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Samson 'ilolf Rosenfeld (1782-1862) was rabbi of Uehlfeld, 

and later of Bamberg, Bavaria. He was a follower of l\iiendels­

sohnian ideas of enlightenment, believing that the Jews must 

become Hcivilized" if they were to become respected by the 

Gentile world. To this end, he sought to reform Judaism, in 

order to make it more a·ttract.ive to the Jews, who would then 

be brought more firmly under its good influence;. he did this 

also so ·that J"udaism might become a more respected religion. 

His refor.ms, slight enough by modern st.andards, were always 

made on the basis o±" Jewish t.radition. His most significant ... 
11 reformrt was the preaching of German sermons, which he began 

il1 1812 or 1813. He was the first Bavarian rabbi ·to preach 

regularly in German., and one of the f;irst, or possibly even 

the very first, :rabbis to do so :in all Germany. He was the 

first HABBI of whom I know who was i11. a:ny way corniected. ·with 

Heform J·udaism; after his earlier years were past, however, 

other rabbis far surpassed h:im in the extent of their reforms. 

Ultimately he is perha:ps more sign:t:E'icant for Conservative 

t.han for :aeform Judaism. 

:tlosenfeld war~ the foremost Bavarian J:'ighter for Jewish 

emancipation, ·writ,ing many petitions to the Diet on this 

subject. He war...; the first rabbi in modern history to send 
) 

such a pe-tition to a parliament. He established the first 

modern J·ewish newspaper in the German language, and. eciited a 
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large Christ.ian devot:Lonal work for Jewish use. 

While he was neither as original nor as learned as many 

of t.he later German Heform rabbis, yet in his early days he 

stood head and. shoulders above his colleagues, 11.aving gained 

by self-study a considerable secular educat.ion, whic:t1 made 

him far superior to those ·t.rained only in talmudic dialec·t.ic. 

He was known as the 11Nestor11 of the modern Bavarian rabbis. 

In his young·er years he suffered for his modernity· bei11.o· 
' C:> 

placed under the ban by the Bet-Din of B'uerth because of his 

attitudes. He did not heed the ban, under which he lived for 

over fort;)r years, but forged ahead, speaking his mind and 

acting courageously, becom:ing a successful and respeo·t.ed rabbi 

in Israel. 
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PREB1ACE 

'Ehe Bowling Green, Kentucky, 11 Courier 11 , quoting an item 

from the Louisville, Ken-tucky, HCourier-Journal11 , for a 

date early in November, 1898, states, in reporting the 

death of my great-grandfather, l\iorris Hosenfeld: 

• •• He came of a family of scholars, his father having 
been t.he first reformed Rabbj. in Europe ••• 

Morris Hosenfeld was ·the son of Habbi Samson Wolf Hosenfeld, 

. the subject of this study. 1rhere has always been a tradition 

iD; our family that the rabbi was, as the "Couriex·-Journal11 

put j;t, 11 the first reformed Habbi. 11 

When I came to the Hebrew Union College, and found tha·t 

·the name of Ho senf eld. was utterly unknown, my faith in family 

traditions was a bi't shaken. The present study, therefore, 

is an attempt (I hope not too biased) to invest:Lgate Ho sen-
1• 

feld 1 s career with a view to ascertai.r.1ing vihat place, :if any, 

he holds in the ranks of the Heform rabbis. The results, if 

no·t any"t~hing cataclysmic, may at. least prove instructive and, 

I hope, interesting. 

Among otl1ers, my thanks are due to B.ev. Dr. Max Vogelst,e:in, 

who has been of :Lnest.imaole help to me in surmount:ing language 

difficulties, and in transcribing man.uscripts written in 

German script. He is chiefly responsible for the interpretation 

of the material) given in Appendix B. I also thank: my aunt, 

l11lrs. Max Sabel, of Louir:iville, Kentucky, for malcing available 
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to me a nurii.ber of pert,inent Hosenfeld f'amily documents, vrhich 

11.ave been mos·t useful; l~ev. Dr. Jacob H. Marcus, for his 

guidance and encouragement,; the Hebrew Union College Library, 

for their willing assist,a:nce, among the staf'f of which I must 

especially thank Miss Ji'rieda Englander for so patiently and 

pleasantly aiding me at every turn; a:nd my wife, who has 

b.elp0~d with tne details of preparing the :t'inal copy. 

H. B. E:. 

Cincinnati 

April 27, 1948 

L__ 
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CHAP'l'EH I 

IN1rRODUCTORY 

Bavaria., Germarry, in the days o:f." Samson Wolf Rosenfeld' s 

boyhood, during the closing years of ·t.he 18th century, was 

sti11 socially and intellectually a medieval land. The French 

Revolution (1789) was soon to come, however, and great changes, 

which would drastically revise man's outlook upon ·the world and 

his place therein, lay immediately ahead. During these ye.ar:-s 

Bavaria was an electorate, as it. had. been for centuries. 'rhe 

elector, Iviaximil:lan IV Joseph, who succeeded to office in 1799, 

and his trusted minister, Max Josef von Mont.gelas, were ·to 

bring a new interpre·t.a:tion to ·the theory of government, for 

these were 11 enlightened11 men, who looked upon power as a fo1"'ce 

to be wi:elded not for private gain, bu·t for the public good. 

Under their tutelage Bavaria 'began to grow from a ra:ther pet.·t.y 

state into a power• of considerable, even if not o:t' first-rate, 

signif'icau.ce. In 1803 the ancient bishopric of Beirnberg (about 

which much more later) was annexed by Bavaria, which at about 

the same time was further enlarged by the accession of ot.her 

small and. hit,herto independent, Franconian states, such as 

A.nsbach. In celebration of his increased impor·tmce the elec­

tor, in 1805 ,) had himself proclaimed King Maximilian I. He 

would have continued t.o rule in his enlight,ened but conserva­

tive manner, had not t.he revolutionary influences of the 

Napoleonic cempaib:JTis compelled him to gra:nt, a constitution in 
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1808. Th~ consti·tution provided. for a legislative asr:;embly, 

but this was never convened: evidently the king was strong 

enough, after gran.tj.ng this charter, to see that it did not 

in eny wey- serve ·t,o endanger his regal position (1). 

Nox- were the Jews unaffected by the new spirit, devoted 

to the dignit,y and riglrts of man, which had emerged out of' 

the French :.Revolution. In the breasts of: t.hese down-trodden 

people, who were in no sense citizens o:f the state, bu·t 

rather 11 Sc:hut.zjuden11 , 11prot.ected Jews 11 .. practj.caJ.ly speaking, 

possessions of the Crown - vague stirrings toward the ideal of' 

freedom began to be made manifest. (As early a.s February 14, 

1792, a Jewish petition for emancipation was given t.o the 

government. 'by three Jews of Fuerth, Bavaria's largest Jewish 

communit .. y, in the name of that c:omrn.unity and the rest of 

li1reneonian Jewry (2). ~)The elector wae not. entirely unrecep·t,ive 

to such ideas, but, he could not go all the way with the demar1ds. 

of this J·ewish petition. He evinced his friendliJ.1.ess and good 

resolves by declaring on January 26, 1801 ·t.hat to him 11 the 

t'atherly wish had become intense ·to make some sort of arrange­

ment for ·t.his unfortunate class of people, which is pr:esent in 

considerable numbers in the electoral domains, from which domains 

the;>r can no longer be excluded without .. being unjust and inhumane, 

so tha:t:; ·t,hey will gradually become useful cit,izens 11 (3). 

But, it would be a long time before the Jews became cit.izens 

iii. the full sens~ of the word. However, a beginning was made in 
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t.he :first decade of the 19th century, a period during which 

humanitarian idealism blossomed forth in Bavaria, as else­

where. As a prelude, civil freedom was grant.ea. to all 

Christian denominations on January 10, 1803 (4) $ The public 

schools, which for the most part were closed to Jewish child­

ren (5) , were opened to them in 1804; in. 1805 Jews were per­

mitted to enlist in the militia, and in 1808 ·the J'ewish poll­

tax. wa5 aboli$hed (6). But not until 1849 would a Jew (Mor­

genstern) be elec·ted ·to the Diet ('7); and complete civil 

rights were ·to wait unt,il after Bavaria joined the German 

Dnpire, and accepted the imperial constit.ution of' 1872 (8). 

Only in Bavaria's Hhenish Pal.ati.nate did the Jews throughout, 

this era enjoy the civil rights ·they had att,a.i.ned under 

Napoleonic rule (9). 

Voices from ·t:.he Jews seeking eman.cipa:tion increased gra-

dually af·ter the first Fuei ... th petition. In 1803 Elkan Henle, 

of t,hat city, published anonymously an artiele "About the 

Irn:provement1 of Juda.ism''; in 1811 he had the distinct.ion of 

being ·the first Bavarian Jew to publish a brochure on eJnan­

eipation. This brochure, writt .. en in a moder-.a. enlight.ened man­

ner, and dedicated to Mont.gelas, was called 11 About. the Condi­

tion of the Jews in the Kingdom of Bave.ria, a:nd their Better­

ment for the )Welfare of the Ste:t.e'' (10). But, if the Ii
1uerthers 

had taken the firs·t steps toward Jewish freedom, it was the 

Munich communi·t,y (Munich was ·the capital of Bavaria) which 
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stood. unreservedly for ·the new humanitarianism, and which 

played a leading role in this fight whieh was to last more 

tha:n. half' a cen·tury. 1fhey peti·tioned the ldn.g f'or equa1 

rights on April s, 1812 (11). 'rhe Jews of Bamberg, which 

also had a prominent Jewish eom.rnunity, followed Munich's lead. 

wi·th a similar pet.iti0n, on Ja:o.uary 22, 1813 (12). 

The governmexrt 1 s answer to ·these requests from Munich and 

Balliberg was {he Ediet of June 10, 18135 a doci.unent w11i.cl1 was 

supposed to be ·transitional and temporary, in accordance with 

tlie government,' s theory of 11 civilizingn the Jews gr·adually, a 

document, which pleased no one, because i·t was at one and the 

{/ 

same time both encouragingly modern and appallingly medieval (13). 

Its more import.ant points rm'.l. as follows: 

1. Only t.hoee Jews who have legally receive¢!. the right, of 
J•esidence may become ci·tizens. 

2. For the enjoyment of eivil rights, Jews mus·t :register in 
the Jewish Register. 

3. To this end, wi·th:in t,hree moll'ths all Jews must appear at. 
their local police station and give ·the following information: 
address, age, number in the family (14), occupati0n; and they 
must turn in their various let.ters o'f p:rotect,:lon, perrni·ts and 
residence licenses • 

4,. '.rhe po lie e, if. they :t'ind these papers in good order, are 
to ask the J"ew: 

1 •. If he has not a f'arnily surname already, does he wish to 
talte one, and if $0, what surname does he choose? 
2.. Whether he wishes to take the oath of citizenship as 
prescribed in the constj.tution. 

) 

5. Jews are not. permitt,ed to choose the nsmes of no·ted fami-
lies, or such as are already common. Jews who opera·te businesses 
mey retain. their former name, but. must add the new surname to it,. 

7. The Jew mu~rt tak.e t.he oath of cit,izenship on t,he Bible. He 
is to receive a new documen-t to t,alce the place of his former 
letter of prot.ection. 
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9. The Jew must use his new name in all his a:f.'f airs. 

10. Jews -who do not. comply wi·th this edict are to "be t.reat,ed 
as foreign Jews. 

11. Immigration and settling of for•eign Jewfl!l in Bavaria is 
f'oi·bidden. 

12.. The number of Jewish families in the places where such 
exist must not be :increased, but if' :Lt, is too large, ought, 
rather to be graaually decreased. 

13. The right of domicile f'or Jewi·sh families in a.ddi tion t.o 
the number ·to be determined by i.ihe Jewish Register, o:r the 
right of domieile for Jews in places where no Jews live at 
present, is to be granted only by the Crovvn, and only on the 
basis 0£ the following condi't~iona: 

l. to Jews who establish factories or ii~holesale firms. 
2. to Jews who adopt a suit.able handicraft, pr"oviding 
they have master-workmen's certif.ic~tes. 
3. to Jews who ha.ve bought su:f'f'icient land to support. 
themselves wholly through agricult,ure. 
Exclusions: The purchase of a trifling property, as for 

. inst.an.ce a. house without fields, or a house without, ad.op­
tion of a sui·table heJ.1.dicraf't, or the establishment of an 
ordinai·y warehouse or sales booth, or the pursuit of 
another, even though permitited, business - - these acts 
do not suffice to give a Jew permission to receive ~he 
right of domicile either in the place where he is living 
in addition ·to the 11no:rmal count0 , or in e:ay other place. 

\\.14. Jews wishing to get. marr~.e~. must give up peddlery for 
some legally acceptable trade. ) . 

15. Various regulations ca.J.culat.ed to wean the Jews awey- from 
peddling. 

20. Peddling is not grounds for receiving the right of domieiJ.e. 
The only Jews who may continue to peddle are ·t.ho se who e.J..reaey 
do ·so, and who are unable to learn a suitable tr a.de. 

21. The· Jewish Corporations are dissolved. ('l1hese were the 
former Jewieh bodies politic.) 

22. The Jews nb longer constitute a iaeparate communi·ty, but are 
one with tb.e non-Jews. 
·J ..• 
23. Full i"eligious freedom is assured to the Jews, who const.itut,e 
a. private church organization. 
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24:. Wh.e1•eve1" there a:re 50 Jewish families, the Jews mey 
organize a congregation; if, furthermore, there is a police 
station, then the .Jews ma;y have a synagogue, a :r."abbi and a 
cemet.ery .. 

25. Where there are not enough Jews to cons·ti·tut.e a con­
gr•ega:tion, the Jews may not hold services in their homes; 
they are pe:.rmitted only pr:tvat,e medit,ation. Where there is a 
synagogue, no one other than the rabbi or his recognized 
substitute may exerc:i.se religious f\u.1.ct.ions • 

26. When rabbinical positions are ·to be :filled, the members 
of the congregation wi:L1 propose some rabbi, who will then be 
exruninecl by the district governmental authorities. On the 
basi~ of' this examination he will be either confj,rmed or re­
jected. N.9

1
rabbi is ·to be dismissed without government,c;U.. 

approval.. ' 

27. Rabbin.a.cal aspirants must: 
1. be royal subjects, enumerated in the Jewish H.egister. 
2.. know Ger·man, ano. be well educated. 
3. not be usurers or in bankruptcy, and must be of good 
moral cha!'acter·. 

28. The rabbi must. take an oath ·that he will not teach any­
thing detr:i.men-taJ. to the state, and that he will not belong 
to any f'oreit.,rxJ. organizatj.on. 

29. Points 26, 27 and 28 apply also to all present :rabbis. 

30. 'rhe rab:bi no longer has the right to decide cases of law. 
He shall st.ick to religion. · All laws of ·t.he lcingdom a:ppzy to 
the Jews, except when these are contradicted by special laws 
concerning tb.e Jews. 

32. Jewish chilClren are to a·t.t,end ·t11e pu.blic schools, and. ax·e 
permitted to attend thEi higher schools if they wish. 

33. Jews may est .. ablish their own secular schools for their 
children, provided they employ modern, educated, approved tea­
chers, who must receive a minimum salary of 300 Gulden. 

34 .. · .Any Jew wishing to be confirmed as a rabbi must have a dip­
loma from a g~11rm.as i um ( 15) • 

The Edict of 1813 was intended by the goverrunen t to be 

· forwerd-loolcing. They wished to educa:t.e the ,Jews, and have t .. hem 
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enter what they considered more 11productiveu trades than ped­

dling. But, if Jewish social and intellectual betterment was 

i=>rovided ·for in the point,s concerning education of' the young, 

and of Jewish teachers and rabbis, Jewish prestige was crushed 

by the laws concerning the 11normal count" and ·the 11right of 

domicileu (16). The Jew who was not included in ·t,he "normal 

count.11 could have no right of domicile. Hence he could no·t 

marry, or fouri.d a family; he was condemned either to celj.bacy 

or emigration (17). Al'though enlightened, the monsrch was not. 

sufficiently modern to permit the Jews to increase their number•; 

the laws against such increase haVf) oft,en been called 11 Pharaonic 11
• 

Similar legislation was enacted by the Austrian Crown concer-ning 

the Jews of Bohemia., Moravia and Silesia (18). It was not easy 

to get, a place on ·t.he 11normal count.11 , and so be able to lead a 

normal life. lf someone within this 11 coun·tn died, then his 

place was open for aspirants. The eldest sou had. the right to 

inherit his father• s place in the "count" (19). If he did not. 

cla:i..m tJ:;d.s position, others migrrt seek it, but they were often 

forced to pay up to 1000 Gulden for the privj.lege, :l.n a.ddit.ie:m 

to a 30 Gulden tax (20) • lAbou·t hal.f of Bavarian J·ewish youth, 

realizing that "only beh:l.ncl the hearse of a certifica.te ... holcler 

cou.ld they· arrange tb.eir own bridal chamber", emig-r:;;1.ted ·to the 

United States cl111r:l.ng the years 1813-1850. These were generally 

the cleverest and mof'.rt iambi tious young people, who, beside dep­

riv:ing Bavaria of their abilities, often took with them consi ... 
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V derable sums of money, which proved an incalculable injury 

to the state (21.) ) 

Nor was it easy for the Jews suddenly to become farmers, 

ai"'tisans or manufacturers, and. thus acquire supernumerary 

positions over the "normal countu. The government~ sought t.o 

change Jewish economy overnight; bu·t the J·ews, being only 

human, were unable to make this cataclysmic change. /~'1 Americ~, 
' ( 

on the · ot .. her hand, they could pursue their sma.11 businesses and 

their peddling without governmental inter.f er~ence. F01." t;he young 

::.::t::::~:~0:erla presented by 
far the easier and more 

Many Jews early appreciat,ed the backwardness of ·these rest-

riet,ive ·decrees, among ·t.hese Rosenfeld, the subject of our 

st.ua.y, who. was to battle them throughout his life, and in old 

age ·to glory in their removal, in 1861, the yeax• before his 

death (22). But at the ·time only a few Jews had a. clear comp­

rehension of the good points of the Edict, of 1813, and saw how 

they might be applied beneficially to J·ewish life. Rosenfeld was 

one of ·these few: as he fought the edict's restr:lctive decrees, 

so did he champion ·t,he new social and intellectual life which it 

made possible (23),/ 

Mos:t of the Jews did not unders·tana. the new 11 spirit, of the 

tirnes 11 . becai..1se tl1ey lived in a world unto themselves; to them, 

the world at l~ge was 0 terra inco,gnita.11 • Not even the rabbis, I the<?_retfoally the best educated among the Jews, knew much about 

I what was going on: they read the 1ralmud and ·the Responsa, but 
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not the governr:nent publications which he1 .. alded the 0 new era" (24). 

I . . Most. of :those rabbis who did have an inltling of the changes 

l . which t.he early 19th century was bringing viewed t.hese changes 
' 

I 't·· 

with alarm, and preferred to remain rooted in the past. (25). 
,.--

(As late· as t.he 1840 1 s, indeed, ·~wo pillai:•s of orthodoxy, Baro-

. wex•ger of Wuerzburg end Dr. li'euchtwanger of Oet·tingen, appealed 
\ 

to the king NOT to grant the J·ews complete emancipation (26) L. ) 

':Che laity, following the ra"t?bis' lead, were af'raid to send 

their chi.letren to the Geiman schools, believing ·t.hat thiei 

would be the first s·t.ep ·toward ·t,he downfall o.f Judaism (27). As 

for the trat1i ti.ona1 Jewish schools, these were in a very degraded. 

state. 1ir.rhere were no competent teachers or rabbis who under­

stood the clifficulties of ·the age. T.t:i.e r<iobis, mos·tly of the old 

school, :i,gnorant of the language of the land, :t'em•ful of the new 

werld about. them, opposed all Change for the be t.t.er. , (instruct.ors 

in the villl:iiges were hopelessly incompet .. ent11 (28). They were 

contemp·t.uously ca11ed. "Lehrer de:i:· B.inder und Schla.eahter der 

Kinder'' (''teachers o:f' ox.en and butchers of children") by Judah 
. . 

Loeb Benzeeb, the Hebrew grammarian, a radical of' t.he Mendels-

sohnian school (29).) .l!iJJ;y' Jew, therefore, who wished to become 

ea.uca·ted, eithe:r had to teach himself or employ a p:riv·ate tuto:i:·. 

Few of. ·t.hose who did study did so more than super:ficiaJ.ly; most 

flitted about from one subject to another. Out, of the multitude, 

a few well educated self-taught men, such as Nachman Krochmal 

and_Salomon ;rudah Loeb Rappopo:rt stand out. With these must also 

be reckoned Rabbi Samson Wolf ]~osenf'eld, to whose life and works 

we now turn our attention (30). 

-~ 
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CHAPTER II 

AN OlJTLINE OF ROSEISYFEW' S LIFIU 

Rosenfeld1 s father was Hirsch Loew Rosenfeld (l) of the 

little town of Markt Uehlfeld, in the Hezat .. dist.rict of Ba­

varia (2). For some 40 years he served as a member of the 

boa.rd of directors of ·the Uehlfeld Jewish congregation (3), 

during much of which time he was President (ParnO$S) (2). 

Hirsch Loew was a merchai1t, and was, unlike most Jews of his 

day, a rich man, and high1y respect.ad. (3). He is said to 

have been a learned ·talmudist and a deeply pious man. He 

was noted in his neighborhood for his clarity of mind and his 

hones·ty. Not, only was he rich, but he stood out, in anot.her• 

respects he was one of that small minority of Jews who. were 

free of the dau."l<:, stifling spirit of Orthodoxy which at ·t,he 

time dominated Jewish life, repressing every modern thou~ht (4). 

He died in 1822 ( 4a) • 

On the maternal sia.e, Rosenfeld' s great.-g:randf ather was 

Rabbi David ben Joel Disbeok (also Dispeck, Dishbeck) (5), 

(1723-1794) (6). Disbeck was educated at Fuerth, becoming 

11 deyyanu (judge) there in 1767; in 17'71 he was rabbi of 

Mering and the Schwarzwald; in 1778 he headed the nyeshiba'' 

in Metz; and in 1785 he became rabbi of Baiersdor•f' and Bey-­

reuth (7). lie is best known for his ••J?erde~ David", published 

in Sulzbach in 1786 (8). Although Rosenfeld' s biographer Klein 

called "Pardes David" a book of Responsa (9), it is in fact, a 
i . collection of the sermons he delivered in the various congTe-
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gations of his circuit rabbinate in the Hohenzollern-Hechingen 

area (probabJ:y while he was rabbi of' Mering Ellld ·the Schwa:r z-
.. 

wald). These sermons are arranged according to the weekly 

Torah portion (10) • 

Rosenfeld' s maternal grandfather (who eviden·tly married 

Dis beck 1 s a.aught .. er) was Rabbi Salomo Samson ( 11) who, like 

his fat.her-in-law, was rabbi of Baiersdo:i:•f au.d Beyreu·th., although 

he took over these posi t:i.ons at an ee.rlj.er date, probably 

short,ly after 1758. At the begj.nning of his tenure he lived in 

Baier$dorf, but moved his residence to Bayreuth some t:ime 

between 1763 and J.771 (12). 

Sara Samson Rosenfeld, the mo·Gher• df the subject of our 

study, lived at least until 1819 (13). She was a very clever 

and pious woman, who took gTea.t pride in her well reared chil­

dren (14). HosenfeJ.d, even in his old age, still worshiped his 

mother 1 s memory, feeling ·that she, as a. God-fearfa1g woman pos­

sessed of every female virtue, had cont~:r·ibuted much to his own 

spiritual developmen-t. (15). 

1rhe wealthy B.osenfelds had ten children (16), five sons (17) 

a:nc1 five daughters. The sons all lived in Uehlfeld for a long 

time, and were considered the elit,e of the (Jewish congregation 

:/ (17). ( 11 Thank God", wrote Rosenfeld in 1822, 11no one in my 

family peddlesL" (18) .. 'Pne of the sons was Simon Hirsch Hosen­

feld, who, by appo intmedt 0£ J"uJ.y 29, 1815, had become a lieu-

... tenan:t. in ·t,he Neustadt Battalion of the militia, something which 

was rather an achievemen:t, in those days (1'7). 
' -
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Of Rabbi Rosenfeld' s wife we know little, save ·t.hat she 

was from the town of Biedenbach, and that her given name began 

with ''F". She died young in June, 1824, leaving the rabbi to 

raise her four mot.her less children. She was very 'beaut.iful, 

and was a pious, virtuous woman. All that we know of her is 

contained in a poem about. her, written by a. friend of the family, 

one Nikolaus Paulus of O'berhoeehstaed.t, on the occasion of her 

dea:th. Paulus mai.y well have been a non-Jew; if so, this t,ri­

bute :l.s rare indeed, and. speal<:s well for the Rosenfeld :f' amily 

(19). · There is n9 record of Rosenfeld' s ever having remarried, 

although he was only 41 at the time of his wife's death. 

(we know U1e names of only two of Hosenfeld• s four children: 

Moses and Jet.te (Yet.-ta). Moses (also lmo-wn as Max and Moritz, ' \ 

and in the United s·tates as Morris) was born in Uehlfeld on 

April 4, 1818, and was given a good education. In 1851 he came 

to Louisville, Kentucky, where he went. into business and married 

Bert.ha Liebe1"lllan, a young won1an also from Bavaria. He was Presi­

dent of one of ·the Jewish temples in Louisville (probably Adath 

Israel). He died on Novemq~er 3, 1898, follow:tne his wife t.o the 
' i 

grave by exactly one week. /Abram, his son, was my grandf'ather (20). 

Jet.te married Dr. Josef Klein in 1841. Klein was born in Memrnels­

dorf, · and was rabbi of Sto:lp in Pomerania, and later of Glogau 

(o:i:· · Gross-Glogau) in Silesia. He evidently took his rabbinical 

training und~r H.osenfeld while the latt.er was rabbi of Bamberg, 

and there met and loved his daughter. While a studerrt in Bamberg, 

he assisted Georg Riegler and Adam Martinet. in the preparation of 
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thei1"' Hebrew grammar, 11Hebraeische Sprach-Schule 11 • This gr:5m.ma:r, 

published in Bamberg in 1835 by two Cs:tholie professors at the 

Hoyal Bavarian Lyceum il1 that ·cit.y, was the first book ever pub­

lished there which employed Hebrew t,ype (21). Another son of 

Rabbi Rosenfeld is thought to have been a professor, but :Lt j_s 

not kno\m vi.here ( 20) • 

(Rosenfeld had a nephew, Sir.non K. Hosenfeld, who died in 

Philadelphia on August 11, 1854. He wrote an article, just befo:r•e 

his death, for Isaac Leeser• s 11 0ccident11 , w:hich stir:i:•ed up con .. 

siderable con·troversy. The ru'.'tiele was a 3evere cri·ticism of 

Isaac M. Wise' e 11Hisrtory of the Israelj;tish Nation'', and was 

signed by 11 Sendro M.elfonsi11 , a. scrambling of ·the le-t·ter s conS'ti­

t.u t.ing ''Simon Hosenfeld". Leeser wrote t.hat Rosenfeld had pre-

viously belonged to ·~he Hef'orm party, but that he had, befor•e 

his death, ret.u:r·ned ·to Orthodoxy (22).) There were numerous o·ther 
I 

Rosenfeld descendants, some of whom moved to N'u1"emberg a:nd Fuert.h; 

they are said to have been distinguished. by their education arid 

indust,ry ( 23) • 

Samson Wolf Rosenfeld was born on December 31, 1782 (24), in 

Markt Uehlfeld, very near Neustadt-on-the-Aisch, ·the birthplace 

of Elijah Levita, the well-known grammarian and instruc·tor of 

Christiai1·H~braists, who was born in 1469 (?..5). As early as his 

third year, ·t.he future rabbi was sent for Hebrew lessons to a 

Rabbi Simon, or ")Shirnmele11 , who used the then current. pedagogica.1 

met:.ho..Q. called "An angel throws''. The teacher, like an unseen 

angel, would t,brow candy over the pupil's head as a reward for 

attention r:.md good behavior. The boy progressed rapidly, disp-
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laying an excellent mind and an insatiable desire to leaI'Il (26). 

At four- he was transferred ·to a Rabbi Jacob, la:ter associate 

rabbi in .Hegensburg, under whom he studied Bible translation. 

This instruction began, according to the advice of the Midrash, 

with the book of Levit.icus, which was considered best adapted to 

li ter2u ·translation by the young. Rabbi Jacob was quicl<:-tempered, 

and did not spare the vinegar-soal<:ed. rod, with wh:l.ch he was 

particularly a.dept .. on Thursdeys, when, as was eustomary in the 

old 11 chadarimu, reviews and examinations were held., Ho senfeld., 

in his old age, delighted in telling how he never had felt. the 

evil rod. When Ra.bbi Jacob met, him y~ars lat.er, as a boy of 

fifteen, noting his ta.1mudic ability, he exctla:i.med: "You• ll 

re ally amount to somethingL 11 ( 27) • 

At seven yea.rs of' age Rosenfeld was sent to Baiersdorf' to 

a Rabbi Ischai to begin his taJlnudic studies, which started 

wit.h UMakko't/1 ("Whippings").. 11 But ru' Hosen:t'eld used to say' 

11never received any 'mal<:ltot.• ". In his second week wit,h Rabbi 

Ischai Rosenfeld so de:Light,ed his t,eacher by a questj.on he had 

<asked tha·t the latter cried out joyfully: "By my lif'el You 

have correctly understood Maharsho' s ( 28) 'kashya1 111 (Talmudic 

problem). At nine, ·the lad re·turned home to study under a 

pr•ivate tu.tor. His fat.her• taught .. him 1.L'almud and the tutor 

instruc:-ted him in Bachya• s "Duties of the Heart" and l\!Iaimonides' 

11 Guide ·to the \perplexed", which he was no·jj onzy ahle to translate, 

~ut. also to understand. He s-tudied the Hebrew text of thEl" whole 

Bible, something then rare among talmudic student,s, and. he knew 

l_ _ _::_c· ._._:j,_ .... .._~--

/ 
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the Psalms by heart. At -this ·t;,ime he was already proficient, 

enough in 1raJmud to work ·through entir.•e tracta:tes, together wit.h 

all the conrmerrta:ries, without any help. at all .. 

{His last home tutor was Rabbi Salomon of Sebwabacb ( "Ueb 

Bal.me Schwobboch"), later a teacher in Abelsdorf. 11Heb Salme 11 

i/ used ·~o consume vast quantities of beer while teaching bis 

charges, a:nd he had the misfortune to die on Purim; whereupon 

a ·talmudie wag remarked doleful~: "Shikker the whole year, 

but sober on PurimL 11 ) Rabbi Sa.lom.o'n helped Rosenfeld digest md 
} 

solidify the lea:rnili'.g he had already gained, so that when 5.t 

came time for his 11 Bar Mi tezva:b.11 , he was able to compose, accor­

ding ·t.o the old custom, a Hebrew speech which lasted over a:n 

hour (29). Rabbi Salomon now declared, wi·th that modesty which 

is said to have ·typified the teachers of his a.cay, that he no 

longe1• suff'iced for the needs G:f' his pup:i.l. 

At the request o:f.' t11e senior Rosenfeld, he took t..he youth 

to ·t..b.e ta:IJnudio uyes'.biba11 o:r· high school at Fuert.h (30). Rosen­

feld, now aged ·thirteen, ma.de rapid progress in his :rabbinic 

studies at th:ts school, which was -1:.hen (the 1790 1 s) in full 

bloom (31). Ha.bbi Chailn Dispeck, later rabbi in Hechingen, was 

his teacher and friend, and began to impart. hiSI liberal ideas 

to him, giving him ·the Mendelssohnian magazine "Hameassef 11 to 

(He would hardly have dared read such a . read. in his quarters. - ) 

maga.zjJ'l.e within the precincts of the Orthodox 11yeshiba0 L) In 

his -spare t:ime he studied the "Bechinat Olamn so thoroughly 

that even in his old age he st,ill knew i·t by heart (30) • This 
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worl<:, written ·:i.n the early 14t,h ee1rtury by J'edaiah ben Abra-

ham Bedersi, who called h:i.m.self' "Penin.in ( n:Dispenser of Pearls"), 

was a tremendously populro~ didactic poem, which has been pub­

lishedl. at least 68 times, and for which many commentsr ies have 

been wri·tten" Its theme must have influenced Rosenfeld consi­

derably: Do not give in to temptation. Do not blame God :for 

· ., evil, which is man-made, nor try to underst .. and His nature .. 

Inst.ead, worship Him. and keep His commandr.nents (32). 

· Vlhile at Ii'uerth Rosen:t'eld cont.inued to study Maimonides, 

whose ••Guide for t.b.e Perplexed" he cont:J.nued to ~·tuczy until 

his old age; he read the philosophers Jehudah Halevi, Joseph 

Albo and Bachya; but. above all, he continued in his studies 

of the Bibl\3, using every comment.ary availa1Dle. ' He lmew the 

Bible almost by heart (33). He gave partieular attention ·to 

his Hebrew style,, mastering the a.rt of' writing in the Holy 

Tongue. Distasteful to him in. the ex·treme was the mixed Heb­

rew style then current among ·the rabbis, whieh was an arn­

biguous "hodge-podge" of bi'blieal and rabbinic idioms (33) • 

He continued his talrnudic studies with his friend Dr. Hess, 

later ·the chief Jewish teacher at Fra:rl.kfort-on-the-lvfadn, and, 

before any of his ··fellow-students, he s·tudied l?rench wi·th 

Hirsch Berlj.n, in which he became proficient, (34). In 1802, 

at nineteen," Rosenfeld received. his 11Morenu11 (rabbinical dip­

loma) from the B~~ Din (rabbinical court) of Fuerth; then he 

ret.urnea.·to Uehlfeld (35). Years later, on December 15, 1815, 
-· 

he was p~esent,ed with a second rabbinical diploma by District. 
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Rabbi Hillel Son·theim of Ascha.:f'fenburg, as a token of his 

esteem (36). An estimate of Rosenfeld' s at·ti tude du:r•ing h:i.s 

formal schooling states that he valued clarity of mind, and 

sought to att,ain a clear comprehension. of his s·tudies. :He 

was, accordingly, a declared enemy of the 11pilpulistio" 

dialectical methods which were then 'the pride of the 
11
yeshibot,

11
• 

While he studied everything given h:lln., he was eager to learn 

only things which were inspiring an.cl made sense (37). 

The young rabbi returned home wi'tb. no int,ent,ion of tal<:irig 

a pulpit, but rather wi t'h. t'he desire of educating himself 

further. 'I'he German language and t.l1e elementary secular things 

he 11ad learned in childhood~ now he began t.o acquire a well 

rounded general education, while a:t. the same time continui11.g 

. his Jewish studies, especially TaJmud and Hebrew grammar.. Hie 

hero and men·t.or was Moses Mendelssolm, .whom he had first studied 

in his years at the 11 yeshiba11 • He absorbed Mendelssonnian 

ideals and philosophy, a:nd taught himself to imitate Mendels­

sohn's Ger.man. etiyle, which is everywhere evident in his 

writings. Rosenfe1d's world-view widened, his tastes were 

refined (38). 
Thl:'ough Mendelssobn H.osenf'eld was led to the German classics 

(39), a:n.<;1 to ·~he Protestant philosophers., · Christ,ian Wolff 

(1679-1754), the rat.ionalis·t who preached that human reason ..... 

could, by its o'Wl.1. efforts, attain to moral truth (40), was his 

guid;.,e (41). He learned t.o know the Germe:r1 poets int,:ilnately, 

a:n.d among ·the mora.1 philosophers his favorite was Christian 
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Fuerchtegott Gellert (1715-1769), who llad written some of' 

the great religious poems of his time (42). One of Gellert•s 

hymns was used by Israel Jacobson at, ·the dedication of ·t.he 

litl>eral Seesen temple in 1810 (43). In his various writings 

Rosenfeld displays a knowledge of Rabbi Azariah' s 11Meor 

Enai:im11 , of' Naehmanides' 11 Sefer Haggeulah" (44), of.' t.he Eng­

lish language (45), and of the Sephardic pronunciation of' 

Hebrew (in which he evidently was not ·too skilled, for he 

f'alls int,o the trap o:f tr a:nser ibing 11 chol" am 11 mhal") ( 46) • 
' The sum and substance of Rosent'eld's education ma;y- be 

ertated in f'our words: traa.i·tional Judaism plus enlight .. enment. 

Like the famous ref'ex•mer Isr·ael Jacobson, he was possessed 

by this spirit of enlightenment, which had been brought. to 

the Jews tl'U'ough the mecliurn of i\/ien.a.elssol:u.1. 'rhe ration.al, 

.. 

·the timely, t.he esthetio, were almost ebsessions wit:h both of 

these Jewish leaders. 'l'o them, enlightenment meant 

a common sense philosophy that conceived of the m1iverse 
and all history as something which can be made quit.a 
cl~ar to reason because everything grows out of reason. 
The adoption of this point of·view must 11 cle&' up 11 all 
mystery, do away with all superst.it:i.on and illuminate 
everyt.h:ing by the ·t,orch of reason. Knowledge must be 
made the possession of' all people. The mind must be made 
free and rule every act.. Reason is ·the only road to 
salvat.ion. Reason which i·uled the world of Nature was 
acco+ded an almost religious veneration. • • • (The 
eril:i,.ghtenment) proclaimed an exultant belief in an jnevi­
table advance to freedom, dignity and hum[m happiness. 
It taught a respect for humaJ.1 rights and made popula:r 
the word~ humanity, good will, natural rigJ:rt.s, liber·ty, 
equality and bro·t.herhood. It was the philosophy of 
tinlim:Vted opt:imism ••• (47). 

· This $ynthesis of Judaism end enlightenment made Roserifeld one 
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of a select group of modern J·ews; in his earlier days he was 

almost. the only Gerrnan rabbi of this type, probably, indeed, 

·t.he only one in Bavaria. 

His educational a·t·tainrnents were respected by ·t;hose wrlO 

lmew him .• 

His sharp mind, his inquiring spirit, his love for li·tera­
ture, "bound up with persistent zeal and iron application -
which qualities he retained his whole life long - raised 
him. in worldly knowledge above his fellow-Jews of the t:ime 
in Bavaria; and his farnily, his community and ·am:ll who, in 
Bavarian Israel, were interested in the need for up-t.o-d.ate 
education, were ••• proud of him (48). 

After the' death, ixl 1808, of the r•abbi of Uehlfeld, Rosen­

feld was unanimously chosen by the congregation to be his suc­

cessor. Af'ter an examination of his qualifications, he was 

confirmed on August 13, 1808, as associate ra.bbj. of the little 

town. In· 1815 he was made chief rabbi, and in 1821 his juris­

diction wa.$:1 extended to comprise the whole Neustadt dist,r•ict 

(49). As rabbi, Rosenfeld accepted neither salary nor fees (50) .. 

His father, the richest J·ew in Uehlfeld, would sul'ely have had 

to pay the buik of his son• s salary had Rosenfeld accepted a 
~ 

stipend, and this would. have created a rather anomalous 

situation.. Evidently the senior Rosenfeld was providing pri­

vately for his son's support; it would, t .. herefore, have made 

very little. difference whether or not the rabbi received a 

salary •. For many years Rosenfeld, in addition to being rabbi, 

was also Presideiit. of his congregation (51), an "unbeatable" 

combination which should cause many a presen:t.-day rabbi to turn 

green with: envy~. 
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Markt, Uehlfeld, :t.n which Rosenfeld was to work fruit.fully 

as ra·bbi for nearly eighteen years, was a flourishing &'ld 

affluent c.onununity. He set to work. 11 enligb:tening11 the people. 

One of his first successes was the establishing, in 1812, of 

a German secular school f'or the Jewish children, in which there 

was one other teacher beside himself (52). This school was 

certainly on the ordel" of those others established bY, the 

early devotees of enlight.enment in the late 18th and early 19th 

centuries, jn Berlin (1778), Breslau (1791), Dessau (1799), 

seesen (180;), Frankfort (1804), Wolfenbuettel (1807) and 

Cassel (1809) (53), although it was of course mµch smaller and 

more priroit,ive. Yet, primitive though it rm.~.y ha.:ve been, it 

outshone the government schools of the day, for Rosenfeld tells 

us that, his school was regularly designated by the government I 
/ ' 

school inspectors as the best in their district. f Of the cur-

riculum we knovl. nothing, save that Johlson 1 s textbook on "Mosaic 

,/ Religion'' was used to supplement the Hebrew which the children 

learned in ·their Hebrew school (64). In its day Johlson 1 s 

book must Jaave represented quite an advance: Isaac Leese:r ·t,rans­

lated it into En.glish for use in the United Sta:tes. )Rosenfeld, 

lik.e Jacobson, whom he resembled in many ways, fel~hat only 

rat,ionalistic education of the young could stop the ''moral dee~ 

i't1 Jewry11 (55) • 

Edueation would fit (the Jew) into his surroundings and 
prepare. him for the emancipation which was sure to come 
some day~ Once t,"he J·ew was free he would be in a position 
·t,o desert the pet.ty trading which had degraded him and to 
enter into a.gricult,ural and ind.us·trial pursui·ts ••• An 
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educated J·ew would convince the world that Jews are 
worthy people and Gentiledom would be so impressed that 
it would remove the laws that. h,ad made it impossible fo:r 
them ~o live naturally and prope:r•ly .... (56). 

These thoughts, lil<::e others which bel0nged to Israel Jacobson, 

fit the mind of Hosenfeld precisely. 

Religious education, too, as a means of ennobling the Jew 

and making hir.o. ·tbrill to the beaut,ies of ·111s ai.1cient .. f.ai th, 

was dear to Rosenfeld, as to Jacobson (57). He had the con­

gregaticm acquire a special Hebrew teacher, who was well edu ... 

cated, to carry on thii:.1 r•eli,fs;ious inst.ruction. ll'o:e these 

classes Rosenfeld wrote a Hebrew-German ·textbool<:: for beginners 

(58). He also cared for the education of those beyond school 

age by es·tablishir:i.g various organizat,ions. One of these was a 

young people• e group, before 11vhich he used ·to. preach specia1 

sermons, and for which he provided a li'brary (59). Othe:r· 

ac·tivj.ties of his during his career in Uehlfeld will be dis-

·'. 
·~ .. - ' ... ·. 

cussed elsewhere in this study. 

In 1818,. through the dedication of a new synagogue in 

Uehlfeld,. and in 1819, through his vv:rit .. ings to the Diet on 

behalf' of J·ewish emancipation, R.osenfeld became a well-known 

figure in Bavar•ian Jevrry.. What sor·t of appearance did ·t.his 

"new-fangled" rabbi, shortly to become the center of a 11 cause 

celebre", i)1ake? We possess a full-face araw:i.11.g of Rabbi Rosen­

feld, made betw~en 1815-1825, most probably about 1820, when 

~e was in.the pr:ime of life, a ma:n. of a·bout forty (60). He 

presents a strong, not unhand.some appearance, with his firm, 
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straight. mouth, thin lips, and widely set, penetrating eyes. 

