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INTRODUCTION 

Ever since biblical times, fasting has been 

a method used by the Jews and their f0rebears te 

indicate repentance, and te intercede with Heaven 

t• avert the severe decrees which seemed to bear 

down upon them in al l ages. It is interesting te 

note, however, that most of the fasting done in 

biblical and post- biblical times was connected in 

some way to the agricultural cycle of life (see 

J()el 1:14, 2:15-1?, Zechariah 7 : 2- 6, II Chronicles 

20 : 3-4, Jesephus Antiquities Book XIV 2 :1). It is 

this problem which led me to investigate the Mishaah 

tractate dealing with f astm, Ta'anit. 

In the course of compiling the notes on the 

text of the Mishnah itself, I felt that certain prob-, 

lems arose which were too impejrtant to be dealt with 

enly in a note. These I have included in the secend 

sectian of t he thesis, labelled Excursuses . Since the 

greatest value of this work will not be in its origin­

atlty or erudition, but rather as a guide to sources, 

I have included at the end of each chapter and excursus 

a bibliography unique t~ that section. A general 

bibliography including all these references, plus others 

•fa more general nature, will be found at the end of 

this theeis, separated into languages, and listed within 
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each language greuping alphabetically, by author. 

Two Hebrew texts were used in the preparation 

of this thesis. The two texts were cempared and 

cembined. The basic text used was the Schulzinger 

pheto-•ffset edition of the Vilna edition of the 

Mishnah, the Standard Edition refe!'red to in this 

paper, and the one used generally by students . This 

was compared with the critical text of Malter. In 

the Hebrew text •f this paper, sections appearing in 

the Malter edition which do not appear in the Standard 

Edition are set eff with squar~ brackets 

Sections which appear in the Standard Editien which 

d• net appear, or which appear in different form 

frem the Malter Edition are set off in pa.rentheBes ( ). 

Sections in the Engiish translation set off in 

slanted brackets L" J are 1nterpolat1ens of the 

author which serve to clarify the text. Both the 

µalter and Danby translations of the text were used, 

tegether with other dictionary sources, to arrive at 

the translation of the text used in this thesis. 

I wish to express my sincere thanks to Dr. 

Tepfer, my thesis guide, without whose help I mtght 

still be floundering in Chapter Two. Thanks also to 

Dr. Orlinsky for his sugg~stion of sources in the 

field of ai•oheological research, to Dr . Kiev for his 

great aid in locating books and sources, to the library 
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sta.ff whe put up with rr.y occasional bursts et· 

impatience to serve me well, and te my congregation, 

Temple Sholom •f Bellerose, who forgave my defectiens 

in cengregational duties for this period. 

I must also express my thank!'u.l.ness to my wife, 

whe endured days and nights alone while I was in the 

throes ef this paper : she is an "emese eshes chayil". 

My three- menth old sen, knowing the needs of his 

father, has co- eperated admirably by developing a 

bewitiful capacity for sleep without which this thesis 

would nover have been completed. To all these, my 

sincerest and humblest thanks. I hope that n•ne will 

be dissappointed by this work. 

(111) 

Joel c. Debin 
Jan. 22, 1954 
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TA ' ANIT 

CHAPTER ONE 

1. From whRt time do they make mention of 
(1) (2) 

''the power of rain" ? R. Eliezer says : 
(3) (4) 

From the first day of the Festival • R. Joshua 
(5) (4). 

says : From the last day of the Festival • 

Said R. Joshua (to him): Indeed, and are not 
(6) 

the rains a sign of a curse on the Festival; 

why should f.9n3 make mention of it ? Said 

R. Eliezer to him: Indee d , :.: did not say to 

pray for /..rairy, but only to make mention of 

/yai n/; ''He ca.useth the wind to blow and the 

rain to fall in its season". Se.id {R. Joshu~ to 

him : If t his is the case , one may make mention 
(?) . 

Gr rai!!/ at all times 

( l) This refers to the versepe6) ~-,11.11 (! n~ ~ ' e JI 

"He causeth the wind to blow and the rain 

to fall," wh ich is inserted following the first 

verse of the second benediction of the ;) ) ~~ ,') _,, / .I~ 

(See BeraJ;i.ot 5:2) . This benediction begins 

( 1) 



with the words; ~1..f)N fJ'/1/V 1
,, pJ ,~s 

Y1eh1} ,n >1Jl/<. This benediction is called 

7 / ~t ,)J)/c. 

Jl I 1 I ~~ , 

powers (see Rosh Hashanah 4:5). Here the causing 

of r ain to fall is mentioned in connection with the 

causing of wind t o bl ow and other manifestations of 

God ' s power generally. The actual prayer for r ain 

is found in the ninth benediction of the ~>1e1r iJ...JJ/,1£. 

whic~ begins with t he words: r 
-S.::, -.Jl/<I J?/(.:J;} .;JJe>) _,,,. /..J ';}l/c 

• 'ilrl ,cs i>Jl fc liL.J? 

At this point , a request for rain and dew for the 

crops i s entered as part of the prayer. It may be 

that the terin '?'tie<! J) l? lriC is t aken from the 

opening of the second benedic tion and its title in 

Misro~aic t i mes . This would distinguish the menti on­

ing of the rain in the s econd benediction, the ?'#e~ 

found in the -fll , IM~ , or the 

from the ~,~e i f ound in t he ninth benedic tion which 

asks f or good crops , the \> 'N(>C J)J /cQ. • In the 

r:tshnah, the only word used for prayer is .,) f,. ~ J 

in contrast to 

-i).) 1ri i s a t echnical term, indicating 

a specific form of prayer. A prayer , to be ccnsidered 

a 'l) .)'}~ , mus t contain the formulaic expression 
1
ll 11J>k f 11~. This may appear a t t h e beginning of 

the prayer ; 

pn} /c·J111,1 

( 2) 
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at the end of the prayer; r,,, e· J,•:J f~/Y .J);?;,k 
· f1, "H: 1,rr ,h1, Jc 

or both at the beginning and the end of the prayer; 
J)"l/.fl , .. S J..l>.J ?€.le p f,'6" n ,r,.,.., /J',.,r,, ';, ,)J)/c r' 1M 

. ,1)/Jli) / JII.J ' ,) ,).})/c 1/Jri • /..J.::,/J)~ 'f ( ..J pf,y "I>/ JIµ/< 

',) ,) J>~ f l1M JJ ~,1Jc !"'' 

The Amoraim g ive two ~ossible biblical 

derivations for the term P '#e( ..fll?l~C • In 

Job 5 :9-10 we find : r 
. ,;:;o/11' j'I< - '.?'t JJ,J< J ~..1 

,JJ1J1n •..Ja [T p-,.v /Jfe, 
"' 7j1n /'''' .. mf 1c! .>e., 
'l?Jc '.J;r f'r 7 ( H /.JU,, 

11\Vho cioeth great things and unsearchable , 

marvelous things without nwnber . Who giveth rain 

upon the earth, and s endeth wa ter upon the fields. " 

This is advanced by the Amoraim as a source for the 

term P'llft J)/7/~(.. HowevP.r , in niether d: the above 

verses is the term ,)?INt used, Rabbah bar R, Shila 

ralates this verse to Isaiah 40 : 28 , through the word 

',) r~,T 1vS/<' Jl"'µ(l 

. /J).J/~Js ,·;m /''' 
/c~ • P/1 .J)'l ~• S,1 
"\,~II 1S, ~)" ,J 

"Hast thou not known? Tio.st thou not heard 

that the everl4sti11g God, the Lord , the Creator rf 

heaven and earth fai"lteth not, neither is !le weary? 

Tiis discernment is pas t ses.1•ching out. 11 Because o f 

the mention of crent i on in this verse , i t i s related 

by its meaning to PsRlm 65 : 7 : 
. »71J ~ ~ 7J/w mJ'rl r•1;, /'..) /V 
(3) 



"Who by thy st::-ength scttest f ast the mounta~ns , 

·.'fuo art girded i:i.bon t with l"'light . 11 

The verse , J ob 5 : 9 , contains the word 

1pn , as does the verse Isaiah 40 : 28 . Theref ore , 

a ccording to the hermeneutical principle of ~ /~ ~7J ~, 

the ve~ses ~re related to each other. 

The verse I saiah 40: 28 refers t.o creation, 
Cl 
!?~~ .1>1Jp i11~ ) , as does the verse Psa lms 65 : 7 . 

'l'hus , the t wo verses are contextually related. And 

since J ob 5 : 9 is related to Isaiah 40 : 28 , i t is also 

rel~ted to Psalms 65 : 7 , f or if we set up t h e following 

systern: 

Job 5 : 9 - = A 

Isai:lh 40 : ~8 = B 

?saln:s o5: 7 • C, then we find that A = B; 8 = C; 

thd~e~ore A = r, . Thus , since the term 

found in Psal ns 65 : 7 , it can be joined to the implied 

f>·11e~ in Joh 5 : 9 -10 , and thus a biblical 
.s 

foun.iar;ion !'or ':.he term it found. 

(2) For a iisc~3sion of all proper no.mes , see 

A~pend.:. x . 

(3) :'he 15th ,lay 0 f Tishre. 



(4) ~h~ , the Festival par excellance , refers 

to the "'e~st of '.i' >be:-n.icles , .JJl.:)O . In ll1.mbors 29 :12 

it st'l.tes : 

"Ye q' "'11 \coep a. feaqt ·.into the Lord seven da:-s 11 . 

In connection with neither of the other two p1lgr wage 

/)O ~ , is the term ~/} f J}~/1/ 

used . 

Like~·s~, in Lev. ~~ : 34 - 44 , we find the 

tt•rm ~ h thric e us~C:. in connect.ion \'/1th t he Feast o f 

':'abe.,...,ncl es . 

Lev . 23 : 34 r r 
(;: ?/>) fl' ,e--r- ))eJII>~ ? N k~ ~~)e! 

• 
1»~ P'N' J>"-r::Je. .J>l..::>Oi) r n 

L~v . ~7 : 39 r 
.J>/c P..> Jok .:J ''< '.:)b1 ~ ?/I J f>/' J~ ,')e1<1t>~ fie 
f/';j f 'AI' J)~rle \) (!_/> .J)/c /~/)J, f?ft.f'> .J)/c INJI 

-/U>~e. 'J 'P~)) PJ'AI JI.J>~e ,,e/n;, 
L~v. ?..:> : 41 '1.. •,S ,.n t.J1/( f''.flrfll r)1T J)"I/J ,)Jt.:-, f't-1' .J>""<~ '- r 

I ./.))/< /~f>JJ I "'(•~~.,') '<.9[):::J f_)'J> ) 1tl 

r;,he Pc:1 t · val of Passover ls not called , 

but rather the ."e stival of Unleavened i3"ea..: is so 

co.lled , J>iJ,,h'"> ~/? • (Lev . 23 : o - A, Nwn. 29 : l o - 25) 

':he Feast of 1 .e u, 1.:.keHi se is not called 

~h (Lev . 23 :15-2~ , J;1 un . 29 : ?6- 31) 

"'l1us J)l::>O •.u.s the Festival known 

pred Y'linantly in 13.ihlicul t ir es by the tern ~ /J , and 

is tlrnreft,re c 1.lled (!/> ">, , Tile Festival. 

( 5) 



Althoueh in Li turgy ~/7 is used in c onnection 

with .J>J"'flrle , t here is no Biblical s upport for 

thie usage . 

(5) The eight.h <iay of the Festival : Shemini Atseret 

(see Levit icus 23 : 36) . 

(6) Rain at the beginning of the Feast of Tabernacles 

would be considered a s i gn of God ' s displ easure, since 

one could not then observe the con:mandnent to dwell 

in Booths (see Sukkah 2 : 9 and Leviticus 23 : 42) . 

Tllis is als o the in- gathering season , the time for 

gathering t he f r11its of the land (Leviticus 23 : 39 ) , 

s.nd I'a in at this t ime woul d not permit the crops to 

be harve s ted , c au s ing fa.mine in the coming year . 

( 7) Jvien tion of rai n , as a manifestation of God I s 

power gener ally , coul d be made a t any t i me of the 

ye~r , and need not have been mentioned in our Mishnah. 

Hov,ev e::., , s i nc e t he ? 'N€.C J)7:J..3)1 is considered 

as par t of t he ritu al needed to bring on benevolent 

rain f0r the crops, t he opinion of R. Eliezer is not 

acc epted. 

( 6) 



•□ ,~Wl? 1 100 ~1;,~ □ 'O~li1 n~ p';,~,w l'~ :i 
ilJ1'li1 'J!:l? ,:i,v;i : [fi, ,n:2 J ::i □ i,z,r.,J ,o,~ ;,1 1;,, , ::i, 
1 J'~ p w~,;i, ,,:Jm p,n~;i ln ?!!7 J 1'711~i1 :rn, □ 1' ::i 

J1ii1~il t1J , ,:no p ,zn-:,il ,no9 1;,w 1iw~,il :rn, □ 1'::i ; 7':no 
• , , :J ro , .J , ~ 

2 . They do not pray for rai11 except near 
( 8) 

Lfhe season foi} rain • R. Judah says {].n 

the name of ben BathyrJ : He who passes befo1•,e 
(9) 

the A~k on the last d~y of the Festi val /i>r 
(10) (11 ) 

Tabernacley , t h e last one makes mention 
(12) 

of t'.the r ain? , . (13) 
and the f irst one makes 

no mention of [the r a inJ. 
(14) 

Passover , the first one 

5he r a in?, l~ il the last one 

of Lthe rain?. 

On the first day of 
(13) 

(11) 
makes rnention oj~ 

makes no ment ion 

(8) This passage i s mispl aced , as evidenced by 

t he dif.ficulties t h e Amoraim had i n justifying 

its wording {",Jt~.> ..Jl/< f'~lc / e f' C• It should 

f ollow th6 second passage, beginning with the 

wo:bds • In this manner• 

t he difficulties a.re res olved, since t h e Mishnayot 

dealing with ~•rflt .])1:::>j)) are in sequence, pre~ 

ceedi ng t he Mishnayot deal i ng with 

which are also in sequence . (For the difference 

between r·rt< .P">-:>J,1 and r•11 tt' _p}" t. ' see t his 

chapter , note (1) above, For a discussion of the 

r ainy seasons i n I srael , see Excursus I. ) 

(7) 



(9) The precentor , who leads the congregation. 

(10) This is Shemini Atseres . 

(11) The precentor who leads the additional service, 

t he ~OJA' . 

(12} By saying 

first verse of the second benediction in the 

j)?ct"t" ,)..Jt,te. • (For t he teoporal and liturgical 

beginning of the p•.,.-tt .P'>:>J ;1 and t he f•lf~c' pl1te. 

in present day litu~gy, see Excursus 2 . ) 

(13} Tho precentor who leads the morni ng service, 

(14) The 15th of ?lisan. 

(8 } 



· ,,r.>,~ ;i,,il., 'Ji ?a,r.iw.i.il n~ l'?~n, f,nr.i 1>1 ( ' 11):i 
; i D~Jw ,l0'J ~~,w ,9 :ir.i,~tt,0,, ,:i, .no~;, i1:J9'W 19 

• "P'D~i::i w1p1nn ili1r.i owl a:>? , ,, 1" 

-, ll • t? 1\\7l 'Im'~ ~ 
-,l)'t?iw:i i'~I') .. 

2(cont 1d . ) 
(15) 

Until what time-i:- do they pray 
(:!.6) 

f or rain? R. Judah says : Until the passing of 
( 17) (18 ) 

Passover. R. Jose>l-1} says: Until the end 
(19) 

of Nisan, as it is said: "And He causes the 

rain to fall for you , the fo!".ner rain and the l atter 
(20) 

rain in t he first ,.G;ont!!.711 • 

* When , in t h e Standard Edition. 

·:l-'k R. Meir , in the Standard Edition. 

(15) Malter's reading of the Mishna makes more sense 

in this context , t han does the Standard Edition. 

(16) Hy saying in the 

ninth benediction of the 

{17) The ~1st of Nisan in Israel, the 22nd of 

Nisan in the Diaspora. 

(18 ) The prevailing readings of the Mishna manuscripts 

extant is 1'kN 1
1 • Both the Tosephta Ta 1 anit 1:1 

and Vayikra Rabba 35 :12 support the reading of 

and our standard editions read likewise. (See Malter , 

Ta 1 anit, Amer . Acad. Jew. Research , New York 1930, 

pg. 1, note on R. Jose, line 14 . ) 

( 9) 



(19) The Tose9hta Ta 1 anit 1:1 supports t his view. 

(20) Joel 2 : 23 

(10) 



l 
?~'?Dl lJi .o,nwlil n~ l'?~1'V 11m, 0J ~"d?~J l 

37' l ' 'O '7:l , ln il -,,, ~ □ 1" 7!QV ilWr.l!1 .,, 1 J il9:lVi'J : i O 1~ .n,~ iilJ? ?~il!''J'V pi11~ffu 

On t he third o f Mar~esh van they 
( 22) 

pray for rain. Rabban Gamliel says : On the 

seventh 
( 2]; ) 

thereof, fifteen days after the Pestival, 

so that [thtiJ last of the 
(24) 

reach the Euphrates . 

(23 ) 
Israelites may 

(21) In B.T. Baba Metzia 28a, there is a discussion 

with reference to the l aw that lost articl es which 

are found must be proclaimed by the finder in Jerus alem 

at each of the three pilgrimmage festivals . An 

allowance of seven days is made, allowing three days 

for travelling each way, and one day of the festival 

for making the needed proclamation, accor ding to the 

Tanna R. Judah. In connection with this di ~cussion, 

t~o opinions are given as to t h e reason Rabban Gamliel 

allowed fifteen days for travel . The opinion of R. 

Joseph is t h at Rabban Gamliel referred to the days 

of the First Temple, when Jews were more numerous 

and needed more t ime for travel . (According to 

Kings I 4 : 20, the inhabitants of the land were many, 

as the sands by the sea, while according to Ezra 2 : 64 

and Nehemiah 7 : 66 , the population duri ~g the period 

of the Second Temple was 42,360. ) Abaye s tates t hat, 

because Jews were more numerous in the days of t h e 

( 11) 



First 'l'emple , they c ould f orm caravan companies 

and travel day and night, and t hus n eeded. only 

three days t r avel t ime each way. Theref ore Rabban 

Gamliel's allowance of f ifteen days travel time 

r efer red to t he days of the Second Temple, when 

the~e were fewer people and therefore could not t r avel 

day and ni ght, for fear of at t ack. Raba states 

tha t ther e was no difference in population, but 

offers no explanation f or Rabban Gamliel'a extension 

of travel t ime. 

( 22) It would s eem t hat this s t a t ement is super­

fluous, s ince we have the sta teme11t i n t;b.e 

immediatel y preceeding Mishna: ~ 

f '"e~ f ,,~o I< )le. r •f'e.t v .J»c /' lk1t I'" 

According t o the Tosephta Ta 1anit 1: 3 , t h e rain 

necessary f or the earl y f'r uctification of the 

harvest occurs on the t h ird of Maraeshvan . 

This i s the opi nion of R. Meir, and would coi ncide 

wi t h the openi ng s tatement of this Mishna . However , 

accordi ng t o the same Tosepnta, the opi n i on of 

R. Yehuda i s that the r a in needed for the early 

fructification occurs on the seventh or Ma.raeshvan. 

This opi nion would suppoi,t ~hat of Rabba.n Gamliel 

i n our Mishnah. Thus it may be that the statement 

i n our Mi shna concerning t ravel time from the 

Euphrates may be a gloss attempting to explain t h e 

(12 ) 



differing opinions stated, after their true 

basic differences had been forgotten. 

It would seem that this Mishna was 

set down from two divergent s 01.1rces, both available 

to Judah h a-Nasi . Thi s may be supported by the 

similarity i n the two opening phrases of Mi shnayot 

2 and 3 . (For a discussion of the sources of the 

Mishna , see: Lauterbach in J.E. vol. 8 , 1904 ed. 

Neubauer, ed. Letter of Sherirah Ga.on 

Yai monides' 1ntroduct:ton and commentary on Mi shna 

fol l owi ng tr'1.ctate Berakhot. 

Brtill, J. Mebo La- Mishna 

Rappaport, S . J . in Kerem Hemed vol.7 pp. 1 57-167 

Krochmal, A. Toledot R. Yehuda ha-Nasi in Hechalutz 

vol . 2 pp .75- 83 

Idern ibid. vol.3 pp.ll~- 124 

Idem preface to Yerushalayim ha- Ben~ya Lemberg 1867 ) 

(23) \Ve lmow that uews living in t he Diaspora. 

were required to appear i n Jerusalem during the 

three pilgrimmage festivals from the following 

source (J. T . Rosh Hashana 3 :1): 
I~)'~ ..J)J'~<';) f--r ;ut ,') J>i< /'7 N1i#'~ l'.Jllf 
>"> ~Y' . 11""<'//'I ~<1t' •.J~ f-:.,, ,'f '~•"> lei J"':f'rl 

~< Jty'Q. ··tJc . ~~? V f .:> rile / ~'t I t J)I-{'( I/J >-, .J>IC 

,o,~ ,..,")J J'<"'t»~ / >.,, J"'f>_J ?~ 

(See al so J .T . Shevi •it 10:2, J . T. Neda.rim 6:8, 

J . T . Sanhedrin 1:2.) 

(13) 



(24) Becausa of their great distance from 

Jerusalem, Jews living east of the Euphrates 

River were not obliged to make the pilgr immages 

on the t hree fest ivals of _J)I;)() , J)t'( / ~~ and 

~1JJ1-vt t>) t> o;J • Since it was incumbent upon those 

Jews living west of this river to make the 

pilgrimma ge , the Jews living i n Judea did not 

pray for r ain until sufficien t time had elapsed 

to permit the Babylonian Jews to return to 

their homes . (Malter, Ta 1 anit, J.P .S . edition 

pg . 2 note 8.) 

(14) 



1?"T1ni1 ,a,r.iw.l ,,,, ~,, 111m,n:i 7t7Y ;,9:iw ;1,l;-, , 
,ilj,v:.,m J,n,w, 1,,j,~ ;(n, ,lvn ;w,w) l,J9nr.> a,, ,n ,~ 

W'OWn~, , ?1lDi1 n?,9JJ1 ,ilj,0)1 ,i'U'R"1J1 ,nj~?OJ 1,, n,o, 
• i'1:mil 

4 . /If/ the 17th of Mar~eshvan had come, 

and rain had not fallen , 
(26) 

fast (three fasts ) . 

(25) 
individuals begin t o 

They may eat and drink after 
(27) 

nightfall, 
( 28) 

t hemselves , 

and are permitted t o work, to wash 
(29) 

to annoint themselves, to wear 
(30) 

shoes, 
(31 ) 

and to have sexual i ntercourse . 

(25) This ~efers to distinguished individuals; 

leaders of t h e communi ty, members of the courts, 

and their students. (B . T. Ta 1 ani t l Oa-b ) 

Individuals fasted for cany reasons. 

they fasted as a sign of mourning (Samuel II 1:12), 

for the recovery of the sick (Samuel II 1 2:16 ff , 

B.T. Ta ' anit 10b), before and during war (Samuel I 14:13 ff, 

Ta ' ani t 3 : 7), or for self-mortification (B.T . Ta 1 anit lla) . 

The l ast- mentioned individual, the ')'j..l, had to 

br i ng a Te~ple sin- off ering a t the end of his nazirite 

period , since witholding from one's-self the pleasures 

of normal life is considered a sin . 

The fasts enjoined upon the community 

will be d!scus ~ed as t hey appear in our Mishna. 

(15) 



It is pos sible t h at the t orm 

does not refer t o i ndividu als a.s def ined above, 

but rather to a group who were contempor aneous to 

t h e Mishna, and who called themael ves ,/l •i'> j>''10 or 

', t>',1 ..J>J'f • (See A. Dupont-So!Ill'ler Dead Sea Scroll s) 

This group may have been composed of those, 

who were especially rigorou.s in ritual obe1ervance, 

or they may also have been a group of sectaries not 

connected. with the main stream of Jewish legal and 

ritual development . If the latter is the case, then 

it would seem to me t hat such a weighty ma.tter a.s 

the ritual o f fasting for rainfall nould not have 

been entrusted to them. If the former is the case , 

i t r::.ay be t hat our Mishna indeed r efers to these 

men of the 

(26) Fa s ts for individuals were nel d on Monday, 

Thursday and Monday, just as public fasts . The 

sag~.; hel d that more t han two fasta a week was a 

h ardship too great to i mpose upon t he people . 

(Malter Ta ' anit J.P .S . edi tion Pg. 3 note 9 .) 

(27) After nightfall o f the day preceed i ng t he 

fas t . Th us, i f one fast ed on Monday , eating and 

drinking, etc . on Sunday n i ght was perrni tt«:,d . 

However, i f one fell as l tep at nightfall an d awoke , 

he could not eet or dri nk t hen. Also, eat l ng and 

drinking wa-e permitted t hroughout the night; until 

the rise o f the sun. (Bert i nora) 
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(28) Washing was not considered as much a pre­

requisite f'or health as i t was for ritual purity , 

although the Tal mud states that cl eanlinei~s is next 

to Godl i ness (Sotah 9 :15). There are throe class es 

of washirrg recognized biblically and rabinni cally: 

1. Washing the hands ( B . ~~ . llullin 106a, 

Shulchan Aruch: 0rach Chayim ss.117-165 ) 

2 . Washing both hands and feet, which 

applied only to t hos e about to perform pr1.estly 

functions (Exodus 30 :19, i bid. 40 :31), although this 

form of washing also had its secular charsLcter (Genesis 18:4, 

ibid . 24: 212) . 

3 . Total imme1•si on of t he body . This 

applied to the ritual purif ication of a cu.red leper 

(Leviticus 14:8 - 9), of one who had come in.to contact 

with an individual who had suff ered an unclean i ssue 

(ibid. 1 5 :S~lm8) , an individual who had suffered an 

unclean issue (ibid. 15:16- 18), and a menstruous 

woman (rabbinical interpretation of Samael II 11:2 & 4 

and Numbers 31 : 23) . 

( 29) There are two Hebrew verbs meaning t ,o annoint, 

he# and r'O• The former applies to ritual anno1nting, 

such as the arll'loir.ting of kings (Judges 9: 8 & 15 , 

Samuel I 9:16, Samuel II 19 :10, Kings I 1: ,39 and many 

other instances), and of priests ( Exodus 213: 7, 

ibid. 30 : 30, ibid . 40 :13-15 , Leviticus 6 :13 , ibid. 8 :12)~ 

The l atter , from wh ich our noun form ~ J'O is derived, 

(17) 



applies to annointing with oil or perfumes ror 

the purposa of secular cleanliness, health or 

beauty (Deuteronomy 28 :40 , Ezekiel 16:9, Micah 6 :15 , 

Psalms 104:15). Annointing often accompanied 

bathing (Samuel II 12:20, Ruth 3: 3 , B.T.Shabbat 41a, 

B. T. Sotah llb , Susanna 17), and was part of the toilet 

in preparation for a feast (Amos 6:6 , Psalms 23 : 5 , 

Ecclesiastes 9 :8) . Annointing was considered as 

pleasurable as drinking (Shabbat 9:4). 

Annointing was discontinued as a sign 

of mourning (Samuel II 14:2, Dani el 10:3), and was 

resumed after the mourni ng period had pasP,ed (J,1dith 10 :3, 

Samuel II 1 2 : 20) . 

Annointing for both health and pleasure 

was permitted on the Sabuath (J. T , Ma 1aser Shen1 2 :53b, 

J.T. Yebamot 9:12a), but was forbidden in either case 

on Yorn Ki~yur (Yoma 8 :1, B. T .Yoma ?6b); however , on 

the Ninth of Ab, annointing for rea sons of health was 

per mit t ed (B.T .Ta'anit 127b) . 

(30 ) In ancient times , shoes or sandals were worn 

onl y at special times, as when travelling (Exodus 12 :11, 

Joshua 9 : 5) . However, during the course of tim9, the 

wearing of sandals or shoes became rather common. 

(18) 



Sandals were made of wood or leath er as the ~ ~terial 

for the sole , e.nd were fastened t o the feet with 

leather straps . 

The sanctuary was always entered 

barefoot (Jos~ua 5 :15) , and in the period of the 

Temples in Jerusalem, the pri est always removed 

his sandals before blessing the people (see Al.fas i 

J)J.:>r 1) , B. T .Megi l l ah 375b} . Accordi ng to t he 

Talmud (B.T .Sanhedrin 7b), the sandal was used by 

the judge to chasti ze the person who woul d not a ccept 

hls decree, and by the teacher, to punish his 

recalcitrant pupils . 

Removing the s andals was a sign of 

mour ning (Samuel II 15 : 30 , Isaiah 20.2, Ezekiel 24 : 17 & 23 ). 

Shoes were different from sandals, in 

that they covered the entire foot . Although the most 

prevalent footwear among the Palestinian Hebrews was 

the s andal, s hoes were in evidence even i n early times 

(see Ezekiel 16 :10 , Song of Songs ? !l , Judith 16 :11 ) . 

The br14egroom had to provide three pairs of shoes 

for his bride yearly , one pair at each o~ the three 

pilgrimmage f estivals (B. T . Ketubot : 64a. ) . As articles 

o f necessity, shoes were cons ider{,d more i mportant 

than the be8Jlls of a house, but less important than 

food (B . T.Shabbat 129a) . 

(19) 



(30) During the period of mourning for the dsad , 

one must abstain from eating meat and wine O1a1monides 

Abel 4 : 6J Y.D. 341 :1), from working (I\LA.5 : 8 , Y.D . 380:2) , 

from sexual i ntercours e (M.A.5:1 , Y. D.380 :1) , f rom 

weari ng shoes (Keser Mi shneh to M.A. 5 : 6 , Y. D. 382:1)., 

from bathing his body (M .A.5 : 4, Y.D. 381 :1), and from 

annointing his body (M.A. 5 : 4, Y.D.381:2) . We can see 

how these laws c f mourni ng coincide with our l aws of 

f asting i n this 16.i shna and in t he f ol l owing Mishnayot. 

The problem of the relationship between mourning and 

fasting will be dealt with in Excursus 7 . 

(20) 
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vhw J'ir,1 
w,ownJ1 ,?ilOil 1'1?'9l J1 ,~:>'0J1 ,;u,n, J1 ,n~~?DJ 1,,n,o, 

• :-ror.,n 

5 . /If/ the first day of Kislev had come , 

and rain had not fal len, the court enjoins three 

fasts upon the community. They may eat and drink 
(30) 

after nightfall, and are permitted to work, 

to wash themsel ves , t o annoint themselves , to 

wear shoes and to have sexual inter- cours e . 

(30) According to J ewi sh law , the day begins 

with the sun- down of the previous day. Since 

those observing these fi r st three days of 

fasting are permi tted to eat upon a portion of 

the fast day , t his i ndicat es that these firs t 

fasts are the least stringent of the thirteen 

fasts which can be decreed. 
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6 . /lf7 these /Jast dayy passed, and 

/.}he prayers of the c ongregatio!i7 were not 

answered , the court enjoins three other fasts 

upon the connnunity. They may eat and drink 
(31) 

while i t i s yet day , and are f orbidden 
(32) 

to work, to wash themselves , to annoint 

t hemselves , to ~ear shoes , or to have sexual 

i ntercourse , (and they l ock lthe doors ot/ the 
(33) 

bath- houses) . 

------ ----------
(31) Since this second set of three fast - days 

are more rigorous , the fast begins with sundovm 

of t he previous day , and one is permitted to eat 

only during the dayl i ght hours of the day previous 

to the fast . According to Sam11el, one is also 

pe!'l'llit t ~d to eat during the twilight period of 

this previous day , be tween t he a c tual setting 

of the sun and the advent of darkness 

(B. T . Pesalai m 54b) . 

