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PREFACE

Jewish community life in this country is surrounded by an halo
of ipgnorsnce of its past. For, with the possible exception of a
few textbooks dealimp in generalities, the field of AmericensJowlsh
hisbory has lain fallow and barren. Partiocularly is this lack of
adequate treatment of significant events end movements evident when
we approekh-the Russian-Jewish section of our population, This
group has not even had the benefit of the existing hisbtorical so=-
cioties and has been treated more or less in the manner of & step-
child by our savanbs.

Tt is with this thought in mind that the writer endeavored to
unearth some of the facts relevant to the contribubions of the
Russien-Jewish immigrants to the Americen labor movement from 1880
to 1914, This is without doubt e wast topic, having many remifi-
cations and requiring an acquaintence with various related fieldse
Tt is a pregnant topic, full of meaning for the Jowish and non-Jewish
populations of this country. It is a fascinating topic, as are
81l themes that tell of men's triumph over unfavorable ciréumstan—
cos., And lestly, it is one that can illumine meny aspects of Jewish
communal Jife in this country.

The difficulties to be encountered in hendling such a subject
are of course legion. Thelwriter was fully aware of them and con=
sequently made no attempt to overcome theme The limitations imposed
by the very nature of a Rabbinical thesis were kept in mind, with
tho result that the writer cannot lay claim to more than a mere
superficial treatment of this topice Ie is only "scratching the
surface" and merely preparing a prelude to a more thoroughgoing

gtudy that may some day be completed. This thesis consequentiy
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falls short in the following respects:

1e The sources used were 1argely secondary. Since our library
does not house any of the labor periodicals that alone can serve
as a ‘true guide to ‘the sarly development of trade unionism in the
New York Ghetto, this aspect of tho necessary research was left un-
donee Such a procedure would also have entailed work far beyound
thet which is usually regquired for & Rabbinicel thesis. The result
of course is that the writer cannot make any pretensions to origi-

nalitys This work is for the most part a mosaic of available hits

of information and no moreés

5, Tt should also be remembered that labor history is always
written with a bias. It is therefore practically impossiblé Lo
view the events of the past in an objective 1ighfe This;%rue all

the more when one has to consult bocks writben by the wvarious pro=-

tagonists of soclal change who look at historﬁFhrough the colored
glasses of their own ideological apparatuse. To stéer a clear road

» views and clashing interpretations was

72

in the midst of conflictin

not only & trying feat but a challenging task to one who himself

is in the process of acquiring a prejudice on the problems raiseds
%, The writer could not include a discussion of the German
1abor movement and its influence on the Jewish unions nor could

he devote any space to the jnter-relationship thet existed between

the local radical movement and the one that flourished in Londolle
L Ho was also unable o dwell at length oﬁ?he personalities involved,
: on the individuals who helpled shape the Jowish labor movemegt.
Minally, the discussion of the Jewish unions was limited to the

New York area for the most part, although other cities likewise

played a prominent role in thig field of aoctivity. The limitabionsy,
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of time, space and availeble sources were responsible for the above
deficiencies,

In the writer's opinion, this is the first study in ﬂnglish
thet discusses the Jewish labor movement from the various aspects
of its development. It is the only one that places so mach empha=
sis on the Russian background of the sweat shop toilers and the in-
y' : fluence exerted by the different types of radical intellectuals

f' , amongst the immigrents. This therefows is a ploneering attempt to
-

. view Jewish trade unionism as a whole, as & movement on which many
forces converged and which, in turn, found expression in many forms
of activity. Its shortcomings will consequently be considered as

the price onme had to pay for the experience gained in bringing bo

light one of the sorely neglected aspects of American-Jewish his=

torical researche
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CHAPTER ONE: ORIGINS
THE STORY OF THE BUND IN RUSSIA
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Introduction

“ohe movement of the Jewish workers in America is a result
not only of capitalist development in Americe but also of the
ebnormal economic and politicéesocial conditions under which the
Jews lived in ‘the European landt", writes the first biographer of
the Amgricaanewish 1ebor movemente We therefore cannot lose sight
of the country which served as the source of ‘the raw material out
of which this movement was fashioned and as the treining-ground
for a number of its outstanding pioneerse The Russian=Jewish pro-
letariat was the first to raise the bemmer of class differences and
economic cleavage within the Jewish communitys The Bund, as its ro-
presentative in due time/exercised a profound influence upon the
masses of our people in America as welle TIts ideology wes impore
ted to these shores with the increasing weves of immigrabion until
after o while the most active workers in the Arbeiter Ring and
trade union circles were those who had been schooled in the bate=
tles which the Bund waged for politiocal and economic emancipation
against the Czarist regimg.

Close contacts were always meinbained by the Jewish working
classes of both 1ands; Though no detailed study has as yet Been
mede of this inter-relationship, sufficient evidence is at hend
o corroborate this statemente In the 1890s, American radical
literature, smiggled across the border, was utilized by the pro=
pagandists to spread Social-Demoeratic teachings amongst the
Jewish workers of Russ?a. Delegates of the verious Russian revos

lutionary perties boured the United States in the early years of

the 20th cembury, while actual branches of the Bund were esbtablished

-
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in New York Citye During the year 1903 we also find the organie

zation, "Delegates of the Bund" mobive in raising funds for the
mother organizations Two American representatives likewise attenw
ded the seventh Congress of the Bund in 1902. Yot these were butb
mere incidents in the great process of interaction which was set
in motion when the stream of immigration bransported about two mil-
lion Jews to these shores during 1880=1914.

That the developments in their native land ocoupied the ine
terest and attention of the newly-arrived Jewish workers in Amore
ica, particularly in the early stages of their adjustment, can be
prove%fby the reactions that swept the New York City Ghetto dufing
the period of the first Russian Revolutioz. As they coped with the
evilé of the sweat-shop system, they naturally turned for inspira-
tion to the rising strengbh and revolutionery fervor of the Bund,
It is therefore essential for the purposes of this study to become

acquainbed with the fortunes of +the Russian-Jewish labor movemente
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SECTION OWE: THE GHETTO BEGETS A NEW OFFSPRING, 1870=07.

A new factor came imto play in Jewish life during the last
quarter of the 19th century. New concepts filtered into the cons
soiousness of a people for long eccustomed, in view of continuous
oppression, to regard itself as ap homogenuous entity. Eoonomic
forces not only gave rise to a new type of stratification within
o community confined to ome=tenth of the Russian Empire but parae-
doxically enough also oreated the means whereby the barriers bet
ween Jew and non-Jew were torn down, For the first time in Jew=
ish hisbtory, a labor movement developed among our people, which,
though Pifty years younger than its Russian protoﬁypg, yet menaged
Lo conbtribute an equal share to the struggle for the emancipation
of the toilers. Two causes were directly responsible for this
unique development: the growbh of capitelism in Russia and the pem
ouliar position which the Jewlish workers ocoupied within the new

industrial orders

The Machine Penetrates the Pale

The rise of the Jewish proletariat in the second half of the
last century can be predicated only upon the emefgence of Russia
as a capitalist state after 1860, when The Industrial Revolution
and the freedom of the serfs burst asunder the fetters of the feu-
dalist systems The Jews were now for the most part required to
seok a new economic bases They were no longer indispensable to
the landlords whose esbates to some extent were broken upe A
larpge=scale immigration consequently followed from the villages to
‘the large cities, whore the handiwork establishments became the

9
concontration point of the Jewish laborerss Kiev and Moscow each

)
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boasted of a population of fifby thousand Jewss This was a new

development in communal life, for the Jewish lower economic sbraba

of the forties consisted largely of unquelified and unskilled wors
kers, who formed one fourth of the Jewish populatione The latter,
however, did not ocoupy any strategic position in the economic

11
structure and hence did not form a cohesive or iInfluential groupe

Side by side with this embryonic growbth of a Jewish working class,
there now also developed a bourgeois class, consisting of merchant,
industrial and'banking elements, who received special grants of

12
privilege from the Czarist government,

Yot the development of capitalism did not free the Jews from
the.eoonnmic ghetto to which théy had been restricted in the pasbe
Fully nine-~tenths of the countfy was still closed. They were also
drive;.out of the villages and limited to petty-bourgeois occupa=-
tionﬁf Even when the emergence of the machine age provided hﬂW'op=
portunities of employmemt for the emancipated serfs, the Jewish
proletariat did not benefit much from thelindustrialization of the
countrye Few Jows were employed in the large-scale mechanized fac-
toriese Their economic conditions were also much worse off than
those of the Russian worke%i. "Pauperism--povebpy, need and hune
gor in the fullest sense of the word; the sweat system, sunken
breasts, parched eyes, weak, pale faces and sick, diéeased Tungs e
this is the picture of the Jewish street, these are the conditions
under which the Jewish proletariat fought for social reforms, for

15
the fubure ideal.”




The Economic Pale of Settlement

The slogen chanted by the Polish workers: "Let the Jewish em~
ployee go to the handicraft shop; the factory belongs to the Poles"
indeod became a reality in various parts of the countis; This oXw
plains the secondary role which the Jewish proletariat played in
the indusbrial systeme As Jacob Leshchinski revealed in his very
‘horough analysiz, the Jewish workers were limited to the sweate
shops of the Paie. They could not penetrate into the more-developed
industries., They wore restricted to the small factories, to those
which used mechanized power in a limited degree. Thus, though the
Jews formed forty percent of the city populetion in the Pale, only
14 percent were employed in the large factoriess

Even Jewishuowned‘establishmﬂnts preferred non-Jews. The moré
that Jewish capital was invested in industrial rather than in man-
ufacturing branches of production, the less did it engage Jewish
he%g. This helped to determine the petty-bourgeois nature of the
Jewish proletariats "The Jewish factory is in a soclal=bechnical
sense, lower; in an hygienic, more harmful; and in an economie way,
woaker then the non-Jewish one..»It uses more of handwork and con-
tains a smaller amount of workersi#.Tﬁe result is self-evidents
pauperization and the sweat shope It is also interesting to mnote
‘the large number of women and children that were employed. These
composed about 17 percent of the tobal Jewilsh working populatione
(In the days before the 1905 Revolution, this gave rise to the
creation of a "Childrent's Bund", which eonsisted of local autonomous
groups formed by apprentices and students beltween the ages of

10=164)
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Enter the Class Struggle

T4 was out of the raw material of the struggling, toiling
masses that the revolutionaries carved the Jewish labor movemente
The Socislist tendencies among the intelligentzia were the leaven
that caused the ferment within the ranks of the Jewish proletariate
In fact, 3t wes the initiative and perspeotive of the radical ele=-
ments that directed the otherwise blind upsurge along orgenizational
and political ohanneig. The +two movements of Socialism and trade=
unionism were thus intertwined in the Russian scenc.

. An open class-struggle hed never before been found within the

Jowish community, since no sharp differentiation of economic groups

' ogisteds Yot on various occasions the masse® did rise in arms

against the Kahal's authority, though these primitive rebellions
ofton took the form of religious conbroversies. Several times they
even oxpressed themselves in violent eruptions, as when loan sharks
were'beaﬁen and the homes of the wealthy were ransackgé. Thus
plenty of social dynemite was stored up within the lower sections
of the Kehillah, under the pressure of the heavy tax burdens and
other restrictioii. With the impetus given by the industrializae
tion of the counmtry, economic conflicts began to disrupt the other-
wise=seeming harmony of the Jewish community, and independent wore
king class orgenizations came forth to challenge the ruling olie
garchye There followed the strike movements of the seventies,
eighties end nineties, the creation of the Cassas end the various
types of Hevros or guilds,‘the development of a feeling of solide=
‘rity and unity emong the Jewish workerse-all of which, abetted as
it was by the streams of revolubionary and Marxist theory in the

country at large, gave birth at last to a new proletarian spokes=
23 .

mans the Bunde
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Barly atbtempts at economic self-defense date back to 1841,
when the Minsk tbailors sought to organize their own Hevro. This
wes a new departure, for until then, both master and employee rew=
mained int he same guiig. It was, however, foiled by the Kamhale
The very first trade union on record was not established until
1864 by a group of women tailors atb Mbhilggo At this time we find
Jewish workers mostly engaged in tobacco, textiles, matches and lea-
ther menufactures It was the wage-earners in these industries who
participated in the sbrike movements of the seventies, the first
of'wﬁich ooccurred in a Vilno tobacco factory in November, 18?%.

The strikes of this decade were, however, not due to the influeonce
of the Socialists but more probably to that of foreign and German
workers, particularly in the textile regions of Lodz and Bialystok,
where the Jewish weaving industry was concentrated. These were no
longer accidental episodes but already marked the beginning of
organized workers!? strugglzg.

In the eighties the active influence of the Socialist propa-
gandists became perceptible among the Jewish proletafiatg The ra=
dical intelligentzia now took over the initiative in the labor move-
marte The strike in Bialystok in 1882 revealed a most unusual sene
timent of solidarity among all the workers of the eity. In 1886=7
a series of small economic battles appeared in Minske In 1885, the
women leather-workers of Vilno again became the pioneers of social
struggle through their heroic efforts to organize an "artel%
Thus, despite the depression in the country, the govermmental re=-
action and the rolease of anti-Semitic pogroms in the Pale of Set-
tlement, there was evident a greater effort for organized economic

warfare emong the Jewlsh workers than had been apparent in the pre-
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vious decade. The Socialist forces also now begen to appreciate
the strength of the Jewish masses and to recognize thelr function
as a strong revolutionary forﬁg.

The activities of the nineties until the for@ation of the Bund
has been characterized as "Bocialist trade unioniszﬂ, for at thatb
time the Jewish labor movement received a definite class character
and prepared itself for a dynamic revolutionary role in the Jewish
cammunity.v This wes an optimistie and productive decade. Twice
as many factory workers were now to be found with%g the Pale; a
congiderable drop in emigration was also noticeables The induse
trial revivel throughout the country lead to a demand for labor,
which in turn increased the confidence of the employcese We there=
fore find strike movements in Vilno, Minsk, Warsaw and Homel during
189255. This struggle for economiec bettermcﬁt was based on a law
from the times of Catherine II, which stipulated a twelve=hour daye
It attracted diverse elements, since simple and elementary demands
were put forths At first it was carried on with the knowledge of
the government and the police, but after 1895 restrictions were im=
posed, for the regime grew alarmed at its dangerous pOSSibilitiggg

The cassas, which were secret trade organizetions for mutual
aid and assistence during unemployment, sickness and later on in
st??kes, became an imporbent factor since their establishment in
1833. These helped to build e broad mass besis for Socialist pro-
pagenda, as welfagg served as the recruiting ground for the radical
circleé, By the end of 1895, we find 27 organized trades wi th 850
workers in Vilno. In Minsk, 15 cassas with a total membership of

800 were acltivee During the same year, the first trade union to

be established on a regional scale, that of the brushmakers, ceme
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into existence, The leaders of the revolubtionary groups at last
took account of these economic batltles and affirmed the possibility
of organizing the Jewish handicraft workers and of utilizing them

. 35
for service in behalf of the Russian Revolutione

The Revolutionist Finds an Entree

“This wes an important discovery, for the Jewish radical intel-
ligéntzia was at first alienated from its own people and adneentra-
tedlits activities among lthe general revolutionary groups. The
circles that were established in Vilno, Minsk, Odessa and Grodna
iﬁ‘the seventies for educational purposes and mutual aid were large-
ly under ‘the inflﬁence'of Narodism, which preached the awakening
of the peasanig. Because of this and also because no strong Jewlsh
proleteriat had sufficiently developed, the propagandists were in-
terested only in upliftihg the Russian masses, Yet already even
at this timeblone voices were heard bespeaking the necessity of
leading the Jewish slements into the Socialist movement. In Janu-
ary, 1876, a proclamation was issued under the title of "The
Statutes of the Socialist-Revolutionary Society" to this effezz¢
The activities of Aaron Liebermen, the foun@ing of the HatEmes,
the ostablishment of the Hebrew Socialist Union in London in 1876
and the appearsnce of the "Asefas Chachomim" give evidence of the
effort on the part of some early Meskilim To spread Socialism in
berggg

It wasn't until the eighties, however, that the sprouting of
the first Jewish Marxist circles took place in Vilno, Minsk and
Warsaw, These groups had a conspirational character and were far

removed from the daily needs of the massese They were primarily

concerned with developing individual workers for activity in the
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Russian revolutionary movement. This tended to bring into being
somewhat of a labor aristoeracy, holding itself aloof from the Jew-
ish proletariats Some of these even began to look down upon the
ignorant toilers and sought to escepe to a new life in Ameriig.
Although the oircles spread to many other cities, the most active
ones_wefe to be found in Vilne and Minsk, The former city, which
wes already established as an intellectual center, can be consiw
dered to be the cradle of the Jewish labor movemeﬁ%. In Minsk a
new crop of revolutionaries developed which remeined in the labor
movement during its most decisive years and formed a very active
contingente Once again the need of reaching the Jewish masses was
dfamgtieally presseds In 1880, for instance, a Geneva group of
Jowish Socialists, exiled for political crimes, issued a call and
attempted to collect money for the purpose of disseminating Sooi-
alist propaganda in Yiddiii,

It was, however, the desire for economic betlerment in the
form of the strikes of the nineties that helped to unite the Jews
ish masses and opemed up new perspectives of endeavor, Within the
space of a few yoars from 1888=93, the broad masses beceme involved
in the revolutionary maelstrom, Yiddish replaced Russiom as the
language of communication, the nmumber of educational cenbers ine
creased, and the groundwork was prepared for the denouement: the
establishment of the Bﬁid. This may be considered to be the cenw
tral period of the Jewish labor movement, in which its mass basis
was established and Marxist ideology was fused with Social=Democra-
tie praotiig. Finally by 1897 it had gathered sufficient organiza=

tional experience and treining in comspirational methods to become

8 Jewish-Socialist movement, with a polibicel-national charactere




This was not completed without a sharp inbernal dquarrel, for
the broadening of the movement and the awakening of the Jewish pro-
letariat as expressed in The economie struggles necessitated the
transition from propganda within narrow intellectual centers to
agitation on a large mass sigle. There were those who held to a
secbarian view that the masses should be enlightened through the
slow process of developing chosen individuals, The agitation which
would have to be conducted on a superficial level, they contended,
would keep the workers at & low intellectual statﬁi. Tor the Soci-
elist circles had unbil then been the "exclusive sanctuaries for
the radical intelligentiza"q As such, they had served a valuable
purpose but in turn had created a gap between the vanguard and the
toiling ma.sses, The immediate economic demands were, however, of
primafy importance now and there was need of agitation on the basis
of the'daily needs of the workers. Close ties had to be established
between the circles and the messes. Tt was the final recognition
of these facts that pleced the proletariat in the Pale on the
right track of development and brought about the appearance of the

48
Bund.g
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SECTION TWQ: THE BUND COMES OF AGE, 1897-1904

The idea of an independen®t Jewish labor movement slowly began
to take roote The first May Day was celebrated in Vilno in 1892,
where the famous "four speeches" were delivered by Jewish workinge
men who expressed opposition ‘bo the sbatus qﬁi. By 1896 similar
demonstrations took place everywhere, All this was c¢limaxed by an
address of Martov, who laber became the theoretician_of the Menshe=
viks, on the need for an independent Jewish workingjéz;gy to fight
for economice, civil amnd political emanoipatigg. The 1895 Nay Day
celeﬁration in Vilno was also marked by the carrying of red flags
with Yiddish inscriptions. This is significent in fiew of the fact
that the use of Yiddish for propagenda in order to reach the masses,
97 percent of whom claimed it as thoir mother tongue in 12%7, was
now fﬁlly recognizeds Yot no local Yiddish=-Socialist literatbure
was available and it had to be imporbed from lew York and Longgn.
To supply this need, ?Zargon Committees" were also formed, which
were active until 1883. In 1896, the “Arbeiter Stume" was printed
illegally, without even the permission of the labor leaders, by
& worlker who devised his own press. It later, however, became the
central organ of the Buig.

The economic battles of the nineties, the growth of some or-
ganizational machinery, the development of a literature, the exise
tence of circles as the intellectual centers of a mass movement
and the cassas as the nuclei among the scatbered smail trades=-all
‘these factors pointed the way towards the possibilities of cenbra-
lizatigg. The need for unity was especially felt by the wvarious

circles, Trom 1895 on, the Jewlish Social«Democratic groups of

Vilno, Minsk, Bialystok, and Warsaw kept in close touch with each
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others As a result, a conference was held in 1897, abtended by
eleven to fifteen delegates (reports vary), which laid thercorners
stons for the foundabion of the "General Jewish Workers' Bumd"s
This step was enthusiastically greeted. In fact it came at a very
opportune moment, for the Russien Social-Democratic Party was then
in the process of formetion, and the Jewish labor leaders wanted
to come there as representatives of an organized bog;. Thus at the

first meeting of the R.S.D.Ps in 1898, fully a third of the delegates,

three in number, spoke in the name of the Bunda

The Fconomic Struggle Gains Impetus

The Bund, based on the illegal economlc cassas and lead by a
soclal-democratic bloc at the btop, developed inbo a strongly-orgas=
nized, well-knit mssociation. Its exemplary compactness was due
essentially to its basis in the cassas, which not only served eas
organs‘for economic betterment but also as conters for developing
01a33moonsciousigss. These were deeply rooted in the masses, con-
duebed illegal libraries, held lecbures, celebrated workers! holim
days, etecs Through them, the workers were also coached to engage
in the political struggles, for under conditions of the Russian re-
gime, participation in strikes had a political character. We have
the following date on strikes during 1897=1900e¢ A total of 312
were declared, in which 27 thousand workers participatede 'These
were mos#ly fought for hours and wages and lasted an average of 18
to 21 dagg. At the head of the movement, on the other hand, stood
the socialedemocratic committees, who organized lectures in the
circles, issued leaflets and proclamations, arranged mass meetings

and demonstrations, and published central orgenss
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From 1901 on, the ranks were wvery much broadened out in the
small towns and new regions were opened ups We also find a sbrenge
thening of the political struggle and & quick growth in literary
activitye, Perhaps the sharp psce of capitalist development in the
country was in some way responsible for th?é. Yot thougﬁ the Jew=
ish workers were more advanced than their Russian counterparts, they
had to wait for the awakening of the peasantry and the industrial
proletariat before embarking upon a large-scale political battlee
At this time the Jewish labor movement also spread through

Lithuania and Polends It grew in stature and endeavored to lead
all the oppressed sections of Jewry end bo revolutionize all the
oppositional elements within the Jewish commungﬁyo In short, bo
fight against absolubism in its own inbterests. Thus, the Kishinev
pogrome evoked in 1903 about 172 strikes and 30 demonstrﬂtgzns, in
gddition to tears and wailing on the part of the Jewlish middle=
class elementse The membership of the Bund consisted of aboub thirty
thousand strong, who formed a solid phalanx against the infiltra=
tion of Zionist ideas into their ranks. In the report to ‘the Ine
tornational Socialist Congress at Amsterdem, the report submitted
by the Bund referred, for instance, to the deleberious influence
of Zionist netionalism on the Jewish working clagf.

| Until the events of 1905, the Bund formed the strongest Sociale
Democratic party in the countrys It was already established when
the Russian proletariat waes still seeking 02§?nizational:§03mso
It thus became the model for the other groupse It had a sfrong
party apparatus and diseipline, while retaining a certain aloofe
ness from the R;S.D.P., adopting what has been termed by omne of
its critics, " a separatist-nationalist outlogﬁ". Being largely

petty-bourgeois in composition, based as it was on handwork labor




=15

primarily, it vacillated between the various streems of Marxist
thought, ocoupying & cenbral position between Menshevism and Bols
shevisme It was very active in the pre-revolutionary period and
was soon caught up in the rising tide of insurrectione It also arw
ganized self-defense corps during the pogroms which the government
sponsored to "drown the revolution in Jewish blood"s It was even
active in propagandizing theGarmy, particularly among Jews who were

suffering from discriminationse

"Lepalism" and "Terrorism" Threaten the Bund

During the first stage of the Bund's growth, two tendencies
made a momentery appearance, which, after they had been overcome,
left the movement more strengthened and solidifieds The first was
the effort to win the Jewish laboring classes to an accepbance of
the polioy of Economism in the perverted form which Zubatov, the
Moscow head of the secret political police, presented, The second
was the abortive abtempt et adopbing an imitation of terrorist po=
licye

At the end of the nineties, the police authorities sought to
influence the Jewlsh labor movement to renounce political activitye
This tock the form of repressive acts as well as a more subtle tech-
nique of planting within the proletariat the germ of "legalization"s
In 1898, 70 Bundist leaders were arresteds, During their stay in
prison, Zubatov, who had declared at one time: "Be kind to the Jews;
they will then do everything for ygg", impressed some of ‘them with
the possibilities of the evolutionary development of trade unionism,
under the segls of the govermment. The full significance of this
can be appreciated if we bear in mind that union activity was roe=

garded as illegal all this timee The capitulation of certain ole=
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ments to Zubatovism opened a neW chapter in Jewish labor historye
In 1901, the Joewish Independent Workers?! Party was organized in
Minske It atbacked the Bund for using the economic organizations
solely as a means of revolubionzing the masses and maintained that
workers could belong to amy political group they desiSZd. It lead
gtrikes, which at times were successful, because of previous favor=
able contacts with the employers. According to documents now availe
able, & number of ils members also kept in close touch with the
police, submitting reports which subsequently revealed their sube
gervient loyalty to the Czarist autocracye. Under the guise of make-
ing the labor movement legal and non-political, they actually sought
to sell out the interests of the workezg. Yet the Bund could inot
be orushede It survived this orgeal as woll, for it was too deepe
ly rooted in the Jewish proletariét.

