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PRE:F'ACE 

Jewish community life i:n this country is surrounded by an halo 

of. ignorance of its past. F'or, ·with the possible exception of a 

few te:id:;books dealing in e;enerali ties' the field of American•Jewish 

history has lain fallow and barren. Particularly is this lack of 

adequate treatment of significant events and movements evident when 

we e.pproahh the Russian-Jewish sed;ion of our population. This 

group has no·b even had the benefit of the existing historical so-

cieties and has been treated more or less in the manner of a step-

child by our savants .. 

I·t is vd.th ·this thour;hb in mind that the wri"l:;er endeairored to 

unear-t;h some of the fac·bs relevant to the contribu·bions of the 

l~ussian .. Jewish inun:tgrants to the American labor movement from 1880 

to J,914. This is without doubt a vast topic, having many ramifi-

cations and requiring; an acquaintance with various related fields. 

r-1:; is a preg,nant topic, full of meaning f.or t;he Jewish and non-J'ewish 

populations of this country. It is a fascinating topic, as are 

all themes tha:I:; tell of man's triumph over unfavorable circums·ban-

ces. .And lastly, it is one ·!:;hat can illumine many aspects of Jewish 

communal Hfe in this country. 

The difficulties to be encountered in handling such a subje(}t 

are of course legion. The writer was fully aware of them and con-

soquently made no e:btempt to overcome them. The Umi·bations imposed 

by the very nature of a Rabbinical thesis were kept j.n mind, with 

the re suJ:l:i ·l:;ha;l:i ·bhe writer cannot lay claim to more than a mere 

superficial treatment of tM.s topic. He is only 11 scra:bcM.ng the 

surface 11 and merely preparing a prelude to a more thoroughgoing 

study that rnay some day be complE~ted.. This ·bhesis (}onsequently 
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falls short in the following respects: 

J.. The sources used were largely secondary. Since our library 

does not house any of the labor periodicals tha:b alone can serve 

e.s a ·l:;rue guide ·bo the early developmemb of ·l:;rade unionism in the 

New York Ghetto, this aspect of the necessary research was left un-

done., Such a procedure would also have entailed work far beyond 

that which is usually required for a Rabbinical ·l:;hesis. The result 

of course is that the writer cannot make any pretensions to ori[~i-

nality.. 'fhis work is for the most par·b a mosaic of available bits 

of information and no more. 

2. It should also be remembered ·!:;hat labor his·tory is always 

written with a bias.. It is therefore practically impossible ·l:;o 
,.~ 

view ·!:;he even-bs of ·!:;he past in an objec·bive J.iglrb. This" true all 

the more vrhen one has to consult books written by the various pro

tagonists of social change who look a:b histor;).~chrough the colored 

glasses of' their own ideological apparatus. To steer a clear road 

in the midst of conflicting; vie-ws and clashinc~ interpretations was 

not only a trying feat bu-b a chalJ.eng:i.ng task ·l:;o one who himself 

is in ·l:;he process of acquiring a prejudice on the problems raised., 

3,. 'r:b.e writer could no"l; include a discussion of the German 

labor movement and its influence on the J'ewish unions nor could 

he devo·l:;e any space to ·l:;he inter-relationship the:\:; existed "between 

the local radical movement and the one that flourished in London. 

He was also unable ·\:;o dwell at length onthe personalities involved, 

on ·\:;he individuals who helpled shape the Jewish labor movement. 

Ii'inally, the discussfon of the Jewish unions was limited to ·!:;he 

New York area i'or the mos·t pa.rt, al·bhough other cities likewise 

played a prominent role in this fie1d of e.ctivity. The limi·ba:bions'-
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of time, space and available sources were responsible for ·!:;he above 

def.ioienoie s • 

In the writer's opinion, this is the first s;c;udy in '.ltnglish 

tb.a-b discusses the Jewish labor movement from the various aspects 

of its development. It is the only one that places so much empha-

sis on the Russian baclqground of the sweat shop toilers and the in .. 

fluenoe exerted by the different types of radical intellec·buals 

a:mongs·t: the immigrants. This there!f.'6ve is a pioneering attempt to 

view Jewish trade unionism as a whole, as a movement on which many 

forces converged and which, in turn, found expression in :many forms 

of activity. Its shortcomings will consequently be considered as 

the price one had to pay for ·!:;he experience gained in bringing to 

light one of the sorely neglected aspects of American-Jewish his-

torical research. 
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CHAPTER ONE: ORIGINS 
TllE STORY OF THE HUND IN RUSSIA 



Introduction 

11 The movement of' the Jewish workers in America i.s a result 

not only of capitalist development in America but also of the 

abnormal economic and poli ticch ... social conditions under which the 
l 

Jews lived in the Ji..'!uropean lan.ds11
, writes the first biographer of 

the .American ... Jewish labor movement. We therefore cannot lose sight 

of the country which served as the source of ·bhe raw :material out 

of which this movement was fashioned and as the ·l;raining-ground 

for a number of its outs·l:ianding pioneers. Tho Russian-Jewish pro

letariat was the first to raise ·l:;he banner of class differences and 

economic cleavage within the Jewish oommunii;y. The Bund1 as its re

presentative in due time
1

exercised a profound influence upon the 

masses of our people in .America as -well. Its ideology was. irnpor ... 

ted to these shores with the increasing waves of immigration until 

after a while the most active workers in the Arbeiter Ring and 

trade union circles were those who had been schooled in ·l;he bat-

·bles which the Bund waged for political and eoonomio emancipation 
2 

against the Cza:x.·ist regime. 

Close contacrl::s were always maini:;ained by the Jewl.sh working 

classes of both lands. Though no detailed study has as yet been 

made of this inter-relationship, suffioient evidence is at hand 

to corroborate this statement. In the 1890s, American radical 

literature,, smuggled across the border, was utilized by the pro

pagandists to spread Social-Democratic teachings a.mong;s·t; the 
3 

Jew-lshworkers of Russia. Delegates of the various Russian revo• 

lutio:nary parties toured the United Sta·l;es in the early years of 

the 20th century, while actual branches of' the Bund were established 
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4 
in :New York City. Du.ring the year 1903 we also find the organi• 

zation, "Delegates of the Bund11 a.o·l.;ive in raising funds for the 
5 

mother organization. Two Amerioan representatives likewise atten• 
6 

ded the seventh Congress of the Bund in 1906. Yet these were but 

mere incidents in the great process of interaotion whioh was set 

in motion when the stream of hmnigration transported about ·bwo mil-

lion Jews to 1:;hese shores during 1880-1914. 

That the developments in their native land occupied the in• 

·l.;erest and attention of the newly-arrj.ved Jewish workers in Amer-

ioa, par·bioularly in the early stages of their adjustmerrb ~ ca11 be 

proveY by the reactions tha·I; swept the New York City Ghetto during 
7 

·l;he period of the first Russian Revolution. As they ooped with the 

evils of the sweat-shop system, they naturally turned for inspira

tion to the rising strength and revolutionary fervor of the Bund. 

It is therefore esserrbial for the purposes of this study to become 

aoquai:o.ted with the fortunes of the Russian-Jewish labor movemen·be 



, 

. ' 
i 

I~ 

-3-

SECTION ONE: THE GID~~rTO BEGJ~TS A NEW OFFSPRING,, 1870-9'1 e 

A new factor oame into play in Jew:tsh life during the J.ar~t 

quarter of ·l:;he 19th century. New concepts filtered into ·l:;he con-

soiousness of a people for long accustomed,, in view of continuous 

oppression, to regard itself as ar homog;enuous e1rbHy.. Economic 

forces not only gave rise to a new type of. stratification within 

a community confined to one-tenth of ·the Russian Empire but para ... 

doxio~illy enough also creo:l;;ed the means whereby the barriers bet ... 

ween Jew and non-Jew were torn down.. For ·bhe firs-b time in Jew-

ish history, a labor movement developed among our people, which, 
8 

though fifty years younger than its Russian prototype, yet ma.nae;ed 

to contribute an equal share to the strup;gle for ·the emancipa:bion 

o:r the toilers. Two causes were directly responsible for ·l:;his 

unique development: the growbh of capitalism in Russia and the pa ... 

ouliar position which ·the Jevrlsh workers ocoupied vrlthin the new 

industrial order. 

The Machine Penetrates the Pale 
~----------· - .... 1 ~----

The rise of the Jewish prolets.rj.at in ·t.he second half of. i.;ha 

last century can be predioated only upon the emergence of Russia 

as a oapi tali st s·bate a:f.'·l:;er 1860, when ·l:;he Industrial Revol\.rbion 

and the freedom of ·l:;he serfs 1Jurst asunder i;he fet·bors of the feu-

dalist system. The Jews were now for the most part x·equired to 

seek a new economic base. ThEiy were no lone;er indispensable to , 

the landlords whose esta.tes ·l.;o some extent were broken up. A 

large ... soale immigration consequently followed from the villages to 

the large cities, where the handiwork es·tablishmexrts became the 
9 

ooncontrt::,.tion poin-b of the Jewish laborers. Kiev and Moscow eaoh 



10 
boasted of a population of f'if·by thousand Jews. This was a new 

developmen-b in communal life 1 for the 1Jewish lower economic f.!"l;ra:ba 

of the for·bies consis·bed largely of unqualified and unskilled woi·-

kers, who formed one fourth of the Jew:i.sh population-. The latter~ 

however, did not ocoupy any st:re:begic position in the economic 
11 

struc·ture and hence d:ld not; :f.'o:rm a cohesive or influential group. 

Side by side wi'th this embryonic growth of a Jewish working class, 

·l;he:re now also developed a bourgeois class, consisting of' merchant, 

industrial and banking elements, who received special grarrbs of 
12 

privilege from the Czarist governmerr\;e 

Ye·b the developmen·b of capitalism did not free the Jews from 

the economic ghetto to which they had been restricted in the pas-I.-;• 

Fully nine-·l;;enths of ·bhe country· was still closed.. They were also 

driven out of the villages and limited ·l;o petty-bourgeois oooupa ... 
1:3 

tionse Even ·when the emergenoe of Jvhe :machine age provided new op-

porbunities of employment for the erna11cipated serfs, ·bhe Jewish 

proletariat did no·b benefit muoh from the industrial:i.zation of the 

country. Few Jews were employed in the large-scale mechanized fao-

tories. Their economic condi·bions were also much worse off than 
14 

·!:;hose of the Russian workers.. "Pauperism--puve:b;W,, need and hun-

ger in the fulles·b sense of' the word; the swea·b system, sunken 

breas·bs,, parched eyes, weak, pale faces and siok, diseased lungs-... 

th:i.s is the pio·bure of the Jewish street, these are the conditions 

under i.vhich the Jewish proletaria:b fought for soc:i.al reforms, for 
15 

the future ideal. 11 
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The Eoonomic Pale of Se·btlement 
....... -- .. ·-.. ------------

The slogan chanted by the Polish workers: "Let the Jewish em

ployee go to the handicraft shop; the factory belongs to the Poles 11 

16 
indeed beo~me a reality in various parts of the country• This ex-

plains the secondary role which the Jewish proletariat played in 

the indus·trial system. As Jaoob Leshchinski revealecl in his very 
17 

·l;horough analysis,, the Jewish vrorker s were li.mi tad Jco ·bhe swev:t; ... 

shops of ·bhe Pale. They could no·b penetrate into the more-developed 

industries,. They were restricted ·bo the small fe,ctories, to those 

which used mechanized power in a limited degree. Thus, though the 

Jews formed for·ty percen·b of ·the city population in the Pales only 

14 percent were employed in the large factories. 

Even Jewish-owned establishments preferred non-Jews. The more 

that Jewish capital was invested in industrial ra:ther than i.n man-

ufaoturing branches of production, ·bhe less did it engage Jewish 
18 

help. This helped to determine the petty-bourgeois nature of the 

Jewish prole·bariat. 11 ~rhe Jewish f'a<rbory is in a social..,teohnical 

sense 9 lower; in an hygienic, more harmful; and in an economic way, 

weaker than the non-Jewish one • ..,It uses more of handwork and con-

tains a smaller amount of workers.~~ The result is self'-eyidenta 

pauperization and the sweat shop. It is also interesting i.;o note 

the large number of women and children tha·b were employed. These 

composed about 17 percent of the total Jewish working population. 

(J:n the days before the 1905 Revolution, this gave rise to the 

creation of a "Children's Bund11 , which eonsisted of local autonomous 

groups formed by appren·bioes and students between the ages of 
19 

10-16.) 



Enter the Class Struggle 
----· •1• ·-·~ 

It was out o:f' ·bhe raw :material of the struggling, toiling; 

masses that the revolutionar:l.es carved the Jewj.sh labor movement,. 

The Socialis·b ·tendencies among the intelligentzia were the leaven 

that caused ·bhe ferment within the ranks of the Jewish proletariat,, 

In fact, :l.t was the ini"l;iative and perspective of the radfoa.l ele

men-bs ·bhat direc·bed ·bhe otherwise blind upsurge along organizational 
20 

and political channels. The ·bwo movements o:f' Socialism and trade-

unionism were thus intertwined in the Russian scene. 

An open class-struggle had never before been found vrl·bhin Jche 

Jewish conununity, since no sharp differentiation of economic groups 

ewisted. Yet on v·arious occasions the masse& did rise in arms 

against ·bhe Kahal 1 s authority,, though these primitive rebellions 

often ·book the form of religious controversies. Several times they 

even expressed themselves in violen·b eruptions# as when loan sharks 
21 

were beaten and the homes of the wealthy were ransackeq• Thus 

plenty of social dynamite was stored up within the lower sections 

of the Kehillah
9 

under the pressure of the heavy tax burdens and 
22 

other restr:tctions. With the impetus given by the industrializa• 

tion of the oountry, economic conflicts began to disrupt the ot.her-

wise-seeming harmony of the Jewish cormntmi ty, and independenb wo:r .. 

king class organizations came forJch to ohallenge the ruling oli• 

garchy. There followed the strike movemen-bs of' ·bhe seventies, 

eighties and nineties, -l;he creation of the Casse.s and the various 

types of Hevros or gu:i.lds 1 the development of a feeling of solida-

ri ty and unity among the Jewish workers-00all of which,, abetted as 

i"I:; was by the streams of revolutionary and Marxist theory in the 

country at large,, gave birth at last to a new proletarian spokes-
23 . 

man: the Bund. 



E;arly at·tempts at economic self-defense date back to 1841, 

when the Minsk tailors sought to organize their own Hevro. This 

was a new departure, for until then,, both ma.ste1· and employee ro ... 
24 

mained int he ea.me guild• I·b was,, however,, foiled by the Kahal• 

The very first trade union on record was no·b established until 
25 

1864 by a group of women tailors e:l;; Mohilev·. .At this time we find 

,Jew:tsh workers mos·tly engaged in "l~obacco, textiles, matches and le a

ther :mru.1ufac·bur0• It was the wage-earners in these industries who 

participated in the strike movements of the seventies, the first 
26 

of which occurred in a Vilno tobacco factory in November, 1871. 

The strikes of this decade were 1 however, not due to the influence 

of the Socialists but more probably to that of foreign and German 

workers, particularly in the textile ret~ions of Lodz and Bialystok,, 

where the Jewish weaving industry was oonc1.mtra·ted. These were no 

longer accidental episodes but alread,y marked the beg:i.nniug of' 
27 

organized workerst struggles. 

In the eighties ·bhe ao·bive influence of ·bhe Socialist propa

gandis·ts became perceptible among the Jewish proletarie:t. 'l'he ra

dical intelligentzia now ·took ovor the in:l:biative in the labor move

ma:i ·t:;. The s·brike in Bialystok in 1882 revealed a most unusual sen ... 

timen-b of solidarity among all the workers of the city. In 1886 ... 7 

a series of small economic battles appeared in Minsk. In 1885, ih e 

women leather-workers of VHno again became the pioneers of social 

struggle through their heroic efforts to organize an 11arte1fs&J 

Thus, despi-t;e the depression in tho country, the governmental re-

action and the release of anti-Semitic pogroms in the Pale of Set-

tlement, there was evident a greater effort for organized economic 

warfare among ·the Jew-lsh workers than had been apparent in the pre-



vious deoade. The Socialist forces also now began to appreciate 

the strength of the Jewish masses and ·bo recognize their function 
28 

as a strong revolutionary force. 

The activities of the nine·bie s until the formation of the Bund 
29 

has been oharaoterized as 118ocialis·b ·trade unionism" 3 for at that 

time the Jewish labor movement received a definite class character 

and prepared itself for a dynamic revolutionary role in the Jewish 

community. This was an optimis'l:;io and produoJcive decade. Twice 

as mar.iy factory workers were now to be found within the Pale; a 
3o 

considerable drop in emigra:bion was also noticeable. The indus ... 

trial revival ·bhroughout the country lead to a dc~mand for labor~ 

which 1.n turn increased the confidence of the employees. We there-

fore find s·brike movements in Vilno j Minsk, Warsaw and Homel during 
31 

1892-3. This struggle for economic betterment was based on a law 

from the times of Ca·bherine II, whioh stipuls:bed a twelve-hour day• 

It attracted diverse elements, since simple and elementary demands 

were put forth. At f'J.rst it was carried on with the knowledge of 

the goverriment Emd the police, but af·l::er 1895 restric·bions were im.., 
32 

posed, for the regime grew alarmed at its dangerous possibilities. 

The cassa~i, which were secret trade organizations for mutual 

aid and assistance during unemployment, s:i.ckness and later on in 

strikes, becamo an important factor since their establishment in 
3~' 

1888• These helped to build a broad mass basis :f.'or Socialist pro-
'Wv~.• 

paganda, as well as served as the recruiting ground for the :radical 
34 

circles. By the end of 1895, we find 27 organized trades wt ·bh 850 

workers in Vilno. In Minsk~ 15 oassas with a ·t;o~cal membership of 

800 were active• During the same year 1 the fir st trade union to 

be established on a regional scale, that of the brushrnakers~ came 
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into exis·lience. The leaders of the revolu·liione.ry groups at last 

took account of these economic bat·l;les and affirmed the possibility 

of organizing; the Jewish handicraft workers and o:t' utilizing them 
35 

for service in behalf' of' ·bhe Russian Revolution. 

The Revolutionist Finds an Entree 

This was an impor·bant discovery, for '\.;he Jewish radical intel ... 

ligen·l;zia was at first alienated from :its own people and Qoneentra

ted its activities among the general revolutionary groups. The 

circles that were es·bablished in Vilno, Minsk, Odessa and Grodna 

in ·bhe seventies :E'or educational purposes and mutual aid were large-

ly under ·bhe influence of' Narodism, which preached the awakening 
36 

of the peasants. Because of ·chis and also because no strong Jewish 

proletariat had suf'ficierrbly developed, the propagand:Lsts were in-

terested only in upli:f: .. bing the Russian masses. Yet already even 

at ·l:;his time lone voices were heard bespeaking the necessity of 

leadine; the Jewish r;>lements into the Socialist movement._ In Janu

ary, 1876, a proclamation was issued under the title of' 11 The 
37 

S·batutes of. the Socialist-Revolutionary Society". to this effect. 

The activities of' Aaron Lieberman, ·bhe founding of the Ha 1Emes, 

the es·l;ablislunent of the Hebrew Socialist Union in London in 1876 

and the appearance of' the 11Asef'as Chaohomim" give evidence of tho 

effort on ·bhe part of' some early Maskilim to spread Socialism in 
38 

Hebrew. 

It wasn't until the eighties, however, that the sprouting of' 

the first Jevcish Marxist circles took place in Vilno, Minsk and 

Warsaw. ~~hese groups had a conspirational character and were far 

removed from the daily needs of' the masses.· They were primarily 

concerned '\vi th developing individual workers for activity in the 
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Rus~ian revolutionary movement. This ·bended to bring; into being 

somewhat of a labor aristocracy, holding itself aloof frmn the Jew-

ish prole·be.riat. Some of. these even bep;an to look down upon the 
40 

ignorant toilers and sought to esce.pe to a new life in America. 

Although the oiroles spread to many other cities 1 the most active 

ones were to be found j,n Vilhno and Minsk. The former city, 'Which 

was already established as an intelloc·bual centers can be consi ... 
41 

dered ·l:;o be the cra.dle of the Jewish labor movement. In Minsk a 

new crop of revolutionaries developed which remained in the labor 

mo·i;remerrl:; during H:s most decisive years and formed a very active 

oontingerrt;., Once again the need of reaching the Jewish masses was 

dram~tically pressed. In 1880,, for instance, a Geneva group of 

Jewish Socialists, exiled for political crimes$ issued a call and 

attempted to collect money for the purpose of disseminating Soci-
42 

alist propa1sanda in Yiddish. 

It was, however, the desire for economic betterment in the 

form of the strikes of the nine·bies that helped to unite ·bhe Jew-

ish masses and opened up new perspeotives of endeavor. Within the 

space of a few years from 1888-93, the broad masses bees.me involved 

in the revolutionary maelstrom., Yiddish replaced Russia:n as ·the 

language of communico:bion, the nuniber of educational centers in• 

creased, and the groundwork was prepared for the denouement: the 
43 

establishment of the Bund• This may be considered to be the cen• 

tral period of the Jewish labor movement 1 in which its mass be.sis 

was established and Marxist ideology was fused with Social-Democra-
44 

tic practice. Finally by 1897 it had gathered sufficient organize.• 

tional experience and training; in conspirational methods to become 

a Jewish-Socialist movements with a poli"l-;ical-national character. 
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.This was not complErbad without a sharp internal quarrel, for 

the broadening of the movement and the aWBJrnn1.ng of the Jewish pro-

letariat as expressed in the economic struggles necessitated the 

transition from propganda within narrow intellec·bual centers to 
45 

agitation on a large ni.ass scale. ~~here were those who held to a 

sectarian view that ·bhe masses should be enlightened through the 

slow process of developing chosen individuals., The agi·bation which 

would have to be conducted on a superficial level~ they contended, 
46 

would keep the worke:r.•s at a low intellectual status. For the Soci-

aB.s·b circles had until thon been ·bho 11oxclusive sanctuaries for 
47 

the radical intelligo1rbzia" • As such, they had served a valuable 

purpose but in turn had created a gap be·l:;ween the van.guard and the 

to:i.linp; masses., The :imunediate economic demands were, however, of 

primary impor·banca now and there was need of agitation on the basis 

of i:;he· daily needs of ·bhe workers., Close ties had to be established 

between the circles and ·bhe masses. It was the final recognition 

of' these facts that placed the proletariat in the Pale on the 

:right traok of development and brought about the appearance of ·bhe 
48 

Bund. 
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SECTION TWO: TlThi BUND COMES OP AGE, 1897-1904 

The idea of e.n independen·b Jevdsh labor movemen·b slowly began 

·bo take root. The first Tu'.fay Day was celebrated in Vilno in 1892s 

where the famous 11four speeches 11 were delivered by Jewish working ... 
49 

men who expressed opposi·bion to the status quo. By 1896 similar 

demonstrations took place everywhere.,. All this was climaxed by an 

address of lVIar·bov 1 who later became the theoretician of ·bhe Menshe
. class 

viks, on the need for an independerrb Jewish working/party to fight 
50 

for economic, civil and political emancipation. The 1895 Niay Day 

oelebra:bion in Vilno was also marked by ·bhe oarryine; of reel. flags 

with Yiddish inscriptions,. This is sign:i.fioant in view of the fact 

that the use of Yiddish for propaganda iri order to reach the masses, 
51 

97 percent of whom claimed it as their mother tongue in 1897, was 

now fully recognized. Yet no local Yiddish-Socialist li'bera:bure 
52 

was available and it had to be impod;ecl from Nevir York a;id London. 

To sup.ply ·bhis needs 11 Zarg;on Cornmittees 11 were also formed, which 
53 

were active un"l:;il 1898. In 1896, the 11Arbeiter S-bume 11 was printed 

illegally, wi"bhout e'V"en t;he perm:ission of ·bhe labor leaders, by 

a worker who devised his own press. I·b later, however, beoame the 
54: 

central or ga:n of ·bhe Bunde 

The economic ba:btles of the nineties, the grovrth of some or-

ganizational machinery, the developmen·b of a literature~ ·bhe exis-

tence of circles as the intellectual c0nte1·s of a mass movement 

and the oassas as the nuclei among the rrnattered small trades--all 

·these factors pointed ·bhe way towards the possibilities of cent:ra-
55 

lization. '.!.'he need for unity was especially fel·t by the ·various 

circles. Prom 1895 on, the Jewish Social-Democratic groups of 

Vilno, Minsk, Bialys·bok, and Warsaw kept in close touch 1vi"l:;h each 
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other. As a result,, a conferenoe was held in 1897 1 attended by 

eleven ·bo fifteen delegates (reports vary), which laid the corner ... 
56 

stone for the foundation of the 11 General Jewish Workers 1 Bund.11 ., 

This step was enthusiast:toally gree·bed. In fao·t it came e:b a very 

opportune moment, for the Russian Sooial-Democratio Par·ty was ·bhen 

in the process of formation, and the Jewish labor leaders wan:bed 
57 

to come there as representatives of an organized body• Thus at -the 

first mee·bing of the R .. s.D.P,. in 1898 1 fully a ·l;hird of the delegs:bes, 

three in number 9 spoke in the name of' ·the Bunda 

The Eoonom:tc Struggle Gains Impetus 
~----~--·------------- . 

The Bund, based on the illegal economic cassas and lead by a 

social-democratic bloc at ·the top,, developed into a strongly-orga ... 

n:!.zed, well-knit association. Its exemplary con~pac·tness was due 

essentit\lly to its basis in the cassas, which no·b only served as 

organs for eoo:p.omic betterment bu:l::; also as centers f'or developing 
58 

class..,oonsciousness. These were deeply· rooted in the masses, oon-

ducted illegal libraries, held lectures, celebrated workers' holi.., 

days, etc. '.l.'hrough them, the workers were also coached to engage 
59 

in ·the political s·bruggles, for under conditions of the Russian re-

gime, participation in strikes had a poHt:i.cal oharaoter. We have 

the following data on str:i.kes dur:Lng 1897-1900. A ·l:;otal of 312. 

"Were declared, in which 27 thour:iand workers participai;ed. These 

were mostly f'ougrrb for hours and wages and lasted an average of 18 
60 

to 21 days. At the head of.' the movement., on the other hand, stood 

the social-democratic committees, who organized lectures in the 

c:i.roles, issued leaflets and proole.ma-bions» arranged mass meetings 

and demons·brations, and published central organs. 
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li'rom 1901 on, the ranks were very much broadened out in the 

small ·bowns and new regions were opened up. We also find a streng ... 

thening of ·bhe poli tioal struggle and a quick growth in lHera:ry 

activi"l:;y. Perhaps the sharp pe.oe of capitalis·b development iri. the 
61 . 

country was in some way· responsible for this. Yet though the Jew ... 

ish workers were more advanced ·bhan their Russian counterparts, they 

had to wai'b for the awakening of the peasantry and ·bhe indus·brial 

proletariat before embarking upon a large-scale political battlee 

At this ·bime ·bhe Jei.'Tish labor movement also spread through 

L:L thuania and Poland. It grew in s·ba:ture and endeavored ·bo lead 

all the oppressed sections of 1Tewry and to revolutionize all the 
62 

oppositional elemen:l:;s within the Jewish community., In shor·b, ·bo 

f:l.g;ht against absolu·bism in its own interes·ts. Thus, the Kishinev 
63 

pogroms evoked in 1903 about 1'72 strikes and 30 demonstrations, in 

~ddi ti on :bo tears and wailing on the par1; of the Jewish middle-

class elements. The membership of ·l:;he Bund consisted of about ·l:;hirty 

·bhousand strong, who formed a solid phalanx against the infil tra ... 

tion of Zionist ideas irrbo their ranks. In the report ·l:;o ·bhe In

ternational Socialist Congress at .Ams·be:t•da.m, the report submit·!;ed 

by the Bund referred$ for instance 9 to the deleterious influence 
61 

of Zionist national:lsm on the Jewish working class. 

Un1;iJ. the events of' . 1905, ·the Hund formed the s·brongest Social ... 

Democ:re:bio party in the country. It was already established when 

the Russian proletariat was still seeking or
6
1,anizational :~OP,4nSe 

It thus became ·bhe mod.el for ·!;he othe:t• groups. It had a sfrong 

party apparatus and disc~pl:'.tne, while retaining a cer1;ain aloof• 

ness from the R.S.D.P., adopting what has been termed by one of' 
66 

j_ts critics,, 11 a separatist-nationalist outlook11
• Being largely 

petty-bourgeois in composition, based as it was on handwork labor 



; 

primarily, it vacillated between the various streams of Marxist 

thought$ occupying; a cen:bral position bet-ween Menshevism and :Sol .. 

shevism. It was very ac·bive in the pre-revolutionary period and 

was soon caug;h"t; up in the r:l.sing ·bide of insurrection. It also or-

ganized self-defense corps during the pogroms which the government 

sponsored to "drown ·the revolution in Jewish blood11 
• It was even 

ac-t;ive in propagandizing ·l.;he army, particularly among Jews who were 
67 

suffering from discriminations. 

:~e.~J}:.:·:nnu arl;d 11~ism11 Tlu•eaten the Bund 

During the first stage of. the Bund 1 s growth, two tendencies 

ma.de a momentary appearance, which, after they had been overcome, 

left .·bhe movement more strengthened and solidified., The first was 

the effort to win the Jewish laboring classes to an acceptance of 

the policy of Economism in the perv·er·ted form wh1.ch Zuba·tov, ·bhe 

Moscow head of the secre·b political police, presented. The second 

·was the abortive attempt at adopting an :i.mitation of ·terrorist po ... 

licy. 

At the end of ·the nineties, ·!;he polioe author1.ties sought to 

influence the Jewish labor movement to renounce political activity. 

This took the form of repressj.ve aC't;s as wall as a more subtle tech

nique of planting within the proletariat the germ of 11 leg;aliza:tion11
• 

In 1898~ 70 Bundi.s·t leaders were arrested. During their s·t;ay in 

prison, Zubatov, who had declared a:l; one time: 11 Be kind to the ,Jews; 
68 

they will then do everybhing for you 11
, impressed some of them with 

the possibilities of the evolutionary development of trade unionism,, 

under ·bhe aegis of the government. The full significance of this 

can be appreciated if we bear in mind that union ac·bivity was re

garded as illegal a.11 this ·l;imc:i. The capitulation of certain ele-
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ments to Zubatovism opened a ne"@' chapter :l.n Jewlsh 11~bor his-bory111 

In 1901, the Jewish Independent Workers w Party was organized in 

Minsk. I·b at·backed the Bund for using the economic organizations 

solely as a means of revolutionzlng the masses and maintained tha·b 
sg 

workers could belong ·l;o any politi. cal group ·bhey desired. It lead 

strikes, wbich at times were successful, because of previous i'avor-

able con·bac·l;s wi"bh the employers,. According ·bo documents now avail ... 

able, a number of its members also kept in close touch with the 

police, submitting reports which subsequen·bly revealod their sub ... 

servient loyal·by ·to the Czarist autocracy. Under the guise of mak

ing ·the labor movement legal and non-political, they actually sought 
70 

to sell out the interests of the workers• Yet the Bund could ·:not 

be crushed. It survived this ordeal as well, for it was too deep .. 
'71 

ly rooted in the Jewish proletaria:b. 

As a result of an internal crisis which was precipitated by " 

the feeling of helplessness ·bhat s.wept through meny· sections of' 

the movement, terrorist sentiments oame to expression in 1902. 

The police had been more brutal than usual; street demonstra.tions 

were beaten baok; the underground atmosphere in which the Bund ope:r-

ated likewise contribu·bed towards the weakening of faith in t,he 
72 

mass form of struggle against oppression. Thus 1 when on May 1, 

1902_, in Vilno. a number of workers were arrested for pal:"bioipation 

in a demons'l;ra·bion and whipped~ Hersch Leokort retaliated by shoot-
73 W.iJr.• 

ing at the go'Vernor .. general. He was hufig. TM.1:1 caused a deep com-

motion within the ranks of the Jewish workers, who hailed his deed 

as an act of great revolutionary significance. Even before the 

even:b~ a proclamation by ·bhe Bund praotj.cally bes·bowed its blessing 

upon ·bhe desire for revenge. Consequently, the fifth Conference 

of the Bund in 1902 passed a resolution to ·the effect that "organized 
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revenge 11 might be used in answer to the police brutalities, though 

this did no-t imply approval of terrorist ac·ts. 11 The honor of a 

revolutionary party demands vengeance for the degradation of its 
74 

members 11
, :1:1; declared• 

All of this formed part of the crisis through whioh the Bund 

was passing in 1901-3. It was isolated from ·the industr:i.al prole-

tariat of the coun·bry and brooded over its defenselessness against 

repression. It was going through a ·transitional stage in the course 

of its maturing into a full-fledged political-revolutionary force• 

Its previous agitation had touched directly on the workers• needs 

and produced concrete economic gains. The masses, however, could 
75 

not keep pace wi·th its progress in ·the political arena. A'I; the 

same· time i·t was seeking ·to adapt its elf fo ·bhe Russian revolution-

ary movement, carrying on a polemic with Lenin's newspaper, the 

11iskran • r·t j_s important to unders·tand ·the basic issues of ·bhis 
76 

controversy, for not only did its echoes resound in New York City1 

it also influenced to a certain extent the e:ttitudes of the Jewish 

labor movement as it came into being in o·ther parts of the world 11 

!_he_!_~:?..~~l Que.s~.~.£.~ 

When the Bund joined the R.S.D.,P. in 1898, it was allowed to 

.function as au. autonomous group~ having an independent sta:tus on 

questions relating to ·tho Jewish workers. Un·til 1903, when the 

party was not active as a unit, the Bund follovred its own course 

of development and slowly evolved a posi'tion on the national ques ... 

tion• At first its leaders naively believed that their movement 

was merely a momerrl:;ary phenomenon,, that the fall of Cza.ri.sm was im

minent and that Jewish rig;h·t].essness would soo1i' be removed., But 

w:i.th ·time,, these hopes failed to mater:i.alize. At the ·third Bund 
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Conference in 1899, the question was therefore raised of replacing 

the demand for ci·bizenship equality with that of national equality. 

This 1 however, was rejec·bed on the grounds ·that such a request would 

distract "the attention of the proletariat from its class interests 
77 

in favor of national :l.n·berests" • 

Yet the following yeru: saw a reversal in attitude. A resolu-

·\:;ion was acoep·bed in favor of national-cultural autonomy. Special 

e:x:tra-terri torial national institutions were sugges·l:;ed ·bo provide 

for the cultural needs of the various peoples within the Russian 

Empire. The R.s. D.,P. was also to be built along federated lines, 

according to the na·bionalities, who would have their rop:reserrl:;a ... 
78 

tives in,the central party organs. For, the Bund contended,, ·the 

defense of special Jewish interests could only be guaranteed by a 

specifically Jewish organization, since the general and larger tasks 

monopolized the interest of the party. This desire to be uthe sole 

representative of the Jewish workers" was condemned as the 11na·tional 

demarcat:lon of workers" and bitterly at·baoked by Lenin.. Absolute 

unity "l\'m.S needed in the struggle against Czarism, he maintained• 

As a resul·I:; of.' this difference of opinion, the Bund lef1:; the R.S. D.:P. 

:i.n 1903. This outcome evoked a storm of discussi·on in Jewish labor 

circles everywhere, for i·b came as a. sudden shock to all Social:i.st ... 
79 

minded people• 
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SECTION THREE: IN 'rl'JE MAELSTROM OF THE 1905 REVOLUTION 

The ou·bbreak of ·1.:;ba Russo ... Jo.panese War, ·bhe mobilization of 

the workers in defense of the oppressive Czarist regime, the eco-

nomic crisis and the unemployment that resulted--all of ·bhse pro

vided the background against whioh the Russian working class began 
80 

to wage an intensive political oarnpaign. The Jewish wage-earners 

were also drawn into the struggle against the autocratic govern-
81 

men·(:; and contributed their share to the rev·olu-f:;ionary years. "In 

·the Western governments and in the Kingdom of' Poland, the Jews 

played a conspicuous role in the revolu-tionary movement 1 counting 
82 

a.is they did a large number of organized workers"• This is the con-

cession.wrung from the liberal-bourgeois historian Diibnow who, how-

ever, :makes U·btle mention of the econorn.ic, poli'l;ical and ag;itational 

struggle waged by the Jewish labor movement in 1.ts own right. 

The Masses Take ·t;o the Barricades 
"'--- d" ... ""--~ Ill 'tt.lilf: __.. 

The bloody January 9 events J hailed by ·the Bund as the be gin-
83 

ning of the Russian Revolution, found an echo among the Jewish mas-

ses. 11Let all streets become a battlefield" was the slogan hurled 

forbh in a proclamation of 113,000 copies issued by the earl; ra.J. com-

mi ttee • Pro'l.;c-3 st meetings were held along with strikes• Though po

lice te:rror and bru-l:a.lli ty were used to crush this upsurge, demands 

f'or the es·bablishment of a democratic republic, a consti tutj.onal 

assembly, the end of war and militarism, the 8 hour day, etc. were 
84 

:made. Indeed the Jewish proletarians paid a heavy price f'or theil!' 

revolutionary ardor, much more than did those bourgeois represen

tatives who p'laced before the government peti'bions asking for a 
85 

gradual amelioration of their lot. Though the police threatened 

with pogroms if demonstrations were held, ·(:;he latter did take place 
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in about 70 places. The heig'_,h"l; of the Jewish revolutionary wave 

was ree,ched with the even.ts in Lodz, Warsaw and Odessa, where bar-

ricades were erected a.nd police terror was resisted. 

During the terrible :massacre at Bialystok and the various at

·l;empts to break up the meeting places of the workers, the Jewish 

wage-earners showed unsual heroism as vrell as the willj.ngness to 
87 

die in the struggle against Czarist tyranri:y. The police repress~on 

may have weakened but could not des·l:;roy ·l;he Jewish labor movement. 

These events revealed the solidarity and the potential revolu-bion ... 
88 

ary power of the Jewish masses. They also helped to dissemina:te 

sociaJ. ... democratio ideas amongst the toilers. As the delibera·bions 

of the sixth Conference of the Bund indica·bed, the org;anization was 

ready and. willing to broaden its influence amongst all sections of 
89 

the Jewish proletarie:b. 

The Labor Movement Advances 
_......._~~-------------------

The protest strikes of January, which were of e. political cha-

:ra.cte:t•, lead directly into the strike movement~ of February, which 
90 

were wag;ed mainly for eoonomio demands. The Jewish workers were 

primarily involved,, for agitation m:n.ong the Russian population in 

the Pale was very weak. Here, too, the labor movement was one ... sided, 

consisting largely of Jewish elements1 hence little contact was 

maintained with those non-Jewish groups that were employed in the 

large factories., The latter were thus often an easy prey f'or pog ... 

rom :i.ncitation. This was not ·l;rue of Poland, where the general 

91 
working class was well organized• 

The rev-olu·bionary upsurge created many opportunities for a 

mass trade-union movement. New strata of workers were bro ugh'I:; in~ 

such as employees in merchandizing establishments and household 

I 
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servants. Unions were organized everywhere, particularly after the 

manifesto of' Oo·bober 30·bh was issued. Legal Jewish-Sooialist organs 

made their appearance. The unions established dur.i. ng the period 

of 1905-7 were Sooialist in spirit., just like those ·that were foun-
94 

ded by Socialist leadership in New York City. The Bund now repre-

sented a :mass s-l:;rength of forty thousand members and lead the 

entire Jewish prole·l:;ariat. 

Pogroms were soon, of course, the order of the day as ·the re-

gime sought to quench the revolu·bionary fires in Jewish blood. The 

Black Hundreds 1vere set free to pillage and destroy. But ·bhe Jewish 
95 

workers in turn organized self-defense corps. s·tudents and non ... 

Jews of.ten rallied to their help. Protes·bs and demonstrations were 

held. · The October 1905 pogroms did not affect ·bhe northwestern re-

gions, where the Bund was strongly intrenched. True, in m:umner 1906, 

Hamel and Bialystok were also caught in ·the wave of pogroms, bu·b 

these were already in the form of punitive expeditions organized. 
96 

by the gover:mnell"b against ·the Jewish masses. 'rhat in essence these 

massacres were counter-revolutionary and not merely anti-Jewish ma-

nif'estations u:bilized by the press and ·bhe government to make ·bhe 

Jews as a scapegoat for the insurgence of ·bhe working class is seen 

from ·bhe fact that Jewish Black Hundreds were also organ:lzed in oer ... 
97 

·bain par·bs of Poland. These were made up of assooia:bions of Jewish 

owners who wru1ted to provoke the workers in order to break up 
98 

their ·bra.de unions• 

Bund and Burgeois at the Ballots 
--.....-. 11 .......... e=tii"mn"-~ 

'l'hat the Russie.n Jews did not always behave as one entity is 

indicated by the conf'licrbing at·bH:udes adopted by the bourgeois 

and proletarian elements toward ·the political concessions which ·bhe 

Czarist regime was compelled to make. All the liberal groups in 
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the counh·y were demanding the establishment of a parlia.:montary form 

of' government. The existing Jewish institutions naturally enough 

joined in this campaign. 11The need for a non-partisan polH;ical 

orgfµlization to direc·l:; the struggle for Jewish emancipation which 

was to be waged by all classes of J'evr.ry--outside the small fraction 

which had already been uni·bed in the labor organization of the Bund--
99 

was universally felt 11 , writes Dubnow• The four liberal groups trat 

were formed supported the few reforms introduced by the gover1unent 

and tooltpart in the Czarist commissions. The Bund, however, parted 

company wlth them. "The only organization standing outside these 

federated groups ant\ their common platform of national Jewish poli-

tics is tba Jew-lsh Social ... Democratic Party, known as the Bund., which 

is ·tied dmm by ii.~~{ class program and j.s barred by i·b from co-opera ... 

ting wH;h the bourgeoisie t or a non-class organization, even within 
100 

the domain of' national Jewish interests", conunents Dubnow. Indeed 1 

figh·bing. evorywhwe against the candidates of the Jewish bourgeois 

par·b:i.es ~ the Bund conducted important work in the development of 
101 

the class-consciousness of ·bho Jewish proletariat~. It boyco·bted 

·the fix·s·b Duma and conducted an independent campaign in tlw second 

and third Dumas, which were likewise supported by the various war ... 

kers s organizations. 

The a·ttitude of ·the Bund to the first Duma was one of violent 

opposition since i·bs purpose was merely to aot as consul·bant ·bo the 

Czarist regime., rt; therefore organized strikes and demonstrations 

ago.ins·!; partioipa·b:ton in the elections, using even synagogues to 
102 

influence the Jewish voters. The Zionist-Socialist groups also 
103 

supported th:ts campaign., For despite the glowing prom1.ses of the 

government, the repression continued. 
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Dubnow, one of the lee.ders of the Jewish Peoples 1 Party, rep

roached the Jewish re vol utionarie s with ":national betrayal~'\) He 

a.t·taoked their vj.ew tha:b the pogroms were counter-revolutionary, 

maintaining that the Jews were victims of massacres merely because 
104 

of their Jew.tshness 0 The Bund, on the o·bher hand, insisted time 

and again 1 ~::hat the pogroms were directed in the main against ·bhe 
105 

enemies of the Czarist regime. The J,ewish bourgeoisie, depressed 

and down-hearted, soon los·t interest in the s·bruggle with Czarism. 