(32) This refer s to the warm- spring baths , as well 

as to all types of bathing for which water must 

be dra:vn, since this i nvol ves work, whi ch is 

forbidden. This oroh i bition does not apply to 

places for ritual bathing for ritual cleansing 

Tevilah, since this type of immersion purposes , 
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is permitted even on Tisha B' Ab. (B . T . Ta 1anit 13a) 

(33) It cannot be that the bath-houses used for 

r ~tual purification are meant here, because 

ritual immersion is permitted during t he period 

of f asting (B. T . Ta 1 anit 13a) . It cannot refer 

t o the warm s pr i ng baths only , for these were not 

~nclosed, and there were only three of them in 

the land; one a t Tiberias , the Gulf of Gaddor 

and ths Great Well of Biram ( B. T . Sanhedr i n 108a) 

this passage must r e fer to a bath-house with doors , 

which could be l ocked . 

In B. T . Avodah Zaftah 16b , we have the 

followin~ statement : {' · 
J'l!d h1N ~ti . .:/1 ~ ' :JJ# I~ ..J')llc. ,s. 0 rl 

• J)t?JJlc 

"There are three types of basilica- buildings: . 

~nose attached t o royal pal aces , ba t hs , or store­

houses." 

A basilica was construct ed with door s at 

either en d , and could therefore be l ocked therefore , 

since ritual bathing wa s permitted , and the wa"'lll 

springs \lere too f ew to warr ant reference i n 

such a general matter a s this , I wo11ld d educe 

that our Mi shna r efers to the Roman Baths . 

(23) 



6 . ( cont I d . ) Lf(/ t h ese ljast day_s7 had passed , 

and ,Lthe prayers of the comr..unitV had not be en 

answered, the court e~ joins sevan more fasts , 

wh ich are /j. total of/ thirteen fasts, upon the 

ro1"'1muni ty. And how-~ are these /iasts/ more 

stringent than the :'i rst Csj x fasty? In t hat 
(34 ) 

Shofa:fj on these /!1st rla~rs./ they blow £the 
(35) 

and lock the shops . On Mondays they may 
(36) _ 

part ially open Lthe shop§/ with ,lthe coming 
(35) 

ofl da~kncss , and on Thursdays they are 

JC!Tlitted /So open the shopi7 all day because 
( 37) 

of the honor due the Sabbath • 

-:~Behold, in the Standard Edition . 

(34) See below , 2 :5 

( .55 ) ~he rna::-1cet days in Judah \lere ?'ondays and 

Thl1rsdays , at which times the courts also sat 

in judgenent . 

(36) T:ie r::.Jh ' il )resPnt Jart o f the verb ilCJ, 

to incline . I n its context i n this rii shnri. , 

this co·1ld r •" -r tn : e p~rti a l 1nclininr of the 

door of the .J)IJh . However , since each 

consisted of two rooms , a s t ore- rooM and a 

,show-room, ~l-ie Vr>rb /'6!1 c ould refer to the 

openi!'lg of t.10 s! ow- ro 'Y,1 , P.nd not of the 

store- room , SU that a mininal amount is 

( 24) 



avai lable for sal e . 

(Krauss , Samuel Talmudische Arch~ologie Band I I 

pp . 362- 372 Leipzig 1911 

1946 A•~ k ~.h 

1950 ,,S,,1 , 1~0 ..Jl' ; ,1 

Jastrow , Marcus A Dic t i onary of the Targumim, the 

Talmud Babli and Yerushulmi and the Mi drashic 

Lite~ature. New York 1 926 ) 

(37) Since one is not permitted to fast on the 

Sabbath except on Yorn Kip~ur which falls on the 

Sabbath , prov~sions had to be made so that people 

could purchase their food needs in time t o prepare 

them for the three Sabbath meals . Therefore the 

permission to open the shops on Thursday. For 

other instances of relaxation of restrictions on 

Thursdays because of the honor due the Sabbath, see 

B. ~ . Yeba.mot 43a 

J . T. Ta 'anit 2 :12 

J . T . Yebamot , end of c·10.pter 7 

,J . T . Moed Katan 3 : 1 

(25) 
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7 . /If/ t hese /fast days/ had passed , 

and /the prayers of t h e connnunity/ had not been 

answered , they limit /themselves/ in business 

transactions , in building and in planting , in 

betrothals and marraiges, and in greetings 
(38) 

between man and his friend , as /befits/ 
( 39) ( 40) 

men who ha~e been censured by God • 
( 41 ) 

Individuals continue to- fast until the end 

of Nisan. /If/ Nisan passed, and rains fell , 

/it is a/ s ign of a curse , as it is said: "Is 
(42) 

it not whea t harvest today? Etc . ~. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- --
( 38) A mourner i s forbidden to give the usual 

greeting p,f ~ to his friends ( B. T . Moed Katan 

15a, based on Ezekiel 24 :17 and 24 : 22- 23 ) . In 

this case, the ent ire community is as if in 

mournir:g. 

( 39) The mildest f orm of exco!:llllunication was 

the It was administered in the 

f orm of a r ebuke by the Nas i or a scholar of an 

indivi dual and the rebuked person considered 

h i mself excoJIIJ'llunicated f or seven days , during 

which time he did not appear before the one whom 

he had displeased . He had to refrain from business 

and pleasure, but was not reaui red to cut himself 

off f r om society. He did not have to apologize 

( 26 ) 



to the one he had slighted , slnce his actions 

du!'ing the period of i)~•j_J were apology enough. 

(B . T . Meed Katan 16a} 

A more rigorous for m of excommunicatm 

was the 'l,..J , imposed by the c::ourt . The indi-

vidual was war ned ( -,Y') v .J1~ ) publicly three 

times , at synogogue servi ces on Monday, Thursday, 

and Monday. If he atill remained obdurate to the 

decision of the court , he was declared a 

During this period , only his i mmedi ate f amil y 

could associate with him, sit in nis presence 

or eat with h im. He was expected to go into 

mourning, refraining from bat hing, annointing , 

wearing s hoes or cutting his hair , as i s the 

ca se with mourners . The usual period of 

wa s 30 days , but the court could !'educe or 

incr ea se t he time of 'J';/J at their discretion. 

The most se verP- type of excormnuni­

cation was the p;t, . A person placed in 

was co~pletely cut off from his fellow-men. 

The ~1n extended f or an indefinite period , 

and no one was permitted to associate with the 

one in ~ ,f} in any way , except in order to 

save his li.fe . 

(27} 
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AccorcUng to Maimonides ( 11Yad", Tabnud Torah 6 :14) , 

there are 24 offenses punishable by e:irnommun1cation 
13-7': 

(Compare Berachot 19a Moed Katan 3:1 
I 

1 . Insulti ng a learn'3d man , even aft er his death . 

2 . Insul ting a messenger of the court . 

3 . Cal ling an Israelite a slave . 

4 . Refus i ng to a ppear b ef ore the court at the 

ap:?Ointed time . 

5 . D&aling l ightly with any Rabbinic or Mosaic 

precepts . 

6 . Refusing to abide by the decision of the cour t . 

7 . Owning an animal or object which might be 

injurious t o oth ers . 

s . Selling one ' s r eal estate to a non- Jew with­

out assuming responsibility for any injury 

t he non - Jew might c ause his neighbors . 

9 . Testify ing a gainst a Jew i n a non- Jewish 

c0urt to his discomfitur e . 

10. Appropriation of priestly por t i ons of all 

meats by a butcher who is a priest . 

11 . Viole ting 2nd day of a holiday, even if 

its celebration is only minhag . 

( 28) 
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12w Working on afternoon on day preceeding 

Passover. 

13 . Taking n~e of God in vain. 

14. Causing others to profane God 's name . 

1 5 . Causing others to eat hol y maat outside 

Jerusal em. 

1 6 . Calcul ating the c alendar outside of Palestine . 

17. Tempting cne 1 s fel l ow to sin. 

18 . Preventing a corrnnunit y from performing a 

r el igious ac t . 

1 9 . Selling ~ d")J)meat as 1e.:>. 

20 . Omiss ion by Co,e to show h is ritual 

lmife to a r abbi for e.xruni nation. 

21 . Self- abuse 

2 2 . Engaging in busi ness wi thone 1 s divorced wif e . 

23 . Becoming s11bject to a scandal ( i n the c a s e 

of a Rabbi) 

24. Excommunicating on unj us t l y . 

(40) Ac cordi ng to R. J oseph, i n regard to 

greeting o~e another by saying P/je , t ~o se 

who are f asting on account of a prol onged drought 

must behave as if t hey were placed under a ban 

of excommunicatjon by God . Ahaye states that 

( 29) 



this Heavenly ban is more s erious than any 

possible ban which could be i mposed by an earthly 

court ( B. T . !Toed Kata:1 15a ) . 

(41) See Note 23 , this chapter . 

(42) S9.mueJ. I 1 2 :17 ff. Samuel called down 

rai n during this harvest period , as an 

indication of God ' s wrath. God had indicated 

that He was to be the only King over the 

people , and r eminded the peopl e of their 

delivery f rom EByot under His l eadership. 

But the people demanded a ~iving king, a 

human being , not trusting i n the Kingshir 

of God . Since rain dur ing the harvest period 

is injur ious to the crops, causing them to 

rot in t he field bef ore they can be harvesteds 

r a in during this season is cons~_dered a sign 

of God ' s dis pl easure . 



BI BLIOGRAPHY: CHAPTER ONE 

BIBLE 

Genesis 18 : 4 
24: 32 

Exodus 12 :11 
29 : 7 
30 :19 

: 30 
40 : 1 3-15 

: 31 

Deutergnomy 28 :40 

Joshua 5 :15 
9 :5 

Samuel I 9 :16 
12:17 ff 
l ~:13 

Kings I 1: 39 
4: 20 

Isaiah 20:2 
40 : 28 

Joel 2 : 23 
Amos 6 : 6 

Psalms 2.3 :5 
65 : 7 

1 04:15 

Ruth 3 : 3 

Daniel 10:3 

( 31) 

Levit icus 

Numbers 

Judges 

Samuel II 

Ezekiel 

Micah 

Job 

6 :13 
8 : 12 

14:8- 9 
1 5:5- 1 0 

: 1 6- 1 8 
23 : 6- 8 

:15- 22 
: 34-44 

29 :12 
:16- 31 

31:23 

9 :8 
:15 

1:12 
11:2 

: 4 
12:16 

: 20 
14:2 
15:30 

16:9-10 
24 :17 

: 22- 23 

6:1 5 

5 : 9 - 1 0 

Song of Songs 17: l 

Ecclesiastes 9 : 8 

Nehemiah 7: 66 



pa 

-

MISHNA 

Ber a cllot 5 : 2 
Shabbat 9 : 4 
Yoma 8 :1 
Sukkah 2:9 

TAIJ'UD BABLI 

Berachot 19a 
Shabbat 41a 

1 29a 
Pesa.chim 54b 
Yoma 76b 
Ts. ' ani t l Oa - l Ob 

lla 
1 3a 

127b 
Megillah 375b 

TALMUD YERUSHALMI 

Shevi 1 it 
Ma ' aser Sheni 
Rosh Hashana.h 
Ta 1 anit 

10 : 2 
2 : 53b 
3 :1 
2 :12 

Sanhedrin 

TOSEPHTA 

Ta 1 anit 1 :1 
: 3 

M!')RASH 

Vayik:ra Rabbah 35:12 

APOCRYPHA 

Susanna 
Judith 

Cap . 17 
10: 3 
16 : 11 

(32) 

Rosh Hashanah 
Ts. 'anit 
Moed Katan 
Sotah 

f<"oed Katan 

Yebamot 
Ketubot 
Sotah 
Baba Metzia 
Sa.."lhedrin 

Abodah Zarah 
Bullin 

Moad Katan 
Yebamot 

Nedarim 
1: 2 

4: 5 
3 : 7 
3:1 
9 :15 

15a 
16a 
43a 
64a. 
llb 
28a 

7b 
108a 

1 6b 
106a 

3 :1 
9 :12a 
end of Cap. 7 
6 :8 



---
MIDIEVAL COMMENTARI ES 

Alfasi, Ral achot 

R. Obadiah me 1Bartinora 

Maimonides, Introduction and commentary on Mishna 
following tractate Berachot. 

Mishne Torah, Abel 4:6 
5 :1 

: 4 
: 8 

Ke sef Mi shna on 5 : 6 
Talmud Torah 6 :14 

Shulchan Aruch, Orach Hayim Sections 117-165 

Yoreh Dayah 341:1 

MODE~N SOURCES 

Ben-Jehuda, E . 

Benzi nger 

By.aaeus 

Brtll.l, J . 

380 :1 
:2 

381:l 
: 2 

382;1 

It f I'/ · SchBueberg Berlin 1922 

Hebrew Archaeology 

De Calceis Hebraeorum i n Ugol i ni 
Thesaurus vol . 29 cols . 573-S70 

Mebo l a- Mishnah Frankfort-on- t he-Main 
1876 

Burrows , M. ed . Dead Sea scrolls of St. Mark's Monas tery 
vol. 1 platex LX col. XII lines 2,3,4 

Dra.chman, B. 

ibid. vol. 2 fascile 2 , pl ates and 
transcription of the Manual of Discipli ne 
plate I l i ne 16 , and m911y others. 

in Jewish Encyclopedia, Funk and 
Wagnals Co. H EIW York 1904 
vol. I PP• 68- 69.* 

* This source will be re ferred to as J .E . in all 
future biographical listings . 

(33 ) 



Dupont-Som.~er, A. ~ Dead Sea Scrolls , 
Basil Blackwell Oxfor d 1952 
Chapters 3 and 4 

Eisenstei n , ed . Ot sar Yiarael Eisenstein 1911 
Vol. 5 pp. 4 and 5 

Hambur ger 

Hastings, J . 

Jastrow, M. 

ibid. Vol. 7 pp . 64 and 65 , 1 77 

ibid. Vol. 6 pp. 292- 294 

Realencyklopldie f'H.r Bible und Talmud 
vol. l, pp.J.45, 872 

Dictionary o f the Bible New York 
1909 pg. 35 

A dictionary of the Targum.im , t he 
Talmud Babli and Yerushalmi, and 
the midrashic literature, New York 1926 

i n Encyclopedia of religion and ethics 
ed: Hastings, J. vol. 1 pp. 555-557 

Kaufman , J. ed . Enflish- Hebrew Dictionary 
Dv r Tel Aviv 1929 

Kohler, K. 

Kohn, A. 

Kohut, A. 

Kre:·.s s, S . 

Krochmal , A. 

in J.E. vol. L PP• 611-613 

in Wiss. Zeit . J~d. Theol . ed. Geiger 
vol. 4 pp.165-l76 

Aruch ha- Shalem, Vienna 1926 
vol. 6 pp. 82- 83 

Talmudische Archiologie, Lei pzig 1911 
vol. 2 pp. 362- 372 

Toledot R. Yenuda ha- Naai in Hechalutz 
vol. 2 PP • 75-83 

ibid. i n Hechalutz vol. 3 pp. 118-124 

preface to Yerushalayim ha- benuya 
Ler.iberg 1867 

Krupnick , B. and Sil berman, A. 

Sh . 

Lampronti Pahad Yitzh ak 

( 34 ) 



-

Lauterbach 

Levy, J~ 

Malter 

in J .E., vol . VIII pp. 60~- 618 

Neuhebr. und Chald . Worterb. uber 
die Talmudim und Midraschim 
Leipzig 1876-1889 vol. 3 pp. 552- 553 

Ta 1 anit, Amer. Ac ad. Jew. Research 
New York 1 930 pg.1 note on R.Jose 
line 14 

ibid. Jewo Pub . Soc . edition 
pg. 2 n ote 8 
pg., 3 note 9 

Mielz.iner, M. Intro . "GO the Talraud, Bloch Pub. Co. 
New Ycrk 1925 

Neubauer, ed. Letter of Sherira.h Gaon 

Nowak 

Palmer , A.S. 

Biblische Archieologie vol. 2 pp . 275- 299 

Jacob at Bethel, 1899 part 3 

Rappaport , S . J . in Kerem Hemed vo~. 7 pp. 157- 167 

Spitzer , s . 

Strack, H.L. 

Kohler, K. 

ttber Baden und Bi der bei den Alten 
Hebrllern 1884 

Intro . to the Talmud and Mi drash 
Jew. Pub. Soc. Philadel phia 1931 

i n J . E ., Vol . I pp. 69- 71 

1946 ~•~{c ~.P 1'~~ l)~'r Jt ~ Al ,)1 h)' 7Jl 
I I 

1950 r~e/?' ,~o JI' '1 f e:1n jl f,41 . "., ,e.,Q.. --r'' 

( 35 ) 



OHAPTER I I 

Ylhat is the order hf pr oceedure on 
(43 ) 

t he last seven fnst dsyi/? They carr y forth 
(44) 

tbe Arlt 
( 45) 

t o the open place 
(46) 

and they put wood- ashes 
(47) 

of t h e town 

upon the Ark , and 

on the head of the Nasi , and on the h ead of 
( 48} 

the Ab Beth Din And each one ~ oo§ and 
( 4~ } 

The eldest pl 11ced ,&;ood- ashe_v, upon h i s head . 
(L50) 

among them spea~s before them words of aduonition . 

''r.~y brethren, it is not said , c oncerning the 

peopl e o~ Ninveh, And God saw th9ir sack-cloth 

and their fasting ; but ' And God saw their deeds , 
( 51 } 

f o:: they tu:-neci from their evi l ways 1
; and 

(52 ) 
in The Kabbalah he s11;rs , ''Rend your hen.rt , 

and not your g1:1..rments and ~ urn unto tl,e Lord yvur 

God , for He is gracious and coMpassionate, long­

suffering and abundant in inercy, n.nd repenteth 
(53) 

Hirn of the evil 11.J 
- - ---- - - ---- - -----

(43) R. T . l'a ' anit 15b. ..::ee ri.•wted braitha. 

and opinion ~r i. Papa . 



( 44) Containing the scrolls ~f the Lav, . The 

on1:, biblical usage of the word i> ::I.J> is found 

i n Genesis , Chapa . 6-9, discussing noah 's Ark, 

and in Exodus, Ghapter 2 , referring to the bas­

ket in which Moses was placed , and which was 

floated on the Hile among the bulrushes, in 

order to hide him from the sol diers of the ?he.raoh. 

In this latter case , -j)~J7 me.ms basket . 

The word j>A./t is never used in 

the Bible as the term for the recepticle of the 

Law, Torah, Covenant, Testimony , etc . Rather, 

the word fl") k is us ed , and is translat ed Ark. 

':ie find that the term /'1k is found , with 

only one exception ( Psal ms 132 :8) , only in t he 

"histor ical" books of the Bi ble; i.e. the 

Pentateuch , Jos hua , Samuel I & II, Ki~g s I & II, 

and Chronicles I & II. I n Exodus and Numbers, 

the term is used as Jn'6)1 /',Jc , the Ark of 

t~e Testimony, wnereas in the other above-mentioned 

books, the term is variably .;,1,)I Ji•,~ )11/t , 

the Ark of the Covenant of YH'IH, >)J.:;>' JIJI< , 

the Ark of YHWH, JI' ')~ ·i) /Dk , the Ark of the 

Covenant , f'-9~~.;, .l>'JA J''llc , the Ark of t he 

Covenant of God , f •.;)l ,k,1 j'11< , the Ark of God , 

and ft, ·)i' •nfJc ink , the Ark of the God of 

Israel . This Ark was the one which rested at 

Shiloh, and which finall; , .. es placed in the Ter.1ple 

( 37) 



in Jerusalem. However , this Ark was not the 

recepticle for the Torah. The Torah Scroll was 

kept in a portable box, which stood i n the center 

o.f t he Nicanor· , or Easter n Gate of the Temple, 

between the r•ej J>'"J J'( and the l\-1 i 1 J ,?JY • 

However, when the Torah was n0t in use, it was 

kept i n the king ' s treasury (B . T .Sanhedrin 21b): 

y/cJ/1 /, 1 yf!. .J)/)j, . J>/)/J> •_ne /,veJ ~JII~ 

J>'~4 ,S J)l>..J/#e., -1>nl<1 /ft! '< ...n•...J.:)..JI 

*IT I /l""C .fl O_J .).JI -,)J,j/ • ~ 

·'"''J~ i>Ju>, '"'r'"r 
..,v,1J, ,/ 'JJ~ 

i).J)I/C 

In Palestinian synagogues, the 

entr ance took the form of the basilica- type 

Nie anor Gate, and the -,) ;.J} containing the Torah 

was pl a ced in t he center front of the synagogue . 

Nowhere i n the Mishn a is the term J r>k u s ed. 

In Babyl onian synagogues , which were disguised 

as pr ivat8 dwellings because of the religi ous 

persecuti ons by the Parthians , t he vJJ) was 

placed in~ niche i n t he rear wal l of t he 

synagogue. Thi~ niche was adapted from t he 

arch itecture of the Parthian Temple . The fi~st 

mention of /''k we encounter is in B. T. Shabbat 

1J'l 1n :1 ""'"' ,3..,. fJ" F~ ~" /IV ',n /, '.J../J 
/1?/CJ ,. ,,pe. )"f __ f'Jl,t' J>1l?'4P 1,vY p11,:n 

_J) OJ..);, ..P'~) /'7'?Q. r.-, le .J?l< eq;p,1 
• f "'(' fl I~ 

( 38) 
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According to Rabbinowicz , in his ,.,~, (J ·r•~ r°' I 

there is a variant readi ng giving ')ft lk 1~ /'Yl"e_ '1 

as the auther of the above statement . Simeon 

b. Ela~ar, a fifth generation Tanna, may have 

had an excellent political reason for the 

coining of the term Q~ p-,1 Jl1k • According 

to Dr . nenoff, author of the thesis Some pr oblems 

ot· synagogal archaeol ogy, t here was at this 

period a confl ict i n political interes t in Judea. 

One grcup, interested in maintai ning the memory 

of the Temple cult , were opposed to t he rit ual­

izing of the J> OJ .)i) J>1 ;1 , pr eferri ng that it 

remain just a.~ instit ution for secular meeti ng, 

a f'< Jl' ~ . They hoped to encourage the 

memory and sanctity of the Temple so that 1 t might 

remain a pure symbol, the r a l lyi ng point for 

some future successfull attempt to establish 

a politically independent state. Opposed to 

them were those who were content to forgo the 

politic~l independence of the state and retain 

the existant religious and i nternal legal 

independence . These latte~, among whom was 

probably Simeon b . Elazar, were eager to have 

the J>o.J.)')l J>' ~ transformed into a 
'2'1 'ft✓f 1 :)j • and t herefore were responsible 

for the inclusion of this warning against the 

profanation of the new institution by the 

~/<')) , ""'( • 

( 39) 



(45) The y did not covsr the Ark, but one man 

sat and guarded it all day (Tosephta Ta ' s.nit 1:8) . 

(46) As a sign of mour ning. 

(47) See Appendix I 

(48) See Appendix I 

(49) I f the eldest is a scholar, he recites t he 

words of admonition. If the eldest is not a 

scholar , the oldest scholar recites t he words of 

admonition. If there are no scholars present , 

then the oldest who is of imposing bearing 

recites these wor ds. ( B.T.Ta'anit 16a) 

There seems to be s ome confusion 

in t h e minds of the Amoraim as to what the mean-

ing ot /j'!> is. 

of a /j'} who is 

They are not able to conceive 

not at the s ame time a 

The i nstitution of leadership by 

Elders is an ancient one . The Tal mud (B.T .Yoma 28b) 

points to its existence in the times of Abraham, 

and we know that the Israelites in Egypt had their 

Elders (~odus -.; 3 : 16 & 18) . The Egyptians themselves 

( 40 ) 



had Elders (Genesis 1:7) , as di d the Midia:.ltes 

(Numbers 22:7) . Although. the position of the 

E14er is not clearly defined for the biblical 

period , we do lmow t hat they were powerful in 

local affairs (see Deuteronomy 19 :12 , Joshua 20:4, 

Ruth 4~ 2) , i n national affairs (see Samuel I 8:4 ff, 

Samu el II 3:17, ibid. 17:4), and acted as 

councellors to the king (Kings I 12 : 6) . 

We know that the institution 

flourished during the Babylonian Exile (Ezekiel 8 :1, 

i b i d . 14 :1, i bid. 20 :1), and through the Persian 

and Grebk periods (Maccabees I 7 : 31, Judith 6:21) . 

We also have the tradition that the Elders were 

the r ecipients of the Oral Law, receiving it from 

Jo~bua (Abot 1:1), and t hat they were the forerunners 

of the Sanhedri n (B.T . Sar..hedrin 2a) . 

According to Graetz, /f~ was the 

title given to students who were ordai ned by th~ 

Patriarch , t he /c 'e _J , by the ceremony of the 

laying on of l-}ands, >).J '// 0 • This 

was a prerequisite for elevation t o the rank of 

f .>h , s i nce the P•t1 .:)n were drawn fro111 the 
I 

ranks of the f '.J j>,j as openings occurred in the 

Sanhedrin or lower courts. Thus it would seem 

( 41) 
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t hat there was a hei rarchy compo~ed of non-

ordained students, ordained 

pj,.t :Jh , All of these were members of the 

srune group, who called themselves 

I n the Mishna, the term /Pl 
is used in two senses, that of age, such as 

an old man or animal, and that of a title, an 

Elder. I t is interesting t o note that , whenever 

Jrj is used in a descriptive or adjectival 

sense , and is usually used i n conjunction with 

other descriptivt terms, it refers to age. 

(see Yoma 3 : 5, Gittin 3 :3, Baba. Metz~.a 2:10, • 

Abot 4 : 20 , Horayot 1:4, Behor ot 5 : 3 , Ara.hin 4:4} 

However, when /Pj 1s used in t he s ense of a noun, 

it refers to the title. (see Halla.h 2:5 , 

Sanhedrin 11:2, Behor ot 1:3 , Yadayim 3 : 5 , ibid. 4 :2 ) 

We al so find the term JPJ used 

to distinguish two generations of Tanna1m having 

the same name (She bi ' it 10 : 3 / p Ji) Sf j') , 

Orl ah 2 : 5 li'j,) 'kNe , Yebamot 16:7 /PJ" ~·~1 '1>. 
and also t o dis tinguish be tween two school s of 

Tannaim who fol l ow certain pr e cepts laid down by 

t heir leaders (Yoma 1 : 5 ~)) J>'~ '.Jp.1 , 

Sukkah 2 : ? I /c.1/€ J) '~ '..J -:>j 
I ) . 

(42 ) 



Tha t the lea•.ier~ of a city wers 

known sts f>'Jjlj i s evident f'rot1 the Uishns.. 

(Sotah 9 : 5 f 'fe P ' '..Jj'J , i b id. 9 : 5 - 6 

j ' ~ )) ')lJ>llc '.)j>) ) Ther e ,vere El ders 

o:" the Co'trt (Yoma l : S r1 Jl·~ '.J ?j ) , 
a::1d o:f t~1e ?riesth.:>od (ibid . >").JI;>..)')) ·..J11S 
as •el ~ ss :ilders who s upported t he Law and 

ex;.o~~ded i~s t~aditions (K.innim 3 : 6 .;J?/.J) 

a...."l-:: :52.<lers o~ t ~ e A.":le ha ' Aretz (ibid. 9;ku •,t"c 

I:::i 0·1r Ki shne, I :feel that the 

~e:r:n. i~ i~s present co::'.lte.xt ioplies its use as 

the ti~le, 3lde¥ as de :fined b y Graetz . 

{50) Acco~di~~ to the ?osephta, the admoniti on 

is a.s f o l ~o .. s : 

- /'t.'<l'/1 n1r '<'';tJ'J' )k, n•::,I># p,Jc ~"~J>' 1' ..J~ 

r 7 1JJY l'-1~ lu-v le;,, fkl ,e.. y dtll n •~/JH P1/C e'' J:l JJ' 

/.JW /J'.J~ J)'/q Jr.~ J..Jl,d ;>#f": ?/Ilk '-1;1 /:>I , ~T?rl 

j(.~.;.M P.l•;;.!~ f..>1 ~ ,1<.1,.u, r J,i11J r,,, .. I:;, ~v, ~f, 
rr~ IJJd.ft-;S ~~7 p,~J~ ..J>/.)>lr/ ,,,J)'J ;,J;, ~•")f~1~ 

_rn.n Pf' /;))Ptilt f'j ;>'.;)' >l) ...).,) ,p..:,~/f Pl?t'~ "t',.,e~1J 
p,!-~'>rJ> ~JI;) '"'( 'Ji 7~/c/ ff.I lt/'-1 f#l/<.:, !;t~ ,lf~..J P\Jit 

?.ft~ "l~? J>t~IJ?h /1.ft~ ,~.,t>~lc p/J ~J LJi> , -?J /11, Pl't 
~ ,, .ftJJ) i>'"' r.,, 1•e..h r-Jd, ,,10 ))c,/( .Pit~" 

• ,1 );,~, ,,J,u ).11( /)'J1' PJk Sc {1'~ ~e I<,'>' Pl< 
~}•J( J ~ ,)..Jll~ /? ' ti 91Q f'J"<:> pl,"'{{ . 71;>6 fJ'lt _ft' ,~ .. .,~ 

v31# t 1>1SJ• tS{c"'"t~ ';10.:,/V: ')JI/I< J..if) ,~, , ;,)co ?·~~,,,~ ') ,. f' ,, 
~f•,'U rk- p·c>.:>-Skr I.J~A~ /u:..J" ,Pr,,, ~J'(J 

) , 



My sons, let one be ashamed 

before his friends , but let him not be ashaned 

before his deeds . Let one be UhaJ'lled before 

his friends and his deeds and let neither he 

nor his sons be swollen by famine • (Here he 

says) "Wherefore have we fasted , and Thou 

seest not? Vlherefore have we afflicted our 

soul , and Thou t13.kest no knowledge? Behold, 

i n t he day of yo1lr fast ye pursue your business , 

a.~d exact all your labors . Behold, ye fast for 

strife and conten tion , and to smite with the 

fis t o:' wickedness ; Ye fast not this day so as 

to make ycur voice to be heard on High. I s 

such a fast that I have chosen? The day for a 

man t0 afflict his soul? Is it to bow down his 

head as a bulrush , a.nd to spread sack-cloth and 

ashes under h i m? \{il t thol' call this a fast , 

and an acceptable day unto the Lord? Is not 

t his t~e fast I have chosen : to loose the fet ­

t e rs of wickedness , to undo the bands of the 

yoke , and to let the op )ressed go free and that 

ye break every yoke? 11 (Is aial1 58 : 3- 6) . 

If one holds in his hand an 

unclean thing , even tri.ough !1.e i rnnerse i n 

Shiloah and all the waters of creation he shall 

never be pure. But when one cast s forth the 

(44) 



unclefllll.iness from his hand, h.1s inunersion shall 

be efficacious (even) in forty Seahs. 

(Then he says) "He that covereth 

his transgressions shall not prosper , but whoso 

confessath and forsaketh them shall obtain 

mercy" . (Proverbs 28 : 13) "Let us lift up our 

heart with our hands unto God i n the Heavens". 

(Lamentations 3 : 41 ) 

(51) Jonah 3 :10 

(52) ~~~ ·fl is a technical term meaning that 
1 T 

portion of Holy Scri pture not the Pentateuch ( ))') lfl ) , 

and is used to refer to statements taken from 

t he Prophets ( r· le I ~.J ) or Hagiographa. ( p' ~ / .Jl .::> ) • 

Some render this word 0 J? 'j! and translate it 

protest . (see Danby The Mishnah pg. 195 note 12) 

(53) Joel 2:13 

(45 ) 



,,.,l,1 lPT ilJnit .,Jg1;, p,.,,,o , mgn:i 1109 .2 
.mgnJ C?~ 1J? ~il.,W .,,j ,lP.,, ,n., :i, C.,lJ ,, w,, 

,a,., ?jJW iliV/9 nlio~ ,n,j,J v:i,~, o,,~9 □ il'Jg? ,o,~, 
.w ,,v lil'?V 9,0,01 

2. When they s tand for prayer, t hey 
( 54 ) (55) _ 

send dO\m befor e t he Ark an old Lms:tfl 

well-vers ed b.n prayeiJ, who has chil dren and 

whose hou s e i s empt y ,~of sustenancy , s o that 

h i s h e ar t may be wh olly devoted in prayer. 

