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OllAPTER I• 

Tl~ lJNOLOGY • 

1. 

There ore ol,out :\ llll.n,tro,1 an•t rirty rereroncoe to Charity 

in the ent ire Bible , a!)J>earinG in eTery b ook except Lameatations , 

Ezra, Canticles am ei,.;ht of the nnn )r prophets . The ae r ef er ­

onces are both rragnen tar y and scattered. and Tary muoh in Talue 

to t he Bible invosti t,ntor, b ut al 1 happ<m to f'all into three 

rliv 1• i-0ns : 

A.) The host ma'.c rial is t o be t'o 1tnd in t hose r e r or enoea to 

the custo·11g and m:u1 •"1er ,r living which picture m d reveal the 

Ure of the people in Bible times . From such rererenoea we 

oan ob s•'r'"e the true lire or the times , such ror crences are 

brou~ht i n only i ncide ntally to the main narral;i ve43 . From 

Ruth es7 we aust take II wa r nin~ whe n we rea.tl "Thia w:is the 

custom of the olde n tine•, ror Dilll Jcal r er crenoe'i mirJ,t show 

t 11e cu~tOl'lS in "ogue a t t he ti r'IP t he stor y was 1Y!" i tt.en down 

nnd not at the t i 1oe o r the eve nts rt.c pic tcd; t ' 1u!:i cau"iint: muob 

conr usion . 

n) The R<-r onrl cl;\CJS or r e r cr c nct?S s eem at fira t glance to be 

most ·,a lw\bl e , but act.unll~· are not 90• These ar e tlll legal 

co1lf's which provi,lc ro r· Lile poor i n a rnan11c r so unusual, wle n 

com,1"\ r .--1\ 1fith hi ,tor lcal c v t,lc neo, t hat it is ~cnorally ad-

m:t t t. ed tha t they we- r e ne ve r pr aot. l ced in the form ln 'fhich we 

Im'"" t he m, such l\s Levit..lcus 25 , 1lc a linr. ,,1th t ile Jubilee . 



2. 

C) Anothe r kind ar mate r ial ie that cont ained in the moral 

pr e c eptsaclvisin .<: one t o be k i 11'1 t o the poor. \\'e have a gre a t 

<\'!al 6t' th1• aature, b u t 1n most case s it is lacking i n s pe cit"ic 

dc t ail'i 1 anct \fhen so, ia no• or great use in dete rmi ning motiwes. 

llo-we ve l", lfhc n 1re c a n ?"e FUl paqaages U ke Job 31 or I••iAh 58 ,we 

rtn<l ve r .v import /\n t ns well as spe c t r i c and valua ble data dis­

c los i n~ the motive as we ll ns the spir i t o r t he a ,-re . 

All t his var t od material mus t b e oo l 1 a t c d :mcl pu t into 

l o~1cal orl\crul vo r ir le d b y the !•i stor i c a l kno'9'le d ~ wh icb we 

possesli before we c a n ,ii~ ~•tr-' t he actua l mot i ves which promptM 

t he Or i e ntn. l Id.nil to aet, l ivin ,.,. ab o1l t thre e thou s and years ag o . 

It i s of into r e st to note t.hn t t he r e is prac t ically no 

ahs t,r ac t !fo r rl us e rl i n the Dibl e ror c ha r ity , alins - g1 ving , or 

h osp i ta l ity . As tfit lt ttll prini t tvf> peopl e s , the f a c t i s oen­

ere t e l y e x prt:?c;~e rl , no s l nr l e nhstract t e r m being e mpl o ~~d s uc h 

as Prover bs 10 : 17 " Ha ve mercy u o n t he nr octy" or ( Amos 8 14) 

" flpprcss n 11t t he poor", or (Job 31 ) " Have I eate n my morCJel 

a l one nna t 'lc fa t ltc rle'is hRth not e ~ ten t he r c or" , or ( ibi d ver s e 19 ) 

"Ha ve t Reen nn··nne perish . r or wa nt or clo t h i n -:- or a ny poor with­

out. c o,·c r t n r.-! " etc . 

The word :t?T', whe n uBed ln the lihle means " r1¢ 1te,1us­

ne R R , Jus tirlc atlon 1n 11 l aw c our t. , 0 1· r i ~Jltc ou s deeds" (Brown, 

!> 1 •: •'l ' , Hr1 tr!!'5 Diet I uni, r ..-) • Onl y in pos t - Bi bl 1~:\ l t i mes does 

t i.!'I wor •I ,ter Lnit e l y come t o h., ~~ the roeaning of' cm rity. There 

a r c , h0'1eve r , thr ee Dihl i c al i n lfhic h t he scholars t r y to 

c o nstr ,,e t h i s , or d t o meanchar ity, and e ve n he r e they do not 

a :,-ee !l1t1on r t.hc-rns e l vcs . Cor nilJ is the only one who ho l ds t hat 



in ,, .. ,,, S-!rJ\ :-tr'Y''V (Provcrl)S 10:2 ~ 1114) the rirst word 

-- charity --- \fiJdeboer a rlraits t.t as lte ingff8dble whereaa 

FranJccnburz anl tle dictiom rie s insis t u:10n the meanin:- or 

righte ous re ss . The pass a ~o in Daniel 4: 2' of the same nature 

is so late in llate ( B.C.E. 164) that the post-Biblical neaning 

A•,r~«I 
iR likely. In Est)ter 9s21 we find the express•• A J\/JJt~ 

US4'{1 mcanlnt • g i r ts to the poor". This also is a late J>assage 

am. ia t~ aole use of the expression in the Bible, althouri;h 

the -ve rbal form /"' .J is •• ■I ua. 

Ther e are t Jtree hlnts at b cl,l"in~ in tl1e Dibl e , 1,ut as usual 

t her-e 19 no abstract t echnlclll term round. These passages a.re 

PsaJ ,,s :l7t '?!i; l Q!l slO; I Snmut!l 2:06, anl lfe rtnd three verbs 

used in the same RCnsc s ~lift ftW:, ~, C, f,,,I 11, and &I'S ~f:t.tJ. 

Tbc moi;t coM 10n term r or "poor" is •,Jy whi ch too nns 

orir.inal1 y "one who is hwnhlcrt" a11t Um$ r eceive d t Je me:ming or 

poor, needy , or mJRe rable (Driver's articl e "Poor" -Hastings aible 

T)ir. t innar v . ) \Ve l l hnuson ahotf'-1 the lonJ?: evolut inn or the WOl'{l 

aa in PsalmR 18 : 27 i t r efers to t he poor l>ut pious Israe lites a s 

opposed to t he hau~hty nations, or to the poor within the nation 

l •Ju whmo tho rich oppre ssed . .., means "one who huml,les him e1r• 

(t>rt'"<!r- - a.-ti~J e Poor) arr! connotes t~ pi•us CJl' ,neel,. Pat c r-;on 

( :~oor, ,:nc,·c . Ilihli ·a) cl oe s 11ot aw, it the latter 11eantng e ven 

in the one r <!f c r e nce to Uoses i n !iumb<- r a 12:~. It is still a 

rti •-q,ut,e d m.1. t.t, e r as to \fhc the r botb J•Jt1 aml '.IY were differ­

ont worth,. 



or i ~innlly 

coming t o mean poor. 

means t hi n, feeble , or r educed, t hus 

r eally means "in want of " a1A hence may al so be 

used ror poor . 

~ -, i s used as tit.' OJ>pOsite or ~•v,y , and it.s mean in.I! is 

ev l ilcnt . 

In Psalm 102 17 we r in<_l l>'')Yuscd to mean dostit.ut-t• 01· 

-.. • • i , .. ·, aml final1 ~· p, 01· . I <'Vil. i cus :-,r, : 21; f'f . uses t he 

verb 11J> to n can "il'lJ)Ovc1•isJ1<· rl" ( 1,or 1•.,:>• Psaln ]On; 

::lll:1 14 uses ;,:> ~n which is a ver y clo uhtfn) cxprt' ~s1 on and 

uses pc,1> :r: i~l , P,\tcr.;1n1 cln:11,. to be a very c!oub tful (' Xpros­

s .ion bo~h as t.o r.,caninr. an cl orl .c;l n , amt hold s that it 11ro lJO b l , 



CHAPI'ER II. 

IIOSPI'f ALITY • 

•charity, ~erived rroa tbe Latin •ea.ritas• is the displ-7 

or love and synipat-by by man to•ard.s man.• (K.:(oh ler--BUC and 

Other Addre-.~rns) • Vith thiB definit. ton in mind, it may be said 

that hospitAl ity was tle expro s s 1on or chnrity by early manldnd. 

In the pr iaaitive s t.ago or civilization t here we1·e no class1r1-

catiene or ricb ancl poor---tile c lan was in t!ve ry sense a unit. 

e,·c, r y ,ncmlx-- r or lfhir.h shnr e ,talil<c , both in timo or wealth or a.n 

n~c,t . This c l an or 1rc ns was ro11ntl.od on kins h1rt an-l coul4 be 

AUf!1ttentetl b y covon1tnt • The o tan iroYerned evc ryphase or 1 ire­

it r e,rulntP.<l !lroper ty r1 r hts, r e lip;ion, marri,lgc--am was the 

14tf!a l ent1t,,. 

1''r o111 the nook or Jud••cq , .c can sec that tho Israelites ha<l 

advancctl co nq1,l'ir r a hl r f ron tho prlmtt. lve st.age , ,·e t tltey still 

hacl n1:u1 , or t he i mi t. H~•·tion<J of e nrl y life . The tr:.us i tlon from 

tho noroa clir. t o an a ,..,,.tcul t urn l 1 if<• Ylllde •ery important alter-

a t,ions in t '1c ir ma ka-up. Land near the Tillage belonged t o a 

raMil :- in the cotalUlity, while •••• &t • il•tanoe was g iven out 

l>y lots in ortlor to maint.n Ln a s t. antla r rt of equal ity (Kwnl,er s 32, 

11 , an-l :ir. ; Joshua 1~ to H) incl• ard 22). Buhl in t he Alrer­

tCt\n Journal or Thcol or 1 • ( Vol. r . P• 731 rr .) writes that it ia 

s' i.11 t hf' cuatom in Pal'.!stinc t o cast lot• annually f'<r the 

var inus t'iel•ls of the village , which are t e lte ti.lied by the 

vil l a {!ers. In this manner Ile accounts for the ex1,ression •to 

cast lots with• in J e r cminh. 



e. 

With such a comlTllnity or goods within the trtbe or clan, 

t here was no need ror charity among themselTea; every man had 

his ~ ound to rarru, let"iratc marrtn,re tool, care or th! widow, 

'>r she nsii_?ht have land or her own, as d1.d Naomi; the clan 

r er-aricd minors as its property. 

HoeJ1ita lity b c ,rins to function when the nrml1e r or a clan 

happe nR to le a\fay from hiR o.rn ~ruur. Even thou(!), he Jave hi• 

Olftl pt'o,~1Rions, he mi c-llt at any t.1100 be in dan . r or in e ant . 

It iR w j th this cons1<lnr nt1nn Un t hosp1tt1 l it.~· be r-JnR to aRRume 

a h1~7 tm1,ortant si1?11iftcance , and is well kno,m amon;r the 

Senites . The Arab orror'i bread a n-l salt, af te r wl1ich the partieg 

who ha,·c cnten the reof a r e tiac r,•d to one another f or t wo days 

an<l :\ ni,'!ht ( : t:i r {:OliOttth). 

The e a rly Behrcwq "ere hy no re;.ihs • 1r·rerent t'rum t heir 

net ,,.hhor s " lt.h re 1•n.rt1 to hos!'ital i t: . They b ot h rece ive d and 

"'ave of it to fell ow- Hebre w'> , for ci r.:ners , am. !Jro•,e l ytes . The 

wrltc r 'i or Jud~s , Sn,riucl , a l'II the llexotc11ch emphas17.e it, a s 

t'ol l omi 1 

Gen. 18 Abr aham e nte rtainR the an,:;ele. 

