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IV 

PREFACE 

Our task i!' to analyze ~e ideas a."ld te:::-oinoloe,;y of Yesode 

:::a-torah and to compar e its contents with those of Moreh Hebuchim to ascer­

tain if Caillonides ' idees cha.need in any i lll!)ortant respect in the t Tienty ~ar 

interval between the Tiritin.& of t he Mishneh Torah and b!oreh tebuchim . ,e 

.. tte1apt to perform our task by means of e. comocnta.ry to the text of Yesoae 

Ee- toraa, utilizing parallel passages from toe 1uller text of !1oreh He·ouchio 

a.no. from other works of ?.'.ei.:nonides to e;;..-pls.in the usu..,lly l e.conic rrunar' :s of 

Yesode Ea-torah, er.>lain:r-€ the -e~nin~ o: JeP:sb traditional and Gr eek 

::>hilo sophi cal t er::s and ideas , not 1ng ~aioon: c.cs I freo .ie!l t a':1."?.le~:ic i ,:1 

tJt., ~ tern; s and ideas, &nci r,ointi~ ~ t the loe;ical 1)1.c.ce o:' anc. t.:sto:-ical 

setting for .:!il.l.Ch of Le contents . 

It ~s our ho~e that what r.e nor.ill ca:<e the way easier for 

those who be ~ in tae:r stuly of Yesocie B.a - :orah as r.e be1;,an - \'.1th a very 

~ea&re kno~leUf:e , inceec. 

:.ey \'le say Lere t 11at r.e r.oulc. ne\"er have starte:.: , anci cer ­

tainly never have u:>- : lt.ted cur tPs!r ,1' tno.!t t Le enco1...raee::ient ru:d indefati­

t,abl e essistance of :>r. ;.orahbm Eies~el. ue a re deeply indebted , too , to 

tl:B late P r o!'essor _,:.c.-ic.el Friecla.-rler of r.hose Ent;;lisi: t r e.nslation ◊:' '.S:ot"e;1 

. ,cc·> .. ..:,.L ,vit:i :t~ :-l_ '.!.'.. footnotes v:e r.ave made oon!'ta:1 use • .. e ere t:.Tate-

Torei. edited accordi~ t.o .::n un: r-ue oanascript from th e 5ocileian (Oxford) 

1ibrar:· ..it!:. :;:oli cal a::id '::~lnru.d.ic::1 r e :~e r e:. ces anci an ::n._lis:: tra:1slc.tlon. 

:ierbert Drooz . 
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I ~n'RCD'JC'IIC~ 

:~aimonides 1 znom.u:iental codifice ti01:: of t he Jer.ish Law called 

Toe ~ ishneh Tor cil ( or t ~e Yad Ha-hszaalh) is not ~resented to I srael es an 

ordinary code of !)Oli tical law. For i~aimonides is ve r:, much a\'fere tu t he ia 

lic;ili...i.c; -:rit.1 t..i.i .i-:.:..l• ':>r ah , and tre 1~irst ten cha:>ters of his code are a 

.d.rrl of int roduction, ti:::.vint; for t neir :::ajor purpose , in ocr opinion , the 

e s tabli shment of t be divinity of the Tor ah on as scientific foundatio~s as 

t he times afforded - tre philosoph:; of .,.ristotle, These oo<::1i~ ten chapters 

of the · ish.neh Tor ah a r e knoml as Yesode Ra- ~ore.h, t he iund.amE:nt a ls of t he 

To rah. 

:.a i monides rod an I sl.a!:lc !):-ecedent , :tou~ no J e'l'1i sh one , 

f o r thus introduci~ his code with a theo l ogic.,J. ~role.;omenon. :'or t he il:a.iith , 

the co ·c of l ,;l ~m = : ·. ditional la,-: analoi;ous t o our :'tl1:1Uc , perl-.a-:;s su.gt,-es ted 

sum a p re face to i1im, ~.uslim, a ninto century autrtor or efaced h is r ece:ail 

11ith a compl e~e survey o: the earl: t .eolot:>Y of Islae (See Bvaz Cohen, The 

Cla ssification of the Law in the =.isbleh Torah , .iel'rish ~rter l r P.e'\·ier., '."ol. 

25 , .;&w Series, • rll L •.:.~ , p . 530) . 

~[eiconides e:::ipl oys a notal,le tech.nfoue . t:tili2itl€ ten 

.r.itzvoth selected !"ro::i hi s listir.£ o: t.1e 613 mitzvot.h ,.r.ich .. recedes Yesode 

Ha- to r ah , ile e;.."?an.ds c.;;.C:1 .)!l~ i n his ) . ::t;. . i . 1 1 " • • • , thr ::iit::vot:: t o l o7e 

.:?ni to fear _,-00 c r eat e E- ;-ro·~1e:i in ti at lo,;-e ar !"etir c.:innot ·ue evoked ·o:,• 

d i reci collUl3.llli ; ar.d tnus ~eimonides wins an opr.ortuni J to djsci:s s ~~e 

~niver se end it.s creatures, t .ne c:> :i-.e:.~l a tion ~ T:'.lich, U! a :-i;ues , excites 

lo•,e and fear o:' God in t he c.ea:-t o : oen ( c-!' . :,..,oters II-IV) . 

By this and similar devices , :iainonides gains c;:,·•sfl to rover 

~.e follo;-;in su':ljccts i n y,_ sode Ra- tora.h ( listed by chen ~e r mwber ) : 



VI 

I . Exi stence , unity , and incornoreality of Go:l . 

II. I..!:lgel s 

III . Eeavenly bodies 

IV. T'ne fou.:- e~eoents , tneir r:-o:t:r t iet- ;;.n.t comb i nations. 

the forras o: t ceir cowbinetions, the soul 

V, Sanctification of tr.e Divine Name and i ts profanation 

VI. The t r eatment to be accor ded o~jects i nscribed with the 

na.:1e s of God 

VII . Thb nature of !)ro phecy and :!osGs 1 p ree!!:inence among 

prophets 

VI II. 1:oses a.nd Israel anc. the ur.ic;_:.:.eness of t::ie Sinaitic 

Reveletion 

I X. I cmutabili ty o: U1e Tor ah 

x. ~he t esting of ~r o~hets 

Def tly r econcilill€ Jewisn tradition a:id Greek philosophy end 

substantietinc hi s a r guments by both, ~.ai monic~s sr_;-1y builds up t.:he ~~unde­

tions of t.i s JLain tb2ais , t n.&t t r.e lew Le is codifyi:11 is of divine orih in . 

const ructill€ 4:•er upon l.::ye-r cf ~roof: 

1 , T:.e ultin~te bedr c~: i s the p ro.-eli :nor-ledge t '.12 t God 

exists (C:,~?'ter l ) . 

2 , Ne7t oomes belief 1~ angels . which are, i n fact , t he 

Inte l lit ence s of the Sphe res of Greek pnil osophy : and 

t .1e be:lie: i:-i which he declares 11i1: ir: importance next to 

t ne ·~elie.: in God 1 s e:ic.:.stence: fo r H leads .:.Et:> be li.,.ve 

in ?roonec:• a nd. 1n the L,m" (!: . ·•. , II!• 4-~ , o , :'.:" ) . 

( c .. er t.er II). 
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belief in 2Jrophec;1 , for accord.ing to l'.a1111onides ~ ro!)hecy 

is a form of communic?tion fro~ God t.a.roup: an angel ( the 

Active I ntellect or tenth I n t cllif ence o: the Gr eeks) . 

!!aimonides eX: la ins t.~ char acter of the !} :roohe t and t e 

oeture of !)rophecy. (Chap ter VII ) . 

4 . Belie f in prophecy br ines us to belief in the !)I'eemi nent 

~rophet, Loses, the truth of ~hose mission has been ~"it ­

nes sed by the eyes and ears of ell Israel at Sinai. Thus 

we arrive at our belief in t.>ie div i ne or i g in o:~ th e Tor ah. 

And hevi!l€ l aid the fou;ida t ions s ecurel:,•, ::-ibcr.i..:.e s is 

•.• ~: : .. . ) bui l n II the '!'e::1;1l e of t he Lav: . 11 

(Chapters VII - 1X) . 

':'he idea- ae~elopment o: ese basi c co ::icepts are €,i ·,en to us 

oy!~ailllonide s hi.:5self in i, . N., III , ~~ . !> • 21S : . 

3ut as brief as YesO<ie iis - tc~a.~ is , t.!Ere is far ~or e subject 

mat ter in it than r.ould Lavi: oeen necessary to establish 'l>hiloso!)hical f ounda­

~io:ts for tne c.ivine o:r: ._ in o: tile ?o-:-ili . ,7e ·oelieve thct '.!aimonides had 

several recsons :or deve lo::-in,..: tr.ese cnapters as 1e die. . "ie snell c.e::ionstra te 

these other o"c;jectives \?hie;.,., in o.:. r O-:'linion , !.:>i oonides trie,l t.o at'.:.<tin in 

:.') t.h"e all Israelites at least a mini::rum o: ·:nor.led€e o f 

metei,h:·sics enc • h:rsics v,,i th t u ! rio~ ::r r,urnose af 

a ss i st inc thee to ~in eternal li!'e , in t ccord.a.~ce rn. th 

nis conce!)t io., o:' eternal life. 
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2 . To ~1ve special emphasis to certain pr essing pr obl ems. 

bo t h p ractical and intellectual , of h i s times. 

;; . To p rovide a oroper p lace ,1berein certain subjects !)O&-­

sessing a n und~rly1ng connection ~it.ht be l o g ically 

g r ou.ped together . 

Our fint point , tr.at :..ai:nonid1;-s desired to r rovide all 

l n•aclites '71th a t le&st a :ninimum o:~ net.;nh;;si eel an.c1 nh.ysical !•rnO\:le ~ so 

thGt taey eight secure im...;ortality , is cer tainly a 1:t r 2.::it;e idea t o anyone un­

f.Cq1:.2inted \7i th ~aioonid es ' conct-pt of iCll?lortali ty . :S~t once r;he cnicial ic­

portance of this "knor.l ~ ..,•" :c !:ei:nonidt:.s 1 tl:eor1 of im .. .01·tality is ::iade 

c lear, t.t.e place o: Yesode ~ - to reh in p rov!dil:f: th!.1' 1'kno\'. l edt:,-e 11 becooee 

apparent . In our cott',entar j· t o e a:ic. 9 '(';e e:;- lc in ~at ti: e to J.l o: men 

t,:hid-: is ic.,ortal , accordi?.:£ to ti:e author , is the acqu! red :.::nov.-l e d~ o:' God , 

of tr.e aDt;,els , and of t ne structu.r <> o~ tt.e univer£:e ·,,hiC::. a man bas stor ed up 

throue,-'1 :.tud~: ~nc. contempl a :.ion (cf . ::i snre b Toran , F.i!.chotl'. C:-esnui:mh , 'n lI , 

~) . Tims, t o ~.aimoni.des , t he sou.l ·oecomes il!!!:>Orta.l t h :-ruf!. ccr rt:ct thinlciD€ 

ratter t han throu.;t·. rie;t1teous livi n.., - ri ht.eous li-:i~f; r eceivi:i,g; e subor­

diuite plece in ~rovic i~~ an e~viro:uncnt C?~ducive to correct tr!n1"ic.g (c:. 

-ishneh r rai:. , Eildlo!h !eshubah, IX) . A passage fro:J :!:1ioonides I Co::u~entary 

to Peret Hele le froc fu"" '..,i silneh Tr:::.c-tate Sanhedr in illustutes bis conce'C' tion - - - ---
of ri£n teou1: livinc as r:-er e l y the sett.int, :'or correc .. ~r.:.n·:il4 , .;Lieb s lone 

leads to i:=ortal li:~e : 11::tit .. er ·-· • r.e eerve Co:i i n the -..a_v t:12 t I sh.all 

µ rescri:e . ':'his !e as :'ollo,1s : v,hen he finnl:~ believes thst tr.e :'0:-2..il o::>n-

taUi7.~ t nem that vlr t-.1ous dee s ere of S'..:.ct ?rrl sud. G. :tine anc. !.,;:noble deeds 

cf sue:. and such a :dne. , 1 t is ocli.;--ator:· for him, insc!'llr PS be is a .:an of 
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well- balanced te!II'Oers.Jen t, t o b r i ~ forth meritorious deeds and shun vice . 

,/hen hi> ects lE::e this , the l'licnificance of man has in him r eached t he point 

of pe r fection and he ii: dividec. of f from fae brute . kJJd \1hen a mn errives 

i"1 t the T'Oir.t of bein.,_ p. rfect he beloD1:s to n_at or der of :,an rr.ot:: no o·ostE:cle 

ninder s fro:.r making tte intellectual eleuen t in h is soul live on aft e r death . 

'!::11£ i s "tl:e ,,orld to r.ooe" . • , . . " (J .Aoelson,L!aimonides on tht> Je,1i sh Creed , 
The Jewish Querte r ly Rev iew, Vol. XI X, Old Se ries, 1907 , p . ~5 ) . 

Le t -:J.S rem eobe!· , too , tr.at Yesocie Ea-tore.n occur,ies the c:ost 

.,ro::ii1cen t position in t !le :,:ish:nel: Torah , a ,.o r1: v:hich !.:a!.=ionides :ie lieved 

-;-;ould elicinate tne Tabuc_ ec t be t e:rt book o: ! $:-~el , anc. whim r;o~l d r m "< 

ne>;t to tci:: Hol y Scr ip t u r es . E .. niose!f states: 11J:ience , I heve ent i tled tt is 

i-,or ~ 1.ishnec Tor an , bec.l:r.1se a r-erson v ho l'eac.s the ':'ir i tten Torah :=.ni reads this 

dll kno\7 t he entire Crc>l Lc!v, ,·;i thout finciicg it ne cc,ssa1-r to r...:ve r eco'\:l"se 

: o anotner book" (:.!aimonides 1 ! nt r ocil.:ction to tr.e !.:ishneh Tor cll , ecd) . ?hus 

tr.ese ci.apters , sta."1c!i!'li'.; as the • .- do in tbe: ver~r ·c;eginnin~ of a wo rk v.hich 

!..ait:oni.des do.:.btl.:-ssl ~· m ou.:.:;ht destiuel1 t c be tho rc.ut·hl :· stud:ec.. and pondered 

over by every man :>r : ~rael , ensur es all et least a oinitltllJ accuisition o:~ 

tl:e knov;le cice r;i i cn a fford s im .... ortalit,. f or . .an1 E sow. . .Anc. , hence , r.e a:-t' 

oi E,e oni rtion tn.:-.t at least ~art o: t:'.e ;.1otivc \'\"!:id: r ro::1.:ted :'.::.inonid.es t o 

to oe sl::ov:n tu~m . Since .:Sit1or.::.des "oi:l ievec t!,at u.~ tl!':-.es o: God tet"ch us 



1n r eha:-c. to the second point c:entioned above there can be 

no douct ttat :!ai::ionides r.as p laced s r ecial e::irbas is in Yesode Ea- tor al. upon 

certa in ir.tellectual and , r actical p rohl ezls mat con.fronted l5rae l i n his 

t it:es . ::is no t e.bl :., fu l l e r consic.eration o: t b.e p r obl eo of 2Ilthrot:omol'!)hism 

ii: Chapter I is ~ ex.ai:ip l e of !..a:rnoni ~-:c s deelin ,·:ith onE o: the accutest 

intelle c tual conflicts of h is a .,,e - a conflict vrhi ch tr,e Almrulades . an I s l amic 

sect champi oni nc t.r.e stric t uni ty c..:id incor1,or eeli t y o: God. a ttemptec. t o 

settle on the -oattle:ield rhir ing :..a i moniaes' lifetime . 

C.laf ter V co::ice::- ,' ~-ta. 111: rtyrc.o:n iE ~no tr.er excellent illustr<Z­

t ion of t r.e pa rt yr act ical conside r a'tions u~d in ±e Orfaniz~tion of Yesode 

ii.;;-tors.n . ln our discussion o: tbi~ chap t e r 1,e des cribe oo ::.e o: t .. e relig ious 

and political conditions of t.. e ti::.es r. .• iC:. r.err.-.n'tec. t 1:e inch;.~ior. 0 1~ ~: is 

c~a~ter in Ye so<ie Ea- tor all (not for~ettb"' t l:.at t : .ere 1s e. l o.;ical r eason fo r 

its :r.cl ~si on , too) . The noleQi cal natt:r e o: ::n:.ch ar.~ r.ha t ~a ~~on ides bas to 

SG"I on propuecy in C1.apt e rG VII - X i s notP<' in our cor.10cntc:.r~•· ':he cl aiCc!' 

nut iol"\"lerd for be su:1rewacy o: !.oham.. ed aru! :'o r t..e :nissio:i of Jesus of 

:;c::.zare t i1 by t:iE.ir :ollcr.ers and f or t. c new r e,el ations o: otl.cr "' !"O!)heti c 

" r e ti.ders are !'.'.et TJitf. vigor ·oy :.Pi t:ioni dee . H1!= e::rru:.;s!':i s unon t !,e c.orelity 

...no le~r n inL oz' t rue 't> ro!1hets ( Ch . Yil) , t.:1.c oreeoitH,ncc o: ::oses in r ro1,i,etic 

:-~rce· ti.on CL VII ) a nd. i:n :r.e civine ua?li:~est ntion ; ~. c. -ut::c -r-:.t:.essic._; 

to ti:~ irutt, o: .-:us mis zion (.:.n . ViI I} , tr:.e ii;:i:;;ut~niH!. o: ~ c ':'ore.'l (Ch . IX) , 

r1:t tl:.E ;-- r ope::- tesU.nt, of ? l'Op:.ets to c.:stint,1.1:s:.. t!:t t?"J.e fror, t ":!£ :' ... .!.se 

{ r . ;:} is ,:,olc:..:.c~ in n.e turc if .:10~ in "'U:1)ose . 

C.t:r ti'.:.ird !'Oi:1t n;:io~ tu, suooroic.:-te o!'l.,ecti, es o: Yeso(.c 

tsn und.:rlJin& conz;.ection a r e ..,ro .. r,ec. togEt.£ r . 



l 1 cur COlll!.le:i:tary we sUt;6est t hct Chapte r Von martyrc.om 

was pl a ced in Yesode ~a-torah because in certai n circumstances one sho;tld die 

rather than violate a sint;le mitzvah, t r.c. t t.us t.cis Ch~nter hes a ~unci~ntal 

r€:ationship to t:.e entir e '.:'ar3h and belongs in Yesode Ha-to::-eh . Eo..-:ever , r;,e 

:~ind another :: i nd. of lotical relationship rllicl:. ecbraces a g r eat "' rt of the 

contents of Yesode Ha- to r ail. 

The r e is a J.:ind of three-fold relatio::i.ship froiu God (tl::.rough 

the J:Etium of t h e aJ1€el , ti'.e J.ctive I ntellect) to t he -r rophets to ::ian. I n 

Yesode na- torah .-.e find. those ~ rincinle r r hi ct'l man must believ- cncernine 

Cod , e . g ., His exi stence , unity , itC01'1oreality , etc . ; and con~t:> rn inc fr.e 

p rophets , e . g ., that -orophecy is en .. u t hentic experience , tnE ~ ::ose s is t he 

Teatest of ;>rO!•hE' ts , the divini t y of t he ':'orah r ev Paled m l~o£es , etc. 3ut 

i n Yescde ifr-tora.~ l'le :ind nothl:::.g o f Goe. ' s rel,, tionshiT to man , e . g ., there 

is no thing of Goci 1 £> ::ii rui.fulncss of r::an , re'1a r-i rmd P .:.."lis.'lment , tile ~'.essieh, 

r es-..:.rrection e;c. Jt is interesting t " cocyere , o n this score , th:: t:r. i::-teen 

.:.rtic les o :~ t ne Cree r' o : .~e.:.;;;onides 2.nt! t:.e co:i.te:its o:' Yesode :!:e- to rah. 

Stated d ir '~ tl:,· or c:eerl:, i opliec. , ~:e first nine A!"ticles o: t".e :?"e-ed a re 

t o -~e :o·.:.nc i:-:. !E~OC-.€ To-to reh: 

1. i :dstence o: :;oc. , c : . :::"4pte r I of Yes ode !-'..a -torel:. 

.2 . :.ini t y of God , II 11 II II 

.:, , Inc-orporeali t y of C-od , rt II II 

4 . ':'!'le ?rior i t; oi C.Oci , II II II 

:, . ?roc.i ~ it ion of l dolat.r:,·, " n fl 

6 . Au t ~entici ty o:' Fronncc;; , :!lat:ter VII , " fl 

? . ..oses Gre~test of ?rochets , :hs~ ter V-1 ' n 

fj . ::>i vine Ori~ in o: ':o r ai, , ~:rp-;e r V111, n " 



9 . I mmute bl · '..:· of the Tor ah , cf . Chapter I X of 1e sode Iia- t or ah 

10. :;od • s : :i ndfulnes s of i.:an ) 

11 . P.ewar d e.nd Punishment ) Not found in Yesode 

12. The Coming- of the l!ess i ah ) He-t-orah 

13 . .?.e surrection ) 

'.:'.'he subject's ap!'ear in.; in Yesode Ea--to rah, but not in the 

tnir teen a r ticl es of :1ai::ionides 1 c r eed a r e as follows : 

1. The Structur e of t ne Un i ver se (C1iapter s III a.."IC I V) , -

but tr.is i s nonetnel ess a !)ar t of abstract k:iowl edge , 

thoue,n o:' a lor.er order ti.an t:.e ::ncwlede-e of God and 

tne ane:;els . 

2 . ::ar t:; r doi:.(::hap: er V). - 'oi.:.t ti-.!.s :r also concen:.ec. r.i t '.!: 

an a t titu<ie of can to,;aro. Goe ax t,.e Torah , 'out 2ince 

t:ie Cr eed is concer n.-c. l'li tL b€liefs r vther t ~sn .'Ct ions 

v • 

it is left o-..it of t:::e Cree , . 

!'re~t::ien t of o'" j .. cts 'uearir,.._ t ::e. Divine i,a::.e (Cbaote r VI) , 

t:t:is too is ., , rt of man ' s :-rno1-:lede;e o:J: Goe , :mt is left 

m:t of t..e Cree<i oecause it is roncercei! r.: tn actions 

r~tner t :.an rEliefs • 

.;. :' .. e test:n, of - ropnc:s (Ch.?ptc.::- X) , - this d.a""ter is 

?,rt o~ t~e ciscussion on - ro~~t~y , but , P.ltnol.l,:h ~ro -

~ .necy !1.Ss an irmortant Mrt in t::t! Creed , i-; is left out 

.. roi,.:;'tl, ~c,r the sane re~so_ t . ..at lH.'!=ears above : 'because 

it a.eals rii ti1 actions r ct'.,er thA.D b1tliefs. 
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,;e nave tri ed to sho\"I above that :faioonides limits himself 

i n Yesoo.e Ea- t orsh tc a s r. ecific tileme , l'lal:lely , the o inimum of what a can 

shou:d kll0\7 o-= Goe: , of His prophtts, of r evelation, and of l?lcm 1 s proper basic 

F.ttitude to~ar<is t hese . But ne has clearly omitted discussi~ themes in 

Yesoue ~a-toral. whi ch dea l with God ' s relsti onship to c an , di f fe r ing in this 

regard from h i s listin. of the fundamental ori~c i~les of tbe Torah a s they 

a~pear in his COlillilentary to Pere~ Helek. 

,71t:1 t he e xcept jon of C!'l.2n tcr V on mc> rtyrdoo , ev e r y subject 

of Yesode Ha- tcrah is C•'alt w:to in :.:orer. Uebuchim. I ndeed , as Y.'e point out 

in our cor..uientary to Ch.lr, ter II , 11 , a large :,rouortion of Mor ee NebuchiLl is 

<i.evoted to t he matte rs discussed in Yesod e Ea-tor ah in short form . 



XlV 

The sections of this COLll:lentery are nw:iber6d a ccording to 

the pcr a€r sph number i n;; af ti,e cor.11Uon rinted editions • 

. ~any sections contain a :£ part . The b pe.rt contains e.xplana­

~ions of diffi cult words or phmses four.d in the ua r agr a;111 under discussion 

tmich we felt should be dealt ni th seo;:ratel, from ti.e ansl:,•sis o: t.~ meax:i.ng 

o:· t .. e ~rat..r aph and H~ a:>m:-e.rison ';';': tl-. 11o r eh Nebucbim. 

·,:e have incorporated o.11 references into our te;.-t in order 

to elirii:iate footnotes . ~!oreh :rebuchim i!: £1:reviated 11. N. , follo":ec. by 

Rolllall numerals desii;nating 1-hich of its three c.ividons i s referred to , follo,ed 

"!:y the Chapter num ·,er in Arabic nume r a~s , follov,ed. b:; a ...,:we numbe r . ':he pe.;e 

number is eccorciitlf; to the :,ae;enation o: ::icl1ael Priedlrni-er 1 s three volu::ie 

trti!J",slation , London , 1880. 