And h e recites before t hem t wenty-four benedictions: 
(56) 

t he eighteen ,5'hich are recit e_g;' every day 

and he adds to t hem another six &enedictiol1i7. 

( 54) Dur i ng the period of the existenc e of t he 

Temple, t h e Ark ( ~~...n ) wa s placed within the 

Nicanor or Eas t ern Gate, which was between the 

Women ' s Court 

o f Israel ( 

( f>1~.J J> 1 fT ) and t h e Court 

fk'lt 1 .JlijY ). Th i s l at t er 

court , and the Nicanor Gat e which s t ood on the 

s ame level , wa s fifteen s t eps higher than the 

Women 's Cour-c . Thus the precentor , usu ally one 

o f the p, JI ::ln who were i n the Hewn Chamber 

( _J) 'j~ i) J>~~J ) wh i ch opened up on el t her side 

of the Ni canor Gate , both upon t he v/ornen ' s Court 

and t he Court of I srael, would have t o descend 

t he stAps to face t he Ark and r emove thA scroll 

f r om it . (Renoff) 

(46) 
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(55) Both Danby (The Mishna.h, Clarendon Press 

Oxford 1933 pg. 196} and J,ial ter tran1late / p j 
here ae old man. I t is possible t hat Ir j in 

t h!s instance could be t r anslated Elder, but I 

would assume that an El der , as def ined above, note &I, 

woul d be wholly de7oted in prayer regardless of 

his physical or economic plight, and would also 

ba familiar ,,,1th the liturgy. Therefore the 

rendering of Jf' as old man is acceptible. 

(56) During all these fast days, the prayer 

0 .:J) ~} ,611/ re /J)/ is inserted 

in the ninth benediction of the -,')<J~"V l).JIJI(. • 

If t h e precentor forgets to include this blessing 

i n its prop~er pl ace, he may insert it among the 

six added benediction s which are added during the 

last seven days of fasting. (J . 'l.' . Berahot 5 : 2) 

(47) 



,; iln""ll.J I i1 1;,~ ,n,,e ,w, ,nn ,,:n : Ji1 ,1;,~ , l 
,•;i ,,n~,p c,pr.,vor., ,c ,,;,;, ,~ 'l'V ~w , (1 l JV' l ,n~i pj ,n,, ,,~ i1'i1 ~1;, ,,o,~ m,;i, ,:i, .~~9, ,~ 'l9? m~n 

, ~,) r,~:2 i1'i1' 'j J9i li1'mn , n, ~ ~1;,~ ,n1, ~1w1 n1J 1,~r ,,::2, 79 1i1'r.i,, ';,~ 'i1 ,:i, i1'il ,~ '1 •,1, 1 ( r,~::i i1'i1':• ! :J 
~,;i,n1on1n ,o,~, , n,~Ji1 

ill"t?'t wl Fl'nn ,n * 
3 . 

(57} 
And t hese are t hey: 

(58 ) 
Zihronot, 

( 59 ) 
Shofarot, "Unto the Lor d i n my distress (I 

(60 ) 
cal l ed~ and He answered me.)", "I will lift 

(61} 
up mi n e eyes unto the mountains", "Out of the 

(62 ) 
dept hs have I call ed Thee, 0 Lord", "A prayer 

(63 ) 
of t he af f lic ted r when he f ainteth"• R. Jutlah 

s ays : I t was not necess ary to recite /.f,h~ 

Zihronot and Shof g_rot, but one says in their stead 

"If there be a famine i n the l and, ( if t h er e be 
( 64) 

pes tilence i n t he l and }", etc. , "The wordll 

of the Lor d that came unto J er emi ah concerning 
(65 ) 

t he droughts " , . and one s ays t hP-ir,Li,rope_v 
(66 ) 

concl udi ng phrases. 

*Concluding phrase i n t he Standard Edition 

- - - - - - - - - - -
(57 ) The six added benedictions. 

(58) A~cording to t he Talmud (B . T. Rosh Hashanah 32a - b ) , 

t hese are ten verses taken from the Pentateua:h, 

Prophets and Hagiographa, containing some form of 

t he word 7:>J , to remember . In modern liturgy 

t hey are found i n the second section of the Musaf 

s ervi ce for Rosh Hashanah . 

( 48) 



(59) These are likewise, accor di ng to the 

Talmud (ib id.), ten ver ses t aken f r om t h e 

Pentateuch , Prophets and Hagiographa, in which 

s ome f orm of t h e word 1~•~ is found. The~ 

are found i n modern liturgy i n t h e third s ec t i on 

of the Musaf ser vice for Roeh Hashanah. 

Neither the Tannaim nor the 

Amor aim indicated any s et verses to be used in 

the .fll J /1 .)j or Ji#'~''- . They state only 
, 

t ha t any ten verses may b e used, providing they 

do not ment i on divine punishment, or the contact 

between God and a s pecifically named individual , 

and provided they are taken from each of the 

t hre e s ections of Scripture; i.e. t he Pentateuch, 

Pr ophets and Hagiographa. (ibid.) 

In our moder n litur gy, t he JIJJ /1 :)j 

contain nine verses, wher eas t he .../J/1~/e 

'"'" contain ele?e~ ver ses . The following verses 

are used t o- day (Herz, J.H. The aut horized 

daily prayerbook, Bl och Pub. Co. New York 

1948 pp. 878- 887. This sour ce shall be quoted 

below as A. D. P.): 
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1. , Genesis 8:1 r 
-~.) -J1~1 ;, 1h;>- J.:> J)lc ! /U ··J>" P'i>~lc 1-'J'/ 

,-,n p 'i> ~le ?rl'l 1 / 
-

,);J.)'l~ /.J>/c ,e/, .;)N>-:Jrlfl 

.P'Y~1 /.)~ ' / (i',1c.,-1 -)--r 

2 . Exodus ~ : 24 r 
- ] 1/c f'P)·~ ~ p.n;t'<J -J>{, f ';>l/,, 'rfle. ' I 

.Ap--c' - J)/cl 1nJ1 - Jl/C f,;>,;3Jc -.. ,,,, /..})•,~ 

3 . Levi ticu s 26: 42 B 
p/)J1 'J>',~-_J)lc li,I «l'j''< ' 'J) l')~ "'.J)/c '.JJi.:).f/ 

. ~ <f, lo)I I :Jj/r: f~?rl/( ' J)'1~ -J)/t. J~I 
4. Psalms 111:4 (' f 

.',1 fl/1?/ JI.JI'> /'Jl/c) ~..JJ ·~'r ~ 

5 . Psalms 

6. Psalms 1 06:45 

./'• on .. n:> pf).J', /J>' ,~ p~) 7:)j' 
? . Jeremi ah 2 : 2 

'J>,::)J ~:> ?/1/c D.:) ?,v'/c) rfc.l)' 'JJt~ J)j'rc.?jll rfr1 
7A1/J~ ' )/')/< rJ>..)~ r.))1)J.:> .f>;J,)/c r'?/Y.JI 10/) rI 

. .>)" ru tcS <f11,;, 

8 . Ezekie l 1 6 : 60 

r, 1, "...J I /1 ':J rJ'),/t 'Jl '"> A - .r,J, '.J" 'J)? :)J/ 

,pf,"( .../11Jrl Ir 'Jl It' ,.,1 
9 . Jeremiah .n : 20 

~~ ,) 1':j)J I .:) f')' }€ -CQ pi f' 7~/c )'(' ,,h) 
/..) - ~'y 

'"'" /" >' 91"'< I .J ?.JJ/, ?~J ,~ '?~~ 

, '.) Pk.J /.J fl/J') /c Pt,? ,S 

(30) 



J>J, JI e 

1. Exodus 19:16 r 1r1~, ..J>Sp ,,,., 
y )fJ•t ,1,11 ?517 

,;i ~ >} .P','> n '(!' Jt,l r,·~ ,,..,., 
~ lfi , ,)» -S-r ,~..:> JJ"' 

,,?J/)//~ )f./c P~,') -J.) 
2. Exodus 19:19 r 

?~ 1 1 ,>ell 9/,11 fJ hi (i ~/>l ,~e>1 ), j' ',J'I 
p•;,l~r>I ,f, ?rl f.J.J"l' 

3 . Exodus 20:18 \ 
.Jllc1 p•~•~S J) )'I/cf J))1jH> pJc: f'/c7 p~;> ~..:)/ 

/-CJ'i f'f,') Jr?'/ ,e_~ }>')l)-J)/\/ 1c)f?..,J ft, 
4 . Psal.ms 47 : 6 t 

.)JI e JJf ~ 

. pn 7 /t' /? N"C 11 

· ,') , .. >'rt ?J>R r, )')~ fc n 5-r-
5 . Psalms 98 : 6 • \) r~,J '_jJJ j"6' I'}>) ')~/fl. tp, J>l,JjJ)'~ 

6. Psa.lm.s 81:4 f rn I.'.:) JJ~f1 f/' ;,)OJ~ ')JJ'L e.1/Jri fl,?Jl 

-~f' ' ';)St<J ~eAI ""'" ft,,e ·J 
'7 . Psalms 1 50 \\r \. ~C' rr 
/)) 1}S0 u~ '(' •p? -:J H)l~l:;> lt~p~ J/c nJn P 1/dJ;) 

')JI e, --Y ?J>~ ,,,,st) ,f-u ;n .. ;, J,)1SS-n / '...h?U~ rl 

f> '..Jll.:J 1~')1J f;, J/h,11 ~.J>:J f,)1~Su ,u.:,1 J,.:u;) ,,,,St, 
,,)'"'6J?..}, 1lfiJ;1 I.PJSJ;) "'fJle.- 1~J)Jrl /))ltiJ.;) ;J/'-'I 

))'1~S ~ ,')' H\ll) .,1t,1eJ.1 S.) 

8 . Isaiah 18: 3 

J/c)_h f').i) 0 ..1- ~e__J.) ~ 
. /"(. N € .Jl ') JI Q... '6 f .f. ::>I -

9 . I sai ah 27 :13 
'r's;"f/< ;> I/' ;u ~1c' ~~~ "tpJ>' /t1;J}) f/ ':1 ;>';)J 
1,)f /lnJJ e..,,, f 1,J1' f->t<-;J P'/>9,,!;)I 7/€./< ~/(~ 

.r er~/ ') ' ;:j e~r>J ?,)::J 

(51) 



(cont 1 d . ) 

10. Zechariah 9 :14 
11) 1.)1/c/ Jjf) p,:J.J Jcj 1J 

-/11')1 J>i?'YO:J 

.;, /<.')I p ,') '~°"6' I ;H 

?l VI 'c ?Jl' ?~I<;) 

(60) Psalms 120 

( 61 ) Psalms 121 

(62) Psalms l 30 

( 63) .Psalms 102 

(64) Kings I 8 : 37 

(65) Jeremiah 14:1 The l aw is according to 

R. Judah (Maimonides) . 

(66) None of t h e above -mentioned additions to 

the >I,~"'("' {)..JI/I'?. are of themselves a benediction, 

i).) 7 ;J • In order to convert then to benedictions 

t he proper form of the formula 

must be appended. This is called sealing t he 

benediction, and the Hebrew p ;J 'J)J~.J)lt, means 

(52) 



their seals. 

The .;> ) ~ T 1).J 1/J t , or Ei ghteen 

Benedictions, is known also as t he >) 1 'II""< , 

or prayer said while standing, and as t he )) l ' .>J1 , 

or The Prayer. 

The Talmua i s not consistent i n 

its discussion of this prayer. One source states 

t hat Simeon ha- Pakol i was its edit or (B . T .Berahot 28b) , 

whereas another source dates the prayer i n the 

days of the 0 120 El ders , and among t hese a 

number of prophets ''• (B.T .Megillah 1 7b) This 

latt er statement i s supported by t he statements 

that t he prayar services were instituted by t he 

11men of the Great Synagogue" &>in t,) .fl O..J ) 1t..Jlc), 

(B . T . Berachot 33a) and that the 

orig inated with the first Sages ( {) 1.JJ(I<'>» p•t1Jh ) . 

(Sifre Deuteronomy 343) 

Maimonides (on Menahot 4:1) states 

that the :>)7eY ,')..JI#! was so well known at 

the time o f the f inal compilation o f the Mishna 

t hat it was not considered necessary to prescribe 

its exact text . However, the fact that the 

Tannaim were averse t o flxing a f ormal rigorous 

prayer service may account f or the lack of 

extensive treatment of t he 

t he Mishna. (See B. T. Berahot 28a, J.T.Berahot Sb , 

Abot 2:13) 
(53) 



Since prayers were not reduced 

to writing (B.T.Shabbat 115b), some method of 

memoriz1n6 t h eir general content had to be 

found. Usually a mnemonic devise based upo~ 

a biblical passage co~t~1ning the same nwnber 

of words as the praye~ was develoyed. The 

Title fJ, ~"l i) ..Jl/l'l was remembered by com-
r 

pari ng it v¢ously with: 

1 . 18 mentions of God 1 s name in 

Ps alms 29. 

2 . 18 references to God 1 s name 

i n the Shema. 

3 . 18 ~eat hollows 1n the spil).al 

column ( B. T.Berahot 28b) . 

4 . 18 n tlllles or Ylfrffi in M1riaa1 s 
song by the sea (Exodus 15 ) . 

Actually, t he .;)Jt'T" µ.JI/it. to-day 

contains ninteen benedictions in its week- day 

f orm. The:- e benedi cti ons are arranged in three 

sections: 

I. Be!ledictions 1 - 3 (Praises - J>//>rle... ) 

II. " 4 -16 (Petitions - J>lt.j'~ ) 

III . II 17 - 19 (Thanks - ..Plk ';//>' ) 

The six benedictions conprising sections I and III 

r emain constant at every service, whereas sec.tion I I 

varies i n number and wording , diff ering with the 

occasion on which it 1s said. 

( 54} 



On week-days , at t he morning 

( J> · , /) e. ) , a fternoon ( ,) n .J /II ) and evening 

( J> ' rl7Y) se.rvices, t he ,))~Y- ;).JJ,v'l consists 

of t he following : 

SECTION I, 

Benedicti on ls Patriarchs -l>lrl/c (ADP pg.130 ) 

J]/1/rl~ (ADP pg.132-4) II 2. Powers 

II 3 . Sanctification j)~/1f (ADP pg.1 34-6) 

SECTION !I, J]Jef;, 

Benediction 4. Understanding {J.J'~ (ADP pg.136) 

" 5. Return ,'>~J ~JI (ADP pg.138 ) 

II 6. Forg5. venes s "1)/SO(ADP pg.138) 

II 7. Redemption »i1t,(» ~(ADP pg.140 ) 

II 8 . Healing P'SI/>:.) J)..>?ri(ADP pg.140) 

tt 9 . Frui tf".11 y ear 
f>'.Jt>, .J>,.:>)~ (ADP pg. 140- 2) 

II 10. Liberation Jl/'~t' tAp ( ADP pg.142) 

II 11. Justice /'1>') Jl.>?A (ADP pg.142) 

I ' 12. Against heretics and informers 
\' ' 7.J.,1 .flS);J (ADP pg.142- 4) 

II 13. The Pious p, p•,j .J>~ 1'i ( ADP pg.144) 

II 14. Jerusalem (ADP pg. 144-6) 

II 15. Messianic King 
'yl~ />NJ- ..1>/, (ADP . pg. 146) 

II 1 6 . Prayer ,>l'J.J1 (ADP pg .14e) 
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SECTION III, ..J)/ Jc i If) 

Benediction 17 . Sacrificial Service 
>)~ lriY (AD.P pg.148) 

18. Thanksglving ,1/,1 /-j) (AD.P pg.150-4) 

" 19 . Priestly Blessing 
P'J-,1..:) J).:) '>A (AD:P pg.154 ) 

At the Sabbath evening ( J> •~ ) '"( ) 

service (Friday at sundown<), Sabbat h moirning 

( . .ft '?f>'t.) and additional ( Jo I/I) seir-vices , 

and at the Sabbath afternoon ( >)/>.JI,/) ::1ervice, 

section II of the ,1)')t."(' ;)Jltvf!.. cons1s1~s of 

one benediction, giving us a 

of seven benedictions, although at each of t he 

above services there are added to this :3ection 

respect ively t hree, f our, four and two paragraphs 

i ncluding the abovementioned benedi ction. 

This section of the .,)')e_ "r ,).JI!"<- will var:-y in 
. 

content with the advent of the various holidays , 

intermediate days or holldays, New Moona, etc . 

(56) 



,nJ en,~~ n~ nl9W 'O :,o,~ ~,n nJ1~~,~ ?V ~ 
;nrn o,,n oJnp~ ?1p(J) mw,, ,o~n~ nJ9' ~,n n,,,~n 

.7~,w~ ?~1l 1 n nn~ 71,J 

,v 1l'n1J~ n~ nl9'0 ,~ :,n, ~ ~,n n'Jwn 79 
;nrn o,,n o~np~ ?ip 97:>~,, , □Jn~ nJ9' ~,n 910 □' 

.n,nJwJn ,J1T 'n nn~ 71iJ 

4. 
(6?) 

Upon lcompletini7 the first 

he se.y s: May he who answered Abraham on l,1otj.nt 
(68) 

Moriah answer you , and hea~ken to the voice 

of your crying this day; Blessed art Thou, 0 

Lord, Redeemer of Israel. 

(69) 
Upon Lcompletitj? the second 

he says : May He who answered our fathers at the 
(70) 

Red Sea answer you, and hearken to the voice 

of your crying this day. Blessed art Thou, aO 

Lord, who rememberest things forgotten. 

- - - - - - - - - - -
(67) This does not refer to the first of the six 

added benedictions, but to the s eventh of the 18 

daily benedictions , after which the six added 

benedict ions were inserted. 

(68) By providing a ram for a sacrifice in place 

of his son Isaa c (Genesis 22 :13 ). 

(69) The first of the added benedicti ons, the 

Zihronot , or accord ing to R. Judah, Kir.gs I 8 : 37-41. 
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(70) By splitting the Red Sea and permitting 

t h e Israelites to cross on dry land (Exodus 14:21- 22) . 

(58) 



S7t'1il' n~ ill9V.' ' O 1 "11.:l'1~ ~ 1i1 n"W'?Wil 79 (', l ), 
;ilTil C1'il cJnp:17): ~,p :vow,, ,oJn~ ill:V' ~,il?l?E 

.ilY'1,n m , w , i1 iln~ 1n::> 

';,91ow n~ i1J9'D 'O ,,o,~ ~ , il n"V'J:il 79 
;ilTil ul'il CJnp~ ? 1P(:>) :vow,, ,c::>n~ illV' ~1i1 il:)~l'.)J 

. ~JP~ sro,w 'i1 ;in~ 71,::i 

After t he §ompletion of] the 4. (cont 1 d ,) 
( 71 ) 

third he says : May Re who answered Joshua 
(72) 

in Gigl.l answer you , and hearken unto the 

voice of your crying this day., Bless ed art Thou, 

0 Lord, who heares t the sound of the shofar . 

(73) 
After the .lcompletion of] t he 

fourth he says: 
(74) 

in Mizpah answer you , 

Hay Re 1Rho answered Samuel 

and h eairken unto t he voice 

of yo1lr crying t his day. Blea sed art Thou, 0 

Lord , who hearest crying. 

(71) After the Jhofarot or accord :!.ng to R, Judah , 

after J eremiah 14:1-10 . 

( 72) By causing the sun t o si;and still so that 

the battle might be concluded (Joshua 10 :12- 14) . 

(73) After Psalms 120 

(59 ) 



(74 ) By calling to hin , and revealing to him 

~he fate of the family of Eli the Pr\est. 

(Samuel I 3 :1-15) 

(60 ) 



,o,jil ,ilJ ,n,,~ ilJ9W ' O s,o,~ ~l il n'VJr.ni1 ,v {'11}1 
iln~ 71,:J ;i1Ti1 o Pn c :mp~ ?li' (:::! ) 90,J,,, ,o:m~ i1J9 ' ~,;, 

. n,~n 901w 'i1 

ili1 il *,;,oJ i1Jl' n~ i1J~W ' O 1,~,~ ~ li1 n,roil , v 
1 i1 iln~ 71,J ;i1Ti1 C1' i1 □jnpV'~ ?lP(J) 90W'1 , ojn~ i1JV' ~1i1 

. ;m n9 :J ilJ Wil 

4. (cont'd. ) 
(75) 

Upon L_completin.87 the fifth 

he says: May He who answered El.ijnh on ~1ount 
(76) 

Carmel answer you, and hearken unto the voice 

of your crying this day. Bless ed art Thou. 0 

Lor d , \fho hearest prayer . 

( 7 'i ) 
Upon .fgompletin_s7 the sixth 

he says : May He who answered Jonah in the bellyil-
(78} 

of the fish answer you , and hearken unto the 

voice of your cryi ng this day. Blessed art Thou, 

0 Lord, who answers i n time of trouble . 

~?rom the belly, i n the Standard Edition. 

(75) After Psalms 121 

(76 ) By sending fire fro!"' heaven t o cons ume Elijah's 

sao1•ifice, and not t he s ac1•if ices of the priests 

of Baal (Kings I 1 8 : 37- 38) . 

(77) After Psalms 130 

(78) In answer to Jonah ' s prayer to be s aved from 

t he belly of t he f i sh ( Jonah 2 : 2-11). 
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( 79)) 
4. (cont'd.) Upon Lcompleti~ the s6vehth 

(80) 
he saya: Maj He who answered David and 

(81 ) 
Solomon his son in Jerusalem answer you, and 

h&arken unto the voice of your crying this day. 

Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord, who hast mercy upon 
(82) 

t he land. 

(79) The siT.th added blessi ng , Psal.ms 102 

(80) By t urning t he counsels of Ahitophel, 

advisor to Absol om , to nought (Samuel II 15:31, 18:16) . 

(81) By giving peace and plenty to the land, 

as requested (Kir.gs I 7 : 22 - 8 : 53) . 

(82) Accoro.".ng to Symmachus, this blessing should 

be concluded f,Q)cz.,. 'n ,)J>/e }JJ~ p~?~ r I , 

Blessed art Thou , O Lord, who bringest low the 

haughty. (Tose~hta Ta 1 anit 1:9) 

(62) 



lJ ~J'ln "J11 [!11!l~f} t-en!l?il " J1 "r.)'J~ i1 
· J,'5:t) nK 1r.il1 ;i:mil '.J~? ,n~ i:J9Vl , l!_r.:Pc.a) 1,.,,,ii 
- iy,,,n C'lilJil 1>9n" ~ JOK ,,,n ~ ns,, ,(i171J) ;i:n:n 

,o:>~~ ill9 " ~,;i il"i10~ iilJ (1l'~~ ) CiliJ~ n ~ ill 9t' , r., 
Jii1K 'l= 19 'iil - - - ilTil 0 1'il OJnp9:\t ,1p(J) 9'0W'1 

,c:>nK ill Y~ ~,il ~,0 □ ' ?Y 1J'n1J~ n~ i1J9V.' ,r., _ 1Y"iil 
,G"i1J7J1 ;i:nJ ?::JJ J:::>iJ . "ilTil □ Pil c:::,np9:\t 1?1p(:,) mw,, 

~?~ JJ ;'li11J ;fJ1"il ~? 1i0~ , □ 'O:J"l 'n~ iJ1 ~JWJ1 
. ( n 'Jil 7il:n) n, rr., ~,,v;i:i 

5. 

i l l'l T? 1 i:7l J 7:>~ 1 '"l1 ~ 1l Si' ~? 1 
i ll -. T ', 1 '1l 1J , "i1 
i l l ._ f 7 1 Wl 73,"'.??J 

It happened 1n t he days of 

R. Halat'ta JI.n Sepphorifil and R. Hanina b. Teradi.on 
(83) 

~n Sikni~ that one passed before t he Ark 

and finished the (entirEi)benediction, and they 
(84) 

answered after him AJnet•*• "Blow the Tekiah, 
r (85) 

ye J;'iests, Blow t he Tekiah. May He who answered 

Abraham ( our father) on Jiount Moriah answer you, 

and hearken unto t h e voice of your crying t h is day 
(86 ) 

Bl ow the Teruah ye sons of Aaron, tlow the 

Teruah - May He who answered our fathers at the 

Red Sea answer you , and hearken unto the voi ce of 

your c~ ng this day. ~ d s o on w1 th each benedictioiJ 

And when t he matter cane before t he Sages , they 

said: The~ were not accustomed to do thus except 
( 87) (88) 

in the Eastern Gaites-!HH} (and the Templ e Mount). 

•s , ) .e.,d rtt-T d-1'd' not ans\fer Amen after him, 1n 

t he Standard Edition. 
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{83) As precentor 

{84) This order was given by the .J)O..JJ:.) /Jh , 

the sexton of the congregation. 

{85) The l ong , susta ined bl ast of the shofar. 

(86) The wavering blast of the s hofar, used as 

an alarm. 

(87) The Eastern Gate, or Nicanor gate, was situated 

between the Women's Court ( 

t he Court of Israel ( ~, 7~' 

Chap.II , note 54, pg. 46) 

f'-t J J>1:J"'f ) and 

Jn.J-Y ) • { See 

The Gate had three por tal s, and 

t he \),U> containing t he ~ 1JJ1 was plac9d in t he 

middle arch of the Nies.nor Gate (see Renoff). 

The ritual described in our Mishna 

is t hat which was used in the Temple . The 

may have objected to its use in the synagogue for 

either of two reasons : 

1. Some f'/1 :::,r, may have felt 

that the describe<l ritual was sacred to the Temple, 

and t hat its use in the synagogue was a degradation 

of the ritual . 
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2 . Some p111:>h may have felt 

t hat this use of a Temple ritual, in a synagogue 

archltecture.lly constructed as a reminder of the 

Temple , placed too much emphasis on the Temple 

cult. This may hav~ seemed to them a political as 

well as ritual manifestation; a desire to keep the 

mamory of the Temple alive as an i ncentive to 

future revolt against Rome . Si~ce the status of 

the p 'fl ..)h was guarent eed by Rome , these 

P 'N' .::,p would naturally be interested in maintain­

ing the status quo . 

(88 ) For a more complete discus s ion of the order 

of the fast-day prayers and t:i1e di f ferences between 

the Temple and synagogue rituals, see Excursus 6 . 

The law is according to t he (Chachamim ) . (Maimonides) 

(65) 
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~, 1 J" JS7n7) 1 0lt'tJ " W:Ht ,nn ,~{,:, nl' l37n 'fnff/ 1 
'!hw • ('"i, :i) l' nmr., ,, :, 1b :1~ 1'1" :1 "Vil~ (,) ,1 ' 7:l'?'L'D 

t'J>'TIO :i~ n':J ..,WJ~{i ) ,1 'n' ?m1 i 'J Yno ii':lm ' IVJ t~ , n l'l'D 
;]'l':) '?1Dt1 l 'lVntji,~ , , ,~ ,n1J1"Tl~ Y:Jt'l • 1'7:P1:>V11) ~i.,, 

• 571'1 il' ., :2i ' 1 ::i, 

6. Li>uring t h~ f i rst three ljast dayi} 
(89 ) 

the men of t he Mishmar fast and do not com-
( 90) 

plete 
( 91 ) 

/the fasy, (and) t h e me n of the Bet Ab 
( 92 ) 

did not fast (at all). /fiuring t~/ s econd three 

Zia.st days.7, 
(93) 

pleted 

t he men of t h e Mishmar fasted and com-

D;he fasV, (and) t he men of the 
( 92 ) 

Bet Ab fas ted and did not complete 5he fas§]. 

Ll}ur ing th.!7 seven final fast [days], both 
{93) 

/group~ fasted and completed 5he fas q : 

Lthis 1.W the opinion of R. Joshua. 

(89) The pri esthood was divided into twenty- f our 

"watches" , each of which was on duty i n the Temple 

one week , i n rotation, throughout the year , as well 

as on all holidays . For a more complete discussion 

of the Mishmar, tf.a 1 amad, Bet Ab , etc ., see Excursus? . 

(90) That is, they do not fast the entire day, but 

may eat after t he noon hour . According to the 

Bertinora (,111.JCJ.riP j)•-;; J/'¥ '1 ) , the following reason 

is given: 

(66) 
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b, 

(91 ) Those priests of t he Mishmar on duty fot" 

t h e day (see Excursus 7) . 

(92) Sin ce t he priests of t he Be t Ab were on duty 

adminis tering t he Temple sacrificial worship, t he 

requirements f or fas ting wer~ relaxed for them 

both t he first and t h e second three fast days . 

Accor ding to Rabbi Israel Lipshi tz ( f,, H.' .Jl1/c~ ) , 

The men of the Bet Ab were r el eased from f asting 

as long as the men of the Mishma.r, lest t hey become 

too weak to administer the sacrificial cult of 

the Temple; /J1 ~ I A"f ;.J ,e. Sn I I,#~ • 

(93) That is, they fasted until sunset. 

(67) 
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6. ( cont I d. ) But the Sages say: fi,uring tlltl 

first three fast ~ayri] neither fgrouEJ fasted 

( at all). ffiuring the] second three fast {o.ayi], 

the men of the Misbmar fasted, but did not complete 

/the fa~, (and) t h e men of the Bet Ab did not 

fast ( at all) . {"During t hi7 final seven fast 

/Iayi], the men of the Misbmar fasted and completed 

,lthe fast], the men of the Bet Ab fasted and did 
(94) 

not complete Lt~e fas.i]. 

(94) The opinion of the Sages further. relaxes the 

stringency of the fast days for t he priests on 

duty in the Temple during the fast periods . The 

law is according to the Sages (Maimonides). 

There are no sources availabl e 

which explain t h is fur t her relaxations of the fast 

requirements for the pr iesthood . Ueither the 

Gemara or the Tosephta mentions it, nor do 

Maimonides , Obadiah of Bertinora, Rabb i Israel 

Lipsh itz, or any other mi di eval or modern commentators 

on the Mishna or Talmud. 

(68 ) 
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~, ?J~ n,,,,~ l'' ninw;, t'in,n i oVi:t ' WJ~ T 
,ow ' VJ~ ~~;,,~ ~,, o,,~ ~, J~ n,J ' Wl~{, ) ,C'O'J 

y,,n,~ ''Zll.I'tJ1 ,0):>?(0) 1 1g0,(o ) J ' i1D~ 10 90 ,v:~, 
.nJv., 11:2:::> , Jgr.i 

(95) 
7. The men or the Mishrnar are per-

mit t ed to drink wine during t he nights, but not 
(96) 

during t h e days, {and) t he men of t he Bet Ab 

are not fperrnitted to drink win_i/ 
(97) 

dur i ng t h e days or the nights . 

neither 

The men 
{98) 

the Ma 1 amad 
(99) 

are 

of the 

Mi shmar and the men of 

forbidden to cut their hair and wash their 

clothes , but on Thursday they are permitted /io 

cut t heir hair and wash their clotheD because of 
(100) 

t he honor du e t he Rabbath. 

(95) Th is Mishna has nothing to do with the 

problem of public f:ast-s, but r e fers to the general 

conduct of t h e priest s and l ay r epr e sentatives of 

I srael while on du t y at t he Temple. 

(96 ) Of the week i n wh i ch t hey are on duty a t the 

Temple, s ince t he men of t he Mishl"la.r may be called 

upon t o assis t t he men of the Bet Ab i f t he l atter 

find thems elves unable to handl e the vol ume of 

s acrifi c es for their assigned day (B . T. Ta 1 anit 17a). 

( 97) Of the day on whic!1 they specifical ly h ave 

charge of t he Temple ritual , since it is speciflcally 

forbidden to admi nister the Temple ritual while 

under t he influence of wine• (Levi t icus 10 :9) 

( 69 ) 



(98) These were tha lay representatives of Israel. 