-As a result of an inbernal crisis which was precipitated by -
the feeling of helplessness that swept thiw ugh meny sections of
the movement, terrorist sentiments came to expression in 1902

The police had heen more brutal than usual; street demonstrations

wore beaten back; the underground atmosphere in which the Bund oper=

ated likewise comtribubed towards the woakening of faith in ‘the
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mass form of struggle against oppressions Thus, when on May 1,

1902, in Vilno, a number of workers were arrested for participation
in a demomstration and whipped, Hersch Leckert retaliated by shoote
ing at the governorwgenerzg. He was %ﬁﬁé. This caused a desp coms
motion within the ranks of the Jewish workers, who hailed his deed
as an act of grealt revolutionary significances, Fven before the
event, a prociamation by the Bund practically bestowed its blessing

upon the desire for revenge. 'Consequently, the fifth Conference

of the Bund in 1902 passed a resolution to the effectt hat "organized
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revenge" might be used in answer to the police brutalities, though
thiévdid not imply approval of terrorist acts. "The honor of a
revolutionary party demands vengeance for the degradation of its
members’, it declaregg

All of this formed part of the crisis through which the Bund
was passing in 1901l-3s It was isolated from the industrial prole-
tariat of the ocountry and brooded over its defenselessness against
repression., It was going through a transitional stage in the course
of its maturing into a full~-fledged political=revolutionary forces
Its‘previous agitation had touched directly on the workers’ needs
and produced concrete economic gains, The masses, however, could
not keep pace with its progress in the political arezgo AL the
same' time it was seeking to adept itself to the Russian revolubions
ary mbvemﬁnt, carrying on & polemic with Lenin‘'s newspsaper, the
Yiskra"s It is importent to understend the basic issues of this
controversy, for not only did its echoes resound in New York Giﬁy,

it also influenced to a certain exbent the attitudes of the Jewish

labor movement as it came into being in other parts of the worlde

The National Question

When the Bund joined the R.S5.D.Pe in 1898, it was allowed to
function as an autonomous group, having an independent status on
questions relating to the Jewish workers. TUntil 1903, whent he
party was not active as a unit, the Bund followed its own course
of development and slowly evolved a position on the nabional quo s
tions At first its leaders naively believed that their movement
was merely & momentary phenomenon, thet the fall of Czarism was ime
minent and that Jewish rightlessness would soon be removeds Bub

with time, these hopes failed to materialize, At the third Bund




Conference in 1899, the question was therefore raised of replacing

the demand for citizenship equality with that of national equalitys

This, however, was rejeclted on the grounds that such a request would

distract "the attention of the proletariat from its class interests
77

in favor of national interests"e

Yet the following year saw a reversal in attitudes A resolue

‘tion was accepted in favor of mational-cultural autonomy. Special
extra=-territorial national institutions were suggested to provide
for the cultural needs of the various peoples within the Russian
Empires The ReS.DsPs was also to be built along federated lines,\
according to the nationalities%swho would have their representas

tives in the central party orgense For, the Bund contended, the

defense of special Jewish interests could only be guaranteed by a

- specifically Jewish organization, since the general and larger tesks

monopolized the interest of the parbtye. This desire to be "the sole
representétive of the Jewish workers" waes condemued as the "natbional
demarcation of workers" and bitterly atlacked by Lenin. Absolute
unity was needed in the struggle against Czarismy he maintaineds

As a result of this difference of opinion, the Bund left the R.S;D.P.
in 1903, This outcome evoked & storm of discussion in Jewish labor
circles everywhere, for it came as a sudden shock to all Socialiste

.79
minded peoplee
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SECTION THREE: IN THE MAELSTROM OF THE 1905 REVOLUTION

The outbreak of the Russo=Japanese Wer, the mobilization of

the workers in defense of the oppressive Czarist regime, the eco=

nomie crisis and the unemployment that resulbed-~all of thse pro= [

vided the background ageinst which the Russian working class began
80 . .
to wage en intensive political campaigne The Jewish wage=sarners

were also drawn inbo the struggle against the autocratic governe
81
ment and contributed their share to the revelutionary years, "In

‘the Western governments and in the Kingdom of Poland, the Jews
played a conspicuous role in the revolubionary movement, counting
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as they did e large number of organized workers"s This is the cone

cession}wrung from the liberal=bourgeois historian Dubnow who, hows
ever, makes litltle mention of the economiec, political and sgitational

struggle waged by the Jewish labor movement in its own righte

The Masses Take to the Barricades

The bloody January 9 events, hailed by the Bund as the begine
83
ning of the Russian Revolution, found an echo among the Jewish mage

sese 'Lelt all streets bocome a battlefield" was the slogan hurled

forth in a proclamation of 113,000 copies issued by the cert ral com-

mittee, Protest meetings were held along with strikes, Though po=
lice terror and brutality were used to crush this upsurge, demands

for the establishment of o democratic republic, a constitutional

asgembly, the end of war and militarism, the 8 hour day, etcs were
B4 , .
mades Indeed the Jewish proletariens paid a heavy price for their

revolutionary ardor, much more than did those bourpgeois represens

tatives who piaced before the govermment petitions asking for a

gradual amelioration of their lote Though the police threatened

with pogroms if demonstrations were held, the latber did bake place
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in about 70 placess The height of the Jewish revolutionary wave

was resched with the events in Lodz, Warsaw and Odessa, where bare
ricades were erected and police terror was resisbeds

Duriﬁg the terrible massacre at Bialystok and the wvarious ate
‘tempts to breek up the meeting places of the workers, the Jewlsh
w@ge-earners showed unsuel heroism as well as the willingness to
die ih the struggle against Czarist tyrag;y. The police repression
mey have weakened but could not destroy the Jewish labor movemente
These events revealed the solidaiity and the potential revolution-
ary power of the Jewish maszgs, They elso helped to disseminate
social~democratic ideas smongst the toilerse As the deliberations
of the sixth Conference of “he Bund indicabed, the organization was
ready and willing to broaden its influence amongst all sectlons of

89
the Jewish proletariab,

The Labor Movement Advances

The pfotest strikes of Jamuary, which were of a political chae
racter, lead directly into the strike movementsof February, which
were waged mainly for economic demaggS, The Jewish workers were
primerily involved, for agitabtion among the Russian populetion in
the Pale was very weak. Here, too, the labor movement was one-sided,
consisting largely of Jewish elementss hence little contbact was
maintained with ‘those nom-Jewish groups that were employed in the
large factoriese The latter were thus often an easy prey for poge

rom incitetion. This was not true of Polend, where the general
working class was well organig%d,
The revolutibnary upsurge oreated many opportunities for a

mass trade-union movemente. New strata of workers were brought in,

such as employees in merchendizing esboblishments and household
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servants, Unions were organized everywhere, particularly after the

manifesto of October 30th was issueds Legal Jewish-Socialist organs
made their appearance. The unions established during the period

of 1906=7 were Bocialist in spirit, just like those that were foumnw
ded by Socielist leadership in New York Ciiﬁ.' The Bund now repre=
sented @ ma.ss strength of forty thousand members and lead the

entire Jewish prolebariat.

Pogroms were soon, of course, the order of the day as the row=
.gime sought to quench the revolutionary fires in Jewish bloods The
Black Hundreds were set free to pillage ang destroye. But the Jewish
workers in turn organized self-defense eog;s. Students and noxe
Jows often rallied to their helpe Protests and demonsbrations were
helds The October 1905 pogroms did not affect the northwestern row
gions, where the Bund was strongly intrencheds True, in summer 1906,
Homel and Bialystok wefe also caught in the wave of pogroms, but
these were already in the form of punitive expeditions organized
by the government ageinst the Jewish massese That in essence these
massacres were counter-revolutionary and not merely anti=JoWish Mo
nifestations utilized by the press and the government to make the
Jews as a scapegoat for the insurgence of the working class is seen
from the fact that Jewish Black Hundreds were also orgenized in cerw
tain parts of Polazz, These were made up of associations of Jewish
owners who wanted to provoke the workers in order to break up
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their trade unionse

Bund and Burgeois at the Ballots

That the Russisn Jews did not always behave as one entity is
indicated by the conflicting atbitudes adopted by the bourgeois
and proletarien elements toward the political concessions which the

Czarist regime was compelled to makee All the liberal groups in




the éountry were demanding the establishment of a parliamentary form
of governmént. The existing Jewish institutions naturally enough
joined in this campaigns "The need for a non=-partisan political
orgqniéation to direet the struggle for Jewish emencipation which
was to be waged by all classes of Jewry--outside the small fraction
which had already heen united in the labor organization of the Bunde-
wag universally feii", writes Dubnowe The four liberal groups tnt
wore formed supported the few reforms introduced by the government
and tooﬁpart in the Czarist commissionses The Bund, however, parted
company with theme "The only orgenization standing outside these
federated groups an@ their common platform of national Jewish polie
tics is the Jewish Sociml-Democratic Party, known as the Bund, which
is tied down by its class program and is barred by it from co-operas
ting with the bourgeoisie, or a non-class organizabion, even within
the domain of national Jewish intereigg“, comments Dubnowe Indeed,
fighting. everywhwre against the cendidates of the Jewish bourgeois
parties, the Bund conducted imporbent work in the development of
the class-consciousness of the Jewish proletarigiﬁg It'boycott@d
the first Duma and conducted an independent campaign in the second
and third Dumes, which were likewise supported by the various wore
kers? organizationse

The attitude of the Bund to the first Duma was one of violenb
opposition since its purpose was merely to aot as consultant to the
Czarist regime, It therefore organized strikes and demonstrations
ageainst participation in the elections, using even synagogues to
influence the Jewish V;§§§S. The Zionist-Socialist groups also

Supported this cempaign. For despite the glowing promises of the

govermment, the repression continueds
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‘Dubnow, one of the leaders of the Jewish Peoples!' Party, rep=
roached the Jewish revolutionaries with "national betrayaﬂ? He
attacked their view thab the pogroms were counter=revolutionary,
mainfaining that the Jews were victims of massacres merely because

104
of their Jewishnesse The Bund, on the other hend, insisted time

and ag&in}that the pogroms were directed in the main against the
106

enemies of the Czarist regiﬁe. The Jewish bourgeoisie, depressed
and down-hearted, soon lost intersst in the struggle with Czarisme
An active fight was even wagod on the part of the religious ele=
ments sgainst the further activities of the Jewish radioa%gf But
the working-class elements were not despondente They endeavored
to broaden their activity and to organize new groupse They pub=
lished organs and tried to rally the Russian workers to joint roee

107
gistance to the pogrom spirite
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 SECTION FOUR: BEACTION AND RECOVERY, 1907w=14.

#1907 was the orisis year in the history of the emancipation
movement in Russia in gemeral and of the Jewish one in parigzular“.
As a result of the polibical, economic and social reaction that
flourished, increased emigration now took pligg, A new element ab
once eppeared in the ranks of the refugees. After the pogroms, it
was 1argeiy the bourgeois sections of the destroyed and pilleged
cities that flocked to the borders. The wave of repression that
soon swept the country, on the other hand, drove away Jewish workers
from ‘their homes and catepulbed almost the whole vanguard of the

110
progressive forces to American shoress

The Revolution in Retreab

A severe economic orisis soon exatted a very high tolle The
develoémﬁnt of handwork production was stunted. Jewish laborers
were removed from their positions because of their revolutionary
leanings and replaced with the more backward peasantrye Conflicts
even oropped up bejween the Jewish and Polish workéii. Little prog=
ress seemed to be in sbore, for though the rising capitalist class
had welcomed the support of the working masses in the common struge
gle against the feudal landlords and Czarism, it was not inclined
to grant those demends of the proletariab which affectbed its own
particular inkereiii. As a result of these conditions, all the
Jewish Socialist parties lived through a very oritical sgage and
endeavored to strike some bargain with the existing orég;. only
thepBund, as a more significant organizaetion, remained during the
reaction and éhawed some weak signs of ié&e". Yet it too suffered

meny defections in the ranks, as a number of intellectuals, active

workers, and “"fellow travelers" deserted when they sensed the ape=
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proaching counter=attack of the regimee

The economic offensive mow fell into the hands of the employ-
ing elass, which sought to take back all the concessions it-had been
compelled bo grant previouslys Lockouts now became a common occure
ence. About 120 manufacturers! associstions were built to present
a united front against the workers?! unwillingness to ret%ggt. For
the latter did not at once give waye From February to October of
1907, for instance, the Bund engaged in 114 clashes with capital,
most of them being of & defensiNe nattiz. In Lodz, to cite another
illustration, 30,000 wage-earners were thrown out of work and yet
attempted to resist the employers? attack, receiving in the mean=
time help from other workers?! organizatlonss Hpﬁever, the Jewish
laboring masses were upon the whole rather helpless in this onee
sided battlee Unemployment was on the increase, vicious compebie
tion for jobs and.higher wages flourished in their own ranks while
demoralization spread in al) trades, and partiéularly amonggt the
brush and leather workiig.

Therrepression had enforced a position of illegalily on the

Bund and the other trade unionse In fact, labor organization was

on the decline, The employers grew ever bolder as they recognized

" the ineffectiveness of the proletariatis orgens of defense., The

Bund in 1908 had dwindled in stremgbh to such an exbent that it
could claim.bnly about 50 active organizers sand about 500 members
in its political parfy organizatign. Yot though the masses were
disillusioned énd though many could not readjust themselves to the
new conditions demanded by the "underground" existence of the eco-
nomic and political bodies, their past organizational experience

and the growbth of new forms of struggle stood the Jewish workers

in pood stead during these critical days. A periphery of legal

L ]
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institubions wes soon developed around the core of illegal activitye

The workers sought and found new formse Thus, in 1908-10,
when ‘the Yiddish cultural ronsissence blossomed forth among the de=
moeratic intelligentzia, it won meny followers as well in Bundist
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circlese Musical, literary and dramatic societies, of a working

-
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. class composition, also came into being. Here, in addition to purely

?f; ' posthetic themes, political social problems were raised and dise

cussed, Dvening classes were organized, which exerted a atrong re-
122

volutionizing effect on the Jewish toilers, But although some imae

gined that the Socialist movement would be able thereby to maintain
itself, they were doomed to disappointment. The surveillance of

‘the government and the poverﬁy of intellectual talents mitigated the
full effectiveness of this cultural rev%igla

The Bundists now also concerned themselves to a larger degree

with speeifically Jewish questions, such as the competence of the
Kehillah atructure and cultural autonomys Until now, they had a
negative attitude toward the central religious body of Russien Jewry,

but, under the impact of new evenbts, strove to convert the Kehillah

9“’ into a democratic body, freed of its strictly religious aspects and
R 124
i satisfying the needs of the Jewish massese They'attendedkhe 1909

{? Kovno meeting of all the Kehillahs and instituted a fight against

the Jewish plutoeracy, demanding progressive taxation, equal, direct
125

and secret vobing and meny other improvements., Yeb although the

) seventh Congress of 1910 adopted & resolution to this effect, no

permanent results followed, The Kehillahs remeined in the hands
A 126
of the middle-class elements.
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The Return to Life

Sobn, however, the turning point in the fortunes of the Jew-
ish labor movement came. The ground had well been prepared by the
small groups that kept the hope of emancipation eflame during the
deys of the Stolyopin reaction. For though the inhelleotua}s and
bourgeois youbth had left the working cless bto shift for itii;f, no
fresh start had to be made when the revival took places The tran=
sition from crisis to re=birth was marked at the eighth Conference,
held by the Bund inliglog Only six months. ago, even the legal ore
genizations had been smashed and a nuﬂhber of leaders jailed,  Yet
21 delegabes appeared to bulld a new structure on the old founda=
tionse For the first time in the history of the Bund, the proceod-
ings woere held in Yiddish, since mostly workers were priignt.
Anobher reason for this innovaetion was the desire to start preparing
for the future nationalecultural sutonemy which they hoped to achieve
in the struggle against the Czarist re g,ix?xg,

These signs of growth were the direct outcome of the economie
recovery'which appeared in the Pale of Settlement in 19811 and lage
ted bo the outbresk of the War. The unions revived and particie
pated in stbrikes wherever possible, In other phaces, illegal so-
cieties were formed, In fact, strikes occurred in Warsaw and Lodz
in protest against Ehe dismissal of Jewish workers in trades fhat
were being mechanii;é. The economic clashes whebtted the appetite
for political questions, as the Russian revolubtionary movement
again c?me to life at this time, In the widst of this country-wide
éwakening, the Bund once again came to the fore as ‘the champion of
rights for fhe Jowlsh working class and as the organizer of its
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bat¥le for emancipations During the Ffamous Beilis triel, while




the petty=bourgeois prayed and fasted, it org;aniz?d strikes in 17
eities, in which about 50,000 workers partioipagg. This marked
B | i the first open and dramatic menifestation of resurgence on the

N part of the Jewish proletariat during the dark days of reactione

Soon, however, the World War brought new responsibilities which

the Bund was called upon to meet; but here our story must ende




CHAPTER TWO: BACKGROUND
THE GROWIH OF THE AMERICAN LABOR AND
RADICAL MOVEMENT
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Introduction

"&s o product of American conditions, the history of the lo=
cal Jewish labor movement is naturally only one chapber of the to=-
tal account of the general clasgs-struggle in Americ;," It is there-
fore practically impossible to trace the development of tradew
unionism smong the newly-arrived Jewish settlers since 1880 without
portraying the larger background of capitalist development as well
asg lebor snd radical activity in this countiy, The Jewish labor
movement did not exist in a vacuum; it was very often a battleground
for various revolutionary ideologies and was therefore affected by
the numerous splits and factions that rocked the radical movemeﬁ%a
Trade-union activity and Soclalist thought, furthemmore, wewe like
two straining currents always merging and separasting their weys
smong the local Jewish prolebtariat, Some indication of tThis is giw
ven in the discussion of the influence of radical parties on the
Jowish labor movement which we shall discuss in a later chapteig
Having thus established the pertinency of this topic ‘to ourlggneral

abor

thesis, we may now proceed to a description of the American/hnd}

radical movement from 1880 to 1914,
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SECTION ONE: TH&E RUDE AWAKENING OF LABOR, 1880=86«

There was & great drive for organizing labor in the eighties
as a‘result of the growing prosperity and the "danger from a flood
of unskilled and skilled immigranti". The new industrial revival
1ead to an increase in trade-union membership which manifested it
gelf in the establishment of city central bodies and the birth of
meny national trade organizatiogs. Tt not only created the neces=
sary oconomic conditions for the emergence of the American Federss-
tion of Labor but made possible the upsurge of the unskilled sece
tions of the proletariat within the Kﬁights of Labore Thus sudden
spurt in lebor's rise was featured by & swoeeping and militant strike
movement, in which pnarchist forces participated with great vigor,
snd which marked the appearsnce of the Socialist Labor Party as an

important factor within the working classe

The Skilled Workers Federate

Strasser and Gompers, impressed with the Brittish pattern of
trade=unionism, endeavored o shﬁpe Ameriocan lebor into the same
mold but were not entirely successfgl. Yot the insistence of the
futuéé Lheoretician and first president of the American Foederation
of Labor upon a craft basis and a gound financisel poliecy, including
benevolent and protective featureg)in the long run carried the dZy.
In 1881, at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanie, the PFederation of Orgenized
Trades end Labor Unions of America and Canade was brought into exe
istence by 104 delegatess Its purpose was to be " a labor clearing
housé and legislative agency along the lines of the British Trade
Union Congregs“. The next few conventions, however, wore not well
received; ‘the representatives of the Knights of Labor withdrew and

the attendance dropped considerablys The platform, based upon &
bl




radical declaration of principles, embodied political demends, which
were rejected by a number of national trade unions, thus slienating
further supports The result was that these deliberations represen=
ted only one=fourth of the organized workers in the couniry.

In 1886, however, a number of iﬁdependent national unions called
a conventione The founderqof the Federation took advanbtage of this
opportunity and merged with the new embryonic organization to form
the American Federation of Labores The growth of new body was instan-
taneous, AL the 1887 gathering, about 618,000 members were repre-
sentig. Its policies as esbablished were: le. the avoldance of ra-
dicél economic theoriess 2, efforts to win sympathy from the peneral
public and the employers; 3; the trade agreement method of adjusting
diéputéi. In time it became something like a labor aristocracy,

interested in preserving the privileges of the skilled workers and

unconcerned with the plight of the rest of the proletariat,

The Kunights of Labor Advance

At the same time activity was evidenced from another directione
Unskilled labor was also on the move. Hoving no channels of expres-
smh@H;MﬁﬁmiﬂmotMEmmmhmsKﬁ@ﬁsofLMmm formed since
1869 as a secret organizabion#a This first "revolutionary labor
organization of national proportions and influence" advocated the
public cwnership of the ubilities and took in skilled and unskilled,
male and female, and black and white workers. It likewlse attracted
radicals and advocates of all sorts of panacizs. As a result of
the attacks made upon it by the press, clergy and corporate capital,
it came out intp the open in 1878 Its membership then grew by

13

leaps and boundse Beginning with 50,194 followers in 1883, it shot

up to a totel of 702,924 in 1886, It became the largest and the
%
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gstrongest union of unskilled and semi~skilled laborers in the Uni-
ted States., IUs main field of activiby, however, was confined +to
the cé:operative movement and to parliamenbtery action, for the
leadership was opposed to strikes and boycotts and strove to deves-
lop it as an idealistic, all-inclusive labor organization which
would "educate the workers in human and class solidarity"”, Actually
"humanitarian and religious impulses wore at the root of its creaw
'bigﬁ" o

But its members wanbed immediate advantages and the rank and
file therefore participated in many milibtant sbtrikes. A great deal
of solidarity was often displayed, even though the behavioruof Powe
derly, who lead the movemeﬁt, was far from being encouragiig. The
vague nature of this organization is clearly reflected in the varying
estimate given of the K, of L. by the different historianse Though
it expressed a radical ttone in its declaration of indopendénce,
the latber soon became o dead 1Btti§, The leaders did not want it
to be a pure labor organization but rather one seeking to raise the
level of all prodgcers by a general atback on the monopolist, finan=
cier and 1egisla%;r, Its greet contribution lay in its service as
an edﬁdational instrument and as the voice of those sections within

the labor movement who time and again fought to break through the

barriers which the craft unlons ereocted against theme

The Socialist Labor Party Emerges
Whereas trade-union orgenization was a dirqot rosult of the
capitalist development in this coﬁntry, the risé of radical pare
ties, dedicated to changes in the socianl order, can be ablributed
in part to the influx of immigrants during the second half of the
19th century. Since it is beyond the scope of this thesis to

troat of the early radicel orgenizations, our study will begin
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with the appearance of the Socialist Labor Party in 1877. The active
agitational role which the Socialists played in the railroad strikes
of that year, the spirited political battles in which labor engaged
in soveral importent industrial cities during 1877-80 and the strong
influence which the German immigrants, with their advenced theore-
tical lmowledge and orgenzing abilibty, exerted, helped to establish
the new political party in the coun%iy. Its members endeavored to
feach the workers and to develop their class~consclousness. The
SelePs ran its own cendidates in 1877-79, and backed the Henry George
cempeign in New York City, when the trade unions, beaten in a legal
battles in the courts, were eager to turn to politics for redress

of their grievanciza Yot not more then 10% of its membership was
native, while all of its leaders were of foreign birth.