Although the nostrils are flared, the nose is n<>t 11 Jewish­

looking11. . He is shaven (but not, by a I'azort cf. Che;pte1" V), 

with neither moustache nor beard; he weat>s glasseB. His 

dress is evid.ent.ly that of a Prot.est.ant. minister of the time: 

he wears a high hat, not unlike that, of a cbl.irch dignitary; 

from under his tightly butt.oned suit.-coat there prot.rudes a 

white collar which almost encases his chin, and around the 

collar is a sort, of white neckt.ie. Upon both shoulders (and 

probably extending around the base o:f' ·the neek) is decorative 

white lace. He cei'"tain.ly does not look like a rabbi, and 

probably did not want to; . he is ·the typical enlightened, 

modern gent.le.man of the early 19th century, an imposing, self'­

c0nf'ident figure, in :fact anything but. the ghetto cJew which, 

but :f'or ·the grace of' his £at.her 1 s money, he surely would have 

been (61). 

:I have said ·that, B.osenteld., about 1819, becarne the center of 

a controversy which created considerable excitement in Bavarian 

Jewry. The ult.ra-orthodox rabbis of F'uerth had for some years 

been viewing with trepidation (and perhaps vdth envy) t.he success 

and growing popularit.y of this liberal innovator in a small 

country congregation, and in their mind's eye they pictured him 

soon at the head of a (llonsistory. They were awaiting some pre ... 

text fol" ·trucing) action against him, to curb the t.b.rea.t wl1ich. he 

p.osed to t;tieir time-worn authori·ty and st,a·tic interprt~tation of 

Juda.ism. !J.'his pretext, they found in Rosenfeld1 s 
11
Denkschrift

11 

°(see Chapter III), a documen·t he had published and presented to 
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·t.he first .. Bavarian Diet. in 1819. 'rhis "Denkschrif't" was a 

powerful appeal for Jewish emancipation; but, the Fuerth 

rabbis, i:m.stead of appreciating the service which :Rosenfeld 

had rendered the Jewish people, used it as a we&pon against 

this "reformer" and 11 unbeliever 11 (62). On page 4 Rosenfeld 

had writ·t.en: 11Just as everywhere else i:n. the great plan of 

Creation, so also in respect to religion diversit1Y is the 

Almighty• s aim". In these words, perhaps not. even original 

with Ho senfeld ( 63), ·the Bet Din of' Fuerth found caus.e t.o 

excommunicate him, :r:•eading into his words, in their shrewd 

11piJ;pulistic11 way, blasphemy and sacrilege. They evidently 

ir1terpreted his words to mean that he acknowledged ·t:.hat there 

was truth in other religions (which he undoubt,edly meant,), 
. 

and that ·therefore J"udaism was in no way superior to them 

(which he probably had no intention of implying) ( 64). 

The Be·t Din now sent, a German letter (in Hebrew charact,ers, 

with many a grammatical error) to the direct.ors of the Ueh1-

feld congregation, sta:ting that Rosertfeld was not fit to 

decide questions of law, nor otherwise to exercise his rab­

binical f\.inctions. A battle of let,ters began between the 

congregation and the Bet Din. Rosenfeld comported himself 

with dignity and presence of mind, seeking advice from edu­

cated friends; many advised him to bring suit against the Bet 

Din, since· their 1 action was, according to the Bavarian consti­

t1J.t.ion, st,rictly illegal. When he consulted the President of 

the government, Cowa.t D:rechsel, he replied that if' Rosenfeld 



.- 24 -

brought suit, "there would soon be two laymen who had for a . 

very .long time 'been rabb:ls in F'uerth11
• The Fuerthers did not 

·think Drechsel was jold.n_g, and growing alarmed, sent further 

let/ters and envoy·s to Uehlfeld in an effort to appease RG>sen­

feld, who, however, was unimpressed ("lihe ban had not been 

removed), and contlliued to prepare his suit. He was also 

: .·. · prepsring to ;publish a sort. of 11 Whit.e Paper" in Hebrew, giving 

all of the documents in the case. :E'inally he was dissuaded 

-'. . bo·th from the suit and the publica:tion by his friend Wolf 

Heidenheim of Roedelhe:im, who pointed out to him that the 

... 
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affair would be a 11 ehillul ha-Shem.U, that it would bring 

public disgrace upon J"ewry. The disagreeable affair .continued, 

however, for some years, until at last it petered out. Rabbi 

Alvraham s·tein (father of the Refo':r'111 ralDbi, Leopola. stein), who 

.was orthodox bu·t not fanatical, and friendly eo·th with the Bet 

Din and Hosenfeld, had tried in vain ·t<D ef:f'ect. a reconcilia­

tion. Dur:i.n.g the whole at'fair the Uehlfeld congregation had, 

of course, not heeded the pronouncement of e:x::comrn:unicat:Lon, 

and Rosenfeld had cont.in.ued in his duties, himself viewing 

the whoie ·t,hing as an almost laughable proceeding (65). 

Some years later, their action backfired on some of those 

who had perpetrated it. In 1830 (66) Rosenfeld, ·then rabbi 

in Bamberg, was a candidate for the Fuerth rab'bina:t.e. We do 
) 

not know how it came about ·tl'lat he was even considered as a 

pcrssibil~ty, and must, assume either that the Fuerthers were 
',• 

apologetic for having put him under the ban, as Klein claims (67), 
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or ·that Rosenfeld had proved to be not, so radical as had at, 

first been t.ho11gb:t, or t.hat the F'uerth community had become 

a li-t·tle more modern and tolera.n:t,. Perhaps his cm1didaay was 

due t,o a combination of these elements. His opponent was the 

young Refo1 ... m rabbi Isaac Loewi (1803-1873'), who, when Rosen­

feld had gone to Bamberg, had become his successor in the 

Uehlfeld pulpit (1827-1830). The five directors of ·t.he Fuerth 

congregation had to decide between the two men. Two of ·t.hem 

were liberal, and voted for Loewi; two others were Orthodox, 

and. vot.ed for Rosenfeld as ·t,he lesser of ·two evils. The 

fif·th man was Orthodox too, and everyone had presupposed the 

elect:i.on of. Hosenfeld. But ·th:i.s man was the son-in-law of 

Rabbi Meshullan1 Solomon Cohn (also Cohen, Kob.1.1.), head of the 

Fuerth Bet Din, who died there December 17, 1819. Cohn had 

been the prime mover in Rosenfeld' s excommunication. Cohn 

being dead, it was impossible for the ban on Rosenfeld to be 

lifted. So, out of respect for his father-in-law's memory, •r ,. 

·t.he man who was to cast ·the Q.eciding vote could not bx•ing him­

self to vote.for Rosenfeld, and he would not vO.te for Loewi; 

he therefore invaJ.idated his ba1lot in such a way that i·t 

counted for neit.her man. This left a 2-2 t.ie, which the gov­

ernment was called in t.o break. rrhey decided on Loewi, because 

he possessed a university education, which Rosenfeld lacked (68). 

This d.ecis io1 created a long drawn out controversy between 

the Reforni. and or·thodox elements in Fuerth. The orthodox were 
= ..... 

violent agains·t Loewi's appointment, and it was necessary for 

King Ludwig I to issue a special decree instating him on March 

.,,,. ,,. 
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10, 1831. ·His formal inst.allation ·t.ook place on March 21 of 

the same year, but he had troubles with his Orthodox member•s 

for years to come. The controversy left a schism in the li'uert,h 

community, which led. to its gradual decline from it.s former 

status as ·the foremost Jewish community of the kingdom. 'l'hus, -

by indirectly ·being the cause for the saddling of Fuer•th with a 

Reform rabbi t,hey did not went - did. Ro senf'eld ge·t. his revenge 

on ·those who had put him wi·thout the pale of Judaism (69). 

V{hile Hosenfeld was st:i.ll rabbi in Uehlf'eld, overtures 

were made t .. o him by the Munich co1mnunit.y ·t;o accept their pulpit.; .. 
however, it appeared that some underhanded electioneering 

would be necessary if he were to be chosen, so he :Lr.1.dignan:t.ly 

brolt.e off discussions of the mat;t.er (70). 

Toward the end of. 1824 another :f:iJ.1E~ opport.urdty crone to him. 

The chief rabbi of Bamberg, Josef Gersfelder, ha.<1 died. in 1814 

(71), and ·the associa:t.e rabbi, Abraham Mayer Lengsfelder, had 

likewise ~eparted ·this life, in 1820. Since ·t.11at time there 

had been no rabbi in Bamberg, and naturally ·t.he people were 

eage1• to find a new spiri·tual leader, although t.he government 

was more ~terest,ed in seeing ·that the Jews of Bamberg got, a 

decent teacher for their children. In June l823 tb.e congrega­

tion, under the leadership. of the banker Josef' Samuel Hesslein, 

made ·their desire k.novvn ·to the clistrict government., which, in 

turn, appointed a comrnit·tee of congregational members to study 

the -~proble.rn. rrhe committee recommended that a rabbi be emp­

loyed to serve t.ne whole Bamberg area, not just the city; they 

also recommended that he be given a:n. addit .. ional salary grant out 

··~·- .... ,· 
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of public funds, a sl,\gge st ion which was rej ect,ed by ·the govern­

ment. After some delays, Rabbi Marcus Adler of Muehingen was 
.. 

chosen by the congregation in 18?A; but for some reason he 

was unacceptable t.o t.he government,, who would not let him 

procure an immigration permit j.nto Bavc:u:•ia (72). 

Rosenfeld of course k.:n.ew of the vacancy, and for several 

reason.s decided to be a candidat .. e. His wife had just died 

(June, 1824).,1 and hi's fathc;r had preceded her to ·the grave in 

1822 (an event whic1:1 perhaps left him in somewhat straitened. 

financiaJ. circumstances), so Uehlfeld was at that ·tiilne filled. 

with sad memories for h:lm. Then too, he was ~bl years old, and 

felt it was time to worl~ in a larger sphere. Finally, he 

wished ·that his children might. have the advantages of grow:lng 

up in a cit,y. On J'anuary 3, 1825, three days after his 42nd 

birthdey, he addressed a let·ter to the authorit.ies of the. Upper 

Mai.Tl district, setting for·th his qualifications, and reques­

ting that t,hey confirm him in the Barnberg position, aont,ingent 

upon the congregat.ion' s electing him. (This interesting let·ter 

is given in full in A;ppenclix D). Hesslein 1 s commit~t.ee went, 

energetically to work, inviting Hosenfeld to come to Bamberg 

for an interview. He was j_n that. city on February 16, was 

elected, and r·eceived a written contract,, which emphasized his 

duty of giving lectures on the rraJmud, and assu:r•ed him that if 
\ 

the government snould appoint .. him as District Rabbi he would 

receive a ·salary of 600 Gulden (73). Hosenfeld' s choice by this 
\. 

influential comrm.inity while he was still under ·the ban (under 
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which he. lived, :indeed, for the rest of his life) reflects 

most creditably upon him, and shows the high regard in which 

he was held. ( 74) • 

Bu·t it was no easy thing to acqui1•e a pulpi·t in ·t.hose days. 

HosenfeJ.d still he).d to talce tlle examinat.ion st .. ipulated by the 

.. government, in point no. 26 of' ·t.he Edict of' 1813. (75). A 

';_!, 

number of months passed before he was permitted to ·take this 

examina'tion (76), and when he finally did, he had to pey a f'ee 

of three Ducats for the privilege (77). It was held in Ans­

bach (78), where he received the high praise of the exam:i.ners 

(79). The President. of ·the government, Count Drechsel, who 

had once visited Rosenfeld in Uehlfeld, and had been shovv.n the 

synagogue an.a. school 'there, asked Hosenf'eld jocularly, upon 

meetj.n.g him short,ly aft.er the examination: 11 we11, how c1id the 

examiners fare in their examination wi'tl1 you?" (80). llfo·t u:ntil 

October 2'7, 1825, was Habbi Rosenfeld confirmed in his new 

position. 1rhe document of that. date stipulated that he was ·t.o 

be provisional rabbi of Bamberg, and that the governmen-t 

reserved ·t:.he right to appoint him dist.riot rabbi at a later date 

(which they dia., evidently wit.hin a very short .. time). He was 

to receive his dwelling free, the veo:•ious perquisit.es, and a 

salary of 400 Gulden, payable quarterly by the Jewish congre­

gation (81) .• His perquisites included l Kreuzer for each I>OUl'ld 

of kosher meat s4.au.ghtered in the city, 1 Kreuzer for each 
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young chi.cken, and 3 Kreuzers for each goose or duck (82). In 

1836 he still received his 400 Gulden from the congregation, 

plus 208 ·1;2 Gulden from the affiliated country congregations. 

The rental value of his dwelling was 100 Gulden per year (83). 

By 1852 his salary from t,he congregatic>n had st.ill not :i.:n.creased, 

bu·t he now received 400 Gulden from the country congregat.ions 

(84). In comparison with other Bavarian rabbis, Rosenfeld fared 

well. While some few positions paid over 1000 Gulden, most 

paid only 400 or 500 or less; Ans'bach, for example, paid only 

300. The .flow of young people to .America caused the decreaee 

of the perquisites which a rabbi might expect, ·to I'eceive. 

Rosenfeld, who probably never received less than 600 Gulden, and 

who often received much more th.an. that, may be considered to 

have enjoyed a rather favored f:inancial status (85). 

Brunberg, today a comparatively small city of 50,000, was, 

at the ·time Hosenf.eld moved ·there in 1826, considered one of 

Bavaria's leading cities, although it then boasted a population 

of but 17 ,ooo. It is on ·the Hegnitz :River, near the Main, 39 

miles from Nuremberg, in ·the midst of an area where fine garden 

vegetables are producede Bamberg is, and was ·then, an arche-
t 

piscopal see of the Roman Catholic Church; the Bamberg region 

had been an independent archbishopric until it was secularized 

:In 1802, a.11.d given. to Bavaria in 1803. Bamberg has a famous 
\ 

cathedraJ., dating from 1004, and many other imposing churches. 

It-had, in Rosenfeld's day (and perhaps still has), a lyceum for 

the study ;f' philosophy and Catholic theology, the survival of 

a- universi·ty which was suppressed in 1803. The cit.y was aJJ'.Ilost 
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entirely Catholic; in 1821 there were but 600 Protestants and 

270 Jews, who, nevertheless, c0nstituted one of Bavaria's 

l<arger Jewish communities. By 1836 the Jews numbered about 

500 (86). There were 700 students at the local gymnasium, and 

50 at. the Teachers' Semina;i."'y. 'rhe Jewish synagogue was called 

11 the smallest and ugliest of all t.he churches, • • • stuck away 

in a back alley, much too small for a congregation of 64 f'c:'1lll.i­

lies ••• 11 (87). '.Che congregation employed, in addition to t,he 

rabbi, a cantor, a bass singer, a cleaning maid, an overseer of' 

the bake-oven (presumably for Passover),· and police sentries 

and. a night.-watcbman on Yorn Kippur (88). Rosenfeld, as first, 

district rabbi of Bamberg (89), used. an officlal seal, which had 

·the two Ta1D1es of t.b.e J ... aw as it,s central motif. The use of this 

sea1 was, however,· forbid.den during the days of the Abel reac­

t.ion (see Chapter III). An impression of the . seal is e:ictan t 

on a family document now in possession of his grand-daughte1"'. 

Samson Wolf Hosenfeld moved to Bamberg in March, 1826 (90), 

"to discharge t:b.e a.u·ties of' his office like a loyal gardener, 

and t,o develop a f'ruit,ful activi·ty" (91). Here ·t.his man, who 

was continually educating himself ±'urt .. her, and who was truly 

inspired -!:or.· his sacred ca1ling, found an ample field for his 

manifold and timely activit:i.es (92). With the spiritual and 

intellectual welfare of his congregation in mind (93), he 
. I 

began to work on oehalf' of hj.s cherished ideals, t,aking care to 

de so gra~ually, ana. not too glaringly, so that he would not 

lose the confidence of his people (92). 

However, before he could begin to reform Judaism in :Bamberg, 

i 
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he had to br:ing order into his congr•egation, which, for years 

withou·t a rabbi, was in a chaotic st .. at.e. Congregational 

meetings were unable, either because of lack of quorur.o.s or 

through factional strife to elect a new board of direct.ors. 
. . ' 

The situation demanded a 11 whole ma:n.11 , and Rosenfeld was equal 

to his task. He c;.uickly, resolutely and systema:t:.icaJ.ly 

. · rallied the educated element of the congregation about him-

self', and crushed the opposition once and for all. He was, 

in fact, the organizer of ·t.he modern Bamberg congregation. 

Rosenfeld i ... ealized that in. the interests of orde:t• and disci­

pline the congregation needed a constitut,ion. Congregational 

meetings on ·t.he subject were sto:rruY and futile; but even­

tual.ly, with police support, he and the modern element suc­

ceeded in ge·t.ting an eight-point constitution approved, on 

August 15, J.826 (94). 

According to ·t.his constitution t.he choice of directors, 

who previously had been chosen by seven. men who drew lots for 

the privilege of' doing the c'hoo sing, was now vested in the 

vote of the ent:l.re congregation. The board· of directors, 

which heretofore consisted of three men, who alternated 

monthly in~ the presidency; was hencefort.h to consi$t of two 

administrators and ·two assistent .. s (who were ·t.o take over the 

adm:i.I:d.stration of the congregationaJ. charitable organization), 

and also a Tt'easurer and a Comptroller. Unfair taxing of ·the 

heags of c~e+'.tain families was t.o. cease. J(fJ.y grievances mem­

bers might have against the directors were ·to be brought 

' : ., 
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'before plenary meetings of the congregation, a) so that the 

citjr magistrate would no·t be annoyed by a lot of useless 

claims, and b) so that ·t;;he directors would not be hailed into 

court every time some member with a grudge ran .to the magis­

trate. Order· and equili'brii.un came into ·t;;he congregation as a 

,· result of this constitut.:i.on, which was not published, and 

which was :in practj.ce oft.en deviated from. The firs·t print.ea. 

corist.i tut.ion, based on ·that of 't11he wuerzburg congregation, and 

consist:i.ng of 18 points, is dated Mai .. ch 26, 1837. 

This 1837 const.i tution vested ·the directorate in two 

boards: a) the business boa:rd, which had. t'hree deput,ies and a 

Treasurer, and b) a committee of five members, wit,h full power 

to plan the budget. At least t,hree of these five men had to be 

chosen from among those members in the seven highest dues­

payir.1.g ca:tegories. (There were sixteen categories.) 'I'hose 

Jews who had no r;j.ght of domicile, but lived in Bamberg merely 

on the st.rength of police permission, and ·those Jews who had 

held. ·their right of domicile for less than three months, were 

considered special members; they paid dues, bU't could not 

vote. Attendance at con&,.rregationaJ. meetings was obligatory. 

Those who $could present no valid excuse for their absence had 

to pey a 30-Kreuzer fine, which was increased a like 30 Kreuzers 

with each add.it,ional unexcused absence. 

When the dire~tors were to discuss religious matters, the 

rabbi Jo,ii:i.ed ·t.hem, and presided. A fund for ·the religious 

school and the poor was also set up by this constit.ution. ·when 

j 
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a member. :received his right of domicile in Bamberg he had to 

cont.ribute· 1% of his weal th to this fund; when marriages 
\ 

took pl~ce between two Bamberg residents, 1% of the wealth 

on both sides of ·the new f arnily had to be contributed. If a 

Bamberg man or woman married someone away from Bamberg, then 

the Bamberg parents were to pay into ·the fund 1/2% of the dowry; 

likewise widowed persons, on their rema.rriage, were to give 

1/2% of the new increase in their- weal·th., These sums went in 

equal amounts to the school and poor funds, and might ·be devo ... 

ted to no other. use. Act,ually the fund had been st.arted in 

1827, ten years before the constitution provided for it. In 

1837 it contained 519 Gulden, and in 1852 3353 Gulden, of 

which 2200 Gulden were, by special arrangement, diverted to 
' 

·the "building of the new synagogue (see this chapter, below.) 

On January 22, 1844, t,his constitution, which functioned 

excellently, was slightly alt.ered and published in 19 points. 

This, in turn, was modified on May 5, 1852, because it was 

Wlconstitut.ional in the eyes of t.he gover·nment. Resultantly, 

the poor and school ·funds were converted into a fund for 

paying congregational. functionaries; the new :fund continued te 

:receive$ its monies from ·the same sources as before. A 4-point 

addition to this const:J.tution was made in 1857, regarding an 

agreement with the St. Martin's (Catholic) Parish about. the 

discontinuanee cJ}f surplice-fees. These were evidently fees 
I 

_which the Jews were forced to pay to the Church whenever J·ewish 

marriages, funera1s, etc. ·tool.;: place. Again, on December 28, 

' : 
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1859, a t1ew constitut,ion of 22 points contained only un.impor­

tant, alterations (95). From this rather lengthy exposition of 

the various constitutions of the Bamberg congregation, j:t. 

should be evident that Rose:n:f eld was indeed interested in 

maintaining law and order, and that even in old age he saw to 

it, that the laws kept abreast of the. needs of. the time. 

But let us return to Hosenfeld and his early d~ys in 

Bamberg. We have his report to the dis·t.rict authorities, 

da:t.ed June 30, 1828, which is mo st. enlightening. He sey s ·t.hat. 

as for ritual reforms, he has, t .. o begin wit,h, employed only 
' 

palliatives, as prepa:rat:i.on for stir"iding on ·to effect a :i:·adi­

cal cure. He has authored synagogue regulations which are 

sa:t.isfactory to most of the members; a choir, consisting of 

·t.he school children and the (J·ewish) st.ud.ents at the Teachers' 

Seminary, directed by the religious teache1 ... , has been estab­

lished.. He uses melodies composed by Christian musiciCllls. 

There is always a German address to couples being married. As 

for his German sermons (and he says he was the fir~rt in the 

dist,riet, and perhaps ·the first in all Bavaria to preach in 

German), these were heard by his congregatj.ons with much inte­

rest... 1n the past year he has preached 26 German sermons in 

Bamberg and 18 in his country co:ngrega:t.ions. He intends in 

the fut.ure to have Ge:i:inan hymns sung, and feels ·t.hat it would 
. \ be deJ.dr.able for' the government to order this to be done; 

suca an order would overcome the expected opposition.. However, 

he has scruples about removing from the li·turgy Hebrew prayers 
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which :h~.ve seen a ·thousand years' use; this could be done 

only by a consistory. He re.commends that. the government 

call su.ch a consist.ory ix1to being, to comprise the most. 

intelligent. rabbis in the kingdom: this would be the desi­

ra1l>le way to prepare for further reforms. Rosenfeld has also 

had a new hearse built, dig.n.it'ied by solemn black paint, to 

take the place of the old red hearse which the people were 

loathe to part with, out of' superstit:i.otH3 attachment. He 

also hopes for a better bu:i:•ial arrangement for Bamberg Jewry 

(the cemetery was a two-hour journey away; see tb.is chapter, 

below.) 

As for the school (probably the religious school), its 

progress is already- known t.o ·t.he city school commission. (He 

tells us that the city magistrate's report of April 3, 1828, 

had said: "The religious school is each year more nearly 

approaching t.be goal of perfect.ion".) In the count,ry schools 

too (probably secular schools), where f orme1•ly the children 

could not understand. a ccrrect,ly spoken Gerrnan word, astoni­

shing progress has been made. (Ii,01• supervising these schools 

'Rosenfeld received 10 Gulden from the district school fund.) 

He has a;J..so established a ''holiday schoo111 (a special type of 

11 Sundey11 school), obligatory upon all Bamberg Jews aged 13-18. 

This school was inaugurated in ·the synagogue on April 19, 1828, 

when Rosenf'·eld pr\eached on 11Religion 1 s Value as Mai.1' s Educator". 

The burgomast.e:r• also spoke words of encouragement, which 

charmed everyone by their sincerity and enthusia8f9,. Ho senf eld 

is also projecting a school for adult education. (After the 

' -
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government· decree of September 11, 1825, no one could receive 

the r•ight of domicile wi·thout proving himself to be a supporter 

o:f.' religious education.) He concludes his report, of which the 

foregoi1:xg is but a summary, by stating tha·t he has dedicated 

new aynagogues in the count,ry towns of Hirschaid and Auten-

hausen (96). It may be mentioned here .that the holidaiy school 

was est,ab:J..tshed by Hosenfeld before these wer•e ordered by the 

government; Hosenfeld h:l.w1self was a teacher. His visiting of 

and preaching at t,he country congrega:tions was aonfined to his 

earlier years.; in all, he dedica:ted five such synagogues (97). 

The authorities of the Upper Main district sent the city 

Magistrat,e of Bamberg their opini.on of Rosenfeldi s work, based 

on t.he foregoing report. This gives an excellent non-Jewish 

estimate of his activities.. The report, dated at Bayreuth, 

September 25, 1828, sets forth ·that t,he rabbi is zealously 

striving to br.ing order and digni t.;y into ~Jewish worship, through 

the media of German sermons and education of the yout.h. It is 

""-·--· 

hoped t,ha·t he will continue to improve matt,er s, little by 

little, through his wisdom and perseverance. However, Rosen­

feld has siaid nothing about, the shocking neglect of the female 

sex which exists in Judaism. The authorities are not disposed 
~ 

to follow his suggestion about ordering the introduction of 

Ge:r;-men hymns, 'because they wish to avoid the appearance of' 
I 

int,erfering .. in intra-churchly matters, even though such an 

oraer wo'uld really not infringe upon religious liberty. It is 

hoped that t.:ne Jews will come to use the vernacular in their 
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liturgy.. The magistrate is to bolster the :r:•abbi in his 

struggles with his opponents, because ·the l"abbi par·takes of 

the character of a publ:l.c official. · There is no objection 

·t,o the Jews 1 acquiring a burial place nearer t,han Walsdorf, as 
I. 'I 

long as they comply with local police regulations.. Let ·them 

make some proposal to us in this regard. As to the rabbi's 

remark that education of the young is occasionally shockingly 

neglected, the religious teacher must be admonished to point 

out the causes of such neglec·t, so that, action may be taken to 

curb negligence and absenteeism. Rabbi Rosenfeld is to receive 

a transcript of this report (98). 

Rosenfeld had a real interest in education, and. was recog-

nized as somet.hing of an auth0ri ty in ·this field. J0hlson, in 

·the pref.ace to tne 3rd ea.it.ion of his tex:tboolc on "Mosaic 

Religion", tenders him his thanks: 

I must especially mention the generally 1•espected Herr s. W. 
Rosenfeld, city and district rabbi of Bamberg, who pos­
sesses a well-rouT.1.d.ed. education, whose :tnst,ructive advice 
cont,ributed much ·t,o the improvement of this edition (99)., 

Rosenfeld had written Johlson earlier: 

I learned wit.'b. pleasure of your int,,ention to proceed to a 
new edit.ion of your very fine 0 Ins·truction in the Mosaic 
Religion".. This book has already found a well-deserved. 
reception everywhere; ·t:.his is indicated not. only by the 
fact ·t.hat a 3:rd edition has become necessary, but a1so by 
the circumst,ance that excerpts from :i.t were recently 
:inco~~pora·ted in ·t;;he "Study Plan for J·ewish Religious 

1.reachers and Rabbinical St .. udents 11 , which the royal govern­
ment of the .ii{ezat, dist.riot, was pleased to ·transmit, on 
July 24 of this year (p1"obably 1828) ·to all ·the school 
qommissions .and distr:lc't inspectox•s, for their use. I·t, 

~ would be advisable for the new edition ·to appear without 
not .. ewortl1y altera·tion ••• You will receive 1.n this regard 
a few suggestions which I have permit·ted myself to make. 
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r11hes<? will be helpful to you in publishing a book on 
religion, on God, for they assist in the disseminatj.on 
of truth. TherefoI~e I trust that you will find most of. 
them readily accep·table, especially since ·t.hey ·t.end 
toward no essential alteration ( 100) .. 

In 1827 Rosenfeld was invited by the authorit.ies of ·t.he 

Rezat di.strict to be one of the examiners of aspirant,s for 

tbe posts of rabbi or ·teacher, which examinations were held 

at the 'l'almucl school in Fuerth. '.rhe government, invited him 

because they "had confidence in his superior abil:i·ty and 

hones·tyn ( 101) .. 

Rabbi Hosenfeld ·took a keen interest in his coui1try 

schools, and was a friend and defender of his teachers.. He 

realized that a mere a:n.nua.t visi·t.ation of these schools could 

accomplish little or nothi:ng, ·because the teacher, not. he, WAS 

·the school. In his deal:Ln.gs with ·the teachers he would have 

nothing whatsoever to do wi·t;h that arrogant priestly manner 

which looked ,down upon the teacher as an infe:r•io:r, and was 

the custom of the meri.'bers of "t,he Catholic hierarchy (102). 

IE. 1829 he j.nt,roduced courses in ·the Jewish religion into 

the Bamberg gymnasium and the Teachers• Seminary. 1'he Jewish 

pupils of the Latin school (this must mean the Teachers' Semi­

nary) were joint,J.y ·to pay Rosenfeld 18 Kreuze1"'s per hour for 

this ins'W'uc·tion, and those of the gymnasium were to pay 24 

:Kreuz<;;rs, ·but Ro senf'eld refused to accept this pay., The semi­

narians also receiwea. Hebrew instr'Uc·tion fr.om him. Ue taught, 

t t
., · · · h la ·f· or m'-""l" ye"'..-.a and at the local commercial a nese sc oo o """'·~ "'""~' 

school as well (103). The goverrunent evidently encouraged 

·, Ii': 
' " :i:.: ii~ 

'; d; ;i~ 

. l:::y:lll 
>'~! i · .. ·'.1 . ,, 

:i I 

·1;· 
;.:1: 



I. 

- 39 -

such ta.aching by the rabbi in the local schools, for ·they 

irnposed severe penalties on all who gave unauthorized private 

instruction. lt"lor example, Gabriel Krailshe:imer, alt,hough he 

had a diploma signed by three rabbis, was fined 10 Heichs­

·~alers by the city magistrate for giving unauthorized Talmud 

lessons. At the age of 56 he was :forced to tal<.e an examination 

in Bil)le. translation, exegesis, Jewish religion and Talmud, 

which was administered by Rosenfeld and Dr. Riegler of ~he 

Lyceum (J~04). 

There was some sort of a rabbinica1 school in Bamberg. It 

was of lit.tle importance, but it is ·the only one we know by 

name in Bavaria, besides that of Fuerth (105). Rosenfeld saved 

this school from being dissolved because of ba:nla-uptcy by 

unearthing a copy of i·ts char·ter. Eviden·tly it would have been 

considered. taxable by the state had not the charter, declaring 

it tax-exempt, been found (106). He ordained (107), perhaps 

through the medium of this school, many local arid foreign rabbis, 

f'or example Aaron B. Gruen'baum, rabbi of Ansbach from 1841-1892 

(108) and Abraham Neumann (1809-1875), rabbi of Riga and, begin­

ning in 1863, G>f s·t. Petersburg ( 109) • 'rhe probabilit,y ·!;;hat he 

also ordained his son-in-law, Josef Klein, of Glogau, has 
~ 

already been ment~ioned (see above.) He was evidently vei"Y dis-

criminatmg in whom he ordained. In his newspaper (see Chap·ter 

V), una~ '.£i1uellhorn~', he once published a notice (110) conce1~ing 

one Solomon Wormser, who was falsely claiming that he l1ad 

received a rabbinical diploma from Rosenfeld; he warns the 

·1 
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public· againS't him, stating that he had refused to ordain th:i.s 

man. Rosenfeld' s primary a:im in suppor·ting education was ·t.hat 

of maldng ·tJhe Jews rnore religious. Secular knowledge "per se 11 

had little value for him. He once published a review (111) of 

a maga:d.n.e article which had recommended the teaching of nat­

ural science in the J"ewish school at Berlin, in. which it was 

declared that such ·teaching should have, as a secondary a:im7 

·the st:ren..~rt.hening of' ·the children's faith in God through the 

wonders of nature. Rosenfeld object.s in his review that this 

should be. ·the primary aim of such teac1lin.g. 

In 1827 he organized the 11 J'ewish Reading Circle",' which 

was reorgan.ized in 1.836 as a group to foster good fellowship 

(112). On January ?A, 1841, the sist.erhood was start.ed. (113). 

Rosenfeld arranged. for the acconunodat .. ion· of the Jewish sick 

in ·t.he public hospital, making provision for -'chem to receive 

kosher food (114). 

The old ceme·t,ery at Wal:sdorf, two hours dist.an:t f'.rom BaJn­

berg, and ·the comnu.nal property of ten congregations, was 

in.convenient, for the Brunberg J'ews (115). Rosenfeld, in his 

report .. of 1828, had alluded to this inconvenie-.n.ce, bu·t, i·t was 

not until June 30, 1850 that the congregation began to plan 
~ for a new cemetery wi·thin the city limits. on July 19 ·t.he 

congregat'ion asked for the ci·ty magistrate's approval, and 

Rosenfeld at that\ time submi·tted to him a document,, 
11
'rhe 

"'reaso:ris which urgently impel the es·t.ablisbment. of a cemet .. ery 

for t.he Jewish comn11.n1ity of this place." The first site 

i. 
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selected was not suitable, but soon anot.her was :f'ound. It 

was dedicated on October 19, 1851, on the occasion of ·t.he 

first in·t.erment, wit,h an address by Rosenfeld (see Chapter V) 

(116). A·t that time the city permitt.ed the J·ews ·to use the 

pu·olic · hea.-rse, after Rosenfeld had first. satisfied himself 

that, it bore no Christian symbols (114) • 

In his report of 1828 he had. also complained of the 

cr•owded condi·tion of his synagogue (see above), and in 1835 a 

plan for enlarging it was suggested, but at the time the congre­

gat:i.on could not. ai'f'ord it. :iror years ·there was much opposi­

tion to B.osenf'eld.1 s desire to r•ebuild i't, but, finally, wit,h 

·t.he help of Dr. Jak0b Dessauer, the congregation's President, 

it was decided ·t.o enlarge and beautify this old syna,gogue 

which had .been in use since 1.694 (11'7). 'fhere followed, des­

pite vigorous minori·ty opposit.ion, what. amounted to a. veritable 

rebuilding' of the ancient s·truct;1xre, and the new synagogue 

(Generalsgasse 15) was dedicated on November 5, 1853. But, the 

70-year-olCJ. rabbi who had labored so long for this . day was 

unable to view his handiwork, for he had recently become to­

tal.ly blind. Rabbi w. Cohn (Kohn), the last district rabbi of 

Baiersdorf, preached an edifying sermon, which has been pub­

l:lshed., ~entitled nrrhe Sacred Destiny of the House of God", on 

the Hafta;rah t.ext: 11Enlarge the place of thy tent,,, and let 

them st.retch fortll ·the curt.ains of ·thy habitations" (Isaiah 

54:2) (l18). 
\ 

RosenfeJ.d1 s eyes had, in fact, been giving him ·trouble for 
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many years. As early as 1839 his fut .. ure son-:ln-law, Josef 

Klein, had served as his assistant because of this eye-weak-

' ness (119). He lost his sight gradually, but d.id not let 

J his affliqtion interfere with his work. He seems ·to have 
~! 

? 
$ been tota11y blind by the late 1840' s or eax•ly 1850' s. He 
~ .. I continued to preach, however, extemporaneously; somet~imes 
i[ 
,}cl 

~ · he dicta:ted his sermons to Can:tor Otte:nste:Ln, who read them 
n . 

f o:r• him ( 120) • 

Younger re.bbis always found a helpful and experienced 

colleague in Hosenfeld, who did not humiliate them by trying 

~ .. to impress them wit,h his superiority (121). He maintained a 

friendzy relationship with the Bamberg of:E'iciaJ..s and the high 

clergymen. Duke William of Bavaria (the brother-in-law of 

King Max Joseph I) gave him in 1837 a long list of questions 

on ·the Jewish religion. At'ter Hosenf'eld had sent, his relblies, 

the duke received him most cordially in his castle, later 

thanking him in writing, and sendi11g him, in a beautiful box, 

a valuable silver medallion, bearing l:lis and his wife's port­

raits, as a sign·of his esteem (122). 

Rabbi Rosenfeld' s decisions in ritual matters always bore 

an up-t,o-date stamp, yet he 'based himself on his thorough 

knowledge ~of t,'.b.e sources. Many of his decisions in difficult 

matters were consulted, especially in his later years, by 

individuals) congregations, end even by the government, an 

h,gnor aJ.)()u·t which B.osenfeld enjoyed telling (123) • 

·to rna1"e his cong·regation femi-As a preacher he sought ~ 

liar with t,he spiri·t of Judaism; he appealed. both to the 

' l'i 
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neart and t,l.1.e -mind. To his influence is accounted the fact that 

the Bamberg community was well-ordered, recept.ive to all good 

causes, and ou·tstanding through its many fine Jewish organiza­

·t.ions and insti tut.ions. 1rhe esteem in which he was held was 

reflected by his conununi ty (124). Higher, however, than his 

material pulpit, was the spiri tu.al pulpit he erected in ·the 

midst, of his people. In ·their hours of loneliness he visited 

them in ·t.he.ir homes like a good friend, consoling them and 

educating them toward greater virt.ue ancl piety (125). 

His 80th birth.day par·ty (which must really have been celeb­

rated on his 77th oz• 78th birthday ... see Appendix B) was 

observed fittingly by the congregation, including the teachers 

and school-children. As ~ thoughtful gift and token of a;pprecia.­

tion, the "Nestor'' of modern Juda.ism in Bavaria was present.ea. 

with an easy chair, with t.he wish that. he might long enjoy u.aing 

it. The old man was deeply touched. by the man.y expressions of 

love and esteem (126). Thereafter his powers of mind and body 

declined gradually, although he continued to discuss important 

"theological questions wi'th experts until his last. days. Though 

blind, he could always pull per·tin.ent arguments out of the rich 

treasure-house of his memory. Even on the morning of the day-

he a.ied, a q,ongregant asked him a quest.ion about a difficult 

passage in the current rr•orah portion, and, alt.hough itowas 

diff'icult for him to\ speak, he gave a good., instructive expla­

nation. 'rhus he lived out his days, happy and sat,isfied, trus­

·tin.g in God, steeled by marw a hard buffet of fate (127) a 

i' 
i 
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- .. 
Ori Monday, May 12, 1862, Rosenfeld called for his cantor 

anc:l f'riend ot·t,enste:i.n, and asked him to kindle the customary 

lights (which are lit by the pious just before a man dies), 

and to· bring several members of the 11Hebra Kad.disha.
11 

(burial 

society), whom he mentioned by name, ·to see him, because, as 

he sai~l with philosophic calm and religious resignation, he 

would not outlive ·t,he day. He spoke the 11 Shema" at 7 P. M. 

(128) and. died shortly af .. t,erward in serene quj.et,, fully 

conscious u1l'til ·t,he end (129). He we.s 79 year·s of. age (130). 

His funeral was held on Thursday, May 15, at 8 A. llfl. (131). 

The entire Jewish communit.y, and a host of other aarnj.rers, 

followed. the solemn procession, which included many Chr1.stian 

citizens and member·s of the Ca:tholic clergy. Rabbi Dr· .. Josef 

Klein, Rosenfeld' s son-in-law, who had been summoned from 

Glpgau by telegraph, and Ra.bbi Dr .. Werner of Bu:rgebrach preached 

at, the grave, giving eloquent expression to the general feeling 
; 

of sorrow. Rabbi Dr. Traub of Burglcundstadt and nab'bi JJr. 

Julius Fuers·t of Bayreuth also att.end.ed. the rites (l32). 

I 

,I 
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CHAPTER III 

ROSlWB'ELD AN'D I!iMAN'CIPATION 

The first incident known to us in which Rosenfeld used 

his pen .as a mighty sword in the J.ong battle for equal civil 

rights for· Jews in Bavaria (1) took place :in J.817.. He had 

read an accusa·tion in the 11 Korrespondent von und fuer Deut~sch­

land0 that the Jews had caused the fami.ne 0f ·that year. He 

sen·t a signed refutation of that charge to the newspaper, 

which received a·ttention and favorable comment. His le·tter 

brou;j;ht .. about the confiscation of a libellous article, "What 

do ·the J·ews Believe?" by Oertel, a Protestant minister (2). 

(Probably Eucb.arius Ferdinand Christian Oertel). 

On February 1, 181'7, Pr:lme Minister Montgelas had been 

dismissed because he would not. approve t11e new liberal consti­

tution which the Crown Prince advocated. On May 26, 1818, 

this new constitution. was proclaimed: it provided for a bi­

cameral legislature, th.e upper house (Reichsrat) consisting 

of' the hereditc.u:-y land-owners, certa:ln government officials 

and Crown. nominees; and the lower house (Abgeordnetenhaus) .. 
consist:i.ng of delegates elect.ed on a narrow franchise by the 

small land-owners, the city dwell.ers and the peasar1·ts (3). 

· l}:qual rights were granted t.o all Christ,ian faj:ths, but for ·the 

~Jews ·t.,he ,new const.i·tut,ion meant equal du·ties bu·t. unequal 
' ~-~ ) 

rigl::l.ts (4). Some few Christians eame to aid the Jews. On 

Marcl'i 24, 1819, a ca·t~hirYiic priest, Xaver von Sobmid, peti·tioned 

the first Die·t with his ''Patriotic Wishes and Proposals for the 

! . 
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Civil Improvement. of the Israelites". This brochu:t"e answered 

obj ec·tions t6 Jewish peddling, and pointed out the advances the 

Jews were making (5). A Protestant professor at Erlangen, 

Alexander Lips, also published a brochure in March, 1819, 

which was· reissued in 1.821. It was a violent attack on the 

J·ews (6). 

Rosenf'eld, who had early seen that the restrictive laws 

of the IGdict of 1813 must. be fought tooth and nail, took ·t.he 

first appropriate occasion, the first session of the Diet, in 

1819, to advance his arguments· against them ( 7). The:re was a 

spirj.t of ill will toward the Jews pervading the sessions at. 

Munich,· and the Jews were frightened about what the new const~:t­

tutional era would mean for them. Accordingly, a group of 

eminent. ,Jews, i.nclud:i.ng Hosenfeld, from the various Bavariea:i 

to:v'ms, voluntarily assembled in Fuerth to discuss the situation. 

At the ~nst,igation of Hosenfeld and ·the Munich representatives 

it was decided to send a delegation to Munich to work on the 

spot against the restrictions. 'fhe Fuerth Orthoclox group 

worked violently aga:inst the possible choice of Rosenfeld as 

a delega·te, end succeed.ed in electing someone else in. his place. 

He, however, was backed by a minor·i·ty of 13 votes; and, zealous 

for the good cause, and urged by many supporters, he decided to 

go to Mw1ich in spite of the fact that he had no·t been selected. 

He appe'ered there as the represen-tative of Uehlfeld and neigh-

boring towns, and, af·ter· arrival, was named chairman of the 

delegationL While ·t:.here, he was hospit.ebly received and, in 

.. fact, overwhelmed with attention by the leaders of the Munich 

· .. ,_ 
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cong:r•egation; the newspapers c~U"ried accounts of his mission. 

On the .recommendation of the assemb:Led Jew:i.sh delegation, 

:Rosenfeld wrote his "Denkschrift an die hohe Staende-Versam­

mlung d~s Koenigreichs Baiern, die Lage der Israeliten und 

ihre buergerliche Verbesserun.g betreift'end" (''An Opinion dir­

ected t.o the Honored Diet of the Bavarian Kingdom, dealing 

with the St,atus of the Israelites and their Civil Imp:r·ovement") • 

This was published in Munich on April l5, l.819, and submitted 

to ·t.he Diet for its consideration (8). 