An ao't;ive fighb vras even waged on the pa.rt of the religious ele• 
106 

merrbs, agains·b the further ac·bivities of the Jewish radicals,. But 

the working-class elemerrbs were no·b despondent. They endeavored 

to broaden their ao·bivi·by and to organize new groups. They pub-

lished organs and tried to rally ·bhe Russian workers to join·b re• 
107 

sistance to ·l:;he pogrom spirit. 



SECTION FOUR: REACTION AND RECOVERY, 1907•14. 

111907 was the orisis year in ·l:;he history of the emanc:l.pa·tion 
108 

movement in Russia in general and of the Jewish one in particular 11
• 

As a result of the poli·blcal, economic and social reaction that 
. W9 

flourished, increased emigration now took plaoe. A new element at 

once appeared in the ranks of the refugees. After ·the pogroms, it 

was largely the bourgeois sections of ·l:;he destroyed and pillaged 

cities that flocked to ·bhe borders. The wave of repression that 

soon swep-b the country, on the o·bher hand, drove e:vmy Jewish workers 

from ·their horoa s and oata.pult ed almost the whole vanguard of the 
110 

pro:gressive forces ·l:;o American shores., 

The Revolution in Re·brea.t 
---... -~-,,,,,a-..__.......,. 

A severe economic crisis soon exacted a very high toll. 1'he 

development of handwork production was stunted. Jewish laborers 

were removed from ·their positions because of their revolutionary 

leanings and replaced with the more ba.ckward peasantry., Conflicts 
111 

even cropped up bejiween the Jew:l.sh and Polish workers. Li·btle prog ... 

ress seemed to be in s·bore, for though the rising; capi·l:;alis·l; class 

had welcomed the support of the working masses in the connn.on strug ... 

gle against the i'eudal landlords e.nd Czarism, it was not inclined 

to grant those demands of the proletariat which affec·bed :lts own 
112 

pa.rticule..:r irrberests. As a resuH; of these conditions, all ·bhe 

Jewish Sooial:1..st par·bies lived ·l:;hrough a very oritioal s·l;age and 
113 

endeavored to s·trike some bargain with the existing order. 110nly 

~ the Bund, as a more signifioant organization, remained during the 
114 

reaction and showed some weak signs of lif.' 0
11

• Yet i·b too suffered 

many defections in the ranlts, as a number of intellectuals, active 

workers, and 11fellow travelers" deserted when ·they sensed the ap• 

• / 
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p:roaching coun·ter-e:(:;tack of the regime. 

The economic offensive now fell into the hands of the employ ... 

ing class, which sought ·to take back all ·!:;he concessions it. had been 

compelled to grant previously. Lockouts now became a common occur• 

enoe. About 120 manufacturers' associations were built Jco present 
116 

a united front agains·b the workers' unwillingness to retreat. For 

the latter did not at once give way. From February to October of 

1907, fo;r instance, the Bund engaged in 114 clashes with capital, 
117 

most of them being; of a defensNe na·\;ure• In Lodz, to cH;e anoth9 r 

illus.tration,, 30 ,ooo wage-earners were thrown out of work and yet 

attempted ·bo resist the employers' attack,, receiving; in the mean ... 

time help from other workers' organizations. Hpwever, the Jewish 

laboring masses were upon the whole rather helpless in this one ... 

sided bai:;tl.e. Unemployment was on the increase, vicious competi ... 

tion fo;r jobs and higher wages flourished int heir own ranks while 

demoralization spread in all trades s and partioularly amongst the 
118 

brush and leather workers. 

The repression had enforced a position of illegality on ·!:;he 

Bund and the other trade unions. In fac·b, labor organiza·b:i.on was 

on the decline. The emp\Loyers grew ever bolder a.s they recognized 

·the ineffectiveness of ·bhe prole·bariat•s organs of defense. 'l'he 

Bund in 1908 had dwindled in strength ·l:;o such an exterrt that i·l:; 

could claim only about 50 ac·bive organizers and abou:b 500 members 
119 

in its poli ticaJ. party orga.n:tzation,. Yet though the masses were 

disillusioned and though many could not readjust themselves to the 

new cdndi·bions demanded by the 11underground11 existence of the eco-

nomic and political bodies, their past organizational experience 

and the growth of new forms of struggle stood the Jewish workers 

in good stead during these critical days. A periphery of legal 
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institutions was soon developed around the oore of illegal activity. 

The workers sough·!; and found new forms. Thus, in 1908-10,, 

when the Yiddish cultural renaissance blossomed for·l;h among the de-

mocre:tic intelligentzia., it won many followers as vrell in Bundist 
121 

circles,. Musical~ literary and dramatic socie·ties, of a working 

class composH;ion, also came in-to being.. Here,, in addition to purely 

aesthetic ·l;hemes, political soc:Lal problems were mised and dis-

cussed., Evening classes were organized, which e:xer·bed a strong re-
122 

volutionizing effect on the Jewish toilers., But al though some ima-

gined that the Socialist movement would be able thereby to ma.intain 

itself, they were doomed to disappointment. The surveillance of 

the government and the pover·ty of iri:telleotua.l talents mitigated the 
123 

full effectiveness of this cultural revival., 

The Bundists now also concerned ·l;hemselves to a larger degree 

with specifically Jewish ques·bions,, such as ·the competence of the 

Kehillah structure and cultural autonomy. Until now, ·they had a 

negative _atti'.l;ude ·toward the contral religious body of Russian Jewry, 

bu·t;, under ·l:;he impact of new even-ts, s·brove to convert the Kehillah 

into a. demoore,tic body, freed of its s·l;rictly religious aspec·ts and 
124 

satisfy1.ng· the needs of the Jewish inassEH:le They at·tended\the 1909 

Kovno meeting of alJ. the Kehil1e.hs and instituted a fig-,ht against 

the Jewish plutocracy, demanding progressive ·taxation, equal, direct 
12 5 

and secret voting and many o·l:;her improvements. Yet although ·l;he 

seventh Congreqs of 1910 adopted a. resolution Jco i~his effect, no 

permanent results followeds The Kehilla.hs romained in the hands 
' 126 

of the middle-class e lenie:rrts .. 



The Return ·bo Life 

Soon, however, the turning point in ·bhe fortunes of the Jevr-

ish labor movement crune. The g;round had well been prepared by the 

small groups that kept the hope of emancipa:bion aflame during the 

days of the S·l:;olyopin reaction. For ·though ·bhe :i.n·bellectuals and 
127 

bourgeois youth had left ·bhe working cle.ss to shift for itself_, no 

fresh start had to be nm.de when the revival took place. The ·bran-

sition from crisis to re ... birth was marked at the eighth Conference, 
128 

hel.d by the Bund in 1910. Only six months ago, even the legal or-

ganizations had been smashed and a nu]&lnber of leaders jailed,.· Yet 

21 delegates appeared to build a new structure on the old founda ... 

tions. l!1or the first time :i.n the his·bory of' the Bund, the proceed .. 
129 

ings were held in Yiddish, since mostly workers were present. 

Another reason for this innovation was the desire 1.;o star·b preparing 

for the l'u-bure national ... cultural e.trlionomy wh:tch ·bhey hoped to achievl7 
130 

in ·bhe struggle against the Czarist regime. 

These signs of growth were the direci; outcome of the economic 

recovery which appeared :i.n ·l;he Pale of Se·btlemen·t in 1911 and las

ted to the outbreak of the Wi:i,r • The unions revived and part:i.ci ... 

pated in s·brikes wherever possible. In other pibaces, illegal so-

cieties were formed. In fao·I::;, strikes occurred in Warsaw and Lodz 

in protest agaj.nst ·the dism:tssal of Jewish workers in trades that 
131 

were being mechanized. The econom:i.c clashes whetted the appetite 

for political questions, as the Russian revolutionary· movement 

again ca.me to life ai; this time. In the midst of. ·bhi.s country-wide 

' awakenint~, the Bund once again came to the fore as ·the champion of 

rip;hts for the Jewish working class and as the organ:i.zer of its 
132 

bat~le for emancipation. During the famous Bailis trial, while 
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the petty ... bourgeois prayed and fasted, it org;anized strikes in 17 
133 

cities, in which about 50,000 workers participated. This marked 

the first open and dra:mat:i.c man.U'estation of resurgence on the 

part of the Jewish proletariat during the dark days of' reaction. 

Soon, however, ·the World War brought new respons:i.bilities which 

the Bund was called upon to meet; but here our story must end. 

' 



CHAPTER TWO: BACKGROUND 
THE GROWTH OF THE AMERICAN LABOR AND 
RADICAL MOVEMENT 
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Introduction 

"As fl. product of' .Arnerican oondH;ions, the history of the lo .. 

cal Jewish labor movemen·b is naturally only one chapter of the to-
1 

·l:;e.l account of the general class-struggle in America. 11 r-t; is there-

fore p;ra.c-bicalJ.y impossible to trace the development of trade-

unionism among the newly-arrived Jewish settlers since 1880 w:i.-l:;hout 

portraying the larger background of capitalist development as well 
2 

as labor and radical activity in this country. 'l'ho J°<'lw:i.sh. labor 

movement did not e:x:is·l:; in a vacuum; it was very of·l:;en a ba:btleground 

for various revolutionary ideologies and was therefore affected by 

the numerous splits and factions ·bha t rocked ·bhe radical movement. 

Trade-union acti vi-t.y and Socialist thought, furtheDmore 1 we:re like 

two straining ourrenl:;s always merging and separating their ways 

among the local Jewish proletariat. Some indication of this is gi ... 

ven :i.n the disoussj_on of the influence of radical parties on the 
3 

Jewish labor movement which we shall discuss in a later chapter. 

Having thus established the per·binancy of this ·bopic to our general 
labor 

·bhesis, we may now proceed to a description of the American/and 

radical movement from J.880 to 1914,. 
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SFlCTION ONE: TRB RUDFl AWAKimING OF LABOR, 1880-86e 

There was a great driv·e for organizing labor in the eighties 

as a result of ·the growing prosperHy and the 11 danger from a flood 
4 

of. unskilled and skilled iromigrants 11 e 'l'he new industrial revival 

lead to an increase in trade-union membersh:.i.p which manifested it-

self in the establishment of city central bodies and the bh·th of 
5 

many national trade organizations. It not only created ·the neces-

sary economic conditions for the emergence of the .American Federa ... 

ti on of Labor bu·t made possible ·l:;he upsurge of the unskilled sec ... 

·!;ions of the proletariat within the Knights of Labor. Thus sudden 

spurt in J.abor 1 s rise was featured by a sweeping and mili·bant strike 

moven:i-ent, in which anarchist forces par·bicipated with great vigor, 

and which marked the appearance of the Socialist l,abor Party as an 

important factor within the working class. 

The Skilled Workers Federa:l:;e 
-- ~ • • -t rr• 

Strasser and Gompers, impressed with the Brittish pattern of 

trade-unionism
1 

endeavored ·bo shape Amer:i.oan labor into the same 
6 

mold 'bu·b were not entirely successful. Yet i;he insistence of the 

future ·theoretician and first president of the .American Federation 

of Labor upon a craft basis and a sound financial policy, including; 
7 

benevolen·I:; and protective features) in the long run carried the day. 

In 1881, at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, ·l:;he Federation of Organized 

Trades .and Labor Unions of America and Canada was brought into ex~ 

istence by 104 delegates. Its purpose was to be 
11 

a labor clearing 

house and legislative agency along the lines of the British Trade 

8 ti Union Congress • The ne:ic-b few conventions, however, were not well 

received; ·the representa:bives of the Knights of Labor withdrew ani 

111 the attendance dropped considerably. The platform, based upon a 

' 
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ra.dical declaration of principles, embodied p~l:t tico.l demands, which 

were rejected by a numb.er of national trade unions, thus alienating 

further support. The result was that these deliberations represen ... 
9 

ted only one-fourth of' the orp;anized workers in the country. 

In 1886, however, a number of 1.ndependen:li national unions called 

a convention. The f'oundersjof the Federation took advantage of this 

opportunity and merged with the new embryonic organization to form 

tho Jimerioan Federation of Labor. The growth of new body was ins·lian ... 

taneous. .At the 1887 gathering, about 618 1 000 members were repre-
10 

sontede Its polic:l.es as established were: l. the avoidance of ra-

dioal economic ·!:;heories; 2. effor·!:;s to win sympathy from the general 

public and the employers; 3. the trade agreement method of adjusting 
11 

disputes. In time it became something like a labor aristocracy, 

interested in preserving; ·bhe privileges of the skilled workers and 

unconcerned with the plight of' the rest of the proletaria:be 

!,1:,e •. J?.1;i..@P.!~ of' Labor Advo.nce 

At the same t:tme activity vms evidenced from another d.irection41 

Unskilled labor was also on ·!:;he move. Hav:i.ng no channels of expres-

sion, it drifted into the anomalous Kn:lghts of Labor, formed since 

1869 as a seore·t organj:za·bion,i. This firs·!:; 11revolutionary labor 

organizc-1.tion of national proportions and influence" advoca'l~ecl the 

public ownership of. the utilities and took in skilled and unskilled, 

male and female, and black and white workers., It likewise attracted 
12 

radicals and advocates of. all sorts of panaceas. As a result of 

the.attacks made upon it by the press, clergy and corporate capital, 

i-b came out i:ato the open in 1878• Its membership then grew by 
13 

leaps and bounds• Be ginning vr.i. th 50, Hl4 followers in 1883, it shot 

up ·bo a total of 702,924 in 1886. It became the largest and the 

\ 



strongest union of unskD.led and semi-skilled laborers in ·l:;he Uni-

ted States. Its main field of activity, however, was confined to 

the co-opera·l:;ive movement and to parliamentary action, i'or the .. 
leadership was opposed to strikes and boyco·b·bs and strmre ·l:;o deve-

lop it as an idealistic, all-inclusive labor organization whioh 

would 11 educate the workers in humim and class sol:i.darity 11
• Actually 

"humanitarian and religious impulses were at the root of its orea ... 
14 

·b:i.01111
• 

Bu·!; j:l:;s membt:n:•s wani;ed immediate advantages and the rank and 

file therefor1:1 participated in many militanl:; strikes., A great doal 

of solidarity was often displayed, even though the behavior of Pow
lb 

derly, who lead the movemerrl:i, was far from being enoourag:i.ng. '1.'he 

vague· nature of this organization is clee.rly reflec·l:;ed in the varying 

estima:te g:i.ven of ·l;he K$ of L., by the different historians. Though 

it exp1·essed a :radical ·bone in itB deolaration of independence~ 
16 

the latter soon became a dead letter. The leaders did not want it 

to be a pure labor organization but rid;her one seeking to raise "i:he 

level of all producers by a general attack on the monopolis·b~ finan .. 
l'? 

oie:r and legislator• Its great contribution lay in its service as 

an eduoa~cional ins·l:;rument and as the voice of those sections wi'l;hin 

the labor mov·emen·b who timo a.nd again fought ·l:;o break through the 

bEtrrie:i::s ·which the orai'"li unions ereotod against theme 

The Socialist Labor Party Emerges 
·---------.~·--· ·--

Whereas tre.de-union organization was a d:trect result of the 

oapitulis·b development in this country, the rise of radical par-

ties, ded:Loated .to changes in the sooi~1.l order~ can be attributed 

in part ·bo the influx of' imrrd.gran·l:;s during ·l:;he second half of the 

19th century.., Since it is beyond the scope of this thesis to 

tree:!; of the early radicoJ. organizations, our study will begin 
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with the appearance of the Socialist Labor Party in 1877. The active 

agi"bational role which the Socialists played in the railroad strikes 

of that year, the spirited political battles in wh:ich labor engaged 

• in several impor·tant industrial cities during 1877-80 and the s·brong 

influence which the German inrrn.i.grarrts, wi"bh their advanced theo:re-

t:loal lmowledge and organzing ability, exerted, helped to establish 
18 

the new political party in the country. Its members endee:vored to 

teach the wox·kers and to develop their class-consciousness. The 

s.1.P. ran its own candidates in 1877-79, and backed the Henry George 

campai[91. in New York City, when the trade unions, bee.ten :i.n a le gal 

battles in the cour·cs, were eager ·to turn to politics for redress 
19 

of ·bheir grievances. Yet not more than 10% of' its membership was 

native, while all of i·l:;s leaders wore of foreign birth. 

!"b continued to make progress in the last fif·been years of ·lh e 

century, particularly among the foreign-born workers, v..nd especi

ally the German ones.. 11Let us not conceal ·bhe truth; the S.L.P., 

is only a German colony, an ad.junc·t of the Gorman-speaking Social-
20 

Democracy 11 declared one of its leaders,. It was also limited to -the 

:New Yo:rk City area., Nevertheless 8 H did not represent a united 

body of opinion. Serious differences arose already at the 1887 

convention on the question of independent political action and the 

e:bti tu de toward trade unions, which were bound to lead to splits and 
2J,. 

factions, a concomi·bant phenomenon of the radical movemen·t every-

where in ·bhe world. It was for· the most part a sectarian organiza ... 

tion, not always successful in its endeavors to Americanize itself 

and to sffe1Yb ·bhe. destiny of ·bhe American labor movemerrb.. Wi·bh \A)~~ft 

success H; accomplished i·bs objectives, we shall se later on., 



The Demise of .Anarohist Influence 
~,,...-•. --... -----

The d.obacle of the Anarchist movement as a result of ·bhe Hay

market affair in 1886 contributed quite a bit ·t.;o the renewal of' 
22 

St..>cialist strength. Until that time, howe·ver, tho former occupied 

a prominen·b position and played a significant role in labor acti vi

ties of' the mid-eighties. For ·the years 1885-6 marked a sharp in-
23 

crease in -!:;he strike and boycott movem~nt. Particularly notworthy 

were the great railroad struggles ae~ainst Jay Gould :i.n 1885,, in which 

the K. of L. participated, providing money and leadership. Suddenly 

in 1884, the Federation of' Labor adopted a resolution to ·bhe effect 

that "from 1\rlay 1, 1886, e:i.ght hours shall constitute a legal work-
24 

day and that all laqor organ:i.zations shall prepare for it"• It 

called upon the workers to lay down their ·bools to enf'qroe the de

mand which at once became a fighting slogan for labor. Even though 

the K11 of L. leadership looked askance at the militant strikes 

that resulted, the rank and file, numbering abou·t.; 340 ,OOO d.i.d par ... 
25 

ticipate,. 

This was a grand opportunity for Jche :followers of syndioal:i.sm,. 

This was to be the crowning glory o:f their endeavors, for ,although 

their movement was relatively young, ·l;hey· eJ.ready represented a 

powerful influence in radical circles. They believed in mass pro• 

letaria.n action and the taldng up of arms in a general revolt,. As 

a result of their militancy and de.ring they had o:btracted many fol ... 

lowers, particular],y handicraft workers who were uprooted on aooou1rb 
26 

of the new indus·l;rial development. Since Chicago served as the oen-

ter of their activity, the city became the focal point of the 8 hour 

day agitation. Excitement ran high there and the agitation seemed 

to be riding on the waves of success. But the explosion of the 

bomb on H.ayrnarke·b Square lead to the arrest and conviction of the 



men that "were not only the backbone of the local Anarchist move-

ment but also were among ·the most prominent and influential leaders 
27 

of the 8 hour day agitatio1111
• Their trial was 11 the grossest traves-

"' ty :i.n gustice every perpetrated in an .Arllerioan oour·l; 11 , ·!;hough some 

of the defendants were later acquitted by the liberal Governor 

Altgel't. The fatal incident, however, proved to be the final and 

closing chapter in the history o:f.' the Anarchist movement in this 

country. The latter soon los·l; it~s trade union basis and became 

confined to small and narrow groups in the East. 
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SECTION TWO: THE A.F. of' L. TRIUNJPH.ANT, 1886-1900 

With the decline in streng·th of' ·the KniglTbs of' Labor~ a:Cter 

188,tJ, the A .. F. of L. ts growbh became very much acoelera:ted. A de-

·termining factor was of' course the economic dev·alopment of the 

United States in the decade of Jche nineties. For by tha·t time ·bhe 

transformation of the country from i·ts agrarian charac·ber to a.n in-

distrial economy had been completed. Trusts were developed and 

monopolies established with the result that America now occupied 
28 

first place in capitalis·t economy. 1rhe craftsmen naturally took 

advantage of ·bhe situation to become strongly intrenched and to de-

fend their group interests. A"ttempts of the S.L.P. during "l;he per-

iod to penetrate first in·to ·the K .. of L. and then in·to ·the A.F .. of 

Le were spurned. TM.s lead De Leon to launch his Socialis·b Labor 

and Trade Alliance, the firs·& adventure in dual unionism. A large 

number of strikes and bloody labor ba:btles also featured this de-

cade 3 while one of them in particular wi tnesse.d ·bhe emergence of' 

gugene Debbs in ·bhe poli tioo-eoonomio life of tho country. 

The Knights Break Their Le.noes ___ ,_.........___ ____ •lll04*1 .. ·-· 

The conflict between the K. of' L. and the A .. F .. of' L.,, which 

began in 1882, when the former 1 s delegates absented themselves from 

the oonvenl.;ion of tlw early Federo:bion, took on more serious pro ... 

portions after 1886, finally leading to the disappearance of the 

Knights from labor's ra.nks. A great enmity developed between the 

i"'1Jlro organizations, as a resuH; of the dane~er of' absorpi;:i.on by the 

Order which the crafts seemed to sense.. '.rhe rupture~ however~ di.d 

not take plaoe at once., Attempts at uni·by and reconoilia:bion were 

often undertaken, only to be rejec·bed by the K. of· L. The latter 

organ:i.zation, furthermore, ref'used to limit itself' to ac·bivi"l;y 
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among the unskilled. With ·the election of Gompers ·l:;o the presiden

cy of the Federa·bion$ the feud broke out in greater intensity then 

ever before • 

• This cle.sh was inevitable in view of the decided differences 

that existed be-tween the two movements,. A:l:; the heart of the con-

flict was the division between skilled and unskilled lnbor, craft 

and so=called industrial unionj.sm as well as the rival ambitions 
29 

of the leaders of both groups• The heads of the K. of J.i• contrib-

uted ·l:;o ·l:;heir own dovmfe.11, for their posii~ion on -l:;he 8 hour day 

strikes could not help but alj_enate support as well as orea:l:;e in-

ternal dissension. 'rho decline of their organiza·bion, though fore-

she.dowed by ·l;he numerous defeats suffered in the •86 strikes and 
30 

th~ resul"l:;ant dissatisfaction, was, hovJ"e-ver, in the ma:in due to 
the very nature of the movement. The K. of L. did not rest :i:bs 

hopes on the workers organizing politically and eoonomioally. It 

was too s·l:;rictly centralized. '.l'he autocratic demeanor of the offi-

cers and the complicated ritual tha"l:; survived made matters worse. 

In general its very composition viM.ated its influence, for it con-

tained' a min.orit-y of pe·l;ty-bour geois individuals and well-·bo-do 

farmers who of"ben as no"I:; undermined its streng·bh,. It likewise 

la.eked a clear economic and political program, made no effor-l:; to 

arrive a·b an unders·banding; with the other trade unions for joint 

action, while r•eceiving the most strenuous opposition from the capi-
31 

talist elements of ·l:;he country. Thus not being victorious in its 

labor disputes or successful in the co-operatives and politics, it 
' 32 

fell apart because of its own inertia. With its fall, the movemen-b 

of unskilled workers almost disintegrated1 and the field of action 

was left for the skilled craftsmen,, 
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The A.F. of L~oves Forward 

Bu·t:; the trade unions organized in the A.F. of L. continued to 

grow. It was a gradue.l and perhaps painful process which lasted 

"'!fell into ·bhe twentieth century.. By 1889 the membership reached 

a ·l;otal of' 200 1000; in 1898, it had increased to 300 ,000; and by 

1900, H; had jumped to 775,ooo. Together with the railroad bro·l::;her-

hoods, :i.t represented about one million vrorkers, a very small per ... 

centage at that of the total labor population :i.n the country.,, Du-

ring ·bhis pe:rliod, its 11non ... partisan11 policy in poli·bioal=parliamen ... 

tary action, which has rero.e.J.ned ·bo this day 5 came into being. 

For Gompers Jcho trade union 'beo1:.une the end-all and be-all of 

the workers' efforts to improve their status., He advocated the ad ... 

dition of beneficiary features ·to tho unions and a;b all times dis-
33 

played his intense dislike of Socialism and state in·t:;erferenoeo 

His philosophy left a deep impression on the movement which ho had 

helped -bo establish and whose destinies he guided for a long time. 

This period also witnessed the grow·l:;h in the membership of ·bhe 

S.L.P. By 1899, it had 350 branches. kt firs-b it join.ed other 

"workingmen' s 11 parties bu·t soon it set out along the road of inde-

pendent political e.otivi ty.. From 1893-8, the vote it mus·bered in

creased from 25 1 000 to 82,000. But its successes in the political 

arena were not deemed suff'icient; it ·therefore endeavored to pone ... 

trate in·to the labor organizations. There, however, it met with 

several rebuffs and was ingloriously routed. 

The influence of the S,.L.P. on the trade union movement was 

very weak on account of i'l~s small numerical strength and ·bhe con-

fused attitude-.. a state of mind which oi'ten eyen created internal 
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dissension--H; held toward the latter. Yet H~ was active in the 

city central bodies, controlling the United German Trades and the 

United Hebrew Trades of New York City. At first it remained on good 

t'erms wlth the K. of L. and ·bhe A.F .. of L. but the rupture soon be ... 

gan to -develop. Thus, in 1890, the New York Central Le,bor Federation 

was denied a charter by the A.F. of I..1. beoe.use i·b contained the New 

York section of the S.,L.P. and hence was not a ''pure and simple 11 

trade union. In 1895, De Leon, who was ·l;he ou·bstandi.ng and most 

dominating f:i.gure of the Socialists, was refused a seat at the K .. of 

Le convention.. As a result, De Leon, who had been using abusive 

language qui"l:;e extensively in a·btaoking the 11 labor faker" leaders, 

es'.bablished the Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance in open opposi-

tion to the na·l;ional labor movement, thus renouncing the hope of 
35 

ever winning over the 11corrup-b 11 bodies ·l:;o Socialism. 

De Leon had resorted ·l:;o this tactic because of his failure to 

capture the K. o:t' L., which he was scheming to do through his con-

trol of the New York Dis·l:;riot Assembly 49. '.l.'Wo hundred charters 

were soon issued in ·l:;he first three months. The stronghold was 

naturally New York and ·the membership reorui·l:;ed for the most part 

from the German and Jewish trade unions.. This r:i.sky adven·bure in 

dual unionism, however, declined within three yea.rs, for in addition 

;co the dictatorial policy of its leader, 11 i"bs inconsistent and ra-

ther vague a:ims and its highly centralized and antiquated system 

of organization rendered it inefficient for practical labor s.trug-
36 

gles"• By 1898, only 114 out of 22'8 constituent organizations sur-

vived. In accordawe with his dog,1natic approach, De Leon con"bin

uously narrowed its influence, until it 11became a little seot on 

the economic f:i.eld as iJnpo·l:;ent as the political sect wh:i.ch ran i·t, 
37 

the S.L,.P .. 11 



Internal conflicts also tore .away at ·bhe heart of' the s.1.P,. 

OnE.l split took place in 1887 on the relathre importance of trade 

union versus political activity. The New York group won out as 

agaj.nst the Chicago contingent, which inclined more towards .Anar .. 

chis·b sentiments.. The movement soon recuperated and began to in-
38 

crease its forces. In 1889, fourteen Jewish sections were formed,. 

However, a second fight bet-ween De Leon and his opponents broke out 

in 1899. This found the Jewish Socialists also arrayed against him. 

Although he won the legal bat·l;le, De Leon could not retain ·the ma-

jori ty of the membership and his organization consequently clErberi-

ora·bed. One of the results of this long drawn ... out struggle ·was ·bhe 

founding of the 11Vorwarts 11
, the Jewish labor daily, which we shall 

39 
discuss in a later ohapte~. 

The Era of Militant Strikes 

All the above labor and radical a.cti vH;y took place ag;ainst 

a background of :E'er;rn.ent within ·\:;he trade union movemen:b,. As the 

fruits of victory gedned in the 1886 struggles were soon los-b, the 

A,.E'. of L. convention announced ·bhe renewal of in·bense ag:ttation 

for the 8 hour day on May 1, 1890. The K. of L. again refused :i. ts 

co ... operat1.on. Yet the idea of" a general strike 1ms soon fsivon up 

by the initiators themselves and ·!;}10 movement was clissipated 1 when 

it was to decided to win this demand solely through the individual 

efforts of the various na·b:i.onal unions. The campaign of the oar-

penters was suocessful in 137 cities; ·bhe miners,, on ·!;he other hand.11 
4:0 

declined to proceed, cla:tming weakness in organiz1;1.tion0 

The development of big industrial corpore:bions and the growth 

in produc·l:;ive power created the economio basis for ·bhe various 

strikes of this decade, which were conducted on a largo scale and 
41 

11 infrequently shook the on·bire industrial. foundation of the country". 



They were brief but in·bense in character and were defea-bed for ·bhe 

most par·!:;. Of these the Homestead and Pullman strikes of 1892 and 

'94 respectively seemed to set ·bhe ·tone for the measures employed 

to bring such conflicts ·bo an end. For e:b th.is t:i.me the courts and 

the ~ili tia began to exert an influence on ·bhe se·btlement of eoono·· 
oil 42 

mio dj_r$pu-bes., The injunction, called a "new form,. judicial tyranny", 

was brought over from England and served to break strikes, for the 

leaders could be jailed without trial by jury. State and i'ederal 

militia were also utilized to put do1J1m labor s·brif'e• These were 

new weapons in the hands of the employers to bring the workers to 

terms,.. 

. The crisis of 1893-7, which threw million out of woi·k, did not, 

however, break up the trade unions, as had happened in the past. 

The organized labor movemen·l:; survived the ordeal and became a sta ... 

ble factor in the struggle of the proletariat for economic ainelio ... 

ratj.on. llifensive strikes were conducted against ·wag~) outs in 1894, 
43 

in which about 750 1 000 workers were involved. Perhaps the most 

dramatic evr:mt of this period was the beginning of industrial un-

ionism as embodied in the establishment of the American Railway U11.., 
44 

ion by Debbs in 1893, with e. to·bal of 150 ,000 members and 465 locals. 

The s;t.rike lead by the new organization which 11reaohed the hand down 
45 

to the leas·b skilled in ·bhe railroad service 11 was finally broken 

and ii;s future effectiveness des-broyed,, But it marked the coming 

on the American radical scene of a new figure who vro.s destj.ned to 

place the Socialist forces on a fi±ml basis and lead i"\:;s pol:i.tical 

bat·bles, the afore-mentioned Debbs. 



SEC'l'ION TIOOJE: NEW CHALLENGES TO ORGANIZED LABOR, 1900-14• 

The enormous indus·br:tal expansion of tho country as signified 

by the grovrbh of large-scale production as well as its centralize.-

tion not only crea·bed an increase in -l:;he number of workers bu·b also 

brought into play large unorganized armies of labor. The gigan·bic 
46 

trusts ·bhemselves called for'ch formidable trade unions. During 

this period, over 13 million immigrarrl:;s arrived at ·l:;hese shores and 
47 

penetra:bed into ·bhe basic industries,. Included among them were the 

·!;ens of thousands of Jews from Eas·bern Europe who helped lay the 
48 

foundation for strong Jewish labor unions,. In addition, the crises 

of J.90rf and 1913 provided plerrby of ammunition for the exponerrbs of 

:t•e.dical ·l:;hought.. At this time the Socialist Labor Party began to 

fill an importaIJ:b place in the political life of the ne:bion and 

ran candidates for public office with a cer·bain measure of success. 

Similarly, the Indus·l;:rial Workers of the World~ hi.\iled by one his-
49 

torian as 11 the industr:tal Ku Klux Klan, these Am.erioan Bolsheviki
11 

$ 

·a:nd by another, as the 11united front of ·l;he n1ilitant, revolutionary 

labor forces .... the expression of the unorganized, unskilled wor ... 
50 

kers 11 , delivered its challenge to the status quo and struck a new 

no·l;e in economic strife. The Amalgama·bed and the International 

Ladies 1 !Blarment Workers Union also appeared on ·bhe scene in these 

deco.des, lead by a vanguard of Jewish employees of the swea:bshops, 

and brought order into their chao·b:tc industries. 

The Labor Organizations Expand 
...... ·-·- 'II• ___ ,,_ ... MW .. 

During the firs·b fourteen years of the ·l;werrbieth century, ·bhe 

A.F .. of' L .. membership more ·bhan doubled in number, increasing from 

a total of' 675
1
000 to that of' ·l:;wo million. This development was, 

however, oonf':tned to the skilled sections of the working class, 



who monopolized ·l;he trade unions• No attention was paid by ·l;he 

Federa·l;ion to the unskilled. The former even expressed opposition 

to any but ·l;he craft form of organization at i·bs 1903 convention •. 

It continued to affirm its old political s-liand and accepted co ... 

operation with the National Civic Federation, which was established 

in 1906 ·bo bring about collaboration between labor and capital. 

The coal miners conducted strikes in 1900 and 1908. The Jew-

ish and Italian workers of ·bhe clo·bhing industry developed,._ progres

sive1 semi ... :i.ndustrialized, socialistic and militan:b labor organiza ... 
51 

tions. The r.L.G.W. Union,, which came into existence in 1900 and 

oriented itself toward socialistic aims, remained a weak body till. 

the 1907 and 1909 heroic strikes encourag;ed the workers ·bo join 

its ranks. Several years later the Amalgama·l;ed was born out of' a 

struggle within the United Garmen-b Workers of America. Perhaps be~ 

cause the needle trades workers were almost exclusively :foreign-

born, their unions were 11more radical or progressive than any other 

set o.f trade unions in the country., They were led by Socialists 
52 

or ·l:;heir sympathizers 11
• 

The Socialists E:nter ·l;h.e PoHtical Arena ....-....-.....;- ill ,,, _________ _ 

During ·this period, the Soc:i.alists at last became a political 

force in the country., 'l'his was not accomplished, however, before 

their organiza·bions had undergone a deep transformation. li'or the 

S.L.P., had been founded when Socialism was an academic idea rather 

than a popular movement. Its followe,rs were few in mumber, largely 

of a. European background, moving wi·bhin limited otrcles and keeping 

very li·btle in contact wi·bh the native population., Their procedure 

and administration were "those of a society of students and scholars 
53 

rather than of a poli·bical party of the masses .. 11 It was soon apparent 
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that the highly centralized form of the party, its dogmatism and 

severe discipline could not a·bbraot the large masses of workers. 

A new orientation was indeed in place. 

A shift in this direction was evidenced when Debbs organized 

the Social Democracy in 1897. '.rhis was a "motley assor·bment of 

hiunanH;arians and idealists", which hoped to establish co-operative 

farms in one state and thence to spread the idea throughout the 
54 

country. But these colonization schemes opened the door to a.11 
55 

kinds of social reformers and even to Anarchis'l:;s. The Socialist mi-

nority therefore left the 1898 convention and founded ·bhe Soc:i.al 

Democratic Party, which believed that ·l:;he 11trade tmion movement and 

independen·b political action are the chief emancipating factors of 
56 

the working class 11 • At the same time the S~L .. Pe split its forces. 

Its Rochester faction at once gegan negotiations ·with Debbs' orga-

nization and finally in July, 1901 brought into being the Socialist 

Party of the United S·bates. The latter 1 s first conven-bion was 11·bh.e 

larges·b and mos·b representa·bive na:bional ga·bhering of' Socialists 
57 

ever held in this country 11 
• Only 20 peroen-b of ·l:;he delegates were 

foreign-born. 

Whereas ·the S.L.P .. declined in streng-bh and influnnoe, the 

new pa;rty grew and made contacts vd:bh the unions, especially with 

those in the needle trades, always pu·l:;ting up a s·l:;rong fi.ghi.~ for 
58 

its principles. Its followers even became active in the A.F. of L. 

to such an extent tha·b their resolution in 1902 for the 11overthrow 

of the wage system11 was defeated only by a close vote. Ac·bivity 

on the political fron·I:; yielded good resul'Gs 1 for in i:;he 1904 pres ... 

idential elections, Debbs amassed a total of 400,000 votes. By 

1912 the Socialist vote jumped to about 900,,000 when about 56 mayors 
59 

were elected ·l:;o off:lce on the party pla·bform. The size of the mem-

bership also grew from 50,000 in 1909 to abolrb 118,000 in 1914,. 
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Thus the "tide of Socialism was rising in ·bhe Uni·bed Si;ates" up to 

·bhe ·world War days be ca.use it was making headway in 'c.he old ·bra.de 
60 

unions e,nd among the native .A.meriv-an W'f.tge earners. 

The 11Wobblios 11 At·back the Soci1':1..l Order 
• ~ ..... -·---~ ......... t ...... -~ 

But the mos·!; outstanding event of this period was the appear-

ance of the American variety of syndicalism in the form of the In-

dustrial Workers of ·l:;h.e World. This organization came into bej.ng 

in 1905 as a result of the merger of the Western Labor Union, foun

ded in 1898 by the Western Federation of Miners, the Socialis·b Labor 

Par·t;y and a dlumber of small radical groups, all hostile to the 

A.F. of L., because it was exclusive in character and accepted the 
61 

capitalist order •. It thus served as a bridge between the organized 
62 . 

workers in the Wes·b and the class-conscious ones in the East. Debbs, 

De Leon, and Bill IIayvFood were its godfa:bhers.. It was opposed to 

craft unionism and the clique of 11 labor politioiansn at the head 

of ·t;he A.F. of L. and believed squarely in class struggle and indus-
63 

trial unionism. It made its primary appeal to the unskilled and 

the foreign-born, the unorganized and ·bhe poorly paid workers, 

stressing direct economic action and opposing poli't;ical aotivi"t;y·., 

It adopted an uncompromising position against the State and sought 
64 . 

to supplant it by a labor union administration. 

But the I.w.w. too oould not escape the curse of factionalism. 

The second convention which represented 60,000 workers developed 

a split, which lead to the withdrawal of. the Western Federation of 

Miners. .Yet the fi{;ht between the political and industrial fao .. 

tions of th~ movement cont.inuedJ with the result that in 1908 two 

rival organizations were set up, the Chicago one alone remaining 
65 

after a while to carry on the banu.er of j_ndustrial unionism. It vvas 

at this juncture that Dabbs left this labor body,. 
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Though the I.w .. w. did not organize large masses of workers, 
66 

:i.t conduot;ed spasmodic :revolts. It led some splendid battles for 

the betterment of the economic lot of the toilers and showed great 

courage and fearlessness~ althoug1lacldng in stability. nit v1as 

a :rebel band of foot-loose fighters 11 • rt was not interested in 

building lasting organizations but held. to its ideal of creating 
67 

11 one big union" for all of American labor. Its most drrunatio vic-

tory took place in the textile strike at L~wrence in 1912, which 

was conducted by unskilled workers of various nationalities, mostly 

women. Similar conflicts spread throughout New England, while the 

prestige of the I .. w .. w. grew in alarming proportions, the membership 
68 

at I,awrence alone reaching a total of 14,ooo. Yet its very oompo-

sition and the fact that Anarchist influence began to dominate the 
69 

movemen:'c finally lead to its ultimate collapse. There existed too 

much looseness and decentralization in its o:rganiza·l;ion. It refused 

to sign agreements or to save strike funds J and as a result resor

ted to direct action and sabot;age. This na·l;;urally e.roused the vio

lent opposition of the employing class as well as~lienated labor 

sympathy. The persecution which resulted from its activities during 

the war. years brought the end to this band of 11violen·b mili tant;s 
70 

who call themselves the Industrial Workers of the W6Rld"• 
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CHAPTER THREE: MOTIVE POVVER 
TiiE RUSSIAN•JEWISH IMMIGRATION 
TO THE UNITlrn STATES 
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Introduction -----
11The mass immigration of Jews which began in 1881 and contin• 

ued until the World War is responsible for the formation of a dis-
1 

tinct working class" within the .Amerj.can-Jewish connnunity. Until 

that time, the Jewish i:mrn.igrants, most of whom came from the mid-

dle-class elements of Western Europe, shu:tll1ed the shops. They 

turned to trade and conunercial activities and in due ·time formed 

a specific social-economic, as well as religious group within our 
2 

growing conununi ty • 

It was out of.' Eas·tern Europe that the Jewish. proletariat, 

"moving in a body,, expecting ·to make America its home", constitu .. 

ting for the most part a city popula1~ion, ·the largest proportion 
3 

of wll.ich consisted of skilled workmen, brought the reality of trade-

unionism to our people on these shoi•es.. The influences of the old 

and new home soon converged to form one of the most interesting 

segments of the Ame1•ica11 labor movement. It became dis·tinguished 

in many respects, in that its leadership was affected to a large 

degree by the Marxian stream of thought and the revolutionary tra

cli tions_ of a foreign land, that :i.t tended to reveal the same cha-

raoteristics that singled it out in Russia, and that its persol'.lllel 

was always changing. 

In fact it was the steady mass migration that made the Jewlsh 

labor movement possible. For "probably among no other nationality 

does the economic condition change more rapidly than among the Rus-
4 

sian Jews in the United Statesu. Few considered it as their perma-

nent lot in life to remain :i.n the condition of laborers for wages. 

They sought to improve their status individually and to prepare their 

children for stores and offices ra·ther than for shops and f.'a.c-tories. 

I '1 
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However 1 the enormous flow of nevr irmnigran·bs constantly recrui tad 

and increased the army of Jewish workers. "Thus the Jewish work-

ing clas-s has been permanent since 1880 but with a changing per-
5 

sonnel" • 



SECTION ONE: THE ECONOMIC STATUS OF TEE RUSSIAN JEV{S 

~· 
To olearly understand why the immigrants concentrated in those 

industries which later formed the backbone of the Jewi.sh labor move-

ment in this coun·bry it is essential to study their economic back-

ground in Russia. Dr. Isaac Rubinow 1 s analysis of the 1897 census 
6 

is the best English work we have at hand. A summary of his more 

pertinent findings will therefore give us a view into the general 

conditions that obtained among the inunigrants in their native en-

viromnent, especially if it, is supplemented by the introductory 
7 

chap"l:;ers in Joseph's excellent treatise. 