C.en . rn,:1-10 Lot r PcP.lve r; ttcm "hlle the men or Sodom threaten 

to ~o them viol ence . 

Gen. '?4:17-:?0 & :11-:J:J. Rebeccn gives wate r to Elt.eza r aml his 

camel~, 'While Laban br1.np:s t hem home. 

Gen. 43 : ~2 & 4A: :14 Jacob and hts rulli.l y are well received upon 

conding to Ecypt . 



F.xodus ~t20 Jethro receives llose s when he is in t'lie,tt. 

Joshu1t 2 11~22 llahab not only receives the spies, but shows 

re gar4 for thei r aarety by hiding them. 

JUd,r!Os0:13-20 Gideon s u pplies t he angel •1th rood and drink. 

Judres 13: 1.1 HanonJ1 wishes to supply his heavenly me sse nger 

with tood. 

I• Samuel ~ : 22 Samuel entertains Saul. 

,,, . 

I• Samuel 2111-0. Dav id when in t'light is r eceived. by .lhireleoh, 

the pries t or Mob, who not only cares ror bin but 

eYe n goes ao rar as to g1 ve h1A of Ue eaored 

■bow-bread. 

1. Sarucl ~~ s:t & 27t~ DaYid is ente rtained ancl a 1ded by the 

king or Moab arut the King or Gath. 

I. Samrel 28:21-25 The witch or End.or compe ls Saul to eat roo~ 

when he wiRhe■ to corsnunicate with Samuc 1. 

11• Samuel 9 :1-13 Dav id takes Ishbnal in his house. 

II. Samuel 17s 27 ~ 19 s 32 Shobi and Barz ill ai brin~ food to 

l)·,v1d when he f lees froao Absalom. 

1. Kinf!S 1:l :11- 22 "The ol<t Jlrophct of Det hel" in his eRgerness 
t o orrer hospitality to t he man or God, even 11-a 
to hi111 to incluce hinl to stay . 

I• Kings 171!) The widow or Zarepbath ,riYes Elijah oil anl f'lour. 

I. Kings 18 :4 Obactiab hid one hWtclred prophets aul fed them. 

II. Kinl;9 4t8 The Shunarnite woman ar:-11n~es a re gular room 

for Elijah. 

11. Kinre 4:42 A man from Baal-shali~ha brings t'ood to 

sus tain the group of prophets. 



ffeheruah 1h18 lfehemiah bad one hundred an4 t11'ty gueata at hi■ 

table when he served as gove rnor. 

Job 31t17 11o■pitality (apecU-.ic, oaae■ ) 1■ ola.111e4 1,y Job as 

one or bis ..-t rt11ea. 

The r e are one or two definite eX&lllples in the Bible ot 

cases where hospitl\lity has not b een kept sacred.. One c l ear 

c ase or t '•is is round in Judges Claaptera IV and V. Here we 

r ead that Jael r.;ives SiserA f6ed and etrikeR hill down while 

drinking , while in chapter I V, the older ..-ersion, we tind her 

r epresented as killing him while as1 eep. There is no doubt tllat 

thi~ is a flagrant example or Tiolating the sanctity of hospi­

tality , and why she is praised so highly in the song or Deb­

orah is ama7.ing , wiless it is thou~ 1t that rid.din~ a peo11le 

or its enemy at any oo■t 1!'4 h<>11or able . 

From the above it. i s ev-ident that hospitality was accorded 

t o anyone but wn s extenre d especially to those who were in some 

manner connected with the deity, such as a prophet, angel , etc. 

The r eferences exte nil from the earliest ~ourcc s to later times 

shotr i n~ that even wren the people became more civilized, this 

me:in"f of chnri t~· din not cease al tor-ether but mer e ly became 

lesR 1mr or tnnt . 

One or the im!'nrtant features br ourrht out b y these r e"' r­

enccs 1s t hat the favor was not to the one receiTing the hospi ­

tality hut rather to t i~ donor thereof' . Note how ea ~er Abraham 

was that the anr.els partal.:e or fool\, how the witah or Endor 

pressecl Saul to e~t; or cons ider the case or the prophet of 



Bethel. The reason ror this supplies us rttb the underlyi.Qg 

motive for hospitality in ancient times, Tiz., that this aot 

implied the ancient obaraoter or entering into a covenant, 

whetber it was a covenant with a prophet or with an angel, 

am. throu,th them with God. Uence the Arabio rite or welcoming 

~st,s with bread nnd salt, t ereb:, maldn,:- the recipient a 

temporary member or the gene ancl thereby inviolate . 

Hospitality wa s meted out in the following mamer. One 

met the guest, provided wate r for the feet, rest, food, ctri nk, 

bouaing anl r e erling rer the animals aa well as lodp;i ng for 

the night. The guest wa s in•iolate (Gen~sis 19:8; JUd.n:es 101 22) 

a nd no r canunor ation wn s acce pted, but it was not infre quent to 

offer ,rif ts, which we re r e c e ived (Job 42sll; eenes is 4:lsll & 24153). 

u ment.ionctt before, the man of God was the eapeciall '1 

favored r eci pi e n t or ho•pitality , as it was t hou~1 t especially 

dei'lirable to ~ Jee a cove nant with him a ntl t~et'er• with God. 

While tl1P priest had his re gul a r share of the sncrif ices anct 

oracles , t he prophet had ne ither, with the e xception or Samuel 

who r ec e i ved payment for r eadinc: the oracJ p, . He nce the pro­

r e •,s i onal prophe t lived , to a ~r c a t part if not al t o~ t ••er, on 

chart.t y r eceived in t he form of hos pita l ity (Jud~ s 18 -- the 

Levite at t he house of tJicah) 

It la f!Uite cvi1lent that uncl c rl )·in~ the practice or 

bo9pitality ther e i s a rlefin1te theologi c a l motive and bearing. 

The r e is t he r efrai n, "H<'neruoo r t.l!at thou wast a stran~ r 1n the 



10. 

land of' Rgypt•, rtmning througJa t.he Bible many times to ur{J' tbe 

proper treat■ent of the •stranger within thy gat e s•. It is a 

mennR of earning Divine ravor to treat the s trange r properly. 

A.nrt. furtlaraore, as has been stated before, it was especially 

prized to be able to extend hos pitality to the s taanger, for 

t hrough it and throur,1 the pftopbet or angel, the DiTine coverant 

was made ce r t.a l n. 

or e1ual importance 1• the humanita1'1an naotiTe 1.mpl led 

by thi s practice. The roo t s•re and travel-worn iti ne r ant, 

espee1all~· ~ot nr throuc;h the desert, evokes a,.pathy . Not 

only were hwnan bc i n,::s cared for, but animals as well. 

The i dcn or mutual protection was a pote nt factor i n the 

practice er hospi talit~, ancl rw e s i l>l. y l'D(ly have been the r eal 

• 3 n tl vital mot,t ve lfhi c h b r o ugJ, t it torth. Protec tion to the man 

t emi,orarily al,•.cnt r r o 111 hi~ t ribal ,rroup was all impor tant. 

The wri te r of De ut<- ronomy 23 never fo r g ot nor r o r 1a ve the Ammonite s 

or the !doabites because t hey fall ed t o offe r hospito.lit " to the 

I s r nol ites when tle y cnrne r or th f r om Hgypt and employed Balaam 

to cur se t_.. Th is pr acti ce was t he s alvatlon of the trave ller, 

f or ,,t t ho11t 1t he s t ood litt l e cha nce or e ve r r eturni ng to his 

o" n {!TOUP • I t waq so wel l r ecognized that we can 11lmo■t say that 

hospttality qtations were establiRJ~d between Egypt and Palestine 

wl-e r e th<' rnvell er was pr ovided t!or. (Deut. 2 t27 & 28 ; Gen•-t.~: 21). 

( ~xo1h111 4: ~ ; Utunl>ers 20 ; Hl ; J er emiah Os 2 • ) All or this 1.ndicatea 

that t ile id~a of sel f and mut ual pr otect ion 1ras a ,o-eat f'orce 

in t he matter of' J1os 1>1tRl tty . 



11. 

It may also be ment ioned that one ot the firer feature a of 

anc~•-' boapitality lay 1n the elevation that the donor ex1~r­

ienced in the act. This tine reeling, tbou,ti not necessarily 

mot1.vat1nl! the practice, has b~en lost to a great degree b1 our 

modern a ge . The not ion of a mutual e levation participated in 

by the g1Ter and. the r ecipie nt, is most beaut1ru1 am prai■e­

worthy. 

But hospitality was not to remain in practice indefinitely. 

In the oodes, we s ee l e~al measure■ of relier which soon super­

s eded the general practice of hos pitality. This naturally im­

plies c lass divii1ions and the rise or the de pendent eleaent in 

8001P.t1• 



CRAPTGR III. 

THB CODBSe 

12. 

The :rreat keynote of the Deuteronomic l egislation tor the 

poor a ppears in Chapter 15:11 ; •For the poor will neTer cease 

out ot the land. Therefore I command thee , saying , Thou shalt 

open w1cle thy hantl unt o thy bro.her, t o t laJ ne edy , and to thy 

poor in t hy lancl". This ccarly indicates that Ue author or 
Deut eronomy i s not concernccl wit11 Messfanie hopes, etc., but he 

rather i s res1'rnc<l to the rlivisions or soci e ty into rich and 

poor, and he , t he first pr i mitlTe p■ycholo;dat, con■itters t hese 

divisio ns .-:is both nat ura l an.l per manent . Hence tlte e labora te 

l e l!al mcaeures f ound in hiR code • I n o r clo r to bette r r e ultze 

what motivated the Deuto r onomtst in s e ttinp tlown the ma■s or laffs 

with whic h we are co ncer ne d , it is nece s s ary t o consider the 

hiHt:ory or the pe riod. 

The prtmH ive st1· uc ture or s ociety hos passed and with it 

hos pital i t y ha s b.-c n &UJle r scdctl . In contradistinction to thu 

s tat + r arfnirs , ,re Jeno" that i n the b Cf!inning or the l ife or 

our pe o}ll el as f armer s , t here wer e no class diviqi()ns , for we 

r ecal l t hat Boaz wor ked wi th his ser vant s, o.nd Sa ul, C\"eD when 

he had be come k i n,; , worke d i n the fie l d ·, • Nearly eve ryone had 

hiA o,m plot or grom1-d, llrYl if the stor )· of Elie?.e r in Genesis 24 

c a n b" t.a lcen a e a n 1nd 1.cation or the spirit or the times, it 

wnul rl s~e m tha. t the very re,, ela,..es that did exist occupied a 
t.he 

very high position of r espect il, famil y l ire to which tll97 belonged. 
A 
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It is only natural that when tit Hebrwa took o-ver the land 

or Canaan,t~y would absor• the Canaan.1.Cisb habits or life aa 

well. Fro111 the earliP.st times we know that the term "Canaardte• 

has meant • trader", and Ua t the Canaanite towns were enpase• · tn 

col'lll'llerce t on very great de{!Tec. From Hosea 1218 we see that it 

was not t err long bctore Israel took up this profession alse. 

Berri.ming w1.th Solor.ion, the kings or the land began t o 

look out tor the proper kind or harbors, to compe t e rlth ti~ 

Tyt•ianR f qr commerce. The ract that large e s tates were rormed 

am ..,~t~area held indicatey a ~r eat 4eal and tells us that 

weal th w:u:i be inc accumulatetl, and the c l ass diviR1ons we re 

set tinr in. lfhen we actually delve into the reign of Solomon, 

a love or luxury , the rise ci- cities, t he importation of 

s killed laborers, anrl oomnrrce present thcmsc lV"cs . It :is need-

1 e ss t o s tate tha t poverty \fOS i nevitable . Tbe simplicity or 
the former life !q p;one f 1)r e vc r. Solomon imports luxuries and 

splcncUd thin!"'s r ur the court ror wbich lie eannot pa:,; in I.King s 

20 134 we find Ahab gi.Tini· haza.rs in the f a irs nt Damnscus. 

