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CHAPTER ONX • INTRODUCTION 

A. SOURCES 

In order to obta in material tor the writing ot thia the•1•• 

the usual methods were followed : ot going to the library catalog. 

looking under "Smnptuary", examining the listed books, and tram 

there goi ng to each o f the books suggested by each succeeding 

r ead ing . We looked under such head i ngs as Luxusentaltu.D8, Luxua­

ordnung, Kle1derordnung, Sittenordnung, Geme1ndeordnung, etc. To 

our chagrin end ann.oyance, obstacle a rter obstacle sprane up. 

l) The material was not specific enough ~o be included under our 

title; 2) the locality was not surr1c1entl7 circumscribed to fall 

under our title; 3) the dates tell t oo far outside the seYenteenth 

century, as prescr1 bed by our aubJe ct; 4) t he ref ere nces were aklapy 

and inade~uate; 5) the le.nguege was orten incomprehensible, it 

being impossible t o find many of the words even in d1ctioner1es. 

These included German, 3lev1c, end bad mixtures o r Yiddish and 

Hebrew. I t will be noted thet tn me.ny instances foreign worda 

have been used 6s found in our refe~nces because no translation 

was founj for the word although help wes solic ited t o track ~own 

t he ~l avic t ens , enJ ~ philologicEi.l d ictionary for :;.erman terms; 

or because the rore1 '=n 'ilOr d is oore convenient than 1 ts tra:isle tion. 

e. g., tchemra means "a coe t ,11th s tr inbs ins teed o f buttons." An 

append ix wil l 11s t all the -~r~s ~ppl ·1~c to cl ot hes ma inly, t.nd to 

f ood , whi ch t:.re not com-ionly known. For onl:: part or the se he Te 

me anine:s been found. AS Du~now says ( •pa• , p. 5'1 ), "!J.eny or 

the ncmes (1. e., 01' clothes] &.:::-e u1f :'1cult to ex-plui n &nJ it is 

neces sary to s eek them in spuc1r1c areheolo6ies o f t he literat\.l.Nt 



ot Poland tsnd Germany." 6) l!a.ny or the rererencea appl1ed olll.7 to 

usage tmd custom, not to t !le m of the ~ommun1 ty. 

It then beoe.me a matter or seek1Il6 almost at random. .. . 

perused book after book, article after article that gave even the 

slightest indication o f possible material, far surpassing in number 

t hose inc luded 1n the bibliography. ,'ilthou t the eid o r our rer eree 

\'le would have ha d only half as much m&.terie.l . Surprisingly, not 

one s ingle work devoted to th e subject of sumptuary l aws in our 

period or l ocale we s to be round , w1 t h the exception o f an in­

f r equent, short monograph. 

;. f ew words s hould, perhaps, be e.c ded i n eve.luat i o n o f our 

s ou.recs . I t r.:i i t:ht a lso be advi sable t o append a l ist o f some o f t he 

books t hat were used t o no e V!::. il, so t hat ano t her venturlnb i~to the 

same 11eld wi ll not su1rer the s~e pit falls. 

The r ollow1ng we!'e r eple~ with mater i el: 

Balaban on t he "Krek&u er Jude!l£emeinde-Ordnung", 

Cahan o n t he s umptue.r :,• l tans o ~ :.:etz , 

Du bnow ' s ed i t i o~ of 

Grunwald's "Rochzeits- und AleiderordnuI1£ der emburger 

Juden" end t he •r..:i tteUunGen", 

II " Schudt's "Jud i sche Ue.rkwurd i e9Ce iten". 

The rem&i nder of t he bibl iocrephy ottered ne~e r ie..l , but ~o t in too 

'l'he f o l lo'7 1Ilt:: we :-e among those used thG.:. y i e l ded nc th1Ue 

direc:l y r elate · tJ t he subject: 

Berl i ner, ~u s d em 1:me:--en Leben der Jud e j 1n Deut s chl6.Ild , 

Vol. ·,· , V"J..; 



Caro, J'e, Geaoh1chte der J\lden 1n LembeM; 

Grunwald, the remainder or issues or "!Uttellungen" 

other than that mentioned 1n the bibliography; 

" Gudemauu, Geschichte der &rz1ehupganaen ... , Vol. III; 

Hottenrot, Deutsche Volka-Tracbtes; 

Lewin, L., Be1trLte zur Geachichte der Juden in Jtal1aoh; 

Lewin, L., Geschichte der J'udeg 1n f 1npe; 

" Uubl1n5 , Die Judeggae1Dde des ?.uttelaltera 1na 

besondere die ~udencemeinde der Reichstadt Ulm; 
Stobbe, D1e J'uden in Deutsohland; 

" Tanzer, Die Gesch1chte der Juden in arest-Lito!fk; 

" 111ener, A.. Die J"udischen Spe1segeaetz!; 

• P r,2111 , '·"'·· 

:nllJ~R n,,,p~ ,~•· •• 
. ~., .. ~ .,,,i • • ,,,p~ ,, • .,,,J , , 

:••p•IIJ 1•,2, • 1··--,,, 
n,,,p, ■pll"lpl ~ftpll •opJ9D • 

.... ..,,, 
•D"J .. , al■DpJ9D ftl"Jlo,p • ..... ..," 

• n1o■J a•,p 1·• • • D , • 

B. PURPOSE 

1'be purpose of this thesis is to s ather t he l sws of the 

Jewi s h communities of Ger~~n..v b D d Pol l'.lld of the seventeenth century 

whi ch pertt.s.in to luxur ies in r ood end clotbi!lg . ,;e had no i nterest 

in custom or superstition. We heve oot a~hered absolutely to the 

se~nteenth century but have, 1n some cases, &one into the latter 

few years of t he s ixteent~ century f&Jld 1.nto the first uarter ot th• 

e1ghteen1h; it is d1 1'.'ricult in o. h1sto r1cal d1s!.ertat1on to limit 

oneself &tr1otly in tu::ie . On occasion, ~~ ave w@dered beyond t he 



west border or Germany. We baTe, 1t 1a hoped, at&yed reasonably 

close to the material a llowed by the tltle. 

Now a word ea to the plan. The chapter t'ollow1D6 tb1s 

1nt rod~t1on •Ul deal u1tn the Jewish b1stor1cw. beckground of 

Germany &nd Poland 1D the aeventHnth century, ooncern1ng 1 taelt 

much •1th ncmmnne,l orgrm1Z-ation. The third chapte r .,,,111 conai&t 

only or the law a ot uae too4 and clothing, W1 th occ&.s1oD6.l ccnmenta 

sea ttered abwt. The remarks e!lclosed 1n brackets are our&; those 

in parentheses are taken t'rom the aouroe. In accordance -', 1th the 

wish or our referee• toot110tes have been kept to a m1n1.Dlum and ea 

many as possible wUl be included in the tut proper. The meaning• 

of t hos e tbre1sn 11>rds mark ed ~1th an ast eri sk will be f ound 1n th& 

~ppendix; those llbose mea nings are obscure or unknown • 111 remain 

unmarked. 

The fourth chapter Wil l conalst of a general compar1aon ot 

l aws, a listing of t he poss i ble ree sons for the laws, and a tew 

general ste.tements. ~1th trepidation v;e embark on virtually u.n­

sailed s eas 6.lld unchar ted vastness es t o present our humcle efforts 

1n t his ~uch-neglec t ed f 1eld. 



CH.I.PT~ TiiO: HISTORICAi. BaCKGRomm 

Dur111g the sixteenth and ae..enteenth centuries, in aplte ot 

d1aab111t1es, prejudice, and hatred, t he Jews or f ola:id dld man~ t o 

maintain a certe1n degree of respectability. Thia was because or 
their autonomy throu~ the Kahel , organized and adm1n1etered in ac­

cord with J'ew1sh law. The government recognized the Jews as an 

"hi s toric nationality• With an inner life or its own. The Jewish 

popule tion was not off icially included i n eny of t he general urban 

estates nor was it subjec t to generel Christian lew i n matters in­

volving internal J ewish a f fairs . Such a position requir~ a Jewish 

age ncy for t he admi ni str e.tion o f Jewish efte.1rs, thus the Ke.he.l. 

begun to fur.ct1oa. 

The Kahal became lee£ilized. ? he king took spec1al interest 

in the autonomous org ti.n1zat1on becaus e i t we.s throu.;h t he Kahal that 

taxes were collecte<i frcm t he Jews. 4"Ten after def eat by Slleden and 

t he resulting anarchy deliYered Fo~~ into the hands of Peter ot 

Russia at t he clos e o f the s eventeen~>'century, t he Jews we re still 

expected to pay t heir head-tax t hrough the ::ahals. Otten t he money 

demanded could only be r a ised ~1th gre&t diff iculty. On occasion a 

Kahal le~der was sent to j a i l enc t he sun: required • as forthcoming 

to secure h is release . ':.'he Kahal wa s pol i tical.l y desirc ble, t oo, 

ltecause i t was rnuch e asier f or t he king to deul with oft1c1e..l rep­

r esents tives t han with t he ma ss of J ewry. By a l aw or 1551 under 

~i f i smund August us , the Jews r.ere ent i tled to elec t t he ir orm r ~bbis 

and JUdGes t o control s pir itu&.l end j ud icial ma t t ers. 

rhe e lder s ~1th t h~ sanc t ion or the Kahill h8d the power t o 

excoomunlcuCe , und t he i r 0e crees • ere enforced I f need 1 by the 



k i ng. The local otticers of the king were to ~ssist the r abbis and 

t he elders in the execution of Judgme~t. Such pr1Tilegea and supple­

mentary ones gave extens1Te autonomy t o the Jeus throuch the elect1Te 

r epresent atives of the community. The activi ties o f the Aahal gre• 

through t he latter holr of the sixteenth century. 

Those c1 t1es e nd towns with Jewish popul.et1ons he.d sepe-re.te 

;:ehal bee.re s consi st inc or 10-40 members who were elected duri ll{: 

?e- sover. At t he ~eed were the aashim anc Tobim who where in charge 

c f ge ner&l co:m-:unity a f fairs; and t hen the J aye.nirn and Gebe im v.ho 

manac;ed the syn8.i;061Jes , educational end chari t a ble institutions. The 

Kciltl through t he Rashe Kehil l oth W&s responsible for t~e collection 

of state taxes and their essessr.:i~nt, the care of s ynagogues, :eslli oot h , 

cemeteries, etc.; i t organized community oharity, co:m:terce , hand­

crafts , and settl ed disputes ,·;1th t ile Dey~i.m. 7he rab .... i w&s in­

dependent only in relig i ous ma t ~ers, anc. even then an unusual scholar 

mi ght contend •itb him authorite t 1vely. 

':'he Kal el supervised the Yes.hi both an<! selected the heads. 

: urricula were '70 r i.ce d ou t . La,·:s ?:ere ;:,e.~sed re0e.rd illi · ihe place of 

wome~ u.nd t he i :- educ~t1on, but t ~ is is outs.de t he province o f our 

Autonomy permitted the Je~s t o develop both intellectu&lly 

e nd m6t er1&.ll:,,r , and t o -ei n s o, e soci el pr es t i [ e ~ong their neich­

bor s . : 'he ;: hnd ti::ie : o f-· ive to s t udy ~:-1 '1 i !ley .:a ve it f r eel y . Rab­

binic l ar: ecur, e ihe t:u 1din,· iOrce i n :e\.is~ l i fe lind reit:ned supreme. 

It ,1as t.! o t..izl o ~ :he r t. bb.1.s to ~ .. t:.: e "':1.bud i c l e.\: t.p t l:, p r&ctic elly 

to .... 11 o ! d t. ilJ 1 11·(! . _._, t he oid dle of the sevdntee oth c ~ntu!J , ,,-___ 

...,hulk hrrn 4u"\1Cl... w~s r i rml:, e s t:- bl ished e s uutho:-itat lvt . 

Cther :.rc..nc .. es of kn.oi'i'ledge were neclec t ed ~or tl;.C; stu · ·· ~ f 

!'t..lroud ... : !. c .• e e xc1:::p t1on 0 1 ..1e c11c ine. F!lysic · t:.ns had rece ived ti. 



secular e duca tion so t he/ h ad some 1ntere~t i n ; h i l o sop~y end science. 

Up to the e i~teenth ce ntury , a numoer or Je,:s \1ent to ;e._ua to study 

med ic1ne. - Ut the philosophy :now t o t h e Jews 1n Foland w&s uana.led 

i::::i suca u ::nanner by t he rabbis th&t. it we.s u1te i nnocuous. Caba.lle. 

d id me.i<e J;rocres s be~1nniot; ·::1th the seventeenth c ent ury 1::i t he alte:npt 

to perf onn :.11racles t het r;o ,..cld influence ne .. urtil pheno-:'!lene.. s.Tv&l. 

Cabt alists ~ecame r a bbi• ot communities. 

The Kahal also had a uthori ty over odJecent vill ages •~ich 

ha.d no separate Kuba l organizat ion of its own. _he l ar(er .. a.hal had 

under 1 t ~e:ler 1..ehe.ls 1'"!10 v.e r e r es::· ns1 bl e to toe ;)~r ent bod:; 1r: 

the ap, ortiomne nt o f t axes ~n d in j ud i ciw. ~ett ers • 

. 'he Vaed ves t :1e co:i fe r ence of r e.boi s &.ni .. ah&l. let.c.ers 

~hich rnade ~r e vi sions f o r e ll pcnses of reli gi ous , c i v1l , und dO!lles­

tic life. I t w~s the h i ~hes t court of ap~eal 1~ d i sputt s bet ween 

t;roups llnd co1:rmuities , be t ·:,~en i ndividua l s enc. .• eh€.l boards. ..>e­

c in11in1, ·-:1 th the :nidc!le of the si::t ee:1th cen t'Jry, t he .ead :::ie t c. t th ::! 

ti· ,e of t he £:"t=e t :'&.!.rs bect:..se t nere la ·s e nu::ibers of J"ews gathered. 

Lublin , t.l.S rnent:ioneci hhove , was t & ch:.e1' .:iee~ n i::; place becbuse ~t 

JY the l&. t te r siY.teeni. . . c e~tur:r , ~he &sse::?b~ ies 1..eca ~e mo:-e 

fre .luent en -5 :-1:! _ular e :i::i were i..t.te:iae · !>:,- repr esentative s o:"' the 

pri ncipal oor.miuni ties of : 0 11..n d . - ~e .• a~ al t e ~ be ec.n t o de c i de on 

t he conpetency or ~ab-is un . j Ucies , t;;rantGC pe:-::iiis :or book pub­

l ist:1nc , etc . Occasionally t .. ey ex:;;re ~seo a.ppro•;al of ene.ctcen ts ct 

t he 1 01 :sh c3over:-.'!:ent b.S , e. e; . , the l a ~-: r.h i c., Cfil'r ed 1ef.s of the 

Cro'i?:1 of Fo le.nd proper from rerm1n · ste.te t axes .:1· ~•.1b: i c : 1.. ·; e• ues. 

':'hes. conferences \Te:--e a to tende d b:, Gr e ater Polanc in · .. h1ch 

Po ~e:i was the l erc est co--i~uni t y , Little Poland n ith Lu blin :-:::id Craco• 

as : .. \! center s , .ted Russia 'ii th Lember c , Volh rni e wi t 1. Cstrog and 

~r u'"': _,ne tz , :.1th1J &oi t ;; it!l _ est- Litov.:;k . In Lithuania t oo, t he : e-cs 
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always b,ad some form ot autoD.01117 wt thin the larger state, ads1nla­

tered through the Vaad. When L1t~n1a w1 thdrew about 1625• th• 

Vae.d was known as the Ve.ad Ji.rba J.ra.zoth, and a separate Vaad 1£ed1nath 

Li ta was formed. '!'he COII.Dc11 met once or t.., 1oe a year 1n Lublin end 

Yara.slow (Ge.l.1cia) alternately; usuelly in Lublin a round Pessover 

and in Yaroslaw before the Roly Days. 

While the Ve.ad sometimes sent sbtadle.nim to the Polish 

government, their energ ies were directed mainly to the inner life or 

t he communities. For example, a statute of 1607 was pa ssed a t the 

i nstence of the Vaad J.rbe. k.raz.oth -- rules to fos t er piety and oom­

~erciel integrity amonc ~ews . 

The i ndividual. 1:eh&ls had the i r own provincial as s emblies 

which stood halt-way between the individual ALbtl e.nd the genera l 

Vaads of Poland b.nd Lithuania. The Vaed effected a spirit of d1sc1-

pline and obedience to lar.; 1\ toatered education, 6lld preserved 

Je~ish 1~tegr1ty. It kept alive a public spirit e.ne developed c1rto 

consciousness. "'his autonomy enabled Jews to continue t heir culrure. 

There was a series of en~c t'::lents "1th regard to education, one of 

wh ich made Cheder et tend~nce compulsory from t he ages or 6 to 13. 

The Vaad H~azoth bee no fi xed nm:ie• until Lita broke nay 

and then it was kno'.'7tl a s t he V'aad A.rb5 i..razoth for Folnnd. Before 

t he break , Lita was included 1n all the nm:1es t or the Vaad since 

t hey met in Lublin. At t he beb1nn1ng of the seventeenth century, 

Lithu~n1a wes still included 1~ what was known ~s the $hloshe.h ;.re­

zoth. 7hi s l a te r Vaad passed sever a l enac tments ar~ect1ng taxes 

c..nd t he ir collection; o.not ber tbHt t here be s central 7aad responsible 

!'or t.111 .. ehilloth belonf:i nr; to t e .... u;udah . The goverr:cent i tselt 

l evel_ed e head- t bx but u sept1rate o~e ~as l eYied on the Je~s ot 

• DpJ9 ; . XII: 
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Poland and Lithuania. These heed-taxes developed from 1581 w 1631 

when 11 tbuanie. a nd Pola:id had colllllOn poli t1cal 1n.terests but they 

were separated in the colleotion of the taxes. ~uotas grew tram year 

to year so that by 1717 it was more t han ten times a.s large as in 

1590. 

In 1586-92 the general ~•etings of rabbis and heads of schools 

were instituted to discuss and decide law cases. These supplanted 

the less formal meetings at the f £:. irs of Lublin and Jaroalaw. Little 

Poland. Gr•ter Poland. &. Galioia and Vol.hyu1a, and Russia united to 

meet at regular interY&la and sent delegates who voted in the synod. 

They chose a president who directed discrussion and drew up the reports. 

The synod or Vaad ban4le4 cornnn1ntty disputes. relig ious end social 

regulations, helped distressed brethren, exercised literary censor• 

, ship. etc. 

Since Lithuania had a separate quota, separate arrangements 

had to be nade for the i r collection s o a sepa.ra te Vaad was fomed and 

thus it was that Lithuania broke oft frOm Poland. In this Vaad were 

three Keh11loth, Brisk, Crodno and F1nsk• which included about r1tt7 
• dependtnt towns u::ider the na:ne or "Vsed S8llled1na" of Li ta. In 1623 

t hey gat nered 1:1 3risk for their f irst official :::ieet1ng. 

The heads of each or the th ree l eod1:1€ eomr:unities oet o.n4 

establis ed Twcka noth 1n r e t uxes, bus iness e i fa1rs, judicial matters, 

procedure of the Kehilla.h !lleeti~s , educ& t.i on, ch&.r it:,, etc. i ach 

co:ncun1t y had 1~s o»n sec~1on to care for -- t hirty subordinate 

towns for Brisk, seven for Grodno, eight for F1nsk. The second 

meet1nb wa s called 1n Br1-k. too, in 1626. 

ht t h is ~eet i n6 they were concerned ~a1nly • 1th the collec­

tion of t a..~es end t he fina..:ices of the :edi~e.b. Later ~eet1 · s 

de~1elo~ed u p&.rlitoen t end supreme court to deal w1 t h all de partment• 
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or .Jewish lite ~ luted f or 138 yeara. The deagatea to the •••lings 

were the Raahe IM41nah and t he cammm1 ty Rabhaow. 

In 165-3 VUna asked for membership and 1 t wu 1;rantecl but 

i t waa not until some thirt7 yeara later that they were granted 

e quality with the other oonnun1t1ea. In 1692 Slutzk Joined end was 

recognized as a separate community. From 1691•1761 the t=e41nah con­

sisted of five major oomou:iit1es. 

It seems that around 1687 something happened. Yiz: the 

Vaad met in Zabludowy and suddenly had to cease lts work and finish 

it in 7..rinki in Grodno. It appears that t hey were a t~ a id of an 

accusati on aga ins t t he o f fic ia ls end l e aders of t he Vaed. espocie.lly 

t he r hbb1s. lhatever accus at ion was ~&de, t hey went on record to 

uui:ee it the r esponsibility o f t he .;!lol e : ·edinah to answer oa erges 1! 

tho se chare es i:rere m~d e wh ile t hey were ette~d i nc t he mee t ing or were 
. .. J~ 

on t h e ir way to or from. ?he f a c t that t hey lef t Zabludowy seems to 

indica te t ha t ther e was suf1i c ien t grounds t o f ear the c.·1a.rges and, 

whatever they we r e, t :1ey were quashed only by t ne 1ntercesa1on ot 

t he Sbtadl onL~ or Choms k . 

From 1623 to 1700 t he Vaad met 27 times in general neet1ng 

ond in the t wen t y ye ars following he l d only sm.t.11 meeti!l8S ror 

emergency purposes . There hod be en a ~ee tin.._: schedul ed t or 1702 in 

Zabl udowy bu t disor der 1n t..i e goYer nment pr evented 1~. 

Noth ins h6s ue en s n i d b. bout l:h e pol 1t1ctl background in 

.-h i ch the lCt..he.l end Vee.d o r gan i zati ons ope re t ed. :'his is impor tant 

perticul arly becau se i n 1648 an j t he followi ng yee..rs t he s ecur1 t y of 

au t ono·nou s Gover nment fo:- t he .rev; 'il8S s er ious l y s haken. This was 

due t o t h r e e factor s : t he economi c c l ass St t"Ub£l e, r acial tilld re-

l i tous ~n t bgon1sm, an i.he semi - barbarou s t:- i bes o f .JOut 1e :-n : .us s1a. 

The ~1~ -s c...~d nobles ha c e ncou r eced t u~ econon ic LC tivi ties ot Jews 

;·,here ... s ~ .. e t -U i l d s t ried to hinder t hem. l'!le Co t hol i c c ler Y • ~s 
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ever, opposed the 1na eo:i fired the zealous aci;ioat them. Th• 1ew-

1sh inf l uence a t t he cour is could not tor long stem t he tide or 

social and econon:.ic d1scr1n1nation. 

The general anarchy am weak ce:itral power in Fole.nd pre­

vented e ny concerted covement r.ge inst t he Jews, but the Jesu1 t s vere 

po~e rful, nevertheless, and did all t hey could t o reduce t he Jews to 

a per 1ah s tatus. 

St ephen 3athor1, rul in£ Fola nd f rom 1575- 86, had~ fair and 

kindly u ttitude towar c t he J ews and v1~orously op~osed ent1-Je.~sh 

riots . The tax - collector & ·,,ere 1:i mwiy insteoces Jewi sh , s o it we.s 

:o the interests o~ the k1nc ~d nob:e s to protec t t~en. under 

~ici1SI:lund III, pr otection wast us ~ccor ded to t he :ew despite the 

fac t ~hnt t ae king was n Jesui t aoo that 6 l aw was pLssed r e~u1r1ng 

tbe p erciss i on of t he clergy for tbe b-..:. ild ing o f s :,rnagogues. 

The r el1c1ous tanat1c15!:l of uie cler gy anc the econOltiic 

hatred o~ the tovmsfolk could not be so e asily checked. In Fosen 

t he re were recula.r at ta::ks i nsti t &tec. o,, t.:..e ?:1Q.£1stracy and trade-

u .ions. Jesu1 t scholars enc b tud ent s were e.::io .. L the rio ters. ~he 

"~'.irror of tte :-o11sh : ro,m·• E:ppeare d 1n 1616 • a ccus ing tte j ews of 

ever y known crii:ie, 11belitl(. t.l. := :ews of : r acow in pt..rticular. Ritual 

rmrder t r i c ls ~!ld riot s were t! . 1.. r e~ ul t . :'he toler e :it ·-i.e.dislav I I 

va i nly tried t o undo the d~,u1--·e by order 1::ie; the confiscation of tl:.e 

s l r~n t1erous book . .3as i c r ri vile, es an:! f r eeoon 1 n expo!" t t r t.de ,e:-e 

no-:-; ·re n te c! t he .-e.., s, 1..,nc! the 

of :,e n syn~,- oeues . "her e wt.s t r e r:uent t: l'::-o ..;ot i on end c. i s :re _~ard of 

t he:;c r1L:.ts. :n l G ... :: :.!..e Jews of ·111ne ·.;e:-e bcu-r o:d rro . tuc t raoes 

o : t h~ ~nr i stl...n u3ions ...nd t Jb .arna~ 1et 1:i 1042 li~ited the 

pro f it .;e ..-:-s ~ i , !.t derive from commerce . In 163t, ..... ,d lC3c , J e us r;ere 

executed on rituul cto.r6es . In l l 37 ~everb.l Je~s of ~r tco~ ~e re 
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killed in an attack on a t rumped up c~1m1.nal charce. 

In t he Ukre1ne tte conditio~ o f th~ Je~. though not polit1• 

c al ly bad , ~cs destined to '!Jecane so. The !mss1an peaswits cb6fed 

•.mder t heir Polish masters , t he a bsentee l andlords who were Catholics. 

rhe ~uzhiks were Creek Ort hodox t nd t beJ h6ted Ronc.n i SD , but ~bove 

a.l: they hc.t e d the Jews .. ho serve d a s the et;en~ for t heir f olis h 

~ a s t ers . Beside s the auss1&n pe asantry who coul d be e&sily incited 

a~ui jst the Jews , t here here ~he Zapcrof:,hian Cossacks , organized und 

w& .~1 1.ke, t o ;,ho:n t .e pettsa.nts looked for he lp because o f ne. -.i onal 

end reli~i ous kinshi p . 

The f il'st ou t bree k occurred 1~ 1637 under the Cossack 

Pevluk 1n rm ioh 200 Jews ~ere slain and seve r al synu.go(;Ues were 

ruined . The real trouble beeen in t he spr i nt: of 1648 when Chltt)l n ~tzk i 

l e d hi s nae ~'kTa1n1~n ~nd Ze.~aroeh1an Cossacks e.g~inst t he defenseless 

Jer.1sh townsfolk. ':'he massacres cor.t1nue4 t hroughout t he s umner and 

outu.lilll . The mur euders \lere a le to defe a t t:.e Folis h a.my on severt:-1 

occas i ons . The warf are l ~s ted until 1651 <lur1~~ wh ich tine t he 

cr1Jelest barbar i t i es •r.e ""'e vis ::ite<i upon the J ens, te :1s of mouso.nds 

l os inc; t ?:ei r 11 ves . 1:.t th1s t i :e t he 'laad LX" 'oc 1'.razoth et t empted to 

r es t ore Jewish co!.mlu::uJ. 11fs , but l t"tle r: s occo·-:J: lished . 

