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SOME ASPECTS OF JEWISH Ri:LIGIOUS LIFE IN THE OLD 

SOUTHWEST IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

by Richard E. Dryer 

We have undertaken t o study the r eli~ i ous 11fe of 

Jewish communlttes in the sta tes of Ala bam~, Georgia, M1e

elsa 1pp1 and Tennessee, primarily during t he period 1840-

1860, although extend i ng occasionall y on both e nds . Ya j or 

sources of information were mi nute books of congregations. 

Ot he r valuable sources of information i ncluded contemporary 

period icals and correspondence. 

The congrega tions s tud ied turned out t o be qui te 

varied . There were Orthodox Sephardic, Orthodox Ashk.enaz1c 

and Refor m. There were old est abl ished congregat i ~ns , and 

the r e were those Just then be i ng founded. There were those 

wnich were s e t 1n t hei r ways, and there were t hose in transi

t i on. 

Regarding the indi v idual congregations, a major ef

fort on the pa rt of an insu rgent gr oup to wrest con t rol of 

l-tickva I srael Con~regat l on o:- Savannah, Georgi a. in 1849 and 

t heir e ventual defeat in 1651, was uncovered . We saw here 

how the a ll- powerful osrnas came to yield s ome o~ ~is oower 

upo , the a rr1va l of a tralned pr of'ess1on haza n . 

In Memphis, a commu~lty i n transi t i on f r om Othoddoxy 

t o ,efor m rrom t be moment o f i t s inc&ptioo, we looked int o 
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the case of Jacob J. Peres, who was diacbarged as hazan of 

Congregation Children of Israe l for not properly keeping the 

holy days, and who then proceeded to or~an1ze a rival cong

regation because t he old one wasn't observant enou~h for him! 

ln general, we noted the pattern of development of 

Jewish communities 1n that day. Congregat ions for divine 

worship were nenr the tlrst object of organization or a 

Jewish community. The communities beean with organizations 

concerne d with burial , sick care or edacation, eventually 

b~anched out into general charity, and lastly organ ized for 

worship. The use of t his last mant1oned principle enabled 

us to solve the problem of the date of the founding of the 

Montgomery, Alabama, congregation, which was confused by a 

failure to understand completely the stages of the organiza

t i on of a Jewis h community. 

Congregations almost unanlm?usly used a system of 

fines to keep their members 1n or der. Such fines might be 

employed t o ma lnta1n decoru m at services , attendance at 

meetinES, and also the closing of bus ines ses on the High 

Holy Daya. 
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SOME ASPECTS OF JEWISH RELIGIOUS LIFE IN THE: OLD 

SOUTHWEST IN THE NI NETEENTH CENTURY 

I. SCOPE AND SOURCES 

The Old Southwest i n the nineteenth cent ury , as it 

1s understood i n this thesis , la the area comprising the 

s tates of Alabama, Georg ia, Kiss1ss1pp1 and Tennessee. This 

study will be primarily concerned with Jewish r e lig ious life 

i n these states i n the period 1840 to 1860. However, there 

has been no hesitation to pursue data beyond 1860 when it 

was felt that a s ignificant t rend was beginning to show it

self, and when the addition of l ater material would help to 

sbow ma jor changes 1n the direction in wbtcb Jewish r eli gi ous 

l i fe was flowing. This was done 1n several instances. In 

one instance also, material bearing on the o r iginal estab

lishment and conduct of a congregation was adduced from an 

e i ghteenth cen t u r y document. 

Three maJor sources ba.ve been utilized -- maJor tn 

the same sense that that ~roup of the ancient Hebrew pro

phets bes bee n called maj or, that ts , t hat we have a rela

tively large bulk of t he material. These are the minute 

b ~oka of Congregation Mlckva I srael of Savan~ah, Geor ; 1a , 

Congr egat i on Beth Israel of Macon , Georgia, and t he Congre

gat i on o f t he Children of Israel o f Memphis , Tennessee. 

1 
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In addition to these major sources, much valuable 

1nformat1on bas also been culled from numerous minor sources 

-- again, minor is used here i n the sense tbat 1t is used 

with reference to a group of the ancient Hebrew prophets, 

t bat i s , the bul.k of the data is small , but no less import

ant than the mater.ial found in the major eources. These 

mi nor s ources i nclude some smalle r congregat i onal record 

books, some minute books , some treasurer's books , some 

special anniversary celebrat ion Journal s, and among the 

more useful periodicals, contemporary issues ot The Occi

dent and The Jewish Messenger. 

Other publications utilized wil l be noted ae t he y 

occur 1n the text and 1n footnotes and bibliography. 

Further , another type or source wa s f ound in scattered 

correspondence, some c ontemporaneous and some 1ndicat 1ne; 

the results of l a ter re search, which were f ound 1n the files 

of the American J ewish Archives and 1n the personal collec 

t ion of Dr . Jacob R. Marcus. 



II. THE ORGANIZATION OF JEWISH RELIGIOUS LIFE 

Today, when we think of organized Jewish religious 

life , we naturally begin to think in terms of a congregation 

banded together for r eligious worship aroWld a synagogue, 

a nd almost universal ly that congregation and synagogu e will 

be conducting some manner of a r eligious school for the edu

cation of the chi ldren of the community. Thie is our modern 

conception of a going organized J ewish re l i f i oue group. 

But althous;:h this sort of plan may have been way 

back i n the mind s of the Jewish pioneers in the Old South

west as an eventual and more or l ess long-range goal, t he 

early organization of the Jewish community seldom, if ever , 

was along these lines . 

Usually the impetus for the i n itial organizat~on of 

Jewish r eli~i ous life in a community would come from the 

i l l ness or death of some member of t hat community . rather 

than f rom eny fe lt need f or gathering for r elig ious worship. 

This fac t regarding Jewish reli5ious or ganization , of course 

doe s not preclude t be possibility, or even the probabi lity, 

of J ews gat h~r ing toeet ber on an i nfor mal besis for wo rship 

t ogether, particularl y on the Hi~h Holy Days. Of t he ten 

communities upon whic h thie study i s based , f ive pretty 

definlte l y fall i nto the above described patter n . Of the 

remaining five, there ~s no evidence either way. 

3 
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Tbe Congregation of the Children ot Israel ot llem

pb1s , Tennessee, was founded 1n 1854. In eptte ot cluee t o 

their one-time existence , no minutes have been able to be 

u.ncovered in recent years prior to late 1857 tor th.le cong

regation. Ve are indebted, therefore, to Babette M. Beeker 

f or the story of tbe earlier Jewish communa l lite in Mem

phis, wbicb ebe published 1n cot1Dection with tbe celebration 

of t be c ongregat1orfs seventy-ti.ttb anniversary. She des

cribed the first organization ot Memphis Jewry as follows: 

In 1847, tbe brother of Joseph J. Andrews died . Mr. 
Andrews donated several acres of land to t he Israelites 
of Mempnis for a burial-ground, the property being situ
ated on Base Avenue. This caused his co-relig ionists to 
organize a Hebrew Benevolent Society i n 1850, an organi
zation that bad for its object the dispensation of cbar
ity and the management and control of the new burial 
ground. Benjamin :Emanue l was its president. Now, with 
an i~1t 1al organizat i on and a reason f or congregating, 
the Jews b.eld diTine services t oge t her on tbe high. boli
days.l 

Note the pattern of organ1ut1on , tor 1t le one that 

will be s een to be r epeated again and again 1n the organ1u

t1on• ot new Jewish co:nmunit1ee. A man dies. A proper Jew

ish bur1al gr ound 1s needed and acquired. An organ1zat 1on 

1s tounded to administer the prope r ty for the community. 

That organiza tion ~radually expands it s sphere of interest 

to include general charitable work. The member s of the 

benevolent society beg in to meet together i nfo rmally for 

worship. Eventually the benevolent society 1s metamor -p~.oeed 

lBabette M. Becker, Con~rega t1on Children ot I s rael, 
M.e m his Tennessee 18 -1 2 : A Chronicle or t he Con re 
t1on Memphis: Congregat ion Children of I s rael, 1929 p. 3f. 
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1nto a full-fledged congregation. In Memphis, this metamor-

phoeia which began in 1847 with the death of the brother of 

Joseph J. Andrews, was completed in 18 54 with the granting 

of a cbarter to The Congregation of the Children of Israel 

by the le~islature o f the State of Tennessee, which charter 

is reproduced by Babette Becker in her chronlcle.l 

The Jewish community of Nashvi l le, Tennessee, pre

sents a strik i ngly s i milar pattern of development. For its 

story l et us look at a contemporary letter written by a mem

ber of that community to Isaac Leaser, the famous Philadel

phia religi ous leader. Wrote Isaac Garritson of Nashville: 

It 1e also very grat Lfieing t o me , to be able to in
form you tbat we bave established here last year a Heb
rew Benevolent· Societv (under the name of Magen David 
(Shield of David] ) , have b ou_~ht three 1/4 acres of land 
within~ miles from the city fore Bet Hayym (House of 
Life).~ Our society le at present, very smal l yet, num
ber1~g only five families e.nd about eight young men. 
Just like our strength are also our means, nevertheless, 
we try our beat, not to be behind other cities, number
ins more of our co-rel1 71on1ste than we do, a nd we are 
now about forming a Kehellah (congre84tion). Aa our 
holidays are now a pproachine we are very anxious to have 
a Sefer To rah {Scroll of the Law} and des ire your aid 1n 
procuring one.3 

Note how very closely the development of t he Nash

v i lle Jewish community paralled that of the Memphis communi

ty. First, a benevolent soc iety was given charge o~ a buri

al sround . Next, althoug h Garritson tells Leeeer that "we 

1 Ib1d., p. 5. 
2A euphemism fo r a cemetery . 

3Letter from Isaac Ge.rritson, Nashville, Tenn., to 
lsaac Leeaer, August 8, 1852 (or1e 1nal 1n the Leeser Papers 
of Dropsi a College). 
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are now about forming a 1Cehel1ah," that 1s not 1n reality 

the next step that the Nashville community takes . The next 

real action 1s shown by the following sentence, 1n which 

Garri taon asks Leeaer' e help in procuring a Seter Torah so 

that tbe small communi ty might properly observe the coming 

Higb Holy Daye . Obviously , the only use for a Sefer Torab 

in connection with the holidays could be to read from 1t as 

part or the regular prayer ritual of the day. But tbere was 

still no congregation in Nashville. Isaac Leeser cb.ron1cled 

the development of the Nashville Jewish community for us in 

the pages of The Occident. Undoubtedly on the basis of Mr. 

Garritson's letter to him, which we quoted above, Leeser 

printed 1n an 1852 i ssue of The Occident t hat Nashville had 

five Jewish families and eight single men, that they owned a 

burying ground but have no congregation.l It was not until 

1853 that he printed the news that Coneregation Shield of 

David was organized,2 and still anothe r year later until he 

could write that Congregation Mosen Dov1d wa s i ncorporated, 

although they did not as yet possess a synagogue bu1ld1ng . 3 

In 1857, t he congregation rented a hall for servicee.~ 

Aeatn , 1n tbe history of t he Natchez, M1ss1ss1op1, 

Jewish community, we see the very same pattern of develop-

1Tbe Occident, 1852, vol. 10 , p. 318. 

2 Ibid., 1853. vol. 11. PP· 187, 533. 

3Ibtd., 1854, vol. 12, PP• 525-6. 

4 ~ .. 1857, vol. 15, p. 455. 
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ment, trom bur1al soc1ety t hrough informal meetings for 

prayer to the formal f ounding of a congregation. 

Even before a t emple bad been erected, the Jews of 
Natchez, -- a devout & a determi~ed little band , - - or
ganized themselves into the "Hebrew Kodueha Society," 
Its earliest act1v1t1es date from 1861. In 1872 by an 
act of t he legislature of the state of Miss. the name of 
the Jewish organization wa s changed from 11 Kodusha 11 to 
Congregation B'nal Israe1.l 

The name 11 Hebrew Kolusha Society" makes no sense. 

To borrov a leaf from our friends 1n t he Bible Department, 

t his ls obviously a scribal error, a nd we must emend the 

text to get the true or1g t nal meaning. This first organ1za

t1on c f the Jewish community of Natchez was, ln reality , a 

ijevra Kodusb.a Society -- the name commonly given to a Jewish 

burial society, that organ1zatlon in a community which has 

char ge of the details of burying the Jewi sh dead. A later 

copyist, unfamil iar wlth the wor d "b.evra" , substituted the 

word "Hebrew", wbich he knew, alt hough it made absolutely no 

sense in the context . 

Our quot ation te l ls us th.at "in 1872 b y an act of 

the leE1slat ure o f t he state o f Mlss. t he name o f the Jewish 

ore:an1zlition was changed from 11Kodu s h.a" t o Congregat i on 

l"Natchez, M1ss ., Congrega tion B'na 1 Israel H1sto r1-
ca l Notes" (in the files of the American Jewish Archives). 
Also a mons these his torical notes or Congrega tion B 'na.i 
Israel i s a typewrit t en copy of an a rticle from a Natchez 
news paper of Mar ch 7 , 1897, which states t hat "t he first r e 
corded evidence of a n or ganizat i on dates back t ~ t he yr. 
1843 ." Unfortunately, our documents are too scanty, and we 
do not know what kind of recorded evidence was referred t o , 
nor what kind o f an ors a .1i zation tt was . It is a pparent, 
thou~h, t hat t he organizat i on could not have been a consre
ga~lon , and t hi s doe s move the date of the f oundln~ of t he 
Nat chez Jewish co 'DIDun1t y wit hi n our purview. 
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B'nai Israel." Of course, we can see that this was more 

tnan a mere changing of a name. Thie was the formal grant

log of a cbarter to a newly formed consregat1on, and repre

sented a cbange 1n the character of the Jewish organization 

of Natchez. But so~etbing was left out of this particular 

account that ts, a mention of s ome point between the es-

ta~llshment of the t19vra Kodusba Society 1n 1861 and B'na1 

Israel Congregation in 1872 when the Jews of Natche z came 

together for prayer. I believe that we may make inferences 

regarding the ex istence of meetings for prayer from two ad

ditional items among the "Historical Notes" 1n tbe collec

t ion. Both of these items refer to tbe year 1870, two years 

before tbe formal founding of the congregation. One men

tions the fact that Dr. Isaac M. Wise gave tbe addre s s at 

ceremonies for tbe laying of the cornerstone of the firs t 

temple 1n 1870. The other 1s a typewrit ten copy of a news

paper article from the Natchez Weekly Democrat of October 

26, 1870 , which carries the news that the Israelites of 

Natchez a.a running a f a ir to raise money for the comple

tion of the1r new synagogue butldlng. It i s not too much to 

infer that if the Israelites of Natchez were building a syn

agogue, they were probab~y holding services somehow just 

prior to this endeavor, probably 1n a private home or 1n a 

rented ball. 

Augusta, Georgia, 1s another community that i llus

trates our point, cut i n a s lightly modified fa sh ion. The 

occident tel ls us of the establishment of a Jewish school 1n 
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1845 at Augusta , but makes no mention of a congregat i on.l 

The Jewis h Encyclopedia otters the information that Congre

gation Children or Israel was not founde d in Augusta until 

1850, 2 Which leads us to the conclusion that once more the 

first organization of a Jewish colt.!Ilunity was not that of a 

congregation for community worship, but of an organization 

f or so~e other purpose, i n this case for the purpo~e of t he 

education of the children. 

I believe that Montgomery, Alabama , also fol l owed 

t his pa ttern, but the situation t here 1s hiehly complicated 

by s ~em1ngly conflicting records, documents and opinions re

garding the date of the founding of t hat congregat i on . I 

shall endeavor t o piece together the history of that congr e

gation and to resolve these difficulties in a later chapter . 

For now, let i t suffice to enter the name of Montgomery , 

Alabama , on t he 11st of communitie s creating t heir f i r st or

ganization, not f or public wor ship, but for carin~ for t he 

sick or dead or educating t he i r chi ld ren. The documentation 

will follow. 

lThe Occ ident , 1846, vol. 3, p. 211 . 

2JE, vol. 2, p. 310 . 



III. CONGREGATION MICKVA ISRAEL, SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 

Tbe other congregations 1n this study of Jewish re

lig1ou e life 1n t be Old Southwest had t heir bee 1nn1nes i n 

the middle of the Ntneteenth Century. Congrega tion Mickva 

Israel of Savannah . Georgia, hac i ts bef innings fully a 

century before any of t hem. It was eit her t he second or 

tnlrd Jewis h congregation to be founded 1n the United States 

when it was brought into being by a group consist1 ng for the 

11ost part of S!)8.n1sh-Portuguese Jews in 1733.1 Dr. Jacob R. 