(s ee Excursus 7) 

(99) See Ezekiel 44:20 - 21, and compare to 

Leviticus 10 :9. 

(100) See Chap . I, note 3?, pg. 25 

(?O) 



,,o~ Pl!>? .Aigoo,~';,,, 1,, J371l n?lr.>J :nn:m ,:, n 
1'"11k? n,~ ,, l9? ti'il s,o,~ '01' ' J, .,nio ,,"11 ~? .,,c~ 

i::i' J] 'i'l!:l';, 0'~ (JiilJ) il~l 9m1';, f-~1;, ,, 
.,n,o ,,,,~, ,,,o~ ,,~g~ :,o,~ ,o,, ,::i, .,n,o 1'"11 ~1;, 

i :1 Pf', 1V7l ~?1 * 
B. All /J.ays concerni ng whic!V it 

(101 ) 
is written in the Scroll of Fasts that one 

must not mourn, fiiiourni ngl i s for b i dden [the datJ 

before, but permittad 5he daiJ after . R. Jose 

s&ys : .fgourning] i s for bidden bot h fthe daiJ 
(102 ) 

before and Lfhe daiJ af ter. 

/3here i t i s wri tten in the 
(103) 

Scroll of FastV that one must not fast upon them, 

LfastingJ is permitted both Lffie dai] before and 

,Lthe daiJ after . R. Jose says : L_FastinfY is 

forbidden ,lthe dai] before, ljastin_gl is permitted 
(102 ) 

Lfhe day/ after. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - -
(1 01) See Appendix II for a discussion of t h e 

Scr oll of Fasts . 

(102) In beth cases, R. Jose's opini on is not 

accepted. 

(103 ) Upon t he days enumerated in the Scroll of Fasts . 

{71) 
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9. They do not decree a fas t upon 
(104) 

the community t o begin on a Thursday, so 
(105 ) 

as not to disturb t he market /§ricey, but 

/iathey t h e first t hree fasts ljall oii/ Monday 

and Thursday and Monday, the second three fasts 
(106) 

Lfal l oJil Thursday and Monday s.nd Thursday. 

R. Jose says: As the f irs t ffast dayiJ do not 

beRin on Thursday, so t h e second L.fast dayti} and 
(107) 

the l ast ffast days should not begi n on Thursday. 

( 10 4) Since Friday was considered t oo close to 

the Sabbath to provide adequate time for both the 

purchase and preparation of food for the Sabbath, 

Tnursd ay was t he mar ket day for t he Sabbath shopping . 

(105) If a f ast were t o b e g i n on Thurs day, the 

possibili ty would be t hat t he farr1ers and shop­

k eepers woul d n o t know this in time, and be unabJe 

to provide sufficient suppli e s for both the r egular 

Sabbath purchasing , plus t he food bought for 

br eaking the fast Thursday evening, thus forcing 

a rise in prices because of competitive buying. 

(72) 



(106) Since the decreed fasts follow eachother 

in succession, the total time involved in fas t ­

ing the c omplete t h irteen fasts would be six and 

a half weeks. If we include the individual 

fasts which preceed and follow the public f asts 

in times of extr eme drought, the total elapsed 

time wo~~d be approximately twenty- f our weeks , 

!'rom t he 17th of ffarheshvan to t he end of Nisan. 

Of thes~ , as stated above , only s ix and a hal f 

weelrn wer-e decreed public fasts . 

(107) R. Jose's o~inion is not accepted , since 

by t he time the secoad and third series of fast­

days h4d arr5.ved , the f"arn ers and store-keepers 

would have knovm of the 0rder of fasting , and 

would have prepared for t ha increased cons umption 

or. Thursdays . O•al t er, Ta I ani t, J . P . 3 . edition 

ng . 107, note 233 ) 
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They do not decree a fast* upon 
(108) 

the comMunity on the New Moons~, 
( 110) 

or on Purim. 

(109) 
on Ha.'1.~kkah, 

But if they had begun [the fasQ, 

they do not interrupt [J.Q: bhis iy the opinion 

of Rabban Gamliel. Said R. Meir: Even though 

Rabban Gamliel says that they may not interrupt 

Lthe fasf/, he agreed that they do not complete 
(111 ) 

L§he fasQ. And so also with the Ni nth of 
(112) 

Ab, if it should fall on a Friday. 

* Fasts, in t h e Standard Edition 

:a On the New Moon, in the Standard Edition 

- - - - - - - - - - - -
(108) The first day of the month. In t h e 

biblical period, The Ne-w Moon was superior to 

the Sabbath day, and was cel ebrated by the cessation 

of work (Samuel I 20 :18 - 34 , K~ngs II 4:23 , A.mos 8 :5, 

Hosea 2 :13 , Ezekiel 46 : 3 ). If we were tc, judge the 

i mportance of the New Moon by comparing its 

sacrificial ritual with those of the other holidays, 
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we would see t hat the New Moon (Numbere 28 :11-15) 

stood second only to Sukkos (ibid. 29 :12- 34 ), on 

a par with Pas sover( i bid . 28 :16- 25) and Shavuot 

(ibid. 28 : 26- 31), and on a h i gher plane than 

rlosh ~ashanah ( ibid. 29 :1-6) and Yom Ki ppur 

(ibid. 29 : ? -11), or the Sabbath (ibid. 28 : 9- 10) . 

In the exilic period, t he New 

f>'.oon lost its i mportance as a religious ritual 

and became mainl y the i nstrument whereby the 

calendar and i t s festivals was calculated and 

proclaim~d. During this period, only the wonen 

refrain ed f ro111 work, 3ince t h ey had not been as 

willing to wors h i p the Golden Calf at ?.'ount Sinai 

(Exodus , Chapter 32) as had the men (J.T . Pesahim 

4 : 30d , Pirke R. Eliezer 45, Tur, Orab Hayim 917) . 

Therefore , the men wer e permitted to work on the 

New l'oon ( B . T . Ha giga 18 a, B. T . Arahin 10b ) . 

In B.T. Shebuot 10a we are told 

t hat the New Moon is consid~red a festival, and 

i n 1~umbers 10 :10 the New Moon i s referred to, to­

gether wi th bot h festivals ( fJ'?""'ltl•H} and deys 

of gladness f:).h (),J~ ,011AI ) . 

(109 ) Thi s holiday begins the 25th of Kisl ev 

and lasts eight days. Therefore, i f the fas t 

peri od i s extended for its possible thirteen 

public fasts , Chanukkah woul d be included in the 
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last seven fast days, and there would te tllo or 

three faots fall ing within the holiday, depending 

upon the calender . 

According to the Talmud (Shabbat 21b), 

Hanukkah is celebrated because of the miracle in 

which a cruze of oil, sufficient for one day ' s 

llghting of the l amp in the Temple, lasted for eight 

days . Therefore , \Ye are told to light candles in 

our homes for eight day~, beginning with the 25t h 

of Kislev. 

Histori~ally, this holiday celebrates 

~he rededication of the altar (Maccabees I 4 : 59) 

or the cleansing of the Sanctuary (Maccabees II 1:18), 

three years after their pollution at the hands of 

Antiochus Epiphanes , who set up a pagan 8.:1 tar at 

the altar of burnt off ering in the Temple and sac­

rificed to his idol Zeus Olympius, on this same 

date (Maccabees I 1 : 41- 64, Maccabees II 6 : 2) . 

This rededication ceremony lasted eight days, and 

was celebrated with s acrifice and song (Maccabees I 4 : 36) , 

in a manner similar to t he Feast of Tabernacles 

(J:accaboes II 10 :6). For we know (Sukkah 5 : 2- 4) 

that during the period of the Second Temple , the 

lighting of l amps and torches was an i mportant part 

of the ritual for this festi val . Thar~ is also a 
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legend (Maccabees II l:18ff ) that the altar in 

the Second Temple , dsdicated by Nehemiah, was 

lighted by miraculous fire on the same date. 

The fact that Antiocbus Epiphanes 

sacrificed to his idol on the 25th of Kislev 

indicatel:I that t his date was sacred to the pagans . 

Both Ewald (Gesch. des Volke s I s rael 3d ed. vol . 4 

pg. 40? ) and Wellhausen (Israelitische und JHdi sche 

Geschichte! pg. 210) indicate t hat this day h4d 

been celebrated by the Israelites as a winter 

solstice festival before t he date became associated 

\vith the !'accabean victory. 

(110) This holiday may fal l on the 11th, 12th, 

13th, 14th, or 15th of Ada.r (!Aegillah 1 : l), and 

the prohibition against fast ing would apPl y 

only to individuals fasting , since this 1s 

bet ween the latest possible date for communal 

fas ting and the end of Nisan. It is also 

possible t hat a fast nay be decreed for some 

reason other than prolongued drough t, and 

~recautions must he taken t hat Purim is not 

i ncluded i n these decreed f a sts . (see below , 

Chapter III) 

Purir i s 11 holiday celebrating 

t ne deliverance of the .t'ersian ,Jews from the 

(7?) 
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hands of Raman, as recorded i n the Book of Esther, 

according to which the holiday was i nstituted as 

a national holiday by Mordecai and Esther (Esther 9 : 20- 22) . 

The name is derived from the term 11v , meaning 

lot , which was cast by Haman to determine t he 

date for the extermination of the Jews (Esther 3:7) . 

The~e is noth:i.ng of a religious 

nature about the hol iday, which is evidenced by 

the fact that the only quasi- r eligious r i tual 

connected with Purim - the reading of the Book of 

Esther in t he synagogue - could be held on any 

day from t he 11th to thP. 15th of Adar, coi nc idi ng 

with t he mar ket day and the day of holding court 

in Palestine (see Me gillah 1:1 ). However , the 

holiday W9.s so esteemed that it was considered 

equal to the day of t he giving of the Torah on 

!11ount Sinai (Mordecai on B. T . Baba Kamm.a 9 : end of 

page ), a.'1d the statement is Made t hat , after the 

Prophets an.i the rest of the Baeiographa had 

been for gotten, the Book of Est her would still 

be remembered, and Pll.rir1 celebrated (J. T . Megilla.h l:5a, 

Jtaimoniries, 1ilishneh Torah Megill ah 3 :18 ) . 

(111) The law, according to Maimonides, is that, 

if the fast - days i nclude any of the above days 

on which &ne should no t fast , one must not inter­

rupt the fast by refusing to fast on t h is day. 
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Likewi s e, one mus t not shorten the fast day because 

it happens to fall on one of the above-mentioned 

days , but must complete the fast, eating no food 

until sunset . 

(112) On the Ui nth of Ab , <me does not cor.tplete 

the fast if the day happer.s to fall on Friday , 

since it would be improper to enter t he Sabbath day 

wea~ fro1, hunger . One should eat after the noon 

hour . 

According to t he calendar , t he 

!a11t11 of Ab has never oc ~urred on t'onday, ,iednes­

dav-, or Fri.nay since 1785 , and will not do so in 

the future as far as the year 2000 . Ho calendar 

hn.s yet been co1ri.puted , to my knowl edge , past t he 

year 2000 . (Vergleichende Daturo- Tabel len auf 

216 Vahre des jHdiEchen nnd allgemeinen bii.rgerl ichen 

Kalenders, Freund , s .~J. \'Vien 1885 . For the 

i mn0rtance of and observance of the Ninth of Ab , 

see Chap. IV, 1·1shna 6 , pg./ 3 7 , note .2... 3(• • ) 
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, ill lJl'1~i i'G',J; J ,,o~il ,,~il n,, J9n ;10 ~ 
C'OVll~p~VT.:11 .,,7.) 1n,';,9 1'9'ilTl:l 1l'W' C'n~ ?Ji 

,,,o 1n,';,9 t'>"'ino ,cP c,9J;~ owl, owl pJ 
.n~ J n:,;:, ~, i1V1 , J~T.) 

1. TIie •rder er these af'erementiened tast• 
_ (113) 

5PP11 t• a dr•ught durinjl the first seas•n , 
(114) 

but ab•uld the spreuts change they ••und the 
(115) 

alarm ever them at •nee. And if the rains ceased* 
. (116) 

fer ferty days betwsen,lthe t1rsf/ ra1nta11 and 
(116) (115) 

,Lfhe seoeng rainfall they seund the alarm 

ever them at •nee, since this 1s the punishment et 
(117) 

a dreught • 

* And similarly if t he rains ceased in the Standard Editien. 

(113 ) This refers te the ,)')I' , •r rain• .falling 

in the aenth e.f Marcheshvan. Th• term .j)..J/f.. Jc. > ,n ,~") 

refers t• the entire seas•n •f the early rains, and n•t 

to the first rai::dall within the aeas•n alene (B.T. Ta'anit 19a). 

v ~11?.:v ,n -411~ '"''' >-,"'~ -.., ? ,)'6 ,~, 

~-·t :ft ../)'.J 'U > /lJldO/.J7 

ft. ~ .J/V f J,)j •/• 

,1f. ~/, ~-. ,H ~ _11 • J IJ ' ::, ,1) •-::,~ ·w,!c ))~ /.,)' ', , 'H .Y 'i>'l4e.~ . \' 
0f1~/r ,-,e,t/ f · 1~T :J .J>'.JLJ~ ) e,T ,)")'~e. ~ JrJ I..J'rl 1i "f iie;~ 

J)/JY-J>-,,f f' A- l'>J'l t./ f ' y ' /)';) /'Jc ?NJ/t '0/1 .... , y ' il ,~ ,p1 es~~ 
. e ,,,, e /c, ) # Jr.lie 

)'/<JV ') 1Jrl°:i ,))•~., ft ))J N .1 'l •t J)Qr/ ? ~1 1.Je. ,:n ,..,, /~Y /c 
,))',~A 'J.M. J.:> ),IJ/c 'o/' ·1 , ,Y•..:e ,J,:r •~-, ~,_ne_ ·9~ f> ')N//< P,111.:)/>/ 

/ti) , ,)),~, -r~ ,JJI./J 'l, 1{J>eft ,r,,,.,~ 'fd.}) /'/(.e J.:; ,>)' ' .. H. ,))',n ~?.J)e/1 

(!I 1/ 0;) /(f, .;)J , Mc~ f '/// J l'C~ rn•e. r 'lle( ?Jt/Jc he'dµ(',~ /1-a;(. 
, yll.) t_ ,)'( 1 In I ] ~ , ..,::. 
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What is the time er the :fructifying 

(~kins)? R. Meir aaya: The first rains et tl'Ueti~ 

ticatieR (ceme) en the third (er Marheahvan), the 

intermediate (rains) (oeme) en the seventh (thereef), 

and tha late rains (came) en t he aeventeenth (thereet). 

R~ Judah says: The first rains •f fruetificatien 

(cem•) en the seventh (ef Marheshvan), the (fi~at) 

1nte:rmed1:.te (raina ceme) en the aeventeeatla ( thei-eet}, 

the (aecend) intermediate (rains ceme) •n the 

twenty-third. (thereef), and the late rains (c•••) 

en the tldrtieth (thereet). 

Wllioh are the seo•nd fructifying rains? 

After the time ef the (tirat) rains have ceme: The 

we~ds et R. Meir. And the Sages say: Sufficient 

fer a rainfall (which will bring ab•ut) a aecend 

fru.ctifioati•n. R. Jese say■ : All (matters) which 

ue dependent upen the fructifying rainfall (as a 

time l1m.it), are dependent up• n the seccnd fr-~etifying 

rainfall. All matters that are net dependent upen 

fructifying raintall ( as a. time limit) ( can be 

oensummate4) after the (first) tructifying rainfall 

has fallen. Rabban Simon B. Oamliel says: Raina 

which fall seven days in succession and de net cease 

are o•nsidered sufficient fer the second truct1f1eat1•n. 

(68) 
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'?he difficulty in interpreting this 

passage in •ur Mishnah lies in the tact that the 

term J)_;J/c-t'7 )")'(; 1 ~ ·1 1• used 1nd1acr1m1nately t• 

r@f'11r ta b•th the entire aeaa•n •f' the early rains 

and also f•r the first rains t• fall within that 

aeasen. If we use the term ,).J/0~, ,,'6· .. r, in the 

latter sense, we may a.ls• speak •f the ))'Jt. ,n,;1; 

and the, __p•e.:Je.. ,Y\' ,')1 • It is necsssary t• date 

accurately the ,)..J/~ /ri ,)'{'-1"> , aince the beginning 

•f the t ·Ne. c.' J1 }1<t is decreed by the ceurt in 

cenjunctien with the arrival •f the ,)_J1<!.. /;;") ,) 5•~'1 • 

(aee Chap. 1, pg. 2 n•te 1, and ala• cempare the 

epini•n •t R. Meir in TeBephta Ta'anit 1:3 ab•ve 

•1th Chap. 1, pg. 11, the Hebrew text et the Mislmah). 

Tae date et tbo Ji·e"Je.. i))';)7 detera1n•• 

th~ date upen which the p,,·o• (aee Chap. 1, pg. 15 

ll•te 25) begin t• fast (cNLpare R. Meir's epini•n in 

Tesephta Ta'anit 1:3 t• Cup. 1, pg. 15 Hebrew text •f 

Mishnah). 

The determination •f the date •f the 

-;, :..I~ J')"¥ 'in has nething t• de with the determinati•n 

•f fasting precedure, but rather has legal and agri• 

cultural 1mplicat1ena. Fer instance, ene who has vewed, 

setting rainf'all as a time limit t~ his vew, must 

keep his vewed ebligati•n until the appearance •f the 

(89) 
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(B.T.Nedarim 62b). Ala•, ene may net 

glean the •live or•p until atter the '))''J~ ~'1'..'.n 

(Peall 8:1). &er may ene walk t:OZ..ugh private pr~perty 

bef~;.-oe the advent er the v ,·.Jt. ,),•.n (B.T.Baba Kamm& 81a). 

(llf) · Change their cel•r, indicating that they 

are dying. 

(115) By blewing the she.far, and .faating accerdiJI& te 

the erder •f tasting f~r the first three day• •fa, 

decreed public fast. 

(116) See ne•• (113) abeve. 

(117) '!'he Talmud (B.T.Ta'anit l9a-b) aaltea a diatinotien 

between a oenditien et scarcity and a cenditien et draught. 

Accerding ta R. Nahman, the transpertatien et pr•viaiena 

.f'rc;,m ene city te anether by water reutea indicate■ a 

1oaroity, whereas ~he 1mportatien et previai•na frem 

fereign ceuntries ia a precedu.re .fellowed enly in times 

•.f' dreught. Aocerding t• R. Hanina, if the prio~ et a 

••'ah (appr•x.l/3 bu.) 1a l selah (apprex. $1.00), aad. th• 

grain is ebtai nable, this le 1ndicat1Ye ef a scarcity. 

(Aocerding t• Baba Metzia.h 5:1 , the nermal price et wheat 

is 25 silver denars per kor, which ia 1/5 selah per aeah, 

•r apprexilllately 60¢ per bushel. Wheat is queted at the 

market te-day at an average •f $1.86 per bushel.) 
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K. H&Jlina says that, if teur ae•ahs 

(1-1/3 bu.) seld fer a aelah and ceuld net be ebtained, 

this indicated a famine. If we take nete et the faot 

that thia price is enl.y 1/4 the price queted by the 

same sage fer indicating a scarcity,•• may questien 

the val.idity et beth statements. Hewever, R. Jehu.an 

state• that the grain ceuld net be ebtained, ••t because 

there was ne grain, but because oeinage was scarce. 

This weuld indicate a recegnit1•n en the part •f the 

•ages •f the ecenemio and menetary as well as agricultural 

oauses •f famine. 



-

lzJU t?,t(? l'' ~'z... ( ,,,.,) t(? ?J~ O'nDl? .,,,,, J 
ffi';, i] t "n ,~ ffi1;, l-l n,1,J? ~, ?J~ ilT?, ilT? , t mnx, h5 

· .,,o 1n'?~ T'V'ino ,n,;9n1;, 

i1:Pf?1 'l' l ~';, 1 ... 

2. It #he rain!] tell /i,n.d benef1ttey' 
(118) 

the plants but did ••t ,(ral~Lfurfioient t• 
(119) 

benetit? the tree• , /;r thE1y (tell te the benet1 t 
* •tJ tz-ees Th_u~ net the plants, 6r 1.!" they wwi-e •f 

bene.fit t,f] beth fi1ant'iJ and /ir-eei], but wez-e net 
_ (120~ (121) 

L'.!ufficient t8 tily' cistern• , ditches , and 
(122) 

caves , they seu.nd the alarm ever them immediately. 

* And n•t in the Standard Editien ------- ___________ ,. __ 

(118) A eentle rain, which will n•t injure the budding 

plant■, but which will previde the necessary aeisture 

ter their devel$pment (B.T. Ta'anit 19b). 

(119) A t•rrential rain, steady and in velume, te 

previde eneugh meiature tor the •rchards (1Q1d.). 

(120) 'l'he hills •f Judea were heneycembed with cisterns 

built by the Judeana, upen which they depended f•r their 

water supply during the dry seasen. 

(121) These refer t• irrigatien ditches. 

(122) Al•• used t•r stering water were caves and 

tuanela, aatural and aan•made, like the Sileam tuanel. 

(92) 
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::l'nj1[;il 0'7:>V1l i1'79 117' K?V7 7"9 l=::>1 l 
m~ :,P?n , ,,t,mt ~'? m~ ,,9 1;,s,, mK ,,9 ?>7 'n71!>o;ii• 

,,9:, ;innt - 11 li'J'n i1'1>' 7't:>on K? ,w~ ;ip,n i] ,oon 
'Ji . n19,,no ~1;,, n1J>1no il'nl J'JO ?J i , n9ino, i1J9no 

• n1l9no K?1 n19,7no :101~ KJ'P>' 

(123) 
Similarly, if it did net rain en a 

eity , as it is written: "And I caused it te 

rain up•n one city, and caused it n•t te rain upen 

anether city; ene pi~c e was rained upen, Cand the 
.-:f.!"2•> 

piece whereupen it rained net, withered.J : 

t hat city fasts and seunds the alarm, and all the 
_ (125) 

aurreunding L!;err1torieJ7 fast and de net 

11eund the alara. R. Aklba says: {ib.e surreunding 
(126) 

territerie_ij seund the alarm, but de net fast. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

(123 ) And it did raln upon ether cities in the land. 

(124) Ames 4:7 

J.T. Ta'anit 3:3). 

(Ala• quoted in the same centext in 

(125) It is very difficult t• detenune the exact 

meaning of the term ~ounding territex-ies. Tais 

••uld seem te imply that each city had an area surrounding 

it which was dependent upon it fer pr etection, law, 

marketing, etc. This would impl y a large city, or ene 

defined 1n Megillah 1 :2 as a walled city. w~ do net kn•• 
•xactly new many walled cities existed in Judea er in 

the earlier cembined k ingdem. Hewever, it is prebable 

that the term .,") ;J ' ;J O implied a knewn area, that is, 

(93) 



an area whese beundaries were clearly defined. One au~h 

p.aaible division of area e•uld be based upen the cities 

ef refuge listed tn Jeshua 20:7-8. 

1) Kecbsh 

2) Slleohem 

5) Jebi-en 
(K1r1ath arba 

t) Bezer (?) 

5) ft&J11eth 

6) Gelu ( ?) 

I Asher 

II llaphtali 

III Zebulua 

IY I••••har 

V I' Manaaaell 

VI Dan 

VII Kplaraill 

VIII Benjamin 

IX Judah 

X Sim.een 

XI Pleuben 

XII Gad 

XIII ½ Mana• sell 

Using these cities as a base, we see that they divided 

the area et the united kingdom into six rather equal 

districts. The ebvieus d1v1sien, that by the Rem.ans 

into five administrative districts, a)N ••Ollil\64 in 

time t• have been refered to in this Mishnah. 

(94) 



According t• Josephus (Anitquities X 14:5} 

the land wa.~ divided by Gabinius, successor to 

Pempey i n 57 C.E., int• the following five ad­

ministrative districts: 

Jerusalem 

Gadara 

Amathus 

Jeriche 

Sepph•ris. 

Each of these capitals ef their surrounding dis­

t~icts had its own Sanhedrin. This establishment 

0f autonomous district Sanhedrins was a move to 

discredit the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem, recognized 

by all as authoritative . It met with lit t le 

success. 

(126} R. Akiba would have the shefar blown te 

awaken the mercy of heaven, as is done on Resh 

Rashanah, rather then to sound an alarm f'or danger, 

as is implied in our Mishnah. According t~ 

Maimonides (Yad, Hilchot Ta 'aniot II}, the law 

is not according to R. Akiba. 

(95} 
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nJ9nn ,,9n iln,~ ,n,~n ,~ ,J, 1J w,w ,,9 1J1 , 
~J'P9 'Ji . n19,;nn ~,, n1J9no il'n1J'JO ;,Ji , n>11no1 

n,~,n~ ,,9 ?,J, ,~r,~ .n1J9no ~,, n19~1no ,,o,~ 
.;ir ,, ~ ilT o 'r.>' ;w';,w:1 o ,no ilVntll ill r.ln ,~, 1 , '?li n,~ m1 

Similarly, a city which /J.a affiioted 
(127) 

wit.97 pestilence •r talling [in et Jaeuaey, 

, and 
(128) 

that city f'1.1ta a.nd s•unda the all.l'lll 
(129) 

all its eu.rreunding 5erri\;eriey taat but de 
(130) 

ft. Akiba aa,-a: 

sw.nd the alarm but de net taat. What is &enaidereg] .. 
a pestilence! fJr, ii/ a oi-t,- 1n which 1a teund 

tive hundred teet-{!eldiery, three et taeae went 

ferth dead in three days, ene at'ter the •ther, 

beaeld, thia 1a a pestilence; (leas than thia 1• 
(131) 

net 6-nsiderey a pestilence). 

- - - - - - ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - -
(127) The cellapse et the heuae must net be 

attributible te any natural causes auch aa earth-

but 111Uat be inexplicable and able te be attributed 

t• Ged 1 s displeasure. (Malter J.P .s. ed. note 279 pg. 133) 

(128) See abeve, nete (115) 

(129) See abeve, note (125) 

(130) See above, note (126) 

(96) 



'l'll• Teaephta (Ta'anit 2 :10) i s a ere ex­

plicit oene•rning the requirements ter a sickness 

te ~e ceuidered et pestilential pre pertiena: 
,).J ~l>/c ,r,·~ r P1 

. .,"Mf ,)t.It 14•:J f,-. poo> l) /~ e1c 7..:11 
~'-"Al' :.-,e le H'->/< ,"°~" ,~ f It~ 1~1 . 1;r1 .:>.J I''' µ.J ,nk 

. ')~~ ,)J •);') ;.>J ')h /c ,")J f>•,1' i)Q.Je ~ 

II<~ Ph : ,')~ /'""' , .PtJ ,)rl p '.J').J Pl i: ;, ').:l o/C 

• >Yf"'.. f 'C-• JJIN J'I< 

•~•J.o1me■a which is interrupted, even 

i t three di• 1A •n• d.ay ene a1'ter the ether, is net 

cenaidered a plague. A plague which haa n• inter­

rupti•n• even 1~ (enly) three die in three daya, ene 

a t te~ the ether, beheld this is cenaidered a plague. 

They seund , the alarm ever creup which cauaea death; 

it it is ut ( accempanied by death) they de net seund 

the alarm ever it. 

It three healthy pers•ns died en th~a11• 

day, it ~•uld be attributed t• chance, and net t • 

a plague. All deaths must be • f nermally healthy 

P••ple, and net caused by eld age, accident •r 

child-birth. 

(97) 
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791 p:11V?i1?>1 : 01p1J?=>::i t'v,,no 1,~,vt1l ;i 

:rTiil~91 ,ilv, il"n(;i ) ?91 ,,,a,;i';,:91 ,;i::i,~;iSv , ,pp,,r; 
• . n:>1;,;m il=>o ~ ,;w., 'J~o lil'?Y l'V',nn 

5. 
(132) 

J!i!} upen these /eeeurren~es/ ther 
(133) (134) 

seu.nd. the alarm in ul placea : blasting 
(135) 

, 

and mildew, and lecust, and caterpillar and 
(136) (137) 

(the) wild beast and the sward • They 

seund the alarm ever them becaus'.t they are a travelling 
(138) 

at'flictien • 

- - - - - ~ - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
(132) The Teaepllta distinguishes between l•ouet• 

and grassbeppers, and states that the alarm is 

aeunded ever beth: 
' :rl Jl'J~J) lcJ>~OtJ/ 

v.:>,..., kl~ 'J;}t/ Jt,~-. ~.) 'l<~t~,"') \"r- f''Yt')..n/1 
rl t n ,..., ~~ r,, 7///c '}J"<'SI< ,~ Jl'tJt'e', . _n__:S,.,,../ 

(133) Tru-eugheut the land, and net enly in the 

cities and eurr•unding terr1t•r1ea in which they 

are teund. It the latter were the case, the Mishnah 

weuld t.ave been explicit in saying a•. 

(135) See Kings I 8:37 

(136) It wild beasts are seen chasing twe persena, 

it is a sign ef divine displeasure, and they seund 

the ahetar. (Maim•nides; see als• Leviticus 26:6) 

(98) 



F 
(137) 'fll• Teaephta (ibid.) 1a ••re 9xplio1t in 

its diaouaaien •t the term ~ 1 fl : 

k ~in ,s.~,c Plt~.S fl~NJV J>):./l1) ~,/7 
,./!l'..!l il i fe .:\"lh ,~,r ri ' ,3 ,.,,, -v1S, J'Y,-,J)# pt)t, 

,,Jl}c ,) ~~~, ✓ ~:~ ."')"''~. h,1 1.J>I' pJ)e ~-e. ~,r, ,r l'kl 

... ,,fk nle.•,- \))'S ~ ,)1) l.;llc•ek' -0_1 :k1~.;, r'1-' il 

• ,~• ~ 'J' l''r l")..1),4/ t•Jc k'if O ~ iJ' ,S') 

The ·e-,:•rd which passes tr.m place t• 

place, even -the nerd et peaoe, they ••Wld the alarm 

ever it. And there is n• need t• aay /that we ae\Ul1l 

the alara ever the swerd et p~t.td~ i: And yeu Ila.Te 

ne /example et/ the sw•rd et peace better than the 

eSample er Phara•h Neobe, and which carried •tt that 

righteei.ts man; he w9.s Jeaiab (Chrenicles II 35:21-2!) 

"And he nent unt• him ••• " It /the travelling armie■/ 

were in Syria, they did net seund the alarm ever them. 

The abeve r eference is t• Phar•ah Nech• ' • 

campaign against Carcemish, in which Jesiah was killed 

in battle at t empting t• ha.lt Nech• at Megidde . 

(138) These aterementiened dangers are the type that 

aay spread quickly, engulring the whele land. There­

fere, t he entire land is areused by sounding the 

alarm, t• fast and t• pray that the dang~r may be 

(99) 



(139) 
6. It is teld that the llldera descended 

(140) 
tr•~ Jerusalem t• their Geapectiv!7 citiea 

and preclaiaed a fast because they ebaerved a 
_ (1-tl) 

blast Lsu!'f icie~J te till (the aeuth et) an even 

in Aahkelen. And again they preclalmed a !'aat 

because welvea had eaten t•• babiea acreaa the 

Jerdan. R. Jeae aaya: Net beoauae they ate [the 

* oh1ldre.!i7, but because they were seen. 

* It was aeen 1n the Standard Bd1 tien. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(139) The members et the ceurt. 

(140) Jerusalem was situated en a aeries et 

meunta1ns, and upen laav1ng the city ene had te 

descend. It may ale• be that this term is used 

as a technical term t\l signify the end •f a judicial 

ceurt aeasien, since the judges sat in t he Chamber 

•t Hewn Stene i n the Temple.• and upen leaving had 

te descend threugh the Nioan•r gate i nt• the Court 

•t Israel and t hus down the Temple mount t• the 

reads leading away f.rom Jerusalem. 