Rosenfeld was the first rabbi in modern history to address 

such an "opinion." to a parliarnent (9). His 11 Denkschrift11 was 

the fir~t published art.icle on emancipation writ.ten by any 

rabbi (10). It was writt,en of this memorable brochure: 

It certainly had been a long time since a RABBI had come 
out in public for t,he civil improvement of' his coreligio­
nists, who proved in clear, well-phrased mother-t.ongue, 
on the basis of incontrovertible evidence, how inaccurately 
the status of the Jews was comprehended by those who made 
the laws, a.nd who showed how these laws must be :ilnproved 
(11). 

Jost, the historian writes: 

Here was the first time in J'ewish history, so f a.r as is 
kn0m, t.hat a rabbi sent a memorial to a par·liament. 
Thij3 alone shows the progr·ess of the times; but this is 
sho"wn even mo1 .. e by the unrestrained cendo1 .. with which 
the author appealed to public opinion, del:l.neated the 
condi.tion of the Jews, and set forth their wishes (12). 

Liberal excerpt.s from the "Denkschrift11 are quoted in the 

magazine 11 Sulami th" (13) and a brief analysis of its contents 
~ .. , 

,. ) 

is given ·by Jost (14). But let us proceed to an exposition of 

the work itself. 

Rosenfeld, adrJress:lng the "Denkschrift" ·jjo the lower house, 

•·.;; 
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first observes that religious tolerance has been one of the 

greatest steps forward taken in the 19th century. Atter men 

have for· thousands of years attempted to force the worla. into 

relig:toui:; unity, they have in our tjme finally understood that 

it is easier to conquer ot.her men• s countries than other men's 

ideals, and that diversity is the Almighty• s aim in religion, 

as in o·ther aspects of Creation. 1I'.his attitude has benefited 

the Jews who, hated by mankind and living like a shadow and a 

ghost among them, have now found srrpporters among their fellow-

men,_ and princes to espouse their cause, 

tory laws have been set aside. 

Many old discrimina-

At the same time we J·ews ha:ve begun to become enlightened, 

·t.o revise our opinions of those who hold to other religions, 

and to assume responsibilities which formerly were not asked 

of .us. But this fine beginning has ceI'ta:Lnly :not come to 

completi6n. Many restrictions and laws still remain, 'bearin.g 

the st .. c:mp of earlier centu1•ies and unsuited to::::our times. We 

recoe,inize gra-tefully that we are no longer Crovm property, and 

·that our chil.c..1.ren ax·e not only allowed, but compelled, to 

attend,•the public school.s, and that they a.re permitt.ed to learn 

and exercise various handicrafts. But. mucl1. is still to be done .. 

'l'he lot of ·the Jew, still a hard one, must be made easier. 

In former times, the government paid lit·tle or no attention to 
.,·; 

·the Jews, who were lon their own resources. Nor did the state, 

which regarded them as foreigners, require all the regular civic 

duties of them. Very likely the Jews were originally refused 

. civil rights because they could not ant.1 would not, assume civic 

. '1 
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duties. Alld so the Jews, quite rightly, were allotted their 

own courts of jusitice and their own special businesses, be-

cause they did not entirely fulfill the civic duties which 

non-Jews bor•e. But the special Jewish privileges have disa:p­

~ peered since the Enlightenment. We have become subject to 

ail. ci.vic duties; but we have only PARTIALLY received our 

· .rcivil rights. In duties we are whole citizens; in. rights, .. 
only half-citizens. 

1rhis status of ours is undoubtedly well enough mean:t; • 

. The government did. not wish ·to grant us ·too much at once, 

for sudden good fortune can be as disastrous as sudden ill 

fortune. So ·the Jews accepted ·the situation, and we:·d.ted for 

, further c1evelopment. They accepted their new du:t1ies and 

. awaited their rights. Now progress seems to have been stemmed 

in its course. Half-way measures do more harm than good. 

These half-wey measures are the reason why public opinion is 

still displeased with t,he spirit and businesses of the Jews. 

If' ·t.he Jews try to advance, they are hemmed in with restric ... 

tions; if people wonder why ·t.hey do not become nobler people, 

why, ·there are the distinctive laws which work prejudicially 
.• 

against themt 

.the loser. 

So the state :ls not ·the winner, but the Jew IS 

The J"ews expect great deeds from the Diet; especiall.y 

since ~o Jew is there)to represent them, they hope that the 

Diet as a whole will bespeak the cause of this absent party. 

But, so many voices are raised against the Jewsl You wise 

representatives will not allow yourselves to be swayed from 

'i 
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the path of truth by go$sip or by passionate writers. You 

will yourselves investigate impert.ially, and let the voice of 

hmo.anit.y prevail. Shall our t.ime i:n a ·t.rice undo all ·that 

has been striven for these thousands of years? Shall we 

shatter .. what. has been won at the cost of so much blood? NO l 

we shall go forwax·d.. Have we not, suffered enough la:t,el~,r, 

what wit .. h war, pest .. ilence and hunger, that we have to have 

intolerance as well? 1t1 or i:f' we do have it, ·then no·~ only the 

Jews, but all mankind will suffer. Int.olerance is like the 

bite of a poisonous snake, almo s·t. unnoticed at first, bu·t 

which graduaJ.ly presses upon the heart, and causes death. 

'fhe Jewish nation is not a stubbor-.a child, 'but is only 

loert and backward. The J·ews will be receptive to everything 

good, if only they are hanclled carefully, and if their slave­

like mentality is removed.. 1rhey have alread¥ made unusual 

progress. A large nmnber now have a pure idea of morality, 

they have v:Lrtue, they are attached to king and country to 

a degree found among only the upper classes of the peoples of' 

other nations.. rrheir f ault.s ·t.hey share vdth the lower classes 

of all peoples. Iiiven the unlovely shell often contains a 

cos·t.ly pearl; there is nobili·t.y of soul .even in the hut. 

one of the most important epochs in their history lies 

before t.he Jews. . Great things are to be expected of them as 
I 

a result of compulsory ea.uca:t.ion. But the youth's ACTIVITY 

as well as his Mmrr.PJ.,lTY must be taken int.o consideration. 

Before proceeding t .. o my proposals, I shal.1 deal with an 
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important accusation that is made against the J"ews. They are 

ace.used of sticking to"petty business, and ot' not teaching 

their children trades. This is viewed as the source of' 

other evils. Bu·t let us examine ere we condemnl 

. ( 1. !low 1ong have t.he Jews been permi;tt.ed to engage :in trades? 

iV/' They mey not even no·w do so in Sax.bt~~ r.rhey have been oermit-
1 f ~ 

··,, . •"":'-
·ted to do so here only since 1813._j How can people be disturbed 

. ., 

.. 

i 
·/ 

about ·the fact ·tha·t in a mere f'ive yee:.u-s t,he J'ews have n.ot yet, 

thrown off t,he ha;bi ts of 1700 ~rears? L 

cTews have difficul·ty in finding a. master-wo:i:•kman t.o teach 

"'~-- t,hej .. 1"1 Childre11. 'l'hey often have to pay the master 200 Gulden, 

besides providing for their chi:ldren• s room and board, whereas 

ChriS'tians pay all told a ·total of only 50 Gulden.. lVIany mas­

·t,ers will not t,ak:e Jews at, eny price, because of int.olerance 

or self-int,erest. 'rhe craftsman, having a hard time making 

ends meet because of keen competition does not relish this 

new compet,:L·t:i.on from a class of people formerly excluded. from 

trades. I~ven the J·ew who is lucky enougl1 to find his ·training 

finds sim:i.lar difficulties in his year as journeyman. Vfhy 

then should ·t.he Jews be eager to learn trades? Furthermore, 

the J·ew is not permitted to reside in most cit,:i.es and t.ovms, 

1 h . t d "'li'th all .. t,"his, a goodly number of ·t.here to p y . 1s ra e. , .u. -

Jews HAVI1 already' gone in·to trades, an.cl if the restrictions 

are removed, a gr~at ch.\-'m.ge will be not,icea.:-...:::::\ 
A-_.) 

/·-/ 

3. How can one blame the Jew for sticking ·to pe-tty business, 

since th.it; field is the only one in whj.ch he can, tl!tder present 

regulat,ions, work profitably'? In any event, Jewish petty busi-
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ness is a healthy thing: it performs a public service. 

Those places where small business thrives ar•e better of'f 

economically than those where it does not... In the former, 

transport people, professional men and day laborers are all 

active; in the la·tter, idle. Also, the char act.er of 

Jewish bus:iness has improved during recent. decades. Ofte:n 

it, is no longer a sordid second-hand business, but a fine 

shop.. Gometimes Jews are il1volved in international com-

merce which brings profits into the country. 

~Che charge is often made in the newspapers that t.he Jews 

will become too rich, or that. t.hey have become so alreaey. 

Th:.i.13 is evil and baseless. Most Jews have a hcU'd time just. 

making a l:lving. 11 By the swea·t of ·their brow they earn ·t,heir 

brea<111 • The APPl~ARA't-rCJ~ of' Jewish wealt.h is due ·t.o the amount 

of CIHCULA.TION of· money among the Jews, because of t.he nature 

of their businesses. .And, indeed, if a Jew now and then DOES 

make good, why should he be begrudged what, is his? Or would 

the state p1•et"er to have poor subjects ins·tead of well-·to-do 

ones? 

' ( 111he present rest,rictions are the root of all the existing 
I , 

V evils. "Mensch·en werden immer menschlicher, wenn man sie wie 

Menschen behandel·t. u ("Men will l:>ecome ever manlier if men 

treat them lil'Ce men".) -~ 

'l'he condit,ions) nece~ary to the :f.ulJ. civiliz:ing of the Jews 
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1. If not the granti11.g of full rights, then at lea.st the 

granting of such as will l"emove from him degradation, scorn 

and disdain, and will ennoble him and stimulate him to 

useful activit.y. 

2. His religion should be accorded more respect, for reli-

, gion is the st,rongest .. support of his social and civic virtues. 

3. The ed.uca:tional work which has already begun should be 

tied in with a program of' religious instruction.. The young 

people' s work after they complete their schooling should be 

supervised. 

I{osent'eld therefore recommends the establisbm.ent, of han.di-

craft insti tut:i.ons in the la.rger cities where Jews live. Poor 

·pupils, or those who cannot find. a mast.er, ~an go there. The 

cost. is ·to ·be borne by the Jews. Also journeymen who can:not 

find work will find it, in these institut.io:n.s. A religious 

teacher is to visit~ each instit.ution several times a week:, 

especially on ·t;he Sabba:th, to teach the young people the ethics 

of their ·trade, moderation, love of tl:i.eir work, et,c. Each 

instit.ute should have a Jewish commission, to whom the appren­

'liice or journeyman can turn for help as regards securing :room 

anc1 boa.rd. ISach place should also have a special committee, 

consisting of the directors of t.he local. congregation. and seve­

ral other members, who are to see to it that no youth falls 

into slothfulness or\ idle ways. They are to call the police, 

if necessary, to keep the youth out of trouble. 'rhis plan will 

be wo1,kable if it :i.s proceeded with sufficiently energetically. 

'b,or ·t.he :tmple.menta:t.ion of his plan, 'Rosenfeld requests the 

I 
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Diet to ask ·t.he king ·t;o call ·t.ogether• a comm:i:ttee of Israel­

it.es from all d:i.stricts of the realm. It should have 30 to 

. 40 members; at least 7, or l/5 of' the..m, ouglrt. to be rabbis. 

one or two royal commissioners should be added to this com­

mittee to act as :lntermedia.L'ies in se·t.ting up the plan. 

Vfe Jews wish to disprove by our actions the accusat.ions 

. . · , made against us, and turn Chr:l.st.ian hate for us into love. (we 
. wish. t.o be accepted. as citizens not only in the militia, "but 
·. / 

· V also in Christian heart~ ln your hands lies the fate of the 

J"ews. If you at"e reluct.ant to give us everything at once -

· for instance, if you hesit.a:te to permit. ue to occupy high 

s·t.ate offices, etc. - then give us at, least what, humanit,y 

· demands t i.e., remove the petty restrictive and distinctive 

decrees. '11he world wilJ. then ask upon you the blessing of' that 

God Whose. children we all are, Who permit,s no exceptions to His 

· law of brotherly love. 11 Shall ·the misfortune of this people 

last forever•? Shall it. alone be sad, while all the world re­

joices'? Shall i·t alone bear burdens, fulfill duties, and re­

ceive for this service only insult? No, honored Diet of Bavaria& 

It is unwo:i:•thy to per.mi·t these conditions any longer, which are 

a disgrace to mankind. Complete the work which our great and 

. good king has begunl Go forward, to 1.mtie the bomia., revive the 

sorrowful and raise up those who are bowed down; then will your 

noble action be s:ingJ,ed out for highest blessingl" (15) 

The foreg0:i.ng is a synopsis of what must have been a strong 

piece of writing in it,s day. I am surprised at how modern 

. parts of' it seem, particularly where Rosenfeld mentions the appea-
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ranee of Jewish wealth because of' the constant .. circulation 

o:f:' Jewish money. Of course the laws were no·t removed, nor 

were the somewhat, sociaJ.istic handicraft insti tut .. es set up; 

ye·t Rosenfeld certainly deserved. all the credit he got fo1 ... 

his valiant attempt. Well disposed people recognized the 

service he had rendered Jewry and humanit,y. Ex-mini st.er 

Mon:t.gelas, who had had a great deal ·to do with the f'ormula:tion 

of the ltdict of 1813, to parts of' which Ro senf'eld was obj ec­

ting, told him a:fter r-eading his plea: 11Herr RabbinerL Had 

I kno'\l\Trl. that Bavaria possessed such men as you, ·then t.J.1e 

li~diet of 1813 would have ·t:.urned out dif'ferent,J.y 1" ( 16) 

But Rosenf'eld1 s work at the Diet of 1819 was not; ye·t 

finished. An accusation of bad Jewish business pr•actices, 

which was militating· agains·t. the cTewish cause, had been presen­

ted to the Diet by Bur-gomaster Utzschneider ( o:t' Munich ? ) and 

some wholesale merchants. So, eight days after publishing the 

11Denkschrift11 , Hosenfeld, while on a journey, wrote his 11
.Ar1 

eine hohe Staende-Versam.mlung des Koenigreichs Baiern. Be­

leuchtung a.er• von dem Buerge1 ... meister und Hi t·ter Herrn von 

Utzschneider und vielen andern Kaufleut .. en bestaetigt.en M­

traege in Bertreff des Hausir- und sogenannten unberech:tigen 

Handels d.er Judenu (" 1ro ·t.he Honorable Diet of Bavaria. An 

Explanation of the Accusations set forth regarding ·t.he Ped­

dling and so-cal.leQ. Illegal Business of the Jews, by the 
I 

Burgomaster and Nobleman Herr von Utzscbneider and Many Other 

Merchants11 ). This pamphlet was no·t signed wi·th Rosenfeld' s 

name, the author being indica:t.ed only as 11 a friend of humanity, 
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who Vl/I'ote in ·the name of many peddlers .. 11 1rhe lit .. tle work 

bore the ·mott.o "Open thy mouth for the dumb11
• Like t~he 

1t])enlcscbrift11 it was published in Munich and prer~ented to 

·the Diet. (17). The 11Beleuchtung'·', hastily written, is not 

up to the standard set by the 11"Denkscb:rift"; Jost mentioned 

it, but did not think it worth very much (18). Nevertheless, 

we shall let t.he 11 Beleuchtung11 speak for i·tself: 

Utzschn.eider Is premises ar·e ground.less: therefore his 

conclusions eaimo't• st.and. (The Jew receives no preferent.ia1 

treatment .. with regard to peddling, which to hirn as to ·the 
/ I Christian, is a generally prohibi·ted occupation, open only to 

' ' 

those who were peddlers before 1813, and only to these so 

long as it is irn.possible for ·t;,hem to fmd some other means of 

support .• ) Those who now peddle were born and r•aised. at a time 

when other livelihoods were not permj.tted them; they had no 

choice. Few could. c4'ford to go into wholesale business, so 

the majorit.y were forced into peddling, which a-t that time 

was as legal and honorable as any other calling. They all 

used to get their official marriage licenses and domicile 

permits on the basis of peddling as a legal occupation. No 

one ever accused the pre-1813 Bavarian governme11:t, or t,he 

governments of the states which Bavaria has a:nnex.ed, of 'beir1g 

imprudent and weak because they allowed these peddlers to ge·jj 

married. 
( 

.. \Most of the peddlers are honest, and ·tolerated by ·the 

~ pe~ple who live on their peddling-circuits. )If these men who 
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have peddled for 20, 30 and. even 40 years, and are as a re­

euft unfit to do anything else, are now deprived of their 

slim livelihood, ·tb.ey and their farnilies will ·be totally 

impoverished, and will become a burden upon the sta:t.e and 

hmnanity. 

Utzschneider' s accusat.ions al"e ast.onishing. Sometimes 

they can be substantiated by not a single example; at other 

times ·t.hey touch only the periphery o:t' the matter. •ro h:im 

the Jews' are always 11 illega1.n business-men, their businesses 

always 11 illegal11 · busilJ.ess. But t.he Jews have ·t.he:ir licenses 

like everyone else; fur·t.hermore, their rigb:t; to peddle is 

as ancient as their political existence it.self .. 

The charge is made that ·they get police licenses, which 

they use to ply their business out.side of ·t.heir own district, 

i.e., ·they peddle throughout Bavaria.. If so, this is a charge 

not against the peddlers, but against the pol:Lce for "their 

laxity. Also, Utzsclineider says 11 t.he J'ews'' commit illegal 

acts: he does not specify· this or t.t.1.at particula:t• indivi­

dual. What must foreigners thj.nk of Bavaria if our police 

are so lax'H At any rate, it is not true that Jewish ped­

dlers do business throughout the land. Their patents are 

valid only in several local districts (Iiandgerichtsbezirke). 

Nor. :l.s j_t so easy to get a peddling license as Utzschneider 

would have us bel±eve. 

_The charge is made that the Jew pays no business tax.es, 

but keeps all his profits for ldJnself'. k\. more t .. ypic al 



- 58 -

of the erroneous accusations so often levelled against the 

. Jews could hardly be :found. Is there really even a single 

Jew who do es not pay true.es~? 1.t'he accusa·tion that they keep 

all their profits betrays an ignorance of the peddler's cir-

. cumstances. Most of them eke out only a meagre livirig. If 

they have any· consider· able Qll'loun·t of money, they s·top peddling! 

1l'he Jews are charged with buying their war•es from foreign 

coun·tries, with often not peyiug the cus·toms duties on their 

goods, and with deal:i.ng with bankrupt firms wh:Lch furnish the 

goods at a ve:ry low price. The accusation about evading the 

customs cru1 hardly apply, s:ln.ce the Jews mostly buy at ·the 

great Bavarian fairs, and also from Christian wholesalers. At. 

eny rate, the customs fraud laws apply to the J'ews as to the 

Christians. Hardly a Jew is to be fou11d among the cust.oms 

fraud cases prosecut.ed by the government. In this matter ·the 

Jews are just like those of any ot .. her faith. As to dealing 

with bankrupt houses: were the accusation true, Germany would 

have a plethora of such fi1u.s, and a paucity of sol:i..d concernst 

Incidenta.11y, Utzschne id.er' s pro po ~lalS are quite unconsti t­

utional. His jealousy reminds us of the parable Nathan told 

David, in which the rich man lusts after the poor man. 1 s leunb 

(II Samuel 12). It is quite understand.able ·t.hat many" me:rchants 

are allied with Utzscrmeider; they wish to assail their com-

petit,ors. 

our world. is indeed sick. 1rhe basis of the trouble lies 

within ourselves; ye·t we persist in seeking the cause of our 

,· 
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troubles in the present., whereas they are :in reality the 

result of our past mistakes. Many people find. that they 

make things easier for themselves if only they can say to 

someone else, "You are to 'bl001et 11 Thus it happens that, 

·t.he Jew, because he is weak, is always made the butt of 

this reproach. ~d so tbe present bad business yeff!', and 

the present, dearth of money, both the natural results of 

·t,he recent famine, are blamed on the JewL Jut who, we asl~, 
suffers more than the J·ew dur:tng h&'d. times? .And ar.11ong the 

} .. · Jews, who suffers more than the peddler, 1
•
1who in st~orm and. 

~ -f; ·~ j 

!1 rain, in frost and heat, of·t.en travels about the whole day 

leng, scarcely realizing enough profit, ·to buy his scant,y n1eal'? 11 

They envy 11'HT~SE people?L THESE unfort,unat,es are worthy of the 

.;jealousy of ·t.he merchants11 

(In any event, peddling is not, so bad. a;n occupa:t.ion as has 

be~1 supposed. It benefits the wholesalers. What would the 

Bamberg fairs be without the peddlers who suppor·t them'( The 

public is benefited too. Everyone knows that he can buy more 

cheaply when tb.e "storen comes to his house ·t.han when he go es 

to the s·t.ore. In stores people are ashamed .to bargain ( "han­

del11) to any great degree; this is not so regarding their 

dealings with the peddler. Also, think of the :inconvenience 

which the country people would feel were it not, for ·the ped­

dler~ How much time and money they would lose if they ha.d to 

go to-town for every little thing. Also, the cit,y s·tores do 

not readily extend credit., like the peddler does. J 
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But I have wri t·t.en ·t,his apology for peddling not wi·t,h ·t.he 

in·tent.ion of trying to alter Bavarian law (i.e. of making 

peddling open to all), but, merely to show Utzscbneider how 

just the government regulations are, and ·t,hat there is nothing 

evil about, allowing ·these people to COU'tinue in their wa:y of' 

, making a living. Our state only permits what many others do, 

at no detr:irnent t.o their welfare. •rhis is a business which 

has existed for many cen-turies. It is hoped that the Diet 

will reject the Utzscbneider proposals as they deserve. It 

would certainly be unjust to pass laws prejudic:i.aJ. to the 

welfare of an already impoverished class of people, laws in 

fact prejudicial to everyone exce-pt. the few businessmen who 

might ·conceivably be benefited.. If' the Diet upholds the pro-

r posals, then one class," ·the most well-to-do in ·t.he land, will 

be benefited: if TI:D.L'Y made less money ·than they do, they 

would not be forced into a living death, as would be the case 

with the peddler if HIS earnjngs were curtailed. May you, 

therefore, come ·to your decision on the basis of' right, fair-

ness and truth ( 19) • 

This 11 Beleuchtung11 was, like the 11Denkscl1rift.11
, well re­

ceived in enlightened Jewish and gentile quarters (20). Hosen­

feld' s two documents and those of other forward-looking people 

were not without effect on the Diet, even though t,he Utzscllnei-
\ 

der group worked violently against any betterment of the J·ews 
1 

cona.i t:i:on (21). on May 11, 1819, a revision of the Edic·t of 

1813 was proposed in the Diet (22). On June 10, the Diet 
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decided 1) on this thoroughgoing revision and 2) on first con­

vening an assembly of enlightened Jews to give the government 

their advice in making the revision (23). The government de-

. clared at, the prorogation of the Diet on July 22: 111rhe Min­

istry of t .. he Int.erior will busy itself with the matter of re­

vision, and will ley a comprehensive bill before ·the next 
' 
Diet • t1 (24:) 

Short.ly after ·t,hese felici·tous results an emmissary of' the 

Munich Jewish congregation brought to Rosenfeld in Uehlfeld. 

as their expression of appreciation a gold snuff box containing 

50 Ducats, together wit.h a lett.er which read: 

In recognition of ·t.he service which you, tbrough your 
wr:i.t:ings, have rendered to our coreligionists in Bavaria, 
we taker the liberty of sending you this gold snuff box, 
together· with 50 Ducats, which we hope you will be pleased 
to accept (25). 

(The students at Wuerzburg, however, were not pleased with 

· the· king's promise to do something for the J·ews, arJ.d later in 

1819 they raised the uuepL hep L '' cry against, them.\ The anti­

semitic movement reacl1ed consid.erable proportions throughotrt. 

Bavaria, many excesses being committ .. ed aga:i.nst .. t;he Jews, 

several of whom were killed. The government had ·t,o declare 

· mart:i.al law in order to restore order (26).. The ardor of both 

Jews and government was dampened by these outbreaks, and it 

was not until 1821 that the Jews again dared to appeal for 

emancipation. 
I 

1n t:tiat year the Fuert11 .Jews sen-t a memorandum. 

to. the king, which proved of. no avail ( 27). 

By 1822 feeling aga:inst .. the Jews was high, largely as a 
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' result of Professor Lips' brochure (see above), which had 

been republished in 1821. In 1822, when next the Diet met, 

unfeasible and impracticaJ. suggestions were made by the Jews; 

·the pamphlets of that year by J. B. Goldschmidt and w. Ney 

are cal.led "terrible" by J"ost, while Hosenfeld 1 a 11Me'moir•e 11 

was considered somewhat bet.ter. ~['he antj.-semites h.ad not 

frightened him, and in this "Me'moire" he once again appealed 

to the Diet for removal. of t,he re::3trictions against the Jews, 

1 and for bettering t~heir condition. It, was a longer work than 
~ . 

!~ . 

· ei tber the 11Denkschrift11 or the 11Beleuchtung11 , and was pr :l.n.ted 

at ·t.he expense of the directors of the Munich congregation, by 

whom he was lat.er given 25 Ducats as a token of thanks .. (28) .. 

~rhe full. title of this pamphlet is ''Memo ire an die hohe 

Staende-Versammluilg des Koenigr•eichs Baiern; ueber verschied 1ne 

gegen die J·uden gemacht,e Antraege. N ebst einigen Wuensch en 

und Bitten" ( 0 Memorial to the Honorable Diet of the Bavarian 

Kingdom, concer•ning Various Accusations Made against the ;Jews, 

1 together with Several Wishes and Request,s 0 ) .. It .. was published 

in Munich in 1822, and is dated from Markt Uehlfeld, .April 11 .. 

The 11Memoire11 takes as its motto: 0 Ye shall not. respect 

persons in judgment; ye shall hear the small and the great 

alike ••• for the judgment is God• s (Deuteronomy 1:17).. Once 

before, says Rosenfeld, I put, m11 ideas before you, New accu­

sations, incluCJ.ing htte:rences by some members of your chamber, 

Which run through my v:i.tal. organs like a sword, are the reason 

w~y I once again raise my voice on behalf of this oppressed 
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and misunderstood class of people. 

1. Concerning the economic posit.ion of the Jews, their 

wealth and business: From the accusations, one would think 

the status of the J·ews were enviable. What. an errort In 

reaJ.i·t_y, the envier is more fort .. u:nate ·than the envied. Only 

a Jew can really understand the t.rue misfor·tune of his people. 

When a person who is in possession of all rights, and free to 

advance hif3 posit.ion, complains about hard t,:i.mes, how much 

roo1~e ought the J·ews to complain, who generally do not enjoy 

these right.s, and are hemmed in by countless restrict.io:ris and 

difficulties, to which are added hate and persecut;ion.. But 

the J·ew does not complain. He is accustomed to suffer and 

. , · hold his peace .. _ 

It is said that ·t.he J·ews are rich. 'rhis is not so. A 

person who is wor·IJh 3000 Gulden is generally considered rich, 

even ·though h:i.s weaJ.:IJh be in outst,anding debt,s of 5, 10, 15 

and 20 Gulden. surely the poorest farmer, if only he is 

solvent, is worth more than such. a. urich" Jew. Credit is the 

Jew• s l:lfe-blood... Jews vih.o therefore seem rich may in reality 

not be rich at all. There :Ls only one rich Jew for 50 rich 

Christians, but the Jews are judged "tot.us pro parsn (all by 

a few) when it is ·to their disaa.vant.age (and so people sey 

"the Jews'' are rich.) r·t is not t.he POSS:l!::SSIOM but the ENJOY-

MENT of inoney that makes one rich. 'I1he J·ews have groans for 

th:ir first, course ancl sighs for dessert. The more ed.ucat,ed 

they are, the more bitterly they feel ·1;.he pa:in of false accu-

sa:tion. 

,,__- . ..l!... 
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It is bad. enough to be unfortunate. It. is doubly bad to 

be unfortunate, but not to be thought of as unfortunate. But. 

to be. un:f'ortWlate and to be considered LUCKY, and to receive 

not sympathy but persecution - of such a state of af'fai.rs no 

ad.equat~ description can be givenl 

·rhat the J·ew is clever and industrious is the na:tural 

result, of' ·the oppression he feels. Necessity is the mother 

of' invention. There is nothing in all God.' s Creatj.on ·tha·t is 

superfluous: even fleas and Jews are no exception to this 

rule. Let people not be surprised that "the Jews still cling 

t.o business. You c®IIDo·t throw peopJ.e out of their element 

a.J.1 at once. Gradual progress ,will lead ·t~o the desired goal. 

Furt.her, it is wrong to think of business as unproductive. 

Every hand has j:ts value. (Here :Rosenfeld quo·tes from Mendels­

sohn to prove that business, teaching and the military pro­

fession are productive occupat:i.ons, inasmuch as they satisfy 

a public need$) Even the lowliest peddler has his worth, not 

only for the "buying public, who can buy more cheaply from him, 

but also for the wholesaler who depends on him. 

Nor does the peddler• cause people ·to become overwhe1Jned by 

an ever upward spiralling burden of debt, as has been alleged, 

because a) the peddler often sells to ·the same people for 20 

years or more and still l<:eeps ·their confidence in him, b) ·he 

seldom complains agalnst his customers, and even more seldom 

do ... they lodge complain·ts against him, c) he generally takes 

no promissory note, but jus·t makes a memo, under which c:Lr-
1. 
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cumsta.nces a usurious piling up of debt could hardly occur, 
' 

and d) most peddlers are poor, and must rely on cr~dit, a 

condition which disproves ·t,he charge that they a;i:•e get, ting 

:rich through usury. The only possible legitimate charge 

a,gains.t the peddlers is that ·t.hey tempt people to buy things 

tb.ey do not need, so that ·the people spend money unnecessar­

ily. But because of the~ peddler's cheaper prices, the 

people get more for ·t:.heir money than if they bought in town, 

so the fact that they buy these extra things is realzy not an 

evil; if they bought in ·town they would spe:nd the same emou.nt 

of money, receiving, however, fewer goods. Even if the people 

buy luxury items from the peddler, this is st.ill quite legal: 

t.he state, indeed, permits the importation of tobacco int.o 

Bavaria, a circumstance which causes great sums of money to 

leave the count1 .. y. VVhy then ~~hould ·the peddler be begrudged 

for selling a few luxury items which he buys lli Bavaria:? 

Much more might be said about peddling, in which., ·by the 

way, the writer has no personal interest~, because, thank' God, 

no one in h:is family peddles; but ·truth demands that ·the 

writer speak out, in its defense, especially where it concerns 

the welfare or distress of innocent people .. 

\ 2. 

i ;;., ·'4 ' 

Views on the growing complaints against the Jews end(, I(} ~Ji, / 
their increasing in Bavaria: It is said that the Jews are 

incr•easing :In numbh (which may well be the case); )ut the 

cP,arge is made by the ranting opponents of the J"ews,. who, at 

a moment when the Jews are improving their condition, wish to 
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' deliver the ucoup de gr~ce11 upon them. W'.hy all this hate 

. aga:i:nst1 us? It stems f'rom a) ·the revolutionary spirit of our 

t,jmes, which seeks some outlet, b) people who have a fanatical 

and. mystical ·tempe:i:·ament, who tend even unto violence, and c) 

especially from ·t°Jhe laws ·themselves. 
,> 

. '·) ' 

At ·the end. of the 18th and beginning of' the l3t.h centuries 

hate against. the Jews had almost c1isappear·ed. This was the 

• 
/ result of lSt,h century philosophy. J'ews became like Christians 

:in the:tr speech, mentality, dress, educa'tion, etc., and friend­

ly intercourse existed bet.ween the two groups, who went forward 

hand •in hand. Jews took an interest i:n ·their nation, and be­

came cultured and eclucat .. e~, more so perhaps than their means 

peI'Ill:ttted.. They established schools, literary societj.es, etc. 

Then came a period of fog and darla1ess. Evil and int .. olerance 

emerge¢L from their dark alleys.. Paid hirelings took Jew-hat.red 

from its grave, refurbished it in modern dress, and sent it, 

fort.h into the world. rrhe fools gaped, while the clever either 

· ' laughed or cried. Every crime committed by a Jew was commit.-

ted by 11 ·the · J"ews", au.a. repor•ts thereof' were scat·tered broadcast. 

What are the accusationsr? Is the J·ew a murderer, ad.ult-
·-,._ 

er er, arsonist .. or mutineer? No 1 Here he sells goods higher 

than ·t.hey should be priced; there he cuts the price too low; 
' ·r1 /or he has the nerve to speculate and. get rich; or he eats f'ishl \ 

V . ( (Rosenfeld adds ·t.hat {le once heard ·the story of a Jew who was ) 

reproached for havll1g eaten fish; to which the Jew replied, 

~~es, but of' course I removed the bonest n) ") 

It is true that, we have our usurers and cheat.s, but, only a 
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few from ·the lowest class of people. But. who hasn• t'? ought. 

the whole people to be blamed for a few'? If so, every baker 

should be punished because some sell underweight loaves1 

There are laws against. usurers and cheats, which are invoked 

upon their violators., ~~his is ·the proper way to do things in 

a constitut,ional state, where right, not passion, must, pre-
. 

vail. u:ehe fathers shaJ.l not suffer for the s:ins of the chil-

dren ••• but everyone shall die for his own sin". 

If t,he Jews in reality ha\Te a greater propor·t.ion of cheats 

and usurers than those of other religions, this is ·because of 

their oppref3Sion. 1rhe J·ewish religion does not sanction 

usury. "Seek the welfaL'e of ·t.he ci·ty wherein ye dwell", said 

Jeremiah (29:7). Usury would harclly conform to the "welfare 

of the st.ate''. Whatever mey be true in the accusations against 

us is the result of our ·treatment; whatever is· un·true or 

exaggerated is t.h.e result of hatred. (Here Ro senf'eld quot.es 

Kruenitz• nE.ncyclopedia" t0 show that when ·t.he Christians were 

a small minority, the very same accusations were ma.de against 

THimv1, to show that Christ.iani·ty was incompatible with the wel-

fare of the state.) 

Hate is caused, particularly, by the existing laws (09). 

Laws are a greater teacher of' men than either school or pul­

pit,. School and pulpi·t educa:te in LEA.i:tNDJG; laws educate in 

LIFE. 1rhe school ·~>Uilds the youth, but the laws build ·t;;he man. 

As the laws are tolerant and. libe:r·al, or intolerant aJ.1.d illiberal, 

so will ·t.he man be. In t:hose lands where J'ews have full rights -
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France, Holland and England - the people are happy with their 

J·ews, and ·there is neither cornplai.nt, nor hate against, them. 

How st:r.:ange ·t.hat people complain that the Jews are :increa­

sing at a time when ·the laws prevent.:ing this increase are -

being so stringently a:ppliedt If Bavarian Jewry has increased 

from 2000. to 49 ,ooo, ·this was not an internal increase: the 

4'7 ,ooo came from ·the states annexed by Bavaria. With ·t,hem 

there also came an increment to the national wealth. This was 

of esp~3cial value, since Jewish money circulates, and is pro­

ductive, leaa.ing to greater taxes for the state, et.c. Ji~ven 

. r with the increase' these 49 ,ooo Jews are still only 1.% of the 
' ~' 

state• s en·ti:re popula:tion. Both nature and religion teach 11Be 

frui t:f'ul and multiply" • (Rosenfeld now quot.es from von Dohm 1 s 

pamphlet concerning improvement of the Jews' status, ·to show 

that large populations are a help to ·t.he state. He likewise 

quotes· from Mendelssohn to make the same point.) /il-le delineates 

the evils of having ·to wait for a place on the Jk_wish Hegist.er: 

a man must, mm"ry late, he c;l.ies while his children are st.ill 

,. young, ancl ·they are lef·t without, support. Such cona.i·t.ions are 

against, God's will. ) 

People (e.g. Malthus) say ·t.hat the world canno·t support 

so many inhabitants. Ye·t we have sui"vived the recent fairnine, 

arid once again ·there is plenty for everyone to eat. '!'he Jews 

have be~n limited\ to a set number for now over 100 yea:rs. The 

~general population has increased in that, ·time, yet the Jews 

are still confined. to the same number. This is most unfair. 
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fHe means that if ·t.he Jews are to be l:i.mit,ed at all, they 

should be lim:l tea. not .. to a fixed number, but to a certain pro-

portion of the total population.) 

Is there more good or more ev:Ll in the world? 
11
God saw ••• 

and it was good". The world would HE.AI.J ... Y be good if only men 

-·would not spoil their own happiness. 

As ·t.o ·t.he requests and wishes: first, let ·t.he Diet no·t 

seek a cur·e for ·the Jews by mult .. _iplying t .. he medicines of res­

trictive legislation. second, that the Die·t will remove aJ.l 

laws which keep the Jews from the free enjoyment of civil 

rights. Give us lil-ce ·treatm.ent before the law. 11.:very excep­

tion to this leads ·to hatred. Third, may the Die·t no·t forbid 

peddlery. This would be no public service, an.d would ruin th.e 

peddlers, who would become bankrupt. A big evil would replace 

the present small one (if, ind.eed, it be aami tted that, peddJJng 

is an evil.) Fourth, may the Diet oppose· any allega:t.ions made 

within its c1wmbers against the ENTIR1~TY of Israel. .A.n:t.i­

Jewish utterances, particularly those made in the Diet, lead 

ta repetition by o·t.hers. In a constitutional state, a citizen 

ought to be punished only after condemnation, never· by passion 

resembling ancient barbarism. (He now quotes Friedlaender, ·t,o 

the effect tha·t in order t .. o see ·t.he potentialities of a bound 

men, you must remove ALL of his chains, not just a few.) 

Why do our Chr)ist.ian brothers delay t.o free us? Does not • 

... their :religion demand this of them? Let them come to us wi·t.h 

love, and see how receptive we are to this t.re a.tment •• 
11•rreat 
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the stranger like the homeborn° (Leviticus 19:34). Shall this 

verse not be applied, not. even ai'ter 3000 years? Shall it not 

be applied ·to people who, after their long sojourn here, can 

hardly be co'nsidered strangers? Ho senfeld recommends ·t.he 

reading of' Mendelssohn's ttJerusalem 11 to the delegates. May 

the weed of' intolerance be r·eplaced by the noble plants of 

love, concord, religious tolerance and amiability1 If the 

Diet will work toward this goal, it will reflect c1--editably 

on ·them and on the state. "Love and truth meet.; righteousness 

and justice embrace" (30). 

rrhe 11Memoire11 was well recej.ved, and B.o senf'eld was honored 

as the leader in ·t.he fight for emancipa:tion. His advice, we 

are ·told, was always accepted by the J'ews whenever ·the matter 

of emancipation was under discussion (31). But t,he Diet was 

in no mood t,o heed his l"equests. On May 13, 1822 the govern­

ment declar•ea. ·t.hat. revision of the Edict, of 1813 was no longer 

timely, and the matter was indefinitely postponed. (32). The 

only good ·thing which followed was that. on January 16, 1823, 

the J'ewish religious schools were brought, und.er closer super­

vision of the government. (33). This decree was folJ.owed on 

Ii'ebruary 28, 1828, with a law compelling the Jews to operate 

religio1is schools, and permitting these to be combined with 

the Jewish elementary schools. Religious instruction was 
\ 

compulsory for all J·ews aged 6-13. Inst.ruction for those 

-aged 13-18 was also ·t.o be given, in ·t.he syn.agogue, on Sabbaths 

and Holidays (34). 

..,1 
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With the advent of King Ludwig I as king, on October 13, 

. 1825, ·t;h:ings began to be 'better for the Jews. He wa~ at 

first liberal, although after the July Revolut.ion in li'rance 

he was frightened into reaction. The government began to 

enforce the rules of 1813 conce:r:n:i.ng the educa·tion of' rabbis, 

and Jewish life came under the direction of roya.1 commis­

sioners who were responsible for the approval of suit.able 

rabbis (35). 

Bamberg, in the 1830' s, was a center of activ:t ty for Jew-

ish rights. On December 20, 1830 a committee of five men, 

:includ:i.ng Habbi Rosenfeld, was organized to work for emanci­

pation.. .11his commj.ttee worked with similar ones from other 

cities. rrhe Wuerzburg committef;~ asked Bamberg to coun:tersign 

.a memorial they were planning to submit to the governmen-t, 

but Bamberg refused on April 27, 1831, saying that they were 

pl<mning ·t.o send their own petition, from which they expected 

good results (36). In May Bamberg sent tb.i.B petition to the 

Diet, where it found a good recept,ion., because the July Revo­

lution of 1830 had purified the atmospher·e. Their expecta·tions 

were justified. The Diet voted unanimously for a revision of 

the E:dict of 1813, and, on December 29, 1831, when the lower 

·house adjourned, the :i.ntroduction of more liberal. laws was 

promised. '!10 this end the government, in Octobe1 .. , 1832, set 
) 

up a comprehensive inquiry into the Jewish situation, t.o be 

conducted by the distric:·t aut:horities (37). 

To this inquiry, the rabbi and direct.ors of the Bamberg 

I ; 

ii 
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congregation replied: rJ~he authoritj.es have ·treated our com-

munit,y clecently. However·, we now and then feel tJ:1e depre-

cations of the populace, even for t,he most innocent reasons. 

This is the result of ·t,he discrind.natory laws, wherein ·the 

Jew appears before the public as an out.cast. It is espec­

ially hoped that the insult of the 11 norma1 count" may be 

removed; or at least that the right of domicile may be en­

larged, so that 100 families may have this riglrt. in BarJiberg. 

We also recommend the establishment of a J'ewlsh cons:lstory. 

Finally, we desire that all synagogues in the kingdom shouJ..d 

follow the same li·t,urgical service, to be based on the pre­

sent. educational at.ta:lnments of the Jews; namely, it should 

include several German prayers (38). Rosenfeld evidently 

did not, feel t11at this reply sufficed, and he sent the gov­

ermnent on January ll, J.8:33, a detailed memorandum (39). 

'rhi s memor·andum began: 

'l'he intent.ion of His Majesty the King to give serious 
consideration to a revision of the existing laws and 
regulations concerning the cona.i·tion of the Jews :in 
Bavaria certainly fills the breast. of every J·ew with 
most appreciative joy a:o.d hope. Since the majority of 
the Jews in Bavaria are no longer ·those of 1.813, ·t;,hey 
now feel too keenly those res·tric·tive laws which have 
outlived their usefulness and which stand in ·the wey 
of their becoming truly civilized; they· hope, there­
fore, henceforth to live in a freer, more honorable 
condition, so that they may with joy and love fulfill 
the civic duties asked of them; and. so that ·t.hey may 
continue to live as honest respect,ed children of the 
Fatherland. T~ustingly they look ·to the justice and 
kindness of His Majesty the King, and they await from 
his glorious reign the removal of those d:lsg1'"'aceful 
ff?t't.ers which enervate the spirit, and men's courage 
and. energy, and which continually make them a laughing­
stock and the object of contempt .• 
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If now to attain these ends the royal government seeks 
proposaJ.s from the rabbis and congrega-tional off'icial.s 
with regard to their religious affairs, then the humbly 
undersig,-'lled writer of these proposals will no·t wit .. hhold 
his convict.ion. that the single most desirable a.na. excel-

. lent means of securing the ennoblement, of the Jews in 
religious, civic and moral matters would be ·their civil 
emancipation. 

(Here Rosenfeld goes on frankly and shar·ply· to criticize var­

ious points in the Edict of 1813.) He closes: 

May the proposals and wishes here humbly ~1et forth re­
ceive a most friendly appraisal and hearingL 

(He now. includes a paragraph telling of his J..ove for the king.) 