~h~ tres t y of : e cc e ~~so. : :ttle help to t he Je~ f or t~e 

:;ossac.: r uler ul l i ed h imself short-:.r t'.1e::-~uft.e r ,-: 1. ~h ! .o:;cow. In 

·.:est :-iuss ia Wld Li t huo.."liu Lon l o· 4. to l o 6 , the to\'fns r.ere p illb..- ed 

end thousands of Jews ~ere s l a in. ~nder Cossac~ ocCU?~t ion t riot 

took pl ace in Vilna, m~ny Jews we:·e k illed; ~he r c:iw.na.er f led or 

we:-e banished by the cree<!:: Czar ile2:is :_1che.e lov1 tch of rluss1&. 

r.:ean1.'hlle i n Poland tht: S11te des h&d i nvadec u:id deft::e t ed t e 

local army. ~rte Jews wert:: well - t ree. ~~d by t he ccn~uerors , t..nd .ere 

forced t.o suffer for t he !.!' r r t-:idl 1..ess b:,• t he r oles , c s soon a s t he 

let ter had regained the i r l ~~ . 
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The Cosshcks co ntl.I:ued t he t:- m~r au d i n.s 1a l 1thu~n1~ until 

16 ~8 •,-:hen or der wa s r e s tored t1. t tut:: cost o f concession s t o Hussia 

1,1_nd Sweden. 

The number of Jewish Victims o f t he period wes trc:ci 100, 000 

t o 500 ,ooo. Over 700 COI:Imuni ties suffered, some of tber:1 d i&s.ppee.ring 

completely , e.ll ot thee dec1i:lated. Jeu1sh re tugee& wer e to be found 

~11 over :mi-ope and ~s1e. 

Foland oontinued, howeTer, to be the center of Judaism. 

Y.1nc Casimir did much to c ompensate t he Jews fo::- t heir losses. :'he y 

reco~ered their autonomy and grac.W1lly t · e 1l" eco non 1c J;OS i t 1on m­

p roved . In 1561 tte 3ews ot Crecow receiv ed a c 1 a.r t er or commer cie.l 

ri - h ts . :n Ukra1n1 e. , d issension oon t1:iued e.nc J°e'i11s!1 r:11sery per­

s isted. 

The l1be r e.11sm of Ce.s 1:-:iir was shortlived, f.:tc. the new k i ng 

perni t t ed the ;ie ssi nc of f 1!lc.nc1cl end other statuto::-r rest r i c tions 

1~ 16 70. ~oc r oms h nd s t ude!l t riots cr oke out i nt e streets ot 

Cr ucow. For pro tec t ion t he ~e ctors of ; ~tholic schools receive~ 

t &.Xe s f ro~ Jews. Bu t even t ·11s coul d :iot revent r iot s 1n Le:mberg 

t!nd t wo new r1 tu~l ourder cuar6 es abetted by t e c l ergy. 

Occas io~tl Chr1 s ti ~n de tenders arose fort· e J e r.s . Clle 

Domi n i ca n ge::ierb.l wro~e a ~t:. i r.st ~ . e: :'oul sle:ider 01 J'ews , (£D.d John. 

Il l o f ? o l und f ou gh t the gro .. 1ne.. ent1-~emitism and even gr anted 

f r eeter auton~ to t h e J'ews. Riots 6.Dd desecr ~ tion c h t..r£es suu-ted 

bu t t he y were ques ht::<i b:1 t !le l i beral kin__: . l o r e br ie r time t!:ie 

Je·,-:s p rospe red . 

Jewis h suft er1n€ s~arte~ !:new u~der John ' s succes sor s . 

i f for t s ~e re e v e n ~ ude to ensl eve t he J e~s. Je~s were serfs to th~ 

••pf:tn ... ::iezpite t he inJunct1on o f th& ,/arse·., · 1e t. of 1717 bttock a 

.:-;; re :·!'e ~e'1 t . The close o ~· the s eve:'.lt e n t h c ent ury too was :nt.rked 



by frequent riot a 6.D.d pogrCl!l.S, the deaeoret1on ot synagogues an4 

cemeteries, and occe.s1onal e:xpulatona. The atroc1t1ea were ofien 11l­

st1gated by the clergy, aided and abetted by the autbor1t1ea. 

The histor7 or the rer1 is largely one ot suffering and 

struggle. In no country, perhaps, bas ha lite been nore bitter or 

more paintul than in Germeny, fran med ieTal times until this Yery day. 

JJld the seven teen th century was but a prologue and an epilogue to ihe 

other centuries lie lived in Germany. 

There we:-e trur important Jewish caimunit1es in seTenteenth­

c entury Germany -- , orms w1 th 1400 Jewish 1nhe.b1 tents, Vienna with 

3000, Frankfort "Ri th more than 4000, and , rfl8Ue with 10,000. Hamburg 

was a young and growing commun1 ty at tba t time. Frankfort end iiorms 

were the worst cor:a:nunities so f ar as persecution was concerned tor 

t he re ant1-S«n1t1sm was moat i n tense m d Jews ~Fr•! considered pariah.a • 
._ -K.. J, I _• Ji 

Charles IV declared th sa to be his personal propert~ In J'ranlctort 

even permission to build f. synagogue was deni ed the Jews. It was 

neoessar:, for Jew ish capi t.el1.s ts to obt.t.in permission f'ro!Zl the ruler■ 

before one could .:ie erected. 

Before we r:o i:ito e de tt.1led aoco ·.nt, boweTer, ot the relations 

of the Jews to t !le1r seventeen t h century Ger.:n&i maste rs, let us Y1e• 

t he in terna l organi zatio ::i of the J ewish comuuni t y knorni a s the 

" ("..eme inde '' • Talmudic tra d1 t ion was the bas is t'or Zewiah organization 

u:1til t he eighteenth cen tury. The ~rman ooml:lUD1ties, with t he ex-, 
I 

ception o :' i r a.nkfor t hIE. i'lonns, ,11 had such iemeinde. The heads or 
t ~e cvmmunity . even as i n lat er days , we r e t he "pe.rnassb. " Next 1n 

power were the "tob1.m". These tbrmed ccAu1cils which ruled the com-
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munt t y •s lnternel atrair s . The •(tad.len" • often t he intercessor •1th 

offi c ials. sened on t hle CCll ncil . espeo1ally 1n t he aa a1ler o.ca­

mun1t1es . 

Powers ot asaes ament nn d tax r aising we::-e 1n 1be band.a ot 

s pecia l commi s sions. !:atters or lmr were decided by a salaried r a bbi , 

.A.b Beth Din. He would judge alone or along witb repreae ntat1Tea ot 

the litigant s . or 11" the case concerned persons outs i de t he community 

appeal t o r abbis or Yeahibot outside. This ~as possible be•auae tbe 

9e?Deinde often held periodic meet1n8s t o cons ider common pr oblems 

am to c reate when necessary l18lf aoammitiea 1n t he smaller t owns • 

.ht these meet i ngs, s 1m1le. r to ibe Va ad of Pol end and Lithuania, t be 

wealthi er communities had more authority but t her e ~ere no real 

clas s d1st1nc t 1on11. I t is not until t he clo se o f the ae ftnteenth 

cen tury , t hE. t class t i c#l t s . or election.a o n the basis or weal t h or 

famil y- auth or ity, t ook place . Frankfort 1s a nota ble e xample or 
t hi s . 

Bes i des t ~e po ~ers o f ~e:n.tion a nd a dlil.1n1stra t1on. the 

"i eme1nde" had a great i nflue nc e on the cust oms or its member• a nd 

t h e ir econon 1c l ife . Religious int'r&c t ions c ould be as severely pun­

i s he d es c ivi l o nes , but ~uni shme:i t \18 S 1 1n1ted t o beaishment. t tm,• 

end public penonc e . Gonrn.~ent of f ic i als supported t he Jewi sh judgea 

i n thei :-- d e c i s i o ns . ;,.s i t had throrJ ~ou t the 4 i \lc.l e e s , the oa:i-

mu :i :.ty t ook c nre of wenderi n l· bei;ce rs , e r e c t e d e.nc. co "lduc ted school s 

enJ yesb i bo t h ~me r e needed . 

The "ieme i nce " wer e not ·Jni rormly s uc ce s - rul . I n soo e 

place s t hey suff ere d :>ec ause of t ;'JO e vi l s , olic;a r ch:· end c e bts . 

Thes e evils be~e.me malodo r ous by t he c l os e o ~ t ue c ent ur:.-• by h i c,J 

ti·ie t 1it:: gover n=ien t s thousht i t ne cessary l.O t u e o vtn-· t hE: tidmi :tis­

t:-&t i on of th1: J e - 1sh conr:u n1tie s . 7he po;;e rs o f t he : el:'1sh co:-
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rnunities that retained eutono:11y were · eatly curtailed. Other than 

ritu al :aa tte r s only (iUest ions ot c.owry end inheritance c ame under the 

Jurisdiction or The r abbis . ·~: old dis trusl; or secular judges 

c r adut. l ly dL"ll1n1shed bj' th e turn o f the century. Control of the 

co:nrnuni ties pa ~sed into the hands or impurtiel o :·ric 1e..ls, uid t~ 

t ~ndenc:r had ueen dur1ll4s the folLlor.ing two centuries to dissolve the 

poll tical corpora t ion of t he J e111sh cocmun1 ty c ompletely. 

Let us view r.ow the more specific rel6.t1ons or t he Je..-:s to 

their Chr1st1e..n overlords. 

" Tbe "Judenstatt1glce1t , 1
' law or Frankfort ar::i 1:a1n, compelled 

the Jews to r ema1~ i J their own quarters. prohib i ted t~em Christian 

servants or tile right to walk t,,o toge l;.. er, enforced t Le yell ow 

be.dee, required silence in t ··, e i;he t to, and t:1e re ~ortinc: or the 

pr esence of fl s tranc er \':1th1:i t .:E 1:- gates. (Graetz, Gesch1chte der 

Juden , vol • . r. , p . 30) They miS,llt not purc hase :co d et the s ene .. 1:ie 

:. i~-- u .;· :-1st1e n . ':'hei ~ houses e!'e c 1s!.1ncu 1sh ed b7 ll spec i &l 

3hielo . 

3us i ness r E:~ t:-ic : 1::rns were e q_1Je 2. ly op:-resaive out despi te 

t. b. is the Je·.-: _ .. c.-e tc.::ed c! isp r c. c :-ti , natel y . T!le council ot the 

tO\·:n re s ervec th '.;. r i :.t of cunce1:1-:1, .. citizenship o r any or all Je11s • 

.'he -:?.'.l{; i str t. .;e c o.J l d issue t.n o:rder :or oun1s1';;e:;. t ,be ne ver .. e fancy 

s t:-· ck hi::l , ·:th i ch y i ece o~· let.: islu:10:1 \', s ur i.;ed '-Jy ~ e c itize 1suip 

~t l~:-ge ~nl t~t ~-u1lt. necbers. :he l ~tte:- ~r oup ~es ~r obably ~ost 

i n s trurnente.l i eftecti::i,: s :c,. 1&d ver se let,;l sla~ o n . The t,-Uilds bad 

. :- w: ·fort s ou_·ht the oan1slvnent of -:..1L J ews , bu t indulgences •ere 

bo-..i( ht fro~ tt.e rule rs by m avy cont r ibutions • 

• :ie J 8Ws were eYen t:ble to obtain u l e t.ta r stating t bat 
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they were not to be molested. Ignori.ng this 

Vincent Fettm1lch and e group ot "Reformers,• who were excluded troa 

civic honors, decided to vent t heir wrath o ~ t t e innocent Iewa ot 

Frankfort. Enc ou r aged by the guilds, Fettnilch d1atr1buted propa­

ganda a g&.inst court injunction, ~thered t ocether a large band ot 

~ elccntents and in September 1614 attacked t h e J ewish quart er . 

The Jews taere not or 3an1zed for def ense . :'he br1c &lltis 

pl undered am desecrated sacred pl aces. Jews ~e::-e abused bJld im­

prisoned. Fettmilch to ok chc.ri;e of the to~ council anc t~:e at tack 

cont i nued d espite the ef: orts of tl: e r o ·•cl {;U&::-c. em t::e fl.rch bi ~top . 

~hose Jew s TTho hfic not f l ed ffere or dere d to leave; 1360 soufJ:. t s~el­

t e r ~ ' J e -ns u.n:i syrrpL t.ie tic Christi ens 1:1 nec..rby 7;oms. ~or e yes.r 

t.~c ~·ei n o~ terror l E.s ted ; the na _i s trc.c:, t:.nd the e!:lperor wer e 

! o-::e:::- le- s to ne_p exce 1=t ::or i ssuir.~ stat e ent s of con<iemnat1on. 

':'he J e'"1t. ;1d s of the 1-:.:-ch ni s~op l::. nd l t.ndgr :ive f or the e.rr-es t o f : ett­

l!lilch t.. :id t.,e r etur n cf tr.e .re.-s ~re i oerrectut-1. 

:n ',7ol"!.Js , too , t JC t urn o:· eve :its '17 t,. S serious . rie r e the 

:nagi s trbC/ , r eti1er ~i. ~n •,:.e _-uilcs , ur r;e d bani ~m:ie:i t o f t r e Jellis . 

Dr. Ch~mni tz. , ti t ricky je\-;- ~ai tine l u',7Jt:r, e.ccused t he Jews of usury 

~~c brou,jlt about s e ~ i~us :-es:ric~ ive l a~ t ~ nst t he Jer ~. The 

~urc hLs e of ~ ilk for chi ld~en o::- c roc~r ies was r r ohibited. Off e~ ing 

l~~~ sums , st~l l f:.11 I.Sb O~penneu sou cht 1n~er cesa1on o~ the e::iper o r , 
.. 

bu~ onl: i ::ie ff ~ctu~l proc 1Mt:::itt ions we:-e i s sued. FoT tt.ree :nonths 

J e~s ~ere re11eveo -::he ~ ~l ector :'rederick c f Ffw.z kept ~beruiitz in 

c-..is toc:, . : hernni tz wes released 0 :1 t h e proMise of ~ood hehevi r , but 

~ - : ••i-i - t. i -i ..s<: l f ": i th t~e :10 \ , hos t il e ui l C:.s , t.e !'o;-ced 1. e banialaNDt 

of i l: e ,-~-::son r..pri: 20 , 161..1 . 4·he syne.cogue was devastated , tht: ir 

, ·1•.: ~.··:· :e s ~cr u t ed . In t he nearby to~s tt.e bt.. ::11shed Jer:!> :net t eir 

h - 13i .. :c:i e;: ilc d f r o, : r ank f ort. . 
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The chao s created by the ent1-Semites d id not l ast long. 

Ten deys eft er the e T.pul s1on an imper t o l nnny moYed. 1nto 'Jorm.s. 

Chemnitz e.nd his fol lowers were imprisoned, but it WhS not until nine 

months l a ter t hat t he Jew• were reinstated. aank·ro~t too was 
'l u ,"'_.~6/ 

punished ; i:'ettm1lch and h i s ram.11:, were ex il d, 6nd the c ity t1ned. 

" The J t1dens tattigkeit wes r emoTed -- but it was rs:aoved in name onl1. 

The Jews were e.llor1ed t.o 11 ve i n Frankf ort fo r u period of 

t hr ee years e.t ~h e eJq:iration of r.h ich t h e r ight could oe renewed. 

The Jewish population wns not t.o ex:Jeed 500. nl:f s1x new te:.n111es 

could enter ln a s1~e ye a r and only tv.elve me1"r1.ages might be per­

fo rmed ennually. In addition to the exce ssive ta,:e s , on marriage and 

inheri t6.Dce likewise, the pestur1ng of cows and the purchase ot ::iil.k 

were prohibited. Similar lcti s pre Tai let in .:orms., 

For lar~e cash oo ns1derati ons, : erdinand I I gaYe the Jews ot 

t~e t r.o touns protection which stood them in cood ste~d duri ng the 

.'hi.rty Ye e.rs .la r. Rie b Jews and 11i:io f juden" e n joy,sd treed0t1 and t ried 

to r ain fever ror the ir ore t.hren. ':'his was t rue particularly in 

~nenna. 

'7ienno , t he Ct:. tt.ol !c oen ter of ~'urope, welcoI:led Jewish COJll­

'.llercto l s:1<.1 pr ofe~ s i onal ·-.e n e ca 'Jse of their reputed 'll'ealt.t Wld 

s ::il l . The emper o r e.ppoin te1 11.t.ny of the!, to o f'.: 1ce s a nd gr8Ilted 

pri v ile ,_ ·es to th e Jewi s,. COn:I\Uni ty , such a s permi.s s1on to bu ild 

s. ·nL-c..:o :ues t::.nd exe~pt ion :"ro:::i s ru:. rirlEt r.er cos s c,r '!Ue.rtering sol diers. 

':''!le r.iuc i s tracy , les s favor able, 9l ~yec. t h e J er,s C>f t' agai nst t l:: e sus• 

pic1ous cit i zenr y i n an et fort ~o extort money f rom the JeTs . The 

Jews pa id 20 , 000 flo ri ns ror protection. 

Ln 1nc1den t took i,lace ,,hic .1 ~e:-red ~11 1:a tron(!u111 ty. Lipp-
. ' I I -

can r:.eller , rabb i 01 1.he T ien.:.m oo~ un1ty , w&s r •e~orted for unjust 

d ! •:i r1on o f taxes. Ferd1 :--.and _r threa tened severe punishment if 

sucl. re oar t s we=e aeain r resented . The cher ges were not proTed 
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but Heller's enemies then :1ccused him o f attacking Chr1st1a.n1ty. 

Heller was taken into cus to dy in 162g. ;.. oomm1ss1on of clergynAlll 

f ound him guilty, fined him ~12,000 and ordered his ~6Duscr1pta de­

stroyed. The tine W6s reduced and pe.1d. ::ot s atisfied, his accusers 

had lfeller dismissed from of f 1ce. a in:tluential 1et.'ish tr1eD.d 

secured a place f ar lieller 1n Poland. Like all Jew 1ah ~uarrels, the 
( ::, J 

inc1den t placed the J e -::s or V1enn, in 111 oder. Gregory VIII used 1 t 

as a pr etext to force convers1on1.st sermons on the J'ews o:t J.ustria. 

? a i l ure to e ttend mee.nt a fine • 

Ferdinand II encouraged this ect bu~ it •as no~ e n:torced 

bece ·.:s e of bribery on the cme band and the war with Sweden o n the 

other. Then, too, the Jesuits ~ere more interest ed 1n ~be s up~ress1on 

of Protestants. 

The record s of' the Thirty Yeus ' War show no special surrer­

on the part of th ~ Jew . There was en occas ional accusation, or 
treason or ritual mur der, but they were 1£ nored by emperor unci no­

bility. The Jews hel ped against Sweden by buil di ng rort1t1c.at1ons 

a~d ex tintu ishinr. f ires . _erd i nand III prohibited b~i.shment without 

imperia l order r.nd r a i sed c ost o r t he r estric tions. ?Juch booty 

~assed t hrou.sh Jewis h ~ands . Ri t hin thr e e years a f t er the war the 

Jews t:ere tbl e to built: t.. ::ie•,, syn~ ogue. Ger ::ie.n r efugees from Poland 

·aere rre l comed by tb.f;; J'ew1 sh c ommuni t:, or Vienna . 

I ollow1n g the Peace ot .-:estpbal i a i:1 1648 c ond 1 t1ona must 

not ~ave ~een as ser1oos as pr v i ously for no records or persecution 

until the expulsi on f ro~ Vienna i n 1 670 are extant. '!his incident 

occurred at the i nstic;a.tion of , ueen i.tarcare t enc! the Jesui ts . J:he 

:esui ts we~e inf l ue~tial, even i n lay offices, and ~ere cons te.ntly 

uf itat in· ec elns t t he e rls . The kine too wr s pres s ed t o s l n t he 

decr ee . Leopold I o f .:.u.stria pr esented t Le case .:o ,.is advisory 

boo~d ~bo exr~ess ed th e ir opposition t ot_& sucGest1on 1n 1162 , 
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on the grounds l) that the J'•s md financial value, 2) that it wae 

" unjust. Count J'ager pointed out that the J'ews were protected aga1.n&t 

banisbmen t b7 the emperor. Despite the opposition, the k i ng signed 

t t e proclamat1on or expulsion in 1ebruary 1670. 

Hoping 1Z> avert the decree, tbe Jer:s c a lle d attention to 

t he ir i ;:iper1e..l letters of freedom, tD their g ifts end services. 

Bi shop Kollowicz and the Jesuits railed against the Jews; Leopold was 

ada--:ie.nt. ':'be Jews turned tot.be i nrluential Isaac ~anoel Texe i r a 

for ~ id . 

Texe ira promi sed to do all he could. He 1ll'Ote to Spain, to 

the queen of Sweden, to the Jews of Rome, en~ to Cardi nal Cezzolino 

because s i nce t h e death of th e pope Catholic Chri s tendan was ~ithou t 

a bead --- t..11 to no a vai l. Le opol d ~o ok che.re:e o!' t h e J ewish pro­

per ty. ':'hr ee hundr ed J e-;-1s made e final , but unavail inc , I: le.e t o the 

e~peror. ;.J.l had to c o but one speciel ly feve r ed family. Leopold 

co:ct:llanded, ho\~eve :-, that no bodily harm be do ne t he Je,1s i n dis­

p o s sess i nL them. .he Jewish q ·Jar t cr s ,,;-ere ne.me d e:~~er me emperor ; 

t ne syn&goa ue was converted into a church . ~he mtr.Listr~cy signed a 

contn.ct .. o pr o t ...:ct tl.e c e·_etery ecuuse of ti large oontribution by 

'two r ic.. J ews . 

':'he exile s soucht ~- ~u ge i n i.ungt:.r y , i n 7en1ce , 1n I'ur key , 

a :ul pe.rtirularly in Furth c.nt othe r : .ohenzo .:.. ~e=-n t e:-ri tories. F'rece­

rick Wi l heln pern it t ed ~ifty fa::iilies t o set~le in ~~~l in. 7 en 
,.,,. •.. 

~c..ni 111 es settled i n ·1al bersted t . I n Bran den burs t he re fue e e s were 

r i--ren s peci:!l pr o tB c t i on!- :·eyors en ~ off i c i e.l s i78re 7:Cil'nec t o keep 

h r :1ds of f . Taxes ·,re:-e i aposed . 'but no body t ex. :-'estricti on co ul~ 

not be avo i ded . J e-r.s '"'! i._:-bt bur or :::uild hou~es , ~or e xt.mple, bu t 

t her r.ud to be .;old to Chris t1 0.!1s u fte r a short tine . Services c o uld 

he h elrl , b· . .It. -:c :.: .. --ntcogues !"l i Cht be buil t . ~ Hebre-.. tee.c her E.nd e 
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s hochet was tlso perm1 t ted. Residence waa p e:rm1 t t ed for t went y ye6rs 

after r:hi ch time renewal was re<iu1red . By the end of t :ie century 

t went y edd1t1onc.l fe.m1lies hed tound hor:ie s i n Br a ndenburg. 

I n the latter seventeenth century , Vienna was no t the only 

G-er-:ian1c to.m where a nt1-SEII11t1sm threetened the Jewish community. 

~bo ut the time of the Viennese expulsion, the old blood accusation 

che.r;:e \'f&S run.de a ra1nst t he Jews of : :etz. Louis ! IV was fs1r t o t he 

J ewish ~o~unit:~ , butt.he Gerian cit izenry end the e uilds soucl:J t w 

curta il t~eir ri : hts . ~hey ner e not successful in 1Dc1ting the 

officiul s e t.:t. i ns t t he Jews U..'1.til a sla i :i body 11as found in tbe v:oods. 

On!. ?.&pllael Levi was cht:.r ged with t ue er i.-::.e; !'al ee evidence was 

brou .)lt , espec i ally oy proselytes; Levi ~es tortured u.nd executed in 

J &.nuc..ry 1670 . The a ccus&t1ons did not cease, .owe ver. .rone. Sa.l.Tedor , 

a r 1{;tlerol merchant, triea ~o use his connections in Faris to help 

his corelic1on1s t s . 7he li. eral :at ter Richard SL~on wro te to the 

court sho\Ti ne how false the charges r.ere. The court reconsidered 

its verdic t ~nd dec 1ded 1t shcul d not have co nd~mned Levi to death l 

No t onl:r c i d Simon write t. defense o: the Jews of :.:etz but, 

throuf h his essocl~~ion with 3~lvedor , be ~Tote extensively showing 

the Christian dect to JucaiS!:'l. lils oooks en joyed wide c 1rcule : 1on 

u~til offic i a l C6 tholic1srn o~de~ed him t o ce si~t a~d to r ecant ~any 

of h is state:nents . 

~~e :rit. jority o~ .;:,ristHm sc :iol t.:s , ho"Never , ti't.o studied 

Hebre-. &.nd J ~c-ish liter a t ure, d i e! it to s!1ow its 1.nferlor ity to 

..:bris tie n .... -id us t. bu.s is to ridicule Je·:,s liil tr.ei r prac tices. Ot'ten 

t-: a s ;;; ~~"1 ,•:rott= polen ics t.,_ ai st J ewry which -r:ere used to i :1c i te T 

nisl eJ Chr1st1ans to v iolence . Je;.s such e s Iscuc ·;1va bDd Iss.ao 

~hr do~~ ,ll'ote apologetic wor ks in defense o : the jewish people in 

8.!lswer to these cht.r g<! s . Th t!t o !'"fie uil Cer~ t:.ny was not so ready to 
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believe thes e anti-Jewi sh accusations es neret o f o r~ is eTident from 

public condemnati on of this sla nderous li ter ature oede by Fr1nce 

Christian August of Pftl z - Sulzbach. 

Three Oer!Db:is -;,ho, newrtheless, used t heir knowledc e or 

He br ew to a t tack t h e Jews were ,lu.lfer, We.genseil, Wld ::Usetclenger. 

,;{llrer publis hed a version or the "ilenu, " which purported to be an 

a ttt.tc k on Jesus. 7l8£enseil , too, in his s choltrlj' re s earches t h ought 

he crune across J ewish wr i tine:s t h a t bl E.-phemed Jes1us . lie urged that 

Je·Ns be fo rced t.o take a n oatt not to bla spheme 6Jll object ot Chris-

" tie.n ,rorsh i p. But neither .lulf e r nor \"legense11 werr e ser ious threats 

to Jewr y . In t act, 'ile 6ense i l, despite h is contemJllt t o r J ews, opposed 

brutal tree tr:lent of them, rorc1 ble oo nversion of t:hem , or the press­

ing o f the fals e blood aocus~t1on charges. 