(141) That is, an ameunt ef blasted grain sufficient 

t~ make a leat large eneugh t• !'111 the aeuth •f an •v••• 
{100) 



fc,,l n,D,piW1 ,,y ?Y :nJWJ 1,9,,no ,,~ 1;,9 r 
;nrv, ·,,r.i,~ ,o,, ,J, .c,J oo,~on nJ,gon ,v, ,,i)) ,~ 

~,, ;,Jiil , ~ 1~ :,r.n~ , J r.i'nil l , smw .i1p9'l~o l.i'J~ 
.o,::):r., ,, 11,;i 

"lll"T?H7'.l O'JJ1'.:> "1::119 •..• 
"lll" T? H7'.l ~71 ~ 

7. Upen these ,LeccaaienaJ they seund the 
(142) 

alarm •n the Sabbath : Upen Q city surreunded 
(143) 

by Gentiles * , and upen a ship :tenndering at 
(144) 

sea. R. Jese says: 'l'• aid her , &_uf} net t• 

cry eut fr.• a.fl. Sime•n et' Teman aaya: BYen 

upen & pestilence, but the Sagea did n•t agree 

with him. 

* Id•l-werahippere in the Standard Bditien 

iHt And n•t in the Standard Edition 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --
(142) The ahetar was net blewn en ,-he Sabbath 1n 

normal times, net even if Resh Haehanah fell en the 

Sabbathp except in Jeru.~al.em 1n the Temple, and 

in the su.rreunding s.a tewna rlthln the Sab-bath 

limit ef Jeru.salem, which was two thousand cubits. 

(Resh Rashanah 4:1) 

(143) By an army •f ~ti l.es bent en conqueat. 

Accerd.1.ng te Maimonides, ene does not blew the 

Shefar on Sabba.th, but f'asta and cries out t• O.d 

rithaut bl .. i.ng the shotar. 

(101) 
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(144) The alarm is seunded t• call the people 

t• the aid •f the stricken ship, and not t• awaken 

the mercy •f heaven. Thia is an epinien ceunter t• 

that ~f R. Akiba ~see nete 126) and Maim•nidea is 

agatnst blewing the ahefar en the Sabbath at all , 

but eendenes seeking the mercy •f heaven •n the 

Sabbath ( see abeve, nete 143). 

We can aee that the shefar had twe different 

uses . One was as a secular alarm, the ether as a 
C 

devise t• eall the attention ef Ged t• the prayers 

•f Israel. Maimonides d•es net take int• aooeunt 

the latter tunctien •f blewing the shefar 1n ruling 

against its use en the Sabbath, whereas R. Jeae 

malces the distinctien 1n •ur Mishnah. 

(102 ) 
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8. 

y,n p,.,,v t, 9"7nn , , ~ il ?9 ~i,, ~t,,w ~ 1?:J 1;,s, n 
,,, ,w ,,~nil : ?lY7.>i1 'lin, ( i?) ,,n~w iltz1t.m . o,nw1 :1110 

l:(?1!' ? ' JWJ , □ "n0:) '71 ln 10'):Jill ,~ : Oil? j7:)~ •□"i~Wl 
1DY(Q, il.:t19 l9 (?il'DY :17.)) •□ "7.lVJl , ,.,, ~,, ??uni1 .,pn , 

,,:v o;,' JE:l ,~w ~p :i::i to, 19 ?VJ n1 :n : 1'.:m, :, n~, , i1J1n:J 
i~:JD TT 'l., ~W ? 11li1 1 7.:>'DJ ' l~ 9JWl •1'JD? n'J J J:J 'J~~ 

, , ~, : , n~ • l ' :)Dl n □ " 7.:>Wl ,, ,nnil ·1')::l 1;,9 DninW 1 Y 
: ,oi:-: .. 'j~r :iti-:, , .n,,m, , 1 ' " " D , n , 1 1::i ' 7.:>'Dl i:-:,~ , ,n,~w 

,J J?nJ , , ,, .i1J1 l l , ~::,, :i , 11x, ' 7.:>Wl ~,~ , ,n, ~w i :J ~, 
.O'OWl il "Jgn 11" J il , ;t, t;)? W17'0 ?~if.' ' .. 17 >1V/ 1 9 

il l~ T~1 Wl ~., ,, , , , nnil .. 
:,11~ T?'I Wl ll!t:PW * 

(145) 
Upell any calam.ity which shall ••t befall 

the cemmunity, they aeund 6'he 
(111) 

case eff exceasiTe rain 
(147) 

alaraJ, except /J.• the 

• Ollce they aa14 t• 0aiaa 

the C1r ele-clrawer : Pray that the rains ■heuld fall . 

l e s aid unt• t hem: 
(148) 

O• •ut and brillg in the Paasever 

evens se taat they shall net 41as•lve. He [the:i] 

prayed, and t he r ains did net fall. (What did he de ? ) 
(149) 

He drew a circle (and) steed within it, and said: 

Master • f t he werldJ Thy children censider ae as a 
(150) 

member e f Thy h•useheld • I swear KIin by ~hy great 

name t h.at I shall net meve tr•m here until Theu have 

mercy upen Dy ch i ldren. The rains began t• drizzle. 

N• t ll•iJ such [j ~a1.ri7 have I asked, but fer r a i ns 
(151) 

Lsuffieient t e f11.Y c isterns , ditches and e aves • 

* They came dewn vielently . N•t !J•i/ such /j. r a i y have 

bl essed and gracieus r ains. I asked, but for banevelent, 
(152) 

They c ame dewn preperly until the Israelites &er e 
(153 ) 

Jerusalem t o t he Temple Mount 
iHf, 

f•rced) te ascend f rem 

because e f t he rains . 

* They began te fall in the Standard Edi t1on 

-11-'.1- Te leave in the standard Editi•n 

{103) 



(145) Thia ie a euphemistic express1•n replacing 

the intended meaning: lT~n any calamity which shall 

befall the cemnmity. It is 1n the same ~ateger,· as 

calling a v ~ ~ ',1 a ..,~..:)')Fl , t•r fear ef bringing 

a'b£1ut an evil situatien by mentioning it by name. 

The phrase 1n our Mishnah may ala• be a parenthetical 

phrase: May it net c~el (Malter· Ta'anit pg. 135 nete 283). 

(146) Acc~rding t• Rab, the alarm is aeunded in 

the ease •f excessive rain enly 1n Babylenia, where 

the danger •f tl••ds exists. (B.T. Ta'anit 22b) 

(147) See Appendix I 

{148) 'T4eee wer6 ••ens made et clay (see Kel1m. 5:7), 

and c~uld disintegrate in a heavy dewnpeur. Since 

they were anch•red t• the earth enly by clay, they 

could be taken up and moved indeers. 

(149) This atery is roteld by J. Trachtenberg 

(Je~iah Magic and Superstition), in referring to 

the ever-present circle in magical rite. The circle 

is usually drawn t• def ine a domain int• which the 

1nv•ked spirit er demen cannet enter. It is inter-

esting te nete the moral twist given by •ur 'Mislmah 

te an act which is s• ebvieusly a magical interference 

with nature. 

(104:) 
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(150) The literal translatien •f this phrase is: 

Thy peeple turn their race unte r.ae as if I am a 

(161) See this chapte~, pg. 92, netes 120,121 ,122. 

(152) Neither t•• little te de the crepa geod, ner 

s• terrential as t«' cause preperty damage. 

(153) The Tomple was situated en Meunt Moriah, called 

.. }l 'rl~ , ,) , er Jleunt er The Beuse. Trad1t1enall,-, the 

Meunt is asseciated with the p/JJ' .J>1 (' (Genesis 22:2) 

and as the mountain up•n which David erected an altar 

(Samuel II 2.t:.25) . Oman the Jebusite had a threshing-
-r-

floer en this epet, upen which Selemen built the 

Temple (Chl.-oniclea II 3 :1). The tep er the mountain 

had an ar~ or 500 x 500 ells, er cubita, er apprex­

imately twenty-seven acres (l ell is equal te 21.85 in.). 

The space was entirely enclosed by walls. ( J.D. Eisenstein 

in J .3. 1905 V•l• XII pp.89-92) 

(105) 



,11~r?1 wl ,,n~, ,~J 
ill'f?1Wl ,1il 1'?9 'l,T1l ,iln~ 'l1n ~?O?N 

,11,,1,wl 1'J~ 7Y Nenno ~,:-w lJ~ 

8 ( nont 'd. ) They t1aid* te him: Just as ,-eu 

prayed fer them, that they 5,he r ain~ eheuld fall, ae 

pray /_nei] t;ver the?ijl, that they sheul.d depart. He a aid 
(154) 

unt• them: Go and see if the Stene et Leeers 
(155) 

hu 

been innundated • Simeen b. Shetach aent unte him 
(156) 

fiayiniJ: Yeu deserve excemmunicatien-H , but 

what can I de unte yeu, s~nce yeu are petulant betere 

the Omnipresent (and He fulfills yeur desire) as a sen 
ii'H' 

whe is petulant be£ere his father, and he ,lthe fathey 

fulfills hia desire. Concez•ning you Scripture states: 

~Let thy father and thy mother be glad, and let her 
(157} 

th&t bere thee rejoice" • 

* They came and said in tho Standard Editien 

~ Were yeu net Onias, I would excommunicate yeu in 

the Standard Editien. 

ff-If- Impeses upen in the Standard Edition 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(154) According to biblical injunction, all articles 

reund by an individual must be returned to the ewner, 

if possible (Deuterenemy 22:1- 3) . However, the presumptive 

(106) 
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ewner must be able to identi!'y' the preperty as his, 

beyond question, by means •f identifying marks en 

the property, adequate descriptiens, am•unts, lecatien 

of place •f 1,sa, etc. The finder must advertize the 

find at each •f the three p1lgr1mmage festivals in 

Jerusalem (see Chap. I, pg. 5, note 4). The finder 

anneunces hi~ find in general, nen-descriptive terms, 

frem the Stene of Losers, a high stene 1n Jerusalem 

(see ala• Baba Metziah 2:6). The Tesephta (Ta 1 an1t 3:1) 

states that the 1••ok t•r testing the height ef the water 

was the ene named Keren Ophel in the Bro•k Kidren, and 

gives as a re.son for net praying fer the cessat1•n •f 

rain that Oed has already premised never te bring anether 

Flood upen the Earth, as in the days •t N•ah• 

(155) The Talmud (B.T. Ta'anit 22b) states in the 

nme ef Samuel that ene must net pray f•r the cessati•n 

•f too much good, since such a situation was predicted 

by the prophe c.s (Malachi 3:10). Accerding te the 

Talmud, then, this statement by Onias cencerning the 

Stene of Losers was a chiding statement, intended by 

Onias t• remind his listeners of the abeve prephecy. 

(156) Fer a discussion •f excommunicatien, see abeve 

Chap. I, pp. 26-29, note 39. The Talmud {J.T. Meed Katan 

3:1) oempares Onias' act with that of Elijah (Kings I 

17:1), in wh1ch Elijah assumes centrol ever rain. 

(15?) Proverbs 23:25 

(107) 
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,,ru, iWYO • , o.,';,w, niln ,n~ , 1r., ,';,v,, ~, n~n o,,p 
-,::r, om i7.)~ .n,~m o,ip □'7:lVll'OiP 11i'1 ,11;,:J n'.lSi'n 
,,:no,~,, .:no oP 1v,91 ,,nw, 1?:J~1 , ~ ,1 1~,r, 

.,1,lil ';,';,;, , ~, p 1 ,C'Ji>'i1 l'J ,~ __ J1 JJiO 01' 1'1191 , 1nv,1 

9. (158) It [the peeple ef the cemmunit.I/ 

were fasting, and rains fe,11 fer them befere 

sunrise, they did net c• mplete ithe fas;?; /it rains 

felY after sunrise, they cempleted ~he fasf/. 
(159) 

R. Eliezer says: /it rains feli7 befere /j'aiJ 

a••n /iieui], they de net cemplete lthe fas£]; after 
(160) 

/jhi/ n••n /fJ.•u:iJ, they cemplete the fast • 

It happened that they decreed a fast in Lydda and 

the rains fell f•r them befere /Shi] n••n ./:h.•u.iJ• 
R. Tarf•n said: 0. ferth and eat and drink, and 

(161) 
ebserve a heliday • And they went ferth and 

at~ and drank and •bserved 
(162) 

came in the afterneen 
(163) 

Hallel • 

a hel1day, and they 

and recited the Great. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(158) This statement is attributed t• R. Meir 

by the Talmud {B.T. Ta'anit 25b). 

(159) The Talmud (ibid.) attributes this statement t• 

R. Judah. A different Talmudic seuroe (J.T.Nedarim 8:1) 

states that nesn is the dividing lin~ in time because 

meat •f the day has either t o 0 G111e or has already passed 

at this heur. 
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(160) R. Jese states that the dividi.ng time 

between oempleting and net cempleting a fast 

is 3:00 P.M., since Ahab tasted after 3 :00 P.M. 

{Kings I 21:29). Accerding te the Talmud 

(B ,T .Pesahim 107b ) and Derenbeurg (Easai p.254), 

kings used to dine at 3:00 P.M. It is assumed 

that the passage refers te Ahab's re1'uaal te 

eat dinner atter hearing his verdict tr~m Elijah. 

Thus, this late reselut1en not te eat , ceupled with 

the fact that n• food had been taken prier te 

3:~ P.M., was accepted by O.d as a fast, indi­

cating that 3:00 P.M. is not tee late te take a 

t&st upen enesself. Thererere, acc•rding t• R. 

Jose, a fast ceuld be drepped prier te 3:00 P.M. 

(16l j This h•liday ebservance invelves beth 

prayer and happy self-indulgence. All werk f•rbidden 

•n the sabbath is ferb1dden on a holiday save that 

which must be d•ne in preparing feod. The children 

are given presents and sweets, the women buy new 

elething and jewelry, and charity is given to the 

peor and the stranger (B.T.Pesahim 65b ff., B.T . 

Betzah 15b). 

(162) Accerding te Abaye and Raba, the Great Hallel 

must be said enly when the apetite is Aatistied and 

the Stomach tilled. (B.T,Ta'anit 25bu26a) 

(109) 



(163) Aooerding to the Tosephta (Ta'anl.t, end ef Chap. II), 

the Great Hallel is •nly Psalm 135. Dunner peints out 

that this was the ~nly Psalm sung 1n times •f great 

joy, such as are indicated 1n Chronicles II 20:21, 

EEra 3:11, Maccabees I 4:24. Accerding te Dunner, 

Paalms 113-117 were added te the Rallel during the 

Hasm.enean peried. We ale• have the traditien that 

Psalm 136 was known as the Great Hallel (J.T.Peaah.1.m 5:~). 

(110 ) 
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VJ1~ O~'D~ n~ I'~W1l 0'loJ~ nJWJ O'P1g iW?WJ ~ 
,n1'JV.r.J sC'1Yll1 n?'!fl::11 ,i11JOJ1 '}010:l ,n,,iwJ ,o,.,J C'O~ 

.a,,,g~~ a,,J, ,n,,ovo:i, 

At three perieda •f the year the priests 
(164) 

l • 

raise their hands 5• bless the 
(165) 

P••PlfU f•ur 
(166) 

the ••ming times 

6erv1,!,y, the 

during the day; at 
(167) 

/,ervicflj, the additienal 
(168) 

afterneon. /iervici/, and at the lecking et 
(169) _ 

the gates : en fpubliv fasttdars, en {the 
{170) (171) 

fast days •f J the Ma' amada , and en the 
(178) 

Day •f Atene!nent • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(164) '?he term \>.,~..:> _nk •e .J re.fers enly te the 

Pri~stly Bleos ing, and is net a term used indiacrim­

in&tely t• mean the lifting et ene•s hands. The 

ritual et the Priestly Blessing waa different when 

conducted in the Temple than when conducted eutaide 

tha T8l!lrle. In beth cas&s, the blessing (Numbers 

6:24-26) was reoi-ed in Hebrew (B.T. Setah 40a), and 

while standing, as, incidentally, were the blessings 

teund in Deuterenemy, Chap. 27 {B.T. Setah 38a, 

Sifre Nase 39, Nubers Rabbah 11:4). All priests bad 

te wash their hands befere ascending the Dukan 

{B.T. Setah 38a), and all priests in the cengregatien 

had t• participate 1n t he blessing, except these whe 

were diaqua11tied through rit u al impurity, mera.l 
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defects, er physical handicaps (B.T. Megillah 24b, 

B.T. Berahot 32b, Yad, Tefillah 15:1-6, Shulchan 

Aruch, Orach Hayyim 128:30-41). These priests wh• 

were '.1ltder the innuence of wine were als• disqual-

ified tr•m proneuncing the benediction (B.T. Ta'anit 26b). 

Priests wh• were not qualified t• bless the peepl e 

fer these reasQnS had to leave the cengregation 

before the blessing was pronounced, since enly thG 

Israelites, in eontrad1st1nct1en t• the priests , were 

to be blessed. 

Priests in the Temple raised their hands abovo 

their heads, whereas priests outside the Temple raised 

their hands enly t• shoulder level. The priests in the 

Temple proneunced the Tetragrannnaton >) I 11 1 , while 

eutside the Temple, the pronunc1at1•n 

used (B.T. Setah 38a, Numb.era Rabbah 11:4, Sifre Nase 39, 

Yad, Te.fillah 14:10) . The Priestly Blessing was recited 

daily b•th within the Temple and •utaide it. Hewever, 

in the Tample it was recited after the sacrifice •f the 

daily effering (Setah 7:6, Tamid 6:1~, 7:2, B.T. Meg11-

lah 18a), •h~reas eutside the Temple it was re~ited 

during the m•rning service, and on the Sabbath and 

helidaya at every service except 1ln.JN • 

The Dukan its elf was a three-stepped platform. 

li cubits high, placed on the step one cubit high which 

separated the court of Israel from the Ceurt •f Priests 

(116) 



(Midd~t 2:6) • During the part1•cipati•n •f the 

Levites in the Temple Servico, they steod en the 

Dukan (Arakin 1 :2, see also Kiddushin :i:5) 

(B .T. Megillah 3a). 

(165) Beth the Talmud (B.T. Ta'anit 26b} and 

Maim•nidea ( J) / •Je. fl,> en1
~ ) o•rrect the .reading 

of this Mishnah as f•llewe: 

~>)•~.::> _f1}c f'l<t_/_j 

, ,, Pl';) f'tl"'f';) 

(166) 'l'hls service ~•nsisted of the Shema and the 

Eighteen Benedictions, which were recited in the 

Temple during the marning sacrificial e:ffering. 

Traditi•n traces the origin of the Shacharit, •r 

merning1 ae~v1ce t$ Abraham (Genesis 22;3). 

(sed also ChapG II nete 66 pp. 53-56} 

(167) On Sabbaths, New Moons, New Year, Da7 of 

Atenement, and the three pilgrimmage festivals, 

additional sacrifices to the normal daily sacrifices 

were •rdained (Numbers, chapters 28-29). These 

were '3alled "the additional sacrifices" and were 

brought after the ~egular morning off ering (B.T. Yema 33a). 

The Musaf service was introduced as a replacement f•r 

these sacrifices (B.T. Berach~t 26b)~ 
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The liturgy c•nsisted ef the first three 

and the laet three of the Eighteen Benedictions, 

between ~hich was inserted a benedictien recounting 

the sacrifice •f the day (see Chap. II note 66 

pg. 56). The earlier Tanna1m state that the 

Muaaf' sh•uld be read only as pB.I"t of cemmunal 

prayer (B.T. Beraehot 30a, J.T.Berahet 4:6), and 

attach as much impGrtance to it as to the regular 

morning service (B.T. Berahot 30b , Shulchan Aruch 

Orach Hayyim 286:2). 

(168) The term ::;-it,J// is probably derived from 

Kings I 18:36, where it states: 

/c: ' rL))J / ,')' \,( 'U' J » n .. JIJi) fl I s"'fi ~ I))'' 

• t • 

The prayer is referred to in Dar1iel 6:10, and 

tradition ascribes its origin te Isaac, basing its 

authority en Genesis 24:63: 

••• riJT _))/JJr 1>1~~ />l~r pn!J' U'I 

(B.T.Berahot 26b) 

The time for the recitation of' the Uinaa. 

~rayer depends upon the type of Minha recited. The 

time fer the recitation of' the 

extends from 6½ hours of the day (12:30 P.M.) tG 

(11?) 



sunset (6:00 P.M.). ,)JGj> ;}{)_jJ/ •-.xtends- .- taparall!" 

fr•m 9-t hours of the day (3:30 P.M.) te sunset 

(B&ralwt 4ll, B.T. Berahot 26a). This division 

of time o•rrespends to the div1sien •f activities 

into the important and the unimpertant, and was 

made to insure that any undertaking would net extend 

int• the time fixed far prayer (Shabbat 1:2, B.T . 

Shabbat 9a). 

to-day 
Liturg1call:,/, the Uinha prayer c•nsists of 

Psalm 145, the Eighteen Benedictions (see Chap. II 

note 66 pp. 55-56), Taha.nun except en Fridays, and 

the ~lenu. On ~he Sabbath and on fast days, a 

portion •f the Pentateuch is read before the recita­

tion •f the Eighteen Benedictiens. 

{169} Our Mishnah is the earliPst eeurce mentioning 

the Neilah service, although it is again mentiened 

in the Talmud (B.T. Pesal",im 3a) as the seurce •fa 

cennict between Rab, and Samuel and R. Johanan. 

Tne former maintains that Neilah sh•uld be a separate 

and s pecial service, whereas the latter hold thnt it 

refers •nly t• the repetition •f the formula 

I.J" Tl [J;I/ / ..J fj...J/r >J/V 
.I 

, What are we? Whwt 

is our life? etc. 'l'he term Neilah is again a source 

of centroversy in the Palestinian Talmud, in that 

R. J•hanan holds that it refers to the cl•sing of the 

gates of the Temple, while ~ba h•lds that it refers te 

the clGsing of the Heavenly gates or prayer . 
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' .. Accerding t• Deuteh;lt' the Gpinien 

•f R. Jehanan is correct. In the Temple at 

jerusalem. the priests proneunoed the Priestly 

Blessing at every sacrificial service. On mere 

solemn •ceasione they pronounced the blessing a 

second time, befo~e cl•sing the Temple gates. 

This was dene on the Day of Atenement. After the 

destruoti~n •f the Temple, when the synagegue 

ritual was modeled strictly after the Temple 

ritual , the custom of pron•uncing a final bene­

diction at the end of the service was introduced. 

Rab demanded that a new erder of prayer• incor·· 

porating this benediction, be added te the feu.r 

•rders of prayer (Shaoharit, Musaf. Minch&, 

Ma'ariv) already in use for the helidays. Since 

Rab's epinion was a decisive factor in tee 

crystallization of the synagogue ritual, this 

custem prevailed (see Weiss, Dor Dor veDorshav 

Vol. III pg. 157). 

* In J .E. Neilah Vol. IX PP• 214- 215 

The earliest Ne1lah liturgy seemed 

tQ consist "f the t w• passages / -J"f) ,,I-/ I .Jf>.J/c. ,>,., 
and Q. 1 < -; F '(. 1 ....)/-.: _)) ~ ~ ,-1 j) ~ .fl ic • Other 

piyyutim were a~ded later. (B.T.Yoma 67b, J.T. 

Yema 7e, Maimonides Yad Teshuvah 2 :7, ibid. 

Tefillah 1:7- 8, 3:6, 14:1, Tur Orab Hayyim 624, 

Baer •s cemmentary on Siddur Avodat Yisroel 

Rldelheim 1868) 
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(170) The Hebre~ here etates enly "the Ma'amadet". 

Because •f the p•a1t1on of the werd between "public 

fasts" and "The Day •f At enement", b•th invelving 

fasts, Malter feels justified in translating the 

term _fl l'"iH'lN as "the fast-days of the Ma'amadet". 

He~ever, this is net necessarily the only translation. 

It is c•nceivallle that the priests of the towns 

inv•lved in the Ma'amadet f•r the week would recite 

the Priestly Blessing •n the days of ~hat week, 

without there being fast-days •f the Ma 1 amadet 

necessarily invelved. (Fer a d1scussien ef the 

fasts ef the Ma'amadot see Chap. II pp. 66-70, and 

Excursus 3) 

(171) Here the term "Ma 1 amadot" does not refer 

to those lay individuals who acted in that capacit~ 

in the Temple, but rather to the individuals 

living in the towns waich were represented 1n the 

Temple that week. 

(172 ) The Day of Atonement, which falls •n the 

tenth day of Tiehre , i s enjoined by Scripture as 

foll ows: (Numbers 29:7) 

(~i'- ~I /,ii .-,.5 ;) I y 1rl e.;) 
r- " 

>J.) Jc or/ - ct .) f' ::l 'JJ (>_ ~ - ' .J')J ( 

e_~/>c; 1 1 e '( rl I 

p_,')'...J Y/ p.)j 
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The werd1ng l.)1J)Q..~ .JI\, p J) 1-1\ f 

is taken to mean fasting, and a whole literatu~e 

has developed cencerning the laws dealing with 

the Day of Atonement; tractates in beth the Baby­

l onian and Palestinian Talmuds entitled "Yema", 

Tur Orab Hayyim H1lhet Yem Hakki pur1m ss. 149-160, 

Shulhan Aruch Oraoh Hayyim ss. 604-624, and many 

more. 
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,~,w~ 'lJ n~ ,iu ,o~lW ,~, ,n,1097:> lil l?N J 
J,,pm ,,o~n '""'l n,, ,~,J ~oo, 'lJiP n~ □il'?~ n,o~, 

1 l'i:t i:t1il1 :l,p cii:t ,w 11::1;p J!t'il ( ,:n) , 11 (j1v10::1 ,, 
il9J,~, O"iW>" C'l1~ii1 □ '~':Jl G,J U'Pllil ?1'Jl ,v , n,y, 

C'lilJ ?W C?W1i'J 1097:) il'il ,nm, iO'llr.l ?J ?9 .n,,~m 
1'li1J ,n,'nn iOU'mil 1nr ~"lil .(□ ')?~iW' ?W1 IJ'1~17T11L1J 

l'OJJno iolUOil ,n,~:w ,~,w,, ,c,w,,,, a,,,v~,,,,,, 

2. 
(174) 

Ma 'amad•t • 

.n'WNiJ nwmJ l'~,,p, ,lil',v: 

ill~T?1Wl □ '1?1 □ 'lil, T 
(173) 

This is /the order ef/ 
(175) 

Whereas it states /in 

the 

Scripture/: "C•mmand the children•~ Israel and 

say unto them, 

me ~y fire as My 

'My f~od-•ffering presented unt• 

sweet saver shall ye observe t• 
(176} 

effer ~,t3 Me in its due season J " ; and 
(177) 

a man 's burnt offering cannot be 
(178) 

whereas 

presented if he does not stand by it; therefore 
(179) 

~h~ early prophets instituted twenty-feur 
(180} (181) 

Mi shmarot • For es.oh Mishmar there was 
(182) 

a Ma 'am.ad of Priests and Levites and Israel(ites). 
(183) 

When the time came for the Misbmar t• ascend 

Lf• ,Terusale!!il, its Priests and its Levites* ascended 
(184) 

te Jerusalem, and the Isrs.elLi'te;U •f that M1shmar 

Ga~hered in their cities, and read of the pe~&eepe 
(185) 

•f CI'eation • 

* The Priests and the Levites in the Standard Bd1t1en 

(122) 



(173) Thia entire M~shnah is in the nature ef a 

parenthetical remark, exr;laining the origin ef the 

Ma'omad. The actual order of the service ef the 

Ma'alllad begins with the next Mishnah. 

(174) For a detailed discussien, see Excursus 3. 

(175) The translation is being rendered in legal 

terminology so that it is more easily understeod. 

(176) Numbers 28:2 

(177) Li~erally: And hew can a man's burnt effering, etc . 
(see B.T. Sotah Sa) 

(178) In Leviticus 1:4, we are teld that ene bringing 

a sacrifice to God must place his hands upen it as 

part •f the sacrificial ritu&.lr 
~J'?.J/ j)~1>» e,c.,., J""lr 19' 

./' J"r 
This practice was lolewn as ")).)'NO • If the pera•n 

was net present at the time ef his effering, then 

this ebligatiGn could net be fulfilled. Fer• nere 

detailed discussion ef the institutien of Somicha and 

the sacrificial cult, see Maimonides, Yad, Ma'ase 

Hakorbanet; B.T . Menachet 92a-93b, B.T. Zebachim 32b-

33a; B.T. Yema 35b, B.T. Gittin 28b; Philo, De V1c­

t1141s, section 4; Blhr, Symbolik vel. II pp.338 et.seq.; 

Duschak; Volz; Weiss ; ?rankel; Levi, and others. 
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(179) According to the Talmud (B.T. Ta'anit 27a), 

this 1•efers to David and Samuel, and is based upon 

Chronicles I 9:22. Traditien haa it that Meses 

established eight Misbmaret, four each from t he 

families of Eleazar and Ithamar, which Samuel and 

David increased to twenty- feur . However, we have 

a s•u~ce (J . T. Pesahim 4:1) which gives a reason 

for the establishment of the Mishmarot. The reason 

given was tG circumvent the re~uirement fo~ all the 

inhabitants of the land to appear in the Temple 

daily for the sacrifice of the Tamid offering. 

(180) Mishmar here does not refer t• the compositien 

of the group, as is evident from the text. It is 

used rather in a temporal sense, referring te the time 

of the Mishmar service for each group, that is, to 

the temporal structure o f the instituti&n. 

(181) The meaning of Mishmar here continues in its 

temporal reference, as outlined above (180) . 

(182) Ma 'amad here is used as a generic term, 

embracing the indiwiduals which are included in 

both the t erma Mis 'nnar and Ma I amad when they are 

used in their specific senses. 
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(183) Here Mishmar takes en the S8!!1e generic 

meaning as did Ha'amad in the immediately pre­

cseding sentance (see nete 182 abeve). 

(184) Mishmar continues in its generic usage. 

This passage ••uld seem te indicate that nene •f 

the Israelites went to Je~usalem t• se~ve in the 

Temple. However, the Tosephta clarifies thi s 

statement as fellows: (Tesephta Ta'anit 3:3) 

r8, .. Y /''ct, ,#~/V U>"' ~ e. S It 1e.,' ... 

1
' 7/,')/ f))'l~s r'OJ.::>..JJ/1 ?'S~n·S _f)/~,f 

, J>1 e Jn~ ,)Q..."'(;/ 

(185 ) Genesis .1 :1 - 2 : 3 
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,91JWJ C'O' 9J,~ 1'J57nn ,,~ 109'/:)il 'Wl~1) l 
11J:> 'l9o ,n::iw J19 T .,J>1nr., ,.,il ~,, • , ;1 □ 1' ,v, , J 0 ,,5 
;,9.,1,, ll1S11 :-ri1Jr.>o ,~, ~,w ,,:, ,n:n,~ in~:J ~1;,, .n::1w;, (. ,n,n,, ,n"JS1n1 

3. 
(186) (187) 

(And the men Gf the Ma'amad 

fasted four days du~ing the week, frem Menday 

threugh Thursday. And they did not fast Friday, 
(188) 

because Qf the henor due the Sabbath ~ Nor 

@id they fast7 on Sunday, lest they pass fr•m 
(189) 

rest and delight to weariness and fasting, and die .) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --
(186) This passage is found in our Standard Edition, 

but not in the Malter edition. Acc0rd1ng to Malter 

(Ta'anit, Amer. Acad. Jew. Res. pg. 125, nete te line 4), 

this section is net found in any of the nine manu­

scripts of the Mish.~ah, and appears fer the first 

time in the printed editiGns of the Mishnah. 