Ma rcus considers that this intt1al group was one of the most 

Sephardic of a ll of the continental colon1es , 2 and so tt is 

not surprising that the y should choose a Sephardic minhag, 

a minhag which the con~rega tion reconfirmed several times 

during the year-s, and \'fh1ch went unchanged until at l east 

1868, despit e a steady i nflux of non-Sephard ic Jews into the 

com mm1ty . 

Regarding the naming of the congre~a tion , Dr. Karcus 

notes t hat a contemporary Jewish chronicler, one of tbe 

clheftal l s , wrote tnat the 1733 congreg~tion cal led 1tselr 

Mikveh Israel, but that he (Dr . Marcus) doubted 1t, feelin~ 

r a t Jer t hat t hat name came late 1~ the eighteenth century 

1Jacob R. Marcus , Early American Jewry, (Philadel
phia: Jewi sh Publica tion Society, 1953) 1 I I, 285r. 

2Marcus, ~- ill·, II , 285 . 

10 
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after the community wae resuscitated, and wae then named in 

honor of the Philadelphia congregation where some Georgia 

exiles of tbe Revolution bad a s sembled for woreb1p.l I &m 

afraid that I mus t disagree with the opinion of my respected 

professor, for not ofily do we have the statement of Mr. 

Sheftall, but there 1s also thi s statement from the by-laws 

of the resuscitated congregation, found in the minutes of 

t he ccngrege.tion and dated July 25, 1791: 

Rule 1. That this Congr~ga t1on be cont1nued2 by the 
former name of M1ckva Israel' and that the mode of wor
ship be according to the Pourtuguese Minhauge and t bat 
all offerings shall be made in Hebrew & that the money 
so offered shall be nominated i n the name of the coin as 
named in t he St a te. 

It 1s apparent t hat in 1791, those who were drawing 

up t he new rules for the cont inuat ion of the congregat i on 

were aware that 1ts name had previously been Mickva Israel . 

But let us move on to Mickva Israel Congr ega tion as 

1t e xi sted in tbe mid-ni neteenth century. Being, by na ture, 

a Sephar d i c congr~~at i on, Mickva Israel was composed struc

turally along Sephardic l ine s . The head of t hs congregation 

was called the parnas, and he was e l e cted annually for a 

one-year term of off1ce by the congregation. Tbe parnas 

would pre s 1de at all meetings and would keep order at meet-

1ngs and at aerv1ce s. He could dis pense charity from t he 

1Ma.rcus, Q.!2.· ill·, II, 286. 

2Italics mine. 

3rhis i s tbe spell1ng of the name of the congrega
tion universally found 1n the minutes examined, end there
f ore the epell1nF used 1n t his paper . 
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congresational funds without further authorization up tc· the 

sum of five dollars. He could call a meeting of tbe AdJuntal 

when be deemed 1t necessary; he bad to call a meeting of the 

AdJunta whenever two of tbem requested one, and a meeting of 

the congreeation when a majority ot the members requested 

one. The parnaa dispensed the various honors in the congre

gation. For example, he would choose the Hatan Torah and 

the Hatan Bereshith2 from among the ~id-up members of the 

congregat ion. According t o the rules of t he congregation, 

t hose men chosen would be obliged to notify the parnas of 

their acceptance of tbe honor within twenty-four bours. If 

they failed to a ccept, they were subject t o a fine of two 

dollars, and tbe parnas would proceed t o fill tbe vanancy.3 

Fines were a favorite means of insuring proper be

havi or at congregetional meetings and wor-hip services , as 

well as full participation 1n con~r efational activities on 

the part of t he members , at least so t he rules would indi 

cate. It one wa s e lected t o office and refused t o accept 

the offlce, he was fined a sum of money, which sum varied 

with the of f ice. One elected parnae or a member of the Ad

Junta was sub ject t o a f ine of two dollars if he refused 

the off ice , while one elected gabbai (treasurer) could be 

lSephard ic equivalent of a Board of Trustees. 

211en who would be cal led up t o tbe Torah for the 
clos ing verses of Deuteronomy and t he opening verses of 
Genes ts respectively on t be hol iday of Simcbas Torah. 

3Mtnutea of Congregation Mickva Israel, Savannah, 
Geor eta, Aue , 21, 1848 ( i n the American Jewish Archtves). 
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fined five dollars. However, tbe congregat1:m could excuse 

such a person from t he fine if it wished. If one accepted a 

posit ion and then neglected it, be could be fined up to 

twenty dollars by a two-thirds vote of tbe congrege tion, or 

even be expelled from membership. Similarly, one wbo vio

lated tb.e decorum at Services, or who wore improper clotb1n~ 

there, was to be summoned by the parnas to appear before the 

AdJunta, which could reprimand him, fine him up to ten dol

lars, or e xpel him from the congregation . l 

There was no equivalent o f a vice-president 1n this 

cong~egat1on. The gabbai was a sort of combi natton of a 

vice-president and treasurer. H1s most important duties 

were connected with handling the finances of t he congrega

tion . It was his duty to kee~ the f1nanc1~1 account books 

of the coneregetion 1n English . He hsd to collect dues , 

finee a n1 donations wit hin a mont h of their coming due. He 

had t o balance the congrega tional books annua lly, re 9~rt on 

finances at the annual General Meeting o~ the congregation , 

show his books upon r eques t at any time, and band over his 

a c r•ounts 1n good orde r t o h1s successor . It wae soecifi

cally forbidden to glve money in the sanctuary, anyone w1sh-

1nE to ma~e ~ny sort of a dona t1on being asked to send it to 

the gabba1 . But the gabba1 was next 1n line t o the parnas 

as chief officer· of the congreg,,t 1on, and it was he who t ook 

over bis duties when t he parnas was absent.2 
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The secretary was the only other officer of the 

congregation. It was hie Job merely to take the minutes, 

transcribe them in Eng lish, and hand them over to h1e suc

cessor . He was not 1n the line of succession as chief offi

cer of the cougregation . I f both the oarnaa and the gabbai 

were absent, then the Ad Junta would choose anyone from t heir 

nu~ber to preeide.l 

Regarding membership in the congre~ation, the by

laws state that one must be a Jewish male, twenty-one years 

old or over, and resident for at least six months in Chatham 

County prior to maki ne a pplication. Application i s made by 

letter to t he oarnas, who lays t he a pplication before the 

AdJunta a t t heir next meeting or at t he annual General Meet 

i ng o f the c on~regation. I f the a pplicant then received a 

majority of affirmative votes, he was a dmi t ted t o t~e cong

r eftat i on a !' te r he signed t he rules and paid a five dollar 

fee . However, t he AdJu.nta was no t obligated t o accept 

everyone simply because he met the above enumerated re 

quirement s . It could , and d i d, r e Ject several anpltcants 

without any r eason being stated i n the minutes. It ts pos

sib le that t heir reasons mig ht have been matters of public 

not oriety at the t l me, but it is just a s possible t hat this 

mi g ht have been a case of simpl e autocratic action. 2 

The administrators of Mickva Israel Congr egation 

were strict lega11st s . The rules o f t he c ongregation were 
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the law, and tbey bad to be applied strictly and without fa

v or to all . The r esults of t his strict interpretation of 

the congregat i onal law at times became f antast ic. Witness 

this occurs.nee recorded in the minutes of the annual General 

Meeting of t he C~ngregat1on of January 2, 1854: 

At a n annual meeting of the Congregation held at the 
Synagogue ••• the following persons were not allowed 
to vote they having forfeited t heir membership 1n fail
ing to pay tbetr dues for one year ••• M. Sbeftall, 
Solo~on Sheftall, A. Abrab&msj s. Morris, A. Epstein, 
Levy s. Hart , Waring P~otl (? . M. Lowenthal not being 
a seatboljer though having paid his a nnual dues was not 
entitled t ~ vote. 

What ma~ea the a bove seemingl y ordinar y apolicatioo 

of everyday rules worthy of more than passing notation , ts 

that the men be ine disciplined were not just ordinary po~r 

members of the c ongregs. t i 0n. M (ordecai] Sheftal l was parnas 

of the congregat i on in 1549- 50 : it wa s he who had the honor 

of throwing open the doors at the dedication of t he new syn

agogue building ln 1541. Solomon Sheftall was also a former 

parnas of the con~re ·ation , serving in 1850-i . Levy s. Hart 

was on the Ad1unta i n 1849 and was secretary of the c0n~re

gation i n 1850. There i s more t o his stmole application of 

t he rules tha n meets the eye . 

The minutes are very circumspect. They list bare 

facts. The rea der must draw the c onclus1o~s hi mself. And 

the conclusion that t h ~s reader c ome2 to i s tha t durin~ this 

period Congreeation M1ckva Israel was i nvolved in one of the 

bitterest internal wrangles that has beset an y congregation, 

and we fur t her c onclude t hat slnce there appear no s1~ns of 
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issues or of policy changes, that the strug~les were due to 

personality clashes, and/or struggles for power within the 

congregat ion. 

Table l shows the officers of the congregation f rom 

1840 t o 1860 . By the use or ditto marks to show continua-

t 1ons in office, this t able may also serve as a graph demon

strating periods of cal.m and strife within t he cong regation. 

Areas of large white spaces i n the chart denote peace a nd 

calm within the congregation , while the area s black with the 

print of constant changes i n the names of the officers of 

t he c on5regation point out t he t1me of gr eatest strife. As 

can be s een from the chart. t hi s period of bitter st M.1J3tle 

wes i n the years 1848 to 1851, Then, what amounted to an 

inaurgent gr oup attempt ed t o break into the ruling clique. 

They succeded 1n gaining power and holdin~ i t for t wo years, 

and then the reins of leadership passed once more to t he old 

clique , who held them for at least another decade. 

Not e that Isaac Cohen, Levy Hart, and Jacob OeLa Mot

ta held the offices of parnas, gabbai, and secretary, re

s pectively , for an uninterrupted period between 1840 a nd 

1847. Sol. Cohen held a pos i t ion o r. the AdJunta wit h them 

from 1841 to l o47, and in 1848 became gabba1 wit h I saac 

Cohen still parnas . In 1548, Levy Hart was on t he AdJunta, 

at111 in an Isaac Cohen admini strat1on. P.M. Rus sell, a new 

name appears among the members of the AdJunta. He mar ~e tbe 

beg1nn tne of the 1nf1ltrat1on of tbe insurgent ~roup . In 

l o49 a very odd thinF hannens. New names a9near hola1ng 
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O~~GU, 1640-1860 

I:!R.lZ:.. SAV.urJfAK. 

I 

y...- I f.11'11118 Sllbb&' Se• t'et &rJ 
l I 

I I-• """"" ! 

1640 Le~ ftlr-t ! De La acot\a She 

I 
1641 I " • 

l 
• 

1642 • • 

1s., • .. i .. 

184-l • .. .. 
1645 .. .. 
1846 ti • • 

1847 " • .. So 
I I 

I • 
1848 .. s,,1 . Co'-D • A • ,. . Solo:r.on• 

1&49 
I I p. i e Kord. Sbe1'tall v. Ban:t• r d K. Ru.■H ll 
I I Sa 

18,0 s. Sbeftal l "· Barae U lATJ s. Hart So 

1651 De Le t'..otta 8ol. Cob.•11 A, A. Soloa-,ne I ~ 

1 !35' .. " • 

18 54 .. A. A. lol~on• s. Coben 

1855 .. A. Rlnla ! • 
: 

16~6 Sol. Oooen • I " 
1857 • " .. 
1858 .. " .. 
18 59 • • • 

1560 .. " .. 
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TABLE 1 - Continued 

AdJunta 

She:t . Sheftall, D. Levin, Isaac D. Lyon, M. Sheftall 

II Octav. Cohen, " Sol. Cohen 

II II II " 

" " Judah Isaacs, " 
II II It " 
II II II II 

" II " " 
Sol. Sheftall, " A. A. Solomons, " 

II II Levy Hart, P. M. Russell 

Isaac Cohen,a w. Barnett, " a w. Russell 
Sam Goldsm1tb, Levy s. Hart 

Sol. Shaftall, c. E. Byck, P. M. Russe l l, " 

I saac Cohen, s. Cohen, L. Solomons, A. Einstein 

" M. s. Cohen, II " 
" II s . Berg, II 

" Sol. Cohen, ti ,, 

" De La Motta, 
,, II 

II A, A • Solomons, " II 

" .. .. " 
It II II ,, 

II " ti ti 

&Res i gned very shortly after election . 
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every one ot the the major off ices ot the congregation. Not 

only t b1a , but the only two men who bad been part of a pre

vious adm1n1stration who were e1ected to the AdJunta this 

year, Isaac Cohen and Levy Hart, resigned almost 1mmediately 

after t heir election! In the 1850 election, the same men 

made u~ the adm1nistration, although they eh1tted aome of 

the positions around. In 1851, the "old guard" returned to 

power, and remained in. In 1851 it was voted to change the 

date of the Annual General :Meeting of the congregation from 

August to Januai-y, with the result that there was no elec

tion held 1n 1852, and the officers elected 1n August of 

1851 remained in office for a year and a half. It strikes 

me that it is not impossible tbat when the "old guar d" 

found that they bad reea1ned enough support to win this 

election, they wanted to postpone another election for a 

11ttle longer i n order to bave more time to regain addi

tional strength . 

So far we nave tried t o prove our case merel y by 

refe rence t he election r ecords of the congregetion. What 

else do t he minutes contain that would shed light on t his 

matter? On September 20, 1849. shortly after the annual 

General Meeting at which t he insurpent s were elected, the 

AdJunta met and a sked Levy Hart if he would be Reader for 

the c~ng regation for the next twelve months. Hart wa s one 

of the ''other side" and he shared his conflicting tbou8hts 

with t he Ad Junta in his r eply. Be did not really wa nt to 

t ake t he job, but he felt t hat if be declined t he synagogue 
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m1gbt bave t o close permanently and "our children grope in 

darkness. Should I accept, 1t may be the means of perman

ently opening the bu i lding, and in t hat way , allay all reel

i ng , unite all interes ts, and bring together ~ur now divided 

peoole. With the ardent hope that I may be the i nst t'ument 

of uniting all interests and classes into one brotherhood, 

induces me to accept the call made. " (Italics mine.) 

The minutes of November 17 , 1849, s how that Mr. Hart 

was n ot successful tn his wisb. Again, all t hat the c ircum

spect minutes r e cord is t he seemin81Y odd fact that the sen

ator from Chatham County bad introduced a btl l in the Geor

g i a l e gislatur e to incorpor a t e t he Trust ees of t he Permanent 

Fund of t he cong regat ion , a fund which had been set up a 

l i ttle over a year pr evious, whose monies coul d only be used 

to hire a bazan for t he congr egation, and whose t rustees , 

once ~lect ed by the cong rega tion, would be se lf-per petuating. 

The Ad Junta passe4 resolutions saying that t his bil l was 

drawn up wit hout the per mi ssion or aut ho rization of the con

T~egat ion, that t hey see no need for it, that t he congrega

tion ' s charter is protection enou~h for the funds, and t ha t 

t he y pr ot est the passage of t his bil: . The tnsurgents were 

successful i n defeating the separate 1ncor-porat1on of t his 

f und of the cone re_at i on . A l ook a t t he names of t he self

perpetuat1ng trustees o f the fund 1s enoueh to e xpl ain t he 

r eason for this curious act1on : Jacob De La Motta, Levy 

Ha.rt, and Octavl.us Cohen -- t he "old gua rd". 
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Tbere were t hose who recoenized tbat bringing tbe 

congregational troubles into the public arena was a dan

gerous thing . At the next annual General Meeting after the 

fiasco 1n the legisl.atu re, P . i-1 . Russe l l off'ered the follow

ing resolution: 

There ie at present ex1ating among the members of' 
th1s Congregation a feeling calculated t o inJure tbe 
standing of' t his Congrega t ion in the eyes or t he public, 
and for tbe pur pose of reconciling matters and bringing 
allout a friendly f'eeling, resolved tbat a committee be 
appointed by the Pa rnas with a view to arrange i f possi
ble the existing diffi cul ties or misunderstandings.l 

This r esolution wa s discussed, but at least accord

ing to t he mi nutes, never brought to a vote . And, at that 

ea~E meet ing, the i nsurgent s were returned to office f or 

a not her year. 

Now let us proceed to the stor y behind the refusal 

to a l low Levy s. Hart and his friends t o vote in the elec

t i on of' January 2, 1854. The minutes s how t hat t he insur

gent gr oup was victorious i n the elections of 1849 and 1850. 