Yesoc.e :ie-tora)1 refer bo t h t o fr..e text and to our notes on ti .:t r.a !'agrt.-;:1 o:' 

ti.e text . i:i::e col!ll.l~nta17 is desit;nef to be reed tor et'.!ier v,ith t .:e te:xt , eai 

ca.roo t ·.;,£ und~rstoc.<! :>f itself. 

Tho'\.\:·L Tie ~ve oeen rently tt-nefited 'b:,· Loses :.Iyru:ison ' s 

.:.!l.!:_lisc tre.nsletion of Eook I of t he ::ishneh :vr:-.1-. , .. c lrve rende1·ed our 

translations in accord.co.nee t7it.h our un<i.erstandine: . 



l. ;,e ma,. fi r st note that i..aimonid t:s nas iraoe it t e ·ll timate 

~dsis of tae Tor ~ and of tb~ sciences to ·:no~ t hat t he re is a Firrt 3 e iJ1€. 

Secondly , h~ , soea:dn as a philosophe r , ma.~ s the kno~lea.,e of a First 

Beine rathe r than :'aith in Goo the basic o rincitile . In contrast to this , 

for e~l e , Saaciia ma ~s toe :ear of God the first c:.itzvah. ( See ~iddur :.:t. 

Sa.c,i r;. Gaon, '!> • 1.::7 a, e ci . I. Devicison , S . Ass,.i , ::; . ! . .;oel , .;erusslem, 

19~1) . .;~i c . ... i::, ::1.:es c a..:es t ee :irst ci t::-ve.n to ,mov: tr.at t ~ r e is e 

God . 

-e.i~oni t es 1 :o~r ~roo~£ for tr..e e~istence o~ Go~, es found 

io ? • • :: ., are barec. uc on :ir st, the t' rir.ci-le o:- ceus.2li t :: , "t.lie Eiss .. rtion 

that nothin• c:in cmn 1.: o r ooi.e into e:idrtence ,,ithout a cause , 11 econd , 

tne ~ rincin lc tnal infi~ite r ebr ess is imTocsible. ~ac se argumen t s a re 

ti.1001Jie,i in t :ie nhrast>s "First 3eing11 <= 1 . .,oss ibil. t:• of ir.fil,:t e re, ress) 

' 1;,n: F.e "or in_-s ::.nto bein€ all exist in.(; tr.it!_:;s ... " ( • t'l' c:"llH:•~ . " · . . ~-.1:r1-

t .. :.:1r occ•..1rin:_; in t.~ ... U:i.iver se, c.ltoou h .:.1 r ectlv nr oduced 11:· certain 

neerer causes, is ascri ~ed t o t ~e Cre~ t o r ..•. n, 1t · p.e ~ . Pnd ~e i s 

ther e fore t. .tc ultimrte cause • 11 ( • • • : : . I , b':I , ? • 2o2) . 

::11: las~ roc;:-~r,,:, is t .. t ~ al: existing t~!n.< s in t he tioiverse 

.-xist o::ily t .:To-,n Go.i 1 s essenttal e:>.:istencc (cf . II , '?) . All t ,,:L-~s o re 

ce:~~ J • ~or ~.e :r CY.istence u_ on ~ i m. Toe r.~ole [niverse woul~ ~. r ~st. 

Jus t as wo';.l.ld a ll6.n r.nose neart :ied ceased t o beat , l"lner e t l\t" s9heres to 

stop ::iovill( says - ai:i:onides . Siuce t!.. t? -ot ion n:~ t ~e snner es ae ~en< s u:r,oo 

.r01.. u:iceasin._l y , the cont ents of t:,e ;Jnive r se dec •n u ,on ::i:l, {See bel ,r- , 

l ' .:) • 



1 . o. 

It ::1ea:,s n.e mod be.sic : ri?1ci .. le . Since it is t l.e vr:r..- first 1:>hr e.se of 

the ten cha, ter s ter~ed it"")l J\.T '1)'l)' : it is r ee.sona"i;le to interpr e t 

i1; to mean the most basic •, r ind: ,le c: -:J1c :orah. Toe nert phr .;se , 

n 1 b :> 11 ";? -Ylb .Y 1 , stands in some contrast to 1.. . for it r ef e n 

to tne Gree'.-: sciences rat!ter t han t o tne '!or a:-. o: r.;velation . !!ere r.e see 

_.eimon~des as t.he r econciler o:' th<: :orah ant Gr ee~ ::-hHosoohy. Tl:.e basic 

orinci!)le of one a.no. the :pilla r of t z,e other is the same : to know t he t 

there is & First :Being. 

:ne initial letters o: t i1e first four rorde s-ell illil' ; 

a co:=no:i ::iieti~ti c flourish o: tr.e ::idcle ~es , e , f ., Jll l lh~.1 71 l>' 

p'21 Xi "'l ~ tJ - ::oie thAt :.'.simonides s r>ea1:s o: 

th.e First Eeinf rather t r.an o : Gcd . Ee is F. nr..ilosoche r . It 1!: a il•C;> 

fo rm of a A'"'? verb. cf J ,Jt, S'. 

;( .. y l:J 1J - I .: _!a~ .. :v:i:ii des r.ere ,~r· Lin_- as a t heo-

101:,.ian , he would have used tr.e ver·~ x,11 . PerLP.'0£ l.e i s sdrtiru:- t he 
.,,...( t ~- t.... .... ,t..:...,,.. 

r oble!.l of cree:io ~ nicilo~b: us i n e ~er;;. t !:at n::i s on: :: a s:.ii±t imnli-

cation o: dll. lo~ever , t .. e Tlh'>lf ::... t;d · ::iay be a stylistic oae s ince 

1 , , , ~ h - Jl J1, "',, I? - 'Ih:f. diffkult or..rese 
'" -=:, ,.~ •' ,.., 

Qeaos God ' r ~~scr.~e , God ' s r eality,~~ Et~self . I~ I , l J it is ident~:ied 

r.1tn a certain inte:-r,r etation o: God ' a c:l on,- k.lf! in 1..:: . , 1, o•. o .:-~ 

tni~ icterrretation o:' Goe ' £ Flor:· it e-iven: "Soi:e:,ir,c s t:.e escence , tl.€ 

reality o: 1;od is ::iem:t ty that e.xoress:on , as in the r.o~ctt o: ' .oses, 

"Suo, .. e 'i'h,, Glory" .•• , 11 



2 . All t nir.gs are contin ent u~on tne e~istence of the Firs t 

3eiut; . He 1£ t he 11Hecessa.:-;,.- of E:ds tence . 11 "The:, :>elon,., to a c l a s a of 

Bein, r.hi ch is temed ur:ossible of ex istence •• •• The r e lations be t17een 

thcs._ t'l":o idnds of !,~in1;. is t:.at of caui;e And effect . " (r.-o:fson, :· . A., 

The Philosonby of Sp i no2s , I , p . u7) . 

..... ,,. continuation of t he arf'I.U!lent c,f nar a grct.h 2 . The First 

'3einc; i1= co::.-letely incependent o:' t c.e t:niverse . Bis existence r ou l o be 

unof:ected oy t he non- exis: ence of t h~ ~niverse . 

t her:, 11 c;eans tr.at the First 3~in.; ls com,..let£cl:t "otr.er" from ::is c re:;.tio=is . 

Al l ot.l,er exis t it._: t .. iQ€s a r e de"'encer.t, 01.:.t tne First :?ein, is u.r. 1 oue in 

bdll£ absol•-t el y ir:rlet:endent. .. a i::.onio.es uaintE.ineci thE. the e sse~c£ of 

Go i ,·as an i..1renet.rcible rnyrterj . n l r;. tr..e co:!l:c:.rl e t1o:r. o; F.is ei;rence , 

~ence 1£ a brol 1tt . anc not due tc, ~:.:· csust • •• All ,~e und£rst12nc , is t be 

siltil.:=r , "i'.'.".O t...i:s not~in L (0!.1:.0ll dt .. the!:i • • • . " (: •• :: ., : , ea , ... . 212) . 

,'.;od , froo L:e .-.ofr.t o: vier ?f caurnli ty is w:i.lilft. an~· 

1. H 1 s ::::.ecessar:: . t:.e:• .s:-e -c,n !::r,en~ . 



l J\ J)"' YJ ~ - J.!aioonides uses this ;rord here in the 

1·.eani D.F of true , i. e ., necess:?r y existence; •1hile i n .....,a r a{';r alJh 1 above h e 

'.lses i t in t he o ea?:i~ of essence. 

o.'1e . i '.aino-:lies collz.tee h i!- 2r gu.!:lent : or t he difference bet,•een tee eristence 

of t r.e ~ir st ~ein · ?.nn t ~e existence of cll created t ~i~-['S by quoti?lg Scrip ture . 

int erpret!:: t h e Scriy tu.ral u -.as"{'.".e : 

71.J ll' "il $ :\' Xl"il '::> ... (:leut . 4 : 35) 

... Jll'J,Y (Jrr . l C: 10 ) 

::icans o: an analOi;Y of e,,.-i>ressions t o n rove exefPtically that W~ U '-;t~~ 

, the true Goa) hes t :> e sane force as 1-r1Sn ( t'.,<:r e is none 

r:lse beside :-:im) . T~is , .•c ·elicve , i r. t?:.e e:-=nla:t--t:..ot: o:· .. ni :noni es ' i:se o:: 

1-0 .. ce,. tion of t·:c divine attributFH" . All o:: tl1e -ttr!but es are in e buoanly 

inco ... 1r ~.ez:si"ole ·ie: ... -ier uni tPa. into one : :: t.·c ·:.:.vi=ie :.ssence . For e.r.az:mle , 
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of ind.et endeJlt existence, l':'hich is , P..s t i1e i;hi loi;o-:,hers ct= l l i , t he cause 

o:" t:ue existence of tll tnin1:::,s , or , as -,.e sa;-, the Cr eator of ever;·thjng 

that exists beside Rim , s o v:e also assume thet th is 2ii s€nce ':nor.s ever y­

thing-, t nat noth i ng whatever of all the.l e xists i s hidden froc it . etxl 

tbat t he knowledge a ttr i buted to this e ssence has notn i ne in collllllon with 

our knowledge , just as ti.at e ssence is in no r.a;r li/..e our t:ssence . 11 

II I , 20 , p • 88) • 

5 . a . 
._.. JI.. t-.J.._ 

The First h,d.n.;; is for tl.e first :.i r ~ :ni:1_~• X1de 

.... 

identical t o : h e God of r e ve l a tion, tc.e 11God of the :Jnh· r rse 11 enci the "Lord 

o:" All t he earth . " 

F.r..e First ;!eint: , God , :..s nor. t r:ived to eT.is-;. b:,· the classic 

proof of J er.i sh ohilosoohy, t he co smo lo :.cal :Jroo:: o: ti.e unex i!l€ :::o ti on 

o! fo e Syhe r e . In l.!orel-. ~:eouchir, ( I, ?C , p . ::!72) :.ai::io:,: des calls his 

stJ.ded ' s attention to the iMportance of this "'roo: : "Let their subje ct 

.:-o:.ctc...tl_-· re:..1ain in y our re :,r:,• when :;ou etua.:1 t1!-Lt I a:i t;:-o !n. to sa:• ; for 

t!.e E:Xistence o: .... - u 
\,,J'CXl. ..... 

_c,ve o: its or:n accord( .. . :{ ., 11 , l n troduct::.ou), ~.ai-nonices states that 

"a movin.,, i:.t. en t mu:: t e >.i !o t wr. icr. !'.£ s ... oved al 1 t:1 e t?;- i st inf tr:ms ic:n t 

:.:ros, Fr:!losopr.iec:.l 'l'er ..:1s in t1:.e :.oreh :'e::uclli.m. p . 1::-~) . The Cli·.ise of 

"··•- ot ion o: thet. a:en t is : ouni in tne ..-xistence of enotn..-r .motor o: 



the sa1:1e or of a different class, the terr.: "notion" , in a e ener el sense , 

veitlf: common to foc.r CPtegories((l) cr.anges r.cico a:fect the substance of a 

!l:ir..,: ere callee. Ee:.c>si!: cm destruction; ( 2) c.han es in r eference to cuan­

tity a.re increase and decrease : (S) c.l\ance!' in the oueli ties of t h ings a r e 

trans:or::ietions ; (4) ch~e of nlace is c2lled motion) . This series of 

e:ot io!. is not in:ini te: r.e finrl tr.at it c an on1·, be continued till the 

::io tion o:· t !le fi:ts. eler.1ent (The su·o ste.nce o:· me sublm-.. '?' v:orl~ consi e.ts 

of tile four ele ... ents , fire , a.ir , v,a ter, and eaTth. ':'he s•1·:,stance o: t he 

s"l:ieres r.as called the fi.ft.1 ele,.1ent , or ou1nt .;ssence ) is a rrived et , and 

t hen it ends . 11T.oe mo tion of the f i f t n eleuent is the sou r ce of ever.,• force 

thtit :noves end p re!'a r es en;r subs t a nce on ear th for its combinatior. v-ith a 

:erta:..n for ce , a rui is connected wi tn tha t force b; · c c";iai n o : i:tter .lcdiate 

::iot io'!'..s •. . • !:ut the ::iotion o-f fat: svilere mu!'t li·:ev:ise nave been effected 

b:' an ~·ent residin,.., either t:ithout t ile s1,here o :- r.:thin it . 11 (e . g-., the 

ve. t he orai n :nay cause a c.u:nan cei::1g to ::iove) . 

i .a i noni.:. es t:1en - rvc~eds t.· desc:-i·oc all of : :.e nossi·oili-

... . I f t i.e .:10 -:o:- is oi..:.~ s: ::.£ o: tr.e s. here it mus t "tie eithe r 

~o , ·,o :re:11 or inc-o::-roreol. 

r . I: •n(':>rooreal , it ca.v,ot c.-e se.!.d tnat tr.ea ent 

is ouuio.e o: tl.l i;-:1ere : i - can onb -. e ciesc:rii:ec 

2 certrir; ~\)~·!JJ r eal o ,iect. 

! :' t r,e a ··er,t reside s within the snhere , 1~ ;:-;r t lie 

e: ther a :orce (!:str 1·:n;!:.e.: t.~r.;i .. ,:h:>.:.: fae l"'!l.Oh S[here 

~sis t.:.e case r,ith tl:.c :~e:? t o~ fire; or tt " 11 an in-



- 7-

Cons eouent ~y , tl1e a6ent ~Lien sets the SJhere in mot i o:i 

:nust be one of tbe follo,~be fo u r tilin,,,;s : 

e. . "' corpo real o~jec t o ... tsic!? of t i-e sphere 

·o . A."l inC.Ol""'Or t>l:.l o jt:ct sel"'ara";e ~ro.:1 t i:e st:he re 

c . A fo r ces- r ead t nro~·b.Qut ti:.c v.'r.ol e of t he sohe re 

i.. . 0:- ..::i i n .. iviE!. ~1t. fo r ce ;~tLi:: the ~ae re . 

One by one :~aimo:iides elimi:12tes the ooss i liilities , Cases 

(£) , ( c, , aid (d) .;r e 1.roved 1.J.l,,ossiol e on g r ou:1C.s r;nich re :iet:.:. ; . :>t ?,:-oo·.llld 

her:.; \ .- refore, t l-..e a e:it m~st 'oe an incoroor ePl be i ll(" not re sidin.-- 'l"it.nin 

~l:.e s':>r.er es. And ..;;.i::Jonides concluc.es: 11 : t ::ia;; thus ::e consi:ie r ed ns :-rc, ed 

ic.e the e!" :'ic!.e:it cause o: ... t ne mot~on o: t!'~e s .,e re , 1.:~ ~:'"!a! :-antio:: i s 

,=te r .:il , is nt:lther .:.tself cor,o r ~al nor d,,es i : res:d.e in n cori,)r, :-1 

o-t ject; it mu,. t oo, e nei tne r 01 i te cr..-n r ccor d nor ~ccidentall:r ( the JJo t ion 

o:~ o tni~_- coved alo:1t, r. ich a cov in,_ object) ; i • !:lllst be inc!i··isi b l e and 

.:JOJ'!ll n t Tl~t?n t . .e 

•)t;c-c t mui::t t .t.refore ::ic c!ivis'ble , Frotnot!? :.n :'r iedUl!lJt:r 1
:- Guide of ti e 

o r ·• 1 sec be His Ha:.,e l 11 

I n t.!ll': .:..::ove concl~sio.~ o;· ~ .e .:-os:.. lo i ,.~l ~ror· tr.rou ... h 

-.;:.e ,mceesi:1L :n":io:; o:~ t .u., s?hc- r"' , r:;e "~:: s ec .. t-i-oc:.te:;' ro;;:: oc,:: onl•· 

for t i.c, ~xistente o: G-oli , uut for tee ::nit;, ;,nc. Inco r orcc.::..ity of Ei:::. , too • 

• he closin. r~..:iar.:s o:· ri.-.ra~ooa v, tr.c•t lod causes tte 

sc,c.re to r evolve r.itnoi.t hllnd or bod.· !.e c r-recai;.tionary rc·..ar ·: • 

.. ebon:ces 1!: ai'r E>id tr.Lt!.£ :_,.!I e",,lf--e s t ed e. hu.,ian s::~r ib"te o:· st r en~~J:i 

: -:: Jo , "'" r.c cu.: _!fies .:-.ir s:ete:_e:it . C:ori ~aves ~ne ::nh•crse r.:.thout 
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a!) l;.rint. force in tbt manne r of :nan. T.1e mysterious force r.hich ::;od emT" l oys 

in movi~ the uni verse is er lained as follo,vs : "'.,'hen r.e r ;-' that C-od moves 

the s~heres , r.e mean it in the fol lo~ill(. s e nse : the s~hereE (which have a 

certain !ti nrl o:: intellect and a desire for tr.e :.deal ,,hich they CO!'l!)rehend, 

as we snail see belor. in our discussion of t nP heavenly sohe r es) hav e a de­

sire to ·oecome si:lilar to toe i tieal comp r enendef. oy them. This ideal , how­

ever , is si.r.mle in t e strictest sen s e of t n e word , and no t su·oject to any 

cno.D€~ or al terat io:'\ , but contten t in n r o<illcitl€ ever,"' tili!li; fOOd , ,1:li l st the 

snne r ef are co r~ oreal ; the le t ter caL tr.erefore not : e l!:r:e thit: idee. in 

onl;; a ction o:' corr,oreal bt:infs tl: a t can be !1e r :,ctucl ; (since :U&bonides be-

ie no ch::n .. e in the essence of the S"':iere , t1.0r in tre r.enE:ici:-1 r esults of 

:.ts aot ion . ( . • !: ., II , 4 , p . 30) . 

Tin.ls Vie r:,a y ,.in:ierstani tr.at Go d moves the uni ve r se by 

- •• a :.::io:1ic.es does not i;ay 

v·~t God -:>~ t:.e :. .. iverse . ·,,e r<1n onl;· -:::iow God in :-ele tion to us , not~~• 

'{ 1 ,\' i1 <;;:> ]1-Y .~ - ':":.iis i!.' a mClre M ::1crete , mo re -:,e :--

s onal ter::i . It is e reli.._' i O\lS r athe r t h an chilo so:1hi cal Phr ase . 

S2S 1 -
tn'.l"',,;,1lt thnt tne spher es "ere n i ne =-~ number: So:!'7er. ca-1:"r;:i nt; t. e -.-1ane~s , 

L,c l ,j.{,; inc, tct S\!n a."lc:. t.r.e moo::. , one cor.tai .. L,~ t !:.-e :ixej stars & ~· ~r.e a ll-

t:O:C T E!C i ilt., sphere called (c: . bel o~ c:r.a~ ter II! ) . 



i:avinc ~resented ~~e ""!tljor a r ["llr.ent for God 1r e~ ·e ence in 

. • =- , J aimoni<1es bas 'C'r eoe red tr.e , ,a;, for t ne first affir::iRtive collll!lond , to 

<DOV, tr.et tnere 1r a Goe . '.:'~ii r ne sta tes here , F.,.. .. then he illll:lediately rro­

ceeii~ to state t ne negative comraand , "Thou shalt nave no other t;0de before 

'....e , 1' (E7 . 20 :3) , wh i ch is a net,ative m1· · of stati?I{'. God ' s l'nity . 

Ee v no denies t.r.e Unity o · God is ter::-.ed a 7P"' 'j :l 11>0 -. ~ 

r de:iier of t ~e ~reat principle (of Judaism) u9on 'l'lh i ch ever y thine e lse de-

!:'e nds . I n Mei oon1des 1 t :1indn ~ t r «' unit:1 of C-od is e ~ r eat r.-:-1nc 1-le . :n 

.. o r e:1 };eb-.:.chio l~a i 1tonldes e ven :,lllces n is d iscussion of t he net·u-e of the 

civine essence , oPsed as it is u:;on hls cc::ice-t: on of :;od 1 e :.·n: :.;· , •efore t.:s 

::.i s cussior. of t he existence of G-.>d : t he fo r me r occu..-,ies :lost o!' vl) l u,::ie 1 , enc. 

-.-x ln: t e r .e :'~rzt ,er o~ volu.oe II . 

-;-t \U 'i n 1 ~ b - : ai::ionidee is r.r'i t1af a code of 12\"; 

as l'lell o s a t l:eo l o,;v . The commandMents as \,el l es ohilosorJ-.ical doct r i nes 

7p.,.., _ a l'.11"1'"' .. .!\ ! f' e doct r i:1.e .100:1 wr.ich other r rind ­

r les de..,end , rs .. '.ai::::onidee clear l · s 1.~ este here wnen re ~er -.s r nit~· t he r r et>t 

do, na unon r.:::.c.1 e ve r :rt11ir ... d e -er.er . As r.i.11 e s e1:n i -.:-ec..1.c. ·el·· °t'~l .e 

::octr inc o:' inrorro r e:-lity o: Goo de ens ,;.-..on ~od ' s unit .. , EIE l.!!lde r rtood by 

•• c i -.o!liC.cH, . 

7 . 

lwo- folcl sense il:l. WHiM !.,i:ioni.der , E>lonr ,.it.n othe r cec iaPvcl nhilosol'll.ers . 

e.::t-l oyed t.:.e e ::t r ese~cr: :.nit;-· o: i,od . "In the f irst -,J.ece , it 'l'las used in t he 
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sense of nu.cerical unity , as an assertion of 1~0:11'.theii;m ano a <ienial of the 

e.Yist.ence of mo r e than one Goo.. 11 (,lolfson , li, A,, The Philosoohy of S")ino:ra , 

I . ~ - lli , Caobr idj;e , Lass,, 1934) . 

We mil;bt tar.e tais to be t ,.e ?:1eanint- of tt.e o!)ening phrase 

"In the second, it (the unity of God) T18S use o in tile sense 

o:' esse ntial unity, or s imolicity, a s e. denial of any kiod of inner i:: l u ralit:r 

in tne diY:.ne netur e . 11 (ibid) . This denial o:' iil!ler r l ural:.t~- refers to 

ph;;•sical s.no to lot,ical F l urelit:; . •J!l1 t.· in ';;!is second. senfle is ic"llieo in 

,·i_ia t is said. b tne remainder of F . 7 . 

First ,.aii.ionides dE::!lies ;:enerally that God ' s .:..nl. ty can be 

J.i,:e t.Le unit:, o_ anytnint, exist:.n, in t:c.e u.,iverse , e.nd tr.en he dennes tr.is 

f-ent> r al stateir,ent b:, noi:1tb,6 out the two kinds of unity Tiitil \'l!li~ we a re 

fe:iilier and denyin& their validi t.Y 11hen dE-:'i:line Goo I s 1·ni ty . The fe::iiliar 

t,\..,o::S of unit:,• are , fi r st , l or icel un t .. su~h as tc.e unit' of a s~ecies , e.r . , 

~:-.e s -::ecies "man" is a unity ; @nd second , chys:.cal un~ t:; s·.1ch es t!le unit;; 

of r.ny ma.terial boc:1 .-nice is ;, tuinc- by iti:"?lf an ~ossesdn n.-::- ts and 

~i:nensions . _".Ile u::11 ... , 01 !':recies \ri>s i::rortant to cif:ere:::.,iate fro~. God I s 

•·nit:,- :ieco.use t. ese r,ere Y-,ent .. eists mo loo-:ed upon tee 1:.ni-:-erse r•s a ::ind 

of snecie and saict this was .. od . ~.Eioonides, l.it::self , relievec t::-.:a.t t.iie 

1.r;iverse was a~ OTt;fu.:c uo:ty (cf.~ . • ,!\ . , I , 72. , 'P ...?te) . ?.1t :.ai::i:onides 

r, rt7,1ec tuit God a:..: t::e -t:1!.,erse coulc. •• c t be identical , for Go5 1 s ~nity , .as 

.,eitner , sa;;r .. ai:i.ooides , is t ,.e unity o: Goo to ·r.e compared r.ith t.'le unity 

o:· .. ~ter:al bodJ,· r!':.i.::c :s ro:..·rised o!' r-,rts ar:a dimensiom• . This is Pn 
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The nr ob l em of incor-orealit .. demnds a special discussion. 