(187) As it stands, we ca.nnet determine in what sense 

the term Ma'amad is used here. Hewever, we have the 

following Beraitha quoted in the Talmud (B.T. Ta'anit 27b): 

f:;:/Mr ,~i,, lr rtr~J),V ?Nf /V 1e _JJ< /.J'J I IJ. .. h 

l'rle/'/ ../10..Jj,) ..P'Nl ro.J~.J yN"Y,J'I 'fl.JI</ jUlri }rip.fl'~ 
. .J>,;)e_~ J'JJ'..J'<JJ -Y~1/C 

Frem this we can determine that Ma'amad here refers 

to the la~ Israelites who remained at home and did 

nGt ga up to the Temple. 

(111) See Chap. I pg. 25 nete 37 
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(189) Accerding to R. J•hanan (B.T. Ta'anlt 27b), 

the men •f the Ma'am.ad did not fast on Sundays, lest 

by deing so they •ffend the Christians, by d~claring 

their heliday a Jewish fast day. Since R. J•hanan 

was an A.mora living 1n the third century C.E., this 

is an indication •f the rapid growth •f Christianity, 

and an early indication •fits effects upen Jewish 

ritual. 

(127) 

----



9,pr ~il ' ,'J~J :Y'P' 'i1' 1 n'W~IJ , 1,~1i1 □ 1 'J (', 1 )1 'il' , ' S7 ':J, :i sn,~r.i 'i1 '1 O'Oil ,,p, , ' 'l1'?'l1:l sO 'Oi1 ,,p,, 
, ,v;,q,:i : fl~il ~ , n, o 'r.>il , ~iv,, , ' wr.n J :o '?:>i1 111w,, n1~0 

• (9~:il ';,::>i 'f'i~i11] tl'O\t1il 1? :>" 1 fi~i1 ~ 111 

3 (cent•d.) On the 
(190) 

"In the beginning" 
{191) 

firmamaat " : On the 

firs t day, ,Lthey rea(/ 

fr,!7 '1Andl there 1'asaa 

secend /§.ay they read fro-m/ 
(192) 

"Let there be a firmament" /i,i/ "And the waters 
(193) 

gathered tegether" • On the third @ay they 
(194) 

r e ad fr•niJ "Let the waters gather tegether" 
(195) 

l.f,!] "And there were luminaries" • On the 
(196 ) 

f'eurth B.ay they read fr~ri/ "Let there be luminaries" 
(197) 

Lt!l "And the waters breught forth" • On the 

fifth /jfay they read trem/ "Le·c the waters bring 
(198) (199) 

forth'' fj.J "And the earth breght ferth" 

On the sixth [day they read freJJY "Let the earth 
(200) 

bring forth" Lt•J "And the heaven and the 
_ ~ {201) 

earth vrere finished, [!IDd all their host~ " • 

• 

- - - ------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(190) Genesis 1:1 (196) ibid. 1:14 

{191) ibid. 1:8 ( 197) ibid. 1:23 

(192) ibid. 1:6 (198) ibid. 1:20 

(193) ibid. 1:13 (199) ibid. 1:31 

(194) ibid. 1:9 (200 ) ibid. 1:24 

(195) ibid. 1:19 (201) ibid. 2 : 3 

(128 ) 



(202) 
5 (cent•d.) A leng pertion was read by 

(203) 
tw• /i,.eri/, and a shert LP~rti•n* was reaW by 

(204) (205) 
•ne /fa~, at the Shacharit and the Musaf' 

(206) (207) 
/jervi oe.A/. And at the Minhah /jervic!fl 

they entered Lfhe synagegue fer prayefl and recited - (~) 
,Lthe whole texg by heart, as they recite the Sh'ma • 

Friday firterneens at the time f•i/ Minhah they did 

n•t enter ,lthe synag•g1.1f!1' because •f the hon•r due 
(209) 

the Sabbath • 

* And the short pertien in the Standard Ed1ti•n 

(202) A porti•n of six er more verses , which could 

be divided int• tw• pert1ons of three •r m•re verses. 

One was required te r ead n• less than three scriptural 

verses at one time (Meg1l lah 4:4, B.T. Megillah 23a, 

B.T. Ta 's.nit 27b). 

(203) A portien centaining •nlY three, f~ur, •r 

five ~erses, which could net be divided. 

(204) See this chapter, note lc6, pg. 116. 

(129) 



-

(205) S6e this chapter, nGto )67 PP• 115- 117. 

(206) Thi~ statement is attributed in anether 

e•urce to R. Meir (Tesephta Ta'anit 3 :4) . 

(207) See this chapter, nete 168s pp. 117-118. 

(208) Deuteronomy 6 : 4. Originally, th.is was the 

entire extent ef the Sh1ma (B.T . Sukkah 4.2a, B.T. 

Berah•t 13b). Hewever, it was extended t• in-

clude Deuteronemy 6:4-9, 11:13-21, and Numbers 15:37-41. 

The fact that these additiens were extant even in 

Talmudic times can be infered fr•m the statement •f 

R. Judah b. Zabida, whe said that the A.moraim were 

conAidering the addit1en ef the chapter concerning 

Balak (Numbers 23:18-24) te the Sh'ma, but did net 

do so since they considered the Sh 'ma as already 

being teo long (B.T. Berahot 12b). 

(209) The peo¥le needed time to prepare f•r the 

Sabbath (see also Chap. I pg. 25 nete 37) . 

(130) 



, J l , ~ , 0 ~ S7 l Jip 

1J 1'~ ,o,~v tJiP 

;il?'S7lJ 1J l'~ ,9010 lJip 
ill 9 T?1 Wl ;'TilOJ 

; ,11 JOJ 1::1 l '~ t 9010 l JiP 
ill"T?H'1l il?'Vl::J 

ill 9 T?1Wl '~TV lJJ ~JlW 

4. Every day •n which Ilallel 
{210) 

(211) 
Lfs reciteM there is n• Ma 1 a.ma.d /jervici} 

(at) Shacharit. fi,very day •n which there is y 
(212) _ 

Musaf sacrifice there is n• ,{Ma•amad servic~ 
(213) 

at Minhah. /jvery day en which these 1i] 
(214} 

a. Weed-•ffering t here i s aefMa I amad aervicE 
(215) 

at Neila.h* these are the werd~ •f R. Alciba. 

Said Ben Azai unto him; Thus did R. Jeshua teach: 

(213)~very day on which there is y Mueaf sacrifice, 

there iR no ,LFa•amad servic~7 at Neilah. (213) 

/Jvery day on which there isJ a Wood-•ffering, there 

is ne m a'amad serviciJ at Minha.hiHi-. R. Akiba 

recensidered and taught according t• the words ef>HHt 

Ben Azai. 

* lwhen the-re 1a7' a :Musa.f sacrifice, there is nca 

bfa•amad servicy at Neila.h;.Lihen there is ,7 Weod­

off ering, th&re is no fMa •amad service] at Minhah 

in the StandarJ Edition. 

( 131) 



-
iH} Ohen there 1W a Musaf sacrifice, there 1& n• 

~d serv1cR7 at Minhah; ./irb.en there 1,»7 a WHd­

off ering, there is no /ia•amad servicel at Ne1lah 

in the Standard Edition. 

iHHl- taught arcerding te Ben Alli in the Standard Ed1t1en. 

(210) Se~ Chapter III, n•te 163, pg. 110. 

(211) See Excursus 3 . 

(212) The Musaf er add1t1•nal sacr ifice was brought 

•n the Sabbath, the New Moon, the three pilgrimmage 

festivals, the !few Year, and the Day of Atonement 

(Numbers, chapters 28 and 29) . 

(213) Malter indicates that a great confusien exists 

in the recensions ef this Mishnah, many manuscripts 

having ene reading, many havin~ its eppos i t e reading. 

The difficulty probabl y arese because of lapses •f 

memory on the part of the copyists, because •f the 

eas e with which the wording •f th:l.s Mishnah can be 

confused. There is no way of establishing an accurate 

t ext. 

(214) Ses this chapter, below; ala• Excursus 4. 

(215) See this chapter , note 169, PP• ll~-119. 

(132) 
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'lJ , t0'.l:J '11"1~J sil90Z, ~ii ,iJ'lil:Jil 'I9 tl:>T i1 

;wr.rt::i .m,il' t J ,,, 'JJ , nr.>nJ a,,eyJ .;,,,;,., t J :iii 
.J:::>1 l~ J1J1' 'lJ s1J i19J~J .:TI1i1' lJ W191~ 'lJ ,J~J 

•l'l:>'lJ lJ il~JC 'lJ ,,J ili~9~ 

s. The times [ior the bringing •O 
(216) 

the Woed-efferings et the priests and the 

p~•ple are nine L!n numbey: On the firat •f 
( 217) 

Nisan, the sens of Arach •f the tribe er Judah 

•n the twentieth •f Tammu.z, the sens •f David ~f 
( 218) 

the tribe ef Judah ; •n the fifth ef Ab, the 
(219) 

sons •f Paraah •f the tribe •f Judah ; en the 
(220) 

seventh thereer, the sens •f Jenadab b. Rechab 

en the tenth thereef, the sons •f Senaah •f the 
(221) 

tribe •f Benjamin • 

(216) According t• the ~almud (B.T. Ta'anit 28a), 

there was n• weod in the Temple upen the return •f 

the exiles .f'rGm Babylania, and the priests, Levites 

and peeple drew l•ts for the privaledge of bringing 

wood, and kept this priv,1e/ge f•r all times (see 

Iehemiah 10 : 35). Far a more complete discussien •f 

the W••d-•ff~ring, see Excursus4 . 

(217) Nehemiah 6:18, 7:10; Ezra 2:5 

(218) Malter assumes that this is a scribal errer. 

No such name is found i n either Nehemiah • r Ezra. 

Hewever, i n beth 

mentiened v,Ju' 
Nehemiah 

1~ ,1S 
(133) 

7 : 37 and Ezra 2:33 we find 

•.J;') , and Malter weuld 



emend the text •t •ur M1shnah te cerrespe~d t• 

this biblical reading. 

(219) Nehemiah 3:25, 7:8, 10:15; Ezra 2:3, 8:3, 10:25. 

(220) Jeremiah, Chapter 35. It is interesting te 

nete that, while the family naJne ef Rechab is missing 

entirely fr9m the beoka ot Ezra and Nehemiah, it 

plays an important part in the beek et Jeremiah. It 

weuld seam that this family disappeared trem the scene 

ot histery with the dest:ruct1on •f the Temple. 

(221) Nehemiah 7:38 Ezra 2:35 

(134) 
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D'li1:J Oi1T.)9'1 ;i1i1i1" lJ ~1.nT "JJ ,1J iv,y i1W1J ( •1 1) i1 
"9'S1P "l::11 ,"?9 'Jl1l 'lJ1 ,10:W i19t:)W "D ?:J1 pm 
o",WJ .mlil' t J :1~,o m~ "lJ ,,~ a,,wvJ .n,v11p 
w,v,~ "lJ , :1w ,nJ~J in~J .;n,;,, tJt,iv 'lJ ,, ,,~:1 
1::1,pi ,,n ,::1 il'i'W , , om ,::i il'il ~, nJ~J in~::i .iP Jw 

.c,iv t :1,p, '10 10 

5 (cent•d.) On the fifteenth t bareef, th• 
(222) 

aens ef Zatt u et the tribe et Judah , and 
(223) 

wi th them the prieeta and Levites 
(224 ) 

, and all 

whe were net sure ef their tribe , and these 

• ~• decei ved /J,y means ei} a peetle and dried 
( 225 ) 

figs # • On the twentieth thereef, the sens 
( 226) 

•f Pahat Meab er the tribe ef Judah On the 

twentieth ef El.lul, the sens er Adin ef the tribe 
( 227) 

af Judah • On the first ef Tebeth, t he sens 

Qf Paroeh r eturned fSo effer weof} a secend time . 

On the f irst ef Tebet th&re was ne Ma 1 amad /jer viciiJ, 

since ther e were Hall el, and the Musa!' sacrific e 
(2.?.8) 

and the Weod-effer ing 5°n that dai] • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
10:15 

(222 ) Nehemiah 7:3 Ezra 2 :8 , 10:27 

(223 ) Nehemiah 10 : 35 

( 224 ) Nehemi ah 7:61 ff. Ezr a 2 : 59 ff. 

(225) Aocerding te Malter, at one time the Remans 
,,;,I. ( ,...,c< 

(13£) 



f•rbade the bringing •f Fir3t Fruits t• the Temple. 

Tbereupen &Gme oeurageeus pe•ple cevered their First 

Fruits with dried figs and carried a pestle, a• 

that they ceuld deceive the ~man guards int• thinking 

that they were ge1ng tea fig-press t• make cakes . 

Upon reaching Jerusalem, they re-arranged their 

baskets and presented their First Fruits t• the 

Temple (B .T. Tt'anit 28a). Hewever, the T•sephta 

(Ta'anit 4:7) attributes the ab•ve persecuti•n to 

the Syrian Greeks, and n•t t• the R•mans. The 

Talmud {ibid.) als• tells of a decepti•n performed 

by the s•ns ef Salmai •f Netofah, who tied their 

woed f•r the Temple Woed-otte~ing inte the form 

of a ladder, and deceived the guards by stating 

that they were going deve-hunting. 

(226) Nehemiah 3;11, 7:11, 10:15 Ezra 2:6, 8:4, 10:30 

(227) Nehemiah 7:20, 10 :17 Ezra 2:15, 8:6 

(228) The Musaf sacrifice was sff ered and the 

Hallel said in honor of the New Moon of Tebet. 

(136) 
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rionJ ,~ i19JWJ 1J'n1J~ n~ ,n~ o,,J, i1m1 ) 
~t:>J1 ,n,n ,,il ,,::mwJ r,7.)nJ , ~ i19JWJ • J~J ;im,J i'm:J'l 1 

. im9i11 , ili1nil n~ 017.)1t:>01:Ht 9,w, , ,,:vil il9P::1i11 , i'Onil 
f"'1~? 10l:l' 1?W 1 l 'l11J~ 1:,s, if ll J~::l ilY'WnJ • ';,:,,;,:::, O?X 

'.,':Vil i1'Ji1nl1 ,,n,J iil'.:>?l1 ,il' lV7J1 ,ill1V7~iJ n'lil J"i11 

6. befell eur 
(230) 

ancesters en the seventeenth ef Tammuz 

(229) 
Five things 

(230) 
and five en the niath ef Ab • On the 

(231) 
seventeenth et Tanmuz the Tablets were breken 

(232) (233) 
the daily •ffering ceased , The City 

(234) 
breached , Apestemes burned the T•rah and set 

(235 ) (236) 
up an id•l in the Temple Hechal • On the 

ninth ef Ab it was decreed upen eur a.ncesters that 

, 

(237) (238) 
they sheuld not enter the land , and The Beuse 

(239) 
was destr•yed the first time and the aeeend 

(240) (241) 
time , and Betar wae vanquished , and The 

(233 ) (242) 
City was pleughed ever • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(229) That is, five calamities befell eur ancesters. 

(?.30) Beth e f these are fast days, and therefere are 

discussed in this tractate. 

(231) Acoerding tea Beraitha (B.T. Ta'anit 28b) 

Meses ascended Meunt Sinai en the seventh ef Sivan, 

and remained ferty days and forty nights (Exedus 24:18). 

Re br•ke the tablets immediately upon descending the 

mounta.i n {Exedus 32:19) , and the fortieth day after 

the seventh of Sivan is the seventeenth of Tammuz. 

(137) 



The obron•l•gy •f the giving er the Terah and 

the breaking or the tablets is feund ln B.T. 

Yema. ~b. 

(232) '!'he Talmud (ibid.) states that this i 11 

a traditien, and cannot be preved. In a discussien 

cence~ning the necessity ef singing the S•ng ef the 

Sanctuary ever 11bat1ene, we are t•ld that the 

daily •ffering ceased on the seventeenth •f TUIDlUz 

(B.T. Arahin 12a). 

(233) Jerusalem 

( 2M) The Talmud ( B . 'f., . Ta' an1 t 28b) quotes a 

Beraitha s t a ting that the walls •f Jerusalem 

we~e breached during the peri•d ef tha Secend 

Temple en this day. W& have another Talmudic 

source (B.T. Rosh Hashanah 18b) which states, 

during a discussion of fast-days brought up 

by reference to Zechariah 8:19, that the walls 

of Jerusalem were breached en the ninth •f 

Ta.mmuz during the period of the First Temple 

(see Jeremiah 52:6 4 7), but that the fast is 

observed fer both the First and Second Temple 

periods on the seventeenth of Tammuz. 

1 
~ 

(235) See above, note 232~ However, this may 

refer to the burning of a Tereh scroll by a 

(138) 



R•m&n seldier abeut the year 50 C. E. , which 

almeat led t• a r evelt (Josephus Antiqu~t iea 

Beek XX Ch ap. 5 section 4, ibid. 1h!!.:_ Book I I 

Chap. 12, sectiGn 2 ); or it may refer t o the 

martyrd•m ef Hanina b. Teradion, who was 

wrapped in a Terah scroll and burned ali ve 

(B,T, Ab•1~ Zarah 18a, Sitra Deuterenomy 307 ). 

I n this latter connect1•n, e. philoseph.er 

is mentioned as Hanina1 a slayer, and •ur rendering 

of 01 r11C o•~ Jc may be a cerruptien ef . ..,'>!~10, l, Q) • 

Also, the soldier in the termer case was named 

Stephanos, 0 I..J ti> C Ole , which may have been 

cer rupted te ou.11C OlrJ/c: • There are other 

der ivations fer the tel'!l1 

which are: 

1. 0-16TO Ji'.10 (to stuff up the m•uth). 

This alludes to the .Aramaic usage v'NlaJ k,€>)' 
(May his mouth be stuffed up with ea.rthl), 

applied in the Talmud to a man wh• speke beldly 

ot O.d (B.T. Baba Batbaa 16a). 

2. A cerruptien Gf ci.1>-o<,To)-0_5 ( ambase ad•r) , 

r eferring t o the envoy who desecrated the Temple, 

as reported i n Maccabees II 6 :1-2. 

3 . A c•rruptien of ~'ft-o 5Ti£', i ) 'i (apostate ) , -
and identified wi t h the Hi gh Priest Alcimus. 

(139 ) 



•• A Hebrew transliteratien er the Latin 

Faustinius, surname •t Julius Severus, •h• 

de1ecrated the Temple when he was sent by 

Hadrian t• put down the Bar Kochba rebellien. 

(236) For an excellent d1scuss1en •f the 

architectu.re •f the Temple in general and ttf 

the Hechal in particular, see Reneff, 2.!.!!!.! 

p:r•blems er synagegal archeolegy. 

(2:37) The land of Canaan. See Numbers, ohapter 14. 

(238) ~he Temple 

(239) By Nebuchadnezzar in 587 B.C.E. 

(240) By Titus in 70 C.E~ 

(241) Betar was the last atrengheld •f the Bar 

Kechba rebell1en. Bar K•chba was defeated here 

by Hadrian. The date, acoerding to the Talmud 

(B.T . Ta'anit 29a), is traditional. 

(242) According to the Talmud (ibid.) this t•• 

is a tradition not verifiable. 
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J~J ilYWn ?nW nJVl • iT1D'DJ J '091:)D J~ 0l:JJWO T 
, J!>D , ,,n,o 'U17:rl Ji ~OJ:>?, i!>O? l 'i10~ , il::>inJ n1';5 

T'''°"Jn 'lVl c,~ ?:J~, ~, J~J i19Vi'n Ji~ .nJVlil 1iJJ ,,n,~ ,~,,r.>1 JJ timw JJi .p, ilnw, ~,, ,,w::i ,:>~, ~, 
O'D:r1 i? 11 i il ~?i ,iltJZlil li'~:JJ J''T1D il11il' 'Ji .ill'D'' . . . 

{24:3) 
When &'he menth •iJ Ab 

begins, 6~11m1t rejoicing . During the week 
{244) 

in which the ninth •f Ab falls, it is 
(245) 

forbidden t • cut _Line's ha1V or to wash 
(246) 

Line's clethe~* , but •n Thursday it is permitted 

because •f the honer due the Sabbath. t]JiJ the day 

befere the ninth of Ab , one sheuld not eat t we 
(247) (248) (249) 

c•urses , n•r eat meat , nor drink wine • 
(250) 

Rabban Simeon b . Gamliel says: &ne sheu14? change 

L'.!iis usual manner • f daily livin.i7. R. Ju«ah made 
( 251) 

it obligatory to turn over the couches , but the 

sages did not agree with him. 

* One is forbidden from cutting and washing in the 

Standard Edition. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(24:3) See Appendix 3 

(244) See Excursus 5 

(245) See also Chap. II pg. 69, text . 

(246) See above, note 245. 
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(247) This applies • nly to the la&t meal taken 

before beginning the fas t (B . T. Ta'anit 30a). 

Hewever, we are told that R. Judah b. Bethyra ~1sited 

N1sibls en the eve of Yom Kippur, and ate his last 
entering U,Pon his period of 

meal before/fasting. However, up~n being p~rsuaded 

by the Exilarch to eat at his home, R. Judah ate 

a little of eighty courses and drank eighty geblets 

ef w1ne1 (Lamentatiens Rabbah 3:18) 

(248) Fresh meat is ferb1dden, but pickled meat 

may be eaten (B.T. Ta'anit 30a). Pickl ed meat is 

defined as meat which has been 1n a pickling s•lutien 

over 2 days ( B. T.. Sanhedrin 70a) • 

(249) Aged wine is forbidden, but new wine may be 

drunk.(B.T. Ta 1 anit 30a). New wine is defined as 

wine less than forty days old (B. T. Sanhedrin 70a) . 

(250) Thus, if ene used to eat in the presence •f 

ten people, he should eat in the company et five. 

If ene is used to eating one pound •f meat and 

drink ten logs •f' wine, he sbeuld eat ene•ha11' 

pound ef meat and drink only five l•gs of wine 

(B.T. T~' anit 30b). 

(251) As a sign ~f mourning. (See B.T . Gittin 35a, 

at the bett om of the page , for a reference to this 

practice ef turning e7er the couch of one wh• has 

been cursed, to avert the exaction •t the curse). 
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o,:i,o O'O' ,,n ~, s?~'?Ol lJ l i90w r~, ,n~ n 
-f.g,w,,, 'lJ lil:J'L' ,a,,,g::m a,,:,1 J~::l , w9 i1m'I=> ,~,w,7 

17:, (1J • ,, J ,~w ,r., n~ VJ' 'J? ~?11 , 1,,,~w l J? ,,:,:i l'~,, 
•0 ,r.>i:>::i n,,n, niNl1' c,_wi-:i~ n1J:11 .m,:ir:, O'l190 C??:Jil 

,11.,r'l,wl n,~,, c,wn, 1nJJ * 
a. Said R. SimeGn b. Gamliel: There 

were ne helidays in Israel /j.s jeyful ai] the 
(252) (253) 

fifteenth ef Ab and Yem Kippu.r , f•r •n 
these the sens* ef Jerusalem went terth in borrewed 

( 254) 
white garments, s• as nett• putt• shame he that 

had none. !An~ all •f these garments had t• be 
(255) 

immersed • And the daughters •f Jerusalem went 

ferth and danced in the vinyards. 

* The daughters af Jerusalem in the Standard Editien 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

(252) See Excursus 6 

(253) See Excursus 6 

(254) Ameng the priestly class and the nobility, 

there was a defin1t9 erder of borrowing. The 

daughter ef the King b•r1•owed frem the daughter •f 

the High Priest, who in turn berrewed frem the 

daughtex- ef the Segan, who in turn berrewed fr•m 

the daught6r •f the priest annointed as chaplain 

of the army, whe in t urn borrowed from t he daughter 

of an ordinary priest. All Israelites berrowed 

•ne frGm t he ether (B.T. Ta'anit 31a). 
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(255) The Talmud (ibid.) st&tes that even garments 

which had lain telded in a chest alee had to be 

1mmersed. Garments were immersed fer reasens ef 

ritual purity (see Leviticus 15:25 rr.). This 

stery is als• repeated in the Midra3h, where it 

states that the Wlmar:-ied men went to the vinyards 

and cheae wives there (Pesillta d"Xi.-eh-. Rabbat1 33). 
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i10 il~,, 1'l"9 Nl ~lU ;,,nJ *1111,01~ l'i1 1:11 ( 'e}n 
ipW) .iTl~WJ 1'l'V Jl1 ;'llJ 1'l'9 JM ';,~ •1? ,,1::1 :-U,N 

un" ,,o,~, .??ilm:i l.it'il 'il nNi' i'WN • ,~, 'il ,:lili tni1 
(."il'V797:> O'i9't!7~ i11??i1'1 ,i1'1' ,,go ii, 

ill~T?1 Wl 111101N 1'il i101 * 
8 (cent'd.) And thus* were they wont to say: 

Yeung man, lift up yeur eyes and see what yeu will 

ch•eae f•r yeurself. De n•t fix yeur eyes upon 
(256} ( 257) 

beauty ; fix yeur eyes upon family 

"( Charm is false and beauty is vanity. A • •man whe 
(258)" 

is God-fearing, she is to be praised • As it 

says /J.n Scriptury: "Give her the fruit •f her 
(259) 11 (260) 

hands, and he will p~aise her deeds in the gates ). 

* And what were they went t• say? in the Standard Editien 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

(256) According tG the Talmud (B.T. Ta'anit 31a), 

beautiful girls said: Fix yeur eyes on beaut~, fer a 

wmnan is made only fgr beauty. Girls fr•m distinguished 

families said: Give yeur ch•ice to family, for the 

purpose of woman is to raise a f amily. H•mely girls 

said: Make yGur purchase f or the sake •f Heaven, in 

order that you may be adorned with wealth. 

(257) Lineage . 

(258) Pr•verbs 31: 30 

( 259 ) Gates here refers to the market-place . 

(260) Preverbs 31:31 
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1,oJ l 1'73 n1JJ ill'~,, :·13,~ • :,0,~ tit1il fi:n ( • n )n 
"1:1? mr.>w o, ':11 , inlm o P J ir.,it 1'] ;nt,9'7 mo9:i--;:;55i 

·n,:1 t'lJ nr ,iJ? mnw 01'J1 ,;n,n 1no nr , ,n~m o,,~ 
.ll'O'J ~ilT.)J . illJ'W , VTP'Oil 

"lll"T71V'l t=>l * 
8 {cent•d.) And thus he would 1u,y: 110. rerth, 

Oh Daughters of Zi~n, and see King Selemon with the 

crctwn with which his mether crowned him en the day 

c,f his espousals, and en the day • f his gladness er 
(2611) 

heart." "on the day •f his espeusals": this 
( '261) 

refers to the giving of the T•rah 0 "And en 

the day ef his gladness of heart": this refers to 
(268) 

the building of the Temple , may it be rebuilt 
~261) 

quickly, and in eur day. 

- - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(261) Cantioles 3:11 

(262) The Pesibta d'A1cha Rabbati uses the same 

term as does eur Mishna. Hewever, 

Exedus R~bba 52:4 refers to the giving ef the ~•rah 
11 

as 1111na1 11 , as do N¢:>ers Rabba 2:22, Tanhuma •n 

Abare Met 6, and Song ef Songs Rabba 3. These sources 

alse respectively connect eur Mishnaic statement 

with the Tent ef Meeting (Numbers R. and Seng •f 

Sengs R.), whereas EAedus Rabba also connect this 

statement with the cr•~sing of the Red Sea, and the 

Tabernacle in the wilderness. Sitra on Shemini 15 

cennects this statement with the descent et the 
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DiTine Presence, the Shehinah. 

(263) Again, the Pesihta d 11,F.oha ·Rabbati uses 

the same term1n•l"gy as eur Mishaah. Exedus Rabba 

relates this phrase to the building ef Jeruse.lem, 

to the Tent •f Meeting and te ~he Temple. '.£'he 

TanhUl.,a en Ahare Met refers it to the Tent er Meet­

ing, whereas Seng -•t Sengs Rabbe ~efers the state­

ment to the werds ef the Terah, and te the cemetvy. 

Numbera Rabba refers this statement te the ~ent et 

Meeting and t11 the cemetery. Sitra en Shem1.n1 

identities this statement with the tire which came 

dewn frem Beaven and burned the •ffering •f Elijah. 

It we were t• tabulate the M1drashic references te 

this statement, we weuld have the fellewing table: 

Seurce Day •f Espeusals pay ef Gladne•• 

Pesihta Rabbati Giv~ ef Terah Building Temple 

Sitra Descent •f Shehinah Fir& from Heaven 

Tanhuma Sinai Tent •f Meeting 

Exedua Rabba Sinai Jerusalem 

Splitting Red Sea 

Tabornacle 

Numbers Rabba 2:22 Sinai 

12 :10 Sinai 

Tent •f Meeting 

Sinai 

Tent •f Meeting 

(147) 

Tent •f Meeting 

Temple 

Tent of Meel; ing 

Giving •f T•rah 

Cemetery 

Words •f T•rah 

Cemetery 



(26•) Seder Olam Rabba Chap. 15. This ie net an 

integral pertien of the Mishna, and deea net deal 

with fasts at all. It is an addition to the Mi3hna 

directed teward giving this Mishna, dealing with 

calami teus eccurrences, a happy ending. The Amc,raim 

did not rec•gnize the nature •f this additien, and 

theref ere had difficulties attempting t• fit this 

statement into the general scheme er the Tractate, 

and finding its erigins (see B.T. Ta'an1t 30b• 3la). 

Cempare this statement with ethers like it in the 

Gemara to this Tractate (cf. R. Nahman's statement 

in B.T . Ta'anit 15a, also the hem.ily of R. Helbe 

ibid . :3la) • 
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It ia •bvious, f'rern even a curaery 

reading •f Scripture, that the ec•~•my et the 

land •f Palestine, 1n Bibl ical times, centered 

ar•und agriculture. 'L'his n•t •nly app'.i. i es to the 

ecenomy • f the land during the pe~iods ln which 

the Israelites and later Judeans occupied the 

land , but alse bef•re and af'ter these periods et 

•ecupation by the Hebrews, Israelites and Judeans . 

'Ne are teld that, 1'r•m the peri•d et Oreatian, man 

was placed i .n the Garden •f Eden to tend it, t• dress 

it and keep it (Genesis 2:15) . We are alee given 

the descripti•n of the m.illenium 1n agricultural 

terms, aild nati~ns will devete their entire millenial 

lives to agricultural pursuits (Isaiah 2:•, Jeremiah 

31:11, Hosea 14:7, Amos 9:13, Micah •:4, Malachi 3:11, 

Psalms 81 :17). Up•n being diMdssed trem the 

Garden of Eden, Adam was sent forth t• till the 

seil (Genesis 3:23, Psalms 104:14) , and this eccu­

patien has been the predominant ene 1~ the land 

•f Palestine since that legendary time~ 

The Patriarchs were engaged 1n pastoral 

•ccupations eriginally (Genesis 13:7, 30• 29-43 , 37:12, 

Deuterenemy 26:5), but ala• planted and harvested 

(Geneaia 26:12, 27:6-7). Although the Patriarchs 

entered Egypt as shepherds (Genesis 47:3), and altheugh 

this 9oeupation was retained b7 the tribes•! Reuben, 
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Gad, and halt-tribe er lhmaaaeh (Numbers 32:1) and 

by the tribes in the highlands •f Western Palestine 

{Samuel I 25:2), neve~thelesa the blessings •f the 

Patriarchs were couched in agricul. tural terms a.a 

well as these et animal husbandry (Genesis 8:22, 

27:28, DeuterGnomy 33:1~, 16, 28). 

Th• cencept er Ged as the beunti1"u.l 

giver , and as the 0.d or justice, is beund ap in 

the agricultural life Gf the peepl.e (Exedua 23:25, 

Leviticus 26:3-6, 10 , 20, 26, Deuterenemy 8:7-10, 

28:3-5, 12). The land er Canaan was entirely 

dependent upon rainfall, given by Ged as a reward 

t•r the faithfulness e f Israel (Driver, Cemmentarz 

•n Deuterenemz, pp .129 et seq.). The Sabbath 

(Exedua 34:21) and the tr.ree pilgril'llm.age festivals 

(Exedus 23:14-16) had agricultural implicatiena. 