E1senme nger , on th e other : and , used li i s knowl edge o f Juda­

ism to start t he bl ood libels ecein 9 In h is book ent itled "J'uda ism 

7 ncovered" he pre sented nu.".ler ous blasphemies, sho,,e d thi,. t Je't7s ne:-e 

u:1trusi.worthy , and t ue. t r a bb1n1ce. l lelf order e d t h E:1 des. tt. of Chris­

t ians , e tc . He ~uoted phrases out o f context and mis quoted jewish 

sources to p rove these c a lumnies. :7hen r.. r1ti.:e.l murder c harge WE:.s 

pleced e ·a i nst .... i "'lon of ·:-rent , t~ co 1r t , ./1llfer and Wa&ense11 

dech lred the c11:-...:- l e f'e.! se ; bu t r1 s em:'!en e r i nsist.Eid 1 t was t rue. 

ht1d not the iiofj ud en in 71enna, ;>articul • .rly ... amu E~l C.J>penheim, 

sensed the ~Ln~er . ppenheiI:l, r ecul led 1n 1685 uhen Leopold I needed 

no~1e:, • spent consic.e r u.b l e sums of ::ioney \-:1nn1n~ o,rer tne courts • t he 

~e . uii.s , anc f i n ul:i.y i.!le '•inc; ;,ho :-o· ibi t ed lt s <l1stri but1on. :..ost 

of the books wer-e de s troyed bu t t1 :' ev. c 1 rcu l 6ted. ..: isem:en_ er , 1.t:1-

pover i sl1ed, c ied o f .;rie t s.;1 ortly Lfterwe.rc . 

:'o Fre-.er ick : 0 1 Frus siu , the J e 'lfs tfll_ ·Lhe r ~chu t zcel d 

we r e t oo i.,port&nt , so t.t: book ,.;es ::iot ci rcul _t ed t here . Frederi ck 
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cave th e thouse nd odd Je~ isi. r ~ sida~ts o: . r uss1~ nermission to 

buy ...nd buil d houses and to builo s:,·nagoe,.ies. 

~ere, too , accus&tions ~ere m~de agai nst t he Al.enu. : he 

guil ds, too, became &ct i ve , but Fre derick forbade a t t acks on jens. 

_:e v.-ould not sanction forced co nver s i on but expre1ssed the proud wish 

t c &t th1:?:, mic;ht some d&.y mibr a ce Chr i stianity. ~ Lthough t he ilenu 

clle.rges at first he.d : 'reder1ck re quire i ts r ecitation aloud 1n t he 

presence of the police , even this restr i ction was r ~ oved. ~he Jews 

und'3r the liberal libhenzol l ern coul d .:ook hopeful ly t o the future . 



- 24 -

Cii,;J>TER THRU - ~ .OTH, RmUU3NTS, 

ORD1'1JNGKN 

A. LrrHUJ,.NU 

The follCJ11 ing laws or clothing are taken trom th.e Dpaa 

ae•'J 111•,D and numbered as t hey are to be toun<i in that Yolume . 

Year n-'GW: 

■'Jp. orrtcers who ha Ye charge over the wan.en in ever y 

K~hel should pay strict attention to poor women wearing large, 

flaxen dresses which do not look wh1te so that nenstrual blood 

doesn•t make a clear stain a nd 1t 1s feared that she be not declared 

uncl ean a n d she is unconscious of it; otticers should cake two white 

dresses out of charity for ever y poor ~oman which she should wear 1n 

~er pe riods and in the days of her purity, wid she 1s clean frcxa her 

lood. 

DJP. Cne must not bive t o any bridegoom, be he poor or 

rich, a 1•1p shirt, nor a shawl, nor a ha t of linen , as they use4 

to do formerly , for they a.re now d is tine tl.y forbidden. Even though 

these garrmnts hed ':)een r.iade previously, they 6.l"e not to be gi Ten. 

op. ~ garment of velvet must not be worn by any Jew, man 

or ·,1anan, rich or poor, an outer or under garment, be the~· new or 

manurac t ur ed previously, e ve n of kasgUc. 

••P. J.. tuf t on t.be V{;il 1:1a..v oot be worn by ~ men, unless 

s!le ~1as it nreviously; then 1t ruey be \'IO r n on She.lash Rege.lir:l but flt 

no other t1me. If she has not had t his e rt1cle previously, she may 

wear it under no condi tion. 

>•P • One mey weer no kind of garment or Te11 or wbi te 
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garment embroidered w1 th pearls under any- con41t1on.a; bu~ • benl* 

of pearls and jewelry may be 110rn by a young girl. 

Jep • Damask and atlas (a type ot sUkJ, 1f they are 

'>• ,ao,a , may be worn by any om wbo has it preT1ou.sly on Shaloah 

Regalim and at the wedding• of relat1na; but one must not make any 

1J•1nDI ■ ot damask and atlas, t'rClll now end henoeforth, be it man or 

woman. r1ch or poor. 

1Dp. Duaaak and atlu, if they are 

not be made :rrc. now henoetarth, exoept bJ" a raan who pays 2000 

zehub1m or above to the camnuni ty -lax; he may make [a garment 0'4 

damask and atlas 

••P . He who be troths his daughter e.nd requires the help of 

r elatives, or gets help rram charity, may not g 1Te his daughter any 

kind o f silk gannent. 

IDp. 7lh1te garment s upon which ~omen lavish tnUch money in 

mak i ng l aces , which a re mos~ appropriate for the adornment or the 

s ulrt [part or the ga.roen t], 1 t i s decreed t hat the lace must not 

be wi der t han two (six) fi~gers wide; eve 1 if they lla4 these garments 

previously they must not be worn (!. e., !if the lace on t he old 

dresses is wider than the prescr ibed limi t). 

ftap. lie who tranagresaes the senae o f the laws with regari 

t o the garments mentioned aboTe ahall be sub ject w heayY fine, which 

1s to g o to charity . 

The 1•1p ceremony, referred to in epp, is to 1nd1oate the 

a cquisition of some thing; here, p robably a wife. 
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1 • ,1 n• s I• 1D ,ep , it tranala ted. 11 terally, aakea no 

sense. "£nz1ehen", 1n Oerman, mean. "to 4on, to dra• on, \o pull 

tight." It probably reters to a particular kind or atlu, the exact 

nature ot which ls not clear. 

Year 1· n. 

ew. W1 th regard to the la\?s ot ganaents 8.Jld clotbea, which 

were enacted 1n Ab at the Ve.ad ot •"•• and he.n not been obsern4, 

it 1s further decided: ill that has oeen explained tbere shall st~Dd 

::1th t he sa::ie strictness as above mentioned. As tor YelYet garments, 

they are absolutely forbidden; also garments or p1•2e e.nd gar­

cents of g ilded cloth. It is forbidden to make garments with open 

sleeyes in which t here 1s gold or s11Yer. ilao, one cay not make a 

hat or sable. 

••. The woman wbo has a veil w1 th a tutt (previoua to the 

passage or the la•J may wear it on Shaloah Regal1m but no more; alao 

the escorts [at a wedd1n~ and relatives by reaso~ of their k1nah1p. 

\'lho has no tutted veil cay no t make one, even 1m1tat1on. 

•• •. J.. 1'10man who has e. tu!·ted veil ::auy no t decorate 1 t 

with pearls or other ga~s, or rubies, or sb1lar stones. This is 

absolutely forbidden. 

2•• . Straksh• of silver or gold, even a.rt1f1o1el, 1s 

forbidden on t he upper garment; even a ffOman who al.ready uas such a 

garme~t must remove it fl'Om her garment. 

1••. ::ew outer &c..rt:1ents of atle.s or damask :i1a,y not be mude 

from now henc e fo rth except by those who give 4000 zehubim or over to 

the cammuni ty tues. 
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,. • • He \1110 g1 ves his de:ug.hter in marriage and require• 

assistance from charity or relatiwes, acoord1?18 to the appra1aai ot 

,;be c1 ty ott1.ciala (probably Jewish]. :may not make a dreaa ot •Ui 

for his daughter. 

1ew. On a holiday, no one, man or woman. ma,y rece1n rela­

tives or friends 1n mantles of marten-fur, but must first go home 

after le aT1ng the synaeogue to change to another garment. 

tew • Linen [1. e. laundry] ot gilded or a11Ter cloth are 

absolu tely torbid en to be vorn t'br e period ot two years, except tor 

a bride on Ule d e.y or her marr iage and the abbath o f the wedding 

( probably preceding]; also the two best men on the Sabbath of the 

wedding haTe permission to wear such clothing. 

,. • • ~ woman, in b e first ye a r of her marri age, may i:ear 

such cl othing as previously men t ioned, on Sbelosb ~egalim. 

ft•• - e••• Joc en may wear no golden chains or rings, nor 

pearl s aroun<i thei r nec.{s. Yount: m men are f orbidden to appear 1n 

public [ weari nc these], but a bertl of pearls 1s permitted enn in 

pu blic. 

:,•. Diadems of pearls &.re bbsolutely f orbidaen, even to 

11 ttle g irls. 

a:,• • Tchema~, t hat on-t puts &bove the f o~ehe ad. u.no 

el.so t t e ~a.naent known as -s,10,11~ are 1'orbidden. ilso, all armen ta 

t hat are ~ de 1n imitation of the Gentiles are a bsolutely forbidden. 

J:,w • Shoes wi t t1 eyes and m t h ffOoden heels are a bsolutely 

for bid Jen , to men enl to WCl!".len, t o 7oun.g ~en and young girls. 



- 28 -
J>IP• Gold rings are not to be worn except ror two on week 

days , three on Saturda7, r1ve on holidays. mioenr violates ar:L1 ot 

t he above Takkanoth with regard to clothing will surely be punished. 

,>•• ilso tailors 11ho make clothes end garment& included 

among those above forbidden, also artise.ns who ~a.lee other o f the 

fo!'bidden articles, shall be punished rr1 th s hea9Y los s and "1th 

other punishments that shall be 1nposed upon t t em by t he orr1c1~1s. 

:be re~a1nder o f the Ta.k~anoth regar d1 nG garments that have not been 

mentioned here shall stand as explained in the ~akkanoth of the Va&d 

o f II 91' • 

Year · 11 • 

1011 • ~·or t hree successive years no garment or de.:nesk, 

atlas , taffeta, velvet, or g ilded cloth, be it an outer or under 

ga.r:nent, even a jacket, tchamra•, felt-coa t, sleeves, or undershirts . 

be they old o r new, ere forbiua en to rich or poor, young me.nor girl; 

no matter who they are, e.11 are equal in this; except undershirts, 

ha ts, shlek, sleeves, and aprons are permitted t:.monc t boae mentioned, 

whether old or new, excep t aprons or taffeta and velvet; these ei.re 

equbl also e.mon~ t hose for bidden, eve n old ones. Also double-taf fe ta, 

watered kanvitz, old or new, these are included i ~ the ebove mentioned 

(rorbidden garJents], rich or poor, ~an, wo~e.n, o~ c 1rl, outer or 

und er gar:lent; but one r anent, outer or under or~~ may be made 

o f dou~l e - t ~~fetn or watered .,,aap (canvass(?)], but no other kind 

of r aruent , and they are tabin*, which e..re thin , like 1•D>J~W, even 

t bo1wh t hey a re doubled 1n length, these are not to be included amo11t; 

che t:i i :1 ·s p r oh1 t l ted above. 

'. his Takk ane.h has caused oons1 deraol e d i f ficulty . The 



translation s eems to be fairly accurate but t he sen&e is none too 

clear. Lent;thy study of the passage re.Us to improve 1 t. 

-nt• • r.:arten-fur end fox are e.lso forbidden in a.L7 kind of 

carr~ent, ezcept the mantle (or petticoaij of a wo~c.n , to be used 

0:1 Sabbath e.nd holidays, of mo.rten-rur e.rounc! which there is beaver;. 

~nd · tis a l so permitted to meke a collar of me.rten-tur and sable 

for ja cke ts end tchamr6•. 

noa • :·o cha1n-work embroidery o r gold or silver may be 

raade , eve n artificial, on any garment, outer or under , nor on 

j ackets, tchamra, felt-coats -- on no garments nor on the s leeves, 

but on under-shirts it 1s permitted to make chain- work embroidery 

of ~ilver and gold. 

. 

Ion. Gilded cloth, silvered -,,1 , spangled£!,!, shlek 

pendants of silver end @:>ld, even e.rtificie.l , a.re absolutely for­

b11den. 1;0 garment me:, be worn by e.ny one 1 f 1 t !:a.s silver or gold 

t hread , old or new, dur1nc the ye&rs prescribed [supra , lD~ but 

it is permitted on under-shirts. J..11 tha t wh ich i s f orbidden a.hoYe 

wnonc l inen earme nts are permittec for table or bed. 

tDa • ,;omen may not \7eur t,Old cbc.1::is or pee.rl necklaces, 

~or ma~ 6 irls wear these i n public; but a bertl of ?earls is per­

mitted even in public [i.e ., to t he lbt~erJ. All t he t ~h ich is 

for bidden ubove Gl'OOll& &orments or lL~en clothe s applies ohe t her t he 

clothes ~re old or new, belollt:, to rich or poor , to ~Ln ~nd 'KO~e.n. 

boy E-nd t. irl---tul are e .,_uul 1n this. l.t;a.inst o l l t ha~ is forbid~en 

above, Joshua ben Nun (.a l ocel..f~~ure?] pronounced e ijerem. 

These are t o l~s . tLree successive J~ cs , t o be ·in the year 
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following passage or the lE;w so that all shoulc! have E.i.n oi:portuni ty 

t o s et t heir clothes in order before the bebinning of the three-year 

period. ·rn t he conven t ion durin~ that period, those &ssembled m&.y 

consicer uear1ng lill or pert o t t he above - mentioned after the three­

year period. Ir no thing 1s &aid regerd1ne permission, the proh1b1t1on 

holds. Congregations and settlements must proclaim the stringencies 

of t he prohi bition so that people r.111 be forewarned ot t he btm. 

n•• . S1m.11erl y I in every camnuni ty and set-~lement, the 

l ea~er s should oversee the proper enforcement With reea.rd to kronen 

[ a1E-dems or l a ce], farbitz, th~t they may be worn as little ~s 

possi ble. Ee ver y war y und s ee to it the t women should not wear 

c l othe s l ike those of Gentiles. 

The word kronen presents a s lit:;ht di f ficulty- . Aronen, 1n 

Ger.n&n, means "crown, diadem." But i i' we l•ok in ?akkanah ,ap, we 

f ind the phrase 1s••• 1•,,pw 1s,,p. Spitzen, in ~erman, means 

''lace.'' If we could ciscover t he meaning o f te.rbi tz, the parallel 

might give~ hint; as 1t 1s, the wo r d re~&1ns i n doubt . 

eu. Concerning t he pr ovis ions reLardinL ga.rnents which 

we:- e made proh1b1 tory in the Second Adar of • •11 by 6 ~erem, the 

enact~ent i n a ccordance ~1th strict~ess o f the ~erem t he~e expl a ined 

shall stand in its riG1d1ty and str1:igency until I :ter, i4'n; 

t~enceforwc..rd the mat ~er i s le f t in t he hands of the indi viduel 

00I:II:1uni ties that gat he r rti th t he .ab Beth t in, t he ~,eon, Wld other 

leader s ; eve ry community tha t has i t s o7.n jur i dical organizet1on 

shoul d decide whether t o he .,ore lenient &bou t t he clothes or 110t, 

a ccord!~ to i ts o~n d i sc~ei i on unc eccoroing t o t ~e t rends of t he 
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' t ime. Thus, eTery oamnuni t y and its aj jecent sett.lementa should 

act 1n accordance with the decision of 1ta court. :iowenr, aabl•• 

and opa,• [ probably the same as ap1a], nlTet,, gilded cloth, 

f old a nd s ilver thre&d a.re to reme in under the ebo,ve-mentloned pro­

nL,1 t ions under any circumstances • 

• Year 

,~• • It 1s already o..n old enact?::te nt to be sparing in 

feest s and ma tters of clothes, therefore, ~he enactment is to be 

streng t hened. li.flry camou.n1 ty and its Ab Beth Dln. should make 

proper enac~nts to decrease [the expenditures on.J feas t s and 

clo t hes a s much e.s possible. Particularly, the br·idegroom-sbirt, 

,0111 1 • J p , la absolut el.y prohibited. 

The follo~ 1ng laws are taken f rom Lewin's Le.ndeaavwde. 

Greater Poland consists of the l end on bo~h sides o f the 

7lerthe, including Posen, Gnesen, Kelisob, S1eradz, Lenczyce, Brzeaz, 

and ./lozlawek. 

Year : 6t h o f Ader , 1629. 

P. 17, Law #14 . ~omen ~a.v no t we ar velvet, a tlas, t affeta 

as outer o r under .sarments. 'horts of atlas are permitted, a lso 

ne ck- c loths, espec ially old ones, bu t new ones may not ce made. 

Scarf -sleeve s and scar f s are f orbidden, even old o nes. Old d8018sk 

on ou t e r c;arment s is r orbi dden to .tOt!le n, bu t underc a.rments or demes k 

a r e per miss i ble. Scarf-sl eeves o f ~aoesk, e ven old , are for bidden; 

no one :.a.:.,- "'lt.ke a t;arment o f c&-:i&sk, outer or under, and no tailor may 
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accept work on b garment ot atlaa or dam.ask eTen for orr1c1al.a. 

Year : N1saan, 1610. 

P. 86, Law #4'3. Gflfflents o f WOIUen and girls which are ma4• 

in imitation ot the Gentiles, having trtngea (?), under or outer 

ge.r:nents, bodices W1 t h pockets, cups, little fish [probably 

decoration9, aleeTes With buttons, any new articl e, even to l ittle 

boys and girl&-•-all are forbidden. Only bod1ees up to the neck e.re 

f or bi dden. Broad collars are f orbidden to wa:ien but permi tted to 

unmarried women and g irls. Fle1ted blouaea ar~ f orbidden to wonen 

Wld unmarri ed g1rla, even i t t hey have had them for some time. 

Aprons of eny kine of silk are f orbidden. 

Di adems o f gold and s ilver or eny k i nd o f spengles are 

for bidden, be they ol d or new. 

Lillen garaeata ••"4 w1 th s11Ter or gold, e.t one time per­

mitted t.o s. br 1<i e at the Chuppa 1n t he earlier 7akka.noth, v.e now 

t orbi d . 

Atlas, da=:nrask or all k1nd s, under or outer garnents, Jackets 

or sle eves, old or new, men mi d \,o ~en, boys and g i r ls, dyed or black , 

t h ey are i ncl uded under t.he proh1b1 t1on agains t o••'J~ and 1a-,• . 

? . 86. Yarmulkes and simil ar c&ps a~e forbidden f'rom 

t odcy hencefor t h even i n o ne's house, but ol d ones are permitt ed. 

Neck-olot:1-e, even new, a r e permit ted . 

Ol d gilded bodices are permi tted on eboa th anc hol1de.ys , 

but the, c~ ce b6rm:ied only once; i f hemmed ~ore t he.nonce, i t cuat 

be rer.ioved . 
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Double-tafteta, old or mw, 1s permitted to tboae llbo pay • 

tax to the communi t7 treasury or 5000 zehubip or more. It they oan 

weEu" the above, ob-viously, they can wear fine cotton or tarteta. 

ilut this can be hemied on top and bottom only once. It is prohibited 

t o do so 1n the middle of the g arment or slantwise • 

• 
Old hemp la permitted on Yam Tob to hil:l •ho pays a tax or 

5000 zehubim but on wabbath it 1s forbidden, to ~en and U> ~omen. 
' Cn those Sabbaths in which two ~eter Toroth are brou{;ht out 1t 1s 

pe~1tted. In u.ny case, ol d \'JOOl or te.ftet.a are pel't:l1ssi ble. On 

new clothes th.ere is e. te.x. Old te.t 1·eta is permitted to b.i.:!l who 

pays 6000 zehubim tor Yom Tob but not on ~e bbath. 

Very old hemp , i f it 1s olmost fallen epe.rt and this ia ;he 

onl y garment one uas Sl'ld another can not be afforded, and if i t i s not 

1'0rthmi ile to s ell it, the lawmekers nay permit 1t. But there must 

oe no deceit and it should be recorded who ia g iven suet permission. 

Pla in t arreta a p rons rror t(ito1 are perm1 tted, 1.0 those 

who ~ay 1000-5000 zehub im, to rnake t wo ne• under-ga r::ients and two 

c loai<s f or i,h~ :Jeud in,.: o f e so :i o r d&ucl ter; from 600-1000 zehub1m, 

s hawls [ Umhe1i); f~om 5 Groschen to 600 , only o ne u~der-garment 1a 

p er:-n i t ted . 

(1~1 t o i i s ~ tm, n 1: \1h1c u ~~l'e of t a f fet& was mwiuf e.ctured, 

so the met er i £1.l bears i;he n&.l:le 0 1 the t ot:n, us ut.lly fiS J•••• J J 

:.:e ids erv&nts are ~orbidde n t o ma.<e u ntw barment o f new 

~1tui o r t a ffeta. ; or one woo alreaoy uas such tu!feta, : t 1s per­

~£? .ssitle ; 0 ·1 t one m&.y not ;>· y o l d te.:"f e ta froc t..llothe r. 
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All s ilk gar:nents made f r om todey aence f or to m~y be ouly 

from pla i n t aff e ta end ::1 t a i , for :ien o r -.ro::ien . J..ny materiel mor e 

expensive 1s prohi bi t ed . 

" ~11 undergarments ot l!!:!. tur, cloaks m t h c t a1n eJ:1bro1dery 

wor k , e ven s l it aleeTea c ay have no ne• hems pu i on ; but around me 

arms it is permitted, b.lso ~round tbe ne ck but no t in the middle of 

~ne garient. 

It i s ouator.zry to hem ni ght-capa once. 

One me.y not buy more t h&~ o~e cubit or s ilk enbr c i der y f or 

t e n edul t s . 

" Tails or ma rten-tur and hullen around t he hem ar e f orbidden 

t o ~11 ond must be removed . 

Gold end s ilver covers on th~ co :t f i ~ement bed e.re per­

~iss1bl e for thos e who pay a t ax on 5000 zehubim but t h is u~pliea 

o:tl;· t o t ~e ,70men , ;..nd not to che deue:hte:-s , who do no t pe.y on this 

su.~ . ~tis pr oh1b1t•d :o those ~ho Pf:..Y : ess t hun ~b is. 

Gi l ded f ur nitu r e 1s 1or bi o c.en ;o c..11 , even t o ~he wee.l t hy 

i :. tr:.e !.r ho=ies . -.n t he t ::o 1i L. t.s o r • e,;:,_,ov~r Li l de d cove s ere 

ne _ey '!'tot r.c.,e ::io :-e tht..n one cu bi t 0 1 lece ( 1' J ,,p] and 

::.esc \';orlh 1 5 ';ro5c hen , ·,;z e t uer 1~ 1s oouc.:: t, t o::- ¥:Qr :ed o·.it by one' • 

w1.e , or whe t~er i t 1s r ect ived a s e Li f t . 

!Jress s · i r t s u :-e sub~e ct to ~ne ol d tsnac t:i.e nt . ,-:o::en , ho 

u:1der .. ~r em , t o come to the l av:oaker s t..ni .he :; -.111 de c lare e.nd 
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show what ia prohibited and Wbat 18 permitted. 

Ne• mm.tl•• ot •rten-tur are prohibited to Qell and w011um, 

except to him who g1Tea 6000 zehub1JI or more fiS tu or 5000 u doff'T, 

suoh e. one oan dress hia son or daue;b ter 1n n•• marten-ru.r dur1D8 

the wedding. Old marten-fur mmtlea are permissible tor all, 

especially on Yom Tob, but it muat be removed 1.lmued1ately atter 

synagogue services; and one may not go into other homes wearing it. 

Cloaks w1 th collo.rs and those having .du and marten-tur 

on the front of t t e lower part of the garment are subject to the 

ol d enac tment. Tha t which is on the extre~e end of t he garment, it 

new, i s f orbidden. 

The train of a dresa, i t only t wo cubits h i gh , is approved 

accord ing to old l aw, but not more. l d ones a.re 1:l order. 

Hats or sable tails and ·Jarten-fur e.re forbi dden to men, 

women, ~nd youths eve3 i n the house, cer tainly i:i t he synagogue, 

&.nd t1bsolutely in t he street. ::e ts made o~ plu.111es and :t;Srz may be 

worn i n the street. ~ats or me.r ten- ~..u- are permi tted i n the hous e. 

( The t wo halves of t his l aw are contradic t or y;) 

All clot 1es 9roh1b1ted here are ~roh1b1ted in ~chwersens, 

e ast of Fosen, in the marke t o f Gniesen. 

~s for clothes o f trevellers , accord ing to Old law, • hat 1a 

permiss ible for us 1s pemiss1ble fo:- ~her:i on .Jeb a t h and f'or 

wedd i nr s , bu t no mo:::-e . 

Toe "old l e~" re ferred t o hes not been 1~e~t1f1ed . 
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The following are taken trom Baleban's article on the .. 
Krakauer 1udengeme1nde-Ord.nung 1!1 the eleventh volume ot the Ju41•ohe 

Li terarische Gesellscbatt. They are tram the year 1595 on. 

P. 102. Lu.xusgesetzen--L6ws or Luxury. 

Girdles o~ silver, white ar plated, may be ffl>rn on S.bktb 

or week days 1n the "1arter, but outside the 't,,uarter they may not be 

worn, even white or a,••• or silver; but a hat ( ••,-,,) ot 

silver may be worn in the "'1.Wirter but not outside under any- circum­

stances. 

Bodlaes, collars, friezed cloth, and l£1•••n of silver, 

or gold, or Get'l1eder (Might this be t he aame as Getteder -­

plumase?] • old or new, may be worn. 

t•n~,•• without lace but with pearls must not be made 

or bought except by one .mo ~1vea two gulden or more aa a tax; that 

person mey ,7ear it for tour years e. f ter marriage, but no loll89r -­

the first year, every Sabbath and t hereafter on 5hulosh Regalia, \be 

~abbath of Cbtnnukll&ll, Sabbath or Rosh nodesh, and the Sabbath ot 

rurim; on ~eddings , the mo ther, the sisters or the groom, the bride, 

the wives o f the brothers of the br ide and groom, their eaoor :a; the 

~odnother ~nd t he mother on t he dey of c1rcu:ncis1on. 

;. . 103. 1•~ae11• and golden ends (f) without lace may 

not be v10rn at any t ime, not e·ren o~ hol i days. be ~hey artificial, 

old or new. 

? 1110• cases and shee ts With water-g1ld1~ . any kind of 

p1llo-.. cases of s ilver or 0old, may not be usec or &pread except on 

Pesech on the couch. but under no other oi ~oumstance s, e ven ~o m.e.ke 
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an infant's bed on Sabbath or for t he c1rcumc1a1on. But those •bo 

give ten gtlden as tax may use thee, but she nho g1vea birih on 

Sobb6tb may use them at t he time of t he c1roumc~s1on and on the 

occasions above mentioned, but at no other time. 