We may assume, therefore , that Levy s. Hart a nd his f'~ienda 

had their dues paid up in order to vote in t he e l ection ot 

August 18 , 1851. At t hi s election , however, the minutes 

tell us that the "old guard " came back into power. One of 

the first t hings that t he "old guard " admin i s trat i on did was 

to pass e resolut i on a t thi s very same annua l General Meet

ing proposing a change i n the rules of the c ongregat ion s o 

tbs.t membersb1p 1n tbe c ong regation woul d be l ost by the 

libid . , A~us t 19, 18 50 . 
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ta1lure to pay duea tor one year . Under the existing rules 

of t be congregat 1on, c ban.gee 1n t be rules must be proposed 

at one annual General Heet1ng, and then la1d o't'8r to the 

next such meeting tor a vote. The next such meeting was 

held on January 5, 1852, but no election was bald at tbat 

time for reasons already exolained 1n this paper. However, 

th1s new rule was passed then. In August 1852, Levy s. 
Hart' e dues would have come due. Although there ie no docu

mentation tor the epec1f1c occurrences, I believe it proba

ble that in August 1852. Levy s. Hart was et111 smarting at 

the defeat of b1s group at tbe last election, and eince 

there was no election coming up, refused to give the "old 

guard" the satisfact1on of hav1ng him oay his dues to them . 

There is no record of anyone not being permitted to vote at 

the election held on January 3, 1853. I submit t ha t this 

wae probably due to the fact that that date was two days 

short of being one full year after tbe passage of the new 

rule, and that the new rule c ould therefore not be applied 

at that time. In August 1853 , Levy s. Hart was sus1>ended 

from membership for DQn-payment of dues.1 Be a pparently was 

not troubled by this at the time, but in December 1853, wit h 

new elect1ons coming up the tollowtng month, he wanted to 

vote, and offered t o pay up his back dues. The AdJunta, 

sticking very strictl y to the rul es, i n formed h1~ that they 

were not able to do this under the rules of the congregation. 2 
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And so we find that in the elections ot January 2, 1854, 

Levy s. Bart and other members of the insur~ent ~roup were 

not allowed to vote, "having forfeited their membership 1n 

tailing to pay their dues tor one year. " On Kay 14, 1854, 

Levy s. Hart wrote another letter to the AdJunta, asking 

t~r reinstatement as a member. Once again, the Adjunta 

turn e h1;n down, 11under the rules. " On August 1 7, 1854, Bart 

asks for a reconsideration of hie case. Apparently the Ad

Junta feels that Hart has been sutrtciently punished by now 

tor hls defection, and they reinstate him to membership. 

Although we know trom the minutes of election meet

tn~s that the Messrs. M. and Solomon Sheftall were also part 

of the i nsurgent group, and from the minutes of January 2, 

1854, tb&t they presented themael ves to vote at that time 

but were not permitted to do eo, only Levy s. Hart 1e men

tioned 1~ the minutes ae a ppealing so many times to the Ad

Junta f or reinstateMent, and as finally being accepted . 

So it would seem that Jewish reli~lous life 1n Sa

vannah, Georgia, in the nineteenth century was pretty stormy. 

But it was not always like this. Let us l ook in upon more 

happy occasions. Let us examine the dedication of tbe new 

synagogue building. The new synagogue build1ng had been 

completed some time in 1840, but 1t was not formally dedica

ted until February 24, 1841, t he delay be1ng caused by d1f1-

culty i n getting a oroper person t o come to Savannah t o do 

t be dedicating. On August 17, 1840, the parnae reported to 

t be annual General Meet1.ng that ''t he new Synagogue bas not 
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yet been consecrated, we vatted with the hope that Mr. Poz

nanak1 oou1d bave made it convenient to have come up owing 

to our applioat1on to b1m some tlme a1nce for that purpose." 

Wbo vaa th1a Mr. Poznanak1, and why dicln 't be go to 

Savannah for the oonaecration? We believe that we can ans

wer these quest1ona, altboU{lh tbe M1ckva Israel minutes give 

no further information. Dr. Jacob R. Marcus wrote the fol

low1ng about Obarleaton, South oarol1na: "The Savannah Jews 

were always travel1ng to the Carolina cap1tal. It was tb.eir 

metropolis, the bus1ness, social, and religious center or 

the hinterland 1n which they lived. 111 Concerning the vie1te 

of Sheftall Sheftall to Charleston in the late eignteenth 

century, Dr. Marcus wrote that "when tn town, he boarded 

wit h t be Mottae. 112 The Occident tells us that Dr. Jacob De 

La Motta moved from Charleston, Soutb Carolina, to Savannah 

some years after the close of the War of 1812, and became 

act1va 1n the congregation tbere . 3 We may Jud~e from this 

that when De La Motta moved to Savannah, he certainly did 

not fail to keep i n touch wlth his friends and aeaociates in 

Charleston . He must therefore have known, or known of, the 

hazan of the Charleston cone:r egation, Revd. Mr. PoznanskL 

Wbat he did not at the ttme of tb.e invitation, I am sure, 

know, was that Revd. M.r. Poznaneki had decided Retom lean-

1Marcus, 21!· ill·, II, 371. 
2 Ib1d. 

3The Occident, 1845, vol. 3, p. 358 . 
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1.ngs, a,ltllough Poznaneki did not publicly reveal his atfio1-

ty for Ret'orm until July 26, 1840, or atter the time when be 

must bave received the invitation from Mickva Israel Congre

gation.1 Ae tor the reason why Poznanek1 did not come to 

Savannah tor the dedication, I believe that the answer 1e 

the very e1mple one tbat he, as a Polish immigrant, did not 

consider himself well enough qualified as an English speaker! 

The same sort of problem arose for him 1n hie own Congre~a

tion Beth Elohim in Charleston, when he was asked by his own 

Board to deliver an English address at the consecration of 

tlleir new synagogue. Poznansk1 then told his own Board that 

"be is exceedingly anxio~s to have a qual1f1ed Enel1sh lec

turer for the service to sbare his duties; that one person 

cannot do Justice to both Hebrew and English. "2 

But M1ckva Israel Congrega tion would not be put off 

indefinitely, and on February 24, 1841, they did bave t he 

consecration of t he ir new synagogue - - without Mr. Poznanski, 

The buil ding committee reported t hat having obtained 
t he services of the Rev. Isaac Leeser, Hazan of the Con~
regat ion Mikva Israel at Philadelnhia (who was on a visit 
to this city) t o officiate in t he c~secration of the 
Synagogue completed some few years since, that 1nterest-

1Minutes o f ConJ reeat1on Beth Elohi~ , Cha rlesto~, 
south Carolina, July 26, 1840 (in the American Jewish Ar
c hives). See also , R1chard E. Dryer, "The culture, Prac
tices and Ideals of an Early Nineteenth Century Southern Ac
culturated Congregation as Re flec ted i n the Minutes of Cons 
regat1on Beth Elohim of Charleston, Sout h Carolina, 1838 -
184211 (unpublished paper 1n t he files of the American Jewish 
Archives), p. 7. 

2Mtnutes of Congregat ion Beth Elohim, Cha r les ton , 
Sout h Carolina, Nov. 29, 1840 . See also , Dryer, 21?· cit., 
p . 4f. 
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1ng ceremony took place on Wednesday t he 3 Adar 5601, 
corresponding with the 24th February 1841, in the pres
ence o r a large number of persona of both Sexea and of 
di:t'terent denominations, and also of our own congrega
tion. Rev. Isaac Leeser proceeded followed by Levy Hart 
and Isaac DLyon carry ing under a white silk canony 
(which was borne by four of the younger members) the two 
Seoharim, the Parnae, Secretary and congregation !)resent 
following also in rotat ion, the procession arriving at 
the door it was thrown ooen by Mordecai Sheftall Senior, 
•• • and several of the Psalms of David cbanted, the 
Tamid being fi rst lit by Solomon Cohen Esq . , t he whole 
ceremony being under the direction ot J. De La Motta Jun 
of the building committee. The ceremony concluded by a 
suitable impressive ••• discourse nronounced by the 
Rev. Mr. Leeeer , the committee as well af t he audience 
being highly gratified with the address. 

What of the ritual practices of M1ckva Israe l Cong

regation1 We bave already mentioned that it was Sephardic 

Orthodox from its inception, and so 1t cont inued tbrough t he 

period under study, although shortly after, on February 4, 

1868 , a discussion on Reform besan.2 Two o f the ritual ob

jects used by the congregat ion were ment1oned 1n the above 

deacr1ptlon of t he consecrat1on ceremony of their oew syna

gogue -- Sephar1m, Hebrew scrolls contaln1ng the Pentateuch, 

which were read as oart of the worsh1o service on Sabbaths, 

f est1vals, Mondays and Thursdays; and a Tamid, the Eternal 

L1ght. One of the rul es drafted fo r the government of the 

Shamas was that " be shall light the lamps a nd pay particular 

attention to the Tameed, so that the same may be kept con

tl.nually burnln~. 113 Th~ gl obe of the Tamld t !1a t wa s 11t b y 

1Mt nutes of Congrep;ation Mlckva Israel, Savannah, 
Georgia. August 16, 1841. 

2Ib1d ., February 4, 1868 . 

3 Ib1d., Anr11 10, 18 53 . 
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Solomon Cohan Esq . , was purcbased in New Yo~k by Jacob De La 

Motta around August 1840.l It was replaced in 1852 by a 

"beautiful Tamed of plate a nd stained glass" presented to 

the congregation by a Mrs. Grace Abendanone of New York. 

The AdJunta wae truly thrilled by this gift, and their reply 

of tbanks to Mrs. Abendanone caste light on another ae"08ct 

of t he c ongregation's ritual practice : "Resolved that t he 

Parnas do address a lette r to Mrs . Abendanone assuring her 

how h1ghly the AdJrmta a ppreciated her munificent gift and 

that a front seat in the ladles ~allery will be purchased 

for her when she will favor us wit h her presence in the Syn

agogue ."2 Separate seating was enforced in this congrega

tion, althoueh t his uractice was not wit hout its difficul

ties . In t be mioutes of June 19, 18 53, "it being f ound that 

all of the seats ln t he Ge.llery had been disposed of it was 

moved and carried that t he Pa.mas have c ~..a1rs placed between 

t he benches when there may be suffic i ent space." At the 

same meeti.ng, it was "re solved tbat the Parnas do make ar

range ment for ventilating the l adies gallery t n t he Syna

gogue immediately. 11 If the lad les were uncomfortabl e then , 

wait unt 11 they stuffed more cbairs between the benches! 

At any rate, not t o be outdone by Mrs. Abendanone, 

at t he same meeting when her Tamid wa s presented t o the 

c ~ngregat1on (June 13, 1852 ), Parnas Jacob De La Motta pre

sented t he congregation with a silver pointer f o r use in the 

libid ., August 17, 1840 . 

2 rbid •• June 13, 1852. Italics mine. 
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reading of the Torah. The Ad,lunta "resolved that tbe beau

tiful present of a silver pointer to tbe congregation be ac

cepted .•• and that his name be engraved on the pointer at 

tbe exnense of the congre~ation . " 

Sephartm require mantles, and the pro1)er coverings 

f o r t he Seohar1m of M1ckva Israel Congregation were provided 

by the gift of two lad1ee o~ t be c ?ngregation, the Misses R. 

DLyons and P. Shefta ll.1 

Candlesticks were needed, snd these were purchased 

for the c ongregation by Jacob De La Motta on his trip t o New 

York around August 1840.2 At t he same time, be tried to 

procure proper paper for t he lintn.g of the ahal ,3 but was 

unsuccess ful in his effort s. 

The c on gregation owned 1ts own s hofar, one havi ng 

been purc hased for 1t by Parnas Jacob De La Mot ta while on 

a nother trio t ? New Yor k in 1852 , and c ost1n~ e i ght dol lars. 4 

I n the ort hodox tradition , weddings were conducted 

under a s pecial canopy . Re -pa irs t o M1ckva Israel's " Hooparr" 

cost it J7. 50 1n 1854.5 

There t s no record t o show t hat t he current pract i ce 

of lis ting na mes of dece~sed me~bers on a Memorial Tablet in 

libid ., August 15, 1842 . 
2 rb i d ., Aueust 17 , 1840 . 

3Ark, where the Torah is kent. 

4>.iinutes of Cong~e~ation Mi c kVa Isra e l , Savannah , 
Ge? r gia, November 5, 1852 . 

5rb1d., January 1 . 185~ -
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t he synagogue was practiced as a normal t hing 1n this cong

regation i n t he nineteenth century. Upon the deaths of 

three very important men, special individual memorial tab

lets were put up i n the synagogue, wh1cb leads me to the be

lief tbat there wa s no such normal pr ocedure for ord1nary 

members of tbe congregat i on . When death claimed Sheftall 

Sheftal l i n 1847, Judah Touro in 1854, and Jacob De Le. Motta 

i n 1857, the AdJunta voted to place tablets of marble , w1th 

proper inecriptions, 1n the synagogue as a memor ial, and to 

have a n 11Escobah111 sa i d 1n the synagogue for tnem on every 

Sabbath during the year of mourning and on Yom Kinpur. 2 

Burial of tbe dead also was attended to according to 

orthodox custom. The congregation e ither had, or looked 

forward to having, a 11Mataw house 11 1n 1.ts cemetar y. Such a 

place 1s a building 1n a c emeta ry where the body 1s orepared 

for burial - - washed , anno1nted , wrapped in cloth and k1ttel. 

Anot her of the rules governing the duties of tbe Shamas was 

that: 

The Sha.mas eball have tbe exclusive c na r ~e of the 
Beth- Hyem or burial gr ound of the Congregation, keep the 
same free from weeds , attend a l l funera ls of deceased 
members of the ConEret a t i on, and s ee that graves are on
ly dug 1n sucb parts of the burial ground as shal l be 
designated by the Parnas. The Shamas shall have char~e 
of all of the articles necessary f or washing and shall 
have cha r ge of the M.at aw bouse a s s oon a e one 1s erected . 3 

1A me morial prayer f or t he deed, the Sepnard1c 
equivalent of t he El Mole Rabamim. 

2M1nutes of C~n~re~at l on M1ckva Israel , Savannah, 
Georsia , Augus t 16 , 1a4 7 , Apr11 4, 1854, January 16 , 1857. 

3.I!?..!.,g_., Apri l 10 , 18 53 , 
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But "tbe rul es" sometimes createa p roblems. On Feb

r uary 2, 1850, Solomon Cohen came before t he Parnaa and Ad

junt as and, as 1s tbe normal custom, requested permission to 

bury Mr . T, Minis in t he Hebrew Cemetar y . However, p&rm1e

s1on wae denied on the grounds that Mr. M1n1s "was not cir

cu.moized and theref'ore not ent 1tlei to b•1r1al 1n the ceme-

-': ary of t he Hebrew Cong r esat ion. 11 But 1t was a 3r eed t o pre

s ent t he problem to t he Congregat ion after services that 

evening, at which t1me the Congre8at1on voted permission for 

the burtal to take place. This s ee~s to have been an odd 

s ituation, and an even odder solution t o what shoul d have 

been a s i mple halac h1c p roblem. In a ques t i on of l aw like 

tn1s, 1t does not seem that the Congregat ion eho,1l d come up 

with a diffe r ent answer than it s Ad Junta . Perhans t his vas 

Just another ram~ticat t on of tbe power st ru~gle within t he 

congregati on . Tbe insurgents were 1:1 power 1n 1850; Solomon 

C~hen and t he Minis family were o:' t he 11old guard'. (They 

served t oget he r t o the sa~e adm~n1strat1on f r 0m 1855 throu~h 

the end of th1 s study. See Teble l.) Th1s could have been 

a rat her bizarre touch of meannes s 0n the oart o f the i nsur

gent adm1n1etra t1on . 

Anot her t hing t bat an orthodox communit y needs 1e 

Ko s her food. And , ln orde r to have Kosher f 1od , theT must 

have 6 shochet, o r J ewish ritual slau. ht ere r. Shocht 1m came 

and went 1n rapid success10n to and from Mt ckva Israel Con~

r•e ;::-at ton. The f luotuat i ng salaries paid to t hem could he.rd

ly be exoected to encourage per manent set t l ement. It was on 
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August 21, 1848, that the Congregat ion first resolved to get 

t hemselves a shochet. Not that they didn't want one before ; 

1t was probably that 1t was at t his time that they felt that 

they could afford one. At any rate, at this a nnual General 

Meeting tbey resolved to "endeavor to obta1.n a suitable yer

son to officiate aa Shochet at a salary of $200." In Novem

ber o f that year they found someone, and L. Goldman was 

hired at that rate. We don't know what happened to Mr. 

