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TBBSIS DIGEST --

THE L~T PIONTIER: JBWISB PIONIBIS IN ALASl:A 
( 

Chapter Oae: Alaska is, by far, the largest state in the Union. In 

17 ◄ I , an e1pedition underwritten by the Russians and captained by the 

Danish e1plorer, Vitus Bering, discovered the western coast of Alaska. There 

is evidence to suuest that one or more Jews may have been among Bering's 

crew. The Russians brought back sea-otter pelts to Siberia, thereby 

launching Russian fur trading fleets toward Alaskan waters. The Russians ' 

governing agency in the colony was the Russian-American Company, which 

administered the territory until October 18, 1867. On that day, Mr. Benjamin 

Levi raised the stars and stripes over Sitka and symbolically transferred 

Alaska to the American sphere of influence. 

Cb apter Two: Jews, representing four of the seven partners of the 

AJaska Commercial Company (A.C.C.), played a major role in the eamomic 

development of the Alaska Territory. The Alaska Commercial Company _.

bought a twenty year lease from the government to harvest fur seals on the 

Pribilof Islands. Many Jews, several who worked for the A.C.C., and others 

wbo worked independently, played an important function in the fur trading 

economy. We learn about these men from eyewitness accounts and reports 

in the Alaskan press. Durina this time, we also see unsuccessful •ttempts at 

.Jewish communal organization. 

Chapter Tllree: Alaska's first gold strike occurred in 1880, at 

Juneau. This strike wu followed by gold rulhes in: the tlondike in 1898; 

Nome in 1899; Fairbanks in 1903: Ruby in 1907; and lditarod in 1910. Jews 

were among the prospectors, but made more sianificant contributions u ,. 

merchants and outfitters. In 1901. AJuka's first Jewish organization was 
;':: 
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founded at Nome. Silty charter members established the Nome Hebrew 

Benevolent Society. In April 1915, Pres,ent Wilson announced the building 

of the Alaska Railroad. The base of opJations was Anchorage, which -

attracted thousands, many Jews among them, with employment and 

luaative economic prospects. 

Chapter Pour: This chapter concentrates on the Jewish history of 

Fairbanks. Robert Bloom helped organize the Chevra Bikur Cholim in 1908. 

Bloom, his -..,if e Jessie, and their four daughters, constituted the Jewish 

community ~ ntil the Second World War and the arrival of Jewish G.l.s. The 
1 

Blooms became the chaplains and surrogate parents for hundreds of Jewish 

G.l.s. during those years. 

Chapter PiYe: Summary of chapters one through four and a brief 

update of the Jewish communities in Juneau, Anchorage, and Fairbanks. 

J 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the summer of 1989, my wife and I visited Alaska, commonly 

known as "the last frontier· ... I had been hired by the Jewish Congregation of 

Fairbanks, to be their first ever resident rabbi, or more accurately rabbinical 

student Our encounters with magnificent nature and compassionate 

persons, lured us back for the summer of 1990. During those summers, we 
t/:'-

learned many of the things, bot& natural and spiritual, which draw people to 

this great northern country. However, when we sought to learn about Jewish 

Pioneers in Fairbanks, and how they associated among themselves, there 

were few facts. To research some ol those Jewish pioneers, in Fairbanks, 

Juneau, and Anchorage, presented itself as a worthwhile rabbinic thesis. · 

Honorable in that, Jewish pioneers· memories would be honored through 

publication. Moreover, this thesis was written to honor today's Alaskan Jews 

who consistently strive, against considerable hardships, to survive and 

strengthen our people I sraeJ. 

A note on scope and methodology. This thesis is a partial history ol 

Jewish Pioneers in Alaska. There was an abundance of source material for 
~ 

certain people and places. and a dearth for others. With more time, 

additional source material might be uncovered on other people and places. 

The thesis is limited to the time span begiooin1 with the discovery ol Alaska, 

and ending with the lives ol the first Jewish pioneers in Juneau, Fairbanks, 

and Anchorage. 
~ 

At first glance, there may appear to be a methodological problem with 

this history. After all. the jews who came to Juneau and Pair-banks were in 

pursuit ci sold, wbereu thote in Anchorage followed the railr_oad's 

development. Bow can one write about all three ol these communities wbea 

' 
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their raisons d'etre were not the same? It is ttue that different economic 

factors drew Jewish Pioneers to each town. However, the e1istence of 

economic opportunity was the common thread. Jews trekked to "the last 

frontier" to better their economic lot -- whether it was through fur trading, 

gold prospecting, merchandising, or a combination -- they came to Alaska for 

her economic enticements. 

Another aspect of this thesis must be e1plained. There is a sectiQil on 

the tlondike Gold Rush which was located in Dawson City, Yukon Territory. 

While it is true that Dawson is not in Alaska, it is also true that Dawson was 

crucial to the development of gold mining in Alaska. Gold fever attracted 

people to Juneau, Alaska in 1880: pulled them to Dawson, Yukon Territory, in 

1898: and then to Fairbanks to 1903. It would be impossible to make sense 

of the gold stampedes without Dawson, Yukon Territory. 

The history of Jewish Pioneers in Alaska, is the story of rugged human 

beings in search of economic security and wealth, and endowed with a fierce 

sense of individualism. These members of our people Israel. occasionally 

overcame their individualistic tendencies and gathered to pray, and associate 

as a Jewish community. The,e courageous men and women provide us a 

glimpse into American Jewish History on "the last frontier." 

vi 
" 

Matthew J. Eisenberg 
February 1991 / Adar 5751 



CBAPTII ONE 

TBE DISCOVEIY Of ALAS(A -- Yite1 leria1 -- JEWS 11A Y BA VE AUIVED 
WffB IBl■G -- TBE IEGIDl■G Of TBE IUSSlil PERIOD -- IUSSIAlf 
ALAS(A IECOIIES AIIEIICAII AI.AS(A. IDJAIII■ LEVI UJSES TBE RAG -
Je••· l•I• la Tile Eceaeaic DeYete, .. at .&a• ParcllaN or Alut.a 

THE DISCOVBIY OF ALASlA 

"Alaska." No name is more ritting, and it is to United States Senator 

Charles Sumner that we owe gratitude. He proposed the name in 1867 while 

urging Congress to ratify the Treaty of Cession of Russian America to the 

United States. In his speech, which bas become a classic in Alaskan 

literature, Senator Sumner asserted: 

Oearty any name borrowed from classical history or from 
individual invention will be little better than a misnomer or a 
nickname unworthy of such an occasion. The name should come from 
the county itself. It should be indigenous, aboriginal. Happily such a 
name e1ists.1 

In the language of the Aleuts, "Alaska" means "Great Land."2 Alaska 

encompasses 591,00-f square miles, or appro1imately 2.2 times the area of 

Teras, the largest state in the lower f orty-eigbt.3 She is larger than the 13 

I ApnRushBurr. Alub.· Ou.r.lJMulUulNort/JlutlofOpportaDity(BostJJn: The 
Pat• Coapuy, 1919). p, 24. 
2 EnieaGruenin1. 111,S/Mlof ~ (Ne,, York: Random Bou•. 195-f). p. 3. 
Bcnrenr accordin1 to Sol Ripinuy, A1ub ii u Ensll,sh derivation of the lcelaadic 
,rord "Alabhoa," ,rJlich w1 the laad of alacien. See, Sol Ripiuty, • All Alast&n 
Report - 1909," ,,_m SIM#J,ris/J /listqria,Jl)uarlarly. Vol n, No. 1. October 1978, 
p, '6, 
3 Clau• M. Hub and llerau E. Slowct, Alub: A /listqryof lll, 61/J SIMI, S#coDd 
EdilioD (Norlll&A: Uamnity of Otlahoaa Pnts, 1987), p. , . ' 

1 



original states of the Union, measuring over 2,000 miles in length and I .400 

miles in breadth. Alaska's ecological diversity is as ina-edible as her size. 

Alaska possesses arctic plains: millions of acres off orests; swamps; glaciers 

and ice fields: broad valleys: fjords; Denali (Mt McKinley), the tallest 

mountain in North America; active volcanoes; twelve major river systems; 

three million lakes; and countless islands.4 

Humanity discovered Alaska rather late in the quest to e1plore and 

dominate new worlds. Until the early eighteenth century, the North Pacific 

was the least known area of the world.5 It was the Russians who sought to 

discover it. a~y ventured beyond Siberia. Siberia bad proven to be a 

great storehouJor fur-bearing wildlife. In those days conservation was not 

seriously considered,6 so as fewer Siberian furs were harvested, Tsarist eyes 

looked across the Pacific. 

Peter the Great ( 1696-1725) was curious to discover what lay beyond 

Siberia. He wondered: Were the continents of Asia and America joined? 

Already there was an European and an Asiatic Russia, might there be an 

American Russia also? 

Vitu1 Beriaa 

To satisfy this curiosity, Peter the Great appointed Vitus Bering, a Danish 

explorer vho had served in the Imperial Russian Navy for some thirty 

years.' Under Bering, tvo suooessive Kamchatka& expeditions were 

4 Ibid .. p. ~-
5 Ibid., p. 23. 
6 EnlestGruenina. 11t,Sa1,of Alllsb (Ne,r York: Random Bou,e. 195-4),..,9 . .f. 
7 ApesRutb Burr, Altlsb.· OllrllMuli/WNort/Jludof()pportllllilT(&su,n: The 
Pac• Co■paay, 1919), p. 2-t,. 

2 



commissioned: a first to determine whether or not the continents of Asia 

and America were joined: and a second to thoroughly e1plore eastern Siberia 

and the American coast opposite it. 

The firsi e1peditiorn#parted from Saint Petersburg, in February, 

1725.9 The materials and supplies for the ships, e1cept for the lumber, had 

to be transported some sit thousand miles across the massive continent. The 

ship was built on the Kamchatka Peninsula between April and July 1728. 

On July 14, 1728, the S6iol G6/Jrie/ sailed northward. On August 15th. 

Bering, with the approval of bis officers, ordered the e1pedition to turn 

about "because the coast did not e1tend further north" and no other land was 

near.lo The overland journey back to Saint Petersburg required a year and a 

half, and arrived March I, 1730. There, Bering's results were deemed 

inconclusive and unsatisfactory. He had proved lhe separation of the Asiatic 

and American continents, but nothing concerning what lay further east. I I 

The second e1pedition was ordered in 1732. by the Empress 

Elizabeth.12 Once again Bering began several years of preparation and 

transportation of materials. However, due to political intrigue and 

bureauaatic interference, it was not until the morning of June 4, 17 41 , that 

\ he expedition set saiJ.13 

8 Iamcha&ta is a peninsula, approxuu&ely 7,o miles Jone, in Nortbeutera Siberia, 
projecti.Aa ,outh'ftt'd from the Asial1 lll&Ullud belYHD the Sea of Ot.botst < west) and 
the BeriAc Seaud the Pacific Oc.u Ceut). 
9 Erue,t Grueaina, 111,Slallof AJasb (Nn- York: Raodom Bou•. 195-f). p . ◄ . 
10 Ibid., p. , . 
11 Ibid., p. , . 
I 2 Peter the Great died iA l m. but his UlSU'UCUOJlS that: a) the first Iamcha&ta 
espeditioo coAtiAue; and b) hit dream of dilcoveriA1 Yhat lay beyoAd Siberia, were 
faithfully carried out by his succn,ors, Catherille ( 1 n,-1727) his ,rife. and Ellr.abeth 
his daupter. See. B. H. Bucron. B.islw7ol' A1Mb J7JQ-Jl8J <Nn York: Ailtiquuiaa 
PreaUd., 1960), p. 36, 
13 Ibid., p. 67. 
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jffS IIAY RAVI AUIVID WITH BO.ING 

At this point the reader may wonder, what does this have to do with .. 
the history of Jews in Alaska? Was not David Shirpser, who in 1867 arrived 

in Sitka, t<t the first Jew to set foot in Alaska? The answer, is probably not. 

Dr. Jacob R. Marcus, eminent American Jewish Historian and faculty member 

of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, emphatically states: 

"There is no Jew who is the first Jew anywhere. there is aJways one who has 

been there before hlm." 15 Sol Ripinsky, a Russian Jew, was an early-pioneer 

in Alaska. On September 28, 1905, he wrote to the Jewish newspaper, The 

Ameriaa lsr1e/J1e: 

In October, 1885, while at Sitka, I vas commissioned by the 
general agent, Bureau of Education, to proceed to the Aleutian Islands 
in the interest of government schools for the Aleuts. After many 
delays and being shipwrecked, and enduring many hardships I 
reached Unaluka . ... 

At one time while in Unalaska 1· vas called on by a priest of the 
Greek Russian Church. He asked me what vas my religion, and when 
told, said be vas always glad to meet vitb jevs. as he wu half Jewish 
himself. "My name is Moses Salamatop and I am the Greek priest at 
Unga. One of my forefathers came to Alaska in one of the ships with 
Vitus Bering in the capacity cl an officer. and there were several more 
,Jews in the same e1pedition." On one cl bis visits Father Salamatop 
presented ·me with one of bis photographs. 

So it it in Alaska, as at any other point of the globe, the Jew is 
among the first to e1plore and e1ploit. the most substantial, the most 
enterprising, charitable, when charity does good, and an honor to bis 
community. In 1886, r was transferred in the interest of education to 

l.f BerUl'd Po9ta1 aod Lionel (oppaao, Aa,ria.a ],ris/J u.adiurb: A Tn"11 Guith 
ud.Hisl1'1T Yolua/YCHn York~ FJNtPmisCorpora&ion. 1986). p. 3'.). Seewo. Cyril 
Edel Leonoft, "Pioneer je,rish Merchaots of VucOUTer ls1&nd," ,6S'llm Slallls j,Fis/J 
lli#ori&a/"'11,rt,rl)r. Vol.1111. Ho. J. October. JCJIO, pp. 21-22. 1, Dr. Jacob I . Marcus. fro• a tape recorded RiJlory II Jeccure, It the Jle1,re,, Union 
Colleae-)wish IAltitute of Reliaio.n, CiAcinuu, Ohio. March 30, 1989. 
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the heactwaters of Lynn Clnal. Cb.ilkat Peninsula. at present known as 
Haines.16 

Apparently. a Jew or Jews. as yet unidentified, accompanied Bering to Alaska 

in 174i1 . one hundred twenty-sil years before Mr. Shirpser arrived in 

Sitka.17 Later. Jews were attracted to the Alaska Territory by eoonomic 

opportunities, which in Bering's lifetime, were as yet undisoovered. Those 

, discoveries were very close upon the horizon. 

THI BBGINNING OP TBB RUSSIAN PDIOD 

Georg Wilhelm Steller, a German-born naturalist. and the eipedition's 

physician. recorded Ule first meet.tna between Russians and Aleuts. Tb.ls 

first enoounter followed the pattern of other European-aboriginal contacts. 

16 Sol Ripinsty. • AA A•ubo Report - 1909," Fn14rD S/6#s jt,Fis/J /lisloriw 
Quuf.,rly. Vol. II, No, 1, October 1971, p. '6. 

Later. there are other documented cues of jeTs •ho •ere baptized or converted. 
but still retained 1C>medwi1 of a Jeyisb 1C>ul. One such cue in that of Pavel Levin. IC>n 
of Moshe Lffin, Tho YU baptaed Russiu Ottbodos and became a mod in 1U9, eating 
the name losif. Bis brother. Boris. bad been baptized in 1886. Both had been ba9tized 
in Su Fraacisco. The two •ere NJlt to lillimoo to nrt amon1 the Tllill,its. Killimoo. 
,,.., a ..U 11W. .. ol doaiaated by one industry~ the preain1 of herrina oil. One of 
its leadiA1 cilizeasYU an niled Russiaa by the name of fosifFJorovich Zubov, •ho did 
not a,precwe .,., of Iosif Levin's vins. losif Levin. -a,,.,.,,nUy. criticized the 
faaily cvttoas of the Tlial,its calli.D1 them •thieves, proflipte,. drum •Ui.AI your 
Yins and daup'ten: Moreover, he ,,.. a.cculld by the resident RulSiaas of beini a 
T alaaudilt, not a Ruaiaa Ottbodos. losif Lffia YU said to have preached that the 
Vil'ain lluy and Christ nre both jrft; Ul8l the tea.ch.in1 of lOTe amona men •u 
practiced 3000 years before the birth of <luilt; a.ad that Russil4s nre baptiz:ed under 
the threat of death it they reful9d. After thne a.ccusauons, f olif Levin YU returned to 
Su Ft'&Gcisco •hen a.a American doctor diapoted h.iJlll on the ver1e of a nenous 
breatdoYa. S... Aatoin.U. Shaltop. n,, hmll lit/J«Joz C/Jwd /JJ A/Mb . a a.rm 
paper, October 20, 1981, pp. ZS-30. jft'ilh «An,re1auon of Faitbub Archins. Dr. 
Michael Irauts, ucb.ivi,t. 
17 B. B. Ba.acroft, 6-r,of Al#bl7J(J-161J CNIY York: Aatiquuian Pnssl.&d .• • 
1960). See note 21 on,.,. 93-94forthe liaof men on thee:r,-dition. Th• listns 
checked Tith Dr. Heit.rt Paper, liquil&ics prof--,r at the BUC-JIR, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
lo Dr. Paper'•opwoa aoa• of Ua• ..... i9 jffilll, hcn,ner, h• did aote the JM)llil,ility , 
that ,)ffs..., haft ch.a.a1td their uan to concea! their a.acestry. Then ii h.il&orical 

• preeedeat for jffs clwaaiJl1 di•ir ...... 



Initially all the parties e1pressed friendliness, until a misunderstanding or 

supposed aggressioo occurred. As Steller reported, the Russians fired their 

muskets over the heads of the natives and laughed as the startled natives 

dived to the ground. •a Steller noted that the Aleuts "waved their bands to 

us to be off quickly as they did not want us any longer."19 

The Aleuts may have wished the Russians away, but it was a wish in 

vain. Steller and the other survivors of Bering's crew20 carried back a 

number of sea-otter pelts to tamchatka. Within a few years, hordes of 

Siberian fur traders sailed to reap the rich fur harvest of the Aleutian and 

Commander Islands. This-was the beginning of Russia's presence in Alaska. 

For most of the ne1t half century, the rulers of Russia showed little 

interest in Alaskan affairs. The Russians who sought animal pelts, were 

private individuals lured by immense profits and a ready market in China.21 

Their oonquest of the Aleutian Islands wil:systematic. They e:1ploited one 

group of islands at a time, until the supply of animals was elhausted, then 

they moved eastward to the next island group, eventually reaching the 

mamland.22 As the operating distance from the Kamchatka Peninsula 

inaeased, the cost of doing business drove out many smaller companies. By 

1 no a few merchant, -- Pavel Sergeyevich Lebedev-Lastochkin, G. Panov, 

and Grigory Ivanovich Shelikhov -- dominated the Aleutian fur trade.23 

18 Yillialll R. Runt. .4/tua.· A 8ia,11111111w 8-r,- (Nn Yort.: Y. Y. Norton & C.O., 
Inc., 1976). p. 23. 
19 Ibid., p. 23. 
20 BeriD& ud muy of his cm died of scurvy before they returned co (amchuta iD 
the suaunerof 1742. 
21 CJ.au• M. Nute ud Be.tlWl E. Slow ct., A/Mb.· A BblDry of Ill# ,t9t/J SIii/#. Slco11d 
EdilirJ11 (Nonu.n: UntYersity o!Otlahoma Press, 1917), p. 2&. 
22 Ibid., p. 28. ,. 
23 Ibid .. p. 2&. 
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, 

These merchants became increasingly disturbed by foreign 

competition. especially the British, who could offer the Natives better and . 
cheaper goods than the Russians. It is at this point that we find reference to 

another Jew sailing the Bering Sea. who was probably one of those foreign 
,.. 

competitors. In 1787-1788, Senhor Cavalbo. a Portuguese Marrano, was a 

seaet partner of the governor of Macao;2◄ ... Cavalho fitted out in 

conjunction with English. Chinese and Russian merchants two vessels ... to 

e1plore trading possibilities in the Northwest and in Alaska.25 Responding to 

foreign competition, in 1788, Sbelikbov and his partner, traveled to Saint 

Petersburg and 'implored Catherine II ( 1762-1796) to give them a monopoly 

of the fur trade.26 They were denied. Deeply disappointed, they returned to 

their settlement on [odiak Island. 

By 1790, this initial phase of Russian presenoe in Alaska was coming 

to an end.27 Large companies, vith settlements on Kodiak Island, Cook Inlet, 

the Pribilof lslands,28 and the Aleutian Islands, had displaoed the small 

traders. Disputes among the rival companies erupted frequently, but with 

24 Macao is a Ponuau•• admiQ.itleNd territory ud port ill Soul.beast China, south of 
Caa&oo. It is t.be oldest penu.oeot. Europe.a •Ulemeot ill Asia, dauna &o 1,,1. In 18-49. 
Portupl dectared itafrw port. It •ill reTert to China ill 1999. 
25 Israel T. N&mUDi, T/J, J,ru.11 Fro.ali,r (aally proof), September, 1958. Americu 
jnish ArchiTes, AJasb Near -priJlt ftle. 
26 C1auN M. Nute ud Henu.o E. Slota.ict, Alab.· A llisl,o_r,of tll, 61/JJ SIMI. S#co.ad 
Editio.a (Nonu.o: Uninrsity ofOtlahoma Press, 1987). p. 31. 
27 Ibid .. 9 . 32. 
23 'Tb• Pribilofs wre dilcOTend iJl ju1H 1786 by a Ruaiaa UTi1a&or named 
Gehrau (or Gerasia) Pribilof. Tho TIS lootiJl1 for ,ea ouer, not tor tur ,eats. The 
fiiadilla of th• iaae1111 IN1 rookeries led to the ntabliab.Juiat by 11Teral rival Rulliall 

· coa,u.iet of •Ul_ements on the islallds. until then. un.i.ohabited. n .. villaaes were 
populated by Aleuts ia90ned from Un&luta ud other Aleutiaa isluds. By 1796 
illdilcrimioa&e slaupter hid reduced the INl herds &o a fraction of their former size. 
hl 1799 T,ar Paul I anated a IHli-otruial eorpora&ioo, th• Ruaiu-Americu 
Com,aay. a lNliA1 aad trade. JDOJlopoly u ftll u a 1ar11 aeuun of 901itiw control 
t.broupoutAlub." Gtntla Mack. urilad&a.au O.nti. (Nw Yor~: Gon&l• Mact, 
1953 ), p. 31. AlJo note. the Pribilof lllaads eoasilt of two islaads, Saint Geor1• ud Saiat 
Paul . . 
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no existing government to mediate, violence occasionally occurred. One thing 

these ex>mpanies djd agree upon -- foreign ex>mpetition had to be reduced. 
-

At the time of Shelikhov·s death in 1795, his desire to obtain e1clusive 

fur trading rights was unfulfilled. His son-in-law and successor as bead of 

the ex>mpany, Nikolay Petrovich Rezanov. reached an agreement in 1797 

vith his leading business rival. to ex>nsolidate and form the United American 

Company.29 Rezanov, unlike his father-in-law. was a member of the nobility 

and had aooess to the royal court Thus, when Rezanov requested of Paul I 

( 1796-1801 ) a monopoly of the American fur trade. it was granted in the 

name of the Russian-American Company. The lease, issued in 1799, was to 

span tventy years, and give e1clusive rights as far south as the fifty-fifth 

parallel During the next siity-eigbt years, the Russian- American Company 

signed three lease agreements with the Russian Government; was the 

e1clusive ex>mmercial enterprise in Russian America; and also e1ercised the 

governing power. 30 

IUSSIAN ALASCA BBCOIIBS AIIDICAN ALASU, 

BINJAIIIN LBVI RAISBS TBI PLAG 

The end of the Russian Empire in the Nev World and its 

transformation into Aluka, an American territory, occurred at 3:00 p.m. on 

October 18, 1867. The transformation was b,td before United States Troops .. 

,soldiers of the Siberian Line Battalion, Russian Naval personnel, officials of · 

the two countries, r"idents, and new arrivals.31 Aocounu of the actual flag 

29 a.u. ll Nute ud BenuA E. S1o1Aict, A/6sa.· A llistory of l/J4 -t9d SIMI. s«t»Jd 
Editioa (NonuA: Uaiversity of 0tJaboaaPrea. 1987), p. 36. 
SO EraNl Gruellill1. T/J• Slallof AJMa (Hff Tort: Randoa Route. 1954). i,. 18. 
JI lidlard A. Pierce. ·Pruace D. P. llabu&n-: LatGoTemor orlutsi&G:Aaerica; 
,JN,malol'I/J, ,n1. Vol. VI. No. 3. July, 1967. p . .0,. 
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ceremony vary, but most state that the lowering of \be Russian flag was 

bungled. Apparently, the Russian flag snagged on the flagstaff, a soldier 

climbed up and cut it down. It was embarrassing to the officials, and too • 

much for the wife of the retiring governor Prince Musutov to take. she 

fainted. The name of the young soldier who lowered and raised the flags 

was Benjamin Levi. His obituary appeared in The jervisb MesseJJKer: 

On the 9th [December 9, 18821. there died in this city [San 
Francisco). Benjamin Levi, noted as being the man who, ... , when the 
territory of Alaska was formally turned Qver to the United States 
authorities assembled at New Archangel (Sitka). hauled down the 
Russian Flag, and in its stead raised th.e Stars and 'stripes. After that 
Mr. Levi went to Fort Wrangell with his family,32 engaged in business 
and remained there until recently, when be came to San Francisco in 
search of medical assistance. He was for many years an employee of 
the Alaska Commercial Company.33 

In H. H. Bancroft's History a/ A/1sk117.J0-188.J. be adamantly attacked any 

romanticitation of the ceremony. Bancroft wrote: 

In fTbymper's Alm1, 105-6, and in some of the Pacific ooast 
newspapers, it is stated that the Russian flag, when lowered, clung to 
the yard-arm. The following e1tract from the Al/Jay Sllte Jl.igbts 
Ot!mocr1t, March 26, 1875, will serve u a fair specimen of the 

32 Fort W ran1eU is three hundred thirty miles toulheut of Sitt.a.. 
There isan huaaorous,tory told aboutaCaplai.n Levy, (probably Benjamin's 

,on) born and rai,ed ill his father's tndia1 pottatFort Wran1ell. Whenever the 
Tllil1it Indians ,rere ui lt'OUble •ilh the 10Ternment. they ,rould hire Levy to interpret 

• for them. At one importan1 &rial betnen ·the People" and the 1onrnment. the latter 
sus,ecled that,artof "th• Thole tnlth" ,ru beui1 lost in l.ny's,rhiJbrs. The 
1onnuunt •nt for their OYA 1&D1ua,e ezperts. But upon their arrinl. the Tlin1its 
ff itched to Tlin.1it ,1an,. ·and th• eiperts had tout Levy ,rhal the Indians ,rere 
taWA1 about: li. C. McDould, Fia T/J,Stro111 Fl/Jin (Ne,r Tort: Ballanlille Boots. 
1956), , . 2'. , 
33 TJJ, },rid ~r. Ne,r Yort. December 29. 1882, p. 2. See abo. "A PionNr -.__ 
411100; ,~ SIM# .J,,r,m JliltllnaJ O,,,,,.r}T, Vol. llV, No, 1, October l 981, p. 91. 
In this c:itatioJl, the .J,,rb/J ~r erro.aeously reJMH1ed October 9. 1167. u the da&t 
of tnolfer. In actuality, th• date ot trulfer.., October 11. 1167. 
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nonsense published on this manner: · A sailor was ordered up tbe 
flagstaff, and had actually to cut the flag into shreds before be could 
take it down. When the American flag reached the top of the staff, it 
hung lifeless, until, at the first boom of the saluting Russian artillery .. it 
gave a convulsive shudder, and at the second gun it shook out its 
starry folds and proudly floated in the breeze.·3◄ 

Thus transpired the ceremonial transfer from Russia to the United 

States. Now, let us examine the conditions which helped to bring about the 

American purchase of Alaska. 

Jew,· Role In The Bconoauc Developaent And Purcba1e Of Ala1ta 

The governmental transition ceremony, although flawed, was 

relatively simple compared with the economic transition in progress. This 

transition from Russian tecritory to American territory, happened at a time 

when Jews could play a decisive role in that transition. According to 

American Jewish historian Rudolf Glanz, "merchant pioneering of American 

Jews had reached at the Pacific Slope such a concentration, that it acted the 

decisive role .... "35 Jews from Eastern Europe, who had learned their furrier 's 

trade in the old country, often in Russia, typically went first to England 

before emigrating to America.56 These stilled artisam, were in a propitious 
- ' 

position to take advantage of the economic opportunities on the American 

Pacific Coast Jewish fur traders, especially in San Franci100, transacted 

business with the Russian-American Company, and occasionally, some made 

visits to Aluka. 

'4 B. B. Bucrof\, llistoryof .AJub 17;10-181~ (Nnr York: A1ltiquariaa Prns L&d., 
1960), , . 600. footAot.e ta. 
'' RudoU GJau. TJJ, ,J,rn bl hwrit:a11 ~ fll67-16IIJJ (Nnr York: Dr. Rudolf 
GJau, 19'3). , . 3. \ 
36 Ibid .• , . 5. 

10 



The Jewish fur traders of San Francisoo knew that if the Russian

America Company lease was not renewed by the Russi~ Government. the ~ 

riches of Alaska would be open for bidding. They hoped that favorable 

terms could be negotiated from the Russian Government, especially sinoe 

many had heard Emperor Alexander II ( 1855- 1881) was distressed over the 

Russian-American Company's financial problems. 

The Russian-American Company had had financial problems for . 
decades. When its third charter with the Russian Government was signed in 

18◄◄. special privileges, in the tea trade. were granted to avert the 

company·s bankruptcy.37 In 18◄8, efforts were made to develop eiport 

markets in coal. but shipments to San Francisoo soJd at a loss. In 1851 , 

several California merchants formed the American-Russian Commercial 

Company, commonly called the loe Company.33 The saJe of ioe was 

prosperous for the Russian-American Company. but with the fur trade 

declining, there seemed to be tittle choioe for the Russians, eioept to leave 

Alaska.39 At a meeting held in Saint Petersburg in December 1866 -

attended by the emperor; Baron Edouard de Stoecket,<tO the finanoe minister; 

and others, the decision was made to sell the colony.-tl Emperor Ale1ander 

37 Clau• M. Nute and Henua E. SJotnict. AIMb: .A l/istoryo/'IJJ,.f9UJ SIM4, »coDd 
Editio.a (NonuA: Uninnity of Ot.lahoma Pna, 1987), p. ,1. 
S8 l'illiaa R. Bunt. .Alasb.· A /Jie1.a~· &.or., <Nn York: I'. I'. Nortcui &Co .• 
Ille., 1976), p. ,0. -......__ 
39 C1auN M. Nute and Benua E. SJo . ct. · .A l/illl,ryo/' Ill,~ Sia/#. S#l'O.ad 
Edi/Jo.a <.Norma: Uainnity of Ok.laboma • 1987), p. ,a. 
40 Frank B. Slots ud Richard A. Pierce, '1'.h• Rutchillton, (o.h1 Story: A Fresh Loot. H 

hdf'ic Nol"IJJ-...~. January 1971. p. 5. 
41 Clau• M. Hub and BenuA E. SJo&aict .• .A/Ma.· .A llisttllyof'IJJ• .f9UJ SIMI. S#co.ad 
£ditio.a (Nonu.a: Ullinnity of OtJahoaa Preti, 1987), pp. ~,1. 

11 



II instructed Baron Stoeckel to begin negotiations immediately upon bis 

return to Washington, D. C., and to bave lbe Americans make lbe first of'fer.◄2 . 

Less than one year earlier, in 1865, a young Jew by the name of Louis 

Goldstone, who worked as an agent for California fur houses. returned from a 

visit to Alaska with information that lbe Russians were ready to sell lbe 

territory.◄3 Goldstone·s employers quickly formed the California fur 

Company, and in 1866, engaged as lbeir Washington lobbyist Cornelius Cote, 

a senator from California.◄◄ In bis memoirs. Senator Cole desaibed bow bis 

intervention came about: 

The charter of the company having it in charge in 1866, the 
Russian American Fur Company was soon to expire by lapse of time 
and a oompany was formed in San Francisco with the hope of 
succeeding to its privileges. These San Francisco genUemen were put 
upon the notion by one Louis Goldstone, a young and enterprising 
Israelite, who had recently visited Atuka and had spe"nt enough time 
t.here to gather much useful information. touching the resources of the 
country, and particularly about the fur trade. Goldstone·s ideas about 
the business were regarded as e1travqant, but nevertheless he was 
able to present sufficient data to render it reasonable certain that a 
large and luaative buiiness in furs might be built up. He had much to 
say about the fur seals and their habit cl.mating annual visits in 
immense numbers to the island of Saint George, and the great value 
that might be gathered each year from their skins. Goldstone stated 
among other thina•. that the company then in po11ession of the 
franchise from ~ Russian Government had been e1ceedingly 
negtecU'ul cl its opportunities and cared but litUe for the renewal of 
its charter. It was hoped therefore by the San Francisco genUemen 

'42 Ibid .. p. 60. See abo, Ronald J. Jea•a. n,, AJua Purc/Ja. ud Russia-.4.JHrica 
b1Mio11s (Snule: UlliTersity of Yulwl,aoa Prea, 1975), pp. ,1-60. 
<U Bernard Poul, ·Alasb,• 11l11A..ttwricu),ru/J YMrJbo.t. Vol. 61.1960, p. 167. 
'4◄ Ibid .. p. 167. S.aa&or Coi. abo had th• ....... of a boyhood frieadthip •ith 
Secre&uy of Seu. Yilliaa B. Senrd. who fowtd Colt't Jobbyi.a1 helpful in Ule ,ecret 
.011otiatiou for Ule uquilitioa of Alasb. 

12 



among whom was the Collector cf tbe Putf5 tblt by proper 
manag~ment they mjght obtain the CXJftted privilege. As I had lately 
been elected to the United States Semie. Ibey thougJU I might be of 
assistance to them. Doubtless, also, the wen mown friendship of .. 
Russia towards America in the late strUllle (Civil War) was taken into 
aooount.◄6 

The final phases of the purchase were ~ted in March of 1867. 

Aooording to the story told by Secretary Seward's 1011 Frederick, Baron 

Stoeckel appeared at his father 's home on Friday evening March 29, and 

reported to Seward that Emperor Ale1ander II bad agreed to sell the 

territory to the United States.47 Stoectel ••..-~ Uw the negotiations be 

amcluded the nen day, but Seward wu impatient to dose the deal. The two 

men, and their staffs, met at the State Departaent that night. They began 

work before midnight and finally signed the Traty cf Cession of Russian 

America to the United States, at fou.r o'doct I.IL. Marcil 30, 1867:•a The 

treaty was ratified in May, and called for a pardme price of $7,200,00Q.◄9 

The transfer of Russian Alaska to the Umled States was scheduled for 

October I 0, 1867, now the raoe to buy out die •vni111-American Company 

began. Bach merchandizing,oompany biddinl 10 buy out the Russian-

◄5 The Collector of &he Port YU an a,,oiA ... J 1 'tie- .t ~ City of San Francisco. The 
Collector at &he time of Goldl&ont's Yi.sit to Mab. _,,_,,,.u hne been Mr. John f . 
Miller. ,rho on January Zl. 1170. becw Pr1 ·+at lflM.AlabCom.mercial Company. 
SN, Frank B. Slot1. s.d On,n/Jips hi n, tr t Cnz a,/ a,•JMIIJ' (San 
Francisco: November, 1961), 9. • · Bentlee llucf Hd':' .. lldion. Anchora,e Mu,eum of 
llil&ory and Art I.ibruy. Bn C, File Folder r,. 
46 Rudolf Glanz. TJJ, .)In la ~ricu J#aa f/117-J•J Oln Yort: Dr. Rudolf 
G.la.nz, 19'3). 99. 6-7. See abo, CoraeliusCole, M ■ i7•Gnrcrli~Co• (Nn Yort. 
1908). 9p. Zll-212. footaote Z7. 
◄? Qau,e II. Nute llld Btnll&ll E. Slowct. ,, & · ~...,.,ofl/J# 6tlJ Sta#. SleoDd 
lililioa (Norman: Unmnity of 0tlallo_,,._,.1117),,. 61. 
48 ErnntGnaeaiaa. TlJ,S..oJ'Aatl.a OfffYtd: I hzllou,e. 195'0, p. '4. 
<ff Apnltush Burr. A.l&rb.· ~ ~ lfwtth i~OJ,J,ortlulit}' (Bos&on: The 
Pap Coapuy, 1919), , . 24. · 
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American Company, bad to oonsider two financial f acu.,o · First. payment to 

tbe Russian-American Company for the privilege of the lease, and second, 

payment for its assets in Alaska wbicb consisted of: equipment; trading 

posts throughout the territory; and the maintenance thereof. 

The number oC interested parties was great indeed. The group which 

won the bidding, we know as Hutchinson, Kohl, and Company: the 

predecessor to tbe Alaska Commercial Company. They bought out the 

Russian-American Company, and obtained a lease from the United States 

Government to harvest fur seals on the Pribilof Islands. To these companies, 

and to their principal partners, we now turn. 

" IDdlJIGluz, TJJ,.J,naAalricu A/ab (/867-fll()J (Nff Tort: Dr.Rudolf 
Glau.1953).,. 7. 



CBAPTBR TWO 

TBE ilTECEDEJITS Of TBE AI.ASIA COIIIIEICIAL COIIPAH llD fl'UEWISB 
PDTIIEltS -- .£YEWJDESS ACCOOJITS OF JEWISH Plti■f►IS I■ AUSIA -
PHSS UPOaTs o, DAVID s■m,sa AD orm J!WIS■ IIDCIIAn'S ---t•• Al••t■ ■•nl• -- £0LY ATTEIIPTS AT JEWISH oaGillliTIO■AL LIFE 
I■ il.ASU - Attn• Gn•••■-• -- h .. t,._ ■••aaa• - S.1 titi.aaty 

THE ANTECEDENTS OP THE ALASlA COIIIIBICIAL COMPANY 

AND ITS JIYISH PAITNDS 

Less than a year after the formal transfer of Aluka from Russia to 

tbe United States. a corporation, based in San Francisco, formed under 

California law named the Alaska Commercial Company. The original seven 

partners were: Hayward M. Hutchinson, a Baltimore businessman: Louis 

Sloss, Lewis Gerstle.1 and August Wasserman, all three San Francisco 

merchants and of German-Jewish orig~ William Kohl, a shipbuilder and 

shipowner from Victoria, British Columbia; Leopold Botcowitz.2 a Jewish fur 

I As a poillt of illterest, there an ,eyeral places ill AJ.asta Aamed for Gentle. ( 1) 
Gentle Glacier. heads atjo.bn,oo Glacier E of SiptPeat. :W mi SE of DeJtajuocuoo. (2) 
Gentle Poillt. on N shore of (3) Gentle..,Bay, at mouth of Caahedn! River. 33 mi. HI of 
the villa,e of Cold Bay. Bris&ol B&y Lo,r. Named ill l888. (.C) Gentle River . .bNodsat 
Gentle Glacier and fiOY N 40 mi. to T&D&Da Rinr. Z, m.i. SE of Bis Delta, Al.utaRao,e. 
Named iJl tu,. See Donald J. Ort.b, /Jictioau,,of Alahl'Ju, N .. # (Yub.in,too: U.S. 
GoTeraaent Print.ins Office, 1967), p. 36,. 
2 Yu LNpold BoscOYiti jffilll 7 Ht .it not stat.cl u such iJl any of t.b, ,ou~es on the 
Aluta eo-ercial Company. IIOYever -- iJl Cyril Edel Leon.oft, PioaHn, "'1dllrs. ud 
Pn,,.r SJJ•r.b: 111, j,risll IJ,aallllili,s ID 8rilis/J OJJII.IUJ. Atld 111, Yuko.a (Victoria. 
Britisb Columbia: Sono His Prns>. 1978, pp. Z7,'2S, 7-C. -- a Bosccnritz family islisaed in 
Victoria, Brit.ith Coluabia. joeep ac-o.ritz YU• •1ionNr .,.. .. fur dNJer: · 1a 
11,a the Boscowitz tur s&ore oil Wllarf and Bulion. SU'N11 YU one of the rll'lt business 
ntabJisbmta&s ill the city.· -n, rant practicilll Je,,ish 9hysici&D ill British Coluabia 
,,.. Dr. M. B. Bosco,ritzYho uriTed Oil t.be M&lller Aldfic 16 Februuy 1863: 

IJl. Frut B. Sloss, ·w110 OYlled the Alasta Commercial Company?" hci.i, 
Nort/Jnst()ww-Jr, July 1977, p.121. itmen.tion.s "Leopold Botco,ritz, •ho, •it.b his 
brodltn, had ...a,liahed • tur-tndia1 buut11 ... : 
Therefore, Leopold Botccnritz aua haTt bNll Jo•pll 8otcoYitz'1 brother. It ii difficvk 
to --.rai.D,, hfffftr, if then YU any fMilial nla&ioll to Dr. M. B. Botccnritz. · 



trader from Victoria, British Columbia; and Captain Gustave Niebaum, a 

Finnish ship's officer and Russian subject !tationed in Sitka..3 Four of the 

seven original partners were Jewish. 

The company's Jeaal existence beaan ·on October 1 O. 1868, but those 

who had organized it, had already been associated as partners with an 

earlier firm named Hutchinson, Kohl, and Company.◄ "It was that firm's brief 

but eventful career in the months following the Alaska purchase that-led its 

partners to form the successor corporation," the Alaska Commercial 

Company.5 The manner in whlch the Alaska Commercial Company came to 

be, and how its principals bought the Russian-American Company, bas been 

voluminously documented. The events have been reported in several 

sequences by several authors. In the 1970s, Frank H. Sloss; grandson of 

Louis Sloss. one of the founders ol the Alaska Commercial Company; shed .. 
new light on the origins of the Company. The following, researched by 

Frank ff. Sloss and Richard A. Pierce, is a newty sequenced account ol bow 

Hutchinson, Kohl, and Company met, organized. and became the Alaska 

Commercial Company. 

THE HUTCHINSON GROUP. Mr. Hayward M. Hutchinson who bad been 

engaged in supplying cooking utensils to the Union armies, found business 
,I( 

3 Frut B. Sloss ud Richard A. Pierce, "The Hut.cb.in,oo, (ohl Story: A Fresh Loot.N 
lwi.icNordswt()ul,rt,,rt,, ,Je4uwy 1971. pp. 1-2. Set abo footAote-40. 
1r Frut B. S1ot1, •who Owned the AJuta l'.omaercial l'.o■paayr Jwific Nort/Jnst 
~ . July 1977, p. 120. lo footiaou 4, Stoss writes: "The eo,uiA1 account of the 
for■auoo of ButchiA,oa, lohl, ud l'.oapaay differ, fro■ th•nrsioo oriamally ,iveo 
iA a l&a&e .. At aade by BeAJT W. Elliott to Judi• James Yickenhaa on March 21.1916, 
DOY at the Alub lliltorical LibtVJ, Juneau. whicb YU uted ill . , . Richard A. Pierce, 
· J>rin~ D.P. Mabui.OT: LutGonraorotlutliaa-Alllerica.■ >un,alol'IA, rnt. Vol. 
VI, No. 3.july, 1967. pp. 395-<'16. The reuoas for which profN1PrPierce ud I 
coo duded that the accepted account aust be aodified are espJabled iA frut B. Sloss 
udlich.ud A. Pierce. lhe ButcbiotoJl. Iohl Story: Pll&Uic Nort/JnstfJIMnNJ)'. 
Juuwy 1971, pp. 1-6: 
5 Ibid .. p. 120. 
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slacking off after the end of the Civil War.6 He was in the process of 

formulating his business future, when his friend, General Lovell H. Rousseau, 
~ 

mentioned that be bad been ordered to Sitka as the American Commissioner 

to receive the transfer of Alaska.7 General Rousseau suaes~d Hutchinson 

accompany him, at least as far as San Francisco. They arrived in San 

Francisco, September 22, 1867.S General Rousseau traveled on to Sitka, but 

Hutchinson stayed in San Francisco until late December ol that year. 

While in San Francisco, he searched for businessmen who might shar:e 

his desire to invest in Alaska, he met Louis Sloss.9 This meeting, most likely, 

was not by chance. Hutchinson probably bad become aware of Sloss· interest 

in Alaska as early as 186 5.1 O As mentioned above, Louis Goldstone, had 

formed a group in San Francisco with the hope of purchasing the lease of the 

Russian-American Company. (Mr. Goldstone was later to be become' 

oonspicuous as a bitter enemy of the Alaska Commercial Company.) Mr. 

Sloss was a member of that group, for vhicb Senator Cornelius Cole carried 

on negotiations with Baron Stoeckel. the Russian ambassador in 

Washing ton.• • 

Mr. Goldston.e's plan vu frustrated by the purchue of Alaska, but 

certainly Mr. Cole and Baron Stoeck.el knew who the interested parties 

were.12 From them, that information may have been handed on to General 

Rousseau, the United States commissioner, or to his Russian counterpart 

6 FnAk B. Sto. ud Richard A. P~rce, "Th• Butchin•.n, (ohJ Story: A Fl'flh-Loot," 
Pu.i/lc Nort/JffS:t ()uutlrl}'. 'jaauar, 1971. p. 1. • ' 
7 Ibid., p . l . 
S (bid., , . 3. 
9 Ibid., p . 2. 
10 Ibid., p. , . 
11 Ibid., p. 5. 
12 Ibid., p. 5. 
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Captain AJeiei Peshchurov.13 If, during their voyage from the Atlantic Coast, 

tbe oommissioners had mentioned Louis Sloss· name to Hutchinson, that 

would have been cause enough to seek out Sloss as a likely business 

associate.• ◄ Levis Gerstle, life-long associate and brother-in-law of Mr. 

Sloss, also would have been part of the arrangement.15 

THE KOHL GROUP. Both William Kohl and Leopold Boscowitz lived in 

Victoria, British Columbia, and each previously had contacts with Prince 

Matsutov.16 Considering the size of Victoria and tbe nawre of business, they 

must have known each other. At the time of the transfer, both were in Sitka, 

separately seeking business opportunities. 17 Some event during that October 

in Sitka brought the two of them together to became the nucleus of what 

became the [oh.I group. Aa:ording to Sloss and Pierce, the clue Jay in the 

movements ol Captain Gustave Niebaum. 

Either just before or just after the cession; he. with four 
associates, bought r rom Prince Maksutov the brig Coostatioe, one of 
the Russian-American Company vessels. He immediately started to fit 
it out for a voyage. His intention, obviously with Maksutov·s blessing, 
was to proceed to the Pribilols and pick up a cargo o( sealskins, which 
he vouJd take to San PranciJCO for sale. He made no sea-et of his 
plans; indeed, he undoubtedJy talked them over with Kohl. and Kohl 
had good reason to pass the information on to BoS<X1Vitt. [ohl 
understood shipping, and BoscxJwitz undentood sealstins: if they could 
jointly contrive to acquire that cargo on its arrival in San Prandsco, 

13 Ibid., p. 5. 
14 Ibid .. p. , . 
J 5 Fraot B. Sloss, · w1io OWoed the AJuta Coamercw Com,aoyr Pui/ic Nort/J nst 
~. July 1977, J). 121. ·touis SlOII ud u,,i, GtnUe, both Califomia pionffts of 
Gtnun-jnisb oriai4. ,ren life-lOAI UIOCia&es in all their TIIJllUres ud had ~.rd 
their busia111 intiaacy by aarryin1 two .-n. Sloa ulU&lly runcti.ontd u the 
ll'ffller ud n.,otia&or for the nra Ci.e .• Louis Sloss ud Coapuy). ud Gentle as the 
dral'tlaaa of carefully phrued l.U.n; in either cue, one spoke for both: 
I 6 Fraat B. Stoa ud Richard A. Pi9rc:e. "Tbe ButchiD,on, Iohl Story: A Fresh Look." 
Pui.ic Nortll,,,_~, Juuary 1971, p. , . 
17 Ibid., p. , . 