Cbalna, rins a, ,•-,J■e,aa ( a type ot ob:11n ) , gulden [ma4• 
up as bracelet!], olaapa, and golden ornaments may not be worn bye 

woman or girl except 1n the ~uarter, it t hey weigh ten gulden. Out­

s i de t he ,iUe.rter they may not be worn under any circumstances. The 

1L~1t is a weight ot ten gulden, oTer which they nay not be r:orn 

even i n the ~uart er, in one's house, even under one 's clothes, neither 

on Saturday or on Yom Tob; o:i1y under circumstance s □ent1oned ~boTe. 

Those ;:ho pay t 1Ye zehub1m me.y wear a chai n under the overshirt eo 

that i t con not be seen • 

.Al"mbands ~ay be ~orn by no one . ~ br1~e may wear a.ny orna­

ment f or seven days befo~e the we dding cer m:iony and uitrty days 

after, and on the f irst week uft er the f\ll f1ll~en ~ of the marriage 

condi tio:is . 

P. 104. These Takkano ~h hold until Rosh Basha.ne.h of 15gg. 

?hereafter, the Kahal can choose ~en, wise and 1ntel~1gent, who "111 

r eview the 'fakkanoth and add to them or decrease, accordi~ to the 

majority , and according to that ~h1oh ~eaTen shows them. In ~h• -~eantbe, let no one transgreSh , under pen~lty; or if later .new ODIS 

ar-e '":iade , these la-;-;s r e:uain as they arc . 

':'a ilors v:ho ·1ulce fo:-bidd en clothes ,.111 be ~1ned an'l l'or­

ti, en to ply t ! e ir trade furthe r. 

, gar:nent decorated ~1 th a••--• 111a g••~ or tarbt ikz 
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(aprons?) decorated \'11th gold or silver, or those mixed •1th gold or 

a1lver are for bidden en.d may not be worn throughout the year; but 

aprons may be worn •1th one •• •,11• • but it IlU&t not be wider than 

one-quarter (or an ell?); and an oTer shirt may have one atreip or 

one-e i ghth (of an ell?) broad; friezed cloth on the sleeves a.re per• 

m1s 5ible, but the folds or t he sleeve ~ust ~ave no gold or s1lftr. 

Chains that go into the dress are ul l right, but t he f olds 

:iay he only of silk ; and above this :nay be vrnrn 1a4t,s••,p o f gold 

or s ilver; anc those things ~ent i oned above are permitted on Rosh 

!!a shanah, Fesach, Sha buoth, Succoth, ... bannukah, Pur1m, f our ? arashe.s, 

~~c when a woman acts as an escort or t eke s a godmot herhood; but 

when a Chri s tian hol iday f alls on a J ewish holl dey , all t he s e e re 

f orb i dden. 

P. 105. Pillow slips or sheets with gol d or silver may not 

be nade an1 t ho se o~e al.re ady hes ere also forbidden, even on Peaacb 

~or t he Seder. (Compare r.i th l aw o ::i P . 103, our p. 36 .) 

i•pr- ,, w1 t h golden f t1c 1ncs or f e.rbi t k iz may not be worn, 

bu t on t he s i de o :- in f ront one r:1a.y ~s.ke e. smel l f arbi tk1z. 

Boe. i ces o f gold and s ilver are f or~idden throughout the 

year but sable coe t s may no t be add ed by men o r ~:;-omen, not even a 

collar; also • s ,,noo ( l.!arder? ) merten- l'ur o..nd beaver ere forbidden, 

un l ess o ne has t he se thinc s pr e v ious l y. :.:ar t e n-rur ma:, no t be =iade, 

·..in e ss o ne .. es :ie it be f ore , or cy one \~ho pays three ze bubim t o 

t :;x rund . 

Ieerls are for bi dd en i n ce ps bu t t i r l s ~ ay wear cups ~ 1t h 

pet1rls , even wi -;h small punta l1n ( v.i:1 1c h are 1000 punt alin = 1 gold 

GUl uen J , ~u t lare;e r one s 1:1.re f orbidden, u nd no oe.p :nay 'be .. o rn •1th 
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gold cha ins; and under no c ircums tanoea wl th gems, under a penal ~1 

of five ~dumin f or those who continue to ~ear them. [The rormer 

portion o f this law is not clear because of t h~ word puntal1u4_;l 

Chain Ei rr.1bands mey never ·::;e worn by man or woman, visible 

or invisible, except by a bride after the covering f>r the head~ 

until utter the seven days of the feast, and only one cha i n , under 

penulty of t hree zehub1ru. 

:=o more then two r 1~ s may be worn duri:ie the week , rour on 

..:laturday , s1.x on Yom ':'ob, but not precious gems , by man or woman , 

out a pregnant woman may ,.ear one ring with a. d 16J11ond to a1d re-
l 

cove::-y. ( Compare w1 th -~•ts law #2, P• 3'1, our page 48 • ) I,. 

br each 1s sub ject to a penalty of thirty J..dumi.:n. 

Gol d guilder br6celets may no t ~e carried on wee~ days even 

by g irls , but on ~aturday t en Adumim are allowed , and a cr1de may 

ccrry t en Adumim even on week- days. 

F. 106. Neither mar.ied men nor boys ~e.y wear velvet hats 

.. orth -:nore tha n f ive zehubi:n; nor are 7iomen' s ha. ts in excess of this 

a.'r"to 11n t permitted, under pe::10l ty. Those wh o buy J10::-e expensive ones 

s!'lbl l !, 1gn 1 t over to the poorhouse e nd lose 1 t (the f i".'le or Cle hat?]. 

The hat manu ; ac turer sha l l t e declared e trans r r e s sor, whethe r it 

be local or purchased elsewhere, he i s to ~e panished i Jewisb 

~erch~nt is t o be presupposed). 

The rollon i ns a.re t e.ken 1 rom ~ahe.n 's mono€;raph o t he 

com:.::unitJ of :~etz . ::etz, though i n :'l'ance , \-:e inc lude because it is 

an AShlcenaz ic comI:1u:li ty. :'he la-r:s cove_ t he r ears l 690-i7. :'he 
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e;over~en t 1tselt, under Louis XIV, had passed lfn7a regarding : ood 

a.::ld c l o thi ng, so t _at the Jews ;ere under t wo sets ot lawa. 

F. 5 . ":'he g overnzent 1'orbede ;:ie use o~ gold end a11Ter 

cloth and Telvet . _!Jie l a• against c hitron, gold and silver ornaments 

~as renewed r or eleven years, althou$h ~o~is pert11tted their use to 

::1:lse lr, his family, end to tevored individuals. ':';ie Jews or :.:etz 

fol l owed the example ot the king and ap;l1ed such la~s to all except 

~e off1c1e.ls ~ ho passed them. ~hey tried to Get ~heed o: the l e•• 

b:; .;ear i n 0 msterie.ls which :n16!l t lat e r :-.e tor bitden, e . g., cob­

r.e b ::y :ne ter i e.l s • 

laws of 1690 , ordained by ~ioe ~ecbc~s o: the ~ecut i ve 

;o-.:ni t tee: 

1 . ... :i Sat urdays t.n d hol ic.E.JS ;vo:::1en :-:~: r.ee.:- ~o ::iore than 

bed , t..nc the ;;o~en \'ibo :eE.~ the b:-ile t o :he nupti l!.l de.is , the 
2 

woc en who escor t t ~e ~:-iae to ,he synLGOgue o~ the ~ann• ~abbath, 

and the yrung bride or. the !'1rst ::>&turday fol:.owi ng the carriage 
3 

tSchencictrein Sabbath ) may wear more than f our r i ngs. The 6odmother 

anc. oothe r, the ,.umen b Ccocpanyi::ic; the ::>rije to t he ~nagogue on the 

de.,.v o f the ':ll.Brriage , the bride ::i.e r sel!' on Sehenck'~e i n Sabbath could 

wear ::nore than four r i ngs . :'he i,ome :1 :-.ho accewrany t ~e bride under 

tte nupt ial de 1s are 1nclujec! ~r o:::i :.ht. :.1::e the br ide ' s hair 1s cut 
4 

tc tne t 1 e of tc s ce:-e□ony • 

2 . ill d1ri.:::onds , eve~ i..rt1f 1ci1:.l , t.:e fc:- b:c:ien . b..11 

ce:-e 1on ies • 

., .... 
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absolu t ely ror bic.de n . A betrothed gi r l =.ay 11eer a sec g iven es r. 

g i f t 0:1 tm f irst Saturday before tl:e .. edd.ing. 

4. Bracelet• of gold and s UTer, sashes embro idered in 

e ol d are forbidden exoept to the godmother, to tho se who acoomp&n7 

the brid e to the synagoeue on t he morning of the mer riage, to t hose 

who arrange t h e nuptial coucb; they may wear t he, until t hey leave 

the synat;ogue. The bride nay d ress up (probably with these article~ 

fore ~hol e day on the ~irst Seturday a fter t ne marriag e . 

5 . On Saturd&ys end holidays women ::iay r.ee.r only ordinary 

cl o t hes . Godmot hers : .. &.y not -;,ear bllOt her' s -,ell on t ~e eve o r 
5 

c ircumcision or on Sab~ath Za chor. Gol d and silver ve i ls are for• 
6 

bi d den but on ·a bbeth Spinnholtz, t he oother , mother•1n-lew, sister , 

s is ters-in-law, grand::nother, ~uniiB, e.nd uncles• wive s are permitted 

silver &.nd gold veils. Perm i s sion 1s accorded tor the two days of 

.~arr1 8€e Er.IJ1 extends t o the ffom.en who ecco:ipan:1 the brid e to the 

s ynego61,le end to t he nupti al dai s . 

6 . Veil s , ,1th s p ani;l e s o:- pett r l s e r .? yernitted onl y t o t he 

e;:od.:,o ther , to tm roo e n ecco::ipe.ny inr t !le '!: ri de o n :he :no rn1~ o f t he 

ce:-emony , and to t he : ride :.e=-sel f o n ti::e ::.abba th ro110.-1ne her 

=:urr1bge u:it11 l e avin,· t he syne.goe:ue . 'r'he -;ro•~en \7ho conduct her to 

:he nup~1 3l ca is have the s ~~e pr i vil e e but t he ve ils mus t ce re­

, oved 7then the b ride' s hai r is bei ~c: ! '1 r.ec u n~il tl-.e r eturn t'ro::::i the 

~:.·nb ~:oc ue . •:ne wol!len w:io pr epare th_ nuptiul couch n:.ay wear veils 

o :' , o l c und s ilver , s6she s e:nbr oi de:-ec i n. ,;old , e..::it! .:o _c br a cel e~ ::. 

L :id ,ho , on .. is tccou::i t, is 1n tbe .;&.-:e c l ass -;-:i t .. t hose t',:...o pr epL:-e 

the nup tit..l couch . 
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7. Young g irl s are :iot &llowed to ,;:,ear spe.J1€lea or pearl& 

1~ their hair unless betrothed , but 1t i s per::nitted on t he f irst 

Sab ceth ette r betrot hal. Ir betrothec , they may ~ea:- t hese on 

~ebt&th Sp1:mhol tz, bot h l arge and mall [1. e., sp&JlClea e.nd pea.rlJ, 

but only until t he dance bec ins. .tter -;he de.nee t hey :nu.st r e~ve 

theo . ·l'hey !nu.st we.l k with t h is f i nery only ~loD,€ the hh1neport , et 

the e nd or the Jewish Q.uarte:r. 

8. Pregnant vomen end younf b:r1des, cur1!1:: the r.e ek or 

,c..r:-iage, ma,:r wear all the prob1b1 ted f i nery but t he y :nust not m&.ke 

memselves t oo conspicuous by si;t ine i n doorPays or w1t c ows. 

9. CoU'fU.res done in the manner o :: the ~ ntlles are tor­

bi i:ien. Girls less t r.an e leven years o f &ge may g o bareheaded. 

10. Ri bbons o f silk an d taffeta other t han bl ack ere ror­

oi oden. Those put arou~d the head , e ve n bl a ck , c.:-e for b icden. 

~,:-a ids o: any ::nat er ial put aroo :1d tb.e !:ee.d ere t:.p pro·; ed. : le.ck 

r ibbons croun d the nee:: e.nd ti.:::-ound the :ie.i r (1 . e ., other t han silk 

a.nu taffet a ) ere pe r~1ssl ble. 

11. K."lobs ~ n t.he u.ir] t h& t :roune g irls ~ear low on the 

neck , t ~OUeh ,·:hich r i b:>o ns o 1 si: :< or t a ffeta are drawn, oelored or 

black , all ere lb r bidcen. 

12 . f leat.ed coats e=e fo~tioden to ~11 ~ ~en . 

14. ill brocedes and ':ilite!'ials of designed silk e:e for -

' 1::l e;1 e x:e1=i t a t r ell ;:;- 10·1s cel"e::to nies. ':'bese :::ater i ols :'!a:: be u sed 
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15. Brocades o f gold a.nd silver, eYen for •aiata &lld 

sleeves, even tor rel1gloua ce~ei:ion1ea, are fo rbidden to all women. 

16. I.aoea, fringes o f g old or s11Ter, threads o f e,old on 

c l othes, shoes, etc., are forbidden to ell women. On t he caps or 
boy s and on the bonnets ot g irls. and women. these are allowed. 

Young ser-vants may not wear lace with gold, even artific&l. ill 

other lace 1s permissibl e on bonnets . 

17. Slippers or shoes of any color except black or whi te 

ar e f orbidden to all . Shoes ot velvet or embro1dered :x.at~r1al are 

1~orb i dden. 

18. ..prons of :iiossons may not be ornCJ:1ented wi th le.ce that 

is more tb&n one-half of one-fourth of e ketz ell. This &pplies t o 

a l l -;-.o~en eve n durinG f amily feasts and r e l i c ious cerenonies. 

25. All w1e;s l onger t .han those worn by priests or abbot ts 
7 

e.re forbi dden to men e.nd boya. 

26. boutton1eres me.de tr1 th s11 ver thread are t or bidden. 

Those a lready nade at the time o f t he passing ot the 2&~ are per• 

~itted un t i l these clothes are worn. 

The letter po~tion of ttis l aw 1s confused but t his 1s t he 

best tnet coul d be cone w1 t h 1 t. 

27. i7omen •s cloe.'lc s made w1 t h embr oidery ~ e not t o exceed 

one- helf of one-fourth of a !1etz ell and & t humb. ':'his t ype o r coe.t 

i'18Y ~e .. o:-n only on .:,abbath und bol1deys . also for rel1( 1ous cere-

~o~ies ~~d f b.011ly feasL s. 

r e li~1ous cere~onies . 

·pang_le s are al ways fo~bidde r. amept ror 
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30. berybody except senator• and the1r •1Tea, their un­

married aona and daughter• are bound 'bJ rule• ~;umber• 1, 5, 9•14, 

~, 25, 27, and tbe following; 

D1emon4a, gold cbains, nUa with apanglea, •bro1der1•• 

with apangles and pearla, co1tturea •1th ribboned top-mot•, lace• 

ot gold, thread larger tban one-eighth ot an ell---all are ror'b14den 

to senators and the1r t6.m1l1ea, too. Brocad••• gold aashea, geaa, 

a nd pee.rla warn on the neck and anu are also rorbidden. 

31. During the week one may not wear silk, Yelnt, or 

taf feta in any type or clothinc or ot any color, but cap• tor boya 

am bonnets f or girl• may be or YelTet or silk. 

32. Those 1nvi ted to a ball outside the Jewish ,uarter 

should not wear clothes otu.er than those prescribed. 

33. All 110men should walk i n the street • 1th open collars 

and must enter t he synae:-ogue with open collars. This rule 1& mad• 

and pa ssed t he first Sunday in Ellul, 1690. 

The last rule u ey have been pas s ed so that the law enforcer• 

·:,ould be able to see whe ther ft>rb1d j en jewelry was being worn. 

Laws or the year 1691. Two bodies, one or twelve and om 

of nine, order these la•a: 

P. 25. I t women wear large ornamen t • nth fr1D6••• lace 

and braid may be worn between t hese ornaments. Two types of l ece 

are tillowec . New styles are rorbidden e nd t he le.• a of Kllul, 1620 

~ust be con f ormed with, sub ject to a f ine o r one ducat. Th is also 

appl ies to vei l s more el ~boro~e t h~n thos e included i n the laws of 
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drl!lper1ea or ornaante4 w1 th lace otber than allowed b7 uaage. 

Sable and other oeck fur• are torbidden, subJeot to on• 
8 

ducat fine. Young girla •ho haTe not yet begun to ta.at are the 

only ones allowed to wear t'Ura. 

Laws or the year lt192. These laws are pasaed by the com­

mun1 ty legislature on the edv1oe ot re!l)ected persona. ~ oom1ttee 

of nine passed on them. 

P. 26. Jewa are not allowed to cake veils, bonnets, or 

cloaks ~1th gold for non-1ews. Those who do so will he.ve the clothillg 

taken away t'rom them and be nned one Re1cbathe.l.er to go to the poor, 

and .. he a.dministrat ion wUl c o::ipel them to •1 thdraw from non-J'ews. 

The ca:mi1ttee o r twelve did not apply t ne 1ines of the pre• 

ceding laws to women •ho prepare the me.r r 1age beds, lead the bride 

on Sabbath :.!anne, godmothers who escort the bride tor the nuptial. 

bened1ct1ona, rran the day or the ~orr1age to the tollo•1ng Saturday; 

nor t o the mothers of Bar-?litzwEih boys . These women are permitted 

certain objects forbidden to others. 

P. 27. The wo~en above-mentioned abused the priT1lege 

[which necessitated t he passage of a law) torbidd1ne them to wear 

r-1lded veils, with or wi t hout decora 1.1ons. or ·.:1th pearls, even at 

r e li~ious c ere~onies, for u period of one year; only ftlla of the 

s 1~plest sort . These wo~en could wear no more than nine (1) rings 

3 ~0 ~o di wnonds . ~t family catheri ncs, no Sabbath or holiday coats 
~ 

are to be r.orn. ro r old sashes, sashes covered •1th Je•ela or br o-
10 

cedes. or s 1bloness gifts nre to be given on the eve o f the IIUlr-

rie.c e . r,o_,:: .. racelets or necklaces t.re forbidden. :.o clot:.ks or 

brocade, or waists , or breast-clot~s witr. s l ~eves, or aleeTes alone u 



- 46 -

o ay be worn. ::o woman or girl could wear short aprons 1n 1ml tatlon 

o r the non-Jews. 

P. 2g. No scarlet cloaks tatyl1sh at t hat tL~• J nor bodloea 

de cor a t ed with t a f f eta, nor dresses or co ats decor a ted with tatt eta 

8.J"e pennitted. 

These laws are to hold tor one year. Exceptions are mede 

oc casi onally. Each breach incurs a penalty of on.e ducat, besides 

dis ciplinary me asure s. ~he executive oomrnittee is responsible for 

enforcement. 

These laws were publ1 shed i n t he synago gue on t he f our th 

·::e dne sday in January of 169 2. The c ar.munal lar.s were generally read 

t hree t. imes, on d ays when t he Torah was r ead . ::iomet1mes a cri er • &s 

used 1n t he Jewish ..... U&.rter . 

Laws o f the year 15g4. Revision or l6g2 l a~s of clothing. 

: • 30. J:.. woman may wear no mor e t h t.n three rings on Satu.r­

d l!y , four r i n··s on hol i days , end not mor e than ooe l a r ge one i n each 

c bse . For r el i g ious cere~onie s and family celebrations, tour rings 

are pt.r 1:1 it t ed , t wo o f the:n large, but ::1amonds , even arti f i c i al, a.·e 

forbidden. 

P . 31. i'/omen :iust no t wear coats a nd ve i ls i n synfi80gue, 

exce pt gi r _s under f1fte~n. 

·i1omen who wear bo;1J1ets t.10 s ynti.gogue or on the atreet :ous t 

not '-&B.r them on week-dqs decorated w1 t l! t l ov.er s , gold or s ilve r, or 

embr o idered 1, gold o r silver or spangles. The strings of ~anen ' a 

bon.::ie ts ~no hair-kno t r i bbons, enc s trincs un1er t ~e cri!l of the ir 

hat s must. no t be of gold or s ilver . I n :... :':Or d , bonnets ou ght t o be 
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or simple materials. Brocaded booneta or gol d or aUTer, eTen on the 

under part o f the bonnet mey not be worn; aor an U'aDap&rent Jl.6ter1al• 

to be worn on the underside ot the wua. On Sabb11tbs ant holidays, 

»1ooons of gold or silver on bonnets are permitted but no ape.nglea 

or brocaded gold or silver, nor ribbons brocaded 1r1th e:;old or s11Ter, 

nor hanging knots • ....11 women may wear bonnets or cheaper ■Uk 

(mousel1ne) With unpleated lace and not larger thtlll one-fourth ell. 

P. 32. Law 6. Veils •1th spangles or pe~l• are absolutel7 

!'or bidden. 

a. The bride-to-be, young bride, and thet pregnflllt YtOmen 

should not be s een in her home i n rorbidden cloth1Il8 even 1n the most 

obscu~e part or the home. 

9. Head-dresses of the mode or invented at the moment 6re 

fo rbi:iden. 

10. Allots and r ibbons on clott es a~e for bidden, both 1n 

front s nd in back , even those littcc hed to ~p=ons. 3oys and girls, 

too , muy not ~ea.r ostr ich plumes in thei~ hats. 

Young girl s ' bonnets wi th l ace ribbons of s 1lve= are permit­

ted. Bonnets of brocade of i::olc or silver, or t:1a t 1erials of c;old, 

silv er• spangles are abs olutely f orbidd e n to all. 

13. Entire costumes o f broce.de d cold o r is1lver , or br ocadea 

s i lk ore forbidden. Jackets r; 1 th s l eev e s o f br o•acied silk a.re per­

m1ssi b_e. 

Hats .-1 th pl umes or f urs a re l'orbid l en to all women. S:iall 

I skull ct..ps \71 th large ribbons ~ l"e 1'orb114ell. 

15 . Skul l caps o f expensive ou ter i als aNt f orbidden. 
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Legi■le tors end doctors may wear -.14;a • 

Sl. Clothlng ot Yiolet or purple tat1'et1l are approYed but 

o t her shed.es a.re f orbidden {1Ag1slat1on on Te11s 1s here repeatecQ. 

Laws ot the year 1697. F. 37. Clothing made • 1th gold end 

s11Yer or other luxurious materials, the sight o f .1h icb offends Jews 

and non-Jews• 1s rorb1dden. 

1. ill ere rorb1dden to war clothes ha,r111g gold , sllftr, 

or embroidered nowers. This applies to r elig iou n ceremoni es and 

f urt1ly f e asts , too, and to clothes nanuractured f ro~ that dey on. 

Ol d fancy clo t hes may be \10rn on Rosh H&sh anah. 

2. Xo 1110men could ..-re ar more t b.e!l three r ings on ::ia.bbe.th and 

no l arge ones . On holidays, f our rings Ei.r e pe r:n11;ted, includ ing one 

l arge one . Th is latter a ppl i es also for fami ly f E1asts but t wo lar ge 

ones a re pe m 1 t t ed. Those \.'ho prepare t he r.eddine; couch or whose 

sons are celebr a ting 3ar- ~1tzvah may weer f ou r r1D4Ss, t wo o f which are 

large. Diam.onds, even arti ficial, a re a bsolut e l!' f orbidden. 

F . 38. 3 . All Q:>men mus t •ear veils be :f'ore enteri:18 the 

s ynagogue. 

Young brides of t "~lve to fourteen do no t re~u ire a veil 

during t he first ye ar of :.:1arrie.ge. Thos e ! i tt.een years ot age do not 

re~uire one : or the f.irs t three mo nths of , e.rriage. 

ill women may f!P wi thout v e ils or c l oaks t o praye r on ~e.t ur­

dey 9 nn1ng, on t he eves of holidays. evenings or t he week 6nd Pur im. 

4 . Bracele ts o f ~o ld , ornamented silver, e.nd br ocaded gold 

sashes are Lbsolutel j' l'o!"bidden to all ~ :ne n, i ncludi ng godmo t he r s , 

':7ed6 1n,: esco rts , and the pr eparers o f the nup t i al couch, but t he7 may 



weer them to the door 01' the synagogue. 

Those •bo e cccmp&Jl7 the br1de to the nup·~1 e..l dais, trom th• 

moment or the hair-cutting cerenony up to the nup1~1al bene41ct1on, 

the young bride ror the \7hole Saturday f ollowing 1;he carriage, end 

the rnoth..;r ore. Bar•L!itzvah nay .-.ear the above-mentioned until they 

reech tbe door or the synagogue. 

5. On Saturtay and holidays women may weiar only veils ot 

thin taffeta, their length and breadth to be regulated by the old 

laws. Godmothe~s, on the Saturday and evening pre,ceding the circum­

cision, are similarly c1rcumscribed. Veils of gold or silver are ror­
bidden, except on ~abbatb or ~pinnholtz; but t he ~~ther, mother-in­

l n;-; , s1s~ers, sisters-in-law, grandmothe r s, aunts, and wives or 
uncles [or the bride] may wear this type o :f finery, Just as on the 

two d ~s of the marriage. Women conduotin.g the bride to 

under the nuptial dais are included 1n thia exception. 

JLs for veils ffi th spangle• or pearls, t hese are forbidden to 

ell wcnm even f or reli g ious ceremonies end fe~i l y feasts. Women who 

:na.!~e such veils !:Uet conform to the rules. 7hose who diaobey are to 

be fined ten cteichsthaler w1 thou t any leniency, no·r may they do such 

work any lens er. 

6 . !~o youne; E;i::-1 :4JE.Y weer her he ir f i xed :.1 t :i spangles or 

pebrls exce pt on the Seturdey foll~~10£ be troth~l , with or wi thout a 

fo:r.r.t.l en~uGernent, or on the ~ebba t h of t he little Sp1nnholtz, up to 

t he ~ooE:nt the dance is finished. ':'11en they [the .sp&.nGles) must be 

r eooved 1:-unediately. 

AS for pearls, they a re 6.lr.ays forb1d<ien ·to you~ c;irls. 

, . ·,,o::ien who have Just been in co:ifine1Ue11t or L. bride, 

dur1n.t: the seven c. ·.ys o f uarrl&&e, ought not to be seen on the streeit 



\11th f inery or forbidden j e wels, ne1ther before tlle door of t.be house, 

nor in hallways, at Windows, nor any pls.ce whe :-e ~.h e c t1D be seen tr0'3 

outs ide. 

8 • .Ul ooirtures w1tn top-knots r,1th r ibbon, and others that 

are h igh on the bead, in b1tat1on or ~on-J'ews, are ;orbidden t o all 

women. Young g irl& under eleven can GO bareheadecll. 

9. 0str1oh plumes and riubons on hat s are f orbid ' en to all. 

Lace and silver ribbons are all right for young gtrls . oonnets with 

spang l e s, pearls, or em~ro1dery of eol~ and silver are f orb1dden to 

e.11, e.l. ways. 

10. Dressing gowns ornamented •1th lace are forbi dden, but 

wi thout l ace they are permitted. 