1. The Jews 6 constituting only 4% of the entire Russian popu

lation and totaling about 5 1/4 million in round numbers, were res

tricted ·to ·the 25 provinces of Poland,, Lithuania, White and south

western Russia. About 94% of them lived in this area, generally 

designated as the Pale of Settlement, where they formed about 12% 
8 

of the general population. This territorial concentre.tion was fur-

ther e.,ccen-tua·bed by the congestion in the cities and towns which 

re sul te d from the 1882 11May Laws tt,, whose intent was to pro hi bit 

settlement in rural districts. This deflni:bely established the 

urban charaoter of the Jewish population. Altogether 78% of the 

Jews · :i:•esided in the cities, composing about 38% of the total urban 
9 

population. True, the Jews were a commercial and industrial race 

prior to their arrival in Poland~ and as such were pre-disposed 

to residence in the large centers; yet nowhere did they form as 

large a pa.rt of the urban popula·bion as in we stern Russia. Here, 

the Jews were e,ssentially "tow.a dwellers in the midst of preponder

atingly rural populations". This was not entirely due to the Czar's 

restrici:;ive measures. One of the chief reasons for this was their 
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ocoupa·bional status. 11Th0 Jews as an industrial and commero:bal 

people constitu·l:;e one of the main elements out of which town pop-
10 

ulations are rec:ruited. 11 

2. The occupational distribution of ·!:;he Russian Jews shows 

·!:;hem to have formed a considerable proportion of ·!:;he oonuneroial 

classes and a large percentage of those engaged in industrial pur-
11 

sui·bs. About 32% was engaged in oolill'lleroial ao·bivities; 39% in man-

ufacturing and mechanical work; 3% in agricultural; 5% in profession-
12 

al; 19% in personal service; and 4% in transportation. This was 

their propor·bion in the en·bire Russian Empire. In the Pale, how

ever, the Jews cons-l::;i·buted 4/5 of all persons engaged in commerce 

and more than l/3 of the industrial class. In Lithuania and 'White 

Russia, for instance, ·!:;here were even more Jews engaged in indus

t:ria1 occupations, because of the greater congestion and lower eco-

nomic'conditions. It was here also that the labor movement as well 
13 

as the emigration to the United States were ·!:;he strongest. 'When 

compared wi·bh the non-Jewish population,, the significance of' the 

above-mentioned distribution becomes very s·t;riking. 110f the non

Jews in Russia,, agricul·bural pursuits engaged 61%; manufactmring 
14 

and me ChalliCal pUl'SUi ts l1 15%, and Commerce 1 Only 3%. II 

3 •. About 190 ,,000 Jews derived their subsis·bence from the land. 

Though Czaris·b policy in the first half of the 19th century was 

inclined to attract Jews to agriculture and to encourage experiments 

in colonization, ·the a:btitude of the government was drastically re

vised in. ·the early 60s. Yet even in 1898, there were in exis·tence 
15 

about 296 colonies (excluding Poland), wi'l;h 13 ,059 households, thus 

proving the fi·bness of the Jew for this ·bype of' labor and blasting 

the charge of inap·t;ness to rigid physical work. 

4. 'rhe great majority of Jews, engaged in manufac·l;uring and 
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and mechanical pursuits, were artisans, who nU:mbered more than half 
16 

a million and supported nearly one-third of the Jewish population. 
17 

They formed about 44% of the entire Jewish working population. 

This was undoubtedly a higher proportion of' artisans than a:ny other 

country at the time showed and was no doubt due to i:;he fact that 

. the factory system in Russia was still in its infancy. Theso han

dicraftsmen supplied the immediate wants of the neighborhood 1 pro

ducing goods mainly for local consumption. 11The most impor·bant in-

dust:ry was the manufacture of clothing and wearing apparel, which 

employed more than 1/3 of' ·bhe Jewish working population and suppor

ted more than 1/7 of' the total Jewish population. It was in effect 
18 

a Jewish industry." Practically all the tailors and shoemakers 

in ·bhe Pale were Jew:l.sh. Our people were also predominarrb in ·bhe 

preparation of food products, the building trades~ the metal, wood 

and ·bobacco j,ndustries. Thero were about 259,,396 masters,, 140,528 
19 

journey.men and 101,,062 apprentices., The domestio system was quite 

developed, sinoe inspection and labor legislation applied only to 

the :f'1:.\otories. The az·tiaan 1 s home thus became his shop. This :may 

e:A.-plain in par·b the fac·b tha·t; 76,548 women and young girls ware 

employed as well as a large peroentage of children under fourteen. 

The artisans founded Hevras, which approximated the medieval guilds 

in form. This was good training for the future, for "it was in 

this habit of organization that the labor union propaganda found 

such fertile soil among ·bhe mass of Jewish workingmen in New York 
20 

Cityn. 

5. As a resul·b of. capitalist developmen·b in the country, there 

appeared a rapid growth of industry in the Pale. More.than 1/3 of 

the factories in 1898 were in Jewish hands, while Jewish workers 
21 

were estimated at 1/5 of all ·t;he ·factory employees in the Pale. 
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Though the decline of the economic status of the art:isans in the 

80s drove many of ·!;hem into the factories, the total number of 
22 

such workers was no mor0 than about 100-150 1000. 11While the Jews 

constitute almost one~half of the city population and the conuner

cial and industrial half, only about 20% of the factory workers are 
23 

Jewish"• Leshchinsky in discussing such a discrepancy has placed 

some of ·l;he blame upon the shoulders of ·!;he Jewish manufacturers 
23 

who discriminated against ·bheir own brethern. 

6. The Jews constituted nearly 3/4 of ·bhe commercial class of 
24 

the Pale. They played a prominent role in the grain as well as in 

the general retail trade. The grea:b i1i.ajori ty, however~ of the mer .. 

chM;·bs consisted of petty traders or store-keepers. 11Not only is 

the entire commercial class, which, with the children and depen• 

dents,, numbers almost 2 million, far from being econom::i.cally homo

geneous, but vrl t~~this class an an·bagonism be·bween the employer end 

employee has developed which,, though perhaps not so acute, is more 

extensive than the correspondlng conflict between the :manufacturer 

and his wage workers. 11 There ware probably as many such employees 

as faotory workers, though it is dif:f'ioul"l; to estimate how ma11y of 

·bhe 452,193 Jews reported as employed in commerce were not indepen-

dent tradesmen. 

7 • The participation of the Jews in the liberal professions 

was very large. 11Rela:bhrely seven times as many Jews as Russians 
26 

are found in the liberal professions. 11 Al·bogether ·bhere were about 

58,000 in law, teaching, medicine, the ministry, government service 
27 

and service in public institutions. 



An interesting parallel between the occupational distribution 

in Eastern Europe and ·bhat of the Russian-Jewish immigrants is shown 
28 

by the following table: 

I. Jewish artisan population in Russia and Galicia (1898-1900) 
and Jewish labor immigrants to the u.s.,1900-1925. 

Jewish Inunigration to u.s. 

Branches of handwork Artisans in 
Russia, GaHoia 

Total % of Russ, Gal. workers' 

Male, female tailors 
Shoemakers 
Gonstruotion work 
Locksmiths and tinsmiths 
Bakers 
Butchers 
l!urriers 
Jewelers, watchmakers 
Hairdressers 

-. ---------
162, 860 

73,,480 
48,380 
36,120 
26,940 
26,033 
17,m55 

9,100 
611855 

306,672 
34,977 
49,113 
33,828 
16,521 
18,247 
13,,648 

9,582 
7 ,742 

188.3 
47.6 

ien.5 
93.7 
61.3 
70.l 
76.0 

105.3 
113.0 

'The above helps to explain the strong tendency on the part 

..... ___ ................. i 

of Jews coming from teohn:i.cally-primi tive lands ·bo fill the) ranks 

of the semi-handicraft industrial branches, such as tailoring, oar

perrbry, etc., where the role of mechanical power is not important 

and where ·bhe work is done mos·bly for ·bhe consumer and no·b for a 

national market. 
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SECTION TWO: THE NATURE OF THIS IMMIGRATION 

Russids industrial development and the economic anti-0emitism 

tha:t; arose from the competi·bion between the middle-classes of ·~he 

Jew.l.sh and non-J"ewish populations would alone have necessitated 

some gradual readjustment of Jewish economy. Yet there came into 

being a stronger force that unsettled the economic and socie.l po ... 

sition, in fao·b the very security of the Jews: Czarist oppression. 

nThis governmental pressure which began to be applied at the begin= 

n:i.ng of the eighties beorune e.quivalen:b in the course of time to an 

expulsive force. The only outlet ·bo the intolerable conditions 

that had been created by the forces of' gover11:me1rbal repression and 
29 

oppression: was emigration11 • 

Especially was this intensified during the years af·ber the 

1905 Revolution, when the government recuperated from ·bhe first blows 

of the radical movement and ins·bi tuted its own devastating offen-

sive. As a result of the arrests, pp;groms and endea.vors to drown 

·bhe mass uprising in Jewish blood, all those who in acy way were 

associa·bed wi·bh the struggle against Cza1·ism fled for fear of re·ba-
30 

liatory measures. Tho existence of the Jewish workers, in a spirit-

ual and :m.a:·berie.1 sense a became unbc;,arable and thousands upon thou-

sands left in droves and fled that country which they had soaked 

with thei.r sweat a.nd blood. 

The following table gives us an idea of the extent of the 
31 

emigration vro..ves: 
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II. Jewish Immigration ·co the u.s., J.881 to 1910 

Year Russia Total Year Russia Total 

1881 3125 5692 1896 20168 32848 
1882 10489 13202 1897 13063 20372 
1883 6144 8731 1898 14949 23654 
1884 7867 11445 1899 24275 37415 
1885 10648 16862 1900 37011 60764 
1886 14092 21173 
1887 23103 33044 1901 37660 58098 
1888 20216 28881 1902 37846 57688 
1889 18338 25352 1903 47689 76203 
1890 20981 28639 1904 77544 106236 

1906 92388 :J.29910 
1891 43457 51398 1906 125234 153748 
1892 64253 76373 1907 114:937 149182 
1893 25161 35322 1908 71978 103387 
1894 20747 29179 1909 39150 57551 
1895 16727 26191 1910 59824 84260 

An examination of the above figures reveals that Russia con-

t:ributed about 72% of the total Jewish Inrrnigration i:o the Uni i.-:e d 

Sta·bes, maintaining the same propor·bion for nearly all the de-

ca.des• .This mass movement was one of steady growth and geomet-

rical progression, reflecting in every instance the posi·tion of the 

Jews in Russia. The sudden and frequent rises in numbers can be 

traced to re~rtriotive laws, pogroms, wholesale expulsions from the 

cities or revolutionary terrorism. Thus, for instance, the years 

of the .revolutionary period brought in about half a million Jews 
32 

·to this country. 

Now what types of immigrants entered the United States? A stu

dy of their occupa·bion.al distr:i.bution will shed much light upon 

the development of the Amerioan-Jewish labor movement during this 

period. Thus during the first quarter of the presen·t century, 

992,330 Jewish wage-earners arrived, whereas the number of econo

mioally a.c·tive non-Jews amounted to about 11 1/2 million, v1rhioh 
33 

mean~ that the former formed about 8% of this entiro innnigration. 

.'J 
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34 
The following tables will illustrate their occupational distribu-

tion: 

Years 

1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 

35 
III. The Growth of' Jewish Emigration f':rom Russia 

General total Skilled Tradesmen 
'.\vorlCers' 

24,276 69% 25% 
37,011 68 27 
3'7 ,660 70 27 
37,846 56 27 
47,689 60 25 
77 ,544 67 21 
92,388 ?2 19 
125~234 67 19 
ll4j932 69 19 

Intellectuals 
'fper 106 Enifgrants) 

1.1 
1.8 
1.1 

.9 
1.1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.4 
1 .. 3 

36 
IV. Jewish participation in Immigration of' Workers to 

the United Sta·bes 1 1900-1925 

Years --- ~ 

1900-1901 
1905-1906 
1913-1914 
1915-1916 
1919-1920 
1923-1924 

1925 
1900-1925 

Participation of Jewish Immigrants 
among 

Total Workers Clo1;hing Workers Metal Workers 

34.6 
3'1.o 
33.J. 
16.6 
4.0 
9.0 
3.6 

25.8 

50.7 
56.2 
56.2 
38.5 
9.7 

28.2 
16.,8 
48.3 

20.2 
21.a 
16.7 
7.5 
1.6 
2.9 
1.1 

12.8 

iJIJhat stands out most significantly is the preponder:naoe of 

skilled labor. From Rubinow's study we also learn that 63% of the 

Jewish immigrants during the per:tod of' 1901 to 1906 who were fit 

to pursue a gainful occupation belong to the class of' industrial 
37 

workers. This disproves the sta·tement of'ten made that the Russian 

Jew has for the first ·time learned manual labor i:n the u.s.. "A 

study of the data presented in the Twelfth Census of the u.s. re

lative to the occupation of the Russien Jews in New York City 

shpws that skilled and unskilled labor predomina·te in the various 
38 

means employed by these Jews in order to earn a livelih.ood 11
• 
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According to the following table, over 60% of the economically 

active Jewish workers were craftsmen, whereas this category totaled 

only 15% among the non-Jewish i:rrunigration. But, on the other hand, 

the number of farmex•s and unskilled workers was smaller than the 
39 

percentage in the general mass immigration • 

V • The Social-Economic Structure of the Eoonomioally-Active 
Elements among the u.s. Immigrants, 1900-1925. 

Economic Activities Jewish Immig. Non-Jewish Immig. 
To:Ca.1 • ~ Total .~ 

Industry & Handwork 596,043 60.1 1~719,361 14.9 
Connneroe 100,147 10.1 475,822 4.l 
Farming 24,792 2.4 3,069, 798 26.6 
Liberal Professions 19,620 2.0 261,033 2.3 
Unskilled Workers 102,739 10.4 3,760,213 32.'7 
Domestic servants 123,320 12.4 1,,779,218 15.4 
Miscellaneous 25,769 2.6 456,111 4.,0 

Total 992,330 100.0 11,511,556 noo.o 

:B'urther light is shed on the some question by Samuel Joseph's 
40 

analys1s of. the oooupe:hional distribution of the new arrivals: 

v.r. Occupe:bional Distribution of Jewish Immigran:bs,1899-1910 

.~r.ou;e Number Per cent 

No occupation 484,175 45.l 
Skilled laborers 395,823 36.8 
Professional 7 !1455 .7 
M:i.sce l laneous 186,989 17.4 

Total 1,674,442 100.0 

True the high proportion of' those reporting 11no ocoupation11 

loses much of its significance, if we bear in mind that the Jewish 

immigration consisted largely of permanen·b settlers. "Its family 

movemen:t is incomparable in degree and contains a larger. relative 

propor·tion as well as absolute number of women and children than 

any othe·~ iromigr~t peo~fe." The percentage of skilled labor, the 

high~s·t of all immigrant people~ takes on further significance when 

we notice that out of 590,257 reporting an occupation, 67% belong. 



to the former category. 11Thus by far the most important occupation-
42 . 

al group was that of the skilled laborers"• These were represented 

in thirty.-five trades, the largest group being that of the tailors 

(37%). Garment workers therefore composed practically one-half of 

the errbire body of skilled laborers. 

Some of the above facts receive further elucidation in the fol-
43 

lowing table: 

VII. Professional Structure of !nunig:rant Jewish Worke:rs 
as well as Non-Jewish Ones, 1900 ... 1925. 

Branches of .. Industry:_ Jewish Workers Non-Jewish Workers 
~!!'· "T'O'taI ~m "TOtc-1.l ~ 

Garment 362,642 60.8 388,722 22.s 
Woodwork and Oonstruction 84 1 683 14.2 430,526 25.1 

Metal 46,336 7.8 317,,171 18.4 

Food 42,501 7.1 134,661 7.8 

Jewelery,watchmaking 9,582 1.6 l0,121 o.6 

Printing 9,282 1.6 17,,631 1.0 

Leather 8,017 1.4. 11,344 0.1 
Miscellaneous 33,000 5.5 409,185 23,,8 

Total 596,043 ioo.o l,719,,361 ioo.o 

We thus see that the largest sec·tion of. Jewish workers vJBre 

in the needle-trades. Out of the 339,925 immigrant tailors regis-

tared in American ports from 1900-1925, about 65.1% were Jewish. 

It is of course tl'ue that the vas·b majority had not been employed 

as such at home but since they vrore coming to re]Ja tives who were 

engaged in ·bhe clothing industry and hoped to work alongside of 

them, they already regarded themselves as belong1.ng to this cate

gory. Yet the significance of the above table lies mostly in the 

fact ·bhat it helps to explain the limited function of the Jew:i.sh 

workers in the American labor movement, for fully 95% of them were 
44 

oonoerr(;rated in' what may be considered the 11light11 indus·bries. 

A more detailt3d ane.lysis of the occupa:l:iional dis·bribution and the 

growbh of' the various branches of' industries into which ·bhe ilnmi

grants penetrated from 1900-1925 is found on the. following p'f::[e'. 
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IMMIGRATION 1ro THE u.s. Oli' JEWISH VWRKERS, AH.TIS.ANS, ETC. 

Occupati~ 

1 2 3 4 (~ 

0 6 7 8 9 

7,031 1,300 1,618 1,617 1,527 2,,559 804 662 1,917 

5,981 1,811 1,284 1,152 1,570 1,874 799 379 1.,999 

6,110 1,704 1,285 1.,183 1,4:62 2'.,618 808 375 2,246 

9,223 3,315 1,614 1,680 2,177 2,600 1,131 380 2,363 

16,,426 3:o814 2,763 2.,574 3,885 4,,632 1,970 ~:$61 3,4,64 

22,334: 3,657 3,824 3,496 5,320 6,289 2,84:9 620 4,596 

18,418 5,845 2,353 2,339 3,780 5,462 211297 1,880 3,495 

21,779 6,877 2,606 2,765 3,954 5.,394 2,,287 2,373 3,534 

14,882 3,578 1,931 1,858 2,,615 3,J.61 1,257 1,948 2,416 

6,862 2,259 1,125 945 1,251 1,578 582 1,250 1,574. 

12,852 4,3?5 1,955 1,693 2,,069 2,644 1,145 1,927 2,580 

12,681 8,043 1,829 2,003 2,333 2,,841 1,220 1,369 2,,635 

12,154 6,462 1,881 1,895 1,933 2,142 976 1,214 2,297 

15,408 7,,282 2,569 2,,407 2,712 3,,133 1,,423 2,,285 3,842 

19,793 12,,403 2,814 2,797 3,324 311737 1:0827 3,349 4i843 

l.· Men t;ailors 6 .. CarpeU"bers and BuiJ.ders 
2. ~romen tallors 7. Painters and Glazers 
3. Shoemakers 8. l"aruners and F'arm hands 
4. Bakers and Butchers 9. Dealers 
5. Lock and Blacksmiths 



SECTION THREE: ADJUSTTuiENT TO AMERICAN ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 

It was not merely a fortuitous oiroumstanoe that the new immi

grants concentrated in ·the large cities and formed ghettoes in New 

Yorkll Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago and Cleveland~ or ·that by 1890, 

about 135,000 out of ·t;he 200 1 000 Jews in New York City were crowded 

into the East Side. It was ne:bural to expect the distribution of 

the i1mnigrant population to follow ·!;he same lines of industrial con

centration within the oountry 1 and at that time, the industries 

were largely to be found in ·bhe East. About 70% of the Jewish im-

migrants likewise remained in New York City because that was the 
46 

best place to wage the struggle for economic survival. 

But the metropolis had another attraction: it was the oent~r 

of ·t;he needle industries, which soon became the main employers of 

Jewiah labor. The infiltration of Jevnsh immigration into the 

clothing industries, howave1·, followed an old pattern, for it seems 

that ·bhey were ·t;he first resource of each of ·bhe alien raoes tha·b 

arrived in this country, the more recent arrivals driving out ·bhe 

older employees, and all using the sweating system as a s·bepping 
47 

stone to more lucrative fields of endeavor. The manufac·buring; of 

olot~ing was predominantly an innnigrant industry as far as ·t;he la ... 

bor material and the oapital invested vrere concerned• It was star-

ted. by immigrant ·I; ailors from England and Germany, was in turn de

veloped by middle-class Jews from Austria, Poland and Russia and 

was later carried on by other immigrant groups. "It is extremely 

probable", wri·bes Rubinow in 1906,, 11that at present ·bhe ~jori ty 

of Russian-Jewish workers toil for Russian-Jewish employers 11 e 

And certainly by 1890 the Jews '.l).a.d gained the entire con·brol of fue 
49 

clothing industry. Their role, moreover, -was far more cons-bructive 
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than that of ·t:;he other na:bional groups, for they created new mrbhods 

of division of labor and specialization of trades in the manufac

turing of clothing in order to has·ten and make cheaper the process 
50 

of production. 

We find that ·l:;he development of the needle indus·bries ccbinci
early 

ded with the great Jewish immigra:bion of this/period. This is il-
51 

lustrated by the following table: 

VIII. Progress of the Clothing Industry in the u.s. 

Men 1 s 2.!<?.~h~~S. 

No. of Establishments 
No. of Workers 
Wages Paid 
Worth of Products 

Women's -2._~~~i~ 

No. of Establishments 
No. of Workers 
Wages Paid 
Worth of Products 

1888 

61466 
111.,389 
$45,940,352 

$209,548,460 

562 
25,192 
$6,661,,065 
$22,924,894 

1890 

18,658 
243, 857 
$111,389,672 
$378.,022.,811 

1,224 
42,008 
$18,812,787 
~~75 ,042 ,,010 

The next table also shows how prevalent ·l:;he needle industries 

were among the Russian Jews in New York in ·the early part of the 
52 

t-wentieth oerrbury: 

IX. Occupa:l:;ional Distribution in New York 

Men Women Total --
Dressmakers 314 l,948 2,262 
Hat & Cap :makers 278 298 576 
Milliners 68 668 736 
Seamstresses 1,,286 4,021 5,307 
Sewing machine operatives 273 273 
Shi:rt,, oollar & cuff makers 1,043 509 1~652 

Tailors 20,323 3,304 23,627 

Total in needle trades 23,\l312 11,021 34jl333 
To·tal in manufacturing & 44,160 14,362 58,522 

mechanical pursuits 68.9 
58.6 Per cent in needle trades 52,8 76.8 



The following facts will help complete our picture of the ad-

justment of the Jewish innnigrants to the industrial conditions of 

.America: In the 1880 census, out of 133,756 tailors, the foreign• 

born constituted 61% of the total; in 1890 /1 ·!:;hey formed 71% of ·l:;he 

185,400 then in the coun·bry. The increase oan be ascribed largely 

·bo the heavy tide of Jewish immigration. In the 1910 report, Jews 

formed in Baltimore 30%, in New York 25%., and in Chicago 13% of the 

pe1•sons ·l;o be found in the clothing il1dustry. Fur·bhennore 3 Jews 

lead all the other natio:nali·l;ies in the number of immigrantlt ailors 

from 1900-1930, forming in the decade 1901-1910 1 as much as 69% of 
53 

·bhe total. 

We oan readily understand why the. American working class was· 

afraid lest the immigrants reduce wages and upset the structure of 

trade unionism. In fact, even the general Executive Board of the 

United Garment Workers, consisting with one exception of Russian 

Jews 11 adopted in 1905 e. resolution to the e.f'feo·b tha·l; the increas-

ing immigration lowers the living standards and represents a menace 

to the axis-bing unions and consequently it favored the illiteracy 
54 

test and the head tax. However., it was not long before people re-

cognized the Russian-Jewish workers as a f,ighter within ·the ranks 

of the American labor movement and an effective force .f'or the bet-
55 

terment of the working conditions. 

In the early days of the 1880s there d~oocur one or two in-

stances in which the Jewish immigrants threatened to come in serious 

conflict w:i.·bh the cause of the American laboring olass, as in the 

New York longshoremen' s strike of 1882. Since then 1 however, "Jew-

ish workers have been amongst the most faithful members of the va

rious trade unions of the country11 and a.:mong the fol'.'emo st in the 

struggles in behalf of the working class' interests, writes Abe 
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56 
Cahan in 1906• For the Russian inunigrants had acquired familiarity 

with the principles of organization in their home country. The 1905 

strikes, for instance, outmatched the labor union record of any 

other country at the time, involving as they did about 3 and a· half 

millions workers. The BundJ as we have already seen, also served 

as a good training ground. 

It is no doubt true /1 as some observers have pointed out, ·bhat 

the Jewish workers were not always familiar wi"bh the demands of pro-
57 

letarian discipline nor filled with class~consoiousness. No sharp 

lines of demarcation existed between the workers and the con·brac• 

tors, who themselves had formerly been employees and who often sa·ved 

as tools in the hands of the manuf'ac·turers. Yet the report of the 

Immigration eommission of 1907 .. 10 indica:bed that "practically 36% 

of the total number of olo·!:;h.ing workers in New York were organized." 
58 

Of ·!:;hese. 60% were Russian and Polish ·Jews. In the country at ·1arge, 

on the other hand, only about 25% of the male wage earners were af

filiated with trade unions. The report of the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics for 1902 also showed a. total of 20,000 workers in the 

specifically Jewish unions of the Borough of Manhattan. If we con

sider that the total membership of the unions in the same borough 

was about 150,000, the prominent role of the Jewish workers in the 
59 

metropolitan labor movemen:I; will be easily appreciated. This ques-

tion w:i.11, however, be discussed at greater length in the follow-

ing chapters • 



CB:A.PTER FODIZ: IDEOLOGY 
ANARCHIS'r AND SOCIALIST INFLUENCES 



Irrl:;roduction 

The general trade unions in ·t;his country arose$ as in the West 

European lands~ prior to the appearance of' :Marxis·I:; parties. The 

Jewish labor movement, in contradistinction, came into being, fa•' 

thered by the various radice.l and intellectual elements~hat had en

tered the country along wi·bh the great streams of' East European im-

migration. In this respect, it approximated developments in Russia. 

The Jewish Socialists, and to a lesser degree, the Anarchists, felt 
l 

it was their historio·b ask to organize the masses, though their 

propaganda met with a great deal of' resis·l::;anoe at first. Yet they 

s·l::;:r.ove with unbounded idealism to overcome the indifference and the 

competitive individualism of' the newcomers$ many of whom were still 

full of nostalgia for the old home or dreamed of possible emergence 

from their present economic s·tatus. · Int heir work they were of 

course aided by the unbearable shop and tenemell'b conditions and by 

the natural growth of class-consciousness among ·bhe exploited of 

·l::;he sweat shops e1 

The increased influx of. immigra·bion after the 1905 Russian Re-

volution removed a great deal of the dif'i'icul ties that s·l::;ood in 

the way of Socia.list agitation, for the second generation of arri

vals had already experienced in some measure the benefits of orga-

nization and Marxian ·bhought in the old ghe·b·bos. The Bund had been 

their training center and the S:trugg;le against the Czar had served 

as the.ir school master. It was during i.;his era that the Jewi.sh la-

bor movement crune of age and prepared itself' for the brave economic 

battles that swept through-t'he needle trades. 



T1·ue enough, radical influence had some negative qualiti.es too 

and was not always of beneficerrb value to the Jewish wage-earners. 

There were always those with ready_ .. rnade blue ... prints for the build-

ing of a better society who were impati.ent of any deviation from 
2 

their views, and who used the labor movement as the battle-field 

for ·bheir Utopias.. Yet, despite their faults, it was these dreamers 

and so-called visionaries who must be fully credi-t;ed with molding 

and welding together wha·b was then the largest Jew1.sh working class 

in the world into an educated and self-conscious social and econo~ 

mic force. 

In addition to ·the influence exerted by the Russian revolu-

tionists abroad and in this country, that of the Germa:ri radicals 

contribu·l;ed quite a. bit to the ideological growth and cultural en-
3 

lighteriment of the East Side residents. Most, llonas and Shewitch 
4 

were idolized by the Jewish intellectuals. The United German Trades 

served not only as the model for a similar organ:i.zation amongst 

the Jewish laborers but also quickened the la·t·ber 1 s progress in 

assimilating '.Marxist theory. 

In· this fact perhaps lies ·l;he uniqueness of the Jewish labor 

movement. Its miJ.i·banoy, advanced political consciousness and high 

educational level a.re no doub·I; due to ·the influence exerted by the 

various. radical groups who regarded the working class as the crea ... 

tor of a new social and economic order. Socialist and Anarchist 

alike, in this period, found a ready and fertile soil wherein to 

sow the seeds of new dreams and hopes. 

. i 
i: 

:1, 
'I 
ii. 
;I 
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SECTION ONE: THE RADICALS SPLIT INTO TWO CAM:PS,1880-90. 

The outbreak of pogroms in 1881-2, which served as the harbin• 

ger of the new policy of oppression in Russia, once again aroused 

the wanderlust of the Jewish masses. 11 0ur poor classes ha'll"e only 

hope left for them, that of leaving the country. 'Emigration, 
5 

.America', are the slogans of our bretb.ern.u Thus was the cry raised 

in the provinces of Russia. .And as the flood-gates were lifted, 

a veri"l:;able tide swept across the ocean and deposited its cargo at 

our shores. 

It was at this time that ·bhe n.Am Olam11 movement, the first so-

ciety of its kind to plan the regulation of Jewish i:mnu.gration and 

to direct certain of' its streams to productive work on farms in 
6 

Pale st~tne or America,; crune into being. I'l:;s founders endeavored to 

bring order out of chaos and to help reconstruct the tTe11vish future. 

Particularly noteworthy was the work of Michael Bakal and Moses 

Herder who f'ormula·bed in Odessa,, on Shabuoth of 1881, the idea of 

establishing agricultural colonies in the United States. 
11
0ur 

thought was to live in the open ins·bead of being 'shu·b-ins 1 who 

lived an artificial life ••• to become tillers of the soil and thus 

shake off the accusation tha·I:; we were mere petty mercenaries, liv ... 

ing upon the toil of others", writes one of the moving spirits of 
7 

this movement. 

Though it was purely :nationalistic in sentiment, a number of 

revolutionary-minded youths won an influence amongst the various 

emigrating groups tha:b were formed under the auspices of the 
11
.Am 

Olam11 organization.. The form.er even. proposed to establish Conunu

nistic farm colonies in this country. They also agitated amongst 

the other imrnigran·bs-, conducted discussions and constructed plans 

I 

! I 
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for their fu·l:;ure co-operatiV'e existence. Thus, the Odessa contin-

gent, consisting entirely of Socialist-sympathetic elements, pre

pared the cons·l:;itution f!Jf its projected colony while still in Brod, 

which was at that time the center of emigration. Some even began 

living in a co-operative manner while waiting for passage in order 
8 

tha.reby ·to provide an example for the others. The number of these 

radicals, it is true, was small and perhaps of insignif:i.cant weight 

in the midst of the huge migration; yet they lent color and the 

aura of idealism to the motley mass struggling for a new economic 
9 

foothold in a foreign land. 

Colonies were soon founded in Louisiana, South Dakota, Kansas, 

Oregon and other states. nThey all went through the same experien• 

ces---a premature birth, a brief struggle, and a more or less vio

lent death"., The only survivors of that period of 11 storm and stress
11 

10 
were those established in the southern part of New Jersey. Of' the 

three Communistic colonies that sprouted in capi talis·bic .nmerica~ 

the bes·l:; known was "New Odessa11 in Oregon, which existed :from 1883 

to 1887. Perhaps i·l:;s outstanding resident was William Frey, a non-

Jewish, Russian immigrant~ who preached the ":religion of humanity", 

i.e. the emancipation of mankind through individual moral self'• 
11 

improveme1Tb and the grovvth of human brotherhood. But tho opposi-

tion of. -l:;he more-radical minded members of the commune who did no·b 

share· his disavowal of the revolutionary struggle, compelled him 

and his followers to depart. Soon, however, financial difficulties, 

the desire for oity life, the back-breaking labor and other prob-
12 

lems brought an end to this interesting experiment. 

Yet all the labor of these dreamers wns not entirely lost. 

To
1

gether ~ith those intellectuals who at once se·l:;tled in New York,, 

' 
:·1 

I i\ 
'I 
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they composed, upon their return to the metropoB.s ~ the "nucleus 

of the· group which turned its attention to industrial and social 
13 

problem~~ Thus was their idealism utilized ·bo spread light among 
H 

the Jew:i.sh masses in the country. Lee.dership and guidance were in-

deed the greatest need of the East Side wae;e earners.. For they md 

braved the s·bormy oceans seeking protection against ·poverty and per-

seoution. But their swee·b dreams soon faded. Life was very brutal 

in the new home. The ghetto soon becan~ for the whole country the 
15 

"symbol of suffering and human degradation"• 

The Radical Intellectuals as Pathfinders -- ,,..,.__~ 

Under such circumstances~ the intellec·buals, who had been stu-

dents or members of the liberal profes,sions at home, at once deve ... 

loped into a vital, fermenting force amongst the newcomers. Natu .. 

rally· enough they had to con·bend ·with the psychological unf'i·bness 

of the Jewish masses as well as with the conservative tendencies 

of their religious and cul,Gural environment. li,or both the skilled 

artisans and the ;v.e;rious classes of' merchants and middle-men had 

'been subject to ·bhe influences of small-town life in Russia and the 
16 

isolationism which a compact communal life fostered. 'l'hough the 

hope for inunediate emancipation was shattered by the reality of 

American conditions, many proletarians still cultivated a strong 

desire for independent business careers EIJJ.d accepted the shop as 

a purgatory to be endured for the time being only. Furthermore 1 

they did not form receptive material for Socialist propaganda~ es ... 

peoia.lly during ·bhe end of the 19th century 1 for the hegemony of 

the old spiritual tradition was still strongly established in the 

' 
Jewish neighborhood. Radical ag;H;ators were of·ben attacked as 

11miss:l.onaries 11 as a result of the vituperation ·which ·bhe oonserva-

' : ii I 

I 

i i 



·bive newspapers, suoh as ·bhe 11Yiddishe Gazetten" leveled agains·b 
17 

them. Invectives were of'ten hurled against them because they held 

meetings and smoked on Friday night, as well as allowed men and lJ\Omen 
18 

to be seated together. 

Similarly, at first the "early traces of olass feeling in Amer

ica on ·bhe part of ·bh.e Jewish employees as against the employers 
19 

were of social rather than of' economic origin11 
• The clothing man-

ufacturers were German Jews who treated the Russian immigrants wi·bh 

an admixture of disdain and benevolence. Their control of the cha-

rities which dispensed aid and jobs only served to emphasize the 

yawning abyss of socj.al and economic distinction. 

Yet it was not long before the indstrial experiences of the 

new arrivals lead them to accept more radical philosophies. It is 

of course questionable whe·ther economic forces alone prejudiced the 

Jewish wage earners in favor of an acceptance of radical trade un-
20 

ionism. It was not the process o:r Americanization per se or the 

recognition that the hope of escape i'rom the slum and the tenemen·b 

'L, shop to Russia or to the status of a businessman was futile that 
\ 

orea:bed a sympathetic response ·bowa.rd the agitation of the various 

shades of Socialist thought. As we have indicated before, the land 

of their origin played an important; role in shaping; their attitudes 

and aspirations. The revolutionary upheaval in 1905 was 11followed 

wi·bh ba:ted breath and with wrought-up nerves" by the Jewish immi-
21 

grants in .America. At tha·b time a chain of sympathy between ·t he 

Bund and the workers here was forged and s·breng·l:;hened. Events in 

Russia served. as a constant reservoir of hope and optimism, from 

whioh the toilers of the swea·b shops drew upon many occasions. 

The triumph of ·bhe reactionary forces likewise drove to these 

I 
,: : I 
~ 
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shores :many who had been steeled in the E:rbruggle against Czarism 

and who soon transfered their ardor to the new field of activity 1 

though at firs·b they remained aloof from the local labor movement. 

We must also bear in mind that the petty-bourgeois nature of the 

ghetto Jewry in itself inclined the East Side inhabitants to espouse 

the cause of the social revolution in its various manifes·bations, 

despite the fact that their religious cul·buro would no·b indicate 

that "acy large proportion of ·bhem would embrace radical princi• 
22 

ples 11
• 

But it vms primarily the irrbellectuals, the active and enthu .. 

siastio propagnadists, who orune here largely for political and ide-

alistic considerations, while the "mass of the Jewish immigrants 
23 

was anima:ted j_n the main by economic motives"~ who shaped the des-

tiny of the Jewish labor movement. '£hey reached out toward the mas-

ses and took a keen interest in their immediate needs. Though they 

were often mere dreamers~ lacking in an understanding of practical 

me.t·bers, they managed to create working class organizations which 
24 

beoam.e the bearers of the Socialist ideal. 

The inevi·bable took plaoe. The Socialists and the AJ.1arohists 

arranged lectures$ published newspapers, lead strikes, carried on 

campaigns against the sweat shops and interpreted ·bhe n~aning of 

the new environ:men-b. nThey tried in every· way ·bo win ·the confi• 

dance of ·bhe workers, to stimulate their sense of independenoe, to 
25 

arouse in them a demand f'or bejrl;er working and living conditions." 

As a result of this deep concern and active in·beres·b, they won the 

leadership of the Jewish workers and became the connecting link 

between them and ·bhe radical political organizations. At firs·b 

these intellectuals themselves possessed no clear formulation of 
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social philosophy,but, under the influence of the Gerrnan sections 

of the Socialist Labor Par·l:;y and the Anarchis·l:; groups of New York 

Ci·t;y, they slowly began grouping themselves into well ... defined schools 

of thought. I·l; was not long before friction developed as well bet-

ween them, of·l:;en with disastrous results., 

A glimpse into the conditions of the irmnigrants as portrayed 
26 27 

by Weins·bein and Kopeloff offers the best explanation for the rea-

diness with which the former greeted ·!:;he preachers of social change. 

Upon arrival in this country 1 ·!;he refugees were set adrift in the 

empty spaces of the "free hotel 11 , Castle Garden, which served in 

the same capacity as does Ellis Island ·i;oday. Here they wa.i'l:;ed for 

those opportunities of employmen:b which were provided by ·bhe wealthy 

:manufacturers, the philanthropists of the "Hebrew Innnigrant Aid 

Society11 
• They were as helpless as sucklings a·b the mother 1 s breasts, 

28 
wri"l:;es Alexander Harkavy, who was one of them. The executj.ve com-

mittee of ·the HIAS could only supply them with meals and meagre ones 

at that. The fortimate ones 9 however, were drafted into the sweat 
29 

shops ·bo beoome as they styled ·t;hemselvesJ 11Colmnbus' proletarians 11
• 

Upon occasions they were also utilized as s·l:irike 00breakers by employ-

ers who called upon the chari·l:;able institutions to fill their dep-
, 30 

lated labor supply. 

There: is, however, on record the first sympathy strike whioh 

the i:rinnigrants conducted in June, 1882, as a protest against their 

being lured into employment oppor"l:;uni ties as scabs. After several 

hundred had been inveigled into work:i.ng on ·bhe dooks with the pro

mise of good pay, a worker inadvertently walked out into the neigh-

boring s·breet one day., When ·bhe bodily assault by the strikers re-

vealed the nature of affairs to ·bhe inunigrants, they convoked a 

I I 
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meeting 111 and there decided not to work but to join in the demon• 
31 

stration of ·the longshoremen as a token of proletarian solidarity. 

Bu·t such dramafic gestures did not repea:b themselves for same 

time. The sweat shops soon exacted a heavy toml by ruining the 

heal th and dampening the spirit. Work was not a premium, if one L 
were willing to toil long hours and receive low wages. Pover/ty 

and heartless exploitation thus became the daily lot of those who 

had expected to discover riches and happiness in this land. Their 

homes were like prisons, without sunshine, light or air, the majo-
32 

rity of them already condemned in 1886 as a menace to public heal th. 

Still the masses bore their burden meekly and humbly, in the mean-

time storing up discontent for future eurptions. 

Ille First; Symptoms of Organ~za:bion AJ?p,ei::,r 

A Jewish labor movemen·b hardly e:x:i.sted at the ·bime.. The in-

tellectuals, not being well-grounded in ·bheory, were themselves in 

a s·tate of confusion as they came under the impact of the contra• 

dictory views of Frey's Positivism11 Felix Adler's Ethical Gu.H:ure,, 

John Most's Anarchism and Alexander Jona.st Social ... Democracy. This 

mental dilemma was to be expected, for the majority of them had 

come in contact in Russia mostly wi·th Narodism, a vague and diffused 
33 

movement in itself. 

But ·bhey did not sit with folded hands. On July 7th, 1882, 
34 

the first Jewish ... Socialist mass-mee·bing was held in this country. 

It was sponsored by the 11Jewish Propaganda Society11
, which crune 

into being as a direct outgrowth of the sympathy strike referred 

to above. As i:ts manifest purpose was to spread Sooialis·t propa

~anda amongst; the rnasses, it naturally invited several German Social ... 
35 

Democr_~ts to address the gathering,. But the sensation of the eve-
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ning was pro'lrided by a 22 .. year•old immigrant,, named Abraham Cahan, 

who concluded his brief rernarks wi i;h an urgent plea for using the_ 
36 

Yiddish language to reach the masses. .A. week la:ber he accomplished 

this feat in a loc·bure on Socialism, the first one to be delivered 

in this tongue in ·the United States .. 

Many obstacles in time arose to impede the progress of the group. 

The ignorance of the fannd.grants, the vitriolic attacks of the con-

servative press and the ef:f'eot of Frey's philosophy in dampening 
37 

revolutionary ardor caused i·bs early demise. New ones, however soon 

began to sprout.. The 11Russian Workers Society", established in June, 

1884, and dedicated to self-enlightemnen·t and the founding of co-

opera:tive shops, recrui"l:;ed its following from among the more aria-

tocratic elemen·bs of' the colony, ·the intellectuals and the better-
38 

paid workers. All the discourses were nat;urally held in the Russian 

lane.,uage., Cahan and L. Miller then organized the 11Labor Lyceum", 

as they did not approve of the diluted program "Which was advanced 

by the R.w .. s. They preferred to enlighten the public on the prob-

lems of the workers rather than to foster ·l:;he interes·b in mere self'-
39 

education. In 1885, the "Russian-Jewish Workers' Society" made its 

appearance, appealing prirr~rily to those eager to approach the Jew-

ish masses more closely through the use of their native tongue. 

The brothers Gretoh, who were iden·l::i:f'ied wi·l:;h the Socialist Labor 

Party, were its guiding lights. 

All o:f.' these were more or less ephermeral organizations.. They 

were limited in scope and confined to a narrow circle of' adherents. 

It was ·bh.e nJewish Workers' Society11
, formed on April 19, 1885, that 

at last understood the true need of the "bimes and clearly appreoi-
40 

ated the significance of its function. In addition ·to carrying on 

the customary agita·bional \ijgrk, i.ts founders considered the issumce 
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of an organ and assistance to the trade unions. The radicals fi· 

nally were feeling the need of a mass basis, as their predecessors 

were also realizing in Russia. Perhaps ·l;he rising tide of labor 

initiative which swept ·bhe country in connection with ·bhe strikes 

for the 8 houi• day was the direct cause of this new orientation. 

In ·this respect it is interestil1g to no·be ·that J .w.s,. issued a bro-
41 

chure in 1885 on the importan.ce of this demand. 