This luxurious tendency was most vigorously o pposed by 

the prophets who really give us most of our infornntion about 

t his peri od . The Re chabites "ere t1g ht1n~ for a return to the 

e:trl ie r mocle of life antl for t he dcRer t-like code which gove rne d 

t he I s r a nli t c s wi th the greate st simplicity . (Jeremiah 31$: 2-10 

nn,1 II ranrs 10:l!l) • 



Amoa sheds great light upon tb1e subject and upon the 

extent or the eYil practices of the times when he s ays (218-'7) 

"Bec aus e they sold u,e r1r.hteous t'or ail ver IUl the poor for a 

lla i r of s hoes f they pant arter the duAt or the earth on the baad 

or t he poor cud turn aside the •1ay or the meek.• (8s4-6) •ye 

that swa 11 ow up t he nccrty and r::1Ake the poor of t he lard tail, 

.s(lyi ng s ' Vl1en will the new moon be gone that we may ■ell corn, 

~nd the Sabl:ia th that we may ■et rorth wheatt', making the epbab 

small and the shel,el great 1md f a lsiry1n~ the balances bydecett, 

that we may buy the poor f o r Rilvcr a nd the needy for a pair of 

shoes ; yea, a ncl even sell the rcrus c or the whe at. • (15: 11, 12) 

" Your tr<-'a.din- i s upon the poor vi · ~ • , r.:, · ·,-. :-,, _..,, · il >urdens 

or wh <'1t t - - -~ 1. • t.tu·r :l!->'l•' • the ponr- i n the gate of justsce". 

( C ; '.1- r,) 1tye thnt l ie upon hc ds or iv or y a !lfl r:.t1•01.c h themseJ vea 

o u t u on their couche s a nd e a t t he l amlJS ou t of the fl ock and 

the ca) ,•~R out of t l~ t11c' ., 1. of tJ1.· a t oll, t hat sin.r.; irlJc Ron~ 

to the souml of the vio l anrt ,levi sc fot• then1s c lvcs i nat ruments 

o r Music liJ.:P. Da vid; that d rink w1ne in howl r. anl ano1nt the~ 

s c l · t"'s witl , the chiPf o1nt.r,cn t fl 11
• (41 1) "Hear ye kine or 

J?tiRha n thn t nre i n tlJc nmmtu i ns of Samaria , ,rho oppre ss the 

poor , c r11Rh t he m•ecly , a n41 s ay un t o their l nrrl s , 'Come l ot us 

pr1.nl<". 

About t.his •, rune time or possi bly a. Ut,tlc later, Ho■ea says 

of I s rae l ( l ,, : 7 ) : " He is a roo rcliant , t h t' bnlstnrR s or 1lncc>it are 

in his harxls , he 1 oveth to opprc>Hs ". 



us. 

Micah, • half century late t• , has • rew choice co m.pl imenta 

for Israel. (3: !:!-:l) " You hate the go od and lo"'e the e~il; who 
their 

pluc lc off tuAslcin froM orr t he m a nd their f lesh from orr their 

hones; who eat the fl esh of my peo }•lc and rlay the ir skin erom 

ofr them a ml break the ir bones am chop them i n Jli.e c Pe as for 

1.1-<> po t , aml as flesh wi t hi h the c a1dron". ( 2 : 1- 2 ) " They 

cov e t fie l ets a nd ta.Jee t h em b y vio l c-nc c ; a nrt houses , a.rd take 

t h c-m n ra y ; the Y oppr e s s o nn n an cl hie h ouse , e ve n a man and 

hiR h c r itn,::;e". This l ns t c on:rnent 1mts o ne 1.n n i ntl of Isaiah f\ : 8 - J o. 

I s a inl, l i\•ccl in J e rusa.l cn d uri ~ t he c i ,#1tJ1 c entury a nd Id s commen t s 

i nc-11 c ate no cJtan; e in t he l i fe of t he Isra~l it,e s • But in the 

•omnlt" n t. r. : 8 -l O we r e Ml • Woe unto the m t lm t join J,ous e unto 

hotuu• , that 1B Y f if'! l d u n t,n f i«')cl t i ll the r e be no pl a c e , t hat 

the y mn y t ,e pl n cea a l nne i n t h<> ntirl s t of the c arl,h 11
• This 1e a 

very set' '.! ouR r o l t e r , b ecause t he ve r y 1 u ·e o r the m tion "as 

bound u p ,Yi I h th fro<: ho] din ;- of the land, f or a s Bu hl writ<> s 

( Socin l e n Vcrha c l t ,1j•;nP der l s r 11e l i te11 1,.4~ , 46): " Only t he 

l o nc1ownc> r s " e r e f u ll c i t i z e ns a nl t he patc l'tn l e s t ute wa s no t 

to b e al icnott'id ". Th i s wa s t he hasis of the wh ol e Nahoth 

i nc i rl <'n t , ttnr he wou l d not sell h:l A pntrtmony , •aying , "l'be 

I.or<l f orb i d i t. me t hat I s h ould t::iYC t he i nJ1c r i l.anc c or my 

f a tltc r !l unto tre e " . (I.Ki n::s ~1 ::lff . ) Isaiah conti nu e s 

( 10 1 ?. ) " iroe un to t l,cni t.ha t i s ..,~ unr i ~1 t.cous de c r ee s an <l who 

wr i 1 e f!J' L<'v nusn c s s nlli c h t J,c :1• have pre s c ribed; to t urn aside 

the n c t•cl y r ro1, Judr,tie11t , and to t a ke a wa y the rig ht from the 

poor of My peo ple , that wido\fs may be t heir pr ey 1111• that they 



r:tay rob the fathe rless". (3::? : G,7) "To utter en-or against the 

Lttrd, to mat«' empty ttac s oul of the hungry, and he will cause 

the drink or the thirst~· to foil. The instr~nts also of' the 

churl a rc cvU I he devtseth wicJ~d devices to destroy the Jl()or 

"1 t.h l yin~ worcls <.''\'Cn nhc h the need y s pcalceth rirf1 t" . (3 t 14-17) 

"The Lor<l will P.ht.Pr into judt;ment w1.th the nncirnts of 11s 

riconlc atTl with the pri.nr.f's ttercof; ror you have eaten u p the 

vin•'~nr <l ; the spoil ot tte poor is in our houa~s . What JT!Con r• 
that ron be:1t111r r,copl c to tti"c(• s a ml gl"ind. the fa oee of the poor? 

sa1th the Lorrt, Gnd or host&•" He pl ond,; for n new course of 

nc .inn (1;17, '1:l) "Cease to do evil, 1<.'orn to do wel l, aeek 

j lldf'1Jl(' nt , r•'Ut!ve the o ppt"C'ss <.'cl , juct ~c the fathe rl<' s s , plead 

f' or the ,,1,tn,, . Your 1wl ·,r cs do not ju1l !-C tlw r nth<'rlcss". 

( 14 ,-10 , 1'.? ) "The fir,;t- h ("lrn or t he poor elu~ll f r.<!tl , anl the neccl y 

!ihnll lie rlom in R[1ret, y" (11 :4- 5) " But rlth r i r J,t<>ous 1-css he 

shnl l Jud -c the poor, nml r epro" c \f itli e rrui ty for the mee k of 

t h e ear t h"• 

~rerPmiall , writ.Jnr in t he sc,·c nt h ccnt,ur·y , ■hows that the 

J 1 r~ of the 1Iebre1,e ha<l not chan ('{'d a great de nl from that of 

th<' pr evious r ent, u r ··• Amo nr, the vn r ious atroc itie s h e pictures 

ri r<> (7 : r.) " I f Y(' o :,nt~ ss not t,J,e Rtr :in l'C't' , the fatherle s s , a1Yl 

t.hc- rlrt ow" . ( r, : ::?8 ) "Tho:r ju,1:rc not 1,J,e caus<> of the fathe r-

) css nncl t hr• right of the needy t hey do not judr~ " • Just 

be for<' the fall of Jc rusnlc> r he nci1nonishc-s the people ( 22: :1 1 16) 

•no not v iol cnc<> to the ■tranr.ct· , the «l t ie rlc s s , and t he widow. 

Thy father juct ,red the cause of the poor and tte ne(idy, then U 
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was well. But thine eyes and thy heart are but for thy coTct­

ousness ---nnd for thy oppres sion aDl for Tiole nce•. 

At the beginninr• or Ezekiel, we fincl him speolcint~ in much 

the s ame "ay. (45t9; 22s7; 22112,29; 18t7-17) •nemoTe violenee 

and spoil, take away your exactions from my 11eop1c•. • He hath 

ri.Ten his brond to the hungry an.d bath covered the naked with 

hi A garment; he bath not given forth upon usury•. Zachariah 

( 7 i !l, l O) • Op pre Rs not the s tro.n,ger, nor Ue widow, nor the 

fatherless, nor the poor". Malnc ha i (31'~ & 2t10 ) •naTe we 

not all one fa tie rt Hath not one God cren t,ed us? W'hy do we 

deal treacbe rousl y one nan a ,;ainst his brother, by prof'aning 

the c ove nant of our fathe r s ,• "Am I will como near lo you 

to do jwigment: am I will be a swift witne ss a gainst the 

sorce r e r s and ar,-Rinst the adultc r t•rs, and a gainHt fals e-awearers, 

and n.:;a.im• t those that oppre ss tJ~ hirelint?: in his wages, the 

,Jidow, the ratherlei;s, am those uho turn aside the strnn~ r 

from MR r i ght, amt f ear not, ~Je , ea1 th ti~ Lor<l or llosts • • 

The nbo,C> c xce rpts from the messn ,;es of the prophet• cast 

a stron~ lirl :t upon prcn ·ale nt conditions. The y ••ow that a class 

d ivis ion had become an actuality; that the pro11hets, in tak1ng 

the sitle of the poor, wishe d to arouse tie old virtue s of their 

former simpl c life atl& to br'lnf' back the pure worship and the 

pure moral code whic h was r1rncticed in the early days. They 

wc t·c not able to realize tlat the evil s of which tla•J SllOke 

"ere only inevitable when clRsaes rr rich ar¥l poor tiTU• up 

society. There is always the tendency ui 11.f'e to look upon 
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the paet and wish ror the • good old daye•, regardle■a of' whether 

these days were pod or bad. The so.me seems to appl7 1n thi■ 

case, f'or the prophets did not realize that the wouhip or tbtt.r 

day wu b y rar the leaa bad and the leas impure or tbe two. They 

must be ,;1,.cn full erod-it ror seeing that the evils fit' which 

they comrla1ned were bound to bring the IIGlffltall fl their ■tate. 

The inot1T"es which ins11ir ed t lle great literary prorhets to 

accom11l ish or at least to try to o.ccomplilih a chonJ:;e in treat­

eent or the poor we re er t he Yc ry h1; J1cst . In nry, O}Jinion the 

r;reuteRt amJ most nohle key-note struclc· by all of the prophets 

was on the subject or Juatice . lfben Jerem1nh ( 12tl) calls 

out •Absolut.<' l y r i1hteoue nr t Thou, O God", when he considers 

the lot or the pour ant ho" the wiclced apparently pros1,cr, be 

rPachc s magnificent heir l,tR. Aa a group, the prophet& were 

rnot J vnt.ed b~ just.ice , tre y wanted a fair am equi table treatment 

,nvcn to the poor , arrl in r i{!hteotw indirnation the y utte red 

their protc Rte . From tile Jllassa ~c-s U'tecl, it is qui te eTident 

that hwnanitarian motives stirt-ed theJU to the very roots or 

tlleir being. 