11. Brocades of @:P l d and silve::-, gold £:.%lld s ilver tissue, 

evE:n for blouses &.nd sleeves , ar e ~or Jidcen to all. women, even at 

r e11.-.1ous cere~onies c,nd l'a.":111:.r f e i.sts. 

12. b.11 l &ce embroi de r:; , brai d 1n cold a,r s11 ver, even 

artif icial, i s forbidden to bl : , on coats, shoes, or other finery. 

on young boys• caps or cert ain bonnets o r youn{. e:;1.rl s , it i s penn1s­

si ble. 

Servants may not weur on the i r bonnets le.ce 1 tr. gold or 

silver , even urt1!ic1al. Other l ece 1s bllowed . 

13. Shoes o f blue l eather , or any otht r shade ex; e p t wh ite 

or bl~c~ , a r e t orb1dden. Also s hoes of velvet or othe r such ~eter ial 

or embro idered are ~orbidcen. 

14 . C-n apr ons and on m.oscons no lace hi ~·her t !l.Bn one-rourth 

1 ell \'/1th a bius 1.::. r,ermi tted . ·,:omen o.nd young £; ir·l s are 1ncl•ded 
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19. Coe.ts with gold embroidery are pennitted; but ~1 th 

spangles or pe arls they are f orbidden to all ~omen at all ti.mes. 

Coe ts with lace of' 11:ore than one-qu arter of an ell a.re perm1 t ~ed only 

dur i ng r elig ious cere~oni e s bnd fem1ly feasts, under _ene.lty of one 

~.ei chsthal e r i'or e ech offense. 

22. : :en and 110P.?en 1nv1 ted to e ball in t he city mus't dress 

i n Lccordan ~e wit; the establ i shed rule s. 

23. ..omen should not c:o i n the s treet with open co:.l a rs or 

t o t:i~ s ynt2gogue, subjec t t o f 1:ie. (Compere \'11th #33, our p. 44. ) 

24. ~eauty ~arks a.c s l a!' t idden to e l l won en, subject to 

f ine for et:.ch o!·rense . 

25 . Th e old rules against r.igs stend. ~1bs for men are ror­

':> i c.den. In ca se of illness, if t:. ::ian appe crs be for :; l! notery public , 

~~e unmarried man may wear one. 

26. $ashes, chains of gold , gold coins l1:1ade up b.S orace­

lets], g~s, e ve n ar ti :· ic el , r, earls on the nee:~ or arms are ror bidden 

0 :1 &.1. l occasions. A betrothe d g irl, or. the fi:- s t 5e~ur e.C:i.y [fol~oWine; 

t r.. ceremon:,J, :nay wear the jewel s c i ven her o::i the J&tur1e:.y pre­

ce d inr- the eTl(;uge:::ie :it , but not there!. f t er. 

Persons ·.,;ho up to nor: b .fPte i..e.c pe:-:::iss 1on to wes.r pearls in 

the ir eers nay cont i~ue to wet.r t hem. 

27. '/eils · i th ; old or thin t affeta, ~-h i te or blt.ck , ::r:.1s t 

act be more than six one-fourths o f u :.:etz ell. .. 'he oana ec br o i 1er e _ 

i u the fro n t he.s & specified b::-et.dth ; 1.het ! :. t h e r ear 1s so:-:le llhat 

s horter. ,;u1 te t1n d black veils :.t.y ht.ve t o ;)b..."lds in :'ront b.Da t ;iree 
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i n o~ck. ':'hose r.1 tb e old ~ Y have only cne bend i n f l"'Ont a nd three 

in =-~ck . The s 1'3 e -:-.111 .aa'/e only two p i eces o: l &ce t1E..de or t hread . 

Thi s is 10-; t oo cl ear but the t e:xt pe~1 t s o !' no o t!'.ier tran•-

1::. tion. 

45 . ·rounc ., i r l :-; ;1r. .. y no t wee.r t h e :ie-:, mode of apr on i n 1-,1-

t~tion of the Gen t iles , no me.t t e r \':h&t colo:-. Girls ::b.y not wear 

ribbons of t &f feta or other r i b oon-, , o f tiny colo:- , in t he :'oru o f 

-:.tu st- sashes ; me.:-r1ed \10cen even less s o . On ordi~:::-y ~prons, g i rls 

!"lay wear ribbons bu t t hey ~nu.s t be bl acic, s ubject t o f ine. 

The f ollowing laws Lre taken tro~ SUlzb.ach •s s hort a r ticle 

on clo thing l aws from seventeenth ce ntury Fr ankfor t: 

P. 211 . ?.~any ~ rn1n gs h ave been issued a G&ins t t h e luxur y 

of the st&te , of ~ ~en end g i r l s but r ew ~ey hee d . There f ore, t he 

11re s i dent , tbe r abb i snd his t \10 ass i s te.nts , i n ~le pr e s ence of the 

head r ubbi and h i s asso c i 6tes , agreed to e.nnounc e: 

F . 212 . ~ery Goc- feeri ~c wo-c~ or ~irl shoul u be s _en i n 

which s t t. ~ ::i ~er t ·:o yec:!"s: 

L no clothes embroidered i r. co l d or silver. 

2 . :,o Je..,els or ;;ebl'ls exce? t for one ri:12 on e e:ich h&nd . 

3 . ::o clot· t:s r. Li ch immoues:l y e x, ose i: :1e ~hroot . 

• .. o f lov: er_ or plU!:tes on :.Le •. e a d . 

.. ... . . ,0 o_c c. r.c.i ns . 

c. ;,o !led&ls. 

~ . . o ha t s . • 

::l -· ::o 60ld ..-:e. t cl) t; s . 

-. . . o e pr ons or :- i bbon.~ e :-~u~ t bc bo ~y . 
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A ~20 tine 1s t o be 1t:iposed f or viola ti.on ot the above 

:-ules, one-halt o f ':'lh1ch goes to the Com!!lunity c hest anc. the other 

t&lf to the hos p i t al, e n d 1s to oe r u th le~sly enforced • 

• 213. The second of fens e i c curs ~ fine and t he ~ccused 1s 

pub:icly proclaime d i n t be synagogue as e. bold WO'?lan. The third 

0 1fense incurs o fi ne tt. nd excommunication. i'hes e rules are w be 

strictly enforced so t het o ffenses ~ 111 not be cocm1tted. The help 

o~ the gov ernment c~n be enlisted. 

? he follo :;,.r ine; are t aken f ro::i Schudt ' s oork , IV Theiles, die 

: : r Conti nua tion , a nd ~p~ly to t ne Frank~ort cOt:IInun ity ; 

r . e1. Le ~s pa sed on Thursday , 17th day o f Te.mmuz, July 

19 tr. , 1715 . 

l C. Children ' s c l othes ( 1. e ., new born o~be) must cost no 

r1o!"e t :.b!l t e ::i florin; t he I od f a ther ' s , f ive dollars . 

18 . .. 1t h reg a=-d to t he clc c:.ir.-.; o: .. -:. 1·1es &nd young ,·:oo en, 

vel v=t a~d , of course, if s ilver or ~olc t hread ure used , t hose al­

r--t -l :.:u.e.e ... :1 . es _e cit:.l.ly thos t .. ,. :...t ere 1.0 be :i:ade tre f orbidden 

·.i :-1der pe nalty of exp ul s ion. · nder c l o thirtb of t he stir.a ::iti ter1e.l is 

: e r i C:den , t hose &lr~d:,· t:'l lide t:.S ,.i, .i..1. t..s those ye~ t o oe ~ acie , 

e::ce r, \. to :'!:e '10: .. ~r o: t:i.: roo-:: t; .. :1.: to t .te r _a e u :1ce r t it. (,nuppa. 

l S . /o:,en ' s c lothi::c fo1· .,)e -ur dcy e :ld ho l F e~.rs :-.~ be -.:ade 

o: o:il:1 ... !le col or t.:iC .u:,· c os t. :.o :,o r e t.,~!1 2 . 50 . .~s for tl.ose 

c..lrs£:::. ·-:u:e , t :.os~ t . at co st ·.1p t o t . .ree a nd one- .nt:.l f f l orin . .lbY be 

n - ~ C"'l ~eb •u t n e•,e n i f 1 .: i:~ ·,or e t .. :.n oa e or t 1.'ll:> colors . :'~ose 

t..w., c o s t t Lr ee t1nr: o ne- hulf f l or i n to t b r e t dolla:rs nc.:•• ve •,;o:-n 

,"'J l: o , :::ol ~d'l~-s . :'hos_ costi n1:. :,or ::.. t t.an : a r .: _ ciol:f.t.•s ere pro-
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20 . On week d&ys 110 woman may ne~r any silk clothes except 

ha ts and they must be ot one col or; end e s ;>ecie.l.ly they :.iay han no 

:::-ch~erluck, n1ght-eo"1l of s ilk, also no rle ffrock,, or c o&ts wi th 

~lou:ices . 

21. i3oc. 1ces r: 1 thou t slee-,e s end bre&s t-clo ths v:1 thout 

sle eve s mey not be worn on the street by wo~en. 

22. 1:1i;ht-c;owns with di ffe r e nt flounces , n1 €'.ht- t:owns ot 

~:;il f." o f one color , or c 6.rtun, or fur caps are perm,1 tted i :i the house 

bui: no t o n the s treet. . :i ght - i;o i"ms e r e fo~'.:ciden al together to young 

wo~en , even in the hou s e . 

23 . ~hort c l o t hes are pror. i i,itec , u nder :;;e :io..l t y 01 ban ; 

also curl s , .Krollen { a type of curl ) , ruse he ir, - 1es~r5er, end 

powder ro:- the na1r. Yonti::.ns,e o r night-clo tt.es are f orbidden to eJ.l 

·.1roen. 

This l er,, e ppears peculie.r . ':'o i nclude c l othes and cosmetics 

i n t he seme law i s e oit unusual . :he l&tt er :;;ortion puzzl es us al-

24. In the futtU"e , ~~ ::e n cay ·..:eer s hoes &nc s l ippers of 

:h.ck o:i:.y , ~·; i th ::o eI:1bro ider . or d e corat i o ns . ·those one e.1. re e.dy 

Lei s &re in o r der • 

. o t e in the tei: t: ~h i s l a·., wc.s p as s ec to r ores t e.11 t he 

ross~bi~ity o. e ; hr i s t i t.n : ~ · t o : or ce J e~s vO ~e::.r one blac k shoe 

v1 o~e ·.vhite or red , h S 1 i d the _'11:!'ks. 

l ~ . Under pentu t y o !:- & :x.. :i , l uce i s not to be boa.-t f or 

'"" O:'<. t ~~:1 one • l ~ri n for t. ~r e be nt e ll ~ costl ~· l. t!ce], oor to e 

£.·:c ..... _cc , .1or t ,o colo r s purch ased at t he St!me -: i.·,e, nor to 'buy 

l b \!1;; J. ::>:1~ •. 1 t !l other . .1ti t e:-1b.ls. ..o subtert\tt;es EL.re t o be e.::ipl oyed 



1 t o g e t ar01.1nd the l aw. In the future, no cowl may be worn With more 

then t wo Frt:.llkrort ell s. Kor 1s 1 t e..llowed to buy t ,..,o l 6ces totalling 

t·.1c florins 1 f o:1e of them cos ts mar e t l.t1n one f l orin . 

26 . As far neck-clo t hs and &? rons ~ 1 th lace , t hey ~ey not 

~e ~sed eve n i f t hey e.re old . aut t he l ace c e n be cut off b Od used 

;.or 6 c ov; l even tho \.U!)l 1 't. c osts ::iare t h e-0 one r l o:r i n f o r e.n ell; bu t 

thc r 1:: rruy not e :nore t han tlio : r bn!'.for t e l l s in the cov.l. 

27. Colden veils e re f or bi dd e n e xcept on weddine ays to 

t nE; motae r o r t .. e room u.nd the b r i de. ~.o (!."Old 'f&1l p ins are to be 

us ed . 

Tert note: J ewish wo men used to ~ear het s wi ih peints to 

--::hie!:. i t1e veils were t.t t ached by gold or silver pins, some t i.'nes aet 

28 . Gold dlains , e;;old belts , Anh!ncker, or boxes (set?] 

with c;ems , e s pec i a ll1 pearls, ear-r1~ s t1i th g e::is are ubsolutely 

fo :-b i dden. Younc wo:.1en oey wear no rings . 

21. J.. yoo:ic c:1:-1 -::ey not oove r herself exce ? t with a cap 

:-. i t l: bit.ck lE; ce , u :1:ier & f1:ie o :· 7:our d ol l a r s . 

32 . lio :noid-servant, o :i s,1bbetb , holidays , or we ek-days, 

·1by wear s i l k clot hes . l'rans (;l'ession i ncurs expuls i on fro, t he 

co·n uni ty . 

34. ; .arried and s 1:iele :::ien r.:e.y on we c:,c- deys weer :io clothes 

1 inec. r. 1 i t, si l k , mu ch l e ss silie clo t i: i ~ or cot:. t s, under penal. t y o f 

t ,\en ty a olll...:'s . 

35. On Sab'!>.u ~h & nd b.ol l 1e.y s :narried :::ie n ~ey '::eLr no a bbat ,h 

cot. t. o l' silk , even thouc:h 1t Wts :nbde previously, under pene.lty or 
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be.n and b f ine of henty doll ars. Single men, 1f they alreLdy have 

such man tles, may wear them, but ne• o:ies mey not be made or boug.ht, 

unoer the penalty mentioned. Even strangers ~ay no t wear them unt1l 

they a re members o f t he COillllluni ty. 

36. Blunte (blonde?) or white wigs are forbidden, under 

?en.el ty of ban. 

38. 1.:arrieci and youne; men may wear no buttons of gold or 

silver threec s on their clothes. On Sabbath young men may ~eer no 

gold c l o th shirts, under oon and a ten dollar f ine. 

39. On week deys no silk Tel i t h ~ay be worn under f i n~ of 

t ·::o collo.r s . 

These l aws are t o stend for twe :it y years. :~o pe.rtie.11 ty 1a 

to be shown t o anyone . 

:'he f ollo\7i :1E; a re :·ro;1 r.:-unv. u.l.d ' s Hochze1 ts- und ;;J.eider-

or onung , f'or tt e .,·ea.rs 1715 and 1734 . 7nese l e.-:s a ;:p l y ; o the com-

r.iu; • • ties o i 1.a.mburc uno ...J. t.ona. 

/11, under se c : ion o~ clo thing . .:o Fal ::l a.den are to be ··1£.de 

o~ clo thi nc in th e 1uture by -~~en, youne £irls , or children; i f s.ny 

.):'le deals again i n this, .'.le is 1 1 a bl e t o a t wen ~Y dol.16.r 1 ine. . ._e 

uoo hides 1 t 1 s considereo t.s tLo •~ .. he hb~elf o:-oke · .. he le\': . 

2. ~1lver or ~~ l d cloth, or border ed wito silver or ~old , 

or l e.ce or ,i::ie l ace ere for bi oc en to woi'le :t end c 1rls, fro".:! ! e ad to 

f oot; b t . tats a:10 f'urrf:c caLs ....,hl c:l t hey havt lts c, ;:: r eTiousl:: t hey 

':lay :.ear; but no net. huts o r .u2· r e<! c 1..;: s o f ~ilver or ( old, un~er 

:' int: of t we:: ty dollus . :,See on ht.:. s t-::id b:-t; t:.s:- c lo tt.s w-e e.11 ri~ •• t. 

3 . :1orien should wee. r hL't s end nood s o nly ;-:1th 6. loop or 
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l e.ce; but no double-high hoods, 01r Berlin hoods; no bc.n- s on ther.:i. as 

t e s s e l s ; al so no bb.:ld s 1i'1 t h '1:h i chl 1.0 tie ; onl~· bra id (or p iping). 

4. Silken n i ght-gowns cn f t r.o colors a r e f orbidden to wcnen, 

end c1rls, and children. Saarf s must e..lso be or one color. 

5 . !. l t;ht-s o .. ns w1 th lac:e or :Fe.lbl eden e.re forbidden to women 

t..nd t irls. 

6. Velvet for clotn ing , a lso for lin i ngs 1s forbi dden w 

,.-,o-.,en anc. e, 1r l s , except for black vel vet , for t nat ,;hie:.. the br ide 

wei, r s under the Chup1)e., end c u f f s, on t he clothes. 

7 . Fl &ten and ne ck- c l o t h s wi th ll.c e &:·e 1. oroi dden to ~o:1en 

;;,.:id Gi r l s, t:..l s o to the br i de on b,er we dd 1:i-... d e.y ; loose-f itting 

s l e eves ~re ~lso 1orb i da en . 

8 . D1enonds , pear l s , or _old , e·,en art U'1c1a l, &re f orbi d .. en 

t o ·:.o._en anc c ir l s ; only one ri nc; :,ey oe ':'.orn, but a t i ile betroi;h&l. 

oan ~uet bild on the 'Re d din ~ d ay .;:11e bride .6.:J ~:ear t l e s e . 

g. : ollc.rs of s eul e or pe le t l ne or s eble, marten-ru.r, or 

er::ine a;·e : or oidc!e n tc ·:,omen anc. rl s . 

10 . I,emmel-platen are l or bi ,;rie n to '\',o:ie :1 but µe rmi tted to 

Li r l5 , ou t d vhout s i l Vel' or ._·o:d . 

11. .:omen c lL t i:ls · -~· t:eur s hoe s a:iC.: s l. ip;er s o 1 blr::..ck 

t:::ith':: r onl :v wi t. u no d e co r a t. ions 0 :1 ther:. ; nor may the groom <io hOllor 

:.o ~i s :.rid e ::,:i t~ 1:- wedd i nc: <i t y e xc.:e p t wi \.h shoe s o f th is sort 

Lri r o . 1.bly ti::. u e; i f t ). 

12 . J o l ish oo~ts e..~<l ~ n t ouchen, a l so co a ~s · t~h whale­

~one used i o stiffec tile c l vtt , iro<l ~i re, o ~ 7own- bunos, o r any 
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o ther mater1al.s to at1f fen the ~ater1&1 are ror t i dt en to •omen, 

~ rls, Wld child ren. 

13. !+eek-cloths sewe4 m. th s11Ter or gold are forbidden to 

1;:o·aen line g irls. 

14 . °iO!Jlen and g irls mey not go f r om one place to ano t he T, 

~lso not to 1.1.tona , if it 1s a -.:>rk - dey , much l e s ~ on nt.rket day , 

\':it:iout ~e 4e nk le1d; :io r on Sabbe. t h or hol i i ays , especi&lly in public, 

:1uc h less t o school, wi thout ~egenkl e id; nor May one go more "th.b..ll 

three houses d i s t ant without them. 

16. f&l o. tin i s :orbidden to .:or.1en e.nd ~i rls unless :nt:.de or 

·· lti ck ve lvet without tassel■, also without. sil k , r..11 me more v.·1thcut 

silver or ePld. 

17. Gold or silver 't:lf..nds on Fonta ng1en and : lesen a.re for­

:. i .. den to e;i:-1s . 

lQ. Ho three \'lo~en or i::; irls, much less e. greater number, 

shell ,:o for a walk in t he eve n ine wi t hout Regen:<:leid; nor on Sabbath 

or hol i deys are TTo~en or L1rl s to ca~her tor ether in rroo t of a door. 

20 . uats -..· 1th tassels or !'e& t l"~c rs, or t'Olf• or s 11 ver e ven 

~it~ou t tessels , bor d ~red . :ib s ilver or eolc lace ore foro1dden to 

r irls 1.1nd c hi ldren. 

21 . :-/o:nen or ' irls who wea.r s i lk ni t h t-6ot7Ils even of one 

:olo:- , o r pl1..: i n "l i _jl;- 1 •offlls , or h6.ts o f ,--old clot , or f ur ht:.t.s i.1 tb 

-: i :v. r or ,:o l d w.n ich ~ne:; a:.p;:, e n to bave h&d p reviously may no .. be 

,ore 1"l the street ·,; ithou t · e.-enklei d , or wi~hout a cover over th 1.r 

c~;3s ; nor n:-y ':.tle~· s it ce1ore i:be door d resse d thus . 

22. : egenkle 1d wi t .:i 1~ce 1 s forbidde n to wo:nen &nd .;1rla; 
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a l so the making of new silk. 

23. l ~o new fashions are to be 1ntronuce4. 

24. The eodl!lother shall take t he child to synago£1,1e rt th 

:wo 'Homen a nc the y shoul d wear Re&enkJ.eid, even on workdays. 

25 . h servant Eirl must wear no ~ilded or silver lace on 

her hc!t , or silver clath, and no Fontan,gien or Flei:;en, no silk clothes; 

:ior nay they have a new embroi dered coat made, under penalty of one 

do llar . 

26 . .;1ves and children 01' 1.oc tors are also bound by these 

l e.ws . 

This is t he only inc.tea t ion throughou t t hese 'PE.c.es that a 

doctor ha d special pr171leges. 

27. Silver enc gold on the clothes of men e.nd boys , end on 

t •. e i :- unde:-s .. irts c..re forb1dcen; e.lso !}ut : ons o f t;o ld or silv e r wire , 

··ol d cloth and velvet; e l s o 1'or l ini:i£ ; o:il y bl~ck ve lve ts and under­

..J: irts u:-e pe r ::11 t ted . 

29. !.t e ll f u:ier . l s , a.t t t e escorti n~ of t !.. e dee.c , ::o ;;o-::.en 

s:-i::, 1l r -o ::i thou t. u .. e4e:i'<.:~ i~. 

31. .;o!ne::i ~-:us t not _:o t o E 1;or.::s r: 1 t hou t .ia ts. 

32 . ,/onen and g irls ::ius r.. ::io : EO to c.,. \7ec.c 1::it~ ·,-rithout rie€,e n ­

.:leid rca , 01 cou r 5e 1 l e :..Tu 1'roo the:-e » i : out 1:hem. 

« . .Ii th re .,:e.rd t o the l c.w tigainst aiemo:ids, pe1.. rls , t.n<i 

eold t he viola t or :1u s t po.,:_. !:. f our doll c.:- fi ne : or t he fir s t o ffense, 

e1 ir. t dol l br s i.he s econJ ti=-ie; the u:tird -:.in e is t; t .; he d iscretion 
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45 . Ee:1ceforth "lO clotr,es of t wo colors a r e to be · .ade by 

wo:,.eo , on~J e dark mu sc h or brown, u!lder penalty of t ffen t y dollars; 

:,hoeve r t ro.nsgre sses {.nd conceal.3 t he !'act 1s considered es t hout:h 

ue vi o l ~t ~d a se~red t.ine;. 

cenceforth no one sht..11 ~e::.r ~ r i m over h is Talith like 

those hung over t he he~ci i n t he synagogue, whi ch the groom 51ves or 

~akes; only wh ite, of silv~r ooh~1r with l ace or f i :1e lace of four 

fi~cer s ' bre Ld~h of ePld, under penal ty e bovement i oned. I f the bride 

bri~cs more t han ,5000 t nen the eroom n ay ~£Jee 1t as he likes . [TL1s 

i s not entirely clear to us i n sp i te of c are tul s t udy .J 
4 6 . \7boever g ivea .;400 or le5s as dowry , h is de.·.iglHer may 

c t no s il% clo ~hes fro~ hi;n. rnose who c.re a lre~d7 betrothed e.no 

I.ave alre ~dy ? Urchasec t hese clothes shoul d proclaim publicly t hat 

Ltese had ~een bouGht be fo re the l a w was passed, under penalt y of 

t,..;;:1 :!ol l a r s , -::it :. no comp&.ss io:i. 

The fo l low1nc are f r om Gr u:-r,;~ld's ed it i on of · ·1tteiluns en1 

:.eft III. The l aws u:-e for t he three com::un1 t ies o:· ::anb-..:rg , J>.l tona , 

,i€.ndsbek to t he ye a r 1726 . 

,..:ay 1718. # 21. .;:. women i n co:ifi ne:ient 1s 10:-oida.en to put 

6ecorat1ons i n her r oom or o.ro~nd her ~ed o f sil ver or 60l d o rne.:nents, 

or to adorn !ersel: ,':"1th ci i f..r11:ma s or pe hr ls; tu:.- t hdr:lore , she r::1ust 

fo . low t.11 t he pro71s ~ens of t .-.e coi:::,uni t:; l e : s . Jso , f. t suc!l oc­

ca s i ons , Kulosch mus t not be s ent froci rel a ti·t e s e r _riencs t o the 

co:1fi ned womo.n, :1or •.:e_:1 s .ne t:-ea t the ;,o -:.e n i n t.i1e hou s e wi t h be:-:ea 

e-oods , cake s, and l i ~uor; nor n ay she s e :id c r ee.n or co:1:·ec t i ons, 

u .. der pen&.l ty o f t wo do l lars . 
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(The latter vort1on oi" this l aw is out or ple.ce end sbou.ld 

be included leter trith the laws of banquet& and tood; but we did not 

like to s plit 1 t up since 1 t is i ncl uded as pe.rt or one l av]. 

•1,z3 
jJ t.J • 

neck- cl o th. 

On Sa bbath one may 1,ear a black be.t but no colored 

il83. The following are forbidden t o married men; Velvet 

c l othes or velvet facings on the coa t , Jeweled buckles, even •1th 

art ' f ic1al gems, Pietten of fine lace, colored shoes or slippers. 

They may wear colle.rs and ce.p s ot bluck velvet , a l s o but~ns 

o~ silver thread in their clothes, and neck-cloths with f ine lace. 

If one buys his way into the community, or buys hi s w&y in 

0 1 the condi t ion that t he above mentioned be allowed him, the elders 

m~y dec ide t h.at he oe excluded from t his ordnance. 

f l84 . Un::narr i ed per sons s !le.1 1 wear no s i l ver or g0ld l ace 

or f ine l ace on their olo t .:.es, exce p t on the s l eeve ~ of the under­

vest . Similarly , Bruidpietten a.re forbidden to narriec and unmarried. 

Cn the o t:ie r hand, neck- clu t ~s wi. th f i :ie lace are permitted to 

;narri ed per sons. 

#185. ~o~en ~ust wear no colored sil k c l o thes except black, 

bu~ it must have e wool b~s e in which t ey mer.e sleeves o f silk 

?iet erie.l, but t he.:-e is to oe no s1 · ver throucbout. ,'i1 t h ve lvet or 

otter f r ocks mus t ~e worn aprons which a.re one- ; uarter ot a 3rabant 

ell longer t hen the frock , tmd the f~ock must no t be tucke d up. 