The 11Jewish Workers' Soci0·ty11 filled a mos·t Yital position in 
42 

activizing the Jewish masses between 1884-87. It arranged lectures, 

took part in the country-wide agitation for the 8 hour day, brought 

the immigrants into contact with the general labor movement and es-
43 

sayed the thanlcless task of trade union organization. In 1886 the 

campaign agab1st the sweat shops was initiated with the creation 
44 

of the "Anti ... Swee:l;ing League 11 • The efforts to elect Henry George 

as :piayor of New York City likewise evoked the full-hearted support 

of the J.w.s., ·though the single-tax philosophy was far from being 

acceptable to i"!:;s radical-minded members., But the united upsurge 

of ·bhe progressive forces in ·l;he metropolis, which came in answer 

to the Chicago Haymarket Jcragedy and i·l;s af''l;ermath, could not help 

but· sweep along in its wake the Jewish workers as well. Within a 

short ·time, however, the J.W.S., the main center o4radical propagan

da for almost four years, was dissolved, partly due to ·!:;he crisis 

in' the incipient Jewish labor movement, caused by the indust:r;·:i.al 

standstill, and partly ·bo the Socialist-Anarchist cleavage that 

was splitting apart the radical intelligentzia into two opposing 

45 
f'act:i.ons., 

The desire to establish a working class organ was also not ful

filled. Ins·bead, private newspapers, sympathetic in Jcone and con

tents to the Socialist ideal, made their appearance. The f'irs·b 
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Jewish weekly of this kind in the United Sta;·be s, the 11Naye Ze it 11 ,, 

46 
lasted for four issues during the summer of 1886. The "New York 

Yiddishe Volks Zeit'lhng11
, on the o·l:;her hand, published weekly by 

two wor,ker-intellec·buals, survived for almos·l:; tbree and a half 

years. It endeavored to maintain an impartial attitude to thetwo 

radical groups that were developing but soon gravitated inthe gen-
47 

eral direction of ·l:;he Socialist wlng. In its columns it presented 

theore·tical discussions of Socialism as well as a systema;l:;io popu-
48 

larization of the various na·bural sciences. It reached a circula-

tion of abou·b 5,ooo. 

Socialists and Anarchis·l:;s at War 

The struggle for supremacy which the Socialist and Anarchists 

were conducting within ·bhe confines of one general movement had to 

break its bounds. Differences over goals and techniques created a 

gap that could not be bridged. This feeling cons.equently culmina-

' 
tad, in 1887, in the formation of two distinct and antagonistic ide-

olo~ical groups. This was an inevitable development, as we shall 

see. The Anarchists had already organized at the end of 1886 the 

11Pio.neers of Freedom", which won quite a following during the trial 
49 

of t~e Chicago mar;ty:rs. Indeed the ground ?-ad been well prepared 

fo:r the appearance of' this o~g;anizatj,011. F'or stimule.ted and inspired 

by ·!:;he dynan ic leadership of Most, ·l;he Jewish Anarchists had increased 

their activities in the Eas·I; Side to such an extent that ·!;hey rec-
50 

ruited a host of sympathizers and supporters. They also exerted 

a stronger inf'luence on the workers than did ·l:;he Socialists, beceu se 

of "l:he petty-bourgeois psychology of the Jewish proletariat. Unlike 

its non-Jewish counterpart, the lat·ter is more attracted to revolu ... 

tionary. phrases and desires to ex·trica:l:;e i-bself from its economic 
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status with one blow» as it were. Such an atti·bude makes it more 

receptive to propaganda which does not stress the persis·bent, daily 

economic class-struggle but which e:x:al ts ·bhe heroic deed as the on-
51 

ly possible form of emancipation. 

The prestige of ·bhe .Anarchists among the broad sections of the 

Jewish masses continued to grow. Social gatherings, debates and 

discussions brought their message to rnany eager listeners. A dif

ference of opinion has, however, arisen as to th~e:x:planation of 

the great success which accompanied the efforts of ·bhe Anarchists. 
52 

Burgin claims that it was due to the wealth o.f speaking and writing 
53 . 

talent tha·b clustered around them. Kopeloff, on the other hand, 

accuses Burgin of indulging in sophistry and credits his comrades 

with possessing more intense enthusiasm for ·their ideals and a rea .. 

cliness to devote all their energies to the dissemination o.f their 

views. 

The Socialists also banded themselves together and f.orrned the 

8th branch of the Socialist Labor Par·by. In their propaganda. they 

st:ressed pol:l.tical activity~ the value of strikes in improving the 

lot of the wage earner and the function of reforms within ·bhe pre

sent capi-ba.Hst:lc order. They could approach the que~tion of orga-

niz~.ng ·bhe trade unions wi·th a clearer conscience, for they believed 

that only as the workers' increasing needs were met through daily 
54 

struggle would ·bhe latter learn to desire the new Socialist society. 

It :ts true that the Anarchis·l;s e.lso "worked like bees 11
, aiming to 

55 
improve the material oondit:tons of the masses, but they found it 

much harder to reconcile ·bheir views with practical activity in ·bhe 

labor movemerrbe As a result~ the Socialists after a whi.le consti-
56 

tuted a more influential group within ·bhe trade unions• 
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'.L'he t-wo bodies of radical opinion also expressed conflicting 

views on the question of religion. Whereas the Socialists consi• 

dered matters of faith a personal affair, the Anarchists conducted 

"spiteful propaganda" against religious observances, according to 
57 68 

Burgin. Kopeloff 3 however, contends that such an approach was ne-

oessary in order to free the working class from dependence upon a 

supernatural power. .Atheistic circles were formed because some 

felt that the backwardness of the Jewish workers stemmed from their 
69 

religious' environment. The process of enlightening the Jewish mas-

ses was therefore considered to be part and parcel of the class-

struggle. It was wH;h this thought in mind that the Anarchists be

gan to issue in 1889 special Rosh-Hashona leaflets~ entitled 11Te

filah Zaoah 11
$ which contained parodies on the prayers of the I-Iigh-

60 
Holydays., These attacks.on religiOns which continued till 1893, 

pree.ched that sa.l va:bion would not come through ·t;he power of God 

but by means of the social revolution. Thus, in one of his ver-
60 

ses, David EdeJ.stadt,, Anarchist poet and editor, declared: 

11Eaoh age has its new Torah-.. 
Ours is freedom and rights; 
And we consider it the greatest sin 
To be a meek, submissive slave. 
We also have our new prophets-~ 
Boerne, LaSalle and Karl Marx.n 

Yom Kippur balls were also held to draw the Jewish workers 

a.way from the synago g;ue. These, however, encoun·l:;ere d the stubborn 

opposition of the Orthodox elements, who called to their assistance 

the Jewish mun:i.oipal of'f'icials., Neither did the latter hesitate, 
61 

according to Kopeloff, to depend upon the police power in order to 

preven-b ·l:;he f'es·bivities from taking place. 

Soon the Anarchists felt the need of a tribune, which would 

be a sounding-boa.rd for ·!:;heir views. Thus they became the first 

I 
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·' to issue a strictly revolutionary organ when ·!;heir weekly "We.rhei't;11 

62 
made its appearance in the early part of 1889. It,, however, lasted 

only five months and reached a sparse circulation of 2500. The ed:i.

tors wanted to give it ·the character of a non ... partisan radical or

gan but failed to carry out their intentions. Financial difficul-

·ties and lack of suppo:t"b amongst the intellec·tua.ls soon sealed the 

doom of' this journalistic endeavor. Incidentally, some of Edelsi.a dt' s 

poems which appeared in its columns were put to song and used by 
63 

the revolu·tionary organizations of Rpssia for propaganda purposes. 

In the meantime, the Soo:i.alists had participated in the 1888 

election campaign but with disappointing results. The candidates 

of the Socialist Labor Par·by received the smallest number of votes 

in the Jewish districts. This migh·t be explained by the fact ·that 

many sympathizers in ·the Eas·I:; Side had not as yet become naturalized 
64 

citizens. Another factor was no doubt the refusal of the Trumnany 

Hall poli'l:iician, the most redoubtable foe of' sooia.l progress, to 

give way so easily. No trick was left ~:j~ne, no corruptive prac

tice was overlooked by the re~oJoionary forces in the endeavor to 

steal ·the elections. Though sooner or later these oru ld not pre• 

Vail against the r:tsing ·tide of Sodj,alist sympa·thy ~ they did serve 
65 

at first to slow down its progress. 

The Press Becomes the Bone of Contention 

The crisis in relationship between the Socialist and Anarchist 

elements came to a sudden and dramatic expression in 1889. If any 

prospects of' healing the breach between the two f'ao·tions had exis

ted prior to this year, they readily vanished afterwards. The ·two 

groups hencefor·t;h withdrew to their own spheres of interest and har

dly every crossed each other 1 s pe:bh, except so far as they still 
I ei. 

competed for influence within the Jewish S:ibor movement. 
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I·b was the question of issuing an organ of radical opinion 

that precipitated the split, al though ·t;he debates between the So• 

cialists and ·t;he Anarchists in the trade unions as well as at the 

sessions of the Uni·l;ed Hebrew Trades had already intensified feel-
66 

ing. As the need for a class-conscious press was recognized by every 

one~ there was elicited a very favorable response to the convention 

which the 11 Pioneers of Freedom" called on December 25, 1889, in New 

York Ci"l .. -y to consider the ·very pertinerrb issue. This was ·bhe first 
67 

large ... scale gathering of' radical Jews .i.n the United States. Though 

it ended disastrously,, it revealed the growth of progressive senti

ment amongst the Jew"lsh immigrants in the province as well as in 

the metropolis. Forty-odd delegates, representing about 32 organi• 

zations, Socialist~ .Anar.chist and trade union, carne ·t;oge·bher to 
68 

determine the character of the newspaper that was to be published. 

The sessions, at all times marked by heated controV.ersies, 

lasted for six days and nights. The 1Utatchis·bs pleaded in behalf' 

of au :i.mpartial paper, in which both currents of revolutiorm.ry thought 

would be reflec·t;ed, while the Socia.Usts pointed out the impraoti-
69 

oali·by of such a venture. According ·t;o Eopelof'f, the former :main-

ta5.necJ. that one group alone could not bear the burden of issuing 

a periodical and that it would also benefit ·t;he workers to f. amil• 

iarize themselves wH;h the various tendencies alive w:i.thin the ra ... 

dical movement. Yet there are grounds for suspecting their true 

motives. It seems that the slogan which they raised was more of a 

stratagem, for the An.archists saw their hold upon the trade union 

movement slipping and wore most anxious to recoup some of ·l.;heir 
70 

lost prestige. 

But their maneuver was not successful, for on the seventh day 
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the gathering broke up, when the Socialists defeated their proposal 

by 21 to 20 votes. "Instead of ·bwo parties that had come together 

with the purpose of uniting in a oonun.on undertaking, there now ex .. 
71 

isted two antagonis·bic camps 11 • The Socialists, boasting the support 

of the Jewish unions, appeared from the very beginning to be opposed 

to the projec·b but merely desired to utilize the occasion as the 
72 

. rallying-point for their followers~ claims Kopeloff • Be ·l:;hat as 

it may~ the new year began with two conventions and two sharply• 

defined factions. It also gave birth to ·bwo working class periodicals. 

Now the conflict broke out in a.11 its intensity, for in addition 

to ideological differences, personal animosities had also developed 

during the hectic sessions. 

The Socialists decided ·co publish the 11Arbeiter Zeitung11 as 

a weekly and for ·bhat purpose brought over Philip Kranz, frunous 

edH:;or of the London radical Yiddish periodical, to serve as its 

editor.. The paper vras gree·ted .wlth a great deal of enthusiasm upon 

its appearance on March 6, 1890 and was soon recognized by the 
73 

Uni·bed Hebrew Trades as i·bs own spokesman. About a thousand dol-

la.rs was also received from the German unions to help launch i·b upon 

its career. As ye·b, however, i·t did not speak o·ffioially for the 

Socialist Labor Party, althol,lgh it did ex.press its ideology. Its 

purpose was proclaimed to be: the establishment of a society on 'lh e 

basis of freedom, equality and brotherhood, which was to be i·ealiz ed 
74 

~hrough the use of revolu'l:;ionary foroe:~. and reforms. 

The .Anarchists in turn published the 11 impartial. 11 "Freie Arbeiter 
\,' 

S:bume 11 , beginning with July, 1890. I·b was soon~ however, ou·l;dis-

tanoed by the glowing success of its competitor. Financial diffi

<:>ulties beset its progress from the very start. It could not atilract 
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the broad masses, for it failed to provide a olea:r and concrete an-

swer to their daily needs. It indul~d in revolutionary rhetoric 

and disparaged ·bhe daily struggle for e oonomic gains.. 1'Better to 

strike for a free world ·bhan for a piece of a slave 1 s bread11 , deo-
76 

lared one of its editors. It is therefore easy to understand why 

it was soon relegated to a secondary position in the labor press. 

The oircuhd~ion of the 11Arbei1;er Zei tung", on the other hand,, 

increased from three to six thousand. The reason for its en·bhsias-

tic reception is self-evident; it b?tought enlighte111nent to the East-

Side toilers and offered a helping hand in ·!:;heir economic conf'licts 41 

However~ its critics point out that its vulgar sensations a.."rld pop• 

ularixations in particular appealed ·bo the backward masses,, It fol

lowed an opportunis·bic line in expressing an attitude toward reli-

gious questions.11 whereas the Anarchists were more outspoken in 

sharply attacking wha·b ~hey considered to be a subversive influence 
77 

in the class-struggle. Similarly, the Sooialis·b organ did not ir-

ritate the toiling masses by calling at·bention fo their defects and 

shortcontlngs. The worker was exalted as a sort of superman, to 
78 

whom all the re'tolutionary parties oughJc to eater. 

Thus the polemics bebveen the two weeklies continued. Both 

factions sough"b to win the approval of the public, as the competi

tion bet-ween ·l:;he periodicals became ·the center of interes·b.. Very 

often the Socialis·b and Anarchist ideal was lost sight of in the 
79 

scramble for readers,. Bu·t by the end of the decade, the s·bar of 

the Anarchist movement vms beginning to dim, as the Jewish workers 

became engrossed in the daily struggle for exis·benoe and theldreams 

of a quick transition to the Socialist order faded in the reality 

of the tenement house and ·bhe sweat shop. 
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SECTION TWO: INTERNECINE s1iRIFE: WITHIN SOCIALIST RANKS, 1890-1900 

During the last decade of ·bhe 19·bh century, the Anarchists lost 

considerable ground and preselrbly remained without a i:riass basis. 

F'or as t;he Jewish workers' colony became acclime:bed to the American 

surroundings,, they turned to more adaptable forms of. struggle against 

·their intolerable conditions of li:re.. Though both factions compe-

ted on more or less equal terms in the early part of the nineties., 

it was not long before the Socialis·b elements pushed to the fore ... 

ground and monopolized the sympathy and adherence of many more East; 
80 

Side residents than their opponen:l;;s did. 

Were it not for the fact ·!;hat they could not maintain inner 

harmony nor solve their petty disagreements in amicable fashionJ 

the Socialis·bs would :have captured the en'l:iire Jewish labor movement 

and built a solid, compact body of class-conscious cH;izens. Peace, 
81 

however, prevailed within their ranks only from 1890 to 1893. I11rom 

tha·b time on till the end of the century, the . Jewish workers were 

treated ·to many a spectacle of fac·bional strife and personal anj.

mosity. Indeed so muoh par·ti.san feeling was engendered that to 

this day i·b is impossible to de·l;ermine the basic causes of the 1895 

and 1899 splits that arose wi·bhin the Jewish section of the ljocia.-

1.ist Labor Party. All the available accounts mere:J;y reflect the 

prejudices of the ve:rious protagonj.sts. 

As a reaction to the quarrels of the leaders and as an answer 

·to the needs of ·bhe workers for brotherly warmth and co-operation, 

the Arbeiter Ring soon caine into existence in the early years of 
82 

this decade. Two cloakmalcers ooncei ved ·bhe idea of a fraternal or-

g;anization and therefore established~ with the help of a dozen others, 
83 

the "neutral 11 Workingmen' s Giro le Society of New York in March~ 1892. 
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Its aims were: le mu·bual aid in case of sickness or death; 2. the 

furtherance of the education of the members; 3. the establishment 

of co-operative ente~prises. All of these arose out of ·bhe econo-

mic, social and cultural status of the Jewish workers at the time. 

The ·bhird obueoti vo was, however, soon abandoned, on account of' the 
84 

failure with the barber-shop co-operative. Lectures and discussions 

. were held bi-weekly, chiefly on natural sciences, for though the 

society was open to progressive workers and intellectuals onlys 

its members sought to avoid those con·broversial issues which were 
85 . 

instigating serious dissensions within the JevJ'ish labor movement. 

It is interesting to note, by the way, that ·bhe constitution of 
' 

this society was copied from that of ·l;he German 11Worldng,men 1 Sick 
86 

and Death Fund Organization11
, established in 1884. 

The progress of. the Sociali'st movement remained unimpeded for 

a good number of years., Its vote in ·the Jewish neighborhood grew, 

its organs conunanded. ·bhe respect and loyalty of several ·thousand 

readers, its activity within the United Hebrew Trades and aff:'ilia-

ted unions es·bablished its prestige, and its contact with ·the in-
86a 

ternational revolutionary ~ovement broadened its outlook. kb the 

July 1 1891 convention plans were formulated for the issuance of' a 

monthly scientific journal, the 11Zukunf:'·b 11
, while at the end of 1893 

interest was cen·bered on the publication of a daily newspaper. 

Lectures tours were likewise sponsored throughout the coun·bry ·bo 
87 

propagate the i:>OCialist message. An1'attempt was even made to form 

a na·bional association of Jewish workers in 1891 under the name 

of. Hebrev-v Labor Federa:bion. This, however, proved abortive, because 
88 

the province was as yet not prepared for such a task. 

Perhaps the most dramatic ges·bure was the appointment of Abe 

.Cahan as delegate to the Breslau International oociaU.st Congress 
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in 1891, where a very interesting controversy developed over the 
89 

attitude of the radical forces toward the Jewish ques·bion. It seems 

that Cahan, whose leaflet on the J"ewish labor movement in .America 

for ·the first time brought the latter to the attention of the lead-

ing Sooialis·bs, introduced a resolution, in which he asked that 

anti-Semitism be condemned. But a number of the delega·bes, whose 

acquainte.noe with our people was limited to the top Jewish bourgeoisie 

of. the West European lands, were very outspoken against it, with 
t.hC>t 

the resultAthe compropmise resolution as accepted called to task 
90 

both philo~ and an'.b:L-Semi tism. Hacial inci't;ation was also severely 

criticized and. ·bhe Jewish workers were urged to join ·bhe bocialist 
91 

ranks. 

The crisis of 1893 which wreaked havoc am~ng the Jewish trade 

unions, cree.ting unemploymen·b and poverty~ again revealed the im-

practicality of Anarchist agitation. While the United Hebrew Trades 

Organized relief conuni ttees and the Socialists sought to relieve 

the misery which spread through ·bhe working class quarters, the 
92 

Anarchists used the occasion to call for revolutionary uprisings. 

This no doubt contributed to undermine their influence among the 

Jewish :masses. 

The Revolt against the "Clique" 

In the me1:1.ntime ~ however, the internal dissension of' the Soci ... 

alist group was gathering momentum. As most of the drama was en-

acted against a background of developments within the general la-

bor movement of' the country, i·b is first necessary to call atten

tion ·bo the rise of De Leon as a power within the oocialist Labor 

Party and to the new ·bra.de union policy which he advocated., When 

Socialist infiltra·bion into the American J!'ederation of Labor was 

rejected by ·bhe 1889 convention~ efforts were :made by De Leon ·bo 

intrench his party within the rapidly-declining Knights of Labor• 
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But when this a:btemp·b was similarly rebuffed$ he ushered in a, new 

era of dual unionism. It was then that the Socialist Trade and 

Labor Alliance crune into being 1.n 1895. 

All this time De Leonfound in the Jew-lsh unions a loyal cham

pion of his tactics. They joi.ued the Knights of Labor under his 

direction and later rallied to the banner of the S.T. & L.A., when 

the convention o:f' December, 1895, threw dovm the gauntlet to the 

conservative ·.brade unions. Thus ·bhe 25 labor organizations as so-

ciated wi-bh the United Hebrew Trades at first formed the ver'Y back-

bone of the new Socialist labor federation.. But within a few year: s, 

many withdrew, when cer·bain elements within the S.L.P. came out 
93 

s·brongly agains·b opposi·bional unions. vTue·bher or not this deyelop-

merrb was a decisive factor in quickening the dis-satisfaction wH:h-

in the yewish Socialist branches is hard to determine, for again 

we are confused by the conflicting accounts. Yet ·bhere is no doubt 

but that it con·bri buted to the controversy. 

Events leading up to ·bhe 1897 split might be constructed as 

follows: When ·the 11Arbeiter Zeitung11 began ·l;o appear in 1889, its 

control was vested in a publishing association, whose membership 

was naturally limited ·to Socialists., It was within this group that 

the ci'IT'il war broke out,. F'or the supervising board was evidently 

assuming too much power.. This aroused the resentment of others ·who 

were eager to asser·b their own influence over the Jewish radical 

movement.. Yet there were :many other complicating factors. as well. 

In the first place, there existed sharp personal antagonisms which 
94 

only later developed into differences over principles• Secondly, 

a number of members who had left ·bhe shops and entered professional 

careers formed a kind of intellectual aristocracy ·bhat held :i:bsel:f' 

I , 
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aloof from the ordinary shop toilers. As a resul"b, an intelJ.ectual 
95 

barrier was created between ·bhe two groups. Finally, those who 

lived in the province were dissatisfied with the greater attention 
96 

that was being; lavished 011 the activities of the New York bodies. 

Though the supervising board was also accused of following De Leon's 
9'1 

directives, the evidence is not conclusive. It may have been that 

this issue was dragged in at a later stage i1the development of hos

tili·bies when the question of De Leon's uncompromising tactics was 
98 

already agi·bating the movement at large. 

The December 30, 1893 convention brought all these cross-currents 

li>f discon-bent to a head. Lou:i.s Miller, leader of ·bhe opposition, 

accused the supervising board of being a «lique, solely interested 

in maintaining its position of dominance and conspiring to steal 
99 

away the newspaper from the organizat:i.ons ·bha.t had established it. 

Of course Milletad some personal grievances 'boo but he received 

his main support; from the intellectual elements, the popular •vri ... 

ters and orators who were spreading the Socialist :message. The lat

ter believed that the members of the supervising board. were usurping 
100 

power, while they were engaged in the:i.r propagandistio labor. 

Yet the convention, it would seem, ended with a vioto!t'y for 

·l;he supervising board, for the only action ta.ken was to urge all 

Socialists to enroll wi-t;hin the "Arbeiter Zeitung Publishing Asso-
101 

oiation11 • Ano·bher in·l;erpretation, however, reads ·bo the effec·I; that 
102 

the heated discussions ended wi·bh a "compromise resolution"• A mo-

mentary oessation of hostil~es was established when the first 

Jewish Socialist daily in the world, the "Abend Blatt" ,appeared on 

October 14,, 1894, under the editorship of Philip Kranz. But Miller 

and Cahan were determined to pursue ·bheir aims. Though Cahan claims 
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that his ill'berest in oombatting De LeoniS.~ lead him to engage in 
103 

·this conflict, another writer, who served as a member of the super-

, vi.s;ng board, maintains ·bhe;b fric·bion on account of De Leon's tao ... 

tics did not fully mat-ure till 1895. That Cahan was disappointed 

at not being appointed editor of the "Abend Blatt11 and thereff'O're 

persisted in his oppostiona.l a·t·titude ·t;o the leadership of the pub ... 
104 

lishing assooia·bion, is ·the la·bter 1 s con:bention. 

Another log was added to the fire of factional strife with 

·bhe appearance of ·bhe 11Emes 11 by the Bos"l:;on Soc1.alist forces in 1895. 
/0 s 

A mos·I:; prominent gentleman from London, one of ·!;he firs·b Jewish oo-

cialists in the world and a pioneer of the English-Jewish labor 

movemen·b, whose writings gave form and expression to the suffering 

and of ·bhe Jewish toilers, :Morris Winchevski, was appoinbed to the 

editorship, soon upon his arrival in the coun·bry. He had join~d •·. 

the opposition mos-b likely because of his antago11ism toward Philip 

Kranz. Though at first the 11Emes 11 was meant to be restricted to 

educational and literary features, the new organ vro.s soon enmeshed 

in the controversy of the day. Its l5'bh issue contained e.n arti ... 
. lO'i~ 

cle by Winohevski which rocked the entire movement., This was the 

' firs·b of a series poill'bing out the same defects which the opposition 

had been exposing. For Winohevski had become "the storm-bird of 

the revolution 11ag;a.inst the publishing association and demanded that 

control of the press be wrested from its hands. The "Abend Blatt" 

naturally did no·t l~t this action to pass by unnoticed. As a re-

sult, friction was further intensified. 
Socialis·t-Anarchist 

Tho/ factions sought to embroil the ArbeH;er Ring Socie·by- in 

their partisan quarrel, wi:bh the result ·!;hat by 1894, Jche previous 

comi tmen·I:; to neu·trali"ty was gradually converted to an open sympathy 

for the :3ocialist organizations and press. Notices of its activities 
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oeased to appear in the Anarchist paper l yet the Soc:i.a.list organs 
107 

still regarded :i.t as a 11 step-ohild11 in the movement, paying but 

scant attention to its development, al though it contributed to strik-
108 

ing workers and to the periodicals. The Arbeiter Ring, however, 

did not participa·l;e in the :l.nner squabbles of' the Socialists. 

'.rl1e 1895 convEmcion sought to air the entire controversy and 

·l;o establish a modicum of' peaceful relationships. But other irri-

tations arose to plague the delegates,. Representatives of the 

Jewish unions were not permi t·bed at the sessions, because of ·bheir 
109 

favorable attitude toward De Leon.. The opposition endeavored again 

to bring i;he leaders of the publishing association to task, or rather a 

in the words of another oonnnente;bor, to institute reforms in the 
llOa 

Socialis·l; press. But lit·ble headway was made and both sides there-

fore consented to present their views before an arbitration commit-

tee, to be composed of members of the S.L.P. national executive 

committee,. 

Eighteen sessions were held by this so-oalled oour·l; during 

the month of January. The decision in the main oonsis·bed of the 

following provisions: le the books of the Association~hould be su

perv-ised; 2. the 11ArbGiiter Zei·bung 11 should beoorne the official or-

ge.n of the S.,L.P. and the appointment of i·bs editor be confi:r:m.ed 

by the party executive and the publishing association; 3. the same 

editors were to remain a·l; their posts on the daily, weekly and 
lll 

monthly organs; 4. the Association should take in new members. 

The opposi·bion, however, was not satisfied with the ruling of the 

committee. Cahan resigned his position as editor of the "Arbeiter 

Zeitung", ·!;hough he had promised ·l;o abide by the results of the 
112 

conferences. He deolal:·ed tha·l; the publishing association was not 

,, 
.I: i ,, 

I, 

! 

' ' 

' Jrir 



-89-

made up of elected representatives of S@ctlalist~ organizations and 
113 

as suoh did no·I:; give full expression to ·t;he views of the rnovment. 

Things were at a standstill again. The Association ma.de an effort 

to correct its faults, while peace overtures were again extended 

by both sides. However, the establishment of the i.'.lOCialist Trade 

and Labor Alliance, with its consequerrl:; fostering; of oppositional 

unions, still kept the atmosphere charged and full of ·tension. l\J"one

thless the immed:i.ate problem of the 1896 elections brought a tempo-

re.:ry lull in hostilities. 

Factionalism Takes i"l:;s Toll ________ , __ Joi • Isa - d ··-= * ... 

The strained relations e.t last reached their bursting point 

at the January 7, 1897 convention, at whmch bo·l:;hractions :matched 

their strength for the contemplated seizure of power. The opposi

tion tried to have abou·l:; thirty new members admi ttfed into the 

Association, in order thus to facilitate their winning control of 

the gathering. B0th groups maneuvered for a favorable position 

and hence disagreed as to the count of ballo·bs for the chail"manship. 

Other diff'erences also developed with the resul·I:; ·!:;hat the discon

tented elements left the meeting and issued a very vituperative deo-
114 

laration, the "Manifesto of 5211 ag~ainst the Associa-bion. Milch 

points out in his discussion of these events ·bhat the majori"by, 71 

persons~ remained at the meeting, tha:I:; the manifesto contained very 

vicious language and tha+lit was not even signed by many of the 52 
1 115 

individuals who withdrew from the convention. 

This abrupt break-up of the Jewish Socialist moveme1Yb upset 

many of ·bhe rarlk-and-file who were at a loss to know with whomi.to 

side. Yet though the accusa.tions of ·l:;he op1~osition ag;a.ins·l:; the 

so-called cl:tque were no·b en·l:;irely warranted, the Jewish workers 

were full of faith in their intelle otual leaders and so believed 
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that the "Abend Blatt" had been captured by a small c:i.rcle for ne.r-
116 

row and personal interests., A Soo:iia.list Press Society, organized 

by the opposition to issue a new ore;an, won imrnedia'l:;e support. At 

· its first conference about 25 organiza,tions were represented. Wgrk 

was a·t; once begun on the new project. Attempts at establishing peace 

on ·t;he part of the S.L.P. executive conlillittee failed. With the ap

pearance of the 11Vorwarts 11 on April 22, 1897, under ·the editorship 

of Cahan, the sjpli t becs:me final and irret:r:'ieveable. 

Sharp polemics were of course conducted by both Socialis·t or-

gans., A cnetral association of' Jewish workers in opposition to -l:he 

United Hebrew Trades ·that had joined the s.T. & L.A. was established 
J.17 

by the opposi·tional elements as well. The demoralization of the 

movemerrb grew s.paoe. De Leon tried to have the 11Vorwa:t'ts 11 group 

expelled from the S.L.P. but was defeated in a refe~dum of the New 

York membersh:l.p. He then carried ·l:;hrough a re-organization of the 
118 

districts which enabled him to dispose of about 300 members. 1rhis 

·prepared the ground for the runalgrunation of ·bhe expelled faotion 

with a new party, the ifocial Demooracy of America, whioh Debbs had 

organized but a month before in Chicago. 'l'he union was consummated 
c 

s.t the end of July, 1897 o 

The intense civil-war which had raged over four years took i·ts 

tollo The constarrt bickering weakened the trade u:O,ions and the va-
119 

rious Socialist bodies. A great deal of energy was expended in need-

less mud-slinging and e:ttack:s on personali11ies. Instead of offering 

.guidance and leadership to the ·toiling masses, the fac·bions quar

.reled over control of the party organs and individual glory. But 

the chaos that reigned during the decade did not come ·t;o an end in 

1897. Soon, the general Socialj.st movement was torn with strife, 

1., 
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as the question of ·bhe S.T. & L.A. became the bone of contention 

between the follbowers of De !,eon and his opponents. The Jew:i.sh com

rades were likewise drawn :i.nto the melee, with fur·bher disastrous 

. results to ·!:;heir influence among the Jew:i.sh workers. 

Af3 a result of the division that developed within the s.1.P. 
see 

between the De Leon e.dheren·ts and those who did not/eye~o eye with 

him on the trade union issue, a second split cut through ·l:;he deple

ted ranks of. the Jew:i.sh sections. De Leon's followers managed ·l:;o 

obtain control of the "Abend Blatt 11
• This therefore led to the 

establishment of the "Volks Zei·tung 11 in September 22, 1899 by the 

11kangaroos 11 • This sobrique·t was given by De Leon to~hose who fought 

his policies e The .new organ which was recogn:i.zed by the United 

Hebrew Trades (this central body had all~eady severed its rel.ations 

with the S.T. & L .. A.)declared open war against the spirit of De 
120 

Leonism,, which, it cla:i.med, was disrupting the unity of the movement. 

The 11Abend Blatt" continued to lose influence until by,April 

12, 1902., it terminated its existence. The reason for this is due 

in paiUt, according to one writer, to the fact that its editor 

fought agail:i.st the wave of Jewish chauviniS1W! which swelled up within 

the New York ghetto as a result of the Dreyfus ~f'fair e.nd the Spm ish-
121 

Ams:l:'.i can War. The 11Vorwarts 11
, on the other hand, it :i.s mainbained, 

played upon ·!:;he sympathies of the masses, while its editor cultivated 

a species of yellow journalism. The libel case brought by the pub

lishers of the t'Yiddishe Tageblatt 11 again.st the "Abend BJ.att 11 also 

contributed to its early demise. Likewise, since most of its talen·I.; 

joined the fo);'.ces of' the new opposition, ·1.;he inexperienced writers 

were at a loss to maintain the periodical through these critical 
122 
times. 
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The final ou-l;come of this second inner party conf'lict was the 

union of the new Socialist Labor Party opposition with the Social 
123 

· Democra·l:;ic Party in 1901,. Thus a·b long last, the vas·I; majority of 

Jewish Socialists were once again together under a conun.on banner, 

with ·the exception of a small minority that still maintained its 

allegiahce to De Leon. The Socialist Party that emerged out of this 

union in July, 1901, henceforth claimed the full loyalty of the Jew .. 

ish radicals, althou~H~ttempts were still being made to revive 
er-1 124 

the dying Anarchist movement. New tasks now faced the Jewlsh Soci-

a.list forces as ·tho twentieth century opened. Before, however, we 

turn to a consideration of the ne:x:t deoade 1 s activities, i·I; would 

be in place to discuss the role which the Yiddish literary figures 

of this era played in arousi. ng the Jewish workers ·to the struggle 

agains·I; ·!;heir miserable lot. 

For, :i:b must be borne in mind, that the en·l;ire Yiddis~culture 

in America is a product of the Jewish labor movement. The Jewish 

radicals, in addition to their activity on the economic front, 

developed, through their educational efforts$ the taste of the 

masses for artistic literature, a modern theatre and a mature 

' 
125 

labor press. 

The Writers Develop Social Consciousness 

Not only did the Jewish-Socialist press serve as an educative 

elemen:I:; of great value in the Ghetto b~e:x:-l:;ending the intellectual 
126 

horizon of its inhabitants bu·!; the works of the poets and shor·b ... 

story writers also helped in a large measure to arouS>e ·the Jewish 
127 

masses to struggle. Thus was created, perhaps for the first time 

in .America, a social-conscious literature, that took ·l;he miserable 

~hop .condi·bions as its constant theme and reflected the bi -cter tor ... 
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ment of those ·bhat li·berally 11 sweated 11 out the:tr lives. The Yiddish 

writers described the conditions under which their people lived, 

their manners, problems and j.deas in a d:il:rec·b, simple 1 unpretentious 

:nm.nner. 11They merely tell without comment the facts they know. 

For the most par·!:;, these facts are gloomy and sordid, often light .. 

ened, hOi"fever, by the sense of the ridiculous, which seldom entirely 

deserts the Jew; and as likely as not rendered attre.ctioe by feeling 
128 

and by beauty of characteriza:bion11 
• 

When we consider that the vast majority of the inunigrants at 
129 

one time or another had experienced the sweat shop, j:l:; will not be 

hard to understand why the latter impinged i·l:;self so much upon the 

Yiddish literature of the ·time. The shop was the:i.:r world and their 

life was oircumscribed and rather unhappy. This made the Russian 
130 

Jews of the East Side into "realists il\1.iterary faith 11 and helps 

to explain the t~loomy strain which predominated in the crea·bions 

of ·bheir literary artists. The appearance of the poets and story 

writers of the 80s and 90s thus marked e. further step in the growth 

of Jewish culture 
1 

at the same ·bime ·bhat the proletarianization of 
131 

·bhe Jewish masses ushered in a new period of American-Jewish his·l:;ory., 

'!'he two marched side by side, indicating the close rolationship of 

art to social conditions. 

The first working-class poet and perhaps the outste.nding li·ber-

ary figure of' the Jewish radical movement was Winchevski, whose sym-

pathies ran the gamut of many causes from the Haskalah to the Conunu-

nist movements. He was one of Jche founders of Jewish Socialism in 

England and later played a significant role in American radical cir

cles. Ten volumes of h:i.s collec-l:;ed writings attes·b to his versatility 

as author of poems, stories 1 dramas, f.eullitones 1 fables 1 articles, 



132 
epigramsJ e·bo,. Thoµ'gh his critics valued his prose more, it was 

the poetry that won him popular acclaim. He sang of the struggle 

of the masses in a simple, direct; manner, brimming w:i.th love for 
133 

his people• He was a man of high culture, conversant with world 

· literature and mD.ster of his dialec·b. All his poems treated social 

questions and the misery of the lower strata of society. Ye,bhough 

he had a pronounced Socialist bias, his pid;ures are drawn true to 

life.. Though he often describes Jewish life~ this is but an acci

dent of his themes, for only his language is Jewish. "Everything 

else is of a universal nature end the freeing of socie·t;y from the 
134 

yoke of oppression is the burden of' his songs. 11 

The most original poet of the time was Morris Rosenfeld, a 

simple and sensitive talent., who himself suffered the prive.;bions 

of hunger and back .. brealcing toil. As he once declared: 11 ! worked 

in the swea·t; shop in the daybime and at night I worked at my poems. 

I could not help writing them. Jl..ty heart was full of bitterness .. 

If my poems are sad and plaintive, :i.t is because I expressed my 
135 

own feelings and because my surroundings were sad11 e His ·was a dy-

namic and volcanic ·temperament, uncontrolled and unfet·bered by the 

demands of form, deeply roo·bed in reality and possessing little iro.a ... 
136 

ginative or refleo·bive power. He utte1•ed cries of anguish and des-

pair as he reproduced the things that he saw in his surroundings. 

A great sadness permeated a.11 his verse,. He migh"l~ have been entirely 

rwglected, had no·b Leo Wiener, a professor of Slavic Literature at 

;Harvard, inttod\l.c~d him to the world through a prose translation 
137 

of his 11melodious threnodies 11 in 1898. Though he condemned the pre-

sent order of th:i.ngs 1 he did not grind any particular axe• He only 

railed against the iniqui'C;y of the swae.:b shop and the destiny tha·b 



-95-

compelled him, the master of the pen, ·bo become the slave of' the 
138 

needle. Thus Rosenfeld in 11wee.r+ccents sings to the maimed spirit 

of' ·bhe Jewish slums. It is a fresh, naiive no·be, the pathetic cry 
139 

of the bright sp:lri t crushed in the poisonous air of the Ghetto. 11 

The .Anarchis·bs also produced two worthy representatives of' their 

ce.use: Edelstadt and Bovshover. The former, ·bhough active in the 

Yiddish ILiterature for only four years yet managed to aarve a niche 

for himself. His poetry is very didactic~ often full of praise for 

.Anarchists and other heroes of freedom nwho have fallen in ·bhe un-

equal combat with the present conditions of society11
.. Only one poem 

was d:lrected especially ·bo Jewish readers,(though he appeared reg;u

larly in Jewish organs) in which he said that they 11 ha.ve escaped 

from the cruel Muscovi'bes only to be jailed in the dusky sweat shops 
140 

where they slowly bleed at the sewing machines 11
• His verses, f'ull 

of "flaming protest against capi'ba.lism and seething pathos 11 were 

sung by Jewish workers in Russia in factories~ seer.et meetings and 
141 

at demonstrations. Edelstadt, an atheist and internationalist, 

regarded li tera·bu:re as a weapon in the struggle for emancipation 

and ·bherefore always used the srune ·!;hemes, though he was quite suo

oess:f.'ul in varying the form of the ma·berial. He died in his la·be 

twenties in Denver, a sick and weary man, but his song in which 

11 roars a sea of human ·bears, mi:x:ed with the poet's bloodn served. 
142 

as a model which vrtis imitated by :ma:my new and younger singers. 

Bovshover belonged to the second period of ,Jewish revolu·bionary 

poetry, for he became active in the 90s. He was very much influenced 

by the above-men·bioned w:ri ters but later on was at·bracted to Emerson, 

Whitman and Nfarkham. At i'irst he appeared in all radical periodi

cals, but a.f-l;er 1892 confined himself to the Anarchist publication. 

- His literary career can be divided into two periods. In the first, 

:,j, 



11each le·bter is a tear" and he wrote af·l;er the fashion of the pio-

neer radical poets. In the second, however, he was not as fanati-

cal and revolu-bion-enthusiast as before. He began living in a 

world of dreams and manifested little in·berest in the concrete prob

lems of life, becoming even indifferent ·l:;o ·bhe fate of the Jewish 

labor movement. He did no·t possess a i'ighting heart as did his 

predecessors, did not participate in polemics nor in the factional 

quarrels of his ·l:;ime but longed ai'ter his ideal of a quiet life, 
143 

devoid of cares. He ended his days, however, in an insane asylum. 

A very unique talent was later discovered in the person of 

Liesin, who also served in later years as the very capable editor 

of the "Ztlkunft 11 • kb the e:nd of the last century, though he was 

a mere youth, he was already considered 11an imaginative critic, 

a violent Socialist and an excitable lover of nature 11
• He possessed 

a broad and in some respects a very thorough education. His was 

11the poetry of Socialism and nature, and one form .... (was) as ·l:;ur ... 
144 

bulent as the o·bher 11 • A·l:; a time when the radical poetry was ±'ull 

of propaganda and abstract concepts, he introduced ·the lyrical ele-

ment as well as concrete expression. His social tendencies vvere 

'·thus colored wj:l:;h subjective j.ndividualism whioh added verve and 
145 

spirit to his writings. 

The short-story writers also helped to enlighten the Jewish 

"'· working masses. Thus, s. Libin, himself a ·worker, depic·bed with 

gra.at fee ling and unfailing; pa·bhos and humor the sordid conditions 

of Ghetto life. He pic·bured his envirorunent almost naively, with-
146 

out conu:nent and without subtlety, in a way to draw tea.rs• His sim-
147 

ple sketohes,contained in a small collection, were considered to 
148 

be among the best Ghe·l;·l:;o stories written in New Yorli:. The shadow 
ove.v 

of ·bhe swea·l; shop hoversAhisStories and it seems as though Li bin's 
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149 
pen were dipped in the ink of' human sorrows. Though he does no·b 

possess very keen observation, vivid imagination or partioularly 

no·beworthy style, he has one striking oharacteristio: a feeling of 

sympathy and understanding for ·bhe weary and drudging figures whose 

struggles he por·brays. 

Leon Kobrin, though he also won fa:m.e as a playwright, has been 

termed, the 11 saj;irist of tenement society".. For "many of his sket .. 

ohes are satirical, some are rather burlesque desorip·bions of Ghetto 

types, and some suggest the sad 'problem' element whioh runs through 
150 

Russian literature"• His sketches of European life were, however, 

oonsidered ·bo be superior to those of the American environmen·t:. 

As he himself' explained: 11 When I described the life of the Jews 

here, I saw wandering souls$ whoso form had :no·b yet been shaped, rt: 

and a li:E:'e of chaos and confusion ••• and it is not a simple ma:bter 
151 

to create images out of such chaos. 11 

Jacob Gordin was also active in both spheres of' literary en-

· deavor. He was a well-educated man who lmew several languages and 

literatures quite thoroughly. 11Iiis greater resources of culture 

and his sharper na:l:;ural wit h.13.ve made of him by far the most pra.c-
152 153 

ticed writer of' the lot 11
8 In his sketches, however, he used literary 

techniques to heighten ·bhe effect and remained less true to facts 

. than his other .colleagues. There was too much of ·the theatrical 

and sensational spirit in them, while a number abounded with contempt 

for the America, which he often satirized. 