It continued to make progress in the last fifteen yeafs of the
century, particularly among the foreign-born workers, end especi-
ally the German ones. "Let us not conceal ‘the truth; the S.L.Pe
is only a Germen colony, an adjunct of the German-speaking Sociale
Democracy" declared one of its 1ea§2rs. It was also limited to the
New York City area. Nevertheless, it did not represent a united
body of opinion. Serious differences arose already at the 1887
sonvention on the question of independent political action and the
attitudﬁ toward trade unions,which were bound to lead to splits and
faotion;% a concomibant phenomenon of the radical movement everye

where in the worlde It was for the most part a sectarian orgeniza-

tion, not always successful in its endeavors to Americanize itself
and to mffeoct the destiny of the Americen labor movement. With what

success it accomplished its objectives, we shall se later one
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The Demise of Anasrchist Influence

The debacle of the Ansrchist movement as a result of the Hay=
market affair in 1886 contributed quite a bit to the renewal of
Socialist.strenzih. Until that time, however, the former occupied
s prominent position and played a significant role in labor acbivie
ties of the mid-eightiess For the yoars 1885«6 marked a sharp ine-
crease in the strike and boycott movemzit, Particularly nobworthy
were the great railroad struggles apgainst Jay Gould in 1885, in which
the Ke of Le participated, providing momney and loadershipe Suddenly
in 1884, the Federation of Labor adopted e resolution to the effoct
thet “from May 1, 1886, eight hours shall constitute a logal works=
day and that all labor orgenizations shall prepare fgg it"e It
calied upon the workers to lay down their tools to enforce the de=
mand which at once became a fighting slogan for labore Even though
the Ko of Le leadership looked askance at the militant strikes
that resulted, the rank and file, numbering about 340,000 did par-
ticipifog

This was a grand opportunity for the followers of syndicalisms
'This;was to be the crowning glory of their endeavors, for,although
their movement was relatively young, they elready represented a
powerful influence in radical circless They believed in mass pro=
letarian sction and the taking up of arms in a general revolt. As
a result of their militancy and dering they had attracted meny f0lm
lowers, particularly handicraft workers who were uprooted on account
of the new industrial developmeiﬁ. 8ince Chicago served as the cen-
ter of their activity, the city became the fooal point of the 8 hour
day agitation.’ Excitement ran high there and the agitation seomod

to be riding on the waves of suoccesss Bub the explosion of the

bomb on Haymarket Square lead to the arrest and conviotion of the
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men that "were not only the backbone of the local Anarchist movee

ment but also were among the most prominent and influential leaders
a7
of the 8 hour day agitation", Their trial was "the grossest traves-

Tty in Justice every perpetrated in an Ameriocan court", though some

of the defendants were later acquitted by the liberal Governor

Altgelt, The fatal incident, however, proved to be the final and

closing chaplter in the history of the Anarchist movement in this
countrys The latter soon lost it&s trade union basis sand became

confined to small and narrow groups in the Basb.




SECTION TWO: THE A.Fe of L. TRIUMPHANT, 1886=1900

‘WEth the deecline in strength of the Knights of Labor, after
1886, the AsFe of Le's growbh became very much accelerated, A de=
termining factor was of course the economic development of the
United States in the decade of the nineties. For by that time the
transformation of the country from its agrarian character to an ine
distrial economy had been completede Irusts were developed and
monopolies established with the result that America now occupied
first place in capitalist econozg. The eraftsmen naturally took
advantage of ‘the situation to become strongly intrenched and to de~
fend thelr group interests., Atbempts of the S.L.P. during the per=
iod to penetrate first into the Ke of Lo and then into the A.F, of
Le wore spurned, This lead De Leon to launch his Socialist Labor
and Trade Alliance, the first advenbure in dual unionism. 4 large
number of strikes and bloody labor battles also featured this dee

cade, while one of them in particular witnessed the emergence of

Eugene Debbs in the politico-economic life of the country,

The Knighbts Breek Their Lences

Th@ confliet between the XK. of L. and the A.F. of L., which
began in.1882, when the former's delegates absented themselves from
the convention of the early Federation, took on more serious proe
portions after 1886, finally leeding Lo the disappesrance of the
Knights from labor's ranks., A great enmity developed.botween the
two organizations, as a result of the danger of absorption by the
Order which the crafts seemed to sense. The rupbure, however, did
not take plaée at once, Abbtempts at uniby and reconciliation were
often undertaken, only to be rejected by the Ke of Ls The latber

organization, furthermore, refused to limit itself to activity
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among the unskilled. With the election of Gompers to the presiden
cy of the Federation, the feud broke out in greater intensity then
over befores

This clash wasAinevitable in view of the decided differences
thet existed between the two movements. At the heart of the cone
£lict was the division between skilled and unskilled labor, craft
and so-called industrial unionism es well as the rival ambitions
of the lesders of both grouggo The heads of the Ke of Le contribe
uted to their ovm downfall, for their position on the 8 hour day
strikes could not help but alienate support as well as create ine
ternal dissensione The decline of their organization, though fore-
shadowéd by ‘the numerous defeats suffered in the 386 strikes and
tle resultant dissatisfact?gn, was, however, in the main due Lo
the very nature of the movemente The K. of L. did not rest its
hopes on the workers organizing politically and economically. It
was too sbrictly cembralizeds The aubocratic demeanor of the offi=
cors end the complicated ritual that survived made mallters worses
In gensral ité very composition vitiated its influence, for it conm=
tained s minority of pebty-bourgeois individuals and well-to-do
farmers who often as not undermined its strengthe It likewise
lacked a clear economic and political progrem, made no effort to
arrive at an undersbanding with the other trade unions for joint
action, while receiving the most strenuous opposition from the capi-
talist elements of the counﬁii, Thus not being victorious in its
labor disputes or successful in t?e co-operatives and politics, it
foll apart because of its own ineiiia. With its fall, the movement

of unskilled workers almost disintegrated, and the field of ection

was loft for the skilled craftsmene
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The A.F. of L, Moves Forward

. But the trade unions orgenized in the A.F. of Le continued to
grow. It wes a gradusl and perhaps painful process which lasted
%Well into the twentieth century. By 1889 the membership reached
a ‘total of 200,000; in 1898, it had increased to 300,000; and by
1900, it had jumped to 775,000 Together with the railroad brother-
hoods, it represented about one million workers, a very small per=
centage at thaet of the total labor population in the country. Du-

ring this pexiiod, its "nonepartisen" policy in political-parliameins

" tary action, which has remmined to this day, came into beinge

For Gompers the trade union became the end-all and be-all of
the wdrkers' efforts Lo improve their status, IHe advocated the ade
dition of beneficiary features to the unions and at all timss dige
played his intense dislike of Socialism.and state interfergzce,

His philosophy left a deep impression on the movement which he had

helped to establish and whose destinies he guided for a long timee

The Socialist Lebor Party Flounders

This period also witnessed the growbh in the membership of ‘the
SeLoPs By 1899, it had 350 branches, At first it joined other
‘%mrkihgman's" parties but soon it set out along the road of inde=-
pendent political activity., From 1893-8, the vote it mustered in-
oroased from 25,000 to 82,000, But its successes in the political
arens wore not deemed sufficient; it therefore endeavored to pene=
trate‘into the labor organizations. There, however, it met with
several rebuffs and was ingloriously routeds

The iﬁflueﬁce of the S.L.Ps on the trade union movement was
very weak on account of its smali numerical strength and the conm

fused atbitude-=a state of mind which often even created internal
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dissension==it held toward the latter. Yebt it was active in the
city central bodies, conbrolling the United German Trades and the
United Hebrew Trades of New York City., At first it remeined on good
tbrns with the K. of Lae and the A.F. of L but the rupbure soon be=
gen to -develope Thus, in 1890, the New York Central Labor Federalbion
was denied a charter by the A.F. of L. becsuse it conteined the New
York section of the S,L.Pe &nd hence was not a "pure and simple"
trade union. In 1895, De Leon, who was the outstanding and most
dominating figure of the Socialists, wa.s roefused a seat at the XK. of
Lo conventions As & result, De Leon, who had been using abusive
lenguage quite extensively in attacking the "labor faker" leaders,
established the Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance in open opposi-
tion to the mational labor movement, thus renoung%ng the hope of
ever winning over the “"corrupt" bodies o Sooialigm.

Do Leon had resorbted to this tactic because of his failure to
capture‘the Ke Of Le, which he was scheming to do through his cone
trol of the New York Distriet Assembly 49, Two hundred charters
were soon issued in the first three monthse The stronghold was
neturally New York and the membership recruited for the most part
from thé German and Jewish trade unions. This risky adventure in
duel unionism, however, declined within three years, for in eddition
to the dietatorial policy of its leader, "its inconsistent and ra=
ther vegue aims and its highly centralized and antiquated systom
of organization rendered it inefficient for practical labor struge
glezﬁa. By 1898, only 114 out of 228 comstituent organizations surs
vivede .In acoordanme'with his dogmaetic approach, De Leon contine
uously nsrrowed its influence, until it "became a little sect on
the economic field as impotent as the politicel sect which ran it,

37 .
the S,L.Ps"
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Internal conflicts aglso tore.away at the heart of the S.lL.Pe
One split took place in 1887 on the rélative importance of trade‘
union versus political activitys The New York group won out as
against the Chicago conbingent, which inclined more towards Anare
- chist sentiments. The movement soon recuﬁerated and began to inn.

. 38
crease its forcese In 1889, fourteen Jewish sections were formede

However, a second fight betweeﬁ De Leon and his opponents broke out

in 1899, This found the Jewish Socialists also arrayed against hime

Although he won the legal bhattle, De Leon could not retein the mae
Jority of the membership and his organization consequently deteri-
orateds One of the results of this long drawn=out struggle was the
founding of the "Vorwarts", the Jewish labor daily, which we shall

39
discuss in a labter chapltex.

The Hre of Militant Strikes

All the above labor and radical activity took place against
o background of ferment within the trade union movement. As the
fruits of vietory gained in the 1886 struggles were soon lost, the

AsFe of Lo convention amnounced the renewal of intense agitation

for the 8 hour day on May 1, 1890. The K. of L. again refused its
co~operation¢ Yot the ldea of a general strike was soon given up
by the initiators themselves and the movement was dissipated, when
it was to decided to win this demand solely through the individual
efforts of the various national unionse The campaign of the carw
penters wes suoccessful in 137 cities; the miners, on the obther hand,

40
declined to proceed, claiming weekness in organizabions

The development of big industrial corporations and the growth

in productive power created the economic basis for the various

strikes of this decade, which were conducted on a large scale and
41
"infrequently shook the entire industrial foundation of the country"s
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They were brief but intense in character and were defeated for ‘the
most parte Of these the Homestead and Pullman strikes of 1892 and
194 respectively seemed to set the tone for the measures employed
to bring such conflicts bo an end, For at this time the courts and
the militia bogan to exert an influence on the sottlement of eo9ﬁ0n
mic dispubtes. The injunction, called a "new form:%udicial tyriinY",
was brought over from England and served to break strikes, for the
leadsrs could be jailed without trial by jurye. State and federal
militie were also utilized to fut dovmn lebor strife, These were
new weapons in the hands of the employers to bring the workers to
termse

.The crisis of 1893«7, which threw million out of work, did not,
however, break up the trade unions, as had happened in the paste
Tho'organized lebor movement survived the ordeal and became a staw
ble Pfactor in the struggle of the proletariat for economic amelioce
rations Defonsive strikes were conducted ggainsﬁ wage oubs in 1894,
~in which about 750,000 workers were involigd. Perhaps the most
dramstic event of this period was the beginning of industrial une
ionism as embodied in the establishment of the American Railway T
ion b& Debbs in 1893, with a total of 150,000 members and 465 loci%sa
The strike lead by the new organizabion which "reached the hand down
to the least skilled in the railroad servgze" was finally broken
and its future effectiveness destroyeds Bub it marked the coming
on the American redical scene of o new figure who was destined bo

place the Socialist forces on a firm basis and lead its political

battles, the aforv-mentioned Debbse
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SECTION THREE: NEW CHALLENGES TO ORGANIZED LABOR, 1900=l4e

The enormous indusbrisl expension of the country as signified
by the growth of large-scale production as well as its centraliza=-
tion not only croated an inerease in the number of workers bLut also
brought into play large unorganized armies of labore. The gigantie
trusts themselves celled forth formidable trade unioﬁé. During
this period, over 13 million immigrants arrived at these shores and
penetrated into the basic industrigz. Included among them were the
tous of thousands of Jews from Eastern Europe who helped lay the
foundation for strong Jewish labor uniggs. Tn addition, the crises
of 1907 and 1913 provided plenty of ammunition for the exponents of
redical thoughte At this time the Socialist Lebor Party began to
£111 an importent place in the politicsl life of the nation and
ren candidates for public office with a certain measure of SUCCesSe
Similarly, the Industrial Workers of the World, hailed by one hi g
torian as "the industrial Ku Klux Klan, these American Bolshgiiki",
.and by another, as the "united front of the militent, revolutionary
1abor forcese.e.the expression of the unorgenized, unskilled Wors
kergg, delivered its challenge to the status quo and struck a new
note in economic strifee. The Amalpgamated and the International
Ladies! Barment Workers Union also appeared on the scene in these

decades, lead by a venguard of Jewish employoes of the sweatshops,

and brought order into their chaotic industriese

The Labor Organizations Expand

During the first fourteen years of the twentieth centbury, the
AeFs OFf Lo membership more ‘than doubled in number, increasing from
a total of 675,000 to that of two millione This development was,

however, confined to the skilled sections of the working class,
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who monopolized the trade unions. No attention was paid by the

Federation to the unskilleds. The former even expressed opposition

to any but ‘the oraft form of organization at its 1903 conventione .

It continued to affirm its old politieal stand and accepted com
operation with the National Civic Federation, which was established

in 1906 ‘to bring about collaboration between labor and capitale

The coal miners conducted strikes in 1900 and 1908 The Jows

igh and Italian workers of the clothing industry developed, progres-
sive, semi=industrialized, socialistic and militant labor organizae-
tiogi. The I.leGeWse Union, which came into existence in 1900 and
oriented itself toward socialistic aims, remained a weak body till
the 1907 and 1909 heroic strikes encouraged the workers to Join

its rankse Several years latter the Amalgamated was born out of a

struggle within the United Garment Workers of Americae Perhaps be=

cause the needle trades workers were almost exclusively foreigne

born, their unions were "more radical or progressive than any other
set of trade unions in the country. They were led by Socialists

b2
or their sympathizers's

The Socialists Enber the Political Arena

During this period, the Socialists at last became a political
force in +the country, This was not accomplished, however, before
their orgenizations had undergone & deep transformatiéno For the
SeLePs had beon founded when Socialism wes en acadomic idea rather

than a popular movements Its followers were few in mumber, largely

of a Buropesn background, moving within limited cireles end keeping

very little in contact with the native population. Their procedure

and administration were "those of a society of sbudents and scholdrs
- 53
rather than of a political party of the masses." It was soon apparent
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that the highly centralized form of the party, its dogmatism and
severe discipline could not atbract the large masses of workerse
A new orientation was indeed in places

A shift in this direction was evidenced when Debbs organized

N - the Social Democracy in 1897, This was & "motley assortment of

humenitariens and idealists", which hoped to establish co~operative

forms in one state and thence to spread the idea throughout the
54
country, But these colonization schoemes opened the door to all
: 55
kinds of social reformers and even bto Anarchisbse The Soclalist mie

nority therefore left the 1898 convention end founded the Social

Democratic Party, which believed thet the Mrade union movement and

independent political action are the chief emancipeting factors of
56
the working class"e At the same time the SkLePs split its forces,

f'ff Tts Rochester faction at once Begen negotiations with Debbs! orga=

nization and finally in July, 1901 brought into being the Socialist

Party of the United Stetess The latter's first convention was "the

largest and most representetive nabtional gathering of Socialists
57 ’
ever held in this country"e Only 20 percent of the delegates were

foreign-borne

Whereas the S,LePe declined in strengbth and influence, the

new party grew and made contacts with the unions, especially with

those in the needle trades, always putting up a sbrong fight for
- 58
- its principless Its followers even became active in the A.Fe of Le

Flf to such an extent thett heir resolution in 1902 for the “overthrow

of the wage system" was defeated only by a close votee Activity

on the political front yielded good results, for in the 1904 prese
jdonbial olecbions, Dobbs amnssed a total of 400,000 votess By

1912 the Socialist vote jumped te about 990,000 when about 56 mayors
wors elected to offlce on the party platfggm. The size of the mem=

bership also grew from 50,000 in 1909 to about 118,000 in 1914,
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Thus the "tide of Socialism was rising in the United States" up to
the World War days because it was making headway in the old ‘trade

60
unions and among the native Ameriwan wage earners.

The "“Wobbliea" Abtback the Social Order

But the most outstanding event of this period was the appears
ance of the American variety of syndicalism in the form of the Ine-
dustfial Workers of the Worlds This organization came into heing
in 1905 as a result of the merger of the Western Labor Union, foun-
ded in 1898 by the Western Pederation of Miners, the Socialist Labor
Party and a :number of small radical groups, all hostile to the
AFs of Lo, because it was exclusive in character and accepted the
capitaiist ordgi, It thus served as a bridge between the ogganizeq
workers in the West and the class-conscious ones in ‘the BEast, Debbs,
De Leon and Bill Haywood were its godfathers. It was opposed to
craft unionism and the clique of "labor politicians™ at +the head
of the A,F, of Le and believed squarely in class struggle and indus-
trial unionggm. It made its primary appeal to the unskilled and
the foreign~born, the unorganized and the poorly paid workers,
stressing direct economic action and opposing political activitye
It adoPtéd an uncompromising position against tbe State and sought
to suppiant it by a labor union administratigi.

But the I,W.W. too could not escape the curse of factionalisme
The second convenbtion which represented 60,000 workers developed
a split, which lead to the withdrawal of the Western Federation of
Miners, Yet the fight between the political and industrial face
tions of the movement continued, with the result thet in 1908 two
rival organizations were set up, the Chicago one alonesgemaining

after a while to carry on the banner of industrial unionisme. It was

at this juncture that Debbs left this labor bodye
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Though the I.W.W. did not organize large masgses of workers,

it conducted spasmodio revolig. It led some splendid battles for

the betterment of the economic lot of the toilers and showed great
courage and fearlessness? althougﬁlaoking in stability. "It was

a robel band of foob=loose fighters', It was not interested in
building lasting orgenizations but held to its ideal of creating
“"one big union" for all of American lg%or. Its most dremebic vie=
tory took place in the textile strike at Lewrence in 1912, which
ﬁas condueted by unskilled workers of various nationalities, mostly
women, Similar conflicts spread throughout New England, while the
prostige of the I.W.W. grew in alarming proportions, the membership
at La.wrence alone reaching a total of 14 ,Ogg. Yot its very compo=
sition and the fact thet Anarchist influence began to dominate the
movemet finally lead to its ultimate collggse. There existed too
nuch looseness and decentralization in its orgenization. It refused
o sign agreemeuts or to save strike funds, and as & result resor=
ted to direct action and sabobage. This naturally aroused the vio=
lent opbosition of the employing class as well ashlienated laber
sympathye The persecution which resulted from its acltivities during
‘the waf,years brought the end to this band of “violent mi1ibents

70
who call themselves the Industrial Workers of the WoRld',
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CHAPTER THREE: MOTIVE 'POVER
THE RUSSIAN«JEWISH IMWMIGRATION
70 THE UNITED STATH&S
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Introduction

"The mass immigration of Jews which began in 1881 and conbine
ued until the World War is responsible for the formation of a dise
tinet working class" within the American~Jewish communi%y. Until
that time, the Jewish immigrents, most of whom came from the mid-
dle=class elements of Western Europe, shunned the shopse. They
turned to trade and commercial activities and in due time formed
& specific sociml-economic, as well as religious group within our
groving oommuni%y.

It was out of Eastern Europe that the Jewish proletariat,
"moving in a body, expechting bo make Americe its home", constitue
ting for the most part a city population, the largest proportion
of which consisted of skilled worimen, brought the reality of trade-
union;Sm to our people on these shores. The influences of the old
and new home soon converged to form one of the most inberesting
segments of the American labor movements It became distinguished
in meny respects, in that its leadership was affected to a iarga
degree by the Marxian stream of thought and the revolutionary tre=
ditions of a foreign land, that it tended to reveal the same cha=
racteristics thalt singled it out in Russia, and that its personnel
wa.s alwéys changinge

In fact it was the steady mass migration that made the Jewish
labor movement possible, For "probably among no other nationality
doas the eoonomic condition change more rapidly than among the Rus-
sian Jews in the United States", Few considered it as their perme-
nent lot in life to remain in the condition of laborers for wagese
They sought to improve their status individually and to prepare their

children for stores and offices rabther than for shops and factoriess
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However, the enormous flow of new immigrants constantly recruited
and increased the army of Jewish workerse "Thus the Jewish works=

i ing class has been permanent since 1880 but with a changing per=
' 5

sommel®,
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SECTION ONE: THE ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE RUSSIAN JEWS

N\ Y

To clearly understand why the immigrants concentrated in those
indugtries which later formed the backbone of the Jewish labor move=
ment in this country it is essential to study their economic backe
ground in Russiae Dre Isaac Rubinow'!s anelysis of the 1897 census
is the best English work we have at hands A summary of his more
pertinent findings will therefore give us a view inbo the general
conditions that obtained among the immigrants in their native en=
vironment, especially if it. is supplemented by the introductory
chapters in Joseph's excellent treatize.