It 1s for b i dden io r. ear g loves or "'luffs embroidered •. 1 t t e;-old 

or silver, o::-- f i ne l aces or 1..,'0l ·..: or silver o::i their clothing ; or 

t r!..i 1e -:! ,,Li t (; fine l tice on t be undershirt, al so .'orscbelcben or a;:-rona 

~: itt nr.e. h,ce , or covered wit h t'lower- work , buttons o f so l id or 

t . .re{ld s 1: ver , e;:cept on the und~rshirt; c&ps embroidere d with s11Yer 
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or cold, shoes or s11p;:,ers decorated w1 th gold or silver or ot a1lk 

!!leterial or with fine l ace e.nd ribbons; especially, DO kind or 

colored shoes or sl 1ppera are to be worn, except bleck or shiny 

Cornetten, caps, tur hats with tur-work of any k1n0, or of silk , and 

t hread caps(?) , pearls or gold chains, or othe r Jewelry of diamonds ; 

s imilarly, semi-precious s tones, e6.r-rings of pearls or d iamonds or 

of semi - precious stones; diamond rings or ri~s set nth semi­

pre c ious stones . (Two golden, plain i~µgelringe but no more are 

approved. j Cold key-rin~s, rur collars of sable, marten-rur, or 

lynx , e l so scarf s ntt f i ne lace ; s i l k , also ribbons woven ~1tll s11• 

"' :: r or ._·old on the aprons , or used to t 1e the £.pron, l oose-t itting 

s l eeve s ~nd ntndoietten, also ribbons on the hands [wris ts?); but 

t :.e a ~ s :nust be cov~red and not exposed to s1e;ht. ill kinds or 
s~ole, ~ar t en- f"ur, lynx on the outside, muct l ess to l ine coats 

t ~&re,rith; also Swedish trocks, Tab~e ttenzeµg where t he s ilk is 

mi xed in (but Tabrett ell o: wool, lined in blac~, is permitted), 

colored e est-Ind.16.Il ha tten, an d plain silk, also of bleck, buckle s 

on t he shoe set w1 th dibmo~s or semi-pr ecious stones, hose em­

broidered With gol d or silver, bl ack beauty-patch o::i t he tace, 

., ieren on the n ead , f ri=lt: es o::i t l e oot.t --- all are f orbi dden to 

~ar~ied and unmarried persons. 

,#186 . ~;m:iar ried fe:::o.1 es mus t observe t he s a:ne le ws e.s the 

,~r r iec exce pt f or t he fol lor. ing : l oose- fittinc sleeves and 7or­

schel chen with f ine l a ce, bu t th e ur:,s ~us t be kept covered. 

Al so f orbi dden e re: f old and s ilver, white ~1ne l ace on 

~ht; . ead (r.ochpflec e [& co i ffu re?] ,,;1th ,i'ieren is per:t:ssi ble 1, 

:-i ~·a even o f pl 6 i n ~old ; nidl t-dr e sses evt n ~1 ~hou t l ece; a frock 

.. !.th :1or t ;~. :.. !l o :ie \•,h ite ltce til'oUnc t~ ::ie c:<. 

J ~o 1o~t ic ; en w-e: to !l.6ve t he he ir dresse~ (text note: 
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b:, a non- Jewess) o n Sabbe.th and hol idays, and curls ( text note: o r 

~ lse h e ir ) . False hair may be worn. Further than t his, t he la•• 

!'or !1l&rried \"10 :nen a re to be f'ollcr.:ed , excep t th.at unmarried women m.ay 

weaJ- Tabre tt material e.nd 3wed1 sh frocks, but no t o r ta. teta or 

color ed s ilk. They may wear a coat of t affeta. L.:aid-aernnta may 

neve r wear Tabrett. 

dl87. 1:en a.n d women, married and unme.rr ie<! , mu s t not 1ntro­

ou~e ::ie.-. l'es h1ons , even thos e t hat can no t be i ncl uded .:.ere in the 

_:...·,·:s , und er ~ena.lt:, o f a fi ne if they pe r s i st . 

;/188. I f any one from t he liamburf or .• e.ndsbek cOJ:Jmuni ty 

comes t o our syn~ ogue ( 1. e., A.l tona.} or appears a t public al't a ira 

(8(:., \';edd1ng- or c1rcumc1a1on- banq_uets ) i =-t h i s outfit and expresses 

h inself &Gainst S<XlB t hing enacted ·oy us , t hat one may be shown out. 

:o this end , su ch commu n i ties can h ave po i nted out to them t hat t hey 

~ust &lso enf o~ce regul ations witl re£arc to comouni t y c l o thes-l a~s , 

or t he y n ill ~o t be i ~v i t ed to a puolic celebr at i on i n our c ommunity. 

:k>ndy- Dwor sky have t h is t o con trib~te f or the year 1 601: 

F. 1126 , / 984 . Those commi ss i oners appointel to cont r ol 

'l'J :ies repo:-ted t.o t h e emperor , by or der o f t he court: "' e commiss i on 

~i !S si, .-~es t.;C r enewed t c.xes on ,-ol d , s ilver , und furs on court 

t .. L.c:1l s , tn.des;;eople , t..nd Jews by the next lecisle ~ive tlSse::ibl:, . 

- t l e Ls t ti-:o ye;..r s to : reve nt luxu:-y 1:, clo t i. :.~ · , j e 'i1elry , f ooct. 
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.a. B.J.N,.UATS, GUESTS, J'OOD 
.FOLA:J) 

Thia section deals • 1th banquets, food, b.lld g ifts. The 

f i rst is f rom the i 1nkaa. 

'.:ear , ·n. 
t>•. W1 th r egard to banquets: ~here people s pend .::1ore 

th::.n 1s necessary , every :.:ahal end community t hat h as a r e.bbl 1s re­

~uired to gather the leaders tmd t.he re bb i to overisee the number ot 

1-:1vi ted (:'\lests as 1s fitt i ng, tbr everyone accor ding to h is weti.lth 

i. :10 ~ccor dint; to the occosion. ;:o one mey cane to a banquet who bas 

no t ~een inTited through the ;:;.h m:1e.sh. In e. commun:ity that has no 

r cbbi, the nearest tleth Din should make provision. 

nn • ill Kahals a r e requi red •1 thin th1r·t y days trom t he 

1ty [of final arrangements} to make p r oper end fi t 1ting i nspection 

i n order to r educe e x pe nses, s ubj ect to pen6.l.ty ; t h e communities of 

ev-:;r y :1osh Beth Di n 1-:-e obl i ced to conduct themselires thus a fter t he 

cu s t o~'l of their Ros h Beth Din. The legi s l a tors sh1tll o.lso see to it 

t .. flt the ;:)heneisb shou l d not ac cep t the lis t o!' 1nv:i t ees of a ban~uet 

u:it il i t CuS oe en si()leci by the l e{;i s l t...."~ors. 

~n. ill Kalla.ls and co'""li.luni t 1es a:·e r equ.ire d to oversee 

.. :-d ,a'<e p roper pr ovi s i on t o r educe the e::pense of &n½·.1ets T.herever 

t~s3 1"cle ; whether poor or rich , ell c.:-e e c; ue l i., t :ti.et !10 :?lore ':.l:t.n 

r.:· :: •~?'e '..O l1.: 1·.vi t ed t o t he v:edc i 'lt De:i .uet , fo:rt:; to t.!1e circu.c­

ci::: ion l:..:i _u~~ . ~ :1•~ r~l-t1ves t.nd r e l i.. t ive s 1 ~.e1~ .: i ble : or tes t.i"lo :i,y 

:.:- ~ inr1'...~ed .. n tr.ese :1U:r.ber s . :'he Fe.J"nt.s si:-.. nusi inrose e 
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puni sbn1en t o f Herem in supe rin tending this prov1s1c►n L.nci all its de­

t t:.ils 'Nh ich t h ey d ecide upon w 1th regard to banquet;s. 

·:eE;.I" t · 211. 

,,11. In addition to preVious provisions ,, t he followi ng is 

c l~o agr eed upon: For the B'rith only twenty ~e..J t:e i nvited, in• 

cl ur.1ne the r a bbi, ch&zen, s h0?nesh , r e latives , e.nd r elatives 1nel1-

·1'1le for testi, ony e.ccorcing to the '1'orah; to t he wedd ing banquet 

o:ily thirty may be i nvited at the ti -r.e o f the serme>n, i ncluoi ng t hose 

· entioned ; to other bnn~uets , only t 'l7ent y 1ncluc. 1nt: t h e 1::.bove-mentioned. 

: . e ver:· :- : ny&n the!'e s hou l c! be t wo poor. 

le decree ~1th s l l seve r ity oa t he ~arncs of t he mo~th 

th~t he be careful i n h1s nonth not to s i g n a list for nore. This 

~ a ecreed for ~ll community leaders, especie..l.l y on the r arn~s of t ~e 

:.,o:-, tr.. llho trans gress es s hal l oe punished very se,rerely. a."'his also 

fl? : _ies to the shwnl:.sh that n e i n v i t e no ::iore . ...ve r y l&ader 6.lld hef.d 

.. h!. t e:t t eotl s ~ i,,an~u e t a.nci see s t h &t t ;,e re tU"e ::o:-E~ t han the fixed 

nu:ube:. 1s re~uired to p un_j_sh the t ransg ressor who co!!le s t o t he banquet 

·:a t r,ou t r..n invit at ion f'rorn t te shen:e.sh. 

,,n . ':'he banquet on the n i Lht be!'ore thE~ a ri th t h a t bap­

~e::i~ ,;o f all on a we ek- c.t.y 1s forbidden. 

cc~n. Si nce i t is a s1~ t o be exl ruvasw1 t at Me ddill.{; and 

:-itr. ban~uets , it 1s dec i ded r.ot to .ake eny .. edd:i ni:; banquets on 

- bot . th , tut onl~ on week aeys . 

he ~~k e1 or t he wedd i n~ feus t s~~l- h&ve on:y one 

L·.:1:1e t .!"t•~ - the \-:eac. i ri ·e.c:'lo:1y :;:::c i ~v ite nl:1 fort:,· J:eo~_e , 

.. .. -:~t.:!.>1 ve 01 rel titives inel1.:, i ble 1or l.e!.ti,ony b · t he Tor ell , ~e s t 
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~en, member s of the hou s ehold WhoI~ the groor.:i shelters , tbe r abbi, 

c~• zc.n , an d shr.m£:. sh. A'xcept tor 1tbat banquet, none are to be 1n-

vi t ed through the s hame sb for any ban~uet. For the ban~uet before 

t te ceremony , none 1n the house i s to be 1nT1ted exce~t the J'OUDg 

-:.en , bes t :::ien , and rel btives of ,:;be f irst degree , wid i.he members or 
t .. c: house ':ihom t he groom has g1ve11 shelter. 

•J"III• For the Br1th beJ1~uet only ten people ~by be in­

vited (c oI:lpe.re \11th J"\11 ), exclus:ive or rele.t1ves ineligible for 

testbony by t he Tort..h , the t:ohel , ciandak , rab 1, chazan, e.nd shamesh. 

2p,n. ETery maker o f a wedding banquet 1s ~or bidden t o 

i ive extras f rom his pocke t to any bon~uet. 

JS._... ~ iierem 1s t o be declared lit a ins t a sh am.ash so t hat 

he ·:;111 no t del1ve:- 1nv1 t ations f ror a b6.D.,.uet unless the list is 

~i_:ned : y t he Fernas o f t he month. 

,r,• . ?he Par na s ~us t see to it that t here a.re no trans­

::.:-~.:,..:i i o:is . The Po.rnas n :10 trans~resses find s i gns for ?:10r e then is 

:~· lo·.1cJ is as t hou,·h he Ct!uses one to eet for bidd en food; and the 

~t:..:e!' ol' i.he t;un--1.•Je t 1s to be puni shed s eve:-el · as o ne shocld be 

1tn.i :med \tho ceuses uno 'i..her to eat a f orbidden thine;. 

·!e t..r J · -,11 • 

rr111. ~1nce i t 1s fi t tin t o r educe expenses of b6.ll uets, 

i. •• e:-erore: , t.be provisions o f t e ·;enc. o f 1 6 70 shtll stend • but this 

.l.:; to be tidded: 3ver:,r ba n"1.uet on t he nic;ht oft e ce:-e::iony e.nd after 

s ' .t. _l ~u-re ::io -or e t nta.n t. mi n:rwi , 1nc lud in. even t he c roo:n , best c en; 

excluc1ni: ;te p• ,no wid t he ::iusi cians. 
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Year , • ., • • 

J>all • Since we have e.lreedy decreed t hat t nere is to be 

no ~~rri8.6e on ~abbath, now, according t.o t he tines, 1t 1a decided 

L t:. : ..-edd ings me.y be held on .-:,a bba th (!hy?l. However, t he s ermon 

{by t he l;!"oomJ and the ma1n portion of the f east ahould be on Friday 

~·,e n i nc b.Ild not on Saturday nlgb t et e.11. But on Saturday night 

t he~e m~y be a ~inyc.n a t the par t y, includinf rele tives, but no more. 

Tr.u s , t he crea t r abbis at t h e he.::.d s of the e.hal s are not included 

i n t ' . i s ..'t.kkanah. 

The follor.1ng are t e.._ic en tron Bal6. ban 's "iCre.kbuer .Tuden-

2eme inde Ordnung." 

F. 93. i/-80. Law& to Comoot Luxury. 

Those who Give up to ten large gulden inclusive me.y not in• 

v i te ·1o re then 2b men and the ir wives, exclusive of the re.bbis • 

c:.:...zb.O, one shame.sh, t he d.ersh e.n, wech .. 1:16 escorts , tno servants, 

t hose \7ho 11 ve 1D t he house, und tLos e who ct:.n :1ot leave t he house, 

e. c ., t he s i ck. Travellers are not i ncluced int is number, in 

&16 i~ ion, six young ~en and ~s : e.ny gi rls 6. S one likes; all t he 

,_-·; ~$ t s !!!.UY sen d. fish . (':'ext note ; p . 94 : It used to be ~ custom 

!'o~· -11 , ·ues ts to send fish; i n order to restric t t h i s , the sending 

c~ .t i .;:, 'l'Jb S l i.Mi ted ::o t :.Je necrr :-ele tives t. Ilc t o t he c l o sest circle 

The sr:t..~a s hL., v:ere -i;o ~nror i:l t h(; c;i v e:- o: th\; ban~ue t of the 

lt.\7S ptDta inin g t here to , how he 1 s t.o conduct e".e r y de tail. 

':hose wh o c i v a ,ore t han t en to t wenty large gulden ln­

c : •.1s 1 ve could i nvite forty men ~:Jd t heir wives, e xclusive of those 

, ent ione d ~bove , six you1lt; nen , rour se. vunts , ~nd any number of 

ei r l s . ;:'lose ·,tho c ave up t o ten c~ulden exc us1 ve m6.Y accept f ish 



- 68 -

onlJ f'ro~ rele t1ves 1nel1€;1ble for testimony blld " ~~ddinc esoorta • 

• :-o:::i twee ty to thirty Gulden, eque..l to one tlor1n , exclus1 ve, one 

~ u · i nvite f i f ty men 6 Dd their wives , exc l us ive of m o se ~ent1oned 

t-bo•;e, t 'ilel ve single •·.en, two cha.z.an1m, t ~o s b~sbim, tin serTe.nta. 
12 

Those mentioned. above moy make no cegema.J~ under any 

circumstances or by any trick, neither "server" o r relatives, except 

sons , daughters, children-in-la~ and those who 11vi:t w1 t h him in h is 

house, but no one 1s t.o ma:.-:e est1~ates , even br1de and groom, nor 

s hould he send. 1nv1 tet ions throU£h the shQ""Ja sh es ,.:.1 t h ot her ba.nc;ueta. 

From one florin to flor ins, 75 men e.nd th1eir wives may be 

i nvi ted., besides t hose excluded above, 6nd E:..11 t he c ~ezEni.l:I &nd 

shu.~:;.s h1:n; end a ban<tue t ~ay be g iv en on Sunday by i;bose who pey two 

flo:::- ins . 

::e who p&ys too t o three flor ins may 1nv1 t e e s "'16.IlT es he 

li':es , bu ~ no t a whole ,:e c ci 1nb, nor s ay a,,s,• , and f i s , t..re for­

~1aoen. On the ~1~st coy of t <le • eek he cay esk relctive s inel igible 

for t e s t i nony, those hho _ive ~1tt nm , r a bbis , trave llers, weddi ng 

e _co::.'ts . s er v t.:1t s , c~tiZb.Di , , 3Ild sr.c.::it.sh1m, but none o f t ese may 

From three f l ori ~s up , one .f..J · .~:t o. ~,bole wed i ll£ Wld in• 

~:tt h day for the people whom he t nvi t es r o r .':>eturday, t en 111,s,• 

~JSt be s ~1d on ~&turdaJ , WlC h e t ak(; S 

:'or t : o red Ztl...,ubL-n, u_n_ 1t..y c ell u p fifte en o.:en io the Tordl; tish 

t :-~ ! or ti den exoapt to ::-e le.1.1 7cs inelig i ble. t or t esti oa:· and 

-;,,e _ ~ i n e scorts , 

( ·ex t :1o t e ? , p . 95 - .... o t:£ives t wo to t .. r t:e f l orin do~ s &s -d l ~.ies 

,1 .... ~ c.o ~s :1ot :.~ve to .cuce a ·•ri· oltt .:e c.l · inti" ; ::ic,::-e t ~ ... ::) t . .!'ee 

fl orl , ne -;1.1s t "lb:<e e .. ho le \1edd1 , · , 1. e ., oun~ue1ts on :'hu:-sciCJ.y w-1 
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~unday ; 1n t h e synagogue , special Yozroth e.re recited ~nd fift een 

~en u.re called to the .~ reh, mosUy of the groom' s end bride's 

=-~11yJ. 

P. g5. Flaying and dancing are for bi dden ot a ll ~eda 1ngs, 

~ i ch or ~oor, under ? e nalty o f one-htlf dol lar r~all t hose attend.ins 

who have it; t hos e who don't heve it are to be restrained (or 

seized?) an d t h e t E.X taken. The tart (Text : ot :, 2: J,. te.r t ~t.i ch 

;;!",~ b::- i de sent s ~ it~ a chicken Sabbeth atlernoon io the groom's home) 

~ust : e i~ t he house o f the ~eddinc be~or e ~ebbe th, end 1t ~ust no t 

t e c~rri ed on the stree t openly on Sabbath, ~1 th nuatc or n t hout, 

·. i d v107en as i s custo-:1ary [ ror what?) under pen6lty of o ne 

- •·.:Jb ·-_:fl i:ts '.. t he \-;etldin e scort s , one - fourth zanub for evf;r y esc .... r t 

: .. o .. .:1 \?ho fo l ov:s Llonc ; youn,_-s t.er s · .ust. ... e spE:n.'-<ed \'ibether t hey 

L,t:l :,r. to t h e hou se holder or to s o~ one els e . 

~scorts must send no cakes , ~ s i~ customary, but are a bso­

~·..::.el~· i'oroid . e~ unde r penol t~· o:. one - .:_cl: za.hub f or eve ry escort . 

:.o br ide or i;room s hould "l,t..!{_ es~ i _ t e ~ , whe t t e r t hey be 

o~e , under t ;.6:u.J. t/ in :- r :...ro r t i on to o ne ' s :-:.e wis . 

_- . 97 , J8'i . Circumcision ~ Up to t e n l..ulden inclus ive, 

: i: .. ee:i ,en ~nc: t,, o se :-va"1 ts -:i e.;:• be 1:ivit ed , ex clusi ve o ft.he rabbi, 

o-ie c .. eze.n , one shemash, travel l ers , d&rsh t.:11 , 1:o hel, !:>andek, t ho se 

.. to live i n t he ho use , e.nd thos e who c t.n not l eave ~h e ho'..lse. 

Ten to twenty f\l l den in clusive , 25 ~en ~nc the re s t o f t he 

1 - t~1 l s ~s above, !)l us the c !lhzo.n .... :i ... ~he s !1t..:1ts h. 

:•we:ity euld en to o ne f lorin e :·cl usive , 35 :ne :. tJ.nd t e re-
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c~ez&ni n , two sh&ma sh1m. 

Two f lorins up, as meny e.s one likes. 

He1 the r th e S tilldak nor t he !:laker of the ci rcu:mc1s1on benquet 

..,. c.,.-• 
. U;,,.,J senc. ca kes, under penal t:, o f one-halt dollar; nor 

-: i '1d of food] are to be s ent for tb e worne n mo are a t the or1 th, ea 

is c us toner y . 

.. 98 • Nor may the mother, when she e.r i ses rran her ed, - . 
:e :1r. c::.kes , s.s 1s C US to :JIU" 7 1 nar rela tives 1nel1g 1ble for t e stiilony. 

:;131 the;r :"lL Y cakes be sent to the oon f inemsi t bed; nor may t hey be 

;;en t by relat ives i nel1t;1ble fbr te s t1 :nony. 

oar L.!1 tzve.h : Those -:,bo n&ve t en l;Ulden or less should i n-

v i t.e cuests o n Thursday so tmt fish can be received; and one should 

:io t. 1:ivite e limited number. Similarly, i n t he ce.se o r the 1211 1r,e, 

~or those who t: i•re ten gulden or above. In the case of e wedding, 

3::- ith , 3e.r ~:1 tzveh, Fidya:i P..a• oen, t!le shamash ~ay not carry a list 

of invitees or do th e 1nvii.1ng exce p t es 1s pr oper e ecordi:if to t e 

:·L::~t ne;h , under penal t y of t.he l os s 01 his position. A.lld he ...-bo 

-.: . .'-:: 9 s -.:-.e ~ n c;,:.iet ~uy hi-.s : l:' :iot i nvite tr.rou~ ot Lers, uncier 

1;;.ccordinr to t he c:ec1s 1or. o: t :ie Parnes s in. 

, • 1 ·:;edd i nr s , one :,ay r ive one quart of , i :1e or u pot ot me t!.d but no 

·. i e ~r fo.ir pots of ·,oney, u nd er ~en~lty of one do _le.r; but t.e t:ho 

yi u ::a, -:. . o zl.llub1:'l'l to the: ~ex- rund :.,t:: o. f e r ·.:het ~ e likes . The Stm­

.:. u.~ .::i!:oul a ·1ve one- rrnll' pot. o: .-:1:-.: , .. "l t -: o ;ots o: h "ley; ti e :_ohel , 



- 71 -

P. 103. Garl a nds ecri fl"u1ts sh0\1ld not e sent by the groom 

to the bride except on the t1rs\ Saturday atte r the r Ip and on the 

.;t: t urday be fore the r..eddi ng . .~o o:ie me.:, buy a garland for more than 

mo lbrge gulden , e1 tt er in summer or in .d::iter, u.:Dder pen61 ty or one­

f ourth dollar, whic h is t.io go to ctl&rity. 

This l aw applies to eYeryo.-,e, native ar stranger; outside the 

cl t y 11ml ts the law 1s tbr ts stranger who contributes less than two 

zahu'::>1.11 to the tax-tum. The sl i g htest c ree.ch is subject to fine . The 

P1::r -:1:.;s f or tL e mo::i tt is o bl 1tei. t o µrocla i."Il t !le se i n t he s:,nflgogue in 

stu boornness {?]. 

P . 111. Recent rnot he rs , a nd Sanda.ks ~a:, s,e:iJ neither caices, 

!lor be igel, nor rp~1p • only \he 1114wifta and the women •ho 

a ttende d her, and no others, may send her rra,p • When the r.omen 

::ets up fro::i confinement she also mey not send a ny, nor may any one 

senj th.a!l'l to .1e r \;bile s he is abed except rela t1vE1s inelig i ble for 

t ~s t imony . 

In the c ase of ? idyon I:ia- Den e..nd 3a r-:.:1 t ,~vs.h, those who c; ive 

up ten ~ulden inclus ive mLy r ec eive fish; und in7l t e~ions s hould oe 

s e:1 t on Tbu.:rs a.ay so thb t 1 ish ce1n be sent ; :ro::i t tm culcien up to 

t ·:,eoty , 11ve e.o1 it1onel '11ey :)e invited. ...ore t han t wenty gUlden up 

to one f lorin, 1 iVt: mor e =:en uic so e n, t. ... d 1n r 1,,e a cco:-dinL to the 

um.aunt o ne ptys, but t hey m~y n o t rece ive fish or ~ellies except 

from cl o se rel htives. 

'The Kahe.l, tl:rough t ue Parnb.s of th e mo:i·th, shoulc! s e nd 

po ts 01 ',71n e -..o ~ b portt.!l t gues t. It is not to be !>ent in silver 

vess els, subjec t to penalty. One- helf ~oes to th1e denounot!r and one­

h&l f to Uie cow:iun1 ty. 

~ese a bove -;:, .:-::tJnoth were pus s ed beceus,e 0 1 l. present need. 
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':'hos e tha t haTe not yet been pas sed because of lack or tiJ:le are to be 

observed accordin; to t h e old ~akkanoth (1606). 

The following tew laws a_re t ak en fro□ Lewi n 's articl e 1!l 

Tolu.iie II of the .Tddische L1 terar1 se:he Gesell s cha.1: t . They e.pply to 

t he "io.e.c. Arba A.razoth. f or the ye er 1 644 . 

P . a. XXIV. He mo pe ys a :property tax up to three lfirge 

·-ul d e~ 1ncl~sive. moy invi te fifteen peo ple, as co~t ained i n the 

:-1:1: .. ~s , exclusive of relatives or the first det;ree up t o fifteen in 

nl.l.ioor; from three to five gulden e:xcl11siv e , t h 1r ~· men may be 1n­

vi :.ed , exc l usive or f irs t degree r el&tives. Fron five to t ..-:en t y 

~ula ~n exc l us ive , onet ~~Y i ~vite t h irty , exclusive of second degree 
' 

r el~~ive s (firs t degree r e l.btives ts.re t ake n for gr anted, v,e sup pose]. 

~=1 llnJ event, the r e :.ius i be no !'e ';7er thl=.n t ee poor, besides poor 

r elati ve s . :•'rom t ,eut : 6Uld en up , one mt:.,,,V 1r.v i te as :nuny tis one 

1 i :es . 

The fo l l or: 1ng co:::e fro --: 6n r::..r t1cle s i n i :u t o the previous 

~, e , :n Volu.~e I o: tu~ s~~ e publioet ion. I eouliarly, t e se ap;l y t o 

t. h. ter c t- te • 

.J.I. '-'oo r.: c~ : :o:1ey -:.us t not · e squande:-ed : 0 1" :·easts. 

It r. as c. ec:iied a1. t he -;u- e t 01 o f 16 S 

t. ru: ~ Jlos e ·-:h o c ...intr1bu te two z.ahub1m as t&.X coulc . ~ e e ~r1th ban­

·1e t. "or fi fteen oeni four zo.tubL~ , t vi-ent:, oen ; six zfihu bim, t -.:e nty-

f .•; _ en , i nc:uded i n th i s mcbe:- in •· the r bbb1, the prel-cher , 

c . .. :: ._: , _ •. t-i .... ::h , be sic e s t h~ c."Ue s t s un d you:t ,. -ien :-:ho co::e t.O t !le 
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For we~di.nc feasts . &:.ch o f the above classes ~ay add five 

·-e n . ? he Sh a.-nash is ~ortid den to accept & lis t o f invi teea unless 

it is sealeo r.1 t.u t be !>16I)nture of the Pernas of the l:lO,th in exe­

.;u~ i o:1 ol' bis du ties. i3etrothul or Bbl' - Bitzv6.ll teasi;s m.ay not have 

n~re tht.n ~ minyan. 