SECTION THREE: FlffiTBER PROGl"Ui:SS OF THE SOCIA.lIST CAUSE,1900-14 

The development of Sooinlist sentiment in this country, as 

measured by the increase in the ·l:;otal ballo·t cast for its candi· 
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dates from 130 ,336 in 1900 ·l:;o 641, 789 in 1910, indicated that the 

radical movement was no longer confined to ·the foreign-born. A 

combination of factors, among which might be included the concen• 

tration and trustifioation of oapi"l:;al, the emergence of the petty• 

bourgeois class, represented by the radical intelligentzia, as an 

oppositional :force against the existing order, the appearance of 

11reform11 parties, the Russian immigratj.on and ·l:;he agitation stimu• 

la:ted by the Moyer-Haywwod ,affair, contri bt1ted toward the further 

enlig;htemJlent of the vast masses of workers e.nd ·the cul"lfrvation of 

their sympathies for the partisans of social change. The Jewish 

sec·tion alone, it seems, did not fully par·bicipa·l:;e in the upsurge 

of the Sooialis·l:; cause, for not all ·l:;he soars of the previous fac .. 

tional battles had as yet been healed. The early 1900s remained 

years of chaos and distraction in the ranks of the radical-minded 
155 

Jewish workers. 

Perhaps one of ·bhe causes of this s·tandstill and even vmning 

influence on ·the part oi' ·!;he Jewish Socialists was their attitude 

toward the trade unions.. As Feigenbaum pointed ou·b in the 11 Zukunft
11 
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at this time, many of them stayed outside the labor organize:tions, 

failing to understand the Marxian principle that since the unions 

improved the workers 1 lot and trained. them :i.n the revolutionary 

struggle, they could well serve as a strong basis for Socialism. 

The majority of party members, furthermore 1 were recrui"bed from 

outside ·the ranks of i;he working class and hence did not full::iappre ... 

oiate the necessj.ty of first winning their spurs, so to speak, in 
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the daily economic struggles. Reviewing the approach of the Social-

Democrats to the trade union question for the past ·bwelve years, 

Feigenbaum :i..ndicated that a full cycle of changing opinions had 

been reached and H; was therefore essential to start with fundamen-

ta.ls all over again in 1903. 

Another con.tril)uting factor was the influence of H.ussian evqnts 

upon the East Side residents which lead to a loss of' interest in 

purely local questions. The public was still engrossed in debates 

concerning the rela·l:iive merits of the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks 

or the relationship of the Bund to the R .. S. D.P. or else was pulleCJ. 
157 

along by the ne.tionalis·b wave which the Kishinev pogrom released. 

The fact ·!:;hat many of the :i.nunigrants had not managed fo become nat-

uralizod might also aacount for the small Sooial:i..s·b vote gained run 

the Jewish quarter. '.1'hus, in 1904, though a spirited crunpaign was 

oonduciied by the 11First Agita:bion District" in behalf of the popu:tar 

Barondes as candidate for Congress, the vo·l:;ing strength mustered in 

the district, considered to be the fortress of radicalism in ·l:;he 
158 

Ghetto, was far from satisfactory. 

In· the mean·bime, however, the Jew:i.sh labor press was f'lourilh ing;. 

Particularly did the 11Vorwarts" grow in strength and establish wide 

contacts with the working people, until it beoa.me 11 the most widespread, 
159 

richest and influential" Jewish paper in the world• It was not a 

party organ but claimed to represent ·bhe entire Socialist mowement. 

In i"bs early days, financial and editorial difficulties almost 

brought a quick end to its existence. But wH;h Cahan's re·burn to 

·' the s·baff,, as a result of which it was converted into a more po11ular 
160 

paper,, and the growing Jewish immigration, its future became seour e. 

The disappearance of the "Abend Blatt 11 fron the newspaper market 

.. j 

·: \ 
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161 
also removed a formidable opponent from the scene. Other smaller 

periodicals were issued from time to time but none could survive 

the s.truggle for readers and financial support. 

A dis-satisfaction with the prevailing status of the labor press.11 
162 

nevertheless, was expressed :i.n some circles. The Socialist papers 

were critiitrized for catering too much to the newcomers 0.:nd for pay ... 

ing too much attention to the growing subscrip-bion lis·bs. The group 

publishing the · "Vorwarts 11 was blamec\ for the demoralization of ·bhe 

movement and chastized for committing the same faults by vir·bue of 
I 

·which it had broken away' from the 11ArbeH;er Zeitung 11
• Ye·b it was 

not necessary to star·b new organs, as was contemplated by some in-

di vi duals, but to convert the existing ones into serious and hones'!:; 

spokesmen of the Socialist cause, the ori't-;:i.cs :main-bained. 

All ·this time the Arbei-t;er Ring continued to strike deep roots 

among ·l:;he Jewish toilers. Thus, the Workingmen 1 s Circle Society 

of New York vv:i:bh its two branches in Harlem and Brooklyn, totaling; 
163 

·abo'u·b 390 members, organized itself as an order on Sept. 4,, 1900. 

Soon, by the time .of its first conv1:mbion in March, 1901, there 

e~isted nine branches, located in three states, with 644 members. 

Its spirit was 11 one of' solidarity of the workers and faithfulness 
164 

to ·t;he interests of' their class in its struggle against oppression11
e 

· No issue was raised any more over the religious and philosophical 

inclinations of the members, if we may judge by the membership call 

issued by the provisional general secretary, himself' a well-lmown 

e:bheis·t. Such tolerance was a concession to the need of' building 

a :mass basis for the organization. Perhaps for the same reason 

and because the rank and file played such a domina.n·b role in the 

establishment of this order, factional disagreements were put aside 

i ' 
! 

,, 
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and the doors were opened to all progressive-minded candidates. 

Though at first it was the weakest of the various sec·bors of 

the Jewish labor movemen-b, subjected to the indif':ference and oppo-

si·bion of many elements~ the Arbeiter Ring manag,-ed in the course of' 

time ·bo surpass many of the other working class organizations. It 

con·bributed toward the support of strikers, the political campaigns 

and various revolu·bionary funds. It also provided a :forum front 

which the workers and their children might be reached, although the 

radical intellectuals for the most part looked down upon i"l:;s acti

vities as not contributing sufficiently to the need of social 
165 

change. 

Anarchism as a movement had already de·beriorated in the 90s. 

Y·et it s·bill exerted an inf'J.uenoe as an eduoa;bi<bnal force.. A num-

ber of intellectuals and sympathetic workers remained loyal to tm ir 

views and con·binued to be aoti ve in the unions and in the Arbeiter 
'\, 

Ring. 'l'he 11Freie Arbeiter S:ijun~e 11 was revived as a weekly for some 

time but had ·bo cope with serious financial obstacles,. The police 

.persecutions after McKinley's assasination and the passage of a law 

direc·bed against the Jiuarchists by the New York Legislature soon 

brought their activities to a close in the Jewish neighborhood,. 

Ftrbure attempts to broaden the scope of influence of the small sect 

were no more successful than previous one had been and ·bhe movement 
166 

died a more or less lingering death. 

Suddenly, like e. bol·b of ligb:l;ning, the Russian Revolution in 

1905 cut across the cloudy skies of the Jewish labor movement. The 

events over seas served as a refreshing source of hope and confidence 

in the ultimate· might and ideals of the working class. Jijven before 

this, however, close contactr~ had been mainta:i.ned by the irmnigran'\.~s 

wlth the Bund.. A branch of the latter orga.niza·bion was, for instance, 

I 'i 

' i 
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167 L~ 
established in New York 9,i ty in 1900• Such 11 landslei·b 11 leagues for 

the support of the Bund 3 whose purppse vro.s ·t;o initiate the newcomers 
168 

into the local radical movemen-b, continued to sprout everywhere. 

In 1904, abou·b 40 of them formed a 11Central .Association" to popula-
169 

rize the Bund ideology and to r{.d.se money for the movement in Russia. 

The o·l;her Russian parties also had their representatives and adhe ... 

rents in the country who conducted qui·be a hectic oonrpe·bi tion amongst 

themselves. r .. a.bor leaders had also been sent since 1903 ·bo main·bain 

the ties that had been formed bet"Ween ·the two lands and ·bhese ·toured 

many ci tiess addressing iuass-mee·bings and winning 11 souls 11 for their 
170 

respective organizations. l!'inally, thousands of participants in 

the struggle agains-t ·bhe Czarist regime were themselves driven to 

these shores and sooner or later were recruited into the ~merican 

army of Socialism. 

But the defeat of the revolutionary ~psurge in Russia caused 

(_f:,fl1'·"~' I 

the Jewish workers to once m6re diver·!; their attention ·bo condi .. 

tions in this country. '.l!hus, in 190?, the 11Jewish .Agitation 13ureau11 

171 
was established. This was pax .. I:; of the desire to es·bablish a special 

JeWish Socialist organize:tion, operating on a national basis, which 

was felt by ·bhe immigran·b Bundists and by those residing in the pro

vincep{. It,. however, met wi·bh the opposition of those elements who 

wished the Jew:i.sh workers not to isolate themselves from the larger 

movement of which they were part. Yet the Bureau was founded and 

soon was recognized 3 in 1908, by the Socialist Party Executive Com• 

mittee as one of' the language groups which were then being formed• 

Speakers were sent out ·through the country; ye·b the results of all 
172 

this activity did not qui·be meet with expectations. 
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Nationalist Sen-biments Come ·bo Expression ----"'-- - ~ 

From the few articles available to the writer, it seems that 

the Jewish party members were groping with a serious problem, one 

which the Jewish radical movement both in Russia and in this coun ... 

try was hard-pressed to solve. Every one recognized the need of 

na·bional organizations spreading Socialism in accordance with ·bhe . 

language and psychological needs of the various groups but few could 

determine wha·b form these should take. In commenting on the above

mentioned Bureau, a 11Zukunft11 contributor wro·be tha·b i·bs organizers 

did not have a clear goal nor well-formulated principles before ·l:;hem~ 

and that :tt :therefore fa1.led to develop into a mass organization. 

To a certain extent ·bhe idea of establishing a Jewish Socialist cen-

ter in America was indeed revolutionary if we take into account 

the cosmopolitan tendencies tha-b flourished in the Eas·I:; Side Ghe-t;to. 

Yet merely to spread propaganda in a language suited to the national 

psychology of the Jewish people w~ no·b enough. A na.tional Jewish 

·Socialist authoritative body 1 organically united with the Jewish 

laboring; masses, and concerned w.i. th their social, economic and po-
173 

litical questions, alone could meet the needs of ·bhe hour. 

On the· eve of the third conven·bion of the Bureau, Winchevski 

therefore recommended that it become a federation of Jewish Socia-

. list propaganda sooietie s 1 though not acting as a s~pe.ra·be poli ti-

oa.l party.. Within this organization, the new inunigrru1·bs would re-

eeive ·braining; as future members of the Socialis·b Party ,for only 

the Americanized elements should belong to the la;bter. Otherw:i.s e,, 

he lllfl.irrbained, the liquidation of the present strnc·l:;ure would be 

the best way out, for ·bhe process of Americanization was mak:i.ng head

way among the Jewish workers, with the result that ·bhe leaders of 
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the Jewish movemen·b were becoming estranged from the Yiddish lang

uage and hence were little understood by ·the masses. According to 

his proposal, ·t:;he lenguage seo-1.~ion would serve merely as the tran-

sitional point between the immigrant status and acclimatization to 
174 

the American environment. 

The convention, however, rejec·bed his proposal. This step le ad, 

according; to Winohevski, to the loss of interest and enthusiasm on 

the part of the inunigrants in the Socialist cause, for the par·by 

was giving but scant at·tention at the time to the national qu·es·bion. 

He therefore :made another suggestion tha·t; a Jewish-American Socialis·t:; 

Bund be create'd, which would provide a means for schooling the 

East Side residents in the teachings of Socialism, as was done by 
175 

the German model. 

Yet it wafm 1·b un·bil 1912 that the Bureau responded in part to 

the suggestions which the above-mentioned writers forwarded. At 

·that ·time, ·though ·the Jewish working masses were showing unusual 

resourcefulness on the economic :f'ront, their Socialist sympathies 

were being exp:r.essed only at the polls and not through any direot 

'affiliation with the party. The reasons for this, aocording to 

one conunentator were the following: 1. too many were suffering; from 

the effects of Anarchism and were conten·l; with being mere radical SJ 

· 2. many were not capable of syste:nw:bio emd s·beady VTO:r.k in one field 

of endeavor; 3. ·there were many ac·l:;ive Social:i.sJcs in the unions who 
176 

forgot their party origin. 

The Jewish Socialist Federation therefore orune into existence 

because the Socialist Party, recognizing the inunigrant charao·ber 

of the working class, was now re-organizing; on the basis of the na-

tional autonomy idea. The national federations which it establ:l.shed 

I, 
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continued to remain under the authority of the party in general 

matters but retained their independent status as respects ·bheir pro-

paganda and organizational form. They were represented thvough their 

seore·barie s in the national headquarters and had the right to appear 
177 

a·b sessions of ·bhe Executive Committee. At the time of its estab-

lishment, the J.,S.,F. contained about 25 branches, with 700-1000 mem-
1'78 

bers. Yet, though it:·grew in size to about 2000 members in 1913, 

its progress was somewhat disappointing. True it gathered together 

the existing forces, despite ·\:;he poverty of talent in the organiza ..... 

tiona.l, literary and oratorical f'ieJ.ds; ye·l:; the results were no·b 

commensure:be with ·!:;he rapid strides which the labor and radical move-

me.nts were making in the country at large., 

On the ev·e of its second convention in New Haven, the issue 

remained as of old: how to convert::the widespread Socialis·I:; senti-

ment among the Jewish masses into a political factor. F'or thirty 

years ·!:;he Jewish Socialist mov·ement had been in existence in New 

York City, yet it was no·l:: till the IPedera·bion crone into being that 
180 

the needs of the Jewish masses as such came up for attention. This 

lack of concern was revealed, according to Winchovski, in the fail-

ure of the convention to take ac·bion on the Bailis trial currently 
181 

taking place in Russia. Perhaps this fact -was responsible for the 

weak party structure in the East Side. The following reasons might 

also have contributed: 1. The .Arbeiter Ring was also active in dis-

semins:bing Socialist propaganda and hence many saw no need ±'or affi

liating with the party; 2. the trade unions were activated by a ra-

dical spirit and lead by Socialis·bs; 3 .. the more forward-looking 

workers did not believe in a specifically Jewish branch of the 
182 

movement. 



At last in 1914 was the orovming success of the past efforts 

ree.ched,when Myer London vm.s elected to the u.s. Congress. During 

·the pas"l:; four years the Jewish labor movement had come of age, while 

the labor press, Arbeiter Ring and ·the Jewish Socialist 1',ede:ration 

ware attaining their peak of effectiveness. The campaigns on the 

East Side were being transformed into very dramatic poll tical 

struggles be-tween Ta:rru:n.any Hall and the Socialists, as the Republi

cans with.drew to the background• VVhen London ran for the th'.L rd 

time as candidate, there was a great ou·tpouring of support on the 

part of' the trade unions, which organized special conunH;·t:;ees, col-

lected money in the shops and matched forces with the crooked 

Tammany politicians. Thus for ·the first time it happened that :New 
183 

York Gtty sen·t a Socialist ·to the House of Representatives. This 

• t;o 
indeed was a grand climax ~ a glorious epoch in American-Jewish 

his·bory and in the fortunes of' the Jewish labor and ;radical move-

men t of this country• 

' ' 
! 
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Introduc·hion 

The industrial base of the Jewish labor movement in this coun-

try has been the clothing industry. It was no·t; a mere fortuitous 

ciroums·t;ance, however, that the growth of. the needle trades coin-

cided vri th the vas·I:; influx of ·l:;he Russian.M,Jewish immigrants in the 
1 

iast 1...vvo decades of the 19th century. Though the manufacturing of 

garments received much impetus from the Civ:i.l War and the :l.nvention 

of ·bho sewing machine~ it was the abundant supply of human ma·berial,, 

willing to toil under 't'.he most unfavorable circumstances, that was 

large1y rE-)Sponsible for the rapid rise of this industry. 

The new arrivals concentrated in the clothing trade for a num-

ber of reasons. In the first place, seventy percent of them remained 

as. permanent settlers in New York City and therefore had to seek 

immediate means of livelihood. As tho metropolis was the center 

of' this industry·, it na:b.u•ally a:ttracted the new wave of immigration 
2 

as j:l; had the previous ones. Thus, a s·t;udy by the Baron de Hirsch 

F'und of the New York Glj.etto in ·bhe 80s reveals that ou·b of' 21,979 

persons employed, 78% were industrial workers, of whom 80% were en-
3 

gaged in the various branches of the clothing industry. Secondly., 

the nature of the work was such that very little skill was required. 

This fact was perhaps one of the most vital factors in convei~ting 

a.people of traders, artisans and 11luftmenschen11 into one of indus ... 

trial workers. Likewise, ·(;he past occupational predUections of 

·l:;he Russian Jews no doubt contribu·l:;ed to their vocational tenden-

oies iri ·!;heir new env-iro111n.an.t. 

Finally, it must be borne in mind that by 1880 most of the 

German Jews who had played a dominant role in the second-hand clo-

. thing trade in the previous two decades had entered ·(;he manufacturing 
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4 
branch and by 1890 had gained entire control of the industry. Many 

of these served on the immigrant-aid committees and naturally sought 

to divert the stream. of the new labor supply to their shops. The 

in:unigrants, on the other hand, handicapped by ignorance of the native 

tonue, ind:i.sposed to work in :factories, were more than eager to en ... 

tar establishments under Jewish management. 

Evils of ·bhe Cloth:i.ng Industry 

Consequently, the labor organizations which ca.me in-bo be:i.ng 

when these newcomers rebelled under the oppressive weigh"b of. the 

sweat shop condiM.ons displayed ·brai·bs which arose out of the nat-ure 
5 

of. the clothing industry H~seli'• It is therefore necessary to dwell 

for a few moments on the oharacteristios of this trade in order to 

gain an insight in·bo the obstacles that confronted the pioneers of 

Jewish trade unionism. 1rhese were as follows; 

1. The seasonal character of the ·brade perhaps formed one of 

its most sel.~ious problems. 110uts1.de of the t-wo rush seasons of 
6 

·bhree or four months each, there is prac·bioally no work11
• During 

the intervening slack periods, the majority of the workers were 

therefore placed on a part-time basis while the rest were discharged 

f'rom their jobs.. The high turnover tha·b thus resul·bed created a 
7 

11fluid labor force 11 which was hard to organize,. Since many of the 

manufacturers did not maintain their own establish:nents, as we shall 

later see, ·bhey th.i-ew 11all the losses of the dull period upon the 

employees •• By means oi' this stystem, a mass of unskilled labor (was) 

effectively organized for wo1•k when wanted and cast adrift w readily 
8 

when the need (was) over 11 
• 

2,. The existence of small shops and i;he excessive competition 
9 

between them undermined the earning power of the workers. For in 
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this industry, large establishments had no great advantage over the 

smaller ones. The latter couid maintain their position in the field 

since the~ere less subjeot ·bo legislative supervision and could 

utilize the over-supply of cheap and needfy labor as well as take 

advantage of the ignorance of the foreign worker •. , who was at the 
10 

mercy of the contractor, often of his own nationality. 

3., The lltok of oempetitive abili.ty on the pa.rt of the wage ear

ners and the existence of unskilled and organized workers always 

ready to drift into ·the industry hindered the growth of the labor 

movement., 'rhe sweat shop system and the fluctuations of the seasons 

preven·bed the development of a feeling of' solidarity among the Jewish 
11 

toilers. Gains of strikes were soon lost in the slack period and 

the large numbers of small firms necessitated a thousand small 

victories. The large propor·bion of women workers in the industry 

(in 1880J there were 22,253 women out of 25,192 employees in the 
lh2 

ladies' garment industry) also impeded un:i.onization., for the latter 

are much harder tq organize. 

4. The clothing indus·bry suffered from changes in the prospe-

· rity of the oonsumer and was thus affected by ·bhe various orises 
13 

that s1vept the country. Likewise, the fashion trends played a.n im• 
14 

porta.nt role, particularly in the m:i.llinory trade. 

These particular manifestations of the clothing markets., and 

·bhe sweat shop evil in particn.1lar, demanded unions of a. 'new type 1 

strong and self ... reliant ones that could exercise some control over 

the industry. There '\f\TaS a great need !flor labor to "organize so 

thoroughly as to provide the necessary cohesive force 11 in an indus-
15 

trial sec"bor that was so chaotic and disorganized. And in partic-

-uiar was the demand urgent to uproot the sweating system that was 

I. 
1: 
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16 
most prevalent in the clothing trade. 

'What was this system? I"(:; is best defined in the words of 

Henry· White, a former secretary of the United Garment 1JUorkers of 

.America: 11 The term 'seating system• has a general meaning, but is 

specifically used to describe a condition of labor in which a maximum 

of work in a given time is performed for a minimum wage, and in 
17 

which ·!:;he ordinary rules of. heal th and comfort are disregarded11 • 

This almost permanent ins·tid:iution in the clothing trades, which 

11originated in the competitive struggle for existence of the immi

grants and the poverty-str:t.cken masses" an.d the insatiable greed 

for profit of' the manufacturers came into being before the errbry 
18 

of the Russian Jew in the garmen·t industry. It was an industrial 

problem and could not be explained only in ·terms of the inferior 

living standa~ds of the aliens or the racial characteristics of the 

workers or the distaste of' Jewish workers for the factory system 
19 

with its discipline and regualr hours e 1.rhough ·i:;he development of the 

swaat shop was fostered in some measure by the mental ru1d industrial 

habits of the Jewish irnmigrants, it was nevertheless due in the 
20 

main to ·the technical and business conditions of the trade. 

Indeed every race has contributed its quota of sweated labor. 

For this system was established at the very beginning of the ready

made garment ·trade in the 1820s, thoue~h the immigration tide of ih e 

80s did help to expand it ·co huge proportions. Nor was :i:b restric ... 

ted to the making of clothes. Sweating is possible 11 :1.n any indus

try in which are present three essential conditions: (a) a crowded 

popula'bion in large cities, (b) contract work, and (c) inexpensive 

. machinery .... Newly arrived inunigrants crowded in large cities are 

the. most helpless victims of ·bhe system, and, b~their willingness 

to submit ·to almos·b any terms of employment :i.n order to live, are 
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the source of a fierce oompeti ti on which intensifies the very evils 
22 . 

under which they suffer." The raoi.al element is therefore not as 

decisive a factor as some writers mistakenly maintain it is. 

Very few of the large fir.ms who controlled the industry had 

·l:;he manufacturing process done on their premises. There were mi.d-

dlemen in abundance who 11 oontraoted 11 to make up the out garments 

in their shops. · 1rhe lat·ber were usually quartered in their own 

living apartments or in condemned rear tenements. In th~ manner 

was ·bhe wholesale meroharrl~ absolved of all responsibility for ·bhe 

industrial oondit:lons of the workers, for the small shops were not 
23 

subject to ·l:;he state factory laws.. The oontrac·bor, harried by com-

petition, drove thE-) wages of the workers down to the lowe s-t; level 

possible, increased the hours of toil and paid scant a:t·bemion to 

the lilnsani·tary conditions. Sewing machines were cheap,, ·bhe process 

of production simple and the capital required f'or the esta.blislunent 

of such a shop was meagre indeed. Renee the con·brao·bor became the 

one to whom the manufacturer shifted the burden of ·braining and su-

pervising the immigrant workers and adjusting them to the seasonal 
24 

fluctuations. In i.;his oapa.ci ty he might have been of beneficent 

value to the individual manufacturers, ye·l; he was more "Hke ·a pi• 

ra.te (who made) rtd.ds upon the trade> leaving a trail of' demoraliza-
25 

tion in his wake". 

Though sweating was no·l:; ooino:tdent wi·bh any particular indus

try, it ·l:;hrove ·l;o a large extent in those which are "characterized 

by ·bhe large proportion of female labor, ·l;he small ra·bio of oapi·bal 

to ·bhe vaJ.ue o:f.' ·the produo·b and the oonoen·bration in the oi ties 11 e 

'l'he following table derived from the Twelfth Census illustrates 
26 

·!;his point: 
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Average No. of Workers 
Propor·l:iion of Women 
Proportion of Chqdron 

Men•s furnishing 
-· .Q.00~ ~ 

Ratio of Capital to Product 
Prop .. of Workers in Big; Cities 

30,216 
83.67 
2.06 

45.93 
83.70 

Shirts 

38,,492 
80.73 
2.11 

41.43 
67 .. 10 

Cigars& 
'C'iga"re:E'Jce s ·--- ,_ 

103,462 
36.50 
3.41 

43.25 
67.10 

The sweater very often onme from the ranks of the very people 

he was axploi"l:;ing.. In fact a very close in-l:;imaoy was of-l:ien estab

lished bet-ween the "boss 11 and his workers. For the sweat shop at 

first was a 11patriarchal-'1andsman 1 institution11 ., N0 t until the 
27 

growth of unions did olases develop between the two groups. This 

has been well depicted in Asch 1s 11 Uncle Mosesu., But between the 

wealthy German manufacturer and the Russian-Polish workers there 

existed a wj.de economic and social chasm. nThe manufacturer looked 

down upon the worker with contempt; the worker looked up to the 

:rrumufa.oturer with an e.nimosity born of deeply felt wrongsn,. Thus$ 

"the class struggle in Israel was fought in the clothing industry 
28 

of the new wo:rl~ 

i 

.i 



SECTION ONE: PIONEER ATTEMPTS AT UNIONIZATION, 1880·90 

Though the vast majority o:r immigrants, as no·ted, found employ

ment in the clo·bhing industry, others tried ·l:;o---eJ.t--a-ou't; a:·-preoarious 

existence as bakers~ cigar makers, house pa.inters and faotory wor• 

kers. For the most pa.rt without technical training of any kinds 

they were left to the mercy of the employers. ttMeroiietfr,fly-e:xploited 

by them and despised by their American fellow workers as wage cutters 11
, 

they completely lacked self-assertiveness and the power of resist-
29 

a.nee• Their living standards we re abysmally low; while oondi tions 

in the shops were intolerable. Their response to the agita.tional 

activities of the radical intelligentzia. was also ha.lf'-hear·l:;ed,. 

... For ·they could not quickly cas·t off the tradition of compe·bi·ti-ge in ... 

di vi dualism nor shake off the influence of the conservative religious 
30 

cul tu re whioh had followed them to the new land. 

In fact it "took twenty yea.rs of pe:tient and persistent work 

to educate the Jewish workers to a realization of ·bhe value of ·brade 

unionism in peaoe as well as in war~ and it was not until about 1910 

that ·bhe 1Jewish labor movement was organized on a solid and stable 
31 I 

basi st~!} i The spontaneous strikes of these early years were easi:J.,y 

quelled, for the immigrants did no·t ·"understand the technique of' 

organization and organized struggle~~·) They seemed to be -n·a:un, apa

thetic and unintelligib1J;(:) It was only after they had become a.co .. 

limatized ·l;o their environment that unionism received their consis

tent supp~;t. But until then ·bhey had to ki~~~e ·bheir way blindfol-

ded, as it were"' 

The labor movemerrb of this country d:td not reach out a helping 

·hand toward the newcomers. 11We were cheap labor from Eastern Europe 

oome here to reduce the American standard of living .... The spokesmen, 
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the interpreters of our grievances, ware therefore drafted from our 
33 

own ranlcs", writes one of these pioneers. The nevt unions that arose 

in the clothing industry were thus dedicated to the Socialist philo

sophy, for their purppse was not only to improve the immediate ma

terial conditions of the workers but also to prepare the ground fb r 
34 

the new social order. lror ·bhe radicals were the only ones who res ... 

ponded to ·the needs of the toiling Jewish masses. 11Those people 
u$· 

spoke of us, wrote for us and worked with#'\ '.L'hus each one of our 

gatherings, whatever the immediate object, was an occasion for spi-

rited propaganda for social justice in the b1'nadest sense. In that 

a·bmosphere our indus·brial organization was born. We argued out 

great social theories of the future before we discussed the 1 small' 

shop grievances of the day." This is the eloquent testimony of ihe 
35 

present secretary of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America. 

As a natural consequenoe of ·!;he initiative and irrberest shav n by 
\ 

the radioals, 11there was at all times a :rtrong bond of sympathy bet-

ween the Jewish labor movement and the Socialist movement; most of' 

the organizers, leaders and speakers of' the <Jewish ·trade unions 

came from the ranks of the Socialist Labor Party, and in return the 

organized Jewish working men for a number of years heartily cooper-

ated with the par·ty in all it undertook and promptly responded to 
36 

e.11 oi' its appeals 11 .. 

In one other respect did these innnigrants differ from the gen

feral run of .American trade unionists. '.rhey preferred the industrial 

structure of. labor orr~anization, although craft division did assar·t 

themselves from time to ·time.. By and large~ however, they may be 

regarded as amongst the pioneers, along with the miners and the 

brewery workers, of the new industrial unionism. 

The first deoade of the Jewish labor movement was not dist;ilt1.-

'i 
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guished by any unusual developments, except for the organization 

of a central body of Jewish unions, known as the United Hebrew Trades, 

in 1888. Till that time, sporadic attempts were made to organize 

the various trades in·bo which the immigrarrl:;s had penetrated but 

with little lasting success. Thus, by J.882 ·bhere were about 2 ,000 

Jewish cigarette makers employed in New York City, who served as 

·!:;he first "guinea pigi(_li~ These were the envy o:r all the other wc:r ... 

kers, for, after passint~ through a short period of apprenticeship, 

the/ f.<Y.t"J11er were able to earn about $10-12 d week. But when ·the 

foremen began lowering their wages, they arranged a mass mee·bing 

some time in 1883 and formed a uni.on.. However, it; was short-lived, 

for the leaders were soon discharged and the strike called in pro-

test against this action was lost. The introduc·l:;ion of machinery 

and the dismissal of the vast majority of employees was its final 
38 

death blow. During the same year the Dress and Cloak Make1• 1 s Union 

of New York called the first "inll1ligrant" strike for a ten hour day 

and a piece rate to allow a $15 weekly wage. The strike was won 

but the union soon disintegrated. Thms indeed 11vas the pattern of 

Jewish unionism for almost ·l;w-enty five years., '.rhe unbearable con

ditions would lead to an heroic crusade by an 11improvised organize.. ... 
• 39 

·bion11 wh:toh fell apart after the struggle was either won or lost. 

During the i'ollowing year, the better-paid Hungarian-Jewish 

workmen organlzed the Progressive Tailors Union, the first of its 
40 

kind in the ci·ty. It affiliated with the Knights of Labor and oon-

ducted a number of strikes, attracting several thousand craftsmen 

to its banners. In 1884, a special local of about 4,000 workers 
41 

in the Bast Side district was also formed • .A:b~r Cahan gives us a 

very--~v.i:v:i<l. desoription in his memoirs of tM first organizational 

' i 
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42 
m~-~~~j,gg_~~-__:_~_?.~ ___ :?:.~-~!--~~--~-~-=~-!'."?rn Kippur. In that same year, the first 

general strike of tailors in the men's clothing trade resul"l;ed in 

a victory, which helped to increase the union's membership to about 
43 

5,ooo. 

The first union to be organized entirely by the .. Russian-Jewish 

immigrants was that of the shirt maker.a in 1884;.) · Only slight improve-

ments were, _tmwever, gained. The o:rg;anization soon fell apart, when 

the ili-bellectuals, who had been its founders, withdrew from the 

trade. .During :i.ts c:ixistence, the contractors claimed a mutual in

terest with the workers and wished to be included in the union. 
44 

~ut this did not meet with ·bhe approval of the membership • .. ,~. 

'rhe great upheaval which swept the country :i.n 1885-6 likewise 

found an echo in the East Side tenement shops. On August 15s J.885 1 

the entire cloak trade of New York embarked on a two-week general 

strike, lead by the I)ress and Cloak N1akers 1 Union. This group we.s 

organized in 1882 as al. local as,sembly of the Knigh'l;s of Labor and 

we.s destined in the course of ·bime to become the backbone of the 
45 

J'ewish labor movement,. The 11revolt for brc-)ad and butter", as i·b 

was called, was se·btled by what seems to be the first ttrecord of 
46 

an agreeme11:b and of an arbitration committee in the industr;i~it•J 'J.'he 
'1.. 

stdke marked the fusion of Socialis·b intellectual forces wtth the 

raw working :mass. For the rad1.cals were able to formula·be the con-

fused demands of the embit·bered tailors and gave decided directitbn 
47 

·bo their spon:ba.neous outburs·b. In the.Jc srune year 1 the United Ta:llors 

Union came into being and set ou-f.; to a· ganize all ·bhe workers in 

·bh.e garment industry. It founded five branches~ won several vie-

·bo.ries against the contractors and reduced ·bhe working day to twelve 

hours.. By 1886,, however 1 the Socialist m.ernbers had managed to rep .. 
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lace the conserva:l:;i ve leadership because it appeared to ne gJ.ect 

·bhe 11higher interests of the working class, the s·bruggle agains·l:; 
48 

the wage system11 and to form the National Progressive Tailors Union, 
49 

which affiliated with the A.,F. of L. In the spring of 1886, the 

general strike of the cloak makers, whioh demanded ·bhe abolition 

of th~swea;l:; shop, met with failure, for the union la.eked funds and 
-1 50 

the contractors sided with the manufacturers., 

The ne~vest recruit was added to the growing list of labor or ... 
\, 

ganizations ~h~.~1 the Jewish Choristers Union was founded by an ac-

' tive Socialist,. .It remained under the supervision of the Jewish 
'\\ 

Workers Society. Th.a chorus of the Jewish theatre consisted at 
'· '·'-.,__ 

·the time of men and women who worked in the day time and sang at 
·,~ .. 

night. The union came int~· being in 1886 when one of its members ·., __ 

was struck on the cheek by the manager and instinctively sought some 

form of protection against f'u·bure mis:,;.treatment. I·b so imp:voved 

the position of the singers tha:b the latter gave up their other 

employment and devoted their full time to singing in the ·bhea:bre 
51 

and the synagogue. 

During 1886-7 
11 

shop strikes beoarne the fet.~ture of the process 

of "fixing prices 11 at the beginning~ of the season or when new styles 

were introduced in the ladies 1 garm(:>nt industry. Such 11 seasone.l 

unionj.sm 11 was not a very heal thy phenomenon, for almos·t every year 

the cloak makers were organized and every year ·bhe union went to 
52 

pieces. The union of tailors also dwindled in strength, for though 

thousands of them were employed in New York, no1 stable organiza• 

tj.on could be established. Its failure was probabl~due to , the 

lack of practical experience on the part of the leaders as well as 

the absence of :i.nterest by ·bhe membership on account of the shifting 
!. 
11~ 
1· :W 
'iT 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ...... -· .. !.;:~ 



... ns-
53 

personnel. This was a common curse ·bhat plagued all the Jewish 

labor bodies at this time: the unions disappeared as soon as ·!:;he 

strikes were over. Yet again in 1888 Israel Barski sought to re~ 

organize the defunct union as well as to form. a society of all ·!:;he 

20 ,000 ·tailors in .America. He ae~i ta·bed for his pet projects at the 

Hester Street 11Pig I!/Ji3..rket 11 , where the contractors looked for wor-

kers s and many other places. His plans~ however, failed to ma:beria-
54 

c ·• lize. 

' rl 

During 1888, a new trade was invaded by the apostles of unionism 

when nine workers established the Hebrew ... J\merioan Typographical Un-

ion of New York. I·bs predecessor had been org,anized in the form 

of a society; but, with the gr~n~'t:;h of the Yiddish press and the in-
' 

crease of' ac·bi vi ty in ·!:;he ·trade, the time mo st propitious for the 

emergence of a full-fledged union. Its demands for a ·t;en hour day 
55 

and a $9 weekly wage were readily met by the employers. 

Building from the Roof Down 

Yet by the end of the year, the situation amongs·t; J'ewish wor-

kers was not very favorable for trade unionism., A number of ·bhe 

unions had been dissolved dturing the course of the surmner, for 

they lacked the necessary funds to maintain themselves during ·the 
t \h'\ ., .. • \ 56 

strikes nor could t;_b.ey insti·l:;u-t;e a system of mutual help. Aiad in-

deed it "would have taken decades to build a Jewish labor movement 

from the bottom up$ educating the individual workers, forming them 

into organized trade groups and finally unH;ing the~into one co-
57 ,.1v 

o.perating bodY.'1)' Evidently it was necessary to erect the structure 

of Jewish unionism ·from the roof dovm,. Thus, the 8th branch of the 

Socialist Labor Party originated the idea of establishing a central 

labor body that would carry out this most vital task. The call 
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issued by these founders announced it was time "that the Jewish pro

le·tarian should know the protection of a central labor union to 

which he can apply for help in his many wage struggles, as well es 

for advice as to how to attach himself to the ranks of organized 
58 /3 

labor 11
• 

When Weinstein and Hillqui t scoured ·the East Side in search 

of unions, they could locate only ·those of the ohoris·ters and type

set·ters. It was therefore a small band of men, consisting of the 

delegates of the latter, with represexrbatives of the 8th and 17th 

bre:nohes of the S.L.P. ·and of the German trade unions, that estab-

lished on October 9, 1888 >the United Hebrew '.I.'rades, the organi2,ation 

which in time became the 11spiritual and intellectual fountain head 
59 

of the Jc~wish unions. 11 The United German Trades had served as the 

original inspiration for the new organization, as Magidow, who is 
60 

credi"l:;ed with being the originator of the idea, himself admits. 

At tha·tjtime the German workers practically controlled several im

portant industries in New York Ci"t;y and had also managed to build 

up a very prog;ressive labor movement, which was inclined toward 
61 

the Socialist ideal. They exerted a very profound influence upon 

the Russian-Jewish ilrunigrants and were of' considerable value in 

the i'orma:l;ive stages of their introduction to unionism., 

The ple:l;i'orm of the U. H .. T.. maintained that the unions had ban

ded together for the purpose of "mutually prc.)teoting each other 

against the oppression of capital; and in order to t.each the workers 

that they can only be freed from the yoke of' oapitalism through or-

ganiza·tion in the. trade unions, on ·bhe one hand, and through poli• 
62 1: 

tioal s-!:;ruggles, on the otherZ'.~J 'rhe demands made were as follows:: 

{l.) the existing work laws were to be carried out; (2) an 8 hour 

,1 I 
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working day; ( 3) no children under 14 were ·i:;o be employed; ( 4) the 

sweating sys·bam and contract work were to be abolished; ( 5) weekly 

wage payments were to be made in money and not in merchandizing or 

food; (6) equal pay for equal work of' men and women; (7) health su ... 

pervision in the mines, shops 9 etc.;( 8) abolition of ·bhe punishment 

for boycotting a firm and the removal of all privileges; ( 9) fir st 
63 

lien on wages in case of bankruptcy. This s·catement of principles 

was later on used as a ·b<~:id; for writing preambles by many Jewish 

trade unions. Couched in Marxian ·berminology 1 i·i:; formulated ·i:;he 

approach ·i:;o contemporary economic and political problems which cha-
64: J (' 

racterized the Jewish labor movement tha:b emerged in due time •.. 

Though only abou·l; 40 individuals formed the basis of support 

of the U.H.T. at ·l;he end of 1888, the spurt of activity displayed 

by its founders increased ·bhe munb.er of affilhrbed unions ·to that 

of eleven, wi·l;h 1200 members, six months later. Many strikes were 

conduo·l:;ed during the year, particularly i~che needle trades, as an 

angry outburst against the sweating syst:em swept through the ranks 

of labor. In fact during one period extendinp; i'or several weeks,, 

about 16,000 Jewish vrorkers laid down their tools. 
65 

urally play-ad 11first d?iddle 11 in these struggles. By 1890, 32 labor 
66 

organizations had responded to the call of the new cent;t"al body. 

Practically all the industries in vrhioh Jewish toilers were engaged 

in substantial numbers soon fel·l; the organizing arm of the U.H .. T. 

The ideological clash between the Socialists and Anarchists 

was soon carried over into the .e c0nomio front, as both groups foig ht 

for supremacy in tl1~ utd.ons. The reactions of an ordinary worker 

to this atmosphere of narrow fanaticism and slanderous criticism 

cul'l:;i'Vated by both sides vms reflected in a letter sent in to the 
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"Freie Arbei"C;er Stumef~J The wri·ter complained the.;\; the debaters 

often :i.ndulged in personalities and. hardly ever stuck close ·l;o the 
67 .. 

issues involved. Some of tP,e more fanatic Anarchists even carried 
,,. 

on an agitation agaiJist( the Socialist-minded U. II. T. and :made an abor-
, .. 

tive attempt ·~9_,..,6~~anize an opposi·tional central body. They soon, 
,/ 

/ 

however, tealized that their hos·tile atti·tude would damage their 
// 

prestigp in the eyes of the Jewish proletariat and so made common 
68 

cause with ·the U.H.T. 

The organiza·tional campaign which was now init:i.ated among the 

Jewish workers lasted for about three years. The U.H. T. played an. 

important role in these activi·bies. '.rhus was shirt makers union 
it Sooh 

~ a:t once re-organized and,.. became the pride of ·the Jewish masses, 

as i'l; contained 
69 

intelligentzia. 

quite a number of outstanding figures of the radical 

Be.r~k:i.'fl .hopes. were pai"tly realized when \the United 
70 

Bro·bherhood of Tailors was l)..G~ formed~·· A dress and cloak makers 
71 

unions likewise crune into being in 1889• Similarly the actors were 
72 

not forgotten, for their union immediately entered the U.H.T. and 

received ·bho lat·ber' s suppor·I; in the conduct of a strike in 1889 

as V16ll as in the es·l;abHshn1e1rl; of a co-operative theatre. Their 

status, however, always came up f9r debate at meetings, as ·t;hey 
73 

did not receive wages but only a certain percentage of the profits. 

The bakers likewise f'el t the helpinr.; hand of the U.H. T. which set 

up local 31 of the Bakers 1 Association. The serious illness of o. 

worker which resulted from the miserable condi·bions of ·the shops 

lead to an investigation and the passage of a ten hour day law for 
74 

.a~J. bakeries in the state. 