The hj.gbly placed one who, possessed of most sublime vir­
tue, broke the fet.ters of the unfortunate people of 
Greece, and sent them a ruler for their welfare from his 
high sublime royal house (40), will, in the fullness of 
his grace and mercy, be no less sensitive of the needs of 
a deeply bowed. dovm class of people in the midst. o:f his 
own kingdom, who place t"heir hope and trust in his 
f atb.erly kindness (41). 

But this government inquiry, and. many efforts between 1832-

1834, sparked by Baron J·acob von Hirsch of Wue1•zburg, led only 

to the eertablisbm.ent of district synods, ·whose sole official 

duty was the collecting of important documents. These synods 

were held by the government :in the first quarter of 1836; from 

these meetings the government hoped to learn which brand of 

Judaism was the true one. Needless to say, the meetings were 

quite without result. Rosenfeld was one of tbree Bamberg dele­

gates to the synod of his district, which was held in Bayreuth (42). 

A minor victory) on the emancipation front was achieved in 

1835. ·until that year reports o:f' robberies, at the request of 

the city magisti .. ate, had ·to be read in the synagogue in Bamberg 

(and presumably in other cities), or posted upon its wall. At 
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·the urging of the rabbinate this nuisance was abolished by the 

Diet .. :l.n 1835 (43). 

Jewish efforts for emancipation again burst into full 

" flame in 1837. On April 3, the direct.ors of' the Bamberg con­

grega·tion sent a planned petition to :Or. Carl Feust of !i1uerth, 

with the request, that he reword it, in a shorter, more readable 

st,yle. .Feust answered: "The plan you sent, me seems by its 

style to be the work of your honored rabbi.; the exposition of 

point no. 30 of the l!~dict (of 1813) which it contains would do 

honor to the most sharp-minded jurist. 11 The compl:iJnent to 

Hosen:f.'eld was, of course, not undeserved (44). It is not 

clear wh-ether Feust reworked the petition, or whether j;t was 

submitted in the form Hosenfeld had writ.ten it.; but a·t &ry 

rate, t.he Bamberg congregation did submit some pet,j.tion at 

thj.s time (46). The plan which was sent to Feust reads in part 

as follows: 

The J"ews of ·t.he kingdom long more for moral than for mat­
erial bene:fit .. s, as regards the removal o:t' the r·estri.ctions 
upon them; for they, in the midst of a ·free f\lld,, fortun-
ate people, feel slandered through the manifold restric­
·t.ions and antiquated laws under which they live. The 
noble taste for the excellent, the good and the 'beautiful 
which, through bet.ter educa:tion, rearing and up'br:inging 
has be en awakened in them for some years past, will be al­
most repressed by such slander, and will smother in infancy; 
a long delay in the coming of all.evia.t:i.on can be only de·t.­
rimen:t,al, and the good things which the gover•nment and 
people have worked at so zealously for so ;Long a ·t:lrne will 
once again be nullified. 

It ought, not e\scape the excellent :tntel1igence of Your 
Royal Majesty that the ec1uca:t.ional development of cit,izens 
has its phases, just as the individual goes tlU'ough various 
p}fases. If the boy is kept, too long under the rod. of cor­
rection, or the youth too long under parental tut.elage, 
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very pernicious reactions will result. We J-ews of Bav .. 
aria, aft.er the passage of 24 years (since 1813), have 
now completed the phases of childhood and. youth. It 
ought, now to be time ·to treat us like men, since we have 
·the :na·tural intelligence, wher·ewith the Creator of all 
t.h:i.ngs endowed us, with which to work for our own and 
the state's ad.vantage. We are ready ·t;,o develop indepen­
dently, and better ai1d more completely ·than heretofore. 
We will not~ fall baclc int,o our former slumber (46). 

The Munich congregational direct.ors, on lviay 29, 1837, 

:U1vited four ot,her congrega·t;,ions to send delegates to ·t,hat 

cit,y to have an audience with King Ludwig h:Lmself. Of 

course Rosenfeld represented Bamberg, and, because of the 

excellence of the planned pet,i·tion he had sent. to li'eust, he 

was also made chairman of the entire delegation. The delega:t.es 

were re"f.eived by the .king on eii~her i:Tune 23, 24 OJ:' 25, 1837, 

· each cit.yi s delegation being received separately. In t~he 

name of the Munich deputation, an address was deli.vered ·to 

the king. A copy, dated ~rune 23, was filed in tr.ie re1.:ords of 

the Bamberg congrega:tion, and bore Hosenfeld' s handwrit,ing. 

Perhaps he had authored it himself .. (47). Hosen:feld, at this 

time, delivered his ovm. petition to ·t.he king: 

"Your Maj estyL Commissioned by the Jewish congregation 

of Bamberg, ·t:he most humble undersigned ventures to approach 

the sublime throne of Your Royal Majesty wi·th ·the following 

. most sul:lliiissive sta:tement and rt:~quest. 

One cannot fail to appreciate that ·the royetl Ed:.i.ct of 
) 

June 10, 1813, dealing with the condition of ·t.he J·evm in 

the Kingdom of :Bavaria, contained a lot that was good and 

applicable regarding the civic and religious cul·ture of the 
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Jews. Nevert,heless it must be recognized that it. cont.ained 

many oppressive .stipulations, which have become especially 

irksome since the authorities have int.erpreted and adminis­

tered them accorcl:ing to the narrowest. and most prejudicial 

interpretation. It can hardly be doubted t.ha:t. the removal 

of these restrictions would benefit the whole state. But 

since ·they still exist., it would seem to be consonant with 

the overall. character of the Edict, and with its declared 

purpose, to interpret and apply t,hern according to the most, 

lenient meaning. This is unfortunately not the case, for 

the laws are always applied in the bitterest, harshest mall-

ner. Because of this, Your Majesty's Jewish subject,s have 

beeome completely disheartened, and. the significant. progTess 

'-t· they have made toward civic and socia1 culture, with ·the hope 

•. l of· achieving an improved legal st.atus, is unhappily beginning 

to cease. ·rhis forces friends of humanity to take a sad view 

of the future. The sufferings of the Jewr are many; only 

he who lives among ·t.hem can understand the conste.:n:t:. pain he 

is caused. He is repressed and legaJ.ly repulsed in the most 

conunon ever~r-day activ:i:t.ies, as well as in the higher irrtel­

lectual spheres. :£t,or ·t.his reason they s:ink in t,b.e esteem and 

love of their Christian fellows, whom they would like to 

approach in a friendly, brotherly manner; instead, they exper­

ience from them l:Jit,ter degradation and insult, even more pa:i.J.J.­

ful, than the material disadvant,ages. This is felt by ·t.he 

lat'ge major:tty of Jews. 

~----------------....J 
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Moreover, today's Jews are not those of 1813. They are 

as loyal to their sovereign as any other class of people. I 

·em proud to say this. In other respects likewise, they in 

no way me:r-it such a bitter fate. '.rhey have ·their weak poj.nts; 

they make mistakes; but they are not vicious, nol" of criminaJ. 

. disposition. They would constant.ly become more ennobled and. 

virt.uous if t,he rest.rictions d.id no·t~ worlc in so retrograde a 

fasll.ion. The burdensome points are nos .. 12, 16, 17, 18 and 

20 of the Edict. Concerning the details, I humbly refer you 

to the petit,ion recently sent. you by the directors of the 

... Jewish con&,"'!·egation in Bemberg. Here I only give an example 

of how st,rictly the Edi.ct' s provisions are enforced: accor­

ding to a decree published May 2o·t.h of las·t. year in t .. he Infor­

ma·tion Bulletin (no. 62) of ·the Upper Ma:in dis-trict, a :negistry 

Number is to be declared void if not filled within tbree months 

after becoming vacaxrt. Not.hing of ·this sort was mentioned in 

the Edict. Such a decree' is highly prejudicial. ·to the Jew. 

Your Royal Maj estyt With trustful confidence in the love 

wherewith you deal j111par·tially with your subjects, the humbly 

undersigned ventures to implore ''.:tour Majesty's pity and grace 

most abjectly; and humbly requests: 

that Your Majesty remov~.: the aforementioned oppressions 

and nuisa11.ces by your wisdom and humanity, by keeping in mind 

the welfare of' your Jewish subjects; and especially by enjoi­

ni!).g your subordinate officers to ·treat the Jews more mildly • 

.Among the :ir.nperishable wo1~ks of Your Majesty's gloriou~ 
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·reign, may t.he work of freeing your Jewish subjects from 

their oppression also be outstand.:ing. Thus will the celeb­

rated name of our king, our father a:nd prot.ect.or, become a 

shining exan1ple to o·ther rule:r•s and peoples, and the reig11 

of happiness and. divine peace on eart,h will ·be brought near" (48). 

We ell.so have t,wo letters which Hosenf'eld wrot.e to the dir-

ectors of his congregation while on his mission to Munich. 

first, dated June 21, reads: 

I hum'bly take the liberty of informing you that I arrived 
here safely, ·t.hank Goc1, y·est.erdey evening at, 6 o 1 cloak on 
the stage-coach, :in which the deputies from Fuer·th, Dr. 
(Wol:f'geng) Ma(c)k and (Herrmann) Levin were also riding. 
Immediately after arriving, we sent our credentials to 
Councillor of Commerce Marx., and asked when we might. see 
him. He met. us at 9 this morn:i.ng; w:hen we appeared, we 
found Herr Maier from Wuerzburg also ·t.here as a delegate .. 
No other delegates from ·the other places are here, as 
none were irivi ted. We discussed. the proj ectea. royal aud­
ience, and agreed ·that we would apply for it ·t.od.ay; this 
has .already been done. 1rhe result of our application 
will not be lea:rned until tomorrow at 9 A. M. At the 
same tjn1e i·t was decided that a very shor·t petition should 
be delivered to His Majesty, asking for his favor in the 
matter of grant.i:ng the requests which have already been 
sent in by the several cities. I am to hend hirn this 
petition, delivering at the same time· a short address. 
We th:i.nk that the audience may well be held early tomorrow. 
I will not. fail, honored gentlemen, to in:f.orm you of all 
the news (49). 

seco~d letter, dated June 25, shows, if one reads between 

lines, disillusionment. and resignation (50). 

I can inform you, mos't highly honored gentlemen, thank 
Goc.1, of the pacifying assurance that, our trip hither 
will no·t, God willing, have been in vail'l; and tha·t, 
even if we do nQt receive complete emancipation, we may, 
with God1 s help,' hope for ancl expect an easing of our 
bura.en, and milder treatment. I will have the pleasure, 
-within 8 o:r:· 10 dayr:.l, of telling you of' this verbally. 
Only this much can I write you confidentially: that 
nothing good will come out of' the Diet, anc1 ·that the 
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its part, wishes .. to .. handle the matter 
This I, and undoubtedly all my fellow­

as the best course of action. Until 
extremely busy (49). 

While in l\IIunich the delegates also conferred with the Prime 

Minis·ter. and with the Minister of the Interior,. but. the 

whole episode was in reality a fiasco. Reaction was in the 

wind, and wi·thin a few morrt.hs all hopes for emancipation 

would be quashed (51). 

On November 1, 1837 the Ult:r-amontanes came into power in 

Bavaria, vd·th Karl von Abel as Prime Minister. ·rhe Jesuits 

ruled. the roost, censorship was established, and the Protes­

tants and Jews were oppressed. l\fumerous ha.r·sh and intoler-

ant. measures were soon enacted, restrict:i.ng Jewish business (52). 

(Dur;i.ng the Abel regime, one oppressive measure which 

Rokenfeld fought was the 11 knee-bend.ing11 decree, which appeared 

early in 1839. There were parades on the Catholic Feast of 

. J Corpus Ch:rist,i, in which t,he milit,j.a took part. 'I'lle Jewish 

militiamen were not excused., and, at the moment when the Host 

was elevated, ·they were expected. to kneel along wi·th the Catho­

lics. Protestants t,oo were subject to this decree. J 
· . Dr. Zacharias Frankel complained ir1 1845 t.ha·t t,r.(e decree 

had. been lifted for Protestants, but that he had not heard of' 

·the rabbis in Bavaria doing anything at>out i·t for the Jews. 

It is not, a question of 11 old11 and 11new11
, he wrote; all ·the 

re:_bbis must unit,e in protest (53). Actually the Bavarian 

rabbis had taken t.he necessary s·teps t.o prot,est ·this decree. 

It was not their fault that good result,s were not immediat,ely 
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:f.'ox•thcom:lng. 'rhe Protes-t.an-ts had not gotten rid of the law 

righ·t awey, either. Rosenfeld was, in fact, the mos·t out­

spoken rabbi in Bavaria on this question (54). 

In Bamberg, when the colonel ordered ·the J"ewish militia­

men to be present. at the procession, the soldiers ·t.old Rosen­

feld about i·t. He not only forbade their being present, but, 

:trn preached against it. in his synagogue, explaining ·t.he Sec­

ond Corrunandment on the basis of the example of the three 

. ,. Jewish children (Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego) in Daniel 3, 

who entered the fiery furnace rat.her than worship the golden 

'· 

image which Nebuchadrezzar had erect.ea.. He asked that ·their 

ex.ample be courageously emulated. 

Wl:i.en t.he colonel threatened to jail those cTews who did 

not appear, H.osenfc:ild told the soldiers they should still 

stay away from the procession, ancl that they could quot.,e h:iln 

to ·the colonel. Finally, Ro senf'eld himself went t,o the co:Lo­

nel, and asked him to sta;y ·t.he order, which he did "just, this 

once". (We do not know what happened during the o·theI' years 
,. 

this order was in force.) {B.osenf'eld and Habbi Hirsch Aub of 
' \ . \ 

:Munich appealed to ·t.he government to release the Jews from 

this order. It was withdrawn in 1845, at, the same time that 

it was rescinded :f'or the Protestants.') 11he rabbis of Fuerth 

and Baireuth did not have to take any steps because these 

were Protestant -towns where no such processions were held. 

':r~ere was no rabbi at the t:ime in Wuerzbu:rg (55). 

Rabbi H.osenfeld. was also act.ive in tryin.g to abolish ·t.he 

) 
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) · /irM0re Jud.aicon, the Jewish Oath (56)) Under this law, when 
\.__ 

a J·ew was ·t.o testify in court, he had t>o go to the synagogue 

wi·th the judge, the rabbi and ten adult Jews, where he had 

·to don t.he 11 tallith11 and the 11 tefi11in", and. hold the Torah 

scroll; then he had to speak a set formula, giv:i.JJ.g his 

assurawze that he would not. seek t.o b.ave his oath abrogated. 

.· ~-· by a ~rewish court, that he would not consider it annulled by 

the ttK.ol Midre 11 , that he did not consider the Christian an 
.. 
-~ 

:. .. idolater, etc. (57). Rosenfeld freely spoke his mind against 

the glaring reproach which this oath, as prescribed in ·t.he 

Kreit.rneyer law-book, contained. He wrote a bro(::hure against 

the oat.h, which was given to ·t,he governmen-t.. He was fairly 

successful in having the oat,h omi"tted, in practice, in Baro-

berg (58). 

On January 1, 1843, at a time when; because of reaction, 

there was no activi·ty for Jewish emancipation, Rosenfeld once 

aga:in sent a petition t.o the Diet, entitJ.ed 11 Die Verbesserung 

des Rechtszustands der Israeli ten betreffend" ( 11 Concerning the 

Improvement of the Legal Posi·t.ion of the Israelites"). He 

neglected to get a member of ·t.he Die·t to act as sponsor and 

advocate, and so the petition achieved nothing (59). 

lThe Bavarian rabbis worked energe·tiicaJ.ly dur:ing the Abel 

:regime against the decree which had ordered the Jewish students 

in the schools and )gymnasia to write on Sabbaths and Holida;ys.) 

B.os..enfeld, Loewi of J?uerth, ,Joseph Aub of Bayreu·th and his 

cousin Hirsch Aub of Munich sent a petition abou-t. th:Ls to ·~he 

I 
I 
!, 
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minis·try.. In Bamberg, Josef' Kle:il"l., acting as Ho senfeld.
1 

s 

messenger, remonstrat,ed with the pr•ofessors at ·the gymnasium, 

who were decent enough to take no notice, in act.ual pract.ice, 

of ·t.he decree. Finally, through the media:t.ion of Baron Jacob 

von Hirsch of wuerzburg, who had an audience for this purpose 

. · with the. king at Brueckenau, the decree was lift,ed (60). 

Early in 1846 ( 61.) Jewish pe·t.i tions from almost every 

congregation in Bavaria began to "rain" on the Diet,. At 

least 26 were received by the lower house (62). Bamberg's 

petition, authored by Hosen:f'eld, was dated January 28, 1846. 

In addition, the rabbi wro·te for his own part a penetrating 

and passionate brochure of 1.6 pages, published at ·t.he cost of 

his congrega·tion by J. G.. Sclnn:td:t. in Bamberg, on February 1.8, 

1846; this also was sent to the Diet, (63). 'rhis brochure, 

published at a t:ime when the restric·tions of the Abel minis­

try were most. severe, end when the most unjust accusations 

against ·the Jews were being made in the Diet., was entitled 

11
.An die hohe s·taende-Versanunlung des Koenig:reichs Bayerr1. 

Gehorsamste Besc11werde ueber verletzung eines verfassungs­

maessigen Rechtes, in Folge unrichtiger Auffassung eli1es Pas­

sus iin Numero 30 des grlik.tes vom 10. Juni 1813; d:i.e verhaelt-

nisse der juedischen Glaubensgenossen in Bayern betref'fend
11 

(
11

rro ·the Honorable Diet. of the Kingdom of Bavaria. A Most 
\ 
I 

Humble Complairrt about the Violation of a Const.itutional 

Right; as a ResuJ.t of the Incorrect rnt,erpreta·tion of a Phrase 

in l\fo. 30 of t,he Edict of June 10, 1813; Conce1".D.ing the 

4 
I 
I 
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Situation of the Adherent,s of the Jewish Heligion in Bava­

rian) ( 64). At this time Hosenfeld also supported Rabbi Dr. 

Lazarus Levi Adler of Kissingen (later of Cassel) in his 

memorandum ·to ·t.he lower house: nnie buergerliche Stellung 

Cler Juden in Bayern11 ( 111rhe Civil St.atus of the Jews i..'Yl Bava-

- ria"), published in Iv1unich in 1846 ( 65). 

Rosenfeld' s 11 Beschwerde 11 , of which we w1fortuna·te1.y do 

· not have a copy available, evolced t.he opposition of Professor 

Dr. Georg Riegler, a Catholic theologian at the Lyceum j.n 

Bamberg, who, except in this instar.i.ce, seems to have been 

friendly wit,h Rosenfeld. He published (Bamberg, 1846) a 160-

page reply ·to the 11 Beschwerde", entitled "Jesus a.er Messia.s 

und der J·ua.aismus. Ei..ne his·torisch-exegetisch-dogmat.isch 

Abhandli.xr.i.g. Hervorgerufen durch e:i:ne Beschwerde-Schriftlein 

a.es Rabbiners Hosenfeld zu Bamberg an die Staende-Versammlu:n.g 

in Muenchen11 ( 11J'esus the Messiah and Judaism. An Historical, 

Exegetical Dogmatic Treatise, Evoked by a Pamphlet of Complaint 

Authored by Rabbi Hosenfeld of Bamberg, which he sent to the 

Diet at Munichu) ( 66). No copy is available. 

The Jews were not wi t,hout their supporters at the 1846 

sessions of ·the Diet, ( 67).. Deacon Bauer, a noble Protest,Dnt. 

minister, and. member of the D:Let from Bamberg, sponsored the 

petitions vih:lch the Jews of the country congregations of Middle 

F1ranconia had sent (68). l\.mong others, he made a fine appeal 

fo.r• the Jews in the Chamber, in which were included. these words: 

There are places where people are acquainted only with 
vulgar Jews. I live in a diff'erent milieu. I have learned 

i , ,, 
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to know men of tliis nation (the Jews) who, in respect 
to character and spirit.ual atta:Lmnent. are deserving · 
of the highest honor a;nd es·teem. 

Undoubtedly, Hosenfeld was one of those whom he had in mind. 

1rhe Bamberg congregation thanked Bauer and two others for 

their help, in letters penned by their rabbi ( 69). 

Bu-t the parliamentary discussions in. May, 1846, were 

withou·t result. Disillusionme.n:t once .. again fo·llowed the J·ews 1 

high hopes (70). Although the magis·trates of the large cities 

' ~(inclu('Jj.ng Bamberg) had sent unconditional expressions of 

their support of ·the Jews ·through messages to the ministry 

an.CL peti·tions to the king, the Jews themselves had made pro­

gress difficult by submitting contrac1ic·t.ory recommendations 

about the future ordering of their religious affairs. In 

addition, a member of the Diet .. , Dr. Doell:lnger, had strongly 

influenced the Chamber against the J·ews; so that a·t ·t.he Diet.• s 

prorogation on May 23 i·t was declared that 11 ripe reflection" 

was necessary before proposals for the j1nprovement of ·t.he Jews• 

legal position could be made ( 71). 

King Ludwig's infatuat:l.on with the dancer and advent.uress 

Lola Mont.ez brought about the downfall of the Abel regime in 

1847, and the Bava.rian governrnen:t. fell into a chao:tic condi­

tion (72). In November of that year the Batnberg congregation 

sen·t. in another peti·tion, this time au-thored by Dr. :Morgenstern, 

then a lawyer in Baun.berg, who was shortly to become a merriber of 

}he Diet representing Fuerth. on December 19, Rosenfeld wrote 

a thorough critic ism of po :i.nts no •• 23 and 24 o:e the }1.;dict of 

ii 
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1813 (73). In his introduction to this critique he wrot.e: 

If it is true that the esteem in which a religion is 
held by others is capable of raising ·t,he self-reHpect 
of its adherents, then it will surely be profit,able 
f'or the Jewish congregations here if the Jewish reli­
gion (which already :i.s esteemed because of its great 
age, and because it is the mother of wortlw daugh·ter­
f .:dths) becomes recognized as a PUBLIC religion, and 
it.s servan.ts come to enjoy ·that. respec·t, and those pre­
rogatives which are the portion of the officers of 
other faiths (74). 

The king, at abou·t ·t.his time, promised measures for impro­

ving the civil status of' the J·ews (75). 

/ 1848 _was a yeaJ." of popular revolution t.brougbout Europe:
1
1 

!. 
,(.' 

There was chaos already in Bavai:•i.a, owing to the fall of the 

reactionary· Abel m:i:rdstry, and. by March of that yew.• excite­

ment was at fever-pitch. A flood of pet,j.tions voic:ing 11 ·the 

,!: demands of the tirne 11 poured into Munich; the petition of' 

the Bamberg congregation, dated March 13, this time was not, 

merely for· 0 ver·besserung", :improvement, as here-tofore, but 

for complet,e equality. (~he magistra:tes of Bcunberg and. other 

cities once again sent in pro-Jewish resolu·tions, but anti­

Semi'tiiC excesses broke out in the count,ry regionse Things 

... 

were par·tic!ularly· bad in Burgkundstad.t, whence many Jews flE:::d 

to Bamberg. )on March 20 King Ludwig abdicated. in favor of 
/ 

his son, lVIa:kimilian II.. Shortly t;hereafter, the Diet con­

vened., and the high hopes of the J"ews were once again quelled 

with disillusionment, as the excitement subsided (76). All 
) 

" that ·they received at ·this time were the rights to vote for 

candidates for election to the lower house, and to run for 

this public office. In 1849 two JeV"d.sh delegates, including 

l ,, 
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·Dr. Morgenstern, sat in the Diet; hencefort,h t,he Jews 

could speak on their ovm behalf, and would no longer have 

to depend. on vvrit.ten petitions (77). 

In 1850 the government. proposed equalit,y for the J·ews, 

to which the lower house assent,ed.; but ·the upper house voted 

, it down. 1rhe laws relating to Jewish trade, property and 

business were, however, removed by the national government, 

although many local restrict.ions remained in force .. (i'ne regu­

lations about. the Jewish Hegister, etc., remained, although 

·t.hey were tacitly relaxed after 1850 (78)., J 
. t 

Rosenfeld who from 1817-1847 (and perhaps even after 1847) 

had been a leader in the fight for J·ew:i.sh emancipation, 1.ived 
l 

to see his efforts crowned with succes~, On November 10, 1861,) 

the prorogat:l.on of the Diet. removed, with the king's approval., 

the evil dec1•ees ¥ihich had so long hampered Jewish life and 

growtll& ~he 78-year-old 'rabbi glor:1.ed in this dey, when ·t,'here 

was no more 11norrnal countt1, no more restriction of the r:lght of 

domicile, no more hindrance to Jewish marriage .. ) True, certa:in 
I 

difft.inct,ive Jewish laws remained on the books U:htil 1872 (see 

Che;pter I), bu·t the battle was, to all intent.s and purposes, 

won. Tb.e out.come was j.n no small pa:rt due to Rosenfeld' s 

exertions. W11at irony tli.at ·t:.he seedlings he helped nurture :tnt.o 

mat.urity were so cruelly uproot.ed by another German government 
I 

wi·thin tbree-q,uart.ers of a cen-t.ux·y af'ter his deathL (79) 

I 
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CIL\PTER. IV 

fl0Sli.!J."i£PELD Al\fD Rl'TI.i'ORM JUDAISiv1 

As soon as B.osenf eld became rabbi of Uehlfeld in 1808, 

he began to institute various reforms and improvements, be­

cause he was greatly ·troubled by the outward man:i.f estations 

· of the Judaism of his day. He dealt immediat.ely with the 

'. 

matter of decorum in ·t.he services, replacing the frequent 

shouting of pr~ers with well regulated singing, in which 

all ·t.ook: part (1). Thus he helped pave the wey for tha:t new 

Judaism which 11 the spiri·t of the times" demanded (2). 

In his synagogue he did awey with many nuisances, such 

as the 11Haman-klopfen11 (mo·ck killing of Haman on Purim) (3) 

and the bringing of sacks .and boards into the synagogue on 

the 9t,h of Ab. He also had the local cemetery beau·t.ified (4). 

A man of his 11 enlight.ened'' and 11 rational" tendencies 

could not refrain from t.rying to wean the people away from 

the ancient superstitious practices m·to which they had :fal­

len. One superstition which Rosenfeld fought was t,he :fol-

lowing: ·when a woman was giving b:i.rth a circle usec1 ·to be 

drawn around her bed, and a magical inscription was chalked 

f d . · "S . '' i upon the walls or door o· her room, rea ing • anv1., .,)ansanv , 

u-semangeluf, Adam v' Chavah, chu tz Lili t 11 
(" sanvi, sansanvi, 

and semangeluf, Adc\ffi and Eve, keep Lili·t away") • The tbree 
I 

names beginning with 11311 were names o:f angels who were tbought 

to be particularly effective as protection against the female 

''i 
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demon Lilit, who used t.o prey upon lying-in mothers and 

their babes. According ·to legend, she was Adam.' s first 

wife. The magic circle, an ancient. :r•emedy, was supposed to 

offer potent, prot.ection against her ravagings (5). 

The Uehlfeld congregat.ion t,rusted Rosenfeld implicitly, 

readily following his ad.vice. He was able to refute those 

· criticisms of his act.ions lftfhich cElffie from outside his congre-

/ gation by means of his thorough lmowledge of the Talmud and 
. ' 

'. 
,'' / 

-I·." ·. 

the Codes, from which he always sought support for his 

reforms (4). 

His most significant reform, however, was his preach:ing 

in ·t:he pure German language at a t:irne when the ot.her Bavarian 

rabbis could neither read nor w.:r:i.te that language (6). Not 

only was Hosenfeld one of ·the first to preach in German in 

Bavaria, but he was 'I'HE first to do so regularly; indeed, he 

was one of the first, in all Germany to preach regularly in 

German (7). 

The German sermon a:t that time was an inn.ovation, and 

was denounced as unjusti.f'iable, if only because it was some­

thing new. ~:'raditionally, the rabbis pr•eached only twice a 

year: on the Sabbatl1 before Passover (Shabbat ha-gadol) and 

on the Sabbath of' Hepentance (Shabbat shuvah), bet.ween H.osn 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur.. These sermons, delj.vered ei tb.er in 

1 

Hebrew or Yiddish, ) ex.plained the ritual laws concerning the 

approaching holidays. The first Germm:i sermons of which we 

know were written by Moses Mendelssohn, who wrote three of 

them. They were preached in the middle of the 18th century, 

i 
~ ! 
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in celebration of the Prussian victories at Rossbach and 

J..Jeuthen, and in observance of the conclusion of the Treaty 

. of Hubertusberg, by Chief Rabbi David Hirschel Fraenkel in 

the Berlin synagogue (8). 1rhe first preacher who regularly 

preached his OW'N sermons in German was Joseph Wolf (not, so 

f'ar as I lmow, an ordained rabbi), the co-editor of the maga­

zine 11 Sulamith11 , who delivered his first, German sermon in 

/ Dessau, .Anhalt,, in 1805 (9). Soon Israel Jacobson was 

; preaching in German at Cassel, and· in 1815 Auerbach and Guens­

berg did so at the Beer synagogue in Berlin; in 1818 Kley 

and. Salomon were preaching German at the new Hamburg 'remple (10). 

Government decrees, beginning in 181'7, hampered ·the pro-

'· gress of Ger•mEJll preaching in Prussia and elsewhere; only in 

Bavaria did it not meet with government opposition. The firs·t 

rabbi in Bavaria to preach in German not only on special occa­

sions, but also on Sabbaths and Holj.da¥s, was Samson Wolf' Rosen­

feld (11). We have a record. of only one, or at most two, Ger­

man sermons which were preached in Bavaria before he began t~o 

preach there in that language. On A:pril 29, 1803, Rabbi A. 

Josef had given a German sermon at the dedication of a new 

Jewish school in Illereichen (12), and another was delivered by 
Rabbi Moses a·t the dedication of' ·the new synagogue in Floss 

on August 22, 181'7 (13). The Josef sermon certa:inly preceded 

Rosenfeld, but the 19-tter had probably been preaching in Ger­

man before Habbi Moses delivered his, although the earliest 

·Ger-man. ser·rnon of' Rosenfeld of which we have an actual record 

is dated March 6, 1818 (some months, by the way, before the 

.i 
·1 

I 
Ii 



'} •. 

- 90 -

dedication of' the Hamburg 1I'emple (14), which took place 

on October 18, 1818.,) 1rhere is nothing in Rosenfeld' s 

sermon of March 6, 1818 (to be discussed below) which in 

any way in(ticates ·that. preaching in German was something 

new :for him. 'rhe probability is that he s·tarted preaching 

in German within four or five years after he ·t;ook. over the 

, . UehJ.feld pulpi.t in 1808. In 1851 it was said of him: 
11
he 

'· 

preached in German alro.ost 40 years ago'' (:LS)~ :L85l was only 

33 years a:f·ter 1818; hac.1 the 1818 Ger.man sermon been 

Rosenfeld' s f'ir•st, ·the writer could hardly have described. 

3~3 years as rr aJJnost 40 years". I·t is reasonable t,o suppose, 

·therefore, that. he stat'ted his German preaching in 1812 or 

1813. The establishment of his German schooJ. in Uehlfeld 

in 1812 (see Chapter II) may well have been the occasion on 

which he fir st, preached in German. 

Rosen:t'eld' s German sermons of March 6, 1818 (there were, in 

reali~ty, two of them), were delivered in connection vvith tb.e 

dedication of the new synagogue in Uehlfeld, which had been 

built at his instigation (16).. A later crit,ic wrot.e of them: 

111\lthough Hosenfeld1 s seimons are not to be compared with those 

of t.he scientifically educated rabbis of our present tjme 

(1866), nevertheless they are a monurnent, to the performance of 

a man who, self-educated., could preach a German sermon at a 
) 

time when the rest of ·the Bavarian rabbis VifITI-IOU'r l[;{CgP'rION 

crould not writ,e German correctly; and who, when t.b.ey were 

forced on special patrioti9 occasions ·to preach in German, 

I; 
i' 
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,• 

·had the serma:n composed for them by a teacher or other learned 

layman., who t..hen dJ.•ummed it into their heads 11 (17). A. cont.em­

porary .writer aJ.so recognized that the occasion was out of the 

ordinary, writing in 11 ~Jedid.ja11 that ·the 11 taJ.ented" Habbi Hosen-

feld had dedicated his synagogue in the presence of numerous 

.high officials and unprejudiced clergymen, and that .. he had 

, ' ·preached in German so eloquent.ly that 11 the emotion among his 
'/ 

·listeners was unmistakable 11 (18). 
' .. 

Ro~~enfeld issued a lit:t.le book containing his sermons of 

tha·t day, and describing the whole festive affair, on the first 

anniversary of the synagogue's dedication. C.rhe 111oreword is 

dated February 6, 1819.) It is cailed: "Die israelitische 

. Ternpelhalle, oder die neue Synagoge :in Mkt. U( e)hlfeld, ihre 

Elr1tstehung, Einrichtung, und Einweihung; nebst. den dabei 

geha1:t.enen Heden" ("The Israeli·t.e rremple-Ha11, or the New 

. Synagogue at Markt Uehlfeld, it,s Origin, li'or.m and. Dedication; 

together wit,h the Sermons Delivered on that Occasion"). Thi,s 

was published in. 1819, probably at l~rlangen, by Heyder (19)" 

r·t. bore ·the motto from Psalm 48:14-15: 11 L1ma-an t 1 sapru 1 1 dor 

acharon ki zeh Elohim :Eaohenu olam va-edn ("That ye may tell 

it to the genera:t.:i.on following, for such is God, our God, for 

ever a:nd ever. 11 ) ( 20) 

In 1818 the rabbi and hio school-teacher, Moses Lazarus 
I 

Kohn, had iasued a bo
1

oklet of hymns for use at, the dedication 

ceremonies. It also was published in Erlangen (21) and was 

called: 11 Gesaenge bey der :E:inweill;m1g der neuen Synagoge zu 

: I 
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Mt. Uehlfeld11 ( 11 Songs for ·the Dedication of the New Synagogue 

at. lvlark·t Uehlfeld.11 ), and bore the mot.to: 11 ToVi 1 1 h.oao·t ladonaiL 
11 

( 11 I·t is good to give thanks unt.o the J~ora.n). This is the 

earlies·t of Rosenfeld' s printed worl<:s which is k.no-wn to us. 

Kohn was well educated and l:i.beral-minded; he had been the 

elementary school-teacher of the Bamberg congregation, but 

came to Markt Uehlfeld la:te in 1812, or shortly t,herea.fter 

(wlly, I cannot ima,gine~) (22). The 11 Gesaenge" l"eceived ·the 

writt.en praise of the well-known publisher, Wolf Heidenheim of 

Roedelheim (23). 

Let us now, on the basis of the 11 Gesaenge11 and ·t.he 
11
Tem­

pelhalle11, examine the occasion of the dedicat,ion of the new 

synagogue in Uehlf eld, which was an irnpor·tant. day for Rosenfeld 

(24), and for moder.n Judaism as well. 

'rhe "~CempelhaJ.le' opens wit.h two pages of' dedicat,ion ·t.o 

Rosenfeld.' s parents.. J.n. the £1,oreword ·the au·thor tells us 

, that he is writing ·t.his book. at the request of many friends, 

so ·t.hat the memory of the occasion will be preserved f'or pos-

terity. 
Firs·t he writes of tlle backgrom1d of the new synagogue. 

The previous buildi11.g, which had been in use· since 1700 (25), 

was very small and in a tumble-down condition. Renovation 

and enlax·ger.aent we1•e considered :impractical, so there was no 
) 

choice but to bui.ld aii.ew. r.rhis was clecided on at a congre-

gat.ional meeting on the night, of November 20, 181':1:, with but 

tlu"ee dissen-t.ing votes; a committee of seven was put, in charge 

'I 
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of the project, which was approved by the government on March 

, 15, 1815. The plot was purchased, material. was procured., and 

con.tr<;i.ct.s made with the various craft,smen. In April ·t.he foun­

d.at.ion was laid without, any ceremony, wherein, sa;y·s Hosenfeld, 

we perhaps made a m:i.stak.e. Hard times followed (1817), caus­

ing ·t.he work ·to be delayed; but in spite of tbe a.iff':lcul'ties 

it went on to complet,ion. The building cost 13,000 GuJ.den, a 

lot of money for such a small congregation; to date, i·t is 

nearly paid for. Cont,ribution.s came from outside ·the congre­

gation: H.abbi Hirsch Kunreuter of Mergenthe:i..r.a sent, money, 

and Mr. E. Osmund of Baireuth and his f'amily sent money and 

also a costly "Parochetf' (curtain before thH i:U-k.). Some 

Christian friends dona:t.ed ·their services gratis. A Christian 

miller made a contribution of seven Gulden, and a beer-brewer 

sent over a half-keg of.' his excellent brew for the dedication 

ceremonies. The burden of supervision fell upon the President. 

of t1l.e Gongregation, Hirsch Loew H.osen:feld (the rabbi's 

father), an old man who acted with the alacrity of.' youth in 

the fu:r·therance of this holy task. 

H.osenfeld quotes from the 11 KuJJnbacher Wochentliche Unter-

halttmgsbla:t.t.0 for April 11, 1818, wherein a description of 

the synagogue was contained. It has a fine site. (Rosenfeld 

adds that ·the build:i.11g• s appearance is somewhat spoiled by 
) 

the nearby structures.) It has a porch in front, edged wi·t.h a 

blue and white railing. In the middle of the front is a large 

arched window, flanked by ·two smaller windows, under which, in 

I 
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lily wreaths, are Hebrew il'1scriptions. (Rosenfeld adds that 

these merely contain ·the date, 5577, i.e. 1817.) Under the 

inscript.ions are two doors, the one on the left leaaJ.ng to 

the women's gallery, the one on the riglrt. being the main 

·entr<-mce. 1£his leads to a vestibule, where one encounters an 

inner wall, in the middle of which is a door bearing the inscrip-

. ·' ·tion~ uwelcome in the name of the 1Jord11 (PsaJm 118). Above 

., ·~ 

the vestibule and ext.ending for the whole width of' the building, 

is t.he women' s gallery. (Ho senf eld comments that the gallery 

ex.tends beyond the width of the vestibule, and overhangs the 

main synagogue, where it is supported by ·two pillars. The 

front of the gallery is curved :forward, . and in the middle of 

the gallery• s f:ront, wall is a shield supported by ·t,wo lions, 

bearing the legend in Hebrew and German: 11My son, fear thou 

the Lord and the kingn (Proverbs 24: 21).) The inner arrange­

ment of the synagogue is what is customarily found, bu·t is 

very· symmetrical, simple, no·t without. good taste, end is very 

pleasingly executed. It :tmi·tates Christian churches to a 

considerable degree, especially in i t13 handsome marble charity 

box, in the benches set up on the right. and left sides, in ·the 

alt.a:r which bears the Ten Comman<.".lments, etc. The building is 

rectangular, and built, of stone .. 

Rosenfeld no-;.N ·tells us that the benches have a special 

peculiarit.y, in thq~:t they are :imrnovable. (Most synagogues of' 

~hat. day had movable reading <lesks, a·t which one stood, called 

"Staender'' (26), while one sat at Hosenfeld' s new desks.) 'l'he 

I 
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benches aJ..1 face the East, and are provided. wi·th a sliding 

mechanism to serve as a book-holder during the sitt,ing por-

t:i.ons of the service. J!:ach place is provided wit,h an att,ached 

candle-hold.er. 'rhere are also nine chandeliers overhang:ing 

t.he ma:in synagogue, and three over the gallery, hanging on 

intert,wined white and blue cord. On the east and west roof-

gables t.here are large inscr:Lp·tions: on ·t,he west. side (the 

ent;rance), 0 Adonai nisenu~" ( 1rrrhe liord is our bannerl"), and 

on ·t.he east gable, (inside of which is deposited a scroll 

containing the hist.ory of the congregation) the year of the 

building's erection is inscribed. The st,ructure is notable 

for the number, size and. beauty of its windows. r1
1he 11 al.memar 11 

(pulpit,) is ·too sin1ple, not pleasing to the eye, and cai.1:i1o·t be 

compared with the rest of the building. This is the result, of 

our having been in t.oo great a hurry. The 11 Aron ha-k:odesh11 

(Arl<) is lovely. All around the sout .. h, east axid north walls 

there is a continuous ledge, for hold.mg candles, in order to 

provide for the customary illuminat,ion on Yorn Kippur.. Accor­

ding to the testimony of' competent men, this synagogue is 

among the most beautiful a:n.d practical. in Germany. 

(Rosenfeld' s biographer, Kraemer (26), stat.es tha·t ·this 

modern building reflected the rabb~' s progressive spirit .. , and 

says that i·t provo11ed considerable interes·t. by ~;its form and 

dedication. I..1ater it was used as a mod.el for other synagogues .. ) 

1rhe author now proceeds to t.he dedication itself, which 

because of its pomp may well be compared. to that of the Seesen 

i 
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Temple in 1810 (27). 'n January 25, 1818, the congregation 

decided to hold t1:Je festive fJervices on March 6 and 7 next. l 

'rhe government gave permission to have music and s:i.nging in 

public, but there was ·t.o be no d.anc ing, as it. was the Lent en 

seaso1;:·) 'r.his restriction suited Hosenf.eld, who complain.s 
I 

·that dancing as now Pl"acticed has so deteriorat .. ed that. it. is 

no longer a consecration, but a prof c--mat.:Lon, of' God. 'rhe 

preparations got. int.o full swing, with .such exci·tement as 

was never before seen here. Everyone wrote his friends and 

relatives of the :IJIJ.pending event.; all available lodgings 

were quickly reserved. The women had their hands full, an.a. 

tb.e~1e were wonderful dcys for the ·tailors and the shoemakers. 

Everyone was happy, and the exc:i:ternent :Lntensif':led. as the 

great, day drew near. Various government off:i.cia.ls were 

invited. 

March 5, the day before the ceremonies were to begin, had 

been ordained as a day of fastir1g, prayer and atonement. On 

that day Ho senfeld released. copies of a program he had had 

printed, detailing the order of the ceremonies. At evening 

services he spoke (in Hebrew) on the meaning of this day as 

a preparation. for t.he great services at hand. The old syn.a-

gogue was full. As the services ended and the fast-day came 

to its close, people gathered in happy femi.ly groups with the 
\ 

many guests who had already &u-rived, and. made merry until 

midnight. 

Then dawned 11 Der 1rag 11 (the great day), F'r:i.dey, March 6, 
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1818, bright and clear. Charming music, emanating from the 

courtyard of the old synagogue, gently awakened the sleeping 

'throng. Cannon-fire followed, and happy thrills gripped the 

soul. 1'he usual morning prayers were earnestly held in the 

old syna,gogue; while the service was in progress, the number 

of visitors constantly increaBed. A detacbment of cavalry, 

comprising both Christians and Jews, rode out of town, preceded 

by mus1c, to meet the arriving government, officials. At about, 

10 A. l\iI. a Jewish deput .. ation,_ comprising Hosenfeld, his father 

and another• member of the boa!'d of direct.ors, also rm.le out 

in a carriage to greet tbe of:fid.als. They met them abou-t a 

half hour' s journey from tovm, i:ma. after friendly greetings 

had been exchar1ged, tl1e procesGion back to Uehlfeld began. 

There were three carr·iage,s: that of the Jews, and two in 

which the dignitaries rode. The cavalry also rode in t.his 

procession, which got, under way with ·trumpet, blasts by the band. .. 