Th~ system et providing for the poor was an 

agricultural system (Leviticus 19 :9-10, Deuter-

•n•my 24:19-21), and the agricultural li~e er 

the cemmunity was ala• guided by the laws ef the 

Sabbatical (Rxedus 23:11) and Jubillee (Leviticus 25:8) 

yea.rs . 

After the cenquest of Canaan, the Israel• 

i tea learned the practice of agriculture fr•m the 

Canaanites. 'l'b.1s caused many a lapse into the id•l­

atreus Car..aanite practices asseciated with the agri-
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cultural cycle e f t he year, and the great oentest 

between Baal and YHWH during the per1ed or the 

early prephets was that wt d3termin1ng which ene 

previded ter the agricultural su~cess •f the land. 

Hesea complains t hat Israel did nQt lmow that it 

was Ged and net Baal who gave c•rn and wine and 

oil (H•sea 2 :10), and prephesied that, enly when 

Baal is t•rgetten weuld agricultural blessings 

be unmixed with l•ss ,md suffering (ibid. 2:18). 

Nevertheless, even during the period •f the conquest , 

leaders were called away fr•m the plew t• guide 

the destinies of the peeple (Judges 6:11, 

Kings I 19:19, Samuel I 11:5). Despite the insistence 

•f the prophets and agricultural-political leaders 

•f the peeple, Baal remained the cemmon name 

for the fruetify~i.ng raina d•wn t• Mishn.aic times 

(see Shebi 'it 2:S), and a field watered by ra.in 

was still called Bet Baal~ 

The people •f the land engaged in 

other ecoupatiens ~swell. A f•undry is mentiened 

in the Bible (Judges 17:•) , but we are t•ld that, 

during this peried, the Israelites were ferbidden 

by their Philistine conquerors t• have smithies, 

lest they manufacture weap•ns (Samuel I 13:19-22). 

After the conquest of the Philistines, the Israelites 

learned the art of smithing, and during the reign of 

Solomon engaged extensively in trade (Kings I 10:28ff.) 

and i n sh!pping and sailing, with a helping hand 
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extended by Hiram •f Tyre (Kings I 9:26-28, 10:llt. ). 

Recentl y evidence has been uncovered that the mining 

and refining •t o•pper alee wno practiced during 

this periGd (see Glueck, 1n AA.SOR xv pp.48• 53). 

The grewth and suoo&ss of th agricul­

tural purauita in the land are woll attested t• 1n 

Scripture. Selemen s~nt Hiram et Tyre 40,000 k$r 

(440,000 bushels ) et wheat and barley., and 40,000 

bathe (340;000 gallons) et •11 annually (Chreniclea 

I 2:9). Judah ale• traded with Tyre, •ending them 

wheat, h•n~~, •11 and ba.l.Jn (Ezekiel 2?:17). 

Atter the destructi•n et the First 

Temple, and du.ring the Babylenian Exile, the P••Ple 

did net l•se their lcve • f the se1l . They leoked 

forward te the re-establishment •tan agricultural 

life in Judah (Jere11liah 32:15). 'l'he pe•ple wh• 

were lett in Judah became peacetul tillers of the 

seil (Jeremiah 29:5, Kings II 25:12), while ever,­

prephetic viai•n •f the future pr•m1sed a li~n of 

agricultural prosperity (Amos 9:13 et seq., 

Isaiah 35:1, Ezekiel 34 : 26 et seq. ). Arter the 

return trem the Exile, agricultural pursuits again 

became the primary c•ncer n •f the peeple, and the 

preductien •f wine and fruit was s• geod that the 

Tyrians set up markets in Jerusalem t• expleit this 

preduction (Nehemiah 13:15). 

(156) 



'l'hla prirltary conce~n ·nth the life 

•f the a•il centinued threugh the M1sbna1c and R•man 

peri~ds . The authers •f ~he Apecryphal S.•ks 

c•nscieualy inculcated a leve fer agriculture 

(Sirach 7:15, Life •t Adam and Eve 22, Testament 

•f Issaohar 3:5), as did the authers •f the Midrash 

(Ex~dus Rabbah 39). We find a descript1•n of 

the fertility et the land 1n the Letter •f Aristeas 

(sections 107-114), and in Josephus (Against Apius 

Beek I 12:22, Jewish Wars Beek II 3;2-4). Phil• 

states that the Hasidim deveted QJ.l their attenti•na 
0/.I 

t• agriculture ( On The Virtu,-s .r Being Free, 12). 

We must not tall into the error •t 

thinking that the entire economy •f the land was 

the cul.tivatic,n of tht', land. As we have seen, there 

were ether occupations even duri ng the bi blical 

period: sailing, trade, mining, smithing, f•undrr 

werk, etc. During the Misbna1c peried, toe, there 

were eth&r terms ef econ•m.1~ pursuit. The Mishneh 

mentiens the f•llowing 11st of occupations specifically: 

1. Operating an oli ve-press (Baba Batra 1:6) 

2. Keeper of bath- heuse ( ibid. idem. ) 

3 . Baker (ibid. 2:3) 

•• Dyer { same) 

5. \Yharehouseman (same) 

6. Keeper •f wineoellar (same) 
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7. Maker •f utensils (same) 

a. Miller (same) 

9. Tanning (ibid. 2 :9) 

10. Crartaman (ibid. 3:3) 

11 • .Experter (1b1d. 5 :1) 

12. Sh•pkeeper (ibid. 5:9) 

13. Real estate breker (ibid. 7 :l) 

14. Pisher (same) 

I t is interesting to nete that, ef this 

11st, eight eccupatiens are directly cennected with 

agriculture, twe with animal husbandry, and two find 

their markets fer preductien in these areas. Altheugh 

this is by n• means an exhaustive list •f the • ~oupa­

tions which prebably existed eutside the field et 

agriculture, it is significant that the entir~ econ­

omic structure is dependent up•n agricultural pursuits. 

In the light of these tacts, it can be 

seen that the coming of rain in it~ due season was •f 

the utinost ec~nemic necessity. This io all the mere 

true since the average rainfall for the entire land 

is •tly twenty inches per year. Although this figure 

is a modern Gne, there is reasonable c~rtainty that 

the rain£all in anci~nt times was net considerably 

greater. Evidence of this can be found in the great 

stress placed upon the con■ervation •f water 1n ancient 

times, evidenced to-day oy the numereus cisterns and 
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t e:-ra ced t1.elde discevered b~r archeelogists ( s ee 

Glueck, The River Jordan,~' Other Side •f t he Jerdan , 

aurre"s, What Me an These Sto1:!!!1) . Moreever, the 

ameunt er rainfall d1m1n1she:s as ene travels frem 

West t• East a.rid North to Se111 th. Whereas the nerthern 

ceas t averages twenty-two 1n,ches, the n•rt hern 

central reg1•n averages eighteen inche8 and t he 

n~rthern inland region averages ten inches •f rainfall 

per year. Likewise, the southern coast aver ages •nly 

fourteen inches, the southern central reg1•n averages 

ten 1nohes, and the seuthern inland region averages 

only rour inches per year. This everall picture •f 

the raintall •f the land 1nd.1cates graphically that 

evon the norm.al seasc,nal rainfall is insufficient to 

suppert an adequate agricult.ural life. It is •b'~ious 

that a great deal •f h•ard1ntg •f water and irrigati•n 

•f f i e l d s was necessary t• 1.nsure adequate creps. It 

1s amazing that such great p roductivity as is testified 

t o in biblical and extra-biblical sources was ever 

accompl i shod. In th" light •f all t hese faoters, then, 

we can begin to realize t he t remendeus importance of 

r ai n f all t• the econ omy of 1;he l and. 
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EXCURSUS T"*O 

THE ORDER OF PASTING AND PRAYER ON THE OCCASION 1QE 

DKCREED PUBLIC FASTS 



It 1a interesting te n•te the reasena 

g1 ven in •ur traetate ter the declaratien er a 

ptiblic tast. The interest lies net enly in the 

raas•n• given, but ala• in the erder they are 

presented. The ~eaaens in their erder •f pre­

sentati•n ue as tellews: 

1. F~Uure et rain to ceme in aeas•n 

2. Ohange 1n appearance •f crepe 

3. Dreught (due te delay ef 40 days 

between first and aecend rainfalls) 

4. Insufficient rainfall 

5. Differential er partial rainfall 

6. Pestillance •r cellaps1ng er heusea 

7. Orep blasting •r disease 

a. Leeust er caterpillar 

9. Wild beasts 

10. Armies passing threugh the land 

1:4 

2 :1 

3:1 

3:2 

3:3 

3:4 

3:5 

3:5 

3:5 

3:5 

11. City surreunded by hostile Gentiles 

12. Ship teundering at sea 

3:7 

3:7 

13. Any oalam.ity which •ccurs 3:8 

It is apparent that the presentati•n •f 

the •ocurrences requiring tha pran•uncement •fa 

public rast tell•• a g~neral erder. First is men­

tiened apeoif1cally t he lack of rain, and t his is 
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t•llew3d by three m•re re~s•ns based uPon the 

eoourrence •r n•n-•ccurrenoe •t rainfall, inter­

rupted by a mention •f the appearance ef the creps. 

Fell•wing these, we have two reasons referring te 

pGssible crep failure, separated from the first 

reas•ns by a mention of pestilence er the falling 

in •f houses. These in turn are fell•wed by 

apeoific reasons referring to danger to man, and 

the list is concluded by a general reference t• 

any calamiteus happening. 

We can••• deduce tour general oategeries 

ef reasons fQr decreeing public fasts: 

1. Interruption Gf natural cycle •f rainfall. 

2. Apparent danger to creps. 

3. Apparent danger to man. 

4. Generally, any calamity nf>t specifically 

listed in the above. 

There are only twe deviati~ns from this ~~der 

in our tractate. The first is the secend mentiened in 

•ur 1 ~. st, and the second i s the sixth mentioned therein. 

Since the remainder of the list fellows the general 

categories &utlined above, ~e may assume that t he re­

dact Gr of the Mishnah, having more than •ne c•py •f 

the Mishnah before him, included these in their present 

pesitien. At least, we can assume from this evidence 
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that mere than •ne redaction of the Misb..~ah was 

extant befGre it was codified in the form we have it. 

If we were to change the position ef these 

twg de'da.ti•ns frem the general rule we have postulated, 

then we wwld have a most logical development fr•m the 

particular to the goneral in these reasens . Ir the 

erder w@re te be changed as follows: 

1. a, 4, s , 2, 7, a, 9 , 10 , 6, 11, 12, 13, 

we weu.ld have, in erder, f9ur reasens baaed •n the 

1nter:rupt1&n of the natural cycle ef rainfall; t hree 

reas~ns based upen the apparent danger ts crops; 

five reasens baaed upen the apparent danger t• man, 

and ene general categery. Such a change would i n n• 

way effect the integral order •f the tractate, and 

would add t• the •rderliness •f the Miabnah. 

THE ORDER OF FASTING AND PRAYER 

The c~mplete erder ef fasting thirteen f asts 

applies only te tasting fer r ainfall . Fasting fer all 

other reasons fellews the laws •f fas ting applicable to 

the fir s t three of these fast-days for rainfall. We 

are net concerned here with the fasting of i ndividuals. 

If rain has n•t fallen by the first of 

Kislev, the court decrees three fast days upon the 

community. The fast days are Menday, Thursday and 
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Monday, and n• fast begins •n Thursday, since this 

i s market day, and a fa~t begun then weuld disturb 

the prices in t he market-place. This 1s the lsast 

stringent •f the fasts, since all nermal life may 

continue, ,,xoept that •f eating and drinking. Atter 

each day •f the fast, the prayer 

is said during the Amidah, where tt i s inserted after 

the prayer IJllr 'tAlt (See B.T . Ta 1 anit llb, 

Ma!m•nide~ Yadt Hilhat Ta'aniot 1:11, Shulhan Aruch 

562:6, 565:1) : 

'.::> ? I.J·J\ '-J~.11 ~Jj P l1rl f-.i ..JT '1) .i--'-•'6 
1ft1 .. .h _)'6'I !.J'5"~") \, ,~,_I')·-£, ,I..JIL Jlc >1~/~c' {>)j _~ 

;., I 1,, j ~..J -.;1' f> , t .J .J) J /)..h/11 f> ~" Jl .. h fl/ /JN/t/ . f'.Ji-J 

i"w' k) f-.1 n C . IJ ,,~J y f" M le J ';)' . IJ.Jl 'I <l. r 
,;)J't/c '.J k/ ii<- Tf 1 P'> C j)';)/ : ri,vlt,..J <t. ?;)?':> ,1...J-IT 

\f-;) 11.11ir •:, .~v'lk '.J/d p•·)a 'fN p;1 ?'"' 
v,J . nT ~;,~ f.J,.,; ))1J~ • v,.$ J>-Y~ 'il.Jl"'r-,) 

. ·,) ;11 J' 

Answer us, O Lord, answer us en this day 

er the fast of eur humiliation, fer we are 

in great trouble. Turn not to our wicked­

ness ; conceal not Thy face from us, and 

bide not Thyself from our supplication. 

Be near, we beseech Thee, unt• our cry; 

let Thy lovingkindness be a comfort to us; 
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even betere we call unto Thee answer us, 

as it is said: "And it shall ceme to pass 

tha.t, befere they call, I will answer; while 

they are yet speaking, I will hear". 

(Isaiah 65:24) For Thou, 0 Lerd, art He 

whe answereth in til!1e of tr8uhle, whe 

del1vereth and rescueth in all times ef 

tr9uble and stresso 

It the3e taste were not effective, three mere 

fasts wsre decreed. These fellowed the first cenourrently, 

since there was no danger •f disturbing the market 

prices, as it ••uld be generally kn•wn that t he fast 

•~uld be decreed. The peeple were f•rbidden food and 

drink, washing and annointing themselves, the wearing 

of shees and it:dulgence in sexual intercourse. The 

prayer Anenu was recited after each fast-day. The 

bath-heuses were als• locked during these fast days 

(see Chap. I pg.23 note 33) . 

There was n• difference in observing the 

first two fasts betweep their observance in the land 

in general and their observance in Jerusalem and its 

environs . H~wever, the ritual during the last seven 

fast-days was mere elaborate than that during the 

first si&, and the ritual di ffered, dependent upon 

residence in Jerusalem and its environs •r residence 

in •ther parts of t he country. 
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During the last seven days gf the fast, 

the bex centaining the Torah was taken tg the 

epen PlRce of t he town, and ashes were heaped 

up~n it, as well as upen the heads of the Nasi 

and Ab Bet Din, a s a s ign of mourning. The meat 

important Elder of the community then admonishes 

the people, using a formula centaining quota~iGns 

f rom Jonah and Joel (see Chap. II, pg. 36). 

The precent~r includes six additional blessings 

in the Eighteen Benedictions; viz. I Kings 8:37, 

Jeremiah. 14:1, Psalms 120, Ps alms 121, Psalms 130, 

and Psalms 102. These passages, net of themselves 

in the form er benediot1ens (s&e Chap . II pg. 52 

note 66) , were converted into benedictions by 

appending to them apprepriate formalistic sentances 

~see Chap. II PPe57 - 62). 

The precedure in the Temple and its vicinity 

was slightly different. In the procedure eutl1ned 

above, which was fol lowed in the rest of the country, 

each biblical pas sage was converted into a benediction, 

by adding the proper · phraseology at t he end of each. 

In t he T~mple and its envir0ns, all these passages 

were repeated in the order given above, withGut inter­

spersing the c~nverti ng phrases. After the passages 

were cempleted, all of the phrases mentioned in t he 

Mishnah were read at the end, and between each phrase 
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the Sh~far was blown, alternating the blast of 

the 1eldah and the blast of the T 1rue.h, in that 

orde:;:-. 

T'ne prayer Anet.a is not mentloned with 

~egard to the last seven days of fasting, but it 

is logical to assume that it was recited. 

The same activities which were forbidden 

on the secend three fast days are also forbidden 

on the last seven fast days. Added to this, the 

stores of the market- place were locked, except 

on Thursdays , to provide for Sabbath purchasing. 

They were also partially open on Mondays . 

The order of fasting for the priestly class 

was different from that of the people in general . 

The priests • n duty in the Temple , t he Mishmar , wor~ 

divided into two groups . The priests of the Bet 

Ab , who were on duty for the specific day i n question, 

and the other priests of the Mishmar , who were on 

stand-by duty. During the first three fast days , 

neither group fasted. During the second three fast 

days, the priests of the Bet Ab did not fast, while 

the other priests fasted a portion of the day, but 

not the complete day. During the last seven fast 

days , the priests of the Bet Ab fasted part of the 

day, whereas the other priests fasted the complete 

day. (See Chap. II pg. 68, text and note 94. ) 
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At the present time, there are five days 

which are considered public fas t -d~ys. They are 

the third of Tishre, t he tenth of Tabet, the 

seventeenth of Tammuz, the ninth of Ab, and the 

t.b.irteenth of Adar. On the third of Tishre, 

Oedaliah, the governor of the remnant of Judah 

after the destruction by Nebuchadnezzar, was 

slain. On the tenth of T~bet, Nebuchadnezzar 

besieged Jerusalem. The five calamities which 

befell the Jews on the seventeenth of Taramuz 

and on the ninth of Ab have been enumerated in 

l!lur Mishnah. The thirtesnth of Adar is called 

the Fast of Esther. (Shulhan Aruch Orach Hayyim 

549:1) The f ast of the ninth of Ab differs from 

the others in that the laws of fasting on this 

day a.re the same as the laws enumerated in our 

M!shnah governing the second three days of the 

fast, whereas t he ether fast days are governed 

by the laws of t he first three days of the fast 

( i bid, aection 550 ). 

Fasts may be declared for the community 

because of any calami~ous occurrence (ibid. 576:l) . 

If the calamity is ef such a nature that tasting 

for its cessation would endanger the safety of 
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the cemmunity, the fast ~•Y be put•~ until 

th~ calamity has been averted, and it will be 

censidered as if the fasting had taken plac• 

at the prepar time (ibid. 571:3). 'lbis la~ is 

based upen t he interpretation •f Daniel 10:12. 
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EXCURSUS THREE 

THE MISHMAR AND THE MA'AMAD 



r 
It baa been sh•wn that a. great deal. •f 

c•n!'u.sien exists in the use 1tf the terms Mlahlnar 

and Ma'am.ad in our source (see Chap. IY pp. 122-126). 

The terms have been used interchangeably t• refer 

to either the priests and Levites, or the repre­

sentatives •f the people at the Tf5mJ>le; to refer 

te the time •f the service of these sroups , 8.Jld 

to refer te tll groups generally. A clarificatien 

•f the terms is necessary. 

MISHMAR 

The word i N~N is a noun termed from 

the verbal ro~t i/'lt . It is interesting t• n•t• 

the usage of this reot in its various ferm.s in the 

Bible. since by this means we may derive the method 

by which it came te be used as a n9Wl in its senee 

•f priestly and Levitical group. 

GENERALLY, TO KEEP AN OBLIGATION 

Genesis 26:5 , Exodus 16:23, ibid. 16:32-34 

TO GUARD, IN TEE SENSE OF WATCHMAN 

Exedus 14:24, I Samuel 11:11, Isaiah 21:8, Jeremiah 51:12, 

Habaklcu.k 2 :1, Nehemiah 4 : 3, 4:16- :i.7 , 7 : 3 

TO GUARD A PERSON OR OBJECT: i.e. IN PRISON, ETC. 

Genesis 40:4, 42:17, Exodus 12:6, Leviticus 24: 12, 
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NUD\bers 15:3~, 17:25, 19:9, I Samuel 9:24, 17:22, 

II Samuel 15:16, 16:21, 20:3, Ecclesiastes 12:3, 

Nehemiah 12:25, 13:22, I Chronicles 9:19, 9:23, 

II Chronicles 34:9. 

TO REMAIN ANGRY 

.A?llH 1 :11 

TO BE C.&REFUL 

Ezekiel 38 : 7 

TO KEEP AN OATH 

Deuteron~y 7 : 8 , I Cbroniclas 12:30 

TO KEEP 00D 1S COMMANDMENT 

Leviticus 18:30, 22:9, NUJ!!bers 9:19 , 9:23, 

Deuter•n•my 4:6, 11 :1, Joshua 22: 3, I Kings 2:3, 

II Kings 11 : 5- '7, Zechnrla.h 3 : 7 , Malachi 3 :14, 

I Chronicles 10:13 

TO PERFORM GOD'S SERVICE 

Ex•dus 12: 25, Leviticus 8:35 , Ezekiel 4~:16, 48:11, 

II Chronicl es 13:11, 23:6 

TO BE RESPONSIBLE FO~ Ti-IE ARK, TABERNACLE OR TEMPLE 

NUmbers 1:53, 3 :7-8, 25 , 28, 31- 32, 36, 38 

ibid. 4:27-28, 31-32, 8:26, 18:3• 5, 31 :30 , 47 

I Samuel 7:1, II Kings 12:10 , Ezekiel 40:45-46, 

44 :8, 14-16, Nehe~iah 12:9, 24, 45 , 13:14, 30, 
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I Cbrenicles 9:27, 23:32, 26:12, 16. 

TO GUARD THE PRIESTHOOD 

Numbers 3 :10, 18: 7 

TO TAKE CHARGE OF THE OFFERINGS 

Numbers 18:8 

MISHMAR AS AN OFFICE 

Nehemiah 13:30, I Chronicles 26 :16, 26 :12, 

II Chronicles 7 : 6, 8 : 14, 31:16- 17, 35 : 2 . 

From t h is analysis of the use of t he reot 

from which Mishmar is derived , it i s eas i ly seen 

that, in the Bibl e, the usage points t o a der ivation 

for Mishmar from terms indicat i ng watchfulnes s and 

responsibility gene1•ally. Although there are 

e&rly biblical indications that the term wao used 

largely with rAferenc~ to the T~~ple service, there 

is no actual mention of Misbmar as the title of a 

priestly and levitical group until late in the 

biblical period. 

Talmudic tradition indicates that the first 

Misblnarot were set up by Moses , and these were increased 

by both Samuel and David until the number of them was 

twenty- f our (B.T.Ta1 an1t 87a) . Another Talmudic 
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source (J.T, Ta1 0J"'.it 4, fol.68) , supported 

by t he Tosephta Ta'anit 2 , and partly also 

by B.T . Arahi n 12b, gives us a picture of 

the re-est ablishment o f the Mish."'11.ar upon the 

r etur n of the exil es f ~om Babyl onia: 

"Four Misbmarot came hack from the 

l.xil e; Jed a1ah, Har i m, Pashur and 

Immer •• • Then the propheta t hat were 

among t hem arose and made twenty- four 

l ots and p~t them i nto an urn. And 

Jeda1ah cQ?De and drew r ive lots which, 

including himself, would make six. 

And Hari m cal11e and drew fivo lots which, 

including himself, would make six. And 

Pashur came and drew five lots which, 

lncluding himsel f , woul d make six. And 

I mmer can:e and drew five lots, which 

i ncluding h imself, would make six. 

And t h e head s of the Mishmarot were 

ar ,,ointed , and t h e Mtshmarot wer e divided 

into hou s es (bate abot ) . And ther e were 

Mi shmarot consisting • f f i ve, s ix, s even , 

eight or nine houses . In R course consisting 

• f five houses , three of them had to serve 

one day each, while the remaining two had 

t• serve two days each. In a Mi ~bmar c• n ­

s1st1ng of six houses, five of them had 

to ser ve on~ day each, while •ne had t e 
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serve two days; where it consisted &f 

seven, each aerved one day; of eight, 

six serv~d one day eaoh and twe served 

simultaneously t he remaining day; ef 

nine, ftve served one day ea.ch and 

four served simultaneously during 

two days. 11 

Beth Ezra (2:36-39) and Nehemiah {?:39-42) 

mentien the return •f these four families frem 

the Exile. We know frem Josephus (Antiqutties 

VII 14: 7) that the twenty- four Mishmiu-•t still 

existed in his days. We also meet the names· •f 

the various Mishmarot in literature •f and after 

the Maccabeean period (Joiarib in I Maccabees 2:1, 

Ab1a in Luke 1 :6, J~iarib and Jedaiah in Baba 

Kannna 9:12, Bilga in Sukka 5:8). 

Each ef the twenty- four main divisions, 

called Mishm.arot above, were kno~n by other names; 

M,ahlakot 1n some sources (I Chronicles 28:13, 21, 

II Chronicles 8:14, 23:8, 31:2, 15-16), Bet Abet 

in some sources (I Chronicles 24:4, 6), and Mismaret 

is still other s&u.rces (Nehemiah 13::;Q, II Chronicles 

31:16). The accepted terminelogy now, as well as 

that meat prevalent in eu.r seurcea, is the use •f 

Mishmar for the major d1vis1Qn, and Bet Ab for the 

di7is1en within the Mishmar (see Ta'anit 2: 6- 7, 
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J.T. H•rayet 3:fol.48b, end cf Tos~phta Horqot, 

Sukkah 5 : 6-8 , Tamid 6 :1, Bikkurim 3 :12, Yebamet 

11:7, Baba K8JDl!la 9 :12 , Tel!ltU•a 3:4, P&..ra, end or 
ehapter 3 for use of Mishmar: Yema 3 : 9, ibid. 4:1, 

Tamid 1:1, Middot 1 :8 f~r use of Bet Ab. ) 

Both the Mishmar and the Bet Ab had at 

tb~ir heads leaders who were called variously 

Resh Hamishmar (Tosephta Horay•t, Yoma 3:9, 4:1) 

Sa.re Hacohanim (Ezra 8:29, 24, 10:5, II Chronicles 

36:14) er Sare Kodesh (I rrnronicles 24 :5). The 

heads ~f the sub- divisions were known as Re shim 

l'Bet Abet (I Chronicles 24:4) Rashe ha1 abot 

(Nehemiah 12:12, I Chronicles 24:6) and Rosh Bet 

Ab (Yoma 3:9 , 4:1 ) . Also, the term "Elders" was 

used 1n this sens e (Zilme K'hlllla in Yema 1 :5, 

Zilme Bet Ab in Tamid 1:1, Middot 1:8). We know 

that ~•1s custom of appointing priests to head 

the Mishmar and Bet Ab was followed also in the 

Hasmonean period (Josephus B. J. LV 3 : 6-8~. 

Each l.Ushmar served in the Temple one week 

each half- year. All the Mishmarot were on duty in 

the Temple during the weeks involving the three 

Pilgrimmage festivals. The Mishmaret succeeded 

eachother on the Sabbath, the outgoing Mishmar 

off ering the morning and additional sacrifices of 

the Sabbath, and the incoming Mishm.ar offering the 
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evening sacrifice and replacing the show-bread 

en the table (TQse:i,hta Sukka 4:24-25, Su.kka 

5:7- 8, Ta.mid 5:l, Josephus Antiquities VII 14:7, 

Sukka 5:6-8 and Bertinora on same). 

The Levites were also divided into twenty­

feur Miahmarot, each sub- divided inte Bate Abot 

as were those 9f the priests. 'l'he Le?itical 

procedure in changing of the Mishma.r was the same 

as outlined above . The problem •f the pri~st­

Levite conflict, with the resultant loss of its 

status of equality by the Levitical group, is 

known as the Milchemet ha-Ma'amadot. It in 

i tself has a great literature concerning it, 

and is teo broad a problem to treat at this time. 

A bibliography ef source material concerning this, 

however, will be found separately at the end 

of this Excursus. 

MA'AMAD 

Although the term Ma 1 amad has been used 

vary •~ten as synonymous to Mishmar, in general 

it refers to the group of lay individuals wh• 

represented the people at the sacrificial service. 

The Ma 1 amadot were organized in the same way as 

were the Mishmarot, except with one difference. 

The portion nf t he Ma'amad which did not go up 
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to Jerusalem gathered in their Clitles and 

read the porti•n of the Bible dE,aling with 

Creation. ~ltheugh our Mishna does not mention 

the fact that the Ma' amad went \:lP to Ji,rusalem, 

the Tosephta Ta 'anit definitely states that 

a portion o f the Ma 1 amad did ge up. The Ma'8J!1ad 

was also headed by an individua]L known as the 

Rosh Ma 'amad, who was regularly present in 

J e rusalem (Tam1d 5 :6). We also have a source 

which indicates that the country was divided 

into Ma'am.ad districts, with an important town 

at its center (B1kk:urim 3:2). 1[t may be that 

these are the "surrounding terrjl tlries" meant 

in our Mish.nab (Ta.' anit 3:4, and. see text, 

Chap. III pg. 96 and note 125 pp .. 93- 94). 

Ma'8J!lad is a noun derivat;ive of the verb 

root 111 ''6 , meaning to stand. In Scripture, its 

use is often identified with God, worship •r 

ritual, al though in none of the:3e instances do6s 

it refer to a group of lay Isra13lites. It does, 

however , of~en refer to a group of priests or 

Lsvites, in the same sance as d,i,es Mishmar. Very 

Gft~n beth terMs are found used synonymously. 

Some •f the Biblical usages ef 1the various f orms 

of the above root are as follow,s : 
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TO STAND BEFORE GOD 

Genesis 18:22, Leviticus 9 : 5, Deuteronomy 10 :8 , 

29 :14, I Kings 22:21, II Kings 3:14, Ieaiah 66 : 22, 

Jeremiah 7 :10, II Chronicles 29 :ll 

Ti SET BEF'ORE GOD 

Leviticus 14:11 , 16: 7, Numbers 5:16, 18, 30, 

I Kings 12:32 

TO STAND BETWEEN GOD AND~ COHGREGAHOH 

Numbers 16 : 9 

TO STAND TO MINISTER BEFORE GOD 

Deuter•n•my 17:12, 18 : 5,7~ I K.L'lgs 8 :11, 

Ezekiel 44 :15 , II Chronicles 5 :1 4 

TO STAND BEFORE ARK OR ALTAR 

Joshua 8:33, I Kings 3:15, 8 : 22 , II Chronicles 6 :12 

TO STAND IN THE HOUSE OF GOD 

Jeremiah 28:5, Psalms 134:1, 135: 2 

TO APPOINT TO GOD'S SERVICE 

Ezra 3 ~8 , Nehemiah 13:11, II ChrQnicles 11:15, 19 :8, 

20:21, 29:25 

A STATION OR WARD OF PRIESTS OR LEVITES 

N&hemiah 12 : 44, 13 : 30, I Chronicl~s 6:18, 23: 28, 

II Chrenicles ?:6, 35 :2,10 
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:S,:.CURSUS FOUR 

THE WOOD - OFFERI NG 



'l'he first fflention • f the weod-otf ering 

as a opeci!'ic o f :'ering divorc ed froc a.11 othera 

e ocurs in Nehemiah 10 : 35 : 

!')•...,1 i)...)~) ?•Jis P ,~,1 f"5 L.J s~i> JU J,lc ll / 

µ •J),-j/( .. /1•~\ : - •'1"'.'~!~ 

! ,, .>Jri.J ,-1 l). YI ,1} 

.,ti•~~ f''/ f,) I, •,H> ~ p) i)/ 

,:>_1 t~ .J.J~ t 1,1,vJ N t''.ftTr 

• ,--, ) IJ) :.i 41.}) ::).) /.J' i) l,c 

Since t here is no specific mentien or the 

wood-offering as such i n the Bible before Nehemiah. 

the f orce of ,)'1N ~ IJ>.::>.J 1n the above quotatio~ 

1s questionable, and need s investiBation. It may 

be that this refers to the wood brought for the 

Tamid offer ing (Levit icue 5 :6 ). It may ala• refer 

to the f act that the ordering of the wood on the 

al.tar is mentioned i n Leviticus 1 : 7 : 

t /o) ~T r• J'( W1'(/ 

and in Leviticus 4:12 : 

/J)/c: f, e. / 

Acc•rditj.g to B.T, Menahot l OSb, and Raahi'a 

commentary thereon , the offering must c onsist of tw• 

different t ypes of wood. The Tesephta Shekalim 2 l f 

states t hat the wood is sacrificed •n the altar , 

and Middot 2 :5 states that it is a compltlte korban. 
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On the Qther hand, Maimoni des {Yad, HilchGt Kle 

Mikdash 6:9 and Perush Mi sbnayot •n Menah•t) 

states that the wood-offer i ng is breught at the 

S8llle tilnt'I a s the Tamid. 

