
 

How to search in the 

library’s database 

  



What can one find in the library’s database? 
1. All the library’s collections are listed in the catalogue 
2. In the library, we have items in many different languages:  English; Hebrew; German; 

Russian, and Spanish.  Most works are in English and Hebrew 
3. The catalogue includes details on each item: Its location, subjects, bibliographic 

information, and sometimes a summary of its content.  
4. In the library, there is access to full PDF texts that are found on the internet. 
5. One can search for articles and books in the library’s catalogue. 
6. The link to the catalogue is:  

https://huc-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-
explore/search?sortby=rank&vid=972HUC_V1&lang=en_US 

!!!This link is only for the catalogue of the Jerusalem library.  If you wish to search for books on one of the 
American campuses, you have to go to its library’s catalogue link separately.  You can find the links of the 

various campuses on the library page of the HUC website!!! 
  

https://huc-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/search?sortby=rank&vid=972HUC_V1&lang=en_US
https://huc-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/search?sortby=rank&vid=972HUC_V1&lang=en_US


. 

The search screen is available in two languages: Hebrew and English.  You can choose 

which language you prefer by clicking on the icon on the upper right side of the screen.  

Two options will open up: Choose a language; and Log in to your library card.  
 

  



There are three ways of searching available while using our database:  

New Search; Advanced Search; and Browse. 

 

New Search 
While using New Search, you have to search with full words, and then press Enter.  You can use AND, OR 
and other terms from a Boolean Search to make your results more exact. The database can search for your 
words in all categories: Title, Author, Publisher, Subject, etc.  Once you have done your search, you can 

tweak your results on the right side and narrow your results.    The minute you start typing, there will be three 
options of search that come up: Library, Articles, and All resources. 

 

  



Library: The database will search within the physical items in the library.  These items 
include: Books; Periodicals; Series; Disks, and Offprints. This will not search within the 
item itself, but rather by the information catalogued about them in the database, an 
example of which is title and author.  Articles found within books or periodicals will 
generally not show up in this search. 
 
Articles: Using this search option will find results within search engines on the internet 
that include many articles that you can connect to by links to different databases.  If you 
are searching for an article within a book or periodical, this is the search to use.  You might 
not always find the full text, but you will find the bibliographic information pertaining to 
the article, or a summary. 
 
All Resources: This search will combine the results of both the “Library” and the 
“Articles” search engines.   
 

  



In all combinations of searches, you will always have the option to “tweak your results” in terms of subjects, 
authors, years, etc. on the right side of your search-results screen: 

 
 
  



Advanced Search 
 

The “advanced search” button is on the right side of the main search window: 

 
 

 

 
 

The “advanced search” lets you narrow down your search, with added options within the search.  

You can search by language, year of publication, etc. 

 

  



In this type of search: 

 You can choose words that are full words, whether they are found at the beginning of a 

phrase or the middle, 

 You can choose words from any field: Author, Title, Category, Publisher, etc. 

 You can add lines of searches that have different criteria in your search 

 

This search is very efficient, especially when you add in bibliographical information on the 

item you’re requesting.  For example, when you only know part of the title or only one part of 

the author’s name. 

 
 

Browse 
When you use the “Browse” search function, you are only searching within the library’s 

collection.  The search is also done alphabetically. 

You can choose to search in either the title, author, subject, or call number of the book. The call 

number is according to Library of Congress.  

This search is effective only when you know the beginning of the phrase you are searching for, 

as it searches alphabetically-- if you search for the middle of a title, it will not come up until 

after all uses of the words are shown as the start of a title.   



New Search 

In order to clear the results of the last search and to start a new one, you have to click on the “New Search” 

button that is located on the top of the catalogue. 

 

 

Searches for Electronic Periodicals 

The library has subscriptions to electronic periodicals.  The library can either subscribe to the periodical 

itself, or to a database that houses a number of periodicals.  If you click on the “Search E-Journal” button 

on the top of the main screen, it will lead you to a new screen in which you can then search for an e- 

journal.  The catalogue will then supply a link (in red) to the e-journal.   

Here you can search for the title of the e-journal only, not names of articles within journals. 

 

  



If you click on the red button, it will lead you to the e-journal: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In this situation, the catalogue will show you two different ways to access the e-journal.  Under each way 

there is a red GO button.  Click on the preferred way, and then enter an EZproxy password if asked. 

  



The EzProxy screen will look like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The library computers are set up to enter automatically, and if they don’t, please go to a librarian for help. 

Each student and teacher at HUC is given their own name and password in which to enter from any 

location and any computer.  If you do not have yours, please ask a librarian to give you that information.    

Entering EzProxy then takes you directly to the database or e-journal you requested. 

 

 

 



Saving your search results 

In order to save your search results, you have to sign into the catalogue with your name and password 

BEFORE you begin searching.  This is available for those who are able to borrow books from the library.  

The sign-in and password are both the user’s teudat zehut or passport number.  If you click on the word 

“guest” in the upper right corner of the screen, this will allow you to access the sign-in screen: 

 

 
  



To then enter your saved search history, click on “My library card” and then the icon on the top right-hand 

corner “view search history,” the icon, shaped like a circle, next to the push pin icon you can see below.  

 



Search Results Information 

 

After your first search for a word or title, the results contain ways to access more information about your 

search results.  You can see if the item resides in the library; what type of material it is (based on the icon 

next to the result); and bibliographic information as well.  In order to see more information on the search 

result, click on the title, and more bibliographic information will be revealed: 

 

  



If there are links to other information, you will be able to click on them from this page as well. 

 

On the bottom of this page, there is a “Virtual Browse” section, in which you can see all the books that are 

located next to your chosen item on the shelf.  They are usually organized by author or subject, so you 

might find more books that you are searching for this way as well: 

 

 

 

 



What to do with your search results 

 You can choose items within your search results and save them in your “library card” account by 

clicking on the push pin icon 

 You can send your search results to yourself or someone else by e-mail, by clicking on the envelope 

icon. 

 You can copy the bibliographic information on the object, by clicking on the citation icon.  This does 

not work on all items however. 

 

Please feel free to approach the librarian with any question or problem you might have. We are 

happy to help! 