Goldman, but i n August 18 50 the Congregation wae looking for 

another man to hire at $100 a year. They found one, a Mr. 

A. Simpson. In January 1552 the annual General Meeting de

cided that they would like to have a Shamas in addition to 

a Shochet, or at least have someone fulfil the duties of a 

sbJ::lmaP, and eo tbey decided that t be current ter m of the 

shocbet expired i n t he Fall, they would h i re someone t o han

dle the combined Jobs of sbochet and s hamas at a salary of 

1400 a year . In August of t hat year, out o f two a pplicants, 

Mr. Lewis Hershberg of New Yor k was hired to beg i n work in 

October. In the meantime, t he ol d s hochet. Mr. Simpson, bad 

had a fire i n hi s e s tablishment and was burned out. The Ad

Junta decided to pay him his final quarter' s salary anyway . 

When Mr. Hershberg wae hi r ed, 1t was with the orov1so that 

tie agree to abide by the congrege ti.on ' e rules governl..1~ the 

shamas and shochet . However, a t t he t1m~ the c~nere~at1on 

didn ' t have any rules governing the shamas an• sboc het . In 

Febr uary 1853 they proceeded to formulate some. ~e w111 

come back t o thes e rules later. However , when these new 
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rules were laid jown and presented to Mr. He rshberg , be de

clined to be bound by tbem. Eventually be ag r eed, but he 

d td not last long with the congrega ion after that, being 

a sked 1n September of that same year if he could tint a suc

cessor for himself . In October, a Mr. Hersh i s elected, but 

b e resi gned only two months later. At t hat time, s . Stern

heimer is elected. Apparently he did well his first year, 

because 1n February 1855 bis salary wa s increas ed to e480 a 

year plus 5% of ail collections that he made. Alas , t here 

1s no a ccount tn~ f or tbe vagaries of a congregation wttb i ts 

servants. Only fou r montbs later they cut the salary of the 

office of shams.a to $50, and that of sboc bet to 6200 . With-

i n a year, s. Sternhe i mer lef't for greener pestureB, The 

two offices were then split , with a Mr. Zacharia tak1ng over 

as shochet at $250 a year 1n November 1856, and a Mr. M111-

hausen takt n~ over as s ba~a s at i l50 a year- olus 5% of hts 

co l lections 1n December 1856. In November 1558 , Mr . Zac ha

ria was r e-elected a s shochet . The r e ts no ment i on of Mr . 

Mt _lh.ausen, but apparent ly he was st ill serving as sha mas , 

because t here was no mention of a auccessor, and 1~ Janua ry 

1859, the Congregation a t its annual General Meeting voted 

t o charge anyone getting married 1n t he Synago~ue five dol

lars, llillt ~o tns to t he shamas and half go1ng to the congre

gation, and to allow the shamas t o char ge two dollar s for 

his services to 1ndlv1dual fam111es. 

Some of the dut ies of the shamas and shochet 1n this 

c ongreea t1on have already been alluded to 1n this paper. 
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Amon~ the other rules laid down for these off1ces by the 

committee appointed on February 27, 1853 . and which reported 

back on April 10th, are the fo l lowing: 

It shall be the duty of the Sbochet to k111 small 
meats and Beef every day ~n the week Saturdays and Holy
days excepted -- when practicable, and he shall use 
every exertion for that purpose . so that Koshe r Meats 
may be provided for the Congregation . he shall al so kill 
such Poult ~y as may be sent to him between such hours as 
he may designate. 

The Shochet and Shamas shall attend t o and obey all 
directions given to him by t h~ Parnas, or in hi s absence 
the Treasurer or a ct ing Pa rnas , end for a violation of 
or non- performance of any of these rules, or orders 
given t o him by the Parnas, or in his absence t he act i ng 
Parnas. he shall be r eported by tbs Parnas t o t he Ad
j unta, who may f ine, suspend , o r e xue l sa id Shoc het & 
Shamas as may be deemed Just and proper, and t he Parnas 
shall have t he power of suspend ing aald Shochet & Shamas 
or e1t ber of tnem for a.ny viola tion of these rules unt i l 
the act i on of the Ad Junta is had. 

It shall be the duty of the Shamas to have t he Syna
gogue ke pt clean and atte~d a nd open t he same for publi c 
worship dur l ng the Sabbat h a ; d hol y days and on the eve 
of those days and also t o open t he Syna~ogue and attend 
on such ~t her days o r nights as the Hazan or Parnas ma y 
direct . 

On June 25th of the year 1855 , the rules were amen

~ed to provide that : 

The two offices may or may not be un1ted as the Ad
Junta sha ll determine. 

The Shochet shall be at home eve ry day from 9 to 10 
A.M . to kill poultry. 

The salary of t he Shamas shall be fif t y dollars per 
annum and he shall be furni s hed a man to light a nd ex
t ingui sh t he gas whenever the Synagogue i s open at night 
and to sweep out . dust and scour the buil d ing , the 
sweepi ng t o be super intended by the Shamas . The Shamas 
shall attend t he Syna gogue whenever open for divine wor
sbiu, and summon the Ad j unta where r equired and shall 
attend to the pe r petual lamp. 

In connection wit h this last . t here is an item in 

t be minutes of Augl.lst 17 , 18 54 , which may shed s ome light on 

t oe attitude o f t hi s J ewish c om.nun ity toward the i nst i tution 
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of slavery. It l s the only mention of t he institution of 

sla very or o f slaves i n all of t he minutes of the period 

studied: 

On motion of Mr. Isaac Cohen Resolved t hat Twenty 
Fi.re Dol lars be paid to Henry, a Slave, f'or his gratui
tous 11fht1ng and cleaning t he Syna~ogue fo r the past 
Fourteen months, and that the .mm of Fit'ty Dollars be 
pt.id b1m annually to per form t he same dut y to commence 
from the time of bis again commencing the same duties. 
Mr, c. stated that he bad of fered these last two re solu
tions without the knowledge or consent of the owne r of 
Henry, but a s an act of gratuity t o the Boy Henry and 
for his benefit alone. 

Slavery is not c ondemned he re, and yet t here is an 

unm i s takable disdain, a t least for some o f t he conventions 

co- nected with i t. Imag ine! A slave i s actually being 

h ired for wa~es, and his maste r i s not t o know about i t. 

And the a mount t o be na1d 1s no trifling sum either. It i s 

t he equal t o that which the c1ngr eea t1on 's shamas t s to re

ceive ! 

One last pos ition r emained to be filled before the 

congregat i on coul d consider itsel f r easonabl y complete , and 

t hat was the pos1tto · of hazan , or reade r of the c ~ne rega

t103 . Wben a congr esation reaches the po int wbere it 1e fi

nanc i all y able t o do so , it hires a pr ofessional bazan, who 

r eads tbe worship service , teaches t he chil dren, and carr ies 

0n other functions whi ch wi l l be fu ~ly enumerated shortly. 

Befo r e a conerega t ion r eaches t his ooint o f f inancial capa

b ility, t he funct i :rns of the hazan are usua: l y perfor :ned 

wLt h vary i nf degrees of ab i l i ty by lay membe r s ~f t he cong

:e~~t1?n , Dur i ne the earlier yea r s of this s t udy . i n Mickva 
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I s r a : l C:mgregat ion, t he l ay hazan was Levy Bart. He served 

for a goodly numbe r of years gratis, and in 1849, the AdJun

ta, in addition to thanking hi m for his past services, of

fered him a token sa l ary of $200 a year, which he acceoted . 1 

However, as early as l o43, the cong regation was takln~ steps 

t~ward the goal of hi ring a profess i onal bazan . In that 

y ; a r, t he ladles of t be c ~ng regation held a fair and raised 

$1,522 .33, which they gave to the C?ng rezatlon t o establish 

a "Permanent Fund", wh lch was t o be added t o and i nvested, 

a nd t he l ocome of which could on l y be used eit her to rein

vest and enlarge the fund, o r t o pay for t he suoport of a 

su ita ble reader and t eache r. 2 The oarnas , Isaac Cohen, i n

vest ed the money in bonds of t he Central Rail Road o f Geor-

51.a , whi c h t urned out to be a very wise l nve s t :nent . In the 

f1ve mont hs f rom the t i me tha t t he money was initially in

ve sted until t he time of the a nnua l Genera l Meet in~ the f ol 

lowl n~ Au~ust , the b onds bad i ncreased in va lue by over one

t h1. rd ~3 

Fro ,il time t o t ime, suggest ions wer e b r o~ ht before 

t he Ad Junta r egarding t he hiring of specific people fo r the 

pos i t i on of h.azan , but always t he dec isi on had to be that 

t he fund was not yet lar ge enough t o suoport such a move at 

t hat t 1me . 

1 rbid . , September 20 , 1849 . 
2Ibid. , March 1 7 , 1843 , 

31b1d., August 21, 1643. 
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In 1848 , t he congregat i on felt that it was ready to 

hire a bazan, but alas, now no bazan wa s ready to come to 

them ! At t he a nnual General Meeting of August 21, 1848, the 

f ollowi ng resolutions were passed: 

Resolved , that the Pa rna s be requested to advert i se 
in the "Occ ident", a period ica l publishe d i n t he city of 
Philadelphi a, e nd "Voice of Israel" in Lo ndon, for a Ha
zan. 

Resolved, t hat t be sa l ary s hal l be $800 per annum, 
and t be a pplicant s hall be able t o perfor m t be service 
according to the Portuguese Minhag a nd shall deliver at 
least two Eng l i sh discourses each month . 

But, t here were no takers , and Levy Hart co~tinued 

as l ay reader for t be next three years . Then, on a trip t o 

New York. Par nae De La Mot t a heard about a Rev. A. de Sola, 

who was t hen serv ing a c -:-ngregation 1n Montreal. De La Mot

ta succeede d i n convinc i ng his congregation and AdJunta that 

de Sola was t he ma n tbey were l ookin8 f or, a ~d on J anuary 

25 , 1852 , t he Ad j unta ele ct ed de Sol a as b.azan and pr eac her 

a t a salary of ~l . 000 a year, to remain i n off i ce as l on~ a s 

t he congr ega t i on was sat1dfied wi t h hi m, t he c ongrega tion 

havin t o give hi m s ix mont hs notice i f t hey wish hi m to 

l eave, and he extending t he same c ourt ~sy t o the congrega

tion s hould be des i re to l eave . But all t h i s to- do was i n 

vai n , f o r de Sola was quite satisfi ed wi t h bi s Job 1~ Mont

real, end hi s c?ne r e s at1oo t here was l i k~w i se satisft ed wtt h 

1i m. He t oye d wltn the idea of com i n~ down , but unabl e t o 

f i nd a sutt ~ble succe ssor f or h i s Montreal con~regation, he 

declined t he of fer t hat June . Then, on J une 13t h , t he Ad

J unta decide d t o advert t s e ~nee mor e , add :n~ two new jour-
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nals a nd rais ing the salary above t hat pr eviously advertised. 

The advertisement woul d appear in tbe Occident, Asmonean and 

London Jewish Chr onicle, a nd would offer a salar y of $1,000 

a year. The e l ection would take place on the f irst SUnday 

1n November , and aopl1cante were to send references. On No

vember 5t h, three a pplicat i ons we re read , but as none of 

t hem were accompanied by the r equir ed testimon ials , all were 

r ejected. Two other men had been solicited by the oar nas , 

the hazan who was t hen leaviog New Orleans, and a Rev. Mendes 

of Birmtne ham, England, bot b of whom turned down the congre

eat1on' s offer. The Adjunta t he n deci ded t o o ffer e1,20C 

for the job, and proceeded to elect Rev. Jacob Rosenfeld of 

C1nc1nnatt t o the position. Exactly wher e his name came 

from 1s not clear, s ince it was not mentioned t hat an appl1-

ca t1on had been received from him, nor was 1t mentioned tbat 

he had been previously solicited by t he con6regat i on. Never

theless , t hi s was t he 111an who was t o be Mi ckva Israel' s 

first profess i onal bazan. For Rev . Rosenf eld did accept, 

and on Decem~er 10t h his letter of acceotance was r ead t o 

the Adjunta . On May 22, 1853, a l ette r was r eceived from a 

co~m1ttee of K. K. Bene J eehurun of Cincinnat i highly prais

ing Rev. Rosenfeld , a nd finally , after several d :laye , on 

June 6t h , 1853 . Rev. Rosenfeld himself a r rived 1n Savannah. 

we have al r eady seen that Mi ckva Israel Congregation 

could not let itself function 1n any phase of activity wit h

out a proper set of rules t o govern tbat activity. Accord 

i ngl y , wit h t he election of a ha.zan, the co~regat1on set 
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about to lay down t he rules for bis conduct. On February 5, 

1854, bi s salary was increased to J l,500 a year, and a com

mittee set up to determine how ne would earn it. They re

ported back on April 4th , when t he following rules were 

adopted: 

lat. He sha l l attend at the Synagogue on every Sab
bath eve and morning, and in the afternoon if r eauired , 
and on all Holy days and Feettvals, and r ead the.prayers 
in the original Hebrew, accordln~ t ~ the Fortu~uese Jews, 
except the pra yer for the gove rnmen t which may be read 
1n Engli sh and als o deliver English d iscourses, on the 
Saobath and first-day of the Holy days, or ot her ~ood 
cause. 

2nd . He shall attend, and officiate at, all funer
als of Jews buried 1n Savannah, and shall also attend 
the families wr.o may desire his services durin£ the days 
of mournintc. 

3rd. He s hall record in a book to be furnished by 
the congregation, and be 1t s property, all births, 
deaths , and marriages in the congregation, and also all 
other congregational matters that he may deem of inter
est, from the commencement of his min istry. 

4 t h . He shall not perform any 1118.r r iage ceremony in 
the Svnago~ue without t he consent o f t he Parnas, or the 
Ad junta. 

5th. He shall superintend the Sunday School of the 
children of t he congregation, and aid and advi se 1n 
their rel1g1QUS instruction whilst ther e. 

6th. He sball obey a)l lawf'ul orders of t he Parnae 
f or the time being so far a s they may be consistent with 
t he Jewish laws a ~d usages. 

7th . He shall abide by a nd sunport the charter and 
bye laws on the congregation, and obey t hem , so far as 
they may be properly e oplicable t o hi m. 

A change i n Rule No . 6 was made on ¥~y 14th at the 

r equest of t be bazan, so that 1t should read: 11 He should 

c~~ply wit h all wishes o f t he Pa r nas pr ovided he deems t hem 

c ~nsisten t wit h Jewish laws a nd usages." This 1s a most in

teres ting c hange. The parnas has been taken down a peg from 

h1s nos 1tion of absolute autocrat over the congregation . 

T"le oarnas w1 11 not "order" the hazan; be will exoress his 
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"wieh11 to him. And it ie not the parnae who will be the ar

biter of Jewish law and usage, but the pr ofessional hazan. 

Rev. Rosenfeld wa s dest ined to remain with t he congregation 

f ~r nine years, no t a t a l l a short time, afte r which he wae 

requested t o leave in a d i spute o'fer the examination of a 

shochet, t his tn 1862. 

Thus we have charted t he stormy, yet pr ogre ssive, 

course of Mickva Israe l Congrega tion from 1840 -1660 , truly a 

pe r i od o f great expansion. 
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IV . BETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION, MACON , GEORGIA 

In our e xam1nat ton of Beth Ierael Congregation of 

Macon, Georgia, we are privileged t o look in upon a congre

gation just as it 1s being brought into being. We can note 

the methodology of this process, the st raightforwa r d manner 

i n which committees are assigned t o ge t necessary tasks 

done , t he f or mulat i on of rules, the setting down of nr1nc1-

plea, and the quai nt homey touch o f real people revealing 

their personalities. For t be most part , t he minutes of 

t~is congregation do such a beautiful job of telling tbe 

story , t hat we shall permit them to t ell a large part of 

t he narrs.t 1 ve . 

An informal meeting of seve r-al I sraeli tes of t he 
c ity of Ma.con , Geo. , was held at the house of E. Brown, 
Esqr. , on Sunday Octobe r 30. 1859 . 

Present were Messr s. E. ~i nstein , E. Isaacs, E. :a-own, 
R. Einstein, H. Goodman . M. Landaue r, L, Landauer, 
A. Dessau, I . \feil, E. Feuchtwenger, J. Herz.fi eld. 