Although eur Mishna!:l gives nine days as those 

on wirioh the weod-offe~ing i s brought, the Megillat 

Ta1 anit mentions Gnly one •f thesa days, the fifteenth 

ef Ab, at which time all t h ose mentioned as bringing 

the wood-• ffering throughout the nine days mentioned 

in the Mishnah, bring their offerings: 

'.?~OJ\I~ /cf•)/ /vJ;}...) •y/. jlolJ ri/q ? ~'l ,) €~1) 7; 

~/' Jll< pJ)~ /.J'?_..Jl)) i).Jl~/,'),I lit' v..-, ~YQ....!e_ •.J~~ 

1 
f' N.J n /111 fr J p 'Jl'-r ;,rn? J::J J'lt' ;u.1 /))' t NI<~ i)Y t .J} 

r..if /.J,P.Ji1) • 1°.y->J 1,') f,, /)'I .Jlt'~O )n.,.,X ,tx•t.) 
r..)/ . p1J-r /Mi• /;'I j'l•'~t' h)' q_ ,H<;;, n .y i>'l/1 /1 f'/' Jll< 

L11l/c~ 9~0,">,'.) I" ')IC~ ,~.J--c l~'{)Jc ,~:ip.,. r r,p ;J"/..Jjl//,l 

j"')'J~ I/< J''f/< 'j)/N' •/,)•:., t. ... J'/d ; '?AIJ~ /cli) (":,f ff ! 

110/c, ,)J')"'fr'f /'' Jill h~jr'J p•J'r 1~"'¥ '),1 '}/'lljr.;,/ 

,iJl/lQ J;)J : fvJ~.) ''Ek /'./J /i)I/ ,Jl'..J'r..Jlt )c>OJ)~ 

'.J~ ? Jl r,/'1/ :,) JI i'i /"' /U.JlJ '.J~ • f,'3 ,~~ ~JQ.JJ/>::J : ? JJl/c 

P'))f)e;v r·,~'l", P'7J"'"'' f 1 .J 'JU1 p•,u pi·1l, p•..1;,~i, 

_jl/'('J;, 1 -<J,r '.J;.J : .~~ '4..J/( '..J M ,rrie;..i ,,'6ce2. 'N L, 
• 

1.J> ;;, I C .J i"I •,✓ J IL '..J ~ I 

(188) 



An interesting pr•oblem now arises. Since 

eur extra.,biblical source indica.tes only one da.y 

on which the wood-offering was brought, f•r what 

reason do we find this day expanded by the Tannaim 

to nine days? Also, w~y did the fifteenth of Ab 

become a joyous day which was one of the two most 

h appy dayi:; in the calendar, a.long with Yom Kippur? 

Graetz (Divre Y' me Yisrael, Vol.I pg. 455) indicates 

that this wes done by the Pharisees, to anger the 

Sadducees wh~ were opposed to the wood-offering, 

aince they did not consider this offering as being 

of biblical origin. Tchernewitz (L 1korban Ha- etzim 

in~ Vol.III secs. 5- 6 pp . 43-46 Nisan 5793) 

states that, al though there was a Phari ssee-Sadd•.icee 

cenflict concerning the wood- offering, i t was not 

the conflict pointed out by Graetz . Rather, the 

wood- offering was considered as being the wood 

upon which the Tamid was consumed, and the conflict 

was in the differing concepts of the Tam.id offering. 

The Pharissees held that the Tamid , and therefore the 

wood- offering as conceived by them, was brought by 

the community, whereas the Sadduoees held that both 

were individuRlly brought offerings . (see Weiss , 

Der}De:r Vedorshav Vol. II, text and note 3, pg. 41) 
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It may be that the bringing of the wood­

offering is an echo of former pagan practices 

involving natu re-"orshlp, many instances of which 

a.re enumerated in Scripture. Abraham, as priest­

king of the tereb1nths of Mamre s.rms his servants 

and leads them against the surrounding kings 

(Genesis 14:13f.). The ashera of the Canaanite 

shrine was the "token of the deity's presence, 

or a magnet for attracting i t" (Farnell , L.R. i n 

Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics V•l.VI pg. 397b), 

and was found in the Hebrew sanctuaries at Samaria 

(II Kings 13:6), Bethel (II Kings 23:15) and in 

the Temple at Jerusalem {II Kings 23:6). Eden waa 

the first biblical indication of a sacred plantation 

(Barns, T. in ERE Vol.XII pg.450a), and the Burning 

Bush was the dwelling-place of YHWH (Deuter•nomy 33:16) , 

The sacred tree was vocal with the word and 

the will of the god dwelling there. God called M•ses 

from the Burning Bush in Horeb (Exodus 3:1-4), and 

David ocmsulted the oracle of the mulberry t.rees 

before attacking t he PI'.illistines (II Samuel s:2•>• 
Deborah ''dwelt under the palm-tree of Deborah ••• 

and the children of Israel came up to her for 

judgement." ( Judges 4:5; see also Judges 6 :11, 

I Samuel 22 :6 ) The feble of the trees and the 

bramble king was ''spoken by the terebinth of the 

pillar that was in Shechem. 11 (Judges 9:6- £1) 

This story~ and that of the thistle and the cedar, 
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(U llng.s l-l~9) are IMth ,?&.r&blot!! whlch are 

e-==-m ~• ea::-17 treo-•o!"s?-..lp (Stuth, , .R . 

Religion er t.he Sea.he~ Sdinbursb 18$9 pg • ..?o) . 

Likewise, ehe inagery employed in tbo 

Bible renocta an earl,- influence of tree-worship. 

The rod 1s a SJllbol or authority (Hwabers 17:2.8) , 

and the threshold and door- posts are sacred as 

tekens of the diety, and are sprinkled with the 

blood er sac~ifice (Exodus 12:7, Rsokiel 45 :19) . 

'l'he seven-branched candelabrum or the Temple is 

described aa a budding <md blossoming almond 

( Rxodu.s 3? :17- 24 ) , and its seven lam~~ are the 

eyes of the Lord, beholding evil and good (se~ 

Zechariah 4:10 , Proverbs 15:3 , II Chronicles 16:9) . 

This imagery is continued i n the picture of t he 

rod of authority (David) stemming from the stem 

or Jesse , and the branch (Davidic line and Messiah) 

growing from its roots (Isaiah 11:1-3). 

Thus, we see that the wood-offering probably 

had its origins ln the early pagan tree-worship. 

Further, i t s development can be traced tlu-ough the 

interpretation of the biblical rules conoerning tho 

offering of the Tamid , the Sadduoee-Pharieeo conritot . 

and t he historical extr~-b1blical source, M•~111At 

Ta 1 anit . The o ffer:lng itself, as separate rrol'I tho 

Tamid, probably began i n t he period or ~z~a. 

(191) 
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EXCURSUS FIVE: 

THE SEVENTEENTH OF TAMMU'Z AND THE NINTH OF AB 



The twe fast - d1t.._ve, the s eventeenth •f 

Tammuz and the Ni th f b n o A, are bound together 

i n that they beth commenorate disasters i nvelving 

th3 'l'emple, beth the first and the second. 

B••e~er, t• both•! theo~ occurrancea have been 

added ~ther evil happenings. so ant• strengthen 

the s errew of eeeh day. 

On the seventeenth of Tallll!tllz , five cale:mitiea 

occurred, acc•rding to our Mishnah. The Talmud 

st~tea that the Tamid s acri ficed daily was • b•liahed 

•n th1.s day, although it gives no source for this, 

stRting •nly that this la a trad1t1en. Apestomoa 1 

burning •f the Torah and sett ing up • fan i d.el 1n 

the sanct'iary h&..S already been discussed (see Chap. 

IV note 235 pp. 1 38-140) . The breli.ktng of th.e 

tBblets by Moses has e.lso been discuss ed (ibid. 

nete 231 pg. 1~7) . Concerning the breach 1n the 

• tll • f .ierusalen:, there is s eme confusion. \Ye 

are teld 1n Jeremiah 52: 5- 7 t:u..t the br'3aeh •8.1! 

made en the ninth •f Tlll:lllluz , Roweve;o , O.ldi.n 

(Cede of .ie•ish Law v~~.I!I Cc.a,. CY.:"'J ~ec . 4 pg. E4' 

states t hat e r ~els d~~e the breach •ae ~...ce 

~er::pJc also, utto igh 1t ~as d.ata.ke= bec&LsE •f t e e 
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great misery of the people connected with that 

event. 

The Ninth of Ab supposedly coilll"1emoratee 

the destruction •f both t he f irst and second 

Templ as , as well as the day upon which Betar was 

r~duced, t he decree was given that the Is~aelites 

should wand~1r forty years in the desert , and the 

city of Jerusalem was plowed over. 

According to a. 13ara1tha quoted 1n B.T. 

Ta1 anit 29a, Moses sent the spies out to examine 

the land •f Canaan on the 29th o f Sivan. They 

returned and gave their report forty d,:ys later 

(Numbers 13 : 25), and the people v,ept at the repor'.: 

(ibid. 14:1), This day of weeping r.as the Ninth 

ef Ab. 

The reduction of Betar i s referred to as 

a tradition in 8 ,T . Ta 1 anit 29a. as is the plewing 

~ver of Jerusalem. This latter act is ascribed t• 

Titus Annius Rufus (see also J .T. Ta1 anit 4:8, 

Lamentations Rabba 1:13) . 

In Jeremiah 69 : 8 , no date is given for the 

destruction of the First Temple . However, in 

Jeremiah 52 :12 , the tenth of Ab is given, whereas 

in II Kings 25: 8 - 9 the seven th of Ab :l.s gi V'9n, 
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The Talmud (ibid. 29a) quotes a Baraitha which 

explains t hat the Babylontans began the attack 

~n the s~venth, began burning the Temple on the 

ninth, and the Temple burned down completely on 

the tenth of Ab. 

The destruction of the Second Temple on this 

date 1s also given as a t radition, quoting t he 

oencatenation of events which occurred similarly 

in beth holocausts. 

The fact that this fast-day seemed to have 

been discentinued after the return fr•m Babylenia 

( see Zechariah 8 :19) and t he fact that JUdah Hanasi 

wished to abolish the fast - day (B.T. Meg!lleh 5b) 

point t• a conclusion that these days were not 

held in much esteem in these early times. It would 

seem that the fast - day was mainly •f national 

and net religious e1gn1ficance, and probably orig­

inalty referred to the reduct ien of Betar. 

Fasting on the seventeenth of Tammuz follows 

the rules for fasting governing the first three days 

af a public fast, while the ninth of Ab is governed 

i:>y the rules of fasting appli:}able to the last seven 

days of a public fast. 
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EXCURSUS SIX 

YOM KIPPUR AND THE FIFTEENTH OF AB 



Ref erence h as been made t o the great 

literature surreunding the laws and customs 

• f Y• m Kippur (see Chap. IV note 172 pp. 120- 1) , 

and b iblical refer ences to i t may be found 

in Numbers 29 :7 and Leviti cus, Chap . XVI . 

Hewever, we must determine why Yom Kippur is 

menti oned as such a joyous occasion i n our 

t ext. 

The Talmud (B.T. Ta 1 anit 30b) stat es twe 

reasens for this. First, Yon Kippur is a day •f 

pard•n and f•rgiveness. Second, t he t wo tablets 

of the Law w~r e given on that day (see Deuterene:my 

Chap . 10, and Rash1 ther eon). 

Out s i de of the fact that the wood- of f ering 

was brought en the fifteenth of Ab (see Excursu s 4), 

t h e fellowing h appy events are alse attri buted to 

t his day : ( Ta1anit i dem. ) 

1 . The death penalty agains t the Israel i tes 

because of the repor~ of the spies was lifted on this 

day ( Deuteronomy 2 :16-17) . 

2 . The proh i b t t ion again.st t ho i nt ermarraige 

•f the t ribes (Numbers, Chap. 36 ) was lift ed on thia 

day. 
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permisaien 
5. The tribe •f Benjamin, refuaed/t• take 

wives rrem the rest of the families ef Israel 

(Judges 21:1), were given a methed et circumventing 

this decisi•n •n this day (ibid. 21:lSff). 

4. On this day Hosea remeved the guards 

placed by Jerebeam en the reads to Jerusalem, t• 

prevent the Isr&elites from making the pilgrimmage 

to the Temple (see II Kings 17:2, 12:32, B.T. Gittin 

88a) . 

5. On this day th~ dead of Betar were buried 

(B.T. Ta•anit 31a). 

The dancing in the vinyarda mentioned 1n eur 

Mishnah and in Judges 21:21 has its antecedents in 

a Canaanite practice which was identical, and which 

eocurred at their feast •f ingathering, held en the 

fifteenth ef Tishre, oerrespending te our first day 

et Sukkot (Leslie, Old Testament Religien pp.2O-32). 

It can easily bee seen how this custem could be mis­

plac"d five days ear·ly, especi.ally since the reading 

~f the Torah for the afternoon of Yem Kippur 

(Leviticus Chapter 18) cencerning the ferb1dden 

sexual relatienships would lead to an ass•ciati•n •f 

this reading with the taking •f wives in this manner. 

OUr discussi•n of tha weod-•ffering alsa poin(;s eut 
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ba.s1s in an early f•rm of nature-wership. We can 

see hew this dancing and licence in the field and 

vinyard weuld also tie in with this ech• •f tree­

worshlp• the fifteenth of Ab. 
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EXCURSUS SEVEN 

PASTING AND MOURHING 



Upen cemparing the laws ef fasting, as 

applicable to the last seven days • f the decreed 

public fast , with the laws •f m•ur~ing for the 

dead, we diacever a remarkable, p•int f•r peint 

identity between the tw•• We may then p•se the 

questi•n: why such a similarity between the 

tw•? 

If we s earch through the Jewish material 

available in b•th fasting and mourning laws, ,re 

find little to ehed light upen this preblem. 

H••evor, if we remember the dependency of the 

first Israelite settlers of Canaan up•n the Canaanites 

with regard to th~ agricultural life (see 

Excursus One), we may be able to deduce fr•m 

this relationship the reas9ns fer the identity 

between these laws of fasting and mourning. 

The Ras Shamra tablets depic t for ua the 

epic ef the struggl e between Al-RJan Baal (g•d •f 

spring rains ) and M•t (god of the h•t seas•n) . 

M•t has killed Al-Eyan Baal the previ•ua hot season, 

and 1n turn must be killed so that the g•d ofthe 

spring rains may ~nee again arise to make the fields 

fertile. At the feast of unleavened bread, celebrated 

at the beginning of the grain harvest, .Anath, c•neort 

te Al-Eyar.. Baal, seizes the last shed of grain, in 
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which Mot is hiding, and cut~ the ears, threshes 

them, roasts the grains, grinds them in a hand-mill, 

scatters the crushed grains 1lnt\l t.he wir.d , and then 

eats leavened bread. In the same manner is Tammuz, 

the Babylcinian ged co.t>responding to Mot, killed. 

We are also teld that the de:!lth of Tammuz is meurned 

by the women. 

At a later date, Met and El-Kyan Baal 

coalesce int• one god called Adhen, who was alse 

titled Na 1 aman. His hely city was Byblea , and there 

were shrines t o him a t Naman, nerth •f Carmel, at 

Numan.a in southern Palest ine and at Arqa in northern 

Canaan. There was als o a shrine t • Tammuz in 

Haran. 

It may be that t he ac:tual meurning observed 

•n the last seven days o f the proclaimed fast harks 

back to a period when Israel ites were still under the 

direct influence o f the Ca.r.a.anites . -ftlis may be 

an ech o e f the mourning for a rain- god who did net 

yet ari s e f rom the dead. W1a can only point to the 

general preblea 1.n this pap,er , and must leave its 

solution to future work. 
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APPROXIMATE DATES FOR THE TANNAITIC GENERATIONS 

I. 10 - 80 C. B. 

II. 80 - 120 C. E, 

III. 120 - 139 C.E. 

IV. 139 - 166 C. B. 

Akiba (b. Jeseph) A third generat1•n Tanna, 

purperted t• be the descendent of a proselyte family. 

He remained ignorant until manhood, at which time he 

b6gan t• study at the schools e f El.iezer b . )lyrc:anua, 

Jeshua b. Chananiah and Nahum •f Ginu:e. He later 

founded his ewn schoGl in B1nei Bra.K, n~ar Jabne~ where 

he was a member of the Sanhedrin. He • rganized in 

a systematic manner the materials of the academic 

discussiens, and introduced a unique met hed •f legal 

interpretation through deduction. He was a supperter 

•f Bar K• chba in the rebellion against Rome, and was 

martyred by Hadrian. 

Ben Azzai A third generation Tanne. 

and centemporary of Akiba. He is best known as being 

one ef the four - Akiba, Ben Azzai, Ben Zoma and 

Elisha b. Abuya - who entered the "Pardee" of theo­

sephic speculation. Akiba alene emerged unscathed; 

Ben Azzai died, Ben Zema became insane, and Elisha b. 

Abffa became an apostate. 
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Eliezer (b. Hyrcanus) A secend generati• n 

Tanna and disciple of Jehanan b . Zaccai, wh• described 

h1m as "a lined cistern, which leses not a drop" 

(see Abet) . He was known as a cense~ver of establ i shed 

traditions, and an epposer of change. Alth•ugh be waa 

•f the f • l lowers of Hillel, he leaned t•ward the inter­

pretation • f the Shammai-ites so often that he was eften 

in coafl ict with members of his ewn party, to such an 

extent that he once exconnnunlcated hi~ brother-i n- law, 

Gamliel II . He feunded a school 1n Lydda. 

Rabban Gamliel A first generati•n Tanna 

and the Nas i , he is known as the author of many 

Takanot. He died eighteen yea.rs before the destruct i on 

•f the Templ e, and was Hillel's grandson. 

Bananiab b . Teradion A third generati~n Tanna, 

he was fr•m Slknin in Gallllee, and was the father- in­

l aw of R. Meir . He was martyred by the Romans soon 

at~er the martyrdom of Akiba. 

Jose (b . Chalafta) A fourth genera tion Tanna 

frem Sepphoris, and a tanner by trade , he was a dis-

ciple of Ak1bn and Tarphon. He wns one of those who 

sere ordained by Judah b . Baba contrary to the Hadrianlc 

decree, and was ~orced to flee to Asia Minor . He returnod 

to Seppberie and lived to a ripe old age~ and is the 

putative author of the Seder Olam.. 
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Jeshua (b. Chananiah) A secend generat!en 

Tanna and disciple •f Johanan b. Zaccai.. He fled 

Jerusalem with his teacher befere its destructien, 

and after the death ef Johanan b . Zaccai he estab­

iished a scho• l i n Be1k11n. Be is beet kn•wn for 

his disputes with the Nasi Oamliel II , which finally 

led to the deposition •f the latter, who was re- instated 

enly after the interventlen of the placated Jeshua, 

and after Oaml1el II had apologized t o him. 

Judah (b. Illai.) A fourth generation 

Tanna and disciple of Akiba, he was called Y,')~~,rn ~k1 

because of his elequence . He was one ef these whe 

were ordained by Judah b . Baba and wh• had to nee 

the Hadrlanl c persecutions. Three years after his 

flight he r eturned to Usha and became a member of 

the Sanhedrin there, where he was an advisor to the 

Nasi Simeon b . Gamliel . In his c•ntroversi• s with 

Meir and Simeon b . Gamliel, his opinion ls usually 

accepted. He is the putative author of Sifra. 

Meir A feurth generation 

Tanna and disciple of Akiba, he was a scribe by 

profession. Ile attended the schools ef Akiba and 

ef }~. Ishmael, and gained a reputation as a dialecti• ian. 

He was ordained early in life by Akiba, and later by 
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Judah b . Baba, after which be fled the Hadrianic 

persecuti•n• He later returned t• becorne a member 

of the Sanhedrin at Usha, and established an ac&demy 

at »mnaus and later e.t Ardiscus near Damascus . He 

was the Chacham under Simon b. Gamliel the Nasi, and 

it was his duty to prepare tbei subjects to be discussed 

by the Sanhedrin. He left Pal.estine because of a 

legal controversy and died in his native land in Asia 

Minor. He was married to Berlll?'ia, the brilliant 

daughter of' the martyred scholar Chananiah b. Teradion. 

Onias the Circle- Drawer ll cont emporary of Simon 

b. Shetach, who lived during the period of the Zugot 

or pairs, before the first generation of Tannaim 

(see Ab•t 1). '!'he story in our Mishn!lh is but •ne 

of those told of h!.1'1. The Ta:Lmud (B .T. Ta 'anit 23a) 

tell~ another story of him, similar to the Rip van 

Winkle legend, although this 1story is attributl d t• 

the grandson ef Onias in othe1r sources . 

Simeon b. Gallll iel .A fourth generlltion 

Tanna, he was t~e son of the 'Nasi Gamliel II. He 

witnessed the fall of Beth&.r and escaped, and ai'ter 

the deat h of Hadrian be returned to Jabne and re-•pened 

the academy there . However, the other Ta.nna1m of 

his generation preferred to meet at Usha , and so he 

removed to that placs where he became the Nast . Al­

though be was brilliant and 1'1•ell- learned, ther e were 
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ether membe~s •f the Sanhedrin superio~ te him 

in learning. Therefore he never was given the 

title Gf Rabban. He was the father c,f the fal'!lous 

Judah Ha-Nasi, with \·1h•m nost of his recorded 

discussions were held. 

, The second member 

of the third pair, or zug, who lived in the time 

of Queen Saloll!e a..."ld Alexander Janneus. He was 

the Ab bet din under Judah b . Tabbai , who was the 

Nasi. 

Ab bet din The second ranking 

e f f icer in the ganhedrln, who acted as the Chie f 

Justice of the court . 

Nasi Prince , or secular 

head of the nation. He was also the president of 

the Sanhedrin, and acted as its executive arm. 

He represented the Jews i n their dealings with 

other nations,.suoh as Rome. 
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APPENDIX TWO 

MEGlLLAT TA 1ANIT 
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Accerdlng to the Talmud (B.T. Shabbat 13b), 

the Megillat Ta 1an1t was written by Hananiah b . 

Hezekiah of the family of Garen together with a greup 

•f people whe met for this specific purpose. The 

cemmentary to this work e.lse mentions t hat his s on, 

Eleazar b. Hananiah and his followers continued 

this work (see e.lso Graetz, Geschichte. Vel. III 

note 26) . The individuals who purportedly met fer 

t:his purpose were the "Elders of the House of 

Shamma.1 and the Elder s of the House •f Hill el " 

(He.lachet Gedolot , Hilchot Sgferim). This statement 

would place its composition about the year 7 c .E. , 

although the sen, Eleazar has been identified with 

the Zee.lot general •f the same name. Thia would 

place its composition abeut the year 66 C.E. 

This did net complete the work, \'fhiob was finally 

completed and closed by the sages 1n Usha (see 

Braitha in Talmud quoted above). 

The Megillat Ta'anit as we have it to-day has 

twe sections, an Aramaic text and a Hebrew cemmentary. 

The Talmud knew e!' the Aramaic text only, and all 

Te.ll!!Udic references to it are in .tram.ale, end intro-

duced by the Aramaic form r) , .Jl ::, , 1 t is writ ten 

(see Bullin 129b, Megillah Sb, Ta 1anit 12a & 18b). 
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The Megillat Ta•anit enumerates thirty-five 

days which were day~ of happy eccurrences. On all 

•f these fasting was forbidden, and en fourteen •f 

them public mourning was also forbidden. Zeitlin 

(Megillat Ta1an1t as a source for Jewish chronology 

and history in the Hellenistic and Roman perieds 

Philadelphia 1922 pp. 70- 118) divides its contents 

into five periods of time : 

A. Pre- Hasmonean 

B. Hasmenean 

c. Roman period, until 65 C.E. 

D. Great Revolt, 65 - 66 C. E. 

E. Miscellaneous . 

The text of the M~gillat Ta 1an1t is not set up in 

a historical chronological order, but rather is set 

up as a calendar, beginning with the menth of Nisan. 

and enumerating the days within each month upon 

which fasting is forbidden . Using Z0itlin1 s analysis , 

the text of the work in its historical grQupings is 

as follows: 

A.. PRE - HASMONEAN 

Prom the New Moon of Nisan (unt il the eigth 

thereef) the Tanid was established. 

From the eighth (of Nisa.n) until the clese ot 

the festlval (of Passover ) a holiday (of a week) was 

decl ared during which it is forbidden to mourn. 
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On the seventh day of Iyyar was the dedi­

c&tien of t he wall of Jerusal1sm and it i s ferbidden te 

meurn the,reen. 

B. HAS'MONEAN 

On the twenty- third day of Heshvan they 

tore down the Serega (Greek lattice- work stone altar) 

from the Azarah. 

On the twenty- seventh of Heshvan they began 

again to bring the offering o,f fine fleur upon 

the e.ltar. 

On the twenty- fifth day (of Kislev) i s the 

day of Chanukkah. Eight days it is forbidden 

to mourn. 

On the twenty- eighth day (of Adar) the good 

news reached the Jews that tlney were not to be re­

strained from the study of the Law. It ls net per­

mitt1:1d to mourn thereon. 

On the twenty- eighth (of Shevat) Antiochus 

departed from Jerusalemr 

On the fourteenth ( of' Iyyar) is the Miner Pas s ever. 



On the thirteenth •f Adar 18 the day •f Nican• r • 

On the fourteenth day of Tannnuz the b•ok •f 

decrees W&s removed. 

On t he seventh of Ellul was the day •f t he 

dedication of the wall of Jerusalem. 

On the twenty- seventh of the month Iyyar the 

tribute from Judah and Jerusalem was disc•nt1nued. 

On the twenty- thi rd (Of Iyyar) the garr1.een 

departed from Jerusalem. 

On the twenty-first day (•f Kislev) was the 

day •f Mount C-erizim. 

On the fifteenth and sixteenth day • f Sivan 

the inhabitants of Beth- shean (Scyth• polis ) and • f 

the valley C•f Jezreel) were deported . 

On the twenty- fifth (of Heshvan) Semaria 

was captured. 

C. ROMAN PERIOD, UNTIL 65 C.E. 

On the third •f Kislev the ensigns were 

removed rrom the Temple C•urt . 
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On t he t wenty- s ecend • f Shevat t he work 

ceased which the enemy commanded to bring into 

the Temple. 

On the sixteenth of Adar they began to 

build the wall of Jerusalem. 

D. THE GREAT REVOLT, 65 - €6 C.E. 

On the fourteenth of Sivan the tewer o f the 

fert was captured. 

On the twenty- fifth • f Sivan the publicans 

were removed from Judah and Jer,1salem. 

On the seventeenth of Ellu1 the Romans 

evacuated Jerusalem. 

On the twenty-second day (of Ellul) they 

began again te slay the wicked. 

On the third of Tishre was removed the 

"mentioning" from the decuments . 

The seventh day (~f Kislev) is a heliday. 

On the twenty-eighth of the menth Tebet the 

3&.nhedrin sat in judgement. 
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The second of Shevat is Yom Tob. 

On the twelfth of Adar is the Day of Tyrion. 

On the seventeenth of Adar the Gentil es arose 

against the refugees of Sepphoris in the province of 

Cha.leis and in Beth Zabdan, but there came salvation. 

E. MISCELLANEOUS 

On the fifteenth of Ab is the season •f the 

wood of the priests. 

The eighth and ninth of Adar wer e solemn days 

of prayer for rain. 

On the fourteenth and fifte enth are t he days of 

Purim. 

Fer a most complete discussion of these dates 

and of the importance of t he Megillst Ta 1 anit, see 

Zeitlin (quoted above , pg. 211) . 
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APPENDIX THREE 

SOME NO'nS ON THE CALENDAR 



The Jewish calendar hi a luni-s• lar calendar. 

That is, the m•nths t radi ti•nally f•llow closely the 

ceurse •f the meon, and are corrected to correspond 

te the seasons • f the year which are dependent upon 

the course •f t he earth 1n ~elation t• the sun. Thus, 

Passi,ver must always occur i n the spring, and Sukkot 

in the f all. 

Up until the destruction ef t he Sec•nd Temple, 

and f•r three centuries afterwards, the m•nths were set 

by obser7ation of the New Moon as long as an independent 

Sanhedrin existed. In the f ourth century, the patriarch 

Hillel II calculated the New Moons for t he future, 

published the closely-kept secret • f the meth•d f•r 

cllculating the New Moon , Leap Year and all •ther needed 

data, and f•rmally sanct ified all New Mo•ns in the 

future (see Speir, The C• mprehensive Hebrew Calendar 

Behrman H• use, New Yerk 1952, pp.1-2) . The methods 

11f calendar calculation need n•t be discussed here, 

and may be found in the above- mentioned w• rk (pp.217- 227) . 

The Hebrew word for menth i s 

although in biblical times the wo>rd h 1' , • r m•on, 

was used (Exodus 2:2, Deuteronomy 21:13, II Kings 15 :13, 

Zecha.riah 11 :e, 33 :14, Ezra 6:15, Daniel 4 :26) . Ala•, 

the present n8llles of the Hebre~ months are not t he 
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earliest to be found. Usually the months were 

numbered, "1th th~ pres6nt seventh &•nth, Sivan, 

being the first month in biblical times . H•wever, 

s•me early names •f months lire f•und in the Bible: 

Abib (first month, Deuteronomy 16:1); Ziv (sec•nd 

m• nth, I Kings 6 :1); Etanim (seventh month, I Kings 

8 :2) ; Bul (eighth m•nth, I Kings 6 :38 ). 

The present nomenclature of the Hebrew c•ntha 

is of Babylonian •rigi n . The Babylonian •~rd for 

m~nth is Arach, similar to the Hebrew /)7' • 'l'he 

names of the months themselves are al.most ident1ca1, 

both as to orde~ and s ound. A list of the Hebrew 

a..~d Babyl•nian names with their probable origins 

i s as follows (M•ss- Arn•lt, w. The names •f the 

Assyro-Babylonian months and their regents in J.B .L. 

Vol.XI pp. 72-94, 160-176 1892): 

DE'llIVATION BA.BYLOIITAN BEBRFtY 

To start or proceed Nis- sa-an- nu /0' .J 

To open, germinate A-a-ru ? ''/c 

Ilrick-mkking month Si- va-nu /'' 0 

Son of life Du-mu- z1 J 111..J'J ., 

An enemy, hostile(heat) Abu N/< 

T• lament (over god Tamnruz) Ul.ulu f, J/c 
To dedicate Tis-re-tum 'Jf..l> 

Eighth month Sav- na * I' e.1> .,~ 
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DERIVATION 

Nine 

Muddy 

Destroyer 

Darkness 

BABYLONIAN 

Kis-li-mu 

Te- be-tum 

Sa-ha-tu 

A- da- ru 

HEBREW 

,Jo...:, 
_J)~ C 

(~e. 
71/c 

* The Hebrew was probably originally //\le I> 1I , 

with the / replticing the ' of the word {)7' , which 

when added to the particle 

meaning eight, produced 

of the word 

meaning eighth 

month. At a later time the / and the }I interchanged, 

and our mG>nth of was develeped. 

Since the telling • f t i me and the calendfJ' are 

closely bound togethe!" (see Speir) , it would be interesting 

to take brief note of the method used in counting the 

hours of the day. Fer calendar calculations , the day 

begins at 6:00 P.U. Jerusalem time , and this is called 

the 0th or 24th hour. Twenty-four hours are then counted, 

? : 00 P.M. beginning the count and being the first hour, 

Midnig.~t heing the ~ixth hour , Noon the eighteenth hour , 

etc . Each hour is further subdivided into 1080 parts 

P'P f /) , 3-1/3 seconds), and each part into 76 

moments ( p•-r~ i, 5/114 seconds). 
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