •lative power• bave •bifted to tbe "~np " wbicb i• 

to be equeted with the earlier u•a&• of "1 '9 1 A! ~."(18) 

TAXXAJOT NAUNAL IJ llJ ADllT'S llSPOISA 

Tb• authori t y of tbe ~ ~nd tbe risbt of 

co■■uniti•• to lesi•l•t• for their own ne~d• •••rs•• with tb• 

increa•• of Jewi•b autono■y in the Tenth and lleventb 

Centuri•••l19) Therefore , we look to tb• cod•• end tb• 

re ■ pon•a for a fuller und•r•tandins of thu halakic authority 

of tbe Lithuanian~• 

Tb• ie•pon•a of Solo■on ibn Adr,at (known a■ laahba1 

c.1235-c.1310) , played an i ■portant role in tbi• proca••· 

Altbou&h ha •arved •• rabbi in larcelona, be wa• a world-wide 

halakic authority who•• rulin&• were aou1ht by b oth 

individual• and co■■uniti••-120) Tb• opinion, and rulin1• 

of th• la•hba are a ■aJor influence on th• develop■ent o f 

kehillah l•&i•lation, and hie teahuvot will ••rve a, a 

"toucbatone" for ■ any of tb• ie•u•• to b• exa■ined in thi• 

tbe•i•• 

By tbe ti•• of the Lithuanian ~•a'ad ( Va'ad 

HaMadina), th• le1i•lativ• autho r ity of tba kahillot wa• n o 

lon1•r in que•tion . la•bba bad a lready declared that th• 

■aJority of th• •••b•r• of a co■■unity could co■pal the 

■inority to abide by it• lewa. He co■p a ~•d the au t hority o f 
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the , o■■uaity to that of th e Bet Dia HaCadol (Saadadria).(21) 

The i ■plicatioa of thia ruliaa aad ita wordina indicataa that 

Raahba ackaowladaad tha authority of th• laaialatioa aad 

ianoyatioaa of tha kahillot. 

Th• co■plata authority of the co■■unity oyar 

■attara which ware later dlYldad lato "r~l l&i ou," aad 

",ecular" flald1 wa, a l 10 wall a1tablt1h~d prior to tha ti■a 

partod of tba Ltthuantau Council. laadlo,, to ,ay, tha baatc 

practicaa of Jawi,b ob,aryanca ware uot oubject to que,tlou. 

HowaYar, there t, aYldanca o f the "'>n," havtua achlevad 

cont rol ovar araa, of Jawlah law whi ch wq would haye expected 

Ra,bba arant, 

the co■■uutty control oYer the law, of wltn•••••• and let, 

1tand the procedure, •■ployed by an ludi v tdual co■■untty 

reaardl••• of po11tbla contradiction, wi th prior no r■atiye 

practtce, .(22) Takkanot HaKahal were cou1idered to be 

juda■eut, with the•••• force aud effect•• tho1a of halaki c 

acholara . Raahba clearly atate, that it ta within the power 

of the • ,1~•s " to auac t tekkanot a nd proYlda f or their 

enforce■ ant. Both the lactalat ton and tba punlah■enta for 

failure t o co■ply with the■" n,1n 1•,~ a••,."( 23) 

Tbua far we heve di1cuaaed thn powara vaatad in 

co■■uuitta, which are da1cribad a, .. , .. , " or .. ,,~•s " but 
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participant• in for■ulatin& tba takkanot ubich wa will b• 

cxa■ inl o&, and tho•• whoa• lot it waa to l iY• by tb•• • aaw 

all tbe leaialation of the ya'adot •• halAke • aothin& l••• 

th•• th• coatiauatio• of tha Law o f No•••• 
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Chap ter Thr•• 

STlUCTUll or THI VA'AD HAMlDIWA AWD THI K!HILLOT 

ID thll chapte r we be&lD a xa■iDiD& the b alaki c 

1 tyle of the Takkanot HaKabal of Litbuaaia by inYe1ti&atin& 

th• coyarn■antal at cu cture of th e Va'ad HaMedina, a• wall a, 

the au t b ori tla1 and re1pon1ibiliti•• of the l oca l 

co■■unltl••• 

TllMIWOLOCt 

Varlou1 tar ■• are u1ed to indicate th• ••••ral 

l•••l• of halakic authority. Tb• Couacil of Lithuania 11 

1 l va y 1 kn own a, the" nJ•,D " a nd th• Principa l Coa■uaiti•• 

are 1tyled" n1•e■, n,~np." Town, a re o ften referred to a, 

..,., " which 11 &•••rally interchan&abl• v lth the expre11lon1 

"n~np" or" )\e•" both of whi ch iadlca t• 1 ■alle r croupln&• 

that were either wi thin th• town or v •r• outlylD& 

1ettle■eat1. On th• love1t "rune" v ar• the a rea• 1urroundin& 

the popul a tion center• known a• a " nl•~o ~ or a " ~,••" 

vhere no otb•r Java llyed. In th• tax ro l lu of tba Plnka1, 

• • flnd that tb•" n,~•~o" a re included ln th• levy a &a last 

tbe principa l co■■unity o f tbe re&ion . 

THRII-TilllD STlUCTUll 

Th• or1anl1atioaa l 1tructur• o f Madina t Lita va , 

thra a-tlarad. The pri ■ary level, of a uthority var• the 

"Madina " , the " Kahlllot l a 1biot", a nd tba "Kahillot". At tba 
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top o f the hierarchy vaa the Va'ad HaNadina. Thia "national " 

council la&ialatad for all tha Java of Lithuania. Th• Ya'ad 

conaiatad of repreaenta tivaa of the principal co■■unitiaa who 

■at at three year intervala. When nacaaaary, they ■at ■ore 

frequently. The takkanot of the Va'ad HaN~dlna auparcedad 

the la&l1lation of all other centara of h1Lakic authority 

within tha Crand Duchy of Lithuania. The Ja'ad'a authority 

darivad fro■ a royal charter, and it vaa auaverable only to 

the Crand Duka of Lithuania (who vaa alao &h• Kina of 

Poland). 

At the ■iddle lavel of the hierarchy ware the 

"Kehlllot laahiot" (principal co■■unitiea). Zach of thaaa 

ra&lonal ceutera had ita own council and aat of 

functionariaa. The va'adot of the principal co■■uuitiaa 

paaaed l•&ialatiou whic h aovarned the co■auniti•• within 

their raapactiva reaiona. Cuato■ a and practicea often 

differed fro■ realon to re&lon. Initially the Kahillot 

Raahiot were lraat, Crodno (Horodna), and Pinak. 

added in 1652 a nd Slutak in 1691. 

Vlloa vaa 

The "kahlllot" were the lovaet level of authority. 

Their pollclaa a nd procadurea vera re&ulatad by the t akkanot 

of tba Va'ad HaNedina and the Kahillot laehiot. Havtu1 no 

le1l1lativa authority of their o wn, kehllla offlclala ware 

required to enforce the takkanot of th• auparlor lavala of 

1ovarn■ant. Kahlllot could, however, levy tax•• for local 
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Tb• dear•• of eutooo■y of a keblll•b ••• depeodeot 

oo lll al••• Tba 1■aller eod ■ore ra■ote 1ettla■eot1 were 

dl1adyeote1ed, aod, o•• ■l1bt ••Y• dl1crl■loated •1• lo1l by 

lb• "aatlooel" aod re1looal au tborltl••· Tbl• bee••• ■or• 

aYldeol lo tbe latar year• of tbe _!D! vb~•• tbrou1b a 

proca11 of ceotrallaatloo, 1reat•r re1trlcLloo1 ••r• pleced 

oo tbe 11ttle■eat1 tbat dld oot baye a full co■■uoal 

1tructur• of tbelr o••• (1) Jeve llYlDI l o leolated 

1ettl••••t• ••r• eubjecl to tb• rule1 of th• aeara1t tovo . 

AUTHO~lTY or THI YA'AD HANIDIWA 

Th•.!.!.:.!.!'• authority exteaded to th• full raa1• of 

coa■un1l l11ue1. Tb• alaut•• of al■oat eecb •••tla& of th• 

V1' ad HaNedla• loclud• a 1tet•••at which d1■on1trat11 th• 

council'• broad coocepl of ll1 o wn autborlty. Parbap1 th• 

■01t explicit 11 th• openlo& 1tale■ enl of lb• Co un c il which 

••tin 16311 ••~ ,n,e na,,n •DJ n1le~ ,. ,,,1~ 1K ,•01n~• 

•.n,,e 0•n,n ~, •~ •, 10,n ••~' ,n,n 

I 2 l 

Th• takk1aot o f th• Nadine var• 1ubordln1t• only lo 

the l aw of the Crand Duke . Neither th• l mdlvldual kehlllot, 

n or th• principal co■■ualtl••• could p••• an y le1l1latlon 

that contratlcted or a tte■pted to 1ubordlnat1 the l11l1latlon 

of tba Ve'ed HeNedlna .[3) Tb• offlclal1 of the l ocel 



co■•uoiti•• were officer• of the Hedi•• i n that they were 

ba l d reap ~••ible for the enforce■ent o f itu takkanot, The 

extent to which local officiala could exerc iae diacretion io 

th• enforce■eot of the takkanot of the Hed1na ia not clear. 

Tbro uah takkanot, varioua offi c ial• were ofteo re■ ioded of 

their reaponaibiliti••• ror exa■ple , l o cal laadera were 

apecifically prohibited fro■ reduc in& either th• fin•• or 

pbyaical puniab■enta called for by tha le1i1letion of the 

Hedina.(4} Likewiae, local official• were not per■itted to 

interfere witb tax collector• for the Nedina unl••• the tax 

c ollector de■ended pay■enta above tboae r~quired by the 

••••••••nta of th• Va'ed baHedi••• Tb• t•x r o ll• th••••lvea 

co u l d n o t be cbanaed by local action.( ~ ) 

All leaialation of the Va'ad HaHedina waa publiabed 

under the aeal of eutboriaed officiala and diatr i buted t o the 

c o■■unitiea and ae t tle■enta.(6) In apeciel c a••• public 

announce■ent• at certain interval• were al•o required , (7) 

Tb• Council e x hibited the c hara c teriati c a of• 

p er■anent and 1overei1n 1o vern■ent. A■on1 it • very earliea t 

ena c t■ent• 1• a ra t her •tern rule whi c h •eeka to • o lld i f y it• 

o wn auth ori ty by c utti n& o ff the inf l uence o f jud 1■ent1 

c o■ in& f ro ■ the out•ide . "No o ne, wheth~r individually or•• 

part o f• aro up , ■a y brio& any Jud&■ent ~r belief fro■ an y 

o ther place or any o ther Jur i•dic tion whnthar it ba • 

rabbin ical Juda■ en t o r the Juda■en t of c o■■unal 
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offic•r• . "(8) Th• tranaar•••or of thi• enact•eut wa• 

li• bl• f o r no l••••r puuiah•ent than to b~ found de•arvin& of 

o•traci•• in both thi• world and th• next. 

At it• next •••tln& the Va' ad plla cad an ob•tacla 

in the way of rabbi• and teacher• who •i&ht brin& with th•• 

aoa-Litbuaaian vi••• of th• lav. Vhila a co■■uulty could 

•i•ply hire• "::i-," or" n-,u," vh o wa• Li 1thuauiau, it bad to 

obtain prior approval fro■ •pacified official• of th• 

principal coa■uniti•• before it could "i■9ort" • reli&iou• 

leader or taacbar fro■ out•ida of th• Nadiua.(9) Later 

va'adot pa•••d rule• vhicb placed ■ ore detailed re•trictiou• 

on the hirin& of rabbinical official• - Thi• i••u• wi ll be 

dlacu1aad in a •ub1aquent chapter. 