E. Isaacs was called t o t he chair and A. Dessau was 
requested t o act as secretar y . The chairman e xplained 
the object o f t hi s me&ting t o be t o f o r m i f possi ble e 
c ongregat i on . Whereupon on mot ion of E. Einstei n it was 
Resolved t hat the Cha irmen a pp~ 1nt ~ comn1t tee of Three 
t o 1n ~rm t he Israe11t1sh communit y o f t his c it y , that a 
meeting wil l be he ld on Sunday November 6, to act on the 
above nronos1tion . The Chairman an-oo1nte Mee sr-s. E . Ein
s t ein , I . · Well e.nd A. Dessau to be such co:u ,,1 ttee. 

I n pursuance of t he above call, a l-leet 1ng ~as held 
at t t e house of E. E1nste1n , Esqr ., on Sun~ay Noveml er 6, 
1859 , 

Present we re : E. Einstein, E. Isaacs , A, Dessau , 
E. Brown , M. Isaacs, M. Landauer, I . Pfauml oc.er , A. Ab
raham, H. Goodman, M. J oseph, I. Felleman, H. Crone, 
D. Goldsmith , G. Rosenberg , G. Landaue r, w. Wordl inger, 
J , Herzf1eld , L. Cohn , s . Isaaca , r. Well a nd I. Morris. 

40 
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E. Einstein offerered [sic] the following resolution; 
Resolved t hat eve ry Israelite desirous to become a mem
ber of tbe congregat i on to be formed allall pay for Three 
successive years; if he bave an ooen business and mar
ried Fifty Dollars per Annum. If. he be a dayly [ale] 
laborer or clerk Twenty Five Dollars per Annum . A sin
gle man with open business Twenty Five Dollars per Annum. 
All dayly laborers or Clerks, s ln~le men Twelve Dollars 
per Annum, whicb will and eball entitle them to full mem
bership and all the privileges of t be cong regation, 
which was unanimously adopted . 

On mot i on it was 
Resolved, That the name of tbls ~on~egation be 

f IC, e ' Jl ';; ''P ff r 
House of I srael. 
On motion i t was 
Resolved, The.t the M1nghag be "Ge rman orthodoxy." 

On motion 1t was 
jJ~~c c' iJN 

Resolved that a committee ••• be a ppointed by the 
Chairman to advertise in at leaet Three Jewish papers 
f or a Hasan (Reader) who 1.s also to be Shochet a nd capa
ble to teac h Hebrew , also capable to give lectures i n 
Engl ish: if also 1=1 German preferred. For which t he 
yearly salary eball be Seven Hundred Dollars, e xclusive 
of the s chool. 

On motion 1t was 
Resolved. That the Chairman a ooo ~nt a commit tee of 

Five to procure a locat ion for a Synagogue , and get 
e very thing necessary f o r worship 1n order, as speedily 
as possible. 

Eleven men met informally and decided that it was 

time to form a congr egation. Democr atica : 1y, they wanted 

tbe wbole community to be a ble to have a part 1n t he found

i ng of this new venture, and so adjourned for a week to in

form their brother Israel ites of their intentions. Tbe f ol

lowing week, although a rew of t he o r iginal number were ab

sent, t h1. rteer, new Jewish men showed up t o join t hem. Part 

of the flavor of tbeee meetings 1e caotured in a reading of 

the actual minutes, where one sees that t he first order of 

busines s is a motion setting up t he dues structure. Follow-
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!!Yi tbie, they get around to naming the congregation . And 

only third do tbey decide what k1nd of a congregation they 

want to bave. A glance at t he names of tbe men attending 

these meetings is sufficient to sbow vhy th1s congregation 

was e stablished as "German orthodoxy" rather than the Port, .. -

guese orthodoxy of the pr•vtouely stud ied congregation. It 

is interesting to note the speed with whtcb these men set 

about bringing their project to full fruition once 1t was 

launc hed. At the very first meeting, two committees were 

f ormed, one to procure a "Ha.san" for the con~regat ion, and 

t he other a place of worship. Both of these committees set 

about t o do tbeir aea1gned tasks wtt h a S!)8ej t hat promised 

to l ose none of the momentum of t he origi nal gatherings. 

At another meeting held on December 4, 1859, the 

Committee on Correspondence reoorted that t hey bad adver

tised in the Occident, the Jewish Messenger, and t he l 3rael

ite f'.or a "Reader, Shochet, according to the German orthodox 

Minhag , and Teacher for the ch ildren of the congregat ton." 

They offered a salar y of "700 , and stat ed t hat "a single 

gentlemen t s preferred ." Also, r eplies sh')u ld be sent to 

the committee ''postpaid" . Tbeee boys were watching t heir 

pennies! They wanted a reaoer, shochet and t eacher a ll 

r o lled 1nto one . They were offer1~g a salary less t ban half 

o f tbat which t nei r sister Georgia con~rega tion i ~ Savannah 

was offer1ne ~o tbe1r baza.n, at the same period. They pre

ferred a a1ngle gentlemen, because he could, of cour se , l i ve 

much mor e cheaply t han a man with a family to support. And 
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make no bones about it, tbe committee wasn't even planning 

to pay any postage ex-penees of tbe appl1canta either. 

Further r eports of this and the Building Committee 

were beard the following week. But first, let us consider 

s ome pertinent extraets from the Constitution and By-Laws 

adopted at the December 4t h meeti ag . From t he Const it ution: 

Art. 1, Sect. 5. 'l'bere shall always be ,,nand en If 
either separately or both offices united 1n one person , 
to be chos en by the congregation whenever occasion re
quires, and the congregation shall st 1oulate t he se l a r y 
of the above offices. 

Art. 4, Sect. 2. The income of the congregation 
shall be derived of yearly contributions , assessment of 
seats , freewill offerings , donations and fines. (The 
mitswoth s ba l l not be sold.) 

It is interestin~ that tbis congregation should re

be l against the custom, a pparent.ly prevaletJt at the time and 

still prevalent today 1n many traditional s yna~ogue~ of auc

t ion1n~ and selling t he''mitsvoth" . Rat her, they look upon 

t he '1m1tswot h" as honors to be freely d i spensed by the chief 

office r of t he congregat i on . In t h1s respect, they follow 

the custom observed in t he Seoha rd ic congre~at1on Mickva Is

rael 1n Savaanah . 

Art. 5, Sect. l. The f ixed prayers, t he '11ln and 
'\\ '11'e}J) shall a l ways be read ia the origi nal Hebrew ac
cording to the fJ,e,c ~~JN, 

Art. 5, Sect. 2. Lectures may be g iven i n Engl i s h 
or German. 

Art. 6, Sect. 2 . ( Tne Constitution may be amendeq] 
provided t hat t be M1nbag as aforesaid 1r. Article 5 Sec
tion l shall never be altered or reformed. 

Many are t he Jokes t hat have been told of the so

cal led "Jewish Standard Ttme 11
, of tbe pr opensity tor affairs 

of Jewish or!anizatio~s to s t art considerably later t han 
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scheduled. But up until now , I had always considered that 

strictly in the realm of humor, although unfortunately true 

1n many instances. However, in the case of Bet h Israel 

Congregation, we actually havo a Jewis h organ1zatio~ a pro

vision written into its By-Lawe that its meetings shall 

start thirty minutes late! From the By-laws: 

.lrt. 1, Sect. 1. Thirty minutes a f ter the appointed 
t1me for meeting , t he Parnas or 1n h1e absence a Chair
man shal l take the chair and t he busines s shall then 
commence, 1 f a quorum be oresent. 

Art. 2, Sect. 3 . [The Parnall'.) shall observe that t he 
service in the Synagogue 1s proper ly held and that all 
the religious rites and cerem~ni e s are perf ormed 1n 
strict accordance with tbe tenet s of our holy religion. 

Art. 2, Sect. 4. He shall preserve strict order nud 
decorum during d ivine service and may fine any member or 
eeatholder from Fifty cents to Five Dollars who shall 
infringe the same. 

Art. 2, Sect . _5. Ee sha.}.l dispense all honors in 
the Synagogue. JJI 1J•1 JJt:JH 

.lrt. 2 , Sect. 6. He shall have the suoerintendence 
of tbe /411 and .nNe&1cJ. (Reader and clerk) and if any 
of them oe guilty of deviation of duty or immoral con
duct be s hall call a spec i al meeting of the Board. 

Art. 2, Sect . 7. He s hall , if requested i n writing , 
grant permission to the /J11to perform t he marriage cere
mony and be shal l also s\gn the marriage certificate 
( .;\;)IJP). 

Art . 6 , Sect. 1. Any candidate for the office or 
/ffl( Reade r } shal l, before the e l ection ta ~es place at 

least read onn;,f the Prayers and the Tora h ( ;,,1..11). 
Art. 8 , Sect. 3, Within One Month from t be date of 

his elect i on he shall give a bond fo r the r•it bful per
formance o f his duties, t o be a oproved of by t he Board . 
His refus a l t o give aucb a bond shall make bls election 
null & void and he shall never a gain be admitted as a 
ca nd idate. 

Art. 8, Sect . 4. Hi s duties shall consist to read 
at all Sabbat hs and Hol ydays t he prayers, the Torah and 
t he Haftorah, 1f t here is none toread the latter a nd 
give a lecture every other Sa.bath. 

Art. 8, Sect. 5. He sha l l at tend /'JN ~d read t he 
prayers in the house of mourn ~n~ also at (,' :J7 tJlc' in the 
Synago@ue ; except on Sabat bs and Holydays when hisser
vices a r e ~equired at t he Synagogue. 

Art. 8 , Sect . 6 . He shall, i n bi s capac it y as Sho
chet. k111 a l l the m€at wa nted f o r t he con[ regation and 
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be present i n the mar ket e.very morning to see that only 
cosher meat be s old to the Jew i s h community. He s hall 
also ki ll a ::.l poultrie f or t he membere of t he congrega
t i on : f or whi ch latte r a s pec ified t i me and place shall 
be named by the Board. 

Art. 8 , Sect . 7. He shal l, wit h the written consent 
o f t he Parnae perform a J l mar~iage ce remonies , consis
t ent wi t h t he Jewi s h r eli gion and s hal l atte st t he same 
w1tb a writ t e n lt:11.11, (Marriaire certificate ) a.nd shall 
t r snsc r ibe the same i n a book- o f reco rd of t he congreEa
tion and hi s f ee s h.s.11 be not lees than Ten Dollars f or 
t he same . 

Art. 8, Sect. 8 . On all occasions in wh1cb he acts 
1n bis capacity a s Jj1l (reader) he shall be at t ired in 
hi s c le rical costum~. 

Art. 8 , Sec t . 9. He shall be in attendan ce i n the 
Synagogue p r i or to t he com.mencemeat of divine service 
a t i r ed in hi e cler ical cost ume and r ead t he pr ayers 
wit h their pr oper sect i ons . 

Art . 11 , Sect. 1. Any member s ha l l be entitleo t o 
be called t o t he -,ao[t hat i s , an Aliyah, the honor of 
be tns cal led up t o t he pul pit t o r ecite t he blessi ngs 
be f or e a nd after the r eading of a port i on from t he To
rah] t he Sabath after >)/'}Ii> n1 7_~ ( the c1rcwnc i s 1on of a 
eon), the Sabatb afte r t'j,.;),C' (t he anniveraar-y of the 
death of a pa r ent , spouse or child ] , t he naming of a 
daughter , ~13~ ,~ of a son, t he wedd ing of a child or 
any ot he r .i1l' n ; provided notice i s g iven t o the Parnass 
or i n bi s absence to t he Vice President befo r e service 
commences. ( Tbe ;,J'n i s a general t er::n fo r e rel igious 
obli gat i on, like t be a bove examples J 

Art. l?, Sect. 1 . No chlld under Fou r yea r s of age 
shall be admi t ted in t he Synagogue during worship. 

Art. 13, Sect . 1 . The f ollowing s ha ll be t t e fines : 
a) f o r absence f r om a specia l meeting. One dollar. 
b ) fo r absence f rom a stated meeting . One dollar . 
c) any person appoi nted on a com~1t t ee and afte r ac -

ce pt ance neglectinr it s duties. Two dollars . 
d ) Office r for absence f r om Boar d meeting . Fifty 

cents. 
e) 

&~Eent 
f) 

o f the 

any member s i gning 
from the same. 
whoeve r r e f u se s t o 
chai r . 

a cal l f or a meeting and being 
Five dollar s . 

come t o or de r at t he r eque st 
from One to Ten doll ars . 

There can be no doubt that the mi nutes, rules and 

regulations of t h i s con£ rega t ~on have a di st1 ct 1ve f lavor 

a ll t he i r own . Fo r rual t hOJl h t hey may be, they do not lack 

a personal t r J~t. 
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The treatment that the hazan receives in the By-Lawe 

1e rat her shabby. Tb1s 11 reader 0 of the worship service and 

Jack-of-all-trades around the synagogue 1s here a far cry 

f r om the s p1r1tual leader t hat today's rabb i ia considered 

to be . Hie meager sal a~y of only 1700 a year baa already 

been mentioned, as wel l as the cong regation ' s preference 

t hat the poor man be single so a a t o m1nimize the congrega

t i on' s financial respons tbilit1ea, with no thought or con

sideration of their reader' s personal 11fe. And r egarding 

t hat gentleman's personal life, a rather insult ing view of 

the COJ18regat1on's regard of their leader 1n divine worshi p 

ls f ound in the inclusion in their By-Laws (Article 2 , Sec

t ion 6) of a ready-made p rovision for the pr ocedure when t he 

h.azan shall be guil t y of immoral conduct. No such stipula

tion was made r egar ding the poasibiltt y of such conduc t on 

t be part of tbe oarnas or othe r con2rega ti?n a l office r s . Of 

course, how moral could they e xnect a man to be on $700 a 

year? Furt her, out of that mea~er salary, the hazan was al

so expected t o pay f or a performance bond . The surpris ing 

t hillf! is t hat the congrega t ion did not lack for candidates 

for t he degrad ins Job that they we r e offertng. We note t oo t 

that here tbe narnas i s ettll t o be t he a rbiter of pr oper 

Jewish practice (Article 2, Section 3), a lthougb tn Mi ckva 

Israel Cong regation of Savannah , t bls was passed over to the 

hazan wben they f i nally got one. 

In t hi s congr egat i on, as in M1ckva Israel , a system 

o f fines wa s emoloyed , both ae a s~urce of income for the 
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c ~ngregat1on, and tor the d1s c1~11ne of its members . But 

rank had 1te privileges. While the average member would be 

fined one dollar tor miaslng a congregational meet ing, an 

officer would only be f1ned fifty cents for missing a Board 

meeting. However, the basic principle ts not a bad one, and 

if it could be enforced today, might do a lot of good in 

making nominal c ongregational members more active. Perhaos 

s ome of the speed, noted before, with which the various com

mittees of the congregation pursued t heir assigned tasks, 

could be traced t o the two dollar fine t o be i mposed on "any 

pe ~son appointed on a c ommi ttee and aft er- acceptance ne~lect -

1ng its duties .'' 

We note that Article 2, Section 5 , of t he By-Laws 

t e l l s us that it ls one of t he duties of t be parna s to "dis

pense a l l honors i n the Synagoe,.ie," e.n:i t he secreta r y notes 

t hat t r i s refer s to mit zvos and a l iyahs. The Constitut i on 

has a l r eady t old us t nat "the mltswoth shall not be s old . " 

So, those who are cal led uo to the Tora n , do not have t o oay 

for t he honor. 

Article 8 . Section 5, t•lls us t hat t he custom o f 

havi ng a mtnyan of ten men gat he r at t he home of a mourner 

d ur i ng the seven days of the sh1vah period o f mourn ing, so 

t hat the mourner coul d say t be kaddish, o r memorial orayer , 

f or bis deceased , wa s observed by t b1s commun l t y , as wae t he 

yahrze 1t , or annual r ec1tatton o f t he kaddish on the anniver

sar y of the death of a nea r rela tive, 1n the Synagogue ln t he 

midst of t he entire congre~at i on. 
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Tne rule that •no cbtld under Four years o f age 

s hall be adm1tted t n the Synasogue dur1n~ worsh 1p" 1s a e:ood 

one. It sound s as i f some of the members were recall ing 

d1sturbing experiences when they put that one 1nto the By

Laws. It 1e a rule that could still be validly included i n 

rules and re'!Ulat1ons of modern synagogues. Of course, 

there i s no way t o be sure, but I believe t hat t he i nc l usion 

o f the phrase "during worship" was not accidental . I know 

of a number of hoa eeholds today whar e t he parents a r e most 

anxi0us t o infuse t heir childre n with Jewish content at the 

ear l iest possible momen t 1n their live s. To t ~1s end , they 

wlll bring them into the synagogue build1n~ at every opyor

t unity , even bab i e s cons ider ably younger t han rour years of 

age, a.nd even when t bere are no services ~oing on. Perhaps 

t ~~ s t oo was the desire of s ome pa rents 1n t he Macon commun

ity . 