~f ca:i reenil y be discovered by a clance at the reraainine pararr2~~s cf 

__ .: ' "~- .-:.:1= , ..:a: ::.>.:_:_c., ta i:i ~r ent emrnasis 1..1.non tile incornoreal: t ;r of God . 

:-.c o~lievec th3t "r1ittout inco!"1'oreali t. ·• there is no '.mi t:,., . 11 (:• . F., I , 35 , 

• 12&) • .Anc ae hel d ell t hose , ,,r.etner ce tne scoolars o r of the mp sses , 

;.o te infidels r.ho did no .. . li · -tl...i. 1 · t 7.h('~. '' l - - 134) oe eve 1n
11 

ncor'"'oree l ;. ,,. • • • • • , , .:io , 'O . • • 

.. ,., .. ever , the belief in the incorcoreali ty o: Goe. is not e coow.md:nenr. of tre 

To~an. I t gr ows out O¥ lo i cal deduction, not fro~ revela:ion , tr.ol.:Eh 

.. ai;;.or.ides atte•;ypts w I ive it Scr i r t·..1.ral suot:or t in ~e "'le:,rt nar at;r ar:1 

:- r( inextr:cabl: interno,en. 
~ ~.._.,.-,,.~I:,,/_ 

One cn:u;o t e vi et ,1i thl'I 1t tr.e ot!:er , es ue s.'lall 

°"ee , a;id bo tb c-re interrel.ctec. to t,.e cosoolo"'icel n roc:· cf God ' s eJ:is~e:ice, 

as we _av~ seen aoo7e in the disc~ssion o! !, ~• 

!'.ai::nonides ' .,,roo · :'or Goe I s t:.:1:t;· anrl inco!""'oreality oey 

one another . 

~ody to ~e ~: ~~out cimensions . 

in e::ier c;:. 

_·niver se is .. nc --sir. ·l · revohin~ , r;!~ich ce::i c:.:.: r .. · c::. 

:f ~ovcc :~ ~nfinite force. 



r . Hence He mu.st be incorr)oreal. 

G. Since He is not a ~hysical body, Ee crust be a unity , for 

only Tibys icel bodies can be d istinr)l ished f r om one 

anothe r , ro t r.at he rr.ay sa;, ther e are tro o r more of 

trem . 

t~..at t.r.e ir..:initely r evolvi ng universe :.ruet be movec bv an infinite force , 

\',!.:.en can only ·oe incorpo real .ond r<ence e unity . 

..., ·..., 
" . n "I \.J ~ 1,1.• In,. ,7 , ~ rJ - Accicents =ea~ featur es -ecw.iar 

to an l.ndi vict:21 liist.ir.~7.lis:t..int. r.i:n :roe other in,Uv:c'. uals . 

r·..:.:-:o n. of revelation to his philoso 1:.· ccl p roof ')f God 's i:icorpC>rcality. 

7r..e.: reoui re no comm-:n . 

:e •. a:.r. in t.ue te;,~ , ou.r c.ttention rei::.c ce!.lec i.O it c!ll ; c:· ac ts above t!le 

Th.e t\","0 ri receclir .. 'Pra,:rt:• r.s nave r.rovt.-d t t,c't Goe is in-

;nt •. rc. o rJ.ie.n was of major concer n to .. aiJ1onider . T'oe o--enir,r ~eventy 
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c,ll!J,ters of i.or en !ie"b .... ~ic .;rE E.1.--;ost e::tir el , dt:voted to its soh;.tion. In­

deed , ::ai..1onides solves t...e , rcc:emo: nnt::'!'"'J r.Lon:n ic re:'erences to C-od i:1 

- · ., . even cefore ne ives -is &ttcntio:1 to ,hot we ro•Jld cons:c-er the !t.or e 

.:.de !-'roble:..s o;.· t r.e cxhtence ;,._,c. un: zy of Joo. . 1,.n_· so r.e sho··ld :1ot be 

t"·.:.rr:rised ,1hen he elves !..ore c:scl..Scion t.) ti.~s ~rotle~, i?i tr.e ~.is!.?l•~n 

~or,..:., -lso , than he doeE to the ,:-r oble~ s cf e;~is•ence and .:.nit;, of Goe . 

:;:rar,c E"..:£ik points out t,uit tne Je11s of ~.aimonides ' time die not doubt the 

•: idEnc-1. of '.J.od , and v:e =i£X: t aci.c. , ::.is '..lni t; eit.:ie r , :l..t t .• et rany o: ~:.e::. 

... at an inacequete idea of His s 1ritt:.al nttu.re . (:.ecliEval Jer:isil ?i:iloso!-,hy , 

-rl) . S ince t .. e 3ible ~ot:.ttt::ia:,ceJ t:,.: oeorl. ' cr.tr.:-oro:.:cr ~:ic co:.cep-

tior.s , it -:i-1e ·.u-._e .. t t.t.at he denl i:: sc .e ~e>tcil ~it.1 '.!.is ""r orle:.i. 

~a:.:-:or.!.c:i.es ' ::1eiliod io v, r· de-! le . ~e oints out in tnis 

, n . .._ra u t. • .....-t ti.e rental c&,.!.Cit,\' o:· ::ien is s·1C':, that tne:,- C."'1.:1 onl_. ccnceivc 

) , -:-.:.st necesscri l y 

·.o o:·.i:.. ... r:,· :.:e-!l o;,, •. ~,ns o:· si..:l!.hc tal:en fro:1 p1:s1cal boc:.es ; t "l"' · ·, is 

_!.•:fr. ~;;;, s:.:::ilf t.a..rer, :ro- ::ict.if'l:l, ec;,use "J:·(;i:..2r: :en ccn::cic.er o~l:· tee 

oc!.· 05 :'.111.; , tr:ly, :r.c ·.lT • ..:u:. he! c: i~t:.::c .... :, tl.c- sa·,e ·,an!'.c-r ~1?tion 

:.s. coc~ire reci ~.- t .. , c :<1i:-..t, r • ian l'E ict>ictiC'al '"·itl:. lift:; , ,r.et .:?.nnot :o'\"e 

vo!.•mtc1::-1:~ :fro 1: l ace to ! lace : .ns no li:c . ... ':'r.e: , .. rce tio?". o~· t::E !'t:?l!'"Ei , 

•·l:"·"'cie.11~: ry h~: rtn. an.: cet:~r. , is Ol'$t :no;;n to ,.;.r: r.e !::.aV'l r.o icec o:-

::-.o :!on o:· i.r.,- otr.,r ~,ode of coo:..-w,icr ti on 'bet·,een toe sow o!" or.e xo r::t.i 
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infon::ec: tne.t God ::.as a !clotTled~ of t!l.illGs , and t"'1et. coci:;1unication is t.1B.C.e by 

to tLe ? r o_h.ets r,ac, COD\·ey it to u s , tney ren resent Eil"I to us as ceeill£ 

and ~ca r irlf;',••·· Toey ren r esent ~im to us as s r ea1dn- · •·• God i s des cribed a s 

6ctive ~ee&use ~c do not knor. an.v other oode of ~r oducin~ a t oin& exce~ t by 

c.irect action . 3e is saic to uave 2 s .:,ul in ~e s e!lse t lnt. ~e is livi Ill:, 

c ecause all livin._ ~eir-~s a r e ber.erally sup:ose~ to G~ve a s oul •...• Ac@in, 

since ,.e ~erfor ... all tnese act ions onlJ o~- ..iet...'ls o: t:'OMorf-&l orgsns , ,:e 

:· i urativel~• &scr i ce to God ti:.£. orea,ns o! lococotion , as feet, l'nc thei r 

sole s .. ... . 11 

:-_is : 0 r t t.c.y t:C.SSE:-E,E 's Letn ouoteC: t o ...a:oa clear 

.. ti:!cni:ie s 1 attitude to\7crd entnro ~omorr nist1s . They are simol:r necessar : 

_,,:ls , to bf C"Od'lned ::e .!Us:: of tr.e ir~deo·.ll't:iEs of t .. e hurian ::ii:ld. 

Fr-re~r a r. :1inc c lose s m t l-: ro e inte re~tir~ c~::.:::ents , Si:c:C""e 

?"• is unchP'l,inc , ho-:- coJl d the , ror,hc.- ts see Hi11 garbec differcntl:,• on 

·:a rio.1.s o ccasions 1£. fae im"li<-r- tio.c of :.ai.:ioni.des' ~ roo :· ta: ... Goe is t:.ot 

:-t:cll:• ceen o~· tnE -ro-ibet~ ·::,,_ t . .at ::!'e onl:, irre;, rs i:'1 t!- is :..:-nner 1:i 

rophe tic visjons (cf. 1~10~ ch , VI! ) • 

.... reve a.i scussco. _ai.;1on::. es' co:.ce tion of t :.e co,.... lete 

.oses act.ally 



t.c.is 01onled.i;:e . ~~aimonides is ro : nt· .. a.it t::et "the , . iseet o:~ cen'', !!oses , 

could not co?W re-heno Goc. 's ~sEence , so hor. mucn t ne ~o re t Le coi::::.on lo: of 

t: !lsenc-e t nan an.v otner bucan ever 1'6d before o:- s:nce. :i:e ea;."E tr.at t~ is is 

10 L ,. ... l, 65 , 

•n!.s to l'.lean "Goo Th..vself'' (Eh eMence) sn:l that i,1').::> wae ,,fbstituted as 

:. aibu t e o: bo-.. ~1: . ':'l:.is ir.ter,,ntation fr l-esec on Goc's ann,e-r to .~oses : 

, esence. 

11. l.ai:noni des, ~vin o.e:=;?netr~ted tr.:-t c-o• is not e ::ll'te r ial 

co ... osit i i:>n , ~o!'i•ion , ·!::,tr,sior. , ,.,ve::r !.: , re::.:-~io:, to ti=t:- - - t:.-f' , 
... tJ...f,., _1,,.{I,. 

.:!.-onicei: :eliev<e1' r.re ''&n acd:llnt to =ot.i o::-. r.:.ic.'.l ara~n is connectca 

c:·.:.cer. in sw:r-:irr £o r~. ;?11 poseiole: cor orcAl or ant'lrol"onorr.hic references 
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c 1:·..icl.i!lf" to di f :"er ent ve r sio11~ ond :,osl'ible ..,ent:11 s of .. r.r eses) . ~.ai:i:onidec 

t2r.ec 77S j t.) S to refer to God retL~ r thM to Heaven in t:ene ral, .md be 

ec.:-lo;·s tais text to supraort ti s view tc.et .'.;od CEJlllO t&ve a t t r 'butec to :!'!i.m 

tLe acc idents of catte r sue!. a s stE..11d:.n.,_ o r sitt1nt , etc. ( cf . !.'. . ?; . , I , 12, 

.. auion ide s concLxles \7i th r. ouod. e r at de::onstrandwr, : all 

tne co r r,o rcal one! anthro .. o::iori:hic statec:c r.ts in tne Penta'.e..1.ci: c.nd Fro'""lhe ts 

l&:',b',l.aiit' ~ ::en . " For so.:ie reuson , n~t pr,;:.erent ID tr.i s rriter, '.'..?i.::onic.es 

;:c.ds a scrir tur tl :,roof a:~ter his ,; • .1 . D. fie £'.,ows how Scr i ... tures ro1~ld ce 

Caa>t~ r 1...ne CD-es to an en: vt! t!": :!ri::lonides extollin-· t he 

transendencf of JOd . 



J. . Tue love ;;no. fear of God a re divine cooc:u1ds . ~his -ar Bl;r e...,h 

The duty to love e~d to :ear God raises a di::icult ~roolem. 

:·or. it is :;ossi ol E' to fulfill ordina ry cozmants suci:. as ::eec ing the S;;o·oath , 

l o redee m t ae first - oorn male , e t c . , but it is qui te another .:natte r to be 

~o• ·:. er~ t o 1ove or fear sooethillt; , Love and fear are corunitments o:' the 

eno tions 6:::d ;iould seem to ?>e be ;;ond '' coercion , " even if the i ncividool were 

,.-i11it0 to be " coerced . 11 ~~aiitoni des cannot be said to b?ve s ohed the logi -

c:-.:. rob lem i nvolved 1e r e , but r.e ,.oes ,.., ive a ':im o :· solut ion. 

,,hen a :nan oo :iteurrl ates a.'lli an:iert>tands God I s , ,or • s end 

rett•.ires n e obtains ins~ht ir.tx:. ~o::.e of Goc. 1 r incouoar at l e E?.:lC infinite 

v:isdom , he is imtieci. i ctel :, fill~d w1 th love e-.d lont;i ni for .::Ori . :..an is 

'!.e- s •. .i. S-- , .X, u , : :.,_:.nonides sc •s t:.t t 11 0ne onl •, loves C« wit l:. t he irnowledte 

, i tr. r, . ...icn one: 1o1uus H:i:;. . ... A -:-e r son ouc;l:t b:.erefore txl de\·ote :ii ,:iself to 

ti.e ·.t."'lder st,mdi "le ane, c" - re:.ension o: ti:ose sci enc es .a.nc. s t ·.x!:..e s r::. ich .. i 11 

:n:'or .:a J.i ., c:.;r..ct!nli?lf .r.is ::aster . u ( c ; ... . :: . :: . , II I, 22 . ..... . l~ =) . 

L:ikewise , t,1e fea r o: Go4 is a ~onco":.:r.: t;:.::t o:~ t!.e s .. ad~• 

01 Goa. 1 s r.or,; and cr eat\;r £'s . :.ar. r;i ll not on::: l ove oc tr.row_r: a rec:ist.ion 

o :~ i.is ·,-onder s , out r. i L. fet=l t.i s o·,:!'.. i:.:; i .,,r.L'i cancc ·oefor e ~oc I s t r an seen-

a.e nt t reatness . 

I t r..i &-,t ue EHideci . ..ere t .• at .. ai:-.1onide s w~s o;;e o: t .e few 

_:.loso'"t,ers \i:',O was Ol)'"Cseti u: ant c r oroccn, :-:!:.:.i in ~::e :.! cc.le ~es . 'Io him 

<'!". it tioy a-:d oi s '.'lall c:o:ise-:-uence in tne vast unive r E-e . iie evers, 11 I t 

!s of -reat .-ivii . ta~e that ma.n snr,uld .:nov, his sti;tion, f.DG. nol e rroneously 
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~elieve tnat the whole univen:e e:T.ists onl:1 fo r ni::i . '' ( :! . ?f., III , 12 , p . 3-:.) . 

:. · tcYs a,:cin , 11 In order tD ob ta.in a correct esticete of ourselves , r.e must 

1·eflect on t t'le r esul ts o: t r,e investications r.r.id . ve t een i:iade into tre 

d: ~1.nto iontt 1,;ui tce d istances of t 11e s nhe res rnci stars •.. . I : tl::e 1'1h ole enrth 

i s infin'tel:t smsll in co1:me r i6on ,-:1th the Sl"ilere of t r.e stars , T1 nat is mn 

co::i,~r ed with ell tnese c reated beincs l ~er., then, cm.:.l d ~nyone of u s 

: .:-,cine tilat these thince exist for hi£ sru-:e and bene f it , md t he.t they ere 

?-is toolsl" (ti . K., !II , 1~, '!'I • 5.5- 1:7) • 

..:aitionides, des:r in.; to o;en tile cioor to t . .e lo,·e of God 

fo r tntelli -ent readers , devotes chaoters II, II!, ruin I V to ;i, b roa d out:i.ine 

o: !ioo 1 !" c-reatio 1:: , de::ionstr.~in.- ~i:e Divine ~,i i:co::i .:,a:iifested. in e ll of 

t.:1e:a. C . .a~ter I might oe added t..., trie g r oun , too , fo r God ' s wor ks serve 

t.e t>urpose o: telli:.& us abo-.i t Goe ' s .. · £coo, am C.13-r-ter 1 si:!ll'l ·• tEll s us 

i ::..:. -O:'e d irect re/ about God ' s !:atur e . In · . • :: . , he rtates 11:'o r the 

t. r .:.t.h s which t he ~w teaches us - the ·mov:ledt;e of Goe ' s 1>·i stenc-e anci 

.,oc . (c: , "!esode ;.ir- toral., !V , 11 , lr , 1~) . To knor. roe. ie ti> l ove ~im n rrl 

to fe1:.r L:im. 

:-or..,h is r eally fcE r . J,,n(i • • rimi:>nicies , El?"'c r entl y , l7SS nots-:> cer tnin :,im­

:-el: . In . . . , . . :r :- s;:s4 ·m• t.E :eer o:· God to a so·.u-ce differe:it fro::i 'knor.­

l..,d.. t: . Sa::s r.~ 11 ':'he t,~o o·cjects , love er.d :et1r o: Goe , e re acouired l., h10 

dif!'erent means , ';i~e lo ve is the r etult o~ t r uths ta~ht in tic La ,· , in­

cbciint; tr.e tn:.e: knoT1le4"e of ~.e ::J:ii:tence o: Goe: ..-:.::il!;t fear o: ~od 1.E 

~
ti ... ri·~ ,t-.. ; '"<{.",. ~'-

d 
• c 11 (" ,..1 III ""' p · 9u ) . ':'he f .. l:illment. of the ro uc A 11 .n a.11 . •.• • ,- • , , ~- , • •• 

ti av-, t h r esult in tne fear of Goo. . lnor.lcl.;c onl;; induces love . 
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This w -raeranh indicates t he subjects to be discussed t:-sr ouvi 

C,un) ter : 7 . :.:ai.::tonides L£re divides evt r:thin~ God bP.s c r e;,ted into tl:ree 

~iftinct categori es : 

l. :::oc.ies COCJ!)osec. of ma tte r and form and subject to con­

stant ch.s.r.ge . ( In!: . :, . he r efer s tc t hese as t:....o 

Jateria - rima , or ti.e bodies below the snile r es. 

(M . 1~ . II, l t>, u . 53) . 

2 . Bod ies o:imposed of t:1atter and form , but not subject to 

ci'.all&e , e . ( ., t!:t sn.1eres and thE stars clace in the::i , 

:: . ':'he aOf:els, which ccre rure for:n without C'Lltte r . 

1,'.aimonides discusses each o: tl.ese , tru : i:1 ::-e,·erse order 

i:t t...e :ollov:in · c~"t.:rs t nrou.:;r. C.:1ap ter rr. 

~.ai.nonid es 1 descri~t ior. •::·~ ,Ji els as i'c.c ... s witl:.o.:.t t'.s.tter 

.so 
~'.l: , says .. aioo1.i d es , t.hey 11ere ,_ seen in ::. , ron1e t :.:: \"idor.. l cf . be lo\"' er. "/II ) 

o ::·ers Sl"rin t ,Jral ~roof~ . Goe. is c;;lled a d.evc· r i n - : ire ir. !>e-.tt . c. : 2~ , 

enc. ,:;o.:: is ir:cor::rP:>l. St:. ilerl:-·, the an ·el5 ere i:-allo:-d fier:· , ··et thev 

:?c 2 :-e incorroreal enc t!lc tem is a fi cure c: ~-eec.l: . T'.,e Ser'\. ntural 

t tJ' ,. '" .. te··t,\t-.o ,...r ove t hat t h -.: ter :.1 win::z as art,lieci t o anr-els is -ie tt'- :1or!cal i!: a 

: . ob!'c-,:re . Joes JllTll"'} .1ea.~ ~- irits or r7in:ls? Joes t r e te xt ,cet so e 

:1·,. •;1., , r,.,Y ious verf"e (Fsel.:lt 1 ~-: : 3) ,·.-hi -i, s r eaks of ' "!> J::> .. ~ -
o:r is n1nr1 rel ated t.o lr.E l;-~t, r;,lf ::,: 1t:.s i) \'";';l ve r se 
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v;nere it is in parallel conrt:-uction wi t h (9 -;t '] 'tUX 1 

llaimon i des nas po sed a difficu.lt r :-obleri fo r himself. At 

l!·,c: ,· e r ~· enc o: II, 3 be states tc..~t t ne a ?:?t;els ere onl ·.- :o?:!.s disU!l€Uished 

from each otller. :5ut ho,1 am incoroor eal fo ms be d istingu::.shed : r om each 

ot:ier ? Fe sol ves this !)Tooler. ·o., stating in tl .. is -par ~ r arh that the an1..,el s 

Pre =:..etini"U,ished froc er,,.:i:. -:i:i e r i n causality . ::'.ach one cie ends ::or i te 

,•,:i stence U:)On the ener g;i' of the one irr.::..ediately suoerior to it , anci all of 

:ne::: exist ci.e-:,endent unon vod. In II, &, .s.notr.er dist!.nction is ::1entioned. 

:::::.s causalit;r is releted to t!::.eir ruir in mor,ledi:;e of Gai . 

o:; . Since aneels ere incor-ore:al , the.: C0-'1 :-. c l"e nc. rQsi t ion in 

s-:ice . :.c:.i monides , fea r inr· ti:.c.t 1.is use of 11c ·c-ove 11 = ~ "i:.elOT· 1' in refe r ence 

to the ancels in tile n r ecedi:1£ ..,ar atr a~h :ni,..ht be oisbteri1reted , e:r.clains 

caus.;:!.i~y. r.ni c:1 r.e Leve ro i::ted out alreed.· in 11, w ,~ere t:-:e t.;o wa·:,s ~n 

7 . 

,:· revelt:t:..on 2.n 1 ti.e I ntel li~encesof tr,e S ,:neres o!' v reEY. nilosopl:,:: . i.e 

... c : u., 11/ ::ia..".{es tr.e:i :.:ient :..a;l in sa: inc;. 11 ••••• tht' r e is o:u ·..- thh 

.:i::'erence in tne na:nes e:i l o;-.red - - ne (Ari!:t:)tle) us1:r ti~ Le- r ;n " I ntelli-

t-nCt:, , 11 2na \7C sa,:• ''an£els 11 • 11 ( •• • : : . , ~I , o , : • ::,-) . ':';tE ten r,n;:s of 

.::.fe:!: .;re co:.marc•· :.e !:c ';. . .r ten : ntel:iE-t:nces o:· ::edfreval Ari!' toteli su . 

( ~-. 1,. "ol fsc.r. , r lt•in !: t:.r: I . :t> 1:. i £ences as li 'l'idl;· ;cs :,ors i lle cs fo llor,s : 

"C-o l <:: ·.:.re '" 

lF i> c r eftiv c nort:r, i. ; , eco;:;e:s oc.,iectifii:c ir. a thoU{;ht , knorrn as Intelli -



~.?nee , w:,icn \1hile i=aterial 11.:-ce \rOC. hi::1self • ••. is o: a less -oe rfect orci.er, 

inas:nucn 2s oy its r..s,t\;.l"e it is one uos5ible oeill€ , h&v:ng a cause for it~ 

.?:":- :, • • .:: . T.he ii1ou.:-ht o: this I nt<'lli ence , rhi::h is sPid to nossess a 

C.J.al nsture , ob,je c tifies itself in anotho:r I ntelli1€n ce and e snhere . So 

~ . .r.e rrocess toes o:i until at a certain sta..-e c rass !li.8tter B.!'1)ears r.ili ch is 

t!"e basis of the suolu::u:.r v,orld. 11 (i7ol:son , K. A., The ~l:ilosophy o!' 

S · ino2a , I , ? • 9t. : . ) These I ntellirences r -resic.e o·:er the s lJheres . The 

lower;t r ank , ll''\tl'X , nhich cOCl!!lUDe rit. t:-.e nronhets i& ici.e!ltical to t he 

:e~:~ I ntelli~enc~ or ~ctiv~ Intellect o: II'stotle . I n Yesocie H3- tor ah , 

IV , o , t he l1"'1 .. ,,, -cerform o r ec isel,.v tr.e i\:.nction o: t he Active I ntellect 

,hic-.r. is to --i ve for:> t o t h1; ::.at te r bel ow t.he sr.i':t>res ( c: . 'iiol:fson , ~ . A. , 

_J1e :Philosor h:.· of Sp inoza, l , n . ''l ") . Also , !r. ~ . :· . :.:d.::onides !'8 ' 'S that 

--. ro· necy a r ises tlu•()'J.t.h an er.:tine: :on f r on tr.e .nctiye In• ellect (l'. . 1; . , II , 

,,o , fl . 173 ) . Evidently , :,r we see , :.ai:nonides 1 lil:'t o: naces of an .,.e l s 1 

ra-:i..r.r ie only a Jurlai2in of .a:-ieto:;le 1 e Inte l li .:;snceF . ·,.C\l~son ;;u: r,o r ts this 

c ,-:-.cl·.;.sion : "J,.:.100~ .;'ew:sn a.1d .Arabic ~hilos".>~hers, tt:e Aristotelian and 

?ltJttnian I ntellite~ces •.. . v;~re identif\ed '7i tn t he ane-;els o_· tt,e ~ibh and 

:·,.:.n=tioucc. as t:1e ~·.!se of ti'.e ::.o • io::.. O! t t.e cele-i:tial s 1i-.ercs. (O != • cit . , 

. , • :: l ) • 

ie :-.ny ncte t r.at Ha;,ot:i , Qrna:ci.::: , Hash~alir. , anc Seranl:im 

:ul :'it-ures ::ro, .. t h , n.ycti::el vision of . :-e-:-iel (i z . 1) c~le~ tee !'.6:lser. 