18 



and make arrangements for others to come Jater, the prospective 
prof its would be staggering_ I a 

But neither Kohl nor Boscowitz lived in San Francisco. They needea 

someone who had facilities for receiving, storing, and shipping furs. 

Presumably, Bosoowitz knew, or knew of, August Wasserman the San 

Francisco fur dealer. 19 Thus, on November 22, Boscowitz and KohJ departed 

for San Francisco.20 There. they came to an agreement with Mr. Wasserman 

and returned to Sitka on January 18, 1868, to discuss with Prince Maksutov 

the possibility of access to seal catches in future seasons.21 Boscowitz and 

Kohl arrived in Sitka to disa>ver Hutchinson had already secured the rights 

and privileges of the Russian-American Company from Prince Maksutov.22 

Before Bosoowitz, Kohl. and Hutc.hinson actually make acquaintance for 

the first time. a few words need to be said about Hutchinson's negotiations 

with Maksutov. When Prince Maksutov announced that he had sold most of 

the commercial asseu of the Russian-American Company to Hutchinson, 

there was amazement and anger on many ! ides.23 Only later did Maksutov 

state his reason. Be was a naval man. not a businessman. Maksutov's 

primary interests were. to calcul~te a fair sate price, and to complete the 

task quickly. Everyone tried to haggle with him. e1cept Hutchinson who 

18 Ibid., p. 5. 
l9 Ibid., p. , . 
20 lbld., p. ) . See abo, Record of Shlp Clevaa~, Silb, National Archives; JJt,iJy 
Brilis/J 0,/o.abt, November 13, 1867; A. Bonchannto, Names of Ships Arrinls ud 
Departures, Su frucilco, Bucroft Library. · 
21 Ibid., p. ) . 
22 Ibid., p. 5. 
23 Fraat B. Slolll. Olll)r oil .lloJJday: hp,n d,linnt/ Won Iii, C1Jit-/1J« a116 (Su 
FruciKo: Frut H. Slota, 19?1). p. 76. 
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aocepted the figure of $350,000 and was ready to pay in gold coin.21 

Maksutov was quoted as saying: 

You have treated me like a gentleman. You are the onJy man 
who has not tried to beat me out and cut my prices. The men you see 
here, have been here before you, forming combinations by which I 
won't get half of what I have been asking, and trying to beat me 
down.2} 

It was January J 868, and now for the first time Hutchinson, Kohl, and 

Boscowitz were in the same place.26 The three of them departed from Sitka, 

on January 2◄, aboard a srup bound for San Francisco. Aboard srup there 

was plenty of opportunity to e1plore business arrangements. The three 

reached an agreement relatively quickly, and upon arrival in San Francisco, 

had no difficulty obtain ins approval from their usociates;27 Hutchinson from 

Sloss and Gerstle, Kohl and Bosc::owit.t from Wuserman..24 Thus, these siI 

men.formed the firm of Hutchinson. [ohl. and Company. When Captain 

Niebaum arrived in early March with his cargo of sealskins, he was invited 

and accepted the position of seventh partner in the firm. 

24 Ibid., p. 76. 
25 Richard A. Pierce. "Prioce D. P. MabutoT: Last Gonrnor of Russiu-A.merica," 
),lll'Dal of Ill, Fnt. Vol. VI, No. 3, July, 1967, p. ,fO,f. The actual quote u,es the plural 
·aenUeaen· sup,o,edly referrioa to Hutcbillton. Iohl. aad Company. I aa,Led the 
quote to read ' aentlea.aa' to refer to Mr. Butcbiuon alone. This Y&S done ill lipt of 
the nn illforaalion that Rutchinton neaotwed alone Tith lfabutov - put forth by 
Fnll B. Slo,s aad Ric.bard A. Pierce, "The Butchio,on, IobJ Story: A Fresh Loot." 
Plleif'k NortllnstlJul,/Wrly. jaauary 1971 - ,ee aote O . 

Richard A. PieRt Nied bis ori,illal quotaUoa on material ill L. D. litcbeaer. 
F1q ONr TJJ, Nortll, 11J, S/41701'1/J, Nortll,m Co..-rdal ColllJMllT (Sea.We: 1948). 
pp.30-32. 
26 f raat B. S!oll aad Ric.bvd A. Pierce. "The ButcbilltoJl, (ohJ Story: A Fresh Loot .• 
h&Uic Nort/JnstQul,rtuJr, Jaauary 1971. p. , . 
Tl f nll H. Sloll. "Who °"8ed the AJub Commercial Coa,aay?" hdf'k Nortll nst 
IJul.lW.r/T. Jut, 1977. p. 122. 
28 Fraat B. SJoll aad Richard A. Pierce, "The Butcbillton, Iobt Story: A fresh 1.oo.t," 
hd.i& NortllnstQuar#rlT, jaauuy 1971. p . 6. 
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AU these developments were observed by Prince Maksutov, who was 

a fellow passenger on the voyage from Sitka.29 However cloudy Maksutov·! 

liquidation plans were at the outset, by March it was clear that Hutchinson, 

Kohl. and Company was the authorized commercial successor to the Russian

American Company.30 That spring Maksutov escorted Hutchinson to the old 

company's principal outposts; f(odiak, Saint Michael, and the Pribilof 

lslands;31 to put him into possession of the buildings and equipment, and to 

introduce him to the personnel as their new employer.32 

The tour ended on the island of Saint Paul in the Pribilof group, where 

Hutchinson decided to spend the summer supervising the sealing operation. 

During the course of the summer, be encountered unexpected opposition 

from two other sealing expeditions at the islands.33 The first was Williams, 

Haven,31 and Company based in New London. Connecticut; the second was an 

,, expedition bac.ked by john Parrott., a San Francisoo banker.35 In the words 

oC Frank H. Sloss, "in due course . .. the Alaska Commercial Company 

ultimately became a combination of those three groups."36 

The ne1t task at hand for the Alas.ta Commercial Company, was to 

negotiate with the United States government for the privileae of fur seal 

29 Frau B. Sloss, "Who 0,,11ed the A1uta Commercial Co&puyr Puiii, Nort./Jnst 
(wrt,rly. JuJy 1977, p. 122. 
38 Ibid., p. 122. 
31 See. cha,ter one. note za for an explaoation of the Pribilof lsl&Ads. 
32 · Frui B. SlOII, "Who Olnled the Aluta CollUDercial Coapuyr Puil'k Nort/Jrnt 
(wrt,rq. JuJy 1977, p. 122. 
33 Ibid., p. 122. 
34 Then full D .... Yen: B•JttY P. JlanD and Major Thoaai . · · r 
Fraat B. Sloss, SuppJ,a,111 To Jl,•orudua Of Nov.•l#r. /961011 S11"k OrJJ,rsAips /11 
11J,NaaOJ..,rcwOJ•,aT(SuFraaciKo: Septeaber, 1972), pp. 7-8. BerAice 
Bloom.field C.olleclion, Anchoraae Mu•um of History and Art Library. Bo~ C. 
File FoJder 37. 
35 Frau H. Sloa, "Who 0,,11ed the Aluta Commercial Coms,aayr hdlic N"rt/J nst 
~r/T. JuJy 1977, p. 122. 
36 Ibid .. pp. 122-123. 
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bunting on the Pribilof's. Louis Sloss. the Company's President, went to 

Washington, D. C .. late in 1868 for these negotiaf ons. Progress was very ~ 

slow and in hopes of making some headway, Sloss and the board of trustees 

resigned on January 21 , 1870.37 A new president, john Franklin Miller, was 

elected, and the new trustees were Louis Sloss, Hutchinson, Haven, and 

Richard H. Chapell of Connecticut.33 The reason for Sloss· resignation falls 

into two distinct schools of thought. Frank H. Sloss. Louis Sloss' grandson, 

believes being Jewish was a negative factor. 

ln Washington, Louis Sloss made progress up to a point. He was 
good at hobnobbing with senators and congressmen, especially around 
the poker table, where he took care not to win too much. He gained a 
good many supporters, but not enough; adjournment came _without 
action. By then he had concluded that his cause was hampered by 
having a Jew as its spokesman. He therefore resigned the presidency 
of the Company in favor oC john P. Miller. a former Civil War general 
and future United States Senator who was perSODI gr111 among those 
who looked askance at a Stoss.59 

Another relative, Gerstle Mack, made no mention of Sloss' Jewish heritage. 

She wrote. that Sloss hoped 

"the negotiations might be speeded up if conducted by a 
company sident who had leaal trainina and who was personally 
acqu · d with members oC Grant's administration . . .. "◄O 

On Juty 1, 1870. President Grant approved an act of Congress entitled 

"An act to prevent the eitermination of fur-bearing animals in Alaska," 

which instructed the Secretary oC the Treasury to award a sealing concession 

37 Gerstle Mack, uri3ad11Mul&/J tidntltl (Ne,r York: Gentle Mack, 19)3), p. 3-f. 
34 Ibid., p. 3-f. 
39 Frut B. Slots. Oa1To11 Jlo11dq: fl,,p,r:tdt,Jiwrwll1,fonllJ1t:1liJ-Dla1Qu/J (Su 
Frucilco: Frut R, Slots, 1978), pp. 71-79. 
40 Gend9 llact. urisadllu11d o.rstl# (Re,, York: Gentle llact, 1953), p. ~ -

22 



7 

to some responsible party.-t I On August 3 ol the same year, the Alaska 

Commercial Company won the right to buy the first twenty year lease. 

Bf!WITNESS ACCOUMTS OP JEWISH PIONEERS IN ALAS[A 

Eyewitness accounts provide good sources from which to learn about 

early Jews in AJaska. The first Jewish traders to settle in Alaska, were not 

seen in a favorable light, as compared with Jewish businessmen in other 

parts of the United States:•2 Emil Teichmann, an agent for one of the largest 

Jewish fur firms, Oppenheim and Company,43 went to Sitta on business in 

1868, he Jogged the following in his dairy: 

Tbe most respectable class, and that which was of the best 
social standing, included the officials of the Quartermaster's 
Department and the Customs, the small number of municipal 
authorities, a military chaplain, and finally the agent of the American 
Company which, as successor to the Russian Company, was 
represented at Sitta . ... 

The second class, of a much lower standing, comprised the 
traders, keepers of billiard saloons and dealers in spirits -- these were 
mostly of the Jewish race and carried on a more or less illicit trade 
with the soldiers and Jndians. evaded customs and e1cise tues, and 
were liable to prosecution at any moment had the administration of 
the ln, not been so lu.◄◄ 

Apparently, most or the traders were Jews, for Mr. Teichmann wrote, tha.1/ 

the non-Jewish merchants at a Protestant church service were "the few non-

41 Ibid., p. )'. 
42 Rudolt Glaai, 111, j,n ID h#riQUI A/Mb f1667-J#O) (HeY York: Dr. Rudolf 
G.luz, 19'3t p. 1,. 
43 Richard A. Pierce, •Pruice D. P. MabutOT: Lat Governor ofRussiu-America,"· 
.!,umll o/'IJI, ,-. Vol. VI. No. 3. jut,. 1967. p. -610. 
44 Eail Teich■Mo, A .!,um,}' Ill ~i.a Ill, YNJ" 1161: MUii • ~ o/'111, lM# 
£ail T,idl.,..11 <Hw York: Araoq - Aatiquarwi Ltd .• 1963), f.119. SN al.lo, Rudolf 
Glau, Tlw,J,nlllhHn'a.aAJMbfll67-JIIIJJ(Hn Yort: Dl". RudolfGIMz.19'3), 
p . • , . 
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Jewish traders" in Sitka.45 Mr. Teichmann·s description of the Jews in Sitka 

continued: 

There was a remarkable person named Rapaport. a CJerman 
Polish Jew by origin, who spent the greater part of his life in prison 
and as soon as he came out was again accused. Rapaport was the 
reoognised scapegoat of the whole settlement; whenever anything 
happened -- theft, arson, assault, whatever it might be -- he was 
believed to be the criminal or at any rate to have had a band in the 
crime. On one oa:asion he had a very bad time. He had won heavily 
when playing cards with three sailors, who accused him, rightly or 
wrongly, of cheating and assaulted the poor fellow so violently with 
sticks and kruves that the next morning he was picked up for dead. 
Only after Jong efforts was he brought to. Nothing much happened to 
the sailors and only one was imprisoned because he was recognised as 
a deserter. But Rapaport as a result of his injuries was a real picture 
of misery and had to endure much scoffing.◄6 

Although the picture Teichmann painted of the Jews was not particularly 

flattering, his diary indicated Sitka was fuU of unsavory characters from all 

backgrounds. After one week in Sitka, Teichmann thought he bad an 

accurate view of the populace, but the Jews astonished him. 

On ... Friday evening before going to bed J attended a curious 
ceremony. our sleeping quarters, which were built only ol planks. 
abutted on another hut which was used u a warehouse by a Jewish 
trader. Up to then J had never heard a sound there in the evenings, 
but on that n.ight·by curiosity was aroused by the murmur ol several 
voices in the adjoining foom. Looking through a aevice J saw quite an 
assembly of some twenty men. all of tbe Jewish persuasion. who were 
.holding their Sabbath service and reading their prayers under the 
1eadertbip of the oldest man present who took the place ot a Rabbi. It 
wu a memorable Uling to see this religious gathering in so strange a 
sett.in.a and it said a great deal for the persistence with which the Jews 
everywhere, even in the most remote 00untries. practise their 

4.5 Ibid., p. ZOJ. 
46 Ibid .. p.234. 



devotional exercises. I myself should scarcely have expected it in 
Sitka among a community which was engaged in such very 
disreputable occupations.-47 

Teichmann was amued by, but did not understand, the Jewish desire for 

communal worship and comradery. As Glanz explains. "it is an expression of 

the Jewish will to survive, shown in the same way as in the history of the 

beginnings of the Jewish pioneer communities moving westward" across the 

American continent.◄& Wherever Jews settle, they are driven to achieve 

"historical unity in building up Jewish communal life.''◄9 As we shall see in 

the course of this thesis, the· establishment of viable Jewish communities in ,,.,. 

Alaska has been difficult and has met with varying degrees of success. 

Another eyewitness aocount of Jews in Alaska, is provided by the 

travel book of E. L. Huggins. In this book, Mr. Huggins desaibed a 

settlement of 50-60 houses on Afognac Island in American Alaska, which he 

visited in June 1869.50 

At the time of my visit. . .. there were but two Europeans upon 
the island: one a Polish Jew employed by the Russians, now trading on 
his own 1C00unt, the other a superannuated sailor. I vu met at the 
beach by several elderly men, including the priest and a Jewish 
trader ,51 most of whom I bad seen at [adiak f[odiak). each of whom 
uttered a formula bidding me welcome to the island and offering me 
rest and refreshment.52 

-47 Ibid., p. 199. 
◄& Rudo.lt GJaaz, 11J, .Inn la Aa,rii:u Alub IJl67-J#IJ) (New Yort: Dr. Rudolf 

rGJanz, 19'3), p. 16. 
49 Ibid., p. 16. 
50 Ibid .. p. 17. 
51 As a poiilt of iil&e.ntt, there ii a Cohen lslud, 0.3 mi. across, at N entrance to Eldred 
Pu,qe, on E shore of lachemat Bay, (enai Pen.iii ., 8 mi. S of Bomer, Chu1ach Mts. 
Naaecl by Y. B. Dill. usa.GS, for a &ndtr "•ho YU operatio.1 int.he area, iil 1880: See 
.Donald J. Orth, /JlctiuMTo/' AJub Pll,c, Nu,n (Wuhu11ton: U.S. Government 
PrintiA1 Office. 1967). p. 22CJ. 
52 E. L. Buaains. ·(odiat and Af1onac Life. 1868-1870," ,,_rJJ Foll/on. Vol. VI. 
19'?, p. 136. 
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PUSS IBPOITS OP DA YID SBIIPSII 

AND OTBII Jff ISB IDICBANTS 

Jn addition to eyewitness acoounts. reports in the Alaska press 

chronicled the activities of Jewish merchants. In the first copy of Alaska's 

oldest newspaper, The Sil.ii Times, September 19, 1868, there were several 

news items referring to local Jewish merchants.53 One of them concerns the 

establishment of David Shirpser. a Jewish trader: 

"D. Sbirpser. Groceries and Provisions. canned fruit and 
shelfgoods of all kinds."5◄ , 

Mr. Shirpser vas one of the first Jews to settle in Alaska. He arrived 

in Sitka. early June. 1867, four months before the territorial transfer to 

America.55 His f amity was originally from the German-Polish town of . 
Thorn.56 Mr. Shirpser ventured into the far north to seek his fortune in the 

fur trade. He bad been in Victoria, British Columbia. since 1859, but felt he 

could do better in the newly acquired territory. His first business 

transaction in Sitka, however, was not successful or pleasant. In fact. 

53 Rudolf Gtaaz. T/J, ),rs /11 A.a,ri~ AJua f/167-l161JJ <New York: Dr. Rudolf 
Gtaaz, 1~3). p. 17. 
5.tf TA,Sitb Ti611.1. Vol. I. No. I. September 19, 1168, p . .f. 
55 Sol Shirp,er, ~ A.a Atman Memoir: FtlSllm Slain farisJJ 1/istgriC6J QIJu14rly, 
October . JCJn, Volume l. Number 1, p. 16. 

Mr. l)ayjd Shirp,er ..uJed ia Placonille, California, ia the 1850,, and became 
one-of its pioneer aerdwits. Be eJD.iaratod to Victoria, British Columbia. io 18'.59. 
•here he enPCed ia the clot.bias business with two of his brothers. He ,vu very 
actm, i.n. the jffisll coJDJDunity of Victoria, the rarst center of jffish life i.n. Western 
Canada. On Au1ust31. 1862. he presided O't'er the rarstaeewi1 of Con,reaation Emuu
El and was elected its first president. Be YU suU presideJlt when, o.n Juno 3. 1863. 
coroerscone cereaonies •ere·held for the synqo1ue. The buildia1 YU the first. 
syu,01ue i.n. Western Canada. That same year. ho ,ened as lreasUrer of Ule Chevrt. 
Billur Cholim of Victoria. · ,. 
56 The family conlisted or sis brothers and two sisters: Isadore, Adolph, David, 
llenau, Leopold, Louis. Ro-.1.ia, and C.cilia. 
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someone whom Shirpser bad considered a friend, broke a verbal agreement 

which cost the new arrival almost S 10,000. Reputedly, this friend sold furs 

to Hutchinson. Kohl, and Company, which were instrumental in the formation~ 

of that firm.57 From then after. Mr. Shirpser stood in firm opposition to the 

policies of Hutchinson, Kohl, and Company, and later the Alaska Commercial 

Company. (Shirpser and many others attacked the policies of the Alaska 

Commercial Company through a small San Francisco newspaper called the 

A/1d1 Bwl./d. The details of which will appear further on.) 

ln·tbe words of Sol Shirpser. David Shirpser·s son: 

My father was not very successful at Sitka, but be met two 
Russians. one of whom was named Charitonoff, and both ha.d a little 
money which they wanted to invest in business. They suggested that 
my father go in with them and open a store in Kodiak, Alaska, under 
the name Shirpser. CharitonofT & Company . . . . fhey were fortunate 
in obtaining a very large 108 building formerly occupied by the 
Russian governor who had ruled Kodiak when it belonged to Russia. 
They remodeled the building into a store and dwelling and opened for 
business. This town ns one of the sttonahoJds of the powerful 
Alaska Commercial Company. By good management and energy they 
succeeded in opening about thirty stations in Alaska, which required 
so much goods that they found it necessary to purchase a larger 
vessel . . . which oou.ld carry about 150 tons of merchandise. 

My father took charge of loading this vessel wUh merchandise 
and proceeded north. . .. leaving goods at all the other stations, 
continuing into the Arctic Ocean as far north u Point Barrow. He 
traded at every village with the natives for their furs. Many times his 
vessel was caught in an ioe pack and was nearly aushed. On his 
return voyage he called at all of the stations gathering up the furs 
they had on hand. Tben at [odiat they loaded up all the furs and 
proceeded to San Pranci900. There the r urs were turned over to 
brokers for shipment to London where the semi-annual fur auction 
was held. Buyers came to these auctions from all over the world.58 

51 Ibid .. p. 20. 
)I Ibid., pp. 22-23. 
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Of Shirpser's thirty stations, one of the more important was in the Aleutian 

Islands. Thls trading post provided an inaeased variety of goods, as can be 

gleaned from their April 23, 1869 advertisement: 

"D. Shirpser & Co., have for sale a well selected stock of Dress 
Goods, Fancy Goods and Groceries, all of which have been selected so 
as to suit the market. Kodiak, A. T.".59 

The dissolution of tbe business in Sitka was published later in the same year: 

"Dissolution of Co-partnership. The co-partnership heretofore 
e1isting between the undersigned under the firm name of Shirpser & 
Co., is this day dissolved by mutual consent. All debts due to and from 
the concern within the Territory of Alaska are to be paid to and by 
David Shirpser, and debts due to and from the concern in San 
Francisco are to be paid to and by Abraham Martin. -- Abraham 
M.artin, David Shlrpser, Hermann Shlrpser."60 

Many Jewish merchants began their careers in the Alaskan fur trade, 

but interestingly, they soon learned "that the natives bad acquired some of 

their Yan.tee trading tricks, such as, patching, coloring, and sewing parts of 

sk.im t01etber.61 In addition to trading posts, Jews became involved in 

many other types oC business. Jhe following advertisements appeared in 

The Silk1 Times in 1868: 

"Storer and BW'8man. Dry Goods and Groceries, Hardware and a 
choice lot ol pure lrilh Scoleh and butter Whiskeys and Wines, etc . . . . 
Store No. 29 Lincoln St .. Sitka, A. T."62 

.59 T./J11Alobl-Ti.l!ln, April Z3. 1869, p. 3. 
60 11J11 A1Mb Tillln. July 16. 1869, p. 2. 
61 Rudolf Gl&u. 11J11 },n la bwrie&a A.lab 0167-1660/ (Nw Yott: Dr. Rudolf 
G!uz,1953),p.23. ; 
62 11J11Sitb Tilffs. Vol 1. No. 1. p. l . 
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"J. M. Manassa will alvays keep on hand the best brands of 
Tobacco and Cigars. also Toys of every variety and playing cards. 
photographic albums and fine perfumery cheap."63 

"Isaac Bergman, the butcher in Sitka was never known to keep -
an empty mark.et. He bas always when be can find it, lots of fresh 
meat on band . . . . No. 38 Market St., Sitka. 64 

Also of interest, on October 2◄. 1868, The Si/J:1 Times reported that Mr. 

Bergman, was chosen Alderman of Sitka "in the first election in the territory 

and was invited to make bis first speech at a City Council meeting."65 

"L. Caplan Saloon. Has the following brands: butter whiskeys, 
French Martel. Old Tom and luscious 'Cocktails'."66 

There were efforts to brew beer for the territory, thus to replace uie 

"straight drink" with a less into1icating beverage. The belief was lhat this 

would minimtte lhe dangerous effects of alcohol upon the general 

population, upon the natives, and mitigate corruption and exploitation in the 

community.67 Many brewers considered the idea favorably. 

"Improvements. The new brewery of Messrs. Levy and 
Company is nearly finished. The inside matter is expected up from 
San Francisco by the Bark Delaware, now due. When it is completed, 
our citu.ens will then have two lager beer establishments to buck 
against."68 

63 l11t1Silb Tilllt,$, Vol. 1. No. 1. p. <f. 
64 TA,Silb Tilffs. Vol. 1. Ho. 1, p. 1. 
65 RudoJtGlaoz, T/J,J,n/11AIHricuA/6Sb 0167-1660) (Nn York: Dr.Rudolf 
Glao.z, 1953). p. 19. 
66 TA, Silb Ti.Ins, Vol. I. Ho. 1. p. • · 
6? Rudolf Glaoz, TJJ,J,nlDhNlri&a A.lab 0167-1660) (Nn York: Dr. Rudolf 
GJ&az, 1953), p. 19. ,. 
68 TA,SilbTUI#, Vo1. l.No. 1. 9. 4. 
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The A/1sku"imes, the successor to The Sil.kl Times, appeared on 

March 23. 1869, and continued to carry advertisements which described the 

lives. activities, and achievements of Jewish merchants. Merchants from 

outside the territory, particularly San Francisco, began to advertise in its 

columns. Moreover, the business world in the rest of the United States was 

beginning to take notice oft.he Alaskan market.69 Indicative of this 

awareness. is the first advertisement of Hutchinson, K.ohl, and Company. 

"Hutchinson. ~obl, & Co. keep always on hand at their Store. 
Kodiac, a large assortment of Dry Goods. Groceries, Hardware. Clothing, 
Boots, Shoes. Glass and Crockery Ware, also Dealers in all kinds of Furs 

Sam'l Sussman, General Manager, K.odiac, A. T."70 

Subsequent copies of the paper carried more commercial news items 

bought by businessmen to sing their praises. Concerning trading e1peditions: 

"Swed -- The Schooner General Harney, Capt. M. Levi, sailed 
from this port Last Monday bound up north. She takes along a fine 
assortment of goods suitable for the trade on the different islands. 
She will return here in about five months. after establishing two or 
tbre~ trading posts."71 

Items concerning importation: 

"New Goods. Tbe Steamer Active brought up a large supple of 
all kinds of usorted goods, for Samuel Storer, ~ead and Louthan, J, 
M. Manassa, Theodore Haltern. These gentlemen have an e1cellent 
assortment ct all goods needed and suitable for our martel These 
goods oou1d not have oome at a betwr time and we are pleased to note 
that the industry and enterprise ot these gentlemen bas not been 

69 Rudoic GJ&D.z, 111, ]Im la hmc.11 Al6sb (1667-1811J) (Nnr Yort: Dr. Rudolf 
G.l&DZ, 19'3l. p. 19. 
70 111, AJMa TDlla, March, 23. 1869. p. 3. 
71 TJJ,AJMa Tan, March, 30. 1869, p. 3. 
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without its reward. The merchants deserve our patronage as well as 
the praise of our citizens generally."72 

During this time. Isaac. Bergman. who had a small butcher shop. 

oocasionally supplied, now had a oonsistent supply. 

"City Market. Arrangements have been perfected for the 
receipt of by every steamer from British Columbia, Washington 
Territory, Oregon, California. of the finest stall fed cattle and the 
choicest kinds of vegetables which these oountries produce."73 

A brewery was also well established. 

'The Sitka Brewery. -- The immense quantity of beer leaving 
this brewery for places along the ooast tells will for the establishment. 
Very large quantities have left during the past week for Tongas. 
Wrangle, Stickine, Kodiac. and other trading posts. The fine qualitY. of 
beer supplied by the Sitka Brewery to our merchants and traders is 
very a-editable to Mr. Coben.'4 the indefatigable and hard working 
manager. He deserves success and is receiving it. Go on brewing your 
best, Mr. Cohen. you 're sure to prosper. Go ahead."75 

Old and new names of Jewish merchants appear in this founders· 

period of the territory, and tbe transfer of business ownership is common. 

"Sitka Brewery. -- Mr .. Rudolph, who owns one brewery here 
already, bought out Benjamin Levy's76 interest in the above brewery 
on the first of this month."77 

Mr. Levy, apparently, sought a larger tuk. 

72 T/J,A/ubTilus, Auaust.. 13. 1869.p. 3. 
73 n, ..Y&fb T/JNs, December. 11. 1&69. p. 3. 
74 As a poiAt of interest, Ulen is a Cohen lswid Yhich is O .1 mi. lona, off E shore of 
favorite ChlAJlel, l mi. NY of Point Stephens ud 16 ai. NY of Juneau. Coast Mts. 
Named by USC&GS ud pub1ished in 1893 on chari 8300. See Donald J. On.h, Diclio11ur of 
AlubPJ.nNUI# (Walli.n,ton: U.S. Gonmm.entPrintiJla Office. 1967). p. 229. 
,, 111, Nub n..s. May. 21. 1169. p. 3. 
76 Benjaai.n Lffy&llo spelled Lffi See &boTe, ch&9ter one ten ud note 32. 
77 111,Al#b Ti.t!l#,Febrvary 12.1810, p. 3. 
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"On a Visit. Mr. B. Levy, formerly of this city, has returned from 
San Francisco on the Schooner 6eoerv Bupoey, he being appointed 
the chief manager of Col. F. & G. Tittle's business up here in Alaska.~ 
Ben is well known, here and up north, and if he will only do half as 
well as we wish him, be is bound to make his pile in this Territory."73 

A later item on Mr. Levy reads: 

"At Kadiac we learn that Ben Levi is doing a heavy 
business."79 

The Ala1ta Herald 

The A/1si1 Herald began publication in March 1868, only su months 

alter Alaska became an American territory.SO It was edited half in English 

and half in Russian, and published in San Francisco by Agapius Honcharenko. 

a refugee from Tsarist Russia.81 Rudolf Glanz desaibe<l the publication this 

way: 

It combined, in a very clever way, so-called "original 
correspondence" from the Arctic regions with the advertising of the 
tradespeople -- for the greatest part Jewish. These businessmen 
already bad a clear view of their commercial interests in Alaska, or 
wanted only to uplore the market. Beside these items, details on the 
development of commerce with Alaska were published and 
correspondence from Russia. particularly news about the situation of 
Russian Jews, appeared in the paper. The veiled purpose was to give 
the paper a Russian-American atmosphere, complimentary at the 
same time to ,Jewish advertisers. All this, however. did not prevent 
the editors from writing in a way that 111umed as quite natural anti
.Jewish prejudice by the Russian population in Alasta.a2 

74 Ibid., p. 3. 
79 AlubH,n/d, Vol. 2, 1869/70, No. 39, p. 2. 
ao Rudolf Gtuz. 111, J,n hi b,ricu A.1Mb (Jl67-16IIJJ (Ne• Yort: Dr. Rudolf 
Gluz, 19'3), p. a. For a detailed e-ipluation of 111,A.IMbH6nltl, ,ee ,p. S-1'.5. Z7-+.. 
at Ibid .• pp. $-9. 
82 Ibid .. p . 9. 
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There were advertisements from firms in Washington territory. and 

British Columbia, but most were from Jewish firms in San Francisco.83 For 

instance: 

Jaeob Schreiber & Co .. ... Manufacturers .. . 8edd1na ..• 
Furniture S.f .8◄ 

A. Wasserman & Co., 425 Saaamento Street. San Francisoo. 
Liberal cash advances made upon all consignments to our house in 
London.as 

H. Liebes & Co .. manufacturers of Ladies Fur and Buggy Robes, 
129 Montgomery Street, . . . San Francisoo.86 

Weil & Co .. Importers of Cigars and Tobaax>.87 

There was one 187'4 advertisement for a trading post in Unalaska. vhicb 

listed a Mr. C. Sheinefeldt: 

C. SheinefeJdt remains in charge of C. J. Jansen's trading post.88 

The Aluk1 Herald also published "pep stories" to hype their 

advertisers and catch the attention of potential customers. 

Black Foxes. -- Anyone desiring to see some of the products of 
Alaska may be gratified by a visit to the enterprising firm of H. Liebes 
& Co .. at No. 129 Montgomery Street .. These gentlemen tiave lately 

33 Ibid .. J) . 9. 
&4 Tll,A.JaaH11nJd. VoJ. 1. No. J. 1868/69, 9. 7. 
85 Tll11AIMall,nJd, Vol. I. No. 10. 1868/69, p. 4. 

&6 11l11Alabl#nld. Vol. I. No. 13, 1868/69, p. 'f. 
&7 111,Alub&nld. Vol. 2. No. 29. 1869/70. 
&a Rudolf Glaoi, Tll, j,n bl hHricu AIMa f1167-JIIIJJ (Nw Yort: Dr. Rudolf 
Gl&Di, 1953). p. +f. 
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received from Alaska three Black Po1es vhich are exhibited in front of 
the store.a, 

We are informed that Messrs. A. Wasserman & Co. have 
purchased the clipper ship "Winger ArrO'fl" for the Sitka Trade, and 
that other vessels vill soon be ready to foUO'fl ber.90 

The Alm1 H~6/d also served as a principal source of criticism of the 

Alaska Commercial Company. According to Glanz, the unsuccessful bidders 

for the 1870 sealing concession, bankrolled the newspaper, among them, the 

above mentioned David Sbirpser and Louis Goldstone.91 In response to 

chatieS of misconduct. in 1875, the Tr_easury Department sent a special 

agent to check on the operations of the Alaska CommerciaJ Company.92 The 

company vas cleared of any vrong doing, but the allegations peaked 

Congressional curiosity. As a result, Congress, early in 1876, launched its 

own investigation.93 The committee called Mr. Robert Desty of San Francisco 

to testify. Mr. Desty told the committee that be bad done most of the writing 

vhich had attacked the company over the previous siI years.94 Desty 

admitted that his employees, most of vh9m had been unsuccessful bidders 

for the sealing concession, had given him source material and that the 

accusations of fraud, favoritism, and mistreatment d natives, made against 

the company vere untrue.95 

89 TA,Alub&nJtl, Vol. l , No. 12, 1868/69, p. 2. 
90 T/J,Alasb&nJd. Vol. 2. No. 1. 1868/69. 
91 Rudo tr Glaaz, n, .},n /11 bwrit:a AJub fll67-ll#J (New Yort: Dr. Rudolf 
Glaaz, 1953). p. 13. 

for aore i4fluuu&ory chuaes a,ainst the company. ,ee a pamphlet entitled. A 
l/ill(Jr,, of"'' rro11pof AJub. 
92 RudolfGluz. ·FroaFur Rush t.o Gold Rushes.· ,#11/m Slalls./6risll Histqri~ 
QIJumrly, juuary. 19". VoluJDe VII, Number 2, 9. 97. 
95 Ibid .. p. 97. 
91 Ibid .. J) , 97. 
9' lt,id., p. 97. See a11o B. B. Bancroft, lfistqqof ,4{nb t?}0-/16~ (New York: 
Antiquarian Pre,s L&.d., 1960). p9. 630-659. 



In 1887, AJfred P. Swineford, Governor of Alaska. attacked the 

company in his annual report. and made reference to the Jewish f aitb of the 

owners.96 After filing this report, Governor Swineford traveled to tbe 

Pribilof's and to several company trading posts. As a result, his 1888 annual 

report reflected a softening ol his view of the company.97 The first report, 

however, prompted another congressional investigation of the company, 

Once again tbe company was completely vindicated.98 The House Committee 

on Merchant Marine and Fisheries concluded, that the Alaska Commerctal 

Company had "fully performed the covenants and stipulations of said 

oontract" and "contributed liberally to the support. maintenance. comfort, 

and civilization ol Lbe inhabitants ol not only Lhe 9eal islands, but also those 

of the Aleutian Islands. todiat, and the rnaiolaod."99 

Mr. Louis Goldstone, who became a bitter enemy of the Alaska 

Commercial Company, after-it was awarded the seal-fur lease, did reconsider 

his position. Goldstone posted a letter to the Judiciary Committee of the 

House of Representatives. 

San Fra.ncil0o. cai.. Dec. 15. 1871 . 
HONORPl> SIR: During the last session m Conaress a memorial 

was prepared by the undersigned and anocia1es and presented to the 
House. and referred to your committee. in whidl it was alleged that 
the lease to the Alaska Commercial Company by the United States, for 
the islands <1 St Paul and St George, Alaska. August 3. 1870, was 
illegally obtained by said company from the Sea-etary of the Treasury. 
and·ought to have been awarded to the undersigned and associates. I 
now desire to witbdraw said memorial. The aJ.Jeaations contained 
therein. hlvina been made under a misapprebension oC facts, are 

96 lbid., p. 97. SeeaboL.D.Iitchener. flqOr.rl.J,Awt.t (SeaUle. 1~). p. 78. 
97 Ibid., p. 97. 
93 Ibid .. p. 98. .. 
99 Gen&le Mac.k, llraud//u.ad 6,ntJ, (.Nw Yod: Gert&aMact, 1953), p. }t. Set 
abo &u.bport,JIIJ, 50th CoA.,..., 2nd s..ion. ,,. •ii. Dill. 



tberef ore untrue. The undersigned. representing the memorialists. as 
an act of justice to the Sea-etary of the Treasury and all ooncerned, 
begs to withdraw all statements of oomplaint oontained in said 
memorial 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
LOUIS GOLDSTONE 

HON. john A. Bingham, Chairman Judiciary Committee House of 
Representatives, Washington, D. c.1 oo 

EARLY ATTIIIPTS AT JBWISR ORGANIZATIONAL LIFB IN ALAS[A 

Pioneer Jews who setUed in Alaska, had the best of intentions, though 

never attained the historic Jewish community organization of a tehillah.101 

The [ehillah was the basic unit of Jewish oommunal governance in medieval 

Europe. Jewish localities were granted autonomy by regional monarchs, to 

organite and a,sume responsibility for Jewish tuation, education, 

synagOQue. hospital, home for the aged. charity funds. and ransom funds.102 

As desaibed by fur agent Emil Teichm1;1111, in 1868, there wu a desire 

among Jewish pioneers to carry on religious activities and rituals, but they 

never reached an organizational level. Jews in Alaska, however, did gather 

privately to celebrate the Festivals and special occasions. As early as 1869, 

we find evidence in The He/Jrt!I', a Jewish newspaper out of San Francisoo. 

Jewish Affairs in Alaska. -- From a friend, Mr. L. captan who 
re,ldes in Sitka. Alaska. and is now on a visit to this city, we have 
reoeived the following notice about our oo-religionists in that town. 
There are fourteen Jewish residents among whom are four families, 
last Pesach they had Matzotbs sent them from this city, and kept a 

100 H.B. Bucroft, JlisllJryof Alab/7.JO-Jll~(Hn Yort: AJltiquariu Press Ltd., 
1960). p. 6-0. Seeabo 80U#{:QJ1U1Ufl#bports. HIil (:Q11p,ss. lstS#Sio11,623. p. 136. 
10 I Rud1Jtt61am. n,, ./Jim /11 AJHria.a A1Mb 0167-/11()) (Ne,r York: Dr. Rudolf 
GJam. 19'3). p. 3. 
102 IA tilt aiae&etatll ctatury, Yitll Lh• abolliioa of tile l,b•U.OS iA C.atnl Euro,-. 
,Je,risb •1f-1ovenuneAt ,ras reduced to supe"isiol &he pure_ty reliaious atfain of lbe 
YVious co-unities. 
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Zeider. They are well off, and intend shortly to organize a 
congregation. I 03 

There is no indication that Sitka's Jews were ever able to organize a 

congregation. The transformation from private associations for religious 

purposes into a legal organization, was still decades in the future. The 

organizational impediment was the lack of jews.10'4 To the disappointment 

of Jewish pioneers, Jewish immigration into Alaska did not meet 

e1pectations.105 This was a time of hope that others would come to help 

form communities. In that spirit. the Jews of Alaska kept up their contacts 

with Jewish communal life outside the territory. There was keen interest in 

Jewish affairs in the states south of Canada. For instance, in 1869. a Jewish 

subsaiber from Sitka wrote to The Hebrew in response to 'The 

Pbiladtlpbia Principles," which had been promulgated by a conference of 

Reform Rabbis:106 

I 03 1'110 &/Jnr. Su f rucisco. April 30. 1869. p . 1. 
l CM Thal Yould chua• Yi1h th• 1899 sold strib iA Nome. Alasta. Tbe first jffish 

-orauization ns es&ablllbed iA Nome iA 1901. Silty jns chanered the Nome Hebrew 
Benevolent Society. See al.lo "A Westera Picture Parade," ,6Sl6rD Stu,s j,rris/J 
Bist,orical~r/y. Vol.1111, No. l. October. 1980. p. •O. 
I 05 Ruclo.lf Glaa.z, lJ~ jrn ID bwricu bub fJl67-IIIOI (Ne,, Yort: Dr. Rudolf 
Glaa.z. 19'3>. p. ~ . 
I 06 The Philadelphia Principles were promulaaled by thineen Reform Rabbis •ho 
met there. for four days, iA NoTember 1869. The tnell priAcipln adopted by the 
conference •ere in&eocled to dilti.D1u.ish Reform Judaism from Onhoclox Judaism. for a 
ditcuilio11 of th.ii eollfennce ud its priac~ . ... llichuJ A. U.,.r. bs/Ja• Jo 
MotJ,mitT-· A 8-r,r of IA, bfora Mo,,. .. , iJI fa+• (Nw Yort: Olford 
U11iTersity Press, 1918), pp. Z,~260. 
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Let them know that there are Jews close to the North Pole. 
where fraotlin107 and his crew lost their Jives, who never will be 
converted, not even by the Jewish Rabbis themselves who held the 
above mentioned conference in Philadelphia. 

Very respectfully. A. Levy.10& 

. 
In the words of historian Rudolf Glanz, "this pathetic way of speaking 

corresponded to the feelings of these pioneers in Alaska, to their longing for 

deeper Jewish values .... " I 09 Many pioneer Jews hoped to bring whatever 

they could of Judaism with them, not to engage in a process of reforming it. 

There was not a sufficient concentration of pioneer Jews, nor was there time 

to think theologically about Judaism. These Jews observed holidays and 

rituals, whenever and wherever they could. Early Alaskan Jews did not live 

according to a strict observance of Jewish Jaw. The reasons were of 

practicality, not of theology. Jewish numbers were very sma.J.l. there were no 

organizations from which to receive daily support, therefore, each Jew made 

decisions based upon his own conscience. When these decisions differed 

from Jewish law. the motivations were personal, not the result of any 

overarching movement such as Reform Judaism. 

Jews in the states south of Canada. also desired to keep up contacts 

with their arctic brethren. The Jewish Press on the AUantic coast, wrote 

proudly of their AJutan Jewish pioneers : 

♦ 

I 07 hl lW. Sir Jou Frad1i.n came within ninety miles of compleuns the Northwest 
Pu.a•. before becoams btoc.ted by ice. Set B,nr, Y. Clark, lliMq Of A1lub (Nn 
Yort: The ~Milliao Coa,aay, 1930), p. ,0. SN allo Morau B. S.henrood, editor, 
A/ab Aad lb llalwy (SeaUle: Un.mnity of Wuhin,ton Pens, 196?). pp. 3C)-.f0. 
10& JJ,1/Hrrr. Saa Frucilco. juu.,.,. ?. 18?0. p. 4. 
I 09 Rudotr Glaaz. TII• j,n bJ b#ritu A1Mb f1867-1161JJ (Nn Yort: Dr. Rudolf 
Glanz, 1953). p. Z,. 

38 



There are Jews prospering in Alaska Territory. Last week we 
received a remjttance from our first Sitka subsaibers. One of them 
writes that cold, as is the region of our newly purchased possessions, 

' the Jews wish to be informed about the doings of the co-religionists 
and the JI~ will therefore be a weloome visitor.I to 

This pride was also oommitted to writing, (see p. 9 above) in the 1882 

obituary of Benjamin Levi, who was reputed to have ra.ised the American 

Flag in Sitka, thereby symbolically transferring Russian Alaska into 

American hands. 

Alfred Greenbaua 

Alfred Greenbaum was an early Gener-al Agent for the Alaska 

Commercial Company at Unalaska. In 1879. Mr. Greenbaum assisted Father 

Sha.ishnaoff in the establishment of a fund to build a hospital at 

Unalaska.I I I Moreover, he had talent and provided entertainment for the 

local residents. Prom hls oompany log book entrees, 112 we learn a great deal 

about the rigors of life on the island. The Company owned a building which 

stood three stores high. It held offices, living quarters. served as a meeting 

place. and was the center of business and social life at Unalaska. 

January 1-f, 1879: Entertained natives in the Company's 
building. Thote who attended were all in masks and costumes. 
Enjoyed dancing and everybody retired peacefully at IO o'clock p.m. 

January J 5, 1879: Snow continues to fall in great quantities. 
being with one eioeption, many years ago, the heaviest fall of snow in 

110 n, j,ris/J lla#lllU, Nn Yort, Volume ZS. 1870, p . • · 
111 n, }6Fisll "-111"- Hn Yort, Volume 21, 1870, p. 119. 
112 Ray Budlon. editor. A,opJ, 1¥111, ANulwl 1-.otls: A Profacl OJ' W.//11.JMb, City 
ScAOt>J /Jistria (Uaalub: Upetesta City School Dillrict.1916), pp. 119-121. This is tJle 
citation for ell of Mr. GrNabaua's Compt4y 101 boot eotnes. 
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the memory of the oldest people. Walking is almost impossible & in 
great many places insurmountable: 

March 8, 1879: As Sunday the 10th concludes the Russian 
Holidays I intend to entertain the natives in our new Hall with a dance 
tonight 6:30 p. m. People enjoyed them1etves h.igh.ty until 11 :30 p.m. 

April 13. 1879: The following notice was conspicuously placed 
in the Store in Runian: All persons are requested to settle accounts at 
least every 12 months. Persons whose debt has increased larger than 
the Agent deems them responsible for can onJy receive additional 
advance for hunting -- outfit -- A copy of this Notice will be placed on 
every Station & Traders are instructed to comply with same. 

April 26. 1879: Store opened today until noon on account of the 
Russian Easter services beginning this afternoon. 

The balance of Bachoff's Estate donated for the poor at Unalaska 
$29.50 & $20.50 conu-ibuted by the church for the same purpose, will 
be distributed this day to 76 families. which includes the entire 
settlement. all being destitute for the want of Provisions. The 
distribution to each family will consist as f oJ1ows: 1 pound Hard 
Bread, 3/ J 6 pound Tea, 1 /3 pound brown Sugar. 9 pounds flour. 

In other entrees, it is evident that Greenbaum did not hold the local AJeuu 

in high esteem. 

February 2. 1879: A steady heavy gate; This weather occasions 
much suffering among the thougbUess Natives. who won't embrace the 
opportunity to fish and hunt in good weather -- A good man always 
has enough and never need suffer. 

February 1<{. 1879: To relieve the mon.otony. the Church bell 
rang this morning summoning all piously inclined to devote a short 
time in smelling inoense & chanting some song which sounds in tbe 
distance. 

This unappreciative view of the Natives may, partly. have been the result 

of an earlier labor dilpute with them. 

March 28, 1878: Employed 18 men to clear the snow (.rom 
Plant Road & Wharf. I fed them at noon with such food as we eat. 



After 6 P.M. being time to quit work all the Laborers were invited to 
partake of a good Supper consisting of Pish Chowder, Bread & Tea. 
They came in the Company's building & one growler Cornelia Tshnjin _ 
induced &11 to refuse in eating on the pretense that the Soup was 
burned. They all left without touching any of the food, which I 
offered them, being influenced by a native. . . they (received} the 
usual pay for labor 1.00 per hour. Those very fools who refused to 
accept my hospitality came in the Store this day, demanding debt on 
top of their already heavy debts, which I refused in every case here 
mentioned. as the ingratitude which the people of this Island have 
repeatedly shown to the Company deprives (me of e1tending to an 
Aleut} the smallest courtesy or human treatment. To such beasts of 
semi-savages -- I cannot blame the Russians .in making Serfs of this 
people. I can speak of 5 years personal experience, & I came to the 
conclusion, that kind treatment & charity bas no gratitude from an 
Aleut, I sincerely believe if they are kept under stricter subjection, 
that they can only be made to realize their incapability of _being their 
own guardians. & thus in time may probably be redeemed as suitable 
members of civilization. In making this statement I refer to the 
average Aleut, there is certainly some few exceptions. who deserve of 
a better pedigree. 