One w£ek fol lowi ne t he ado ption o f t he se r ule s , the 

c~n~r eg2 t ton met a gain, o~ Dece mt e r 11 , 18 59, and hea rd r e 

ports of its feverl s hl y ~orkl ~e committee s . The Co~~ 1t t e e 

on Butld lne left no detail unattended to. 

[The Committee o r Build ing r eoorted] t hat we have 
s een a r oom 1n Cherry St. over Horns Confect 1one.ry , ano 
whi c h we t hlnk a des i rable and cent ral loca t ton. -- The 
s1ze of the room i s 50 f eet i n lengt h by 28 feet in 
width, with gas alrea dy put i n, thereby savi~E t he Con8-
rega t1on ~ considerable outlay. -- Tbe rent o f t he r oom 
wil l be 100 Dol lars pe r annum, t o comme nce on t he 1s t 
J a nuary 1360 . --

We have al s o c ~nsul t ed Mr . Pflaumbocher, r egar dinf 
tne carpenter' s work and pa lnti~g to fix up the r oom 
c ompl ete a s a Syna gogue. he offers t o t ake the work 
name d f or one hund r ed & fifty Dollars . We als o c onsulted 
a Ne g r o b 0 y , who 1s will1ne t o ya.int t he wall s & whi t e -
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waeb the room f or the sum of ten Dollars, also seen Mr. 
Dennis, a gas f itter, who will 1"urn1sh the necessary gas 
chandeliers & ptpe for tbe sum of 60 Dollars; all of 
which t hE whole of the contracts, t f a pproved by tbe 
Congregation to be finished by the let January 1860. 

Once more we notice a Ne~ro wo rk i ng for a Jewish 

c ongregation fo~ pay in t he Sout h , and t hi s betne the year 

1859, he certainly was a sieve. The words used in the re

p~rt also have a somewhat stran~e ring t o t hem . The word 

"Neer o " i s seldow encountered as such t n t he Sout h, especi

ally wit r the dignity of capitalization. And t his Ne gro 

slave boy was "consulted" , t he sa"'le term used in connection 

wit h l'i.r . Pflaumbocher, a white member of t ~e congregation . 

It would appear that Georgia Jewry had a somewhat warmer 

feeli ne toward t he Nepro popul ation t han t he gene ra l commun

ity , at least wit hin the confines of th•ir own group, a l

thou ~h we recognize t hat such a stat sment of ;eneraliza t i on 

t s daneerous , and can only be imolied end not or-oven from 

t he ev1 j ence adduced . 

The Committee on Correspondence had a r e~ort for 

thi s m et1n5 too: 

on the 9 i nst. an otner letter was r eceived by t he 
Com.mi ttee from Rev. A. Laser fro :n Cumberland, I-ld . , wh1cb 
l etter we sub~lt t o t he Congregation wit h t he remar k , 
t hat a s the applicant i s not capable to fulfill all of 
t he dut tea named i n our advertisement end more especial
ly because he, Rev. A, IAeer, decla res in sai d letter 
that his r e l1£ i ous pri~ciples are i nclined t o moderate 
reform -- contrary to the express Law of our Constitu
tion -- the Co,.nmittee don 't consider aev . Laser wort hy 
to the c onfidence of an orthodox Congregation. 

we sha l l defer co:nment on the a bove renort for a 

couole of paragraphs , until we have had t he opportunit y of 
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viewing an acoount of still another committee, as 1t was re-

corded and pr eserved i n the minutes of th1s meeting: 

Moved and seconded that a Commit tee shall be a opoint 
ed to wait on those Gentlemen, which on a prev1 ~us time 
offered some money for a '1cl O & i f collected, such money 
shall be especially appropriated for buying a 'lBO . 
carried. 

Mr. H. Manbaimer moved & was s ec :mded tha t a special 
Commi ttee of 3 shall be a ppointed to buy a 1olo , out of 
the fur.oa o f the Congregation. carried. 

Ah, the depths to which an ideal can sink! I n the 

margi n of t h1s mi nute book of t his coogregat i on which ''don ' t 

cons i der [a hazan inclined toward moder ate reform] wort hy to 

t he confidence o f an ort bodox Coogregat ion, 11 which states 1n 

its Constitution t hat their German oMhodox minhag "shall 

never be altered or reformed," is the bald question of a la

ter officer of t he c ongregation who read the early minutes: 

"What 1s a ,do ?11 

lndeed, quite a lot would seem to bave been altered 

lo that proud congr egation when one o ~ its officers would no 

longer know wha~ a Torah scroll i s! 

At any rate, a Sefer ~ bought fo r the C?ngregation, 

and it cost them ~110. 1 

A bazan was als o a oproved by t he congregation . Rev. 

li, Leewenthal was elected to that position on February 2, 

1860, f or a one-year term. Towards the e nd of that term, on 

December 9, 1860, a nother elec t1?n wes held f?r the new t erm . 

an3 a Rev. E. Herzman wa s elected . The c hances are t hat 

1t-anutes o f Con~r eea.t i on Beth Israel, Me.con, Georgie, 
April 1. 1860 (in the A.:ne !:"1can Jew1sh Arc:11ves}. 
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Rev. Herzman never served, becauee on Feb~uery 3, 1861, just 

a year and a day after Rev. Loewenthal had been elected, the 

pres1dent cal led a meeting of the congregat1on : 

The President stated t he object of tbis meet1ng as 
Rev. E. Berzman resigned his office as Chasan of this 
Cong. to go i nto an election for Chasan & Shochet. Mr. 
Sternheimer was the only candidate nominated for such 
office and duly elected a s such fo r

1 
the term of one year 

provided be procures a new ;, / r ~p . 

One can only guess that poes1bly tb1s Mr. Sterobeimer 

1a the same Kr. Sternhe1mer who served as shamas and sbocbet 

to M1ckva I srae l Congregation from 1853 to 1856 . 

Tbe Jewish community of Macon , Georgi&, was a dete~

mtned little band, who knew wbat they wanted, a nd went right 

out and got it. What Mickva Israel worked and waited f or 

for almost a century, Beth Israel ac hieved in a little over 

three months . Here there was no careful and studious accu:nu

l a tion of funds over several years, no clever investments 

and pro~ress r enorts , no delays because the t1me wasn't 

quite r1gnt. Eleven men met tn late October of 1859. By 

the beg1nn1n~ of tne following Februery, the new congrega

tion had fo r itsel f an organization, a house of worship, a 

hazan and a shochet , as wel l as a new Torah. 2 The sn1rtt of 

these men is greatly to be admired! 

1An authorization to act as shocbet. 

2Bougbt on January 7, 1660. See minutes of that 
date. 



V. THE JEWRY OF MEYJl>HlS, TENNESSEI:: 

Congregation Child ren ot Israel of Memphis, Tennes

see , was founded in 1854-. Its extant minutes go back to 

April 1858. From t hat point throu~h t he entire period 

studied, those mi nutes record one continuous squabble. 

Memphis Jewry was ln transit i on from th~ very beginning of 

its exist ence as a congregation. 

In the beginning, its members were of Orthodox per

suasion . However, Isaac Mayer \Ilse was ca lled upon to dedi

cate t heir new synagogue building on Ma r ch 26, 1858 ,1 and 1n 

a number of discourses on that occasion succeeded in trans

:formlng "ttea rly all 1 ts :nembers . • • from Orthodoxy to Re

form. "2 This last statement ls perhaps an exaggeration, but 

it is certainly true that Wise started a ferment in the 

congregation, The minutes are full of confusion and incon

s istency, reflect i ng very ~uch the cnen~inE attitudes of the 

c ommunity. 

On April 18, 1858 , a c ommi t tee of five was a opolnted 

t o draft suitable rul es of order, arrangement of pra yers , 

e.11J proper decorum during divine serv1ces.3 That committee 

1Becker, Q.:Q · cit. , p, 10. 

2The American Jew's Annual, 1889-1890, p. 92. 

3Mtnutes of Conf~egat1on Chi ldren ~f I srael, Memphis , 
Tennessee, Apri l 18 , 1858 (1n t he American Jewis h Archives ). 
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reported back on July lltb to a regul ar quarterly meeting of 

the membershi p of the congreg.at 1on.l Their recolD!!lendat 1ons 

fol low: 

1. No one but the IJll s ball be a llowed t o read t he 
iJ'J»;),') • 

2 . The if17r't1'tJll'NJO'ICJC-tn~el) Ot'J 1'e 111' N 
shall be r eA.d t n f , tt ,tre previous t o the sayl ng of -,,-1~ 
-,,uce, and n~ ?ne but tbe Vice Pr e~ idant allo·,,ed to' re
spond, and in h1s absence the Presi dent will a upo1nt one 
1n h1 s place • 

3. The .ntlH are in fut ure to be eol d at auct i on 
dur1og divine service, the call1og t o the 1~0 shall be 
a r r ange1 in the f o llowing manne r : 

The Vice Pre s. 1~ t o keep a correct Reg i s te r of all 
the members, same are t o be called u~ 1:. rot a t i:>'!i the y 
being not ified on Friday previous by t he o roper officer. 
Eacb member so not1f 1ed i e taxed tbe sum of_50 Cen t s on 
n;,f and Holy days Cl .00 ~,-,,:, ~ , . ,~Je._-, ~ IC' excepted. 

4. All the Mi t zvos on Rosh Hashono & Yom Kippure 
are to be sold at a special meeting p~evious 1nclud i n~ 
n ' f ~,:a pm .._ ~ 11.n 11'11 . 

5. Tbe Pres i dent a~d Vice Pres i dent shall each re
ta ln ?ne mitzvo & t ender them t o s uch person or s tranF,e r 
as tb~f may thi nk prot>er . . 

6. Tbe other .mIH suc h as ~nf ◄ it:,/~ can be ap
plied f or t o the V1ce Presi dent a t t he st i pulated price 
of 50 Cents on nRt and #1 .00 on Holy days, 1f not d i s 
posed of a r e l e ft to tbe dis posal of t he Pres i cent. 

7. No one can be called to the 1;)0 exceot be wears a 
bat , neit her are t he members t o t ake a .n1/i, Tallos, 
off the s houlders o ~ any '1)8rson 1n the Syns Eogue, as 
t he re w111 alway s be two Talaysim provided , on the pul
n 1t . 
- 8 . The Jf'I nae t o be a t the Synagogue Ten minutes 
before d ivine se r vice commences 1n o r der t o dress and 
set the Saypber as 1t ou~bt to be , ~nd be ready for ser
v i ce when the congre ►.atlon are assembled . 

9. No member is a l lowed t o wear a Sargenos, nor ap
pear i n his Stocking feet, on Rosh Rasbon? , or Yo~ Kip
pure under penalty o f Ten Dollars. 

10 . No member 1e a l lowed t o take h1 s Tall i e off un
til t he Service l s entirely over . 

11, Any v i ol ation of t he Laws are sub ject t o f i ne of 
not less tnan ~1.00 , a nd not mo r e t han Ten Dol lars . 

The above renort wa s . •• taken uo Section by Sec
t ion and duly pas sed, with t he exception of article 9 , 
which was amended so far as t o per mit t he Sar genos being 
wo rn on Yom Kippure. 

1 r b1d. , July 11 , 1858 . 
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In tb1a set of rules, many traditional observances 

are codified, but a number of tendencies toward Reform may 

also be noted. Tbe c ongregation has a.:Liyahe and m1tzvos, 

such as g'li:Loh (rol ling tb.e !orah after reading from 1t). 

and bagboon, (raising the Toran after reading from 1t and be

fore replacing it 1n the Ark), the Hatan Torah and Ha.tan Be

raeh1e, mentioned before 1n connection with the practices of 

Mlckva Israel Congregation. There is a rule t hat no one can 

be called to the safer unless he le wearing a bat. Doe s 

t his not imply that one mi p:ht be worsh1pp1~ 1n the conf(re

gat1on w1th hts head uncovered? Else why t h1e auee1f1c 

rule? Rules 7 and 10 are conf licting . Does Rule 10 mean 

that everyone in t he congrsgat 1on must be wea r1nv a tall1s ? 

Then why, 1.n Rule 7. s hould anyone bave need of borrowing a 

tall1e from another? Or why should t wo extra talays i m have 

to be provided on the nuln1t ? The Sargeno s of Rule 9 1s a u

pa r ently a kittel, j udgi ng from what one does wit h it , and 

when. Tl'le committee fel t that t he time had come to do away 

wit h a tradit ional cus t om tbat had perha u s be come dlstaste

f ui t o t hem -- t he weari ng of t he kitte l and go in~ ba refoot 

dur1n c.: t he HiE< n Holy Days . However. t he y f ound t hat t he 

c ongregat 1on was not quite ready for t his ~rt i cular step. 

The k1ttel wae to be a l lowed , but ~oing barefoot was no l onger 

t o be the custom in tbe Memph i s Congrega tion. Re ga rd ing 

Rul e 2 , t he Mlzmor s h1r l ' yom bashabas and t he Anaim z 'mi roe 

s bir bay1bud are prayers which normally would come a t the 

eod of t he service. However, me r e l y rea rrang1.ng t hern and 
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placi ng tbem at the beginning of the service is not in it-

self an important noteworthy innovation, a s the two prayers 

involved are insertions anyway. Possibly what 1e noteworthy 

about the rule, i s that the Vice President only is to be al

lowed t o respond i n these passages. It ta a n at t empt to end 

s ome of the confusion and non-unison congregational read1n~s 

that make some orthodox services sound so unde corous. 

It is t o be f'U.rther noted t hat t he Congregation of 

the Child ren of Israel, however , had not gotten to the po int 

wher e it considered the auctionin~ of m1tzvos durin~ t be 

~orshtp serv t ce , or t he selli ng of al1vahs, undecorous, 

whereas the two strictly ort hodox congregetions so far 

s tudied i n detail, M1ckve. I srae) Congregation of Sava!'mBh , 

and Beth Israel of ¥~con, had both abandoned those practices . 

An onfo i ng discus s ion thr oughout the minutes was t ile: 

question of th~ observance of t he Sabbath by member s and em

pl oyees of t he c on~regation. That there was a large amount 

o f ambivalence on thi s question i s beyond doubt. Anot be r

quest 1on would be: 11'Wbere does ambiva lence leave off and hy

pocrisy bee- in?" 

At any rate , at t he J uly 11th meetin~ of t he c?ngre 

£&t1on , "It wa s moved & Seconded th.at no pers on s hould be 

called t o t he Sayph1r on Rosh Hashono & Yorn Ki npure t ha t v1-

olates the Sabbat h day . " Tile mot i on wa s lost , but a oparent

ly t his was no t t he f1rat mot ion on this subject, f or i n the 

mi nut es of Novemoe r 14, 1858 , "Mr . T. Tolz [Theobald Fol t zJ 
offe r ed a r esolution t hat t he Law r esoecting t he office of 
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President & Vice President to b e f illed by persons observing 

the Sabbath be repeale: . 11 This motion was ordered laid over 

for tbirty da ys. It was a gain taken up on J anuary 23ro next 

when tnere was a "motion of Mr. A. s . Myers t o a dopt resolu

tion of Mr. Foltz respecting. that no member can hold the 

office of Pres i dent or Vice President unless be observe the 

Sabbath , not carried." Mr. Fol tz.' motion was t o repeal the 

above requirement. Since t hi s motion was not carri ed , t he 

provi sion still stands, a nd those officers a r e requlred to 

be Sabbath observer s. At t his point in t he meetin~ , David 

Frank turned i n his resignation a s Vice Pres i dent, a nd i t 

was accepted. Auparently Mr. Frank was not a Sabbath ob

server, and did not care t o becoae one~ 

But neve r say a te. The issue was not dead . At the 

meeting of April 24th of t hat same year the following oc

cured: 

The a rticl e which used to read as fol lows , No person 
shal : be ell i gable [ s lc] to office o f Pres i dent or Vice 
Pre s . who has not been a member- two yea r s nrevioue t o an 
e l ect i on and wbo does not keep the Sabbat h day, it was 
move-d seconded end car ried that t he l ast 8 words allud
in~ t o keeping Sabbat h be st r ic ken ou . 