The r e is no d oubt t.ln t. concl11.i ons or the countl'y were .,..17 

bad am were r api&ly a 1,proncl1ing a cris j s at about the seventh 

c<>ntury . The beat pr oof of t hiR i s the tact that, in addition 

to the pr ophe tic protests , the neut<'rono11ic Code car:ie into 

bej ni• about this time . The c ontj nuc<l re-iteration all r epetition 

or the propl,ets time artc r time showed that the problea or the 

poor am ho" to deal "1th then must have been before the public 



mind constantly . For t he ti.rat time, our peOJ)le bad. a .ery 

definite and consider able charity problem on it• hands to race·. 

The problem was acute and the next step wa• a co&i.t'ication ot 

this demand for Justice for the poor, for a cessation of oppress­

ion of the weak and the needy, for fair dealings which "oulcl attempt 

at least to res t ore a portion of tie former e~uality, and t o 

provide for the poor by l cr-e,l pressure upon the rich. Thia is 

the purpose or t he Deute ronomic code, published during the 

11.fe of Jeremiah -- 62l. 

oeutcronomy, the great monument of the seventh eentury,1■ 

the fullest aml most complete r ecognition of' the dependen t to 

be found 1n the Dible. With tl-e true prophetic spirit we find 

the wi(low, the orrhan, the stranger, and the poor all enumer-

o..ted am treated. I n neu t . 10s18 we l ea.rn tha. t •cod is the 

ma.J,er of Justice for t he fat.11crle ss am the 1fid ow, and lo..-etb 

the s tranger in r iving him food nnd raiment"• In t he ver y nex t 

Terse the author or oeuta ronom, requir es the Jew to be lind to 

the str an~e r because tlmy have bee n in hia pl ace whe n i n Egypt . 

In oeut . 11:12 i t i s shotm thot the lanl belongs to Ue l,erd; 

Be ther ef or e has the ri~t to diet.ate 11bo s hall partake of the 

produce . He r e, t'or the fir~t tine, we must enterta in a new phase 

of e hnr1•7• na.Jllelr that it was no longer a matte r or free will, 

1t was no lonr c r an ac 1, that one mir,ltt perform d might not, as 

ple ased: n ow chnri t~• is commanded b y l aw; itbecaJDe binding upon 

all members of the corvnunity am it became an obli~ tion which 

rlc vol Ted upon every pers on. 

L 
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One of the most characteristic features of' the claarity laws 

is the interdiction or various thing• by means of the •taboo• 

ordinance s. Certaill privileges are fcrbidden to one group and. are 

permitted to another. The spirit of tl-e protlbet& whicb inspirecl 

this whole work was to giYe as much as pos sible to the needy. Bence 

when the owner of certain products was forbidden to ake use ot 

n certain commodity, they 111i1_1;ht M given to the pr~sts , to tile poor, 

or a1,portioned t o anyone who miglrt be in dire eircumstoncee at the 

moment --- or in cer tain cases t lay might bn l c rt unused altogetmr. 

At t his time ,re mus t deal very bri e fly rttb a ne" class of 

the poor which the oeut e ronomic code, itsel f , created, and for whom 

it necessarily had to provide, muncl ~1 the priest•• According to 

Deutcronom, , all wors bir &ad sacr ificing bad to be conducted at the 

central sanctuary in J erusalem. This meant that the priests &f tbe 

high places" wore no longer pcrmittl•d to oN'iciatc there (at these 

hir;h p l aces) am " ere the rcforP t,o be denied their usual s hare of 

e'\"cry slaul!ht,ered animal, which portion formerl y was their rennm­

oration for performin p; the r ites connected with the sacrifice. In 

sJ,ort , a whole c l ass or pri.usLs ..._ le~ielated out of existence, 

e.Jl(l whnt was mo1•c important for tbea, their su11ply of rood was 

take n from t llem. They had one of two things l e ft open to them, They 

could eithe r c ome t o the Templ e in Jerus alem and tlmre share in 

its runctions , or t bley could be sup11ort.ed b y the charity of their 

own tl i s trict . It s eems t.hat the former privil ege must la'f'e ~en 

denied to them or at least made so very unpleasant that they could 

not take advanta~ of it, for in I I. Kings ~3s9 we read wNfferthe-
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less the pries ts of the high places came not up to the al tar of' 

the Lord in Jerusalem, but they did eat fir the unlenvened bread 

arnoni; theta bre thren•• It is also reasonable I,(, ••PPo•e that e-.en 

it' conditions a t the Templ e in JerusaJem ~all •een 14eal, all the 

priests of' the land who had ministe red at the high plnces could 

not haTe been ~iT"en a part 1n the one Sllllctuary in Jerus alem. 
the 

Uithout doubt, this i s one motive rorAlo g1Rlat,1on ef the 

charity latfS, namely the provision of a lil'elihood for this gt,oup 

of men whose oceupatio n Deuteronomy had removed. One means of' 

such provision w:u, throut:')1 the various ra.rni.f'icn t.iona or the ■everal 

taboo laws. 

A brief ■urvey of tho various code s to be treated may 

prove helpful in unders tand.J n,:r the dcvelo11rient of the l'&rioue 

laws which tle y promulga te . They Lll present d1.1'fc r ent •iewe 

on the proMem of charity. The earl1Pst, the Book oe the cosen-

a.nt, even thuu r".11 writte n in the proJ1l1e tic l!llnticr, is still quite 

crucle. It deal s with the l irni tat ions or slave r y , the laws concern­

in~ the s,.vcntb year, carinl! for the stranre r a.n<l t he pocr • About 

one hundred a nd fif'tI :veare af'ter tlc Book or the Cove nant, Deuter­

onomy was "fou,,.", it is the moe1, h irhly developed syste m of ,oor 

relief' of all or any ancie nt code•• It contains a l aw of slaTory, 

the trie nnial tithe for the poor, tl1e seventh year ae a remis-

sion of d.chts, the law or g l eo.ninr s, antl the la•s of' inte rest 

an.I pl f'cl !"CR• Den this cone was no lont;er obse rved, the UoliJless 

Code r egulated the Sabha tical year, slaves, the g leanings and the 

corncrR or tic f:ie ldR. Ezekiel is next in line, with a plan to 
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solTe tlte entire matter b~• an equal distribution et all 1~ 

by elans, thus eliminating all poverty. He therefore bas no 

laws of charity at all, .. this is the attitude or the Prie■Uy 

code, written alteut ,50. In it, all the charity which was form-

erly ¢.•en oYer to the poor is now diYerted to tbe priestly olaa■ • 

There was only one r<)gt1lation tor tie poor, ard that was aet 

rorth in the Jubilee, which pro•i<led that the clan was •• reta1-n 

it■ land roMTer and no ramily was to become permanently impoTer­

ished. This law or the Jubilee was probably neTer put into )lltactice, 

an,1 was all theoretical legislation. In the period at'ter the 

Jubilee, the poor were t aken care of by the last atep of oharity 

work, namely b y almsp;iving, and not~ legal r e gul a tions, aince 

Deuteronomy waa not applicahle to a peopl e without their own 

homeland. 

A tY'Jlicn ! e xampl e or tile taboo law appears in certain 

s acrific1aJ f easts , shou i np how in certain t.hine;s , pri•ate own­

e r s hip was abolished , how anyone might shor e witJ1 the owner, 

himsel f , on equal t erms . In Beut. 10:11,14, we r ead "And thou 

sl10.lt r e joice before the Lor1t, thy God , t hou and thy s on, and 

t h y ,t aU/ h t er, nnrl thy marn:H•rvant, and th • rnaidsenant, and t he 

Levit,c t.ltat. is within thy t!Jltes, and t he strnn~c r, and th e ra,oor­

lcss , and the wido,, that are &JT1011r.: you i.n the place whic h the 

Lord, t hy God , hath chose n to place Bis n~me the re"• The fe st­

iTale are t hen e nume1·ated , a nd it is expressJ y statecl that on 

the Feas t s of ·raher nacJ P.s an!l :•eeks , all are to take part , 

namel y the Le'\"it~ , str an ,,cr , r a t 1 e rless, arnl ,ndow t Of,!'c tlll9r with 

the ramil~· of the o"n cr in J ~r u~:-ilem. Still later, the Priestly 
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Code (exodus l:-?t4:l-49) extends this law to include •aseoTer, 

addinr. t hat only the ciroumci zed. ~1 partake. Sacrifices llight 

l>e consumed b y the donoi· (Leviticus 17), b y the person orrering 

them (-'eut. 14:~2), or b y the priests (Leviticus 2 t:J ; 7:30), or 

burne <-l up entire l y as indicated b y Levi.icua Cha pter 1. 

Many scholars t.h i nl, that t he lnw of taboo concernint the 

c orncrR of the rieldH i R not,hi nr mor e tl ,an a hwnanitarian ellj .. t­

ment or the cor.unou l a\f of man _ ancif'n t peopl es to leave a little 

ror the ~od or r ,wt.H:it ·• However , the Uolin<>HH Code rrovides 

t hat a fi cl tl shoul r' ne,·e r be com11l1 tcly r eapud , b ut t.hat a little 

muR1, he l <-ft st.an,l1ng in tho cor ne r s or t i ~ field t o be e n Joyed 

by t, t,e stranr-cr alvl t. !rc poor (Le ,•.iticus 10 : 0 · 23 : 22). 

I 

Quite simi l:u· to the nhoYe , is tile law re ,rarcUnf! the g l eanin~s 

or I. he r i..--1 l . These mi d it, n ot, be corcfully irarnc r ed , and anything 

IYhicll rel l had to be lef t for t he poor a ml the stran, er • Doth 

t he pa •;snr cs ahrl'; c r e f <- r to this custom . ilut in Deuter onomy 241 19 - 22 

t. he la1t r eads " Uhe n thou cutt,•s il do,m thy harvest in thy riel rl 

nnd hast for ottert shear i n tl1c f .ield, t hou shalt not go again to 

fetch it.; i t s ha)] be f n r• the str an:ier, ro1· tlle f a the r less and the 

"iclo" ; ul1cn t hou hen t c- Rt thy ol j vc t,·ce , thou s hal t not (!1) over 

the. bou i:-hs a l!ain , it slrnll he fo r the ~tra nrer, for the fat.heP­

l ess and t.Jrn wid••• h'hen thou , al l l<' t•cst. tl,e c ra pes or I ll \ Tine­

,·a1•,1, t l,011 Ahalt n ot g l en. ti it af f,<'r1,arrl, it shal l be ror the 

st1~a.n r e r, t !1c f a t.h · rl esi; ::ud the wido,1 "• UCUtt'rnnouy 23 : 24,85 

is still ■ore f!C n~rotis " · .. 1e n t hou co ne st into thy neip:hbor' s 



24. 

vine ;\•ard, then tbou mnyc '. t c a t g1•apee t o thy fill at thine own 

ricnsuro; but thou ma)~&t not put any in thy Tessel. \Then thou 

comest into the stanl.tlig corn or t h y neighbor, the n thou mayest 

p luck tl1e en.rs · with thy hand, but thou ••.it not ■oTe a sickle 

un to t hy ncigtibor' s ,; tandin1! co1•n". Duhl ( Sociale Verhae l t -

niase ---P • l 05) writes that th ia ie not mert~l~· a t aboo law, 

bllt r 3thf' r a r nmnnnt of c ormn .. nn l O\fncr s h ip wh lch ordered t hat 

an:·unc mll!ltt. shor~ in the 11r od uce or t h e l and. n uth 2 : 2-18 

l?ivc s a n <-Xe" t1onn1 exn 111r J c of kintlr><?s s r clatJvc to t he la• of 

r J c:rn in•F i n that Do i\?. r i \'"'Cs h e r some of the r eBpccl bar l ey i n 

a <ld l tion to t he ~l c :1ni11,..s to whi ch s h <- wa.s rj 0 htfull y entitl ed 

Tho ntixt t a boo law t o he cu nsicler cd i s ·u1t of the tithe . 