Greenbaum resigned his position as General Agent for the Aluka Commercial 

Company and left for San Francisco on November 22, 1878.113 

Rudolph Neuaamt 

Rudolph Neumann arrived in Alaska on May 21, 1873.11'4 He came. as 

did many others, to work for the Alaska Commercial Company. Mr. 

Neumann worked at the Saint Michael station from 1873-1880. He came to 

Unatuka toon after Mr. Greenbaum left for San Prancieco. Neumann served 

u the General Agent for the Company in Unalaska, from Juty I 5. 1880, until 

his death on October 10, 1898. J 15 He respected the language and culture of 

- .. 

II 3 Ibid .. p . .121. 
114 Ibid., p. 123. 
115 lbid.J pp. 122-124. 



the Aleutian people, and it is reported that when white school teachers and 

missionaries wanted to acculturate the Aleuts, ~e supported Aleutian 

cultural and linauistic integrity. Isabel Shepard, an Aleut at Unalaska who 

met Neumann in 1889, testified to his decency. 

Mr. Neumann is the very soul of politeness. He treated me with 
tbe most unfailing courtesy and kindness all the time I was in 
Unalaska. He had been first at Saint Michael. then at Unalaska for 
over sateen years, spending onJy the summer season there, however, 
and the winter in San Francisco. He bas Jed a varied life and has 
traveled extensively over the world, beginning in his youth with 
adventures in New Zealand. Mr. Neumann is a Bavarian, and speaks 
many languages, and is especially fluent in Russian.f 16 

Mr. Neumann was also a man of considerable culture. for Ms. Shepard wrote, 

be played quite well Beethoven's sonatas on the oraanette. 

Re bad several brothers, two ol whom also worked for the Alaska 

Commercial Company: Henry at Saint Michael, and Emanuel in San 

francisoo.117 Neumann saw the heyday of sea otter hunti.na in the Aleutian 

Islands. and witnessed its decline. This caused him great concern, not only 

as an employee oC the Alaska Commercial Company, but as a fellow human 

being, disturbed by what he foresaw ror-the Aleutian people. In 1897, he 

wrote: 

The low prices prevailina in tbe London market and the 
constant and rapid decrease ol the sea-otters. has made that branch of 
the trade unprofitable and hu f oroed us to abandon, in this district 
(Unaluka], the following stations: Wometensky, Belkolsty, 
Morzhovoi. Sanat. Akutan. Biorka, Matusbin, [ubega, Tshernafsky, 
and Umnak. 

116 Ibid., p. 123. 
117 Ibid., p. 12◄. 
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The nauves or these ten settlements supported themselves 
entirely by hunting sea-otters, but. in consequence of the 
disappearance of these animils in the localities above mentioned, had 
to be transported in schooners during the last few years to the 
remaining sea-otter grounds in the vicinity of Kodiak Island, which 
now have, al10, ceased to be proCitable, and the people will eventually 
be forced to reJy on Government aid for their subsistence. I I& 

That is, d mune, what eventually transpired. 

Sol lipiuty 

Another notable Alaskan Jewish Pioneer was Sol Ripinsky. Born in 

Rypin. Poland. April 15, 1859, he was the oldest son of a rather well-to-do 

f amity.I 19 Mr. Ripinsky was educated at a military academy, and received 

fine training in painting, calligraphy, and drafting.120 Ripinsky graduated as 

a 2nd Lieutenant in the cavalry, but WIS disappointed to learn be WIS too 

young to join tbe Polish Lancers, so be decided to see the world.121 Be 

traveled through Shreveport. Louisiana; Sacramento, California.; and Salem, 

(xeaoo.122 In Oregon, Ripinsky joined the State Militia and rose to the rank 

d Lieutenant CoJoneL and from that time f crward, was known u "Colonel Sol 

Ripinsty."' 123 

111 1Nl. f . 125. 
119 Beraia Blooafield. "Col. Sol Ripinsty," tl,.ap,plioD &,llJ S/Jalo• IJuJJ«iD. Vol. 
ffl.No.7.lilla-d 1975.p. 3. 
121 Fli-hedt Hettia-,a. "MusiA1s froa the Sheldon Mu•um: Col. Sol Ripinsty." 
Qif&t ,..,_,.M,n, Vol II, Ho. -f6, DeceaberZZ. 1974, p. 7. 
121 hiW .. p. 7. S.. allO lfiniq ba,Lfl, )dy 30. 119f. "Miain1 Record" a,,-n to be a 
pu1ial tide. For further inf onution OA Sol lipiast, ud othen, .. ")ff, ill AJ&sta, 
I.Ile 8wake Bloo.Caeld Collection." at The Aaclaona• MU11um of Biltory ud Art 
UlnrJ. 
122 lumlf Glaaz. rrom Fur Rush to GoJdltusltes," ,6SIN'D Slalls,/,ris/J JiistJ,ricaJ 
Olarlr.lT. Ytl VII. No. 2. JIAUUJ 1915. ,,. 99-100. ,. 
12J ..,_a.Siem. Editor, • Aa Afutan J.eJmt- 1909 by Sol Ripinsty; ,_,m 
S-..}wia llillllrica/0,,.,-,.rJJr, Vol 11. lo. 1.0dober 1971. p . 56. 



He arrived in Sitka,121 in 1884, and worked as a law clerk to the U. S. 

Attorney, until Dr. Sheldon Jactson , the General Agent of Education, asked 

him to teach in the school at Kodiak.125 Jackson described Ripinsky as. 

a suitable man ... a Russian Hebrew, who had received a liberaJ 
European education and was recommended by a former 
superintendent of public instruction for the State of Oregon.126 

Jackson continued: 

He (Ripinsk.y) was so aniious to go that he was willing to take 
the risks of the trip in a small 10-ton sail boat. Being loaded with 
desks and other school supplies. the vessel sailed from Sitka on the 
7th of September I 188 5 J. 

On September 10, .. . the vessel sprang a leak in a storm. She 
was headed for land, and with great difficulty kept afloat. Mr. 
Ripinsk.y and the captain (the sole occupants) worked at the pumps 
day and night for llf e. until the vessel was finally driven through the 
breakers into Lisiansk.i Strait and beached. Pumping the water out 
and repairing the vessel as best they could, they again launched her 
with the purpose of trying to make tillisnoo.127 In the storm at sea 
while the waves were rolling over the deck. they had lost much of 
their provisions, which were washed overboard, and they were 
reduced to great straits by hunger. As the vessel continued to leak, 
they were compelled to work at the pumps. To add to their danger 
they were in unknown waters among strange rocks and in danger of 
being dubed to pieces. Finally, after sixteen days of battling with the 
elements and banging between life and death. they reached Killisnoo 
and were safe.128 

124 Sic.ta is oo the ,,.. side of Bltuof lsta.ad, 95 miles touth,rest of Juneau. The 
[ocli&t Island arou, lies ill the Gutt of AJuta, touth of Cool Inlet ud the [enai 
PeAiil1Ula. Th• city of Iocliat is located A ear the nonh..-.ra tip of Iocliat Island, at 
the no.rtJi e.nd of CllJDiat Bay. lodiat is approliaa&ety 700 ailts •est ot Sic.ta. 
125 Elisabeth ffattia.n, "Musin1s from the Sheldon Mu11um: C.ol. Sol Ri9i1lsty, • 
C/Jilbl Y.U,rll,n, Vol. II. No. -46, December 22, 1974, p. 7. 
126 Sheldon j&cbon. bportOIJ £duCMio11 IJJ 'A1ub (Wuhiil1ton: Goverlllllent 
Prinwi1 Office. 1116), p. 27. 
127 (illimoo is 75 miles by nt.er from Sitta. 

,. 

128 Sheldon j&cbon, bport OIJ £dualio11 ill Allsb (WuhiA1ton: GovenlJlleot 
Priotiil1 Office. 1S86), p. 1:/. 



After they unloaded the remainder of their supplies, the captain stayed to 

repair his vessel. lupinsky hired a canoe and its Tlingit owner, and the tw0 

of them paddled back to Sitka. He reached Sitka, just as the ship Boniu was 

leaving for western Alaska.•29 Tbe Boni11 was scheduled to dock in 

Unalaska,130 not K.odiak, but since Unalaska was also in need of a teacher, Dr. 

Sheldon Jackson changed Ripinsky's assignment to Unalaska.131 

At Unalaska, the Alaska Commercial Company provided for Ripinsky·s 

residence, but asked him to lake his meals elsewbere.132 He opened school. 

with ◄S pupils, 20 boys and 25 girls.133 Ripinsky taught the school in 

English on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, while the priest taught in 

Russian. on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.134 The priest may have 

been Father Salamatop, whom Ripinsky mentioned above (seep. ◄) and 

claimed a Jewish forefather from Bering's discovery voyage of 1741. 

The United States Commissioner at Unalaska, Mr. Chester Seeber, did 

not appreciate Ripinsky's talents, and desaibed him as "a very dangerous 

man."135 Mr. Rudolph Neumann, on the other band,, was impressed with 

Ripinsty. So much so, that in a letter to the Alaska Commercial Company, 

Mr. Neumann wrote: 

129 EUwbe&h Battiata, ·Musiaas from the Sheldon Museum: Cot. Sol Ripiosty ," 
C/Jilbt Y.0.T N,n, Vol. a. No. 46, December 22, 197•. p. 7. 
130 Unalut.a is localed on Unalaska ls1ud. Yhkh is in the Aleutian Islands 
appnwma&ely 600 ailes Yett of (odiat. 
131 FJi•beth Baktioen. ·Musio1s from the SheldoA Museum: Col. So1Ripiosty,M 
CJuJbl Y.0-T N,n, Vol. [I, No. 46, December 22, 197◄, p. 7. 
132 Ray Bud:ton, editor. AlopJ,tYn,A1tnJtiu /-.ad.,: AProj,c10fn11Uaal#bCJ'I}' 
Sdlool IJistricl <Un•lub: Unalaska City School l>iltrict. 1986). p. 171 . 
an Ibid., p. 171. 
134 Ibid .• p . 171. 
135 Ibid., p . 171. 
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... during rus stay here be has behaved himself weu and 
minded his own business. . .. honest. willing, and trustworthy ... _ 136 

The Company subsequently offered IUpinsky a job at the station on the 

Kuskokwim.137 He declined, however, and transferred to Hainesl38 to teach 

in the "Old Log School" for two years, 1886 and 1887.139 

During the summer he was hired by the United States Navy to hand

map the area. This was a risky proposition, for near Davidson Glacier, there 

recently had been trouble between the Tlingit Indians and White settlers.tito 

IUpinsky, ever willing to take risks, accepted the challenge. Before dropping 

off IUpinsky on shore. the Naval Commander told the Tli.ngits that if he 

returned and did not find IUpinsty alive and well, be would destroy their 

village. • ◄ • To illustrate his point, the ship disembarked, fired upon, and 

destroyed an abandoned beach shack. I ◄2 The message was received, loud 

and clear, for as IUpinsky loved to tell: 

156 fbjd., 9. 172. 
137 Ibid .. p. 172. Tbe [ustotwim Riv-er has its ,ource ill three forts I.hat rise on Lile 
,res&ern slopes of the amt AJasta Ranae. It flo,rs ill a ,rnterJy dinction from the 
mountains &o the Berin1 Sea. It is the ,econd J.ar1ett ri•er in Alaska (Yuton is Lile 
J.ar1ett) ud isn&Ti1abte for .ome fiTe hundred miles. See Apes Rush Burr, Absb.· 
fAu-IJMuli/WNortlJludofOJ,JJOrtuDit}' (Botton: The Paae Compaay. 1919). 99. 212-213. 

• I 38 BaiAes ii ZOO miles by ,,.r north of Sitt&. It is 16 JDiles by ,,.r ,outhYest of 
Stapay, but 3'9 road lllil11. Ori1inally. it,,... u Ituliaa Yillqe called · Dtebshub • 
mean.in1 "end of the tnil." It YU• tndin1 post for boLh the Chilbt ud Interior 
IAdiaat. The rust •hit.e mu &o 11Ul1 then ,ru Geor1• DictiAtoD, u .. ,nt for the 
Horth,rett Tndln1 Compaay, •bo came &o Lhe post iD 1&18. IA last. a Presbyterian 
missionary. S. Ball You.as, founded the Willard Million, the .auae of,rhich was later 
cJwi1ed &o Bai.Des Mission. 
U9 Eliabeth B&ttia$Jl, ~uusiAp from the Sheldon Muteua: Col. Sol Ripillsty.M 
C/Jilbl Y.U,y 8-n. Vol. II, Ho. '46, December 22, 197,t p.a. 
l◄O Ibid .• p.S. 
141 Ibid., 9.8. 
l-f2 Ibid .. p.S. 



Every time I'd rov down the channel. there was a canoe-load of 
native men following me to be sure I got back safely11 ◄3 

In actuality. Mr. Ripinsky had cordial and respectful relations with the· 

Native People of the area. He worked with them in the cannery stores, and 

later, traded with them in bis store. •◄◄ From 1887-1890, Ripinsky worked 

as storekeeper for the Alaska Packers Association, at their Pyramid Harbor 

cannery. 1◄5 He then moved across the inlet and. simultaneously, worked for 

the Chil.kat Canning Company, ran his own small trading post, and was 

Postmaster at Chilkat. 1 ◄6 He remained the Postmaster until 1899. 

During this time, Sol Ripinsky moved his store from Chilkat to nearby 

Haines. Prom 1897 until late in the summer of 1899, his brother Morris 

Ripin147 came up from San Francisco with his wife and daughter, to take 

over store operations.14& Gold was found in the Klondike, Yukon Territory, 

late in the season 1896. lo the following summer, 1897, thousands made 

their way lhrouJb Haines and Skqwayt49 to take part in the tlondike 

stampede. The Ripins ran the store and did well during these boom years. 

143 lbjd,, p.8. 
I ◄◄ Ibid .. p.8. 
I_., Ibid .. p.8. 
1 ◄6 Ibid .. p.8, 
147 Accordi.o1 to EJililbeth 8attiaen. Sol Ripinsty Mid that ht ud hu brother had 
d.iflerent nl.lllts becau,e it YU the custom in Poiaod, at &hat time, for the oldest ,on to 
add ·sty• to his J1&1De. EUNbeUl RatkiMn, "Musinas from th• Sheldon Mu,eum: Col. 
Sol Ripinsty," Cltilbl YMIIT N,rn. Vol. II. No. -46. December 22. 197-f. p. 8. 
1◄8 From a leU.erYriU.en by Marioa C.0,,111. ,nadaephe,r of Sot Ripiilsty,-to Berruce 
Bloomfield. Auaust 20. 1971. Beraice Bloomfield Collection. Anchon.,e Mu,eum of 
History ud Art Library, Bo1 A. File Folder 24'. 
1-49 Stq,,ay YU one of the princi,al deJMl,'1Un points for th• YutoA 101d fields. 
Maay mi.Den purchued their out.rut ud supplies there before &telliDI north. When 
th• fint ••utan IIYld Yutoa blllilless directory ,ras issued in 1903. it lil&ed over a dozen 
Je,risb Jll.lllts in a popuJa&ion of 1...00. They ,rere enpaecl in dry 1oods. restaurant. 
nu Nta&e ud other bu•••-■. Then wu a ausiciaa, ud a i,ublic achoo! teacher. 
Mn. lfaaie Rnenbtr1. SM ludolt GJaaz. "from Fur Rulb to GoJd lushes; ~dim 
Slal#Jn,ia Bi•rical/)ul.r#rq, Vol. VII, Ho. 2, jaauary 1915, p. 103. 
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In 1920, shortly before Morris Ripins death, Sol Ripinsky bought back the 

business.150 Morris was a Civil War Veteran, and is buried, along with his 

wife in a Military Cemeter-y in Sitka.•~• 

Ripinsky served as the United States Commissioner in Haines for 

several years, he was active in the Pioneers of Alaska, was a thirty-second 

degree Mason, and held other t.erritory-wide positions.152 He was also a 

large land owner, which ran him into legal difficulties. Beginning in 1897, 

Col. Ripinsky requested the removal from his land of people he called , 

"squatters." t5, It was a lengthy and expensive legal process, with many 

decisions, appeals, and reversals. The ldiurod Pioneer reported one of the 

reversals this way: 

Skagway. Jan. 12. 1911 -- A cablegram from the clerk of the 
Appellate court at San Francisco brought word that in the case of 
Ripinsky vs. Haines town-lot holders, that the court had reversed the 
decision oC the lover court and given deaee to Col. Ripinsky. This 
gives to him title to 15 aaes of land in the heart oC Baines and the 
right to collect for siJ years· rental on that portion of the land 
wrongfully occupied. 

This verdict makes Mr. Ripinsky, who is a highly respected 
. . h 15i pioneer. a nc man .. . . 

The final verdict, however, was rendered in January of 1913, giving him title 

to only his house and his garden (Lot 27, Block 1, Haines Tovnsite).155 

150 Diwbetb Battioen, ·11usiA1s from the Sheldon Mu,eum: C.01. Sol Ripuis.ty,· 
Cllilbl Y~, l#n, Vol. II. No. <t6, December 22, 1974. p. 3. 
l5l Bentlee Bloom.field Collection, Aochora,e Mu,eum of His&ory ud Art Ubn.ry. Bo1 
A. File Folder 24. 
152 Elillhetb Kattinen, "MusiA1s from the Sheldon Mu1eum: C.01. Sol Ripuisty.H 
C/1.ilbl Y6.INTIMn. Vol. II. Ho. <t6, Deceaber22. 1974, p. 8. 
153 Ibid., p.a. 
151 T11,ldiarod/Jio11#r, february 11, 1911. , 
1'5 FJillbttb Battinen. ·11uup fro■ the Sheldon Mu1eum: C.01. Sol Ripinsty: 
Cllilbl J'~T l#n, Vol. II. Ho. <t6, Deceaber 22. 197◄, p.a. 



Ripinsky had e1pected to hold a much greater area, up to 600 acres,-but 

none of his claims proved persuasive,156 The years of litigation encted a 

heavy financial toll upon Ripinsky, most of the $50,000 he had brought to 

America was depleted.157 This left him near poverty. 

On the political front, Ripinsky was among the men who sought 

Alaskan representation in Congress, also known as Home Rule. He was 

elected Lbe delegate, from the Haines district, to the territorial convention 

convened in Juneau, October 9, 1899.15& Ripinsky, in fact, introduced the 

resolution requesting territorial government for Alaska. He spoke to the 

assembly: 

Resolved. That the committee on civil government be and is 
hereby instructed to prepare and report to this convention a memorial 
to Congress respectlully asking and urging the enactment of a law 
a-eating a territorial form of government for Alaska on such lines as to 
the committee may seem most e1pedient and proper.159 

This request was made several times, but did not become a reality until 

1912. 

Ripinsky's financial worth may have declined, but not his human 

worth to the residents of Haines, they twice e1ectedl60 him mayor, the first 

time in 1916.161 He died in 1927 and vu buried in Haines in a service 

156 Ibid., pp. S-9. 
157 Ibid., p. 9. 
158 Ber1lice Blooafield. "Col. Sot Ripi1lsty." O,a1nplio.a JJ,IIJ Slla/0.111 /JuJNli.a . Vol. 
IVJ. No. S. April 197'. p . .f. 
1'9 Eli•bet1' BattioeA, "MusiJl1s from. the SheldoA Mu11um.: Col. Sot Ripi1lsty," 
Cllifbl Y.U,y 6'n. Vol II. No.~ . December 22, 1974, p. 10. 
160 Bernice Bloom.field Collection. AAchora,e Mu11um. of Biscory aa.d Art Library. Bo1 
A. File Folder 24. " 
161 Norton B. Stern. f.dilot. "AA Alutla leport- 1909 by Sol Ripi1lsty; ,6Sl4ra 
S/111#.J,ris/J 8-riaJ()w.m,rly, Vol II, No. 1. October 1978. p. '6. 



performed by the Masonic Lodge.162 There are those who say Ripinsky was 

buried in an unmarked grave on the mountain,163 later to be named Mount 

Ripinski. I 64 

162 Eliwbetb. BattiM11. •11uu1s from the.Sheldon Mu,eum: Cot. Sol Ripinsty.N 
CltilbJ Y.U.y 11,,n, Vol. JI. Ho. 46, December 22. 197-4. p. 9. 
165 Nathu I.inb. teUer to Co11,n1lilon Beth SJl&loa. June ZO. 1971. Bernice 
Bloom.field Collection. Ancb.oraae Mu,eum of lliluey ud Art library. Bo1 A. 
File Folder 2-4. 
164 MountRipiuti ,ru umed for Col. Soloaoa Ripinsty. This mountain. swidiJl1 
3600 majnt.ic fMt. ii 15 awn SY of S.ta,,,ay. ua th• Saint Eliu Rua• OD lb.• Cbiltat 
Peninsula. 

Th• mountaia is aua..S Ripuaw,, a1thoup ,,. bun, it should be Ripinm, 
Som.one, •mnhen, chu1..S the ·r to a·,· aad it ha beta spell..S Ripuasti ner 
since. 

Cot. Rii,iAlti is a1IO aeaorialized on a p.laque at Th• Sheldon Museum ud 
Cul&unJ C.ater ua llaian. 
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CBAPTBITDD 

ROIi FD IUSB TO GOU IUSBES AD TBE IISCOftlY « JU)IEAU -- Tile 
.... rt Gelu&eia faaily -- t•• If ilU•- DBW Gn• faaily H ET•l'll'N• 
c.a.a.r, -- TD D.ODIU GOU IOSB: ·••so• CITY. TIJl'.O• TEIIITOaf 
- TBE •o• GOU S1Ull .AD AUS:t&·s FIRST JR(SB OIIG.UlliTIO• -
Tia• •••• ·••nw ••ne•••t S.ci•ty -- n. LN S.i-•T•r1 f aaily --
f A■IAHS -- TD AUSU 1411 IOAD. 11IE ESTOLISIIIIEIIT Of 
.UCBClliGE. AD m ,JEWISB PICJlffti - Lee .... kTi• -
Ia•n •tt•• layln - Zac.laar, J. Leaaaac 

PIOM PUI IUSB TO GOLD IUSBBS AND TD Dlsa>VDJ OF jUNIAU 

In 1869, during the fur-trade boom. the Alaska Commercial 

Company's steamer navigated the Yukon River to establish a fur-trading post 

at Nulato.• The company soon founded other posts to attract natives to trade 

their furs for equipment and provisions. By openina the interior to trade, 

the company inadvertenUy provided the means by which Alaska's economic 

base wouJd soon change from furs to gold. ·Many of these early traders were 

"transitional figures:· in u much as some of them doubled as traders for the 

company and prospectors in the Yuk.on River Valley.2 

The first gold strike occurred in 1880, not in the Yukon Valley, but at 

Juneau. However, the events that led to the founding d Harrisburg, later 

called Rockwell, and still later caUed Juneau, might be said to have started in 
' . 

18.f8 with the discovery of aoJd in northern C&lifornia.3 A!asta historian 

Robert De Armond e1plains: 

I Yilliaa R. Buat. ~ -A 8i~111#11JUIJ lli#oq (Ne,, York: W.W. Nortoa &Co .• lac., 
1976), J). '9. 
2 Ibid .. p . '9. 
3 BobDeAraoad, ·AadATowA Grew; n,~SJJ01mMO.Au1u•. 1960, i , 3.C. n:. 

· 101d YU diNonnd JuUIIY 2-t l&O, by.,._ ManhaU o.n the South Fort of tile 
Aaericu Iner. 
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The resulting gold rush developed a new class or men in the 
West, the prospectOrs and miners. As the richer California diggings 
played out many or these men moved out to search the West for more. 
Some or them headed north, first to the Fraser River◄ and Cariboo 
country, then to the Cassiar in northern British Columbia where 
discoveries were first made in 1874. 

Hundreds of men came north to the Cassiar and many of them 
wintered at W range 11. on the Alaskan coast. During the off season 
they did some prospecting along the coast and in 1876 discovered gold 
on Shuck River, at Windham Bay. This was the first paying discovery 
in Alaska. In 1879, there was another minor discovery, at Silver Bay, 
near Sitka. This drew George Pilz and others from California and other 
gold fields and about a hundred Cassiar miners from Wrangell, among 
them Joe Juneau and Richard Harris.5 

In September 1880, George Pilz hlred Joe Juneau and Richard Harris to 

prospect the land on the Gastineau Channel. Juneau and Harris arrived on 

the channel and discovered placer6 gold and quartz, near the mouth of what 

is now called Gold Creet.7 They staked the first claims at the mouth of Gold 

Creek on October 4, 1880, and proceeded up the creek, staking claims as they 

e1plored its banks.8 On October 18, the thirteenth anniversary of the 

transfer of the territory from Russia to the United Si.tes, they staked a 160-

acre townsite which they named Harrisburg.9 A boom town of 

appro1imately three hundred people devejt>ped by the end ci 1881.1 o 

• For additional ioforaa&iOA ol lh• 18~ Fruer Rffer 101d rush ud }ffish 
prospectors. aee Nonua B. S&em. Editor. • A Yes&em Cuadiaa Report of la~; rtlSl6m 
St.1#./,rilll lmtlJricaJq,.,,,,ri,, Vol. II. No. 1, October 1976, pp. 63-6,. 
5 Bob De AnDond, • Aad A TOYn Gn,r," TJ, Alam S,ormw,. Au,u,t, 1960. p9. 3.f--3,. 
6 Placer aoJd is reconred Uu'Oup pJ&cer ain1Jl1. Piacer a1A1n1 iJlYolvn obtautllll 
10Jcl by USUll ,,.._r lo Yuh the lOil. Colltdi.nl Ult ,oil ud W'Ulwll it innlns the 
u,e of hepy hydraulic equii,■ent, dnqes, sluice boDI. ud PIAIWll- See. Gamet 
Buqut, ~-ol'~Millia1 (LIAaley, British Coluabia: Mr. Pa,ttbaek, 1913). 
7 Bob DeAraond. "Aad A TOYD Gtn'," n, A/amSJJOJ'tau. Ausust. 1960. p, 3-f. 
3 Ibid., i,. 3't. 
9 Ibid .• p . 34. 
10 Ibid., p. 35. 
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As early as the summer of 1880, twenty men traveled from Sitka to 

the head of the Lynn Canal (Skagway), and crossed the elevation of land, 

later known to thousands of miners as the Chilkoot Pass, on their way to the 

headwaters of the Yukon. 11 Reportedly, none struck it rich, but some found 

enough gold to begin annual visits to the Yukon. Many of them settled in 

Juneau during the winters. In 1887, they discovered the Fortymile, the first 

real gold find in the Yukon Valley .12 A few years later in 18 9 3, they 

discovered gold at Birch Creek. 2◄0 miles down the Yukon River from 

Portymile. which Jed to the building of Circle City, the interior's first gold 

town.13 

The Robert Gold1teia Faaily 

The first Jewish residents in Juneau were Reuben {Robert) Goldstein 

and his son Charles, who arrived in 1884/5.I◄ Tbeywere not, however. the 

first Jewish land c.laimants in Juneau. That distinction belongs to Samuel 

Goldstein -- no relation to Robert -- who was in Sitka as early as May 

1869.1' Goldstein operated a general store in Sitka.16 His advertisement 

appeared in Tlw Al•s.t1 Appeal: 

11 Ibid., p. 36. 
12 [bid., p. 36, 
13 Williaa R. Hunt. Alab.· A 8i~11t.1111ial llisll,17 (NIY York: W. W. Non.on & Co .. 
Iae .. 1976), p. 60. 
1-t 111,IJaily 4farba Elllpin. Juneau, Vol. LV., .No. 82'0, Nonmber 3. 1939. p. 1. 
15 Robert N. De Anaond, 11J,FtNJ11tlialt¥ fe.11,,.,, (Juneau: Guwleau Chunel 
Centell.lli&l Allociation, 1980). 1, 160. 
16 .,.,,.. ..,.,.. Yell thoul,bt of iD Sitt.a. Reverend Sheldon jacbon. a m..iaionary spoke 
.respecU\11JyabouUlr. Cohen, ·ap,rbo tee,s a score: See RudolfGtuz. 111,,/ltnla 
.uwricu .41ab (1167-168()) (NIY York: Dr. Rudolf GJaaz, 1953), p. 45. ha C. L. 
Andnnrs, 111, Sloq of Silb (Seaule. 1922). p. 85. the author Yritet ·Uiere are JUAY 
A .... Yell bOYA iJl A.luta by th• '01cl Tlaen,· u : . , . A. Collea, Mill P. C61leA, Mill B. 
Co!au. D. Acbrm, l. C.,INI . .. : Additional ldnrt&leaenll iA April 4. 1879 111• 
AJ#bAppM/ read: "BenryTbeiD, Groceries and 1eneral ••rcbudile, Sitta. AJasta.• 
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Sam ·1 Goldstein. Dealers in Groceries. dry goods and hardware. 
Sitka. Alaska.•' 

During the Cassiar rush be moved to Wrqe1J,13 but soon he returned to 

Sitka. On December 8, 1880, a claim was entered for Samuel Goldstein at the 

corner of Se<X>nd and Seward Streets. which is by coincidence the 

appro1imate site of the present Goldstein Building (built by Charles in 1913-

191 ◄). 1 9 Samuel Goldstein let the land claim lapse, however. and never 

resided in Juneau.20 

Robert Goldstein was born in Russia in 1831. He left as a child to find 

work in the fur markets of London.21 Sometime afterward. he traveled to 

Canada to ply his aaft. Robert married Anna and together they raised eight 

"ProTisioAs. Dry Goods ud lluchrve. Cheap for Cash. Lazar Caplu. Sir.ta. Alasb." IJl 
the July 1879 issue: "A. Cohen. Dealer in General Morchudile. Sir.ta, AJuta: -
17 11J,AlubApPMJ, April6, 1879. 
I& Fort Yru1ell ii three hundred thirty ailn toutheutof Sitb. Ahne in chapter 
one, aote 32, Wru10U a,,ean in reference to Beojaaill Lny. Mnrti,e .. ot, for 
,Jffilh OTlled atablisluDents appeared in TJ, Alub~}IMI. April 6, 1879: "Bernheim 
& Man, dealers in General mercbudile, Wru1eU. AJuta." • J, Fro!uau. Ptffisions 
ud General lferchudile, Sold Ch-., for Cash, Wru1ell. AJuta." And in the July 1879 
issue: "Benjaain Lffy, Dealers in GeGeral lferchudile aad lfinin1 Goods. Wru1ell. 
Alasta." 

IA the September 11. 1916. hcAo.r,v.JclT TiJll#ltC«Ji h.J«PioJJt1t1r. u 
internti.n1 obituary appeared. "MRS. SAlfUELIOHN, PIOHED Al.ASIA WOMAN JS DEAD. 
(jwleau Dilpa&cb) Mrs. S..uel (ohn. a pioneer ,roau of the north, died al the 
1onnuaeJtt hospital al 2 p. • ·· today, the rault of cucer froa Yhlch she bad been a 
sufferer for 11»ae aonth,. Mrs. (ohll TU born al Y ru1ell ,Z years a,o, ud TU a 
piooNr ,roau of th• Aorth, llwin1 uAcoaplainioat,, the hardships of earlier days 
Tith her hutbud. She YU hiahJy rnpedecl by all no be,r her. " 

Tb• obituary datN her birth in l&M. thne yean before the tnufer of~ 
f roa Rum to the United Staaet. After the tnuf er cenaoay iJl 1867, Beojaaill Lff l 
TU re,oned to hffe 1ooe to Wruaell to open a 1eoeral llore. Then is oo 11»urce 
material to uidica&e that je,rs liffd in Wran1•ll before 1867. Mrs. Saauet Ioho may 
ban been aa Al11ha Al&Cn Tho aarried Saauel Iohll in Yru1eU. 
19 Robert H. DI Anaoad. n,FtHJJJtliJllt¥' >,JJMU _(Juneau: GuU.neau CbaaAe1 
C..otema.ial Aaoc.iatioa, 1980). p. 160. 
20 Ibid., p. 160. ,. 
21 S&aacon B. Pauy, "juaeau'1 teadin1 lady recalls adYeo&ure11»ae beai,ooin1s." 111, 
S.. Tia#, Suaclay, March 23, 1980, p. D I. 



children. Goldstein was persuaded to invest in a salmon-saltery on the 

Saaamento River which failed and left him broke.22 Belle Goldstein, the 

youngest of the eight children, recalls her father telling her mother, "we've 

been hearing stories about wonderful furs in Alaska, I think we should go 

there."23 So in 1883. at the age of 52. Robert journeyed with his 14 year old 

son Charles to the new gold camp of June-au. Anna Goldstein soon followed 

with the rest of the family. 

Goldstein became the first fur trader in Juneau.21 Re built a trading 

post on the beach of Gastineau Channel presently occupied by South Franklin 

Street. The family lived on the second floor of the building. Belle25 

remembers Indian traders, who arrived in canoes stacked high with furs -

fox, sable, beaver, mink, marten, and an oocasional fur seal. Robert Goldstein 

traded with the fling.it Indians; Haidas Indians, who canoed hundreds of 

miles north from British Columbia; and those who Jived in the Stikine River 

country. 

The post issued tickets in exchange for furs. in denominations no 

smaller than S 1.00. The tickets were then tendered to purchase goods in 

Goldstein's store. No a-edit was given, with the exception of 'old-timers' who 

were known to be responsible. Goldstein also outfitted gold prospectors. In 

Belle's words. "hf! grubstaked26 everybody that came along."27 

22 Ibid .. p. D l. 
23 Ibid., p. D t. 
M Tom Loeb. "Gr1bteet;a1 the Gnat Laad," 111, GrNl lu"'1r SlJOJ'Jlllll N,,n, 
A.achon,e. Alub. Vol 10, Ho. 30. July 26. 1978. p. 2. 
25 Born BeJJaGoldllleill, she oner lited the IWU, ud preferred callill1 henelf Belle. 
26 To ,robate is to outfit a prospector on condition of patticipati.n& i.D the profits of 
his dilcoYeriN. 
'Z7 Toa Loeb. "Gr1bll•t;o1 the Gnat Lud," 111, GrMt lu"'1r SAOJ'Jlllll N,,n, 
Allchorqe. Alalta. Vol. 10. No. 30. July 26, 1978. p. 2. 
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One of Belle's favorite stories reoounts b~w. at the age of two, she was 

stolen by Inwans.28 Luckily, her parents noticed in a timely fuhion, and 

were able to overtake the Indians' canoes. The Indians claimed Belle had 

hidden in one of the canoes. Sbe bad a different e1planation, simply put, the 

Indians "loved white children, especially with curly bair."29 

During the lditarod30 goJd rush, one of the older brothers. Isidore,31 

joined in the prospecting. One year, Belle and her sister Minnie decided to 

visit Isidore. After a long and arduous journey, they arrived. There in 

lditarod, Belle met her future husband, Robert W. Simpson,32 whom she 

married in 191 ◄. She was a very astute businesswoman. She was artist 

Sydney Laurence's first promoter in Ala.ska. Belle ran a very suocessful gift 

shop called The Nugget. In 1946, she built the Simpson Building, a two-story 

28 fbid., p. 2. This story YU abo corroborated durina discussions Yit.h Sia&e Supreme 
Court justice Jay Rabinnitz. in Fairbants, Alut.a, Au1ust S. 1990. 
29 Ibid., p. 2. 
30 Gold YU disconred. December 2'. 1908. in ldi&arod, by tTO prospectors: W. A. 
Dittau ud john BN&oa. They stl'Uct 101d oo OU.r Creek, a tribu&ary of lh• 
BaidiW'Od River. See. TA• ar.t J,ud,r: S/JoppiD1 N,,n Ir SourdDJ/111 S.v.r Cassifi"1$ 
Allchoraa,. A1ut.a. Vol. 11, No. 9, F,brvary, 21, 1919. Btraic, Blooafitld Coll,clioii. 
Ailchoraae Muleua of History ud Art Libraty, Bo1 D, File Folder 40. 

Th• ldiwod Nu,,w ne,rspa,.r, October 19, 1910, provides nidence th.at a 
si2ab1e auaber of jffs ,cam,eded tbere. 

"YOM I.IPPUR DULY OBSDtVED The lreal Jnish fut day, Yoa I.ippur, or 
I.he Day of Atonement, beau on Wednnday nenin1 auundOYn, ud ended on 
Thunday ffelWll at tun•t. Sen-ices appropriate to the ...-.at ,rere held on Wednnday 
nenin1 ud on Thunday aomill1 iA IIUCS Bros. & Co.'utore. ltuc: Baylis (Bayles) 
IC1.i.D.1 u rabbi. Both 1emces .. ,.. lu1ely auesultd by t.be jffish residents of lhe 
city." 
3 • Golds&eiA -ns AOt a detenained prospector, he ,,.. 1 busine911UA .. Be opeaed 
· 111doreGolduiA, Ladiesud llensFuniishin,s: In lheOctobtr 19, 1910, ldiwod 
Nu#PI, ,re fmd th.ii adnrtiJeaent: ·20 Per r.ent. 20 Per r.ent. For ten days oaly, oa all 
ladies' 1oods. includi.D1 leather ud felt thoa, aGoldaiA's, Finl &Te." For a ,ronderful 
pimare of hit store front in lditarod, 119, ·City Sets Louaac Day To BoAor 
Phi.luthnpist,• bdJonv-D,iJT TUii#, July 10, 1962, p. 6. The plman a1IO sho,rs: 
"Imes Brothen," Yllich lb Bayles ■■n .. ed; "City Dru1 Store," o,,oed ud operated by 
Zachar, LoU1111C; ud..,_rt SiaJ,lon •11a&cbe1hr, Ulll'ffilll," Sia,-n -ns a non-
jn. ~ 

32 Sia,-n •• ltore ,ru only lYo buildinp u.s, lht IU'Nt from her broth.tr'• store. 
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poured amaete structure which still stands today. Interestingly, it stands 

nert to her brother Charles' building on Seward Street. 

There is very little in the sources to indicate that she considered 

herself much of a Jewess. In a 1955 publication of notable Alaskans, she 

listed herself a member of the Presbyterian Church.33 But in one newspaper 

clipping, commemorating Juneau's First Bar Mitzvah, it reads "Belle Simpson, 

the first Jewish woman to be born in Juneau."3'1 

Belle, Charles, and Isidore were the only family members for which 

biographical information was available. Charles was born in London, England 

in 1869. In 1883. he entered Alaska, at the age of 14, with his father, but 

the family moved to Saaamento shortly thereafter.35 To illustrate bow 

influential the Goldstein's were in Juneau, note the following front page 

article from Tlle Daily Al6sru Rl!rvd of November 3, 1939. 

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY IS HAPPI~ T ALB 
"Don't Fight" Is Sea-et duoldstein's Married Bliss 

Tomorrow's Golden Wedding anniversary of Juneau's most 
prominent pioneer couple, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Goldstein. bu every 
element required of a story written in childhood -- endurina love, 
happiness, suooeas, and admirable position in the community. 

In the year 1883, when California iuelf was still strugling in 
frontier progress, "Laura" and "Charlie" sat aaoss from each other in 
their eighth grade schoolroom. 

33 F.daoad C. Jeffery. Editor. AJiu:a - ,Ao s &,n, ,1u1'1 JJoiD1, ,Ao 's DtJi4I ii -- '"~ 
(Ancbora,e: Tb• Jeffery Publilhm1 Company, 19',>, p. 177. 
3-f ~ SwlAMltA/ublillpin, Juneau, AJuta. Monday, llay26, 197'. Tbe C99tion for 
&he picture t'Ndl. ·JUNEAU'S FIRST BAR IOTZVAB-- Thirteen-year old AJaa Gross 
became Juneau's r1t1t bu lllitffah, or ',on of dle lff .' Sa&urday in iDilia&or, s,aa,01ue 
ceremonies held in dle Gold Rooa of dle Buuof Hotel. Pictured on bil rilbt an bis 
parents, ATrum aad Sheri Oms; on bil left an Belle Sims,,on, dle r1t1t Jeyisb YOmaa 
born in ju.Deau. aadlMbi Morris S.nl!eeo ~rs.. Frucilco, Yho holds dl• Tonh 
Crom Yhich Alu t'Nd Bel,re,r 1eriptun for dle cenaoay. Tb.ii ,ru dle rant tiae &he 
cereaoa, la.Id taken place in Juneau's hit&or,: 
35 Dfficl aad WW.. Tffbtbury. T1ffdtuT's ,Ao 's ,Ao hi ~atf A./6sb 
1Ju.u-.J11tlu, Yol.190 /(Juneau: Tffblbury Publilhen, 190), , . 27. 
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That was the beginning of this courtship. 
But let us see another picture. In 1885, when Juneau was onJy 

a few year, named and the tlondike was not even thought of. Charles 
Goldstein arrived in Juneau with his father to join him in business 
where the I. Goldstein store now stands. 

Young Charles liked Alaska, saw future here, but felt something 
lacking. He returned to San Pranci,co, and on the 21th of November, 
1889, school days sweethearts Laura and Charles were married, "just 
kids," but "happy and hopeful" 

In 1898. the Goldsteins returned to Juneau and young Charles 
GoJdmin launched into business of his own with a general store 
where trafft' s cabinet Shop now stands. 

A year and a half later he moved his business into the McGrath 
Building where ffollmann·s Pharmacy does business today. After six 
years in that location, Goldstein moved to the opposite corner, bought 
the lease d tautman Brothers ready-to-wear two story business, 
then a year later bought the property itself. 

In 191 ◄. on that site, Charles Goldstein. a soundty est~bllshed 
Alaskan business man. erected the Goldstein Building which was razed 
by fire this spring. It was Alaska's first building with elevator and the 
first building of amaete. 

Today, afler February's disastrous blaze, four gaunt valls are 
all that remains of the once mqnifioent structure, but Charles 
GoJdstein, who envies his wife's "pep," is completing plans for 
rebuildina a new Gold'stein Buildina on the site of the old structure 
nen spring. 

Tomorrow night the many friends the GoJdsteins have mad~ in 
Juneau, will call between 9 and 11 o'clock in the evening at the 
Governor's Mansion to wish them amtinued happiness and good 
health. 

Incidentally, the Goldstein's advice to young married couples is 
"don't figh~ be aood to each other." 

And anyone vill tell you the Goldstein's are u much in love 
today as they were in that San Francisco schoolhouse in 1883 when 
they first fell in love.56 

The Goldstein Building wu rebuilt during the period May 19-f5 to 

Juty, 19-f6.37 The building still stands today at 130 Seward Street. The 

36 111,AlliJTAJaa~. Vol. LV. Ho. &z,o, jua.au.Aluta. NonmMr 3.1939. p.1. 
37 R. N. DIAnloAd, Old Gold: A a,JJ,ctio.o of llillllJ.rial YilJJ«I# (The '8th 
Aiulmnary of jun.au Radio Statioa I'. I N YJ • tCJI,. 
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l(auf man Brothers, me_ntioned above, who were bought out by the C,oldsteins, 

appear in an earlier newspaper article. By the tone of the article, taufman 

Brothers must have been a sizable company. 

July 14, 1904 
KAUFMANS WILL LEAVE 

There is general regret expressed that the enterprising firm ol 
Kaufman Bros. hive decided to retire from the local field. The firm 
has been closely identified with the business and commercial gr~ 
of Southeast Alaska, for the past eight years. In 1896 they occupied 
the old stand on the corner of Second and Franklin Streets, lat.er they 
took the building which is now occupied by the post office .... In 
1906, Leo. G., and Nate G. l(aufman were succeeded by Sam G. and Isa. 
G. [auf man, who had up to that time been in charge ol the Skagway 
store. The two former managers went to Whatcom where they opened 
one ol the lqest and best stocked ladies· specialties houses on the 
Pacific coast. 33 

Isidore Goldstein was born February 1, 18.83 in San Prancisoo.3' Soon 

after his birth, mother Anna Goldstein and the remainder of the children 

traveled up to Juneau. Isidore was a successful merchant. He married Carol 

Kahn of San Francisco, August 8. 1926.40 The two bore one child,41 Robert 

William who became the owner of the Juneau Marine Supply Company. Most 

interesting about Isidore is that he served four terms as a Juneau 

councilman, and sil terms as Juneau's mayor.◄2 Evergreen Bowl Alaska's 

33 D,,iqAJat.Pis,-td .July, 1◄, 190◄. 
39 David aad Yilliaa Tnbtbury, T,rbs/Huy's F/Jo's Flo la AlabudAJab 
IJllsillns /atlu. Yo/. 19'7 I (Juneau: Tntesbury Publilllen, 1947), p. 21. 
40 Ibid., p. 21. 
41 Ibid., p. 28. See abo Robert N. De Araond. Ok/Gold: A~ of JlatariaJ 
Yipllll# (The 50th AiuuTenary of Juneau Radio Station I I N YJ • 198,. la tile 
Yipeue on Ule GoldleeiA BuildiA1. De.Araond a&n "Jiis m •as nn bona· iA Su 
Frucixo. Uatortun•fy. De Armond did aot dilc.loll their uaes. .. 
◄2 Ibid., p. 28. 
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first childrens· playground, vu established in Juneau __ during Isadore's 

tenure as mayor.43 

The Willia• David Gro11 Paaily 

Another family long utociated with Juneau is that of William David 

Gross. Mr. Gross was born in Russia on Deoember 25, 1879.44 As a young 

child, his parents, ZaJmain and Annie, brought the family to Seattle. Prior to 

the t1ondi.ke Gold Rush, Gross arrived in Dyea,45 Alaska on the ship City a 

~1tllt! There he opened Red Front, a clothina store.46 When the Klondike 

strike occurred, be closed shop in Dyea and reopened under the same name 

in Davson. Yukon Territory.47 

In 1899, on a buying trip to Seattle, he observed aovds ot people 

watching animated photoarapbs which were projected on a screen.48 Gross 

purchased a proiector, four 1,000-foot reels ol film, and returned to 

Dawson.◄9 He introduced motion pictures to the residents ol Dawson in early 

1900. Gross screened three shavings rughtly, each ol 15 to 20 duration, and 

charged SI.00 for admission.,o He sold his business in 1904, to attend the 

Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. Louis, Missouri.51 During this trip, Gross 

visited St Paul, Minnesota. then the best source of heavy clothing for work 

43 Bemard Poul. TA,J,nt¥A/Mb (unpublished JUAuscript, 1961), p.10. Bentlee 
Blooaf'aeld Collection. AAcboraae Mu,eu.m of Bit&ory ud Art Librvy, Bo1 C. 
File Folder 35. • 
,.,. .. 0.id ud William r.,,blbury. T,rkduq's rllo:, rllo /11 .4./Jlsa ad AJab 
/JaiJtll# IMlu, Yol. IN7 I (juaeau: Twtnbury Publisben. 1947), p . 30. 
◄, »,Nii• r.., .Un north of Stq,ny, at the aouth or th• TaiyaJUn.r. 
46 DffidudYil.UamTwtabury, T,~:,r110:,,1101D.A/6madA/ab 
/JiuiJJa-,IDd,r, YoL 1917 /(Juneau: Twbsbury Publisben, 1947), p . 30. 
47 Ibid., p. 30. 
48 Ibid., p . 30. 
49 Ibid., p. 30. 
,e lbjd., p. 30. 
51 Ibid., p. 30. 
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in e1tremely cold temperatures.,2 Later that same year, laden with new 

stock, he returned to Dawson and joined the stampede to Fairbants.53 

In Fairbanks, Gross e$tablished Gross Ootbing Store and introduced 

the population to nigh Uy motion picture shows."4 He lived in Fairbanks from 

190◄ until 1910, when he sold bis business to attend the July ◄. 191 0 

jeff ries-Johnson heavyweight bo1ing championship in Reno, Nevada.55 

In the fall of 1910, Gross returned to Alaska Territory, however this 

time he took up residence in Nome.56 He introduced nightly motion picture 

shows until the sum mer 1911, when he departed Nome.57 Gross recalled, 

that neither plot nor continuity was prevalent in early motion picture shows. 