In •u• than , th• halakic •tyle of Javi•h 

•ettl•••nt• within the Crand Duchy of Lithuania included au 

ov•r• r c hin& au t hority•• the Va'ad HaMedlna. It• l•&i•lation 

••• bindin& on the co■■uuiti•• and co■■unal official• that 

co■priaed the Medina . .Althou&h it ■ay have re■ainad ad hoc 

"on paper", tha Council provided for the con t inua tion of it• 

lava and for a aelf - parpetuat in& le&i•la ti ve pro c •••• The 

fa c t thet ch an&•• ln the l aw • were, fro ■ t i ■• to ti••• 

nec e•aary, wa a openly •tated. Th• takk•not were enacted by a 

repreaentative body which prohibited enactlu1 le&i• l atiou 

without a for■al ••••io n of th• le&i•lativa body, avau when 

all concerne d ware in iufor■al aar••■•ut . Moreover, the 
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Council protected it■ exclu ■ ive ri&ht to ln&i■ lete for tbe 

co■■un l lie■ of Litbuenia by prohibiti n& tho in troduct io n of 

law■ fro• other juri ■diction■• 

THE PlINCIPAL CONNUNITIIS 

Ve now turn to en exa■inetion of the relationabip 

between tbe Va'ad HaNedina and the principal co■■unitie ■ of 

the Jewiab aettle■■nt ■ in Lithuania . Our purpo ■ e 1• to ae ■ 

where authority in tbe balakic proce■■ vaa bald a ■ tha 

axcluaiv ■ doaain of the overarchin& counci. l and where, within 

Lithuania, b■lakic auth o rity vaa ■hared vlltb the r■ aional 

center■ • 

In theory, tb■ princ ipal co■■unitie1 were th■ be ■ ic 

unit of balakic eutbority . Their autono■7 wa■ ■uperceded 

only wb ■n tb ■ principal co■■uniti■■, took jo i nt act io n 

throu&h the Va'ad KaNed ina . Durio& th ■ period of th• V ■ 'ad, 

a cent ra li sat ion of authority took plac e . A ■ the year ■ want 

on, the Va' ■ d haNedioa b■ ca ■e c once rned with the dataila o f 

local i ■■ ue ■ tha t are ab■ eo t fro■ tb■ earlier record ■ • 

C ■ otr■llaation occur■ d at tb ■ ■xpen ■ e of the authority o f tb ■ 

prioclp■ l co■■unitie1 . 

Th• ■ harin& of authority for the benefi t of the 

entira Lithuanian co■■unity i ■ daaon■ tra ted by the 

l ■&i ■ l a tiva "rule■" of the Va ' ad Ha Nedi na , Takkanot could 

not be chanced, even if al l three principal co ■■uni t i■■ 
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aareed, until there waa • for■al ■aatin& of tha entire Va'ad, 

Throu&h the t akkanot of 1631, we learn that the ene ct■enta 

■ad• at th••• for■el •••tin&• had to be peaffed by a ••Jority 

vote of the kehillot reahiot; et th• •••• ti■• we e re 

re■inded that no takkeneh can be cban&ed in the abaence of 

auch • •••tin&, Thia aatabliahed a condition under which any 

one of the principal co■■unitiea could prevent the enact■ent 

of takkenot by failin& to participate in• •••tin& of the 

Ve'ad HaNedlna. To inaure the continued f~nctlon of the 

central couacil, the principal co■■unitiea •&reed to the 

auact■ent of whet could, in our idio■, be 6e,cribed •• • 

couatitutionel pro•laion in the tekkenot o« 1634. Thi• 

provl1iou allowed th• heeda of two of tha ~ riacipal 

co■■uniti•• to co■pel tha third to attaud • •••tin& of tha 

Ya'ad HaNadina. Th• "eu■■ona" bad to ,tat• the ti ■a and 

place of th• •••tin&, and &iv• at leaat thirty day, 

uotice.(10) By a&reein& to tbia procedure, the 

repre1entativ•• of the priuc ipal co■■uuitiea , ■ hared their 

bal ■ kic authority with their collea&u•• throu1h the ■echeni•• 

of a "national" co uncil . 

There l• e vidence that re&l o nel v e'edo t 

f o llowed their owu cour ■e a nd created their own lava . Th••• 

recioual variation• co■• to li&ht throu&h takkanot which take 

uotice of local practicea, albeit in the p r oc••• of 

a ■ tabliahiu& t h• law f or the entire Nedina. 
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lo Horodoa, hovaver, th• 

Th• telr.lr.a11ot 

record• 1ettl•••nt of thl• 11aue . Talr.lr.aoah au■ber 55 

accapt1 Horodoa'• re&looal practice, but Horod11• would h••• 

to coafor• to th• practice• of th• reat of th• "•dl11a within 

twenty-four yaara. 

la au •••n ■ore 1trllr.lo& exa■pl• • the 

Va'ad K•"•dl11a outlewed the offeoal•• prac&lc• of • aao ual111 

hll wlf• or children•• aecurlty for• lo•~- Thia wa• ter••d 

a11 " evil deed" ■air.lo& 011• liable for th• worat aorta o f 

punlah■ent. 
Th• repreaeotatl v•• of Horod11a aalr.ed for 111 

axe■pti o n fro• thi• law 011 bahalf of a•v•r•l c o■■u11ltl•• 

within their re1lo11, The rulln& of t h e!,!..'...!,! waa that, 111 

thi• aatter, Horodoa ■uat co■ply with the talr.lr.a11o t ha■edi11a 

a t o nce . Ho••••r, all aucb a1r••••nta al r eady ■ad• would 

r1■ai11 in force , (11} 

LOCAL AUTHOlllTY 

Th• l oc a l co■■u11ity ( .,., or 'HIV ) , held • srea t 

d ea l o f co11trol over a f falrl ~ithlo ill jur ladi c tioo •• loo& 

•• lt did 11ot cont r ad ic t talr.lr.aoot of the Nedi11a, Thia la 

de■oo1trat1d by rul•• which r11tri c ted appea l • fro• both 

le1 i1 la t i o11 a11d c ourt Jud1••11t• ••d• at th• local l1v1l . Th• 

t alr.ka11ot o f•!.!.!!.!.!. c ould 11o t b• cball1111•d by ei t her an 

individual o r by " nil•lo" tbrou&h • direc t appeal t o the 
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Principal Co■■unltJ. Th• loc a l council ( ~•,n •~,• ), and 

the prealdeu t of the local rabbinical court ( 1•i n•~ ~• ), 

bad to flrat hear the c••• a1aloat their ovo takkanot. 

Co ■plalnta war• ll ■ltad to error• lo fact or ln law. OnlJ 

after thl• chall•n1• ••• heard at the aa■• local laYal could 

a co■plalnt, baaed on tha cartlflcatlon of th• local 

offlclala, be lod1ed wlth the o!flclala lo the Principal 

Co■■unltJ • To further dlacoura1• challao1•• to local 

takkanot, the plaintiff had to poat a bond before a jud1■ent 

fro■• hl&h•r authorltJ could be aou1ht . A judici al 

decialon ( 1•, po8), could not be challan1nd aYaD if there 

vaa a o error lo fact or lav.(12) 

Later t akkaoot ■ad• it aaaler foT th• lodlYldual to 

aue hla kablllah. At tl■ ea th••• takkanot protect tba 

lndlYldual fro■ uofayorabla a ctlona of th• local counc ll .(13] 

Thay vent ao far aa to allow th• lodlyldual to cboo•• th• 

principal city lo vblch the ca•• would ba beard, and aodov 

that jud1■eot vl th th• force and affect of a jud1■ent of the 

Kadloa.(14] Th••• takkaoot are lodlcatlYe of the 1radual 

c eotrali&atloo of power whi ch 1•• ■eotloo~d aarller. 

The local o ffic ial• ver• not oo h y called upon to 

la&l•l•t• for th• Jev• of their tarritorltta , they vere elao 

required to aoforc• th e lava of both the loc a l co■■unlty a od 

the "•dioa . Upon a ruliDI fro■ the~~• the leader• of 

the co■■uniti•• vare requirad to c arry out th• jud1■eot, aveo 
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i •f it m.f4an t. jai:U.n$ or oa-t1:a,ct:tztng ,on.e o.{ th'.e ,ir 

n,eighpl;>rs. [,15 .] 
Ca s ·es a;rJ. $ in,g, fit.om· w. 1 ·t .b-.t -n·_. t ·h.e b · · ound:arcies o-f 

a c p;11Jmu,n.i t-y,. e.-s p_ e ,c'1 •f l._y· 1 f thty we"" e. 
.. p r _i v-a ,te ma.tters, be t ·we,~n 

•hi.di·yi~.Uals_; were alm·ost 1isl.l!f•Ys he.a-rel and adJtiJ;Jic•ted wlt:hin 

-tlie· eoll).111un-!'ty. An ea.r~Y, ,t'8~kka>na·h plt.ovld ~s th11.t ·~-~'e ve·nue of 

~u-C•b a· ca-se could n.ot be c .li1t~ged without. goo-d ~-e .aaon. 117 _ .,..ven. 

wlt,n -suffici.ent ea_us_e, th--e· · p.'"•r .t ·:y, 
CO' s ·e'eki'llg the eha:nge, o_f ven,ue 

wou·ld h.av-e the ad•di ti::oJ(a 1 ~•'4"r•~e~ 10£: p'osting ,a bond. J 1.6) -~ 

few· yea-rs -a .ftcer th_i·s ·etl_!ii.Ct1ll'e,:1.t, th~ Me:ditia -st.ated that cases 

:raking a ca~e out~·ide of the Jurl.s .dictio"n w.ltbout th.e pri·o,--r 

ap,pJ;ov-a.i of tlhe lo.cal c-0u·r-t: .. •w.as p,un,ishab,le b'y • :P.­

extrao•t'd~~arity· high .f:f.ne ,,£ 1,50,0 .z;lotys.[1·7] 
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b~:e:n t .rad .. ed. •wou.ld ffeld ,(? nl,y to'i. ~,£ th.e f't:i.11 fntere.,s t 

ci U,e • [ 1-9. :1 

GJro·u_p-s 11:Lth't.·li L1th.uania c .o,uld' le1J 4 ,money to the· 

M:e.tUn.a .. W.•e• s e'e an example .of t~Ts lu• the e ase o:f a , ·9, ooo 

:z,lo try loa:n- m·ade t o' the Medina 1>y the Trw.s .tee•s, of th.e .a.e ·t 

lii':idr:ash of klo,z.. Yea.rs a.ft.er the loaQ ~as· ·m.~i:l e ,. r-~p .ay ·m·e,p t 

·w•s ~r:ran,g,ed 'by t he Med i n:a a.gre.e,fng t & p,at 1,00'0 zlo ty:s ·pe·r 

year.- to~a-:rd die ex·pi nses o f. 'To'ta.:p study at· th~ Bet 'Midras ll Qf 

KJ..oz.. [ 2,01 'This act :l.on izi~y a·lso r ·efle:ct. a cha.ng·e in, the 

e,cono•mJ .•.¢ .posit:ion o.f t.he e◊mmuni ty whtc·h had b.een a.ble t o 

Tn.ctre 'J.f&S ,some de.g~ee .of loc.·al ~a ~_a t ion. T.h:e li,ea•d 

o.f .the ,court (pro'ba.bly ·1~ the Pr:inc ip$ 1 ·Gity) set the tax 011 

each kaba,l for tqe· ,su1> Po.r t o f '- t .s ~ -
In towns •here there 

i 
1 position ( Y1;lr ;i-, ) , the 

was a ,pe rman·e.n.t ra bbin ·ca 
•ty to set the rate of this tax 

~-0mmunity had th~ author• · 

e xamp l e of the scope of local 
This is an · 

for 

with the size of th~ to~~­
au t ho;r i ty. i ,nc re·a s i n•g 

Naturally, 
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.1-SQLA'TED SETTLl:~.EJ·T$' 

Th.e , sup,erv!s·.i ,o,n 4f. t -he· "::.t11.:i•:i.0 ." b·y t .ne ne~re•st 

to-w:n- $...s de•m.on•tra ·ted i .. "'h · -· · :·· , .. .._ •~ regul-ation,s gu.ai-¢i.ng t.,he 

int.~gri.ty of fhe· eom_mun.:ic•t11Q'•J1a sent by· :tf.te 1uJi.J1 t.o the 

and/or s·eal of the a·v, be.t ,di!' •of: Ute k,.anal. T·he ai,s~uee. of 

his ,S::l~n·a •t .ure had t.<;,• be e•.,,c:pla.:tneq b-y ap attached do:ctunent. 