,'J.STERDl.J! 

The tollov-1.q few are t aken trcm a• 11 •s e.nd appl y to t he 

:;e~r 16 72 on. They a:e tro::i t he A9hkenaz1c cornmun1 ty in J.ms terc em. 

~te ~ost i nterestins thing about t his cocr:.un1ty was t t e intens e dis-

11·~<:: o: the renu1n'5er o: the Jev;s to-:-,ards t he As!-.kene.zic cou!!unities. 

:.ir si:udy did not i nclude thi s sect i on o f J e ~T~· s i nc e i t. is 6 li t t le 

: :)o f s..r we s t , beyo nd ~he ter_ i t.oricl 11."ni t at i o n s o f t h is work. 

P . 177. ,, • Banqu ets given in honor of a male son he·,~e no 

li, i .. ~. t i ons on the nwtber of guest s . 

• ~ • ·,,1lether the bwi~uet i s f or a. 3r 1 t h or ror a. .:1rl. no 

-.c .:--= th·.n t.e'l •:.one:1 ,.. :-e to be 1:1vite -:: , i:1cl 1di :1t .. he rie b1t z 1n. 60d-

.o ... ~r , .ri f e ol' t. . ~ : o:ie l, :-.. 1:e o r ~ e c t.ozen, ,_nd 'i":' i fe o f the shumash. 

:n :..:1:., case , no -:ore t.h ·¼n t en .. o~en l'l\b:;r be i nv i t ed e.ltccether. It' 

!:lore e.re i nvited, ,-:he t h~ r oy uutho ri::ed 11st or verbc.l ly , a f ine of 

o::1e - l:!ll f He i cb theler :nu s t be pt. i d. tor e ~ch ez c e ss t?O::::.?u n { l- Re1ch-

t ,...ler is e ue.l to t wo &nc one-he.lf t.ulo.en ) . 

D • The shw:!!.e.sb mu s t not ac ce i: t e. l ist o f invi t ees to t:. 

-ri~3 fro~ t he househol der unle s~ tte Ft::nas 0 1 t~e mcnt.h b~s signed 

pr eviously , so tht:. t t be r e sho l e t e :io °'o re on tb· 1 1 st t han .:en t. i oned 

~~ov &; _i~e~ i ~e , t he sh-~Lsh n us t not i nvi t e ver ~Ll ly o o re t t ~ L!'e 

0 :1 ~:.t: l :s t , but onl ·· those app:-ov o ci on tl.t: l ist ~y i:ue tarnt1s. 

·:,n 1, t inn i n curs bea·-y f1::ie s . 



U • For wedd1nga, one mo.y invite as ::iany aa one rtshea, 

·1e n or women , whether it be a .,ss or •• ·,• wedding. 1ol.at1on 

1:icurs a penalty or seven Bosh fro;,, men and f our Bosh rr0e1 women. 

Ja • She ~ho hes Just &iven bi~tb, who wishes to go to the 

· ,D ·2 , 1 f s he h as bor ne a s ontl, s he ·:ie :, invi te o :il y t en women to 

-o t o the synagcgue ni tb ner; it ~ de.ugh ter , tue nt y wo .en m~y 'be 1n• 

vi t e1 . 

JD • The godfather shou l d not ~ive more th~~ one-halt ul­

d~n ; t he ~o hel t.nd e scor ts the same ~unt. 

The f oll o~ 1ng bre t t ~en f rom ' ahhll ' S "Reg le~e nts." 

Ye6.r 1690 . 

1g . en t he Sabboths of Spinnholtz and Zachar, it 1 s r~r­
~1dden to plece o n t he tebl e more t h~n six pieces (presumebly s11Yer] 

o ~ plc t : s and c i s ~ s , if tl:e~t. are not lit t l e sut;ar cups. 07Zant ine 

;lt: t e s or f let pla tes on Yl h h:h t.o p ut f:-uit al"e not permitted, nor 

ewe :-s r r D:'l ·::~ 1ch to dr1"1k . Saboath 16..."'tps o f silver are not incl uded 

!.--:0::1 _ ;;.!:e::.e , but no other vt:se on tee ~ an t.el, hi ~ 'boy , or dresser 

=~.' Jc adc.ed . .n.l so , bt tn1: t il:le 0 . 1, 1e circumc isio n or durinc the 

.:~er , one sho-1 l d no : c i s p l e.~· e xpe~ive pl b te s . 

·rear 1 69 2 . 

~ - 27, 26 . Thr ee musici cns are ~11o~ed bu t 110t more tnfill 

l'ou ~ 1 :1 th e house o : the new 1, eds . :'he c oupl e is not t o e led in 

"~. ::. t:-eets wi:.h !'lUS1cic.n s . 

·;eor l t.94 . 

: . 33 , 34 . Invi t &tions to _ r.i,m ily . eusts. 
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7or the cireumc1sion feast one ma:, invite L oinYl:,n besides 

the r stbi, relatives ineligible for testimony. administrators, legis­

l a tors. end two poor people. For the marr1ege feast , two minTe.n• m.e.1 

be invited besides t he above ment ioned, rour poor people. an officia l , 

und s ba~~sh. ¥or the feast on the e ve o f circumcision or the third 

,j::.y ut t er c ~cumcision, f ive pe r sons :iey be 1:ivite d be s ides t be ::-e.bbi . 

e tc., o.nd one poor person. (Text note: the third day after the 

c i rcunc1s1on the :.:ohel came to see t he c h ild because of the fear of 

a hemorrhage. A dinner was g i ven on t het even~ng.) 

To t he feast on the day f oll •1~ t he maxriatle or o~ t he 

~aiurday following . 6 mi ayan could be invi t ed, not compri s i ng t ~e 

r a bi, legisl ators, and. ~oor ;,eople. 

F. 35. 1or the mer~iage, t\'renty me.y be invt ted exalua1n 

of neer relatives , legislators, lee.ders, ana the rabbi. The chil dren 

of t he r abbi, leade~s , wid legisletors e.re neVE:r i ncl uded i n the 

:"lU.'jber cf invitees. 

Those not i nvited rn~y not coce t o t he btll . The men ~ho is 

i ~7ited stould no t dance r.1t~ i i s hat on. 

The sba~L sh ~ay not deliver i ~vitct io~s until two of the 

1it1"1i :1istr :itors of thE; c o"':l!ll1ttee of nine :..t ve seen the _1s t a:id he 

hus s i ned it himself . 

i..t the ·-:cr:-it. ·e 1er:s t 0 1 t1 ser vant , only ten ::::ien . &y be 1n­

v ~e,1 ... u ~ (.S : -..n./ .. o-:ie:: und cnilciren as one :1 ~es , 1:-~- ~r.o s1 ·le 

::en , exclus ive o f cl ose relati•,-..s , le ,:1sh. tors ~nc. t.r.eir ram1lies , 

t r. 1:: ch ie :· r~bbl i.:.nc :1 i s ff.l!lily. 

·:eer 1 69? . 

: . 4 ! . 1 5 . :i t Le ~a turda.,v::; o f -.1pinnhol t z c.nd :.t.ch e.r , no 

~o:-e t. b :1 si r. ;,1e ces or s 11~1er ...:e .;o te pla ced on t e t able, not 
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1~c lud1n~ s~all sugar bowls. (Co~pe.re Lr..r. / 19 of 1690, our PS£• 74 J 

:3:::::2.ll tine dishe s for fruits , or pitcher s f o r crink 1nc; sre not incl udM 

i :i t he :...bove, and c. re · otue r s::ne.11 d i she s . ;:o other silver vase 

m~y be in he ·mole room, on tbe maul•, buftet, or sen1ng t eble. 

~~ i s hold s also f or tAb circumcision. 

16. Ho mor e tnfJl three cnus1c1ens incl udin~ t he l'lut _st may 

p lay . ~t t ~e ho~e or the youn~ brid e , f our musi c ians ue pen1tted. 

( Cot=1p, re L&-;: .. 26 of 16g2, our pege '14 ) 

P. 43. 45. The aheme.sh cay e..:c ept invitat ions only if the 

list has been s ubmi tted ~or e.pproval to t he cou~c 11 ot ni ne . -he 

s£ir e c.olds f or the oh1e r rabbi. 

To the marr1a6e f east of servants , strangers in t · e city, 

ten ~o~ e n may be invited , ten ~en, t en £1rls , e nd t eo ~oys exclusive 

of' th-:: ch !.ef r abbi, le t,;1s le. tors , !::.drnin1str e. tors , end the ir fem111es . 

( : o":p.:c re ~1th U!W 3 :,6 o ~ 1 694 , 0 11~ Pere 75} 

F. 46- ? . At ~CMily f eests , o~ t he aturd ay o f Spinnholtz , 

t.11:: _a~• o f c i ::--cu."Jc i s ion , i t i s f o :--b i ! den to -,en ~:ho le .... c t heir wives 

1.1.1 ·er t.:-ie nupt.L .. 1 dt i !: L.nd to cod:no:hers ~o d1str1tute c andies end 

,o::ien \·:: o l ~t.ve ~J.e i :-- couches (::rJ.ptiw. ?) :nay distribu te 

l i ~u ors t.nd ci..k •; .... . 

:'1ps tc.. r· e no .. to be elven to s ervant s e·:en on aays when t hey 

bl"£: e mitted -- on ~l:annu.ke.h and Purim. Lnoes this "":e en ~ltogetber 

o :- J u : t c t these bt.nque ts?) 

'he fol l o":": i:1 · co :.e !'r or, .,)chud t ' s 7rork. 
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July 16, 1715. 

P . 82. l. At no hotel, whether one pays or 1t 1a tree, 

~hether the hotel g1Tes the party or whet her en i ndividual t iTes the 

party , no matter who he is; or if it 1s a a1•0 at the hotel, like 

t ha t 11h i ch the guardi an of t he poor m~es et <;hristmaa time, are 

.. 'e lsh rooster or ?lens to oe served, ta:-ts , pe.stries filled with -'!ea t, 

s-:;e e t s , dried frui t s , eapee i ally ~yramids (a type or cake], !ency 

br •;t:1d (gero.spel t1, under penalty of e ban. 3ut if t!1ese mee.l s ere o:n 

veturc ~y nir.;bt, e l.mond-tarts, past~y-cekes are peroitted. These pro­

:1i'tii t e a a rticles ~re pe r mi ssible t or £i. uew I-arnas • dinner . (Text 

no te ; F . 83 : The gu~d ic.n o f the poor e lves ti bi g banquet every 

:'e~ , vr:iich happens t-0 f'1 11 o::i Chr1 st:n.as . ) 

Pa stries ~uy be ea ~en, h5 above menc1oned , oecause t hey do 

not need to be s erved hot. 

':'he Parnus , v,hen newl y elected, :uey 1- ive e dinner f or the 

ou ti_;oing Pe.rnas. 

? . 84. 2 . On the Saturday of ~p1nnholtz, when uie brid e 

and groot:1 ere toc e t her, t here m~ not be foo d or sweets in excess ot 

t ~elve nol~ars, under ~enelty o. ~ bt:n 6.lld b f i fty dollar fine. 

3. On Spinnhol t z no more t l.t.n t h re : s U ver vessels :., ay be 

us~1 , ~,esides drin..~inc cups, c~ndelebrw: , und c l u:-np, under penalty 

of t·.-,en ty cio ' la.r s . 

4 . . . t t.:ie ":n1 le - :ieal" n~ rnor e ar e ~o be inv 1 ted thu.n the 

:- : tr i , JttU.."TlE:1 s ter, te t.cher ( the scho:ar 01 the con:nu:iityj, friend s , 

c l ose :- el :;tive s , cheze.n , enc v:1e sha"U..sh , under pe n:...lt:,r of e boo wic 

• • cC . o . ~o tl..e .51flones bun ,_uet one m&:, 1:-1v1te ~s :neny 
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as one likes, bu1; not more t h an ten t•chers , all outsiders • 
•• 

6. On the wedd~ng cie.y, not more thti.ll t ~n strangers, e xolus1ft 

of t he rabbi, Baumeister, oft'icers of the community, tetichere, the 

jud{;e and h i s associates, in aocordanoe with t he law . e m itti ng 

f rien::s, close relatives, c hezan, bild slwlJash (#4). 

?. It the tot"9.l dowry amounted to 5000 florin, he ltb• 
~.rooI!l?] may g ive shirts e.nd collars to the r ab b i and h is father, his 

chilti~n (also step-children) , his t e t he r-in-law, his sister-in-law , 

his uncles end relatives. To the shemas h and scribe, he me.y c ive a 

col l ar bu t no shirt. (These, it 1s ass·.mted , reter to the rele tives 

o: ~he grooM. Antecedent~ of the pronouns e re not clear 1n the textJ 

':'o those nho pey 5 JOO flor i:-i or over as dol':ry 1 t i s per-

~..i i tted to ,:ive col l urs out :io shirts, to those ""leot ione d above in 

~ jd i t i~n to tte judt e , tee c t~ rs , to t h& il" nieoea , 'lllci nephews, to the 

chtiZcill .. ho i -i t he st...~e n e .. \c o :·fers t !le prayer 1n the synagogue. 

a. The Schenck- Wein banquet efter J-LE.eri v shell be 1n 6.ccor­

d~~ce .:1th t he "male-be n~ue t. 11 '!'he ·. i ne 1s oo-c to be drunk in the 

9. No dishes [of f oodl are to be sent t:.rotmd excep t to the 

:-eb:.1, .:l o se fr1e:1cs , t-n c r elt:. tive s who coulc: not e t we nd the b.cn.:;_uet ; 

~l s o to m1dr.1ves et t ~e circumcision bf.n~uet. 

10. Ji.t t r.e Zecher v&:1;•1et : ood and co:1!ections mus t not 

ce>st · ,ore ~hen six collars; t..nd :io c oc.mot ::er ~be.l send cu t s weet­

~ is ,:e:; exce ri t to the r c.b·- 1 twc ·~,i.d:-:ives ( Te,:t note: I t used .. c be 

• .. •· .. ,,:; o~ t.o se nd out con~ections b11 ~ -:i. ne) . 

11 . I'o t"le ~un:uet o n t h e ni r ht prece dinr t :1a circu~cis:1on 



only the gpdfe.tber, t he mohel, h is father , his t e t .1er-1n-le.1r, hie 

brother-in-law , h is brothe r. [Eere et::e1n, we c&nnot be sure whos e 

r elatives are mee.nt.] 

12. To the circumcision banquet, in addition to t hos e ~en­

tioned 6 t the Wachnecht (Law #11 preceding ) there may be i nvited 

the chier r ebb1, teachers, Baumeister, t he officia l s , friends, clos e 

~elotivas , th e chazan, end one ~ eJ11ash. 

15 . The SE.me l ew es above applies to the Bar• l1itzn • .h ban­

que t as f o r the circumci sion be :iQ. u~t; tnd e1 ter the J e.t-- :..:1t zveh ben­

.u~t , the sa:lle es on the th i rd d t.y t. fter the c ircumcisi on ( See our 

pt.1~e 75 , Law #34. Evidently the l&-:. nere i s t he se.::ie e.s t he low f or 

.. e t z . ·rhere i s no l aw o :' t h i s sort :nentioned in =:>chudt }. 

14. In the c ase 01 ci fts from the grooc to the br16 e am 

vice ver so , be t w e n tte tL~e of betrothal e nd merriage , no ~ at ter 

who , ~o cift s n~y be g iven exceedi~g t hirty florin per 1000 florin 

c iven 6S dowry , except for the silver g ird l e . A 5old girdle may not 

'::>e :_: 1-ren. At the occ asion -:> t the c room 's ser-...on , he "'18.Y c e t no g i f t s 

exceed i nr thr ed !lo~i~ fo ~ eve r y 1000 flor in given as dowry. Th is 
13 

ap?lies also to 41n:;urff 

fine . 

u:l.der penclty of "o&n and e f ifty dclla.r 

15 . C!l f est · nd nou rninF. an:rs the r :-oon t=:l.J ":>ride may no t 

stc! l : oo: i.O e ~cb o t;:1£::r , u::der c :·1ne of ~ c!'l c.o~!t.:.rs . 1-'or:nerly "the 

ri :e :_ :i ,.: . roo~ 11sea to s e n -; p ·-st rie s i n a s v:~ets to each o t t e r b:it 

it" , " ·, • 1n t .. e str ~et .:iu t or c silv er or _-ol .. e:-i cup . u.na er f ine o; 
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30. Not more t han fou.r ·~us1c ie.ns e.nc en-:er t t..1ners ;J.ty be 

e ni a ~ed t.nd t hey ~~Y p l e y only until m1dn1 - t. 

':'he fol lo\-; i n c s.r e f rom Gruntmld ' s "'"t:ochzelts- und w elder•• 

La~s ap ~lyinc t o cuests 1n the communities of ..J.tona e nd 

Yeur-- .1.Ut: • 5 , 1731. 

1. :'o wedd ing fet.sts , t he feest -for r elc t i ves (the f ir s t 

... L/ ..: !·t e r the r:eddi!'le) 1or \Vi ne-cifts, not more t hun nine ;,e ir or 

· .. _de inc pe ople (6\les ts?] mey oe inV1 t e d • 

.-..o one of the .,e t :.re e ,.eddiI1€ f e a s t s t here ;;;L y be invite :i ~he 

:·ol lor.i .c.,; , ;7bo a r e aoi incl udee 1n t he nine ? a.ir: one of the choil:-

.. i thou t the ·ooss or soprano, the sh :...r:t.sh , nel!C of t he c o1.:.rt (or th•!t 

r e:.b": 1 of : .ltoll!i) t..nc h i s wi fe , t he Peroos o:' the mon~h, four peoplt!t 

-:,::io let..c t~e co~ple to the !>t.n~uet, t h e pe:-e :its of t ~e cou;>le, chil­

d!'en 1...n c. e r a ndch il<i:'en, brot :,e r s Lnd siste:-s of t h e pa.rents , doctors, 

ne ec.y strangers, those r.ho ea~ at :h~ =roon• s teb: e ~hile studying 

lr~~b is) , s1.x young men, s ix younc WCJl!len, four roor ~eo~le . 

The nUMber is op,e:1 t o t .. e cap1 t e..!i ~ t ,.hose c&:i:;,1 tal o.mount:s 

:.n .·~o ,ooo. !te ·::ho 1s es t1 .et ed ~t &. su.~ .;:reater t he.-: th !. s :-lay 1n·• 

nine ~·ounc wo"'len , s 11: poor ·.1iti t he i:- r: ives , t l\"o of tLe choir , the 

:-L·;;b i and ::is ,11 ves l~'.:l: · t he p_u:-c. l ?] , shs.nash , end :ht ot!J..er extr~s 

:-1';: • t io:ied - !lcv ~ • 

... o s~ou l d tr.e Ftt:-?J.t..., jjre :pt.r-e ~or ~ .. c .-:e:i.! i. n_ , or his assis• 

t ~:l-- ~ !.O sbol.l l ~ h t: .... vu :'l'eedon, i :-i ~ ... c. it~Oj iio thC;; t bovt nu:..tored, 

t o i :.vi t e h i., co:. · :.. ues i.ho pr esiC:e c·:e:- t h~ c o-...inur.1 t :; r,1 t h h b . 
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As for those who or,n mu ch proper ty so th&t they supi:,ort a 

!j.(::lool for rabbi s in Ht.mbure ; c..nd those who i n the futu=e expect to 

s upport such a school, ha·,~e unlL:.1ted r 1,_:ht t o invite those r aobis 

~ho ~eek t heir :ivelihooc thus , blld their wives. P. 3. But he who 

does not h.eve quite so much weelth as t h1a ~ey not i nvi t e more then 

ten couples to any o f t h e three wedd i ng 1'ee.s ts , oes1des one choir­

singer (chazan?), sh .. :~J.sh , an d those menti oned a bove . 

Whoever hol~s &he wedding 1n e place other then c is own 

hc~e must have it with a member of our comnunity; and t !:le one ~1V1ng 

the feas '1Emay i nvite no more t hfin the e bove- me n t1oned number. To 

t h-s second t ee st no you:,.[" o en or "X>n en a re to be 1nv1 ted . :'o the 

circur,ci s 1on f e e.s t no ::iore than t en coupl e , 1ncl'.1d 1nr, brothers t..nd 

sis"ters e nd femily relot1 ve s E:.re t o be 1nvi ted . :.ot included Ei.re : 

·!·t.:16parent s , poren ts 0 1· the chL d, codrnt:.... er, mohel end ..heir wive !. , 

t..o poor ena t~e ir ~ ives , thos~ r.ho eet dail y t t his -- baal br1th. -­

t abl e , need:, str unc ers , doctors , tbe ins t ruc tor of child ren who 

off er s up L p r a::er et th e: fet.st. erter t ne c1rcu:icision, c1dw1te, 

':.'h i s rt:1ter s to ft..i.-ers v.ho heve up to v 20 , 000, bu t i f he 

i ~ net es:1~Lte d et , 1000 m~y invite no chazan e xc e~ t es in~luded in 

t .!~ permit ted nu.""lbcr. 

4 . In ca.: e of 6. :1 t.cciaen: 1-: t he fw:i ily whi c t 1s also he.Ying 

c::-cu."?lc i s i on, no c hazan 1s to .::e invite <! , b l thou b he 1s t.o be 

1 -.~_1Jded 1'1 t he r r esc :- be d nu· le:- , unless ne 1s ~ :-el Ltive . :'n1s 

~lr.o iclc s for ~lt.oru.. . 'i1:oe, .. c r l.c.s .ere. tht.;'l :o , coo ::.07 ! :iv1 t.e 

ch ... zcn irl , ·,r1tbo11t b£1ss or s oprcno ; i !l Alto :1e , .. 1 t :1 b~ss c.:10 sopre.no. 

l : .. e .:. 1 · 1f1cance ot the ·:or sf&er, the oose, and soprc.no 1s c;,u1te 
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l o s t to usJ Uo ohaze.nim m_e;y strike up a tune e t any feas t 1n liam­

curg excejt et tm clessin& far the f ood, under penalty ot ten dollara, 

•Hh i ch 1.s to be deducted rrom h is se.J..ary • 

...ny o~e at a l_ ~ho at t e nc.s s wedd i n g or c i r cumcis i on un­

i nv i t ed by t he s h ~r'l(. sb or anot~ r designa t ed of 1i c itl , that one sh~ld 

be t u.-ii shed anl! isola ted, besides a fi ne , ~,h 1cl: e.p pl1es t o h i , -:;ho 

t r ~ns r,ress es the be.n. 

1;0 one who t e nder s 6 l:xi.n~UE t b.E.s tr..e r1 t:;h t to 1nv1 te o ne 

~~o~ another cCTt""\unity by 1110rd of mou th nor throui:;h th e s ~esh ot 

a"1o t her comm.unity be ceuae t he y do not have the s &.."le l e.ws, incurring 

:.. tx:. n , :::.s a bove . 

Ever :rone -,us t observe t hese l ews i :i al l c&ses , excep t the 

cn:ef j udce , or t he r abbi 1n Altona . 

~s for t he sha~ a sh, he ~ust swear ~o 1tv1 t e no aore t han 1s 

~r t s c:-i bed , wi t .. not the sl i i:!l te s t dece;>t ion. But i f t he s ht:.."::..sa 1s 

:1eedy s o t hat he c t..n ' t go h i ·:sel r , it de volves upon 1 ~ 1-:ho serves i n 

:. ::. s ; l ace t o t e.k e t l e o a th , &.nc. t :!et be .. 111 :io t al l ow l!.llo ther t o do 

t.c i ro i t in£ • 

5 . Thi s law ate.nds f or f iv e years ttnd no c om-::unity me.y 

d i - i :1 ish t her eupon UJtder ; e~l t:,r c f !,100 for t he !)Oor ches t . 

c1:e i on as bbove . 

#189 . At ~ wedd ing bc.n ~uet , on t he f i r s t e~eni nG, t en ty 

-: •--ied co·...1 l es a r e ello\1ed , t ·.1e l ve .. ?u :1:.- ::en , t-nc t ,.e:ve e i r ls . On 

~~., c: ••,:-,•. i"1 ·- of t.he -;-:e c.dinr , ft>~ty c caples, excl us ive of t ~_e othe r s 

.i: i. e ·1:io:-10d (i !'l e. ~ :-e ;-r oph not incl· .. 1C:e d in t he t e xt]. Aoc o rd i.'ll! 

... : . =-~ ·ul cti on , -.r.en the jo i :it dom-:- 1s l OCC ~eic~ste ler to 



- 83 -

t o 10000 Reichsthaler, ror every 1000 ne1chsth6.le,r, two couples cey 

be 1::rvited ; and for every 10,000 Reichstaler over 10,000 Reich.staler . 

one L1t it1onal coupl e. (Thi s l aw is abr oeated ev1cent ly~ 

1/190. In the cese of a "J• wedo ing or c1rounc1s1on, or 

7/hc =i a stranger Wa!lt ~ to hav e e wedding , not more than one-halt the 

:YJ...riber n ent i oned in the pr evirus pare.g.raph, plus the chazan a.nd his 

c !".cir , ·-.cy .;e i nvi ted . 

J l 93. Additio3 of 1 724 : No unne..r~ied per sons ney be in­

vited on :::.abbeth nefor e or :..fter the weddi~ , e xcept t o t he h!lfl. s m:nahl 

on Saturday before the we ddi~ , when the i;,r oom ,..:ives th~ oride her 

pre s e nts . It ~ey take p lace on Fr1dc7 evenine but 1n no oese on 

~abbeth or on Set u.:-d~y e vening. 

#220. (1724) •ta bet rothal, wedding , circumcision, P1d­

Y6.Il , a- :.;en, or Zechar , i n accor cianoe ~p i t h tl.e cus,tome..ry ben~uet s 

t i1:e n befor e enc after, no ~pons , ~on 1'ect1o !1.S , e.l mond an.c prune 

t c~ts , etc ., or e x ~~s s i ve l y expens ive foo s are to ce set o n t ee 

t f:·::i1e . :;or shall such E1.rticles ~ sent to t!.e t c,--:e s of t he {;Uests. 

on1·, on ;:it;,.bbeth Zecl::ar r.ia .. r c. :sins unc s ·'ieets ·.,e :Hstl"ibute :i , i n . . 
t :. . cit s1;0..,e.r y ,anner. 
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l. a s uperst ition o f t he : .. iddle .ges a bout the e!ficc.c y ot 

p:-ec i ous s tones . 

2 . lJa.n.ne be.no_uet • t wo deys before the weddi ~ , presunably 1n 

oo~ emorat ion of t he law of "pr1ma nocte" a s a p; lyine to t he Jews • 

. ' .. is ile1::i l we s & very joyous one. 

3 . Schenc~~e1n ben uet -- :el d efter t he $abbet h , t he first 

...,:. tu r dey e f t ~r tl: e wedd ing . Here they drink wine t he.t hLs been given 

·rooM at the s :·ne gogue. 