Most presented children a-ying, people on horseback, moving trains and 

vessels, and flags blowing in the wind.53 

William Gross established The Coliseum Theatre~e territory's first 

picture house in [etchitan. in the fall of 191 t .59 In the succeeding two 

years, he opened Coliseum Theatres in Wrangell, Juneau, Petersburg, 

Skagway, Haines. Douglas, and Sitka.60 The Coliseum Theatre in Juneau. 

destroyed by fire in 19.f0, vu replaced by the Gross 20th Century, which 

still stands today. 

52 Ibid., p. 30. 
'3 AtFairbub, ill 1908. tbe Je,,, 1atbered and founded a con1re,a&ioA. Gross,ru not 
amo111 the aea who joilled. 
5-f Dffidancl William T9Ytetbury, T~'s ,11o's ,/JtJkJA/abudA/ab 
/Ju$iJl,- /.ad,r, Yol. 1917 I Cjuaeau: Twtnbury Publisben, 1947), p. 30. 
'5 Ibid .• p. 30. 
56 Jbjd,, p. 30. 
57 Ibid., p. 30. 
51 Ibid .. p. 30. 
59 Ibid., p. 30. 
68 Ibid., p. 30. 
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In 1909, Gross and his wife were married in Fairbanks.61 During their 

lives together, they adopted and reared five children. One member of the 

Gross family u well as other jeJ s are buried in the Evergreen Cemetery. 

lverareen Ceaetery 

This, Juneau's municipal cemetery, was established May 23, 1907.62 Juneau 

historian Robert De Armond writes: 

Juneau's first burying ground vu on Chicken Ridge in the 
vicinity of Main Street. Nearly 100 graves occupied that part of the 
ridge in 1887 when it was stated u a mintn1 claim. A cemetery 
association vu then organized which selected the present site, named 
it Evergreen Cemetery and improved it, with local residents 
contributing either money or labor. Between 1889 and 1892 all 
e1cept 39 c:l the graves were moved from Chic.ten Ridge and the last 
ot the old graves were moved to the new cemetery about 1915. 65 

There is oo Jewish section of the cemetery. ,Jews are buried in what appears 

to be the Masonic section and a section recently deeded to the Jewish 

Community by the Catholic Church. Among the jevs who are buried here. 

we find markers for Maurice D. Plotnict (d. 198.f), and Abe H. Romick 

(d. 1988). Romile Gross ( 1939-1980) is buried in the Gross Family 

Mausoleum."' 

The Everareen Cemetery has tome intriguing tombstones. There were 

three with stan ol David enaraved upon tbem. but with ostensibly non

Jewish names: Jimmie Jack (d. J 9-f0). August Lindell (d. 19,.0), and Ludwig 

61 T/J, AlabSporblllu. February, 1958, pp. 28-29. 
62 Robert N. De Ataond. So .. .,.__ Anud _,i,a-,, (1980),p. 13. 
63 Ibid .• p. 11. ,. 
64 OA1J on• of th• m burial niches iil th• aau•leua is occupied. And uaf o.nunately. 
th• ......... &I 11ot ,,.Jl mailltaiaed. 
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Myhre (d. 19-t5). It would be pure oonjecture to suaest reasons why these 

men or their families chose such tombstones. A peculiar tombstone marks 

the grave of Robert Cockburn 1880-1941. his nickname was "Jew Bob." 

TRI llONDID GOLD IUSB: DA 1JSON c1n. YU(ON TDIITOIY 

Before the discovery of gold at the Dondi.ke River,65 it was known by 

the Indians for plentiful salmon.66 The Indians caught the salmon at the 

mouth of the river, by driving stakes into the water to form a fence, which 

forced the fish to enter ttaps.67 This process, u e1plained by Agnes Rush 

Burr, gave the tlondi.ke its name. 

These stakes bad to be ham mered into the gravel of the river 
bed and the Indians called the stream Trondia, or Hammer-water, 
Tron meaning hammer, and tiuck or diuct. pronounced tig or dig, 
meaning water. This name .. . gradually became corrupted to 
Dondike which eventually came to stand for the whole district." 

Juneau miners had been aoma to the Yukon for years before George 

Carmack made his di,covery in August 1896, which sparked the madness ol 

the great Dondite Gold Rush.69 One of the ~ends ol Carma's discovery 

aoe• like this: Carmack and tome Indian companion, were hunt.in& mOON at 

Bonanta Creek. He shot a mOON and toot a piece d it to the stream to wash. 

While doing this, he saw aold in the water. He grabbed his pan and washed 

out more "nuaett than be had ever seen in a smaJe pm."70 Carmack staked 

65 The Duadite linr ii a tributuy of the YutoA linr iJl Ca.Aida's Yu.toA Territory. 
66 Apesltutll Burr, Alada.· OUra.u,li/WNo.rdlutlofO,porbl.ai lJ'(&.,,a: The 
Pa,eCoapuy, 1919). p. 111. 
67 Ibid., p. 111. 
68 Ibid., pp. 111-112. 
69 Bob De Anlond. • And A TOYD Gtff ," 111, A.JabSJl{JrDIIIMI. Au,ua.1960. p. 37. 
11 AID• lutll Butt, Alaa.· OUr IJMldUld Kordlutl of{)pjlOltllllilJ' (BouA: The 
Paa• eoa,-,. 1919>. , . 114. 
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a claim and so did the Indians along with ~ The news soon spread of the 

discovery, and forty thousand (some say one hundred thousand) men and 

women. from all points on the globe, set out to "strike it rich." 

Some of the first news of the strike, was brought back to San Francisco 

on July 15. 1897 by Tlle Bra!l-si<r, a steamer operated by the Aluka 

Commercial Company.71 She, on July 28, 1897, wu the first vessel to leave 

San Francisco for Saint Michael after the start oC the Klondike stampede.72 

Once in Saint Michael (on Alaska's West Coast), it was a 1,700 mile, twenty

two day voyage aaainst the current of the Yukon River to Dawson.73 

The Alaska Commercial Company had a small trading post at Daw,on, 

and they quickly built a larger store and several warehouses to stock the 
., 

influx oC argonauts.7◄ The company also built a sawmill at Dawton to supply 

lumber for buildings, sluice bo1es,7' and other needs. The small steamers 

the company had been operating on the Yukon River were now insufficient 

to meet demand, so they ordered four large stern-wheelers.76 

Miners trekked a variety oC routes to Dawson, either via: the Stikine 

River and Lake Teslin; the Chilkoot or White Pus; Saint Michael and the 

Yukon River; the Mackenzie River and the great Arctic Plain; some even 

71 Rudolf Glanz, •FroaFur Rush to Gold Rushes,· ,#.1/#m SIMIIS}lris/J 1/istqriaJ 
fJuartrJT. Vol. VII. No. Z. Juuary 1915. i,p. 101-102. 
72 Ibid,. pp, 101-102. 
73 Ibid., p. 102. 
7◄ Ibid., p. 102. . 
7' A sluic, bo1 ii a lo.n1, llopi.ll1 troup •ith i,trptnclicular lf'OOTN i.ll its bouoa. 
Y a&er ii directed into th, sluict bo:1, ru.ll.lli.ll1 anr th, srant or and to bt sluiced. 
Gold flat• or .nun• an bt&Tier thta dirt, srant, or mad. Thenfon, u th• wu.r 
rua, don th, lluict, it caniN nay &ht di.rt tad tk., tad th, hNTi•r 101d faUs i.llto 
tht ll"ff9I Oil tht boUoa of tht lluict. ;,. 
76 ltudo1f Glaaz, "Froa Fur Rush to Gold lut.bt1; , .... Sia/# }lrilll llisrlaJ 
fJuartrJT, Vol VII. No. 2. Juuarr 1915. pp. 101-102. 



a-ossed the interior from Valdez or Cordova.n The leut dangerous was the 

stern-wheeler from Saint Michael. However, those who could not bear the 

twenty-two day voyage, took a shorter, but much more difficult journey, 

namely, pa.eking in overland from Skagway through the Chilkoot Pass. 

Prospectors and merchants were attracted from all over the world by 

the fabulous reports from the Klondike, Jewish prospectors and merchants 

among them. One letter, written by Michael Eschwege, from the White Pass 

on the Skagway trail was printed in th.e jes,ris/J Cluaaide of London: 

January 28. 1898 
The names of our party Charles Bschwege of Bow Road, London. 

Michael Bschwege, son oC the former .. . . David Marks, Bast India Road 
.... Joseph [auf man. also oC Bast London and .... Emanuel Franks, 
late seaetary and treasurer of the Bulawayo [Rhodesia) Hebrew 
Congregation .... We are the only Jews upon the trail, and up to nO'f/ 
have met only civility and courtesy.?& 

1t vu even reported that "there wu a Jew on the trail who came all the way 

from Jerusalem with an outfit."79 In a letter from Charles Rosener, a young 

Jewish merchant in Dawson. he writes to his parents about the first Jewish 

Services at Dawson in 1898. He gives us a rich desa-iption, not only of the 

interesting, all>eit tempm-ary, Jewish community, but into the period itself. 

As in every village and hamlet tbroupout the world did the 
sons of Israel oooareaate yesterday for worship. So did the Jews of 
Dawson honor the day and raise their voice in prayer. With the 
exception of a very limited number the Jews now dwelling on the 

77 ApesRusb Burr. Alab.· OUr/JMulilulllortAJudof*Jll'rlullilJ'(Botu,11: The 
Pac• C".oapuy, 1919), p. 115. 
71 TIJ,.J,ris/J C/Jroaid,. lo11do11. Marth 11. 1891. 
79 ludoU GJam. rtoa Fur lush 1o Gold lushes.· ,#IIUJI s--.J,rm llislon'cal 
~ . Vol.VII, No. 2. juuary 191'5, ff .103. See aJIO Sntn A.nl&ad .• editor. 
· Qunwi1 for Gold udfun ia AJuta.· Nornliu ~ca Stutli#. Vol. Zt, 1962. pp. 
91f. 
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banks of the Yukon are of Russian and Polish nativity, and these men. 
from what I witnessed yesterday and today, would prove true to their 
faith were they at the North Pole. You know my leanings towards 
orthodoiy; but now I am really a Minna Street .)ehudi (location of 
Congregation Beth Manachim Streisand, San Francisco, a traditional 
IYDIIOIUeJ. 

Almost all our people as well as the gentiles dwell here in tent
covered houses, and there is; you will believe, as yet no temple, no 
lofty dome overlooking the Yukon and the Dondike. For the benefit of 
thoae who desired to worship the God of their fathers on Rosh 
Huhanah. my partner and I offered the use of our store as a place of 
congregation. which offer vas gladly and thankfully acx:epted. We 
moved our worldly chattels, from our summer location to our present 
swell winter quarters Friday afternoon. the day before Nev Year. All 
tbe goods were placed in the three back rooms, and the store proper 
vu given up for services. Thal evening about forty ot the brethren 
responded and worshipped aocording to their custom. Tvo of the 
more learned alternated in chanting the prayers thouah all present 
seemed to know the services by heart, the reading being, of oourse, 
entirety in Hebrew and orthodox to the extent of eliminating not a 
single word. 

Prayerboots there were in plenty and a f ev talletbim 
(prayershawls) as well. Services were also held Saturday forenoon 
and evening and will continue this (Sunday) morning and noon. Our 
new quarters were thus oonseaated with the Nev Year's service. and. 
u one of the <X>Dgregation said to me today, we should be proud of the 
distinction, and really ve are. If no hall can be secured for the Day of 
Atonement we shall again hold services in our store. 

It seems aood to know and to feel that, in this far distant land, 
we can at leut do 10metruna towards the terVice oC Almighty. The 
news of this, the rirst Jewish service held in DawtoJl. vill soon travel 
all over the world, to prove that neither distance nor conditions can 
break the ties that unite all Israel. and up here we feel how very litUe 
forms of service in1erfere with the religious union in which ve are all 
enfolded.II 

M aaart.S.lolmer. "Finljft'ilb Se"icesAtDaftoll. Yutoll Tel'rilory - 1891," 
,__..s..J,r,idlliltlNita/Qwn.rq, Vot. D, No. 2, jaauuy 1979, JtJt. 145-1-46. 
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Robert Bloom, who in 1898 arrived in Dawson, reoounted that the Day 

ot Atonement services were indeed held in the Yukon Pioneer Hall.al Bloom 

also recalls the first Jewish burial in Dawson. In 1902, a young Jewish 

prospector drowned while working on the Fortymile River. Robert Bloom 

claims to have oCficiated at the young man's burial in the Jewish cemetery at 

Dawson.&2 It is named .. Beth Chaim," Hebrew for cemetery, but literally 

meaning "House of Life."83 

Jewish a:>mmun.ities, from the earliest times, have organil.ed 

associations for the burial oC their brethren. In fact, this is usually one of the 

first functions a Jewish community addresses. The Jews oC Dawson were no 

dill'erent, and organized themselves as The Hebrew Congregation oC 

Daw900.M The precise date upon which DaW901l's Jews oraanized is not 

known, but as early as October 15, 1902, the president and secretary oC the 

congregation wrote a letter to F. Gosselin, Dominion Land Agent for Yukon 

Territory, requesting a grant of two lots for a ,Jewish cemetery.a, H. Pintiert, 

the president. and Abe Isaacs, the seaetary asked that tbe congregation be 

issued a patent for lots 16 and 17 in block 17 oC tbe East Dawson Addition to 

the Townsite oC Dawson.&6 As Mr Norton B. Stern eiplains: 

a, ,Jeaie S. Blooa. "The Jrnot Aluta,· ,##rll Slal#},rrid 8-rietll ~.rly. 
Vol. IV. No. 2. Nonaber 1963 • .P-91. 
12 _ Wd .• .P, 91 n, rtnt )ffilb burial ill Dnloll YU m 1900. accordill1 to Robert 
Blooa. But actually, it occurred iJl 1902. u illdic:ated ill a .U.r froa B. Piili,rt ud 
Abe laaa, lh• _president aad •cntal'Y of th• "llebrn Coa,n,.Uoa of Dffloa. • 
13 Norton B. Stem, "The jrn la Yutoa Terrilory And Their C.aetery; ,ISl#r11 Slaltls 
},rid lilltorietl/Ouarwr/T. Vot. lIV. No. -4. July 1912, .P-351. SN allO, C,ril Edel 
Leoaoff'. Pioll#n. Aid/an, Mtl Pn,-r Sll•rb.· TII, }l,Fisll DNu,IUUlit,s ill .8rita/J 
D,J,... A.ad 111, Tub.a (Victoria, Bri&isb Coluabia: Soao Nil Prell). 1971 . .P• 73. 
&t Ibid., p. 3'8. 
15 Ibid., p. 357. 
86 Ibid., p. 351. 

,.,, 
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The letter indicated that a committee bad previously met with 
Gosselin and bad been told to select the lots the congregation desired 
for a ,Jewish burial ground. Also, there was a feeling of urgency in the ► 
request, for Pin.tiert and Isaacs observed that "it is our desire to bury 
one of our brethren on said ground within the ne1t day or two .... " 
And they undoubtedly did perform the burial at that time, though 
they had no way of knowing that it would be almost eleven years 
before the !and would be finally approved officially as a Jewish 
cemetery owned by the Hebrew Congregation of Dawson.a, 

Although we do not know the name of the Jewish pros~or who died 

in 1902, we do know the name of the other Jew buried in the cemetery. He 

was Solomon Packer, who died on February 26. 1918, aged fifty-seven. M 

The C&nadian census of 190 l, showed 163 Jews lived in Yukon 

Territory.at Moreover, in the first Alaskan and Yukon business d~ectory. 

issued in l 903. Dawson posted over silty Jewish businesses, the most of 

anywbere.90 Very soon thereafter, most left to join tbe gold rusb in 

Fairbanks. Tbe canadian historian. Mr. Arthur Daniel Hart, wrote that tbe 

Jewish population in Yukon Territory "did not grow," and "gradually 

a7 Ibid., p. 3)1. 
M Ibid., p. 361. See abo, Yuton Arch.ins. photo&r&Ph no. 182._ DaY901l, Cemetery 
(je,rilh ). uutis-Taylor CollectioA. 
89 Ibid .. p. 357. See allo, Ari.bur Duiel Bart. 111, j,r iJJ CU• (Toroa&o and 
Moatnal., 1926). p. ?I. 

Allodltr prospector no joumeyed to Yuton YU Bellt')' llarcoe Ziaaerau. 
Be t,n Su Frucilco in 1191, stated a claia on Stt,,yn Cnet ,rith a ntphn. Arthur 
Ziaatnau, and aiAtd r or the nen tony ,-n. Be joined the 101d rush ill Nome for a 
periodofU.., butrttumedto Da,non. Rtfer, ·1.. Protpector IA Yuton Territory; ,_,m Slalt#.J,rid llalori&al ~r/T. VoJ. IIV, No. 2, January 1912. p. 182. See 
allo, Cyril F.deJ uonoff. Pioa•n, ~ ad Pn,,r SIJ•rb: TA, j,rilll Duu,llllitillS 
/118rilbll a,J,__A.lld TA, Tub11 (Victoria, British Coluabia: Sono Nis Press), 1978, 
p . 71. 
90 Rudolf GJaaz, "Froa Fur Rulb to Gold Rmbes." ,_,.m S--J,ru/J BiJlwi&al 
~. Vol Vil, No. 2, Juuary 1915, n . 103. 
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decreased every year.'"' By l 911 , there were -41 Jews in Yukon Territory, 

and by 1921, only 8 remained.92 

Robert Bloom was among those who stampeded to Fairbanks in 1903. 

Fairbanks, and his life there accompanied by wife Jessie and children, will be 

the subject ol chapter four. 

TRI NOIII GOLD sn1u AND 

AL.ASL\ 'S PIRST j11JISR ORGANIZATION 

The sands of Nome, on the Seward Peninsula in western Alaska, held 

untold riches, which were discovered in 1898. In July, a boat containing 

some prospectors en route to Golovin Bay, capsized at the mouth ol Snake 

River.93 The men prospected a bit and found some gold, but oot in 

proportion to what they hoped to find in Golovin Bay, so they continued up 

to Golovin.94 As it turned out, there wu not much gold al Golovin Bay. 

Many returned to Nome, and in September, with the ground freeting and the 

snow failing, a good amount of gold was disoovered.95 

The news soon spread to other mining camps, and in the spring ol 

1899, miners arrived from as far away as Dawson. None ol lhem knew that 

the mother lode had yet to be found. Agnes Rush Burr de,aibed the 

unearthina: 

... so the story aoes, one of the nevoomers had scurvy and 
vent to the beac:b to take the old time whaler's cure c1 sun and salt 

91 Arthur DIAMJ Bart, 1J•J,riD t,a-, <Toroa.10 aad MoattNl. 1926), op. at. 
92 Ibid .• p. 496. See allo, Monoa 8. Stem. 'The Jen la Yutoa Territory Aad Their 
Ceaetery: ,__,.. S/M,s),ru/18-rial ~ . Vol. DV. No. 4. )aJy 1CJIZ. p. 3'7. 
93 Apelltulll BDrr. Al#b.· OurlJMiJlil'ulNonluudofOp/J(M1WlilT(BdJ,a: Th• 
Pac• Coapuy, 1919). p. 196. ,.. 
94 Ibid .. p. 196. 
9' Ibid., p. 196. 

69 



water. Be employed his time, in his free. open-air sanatorium in 
panning. and thus discovered Nome's golden sands that brought a rush 
of men and women here r rom many parts of the world. 

The beach was "No Man's Land," for the government had 
reserved the stretch between the sea and high water for wharfage 
purposes. No claim could be worked anywhere by any one. This lack 
of title or ownershlp led of course to quarrels and much disorder until 
the matter vas taken in hand by a miners' meeting and the decision 
vas made that each man should have to wort as his own, as much 
ground as be could reach with hls shovel r rom the edge of the bole 
where he vas diuing. · 

But the news of this public. instead of private, ownership of the 
land, and of the fact that the gold could be easily washed out, because 
of the abundance of water right at hand, made many believe that 
fortunes could be made over night, and ... brought a tremendous 
number of people ... _96 

As a result. within a few months. fifteen thousand people, with au sorts of 

machinery, overflowed the beaches. 

The vortb of Nome's gold strike was impressive. In 1899, the first 

year of the boom. gold output from the coutaJ sand was SJ.023.000 and 

Sl.500,000 from interior sites.97 As one miabt expect, many Jewish 

merchants set up shop in Nome, to outfit the abundance of miners. A 

photograph taken in late 1899, showed this sip: 

A. Din.kelspiel. Alaska Outfitting, clothing, tents, shoes, groceries 
and bardware.98 

96 Ibid .• p. 197. 
97 Rudolf Glam. "FroaFur Rush lo Gold Rushes," F#INIJ Sla/#.},r,i6/J 8-rieal 
Quart,rJT, Vol. VII, No. 2. Juuvy 1975, pp. 105. See mo, L.B. Cvltoa, -rile First 
Miaia1 Seuoa m Noae, A.Jut& - 1899," hd.ic 8-riw R.,w,,, Vol. 16, 190, p. 16-C. 
93 Ibid., p. 105. See abo "llaskeo Ml1azint &,edition ... Cape Noae froa&bpay, 
Nonaber, 1199," Afnlv -Mr.,a,za,. Vol. 1.1900, p. ff. 

Accorclia1 to thNI fiauns, each Noae Jrospector aTerqed $168.20 of 101d. It ii 
mdtAt that IOJle lk'uct it rich ud oth•n ,,.At broke. 
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Dinkelspiel also placed an advertisement in The Nome {iofd l}jaer. 

proclaiming, 

Don't talk about prices for goods! Oinkelspiel will be the 
aiterion for prices as soon as his stock arrives from San Francisco and 
Seattle." 

Aax>rding to Rudolf Glanz, at least thirty-five Jewish names were 

found in tbe Nome section of the 1903 Alaska-Yukon business directory.JOO 

The names d some d Nome's Jewish residents were: Abramsty. Bayles, 

James W. Bursick, Caplin, J. M. Davidson, Goldberg. Goodfriend. GreenberglOI , 

Grumbaum. Mu R. Hirschberg, Lazarus. Levin, Levy. Liebes. Lipman. Albert 

J. Lowe. Lustig. Otto S. Moses. Polsky. Rose, Roth, Moses Rosenaanz. 

Rosenfeld. Rubenstein, Rubin, Samuels. Segal. Leo Seidenverg, Abraham 

Simpson. W. A. Sternberg. and Bernard Stone.J02 Jews engaged in 

merchandising, freighting, shipping, and supplying services for ships.' 03 

Tbe Noae Hebrew Beaevoleat Society 

99 TJ,IIN#G.MJ>iar. Jun• 6, 1900. 
tot Rudotf Gtuz. "Froa Fur Ruth to Gold Rushes," ,_,n Slal#J,rrislJ llisltJriw 
~.Vol.VII, No. Z . .)uuuy 1975, p. 105. 
IOI Thilwupt'ONblyBe,-nGrNabtr1. Ia the S.ftl'IIF•k/TO..nyof July 26. 
1913, note the tolloYiAa: 'ICllaraiA1 that his ,rife bad beer dented by a display of 
YM1lh u.d a1ilaa&ed froa him by Betben GtNabtra, a 'flalthy Nome ai.DiA1 
ffllD'lt'°, IDlletl Boaaett of Seaule. hu COWllced IUit apiatt GreeJLbetl for ffl,000 ........ 
t 02 Rudolf Gtuz. "Fro■ Fur Rush to Gold Rurhn." F#llm Sia/# J,rrislJ llistlJriw 
Ou,,,ra,r/J'. Vol VII. No. Z. jaauuy 1975. p . 105. See mo,• A Yntern Picture Parade; 
r_,,.. SIM#Jn,m 8-riw ()uNtvty, Vol. Dll, No. 1. October. 1980, p. ,a. See. 
Al&fb-Tllbul O..,,,,,,r - l9fJ.1. See mo. E. S. Banilon. Ab.-ad ~ftl'll ,l!,llillwla cs.au.. 1905). Joc. di. 
IIS Ibid., p. 10,. SN mo, _.. of the /di/rod NiJuw aad ~nn/ F.U, Ga,ny 
bmreea th• JNrS 1908 aad 1913. 
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In 1901 , Alaska's first Jewish organization was founded in Nome. The 

Nome Hebrew Benevolent Society was established with silty charter 

members.ICM The first meeting, held in the office of Lazarus SoJomon, was 

conducted by Mu Roth and H. L. Jaffe, the congregation's temporary 

presjdent and seaetary.105 During the course of the evening, the following 

were elected permanent officers: Mu Roth, president; ~ylvain J. Lazarus, 

seaetary: Sam Bayles, 106 treasurer; and Messieurs Finkelstein and 

Dinkelspiel, trustees.107 A committee was appointed to confer with the 

trustees of the local Masonic Lodge to obtain part of their cemetery for a 

Jewish burial ground.103 The congregation had a Torah sao1J,109 said to have 

been the first in Alaska, and asked Sam Bayles to serve as cantor for the 

Hjgh Hoty Day,.11 o 

The Leo Seidnvera Pallily 

The following several paragraphs profile the life of Leo Seidenverg, 

members of bis family, and Jewish friends throughout the territory. The 

I 04 Rudolf Gluz. •F tom Fur Rush to Gola Rush.,; ,-.r.a SIM# J,,ris/J llistorie41 
fJuartlrJy. Vol. VII. No. 2. jaauary 197'. p. 10,. 
I 05 Ibid .• p. 10,. 
106 Saa Bayln YU the brother of Isidore "Ike" Bayles. Acconlin1 &o Ule Au1USl 9. 
1911. ltliW'Ot/N11u,1. Saa ~isi&ed his brother m lditarod. "Saa BayJn, brother of 
councilJUA (. Baytn, Yho attiffd here recently froa Batenfield, Cal., ,rill be 
aaaaa•r for lll&CS Bros., &C.O., dwiA1 th• coaiaa Wmler. C.Ouocilmu Bayln upects 
to ao Outlidt for Ul• Wmter," See btloY, Ul• •ctioa oa hcb.o,..., for mfonu&ioJl oJl 
lte&y1es. 

"Outside" it Ult term 41esken u• m refennce to 91"11 outlide of AJub. 
1 t7 Rudo1f GJuz. "Froa Fur Ruth to Gold Rush.es: ,dNII Sia/# J,,Fis/J llistoriaJ 
Qwrt;,r/J', Vol. VII. Ho. 2. jaauuy 1975, p. 10,. 
lN Ibid., p. 106. 

I 09 This YU probably the Bayles faaily Torah tctoll Yhlc.b they do.o.l&ed to t.be jffis.b 
Co-unity of A.n.chora,, in 1957. See be1oY, t.b, ttetioo oo lkt BaylN m A.n.ch,ora,e. 
111 Ibid .• pp. 1~106. Abo note, Saa's bJ'Oth,r It, a.,.i... YU reported to .bne 
rutrilled th• ... function m lditarocl ud A.Geho,...,. 
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story is reconstructed from an intervie~• 11 with his son Edward, who was 

nicknamed Babe. 

Leo Seidenverg left Russia in 1896, and worked his way across Europe 

to tbe Port of Hamburg. He spent an undetermined amount of time working 
-

in Hamburg and saved money for transatlantic passage. Upon arrival in 

America, Seidenverg worked his way to Seattle and then north to Nome in 

1900. 

Seidenverg went to Alaska because be had a sister there. She bad 

married a gentleman by the name of Finkelstein 112 ( mentioned above) wbo 

operated a mercantile store there. In Babe's words: 

He didn't know anything about it. period. He was just trying to 
find his sister, tbat·s why he headed for Alaska. he knew nothing 
about the a,untry. or a,urse when he got to Nome and be worked for 
Finkelstein for two years, then he (saw) the opportunities, the Gold 
Rush days and gold country there, naturally be stayed there. He made 
several fortunes and lost (them), but it was the main idea ol 
(everybody) ... in the country in those days ... to make money. 

In 1900, Seidenverg opened a second-band business in Nome. Tbe 

sources do not reveal if this was, or was not. in partnership with Finkelstein. 

In 1902, he had accumulated enough capital to begin a small fur trading 

company called Bon Marcbe. The company became quite successful. and in 

1917, Seidenvers began trading with Siberia. He had small ves1els which 

cruited the Bering Sea to trade with the Russians. In 1918, Seidenverg 

bought the &.tldtJr llroJJMrs, a Jarae ship able to voyage from Seattle to 

111 Traucript of Bernice Blooafield iA&ervieY ,rith F.dwant (Bebe) Seideanr1. 
Recorded iA tile early 1970s, op, ciJ.. Bernice Bloomfield Collection, Allchorqe Mu,eum 
of Butor, ud Art Libtu"J. BH B. FU. Folder 25. , 
112 ID 1906. Ult Fiatell&ew moved toCordonud opened a 1eneral store. The copper 
lllinn ,,.,.. wry act.in at &bat tiJH. 
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Nome, and then to Siberia. Seidenverg had stations in Nome, Anawier, and 

on the Kamchatka Peninsula. Profits from fur sales were split between 

Seidenverg and the Russian government, 601 / ◄01. Of particular interest is 

this story: Apparently during the 1917 Russian Revolution, Seidenverg·s two 

ships were seized and be thrown in a Russian jail for several years.I 13 Upon 

his release, he continued fur trading with Russia, but it was not until 1959 

that the Russians made a token payment for the confiscated ships. 

Seidenverg·s first wife died in 1937. In 1939, he married again, this 

lime to Ethel Kirschbaum. In 19◄2, they moved to Anchorage and bought his 

brother Harry's dot.bing store. In 1951. he entered into a partnership with 

his step-sons AJvin G. and Metvin Urschbaum. The store is currently known 

by the name Seidenverg and Kays. 

Leo Seidenverg's son Edward (Babe) was born in Seattle in 1910. Babe 

was two months old when he arrived in Nome via steamer. Acoording to 

Babe Seidenverg, 901 of Nome's inhabitants were white, particularly 

Swedish and Norwegian, 101 were Eskimo. He was the only Jewish child in 

· the primary school grades. Concerning other Jews in the arctic country. Babe 

told Ms. Bloomfield: 

In the early days, I can remember as a kid, ... we used to have 
a fellow that was half Jew and half Swede. His name wu Shaky, ... 
he wu always around the house. . . . As kids we enjoyed him, he was 
a real fine old gentleman. 

And then up in the [otzebue• 14 area-you got the Magids 
Brothers, there vu Sam Mag.ids and Boris Mag.ids. And ot course, 
Bess, Boris' exwue, after he pused away she married an old time pilot 
up there by the name of john Pross. As far 11 I know, she's still alive 

113 ·Seideanra And Iays Ge&s Hn Owaer. Buildia1, (eeps Name: A.ad11,n,-Dllily 
Till#. Nonaber 13. 197.f. ~ 
114 (otznue ii a .lua• Eskimo Tillqt located oa Ult aorthwnt short of Buchria 
Puiatula ia Kotz.but Souad, 26 milts aboTt tht Arctic Circle. 
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in Juneau. But she was Quite a character. She was a real early day 
character and drank like a fish and would go out and get drunk and 
everything .... Boris and his brother Sam were real fine gentlemen. 
they were fine Jewish people. 

Babe also spoke of man by the name of Greenberg, who was actually the 

father of Boris and Sam and lived in Candle.115 The Seidenverg's sent Babe 

and his brother to Seattle to a seoondary school. Babe returned to Nome in 

1928, out of a sense of responsibility to his mother. His brother never 

returned to Nome. 

During his flying days with Pan American Airways, Babe discovered 

Jews even further north. He began working for Pan American in 1929, 

based in Nome. In those days: 

It was just a bunch of old junk heaps as far as airplanes were 
concerned. We were the only airline that was ever established in 
Alaska . .. . We used to be called Pacific Alaskan Airlines, a 
subsidiary of Pan American Airlines. 

They didn't go to Seattle in those days. They operated out of 
Nome, they operated out of Fairbanks. they eventually operated out 
ci Anchorage. 

We new all over the arctic. We had mail contracts, and we 
hauled f reigbt and passengers. 

Up in the far North, as far as you can go, I used to fly up there 
· wit.b jerry .)ones, a pilot from Pan American. There were quite a few 

fellows up around Point Hope and Wainwright that were ,Jewish 
people and married . .. NatiVe women and had children and 10 forth. 

I'd say money was probably the reuon for them getting into 
the country and ci course when they married Native women they 
were stuck there. 

Babe knew Ike (Isidore) Bayles, Robert Goldstein, and Sam Applebaum. 

11, C&adlt YU an early ailwla IOYA. It is 1oca&ed bl die DOnh ... quadrul of 
Snard P9ai.D111la, approziaa&e1y 190 ailn northeut of Noae. 
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I knew Ike for years, and years, and years. A wonderful guy. 
knew . .. Charlie Goldstein, ... out of Juneau (he) was really a fine 
man. 

Charlie Goldstein was a fur buyer for years and years in that 
country and also had businesses in Juneau. They used to have a 
combination hardware store and fisher boat craning, boat equipment 
and stuff. 

Oh, I knew Sam years ago. He used to be out buying fur, and of 
course when I was a young fellow I was out buying fur. And in those 
days there was nothing to be.made (from) fur but money. Fo1 at that 
time. St.in was used in the Parisian market for clothing and things ... 
and they used to bring a ridiculous prioe on the e1change. 

Asked about his father·s sense of Jewish observance, Babe confided, 

"there was no place to practice anything," but my father would have done 

more given the opportunity. "I doubt that I would" concern myself with it, 

even if there had been a place to practice. 

Babe Seidenverg married Vashti E. Godwin on May 15, 19 3 J .116 He 

vas a member of the Northwestern Alaska Chamber of Commerce from 

1929-1 932. a member of the Nome City Council from 1932-36. and served as 

the mayor of Nome twice. 19 37-38 and 1945-46.I 17 Babe took over 

stewardship of Bon Marche Stores from 19 32 to Nov. 18, 1946, when fire 

gutted the building which housed the store and their living quarters. I I& In 

September 1946, he left Alaska to sell clothina for Levi Strauss and 

Company. 

I I 6 0.Tid tad Williaa Tnblbury. T1rbs6ury's ,110;, ,110 /11 A.Jub ud A.Jub 
JJusiJI-. /4•1. Yol. 1917 I (juJleau: Tnbtbury Publilhen, 1947), p. 74. There is ao 
iaf ormatioa on Vullu E. Gochria, but it m.ic.bt be conjectured that she ,,.. not a Je,ress. 
117 Ibid .• p. 7<f. 
111 Ibid .• p. 7<f. 
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PAIUANIS 

The last of the significant gold rushes was in the Tanana River valley. 

In 1901, Fair ban.ts was a small trading station of a few log houses and 

stores.119 Agnes Rush Burr recounts: 

Then Felil Pedro found gold on a near-by a-eek. It was an odd 
coincidence that several seasons before, when going through this 
section with a few comrades on their way to Circle, Pedro found gold. 
But the party was in an almost starved condition, there was no trading 
post then, and haste had to be made. So the gold was abandoned. In 
fact, Pedro did not even take sufficient note of it to remember the 
e1act location. Other miners, hearing of the discovery, tried to locate 
the rimrock. he had sighted but were not successful. It was not until 
1902 when be returned. brought possibly by the memory of bis 
former discovery, and again found aotd. tbat the rush in this district 
started. Whether this paystake was the same u his original discovery 
neither he nor any one else knew.120 

The town of Pairbanks,,-as incorporated in 1903. Prospectors 

trekking over land, coming up the Yukon River, or over the mountains to 

Dawson, stopped there for supplles.121 By 190~. the town had grown 

significantly. That year, the federal offices were moved from Eagle122 to 

ll9 A,nn Rush Burr, Allsb.· Our IJMulifuJ Jlort/JIIUldo/'Opportu11il}' (BosuJo: The 
Pac• Compuy, 1919), p. 144. 
120 Ibid .. p. 144. 
121 Ibid., 9. 144. 
122 EaaJe, on the Tuton Rinr, is oA.Jy a fff ailn from the Aluho /Cuadiaa border. 
It had iw t-.1ioaioa• bl tile Nriy 1IIOI, nea Fnacoit M•r~i•r, a fur &nder for th• 
AJuta CoJDJUrcial Compuy, established h.is Belle Isle tndia.1,o,t.. Fur U'lden nre 
foUOftd by 101d .. ten. ud by 1191 t:a,t.·, popula&ioA"' 1.700. Th• loYA popula&ioJl 
included miaioiwies, the Uaited Staaes Army Cf on Eaben). aad Federal Judie James 
l'icbrshaa. 

Eq1e n,the interior's ftntincorpont.d city in 1901. By 1910. EaaJe's 
popula&ion had dYiadW to 111. due to aotd ltrit" in Fairbub aad Mo ... Judi• 
Yicbnhaa ud the Third Diltrict Court aond to Fai.rbub iD. 1904. Fon E,ben"' 
abudoAN in J9ll . 
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Fairbanks, and Federal Judge James Wickersham took up residence in the 

new town. 

Many Jews came to Fairbanks for the gold rush, though most left for 

the gold fields of Ruby in 1907 and lditarod in 1910. From the gold fields 

they traveled south, beginning in 1913, to Anchorage in anticipation of 

economic opportunities at the newly established construction camp of the 

Alaska Railroad. 

TU ALAS[A RAILROAD. THE BSTABLISBIIINT OP 

ANCRORAGB. AND ITS JIWISB PIONIDS 

Today, Anchorage is the l&r1est city in Alaska, and possesses the 

largest Jewish population, estimated to be 2,000.123 From the very 

' begionina, Jews played a major role in city politics and philanthropy. Jewish 

names and businesses were prominent in stories and advertisements of the 

local oewspapers. 12◄ Three Jews of particular distinction were: Leopold 

David, Anchorage's first mayor; Isidore Bayles, president of the Aoc/Ja-qe 

123 Rabbi Harry L. Roteofeld. C.Oo,naauoo Beth Shalom. Aochora,e. AJuta. 
124 Thew are awiy of the ,Jwish names Co) and busi.D..., (b) Yhich appeared iA the 
hd1<1rq,, IJlilT Tilll#, hdorq,, /JlilT TilHs & C«Jk ml« Pio11•r, C«Jk /111« 
Pio11#r&bik.N,n,ud l"aa.N,nbelYHD 191,ud 1919: A. Abrahams (n), M. 
Abrabua (11). S. R. Abrahaa (n). Mr. ud Mn. Geor1• Carrol <n. b), Dr. Morris S. C.Ob1e 
Cb). Lena C.Ohen (11). ADJla Diaao11d (11). B. C. FtldllWl (b), Fintet..in & Shapiro (b), 
Mr. aad Mn. Imc B. fleilcluuaa Ca). Mabel Flei9Cheeno (a), A. Fndeober1 (a). 
CeliaFriedllWl (n), Jacob GoUslein (11. b). 0.Tid Gross (b), IIUC Bambur1er (n). Fred 
lmct (b), Mr. ud Mn. H. H. Jalf• (A), Jalf• &BaylN (b). A. Ia,lu (a). lluold 
Ioslosty (b). I. (oslolty (A), Jujs llaffin Ioslosty <n. b). Lena Ioslosty (n). Ben 
Lnia (a). Mn. Bea Lffia (a). Saa Maadel(n). L. R. lloles (a). Louis RoNnthal (n). 
Mrs. A1tred SaaueJs (n). Mr. Arthur Samuels (n. b), EUDbetJi ud BeleJl Samuels (n). 
Batty s.idtanr1 (a, b). S.idunr1 &c Fnyd (b). A. A. S.boat..c:k (a. b), Mn. ~-A. 
Slloabecl <n). ltayaond W. Silnr <n>. Sol Sifftraan <n>. Barney Simon (b), Mn. B. 
SilDoa (n), Wilemu (b), B•lll'Y Wolf(n). 
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1Mi/y Tim~; and Zachary J. Loussac, the city's most significant 

philanthropist. 

What were the environmental factors which attracted people to 

Alaska and Anchorage? The earliest pioneers were attracted to Alaska by 

her plentifuJ furs. From the earliest times, Alaska's eamomy was based on 

fur trading, this changed in 1880, with the discovery of gold at Juneau. Gold 

remained important to the economy, but there was a new impetus for 

economic development on the horizon. namely the Alaska Railroad. 

There were several railroads oonstructed in Alaska prior to the Alaska 

Railroad. The earliest, built in the period 1898 to 1900, was the White Pass 

and Yukon Route, which proceeded from Skagway to the Yukon River at 

Whitehorse. Yukon.125 Another major line was the Copper River and 

Northwestern Railroad, built between 1906 and l 9 J 1. from Cordova, on 

Prince William Sound, north to a huge copper ore deposit in the Wrangell 

Mountains.126 A third railroad, incorporated in the state of Washington in 

J 902, wu the Alaska Centrat,127 Its goal wu to provide a route which lay 

entirely in U.S. territory. The prospective railroad was to travel in the 

direction of the Klondike, Fairbanks, and Nome goldfields.128 The planned 

southern terminus wu Seward, then northward through the Susitna Valley, 

Broad Pass, and on to the northern terminus at the Tanana River. From the 

banks of the Tanana, passengers would board riverboats to the gold.fields. 

In 1903. when gold was discovered on the Chena River. the developers 

decided to extend the route n«th to Fairbanks. Construction bqan on 

125 Stu Cohen, -rhe History of nilroadina in Alasta: since 1198," TJJ, biJroMI N,n. 
Volume 3. Humber 3. July, 1990, p. l. Set, Stu Cohen, bib.4aw.s m, Tlu,dn., A 
lmtarical ~ of TJJ, AIMbll&iJ.rwd. 
126 TL'd 1 u,I! .,p .. 
127 Ibid., p. l . 
12& Ibid., p. l . 
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August 23, 190◄ in Seward.129 Over the ne1t several years, the Alaska 

Central Railroad Company had financial difficulties, and in 1908 was 

reorganized as the Alaska Northern Railway Company.130 By 1910, track 

had been Jaid up to Kern Creek. on Turnagain Arm, (south of present day 

Anchorage), but funds ran out and construction halted. 

In 191 ◄. a federal survey party from the Alaska Engineering 

Commission (ABC). set up a field headquarters near the mouth of Ship 

Creek..131 They filed a report which encouraged U.S. Government ownership 

and operation of the railroad.132 Anticipating President Woodrow Wilson's 

favorable reaction to their engineering report, they left a small aew behind 

to build a mess hall and hospital during the wint.er.133 On April 9, 1915, 

President Wilson announced the government would assume responsibility 

fot building the Alaska Railroad. Even before the President's decision had 

been rendered, a squatter's settlement (tent city) developed. By June, more 

129 Ibid., p. J. 
130 Ibid., p. 1. 
131 Michael E. Cuberey, "Patterns of the Put," TJJ,A.lab),umal, Auwt111J.. 1979. 
p.22. 

Before die IUJIUller ot 191', die area dill is nOY Aacborqe,,.. bOYn IS Sblp 
Creek. The •Ultllllnt,,.. built on the bub of th.al,.,...., When .lupr boall beau 
to ply the upper reaches of Coot IAJet, Ute n&en just off Ship Cree.t became bOYn IS 
· [Jut Aachon,e: It,,.. from this poiAt tb.9' uwJ cratt could tNCh the toYD of IA.it 
or the .u.leaent of Ship Creek. The lipter ud smaller cratt ,r.hich uaJoaded supplies 
from th• teeee•bips 1an rile to uother uae -- Ship Creet Luclin1. 

But it,,.. the U.S. Post Office Depanaent ,rhich aan the IDYil the A&me 
"Anchorqe: ha April 1915, shortly after PresidtAl Willon 111KW the route of the 
aonrJl.lUAt railroad, pn,aratiOAI for a polt office,,.,. .... ao,doA Chue YU 
a,poiAttd poete••r. a. made it cleu, mail,,.. to be •at to· Aac.horqe: 
132 The AlastaEAaiANriAI Cneehllioa fouAd the Shii, Cret.t D desirable becauJe it 
,,.. a conna.iut su,iAa area f roa ,rJlic.h to build the railrotd to the llawausb coaJ 
r.et•. ha tdditioA. the site,,.. roupty aidny benreen Senrd aad Flirbeab. Ma 
harbor. it did not ban spec.ial tdnAlqes. iA fact Tide-ranaiA1 tides. siltttio.n. ud the 
mud flall pOlld sipiflcut probleas. 
1 SS "Otadltiou e& Sb.Ip Cnet.· 111• hik 11,n. Much 6, 1,1,: ud ·Lt&esl About die 
RailtN,d," 11l•hikN,n, Ma.rch 'D.1915. 
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than 2,000 people packed into the settlement.134 The promise of railroad 

construction attracted sourdoughs and would-be entrepreneurs from all over 

the territory. 

Leopold David 

Leopold David arrived at Ship Creek in May 1915.135 He v born in 

Nordbausen. Germany on August 21 . 1881.136 In search of a better life, his 

parents brought the five children (Hannah, Clara, Martha, Mu. and Leopold) 

to Brooklyn during the 1880s.137 The Davids owned a soap factory. 

After tbe death of his parents. Leopold and Max joined the U. S. Army 

to fight in the Spanish-American War ( 1898 ). According to numerous 

sources. Leopold was not old enough to enlist, so he changed his date of birth 

from I 881 to 1878. • 38 They served in the Philippines during 1901. Mu 

died tbere in March. After assignments in Port Columbus, New York and 

W alJa Walla. W uhington, Leopold was assigned to fort f.gbert, Alaska on 

October 31. 190.f. I 39 

134 Michael E. Carberry, ·Patterns of the Put." Tll6 Alubjo11rDal. Autum.A, 1979. 
p. 22. 
135 From L.opoJd David's application for aembenbip i.n 1.he Bea.evolea.t Aa.d 
Protectin Order OfElb. 1918. Beraice Blooafield Collection. Aa.chora,e Muteum of 
History ud Art Library, Bo1 A. File Folder 8. 
I '6 Ibid .• OJI. cit. 
137 From the penona1 notes of Beraice Blooafield. 19n. Bernice Blooafield 
Collectioa.. Aa.chon,e Mu•um of llil&ory ud Art Library. Bo1 A, Fil• Folder 10. 
133 Ibid., OJI. cit From a conversation ,rith Carolyn David BuUer. Leopold ud Alla.a 
Duid's daupter. 

A nuaber of AJutan ,ources ate L.opold DaTid YU born io. Nw Yort. 1878. 
The ,ources do Aot re.lale ,rho cared for his lilters alter their pareo.tl dea&h. Carolio.e 
David BuUer remeabered that Bunah (the youa1est> .,,.. Nat bact to Gtrmuy •hen 
mother ud ta&her died ill Nw York. Later she lind io. Bollud. I han aet ay cousio.s 
there. Th-,,,.,.. hidden tor yean by Dutcb on the GtnuA border, ud a!oo.1 ,rith 
Buaah. li't'ed tb.roup the nr. Btraic• Blooafi•ld Collectioa, Aa.chora,e Mu•um. of 
Bi,tor, ud Art Library. Bo& A. File Foldtr 10, 11p. cit 
I 59 IAopold i)ayid's llotpital Corps Card. Btmic• Blooafield Collection. Aocbora,e 
Mu•u• of Biltory ud Art Libnry, Bos A, File Folder 1. 
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At Fort F.gbert, David held the rank of Sergeant First Qass, Hospital 

. Corps, U. S. Army. On January 30. 1905, he was dispatched on a mercy 

mission to Circle City, where a diphtheria e·pidemic had broken out among 

the Indians. His official report110 recounted weather conditions on the trail 

of 25 degrees below zero (the weather he wrote, "was not very cold"), 

blowing snow and accumulations of several feet which obliterated the trail, 

problems with his sled dogs, the manner of life among the Indians, how be 

treated the cases of diphtheria, and his return to Fort Egbert on April 6. He 

received a Certificate of Merit accompanied by the following letter. 