All the way back ·to ·tovm solid masses of' hmn.ani·ty lined the 

road. ]:1he people were of all classes and all religions. W'h.ile 

the procession was ending in the market-place and ·t,he digni-

tarj.es were alighting from their ca.rria[,£es at the Red Horse J.nn., 

which was to be their headquarters, a uniformed detachment of 

infem.try paraded back and forth. 

Immediately the. dignitaries went t.o ·the home of the Presi­

dent, Hirsch lioew H6senfelc1, t1l1d soon ac1ditional gues-ts al.so 

ar.r ivecl. At noon they were served a light lunch. At about 

l P. M. all the ~rews went to the old synagogue for the last 

i. 
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· ·t,ime, f'or lVi:inchah (After.noon prayers.) At the end of ·t,he 

sex•vice, Ro senf'eld spoke a fev1 words of solace and. exhortation 

with regard to this synagogue. Tear,g of joy and. sorrow were 

ming;led. At t,he conclusion of the sermonette, the Scrolls of 

the l,Jaw were taken from the .Ark, and those who were ·t,o carry 

them took their places iJ.i. the courtyard. '11he text of this 

German sermonette follows: 

11 In the name of the Lor·d.L Wort.hy listeners\ The holy 
prophet wro·t,e about those who were to return from the Exile: 
'ln joy shall ye go fort.h, and be gathered in in peace 1 (Isaiah 
55: 12). Our present frame of mind. ·t,oward Olm new beginning 
hardly corresponds with ·t.his admonition. We certainly wish 
and hope, with trust in God. Who is ,supremely good, that we 
will be brought, into our future House of' wo:rship with peace 
and good fort .. une. Yea, we await that hour with ardel'l"t. longing. 
Bu·t to depart from here with JOY - this, dear friends, v..re 
c anno ·t, do • 

Just as the hour of dedication joyfully beckons us, so ere 
we sad to leave a place which has been dedicated to the ser•vice 
of God for more than a century, where we and our :for•bea:r·s have 
so of·t.en found a Hearing Ear, comfor·t, and inst.ruction; where 
we were admitted into the bosom of' the sacred religion of our 
fat.hers; wher·e we first learned t.o know the blessedness of 
public worship; where so often, in brotherly uni·ty, we have 
raised our voices to God, deriv:i.n.g bliss and. cheer on days of 
festive joy, and comfort and hope in t:Imes of trouble and grief. 

Great age alone, friends, makes an object deserve our re­
spect. How much more is this the case wit .. h ho.ly ·t;hings. How 
then can we go from hence with joy? 

But let us not grieve, brothers, for our strength lies in 
the joy of the Lord, Whom we go forth to meet. We have no 
contempt for ·t,he old, the honored, t,he holy; no, ·t,b.e aim of 
serving God xnotivates our steps. We shall go from strength ·to 
strength, and .€).ppear before God there, in. our Ziont We merely 
exchange this building, much too small, corroded by the teeth 
of tirae, and no l9nger f itt,ing for j:ts high purpose, for a 
new spacious edifice, well worthy of its high destiny. We may 
almost surely hope that God's 'blessing, and ·t.hat of all honest 
people, will be upon our undert.aking. 

,,. See•• , once spoke the sainted King David to Nathon the 

I 
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prophet, 1 Seel I dwell in a house of' cedar, but the holy 
Ark of the Lord is undE"~r· a tent .• 1 (II Samuel 7: 2) 

r.rhus did he utter his wish to build a Temple, for the 
Lord. This thought greatly pleased the Lord, But Davia., 
wb.o had shed much blood, was not to build it, but rather 
his son Solomon. 

Similar sentiments, :t'I·:lends, animate our endeavor. Shall 
we erect a new building in our midst .. ( Can we not suitably 
ornarnefft the old one? H.icbness and luxury grab hold of' men 

·powerfully, making them their vassals. 1 But', spoke the 
prophet Haggai, 1 it is not seemly that you a.well in panelled 
rooms while this Temple lies in ruins. ' 1 Shall our table 
be well-appointed' , ask our sages, 'and that of' the Lord be 

· empty? 1 'ShaJ.l our soul be sad• , said the Hebrew poet Bat­
... raschi, 1 while our bodies have done valiantly? 1 

. Such thoughts brought us to our decision, and, with ·the 
Lord's aid, ·t.o this day of completion. Even though our 
generation is not so fortunate as to hear tJ.1e spoken Words 
of the Lord, we may presume that His pleasure is upon us. 

Before we depart from here, friends, let us honor the 
past by a moment's reflection. Let us ask ourselves wherther 
we have always entered this place, which now we leave, with 
proper· respect, whether the prayers we have said. here have 
been pr•onounced wit,h sufficient piet,y. If we cannot answer 
'yes 1 (and I fear we cannot), then we have insulted not the 
place, but the glory of God, which dwells in holy buildings 
and commands us to reverence ·the Sanctuary. 

Bef0re leaving, let us sincerely beg God to forgive us; 
let us bring words in the place of bullocks; let us say: 
1 O God, Who forgivest all sins, forgive ours, and help us 
·t.o bet·ter our ways.' 

Think seriously, brothers, of what it means to offend God. 
Think, with painful remorse and earnest resolution to imp:r•ove, 
so that the 1~11 Merciful will pardon us, so that we may go 
f'orth purified, and thus ha-ppy; so that i·t may then be said. 
of' us: 'Blessed. are ye in your going out, blessed in your 
coming in' • So also ma;y the words of the prophet be applied 
to us: 'In joy shall ye go forth, and be gathered in in peace. 1 

.Amen. n 
I 

Next came the so'lemn. procession to the new synagogue, 

which lasted more than an hour·. 1rhe parade's adjutant, and 

leader was 1st Lieutenant, of Militia Simon Hirsch Rosenfeld, 

i 
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the rabbi 1 s br·other. The order in the march was: 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4 .. 
5. 

6. 

7. 
8 .. 

9. 
10. 

.A b~ma. 
'rhe school-chilaren 
a) The bo;>rs, led by their teacher, Moses I,azarus Kohn 

· b) The girls, led by Mrs. Kohn. They were all 
dressed in white, with ribbons of Bavari<::m blue 
about their bodies and arms. 

A second band 
The (visiting) cantors, with a choir 
Fourt,een •rorah Scrolls, which were carried in d.ouble­
:file under seven canopies, by the President,, ·the Rabbi, 
and. others. Ahead of them marched the dignitaries. 
1rhe Jewish men, ranked according to age, and their 
guests 
'rhe wom.en, local and visit:ing 
The girls above school age. (1rhe youths were either 
carrying the canopies or serving :in the choir.) 
The master-workmen who built the synagogue 
A following crowd of spectators of all classes and 
religions. 

Cannon salvos, repeat.ed at intervals throughout the parade, 

signified the begin:n:ing of ·the ceremonye Fi'rst a cantor from 

Sulzbach sang solemnly, accompanied. by music. 
1

fhen the school­

chiJ.dren sang nseyd \llfilll<:ommen11 , a hynm of eight six-line 

verse::;, by Kohn, after 'IJ'fhich ·the procession began. ·to move.. rrhe 

adul·t choir sang the lllt,h Psalm: after each haJ.f-verse and 

verse the crowd responded 11 Halle1.ujab.L 11 ·rhe pauses between 

songs were filled by marches and gay music.,, When ·the pcwade 

was about half over, ·t.he school-cbj.ldren sang 
11

Sey uns geseg­

net11, another hymn by Kohn, consisting of two verses of ten 

lines each. Adults jo:Lned in ·the singing, and although ·t,he 

music played more softly, ·the voices could hard}¥ be heard in 

·the rear because of the great crowd. 

':Everything went. in good orde:r; t.here were no untoward 

i' 
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:incidents. rrhis, says Rosenfeld., was remarkable, considering 

what. a mixed tbrong was there. He thanks the government, which 

had sent a few policemen, for the good decorum. 

A ha1t was made in front of the new S'ynagogue. 
1

rhe school-

child:l."en sang 11 Dir l-tiwiger 11 , by Rosenfeld.. Its rhyme scheme is 

a-a-b-b, and it runs as follows in translation: 

Unto Thee, Lord, be this House dedicated, 
F'or we are 'rliy children, greatly happy 
'ro ent .. er here before Thee for the first t.ime, 
rr.o adore Thee. 

O :u.e·t us, IJord, enter with joy, 
Let joyous thariks and praise now rise ·to Thee, 
May our well-meant stammex·ing, lra:ther, 
Be accept.able to T'.l:1ee. 

You i.J.npor·tant upright men here present,, 
•rhe thanks of the house of cJacob come forth to meet you; 
You have increased the brilliance of this grea·t festiva1, 
You, who are highly honored by God. 

1Viay prosperity, good fortune and blessing be your portion, 
1\5.ay ·t.he bi·tter darts of f a:t.e never strike you; 
Ivla:y you long enjoy the fruit,s of virtue 
Wb.ich you deserve. 

May prosperi·ty, good fortune ar:i.d God1 s blessing be upon a.11 
Who here in the Lord.' s name are pilgrimaging to the Temple ( sicL), 
No matt.er of what faith they may be; for only noble souls -
AJ.•e beloved. by God. 

Ye ga:tes yonderL Be ye opened wide l 
For He ent .. ers, Who has decided to a.well here, 
Yea, He enters, God, the highly honored King, 
To give ear to the voice of our praise .. 

I>raise from crea·tures, who are His handiwork, 
Pleases Him, the God of our strength. 
Haili HailL We praise Hirn in His House 
Unceasingly. · 

Now came t".l:ie entrance i·t.self, att,ended by noisy music and 

repeated cannon-fire. Police, in order ·to keep ·too big a mob 

~~~------------............... ,. 
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from ge·tting inside, stood at the do:ors, vvhich had been con­

verted into tritunphal arches out of pa.per of the Bava:cian. 

na·t:l.onal colors. Unfortunat.ely, many· people w0re kept out, 

who should have been squeezed in. 

irhe service began with ·the rec it. ing of the ttMah tovu", 

after which the rabbi recited the "Ha-tov v 1 hametiv11 an.d the 

president pronounced the 11 She-hecheyanu. 11 To the two last 

. - prayers the congregat.ion responded 11 .Arnen. 11 'I'hose carryili.g 
,· 

·the Scrolls walk.eel seven times around ·the 11 aJJnemar", during 

which time Psalms :?.:9, 30, 33, 84, 26, 100 and 24 were partly 

simg, partly spoken. At the end of the last, Psalm the 'I'orahs 

were put int,o the Ark, vlh:Lch up to now had been open, vdth 

two bur•ning candles inside. Now Hosenfeld' s Dedic at.ion Song 

was Gung by all in Hebrew, with musical accompaniment. ;rhis 

is a pleasant rhyming song, writ.·ten jn good but simple Hebrew. 

The tex:t in 11 Gesaenge" includes the vowel-points. It is 

ent,it.led "Kol shochne teve.l v• yoshve eret,z 11
; Kolu1 provided it 

wit.h a German transla:tion in 11 Gesaenge 11
• In English it rurw: 

All dwellers of the wo1~1a. and inhabitar1ts of the earth 
Hafse ·t.heir eyes with joyous hearts 
Unto 'l'hee, Lord, in the heavens of t.he skyL 
'J;hey· bring a gift, ·the work of their hands, 
o powerful oneL holy one~ strong OneL 
Unto 'rhee all ·the living approach in bended posture; 
Ii'rom tJ1e rising of the sun. unt.o ·t.he set.ting ·thereof, 
Unto •rhee all flesh shall come. 

Yea we, ·rhy so~1s here, 
Are gathered to honor 'r11y name today, 
·:ro thc9llk 'rhee, Who hast helped us until now, 
'110 complete 1rhy House of prayer, O awed. onet 

I 

~~~----------------------------;-



V' . .. 
l-' I', .-. 

., ·~ 

.. 

- l03 -

How great is ·rhy mercy unto usL 
How much good hast Thou worked on our behalft 
Yea, this is the day which we have awaited, 
We have found it, yea, we have seen it1 

This is the day which our God hath made, 
Let ur:i declare His praise in the congregations. 
On this day we dedicate a syr1agogue to our King, 
Let us rejoice and be happy in His salvatj.on. 
He createth new wonders every mornjng, b-'1. ... eat is His mercy; 
11he children's li'ather displays His truth, 
He will. never forsake the generation of those who seek H:i.m, 
'rho se who call upon Him shall never be destroyed. 

Since our own inheri·tance was des-troyed of old, 
rrhe Temple of' God ruined by fire, 
1rhe brilliance of the light of our service has been dar•lq 
'J.:ihe priesthood has ceased, tb.e sacrificial fire has been cut of"f; 
Bu·t 'rhy word, O Most High, comforts ust 
'fhy goodness and ~rhy mercy are not yet departed. 
11 Thy sacrifices, 0 Goel ... a broken spirit.; 
A coxrtrite heart Thou wilt not despise, 0 Aweful Onel 11 

O send forth Thy salvation, £11ather of merc:i.es1 
Bless Israel, 1I'hy people. 
O spread over them the tabernacle of peace, 
Upon this people, who st.ands be:f.ore Thee; 
1rhou art our ii"lather, Who dwellest on hight 
Look dovvn from high heaven 
Upon ·the small sanct,uary our hands have built; 
May 1J!hy favor be upon it and upon us l 

Give us a pure heart and an unders·tanding spirit 
'ro serve 'l'hee in truth ai1d in completeness, 
So that we neither move nor turn aside to right or lef't 
IProm ·t.he pa:th of 'rhy 'rorah, o Hock of' Ages L 
Md if we have sinned, and perverted. the riglrt., 
.Art not, ·rhou full of forgiveness, 0 our Father"/ 
Behold, we return wi·t.h all our heart, 
Crying: "'rake us back, we pray, unto 'rhee. 11 

Mayest 'l'hou be pleased to bless our king, 
1I'he delight of our lanc1, in his royal sta·tion. 
May his house and his kingdom endure forever, 
May his throne, like the heavens, never be moved. 
Ha:ppy. be his pr,inces, his councilors and noblest 
Happ;y his peopre, his 18Ild and all his servants L 
Behold., his princes cleave to justice, 
'rhey teach mercy and righteousness ·t.o his people. 
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Pour out the abundant goodness of Thy heavens 
Upon all t .. he dwellers of the world, Thy earth, 
And upon the cornrruni ty of Uehlf eld and i·ts neighborhood, 
:&,or with its welf'are, our welfare increases. 
Be Thine eer incl:ined we pray, O lVia.ster, 
•ro the prayers of everyone gathered here. 
Drive a:way strife, plague and contention, 
lllfay we always rejoice in abundant peace. 

Next came Hosenfeld•s Dedication Sermon which, because it is 

so long, is only ske-tched in t .. his study. It runs to 50 print.ed 

pages (albeit of sma11 size), and must have lasted at least an 

, hour and a hal:f. The pr:i.J.Tted copy :ls armotated wit,h ref'erences 

to the Bible, the 11Yad Chazekah", the "More Nebuchim11 , Abarbanel, 

···_the 1ra1111udim, bo·th Babylonian and Palesti.lJ.ian, Philo, the n1v1e 1 or 

Enai:tm11 and t.he llChobo·t ha-lebabot.11 ; this gives us some idea of 

the extent o:r H.osenfeld. 1 s erudition. He makes this amazing 

statement: .A:t the close of ·t.he sermon, when he called forth 

God1 s blessing upon various dignitaries, as he ment.i.oned each 

name the 'band. sounded off with a flour ishL (And some people 

today thi.11k our rabbis "cater" to ·the crowd by bein.g too drama­

tict) I now proceed to the outline of the Dedication sermon: 

It would be impossible to 11 serve the Lord in gladness'' in 

more overflowing measure than is the case today. '\ffe have long· 

awaited this occasion; now let us "thank the Lord, for He is 

good, for His mercy endureth forever • 11 

we must become convinced of the importance of ·the public 

nel' . . e Let Ur.\ t,,, ... n +o i'tA or•i'g·:ins and examine them ... 1g1ous servic • ~ ...,. v ~ " 

I 

on the basis of two Scriptura1 texts: 

1. _· From E:xodus 25 :1-9: 11 And the Lord spoke to Moses, say-

ing, 1 Speak unto t~he children of Israel, etc., and let them make 

I I 
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Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.• 11 

2. Deuteronomy 10:20: 11 rrh0u shalt fear ·the Lord ·thy God; 

H:im shalt thou serve, etc. 11 

"Serve" in ·the latter text, say ·the rabbis, means 11pray. 11 

We shall therefore consider: I. The importance, aim and use­

fulness of t.he services of' ear•lier times, i. e. the sacrificial 

service, and II. 1'he importance, aim and usefulness of the 

present-day service, i. e. veneration of' God t,brough prayer. 

HerE~ Hosenfeld- int .. erposes a prayer: If we canno·t under-

·. stand Thy ways, O li'ather, yet our striving to know them is a 

wort.hy aim, pleasing unto Thee. 11 Send Thy light and Thy truth 

that they may lead me .to rrhy holy mountain. fl Amen. 

Pat:>t I. The need for services is ours, not God's. He 

needs the shelter of no house.. He has ordained services for 

OUR benefi·t. 1rhe ancien-t service was, among other things, a 

symbol of the first and most important truth taught by revealed 

., religion: wha:t is thiFJ tru·th'? was the early service really a 

support .. for ·this truth'? 

For the answer, we must examine history. 'rhe woi"ld was 

then a.eep in supersti·tion; God had been forgo·t·ten. When 

Abraham preached about, Him, his very life was in danger. Idola­

try grew by degrees until finally men prayed to wood. and stone. 

The example of Sod.om and Gomorrah, and the spectacle of hard.-
\ 

hearted Pharaoh, show how destructive idolatrous error was for 

·civilization. After a long night, finally a ray of' truth came 

wi·t:f1 Abraham, who re:ilrtroduced the knowledge of a Being Who 

I I 
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creat.ec1 the world and rules it. At Sinai the message that 

. · God rules was taught, not so much by words as by deeds. 11 I 

t-

~--. 

brought you ou·t of the land of Egyp·t, out of ·t:he house of 

bondage" was impressed upon the people, no·t: "I created the 

worlrl. 11 It was, in fact, fairly well known tha-t He had crea­

ted the world, but. THA:.r F11~ RTJI.Cfm I'l' was not, comprehended. 

However, it did not suf:fice for the nation ·to he:ar this but 

once, at, Sil-iai; there had ·to be an ever-present memorial of 

the occasion. 'rhis memorial was the religious service. The 

1l'aber-.nacle was to be a continuous symbol of the tru·th that 

God rules t,he world. 

The festival of Shabuot was NOT ordained a.s a reminder of 

~: ,- the Sinaitic revelation. It celebrated ·the wheat hervest.. The 
ff:~; r 
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revela:tion was not even given o:n Shabuot, as is thought, but on 

the day after ~?habuot (Sabbath 86b). The true memorial of' the 

revelat,ion is not Shabuot, but the religious service, which 

comrnemorates the event not once a year, but every day of the yea:r.·. 

Part II. Our service falls into two parts, the prayers and 

the 'rorah reading. It is ordained by God, and what He ordains 

is good. uwe will off' er prayers in place of bulloc~ks. 11 Gin-

cere pra;y·er is the strongest support of ·the religious and vir­

tuous way of life; reason, as well as Scripture, tells us this. 

1rhere is beauty and joy in serving God. What. would we be wi·th-

out ·religion? 

'rhe recent famine is an example of our dependence upon God. ,. 
It.'taught us ·that our prayers are ctnswered if ·they are proper. 

,, 
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Row He answers prayers without having to alter His will must 

ever remain a mystery to us: 11My ways are no·t t,h:ine. 11 Not 

all our prayers are answered, and this is as it should be, for 

how do we know whether our• prayers are re~ly for our own good'"( 

I omit today a:ny discussion of the '11orah reading, because 

I often have, and God willing, often agam will speak of this. 

I will only mention at ·this time that our sages were very wise 

in the choice of Torah passages which they assigned for daily 

reading .. 

We voluntarily decided to build this synagogue, ana. most 

of its cost was defrayed by vollmtary cont,ributions.. Vfe were 

helped by 11 each one whose heart made him willtnge 11 Such a 

response is a sign that religion is not yet dead1 Great; were 

your effort,s e:u1d your sacr:LficesL But none the less great is 

the God we ·seekt Let us improve our public servicest We must 

not be satisfied with merely :improving religion's ou:ter shell 

(building this structure), but we must .. bring the outer to corn­

plet,ion by beginning to improve the jnner. The kernel of our 

service is sat,isfactory, but. the form lacks what is pleas:ing 

and att:r.·active, and must be fo1proved. With services conducted 

the way they are, it is no wonder that everywhere people are 

indifferent to religion, an.d scoff at it. 

1rhis is not the place to go into the quest.ion of hovv ser-
) 

vices 11 got that way; 11 in any event, the result is not surpri-

sing, in view of the long neglect. Vmen we are sick, we ought, 

not merely cry out h1 pain: we need to find the REASON for the 
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illness, and t.hen apply remedie~' L cJudaism is sick because its 

form has been neglected. Let us have order, harmony and grace. 

'rhen we will see the Houses of prayer eagerly v:Lsi ted and 

highly respected\ 'l1he spirit, of the ·t:i.rnes demands this L If 

we ourselves do no·t complete the work, no ma:t·t,er; we will do 

enough if we do whatever is in our power, if ·we make a begin­

njng and gradually progress, at the same time cultivat,ing our 

spirits and ennobling our hea-rts. 

May this Temple (sicL) d.nspire us to.,.love our government, 

to which we are thankful for the religious freedom we enjoy .. 

Clo s:lng Prayer: Prc.Ytect this House. Be nigh unto us. 

IViay God bless the king, the queen, the princes, councilors, 

etc., down to the various local officials. (As each name was 

mentioned, the people said 11 Amen 11 and the band played a flour­

ish.) Iviay He bless the people of Uehlfeld, the Uehlfelcl J-ew-

ish cormnunity, and all who are here, including the workmen who 

built this House. Hear the preiyers of all who call upon Thee L 

AmenL 

J.nunediately after this sermon, the cho :i.r of young ,Jews sang 

Rosenfeld' s hymn "Jm!flacht, b.ohe H:immelsgabe 11
; many Christians 

jo :Lned :Ln.. It has the rbyme-scheme of' Schiller 1 s 11 0de to Joy11
, 

a-b-a-b-c-d-c-d for the verses a:nd a-b-b-a for t.he choruses. 

In translation it runsz 
) 

Piety, great heavenly gift, 
and the bliss of the religious spirj.ts here 

- are revived by Thy sweet foux1tajn 
in those who today draw near ·to Thee: 

i 

. ) tte:tdff 
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who draw near to experience Thy pleasure 
as never before was permitted them, 
to discover new joys, 
also never before perceived. 

Be pious, 0 God's blessed congregationl 
To Thy name we pay homage, 
Vile dedicate ·this 1l'ernple to 'I1hee 

· Who art our comfort in this earthly vale. 

Thou, Who creat,edst all the world, 
and didst re.move its chaos; -
r11hou, Who, when 'I'hou spake Thy "Let there be 
new worlds enjoyed light, 
'I'hou needest no human service, 
no sacrifice brought by man; 
it is, mankind, ·to YOU11 great advantage 
to sacrifice your goods to God. 

rt . . . ' 

1rhy children, good. li'ather, ~joyfully would sacrifice, 
wit,h determined mind, 
their all, 
if only it could be lifted up to Thee. 

When in transport of sweet, joys 
our heart is enrapt,ured, 
or when, in da:ys of bitter misfortune, 
sorrow and pain gnaw at us mightily, 
then our ·glance, God, directed. to Thee, 
quiets our restless spirits, 
frightens awei;y t.he pains of i:n:ternal storm, 
po j.nt.s out, to us the proper goals of life. 

Therefore, brotJbi.ers, let us exult 
here, before this altar of prayer; 
to God, the eternal Good One, 
we dedicate aJ..1 the days of our life. 

Now followed the customax•y prayer for the king and ·t.he gov­

ernment, as on all Sabbaths (28), probably in German (see t.h:Ls 

chapter, below). It had grown dark, and the regular Sabbath 

PsaJ.ms and pre:wers were recited. 1rwo Hebrew hymns concluded 

the service: 
I 

one which Rosenfeld refers to as 11Hochgelobt11 

('~Highly Beloved"), and "Herr a.er V/elt,11 , undoubtedly "Adon Olam.11 

("The Lord of All"). 

I ! 
--- n • h'rM 
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The synagogue was now a ·beautiful DPect,acle, brilliantly 

illuminated. At the inn.er entrm1ce two pyrarrdd.s of some 13or·t 

had been se·t up, vihich also were ligh·ted, and carried the 

monograms of the king and queen together vvith pertinent ins­

criptions, such as 11 Be loyal to the king. 11 A Catholic priest 

from Hoechstad:t had sent the congregation a special sign with 

• .1 which to add to the festive occasion. It read :ill Latin: 

., .. 

AeDes haec 
I(eh)oVae 

seXto MartlI 
ConseCrat,a 

· ( 111rhis chapel was consecr-atecl to Jehovah on Iv'iarch 6th11
.) It 

will be seen that if' the capital letters, except the in:L·tial 

0 A'1 are put in their proper order as Roman numerals, the sum 

is MDCCCXVIII, i.e., 1818, the yeea.• of the dedication .. 

All the J·ewish homes, especially those near thES! synagogue, 

were expensively illumina·ted in gal.a fashion, as were those of 

some Christians who, out of'. friendship for the Jews, did like­

wise, jus-t as some ~Jews illuminate their homes on certain 

Cbristj.an holidays (a precursor of' the 11 Hanukkah-bush"'H l) The 

visit,ing dignitaries, . after the service, again repaired. to the 

home of Hirsch Loew Rosenfeld, where supper was served amid 

cordial conversation and gayet.y. All ·t;.he ,Jews had joyous home 

gatherj.ngs, ent.ertaining their friends and guests, who had come 

from such places as ~sbach, Beyr-euth alld Bamberg, until lat.e 

at night. 

On Saturday, Iviarch ? , the celebx·at:lon was again blessed with 

I .i 

! 
·'l""' 



,· 

- 111 -

fair weather, although the days both before and after the ded­

ication were stormye 1:rhe President and tb.e Rabbi were conduc-

ted to the syna,gogue to the accompaniment of music. 'rhe Pres-

ident spoke a few words concerning good decorume 'rl1en followed 

the customary morni.ng prayers, after which the Rabbi delivered 

a Hebrew Bpeech which included a good deal of •ralmudic dialec-

· tic. The majn j.a.ea :in this sermon was the necessity of com­

bining the two types of worship, tn.e real and the figurative. 

To pray but not to be an upright person is hypocrisy; such 

prayer is invalid. On the other hand, no one can long tread 

the path of virt,ue if' he neglects prayer, and is absent from 

services. This speech and the one Thursday evening were deli­

.. · vered in Hebrew because of the amount of talmudic material they 

contained. If enough friends urge Rosenfeld, he may have them 

published; however people might think him conceited if' he took 

the initiative in ·t.his matter, because, says he, they are cer­

tainly of no literary· value: only the religious ideas they 

. contain, which demand. neither too little nor too much of' the 

people, may possibly irnpa;r•t any wort .. h to these sermonse 

'I1he children now sang, with the accompaniment of many aclu1.ts, 

Kohn' s hymn 11Der da tlu·ont, 11 , which also had Schiller's s·tyle. 

ThE?re were four verses of eight lines each, and a f'our ... J.ine 

~horus at the end of each verse. 1'his song received special 

commendation in the )press. Two young girls who sang parts of' 

it (either as solos or as a duet) were especially outstanding. 

The ritual of marching around the 11 almemar 11 with the ScroLls 

Was repeated, as on ·t:,he previous day. 
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Otherwise the prayers a-t this service we11 e the cust .. omary 

ones. The service ended late in t1Je afternoon, because of the 

frequent repetition of the 'l'orah portion (evidently all t,he men 

had to nave their turn at the Torah reading). H.osenfeld com­

plains that he would have liked to dispense with t.his repetition, 

11 which leads more to interruption of t.he service t,han ·t;,o piety, 11 

but that,, 11 for cer·tain reasons", he 11 was obliged to fol.low the 

opinion of others • 11 During the late aft,emoon and evening of 

. this second festive day people once again gathered in f'amiJ.y 

groups to make merry. 

No jesters or clo'VV11s were permitted. at any of the fest1.vities. 

Let such people pursue their degenerate jokes in places wher•e 

people know no nobler form of entertairuuent; they have no place 

in religion• s sphere. It is gra:tifying that this observa;t,ion 

applies today to only a f'ew localities, since the ~Tews have 

advanced so rapidly. 

The poor of all faiths were provided for at this time, and 

anyone who saw the crowd. of poor Jews who had come ·t:.o Uehlf'eld 

would hardly have agreed wit,h the accusation ·that 11 the J·evvs 

have all the money11 , a favorite idea of many writers. Let 

those wl10 ·take their examples from afar look around :in ·their 

own neighborhoods, and see vihat. an aston:Lshing burden of poverty 

Jewry bears. Theix• mistaken notion gains its currency from the 
I 

fact that money is' more visible among the J·ews, because it flows 

in,..and out daily, which is no·t:. the case among property owners, 

· :~ ·· manufacturers, or even among many of the journalistfJ who mal<:e 
i . 

the accusation. 
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In the Appendix to 111l'empelhalle11 Hosenfeld thanks the 

newspapers which published accounts of the dedic:at.ion; the 

11 Kulmbacher Vlochentliche Unterhaltungsblatt,11 and the <Jewish 

11Jedidj a" have already been mentioned; another was the 

11Korrespondent von und fuer Deutschland11 for Mal"ch 19, 1818. 

He corrects some errors which were made in reporting; these 

corrections have, for the most part, been embodied in the 

foregoing sketch. 1rhe KuJJnbach paper had expressed the hope 

that the Jews who frequent the new synagogue would there be 

inspired ·t,o forsake peddling for a more upstanding occupation, 

and Hosenfeld comments that the Uehlfeld ,Jews have anticipa·ted 

the writer• s wish; most of ·these J·ews already have solid 

businesses. He objectE> to people t.aking for granted conditions 

which do not exist in reaJ.i·t,y ( 29). 

1 have devoted so much space to this dedication because, to 

my mind, it was a rather singular affair in its t:irne, and. is 

perhaps not wit;hout significance for the Reform movement j,n 

Judaism. l\forcus writes (30) ·that the He:1lliburg 1I1emple, dedi-

cated on October 18, 1818~ was 11 ·the first synagog outside of 

Westphalia devoted to a ref'orm service. 11 While the Uehlfeld 

service wc1.s in no way as radical as that in Hamburg, it cer-

tainly was anything but a traditional Orthodox af'f air, what 

with German sermons, Germc.m hymns and music on the Sabbath 

(aJ.t,hough the meniber1s of the band were probably non-c.Tews.) 

_This service, therefore, whi.ch took place more ·t.han seven 

months before the dedication of the Hamburg Temple, must have 
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been one of the very first of a Heforrn tendency ·to take place 

out,side of Westphalia. It also must mark one of the first 

beginnings of Reform in an established congregation, fostered 

by its rabbi; the other early attempts of which we know were 

neither sponsored by rabbis, nor did they take place in estab­

lished congregations, but rather in congregations especially 

organized for the introduction of reforms. 

Let us now examjne Hosenfeld' s refor-.ms during his years in 

Bamberg. In add.ition to what is 1JVI'i·tten here, I refer the 

reader to Hose.n:feld1 s report, (of 1828) ·to the government, giv~m 

in Chapter II. 

He ordered that at services no one except ·t.he 11 Baal 'ref i1-

1ah11 (person leading the prayers) was to wear the shroud, for 

this cus·t.om, which had no basis in the Codes, led onzy to dis­

order. In spit,e of the opposition of considercible numbers, he 

succeeded in abolishing from the ritual some of the 11piyyutim11 

(medieval poetic prayers which contributed to the extreme length 

of the service),, He int.roduced choral singing into the ser­

vices, and. reformed the marriage ceremony (31), which at that 

time was almost everywhere a public scandal. He removed this 

ceremony· into the synagogue, where it was conducted in a dig­

nified manner, beref't of all its unseemly accretions; and 

attended by a German address to the couple (~32). 

On September 14, 1827, Rosenfeld issued a list of syna­

_gogue regulations, containing what he called 11 t:irnely improve­

ments of exterior for ... .ms." These made no real encroacbmerl'~ on 
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f ' the traditional liturgical service, and their use was strongly 

. recommended to the congregation by the city magistrate. A 

twelve-point. supplemen:t t.o these regula:tj.ons was :Lssued on 

August 29 , 1828. 

In 1831 three rabbis of the Upper Main dist.rict, Dr. 

J"oseph Aub of Bayreuth, Moses Gutrnem:n o:f. Hedwitz and Kun-

. , reuther of Burgebrach, drew up a list of synagogue regulations 
.•· 

,. whicl1 was decidedly Reform, inasmuch as it e:x:c:i.secl from ·t.he 

"' ritual the 11 K.ol Nidre 11 and all ·t.he lamentations for the 9th of 

·· Ab. This list, eonsisting of 36 poirrts, also received the 

government's approval; but Hosenfeld ·t.houg·h·t it. went beyond 

the bounds of permissibility. Not only did he no·t use this set 

of rules, but he protested violen:tly against it., and reworked 

his own set of regulations into an extensive docwnent, of' 47 

poill'ts, with a view 11 to the advanced needs of the time • 11 He 

issued these po in ts piecemeal, up w1til J"anuary 7, 1833. 1rhey 

were welcomed by the majorit.y of the con,gregat,ion, although 

opponents were not lacking who dt•ew Hosenf'eld jnto battle. 'rhe 

government, standing firmly for progress, backed up the rabbi, 

so tha-t. he was successful in carrying his ideas. They eventu-

ally became so popular tha·t. it, was mad.e a condi't.io:n on H.osen-

. feld1 s successor, some 30 years la·te:r, that he retain them (33). 

Some of the .points from ·these regula:t.ion,s of 1833 follow: 
\ 

5. 'I1he school-chilclren shall Btand together at ·t.he "alrr1emar 11
, 

under supervision of ·t.heir religious teacher. 

13. 'l'he cantor, the school-children with their religious teacher' 
and the children of non-members who reside here shall con­
stitute a choir, whj.ch is to follow ·t.he rabbi's directions. 

I 

.,,,,L.+we 
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The prayers for the lcing and the royal family, for the 
congregation, it,s officers and functionaries, ancl those 
offered as a resul·t of charitable donations (Misheberachs) , 
are t.o be recited by the rabbi in German. 

(We have a copy (:34) of the German prayer for k:ing and country 

as used at a later date. It is very· similar to our 
11
Ii

1

ervent,ly 

we i.11.voke'' and is well phrased. It. asks God's blessing on the 

.memberr:; of ·the royal family, by name, and upon the whole Bav­

arian people.) 

32. 

35. 

On royal birthdays and anniversaries celebrations will 
take place in the illum:Lnated synagogue. Ever;yone must 
be dressed in holiday best. 

Confirrnation of the school-child:r:·en shall be celebrated 
according to special directions of the rabbi, girls at. 
the age of 12, boys at 13. Si:x: v:eeks before such birth-
day the pai:·ents mus·t int~orm the rabbi or teacher, so ·t.hat 
proper preparations can be made. By neglecting to give 
such notice, or by not. undergoing ·t,his ceremony, bo;ys 
will be disqualified from being called up to t.he •rorah, 
and girls will no·t be able to receive their discharge 
certifica:t.es from the religious school. 

(:Rosenfeld began to hold Confirrrm:tion in about 1826, shortly 

af·ter coming to Bamberg. His views on t11is subject., and his 

Confirmation Service are given in detail in Appendix E. Rosen­

feld was one of ·the early rabbis, but not among ·the firs"t., to 

int.roa.uce ·this ceremony (35), which was first held in Dessau in 

1803, and in See sen and. Wolf enbuettel in 1807. '1
1

he first tjJne 

it was held on Shabuot was in 1811, :il1. seesen. GirlB were 

firs·t conf'irmed in 1817. By 1831, Samuel Egers, the Orthodox 

rabbi of Brunswic~, had begun to confirm boys and girls on 
I 

Shabuot. In 1838, under the Abel regime, Conf':irmat.ion was pro­

h:lbited in Bavaria, bu-t we have no record of what :.ao senf eld d:ld 

with regard ·to th:Ls decree.) 

.~~~---------------------.... ·• 
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45. A list of the prayers and PsaJJns which, on Sabbaths and 
Holidays, are to be sung i,s to be

1 
handed to the 11Baal 

·tefillab.11 for his guidance; ·the list is to specify 
whether ·these are to be sung as solos, by a part of the 
choir, or by t.he whole choir. 

46. 'rhe right, ·to introduce further Germon prayers and timely 
improvements is reserved (36). 

We have a list of the Bamberg synagogue regulations which 

. ' . evidently dates from a time aft.er Ho senf eld' s deat,h, because 
·'' . ' -.·• 

a) it. is prfrrtec1 i:n Roman type, rarely used in the German 

. .,, '·printing of Hosenfeld 1 s time, and b) no mention of this set of' 

. rules, which contains 61 po in ts, is anywhere made ir.i. the soi.wees 

on h:i.s life. 'rl1e service it sets up would seem ·to be slightly 

more radical than his, but still, nevertheless, traditional .. 

- · These regulations include: the wearing of the shroud only by 

the 11 Baal tefillell.11 , laws regulating a.ecorwn, the ·t.:i.mes when 

services are t.o be he lcl., the details of the manner of :re ad:in.g 

the Torah, abolition of' the carrying of' flags on Simchat ;rorah, 

the set'tiJ1g of Confirmation on the 2nd day of Shabuot (Hosen­

feld had this on the Sabbath nearest the child's birthday), and 

the inclusion of more German prayers than heretofor.e. The 

blessing 11 Shelo asani ishah" (Who didst not create me a woman") 

is retained (37). 

Vve are told tl1at Rosenfeld advocated his principles of 

enlightenment and progress at ·t.he Synod of' Baireuth, which was 

held fo:i:• the district. o:f Upper Franconia beginning on F'ebruary s, 
1836. Present were 29 lay depu·t.ies, 22 teachers and 5 rabbis: 
" 
Rosenfeld, who though he voted "Orthodox:", was considered most 

""' I 

. ,, ·1 

'1 
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liberal as regarded. ceremonial reform; Kunreuther of Burge-

. brach, who was confused in. his ideas, and voted 11 0rt:b.odox11 ; 

and Dr. Joseph Aub of Baireu·th (rabbi there from 1829-1852, 

and later in Berl:tn), Tur. Gutmann of' Hedwit,z and Leopold Stein 

of Burg- and Altenkundstadt (later of Frankfort-on-the-Main), 

all. of whom voiced the reform viewpoint,. rihe synods were 

. supposed to fix a permanent. Jevvish ritual. (Heports of' v.fhat 

the synods were ·to do are contradietory; cf. Chapter III, 

' · where I have reported that. they were only to collect :important 

. do cu:ments • ) 

All the rabbis, except Ku:ureuther, voted, wi·th ·the con­

currence of the vast majority of the ot.her delegates, to remove 

from the prayers all messianic passages (38) which did not 

admit. of a purely spiritual interpretat.ion. The government 

thought this too liberal an idea, and did not.sanction it. 