De ut. 14: ~'?- 27 e :-cacts the annual ti1.hc which is t o be eaten in 

Jeru~n l <·n: wi t l1 t he Le,· itcs as we ll as with the ftUlli l y or the ewner. 

rn a <lclit. i•>n t.o t. his , neut, . 14 ,.:26 pr rw1de tltnt. the tithe of every 

th ll•fl yeru• 1 •~ t o 1><' cl<-vo 1;(•1l to th e pool', t he I evite , the widow, 

the or phnn ancl t. l!e 9t,1•:, n••<- r . I t. i s difficUlt to a sce r tain 

whf' t.llcr t hl' fg r :w l11-t·s n c t. 11:iJJ : tlid th is e ,·t•ry t.hircl year , which, 
woul d that 

with the Sahhnt icul ycar,.11Pnn ,.ohout one f ourth of one ' i:. 

i ncome woulcl be i:-; inm out cvC' r y seve n years . ThiA tri~nnial 

tithe was no t, to be used up at 011cc , hut " as ratoor t o be kept 

" so tl1a t t h f! poor ma ~· come amt c a t and l>c sat i M ied". To malre 

this la\r still mo1·e int,<· r«-ating to w-1, ne ut . 1 2 , 7 - 19 1·cad■ 

tllat. all VO\fS a nd offc rinr s mw.t he c ntcn a t t h e c c n t 1·al s anctuary 

in c 01,1pan. , with the Levi t.e . In tl1i s same matter of tithes , the 

!""rieRtly section ( Levit.icuu 27' .'.': Simbe 1·s 18 ) i gneres the poor 



compl e te] y by p; ivinf." aU such to t be Pf'ie■t• and the L■vites. 

Both the Levite aml the Priest we r e to shar e in the ti the of the 

nationa l income. In ac1d1t1on to this , the pr i est recei ve d the 

h c n~e orr e rin r.: , the f i.rAtlin,:,-s and t lll' dona tions . i;zelcicl "5 

likewise <lis rc ~arde l e gal provi sion for the poor, am t urns OTer 

a r cr,_1Jar 1ncomo to the pr i <.'s ts , but by h i s t.i.Jrie alrns;,:i vint.( hacl 

a l r c rul ,v taken o-ve r tlle matter or c 1,a ri ty . 

The fi na l taboo r cgul11 t ion lfh 1c1! I \fis h to consi<ler is 

i n nl I pro ha hi 1 l t.y tho olclc s t and ,nos t i mjlor t..tn t, of all , nar,,ol y 

I.h r• :,ahhatic ,t l y,•tu•, o r the yC,4r or rc l casc ;,e,,,1) ,fl.I' l._, J\l'lJ. 

This tiQtf.<>r 1 ,, t akf'l\ u p in t lr UooL: of tllc t:o,• c na n t, ( t~xodus Zl 110 , ll ), 

b y Deut,<'r nn. ,.,. 1 n 1!'> s 1-3, n • 1,y t l r llol 1ncs<; Gocle l n Leviticus 

All t !,r cc dir •·e r i n r cr~ar,1 to the exac t details 

hut. t !1c r.tu l tt poi.nt.s arc a ll 1•1111,(? s l m'llar . The BooJ, of t he 

Covenant. r eucls "For -.lx ,·e a r '> t hou •, llal t. s o,v thy l and amt -ratl1cr 

l:, '> l'orl11c c; but the sc vc nth ycur t h ou 9halt l et it r est arYl 

,to 1Yit,1 t,'w v i ncyar•l a nLl t. lty 11 l 1vc t rees". ~o,, i n 1>e11 1.C ro'l o1ay 

t.hl"r C' 1 ., no nc nti o n ,,rvh~ of lancl . Lt is 11o t con c<' rn,~11 wi th land, 

lm t. ,\N\lB nnl y ;ri t.'1 1lch t s sa y in · :. u1t ,11 l rlch t.ci to I s r aelite s 

nu •, t h e r e l c',HH'<l, 1,ut, not tto ro r e i _,,.nc1·-, . S1nr.c inter es t \fO.S 

n , t per ti · I 1• ,l hy Deu t . , t ' 1l:1 r)r ql,ah l y 11eans t ha t a ll rl c bts are 

r e111it.t.nl ror •o orl , nu rl not s u s :'ICnlc<l f or a sin;~l e ;\'~ar. This 

vie,, i s _i11st.i r, 1:•l by ver se-::> 1V lti.cli orde r s the Isracli tc> q to 

lcn•l c,·1!11 if the s e v e n th ::cnr i s at. hnnrl . The pasm1v..c in the 



llol i ne<Js Cone ,tea l q with the rnaU,ir or lancl, a nd qta t c q that neither 

rca[llnr nor eo\fin;• 1<i J)Crmitt <t 1n the seventh year. • Am t ile 

Sa bbath or the lanrl shnll b e ment for you , ror ~·our s lave'> , male 

rm<t rcma t o , an· ror : our hire r\ s r vant , :ind ro r t oo sojourner 

,,1th y on" . ·.;1rer C'ls , in thP. Doolc or t he Covenant. t e prod uce i s 

to b <' r NH' r vN t t!or t ho poor, ho r e 1t iR to be oa ten 1'y tho own or 

irt:.•, t·,i- 1>oor . The idc :\ l<J that or :i Sablnth for the l and 

4nrt o f a r utut 1,,n ()f t h<' 1l ll'l'cr e nt r1e l 1l q . lluhJ in Sozial c 

hoth b\' r Pn•111n ()f tll<> a11,1l 0 - y ll r 1111n lfltll thl' Sahhnth (t,cv . '?5) 

an l •wr,..111-1<· or I I'<' e xpl i o it, l nn,.1t:1 " <' or Dcutl' r onon:- t n t !I "Uehold , 

t ill'! <;f'\'<'nt.h , ,.. .,r 1 <1 ., t. tmnrl , tlll' ~•<> 11 1• or r c l \! ,1JHl --- t.!1011 shalt 

iii qpite o r t h<' p:'\ •1 in •· r e rc.• r ,· nc• t.o it. in thcBibl e ( neut, . 31: 1 O;and 

11 In _,on il c to ob-ii- r ,·1• the scv•·nth yea.r in the r e miss ion or debts , 
in 

w'i i l n~I !!::.er . 1' :1'l , i '! we r e Rd tha t t he peo ple were 'tlnpro'f'isibned 

at t h<' s i P.''<' " it hein; the <; <''"''nt h ye ir whe n the lancl was not s o wn" • 
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It s corus that the Snb1'>ath laws had the same humanita rian 

cnrl in view . The phrase r,r s Jlec i nl import is •that th; mansenant 

at l th . 11ai,lscr ,·ant may r est a s lfCll as thou" . Otl"~ r r e f e r e nces 

to this 11ny b e r ouml in ::xorluR 2 l t B ; Bx o,lus 2:J:1'!; Deut . 5t 1?. . 

The r c ln t ion or t h<' Sabl,atic d year a1'd the Sa b bn th iR a de f inite 

on e , 1>o t.lt as to in t,nnt.lon nn1 r e !'l 11l t ; botl1 wo r e conceived unde r 

t, t1r .,r 11 ,11,- ticnl i nR ;l lrttation nnd both s hare tho c;nme human l tarian 

mot. i ,,c . 

The 11\lTc; concnltn i nr Lhc He brew Rl av e~ we r e ve r y ~tric t . 

J~ . 21 : e-11 nl J n"'' a lfcbrc\: s l a,~e to ser ,·c six \"enrs n ntl be rrcc 

in t l1e c;('vent ·, yenr . He hi ,s e ll' may <•o rroo at this t, i mc• , bu 1. 

nlt\y not he pcr , 1lt.l, t> tl t,.o t.nl,~ ,1ith h tn a •r re a ml he r c hildre n 

,, h1c h h<' ao,1u:i1·erl wh il <' i. 1\ scr dt,11•\ e . If h e \fi. •.;hc s l,o r " ai11 

\ s lavt• 1" 01· llr<' t he rnas t,(' r 111 r ces h i s car ,nth o.n awl to the 

rloor . F<>rnal P qlo v" q who hntl b n<'n c oncul>ine1:; mie,:ht not be s ol1l, 

h ut. mucit, bf' k<•pt in tha t 110-;i t. l on or set t'roc al t or.J?th e r. Th&s 

1Hu1P 1 :-rn i 'i n 11p lica1Jlc to a non- JC\11 -..'1 r c•rua l•~ s lav e lfllO is 

r.a ;1t.11r 1••l in 1r ·1r n111l a r ' "> :1s a r" 011<'llh illC (°)cut . '?1 t l •1 ffo) • 

\n;r s 1 a v<' 1111011 n ;)P r Gc)n , ,a iioc; , rnu•, t. h<• s r•t r r c ,~ :.t once. A.t 

Uw "'l'l n f' t. l lC' c; jx t<'~ r nr-ri11, I or scrviturle , wh<'n 11 s l ave is 

r c J ,•ai,o rl, 1, 111• nu -;t, •r 11111,,1, '?'iv,• pll· 11t 1 r ully t o the slave 9 To 

t !H' ,1m1hl e or t ',c h i r e or a llirc l ln,•· hath he s e>rved thee ror 

tJ i '< ,·,·r,r.:; " . If a l'L'\ n li tCll an I s t·aelite in o r J.e r to <'nsl1ve 

l,l , Lllat p<'r'io , r111•:t rl i<? C:><-11 t. . '>'1 : 7) . T)r fact t hat slave ry 

,rnq qo ca r t·rull y r 1· •-uln l,,•rl :t 'i •ve ll as t, hc rc·:ulaLlon that if • 

sl:\\'C chose to r c1,1atn ,'1th Ill~ rn~ !.<? r, t he !~lic?.e r incl1l c nt, and 

qpvr•r al o t ll r -; , sucli :rn ~;a r.n1c l r . !J s tl ) s e e m to indicate that 



the lot or the s~aTe was fairly g oO<l• Ko slave ry or any Jcind can 

b e commeJU\t,d, but it see ns that the Beb!"'C\f slave was well cared 

ror, in f'nc t he bccat'l(' rt m~ml1cr of t he vc r v rnmily ror whom be 

l a horc rl. 

The hurnanit • .1r ian mo ivt! was prominent l y e :xem:•lit i.ecl i n the 

r c~ulat.i.o n-. of i ntc r{· s t an d loans , for they lfCrc so r-ovc rncd as 

1,c·H. t• mcot t he r c 11ttir~, nt.<; o r the poor . £xo<111s ~~ t '?:• - 27 

orf'l.c rs t hat no money i s t<l lx l ent on .Lnti •r est ard thnt if a 

{'n r ,ncnt i s offc r11 1l as s,·c u r i t y , it. rnuut b f' l!ivcn hack ht' f ore 

sun•l o ,rn so t hn t t'w " "n"I" 1a.i'11 t sleep in i t • Th e c r eclitor 

hacl t :1c poucr t.o c-n t.,• r t " home o r the rtehtor, s i••zc t ln t whic h 

h~ 1\'nnt.11,l o r s ell t J11• clJ • h t.nr into slav,•r . in o r ·l c r t o s atisfy 

ll il"l•;u• l fo r t l1c ,t1101lllt. or tile l oan; hence 1tc 1·c ad "not to 

o ,,,r ess n l11rc• l q<' r ·nnt. thnt i.._ rioo,· anrl n ~<'•ly , ,,1,c ther he be 

or thv b r 1• l,h r <'n or or t h~ a t.. r an 1·1•t• thnt l r; {fithi n thy III tes " • 

t,'rorn L.!l' 'Mt.I: chntlf, ~,. oi' iJc111.cr on,>i:1:-,· .re rlc t' ivc out' material 

!'or pl Nl .. 1• s . One n t si• t no t. tal, ,. n mil l c;t.Om' , no1· n widow's 

r aim<' n t. , n ot' e n te r a hc,u•w• nor s l e~p ,,1th the pl c d f"C • That 

L \lrS R11Ch as tlwsc \fe t· e 11cc ,~s5:t ry is s h O\m l>y a passage l ilce 

Amos '?n; "They l ay t 11emscl ves 1lo \,n hcsirle ever y a lta r on goods 

1.~kr-n in ,1 ~ l ··~". T he l a ,, or \-ra ;:c s rea .l that a ll wn~es mUNt be 

~i vr• ,1 Pa ch iia •· lw for 1! 1;11n<low11 in or der tla t t ic lal1orc r mir-:h t 

not sur :· •r . I n all t lleec l a\ff; it s eems that t\fo conflicting 

f orces c la<i h C,l , na1:10 l y cconm.ii c n~ccssity versus humani taria n 

sen t 1 mcnt. . 1'hc pr oh ih :i t. i on a ~a.i n-.t usury occurs f r e que ntly 



with pos it t v e d e man1l s t o c are ror the poor . 