:sec-,o,ud,. the .av b·e't dh>i e:ou.ld o.'llc.ly, Jig.n· ico•m.11t~n:ri'c•at.ion-a t :ba .. t 

wer.e dir~cied to the ae,tt-1 .em_el'.l'ts, t .~.a:t ·tere wVthtll. •}l!-,a 

The ,am,e ta'.k_kl'n.ab gi.ye;s ev:i.de-q,ce 

and t _I:ie ou.tlyi-!1·g ar~a!S in the-- varfous r ,e,g;tons. It sped.fie'8 

that PiusJ, ~:o.rod·:n:a ·a_nd Jhes'k mu·s.t abide l>'y t .h-e :rul.es Q·f ·the 

H.e,dina·. [221 

ThoS'e liying .tn is,olated co.111mu•nlti-e1s we-re ~.e_bi in 

1 0-w .. ·: . .:a · • • i ·s"ent of 0t'he 0-f,li\ '11 •zrJ, '' ef the itlsh,na:h .• rega r~., r~m.,,..,11, '" , · · · . 

.. t l · t·h· o·IJ t '"'<>ti tac d. n~ th_ e a,..._ :bei cH•ti to l t . was a •s ··s•uin,e·d t _u!I t lf,:L ·· ' .. . 0 • 

and: .. 0 £:na .tr·uc,tion b~olc, ,th• J'ewt,s.h · t~celve 1nstr~ctio~ • 

il. "" ,,,-c:,,uJ..d f ·all prey to· . 11 ·'L .J•.s w·if~- a-~d ~.}). .. 'uren, ~ettltrj •• we- a& ni 

flio.se w~bo fai le·d to. 
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di s ·ad va·~ t., g~d ·'W •i t.b 

Ju '<fic tal dect s~ons 

P. ur;po•s ·e:s • o··f ti/.• .. ' .. ,.1.,. c~.urt p·ro~edu:.l'es 

keh_illah_, ,,t.he "nf:J."t:!Q .. ha,,;~ th.e 

·in:div:1:.doal. 

for ..-ui t-·.a agai.ns t • 

s,am.e: l ,eg,,sJ s ta to·a an 

In a iab·er •~akka,n1a ·~ ti,,.e li'btrg~~lll ca-le.:p.i:la~ is u •s:ed­

a,s th .. e b:a . .si.s for- fafr,ctn,g. :.revfffe UvJ.n·g i ,n t:so ,la'tion ~.o htve 

con tact ,with t~e. .c·om!D,un·tty. 't~iJ• l ·e.g_isla;tio~ req u_i r .e:d thcnre· 

who :llyed' in a p'ia.e.e w.h.er~ 'tln,ere ~as no. ·r•eguta.r rel.ig'iious 

a ,dvantage of the toraltric an,d RabJ>-~•tlJc· t ·e ·quir,~m.en.ts ·~.e.gar4i:ng 

t ·he p&r$:~•lbt tb:at one· fs obi.fge.id tq hear. Ho:w~ve·:r; it als..o 

Stf~·v.e..d to i ,ns:•ure t-~e p·r,es·en.c◄e· -of :ts·olat,ed setfl.er,.s- at. th.~ 

elect.ion of comm'U-.~al, officeri~ whfch t;ook p•1'a.C.e on qt o,.e'ar 

Thi.s ehaptei ha, eJ~amin.jd: the 1,ev~ls of authority 

f the ,Va ':ad. ,,tie.di 11,a t Li ta-• We h.a've 
:1:u the .J·ew i s:h c o.mmu~,~ t)' .o · 

I. of local ~-ootrol bUt, t 1h.,(t 
aee,n ,that. ther:e was • ·J.a:t,g,:e < eg·.r ,e,e · : 

the .t .akkanot of the .H~dl'?-4 supei'-c.edce~~ 
rules m•de bY thJ 

keh~I lot;. 
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leadership structure. 
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Chapter Four 

L!Al>Ell'SHll: 

The preceding c~apter dia Euaaed the nature of 

hal~kic authority, the organi~~tional structure of the va•ad 

HaMedina a_nd t ·ts subordinate governmental structure. We have 

seen that the councils had the authority to both make and 

enforce legislation which was the halaka of tithuanian Jewry. 

As has been me:ntioned, t .he evidenc e shows that the de.cision 

making power teate~ in the hands of the lay-leaders with 

considerable, but tiot• decisive., inp.ut from the· rabb.tnate. 

This chapter will examine the questions of who the leaders 

were, how they were atle·~ted, the qualifications f or communal 

off {ce a,nC, the req u:,tremen ts f o.r par.ticip'a tion in the 

sel~ction process. 

Jews have . always been pr-0 ud of their literacy. It 

is, Surprisillg t o find that the first meeting of 
there.fore, 

the Va'a•d Ha Medina bad to in-s'lst that t he officers of the 

bet din ( ll 1 • :l l) know how t O read• 
These officers were 

.. •lil.ll> , 11 the elected offi cial s of the 
appointed by the ',nyil 

communi tr. [ 11 '' 
'" • l iJ ,. .., ,, :were the var i o us off ice rs The ' ,ilpil ... ,H, 

who formed the councils 
on the local, regional and national 

levels. f Office was difficult. 
Removal rom 

No more than 

two " 
"cou ld be removed in one year ■ 

111',np •e,i, 
This 

of the va•ad. 
action could only take place at a full meeting 

1 f the rabbia,(2) 
and Tequir ed the approva 0 
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local 

Takkano t dealing 

k 

with the councils of the towns and 

ehillot borrow th · ·1 eta mudic ldiom and refe r to the 

"to~n cou.ncil$. 11 as"1~;, ... n-. . # I :31:tl • II Or It• i•,n •~,~ n1:iv ." 

These terms appear interchangeable [ ] 3 'although takkanot 

whi~h pro id . ,•v e per diem expenses to the manhigim while 

they were atte"D.ding council meetings w6uld indicate that the 

title ''manhig" was• at l - east at time~, reserved for the 

com.munal oftic.ials who represented thei t commun'i ties at 

regional a.nd. llna.tio.nal" va'adot.(4) · The "Shivah Tovay 

Halr •" were not necec ess,ar ly seven in numb·er and , depending 

e · ran~ ated is the "trustees~ of on ·t .he con·text ,· .mlglit be.st b t 1 

the comm~nal funds.[5] 

The qualific ations for a manhig are found in late 

takkanot. Becauae of the importance of marriage to Eastern 

European Jewry, the qualifi c~tio~s were stated in terms of 

the numb~r of year-s that a ma-n had 'been married. In kebillot 

which had at least ten members of tbe "counc il," manblgim bad 

t o have ~een married for at least 30 yea r s.[6} 
Assuming 

t~at a man would be married in his la te teens or early 

twenties, w·e can surmise that the manhigim were men vho were 
This 

no yoqnger than their late forties or early fifties. 

condition is likely to have been different in smaller towns 

h ten me mbers of the council and 
where there were less tan 

fewer eligible individuals with sufficient stature. 
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f ss .. ue cou·ld ·be 

.we·.re a:W<ay o~ b usi n ess. 

th,¢. appo:ititm·ent of ~ .!;!y, 

ele·ctor$ :~9Uld a:eie•.<f t t .he inem·ber.s of th~ ~o.mip.una:,l ('bo.a·tdi.1 who 

ve1::~ .not to ·serve •m.ore ,th•.a·n t 'w· o· .. consecut.fve year!:!• ~all ots 

1[f'er.e. c.o,i::l.ec t4J'«' ·b·_Y. t ,Jt·e tru 1S: te,.es,... Th'i. · ~;k · · · s ~•~ afiah was s ubje ct to 

lqca.l . v,:riAf tio,n, a,nd ., h1 :t :his in·stance; local :t a k k~no t took 

p,f .e.cedenc,e , .~w•~r the .leg'ls l .a -tf:on of tJi e. va:• td Hatjedi na e·xcept 

t,J:.~h. t.•et:-a1rd to :tlfo.s.e vho 1Jete· i,7.1,0.,:".[7) 

·R.egar.ding ,e:1tyi c e on .the g ()'ver.n i-ng eouncll of a 

.toir'n o.r · e,.e 'ttlemett,t, •.I'. ';10!1' (d isq u~1 i fie.d) cannot ref e r to 

lhe. :Jl·~l~ka ·"hich •d ·i's qualtf~es j.ua_ges o•r w.itoesses on the 

ground,~ .. of familial r ,ela t ·ionshi,p or an in.terest in th.e matter 

which f.s ,b•efore t he111.(8J It must, , there fore, refer to the 

di s,q 11a 1 if i,ca t ion· ba8e·d 1,u p on non-observance of normative 

Jew.i,.sh pra c ti ces . (9] 
Thi~ was no t new legislation; 

rather, T~e ~ouncil ~&$ only enfotcing existing halaia. 