1.rhe rabbis at the Synod voted to permit civil servants and 

pupils at ·the gymnasia 1:;1nd universit.ies to write on the Sabbath, 

on the basis of sor.ae rabbinic authorities. Only one rabbi 

dissented, but we do not lu1ow which one it was; it must., of' 

course, have been either Hosenfeld or Kunreut.her, very likely 

the latter. One might. think, since .Rosenfeld protested dtir1ng 

the Abel regime against ·the decree ordering the Jewish pup:i.ls 

to wri·te on the Sabbath (see Cb.apt.er III), that he would have 

been the one to vo·t;e against the proposal :in question. But 

since the B.eform Joseph Aub was also t.o protest the Abel decree, 

we see that even the He:eorm rabbis 9pposed the government• s 

ordering the st.udents to vvr·ite. But at Baireuth they permitt.ed 

~~~~----------------............ . 



I ,Ii 
I 

•i /' 
' 

! "" 
t ; 

'i 

I I 
~ 
I 

' I " 

"": 119 -

thist Aub certainly would have been consist,ent: he would 

not,, in 1836, permit students to write, only to refuse such 

permission a few years later. :tiosenfeld, from what. vre know 

of -him, also seems to have been consistent.. 'rhe a:nswer must 

be t,J1at Aub was willing to PEH.lVil'r student,s t,o write on the 

Sabbat.h, but was against their being CQl\ilPELLED to do so, and 

Rosenfeld may well have held t,he saJ.ne view. Knowing ·that 

Kunreut.her was 11 confusedtt - Uhe voted FOR the radical syna­

gogue regulations of 1831, but 11 orthodoxn at the Synod) -

we may logically conclude tha·t he, and no-t Rosenfeld, was the 

one who opposed permitting ·the students to wr:i.te (39). 

On December 21, 1836, Roseni'eld extended ·to U1e Jews of 

his distriet permission to abst.ain from the observance of 

cert.ain fast-days (40), beca.u.se of the plague in Munich. The 

sanitro:·y condit.ions in Baniberg, he says, are not. too good, and, 

by fas ting, we might develop a receptilivi ty to ·the scourge, which, 

than.k God, has not, yet come too near our region. These fast­

deys a.re only kept, by cus·tom, and not by law; (f.urt.hermore, 

rabbinic aut,hori·ties show that, one does not fast in a time of 

epidemic.l The weal:thy may give al.ms instead of fasting, and the 

poor ca:n postpone their :fasts until a time when the danger is 

past. ·what God really desires anyway is not fasting, bu·t a 

contrit,e hear·t (41). 1 do not suppose that the foregoing can, 

by any stretch of ,the lmagination, be considered a "reform"; 
it 

1 
ii:idicates H.osenfeld' s lioerali·ty with regard to J·ewish 

mere y .. 
customs. These par·ticular fast-days were observed only by the 

very pious. 
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A similar matter was Rosenfeld.' s work fox• the :improvement 

/ of the· 0mikv~·~.'_':_' the women's ritual baths. These he furnished 

with rajn water, an improve.ment, we are told, tha·t can only be 

apprectated by those who recall the unsanitary conditions of 

the old. cellar-spr:i.n.g bath-houses. Ivlany a Jewish woman had 

died because .of the cold and. filth of tri.ese breeding-places of 

_, disease, especially in the small t.0Vl/Y1s, where often the water 

· wa$ changed but once a yea:r. Some had heat, bu-t no place f'or 
,· 

the smoke to escape. Such a 11 mikvah" was the one in Bamberg 

before Rosenfeld. did sornethj.ng about it. He had two tubs set 

up ori the first floor of the cor1gregat.ion• s com.munit,y house, 

and had rain-water piped to them by mean.s of a gutter leading 

in from the roof. Vfuile one tub was in use, the other could 

be emptj.ed. and cleaned. 1rhere were curtai:ns between the ·two. 

His arrangement satisfied even t:r1e strictly Orthodox, and was 

emulated in other communities (42). 

Hosenfeld wrote a newspaper article jn defense of' hiE3 action, 

entitled "Der Brauch der ll1rauenbaeder11 ( 11 '11he Custom of' Women's 

Baths") (43). He presents his arguments to quell any doubts 

about the legality of' his improvements. A glance at the laws 

of' 11Mikvao·t11 in the 11 Hambam.'', the 11 Tur 11 a:o.d the "Bhulchan A:ruch" 

shows that what is real:.ly meant is rain-water, not spring·-water. 

1rhe only question is: is bathing in vessels' especially in 
\ 

wooden vessels, allowed? Now vessels are forbidden; but they 

~ are permitted if they have a hole in. t.he bottom. He goes on 

to show that wood, also, is permissible. J-:e ment.ions the clean-
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liness and pract,ica.J.ity of 1ds ar·re:mgement, which also in­

cludes heat during ·the win-ter, ana. a stove where some of the 

water may be heated, should it be ·too cold for comfort. Why, 

h·e _asks, should people do thing13 the hard way, and persist in 

finding difficulties with m:y syr:item, when none exist? 
11
Dra­

cb.eha C:lat>che noamt 11 ("Its ways are vuays of pleasa:o.tnessL
11

) 

· The great rablJj.nical conferences which shaped the future 

of Reform J·ua.aism were held at Brunswick (~June 12-19, 1844) , 

£i'rankfort-on-the-Mafr1 (July 15-28, 1845) and Breslau (July 

13-24, 1846). 'l1here had been &m em·lier conference, at Wies­

baden in 18~37; Hosenfeld was no·t ·there, although other Ba­

varian rabbis such as Aub, Gutmann, Loewi and ~3tein were. I 

cite this merely to point out that Hosenfel<J, as a Bavarian 

rabbi, could. have gone to Wiesbaden had he desired. 

But he was not perm:Ltted to at·tend the ·three great con­

ferences. The reactionary· Abel ministry had no love for in­

novations, and refused to let the Bavarian rabbis att.end. 

We are told that Hosenf'eld. regretted. ·tJbl.e fact ·that he could 

no·t go to E'rank:fort; had he been ·there, however, I sus,Pect 

that he would have walkec:L out with 111rankel and Schott. His 

son-in-law, J-osef Klein, at U1e time rabbi of s·tolp in Pomer­

ania, did attend the Brunswick' conference, and Hosenfe1d. probab-

ly would also have liked ·to have been there. 

The Brtmswick conference evok.ed. a great, writt,en protest on 

the part of the orthodox. rabbis of GermaJ.Y.f, France and HungtUJf. 

It arour~ed as much commotion as had the conferenc~~ i.tself'. 
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It, declared tb.a·t all of the resolutions passed at Brunswick, 

except that vih:i.ch def:tned the poli·tical attitude of the Jew 

to the state, and that, which stated that a Jew• s o at,h was 

inviolable, were opposed t.o J'udaism. 'rhis document was ori­

ginally signed by 77 rabbis (ultimately the number of si.g-

natures reached 116), jx1cluding some Bavarians, among whom wai:i 

Seli&,>U1an Baer Bamberger of wuerzburg. B.osen:feld opposed. the 

r·' 1~Frotest of the 77 11 , preaching against i·t and against the 

'r:. 
' ;violent at.-t.itud.e o:f the ultra-Orthodox., who were so quick to 

accuse others of heresy. In his se:r.mon he pointed to the 

· e:xample of the HilJ.elites and Shammaites, who sought to be 

reconciled with each ot,her. 

· . I have said that had Hosenfel.d been at, Frankfort, he 

probably would have withd.rawn from ·the conference, as did 

Schot,t and Prankel. .At, this time, Hosenf'eld waB in his six.ties, 

no longer a reformer. Not that he had cb.anged, but that others 

had far outstripped him in their interpretation. of Reform, and 

in their zeal for it. Leopold Schott of Handegg attended the 

Brunswick and :Frankfort conferences; Zacharias Frankel of 

Dresden was present only at, F'ranlcfort. Bo·th were repreEiefftatives 

of the "rabbinical" part,y: thtl't is, they were not, ultra-Orthodox., 

but neit,her could they go all the way with the reformers. 

Frankel, on July 17, 1845, withdrew from tt1e Frankfort con­

ference when he real;ized that he was :in hopeless disagreement 

with the other members; Schott followed his lead, and also 

left (44). Frcm.kel is looked upon as the founder of Conser-

vat:lve. ;rudaism .. 

I ! 
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Now Hosenf'eld seems to have been rather close to Schott, 

for Schott had been a frequent contributor to, and an ardent 

supporter of, Hosenfeld' s Jewish newspaper, 11 Das Fuellhor-.0.11 

(see Chapter V). 11 Das :£i1uellhorn11 was not ·the sort o:f paper 

to carry views cont,rary to Hosenfeld 1 s own; therefore, I am 

led. to believe that he and Schott (and probably Frenkel) were 

spiritual brethren. .AJ.1d so 1 restate my conviction t .. hat H.osen-

" feld, had he been there, would, with Frankel, have lef·t the 

Fra11.kfort conference. 

We have a few other bits which point out, :Hosenfeld' s re­

spect for biblical and ta1.mudic tradition. In commenting on 

:B1
• Nork' s book, 11 Brabmins and Habbis, or: Jnd:La the Land· of 

f , the Hebrews• Origin11 , he caJ.ls it "an abominable, execrable 

work which offers a miserable r•eprehensible hypothesis" (45). 

This shows how unwilling he was eve..n ·t.o consider allowing his 

faith in Scriptural history to be shaken. Aga:i.r1, he writes 

gleefully· that the excava·t.ions at Karnak depic·t King Rehoboam, 

together with the inscription 11 ,Jeoudah. l\iielek11 ( nKing of J·udah11 ) 

in hieroglyphics, thus proving the historicity of Shishak' s 

siege of Rehoboarn (I Kings 14:25, II Chronicles 12:2) against 

~ those who opposecl Scripture as a true historical sour·ce (46). 

li'inally, we have an article he wrote 011 the problem of the beard: 

11 1111.e beard was considered. holy in the Orient (Psalm 133:2, . 
Isaiah 18:2), and still· is thus considered (references to Nie­
buhr and J?aber). 'rhe Cabbalists go furthest in this matter, and 
on their side is the elder Scaliger, when he says: ''l'he beard. 
is the most beautiful and godliest part of man. 1 cu·tting off 
the beard was, in the anciell't Orient, a sign of deepest sorrow 
or contempt (references to Isaiah, Jeremiah, :t~zra). 'l'he messen-
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gers of' David had half their beards cut off by Cha.nun ·t.he 
king of Ammon, and t'errible vengeance followed this misfor­
tune (II Samuel 10) • The corners of the beard must,, accor-

. ding to :Mosaic law, not be cut off (Leviticus 19 :27). Accor­
ding to talmudic tradition, ·t.his prohibition applies only to 
shaving WI'rH A HAZOH. 'rhis modification of the 1,aw seems to 
be based on ·t.he word 'thaschchith 1 which Scripture here uses. 
That type of cutting the hairs of' the beard which does not 
result in a completely smooth face is customarily in.dicated 
by the word • giluach'. 

Maimonides seeks the reason for this law in a hea'tl1en 
: i.dola·t.rous connect.ion ( 11Yad Chazaka", on Idolatry, part 12). 
The juxtapo s:l'tion of this law with the other• laws in the 
aforementioned biblical passage would seem to justify Mai­
monides. 

Btit. others find ·t.he reason for tl'rn law to be the avoid­
ance of sex-disfigurement and sex-confusing. The outer, ' 
public sign of sex diff'erence which God put in.to nature in 
order to prevent immoral mixtu1~e, and which therefore only 
appea:r•s with the onset of man.hood, ought, not, be entirely 
removed. (cf .. H.. Eliezer ben Nathan in 111Iamar hask:e~q • ) 

That the Mosaic law talc es into ace ount the matters of 
' sex-disfiguremen·t, confusion aJ.1.d mixture is evident from 

Deuteronomy 25 ~5, where females are forbidden to wear ·t.he 
raiment, of a man, and vice versa. It is also possible that 
the legislation had several goals in mind in this one law 
(Sanhedrin 34, "More Nebuch:im11 2:al). 

l 1he result, of all this is that ·those Israelites who do 
not. foJ.1ow the talmudic teaching, but profess ·t.o observe 
only Mosaic law, can only fulfill their obligation by 
refraining 'to shave the corners of their beards Nr .iUJJ• 
In t'his matter, as elsewhere, •rradition deserves the fullest 
belief" (47). 

Even though Rosenfeld' s 11 re:f.'orms 11 seem mild enough to us, 

and ·though he of"ten appears as what we should call a Conser­

vative or even a neo-Orthodox c.Tew, yet he was poles removed 

from the Orthodoxy- of his day. In his ti.me he was bitterly 

att,ackec1 by the ul~tra-or·thodox for his reforms; yet, by his 

superior rabbinic knowledge he was able ·t.o silence ·their obj ec­

tions. His reforms were imi tat ea. in many quarters, even by 
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the ultra-Orthodox themselves, which was a greater tribute to 

him ·than WE~ can imagine (48). 

His piet .. y stemmed. from his inmos·t conviction of the Div:ine 

truth of Judaism, of the reality of R.evelat.ion, and. all that 

tha:t implies. He was an opponent, of rash reform ·tendencies, 

especially in those men who espoused Reform iJ.1. order to receive 

.. the superficial applause of the people. Their an.tics disgus-
... 

. _ ··ted him. Like Mendel.ssobn, he told those who were too hasty: 

''Don't hurry"; and ·to those who were dissatisfiecl wi·th slow 

forward progress he said: "Don't despair. 11 Yet he worked 

ceaselessly for t,he enlightenment of his coreligionists; 

throughout his whole life he remained true ·to his rnod.erat,e pr:i.n­

,ciples, an.a. even in old age, blinded as he was, every ·timely 

idea Which was in consonance with his viewpoint found in him 

an ad.vocat,e and promo·ter (4B). ¥/h.a:tever he enriched and bet-

· tered. in Jewish ritual was solidly grounded on his lmowledge 

of the rabbinic writ,ings, especially those of Ivlaimon:Ldes, by 

whose spirit he was, in ma:ny ways, guided. He was also conver-

sant. ,with the most diverse Responsa (50) • 

. In his religious views, as in many ot . .ller points, Rosenfeld 

was very close to Israel Jacobson. (51). Yet, here, more per­

haps t,han elsewhere, lies the basic difference between the two 

reformers. Jacobson reformed in order to make 11 civilized" 
I 

people out of his J'ews; no senf eld did. so for this same reason, 

AND ALSO for the sake of Judaism itself, whi.ch, he f'elt, demanded 

such change. Jacobson, perhaps without realizing it, had broken 
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with rabbinic tradition; not so Rosenfeld, who proves him-

self a firm follower of 'rradi·tion, or at least of what .he 

considers Tradition. J·acobson (52) had a lack of deep, :Lr.mer 

religious feeljng; Ho senfeld did not, suffer from this dear·t.h 

of sensitivity to the more prof'oun.d over·tones of his i:'aith. 

~Ch.is was· surely because Rosenfeld. was a trained. rabb:L: had. he 

lacked thin training, he would have been even closer to Jacob-

·son • On the contrary, had J·acobf3on been a rabbi, had he warmed 

' spiritually to the message of his faith, who ca:r1 say what J:~e-

fonn J\1daism would have bE.~come? 'I'he chances are that, early 

Reform would have been far from t,ha·t cold, s.t?iritless code of· 

ethics into 1JVhich it evolved. 

ivla:rcus has wrj:t.ten of J"acobson: 11 I do not find that he 

absorbed any new idea after his 20th year" (63). Change "20th 

year 11 ·to 11 30th year 11 (this would be 1812, the year Ho senf'eld 

·established his German school), iiil'ld I th:i.nk we have a fairly 

true picture of Hosenfeld. 'I'hus, in h:Ls youth he was a radical 

reformer, and was banned from his rabbinical o:ffice; but, by 

184b i·t could be written of him: 11 In Upper li1rancon.ia, blKCi:P'f 

ll'OH HOS]lNFELD, the Ne.stor of the German-educated :aavavian rabbis, 

the H.eform tendency is championed everywhere" (fi4). 

The truth is that t.he times outstripped h:Un. ~'!hat was rad-

ical in his youth was generally accepted twenty years later. 'fhe 

younger rabbis, who in 1831 adopted synagogue regulat,ions ·too 

radical for Ho senf eld, had already far surpass eel any reforms he 

was ever to .make. Yet, :ln his first years, up until he was, 

say, forty (1822), he was indeed a radical; the name of no o·ther 

I 

' 
! ' 
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similarly minded RABBI is k.novm to UG during this period. 

In this senr:ie R.o senfeld may well be considered to have 

been ·the 11 first reformed rabbi in Europert, mentioned in 

my Preface. 
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CIIiW1~EH V 

RO SEINF'EIJ) fiIB HABBI 

Samson Wolf Ho senfeld became kn.ovl/!1 beyond h:i.s immediate 

neighborhood b,y his homiletic, po:Li tic al and inspirational 

wri·tings (1). It is my purpose j.n this chapter to present 

some of this material., which does not belong within the pur-

~'view of t.b.e other parts of this study. 

In 1858 there, was published, presumably in Dutch, at 

Hot.-ter:-dam, a two-volume edition of excerp·ts from the ser~mons 

, of, t:.he early Heformers, mo st of them being by Salomon, Ples-

1,?ner, et al., edited by S. J. Muscoviter, and e:rrtitled: 

, 11 Leerredenen voor Israeltet.en van de meets beroemde Kansel-

'rednaars, benevens stichtelyke Overdenkingen van s .. w. Hosen-

feld en andern" ( 11 Sermons for J"ews by the Most J?amous Preachers, 

together with Edifying Comments by s. w. Hosenfeld. and Others") 

(2). 'l'h:i.s set of bool<s is not available to me. 

On pat .. riotic holidays and extraordinary occasions, such as 

the outbreak of the cholera epidemic, Ho senfeld used to effuse 

:i.n Hebrew or German poems and ad.dresses. Much of this material 

existed eit.her in prin·t or manuscript. as late as 1866 (3). His 

few printed sermons, says one critic, would. not satisfy the 

demands of "our" time (1910) (4), an opirlion with which I must, 

·concur, although these sermons were not withou·t high religious 
) 

idealism. But their form certainly is not suitable for our· age. 

Ho senfeld left behind several hundred ca;r·efully written sermons, 

which, according t.o his son-in-law li.abbi Dr. Klein, have been 
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lost, (5). He, unlike J·acobson, did not refrain from using 

rabbinic quotations in his sermons (6), but like hjlll he was 

imbued wi·th the ideas of Deism, the "religious count,erpart of 

lt:nlightenment. 0 Deism preached. 11 rational metaphysics, God, 

:immortality and freedom of will1'; it, stressed the 11 hurncn1 and 

humane", and it, told men that, 11 the way to honor God ••• and 

· ,?-Chieve happiness • • • is to lead a virtuous life", tha·t 
fl • 111 

. ·t.he world to come He will vrork out the inequalities of t,his 

life so ·that virtue may uJ;timately be rewardec..111 (7). 

We have a sermon which Hosenfeld preached before the 11Hebra 

Kaddisha11 (men 1 s burial societ,y or "brotherhood") of Bamberg, 

at the Jewish cemet,ery in Walsdorf, on the eve of' the new moon 

of the month of' J'.Gllu.1 ir1 1836 or some previous year (8). M 

outline of this sermon follows: 

Exordium. 'rhe sigh"t. of graves sets us ·thinking about, ·what 

we and our lives mean. We know t,]1at we too wi1J. one day die, 

and we ask ourselves, 11 What is our life? 11 It would be sad if 

we could answer this quest.ion only in its relation to the physi­

cal world. But we are ruled by a good Father, Who did not. 

crea:te us that we should suffer, Who did not, place us above the 

· animals in order to make us more unfortunate than th,'PY. We are 

not. perishable, but. are children of e·ternity. 11 'fhe spiri"t re-

turns to God, Who gave i t. 11 But we shall not experience bliss­

ful eternity unless we merit it. Our conduct is the measuring-

rod of our future bliss. 

1rext. 11 Consider your ways 11 (Haggai 1~5). 

I. 'l'he necessity of such consideration. Heligion is 

·fraught with many dangers. Only a few people perceived the One 
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God before ·the Sinait .. ic revelation. The Revelation, with its 

attendant miracles, must be as real to us as to those who 

were ey.e-w:L·tnesses. •roday many people do not have faith in 

script.ure 1 s teachine;s; or they give these teachings inter-

pretations inconsistent, with ·the truth. How can we expect to 

live wi·th God in eternal bliss if our belief ill Him is vague'/ 

i~f' we doubt His righteousness, goodness, omniscience and. omni-

· presence'? How can we be with Him TJI}:R.g iie we are not wi·th Him 

: 1 ~ '. HERTG? Without belief in God, there is not life, but, d.eathe We 

·.lead only a physical animal life if the soul is deaa.. How 

shall they live wit.h God, who have killed the God-1:1.ke in 

·t:hemselves? 

Every error in. belief' leads ·to errors in living. But, even 

r, when belief' is correct., error lurks nearby, because 11Man
1 

s evil 

I inclir1a·tion daily seeks to wield more power over him" (Talmud) • . 
l ,· .Only ,those a;r•e really pious who no·t only know the truth, but 

have t.he power to withstand t11.e en-ticement,s of sjn, and. who not . 

. only know the good, but. DO it, alwey·s. 

II. How to fur·ther this consideration. a) by industrious 

daily reading of the Scriptures. Just as we care for ·the bod¥, 

so must we care for t.he soul, which :i.11. our Clays often goes 

without nourislnnent for months at a time. our reading mus·t not 

be mechanical, bu·t we mus·t constant.ly apply Script,ure' s ·teachings 

to our daily lives. 1 

b) by pious prayer. Nor may we omit '.CIIJ\l.\fKS in our prayers. 

(Psalm 145-:;J..8). 

i 

I I 
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c) by making a daily mental reckoning of our deeds. We 

·think over the day's l\JIA'rl!;.1-UAL business our profits and 

lQsses - each evening; why not also our spiritual business? 

(Psalm 4 :5). 

d) by directing our soul and outlook toward dea·th and eter­

n,i ty ~ The materia1 iB of benefit, only in prolonging our :;rtey 

on earth, where we prepare :for eterr.nity. All our deeds must 

·.be done with eterrdty in mind. Whatever is inconsistent with 

1' such preparation, we must not do. 

Conclusion: O that we might heed the heavEmly cal11 Let 

us never st,rey from ·t.b.e path of true faith. Be 'l111ou our suppor·t. 

But you, members of ·the Bro·therhood, rejoice in the Lord1 You 

Gtand by your brethren in their last hours, pray for t .. he peace 

of their souls, and perform the last earthly services for their 

bodies. You will surely receive your reward from God, Who 

boun-tifully repays every good deed. 

Wilt Thou, O Lord, protect us all in the cover of' Thy 

wings. Accept our prayers today, and crown the new year wi·th 

grace and charity, so that peace, ·tranquillity, health, right­

eousness and blessing rnay prevail. Let all the earth ·t,urn 

unto Thee, and recog-nize a1.1.d honor Thee alone in truth.. A.men. 

We are fortunate also in having what was undoubtedly a 

sermonet,te, on the tex.ti 11Hatzur tamim poalo, ki chol drachav 

mishpat; El emur1ah v' en avel, tzaddik v 1yashar hu 11 ( "'l'he Hock, 

His work j.s perfect; For a:u His ways are ~ius·tice; A God of 

f'ait,hf'ulness and without iniquity, Just and right is He") (Deu-
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teronomy 32 :4) • 'l'he translation follows: 

"God reveals Himself in two ways: in space and in time. 
By the first we understand the productivity of all visible 
nature, an.a. the qualities inherent in created thj.i1gs; by 
the second we mean the events in the world, especially those 
concer-.aing mankind. l~verything in the first category is 
clec-ll' to us. Wherever our eye turns we are wondrously re­
minded of tne might and wisdom of God, especially of His 
goodness and love. no consider and see th-'3.·t the Lord is 
goo.d11 (Psalm 34:9) we say with our every step and glance. 
Here is a fine field, which provides the bread necessciry for 
our sustenance, there a spring to refresh the parched and 
.~thirsty people. Or we walk in the mids·t of vineyards, which 
offer us drink:, to pour joy and strength into our vefr1.s; 
.everywhere we see trees, bushes and plants laden with the 

,_, ' most variegat.ed fruits, which are beneficial and nourishing 
to us. Here prEitty blooms and blossoms delight our eyes and 
refresh our· souls with the fragrance of balmy perfume, there 

. we are filled wit,h delight by the simple natural songs of 
the birds of t~he air. Everything points t.o a wise, most 
highly good Father, Who has created so many things for the 
needs of His chilclren, and fo:r• ·their innocent pleasure and 
delig'ht. This is no secret, no riddle: everyt,hing is re­
vealed and comprehensible to us. 

It is otherwise when we direct our glcmce to the workings 
of God in time, to t11e events regarding men. '11h:i.s :Ls often 
like a m~muscript wh:i.ch we cannot read. 'I1here is so much 
that is not underS'tandable, incomprehensible= we see our wise 

. and good Father apportioning the gifts an.d bounties of Flis 
goodness so differently and unequally, that we completely lose 
our way. We see many a good child of God starving, sunken 
into ·trouble and poverty; while an evil, destructive prof.li-
gate persori, 9verwhelmed with material possessions, has great 

·good fortune. 

So we SlW with David, regardjng God1 fl work in space: 11 Thy 
righteousness is like the migb:t;y mountains 11 (Psalm 36:7); but 
as regc;;wds His works in time we must say: 11 'I1hy judgments are 
like ·the great deep 11 (PsaJr.o. 36: 7). Here God carll1ot, and it 
set=>.ms He wants not to be understood: 11 '11b.e Lord hath said tb.at, 
He wouJ.6. dwell in the thick darkness 11 (I Kings 8: 12). We can 
only submi·t, with believing humility, ·to the fact that we have 
an incomplete conception of Divine wisdom and rigl1teousness, in 
the manner of the PsaJlnist, who said (119:30): 11 I have chosen 
the way of fait .. hfulrl.ess~ 11 

Herein we f:ind the surest peace of mind, and wi.th good rea­
son. Let us be convjnced with certainty· that the God Who shows 
Himself so wise and. good in His creat,ion will also not fail 
to equalize His bounties according to a righteous measur:ing rod. 

I 
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Whether He equalizes here or there, sooner or later - that. 
is. a matter for His wisdom. The God, Who is so wise and 
good in His works and His Creation cannot. be otherwise than 
just. One can only be wise cu;i,d good if one is also just,. 

In ·the synthetic parallelism wh:i.cb. exists :i.n the verse 
from Moses which serves as the title of U1is acldreBs, we 
find opposite the two subjects 11 poal" a:n.d 11 derech11 the t.wo 
predicates 11 tamim.11 and 11mischpat,11 • 'rhe word 11 poal11 :f:ind.s 
its best a;pplication to the works of' God in space, in nature, 
in Creation, just as the word 11 derech11 is bett,er suited to 
the workings of God in tdme. The predicates 11 tamim11 and 
".mischpat" excellently justify thef;e interpret.a·tions • 

. The sense of the verse now seems to be the following: 
11I{atzur t.amim. paolo 11 - 11 J?erfect is God's work in space"; 
wh:Lch. leads us to conclude that "Ki chal (sic t) derachav 
rnischpat" means that His works in time are just, although 
it appear otherwise to our finite minds. 

Moses, the man of God, was impe11ec1 to state ·this truth 
at ·the climay,: of his prophetic song, which, in amazing 
brevity, tells the history of the Israelites from the be ... 
ginning of t.heir existence to their future res·t.oration. 

, This the song do es :in a strong and povrnrf'ul manner, with 
incomparable depth and warmth of spirit, for the purposes 
of vindicat,ing God and comforting the suffering nat~ion 11 (9). 

In 1841 Hosenf eld delivered his 11M.ispad 'I'amrurim. Rede 

bei dem feierlichen 11rauer-Gottesdienste wegen des Ablebens 

lhrer Majestaet der Koen;Lgin Karoline von Bayer.n, gehalten in 

der Synagoge zu Bamberg am 6. Dezember 184111 ( 11 Bitter Lamen-

tation. Address at the Solemn Memorial Service, which '11ook 

Place in the Synagogue at Bamberg on December 6, 1841, because 

of the Death of Her Majesty Queen Caroline of Bavaria"). This 

sermon was published in Bamberg, probably in the same yeax.·, 

and is cited by Maybaum in his 11 Juedische Homi1etic11 (10) 
\ 

under the category' "Patriotic Ad.dresses. 11 An ou:t.line is pre-

sent,ed herewith: 

God and Father, Who orderest concerning life and death, we 

-----"-~---------------------............ 
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ought, to worship Thee when our heart.s suffer. V/e do so now: 

r our honored and virtuous q_ueen has died. She has ex.changed her 

r 
1 earthly· perishable crown for an eternal heavenly crown with 
1. 
I 

1· rrhee, Who lovest the pious. So lead us in 'J~hy weys that we 

may get, us a heart oj:· wisdom, and reflect on our own end. May 

·the ex.ample of this blessed transfigured one call forth our 

e~ulation, so that. we too may go hence in peace, assured of 

Thy grace in ·t.he future life. May this address lead us toward. 

tha·t desirable goal. 

11He errtereth into peace; they rest in their beds, each one 

·t.hat walketh in his uprightness" (Isaiah 67: 2). We come before 

God to pour out our lament., to a.raw refreshing comfort. He was 

pleased, on November 13th, to take away our esteemed widowed 

queen in the 66th year of her life. Her life is so well known 

· tha·t to sk.et,ch it would be superfluous. Hather shall we dir·ect 

attent .. ion ·to her good deeds and benefactions. No one's prayer 

did .she ignore; no suf:f:'erer ever came to her in vain.. She died 

assured of her future, because of her good deeds. 

We shall attempt to dernonst,rate that an active, pious life, 

friendly toward mankind, is ·the best. preparation for a peaceful 

death. We could surely honor her memor·y in no better way than 

by becoming convinced of tllis truth, anc.l exemplifying i·t. 

1.. Of what is such a life constj.t.uteCL? It comprises three 
\ 

parts: a) ·t,he desire to help ot.hers, b) doing this zealously 

' and c) doing this as obedience to God, out of' love for Him. 

Carelessness, selfishness and indifference are inconsist.ent 

I 
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with such a disposition, which must come from a sincere heD.rt. 

He· is no cold spectator on ·the human scene Viiho takes an in­

teres·t in those beyond his narrow circle, who works for ·the 

b~tterment of hurna:ni ty. If we really care about, the welfare 

of men, then each hindrance t,o it must. fill us with indig­

na'tior1, each ari.noya:nce ·to it mus·t f'i11 us with pain, each 

rn.~ans of helping it along mus·t fill us with hope, each :improve­

ment of' it must fill us with joy. We dare not be indi.fferen.t, 

seeking the welfare only of our own. Abr.sib.am worked even on 

behalf of the wicked people of ~.:>odom. l\foses was read:y, if 

neceSf.H:J.ry' t,o absorb the sins of those who worshiped. the goJ.den 

calf.· .And so ·t1'1e Queen helped all, whether they were near to 

her or far, of whatever fait:h or parent .. cige they were. So ought 

we t .. o do. 
But we cannot s·top wit,h mere fee:Ungs. we must act. Deeds 

which tend toward improv:Lng hunp3n welfa:r·e are the surest, sign 

of a lover of' mruJ.kind. Not only mus·t we not harm otherr.~, but 

we must help them wi·th all our power, as the queen did. 

· Everyone does some good deeds; he who does none is not 

deserv:ing of the name 11mc:m." Most of us do good, with occas­

ional evil, .depending on which :i:nclina:t.ion prevails. Bu·t to 

do good, and never evil, tbroughou-t. one's whole life - this is 

a fate which would glori:C--.f even angels, c..::md this fate Caroline 

defJervesL 'I'he only evil she ever did was by dying, and leaving 

us withou-t her. 
Every good CJ.eed must, be done wi·th God in mind. "Love ·thy 
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f_ neic;hbor as thyself: I Alv'.f. 'I'HE LORD 'EHY GOD. 11 such an atti­

tude gives ·t.he highes·t wort,h to our good deeds. 'rhe queen 

took this viewpoint: she acted not, out, of desire for fame, 

but qu:Letly and without display. 

2. The adoption of this life is the best preparation for 

the. future: Woe to him whose conscience condemns him when he 

is on the brink of the grave L We must seek peace of mind if 

.we. are ·to prepare for our end. We can do ·this in no be-tt.er 

1' ·way· the:m by an active religiously motivated hwn2mit,arian:i.sm. 

,, 
Then in our last hours we can peacefully reflect on our good 

. · deE~·ds. 'rhus did the queen die. 

But we ouglrt also to be of' this nature so that we can leave 

. ~· ble.ssed memory beh:ind us. It would be horrible to have t,o 

admit on one 1 s death-bed that he would soon be forgo·tten by 

everyone, or even worse, that he would be remembered for dis­

grace an.d malediction. We caiJ. only avoid t.his fat,e by good 

deeds. How can ·the memory of our• life disappear if wf; leave 

·behind many ·whom we have served ·v'rell? Every ot.her means of 

securing posthwnous fame is :in vain. A blessed memory will 

follow Queen Caroline. 

We cannot hope in God unless we obey H:i.m through good deeds. 

TJor ·can we hope in Him unless we love Hirn. Hor can we love 

· Him unless we also love man. Be holy, ai:i the ILord your God is 
\ 

holy. He who does this ma.;y confidently await God's grace. 

'rhe virtuous l:i..fe leads to :i.mrnor'"tality. 'What other possi­

biJ.:i.t,y exists'? So the queen has gone hopefully and joy·fully to 

I 

. ! 
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mee·t her destiny in the future world. 'rhere she will re­

ceive a fulness of joy not, granted here below even to queens. 

Now let us look to our Recompensor and pray: ma;y she 

find her rest with '.rhee. r.l'c.tl<.e her into Thy holy protection. 

Let her receive that. heavenly peace of which she received a 

presentiment on earth through her good deeds and righteous 

conduct befo:r-e 'rhee. .Am.en ( 11). 

Hosenfeld, :Ln 1854, published f.lllother such adrlress, 

1.1Tr•a11errea.e auf das .Ableben Ihrer Majestaet der Koenigin 

·'l'heresei1 ~~:iament on ·the death o:f.' Her Majesty Queen Theresa/I) 

.(12), but no copy is at hend. 

We possess the 11 Address at the Dedication of the ,Jewish 

Cemetery in Bamberg 11 (cf.. Chap·ter II), preached on October 

19, 1851, published by Hesslein il1. Bamberg, 1851, a..Yld again 

by Kayserling in his 11 Bibliothek juedischer Kanzel.1."edner 11 in. 

J.870 (13). The trenslation follows: 

"Honored listeners t 

We are here assembled in order to dedica:te, whilst we inter 
a departed brother in the eax·th (Mr. Isaak Kolb, who was dis­
t:i.nguisheci :t'or his numerous chari·table gifts), an inst.itu:t.ion 
which has great interest for us. With its establisbmen t a new 
era for Bamberg 1 s Je-vvry begins. 

At tl1.is moment, dim memories from the past. come to mind. 
According to the records, a Jewish cemetery once e:Kisted here, 
in times long since forgotten. The intolerance of people of 
bygone centuries was not sated by persecuting the living Jews; 

· their hate was poured out on those long dead and sleeping in 
the grave. Their gr•aves, their grave-markers, were desecrated. 

The living, years ago, were permitted. t .. o return to Bamberg, 
and received a friendly welcome; but when they died they were 
forced to wander into exile, to seek their resting places in a 
spot remoi.~e from those they left behind. For a very long time 

" ~, .._ ~ ',,. . -~ .. -~ -
- - ---- - - ~ - _,," 
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tJiis ·sad stat.e of affairs continued; but soon force of habit 
decreed that t,his inconvenience was not even felt, its deg­
radation and vvretchedness not even perceived. 

Finally however, the Lord above, Who, f'or the sake of our 
true welfare, imposes upon us many sorts of temptations and 
trials, sent a ray of enlightenment into the heerts of the 
people 1::md their rulers. He. activated :ln th<::.m a feeljng for 
humanit.y and ·tolerance, a feeling wh:Lch t,old. them that God, 
thf.i All Righteous and L-1.11 Good One, takes no pleasure in per­
secutions, no matt,er against whom they are perpetrated; an<l 
't .. b,at uprightness, goodwill a.nd love are alone the means of 
bringin,g and maintaining God's kingdom on earth. 

,· 

. Our highly revered king, Max Joseph I, was t.he one chosen 
by ProvidS"nce to 'beg:in to rend the bonds of intolerance :in 
Bavaria. {.As a result. of his effor·ts, the Jews were permit/c.ed, 
ac·cording. to the Edict of June 10, 1813, to establish burial 
g:r~ounds wherevex• they comprised a community of at least BO 
families .r\ 

if 

But, vvhi.le evil always progresses across a lc1nd with giant . 
st.eps, good, on the other hand, advances only at sna:ll 1 s pace, 
and in its advancing must fig1(t hind.r·enceB of many .kinds. 'I1hus 
was the case here in Bamberg: , 38 year·s have passed sin.ce the 
Edic.t 1 s promulgation, bu·t only ·t;oday is the authority which 
it gives us being brought to actuality and fulfillment.) 

I 
Yes, even though late, the work is now completed. F'or 

this, brethren, let us thank the Lord our Goel. Let us thank 
Him with all our heart, and all our· soul. We are no longer 
forced ·to banish, as it were, our loved ones from our neigh­
borhood. No longer are we compelled to ·t.ake leave of them 
with but a small funeral procession, with a scanty escort of 
three or four persons, as was heretofore the case. 

'{le are now, on the contrary, in ·t;he position of' being 
able to confer upon them, with God's help, en honorable inter­
ment, as befi·ts honorable people. Now we may visit their 
graves as often as we like, here whex·e they lie to renew their 
memory in our hearts, and to send a prayer for ·them to Heaven. 
'rhese are pri,crnless gains for our sense of' self'-respec·t.. lror 
you must know, friends, that the honor in which we hold the 
dead, and the honor ~which we, by deeds, show them, is 
tb.e yardstick of our own religious and ethical attainment. The 
man v1ho can be in(\ifferent. to the dead does not understand the 
true worth o:f human life. lror this is an undoubted truth: man 1 s 
life has wort,h only when we ·t;hink of i·t as bound up with a higher 
other-worldly Life. This j.s no imaginary idea, no fanciful con-: 
ceit manufactured by our own egoism. 

,.· 

'i 
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Heason and Hevelation lead us by their brother·ly hands to 
the belief il.J. the continued existence of' the soul, and the 
greatest and mos·t pious men of all t.imes have often sea1ecl 
this ·t.rut,h wi·th their dea:t.h. Indeed, friends, we might. reproach 
our good and wise Creator for having grented us the power of 
thought, (which He has bestowed on man ex.elusively) if it were 
at all possible for us to conceive of such a th:i.ng as eternal 
death and complete ~-mnihi.lation. 

No, brethrenL God does not, act this way with His gifts. 
He does not, bestow them upon us in order to mak.e us suffer • 

· 'fo make us happy, to bless us - these are His Divine mot:Lves. 
·Therefore, dear friends, let us not fear; for even if the 
earth with all its wonders should pass awey, we know t.hat the 

, Lord of Hosts is with us: He is wi·th us in life, He is with us 
. in death, and His mercy endures from age to age~ "Yea, though 

I walk in t,'he valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no 
evil, for 11hou, Lord, art wi·th me. 11 'J~his I say· with King 
David, who was inspired by God. 

Yes, we would be guilty of high treason against God, of 
h:igh treason against humanity and against ourselves, were we 
to. deny an eternal continued existence. Yea, without. life 
after death, our ea:r:·thly life would already be death. O man 
·tremble before this frightful thoughtL For it undoes your 
peace of mind, it confounds your most beautiful and noblest 
joys, a·t one blow it crushes your worth and you:r hope1 But, on 
the other hand, thr.ough ·tender handling of our dead we pr'ofess 
our faith both in the wor·th of man and in his continued exis­
tence af·t,er death. At ·the same time, we tacitly imply ·tha·t i:nan 
is a being whose ou·ter wrappj.ng contains ·t.he ima.ge of God within, 
an image which never, neither before nor aft.er life, can be 
destroyed unto annihilation. 

Therefore, dear coreligionists, I must ask you henceforth 
to continue to att.end funerals in large numbers; to frequent 
funeral processions, and bestow upon the dead all fitt:ing ho­
nors; and to shun everything which would be repugnant to the 
re spec·t which vve owe tlle departede Scanty attendance at funer­
als, as at all of life's cri'l:;ical junctures, is an insult to 
the dignity of t,he solemn occasion., lt amounts to depriving 
the deceased of the last worldly honor due him, and it vio­
lates the precept to comfo1·t, with our syn1pathy, those dear 
ones whom the deceased has lGft behind. As early as the Tal­
mud (Sabbath 127a), respectful accompan:i.rnent of the dead was 
extolled and recornm.ended as one of ·the holiest of tasks. 

\ 

This short remind.er should suf'fice to keq::i the above-men­
tioned inc1:4.,:rnit:les far away from us, especially since now, 
what with ·the nearness of' the funeral parlor, the matter assumes 
an entirely different shape. 
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Bretl:tren, after expressing our thanks to God, the All 
Good, and after having mentioned with thankful recognition 
that we are obligated f'or this new insti·tution ·to the Bavarian 
royal house (and we add the request that the Lord our God will 
bless this royal house with His beneficent protection, and 
·that He especially will bler:is our universally beloved king and 
sovereign. Max II, who often, by his requests to the Die·t, has 
let people know how strongly he feels that his Jewish subjects 