.. er ::abar. the :•vir:e Ci1F :-io- : - - ;ore conrerner. i n :·ai .:!onices• s.•'lltllt:sis o;' 

.=er.hi; anH,lol~l.:: :--.nc, ~ree'{ -:.r.ilosoph;, . : n : . . :L ht stt. '.:es tl.~ .. one of' h is 

~rb.:b:,,l o Ljects is to exoo:1nc tu Ji vine Clrn riot (Zz . 1) (See~:. ,·., II, 

. ?7) , and he devots s sey eral c . ..a~ters to t"::i~ end {'.'. . ··. , :II , 1 "i • 

·.O\t'': '.'r, ! . , .. !s ernosit-io':l tJ.e: ~:•eth en.5 0---iv.ni::i are inter.-reted in a 

::r.:c.. lii::.,.u .-c:-:.· · ,.s t.ion frOC" their inter n r et2tion as I ntcllic er,ces of the 



• I 
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., . tre Eayoti:t r en resent 

four spheres ru:d t.Jle clement o f their existence (cf . v. . N, , III, :! , n . 5 f) . 

-The :~our Ophanil:i rep r ese::i t tne four ele:nen ts out of l"IOich all sub- lunar 

-~tt£r is cocosed, fire , a:r , water , and earth . (ibic ., p . 12) . 

; o. God 1 s T'nrone of Glory (Ez . 1 : 20 f . ) . In 

, . • , I , 0 , p . 53 f . !.:aimonides atte:apts to €ive a r atio:ial inter;:retation 

o: tr.e '::r.rone of Glory : 11 ., . tbe riord Xt) :> denotes C--:>d I s Greatnes~ and 

(,4i r otence, which are identical l'lith His essence . '' Thus , t.o say thpt the 

.:a•r() th a re c l osest to the Throne i :nr,lies tr.at angels of t h is rank are 

closest in ter JJE o: causality an:i in knor.lec.c,--e of C-oc to ::l-od . Eowever, the 

r-once:>t of the Throne ::, f Glor:: be. s !)lR,.ved a. ::ia~or r ()le in Jem sh !:iyst:..cism • 

. w: Je";ish L1ystic of ancient ti:aes r>.1ci. os t he essence of thei r ex:,erience 

"t::e asce:'lt o: so-..il to tl1e .:elestial Th rone where it obtai:1s &n ecstatic 

·:-i er. of t r.c ::-.aje s-:y of uoc. and t i:e sec r e !.s cf :Ii s •. eall:l. '1 

r-jo r '.'.:rends in Je,1ish '.-::·sticisr,i , !' · .., . , cf. elso n . ....S : . ) • 

.. 
• .r . • 

_ a,i=.onic.cs ::a inta1ns here ti,at. tae "Ure for !:1£, ant:els or 

i;>0 t ~i~ tha::i does !:!En, who consists of ~att~r anc form . ijor.ever, even 

.-e.i ::ioni C:es i £ su_ c :-t L r.- r e e s 11t- , ecl ~res ot"enly in 

·• tr.a t 11':1:.e co rcoreal ele;ient in =ian is £ lar0 e screen and -partition 

~ . .at prevents him fro- r erfec tly pe rceivinc aostr3ct ifeEls • •.•. EioTever 

re.:.t t i,!: extrtion of our ,inc. m.a~· 'Je tn comn rehend tr:c Di\·inc ::?e !.n.~ or 

~: c:~ • .. c -..e..,. Z- - l , .,. e :i.:id a screen and le rt i tion 'oetr.ecn iii:n 2nd ourselves . 11 

( .. . :· . , 1:1, 9 , t: . 31) . 



Tai s pa ra g raph reasserts the de"tiendence of eve:--,1thinf: upon 

C.od . ( See ch . I , 1 ,bove) . Consult;, . Y. . , II, 12 anrl 1.. N., I, 69 fo r a 

c iscussion on uow tne Di vine in:luence -: r emanat ion is i.or,ar tc-,1 tc; :'le uni-

verse ' so tr.at God is tne ev entual Author of all , the D .. n '? y il 
11 the life of t he t:nive r se . 11 

.. Tl 
' 

~ot O:l!.:f does a l l depenc. ::.:,on God , ·out C-oc. possesses self­

mo..,:ledi;e , and because He knows Hiriself He kno11s all thil'lt';S • 

"He (God) fully knor.s His u:ichan{"eable e ssence , al"d h.es 

'i".us a knowleoce of a.11 tilet rest;lts fro::i any of His ects . 11 (l'. • II I , 

:..d:c:ion:.ri.: s atte.1t'ts to :na..:e ,'.;-od ' s om:iiscience c!.ear e r ·o;-• a:i analo.y. 

:.e -oints out that the ~rod'"cer of a thi?li; kno,,s it in a t'l if:ere:it manner 

::-o:.:i tl:o se v:110 exaoi:ie t:-ie tr.intf • ':'br .;,cnine o-:>er ates in accor c.e:ice with 

the mordede:;e of t;:e man who i:nde it , the rocdne su ·:mi ts 'l> t he l:nov.ledr e 

n: t1-, :--" "\ . =ut t ne kno,·:lec. e- o:· o· ~• rvers of tne t:'.achi- .. is octaineci from 

~atcninc t r.e ::ioveoents of t~e r.:aci.ine itself, each cocent o: r-atchinf adds 

!'O':lett1inc to their knO\~ledge of its r.ordn1;..s • ! f a.n infin:.te n-..mbe r o: 

~•.l coJ:9lete tr,eir .<:r:n:lea .. e . ?esi.ies , they cannot '-:no, R:i;. of t 1.e ::io•,eoonts 

efo r e tr.e:,- actutll,1 ta.:e J'. l fl"'~ . sin =e the:,• :no.-1 tne= o:il: :·or t r eir actU£1 

,,:currence. The sa;:-e is t.i:e case rl ti: eve:r oc:Ject , e:.x :t~ :-&l.:.tioo to our 

i roi:: t.t::P ti.in.!; t !.e :selv e s , but r.i,ro.;j Hi s ·::-io.-le -',_e ,;,f Eii; or.n th oU[hts 

r.t ich r :-od-.icec evf r ;thint . (See :. . :: . , III , - 1 ) . : :eimoni des noints out thet 

If we .iere t o t r : to undf: rstend i n TTr.at men.'ter C:>d u."llierst.ands "it V/0'..lln be 

:~e sc..:-v: ..;s :: 11? tried to oe t he same as Goe ••• ,Su ch intellect does not 

<:;.is-: e>cent =-~ .cod , ;,.nc is at tl.e sa:ne ti;.1& :.is essence . " (Li • P • '.l:: !'. ) 



This "'ara-ra;-,l, is ~rec::.~ tio!lE-r:•• I t l'li shes t n ::ia .e clear to 

t. e reader tha t God is one, cesr ite tne f <a.ct tu;t in t 'le r ecedinE two r,are­

n:;)ea.icing as ii'Re , B'is existence , and Eis k nor.leoge 

\7ere se,i.:;r ate e l euents , as , for e:u....ple , sa;,'s :iei::lonides ne r e , r.e and our 

:"...:1::i .. 1£ d -e a r e set:arate . 

I n order t.o underste.nd rr.£t . .eimonic.es me~s \i'hen he says 

.. 1. l'nd our lmowledge ere separate , we oust und"'rste.nci his reculie r theory of 

::1or.le ,.ge . For his t heor ;r of knor·ledge we may t u r n to . . :; . , I , 6e . 'foe 

:deas o: this chante r msy be sUl!ILlar ized as follo~s : 

=-efo r e co:nrr enensior t he r e s:-e t i,ree tr.ines : 

(a) !.i:i"' man 1vno !)Oss1:s£es e.e :-,or.er ;;,:i.e. is ca;:aole o f com-

~ . ) the po\7er af compr ehension Hself 

{ c) the obj ect mich is cf'uatle of ·oeinf COIDT.)reh ended 

:hey beco L1e one end tte s~e r.r:.e n the intellect ilo in action. 

_nr:i tne rotential (hitt ca:-acit:; of thinkin{} is ret: Laced :.,;;• tee art'.1-e l and 

sir:.ce ti.at 17lJici. co::n., :-e .. ends is ider::ti c.; l "iith '; .. e : orJJ cotT"rehended , e •to •, 

••• ,::n i;,,. comt; rehencis t te f or :n of a certain tree , wnen ui: acstr acte its fona 

iro._, its _i.,. tter anc. re!, r o.:1:..ces tor alstrr -.. t f o m , :.e er_ r ei,t:nds acti\•elv 

c~ se t.1.e intell1.ct is not o.:stinct fro:i. r.z.at is coc.· r ec.ence • ::.c- very 

.. ssc::.cc: o: t . e a t.:.al intellect is its coo-::ire,1ension. 

{a) ':he: il. tellect b.r v.lliC!: ~e tree Lr-s 'bee:::i c,nwerted 

into en DOstrpc t 1dee or toe ~ct of th irucitl£ , 

( b) tr.at wilicn actua 1:y romprelleods tt.e a bst r a c t fon:i , and 

( c) tL.t t , ,: .• .:- ~s c:>.n_,re :?iende :i t.re t he sa.1t: r.:1enever rea l 

co- :-ei.ension te..:.:ee ol ace . 
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liow, s ince God is an intellect l'lhich is alwa~~ i n ection, 

a."ld as t he r e is i n Him at no time a mere potentiality, that He do es not co:n­

p r ehend a t one time, and is without comprehension at another time, but He 

cocpr ehends ex> nstantly ; conseouently, He end the thin g comprehended ere one 

and the same t hi ng , t hat is to <:.ey , His essence; am t he act of CO:Dprehend ­

in!: is the intellect itself , l"lhich is likewise Ii.is e ssence, God therefore 

is alv;ays t he thinker , t he thout;ht , a.nd t hat '7hicil is com::;>r ehended. 

T"nus we can s ee the dif fe rence between t ~o1J€ht i n Goq am 

taought in man , In l!lell t hou~t froc t ime to time ~ sses over from mere 

"Jotentiality t o retlity , and s ometimes the r e are obst acles in the .:ey of 

tie a c tive intellect . 3ut God alone , and none beside Eio, is an intellect 

constantl y in action , end ther e is , neither in Eimsel f nor i n anything 

:>eside ·um any obstacl 1. \ll1t:re-1>:,· i:i!: comprehension v;ould b e hinde r ed , 

1:aimonides e lll'Oloys tne Scrip tural ohr ase "As God liveth" 

:o ·oolster his concrnt of God I s Unt ty, The Bible does not sey 11:Sy tht> li:e 

oi God" as it says 11 cy the life of Pharoah" because t h :s v:ould n l£.Iest E. 

c istinctio~ bet~een God's essence and ~is life (cf. a~ove , I, 7 f . ) , 

For a discu.seion of the concluding thoafilt of t h is par a -

c..raph , that Goel, kno'7in,; lii:oself, knor.s ever ::thing , see above, II, 9 . 

11, The Haaseb :,_e r r.a:iah is d.efinec rere as the s1.:bject :;stter 

of t~ese fi r ,;-t t'fo chapt e rs. Thus , l'.aimoni de s :s t rans1:1utin€ .:.n a!lcient 

Jewish mystical terl!I , t!aaseh l.'.e r kabah (See :tat,:i6ah 11 ·o , 14 b , S.'bbath cO i:. , 

.. e1.':illah 25 !>, ':'oseftan !,ei:illah ch , l V) , der i vE d fro :u the vision of 

Ezekiel {Zz. 1) into Gree '· metaphysics , For these onaninr chariter s are con­

ce r ned with God and t he 211t~~l!! ( \ , e ., the Intellic encee), meta-::ih;.·f:i cs deal­

i:l,: v.ith incorporeAl beine-;s ( cf . ,:ol :"son , :1 , A,, The ?hiloeot:hy o: S ino~e, 

I !, p . 3) . 
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For many centuries tl:e terc Liaaseh Merk:abah was use d for 

certain my~ t1cal doct rines . L~ai mo nides ' usB.Ge of t h is term 1 s ob viously di­

·,·e:-i ent from the t r aditional meaning. '!1his can be explained in a t least tv:o 

-.a.vs. Either ~F.i moniees was not acquaintel with t ne Dystic:B l traditions 

carr ent .i:ic er th is term: or he c.elibe r ate~v r ef u sed t.o a ccent t hese tradi-

•ions e:s outbP.ntic. 

Lai monides r.i mself states : ''l have 'lOt r e ceived m:v belief 

in ~is resp ect (i.e •• exc-lanations of mystic pa ssages in Sc!·ir,ture) f r om 

any teacher , but it ha s been formed ·:.:r· r,h&t I learnt from Scrip ture anc. the 

u tterances of our S~es , and by the ~hilosophirAl n rinci~les which I have 

t1c.op ted . 11 (ti . N. , Ill , I nt roduction, p . t) . Agai n , he ex-pl ains that I s r ael 

!..oS lost i ts k;nol';ledt;e of 11t he secrets of t he Law" bece".lse t nese cysteries 

r£re entn.sted t o ver;: fer. men. and ile conclu:ies : "T'ne natural e ffect of ti.is 

rc.~tice r.as tr.at our ?l.t!tion i cst, the ::nowled1;,e o i" tr.e~e i:imorti;nt o.isci­

- lin s . ::c-ttin€ but a fer! re::ia;-~s end allusions a r e to ·oe :'ou.nc. in the 

,..a ~-, .. and t he •r1• c.· ..... ~"''- " (' ' •· "' 71 .... ??A) Fro .... --~1 .. it might • i.......~ - ,~ .. ♦ «"'~;J...a.i.... .. •• w .. - ~ ·, ... . - ♦ :, • - • *• ~ 0 

ne r :v-:-& be inferred t ha t . '.aic:onicies oad no tel'c.:ier o :· the m:r~tic trPditio?l 

:. e ~.ac" seh ::erke"oah nnd t hP : a.aseb 3ensc1ith ( t f..e cos.co:;·on_v r t ich v.-itr. tee 
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As may be discovered by r ef e rr inG to ! e sode Ra- tor ah , IV, 

1~. the first f our chap ters of Ye sode R2-tor ail a re devoted t o a b r ief exposi­

~io~ of n etar,hy sics , i . e ., hlaaseh Uer'?.:abah , and pay~ics, i . e ., ~aaseh Bere­

::i:::ith , 11e me,y note t hat these two subjects are i dentical with the two prin­

ci pal objects of exposit i on in M. lf. l:aimonides sta tes: 11Froa the l ntrodu.c­

t ion to ~his treat ise you :nay learn t hat its , r i nci pal obje c t is to e;c:-..,ound , 

~s ft.r a s can be co ne , t:ne a ccount of t.11e Cre~tion (Gen. , I, n:; end of the 

::·. ine Cher iot (Ez. I) •••• 11 ( !..i . H., II , 2 , p . 27) . He goes on to s ay: ••and 

to answer ouestions r a i t ed in re spect to ?rop:-iecy anc. t o tre knor.lee.ge of 

Cod . 11 (ib i d ) . Since the top i c of p r ophecy is d iscussed. in chap ters Vll - X 

o:: Ye-sode Y.a- toral: , it is t r 1.1e t ha t Yesode ea- tore.h is concer ned in four­

fifths of its chap ters with those ver:: matters ~b i ch a re t he p rime concens 

:ieimonides cites ':"alcru.d ic authority for the l ittiti11t; of the 

te;;c°'l i.r.[ of l:aeseh . :trir.aba.h to t he iruiiv !dual inst ruct i on of students cao­

~ble of inde~endent r eesonin&· This l imitht i on exy,l a i ns , ner b.aos , Tih:,• 

. . d: .. on!des r,2 s s t ated. ::i •t:e !)rec ec. b [ "6r a r .ra!'lc ~,iat mat he ca s erola ined 

,:,f ~'.a:.HiEh i.ierkabah i s , ru t a d rop from u.e sea c ompar e •! ,~itr. v·ha t :b.as t o be 

e:~cidLted. on tais subject . 

J..s vie r.Av e s a tee. < ::.ove , these ci.a;,tc r s on '.'.aeseh .!.e r -:abM 

r: :-~ r..uc:. .!.io re co:..' l etelJ elucidsted in 1: . ·· A cuertion ~ight be raisec 

CYE- l" ,.!ci=ionid.es 1 a:;i:-arer:: viol a tion of fae 'Ialmuc. i c dictu:n t hat :!aaseh 

.• <'r~u.,.h s:.iould not be t aUt,.n t pu1.;licly (F-B i ~·a:. 11 ·o) • .de jui;:tifies t his 

violc,tion ti;· citint; tv:o :.ishru:.! c mrud.::is: "lt i s tioe to c.o SO::lethiog i n 

... o:ior o f t:.e Lor d 11 ( Per e che.t h IX. 5) a ?Xi ·•Let all t hy a c ts be gui ded by 

~rec :nteL·. i o~s" (Abotr. II, 17) (See..; . :l., I , I ntroc!.uction, p . 22) . 



- 28-

~ai moni des further guarded himself against cr i ti cism fo r 

.lsrir~ expound.ed Uaaseh Uer lr.abat h ille6"8.ll y by s t ating t ha t hts e T.Tiosi t ion of 

chis subject and of l.!aaseh Beres.hi t h is not inte:ideci to be exclicit . For 

eY.2.1:tple , m states in r egard t o :aasel:: l"erkabah: "The subject will be ex­

r, laine<i , tho~h by mere hints , as f a r a s necess&.r~ for dir ecting your etten­

lion :.o the t r J. : nterpr~!:et ion. 11 (M • .; . , I, 49 , p . 170 ~. .Ac;ain he says: 

11 ! !' treatin& of t h ese □yeteries , as e rule, I ~uote as mucil e.S rontai•s t he 

:· i ncipal idea, a."lc. l eave the rest tbr t.hose " ho a1•e worthy of it . 11 ( ! . • !Z . , 

il , ~ . !> • 142) . Si s treatment of!!aaseh 3er eshi tb concludes '7ith : 11'Ihis, 

tobetoer with t hose exp l anat ions -r;·n i cl". we m ve e iveo , and wh i ch we intend 

~o t. ive , b r eference t o t h1s subject , must s u ffice , considering t he objec t 

:> :' t !". is t rea t ise e.nc ti:e ca!}a c ity of tl:.e r eao.er. u O:. ::. , II, 3'.) , p . 159) . 

: h is l ast ouotation 1s mis:r,r ir.tec wi ta ":nay suf~ice" r atner t nan '1l'!USt suf-

::.ce " in t he text . Suiile r l,.v , h-e co!lcludes a::-~ter h is emosit ion of 3 2ek:.el 

: , t .. .!aat eh ::1:r -.:ab?..h , ''Do no t e ,:pect or hope to r.eer fro!:l t'le afte r .,h is 

l !:a~t ?.r G ~ore on this subject , eitoer e r.pl ici ily o r :.□~licitly, ~or a ll 

: tac coul d be seit on £t bat been s aid , thourh with great diffi culty anc! 

1 r O • n-- 'IJ :i ::> - :'Li s l'.'O rd . of CO\l r se. :nean s 111.e:,b s II . ~ut . ~ : 

\Ulni D; u:pon i t ':he Scrip tural 



Before bef inn1ng Lhis chapter ,1e ~hould like tfl say that 

:·r o~. ~tis p oint on t r.e di scussion r.il l b e r:iu.cr. br ie:'er , b•: E.?r. l a r ge , t.han 

.~it!.ie rto . The r edical caangec i n t J e n r..ture of t r.e meterial unde r cons i der a ­

. io~ ? roi:upts u s to st.or te r analysis. tuch of \'That fo l lo..s :,er-ds scan t co m-

en· , enc ouch of i t is of l ess impor t:rnce t hen r;r.at ha s c.:one bef o re :'rot:1 

... ,e noir1t of v i e'.: of e. :.~oa.e rn student . 

Thi s ua r&Lr o.ph oe gin$ 1..e.imonides 1 outline ,:,f t he ~'.e.rseh 

.":...t•cst.itt , t f'l.r ";Tor ,: of Cr e a t ion . e -:...; ratner th:;r. ·c~ i D£ an exposition of 

: i:.e c.r a::ia of cr es.t i on ;is fnum i::i Genesis 1 , it is a cos=ioloo . a descip­

~io_ of c~e orde r of t ~e ~nive r se &sit exists . 

'T:ie J'almmiic reference »hi .h i ves the nace s o:" tl:e seven 

!·t?fcrence : r o:~ toe B.=,:;\• l. Ti JJQ . :ia~i cah 12 b . is b:; :::tesh h:>?:1!-:i , who t ·ives 

~t?•:e!'.I n:-.:-:es for t .,e sever. nea··.-r.s ,n' pn 'ti J "j 'p, , f 1?' 1 

.J1 1:l.,J J/1=>/J //1Yb .,?l::tl 

l, l'C ... i:. :-E r e:dim, for t.. ere are s,ne r es Va.icn contri~ s ever::\l c:.rcle~ 

( ~:. ,.:"!.i n}. acr_ •. ,e ... ;.:.J,: .?d ;;:.s oue . 11 ( ' . : .. , I , ? u , n . 2fa .. , cf. also , 



int o ni:ie co:icentr i c or eccent r ic r evolvi:n;- sr,l.e :-1 ctc l sl::.el ls in rhlch s t a r e , 

su.:1 , 'Ol anets encl !!loon a r P sum>osed to be set , and by wh ich t~y a r e ca r r i ed , 

i.t such manner as to rocuce t hei r a,,:,ar ent r.ioti o"ls . 1'1 t: le r.i •• s t of the 

ni .. e ~raeres ( seven car r;,ill& the p l anets includi ne' t he sun ano. t h e moon, 

one containinf t r.e fixed star s and one s\a'rounding a l l othe r syher es) i s 

loca t ed the s ubhma r world . ~en o f t he S!'he r es , e ccord i 0£ to ?.!a i e1oni o.es , 

is enoo'1ed wi th e soul , e t :-SI:ocendent (enc from t he s r.here ! tse l f 11 s epa­

rsie") coe!llic I nt t lli t;ence (al so c~lleci "e¥l" anci. "pu r e for:n 11 b y 

:.e i monides) ·oy which it nas caused and b:, which i t ls moved. ~ct of these 

'lne ::y t ne :5'irs t Cause or Goe . Tile tenth ,m<i. l owernos t Inte l li, ence ( the 

~ork o: cnence a nd d.ece:, , PO~ 1 t is ("Bl lea •..J1t, Ac tiv e I ntel lect . 

:r tter and ronce9tlons upon the r o tentisl intellect. I n r ece i vi nt t he 

.c~o~l ei, ~ &l r.oye r adiPtin.._ f roc the Active I n~eli e c t , be ~ote~tial i ~-

- . . . .. • ,. 11 l l I ,., rl f • 1· • ?"') ... . :::.F r c •. e.L, r.e ::r er .. n~o:l .J'l "' e , >;, •, - -:.. , an r o J •• • • , . , .L , r • 

:'l:e snhe r ee a r e oo:mosec of .:.., tter , but 1..--.h :.atter c.if-

:\~:-f fro ... su.". l ·.:r.a :- ~tt r ( c f . a oove , II , .. , . :.E.i mo~ i des wis~es to t.'is­

-: ·-is .• t:.e e'!=heres f r or:: t.bt- ·~ tler r: tn n1.ic.. we a r e fallliliar . 
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4. i/e mi ght add in comment to thit: par agraph t hat l~a i monides 

;~s 'Oe rfectly f amil i ar wi th t he fact t hat the earth , too , is a globe . "It 

tas, l1ouever, already been p roved t hat the e e.rt h has t he f o :::-c of a globe , 

tha: it i s i nhabited on oot:C extremit i e s of a certa i n diameter, t hat both 

the inhabitants have t heir h eads t.owe.rds t he neaven , and t heir legs toT:S.rn 

eaci. other, end yet nei1:her of t ,.em f a l l s •• •• 11 (!.: . N. , I , 73 , p . 336) . 

'!'he ter:i n ,$ i $ 2 , is u sed loosdy b~· Mai.no::ii:les 

: -, refer to tbe nine spher e s or t o t h eir l e s ser div i sioJ"~ ( c f. ~bove , III, 

TLis na re;;raph i s conce r neci. wi th t he Zodiac. cif eauPee. 