The i ssue of Sabbath observa nce probably reache d 1ts 

peak 1n the f amed Pe res Case. Jacob J . Peres was a particu

larly s ifted l inguist and educator . Bor n 1n Holland in 1830, 

Peres em.migrated to the Unlted States i n 1857, wbere he 

opened a school of ancient and modern l anguage a i n t h& cl ty 

of Philadelphia and became acqualnted wit h Isaa c Leeser. 1 

l aecker, loc. c i t. 
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Wben the Congregation Child ren ot Israel of Memphis 

advert ised in April 1858 1n the Israelite , Occident and Ae

monean for "a capeble person to officiate as :.ecturer, Read

er & Teacher, t o lecture in English & German, at a salary of 

$600.00, perqu1s1tes to net t 400 . 00 more, 111 Isaac Leaser 
,;) 

persuaded Pere s to apply for the job. - A Mr- Delbanco bad 

also applied for the Job, and 1n an election held on Decem

ber 6, 1858, the congresation chose Mr, Peree.3 On December 

2, 1859, being the onl y candi date presenting bimself f or the 

poe1t1on, Mr. Peres was re-elected hazan, but this time only 

for a s i x-month term instead of a year. 4 

However, Mr. Peres d1d no t serve out even that abort 

short term. The biographer of the Peres family wrote: 

The Rabbi was not an extreme Ort hodox Jew, but be was 
conservative in his r el i g i ous views. The offi cers of the 
congregation, on the other hand, were moving toward Re
form Judaism~ That displease d t he Rabbi, and led t o hie 
ree1gnat1on, :, 

That descr iption of Mr . Peres' departure from the 

service of t he congregat i on was not qui te accurate. As a 

matter of fa ct, the contemporary mlnutes of the congregation 

contai n the ful l details o f a trial held on April 18 , 1860 , 

lMi nute s of Congrega tion Child ren of Isr ael , Memphi s, 
Tennes see, April 18 , 1858. 

2Samuel Shankman, The Peres Family (Kingsport, Ten
nessee: Sout hern Publ i shers, Inc., 1938) , p. 6; and Becker , 
lg_£. ill· 

3Minutes o f Congregation Child ren of Israel, 
Tennessee, December 6 , 1856 . 

Memphi s . 

4rb1d . , December 2, 18 59. 
c::: 
--Shankman, loc . c1 t. 
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in which Mr. Perea 1a f ound guilty of c onducting a retail 

business on the Sabbath, and he is then aummar1ly d1sm1ased. 

Even then, d1d Mr . Peres res ign gracefully? o no. He still 

wanted h1s Job~ On April 29th, a lette r was read from Perea 

stating that even though he bad been discharged, be intended 

to hold the congregation r4tapona1ble for t he whole time of 

his contract . The congregation offered a compromise, which 

was re.fused. Pe r ea carried bis f1gbt for b1e Job and con

tract rtgbts i nto the civil courts. The case went up to the 

Tennessee Supreme Court, where it became t be classic decision 

tbs.t t he rules of a religious body are sovereign.1 This 

bardly sounds like the s tory of a man who resigned from a 

oongrega t1on because he was di enleased at a growing tendency 

toward Refo rm~ 

And yet, i~ spite of t nis obvious faleebood, we 

would be remiss if we paint ed t oo black a pie ture o.f J.1r . 

Peres. Tllta c ongre gation ~ beaded toward Reform . I would 

hesitate to say that Mr . Peres' trial was not a fa i r one, or 

that, he was "rai l r oaded", since both the verd i ct of guilty 

and t he dec1s1on to dischar ge him were pa.seed unanimously by 

the congrega tion, hardly leavin~ open a l'.J" ~rounds for fac

tionali sm, and yet , two days before the trial was t o be held, 

and three months before Peres' contract wac due to exp1 re, 

it was moved and seconded t nat an advertisement should 
be sent to Israel ite, Occident & Jewish Me ssenger for a 

l1nterview wi t h Rabbi J ames Wu, histo r ian and Rab
b i of C::mgr-egat1on Children of I srael , Memphis, Tennessee, 
February 1957. 
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Preacher, Teacher & Reader, one i n favor of moderate Re
f orm and is ca pable of delivering a lecture every Sab
batb in Englis h or Ge rman -- Salary i l 000 . 00. Appli
cants must be recommended by Dr. I .M . Wise. Tes timoni
als must be sent to the unders i gned. 

Within no more than t hree years from t bi s ti!lle, un

der the spiritual leadership of aev. Stmon Tuska of Hungary, 

and Rochester, New York , t he Congregetion Ch1ld •en of Israel 

made more and more reforms. A year after his arrival in 

Memphis, Rev. Tu ska pre sented a resolution ''that no Piyut tm1 

be benceforth rec i ted 1n t he Synagogue on any sabbat h, or on 

a ny of the tb.rse great fe stivals, . • • excenting the prayers 

tor /t • /,'l( !12 The r e s olution passed , and 1t was followed 

by the i nstal lation of an or~a n , family news and e mixed 

choir.3 After all thle, when t he Or t hodox e l ement s eceded 

f rom t he congregation t o f o rm their owo Congrega t i on Beth 

El ~eth, Jacob J. Peres was among the secess1oo1st s . 4 He 

f urther was a ve ry hif.!hly r espected man i n t he Me:nnh1s com

munity . He rose ta beco:ne president of t he Mempb1s Board of 

Education , raised t he s tandar ds of tbe curriculum, and pub

l i shed a n elementary ar1.t hmet1c textbook. Hi s two sons afte r 

htm , I srael H. Peres and Hardw1g Pe~es, also served a s me m

ners of the Me:npt11s school board, S".l Pe r es could not nave 

1Accreted r el1gi JU8 poetry f ound in tbe trad 1t1.,nal 
ltt ur £y , and elltrinat ed by Reform . 

2Mtnutes o f Congrega t 1:>n Child r en of I s rael , ¥.eooh1s , 
Tennessee, Augus t 18 , 1861 . 

3Becker , 2.£· ill·, p. 12. 

4Tne American Je~s Annual, 1589- 1890, p . 94. 
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been aucb a b&d fellow. 1 And yet, there remains tbe enigma, 

how could be bave been found guilty of doin~ a reta11 busin

e s s on a Jewish noly day, with no dearth of witnesses? 

Items which we bad noticed in tbe mi outee of otber 

c on gregat1ona were to be found here too. For example, Cong

regation Children of Israel , l ike the Savannah and Macon 

congregations, aiso fined its members for not attendin~ 

meetings. Very likely tbey bad as elaborate a system of 

fines as t hose other congr ega t ions, but unfortunately their 

old by-laws are n ?t extant, and i n t he perioo studied the 

only reference f ound was that "a fine of fift y cents was or-

dered to be placed aga inst . 

meet1tl€;S11 on July 11 , 1858. 

members fo r abeense at 

Here t oo , members presented t he c ong regation with 

g ifts of ritual ob jects. Two such were recorded i n the 

minutes of April 18, 1858: 

Letter was rece ived from Mr. H. Bloom, presenting 
tbe Cong r~g~t1on Children of Israel wit h a white satin 
Perochos, and also a Showfor, to be kept i n t his Cong
regation. Same was received and a vote o f thanks passed. 

Latte~ was received from Mess. Strauss & Hoffman 
presenting t hi s Congrega tion wit h a crimson silk velvet 
curtain bear1n~ a golden eagle, accented, and a vote of 
thanks pas sed . 

Tbe congregation bad a shochet and a sbamee. The 

former was n ot unusual ly involved in an altercation, moo-

1Bec ker , Q:Q • ctt., p. 11. 

2A curtain whic h hanc:r s i n front of • he Ark. Tl-ti s 
wbit& one wouid be used on the Hi~h Hol y Days; the crimson 
one mentioned below would be used during the rest of the 
year. 
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t1oned in the minutes of October 10, 1858, along with a bit 

of editorial comment on t he part of the secret ary: 

Charges were then preferred against H(art] Judah 
Snowchet by G. Jacobs Butcher. Same were read. Mr. Ju
dah repliod 1n defense -- a stormy debate here arose 
much no1ee and confusion ensued, where 1n Mr. H. C8.ro 
was ordered fined $5 . 00 pending this disturbance. Mr. 
Strause declined acting as President -- Mr. Frank [Davld 
Frank , V1ce-pres 1r entJ t ook the chair. Order having 
been 1n a measure restored, it was moved and seconded 
that a Com. of Five be anno1nted as follows, two from 
Mr. Judah, t wo from Mr . Jacobs, and one by Congregation 
to arran.ge the dispute amicably, whereupon meeting ad
journed. 

Tbe d i spute was settled amicably. On October 31st , 

the ••committee of Five reported concernlng Shochet 1t was 

agr~ed t hat Mr . Jacobs should have 4 weeks longer time to 

procure a suitable Slaughter House. '1 

Another bit or levity 1n the minutes, but one which 

is nonetheless important as a sign of the constantly chan@-

1ng ideas of the congregation, i s the matter of the va r1ous 

committees to de t e r mi ne how to carry on divine service s . We 

beve already mentioned i n detail t he report o f a committee 

"to draft suitable rules o f orde r, arrangement of praye rs, & 

decorum durin~ d ivtne Serv i ces , " wh i ch 'Was p resen ted on J uly 

11 , 18 58 . But t h t s was far from the end of t he matter . A 

little over a year from that t1me, on October 16 , 1859, "1t 

was moved and seconded t h~t e committee shoul d oe aono1nt ed 

t o br i nE 1" a report how t o carry on devtne Se t vtcea . 

L. Kreme r , H. Judah , A, Seese l. L. Kaufman, H. Caro , on mo 

tt ')n Rev. Peres and Pre s . was added t o committee ." But on 

J anuary 1 5 , 1660, the commit tee ha d not yet made a r eport,and 
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It was moved a no secor.ded that the co!ll!:llttee to de
~ise ho- t o c&rry on 61v1r.e Service be c t sc~.e~~erl , car
ried. 

It a&s t he~ ~oved that a c oim;;i t~ee of 5 he a ~oointed 
t o take into cons1derat1or. the necsssary ch&nees to be 
~&de 1n c~r nresent ~ode of wor sr-i J & reno~t &t ~ ieet 
i~g t o be beio ona month from date~ car r ied . H. J udar. , 
A . Seesel, L. :Kremer , i. Hal-pni ck , Sai:tl. Shlop . 

Needless to say, n o s uch reno rt vas forthcomiJlE a t 

tae end of one cont h . In fact, on April 15th, t ne secretary , 

1n his o~-n quaint way, t ells u s that: "Committee on worship 

ifeN dis c:ia:-e;ed . taere having not done anyt h i n~ . " No :"ur-

we e ~a j e. But, as we bave alrea1y noted , wee n ~ev. Tuska 

a~r:veo, ne proceeded. on A~ust l o , 1561. to o.a~e h1s own 

reco.:ncendations f o r cnange• in t~e worshi p serv ice . 

So ~e nave s ~en 1n Congreg~t 1on Childr e n of Israel 

o ~ ~emp3 i s , Te nne ssee, a C?nfregs tion 1n t ~a r.51tion fro3 i ts 

var y out set , ra~rly cert a1~ of t ~e d!rect ! o~ ~~ ~~ich it 

~anted t o tr~vel, but not alway s a b le t o s~ay 1n the r 1K ht 

gear toge, t ~ere . I t be~ that I saa c Y.ayer wise was r t;h t 

1~ ~is ph i loso pty , but !t hed a sent1~ental attac:iment to 

s ~~e o f t he olo .ays . 



VI. ALABAMA JEWRY 

It was mentioned i n Cbapter II that t here exist con

fl 1ct 1ng records , document s and opi n i ons r ega rd ! 11e the dat e 

of the f ound ing of the Montf omer y, Alabama , con~regation . 

Perha~s some ext rac ts f ~om correspondence between J ames L. 

Loeb , o~ t he Mont go_,ery congregation , a nd Dr. Jacob R. Mar

cus, wil l point up t he p roblem: 

At present , I a~ ve ry anxi ous t? establ i sh t he actu
a l date of found i n~ of Kahl Mont omery. Tbe congrega
tion secured a c harter as Kahl Mont ~omery 1n 1~52 and 
has celebrated it s 50th, 75th, and 85th ann1versar1es 
based on that dat a . However MP Blue,a loca l hi storian , 
1n his CHURCH HISTORY OP MONTGO I ERY states t hat Ks.bl 
Mont e o :.e r y was f ounded on J une 6, 1849 ann has been 
known by t hat name s 1nce that ttme. Blue ' s article was 
puo) isheo 1n the local uaue r as ea1ly as 1371 and I f eel 
t hat his i n~~rmat ion 1s a ut to be corre ct i ~ view of the 
fact tha t he was an able man and knew the f ?unders o f 
t he cong r egation personally . .•• In a 661t1on , t here 
han~s i ~ t he Te~pl e vestry a manus cr ipt which has across 
the top "Kahl Montgo:nery", t hen a list of off ice rs. and 
a 11st ?f membe rs . In eit he ~ t ou cor ner are t he da t e~ 
1847 and ! 8 72. These peoole we!'e celebr a t1ne a 25t h an
niversary of s ~me t hing . The dat es are exceedin~ly le~ i 
ble so that they coul d no t be mistaken . 

We t hus have t hr se dat es and n?ne senui, ely est eb
lished. The date of t he ma.nu scr1nt 1s very odd as it is 
unsut>oo rted by Bl ue who s e ya that a society for t he car e 
of the a1ck was f ounded i n 1846. Blue g ives the date 
1649 aod list s officers a nd memt ers for t ~at da t e. The 
con~regat 1on itse l f was c he rtered i n 18 52 and has a l ways 
used l hat dat s as t he date of cele~rat1ne i ts ann iversa
ries . 

1Letter from James L. Loeb, Mont €'.omery, Al abama . to 
Dr. Jacob R. Marcus , March 10, 1947 (or1€'. inal i ~ the files 
of Dr. Jacob R. Marcus). 
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We are indeed fort unate that the Montgomery commun

ity bae for decades been keenly i nterested 1n tbe histor y of 

their organization. In h1a letter of March 10th, Mr. Loeb 

also mentions that the minutes of his congregation then 

available to blm only went back as far a s 1858 . The A:neri

can Jew1sb Arch1 vea has t he s e minutes, but they are wr1 tte.n 

in German 1n a ddit i on to not real ly e-o ing back far enous h 

However, 0 11 the occasion of' the Diamond Jubilee of the cong

regation, celebrated 1n 1927, a volume was published wit h a 

finely written hist ory o f the congreg~t i on by Charles F. 

Moritz. For bi s treatmen t of the ea rlier history, Mr. Mor

itz must nave ~iad access to s ome add itional documents which 

became lost durine the twen ty years before Mr. Loeb became 

i nterested in a similar project. For exampl e , Mr. Morit z 

g ives tbe exact date of Novembe r 17, 1846 , as the f ounding 

dat e of the assoo1at1on for · he rellef of t he sick. and ~iay 

6, 1849, as t be found ing date of "a s mall chevra o r group . 

who, amids t t be1r new sur r ound1ngs , coul d freel y and un

t ra c ~elled worship the God of t he ir fat hers and keep agl ow 

toe reli~1oue torch of li~bt a nd t r uth. 111 

We shall 11st now t he va rious conflicting data. In 

1937, as part of the celebration of t be congres a t 1on 's 85t h 

a nniver sary, wha t pur port s t o be "a t r ans lation fro m t he 

German o f t ~e o ~i ~i n~l constitut i on of Kahl Montgome r-y , as 

d r a f t e d in 1&52 , 11 
W~ S publ i s hed . 

1cbarl~s F . Mor itz, "Kahl Mont eome r y ," XB.hl Montgom
e r y Diamond Jub ilee ( Mont ~omery : Ka hl Mont gome r y , 1927) p. 12. 



65 

In another letter to Dr . Marcus, Mr . Loeb i nforms 

h1m that Rabb1 Maurice Rtnehln of Dothan, Alabama, "bas 1n 

h1s poeeeeaion a copy o f the Constitution of 1847 o f the 

society known as 'Mebacker Cbol1m'. 111 In that same letter , 

Mr, Loeb notes that "Blue, further, says t hat Kahl Montgom

ery was f ounded 1n 1849 and that a new conet1tutton was pre

pared at t bat t 1.me. 11 

In a contemporary issue of the Occident, Isaac Lee

eer publis hed the follow1~g: 

We have received a letter, under date of May 22nd 
[1847], wn1ch communicat es the f ollow1ns pleas i ng 1n
format1on: -- During tbe month o f J anuary last, several 
Germa n Jews , res i ding a t Mont go:nery, united t he:neelves , 
induced by the praiseworthy exertion~ of Mr. Aaron Eng• 
lander, i n t o a congrega t i on, by t he name of Mebacker 
Chol1m. 2 

As late a s 18 53, t be Occident 1s st i ll referring to 

a congrega t ion 1n Montgomer y cal led Mebacker Chol1m. 3 

How do we reconstruct t he actual hi st or y of the 

Montgo:nery, Al abama, Jewish co'Mlun1ty, and how do we ac

count for these vary1n~ da t e s ? 