The ma tt. e r or r cclccntin e: l anct muut oo d e a l t rl t h ve r y bri efl y . 

Tl10 i<lcn i n back or i t n ll was t ha t ever y fifty years a ~ neral 

raa◄ljust1rK' nt o r t he l aml was t o t n lce p l ace s o a s to bring b a cJc 

ever y p l ot into t he handq <i' the ori rrlnnl owne r8 n.nrl c l an. No 

l and (} 0111 '1 h " ~o me a11c nate,l . The l a w he l ct that t he lanrl coul1l 

not :1ct.u:, l l y l)("' !io l rl h ut was r <" n t c 1l for a pe r iod ,,r one t o for t y 

nine yca1•,; . The 1-r ico or t h is r e nta l 1rns µo v e r nctl hy the year 

o r t h e J ubil c e . At an~· ,. im◄ - t,h" or i • i nlll 01me•r in1£~h t r c,l ccrn 

lt1 ,; la n◄I b~· inal, in•· a parmcnt or the pr oport i,m,tte , ear or the 

J uhillcc . Thi!> n uq t hav • b 1.: ,·n :rn o lcl p r ·,c t.icc , f o r Jcr erni1th 

r e rt,vms t. ht• ftd ,l or his uncl~ i n .\nntoth , an d Czc~1cl '16 has 

t,h<' s a lO<' t.hfiory . 

F inall ~- , t lr D<"uteDGnor'lic co<lc mal:c s c c•r t.a i ·, r c• 1•ul ;t t ions 

ror t.Jtc t. r cat . n t or t.11" t!nCmy anrl t lte st, r an;"('? r othc t• t han t)le 

Jc-\, , ,,ho m1 ·11t. he 1n t. l w- 1:i,u • T h e r e ~ttlatton or ,:ar l n Dcu t ­

c r ono , ,y '?0 anl ~1 1 torr . i s a fine c xpr ' ssl•m or t.he humani­

tar ia n 11otivi• lfh i c h char .,ct,1•ri.te9 this ,rho l C' •ode . It s tate s 

that. an., ma n ,,lw huil ,l s a nc ,v iO\ISC or pl ants a vJneyar rl or 

hf't.rot,ll s a •, ifr o r js fa int of hc nr t , mi g lit not ente r t he batt l e 

ric l ,1 . \,'hen ri •--;h t l n r , t. 111' ◄ -n~mJ,-q mu s t f ir• t be ." i vcn an oppor-

1.11n1 L,· to yie l <l nnrl a1l.11 it, <l cf1•at. nn l thu s e l imi nate t he war if 

po-i•;lh l <' • , l w n t.a l,1 11 ..... a c1. t.y , uJ" n alo ne shoul,l he kill ed , 

\fhc r eas 11011cn :u1<l c h l d r ~ n mi ,..ht n••t be kill e d . Th e anc i ent 

h1u11an i ta r i:l ns e ven r-o s o ra r as to pdohibi t a n a r my from k i lling 

or c h o pplnr d o\fn Lhe r r ul f. t r ees c,cn whe n ma.kin:· a sie ge , 6n 



the basis • that the tree or the t"ie ld il'l ma.n' s l ire•. As has 

b een s tat~ before , a ,, 01wut who bad been captured aall married 

mi~1 t n ot. bC sol~ as a s l ave, but must be eithe r set rrec or 

t r eate d as an Isrncli t..ish wi.fe . 

Buhl wr Ht"S t l1R t th<' Ger ( 1 i\) was a n on-Jc" wb o had 

bc"f'n prot ct_Pd b y t)1C' c l a n or some Iii? mbe r tbereer. He was not 

the ordinary ro1•c 1,::ner, ror he was cal 1 cd ''l)J. E."'l:od u s 22 : :?1 

n n. Exocl .is '?3 : !l co 111ru nd •A st,r n ["Cr s h a l t thou not o ppress, 

r m· thou kno""et t he" h e a r t or t l r<' st.ran:-cr sinoe thou w ,s a 

str an•'(! r in the lan1\ or I r:ypt.". neut . olm1y!> asRociat<'R the 

st r an"".'C r \ftth t he poor, t lic ratlt- rless , the 1tidow , anrl t h e 

Levit • 

There 1q nn JV'cc ssit,y t o rll:oll a ny rur ther u pon t he 

po■aibl~ motives ro r the Cortes . T hey 1HtVC been rully cleal t 

w:1 h as t h e varin11q ,,or t.1 ,n q tte r t, r n.i t efl , t lrcir pur ,w■e was 

11cn t i or1ctl amt t lw rnotlv<• i.; no ter! . 

I n shor t , t h" co,l.-.'i had to 1wnvide ro r t he prie Rt l y group 

ulrt~h t b y l <?r-is l a t e <1. ou t, of ex l s t,P11c~ . Tll<' y •,er e ,lcepl y concerned 

with th<' humanit aria.n proh l cr.1 or t he poor , and u i sl cl to aee 

Jwi tice met,cd 0111, to thom. Their l1tuan11i t.a rlan m-•a sm'('s were 

mn)!lli f i cent; th<' rn<'ns u1~.,._ t he ~• ::ulnptc•,l ror ,rnrt.i mc a lrnv t• not 

been e quall etl <•ven to,ln ~• . T}Jr• t r sta n,ln r •l of (•th cc; ,rns tle r y 

hi ,,..h , and a ll th<' i r ,,ot, lvcs c <•nt. ,• r crl a ho11t \fliO "ould ente r into 

judr.,ncnt 1vith tJ,o •H' ;'111 0 dicl not. ohcy Bis l aws (Chapte r t ) . 



When tile Je•• •ere taken into capti•ity,it ta •ery 

eaay to aee how the ,..euteronoa.ic proTi ■iona for the poor 

were bo .lonier adof'(Ullto. TIie Cudea with all t.heir b•• 

were •1aipJy out. or do tc, t·or t.lie Jews no longer WP.re in 

• post t.ion to meet t.llel r dcaenda. Where were ta,ey to 

acquire Jand, they couJa uot J.e■Te ~ J.eatnintc• , r e lease 

ala•o• or ~hare t.hei!' e11 c rifir.ial fettt,ts w:lU1 the poor 

ani.1 needy . tliey l,ad uo •<>n J tl1 or J.a, d • i t.L •Iii c h LO do 

the co1•a1Hlt>d a c tH. A rm• 1,cthod of carinJ?; ror the poor 

had to bf' dc•iaed which wnuJd be cou1.emwr11t.c to the 11.eana 

of tl1e JCWfi "• we!l ea t o te laud ln which lie liTcd. 

ttence the old cuato111 or hoapttaJity """ Pxtrnded to 

co•er thu g1 •t nt!> or a U necessi Li es •he re•cr the) "ero 

need.ed,and ~1 • en the name of "Ah,sgi •1 ng". 

Thie prac t.ice 1• di•t.inc tly ~xilic,ne•er bein~ 

a.ent.ioned in t.1,e .L.i ble ex cert. 111 tl,e c Jd lie or post-

ex1 Uc w,asi.nf!Cti. A.& &.J&81Yin~ aroftc under the J•owe r of 

tile prieatN who turned o•rr tl,c contrit>utions ,:i•e11 

for the poor to tllr pricHL1t,anu l'a•oreJ t.lie new tlleol­

u gy (Cha1,1.cr V) wl, l ch wtmt. ao11ll, wiU1 tJ, iH f1r11 c ti cc . lt 

i• a lotr,ical ueve.lop■,ent of huspi u,J tty for es soo n et. 

one nced1o ■,ore ttia food Md n ni l!ht'e; keep,•~ ceJJ it 

ala.ia. but there 1• one VPry ia,11orurn t. diffcr('ncc •hi ct, 

auat be kept in sind,na~e ly tl~t e1d is no• e ntirely 



Yoluntary, to be orrered or- ref'used at w1.1. This cU rrerence 

1• brought out. •trongl7 1 r we recall the dea.anll or Ua\'id ut•n 

Jahal for gt f1.•---he doe• not. a-.k for tJ1e111 •• g1. f'ts but de­

mands Uu!IIII •• • ri 11,Jat. Ju ■uch <lea.ancls arc r,era,i tted-- • ll 

ii,in~ to the poor iR ,o.tuntnry. 

Bzekiei in Cl1aptcr· J& 11, eal.1111 of' •111111 iri cun .1 unc tion 

with the fon..er u.rane of' r e lie f "ue 1111• retttored to the drbt­

or hiK 11.tec:1ic, t1at.11 apoi.ted b>• Yiolence,l1a tl1 g.Jven t,is b reftd 

to th~ hunc ry ad covered tht- n•ed with a t en,ent ;he hath 

11ot g iYen rorth u11on usury, nei Lher l10U1 l ie ta&.en Any tn­

cre••e", Thi■ pabs■re i• tYl•icaJ fo r lt Hlto•fi tllllt even 

t11ough alD1•-SiYing •"• tile ,,rcva!ent o,0<1e or rc .hef,it 

ue,er entirely ■per■eded tl,e forner le#t.ftJ 1.0<1e,but rnthcr 

••• a11 acco11p•11i1J1ent to it. Jan1Ah !UI putK the IJrfl Cll ~e of 

alai■-tti.•ing aa.ong the cii rd1110J vi rtue s "iH i t. not LO den! 

th, bread to t he tmn~ry and thn t thou b ri nc tl,e poor tha L 

11re ca~t out 40 thy ho use? llhcn thou ttccs t U1c nRkP.d tt,ou 

shalt coYer l iil, that thou l,ldc not thyself l'rtHI , th111c own 

fie8h", 

fl1e !'ottia..tt a e n t.1011 ah11t sr.ve ral tln.e1o,l,ut ere int.c rest­

e d l n cl1At' ity f't•ou. a t.l:co lo~iea ! point of •i ow,wl•i c b will be 

dt-■ lt with in the nr"t. cttopt.cr . f'.l7s6 )".A J1 t.hc di\\' t,e deAls 

~ractou■ ly and 1enc1s n !"cl Ids ser.u iR blci.scd" . ('.17 : ?. l)"The 

wicked borro•s and d P.s no t 1•a,r Rf oi11 ,hu t. U , c rigJ• t <'0U6 shuw­

eth mercy 111d g:tY-,th". (11 2 :~ , ~) "Wc li 1l i s wiU: t.lte o,o n 

tn11t de ale th ,:racioualy a nd 1,-ncl f't. 11---hl ' 11a t.h c..Lispcrsed,he 

hath f['i. Yen to the needy", Ecc lesinslcs 1111 wri tes " cns t 

Illy h reod upon the we to rs, fur Lou sl , n 1 t fi nd i t oft.ct· 11 8 ny 



ness an 

Uaniel 4 s7' llfys "ore11k orr t11y st ns b)' t·i&ht eous­

t ,. t.nt'lui tles by st1owin,t 1,erc · to the 1•uor". 