7. Since t he outer :iost sphe r e i s co ns !de r ea by ,:l.ii!'lonides 

o t c closest i n the rauk of cauS£1li t :, enr of co m-::: r ehensi on to God ( see 

·..,,:,lor. III, 9) , it nas loo!r.ed U!)On ;, s' be ir-t z.:.o ::-e ~ur e t r.an the o t her 

s ~ne r e s . T"nus no Etars Pere t 10· - ~t to oe set i n i t , end :t w~s not 

~i ·ri o.ed into l e sce r s ~ile res El"- l'lere tr.e otoer ei,-,: t ~theres {c: . III , 2 ) . 

,,e leave to ast r ono::ie:-s tne task o:: c orl!!lent inf: uron 

.. :::.-oni . es' ronce~ t o:· ~-~ celestial t'od ies • 

. •. 'ftis ,e r&f;rar.a is st.1 :- t liD& to u ~ vmo conside r the Oc>tte r 

o. t,~ ·:ars and o: oute r s ~Ece to be ~oule s s snc c ead . 5u t ~hen we r ef er 
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to l,. . i.1 . to l earn what l.ai 11onide s means when he stetes t nat the stars and 

s~r..e r es heve s ou.ls , we d iscover that means so~e t hing f a r d iff er ent f rom 

:ie states: "The enuncietion t11at t..tte heavenly s phere is 

e:ndov;ed with a soul will e!)nea r reasonab l e to all d10 suff iciently reflect 

u~on it ; but atfi r st thou.ght th~y m£y find it ~intel l i tl le ~r even objec­

::.o::P.ble ; beceuse they , rrongl;r a s suioe tnet •then we ascrib e a s oul to the 

!lea venly spheres we mean some~ing like tt.e soul of a man, or t h.a t of an 

c: s s or o:x. ..'e merely intend t o s e:, t ha t the locoootion of toe snhere un­

fol;:it edl ;r leac.s us t.o assUllle some inher ent t)rinci-ol e by which it moves: 

e.od t h i s ::, rinci!=le is ce!"t.i•i!L1.. ~ :; .. ..u... •• '!'he heavenly s obere c.oes no t 

1c·1c fo r t. •• e ,,urpo se of v,i thdra,,int: f r om ,-:ha t is bad o r e-o-:>roe ch inc ,mat 

ls good . Fo r in t he fi r st ins tance it moves to,~a r d t ne sru:ie point f r o:n 

~.r.ic~ it has moved a ,1ay, and vice~ it c ove s awa ? fro::i t he s8.!:'le ")Oint 

tove.rc.s l.!l i ch it aa s moved. Secondl:· , i f t is -ere ~-e obje c t of t h e 

i':'lO t i on, we should exp ect that th e suhere ,~ould :.o,•e t ov-ards a certain 

~oi:l.t , end v-o'.l.i~ tl:en r e st •• . • 'I'he ci r ci.1l Ar oo ti'J n of t he srhere is con­

seouentl;,r due to tne a c t ion o f some i dea ,,f, i ch r rocuce s thit r art :C'uler 

: •• £- •• e?vecly etih c.' r e is an intel:ect U'll beinf . ?ut e ve n a i>cifl€ t r.a is 

enco;ie<i , :ith t !le 1Gculty of fo r n in an i de2 , Md "'Osseeses <" soul with 

the iact.lt;r C> f a ovi nr: , does not Ct;ange its pl ece o n eech o cc2sion foat i 

!°".lrms an i<iea ; f o r an i.dee a l ont •ioes n<'t ~rociuce j!\O tion • ••• 

~at i l;r •J~'-1.e rs e::-u5 tniF , ,·.he:-. wu cN,~ider ho,·; o:'teo v,e ... ,. !":l i deas of cer­

• r.it. tt:in, e , ;vet cio no~ :.1o ve t owa r d s t hem, t hough 1'7e a re a o l e t o co so : 

i -: is on!.y when a d.esi r e ~ri ees :'o r t he tr.in,; i ma e in.ec , tna t tre move i n 

o rder tn oc t e in it ••. • I t follor.s th;;t the neeve~l·· sr-here =ust h eve a 
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c.esi re for tl,e ideal mich it has co ::iror ehended , and t hat ideal , fo r 'f:hich 

it nzs a desire , is Goe. , e~lted be His name l \:'hen we say that God moves 

tne s9he res , r.e ~ean it in ~~e f o llowing sense: the spheres ilPve a desire 

to ri ecoL1e s:oilar to t he i deal coo'Orehended by them. '!his ideal , hov:ever, 

i s s i mp l e in t he s trictes t sense o! U:.e norld , and not s ubject tx> a n:r cha nee 

or ~lte r a t ion, but co~stant in n roc~:i ~ every th i n& good , v.hi l st the s pheres 

~=-c co!"lo real; tne l atter c.u. ; b .. 1·, _· c ;•.; .l:>t . litre this ideal in axq other 

-r2y , excep t in t he p roduction of ci r cular uo tion : for thi s is tne only 

actio.::i of corpor ea l be in~s tnF. t cen b e ~ernetual ; it is tne ~o£ t simple 

:..c tion of a body ; t here i~ no cnance in fu c> e srence of tr.e s ;,her e , nor i n 

: .-:: ::e::e:ici::::.. r esul t!: of :ts :io tion ( L: . :·. , II, ~ . o . , cf. ). 

All the above di !"cus sio::i. h2 s ooncerned the s ~ e r es , but 

r. .. c.t further elucici.;tion <ioes l..a i r.io::i.i.ies ma :e concerninf the s ouls of the 

stars? '.!.'hi s q_uestion is mo st cifficult. to a nsV1er. ;: . Fr ieci.l t-:uier ne s a 

:"o l-;..::io te t o ::n &r.lb\i,'UOUS phrase , ''th e sphe rica: todies , 11 .::1 vfr,ich re i11-

t f:rn r ets this phrase to incl·lde t r.e sters a!' Tiell as ':.he s-heres . ( ' • X. , 

I, '?2 , p . ::?93 , foot.note u) . E hi£ inte r e te i on is cor rect , then v:nat 

r-P r..ave ouo t ed conce rnint t1..e spr.er e s ma:, be taken to j oclude tr.E- r':;ers 

wr ich e re fixe d in t he ~neres. 

I n our d.e:'init ion of Intelligences ouoted fror.. Ii . A. 

,, L"s0:1 ( see a·oove , II , 7) , we sho11eci ho, t<Je pure t:10 -ht of God yiel ded 

en I ntelli f ence wnich in turn yielded a lor.:e r InteLl.i . ence and a s phe r e . 

: . i ~ ~ro cess w~s r enEated unti l t r e r e r.e r e ten l ntelli_ences and nine 

~ . !:t ::-,n, :-.n ~ t ,. e s ,.:.'°" l u.n~r world - ti.ct :.s t .. e en ti r? ·_·ni verse . ':be spheres 

'..£:E: t neir ronk jur t B S ciid t,.e an0 el!'. ( 5ee above, II, ¥. f . ) . Si nce 

11, tc !" ne re s ... ,l- !' U.rs a r e c..epentient upon t.1e l nt e lli0 ences and a r e oo ::ioosro 

cf ;;.it thr , 0 1 e il. ,mchan..,ir. ,-' in : or i., (See ~ ~eve , Il , 3) , toei r knoTil edge 



o: God is l e s s than t Lat of the angels , but £1.roe rior to man1 s . 

Llaimon i des oolc.s thet Scr ipture, as wel l as phHosovhy, sup-

orts r~e t h eory that the snher e s are animEt e ano capabl e o: comprehendi~ 

tuin,gs , end that they a r e Pnlowed ~1th life and g l orify God . In sup~ort of 

t . . h: co11tentlo::i he ouotes Psalm 19 , 11The heav~ns decl a r e the ~lor y of God ••• 11 

·.ere i:e insists th.et 11It is a grec,t er:.-o r to ti;iu'..- tL.is is a mer e figure of 

s eecll ; for t ne ve r bs " to decla:-e" c:n.d. "to r elett> , 11 Y1r.en joinec toe;ethe r , 

a rc , in i:eor ew, onlr \:.sed of inte llectl;.al cein<.s . 11 (t'. . II , 

c.t>CP • • .!~i:nonides holds tLot t ::.Er e is Ont. basic l"'Atter -rroc v,Licn eve ry';hirl€ 

~-· ~:.r , of r.ater , or of e a rth . ;.:ic. he loo~ed " OO.:i tr.ese b:?cic .:c r _15 o: 

s--lun,.r rx-tter as if tnt-,v fon:ied fo'.l.l" srne:::-es , l't it r.ere , of t:.eir Ot'.-n. 

:_~ c ..!t ... r ,.ost is fu·e , .::.ext cox.1es air , :iext r.ater \";!".ich covers ea r t r. , :md 

::st o~ &11 eartc. 

:-;f i colly fro .. th1c s-:;nerical cocies. :'he:: m ve no koo l"'ledge or r111 of 

t. tc. 

.iai~.onices ou:>tes ?soLn 14<:i : ?- e in ror.nection rl th -.1.ls 
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tr~/ . Tne :irst pa r t of F ~nl c 148 de2 l s with he ltll£els , the costs , run , 

oon , ~tars , end heavens r r ais in& God . This , a s ~e have seen abo ve in III , 

9 , is ful l y i:l r-ccord Tii th l:aicon1des 1 ooncept i o:1s o: tJ: e ccmsciousness of 

t,., on&els , star s , sphe r es , and. of their J.:no17lede;e of God. 5ut the cal l of 

t.-.e -sali..iEt to the ciep ths , fi r e , hai 1, snow, eni V?"'.'ors to p r .;ise God is 

1n con:~lic t with :.!2 i mo:1i des ' helie,>f that t he elements a re dead end incn";;able 

,: .: i rect ~rahc o: God . 'Zoe r e:ore , be ~ s o t ligated to er lEin e ,1ay thi s 

.'.lr-><' re r: · "'<' radoy of the Ptal:ni!'t ':i., int t rrr e tine th~ verse to ,esn thst 

t..ese decc. elements soo ac insi:;ire n to ])raise God . 



CHA?TER IV 

1 . All thin•·s .>f the sublu.nar rorld e re co i:.oosed of r.iatter 

a:ia form . Am ti;e :nE.tt e r of ,~nich t hey e.re co.,;,o sed. c:tiar t f roo the f ou r 

d .c ... c:.-:~ , is u.ade u~ of combi natione of t::e !°'lur e l emen~s . fi r e , ei r , wat e :-. 

;::r,d eer t:1 . The f our e lement !! th e::isel ves a r e co:o:_!)ose<i of tee pu r e oaei c 

r·.; -.~nee of t., e e~clunE.r ,,or ld, p us t l.e . ure :·or :n ei thEr of fire . o f ai r . 

• ra t er , o r o: earth . 

Se e III, 10 , 11 . fo r tee involuntar y c ovemcnt of t h e : our 

Ele.e~~E. So~t ad~itional o".lal it i e s o~ U.e ~our ell ments are g iven her e , 

" · ~·• :· :.re i s not i>nd rl r.· , sir not and moi~t , etc . 

Acco:-di~~ t o t ne n~tur a l s cience of ~F i ~onices , 

•. • , fisn. , pl;,nt , i::n r. :::iir.eral are r:iade up of ve ry! n5 nua.:itit1es of tbe 

:/"j>""l - . :..is ,·:or d cr,"inaril·· ceeris firnw.nc-nt , or 

c,vei;.ly s::-r.ere . 11'.:'.'.:.:• cent e r of t .. e fir-ir.:.,r nt i ::- t .• e l owe s t co .:r.t ·oe :ro::ui 

~i c .. t.. re 1c no lo,··tr" evident:.y s~.nific-i; fae center nf t .. e ea r th . 

i !' :.~·- c ea r to us . 

H t r::s f ve-nt.12lly t c. •.:e fcur eler.,cnt E . 



- 3?-

.! . The Scriptural nas:..~""'e "A._nd. J.to :lust s C.ell thou (Adam) 

rt: t..irn
11 

(Gen . i : 19) CO!"J'licts with l7ba t ::.!Erlconid.es has said in the o r evious 

a ra1;:r e nh . According to h i!o concen tions the oossage shoulci. r es.d : "A.'lf. ur.. t o 

' !N , air, water , :?nd ee r t :: t nou shalt r et-:.irn. 11 'The r e fore , he bzs to expla in 

teat t::e hULJen s t r uctu re c.o:is! e ts , i r. e-reat r ;'ert. of -::•.u;t snr tr.at this 

,: H,:;e e;;..!) resses th i s notion . Pe r ha..,s 1 "T) ,Y, c1ust . i s in terr,reted t o 

.. ,:. i =.....ec i ;: tel: r eve::-: to :t f ori t:inel fou r ele::ents . 

The fo"Ur eletient!o t:-,emselves a::-e in constant t r Posfort.at iorJ 

'!'he cn~es in me sublunor ,•,orld 1 the co~.c b rt1ons of tr.e 

:·c;;r cle~Ments to Escenrl o:-descend to t11ei r r. rorer _osltion ( See aoove, I V, 

• I • ell i.cci r ectiv!t, · !:1 r e ard t a co:::civtior. , C.E'CE.Y , et ... . , stc::i~ :·rom 

~ t- .--... :.:.UJ1.; r v:orld . 

t :l. l '.lllr. r 1·, o r l d t.1 r o ~ 

Ir.:: . . :. !.c.i::ionid es su=.!..erizes t.r,e fun~r.ion c: t .. e tenth 



~- c. .. r .. r- ; tt.e tenth Intellit.ence is ti.le Active Intellect . The exist:mce o!' 

l!.t.ter is r roved o. t-.e t r c:.."ls •ion .,: our intellect froc .- ~tate o!' 

c:c::itielit.· tc ti:flt of E.ctuolit.·, F.n<i ·r .. t i:e sa.lc tr.snE?ition in tne case 

fl~ t .. " for_ s o: ;i.11 tr.flnsient !lt>illcs . ?or ,froteve r !"A H e s frou notentiali t7 

:n~o cl.t..:.a licy , reo\:.ires for t hat transition ,n eTter nal aient of tr.e e£1.ne 

~i :.J , s i 1..self. Thus tLe ouilder do.?s not :.\!.ild the store::cuse i n the 

.:r!,ci ~.· of v;o r lo.ian , but in tilat of a ,enor. tn;, t hPs t'.!:u? plan of the store­

.. -ce in !:.is mind ; E.nd t !IEt for .. , of tr.e ouilci.i~ r .. ~d; e;:1 sts l:-. the .tind of 

: .... -u.ilc.er ceuse:d t.1e t r c:nsition of t:..at :orw into £ctual: .. : , ru:.: i~s cot:-

, ~::"!. :.o:, r.itn t ."'Le . .;-tericl o : t:.e ·~uil~.i~. As t r.r1~ rr-iCJ t..i,es for ::i to 

:~fr ~a~t i:s~lf be pur e fu!':" 1 sot~~ source of 1ntel:ec t ~ust itself be 

• 1.e in•cllect , Pn-. ti.it' so,J.rce is t.i:e . ctive Intellec t. The relE't ion of 

Le :~t~er to tne e l erents and tLeir c"mno'.l:ids h : t . e sa e ae the:t of th e 

:;: .:d.'.. : .,e.:ices ro ~ ,ei r r esr,ect ::.vc eT.nert.E; .em! our intell"'ct ir. ~ction, 

.• : _ ?::-i i!lc. tes i"\ t.,t ;,.ctivE I nte:lec: , f!'lc en2t l e s ·~s to cor:c rehe-nc t ·.s t 

:!l!.t:::~.:-; f i!'l..: s c t.crr llel in t ,. t'. L.1t.;ll ec: ~-A ~c.. o:· ~·.e e..,'lert:s .-.r.tch 

: .. r s. r..ere to co~-~-re!. t.n tot t Intelli ence- , t o f oro e.n i o.t;& o: it , .;no to 

vc: in ECe~nt. to 0:)tco..1e Ei.::lil, r t o it . 11 (:J . :{., II , ..: , ::, . 3' f.; . 

In a :·oo'..no te to te:e nbov ;,, esace : . • FrieclPnc.e r cefine s 

t., ricJ1tio:-. c;.:. t,·een tne :·!nct:.on of t ne ..... c ti'v« l r::cllec t. cr.d t .. r. o ... the 

• •• " tE.~ t:-.u~ : ·•Tic s ! l.~re~ t:in L<an t.r-.e ecraci t.1 o:· re ceivin intellect, 

Sine~ l.a!mo1:iJes l,o : ,~ , ;,s ve "-h;.11 see l f!tc>r e r: ( Seer•, 

' · • .t> s ecific for::i of r. .. ~n is h ii:: acQuired :.O,o'l"l l P,;f<" , t.he function of 

., 
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tne Active Intel lect , t he tenth Ir.t ell :! ~ence , which i s ti:e a sent rllich oa.lces 

•.::i£ ac~ui r ea. 'rn.owled6e posEible , is of c ruciel 1::rcor tance . ,.~an doet not 

- roducG ideas of himse l f . '!'her e it. e !)erroener.t flor o: St>irit enenetiI1€ f r o!:l 

W" Active Int1,llect , and it i s only~!' to usn wnPtte r t he s"' irituel in-

1lue.1ce rill enter nis 1r.tellect or not . Al l human C:O ::J?r ehension ls not 

st:.or. · cllt:Ous froc within , b-c. t r ecet; tive f r or.1 r.ithout . 1/ben ::i.en tninkt , he 

!s co • .=.unix:..__· 111th God , since the i,.cti ve lnte1-lect 11tands il1 d irect line to 

. ... e--or-.=.t.ion fro:., t e tn1:i<:: . _ E-ctivit:: of ":od . This conc~,t ion o: t he 

rocei:1r ie o: vi tel i arcortruice br.tb to ::cimonic.ee 1 oonce ::,t of the 

to·.1.:.. r na to nit interr, r eta tion of :,ropi::.ecy , as r.e shF l ~ see in Chap ter VII . 

,._.,,.: .... ... e r.: nt of it ti.;e "God of t ne Bibl e , 11 ,~no is close to me n , is not en-

· ~d., forsaken o,,· .:a i r:onides ' utter l y tranecen,ent pnilosot:nical G<ld­

,..o:-·ce" • ?or os r emote fro::i man a s l.:a iconides1 Go~ is , :r,:t t h rou¢". t he 

;-n el -:n~r.n s s " I sh i m" (or es t.:e "Active Intellect " or as t..'le " tenth I:i-

:-Li "ri ~1: 11 ), 'Tian c,as a dir ect cc;,nnectior. ,,i.tl-. t he .:ester '>f t ne ·:niver se. 

? . 

~o noi~. t out tr.ct .. e.i coni des he re ru1 e:re r i; tr e rthilosonhi col --ro 't- - e. !)o 

. :-.. t. • .-:. tnere 1s a dlf!'e r ence- 'be t-,;eer C?l' ter ruin !''>n:: , t '!'l , ... r. rF cennot 

:itrl pri.,c i ~h ) . novevc r, tho·~u men r ossesses th is soul , :,,et t.!1is i s 

not t.1e; s , ecific for.::i of tne man t.no t.a s a perfect il'!tellec t . : an ' a 
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rr,ecific !'llr o i s t e e e xtra acqui r e d J ,owl e cee r.r, i ch c omes i r o ::i ou<; c; ' c!e o :' i:en 

(: . e ., f r om God t h rough t ne Active Int ellect , See ·oelot1 I V, 9) , P.nd livee 

within 1,i s "anioal s oul. " 

Thus men lu•· t wo soul s , en ani ::1al "ne:ph e sh11 or 11 ru.ach 11 and 

f. soerific.-lly human ''nephe sh " or 11 ru.ach . 11 And at t l:e end of peragr aoh e • 

.. ai.noni:ies cautions us to reac. fae conte:xt of the 3i'b l e ce.ref:tlly trhenever 

t::c s cc To nl s occur in or d e r to be a bl e t o ci is t inf.:'Uish r h i ch s oul faP i:ib l e 

: s ::-eferrin.,: t o . 

The fo r ?:l of man' s anil!lfl l soul , t hen , is his intellect , i. e . , 

.~n•s acouired kno~ledge of pure f orms as , f or e7..a~pl e , his knor.letge of God 

o :' o: t :.e an.:,;els. I n ::ilchoth Teshuba.a VIII, 3 1:.rimonides clearl ·· e xol ai ns : 

11 : •• c so-....1 , r.henever ~e ~tio:-.ec i n iliis conne c tion (i::r.r..orta: :i:~e) , i s not the 

,it.al ~rinci p l e re(!Uisi te for bodily e:xistenc e , but t nat fo rm of soul r.hich 

~~ icisntical ,·:itn t ue intellect \7u icn a-;-;I,rehen-:is ~e Cr eet o r , a s far as it 

T- <? Seri - •· .. ral !)3Ssa€e ci t ee. a:id i nter~re!.ec. in th i s par a ­

.,rc.r;i1 ·o:, .a i :noni ce~ : "Let u e r.-.~ : e :.,an in our fo r :n, afte: r o-i.1r like ne ss" 

. :'..~ .. ro....,o.:ter:>nism. I r.de ed , t his ve r se is t !:le .·c- :-. firs t tD bt" d. i scusse d i n 

:i . ·.,;re 2?',\.: s ha -i;.e of a t h !.r"E is'•" J\ ... . . T:.i s ter m i s n,· a t aLi .. so.1li-

co l e t:> lr/')d . ~ne ter ., b 7.9 , on ~.e ot her :ia::i.d , s i n.i fies t n e s~ ec ific 

. tn-: , v : 2. ., t ha t ,~._ic!: const i t utes the es s ence of a t ni nF inso:ar as it i s 

cer, t ion : a;ui ~:: account o: t h i s int ellec t ual ue rce-,tion t he 

-~ r: n 7 9 i s el!lpl oyed i n t he ph r.s.ss 11 In the fo rrr. o: Goel he c reated :'lim" 

.. .i, . l : ,'i ) • 11 (Ibi d . ) 
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Thus , the re i s no anthror,omoronism act ually in this Scr i p­

t:;..ral pass~ge . Uan is like God or tbe an6 e ls onl:· in that man' s i ntel lect 

(~ i s form) ce.n ~.:!l.OW tae pur e foms . whic~ is ani ~al socl , his s enses , can 

n~Yer s ee , hear, ieel , s£iel l , or t aste. 

i.e mi g!lt Edd t r-at in _ . jj . !:eimonides r eveal s his emba r rass ­

_e:.~ f:'St ne too closel~· co~are :nan r.i :.h God e ven i n t .1e oat ~<rr of the ac­

r;ui r eti intel lect : "As :nen 1 s c is t inction cons i sts i n a p roner t y 'l'lhic:1 no otl~ r 

· r e . tu r e on ea r th !)Osse s ses , vi?. ., intellectur l ,e r cer;tion , i n t re e;•ercise 

o: vn i cb :.e does no t e mploy r..is ser..ses , nor ::ic.ve i::.s ca.nd o :- h i s foo t , it 

.• r'i: .ecr. C?ll!tlEr ed - tho':¼;h onl;, c';, ~rentl.,r . net in trutt - to the Divine 

excellency, v.hich r eo_uires no i:r..stru.mcnt Vihe t.ever " (~{. ~; . , ! , l, t- . 32 . 

·.· .. ::erlinb_ is ours) . 