Fort f.abert. A[ 
September 2. 190, 

Sergeant, 
I take much pleasure in forwarding to you your Certificate of 

Merit awarded to you by the President oi the United States, in 
recognition oi your distinguished service last winter in connection 
with the relief of the diphtheria stricken Indians duriq the Arctic 
storm. While the honor confirmed by the certificate. upon you 
individually. is so well deserved, yet as a soldier your conduct as weu 
as your reward for it has brought upon the Army of the United States 
and upon the pr<iession of arms, generally that honorable renown, 
which stimulates righteous pride and inspired further heroic actions. 
And in congratulating you, we of the JJmy, therefore, now share with 
you the honor oonf erred without having shared the hardships and 
suffering.a through which it wu won. You have the good wishes ol all 
at Port f.abert. 

Yours respectf'ully, 
Major (unreadable) 
3rd U.S. Jnf'antry, Commandingl◄ t 

140 A tnaltcript of Off id's official report is fflillbl• in Box A. File Folder 7. 
HI Traucript of inlffYiff Yith Caroline Dffid Butler. pl 4. a.nuc:e Blooafi1ld 
CoU.dioa. Aachorq, IIU11Ua of llillory ud Art Library, Bos A, File Folder 13. 

/ 
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r ..._ 
Leopold David was honorably discharged in September t 905. 1◄2 

Upon his discharge, David settled in Seward.143 His Army experience 

as a pharmacist's assistant enabled him to become manager of the Seward 

Drug Company. Like many pharmacists of that time. bis knowledge of 

medicinal ingredients brought him the title "doctor." In numerous articles of 

the Se-nrd 11'eek/y61J.erny between 1905 and 1911. we read about "Dr. 

David." In fact, the Deoember 25, 1909, Se-nrd Weekly 61te,v1y, carried an 

advertisement foc Leopold David as a "physician and surgeon." 

During bis time in Seward, David met Anna [arasek, they were 

married on November 10, 1909. 

David-Karasek Wedding 
Dr. Leopold David and Miss Anna [arasek were quietly married 

in the social ball of the steamer Yucatan at 10 o'clock last night Rev. 
L. H. Pedersen performing the ceremony. Mrs. David was formerly 
principal of the Seward Public schools and enjoys a large circle of 
friends in this town. She reached Seward on the Yucatan. Dr. David is 
manager of the Seward Drug Company and enjoys great personal 
popularity. Dr. and Mrs. David have taken the Boe residence on 
Second Ave. I◄◄ 

1◄2 Leopold Dffid'1 Hospital Corps Card. Benuce Bloomfield Collection, Ao.chora,e 
Mu•u• of Bi.l&ory ud An Library, Bo1 A, File folder 7. 
1 ◄3 T,ro other jns ,rho liTed in Sen.rd ,ren: Leon Urbuh ud Sol Urie. 

Leon Urbach YU born in 1815. in Sidney, Nebnsta. IJl 1915 he .Wed in 
Sward ud J'U a dry aoodl busmea Yhich his IOA l&i11 ope.rates today. Be TIS a put 
J)t'elident of th• Snard Chamber of Coaaerce. Muter of his Muo-4.ic Loda•. ud on the 
Draft Board. Durio.a th• Eilellhc,,rer ~o.. he ,rent &o Yuhio.poo., D.C. as the 
A1ub Draft Board Dile ..... ud YU decora&ed by Uae Presideot. Inte"iff •ith Larry 
Urbach, IOA of UOJl Urbach, February. 1991. 

Sol Urie YU bora in the Broa1, Nn York, on juuary 9, 1900/01. Bis faaily 
came from Auttria. Tb• Cuaily uae YU actually UJ"Y, but th.e Jllid,rife chu1ed the 
spellio.1 Oil his binb ceJ'tificaa.. a. YU tniaed u a bater. At Uae a,e of nn.ea, he 
ru nay fro• hoae to join the Army. Be YU a&ioaed in AJasb ,rith the YAMCATS 
CYuhinpon ud A1ub Military Cable ud Tete....,h Syaa). After the Finl Yorld 
War he l8U1ed bl Snard ud opera&ed the Snard Bakery uatil the Secoad Yorld Yar. 
IAte"iff ,rith Lee llcherney. sae)Hllupter of Sol Urie, February. 1991. 
144 S,nn/ ,~o..n,. Noveaber 13. 1909. 

Aaaa .lanle.t,,.. • aoA-J.y. Th• Dffide niled t,,o c.hildnA: Carollile ud Leo 
Jr. CaroliAe, isl llv 19'77 islteniff ,ridl Benuce Blooafield. ICal8d ·1 didn't reiila that 
our fuwy YU ,Jffilll• ad lb• YU certaia, aeither did her brother. See. Tnucri1t of 
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He also earned a law degree and passed the Washington State Bar by 

oorrespondence. 1 ◄5 In 1909, the Davids temporarily moved to Susitna 

Station, where he served as the Deputy U. S. Marshal.146 The June l 9, 1909 

Sernrd Weezly 66teny carried the following story of local import 

MARSHAL DAVID REACHES SEW ARD 
Deputy Marshal L. David of Susitna reached Seward this 

morning, bringing with him two prisoners, William Foster, charged 
with insanity, and Sepple Kaster. bound over by Commissioner Parris 
on a charge of selling liquor to natives. David departed in a launch 
from Susitna, came down to Sunrise, secured William Snooks as a 
guard, and came over the Johnson Creek road to mile 3.f on the Alaska 
Central. Missing the train, the party came to Seward by handcar. 

Marshal David reports considerable mining activity in the 
Susitna country. The benches on cache Creek are showing up 
e1tremely rich. The river steamer Alice sucxessfully made the trip to 
Indian river. the bead of navigation on the Susitna, and landed 
supplies for a trading station to be established there by the A. C. 
Company. · 

The Davids moved to Kruk on June 1, 1910. There, he was appointed 

United States CommiHioner, 1◄7 a post he held until 1921. As Commi11ioner, 

David recorded legal instruments (deeds, mioina claims and the lite) and 

served u e1-<>fficio probate judae. t◄& Moreover, he continued in the 

pharmacy busine11, and was active in K.nik as head of the Chamber of 

Commerce and the Commercial Cub. In 1921, David went into private Jav 

practice with L. V. Ray. In the February 8. 1922. ADC/Ja"~ D.uy Times. 

they bougbt the following advertisement. "RAY & DAVID. Attorneys at Law, 

iAten-in, with Carolla• David BuUer, pp. 1~. op. cit Bernice Bloomfield Collection. 
Aochorqe Mu.um of llil&ory ud Art Library. Bo1 A. File Folder 13. 
t45 Ibid .. op. cit 
146 S.nn/ '•klTlillln,. March 13. 1909. 
147 S.nn/ ,.ui,o.n,. March 13. 1911. 
t◄a Bernice Bloollf'•ld r.ou.cUon. Aochorqe Mu.um of llillory ud Art Ubrary, Bo1 
A. Fil• Folder a, o, cit 



Offices At Anchorage and Seward." Ray managed the firm's business in 

Seward and David ran the Anchorage office. 

When Leopold David arrived at Ship Creek in May 1915, it bad 

developed from a bustling tent city into a townsite. As the U. S. 

Commissioner and District Recorder, his signature was affixed to virtually 

every land transaction.1◄9 In newspaper advertisements he stopped using 

the tiUe "doctor," apparenUy he preferred "attorney at law." From 1923 

until his death in 1924', Leopold David was listed u "Judge."1,0 In 

Anchorage, be held memberships in numerous fraternal organitations, 

including the Elks, the Moose Lodge, the Shriners, and the Masons.''' He 

served as a trustee on the board of the Aocba-qe 1Mi1y Times, became 

director of the Bank of Anchorage, and was on the Board of Regents for the 

Alaska Agricultural College and School of Mines (the predecessor to 

University ot AJaska, Fairbanks).1,2 

Leopold David became the first mayor of Anchorage. He had often 

turned down his friends who uked him to run for public office, but this time 

he relented. In the "Minutes of the First Regular Meeting of the City Council 

of the City of Anchorage, Alaska, November 26, 1920," it states: 

149 Ibid .. t1p. cit. 
15t Allc/Jof¥,IJtlilTTia#, 1923-~924. op. cit. 

bl a utter froa Mn. Ray ( ,ridoY of L.V. Ray) to Bentlee BlooJILfie1d. she writes 
that ena thoup cn■■inioaen nre aot juqes. ap,areatly they ,rere called "juqe" 
bec:au,e Ibey held court. Bernice Blooafield CoHectioA, Aachora,e Mu.um of History 
aad Art Librvy, Bos: A. File Folder 10. op dt. 
1,1 Bemice Blooafield Collectioa. Aachora,e Mu•ua of History aad Art Librvy. Bo1 
A. File FoJder a. op dt. 
152 Ibid., Bos A. FU. Folclen Sud 12, op ~ii. S.., "t.o901d ])ayid Nomiaaa.d For Coll•1• 
Board: bd~ DlilT TUii#, March 29, 1923. AJJo, ...... lltl AccejJl Collea• Aaae1," 
bc/J~ IJtlilT Till#, October 1,. 1923. 
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By unanimous vote LeoPold David was elected President of the 
Council and ex officio Mayor of Anchorage,153 

He was elected to two terms,1 5◄ thus serving as Anchorage's mayor from 

November 26, 1920 to April 11 . 1923. 

Leopold David died on November 21 , 192◄. at the age of forty-five. 

The ne1t day's newspaper read: 

A GOODMAN 
The one paramount subject in Anchorage today is the death of 

Judge David. While mostly every one knew that be bad not been well 
for the past few weeks, no one realized that there was any danger and 
all expected to see him around in a few days as usual 

Judge David was Anchorage's most outstanding figure. He knew 
more about the town; and the oountry and about the people of the city 
and vicinity than did any other and his indlvlduallty, ability and 
activity wu and always will be generally recognized as long as any of 
the pioneers of this section survive. 

As I good citiz.en, the Judge w1s the tut word. Virtually 
hundreds of people hereabouts remember him today for some 
substantial kindness he hu done them in the days past, and these acts 
of kindness were always without noise or ostentation. Perhaps the 
man with the best and most finished education of any in the 
oommunity, bis talk and attitude wu always bumble, and the friends 
that mourn for him oount among them 11 many oC the unsuooessf ul as 
it does those who have won regard in a worldly way. 

Bver since the old tnik days. Judge David hu been the big man 
of this section of Alaska. As an official and prdessionaJ man tie was 
such that bis put performances will be an e1ample for those who 
follow him. But more as a devoted husband, a lovina father and the 
kindest of friends will his name ever be recalled by the hundreds of 
people who knew him here. And with all of these Sterlin& qualities he 
was a man with the keenest sense ol humor: one who rMJpiTA!d the 
frailties of human character and wu ever on the lookout for the 
smallest point to say inf avor o( any one he knew. By bis death 
Anchorage loses in favor of any one be knew. By his death Anchorage 

153 Jlillut.s of l/J, Finl b,ulu ~ of l/J, CitTC«uldl of l/J, CitT of Aadlo~, 
A/,ab, No~Z6, /8. Bemiee B&ooafitld Collecuon. Allcbora,1 MU11ua of 
Bil&oJT aad Art Library, Bos A, Fil, Folder a. .. 
154 AccordiA1 to oA• 10Urce, h•,,.. ,1,cted to thne wnu. SM. lb.id., op. cit 
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loses one or the most able lawyers in the Division and an ideaJ 
American Otizen.155 

L. V. Ray, David's law partner and Otto Wahlgren, bis brother-in-law, were 

scheduled to sail the S.S. Yukoo to Anchorage. However. due to rough sees 

on the Gulf of Alaska. they were delayed, as was the funeral. David was 

buried in a Masonic service on December 7, 192-f.156 Leopold David and his 

wife Anna, are buried in the Masonic section of the Anchorage Cemetery. 

llidore ·1te· Bayle• 

Isidore "Ike'' Bayles was another extremely important person in the 

development of Anchorage. Bayles was born. February 22, 1876, in Libau, 

Lithuania.•57 the son of Herman and Bdith Bayles.IS& He lived in Victoria, 

British Columbia prior to the tl~ndike Gold Rush. After entering Alaska. he 

married Beatrice in 1909, they raised two daughters, Edith Rosa and Dorothy 

Pr<>&ress. t 59 

In 1898. Bayles joined the tlondike stampede and hikedl60 over the 

White Pass to Dawson.161 There, be opened a business and remained for sil 

years.162 Although the sources do not specify which type of business, one 

1,5 bdu,np o.ilT Tillln. NOTtmber 22. 192◄. 
I 56 "AAchona• Pays Final Tribute -- Leopold DaTid." klcJJorv- IJlily TiJlln. 
December a. 19Z◄. 
157 "'lte' Baytn. PionNr Ancho.rq, Merchant Din IJl Su Francisco," Ailc.lJon,, 
PlilT Till#, Jun• 1. 19'6. Bl.rnice Bloomfield Collection, Anc.horqe Mu,eua of 
Hil&ory and An Librvy, Bo1 A:file Folder 16. 
158 DPid and Willlua Tewkesbury. T,rbdwy's '"" 's '"" ill A.Jabud A1ab 
IJusiD#$:I /ad,z, Yol 1917 I (Juneau: Tntnbury Publishers, 19C), op. cit. 
l ,, Ibid., op. cit. 
160 The White Pus and Yuton R&iltold,,.. not ru:ushect ll the ti.Ille Bay Jes •tout for 
DffloA. 
l 6l "ladore kyles." A.llcJJonv-JJm:, TilNs. ,Juuuy 3. 1950. 
162 Btnuce Blooafield Collect.ion. AAcJlon,e Muleum of llis&ory and Art Ubruy. Box 
B. File Folder 16, op di. "' 
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might conjecture it was a clot.bing store, since be later operated clothing 

stores in Fairbanks, lditarod and Anchorage. Several items in the ldituod 

Piom!el" and the Jdituod Nuaet referred to Bayles· business and those of 

other Jews. In Fairbanks and lditarod, he was in business with the Isaacs 

Brothers (Abe and Charles).163 

Returning to Fairbanks 
Abe Isaacs. the well known clothier, and gents' furnisher, is on 

his way back to Fairbanks to send down more of his first class goods. 
Abe will stay in Fairbanks and Mr. Ike Bayles will come down here to 
attend to the business at this point. We will be glad to welcome 
lke.164 

ISAA~ BROTHERS CHOOSE QUARTERS 
Having selected the lot between the present locations of J. 

Goldstein and Loussac·s drug store on First street, Ike Bayles, member 
of tbe firm of Isaacs Brothers & Co., is mating preparations to ao 
ahead witb the erection of a frame building there, 2-f by 30 feet, in 
tbe back part of which will be situated living quarters for himself and 
family.165 

Bayles was active in various civic organizations throughout his life. 

Early evidence of this is found in lditarod, wbere be was the vice-president 

of the lditarod Masonic Qub.166 He alto t~k an active role in the 1911 

drive to incorporate lditarod. 

Incorporation Btection Set for April 11 
Fairbanks, Jan. 25. -- In the matter of the incorporation of the 

town ol lditarod, Judae Overfield yesterday afternoon signed the 
order for the holdina d an election at lditarod on April 11 to 
determine if the town is to be incorporated. and for the further 
purpose of electing a city council. 

163 Ibid., qp. cit. 
164 /diww/Pioa,u, July 10, 1910. 
16, Jdil&rotl Pioa•r. Au,ua 21. 1910, For a ,roaderM picwre of the ttore .... ·City 
Seu Louaac Day To BoJl!r Pb.ilanthropilt, • bdlqrv-JclT Til#s, July 10, 1962. p . 6. -
166 Jdil&rot!KI/IIW, Febrvvy 1. l9U. 
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. .. Tbe election board appointed for the April election. consists of 
George W. Albrecht. A. E. Light, and I. Bayles .. . . 167 

As a result of that election. lditarod incorporated and Ike Bayles beoome one 

of the seven men to sit on lditarod's first city council. In fact, of the fifteen 

candidates. he received the second highest vote totat. • 6& As a point of 

interest. Zachary J. Loussac, who later became Bayles· lifelong friend in 

Anchorage, was elected to the lditarod Board of Education . 

.}ewishly, Ike Bayles was more committed than most of his oo

religionists. He owned a Sef er Torah and conducted religious services in 

lditarod, a function he would also fulfil in Anchorage.169 There is ample 

evidence in the 1910 lditarod newspaper: 

JEWS OBSERVE PAST DAY LAST WIB 
Last Wednesday evening and Thursday morning, short prayer 

e1ercises were held at Isaacs Bros. store where, under the leadership 
of Ike Bayles, u1umiq temporarily the office of Rabbi, the orthodox 
Jews of the city indulged in solemn observance of Yom [ippur, or the 
Day of Atonement. . .. 110 

YOM UPPUR DULY OJJSERVED 
The great Jewish fast day, Yom tippur, or the Day of 

Atonement, began on Wednesday evening at sundown. and ended on 
Thursday evening at sunset. Services appropriate to the event were 
held on Wednesday evening and on Thursday morning in Isaacs Bros. 
& Co.'s store, Isaac Baylis (Bayles) acting u rabbi. Both services were 
largely attended by the Jewish residents of the city.171 

167 /di/lJ'tNIN1111«, March 22, 1911. 
16& /di/lJ'tld Nuu-t, Ai,ril 12, 1911. See aho. ldi/lJ'tld Nuu,I. Much 22 throup April 
12, 1911, OJJ. cit ; ldi/lJ'tNINuu,t, Ai,ril 19, 1911. 
169 Benlice Blooat"11ld Collection. Aachorqe llu,eua of History ud Art Library, Bo1, 
B, File Folder 16, DJJ di. 
170 IdlWfltlNllu,l,Ocu,ber 16, 1910. 
171 Ibid., October 19, 1910. 
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Although the newspaper wrote "lsuc Baylis." it wu a mistake. The writer 

simply confused Ike with Isaac, or some such thing. Baylis was another 

typographical error. 

Bayles also led a Pusover Seder in the spring of 1911. This particular 

item in the ldiurod NJJ68el provides the names ol other Jews who lived in 

Alaska. 

The Passover Seuon. 
The Jewish Passover. wbicb cx,rresponds to the Easter season. 

began on last Friday evening, and ended on Saturday evening, 
although the whole week is observed by the Jewish people. Services 
were held at A. B. Rome's store, I. Bayles officiating. Mter the services 
there was a dinner, especiaily prepared by Mrs. M. Wolf, of Discovery, 
Otter, who is in town. the guest being Messrs. I. Bayles, A. B. Rome, N. 
Rome. Albert Wile and Mr. and Mn. M. WoJf.172 

As stated above, Bayles and the lsucs Brothers operated a clothing 

store in Fairbanks. as early as JuJy 1910. They were, however. in Fairbanks 

almost two years earlier. In 1908, Robert Bloom of Fairbanks asked the Jews 

in attendance for Rosh HaShana.b to sip their names and contribute money 

to defray "the e1penses of holding the annual New Year & Yom K.ippur 

,ervices:·173 Thirty-eight names appear on the pledge sheet, including 

Isidore Bayles, Abe Isaacs, Charles lsua, A. B. Rome, N. Rome and M. Wolf. 

Ike Bayles arrived at Anchorage in 1915. He opened I. Bayles 

Oothiers at the corner d ◄th and D Streett, when Anchorage was still a tent 

city. Everything written about I. Baytn Clothiers, gave the impression that 

Bayles had no partners, however in newspaper advertitements of the day 

we find reference to Nathan Jafl'e. 

172 Ibid .. April 19, 1911. 
173 Bemice Blooafhld CoU.cuoa, AacJlonet ....... of lliltory aad Art Library, Bo1 
D, File Folder~- n, oriainal docu•m ii n,ened to be at the UJUYtnity of 
Wuhia,toa Archffn. 
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JAFFE & BAYL~. Quilts. All Sizes and Quality. From $2.50. 
All Wool Blankets, in Vicuna, Mottled and Gray. From $5.00. 
Sheet Blankets Prom 90c. 
JAFFE & BAilES, Cor. Fourth and D Streel 
The Home of Hart, Schaffner and Mari Good Oothes. 17◄ 

THE B~T and LARGEST 
. .. We handle good reliable merchandise, and our reputation of 

18 years in business in Alaska is back ol everything we sell. Our 
motto is a dollar's worth of merchandise for every dollar spent in our 
store. 

Every boat is bringing in our fall stock and a visit to our store 
will convince you that we have the goods ... _ 175 

There is also a Jaffe and Bayles advertisement in the December 5, 1916 issue 

of the Aacb<rqe Daily Times. 

As was bis custom in lditarod, Bayles participated in Anchorage 

oommun.ity organizations and in local governance. He was a member of the 

first Anchorage City Council in 1920, and served a total of eight terms in 

olfice.176 In 1925, be invested in the A~ Times and served as it's 

President from 1935 until his retirement in 1950.177 He served for nearly 

twenty years as chairman of the finahce oomauttee of Anchorage's July 

Fourth celebrations, and was a member of several clubs and Jodges.173 

After retirement, Bayles moved to San Francisco to live with his daughter 

Dorothy. He died on May 31, 1956, and is buried in San Francisco. 

\ 

17◄ A.adlonv, Dli1}' Tials. June a, 1916. 
175 A.ado~ JJ,,iJ,-Tia#. Au1ua 15. 1916. 
176 "A RESOUTl'ION BOraUNG ISAldE "IIE"' BAYUS, A PIONm ANCBCltAGE 
BUSINESSMAN AND CIVIC LEAJD, BY DEDICATING A PUBLIC TB<llOUGBFARE Ill BIS 
BON<ll," Bero.ice Blooaf"aeld Collection, Aachorqe lluteum ofllisaory ud Art Library, 
Bo1 B. File Folder 16. 
l77 Ibid . .• • , . Cil. 

171 "ladon BayJn." bdlo,_,,.JJaily TilHs. jaauary 3.19'0. 
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One year after Jke Bayles· death, bis daughters returned to Anchorage 

to bestow a precious gift upon the Jewish community -- Ike Bayles· Torah 

saoll. The A/Jdxrqe lMiJy Tim~s captioned the picture: 

TORAH PRfSENTED ANCHORAGE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Miss Dorothy Bayles 179 of SaQ Francisco (center) yesterday presented 
as a permanent possession at the Anchorage Jewish Community, the 
rare Torah owned by her late father. I. Bayles. longtime Anchorage 
businessman. The Torah is a scroll bearing the Old Testament in 
Hebrew. lt is the only one in Alaska and is kept at Chapel No. t. 
Elmendorf. for use in Jewish services. David Green (right) accepted 
the Torah as custodian in behalf of the local Jewish Community. It is 
being held by Z. J. Loussac, longtime friend of the Bayles family. The 
scroll is the gift of Miss Bayles and her sister. Mrs. Edith Martin of Los 
Angeles. ISO 

As a lasting tribute to Ike Bayles. the City of Anchorage, in 1977. 

passed a resolution of honor and dedicated a public thoroughfare in his 

name. "Ike Bayles Way" and "Bayles Plaza" are located at Anchorage's 

Sunshine Plaza Mall. not far from his original store location oC ◄th and D 

streeu.1&1 The large bronze memorial plaque reads: 

Ike Bayles· contributions to Ancborage were hallmarks in the 
development of the community. Born in Lithuania, he first came to 
Alaska in 1899. Soon after the aeation cl the Anchorage townsite in 
1915-6. he opened hit clothing store near this Jocation. He was 
instrumental in the inoorporation cl this city, terved on the school 
board. completed eight terms on the City Council, vas active in the 
Jewish Community. vu president cl the Anchorqe Daily Times and 
fostered aviation in Alaska. Altogether. he served A1uta and 
Anchorage for over 50 years in promoting orderly growth and sound 
government.. 

179 Mils Dorothy Bayles died in February 1958. at the aa• of "2. 
180 hdon,, D,ilJr TUii#. Jun• 20. 1957. The actual prneatation occurred on Jun• 
19, 1957. 
181 Bqln' orisiol l&on ,ru dearoyed ill tht 1~ Good Friday Earthquake. 
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Zacllary J. Lou11ac 

Zachary j. Loussac, son ot Vladimir and Rosalie,182 was born on July 

13. 1882 in Pokrov, Russia, about 30 miles from Moscow.1&3 His father was a 

sucx:essful manufacturer of picture frame molding, and hoped to afford a 

better education and proCessional trainin8 for his children.1&4 Business was 

Rood until· the 1890s, when German mouldill8S of superi9(" quality, deaeased 

the demand for Vladimir Loussac's product. There also were "problems" for 

youfl8 Zachary at school. As an engineer in8 student at the Imperial 

Polytechnical Institute at Moscow, he was branded a revolutionary by the 

f aculty.185 According to Loussac, his revolutionary activity amsisted of 

reading Marx, Engels, and pamphlets published by socialists and anarchists. 

Loussac explained: 

I never went for anarchism, they were blowing up stores, shops, 
and government buildlnas. But I did ao for some phrases ot the 
socialist program as a means ol improving the lot ol tbe Russian 
people. I attended meetings of students and others who had as their 
objective the changing oC the government, but we never taited of 
violenoe. Our legislative branch had no power. We were governed 
entirely by the Tsar's regime and the Greet Orthodox Cburch.1&6 

Loussac·s activities were labeled revolutionary, because before the 1917 

Revolution, there was oo Bolshevism in Russia. Lounac disawered that be 

wu under surveillance and was on the list for banishment to Siberia. He did 

1a2 .Dffid ud Yi.Uiaa Tntesbury, r,rk#/Jury's rAo s rAo hi A1Mb ad .41.ub 
JJusill,sshldtlr, YoJ 1917 /(Juneau: Trirblbury Publilhen. 1947),0 . 
1&5 ·City Seta Loul9&C Day To Honor PhiluUu'opist," be/Jo~ JJ&ilT TUI#. July 10. 
1962. p . • . 
114 As a poiA.t ot interest. oa p . 10. it .reads: ·1.ouaac·s father,,., a rabbi ill Russia." 
There ii oo other ma&erial refeniD1 10 Louaac·s Cather u a rabbi. 
aa, Ibid .• p. ◄. 
116 Ibid .• p. ◄. 
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not wait for the order to be filled. Loussac fled to southern Russia to visit his 

grandmother and aossed the border into Germany. 

In Germany, Loussac had no money and thus found it impossible to 

continue work on his engineering degree. It was 1899, and he thought about 

emigrating to America. 

I wrote an uncle who had gone to the United States in 1898 
and asked him to send me a ticket so I coutd do the same. It was 
quite customary among our people to do things like that. 

My uncle had a small mercantile business in Et Reno, Oklahoma. 
He sent me the ticket and I left for New York City in 1900.137 

Upon his arrival to New York City, Loussac secured employment as a 

drui store errand boy in a Ru11ian neighborhood on the lower Bast Side. 

LitUe did the eighteen year old immigrant know. that the drug business 

would be the mainstay of his economic career for the nen forty-two years. 

One day u Loussac worked in the pharmacy, he met a man who was going to 

the [Jondike to the join the gold rush. He wu impreseed with this man. 

I liked the man -- the way he waited, the way he talted and his 
dreams of digging gold out of the fillls. I decided I wanted to go too. 
But like many others. I aot the idea that the '1ondite wu in Alaska. I 
set my goal tor A.taska.la& 

In 1901, Loussac quit his job, took the litUe bit of money he had, and bopped 

railroad bOJcars to the Wesl He bribed the brakeman periodically so he 

could stay in the deluie boicars, and meted out money for sandwiches. 

Unfortunately, the trip took longer than Loussac had e1pecied, and he ran 

117 .Ibid.,,. i . 
188 Ibid., p. i . 



our of mone_y in Great Falls, Montana. There, he found work in a drug store. 

Loussac remembered: 

I had a lucky break. I asked the tovn druggist for a job. He didn't 
particularly want me. And ordinarily he wouldn't have talted to me 
about it. But it happened that his clerk had turned up drunt and the 
druggist fired him. The store had many problems and the druggist 
was so hard pressed that he welcomed me to his one-man staff. I 
worked there for siI montbs.1&9 

Loussac saved enough money to travel back to New York City. On the 

way, be stopped to visit his uncle in El Reno, Oklahoma. His uncle wanted 

Loussac to work in the business with him, but he respectfully declined. He 

reoounted: 

He was kind and generous and had a fine business, small as it was . 
. . . but for me that was no career. Business was frowned on in my 
family. It was a professional life that I had been tauant to seek. . . . I 
returned to Nev York in 1901 and enrolled in the New York College of 
Pharmacy. To pay for my education and to live while I went to the 
college, I worked in a drug store every night.190 

In 1903, Loussac graduated and became the pharmacist in the 

· Waldorf-Astoria Hotel drug store. However, he still bad dreams of going to 

AJask.a and striking it rich. Several years later-, in 1907, two tall m~ 

wearing big western hats entered the pharmacy. Intrigued, Loussac asked 

them to tell him all about the wild west. The men. Senator Stuart of Nevada, 

and Senator-Piles of Washington, were only too pleased to oblige Loussac. 

Moreover, they enc:ourqed Loussac to follO'fl bis Alu.tan dream. Be said: 

119 Ibid., p. ◄. 
191 Ibid., p. ◄. 
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That was enouab !or me. r qun my job. took my pharmacist license oIT 
the wall, peeled some bills off my S4f 50 ban.troll and bought a ticket to 
SeatUe.191 

Loussac's railroad passage to SeatUe was quite enjoyable, but bard 

times met rum there. He had to wait three months for a steamboat to 

AJasta. and during the delay, entirely depleted his savings. At long last, 

Loussac boarded ship for Vancouver. British Columbia. with continuing 

passage to Nome. The voyage from Vancouver lasted forty-two days, two 

weeks of which the ship, Trasit , vas icebound. Loussac disembarked 

Trasit and stepped ashore at Nome, July 12. 1907. t 92 

At Nome. Loussac tried his hand at gold mining. He entered into an 

unsuccessful partnership and it became painfully evident that he vas not cut 

out to be a prospector. He left Nome broke and vent back to SeatUe in 

October 1907 .19! Loussac returned to his chosen vocation. working for drug 

stores in the cities of Seattle and San Francisco until the summer ol 1908. 

Undeterred by his misfortune in Nome, Loussac journeyed to Haines, Alaska, 

where he hoped to give prospecting one more attempt. There, he managed a 

drug store. and waited for word ol a gold strike. 

In 1909, word came ol the great gold disoovery at lditarod, in the 

Alaskan interior. Loussac hardly knew the location of lditarod, but his 

interest vu peaked. He entered into a short partnership witb Jimmy Fay, 

vho ovn~d the building in which tbe drug store was a tenant. This 

partnership, hovever, vu not for prospecting purposes, instead Loussac and 

Fay opened a drug store in lditarod. His store vu adjacent to Ike Bayles·, 

and the tvo d them forged a friendship which luted their lifetimes. 

191 Ibid., p, , . 
192 Ibid .. p. , . 
193 Ibid., p. 6. 
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Loussac·s pharmacy in Iditarod was destroyed by the great fire of 

1911 . which engulfed the entire business block.19-4 He rebuilt the building. 

The April 12, 1911, ldiluod Nuaet followed Loussac's prQ8ress. 

City Drug Store Building. 
Z. J. Lousaac·s new City Drug Store building is practically 

completed and it is in every way a a-edit to its enterprising owner and 
the town. The building is two stories in height. and the interior is .. . 
Washington fir. The drug store is commodious and nicely arranged to 
meet the demands oC the trade, and when Mr. Loussac·s new fixtures 
arrive and are in place. there will be no· neater store in the north .... 

Loussac·s new store was magnificent, but in the spring oC 1911, when many 

miners did not return to lditarod. the town and Loussac vent broke. In 

1912. now thirty years old. be returned to Seattle. but found no wort 

there.195 In San Francisco, the Owl Drug Company hired Loussac. The 

income vat modest, but it allowed him to begin payment oC his lditarod 

debts. While Loussac was in San Francisco, he joined a club of Alaskans. The 

purpose oC which 

. . . was to promo~ a man named Strong for appointment as governor 
oC the territory oC Alaska. He got the appointment and soon after he 
took olf ice at Juneau, he invited me to come there ... a drug store 
needed a man.196 

In the spring oC 1913. Loussac arrived in Juneau. Within the year. he 

purchased his own drug store.197 By 191 ~. Loussac·s attention was drawn 

19-4 ldiwodNuuw, April 5. 1911. See, Sinn/ '•klTO..ny, April 15. 1911. For a 
Yonderful picture of the store, tee, "City Sets Loussac Day To Honor Philanthropist," 
bdJorv- /JJu1r TilHs. July 10. 1962, p. 6. 
•" "City Sets Loussac Day To Honor Philutb.ropitl." A.a~on,, Ji.iJy Tuns. July 10, 
1962,p. 7. 
196 Ibid .. s,. 7. ,.. 
19? Ibid., p.a. Ioteret&ioa!J, ii,,.. Mrs. Jiaay fay, the YidoY or Loussac·s lditarod 
putAer, ,rho 1oaaed Ilia tile S3.500. 
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away from Juneau and in the direction of [nik Arm, the construction site of 

the Alaska Railroad. In 1916. he traveled to Anchorage. 

I came out and looked around. I came aaoss my old neighbor at 
lditarod, Mr. Bayles. He was thinking of putting in a men's store just 
like the one be bad in lditarod. We vent together and bought a lot at 
Fourth Avenue and D Street. He built his men's store and I built my 
drug store ne1t door, just like lditarod. We each had buildings about 
25 by 50 feet.198 

Loussac continued: 

My Anchorage store grew fast and I found I couldn't be in two places 
at once, so I sold my Juneau store and moved to Anchorage to live. 
This was June 1916. There was still a tent city on the Ship Creek flats. 
but the business establishments on Pourth Avenue were taking 
sbape.199 

In the November -f. 19 I 6. Aocb<rqe IAi/y Times. there is a lengthy 

advertisement which illustrates Loussac·s business acumen. Under the 

beading: ''Loussac·s Daily Gossip," there is a list of upcoming community 

events. and a wide variety of items in stock. The list ol events vat 

obviously ol great interest to the local re1ident1. By this time, Loussac 

already had two locations. The advertlsementlinisbes. "Lou11ac·s Drug 

Stores, <fth and D St., <fth and H st., Immediate Delivery. In subsequent ads, 

"Loussac's Daily Gossip" includes the sub-heading "Cents and Sense."200 For 

several weeks at the begiooioa of a new year. he would title bis column "Full 

19& Ibid .. p.a. 
199 Ibid., p.a. 
2to Effll1ewae Atwood, n, lw..t' Slf,q (A ...,hMt 1n,-ncl for the dedicauoa of 
&II• Loulllc Public Library. 19',>. Beraice 81ooafttld Collection, Anchorqe Muwum 
of llillol'J ~d Art Library, Bos B, File Folder 23. 
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Steam Ahead!" and proceed to tell what a wonderful year he had 

e1perienced and how be anticipated the new year to be even better. 20 t 

Loussac continually orrered special services to his customers. For 

example. in tbe early days when business was not as brisk as it became 

during World War 11, be provided a writing desk. paper, and envelopes 

without charge.202 Thus. anyone could drop by one ol his stores and write a 

letter. He guaranteed mail orders were sent out the same day they were 

received, invited customers to come in and play the latest phonORraph 

records, and shipped in fresh cut flowers (a real lu1ury in the pre-aviation 

days).213 

Lous,ac served three terms as Anchorage's mayor. during the years 

19.f7-J95O.2'4 His involvement in community organizations was broad and 

deep. He served as president ol the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce. the 

Rotary Oub, Pioneer Lodge (Igloo • 15 ), the Anchorap Times Publishing 

Company, 'and the Leque ex Alaskan Cities (president and founder). He 

held membership in Pioneers of Alaska, Alaska-Yukon Pioneers, Alaska 

· Housing Authority, Elks. Muons, Shrine and t.n.ights Temptar,205 B'nai Britb, 

2tl lb:..a . au .. op. ciJ. 
2t2 Jb!..I • au., op. cit 
ff! n,:..a . •. , o,. at. 
2t4 F.daoaclC.jeUery.F.aor, Naa - ,110:S&n. ,11111-SJJoial, ,11osJ)oiD1i1-
J9» (Aacl}ora,e: The Jeffery Publishi.aa O»mpuy, 1ffl), , . 119. 
ffl •atyS.UlouacO.,ToBoaor Philuthro,ist," Aadlo~AliJTTia,s, July 10. 
1962. p. If. Then is aa i.aterelliaa i&ea about Lou,sac ud the [Juah&s Teaplar. 

•wian Z. J. Laua.c ...._ a .. mber of the Muotuc Jodp he follcn,ed .bit usual 
cutaoa of doiA1 the mual tlwap i.a u uaulU&l ,ray. Be toot dtanes that jns rarely. 
ilenr.11et. 

llffnu. be IUl"ptilld local Muons •Jlea be uadenoot &Ile ~a.b&s Teaplar 
de.,..., ua Yluch ~ an bald oa &Ile Nff' T.,,,ee1at. Be had coa,tetecl 
So,ct;e 'Ule ntt Yllich is llaed oa &Ile Old Tn&uaeat. 

'It,,_ jUlt cviNilr.' Jae nplaia ... 'I Y&Ated &o 11e ,,.,.1 couldA't do il. I fou11ct 
._.wtoa)Jne .-...11waipthanbetaeabarntlia1. ltftl, 'An you 
Yilliaa to ..... Cbriltiaaity?' I Uloupt &llat onr aad ,_.ized •bat Christianity hu 
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and the Zionist Organization of America. During the World War II, he served 

as chairman of the War Bond Drives. 

In October of I 9.f6, Z. J. Loussac created the Loussac Foundation. The 

newspaper called him "one of the greatest benefactors in Anchorage;· others 

broadened the scope to include the entire state.206 The ADc/Jarqe 06ily 

Ti111t!s wrote: 

Loussac gave up approximately half of all the property he 
owned to give the foundation a start. He assigned tiUe to his half of 
the Loussac-Sogn building to a trust under which all proceeds from 
the building would be available for "social, cultural and reaeational 
purposes in Anchorage, especially for youth." 

... the public library .... Funds from the foundation are paying 
the entire cost of the building, which came to about S500,000.207 

When Loussac announced the establishment of the foundation, be said: 

The people of Anchorqe have been good to me. Bverything 
that I earned came from here and I want it used bere. I hope the 
property can be maintained and operated so that the revenue will be 
perpetual. ... 2oa 

Loussac remained a bachelor until March 26, 19<{9, when at the age of 

siny-siJ, he married Mrs. Ada Harper.209 He retired and they moved to 

Seattle in 1953. He died there on March 15. 1965. at the age of eighty-

alnyscleteAded IU IO why shouldll' t ( defend ChrlsUulty. So I aaffered 'Yes' aad h'4 
ao difficulty becaute I ns a jeY . .. : 
206 Ibid .. p. 3. 
2t7 Ibid,. p. 3. 
2M Ibid •. p. 3. 

-
209 Tb• c.naoay...., ,-rlora.cl by CA■■iaioaer Wallh. Th• tourcn do aot renal 
lln. Louac's nli,ioa. They bon ao childna to1e&her. sh• had one 100, Jerry BuJan 
Harper, a&audia1 Wuhia1toa State CoU.1e at that ti.a•. 
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two.210 This tribute to Zachary joshua Lounac. in tbe Aatwi---lMUy 

Ti11Jn, epitomized the reaction to his death. 

This city will always be a better place to live becau1e Mr. 
Loussac made it that way. He helped shape it from a tent city to 
Aluka's J.argest. He left a permanent imprint and tbe oommunity is 
gratefuL21 J 

-

211 "foraerllayorZ.J.Lou•cDilllas.allMIZ; b,._.,.lllil,rlia#.llaich 
16, 1965. n .. ,,.,........a......., .... ,..Jaw.w.illllllll: 'neftaaenl 
Yill be ... folland bJ rnaetioa aadiallnl•&a&Aa ..... Ila .......... Ti.,. ii 
aonctdofaacllaaia ... ~iallleAacll1npCc■d1.17. 
211 -a.i.n.TbeCityTlll&WaG■odTelllll.■ b...,..Jllit,n...lllrch 16,1965. 
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CBA.PTII POUi 

TBE fOUDI•G Off AIIIAHS - IOIDI OD JESSIE ILOOII -- Bina 0.-•• a Sten ia f ai.rltaab -- Clte.n libr C.e.lia - Jnsi• s,iN 11••• 
-- Tile Aluta Rai1nN - A••ste lpicallanl C.11•1• aa• ScllH1 et 
llian -- T•• hY•1•••••t er Aaricaltan ia I.Jae laaaaa Valley -- l.lle 
Dnel•f•••t ef A•ia&i•• -- Tile tipn el Life ... I.Jae 11 ..... 
Je,ria.aea - Jeni• I.Jae Saff...,.U. - Tile fint l'ia•r1at1e• ia 
fainaab -- ne f••••r er Afute"t1 r1nt Girl Sceat lnef - TBE 
ILOOIIS OPDID TBEia BOIIE TO JEWIS■ G.J.s - 11Na Officiate• at 
fainaab We61ia11 -- fainaab" rlnll Ciraacisiea - jeai• 
c.,. ...... _. ... Wi.tla lletlaen ef G.l.s - J.yiall •rial1 ia fai.naak1 - 
Tunt•• 

THE POUNDING OP P AIUANIS 

In 190 I. Captain Elbridge Truman (E. T.) Barnette secured passage by 

steamer from Saint Michael to Tanana Czossing (Tanacross), the h&Uvay 

point on the Valdet to Eagle trail.I Barneue intended to open a trading post 

there. The steamer. however. could not navigate the shallow, swift waters of 

the Tanana River. The steamer captain. witb Barnette's protestations filling 

bis ears; decided to veer from the Tmaa into the slower Cbena River. He 

navigated up the Cbena as far as possible, and dropped off Barnette and bis 

supplies near the present sited 1st Avenue and Cushman Street.2 A year 

I lJJ~J/ikpo#/99()42.atlEdilitJJ:I (Bodaell. Walwlato.n: AJastaNorthYest.Boo.t.s, 1990). 
p. 319. 
2 Ibid .. p. 319. 

There an mat •ho •Y Mr. !a. s,riq. aa Autlriu }ff, had a part to play ia 
the fouodiJla offairt,aab. Mr. SpriD.a ftlNrll ill In.ten,, Austria, ill 18)8. Atu 
early a,• h• t.ft for London, •h•n Jl• - ,_ .. ct .llad a 1etn. SpriD1 yoyq.cl to N•• 
Yo.rt City ill 1883, .uJtd ill SeaWe ua I ... aad &nll.cl .north to Atuta i.D 1897. In 
1900, Spri.Da prospected i.o uaterior illlb. At die e.od of that p.rospecti.D1 NUO.D he 
Yi.otered i.o Circle City. •here he aet c.,... t. T. B&r.otUe. C.,tai.D Bar.otUe discuS90d 
•ith Spri.o1 ho .PWLS to ope.a a tndiq ,-t • Ill• Tuua Rinr. Spria1. ,rho had a 
YO.rti.na t.Dcn,leqe of the illterior rinrs,iillili. eathusiuucally e.ocou.raaed Bu.oeUe 
to proCMd,rith b.is1ehnae. MetaBuUaict. ., ... orBmo.ry,· 1JJ,S,.a,vu,friju1:1,: 
C411,nplio11 /Jib,rC/Jo0.-16c"lilq- ff +ct. SNUJe, September 1986. p. ◄. 
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later, Feli.J Pedro, an Italian prospector. found gold on Pedro Creek, about 

silteen miles north of Barneue·s trading post3 

At the beginning of the gold stampede, Fairbanks◄ was a small trading 

station. l t soon became a boom town which attracted prospectors and 

entrepreneurs alike. Many Jews joined the st.ampede and established places 

of business in the "golden heart of Alaska." Documents indicate Jews 

gathered together for worship services as ear ly as September 27, 1908. On 

that day, the second day of Rosh Hashanah 5669, thirty-eight men signed 

their names and became "charter members of the Chevra Bikur Cbolim, of 

Fairbanks. Alaska."5 Robert Bloom. one of the original signatories. called 

Fairbanks "home" for seventy years. This chapter, in large measure, is a 

tribute to Robert. his wife Jessie, and the Yiddisbkeit they nurtured in 

Fairbanks. 

While in Fairbut.s, Spri.n1 YU a trader and 9Wdied law in his span Li.me. In 
Au1ust 190.2, he Yu authorired &o pracuce by federa11udae James Wickersham. He 
incorporated Fairbanks and YU its first attorney. Sprin1 YU active in civic and 
Je•ish aftain. He orpaized the Tanan&ElectticCoapuy i1l •~- hi 1906: he 
or,uized a m.inyan which obl&i.oed a Torah from Seaule and held W,b Holy Day 
services. Spri1l1 moved &o Seaule i1l 191'f. There. he YU an acuve member of Seaule's 
Bitur Cholim Syna,01ue and •rved five terms u its presidenL Tit, .J,,rislJ Trusuipl.. . 
July 23. 1926 . .P• 1. 
3 There is a monument to Pedro at 16.6 mile on the Stene upressway nort.b of 
Fairbanb. The in,cription reads: "f'El.11 PEDRO- ON JULY 22, 1902 1N THE~ 
OPPOSI'IE HERE KADETBE FIRST DJSCOVElY <I' GOLD IN THE FAIRBANIS DISlRICT. 
Dedicated by t.be Pioneers of Aiuta, 11100 No. ◄. July 22. 19'2. Felice Pedroni focally 
t.nowo as Fells Pedro. Boni Fanano, Italy. April 16, 1858. Di.tel Fairbanks. Alaska. July 
22, 1910." 
◄ Yictersbam su11es&ed t.be &own be named Fairbanb in honor of Indiana Sena&or 
CharJes Fairbants. later vic►president. of the United States under Theodore Roosevelt.· 
5 Jessie Bloom Collection. American jffish Archivn. flat.File, CabiJlet , . Drawer 3. 
op. cil. 
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ROBERT AND JESSIE BLOOII 

Robert Bloom was born October J 5, 1878, in SbavU, Kovno. Lithuarua.6 

As a young boy the family moved to Dublin. lreland.7 In 1896 Bloom's UncJe 

Semach in Seattle, sent him a steamer ticket. Bloom left Dublin. in 1897, to 

live with his uncle. Before long, he was "bitten by the gold bug" and joined 

the 1898 Uondike Gold Rush. Bloom. ever the pragmatist, joined the 

stampede with more than a pack full of dreams. he took a stock of goods to 

sell in Dawson. He. and thousands of other hopefuls. steamed to Skagway 

and wafted the Chilkoot Pass to Dawson.& Upon arrival in Dawson. Bloom 

alternated between peddling, from which he made a living, and prospecting. 

by which be always lost money. lo 1899, Bloom tried his luck in Nome, but 

6 Jessie Bloom leuer to Dr. Jacob R. Mucus. September 30, 1962, op. ell. The Bloom 
Collection. University of A.last.a F&irbanb Archives. Bo1 , . File folders 30-41. 
7 In actuality, BJoom arrived in 1886. to join his father who previously had moved to 
Dublin. BJoom's mother and three younaer brothers - Meyer. Solomon. and Zelict 
(1880-1910) -- did nol arrive in Dublin until 189-f. Jessie Bloom letter. October 3. 197◄. 
American Je,rish Archives. Bo112. File Folder 6. op. cit. ' 

Meyer wenl to Alaska and worked with Bob. Meyer "took charge of the store Bob 
had in Ruby followina our m.at"ria,e Cl912). clo9od the store in 1917 when he joined Lbe 
AJ&st.a Continaenl and left for Lbe Outside in Soptembor.of 1917. Meyer was lel out of 
the Army in February of 1919. on account of the ran in Fairbanks, whea •• were burnt 
out and Bob aeeded his help. Meyer told u, that the others iJl his blttalioa remarked 
that they would su11nt to their folb that they •la ran. it they really Y&Dl a 
dischar1e for them. Meyer subtequenUy joined bis mother and brother in 
job&DJlesbur1. South Africa, and he m.at"ried Sam Abeboo's niece .... " Accordin1 to 
Jessie, Sam Abeboa ,ras a dose friend of Bob's in Ruby. Jessie Bloom 1euer to Bernice 
llloomfield. November 11. 197•f. Bemice Bloomfield Collectioa. Anchorqe Mu•um of 
Hislo.ry and Art Ubrvy. Bo:i B. File folder 18. 