1ls The Jewé, constibtuting only 4% of the entire Russian popu=
letion and totaling about 5 1/4 million in round numbers, were res=
tricted to the 25 provinces of Poland, Lithuania, White and south=
western Russiae. About 94% of them lived in this area, generally
designated as the Pale of Settlement, where they formed about 12%
of the general populatign. This territorial concentration was fur-
ther accentuated by the congestion in the c¢ities and towns which
resulted from the 1882 "May Laws", whose intent was to prohibit
settlement in rural disbricbts. This definitbely established the
urban character of the Jewish populations Altogether 78% of the
Jews resided in the cities, composing about 38% of the total urban
populatign. True, the Jews were & commercial and industrial race
prior to their arrival in Poland, and as such were pre-disposed
to residence in the large centers; yet nowhere did they form as
large a part of the urban population as in western Russia, Here,
the Jews were essentially "“town dwellers in the midst of preponder=
atingly rural populations”, This was not entirely due to the Czar's

restricvive measures., One of the chief reasons for this was their
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ocoupational status. "The Jews as an industrial and commercial
people constitute one of the mein elements out of which town pop=
ulations are recruiﬂeég"

2s The oceupational distribution of ‘the Russian Jows shows

them to have formed a considerable proportion of the commercial

~classes and a large percentage of those engaged in industrial pure

<11
suitse About 32% was engeged in commercial activities; 39% in man-

ufacturing snd mechénical work; 3% in agricultural; 5% in profession=
al; 19% in porsonal service; and 4% in %ran5portatiog. This was
their proporbion in the emtire Russian Empire. In the Pale, howe
ovor, the Jews constitubted 4/% of all persons engaged in commerce
and more than 1/3 of the industrial class, In Lithuenia and White
Russia, for instance, there were eoven more Jews engaged in indus;
trial occupations, because of the greater congestion and lower ecoe
nomic'conditions. It was here also that the labor movement as well
as the emigration to the United States were the strongigt. When
compared with the noanewish population, the significance of the
above-mbntioned distribubion becomes very strikings "Of the non-
Jews in Russia, agricultural pursuits engaged 61%; manufacturing
and mechanical pursuits, 15%, and commerce, only é%."

34 About 190,000 Jews derived their subsistence from the land,
Though dzarist poliey in the first half of the 19th century was
inclined to abtract Jews to agriculture and bo encourage experiments
in coleonization, the attitude of the govermment was drastically re=-
vised ipfthe early 60s, Yot even in 1898, there were in existence
about 296 colonies (excluding Poland), with 13,0859 householdéf thus
proving the fitneés of the Jew for this type of labor and blasting
‘the charge of inaptness to rigid physical worke

4, The great majority of Jews, engaged in menufacturing and
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and mechanical pursuits, were artisans, who numbered more than half
2 million and supported meerly one=third of the Jewish populatign.
They formed about 44% of the entire Jewish working populat%gn.

This was undoubtedly e higher proportion of artisans than any other
country at the time showed and was no doubt due to the fact that
_the factory sysbem in Russia was still in its infancy. These hane
- dicrnftsmen supplied the immediate wants of the neighborhood, pro=
duoing goods mainly for local consumptione "The most imporbant ine-
dustry was the manufacture of clothing end wearing apparel, which
employed more than 1/3 of the Jewish working population and suppor=-
ted more then 1/7 of the total Jewish populaetion. It was in effect
a Jowish indus%gy," Practically all the tailors and shoemakers

in the Pale were Jewlishe Our people were also predominent in the
préparation of food products, the building trades, the metal, wood
and tobacco industries, There were about 259,396 masbers, 140,528
Journeymen and 101,062 apprentiggs. The domestic system was quite
developed, since inspection and labor legislation applied only to
the factoriess The artigsan's home thus became his shop. This may
explain in part the fact that 76,548 women and youhg girls wore
employed as well as a large percentage of children under fourteen,
The artisans founded Hevras, which approximeted the medieval pguilds
in forms This was good training for the future, for "it was in
this habit of organization that the labor union propaganda found

such fertile so0il among the mass of Jewish workingmen in New York

S+ As & result of capitalist development in the country, there
appeared a rapid growth of industry in the Pale. More than 1/3 of
the factories in 1898 were in Jewish hands, while Jewish workers

21
wore estimeted at l/% of all ‘the factory employees in the Pales
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Though the decline of the economic status of the artisans in the
80s drove many of bthem into the factories, the total mumber of
such workers was no more than about 1003550,000. "While the Jews
consfitute almost one-~half of the city population and the commer-
cial and industrial half, only about 20% of the factory workers are
Jewizh". Leshchinsky in discussing such a discrepancy has placed
éome of the blame upon the shoulders of the Jewish manufactburers
who discriminated against their own brethaﬁg.

6es The Jews constituted nearly 3/4 of the commercial class of
‘the Paii. They played a prominent role in the grain as well as in
the general retail trade. The great majority, however, of the mer
chents consisted of petty traders or storegkeepers. "Not only is
the entire commercial class, which, with the children and depene
dents, numbers slmost 2 million, far from being economically homo-
goneowus, but witQ:this,class an antagonism between t he employer md
employee has developed which, though perhaps not so acute, is more
extensive than the corresponding conflict between the manufacturer
and his wage workers." There were probably as mauy such employees
as factory workers, though it is difficult to estimate how many of
the 452,193 Jews reported as employed in commerce were not indepen-
dent tradesmene

7e¢ The participation of the Jews in the liberal professions
was very large. URelatively seven times as many Jews as Russians
are found in the liberal profeas?gns.“ Altogether there were aboub
58,000 in law, teaching, medicine, the ministry, government service

27
and service in public institutionse
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An interesting parallel between the occupational distribution ; } U“‘§

in Bastern Burope and that of the Russian-Jewish immigrants is shown
28
by the following table:

I. Jowish artisan population in Russia and Galicia (1898=~1900)
and Jewish labor immigrants to the U,S.,1900-1925,

Jewish Immigration to U.Se

Branches of handwork Artisens in Total % of Russ, Gal. workers
Russia, Galicia I

Male, female tailors 162, 860 306,672 188,43
Shoemakers 73,480 ' 34,977 47 26
fonstruction work 48,380 49,113 18015
Locksmiths and tinsmiths 36,120 83,828 0367
Bakers 26,940 16,521 6163
Butchers 26,033 18,247 7041
Turriers 17,955 13,648 7660
Jewelers, watchmakers 9,100 9,582 105,3
Heirdressers 6,855 7,742 113.0

‘The above helps to explain the strong tendency on the part

of Jews coming from technically-primitive lands te f£ill thelr anks

of the semi-handicraft industrial branches, such as tailoring, carw
pentry, eto., where the role of mechanical power is not important

and where the work is done mostly for the consumer and not for a

nationnal market,
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SECTION TWO: THE NATURE OF THIS IMMIGRATION

Russiss industrial development and the economic anti-cemitism
that arose from the competition betwesen the middle~classes of the

Jowish and non-Jewish populations would alone have necessitated

some gradual readjustment of Jewish economys. Yet there came into
being a stronger force that unsettled the economic and sociel pow

sition, in faot the very security of the Jews: Czarist oppressions

"This governmental pressure which began to be applied et the begin-
ning of the eighties became equivalent in the course of time to an

expulsive force, The only outlet to the intolerable conditions

that had been created by the foreces of governmental repression and
29

oppression.was emipgration"e

Especially was this intensified during the years after the

1905 Revolution, when the government recuperated from the first bl ows

of the radical movemeut and instituted its own devastating offenm
8ives As a result of the arrests, pegroms and endeavors to firown
the mﬁss uprising in Jewish blood, all those whovin any way wore
associated wigg.the abruggle against Czerism fled for fear of rete-

liatory measuress The existence of the Jewlish workers, in a spirite

vel and material sense, became unbearsble and thousands upon thou=

sands left in droves and fled that country which they had soalked
with Eheir swoat and bloods
The following table gives us an idea of the extent of the

31
emigration wavess




II, Jewish Tmmigretion to the U.S., 1881 to 1910 | BT

Yoar Russia Total Yoar Russia Total
1881 3125 5692 1896 20168 32848
1882 10489 13202 1897 13063 20372
1883 6144 8731 1898 14949 23654
1884 7867 11445 1899 24275 37415
1885 10648 16862 1900 37011 60764
1986 14092 21173
1887 23103 33044 1501 37660 58098
1888 20216 28881 1902 37846 57688
1889 18338 25352 1903 47689 76203
1890 20981 28639 1904 77544 106236
1206 92388 129910
1891 43457 51398 1906 125234 153748
1892 64253 76378 1907 114937 149182
1893 25161 35322 1908 71978 103387
1894 20747 29179 1909 39150 57551
1895 168727 26191 1910 59824 84.260

An examination of the above figures reveals that Russia cone

tributed about 72% of the total Jewish Immigrétion to the United

States, maintaining the same proportion for nearly all the dee

cades, dThis mags movement was one of steady growth and geomete
rieal ﬁrcgression, reflecting in every instance the position of the
Jows in Russia. The sudden and froquent rises in numbers can be
traced to restrictive laws, pogroms, wholesale expulsions from the
cities or revolutionary terrorisme Thus, for instence, the years
of the revolutionary period brought in about half a million Jews

»

to this country,

Now what types of immigrants entered the United States? A stu-
dy of their occupational distribution will shed much light upon
the development of the American-Jewish labor movement during this
poriode Thus during the first quarber of the present century,
992,880 Jowish wage-earners arrived, whereas the number of econo-
mically éctive noﬁrJews amounted to about 11 1/2 million, g?ich

means that the former formed about 8% of this entire immigrations
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The following bables will illustrate their occupational distribu-
tione
35
IITe The Growth of Jewish Emigration from Russia
Yoars Goneral total Skilled Tradesmen Intellectuals
WOTKer s — (per 100 Emlgrants)
1899 24,276 69% 25% 1.1
1900 37,011 68 27 1e8
1901 37,660 70 27 l.1
1902 37,846 56 27 o9
1903 47,689 60 25 1.1
1904 77 544 67 21 1,2
19085 92,388 72 19 le4
1906 125,234 67 19 1.4
1907 114,932 69 19 1.3
36
IV. Jewish Participation in Immigration of Workers to
the United States, 1900=1925

Yoars Participation of Jewish Immigrants

‘ 2IMONE

Total Workers Clothing Workers Metal Workers

1960-1901 3446 5067 2862
1906-1906 3440 5662 2168
1913=1914 336l 5662 , 1667
1915-1916 1646 3865 Te5
1919=1920 440 Qa7 1.6
1923=1924 940 2842 249

1926 346 ' 16,8 1,1
1900=1925 258 4843 1268

TWhet stands out most significantly is the prepondernace of
skilled lebore From Rubinow's study we also learn that 63% of the
Jewish immigrants during the peried of 1901 to 1906 who were f£it
to pursue a gainful occupation belong to the class of industrial
workers, This disproves the statement often made that the Russian
Jew has for the first time learned manual labor in the U.S. '"&
study of the date presented in the Twelfth Census of the U.S, re=
1ativé to the oécupation of the Russien Jews in New York City
shows thet skilled and unskilled labor predominate in the various

38
means employed by these Jews in order to earn a livelihood"e
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According to the following taeble, over 60% of the economically

active Jewlsh workers were craftsmen, whereas this category totaled
only 15% emong the non-Jewish immigrations Bub, on the other hend,
the number of farmers and unskilled workers was smeller than the

. 39
- percentage in the general mass immigration,

Ve The Social-Economic Structure of the Economically=Active
Elements among the U.S. Immigrants, 1900-1925,

- Economic Activities Jowish Tmmige Non=Jewish Immige
Total % Tota.l ~ %
A Industry & Handwork 596,043 60,1 1,719,361 1449
. Commerce ) 100,147 10,1 475,822 4l
" Parming 24,792 2ok 3,069,798 2646
: Liberal Professions 19,620 20 261,033 283
‘ Unskilled Workers 102,739 10.4 3,760,213 3267
Domestic servants 123,820 124 1,779,218 1564
’ Miscellaneous 25,769 246 456,111 440
{»t_, ' Total 992,330 10060 11,511,566 110060
3 TPurther light is shed on the some question by Samuel Joseph's
40
analysis of the occupabional distribution of the new arrivalss
" VI» Occupational Distribution of Jewish Immigrants,l1899-1910

' Group ' Number ~ Per cent
é," No occupation 484,175 4561
o Skilled laborers 395,823 3608
) Professional 7,455 o7
N Miscellaneous 186,989 17 4
N Total | 1,074,442 10040
%;'? True the high proportion of those reporting "no occupation )

loses much of its significance, if we bear in mind that the Jewish
immigration consisted largely of permsnent settlers. "Its family
movement is incomparable in degree and contains a larger relative

proportion as well as ebsolute number of women and children than

3 , 4
any other immigrant peop%ea" The percentage of skilled labor, the
highest of all immigrent people, takes on further significance when

we notice that out of 590,257 reporting an occupation, 67% belongl
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to the former categorye "Thus by far the most important occupation-
al group was that of the skilled laboreﬁi". These were represented
in thirty-five trades, the largest group being that of the tailors
(57%). Garment workers therefore composed practically one=half of
‘the enbire body of skilled laborerse

Some Zg the above facts receiwe further elucidation in the Lol

lowing ‘teble:

Vil, Professional Strucbure of Tmmigrant Jewish Workers
ag woell as Non=Jewish Ones, 1900~19256e

Branches of Industry Jewish Workers Non-Jewish Workers -
Total % Total %
Garment 362,642 608 388,722 2246
Woodwork end Uonstruction 84,683  14.2 430,526 2501
Metal 46,336 78 317,171 1844
Food 424501 Tel 134,661 ey
Jowelery ,wabehmaking 9,582 1.6 10,121 006
Printing 9,282 1.6 17,631 1.0
Leather 8,017 led 11,344 067
Miscellaneous 33,000 5eb 409,185 238
Total 596,043 10060 1,719,361 10040

Wé.thus gee that the largest section of Jewish workers wero
in the needle-trades, Out of the 339,925 immigrent tailors regise
tered in American ports from 1900-1925, ebout 65+1% were Jewishe
T4 is of course true that the vast majority had not been employed
as such at home but since they were coming to rolatives who were
engaged in the clothing industry and hoped to work alongside of
tham;'they already regarded themselves &s belonging to this cate=-
gorye Yet the significance of the above teble lies mostly in the
fact that it helps to explain the limited function of the Jewish
workers in the American labor movement, for fully 95% oféZhem Wore
concertrated in what may be considered the " ight" indusbriese
A more detailed anslysis of the occupational distribution end the

growth of the various branohes of industries into which the immiw

-
grents penetrated from 1900-1925 is found on the. following ﬁﬁé@.
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IMMIGRATION T0 THE U.S. OF JEWISH WORKERS, ARTISANS, ETC.

Occupations 8 aFh
12 R 5 s 1 8 b it
7,031 1,300 1,818 1,617 1,527 2,559 804 662 1,917 “H‘;
5,981 1,811 1,284 1,152 1,570 1,874 799 379 1,999 |
6,110 1,704 1,285 1,183 1,462 2,618 808 375 235246
9,223 3,315 1,614 1,680 2,177 2,600 1,131 380 2,363
16,426 3,814 2,763 24574 3,885 - 44,652 1,970 361 8,464
22,334 3,657 3,824 34496 5,320 - 6,289 2,849 620 4,596
18,418 5,845 2,353 2,339 3,780 5,462 2,297 1,880 . 3,495
21,779 6,877 2,606 2,765 34954 5,394 2,287 2,373 3,534
14,882 3,578 1,931 1,858 246158 3,161 1,287 1,948 2,416
6,862 2,259 1,125 945 1,251 1,578 582 1,250 1,574
12,852 4,375 1,955 1,693 2,069 2,644 1,145 1,927 2,580
12,681 8,043 1,829 24,003 25333 2,841 1,220 1,369 2,635
12,1586 6,462 1,881 1,895 1,933 2,142 976 1,214 | 2,897
15,408 7,282 24569 2,407 2,712 5,135 1,423 2,285 34842
19,798 12,403 2,814 2,797 34584 3,737‘ 1,827 3,349 44,843
l. Men tailors 6. Carpenters and Builders
2 tiomen taillors 7. Painters and Glazers
3+ Shoemakers 8. Fammers and Farm hands
4, Bakers and Bubchers 9. Dealers '
5« Lock and Blacksmiths
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 SECTION THREE: ADJUSTMENT TO AMERICAN ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

It was not merely a fortuitous ciroumstance that the new immi-
granbs concentrated in the large cities and formed ghettoes in New
York, Philadelphie, Boston, Chicago eand Cleveland, or that by 1890,
about 136,000 out of the 200,000 Jews in New York City were crowded
into the East Sides It was natural to expoot the distribution of
the immigrant population to follow the same lines of industrial con=
centration within the country, end at that time, the industries
were largely to be found in the Easte About 70% of the Jewish ime
migrants likewise remained in New York Oity because that was +the
best place to wage the struggle for economic survi§§1¢

But the metropelis had another ettraction: it was the center
of the needle industries, which soon became the main employers of
Joewish labors The infiltration of Jewish immigration into the
clothing industries, however, followed an old pattern, for it seems
that they were the first resource of each of the alien races that
arrived in this country, the more recent arrivals driving out the
older employees, and all using the sweat}ng system as a stepping
stone to more lucrative fields of endeaigro The manufacturing of
clothing was predominently an immigrent industry as far as the la-
bor material and the capital invested were concerned, It was star~
tod by immigrent tallors from England and Germeny, was in turn de=
voloped by middle=class Jews from Austria, Poland end Russia and
was later carried on by other immigrant groups. "It is extremely
probable", writes Rubinow in 1906, "that at present the E@jority

of Russian-Jewish workers toil for Russian-Jewish employers"s

And certainly by 1890 the Jews Had gained the entire control of the

49
clothing industryes Their role, moreover, was far more constructive
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than that of the other national groups, for they created new methods
. of division of labor and specialization of brades in the manuface
turing of clothing in order to hasten and make cheaper the process

of productions

g - , We find that the development of the needle indusiries céincim
v early '
ded with the great Jewish immigration of this/beriod. This is 1l=
51

;2:' lustrated by the following tables
ViIIe Progress of the Clothing Industry in the U.8,

Men's Clothing 1888 1890
| Nos of Establishments 6,466 18,658
& , No, of Workers 111,389 243, 857
. Wages Paid $45,940,352 $111,389,672
» Worth of Products $209,548,460 $378,022,811

Women's Clothing

= Nos of Establishments 562 1,224

s Noe, of Workers 25,192 42,008
. Wages Paid $6,661,065 $18,812,787
Worth of Products $22,924,894 $75,042,010

The next table also shows how prevalent the needle industries

L were among the Russian Jews in New York in the early part of the
E. 52
3 twentieth centurys

o IX, Occupational Distribubion in New York
Men. Women Total
Dreosasmakers 314 1,948 2,262
Hat & Cap makers 278 208 576
Milliners 68 668 736
Seamstresses 1,286 4,021 5,307
Sewing mechine operatives o 273 273
. Shirt, collar & cuff makers 1,043 509 1,662
1 Tailors 20,323 34304 23,6237
Total in needle trades 23,312 11,021 34,333
Total in menufectburing & 44,160 14,362 58,522

mechanical pursuits &8.,8
Per cont in needle trades 52,8 7648 5846
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The following facts will help complete our picture of the ade

Jjustment of the Jewish immigrants to the industrial conditions of
Americas In the 1880 census, out of 133,756 tailors, the foreigne
born eonstituted 61% of the total; in 1890, they formed 71% of the
185,400 then in the country., The increase can be ascribed largely
to the heavy tide of Jewish immigration. In the 1910 report, Jows
formed in Baltimore 30%, in New York 25%, and in Chicago 13% of the
persons to be found in the c¢lothing industrys Turthermore, Jews
lead all the other nationalities in the number of immigranth;ailors
from.1909-1930, forming in the decade 1901=-1910, as much as 69% of
‘the totzin

We can readily understand why_the,Amerioan'workiﬁg class was
afraid lest the immigrants reduce wages and upset the structure of
trade unionisme In fact, even the general Executive Board of the
United Gorment Workers, consisting with one exception of Russian
Jews, adopted in 1905 a resolution to the effect that fhe increoas=
ing immigretion lowers the living standards and represents a menasce
to the existing unions and consequently it favored the illiteracy
test and the head tgi, However, it was not long before people re=
cognized the Russian-Jewish workers as a fighter within the ranks
of the American labor movement and an effective force for the betw
torment of the working oonditigzs.

'1n the early days of the 1880s there dddoccur one or two ine
stences in which the Jewish immigrents threatened to come in serious
conflioct with the cause of the Americen laboring class, as in the
’New York longshoremen's strike of 1882, Since then, however, "Jews
ish workers have been amongst the most faithful members of the vam

rious trade unions of the country" and among the foremost in the

struggles in behalf of the working class'! interests, writes Abe
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Cahan in 1906e TFor the Russian immigrants had acquired familiarity

with the principles of organization in their home country. The 1905
strikes, for instance, outmstched the labor union record of any
other country at the time, involving as they did about 3 and & half
millions workers, The Bund, as we have already seen, also served
as 8 good training grounds

It 48 no doubt true, as some observers have pointed out, that
the Jewish workers were not always femiliar with th8 demands of pro=
letarien discipline nor filled with class=consciougZess. No sharp
1ines of demarcation existed between the workers and the contrace
tors, who themselves had formerly been employees and who often served
a8 tools in the hands of the mAnufacturers, Yot the report of the
Trmigration Gommission of 1907-10 indieated that "practically 36%
of the total number of clothing workers in New York were orgenized,"
of these, 60% were Russian and Polish gSWﬂ. In the country at large,
on the other hand, only about 25% of the male wage earners were af-
filiated with trade unionss The report of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics for 1902 also showed a total of 20,000 workers in the
specifically Jewish unions of the Borough of Memhattane If woe con=-
sider that the total membership of the unions in the same borough
was about 150,000, the prominent role of the Jewish workers in the
metropolitan labor movement will be easily apprgziated. This ques=

tion will, however, be discussed at greater length in the Tollow=

ing chapterse
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ANARCHIST AND SOCIALIST INFLUENCES
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Introduction

The general trade unions in this country erose, as in -the West
Furopean lands, prior to the appearance of Marxist parties. The
Jowish labor movement, in contradistinotion, came into being, fo=
thered by the various radicel and intellectual elementsithat had en-
tered the country along with the great streems of East European ime
migration. In this respect, it approximated developments in Russiae
The Jewish Socimlists, and to a lesser degree, the Anarchists, felt
it was their historiet ask to organize the masies, though their
propagands met with a great deal of resistence at first, Yet they
strove with unbounded idealism to overcome the indifference and the
competitive individualism of the newcomers, meny of whom were still
full of nostalgis for the old home or dreamed of possible emergence
from their present economic sbatuse " Intheir work they were of
course aided by the unbearable shop and tenement conditions and by
the natural growth of class-consciousness among the exploited of
the sweat shopse

The increased influx of immigration after the 1905 Russien Re-
volution removed a great deal of the difficulties that stood in
the way of Socialist agitation, for the second generation of arri-
vals hed already experienced in some measure the benefits of orga-
n;zation and Marxian thought in the old ghelbtos. The Bund had been
their training center and the struggle against the Czar had gerved
8s their school master. It was during this era that the Jewish la-

bor movement came of age end prepared itself for the brave economic

battles that swept throught he needle tradese
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True enough, radical influence had some negative qualities too
and was not always of beneficent value to the Jewlsh wage~earnerss
There-were always those with ready-made blue-prints for the build-
ing of a better society who were impatient of any deviation from
their vieis, and who used the labor movement as the battle-field
for their Utopiss. Yeb, despite their faults, it was these dreamers
and so-called visionaries who must be fully eredited with molding
and welding together what was then the largest Jewish working class
in the world into an eduscated and self-counscious social and econo=
mie force.

In addition to the influence exerted by the Russian revolu=
tionists abroad and in this country, that of the German radicals
contribubed guite a bit to the ideo}ogical growth and cultural ene
lightenment of the East Side reSideits. Most, Honas and Shewitch
were idolized by the Jewish intelleotuais. The United Germen Tredes
served not only as the model for a similar organization smongst
the Jewish laborers but also quickened the latbtter's progress in
agsimilabing Marxist theory,

In this fact perhaps lies the uniqueness of the Jewish labor
movements Its militancy, advanced politicel consciousness and high
educational level are no doubt due to the influence exerted by the
various radical groups who regarded the working class as the crea=
tor of a new social and economic order. Sdoialist and Anarchist
alike, in this period, found a ready and fertile soil wherein to

sow the seeds of new dreams and hopese
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SECTION ONE: THE RADICALS SPLIT INTO TWO CAMPS,1880-90.