Even the Cloth Hat and Cap Operators Union, No. 1, now regar

ded a conunittee of the U.H. T. in a different light. This particular 
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trade even by ·bhis time contained a small German-Jewish element in 

addi'\:;ion to the inunigran·bs that entered the operating branch., Some 

of the latter group had come through Par:i.s and London where they 

had made contacts with the labor movements and were thus of a very 

radical mold. lJVhen the union was established in 1887, its leaders 

were the German-Jews who looked down upon the Russian ones and 

kept themselves at a dis·tance from the Eas·t Side labor bodies. The 

union/ at first grew in inf'luenoe but its seyen strikes of 1889 

weakened it considerably. It was at this ,jundmre that ·the aid 
75 

of' the U.H. T. was readily aocep-bed. 
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SECTION TWO: GROWING PAINS, 1890·1900 

In the decade of the il.:imeties, the Jewish labor movement broke 

its isolation from the American working class and freed itself in 

some measure from pre-occupation with fundamental socio-economic 

questions which oocialist and Anarchist influence had largely en-

gendered. It adapted itself to loo al conditions and came down ·bo 

grapple with the immediate problems of wages and hours. After ·l:;he 

first hesitan-b steps had been taken in the 80s, under the guidance 

of the radical intellecrtuals, ·!:;he Jewish toilers began the more dif ... 

ficult task of marching forward as a compact movement. Through he-

roic struggles and experimenta·bion, the masses learned the value of 

permanent and s·lmble unions ·!:;hat would not disband with the victory 

or failure of,a strike. In this sense, ·the 90s w.i.y be considered 

as the period of 11 growing pains 11
, in which the unions centered 

their attention on ·l:;he daily struggle for improving conditions in 

the shops and did not allow themselves to become only battlefields 
76 

for the ideological conflicts of the various radical factions. 

This deoade also marked the appearance of the Uni'bed Garment 

Workers and the International Ladies 1 Garment Workers 1 Union, the 

two national bodies in the needle ·bra.des which bridged the gap sep-

arating the Jewish workers from their fellow Americans,. It also 

witnessed a continuous barrage of miniature uprisings against the 

oppression of the sweat shop. 11There was hardly a Jewish,_.,,union 
77 (ttr'~ 

that did not conduct a general strike during this period 
11 

• \C.h.ec 

rea·i?ens for .. -the above developments are to be found in the nature 

of the indus·crial conditions ·bhemselves which spontaneously brought 
,,,..-··· 

about these new adjustments e5ri'the par·t:; ~f the Jew:ip_h toiling; mas

ses. Yet ·!;;he i'aot that the immigrants ·!:;hat arrlved here in the 
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90s had been schooled more than their predecesso:rs in the labor 

movements of Russia s.nd Engl1ind and. ~~;e truly represented prole-
. -- 78 

tal:_':j,.an·stock might also be adduoed to account for the changes., 

Among the outstanding struggles of 1890 were those of the cloak 

makers, cap makers, knee pantsmakers, ty·pese·bters and ·tailors of ihe 

men's garment indus·bry. Three thousand cloak makers, "the worst· 

paid in the garmen·b ·trades of New York Ci ty 11 revolted aga:inst ·bhe 

intolerable shop conditions and organized during ·bhe course of a 
79 

nine-week s·brike the Operators and Cloak Makers t Union, No.,1., They 

had turned to the U.H.T. for assistance; as a result, a member of 

the connnit·bee which was appointed by the la:b·ter, Joseph Barondes, 
80 

became ~ery influerrbial figure among ·the cloak makers. The manu-

facturers, however, "sensed ·the new and permanent workers 1 power 11 , 

especially as they observed the organized cutters (who formed the 

more aristocratic branch of the trade) forming an alliance with -~ 
81 I 4"' 

the less-skilled workers and agreeing to co-operate with each other. 

As a result, the first lockout in the trade 1 s hiirbory was declared 

by ·bhe employers 1 association., The union responded with a strike 
82 

which beorune one of the most dramatic in the history of' the trade. 

The first agreement offered was rejected almost unanimously by tre 

cloak makers. In ,che meantime, the strikers had won public sympa ... 
83 

thy and were meeting ·bhe many hardhips with heroic de·berm:tnation. 

Even the press was at f'irst ·favorable ·bo the workers for they re-
84 

garded the conflict as being merely between ·bwo immigrant groups. 

The manufacturers were finally compelled to accept a less favorable 

se·ttlement, since they were afraid to lose a good season and sinoe 

both the cut·bers and contractors had sided wi·bh the operators. 

Nine hundred knee pants makers also walked out, demanding 

that their employers supply the sewing machines, which hitherto 
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they ·l:;hemselves ha.d been compelled to drag along a.s they shifted 

from the various contractors' shops.. This resulted in a vic·bory 

and the signing of an agreement. When, howe\te-r, an attempt was :m:a.de 

by the workers to raise their $6-7 weekly wages and to draw in the 

other non-'ill.nion shops, the 11bosses 11 displayed greater resistance. 

The le:tter did not hesitate to utilize the police 1 whose tactics 

of in·bimidat:ton were much in evidence. 'l'he U.H.T. helped to def.end 

three workers who were arrested and to revive the union whdlch fell 
85 

apart after the strike was defeated. 

'.rhe cap makers, on the other hand, u·l:;ili zed the favorable con ... 

di tions of the market, which a.t the time went on a spree because 

of the popularity of a. new style, to sign a.greemen-l:;s with many shops. 
86 

'rhe workers received high wages and the union\f'arecl well. But 8,000 

tailors of the ladies' cloak and suit industryfere confronted with 

their first serious clash which took the form of a lockout. It was 

a new experience for the workers and one that had many repercussions. 

It lef·I:; an inclelible impression upon quite a number of them. It 

11 lasted ·l:;hree long months, in some factories four mon·bhs and more. 

Thero were ·l:;he ·l:;erri:f.'ic heat and humidity of the New York sumn.ter, 

the poli'fmen•s clubs, arrests, convio·tions, and, above all~ star

vati~~t\ Bu'l~ its Yictory, though unexpected, 11 electr:U:'ied the wor

kers in the othe:r clo·bhing trades and gave the movemen·I:; fo:i;., organi-
88 iX 

zation tremendous impetus 11
, e.ccording ·l:;o Joseph Schlossberg .. 

A most curious event took place that year when the publishers 

of the 11Arbiter Zeitung 11 faced a strike on the pa.rt of' their type-

setters, who desired an improvement of' the wages' and hours' sce:\.le. 

As l:tttle money was available, the Socialis·I:; publishers had expec

ted the workers not to insist upon the usual standards that prevailed 

in the trade. The union,· how•rver, held out f'or three days un·bil it 
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89 
victorious. It also aohiovecl dl:uring the course of the year a nine-

hour day as well as conducted a strike at the 11F:reie Arbei·ber s·bu1ne", 

when a worker was discharged for demanding his wages,. A boycott 

was declared which was supported ra:bher full-heartedly by the U.H.T., 
90 

especially since it was directed against an Anarchis·b organ,. 

Friction Within the United Garment Workers 

Even though the cloak makers' union had lost about half of its 

membership during 1891, ·bhere were already abotrb 15 _,000 organized 
91 

Jewish workers in New York City at this time,. The most outstanding 

event of tli.e year was the establishment of the Unitc-}d Garment Wor

kers t Union, the first national body of ·bhe ready-made clothing 

indus·bry which the Russian-Jewish toilers created in this country. 

'.L'he early locals in this ·b:rade had first been composed. only of out-

ters, who formed a more highly skilled craft. Orga:nize:bion, -.however, 

soon spread among the operators, basters and pressers as well. Yet 

the decreasing differences in skill required of ·the various types 

of workers made an industrial :form of unionization the most na·tural 
92 

one for the ·brade to l\dopt. Accordingly, 47 delegates, the rna,jori"l:;y 

of whom represented unions affiliated with the U.H. T., ga:bhered from 

New York,, Boston, Chicago, and Philadelphia to establish the Uni·bed 
93 

Garmexrb ·workers on April 12th. A group of .funer ican-born conserva-

tive officers were elec·'Ged because, though opposed to the Socialis·b 
t.1-it'{ 

philosophy of the bulk of the mombership,/\were regarded as being 

far more capable of functioning; at the head of a labor organization 
94 

than the inunigrant intelloctuals. Affiliation with ·bhe A.F. of' L. 

v..ras also readily accepted., It is interesting to note, on-the--other .. -

han.d, tha·b Socialist resolutions were passed at the convell'l:iion. 

- 'rhe membership soon learned to regret i·bs selection of the 

! 
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leader ship, for tl/Y le.-!b-te1· aoon endeavored ·bo annul· all the So

oialist tendencies of the organization as well as to hamper effeo-
95 

tive unionization of the tailors. The workers found ·that they i,vere 

heartlessly deceive~~) In fact~ their "loyalty and enthusiasm were 

hereaf'-ber exploi'l;ed time and again for the purposf.1 of building up 
96 -

a corrupt labor union bureaucracy", whose program consis·bed of: a 

restricted labor supply, emphasis upon the needs of the skilled 

crafts, trad(:;), co-operation with ·!;he employers and, most important 
// 97 

of all, "the union label. 

Sweat shop conditions now began to develop with g,Teater inten

sity in the cap making trade. A general strike which wqs declared 

on March 18, 1891, lasted sixteen weeks and gave rise to all forms 

of strike-breaking. When no agreement could be reached over the 

disposal of the 11 scabs 11 , ·bhe s·bruggle was continued; yet it failed 

in. the long run because 16 strikers were bribed to return ·l:;o ·bhe 

shops. Though defeat and an expenditure of $50,000 wealaied the 

union, the lesson of sol:tdarity was impressed upon the minds of 
98 

the toilers. Yet, on the other hand, conditions of' the trade were 

agr~ravated. The operators began doine; work in their homes 1 had in 

supply their own ·thread, cotton and silk, and were hard pressed 

by the employers to 11keep in line~~~ 
.An offensive was .. ;like:w.j,,se launched against; the cloak makers 

at this time, which reduced thE>ir strong union ·l;o a shadow of ii;s 

former self'. After ·the lockotrb, their organization had spread out 

into 24 branches, cla:iming about seven thousand members., Barondes, 

orovmed the "Czar· of the cloak malcers 11 became ·l;he 11:i.dol of a multi ... 

. tude of hard-working men~~V Then, in January, 18911 after mos·l; of 

the contractors had come to terms with their employees during a 

, ! I 
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minor skirmish, a strike broke out when two of them refused ·l;o sign 

an agreemenl:;. Shops were opened in the suburbs to evade the effects 

of the conflict. One day a speoial picketing committee visited one 

of these shops. During the altercations the.t ensued, a stove was 

overturned and a child slightly scorched. Ten members of th(3 Execu-

tive Committee were arrested, and one was senfonoed to several years 
99 

in jail. Though Baron.des was soon released 1 he ·was again seized 

for an alleged case of distor·b:Lon,, because a manufacturer had made 

out a check in his name in order to pay a fine for viola·bing an ag-
100 

reement. This -qas of course a mere pretext for breaking ·l:;he union. 

The entire labor movement of the cH;y was aroused agains~his action. 

In the mids·t; of this famous "Jamaica affair", Barondes sudden-

ly juniped his bail. Although he later returned and endeavored to 

jus·bify his .~c·bion in the eyes of the laboring masses, he was never 

entirely forgiir~n. The comment of the 11Arbei ter Zeitung" edi"bo1· 
·. 101 

on his let·ber of )::J!:pla.nai;ion was very unfavorable. He was criti ... 
. 102 

cized as a weakling a:Q.~ a: coward. This judgment was indeed a harsh 
\ 

one.. But we must bear in. mind that the Socialist-Anarchist factions 

were waging an internal battle wH;hin the union, and Barondes had 
103 

grown very friendly ·to the .Anarchist element. Yet though the S.L.P. 

attacked his 1eadership 1 he mana[~e·d to maintain a large mass follow· ... 
104 
ing. He was fi.na.lly pardoned by the governor as a result of a peti .. 

. 105 
tion whj,eh. 60,,000 people signed in his behalf. Bu·b the struggle 

of lB months had in the mean·time a disastrous effect upon the union. 
/ 106 

The year 1892 marked the further developmmrt of the U.H. T ... 

kt that time it embarked upon a struggle with the officers of the 

Uni'bed Garmerd; Workers for their conservati-ge tendencies. On the 

·5th of F'ebruary, a resolution was passed, conde1nning one of the 

lat·ber 1 s affiliates, ·l;he Brotherhood oi' Tailors, for leaving the 
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107 
radical-minded Cen·l;ral Labor Federation of New York Oity. The U.G.W .. 

in turn would not recognize a number of unions as long as they be

longed ·l:;o the United Hebrew Trades and criticized the latter orga-

nization as an enemy of the coun·t;ry 1 s labor movement, maintaining 

that its activities tended to separate the Jewish and .American 
108 

toilers. 
\l 

'-.,. There was of course a more fundamental cleavage: the antagonism 
',, 

betwee~''t}J.e conservative leaders of the U,.G.W. and the radical Jew:i.sh 
·., 

tailors. Th~'-.'i!'l:t;ter ·took their unionization very seriously. The;y- ·· 

had proceeded fo f'orm Distr:i.ct Union No.l, which claimed a me11).b~r-

ship of 61000 and set ~bhemselves to the task of building u,.Pj~ strong; 
./ 

and stable organization. BuiJ the national officers we.r·e no·!:; very 

much concerned with ·!:;hese aspirations of the tailqr·s., They were 

more intent upon co-operating with ·the employers and spreading 

the use of the union label particularly among JGhe manufacturers of 
109 

overalls. The organization of th1:1 tailors 11wa.s intentionally dis .. 

couraged, hampered and obstructed for fear oft heir aggross:lve spi-
lW . 

ri t. 11 Though a·b its inception,, the u. G. w. attracted scattered tailor 

locals throughout the coun·b:i;y and boasted a membership of 16,000, 

very little progress vyas made in the period of the nineties to 
111 

augnton-l:; its strength. The officers simply refused to co-cope,rato 

in the struggles of the shop ·tailors and sabotaged their work. ·.As 

. - . 
a result, many worke:rs interes ted themselves in other aspec·l:;s of 

tho labor movement: the Soo·:iJQ.list political organizations, educa
lllZ 

t~6,nal olubs and mutual aid sooiotie s., 
./ 

To offset the demoralizing tactics of the U.G.W., the United 

Hebrew Trades foi·med a new union of coat makers, the Internaticimal 

Tailors Union, No. J.. The former was also respons:i.ble for the 

convocation of a conference which es·l;ablished the United Garmen·I; 

:i. 

I '1 
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Trades of lifew York and Yicinity. The crisis of J.893, -ilowervar, 
113 

brought a quick end ·bo this experiment., 

No doubt stimulated by the example of ·che tailors in the men 1 s 

clo·bhing industry, both the cloak makers and oap makers endeaYored 

during the ne:x:·b few years ·l;o amalgamate themselves into national 

organizations. Thus, 20 de]ftlgates representing about 1500 toilers 

met on March 15 1 1892 and formed the International Cloak Makers of 

America. This step was inspired by the prop;ress of the A.F. of Le 

and by ... t::he activities of the various Jewish unions which only two 

years ago, in OC"l~ober 1890, had discussed the possibility of creab-

ing a national :Cede.ration. of Jewish speaking labor organizations 
114 

in the United States and Canada. According to Rosenberg's memoirs~ 

,rioweJxe-r, the cloak makers' un1.on was an oppositional organiza:tion, 
!,. 

brought into being by the opponents of BarondesJ whose only acoom-
115 

plishment was to wreck both organizations. IJcs second convention 
116 

was never held. 

The initiati"lre among the cap makers was now taken over by ·bhe 

ra.dioa.l..om.inded Russian Jews, who stood in in·bime.:te rela:bions with 

the U.H.T. and were not concerned wi·bh practical matters alone. 

Their efforts to establish a national union failed. Instead, in 

l~ebruary 1893, ·bhe Operators Union, No. 2, came into being. I·b 

supported the S.L.P .. in ·t;he elections and joined in other Socialist 
.117 

aoti vi ties• 

Soon, 'ITOwa~r, the crisis of' 1893 delivered a very severe 

blow ·to the Jewish labor movement. Orgruiizajtional work was conse

quently out of ques"l:;ion, since the problem of relief and unemploy

ment were uppermos·b in all minds. r·b was at this ·bime that the 

Arbeiter Rine~ drew the attention of the public as a result oft he 

services ·that it rendered to its members. Many candidates applied 
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118 
for admission during the days of slack and unemployment. The U.H. T .. 

also played an important role in these critical times, rendering 

help to about 25,000 families and concentrating upon educational 
119 

work. During the same year, the Central Labor Federation of New 

York CH;y formed an "Anti-Sweating Union" along; with the full co• 

opera:bion of ·bhe U.H .. T. aff:i.lia:tes to combat the evils of the sweat 
120 

shop. 

Crucial yee.:r.s now, loo:l1ied ahead as the full effects of ·bhe splits 

within the Jewish radical movement and the new ·bactics of De Leon 

were to be f'el·b by all the Jewish unions.. Passions flared up into 

deep-seated antagonisms which almost wrecked the entire struo·bure 

of Jewish trade unionism. The cloak makers in particular were caught 

in the midst of the vortex of personal rivalries and Socialist ... 

Anarchist wrang~Q.s, which gave rise to disrup-bi ve factional fights 

and opposi·bional unions. The return of Barondes to the leadership 

was followed by the resignation of the cloak makers 1 union from 

the U.H.T. in 1892 because of differences of opinion over the sup ... 

port of the S.L.P. candidates in the elections. In retu1·n, some 

S9L.P. members sought to eliminate Barondes from a new, reconstruc-
121 

ted union which they organized. An intense feeling of hostility 

developed be·bween the t'~vo fac·bions. Mee·t;ings were b~:oken up and 
122 

01)ponents suffered mistrea·bmen·b. The U.G.W. as well was dra:wn in-

to the controversy when ·bha U.H.T. estlltblished a union in the men's 
123 

clothing industry. Barondes' progagon:ts·bs complicated matters even 

more when ·bhey formed a central body to compete with the U.H.T. 

The 11Arbei·ber Zfjitungu and the "Freie Arbeiter Stume 11 also took 
124 

sides in the controversy and suffered mutual boycotts. For a year 

I I 

I I 
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the two groups reviled each o·!;her. However, by Augus·t; 23,!1'1895, they 

o~ 
saw the wisdom tft.e amalgamating but on condition tha:t Barondes should 

125 
/ not be retained as a member. 

Personal jealousies · also lead in that year to the creation 

o:f.' a new union among the ·l:;ypesetters, which affiliated with the In-

·bernational Typographical Union, thus marking the first time tha:I:; 

a Jewish local affiliated directly with an Am.e:t•ica.n national labor 

body. Peace,hoirrever, vro.s, soon establsihed and the two groups mEI" ged 

to form local 83.of the Internationale The 8 hour day was then won 
126 

and a formal con·brao-t was signed with the employers. The cap !MJ.kers 

union, consis·l:;ing of 600 members, oontizrned to push its plans for 

a national organ:i.zation in 1894, w:i.th an announcement to a.11 ·l:;he 

other unions in the ·b:rade that existed ou·bside of New Yo1•k to the 

effect that they might inquire at its headquar·l:;ers for assistance 
127 

at all times. 

But disaster s·l:;ill stalked the oloakmakers. Their union had 

joined with the Uni-bed <i'arment Workers and was therefore called 

out when th0 United Bro·bherhood of Ta:Uors declared a strike in me 
128 

summer of 1894. Though the latter won their demands, which consisted 

primarily in the abolition of the 11·1:;ask11 system, three firms. refused 

agreements with the oloak makers.. Agi te.tion for a general strike 

therefore spread in the entire trade as the workers feared an at·tack 
129 

by the manufacturers. Barondes had in the meantime been brougrrt 

back to the fold by his fai·bhful followers and he therefore took 

advantage of ·the discontent to begin the struggle for the substitu ... 
130 

tion of weekly wages for piece work• A general strike was declared 

agains·t; ·!:;he advice of Gompers. About 20 ~000 workers responded to 

the call. Yet proper arrangements had not been made and the active 
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leaders spent their time waiting at headquarters to receive the man-
131 

ufacturers for settlement proceedings. The cohesive and stubborn 

resis·banoe of the employers~ the friction among ·!;he union leaders 
I 

a.nd~he chaotic conditions under which the campaign was conducted 
! 

finally led to the disintegration of the strike., TM.s denouement 

also ended the offic:i.al career of Barondes within the union$ while 
132 

the la:bte1· was in due time suspended by the u.G.W. 

The emergence of ·bhe Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance under 

the aegis of De Leon 1.n 1895, after his failure to penetrate into 

·bhe Knights of Labor, found the Jewish unions receptive to the new 

radical federation. 11 Da Leon, you are our Messiah., Lead us 111 dec-
133 

lared a Jewish Socialist at a mass meeting. This sentiment was echoed 

by the U.H.T., affiliates who played a prominent role a·b the convoo'fj.on 
lM ~ 

which organizod the 1:>. T. & L.A., in the same way that they had 

flocked ·bo the banner of the K. of L,. when De Leomm.s planning to 
135 

wrest oontrol of that orgianization., During 1896 1 though within the 

S,.L.,P. e, drii't was developing; over ·bhe so-cal.led dualism which De 

Leon's tactie.s had engendered, the U.H .. T. was bent: on organizing 
136 

oppos:l tional unions. Friction also cropped up w:i. thin the Jew-lsh 

labor movement :i.n 1897 when t-wo So cj.alist factions s:termne cl out of 

the fight centering about the 11Arbei"be:r Zoi·bung11 Publ:tshing Associ ... 
137 

s:bion. A Federated Jewish 'rrades was created in competi·bion with 
138 

the U.H.T .. , to their mutual disadvantage. Because of this we f.in:l 

that the process of unionization amone;st the Jewish workers was very 

much slowed up during the second half of this decade., 

This l.897 fratricidal quarrel which was followed by the second 

split within the Jewish Socialist ranks two years later harmed the 

cloak makers and cap lnakers in par·bicular. When the Operators and 

Cloak makers Union, N6. l, had disbanded in 1896, thereby denoting 

the en1of the firs·b movemen-b for therstablishment of unions in 
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the trade, several S.L.P. members, aided by the U.H.T., organized 
139 

·bhe Progt.-essive Cloak Niakers Union. The United Brotherhood of Cloak 
140 

:Makers at once crone into being. A conflict be·bween the two groups 

ensued, j,n which the second one, siding with the 11Vorwarts 11 faction, 
141 

crone out ·bhe winner.. The cap makers also suffered demoralization 

in ·bheir ranks.. The oq~anization of the Federated Hebrew Trades 

under ·!;he sponsorship of the 11Vorwarts 11 elements lead to internal 

squablbles, for the leadership of the cap makers local ·was loyal to 

the S.L.P .. , while the :rank and file oon-bained elements sympathetic 

to the F\H.T. Dissension ofi.;en broke out at the meetings. The 

union finally changed its affiliation, bu·b at the cost of its ex-

istenoe, for the leaders soon withdrew from activity and otb~rs 
142 

·were not cavd'ble of filling their positions. 

A decline was also evide1rb within the ranks of the cloak makers 

by 1899
1 

though :i:b had been preceded by a shod; revival a:rter 1897, 

whic~rought the total number of on!:anized workers in the trade ·l:;o 

·!;he grand lb.umber of ten ·thousand., The shop meeting and the shop 

delegates were tv'.ro innovations introduced dur.ing this brief period 

known as the "golden days 11 of the cloak makers 1 union. Ag;:reements 

were signed with 85 of the largest manufa.c·burers and several of 
143 

the smaller ones, covering about 3/4 of the entire trade. Yet by 

1899, ·t;he political tangle tha·l; was precipitated by the U.H.T•F.II.T., 

bickering, the difficulty of maintaining internal discipline, the 

strained rela·bions between the of'fioers and the membership lead to 
144 

the weakening of the Uni-bed Bro·bherhood. Since 1895 ~ when it lef't 

the U.G.W,, it had maintained an independent position. But when 

the rn.anufacturers began uy{sing injunctions to break strikes for 

the first time in Jche ·bra.de, the cloak makers fel'I:; the need of be-

: . 
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1onging with o·bher organized workers.. It was under these oiroum• 

stances that ·l:;he idea. of forming a national body began to ·l;ake shape 
145 

in their minds. On June, 3, 1900, as we shall discover in the next 

secrbion, it became a reality. 

The tailors of the men 1 s clothing industry were in no better 

position either at ·bhis time. In 1896, the Bro·l:;herhood and the 

,children jacke-l; makers orr.;anized a general strike 1 in which ten thou-
146 

sand participated. But the officers of the U.G. w. had not changed 

their atti·i:;ude. During the 1898 convention, a repor·b read to the 

effect that the Jewish tailors 11have shoi.,vn a signal incapacity fbr 

permanen·b organization and inability to hold on to the fru:t ts of 
14'.l 

victory{'~J This statement was uttered, we should note, in the face 

of ·!;heir reluctance to support the organizational drives of the 

tailors' locals. The label business still remained their paramount 

interest; they ·bherefore refused to sanction strikes in order to 

avoid the paymen·b of benefits. 

As the cen:bury neared its close, however, tendencies making 

for uni"l:;y within the Jewish labor movement alroad~became noticeable. 

The union of the U.H.T. and the Ii'.H.T. a.ugured well for the future. 

Negotiations las·bed. for abou·b a year after ·!;he U.H.T. had withdrawn 

from the 11Alliancen, until in 1899 peace was finally restored bot-
148 

ween the warring factions. This event brought to an encl the various 

ideological clashes tha·b had been disrupting ·!;he progress of trade 

unionism among ·l:;he Jewish workers during the past two decades. 

''I ii 
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SECTION TBHEE: CONSOLIDATION Oli' FORCES, 1900·9 

Though favorable conditions for the further development of -the 

Jewish labor movement existed at the opening; of the new century 1 

i"l~ did not m.a:roh foward until the middle of the 1900s., The mass 

of workers had been too strongly affected by the splits of the pre .. 
149 '\ { 

vious decades; a certain despondency was still felt in their midst. 

The open-shop offensive that was released at the time counteracted 

any gains that might ha.ve resulted from the emergence of thh two 

Internationals in tho clothing industry. A revitalizing factor was 

nc1oessary. Perhaps it was supplied by the arrival of' tens of' thou-

sands of new inmrl.grants which swarmed to our shores when the 1905 

RussiEm Revolution was liquida:ted. Many of them were Socialist-

minded, having received their bap:b4:snm:l training in the struggle 

which the Bund waged along with ·other progressive forces against 
150 ' ' 'I"'/) 

the despotism of the Czar. ThoughAmay not claim full credit, they 

certainly were a contributing factor ·bo ·the resurgence of the Jew-

ish toilers in the second half of the deoacl.0., 

!:f!o _Na~i.°.~~--~~.~ies E~_rge 

At this tin,about 200,000 Jewish workers were -to be found in 

New York City alone; yet only a small minority remained within the 
151 

ranks of the organized. This elemen-t, however, appreciated the sig-

nificance of national organize.:tions which couldfefend the interests 

of all the toilers in the industry. In fact the growth of the in-

dustry itself and ·bhe development of its various branches gave rise 
152 

to this demand for unifica·tion. Now ·that the political divisive 

causes we:i:•e absent, no obstacle remained in the path of bringing 

toge;ther all the independent cloak maker unions tlU'oughout the coun-

try. The convention the. t was he 1 d on June 3 ~ 1900, even wen-t one 
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step further by establishing the In·bernational Ladies' Garment Wor ... 
153 

kers 1 Union, which aimed to include all the employees of the ·brade. 

Only eleven delegates representing seven unions in four cities 

and speaking for about 2,000 members took the first step toward sta-

bilization of the industry by laying the basis for the huge edifice 

that was destined to become a stronghold of defense for the Jewish 

·boilers. Though the new organization formulated a Socialist consti-
154 

tu·bion, H; did no·!; hesitate fo accept a charter from the A.F. of' L. 

Its in±'luenoe was still only psychological~ for new localsrnrolred 

under its banner hesi ta.tingly and contillUed to enjoy a great deal 
153 

of autonomy. I-1.:; was of a sem:l.-industrial form, in ·that 5:t; included 

all trades and branches on a federative method~ coordinated thr01.:g h 

a pyramid of locals, Joint Boards and the In·bernational office 1 in 

contradistinction to ·bhe separatist~ narrow craft s·bructure tha:b 
156 

was the dominant type j_n ·t;h~United States. 

T:Q.e activities of the oap mB.kers also revived a·b the turn of 
·''/ 

the centur~, as old wounds were healed and the process of re con .. 

structing the u,~1ion was initiated. So much progress was made by 

April, 1901 tha:b a qa.11 was issued fl:fO .the establishmen·I:; of a na-

tional body. This was consummated on December 27, when the adherents 
;I 

of ·bhe fIDrmer :f!actions united. to found the Uni-t;ed Cloth Hat and Ga}lt 
157 

JVIa.kers of North America •. The resolutions tha:b were passed empha-

sized the class-conscious character o.f the convention for compromi
) 

ses with the capitalist class were rejected and the eonferences that 

were then taking place between the A.F. of L,. and the National Civic 

Federation were condemned, Ye·t it was the desire of the\gathering 

to maint;a:i.n a neutral position in the labor movemen-1:; and remain in-
158 

dependerrl:; of both the A.F. of L. and ·bhe S.T. & L.A. 

! . 
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The lot of the tailors in the men's clothing industry still 

had not improved. The independent unions that had been conducting 

warfare against the Brotherhood, the Nev,r York affHiate of the u .. G .. W., 

were compelled out of shoer neoessi ty to join the mother organiza-
159 

tion. Sweat shop condi ·bions became so intolerable that in July 1 

1901, about 25~000 ta:i.lors walked out, demanding a 59 hour week and 

the responsibility of ·l;he manufad;urer for theagreements made by 

the contractor. '.l'he following quotation from a resolution passed 
160 -;_{? 

at a meeting gives eloqueub testimony of their plight: 

11Whe:r.eas it is impossible to maintain body and soul •• whereas 
the employees work in dirty and inftts·bed Bhops, :Ln which tho windows, 
floors and toilets have :never been washed; in shops that are conver
ted at night into lodging homese o .where~s the employees ·work abou·b 
14-16 hours a day, thus ruining their ):Efhysical and mental condition; 
and 25% die from i.;uberculosis .... etc. 11 

\ f In view of all ·i:;h:i.s, the tai-
\ ~ 

lors refuse to work for the co.ntrac~cor~~ me.intaininr; it :is time that 

the manufacturers assumed jurisdiction over the tre.de., Their demands 

were but pa1"b:l.ally sa·l:;isfied. 

This was 91il.4'i one aspect of a grea·ber struggle waged by all ·l:;he 

unions against the evils of ·bhe sweat shop :i.n the needle trades., 

For although legislative measures had been ·l:;a.ken during the prevfous 

decade to correct many of i·l:;s glaring faults ( suoh as the law of 

1892 which stipulated "cha·I:; only people living in the ·benement shop 

could be employed therein or the one of 1899 which made it mandatory 
161 

to have a license be.fore operating a shop in a tenement house), the 

system still prevailed., On the other hand, s·trikes and pro·l:;est 

meetings remained expedierrb measures to draw the atteffbion of the 
. 162 

general public to the 11n•etohed plight of the toilers. 

The years 1900-1 signalized an upward swing in the fortunes 

of the general American labor movement, for by 1903 about 440 thou

sand new members were admitted into the A.F .. of' L. By 1904 about 
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·two million organized workers were to be found in the country. Al

most half a million votes were likewise ca.st for Socialist candid-
164 

da·bes in the elec·tions. Industrial prosperity and the spirit of 

organization lead to tho same results in the women 1 s clothing in-

dustry, as ·bhe In·berna:bional increased in size to 66 locals, spread 

thfough 27 oi ties J and 9 thousand members by 1904. During ·bhis ·bime 

a strike wave flooded the Jewish workers' sections of New York, PhiJ. ... 
165 

adelphia, Bos·bon, Chicago, Ba.J;bimore and other places. The I .. J ..... G .. w.u. 
endeavored to restrain the workers of the trade from indulging in 

moo ;f'requent conflicts with the employers. In this respEHJt i"b met 

with successs, for a strong :··;· · ·· organized force was being built 
166 

up which could fight ·their Dat·bles in a. more systematic manner. 

o·bher seo·tions of ·!;he Jewish working mass, howev-er·1 lacking strong 

and stf!.ble unions, could not hope ·bo improve their conditions wi"bh-
167 1.,_,( 

out such sporadic ou-bbursts. 

The cloak makers of the mid-West, breathinr; a very aggressive 

spirit, ware making much more rapid headway ·!;hat those of New York. 

Though ·bhe me·l;ropolis contained half. of' ·!;he Ill'bernationa.1 1 s member-
168 

ship, its lo cal s simply could not get on their feet. This problem 

was discussed at ·bhe third, fourth and fif·l;;h conven·bions and serious 

efforts made during the course of 'l;hese yea.rs to e.gi tate amongst 

the New York cloak makers and to educate them in the fundamentals 
169 

of trade unionism. This had its effeot 1 as we shall soon see, in 

the 1907 struggles of the reefer makers. Indeed slow plodding and 

patience were required to oemerrb the growing fYbrength of the toilers. 

The growth of the cap makers r organization was i'ur·thered during 

this period, when the ques·bion of' cEmbralization versus autonomy 

was peacefully settled with the es·bablishrnent of ·!;he authority of 

the e~ecutivo boa.rd over ·bhe locals. The J.a:bter included abou·b twenty 
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from outside of New York and counted a membership of three thousand• 

In 1902 the leadership of the union reversed a previous decision 

and joined the A.F. of L. in order thereby to help make the jlabel 
170 

. ..-·-··-"'""'O::f?·-tnQ.,.~ap makers more popular among ·l:;he working class. 
)~////~~~· ~~~~ 

The symptoms of labor upsurge during the firs·!:; years of the 

... 

century, J:J.crwe.:v..e.r, evoked a counte:r-movemen·b on the part of ·bhe em-

ploying class. 

who proclaimed 

The signal had been given by President Roosevel·b 

n the theory of the 11open shop~'{) .At once the off en-

sive was relentlessly launched in 1903-4 as the 'lational 8redit 

Association of Clothiers also organized a 11 labor bureau 11 to bring 
171 

in ·bhe open shop• 
172 

This came as a s:e·vere blow to 

unions. The tailors 1 un:ion in the men 1 s garment 

the Jewistrade 

indus·bry therefore 

called a strike against this ·"Gie:ver~t attem,pt to restore the sweat 
1'13 

shoi:r"· in June of 1904,, in which about 25 ·l;housand participated1 

Secretary Whi'l:.e of the u. G. W., sought a conference to fores·ball this 

move though he had at first been one of its prime instigators1but 

the ra:nlc and file had become too belligerent and distrus·bful o.f "tiil.e 
174 !·~ 

manufacturers ·l;o be kep-b in -bow. He also endeavored to obtain -l;he 

48 hour week for the cutters, who formed the backbone of the :utru.g .. 

gle, through a. deal with the 0 bosses 11 and ·bhus split the forces, 

hut the workers rejected his moves.. "IJ\Thite accordingly resigned from 
175 I 

his position. The s·brike las·h:M)Ig(six weeks) was only partially~uc-

cessful, yet i"J:; revealE~d 'l;he grim de·bermina.tion of ~L~he tailors to 

s·band their ground. 

The manufacturers of the cap industry likewise posted 11open shop" 
1:16 

no·bioes and formeO. an association to smash the union. The workerfl 

respondea with a genere.1 strike in the mid-winter of 1~)04, in 

which they displayed systematic organiza·bion and much hero:i.sm durin~~ 
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a period of thirteen weeks. They received the financial support 

of the provincial locals as well as of the New York labor movement. 

A compromise was at last reached, in which the union was recognized 

and all the s·brikers were ·baken back but no change was made in the 
177 

scale of hours and wages. This settlement, hewe¥er, later evoked 

criticism against the leaders, though it signified a reversal on 

the par·b of the manufaotuirers' poJ.:l~ies and thour,)1 all the conces-

sions granted by the union (e.g. scabs were allowed ·bo rema:i.n in 

the shops and workers were to be re-hired as places were open to 
J:/8 

·bhem:)':Vi'ere presumably on paper only. 

An "avalanche of ·brouble 11 also descended upon ·bhe cloak makers, 

with the purppse of disrupting the:i.r locals thoughout the countrye 

It vmeaked havoc in the mid-West and in l'Jew York. This lead to a 

desper!lr.te struggle in l905s during which the International s·bood 

as a "helpless onlooker", being then in a weakened position. The 

nwnber of looals declined to about 34 in all and the masses were 

moved by a deep feeling of pessimism to such an extent that ·bhe 
179 

convention e"V"en passed a resolu-bion to unite with the U.G.W. 

In the midst of this unfavorable si·buation, ·bhe U.H.'.I~. pub-

lished on March 12$ 1904 ·bhe first number of its weekly organ, the 

11Arbeiter Velt\\} .. Only~werrty issues had appeared when finenoial 

costs mounted and the U .. H.T. decided to utilize the "Vorwarts 11 in-

stead for i·bs purposes., In the _following year, this cent:val body 

also came to the ai<:l, of the 11Vorwarts11 when the typog;raphical un

ion clashed with. the Socialist paper over the refusal of a manager 
,.··'' 

180 
to onip!li~f-,A worker sent by the union. The issue WMl, however, 

soon settled. 
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Turnj.ng-Point in the Movemfmt 1 s Fod;une s ........ - ,.......... 

Thus, as we have seen, the early years of this decade were ra-

ther stagnant ones as .a whole. The turning-point wa.s reached after 

·l:;he middle of the deaade. The Russian events, the B.aywood-M0 yer 

trials and the emergence of revolutionary trade-unionism as epito ... 

m:i.zed by the Industrial \l'forkers of the World served to arouse the 

Jewish toil~ from their lethargy. The strikes of 1905-6 attested 

to the growth of a new mood and spirit in the East Side sec·l:;ion • 

Thus the U.II.T. cH.lled a c:onference on $ept.,8, 1906, which was at-

tended by 690 representa·i:;ives of 330 organizations, to consider 

means of s·brengthening ·l:;he labor movemen·b. Though no concrete re-

sul ts fo J.l owed, it did call a tten ti on to the new needs the.t we1·e 
181 ·'\/•· 

arising. 

But, it seems, the spectre of divisisveness still haunted the 

Jewish labor movement. The coming of the r.w.w. on ·the scene her-

alded more difficul·I:; m.omen·l;a for it soon exerted a strong inf'luenoe 
182 

upon the Jewish workers. Oppositional unions came into being while 

strife and friction again sha.·btered ·i:;he rela:bive harmony that had 

been finally created. The I.W.W. attrac·bed the adherents of Soci-

alism to whom the slof';an of industrial unionism had a magnetic ap-

peal as well as the revolutionary el1~ments that had arrived from 
183 

Russia and looked askance iit the existing movement. Diss:iden·t ele .. 

ments also found the time propitious for leaving their orp;aniza-

tions. Yet, though ve.rious r.w,;v:r .. unions were formed, ·totaling a 

membership of several ·bhousand, they dj.d no·t strike deep roots amonp;st 
184 

the Jewish working class and soon disbanded. 

The I.L .. G.w.u. was in a state of wealmess due to the impa·bien~ 

and. frequent strikes of its new reorui·ts. The Internationo.l was 

regarded as a mere figurehead and adherence ·bo it seemed to be of 
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a very loose nature. Yet H; endeavored to overcome this at·l:;itude 

and attach the locals ·bo the ne:bional body by strong ties through 

·l:;he extension of a system of benefits. But it could not preven·I:; 

the formation of r.vv.w. unions whic~carried on a vigorous propagan-
185 

da against ·the A.F. of r.. and lead several strikes oft heir own. 

A more complicated development took place among the cap makers 

when an oppositional I.w .. w. organization was es·l:;ablished.. According 

to the official biographer of this national body, the latter contained 
186 

many scabs who had remained in the shops sinc<-:J the 1905 agreemen·I:;. 

Though there was much syrapathy within the union for the r.w.w. (the 

fourth convention had supported both Socialist parties), the report 

of a delegate who was sen·b to the founding comrent:l.on was unfmror ... 
l.87 

able. This strained the relations among all the part:i.es concerned, 

and the resul'bing friction lead to demoralization as well as to 
188 

the ultimate disappearance of the dual union. 

The bakers who had not been organized on the Bast Side since 

1900 received new impe·l:;us for unionization when the idealists of 

the 1906 irrnnigration took out a charter from the r.w .. w. By 1907 1 

about twenty small bakeries were oganized., However, when internal 

quarrels arose within the mother organize.tion, the East Side local 
189 

joined the A.F~. of L. Interne:bional Bakers' Union in 1909. 

Trade union act:tvity oont:i.nuecl ·l:;o spurt forward in 1906"'7 • 

The cloak makers 1 general strike in B0 ston during 190?, though de-

feated through the use of injunctions, was s:l.gnificant because H 

anticipated certain features of the famous J.910 revolt and brought 

into contact with the industry some of the public figranes who were 
190 

later to play a prominent role in shaping its destinies. Twelve 

hl.'.lndred reefer :makers, whose shops ':;ere ·bhe worst in the trade~ 

also walked out in March, demanding that the employers supply them 
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191 
with machines. Their local had been filled with the new influx of 

young revolutionaries, fresh from the Russian experiences, and was 

ir epared to endure all the td.btmlations that soon befel j:b. Many 

workers were arrested and beaten up in what became 11 one of the blood-
192 

iest s:trikes 11 in the history of the movemen·b. 'fhe ou-bcome was a: 

very successful one 3 with the granting of a 55 hour week and a closed 

shop. A contributing factor to the favorable conclusion was ·bhe 

fa.ct ·chat the workers demanded the return of savings which they bad 

deposited with their 11landsleit 11 employers, thus threatening them 
193 

with bankruptcy •. This victory naturally infused the rest of the 
194 

needle ·brades ·workers with courage and en·bhusiasm. 

The typesetters also obtained the six hour day, becoming,··the 

i'irst union to do so in the world 3 according to their official bi-
195 

ographer. ~~hey had not allowed the introduction of' machinery in 

the industry to crea·be a.n\unemployment problem for they devised a 

system of sharing the work., In 1907 9 a f;~25 weekly salary was also 

es·bablished. The furriers, on the other hand, who had undergone 
'F'+\ [ .. ' e;. ;' 

various vicissitudes since the foundation of their first union in 

1892, failed in their efforts to impnove conditions. The Irrberna .... 

tional Fur Workers• Union of New York which had been formed in 1904 

and enlarged in 1906 soon reached an early end as a result of this 

defeat. 

The workers of the men's clo·bM.ng industry were becoming rest-

less at this time. The UeG.W. national office seemed to be inactive 
196 

and impervious to their needs. But the rank and file we:re stirring; 

their spiri·b had undergone a revolutionary transformation, for the 

eohoes 11of the HW5 Hevolutfon in Russia had their effect upon the 
197 

Viictj.ms of the American svreat shoptt as well. Soon indeed the isolated 
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struggle of a few dissatisfied workers was to mature into a mass 

movement of tons of' ·l;housands which would lead them through an un-

broken series of great strikes into a umion of ·bheir ovvn choosing. 