A photolf&1)h of Bloom's Ruby store is iJl Bo1 7. File Folder 66. Bloom CoUect.i.on. 
University of A1uka ArchiTes. 
& Accord.in& to S&a&e Supreme Court Judie jay Rabinowitz, Bob Bloom loved to tell about 
hit 11perieaces oa the tn.i.l to DaT100. Bloom said he wu once part of a 1roup driviA1 
caWe lo Dn1oa. Upoa arrifl.l, the caUle were to be stauptered for melt as needed. 
Before the cauJe "" drivea into Da'flOo. Bloom weJlt iJlto tcnrn and boupl an.in 
o,aiou at a lcnr prict. After th.y ~ the cattle i..oto Dn-loA, lnul,,.. i..o hiah 
dtJIWld, and Bloom 101d hit recently acquired ,.raiJl options at a 1ood profit. laterview 
with Jay Rabi..ocnritz. Fai.rbub. AJ.ub, Au1ust 8, 1990. 



soon returned to Dawson no richer than he had left il 9 Bloom decided to 

stop prospecting and concentrate on.✓u'siness. During his five years at the 

mining camp he built up a relatively successful business. 

Robert Bloom became an active member of the Dawson Jewish 

Community. He attended Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) services which 

were held in the Yukon Pioneer Hau.10 He also claims to have officiate.d at 

the first Jewish burial in Dawson. In 1900, a young Jewish prospector 

drowned while working on the Fortymile River. Bloom oversaw the young 

man·s burial in the Jewish cemetery at Dawson.11 Another indication of his 

Jewishness was attest.ed to by Mrs. Boas Oater of Fairbanks), who 

remembered Bloom baking matzoh in Dawson.12 

Bloo■ Opea1 a Store in Fairbant1 

In 1901 , the Dawson mining camp had a Jewish population of 163.13 

By 1903, many of the miners began to stampede to the gold fields of 

Fairbanks. Bloom joined them in the Spring of that year. He loaded his stock 

on a sled and mushed his dog team along the river trail to the Interior of 

Alaska.1,. He arrived at the newly organized mining camp in July 1903. 

There is little about Bloom from his own band. However his wife Jessie 

produced an impressive collection of charming reminiscences. She wrote: 

9 From coJ1nrsationswith MetaBuUAict. Robertaad Jessie's dauahter. January 1991 
IO jeaie S. Bloom. "The ,JeYs or AJut.a," ,6S#rD Sllll4s J,ris/J lliS11Jriw'Quut6rly. 
Vol. IV. No. 2, November 1963. p. 98. 
I I Ibid .. p. 98. 
12 MetaBuU.ltict. January 1991. 
I 1 Hortoo B. Stero. "The jffs ln Yutan Territory A.ad Their Cemetery," Fnl4rD S/Mes 
.J,F/s/1 /lislqrjw Ouluvr/y. Vol. lIV. Ho . .f, July 1982. p . 358. 
11 BlooaColltcelon. Uni.Tersity of A1utafairban.ts Archivu, 1970-1971 
CorntpoJldeoct rtl,. op. al. 
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The first thing Robert did -- when he had his dogs fed -- was to 
pitch a tent. And even before he bad the last peg in. some of the 
prospectors. lured there by the news of the Strike. were anxious to 
procure an outfit to go prospecting -- he had his customers help him 
dig out the tree stumps on the banks of the Chena -- and in a short 
time be was in business there (on Front Street).15 

Bloom opened his store on Front Stteett6 in Fairbanks, and continued in 

business until 19-42.17 We find an early entry for "Robert Bloom Hardware" 

in the 1907-8 Polt's Alaska-Yukon Business Directory. In 1909, Robert 

Bloom became a naturalized citizen of the United States. I& 

Cbevra Bitur Cbolim 

The Jews of Fairbanks gathered together in 1908 to form a 

congregation of sorts. In essence. Cbevra Bikur Cbolim 19 was a response to 

15 lb"d · l .• op. CJL 
16 In other reminiscences. Jessie ,rrote: "The Store had been located on front Street 
from 190.f .. . ." Jessie Bloom. Fm/Jm1 Aluh Gn,r -- a manuscript of reminiscences 
completed NOTember 19'1 . Bloom CoUect.ion. A.m.oricu jeTish Archives. 8o1 13. File 
folder .f. p. 128. 
17 Allhouah Bloom was not much of a miner in f&irbanb. be did own a minin& claim 
in Ester. eleven miles ,outh of fai.rba.nl.s. T~y the claim is still produci.Da some gold. 
and is bein& mined by Walt Wiaaer. a family friend. 
18 Robert Bloom's Certificate of Naturalization. Bloom Collect.ion. University of Alaska 
Archives. Bo1 3. File Folder 20. 
19 Chevn. means brotherhood. Bitur CholliD (visili.n1 the sict) is a reliaious duty. in 
the euly 1800s, jeft formed Hebre,, Bennolent Societies to care for the ill of their 
communities. Some communities chanered a special Bi.tut CholliD Society to visit those 
conf'10ed to the hou,e by ilJ.ans. 

1-D the 1a&.e la&Ot, a Cn, youn1 Jn,ish im.miaraou in Seattle oraanized an 
i.nf onuJ club to visit ud care for members in time of illnns. On November 17, 1891. 
the members incorpora&ed as a benevole11l and charitable ,ociety nuned Bi.tur CholliD. 
Ori tiJlally, Snu.le'• Bi.tur Chown,,.. ool a coo.,..1ation. Accordio1 to th• articles of 
iJlcorporwon, it TU a "be11evolent ,oclety for the care of the lic.t." Yhote 
responsibility it TU "to furnish medicine, nurses and physici&As u required ud to 
furnish a cemetery ud suitably bury the dead." It TU not u11til May 28. 1900. that 
Bitur CholliD uteJlded i&s corpora&e docume11t to read: ·a benevolent. benefitud 
re.liaiout ,ociety for the diat■ioation of relil,ious lllSU"Uclion and for the purpose of 
■ai..ntai..ain1 a hou. of YOrshlp." Meta Buuaick. "Con1"1.Uon Bi.tur Cholim- ' 
Machziby llldath of SeauJe.· ,-.m Slal#J,risll /list1J17, Vol. Ull. No. Z. 
pp.J37-U9. 
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the social conditions in which the Jews found themselves. The small group of 

Jews in Fairbanks organized to worship occasionally, but more significantly 

to ensure that others of the faith would take care of them, if they fell ill, or 

bury them if they died. As mentioned above, the first such chevra in Alaska 

was the Nome Hebrew Benevolent Society, chartered in 190 I. The second 

chevra and first worshipping congregation in Alaska, was brought into being 

by the following thirty-eight Jewish men who gathered on the second day of 

Rosh Hashanab 5669. September 27, 1908, and affiJed their signatures: 

• 
The undersigned hereby subsaibe their names to be Charter 

Members of the OiEVRA BitUR CHOLIM, of Fairbanks, Alaska. 

Isidore Bayles•#; Abe Stein\ M. Wolf•; R. (Robert) Bloom•; 
unreadable; Leo Dowit; W. M. Wise; D. (David) Hurvitz#; Abram 
Mostovitch; N. Rome; H. Ross; D. H. Jonas•; Simon Marts#; A. J. 
Weiss•: 8. (Ben) Simson; unreadable; Louis Levy;20 Barney Simon; A. B. 
Rome; Morris Friedman; M. (Meyer) Bloom; D. Bloomfield; A. Lerkin; 
B. (Barney) Elster; unreadable; H. Boas•: M. (Marcus) Rosenthar: Chas. 
Isaacs: Abe Isaacs•; L. (Louis) Golden•; S. Asheim; Sam Stein••: L. 
Marymont; Harry Friend; Morris Rae ... ?; Chas. A. Pllillips: S. Sbafkin; 
Sam unreadable.21 

20 Accordina to Jessie, Louis levy-YU the nepbn of Buney Simon. He packed in 
over the Chiltoot Pass. Be m.ariied Selma Lffin,on from Seattle, and they lived in 
FIU'buks until 1918. In that year, Selma •ent to Seattle and ,oon cave birth to a son. 
Louis YU to folla,r. but dffetoped the flu and died io Fail'bao.ts. ,Jessie Bloom Jeuer to 
Bernice Bloomfield. February 18. 19~. Bernice Bloom.field Collection. Anchora,e 
Mu•um of lliJcory and Art Ubrary. Box B. File Folder 18. 
21 Jessie Bloom Collection. the American jeYisb Archives, Flat file. Cabinet~. DraYer-
3. OJJ. cit 

• N..., v.,.ifitd isl HNI.Ille authority fil• for FI.U"bub. A1uta Newspapers, 
from.1908 &hrouab February 1914.N • Namesnrifiedio "Indnof bitUls, deatbs. 
marria&es. aad divorces io Fairbants, A1asb Nmpapen. 1903-1930: 
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On ~ol Nidre 5669, many of the same men assembled to pray as a 

congregation. At least thirty-three were present and signed a document 

pledging financial support for the new chevra.22 

Fairbanks. Oct. 4, 1908 
The undersigned hereby contribute the amounts set opposite 

their respective names, for the purpose of defraying the expenses of 
holding the annual New Year and Yom K.ippur services of this year. 

R. (Robert} Bloom $5: M. (Meyer) Bloom $5; Isidore Bayles $5; 
unreadable SS: Abe Stein $5: D. H. Jonas S5: Simon Marks $5: Barney 
Simon $10: A. J. Weiss $2: H. Ross $2: A. B. Rome SI0; Ed Friedman 
SI 0: Simson Bros. S5: Leo Dowit $5: D. (Dave) Hurvitz S5: D. Bloom.field 
S5: unreadable S5: A. Lerkin SI : Abram Mosb>vitch St: B. (Barney) 
Elster S5: Leo Wile S5: H. Boas $523: M. Wolf S5: M. (Marcus) Rosenthal 
S5: Abe Isaacs $5: Cbas. Isaacs $5: L. (Louis) Golden S5: S. Asheim SS; 
Sam Stein $5; L. Marymont $5; W. M. Wise $5: S. Sbafkin; unreadable 
$5.2<1 

The name Cbevra Bikur Cbolim was selected as result of Bloom's 

association with Seattle's Congregation Bikur Cbolim. In 1897, when Bloom 

arrived in Seattle to live with his uncle, Bikur Cbolim was the only ortbodoi 

congregation in the city, so he joined.25 Furthermore, Bloom maintained his 

membership in the congregation while he resided in Dawson and Fairbanks. 

In his own way, Bloom was a very devout jev. This is illustrated by 

22 There ,rere more lhAA Lblrty-Lb.ree m atte.o.daoce. The sipature HSunso.o. Bros." 
may have accounted for aU four of the brothen. Abe. Ben. Lip.m&A. &Ad Alec. &.hereby 
nism, total eUeodaoce to &hirty-sa. 
23 Meta Butuuct "meaben her father sayms "Bou ,ru Lbe Bu1 Keri.ah" (Torah 
reader) for the con,npuon. 
2◄ Bera.ice Bloomt'.ae1d Collection, A.achorqe Museum of llislory and Art Library, BoK 
D. File Folder 40. The oriainal document is reported io be at the Univenity of 
Washm1to11 ArchiYes. 

The Simon Brothen &Ad Bu.o.ey Simon had w-ae stores i.o. f airb&Ats, ud other 
je,rs had smaller busi.o."9n. This ns reported by Yul Rozenstain ,rho lind in 
Fairbuts in the aid-l910s. See, Y .. t Rozenstai.o., ·M,moin of &A Alutu Merth&A~~ 
,11Mr11 Sllll#./,risA 1/ismrJw QuNl#rJT, Vol. II, No. 3, April 1977, pp. 253-261. 
25 Meta Butwct. jaoua,y 1991. 
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his actions in 1904. In that year, Bloom "came out from Klondike" to SeatUe 

"to purchase some merchandise for his store in Dawson."26 \Vh.ile there, he 

learned of the death of his f atber, Pesacb. Bloom stayed in Seattle, so that 

during the succeeding eleven months, he could be part of a minyan27 and 

say Kaddisb2& for bis father. 

Another indication of Bloom ·s strong Jewish identity is that he bad a 

Torah scroll. A possession not many Jews acquire. In fact, he brought it by 

dogsled from Dawson in 190◄. Apparently, be did not use the Torah until 

tbe Second World \Var, when be was appointed civilian chaplain for the 

Jewish G.l.s in the Alaskan lnterior.29 

je11ie Spiro Blooa 

Bloom met Jessie Spiro, rus bride· to be, when they were children in 

Dublin. As a matter of fact, Robert a11d Jessie were second oousins. Jessie 

26 Jessie Bloom letter to Rachel Ibbetson, October 3. 197-., Bloom C.Ollection. American 
Jewish Archives. 8o112. File folder 6. p. 37. 

Acconlin1 to Jessie, Bob .made numerous business acquai.otances which later 
,erved him well. Meta Bloom Buttoict mai.otaios. Robert Bloom went. to Seaule in 190-4, 
not in 1903 as Jessie ,rrote. The 190-4 date i., cited in accordance ,rjth Ms. BuUJ:iick's 
wishes. 
27 A minimum often je,ri.,h males. above the aae of t.bineeo, is needed for 
conare1ational Yonb.ip, public Torah readina. or to say (addish. This 1roup of ten is 
ca11ed a minyan. Reform and Con,ervative Jews count men and women in a minyan. 
28 The (addim is empla,ed in jffi.,h liturn to mart. the conclusion of ,ections of the 
,ervice. Over time hnenr, it became an indirect prayer for the departed. lt i., a 
dosoloff, a hymn or pnile to God. AJlhoup retit.ed ill memorial to the dearly departed, 
it contains .no refennce to the dnd. 
29 Leuer to Bernice Bloomfield, April 20. 1973. Bernice Bloomfield Collection. 
Ailchoraa• Mu•um or Ril&ory and Art Library, 8o1 B, Fil• Folder 18. 

Jessie wrote: ",re hid that Torah al.1 lhrouah the years ,re were iJl Fl.irb&ob. 
aod it ,ra, oAly whe.a Bob YU appointed Cb.airmaa of the j.W .B. for A.1.uta. very shortly 
after Pearl II.arbor ud ,re Yen holcwia ,ervices that we u,ed that Torah. He 
111btequ1J1Uy broupt it out hen and I bttin-, h• Ifft it to Philip [a,aman who 
conduct.I Ml'Tices here in West Se&U.le, a very 1ood friend of ours: 

109 



was born on December 15. 1887.30 In April 1909, jessje joined her older 

brother Abram at London. There, she entered a Copying Office, learned 

shorthand, typing, and was a secretary for the Cooper Hewitt Company.31 

She was strong willed, independent minded, a Suffragette and Zionist.12 

Jessie and Robert did not cross paths again until 1910. In November 

of that year, Bloom's brother, Zelick, died. Bloom walked the three hundred 

fifty miles from Fairbanks to Valdez, steamed to Seattle, traveled by train to 

New York, and secured passage to Southampton. He arrived in Dublin just 

before Christmas 1910. Jessie and Abram returned to Dublin for the long 

Christmas weekend. Jessie noted: 

Bob wu in the house and we bad a nice chat. Mother was 
home, but Abram was out with some of his friends. Bob asked me if I 
would like to go for a walk, and I went. That was a walk I shall never 
forget. I talked to him about the family, and the big hang up was my 
remaining in London and being a Suffragette. Mother was in favor of 
my remaining, but father thought that I should return to Dublin. 
However, I had no intention of returning to Dublin, having tasted 
freedom and earning my own living. I oould not envisage having to 
aooount for my actjvities during my absence from home. Bob agreed 
with me. and told me that be was in favor of equal rights for women. 
and that Wahington State had given women the vote. In fact, he 
seemed to know more about the movement in the States than I did . 

. . . I had my tventy-third birthday shortly before I came home. 
and Bob gave me a hundred dollar bill for a birthday present, need I 
say more? I had never had that much money in my life, and I felt 
like a millionaire .... When we arrived home I told Mother bow good 

30 Birth Certific:a&e, Aaericu jffish Archives, Flat File. Cabinet~. l>rffer 3. op. cit. 
A.. a poi.Dl of i.Dterett.. in .IIWlY of the ,ources Jessie Spiro's birth date YU listed 

Dectabe.r 21. 1117 . .,._. htntlf Hplai.Dtd i.D a ltU.r lo Dr. Jacob R. Matcu1 ·· 
(September 30, 1962). Uaat s.be YU boni on December 21. lSS7, the ,eventh cud.le of 
Chunubh. bul s.b• YU nol certai.D of the da&e. 

Jessi• ns Ult youn1est. or four children. She had nro brothen. Abna ud 
Charlie, ud a mter Rose. 
31 ,Jnsie Blooa JMaer lo Rachel lbetbon. October 3. 197.f. Bloom Collection. American 
jffisb Archinl. Bn 12. File folder 6, p, 9. 
S2 Ibid .. 11p. cit. 
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Bob was and also told her of bis aift. She was very touched. but did 
not say very much. There was no thought of his being interested in 
me. he was just one of those lucky Americans who bad more money 
than ve bad in Ireland . .. _33 

In March 1911 , before his return to Fairbanks. Bloom desired to ask Jessie 

for her band in marriage, but he could not muster the courage.34 After his 

departure, be sent his proposal parcel post. Jessie consented, and in March 

of 1912, Bloom returned to Dublin. They were married in May. 

On June I , the nevlyved couple began the journey to Alaska. First, 

they voyaged the Atlantic , then they rode several trains from New York to 

Seattle. Jessie described the Seattle to Fairbanks leg of the journey. 

There were severaJ ways of getting into the Interior of Alaska 
from the States, but they all took a great deal oC time. When we came 
in. in July oC 1912, we took the usuaJ Summer Route, that was to take 
an Alaska Steamship Company vessel from Seattle as far as 
Skagway, ... the White Pass Railroad as far as Whitehorse at the 
bead of the Yukon. and from there take a Steamer to Dawson in the 
Yukon Territory. Then change to one of the Northern Commercial 
Boats which took us as far as Tanana, and there we changed again to a 
boat that took us as far as Fairbanks. With all those changes it is not 
surprising that the journey took us eighteen days.35 

Jessie arrived in Fairbanks to find very few Jews. The community of 

miners and merchants, who affixed names lo the September 1908 Charter of 

Chevra Bikur Cholim, left for newer gold fields. Many stampeded to lditarod 

when gold was discovered in December of 1908. Others went to Ruby in the 

33 Ibid .. p. 17. 
34 Ibid .. p. 2'4. 
35 Jnai• Bloom, ,.iellia,1 AJub Crorr -- a awiUKript of nminilce11c11 completed in 
NOTelllber 19'1. Bloom Collect.ioA. American jffish Archives. Bo113.File Folder•· 
p.61. 
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gold strike of 1910. The last real Jewish gathering in Fairbanks had been the 

I 9 IO Passover Seder at Barney Elster·s. In jesse·s words: 

Mrs. filster was a true mother in Israel, and with the help of some of 
her Gentile friends. she put on a real bemisbe (family type) seder.36 

The Elsters left Fairbanks the following year. When Jessie arrived in 

Fairbanks in 1912, only a handful of Jews remained. She explained: 

Those of military age departed during the First World War. Among 
those remaining were tbe Simson Brothers. Abe, Ben, Lipman, and 
Alec. We, the Blooms and the Simsons. were the only Jewish families 
in town for many years. There were no regular worship services from 
1912 until 1939.37 

Bloom's store was a place wh.ere homesteaders oongregated when they 

were in town. Mary Lee Davis. a close friend and author of several books on 

Alaska, called it 'The Intellectual Oelicatessen."38 Problems and issues of the 

day were frequently discussed, in addition to tales ,of pioneer life. Bloom 

sold a wide variety of items. including: hardware; guns; ammunition: 

trappers· and hunters· supplies; harnesses; and etc.39 He stored stock and 

customer items in several warehouses around town in order to minimize loss -

by fire. This was oommon business practice due to the constant fire hazard. 

Almost every building was constructed of wood, and every dwelling, of 

oourse, kept a stove burning !CX' warmth and oooking. Bloom eiperienced · 

36 Jessie Bloom. "The Jen Of A1asb ." A.a,ri~ ,J,ris/J kc/Jivn. Vol. IV. No. 2. 
Nonmber, 1963. p. 99. 
37 Ibid .• p. 99. 
34 Muy IM Davis Yu the ,rife of john Allen l>&Til, Su~rinte.ndent of Mines. 
39 Robe.rt Bloom bUfl.llns receipt. Bloom Collection. University of Alastafairbanb 
ArchiTn, 19~ BusiAnsCorrespondence me, op. cit. 
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fire damage in t 906 and in 1907.10 Jessie wrote about feeling tied to the 

house on acx:ount of that hazard. 

As we talked Bob told me that be was more concerned about 
fires than any other hazard we faced in that great land, saying: "We 
can protect ourselves against forty below zero if we have to go 
outdoors, dress warm. 

When our children ·were born, he would not bear of babysitters 
for them. and suggested that we try and stay with them until the 
youngest child could tat.e care of herself and get outdoors without any 
help. It was 1923. (before) Bob would oonsent to me leaving the girls 
alone in the house. I resented that very much, because it tied me to 
the house. especially during the long winter nights when I wanted to 
tat.e a walk. . .. he never closed the store before ten, apart from that 
most of the other mothers who had children the same ages as ours did 
not have any scruples about having babysitters.1 1 · 

In 1919, fire ravqed Fairbanks, destroying the business block. 

Whereas the fires of 1906 and 1907 only damaged Bloom Hardware, this fire 

completely gutted the store. Meta, the Blooms' eldest daughter, vividly 

remembered: 

I and my three sisters were sleeping in one room in our house 
on 3rd A venue. Mam ma came in and woke us up and said, "Girls, 
there is a very bad fire and Daddy's store is burning. You'll have to 
get up because this house may catch fire." She put Ruth. a baby; and 
01ga. 16 months older, in the sled -- she put her sable cape on Debby, 
and her beaver coat on me. She tucked her sterling silver in the foot 
ol the sled and we walked around. The sky was full of burning coals. 
The neighbors, Mn. Sharp Watkins, among them, were taking their 
things out of their houses. '' Auntie Sharp," as we called her. said, "Mrs. 
Bloom watch that a>all It might drop on the children!" And Mama 
said, 'Tm watching itl" 

40 Meta Butuuct leu.er to Renee. September 13. 1985. Je,,ish Coa1re1ation of 
, fairbao.b ArcJliTes. Meta Bloom Butta.ict file. 

41 jnlie Bloom leu.er to Rachel lbbetlOa. October 3. 197-t. Bloom Collection. American 
jffilh Archms, Bo~ 12, Fil, Folder 6, pp. ,._55. 
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We were put to bed at "Doctor's" house on 7th and Cushman. 
Doctor was Dr. Aline Baskerville, who brought me, Olga, and Ruth into 
this world. (Debby was born in Dublin). 

Early the next morning, we were home again and the KnuP,pes , 
were having ooff ee in our house. (Martin Knuppe owned the Model 
Restaurant with Gus Burglin and Tom Youel.) Telegrams were coming 
from the factories and wholesalers Outside◄2 where Daddy bought. 
telling him that his credit was good and they stood ready to supply 
him, and they did.◄3 

Without hesitation, Bloom began rebuilding his store. Inf act, he was the 

first one to build on the recently charred block of real estate. His faith in the 

Camp was unwavering, and provided confidence to others that Fairbanks 

could rebuild.◄◄ 

Bloom was a rugged individualist, and a hard nosed merchant. but 

quite sensitive to the needs of pioneers. He knew that pioneers and 

prospectors did not earn income on a steady basis, thus he engaged in 

business as follows: 

Central Alaska, July 12, 1933 
Fairbanks, Alaska 

Mr. R. Bloom 
Friend Bob, 

I am building a Cabin hear (sic) and I need 29 - 10 foot Sheets 
of Sheet-Iron for Roofing. Will you trust me for it for a year. I will 
pay you sometime inside of a year. I my (sic) be able to pay part of it 
this fall, but am not sure. If you can see your way clear to let me 
have it. give it to John-Palm-Truck-Driver Mr. Loftus as soon as 
possible. I am not workja&..(or wages at present. but am in hope to get 
a month or two this fall . . .. 

Yours very truly, john f . Lue◄5 

◄2 ·0utslde" is the term Alastu, u,e to refer to uypJace outside of AJasta.. 
◄3 Meta &~ct leUer to Renee, September 13. 1985. Jewish Congnaauon of 
f aut,uts Arc.hives. Meta Bloom. Butulict f'ale. 
◄4 Bloom. C.Ollecilon. U,njnrsity of AJasta Archives, Jessie Bloom Correspondence file 
1970-1971, OJJ. cit 
45 Bloom Collection. University of Aluta Archives, Robert Bloom Business file 1916-
1933, "'· cit. 

11◄ 



SeveraJ years later, Bloom went tp Dublin. He left 1n September 1938 

and returned in March 1939.46 During that time, Jessie operated the store. 

I was in charge of the Store .... I did not worry about doing any 
business, I was just a custodian, I really bad a good opportunity to get 
the atmosphere of tbe Store. In fact, Bob's idea was to keep it open so 
the Sourdoughs would have a place to come and to swap yarns, etc. It 
was a good e1perience for me, because (until then, I did not) fully 
appreciate how much tbe Store meant to tbe community ... , 

Tbe Alasta i_allroad 

Judge Wickersham was Alaska's elected delegate to Congress and a 

close personal friend of Bloom. Whenever he came into town,.he stopped by 

"The lntellectuaJ Delicatessen" for conversation and to gauge the pulse of the 

camp. Wickersham was instrument.at in influencing the Government to 

build a railroad north to Fairbanks. As Jessie remembers: 

He was constantly harping on the necessity of the Government 
building tbe Railroad in Alaska. And to his credit be it said, that in 
spite of a great deal of opposition, he managed to get a Bill through 
Congress in February ot 191 <f, which enabled the people ot tbe 
Territory to plan on a railroad being built from lbe Coast to tbe 
Interior . 

. . . one must remember that there were no radios, and lbere 
were n.o automobile roads, and the onJy means of transportation 
within the Territory during the winter was to watt, or by dog team. 
And during the summer, by polling boat up the various rivers and 
slough.s. 

46 Jessie Bloom. teuer to Bernice Bloom.field. Much 6. 1974. Bernice Bloom.field 
CoUecuoa. AAchorqe Mu,eum or History ud Art Library, Bo~ B. File Folder 11. .. 
47 Ibid .• op cit. 
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When word came to Fairbanks that the Bill had passed Congress. 
there was great rejoicing in the camp ... :•a 

The future railroad had great economic importance to Fairbanks. The town 

had survived on placer mining since 1903. and needed a new economic 

infusion. Many of Fairbanks' miners stampeded to lditarod in 1908, and to 

Ruby in 1910. leaving her short of manpower.-49 Jessie described the 

problem: 

... wages were so high in other industries that it did not pay to mine. 
the Camp vas at its lowest ebb. The population dwindled to about 
four hundred, from four thousand. It seemed only thote of us who 
had children, and were afraid to take any risks remained in camp. All 
the young men enlisted in the Army. or were drafted, and the older 
men vent to Seattle, and other cities, and engaged in the industrial 
field, helping the var effort. But the construction of the railroad and 
the payroll that it brought to the Camp, saved it from becoming a 
ghost tovn.50 

The railroad was completed in 1923. and President Warren G. Harding 

traveled up to Alaska and drove in the golden spike at Nenana. 

Ala1ta Aaricultural Collqe and School or lliae1 

In 1915. Wickersham announced that, under the Land Grant Act, he 

could bring a college to fairbanks.51 Many ol the locals scoffed at the idea, 

but Bloom staunchly supported it. 

The naysayers grew louder when the site for the College vas picked. 

The proposed site was four miles vest ol town. on a scenic hill, with a 

48 Jetsi• Bloom letter to Rachel Ibbetlon, October 3. 197◄. Bloom Collection. American 
jeYish Archh'es. Bos 12, File Folder 6, pp. 69-70. 
◄9 Ibid .. p. 18. 
50 Ibid .• p. 18. 
5l Jasie Blooa, 'The )ff, Of AJasta ," AIHrit:1,11 j,ris/J Ardi~. Vol. IV. No. 2. 
Nonaber. 1963. , . 106. 
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beautiful view, but not very accessible at that point in time. Nonetheless, 

the cornerstone was laid in 1916, and the College opened in ·September 1922. 

Jessie described the opening ceremony: 

. . . on a bright September morning in 1922, the children from 
the Public School. about two hundred, were all lined up on either side 
of the hill where the College was built. The members of the Faculty, 
the Board of Regents, and the Governor passed through the Body 
Guard. The opening ceremony was performed by the Governor in a 
very simple speech. 

The College is built on a bill about four miles outside of 
Fairbanks, and the Foot Hills of the McKinley Range are plainly visible 
in the distance. The clear. sharp, frosty air. the evergreen trees, the 
sense of freedom that one gets in wide open spaces. all tended to give 
the proceedings an air of dignity and promise .... 52 

Although the College was opened as an agricultural and mining 

institution, mining feceived greater emphasis. Especially after the Russian 

Revolution and its concomitant eviction of foreign mining capital. Mining 

companies scrambled to discover alternative placer mining operations. The 

United States Smelting and Refining Company came to Fairbanks and opened 

l subsidiary called Fairbanks Exploration (F.E.). As F.E. developed and grew, 

so did the mining department of the College.53 Not surprisingly. the 

agricultural department of the College and its Experimental Station sank into 

oblivion. 

Wickersham prevailed on Bloom to acx:ept an.appointment to the 

Board d Regents. Bloom served on the board from 1922-1925. We find 

52 jetsie Bloom. ·ecmuuts; Bloom Collection. Uo.ivenity of A1asb Archives. Bo1 ~. 
File Folde.r 31. OJI. dJ. A pbo&o1raph of the open.in1 ceremonies is in Bo17. File Folde.r 
66. 
5J ,Jellie Bloom. 'Tlle.Jnsor AJasta ," bHrica11.J,ris/J kdivn. Vol.IV. No. z. 
Nonabe.r, 1963, p. 107. 
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Bloom, and Anchorage's Leopold David. mentioned in an Anchorage 

newspaper article. 

REGENTS ACCEPT COLLEGE ANNEX 
Judge David Returns From Board Meeting -- J 28 Students Enrolled. 

The Board of Regents of the Alaska Agricultural College and 
School of Mines, Thursday night aooepted the three story addition to 
the college, which was reoently completed, and transacted other 
routine business, acoording to Judge Leopold David, Anchorage 
member of the board, who returned Saturday. The regents decided to 
bold their meetings thrioe annually hereafter. 

Others attending the meeting were Charles B. Bunnell, president 
of the college; Mrs. Luther C. Hess. E. M. Keys, J. A. McIntosh. Robert 
Lavery, Robert Bloom and Morton Stevens. 

The addition. 53 by 82 feet in dimensions, and including a tank 
house, is as large as the original college building. It will cost $33.000 
when completely equipped .... 5◄ 

In 1961, Bloom was made an honorary member in the University 

Alumni.55 In 1970, as a sign of continued support for the institution, Robert 

and Jessie donated several gold objects and coins, Russian artifacts, and 

antique guos.56 Today, Bloom gold is still on display in the University of 

Alaska Museum in Fairbanks. 

Tile Devetopaeat of Aariculture in the Taaau Valley 

The Fairbanks Daily-News Miner of September 23. 1963, printed a 

large photograph of Robert Bloom with this caption: 

)4 he/Jo,.. J,aiq TUii#, October 15. 1923. op. cit 
'5 Jessie Bloom. "The ]ff, Of AJub ; A.,ri"" j,ris/J Ardiffs. Vol. IV. No. 2. , 
Nonm.ber.1963, p. 108. 
56 b.,_,,D,ib'TUll#,S.pLtabtr ta. 1970. p. 11. 
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WHEAT HARVFSTED -- Robert Bloom, pioneer fairbants 
businessman. saw a dream come true Friday wben IO acres d 
Siberian wheat were harvested at the Mite Yllltoridlf••· The 
strain of wheat wu first planted in the Tanana Valley about 50 years 
ago, Bloom said. During the past four year, Bloom was tb.le to gather 
together enough d the seed to arow more seed. This year he bad 
enougb to plant the 80 aaes. A firm believer that tbe Tanana Valley 
could and will produce a hearty wheat, Bloom bopes aore 
experimental farming will follow and Fairbank.a will e'fflllUI.J.Jy grow 
most or its own produce. 

Robert Bloom was a merchant, not a farmer, but he did play a suppcx-ting 

role. financial and emotional. in the early agricultural deielup.aent d the 

area. The farmers, none Jewish. did a remarkable job cl raisiDI wheat and 

vegetables in the extremely short Interior summer. 

An Executive Order dated March 22. 1906. let aide 1.<fOO acres m 
land at..Pairbanks for an A.Iuka Agricultural Experiaeat Slation 57 Little 

work was done until July 1907, when Mr. C. C. Georaaam,. special investigator 

for the Department ct Agriculture in Alaska arrived in fairt>ants. Mr. J. W. 

Neal was appointed superintendent or the Fairbanks S&ation. a position be 

undertook from 1908- 1917. The purpose or the experiaenta1 farm wu to 

demonstrate the f euibility of general farming in tbe Tamna Valley. His 

most impressive results grew from the Romanov strain cl Siberian spring 

wheat. 1912 produced a particularly good yield. 

Mr. john Adelman. an early homesteader aaoa tbe <lieu Slough. 

made his.living cutting timber on bis homestead. YJaen be bad cleared 

enouab Jand, he planted and harvested various tiDds cl ll(Oduce. Adelman. 

with Neal's usistanc:e, eiperimented with a number cl a,aim.,a From the 

57 Leuer from. Uai&ed S&a&es Seu&e CoJllJllittee on ApJnjiiialiw.t II )llllie Blooa, 
March 5. 1963. Blooa Cou.etion. University of AlubFairt b~ 1960-1969, 
Corrapoodeoce raJe. ' 
58 Th• Bloom. CoU.ctioA, Uomnity of A1ub ArchiYN. Apimbn ru.. • · at 
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very early days o{ tbe Fairbanks Camp, there vu m AariadtunJ Fair, to 

which Homesteaders and otbers were enoourqed to briaC ID()ds. In I 911 , 

Adelman entered his grains in the Tanana Valley Aarim1bnl Fair at 

Fairbanks.59 

Mr. Faloooyn Joslyn. part owner ol the Tanana Valley Railroad, was 

especially impressed with tbe grains and commented to Adelman, "let me 

take this Outside with me. so I can show the Eastern fellows that Alaska is 

not an iceb01."60 Joslyn was on his way Outside in a aate■pt to raise capital 

to extend his railroad. which ran from Fairbanks to llle Oeets.61 He hoped 

that the grain would prove the Interior had a diveniraed future. Joslyn took 

a sample cl the grain to tbe fairs in St Paul Minnr11Jb ad New York. There 

apparently vu no provision for an exhibit ol Alaska cereals at either fair, 

but the e1hibit managers in St Paul were so impreaed. tbl!y made a special 

award. Tbe inscription oo tbe large cup read: 

Pretented by tbe St. Paul Association c:l CollJlerce to john 
Adelman for tbe best display of cereals from Amta at tbe 
Northwestern Land Show. St. Paul 1911. 

The Sl!'nrd 1't!l!k/y66.terny ci October 5. 1912 reported: 

john Adelman cl Fairbanks won a tarwe silftr' mp for the best 
display ci Alaska cereals at the Northwesteta Lad 21.bibit at St. 
Paul Mr. Adelaan's place is above GraeJll. IIDd tllere be raised the 
array cl cereals last year that was first exbihiaed ill Fairbanks and 
tben f«warded to tbe New York and St Paul fan. 

59 Ibid .. • · at . 
6t Ibid.,• di. 
61 Th• ..... "tawu· ....,11wa, C..ps. 
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The cup was in the possession of Robert and ,Jessie Bloom during their 

lifetimes. Jessie remarked, it "played an important part in convincing many 

of the skeptical during the 30's that we really did grow wonderful grains in 

the Tanana Valley."62 

Mr. Milton D. Snodgrass succeeded Mr. Neal as superintendent of the 

EiperimentaJ Station from 1917- 1922. Snodgrass bad previously been in 

charge of the E.Iperimental Station at [odiak, but after the Katmai Volcano 

eruption in I 912, tbat station was abandoned. He arrived at a a-itical time 

in the development of Interior agriculture. When, in 1917, the United States 

entered the First World War, residents d the Interior saw an opportunity to 

further develop agriculture. Jessie explained, 

We realized that if we could feed ourselves with what we grew in the 
Tanana Valley, we would be better able to contribute to the war 
effort. ... 63 

Snodgrass helped the farmers organir.e tbe Tanana Valley Farmers 

Association, and encouraged them to plant wheat. He urged the Alaska Road 

Commission to build Farmers' Loop Road to ease the transport of produce 

into town. He also had the confidence d a number of merchants and was 

able to convince many to buy stock in a mill. The mill was erected in a 

warehouse which was the property d the Farmers Association and, was 

quite close to the railroad tracks. Robert Bloom bought ten shares of stock. 61 

The residents of the Tanana Valley used the flour ground from the 

local wheat all through the First World War and on until 1923. In that year, 

a series of events began which soon ended wheat production in the Tanana 

62 The B1ooa Collection. Univenity or A.lab Archives, Al,ricu.llw'e file. DJJ. cit 
63 Jessie S. Blooa. -ne JeYs Of Alub.. ,##rll Slalls.J,rrisJJ llislorial OuN18r/}'. 
VoJ. IV. No. 2, NOTeJDber 1963, 9. 101. 
64 Blooa C.Ollection, Unmnity of Alatb ArchiTes. 191~ tm P.ncuial m •. OJJ. cit 
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Valley. First. dissention arose among tbe farmers. Moreover, tbe Station 

was put under tbe jurisdiction of tbe, newly opened, Alaska Agricultural ,/ 

College and School~ol' Mines. The College encouraged mining at the e1~ 

of agriculture. And ironically, tbe seed from which the wheat was grown. 

was lost. 

"Old-timers" remembered the Tanana Valley·s wheat, but few of the 

newcomers believed wheat could be grown in the Interior. If it were not for 

the Adelman Cup, there would have been no proof. Local wheat was a fading 

memory, until Robert Bloom met up with Snodgrass at the 1957 Matanuska 

Valley Fair.65 The two talked about the economy ol' the Territory, and 

wondered about prospects for the future should the Federal Government 

reduoe fiscal support and defense spending.66 Both recalled the famous 

Tanana Valley wheat ol' the First World War, and decided to start up a new 

planting. They inquired of farmers throughout the Tanana Valley, but found 

no ,eed. Fortunately. in May 1958. Snodgrass found a Matanuska dairy 

farmer who had some of the seed. Snodgrass sent three hundred pounds to 

Bloom in Fairbanks, who in turn had his friend Robert t . Lavery67 plant it on 

tbe Ywovich Ranch near the University.68 

Jessie detailed: 

The wheat vas sown on June 5th, and was harvested on the 
12th d September. It WIS displayed at the Tanana Valley Fair. The 
flour vas sent to the Fishers Flouring Mills in Seattle, and wu found 
to be rich in all the properties that go to make good bread. The 
Fishers Flourins Mills sent the flour back to Fairbanks, where it wu 

65 Jessie S. Bloo•. "The Je,r,Of AJuta: ,,,_nz SIM#j,,risJJ Bistoncal /)MnJ,,rfT. 
Vol. IV. No. 2, Nntaber 1963. p . 102. 
66 Ibid., p. 102. 
6? Robert I . Lffery ii the IOJl of Bloom's 1001-t.i.a• friend Robert (Bob) Lffery. 
61 The Bloom CollectiOA, Uamnity of A1uta ArchiffS, A,ricutwre rite. "'· di. 
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.made into a loaf or bread, and at the present time it is in cold storaae 
being kept for a special occasion, when it will be thawed out and eaten 
with due ceremony.69 , 

The yield in 1958 was e1ceptional, and the crop was kept mainly for seed. 

The ne1t year more ground was planted, and so on through 196 0- 1961. 70 

Sometime betveen September 1958 and September 1963, Bloom and his 

collaborators received a trophy cup for their work." The inscription read, 

In Recognition Of The Best Farm And Garden -- Tanana Valley. In 

September of 1963. Bloom received a letter and Certificate of Merit from 

Governor William Egan for "fruitful and sucx:essful efforts to revive interest . 
in the wheat-raising possibilities of the Tanana Valley."72 

The 1963 newspaper caption spoke of Robert Bloom's dream that tbe 

Tanana Valley produce a hardy wheat. Jessie, writing in the same year, 

believed locally grO'fln wheat would strengthen the new state's economy. 

flour is DO'fl shipped in from the "mainland," and the cost of 
living is very high: bread is flown in by air. Since bread is the staff of 
life, we feel that, when we have an active group of young 
homesteaders who are encouraged to grow their food in the Valley, we 
will be able to reduce Alaska's high cost of living and will have done 
something tO'flards eliminating the artificial economy now prevalent 
in our state due to inflated military spending.73 

69 Ibid .. op. ~it. 
70 Jessie S. Bloom, "Tho ,Je,rs Of Al&sb." Fnlltnz Slaln j,ris/J llislorical ()uut,,rly, 
Vol. XV. No. 2. November 1963. p, 103. 
7 I Then is a VHS Tideotape copy aod oriainal silent film entitled "'f beat Bunst. • In 
the f".dm Robert Blooa., llite Yutovicb and Jim Yankovich bannt the •beat at the 
Yao.tovicbs' fana. They at,o bold the &topby cup, Uofortuouely. the.re .is no da&e oo 
the ltophy. The daa. islitelyS.ptember 1963. bec&U90 the suit and hat Bloom ,rearsiA 
the newspaper photo aa&ches the suit aod hat iA the silent f".dm. Bloom CoUectioo. 
University of A1asb Ai-chins. -
72 8100.rJ.4,Uectioo. Aaericaa ,Jnish Archives. Bo13. File Folder 1-t. 
73 Jessie s. llaoom. 'The ,Jnsor Alasb." rn11m Sialllsj,ris/J llislorial ()ul,r#r/y. 
Vol. IV, No. 2. November 1963. p. 103. 
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The Developaent ol Aviation 

Jessie recollected that the first aeroplane to come into the Territory 

was in July 19 I 3.' 4 The Fourth of July Committee planned to pay for a 

flying demonstration by cblfiing two and a half dollars admission to the ball 

park. People refused to pay such an etorbitant fee, they stood and watch.ed 

from outside the ball park.75 The flight was not very impressive, the aviator 

stayed up in the air for only a short time. Apparently, there was little 

e1citement about the exhibition, and it was soon forgotten. 

Then came the First World War, and the 1921 New York to Nome 

flight attempt. The Army's Black Wo1f Squadron, undertaking the challenge, 

was scheduled to stop in Fairbanks on their way from Dawson to Nome. The 

residents ol Fairbanks reoeived information from the Army Signal Corps 

Station that the planes were approaching. The anticipation was palpable, 

then people caught the first glimpse of the low, swooping planes. After a 

safe landing and short rest, the planes continued on their journey to Nome. 

The age of aviation had come to Alaska's Interior. 

Business was slow in Fairbanks during the early 1920s. At the end of 

the first World War, a veteran pilot by the name of Ben Bilson, came to 

Fairbanks to teach science at the High School.76 One day, Bilson was in 'The 

Intellectual Delicatessen" speaking with Bloom, when in walked William F. 

Thompson. Thompson was the editor of the Pl.ir/Jaks o.JJy Ne.,s-Alioer 

and a journalist ol considerable skill. He proposed that the best way to 

improve Fairbanks' eamomy was to mate it the supply headquarters for the 

1◄ Jessi• Bloom, 'mAlA1 A.alb an,,, - a manuscript of nmiAisceoces compJeted iJl 
November 19'1. Bloom Collection, American jffish Archives, Bo1 13, File Folder .if, 
p.U . 
7' Ibid .. p. 88. 
76 ~ Bloom Jeuer to Rachel lbetuoo. October 3. 197.f. Bloom CollectioA, American 
jffish Arch.ins, Bu 12, Fil• Folder 6. pp. 103-UM. 



ouUying districts." Thompson continued, since Bilson was a veteran pilot 

and had the option of purchasing a surplus "jenny" -- the plane used in the 

First World War -- Ellson could apply for one, and they all could start a 

business.78 

Ellson applied for the "jenny," while Bloom, Robert K. Lavery. Dick 

Wood and others put up the money.79 The plane arrived, Bilson assembled 

it, and the maiden flight was in the, summer of 1921. Jessie wrote: 

The first trip . .. was from Fairbanks to Nenana and Dick Woods 
the banker went up with Ben. We were all very excited when they 
left. and though Nenana was only fifty miles away, we wondered 
when they would come through, by telegraph from the Signal Corps, 
that they had landed. It seemed to be a comparatively short t.ime 
until we beard that they were over the town of Nenana, but they did 
not land. They turned around and came back to Fairbanks. We 
greeted them like heros when they landed on the ball park, which 
now became the local airport. From that modest beginning, aviation 
was off to a fine start in the Interior. ' The Fairbanks Aeroplane 
Company was formed, and carried cargo from 1923, right on to the 
end of the Second World War.so 

Thompson gave this flight wide publicity in the Alaska press. and 

cabled the story Ouuide. As a result, Hubert Wilkins, a well-knovn arctic 

explorer, contacted Bilson to inquire if he might accompany Wilkins on a 

77 Jessie S. Bloom. "The ,Je,rsOf Alasb." FIIStlm StMn,/llris/J /fisfqriaJ QIJl.rtl/ Jy ~ 
Vol. IV. No. 2. Nonmber 1963, p. 108. Abo no1e, that iJl the IJiterior there ,rere Tery 
fn roadl, udthe nui1able 11UOn for riTer transportation..,.. limited to four 
moaths. Llvea1ood. oae of the busiest camps al that time • ..,.. only ninety miles north 
ofF&irballb. It toot nearly a YNk to reach it by boatdurm1 the summer. ud two full 
days over the YiJlter trail. 
78 .)Hsi• Bloom letter to Rachel lbetboA, October 3. 197-4. Bloom Collectioa. A.mericu 
jffiSh Archives. Box 12. File folder 6, p. 104. 
79 Ibid., p . 104. 
80 .}Nii• Blooa, FM&AiJII A.1Mb Gror- a muutetipt of nmioi~ocn co.m.plet.d ui 
Honaber 19'1. Bloom Collection. Aaericao Je,rish Archlves, Bo1 13. File Folder 4. ~ 
pp. 91-92. 
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flight over the North Pole.SI Ellson accepted the offer. and on their second 

attempt, they were successful. 

The Fairbanks Aeroplane Company then hired another pilot by the 

name of Noel Wein. Ben Ellson and Noel Wein subsequently became famous 

pilots in Aluka aviation history. 

The lqor1 of Lite and the 8100■1· Jewi1hlle11 

Robert and Jessie raised four daughters in Fairbanks -- Meta, was 

born April 1913: Deborah, December 1914; Olga, May 1917; and Ruth, 

September 1918. Jessie provides a delightful desaiption of the events 

surrounding Meta's birth and neonatal suggestions of the day. 