The outbreak of pogroms in 1881-2, which served as the harbine
ger of the new policy of oppression in Russia, once again aroused _ ya 

the wenderlust of the Jewish masses., "Our poor classes have only

hope left for them, that of leaving the eountry. ‘'Emigration,
Americat', are the slogans of our brethe?n." Thus was the cry raised
in ‘the provinces of Russim. And as the flood=-gates were lifted,
a veritable tide swept across the ocean and deposited its cargo ab
our shores.

Tt was at this time that the "Am Olem" movement, the first so=
cieby of its kind to plan the regulation of Jewish immigration and
to direct certein of its streams to productive work on farms in

: 6
Palesgtine or Amerioq'came into beinge Its founders endeavored to

bring order out of chaos and to help recongtruct the Jewish fubures
Particularly noteworthy was the work of Michael Bekal and Moses
Herder who formulated in Odessa, on Shabuoth of 1881, the idea of

establishing agricultural colonies in the United States. "Our

thought was to live in the open instead of being tshut-ins' who
lived an artificial life,..bo become tillers of the soil and ‘thus
sheke off the accusebion that we were mere petty mercenaries, live
ing upon the toil of others", writes one of the moving spirits of

this movement,

Though it was purely natiomalistic in sentiment, a number of
revolutionary-minded youths won an influence emongst the wvarious
emigrating groups that were formed under the auspices of the "Am
Olem" orgenizetion, The former even proposed to establish Commue
nistic fa;m colonies in this countrye They also agitated amongst

the other immigrants, conducted discussions and constructed plans
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for their future co-operative existence, Thus, the Odessa contine-
gent, consisting entirely of Socialist-gympathetic elements, pre=
pared the constitution #f its projected colony while still in Brod,
which was at that time the center of emigration. Some even began
living in & co-operative menner while waiting for passage in order
thareby to provide an example for the otgers. The number of these
redicals, it is true, was small and perhaps of insignificant weight
in the midst of the huge migration; yet they lent color and the
aura of idealiém to the motley mass struggling for a new economic
foothold in a foreign laid.

Colonies were soon founded in Louisiana, South Dakota, Kensas,
Oregon and other states. "They all went through the same experien=
cos-==g premature birth, a brief struggle, and a more or less vio-
lent death"e The only survivors of that pericd of "storm and stress"
were those established in the soubhern part of NGW'Jigsey. 0f the
three Communistic colonies that sprouted in capitalistic america,
the best knovn was "New Odessa" in Oregon, which existed from 1883
to 1887, Perhaps its outstanding resident was William Froy, & mnon-
Jowish Russian immigrant, who preached the "religion of humanity",
i.e, the emancipation of mankind through individual moral selfe
improvement and the growth of human brotherhiid. But the opposiw
tion of .the more-radical minded members of the comwune who did not
share his disavowal of the revolutionary struggle, compelled him
and his followsrs to depart., Soon, however, finmancial difficulties,
the desire for city life, the back~breaking labor and other prob-
lems brought an end to this interesting experime%%.

Yet all thé lebor of these dresmers was not entirely losbe

Together with those intellectuals who at once settled in New York,




they composed, upo® <their return to the metropolis, the "mucleus

of the group which turned its attention to industrial and soecial
problemig&) Thus was their idealism utilized bo spread light among
the Jewish masses in the couiiry, Leedership and guidance were ine
deed the greatest need of the East Side wage earners. For they md
braved the stormy oceans seeking protection against poverty and per-
secution. Bub their sweet dreams soon faded. Life was very brutal
in the new home. The ghetto soon became for the whole country the

15
"gymbol of suffering end human degradation's

The Radical Inteliectuals as Pathfinders

Under such circumstences, the intellectuals, who had been stu-
dents or members of the liberal profesgions at home, at once deve=
loped into a vital, fermenting force amongst the newcomers. Natu-
rally enough they had to contend with the psychologiocal unfitness
of the Jewish masses as well as with the conservative tendencies
of their religious and cultural enviromment. For both the skilled
artisans and the warious classes of merchants and middle-men had
been éubject to ‘the influences of small-town life in Russia and the
isolationism which & compact communal life fosteigd. Though the
hope for immediate emﬂncipation_was shattered by the reality of
American conditions, many proletarians still cultivated a strong
desire for independent business careers and accepted the shop as
a purgabory to be endured for the time béing onlye Furthermore,

they did not form receptive material for Socialist propagenda, es=

pecially during the end of the 19th century, for the hegomony of

the old spiritual tradition was still strongly established in the
Jeﬁish:neighborhood. Radical agitabors were often attacked as

"misslonaries" as a result of the vituperation which the conserve-
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tive newspapers, such as the "Yiddishe Gazetten" leveled against

theme Invectives were often hurled ageinst them because they held

meetings and smoked on Friday night, as well as allowed men and women

18
to be seabed together,

Similarly, at first the "early traces of class feeling in Amer=

ica on the part of the Jewish employees as against the employers

were of social rather than of economic origin®', The clothing man=

ufacturers were German Jews who btreated the Russian immigrants with
an admixbure of disdain and benevolence. Their countrol of the cha=-
rities which dispensed aid and jobs only served to emphasize the
yawning abyss of soeial and economic distinction.

Yot it was not long before the indstrial experiences of the
new arrivals lead them to accept more radical philosophiess It is
of course guestionable whether economic forces alone prejudiced the
Jewish wage earners in favor of an acceptance of radical trade une-
ionisme It wans not the process of Americanizigion per se or the
recognition that the hope of escape from the slum and the tenement
shop to Russia or to the status of a businessman was fubtile that
created a sympathetic response boward the agitation of the various
shades of Socialist thought. As we have indicated before, the land
of their origin played an important role in shaping their attitudes
and aspirations, The revolutionary upheaval in 1905 was "followed
ﬁith bated breath and with wrought-up nerves" by the Jewish immi-
gran#s in Amsiica. At that time & chain of sympathy betweent he
Bund end the workers here was forged and strengthened, Events in
Russia servedlas o constant reservoir of hope and optimism, from

which the toilers of the sweat shops drew upon mamny ocoaslionsge

The triumph of the reactionary forces likewise drove to these




shores many who had been steeled in the sbtruggle against Czarism
and who soon transfered their ardor to the new field of activity,
though at first they remained aloof from the local labor movemente
We must also bear in mind thet the petty-bourgeois nature of the
ghetto Jewry in itself inclined the East Side inhabitants to espouse
tho couse of the social revolution in its various manifestations,
despite the fact that their religious culture would not indicate

that "any large proportion of them would embrace radical princie
22
ples"e

But it was primarily the intellectuals, the active and enthu~
siastic propagnadists, who came here largely for political and ide=
alistic considerations, while the "mass of the Jewish immigrants
wes animated in the main by economic motiges", who shaped the des=-
tiny of the Jewish labor movements They reached out toward the mas-
ses and took & keen imbterest in their immediate needss Though they
were often mere dreamers, lacking in an undersbanding of practical
matters, they menaged to oreabe werking class organizations which
beceme the bearers of the Socialist idezﬁo

Tho inevitable took place. The Socialists and the Anarchists
arraﬁged lectures, published newspapers, lead strikes, carried on
campaigns against the sweat shops and interpreted the meaning of
the new enviromment., "They tried in every way to win The oonfis
dehoe of the workers, to stimulabe their sense of independence, to
arouse in them a demend for befber working and living oonditiigs."
As a fesult of this deep concern and active interest, they won the
leadorship of the Jewish workers and became the connecting link

between them and the radical political orpanizations. At first

these'intellectuals themselves possessed no clear formulation of
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social philosophy,but, under the influence of the German sections !
f:éfr - of the Socialist Labor Party and the Anarchist groups of New York
= City, they slowly began grouping themselves into wellw-defined schools
of bhought. It was not long before friction developed as well bet= aii
ween them, often with disastrous results, 1
A glimpse into the conditions of the immigrants as portrayed
by Weinstein and Kopeigff offers the bast‘explanation for the reaw-
diness with which the former greeted the preachers of social changee
Upon arrival in this country, the refugeos were set adrift in the

empﬁy spaces of the "free hotel", Castle Garden, which served in

the same capacity as does Hllis Island today. Here they waited for

those opportunities of employment which were provided by the wealthy

manufacturers, the philanthropists of the "Hebrew Immigrant Aid

Society"s They were as helpless as sucklings at the mother's breasts,
28
writes Alexander Harkevy, who was one of theme The executive com~

mittee of the HIAS could only supply them with meals and meagre ones

at thate The fortunate ones, however, were drafted into the sweat
29
shops to become as they styled themselves, "Columbus! proletarians's

Upon oocasions they were also utilized as strike=breakers by employ-
ers who called upon the charitable instibutions to fill their dep-

. 30
leted labor supplye

There is, however, on record the first sympathy sbtrike which

the‘immigrants conducted in June, 1882, as a protest against their
being lured into employment opportunities as scabs, After several
hundred had been inveigled into working omn the docks with the pro-
mise of good pay, a worker inadvertently walked out into the neighe
.boring street one day. When the bodily assault by the strikers re=

v

vealed the nature of affairs to the immigrants, they convoked a
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meeting, end there decided not to work but to join in the degon-
gbration of the longshoremen as a token of proletarian solid;iity.
But such dremefic gestures did not repeat themselves for same
time, The sweat shops soon exacted a heavy todl by ruining the
health and dempening the spirites Work was not a premium, if one JL‘
were willing to toil long hours and receive low wagesSe Poverf%y
and heartless exploitation thus became the daily lot of those who
had expected to discover riches and happiness in this land. Their
homes were like prisoms, without sunshine, light or air, the majo-
rity of them already condemmed in 1886 es & menace to publio5iea1th.

Still the masses bore their burden meekly and humbly, in the mean-

time storing up discontent for fubure eurptions.

$he First Symptoms of Organization Appear

A Jewish labor movement herdly existed at the time, The in=-
teliectuals, not being well-grounded in theory, were themselves in
o state of confusion as they came under the impact of the contra=
dictory views of Frey's Positivism, Felix Adler's Ethical Oulture,
Jo#n Most!s Anarchism and Alexander Jonas?! Social-Democracye. This
mental dilemma was to be expected, for the mejority of them had
come in contac? in Rugsia mostly with Narodism, & vague and diffused
mgvément in itgglfo

‘But they did mot sit with folded hands. On July Tth, 1882,
the first Jewish-Socialist mass-meoting was held in this cgﬁntry.
It was sponsored by the "Jewish Propazanda Society", which came
into being as a direct outgrowbh of the sympathy strike referred
to above, As its manifest purpose was to spread Socialist propas
gande amongst the masses, it naturslly invited several German Socimle
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Democrats to eddress the patherings But the sensation of the eve=
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ning was provided by a 22.-yeor=old immigrant, named Abraham Cahan,
who concluded his brief remarks wifh an urgent plea for using the.
Yiddish language to reach the massgg. A woek later he accomplished
this feat in a locture on Socialism, the first one to be delivered
in this Longue in the United States, |

Many obstacles in time arose to impede the progress of the groupe
The ignorance of the immigrants, the witriolic attacks of the con=
sérvative press and the effect of Frey'§ philosophy in dempening
revolutionary ardor caused its early da£Zse. New ones, however soon
began to sprout. -The "Russian Workers Society", esteblished in June,
1884; and dedicated to self-enlightenment and the founding of co=
operative shops, recruited its following from among the more aris-
tdcratic olements of the colony, the intellectuals and the better-
paid Wofﬁers. All the discourses were naturally held in the Russian
lenguages. Cahon and L. Miller then orgenized the "Tabor Lyoceum",
as they did not approve of the diluted program which was advaunced
by the ReW.Ss They preferred to enlighten the public on the probe
Lems of the workers rather then to foster the interest in mere self-
edueatggn. In 1885, the "Russian-Jewish Workers! Society" made itbs
appesrance, appealing primarily to those eager to approach the Jew-
ish masses more closely through the use of their nabive tongue.
The brothers Gretch, who were identified with the Socialist Labor
Party, were its guiding lightse

All of these were more or less ephermeral organizations. They
wore limited in scope and confined to a narrow circle of adherentss
Tt was ‘the "Jewish Workers! Society", formed on April 19,1885, that
at lagt understood the true need Zg the times and clearly approci-

oted the significence of its function. In addition to carrying on

the cus%omary agitational wWork, its founders considered the issumce
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of an orgen and assistance to the trade unions. The radicals fi=
nally wore feeling the need of a mass basis, as théir predecessors
were also realizing in Russia. Perhaps the rising tide of labor
initiative which swept the country in connection with the strikes
for the 8 hour day was the direct cause of this new orientation.

In this respect it is interesting to note that J.W.S. issued a bro-
chure in 1885 on the importance of this dem:id.

| The "Jewish Workers! Society" filled aomost vital position in
activizing the Jewish masses between 1884~8;. It arranged lecbtures,
took parf in the country-wide agitation for the 8 hour day, brought
the immigrents into conmtact with the general labor movement and es-
sayed the thankless task of trade union organizizion. In 1886 the
campalign against the sweet shops wes initiated with the creation
of the "Anti-Sweabing Leazﬁe“, The efforts to elect Henry George
as mayor of New York City likewise evoked the full=hearted support
of the J.W.8., though the single-tax philosophy was far from being
acceptable to its radical-minded members. But the united upsurge
of the progressive forces in the metropolis, which came in answer
to the Chicago Heymarket tregedy and its aftermath, gould not help
but’ sweep elong in its weke the Jewish workers as welle Within a
short time, however, the J.W.S,, the main center odradioal prope.gass
da. for almost four years, was dissolved, partly due to the crisis
in the inecipient Jewish labor movement, caused by the industrial
stendstill, and partly to the Socialist-Anerchist cleavage that

was splitting apart the radicel intelligentzia into two opposing

45
factionse

The desire to establish a working class orgen was also not ful-
filled, Instead, privete newspapers, sympathetic in tone and cone

tentsato the Sepeialist ideal, made their appearance. The first
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Jewish weekly of this kind in the United States, the "Naye Zeit",
lasted for four issues during the summer of 18?2. The "New York
Yiddishe Volks Zeitmng", on the other hand, published weekly by
two worker~intelleebuals, survived for almost three and a half
years. It endeavored to maintain an impartial attitude to thet wo
radical groups that were developing but soon gravitated inthe gone
eral direction of the Socialist winge In its columns it presented
theoretical discussions of Socialism as well as o systematic popus
larizetion of the various natural sc%gnces. It reached a circula=

tion of about 5,000,

Socialists and Anarchists at War

The struggle for supremacy which the Socialist and Anarchists
wore conducting within the confines of one general movement had to
break its bounds, Differences over goals and techniques created a
gap that could not be bridged. This feeling corgequently culmina=-
ted, in 1887, in the formation of two distinct end antagonistic ide~
ological groups. This was.an inevitable development, as we shall
see, The Anarchists had already organized at the end of 1886 the
“Pionee?s of Freédom“, which won quite a following during the trial
of the Chicago mavﬁigs. Indeed the ground had been well prepared
for the appearance of this oggenization, For stimuleted and inspired
by thé dynen Le ieadership of Mpst, the Jowish Anerchists had increased
their mctivities in the Bast Side to such an extent that they rec-
ruited a host of sympathizers and supporigrs. They also exerted
a stronger influence on the workers than did the Socialists, becanse
of the petty-bourgeois psychology of the Jewish proletariats Unlike

its non-Jewish counterpart, the latter is more attrected to revolu

tionary phrases and desirest o extricate itself from its economic
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status with one blow, as it were., Such an atbtitude makes it more
receptive to propaganda which does not stress the persistent, daily
ecénomic class-struggle but which exalts the heroic deed as the on-
ly possible form of emancipatione

The prestige of the Anarchists among the broad sections of the
Jewish masses continued to grow. Social gatherings, debates and
discussions brought thelr message to many eager listenerss A dife
ference of opinion has, however, arisen as to th%gxplanation of
the great suceess which accompanied the efforte of the Amarchistse
Burggn claims that it was due to the wealEh of speaking and writing
talent that clustered around them. Kopefgff,'on the other hand,
accuses Burgin of indulging in sophistry and credits his comrades
with possessing more intense enthusiasm for their ideals and s rOam
diness to devote all their energies to the dissemination of their
viewse.

The Socialists also banded themselves together and formed the
8th branch of the Socialist Labor Partys In their propagaends thgy
stressed political activity, the value of strikes in improving the
lot of the wage earner and the function of reforms within the pre-
sent capitalistic orders They could epproach the question of orge=-
nizing the trade unions with a clearer comscience, for they believed
that only as the workers' increasing needs were met %hrough daily
strﬁégle would the labter learn to desire the new Socialist societys
It ié true thet the Anarchists also "worked like bees", aiming to
improve the material ooﬁditions of ‘the magges, but they found it
much, -harder to reconcile their views with practical activity in the
labor movement, vAs a result, the Socialists afber a while consti=-

. 56
tuted a more influential group within the trade unionse
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The two hodies of radical opinion also expressed.conflicting
views on the question of religion. Whereas the Socialists consiw
dered matbters of faith a personal affair, the Anarchists conducted
"spiteful propagenda" against religious observances, according to
Burgigz Kongoff, howeveyr, conbends that such an approach was ne=
cessary in order to free the working cless from dependence upon a
supernatural power. Atheistic circles were formed because some
felt that the backwardness of the Jewish workers sbtemmed from their
religiousLenvironggnt. The process of enlightening the Jewish mas-
ses was therefore considered to be part and parcel of the classe
struggle.s It was with this thought in mind that the Anarchists bew-
gan to issue in 1889 special Rosh-Heshona leaflets, entitled "Tew
filah‘Zacnh", which contained parodies on the prayers of the High-
Holydggs. These attacks.on religién, which contimued till 1893,
preached that salvation would not come through the powsr of God
but by means of the social revolutions Thus, in one of his vere
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ses, David Edelstadt, Anarchist poet and editor, declared:

i

"Each age has its new Torahe-

Ours is freedom and righbs;

And we consider it the greatest sin

To be 2 meek, submissive slave,

We also have our new prophetg=e

Boerne, LaSalle and Karl Marxe"
Yom Kippur balls were also held to draw the Jewish workers
awey from the synagogue. These, however, encountered the stubborn
opposition of the Orthodox elements, who called to their assistance
the Jewish muniocipal officials, Neither did the latbter hesitate,
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according to Kopeloff, to depend upon the police power in order to
prevent the festivities from taking place.

Soon the Anarchists felt the need of a tribumne, which would

be a sounding=-board for their views. Thus they became the first
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to issue a strietly revolutionary organ when their weekly "Werheit"
made its appearance in the early part of 1822. It, however, lasted
only five months and reached a sparse circulation of 28500, The edi=-
tors wanted to give it the character of a nonwpartisan radical or=
gan but failed to carry out their inbtentions. Finencial difficule
‘ ties.and lack of support amongst the intellsctuals soon sealed +the
doom of this journalistic endeavore Incidentally, some of Edelstndt's
poems which appeared in its columns were put to song and used by
the revolutionary organizations of Russia for propaganda purpoggs.
In the meantime, the Socialists had participated in the 1888
election campaign but with disappointing results. The candidates
of the Socialist Labor Perty received the smallest number of votes
in the Jewish districts. This might be explained by the fact that
many sympathizers in the Bast Side had not as yet becoms naturalized
oitigens. Another factor was no doubt the refusal of the Tammany
Hall politician, the most redoubtable foe of social progress, to
give way so easily. No trick was left éﬁééne, no corruptive prac-
tice was overlooked by the regctionsry foreces in the endeavor to
steal the elections, Though sooner or later these caild not pres
vail against the rising tide of Sodialist sympathy, they did serve

: 65
at first to slow down its progresse

The Press Beoomes ‘the Bone of Contention

The erisis in relationship between the Socialist and Anarchist
elements came to & sudden and dramatic expression in 1889. If any
prospects of healing the breach between the two factions had exis-
tedfprior to this year, they readily venished afterwardss The two
groups henceforth withdrew to their own spheres of inberest and hmre-
dly every crossed each other's path, except so far as they still

., la
ocompeted for influence within the Jewish edbor movemente
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It was the question of issuing an orgen of radical opinion

" that precipitated the split, plthough the debates between the Som
cialists and the Anarchists in the trade unions as well as at the
sessions of the United Hebrew Trades had already intensified feel-
igz. As ‘the need for a class-conscious press was recognized by every
one, there was elicited a very favorable response to the convention

. which the "Pioneers of Freedom" called on December 25, 1889, in New
York City to consider the very pertinent issuce ThiS'wasrthe first
large~scale gathering of radical Jews in the United Statgg. Though
it ended disastrously, it revealed the growth of progressive senti-
ment amongst the Jewish immigrents in the provinee as well as in
the metropolis. Forty-odd delegates, representing about %2 organie
zations, Socialist, Anarchist and trade union, came together to
determine the character of the newspaper that was to be publishede

The sessions, st all times marked by heated comtroversies,

lasted for six days and nights., The Ansrchists pleaded in behalf
of an impertial paper, in which both currents of revolutionary thought
would be reflected, while the Socialists poinbed out the irpracti-

_ecality of such a venmbure, According o Kope?gff, the former main-
tained that one group alone could not bear the burden of issuing
g periodical end that it would also benefit the workers bto £ amile
Aiarize themselves with the various tendencies alive within the ra=
dical movement. Yet there are grounds for suspecting their true
_motives. It seems that the slogen which they raised was more of a
sbratagem, for the Anprchists saw their hold upon the trade union
movement slipping and were most pnxious to recoup some of their
lost prestzge. |

‘But their maneuver was not successful, for on the seventh day
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- the gathering broke up, when the Socialists defeated thelir proposal

by 21 to 20 votes, "Instead of two parties that had come together
with the purpose of uniting in a common undertaking, there now ox-
isted two antagonistic ca;;s". The Socialists, boasting the support
of the Jewish unions, appeared from the very beginning to be opposed

to the project but merely desired to utilize the occasion as the
72

_rallying=point for their followers, claims Kopeloff, Be that as

it may, the new year began with two conventions and two sharplyw
defined factions. It also gave birth to two working class periodicalse
Now the conflict broke out in all its intensity, for in addition
to ideologicel differences, personal animosities had also developed
during the hectic sessions.
. The Socialists decided to publish the "Arbeiter Zeitung" as

a weekly and for that purpose brought o&er Philip Kranz, famous
editor of the London radical Yiddish periodical, to serve as its
editors The paper was greeted with a great deal of enthusiasm upon
its appearance on March 6, 1890 and was soon recognized by the
United Hebrew Treades as its own spokezgano About a thousand dol=
lars wes also received from the Germen unions to help launch it upon
its career. As yet, howsver, it did not speak‘officially for the
Socialist Labor Party, althoggh it did express its ideology. Its
éurpose was proclaimed to be: the establishment of a society ou the
basis of freedom, equality and brotherhood, which was to be realized
through the use of revolutionary forcei and re;irms.

= The Anarchists in burn published the "impartial" "Freie Arbeiter
Stuﬁe", beginmning with July, 1890, It was soon, however, outdis=

‘tanced by the glowing success of its competitor. Financial diffie

culties beset its progress from the very start., It could not abbract

’
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the broad masses, for it falled to provide a clear and concrete an-
swer to their daily needs.‘ It indulged in revolutionary rhetorie
and.diSParaged the daily struggle for e conomic gainse “Betber to
strike for a free world than for a piece of a slave's bread", dec-
lared one of its ediigrs, It is therefore easy to understand why
it was soon relegated to a secondary position in the labor press.