The Brotherhood of Tailors called a general strike in New York,, 

though th:i.s na·turally lead ·bo its suspension by the officers of 
198 

the U.G.Vf. Despite the fact the;\:; the union co:o:brolled only about 

8 shops, abou·l:; 20 .,ooo workers were supposed to have re spondod to 
199 

its call. The Bro-l:;herhood howe,v'er,. later rc:rburned to the fold and 

the national leadership mistakenly believed that the breach had 

been finally healed., 'rl1e discon·bent, repressed upox\every occasion,, 

was, Jnolfieoor, bound ·bo flare into open rebellion as soon as the 

opportuni"l;y presented itself., 

The oap makers' union was by novr recognized by the, :manufactu

rers as an important fao·\:;or in the trade.. The membership reached 

i·bs previous to·bal as th~ res'uJ:b of an in·tensive organizational 

campaign. A ,wn t5ercent x·aise in wages an1.a redudd.on of the hours 

to but~,53 par week were also gran·bed., 

That the Jewish workers had established an enviable record 
from 1887 to 1905 

in militanci is illustrated by the following ·bable 1 which compares 
. 200 

the strike movemen-bs in the clothing; and othe:r induwbries: 

Indus·brie s: 
aal .. :PX W a 11t llNUlliloelO 

Women's olo·bhing 
IVIen 1 s clothing 
All American industries 

,. 

Women Strikers 

62.ll% 
43.06% 
28 .. 15% 

!vlen Strikers 

86.94% 
81.84% 
44091% 

It is also signif:lcant to note ·!:;hat ·the number of nwild" or unorga-

nized strikei::J' during the period of 188? to 1905 is three times as 
,· 

much/·Yri' all the knerican industries as in the needle trades. 

No sooner did ·the Jewish labor movemerrb ge·I:; on i'tS fee·b aga:i.n 

than the crisis of J.90? dealt a devastating~ blow to ·bhe organizational 
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efforts., 'rhus, the U.H.T. lost; during the course of the year about 

half of' its 70 affiliates, while the remaining ones were reduced 
201 Z.~) 

in strength. The Jewish\brades bore the brun·b of the sufi:'ering, 

for about 55% of. their personnel were unemployed in contras·!:; with 
202 

the 35% figure for the New York Ci-by working popula·bion,. More im-

mediate demands now had to be me·b: ·l:;he protection of. the existing 

bodies against the employers 1 offensive and the rendering of assis-

tanoe ·bo the needy unemployed., Conferences were· convoked to cope 

with the many new problems and concer·!;ed efforts made to save the 

gains of ·bhe past years. 

The panic of 1907 and -!:;he depression of 1908 hi"l:; the clothing 

industry wi·bh the impact of. a cyclone. The cloak makers 1 locals 

began to crumble as the Interna:bional 11 reached its lowest ebb of 
203 

vi tali·b~') kb ·bhis ·bime also 1 local 10 which w-e.s composed of :native-

born or Americanized cutters of Irish and German descent came into 

conflict with the cloak makers and withdrew from the 1908 conven ... 
204 

·l:;ion of the International. Tho membership of the cap :makers orga-

nization likewise fell to about half of its size, while, on the other 
205 

hand, ·l:;he con-bracting shops grew in number. These--indeeQ, \'lore 

·dark and depres.s.ing. dayso 

~.~of ~~i~itancy 

But no sooner did business revive than a new dawn broke for 

the Jewish labor movement. The most fruitful period since its in-

ception was now ushered in by the events of 1909. '.l'his was the 

1910 ... 14 epoch, in which huge mass struggles of thousands of workers 

solidified their organizations and welded them into. migh~f'o:r.ces 

of resistance against the employeDs.. A VOJ,:itable flood of enthaiasm 

and :i.nsurgence swep-b ·through the crowded East Side tenement houses, 
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signifying that the young trade union movement was at last coming 

As sooh as the depression lif'bed, the I.I .... G. W. u. girded i·bs 

streng,th and took advantage of the business recovery and the liqui-· 

dation of the llI.W.W. unj.ons., The new illllnigrants, who had previous-

ly held themselves aloof from the local movement, now turned their 

attention to the American envlronmerrb when the Russian revolution-

ary forces began to taste the bitter fruits of reac·bion. They en-

tered the unions 

which be fore long 

and brought to the International 11 a new spirit 
gOq\ 1. ~ 

broke forth in the l!l£1.SS movements of' 1909·10~'\~J \ 

The militant spirit which oame. to the surface as a re sul'l; of 
// 

the heroic struggles waged since 1909 brought thousan,ds of workers 

into trade unionism for ·l;he first time., During that year~ l10weYvet>, 

the ranks of the organized were very much depleted. Ou·b of about 

40
1
000 cloak and dress makers, onl~ four hundred belong,ed to a un

ion. About ·l;wenty thousand ladies' waist makers could supply but 200 

union members,. Though 'the U0 H.,T. claimed about 41 affilia)Ges, the 
207 

total membership of the latter was not above 5,ooo. If this is 

borne il\mind, the results of the ac·bivi ty of the next few years 

will appear in much more heroic proportions. 

The firs·b i;o bes·bir themselves again were the bakers, who during 

,July s·baged the most effec·cive strike in their history for a 10 hour 
208 

day, recognition, the union label and a $12-16 weekly wage,. One 

thousand workers, receiv-ing the support of the m.=nv York Jewish move-

ment, compelled 150 owners to make a settlement., The greatest gain, 

how:_ever., was ·bhe organiza:bion of all Jewish bakers into six locals, 
~ ...... ~~) 

209 
one of which had 1600 members. The ne:i-.."'b month w:i tnessed the attempt 

of about 20
1
000 tailors to win a 9 hour day, higher wages and the 

210 
abolition of the piece-work system. They were not helped by the U.G.1W. 
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membership but, nevertheless, their struggle was crowned with 

victory. 

'rhen came the historic date, November 22, 1909, the turning .. 

point in the needle trades' unionism, when the n1arge ~;t strike of 
~211 

women ever ·laJ.ow:n in the United States till then 11 unfolded. A smal. 1 

local of waist and dress makers in New York issued a call for a 

walkout, e:x:pe cting only about 3 ,000 to respond. Yet ·ten times that 

munber threw themselves :i.nto the struggle and abou·t 12,000 soon 

joined wha~ later beca.me "the largest single local of women in the 
212 /i:) 

coun·bry\~J Jewish, Italian and .American girls from the East Side 

thus carried through one of the most significant events since ·t;he 
213 

labor movement began among women. Now 11the labor struggles of. the 

swea:b shop workers ceased to be a mere succession of curious and 

drama.tic incidents enacted by alien groups away from the main 

American industrial arena, and,withou·b losing; their foreign flavor, 

became an unquest:i.oned ant:i.ghly significant sec·l;or of the .American 
214 -z(, 

labor front 11 
.-

This ~tU.prising of 20 ,ooo'0 workers, three-fourths of whom were 

women between the ages of 18-25, was the first general protest in 
215 

a new and growing industry. Their union was very weak, numbering 

not more than a.bout two hundred, while the I.L.G.w.u., with which 
216 

it was affiliated, could not be of much assistance either. But the 

long working hours, ·bhe seasonal character of the ·brade, the w:i.de 

fluctuations of the trade, the petty hardships and persecution of 

the workers could no longer be tolerated. General conditions, it 

is -\.;rue, were no·b w~e than ·\:;hose in similar women's trades, but 
217 

reasons of this sort could not avert the explosion. 

The s·brike at :r.irst gathered but little momantum• In fact it 

might easily have been J.ocal'.i)d, for when the workers encomt ered 
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difficulties at ·bhe third shop that was oalled out, no assistance 

was rendered by the International. However, the officers of local 

25 and ·bhe U.H.T. were anxious ·bo create a. strong union out of the 
218 

restlessness and ferment that then prevailed in the trade., A general 

s·brike was the only method whereby ·bhis could be done, for the mas-

ses of workers were not unionized,. A ruse was ·therefore resorted 

to, in whfoh the 200 members w~10 attended a meeting to discuss this 

ques·bion were 11passed off11 to ·bhe press by ·bhe local' s e:x:eou·bive 
219 

conuni ttee as shop delegates,. '.l'he trick worked and the newspapers 

. carried the announcement of' an impending conflict in ·bhe :i.ndustry. 

A mass meeting was at once summoned by the leadership. 'rhough the 

addresses were rather moderate in tone, ·bhe audience was suddenly 

electrified into ac·l:;ion vvhen a young girl asked for a s·brike vote 

in a very dramatic speech. The audience jumped to its feet and ·book 

·bhe famous Jewish oath: "If I turn tra:t tor to the cat1se I now· pledge, 

may this hand wi'bher from the arm I now r~tise 11
; and the battle was 

22Q ·;I 

on its way. 

The s·brike became the sensa:bion of the day 1 as ·bhe public ea-

g;erly rallied ·bo the defense of the girls. The New York branch of 
221 

the 'Women's 'l'rade Union League did yeoman service. The str:i.kers 

shovred unusual courage and self-sac:dfice. In fact some of the 

most loyal were the better-paid workers who y;,ere championing; ·bhe 
222 

cs.use of ·bhe weaker ones. Pickets were often assaulted. "The con-

duct of the police officers and the :magistrates in their seeming 

conspiracy of curtailing; liberty- of America.n citizens" was noted 
2231..'' 

by many observers. It brought the aid of many who were normally 

224 
indifferent to organized labor., Yet by I!'ebruary 1910, when the 

dispute was called off, about 300 shops had accepted the union 1 s 

terms il\some measure.. These consisted of the 52 hour week, the olo sed 
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shop, the abolition of the sub-contracting system and the emploYJ,nerrt 

of all hands on a par·l:;-t:i.me basis during the slack seasons. Soon 
225 

about 70-80% of the workers were en:t~olled in the local. 

Though the s·brike was no·b a. complete success, it lJroup;ht to ·tthe 

attention o:E' the nation ·bhe role of women in its industrial life, 

marked the first stage of a revolution in the history of the Inter-

national and inspired the other workers in the garment indu~1try to 
226 ? ''I 

march forward to new victories. It, furthermor~),, revealed the abi-

lj.ty of the Jewish movement to organize women in large numbers, 

for the foundation of unionism in the dress and waist trade was 

laid throu[~h i;he str:i.ke.. 'fhe opening wedge had now been made and 

the movement was at once eager to grasp the many opportunj:bies 

that vrore beginning i~o present themselves., 
I 
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SECTION F'IVE: TllE MOVEMENT ON THE OFFENSIVE, J.910-14 

The five year period preceding -{:;he outbreak of the first World 

War was .0flg..clc-i\tll of activi·by on Jche pru:•t of the Jewish workers, 

who seemed determined at last ·bo establish~heir organizations on 

an impregnable basis.. I·b was a turning point for .Amerl can labor 

·as well, for the upward movement of 1898-1904 was resumed after a 

br:i.ef in·berval of stagnation. The mos·b notable advances were, how-

eyer made in clo·lihing o.nd mining, wi"t:;h 68 and 60 percent growth 

in union membership by 1913 in these ·two indus·bries. But it was 
alone 

in clothing/that the advance was not only in membership bu·l; also 

nin a spectacualr conquest of a new province for industrial govern-
227 •{J 

ment based on union recogni"bion~J 'rhe New York and Chicago strikes 

of 1910,which ushered in the new era, served as models for the con-

duct of futTJi'.re battles~ thus laying the fotmdation for the rapid 
228 

progress oi' unionize:bion among the dovmtrodden Ghe·tto proletaria·b. 

The dream of the early radical pioneers finall~saw the light of 
i' 

' day, ·bhough many of i"bs dreamers had in the meantime broken their 

bodies and spirH; in the sunless, dreary tenem<mt shops. 

Revolt of the Cloak Makers 

Since the 1894 genere.l strj.ke, the cloak makers .had endeavored 
( (,\_~ r •. ~c, \i • 229 

to fu:.L1y organize ·bhe trade but had always gone down in defeat. 

But in 1910 their expectations were fulfilled, as a. result of a 

C!.'1.refully planned and executed conflict, in which about 60,,000 wor

kers confron:t;ed the f'oroes of' ca.pi tal, doman}ng; and winning thoir 
230 

rights. !n fact they were driven to ·bhi$ s·bep by tho very deplor-

able cond:i:bions that prevailed in an industry that grew ·l;o very 

huge proportions. About 60,,000 employees were engaged in the man-

ufacturing of women's garments in the 1500 shops of New York Ci"by, 
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while the value of the products amounted ·bo about 180 million dol-
231 

lars, according to the figures of the employers. By this time, the 

contractor had been relegaJced to a minor role on account of ·bhe 

influx of the small manufacturers, who themselves were recent immi-

grants. ~Chis meant the victory for cheap labor and j.nferior methods 

of industrial organ:i.zation, as the older and wealtheir large-scale 
232 

manufacturers we re crowded out,. 

The past quarter had been a period of ~rtrifa and exploi·te:bion.,, 

As we have seen, the unions were weak and the individual shop strikes 

made them less popular with the workers and acceptable to the em-
233 

players. Conditions in the shops had also become quite intolerable. 

The operators had to purchase ·their own machi11es 1 the workers had 

to bear many onerou-s charges and inside sub-contrac·bing became ·the 
234 

prevailing me·bhod in the major part of the jobso There was thus 

"created a chain of bigger and smaller bosses and middle-men in .. 
235 l i 

terested in keeping wages dovmey This state of 11 deplorable indus-

·brial chaos 0 could be remedied only in a very decisive manner. '.!.'he 

idea of a general strike was ·&hus born. 

A united attack upon ·bhe whole body of manufacturers was deemed 

necessary by the leaders of the In·bernational, though they were not 

en·birely certain of the full-hearted support of the rank and file .. 

The strike was therefore called without the previous presenta·bion 
236 

of grievances 1 as is customary. Yet this step was not taken before 

tl?-e 11most elaborate preparations in the history of s·l;rikes in ·the 

industry were madefb On December, 1909, 90% of the membership vo

ted during a referendum in favo1· of a ~~2 individual ta:x: for the cre-
237 

ation of a str.ike fund,. Agita·bion by word of mouth and through ·bhe 

publication of periodicals brough"b :i.n 10 ,,ooo members into the Joint 
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Board locals by June of the following year. A vote in favor of 

the strike was also carried at the tenth convention of the Interna-
238 

·l:;ional, the le.rges·l:; ever to be held. During the busy season, small 

strikes were conducted which netted the workers some wage increases, 
239 

by-::·way··ot·a:·p·Felude. Finally, when in July about ID9 ,000 voted sec-

re·bly in favor of of it , a general strike was declared which com-

pletely paralyzed the trade and brought about the 
24on. ~i) 

of a whole people against their oppressorse~) ".The 

11 gigan-l::;ic uprising 

demands consisted 

of a 48 hour week, minimum wages, the abolition of sub-contracting, 

the union shop, shop delegs:bes, price committees and the equal dis-
241 

tribution of work in ·l:;he slack seasons. 
242 

The statemen{; issued by London, the union 1 s attorney, declared: 

"We do not apoligize for calling this general strike. If we owe 
any one an apology, it is ·l:;he thousands of exploi'bed workers for 
having waited so long •• we accuse the bosses that theyjru:tned the 
great cloak industry ••• that they corrupted ·l:;he morale of thousands 
tha.t are connected vdth it ••• ~!hey seek ·l:;o get workers to spy on 
and betray each other ••• We can no longer depend upon their friend
liness ... '.fo our tegret, we ·!:;rusted them too long. 11 

I·I.; is of course impossible to dwell at length upon the prog-

ress of this mos·l:; unusual conflict@ A brief sw:nroary will have to 

suffice. Soon after the cloak makers walked ou·l:; of tht~ shops, a 

series of negotiations was begun. '.l'hese ended in a deadlock over 

the 11 closed shop 11 issue which ·l:;he manufacturer;'s had asked to be 

waived in ad·1rance. The intervention of JPilene ruid the in-broduction 

by Brandeis of a 11preferential shopn compromise saved the sH;uat:i.on 

for a while, ji.ov1e-'v'er·.;- and the conferences were continued. These 

also broke dovm o~several occasions. In the 
243c,7 

district looked like a 11besieg;ed camp\\~ The 

by the rank and file of disloyalty, as false 
274 

meantime, the cloak 

leaders were suspected 

rumors spread aboui; 

their posH;ion on the issues e:l:; stake. 1rhe rejection of the first 

settlement,arrived at through the inil;iat:lv<1 o:r Louis lflarslmll, by 

•, 
'1,' 

I• 

i1 
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the strikers and the issuance of an in.junction, considered to be 

the ttstrongest decisionfver handed down agains·b labor 11 complicated 

matters.. The con·best became more intense, though individual agree

men·l:;s had already been s:i.g:ned, covering about 30 ,000 workers,,. 

Finally on September 2, the 11Pro·bocoJ. of Peace 11 carne :i.nto being, 

abol:i.sM.ng ·the sub-contracting system rod other similar evils, es-

·bablishing the preferential shop, setting up a Board of Arbltrat:i.on, 
J '-~45 

a Board of Grievances and a Board of Sanitary Contr~-._ "iVae;es were 
)1246 

almos·b doubled and the hours reduced from 60 to 54 per week,,. Thus 

the struggle came to an end after nine weeks, in a compromised :man-

ner., Yet for thc:i first time in the history of the industry a col-

lec·bi ve agreement had been arranged between the workers and the 

employers 1 association, which controlled the major par·b of the 

trade,. Seasonal unionis~vas now at an end and the International 
247 

oeJne into 11new and larger lif'e 11 ,,. Bu·l:;, i·b should be noted, the bas is 

for future fric-bion was not entirely removed,,. Though the set·blement 

brough"t; about vast improvements, it also created many new and ser~ 

ious problems .. 

In fact the Protocol soon became a "cause celebre 11
,, Thou;gh 

this will be dealt wH;h J.a·ber on, .. 5. t is necessary to point out here 
·'--.. 

t;he:b criticism of the oonduC'l; of' thi~t'Jcrike was already voiced soon 
' 

after its cori~J.,usion. Thus a writer coi-~Jt<t~n-bed that though the t\Illel-
·-.,.,," \\ 

foration of the wo;izkers' conditions had re$\,llted and a vro.ge system 

' \ was introduced i'or th'e.. f'irst time in the trad.q along with many other 
'\.,~"-.. .\ 

improvements, ·bhere .was 1t1_~rdly a cJ.a.use in the\~'~reement th~~S has 

not meant some sacrifice by\-;q.e strikers of their ~h::iginal demands. 
''-·,., '\., 

This was perhaps -l;o be expected '-:i,:i;i view of ·the fa.ct th.at 1eadinr; 
·,~_ 

public-spirited c:tt:Lzena had intervcined with the sole ptlrpose of 
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bringing the friction to a quick and su:mrnary disposal. I·b is like-

wise irrl:ieresting to quote the comment of the lawyer of the manufac

turers' association to the effect ·l:ihat 11employer and worker in this 

indus·bry were bound together by ties of race associa:bion and tradi-

249 (;~. 
tion no·l:i easily broken\\~) In fact about a quarter of a/µi:illion Jew-

ish people were involved in this coni'lict and its outcome therefore 
/ 250 

indioo:ted the fate of. a strike in a purely Jewish (?'5.wironro.ent. It 
251 !' 

seems, i\1rbhermore, according to' another source ,ithat the rank and 

file did not voJ.ce very friendly sentiments toW"ard the solution 

offered for they "denounced and rejepted eyery settlement proposal 

short of the closed shop,. They demon~tra:ted against their own 

Joint Board.,.. .However, af .. l:;er considerab':j.e maneuvering, the union 1 s 

negotiators~ finding ·bhemselves unable to get the membership to 

ratify ·l:iheir ·l;errns of S3ettlement, h'.urriedly called a meeting of 

some 200 shop chairmen and ob"J;;ained authorization ... to conclude.,.. 
251 

the Protoco1~1) The radioa], elements were indeed suspicious of the 

possibility of establishing labor peace and in particular were afraid 
. 252 

of' the tolerant attitude displayed toward the employers. Y<:rl:i, it 

should be remembered,, that the Protocol represen:l.;ed an effort to 

11establ:i.sh 1 govermnen-1.;' and 'due process of law' in an industry >llith 
. 253 r 

an anarchic~l tradition{'(•} Many of the new members of the cloak ma-

kers' union were la.eking in experience and were consequently impa-

tien-1:; V'ri·bh ·l:ihe necessarily slow procedure of adjustment under the 

Proto~ol. l .., 
Shortly af'ber the end of ~litias, an article in the "Zukuni'b" 

criticized the I .. L .. G. W .. u. leadersh:\g. for under·l:iaking ·bhe strike vr.i. th .. 

out e.dequs:l:ie p'reparation, the au-l:iy£~,. maintaining a·h ·the same time 
I 

that the 11Vorwartsn Publishing fssociation and the U.H.T. were op ... 
254 . 

posed ·to it on these grounds. The former was also oastigated fol' 



demanding the "closed shop 11 though the workers were not even mature 

enough to recognize ·the importance of unionization and for pu·l:;ting 

in motion forces which it could no·I:; control as the conflict deve-

loped. Upon close examination of the events, ·l:;his appears to be 

mere carping criticism. Rosenberg,, one of .the first pioneers and 

prominerrl:; leaders of the cloak makers' organization~ exposed the hol

lowness of these charges.. He ind'.l.~ated that prepara·l:;ions he.d in 

truth been made bu·b h~d been irnpeded by the very same elements who, 
'" ·' \\ f 

though eager to criticj.zQ .how, had been lacking i4faith in the ability 
'.<" 

of i.;he Jewish workers tl pre.{)s forward to victory$ His defense of 
/ .. 

the strike 1 s developmfiints was an !ible refutation of the group which 
I 

was :represented by A(J ?ahan; who laconically queried ten minutes 

after the strike was declared: 11N'u, when will your strikers appear?", 

but waxed enthusiastically when ·l:;he masses of toilers proved his 
255 "(, ./ . 

fears to be entirely ,Unfounded. 
/ 
" ·' 

\, The Chicago lvTarket Becomes Active 
·-· ~----------

The clothing market of Chicago also came into prominence during 

1910 when about 35 ,000 tailors of the men 1 s g;armen·l:; indus·bry remained 

on strike for five months, despite tho opposition of the U.G.W. na-
256 

tional officers. Aside from its intrinsic value, the conflict made 

two distinct contributions: In the first place, i·b brou[!;l't·bo the 

fore personalities tha-b were destined to play a role in ·l:;he even:bual 

establishm.ent of the Amalgamated., Secondly 9 i·bs defeat as a rosul t 

of the scabbing permit·l:;ed to the New York tailors aroused a great 

deal of indignation amongst the rank and file and further stimula-

ted the growing movement to counteract tho 11destructive influence 

of the old officialdom11
., 

The s·bate of the industry was determined by ·bhe following factorsi 

•.•··i.
~ 



, I 

' ' 

-157 .. 

1., Its seasonal nature and the existence of a. large 11labor reservoir" 

pre·vent;ed the es·babl:i.shment of a permanent union. 2. The ease with 

which small manufacturers could enter the trade created unstable 

condi·bions .. 3., The employee personnel consisted largely of immi ... 

grant stock, representing various nationalities anqracesj a goodly 

portion o.f' which were women .. 4 .. The employers sensed no respo:nsibil.1-

i ty for ·the welfare of their workers; the latter, on the other hand, 

were subject to insecurity of employment, low pay, diff'icult work , 

petty grievances and\f'ines., 5 .. A good deal of oompetH;ion existed 
251 r 

among the owners. There was indeed a crying nec~d for the stabili-

zation of the indus-bry and the amelioration o:f the workers' lot. 

The u. G.W., officialdom was, however, considered more of an ob-

struction than a help. Its conduct since the establishment of a 

national body had, as we have seen, alienated the support of ·the 

rank and file., In the meaIJ:bime, moreover, new elements, such as 

the Russian Revolutionary :i.dealists, nurtured :i.nthe trad:i.tions of' 

Soc:talism and aroused by the misery of the svreat shop, had :i.nfil

trated in·bo the ·bra.de. These had endeavored to set up I.W.,W. locals 

as well asc~~IJ/~1~C\.~n aggressive pos:i:bion agains:l:; both the employers 
258 

and the 11 corrup-b leaders'€\~) It was they who played dominant roles 

in this spon:caneous rebellion, which laid the founda:bion for a strong 

organiza:tion in Chicago• 

The heartening fea~e of the walkout, which began on September 

22, was the recoe_~nition on the par·t of the cutters, who formed tra 

mos·b experienced and highly skilled craft, tha:b only a united move ... 
260 

merrl;; of all workers could best protect ·bheir own :i.nteres·bs. '.l'his 

awareness of the need for the industrial structure of trade unionism 

in ·bhe industry was a determining; factor in the course of events, 

for the sabotage on the part of the U.G.W. (whose Dis·brict Council 

1: 

" I '1 
,'i 
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did not even respond to ·the call until 18,11000 employees had left 

work and whose officers literally drove many workers to scab) was 
261 

an almost insurmountable obs·t;acle. Public sympathy, however,, was 

aroused and aid was rendered by the Chicago A.F. of L., the Women 
1 
s 

'.rrade Union League and the U.H.T. Stores were opened to distribute 

rations during the cold win-l:;er months.. It is inberes·ting to note 

tha·I:; out of the ~~100,,000 contributed for relief~ fully 75% came from 
262 

working people. 

President Ricker·!; of the U.G.,W. suddenly intervened and conclu-

ded a settlement on his own 'initiative. 11Evidently Rickert feH; 

that the immigrarrt; strikers had not yet ripened to ·l:;he point where 
263 

they could deal with the employers as a group 11
, wri·te s Prof., Perlrnan. 

This is no\ doub·t; an under-statemen1;. The active spiri'ts of the 

unior\:it once convoked a rnass-me<:Yc:ing, at which Hillman made his 

first public app<'H:i.rance and, by vir·tue of the profound 1impression 

he created, pract:i.oally se:i.zed the rei.ns of leadership. The agree ... 

mell'b was rejected, for it prov:i.ded for the arbit1·a:bion of all demands 

except the recogni·bion of ·bhe union and the closed shop which were 
264 

not even ·l;o be discussed. A citizen~ 1 committee then in.vestige;l;ed 

the dispute and re comm.ended some .form of employee or1;e.nization with-
265 

in the ahops • A second attempt on ·l;he part of Rickert to conclude 

hostilities also failed, when the tailors refused to allow the man-

ufac·burers to d:i.scrimine:be in rehiring against those 
11
guil ty of vi

olence[i1(d Yet ·l;he final outcome we.s only partially ilil±'avor of the 

workers, for a largo par·b of the 11 cold a.ud hungry army" capi"l;ulated 

without conditions and i·e·turned to the shops, while only the Hart, 

Schaffner & Marx firm accepted an e.greernent. It oontained no pro-

vision for union re co g.ni·l;ion, btd; provided for improved oondi tions, 

wages and hours, and th,establishment of e.rbitre:cion machinery,, 
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curtailing a·b the same time the right of conducting stoppages by 
266 

the workers. 11Thereaf'ber the cleavage be·bween ·bhe tailors and ·l:;he 

union leadership widened daily. The outlook, ph:tlosophy and ·l:;ac·b'ics 
267 . 

of the ·b.vo boos.me irreconcilable~'l~ 

Pro·tocolism Gains Ground 

11A new priod of constructive experimeffbation in collectbre bar-

galning,, re suH;ing :i.n the e stabli srnnen.t of s·ba ble unionism 11 and ]a st-
" 

ing for a period of six years,was now ushered in for ·bhe men 1 s gar-
')'.) 268 

ment workers, according to the official biographer of the I.L,. G,.W. u. 

This of course is a broad statement, since all cause for friction 

w'B.s not removed and many cri·bical momeffbs arose thai.~ ·l:;hreatened to 

spell the doom of the ProtocoJ. 9 .Agencies of conciliation and arbit

ru:bion were created, as well as~Joint Board of Sani1:;ary Con"brol, 

which wns an en·l:;i1·ely new step in industr:i..al his·l:;ory. 'J.'hough Bran

deis, 11th.a father of protocolism11 believed in ·l:;he possibility o:f.' 

economic peace, the manufac·burers and the un.j.on accep·bed its provi-

sions for different and individual reasons~ Grit;j\ffihCH'Hi find sheJ}? 

strikes st:'Lll complioa·l;ed the smooth¥'unctioning of relations bet ... 

ween the two pa.r-bies concerned• Marry manufacturers resorted to all 

sorts of tricks and the leaders of the union were hard-pressed ·l;o 

pacify the workers. More olasheS than had been e:xpeo·bed soon oc-
269 

oured and the machinery had ·l:;o be oonstantly,repaired. Yet upon me 

whole ·bhe Protocol did make a profound change :in the trade: standards 

of safety and sanitation were :i.mpDo·ved, inside sub-oon·bracting d:i.s-
270 

appeared and over 90% of the workers in the trade joined the union. 

Sharp dii'ferPll~s of opinion were of course bound to develop 
('" 

as regards the evaluatipn of the Protocol.. On the one had, e. writer 
~ ~ 

11to the :Left 11 ma:i.ntains that it was 11based on the class-collaboration-

ii. 
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ist theory that there is a sufficient community of interes·b beti.veen 

employe,rs and employees to make permanent peace achievable and tl:a ·t; 

all rnat~ers in dispute could be peacefully adjusted through resor·b 
\ 271 

to impar·~ial arbitrators 11 
• On the other hand, ·bhe lawyer of the 

\ 

manufactu~~rs' association considers a at> be 11the first attempt 
\ 

to introduo~. a Consti tu-bion--a rule of law and order--into the in-
27h \ 

dustri/'~J The \<(fficial biographer offers a third view that both 
" \ 

the employers a;J.\1 the trade union leaders deemed j:b as a great prin-

ciple, 11as a beacoil\,:ight for o·bher industrie ~(~J 

The extreme radie~l historian points to the forfeiture of the 
\ 

right to strike as being\very 'beneficial to the employers, who even 

managed to evade the 

of ·l:;own contractors, 

hour~\\('~ wages terms b~rushing work to out 

where,~s\~he vrorkers were bound by the decisions 

of the arbitre,tion board(ll~ L~·lcewise, the union officials who had 
I \ 

a J.arge dues~paying me_fn'bership soon became weary of whe:Ht.hey called 
I 273 ·. . 1~ 

t1continuous and gu·b::/~ strikes~d There is no denying, onlthe one 

hand, ·that the uni,6~ grew in strength, for by 1912 the New York 

Joint Board clai~~d 50,000 member6, wh:i).e 40 charters had been is-
1 2174 

sued from June· 1910-April 1911 to new lo~ls., Yet~ on the o·ther hand, 

we may ask if the :manufacturers were not re,~lly liboking; out after 

·their own interes·bs, when, as their legal rdpresentative wri·bes, 
\ 

they agreed to strengthen the union and bring ,order out of' the chaos 
~ 275 

in the industry. Without she.ring j,n the suspie1ions aroused~ we can 

undestand ·vlhy the more revolu·bionary-minded workers beoame alarmed 

when, as Louis Levin,says, ·l:;he Pro·bocol was hailedas epoch ... making 

by ·the "bosses 11 and as a "permanent insitutian in adjusting labor 
. 276 

oondi tions in the clothing trade 11 by ·l:;he workers. 



.. 
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The spiri'\:; of organization soon spread to other branches of 

the ladies' garment indus·bry, particularly to those trades which 

largely employed women., The agitation gained momentum in 1911 as 
·, 

a result of the famous Triangle fire, inyhich 144 lives were lost. 
l 

At the same time the movement f'or liberalizing thJfactory laws of 
277 1 

the state was accelerated. This and the activity in other sections 

of' the clothing industry stamped 1912 as a very active year for Jewish 
2'/8. 

trade unionism. 

11The frailest and most helpless workers in the industry 11 were 

relieved from 11indus.trial slavery 11
, when the women workers of ·bhe 

waist and dress, white .. ghods and children's dress shops, adding up 

to ·bhe s·baggering to·bal of 60,000, signed protocols in the begin-
2'l9.:'S;i" ,, 

ning of 1913. This brought ·the national membership of the J::0,L.G.W.u. 
280 

up to 90,000, of whom about 80% were under protocol arrangemerrbs. 

The International sanctioned the general strike in the waist and 

dress trade at ·l;he 1912 convention. But since the employers were 

fsvorably inclined towards the pro·bocol, negotiations were carried 

on ~ecretly for four(weeks simultaneously with agitation for the 

walkout. For the "union officials were already committed to a no .. 

strike policy and this walkout was one of a long series of µ- e-
281 ;-· f-> 

arranged stoppages managed by the union officials and the employer s~.J 
~~he e:?itire me:tter was handled in a perfunctory roanner, for inside 

of. a few days after thousands of workers lef·b the shop, the Protocol 
282 

became a fait accompli. 'l'he course of ·bhe other struggles did not 

run as smoothly b'txb the same results were attained: e. fifty hour 

week, increases in wages, sanitary conditions and rer;ular inspections, 
283 

·bhe preferential shop and the in-liroduction of arbitration machiner Y• 

'l'wo and a half years of agita:bion amongst the furrier:3 at Ja st 

'·1 :: 
'! 1·1 
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resulted in the declaration of a general strike in June, in whmch 
284 

9 ~000 workers par·bicipated9 Two manufm.cturers s associations, com-

posed of 744 owners, 90% of whom were Jewish, at once uni-bed in order 
285 

to destroy the union,. Had they succeeded,, this would have been a 

se:dou."!3 blow, f'or the furriers had made numerous attempts in ·the 

past ·l:;o organize ·l:;he industry which was centered in New York City. 

Their union had revived, after many previous failures, as a result 
286 

of the influx of ·!;he 1905 immigrants,. Fortunately, hovrover, thejr 

demands were met after thirteen weeks of conflict and they obtained 

a 30% raise in wages, the 49 hour week;· pay for ten legal holidays, 
287 

u:rd.on recognition, the abolition of home work, etc.. Great impetus 

was also given to the estQ..bHshment of an In-t;er:national in the fol-

lowing year• 

A great his·coric event ·cook place at the end o:t' ·che year when 

·the tailors rose en masses in New York Ci "l;y· on December 30, 1912 

and for ·bhe first time oalled a halt to vvork in i;tll "t;!11.1 metropoli-

iAu1 shops. Upon the appointmen-l; of an organizer by the Brotherhood 

of Tailors, an intensive arganizational drive had been st:i.mulated.11 

with the result ·!;hat the union con-L;ained 5~000 members.. Conditions 

in ·l;he trade were very unsatisfactory: the division of labor ·was 

well developed and J.ea.d to faster 1\tl rk, routine tasks and a cleavage 

be-t;ween pieee and vreek workers. Though the laws forbade the prac-

tioe, 75% of the finishing process was still done in the teneme:n:I;; 
288 

houses with the full help of the entire family .. 

The strike, wh:i.oh was joined by about 110,000 workers, half 

of whom were Jewj,sh and one-·bhird Italians, was mainly directed 
289 

against the large manufacturers who controlled the}brade. Demands 

consisted of the 48 hour week, a 20% wage increase and the aboli-

--"",:!• 
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tion of sub-contracting and tenemenJG work. The entire movement 

responded full .. heartedly to the needs of ·l:;he strikers, who were 

subject to at·baoks by the underworld elementr~ hired by the tlew.ish 

11bosses~\~ But ·though the struggle was staged during "lh e cold win

ter months, marvelous resistance ru.-1§:-:-'bem:rn::tty·was shown by the 

toilers of e.11 nationalities. After ten weeks, during which t:ime 

many of the smaller employers capitulated, Pres. Rickert negot:ia-

tad a, se·l:;tlemen{; on his own aocoun-l;. This evoked a s·torrL of oppo-

sition on the part of the rank and file ·who rejected his kind offer 
290 )7 

of me dia:bion., 'rhe sei~tlemen·I; was denounced as a 11·treacherous one e., .. 

a shame an an insult to the whole organized labor movement of Arner-

ica 11
• The windovrn and doors of the 11Vorwarts 11 were Sllk'l..shed because 

291 
at fir s·I; it had endorsed the sei~·\;lement;. 

The s·trugglo continued despite the prohibition of picke·bing 

by the mayor, who,,in a letfor to the Police Comm..i.ssj_oner, wrote: 

11This (the end of the s·l:;rike) has been attes·l;ed by Mr .. Rickert andt 

the representative of ·l:;he employers' side, who have appeared before 

me. 'l'he settlement conceded praci;ioally all ·the demands of the em .. 

ployees ••• They (:meaning those still on strike) are lawless charac-

·l:;ers ·to ·whom no leniency whatsoever is due. 11 A conference of rep ... 

rese:Jttatives of more ·!;ban 3,,000 workers of many~rades met to dis

cuss the si-l;uation and assailed Rickert's conduct. Soon the conflict 

was crowned wi·bh the acceptance of' more favorable terms by the manu-

facturers in the beginning of 1913. The actj.on on the par·[:; of the 

U.GaW .. leadership int;ensified the ill-will that had prev:i.ously ex-
293 

isted against it. In fad; its influence was as a result completely 

destroyed,. All ·the locals henceforth refused to deal wi th~he na

tional officers, for their autocratic rule had crushed every effor·t 
294 

which the ·l:;ailors had made for the asser·bion of their rights. 

I 
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Thus 1913 became a ·burning-point in the history of ·l:;he tailors 1 

struggles, as the same story of betrayal was repea·bed in Boston, 

Baltimore, Cincinnati and st. Louis. The na:bional off'ioe acted as 

a separator and not as a unifier.. It utilized the union label in 
295 

the overall and shir·l:; indus"\:;ry to sus'\;ain the misruling bureaucracy. 

Indeed the continuous warfare of 20 years \'ra.s f'ast reaching a climax 

as the radical and progressive elemen-1.:;s amo}!g the tailors confronted 

the opportunistic national officers. The day of' r•eako:ni:tl!g was 
296 

drawing near. In the meantime, improYements. in the arbi trai:;ion ma-

chinery wore oo:n:binuously being introduced in the Chicago market, 

wit~ss:t:isfactory ~~~µJ.cbs for both sides., By 1913 ·l:;he preferen·bial 
... / 297 

shop was folly· accepted. 

Marked progress was also made by the U.H. T. in 1912, as it con-

eluded a year full of' ao;civity with 91 e.ffiliates, representing 
297a 

over 200,000 workers. The cap makers also mo.na.ged to remove ·l:;he 

last and worst aspects of swea;l:; shop parasitism, when the demands 

for free machines and half-day work on Sabbe:bh were finally~ranted. 

About 3,000 members were now to be found in the union. It consuquent-

11urned its atten·bion toward organizing the millinery trade with 

the end in view of raising the living standards of the entire in-
298 

dustry. A unique event likewise ·l:;ranspired durin[s ·bheyear when 

the writers of the Jewish press or[~anized secre·bly and secured a 

charter from the 1rypographioal Internationale Vfuen the publishers 

refused their demands, ·GJ:1ey declared a strike and issued o.n organ 

of ·!;heir own. But one of their leaders ·l:;actlessly announced his 

plans to organize all the country's newspapermen. The association 

of publishers therefore pu·l:; pressure upon the In·berne.tiona.l not to 
299 

sanction whe strike, wlth the rasul t that i·b was liquidated., 
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'!'he movement gained fu.r·cher momenbum in 1913, as the tailors 

continued and won the largest strike in the history of Jewish labor 
300 

and as ·bhe method of' the Protocol became very much in vogue. During 

the month of January alone, about 175,000 had lef"l; the shops of ih e 

several branches of the cloth1.ng industry in protes·t against in-

tolerable oo;Jditions. Indeed the Jewish labor movement had marched 

forward by leaps and bounds in a very short time, lead by its largest 

and s-brongest trade union, that of the cloak makers, which numbered 

50,QOO strong. The latte~had proven the possibility of establish..:. 

in~ stable labor organiza·l:;ions, had 1.n·broduced safety and health pro• 

visions--something which had not even been done by the oldest Amer-

ican unions--and developed class-consciousness among the Jewish 
301 

masses. 

.Ano·bher noteworl.:;hy accomplishment was the esfai.blishment of -the 

Interna·cional Fur Vforkers' Union during the year and its affilia-
302 

tion with the A.F. of L. Abou-1.:; 50% of the 25,000 workers in the 

trade were i;hus organized into a natione1 body ·that soon became knovm 

for its radical inclina:biorrn. In 1914 it renewed its contract with 

the manufacturers 1 associatj.on for two years wi'l.:;h the follo11ving 

provisions: th~'aboli~~~nt of inside contracting and home wo11)) the 

est!.'J.blishment of arbH;ra·tion machinery, the employment; of union men 
303 Jj? 

only, the introduction of a scale of vrag;es, etc., 

A"ttentio~,was likewise paid to the organization of the millinery 
~- .......... __ 

trade, the last branch of ·the headgear industry ·t;o go i\TVer to faoti:;ory 

production. Two elem~;rt'13were employed in the ·trade: women who came 
'"--, 

from New England farms, with"'--~·ong individualis-bic leanings, and 

men from the cap 'shops, vrl th a Rtt~ian background. A great deal 
"-,," 

of fric·tion naturally developed be·l.;vr~Eh1. _~hem and this was u-t:i.lized 

by the employers.. But since the cap makers had obtained. from the 

I , 
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A.F •. of L. as far back as 1903 official jurisdiction over the trade, 

a good number of th~'·millinery operators also joined the former' s 

local. It was not till t;h~ 1910 strike that a union of millinery 
''-·., 304 

workers was formed on an indepeno.e:q,t basis,. 

The en-bire clothing indus·bry seethe.d with great activity durine; 

1913 .. J.4 as a result of inner strug;gles that ·book place with:i.n ·l:;he 

two national bodies: ·l:;he I .. L. G.W. u. and the u. G .. W. In the case of 

the former 1 the controversy raged with great intensi-t;y but wqs i'i-

na.lly resolved1 but within the le/cter, the forces split further apart 

and inevi"l:iably lead ·l:;o the birbh of thl'l Amalgamated,. The issues 

that caused friction within the In-bernationa7, furthermore~ vrere very 

oomplicated and by no means form a very clear-out pattern. It is 

therefore very dif.fioul t to disi;ribute the guild judiciouBly and 

an attempt will merely be made to vreave in the arguments of ·l:;he va-

rious partisans .. 

The Protocol on ·l:;he Defens:lve 
-~-'--~~-n a~•--•·•--~•·-•-•m----~~~--

In the first half of 1913, ·the International was riding on ·fu e 

or+st of a wave of prosperity and expansion and conduct:i.ng j:l:;s ac-
•, 

·ti vi ties for ·l:;he first time on a na"l:iional scale. In a sense it ref-

lected the acceptance of or at least tolerance for trade unionism 

and collective bargaining by American pub1:i.c opinion as a result 

of ·l:;he "great upheaval 11 of labor 1 s S"l:irength and the rise of the 
305f{) 

Radical I .. w. w. movement in the courrbry~ 1 The slip;ht wage and hour 

improvements gained by the s·brikes in the cloak and suit trade in 

a number of ci·bies and the concessions granted by ·l:;he employers 

during tho upswing of industrial conditions thus served to allay 

Jc;he fear and susp:i.c'td.ons of many vvorkers who, accord:lng to our 

rad:loal 001rnnenta:bor, 11had more or less been tricked into the adven-

,,,' 
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'.rhe coming of a depression in the winter of 1913-14, nGwever, 

lead to very serious results in Hew York CH,-y. The g;eneral restless-

ness drove many vmrkers into a crusade aga:tnst the· Protocol, as -the 

membersldp divided into two groups wh:i.ch kept the International 
308 

and the Joint Board at o. breaking point for nearly a year. The Join-Ci 

Board and the International differed on the nature of ·bhe policy 

tha·l:; was to be pursued,,, The virorkers in the shops turned to the 

aggressive and militant Join-!:; Board for sympathy, since it spoke in 

rather harsh ·!:;ones to the ovm.ers and accused them in its organ of 
309 

using dishonest means in order ·l:;o evade their responsibili"fuiE>S• 'I l 

'rl1e growth of unemployment also caused the owners ·l:;o 11bear dovm on 

protocol condi t:i.ons and ·bo send W'Ork to ou·l:;-of-·bovm or to non··union 

shops. 'l'he mechanism of the Protocol failed to rectif'y the workers r 

grievances, while the Irrter:national forbade strikes as a medium 
310 

of correction." 