Lat.er stt 11 in orttln,r..st.ltc r rroclu,s lite rNt b L o r P11rt11 

to be •• gooct dn.r,or s.-r,dini p o rtion~ to unr ,uio thl'r n 11d 

o r ,. ft& to 'tu• poo r•, 

There n rr n mi: t-, ht' f"OM!lidrrf'd t "" t •o "''" I I,. ~rf'n t 

wor1ts , 1 ob ftnrt Pro• ,.ros,twth o , · •hj cf: indi cn te the ht~l •t• r 

Tftluf" or ah,11. ~uo , clotin,c fro,, rtrcn the ro11rtl. c-,.,, tu,·y 

(the date i• Ntill in dt11pute;Steucrnn ~e1 nnd corntJJ soy 

2Ml; uu11111,i..autsch lOO; .uriYot-,Cheync,end """idson end :it 

exiHcJLutC.enwetaer •OO- a!\O ) ru11es j u11tir.e and the prtest-

17 and prophetic •te•• toward tl1e pour into nlil,st?1•1nr , 

The •,·rt t'r,rl!i " ncoutie oo 111' 110J. &t•tni Alll,t- nnd "" t n t urn 

a.all'.Pi,, lhE> n ccu,.ntlor ntnlnhl ll ,~u ••• t 1A r·e,:nrdt•d ns ra 

sin wllPn u nc doe s noL give a.u .. 11 nnd it. condc11,ned by Joh ~'1:2 -1 I 

• ,.ere aa·c t. l1v~c Llln!. co11au t. • n nd 1•ut1IH•r\r-,-, 11,nt .,It'll l 

l1 e rcJ& wit.II lt,C' 1r ~hrpl1l" rcl;tl:ftt corr~· o f f tri<' donkey o, the 

orpt1o n end 'i<'i 7 <" t.11<.' o~ of the •1Jow J that cve11 tnkt> tl1e 

orplurn rro1u the 01ot.lu>t· ' s h ren&t ani.l ,.tt.1,cl1 U ,e inront or 

t.he poor; tl1At thrust aside tt,e n eNly. The puor of tile 

land !llust. l 11'lc lonely aH wt .ld. ar.ses 111 the wi 1dernetH, tl,ey 

go forth to their labor; they aust hunt tl1e uesert for suh­

atance, there is no har•et.t for t he 1101.1,eless . t hey ai.ust l,ar­

Tea;t field• tliat ert" out t11etrs,tl1e •lney11rd of the wJcl.ed 

t l:ey 11;•st pi ck c!enn. Jinked 11.,ust. u,ey pass the uitlit for 

lack or clothes , they luuc no cove ring f row tt1c co.ld . T11cy 

are drencl1ed t:y the uownpuuri11f or the i..ount.niru .. , they 11.ust 



I 
eaibracc t.lle bare rocll for want. or elaclter. TIiey ll1U8l l?-0 naltd 

without i •rnients• • .Acousnt1ons or unc harltnt, 1e Rc ts nre pJen­

u rul--- Job 2:? • .. 011 hnsc. tAkcri n plcc\ge of t.l,y b1·other for 

nauiht,""'' stripfled. tue nn,.Pd 01 tl1r c lot11h 1e , Tt1ou host not. 

~i•en •Rt.er to t.hu woory to driuk,and thou taest wt thl1cJ.d brand 

rro111 t.he huniry. Thou ha Ml. t.ent. wido ws owoy P11,pty 011d t11e 

ara.a or t.11e tatherleaa ha•e been broken", 

10 aa.y •ind the ~reatost ex1,osit1011 or ~hnrity in the 

whnle 1,iL!e,but.11 J'ro111 t.hc poant. or •le• or 11.ot.he and deed 

aps,ear11 in tl,e two 1'0U.owinet pat.sngcs 111 Jol> t !l1:l:J-:l2 "lf' 

l did de■11i-.e t.he ca.& se or lliY 11,e n11c-rvant. or of 111y 11101 dscr­

••nt. when 1.1.ey contet•ded •1 ti, 11,e,whot sl,uujd I <10 whou uod 

appearoU1,•he11 l,e •iKit.<-tll tue earth,whot sliou1d 1 an1H c r 

htan'! Uid not ue 1.11.-c. c rentN1 ue , c r <?nte l1ia.. (tlie uom,ervmt) 

too? Uitl not one 1..od f n&h1011 us botlt 1 n th<' 1ron.b? 1 f 1 eve r 

refused the poor au µJ1t for wlai ell tl ,cy eslccd,or tttn'ercd t.l:e I 

eyes or Ute widow to pinr. a tra y ; l r 1 e n,r e c.c li'Y l·rend a !one 

and elaa rcu it. not wit.11 tile or1ll1on;if 1 e,·er how a wretched 

per8on wi t.llout. c lothing ,• poor 111an wi t,Lout i;nr, .. enlH , u nd l,la 

body cU d uot u .lea11 ll,e •lieu lie was wur111e<.l hy t.l1e woo 1 o r a1y 

shee1•;if 1 eve r ■hook 11,y f lbt. nt on or11hnn, eveu tl.ou ,. 11 1 snw 

r e aJy ■UPa•ort 111 tl,e .;ourt.; then ,ct 11y sl1uuhl r r b !nde drop 

fro1.1, 111Y 8llou lder,and 11,y aru, be r e11 t f'rou, t.l1c so cl-.et etc.". 

chapte r· 2V:12 -16 is cquody a b f i11e "1 l.n "e snved t ile p•or 

f ro11, t he t.yranc.,aml tl,e or11l,an wl10 I.ad none to 11rote c t hhu. 

f ile b j Cttblnl?. 01· t11e wrctc laed lint!. 1:e en hl.!slo•cd upon 11,e, 1 

ha•e J!i&<hiened the Jtenrc. or the wido•·. 1 an. at.tired in ri t ht­

eousness,rr,y urri e,htncss ndornctl, ri.e as a rol,e am.l e turl•en. 



1 ha•e been eyea to tt,c bUnd an<l reet. to the !a■,e. 1 hnv .. 

b eeu • fAt.her to the poor, and 1 have BCArched t.h e cause o(' 

those that. •ere 11t.ran~ere to aue" . ln these f'Ath,a("e& churi t.y 

is at. it.a irreat.est. height and beauty . 

tho dt:i te o f the boo<l or Pruvcr11a is a !so dJ sru t.ed by the 

scholars. l f •e acc ept t.he opinion o r un ,·er,t•Ar t or Pt•o\·e rls 

is pre-exiJ.ic in ori g in,nml J,en c e ah,s wer•e 1-nown l!eforc u,e 

exile. un ti•«' ut.,11ur l,and, t.em1ct.,AJ<~m•y,roy,corniU,.,nd :,teuer­

nagcl au dectele thnt Pro crb s is dated al't.c1· U ,P exiJc,an<l 

wuas1.. or t.11ea., J'ce! U,nt it cou,es a very !Un'=, U1a,e o l' tcr it.,rto11• 

1,he t'ourt,h to t.ll e tt1ir<1 ccnt.u ry. Ta ken eti a wl,6Je, Pro '" <-r1111 

1&,ont l'ee,ts u ,e HJ> lrit. of Joh l'or I.li e 11,o&t flllrt.,den1 t.i11c it.sel f 

t,O ale.a. Ttnt t.bc- con<ltt.ion ot' Lite floor wnft bCrious ot. ttlis 

a i e can be aee11 t·rou. o st.atc,,.eut. su et. a,; (:-?2 t7) •r11c ri c l1 n1ie 

o•er tl,e poor, and the borrow,•r i ti s c r ~e,1 t to t he Jender", He re 

we rind a uew ron.. or stAt.ci.,cnt. prPH<'nted. 11. Is t,ruc ti.et tt,e 

usuo .I pre c epts nbout 011preH~ion, .tus ti ce, !onelli,orl, s ore pre sent, 

but with a theoiog1ca! ac- con.1mnln.eut. wl1i c ll wa1; rare i n pre-

exi J.ic writ.J nga. "Uc thnt w1t.hh•h1et.l, corn,ll,e peoflJe t»hall 

curtie )11&1., bul. b !es<; inl.' t.hll! J l:e upo 11 tl,e l,end of l,iw t.t,o t. 

ac.l letll Jt.", "ReM1Tc 11ot tile oJd lnd11,ark lll'ld ente r not lntn 

tile fie!ds o f tl.c l'nt.1,crJcsi. l'or t1,cir reu.ce i.,cr 1s u,i ,..Jily", 

The a,as,.;nacs in l"ro - <-rub art? uot. e~ !' inc as t.l:Os<' in Jo1::, 

uor as poc l.i ~Jiy e~t•re H~cd,lut. ore st.iU or greet. si 2:1,U'1cance. 

(:11 ;20) r1,e v1rt.uoui, wo11.1an "tft.rctc llet.l, out, lter l,anth, t.o tl,e 

poor, f;IJe r eoct,P.tl. l'ort.11 1,cr liamls t.,o the nec«y", (17:!\) " 11e 

that oppresses t.11e poor reproo c ltcs l1is .,al.er", (14:20 1'1') 

"l!e t.llat des1>i11es ilis uei .... t-or si 11net.h , Lut. l ie t.l1at hat.Ii 



38. 

u.Ol"C)' on the pou .. ,1,ap11y is l,e" . "Rol· not. tl,e poor ror the t.rd. 

will piead their cause•. (2~s 2 t ) "l f thy enc•1y be l1un,rry,rtTe 

him bread to eatJ , net if he be thir■ ty, fiwe hi• ••te r to <lrin&., 

ror thou aha U, heait coal ■ or fire upon his Jiead, •nd l.oct ■lial ! 

reward t.he•• • (291a) "tie I.hat. giTeth to t11e poo.-,neYer ■hall 

lack"• 

Thu a it can l.ie aeea. th• t. the pro c tice <!1 r ~ i Ting a l■1s wn s 

a sso c 1 n t.cJ. .,. 1 Lh t hou J u p.j 1•: 1 1 J ,: ,,, .., , I· . ,., . r, •• · ,., l t, a i e e p 

appeal anll n • c •·.r ri rru t1o ld upon t.tic Jewis .. y,eoplo. Aa t.tien 

uee4 o, the poor continued ftntt .le~I at,t -f",.;a,.a"" letta ,.oa■1Dltt, 

tb~ aerit u, t.iT i n~ to t."c poo r .. e c,.111c "'o r e l Mpo r t1u, t.. Tb i ~ 

~octrl~c grrw l" l~port.nnce to ~•c~ A de~ree t~ot. • ~ rind 

.,esus Hnyin., •se JJ what t. .. ou liA,;t. 11nJ ,-i•e to tt-e poor• or 

tt,e I\Or1t11 •,-ear "8d with all y ou,· rit p.111, h u L r- l v ,~ n l n1~ r,,r 

y u u r own we n.l", (xc u1,J6). fllus the g i,•inc of allbs 111 o 

logical clCY C lOJ>fllCOt. from hospitali t y ,And fr•ODI R hiflt.orical 

point of Yiew it ••• the successor t.o the N1('Y~ ra l codes 

wht ch could no longer rune ti on d uo to the c:t,an r c in condi­

tions and t.1ruea. Che 111ot.iY~ s or olms~i•iJI'~ arc in no •i•rn 

di rc·e r e nt. r.-""· t.llose o I' the ea r.li e r sta,r<' s or c l,nri t.y ~1 •-

1.11,-,ancJ nrc o nly a tr.i f!e 111o r e 1• r onounccct. r ite lauo,onit.nt-

tan,et.h lcol ,bene Yoi cnt. aHpect.t1 wer e d ra..-u ut•on hcf'urc . ln 

addi t.ion LO Lhc s e we noYt' llave t.he elcu,c nt. 11, f f r ee wi J 1 in­

jcc t.ed, JHUS :l more pronoun cctl ul• ine fo r ce uscu nfi a r<>t. r i b­

ut.i u n for c l;a rit.y g iving o r l'or Lite !Ack of it. 
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CllAPI' l..:R V • 

THEOLOGY• 

!?very t>has or Je,dc:;h l ire has some aspec)t of the 111Tine 

as a mot. hatio n 01t sour ce or insp i rition; law ,was Torab, charity 

was r eliJ!ious, ,uYl t~m1,or nl r ower ,ms thcocrat:lc in nature . 