Issetl~s had alr eady stated that the communal officers had to 

be " n, ,,:r, -,w:,." [ 10] 
Tbe fact tnat our takkana.h insists 
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I .n 1 ,7·~1:, ·iileet~ng i.n $lµ 'tzJ.c,. t:li.e Va .'ad HaMedina 

,ame:ntt~'.d ·th.e•, 'ha laka . 'by_ i,nt r_~duc·fn ... . a fo.t. mu•·l ".'· for o Q th,e n.umb-er of 

:.illfllibe'-r& on a local co~ne,H; ~.h.o ~•Y b.e " ' Kn",l~'T 1,11 ·;,; '10!>.u 

Jl,h·e..te. the,i-e wer.e eleven "~'·J·i.1, •:i.11r1, 11 teu must be 11 ,~:,. ii 

,Where., ·ther,e .w.e:i .e thirteen: "· C!"•li1 .. Ut' ele,ve·n m·u·st be ·i•a,..,w:,," 

.a'Q.d wh.e re there w-.e;re, six teen, thi.rteen ,0£ them must be 

'' ·111::> •" I :n no ca.ae c an the head ,of ·the local coinic.il be 

,,, ''>i .Q! •. " Thia am.endment to the e.arU.er t.a klcanah, wa s a 

.co,nc,s,s i~·n tQ the -{telii l lot.. A,j), a .d'd i tion.~l provision. of this 

t ·akkana~ ,said th·at a ·keliil_lah ·in-a)• a .c t, throµgh l'ocal 

le,gifla•tia,n., anJy to• redu·ce t -he num•l>t~ o,f "disqualified'" 

il Ho· ~e.·ver, if a kehillah takes no me•mber$ ··o( its ,c9unc, · • " 

a:e.tt on,, the ,Takkanab HaMed ina is the governing la~. I n 

tltis ni,.sta;nce,, tJie- va•a~ HaMedina clear l y exh.l·bi t ed its 

i dwell knQwn balaka even 
••bi 1 i t y to ~ h:a n g e a ,n ex i s t •D g an 

h·ave a ~ore conservative bias than the 
~ho~gh ft appea~ed to 

loeal counc ils 0 (11] 

f c h principal c ommunity , as 
In the councils o ea 
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~eil aa th• ie~il~6 t, th~ leadership of the council rotated 

a~ong the manhltim, Th ila of fie er was lcn~wn as ,th.e 

•t..i·nit bl"1!>-•" 11 l The 1>arnas acted, as the head of the bet din of 

the community,[12] Thii1 .functid:n f ,s not to be confused with 

the "Ptes.ident of the Cot1rt11 
( 1,,, n,;i !lK), a rabbi hired by 

the community wh1nte rol~ was that of 11 dlatinguished person." 

Duri:ng his month of l!lfervice, the parnas was the titular bead 

of the community. To_gether with the >c.v ~et Din, the Par•nas 

HaHodesh app9inted tax co,l .lectors•, [13) 

impor .tance of tax co!le·cll,ion on behal.f of the. &ovetnlllent as 

the justific~tion of thl e~tstence of the va'adot is evident 

iil the requirement tbat the Parn:as HaHode.sh had to be well 

versed in. tl,.e ta.x la~s of the Gr.and Du~hy. [14) 

The Parna s ffaijodesh ,was also the s'ylllbo lie h·ead of 

t.he communit.Y for s 'trictly intern&'l matters. In an unusual: 

exa111pl~ of coll.ective r-espons_ibilit-y, a parnas could be 

placed in~ c,~u lf bis com~unity 

the: ,sumptuary l:aw,s (D'1l:::I, "l1p.n) 

did not properly enforce 

of the Va'ad SaHedina. 

i was no~ made against the 
Jiowever, th·e jud'gm.etit of ostTac sm 

individual but •&ainst th e office. 
Thu~, when the title of 

cin went- -along with 
Parnas HaHodesb rotated each month, the 

it.[151 

The 
l Ouncils was democratic, 

f the loca c selection °· 
and to hold o~fice 

i e lections 
to participate n 

but the right hY a common feature of 
pemocEatic oligarc ' 

was not u~iversal. 
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European governments in this tim-
& perio(, is reflec~ed in the 

No.ble' s Co.mmonwealth the .... , "urre11.t i 
~ ~ n Poland and Lithuania. 

The Jews, having no noblity, other than scholars, instituted 

a financial riqutrement tor paTti9ipation in the governance 

of the community. A late takkanah illu·stratea the nature of 

tl\at limJt;a.tion, "The vote ,was limited to. those vh.o 

contributed at least fifteen grusn (1/2 zlo ty) to the 

slightly lower minimum of ten grush per week. The officers 

wl:io we-re responsf.ble for -the ·eoli~c•tion of: tzedakah and, more 

significantly, the manhigim, had to contribute at least one 

full zloty each w~ek,[16] 

In addition to the local council ( 

th e electors chose f~te peo~le to collect the or C•lolZ>), 

"basic tax" ( D1::>D) for tJlte gove-rnment,(17] The ltehi llah, 

through the il Was ·required to ·sele-ct ano,ther five counc , · · 

shatnez, violations peo_ple to supervise weigh·ts and ~easur.es, 

11 t .._ prohl.'bitions." Th·e ~election of of Snabbat, and "a O ue lr 

a panel which develo~ed the rolls 
the~e officers,•~ well•~ 

ir*d the pa~ticipation of tbe for the hearth tax, t>equ · 

" 1'1 t.'- e Av Bet Din . (18) 
n name n 11 disting.uis.hed perso' 

The pos-1 tion of. 
11 the other Av Bet Din as we as 

b the kehillot. The rabbis 
tabbtnieal offtoeJ ,ere filled y 

Takkan o t regulated the 
f the com111unity. were employees o 

bbinical offi c ials and n the t'& 
co~traotual relationship betwee 



tbeir .communiti.e 8 • 
For example, an av bet din h~d to be 

n~t~fied, •t least $ix months ·tn 
advance of expiration, if 

his a,poi~tm~nt was ~ot td b~ d renewe • The rabbi was 

prote.t ted in that a failu.re to act on the part of the 

kehillah meant autolliatic renewal under the s _ame terms of 

employment. 

respon.sible., for the ~abbi' s income in t•he event th at the 

kehillah failed to meet its obligation.[19) Both o·f these 

provi~ions are instances where th~ Va'ad HaMedina sought a 

considerable amount of authority over the lo cal community. 

Late takkanot indic\a.t:l:ng ser·tous .p-roblems in ~he: rabblnate 

and th.e control of rabbinical office will be discussed in a 

subsequent chapter. Of importance to this discussion ls a 

slgnif_lcati.'t break with normative halak·a which took place in 

1631. ov.er the :issue of, the co·mmunal select ion o.f the Av Bet 

Din. -
Takkanah numbet 171, enacted by the Va'ad of 1628, 

f tic renewal f the the Tikkan~h which provided ~r automa 

Of Office i f the_ kehillah did not act, also 
rabbi's te,rm 

if the "kahal" (i , e ■, the counc 
states that 

il) is undecided, 

Din is retained or released 
the "kahal" votes and the Av Bet 

by majority rul~. 
. ~ goes on to say t ha t the The takk:a:na,, 

Jllay P
arltcipate in this vote ■ 

rabbi's relatives 
Wou ld be to say that 

hi provision 
Rriori respon se tot 8 

would be disqualified from 
members of the council 

f their in t erest in a 
. hi decision because o 

participa tion int 8 
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·••·B.e t DJ,.,n:." ·, 

the r :abbi ' ·tr 

we• c-an re tat : th · · · .:. · e · e . •i ·ssl:le Of. t ·h:e. paTt':i c ipatio.n 

re la·t ·ive's, to th-e, p·ar·t··.1-c·ip·"ti .. . , f j ' d .. . . 
· , ' a · on. 0 U ges .:1:n, 

of. 

Tl)e :n,o,:i::-matlve .lt·a,l:aka. u,,nders ·too·d that the 

J µdge,s in ·Ul'Y give.~ ~ommun.i~y we,;e ·technic-·ai:.iy, 4isq',laLified 

from ;j.u:d-gm,.ent \in, mat\ers (ff pubU:e .. p,ro;per.t'y or t ·ax.~s b'-e e ause, 

.as me.inbe•rs· of ~he e-om~unlty, th,e·y )la!v·e- an fnte:rest :.in thl! 

c.a,s:e {' ·'1.tl"rj , ·1 '11) . Howeve -r ., a , comm'.un.-ict,y c.ai;i agree to allow 

judges o,f: tl;te c9mmJLQi try t :o. r ·uJ., o.n e,se,s; w1t~'t '~ the~e .f.s a 

communal 'in_ter,e,s ~--i'2.0] ,The Shuihan Aruch and th_e Ma'{>4 t ,a~e 

.s .pee:-il,,i·c· n0·~i·c•e, of t ,his· pr.a~t-ice •nd ·find ' i ,t acce:ptable ·.(21) 

~i ·th reg;a~d' to ·ta,xa·t _iott; Ra~_h.i>• f ·ound that a,ll mem·bers of the 

•~ omiµ_un:f, t;y we'z-,e el'i,g •i .l>l·e ~o '-'par·tlc !pate in communal d.eci s ,10.n. 

91a_;ltl.ng even 't .ll;o·Qgh, d1~y have b eeil · _p·e'rs.onal.ly i'nvo l ved· in the 

Lt t:s clear ·that .n,ei ther dayya:nim•, 

pJ;fiters· ,of Uie ~,ehiilah, nor t.h e me,m-b'ers of the community 

h · d··"·s .. n. ual .ifi ed from p·arti•cipati_n·g in commun.al -t .em1s ,el v.e,,s w,.ere ;i; 11 

. 0 f per s O n·a l inter es t , or f a.m-i l i al 
decfst0as ~1ther because 

win takkanah supporting the ban 
t-elat,ions;hip. Ju,s ·t a·s we sa ~ --'----

~ » the _V_a'ad Ha Medina ia 
,II " 1"1"" ,10!!J, o·.a manh·igim .who .we.:re •• 1 

agai~ r,stating the 
~ against ~hat we must norm~tJve bala~a 

for change from the kebillot. 
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·In cont· t . · · . . ra.a, t;o the ca·se of th.. . 
• e manlH .gim , in t h is 

th~ re.spouse of th ·v , ·· , . . 
·· · e •& ·a.d Hafi,ed i .na was b o th f ,_aste r and 

In t'b.e :·t aklt.an.o-,t . '?f 16'31, ·we: f .ind t h:a t ·t.h.e 
more e>_o,m,p l .e.t .e,. 

I~ .ad.d.·Ltlon t -o the·:se o.ffic icers of the commun i t ·i~s,, 

Ure ho1;10-ra-ry tit.le.a .of " ·-,~n " and 11
• ·1~ ·•,,zi" we-r e bes t owe-d o•~ 

memt,tr,s: of' t;h,e c·t>lli.muni t y. :,t-o r •~~eive i:b.e t;l't:le of •" ,., 1 -, ,z,'' 

'.~•• r .e.,qidred t:-o have a't least tw,o years .. of con:tfiioo's., study 

foll o. wiD''g his ma•l"ri:age. · "l'h,e head of the Bet· Di n, wi t h the 

a·g t eement o\f . two . .. c.om-mu·nal of:fice :h ; , ,<fo-ul.d bes t ow t h.e i; i tles 

to the "u_prlg·htn 't-n ·the :co1Jlril•Un·it.y . 'The 11
' ;ii•·• bad to 

· i o f t his" n~ •o~"[24] p.e .r.:s-ona lly o.f .f1 c f:a ·le i'n .the ~r·ant ng 

T'he majority of t'lie t ;x- ustees of. .. a .communi~y• ( IP IU>IJ) had to 

b.e ~u_eh of f'ici'a,.lly desfgna ·t e d " up r ight" membe-rs of th e 

·co-m,munt ty. [ 25J . . 