ought to have greater civil rights) - after thanking these, 
·we are also duty bound to mention here our sincere thanks to 
the honorable city magistrate, and. to the worthy city corumis­
:sion, who, in their customary pleasan:t, humane and t.01.erant 
~axm.er have so helpfully aided the development of th.ts project. 
l\fiay dear God bestow upon them, and upon all ·the inhabitants of 

· .. the good city of Bamberg, His heavenly· blessings, in rich 
µ1easure t 

'ro Thy holy care, O ill Good God, we now com;11end this 
institution. May it ever serve to increase our love toward 
'l1hee and toward our fellow-men, and to c;;Juse our hea-rts to 
take act:Lve interest in everyth:Lng good and noble. 1"\men11 (1.4). 

·rwo unpublished. works of :Rosenfeld are also known to us: 

11 Katechismus der i.sraelitischen Religion fuer den Schu1unter­

richt11 ( 11 Catechism of t:he J-ewish Heligion for School Use"), 

which was given to the Bamberg city school commission :in 1831; 

and 11 Pflichtgebote fue1" das israelitii:::che Frauengeschlecht. 11 

( 11 0bligatory Duties of ~rewj.sh Women11 ) ( 15). 

rrn.e remainder of this chapter is devot.ed to an examina:tion 

of two of Rosenf'eld 1 s major literary efforts, the 11 Stunden der 

Andacht 11 and the newspaper 11 Das l:t'uellhorn. 11 

The literary history of the 11 Stunden cl.er Andacht. 11 is con­

fused and incomplete in the var:Lous sources; howGV(:?.r, I be-

lieve that I have almost completely straightened ·the matter out. 

Johannes Heinri.~h Daniel Zschokke (1771-1848), in early 
.,. 

life a Prot.estant pastor in Magdeburg, set.tled in Switzerl.and, 

·where he became a statesme:m, historian, novelist and religious 
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i±~ . hefreiung11 ( 11Tuiankind becomes free tbrough education").. From 

1S08 to 1816 he issued each Sunday, 2nonymously, a religious 

. essay or meditat,ion. Aft.er 1816 he had tr.i.ese collected and 

Printed 
. ' at:Lll anonymously, as 11 s·tunden der .Anc.lacht zur 

Befoerderung wahren Christenthums und haeuslj.cher Gottes-

. verebrung 11 ("Hours of Devotion for the li'urtherance of 'l'rue 

· ... Christ,~lan:i.ty and Love of God in the Home 11 ). Not un-til 1842 

did Zschokke unmask himself as the author of ·t.his popular 

work:. which, beside going through 36 German edi·tions, was 

translated into many languages. It was condemned. by the Catho­

lic clergy as Satan 1 s doing, but, even in Catholic lands, it 

found great popular·ity. The orthodox Protestants, t.oo, con­

demned these mea.i·tations, which were more appreciated by the 

laity than by the clergy. They are free of dogma, and display 

a rationalistic Christianity (J.6). The work contains 413 essays .. 

In 1833 the Walther· publishing firm o:f Dinkelsbuehl, Bavax·ia, 

published. the fir st of four projected volmnes of selections from 

Zschokke' s work. •.rhis had been adapted. for Jewish use :and was, 

lik.e the original, published anonymously. (17). I·li contained 

35 essays, which had, in fact, been prepared for the press by 

the book-dealer and fighter for Jewish emancipation in W\J.ert­

temberg, Isaak Hess (died October 6, 1866) • A second edition of 

this volume, bee±-in.g Hess' name as the author, and including 

his biography, waSi published in Ellwangen jJ1 1867, containing 

t.he very same essays. Both volumes, as well as Hosenfeld' s 
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,~ first edition (see below), were called, with but little 

change from Zschokke' s title; 11 Stunden der .A;n • .dacht fuer ~; .. 
;) ' 

'J Israeliten zur Befoerder1mg religioesen Lebens und haeus-.. --; 

. ;;' 

licher Gottesverehr•ung11 ("Hours of Devotion for Israelites 

for the FurtherMce of the Religious Life and liove of God in 

the Home 11 ) (18). 

For some reason, :Hess did not cont:inu.e with the work. 

After ·the first two essays of the second. volume had been prin­

ted, Rosenfeld was asked by t,he Wal·ther firm to br:ing the vol-

wnes to their completion (see Rosenfeld' B Int,roduction, below) e 

We do not know who edited. the first two essays of this second 

volume; it was not Hosenfeld., cind probably it was not Hess 

either. Had it been Hess, then these ·two essays should. have 

been included in the J.867 ea.i·tion of Hess' work; bu-t they do 

not appear there. f3o, with the exception of ·these two essays, 

Rosenfeld. was the editor of volwnes 2, 3 and 4 of' the 
11

stund.en 

c1er .Andacht,t', published by Walt.her in Dinkelsbuehl in 1834 .. 

Rosenfeld' s name appears on these tbree volumes as t,heir author. 

The entire worl<. includes 140 essays, of which H.osenfeld was 

responsi'ble for 103 (35 being by Hess and. 2 by t,he 
11
Unknown

11

). 

All of Hess' essays and the 2 by the 11Unknown.11 bear titles that 

are the seme or almost. the same as Zschokke 1 s origina1 essays. 

1rhe entire Jewish work was recommended by the Bavarian 

government. By Clecree of' November 24, 1834, Jewish congre­

ga-tions were urged to purchase the set ( 19). Ho senfeld had 

unctertaken his work with loving care; it founc1 a deserved 
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· reception, not only in Ger.many, but even in Poland and Hussia 

(-20). He had rendered. the essays in a restrained rationalistic 

manner, so that they had. a wide appeal to the Jews of the t:irne 

(21). RosenfeJ.d• s word in these 11 though"tful meditations an.d 

beautj.ful poems" has been called "healing medicine for sick 

souls" (22). (Most of the essays are preceded by poems.) 

A second edition of Rosenfeld' s three volumes was pub­

lished at Dinkelsbuehl in 1857 and succeeding years under ·the 

, t.it.le; 11 Stunden der Andach·t fuer Israeliten beiderlei Gesch­

lechts11 ( 11Hours of Devotion if:or Israelit,es of Both Sex.es 11 ). 

Only the first of ·these three volumes appeared while Hosen­

feld was st.ill living (20), and it is only this volume which I 

., 

have been able to consult. ('rhere is a possibility that vol­

umes 2 and 3 never did, in fact, appear.) Volume 1 of thi.s 

second edition contains only esse:ws which were found in the 

1834 edit.ion, although this volume draws on essays from· all 

three of the orig1n.a1 volurnes, and is not identical with the 

original volume 2, ·t.he first volume which Ho senfeld had edit,ed. 

Fifteen of the essays in the 1833-4 edition were translated 

into Hebrew by Mena.hem Manus Bendetsolm (23) (1817-1888) of 

Grodno, the son-in-law of the cantor of the Reform synagogue in 

Breslau. E.e was a teacher in the Jewish schools at Grodno, and. 

one of the best neo-Hebraic writers, having a style considered 

second only to that, of Abraham Mapu. His adaptation of the 

11 s·t.unden11 appeared in Vilna in two volumes (only the second has 

been available to me), the first in 1856 and the second in 1862, 

~------------------------------

4 
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under the title; "Higgayon la-ittim" ("Timely l\Ieditations 11 ),24). 

Bendetsobn, in the introduction to his second volume, acknow­

ledges his debt to Ho senfeld, but says that he has so completely 

changed the material that it has become his own (25). 'rhere 

are eight essays in this second. volume (and presumably· seven in 

the first). Of these eigb:t, f'our are recognizable as being 

.taken from Hosenfeld, one is from Hess, and one is :from the 

11 Unknown". Identification of the o·ther two essays would be a 

large task, beyona. the purv:i.ew of my study. 

What were the altera·tions which Hosen:t'eld made in order for· 

Zschokke' s work to be. proper and fitting for Jews to use as a 

devotional book.? Again, I consider it outside of the scope of 

this paper ·to make a minute study o:f Hosenf'eld. 1 s 103 essays, 

comparing them word for word with ·their cou:o.terparts in Zschokke. 

I shall, ·therefore,. include only a few o bserva:t:.ion..s based on a 

general perusal of' the volumes. 

The noun 11 Christiantt is generally changed to 11 Israelite", 

occasionally to 11 Jew11 (;~6). "Jesus" and t1Christ 11 become 11 Goa.n 

or nLord". The adjective 11 Christian11 becomes 11 religiousu. 

Suitable Old Testament quotations replace those from the New 

·res·t.ament. B.eferences fr·om the 'l'almua., Maimonides and various 

other J'ewish sources a.re frequently in.serted. Occasionally 

entire paragraphs have been rewritten, but generally only a 

word or phrase here 1 and ·t:.here is altered; whole sentences and 

_ paragraphs often run with no changes whatsoever. Old Testament 

stories are used instead of New Testament ones, wher•e these 
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appear. 'l'he tit.les of a few of the essays have also been 

slightly changed. The work of transforrna·tion has been so 

dextrously accomplished that one would never suspect it to 

be the reworking of a Christj.ar1 book'.. 

Hosenfeld hj.mself was so pleased with his results that he 

often had his teachers use ·the essays from 11 Stunden 11 as ·their 

sermons in ·t:.he coun·tr;f congrega:t.ions on Sabbaths and Holidays. (27). 

(A precursor of the U .A..H .. C. 11 Sermon '.11rac-ts'', so dear to ·the 

young H. U. C. student? L) I quote a few of the titles of these 

essays: "On ·the Beginning of the Wew Year'', 11 Dissatisfaction 

wit,h Heali ty" , 11 'rl1e 'Nc.iy to Become Successful", 11 Gr adations 

among God's Creatures", 11 Leisure rrirne11 , 11 I.Jive in the Prese:n:t:. 11 , 

"The Existence of Angels", 11B.espect for the Property of Others11 , 

"Feelings on an Au·tumn Day", 11 Self-Contro111 , "Broken Friend-

shi.p11, 11 God.1 s Greatness in Li·t,t.le 1rh:ings11 , 11 'l1he lifewlywed.s 11 and 

1111he Evening" • 

Of the 103 essays edit.ea. by H.osenf'eld, all, or· almost all, 

are taken d.irec·tly from Zschokke. However, five essays cannot 

easily be located as being among Zschokke•s 413; they bear 

titles not :found in his worlc, and, although the probability is 

that they J\RE taken from somewhere in his ten volumes, ·t.here j.s 

also a possibility that they, or some of thE@, are original with 

Rosenf'eld. This is not a ma·tt,er of great importance anyway; 

whatever the case :may be, I deem it worthwhile to present outlines 

~ of' these five essays (plus a sixth which I know to be from 

Zschokke) l;ecause, even if they are not Hosenf'elc11 s ovvn produc·t., 
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they certainly re:flect his attit.udes accurately. First, how­

. ever, I present a tr£Jnslation of' B.osenfeld 1 s Introduction, 

as found in the 2nd volwne of the 18~'34 edit.ion: 

11 At t,he request of' the publisher, l took over the revision 
of the tbree volumes of this· work: which are yet to appear. 

I admit, that I undertook this work with trepidation. I 
am aware of the habit (not a very nice one) of' my coreligion-

. :i.st,s who, \.\fhenever a. book a:ppears authorE)d. by one of their 
number, dirE~ct their att,ent,ion only to. what :ls f'aulty therein · 
(and no work is entirely faultless), while ·t,hey do not notice 

· .. the good it contai11s, even though the good. preponderate by fa.r 
over the faulty. · And. when one revises an already exist.mg book, 
·t,here are cert .. ain to be so many distort.ea. ju~111en-ts, spitei:'ul 
opin:lons en.d remarks, and, on the contr8l'y, so few prospects of 
receiving reco5111ition, that the reviser has few pleasant, result.s 
to look forward ·to. In my case, moreover, the fact that one 
vo1urne of this work had s.lready a:p:peared (by another, unknown to 
me); 'before I rece:lved the request, was no·t a mat.t.er of no 

· .consequence. 

I would, therefore, gladly have refused the publisher• s 
request had not consideratj.on for ·t.he usefulness and necessity 
of such a work of instructive edificat .. ion made me decide to 
accede t,o his request. I make no claim concern:i.ng literary 
merit, and so I can have nothing ·to fear from t,he sting of the 
cri·tic in this rega:r·d. That, 1 have fixed my eye firmly upon 
the religious system of Iviosaism, in i·ts broader sense, and have 

. · likevdse taker1 into consideration the customs, habits and 
dis9osition. of t.he Israelites - the ex.perts will not fail to 
observe this. 'rhis at,titude of :mine will be as little condemni::..id 
by them as the fact that most of my statement.s are pr•oved by 
examples f'rom Holy ·;;;ri·t, or here and there from the ;ralmud, 
vrhere this seemed advir?able. 

I have often given t11e translation of biblical pass~;;es 
accor·ding to my ow.n :Lnterpretat,ion, as true ·t.o tne meaning as 
possible. Providence be thankt';d that in this matt,er we are not 
hand.cuffed or botmd. to <;my particular author; it :i.s undeniable 
tha:t. even the Church versions have their good point,s in many 
a passageL 

Astronomic hypo.theses and postulations, which many people 
rebel agamst, especially if' they seem to con:flict with the 
letters of Scripture, and which are little suited for :l:nstruc­

- tion or for awalcenine piety, I have generally sought to remove. 

i' 
i 
'! 

I 
I 

i I 

I 
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Now I must call the honored reader's attention t.o the 
fac·t tha·t the first ·two essays of this volume vrnre already 
printed before I took over the work; these, therefore, 
cannot. be imputed to me. 

Fjnally, I add. this well-meant ad.vice for those who 
'read this work with the intention of educating themselves. 

·· ·rhey mur:.rt. not read. too much at once - at most, 3 or 4: essays 
·weekly, and never more than one a day. overloading works 
·to the detrirnen-t of ·the contents. 

,. 

Iviay· the All Good. one bless this work, so tha·t it bring 
for·th very many good. wholesome :fruitst 'rh:i.s would. be my 

· most. beaut.iful reiiYc:U-d., my most worthy and most pleasing joy, 
. \vhich vvould brighten my soul in days of affliction, and 
permit my spirit t.o look happily upv\rar•d to God. 

Bamberg, She bat J.8, 5594 A. M. 
Hosenfeld.11 (28). 

Now I come to the out.lines of ·the five essays which me;y 

possibly be original ·with H.o senf eld.. 

1. Cleverness a:nd. \~isdom (29) 

'rhe cleverest and mos-t religious people may err. lv1ost 

people tbJ.nk only of their own v.reli'are, and not, of U1at, of 

others. We are often indifferent as to the means by which we 

achieve our goals. Do you thinl:e this is not important? He 

who once betrays anothe1• is never trusted again. By your 

cleverness, you lose God. Your· cleverness is only folly. It. 

lacks the mcxin ingredient: wisdom. 11 Where there is no fear 

of God, there is no wisdom. 11 You need both cleverness and 

wisdom. Nisdom will mal<'.e you charitable; but wit,hou·t elev-

erness ,· you might bestow your aJJns on an undeserving t.remp, 

rather than upon '.the really needy poor. There are times when 
\ 
J 

·truth ought no·t be spoken, as it.s ut,terance would. cause harm. 

we should ·trust in God.; but this does not mean we should. be 

inac·tive. He will help us, but we must first help ourselves. 
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j ' 
Cleverness wit,hout wisdom is n1mcleverness 11 • Virtue without 

cleverness is 11 unvirt,ue 11 • Cleverness works to its own advan.-

tage; wisdom is guided only by virtue. God has given us 

b. oth, ·1·.'or· our o"'rn c d" J, VVJ..I. rJ, 00 0 It is better to be a fool in t,he 

eyes of the world than impious before God. 

.. 2. lvian 1 s Help, God's Help (30) 

"It is bet;t.er ·t,o tal<::e refuge in ·the Lord ·t.han to trust in 

princes. 11 Do not, ex.pec·t thanks or help from people; most of 

,. " them th:in.k only- of their O'INI'l seli'ish interests. :U.:verything 

outside of themselves they regard only as a means to achieve 

, their ovm ends. Do no·t trust too much in man's word or pro-

~-

. ~\ 

mise~ Changeableness is part of human nature. Trust more :in 

your own ability than in that of others. Perhaps you do not 

. know your ovm strength. But God., l:Tno neit,her slumbers nor 

sleeps, is otu• truest support. 

3. Leisure 'l'irne (31) 

"Let each one o~ my moment.s, O God, be valuable and clear 

unto rne. 11 The years ffy by before we know it. 'I'he wise man 

will not waste his leisure hours. God wishes His children to 

be happy·. Bu-t happiness is only a means f'or cheering the spirit, 

for strengtJhening our he~~th. It is not the go al of life. 

Dj.,ssipation has horrible effects on ·t.he home and on societ;y • 

. , Our pleasures should be innocent ones. Woe to him who finds his 

pleasure at, his br6ther' s expensel A game whic!h sharpens the 

- wits is proper; but cards anc1 dice, which awaken greed and 

avarice, are bad for one's peace of mind. It is no longer 

,,~ ~ ""'"<7"'m ~ 

- - - -- _,-
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amusement if the game inflict,s painful losses, and robs one 

'ii. of what he has worked for. A l:lttle drink is he.l.I'mless; but 
·::~ 

i·t is very easy to overstep the bounds between pleasure and 

vlilc1 abandonL Play· games wi.th your children and your friends; 

··read good. booJ{s; enjoy Mature' s beauties; and derive pleas-

ure from helping the poor. 

4. Our Joyous Ascent, to the l.iord (32) 

Where are the ca;r•efree da;ys of my youth? My friends are 

e.ither clead, or have become strangers to me. vVhat has be-

come of my :fond dreams, my hopes for the future? That future 

has now come and gone. 'rhe goals I once sought are not those 

I now seek. I am not master of my fate; fate masters me. I 

must b:ld 11 gooclbye11 to my former dreams, and make my peace with 

my lot.; for soon I will be in the gra:ve. 

Was my life worth its pains? of what use was my exist-

·ence? Yea, life would be a vanity were it not, for et,ernity, 

heaven Bnd God. Therefore let us think of God as our life 1 s 

goal, and joyously prepare for our ascent unto Him. 

5. How Ought, we Defend Our Hights'? ( 3a) 

11~rhou shaJ.t not hate thy brother in thy heart ••• love thy 

neighbor as thyself. 11 You mut?t. be calm before you can deal 

with an unpleasan.t si·tuation. Do not act in anger. You must 

not hate the person\ who wrongs you, but t.he evil thing. Show 

your opponent that you honor him as a man :in spi't.e of' what he 

has done. In a caJ.Jn wey, point out your own innocence in t.he 
. I 
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matt.er. You are brotherst If you have done your utmost, and 

have failed to make peace, then go to "the law-court: it is 

for this purpose that God has created judges. Act only le­

gally. You stilJ* have no right to hate y-our opponerrt. If 

you make bitter remarks aboU't him, then you yoursel:f become 

wort,b.y of being blamed. 

'rhe last essay I shall outline is taken by Ho senf'eld 

from Zschol;;:ke. I only give space to it, here because j;t so 

well illustrates Rosenfeld' s ffttitude toward reforms. 

Prejudice Ii1or and Aga:U.1.st. the New 

uo make my heart from prejudice free, 
That Thy Word my light on my way may be. 11 

There are people who are f i11ed with opposition against 

everything which bears the mark of novelty. There are otners 

who deny a:ny worth or ut.ility to anything old, displeying de­

votion only to ·that. which is new. Both categories are in 

error, inasmuch as they allow themselves ·to be ruled by pre­

judice, by prejudice for or against the new. 

There are many people who love the new just because it is 

new, or who espouse it in order to sparkle through it, so that 

they may stand out from tl1e great masses; some favor the new 

in order to give ·t.he impression of being unprejudiced, of 

possessing an open m:i.:nd. Bu·t these people, in fact, are just as 
I • prejudiced as many 6£' their opponents. I must, examine before 

_ I judge and choose; · yea, I must examine insofar as it is with-

in my power. I will accep·t ·t.he good, t,he be·t.ter, be it new or 

old, come it from where it may (~34). 

·'' 
'' 



- 151 -

1:Chere can be no doubt that Hosenfeld performed a consi­

derable service t,o his coreligionists by mald.ng these fine 

meditations availabJ~e ·to t.b.em in an acceptable form. 'rhe 

fact that "Stunden11 ran to a second edition and was tranf;lated 

into Hebrew is proof sufficient. of the es-teem in which it was 

1_··. 

• held., Although 90% of the credit must be given to Zschokke, 

yet Ho senfeld' s service was no·teworthy. Indeed, some ·t;;hought 

'l ... J 

,,. I' 

". 

the editing of the 11 Stunden" to be his out,standing accomp­

lisbment. Isaac Leer:1er, when he once referred to Ho senfeld in 

his 11 0ccid.ent11 , identified him for his readers as 11 the author 

of the 1 Hours of Devotion' 1' (35). 

Now we come t,o Ho senfeld' s Jevvish newspaper, "Das Fuell-

hor•n. 11 ( 1111.'he Horn of Plentytt). rrhis was a four-page weekly (:36) 

ir1 German, published by Humann in Bamberg (37), which appeared 

every· .B'riday from ~ranuary 1, 1835 (38) to December 23, 1836, 

·when, for 11 various reasons" Ho senfeld was compelled to 
11 
sus-

pend publicat:lon indefinitely" (39). At least 104 issues were 

published (4:0). I have available for st.udy only the last 26 

issues (J.uly - December, J.836); tJlis amounts to one-quarter 

of the tot,al number of issue~;; published (41). 

HosenfE~ld rightly understood that the Jewir:>h monthlies 

and yearlies of his t.irne were generally accessible only to ·t,he 

:rabbis and teachers, and did not :penetrat.e dovir.c1 to the mass of 

the people;. He :rJealized that these learned journals were not 

for them, that the only form which ·t,hey would underst,and and 

appreciate was the newspaper form (42). And so, 1Ni:th his 
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penchant for education, he published 11 J?uellhorn11
, which, 

with the object of furnishing instruct,ive, useful and 
entert.ajning reading matter and of discussing Jewish 
event .. s of interest, f'urnished a new type of paper (43). 

Others have follovved him (44) who, with greater journalistic 

f,1bility and talent, have found more success; bU't H.osenfeld1 s 

is ·t.he credit of havin.g founded the first J·ewish newspaper 

··of the modern type. . In thi~:,1 way he created a new path 

leading to ·t.he goal of popular• <-Tewish education (45). If 

11 f:)ulamith 11 (which, :Lnc:Ldentally, did not always appear regu­

larly) was the first German-J·ewish PERIODICAI..J (46), 11 Das 

f· · l1'uellhorn11 must be knovvn as the first German-Jewish N:B;WSPAPE:R. 

.• . 

How many copies circulated, or how wide ·t,he scope of this 

·circulation was, we do not know. It did have readE~rs, however, 

as far away as Trieste (47), where :Lt was favorably received • 

.Concerning ·t.hose issues which are not available to me, we 

.. know of the foll.owing contents: an article, 11 God. - a 1.!'riend 

of the Pursuea.11 (48); cm article by Hosenfeld on synods (49), 

. possibly identical with his "I st fuer die Israeli ten in BayeI>.n. 

·eine oberste Kirchenbehoerde nothwendig, und welche Form 

·.-waere fuer s:Le die bestEi? 11 ( 11 ls a Supreme Church Authority 

Necessary for the Israelites in Bavaria, and What would be the 

Be st F'orm for such an Authority·'?) (50) • 

What of' the contents of those issues we have'? The masthead 
1 

carries a suitable verse, usually biblical, sometimes rabbinic. 

'I'here are a few advertisements; frequently there is a literary 

miscellany, or a miscellany of current. or hiErtorical J·ewish 
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facts. 'l1here are aphorisms, anecdotes and. re15.gious 11 though·ts. 11 

'rhere is one 11 Let,ter to the ]l;di tor 11 ; a memor:Lal mention of a 

deceased phila.nthropist; and a few notices from the editor 

ar·e to be found. Quite regulw.ly there appears a list of 

c:ontributors to a fund Hosenfeld was raising to help the J·ews 

of Walldorf, who had undergone a severe fire; tbere are lists 

of current books on J·ews arid Judaism. But chiefly there a.re 

the news .i·tems, the special w.ticles (rar·ely original), and 
j:_·. 

I:;· ·· · always there is an inspirational poem. 
,. 
(' Much of Rosenfeld' s material in ttii'uellhorn" has been mentioned 

o:i:· quoted elsewhere in this study. He contributed, at one t,jJne 

or another, to virtually every departmEmt of the paper except 

·"Letters to the Edit,or." He reprints j.n 11 J:t,uellhorn 11 some of 
F: I, his own articles 2111d poems, e.g. 11 'l1he Last Wi1111 from 11 stunden11

, 

~ ,~ passage from 11Tuiemoire", and one of the Uehlfellt dedication 

i"· 

. hyrrms from nGesaenge". He often adds footnotes or remarl;;:s to 

the material con-tributed by others. -iilorthy of special mention 

are his 11 thoug·hts11 , in issue no. 50: 

Herein is the true art of life: that one understar1d.r;; how 
to unite the necessary and the beneficial wi·tb. the pleas­
urable. 

)/ho is vdse? He who habitually treats the folly of' others 
with forbearance. 

We see here below only half of Being: we see only half of 
our terrest,rial globe, half of the heavenly vault, and also, 
on:l:y half of our life (an allusion to immortality.) 

I 
I 

Josef Klein, then a rabbin:Lcal student, aJ.so was a frequent 

contributor: he once edited tbe literary miscellany; he vrrote 

on Abraham ibn l!:zra; he translated an article from Habbi Isaac 

I 

I 
1· 

I 

: 
I 
I 
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Sainuel Reggio 1 s 11 Iggerot Yashar11 , entitled 11 Concernjng Prophecy"; 

also another article of H.eggio' s, "The Ii'ate of the Holy Vessels 

in t .. he Jerusalem Temple. 11 Heggio (1784-1855) was ·t.he 11Mende1s-

-~ - solm of Italy", the liberal founder of the rab.binical seminary 

-- . 
. ' 
: ~ 

j; .. 

"· 

_ a:t Padua, V'iho was persecuted by mcmy of the German rabbis .. -

because of his religlous liberalism (61).. Klein also included. 

j;n 11 F1uellhorn11 two poems: 11 God is One and AlJ. 11 and 11 ':L1he One 

Habbi Dr. J:.ieopolc.l Schott of' Hand.egg included: a translation 

-_(from the Italian) of an Austrian law about the J'ews of Mantua; 

a translation of c:m fxrticle on the ,Jews :Ln J-erusalem; and he 

·also once edited the literary miscellany. 

Poems also appeared as follows: 

- By s. Steinhord: 
11 Israel' s Comf ort11 

nouter and Inner 111ortune 11 

11 Song for the Day of At,onement11 

11]fioses Mende1sso1m to His Core1igionists on His lOOth Birthday" 
11 Song Before a School J~xarnination" 

. By J. or I. Hosenfeld (perhaps the rabbi's daughter J·ette?) 
11 Pr ayer· 11 

11 Th~ Dream of the New Year" 
11 '.11he Wanderer an¢l ·t.he Bird11 

11 Pious Deeds" 
- 11 Hesurrection of the Spiri t 11 

By S. IVIaas : 

11 The Kingdom of the Ivle ssi.ah11 

t1The New Year's Day" 
11 ·rhe Feast of Tabernacles" 

By Thomas Moore: 11Miriam 1 s Song" 

~By Rabbi Dr. Mayer of Hechingen.: 11 The 'I1wo Spirits" 

By Lord Byron: "On the Day of the Destruction of Jerusalei:µ by 1l'it.us11 
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By 11 Achim11 (a mal.e): 
"Sonnet to the Authoress of the 'F'uellhorn' Poems11 (very 
likely this 11 authoress11 was Jette Rosenfeld.) 

~ /· . 

By 

11 The I~ternal Yet Lives" 

Henriette Ottenhe:imer: 
11 IV:io ses' Deliverance" 
11Joseph 1 s Elevation11 
"Joseph's J?ardon 11 

From ·the 11 Bayr. Landbo etin. 11 (probably a newspaper)~ 
: · 11 The Sorrowing Hab bi 11 

In· a footnote addressed to ''Achim", Hosenfeld asks him to 

. :reveal his nwne, mid to send in news from his area. He says 
.. ·. 
·that "Achim 1 s" suggestion that 11 li'uellhorn11 carry a poetic sup­

plement, cannot be accepted., as this is not necessary since each 

issue has a poem emyway (52). 

· Ot,her major arti.cles i1"l these 
' 

on the Jews in Algeria, by Thomas 

r 
/ 

( \ 
isEm.es of 11 Ii1uellhorn11 !were: 

'· I . ' 

Campbell (from 11 Ausla6d11 , 1836, 

:p.o. 101); on the Allegories of' Rabba bar bar Chan.a, by J-ulius 

J?u13rst; on emancipation, :from 11 Iggerot Zaf'on11 ; on 11 ProverbS.11
, 

:by Prof. Dr. G. F. Seiler; on the J'ews in. Malabar; on Baruch 

Baschwitz, from "Did.asli:.alia", no. 289; a "thought", from Wald.­

naeuser; J?rej.herr von Dalberg on the Jews; "Civil and Religious 

Conditions of the Jewish Comrnunity in Dresd.en 11
, by Dr. Beer of 

that city; 11Explanation of the Proposal of the Heligious 

'reachers of the :tlezat District that. 'I'hey be Appoint.ed to Del­

iver German Sermons on the High fiolidays in the Country Congre­

gations'', signed by ''K" of' the cj.ty of 11 A11 (could this be Moses 

Lazarus Kolm, :Rosenfeld' s teacher :i.n Uehlfeld., now risen to a 

' I\ more prominent position in J\nsbach?) ;\ on ·the Jews of Co chin, l\ \from "The l'ravels of Habbi David de BE!th Hillel'', published in 

~J;!. 
·,r, 

c 

' ' ' 
I 

I I 

I 

. I 
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W'· !! Madras; 111.J:ihe Peaceful Day - A Parable", by Dr. Krununacher; 
~i, 

f' 

11 Israel and Its Holy Scriptures", from Herder 1 s 11 1.Jet,-ters 

· perta:i.rd.ng to the Study .of' 'rheology"; and "Proposed Outline 

of a Pen[:;ion Plan for the W:ldows and. Orphans of B.abbis and 

~; •reachers in Bavaria", by M. M. Goldmann, a teacher. 

\ 'fhe news items in 111r•uellhorn" ~ frequently 11 borrowed11 from 

:·.\ · .•. o·ther newspapers, and often bearing comments by Ho.senfeld, 

are generally from t.wo to four weeks after the event. It.ems 

appear :from the following places: Tv'larseille, Hesse, Ii'rank­

fort, London, Vienna, Hannover, K.arJ..sruhe, Stuttgart, Kassel, 

Petersburg, Smyrna, J·ura, Paris, Silef.?ia, Baden, Saxony, Posen, 

·Holland, Berlin, Prague, Kurhessen, Leipzig, Bamberg, Main·z, 

Cairo, Rhenish Hesse and Jlil\.mich. 

'rhe items deal with such subjects as: emancj.pation, Jew-

._ish scholat'sh:i.p, J .. ews who have received notable honors, the 

rabbinical shifts in pulpi·ts, the building of new synagogues 

and J·ewish hospitals, etc. 'I'here a:re numerous articles on the 

doings of the Hothschild family, inclLJ.ding one from t,he 11 All-

gemeine Zeitung11 ( 11 Deu'tsche Allgemeine Zeitung 11 ?) on -the 

death of Nathan. von Hothschild. li'rom ·t;he same paper there is 

an article on the condition of ·the J·ewG in Hussia. 

There is an int.eresting bit about a Prussian regulation 

which prohibited tlle Jews from giving ·their children Christian 
' 

first names, and the later rescinqing of that order. In this 

connection Rosenfeld comments on the :folly of giving children 

non-Jewish first names, and on the even greater folly of' name-



' · l 
.-; : . j 
· .. - ' 1 ·· 
" · .. I 

1\ 

. · 1-· 
r, 

l-· 
·. '. t 

.. I 
,. ·.• I 

,(· 

- l57 -

changing. There is an account, of the Jewish service in Prague 

in honor of the coronation of Kaiser Ferdinand I. This was 

the first :time organ music was used in the Prague synagogue. 

A dispatch fx•om Leipzig says that Dr. Zacharias Ii'ranlcel 

0f Dresden l1ad delivered a wonderful sermon ther.e. (This 

sermon was probably preached at the "branc1'1" H.eform Temple 

which the Hamburg •remple had founded in 1820 to reach the 

crowds of J·ews who came to tl1e yearly Leipzig fairs (53). 

There is an announcement of a dinner meeting to honor Dr. Gab-

riel ::.tiesser, the greatest fighter for German-Jewish emanci-

pation, to be held at Karlsruhe. Also there is a repol"t of 

t,.ne fine 11 prophetic 11 sermon delivered by rabbinical st,udent 

Josef Klein on Genesis 18:18-19 in ·t.he Bamberg synagogue. He 

touched the hea.:r·ts of' all who heard him, among whom were m~my 

strangers, ir1 Bamberg for the fair. There is a news item 

announcing the publication of 111.l'he Names of Jews", by zunz; 

and finally, a Bamberg i·t;em about the prayers which were held 

in the syn.agogue for averting the cholera epidemic. •rhese He­

br~:w preyers, says Rosenfeld, will be printed wit,hin a few 

days, and may be purchased from him for ;3 Kreuzers, the pro-· 

ceeds to go to the poor. 'Ihe local poor will receive f'ree copies. 

Lastly, ·t.here are a few aa.vertisemen ts. One armounce s ·t.he 

publication of ·twelve songs for a trio, for use with Hebrew text; 

another announce~ the appearance of the second part of the 

!i.iegler and Martinet 11 Hebraeischen Sprachschule 11
, entitled 

11 'rifereth Yisrael, oder Hebraeische Chrestbmathie11 
( 

11
'1

1

he Crown of 

~::.._ 

~ - _ _. __ - - -~ ~- -
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Israel, or Hebrew Chrestomathy 11 ) , by Dr. Adcml Martinet, Prof­

essor at ·the Royc:;U. Lyceum in Bamberg (54). 

We have compJ.et,ecl our survey of 11 Das F'uell.hor11 11
• Although 

it can easily be seen ·that this first attempt was in many ways 

q. rather primitive aff'air, yet Rosenfeld is· t,o be commended 

for having charted a new path in Jewish journalism and Jewish 

education. 
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CHAPTER VI 

GONCJ.iUSION 

11My aim", H.osenf'eld once wrote in estimating his oiN11 work, 

11 was to promote~ am~ng my coreligionis·ts the goal.s of the state 

and of human civilization" ( 1). 

What have o·thers to say in evaluating the lif'e and work 

of thif.l jnterestjng rabbi'? A travelling correspondent for 

the (Allgemeine) 11 Zeitung des J'udenthums 11 wrote in 1851, 

after a visit to Bamberg: 

'rhe local rabbi, Herr Rosenfeld, the Nestor of our academ­
ically trained Bavarian rabbis, is a very int.eresting 
personality. In his former po::dtion, almost 40 years ago, 
he preached in German, refonned ancl did literary work; he 
has ev:inced a heart dedicated to the spiritual welfare of 
our corel:Lgioni~ts. Because of' this interest, and because 
of many public utterances, for :example, 11Diversity in re­
ligion i,s God's a:i.m11 , he incurred t.he ban. of t.he Fuerth 
rabbinate, under which he still lives. '.rhis experience 
did not harm the man at all, for, unbowed in body and soul, 
he re,rnains in Bamberg, now ~ old man but possessing a 
youthful fresJ:mess of' spirit and an open mind toward all 
modern endeavors, anc1 est.eemed because of his past (2). 

;rhe view of a non-.. Tew, Archbishop lviichael von Denlein of 

Bamberg (3) , is evidenc EK.1. in r:J, le·tter he wrote to Klein. in 

1859: 

I had not known ·tha·t~ your wife was a dau.ghter of the 
generally esteemed, old, and truly beloved Rabbi aosen­
f'eld of Bamberg. He bea:!'s his blindr1ess in :t'ull resig­
nation, for God's sake •.• " (4). 

His own community of Bc:U11berg thought well of him. When 

he . died, ·they wro'te: 

Samson Hosenfeld, who since 1826 has occupied the rabbina-te 
j_n our city, died in old age after a blessed period. of 
service (5). 

, I 
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·Again, on the day of his i"'un.eral, they wrote ·t.hat he was ·the 

first and vvort,hiest Bavarian figlrt,er for J'ewish civil rights, 

the Nestor of the modern Bavarian rabbis; ·t,ha·t he always 

. worked peacefully for the spiritual and et,h:lcal welf'are of 

his congregat:i.on; ·that. he combined a noble character w:Lt,h 

·· worldly wisdom and pract,ical knowledge, and t.hat he had aston­

ished many higb.l:y_ educated men by his sharp ..• :intellec·t (6). 

Others have wr•itten of h:iln: that .he was a leader in the 

• c .. battle for emancipation (?); that he was the fil ... st rabbi who' 

d.n German mother-t;ongue and vlith loud uplifted voice repeatedly 

~ {t. appE;aled to the Diet and to public opinion on behalf of the 
., 
~ ' . 

. ·; ·· rig:nts of his coreligion:Lst,s, and that he was a leader in this 

batt,le, a fact well enougb. known (in Bamberg), even if not 

r .. su:f:Ci.cient.ly- appreciated; that he inspired t,"he leaders of' his 

C011$Tegat,ion and the best, people in Bavaria ·to help in achie-

. ving these rights (8). He llad the zeal of yout.h 7 less its 

rashness. He wanted to be~ an euucat.or of ·t11e peopJ.E~, to work 

for ·their c:lvic and religious betterment, to make J"udaism re-

spected. He lived during the beginning of the Heform era, but, 

belonged to neit,her party, hewing t.he middle road, but pro-

gressing slowly and circw:n,spectly. The dignifying of religious 

services was one of hj.s aims: he was one of ·t,he first rabbis 

of this modern type in Bavax·ia, and sought to overcome his 

opponent,s (9) • 

Again, we learn that, he was ·the first Bavarian rabbi to 

preach in German in the synagogue, that he attracted att,ent,ion 
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by the dedication of the synagogue jn lv1arkt Ueb.li'eld, and 

that. moderate re:form tendencies found a true advocate ill him 

(10). His biographer Kraemer calls h:im an important figure 

. i for Reforrn in Bavaria (11), a..'1d further declares, in review­

ir1&; his life, that he was the first Bavariari. rabbi vvho i:z;ained 

a general ecluca'cion, in addition ·to a talmudic one, doing ·this 

by sel:f-st,udy; that ·he was the :first in Bavaria ·to preach 

German sermons in ·the synagogue, and publiBh thr;.~m; that he 

was the :first Bavarian. rabbi who se·t his reforming l1an.d on the 

outmoded religious services, and persevered in this activity 

u:ntil his death; that. he wa.s the first rabbi who, armed wit,h 

spiritual weapons, entered the field of the press, there to 

work with success for the def'eri.se of Jev'ls and Judaisra, and. for 

the protection of J·ewish rightEi; and tha;t, he was ·the fix·st 

to found. a JevJish newspaper, thereby bringing us a new means of 

popular educ,;i;t.ion (12). 

F'inally, vvha-t did ·t:ne J1Jnerican Jewish press have to say 

about. J.tabbi Ho senf eld'? I.1eeser 1 s "Occide11.'t.11 f'or 1862 do es not 

mention his death. I have not been able ·to o'b"tain Wise 1 s 

tr.Deborah" for the needed date. Habbi David. :min.horn cax·ried a 

brief' German not.ice in his 11 sinai11 : 11 Barnberg. On Tviay 12 died 

'' · here the Nestor of' the Bavarian rabbis, Samson Violf H.o sen:feld, 

motwned by his entire con,gregation ••• 11 (13). 

'rhe not.ice in\ Isaac M. 'llise 1 s 11 'J~he Israelite11 contains a 

·' 
very dir;concerting element, but i,i;; o·therwise compl:i.mentar·y': 
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Bamberg. - 'I'he Rev. Mr. Rosenfeld, H.abbi of ·this cit.y, for 
so many years, died lately i11 the 80th year of his age. He 
was the oldest rabbi of Bavaria. The charges against hi's 
private life are somewhat grave, but a pubJj .. (! man, he was 
the fil·st. in Bavaria who had the moral courage to speak 
aga:inst the injustice of the government done to our per­
suasion, arid the benighting spirit of a false or·thodox.y 
·then holding our brethren in an iron grasp. He had t.he 
moral courage not to care for the voice of fanaticisn1 
cornJ11g from ·t,he Be·th-Din, of Puerth, and pursued his ow.a 
path. l;on.g before Dr. Levy (i.e. Loewi), of F'uerth, Dr. 
Aub, of Beyreuth, or Dr., Stein would say a word, hlr. Hosen­
feld raised his voice in st.riking arguments. He was the 
forerunner of reform a:n.d pros:rress in Bavaria (14). 

~Co wh:Lcl1 he might well have added that Rosenf'eld was one of 

the first HABBif\TICAL forerunners of Hefor.m and progress in all 

,'. of Europe. What ·the 11 charges11 Wise makes against Rosenfeld. 1 s 
+·, 

· private lif'e are will probably never be knovm. Perhaps ·t.hey 

concerned an u aff aire d' amour"; if so, they certainly would 

not· have been discussed in pr:ilr'ce It would have been remarkable, 

indeed, :for any ma11. of less than \ilise 1 s stature even t.o allude 

·to the matter. 

At any .rate, we are here st.udying Hosenfeld not so much as 

a man as in his role as a rabbi in Israel. In that capacity, he 

fulfilled his dut.ies in accordance with the higher:1t traditions 

of his sacred calling. 

His contributions to J·udaism may be credited to his ability 

as a human being; vihere he fell short of doing what he might 

have done is due to the fact that he, like Israel Jacobson, 

lived. :i.n a transitional age, between a mediaeval autonontous 
~Jewry and a mddern enfranchif3ed Jewry i.n the secular state, 
and was hence torn bet.ween two emotions ( 15). 

11 Zecher tzaddik livrachahL 11 May the memory of ·the riglrt.eous 

be blessedL · I 

11HB :rm:;n) 

i i 
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APPENDIX A 

MAJN SOUHCES FOH ROSE!NFEI;D 1 S LIJ?:rn 

•·:· 
The chief sources for Rosenfeld~ life and works (in addi-

·tion to his own published writings) c-we tht"ee: :n.abbi Dr • 

. Josef Klein's 11B.abbiner Samson "Wolf Rosenfeld", in· the 

• • · 11Nionatsschrift fuer Geschichte und Wissenschai't des J·uden-thums" 

,·, ;' 

for 1.863; Simon Kraemer• s "R. :3oo1Son Wolf Ho senfeld11
, in 

·. 0 Achawa11 for 1866; and Habbi Dr. Adolf Eckstein' s 11 Die Jsrael. 

Kultusgemeinde Bamberg von 1803-1853: Festschrift zur l!~in­

weiJ:1ung der neuen Synagoge in Baniberg11 , published in Bamberg 

in 1910, on the occasion of the dedication there of the new 

synagogue on ·the Herzogn1axstrasse on Bept.ember ll, 1810. This 

whole book is useful, bu·t especially helpful is the chapter 

"Samson Wolf Rosenfeld und seine Gemeind.e. 11 

Klein, Rosenfeld' s son-in-law, wrote lov:ingly of the rabbi, 

bu·t incomplet.ely and sometimes inaccurately. Kraemer, a 

teacher from Al tenmuhr, Bavaria ( 11 Achawa11 
, 1866, p.. xv) , and 

a 'V>rr·iter of popular mat.erial and rna·terial for young people 

( 11 Achawa11 , l.865, p. 141) , seems to .L1ave known Ho senf'eld per-