April 5th 1913 It was a Friday, and the Sabbath Candles were 
lit and the Blessing said. Bob came home for supper. and I said. "I 
think I'm going to have the baby." He said, "well, let us go, but put out 
the candles." I had never put out the Sabbath Candles before, and I 
asked him if it was alright, since I considered it a sin. But he said, 
"f0t1et it, can't leave candles burning, you know what fire means in 
here. We cannot take that risk." So we started out, it was still 
daylight, but was forty below on account of the wind. We walked to 
the hospital, about ten bJocts .... 

And so at nine the following morning (April 6th), Meta arrived. 
Bob came in. and .. . said "she has a nice smile." That evening, the 
News-Miner announced her arrival calling her "Bloom's wonder." 

I was in the hospital for ten days, ... and when Bob called for 
me with the dog team, belonging to one of his friends, to take me 
home, I was full of high spirits. The baby was doing very nicely. Dr. 
Aline Beegter was a great advocate of breast feeding, in fact she told 
me that it was a must for babies born in Fairbanks. She would not 
trust the milt from the local dairy because there vu no inspection. 
But of course the various baby foods, like Carnation Milk, and NesUes 
Milk were aJright. 

&I Jnsi• S. Bloom, "Th• Jwt Of AJuta: Fnum Slalls J,rull llistoriw ()uMl#rly. 
Vol. IV, No. 2, Nonmber 1963, p. 109. 
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On the Sunday morntna when she (Meta) was one day old. the 
Church Choir came in and sang hymns. It wu the custom d tbe 
Mission. The Church was attached to the Hospital. It was lovely to 
hear the singing, and I told the Rector, that I liked the idea d my little 
Episcopalian Jewess being greeted by music so early after her 
arrival.82 

Throughout the history of our people, this question bas been asked: 

What is Jewish culture and Jewish religious observance? An answer is, 

Jewish culture and religious observance is whatever Jews do, and bovever 

Jews live. With so few Jews in Fairbanks, bow is one to desa-ibe pioneer 

Jewish cultural and religious life? Quite simply, Jewish culture and religious 

life was defined by the Bloom family. In Jesse's reminiscences we read: 

September 6, 1937, New Year·s Day. Bob and I went to visit a 
friend who bad a Mink Ranch on the Tanana River. sil miles up from 
Big Delta. way in the most remote part of the Territory. Bob always 
kept the Store closed for the two days Rosh Hasbanab. and also for the 
one day, Yom Kippur. He has found that it is easier for him to 
worship, if be leaves the Tovn, so no one bothers him to ao to the 
Store. or consults him on any other business. 

I recollect way back in 1918, on Yom Kippur. He had the Store 
closed, and the train was due to leave for the Creeks about ten 
minutes before Bob had decided he would break his fut One d Bob's 
customers wanted some goods to take out with him on that train. so be 
arranged for the train to leave fifteen minutes late, so that Bob would 
have time to get this customer his goods. 

We took that kind of thing as so much part of our everyday life. 
that it vas not until many years later, that ve fully appreciated the 
significance of hov much it shoved the respect for the other fellows 
beliefs. 

New Year's Dayl Tradition dies bard. Once we vent to Shut. 
prayed among our f ellov men. Now we are alone. God is good, he is 
everywhere. just as much in this Mint Ranch at ParadiJe Point on the 
Tanana River as in the wonderful architectural structures. I ut not 

a2 Jessie BJooa teuer &o Raebel lbbellOa, October 10, 197'4. Bloom ColleUion, Aa.eriwi 
jwisb Archins, Bo1 12, rdt Folder 6, pp. ,5-'6. 
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for a manifestation of his presence. I feel it with me. The absolute of 
peace, in these tranquil surroundings with my beloved.83 

Entrie, from October 4. 1938. reveal additional insights about the Fairbanks 

Jewish community, jesse·s religious beliefs, the plight of European Jewry, and 

Palestine.a-. 

Tuesday, October 4, P.rev Yom tippur. Though there are no 
indications of the solemnity of· the Holy Day that is rapidly 
approaching around here, I feel within me a sense of something 
deeper than the mere superficial bond of race and family. Up here on 
the last Frontier -- one of the very few professing Jews in lb.is Camp, 
where there are about twenty. Jews in all -- lb.is feeling of tradition is 
brought home to me; bow through the ages the torch of liberty and of 
democracy bas been kept alive by being wedded to religious 
observance. Perhaps it would be simpler to throw off the shackles of 
orthodoxy, instead of keeping the Store closed tomorrow. just to come 
in as usual. instead of fasting. Yet, I feel i would be losing some deep 
physical and spiritual experience. The physical comes through 
abstaining from food. the spiritual from a sense of being one with all 
of "God's chosen·· throughout the civilized ~orld. 

83 Jessie Bloom. ,a1c1JJ.a1 A1Mh 6ror -- a JIL&llUstript of rem.iAisconces completed io 
November 1951 . Bloom Collection. AJD.ericu. ]ffisb Archives, Bo113. File Folder 4. 
p. 122. 
34 jeaie TIS a Zionist. Htr earliest recollectioA of tht movement da&ed from 1909-
1910. whoA she heard Israel Zupell speak io London. In February 1911. she joined 
the DubliA Chapter of the Youn1 Zionists. ln A1ub. she "had liUle tiJH to thill or t&1t 
about Zionism. too busy Yith the mere livins .... " But she aad Bob did t&1t about a 
je,risb sta&e. 

The follOYia& stor, about Bloom is not dearly understandable. but it does 
illustra&e his Je,,isb conYictioAs. OAe day in 1919. Bob cuae ho.mt from the Store and 
told jetsje of a connna&ion he hid Yith fllher Monroe, the MiaioJW')' ,Jesuit Print 
coAnected Yith St. joleph'1 Church. Th-,."" dilcUllia1 the quntioA of the Je,risb 
Bomelud. Father Monroe ti.id to Bob, "Noy is the uae for the Jl,n to accept Christ 
th-,. have tutrut.d their aillioA: Bob rn,oaded that Jn', could not futr"'1 their 
mission, th-,. Yero a UT,, viable peo91e and moved Tith the times. Thus their mission 
,ru aJyay, 1nnd to the tian. jetlie Yrote: "hy,ray, Bob 1ot the belt of tht 
u,u.ment becau• it ended up Yith the Father reaarti.D.1. '•hat is the llf • of a mu in 
the Catholic Church.' Bob UIN the ar,u .. at that the Church ,ruan iastitutioa and IO 
could fumt a m.ission and be Ulroua,b, but a people lite the people of the boot. well. 
nll??r Bloom C.ollectioa. UAinrsity of A1ub Archinl, Bo1 , . File Fol•r 43. op. di. 

Accordin1 to Meta Bloom Buuaict. Robert Bloom aad Father Monroe ,ren, very 
clo,e f rie1uts. iA tpU. of their p.hilotophical disputes. 
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At this aisis in the history of our race. it is essential that we 
take stock of our resources. It is our spiritual resources that will keep 
us alive. The material rots and decays, the spiritual transcends all ... . 

All the liberties we struggled to attain throughout the ages are 
being taken from us, while we sit helplessly looking on. But we again 
renew our professions of Paith, we must once more proclaim from the 
hilltops that the Supreme Being is SUPREME. 

Thursday, October 6, 1938, Yom Uppur is over, but the 
memory lingers on. The spiritual satisfaction. cannot be evaluated in 
mere words. 

Heard that there has been fighting in Palestine. and that is 
upsetting, but then, we do have our Faith, and we know that 
everything will come out for the best.85 

Robert and Jessie were Zionists and inculcated in their children, the age old 

longing of the Jewish people to return to Zion. This was especially evident in 

1923. at their family Pusover Seder. when Meta recited Israel langweU's 

poem "Children of the Ghetto."86 

The Blooms were strongly committed to Orthodox Judaism. They 

ushered in the Shabbat with the lighting of the Shabbat Candles and 

Uddish,87 and held seders the first and second n.jghu of Passover. However. 

there were practical limits to their reliaious observances. Jessie once wrote: 

You have beard the Yiddish e1pressiQD, "Es iz sbver tsu uyn a 
Yid" (It's hard to be a Jew), well if it is difficult in a Jewish community. 
how much more It is in one in which you are the onJy Jewish family. 
But we manqed to overcome that difficulty to a certain e1tent by 
keeping some of the Jewish customs that are part of our home life. 
We always lit the candles on Friday night, and read a Bible story to 
the children, before putting them to b_ed. So, ... they instinctivety 

&5 Ibid, pp. 131-132. 
&6 Jessie Blooa letter to Bernice Bloom.field. February 18, 1975. Bernice Bloomfield 
Collection, Allchora,e Museua of llisaory ud Art Library, Bo~ B, File Folder ta. 
87 Befon th• n•lliAI ud aoraia1 ...., oa ShebM& ud fet&inJI, (idd11h 
(aacUtlcauon) is rec.iced nerYi.De. Wille is the syabol of joy. for itis ",ri.De that 
chNn UA'1 heart: (Psala UM:15) 
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knew Friday niaht was different. Then. thouah we could not keep a 
Kosher home, we did f ollov a few basic dietary laws, which tended to 
show a difference. We did not have any pork in our house. and never 
served butter and meat at the same time. And when other children 
came in, and there would be talk about it. our girls knew that they 
were Jewish, and so did not go to Sunday School. or keep Christmas. 
Their playmates were atl very understanding and would invite them 
over to their homes to see their trees, and they el'.changed presents. 
since that was an accepted custom. but our girls knew about 
Hanukkah. and tied that in with Cbristmas.M 

Jessie told a story about the Model Restaurant in Fairbanks which served a 

Bloom Sandwich.89 Bloom·s namesake was. ci course. a ham sandwich which 

be never had the opportunity to taste. Robert and Jessie greatly appreciated 

the jote. 

Bloom did his utmost to meet the obligations of his religion. but his 

religious philosophy did not necessitate the observance of all the 

commandments in the Torah. He preferred a Judaism that appealed t-0 the 

intellect, "not the kind that depended on the nitty gritty bits of observance 

for entrance to Heaven."90 

The Blooms went to great lengths to give their daughters pride in their 

"Jewish race and culture." Jessie took the girls Outside a number of times so 

that they m..ig.ht experience and live with other ,Jewish children. During the 

years 1923 to 1925. Jessie and the girls went to Seattle. Late in her life. she 

wrote about those years. 

a& jnsie Bloom, Bou.bi,pu11 ill AJub. /orlJ' ,-n l#Q. Bloom. Collection. University 
of A1uka Archrves. Bo1 , . file Folder 33. op. dJ. 
89 jnsie Bloom. letter to Bernice Bloomfield, Ai,ril 20.1973. Beraice Bloom.field 
Collectioa. hchora,e Muttua of Hbtory ud Art Library, Bo1 B. File Folder 18. , 
90 jnsie Bloom letter to Bernice Bloom.field, October 10, 1973. Bernice Bloomfield 
CollectioJl, hc.hora,e lluttu.m. of Biltory ud Art Library, Box B, File FoJder 18. 
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We arrived in SeatUe in October of 1923. We lived in the 
Jewish nei.ghborhOOd and the girls went to the Horace Mann School. 
which at the time bad a fair percentage of Jewish pupils. They 
attended the Sunday School, which-bad just been established, at the 
Bikur Cholim (Synagogue).91 

As a Jewish housewife in Fairbanks, Jessie did not OlJJ milk and meat. She 

observed the dietary laws as best she oould. As one might imagine, there 

was no kosher meat available. In Seattle, she apparently desired to step-up 

her observance of kashrut, but this attempt was short lived. Jessie 

reminisoed with characteristic humor: 

I stayed with Mrs. Jacobs, who kept a strictly kosher house. 
When I got my own apartment, I kept kosher until one of my ultra 
orthodox friends uked where I got my meat. I told him the name of 
the butcher. and be said. even though be calls himself kosher, his meat 
is questionable. Well, that was enough for me to mil my dishes! 

Well to go one further. there was a grocery on Yesler Way 
where they had a sjgn in the widow, "Kosher." One day I went in. and 
I noticed that he was selling boiled ham. I asked him how? He said 
that he used a different knife for cutting cheese than he did for the 
ham. You cannot imagine bow that amused me . . .. 92 

Remar~bly. Jessie and her daughters left Fairbanks and Bob again, 

this time in June- 1928. They traveled to Dublin, Ireland, and Jessie 

did not return until 1937.'' The extended duration was so the Bloom 

daughters oould go to oolleae. Jessie proudJy wrote: 

91 Jessie Bloom leuer to Bentlee Bloomfield, February 'l7, 197of. Bernice Bloomfield 
Collection, Anchorqe Mu1111a of History ud Art Library. Bos B, File Folder 18. 
92 Ibid. See. Jessi• Blooa leuer to Rachel lbbetlOn. October 3. 197•f. Bloom Collection. 
Americu jffish Atchffes, Bos 12. File Folder 6, pp. 111-112. 
95 jNlie Bloom, 'Mdill1 AJMb Gror-- a muuscript of nmiAilQeace, completed iA 
Nneaber 19'1. Bloom Collection, Americu jn'isb Archives, Bos 13, File Folder of. 
p. 91. 
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Our oldest girl. Meta araduated from Trinity College, .. . in 19 34. 
and left in January of 1935 to join her Cather in Fairbanks. Alaska. 
She was appointed to teach English. French. and Latin at the Fairbanks 
High School, as she had taken three summer courses at the Sorbonne. 
France .... She continued to teach until her marriage in 1939, to 
Harry Buttnick of Seattle, where she now resides. 

The second daughter, Deborah, qualified in medicine in 1938, 
and was appointed Resident at the Childrens' Hospital, in Harcourt 
Street. Dublin .... In 1939, {she went to) johns Hopkins . .. she 
married Israel Kaplan. 

Our third daughter, Olga, also qualified in medicine at Trinity 
College, in January 1940. She remained in England pr acticing all 
during the war years, until March of 1946 when she returned to the 
States. She ... worked at the University of Illinois, and ... in Chicago. 
Married in December of 1948 to Dr. Meyer Backer of Chicago. 

Ruth, the youngest remained in EngJand, marrying Joseph 
Ibbetson. after she had qualified in Architecture. and now she is a 
Member of the Royal Institute of British Architecture, though she 
never did much practicing, having acquired a family in due·course. 
They are living in London at present.9◄ 

As a matter of Jewish significance, it must be recognized that all four of 

Jessie and Robert's daughters married Jews. Up to this point in the thesis, 

most of the Jews did not find Jewish spouses and thus intermarried. The fact 

that their daughters looked for Jewish spouses is a- testimonial to the Bloom 

family and the strength of their Jewish identity. 

Je11ie tile Suffrqette 

As a young woman in London, Jessie was a suffragette and quite 

ooncerned with the role women should play in society. She oontinued in that 

capacity after arriving in Fairbanks. In August 1912. tbe Federal 

Government granted a Home Rule Bill to the Territory.95 One of the first acts 

9-f Ibid .. p. 99. 
'' Jeai• B1ooJD. "Contrasts,· Bloom Collecilon. UniYenity of AJuta Archives, Box l, 
File Folder 31. OJI. cit 
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of the Alaska Legislature was to grant suffrage to the women of the 

territory. Jessie took pride in the territory·s actions and recalled the first 

meeting ot the Women of Fairbanks. 

The first meetini ... took place in February 19 l <f. and the 
contrast between that meeting and those I attended in London. was 
very great. At the London meeting, every woman present had a fair 
knowledge of the issue. and knew something about the way in which 
the Administration wu conducted. But al the Fairbanks meeting, the 
majority of women, knew hardly anything about the Government. It 
was held in the Courthouse, and there were about a hundred women 
present, among whom there happened to be three outstanding 
characters: tbe first was Mary Gibson. a graduate of Bryn Mawr: Ella 
Elson. a Socialist Party OrganiZer; and Viola Kelly, who had oome up on 
her wedding trip with her husband, who was a writer, they were 
looking for material for their stories. She bad been working in Oregon, 
previous to her marriage, in the cause of Woman's Suffrage, and as 
Oregon had shortly before acquired the Suffrage. she was still very 
familiar with the work. 

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Tripp, the wife ot a 
prominent lawyer .. . . Ella rose and spoke very well. tracing the 
history of Woman's Suffrage in the States. from the time the people of 
Wyoming were to oome into the Federation -- and because their 
women would not be given equal rights. they refused to go in, as they 
f eJt that their women bad gone through all the hardships of pioneering 
with them, and had alway1 had their share in the governing of the 
Territory. They insisted on them having their say when it was to 
become a State. Her speech was greeted with loud applause . ... 

. . . Violet spoke for a short time, giving some incidents of the 
campaJ&n In Oregon. 

Mary called on me. introducing me as ooming from the real 
battlefield. I rose and emphui.zed the fact that we must be careful 
not to abuse our privilege. We in England were fighting for the Vote 
and 10 had acquainted ourselves with the various issues involved, and 
when we should get it, we hoped we would be able to use it to 
advantage. But in Alaska, where there had been no campaign, it had 
been thrust upon us. it was a different matter. we miabt abuse our 
great gifts through ignorance. I. . . put a motion to the floor. that we 
form a Civic Oub. Tbe motion carried unanimously, and we adjourned 
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to arranae about drawing up some rules for the Fairbanks Womens· 
Civic Club.96 

The next month. March 1914, the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner reported that 
; -

the Womens· Civic Qub extended an invitation to the candidates for council 

to appear before the meeting and explain their positions. Jessie made the 

motion to invite the candidates to address the women voters.97 

The Pirst Underaarten in Pairbant1 

During the summer of 1918. there was a group of young girls which 

played with the Bloom girls. A few of them were old enough to start first 

grade in tbe fall. but there were five, including Meta and Deborah Bloom. 

who were not yet sil years of age. Jessie suggested to one of the parents 

that she would be glad to run a little kindergarten at her house. Jessie had 

always been interested in children's activities and decided to use some 

suggestions from the Montessori Metbod.98 Qass was held from one to three 

o'cJock in the afternoon. at which time older siblings, returning from school, 

picked up the kindergartners. Jessie refused any fee for her services. but 

did accept assistance from mothers. One mother baked bread and another 

helped with mending. The kindergarten was a resounding success, and 

continued until 1922. when a public kindergarten was established at the 

Territorial schooJ.99 

96 Ibid., op. di. Me&& Bloom Buu.n.ict made a correction in the ,ource materi.&l. Viole, 
May YU corredecl &o reed Viola (elly. 
91 ·Ladies Name CMdidate," FairtJab/MilyN,n-Mm,r. March 31.191-f. 
98 Jessie Bloom JeUer &o Bernice Bloomfield, July 11, 197◄. BerJtlce Bloomfield 
Collection. Anchora,, Muteum of lliltor, uid Art Library. Box B. File Folder 18. 
99 jnsie S. Bloom. lhe Jey,Qf Aluta.· r-..m Slal#.,1,Fis/J lllstwial /Alvt#rly. 
Vol. IV, No. 2, Nneaber 1963. p. 114. 



At the suggestion of her friend Mary Lee Davis. Jessie wrote to the 

Bureau of Education in Washington. D. C., conoern.ing teacher certification. 

Jessie learned that the Bureau had a reading course for kindergarten and 

primary teachers. 

They sent me a copy of their reading course, as well as, the 
books I needed to read and report on. They allowed two years to 
complete the course. I told them of my position and wondered if I 
would be able to do it in two years. but Miss Almira Winchester, who 
was in charge of that course at the time, wrote back that they would 
gladly allow me all the time that I felt I needed. I did complete that 
course. sent in the summaries of my reading, did a written 
questionnaire, and got a certificate. It was one of the most stimulating 
courses J ever had. too 

Jessie received the following letter from the Department of Interior, 

Department of Education: 

May 25. 1921 
My dear Mrs. Bloom: 

You have answered the test questions for the kindergarten 
reading course satisfactorily, and in due course of time, you will 
receive your certificate signed by the Commissioner of Education. and 
I will also return to you the summaries of the books in the reading 
course. 

Sincerely yours, 
Julia Wade Abbot 
Specialist in tinderaarten 

6ducation101 

The Pounder or AJuta·, Pir1t Girl Scout Troop 

Fairbanks' First Girl Scout Troop, oraaniled in the Fall of 1925, 

emerged from a Sunday School Ous.102 Several girls were meeting in a Girl 

100 Ibid .. pp. 114-115. 
101 Bloom Collectioc. Ucivenity of Alast& Archives. BH '.5. File Folder -0. 
l 02 {iJrJ SctHJIS ill AJub SJMIUlilll siz~ 10-1967. a pamphlet published by 
the Farthett North Girl Seoul Couccil. 
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Scout Troop. led by Mrs. Vernon. wife of the minister of the Presbyterian 

Church. They had been learning to sew, and decided to broaden the range of 

their activities. Under the leadership of Mrs. Hjortesburg, I 03 a don.ation 

dinner was sponsored, and plans made to write Girl Seoul Headquarters in 

New York. After the dinner, Jessie was approached and asked to assume 

leadership of the inaugural troop. 

When I accepted I knew that I would have all the assistance possible. 
But it was only as I began to work with the girls, that the full e1tent of 
this cooperation was demonstrated. Not only the parents, it seemed, 
but the whole town was willing and a.niious to get back of our 
movemenL10_. 

That first winter. members of the troop learned to sew, met for 

oocasionat cooking bees. and went on afternoon hikes. One of those 

afternoon hikes became quite a memorable e1perience. Aviation. at that 

time in Alaska, was still in its infancy. and quite daqerous. As it happened: 

Ben Ellson and Sir Hubert Wilkins had been missing for a few days. 
As there were no radios, we bad no way of knowing where they were. 
Approaching the Field that day in the course of our bike, we sighted a 
plane coming in. Since there was no other plane of that type in the 
Territory, it did not require much imagination to realil.e that Bilson 
and Wilk.ins were coming in for a landing. -we hurried towards the 
Field. and as they landed our troop of Girl Scouts were there, first to 
welcome them .... our girls were e1tremety proud to think that their 
troop had been the first.105 

I 03 Mrs. Rjortetbur1 .,,., th• Tife of a Fa.irbub bplora&.ion esecutive. Th.it is 
sipificaat betaUN, accordin1 to Meta Bloom Buuakk. FI. encoun,ed Tins of the 
e:secuuns to become iJlvolnd iJl coJllJlluJlily or1uuzations. Many F .I, TiTes 
volwiteered inf airbaats. 
19'4 jnsie BJoom. llisllJqOf'T/J,Fair!J&abflirlSCfJuls 10-18. September l?,-f. 
Bernice Bloomfitld Collection. Anchoraae Mu,eum of Hiltory ud Art Ubrary. Bo1 B. 
File Folder 18, p. l . 
105 Ibid., p. 1. 
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In the spring of 1926, Jessie was determined to organize a Camp. To 

raise the requisite funds, an amateur talent show was put on at the Legion 

Hall (the Old Harmony Hall at Third and Laoey).106 The Commander of the 

Legion, Einar Tonseth, donated the hall. Jessie, with assistance from her 

girls, wrote a thematic play on soouti.ng entitled, "Pickles and Cake."107 

Proceeds from the show oovered transportation oosts. Twenty girls attended 

and each paid a fee of $10.00 for two weeks of camping. Camp oommenoed 

on August 8, 1926.108 

At long last departure day arrived. We hired a truck from 
Sourdough Blpress, driven by the late Ed Hering, and at 10:30 in the 
morning all loaded on. Mrs. Stnrart and Mrs. Braflaadt had prepared 
a meal of potato salad and baked ham, so we vould not have to start 
in to oook immediately upon arrival at camp. Some of the proceeds of 
the show were used to purchue a tent, and we rented a cabin from 
Jimmy Crusholm, naming it tbe "Marion." 

In those days, the trip out to"Birch Lake was much more of an 
e1pedJtion than it is today. The roads being very rough, we developed 
tire trouble a short distance out. and we had two or three flats 
between Fairbanks and Birch Lake. It was therefore well after five in 
the evening before we arrived at our destination.109 

Camp was a resounding success. One d Jessie's favorite stories occurred on 

the last Friday ol camp . 

. . . ve were using up our left-overs and bad sandwiches of 
cheese, corned beef, and ham. Deborah Bloom (Jewess), Pat Hering 
(Presbyterian), and Emma Miller (Catholic) were always together 

106 Ibid .. p. 1. 
107 For further io.fonuuon on fairN.Ab' FintGit'l Scout Troop, IN Bloom Collection. 
Ua.iTersity of AJub Archiffs, Bos 6, f'dl folder ,1. See alto, NF int Scouts Remember 
Good Times," FlirfMDb IMilT }Mn-,Jflau. Match a, 197'. p . A-3. 
103 Jessie Blooa. llalorr0/'111,FairlabGirlSCtHJb 10-1928. September 197•t 
Bero.ice Bloomfield Collection. hcbo,.... lluseua of History ud Art Llb.rvy. 8o1 B. 
File Folder ta. p. l . ~ 
109 Ibid .. p. 1. 
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during camp. and this afternoon. as usuaJ. turned up together for their 
lunch. Deborah turned and said: ''Ham? I can't eat ham. I am a 
jevess. I'll take corned beef." Emma said: "I can't eat meat! This is 
Friday and I'm Catholic." Pat said: 'Thank God I'm a Presbyterian! 
I'll have one of eachl"l 10 

Jessie served as active captain of Fairbanks' Girl Scout Troop from 1925 until 

June 1 928, vhen she and her daughters, went Outside to Dublin. As a 

tribute to her, in 1976. the Farthest North Girl Scout Council acquired the 

Jessie Bloom Training Center.I I I Presently, the Girl Scouts Resident Summer 

Camp is called Camp Jessie Bloom and is held north of Fairbanks at thirty

mile Chena Hot Springs Road. 

TBB BLOOMS OPBNID TBBIR 80111 TO jfflSB G.l.1 

On December 7, 19◄ 1, Japan bombed Pearl Harbor and brought the 

United States into the Second World War. About a week after Pearl Harbor, 

Robert Bloom received a Jetter from the Jewish Welfare Board in San 

Francisco. The j.W.B. asked if be would serve as chairman of the Fairbanks 

Chapter and "look after the Jewish personneL"l 12 Bloom immediately 

replied, 'Yes," The Blooms· hospitality became legendary among the Jewish 

servicemen. Robert and Jessie treated the boys like family for the Shabbat, 
-

holidays, and festivals. Passover 19◄ 1, came soon on the heels of Bloom's 

appointment as Civilian Chaplain. Jessie retold the events of that evening. 

April 1st, 1912, We bad our first Seder at the home of the 
Gibsons. Mrs. Gibson is Jewish, and though her husband is not, be was 

110 Ibid .. p. 3. 
111 6.ir/ SCOllai.a A.lubspu,ai.a1 mdt,cadn, Jg/J-/96J, a pamphlet published by 
the FarthettNorth Girt Scout Council. 
112 1"1i• Bloom, ,m111.a1 A/ab Gnlr - a awiuscript of rHliAilce11ce1 completed 
iA NoTlabtr 19'1. Bloom Collection. American jnish Archiv", Bo:1 13. File Folder ◄, 
p. 151. 
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so very cooperative that it was a pleasure to have the folks meet 
there. There were ten soldiers from Ladd Pield,1 u most of them 
Sergeant and Master Sergeants, regular Army, and one lad whose 
home is in Brooklyn, and who was at the University. We went through 
the whole ceremony, Bob conducting. In the discussion that toot place 
during the meal, the men remarked how similar the situations were at 
the present time to that which prevailed at the time of the Elodus. Jt 
was a very stimulating affair, and we all enjoyed it very much. Even 
in those eleven men present. there were sil different States 
represented. and also varied backgrounds. 

There was a Chaplain who flew in the previous day, and who 
spoke to Bob about the Seder. He wished to check on supply, etc. 
Fortunately, Bob bad sufficient matzos on band. from last year, 
thought the J.W.B. supply came in by au-, just in the nick: of time. We 
bad plenty of wine, and the menu was gefilte fish, chopped liver, roast 
beef. potato pudding, green peas, mushroom gravy, mashed potatoes, 
horseradish sauce, dill pickles. olives, fruit salad, whipped aeam ... . 

We used our best linen and silver. and set as nice a table as 
anyone could visb for. and the guests were grateful. A small 
collection was made after the service for the Jewish Consumptives· 
Relief Society. ••◄ 

The G.I.s bad been coming in to talk to us. from time to time, 
but the Seder was our first opportunity of seeing them all l08ether. 
From that time on, we beld open house for any of the Jewish boys 
stationed in Alaska. They took r ull advantage of our hospitality, and 
we enjoyed every one of them.115 

113 Sometime after I.ht Second World War, I.he name wu cbaa1ed from Ladd Field to 
Fort Yaiinrript. 
114 Collecwi1 r,edeteb (charitable douuo11s) wu abo a part of ta&er Bloom seders. 
lo 1944. Sl~ Yere collected aad donated to the United jeyisb Appeal. Bloom's letter to 
the U.J.A. mentioned t'Yo jffs by AUlle, "Mr. Mu Reede, a ciTiliu. aad Capt. 
Blooaentbal of I.he U.S. Anny." Robert Bloom letter to the UAited Je,rish Appeal. May 
31.1944. Bloom Collect.ion, American Je,rish Archives. Bo1 a. File Folder a. 

In the suae rde folder. there is refere11ce to Bloom's ,articipation in I.he 1957 
U.J.A. I>rin. chaired by Zachary J. Loussac of Anchon,e. 
t 15 jnli. Bloom. ,aklwl1 ~ Gnrr - a maau1eript of NmiAilcencn coapleted 
in Nonaber 1951. Bloom CoUecUoo. American jeyish Archives. Bo1 13, File Folder 4', 
pp. 164-16,. 
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When the Fairbanks U.S.O. opened early in J 942, the assistant director 

vas jevish.116 He and Bloom arranged to hold Shabbat Services every 

Friday night at Ladd Field. Jessie wrote to a friend about those services: 

. .. the services we held a1J during the War Years, we never bad 
two alixe. We somehow managed to hold on to one or two things that 
seemed to be important. The slant was orthodox, because Bob could 
not reconcile himself vith any other orientation. Fortunately, we 
aJvays had enough G.l.s to make a Minyan, if we needed it for 
Kaddish. If we did not have a Minyan, we could alvays get the Tenth 
Man at the Hospital. There were a few times vhen I went over to the 
Hospital to look for a Tenth Man and I blush to report that I always 
found one. and particularly on one or two occasions they were 
Officers who had ··no time to identify" but were glad of the 
opportunity to help.117 

Even the severe winter weather did not deter the men from attending Friday 

night services. The Blooms decided that it was better to do tiddish at their 

house after services, and not at Ladd Field.I 1a This afforded the G.l.s a 

leisurely evening to visit at the Blooms and was a buffer against feelings of 

-homesickness. 

By July 4, 19◄2, there vas a large number of jevish servicemen at 

Ladd Field, most of them from the Midwest, mostly Ohio, Michigan, and 

lllinois.119 Rosh Hashanah services that year were held in the Masonic 

Temple. 

116 Ibid., p. l6~. 
117 Jessi• Bloom leuer to Bernice Bloomfleld, November. 18, 197.C. Bernice Bloomfield 
Collection. AAchorqe Mu,eua of lliaeory and An Li.brvy, Bo1 B. File folder 18. 
111 ,Jeaie Bloom, Fm.Iii.al Alub (Jror, - • manuscript of reminiscences completed 
in Honmblr 1951. Bloom Collection, American jffish Archives. Bo113. File Folder .f, 
p. 165. 
119 Ibid., 9. 168. 
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Saturday September 12 1942 There had been quite a little 
activity around our place. as the boys were to get a three day pass, 
and they wanted, if possible. to get away from the Field. But the 
housing shortage is so acute, they were afraid that they would have to 
return to the Field. However. Bob was able to arrange for sleeping 
accommodations for quite a number of them. And so between our 
home. the US.O., and the services at the Masonic Temple, the boys 
began to feel that. after all, they were not so bad off. 

CX course. on aooount of the strict censorship, it was impossible 
for us to write to their fol.ks to tell them where they were. But I 
wrote to an old school chum 120 of mine who lived in Cleveland and 
mentioned that we had several boys from her town with us. And it 
seems that they were able t-0 put two and two together. Many of the 
parents were soon aware of the fact that their boys were in Fairbanks, 
... , because when the boys wrote home about visiting the Blooms. it 
was l.ben definitely established that l.bey must be at Ladd Pield.121 

One such leuer sent home was e1cerpted in a Cleveland newspaper. 

Private I. Freed Describes Services He Attended in Letter to Family 
... l.be Freed Family, 3094 E. Derbyshire Road. has received a 

letter ( which) says in part: 
Dear family: I wish you could have been here this weekend to 

see for yourself what wonderful services we held in town. It was the 
first time in 3 3 years that such services were held here. One of the 
Jewish citizens, a Mr. Robert Bloom, led the services. Mr. Bloom bad 
his own Sefer Torah, which he brought with him when he first came 
into Alaska about ◄0 years ago. AU the soldiers had prayer books 
supplied by the Jewish Welfare Board of SeatUe, Washington. Services 
were both in Hebrew and in English. The most touching prayer of all 
was the one we read for those we left at home. It hu such beautiful 
sentiment I must let you read it for yourself. J am enclosing it with 
th.is letter. The following boys from Greater Cleveland were at 
services: Pvt. Adolphe Fo1, Sgt. Bernard Levy, Pfc. Howard Squires, 
Pvt. Milton Stern, Pvt. Robert E. Wertheim, and myself. 

120 This old school chum ,ru Apes BernsteiJl IJeiJl. Jessie ud she had aone to school 
to&ether iJl,Dubllil. Connrsation Tith Mota Buttaict. Februvy 1991. 
121 .,_. BJooa. FMd/141 Alrh Gn,r, - a auuascripl of naiA~nCN coapi.* 
in November 19.U. Bloom Collection, Alllericu Je,risb Archives, Bo1 13, file Folder <f, 
p. 168. j 
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To make the weekend complete, l met Bob Hope. Francis 
Langford, Jerry Colonna, and Anthony Romano at tbe U.S.O. where they 
put on a show for the boys.122 

On September 21. 1942, fifty young men attended Yom K.ippur services and 

arrangements were made for a communal break-fast. The Day of Atonement 

was particularly solemn that year in Fairbanks. Thoughts and prayers were 

intensified by the servicemens· separation from home and family. Jessie 

remembered they discovered a "prayer for the folks at home" in the Prayer 

Book, and always read it during services . 

. . . we hit on a system of using that particular prayer to the best 
advantage. We never bad a service or gathering of any kind, that we 
did not find some time to read that prayer, and .we always ~anaged to 
give the honor of reading that prayer to the one whom we fell was the 
most homesick. It really worked . .. as a morale builder.123 

At the rear of their house on 3rd Avenue, the Blooms had a small 

apartment built on in 1921-22. Jessie always called this the Playroom 

Apartment and the Blooms rented it to a tall Jewish lad from Cleveland. 

They called him ''sil foot three." because be was quite proud or his height 

and careful that no one measured him shorter. "Sil foot three" rented the 

apartment with the understanding that be, 

122 Uo.ideotified Cln-elud ne,rspaper. no date. Bloom Collection. American Jewish 
Archn-es. Box 10, File Folder 16. Other Je,,ilh G.I .s ,rho ,rroto iJl appn,ciation of the 
Blooms or ate cited in documents ate: Henry Esch••••• Bloom Collection, University of 
AJasb Arch.ins. Box 5. File Folder -46; Robert Siaoa, Bloom Collection. Uan-ersity of 
A1asta Archives, 1960-1969 Correspondence rate; ud Charles P. Charney. University of 
A1asta Archives. l 972-1973 Corres,ondeace file. 
12S ~ Blooa, ,Mdial A.Jab Gnr- a JD&AUICript of remiAiscenc" com9leted 
iA November 1951. Bloom Collection, American jnilb Archives, Bos 13. File Folder of, 
p. 169. 



would be wi.llina to share It With any G.I. who happened to be passing 
through. and to whom the privilege of spending a night in town was 
helpful. 

He stuck to his share of the bargain. Many a morning. we would 
Jook out through the window. as we were eating breakfast. see several 
G.Is coming out of our back porch. How be ever managed to 
accommodate so many has always been a mystery to us. But as be 
told us, they bring their own bed rolls. and are willing to sleep on the 
floor, just to be in town, and be away from the Army for a change.12~ 

"Sil foot three" had a fair knowledge of Hebrew and assisted Bloom at 

services.125 

On March 21. 1943. the Blooms hosted a Purim party. That party was 

the first event to which Jewish young women came. There were two. Sue 

who worked for the Signal Corps and Natalie, from the North West 

Command.126 Actually, Natalie came with Hal, a young man she met the 

night before at a U.S.O. dance. Jessie and some of the boys put on a Purim 

stit. which did not ao over well. but the even.ina was a welcomed diversion 

for the thirty-five who attended. 

Blooa Officiated at Pairbants Yeddilllt 

In another respect, the Purim party was a smashing suc:x:ess. Seven 

months later. Natalie and HaJ were married by Civilian Chaplain Bloom in 

Fairbanks. According to Jessie: 

There bad.been a Chuppah 127 performed in Fairbanks in 1910, and 
Bob assisted at that one. It was the Chuppab of Pauline Woolfe and 

12◄ Ibid., p. 170. 
12~ Ibid., p. 171. 
126 Ibid .. p. tn. Sue ,ras from Clenluld, ud Natalie froa Yuhin&toA, D.C. 
127 The chu9pah or •ecldiA1 cuo9y, u1uler •hich &he bridal cou9l• ii mattied. ii 
supported by four polet Ybicb are held by four Maben of lhe Yeddiill party. The 
cbuppah is symbolic of the future home of the Yedded couple. 
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Lipman Simson. both members of pioneer Alaskan families. (The 
first casualty of the War. to an Alaskan boy, was the son of that 
marriage). Bob was very impressed with that ceremony. and when it 
was over, asked if he might have the Chuppah cloth, which Mrs. 
Woolfe let him have.128 

Under that very Chuppah. Bloom performed the wedding ceremony 

for Natalie and Hal. It was a fine and sunny October morr g, a bit chilly, 

about ten below zero. but "who minds that in Fairbanks, especially on your 

wedding day?"l29 

The Chuppa.b went off well, there must have been over a 
hundred present. "Sil foot three·· let us have his apartment, for the 
girls to use as a cloakroom, and also we stayed there with Natalie, 
until it was time for us to walk into the front room. . . . The four 
Jewish women in town, were with Natalie as she marched to the 
Cbuppah and all her friends were assembled in the front room, 
waiting. Every Jewish G.I. who could get off that day was there, and 
all the officer, .... 

We had a very nice lunch following the ceremony. The J.W.B. 
wine came in very useful, they did send in a very fine brand, and the 
Gentile guests were loud in praises of it, as they could not get such 
nice wine in the local liquor stores.130 

Soon after the wedding, a Jewish young man. who wanted to marry a 

Gentile young woman, asked Bloom if be would do the ceremony. Bloom, 

however, told them he "had no jurisdiction to do that."131 

Bloom did perform one more wedding in October 19◄3. 132 Bert, the 

groom, worked for the Civilian Aeronautics Administration (C.A.A.) in 

123 ,Jessie Bloom, ,M&/Ji.a1 A.Jub Oror- -- a manuscript of reminiscences completed 
iJl November 1951. Bloom Collection, American jffis.b Arch.ivtt, Bo113, File Folder 4, 
p. 134. 
129 Ibid., p. ts,. 
UO Ibid .. p. 186. Na&alie aad Bal moved to Chica,o. had t.Yo children, &Ad kept up 
reautu correspondence Yi&h the Blooms. 
UI Ibid .• p. 187. 
U2 Ibid., p. 187. 



Fairbanks. Helen, the bride, flew in from Los Angeles. Robert and Jessie 

were given only three days notice, but managed to assemble a congregation 

of some thirty G.l.s.133 

The Blooms continued to provide a Jewish environment for the G.I.s 

and the men took full advantage of the opportunity. Seventy attended the 

April J 943 Passover Seder. u1 Rabbi Philip Bernstein, then a Military 

Chaplain, remembered that Passover and the Blooms: 

The Blooms might have remained unknown but for World War 
II. Suddenly vast numbers of G.l.s descended on Alaska and the 
Aleutians. Fairbanks was headquarters for the Air Command. 
Hundreds. probably thousands, of Jews were among them. The Blooms 
became their parents, their friends, their oounsellors, their chaplain.s. 
until, and even after. the Jewish chaplains arrived. Innumerable 
Jewish G.I.s turned to them for friendship, for a Joan, for Jewish 
oooking. When I was in Alaska fot Passover 1943, I found that Jessie 
Bloom was herself chopping up what seemed to be tons of gefilte fish 
for the military sedorim (seders).135 

To quantify just how much food the Blooms prepared and served for the 

19◄◄ Passover seder. there is this letter from the "Office Of The Chaplain," 

Seatt.Je, Washington. 

133 Jessie ,rrote, HWhile this YU a nice ceremony, it ,ras not quite so eicitina as that of 
Natalie aad Bal. We still hNt' from Bert aad Helen, they nOY have nro children aad a.re 
liYUll iJl Los An1eJes ... ." 
134 Ibid .• p. 173. 
135 Philip S. B.rmteiA, "To The Editor: About Jn-s iA Alalb." TJJ, CD111nss ,,_kl,. 
Vol. 2'. No. ta. November Z-f. 19'8. Bernice Bloolllfietd C.Ollectio.n, A1lchon,e Mu,eum or 
llillory aad Art Library, 8n B. File Folder 18. 
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21 March 19◄◄ 
Dear Mr. Bloom: 

I know you will be glad to hear that the Passover supplies are 
well on their way to you. You personally will receive 10 cases of wine, 
120 bottles or 2◄ gallons. ln addition, the Post Chaplain will receive ◄ 
cartons of Matzohs or 72 pounds and three cases of wine. So you 
should be amply supplied for the Passover Seder. 

You will be happy to hear that Rabbi Philip Bernstein, e1ecutive 
director of the Religious Committee of the Jewish Welfare Board may 
be able to visit your city for the Seder and spend a few days there. He 
knows of the wonderful interest you have taken in our men and how 
you carried on in spite of many handicaps. My two short visits to 
Pairbanks have made my admiration for you grow and I know you do 
not desire any praise . ... 

Cordially, 
Edward T. Sandrow 
Chaplain Ats Dept, Asst.136 

Two months later Bloom received another letter acknowledging his donations 

of time and resources to the servicemen. This one was from the National 

Jewish Welfare Board and concluded by saying, 

Because of your noteworthy service and the high regard in which you 
are held, it is my pleasure to appoint you,to membership in the 
National Army and Navy Committee of the Jewish Welfare Board. I 
hope you will accept. You will be in lhe oompany of a group of 
distinguished American citizens who have rendered an outstanding 
service in the war emergency. 

Sincerely yours, 
Frank L. Weil 137 

The ne1t September. more than one hundred G.l.s attended Rosh 

Hasbanah ,ervioes held at the Odc1f ellows Hall, r ollowed by a dinner at the 

I 16 Cbap1ai.o SandroY letter to Robert Bloom, March 21, 19ff. Bloom Collection. 
Aaericu ,Jffish ArchiTes. Bo1 1. rile Folder 1. 
U7 Frut Weil leUer to Robert Blooa, May 10, J9ff. Bloom Collection, American 
jffilh Archiffl, Bos 6, File Folder 6. 



Episcopal Parish Hall.133 "Sil foot three" hosted five soldiers in the Playroom 

Apartment over Rosh Hashanab.. All of them tooJc their meals with the 

Blooms and appreciated Jessie's "made to order" eggs. 

Pairbant1' Pir1t Circuaci1ion 

In late September 1944, Chaplain Rosenberg conducted the High Holy 

Days services in Fairban.ks.139 Al that time. there was a young Jewish oouple 

which worked with the Construction Company, and e1pected to give birth in 

October. They asked the Chaplain if they would need a Mohel140 for the 

circumcisionl◄ t of a baby boy. The Chaplain told them that a Mohel was not 

absolutely necessary, and that any Jewish doctor at the Field Hospital could 

perform the procedure. Bob. however disagreed, and offered to send for a 

Mobel from Edmonton, so that the ceremony would adhere to Orthodox 

guidelines. This squabble amused Jessie who wrote, "no oommunity is 

complete without one."142 She continued: 

The baby was a boy, and the Jewish doctor at the Field came to 
tbe Town hospital and performed the ceremony. Bob gave Ed, one of 
our boys, the prayer book so that he could read the prayers. As this 
was the first baby boy to be brised (circumcised) in Fairbanks, the 
newspapers made quite a to do about it. 

It is interesting, all the same, to note how these things can 
beoome factional. Quite a few ol the boys came to the house, boys that 

l 33 Jeai• Bloom, ,a«lli.al ~ Gnr -- a a&Duscript of Naililiscenc•• completed 
iil NOTomber 1951..Bloom C.Ollection. A.mericu jffish Archive,, Bo113, File Folder '4. 
p. 182. 
139 Ibid., p . 197. 
140 The Mobol is tho circuJDcisor Ybo bas beo.n ln.inod to safety perform the 
circumcision accordiAa to ,Je,,ish 1aYS ud tnditio.ns. 
I◄ I The con.aut of circum.cisio.n (brit. milah or bris milah) YU coJIUIWlded of 
Abrahaa ud all his male descende.nts. See, GeJlesis 17:9-12. 
142 Jnai• Bloom, ,Mdluv A1Ma Gnr-- a ID&DUtcript of NaililisceACH completed 
i.D NOTeaber 1951. Bloom C.Ollectio.n, American jffish Archins. Bo1 13, File Folder ◄. .. 
p. 198. 
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had been invited to the bris. sayina that lbey did not wish to ao. since 
Bob did not think it was right. I had never realiled that be had so 
much influence wilb them. 1◄3 

On Tuesday August 1-t, 1945, the Northern Commercial Company's 

whistle sounded to announce that Japan had surrendered. Gradually, the 

Jewish G.I. population in Fairbants declined as servicemen returned to their 

homes and families. The next Passover Seder, in April 1946, was much 

smaller. 

We had twenty at the Seder .. . and heJd it at our home. Before 
sitting down to the Seder, we had the boys davin ma'ariv (evening 
prayers). Some of the boys wanted to say t::addish. The Seder was 
just like a home seder. We sat a one tabJe and Bob sat at the head. 
with his pillow on his chair for reclining. The youngest G.l .. a Jad of 
nineteen. asked the four questions. We were at the part where you 
open the door for Elijah. when the doorbell rang. We opened the door 
and found it wu the Chaplain, who had heard about our Seder and 
wondered if he could join us. We welcomed him in. and lbough he 
was the onJy Gentile at the gathering, we went on in our usual 
traditional fashion . 

. . . after the .. . meal, Bob asked "Would any of you boys like to 
speak?" One G.I . rose and said, ·Tm not Orthodox. But gee, it is good 
to know one can look forward to something Ute this. My Dad told me 
to be sure to get in touch with our people when I came overseas. At 
the best of times, the Army gets very monotonous . ... So to know 
that one can attend a Seder like this was a great treat and something 
to look forward to."l+f 

1◄3 Ibid., p. 198. 
t+f Ibid., p. ZO,. 

1◄8 
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.)ea1ie Corre1poaded With Mothers ol G.l.1 

Jessie corresponded with several mothers of Jewish G.l.s. The letters Jessie 

received in return. were filled with gratitude and information on how the 

war effort affected daily life Outside. One such letter to Jessie, read: 

Bruder Dairy Products Co. 
10708 Superior Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 

March 17. 19◄3 
My dear Mrs.. Bloom: 

I've really meant to answer your letter before this. but I have 
been terribly busy at the office. What with practically everything 
rationed now. it's quite a headache for the office . . .. 