The two problems that agi·l:;ated ·l:; he cloak makers the most were: 
, 

(1) the method of' meeting complaixrts$ 90% of which were presented 

by ·!:;he workers; and (2) the method of fi:idng piece-rates. 'rhe grow·-

:tng discon~cen.t of the toilers was i1ow reflected in an increasing; 

number of 11 illegal stoppages 11 agains·b the employers 1 offensive. 

Many other grievances, such as the fear of discrimination by the 

shop chairmen~ the dila\l:;ory habits of the deputy clerks~ the uti-

lization of sub-manufacturers to avoid price-fixing, etc.,accumuJa-

·ted. Despite this sfutuation, the official biographer of the I.J...G.,W.U. 

maintains that the mechanism. of the Pro·l:;oool was functioning satis-
311 

£aotori;ly. Hourvrich, who played a dramatic role in the affairs of 

the Irrberno:l:;ional f'or a bric~f period~ claims, on ·the o·l:;her hand, 

I;\' i: I' ] I I 
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·!;hat there wasn 1t one point in the :Proto. col which ~ot broken by e . 
. J \· 

manufacturer each week and calls at'\:;e:nt:l.on,, on the basis of an ana-

f I 

lysis of 3, 2:150 oompla~nts during one year~ to the one-s:i.ded nature 
012 

of ·bhe str1:11':>f:'.;l0 which the workers were waging. 

'When Bisno ·1.11as appointed as Chief Clerk of the Joint Board and 

·thus became spokesman for the workers, he sougkb to broaden the pow-

ers of' 'bl1e Protocol as well as to introduce a number of reforms. 

His position was a very difficult one, for he was confronted with 

an "extremely articulate membership b1~ought up on the doctr:i.ne of 

class s·truggle and ·thc7ref'ore eager to assert ·the union's power over 

the 

the 

employer, and the need o:f maintaining friendly relatfons with 
313 \L{// 

manufacturersf1;.1 Yet 'being11a ro.an devoted to the intereiirbs of 
·.J 

the workers and long noted f'or his honesty and stra:i.gh·tforwardness, 

he irnmediately met face to 

the chief of which was the 

face ·the issues affecting; the workers, 
3138. L~i ·(. .' 

contracting evn::1t•; His ideas upon the 

subject of union supervision ancl control soon, however, evoked 

the opposition of the International 1 s officers, particularly its 

secretary-t;reasurer, John Dyche, who was contemptuous of radicals, 

belieyed ·bhat a s·trong union could be maintained only thn:mgh the 

aid of a strong ma1iufacturers 1 association,, and demanded that ·bhe 

chief clerk confine his activities to those of a skillful negotia-
314 
tor. Bisno was accused by Dyche as possessing 11 ig;norance and dog;-

matism plus clemagogy 11 and was ori ticized for his bellicose e.·ttitvde 

toward the employers. Re was finally removed to another pos:i.tion, 

after his life was made miserable 11 by every manner of petty per ... 
315 '·0 

seoution~ •• J 
\, 

The appoirrbment of Isaac Hourwich, lawyer, economist and wri-

ter, to this office in Januray, 1913~ intensified ·bhe controversy 

all the mo1·0. He soon saw tha:b the Protocol was defeoti ve in its 
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sta;bemerrb of rigrrbs and principles and began, like Bisno, ·l:;o formu-

late a program of legal reform. Soon it seemed that the movement 

for amending the agreement was dr:ti"l:iing under his guidtll1ce in the 
316 

direct.j.on of its complete abolition. Hourwich was 11of an aggressive 

temperament and greatly imbued with 'workers' class-consciousness'. 

To him ·bhe Protocol was a mere temporary truce rather ·than a promise 
'/' i 317 ·;;!::' 

of durable peace", according to Professor Perlr1u:m. He was considered 

impractical and revolu·bionary by the In·berna-biona.l,, while Dyche 1 

on the other hand, years afterward main·ba:i.ned that he had a nega

ti"lre o:btitude toward unions and characterized him as a 100% individ-
318 ( / i 

ualis·t; and Russian nihilist. Hou--wioh himself' later on declared 

that the Protocol did not brinp; abou·b good will and unity, as the 

unions leaders were constantly reiterationg. In fact$ it had a de-

moralizing effect upon ·the toilers in the shops, for$ since the un-

ion would scab in the event of' a strike,, it weakened ·bhe spirit 

of protest. The officers b'eoame j.ndifferent ·bo the troubles of the 

workers and played up to ·the associa·bion, whose members could dec

lare lookouts by merely announcing a "reor,ganiza·bion of the sy·s·bem 
319 . ' 

of production~~//) 
Yet Hourwich continued to win favor runol'.l.g the masses, who 

thought tha·b the main function of their labor organize:bion was ·l:;o 
320 

figh·b their employers. He persisted in his agi"l:;aticm against the 

Protocol throngr\articles in the publication of' the New York oloak 

makers and denounced the heads of the Interne..t:lo:nal as 
11
the ·l;ools 

of the ma.nufacturers 11 • ~s was revealed in his subsequent ar·bicle 
321 ~ 

in the 11 Zukunft 11 , Hourwich o~l).ec·bed to the Protocol's este,blisbment 

of a corporation lawyer as the ~e.~ of the union and. to Brandeitll' 
'-..._ 

in-l;erpretation of' i·bs pro'l!isions. Th~-,'cl~~~s :s:truggle, he deolared, 

continued, despite the I)rotocol, and could n~t ·be obviated through 
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diplomacy or philan·thropy. Brandeis' concept of capital-labor har-

mony thus did not appeal ·tp, him, f'or he believed that ·to prevent 

the workers from striking wa~--"tQ introduce slavery in the shops. 
, __ ,_ .. / (,' ·,, 

"- rJ In November, 1913,, he was denied :reappointment to ·the Joint 

Board. As a result of this step, Local 1, composed of the more 

aristocratic operators and f:i.nishers, among; vfom were many ra.dical-
322 A 

minded younger men$ withdrew. Many of ·this local's members had pre-

viously taken the lead in the arrbi•Protocol crusade, as they were 

usually the shop chairmen and thus had to listen to the workers 1 

complaints.. They were solidly behind Hourwich, who eJ.so believed 

in the strict enforaement of the agreement. They were more revolu-

tionary-minded than the older elements who had built up the organi-
(Vi,,_1i,t~.;'~" 3 2 3 

zation and heI1ce were more hesi·tant to endanger its existence. 

But the referendum showed overwhelming support of Hourwloh on the 
/;\I, 

part of the masses and he was consequently reappointed. The manu-

f'acturers t association, -·howe::v.:er, refused ·b o accept this verd:i.c·b, and 
324 

the machinery of the Protocol was ·temporarily suspended. 

A great deal of pressure was now exerted by ·the General Exec-

utive to persuade Hourwich tha·t his continuance in office would 

mean the end of ·!:;he International. Though the masses were in up-

roar against his contempla:l:;ed resignation, a meeting; of' fo:f·by union 

leaders, under the leadership of Gompers, and ·bhe refusal of the 

Interna:l:;ional to remain as the guarrurbor of the Protoool corribined 
325 

to influence Hourwich's withdrayval from office• 'J.'he cloak makers 

were indignan-t a·b this forced decision and invaded the office of 

the Join-t Board and the Interna:l:;ional, smashing some of the furni .. 

ture. I·b was some time before the agitation and tumult died down. 

· Thu;i a very hectic chapter came to an end.. The struggle ls 

still open to vari~tis>interp~e~ations. Levine says that i·bs fun• 

) 
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damen-tal causes lt.'l.'f in the economic con.di tions ·!;hat developed as 

e. result of the Pro·bocol and that it marked the first concrete les-

son in meeting the problems of' collective bargaining. '.rhough Bisno 

and Hourwich destroye¢1. the halo that originally surrounded ·bhe Pro-
\ 

tocol, their work did give a new insight into ·bhe practical elements 
326 \ 

of unionism., A more seV;ere judgmemb is the following: 11 The entire 
I 

\ 
'Hourvvich aff'air 1 symbol:i\zed the class struggle in the needle trades~ 

\ 

with the Infa;irnational othcers liliing up solidly with capital and 

the rank andi;'ne mili tantl;J'." demanding a fip;hting policy from those 
\ 

organs wh:tch they hacl erec·ted, for the protec·bion of ·bheir class in-

teres·bs. It me.de clear that ~he bosses, ~;-;;,~7t~:~::.~,~~;,~) \ ~·~- .. s "'52'{ 
rather than the workers, were di?ta·l:;ing to the~ International 11 • The 

hero of the drama wrote that the ~ght centered on ·bhe organizational 

form of the union .aild the limita·b:l.o~s of the Protocol. The old 

leaders of' the union claimed that o~\y the Protocol could me.intain 
\ 

the organization, for, since no s·brik~s were permitted, they could 

spend ·bheir entire time in organizatio~l effor·bs., This implied1 

said Hourwich, thai:; only a small minori·~, the 11mach:lne" consisting 
\ 

of of'f:l.oers, was in:beres·l:;ed in the union.\ .An organization of this 

sort would no·b conduct a struggle against ~fe association for fear 

of endangering the Protocol. They leaders ~J1er0fore prevented any 
\ 

cri·bicism whatsoever, kep·b down the shop str,kes and blocked all 

roads to influencing the masses ·bhat were ope\µ ·bo the 11 disconten·bed 
\ 

elements 11
• Meetings by the opposition were c~~led illegal and the 

official press was censored. It was his oppos~~tion to such a ste.:be 

oi' affairs ·chat brought him 

the International officers, 

\ 
\ 

\ 
in·bo conflict vnth ·b'1e employer1:1 and 

328 \ 
Hourvrich rnainta:i.nedo \However, only 

\ 

\ 

a more ·bhoroue;h analysls of the facts can estabHsp ·bhe validity 

of' all these differing opinions. 



.. 

... 

""-

-172-

The Tailors Break Their Bonds 

The 18th convention of the U41.:i:ted Garment ·workers, held in 

October, 1914, provided the arena for the lf\st battle to be waged 

between the leadership and. ·bhe vast rnajori ty of its constituency, 

as the effort to disfranchise the garmen-b workers of the large cen-

ters ended disastrously for the national officers. The restlessness 

of the rank and file had already found expression in the Yiddish 

press during the course of ,che year~ while both sides continued to 

hurl charges at each other1:(1;ill the eve of the convention. The 

radical tailors complained that the officers were using the label: 

for personal pro1J;, and the officers in turn 1naintained that the 
~·, 

developing upsurge was being promoted by outside influences, was / 

founded on race pre,judice and aimed at the control of the orge.ni-
331 ',I/ __ 

zation by the Jewish vrorkex·s. And E,ndeed a New York Join{~ Board 

had been formed in 1913, w1th the a:i.d of the Jewish Socialis·ts who 

once again re.llied to the aid oi' the trade un:i.ons and took part 
33;:: 

in their struggles. The widespread s-brike of' that year l:i:kewise· 

helped to organize every branch of the trade with such favorable 

results ·that tho now labor organizations were maintained for the 
333 

.first time in hisfory of the industry in the fac.e of' a depression. 

Soon enough, as a reaction th these powe:bful s·bimuli, the 

11new spir:i.t of ao·bive and intelligently direc,.l::ed democracy clashed , . ) 
334 ~/ \ 

general off'ioers~J with the innnobile and deadeninrr, autocracy of the 

gfforts of' the New York locals in behalf of a referndurn. for chang-

:i.ng the site of the conventfon from Nashville to R.oches·ber, a more 

centrally located city, were rejected. i'he former were likewise 

saddled with 11enormous bills for alleged def'icienciesf1(~) Indeed it 

seemed tba·b the national officers were intent upon maintaining 

i I: 
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their positions e.t all costs, for they seated the delegates of 

the overall and shirt trades but denied adn1ission ·bo those of the 
335' 

clothing indus·bry on the grolinds of ·bheir being in arrears in dues. 

Thus out of 303 delegates, fully 105 of them, who represented 

over 40,,000 toners or about 2/3 of the entire organization, wave 
336 

barred from the floor of the gather1.ng and consigned to the galle:try. 

Although it appears from the figures that the radicals did no·b have 
' . 

the majority of the delegates, it must be ·borne-±n·~'mind that the 

larger locals did not reoe:i.ve their proportional number of repre-

sentatives. The insurgents therefore did speak for the mu.jori ty 
33? 

of ·l;he membership. .As it became evident that ·bhe general officers 

wanted to oap·bure the convention by fair or foul means (for instahce, 

·bhrottgh a camp gain of personal atte.ck and calumny, in which ·they 

endeavored to poison the overall workers against 11.Anarchists 11 and 

Jews, thov.gh some of them were also Jewj.sh), the ineligible clothing 

workers left the conve11:bion in a body and organized ·their own con-

ference. Hillman was selected as presideut and J'oseph Schlossberg 
338 

as ·bhe general secretary. The break ·was now permanent and final. 

In their reports to ·bhe workers of New York and Chicago, the 

sponsors of the 11 rump 11 convention pointed ou-b that the general of-
and · 

ficers claimed the U.G.W. as their private property,/inc.ited national 

animosities, that the convention site was surrounded by police and 

that spies thadowed some of ·bhem. Despite'-.a~l this, "no stone we.s 

lef·l; '\.mturn.ed, no ef:fo~J;--was spared and we s·boppecl a·b nothing in 
_/,. 339 . 

our attempts to .estabH,sh peace 11
, ·bhey declared. But the bid for 

/ 

the a.micabl6 set·blement of tho controversy was spurned by the 

rw .. tional officers., 

The t-vvo groups then sought to have ·bheir representatives ao-

cepted by the A.F .. of L .. convention of November, 1914.. Yet, despite 

'7 
I 
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the faot tha:I:; Hillman 1 s organiza .. cion presented a rather i'oroei'ul 

. case ir1 a leaflet distributed at said gathering, Rickert's faction 

was recogn:i.zed, according; to the 0s·l:;ablished procedure of the A.J.i'. 

of L. not to acknowledge groups that break away from ·i:;heir parent; 

body. A special convention was therefore called at the end of De-

camber in New York by Hillman• s followers to "take up constructj.ve 
340 . '1 'J 

work of the most fundamen·\;al and radici:\l kindt(:J For the two groups 

now conducted a jurisdic·bional dispute, i.~tich the 11old guard" had 

possession of the funds and the headquarters while the insurgents 

were winning th(:J confidence of the membership in the garment indus-

try. Out of this conference in New York, which wa.s attended by 

134 delegates from 68 local unions and 5 d:tstrict councils, was 

born the Arnalf~a:rns:bed Clothing Vforkers of .Am.erica, which expressed 

mos"\:; eloquently the new spirit of indus·l:;rial unionism and preseu-l;ed 

the most perfec·l:; embodiment of the Jewish vvorkers' concep·l:;ion of 

·t;he function of ·their labor organizations. 

The principles and objectives of the A.C.W. of A. may be smn-
:ma.rized as follows: 

l. The "ultimate aim of the labor movement is to bring the 

working class into its ovm and to transform i"\:; from a working; class 

within a ca pi ta.list soc:i.e·ty into a free and democratic indus·l:;rial 
1'·1 

republic~"ej The union should therefore be able to "elevate the wor -

kingmen mentally, me:terially, morally and in every other s:ense, 

while gathering strength for the ultimate emancipation of the wor

king class from the wage sys·temf\, For the "time has come for the 

organization of a union of clothing; indusi:;ry workers that will be

come an intee;ral part of the revolu·l:;ionary army ·l:;hat will emanci-
341 (t (' 

) pate the· working class\'!:.; · 

2. The labor movement itself should be democratic.. The elec·bion 
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of officers should ·bherefore take place by a referendum vote in 

order to insure the appl.ication of the democratic rule in the labor 

organization.. This was in contrast to the provisions of the old 

constitution whioh concEml;rated all the power in the hands of the 

officers who proceed~d to make the union 11 i:i.n emporium for the sale 

r 1 . (ii\( o · supp .1e s\,• 1 
~ .. / 

3. Al though the label had been used in ·l;he past as a •1talisrn.a.n 11 

to enslave the workers ·bo the bosses in the factory and the union 

and had required a. great expenditure of funds for advertising pur-

poses, i·b was to be continued. But the workers were to remember 

tha:b 11the power that affords protection to the workingmen is not 

the generosity of .the consumers but the powerful organization of 
342 'f 'l 

the producers('.~·~j 

4. The movemen·b was to support its 11 own political part+hich 

stands loyal to the working class and whose aim is the emancipe:bion 

of the working class from wage sla:very 11 
.. 

1rhus, the last of ·bhe large national bodies of Jewish toilers 

came into existence, breathing an air of defiance against the e:x:-

isting social order and permeated vd:bh the spirit of industrial un-

ionism, which to them meant ·bhe general enlightenr.1ent of' the working 

men, particularly in the teachings of universal class solidarity·, 

and the eventual aboHt:i.on of the wage system., 'J~his was indeed the 

vrowning eff'or·l; of the Je·wish labor movemen:b. Larp;e labor org;ani-

zations had been buiH; up pa-1.~iently and ·birelessly within 35 years, 

until around 1920, out of 518,000 wage earners in all the branches 

of the clothing indus·bry, about 305,800 vY~re organized in unions, 
. 343 sv 

forming a 60% total of unionized workers. According to the American 

Labor Year Book of 1917-18, only the breweries had a higher percent-

age, around 89%.. This was a rernarkable achievement and one to vJdidch 

the Russian-Jewish immigrants could ppixrl; with pride and se/Gisfaction. 

1· 
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Though :Lt is dif.t'ioult to discuss fully the services rendered 

by the Russian-Jewish i:mmigrEmts to the .American labor movement 

from 1880 to 1914, since much of' their labor did no·b yield fruit 

till af-ber ·bhe last da:be of this period 1 it is possible to call at-

·bention to some of the distinguishing characteristics of the various 

trade unions wh:i.ch they brought into being. The struggle for the 

economic and political emancipation of ·bhe sweat shop toilers which 

was fostered by ·bhe East Side residen-bs became an integraJ. part 

of .American ·brade unionism in :i"bs very early s·bages, for many o:r 

the immigrants either joined ·bho existing J.a.bor bodies or formed 

new o:nes, soon after ·bheir arrival on these shores. Since ·bhey en-

tered the unorganized branches of the clothing industry, they had 

to establish "their own labor movement with its unions, press$ be-
1 ar·1 · 

nefi t societies, coopera·bives and propaganda clubs~ 

In this respect i their previous experience and tra.infr1g in the 

Russian Pale of Settlement stood them in £~ood s·bead. For they 11 came 

largely from commercial oenters ·v.rhere they had oontac·b wi·bh radi-

oal pol:i:bical movemen·bs. Many of' them had praci~ical experie31oc~ 

as leaders in these democratically go-ver:mned propaganda socie·b:tes; 

and 

large numbers of their intellec·bual~• possessed a theoretical 
. 2 ·~ 

practical knowledge of the vmrld labor movementsf'(; In fact~ 
some very striking parallels can be drawn between the Jewish work-

ing classes of Russia and the Uni·bed States as regards their eco-

nomic orientation and men·bal outJ.ookj As has been indicated in 

previoU.s chapters, ·bhe same occupatione.l concentration and indus-

trie.l x isola·bion of ·bhe J·ewish wage earners was to be found in 

both countries. Both the Bund and the local movemen-b operated in 

a Jewish-dominated sector of ·bhe national economy and s.eemed to 

I 
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agree, at least in spirit, on matters relevant ·bo the Jewish com-

muni ty. Both were also subject to the influence of ·l:;he revolution-

ary political par·bies and maintained cons·bant contact with the ra-

dical activities of ·bhe non-Jewish elements in ·bhe country. Final-

ly, both represented an advanced and alert segment of the general 

working popula:i:;ion, the one participating in the battles to depose 

the Czar and the other straining; with all its might fo bring about 

improve:ments in the sweat shop autocracy. 

By 1914, the International Ladies Garment Workers Union,, Uni-

ted Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of Nor.th Amc1rica, Intermi.tional Fur 

Workers Union e.nd ·bhe Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America stood 

on very solid ground, for the vast majority of the workers in the 

various branches of the needle ·bra.des were to be found on unj.on 

rolls. This marked a d:i.stinct contribution to the American labor 

movement, for the Jewish working class contained about 15% of the 
3? ,; 

nation's toilers and its record of unionization was nettt to the 

highest in the country. This accomplishment becomes all the more 

significan·b when wo take into account tho gruelling, up-hill bat·ble 

which the early pioneers had to 11mge against the inertia of the 

working; masses and the opposition of the employ·ers.. No~; one of 

the large national bodies existed bef'c.i're lB90 and only the United 

Garmen-b ·workers, from which the .Amalgamated la·ber separated, was 
4 

in continuous existence since 1900. The Socialist-11narchist war-

fare, the emergence of internal fac·bional strife, the growth of 

dual union.ism in its various manifestations as well as the chao-

tic na·bure of the irnflustry 1.tself at times proved to be almost in ... 

surmountable obstacles. Hope al·b~rnated w:i.th despair. -Bu~t; -~e 
Yiddish press and the ixrbellectuals strove ·bo educate the inuni-

grants and to build a firm basis of morale. 'rhey had to contend 

II'' 
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with many evils, the most pernicious being that of the contracting 

system. l<'or since the :manufacturer could dictate wages through low 

rates ·to the contractor and thus remove himself from the hiring of 

labors 11thf-> unions long lacked a. fulcrU.m :f.'or a permanent re.is ing 

5 dill. :-
0 f the condi'tions in the trad'"""CI 

T us, the early period up to 1900 served as a school in which 

the work s learned the significance of unionization through their 

srJora.dic ef.;~orts ·to improve conditions in the shops. The various 
\ 
\ 

·bra.des grew co\ftinuously during the time but the toilers were in 
\ 
\ 

no position to r~~ist exploitation and mal-treatme.nt. It was only 1 

" of influence 
as their national o~anizations beca.me factors/in the various bre,n-

ohos of the ~lothi:ng ihi:lus·bry, that ·[;heir s·bruggles no longev 

ma.ined mere reflexive ac·G's._ against in·bolerable conditions but took 

the form of carefully plannecl,ancl executed ba:l;tles. They then be

gan considering ways of exerting direc·b control and supervision 

over ·bhe trades, bringing about much'.".'needed re.forms, paying a·bten

tionl\educationa.l nee els and joining with. the political endeavors of 

the working; class. Such was the course of,.de'V'elopment taken by and 

" \ 
J.ar1;e by ·the varioul3 Internationals, al·though\,the cap makers' union 

6 '·, 
has been used by way of illustration., '\\ 

The unions of the clothing workers indeed me.de a very dramatic 

and rapid rise to success. However, it is mostly in their philoso-

phy, methods, aims, and educational program that their great sig-

nificance lies. Their disting.;uishing characteristics may be lis·bed 

as follows: 

1. The ga,rment' indus·bry' s labor orgimizations which arose 

primarily from the mass movements of the unskilled and semi-skilled 

wa.ge earners were cons·bructed along highly-cen:bralized industrial 

\ / 
I 
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line:.~ As has already been pointed out, they eschewed the craft 
_._.,.... 

s·bructure of trade unionism to pioneer, along wi·l:;h the brewers and 

miners, in applying a 11Spirit of broad-minded all-inclusiveness to 
7 

all workers in the industx·yf~ Professor Perlman considers them to 

be an exrunple of nsocialist industrialism~.) That is the typo of 
1_,. 

unionism which aims ·to present a front 11 coextensive with the em-

ployers 1 associa:bion and to u:btain equal footing with the bosses" 

by includi:ne; ·the ~lled and the unskilled within one fold, which 

favors political action through an independen-b working class par·l:;y, 

and is amenable to the influence of the Socialists. 

2. Such unions naturally developed a philosophy different from 

what prevailed amongst the existing labor organizations. They were 

of •· a type 11which binds i·bs members in a fraternity of ideals and 

is based on a sense,of solidarity in a tireless struggle toward a 
8 ':;, 

new system of socie·b~} They though·b of the inm10diate improvemenb 

of the working conditions only as11~eans tovmrd a larger end--the 

ul·timai;e economic errumcipation of the class. Such an approa:Oh was 

tlue largely to the following reasons: 

In the first place, ·bhe bulk of ·l;he early .American unions had 

a narrow attitude ·t:;fl'.oward their function in society because they 

developed at a time when many economic opportunities abounded in 

tf!e land. The skilled craftsmen ore~anized themselves merely to im-
9 

prove their bargaining power. When, l'towe"'lrer, the needle trades' 

unions ca.me into ex:tstence, few economic opportunities were avail-

able while, on the o·l:;her hand, there existed a great deal of' com-

petition for jobs which required little skHl. 'Ni th the further 

introduction of machinery in the shops, the element of speoializa-

tion was removed for· the most J)0:l't at ·the same time that the in. ) 

flux of irnmie~ration created a vast supply of labor. '.i'he unions 

~~---------------------.. 
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could not therefore hope to bring about lasting improvements unless 

the entire trade vms organized and significant social changes were 

me.de. 

In the second place, the nature of the clothing industry it-

self with its slack seasons and contracting evil caused the move-

men'!:; to 11bui1d its organize.:bional streng·bh upon e. class conscious-
10 (;,. 

ness looking ·bowards complete economic emancipat:i.on~~ Gonditions 

were so unstab~e that ·the only hope for improvement seemed to lie 
.J i:\. ... '(}ri\.,~ 

in che abol:i.shme£.:b of capitaUsm. It was only a c01mnon protest 

and hope for a better world that could tie all ·the workers of the 

trade tog;ether. Thus it came about that the 11necessi"bies of·b he 

realistic economic and industrial conditions J.e~d (the needle ·brades 
immediate 

workers) to develop a new type of union that regards/j.mprovements 
11 ·7 ~) 

as the means to the creation of a new order,, 

This :i.s t.;.- rather idealistic descrip-bion of the mental make-up 

of' the Russian-Jewish inm1igrants, as prc:>sented by Budish in his 

book, "The New Unionism in the Clothing Indus·l;r~~J A greater ac

quaintance with the general labor movement is required before one 

·~ can pass judgement on ·the va.lidifby of his s·batements.. Yet though 
9'. 

he calls aJctention to the activity of a 11 considerable nucleus of 

cultivated Socialist in1~ellectuals(~f1.) he is prone ·bo under-estime:be 

i.;heir inf'luence and to base his conclusions on an attitude that re-

sembles economic fatalism. Budish seems to imply tha·b the Socialist 

ideal was used in order to create the various unions among the Jew-

ish toilers. This is quite accurate, if we take into account the 

immigrant nature of' the workers, their pe·bty .... bourgeois inclinations 

and their contacts with the events of ·bhe Russian revolutionary move-

inen·I:;., It may therefore be true that the radical principles 11 served 
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,. . : more as a bond to hold ·bhe membership tpgether than as a. severe 

guide in ita J1elationship to the employers~V as Perlman ine.intains. 

Yet the activities oi' i;he various rad:i.cal elements, who alone ten-

ded the growing labor movement, were consciously directed toward 

influencing the East Side toilers "to organize for the ul ti:mate em.an-

cipation of the working class 11 and seriously hoped to achieve their 

aims., Were H:; not for their presence in the Hew York ghErbto, other 

roads might indeed have been selected by the Jewish 1Nage earners,. 
(,.r4~,·~1~,\'-o.~ 

They ·l:;herefore des111rvo far more credH:; than is usually acknowledged 

to them. 

Of course the Jewish labor movement was no·I:; unixi.que in certain 

of its features, for our country in i'bs early days 11witnessed the 

simuJ:baneous dEnrelopment of an English-speaking labor movement 

featuring pure and sjJnple unionism, and a Gorman-speaking labor 

movement sponsoring industrial and radical unionism, and indepen

dent, working class and Socialist polH;ical action~; As.-.has .... al.ready 

been,,·±1id.i0a·bed, the Jewish unions were indebted ·bo the German labor 

organizations for help and stimulus afforded them in their early 

days. This adds what might therefore be considered a fourth factor 

in the influences that helped to shape the Jewish unions., 

But whatever ·bhe cause may have been, this fact is certain: 
/ 

a militant spirH; was expressed in the preambJ.es of the various In-

ternationals, proving that their trwhole tendency is in the direction 

of training the worker for assuming control of' production and of' 

accepting;, the social and economic respons:i.bility which such con·brol 
13 I 

involve~ .A few .examples will bear this out. The cap makers, for 

instance~ wished to 11 00-operate with the national and universal labor 

movement for the final emancipation of the wage earner and for the 

establishment of the Cooperative Conunonwealth~'tJ The I.L.G.W.U. 

I
' ''1 1 i 

l 1 1': 
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declares its aim ·bo be to "organize industrially into a class-

conscious trade union ••• ·to bring about a system of socic:d;y wherein 

the workers shall receive the full value of the:i.r productf1tJ The 

u. G. w. recognized the Socialist newspapers as i"l:;s official organs 

and declared for agitation among the membership in favor of' parti-
14 "~) 

cipating in the political activit:i.es oi' the Socialists~ 

3. 11 In addition to supporting the progressive policies of' un

ionism, Socialism and cooperation, (the Jewish un:i.ons) have been 
15 lo 

the pioneers in launching and initiating many vital activities~ 

They thus introduced the method that is known as "consti tutionalism11 

in :i.ndus"l:;ry. 11 By means of it, the needle trades have been erecting 

upon the ordinary trade agreement a system of goverrunent ·l:;he:t has 

already replaced over wide areas of shop :r:!anagemen·t the former 
16 II 

arbi tre.ry power of the ownerfir.J The Protocol resembled the usual 
but ,, 

trade contract/with these e~aeptions1 (l) there was no· definite 

period for its operation, since it was terminable at will by eii::her 

side, ( 2) and provision was made for the con:tinuation of bodies of' 

conc:Uiation and arbi tra·tion as well as of supervision of sanitary 

conditions. 'l'he Jewish unions were thus "the firs·t to j_mprove on 

the old collective bargaining practices by~ntroducing machinery 

that functions continuously, giving; the workers an equal voice 
17 I ''i 

with the employer in the administration of' the working conditionsf~) 
In this was perhaps revealed the duaJ. character of the Jewish 

trade unionism for ·though i·t was not content with the wage syste:rp.,, 

it did not hesitate to make 11 supreme use of the highest practic€tl 

acquisi-t;ion of the A.F. of 1 •• --namely, the trade agreement., •• , re-

in·terpre·ting and applying the J.atte1· in a 

solidarity than the 'old unionism' of the 

adjustmen·t was brought about is difficult 

spirit of,a broader labor 
18 I'. 

Federatio:n'.~1l How this •. ,. J 

v 
to determine by one -.e 
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n, who has no intimate acquaintance with the intricate log:i.c of labor 

I 

problems. Fop it is indeed difficult to explain Vladeok 1 s state-· 

ment, for insta:ho_e, that the Jewlsh workers were ahead of the rest 

of the labor moveme'n'.l; in their political views and aspirations but 

·that economically ·bhe/~ve been very 11practical in their devotion 

to the best interests of the industry and have s·triven for the im-
19 y'· 

mediate improvement of work-wage. ~-~ndi tions{1l/ Unless of course, 

as the cri'bics 11on the left 11 maintain, the leadership at the helm 

of the unions was more practical-m:i.ndod ·th.an the insurgent rank· 

and file. 

4.. The abolition of svrea·b shop condi·bions was in part due to 

the efforts of the workers themselves. Though they were often ac-

cused of being responsible for their existence, ·bhe fact remains 
20 

that the induf;try itself' was the source of this evil. Since the 

middle of the SOs, con-binuous agitation was conducted to introduce 

anti-sweating laws j,n the various states. Ye·b though success often 

a·btended ·bhese efforts for legislative reform and laws were placed 

on the books, it was in reality the appearance of the Joint Boe.rd 

of' Sanitary Control as pro·vided by the Protocol of 1910 that marked 

the greates·b advance :tn i.~his field of activity., It was th:i.s at·bempt 

at self-regulation on the part of ·bhe unions, ·bhe employers and the 

interested public servan-bs that produced the best results, without 

inciting any ill will or resorting to police power. The Board a·b 

once began to expand and grow until by 1913 it became an important 

factor in promotine; ·bhe semi ta:ry reformation of' ·l:;he New York cloak 
21 

and dress trade. 

Some a·l:;tention was also paid by the I.L. G. W .. u. to ·bhe heal.th 

of the workers after 1913., Until ·then, little had been done in this 

respect, because of the growth of fraternal orders, such as the 

j I ! 
/ '· 
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Arbeiter J;{ing, and because in.ariy though\:this was 11outside the pro-

vince of and inconsistent wi·l;h the mil:i·ba.nt funC'l:;ion of' a labor 

union11;~, In 1913, however~ a medical division of the Joi:trb Board 
:., / 

was created which subsequently lead to~ he es·bablisbrnent of the Union 

Heal th Centre, the only insti i;ution of its kind in ·bhe Arnerican la-
22 

bar movement at the ·bime. 

5. The unions have also shown how immigrants can be success:ful-
23 

ly organized on the basis of broad minded unionism. For the needle 

;Grades labor organiza:bions are 11rea'lly a composite of a number of 
24 

southern and easte1'.r-'European racestt,;~ al though +.he Jews have predo-

minated in leadership and membership.. Whereas ·bhe conservative? 

officers of the U.G.W. laid their organizational failures to the 
25 ! ':/ 

11racial clannishness and radicalism of' the ~fews and Italiafis~l).J' these 
\, 

foreign-born workers have shovm how the friction bet>.veen races and 

natj.onali ties~ often encouraged by the employ(3rs, can be overcome 

through the spirit of class solidarity and ·l:;he conunon strugg~le f'or 

a be·bter lii'e. .· tu·w:Lo.h.in hii3 able discussion of the question of 

labor organiza:bi n among in1llligrants, to vrhich reference has already 

pean inunigran-bs to -nter labor disputes involving a loss of time 11 

or their 11ready acce ta.nee of' low wages and existing working con-
26 

di·bions~l:J His figure~ tha:t have already been quoted elsevrhere 

indicate that the clo·b~.ing industry workers were organized well 
' \ 

above the average for th~ country rui.d possessed the capaci t;y for 
\ . 

concerted strike action, \hat they did not underbid the older im-

\ 
migran-b races and that con~i tions in the industry were improved 

\. 
subst.~_ntially with their entrance into .the 9hops. 

6., They have also shovvn ou·bstanding success in the org;an:i.za-

/ ·bion of women~ 11 a success unusual in American ·brade union ex.per .. 
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ience 11 ., In this respect,, they were without doubt pioneers in the 

American labor movemenJc. For, as Judge Panken vr.rH;es, up to 1900, 

vvhen the firs·!; organization of waist makers was formed with the 

help of the U.H.T., there was 11not a single labor organization in 
28 

·l:;he u.s. composed of women workers--·no·b one~} Yet by 1923, the 

s·ba:bement oould be made th..9.t the needle trades Hoover the indus·b:ry 

employing women which has accomplished most during the past t;went;>r 
29 (C< . 

yearsft; Thus out of the 100 ,000 members in the 90 locals oft he 

I.L. G. W. u., about 50% were women. \r·b is in this branch of the clo-

thing indu~rbry ·!:;hat they have "made inunense advances in wages, hours 

and sanitary conditio:t}§,, all of which advru1.tages .they have [sained 
/ 

hand in hand with t:h~\,"l'Q~11.\iY:J The women -~f.locals 22 and 25 of the 

Waist and Dress rifakei·s' Unfon, disp~.ayod great courage and pioneering 

zeal in ·bhe famous strike of· i9o9, wl1ich se·b new forces in motion 

among ·bhe sweat sh,op toilers.. This becomes all the more s:tgnifi-

cant when we take into account the fa.ct tha;b in 1910 there were 
··'" 

about 242i086 women working in the garmenb trades of the ent:i.re 
30 .· 

country.' (Thi·siof course includes the markets outside of New York 
'. t r.r.J 

Ci"by as vl1'en~lJ Thi.Hf' not only have the women formed ·l:;he backbone 
to 

of the labor forces but have also given impetus/and provided in-

spiration for the unions and proveiY·bhemselves to be faithful and 

staunch allies in the endless struggle for a better li f'e. 

7., 'l'he needle trades unions were ]:.:iJfewi·se the -11ve~:y: first to 
31 

appreciate the significance of workers' eduos:bion~& From the ear-

liest days of unionism in the clo·bhing industry, a close bond ex-

isted between the purely economic and distinc·bly educational effor·l:;s 

of' the labor organizations. Perhaps since ·!;he workers were scat-

tered in trades of an inferior industrial structure and could draw 

organizational streng·bh only from ·l:;he ties of conscious working 

I 
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class solida.r:t-l:;y and the promise of full emancipation, the leaders 

found i·b necessary to combine educational work wHh organizational 
32 

efforts. Furthermore, a__~ __ f.l_~~~-···l'.J:,]:..re~.~.J;i~J;in. ... sll.own, the radical in-

tellectuals made continuous efforts to reach the working me.sses. 

Thus, some of the early cloak makers• unions grew out of educational 
33 

tubs or were connected with societies .for educational purposes. 
) \ 

the 80s, likewise, the ephemeral ·brade unions were rather more 
.,,., .. -··•·"". 

like debating clubs ·bhan real trade o:uganizations. At ;bhe meeti:oe; s, 

general principles and aspirations were often discussed along with 
34 

daily questions of hours and wages. Perhaps it was ·bhe failure to 

o b·bain improvements ir1 'blie shop conditions that in tens i.fie d the hope 

for ·the genera~ recons·truction of society and perhaps it vras en

tj.rely d1Je <t;o the fact that the early organizational efforts were 
,,,· 35 

./ .... 
la;rg-ely directed by a small number of revolutionaries. In either 

"'-~·-·1 ~:~':·:1·lh~ immigrants were schooled ln ma·tters not usually considered 

/ to be within the province of unions and were thus bet·ber prepared 

to cope with social-economic problems. 

Between 1890 and 1900, educational clubs oontirmed ·bo be formed 

by the cloak makers. The~~ a:btempts were, however, sporadic and 

"und-i-£.fex:~ntiated.in pu.TposJIV~ No line was drawn between education_, 
l 36 

propaganda, politics and revolutionary agitation. The debates bet ... 

ween the Socialists and the Anarchists at the union meetings and 

sessions of the u.n. '.e. no longer took place during this decade as 

the latJ0er lost out in influence and prestige. Instead, various 

societies for self-education were formed. Thus a Workers' School 

ca:~ne into being in 1899 and a Jew:i.sh Workers 1 League was established 
37 

in 1901 to study industr:i.al problems, economics, e·bc. 

Even during the first decade of the 20th oen·bury, during the 

period of rapid trade union progress, ill'berest in social and economic 
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problems was maintained and the unions continued ·t:;o organize lee-

tures, musicales, etc,., while the educational activH;ies of the 

Arbeiter Ring also grew in number. '.!.'hough the I.L.G.w.u. was too 

weak to meet ·the growing educational demands of the membership, 

resolutions were passed urging ··bhe locals to arrange lectures and 
38 

to issue leaflets from time ·bo ·bime. Such great strides had lJeen 

taken in this direction by the end of the decade that the desire 

for purely ae;itational work had diminished. The labor movement 

had by now come into i"!;s ovm. The growth of the New York locals 

of the I.L.G.-w. u. in 1912-13 and ·bhe consequent demand for more 

a<.rbive workers, as well as ·bhe urgency of educating the wage earners 

in the principles of ·bhe Protocol created new problems. Tho In-

ternationa.l therefore passed a resolution in 1914, expressing the 

need to "dwell par·bicularly upon tho more solid and preparatory 

work of education and no·t ·l:;o devote much time to the mere superfi-

cial forms of agitation and propaganda which have been the main 
~19 I/ 

fea·bures o:f our educt1:biona.l work in the past 11 ~ This laid the foun-

dation for the future odudational work undertaken by the r.1.a.w.u. 1 

as a result of which it became the f'irs·b organization in the cloth-

ing industry to embark upon such an ac·bivity. 11As far as is k.novm, 

this union was the pioneer in education in ·l;he labor movemen·l; of 
40 r: 

Ame:r.ica~P, '1 

The role of' the Yiddish labor press in helping to organize the 

Jewish working masses must also not be forgotten, as was already 
41 

indicated in the fourth chapter. Great service was likewise ren ... 

dered by the U.H.T., which in a way might be considered as the g;od-
42 

father of all ·bhe Jewish unions in the country. No finer tribute 

can be paid this central body than ·bl:J.a·l; con-bained in ·l;he congrat

ulatory letter sent by Walter Citrine on the occasion of its 50th 
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anniversary: "During my visits ·bo the United S·bates I had ample evi-

dance, confirmed by rey reading of American Trade Union history, of 

the significant work which the U.H.T. has coomplished among the im-

migrant workers. It has exercised an impor·bant function in streng'th-

ening '.i'rade Union loyalty among Jchem and uni ting them with the gon-

eral organization of ·bhe American Workers in the American l"ederation 

of Labor. Itd task has not been easy. Its success in helping the 

immigrant workers to assimilate the principles and tradtions they 

have carried from ·bhe Old World to the New, to adjust themselv-es 

to the conditfons of Amerfoan life, and to clevelop organic relations 

with the Trade Un:i.ons of America :i.s the best possible testimony to 

the wisdom and farsightedness of those 1ffho founded the U.H.1'. fifty 
43 

years ago, and ·bo those who have guided Hs activi·bies ever since. 11 

In closing, it should be noted tha:b the garment trade workers 

may have also 11helped to social:i.ze America. J!,or H; was their spec-

tacular struggle for a living we.go and for constitutionalism in 

industry that from time to time stirred up deep sentiments of sym-

pathy in JGhe community at large and aroused a 'social consciousness' 
44 

where there were social indifference and misunderstanding before,. 11 

All in all, the Russian-Jewish immigrants my take the:i.r well-

deserved place in the vang,'llard of the American labor movemen-b for 

i;heir pioneerine; achievements and the lasting na·biona1 unions they 

:managed to esbablish on firm founde:bions. This is ·bhe monument 

which the exploi·bed industria1 nslaves 11 reared during their long 

sojourn in the modern Iligypt of' the sweat shop. 'l'he citizens of the 

present and the future have good cause ·bo listen to the story of 

their accomplishmen·bs and permanent contribut3.on to the fabric of 

American life. 
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