The circulation of the "Arbeiter Zeitung", on the other hand,
increased from three to six thousand. The reason for its enthsias=
tic reception is selfwevident; it bwought enlightenment Yo the Easbe
Side toilers and offered a helping hand in their economic conflicts,
However, its cribtics point out that its vulgar sensations and pop=
ularixations in particular appealed to the backward masses. It fol=
lowed en opportunistic line in expressing an abttitude btoward reli-
gious questions, whereas the Anarchists were more outspoken in
sharply attacking what they considered to be a subversive influence
in the class-struggles Similarly, the Soocialist organ did not ire
ritate the toiling masses by calling abbention to their defects and
shorteomingse. The worker was exalted as a sort of supermen, bo
whom all the re¥olutionary parties ought to ther.

Thus the polemies bhetween the two weeklies continued. Both
factions sought to win the approval of the public, as the compéti-
tion between the periodicals became the center of inte;'estw Very
often the Socialist end Anarchist ideal was lost sight of in the
seramble for readggs, But by the end of the decade, the star of
the Anarchist movement was begimning to dim, as the Jewish workers
became engrossed in the daily struggle for existence and th%éreams

of & quick transition to the Socialist order faded in the reality

of the ‘tenement house and the sweat shops




SECTION TWO: INTERNECINE STRIFE WITHIN SOCIALIST RANKS, 1890-1900

During the last decade of the 19th century, the Anarchists lost
considerable ground and presently remained without a mass basis.
For as the Jewish workers! colony became acclimated to the American
surroundings, they ﬁurned to more adapteble forms of atruggle against
their intolerable conditions of lifes Though both factions compe=
ted on more or less equal terms in the early part of the nineties,
it was not long hefore the Socialist elements pushed to the fore-
ground aund monopolized the sympathy and adherence of meny more Bast
S8ide residents than their opponents dida

Were it not for the faet that they could not maintain inuner
harmony nor solve their petty disagreements in amicable fashion,
the Socialists would have capbured the entire Jewish labor movement
end built a solid, compact body of class-conscious citizens. Peace,
however, prevailed within their ranks only from 1890 to 188%. From
that time on till the end of the cenbury, the Jewish workers were
treated to many a spectacle of factional strife and personal ani-
mositye. Indeed so much partisan feeling was engendered that to
this day it is impossible to delermine the basic 6auses of the 1895
and 1899 splits that arcse within the Jowish section of the Sociaw
list Labor Party. All the available accounts merely reflect the
prejudices of the werious protagonistss

As a reaction to the quarrels of the leaders and as an answer
‘to the needs of the workers for brotherly warmth and co-operation,
the Arbeiter Ring soon came into exisbence in the early years of
" this degide. Two cloalkmekers conceived the idea of a fraternal or-
ganization and therefore established, with the help of a dozen others,

83
the "neutral® Workingmen's Circle Soclety of New York in March, 1892,
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Its aims were: ls mubual aid in case of sickness or death; 2. the

furtherance of the education of the members; 3. the establishment
of co—opgrative enteyprises, All of these arose out of the econo~
mic, social and cultural status of the Jewish workers at the timee
The third objective was, however, soon abandoned, on account of the
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failure with the barher-shop co~operative, Lectures and discussions

~were held bi-weekly, chiefly on natural dciences, for +though the

society was open to progressive workers and intellectuals only,
its members sought to avoid those controversial issues which were
instigating serious dissehsions within the Jewish ilabor movggeﬁt.
It is interesting ‘to note, by the way,’that the constitution of
this society was copied from thet of the German "Workingmen' Sick
and Death Fund Organization", esteblished gg 1884,

The progress of the Socislist movement remained unimpeded for
a good number of years. Its vote in the Jewish neighborhood grew,
its organs commanded the respect and loyalty of several thousand
réaders, its activity within the United Hebrew Trades and affiliae
ted unions established its prestige, and its contact with the in-
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ternstional revolutionary movement broademed its outlooks At the

&uly; 1891 convention plans were formulated for the issuence of a
monthly scientific journal, the "Zukunft", while at the end of 1893
interest was centered on the publication of a dally newspapers
Lectures tours were likewise sponsored bthroughout the country to
propogate the socialist meszzge. Anvattempt was even made to form
é.national association of Jewish workers in 1891 under the name

of Hebrew Labor Federation. This, however, proved abortive, because

: 88
the province was as yet not prepared for such a taske

Perhaps the most dramatic gesbture was the appointment of Abe

,éahan as delegate to the Breslau Inbernational Socialist Congress




in 1891, where a very inveresting controversy developed over the
attitude of the radical forces toward the Jewish questggn. It seems
that Cahan, whose leaflet on the Jewish labor movement in America
for the first time brought the latber to the attention of the lead-

ing Socialists, introduced a resolution, in which he asked that

anti-Semitism be condemmned. But a number of the delegates, whose

acquaintance with our people was limited to the top Jewish bourgeoisie

of the West Europesn lands, were very outspoken against it, with
the resulﬁggzz oomproﬁhise resolubtion as accepted called to task
both philo-and anti-Semiigsm. Racial incibation was also severely
criticized and the Jewish workers were urged to join the bocialist
rankz%

The crisis of 1893 which wreaked havoe among the Jewish trade
unions, creabing unemployment and poverty,.again revealed the im=
practicality of Anarchist agitation. While the United Hebrew Trades
orpganized relief committees and the Socialists sought to relieve
the misery which spread through the working class quarters, the
Anarchists used the occasion to call for revolutionary uprizgngs.

This no doubt contributed to undermine their influence among the

Jowish maBses,

The Revolt against the "Clique"

In the meantime, however, the intermal dissension of the Soci-
alist group was gathering momentume As most of the drame was ene
acted against & background of developments within the pgeneral la=
._bor movement of the country, it is first necessary to call atten~
tion o the rise of De Leon as a power within the wocialist Labor
Party and to the new trade union policy which he advocateds When
Socialist infiltration into the American Federation of Labor was
rejocted by ‘the 1889 convention, efforts were made by De Leon to

intrench his parby within the rapidly-declining Knights of Labore




But when this abtbempt was similarly rebuffed, he ushered in s new
era of dual unionism. It wes then that the Socialist Trade and
‘Labor Alliance came into being in 1895,

All this time De Leon¥ound in the Jewlsh unions a loyal cham=
pion of his tactics. They jolned the Knights of Labor under his
direction and later rallied to the banmer of the S.T. & Lehs, when
the convention of December, 1895, threw down the gauntlet to the
conservative hrade unions., Thus the 25 labor organizations asso=
ciated with the United Hebrew Trades at first formed the very backe
bone of the new Socialist labor federatiom. But within a few years,
many withdrew, when certain elements within the S.L.P. came out
strongly againat oppositional ungins. Whether or not this develop-
"ment was a decisive factor in quickening the dis-satisfaction with-
in the Jewish Socialist branches is hard to determine, for again
we are confused by the conflicting accounts. Yet there is no doubt
but that it contribubed to the controversye

Events leading up to the 1897 split might be econstructed as
follows: ' When the "Arbeiter Zeitung" began to appear in 1889, its
control was vested in a publishing assoclation, whose membership
was naturally limited to Socialists, It was within this group that
the civil war broke out, For the supervising board was evidently
assuming too much power. This aroused the resentment of others who
were eager bto assert their own influence over the Jewish radical
movement, Yet there were many other complicating factorz as well.
In the first place, there existed sharp personal antagonisms which
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only later developed into differences over principless Secondly,

a number of members who had left the shops and entered professional

careers formed a kind of intellectual aristocracy that held itself
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aloof from the ordinary shop toilers. rAs a result, an imtellectual
barrier was created between the two gggupsa Pinally, those who
lived in the province were dissatisfied with the greaber atltention
that was being lavished on the acbivities of the New York bggies.
Though the supervising board was also accused of f£éllowing De Leon's
directives, the evidence is not conclusive. It may have been that
this issue was dragged in at a later stage iﬂthe development of hosg=
tilities when the question of De Leon's uncompromising tactica was
already agitating the movement at laEZe.

The December 30, 1893 couvention brought all these cross-currents
of discontent to a head., Louis Miller, leader of the opposition,
accused the supervising board of being a @lique, solely interested
in mainteining its position of dominance and conspiring to steal
eway ‘the newspaper from the orgenizations that had established gi.
Of course MilleﬁFad some personal grievances too but he received
his main support from.fhe intellectual elements, the popular wri=-
ters and oretors who were spreading the Socialist message. The late-
ter believed that the members of the supervising board were usurping
power, while they were engaged in their propagandistic liggr.

Yot the convention, it would seem, ended with a wietory for
‘the supervising board, for the only action teken was to urge all
Socialishs to enroll within the "Arbeiter Zeitung Publishing Asso-
ci;%ion"o Another imterpretation, however, reads to the effeet that
the heated discussions ended with a "compromise resolu%ggn“. A mo=

- mentary cessation of hostilities was established when the first
Jewish Socialist daily in the world, the "Abend Blatt",appeared on
Ootbber 14, 1894, under +the editorship of Philip Kranz. But Miller

and Cehan were determined to pursue their aims. Though Cahan claims
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that his interest in combatting De Leonismnlead him to engage in
103

“this conflict, another writer, who served as a member of the supers

+ vising board, maintains thet friction on account of De Leon's tac=

ties did not fully mature +ill 1895 That Cahan was disappointed
at not being appointed editor of the "Abend Blatt" and therefdre
persisted in his oppostiomal attitude Lo the leadership of the pub=
lishing agsociablion, is the latter's contenigin.

Another log was added to the fire of faotional strife with
‘the appearance of the "Emes" by the Boston Socialist forves in 1895,
A most prominent gentleman from London, one of the first Jewiséoég-
cialists in the world and a pioneer of the English-Jewish labor

movement, whose writings gave form and expression to the suffering

end of the Jewish toilers, Morris Winchevski, was appointed to the

- editorship, soon upon his arrival in the country. He had joinéd’

the opposition most likely because of his antagonism toward Philip

Kranze Though at first the "Emes" was meant to be restricted to

oducational and literary features, the new organ was soon enmeshed

in the controversy of the day., Its 15th issue cont?ined an arti=-
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cle by Winshevski which rocked the entire movement, This was the
first of a series pointing out the same defects which the opposition

had been exposings For Winchevski had become "the storm=bird of

the revolution'against the publishing association and demanded that

control of the press be wrested from its hands, The "Abend Blatt"

‘neturally did not let this action to pass by unnoticed. AS a ree

sult, friction was further intensified,

Soclalist-Anarchist
Thq’faotions sought to embroil the Arbeiter Ring Socieby in

their partisan quarrel, with the result that by 1894, the previous

comitment to neutrality was gradually counverted to an open sympabthy

- for the Socialist organizations and press. Notices of its activities




ceased to appear In the Anarchist paper; yet the Socialist orpgans
still regarded it as a "step-child" in the move;g;t, peying but
scant attention to its development, although it contribubed to strik-
ing workers and to the periodiiggs. The Arbeiter Ring, however,
did not participate in the inner squabbles of the Socialists,

The 1895 convenbion sought to air the entire controversy and
to esbablish a modicum of peaceful reletionships. But other irri-
tations arose to plague the delegates. Representetives of the
Jewish unions were not permitted at the sessions, beceuse of their ‘
favorable attitude toward Delgzon. The opposition endeavored again -
to bring the leaders of the publishing association to task, or rather,
in the words of another ocommentator, to institute reforms in the
Socialist ;iggs. But 1ittle headway was made and both sides there-
fore consented to present their views before an arbitration commite
tee, to be composed of members of the S.L.P. national executive
committees

Eighteen sessions were held by this so-ocalled court during
the month of January. The decision in the main consisted of the
following provisions: le. the books of the Associlatlonshould be su=
pervised; 2, the "Arbéiter Zeitung" should become the official ore
gon of the S,L.P. and the appointment of ilts editor be confirmed
by the party executive and the publishing association; 3. the same
editors were to remain at their posts on the daily, weekly and
monthly organs; 4. the Association should take in new mem%iis.
The opposition, however, was not satisfied with the ruling of the
committees Cahan resigned his position as editor of the "Arbeiter
Zeitung", though he had promised to abide by the results of the
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conferences, He declared that the publishing association was not




mede up of elected representatives of Sgaialistd organizations and
as such did not give full expression to ‘the views of the mgi%gnt.
Things were at a sbtandstill again. The Association made an effort
to correct its faults, while peace overtures were again extended

by both sides., However, the establishment of the wocialist Trade
and Lebor Alliance, with its consequent fostering of oppositional
unions, still kept the atmosphere charged.and full of tension, Nonew
thless the immediate problem of the 1896 elections brought a tempo=

rary lull in hosbilities.

Factionalism Takes ibs Toll

The strained relations at last reached their bursting point
at the January 7, 1897 convenmtion, at which bo*bhkt’actions matched
their strength for the contemplabed seizure of powsr, The opposi=
tion tried to have about thirty new members admittﬂbd into the
Associabion, in order thus to facilibate their winning contrel of
the gathering. Both groups maneuvered for a fa¥yorable position
and hence disagreed as to the count of balleots for the chairmanshipe
Other differences also developed with the result that the disoon=
tented elements left the meeting and issued a wery vituperative dec-
laration, the "Manifesto of 52" againsgt the Associ;iion. Mileh
points out in his discussion of these events that the majority, 71
persons, remained at the meeting, that the manifesto contained very
vieious language and thaiFt was not even signed by meny of the 52
individuals who withdrew from the conveniign.

This abrupt break-up of the Jewish Socialist movement upset
maxyy of the rank-and-file who were at a loss to khOW“with whomi. o
side, Yet thbugh the accusabtions of the opposition againat the
so-called cligue were not entirely warranted, the Jewish workers

were full of faibh in their intellectual leaders and so believed




~ that the "Abend Blatt" had been captured by a small circle for nar-
row and personal inteiigts, A Bocilalist Press Soclety, organized
by the opposition to issue a new organ, won immediate support. Ab
its first conference about 25 orgenizetions were represented. Wgrk
was at once begun on the new project. Atbtempts at establishing peace
on the part of the S.LeP. execubive committee failed. With the ap=
Ipearance of the "Vorwarts" on April 22, 1897, under +the editorship
of Cahan, the split became final and irretrieveable,

Sharp polemiés were of course conducted by both Socialist or=
gans., A énetral association of Jewish workers in opposition to the
United Hebrew Trades that had joined the S,T. & LsAs was established
by the oppositional elements as %211. The demoralization of the
movement grew space. De Leon tried to have the "Vorwarts" group

.expelled from the 8,L.P, but was defeated in a refer¥idum of the New
York membership. He then carried through & re-organizetion of The
distriots which enabled him to dispose of about 300 meiégrs. This
‘prepared the ground for the amalgemation of the expelled faction
with a new party, the BSoclal Democracy of America, Which Debbs had
organized but a month before in ghicagos The union was consummated
at the end of July, 1897,

The intemse civil-war which had raged over four years took its
tolle The constant Wickering weakened the trade upgions and the vaw
rious Socislist boéizs. A great deal of energy was expended in needw
less mud-slinging and attacks on personalitiies. Instead of offering
-guidance and ieadership to the toiling masses, the factions quar-
,feled over control of the party organs and individual glory. But

‘the cheos thab reigned during the decade did not come to an end in

1897, Soon, the gemeral Socialist movement was torn with strife,




a8 the question of the ST, & L.Ae became the bone of contention
 between the follkowers of De Leon and his opponentse The Jowish com-
radés wore likewise drawn into the melee, with further disastrous
.results to their influence among the Jewish workers.

As a result of the division that developed within the S.L.Ps
between the De Leon adherents end those who did noth;AWO eye with
"him on the trade union issue, a second split cut through the deple-
ted renks of the Jewish sections. De Leon's followgrs maneged to
obtein combrol of the "Abend Blatt". This therefore led to the
ostablishment of the "Volks Zeitung" in September 22, 1899 by the
"eangaroos®. This sobriquet wes given by De Leon tolthose who fought
his policies. The new organ which was récognized by the United
Hebrow Trades (this central body had already severed its relations
with the 8,Te & Lels)declared open war ageinst the spirit of De
Leonism, which, it claimed, was disrupting the unity of the moveiigt,

The "Abend Blatt" conbtinued to lose influence until by April
12, 1902, it terminated its existence, The reason for this is due
in papt, according to one writer, to the fact that its editor
fought ageinst the weve of Jewish chauvinigm which swelled up within
the New York ghetto as a result of the Dreyfus gffair end the Spm ish-
American v%rii?. The "Vorwarts", om the other hand, it is maintained,
played upon the sympathies of the masses, while its editor cultivated
a species of yollow journalism, The libel case brought by the pub-
lishers of the "Yiddishe Tageblatt" against the "Abend Blatt" als o
contribﬁted to its early demise, Likewise, since most of its taienb
. joined the forces of the new opposition, the inexperienced writers
were at a loss fo ma.intein the periodical bthrough these eritical
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The final outcome of this second imner party conflict was the

union of the new Socialist Labor Party opposition with the Social
Democratic Party in igglo Thus at long last, the vast mejority S r
Jewish Socialists were once again together under a common banner,
with the exception of a smell minority that still maintained its
allegiance to De Leon, The Socialist Party that emerged out of this
‘union in July, 1901, henceforth claimed the full loyalty of the Jew=
iSh radiocals, althou@%ﬁﬂmn@ts were still being made to revive
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the dying Anarchist movement. New tasks now faced the Jewish Soci=-

alist forces as the twentieth century opened. Before, however, we
turn to a comsideration of the next decade's activities, it would

be in place to discuss the role which the Yiddish literary figures

of this era played in arous ng the Jewish workers to the struggle
‘ ageinst their miserable lota
y ' For, it must be borne in mind, that the entire Yiddisqculture

in America is a product of the Jewish labor movement. The Jewish

radicals, in addition to their activity on the economic front,
f‘ developed, through their educational efforts, the taste of the
nasges for artistic literature, a modern theatre and a mabure
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- labor presse.

The Writers Develop Spcial Consclousness

Not only did the Jewish-Socialist press serve as an educative

~element of greét value in the Ghetto bjjextending the intellectual

 ¢J ’ horizon of its inhabi%ggts but the works of the poets and shorte
étOry writers also helped in a large measure to arocuse the Jewish
ﬁasses to strugéfg. Thus was created, perhaps for the first time
in America, a social-conscious literature, that took the miserable

- shop conditions as its constent theme and reflected the bivber tore




ment of those that literally “"sweated" out their lives. The Yiddish
writers deseribed the conditions under which their people lived,
their manners, problems and ideas in a direct, simple, unpretentious
manmer. “They merely tell without comment the facts they lkuow

For the most part, these faocts are gloomy and sordid, often light=
ened, however, by bhe sense of the ridiculous, which seldom entirely
deserts the Jew; and as likely as not rendered attractice by feeling
and by beauty of oharacteriziﬁgon".

When we consider that the vast majority Qf the immigrants at
one time or another had experienced the sweaizghop, it will not be
hard te understand why the latter impinged itself so ﬁuoh upont the
viddish literature of the time. The shop was their world and their
life wes oircumseribed and rather unhappye Thig made the Russian
Jows of the Bast Side into Mroalists iﬂviterariogaith“ and helps
to explain the gloomy strain which predominated in the creations
of their literary arbtists. The appearance of the poets and story
writers of the 80s and 90s thus mmrked”a further step in the growth
~of Jowish culture, at the same time That the proletarianization of
the Jewish masses ushered in a new period of Amerioan-Jewishliistory,
The two marched side by side, indicating the close rolationship of
art to soclal conditions.

The first working-class poet and perhaps the outstending liters
ary figure of the Jewish radical movement was Winchevskl, whose syme
pathies ran the gemut of many ceuses from the Haskalah to the Commu=

nist movements. Ie was one of the founders of Jewish Socialism in

-.England and later played a significant role in Americen radical cir-

cles, Ten volumes of his collected writings atbest to his versatility

as author of poems, stories, dramas, feullitones, fables, articles,
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epigrams, etcs, Though his erities wvalued his prose more, it was

the peetry that won him popular acclaim. He sang of the astruggle
of the masses in a simple, direct manner, brimming with love for
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his people, He was & man of high culbure, conversant with world

“literature and master of his dialect. All his poems treated social

questions and the misery of the lower sbtrata of society. Yeﬂ#hough
‘he had a promounced Socielist bias, his piclures are drawn true to
iifeo Though he often describes Jewish life, this is but an acci-
dent of his themes, for only his language is Jewish. "Bverything
else is of a universal mabure end the freeing of socleby from the
yoke of oppression is the burden of hislgings."

The most orlginal poet of the time was Morris Rosenfeld, a
simple and sensitive talent, who himself suffered the privations
.of hunger and back-breaking toils As he once declared: "I worked
in the sweat shop in the daytime and at night I worked at my poemse
I could not help writing them. My heart was full of biﬁternessg
If my poems are sad and plaintive, it is because I expressed my
own feelings and because my surroundings wiig sad"s His was a dy-
namic and voleanic bemperament, uncontrolled and unfettered by the
demands of form, deeply rooted in reality and possessing little imae
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o ginative or reflective power, He ubtered cries of anguish and des-

pair as he reproduced the things that he saw in his surroundingse

A great sadness permeated all his verse. He might have been entirely
'neglected, had not Leo Wiener, a professor of Slavic Literature at
Harvard, introduced him to the world through a prose translation

éf his "melodious threnodies" in;2298e Though he condemned the pre-

senﬁ order of things, he did not grind any particular axe. He only

railed against ‘the iniquity of the swaat shop and the destiny that




compe}éed him, the masbter of the pen, to become the slave of the
needige Thus Rosenfeld in "wearyjaccents sings to the maimed spirit
of the Jewish slumse. It is a fresh, nai#%e note, the path?tie ory
of the bright spirit crushed in the poisonous air of the éﬁgtto.“

The Anarchists also produced two worthy representatives of their
couse: Ldelstadt and Bovshover., The former, though active in fhe
Yiddish Literature for only four years yet managed to sarve a niche
for himself. His poetry is very didactic, often full of praise for
Anarchists and other heroes of freedom "who heve fallen in the un=
equal combat with the present conditions of society". Only one poem
wes directed especially to Jewish readers,(though he appeared fegum
larly in Jewish orgens) in which he said that they "have escaped
from the cruel Muscovites only to be jailed in the dusky sweat shops
where they slowly bleed at the sewing maciiges". His verses, full
of "flaming protest against capitalism and seething pathos" were
sung by Jewish workers in Russia in factories, secret meetings and
at demonstrii%ons. Edelstadt, an atheist and inbernationalist,
regarded literature as a weapon in the struggle for emancipation
and therefore always used the éame themes, though he was quite suce
cessful in varying the form of the maberiale He died in his late
twenties in Denver, a sick and weary man, but his song in which
"roars o sea of human tears, mixed with the poet's blood"zsarved.

“as & model which was imitated by mamy new and younger siigers.