0 
nt lined the s true ture of the Je,wisb 

We have n ow ,.. 

a n d exami.ned th•e process by which the 
g o v~rnment of Lithuania 

d Through several specific 
c om.munal officials were selec te • 

h a•adot shared authority 
l We have seen that t e ~V.;;_.c;_­e'-Calilp es 
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be tween the "na:tf:'on-a l'" -and local levels, and, t ,ha t noi-nia-tive 

halata wasJ ip •~veral cases, adjusted to fit the nee4s oi 

com11hini'tles. In the (lUal_if~c•tions o·f the manhigim and the 

selections of the Av ,se.t Din, we have seen two i .nst:ances 

wh~re the legi-~lation o:f tn·e Va' ad HaMedina ran counter to 

halakic 1>r,ctice! In both cases ,th.ere was evid'e_n_ce which 

~uggested that pre$stlri for change ~riglnatiug in tbe 

ke.hillot vas building for some perf'od of time. In the 

following c~apter ~e will look in~o several is~ues where the 

fa'ad Aa~edina exttnded the scope of takkanot hakahal in 

attempting. t .o deal wi-th circumstanc es pec uliar to Jewish life. 

in Lithuania. 
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'ChaJ>t'er Fi~e 

,Tl(E ltA,BltIN~TEi Jl~·.DE~ TlfE- VA.':A.D' :H.AM:EDINA 

se~·v:ed tl'.I~ Li·tbuaxd.an com.mu~J. ties as 

v:a •·ad i11n.d the 'k~h.i'llot. ·They wer·e j u.dges , 

supe,rvi ~ed. f '.i tu,aJ o.b.servance an·. ·d · · · . . . .. , ... were res ,po·ns,:f!b1~ for 

~d_µc·a ;ton .'fl J .. As offic.ers- of ,the co··m"'u· n·1.; .. y , th· 
a • • • • • .. . ,.. "': , • e,s e r.a.bl>is 

w.ere re .. q.~'·r •ed t. o e···nf''o .. a ·th l.. 1· 1 .., . . " e e ,e g .. s a t i ,o,r:i o f th e 

V'a' ad H.'aM .. ed:_' 4 na· . ·11 · · 
I'- • :oweve:r ·.; tb~Y w;er·~ bi.te.d a.nd paid by the 

k~hi.liot, A pcfr·t ,ion·. of· fhe r.ab'b,i ' ·s income came fro:IQ fees 

paid f .01r '$:~r.vi'ces ·(e.:g.-, w·edding_~)· [.2'] 

Be.c,fu•se. 'Qf 'tll'e supe-rv:lsory. ro-1 e of •the rab•bina te, 

t .h~ Va,ia,.d H.aM.ed·i.na. had a:n- ii'nt.ere:st- in controlliing and 

p;'o,t .e.c tin.~:. th.e . t :abbhii ca--1 o fficl:als ·. T.hh i risu:red 

en.£ o,rceme-n•t o.f the tak-kan,o ti.. lle c4n examJ:n:e bol:h the· 

po.sl tion of the . . rabbis .a.rid tb.e te;Jat.1ons·h1p be t•we·~n the Va' ad 

.Ha!ied.ina an~ ·tlie keh·i l lot: throug:h the l~-gi s-h tion which 

re.g,ula t-ed the re la tiol.l'sh.lp ,l>e tw~en the · rab b is and their 

:'ftlE EARLY YEARS O·F TB~ VA ' AD· 

t h e Ya'ad did not concern In the ea.r l y years, 

and removal of rabbinica l 
t .t .self w'ith the a,pp o intmen t 

The Lithuanians were content ~1 th conditions as 

Prior t ·o the gepaTation from the Poli sh 
they stood 

c om01 u11i t ies.{3 ] 
i n ritual was already 

The r ·abbd.' s role 
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The ~ e·d .i n·a t>oo k a •~:h.~,n d s ,.a. off" at: td. tu ~-e • Au 

av b:e,:t &in 1w:;b,_o· ~as ·hl red fol<- ·a $>,1),et:i.ifc' ,Pe•r!oa. -of ~ime c·culd·., 

.at the en,d G.•f hJ.;~r te,rm,s b:.e di.s.mt-·ss~d t~·t'l)out n.otlce o:-r ,eaps~. 

The ke·hill .ah had. tQ acti to r .e_ne~ the_ te1:·111 of offi,ce or the 

re-sp9ns'.i.bl.:e for th,e en·fo:r •c•~m:e.·1t't of t 'he laws :of the', }i.e•di.~;fl 

i~i_is t',O' ro:ent.io-q aJ>.y ,::.41>,biid: <;.4,l .of'fice. this o-versig.ht was. 

co _r rec t ·e.d' ~ t t-l! e: n :e.x t III ee•t jll\g 6 f :t :b .e· Va,'' ad • [ 6 l 

T.HE t:A,'.1·.A;,Ji) MOV·ES T~:WA~D GR'EATE'R: C'ON.tROl. 

'Th:e ¥a ' .ad tri.terv.·Ei"Ae·tl itl ihe ,;el_ath,ns.})ip bettit~en 

't~e· ·k_eh:ill.Q·t , a"JJ.d their J;ab:b;ts 1f1thfn ~h.e firs~ :f:i_v,e years af 

1 t .hi 'in:g Tliei:r • effect. w11s tQ 1:14 t ure,. and did nc:i' t rf!.,S tr C : , - .r · • 

•ff ord :1 u c.: onib~n/ta a · sma f.1 d,egre:e· o_f ' pro te.ct-1·,u1,•. 

it·s A:i, Bet Din. ,at tbe en,d n:f his a e;ommun:1 t'f eou ld dil;:smi s-s 

l. ts. k .. i. ng .n;o: a c t ,!' on • term_, b;y ship Y . 
16·2° t,..,i s r .u le fla:-s In e, n 

cha~g.ed 'S'O t~at 
- i notiee of 

f °''he .k e. l)i 11 ah_ to · g ~v. e -a f_a ·ilure o, ' .. 

'J;he •same ~ee Ung of the 
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V·i.'ad g·aw·e the Av, 8- ·t . · , ~ ~ D.1:n 

aga.fnst c~·wrt action. (a.J 
a mod e,;t d eoree ,o:&, 

O Ao p·r~ tee t.i on 

th e i r 'ke.h i l io t •i .JJ 

re~entio~ ~•~ o-ee a i g,a . n m,en_ti.o,tted in a takkana.)t. Tbe 
.• t . I 

V·a _ad cs i .nten,t;i.on., t .o e-:nfo:t~e th~ le·gi~lat'io'li of 16:2·8, wa_s 

~.penl;y S:ta:t.ed t ('9•} Wi•tnin ia ;f'~u k. k - .. y.ea l.l.S 't ta, ·. a:n.a,,t a,p_pe:a re.d: 

which p~obt:bJtuJ an.y .chang.1es. in the, condit.1,.on11 gf- emp,loyillle·nt.. 

du.ring • .I!.!. ' :s, t•~f .1n; o.£ .o-f'f :ice. I 1 o J 

By l691.,. the 1 Va t \ld took a new· t:u"t'n and. 'began. 

1 e·g i s •La ttn:g, ,;~s tric ti o:ns ·o,1i tabb l '!ii. ca'l e.1111,> .lo;y-men t. One who 

w.as t:-o- b•e• hite4 ~s ·a~ a·;v; b'H;t din ~nd did .not bavf! a 

t k d t ... e ·,;,I t· r rf .,; t e· 1· :f, g·i.b i l_ 1 t .Y t a 1 S·•O s fa'·t1ra 
· a · k:anah, ,which, utove. o .. g '"'" 

t .ha ,t · a .nyone who o··bt~dned· 'hls p~s-itio:n 't,hro.ugh, btfbe't.y o.:r a 

11 · "f ,,mall_ a ,m0_111ut _,'.l'I , :ould n.ot be, perm-i:tte.d to• oa.n,, o · ,eveu, ·a 

·take off'i-ce .• [ 131 
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THE LATER YEARS OF THE VArAD 

Later tetislation added t-o the r .estrietions agaiu.st 
·" 

newcomers and the _protection o ,f inc-.um,bents. The _ta\i;kan.ot of 

17 2 0 re.quired. that no!!.!. could be employed if he bad not 

He coula not be brough~ into 

the comm•uni ty while the previous .!.!.Y was still th~re .. If a 

_!.!Y or av bet din wa4 •1 driye1+" from office, the commu'llity 

cou1d -no t replace him ('not ev·~u tor·i'th a "1•_1z, ") until the. 

ter11L of the foTme t r'&bbi .b .ad e;x.pired, A rabbi hired to 

replace. someone else befor•e t ·he expiration of his 

prede c essor's term of offi ,ce ~ould n .ot travel -t .o th• to.WU 

until there b·ad been a meeting of the Va'ad HaMed;ina; this 

could mean a delay of up ~o three years. The same 

restriction applied to rab 'bi·s hire·d by 'k.eh.fllot where the're 

never had been a !,!Y•[14J 

An av bet din bad to abide by all t4e terms of bis 

Ho·wev,er, kehi llot no longer bad the unilateral 
employment . 

right to ch•nge. any of the provisions of a rabbinical · 

i d a provision to this 
contract ev~n if the cont~act cont• ne 

- ' 
the l o ca 1 au tonom·y grau ted in 

effect.(15] In contrast Ito 
d that ou~y thirty three 

~1-ecting man·h!gim; the ~~ .de.cr-ee 

Deed ed to lega l ly bire a 
people were 

" :ii"' o, l ut' or 

1 
e to impose control over the 

In an additiona mov . 
· anded to .1nc l ude 

legislation wa~ ex~ 
rabbinate~ •nti-bribery 
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' I 

offlc·e. 
'l'hi,s t .a~kanah as•s~m-es· tAat t 'he-re wa:s a .~a,nger 

9
t t ,h•e 

rabb.i in q,u'~rstiQ•n t •tyin~ to :brib,-e · •th,e i;,()urt,, and 'legislate·s 

Flnatly,, in. 17~1, th·e Va'a,d attempted to :te.s ,:t'.9..~:e. '­

le·vel of r-ab·bfn'ic, a,1,i,thor·tty wh,ieh "is ,unkno,wn t.o ;p,revious 

m~~·e ,,.i tbou't th;e. ap,pt1';oVa.l ~f th,E! 4v Bet Din, and any 

appoint.m·.e..nts th,- t wtr··e ·ma .d.e w•)i:i:le t~e' t",'-1bbi was a:w.ay :,,r~re, 

'VO i''d, • '( 1,8} lJJ a:ny d',ispute b'e:tw·,ee~ tn~ 'A::v, Bet D:i:n and th,e 

,A;lf~LYSI.:S: OF THE: CHANG.£ 
C: 

. . 

i:: .0,n,c.er·n about. eo.n.t,rc4fin-g tthe rabb,f.na'te ,in th·e early ye,ars •'o.f 

the i,,ftliuaa·:tatt, C(!)tl.nciil. \l'ilt:n th~ t,~e~p,tf.o,n of' .l ,&W'S 

d tt b· nt~e'' rab:l>'is, t ·he, ¥a'ad di.cl uot p.reventln·g ,brl'berx aii . a s,e · • 

. "i be. 'breen the. .raii'· and his 
cinte~ven,e in th.e r.ela tion•s •!l P 

t: 0 th,e 'ha.i:aka, and the· takkanot. 
assumed to b~ 1Qy~l · 
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Wi~bin a few yeara, tbia assumption was questioned. 

Specific legi:sla·ti•on ·was 1required to insure tlie_ enforcement 

of the Lt thuanian ta.kkano t;. hak'.aha 1: thro ugh the rabbis who 

served the kehillot. As time pa~sed, the Hed1na s Dught to 

r-estric.t rabbinical office tQ t;ho.se who had bee,:,. trained in 

I.itbuania by creating barriers to tlle hiring of out-sidu·.s. 