4 . The r10man be e to hu.•;e : .er LE-1 r cut one hour ()6fore the 

C'-::-enony ; or she breided ::er h a:r wia h id it under her bonnet. 

5 . Za char be n~ue t -- :he be n~uet e iven c1 t he ~~iday evening 

· r~ ·e1in ; t he ci r cumcision. 

6 . ~p i nnholtz. bo.n · uet -- .' r1dcy even~n c :;e~:::>r e the ·;:e da.1.:ic 

:' o:- :.' ,e c l oee s t fr i e:1c s of t;,e co·Jpl e . I t wus i::e c usto=:i t o senc 

. :ce t...; !.n1 :'o ods ·..o f r it: ~ds ·out c.. t th i s ti:nc onl y the r abbi c e.n r eceive 

7. ~int~ tht. seventeent h centu :-:: \7l C S for pr i ests · .. e:·e 

"'..,',, "'nu~·- Uol ·.•·""o e d , ..:c. t ,,~ dt.·., , :.. :1 . :-,1.. ~or :~oli,t.i.rs . ........ "''-•• ' ._.. ..,._ ..... ~ 

10 . ~1blones s (or ~1f lone s ) . 

f e CJ- t on t he ~rec e d i 1 c 7en i n • '!'?.e :.e lt is c ive n t o ~r. u c ::-id e ; 

t "r r e s a bel• in<~.'. . ~ :: i ".!, vt;;r b·Jc '-:l e o:· ,. 11 ::. ::..17~:- . :'he .. r i .;e ' s -- [ Q~~ ~ ~ ~ l 

le ple. t e d . 
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fixed f':?e t o ce.:::-e !"or tht::: p or t hou.- ~. t :.ey were t erm! tted t h_ 1r o,711 

cl1en:ele. Often the doc t o~ Wes supported t y e. Chr1st 1Lll clientele. 

(Cu.1&.n, P• 33, /.25) 

12. Gegen.uahl - tbe groom' s ban~ue t, t he mea.l . 1ch t e 

rarent~ of the groo~ [ 1ve 1n repayment. 

13. iinwurrt - ~ ~ sio into w!lich friends tbre• Litts. 
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Tbe first qu esti on t hat naturall :, arises e._ ter t oe peru sal 

or th i s host of laws is : mi:,· were they necessary? l?o t 1n all cases 

i s t..n a ~swer for tbco~int: ; we sht.1.1 ~ove to spf:c u.l&te so111e w at. • 

l t;\7 ~cner al cotm1ent s , however, 01.:.,-.ht first be 1:i or~er . 

Cl othi:ig has occup i e d a prbary pla ce in t he l ife or the 

Je.,,s . ·.i e f i nd admoniti ons th&t peopl e ::iust be careful of ho\1 t hey· 

a ~ess , esppec i a.ll y sch ol ars. One o f t he first fe~r s th&t Jews h6d 

.. :.,:; ~r.e t tl:e type of cloth1ns one ':'.Ore mi g:. t ma?:e one look t oo =:ucb 

: t~e L ~ember of t he opposite sex; so la~s ~ere ;os s ed proscribing 

~ Gxc~.:..n::·e of cl o t r.1ne exce]: t for Purb rae.s,.uere.des , esct..pe:s, 6.lld 

:'or :he - r o t e ction o f 'i1o:.nen (Abr :JiE:.:ns , p . 297) . .knother prec aut i on 

t - ·en wa s u:~i~st ores s inc i n LL~b thLt r.us distinctive of a pert1-

c t:l~ J"elic ion ( ... br ~bills , p . 305; ?.o th, p . 359) . 

h ·':)r L.1....I:1S ( p . 290 ) beli f:v-:. .., thot J e.: i sl: le.ws of clo th1 Jl6 

-:-;-~:·~ ::.. d i:-ect co:!se:; ; ue >tce 0 1 "':.o.r&.1 ;,ual=is , s o , for exw:ipl e , cc,ld 

;r i nr:i n :~ ·,-e:-e u l v:!-ys d 1 e~ppr oved s i c e i t -::us W1 i nd i ca: ion of 

;;::- 1-:..-.; -- tis 'i'fU E :-1 : L.:rur·· -- ~:::ic tt::..s e x c ited t he envy o :' other,3 • 

..it! .. 1s.n su;".!p-;;uarj· lc.r,:; , ene:- t.11:· , .;e e ':lt~:l t t o c1 scour~ all luxury, 

i :1 :ood &s ·11e l l L.S in c l c-tl.1 nc . T ,e r e .. t.~ Wl !. t e~pt, hcm::ver , to 

::E.ep ·.:o:::ea l co .-: i .. 1: ; r e s1::n~L. t le ( p . zsg) evc::i it' :.he ·-.e n r.ere not 

• U 1 t _ S O C t:. :-e :i\U • 

_•:ier e uas ::10 c 1st 1nc t 1 ·e Je\f ish dre ss U ~ t 11 1 t wes f o rced 

t.: : t.. . tt.s , for e .::u,_ le , t :ic rel!.ow 'bed e en~ ~=-e "Ju4enlmt ' ot 

r.'.i .. ;.r : t. ~-= Ge:-r.:wi ~• i n tt.e th : :-teen tL to t.be f1ft6entb oen tur i e s 

(,.b:-Lht.r-.:; , ~• 319) . I~ 1,i a s 6ue s~ecil'ice.l:y to exte::-nal c&ist;s. 

-:"::.e l ..,5 \':hich were passed b. the J e .:1sh cor.n:un! ty !'or i t s e lt rarel y 

; r e s ~:-i ooj ~hL.t Je~s ~hould ~e~ but usually concerned itse : r w1~h 



- 87 -

wtat ~ to wear . It wi l l be s t:en t ut in several 1:istences, .1ew1ah 

l e coioc1ded r.1 t t c ivi l lav. 

Kohu t intoJ"t::LS us thet in 1612 6 speci al law concern ing 

cloth 1 n•: und we dd 1fl6S was passed 1n the elec torate o f a.xony . Later 

t .e r e ~ere prohibitions~~ luxuries t Lrou ·hout t he whole Ger~~n 

e~~i re . : ivt l und ecclesi ~sti cal powers ~toe e very e f fort to pess 

!>:ec i u l l ar, s ,..,: eins t t.he Jews , fro:n r.h i ch t he i nstitution of "Juoen-

" st~tt 1 ~e 1t" resulted . Thus were bedr,es introduced e.nd special 

colored caps end hats (p. 564). In s pite of strict ln~s a : ~1nst 

1 ·.::ru::-y in c l oth1ag , L t \f8dd1n~ and o -he r ~e t.s ts, extrr.v&~e.nce con­

t::.:1ued t..nd , ,anen t:-1ed to SU rJ>8SS t be :nen in pomp s.:ic ostent r:. t i on. 

~chuct , ~oo , says ~ae Jew1ah la~s o~ 1718 1~ ?rankfort coincided 

~it~ t.he Christic.n prob1b1t1on.s (p. 78). We know elso. f rcm Caban 

( p. 5) , that Lo'..11s XIV pe sse d sucp tuar y lETIS oecause o f : 1nanc1e.l 

t r ou ... les , t houc . he himse l f continued h is extrs.ve.c ance. 1/hether 

Je~is~ l e s were ~ssed oo cc1 ~c :de ~1th t he civil law . or whe t her 

t :. e ·'? r.as en ac t ui.l :iecess i ty t he:--e !'or 1s co nJeo t 1.1 re.l. The 11kel1-

t:. C? i :- nei -.hbor s . It does ap;.eer t!".t:.t tbe J e .:1sh com,un1t1es were 

ti l l..,>7ed to hvnd le ~bE: s 1tiu:.t 1o , : .. or :: . .. - selves without 1:iter- . e r e nce 

s c .•Jl1 t su ·cests ( thou -:-. ie st:-1kes 'lS '~s he i ;;t & bi t a.nt1-

.7"',, 1 l: 1,... o- i te oi : 1s pr otes -;t.t 1ons t o che cont r ...ry} t !lPt t he Jews 

co·;c te ~ •~ it?. 13uc!l ot:-.e r in ext :-e -_nee eve:1 thou·?: t .1e:· coul d not 

;·.c:-r it , :,~ \-;ent. i :,t.o nebt (. . 7€) . Kon11t seens to 1nd1 c L1;e the 

c · tdo o :n a.no ther. ,;e .:-ta:; 1 n 1 c.:r : t !. 1s t :i€. t compl ete t.u \,Onocy 

':'l!:S ·:-u.·1te 'l to Jeffs 1·. t .eir c_uar .. e r Leceuse t he .:ove:-nnent b. t his 
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t1 "'le 3.c.a passe~ such sumptu &ry lew s . 

Roth suggests (p . 358), us d oes Abrc!:Lr.ls ( p . 297 ) , that 

~s developed a penchant for Ori ental d r ess and Oriental ostentation. 

:'he : o r,ier has a Yer.~ i nt er cst i:1r COJ?I::1ent that the ins cur1ty o f tbe 

l . 1e of t he J ew ~ede it necess c.ry f or him to enter c ert~in tredes so 

t.,£:.;; ne c ould e a s11 carry n is weal t . ·::1th h in -- j ewelry , pewn-

:-o:e ine , second- hand deal.1nG . lie a grees . ho11ev e r ·, 'h'i t Schudt thut 

extreve.gence caused borroVi 1og of mone7, neglect of taxes &.nd house­

hold ~ecess1t1es (p. 363). 

Le t us now l i st t t e ree.sons for Jer.isb s umptue.ry l aws. 

1. ,."ot to arouse the Jealousy of che Goyi.'l , with consequent 

persecut ion (Roth, p . 358) . It was charged (Ceh~~. p . 27 ) t~t tbe 

Jews bought the :!lost bee.ut11ul broca.:es e.nc m.ate r·ie.l s . u'hen :ion-Jews 

l eerne d t h &t the gold on their veil s ~~s real t ~e y beca~e more envious, 

eve :i tho uPh t h e:· !H::.d f elt the s e e wa r pr e viously· when the:, thought 

i t wa s ert1f5c1e.l . 

2 . Sometimes e.s o s i en of mourning {Ro, th, p. 3!>9} . • • 

nnd tt.e s f!-,e r e· s o n 1n t be Fi :1..°l!c.s . JOII : "BecELuse o f t he c r eat 

J.ea1n in t lJ1e lJB.., Vol. II, 

11.,. ·,:,rv bec ins: "3eceu se o f the oppr P!;Sion or 1;he poor e.nd the 

cri es of ~ c need:,·.••• " 

3 . .J~erous to le t the 00:; 1·1 '.(not', t.ov: M.ucb we~l t h the 

:e• .• ~ heve , 6S would be evident 1'r o too e lt!b :>:-fi~Ei cl othi ng and 1't(l.st s • 

.'his differs sanci:-het r rom the f i rst sugg e s tion . 7 :ie f ir s t is ::ierely 

jeelousr. ? t.is :nee:is to su £c est th~t plunder r:.!t t ::-t!sul t , i nc r e &sed 

tt:..:-:t.. i.. 1or. . tsnd :u: ther re s t r iction in J"e n sh business l i fe. 

4 . Incu r r i :ir o !' d e ot, nor.- pe.yme nt of t 11xes , etc. 

~. .1el 1 _:1 ous r eescn • - trou bl es ct:.-.e •~ c e. 1se of e.xtreve.gence 

(_c:iuc:. t . ;, . ?8) . !'he :-ire o . 1711 i n Fr~k f o:-t 1 ts d irectly e ttr1-
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outed to t he love of luxury. ane. God had punished them. The la•• were 

in t.he nuture of penance. 

6. Practical reeson -- the nhjo~ity surrered great losa 

~~o~ t he fire so the rabbis did not we.nt then to spend ~he t ~s left 

o~ luxuT1ous clothing. 

7. SOc1el reason -- There 1& ~ s11cllt pos s 1o1l1ty t hat 

t he re :-11 s en & t t empt to maintain soo1 al ci 1st 1 uc t1ons, as he..& oeen 

su(bes te1 by writers on general sunptuary lens. !t 1s ~or e likely, 

however, t hat it Wl.S but a ne tur al f ee l ing t hat he who nae ~ore 

s .oul c be a Uoned to dress slight l y bet ~er Lnc ~o enter: aln so~ellh~ t 

more el cborately. The te sk nas to hold er.penses do\'1ll within rellBon­

t.ble limits . 

It will be note-0th.a~ women e.re t he object of &retter oon­

c -:- n than :nen. Fer hrs.µs ro e ~ee.ter inna .. e perso!llil ve.n1 t y of r~ .-:en 

~J,~ ired more ~~stric :. i o~, but it is ~l so e fact t hat t h~ -en of tllr.t 

:.i 11: cl r e:.:se J. wi t h t.oout t.t.e sL..~e c l :..bor otene es. 

e. I!nite tion of G.o :,·1 :;;. . Ccllf.n ( p . 8) say s t het imitation 

o r:·end ed t ne courts c nu rouse d t he .-.et :-ed 01 tne ,seneral community. 

:.1:: su gces t s , t oo , ( p . 10) the. l; t.n e ir enruic i p •. tion caused SOI"!e or t h ia 

l m:u:-:: bec e.use "nc :- .. ere wu:i ous t o plire.de t he i r ne\Vl y won e ~uc..lity • 

. he1·e we re t. t'ew t'l~ r e1t o~fe:1der s and t rte cc,nuo .ity t.t large ex­

prs_sec its disepproval 01 :...11 J er.s . 

T:i.e constant repetition o f l t:,:s , es~ec1all:, b.£ t:. . ns t velvet 

L '11 j ewelry , ~uld 1nd ·ca~e tntt v1ol~t1on was con.~on • .,c,oe of t ! e 

~- ~e s ~ po ~ed fr appu~e~ tly 1ns1g~i f i c~nt o ffenses oeurs tis out, 

!: • • , Le., :-l?, o,tr pu-=-e ?9; Lol'is /j2 a nd J 4 , our page 77. S1..-.1ltrl}·, 

• •• ,:; ~E; ~i "le s '4·e less severe , it is w t e e s ·1-:ec! t ?':~. t t ~e d t:..:: '-·er ot 
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We prooeed to a SO""?ewhe.t more detc 1led conpe.r1s o n ot the 

l e:.'."s or the verious J8'l"1sh c oI:1nun i ties. ~e dee.l first w1 th the laws 

~ith i , one co:mnuni ty . 

In Li th,1t.nie, velvet, atle. s, 6 nd tc t'f et& ere le~islated 

a~u1~s t ~e~eetec l y , 1~ iep, ,., , i••, ioa, which ooulc 1nd1-

c ~te again t hat t n~re tte.5 • constant denbe r of Tiole t1on. Cold Ulc 
s i l ve r in 1l~ost eve r y rorm we.re pr oscr ibed , t. s erna~ents, eJ:2broidery, 

~·, e n thre ud s of these p rec i ous ::ie t t:.l.s . S1.:nilar provisions were :lbde 

a r ci nst t r. e weer1n._: 0 1' ev~n E--rt1 f 1c1al ... e~s , pe e :-1s , etc . · .. -iv ;;e ~r ls 

t :::-e ::. lwt!:·s :.entioned as se;rn . .r r..t e f ro:i ot~e r prec i ous s t o :-ies 1'e ere 

•Jnt..bl e to ess. ,i t ness : J8p, •, •••• tew, .-.•• , 29, 

no11, 6.?ld o'tbers . Lace 5 -;-:ere subject to li:-ce pr oh ibit i ons . The 

seriousness of t r ans g ression ~Ul Je seep ~ro~ t he : act t j ~t in all 

ceses f 1:1e s e r e lev 1e 1 and , very ofte n, e ::r.co:mnun1cat1on is the 

_pe!lel. ty. 

Sbil&r r-=strictions t..re t o be !'ound t!'l:-0•1ghoul the Te.k­

k l!."'loth of o t her countries . Polend , for ez ~l e , i s e~ue.lly severe. 

" tle s !Jld 1e.-:11es k ~e::-e "'Toh H,iteo , as s e e n in t!:le '1Lendessynode, "' 

Le.~ a43; c l ~o ·o ·n e nd s i l ver 1~ en : orm. Furs , ~ere ~ s in Lithu a• 

"l:!. . -..e e f o::- bi d -:. en. : ·e tz is no c~f :"er ent tram the others i n t hese 

respec ts . It 1s int"?!' ~sti ng t o no t e t h ~t e &ch co-nun1ty proh i bits 

:..l ... ost e "". ·.ctl;9 t he se.~ e.rticles o · c l o t hinc . 

· ·etz 1s :,o r e a nxi ous to p l acate t be r.o: 1"1 thn."'l t he o t he::-s , 

ut : e1..st 1 ~ i- so s t ti t.ed ir, s o ·:-n: -:o r ds. : .. i ~ co!T':unit..· 1:: , how­

e v - a 1 t ~or P. l e:11c n 't :o-:-:br 4s oe-;?"o;.hed :, :-t'1 ,ewlywe <! co~~le s t t.e :1 

c:.e-:' • . !.e <!L. i cult~ 1s , ho.7~v er, tLv t r.e ,;.:.../ no t. ce,;re !:O co::ir l e te 

~ ~ - t o: . wck :.inotr. f ::-o· t1.~ o:ie c o::. .u ~11ty , so ll. t . t ou r cocpt. r1sons 

- · "'!c· -1·.n,, s DL .1uet. In onl:, t-;'.';0 l t.ns ,ep and l"W ) re-

·.1.!'c:. :-M_· clo ~~ 1.1 - d~ws Li ttu:..nia g i ?e -:tore - 6&~::.y t o t.he e w. t i e r 
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~ n . ! "1 FolW'ld r.e f i nd only one s uch exce~ tio:1 !'or t.he l!ee.1 thier 

i 1d ividual -- where gol d unc silver cove:-s a re perm! t t ed on t he con­

~: oe~ent bed. Nouhere doe s ~etz neke any ezception for the rich in 

wet :-inc cl ctb1ng; t he sm::ie ca n be s o 1d or Krekau, but Frankf ort 

~6:<es a l l owance f or the newly-,.ed children or cee.-1.th.y parents. :.ot 

so Ha::::iburg. 

:..:et z evidently had probl ems not experienced oy t he o t hers, 

for e:xrunple, i ll t he we&.ri!lf: o f :o;igs . ·:oung ch1ld!'en are e- iven 

ere a ter consideration !lere than elsewbere . 

In ever., co.:miunity, t he ~an ~uets are restri cted in propor­

tion to the weal~t of t he sponsor; elso, 1:,. every co~unity, each 

t :.rpe o r banc.:uet is lec1slated f or sepe!'et ely. I n every case, t he 

-:1ed : inc be. -1<.•Jet is e iven ~ore l ati tude than t he o t !lers. Fo lEnd 

lll ~or:-s a s11,:htl: gree ier expe ndi ture of ::?one:.r t han Li thua.nia, but 

l e s:. "t~ L :i. r.rakau enc -no;-e the n ::etz, e s pe c1£.ll y i or the 3r1th. 

I n r-ene:-al ·:1e :ia.y so.:, tht. t tt.e :'e.(:a no t h ·.~ere .. eant to be 

o .,- r,ed , else t lie::-e -;,ould .. t!ve e~n n ~ ::-ei.son t o r e - e nect t heo . 

:t.e seve r it:· o !· t!!~ J e :u, l:ie s ...nd the positi veness 1:i wh i ch t he lan­

gu~(:e 1s couct ed i nd ic&t e cle t. r l :: tht. t t :i~y ·:een t t o tolerate no 

s ,,:C' -;er f'uc e o ::- c : rcu.r.:::ven t 1n...: o: lor. . .;) i nce i!:le l !!., s e re so often 

si:.:iilt.: , t he s~e ::ai,er_e.ls fo r b1d cien , t l:e st..::e delbitini; of ban-

,_e t s , i t s ee;.1s s~ l'e to e. s me tht. : l c su:::ie t.. e:-. i;;r .l s ~t o f circuc­

s : :..:ic -:. must .. bve ;,reva L : .. ed . ::::ifor t u~e .;ely , de : e 11s 0 1 whc..t tho se 

c.rc~:-:.::.~t !1c e s ,-:er-e ~---e l &c .< 1!1€• 
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GLOSSJ..RY. 

iie inc l ude only t ho se iterms wt.1ch are not ce ner e.lly known. 

:'he f i rst 11st 1s o f iTOrd s 1n liiebr ew charac ter s . 

&rm- band s 
~ arten- :'ur 
l i nes embroi dered 
in cold or sil ver 

tuft on veil 

scarf 

t r ousers t usu w.ly) 

shawl 

f el t coe:.t 
also 

ch:.1 in- .10:-k em-
br o~der y 

fr iezed c l oth 

j a cil:et 

\·1oocen !leel s 

he,p , ccnvass 

short :; 

1·~1eze folc! , p l t.it , 
{Kreusen ) 

\'rreath , cro1:n , 
gtirlc.nd 

,•,Jo ey es (cu t outs in shoes ) 

ciuf't , tac i n.gs (J~ufschl ag ) 
9ptl"IDD 

r,ae111 

t yp e ot s i lk or v elve t 

u:llder s hirts 

b,eave r 

,., .... ,., .... 
• 

o:rntsment se t r.1 th Jenel s ~.,,, n.,••• o:r ~ :-:e n i set in j ewe l s, bel'ts, e tc . 
c.a:ps (A..'ti t zen) 1• ,~~,2 

, .. 
1• t •"le 

ap1• .. p 

,. 'Js,4»p 

reHap 

•pe,,p 

, .. •,p 

,·~sas,p 

sioe.ked 1n water 

l.Jeundry 

t a !'t eta 

Essbett f o r Pese.ch 

c l asps 

,e,.,, ,•1, .,.,.,,,•1 
eru 

he.t (Ko pf bedeclrung) 

s l i t s leeTes 

coe. t 

t affeta 

t !if feta p1•2e 1 • 2e • 
co~t w1 t :. s tr i nc s 1ns t eec! .,.ft 

n i _;h t c&ps 12• , .... ~. or bu t tons 

f'oreheed c lot hs (tesemko) ""°'" 
Jewel ')•)' . 

:n.!.ro.u!. k e •••,~o 



For the f o l lo. 1n.~- .;e !leve i'ounc no ~ewi1ngs or the meanirl~ • 

found did not fi t the text: 

p•JD•P rpJ■o"lla 
,•1■0•1• 

l L:. ce J•pW-1'1 • ■1111•• ••• ,.., ,11a •• · , 

(i•••J p••· t••111apJ w111ap •J,"I•-

u ·, 11~"- p•aap \ ••pe•:a,ea, tp•ea,aa 
h&t of f ur ,,.,. c,pa■p ,·~---

,le cuess e t th e f oll owi ll(; : 

e~1J 1 vc.lent to iC.riesen •• •• ••••••.••• • . .. ........... .. .. . 
';ef!. i ede r suggested; !10 suer: ·.-:ard : runci . I ossibl;· 

~ f1ede:----plumes • fe ~t~e :-s .. . • • • • • • • 'lf"I• ,e• 1 

The f ollor:in..; 1s co!lpos ed or Ger..:~n ,;;ore s only. : he firs, t 

section coni~.ns o :i.ly t hose rorJ s whose ~eb.ll ::1£ 5 are f~:rly cert~1..n . 

:)oppelkrausen { .. f41p ) •• J:l t: i ted blous es 

" : ·1sc~be in::-ocke • • • •••••• •• cotts s ti : fE: :ie c. oy st.aves of \,hwe- bcne 

" ? ~a~zen • ..... .. . • ..... •.. ~1~_ es 

';elon • •. •••• • • .• • ••.• . . .. l ace, [t:. l.:.. on 

Jo;--e • ... . . •... ..... . .. .. cu:ai,~] , j ecke!i 

.:· ~:e:i • •••• •• . • ..• ••• • • . • 11ne l a ce 

.. lu~c _:erri • ••• •••••• • • •••• t asse l s 

:.tr • .• ••.. . • . • . • •. .••... ::c :.~ ::-
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~Ls ten ••••••••••.••• t ~s sel s 

.1iere •• • •••••••••• • •• loop 

" ~chc.rpen •••••••••··· scu.rrs 

8 chlin~en ••••• • •••••• mesh , loop 

~ch\?eif •••••••••••••• tre.in 01 e dre s s 

~pun~~n ••••••.••• • ••• ~racele ~s, buckle s , clasps 

~res seb •••••••••••••• lace------"gelten als zeic~en von Tt.rnehmheit 
und reichtum." ( Crir.mi 's Deut scbes .~rte rbuch) 

·aeren ••••••••••••••• he.t w1 t h ruffled u~i te fi ::e lece 

,le conjecture about t he fol_o ,,1ng: 

" ~em1sohlern ••••• ••• •• unde:-sh1rts 

7e1 ·::1o~en •••••••••••• i f the se:~.e uS ?elbel , it :::1e&::is "flounce" 

Fl e: en ••••••••• • ••••• p os 1bly "pfle ,~n," to b?"a i d . 7he ,2 often drop­
fra:i m r a s . 

uer~t •••••• • • . •••••• • l ~undzy 
.. ?Chpfle- e ••••••••••• o breided ~mot hi __:h on the heed 

., 
::ullen ••••••••••••••• cloak or cap 

:.u :;e_:-1 . ..cc ••••••••••• c. p i ece of j t::welry bu t ::ioth1!1£ specif ic 

} _c..s.;er _:e r ••••••••••• 1 : .. lt- s~::ie ~s r ~l l!s t erc .. en , it ::ee.ns "beauty 
patch '' 

~e ..:eni~l e i d ••••••••••• obv i ous!:.,· & r t.in- cot. t o r so .• ethin· s 1.; 1l ur . lt 
,:11:. ~ ::ot ~ce · , ::.o·.-.e ·:~:- , t ~t s·Jc E c arr:1e:1.t 
see~s~ prop~ 1c ~ t ~e co~ t ext o~ seve~ c.l occ t:.S i ons. 

vch~r e n.•.••.•••• ■• . :.n .. ..:!'.lt !le St..18 t£S .JCt tfroen. .'he int er c ~-t,t Of 
;> t1rr! r 1s .;c:-i-:io~ ;t1loloc i c &l l y . 

J ch:u~der - ~ el!l ••••• _n~ .. o~c J chlotter ~ vt.~s l oose - :it t i ng. Gri?:m:1 
su1-£est s s c. l ot ; er I.ls one c: ~ ~ princi ple pt.rts 
o : .:ebludce:-n . !t ,-:oulc t h-;;n ·e~n "'l.cose- : 1 t'tinf.~ 

s; e ci t ic. 
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For t hese -=ro r ds we find no meenine : 

ArulLlcker 

Can touc!len 

Certun 

Cornetten 

!>amnel-pl a ten 

Fontangien 

Forschelchen 

Pietten, l<l.so Ecndpietten 

- l e. ten 

2lenn 

:1effrock 

2a tten 

Schwmnerluck 
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