Bovshover belonged to the second pefiod of Jewish revolubionary

poetry, for he became active in the 90s. He was very much influenced
:'By the above-mentioned writers but later on was attracted to Emerson,
Whitman and Markheme At first he appeared in all radical periodis

cals, but after 1892 confined himself to the Anarchist publication,

"His literary careor can be divided inbo two periods. In the first,
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"each letter is a tear" and he wrote after the fashion of the pio-
neer radical poetse In the second, however, he was not as fanatie
cal and revolution-enthusiast as before., IHe begen living in a
world of dreams end manifested little interest in the concrete prob-
lems of life, becoming even indifferent to the fate of the Jewish
labor movement. He did not possess a fighting heart as did his
predecesgors, did not participate in polemics nor in the factional
quarrels of his time but longed afber his ideal of a quiet life,
devoid of cares. He ended his days, however, in an insane ;gglum.
A very unique talent was later discovered in the person of
Liesin, who also served in later years as the very capeble editor
of the "Ziikunft". At the end of the last century, though he was
a mere youth, he was already counsidered "an imaginative critie,
a viblent Socialist and an excitable lover of nature"s He possessed
a broad and in some respects a very thorough education. His was
"the poetry of Socielism and nature, and one formeee(was) as tur;
bulent as the othii%. At a time when the radical poebtry was full
of propaganda and abstract concepts,‘he introduced the lyrical ele-
ment as well as concrete expression. His social tendencies were
‘thus colored with subjective individuvalism which added verve and
spirit to his wri%%igSo

The short-story writers also helped to enlighten the Jewish
)

working masses. Thus, S. Libin, himself a worker, depicted with
great feeling and unfailing pathos and humor the sordid conditions

of Ghetto life, He pictured his environment almost naively, withe
146
out comment and without subtlety, in a way to draw btears, Iis sime
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ple sketches,contained in a small collection, were considered bo
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be among the best Ghetto stories written in New Yorke The shadow

ovev
- of the sweat shop hovers,hisStories and it seems as though Libints
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pen were dipped in the ink of human sorrowse Though he does not

possess very keen observation, vivid imagination or particularly
noteworthy sbtyle, he has one striking characteristic: a feéling of
sympathy and understanding for the weary and drudging figures whose
struggles he portraysa

Leon Xobrin, though he also won fame as a playwright, has been
termed, the "sebirist of tenement society". For "many of his skete
ches are satirical, some are rather burlesque deseriptions of Ghetto
types, and some suggest the sad 'problem' element which runs through
Russian 1iteratui2%. His sketches of LBuropean life were, however,
considered to be superior o fhose of the American environment.

As he himself explained:" When I described the life of the Jews
here, I saw wandering souls, whose form had not yet been shaped, i
and s life of chaos and confusione..and it is not a simple matter
to ereate images out of such cigis.“

Jacob Gordin was also active in both spheres of literary en=
‘deavor., He was a well-educated men who knew several languages and
literatures quite thoroughly. "His greater resources of cultﬁre
and his sharper nabural wit heve made Sf him by far the most prac-
ticed writer of theliit". In his skeiZies, however, he used literary
techniques to heighten the effect and remmined less true to facts
then his other .colleapues. There was too much of the theatriocal

and sensational spirit in them, while a number abounded with contempt

“for the America, which he often satirizeds
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SECTION THREE: FURTHER PROGRESS OF THE SOCIALIST CAUSE,1900-14

The development of Socialist sentiment in this country, as
measured by the inerease in the total ballot cast for its candie
dates from 130,336 in 1900 ‘to 641,789 in 1%?3, indicated that the
rodical movement was no longer confined to the foreign~born. A
combination of factors, among which might be included the concens
tration end trustification of capital, the emergence of the pettyw=
bourgeois class, represented by the radical inbelligentzia, as an
oppositional force against the existing order, the appearance of
"roform” parties, the Russian immigration and the agitation stimue
lated by the Moyer-Heywwod affair, contributed toward the further
enlightenment of the vast masses of workers and ‘the cultivation of
their sympathies for the partisans of soclal changee The Jewish
séction alone, it seems, did not fully participate in the upsurge
of the Socialist cause, for not all the scars of the previous fac-
tional battles had as yet been healed. The early 1900s remained
years of chags and distraction in the ranks of the radical-minded
Jewish worigzs.

Porhaps one of the causes of this standstill and even waning
influence on the part of the Jewish Socialists was their attitude
‘toward tp? trade unions. As Poigenbaum pointed out in the "Zukunft"
at this t;ge, many of them stayed outside the lebor organizations,
feiling to understand the lMarxian principle that since the uniomns
improved the workers! lot and trained them in the revolutlonary
struggle, they could well serve as a strong basis for Socialism.
The majority of perty members, furthermore, wore recruited from

outside the ranks of the working class and hence did mnot fullwappre=-

ciate the necessity of first winning their spurs, so to speak, in
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the daily economic struggles. Reviewing the approach of the Sociale
Democrats to the btrade union question for the past twelve years,
Feigenbaum indicated that a full cycle of changing opinions had
been reached and it was therefore essential to start with fundamen-
tals all over again in 1903,

Another contributing factor was the influence of Russian events
upon the East Side residents which lead to & loss of interest in .
purely local questionses The public was still engrossed in debates
concerning the relative merits of the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks
or the relationship of the Bund to the R.S.DsPs or olse was pulled
along by the nationalist wave which the Kishinev pogrom relészed.
The faet that many of the immigrants had not managed to become nabe
uralized might also ascount for the small Socialist vote gained fin
the Jewish quarter.l Thus, in 1904, though a spirited cempeign was
conducthed by the "Pirst Agitation District" in behalf of the populaer
Barondes as candidate for Congress, the wvobting strength mustgred in
the distriet, considered Lo be the fortress of radiealism in the
Ghetto, was far from satisfaiiiry.

In'the meantime, however, the Jewish lebor press was flouriging.
Particularly did the "Vorwmrts" grow in strength eand establish wide
conbacts with the working people, until it became "the most widespread,
richest end influential® Jewish peper in the %ggld. It was not a
party organ but claimed to represent the entire Socialist mowemente
In its early days, finencial and editorial difficulties almost
brought a quick end to its existence. But with Cahan's return to
© the steff, as a result of which it was converted into a more pigglar

paper, and the growing Jewish immlgration, its future become secures

The disappearance of the "Abend Blatt'" fron the newspaper market
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also removed a formidable opponent from the scenee Other smaller

periodicals were issued from time to time but nomne could survive

the struggle for readers end finencial supporte

A dis-satisfaction with the prevalling sbtatus of the labor press,
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nevertheless, was expressed in some circles. The Socialist papers

were critisized for catering boo much to the newcomers and for paye
ing too much atbtention to the growing subseription lists. The group
publishing the "Vorwarts" was blemed for the demoralization of the
movement and chastized for commitbing the same faults by virtue of
‘which it had broken away from the "Arbeiter Zeitung". Yeb it was
not necessary fo start new organs, as was contemplated by some ine
dividuals, but to convert the existing omes into serious and honest
spokesmen of the Socialist cause, the critics maintaineds
A1l this time the Arbeiter Ring continued to strike deep roots
among the Jewish toilers. Thus, the Workingmen's Circle Society
of New York with its two branches in Harlem and Brooklyn, totaling
‘about 300 members, orgenized itself as an order on Septe 4,1$§000
Soon, by the time of its first convention in March, 1901, there
existed nine branches, located in three states, with 644 members.
Tts spirit was "ome of solidarity of the workers and faithfulness
to the interests of their class in its struggle against oppreﬁiﬁon".
‘No issue was raised any more over the religious and philosophical
inelinations of the members, if we may judge by the membership call
issued by the provisional general secretary, himself a well-known
etheiste. Such tolerance was a concession to the need of building
a mass basls for.the organization, Perhaps for the same reason

“ and because the rank and file played such & dominant role in the

establishment of this order, factional disagreements were put aside
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éﬁd the doors were opened to all progressive-minded ecandidatess j

Though at firs£ it was ‘the weakest of the various sectors of 1
the Jewish labor movement, subjected to the indifference and oppo=
sition of meny elements, the Arbeiter Ring managed in the course of
time to surpass many of the other working class organizations. It
contributed toward the support of strikers,.the political campeigns
and various revolutionary funds. It also provided a forum from
which the workers end their children might be reached, although the
radical intellectuals for the most part looked down upon its acti-
vitiqs as not contribubing sufficiently bo the need of secial
chaiggo

Anarchism s a movement had already deteriorated in the 90s.
Yot it still exerted an influence as an educati®nal force., A nume
bér of intellectuals and sympathetic workers remained loyal to their
views and continued to be active in the unions and in the Arbeiter
Rings The "Freie Arbeiter S%Qﬁe" was revived as a weekly for some

time but had to cope with serious finencial obsbtacles. The pbdlice

_persecutions after MeKinley's assasination and the passage of a law

directed against the Anarchists by the New York Legislature soon

brought their activities to a close in the Jewish neighborhoods
Future attempts to broaden the scope of influence of the small sect
Were no more succéssful than previous one had been and the movement e
died & more or less lingering de;igo |

Suddenly, like & bolt of lightning, the Russian Revolution in

1905 cut across the cloudy skies of the Jewish labor movements The

events over seas served as a refreshing source of hope and confidence
in the ultimate might end ideals of the working class. Even before
this, however, close contacts had been mainbained by the immigrants -;

_with the Bund. A branch of the latter organization was, for instance,




102w

167 L.
esteblished in New York City in 19004 Such "andsleit" leagues for

“the support of the Bund, whose purppse was ‘to initiate the newcomers
into the local radical movement, conbinued to sprout everésﬁere.

In 1904, about 40 of them formed a "Central Association" to popula=-
rigze ‘the Bund ideology and to raise money for the movement in Riggia.
The other Russian parties also had their representatives and adhee
ronts in the country who conducted quite a hectic competition amongst
themselves, Labor leaders had also been sent since 1903 Tto mainbain
the ties that had been formed between the two lands and these toured
many cibies, addressing mass-meetings end winning “"souls" for their
respective organizatizgs. Finally, thousands of participants in

the struggle against the Czarist regime were themselves driven 1o
these shores and sooner or laber were recruited into the émerican‘
army of Socialism,

"~ But the defeat of the revolutionary wpsurge in Russia caused
thé Jewish workers to onceﬁgﬁfe divert their attenbion to condi=
tions in this country. Thus, in 1907, the "Jewish Agitation Bureau"
was estab%zihed. This was part of the desire to establish a special
Jewish Socialist orgenization, operating on a national basis, which
%a% felt by the immigrant Bundists and by those residing in the pro-
vinceﬂ. It, however, met with the opposition of those elements who
wished the Jewish workers not to isolate themselves from the larger
movement of which they were parte Yet the Bureau was founded and
soon was recognized, in 1908, by the Socialist Party Executive Cdmp
mittee as one of the language groups which were then being formede
Speakers were sent out through the country; yet the results of all
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this activity did not quite meet with expectationse
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Nationalist Senbtiments Come to Expression

From the few articles available to the writer, it seems that

the Jewish party members were groping with a serious problem, one
which the Jewish radical movement both in Russia and in this coun-
try was hard-presséd to solve. Every one recognized the need of
national organizations spreeding Socialism in accordence with the
language and psychological needs of the various groups but few could
determine what form these should take. In commenting on the aboveom
mentioned Bureau, & "Zukunft" contributor wrote that its organizers
did not have a clear goal nor well=formulated principles before them,
and thet it ftherefore failed to develop into a mass organizatione
To a certaein extent the idea of establishing a Jewish Socialist cen-
ter in Americae was indeed revolutiomary if we take into account

the cosmopolitan tendencies thet flourished in the East Side Cheltoe
Yot merely to spread propagenda in a language suited to the national
psychology of the Jewish peoplew£§ not enough.. A national Jewish
‘ Socialist aubhoritative body, orgenically united with the Jewish
laboring messes, and concerned with their social, economic and po=
rlitical questions, alone could meet the needs of the iZir.
On the eve of the third convention of the Bureau, Winchevski
therefore recommended that it become a federation of Jewish Socla=
. list propaganda societies, though not acting as a seperate politi=-
cal party. Within this organization, the new immigrants would re-
" eeive training as future members of the Socialist Party,for only
the Americanized elements should belong to the latler. Otherwise,
he maintained, the liguidetion of the present structure would be
the best way out; for ©the process of Americenization was making head=-

way among the Jewish workers, with the result that the leaders of
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the Jewish movement were becoming estranged from the Yiddish lange
vage and hence were little understood by the masses. According to
his proposal, the lenguage section would serve merely es the tran-
sitional point between the immigrant status end acelimatization to
‘the American environ;Zit.

The convention, however, rejected his proposals This step lead,
according to Winchevski, to the loss of interest and enthusiasm on
the part of the immigrants in the Socialist cause, for the party
was giving but scant atbention at the time fo the national questione
Ho therefore made another suggestion that a Jewish-American Socialist
Bund be created, which would provide a means for schooling the
Bast Side residents in the teachings of Socialism, as was done by
the German miggl.

Yot it wasn't until 1912 that the Bureeu responded in part to

vﬁhe suggestions which the above-mentioned writers forwarded. At
that time, though tﬁe Jewish working messes were showing unusual
‘resourcefulness on the economic front, their Socialist sympathies
‘were being expressed only at the polls and not through any direct
I'affiliation with the party. The reasons for this, aoccording to

one commentator were the following: l. too many were suffering from
the effects of Anarchism and were content with being mere radicals;
2, many were not capable of sysbematic and steady work in one field
of endeavor; 3. there were many ecbive Socialists in the unions who
| forgot their party o%EZina

The Jewish Socialist Pederation therefore ceme into existence

because the Sooiglist Party, recognizing the immigrant character

of the working class, was now re-organizing on the basis of the na-

tional auwbonomy idea. The national federations which it esbablished
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conbimed to remain under the authority of the party in general
matters but retained their independent status as respects their pro=
paganda and orgenizational form., They were represented thpough tvheir
secrotaries. in the national headquarters and had the right to appear
at sessions of the Executive CommiiLZe. At the time of its estabw
1ifsMent, the J.8.F, contained about 25 branches, with 700-1000 mems
biggo Yet, though it:grew in size ‘to about 2000 members in 1913,

its progress was somewhet disappointinge TIrue it gathered together
the existing forces, despite the poverty of talent in the organiza-
tional, literary end oratorical fields; yel the results were not
commensurate with the rapid strides which the labor and radical move=
ments were making in the country at large.

On the eve of its second convention in New Haven, the issue
remained as of old: how to convertthe widespread Socialist senti=
ment among the Jewish masees into a political factors For thirty
years the Jewish Socialist movement had been in existence in New
York City, yet it was not +ill the Federation came into peing that
the needs of the Jewish masses as such came up for attené?gn. This
1éck of concern was revealed, according to Winchevskl, in the fail=
ére of the convention to take action on the Bailis trial currently
taking place in Rusigi, Perhaps this fact was responsible for the
woak party structure in the East Side. The following reasons might
also have contributeds 1, The Arbeiter Ring was also active in dis-
seminating Socialist propaganda and hence many saw no need for affi-
liating with the party; 2. the trade unions were activaved by a ra-
dical spirit and lead by Socialists; 3. the more forward-looking
workers did notb beiieve in e specifically Jewish branch of the

182
* movements
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At last in 1914 wes the crowning success of the past efforts
reached ywhen Myer London was elected to the U.S. Congress. During
the past four years the Jewish labor movement had come of age, while
the labor press, Arbeiter Ring and the Jewish.Socialist Foderation
wore attaining their peak of effectiveness. The campaigns on the
East Side were being transformed into very drametic political
struggles between Tammany Hall and the Socialists, as the Republi-
cens withdrew to the background, When London ran for the third
time as candidate, there was a great outpouring of support on the
part of the brade unions, which orgenized special committees, col=-
lected money in the shops and matched forces with the crooked
Texmany politicianse Thus for the first time it happened that New
York €ity sent a Socialist to the House of Representaigges. This
indeed was a grand climax ég% a glorious epoch in American-Jewish

history and in the fortunes of the Jowish labor and radical moves=

" ment of this countrye




GHAPTER .FIVE: TRADE UNION ACTIVITY
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Introduction

The industrial base of the Jewish labor movement in this coune

try has been the clothing industry. It was not a mere fortuitous
circumstance, however, that the growbth of the needle trades coin-
‘cided with the vast influx of the Russian#Joewish immigreants in the
last two decades of the 19th centuiy. Though the menufacturing of
garments received much impetus from the Civil War and the inventién
of the sewing machine, it wa.s the abundant supply of human méterial,
willing to toil under ‘the most unfavorable circumstances, that was
largely responsible for the repid rise of this industrys.

The new arrivals concentrated in the clothing trade for a nume-
ber of reasons. In the first place, seventy percent of them remsined
“as,pefmanent settlers in New York City and therefore had to seek
immediate means of livelihood, As the metropolis was the center
of this industry, it naturally attracted the new wave of immigration
a8 it had the previous oﬂes. Thus, a study by the Baron de Hirsch
Fund of the New York GHetto in the 80s reveals that out of 21,979
pérsons employed, 78% were industrial workers, of whom 80% were en=
gaged in the various branches of the clothing industiy. Secondly,
the nature of the work was such that very little skill was requirede
This fact was perhaps one of the most vital factors in converting
a people of traders, artisens and "luftmenschen" into one of indus-
triel workers. Likewise, the past occupational predilections of
the Russian Jews no doubt contributed to their vocational tendens
cies in their new enviromment. |

Einally, 1t must be borne in mind that by 1880 most of the

Germen Jews who had played a dominant role in the second~hend clo-

bhing trade in the previous two decades had entered the menufacturing
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branch and by 1890 had gained entire control of the industrye Many

of these served on the immigrant-aid committees and naturally sought
to divert the stream of the new labor supply to their shops. The
imnigrants, on the other hand, handicapped by ignorance of the native
tonue, indisposed to work in factories, were more than eager to en-

tor establishments under Jewish managemente

Evils of the Clothing Indusiry

Consequently, the labor orgenizations which ceme into being
when these newcomers rebelled under the oppressive weight of the
swea’t shop conditions displayed traits which arose out of the nature
of the clothing industry itse?f. It is thersfore necessary to dwell
for a fow moments on the characteristios of this trade in order to
gain an insight inbo the obstacles thet confronted the pioneers of
JeWish trade unionisme. These were as followss

1e The seasonal character of the trade perhaps formed one of
its most serious problems. "Oubside of the two rush seasons of
three or four months each, there is practically no wgrk". During
the intervening slack periods, the majority of the workers were
thérefore placed on a part-time basis while the rest were discharged
from their jobs. The high turnover that thus resulted oreated a
te1uid lahor force' which was hard o organZze. Since meny of the
mﬁnufaoturers did not maintain their own establiskments, as we shal;
1a£ér see, they threw "all the losses of the dull period upon the
employees,..By means of this stystem, a mass of unskilled lebor (was)
effectively organizedafor ﬁork when wanted and cest adrift w readily
when the need (was) over's

2o The existence of small shops end the excessive competition

. 9
between them undermined -the earning power of the workers. For in
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this industry, large establislments had no great adventege over the
smaller ones. The latber could msinteinm their position in the field
since they¥ere less subjeot to legislative supervision and could
utilize the over~supply of cheap and needﬂy labor as well as take
advantage of the ignorance'of the foreign worker. , who was at the
mercy of the contractor, ofteﬁ of his own nationaligy.

3« The lack of cempetitive ability on the part of the wage ear-
ners and the existence of unskilled and organized workers always
ready to drift into the industry hindered the growbth of the labor
movemente: The sweat shop system and the fluctuations of the seasons
provented the development of a feeling of solidarity among the Jewish
toilerif Gains of strikes were soon lost in the slack period and
the large numbers of small firms necessitated a Thousand small
victoriese The large proportion of women workers in the industry
| (in 1880, there were 22,253 women out of 25,192 employees in the
ladies? garment induﬁiry) also impeded unionization, for the latter
“are much harder to organiiea

44 The clothing industry suffered from changes in the prospe=
:rity of the consumer and was thus affected by the various orises
that swopt the couniiy. 'Likewiée, the fashion trends played an ime
portant role, particularly in the millinery tréﬁe.

These particular manifestations of the clothing markets, and

the swealt shop evil in partioula% demanded unions of a h.ew‘types

' stfong and self-reliant ones that could exercise some control over
the industry. There was a grealt need for labor to "organize so
thoroughly a8 to provide the necessary cbhes%ge force" in an induse=

trial sector that was so chaotic and disorganizede 4And in partic-

alar was the demand urgent to uproot the sweating system that was
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valent in the clothing trade.

most pre
What was this system? It is best defined in the words of
Henry White, a former secretary of the United Garment Workers of

America: "The term fseating system! has a goneral meaning, but is

specifically used to desoribe a condition of labor in which a maximum

~of work in a given time is performed for a minimm wage, and in
which the ordinary rules of health and comfort are disregarded®,

This almost permenent institibion in the clothing brades, which
- "originated in the competitive struggle for existence of the immi=
grants and the poverty-stricken masses" and the insatiable.greed
for profit of the manufacturers came into being before the entry
of the Russian Jew in the garment induigry. It was en industrial
problem and could not be explained only in terms of the inferior
living stendards of the aliens or the racial characteristics of the
workers or the distaste of Jewish workers for the factory systen
with its discipline and regualr houiga Though the development of the
sweat shop was fostered in some measure by the mental and industrial
hebits of the Jewish immigrants, it was nevertheless due in the
main to the techniocal and business conditions of the tigdeg

Indeed every race has contribubted its quote of sweated labore.
For this system was established at the very beginning of the readye
made garment trade in the 1820s, though the immigration tide of the
80s did help to expend it to huge proportions. Nor was it restrics
ted to the meking of clothe;. Sweating is possible "in any induse
try in which are present three essential conditions: (a) a orowded
population in large cities, (b) contract work, end (c) inexpensive
 machinerys . .Newly arrived immigrants crowded in large cities are

thé_most helpless vietims of the system, and, b&&heir willingness

to submit to almost any terms of employment in order te live, are
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the source of a fierce competition which intensifies the very ovils
under which they sufgzro" The racial element is therefore not as
declsive a factor as some writers mistakenly maintain it is.

Very few of the large firms who conbrolled the industry had
‘the manufacturing.process done on their premisess There were mid-
dlemen in abundance who "contracted" to make up the cut garments
in their shops., The latber were usually quartered in their owm
living apartments or in condemned rear tenements., In this manner
was ‘the wholesale merchant absolved of all responsibility for the
industrial conditions of the workers, for the small shops wore not
subject to the state factory liﬁs. The contractor, harried by comw
petition, drove the wages of the workers down to the lowest level
pogsible, inereased the hours of toil and pald scant atbeunbion o
the tmsanitary conditions. Sewing machines were cheap, the process
of production simple and the capital required for the establishment
of such a shop was meagre indeed. Hence the contractor bedame the
one to whom the manufacturer shifted the burden of training and su-
pervising the immigrant workers and adjusting them to the seasonal
fluctuationse In this capscity he might have been of heneficent
velue to the individual menufacturers, yet he was more "like a pi=
raté (who made) raids upon the trade,leaving a trail of demoraliza-
tion in his weke',

Though sweabting was not coincident with any partieular induse-
try, it throve to a large extent in those which are "characterized
by ‘the large proportion of female lahor, the small ratio of oapital
to the velue of the product end the concentration in the cities"e
The following teble derived from the Twelfth Census illustrates

26
this point:
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Men'ts furnishing Shirts Cigarsd

.o i goods ‘ Clgarettes
Average No. of Workers 30,216 585492 103,462
Proportion of Women 83467 80673 36650
Proportion of Children 2006 2ell 3441
Ratio of Capital to Product 45498 41,43 43425
Prop. of Workers in Big Cities 83,70 6710 67410

The sweaber very often came from the ranks of the very people

he was exploitinge. In fact & very close intimacy was often estab-
lished between the "boss" and his workers. For the sweat shop at
first was a "patriarchal-tlandsman' institution®. Not until the , fﬁ?
growth of unions did clases develop between the two groﬁ;s. This !
has been well depicted in Asch's "Uncle Moses". But between the

weoalthy German manufacturer and the Russian-Polish workers there

existed & wide economic and social chasme "The manufacturer looked
down upon the worker with conbempt; the worker looked up to the
manufacturer with an enimosity born of deeply felt wrongs"s Thus,

"the class struggle in Israel was fought in the clothing industry
2

8
of ‘the nGW'worldQEB
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SECTION ONE: PIONEER ATTEMPTS AT UNIONIZATION, 1880=90

Though the vast mejority of immigrants, as noted, found employe
mont in the clothing industry, others tried to-eke ot # precarious
existence as bakers, cigar makers, house painters and factory wore
kerse For the most part without technical training of any kind,

they were left to the mercy of the employers. ™Merciléssly -exploited

by thein and despised by their Americen fellow workers as wage cubters",

they completely lacked self-asssertivensss dind the power of resiste
ance: Their living standards were abysmally low, while conditions
in the shops were intolerable, Their response to the agitabional
activities of the radical intelligentzia was also half-hearted.