S t ·mu l taneous ly, the con tr.actual relationships be tween r -abb is 

aud ·their c.ommunlties. came undtr increal!ingly greater central 

control. The Me.din-a be-came t 'he · 11 protector" of inculllbents 

through legislation -which prevented kehi l lot from a,bruptly 

repl~cing their rabbis. 

In the later years, the Va'ad HaMedina centralized 

control of the -rabbinate. 

f ndica te tha,t the- 1 e~is la tors. op the "na ti"c:>11a.l"' level c·Qu ,1,d 

n ,o longer depend o.n ~opul.-r support in th_e· kehillot. 
By 

pro tee ting incumbent :rabbis, the 

to centralized policy 48 opposed 

commpni ty. 

va'ad insu:red their loyality 

to the will of the local 

g towing rtft between the 
The r~cord ittdJcat•s a 

PrQximity of both tine 
•nd. the central authorities~ 

kehillot .. 
of a connection between the 

_..nd place raise·• · the poss·i bill ty 

Va'ad and the appearance of 
centralization of control by 

th8 

anti-establi~hment movem•nt. 
H idi as an organized 

as . sm 'hi . question• is 
f this thesis, t ~ · 

d. the scope io 
~lthougb beyon 
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~orthy of th~Tough invest~ gatlbn . 



Cha:p t-er $11.x 

CQ~.Dl'TlONS· .AND HAt·• ... -. AKlC CH:ANG& 

t1 th..uania .• 

EDU C ~l\ t C>lf: 

It ! S 'ASS til!le:d 

that t •b· e·. J ' ·e;.w·a ·gla·.dl.Y, s·u;p-p:o.1ted .s ·c·bo:ols whJ. ¢.h 'p_ro:du,.c...ea 

,s. t ·ude.nt;,s. and s-chola.:rs w--elr ve·rs.e-d. i,n, .r~wi.sl't la,w and. 

tr ad 1.t,.f on.. ?.h.e; e·v!Iie ~.c -e s,utges ts t .h-a t this ~f-f o"r,t was .n,o t • 

bow e¥e r ., :w fl:hou:t 1 u . ·pr .ob.le.ms. 

·Sev-er&l .•tJ.kkau1ot• .we _x"e en·ae'ted to• enco,u·'I'age T'almu,d 

To·ra,h. Amo.ng .them were· ad11D,Of\.! t ·ions .doirec t -ird to the l,e4de,rs, 

of the kehll..lot an4 the 191;·~1 r~bblst r.e_q,u.U;in•g :them t-o 

ac. t :i:-vel_y: s ·ee k s;upp ~rt f c;r the B'e.t MJ. d:r'a s'b-, a . Y~-sb·i va. an,d: the 

st·udent··s.(1] The., Va '''ad wu1, also co.ncJfr,n~·d with th.e- ~-u~ber of 

s tu_-de·nt-s )eing edu:ca ted, ahd' e.n•.¢ov.ra;ge:d t 'be ·ioca,l r ·al>l>is to 

a.eek stude11•ts ·fro.m , -lthin ,~.h-eir: own t •own, 
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th·e ;;ro:u.ligs te·~·s· per ~odi t; al il.jl s ,o 

.b,e Ct•n ptoperl;y ~u.p,er,vi.•s-e th.e'-ir e:duc,at:i .o·n. . F,:om c;ine :J~c .b• 

regql,a ,t'f1ol1 w:e learn that ,11 ,'te.: i · . _., f . . , · v ew o. t ·he. 'Tarah ,u1s·· rmo •s•:t 

,t111portant, ho·w.ever.,.:tts·sh_i ,ne:.ed not ,b~e 1· d c•· 1 r ev, .~we· • , 2 

S:HA.B .. B:AT OBSE'.RVA.NCE 

the 

that 

It is •of'\:.,en as-s .u.m,ed C()ffl,IJlUlla 1 p;r,e.,s·strre prev"ented 

wi,de-:S ~ tead, ·vloh.tton of the. ,most· ·oas.fc Sh1i'bbat prohi,bit,;1, on:s •. 

the Pirika• indltat e& that local con4itiods ~ould ha~e the 

o.,pp.oslt•e ·e ,ffe•ct ,, ev.en iu sev,enteent.b.-ce .. 11. t u•t,y 1,~tern .~u'r'~·pe. 

T'he Va 'a.d w,a,s co.ttcer·ned w'ii:h S•habb,4,r; obl E!•rvfl,nc,.e i~ place~ 

wheire., Sa .turday was a regu•lat. ~ra·r -%-et d,ay··. ·Tb,e· l ~c~l Be-'t Din 

·-r.r ,an,~gr~.sso:r,s .. wet'e to .be Jf·Pblicly d~_nounee·ch Je.11s who 

e·~g~ged t n a _gr.f cil l t ti're w·e'JH!' .t ,o ~-ecelve w.d. t i:e,n tn,s.tr'liCc t.f 'otit 

fi:-om th.e -J:.v. B,et Din·. l'.he-,se, :tnstruetio.us we t i! t .Q .include 

noti ~ e: Qf t.&e 11'100 zloty fi;n;e' a :ncl oth~J: pun.ts.b;ments·" fof: 

ss:.loc5n~keepe1;s, were given th'e 

o,p ,po·1:1,tiinit;y to "transfer 11 their prope-·rtY .to non-Jews for 

S
. · i 'bus·. ines ·s ·.--e~·ui •r •ed. t .ha·t they b.e. op"e.•ned :o.n 

. hal>ba.t if the r • 

$a t :u·i::day. [ 4 l 

j 
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'!'he needs of 
&e~tile em~loyers were 

£ Je h also • nroble111. ~ ~ v o worked for• ' 

per week-" was 
lf.o :r k-day S. so th t h. 

a e d~d not lfork on Shabbat. If th · ·e J ,e'"-•, ... 8 .. 
. .. .. ~- ia a e rv ant b 

w o vas on his employer's 
pro~erty at all times he 

' was to cons,n 1 t the 
as we have a ecen b " 

e,..,o.re, r•e.ceive a ,&pecial., 
Av B.e t Di,n. and, 

ins t ·ructing h~III 
on Shabbat observance .(SJ 

INTERACTION WIT~ NON-JEWS 

Violations of Sbabb .. at we.,. .. 
•~ not the ~nly problem 

caused by inte.ractfon ·with non-Jews. 

Lithuania wer id d 
e cons ere as one by the host society, tro~ble 

taused ~y one Jew could place the ent-~r·e 
:ic community in 

je0cpardy. The Va'ad repeatedly acted to co-ntrol and limit 

'both social and co111merci:a :l interaeUon. 

We find the •expo.c ted ad.monition$ agai,n.st Jew.s 

taking cases to fhe "s.ecuJ'. ar" c.ourts. This wa·s extended to 

say tbat a Jew was prohfbtted fro~ going to a non-Jewish 

court or acce,ting • Joh from a gentile dnless the manhigim 

of h:ls community g-ranted ltiim pe .. r..mi.ssion to do $0 .• The Va'ad 

ad~oni~hed the leaders of the kehJllot to e~erclse extre~e 

c·autfot;1 and closely super.vise. ,these. matters.{6} A prior 

takkau.h attempted to prev·ent this question from ariain,g by 

limi'tin:g commercial tr,aneactions between Jews and non-Jews in 

other jurJsdictions.{7] 
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Bec;a~~e. o.f the n,a ,t ·ute. •of tlL, . ·Li ' ... h·' . · · ne. :. ,.. uania,n, ·e,cono111:y ~ 
the J'•e. ~•.. f. d •,Q · o .u.n 'tb·• ,t t .bey 

coul}.d p•r .bfi..t 1>y borri:>w.in~ money fro·m 

«-o . .le of 

':the money ,ias 

inves,t.ei:l o,r Ie.11~. o•ut a,~·a,i,ii1 at hi h. 
o .· · g. er it1.te1:e$'t. Thl'.s tr:ae.tfce 

was fra U&h,t · yi't,_l.l ·dan'Ce:'"s.·· ... ! ........ d '"h'. ··v· I d d' o ., .,.,,. ... e ·.a .a·• mo-r-e •t .o P+~J:.ect the 

Jew I s·oh c ommun.f..ty ,by .. r •e.· .s ,t.r:.r ctin..,._. i ·nJl;ivt ... dua 1 
·(Ii u ;1: a ·c :tivi~f .i;n t~i:s , 

become, imjebt,ed .t9 a uo'li,.,Je.w :Witho:ut prior approval i>.f the 

be•~_o.me r ·e,~p~n·st'. .. ble. ·fdr h,li~ l •oan, w·as" expell:ed fro.m th·~ 

00.m.m1,rni ,ty and fos•t ills rlJth·t of :a,,ttle.m.ent. .Fu1:t·•herino-re, ff. 

~e was Jailed fo•'l' 11011,-pay.rne.nt;,. t_h~ Je,w41~h e-oaimuni.-tY, WQU.l4. not 

giy,~ •''~•eve·n one . Pl".uta"' t~ Rai'J.l his relea~e:;.-l9] 

in. 0 c·••·1-1 • ·n.111 11_a:-s: .cHs°'race·d A Jew, f o u,nd: ,:h;.i tL.lc ing "' 

i!UJ.d g·u·blie.ally d,.euou"'nct·d.(l;O] W,o-meu we:ll'e not pe~mit-t .ed to <lo 

"' h · un.less ac•c,om.pauied by both 
bus.i.ne0S 'S in nou-J.e,,"ia~• OU, ses 

(>>J" ·• t ,r.u,s t-wor:fhy ma~ri·~.d lll'an 
tb, ~:i ·r h u sl>-a g. tl·s a ii d· a s-e.r varo. t' 

a'.n.d a a e r -vr:a,n t • 



,the se-rvan t was to· ·be sui t , and her husband or the 11Larried' 

man was· t o st•.., 1rith b•e-p . Vi 1 
J .. o atc;,ra of this t ·akkanah w:ere 

judged •• 

J\ ., , , j1 ., n , , J • II [ _1 :l ) Late takkanot bauning women 

pe~dlers restated this proh{bition claiming that this 

practice caused vio:latio.11.a. of "marr,i(lges, Shabba .t and the 

Roly Day.a ... Women v:iC:>latJlng this ban could not do business, 

get married, b~ ha~e thei r jons circumcised. their husbands 

c o uld take their pro per t y II and could c all upon the bet din 

and ot~ers to help the~ do so. A husband who did not 

prevent hi~ wife fro111 doi ~1g. bn.siness in non-Jewish house,s 

c .ould be: pu~ished fo·r h·e>t tr·aas·gire·lisi•on;s. [12] 

KO SHER SLAUGHTER 

Shohtim' wer·e s ·haply not ti;usted. Ea ch 'Iiad tb 

frolll a n av bet dln or ~ell know~ rabb i 
re c eive a c ertificat~ 

( 
Vere Placed under the slaughterers 

Of t he head$ of the oom~unity and had t o 
d.1 rec-t s·u.pervis on 

answer the summons of auy c.ommunal of fl c ial at once. 