I be l i eve that tbe development of t he Mont~omer y 

Jewish communi ty fo ~l owed the standard patte rn out l i ne d l n 

Chapter I I, On November 17. 1846, a preliminary meeting of 

the Jewe of ?,iont rome ry was he l d to dis cus s t he fo rmation of 

11.at t er f r om J ames L . Loeb , Mont gomery , Al abama , to 
Dr. Jacob R. Marcus, March 17, 1947 ( or 1~inal 1n the file s 
o~ Dr . J acob R. Marcu~) . 

2occ 1dent, Vol . 5 , No . 4, July 1847, p. 213. 

3 Ib1d ., Vol. 12 , 18 53, p . 78 . 
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an association for the relief of the sick. This is the date 

given by Moritz for the formation of such a soc1ety;L In 

January 1847, only a litt le over a month after this first 

meeting, tb!e organization for the care of the s1ck vas 

formally bro\1€ht tnto being , g iven a name -- the Mebacker 

Cbolim Society (Society of those who visit the sick) -- and 

a c~nst1tut1on for 1t writ t en. This places the f irst formal 

organization of the Montgomery Jewish co:nmunity in 1847, and 

thereby accounts for the date on the manuscript o f a 25th 

a nniversary celebration memorial ban~t ~ i n the vestry of 

the t emple. We have now to a ccount for the discre pancy 1n 

the Occident. It 1s my belief t hat either Isaac Leaser mis 

understood '-ha t his Montgomery corresnondent was writine to 

hlm ab~ut 1n May 1847, or his corres~ondent misled him. But 

1t was surely t n1s association for the care of the s ick that 

the Occ ident article must have been refer11ins t o as bavi np 

been f0unded i n January 1847 , and not a real congregat ion. 

Mebacker Chol1m would be a very odd name 1ndeed for a cong

regat ion, but would be a perfectly normal and aonronr1ate 

name for an a : soc1at1on for the care of t be s ick. Further 

proo f that Leeeer misunderstood or was betn~ misinfor~ed is 

tha t in 16S3 , long af'ter t he conizrega t1on had ado9ted the 

name "Kahl Montgome ry", he was st i ll referr1r.g to t he Mont 

gomery congregation as Mebacker Cbolim. 

To c on tinue wit h t he de velooroent of the com un 1 t y 1 

1Also Blue' s date. Seep. 63 o f t bi s pape r. 
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on either May 6 (accordins to Moritz) or June 6 (accord ing 

to Blue as quoted i n Loeb's l etter of March lOtb). 1849, the 

Montgomery community came tosether ror worship. Moritz 1s 

right 1n simply calling t his a "small cbevra or group," ra

t her than a c ongregation, even though it i s not impossible 

tha t the group might have called itself "Kahl Montgo.:nery", 

as Blue says. 1 Regarding t he discrepancy in the months be

tween Moritz and Loeb , my belief 1s that both used Blue a s 

his source, and one misquoted him . 

On Apr11 12 , 1852, the Congregation Kahl. Mont gomery 

was formally incorporated and received its charter fr o~ t he 

State. Thie ie tba date that had been obse rved as t he 

f ound ing date of t be c ongr egation , and was a quite natural 

occa s i on for Lhe drawinF up of a new constitut i on . Tbus the 

d iffe rent dates suggested for t he found1n~ of the congrega

t i on may be seen t o be nothing unusual &tall. As we not

iced 1n Chapter II, t he Memphis Jewi s h community began bold-

1n~ d ivine eGrv lcee to~et her 1n 1850 , but d1d not formally 

inco rporate t he i r con~regation until 1e 54.2 The Nashv i l le 

J ew i sh coilh~unity wa s worshipping together at t he lat est in 

1852 . They orean1zed a c ~n~re~at1on 1n 1853 , but did not 

incorporat e 1t until 1854.3 So 1n Montgomery, communi t y 

worship began i n 1849; the congregation was f ounded i n 1852 . 

1s ee t h1s paper, p . 63. 

2 Ibid . , pp. 4f, 

;Ibid ., PP· Sf . 
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But what ~as tbe Mont gomer y congree a t1on like ? Let 

us see what Moritz has t o say about it: 

Tbe c ongregat ion was orthodox 1n mny of 1ta outward 
forms and pract tees, f o r tbe readers, were not only Cba
zanim but Sboc bet1m who killed fowls and cattle accord
i~g to the old Rabbinic l aw . The men wore hat e at ser
v i ce, the women eat apart from the men. The pulpit was 
i n the center of t he house of worsh1o. Tbalet ; im and 
Tefilin were in evidence at the aervice . The dead were 
buried 1n s hrouds . 

On Y..arcb 8 th, 1862, the first permanent synagogue 
was erected on Catoma St .... Ot sen and choir , l he 
first symptoms of refo rm Juda i sm, were 1nstal1ed . 

The 1852 Constitution of Kahl Montgomery , publ1ebed 

i n 1937, also conta i ns some interesting informat i on . Tbe 

system o f f ine s which we have f ound so prevalent a roon- the 

c ~ngre~at 1ons studied, 1e also to be f ound used here. Mem

bers mi ght be fined from f ifty cents t o one de llar for fai l

ure t,o attend a meet i ng of the ooneregation. "Sickness or 

a bsence from t he city on business only can be t aken as an 

excuse ; but absence on pl easure, as hunttng and such w111 

not be taken as an excuee. 112 "Any Member distu rbing the 

.neet 1ng will be liable t o a fine of from 50 cts. t o &5 .00 . 113 

"Any Member wi s hing to addres e tbe meet ing mu s t rise e.nd ad

dress the Chair ln the German langua~e. and only one nerson 

can be allowed to speak a t t he same time. 04 11The proceedings 

of t nia Society s hal l be 1n the German la.ns-uage ."5 11.lny 

Member l eaving the meet1DF , before it ls adjourned by t he 

2•rt1cle 4, Section 2. 

•ut1cle 4, Section 4. 

3Art1cle 4 , Section ; . 

5Art1cle 6 , Section 2 . 



President, without perm1se1on from t he meeting s hall be 
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Members of this Society shall on the New Year and 
Day of Atonement close tbe1r place of busines s, and at 
the Hall spec1f1ed by the President s hall a ttend the Di
vine Service at t he bour a opo l nted, and any Membe r v1o
lat1ns this Art 1c1e shal l be fined the sum ot from $2.00 
to $20 . 00 or be expelled from the Society. Any Member 
betne i n partnership w1th a Chr istian is not compelled 
to close his place of busines s, but he cannot enter 
same; nor a Member who 1s emoloyed as Clerk tn the store 
of a Chr1st1an.2 · 

Would that we could bave some of t he above rules i n 

our congregat ions t oday! 

Aleo of interest 1e t he provis ion for the continued 

r eli gious use of the assets of the cong re@at1on in the event 

t hat tt m1~ht become necessary t or l t to dissolve: 

Four Members s hall be s uff i cient to continue the 
Society, but s hould t here be onl y t hree Me ~be rs, the 
Society shall be d i s solved. 

Should the Society be d1eeolved the l ast three Mem
bers shall transfe r all t heir f unds and ~ccouots and 
D~ede to some Incorporated Congregation. 

There were other Jewish commun i t ies 1o Alabama . In 

Mobile 1n 1859, the re we re a t least three e oin~ congrega

tions, Jude1ng f r om reports about thsm in the Occident , and 

e lsewhere . One of t hem (Dorsbey Zedek?) w&s f oundej 1n 

16 58 as a Refo rm synagoµue. The J ewish Messenger , on June 

4, 18 58, publ 1.a het. a fal rly lene t hy art icl e on "he conse

cration of the new Reform eynaFogue 1n Mob1le. Among the 

i tems was the followin~ news : 

1Ar t1cle 4, Section 5 , 2Ar ttcle 9, Sectton 1. 

}article 11, Sections 1 and 2. 
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The choir was managed by Mr. Bloch, and the organ 
played by Mr. Dietrich. This part of the ceremonies was 
admirably conducted . There was one charming female voice 
in the c boir, but whose we bad no opµortu.n1ty o f learn
ing. 

Sbangarai Sbamay1m Congregation, an Orthodox Portu

guese congreeation, ce•ta1nly d idn't have any of that at 1t s 

dedication 1n 1845. In fac t , they d idn't even have an all 

male c hoir. In a letter to Isaac Leaser, dated January 4, 

1846, David Saloruon wrote concerning the dedicati0n of tbeir 

synagogue on Decembe r 26, 1845: 

The open1ne services were unde r the d1rect1 ~n of Mr . 
Da Sil va f o r me , l y of New York who he.d been a ppointed a s 
reader to t he congregation . In t he absence of a cho1r 
and from the fac t t ha t many a nd i n fact a majori t y of 
ou r members are unacquainted wit h the Portuguese mode of 
read ing , the cerem~nies were very simple and i ncluded 
little mor~ than t he o r d i nary service for t he eve of t he 
Sebbath wit h t he a ddition of a d i s cours e del i vered by 
Col. D. Salomon. 

By January 1860 , th1 e congregation had a religious 

school of seventy pupils and two t ea cters .l 

A t hird congregat ion 1n Mob1le. known as t he Unit ed 

Congrega tion , 1s ment i oned by Lee ser a s hav1n0 100 members 

i n 18 59, a nd a school with 60 pupils rece i vtn~ 1ns t ruct1on 

daily exce pt Frtday . 2 

The Jew i sh commun1 t y of M')b1 l e had a n•Jmber of o t tie:· 

orta ~1za~ 1ons . 1n ~0Q1 1~ t o t ~e r con;reaat1ons. Tr.er~ 

was t be Lad ies' Hebre w Benevolent Soc1° ty , f oanded in 1851, 

and which 1n 1860 could boast of having s ome f ifty- four mem-

1The Occ ident, 860, vol . 17. p . 270. 

2 Ibid. , 1859 , vol . 17 , p. 228. 
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bere. 1 There was also a Mob ile Hebrew Relief Association 

(Chebrah de-Biclrur Cholim Ugem1luth Chasahd1m), whose con

st itution and by-la ws Leeser published in 1859. 2 And so 

t hat all of t heir orge.nizat i ")nal efforts l=houl dn 't be on t l~e 

dismal side , on J une 10 , 1860, t he Jews of Mobile found ed e 

Literary and Social Un1on.3 Though lack i ne t he availab i lity 

of detailed minute books for thi s community , we may yet con

c lude t hat tbe1r activ1t 1es were me.ny and varied , and like

wise t heir rel1~ious f eelings, judg in - f r om the t h ree c on~

regat i ons tbat the community s u ~no rted . 

We have i nfo rmation also about a t hriving J ewish 

community i n Cla iborne, Al abam& during t be period of t h is 

study, but 1t, a s well as t he town i tself, was dest ined t o 

be short-lived , The com.muri1ty was built around t he rich 

ilabama River traff ic. When t he railroads suoolant ed t h i s 

river traff ic. Claiborne pract1cally went out o:' e xist ence . 

However , 1n 1853, a c ~n - rev~tion was f ~rmed , and t he fif

t een 111embers thereof enga~ea Rev. Leo't>old Maa s , lately 

fro::i Europe , as t he1 r hazan , sboc het and mohel. 4 

1 
lE.!.£. ' p. 12 and o . 264. 

2 ~-. p . 78. 
3 18 60, vol. 1e , 100 . Ibid . , p. 

41£12. .• 1853, vol. 11, p. 156 . 



VII. CONCLUSION 

Bef ore closing t h is study, it i s necessary to adduce 

a few more fact s , wh ich, due t o t he scanty nature of thei r 

s ources , did not lend t he:nsel vee t o expans1 ve t i·ea tment 

elsewhere 111 t his paper, but i,·h: cb nevert heless should be 

made known. 

One of the se is a desc r i ptio n of t he Na shville Jew

i sh com~uni t y, taken from t he ded i ca tion or og r a m o~ Ohabal 

Sholo:n' s new temole build ing . Yo•..1 will recal l t hat we have 

alr eady mentioned that the community or~an1 zed a Hebre w 

Benevolent Society in l d51 and a con-re~at1on 1n 18 53:l 

Prior t o t he year 1868 the enti r e J ewish popula tion 
of Nashville composed one congregation and had for it s 
place of wo r e h1p a dwelling located on Second Avenue, 
North, Just beyond the L.& N. Ra i lroa d station. The 
entire membership was of the u l tra Orthodox fai t h . 
About the year 1868, a handful o f n~w men dec ided to 
organize one based on Refor m ideas. 

An? t ner i tem concerns t he Jewish commun ! t y of Port 

Gibson, Mi ss i ssi ppi. From t here, we have onl y a t h i n 

Treasure r' s Re port Book from 1855 to 1669. However, Cong

rega tion Gem11uth Chesed was not f ounde d until 1659 , a c 

co rdlne t 0 t hat book , ano s i nce they d i d n ~t start coll ect

ing a bur ial gr ound tax until 1367 , one w~nde r s what t he 

1See thls paper , 9 P · 5t , 
2 

Dedicat ion o f t be Temole, (Nashvill e : Congr egation 
Ohaba1 Sholom, 1955), 
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one wonders what tbe treasurer was col l ecting money for from 

1855 to 1859~ One can only guess, but stnce bot h congrega

tion and burial servtces are rul.ed out, sick care and educa

tion remain as poes 1b111ties, both of'Wh1ch voul1 have nrece

dent i n other congregations or the area. 

In looking over the structure and runcttons of the 

communities studied here , one can only murmur a oproval or 

the sem1-com1c statement that "wherever you have two Jews, 

you have three op1n1ons . " We have notice d that wi thin the 

area of the Old Southwest, during t he same period of time, 

tha t ts, primari l y be tween 1840 and 1860 , we bad Sephar dic 

Orthodox cong regations, Ashkenezic Ort bod ox congr egat t ons, 

and Reform congregations . We saw tha t t his c ond1t 1:m was 

likewise true within the one ctty of Mobile, Alabama. Nor 

was t here any consistency i n the tyoe of new con~regat1on 

t hat was just being sta rted. Beth Is rael C~ngre~at1on of 

Macon, Georgia , f ounded 1 1 1659 , was t o be f o r e ver Ger man 

Or t bodox , wh i l e a new Ref? r ~ c ~ngrega tion had been f ounded 

1n Mobi l e , Al abama jus t the year befo re . Of t he t ~eolog1cal 

op i n i ons of the J ews o f t he 016 Sout hwest . we rous t conclude 

t nat there we re a wi de va r iety of oo1n1ons . 

One a soect o · J ewish 11 f e t hat did not rece i ve muc h 

treat ~ent i n t he body o: t ni s s t udy was t hat of ph1lant brooy . 

By and lar~e , a ll o ! these com Jun lt1e s ~ere recei vinf zon

stant r equest s fo r aid f o r t he1r b rethr en e lsewhe r e i r. th i s 

country ano t h roug hout t be world . which t hey answe red to t he 

best of the l r abi lity . Mos t of the c~mmunltles had benevo-
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lent societies, which t ook care of t heir own indigent, and 

were res ~ons i ble for contr1but1ons to other needy communi

ties a s well . l t wee a source of pride to the Commi tte~ on 

Benevolence of the Hebrew Benevolent Society o f Savannah 

that it could report that in the year 1860 , it expended 

~205.12 in vari ous charities, but only $82.12 of that sum 

for tbe relief o f l ocal needy resi~ente , the ba lance being 

for transient Jews. 1 

Aside from i n format i on c~ncerni~g the i ndividual 

congregation~ and communit i es, perhaos the most Bifrn ificant 

a t.d general item t hat bas arisen from t h1s study i s t he pat

tern of development of a Southwestern Jewish commun ity 1n 

the nineteenth century, t hat 1s, its bee 1nning orE£a nizat1on 

for s ome purpose other than worship , such a s burial , sick 

car e or e ducat ion, the exnansion into general charity, t he 

occas i onal m~et1ng for praye r , and then the final formation 

of a relig i ons congregatton. 

1The Occident, 1861, vol . 18 , p . 256 . 
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