Mrs. Bloom. I don 't think you could have paid me a nicer 
compliment than you did, when you said that you think Adolphe is 
very much like your Bob was when he va.s younger. That's the 
sweetest thing you could have told me, and I love you for it. I'm so 
glad that you see Adolphe occasionally and that he's feeling alright 
and looking well . ... 

Sincerely yours, 
Bea Fo11-t5 

By 1948, there were very few G.l.s stationed at Ladd Field, but the 

Blooms hosted a Seder for ten. Three weeks later, on May 14. 19-t8. the 

State of Israel declared its independence and set up a provisional 

1overnment. Robert and Jessie fell the Jews in Fairbanks should 

commemorate the long held dream o! Jews to resetUe in the land ol Zion. 

That evening, we arranged for our own thanksgivina service at the 
Chapel at the Field. We only had nine present. but we manaaed to put 
on a pleasing ceremony, at which we sana Batikvah. Theo we gave 

145 BNfos lea.er to ,Jellie Bloom. Marc.b 17. 1943. BlooJll Collection. Aaericaa Jwisb 
Archmis, 8n 4, file Folder 2, op. cit 



the format information to the local paper, and they considered it 
worthy of the front page. So on the front page of the Fairbanks Daily 
News-Miner there is the item of bow we also, bailed the birth of our 
nation. or perhaps we should say "rebirth." 1 ◄6 

jewilb Burial• in Pairbant1 

Clay Street Cemetery is the final resting place for many souls in 

Fairbanks.• 47 Aax>rding to cemetery records and death certificates. only six 

of those souls are buried in the Jewish section. 1 ◄3 Of the thirty-eight men 

who were charter members of Bikur Cholim. onJy one is buried in the Oay 

Street Cemetery. His name is David Hurvit.z. He died of heart disease. July 

15, J 920. His headstone reads: 

"David Hurvitz, Born in Kovno. Russia. Died in Fairbanks. 
July 15. 1920. Age 57 years." 

Hurvitz left no surviving spouse, descendents. parents. or personal property. 

He did bave a sister who lived in Chicago. Hurvitz's headstone was written 

half in Hebrew. as was one other: 

"Mrs. Anna Marks 
Died Oct. 29, 1915. Aged 3◄ Yrs." 

Two simple. flat markers identify the graves of: 

'Thomas Robin. Age 67 Yrs. Died 9/1/23. Jewish." 

"Lena Ferguson. Born ? Died ? Jewish." 

1◄6 Jnli• Bloom, ,MdliAI A1Mb Gror -- a maauscript of NIIWl.iJctncff completed 
ill No..-ember 19'1. Bloom Collectio.o, American Je,,ish Archives. Box 13. File folder of, p. 
217. 
1◄7 The first burial i.o Faitbao.ts' C1ayS'"9tC..metery Y1S ill Au,ust 1903. The first 
Je,rish burial of record"' 191,. The land, aJthouah u,ed as a cemetery, did not belona 
to the city until 1919. 
1 ◄& All illfonu&.ion concemin1 Clay Street Cemetery and the deceuecf 1Yilll therein 
,,., ,.uieNd from Ml. fann Ericbon of Fairbaab. 



Records show Robin was born February 15, 1856. in Romania. Apparently , 

be was a tailor by trade. The records on Ferguson reveal no date of birth, 

but specify July 2, 195◄ as her date of death. She was married to Harold 

Ferguson. who died several months before her. There is no record of his 

burial. Her maiden name was Wishengrad and she one of eight children, 

three brothers and four sisters survived her. 

Neither of the last two headstones has Hebrew script or a religious 

identification. They mark the graves ol: 

"Gussie Beckman 1882- 1939" 

.. Mrs. Julia Warren Died June 22. 1929 Aged 53 Yrs .. 

According to .)essie·s diary, on May 9, l 950, Bloom assisted in the 

funeral service of a Jewish woman. 149 She came to Fairbanks in 19◄5. was 

married to a Gentile, and subsequently djed in her late focties. Although 

Jessie did not mention the woman's name, the Blooms were fond of her. 

She ... worked in one the Dry Goods Stores, it wu during the 
time that the Russians were buying up the town, and as she could 
speak Russian. her services were in great demand by the Storekeeper. 
She told us that she was receiving more wages in her position. . . . than 
she had received in all the years she had been working in the States. 

The Services were held under the auspices of the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, of which she and her husband were members. The 
floral offerings were so plentiful, that we calculated at leut five 
hundred dollars must have been spent. . . . That sum sounds fantastic, 
but when it is realized that the flowers are all flown in from the 
States. it is not so straoae. 

Bob gave a short history d her life. 1s far 1s we knew it, and he 
emphasized her desire to be id~tified with the members of her race. 
When the boys (military) were coming to (our) house, she always did 

149 ,Jnli• Blooa. Faldlilll AJMb Gn,r, - a auuscript of naiAitceacN complea.d 
iA Nnember 19'1. Blooa Collection. Aaericu ,Jffisb ArchiYes, BoK 13, File folder ◄. 
p.223. 
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her best to help entertain them - - never too tired to help with the 
preparation of the meals, or the serving, or even the dishwasbing. 
There was a large aowd at the funeral, and the store in which she 
worked was closed ... out of respect to her memory. As she had no 
member of her family in the town. we represented her family, and 
went along with the husband in the main carriage. She was buried in 
the Fraternal Order of Eagles Plot, since none of her relatives 
expressed any prefere·nce as to where she should be buried, and the 
husband wished to have her buried among the "Eagles." Her death 
was very sudden and we could find no instructions about her burial 
among her papers. 

During the five years she was in Fairbanks, she never missed 
coming to Bob with a donation, before the High Holidays, and asking 
Bob to mention her parents names when he was saying 'Yiz.kor."150 

Tzedatall 

Tzedakah was very important to Robert and Jessie. Tzedakah, loosely 

defined, is equated with justice, truth, kindness, ethical conduct, help, and 

deliverance. It is applied most often to the relief of the impoverished and 

sick. As evidenced by this chapter, the Blooms generously gave of 

themselves and of their resources. They fed G.l.s and opened their house to 

any G.I. in need of warmth and care. This desire to help others was a direct 

result oC their .}evish upbringing. As leaders in the Fairbanks Jewish 

community, they were often in the p01ition of soliciting donations from 

others. But they did not ask anyone to donate before they themselves 

donated. 

The Blooms atvays made tzedakah part of the Passover Seders. In 

1942 those who attended made a donation to the Jewish Consumptives' 

Relief Society. In 19.f .f, the Seder participants donated to the United Jewish 

150 Ibid., pp. 223,-224. Yiztor (may God remember) is the meJDoria! ,ervice prayed on 
Yom (ippur. &he •iab&h day of Succot, th• Jaa day of Pla,yer, ud &he •c:oJld day of 
Sh.&Yuol Yiitor co ... aora&es &he memories of dead frie.nds ud re.lauffs, ud jffish 
belief iA spiritual life. 
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Appeal. Some, although certainly not all, of the Blooms· tzedakab recipients 

included: The Ezrath Nashim Mental Hospital in Jerusalem. The Weizmann 

Institute of Science in Israel, American Womens Voluntary Services,t5t and 

Saint Joseph ·s Hospital in Fairbanks.152 

After a long and full life in Fairbanks, the Blooms bought a house on 

Puget Sound in Seattle, in 1950. They lived there for more than twenty 

years. Bob died on April 3. 197◄. In addition to all that has been related 

above. be was the last surviving member of both Igloo Number 4, Pioneers 

of Alaska,153 and the Board of Trustees which opened the Alaska College in 

1922.15,. Bloom was a thirty-seoond degree Mason and Past Master of 

Tanana Lodge 162 in 1918.155 

Jessie Spiro Bloom not only wrote wonderful reminiscences. but was 

quite politically active. She wrote to at least a dozen U.S. Senators e:ipressing 

her opposition to the Viet Nam War, and to Alaska's Senator Gruening156 in 

support of his anti-Viet Nam position.157 She was also concerned about the 

destruction of Alaska's natural beauty and firmly opposed to oil e:iploration 

151 Jessie worked with a 1reat deal of dedication for the A.1'.V.S. 
152 Bloom CollectioA, Aaericu Je,rish Archins, Bo:r 1. File Fotder 8; Bo1 <f. File Folder 
20: Bo1 8. File Folder 12: aod Bo1 10. File Folder 16. Bloom Collection, University of 
AJasta Archives. Bo1 2. File Folder 9. 
153 •PiooNr Merchui, 101d miner. Robert L. Bloom diH at 95. • Fair/Ju.ks Pt,iJy N,~ 
Mill•r. April 197-f, p. 3. 
15-4 Robert I'. BiattteUer to Jessie Bloom. April~. l97·t Bloom Collectioa, Amerku 
Je,rish Archives. Bo1 11. File Folder 11 . 
15' Bloom Collection. UniTersity of AJasta Archives. Bo1 2. File Folden 11. 16; aod Bo1 
3. File Folder 20. op. cit. 
156 Irnest.GrueniD1 YU born February 6. 1887 iJl Hn Yort City. N.Y. He YU Je,rish 
aod..., &O'f'eroor or A1asta l 93~ 1953. 14 aolicipatioa or statehood. he was elected one 
of the two US. Senator froa AJub U956). 
157 Bloom Coll1ctioa. American Je,rish Archives. Bo1 <f, file Folder 7. ud Bo16. File 
Folder 12, op. cit. 
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and development. Jessie died November 22, 1980. Both of them are buried 

at Bikur Cholim-MachZikay Hadath Cemetery in Seattle. 
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CBAPTD PIV! J 

SUJDIAltT Of EACH ftEaDIWG CJl.lPID -- um UP•Am Of JU)IEAU. 
ilCBOU.GE. AD FAIDA.HS 

Chapter One Suaaary 

"Alaska" in lbe language of the Aleut Indians means "Great Land." 

That it certainly is. Alaska is more than 2.2 times the area of Tens. the 

largest state in the Union. She is larger than the 13 original states and 
• measures over 2,000 miles in length and 1.400 miles in breadth. 

Until the early eighteenth century, the North Pacific was the least 

known area of the world. It was the Russians who sought to discover what 

lay beyond Siberia. Peter the Great (1696-1725) appointed a Danish 

e1plorer, Vitus Bering to lead the e1pedltion. Under Bering, tvo su~ssiVe 

Kamchatka Expeditions were oommissioned. The first, began in 1725, and 

was unsuccessf ut. The seoond set sail in June 17 41 an~ discovered the 

western coast of Alaska. 

There is circumstantial evidence pointing to je'tfisb involvement in 

Bering's discovery. A Russian Jew named Sol Ripinsty, while at Sitka in 

1885, met a Greek Orthodm Priest who claimed be wu hatf Jewish. The . 
Priest said, "my name is Moses Salamatop and I am the Greek priest at Unga. 

One of my forefathers came to Alaska in one of the ships with Vitus Bering 

in the capacity oC an olfic:er, and there were several more Jews in the same 

e1pedition." 

In the ha1f century after its discovery, Russian fur traders 

sy~atically e1pl0iled the A1eut18n I stand Chain. However, as the 
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operating distant from lamchatka increased, the costs of business drove out 

smaller operators. By 1no, a f.ew large companies dominated the Aleutian 

fur trade. In 1799. the Russian-American Company, was granted a lease to 

harvest fur seals. The Russian-American Company signed three successive 

leases with t.be Russian Government. and acquired e1clusive commercial 

rights until 1867. 

There wu a Jewish role in the economic development and purchase cl 

Alaska. Louis Cddstooe, who worked for a San Francisco fur house, 

acquired information that the Russian-American Company had financial 

difficulties and that the Russian Government was ready to sell the territory. 

Russian A.laska was transformed into American Alaska on October 18. 

1867. Benjamin Levi. a young Jewish soldier, raised the stars and stripes 

over the 1arrison at Sitka. 

Chapter TYO S■■■ar, 

In August 1870, the Alaska Commercial Company won a twenty year 

Jeue to harvest fur-bearing animals. How the Alaska Commercial Company 

came into being is difficult to summarize. Suffi~ it to say. the seven men 

who formed the company received a helping hand from "lady luck" in their 

acquaintances and nesotiation1. a particular interest is the fact that four rl 

the origjnal ,even partners were Jews. These men were: Louis Stoss, Lewis 

Gerstle, August Wu.rm.an, and Leopold Boscovitt. 

Some written aa:ounts of Jewish Pioneers in Aluka were not 

favorable. Tate for instance the 1868 djary ol Emil Teichmann. Teichmann 

wrote that tbe jewiJh traden in Sitka "carried on a more or less illicit trade 

with t.be IOldien and Indians." Although his desaiption rl the Jews vu not . 

nattering, be did indicate Sitka wu full ol unsavory characters from all 

156 



backgrounds. Teichmann also wrote d Jews who gathered for Sabbath 

worship and d his surprise to witness such a oongregation. 

Many ,Jews were in business in Alaska. This is evidenced by the large 

number d Jewish merchant advertisements in: The Sil.kl Times; The AJ11sk11 

lknld: and TM AJ1sk1 Times 

jn,isb Pioneers in the seamd half ol the nineteenth century were not 

able to sucx:ftSfully organize a Jewish oommunity. The primary problem was 

a lack d jews. There is documentation. however, that Jews did gather to 

celebrate festivals and special occasions. For example, in the San Francisco 

newspaper. TMHebreJY, Mr. L. Caplan. a resident of Sitka, reported that 

fourteen Jews celebrated a Passover Seder in 1869. 

Documentation existed for two Jewish settlers, Alfred Greenbaum and 

Rudolph Neumann. who worked for the Alaska Commercial Company. Ample 

,ource material was available on SoJ lUpinsky who came to Alaska in 188-4 to 

teach at a local school. Ripinsky earned quite a name for himself, and has a 

mountain named after him in the Saint Eliu Range. 

Qapter Tkee Suaaary 

Alaska's first gold strike occurred in 188~ at Juneau. The first Jewish 

residents in Juneau were Robert Goldstein and bis son Charles, who arrived 

in 1114/5. Goldstein was the first fur trader in Juneau. Robert and Anna 

Goldstem raised eight children, many d whom became very important 

citizeas d Juneau. 

The lloodike Gold Rush commenced in J 898. Prospectors and miners 

were attr&1ed from all over the world to Dawson, Yukon Territory. In 1898, 

Clmles lmeoer, a young Jewish merdwlt, wrote to his family in San 

Prmcita> about the first Jewish services held at Dawson. Robert Bloom, lai.r 



of Fairbanks, also attended those Yom Kippur services. Bloom claims to have 

officiated at the first Jewish burial there, in 1902. Tbe Hebrew Congregation 

of Dawson organized in October 1902. In 1901, 163 Jews lived in Dawson, 

but soon, many left for Nome and for Fairbanks. 

Thousands flocked to the golden sands of Nome beginning in 1899. 

Many Jewish merchants arrived, numbering at least thirty-five in the 1903 

Alaslca-Yuton business directory. The names of some of Nome's Jewish 

residents were: Abramslcy, Bayles, James W. Bursic.k, ~plln, J, M. Davidson, 

Goldberg, Goodfriend, Greenberg, Grumbaum, M11 R. Hirschberg, Lazarus, 

Levin, Levy, Liebes, Lipman, Albert J. Lowe, Lustig, Otto S. Moses, Polsky, 

Rose, Roth, Moses Rosenaanz, Rosenfeld, Rubenstein, Rubin, Samuels, Segal, 

Leo Seidenverg, Abraham Simpson, W. A. Sternberg, and Bernard Stone. 

Alaska's first Jewish organization was established in Nome in 190 l . The 

Nome Hebrew Benevolent Society oonsisted of silty charter members. The 

congregation bad a Torah scroll and asked Sam Bayles to serve as cantor for 

the High Holy Days. 

The last significant gold rush was in the Tanana River Valley. PeliI 

Pedro found gold, north of present day Fairbanks, in I 902. The town was 

incorporated in I 903. Many Jews came to Fairbanks for the gold rush, 

though most left ror the gold fields of Ruby in 1907 and lditarod in 1910. 

From the gold fields, they traveled south to Anchorage, in anticipation of 

economic opportunities at the new construction camp for the Alaska 

Railroad. 

Today, Anchorage is the largest city in Alaska, and possesses the 

largest Jewish population, estimated to be 2,000. When in April of 1915, 

President Wilton announced the government would usume responsibility ... 

for building the Aluka railroad, people swarmed from all over the territory. 
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From the very beginning, Jews played a major role in city politics and 

philanthropy. jewisb names and businesses were prominent in the local 

newspapers. Three Jews of particular distinction were: Leopold David, 

Anchorage's first mayor; Isidore Bayles, president of the Ancborqe .Daily 

Times; and Zachary j. Loussac, the city's most outstanding philanthropist. 

Chapter Pour 

In 1903. Robert Bloom traveled by dog sled from Dawson to the 

Fairbanks mioiog district. In 1904, he opened a hardware store on Front 

Street and was in business there until 1942. Bloom was instrumental in the 

Jewish life of Fairbaus. On the second day of Rosh Hashanah 5669, 

September 27, 1908, thirty-eight men gathered and became charter 

members of Cbevra Bilcur Cholim. They held services for the High Holy Days 

that year. Bloom had a Torah scroll which be had brought with him via 

Dawson. 

In 1912. Bloom returned to Dublin to marry Jessie Spiro, his second 

cousin. They arrived in Fairbanks mid-summer 1912. By that time, there 

were few Jews left in Fairbanks. Most of them bad left for newer gold fields, 

such as Ruby and lditarod. There were no regular worship services from 

1912 until 1939, when.Jewish G.l.s began arriving in Fairbanks. 

Robert Bloom was involved, at least indirectly, in most of the 

important issues of his day. In Bloom's store, Judge Wickersham discussed 

ertendina the railroad north to Fairbanks. Wickersham was able to get a bill 

through Congress in 191 <t. Wickersham talked with local residents about 

opening up a Land Grant Colleae in Fairbanks. Bloom was a staunch 

supporter and served on the first Board of Regents for the Alaska 
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Agricultural College and School of Mines. He also was involved in early 

aviation and agriculture in the Interior. 

The Bloom's raised four daughters in Fairbanks. To ensure a Jewish 

environment for them, Jessie traveled with the girls to Dublin staying there 

from 1928-1937. As a matter of Jewish significance, it must be recognized 

that all four of Jessie and Robert's daughters married Jews. Most Jewish 

pioneers in Alaska did not find Jewish spouses and thus intermarried. Tbe 

fact that-the Blooms' daughters looked for Jewish spouses is a testimonial to 

their family and the strength of their Jewish identity. 

Jessie was a suffragette, both in her early years, and in Fairbanks. In 

I 9 I 8, she opened the first Kindergarten in Fairbanks, and in 1925 she was 

the territory's first Girl Scout Troop leader. 

During the Second World War, the Blooms opened their home to all 

Jewish personnel in the Interior. Robert Bloom served as Civilian Chaplain 

beginning in the winter of 19.f l/42. The Blooms' hospitality became 

legendary among the Jewish servicemen. Robert and Jessie treated the boys 

like family and hosted them for Shabbat, holidays, and f estivaJs. Bloom 

officiated at two weddings in 19◄3. In 1950, he assisted in the burial of a 

Jewish woman at the Clay Street Cemetery. 

After a long and full life in Fairbanks, the Blooms bought a house on 

Puget Sound in SeatUe, in 1950. They lived there for more than twenty 

years, but made many summer trips to Fairbanks. Bob died on April 3. 

197 ◄. Jessie died November 22, 1980. Both of them are buried at Bikur 

Cholim-Machzikay Badath Cemetery in SeatUe. 
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Juneau 

Today, Jews in Juneau ~e organized as the Juneau Jewish Community 

(J.J.CJ As of June 1990, they had a local membership of fifty-five. Members 

run a wide variety of programs. including Shabbat Pot Luck Dinners, a bi

weekly Religious School, Israeli Folk Dancing, and Festival celebrations. The 

congregation is especially involved in t.zedakab. The second Thursday of 

each month, J.j.C. serves dinner at The Glory Hole. a local soup kitchen. ].J.C. 

is also working to raise funds for Operation Exodus. a special United Jewish 

Appeal Campaign to underwrite new Soviet immigrants to Israel. 

The congregation makes yearly arrangements for a rabbi to lead High 

HoJy Day services. In the last couple oC summers. j.J,C. has brought in a 

~ dent rabbi for one week to run a day camp, facilitate educational 

programs, lead services, and serve as a resource person. j.J.C. offers Jews in 

Southeast Alaska a caring and supportive Jewish community. 

Aildlorqe 

Congregation Beth Shalom, in Anchorage, was organited in 1958 with 

twenty people. It built a beautiful synagogue in 1988 and now has a 

membership of 165 families. It is a full service congregation led by Rabbi 

Harry L. Rosenfeld vho arrived in 1984. Congregation Beth Shalom holds 

Shabbat services on Priday evenings and Saturday mornings. It has a sizable 

religious school of 101 pupils, a youth group of fifteen, and runs a summer 

day camp. 

Beth Shalom is actively engaged in tzedakah. The congregation helps 

provide undersarments for impoverished Anchorage residents. is raising 

f uods to adopt Romanian orpham, and is deeply involved with Operation 

Elodus -- to date raising close to one million dollars. Moreover, the Jewish 
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community has resetUed siJ Soviet Jewish families in Anchorage. The 

Anchorage Jewish community bas an active Hadassah Chapter of forty, and 

works closely with A.I.P.A.C. (American Israel Political Action Committee) 

and the Alaska Council of Soviet Jewry. 

Pairbaat1 

The Jewish Community in Fairbanks was largely military until the 

suspension of the draft in the early l 970s. As the military population 

decreased. visits from the Jewish Chaplain grew more infrequent and then 

stopped. At the same time, civilians, Jews among them, came to the Tanana 

Valley during the oil boom of the 1970s. Lacking a chaplain, members of the 

Jewish community led services and operated a religious school. Services 

were. and still are, held at the Main Post Chapel on Fort Wainwright. 

Members of the community provide lay leadership, The Religious School 

began in the early 1960s, under the tutelage of Chaplain Seymour Gittin. 

The Religious School has been operating for almost thirty years, thanks to 

the de<Ucation of community members. 

In 1980, members of the community organized as the Jewish 

Congregation of Fairbants (J.C.F.). Friday night Shabbat services were held 

on a monthly basis until 1985. now they are held weekly. Congregants 

gather to celebrate festivals and lire cycle events. There is an active 

Hadassah chapter, organized in 1986, which sponsors the Community 

Passover Seder. Seder participants number nearly one hundred tventy-five. 

In 1989, J.C.P. brouaht up to Fairbanks its first resident rabbi. 

Matthew j. Eisenbera. a fourth year rabbinical student from th.e Hebrew 

Union C.ollege-jewish Institute ol Religion in Cincinnati, served J.c.F. during 

the summers of 1989 and 1990. At leut twenty-five members of the Jewish 
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community warmly welcomed tbe Bisenberas at the airport. Eisenberg 

officiated at Shabbat services, planned f amity and adult education programs, 

tutored bar and bat mitzvah students, and directed Camp KiTov -- Fairbanks' 

first Day Camp. 

During the summer ol 1989, there was a triple b'nai mitzVah (Sam, 

Jake, and Rachel Griswold) and another bar mitzvah (Jordan Koko). Camp 

Kitov operated for one week and attracted 25 elementary school aged 

campers. At week's end, campers and families participated in a Sbabbat 

Camp Out at Glass Park. Teen aged youth and adults helped plan programs 

and provided a quality camping e1perience. 

The summer of 1990 saw Camp tiTov grow to 37 campers. Campers 

engaged in a large variety of activites, which included singing and dancing 

for local residents of a nursing home. J.C.F./Camp KiTov entered its first ever 

float in tbe Fairbanks Golden Days Parade. The Camp Out was e1tended from 

one night to an entire weekend and was held at Denali National Park, two 

hundred miles south of Fairbanks. On Saturday evenings. during botb 

summers, j.C.F. members went to the Eisenbergs' for HavdaJah.l 

The Jewish Congregation of Fairbanks membership list numbered 

ninety one as of July, 1990. j.C.P. is in the process of bringing up another 

student rabbi for the summer of 1991. Tbe Congregation fills an important 

need for Jews of the Interior, that ci 11thering with other Jews. The Jewish 

Congregation of Fairbanks is a firm lint in tbe Alaskan Jewish chain of 

tradition which beaan as Chevra Bi.tur Cbolim in September oC 1908. 

BaTdalab (di.lwlcticu1) 8W"b &h• •ad of tit• Shabbat, just u Uddiab bel,io.s &he 
Shabbat. BaTdlJah is a short cereaoay or••• •hicb coasiJ&I or four b.aedicuoas: 
o..-.r ,riJle, spica, lil,bt. ud th• clilti.Dctioa betnea acred ud ordiaary time. 
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APPHNDII A 

AddjtionaJ inf'oraatioa on LOUIS SLOSS and LOUIS GERSTLE. 
Alaata Coaaercial Coapany correspondence of interest. 

LOUIS SLOSS 

Mr. Sloss was born in Bavaria. on July 13. 1823.1 Tbe youngest of a 

family of five children. be bad two brothers and three sisters, and was 

orphaned early in bis life. His father died when he was four. and his mother 

passed away when he was but ten years old.2 In spite of the restrictive laws 

against the Jews in Bavaria, the Sloss family found a good grammar school 

for their children to attend.3 The boys also received religious education. 

After the death of his parents. Louis had to leave school and strike out on his 

own. He became a clerk in a oountry store. until early in manhood, when be 

decided to migrate to the United States. 

Mr. Sloss came to lhis oountry in 1845. and setUed in Mackville, 

Kentucky,• where he opened a oountry store. In 1849. when reports of gold 

strikes in California filtered back to Kentucky, he crossed the plains on 

I Michael M. Zarchin, GiiJ,Jp,,sof ),ris/J lU, i4 Su Fru,isco (OttJaad: Jucl&b L. 
Mapes Memorial Muteua. 1964). p. 56. 
2 Manin A. Meyer, Fntllm}t,rl'J': hAcco,mtofJJJ,AdJi,,-,ia,J:JtsofJIJ,),rsud 
jutlaiMI ill Ci&lifomi:6 (Su Fraacisco: CaliforuPrns. t916). p. 141. 
3 Ibid., p. 141. 
-f Then is a dixnpucy hen betTHn the ,ources. Zarclwl, p. 56. ays Stoss ,eUled i.a 
Mactville. (eotucky; whet'NI Meyer, p. 1.0, •YI SlOII •UJH i.a MuYell. Kentucky. I 
contacted the Kenton County, (eiuucty libtvY, They prffided ae dle followi.aa 
locatiou: Mackville is ,oudleut of Louisville; and Mu-well is nev the Bil Sandy River. 
ill the eutero part or the swe. r conclude. aldlouah this is not cef'WJl, &hat Stoss 
•Wed ill Macn-ille. Uy nuoAiDI - it ii near Louiffill•. aad it,,.. i.a Louiffill• 
when. ,ome ay, Sloss aet GenUe. his tutun brother-in-Jaw ud bulillea part.Iler. 
Weil. p. ◄, ca11ed the town Moctffille -- this is probably a typo,nphical error. 



horseback. He took up residence in Sacramento. then the principal center of 

new mining activity. Sometime before 1851,5 Mr. Sloss, along with Simon 

Greenewald, established the mercantile house of Louis Sloss and Company.6 

In 18 S 1. Lewis Gerstle joined the partners of the firm. 

Mr. Sloss was a committed Jew. The sources report, "Mr. Sloss. always 

an ardent Israelite, gifted with an insight into the forces that should move 

his religion and race to high places of honor and usefulness, became the 

Parnass of the new Jewish congregation in Sacramento."7 However. due to 

the demands business made upon llim, he soon resigned the position. 

Messieurs Sloss, Greenewald, and Gerstle were engaged in the 

wholesale grocery business until 1861, when the flood of that year forced 

them to move.8 They decided to relocate in San Francisco. Upon their 

arrival in San Francisco. they sought another business avenue. In 1862, 

Messieurs Sloss. Greenewald, and Gerstle opened a stock brokerage office.9 

To aJ1 accounts. the business vas a great success. So much so, that in 1866, 

Sloss obtained a seat on the San Francisco Stock EJcbange. Io He became a 

pow~rful broker in the city, particularly through his dealiqs with Nevada's 

silver mining entreprenuers. During this time, there was frenzied mining 

speculation and widespread business dishonesty. Sloss, apparently was 

5 There is no precite da!e for this. All I know is. accordina to Meyer. p. 1"8. Gerstle 
joined the flnD in 1851. after its escablish.ment. BoYeTer. accordina to Zuchin, p. ~ . 
the firm YU established ui 18'2. Zarchin does not mention when Gerstle joined it. 
6 Martul A. Meyer, ,dlra}lrry.· b ACCOlllllofU,Ac/Ji,,.,.,.alSol'IIJ,.}lnutl 
fadustJI i.a C4Jifoma (Sa.a Fraocisco: Ca.liforn..i.a p,..., 1916), p. 1"8. 
7 Ibid., p. J@. 
& MichlelM.Zarchill, Gliap,so/'j,ris/Jlif,i.aSuFrudsco (Otttaod: JudahL. 
Mqnes Memorial Mu•um, 196-f), p. '6, Accordin1 to Meyer, p, l@, honnr, the 
business moved to Sa.a Fraocisco iJi 1860. 
9 Ibid., p. 56. 
10 Ibid., p. 56. 



above such corruption. for the SIJJ Fr1.11a$CO CbrtJ.Dicle wrote of him as "the 

most honest man that handled mining shares:·• I 

On January 31. 1868, the Alaska Commercial Company was formed 

and Louis Sloss was elected its president.1 2 Also in 1868. he was an elector 

on the national Republican ticket, which elected President Grant.13 In 1870, 

Mr. Sloss traveled to Washington, and helped successfully negotiate a 

twenty-year seal-fishing lease from the government for the Pribilof 

lslands.1'4 After tbe discovery of gold, tbe Company e1panded into the area 

of trading, and into supplies through so called "chain stores." Mr. Sloss also 
, 

made heavy investments in the Alaska Packers Association. which owned 

large salmon canneries.15 He bad interests in several mercanWe enterprises. 

as vell as, extensive landholding in Southern California.16 In 188◄. he 

helped found, and served as the first president of, the Society of Pioneers.17 

Mr. Sloss never ran for political office, but he did hold a semi-public office as 

the treasurer of the University of California from 1885-1902.13 

Mr. Sloss was very charitable. He took great joy in aiding worthy 

people lo get a foothold in business.19 He was a member of Congregation 

Emanu-El, twenty-eighth president of the Society of California Pioneers, 

11 Ibid., p. '6. 
12 11J,Alasb a,J11.1D,rci6JQ,61J¥DT, p. 7. From the AJasb file iJl The America.a 
jwisb Archlns, CiAciJull&i. Ohio. 
U lfar1ia A. Meyer. Fnt#r11.f,rry: All A,co11Dtoflll,Adu',Y611J6Dlsol'lll,Jt,rsud 
.),d,iw ill Cl.lif11rlli6 (Su fraacisco: California Press. 1916). p. 1.fS. 
I◄ Michael M. Zarchin. Gli6lp,so/' .f,ris/J LU, ill Su Frudsco (o.tlud: Judah L. 
Mapes MeaoriaJ Mu,ewn, 1964), p. ,1. 
15 Ibid .• p. ,1. 
16 Ibid .• p. ,1. 
17 Ibid .• p. ,1. Once qaiA there is a discrepa,ocy betYeen the sources. II.eyer. p. l<fS. 
aaiatai.n.s, Stoss 'YU a founder. and (U'Sl president of. the Society of C4Ji/iJnia 
Pio.neen. 
II Ibid., p. ,1. 
19 Ibid., p. ,1. 
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treasurer of the California State Central Committee, and trustee of the Free 

Public Library.20 

Mr. Sloss vas married in Philadelphia, in July. 1855, to Miss Sarab 

Greenebaum.21 They had five children: Mrs. E. R. Lilienthal. Leon, Louis, 

Joseph, and Judge M. C. Sloss.22 After his passing on June 4, 1902, the Su 

Prma"sw .&1111ioer wrote tbe following: 

"A noble. kind, and gentle soul was called from earth when Louis Sloss 
passed away. He envied the possessions of no man: he saw the wealth 
of the waste places on the earth and went forth to take some of it. He 
vu a pioneer in California, Nevada, Siberia, and Alaska, and better 
than William Penn, he traded with the Indians without cheating them. 
We sincerely trust that his life will influenoe the lives o( all the young 
men in California. If Louis Sloss had been in great haste to make 
money, and to get it bad done mean things in his early life. his 
declining years would not have been blest with the happiness and 
serenity that are God's greatest and best gifts to man."23 

LfflS GDSTLI 

Levis Gerstle was born Deoember 17, 182◄.24 Like Louis Sloss, Mr. 

GersUe was born in Bavaria. At the age of twenty-on.e years, he came to the 

United States and settled in Louisville, Kentucky.25 An interesting fact about 

20 Ibid., p. ~7. 
21 MattiA A.Meyer, ,,_m}6rr,;· AD AccoUJJlofllJ,AcM,v,JNDISOfllJ,}6,nud 
./lldliSllliil C4Jil'ort1~ (Su Frucisco: Cali.foriua Press. 1916). p. 1'49. 
22 Ibid .• p. 149. 
23 Michael M. Zarch.ui. 61.iJJlp,,sof ],ris/J I.if, iD Su Fru~ (0-t!aod: Judah L. 
MagnesMemorial Mu,eum.196'4), p . 57. 
24 Ibid., p. :,7. 
25 Martin A.Meyer, ,n11r11],rr.,.· ADAccouDtoftll,AdJit1v,J1J,DtsofllJ,J,,rsud 
]wJaisl, iii a.Jifomia (Su Fruci.Ko: Cali.fonua Prea, 1916), p. 93. There it a 
dilcn,uicy ill &he 11Nrcn. Zarch.ui, p. ,1. •rites. GenUe iinai,ra&ed ill lW- lhat 
IDtaAI Gentle ,rould han NIil t.9nty-tTo or lYIAty-thrN f1V1 old, not lYenty-00.1. 
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Mr. Gerstle -- he worked bis way across the Atlantic Ocean as a deck boy.26 

When he arrived in Louisville, be became a peddler, in the employ of his 

brother.27 

In 1849, he made his way to New Orleans, .and the next year be 

journeyed to California by way of Panama.28 While en route, he contracted 

wbat. was then commonly known as Panama Fever. His money was scarce 

and he was compelled to work as a cabin boy to pay for bis passage to San 

Francisco.29 He opened a fruit stand,30 but soon be8an working the gold 

mines as a day laborer near Georgetown, El Dorado County.31 In Sacramento, 

he met Louis Sloss, and in 18 51. joined the partners of the mercantile house, 

Louis Sloss and Company. 

Mr. Gerstle, along with Mr. Sloss and Mr. Simon Greenewald. engaged 

in the wholesale grocery business. They were open until the flood of 1861, 

which forced them to close down and move to San Francisco. In 1862, 

Messieurs Sloss, Greenewald, and Ger,tJe opened a stock brokerage office.32 

To all accounts. the business was a great success. On January 31, 1868, the 

Alaska Commercial Company was formed, Lewis Gerstle was elected its vice

president.33 

26 Michael M. Zarchin. tJJillpstttSoi foris/J li/'# iJJ Su FrudsaJ (0-ttud: Judah L. 
Mapes Memorial Mu,eum, 196-4). p. ~7. 
27 Manin A. Meyer. ,-.m j,r,ry: AD AcCOlllltoflJJ, Adlw"1JNDlsoflJJ, /,mud 
/udl.islll iJJ C6JiiorDa (Su Frucisco: California Press, 1916), p . 93. 
23 Michael M. Zarchin. Glut,p,sof j,risll lii, iJJ Su Frudsco (OuJ&nd: Judah L. 
Mapes Memorial Mu,eum, 196-f), p. ~7. 
29 Mat'UJl A. Meyer, F,st,n, j,rry.· A.a AcCYJUDI of IJJ, AcJJi,,.,,Jll,Dls oi IJJ, fan utl 
/udaisa iJJ QJUoma (Su Frucisc.o: California Press. 1916), p . 93. 
30 It is unclear from the ,ources, •here he opened this stand. Whether in Su 
Frucisco or near Georaeto•n. El Dorado County. 
31 Michael M. Zuch.in. GJillJUMtJf J,ris.lJ ur, iJJ Su Frudsco (Oatwid: Judah L 
Maanes Memorial Mu•um. 196-f). p. ,1. 
32 Ibid .. p. ~ 
33 TJJ,Alub CIJJJUHrdl./Co/llJMDy, p.1. from the AJastafile in The AmeriWl 
]ffish Archins. CincllUlali, Ohio. 
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Mr. Gersue·s business interests reached beyond the AJaska 

Commercial Company. He was one of tbe original promoters of the Union 

Iron Works in San Francisco. the San Joaquin Valley Railroad, the Pioneer 

Woolen Mills, and several other manufacturing properties.31 In the late 

1880's, Mr. Gerstle together with New York Senator Warner Miller, 

established a company to build the Nicaragua Canat.35 He was a director in 

the Nevada National Bank, the Union Trust Company, and the California

Hawaiian Sugar Company.36 After tbe death of bis close friend and associate, 

Mr. Louis Sloss. Mr. Gerstle followed rum as treasurer of the University of 

California for a few months -- from August 12 to November 19, 1902.37 He 

owned large blocks of real estate in the business section of San Francisco. 

Mr. Gerstle was a generous man. He was a benefactor of the Orphans· 

and Old Peoples' Home,33 and served a short term as director of the Hebrew 

Asylum and Home Society.39 He was one of the earliest members of Temple 

Emanu-EI. 

Lewis Gerstle was married in 1858 to Miss Hannah Greenbaum of 

Philadelphia.10 (Hannah was the sister of Mrs. Louis Sloss.) They had seven 

children: Sophia Lilienthal, Clara, Bertha, Mark L., William, Alice, and BeUe:tt 

3-f Michael M. Zarcbui, 60..JJ#Sof ),risJJ liftt kl Su Fn11ci#o (Otttaod: Judah L. 
Maaoes Memorial Museum, 1964), p. '58. 
35 Ibid., p. '58. 
36 Ibid., p. ~8. 
37 lbJd., p. ,a. 
38 MutiJl A. Meyer, FIIStlm j,flTT,· A.a A,~lllll ofdJtt A,1Ji,,-.11111.alsof dJ11 ),n ud 
Judaisa i.a C4Jil'1Jraa (Su Frucisco: Califomia Press, 1916), p. 94. 
39 Michael M. ZarchiA, GlilllJJ#Sof ),rislJ I.if~ m Su Fn11cist:o fOlt!and: Judah L. 
Mapes Memorial Museum, 1964). p. '58, 
40 MattiJl A. M-,.r, F##ra ./,flTT,· A.a AcctHllll of 111" AdJi,n61Uls of IJJ, ),n &ad ' 
Jvtl,.ia ill CMU'oraa (Su Frucisco: Califoriiia Press, 1916), p. 94. 
41 Ibid., p. 94. 
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He passed away on November 19, 1902 at his suburban home in San 

Raphael He was survived by his wite and seven children. 

Interestingly enough, although Messieurs Gerstle and Sloss were 

heavily invested in Alaska, they never traveled up north. This according to 

a 196 7 interview with Alice Gerstle Levison. his daughter and niece of Louis 

Sloss. Asked whether her father and uncle ever went to Alaska. Mrs. 

Levison said: "They never did. My brother Will went to Alaska: Louis Sloss 

(Jr.J went; and Leon Sloss went to Alaska for a visit. My mother and father 

never did .... You didn't do things like that. It was a hard trip, and at that 

lime it was a long trip. There were no accommodations tbere."◄2 

Corre1poadence or lntere1t 

There were three bodies of source material concerning the Alaska 

Commercial Company which were of particular interest to this writer. The 

first was a letter from Mr. Samuel Willets, a stock holder, dated November 

16. 1880, inquiring about the company's treatment of the native population 

on the Pribilof Islands. 

"john E. Miller. President, 
Dear Priend: 

The gre-at-suocess of the Alaska Commercial Company has 
prompted more or less thought respecting lbe enterprise; and in 
connection therewith I have found myself thinking of the AJeuts (or, 
whatever the inhabitants of St. George and St. Paul Islands are called), 
and have vondered if all is being done for them that ought to be done, 
considering the rich harvest of the Company .... 

Are we doing 6.11 that we cu do for those poor laborers who 
are filling our coffers with gold7 Do we sell our goods to them at fair, 

◄2 Ruth Tei.Mr. ~a, c.ntl, uriso.a: £.,.;JJ, b11U11isc#.a&N (Bertel.y:, U.n..iveraity of 
C&Ufonlia, 1967), p. 69. from the A.luta/Bioarq,Jlies me iil The Alllerfwi jft'ish 
Archives. CiocUUlail, Ohio. 
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reasonable prices? ... Can we improve their houses and better their 
schools? . .. 

Thy assured friend, 
SAML. WILLETTS."◄3 

Mr. Miller wrote a reassuring and detailed reply to Mr. Willets, dated 

December l , 1880. 

"Dear Sir: 
... it affords me much pleasure in assuring you that everything 

has been done on the part of the Company to accomplish the object in 
view, and in order that you and the rest of our Bastern Stockholders 
may fully understand what has been done in the matter, I ... furnish 
you herewith a brief outline of the voluntary work performed ... to 
better their condjtion. 

At the Islands of St. Paul and St. George, large and commodius 
schoolhouses have been erected, ... with most competent teachers, the 
children are making satisfactory progress. 

Under management of the old Russian American Company, the 
natives lived in underground huts, utterly unfit for human habitation 
- ... we have erected on the two Islands, within the past five years, 
8 5 cottages ... free of rent . .. we have resident physicians ... , with 
an abundant supply of medicine. . . . The supplies we send 
forward. are of the best and most substantial character .... and sold 
there • 15 i advance above San Francisco cost. wruch simply covers 
expenses of transportation. Each family is furnished free of charge, ... 
good coal to last through winter .... Liquors .. . are strictly 
prorubited, and the utmost efforts are made on our part to promote 
good feeling ... between the Company's e!Jlployees and the natives .... 

At Ounalasta, where we have no e1clusive rights for trading 
and consequently are subjected to the strongest competition of several 
other business houses, the same liberal principle has been manifested 
on our part, .... We send a yearly liberal supply of good and useful 
books to the dicterent stations in Alaska, both in Bn11ish and Russian .... 
The Company will not permit the slightest interference with their 
mode of worsrup; on the contrary. every assistance is rendered .. . 
building of churches .... To the natives free passes are given for 
travel on any of the Company's vessels to and from Alaska or to any 
point in the Territory visited by us .... Instructions to our agents are 

.. 
43 Ibid., p. 19. 
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most emphatic as to the necessity of fair dealings and strict 
compliance ... our contract with the Government .... 

I am, Yours sincerely, 
john f . Miller4◄ 

Mr. Miller 's letter alleviated the concerns of Mr. Willets. 

The second letter was sent by Mr. Lewis Gerstle to the Company's 

agents at SL Michael (located at the mouth of the Yukon River), and provides 

an example of a corporation "with a soul." It was published, July ◄, 1927, in 

the S60 Frmcisco llr1miner. The letter was from the government files in 

Washington in the 188 9 volume entitled lnvesti61tion oi the Fur Sev 60d 

Other Fisheries a A/1sk~~ The occasion was the inrush of gold miners at 

"'Porty Mile" -- as a point of reference, this was ten years before the gold 

strike in the Klondike. 

"San Francisco, May 7, 1886. 
Dear Sir: We have been informed that a large number of miners 

have already started to the Yukon and Stewart River Mines. and it is 
probable that many others will be attracted to that section of the 
Territory in consequence of the supposed existence of rich diggings in 
the district Considering that the oompany·s station at St. Michaels is 
the nearest source of supply, an extra amount of groceries and 
provisions bas been sent to you ·to meet the possible demands likely to 
be made upon you during the ooming winter. 

It must not be understood. however, that the shipment referred 
to 1! made ror the purpose or realiiAna profiu beyond t.be regular 
schedule ol prices beretof ore established. . .. 

In this connection we deem it particularly necessary to say to 
you. that traders in the employ of the oompany, or such others as 
draw their supplies from the stores ol the company, .. . must not be 
permitted to charge excessive profits, otherwise all business relations 
with such parties must cease. as the oompany cannot permit itself to 

44 Ibid., pp. 1,-21. 
'45 Ibid., p. ,a. 
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be made an instrument of oppression toward anyone that lhey may 
come in contact with. 

Yours truly, 
Lewis Gerstle, President"46 

Asked if the agents of the Alaska Commercial Company were as honest 

as they were expected to be, Alice Gerstle Levison replied: "I remember 

some of the agents who used to come visit. ... My uncle (i.e., Louis Sloss), 

was so easygoing, left a lot of the work to b..is sons. He had great faith in his 

sons; they were aJvays right. ... they were always very friendly with these 

agents. They overlooked a great many things they should not have 

overlooked: I don't think those agents were as honest as they might have 

been, but they were all good fellows."47 

The third item is a contract, dated August 9, 1870, between the Alaska 

Commercial Company and the Government of the· United States, discussing 

the management of the seal population. Considering bow man has exploited 

animals and mammals, especially whales. some to the point of extinction, th.is 

contract appears particularly farsighted. But let there be no illusions. In its 

environmental policies the Alaska Commercial Company sought to protect its 

seal-fishing resources. Their efforts to be environmentally responsible were 

motivated by profits. Having said th.is, however, it was commendable of the 

Company to set out guidelines for the management of their resources, even if 

those means were to ensure profits. 

"In acoordance with the provisions of 'An act to prevent the 
extermination of fur-bearing animals in Alaska,' approved July 1, 
1870 .. .. . 

16 Ibid., pp. ,s-,9. 
◄? Ruth Teiltr, Alic. G,ntl, urisoa: F..Uy Rutillisaac.s (Berkeley: University of ~ 
California, 1967). pp. 64-70. From the Aluta/Bioara,hin me ia The America.a jnisb 
Archins, Cincianati, Ohlo. 
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f'ir.~t The number of fur seals which may be killed for their 
skins during the year 1870. upon the island of St. Paul. is hereby 
limited and restricted to 37.500. 

s«o11d The number of fur seaJs which may be killed for their 
skins during the year 1870, upon the island of St. George. is hereby 
limited and restricted to 12,500. 

And the rent of $55.000 reserved to the Government in the 
lease under said act to the 'Alaska Commercial Company." bearing the 
date August 3, 1870 .... 

William A. Richardson 
Acting Seaetary of the Treasury 

.. . Witoesseth, that t.he parties hereto do hereby mutually agree ... 
not to kill upon the island of St. Paul more than 90,000 fur seals, and 
upon the island of St. George not more than 10,000 fur seals per 
annum; not to kill any fur seals upon the islands aforesaid in any 
other months e1cept the months of June. July, August (From the l st to 
the 15th of said month), September, and October of each year; not to 
kill such seals at any time by the use of firearms or other means 
tending to drive the seals from said islands; not to kill any fem ale 
seals or any seals less than l year old, . . .. "48 

Mr. Lewis Gerstle, representing the Company, agreed to and signed the 

above contract with the Government. The contract provided benefits to both 

·parties. In November 1930, rtrtlJOe NqlZiM reported that "eighty per 

cent of all the fur seals in the world frolic on the Pribilof Islands. But, "what 

mattered to the U. S. Treasury vas that in the forty years following purchase 

of Alaska for $7,200,000. the leasing privileae of killing seals on these 

islands returned nearly $9,473,996."49 

43 T/J6A1Mb CIJJJUHrcil/CIJ61JIUF. p. 11. From thoAlub file iJ1 The American 
jffish ArchiTes, CinclAAati, Ohio. 
49 Ibid., p. 24. 
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