ht Shohtim be test~d 
Originally tlie \fa 'ad required t a 

afte~ a few years, this s~pervlsi~n vas 
annually; however, 

- d pear for instructi9n once 
1n~%ea&e4, and the shohet ha to ap 

d n marriage is c learly 
The premiti~ that ~as pJace o 
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Thi! _pt.o s,pe:c:t of .• .. marriage b~·,l-1'.ig 

t .6· be,r .d,owry. [ 14 J, 

We, have .-l:re,'°d.t $e;~n t,h·at eHgJJ:d.li~y fo·r. co.111Ell.1f~'al 

or r:abb'Inic off'i .c,e W·~li- b,,.-ued, in: pu:t., . o.n the numbe.r •of yea·irs 

t-ha. t- a ·m:an w,a,s .mar-r.ie-d. ie,a,cb.et·s ( 1;i,~z;'n>) w·e·~.e e~pected to· 

be marrie,d. If the.y move<J .t'.rom :th•'e,:i.:r l,lo•:meitowtr to• .a.ocept 

elil.pley:m:ent and ,w·e-re, not a,~c(?·mp.an•ie:d oy \ihe·;l:t wiv·t}~, ti_hE},y &ad 

to obtain .a ce·rt1.fto,a ·t ·e• .f:J:om t~e> ,Av B·e.J;; Din Qf th.eir home 

co'lltmu·ni ty ., T•hls. certffic-nt:e b"a-d t .o atte,st to 'the fac·:t , tb.a·t 

'the- -tea c·he;i h,ad ieft t6'~n vi.th ·lit.s wff.e' s knowle.dge. ana 

,permiscaion.. t ,f tff'e cfocu.mont li'lH , 11,ot J>i'od:uced :wl ,thiJ>i .Jix 

mo.11 tb a,. t'he· tea chei' was f cir.ce·d to re. t <ur:n to h-ts •h.o.,me. 

co mmu~i ty. [ 15 J 

tt:arriages could not ·,take phc:e witlio·u·t p.a~~n,~al 

. h' . b:•r i· d e,..,._. oo,'°- was un,a e-r ed:g h.te-en • COIJ.S eµ t :w•he,n t e -. 

d. •~m-i-tz-v-ah" f-or t-ne 
d·~,d ·ta•.,,e· . e•lac:e, =it waa con.s.!de:re, . a Wedd it1;,g .1. "-

·1 wi_:t ·nou•t need of a get.(16·1 court to, annul th~ :111,a .. ti- age 

. . , . ·f ,r ,. ,.. 1 "f P JT-J p.D ii'' ls irft ere st i--Qg in 
'!'he q-u e~tcJq n Q· · :1 · v · · 

.. . i ·u·tho ·rit .. y to void alar.r:f:age ,s ·on 
that; ~he• Ya' ai:1 b•sed :i..ts a . 

di t 'e-d the expe-cted :A..&hkenazl 
~•rlie _ _r h·alaka ·, and contra• . c .. 

6.2 



~ra,ctte~. Alt:hough the TaJ.lliud ,rec-ogq.ize·s· rab.·btnicaJ 

auf}ljor!ty in b_(>th cre•ti.ng •A.n.d d!s_sol,vJ~-i .ma•rri.a_ge.s,, I.at:e,;r· 

.h•alaka ·re·qui.re-,d a g,~t to, 11 £1:-ee" t'he lfOlll&n: ey·e·n w.hea only t .he 

b~sic ~~•q_ui.re.>,Jlients of ltidd'u·sht.n~, Le.,. e'!(cluangE! 9f pr·o·pe:i'.ty. 

be,for~ ,rl tn~Ju~es ~ ·.h-ad ta:lc:~n pla..~'e. Hp·we;ve•ro-~ the r .e,qui.-tementi.. 

f.o .r a. va .. li,d ~ar·:ria.ge; wlH'. ·e1h eoql,d b~ diss:.ol'ved -o,nly b.;y. a g~\t, 

~-o.uld l,·e, legi.s-11- ·,t .e.d Ui-r:o·ugh ta~ka~ot h'akaliai.. A com'munit-y 

of k _i ,ddu ~qi:n li'i ~haut ·a. Je!. ·by impostng. requireme~ts· O'-y:~t ,an,d 

ab,ove ~hf! ba _s'·:i:,c h-alalj:!'.c- p.res:c:i:i:pt:ions· •. ·[ 17] l .nd'ee·d, •t)le 

·Va' ad ut•d ·e ,su,ch ~ e·q.1ftr·e·me·t1, ts .. FQ,t ex·al!I~ l:e, .a w.edcli.n,g, had to, 

take pi:ae·~ J .11 tJl'e ~:i;·ese•:nce of a -;min;ya'n. [18) 

l t ·of· •t_.h· is_· takka·l).ah ts that· ther-e Th.e 1gw:sua ·a:s.p,,e,c 

c_lea:r- t~ei:i:d towa~d •r~q.uirfn:g g-i.tl:in re:~ardles·s of th.e 

Isserle-s ,, the h:&!lald 'c 

iocal tui e.s ':• [.1'91 By ;iu·s·umfn·g t .h~ powe·t to Jb.u.ul marr'i:a,ge~ 

'd .• t e .. ct· t 'h e .sun p' o,:s·se,d n or,111 of 
h , . 'h 'C··o.:n tra .. 1c - cr-tp an older p't:actice " ;i;c : 

.,_ t ..... time and place• :i: · S own , . -

~- . v measur~s ag·ai11st , d •o· ok t!X_.t .1Nto-r .d,&c11ar.,. . . ?he Va a "' 
i..1 . al V an.d y(·o 1 at r O li,8! 0 f.. the 

d t 10 pr·i~v. -en t' o . ,ga " - .. 
i '-iq·"g· ra"' ·ts :i_n. •·or e-r 

... 1. ~ " .. 1d 11_0-t be 
. £ ~strang~t cou .. 

t. • marriage. ~ · -imn•edim,ents: · o. · 
h,alaltic .r- . 'h d b ,..n, ·tnv.e,s ,d.,gated 

. II -un.t.il ·ne ' .a· e... .., ' . . t :t .e tt D '''Kl JI ma'rried :o.r eyen ;tr ·· - , 

I 

...._ 
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t ·p dete·r-111in,e ·t-n• t ·he ::ai ·ia . 
. .. . ,u . .. nn t "h-av' e ·a· 14' 

" W· . ..,e f..lsfiwhert. ·" 

pro te .. ~ ti on o £. th.e •i ill· r.n.·"' ..• 11 ·s · h · ., mall c'. ihlr'e-n com'in,g f ,rpm 

'
1
-A·shk-e11az" were hrttrv. '.i¢,wed a· · · an · · their· .,p,a-ren,tate iecorded tn 

t.b.e t.ol'ln' s p:i.nkas to .guard a-ga· "i'n 's•.·t v ·iol'a .. 'i '"'. n of _ . . .. .,, t :~e • ,f Q1it·o1 d.~:l'e n: 

'The t -akka.Q._o·t ,lifb,icli, req•u,ii,'e·d. inves·t.1:g_at:f:on pr:.:Lo·r t :o 

m·a:rriag-e ia,re a de,:par,tu . .r:e f~om t;he. uor,m-a.11:y le.ni~n.t ]:lal,~ki-c• 

t>ea,h, 2 6,8 ,. vhic:h de.al·& spe,c.f.f-'ic.al 1y1 t ·ith tb.,e p-ro bl·em of • 

wo-man wh.o:se backgr.<Hfnd is. uir~u,o·wn, ~uid ,'@heth_e·r her statement 

•t!ta t slle ts p,e,rmi·t t,ed· to m•1: .ry .a• l(.ona-in i8- to be belle"Ved: 

(i .-e • . ; she i'& 110 t to be f,:nV:e 'i;:-tJ.g•ted}'. On thi·s m·at.'~:e.r:, ·t .he 

which allaw,e~ ·com.mu~:i:d.ea h·at;ak:a es.tab-lis'h.e.d the :1;rr,es1i:111p•t ,ion 

d l., t.• is t .h('s., le.gal .atrang,er a·t ·ti,:ls. or her wot' • 

p res·umpt i o·n w-'hich th.e ~ld ,s.aw :fi.t to, -re:ve-rse.,[2.lJ 

i ·,• te$tim•ony to tb,e !Jlqbili~:y of­
'Th'is ba.14-k..ic . clj_nng-e. Q. 

in '
.,."'·f ·, .. · ·t?·me pe··dLod (e. 1628)1-tb·e j ~ws' ... u .. • 

!Ehe 

J 
I 

r 
I 
I 
f 

l 
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"C'OTrRT. P~OCEPlfRE 

T·h.e. ·ac·c~pt·e.~ h:a.,1,:~i:¢ prac·tlc'e was to. h·av,e tiie 

de.ftmd.a .nt 1:9 a eivi.l ca,•$e c.ho·os~ ;tl)'•~ ,ve:.1'.l'Aie of th.e t -rlaL (21] 

H·oweYer,. • s -ta,t,el)l'e_n..t fQu.nd i :n the <Pi-nkas· i:n-di.-~i.te·$ tlu~t; 

~laim-n.ts were b'ei~g de.nied .the "Op.pdrtun_it;y. to pres8;nt .tl)eir 

cutes b.elore' the e-ourt~. b,y t _.he pl'.a,.¢tiee of 4:e,fen,d:ani;,s mo•vi~g 

s-uli:2' frd-m on-e court •to a no tlier "unt~i l the- plahitfff 's 

prpcedural r .ul,e? and -required th.e de:f~nd:ant t.o app,e;•:ri1 i _n th''e 

e ·ou,;t of tbe pl.ji.-J;nt'if.f ·'s choosing. , ·u·~.t,ne·rmo-re., tf· t 'he 

· ·· t f :a· ir., . .,,,. .... ·c ·.•··S•. e· cou,ld be tried: ·de·f~.nd~nt ii~i, fo:und .,a ·. ·a ... ,,... ... 

immediately a~d b:Y wba te!l.ve:f co,i,,rt ha:Pl?;e,ned to .ha 1,il 

'th·e takk-a._not, of the 

'.fbt;. yast majority of 



T,tf·e \ta' a.d p rod,u·cia'.d Leg 1 s latioii whi c.h .b_ro ug•·l\.t ' t~-e 

off-ieials· ,o:£ it-s ke1d.l.'i.Q•t , l_nto , •th.•e·· 1 f -• ·· f :o_ e, o. su_p.e,rvis--ors •of t _b,e 

l,~w;s• of Nil·dda,h._ T'h:a t-ru§ .te·.e_.:it ,We"t 'e io se~ th.eet p !)o t' w.om.-en 

•~·er-~ p'·ro:viclt·d ,'with two wh.i te g~r~e_n ts ., .. p~Ql>~Jil.y 

·und·er,,$armen;ts .• so t'hat. they- .would know wh..en t'he"Y cea,s-~,ci 

men.Si t tu:a ti ngi• Tl:i.t gar!'!te-!lts were. _paid f0:1; by the. ·clH1,ri ~able 

fu;n.ds of t'h~~ ~e.-Jti'll,ah. -Th.i.s takR.:anah so ii~ht to enfor-c,e t·be 

h:al.~.~.~ o.f. "whi t ·,e d~y git ( 'ii i _:i • -~ •z, • h a ,lf~,rtod which el.a .ti He d 

-~4e:t; .. h~.r .a w·Qm-•n ¢0•.uLJ g-o ;to the 111·1.~ve_b. In. this· reg.a,.::d, t:be 

l ,e_,:d,.er.s o.f th~f'i~n •~, ·•• came 11.nder s;·.pi?~-i.al appe-rvl-s!•on -and 

'we-re to be gi:v. e!I: s .pecial ins tructio·:g 11i t:•he· l'aw-s, o·f· Nidd_a:h. 