~.e i mon ides su'otl:t reveals a similer e ::.be rras s:nent r.e r e in 

Y-= sooe :-::;- tori;,,r. in h is inter- r e tetion of Gen . l : :.?t . 1;or he €'Vid ently 

,;;-:e tcd ~:.e ir.te r c.r etetio:c of so:,e o : t l.e S£ Lt"s t ~.F • Goe to o'< co·.:.nsel v.-ith 

;_c_ :~ ls ·.nen ::e c ree ted :.~ (c: ., Genu:.s :rttal-: Vil!) . ?or tr~ it: isrit.a t 

.. t c:S!!Ul.1es v. r.en 4i; sta tes i:-. '..ii t- oc:i.Te _ r e ::-i : " • •• •• so t r., ' ::iar. ::1i g .t rossess 

-~~e r , 5'-'.) t .xt • .En ( int.ellcc·t·.u: ll;r s1:0-..ild beco::.e li--:e t r.e-:1 ( ~. e . , ':le l:t­

:El:!.t ~1:ce f: or pure :4'or::is or :-_:-, t-ld . !:dmoni des to ~:. e f:'e c ts triE,s to 

c:.i :in; te t r.e fnct t.. • .1t &od is t'!:e s-,ee ~e r i n Gen . l : :'c . I n b is inter:;r e t n­

:o .. of ~-· is •:r:?'sc men is . 'c r e l~- ~---1::ncc r E::' t~ -:.r:n et ?1 1 , bu t m t1: :..':e I ::1-

· i: in<i s ll of : .?. i monit: ee ' ' ' f!"c r r:ntiation betwee:: t !":e soul 

~ .e S')t:.l of E.1 1 c r ec t '..:.res i s . i s id ea: e l l c re;- t ..:.res ":'.e ve a 

t J : ·, .. ~c, t>r ceiv t' s cor>oreal bod i e s , ••ut f or :»n t o ' :now i ncor.:.oreel 



-;eiII{;.!: , s!)i r i tu.al beings , t.c.er e ll!Ust be a oorresno::id inr so'U.l i n hi~, and 

;,Li£ soul mus t be i ncorcoreel , s_!>iritu.al, in or C:er to e112bl e him to under-

st.:n: ti.f= i ncor uor eel o r s r, i r i tual . 

c.. b. 'l<'i il 
"[)-~'\U ,1 A. - This wo rd :r.eans 119e rfect , 11 es ger,e r a l ly 

011. osec to tue i gno rant and t!Ilecuceteci. Only the hWll2n being v.bo na s an 

11acc-·J.ireci knowl e dg& " nos ses ses ta€ e!,eci .. ~i c f o r o o:: t.,,:, hWi2n soul. The 

: !'l.O rant cnJ. u:ieducai ed a r e tl:.us 9 l a ced. w1 tr, tn.e otre r ani :nals a no s r e not 

::H;,incd for i::m1orta lir.y , :>pnar ent· , . Le t us look &t ;.aimonid es ' e r i s to­

cret :.c noi n t of v i ew: "The multitud.e mut"t oe oonsidereci a ccorcl n,e to tre ir 

:rue -:- o r fo ; so ne of t e m a re uncioubtedly l h te ciomestic C£ttJ.e , e nc. other s 

l : -:e \\ ild l eests , em t~se only enr age t!!e .1i ntl-, t..e oe rfect anci ci i s-

: in--..:_:. s.1eo ~19n insoft. r as he ce si res to uard hii:iself f r o:n injur y , i1'I caee 

~t co:1t:-ct wi tn :-;hew , an d tc der i-le so:11e oene:it f r '>~ the , when ne c ~ssa r ;-- 11 

( .. . .. •• I I , ~o , ~ - l ?6) . J . J,:~e:!.sor. i11 !.ntrocuct ion t o h is tnn::lP io:c of 

~·Jt.1 ele .. 1ent o:: t.:e scu.l :.I.Et can secur e :. '!l.-:io rtal ity . l -: "'o llov:s fro-;:; L1is 

t.1e si•1ril e - ::ii ndl:!d <ran , be he e ve r so Yi r t'.lcur , i s e:xcluied froi: fu ture 

.;,is:e::ce , v:hic:1 can onl:; 'oe tt1e lot of thin :e r s 'r.":'loee acou!.:- ~·· i:::el l i enc0
, 

.. co:-.5 1:.,__ -;;o .A.ristotelians , ::eco::ies re r t o: t ne ",ctive c:ivinc i:::.e l li ~-ence 11 

rn ~--J.s att;- i ns perfection and pen,anence . ( J • . 'Lels on , t .oi:ionicee: on the 

~o..--i ~-- _, r eed , J e v.iSI . •. .Ert e r l:: nev i ev..· , Ol d Seri e !:' , Vol. XIX, 19G7 , o . 27) • 

. .aimouides be re £ut."<.ests his concec t of t he i1nr.1o r tal i t y of 

'-· so .. l :>f ... ·n . 'l'i·.i:t !:z?rt of ma11 m1i ch l ive s :'or e vc r in t ne fo r r.i of mPn' s 
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~o'.ll , the Y.llowledge he has acquired of God an~ th e Inte l li,?:ences . Since 

t~is Y.nor.led£e is Pcouired through t he act ivity o! the Actjve I nte l lect (See 

ovc , IV, 6; , Ent is not obligpted t o t he anL~a l soul or t o tr~ body for 

its •. xi£tence , :.t d oes not -cerish r.i tl: tl:c ood:r. I t lh·es fo r e\"e r in t he 

r.:rl.:i of - ure fo:-:11 whr-re it a ttains 11 t -> o '.m ov l edf e l'nii reelizetion o:: t t e 

·r .:.t :-: C')n .. e r :uinc_ C-od to v:-r.ich it h2d no t e ttebec r.!l ile in t he murky end 

lotl·· body 11 ( i ild1oth Tesh'.li>ah , VIII , 2 ) . 

A!:• a 1•entl;,r , if we pr e s s l!a.!monides1 conc en t c-l osely, onl:;.­

c: i!" · e l lo;;c- tl.:.?J. .:. ttainoents a re cie£tined to enjoy i :i:::io:-tality , for 

t::-:.· 1· ill b.~ v e t'cquired t l.f' ':no\~leci,g-e o:: nir e f o r :is rh:ch cnn li.ve on 

:t~r Le ood:; iu s --:erishe~ 21 ci disi:1t et;r sted. into Hs cri inFl ele~e~ts . 

, ::. - .~\'le I V, t- ":> , ot:.rnote to ~ii) . 

L . Cf. t'bove II , 11. 

1. A .·ear:.:..n ~:1r. inc:re r !,ed love :o :- r.-oc . 

A-:,e eno ferr , rn11 e feelinr o: Goc I s tron~ce :1.ience 

i'ill • ill ne i .... ,q "" !c."lfll. 

?!an ' b·· d·-.a:ti!'lE" metEP•h,:r (" !, on : rh•"!;irs ml] be er:;,bled 



.:aioonides conch:.de£ r.:.s discus sio:i o: ?::eta;,hy s:.cs anci p~ •­

~:.:.-t- (i:aeseh l!erke.ban and L&.seh 5er e shi :h to~e t ber cake U!> ? a r des or eso­

:.,::-:~ _ .. . i!.th•:i:.: .. , .. ~., L! . J a s tro"· • Talcuc. Di:-tionary, '..:..!l.d.er ?) 7"i"'::> ) 

ii:,. 2 y,py·ni0£. to t hos e '!'lho e i ght a oAn~.on tre studr of hal a>:a.h for U-ese 

o .• 1losopaical st,Jd i es. 

':he re can oe no <ioubt thE.t !'.ai:ionides evtlw;tes lihilosoTihy 

t: ove ;raciitional ltc:-!':ti:tf: • Ii~: . . L III , ol , he . r ede e :h•e t :r-es Qf -ceoule 

;ccoro !.~ to their relidous concepts : 

1 . Those who heve no r eli, i on . These are suc.-b.u::.ian . 

·trir.es . ':"he se z:; e r.o r se 

tne.n t he :ir st gr oup . 

'l"co Ee Y.ho ot>.:erv e tne a.h·ine r.on:::an~en~s. c~t a r e i-no-

r a n t . 

4 . Ii1ose ,,ao a r e st-.uie:n.~ •>i ·\~ !)r acticel l P.r. e.xclus i vel ••· 

tion enc lei.r:1 tr.r . 1 ;?c;;ic.:;._ , orSI,if of Gcxi , 1cut a re 

·.in trainee i n t b e '!)h ilosoor.!.c~l -! i:l:i ~l e t o: t .. t: Lav. .:.nd 

c.o no i en-ieEvor t o est2" l1s:-. t r.e lrJ..tl. of t '..:.e : r faitn 

I.,ose r.!lo :;,-••.:, succe eded i r. :1::c i ::i. .: , roo f :or ev.:r•·-

God , eo :Er a e. true :noYile, &:.~ ca1, b~ attainec. , ,r.d are 

n.:Pr t.,e t ru tJ , T:her ever en a-i"ro.>e:. c t r.e tr-:.1 is 

r.1ast1: rs of ui1ysics o..ld UJ.:!tei;lwsics . 

,~ c2-.;.sc : • .?i :11oni-ies r .;::1 ~e<' t., e "~'Jd:· of pbilop-,-,;1·· "'to,► 

- t t• • of Tor :n in ~ t t r ed i tio:rnl .ie.nne r .:ian:.r Jev.~ sn sCJ ol!'l r~ r-ent ~o 
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··"'"r cs to oo.nde::.m =..: . r . , III , :..1 , .. !".i ..:,; ,··e °'-Ve (!1.:.o ted aco?e , c. s srurious . 

{.f . ?riedlta.ncier ' s fo o tnote ;:: , .;. • . • , I ll, .. 1 , ~ - c::81). 

I n this r.r ese?1! rcr~ro .r. o: Yt:soce Ru-tors..: . cl c,onides 

,:;.o : ££ ':"ai=,udil'" authority.-· i ::h a _:; '!"e s i""H.1 t.i~ tha t ease': L:e r ' '.}?c-ei: (which 

.. c inter--rets to ..1e.an r.iet ... nhysics) is 11a c r eat t:1inf" .ana. t l".e di scuseion o: 

.-.., .. c.11r' RcOR. (the su·oject l'let t£:r of traditio:ia l le.2T!'i=Jc-) is "e s::iel.l 

t::illi: 11 (Succ~1 28 a) . 

liorever, des~ ite ti:lis M.,;ner orioic!l of suecnl;,tive 'mow­

_e ... . " ,.0.:1 si:o•.ud , Pccord.i:1£ to i:eimonicie!: , t ivr· 1'> recede:1ce to tradi tionel 

:e; :-:1i. - beer-use: 

:: L. 

l. It ,'1 ves 00!11T,osu r e to t ne •:ii nd . 

:? . It rt r ili::ed society so t,.e~ :lc'.:l :!lay oo ·ab i ::-·ortaln .. • 

(:For if t here is cC!'!~t£n t ~·.1r o\!le!.ce ;:, :'.2D ~anno de­

vote h !.!: intelle-::t t o t:-,ose s\..'J.,':eca m!ch rill ,_i ve h ie 

e ter:ia. life . Cf . !.ci:.ionic.es o:-t t .e Je~isl: C'!"ecd , tr":ir­

la t.-ci b~r J . itt•elson, Jev:i f' i• ~;,rtf' r:. · :ie,ie, , Old 

-i I : i s 1·.:ti:iu tl-.e r,0 •7er o f r1l l t:"r,e s of neo,· l e to acoieYe 

e ~or.leare o~ it . 

i b,'"l)> ) : 'Ee:: A:-.: , Ben Zoma, Aber and F.el"i' i .Ak!.tF. . 11 U • s .. ole:i fl, :-ees 

:. 0" ~s " (~e ... Snol el!I , G., 1:ajor .. renf.s i n Jewisr .~:st ! c1 si:: , !) . :;;::? , ~;ote 45 

:o . o ·tf to L~ ,::t•:re II ) . S:tole:. ~O-'!)~ins t r.i-t t he r c.t ~o:1elistic i n ernre­

•,:ions of 'l>ti'?) e re e.1 tre::el:.- f a r - f etched in t.l-.ei r reterJ1 i nst ion to 



i c.enti:':, b-r, '!:> (as does .. d:.o:iid::s in our pa r 2t.-r.a:;:h) r.i t h cos::iolo.'1cal 

s_ec~la:ions abou t t be mate r ie ~(cf. ~ cit., p . 51) • .ii."l-' so 

.'.ci-oni dee is not t ile only 11 cul 1'ri t 11 t'lho retionalbes b1'"l"?) t o be physics 

!:..,ci :..e t aphy sics as .ae does in our !)Dr cl6re-ob , thoUt,il he :nic ht have been t he 

f irst to .ll8 Ve c.one so. 



CH.APT~:i V 

Tni ~ CM?te r is ~evoted to a n~le~i c 1iscussion o: t h e 

11.s.n ~ti!'i::<tio~ o: C-od ' s l'.a:.:e•• ant. of itt> .:"' r o::eni,tio::i . It is law r ather t l:lan 

r.:.ilosoohy, t-.nd t r.e r e fore lit!s outs i d.t of t.a6 sc.ooe o:: tn i !; :1anc.r . nowever, 

;.c -~. · r aise or,~ cuestion wn i ch is ve r y cuco in ore er: "•ih.Y ras th is chaote r 

H·,c-u:ied ru.::o=t tr::e ::und.E.::ien t a l ~r5.n c :..r- l e £ of tile ':'oroh7 11 To this ouei; tion a 

o~ole answer cey bt: L1.ven . In tht :irst T" l ece ta~ sencttfic,tion of fae 

.e ... c. E:-d t.::e co::!L.2nci. not ti') ::,rofa..,e-t~c :ii:..c are ::.itzvot ,. of"' besic nat\.re , 

~:-r:C"e t .. e. · invol\"e ell t .. e :1i :z,·otl. . As , for e,-armle , ue :.w·1 £ee ir. V, ~ . 

• .. :- ' 1..i "tates tnt-t :1. : .. c c : :-c lit ious perse:::t:tio:-. :.-;. is U.e I s raelite 's 

1:u: · t..:> fuffer ::e~tL rcti.e r Len ti') violete art " ~ of tr,e tJ!..t :-votb. 

Seco:1<!.!,:r , :.here is a..-i !l . s t:>ric r eoson for inc_i:di?l£ h is 

::.o ter a:~onr t he ft;..:iCr..~:entc>l !)rincinli;s o:' t!:.e Torah . 1:ei:ioni c..es liveJ in 

t.:-o.2.en~ ti:~s . Se hi:se l : nrd to ::ee hi s !lc'tive- ~or dove because o: re-

::. i ous f&naticiso . ~:.c Cru.sac.es r.er e u:1cer ,-;a •· with t r- eir ...te,--:.sh !'!BsseC'res . 

~o-:.::.nlt:, o:· Sout:r. A:'Ol>il' 1-r ot6 t v :.i~ ,,fit s r.1i:::x.ltie:s , \:e rro~e : '1:'bc 

:,cr.s t1.~t 't.:t t_O,er noent , -..mdcr L.!:-.. ;·!'l\: 11\·c , order e d ;,l l Jev s i r. So-.ith 

-=.:-:cs r;::-• ::t-ri:c.ere · ; ,e fec :.. \11.c le to L:in·: c.'.'.l?"'l;• , so ·.errfol -!> if ': '.e 

· it1:!'n, ·!•:<' in r, .,ic.:. I s:-ael r.s. s i:ec:: r lc ced on :-11 sides , fro_ ttt> -.. ... st ... no 

. ro. t..t ues · . ' : "' letter t.:· .. , ir:ior:!ceF to tc:t? Jc-rs o:· S,,u• ... ...:-E. 't : . :::'.r.­

: i t!.ec "'f,:e : o!rirtd r.o-E ," trF'"♦~l.;ted ., Sol-e.to .r.:o:-~:..s , Jcrisi·. :.,uerterly 

:.c\·:..,; , Vol. :... , A,.. !'il, _935, !>• 3~2) . '!hus , , e ePe t!J.t !-.o :.£.i::iocides and 

to :.ir tL:1es :iar t ::-·o 1--s a livin .. i ss\.e o:· , !":n•ef' t i .Jl"ort , ~rx: ::.is -:sc• 

~:..2• :..·· oo::-t r i L:...tec :o t.:.e incius!.on v: t:.is c::c.~te r ai:.o:i..· t :.e ::.:.nd~"ler:t 11 l 



C~TER VI 

Lb.e the pr ece~in~ c."Ulf e r , tcie one is hal..,kic , nth onl:v 

e .. o~ t ~eneral philosophical · 1-:;orten.ce . 

A d i s c'l:.-ssio:::i. of tl".e ! roper car e o~ inscr i9t1ons of t l:e 

~! v ~n€ !la.::ies no·J.l.(i he r dly oe incl\:Cled a,iionr funda:.:ientel p r inci p l ee o:' t he 

g,nd oedie.eval tiL:eE :iat:t'S . anc ,:.:; r t1rulR ::-ly 

~,·ine n,L"'es , \',er.? belie ved to bear r.! :h1n tae.:1selves t r e=e:1r ous si !:!.ific2nce . 

:.u e :-ro:- of til.osc- l"llO r :- i t e a.ir...:.lets ('.,,;.;-=ieoti:, . i.1iatever yo•1 he~r of tbeo , 

O':' read :.n t. •• e ::- .,,ori:s , esveciall:, :n re:Ere:'lce to t1-le nac es .l:.i • •. t h ey form 

":'r:<> ;en t.,e ei := )le :-e s "' ec t re tod.e ,. shov- for r e vered 

!. !jOre basic rea so!l is ,:-0011·01.i thl't • .~s c:.c.rter is 

nls re!rtionshi ~ !s man1 r obli r rtio~ to j orl 

;..s God , ~no it ii: four.c. 1:lsE-n.e r e , fo r t>:a.::ir l e , in tee 
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commnnds to .~ow t l.at God exist s , to ec1':Dowledge :Us 

unity , to love Hie , t.o revere Ei.:L , etc . C-oci 1 s Neoe and 

Ei~ holy objects (See VI , 7) synbol i2e Him so clozely 

that the man mo deals with them b.">s an obligation of 

, r tant thln tbe above r e. sons is the 

fact that Go: 1 s :·,,.:ne is one o~ t he vr r.• :~ew tLin, s that 

c;rec::iaton , the ~ro'Oer :,a::ie of God r..r de ~p of the letters 

-:it!·. t :1e fre t ':.,at it c".enotes Goe. :\bself, r.ithout it-

,, .... , I , ol , r . :.ni=.onides r.o l ds tr.e 

o_!:in:or. t.,.:t t.,e .etr a1. r o:: .alon 1s not onl·1 t !".e r roper 

:_,_-.e o: God , -... ~t tl:-.c>t. its ::e~ni !t1 incluces r.ietar 1,1sical 

FriecilL>r.. tcr ' !' :'or,rnote l t c. ! . . . : . , I , 6~ , p . ::.:;l,) . 

anc. i:s s•ibstitu te .Ador.:>i" on: · ·-.- ! .. :,_are£ frPt mur t 

.. _,;: 
_;r ouo F .:.l'>him,,. Sns:dcisi , , .ti Zltt!':. :. ..-:i t h t:-.e ~~-ell;,~:v0 s 
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f.M e!)i thets of C-od. sue:> as Gr ecio·is , t'.erciful , and 

Ri&hteous vmi ch can be erased (See VI, 5, . ~c believe 

t hat ~aii:::onid es was compronising r.i tJ1 trBdit ion , then he 

ruled in VI , 2 , t hat Eloh io , Snadd.ai , ZebE.O t h , etc. were 

to be include<i d t. t l.e :'etra11"r ru.1.t1aton. 



CEAP'l'ER n I 

1. This i m!)Ortent paragraph describes the req_uirements for t>r o-

ptecy , the way of p rophecy • and the experience of prophecy . 

The req_ui rerente for p rophecy are three-fold: 

l. lental - e . g ., "a wise l!IEln dist i nguished by great Yli&­

doc, 11 "posse ssor of a broad and fi m knoT1ledge ." 

2 . Moral - e.g ., "s trone moral character," "his rational 

f aculty alw&ys has his passions under cont rol . " 

3 . Pilysical - e . t;. , "physically sound ." 

If a man abundantly satisf ies the above requirements , he 

tlle;3 n~v enter upon the way o= prophecy : 

l. le :nust study Pardes (peysics and me tapbydcs , See 

above IV, 13) , concentratin.; continually upon ite l o~ty 

themes Vii th a mind capabl e of grasping them, so as to 

cooprehend the pure and holy for:ns (Intelli&ences, 

aJl€els) and tocontem:,l ate the wisdom o: God as dis­

l)layec. throUt;h a l l the universe fron the first form 

( tne Intellii;ence of t he outer:nos t sphe r e) to t he center 

of t he t>F.rth . 

2 . And not only oust oe concentrate o n t he lo;tw· theme s of 

~etaphysics and physics, ~ut he .oust ze~lousl.v tra in 

h u se l: to evo i ~ ~i vin6 even e sing l e tho\,\:ht to the 

vanitie s en d devices o:~ t he a ge Tli til v.h ich t t!e culti­

tude concerns itself. His intellect !!!llst always be f r ee 

am diseDl.aged from co.:llllon thoughts, d irected U'Owards 

and bound beneath the Ce l e stial Throne . 



The experience of prophecy will come to h1~ satisfies the 

mental , mor el and phys1c e.l conditions of p rophecy a l:ld mo fo llo"s tne .:a~· 

Jf ~ropoecy. This e xperience is described as follows: 

1 . The Hol y Spirit descends upon him. 

2 . His soul r.ill be cit tr1 th t he degree o f angel s known 

a s Ishim (i.e., t.ne Active Intellect o r Tenth I nte l li­

gence , cf. above , IV, 6 , and also 8 and 9) . 

3 . He will be conscious of t h e fact that be is not as be 

was, and t hst he .bas achieved a state (of knowle~) 

abov e that wh ich can be attained by o:-dinacy wise men. 

Nor. that we be.v e g iven a brief outline of the cror.ded con­

t ents of par at;raph one, let W! exa0ine each section in the light of the 

ful ler discussion of p rophecy as found i n U. N., II , Chapter s 32- 48. In 

.: . N,, II, 36 , pp . 175 - 177 t her e is a passace ,1hich is ve ry close to oor 

Yesode ~a- torah pas sage, VII, l , excep t t hat 1t is more philosophi-:al than 

VII, 1 and mor e explicit: " • • •• a person must satisfy tee fo l lolTing oomi­

tions be fore he can becoce a p rophet: T~e substance of the orein must f rom 

t0e very beginning be i n t he most ne rfe ct condition as r egards purit~ of 

Cl.ltter, coopositiou of its d ifferent pert s , size and positi on: no part of 

nis ~ody mu.st suffer fro~ ill- health; he C1Ust in addition have studied and 

acouired ~isdow, so tila: his r Dtional faculty pssses f r o m o sta te of poten­

l.ic:11 ty to that of actuality; bis intellect i:rust be as developed and pe r fec t 

os UUl.lan intellect can be ; big passions pure a na equally balanced : all hie 

desires must ai m at obt aining a mowledge of the h idden l av,s and the causes 

t::iat e re in f orc e in the ~niverse; his thoughts mus t be etlf;Sged in l ofty 

OE.tters: hit a t~.:il'l tion dire cted to the :<nowledl;e of God , the cons ideration 

o:- -is .. o r :.Cs , anc. such othe r t nin&s our belief ai;cribcs to Him. The r e :iru.st 
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oe en ebsence o~ t he lower desires and appetites. of the aeekint; after plea­

S"J.re in eating , drinkin_, anc. cohl!b!tetion: and . in short , every pleesure 

connected 17i tt the s e nse of t ouch •• . l t is fort.her necesaacy to suppress 

ever y thou~ t or desire fo r unreal power and docinion ( Aba:-banel says in re­

i;ard to t!lis passage that ?!abonides wes hinting e.t Hohamoed.); that is to say, 

:or vic tory , increase of fol lowers. acquisition of honour. and service from 

tre people without any ulter ior object •••• J. :nan mo satisfies t hese condi­

t ions, whilst bis fully developed imagine tion is i.n action, i n.."1.:ienced by 

uie Active Intellec t accordiog to iii s mental t r ainill€. - - such a !)erson will 

~doubtedly pe r ceive nothing but t hi06s very e:rtrao r i inscy and divine, and 

eee nothing but Goe. and His e.ngels. His knoded8e mll only include that 

l"hi c~ is r eal kno"ledge and his thoUt;ht -r.ill only be r.irected to sud:. ~neral 

F i!lci:ples as would tend to icprove the social relations between ::ien anc. can." 