sonally; he also wrote enthusiastically of ·t.he rabbi 1 s career. 

He writ.es, he says (p. 15), from 11 the best sources 11 and from 

personal experience. He thanks Klein., Cantor Ottenstein and 

Rabbi H. Selz of Uehlfeld for their help. 
\ 

Unfortunately for the accuracy of Kraemer• s article, but 

fort.uhately for t,he writer of this study, Kraemer was unable 

to avail himself of Klein's art.icle (p. 16); thus, we have 

; i 
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i;. two more or less independent, studieB. F'rankel, who edited 

. the 11Monatsschrif't11 , wrote somewhat caustically in review-

:Lng the Kraemer art.icle: 

We regret that 1'1.Ir. Kraemer, according to his own ad­
mission, had not reac1 that art.icle (Klein. 1 s). Had he 
done so, he would have direct,ed his pen with some- . 
what less enthusiasm ( 11Monatsscbrift.11

' 1867' p. aJ.9). 

1 am unable to determine from the German, however, whether 

• li'rankel meant, that Kraemer would have written less enthusias-

ticaJ.ly in what he said about Rosenfeld, or ·that he would have 

been less ent.husiastic about undertaking his task, seeing ·that 

·it had a.lready been done by another. Perhaps Kraemer does 

port.ray tlosenfeld as more of a reformer than does Klein, but 

·Kraemer seems to have more detailed :lnformation. at his dis-

posal, and stands general.J:y on firm ground. 

Eck.steJ.n (p. 62) has, of course, availed himsel:f' of both 

the Klein and Kraemer articles. He mentions that Klein's 

needs correction in several po in ts (so, for ·that. matter, do es 

Kraemer• s, and even Eckstein• s, the mos·t accurate of the three). 

Furt.hermore, I~ckstein has used a mass of unpubli$hed material, 

no·t used by the earlier biographers, which was in the records 

of the Bamberg congregation. 

'l'here is also a good stateme1Yt of itosenfeld1 s career in 

Kayser ling, 11Bibliot.hek jued.ischer Kanzelrednern, Berlin, 1870; 

and briGf notices in the 11 Allgemeine deutsche Biogrsphd.e
11

, by 
) 

Nehemiah Bruell, and jn the "~Jewish Encyclopedia." Some of 

his works are list.ed in J'ulius Fuerst' s 11 B:Lbliotheca Judaica
11

, 

generally inaccura:tely, and in Volkmer JI.:ichstaed·t 1 s useful 

'' i 



- 1.65 -

compendium (produced under Nazi auspices), 11 Bibliographie 

zur Geschichte a.er ~:rudenfrage e II 

All of' the writers have u.nders·tood Ro senf eld.1 s irnpor-

tance for the emancipation struggle, and all have likewise 

emphasized .his inf'luence on the Heform movement in Bavaria; 

1 but none seems to have compared h:i.m with the other German .. 
· · .\ · rabbis of his early days, or to have draw.n the logical 

inferences about his importance for Reform as a whole, as 

' .•. 

t· 

: .· 

I l 

1 ' 
' 
l 
L 

., ... · ·1' .·_.··.· :"?: 
_'·;'-

U. _ 

one of the very first rabbis to have been in any wey identi­

fied ·with the Reform of Judaism. Ho senfeld. 1 s name is no·t 

even mentioned in Philipson' s 111rhe Reform l\iiovemerl't in J-udaism.
11 

APPI!iNDIX B 

.. 1rl1.e exac·t date of Hosenfeld' s birth is certain.ly not very 

important, but,, since we have conflicting informa:t.ion, it is 

an interest,ing task to try to determine ·the proper date. 

Klein (p. 202) gives J·anuary, 1780, i.e. 'rebeth 26, 5540. 

~['he 11 Jewish li~ncyclopedia", obviously following t,his infor-

mation, fies-ures out that 1l 1ebeth 26, 5640 is ident.ical with 

J·anuary LJ:, 1780 (vol. X, p. ~176). 

Kraemer (p. 16) says that, according to Hirsch Loew Rosen-

feld' s record-book of circumcisions, the rabbi was born in 

January, 1782. '£he 11 Allgemeine deut.sche Biographie" (vol. XX.JX, 

p. 207) gives this same ds:te. 

Ecks-tein, probably the most correc·t, says January, 1783 (p. 61). 
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To aid in solving the problem, we are :f..'ortuna-te in having 

among the B.osenfeld famj_ly documents a birth certificate for 

.. Hosenfeld, issued by H. Selz, rabbi of Uehlfeld, on May 10, 

1846. 'rhis states that according to the records of the Uehl­

feld congregation, he was born on December 31, 1782e 

If we accept December 31, 1782, as correct, how e:U'e we to 

account for the three other dates, J"an.uary 1780, 1782 and 1'783, 

.as given by Klein, Kraemer and Eckstein, respectively'? 

"' ( ' Incident .. ally, December 31, 1782 was Tebeth 26, 5542. Now 

·the mon-th of ~rebeth almost always falls :in January. Although 

the early days of 1.rebeth sometimes oc.ct'i.r ir~ late December, it, 

. almost never happens tha·t a date as late as '.rebeth 26 falls in 

. December; one would be 99% safe in assuming that 're beth 26 

·comes in J·anuary. 

Eckst,e:i.n, kn.owing tha·t HosE:m:feld was 42 years old when he 

wrote his letter of' January 3, 1825 (see Appendix D), and lcnow­

,,.._ Jng from Klein that his bir"t11day was •rebet,h 26, subtracts 42 

from 1825 and gets 1'783. Ni thout bothering to check exactly, 

he naturally assumes that. the proper birth-date 
0 
was January, 1783. 

Kraemer correctly knew that B.osenf'eld. was born tn Tebeth, 

1782. He assumes tha:t Tebeth, 178~~, was January, 1782; whereas 

actually Te beth was in December of that yea;r. 

Klein, as a member of' the :fomily, would be correct about 

the date 'J:ebe-th 26. i He also knew tha:t Hosenf'eld. lived for 

ab·out two years after his 11 80th" bir·thday party. 1rherefore he 

supposes ·that Hosenfeld was 82 when he died; and 82 from 1862 
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.would be 1780; again, he would think 'l1ebeth 26 to have fallen 

ir.J. J·anuary. (IncidentaJ.ly, Kraemer also says that Rosenfeld 

".'lived for about two years aft,er h:ls 11 80th11 b:i.rthcl.a.y. But if, 

·as Kraemer thinks, Rosenfeld was born in J·anua.,ry, 1782 and 

.. died in May.,. 1862, Hosenfeld could have been only 80 and four 

months when he died. How does Kraemer account for the missing 

. period of a year or more'?\) 

'I1he obvious answer is that the 11 80th" b:Lrtb.day was cele­

brat,ed two, or possibly; tb1"'ee, years early. Ho senfeld may have 

been failing, and the people therefore may have ·wif;hed to honor 

·him before his demise; or he himself may have become confused 

· in old age, believing himself to be 80; or perhaps people 

simply were not ~mre of hif.3 age, and decided that it was about 

:time for him to be 80. If the par'"ty took place on h:Ls 77tb. 

.birthda;y·, then he would have celebrated two more birthdays before 

his death, as Klein seems to have thought; if on h:Ls ?8th 
.~: 

· '.·birthday, then he would have lived another yew.· and a half 

(equals 11 two yeacs11 ), as Kraemer thought. 1!;ither 77 or 78 seems 

possible; had t,he party been on t.he ?9th birthday, he would 

have lived for only a: few months afterwards, and the view that 

he lived another 11 ·two years" couldunever have been entertained. 

Isaac lvl. Wise was undoubtedly correct (see p. 162) when he 

wrote that, Hosenfeld had. died 11 i.n the 80th year of his ag·e.
11 

I 

Even in minor detai'.ls, ·the 11 Founder•11 knew whereof he spokeL 

i I 
I 1 

I 
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APPENDIX C 

T111B.S. SAMSON WOLF ROSIGNE'EJ.J) 

'l'he following poem, tal<:en from an ancient family document, 

gives us the only inforrnat:i.on we have on Hosenfeld 1 s wife • 

. Its title has been partially obliterated by time, bv:t has been 

:almost completely reconstructed. li'irst I give the German, and , 

·then the translation. Archaj.c spellings have not been changed. 

'rrauer-Ode auf den Tode Frau F. Rosenfeld' s, Herrx1 (S. VJ.) 
Hosen:feld, Habiner zu Mrt .. Uhl:feld im Leben l:i.ebgewessnen, 
·1iebwerten (or nund verebrten11 ) , welche 8lll samstf.J.g den ••• 
·.Junius nach einem sanften Tod zu Gott in die frohe Ewigkeit 
~ingegangen. Zu ei:nem geringen Denk.m.al gesezt van einem guten 
Freund Nikolaus Paulus zu Oberhoecb.s·t.,aed:t Anno 1824. 

1··· 

So ist der Schluss, Sie geht von h:innen 
Die li'r'eundin van so aedlen Sinnen. 
Es nimmt Abschied von diesser Welt 
Die beste Frew1d:in Rosenfeld. 

Aus Biedenbach, da Sie gebohren 
Hat zur Gemahlin Sie erkohren, 
Zur Ehehaelfte Sie erwaelt 
Der Herr Hab:i.ner Hosenfeld. 

:rur hat Sie freudig heimgefuebret 
Und recht anstaendig Sie tract.iret. 
Una. nach der Ordnung sich vermaehlt 
Ivli·t seiner Braut, Herr Hosenfeld. 

O wie v:Lel angenebme St.unden 
Hat Sie :im Ehstand nicht empfunden L 
Derselben hat Sie viel gezaehlt, 
Die nun verblicbne :Rosenfeld. 

Mi t Jedermarm - auch mir schon lange 
war angenebm s·tets ihr Uingange -
Vfeil Jedem Ibr Umgeng gefaelt, 
Der tugEbndreichen Rosenfeld. 
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Wohl dem der fr'Olnm fuer Gott stets wandelt · 
Und auch recht,schafen fuer Ibm hand.elt, 
Und seinen Bund mid zeug11is haelt 
Wie die entschlaf'ne Rosenfeld. 

Die H.edli.chkeit hat Ihr fuer Allen 
Wie die Rechtschafenhei·t gefallen; 
Sehr richtig war Ihr Herz, besteJ:t 
Der sehr rechtschafnen Hosenfeld. 

Sie wc,u- befJ.issen in der J·ugend 
Sich schon zu widmen in der •rugencl, 
Die liebte Sie viel. mehr als Geld 
Die tugendl1af·te Rosenfeld. 

In der Ausuebung Ihrer Pflichten 
Wusst Sie es also e:inzurichten 
Dass Sie des zweckes nie verfehlt 
Die oeconomisch Rosenfeld. 

Nur Schade dass Ihr junges IJeben 
Sie hat so bald von sich gegeben 
Und nicht viel J"ahre hat gezaehlt 
Die lieben.Bwehrte Hosenfeld. 

Die Allerschoenste is·t verblichen 
Die Schoenste, a.eren Wangen glichen 
Den Hosen in dem Rosenfeld 
Der ehemals schoensten H.osenfeld. 

0 Schadel dass Sie nun verbli.chen 
Vor unsern Augen hier t.'hut liegen 
Ihr schoener Koerperbau entseelt 
Der sonst so muntern Hosenfeld. 

Sie stuerbe viel zu f'rueh, und h:i.nter­
Lies einen \Vi ttwer und vier Kinder l -
Vergessen wird Sie nie Uhlf eld, 
Die stets geacht.et Rosenfeld. 

Der Tod bleibt stets bey der 1Vlet.'hode 
Und. bey a.er laengst gewobnten Mode; 
Er kommt gar oft unangemeldt 
vJie man das sieht a:J.'1 Hosenf'eld. .• 

So schlaefe-t Sie nun an der Sei te 
Des\ Schwiegervatters; und die Beyde 
Herr Hosenfeld, - li'rau 1toser1feld 
Stenn auf dereinst zu IvJ.arkt Uhlf elc:t. 

• 
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Sie ist nunmehre eingegangen 
'No j edes menschliche Verlongen, 
Ins hocherhabne Sternen-Zelt 
Die nun verklaerte Rosenfeld. 

Daselbst thut Sie fuer allen Din.gen 
Das Lied des grossen Moses singen; 
Wo es Ihr ewig wohl gefaelt 
Der hoechst beglueckten Rosenfeld1L -

N:irrnn dieses hier, nun Herr Habiner1 
Von mir, als einem t.reuen Diener, 
Dieweil mir hoechstens wohlgefaelt 
Das ganz Geschlecht der Hosenfeld. 

; •rr an slat ion: 

Ode of Mourning on the Death of Mrs. F. Rosenfeld, li1 life 
· loved anc1 esteemed by Herr s. Vi. Rosenfeld, rabbi of IVlarkt 
Uehlfeld, who, on Saturday, June ••• , after a gentle death 

. entered into blissful eternit.y with God. As a modest memorial 
. erected by a good friend, Nikolaus Paulus of Oberhoechstaedt, 
. iri the year 1824. 

... 
\·· 

It is the end, she goes from hence 
rrhe f:Uiend of such noble mind. 
She takes her dep1:-u:ture from this world 
The best friend Rosenfeld. 

In Biedeubach, where she was born 
Herr Rabbi Hosenf eld 
Selected her as his spouse 
He chose her to be his ·better hal.f • 

Happily did he b:i:•i.Tig her home 
And right properly did he treat her 
And according t,o the ritual. he marr:Led 
His bride, did Herr Ho senfeld. 

O how many happy hours 
Did she not experience in married state 1 
Mar1y such did she count 
This now departed Rosenfeld.. 

W"ith everyone, and for long with me 
Her associations were always pleasant -
Her compsrzy\ ''pleased everyone, the company 
Of thi,s very vj.rtuous Rosenfeld. 

-"---

' 
! 

J 
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Happy ·the one who alwey·s piously walks before God 
And also behaves righteously before Him 
And keeps His covenm1.t and His tes·timony 
Lilce ·t,he deceased Hosenfeld. 

Honesty, like virtue 
She loved above a11 thi1"1gs 
very correc·tJ.y was her heart disposed 
The heart of the virtuous H.osenfeld. 

She was :intent even in her youth 
1:ro consecrate herself to virtue 
·which she loved more than gold 
1rhis v:i.rtuous Rosenfeld • 

In the performance of her a:uties 
She well knew how ·to plan 
So that she never missed her goal. 
This economic Rosenfeld. 

What a shame t,ha t her yotmg life 
She had to give up so· soon " 
Not many yeors did she count, 
'£his estimable Rosenfeld. 

The most beautiful one is dead 
1rhis ·beauty, whose cheeks were like 
'J.1he roses in the rose-field, 
'rl1e cheeks of the formerly most beautiful Rosenfeld. 

0 pit.y that she now, dead, 
Lies here before our eyes, 
Her lovely body lifeless, 
'rhe body of t,he once so active Rosenfeld. 

She died much too soon, leav:ing 
A widower and four children~ 
Uehlfeld will never forget, 
This always honored Rosenfeld. 

Dea:'th always has his own method, 
His long-accustomed way; 
Often he comes unarm.ounced 
As one could see in Rosenfeld1 s case. 

So now she sleeps by the side 
Of her fat.her-in-law; bi.rt. both, 
Herr Rosenfeld and. Frau Rosenfeld 
Will some day live again in Markt Uehlf eld. 

-w=-", .-·. 
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Now she has entered 
As every hurnen clesires to do 
Jnto the sublime starry pavilion 
This now trBnsf'igured Rosenfeld. 

There in the presence o:E' all creatures 
She will sing the song of great Moses; 
There she will be eternally happy 
This highly blessed Hosenfeld. - - -
Take this here, now Herr Habbi 
Ii1rom me, a true servant, 
I1'or mo st highly pl.easing unto me 
Is the whole Rosenfeld family. 

A1:1PF.NDIX D 

ROSENF'lGLJ)' S APPLICA1.CION POR 'r:tlli BAMBEH.G PULPTl1 

· The following translation is taken from Eckst,ein, 11 Die 

J·srael. Kultusgemeinde Bamberg ••• 11 , pp. 57 - 59. 

J·a.nuary 3, 1825 
· Roy al Government. of the Upper :Ma:in district 
·Office of ·the Interior 

Information reaches me that the rabbinical position in 
Bcunberg, vacant for a long ·time, is shortly to be filled again. 
Co.\'§lizant of ·the well-knmNn graciou,sness of the government, I 
mos·t hurribly venture herewit,h t,o present myself as an aspire-mt 
to this position. 

I am now 42 yeor.•s old. I was, through decree of ·the former 
·Hoyal Prussian Vlar and Domain Office in Baireuth, on August 13, 
1808, accepted as Associa·te Rabbi of this town, after a sear­
ching examination of my abilities, and wit,b the consent, of the 
~Jewish community here. I have held this position since then, 
holding the tit.le of Chief Habbi since 1815, to the perfect 
satisfact,ion of my congregation and of the roy·al authorities. 

Iviy efforts, wh:ich have always been directed to the civic 
ancl moral culture of my religious denomination have not, God 
be thanked, missed i·their target; many f':lne beginnings have been 
brouf:{ht to fruition. Ii'or instance, there was organized, at my 
ilJ.s·tigation, a German-Jewish school here, at t,he expense of the 
coxig·regation., which has lasted now for more t,han twelve years, 
and wl1i.ch has con·tjnually been designated as a model school, and 
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·. as the first, in the district 2 by the school inspectors in ·the 
course of their rou·t:i.ne examinations. 'I'he Hebrew-religious 
:instruction, carried on by a well-educated teacher, likewise 
progresses well, and is much aided by the use in the German 
school of ... r. Johlson• s "Textbook of 1\iio saic Heligion. u Also, 
in 1818, a S.)-rnagogue was built, which has received favorable 
mention for its symmetry c.md interior ax·rangement. At the 
time of its dedication, an improved liturgical service was 
arranged ancl int,roduced. :b'or this occasion there were :issued 
the two brochures, which I most humbly enclose: a) 11 'J:he 
Israelitish '11ern.ple-Hall, etc.11; b) "Hymns, etc. 11 

The Jews here have been favorably mentioned for their 
awal<:ened interest in indllstry, in good business a:nd in handi-

, . , . craft. There are aJ.ready f'ive master-craftsmen living here, and 
1 y. :several others are striving to emulate their accomplishment. By 
1 :\ far the larger propor·tion of the Jews here couple af>;-.r:>icu1·ture 

. with t,he pur~3uit of' their solid s:i.mple businesses, and more of. 
· ·them have put, their real estate into active ar1d useful produc­

·t.ion than vvas formerly the case. 1rhus was my aim - one of 
promoting arnong my coreligionists the go aJ.s of tne state and 

··of human civilization - crowned with most pleasing results. 

.. Since 1821 my· rabb:iJ.1ical sphere has been extended to the 
entire congregation of the Neustadt-on-the-Aisch region. That 
I possess the confidence of the high royaJ. government of the 

·. Hezat district may be seen in this cri·tt-)rion: T"ht~. have deigned 
to lay before me for my decision many questions relating to the 
Jevvis~1. religion. 

I must also mention, as rege:wds my lite:c•ary works, in addition 
to those cited. above, several pamphlets, of W:t'lich I humbzy venture 
to enclose two: a) 11 0pjnion 11 , etc. ( 11Denkscbrift") ; b) "Mem­
oire11, etc. In both o:f these I had in view the ·brinf;:,-:ing of . 
greater rights for my coreligionists in Bavaria, rights which I 
consider necessary to their improvement and. full civilization. 
At the moment, I am engaged in writing a Hebrew-Gen11an text-
book for the first religious lessons, which marzy· pupils, espec­
ially now that the schools a;r·e bE:)ginning t,o be jJnprovecl, wi11 
f:ind very welcome. 

'l'he education o:f' my children (I have 4), which is a subject 
very clooe to my heart, makes it, very desirable for me now to 
exchange my rural home for one in the city, and leads me to the 
following humble request: 

\ 
I 

that the royal government of the Upper Main district may 
mQst graciously deign to confer upon the undersigned. the appoint­
ment to the above-mentioned rabbinical position :i..n Barnberg. 

'' 

I i 
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rl'hrough such most gracious conferral the opport.unity will 
be given me to work more ad.vant,ageously and extensively than 
heretofore for the educat.ion and culture of my coreligioni,sts, 
and will consequently correspond to the goals of ·the national 
government,. 

Lest, however, I take office agains·t the will of ·t.he con­
-gregc-rt.ion, a circumstance v1b.ich 'llVOU1(1 render most difficult 
the fulfillment of the duties of my spiritual profession, I 
ask, without meaniJ.1.g to be demanding, that, such gracious 

· conferral shall occur only after the choice o:f the entire 
congregation of Israelites in Bamberg, as indicated by the 

y will o'!; the majority. 

Awaiting your most gracious compliance to this, my most 
heartfelt request, I remain, in deepest respect, 

Samsbn Wolf Hosenfeld 
Habbi of Markt, Uehl:f eld 

APPII:NDL'{ E 

HOSENlilELD ON CONll'lH.IVIATIOJ::r 

'l'he following is the transla:tion of an article by Ro sen­

feld. on Confirmation, taken from 11 Das Ii1Uellhorn11 , 1836, no. 51. 

One has argued. much :Ln recent tj.me s over the introduction 
of Confirmation among the Jews. Certa:inly it is bac1 if' it 
e:x::l.st,s merely as an attempt to imitate :foreign institutions by 
taking over their forms. The religious and ceremonial life 
must have as its basis its OWN. principles, and must certainly 
not surrender its ovm character if it is to keep from degener­
ating into an insipid, mean:ingJ.ess but novel performance, which 
can bring to positive religion no·t benefit, but, only injury. 

If, however, Confirmation is based on our own religious 
ideas, if the forms connect eel wi thui t move within the circle 
of those ideas, then i·t.s introduction would. a,ppeer ·to be not, 
only permit·ted, but indeed a sacre(l duty. 

1rha t a g:Lrl after her 12th birthday' and. a boy after his 
1at.h, ax•e religiously of age and accountable for their deeds, 
and enter formally) into the obliga:t.ions of the Divine :Mosaic 
Law, is evident from many passages in the Mis1mah and ·t.he 
Gemar§., and firmly founded on J"ewish tradition. 

~Chat the entrance into their new state is of great importance 

I 

I! 
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for boys and girls is very evident. It is our responsibility 
to impress them with every means at, our command with tbe 
importance of thj.s entrance, c:.md. to make them remember it by 

· · · makin,g a lasting impression upon them. We must show them in a 
wey appealing to soul and mind that they should con.sider this 

. moment as good fortune, yes, as highest good f'ort,tuie, as a 

. very spec:Lal gift of God, upon which their eternal bliss 
depends. 

We must at this time seek. to imbue tbem, with all our powers, 
wit,h love a:ncl joy for their religion, particularly because OUR 

~· . .. religion is subject t,o so many attacks and. hindrances. Confir-
1· •• mation understood in this way, and carried out with suitable 

;· 

·forms - who could. consider it bad? · 

In former ·t:i.me s alr::\o people were concerned witl1 this matt.er • 
. Parents rn&td.e the Sabbath next after their son passed his 13th 
: birthday a f'estive joyous day·, in which customarily relatives 
... ·ana. friends took part. l'he youth reac1 in the synagogue a 

Sedra or Parasha from the Torah, an.d at the fes·tive meal gave 
·some sort of speech ( 11 Drusch 11 ) ; this sufficed for the edifi-

.. cation of the youth, considering the circumstances then pertain­
." ing, and its worth cert,ainly ought not be denied. 

But in our t,im.e these formalit,ies alone do not suffice, 
. considering the metamor-phosis in educatj.on and inst,ruc·tion, and, 
·we ca.r1I1ot deny, considering ·t.he growing levity towa.rd r·eligion. 
·one must now seek to work on the youth and adults alike, upon 
:their hearts and souls, with all energy, in a way suitable to 
·modern educational standards. We must d.o this if benefit and 
love for religion are to be ins-tilled. In this regard, now, 

~:more ·t.han formerly, attention must be paid to the female sex.. 

:· Vlfi·th this ir1 n1ir1d, I have~·.~now, fo11 some ten. y·ears, s±ace not 
·long after assuming my duties here in Bamberg, conducted a Con-
· firmation ceremony in the following manneri 

•:rhe ceremony is begun by me with a.short address to the 
youth on the Sabbath next after hi.s 13th birthday, in which, 
among other things, ·the importance of the day for him is impressed 
upon his heart. Then follows an examination covering the most 
:i.r11portar1t beliefs and duties of the Mosaic religion. After this 
examination, the youth is questioned by the rabbi: 

Habbi: 
Youth: 
Habbi: 

You·t.h: 

"Are you :in.wardly convince.a. of the truths of our holy faith? 11 

11 1 cun inwart1J.ly convinced of the truths of our holy faith. 11 

11 Do you know that you are bow.1d ·to continue in this faith 
as :l_:ong as you live? 11 

11 I know that I am bound t,o continue in this faith as long 
as I live. 11 

ii 
I 
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"Do you wish lovingl.J to live according to this fa:Lth, 
and to die in this faith'? 11 

"I wish lov :ingly, etc. 11 

"Are you determined faithfully to fulfill all duties 
which this faith lays upon you'?" 
"Yes, I am determined faithfully to f'ulf ill all duties 
which this faith lays upon me. 11 

"Now declare your heart.• s f'eelings, your prayers and 
desires, here before the omnipresent God, before your 
estimable parents, l)efore t.his noble assembly, and 
call on your All Good Creator for His g.r-acious support. n 

i·· 'r11e youth now speaks ·the following words, st,and:i.ng in a suitable 
· L. ·'attitude, with upraised eyes: . 

V-. .. 
~. 

f(· . uwith 1r11y help, 0 Lord, the course of m;y childhood has ended. 
t ; ' With my he art filled and moved with t haukfuJne s s , I look to · v· · . · 'rhee today, merciful Iv.Laster of my f'ate, Who called me :l.nto life 
· and sustained me therein and protected me throughout the many 
J ;perils which attend childhood, and cared for me until now by 
~" ·means of good parents, viho provided me with shelter, sustenance 
~· and. clothing and life's othe:r:• needs, and. viho caused me to be 
i;· .instructed by teachers who strove fox· my benefit to teach me 
1.: •,Thy holy religion and other needful things. 
~,. . 

~ J; If 1 have sinned in the past, if I have offended Thee, rig;ht-
\7 ' :eous God, or my paren:t.s, teachers or fellow-men, thus repaying 
~· :Tby bounty with evil, then it happened out of' childish thought-

'· 

· 1essne ss or ignorance; I reg1"et it now·; and 'J:lhou., good F'ather, 
;hast indulgence for the :inevitable weaknesses of 'rhy children, 

·and fo1"givest them. 

I co1ne now to the years of religious majority, a:ncl from no·w 
"OD am answerable for my dealings, my commissions and omissions, 

· ·to 1rhy righteoun, omniscient seat of jud,gment. I have J.eaPned 
·to know 'rhy holy will; it has been told me what is right anci 
good, what is wrong a.nd wicked. I have, through freedom of the 
.will, viherewith 'l'hou hast, for his benefit, distinguished. man, 
'the power to do good c..md shun evj.l. 'I1hou 11hyself' hast adrnon-
. ishc-!d us in Thy Holy Scriptures to cbo se the eternal good. 0, 
so strengthen me, J.oving l11 a·ther, in these resolutions which now, 
omnipresent one, I declare before 'rhee, that I follow 'I1hy di­
vine COUD.ye1

1
. and., instead of. acting and 1iV~.ng a

1
9cord:j.Xl£,' to my 

own evil inc inations and desires, always follow J.'hy wJ.1.L, 
vihich io so wholesome for us, yea, Thy laws and precepts. 

I was born into the house of Israel which 'rhou, Lord, hast 
chosen to spread Thy\ glorious Name and for making known. '.rhy 
unitary, all-powerful Essence. 'J!hou didst, name Israel a kingdom 
of priests, Dnd Thou didst covenc.111t with them to lead a partic­
ular hol~r way of life. I reco8-nize this unusual bounty with 
deep f'eelings of th2mkfulne ss. I recognize also my duty, stemming 

I 
' I 

! ' 
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· l :from the indissoluble covenant which 'l'hou didst establish 
with our fathers, of recognizing Thee as lrather of all, of 
honoring Thee alone as D:lvine, o:E' extending Thy fame, and of 
living in accordcmce~which Thou, O Father, didst reveal 

.·. through Jrhy true .servant IV.Io ses. 
the la,M.)S 

.... · .... 

The true fulJ:illment of this holy duty, upon which our 
bliss depends,. shall always be before my eyes. 'rhis shall 
be my goal in life, my comfort and hope :in death. 

Yes, I am ·rhine, o God~ and always wish ·to remain so. 
I wish always t.o love 'Ehee as our only God and heavenly 
E'ather, t.o love Jrhee with chilfil:Lke love, to have ':l1h:i.n.e 
omnipr•esence a real fact. before my eyes, and. to let my whole 
life be governed by fear of God. I will also love my fellow­
men according to 'rlty Divine mandate, will live with them in 
peace and unity, w:i.11 do no wrong unto them, but, will do 
good to them insofar as I am able, for this is a holy pleasing 
service unt.o Thee. 

Strengthen me in these resolves, All Good One 1 Protect me 
from all. perils which could sever me from 1rhee, and grant me 
·wisdom and s·treneth to withstand temptations and to triumph 
over all worldly and huma.n corruption. Lfft. Thy goodness, Lord, 
always lead me, so long as I cleave unt.o 'I1hee, so that I, wh:lle 
here on earth, will never forsake the pa:th of religion and. 
virtue, and one day will be a sharer in the unending blessedness 
of the kingdom of eter.rd:ty, which 'l1hou hast promised to them 
tha:t honor 'l'hee. .l'! .. men." 

After the end of th:i.i;; speech, vihich always evokes extra­
ordinary feelings, t.o the point of tears, the rabbi best,ows 
his blessing upon ·the youth, with a f'ew short reminders and with 
laying on of hands; therewi tb. ·the ceremony is ended .• 

'rhe parents are also permitted. to have ·the youth read a 
Parasha from the 'rorah in the synagogue. Girls, after pass:lng 
tl1eir twelfth birthday, are paired with the next boy who will 
m-:i.dergo the ceremony. Jn this case, or viihen it happens.. that 
::~everal youths celebrate their 11 Bar l\IL:ttzvab.11 together, each 
participant speaks but a portion of the foregoing speech, and 11 111 

is changed to 111Ne 11 • In the country synagogues I have the rel­
igious teachers take care of this matt.er. Gra·tifying is the 
ready acceptance which it fjnds there, and. the good impres.sion 
which it makes everywhere. 

• 

ii 



a ; 
-~ ,. 

~. t 
H 
~ ~ 
~~ n 
'£.;~· !!.i 

\i 1-: 

.;" 

.. . · 

.. 

.. 
. •. 

- 178 -
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could hardly have been Mrs. H.o~enf. eld1 s fat,her. Hosen­
feld h:unself tells us his mothe"'r 1 s maiden name was 
Samson, r.o.aking no mention of the name 11 Selk.e11 (Tempel-
halle, iii) • 

EJ III, 979; Kraemer, SVffi, l.6 
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Klein, ff'NH, 214; Kraemer, SWR, 31f 

Kraemer says 8 P. lVI. 

Klein, SWH, 214; Kraemer, SWH, 31f; Eckstein, JKB, 113; 
AZcJ, Iv'iay 15, 1862, news i tern from Bamberg e 

130. 'rhe sources sr;y 80 and 82. See Appendix B. 

131. Kraemer says 9 A. Ivi. 

132. Klein, SWH, 214; Kays·erling, 416; K;r•aemer, SW.ct., 32; 
AZJ, ref. as given in note 129. 

1. 

0 ,_, . 
3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7 . 
8. 

CHAP'fEB. :CII 

Eckst,ein, JKB, 8S 

Kraemer, SWH, 24 

EB III, 234 

Eck.stein, KJE, 31; Klein, SWH, 204 

J·ost I, 114; gckstein, KJE, 35 

Eck.stein, KJE, 35; Jost I, 123f. J±:ck.stein surely errs in 
stating that Lips wrote IN F.AVOH of the Jews. 

Klein, SWR, ~~05 

l
r S"'fu 24'"' Kl ' c•·'[.]::i 9Q5f E-1 l "t ·- KJ1

" 3i:::: • ;raemer, ,,1., I; em, 1.::>\J«•, ,_, .• ; c<::o ein, .,,_ .l.:J, ,-o, 
UJJ!l II, 119. It was reprinted in Jedidja II, 243-265. 
Jruerst III, '169 erroneously says the 11 Denkscbrift,f1 was 
published in J~;rlangen, and adds, perhaps correctly, that 
i·t was reprinted in Munich in 1839. 

9.. Kayser ling, 415 

I, 

I 
! 
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12. 
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16. 
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Klein, S\lR, 209 

Kle:i.J.1., SWH, ~~06 

Jost I, 113 

Sulamith 1819 (5th yr., 12th pamphle·t), 413ff 

J"ost I, 113f 

Hosenf eld, Denkschrift, 3-24 

Klein'. SVvtl' 209 ~ 

do.; Kraemer, SWH, 24. Fuerst III, 169, erroneously 
states it was published in J?uer·th. IJiberal quotations are 
given in Sulamith (same ref. as not.e 13). 

18. J·ost I, 116 

19. B.osenf eld, Beleuchtung, 3-16 

20. Kraemer, SWH, 24; Klein, mm., 210 

21. Klein, S\im., 210. He errs, however, when he states that 
the efforts of the J·ewish delegation were in vain. 

22 • Eclrnt ein, KJE, 36 

23. Jost I, 116 

24. gckstein, K.J:m, 36; Jos·t I, 116f 

25. Kle :in, S'Nfl., 210; Kraemer, S'ffr{, 24 

26. lvl and M, 635; ITicks·tein, &Ti:!:, ~36 

27. 

28. 

29. 

~30. 

31. 

32. 

"33. 

34. 

Ecks-tein, KJE, 36 

Jost I, 123f; Klein, SWH, 210f; Kraemer, svm, 24f 

cf. Marcus, 33, 39 , 62 

H.osenfeld, Me'moire, 2-43 

Kraemer, SWH., 24; Kle :in, ff:.1.H, 210f 
I 

~Jost I, 124;' M and IvI, 636 

:Eckst.ein, J.KB, 52f 

Jos-t I, l32f; Kraemer, GJ·B, 119. Kraemer dates the decree 
J.ANUAL-lY 28th. 
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3 i;::; o. K.le :in , SWH, 211 ; :EB III, 2~34 

36. Eckstein, JKB, 86 

37. Elbogen, 42f; :E:ckstein, JKB, 87 

38. Eckstein, JKB, 87 

39. do. ; Eckstein, Jtmanzipationsbestrebungen, 260 

40. Otho, son of Ludwig I had, in 1832, been made king of the 
'new Greek kingdom. cf. EB, art. 11 Greece. 11 

41. Eckstein, h'manzipationsbestrebungen, 260ff 

42. Eckstein, KcTE:, fiO; :Eckstein, J1\B, 89f. See further, 
Chapt,er IV. 

43. Eckstein, JKB, 90 

44. do. 

45. Eckstein, KJE, 59 

46. TI:clcst,ein, 1Thnanzipationsbestrebungen, 265f 

4 7. J£ckst ein, J"ICB, 90; Eckstein, KJ~~~, 62f 

48. E;cksteil1, KJE:, 59ff 

49. l~ckstein, JKB, ~)1 

50. ll:ckstein, .JKB, 92 

51. do.; li.:ckst·ein, KJ1l:, 63f 

52. Eckstein, JY-.B, 92; Bcks·tei.11, KJJ!J, 64; EB III, 234 

53. I11rankel in ZR.IJ., 25, 2:36 

54 • Kle il1 in Zi-S.IJ , 313 ; Kraemer·, SWH, 29 

55 • Klein in ZRIJ, 313f. 

56. cf. M.arcus, 60 

57. Philipson, 8JB 
I 

-08. Kraemer, S'Jv.H, 29 

59. Eckstein, KJE, 70; Ecksteil.1, JKB, 93 

------ ·""- ·- __ - - -·· 
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60. Klein in ZHJ.J, 314 

61 .. Ii.:ckstein, J"KB, 94, probably errs when he stat.es 1845. 

6') 
WO Eckst. ein, KJEJ, 78 

63. Eckstein, J'IC8, 94; Kraemer, SWR, 29; gckstein, f-i:JT~, 78; 
Eichstaedt, 116. Fuerst III, 169 errs when he stat.es 
this was published a·t I11uerth. 

64. E:ichstaed.t, 116; Klein, SWR, 211 

65. Klein, SVll.~, 211 

. ·. 66. l~~ichstaedt, 1J~6; Eckstein, JKB, 94. ,. 

( .· 67. I\.raemer, BWB., 29, is undoubtedly confUf)ed when he says 
Rosenfeld' s 1846 petition failed for lack of a member of 
the Diet to sponsor it. He must have been thinking of 
·t,he li.'3<1r.3 peti·tion, with which this was indeed "t.11e case. 

68. Eckstein, l!inanzipationsbestrebungen, 474; Eckstein, K~JJi:, 81 

69. Eckstein, JKB, 95f; Eckstein, KJE, 82 
. ' 70. Eckstein, KJE, 82; Klejn, SW11, 211; J;;ckstein, JK.B, 95 

71. l!icl<:stein, KJE, 82f; Elbogen, .. 11 

72. lUB III , 2~34 

73 .. Eckst .. ein, JKB, 96 

' { . t 74. l!:ckstein, J"lZB, 96f 

75. Elbogen, 11 

76. Eckstein, YJE, 85-98; Eckstein, JKB, 97; EB III, 2;34 

77. Eckstejn, KJ1!:, 101 

78. Elbogen, 12 

79. do.; Klein, SWH., 211; Eckst.ein, KJE, 125 

CHi\.PTgR IV 

1. Kraemer, SWR, 2lf; cf. Marcus, '75 
-··· .. ,,, ;,.L 

n 
G• Kraemer, SWH., 21 

c 
·:. 

. ' ~ ' 

• 

I 
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3. Kraemer, SW.R, 22; cf. lf.arcus, 76 

4. Kraemer, SWR, 22 

5. do.; 'rrachtenberg 36f, 101, 169, 280f; JE I, illus­
trations on p. 549 and opp. p. 548. 

6. Kraemer, S':vH, 22; JE X, 476 

7 • zunz , 4'71n 

8. Philipson, 23 

9.. Philj.pson, 24; in JQH xv, 491, he says 1808; .JE VI, 456, 
says 1806; Maybaum, 17, says 1808; Zunz, 475, says 1812. 
cf.. J"oseph, 125 

10. JE VI, .456; Philipson, 49 

11. Kayserling, 414; Zunz, 480f, errs when he states that 
Rosenfeld preached only occasionally in German (cf. ·this 
study, p. 34); but. he correctly cites Rosenfeld as one of 
only a handful who, even at that later date (1832) were 
preaching in German. 

12. Kayser ling, 414 
,.''.i 

I i. · 1:3. zunz, 476n; Kayser ling, ·~14 
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·14. Philipson, 43 

15 • Quoted :in gckstein, JKB, 103 

16. Zunz, 476n; Kayserling, 415, errs in saying this was 1819. 

17. Kraemer, SWH., 23 

18. J"edidja I, 113; also quoted in Tempelhalle by Hosenf'eld, 
p. 98f. 

19. Eichstaedt, 189; lt'uerst, III, 169. Both are incorrect in 
giving 1820 as ·the ye& of publication. That it was not 
published at Uehlfela., as indicated in ·the H. u. c. Library 
cat,alogue, is evident from the publisher' s notice (:Rosen­
feld., Tempelhalle, 100) vihere :Lt is si~ated tha·t Ho senf eld 
was not at ·the place of pr:inting. 

\ 
I 

20. Hosenfeld., Tempelhalle, ii 

21. liosenfeld, ;rempelha1le, 24; not in Uehlfeld, as stated. in 
the IL u. C. Library catalogue. 
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22. Eckstein, J1\H, 23; 51:f 

23 • Kraemer , SWH, 23 

24. I do not suppose the rabbi's wife enjoyed all the excite­
ment, si.nce she was eight months pregnant with my great-· 
grandfather at the timeL 

25. 1i:CJ III, 1.19J., f3ayS i·t VifaS built in 1696. 

26. Kraemer, SWR, 22 

27. cf. Marcus, ?Of 

! ·'· 28. cf. Marcus, 76 

.(,· 29. H.osenfeld, Tempelhalle, passim; H. and K, passim 

· .. 

l ' 

30. Marcus, 95f 

31. cf. Marcus, 76 

32. Kraemer, SWH, 27f 

33. Bckstein, JKB, 74f'f; Kraemer, SWH, 29 

3".b., Ho senfe1d, Mispad, 18 

3b. . EcJ X, 243; J.E IV, 219; 1\Jiarcus, 78 

36. :t~.:ckstein, Jl\B, '75f' 

37. Syn-Ord, passim. 

38. cf. Marcus, 90 

39 • Jo st I, JA3; Kraemer, GJB, J.27ff; Kraemer, mf.R, 27; 
JJi: II, 609 

40. So-called 11 ~3HOBBTivl Te1r11 , which means the lilond.ays cmd '1
1
hurs­

days of the weeks when the following •rorah portions were 
read: Shemot .. , Va-era, Bo, Beshallach, Yitro·, lVlishpatim, 
Terumah e:md T1 zaveh. 

t. r 41. Hosenfeld, Fuellhorn, no. 52 
[" 

' ( 

t 
\. 
t 
1 . 
. I 
\ 
r 
\ 

f. 

42. LO, no. 20, 307f; AZJ, 1840, no. 25, 366ff; no. 29, 420f; 
Kraemer , S1W.H., 28 

/13 10 ..-:ic:· '::!8n 39<) 
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. 44. Kraemer, S\'fH, 30; Kraemer, GJB, 135; Eckste:Ln, K~n~, 69; 
J-XU IV, 2llf; Philipson 202, 206, 225ff, 232, 268, 271 

/) r­

•·±0. 

46. 

4'7. 

Hosenf'eld, 

~10 senfeld, 

H.o senf eld, 

Ti'uellhorn, no. 30 

£i'ue11horn, no. 41 

}J'uellhorn, no. 48 

48. Kraemer, SWH, 28f; cf, lVIaI'CUfJ, 100 

,49. Klein, SW.a, 213f; y,,raemer, SWH, 27; Kayserling, 415 

50 • Klein, S'AIH, 214 

51. cf. 1Jiarcus, 50ff, 66ff, 81, 84, 90, 96 

52. Marcus, .15, 102 

53 e !Jlarcus' 1:3 

54. ZHIJ- II, 3b6 

CHAPTIGH. V 

1. J:lickst, ein, J"KB, 82 

2. Ii'uerst III, 169 

3. Kraemer, SWH, 23, 30 

4. Ed::st.ein, JKB, 82 

5 • Kayser ling, 416 

6. cf'._ Mat>cus, 69 

'7. Iv'.Larcus, 9f 

Se Hosen:f.'eld, J?ueLLnorn, nos. 35, 36, 37 

9. B.o senf eld, li1uellhorn, no. 43 

10 • ki.aybaum, 373 \ 

.11. B.osenfeld, Mispad, 3-17 

12. ):Gck.ste:i.n, J"KB, 84 

13. Eckstein, JKB, 103 
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14. Kayserling, 416-418 

15. }l!ckr3t,ein, ~JKB, 83 

16. ADB XLV, 449ff'; HPI1K XXI, 730f:t' 

17. Klein, SWH, 213 

ig. Kayserling, 41.?f; Hess, both eds., passim 

1;0 • Eckstein, ~JKB , 83 ; Klein, SWR, 2J.3 

20. Klein, S'NH, 213 

21. Kraemer, svm., 30 

22. E;ckstein, JKB, 83 

2:3. Not Bend.elsohn, as in. I~ckste:in, JKB, 83, <:m.d. Klein, S'NH, 213. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

JE III, 4 

Bendetsobn, 

cf. Marcus, 

Hor:rnnfeld, 

Hoscnfeld, 

,Hosenfeld, 

Hos enf (-:ld , 

Hosenfeld, 

Hosenfeld, 

li.o senf eld., 

6 

93 

F1lrnllhorn , IlOe 30 

Btunden II, 1834 ed., ii:i.-vi 

Stunden 11, 1834 ed. , 105-118 

Stund.en II, 1834 ed .. , 178-191 

Stun den III, 1834 ed., 88-101 

Stun den IV, 1834 ed., 1-15 

Stun den IV, 1834 ed. , 240-2b2 

34. H.osenfeld, Stun.den IV, 1834 ed., 30-40 

35. 'rhe Occident, XII, Oct., 1854, 40lf'f 

36. J1~ IX, 62Q errs :ir1 call:ing it a fortnightly. 

3'7. Eckstein, JKB, 83f, anc1 Kraemer, G'iVH, 30f, err in saying 
it vms published at Dinkelr.:;buehl. 

·-38. Ho senfeld, :&.,uellhorn, no. 27 

39. Rosenfeld, F'uellhorn, 110. 52 (Dec. 23). See al1:;;0: T!)Ckstein, 
JKB, 83f; Klein, mm., 2l2; and Kraemer, S'dH., 30f. 
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40. A footnot.e in F'uellhoYn, no. 3'7, refers to ar1 article in 
no. 52 of 1835. 

~1:1. According· to tJ:1e 11 Union Ser:Lal List 11 
, the only copy of 

"Das r11uellhorn" for 18~35 to be found :in a U. S. or Cc::mael:i.e.;rl. 
li.brary is in the New York Cj.ty Public Library, where one 
may conr:iul·t i.t. It will not be mailed out. 

42. Kraemer, SWR, 30f' 

4~:3. JE L'<, 603. JJ~ IX, 620, goes too far when it calls the 
paper "Heform. 11 r1Modern11 , 11 enliehtened" or" educational" 
would be more apt. 

¥.1:. The well-known and long-lasting 11 Allgemeine Zeitung des 
Judenthu.ms", first ecl:i.ted by :Rabbi Ludwig Philippson, war:,; 
st,art.ed in 1837, the yec-:1r ai'ter "li1ue11horn" ceased pub-
lication. 

45. Kraemer, SWR, 30f; Kraemer, GJB, 126f 

.r.16. lViarcus, 84 

47. H.osenf'eld, F'ue11horn, no. 28 

· ; · 48. Ho ~3enfeld, E'uellhorn, no. 37; in 18~35, no. 52. 

49 • T!~ckst ein, KJ"E, 50 ; in 1836 

' ' 

60. E:lGhstaedt, 115; in 1836, no. 9 and :no. 10; cf. 11/Ie.rcus, 36 

51. J"E x' 360ff 

52. Hosenfeld, Fuellb.orn, no. 29 

". 
53. cf. llfiarcus, 98; Ph:llipson, 49 

tS4. i~osenfeld, Fuellhorn, nos. 27-52 

CHAPTJm:l VI 

1. Eckstein, JKB, 67ff 

<") Quoted in }~ckstein, J"IIB' 103 c., • 
I 

3. He became Archbishop in 1858. cf. CE Il, ~.::45. 

4. Quot.ea. in IGckstein, JI\B' 98f 

~ I 
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5. 1'v'.Ionatsscbrift, XI, 282 

6. AZJ, from news it.em dated Bamberg, t/iay 15 , 1862 

7. EJ III, 1011 

8. Eckstein, JXB, 85 

9 • Eclcste :Ln, JK.8, 74 

10. AJ)B, :XXIX, 207 

11. Kr a..emer , GJ.B, 117 

12 • Kraemer , SV:fl~ , 32 

13. S:inai VII, no. 7 (Aug., 1862), P• 204 

14. The Israelite IX, no. 3 (July 18, 1862) 

15. 1\-larcus, 61 

A.DB: 
AZJ: 
CE: 
EB: 
1'0: 
GJ"B; 
J"E: 
JKB: 
J(~R: 
KJE~ 
LO: 
M and M: 
R and K: 
R and M: 

SWR: 
Syn-Ord: 
UJ'.d!: 
ZHIJ: 

ABBHE:VIATIONS USED JN THE NO'rES 

Allgemeine deu·tsche Biogra;phie 
Allgemeine :Zeitung de£? Judenthums 
Catholic Encyclopedia 
lmcyclopedia Br:Ltanrdca 
Imcyclopaedia J·ua.aica 
Zur Geschichte a.er Juden in :Bayern 
Jewish Encyclopedia 
Die Jsrael. Kul tusgemeinde Baniberg 
Jewish Qua:r·t.erly Heview 
Der Kampf der Juden um Uu~e Emanzipation in Bayern 
Lit.eraturblatt des Orients 
Marx, Alexander, and lviargo lis, lvia:ic Leopold 
11.osenfeld, Samson Wolf, ar1d Kohn, I\l.Ioses Lazarus 
:ttiegler, Georg, and Martinet, Adam. 
Healency-klopaedie fuer prot.estan:tische Theologie und Kirche 
Habbiner Samson ·;;volf :a.osenf'eld 
Synagogen-Ordnur:i.g der israelit .. ischen Cultus-Gemeinde ••• 
Universal Jewish b'ncyclopec1ia 
Ze:Ltsc:tiri:E't f'uer die religioesen Interessen des Judenthums 
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