Aga•i1,1, t .h¢ df1rt.r~.'button, 0£ ,,-,,r-l.ttlen in~tru.cH.ous '.is 

I t bee a,m e tn;v- o I y•e.d 

by· r_ .e_.qu:h:in:g. t .h.e .fns-p.ect'ion and 
in the .s.up e.-~v:·l, 1011 of .!!!!, tnez_ . 

l ocal .r_ ·abbi,nlc au:tl.tori ti e,s,. l ,2'5] 
ce·rt·iffc:atipn of, gar.me,Ii'.ts, -by· 

f-r•o,m taking iJ:l Jl ·sin,t;le m·•l:~ 
The VA• a,.d p.~o.hl D·! t~.d co_up';les 

J w·_a.s· J)t'e-se.,nt,., at .all '·tim-e.s' t ,o 
bor~ter unl.es~' sQm_e ·o.t be:t · 'e¥ 

" 'ch•ape-ron"e" the torlfe .• [ 26 ) 
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·THE SYl'fA:GOGUE 

pre·v-j!nt "t:h:e ,expTes·sion o·· "' td · · ~ ,e&•S t 

.a,_p.p ro"Ved, tn tne ~.Y.•.nagogu.~,$. 

Tbe. V1a.'ad. f'nit:i'al1,Y' lhlited t"he· ilOll!l>er·· of 

"c''i:l ~1:1., ,; J" ·'-' t h·a t could be a:d d e:4 1;:o a•• .... s-.. e .. · r .v.·i-ce.. The )),azan vas 

not pe•,rm'i t ted to a.dd. '.m(>'r·e_ tb,.a,n tll·r ·~e s·o.~glj: :t,·,e tweell t'ii~ 

Sba_h~ri t and ltiJ·sa.f &e1i:vices. On' H~i:nult~ ., Ros:J;1 Rod·esh., .or f:f 

d1 'e.re had been a _s .r :it. M,i;l..ah ·a:t; tbe synago,gue, a f;Qurt'h --s·ong, 

was -p·ei"mitt:ed •. u·n.det µo , •cit:cum,stanees 0011td ·a i,•1,~"·l 1

11
' b~ 

a•d,ded ,prior. to Kr -fa 't . .Sh.'11r.a or in 11 '11'"1.PW ·'-w ,~.,,. ""(28). A' 

late.r ta.kkanah st'1c,t;.e:$ t :lia.t no, changes ,(;;,t;b,er ~nan·u•lii."l' },, 

The s-e tlkkano,t-,. which at tempt to lt·111f.;t, ch·a nge , ,nd 

,ua tandarcU:ze" ·tb~ .1it•.urgy, a'!e anot·he,r exs;i!lpl.e · ot the 

f a\Jt .. ho:,.,;..i t ,". 1.n tb·e Jew:l-.b ~l),m.munl.ty of 
ce.ntralii~a:t:ion O•. ,.. '3·. 

· t 11 ut.horized" 
Li h :f: 

"'l:l·"".·· v"·a ·'ad,':a l~g-ish1.ti.0•11 ag)dn,s- un.a . · .. . t _'. q.aµ . ·,a ,. ·"" .._ 

. ·- id . . . that th ere ~.a:a oppo,s i't Le>.tt J.o tlf.e 
p;r.ea-che1's .is ev· ence: . . 

~ ~ca Llin ... the :restrie'tio:n,s on the 
Va'a•ct•·s ·au ·t;.bority.. " .. .o 



employment of rabbi,s, the !5pe c.ific mention of "1Pl1l"l 11
, a 

"hasfdic" liturgical innovation, agaln rai1e~ the question of 

a c o nnection betw~e:n the rise of ha s id:1:sm ~nd the actlo1is of 

the Va'ad Ha~edina. 
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CONCLUS:tO?i 

Thia at.u.dy of t:he Pinlt.as Medinat Lita has 
Pre s:e--n te,d 

evidence which allo-ws u.s to 
reach several concluaic;>n.a about 

the balakic style of th~ J 
. ewish CQmmuni t ·ies of Lithuania i.n 

th.e time period of th V I d 
. . e _! a Kehillo~ RaalUot. d'Medi·na .t L'ita 

(1623-1764). 
We have seen evidence of the Medi ' ____ n;,;;_a~ s sy a tem of 

government i ·n relation to the, gove-r-nment of the Grand Duehy 

of Lithuania, a vil!W of _halaka· as d yuamic and subject t .0 

change, the relative autbori~y of the Codes and the takkanot, 

• nd th'e ·,pos:lt-,i,on of the -rabbin-ate ~,is a vf·s ha·lalHc 

decisions. Finally, during t;~e course of th~s work -se-v-eral 

otb,er questions worthy of future study have presented 

th ems e·lv·es. 

It is n9t surptisi.ng that the syste111: 9f go.ve-rnme'Dt 

establisked ~y the Jewish community of Seventeenth a~d 

Eighteenth Century Lithuania it°as mo'deled after the patte.rus 

of -gover.n-ment then. cun:ent ip Easte'rn E1nope. As we hav-e 

seen, th..e officers of the kehillot were elected. Hcrwever, 

th~ right to vote w~s ll•ited to those who could m~ke a 

sub_stan.tial financia.1 ci;,.ntri'l>JJtion to the comm1,1nity. Thh 

ref lee ts the n·Noblea' Commonweal th 11 wherein the king was 

cho '.s-en through an e_lecti ·on, but' th,e elec·t .o-rs were all 

The b.oun.dari e •s ,o,f tbe •J(e,hil.lo t Rashio t were 

Cote ... ·minous wi t ill the regious recognized by the 
gene,.ra lly • 

J 



mbruarch:y a~:p ~'°-bility. 

s,e t lo 11 Q'if i -ng th.e . 

.Li t'buani.an ·•va • a· d, t'h·e· · · · J"ew,s f ,o l . lo-w""•e· -d the na,t -1,ol)al bo;(dets 

,Ve ha:V'e .. s eett ~v::!d~n.ce pi;ov'h1g 'ilia t·, at lets-t until 

176-3 ,,. th,e 'd .e:,ci ,s,ion makt·r.s o·i the Je,whh coilununi '.t.y ·tn 

i.tt)tu-ania ,underJtop·d t'he ,hah,Ja t.o be ,t dy.tl•!Di~ bo·4y- of la,)l . . 

P.-1,~y"i':i:sus-ly establis'he.d ~lft:kot ~e:re cha'Ilge-d t :o me,~~ th·~ ~ee;d's 

of Li t.lt~fn.i .au ,rewry•i W~ ~'a:.,w a c.ba,~g-e in t}le q.ualific••ti:o.iis 

:fo,r- eo.mm-u:na_i ·aft ice. whl~·h permftte-d t:he e.-lectiou o'f manhigi,m 

,rho were. 'di sq ual.tf.ied und;er both tne "''not>iDat-i:Cve'" hala~a a-~d 

e.a,r Li e :r I.i thuani an ta'kk:a ~o t. Th.e J> re.sump t 1~·n of ''t·ash~u tJ' 

·f o--.r- m,a:rr,i•ag~ w.a s ,:v•~ided· and -repla..ce.d wi t)i a regu'i.rement that 

' 1'strang~:t·$"' l:>.'e ii;i·ves ·t;iga•ted befo,r,e t _he·y could legally 

rig.ht of, tJi.e defe:ndant to choo$·~ the ve.ii.ue o-f t -h~ .siJft was, 

reyer-se.d, ~,:i:!,d the eho•iee of cour·t:s :gi·v:en to the pl;a-i-,nt:f 'ff. 

Of t
. _._e _h.a· lak_a. as·. e..xpressed by tb·e Codes• 

took n.ot;t ce u 

the - Cod,.ei a-s a final. au·th,or:I. ty: •. 
dl,d no,t ., bow·eve--r, see 



.a. t:·e ~o t th .... ' :. e· IHll_ll.e.," 

by lay-jud,ge·s. 

in c.on<t.ll1'$·fon '; t'h·ro·ugb ,t·~·J::,s ,st9dy sev~ra_i. othe·r 

•q,µ,e·s.t:;L~, 4b~'u .t the d.evellopm.¢nt cH f14lak.a. _ana Je-w'iih 'his•tox-y 

ig. E,as ~~-rn .t .u.rope ·b,a;v-•e c ·<Hne ,to. mind', We. ha.ve a·l.re.ail;t 

t-akkano ,t fo-~pd in :~·he Pf.ji1tas· and the Ra:a-idtc m0ve1nen,,t . 

T,he. r ·e. l:ll t: i •on.s,b..ip b et:wetn, the inc r e,a s ingLy res-'t.ric t-1. y,e 

ta:k·kauot ,e·~acted in th.e :~~te't iear.s ol tne: va.·'ad a·n4 ~4~ a.ntl­

e•s .,tabl,..,i$'hment .s-tance ot ·.li~sidfsm · sho,uld be' fully ejtpl,.<tred. 

1',, 
8

,t
11

a;y tJhpul4 also be und~i!taken· ,wbic_l) will 

com:e ·a r.'e: t 'he de-v-elopme11,:s 11;1 Li thua:nia 111 th the contempor.ary: 

app-i-oacJJ, to ha la'lta in Weii ~e·r-n EJJ rope. In U.g:h t o,f th.e 

ir'1 



$uc.h a wor,k ·,w··.o·u. 1 ,d 1 h i "" • • s:o a e,d, l 'igh:t 

A stud'v.,· o· f . E'· t· E . 
J . a,s· •ern ur9·peal! lia 'J._akic. 

cJevel~pm'e9-t.s -i.~ tne y.e·ara f'olt. ow._·l · .. n.g ,176·" · 
.. .i. _ J •woul-ci ln:c:tee<a's·e ou;r · 

unide~~ ta.n.d i ng gf t'.he ua.hi-re ·of 1t·alak•a :f,.», ,tlie t :!m·e p·ertoll J us,t 

aft~_ r th_e ·eti •· ·t• f ... _ ... : m+ na·_ ..,·9,11 o c ,omm;unaI au.tonoJllY, 1:n Eµ.r=op~. 

·'1'~.ere i.is· 111:orf!c '1,o'tl to b,e d-o.ne· on t:h,.e Pi,nkas. . It 

de.s-erv,:,es ex,aarin~tlon ,it;,. ,~11 (;! 'f it,.s a.S.pe.cts 'lfnd 1.11 l!gh:t of 

a::re i:-ar:~; .and' •·ge:~er·ally· t:ound Ln ·p0or. c p:~d~i ',tioµ. ;it sho·ul.d be 

,p .re-s:~tved' fJ.,nd m~.de aeee~•Jii.bl~ t -h ,r.·o•pg:h tr,ansiat.io•n. . Then all 

couhl. take advanta.g.e o,f t;b~ t.11,eas,.ur,e tiov-e. o.f inf.orl!lation and 

,i nl ;f.;g·h ·t Ln t 'c> bt1r pe:op l• '~r ·s .o j ou ru i ;ri Ea.:rt erll Eu 't'op,, 1fli~ c'~ ·hi 

1t J> b:e f 'o.u~d :L:.n. tbe Pink.an V:~ ''ad Ke.h.illo,t 'R:ashio :t d
1
Jtedinat 
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