Froc the precedi~ quotation we =iay get a clear i:lsigl t into 

L'W c.iffer ence of ap?roach betr.een Yesocie E.8-toreh, whi ch , after all , is e!l 

1otrorluc::on to and :-.art of a cocie of t i~~ trtici.itional l,pr. , e.nd ,'.o reh !lebucili':l , 

r-=-~ is a ·coo~ for a dvanced s tudents o.: philosop:O:,. Ph rases like "Pa rdes. " 

"~elesi tel r urone , 11 "the Hol y Spirit . " ant! "his soul rl 11 oi~le rl th the 

ai:1:els called Ish im" give wa.)" to phrases like "he cust ai ve studied a.nd ac­

quired r.i sc.om so t hat h is rational faculty passes , etc., 11 "his attention 

c irected t o t he knowled.€e of God, etc .", and "17h1lst h ! s :\illy deve loped 

i::la..ainetio:i 1s in action, influencec. b;• t he J..ctive Intellect eccord 1ne to 

•. i !' .-:iental training . 11 :ilor.ever , des91te the1;e d ifference s in st:; le . the c on­

tr!'.ts of both lists o: co ndit ions for pro9hecy are ali~ce . and our only real 

necessity ie to int.eJ"!) ret certain of :'.a.lllOnides' underl::ing ps:rchological 

tht or ies t o ._ iv~ ue a clearer p icture of w:ia t l:e mean t 'oy p:-opnec:,. 
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Re b rings togt?t her these t heories in~- N: AProphecy is. in 

truth and reality, an emanation sent forth by the Divine Being through the 

medium of the Acti ve I nte llect. 1n the first instance to Dan1 s rational 

f 111culty , and t hen to his imaginative faculty; it is the highest degree and 

gr eetest !)E!rfection man can attain (cf., •• •• • and he is exalted abo ve the r ank 

of t h e rest of t h e w-1se men.'' Yesode Ha-to rah, VII, 1); it consists in the 

oos t perfect develo-pment of t he imaginative f acult y •• • • This mus t be the best 

;,ossi ble as regards its te.lll!)er 81llent and its size, and a lso as regards its 

p1.ll'i ty of substance. Any defect in this r espect c.annot in any T:a:,· be sip ­

plied or re~edied by tre.inin&• •·• Par t of the func tions of the i mag inat i ve 

~acalty is • ••• to re tain imJ)r essions by the senses , to combine t hem , sm 

cili e fly t o form i;nages. The p r incipal and hi ghest func tion is oerfonned 

when t he senses are at rest and pause in thei r a ction {cf. below, VI I , 2). 

f o r then it r eceive s, to some extent , d ivine inspiration in the ceasure as 

it l s y r ed isoosed fo r this influ ence. Th i s is t h e nature of dr ear:s n h ich 

·rove true, and a l so of p rophecy , the cli ffer ence bei ?l€ one of ouanti ty, not 

o : oue.li ty ••• • t he ime.e inat i ve f acul t y acqui r es such an ef!"iciency in its 

c ;io. Lnt. it sees the t h int;s as i f it ceme from witho\lt. a nd perce ives it 

ae- if th r o ugh t he medium of bodily senses • •• I t is a well- knoTlll f a ct that til e 

t h.i ~ wh icl::. engat;es grea tly and earnestly man ' s a ttention wh ilst lE is awake 

arrl in full possession of h is sens es for~s durin& h is sleep t he object of 

the a c-.:ion of his imeg inati ve facul t y . (Evide ntly , th i s is t he rea son wh;, 

t he asp irant to prophecy must ooncentrate his attention constaDtly upon h i £h 

end lofty t hemes) . loag ination is t hen only influenced by t he intellect 

inso!';;r es it is predisp osed for such i nfl uence. " (l; . :, . , U, 36 , PP• 173-

17~) • 
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In a latter IBSsage in lt . u. . aimonidea cakes it clear that 

the Active Intellec t (descr i bed in Yesode Ba- torah VlI, l by the p roceas o f 

t~ iioly Spirit descending upon a man 60 that his soul becoces knit wi th the 

rcl of anGels called Ishim) gives the r ational faculty a s rell as the i.J:Da€i­

uative faculty of prophe ts e.n extra influx not vouchsaied to orcinary 111.se 

and 0-ood men. He aays: "The true prophets undoubtedly conceive ide~s t::::.2t 

result f rom preilli 2ea wh ich human reason could not comprehend by itself: thus 

they tell us th i nt;s m ich men could not tell by rea son and ordinary imagina­

tion a lone: f or ( the action of the prophe ts' mente. l capacities 1 s influenced 

07) t he sat1e agent ( i . e ., The Active Intellect) t hat ce:uses the perfection of 

tl!e i caginetive faculty , and t h.e t enabl es the prophet t hereb:, t o foretell a 

:uture event with such clearness as if it wcs a thi ~ alread.,v pe r ceived with 

tne senses, and only t a ro ~ t hem co::iveyed to his im2&ination. This e..gent 

(i . e ., t~e Active Intellec t ) p erfects the prophet' s mind, and influences it 

in such e manner that be conceives ideas which a r e confirmed by r eality, and 

are so clear to him as i f he deduced t hem by means of syllog lsas . 11 (11. N. , 

II, 36 , .> . 183) . l!aimoni des argues in t his s ame chau t e r: 11:Eut ( wast ne saic:i. 

J: -;_, l .. o:. r a..:>r,,;.iv..ry powers of our ima6inative f aculty) aoplie s with snecial 

fo rce to our intellect , which is directl y influenced by the Active I ntellect, 

ruid caused b:, it to pass from p otentiality to e.ctuali cy . I t is t h rough the 

intellect t hat to e 1nf1llt:nce r eaches the 1.mac;inative faculty . i:ior. then coil d 

~latte r be s o perfect as to be able to r epr esent tbin:·s not n r eviousl.y 

2erce i ved by the s enses , if the sa.1e degree o:' perfection "ere .,i t hhel d from 

the intellec t , a.m t he latter could not comprehend th in9s othe rr.ise than i n 

tne usu.el :::ianner, naoely, by meens of ur emi se . conclus ion and influence? '' 

( :. N. II , ~f , p . 184, underlining ours) . 
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Thua, 1re can uDderstand that to Maimonides p r ophecy is an 

e.xtreordinary knowl edge bestowed. upon a worthy and ~ repared cam id.ate by the 

Active Intellect. This special lmo17led.ge raises the r ational and illlaginative 

factlties to a stage of perfection beyond the ordinary . He states again: 

"':'?lose who reach that pe r fect ion (i.e. , r ational end icaginative) may, through 

the influence of the divine intellect , obtain knowledge independent o:f t hat 

~essed _by t hem when a wake ." (U. ll., II, 38, p . 185, underlining ours) . He 

calls t hese 11true prophets" (Ibid) . 

~le should like to con clm e this gere r al study of l!aimonide i; 1 

conce-ot i on of p rophecy b~ en unusua l re:nark of his mich t h ror.s revealing 

lisl;t upon his ideas i n this r egard , and !Jerhaps upon his pe r sonal hi story. 

In ~ . u., II, 32 a t the very beginning of his long discussion 

oi pr ophecy h e compe.res the 1d eas of t he phllosophe r s toy;ard prophecy 1,i th 

too Scripturnl revelation of propr.ecy. He bole s t hat tee letter n • ••• coi n­

ci.ies r.ith the opinion of t he philos o•fr.eri:: i n all points excep t one . Fo r 1:'t! 

~elieve the t, even if one has the ce.pacity for prophecy , end be s du l y ~re­

pared himself , it ::ia:r yet happen t ha t he c:.o ee not actually prophe sy . It i s 

i n th~t ces e the will of Goo (tha t r.i thholds f roc h im t ne use of t he f aculty) . 

Accor d h ~ to my op i ni on , tc i s fact i s a s exce otiona l a s en.,v. other miracle, 

::.-n=. 2cts i n t he same ay. For t he lnws of Nature de:iand th.':!t eveiyone should 

oe a o rouhe t_._ r.:no !ulS a n r o-;,er physical const i tution, am !las been dul y pre­

""'.? r e~ as r e. a r ds ec.ucation and training 11 (U. :::., II, 3~ . p . 162 f ., umer­

li:un ours) . These vrords report L~aimonides ' \'/Onder t ha t all neo-:il e are not 

~r o~n~t s , and ~hat tni s fac t is a ~irecle t o h i.c l Since what we m ow of 

:..aLonides• personal life shows h im to heve l i ved in the p ronhetic way and 

to h@ ve been a .:an of i rea t intellec tual a chievements, it migh t heve been a 

~er sonal oet te r that he i s touchi ?li; upon here . (cf . A, Eeschel , :~aiconides , 
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Chapter s 3 anci 1g , 3erlin, 1935 ) . T\10 coDU:Jent ator s , Efodi and Shem-tob , 

littempt to prove t hat Ua i.monides wa s opposed t o tbe Sc r iptura l view and agreed 

with the philosophers t hat •It 1s impossible t hat a man r.ho has the capacity 

for p ro9hecy should prepar e h i msel f fo r it ri thout et tai ning 1t 11 (cf. ~!. 

zr iecilancer' s f oot note 4 t o u. H., II, 32 , p . 163) . I f th is is a true slll"­

mise , then it is h i ~ y probabl e that 1-!ai.monides believed t hat be h i mself 

ci#;ht attain prophecy (cf. A. Beacilel , Toward An Understanding of ?.'.simon.idea• 

Personal 1 ty , oanuscr ipt of a le cture d.el!ver eci ·oeforeti:.e .uerican Acadell,1 for 

Je~ish ~esearch , December, 1942). 

l b. J\7 i\ ~ I l i)' b - "One of t be basic pr 1nc1,n l es of 

re lit?ion . " It is significant thet lleimonides used t ile t erm J\, here 

ratile r thP.n ~,t:n 1':'hich r.e sho ..ld r a t he r expect. Ev i dently i:>rophecy is a 

'.llliverse l r Dthc r than an h i storico-netional eX!'er ience , and which can be 

a ttained in 2ny a ge . This certainly ,r;oult be in l'\ccord r.i t h Ja.1.oonides• 

broad conce ~tion of p rophecy , a s seen a bove i n o , co::i.::ienta r y. 

X l) .:::,., Jl 11.Jl ~, l'lJ p - ":OOun.ci beneath t i.e 

. 1 be no doubt t h at J.:aimonides is cioi n6 again 

1'1!l2t he n.a s done el r eady t o the t e r JJS of Jewish mys ti cal t r acii tion such a s 

-aesen ?,er<".abah , l.!aase:t-. Eereshith, Pare.es . iie is taking this ::iystical term 

.. ni! ::-.akinL it accor d rlth hi s C. ret>k pi:ilos oybical i' :- 1 . u . Si.oleo tells us 

L~t:t t ::ie earliest .;e,n sh ..1y£:t1 cs r.ho for ::i.eci a."l or6a nize d f raternity 1n 'I'a.1-

~di c tir,e s and l a ter , describe their m.:,!'tical e,q,e rience i n t ens o!" ascer.t 

cf t .. 1,; soul t o the Celestial T!·.rone \Yher t- it obt.ai1.e an e cs tatic v ier. o: t?:le 

~jeet; of ~oc! eJX.. t::e secrets of !iis r eal.c ( c f . G. Sholem, l!ajor Trenrls i n 

.:er.-ish :::·~Ucism . 9 • ~) . Sholem stete!! i n ano ti:er plece: "No doubt s are pos-
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~itl e on th is point: the ear l i est Jewish myst 1ciso is t hrone- my~ti cis.o . I ts 

_cEsence is not abso r bed contemplation of God' s t rue nature, but percept i on 

o! iii; appear ance on t he throne , as descri bed by Ezekiel, and cognition of 

the oysteries of the cel e stial throne- norl d •••• God' s :pre-existing t h rone , 

,t.ica ecbodies and e xel:J!)lifies all f onn s of c reation, is a t once the goal e.td 

tu t he:ne of bis mysti cal Yision" (lb i c., p . 42 , t . ) . I f we cont rast t h is cy&­

ticol concept i on of ,1\ u 'j with l1aimon1des1 highly r e.t1onelized interpr e t a ­

tion that we mus t interpret i t to de:iote 11God 1 s Gr eatness and O!mipotence, 

.. ~ich are identical with Bi£ essence" (L. N., I , 9 , p . 54) ne can UI'IC.ersta:c. 

i he r evolutioner:., chall{,e t hat t ne nord has experienced in t he hanc.6 of 

__ £.boni des . 

, -. b - This '1ord means 11 1.:maedie.tely." ,te confess that 

r.~ c.o ::iot unde r s tand its use in our !)!l ragra,!lh . How can e lon& period of con­

csntn:.tion be spoken of as e ndinb in "immedia t e ly t be Rol y Sp i r i t reste u pon 

nf:iN7 Either :..ebonides conceive s of the man who s tri ves to a ttain -prophecy 

a s r eachi ng to b i gier ano. hl~er levels until be at l ast reaches a certain 

~oint r.cer eupon tAe Eoly Sp irit im::lediately coi:e s do11'?l upon hi.o , or else t he 

ter:i , .. ll has t he sense of "doubtle6!:,ly 11 or even o f "pe:: ·c rce. 11 In t.be 

partllel passage we have quoted above frot1 ~ - N., the pr.rase p )> U l~ ~, 
"u.nC:.?uotedly " is eo! loyed by :..ail:!onides a t t he para.lle! :,oi nt b h iE. discus­

l!io:1 . {lL . 1?. , II, 36, p. 177) . Such a use of 1 ' fl , howeve r, is not coun­

tenanced "t:y eny d1ctioner;,•, to our kno'l7le~. 

The re e re various degrees of p ronhecy . '!'his statement , as 

lfEa shall see , leads dir ectly to t.ne p ricac.:, of :ioses a::io~ t he p rophet. 

(cf . VI! . o) . 
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The degree of p rophecy to which e. prophet atteina depends 

upon his mental, moral, and !)hysical perfection according to l!. N. "These 

~u.ru.ities are , as is well kn.om. , possesse~ by t he wise men in different de­

cree ~, a na. the de&rees of p rophetic f aculty ve.ry in accordance '71 tb this dif­

~~r ence u(u . N. , II , 36, P• 17?) . 

llaimonides la.ye 6rea t wei~t both he re end in J.t. !l. upon the 

Scrip tur2J. verse: 111 do make Myself knoffll unto him in a vision, I ck> speak 

r,ith him tn a dreao" (llum. 12:6) . The 9 ropbets (except Mosee, cf. VII, 6), 

accor d iD& to ~aioonides, only experience prophecy throu&h dreoos at night, or 

in t '.'.le u,ytime we.en a deep s leep ru:.d f a llen ~on them. 'This ic..ea h in accord 

d tc. :fo imonides I t heories of ysycholo/;y which pl r,ce t he center o f tr.e nropbe­

:ic e,-,,erience in t he iDB€in.stive f a culty r.h ich functions best Tlhen it is at 

rett end not recordine the sensations reg i f tered by the bodily senses (cf. 

oar oo:u:ent ery on VII, 1) . And even more importa~t is that it in one bold 

str o:ce destroys ell anthropoDOrphic references d erived from p rophecy. For, 

acco :-dit1o to this t b~ry , all ;>:-opbecy (e~cept l!oses 1 ) dee.ls not with the 

:recoros of t he physical senses , but wi th t r.e messages of a S'P iritual bei D(; , 

l~e ACtive I ntellect, affectint; t he rat ional a.nd imP.,f;in.ati~e faculties in 

a !!-eci a l manner and nhich. o: necessity, must speak in the l8Jl€Uege of men 

(cf . I , 3) . 

Tle miv:it cert ainly raise the question: \Toy does not Scri-p­

ture elways relate that t he p rophe t received his prophecy in 2 vision ar in 

s dr eac7 ~~c way in ~hich ~ei monide~ solved this nrobleu is e.xpl e ined in 

.. . :; . , 11 . 41 , p . 1~4. This pass.age will solve t he nroble::i of those Scrl~­

t~r.cl •~o~hecies in r.h i ch t he method of divine cocununicetion is not clear. 

"Ill four C:!.fferent nays Scrip ture relates t he fact that a divine coCl!'IUDica­

tion r;a s :12de t o the prophet: 



l. The prophet r elates that ile heard the corde of en angel 

in a <ireruo or vision. 

2 . He re~orts the words of t he angel without mentioni.ns that 

they were 9erceived in a dream or vision, assumin~ that 

it is well known t hat prophecy ce.n only originate in one 

of t he t 1TO ways, "In s vi&ion I "1 11 ~-:e nyself knoTl'Jl 

unto him, in a d r eam Ir.ill speu unto him. " (lium. 12: 6) . 

3 . The p rophet does not mention t.l::.e e.ngel at all; he says 

that Goe spo:0:e to hi:i , but !le states t hat 

the messBt:.e in a dreru.i or 2 vision. 

received 

4 . He intrcduces his p rophecy by stat:i ll€ t h.? t God spoke to 

him, or told him to do a certa i n thin&, or speek certain 

words, but be does not explain tha! he rece1vec. the mes­

eBt,.-e iD e dre2.0 or vision, because he assumes t hat it ia 

well knom , and bas been established as a principle 

(See Kum. 12 : 6) that no pro!)hecy or r evelation or i~1nntes 

othe rr.ise t:.!1an in e dr eam or vision, en:i t.broueh an 

an~el. 11 

~ai~onides has developec. i n r . N. I I , 45 , t r.o el abora te s~s­

t.eus of cl ass ifytI!f the dee:ree of a prophet . ie i;ive here t he first of these 

r ith t!le hope t he t 1 t mi ght shed so 1:1e light u;:,o"' ?"d.monic.es ' method of sys­

tecizin.G tb e 11rophets : 

l. The l owest degree of ~c tutl p rophets is that in r.hich 

the p rophe t sees an allegory tn a drea:n - and in the 

prophet i c dree:n 1tseli ti1e elle_or 7 is interr reted. 

2 . Frophet bears in ~ d ream c learly , but does not see the 

sneaker. 
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3 . .A. person addresses the prophe t 1n e dream. 

4 . An 8.ll.{;el speaka to him i n a dream. 

5 . In the prophet i c dre8Iil i t appears to the prophet as if 

God spoke to hin. 

6 • The p rophet see a el.legorl cal figures in a p rophetic 

visio n . 

7 . The pr ophet hears words in a p rophetic vision. 

6 . ~he p rophet sees e £1eil r.ho speaks to h1lD in a prophetic 

vis ion. 

5' . Tills is the h i ghest dei;ree outside of .:oses1 • I n this 

the prophet sees an an&e l r.ho 1,;peaks t o him in a vis ion. 

l!ai.lllonides remarks t net only 'oses co~tl.d perceive G-oi 

in a p rophetic vision. 

I n our pe. r agr nph ?!e lmonides describe1,; the physical end cental 

ordeal experienced during a prophetic experience. ,ie might ':ln te thet the 

!Jroph~tic er:ierience here stated bee.rs a startline; reseoblance in certain o.c­

·eils tc the :iystical eD'.'erience of ;;crah~. ben SSJnUel Ab-.tlafia, ,no 11 con­

e1der ed :11 s otm mystical t heo::-y as t~ fi nEl te!) fornard from the ••Guide of 

t.ae :?e~lexed 11 to which ~ wrote 2 curious ::iysti~ co::mientery" (G . Sholem, 

, ajo r TrenC:s in J e ,ri sh ~ys t ici sm I P • 12~) . Sholec c-uotes Abu.lafia 1 £ instruo­

t ion for s t tainill{; meditation and ecsta sy ~hich, a s r.e have just said , uee rs 

&':.ri :ir, ; :ciila rities t o .!E1imonidee' concep t of ? ropneti c ex,erience. In 

~Ht t.e sc_:1s: "And 'l.mo\"1
1 

the s tront;er the i ntellectual influx r.i thin thee , 

t~ nea~er will beco~e t hy outer ann thy inner ]:B rt e . Thy wholP boc.y .. ill 

be seized by an extrex.1el. stro~L tre mbli?ll; , so t jie t thou Yiillthink that thou 

ere ebout to die, because t~.r soul , over j oyec. \7ith it!! ::ntmlec~e, rill leave 
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thy ·oody"(lbid. , p . 134). Snolem says in another p lace: "ln the opinion of 

Abula.fi a , his Ol'itl doctrine of p rophetic ecs tasy 1s 1n tbe l ast resort nothing 

but toe cioctrine of p rophecy a dvanced by the Jewish philosophers , more es­

~eci ally by L!aiconides, mo also defines p rophecy as the temporary union of 

tne human and the divine intel lect, deliberately brouf;ht about by systematic 

pr eparat ion 11 (Ib i d . ? · 1-5). Sholem, however, comments t hat "'These r ationali­

zat ions cannot, honever, obscure the fact that his (Abulafia' s ) teachings 

r epresent but a Jud.aized version of that e.ncient S!)ir i tual technique which 

has f ound its cla s sical expression in toe pr actices of t he I ndian mys tics 

who follor. the s ystem known as Yoga " {Ibid. p . 1:)6). 

't7e have discussed the relations.hip betreen !.!aloonides' con­

cer,t of p rophec~· and tr.e m:,stic e:x;,er ience very sketchily only to t:U£€,est th£t 

~.aimonidcs is far closer to 1:1ysticisci then ,.,e or d inarll,y imEgine when we pic­

tur e him a s one of the a postles af rationalism. Le t us remember t hat tbe 

~rophet i:' to aimonidea "the hi ~ est degTee and .::reatest pe r fection of :.ie.n" 

(l! . :.; . , II, 36 , !l • 173 -uid cf. e lso 15 . N., I II, 51, !l • 281 f ., where !~a1.monides 

calls uoon his s.tudent to follor. th!> r.ay of p r ophecy). 

There are probebly two reasons r.hy t:aiconides insists th.et 

~atters are communicated to t he p rophet i:l allegor ic2l form: 

1. The first r eason 1s that it hel p s expla 1n awa:; e.nthro­

pocorphi sms, for if r he.t tne pro!)het see t:1 is o:1ly an 

a l le!..-:>:-; it cannot poss!bl ;, be consic.ercd 2s 11 t e rally 

tnie . 

2 . The core impor tant reason is that in protlhecy t he i me&i­

nati v-E fncul ty part icul.arly is influenced b~• the Active 
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Intellect. L:ei.monidea aays: "It 1s undoubtedly clear and 

evident that most p rophecies are ~ven in illagea. for 

this is tb.e characteristic of t he imaginetive faculty, 

t~ organ of prophecy o,. N., II, 47, p. 2 19). Since the 

ima€1native faculty can only reproduce things a s they re­

present themselves to the senses of me n and. cannot pos­

sibly produce a purely immaterial image of an object , 

however abstr act the form of t he image may be (cf. }.{. . li'., 

I, ?S, p. 335 f . ), the matters commu.nice.ted in a nro­

phetic dream or vision must be allegorical in nature , e •i • • 

Jacob's vision of a lad.der witt a~ls ascent. in€ end de­

scending it , the Seething Caul dron of Jeremiah ( l:lS) , 

the Scroll seen by Ezekiel {2:9) , etc . (Hol'l'E'Ver , as we 

ehE.11 see in VII, 6 , t he hibl:Est type of pr ophecy , that 

of Moses, is the co::u::nini on of l:len 1 a re.tional faculty ffith 

t he Act ive Intellect and. t h is e;cluces anthrono~orphip) . 

Thout;n the C05111Unica tion is alwa~ all egorical in f orm, yet 

the pr ophet may not reveal t he allego r y t o t he people. He m y sicply give 

its interpretet1on - which is illlmedietely i.mp res~ed upon h is cine at the time 

of t he vision - o r he cay give both the allet;orJ end its intenretation; or 

2€9in, ne may merel :· ~ i ve t oe ellec.ocy r.Hhout 8IlY i nte17r etc>tion. ~e.imonicies 

t.: ives ~ re a f eTI examples of so:1e of toe se cases from Scripture . 

This pa ragra;:,h is ~ased on a ~aluru.dic source (Shabbat h 30 b) 

to t he effect t hat "lnS"Oire.t ion do es not co:ie upon a p r o-chet when be is sad 

or lz .. "l~ id. 11 !.aimonides lini-:s t...is state~,en t nith bis own pe:1C::ological 

t heori~s . He a r gues: 11F.:icultles oi the bo~:, e re , as :,.·ou knor, a t one time 
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r.eak , wearied . and corru;:,ted , a t others ln a healthy atste. l 1118t'.;ination is 

certainly one of t he faculties of t he body. You find, therefore, that pro­

;,hets are deprive, of the f a cult y of p rophesyillf when they mourn, are angry, 

or a re similarly affected • •.• • The seJ;1e ci r cucst a.nc e , p r evalence of sadness and 

dullness , was undoubtedly the direct cause of the 1nte rru.!}t1on o= p r ophecy 

c..ir1Dt; the exile; for can t :aere be ant g rea t er misfo rtune fo r mall t han this: 

to be a slave bo~t fo r money in the s e rvice of the i&10rant and volu_!) tuous 

::iaste rs , eno powerless a gainst them • •• • 11 (U . N. , II , 3G , p . 177 f.) 

?!.ai monides here g ives his own interpreta tion of t he Scrip­

tural ter:n ''Sons of t he p rophets . " The se "ere t l-e oen, accor cil 04; to !!ai.monide£, 

r.'ao sought to p rophesy b;:, followint: the way of p rophecy , but who m~ ht o:­

.=ig:it not be favoreo. by t he Sheki n.ah ( cf . our c l osint; r e!.lal':'.'.S upon VII , 1). 

,T .J ' ::>"ll - It is e p r oblem t o -.u; r.h:, l!a i.tlonides should 

use t ~e term Shekinah he r e . In M, N, he a &rees with Onl:elos the Frosely te 

t hat ?ll exp ressions denotint. aey mode of c o tion sbo~d be e>g::lained to mean 

the appeara nce or manifesta t ion of a ce rta i o li~ the t ll6e ·::ieen crea t ed i'o r 

t:.e v ~•~i:, i -; .1., i . e ., t he Snekinab (cf . I!.:;., I, 27 , p . 92 f . ) . Thus t h e 

t e rJ i s ec? l ~yed to avoi n £flY poss i bl~ ant h rOf ODorpbiscs i n Onl::elo£ 1 tre.ns ­

l e tion o~ t he Bibl e into Araziai c . B1.1 r.h;r :~ai.:loni de s us e s l.t; i n th is para­

gr aph r e ther than ;1 ? TI ;? X 1 :l J -;1 (VII , l) or iT'll'CJ ~ 7 l'j> ";I nl"l 

( VII, 1) which he uses elser.here is not lmol71l t o us . Pr obabl y he ecploys 

11Sile'.dnah1
' siapl ;1 !'o r st:,listic rea sons and means b.,· it e. t r aditional aean­

inc , Holy Insp l r a tion, t he et:lailStion froo Goe. 1.mc.inent i n the wrld and 

en::1,li~ i.:.en to p rophe s.,· .:.c : o r :H~ to t he ltlll of God (cf. it . J a stro"• 

Tol.J:ru.d Dict i ona r y , under ,lJ "' .:'.>'U ) . 
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Ever,rthlng t hat bas been said up to this point o n the subject 

o: p rophecy applies to prophets other then litoses . .loses is ao p r eeminent 

ocont; the p r ophets t he. t 1.t 1s Uaimoni des I opinion that II the t en.i p rophet is 

£P1llied t o ::.:oses e..I¥i to other men hoDOnyoously" (ll. N., II, 35, p . 171) . 