1 c P rthln{" r eYolvcd oho11t Gotl , atTl in this riruil l c ha pter ,rn 

<; hal l s,ur1 n p t he s • conc c r>tionH or t :,c noity nn:l lliR r e latio nsh i p 

to m.'lnl,:ind ,rhir. h rnac_lc pos ·: ih lc tJc rnoru- s or chnrtt,· thro11 (d1out 

Ril>l" t i ne-. . 

Th" rtr , t J>rlnc i ;llC 1rh i.c h l i e s at. t he ,·e r ,· r oot or t he 

Th c> ol o ~i~a l ,· i t' w l-. that "'the e a1·th is t i c Lor'cl ' s and t llB 

rul l ncs a there or" ( Psal n ·~4: 1) • ThC' sane sent 11,r nt is f ouncl 

i n "in he bCf"i nnin ,.. G0<l e r e ., te l hc:i, c n ontl cmrth" as we 11 a s 

1n I , Chron j c l c c; 20: 14 " Give ullto Him or what. i s Uis , s ince 

t hou an\ vhat t h nu hnst arc JU <. " , 'rorn the s e ('ew quotations it 

1 q ,• ,•i<to n t. that Go,1 iR tlle ne Jee r and o,mc?r of c vc- r r t Jr inrr, and 

t. ha t man c an claim no • hin ,· aH h l s omi. As Sebeohte r a plly put s 

i t , tt onc i s con•J l<l<' t'Nl onl : t. J de positor,, or t rut1too of money 

, hl<',h he> J r,n~ c; o Go11". 1•ro111 t his it 1s ea ·r 11,0 po i n t ou t thnt 

me n nr" but " chi l <l.J•tm or t J,c liv in,: Goel" (.1os ,cn ~:1 ). 

ott. i:o h l r•r po ints out. ( .t.n. Alms , lharit.y, Po or) that God 

n.s o rrnr- r of1 all, c lai ms his sh.ire for the ne c<l :v , and the \YCa.lthy 

a r c j'll' t' (;011nll~· hc l<l r c s ,l0nsfh1 e ror thc 1.r ncecl y brethren. Hence 

" ~ r c acl ( J e utc ronm,:,- l:>: 1->) tt 1-'or t ile poor allUl nev e r cease out 

or the lan<l , the r •r or e I cor:u:1a nrl t llc c--- ope n thy llanrl to the 

poor". Sinc e I Ar a e l "as thn r c c i!1ic nt. oe t he laml f r om God, 



t he 
1.t waa c ompell c d to ehnr c it a rn its procl uce 'Iii th a llApe o ple, 

ee110clally when i n ncc,l , by means of the tithe , gl e aninga , or 

any other roo thod or chart t,y . Th! s ,ms not a matt e r or free 

wil l, but r athe r a matter or jus tice , r o r since evcrythin{" 

ool on•rcd to the Lord ond Uc in t w•n ha,l p ven Uis f a v ors t o 

Uis 1,c opl c , everyone h ad a r lj.d 1t t o shar e . Ch FLr ity was jus t ice 

arul r i r htcousncss , a fl t ',c lat.c-r use d' the \fO r ,L, :, p"'f1' , woul.d 

point 0 1J t . llP who r i va cltarit,y i s to he r cwar ,l ~<l wi.t.h blc ssin~s 

f o r his r i..J,teou s aot11 . • Thou smlt det:iYer the plccl,-,e a ~ai.n 

when the sWl goellldo,m that hr may slee p in h i s own r aincnt and 

bless thee ; lltlrl it shnll be rt ,..hteou<snC' s s unto t hee 1:>ef'ore t he 

l.orc'l thy Cod". ( Deut . '.?411:J). Also "Ble , scc'l i e t he nnn t ha t 

cons 1t11•r c th thC" poor , t he Lorcl wil 1 de l ivcr h i.m in t, imc or 

t r ouhle• ( Psnl m 11: J ) . l n : . .tel,.Jc 1 18 we ha~c- the lar p.:e com-

1endium of jndi ,· i.dunl r r> tl' ihuf, i. nn . Hr r c a liqt of pun ic,Jial>lc 

sine, i q s e t, d U1rn , aml anon•• tic r.i are noted th~· OJ>pr c ssion of 

ttr oor, the tal.1ni" or usw·y , an'\ t b re r usal or al m~ . In 

t h is cock we rind t h e i tlcn q , 1, ror th that God is tl~ f rie nd 

of t h'! poor , wi 11 r e,,.,rd the nn n •rho 1ivcs nid to the poo r, 

aml \fill pr ol,cct t h e poor. 

our inp: tllc f irst r c r iort or charity, ho spital ity , the 

chie f thcolol!i c a l conceptio n wo.s t hat the s tran ;?Cr was under 

t,he r o t,cc tion or God; hence he was r e c e ived a n-l btlpdcl in a s 

f'!l:\n~· uuys as poss 11,le . This charity was in no sense optional , 

an~• ,.,or e t!lan the 1 c,:al nr a s ures in t he codec, make cha r ity 

o ptiona l, lJUt \fa!; rn the r an 11bl i nation on the par t or the g_i.Ter---



the right of the strnnh,•r. Charlty became o p t..ionnl only with 

the p •riod of almq "1.vinr • 

39. 

The laws or taboo \,ere ror tlr bc oofit of the prie st amt 

the poor, both b ein ~ untlc r t l~ care or God. The dif'fe r c nt thin~s 

t.hat oarne umlcr this hcndin~ or taboo formc,1 a n c xce U c nt means 

or takin, c nre or All the ne c ,l y as we ll a s the prie sts . In 

soMc case s the l ,n, or pro pcrt.. :v ,ms re• 1o ve1l ror " perin,l, like 

the 'inbt,a t i~nl ~'t' nr, an '1 nll nl tkc we r e t.. o ; Jrnre in the produce 

r i r -. t f rult <. , <' t.. c , \fC'l'e forbi drt cn to an ownr r, t h, y b ecAoe the 

prop<?rt ,· or thic; apocinl rroup or the roar nnd needy, who " e r e 

ttncl <•r t h car,• nr God . With t h i s irtca in m1 ml , name l y tha t the 

poor " ere unite r tl'!l ner watcheul e7e of God, the r e wc1·e many 

r c~ l. 1val nc r.ntJ,,a ni <!d b y !'casts in ,rh i c li the poor aight take 

rar t . The c Ol r or De utc r on t'>11~· ( 1 Of ) - 15 ) or,1,•r s t ha t all the 

sacri r tces :i_r e t.o 1> ' cat, ,•n at, t he c C' n t r :,1 Aa111~tu.,ry ln Jeru-
ancl 

s :\ l •~m with Lhc family , the qQr \·a ntR,,..t hc poor, a ni:l t hat on 
antl 

t he rest i val s or Doot hs And \'locks , t he Lcvite , ,. thc ,ddow arc 

t o h e incl w lc cl • 1 . Chron . t fi ::l; 11. Chron. !JOi :!4; 3!ls7-9, 

aention th e c11s t o r:1 or f"1 v in1• rood to tJe p orle t hat all nir J1t 

r e.toicc ,d t h re ,...a r d to l')a.v i t\, llc z e k i:\h, al'll Josia h. Esther 0 

orrla1ne t int this r e ns t in ... upon the part or all is the 1,ro1>0r 

wa . · l n \fh l c h P,u·t 111 is to he cc l .brate <l • \,11en t Jie a rk comes to 

J ~ r 11!:ialen ( 11 . S tu, ucl fl : 1 'l ) "a c ake c£ bread, arrl a good 

p i <-cr or fl r. nh a.nrl a fla -- on of \fire" i s p:ivc n b y navid to 

e v e r y one . ( nr i ver c o n Rl•le i-'f t. 1tis las t pa :.sa f!C late; all 



the others are poet-cxilt•; honer, Stcucrna~el , Cornill, Bennett, 

anr\ Adeney call the pas ;age in II • Sa mue l •r •) 

The speec he s of all t he prorhets arc carried on in the 

nnmc or Gort , , s the prot c t.or rA" the poor. (Anos 2:0 ) •For 

th three transgressions or Israel , yea folt the four 1 wi.11 

not turn away the pur1isJunent thereof; because trey sold the 

r i"htenus for silve r ancl the roor for a pair or shoes". 

(Isoinh su: o) "Is this not t lll?fast that l have chosen to loose 

the bomls of wicko1lne ss , etc .". There arc a v·ast munl>er er 

passn ,.-c•s which t,e l l or God's care for the poor•, a number of" 

wh ich I !:ilU'lll c ite l)U t. not (1 \.lOte s ~l; ~s. 74tl.V,21; l:$2 t 3 ,4 ; 

t 1l 6 s 7-!>; 6 Hs5,1 0 ; 1.;0:1"!; 69 s 11 ; 132115; 7 2 s 2-4, 12-13; 

107,~6,41; 11~:1,s; n ,12 ; 1no :1e, 22 , 31 1 

Provc: r]l_s 15 t '>fi c t.c . 

In all of these t lK? v •c at moral princ i ple stand s out 

tho t, Go•l nrotec 1 -. the poor a ncl that human l>einp.s will let 

in 1 i ke mn,rne r. Go1l wil l r e(pt.1 t.e those who s io act and punish 

thoRe "ho do not. ·rhi..c; i1nitat io dei is applii~ahle to many 

,,rincipl es or mora1 ity in the Bible, but is c11peoially applio­

:ibl e to mer e~· arvl charit, ~,. •11e t hat hat.h pity upon the poor 

len•l r. th 1,0 tltc Lord, and that lfhich b hath g i·ven lfil l lie pay 

h i 1r1 a~'lin" . ( Pr ove r bs l !J: 17) • 



,1. 

Daniel f I ~7 t~ll q us that the kinr.: is adYised •break of'f" 

thy sins by rig hteousness oncl thine iniq Ui. ties by showing mercy 

to the poor•. Here \fe find that chari ty has been g 1Ten the 

value or atonement. 'rh1R is not round in any other place :1n 

t he Bihle . Va ry naturally atonement iR dealt with, but only 

with ritua l mcthocls , s uc h us t.hc scapegoat ann sacr1r1ce, not 

t.o omit th pw•c morality taur.h t b y the 1•ro 1lhcts 1m the only 

11l('nnH or ntonement with <iod. Toblt uses this idc;t or charity 

in "Al ms rtoth rlc livcr frori death arTl it shall purne aw,,y all 

sin•. (12: A), l>ut the Daniel lncJtlc-nt i s the first refe r ence 

th~r eto i n the Hll,l c , anl it h a.q a rlii'ltinct t.heol•>,:ical 

'i 1 rn t r i r. :rncc • 

Jw. t ,,R J ob r<:•pt-,', nt.s ti N. •~ 1 tkvcl o 11mrnt. or the 

i ,lt'a or char1 t.~· in act•ta l a ppl lent.ion to life , so docs 

l>ro,1.n•hs l ~ t 17 set it down in the Bih le a s a pr Lncipl c . 

In all the ycnr,; foll O\f i TII' th Bibl e , tJ-e r e has been nnthin l! 

to c;urymss tl"C ~c two r efe r e nce s f'or nobilit~• or c onception 

or maMtif'ict'ncc or purpose . 

In cn,~1.::ntinr on cltnrity , •;Jio111nth ltabh nh :11 :1:; tells 

u -. that " the Jloly u~, Dles• cl l1c He, opens 111s trc:ulurie s 

anrl r-ivcs t o thl" pco ~1l c or lli s sil vor ard or lliR g old" • Now 

j " " cl:t•H-1 or 11coplc- do not r ece ive tile pr oper s hnre of God ' 

rrornl , t.by hnvc t he rl - l1t, to ,. 11cc a cunplaint. . This unfort­

un:1 t.c- c l;i. ,ci , c al l c-1l t he poor, arc the s pecial eare of the 

Lor d , arul by hC" l pin,-, t,o tkac care or tllaD, tl'e individual 



mer its f a vor f nom God. This is the whole of t he theology 

of charity, namel y b y "bein; gracious to the poor, we l end 

to the Lord". 

lf iH 15 S 
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