Basin g hims elf upon t he Scri p tur al verse 11And t here aro se 

not a p r ophet since in I s rael 111-E '!l.!lto !'-oses, whol!l t ile Lord lcne17 fece to 

face - as rega r d s all the s i E:)ls and wonders which God ~ent hi:n to do 1n the 

land of Ec;ypt Bt;ainst Pharoah and all his courtiers and all h is land, es well 

as o.11 t he mighty power and ell the great nonders mich l!oses performed in 

t he si{;ht of all I s rael " (Deut . 34:10-12) , t:al monides bolds tha t lfoses is 

c.i stinc--uishec. from ell othe r p r ophets o!' all tiJ.les on tr:o sco res. Namely, no 

prophet r.ill ::;e r ceive as he perceived , nor do as he did ( cf. U. N., II, 35 , 

!J . l ?1 f . ) . Our present pa r agr ar,h is concerned r.ith the first of these di s­

tinc tions, i . e. , no prophet wi l l pa r ceiv e as be :perceived. Thet no p rophe t 

~il l do as he diti is t.~e subje c t of" VII I , 1, z . 

J.toses perceived in p r o9bec:, d.if:er ently fron al l other pro­

phets, past u d future , in four c ifferent '7ays: 

1 , All othe r ~ rophets exper ienced ~ ~o~ecy in e c r ea.:i or 

vision. but Uose s ? ro: heeie d a~ake and s te.nding , (cf., 

!,u:n . 12:6- 8) , 

2. All other prophets sew in terms of rld.dle an<i. e llea>ry, 

but 1.!osee s aw clearly anrl h .. cidly . l..aimonides eX:)1..£.ins 

what fY! means by this in M. }i . , II, ~E, p , 21 4. He 

states : 11 • • •• the .nef!iuc h er e (the case o!' other prophets) 

beint; tne imaginative faculty t h&t ~ars in a p ro phetic 

dreeJ:1 God spea:dnt; ; but l 'oses hea rd the vo ice addressing 

hui " f r ol!I above t he cover ine of t he ar'= froo between the 

two Cher .. 101:n ( Ex . 25: .'.?!:! - 'ale h ,'O cherubim a!)parently 
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represent here the Active Intellect and the prophet ' s i n­

tel lect. which unite in the case of Hoses without the in­

tervention of tbe imaginetive faculty. See u. Friedlander' e 

f ootnote l to this pa ssae,-e) . withou t the oedium of the 

imaginative faculty . " This i s Uaimonides' interpr etation 

of "Uouth to mouth I speak to him. " (liuo. 12:8). 

3 . ill other p rophets a r e physically el1feebled end mentally 

terrified by the prophetic e xperience. but ?.fuses' oind was 

strong enougll to retain its norJBl. composure . I n his 

par a llel passat;e in his co.1111.~en tary to Pere~ Relek a sen­

tence explaining the r eason for l..o se a ' strength 111 g iven : 

11 • • •• • this be i JlG the case by ree son of the str ong bond 

un1 t in{; him 1'11 th t ile intellect " (J. Abelson, Hei monide s 

on the Jewish Creed, Je wish ~uarterly Rev ier. , Old Series , 

Vol . 19 , 190? , P • 52) . 

4 . 'l',o all othe r 9 rophcts tl"e insp iration CB!l!e not at their 

own choice, but ·oy the r.111 ;£ God . But :Josee we.s invested 

r. i ~:1 the p ro!)heti c s!) irit whenever he desired. h;a11llon1d.es 

inte rpre ts Deut . 5 : <? :'. here to !:.e~n t~t !!oses abst ained 

froo sensue.l delights end bo'llllC up h is intellect pe r -

1.'lanently, like the cini!:ter intr en.gels ' , r.ith G<)d . The 

Divine Glory oever l eft him, the s ': in of his f ace sllone , 

and he r.as sanctified 111.:-e t he ancel s . l n 1: . !:., II , 36, 

p . 1 77 f . we find a contradict ion to this i dee, however , 

t hat 1:oses oould obtain :- ro11hetic insp ira tion a-t all 

tice s . He states: "You find , ther efore, th2t pr or.hets are 

deprived of tne f ocU: ~ · o:· ~, :·o_ · . .:-$.:l . .__; rhen they mourn, 
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are angry, or a re s1m-1larly affected • •.• The se.me " as tbe 

case r.i th Moses , whe n re was in a state of depression 

t h ro ll(;h the multitude of hls troubl es, 1'i'bich lasted froc 

the murmurings of t he I sraelites i n consequence of the 

evi~ report of t he spi es , t ill the death of t he fferr1ors 

of t hat gene r a tion. He received no meesa.se of ~d, as he 

used t.o do , even tho\li-h re did not receive pro'Oh.Etic in­

snirati on thro\l,f;h t he cedium of the il:laf;inative fecu.l.ty , 

but di rec tly tbl'O~gh t re intellect." l!.ab1on.ldee evidently 

had di s cerned this fact S>aietioe ·oetr.een h i s writiD& of the 

l!ishneh Torah anci 'I! . H. Ami althou- h I.le c i;.nnot account 

for it in his ? Sychol oc ical t heories , ~ auotes it none­

t:1e-le ss. 

3efore goinc: o n t!> prove t hat no :., ro ph~ t. ,--:1:. ev t' l' "do as 

•. oses a. i d. , 11 i..aimonitie s devotes this para~3'0ll t.o the subject of testing tile 

p ropheti c charac ter of e n individual , for in Cilapter VIII he will p rove t.'lie t 

the truth of lioses1 p rophetic mission is f ounded upon p roofs coaml e tel :· dif­

ferent from those of or d inary prophets . 

To bee in with, Ma i monides d ivides p rophets into two groups: 

first, th os e 1'1ho receive the gift of prophecy for their own enlie,hten::ient; 

and second, t hose r.bo are insp i red ~ prophecy to 60 on a mis s ion t.o enlighten 

othe r s . Taose who a r e s en t on Emission to o the r s are given e s lL~ .::- ~ 

'iat t h e p eopl e mi6n t .en.ow that G<>d bas in truth sent them {cf. 

Ch.:ip t c r X fo r n.eture of signs e.nd t okens) . 

:iowever , not ever yone ehor.in& e si e;:i or t.o'-=en is on that 

e c count t.o be accepted es a p r oohet . l.le i moni des , hold.ill€ t o his soecial con-
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cep tion of p rophecy (See Ebove. V1I l ) • erg.le& tha t v.-e should only accetlt es 

a true p :-ophet him Tho meets t.he wen:ta l au: lllOtelTeqclremeDts for- p rop hecy , 

and Tlho llE.S pursued t1:.e wa.v of p rophecy ( See ebove. Vll , l ) . I:' he dlo 

cleimr t o bee ;;::-o::>het set: sfiH thes e conaitions , ii :..s o-,.;.;- =.:.::· to bee r1::en 

to hilr., even thollf'h there is still a possi.l:ility tl:.ai he iE not in trutl:. 2 

:-ophet . For, holds t.:aimoni c.es , :..f .n.e is in al: .-a~ -,ro r~h.i;· of t oe :--r o;:net.i.c 

; :.:'t , WE giv e cilD u.,e benefit o: thepresum;:t i!>n. 

i'..clmo?li.ces' rational t est :fo r tt.e a".lt he::i: :.cicy of a ~r <>ph£t 

not only !'its logicall~ i.ntc his concep tion o :' -:-o~ ec:,·. ":T.it it is sui ted 

aQl!ir ably w the ::.:atoric situetion cf t..1s time s. Pt.r ®E ~::: :;: it iE E. 

b1·oad5:.c..e E.ttecl: on LiohcilllCec. , ll'ilol=i nc one has ever cle~ec led a l ife of 

mor &.:. restre.bt. For a:w:.her it ~s no dcu::t e use=-.:..1 saee?l TO sift. out the 

II.a.II." p ::-ete::::1c.ers tD .i.:e s siclls=.i:c, ,-rho e ·:>o~el !.I! :.:s.ioo:rl:.et' £. i ::'ic-cl 'l ti.mes . 

Si:;ce tbE e s s:.ah un:.st ettain to e ae~ee o: r,:-ophfc::;- seco:irl o::ilr f.X> l!oses 

( See , A !r.-tter ·-oy ... e.ic:>nides t.c tbe : e,;s of S~-..t. A.!-e":>:.c , :.re..:i.sl.etec. b:, $ . 

:..orais , Jer.isn ~.:erter].y :2evieT:, i,ev- SerieE, Vol. Z-5 , A; :il, 193: , P • - 5:,) • 

~ Less:.e.n mus:. :neet ± e te£'H :>: :;::rop.!!ec:.i . ~ r e ESE :ive of these } Te­

:.exer s tc t.Ec ss:.c_st.i;:. rr.e :nio:iEl : :,· ::.C..imon.ides ir. :-.!.1' 1£t:.er tc t:e Je\'ls 

c: Sout.t A:-at :.a (==· ! bi~, ~- 3€7) . 



CH.APTER VI II 

1 . Here Maimonides e:iplains the uniqueness of what Hoses d i d 

(cf. VII, 6) . Thie uniquenes s lies in t h~ fact that I s rael did not believe 

i n :Joses because of the signs and to-:Cens he produced - these he performed no t 

to support his p rophetic claims, out because they were needed, - but because 

all of I sreel was witness to the Sineitic Revelation r.ith its Offll e yes end 

ears . I s r ael and Uoses wer e rltnesEes to the same revelation :see -rlII, 2) . 

All of Israel heard the Divine Voice speaking t o Moses, and I s r ael heard the 

Voice saying : "l'.oses , Uoses , go, tell them thus and t hus . • 

I n 1,S . N. t he Jj)atter of what the peop le leard durin{; the 

Sinaitic Revelation ls t a.lcen up by Maimonides. I n M. N., II, S3 he a ttempts 

to reconcile th e Scrip tural account of the revelation with his or.n theor ies. 

liere in u. N. in attem? ting this reconciliation be contradict£ what le s a ys 

in Yesode Ha- to rah, VIII , 1: fo r he states explicitly in Yesode Ha-toreh that 

Israel heard t h e Di vine Voice speakill(;; distinct worQS to lloses . Bu t in U. N. 

~e 1112.intains tl~a t Israel e ctu.ally only heard the sound of the Divine V0ice 

2.nl not dist inct r,0rds. Re says: " . .... God spoke to t:oses, and t be people 

only heard the mi gpty sound, not distinct v:orc.s 11 { l! . N., II, 33 , p . 166) . 

vrnether the people he a r d only the sound of a voice s1>ea..'<ing 

or distinct T10rds is or real si£nificence t o ;.:.d .. ,or..!.;i, :c because H ' t!?ey heard 

c.istinct ?10rds tJ1is V1ould conflic t '7itb h is tneocy oi r ro phecy , wh i ch ca lls 

for the fulfillment o:' oany conoitious before one can receive the :,ro'Jhetic 

l ift . It is hardly li~ly taat all of the l sf aelites s t andiJl6 a t Uount 

Sinai had ~uali fiec themselves in the manner descr i bed in VII , l to receive 

a d i vine com::runica tion. Yet Jer.ish trt>dition (See l!idr.-sh "rtPbbah, S?ll r 

iia- Sh :. r im, 1, 1) cla imed t hat all of r sreel he arc, in tr.e s ame ,re.~ as d.id 
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:.!oses, the Lord proclaimillf JE.rt or all of the Dece.locue. ~tlmonides DF.ikes 

ver:, apparent in M. N. his m;n point of view: "lt is clear to iie that di.at 

~oses experienced at the revelation on Mount Sinai was diffe rent from that 

r.hiCJl was experienced by all other Israelites, for Moses alone ,1as addressed 

by God, and for thi s reason the second person si~r is used in the '!-en 

CoClO:md.ments: 1Joses then went down to t he foot of the mount end told his 

fellow-men what he had l:eard ( J.! . w. , II, 33, p . 166). Compare this statement 

with Yesode na-torah, VIII, 2 which spe a.'-cs of Loses and Israel both tog-ethe r 

being \"litnesi.es to tltE sa.:e ..1c.c~e:.· . (! course, this latter i 1, no t a sharp 

contrad i ction, for one witness eight see far mor e t1'.an another, and ~t both 

a r e witnesses to t he same event. Nevertheless, we believe that these slight 

contradictions indicate a definite development in l5aiconides1 interpretation 

of t he Sinaitic Reve lation. Bis interpretation in Yesode Ha- tore.his more 

in keeping with tradition, while in M. N. he p resse~ forward his Oml tneories 

in fall force. 

71e have alread.,v d iscussed pert of this !)l! r agraph in our com­

tJentar.r to the pxecedin6 one . 

The conclud i ng portion of this par~aph contains an impor­

tant idee , namely, that after the r evel e tion of t!'l.e To r ah to !:oses fae ~eople 

of I srael acc~t oropnets not becau se of $i f ns o r tol:ens the:;i cay offe-:- in 

proof of t heir divine mission, but onl J because t he Tor ah com::iruld s that if a 

prophe t gives a si[ n ''ye shall listen to hilt . '' ile are t o .'1ear ken to 

sucii e propile t even if we da not knov: if t he sign be sho\'ls i s genuine or has 

t een performed TTi t h tc.e cid o f sorcery and by secret arts. In other words, 

since t he r evelat-ion of t he To r ah, we are t;:uided by the ~oren in all these 

.1c>tters, because ,·:e ourselves a re r.itne s s to the authentic ity of the Tol'a.b 

(cf. VIll, 1). 
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~ - The concluding r emaT'ks of me precedinf par agraph leai '-!' 

to the argument of thi& one: I f a p rophe t arises and per f orms s ignG and 

e;reat miracl e& ana. seeks t :> den:; the prophecy of L:oses , we are to :pay no 

a ttention to hi111 . For Moses• p roohecy is unique. The Tora.a is not accepted 

·oecause of signs or tokens l!oses offered , but because el l of l sr ael 11as wit­

ness to t he revelation o f t re Torah . To d1~; the divinity of t he Torah, 

,1ould be l i ke a man t eetif;rint. in our presence concernf%· an incident and 

deeyin6 it tD ok pl ace though we bad eeen i t with our OTrn e ye s . A~ we only 

accept s i e;ns (es a p r ophet• s credent ials) beceuse r.e a r e so b i dden i n the 

Commandment g iven us by !Jo ses , boll' shall r.e, on the etr ent;th of such a sign, 

a ccept a man as prophet , who seeks t o r e puc.iate ~osea' prophecy fo r t he t ruth 

of 7>hicll r.e have the e vidence of our orm eyes and ear s ? 

Without doubt this paragraph is a imed agains t the "pr ophe t ic" 

liliesion of Jesus of liazareth and of Uoham!.~ed , both of T1h om if not of t i1e:n­

Relves, et l ?" t t O".f t heir follower s are thol.l(;ht to have deniec. tile immlt~bili t;y 

of the Torah. I t also , of course, i~ di rected eE,Sinst lesser :iiUI"e e Yiho 

from time to tioe r.ave ~roclaimei: '±.e cbrotetion o: tt.e ! oreh on the e;r ounts 

of a new revel ati on. 



CHAP'l!ER IX 

l . Thie paragraph is clear and requires no commentary. 

2 . Since t he Torah of Moses is perpetu.el. l y complete en~ immu.-

te.ble (See IX, 1), •~v have t here been prophets since Moses - pr ophets of whose 

co.oing we are to 1d in t he Torah? The anSl'ler to this problett ie sim!)l.e: ell 

authentic prophets since Moses nave ro:ie to e.xoort :.18 to fulfill t h e Torah, 

not to found e. new r elig ion. Thia is a furth6r test, of course . for him who 

lays claim to a prophetic mis sion. If such e man merely emorts us to fulf ill 

the mitzvoth, or if he g ives order s t o do th ings per:nitted by the Tor ah, t hen 

r.e are obligated by t he Torah to act in acco rdance with his i11£tructions . 

Th is is the ninth mitzvah expounded in Yesode Eia- t-0reh. 

Thia par agraph need s litt le cotllllent. Fe ced by t.he !'e.ct that 

on certain occasions }'.)rophe ts actec con t rar y to the Torah, e.1r •• Eli jah's 

sacr ifice on ~t . Carsel outside of t he Temple, tile Talmu.ci ( Yebemotb 90 b) 

explains that a prophet 1!16Y ebrogate the Toran if i t is only fo r a s~ecial 

occasion and not e permanent chanee. ~!aimonides here cites the halal<ah 011 

this ll12tter. 

4 . ~e is a false prophet who attemp ts to u~root eny nart of the 

Cra.l t radition or qho a s£erts that ne has. been biven a <iivine co :nmu.nicet i on 

instructinc hi.cl as to r,aat \'7c!s the decision and that the rcl.e r.as accor ding 

to t he vier. of a certain. teache r in refe rence to a .:1oot point. The 8crip­

t~a l quotation : "~or t hie charge T.h i ch I am enjo i nin.~ on you t oday is no t 

beyond your por.er. nor i s it ou t of your r eech: i t is not in- the heavena, 

that you !houldsa,y , 10 t nat someone vrould ascent to t h e heavens fo r us , and 



get it for us. and theo oommunicate it to u s , so t hat "e may observe itl 1 

(Deut . 30: ll f .) Maimonides int erprets here in the Miclra&hic sense that the 

Torah hes been g iven to I s rael i n its entirety. nothing of it bas been re­

served in heave~ for further leg i s lation or for revel a tion t o a p rophet (cf. 

l~ . Friedl e.nder' s footnote l t o ~ - N., II . 39, p . 187). I n brief, the whol e 

Torah has been given t o can and no true revelation wi 11 ever be 6 i ven age-in 

oy God in r egard to its subject matte r . Anyone who claims 6 prophet ic mis­

sion to do so is~ facto a. f alse -a-ophet. 

5 . This parag r a9b does not re(!u.ire cotnDenta.ry. 



CHAPTXR X 

l . This cha.pter is devoted to a further diecussion of the teats 

to which a p rophet is subjected to prove hi s genuineaa. 

If a man north~, of bein& a prophe t professes to be a mes­

fenger of God and only e>:horts his listeners to fulfill the Torah, we are 

not to re~uire great miracles of h i m such as raising t!le deao.1 etc . , but we 

say to him: "Foretell coming events . " If his pr edictions co~e true do1'11l to 

the sWillest particular, we accep t him ae a true prophet. 

The p rophet is to be t eated mmy time s . If h is words are 

continually il>und to be true, he is a ccepted as a true , rophet. 

s. :'he test of foretellinG futu r e events or esents a serious 

c ifficulty: astrologe" , diviners, etc., can a l so , accordi:-1& to beliefs 

rife in !.:aiconic.es' times end earlier, pr ecict ti.e fut urr. lie ~ separate 

the true p rophets from the imposto r s by a simple test, holds !laiconides 

oesint h i.!:iself on Scriptur4 texts : the words of rediction spo~en bye 

p rophe t elways come true in all deta il£ (See X, ~) . but t~e icpos er •s words 

Ylill only partly co :ie tri.te or :;>ossib~• will not cone true a t tll . 

l:aimonides a lso notes her e tr.at t he p rophets takE the place 

of soothsayers and diviners. And be r epeats that t~e functions of pr ophecy 

(afte r - oses, of course ) are to oredict coming events , t o instruc t indivi­

duals in r eia.rd tX> their privat e affairs, etc., but not to :ound a ner. re­

li&ion or to add or subtract mitzvoth. 

l.:aimor.ides fines it n:cessar:,• to make certeio e xce'Ctions in 

rega r li to the forecasts of prophets. The non- fulfillment. o'!' p rophecies of 

--
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divi!le retribution i s not to be taken as a s1€D that the p roph e t is an im­

nostor. For Ood is loD.i"- sufferi ng and reoenh of t he evil He. t h reatens. and 

perhaps . too . those l'Tho are three tened tsve r epented and were fo rgi ven. 

Hor.ever, if ~e p rophe t m-01:1ises iD God I s nace tt.a t benefi ta 

rill come , the fulfillment or non-fulf illment of su.cb a p r omise is a sure 1n­

c 1ce.t1on a s to tae authenticity of t h e nrophet . For, Tlith but one e:r._ception. 

God hes never revoked a bl essing ae aad promisel . 

Yeeode Ea- tor ah comes to its end with e few final remark s 

on the testing of p rophets. 

l. A prophet who is attested for by a reco¢%ed prophe t 

is to b e a ccep ted as genuine r.1 thod further investiro-a­

t ion . 

2 . A long- recooiized prophet ore du l y attested ~rophet who 

conducts himself consistently cl t h toe !)r ophetic calling 

1s not tx> be made t ite subject of speculation and mis­

givings in r egard t.o the cnar ecter of hi s :i:; r o9hecy. 

2 . Accredited propnets are not to be TepestecU.:r subjected 

to investi62.t ions o: their clail:is. C:lce it is ·cnom that 

a particula r individual is a pror1het , the p e ople azust 

believe and know thet Cod is in their midst and not 

har ·oor su icion ere coubt . '!'his 1~ t h e meaning of the 

tenth mit zvob expounded in Yesode H2- torah1 i . e ., "Ye 

shall not te11I~t tho Lord , :,our Go~ , as you te~ t ed Him 

a Massar." (Deut. 6 :16), ~here t he p eopl e a s ited , "Is tlE 

Lord Sl:lon us or not?N (Ex. 17 : 7) . The p eople were 

11tem!)ti 11&" God by doubt int; Hi s prophet l.!oses. 



CONCLUSION 

Maimonides • Uish.neh Tor ah is 2~ ~ ttempt t o codify the Jerlsh 

Law. A l e&Rl code ordinari l y deals with old material s, its purpose bein& only 

to systematize all l ar.s already i n force at the time of cocposition, but 

Yesode Ha-to rah goes f ar beyond the 1 1mit s of such a def1.n1tion. True eno11&h. 

' aimonides uses the t ra.d.1 tiorutl mitzvotb and the old pnrases , but his anient 

reinterpretation of t hese by the 11new" concep tions o f .Aristotle ma.'<:es of 

Yesode Ba-tor ah a radical restatement o !' me:ny of Judaislil 1 s fundar.ental ideas 

as , for ex:aople , of the human soul, the nat'.ire of ::,r ophecy, angelology, the 

~eaning of i !D!)ortant mystical terms l He :lee.sen b'.erir.abah, Maaseh :Bereshith, 

Pa r a.es, etc. 

Our comparison of Yesode He- t orah with the content of ~oreh 

Nebuchi.11 l eads us t.o the fb lloT1ing concl usions : 

l. There are no s if;!li!'ica.nt a;ic. important cif:erences 

betneen the underlyine; ideas of Yeso.ie aa- to r ah and 

Horell Nebuch l m. 

C. . There are many rele tively minor differences betrten these 

t \'10 books . 

a . fost a onarent are t ne stylistic cil~es . Yesode 

Ha-to rah, being F8 rt of a po_pul2r oode o= the tra­

ditional Lal'I , is constre.ined t o empl oy t-he phrase­

ology of Jewish traditional liter ature, while Uoreh 

Uebuchim, a book add r essed to advanced students af 

~hilosophy , does not st ;·ivc- ~ preserve traJ.itional 

~h r aseoloo , but make s a : r ank use of Gr eek philo-

--
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sophical tel"!lls, e.g . , 11the rank of angels knoffll as I shim" 

in Yesode Re-torah becomes •the Active I ntellect• in 

Moreb Nebuchim. 

b. In r egard to changes in idee.s we lll!iY note: 

1) The great dlfference between his interpretation of 

Hayoth and Ophe.nilll in Yesode Ha-torah from his inter­

p retation of these in Ho reb Nebuchim (See our coomen­

tary to II, 7). 

2) His cb.a.no-ed esti~at i on as to the holiness of certain 

of the divine nall'les. (See our commentary to Chapter 

Vl) • 

S) The difference in his interpretation of nhat Israel 

was wi tnese to at Mount Sinai ( See our c.ommentary to 

Vil, 6 ) . 

Froc our comparison of these two works it is our opinion that 

1,ai:non ides1 philosophical concepts as found 1n Yesoc.e iia- torah d id. not undergo 

a majo r change in the score of years betv.ee:i t;~:? compos it. io:i of Yesode lia.• 

tora.h and the a:> mpletion of l'.oreh Nebuchim. 

SJnn, 
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