. Por they could not quickly cast off the tradition of competitiwe ine
dividualism nor shake off +the influence of the conservative religious

. 30
culture whioch had followed them to the new landa.

In fact it "took twenty years of patient and persistent worlk
to educate the Jewish workers to a realization of the value of brade
unionism in peasce as well as in war, and it was not until about 1910
that the Jewish labor movement wes organized on & solid and stable
basiiﬁﬂnghe quntaﬁeous strikes of these early years were easily
quelled,éfor theuimmigrants did not ™anderstend the technique of

~organization and organized struggléﬁ}} They seemed to be M"dull, apae
thetic and unintelligiblé@}) It was only after they had become acc=
limatized bo their environﬁent that unionism received +their consise

tent supporte But until then they had to gfbpe ‘their way blindfol~

ded, as it were,
The labor movement of this country did not reach out & helping
‘hend toward the newcomers. 'We were cheap labor from Fasbern Europe

come here to reduce the American standard of livinge.eThe spokesmen,

5
B
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the interpreters of our grievances, were therefore drafted from our
own ranks", writes one of these pioizersa The new unions thét arose
ih.the clothing industry were thus dedicated to the Socialist philo-
sophy, for their purppse was not only to improve the immediate ma-
terial conditions of ‘the workers but also to prepare the ground for
the new social ofier. For the radicals were the only ounes who res=
ponded to the needs of the toiling Jewish masses. "Those people
spoke of us, wrote for us and'worked'with}?.Thus each one of our
»gatherings, whatever the immediate object, was an occasion for spie
rited propaganda for social justice in the bypadest sonse. In that
atmosphere our industrial orgenizetion was bornes We argued out
great social theories of the fubure before we discussed the 'small®
shop grievances of the daye." This is the eloquent testimony of the
present secretary of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of Amﬁggoa.

As o natural consequence of the initiative and interest sharn by

tﬂe redicals, "there was at all times a strong bond of sympathy bet-

ﬁeen the Jewish labor movement and the Socialist movement; most of

the organizers, leaders and speakers of the Jewish trade unions

ceme from the ranks of the Socialist Labor Party, end in return the

organized Jewish working men for a number of years heartily cooper=

eted with the party in all it undertook and promptly responded to
all of its appei?s"e

In one other respect did these immigrants differ from the gen-
%éral run of American trade unionists. They preferred the indastrial
structure of labor organization, although craft division did assert fj}
themselves from time to time. By and large, howsver, they may be h
regarded as smongst the pioneers, along with the miners and the
bféwery'workers, of the new indusbtrial unionisme

The first decade of the Jewish labor movement was not distitie
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guished by any unusual developments, except for the organization
of a central body of Jewish unions, known as the United Hebrew Trades,
in 1888, Till that time, sporadic attempbts were made to organize
the various trades inmbto which the immigrents had penetrated but
with little lasbting success. Thus, by 1882 there were about 2,000
Jewish cigarette makers employed in New York City, who served as
the first "guinea pigé?.‘ These were the envy of all the other wa =
kers, for, after passing through a short period of apprenticeship,
they former were able to earn about $10=12 d week, But when the
foremen began lowering their wages, they arranged a mass meeting
some time in 1883 end formed a union. However, it was short=lived,
for the leaders were soon dlscharged and the strike called in pro=
tost against this action was lost. The introduction of machinery
and the gismissal of the vast majority of employees was its final
death blgﬁ. During the seme year the Dress and Cloak Maker's Union
of Wew York called the first "immigrant® strike for a ten hour day
and a piece rate to allow a $15 weekly wapges The strike was won
but the union soon disintegrated. This indeed was the pattern of
Jewish unionism for almost twenty five years. The unbearable con-
ditions would lead to an heroic crusade by an "improvised orgggizaa

tion" which fell apart after the stfuggle was either won or loste

During the following year, the better-pald Hungarian-Jewish
workmen organized the Progreossive Taillors Union, the first of its
kind in the cigy. It affiliated with the Knights of Labor and con-
ducted a number of strikes, attracting several thousand eraftsmen
to its banners. In 1884, a special local of about 4,000 workers
in the Hast Side district wes also forigd. Abe Cahan gives-us a.

vory-vivid deseription in his memoirs of the first orgenizational
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meeting on the night after Yom Kippure In that same year, the first

general strike of tailors in the men's clothing trade resulted in
a vigtory, which helped to increase the union's membership to about
5,000,

The first union to be organiéed entirely by thq Bussian=Jewish
immigrants was that of the shirt makers in 1884$uwbﬁly slight improves
ments were, howewer, gained. The organization soon fell apart, when

. the intellectuals, who had been its founders, withdrew from the
trade. During its exisbence, the contractérs claimed s mutual in=
torest with the workers and wished to be inecluded in the union,

~But this did not meet with the approﬁal of the memberiﬁip.

The grealt upheaval which swept the country in 18856-6 likewise
found an echo in the Fast Side tenement shopse. On August 15, 1885,
the entire cloak trade of New York embarkéd on a btwo-week general
strike, lead by the Dpess and Cloak Makers'! Unlones This group was
organized in 1882 as aﬂ local assembly of the Knights of Labor and
we.3 destined in the course of time to become the backbone of the
Jewish labor moveﬁgnt, The “revolt for bread and bukbter", as it
was called, was sebtled by what seems to be the first "record of
an agreement and of an arbitration committee in the induigrg‘?j'The
strike marked the fusion of Socialist intellectual forces with the
raw working mass. For the radicals were eble to formulate the con-
fused demands of the embittered tailors and gave decided directidn
to their sponmbaneous outbuﬁzt. In that same year, the United Tallors
Union came inbto being and set oub to arpenize all the workers in
‘the garment indust;y. It founded five branches, won several Vice

tories against the contractors and reduced the working day to twelve

hours. By 1886, however, the Socialist members had menaged to repe
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lace the conservabive leadership because it appeared to neglect

the "higher interests of the working class, the struggle against
48
the wage system" and to form the National Progressive Tailors Uniown,
49
which affiliated with the AsFe of Le In the spring of 1886, the

general strike of the oloak mekers, which demanded the abolition
of th%sweat shop, met with failure, for the union lacked funds and
the contractors sided with the manufacturergg

The neﬁest recruit was added to the growing list of labor ore=
ganizations ﬁ%@n the Jewish Chorigters Union was founded by an ac- ) th
tive Socialist;\\;t remained under the supervision of the Jewish
Workers Society. \%hg chorus of the Jewish theatre consisted ab
the time of men and wgﬁbglwho worked in the dey time and sang abt
night. The union came in%ghbg}ng in 1886 when one of its members
was struck on the cheek by the %ﬁnager and instinctively sought some
form of protection against fubure miéltrcatmmnta . It so impweved
the position of the singers that the latéér»gave up their other
employment and devoted their full time to singing in the theatre

51
and the synagogue.

During 1886-7, shop strikes became the feature of the process

of "fixing prices" at the beginning of the season or when new styles

were introduced in the ladies! garment indmstrye Such "seasonsl

unionism" was not a very healthy phenomenon, for almost every year

the cloak makers were orgenized and every year the union went to
52 » o
pieces, The union of tailors also dwindled in strength, for though ‘ ﬁ@

thousands of ‘them were employed in New York, noﬂ stable organiznm
fion could be esteblished, Its failure was probablyFue to.s the - ’
lack of practical experience on the part of the leaders as well as

the sbsence of interest by the membership on account of the shifting




=118

53
personnel, This was a common curse that plagued all the Jewish

labor bodies at this time: the unions disappeared as soon as the
strikes were over. Yet agein in 1888 Israel Barski sought to re=-
organize the defunct union as well as to form a socieby of all the
20,000 tailors in America. He agitated for his pet projects at the

Hester Street "Pig Narket", where the contractors looked for wore

kers, and many other places. His plans, however, failed to materiaw

54
lize,

During 1888, a new trade was invaded by the apostles of unionism

when nine workers established the Hebrew=American Typographical Un=

ion of New Yorke. Its predecessor had been organized in the form

of & society; but, with the growth of the Yiddish press and the in=

- erease of activity in the trade, the time most propitious for the
emergence of a full-fledged union. Its demends for a ten hour day

55
and a $9 weekly wage were readily met by the employers.

Building from the Roolf Down

Yet by the end of the year, the sibtuation amongst Jewish wor-
kers was not very favorable for trade unionism. A number of the
unions hed been dissolved during the course of the summer, for
they lacked the necessary funds to maintain themselves during the
strikes nog*zzuléw£hey institute a system of mutual he?g. And ine-
deed it "would have taken decades to build a Jewish labor movement
from the bottom up, educebing the individual workers, forming them
into orgenized trade groups and finelly uniting theﬂento one Cow=
operating bodﬁ?g Evidently it was necessary to erect the structure
of Jewish unioﬁism'from the roof down. Thus, the 8th branch of the

Socialist Lebor Party originated the idea of establishing a central

labor body that would carry out this most vital task. The call
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issued by these founders announced it was time "thet the Jewish pro-
letarian should know the probection of a central labor union to
which he can apply for help in his many wage struggles, as well as
for advice as Lo how to attach himself to the ranks of organized
1&bo?§.

When Weinstein and Hillquit scoured the Bast Side in search
of unions, they could locate only those of the choristers and type=
setters. 1t was therefore a small band of men, consisting of the
delegetes of the latber, with representatives of the 8th and 17th
branches of the S.L.P. and of the Germen trade unions, that estab-
lished on October 9, 1888 the Tnited Hebrow Trades, the organization
which in time became the "spirituel and intellectual fountain head
of the Jewish uniogz." The United Germen Trades had served as the
original inspiration for the new organization, as Me.gidow, who is
eredited with being the originator of the idea, himself adggts.

At thalftime the Germen workers practically controlled several im-

portant industries in New York City and had also menaged to build

up & very progressive labor movement, which was inclined towerd

the Socislist ideale They exerted a very profound influance upon

the Russian-Jewish immigrants and were of considerable value in
the formative stages of their introduetion o unionisms

The platform of the U.H.T. maintained that the unions had ban=-
ded together for the purpose of "mutually protecting each other
sgainst the oppression of capital; and in order to teach the workers
that they can only be freed from the yoke of capitalism through ore
ganization in the trade union%, on the one hand, and ‘through poli=
tical struggles, on the otﬁixﬂd The demands made were as followss

f1.) the existing work laws were to be carried out; (2) an 8 hour
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working day; (3) no children under 14 were to be employed; (4) the
sweating system and contract work were to be abolished; (5) weekly
wage payments were to be made in money and not in merchandizing or
food; (6) equal pay for equal work of men and women; (7) health sue
pervision in the mines, shops, etc.;( 8) abolition of the punishment
for boycotting a firm and the removal of all privileges; (9) first
lien on wages in case of bankruptgg. This statement of principles
was later on used as a text for writing preambles by many Jewish
trade unions, Couched in Marxian terminology, it formulated the
epproach to contemporary economic and political problems which ?ham
racterized the Jewish labor movement that emerged in due tgie:f

Though only about 40 individuals formed the basis of support
of the U.H.Te at the end of 1888, the spurt of activity displayed
by its founders increased the number of affiliabted unions to thet
of eleven, with 1200 members, six months later. Neny strikes were
condueted during the year, perticularly iﬁfhe needle trades, as an
angry outburst against the sweating system swept through the ranks
of labors In fact during one period exbending for several weeks,
about 15,000 Jewish workers laid down their toolss The UsH.T. nate
urally played "first @#iddle" in bthese struggggs. By 1890, 32 labor
organizations had responded to the call of the new central ggdy.
Practically all the industries in whioch Jewish toilers were engaged
in substantial numbers soon felt the organizing arm of the U.H.Te

The ldeclogical clash hetween theléogialists and Anarchists
was soon carried over iubo thergqonomic‘front, as both groups fought
for supremecy in tbe.uﬁiéﬁs;” The reactions of an ordinsry worker .
to this atmoébhéée of narrow fanaticism and slanderous criticlism

cultivated by both sides was reflected in a letter sent in to the




wlZla

"Proie Arbeiter S%umé?;j The writer complained that the debaters

often indulged in personalities and hardly ever stuck close Lo the
67
issues involvede Some of #h@”more fanatic Ansrchists even carried

on an agitation agaipaﬁﬁthe Socialisteminded U.H.Ts and made an abor=
tive atbempt §9f6;ganize an oppositional central body. They soon,

however,/;eﬁiized that their hostile attitude would damage their

e

prestiéé in the eyes of ‘the Jewish proletariat and so made common
68
cause with the U.H,Ts

The organizational campaign which was now initiated among the
Jowish workers lasted for about three years, The U.H.T. played an

important role in these activities. Thus was shirt makers union

1+ Sooh
weed ab once re-organized and,became the pride of the Jewish masses,

as it conta;ned quite a number of oubstanding figures of the radical
intelligentggao Barsgki's hopes were partly realised when {the Tnited
Brotherhood of Tailors was soen fozged;” A dress and cloak makers
unions likewise came into being in l8g%. Similarly the $gtors wers

not forgotten, for their union immediately enbered the U.H.Ts and
received the latter's support in the conduet of a strike in 1889
85 woll as in the esbablishment of a co=-operative theatre, Their
status, however, always came up for debate at meetings, as they
did not reéeive wages but only a certain percentage of the proggtse
The bakers likewise felt the helping hand of the U.H.T. which set
up local 31 of the Bakers' Associastions The serious illness of o
worker which resulted from the miserable conditions of the shops
lead to an investigation and the passage of o ten hour day law for
.all bakeries in the stZie.

Even the Cloth Hat and Cap Operators Union, No. 1, now regar-

ded o committee of the U,H.Te in & different light. This particular




trade even by this time contained a small Gorman~Jewish element in
addition to the immigrants that entered the operating branch., Some
of the latter group had-come through Paris and London where they
had made contacts with the labor movements and were thus of a very
redieal mold. When the union was established in 1887, its leaders
were the German-Jews who looked down upon the Russian ones and
kept themselves at a distance from the Bast Side labor bodies., The
unionﬂ at first grew in influence but its seven strikes of 1889
weakened it considerably. It was at this juncbure that the aid

75
of the U.H.,T. was readily accepted,




SECTION TWO: GROWING PAINS, 1890-1900

Tn the decade of the hineties, the Jewish labor movement broke
its isolation from the American working class and freed itself in
some measure from pre-ocoupation with fundamental socio=economic
questions which Socialist and Anarchist influence had largely on=
gendered. It adapted itself to loeal conditions and came down to
gropple with the immediate problems of wages and hourss After the
first hesitant steps had been taken in the 80s, under the guidance
of the radicdl intellectuals, the Jewish toilers began the more dif=
ficult task of marching forward as a compact movement., Through he-
roic struggles and experimentetion, the masses learned the value of
permanent and steble unions that would not disband with the viebtory
or failﬁre of.a strike. In this sense, the 90s may be considered
as the period of “"growing pains", in which the unions centered
their atbention on the daily struggle for improving conditions Iin
the shops and did not allow themselves to become only batt%efields
for the ideological conflicts of the various radical factzgns.

This decade also marked the appearsnce of the United Garment
Workers and the International ladies? Garment Workers' Union, the
two netional bodies in the needle brades which bridged the gap sep=

arating the Jewish workers from their fellow Americans. It also

witnessed a comtimuous barrage of miniature uprisings apeinst the

"There was hardly e Jewish union
7T 7
is period"s fThe

‘oppression of the sweat shops
thet did not conduot a general strike during th
reagons-for-the above developments are to be found in the natture
of the industrial conditions” bhemselveu whlch”éponfaﬁeously brought

about these new adjustments of the parb of “the- Jewish t01ling meSe=

s that arrived here in the:

568, Yet ‘the - fact that the immigrants
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90s had been schooled more than their predecessors in the labor -
movements of RuSol& and-Bopland and more truly represent?d pProle=
tarlanmgtock mlghL also be adduced to account for the chgzges.

Among the outstanding struggles of 1890 were those of the cloak
makers, cep makers, knee pantsmekers, typesetters and tailors of e
men's garment industry. Three thousand closk makers, "the worst -
paid in the garment trades of New York City" revolted against the
intolerable shop conditions end organized during the course of a
nine-week strike the Operators and Cloak Makers' Union, NZ?l. They
had turned to the U.H.T. for assistance; as a result, a member of
the committee which was appointed by the latter, Joseph Barondes, ;&k
became dwery influential figure among the cloak maggrs. The manu i

facturers, however, “sensed the new and permanent workers' power', yf

especially as they observed the organized cutters (who formed the

more aristocratic branch of the trade) forming an alliance wnth |2
the less-skilled workers and agreeing to co-operate with each other.

As a result, the first lockout in the trade's history was declared

by the employers'! associabion. The union responded with a strike
82
which became one of the most dramabtic in the history of the trade,

The first agreement offered was rejected almost unanimously by the
cloak makerse In the meantime, the strikers had won public sympaw :
thy and were mﬁetlnb the wany hardhips with heroie debenanatggna - :
Even the press was at first favorable to the workers for they re-
garded the conflict as being merely between two immigrant ggiups.
The manufaecturers were finally compelled to aoccept & less favorable
settlement, since they were afraid to lose a good season and since
>both‘the cutbers and contractors had sided with the operatorss

Tine hundred knee pants makers also walked out, demanding

that their employers supply the sewing machines, which hitherto
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thoy themselves had been compelled to drag along as they shifted
from the various contractors' shops. This resulted in a victory
and ‘the signing of an agreement, When, howeder, an abtbtempt was made
by the workers to raise their $6«7 weekly wages and to draw in the
other non=finion shops, the "bosses" displayed greater resistance.
The latter did not hesibate to ubilize the police, whose tactics
of intimidation were much in evidence. The U.H,T. helped to defend
three workers who weré arrested and to revive the union which fell
apart after the strike was defeaizde

The cap makers, on the other hand, ubilized the favorable con=-
ditions of the market, which at the btime went on a spree because
of the populerity of a new style, to sign egroements with many shopse
The workers received high wages and the unioﬂﬁared welle But 8,000
tailors of the ladies'! cloak and suit industryvere confronted with
their first serious clash which took the form of a lockoute It was
a new experience for the workers and one that had many repercussionse
Tt left an indelible impression upon quite a number of them. It
"lasted three long monbths, in some factories four months and moree
There wore the terrific heat and humidity of the New York summer,
‘the ggl%ﬁemen's clubs, arrests, convictions, and, above all, star=
vation@%% But its w®lctory, bthough unexpected, "electrified the wor-
kers in the other clothing trades and gave the movement fogkorganiu
zebion tremendous impetus”, according to Joseph Schloss%gggo

A most curious event took place that year when the publishers
of the "Arbiter Zeibung" faced a strike on the part of their type=
setters, who desired an improvement of the wagest and hours! socale.
As little money wa.s available, the Socialislt publishers had expec-
ted the workers not to insist upon the usual stendards that prevailed

in the tradee. The union, however, held out for three days unbil it
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89 :
victoriouss It also achieved during the course of the year a nine-

hour day as well as conducted a strike at the "Frele Apbeiter Stume",
when a worker was discharged for demanding his wagess A boycott
we.s declared which was supported rather full-heartedly by the U,H.T.,

90
especially since it was direcbed against an Anarchist orgen.

Friction Within the United Garment Workers

Even though the cloak mskers! union had lost about half of its

membership during 1891, there were already about 15,000 orgenized
91

" Jewish workers in New York City at this times The most oubstanding

event of the year was the establishment of the United Garment Wor=

kers?! Union, the first national body of the ready-made clothing

industry which the Russian-Jewish toilers created in this country,

The early locals in this trade had first been composed only of cube
ters, who formed & more highly skilled craft. Organizetion, -hewever,
gsoon spread emong the operators, basters and pressers as well, Yet
the decreasing differences in skill required of the various types

of workers made an indusbtrial form of unionization the most natural
one for the trade to adggto Accordingly, 47 delegates, the majority
of whom represented unions affilisted with the U.H.T., gathered from
New York, Boston, Chicago, agd Philedelphia to establish the United
Garment Workers on April 1Ziﬁ. A group of fmerican~born conserve-
tive officers were elected because ,though opposed to the Bocialist
philosophy of the bulk of the mombership:g;:re regarded as being

far more capable of functioning at the head of a labor organization

thean the immigrant intellectualse Affiliation with the Ae.F. of Le

" was also readily accepted. It is interesting to note, on-the-other—

kend, that Socialist resolutions were passed at the conventions

" The membership soon learned to regret its selection of the
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leadership, for tﬁg/Lat$er soon endeavored to anmil’ all the So=

clalist tendencies of the organization as well as o hamper effece
96
" tive unionization of the tailorse The workers found that they were

i

heartlessly deceiveqLJ In fact, their "loyalty and enthusiasm were
hereafter exploitéé time and apgain for the purpose of “building up
a corrupt labor union bureaucigcyv, whoserprogram.consisted of: a
restricted labor Supply;”éﬁéhasis upon the needs of the skilled

erafts, tra@gwcbzgéeration with the employers and, most important
of all, %ho union 1nbol,

Sweat shop conditions now begen to develop with greater inten=

sity in the cap making trade. A general strike which wgs declared '

on March 18, 1891, lasted sixteen weeks and gave rise to all forms
of strike-bresking. When no agreement could be reached over the
disposal of the "séabs", the sbruggle was continued; yet it failed
in the long run because 16 strikers were bribed bo return to +the
shopss Thouph defeat and an expenditure of $50,000 weakned the
union, the lesson of solidarity wes impressed upon the minds of
the toileiz. Yot, on the other hend, conditions of the trade were
ageravated., The operators begen doing work in their homes, had
supply their own thread, cotton and silk, snd were hard pressed

by the employers to "keep in 1ineé%ﬁ

| An offensive was -Likewise launched against the cloak mekers

at this time, which reduced their strong union to a shadow of its
former self, After the lockout, their organization had spread out
into 24 branches, claiming about seven thousend members. DBarondes,
" orowned the "Czar of the cloak makers" became the "idol of a multiw

.tude of hard-working men@%j Then, in January, 1891, after most of

the contractors had come to terms with their employees during a
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minor sgkirmish, a strike broke out when two of them refused to sign
an agreement. Shops were opened in the suburbs to evade the effects
of the confliet, O(ne day a special picketing committee viaited one
of these shopss During the altercations that ensued, a stove was
overturned and a child slightly scoroched. Ten members of the Execu=
tive Committee were arrested, and one was sentensed to several years
in jggl. Though Barondes wes soon released, he was agein seized

for an alleged case of distortion, because a manufacburer had mede
out a gggok in his name in order to pay a fine for violating an ags

reements This was of course a mere pretext for breaking the union.

The entire labor movement of the cibty was aroused againsﬂthis action,

.. In the midst of this femous "Jameice affair”, Barondes sudden~

ly juﬁped his bails Although he later returned and endeaWored to

Justify hié\gction in the eyes of the laboring masses, he,was.never
enbirely foréi#@n. The comment of the "Arbeiter Zeitung" editor

on his lebter of\éxplanation was very unfavigiblé. He was oritie
¢ized as & weaklingxang o cow;ggo This judgment waes indeed a harsh

one, But we must bear\inxmind that the Socialist-Anarchist factions
wore waging an intermal baftle'within thequnion, end Barondes had
grown very friendly to the‘Anafchist elig;nt. Yot though the S.L.P.
attacked his 1ea@ership, he managéd to maintain a large mass follow=
‘iﬁg. He was,fiﬁally pardoned by th@‘ggverpor as g result of a pebi~
tion wh;aﬂw60,000 people signed in his beh;ggo But the struggle
of/léﬂgonths hed in the meantime a disastroﬁé*qffect upon fhg union;
The year 1892 marked the further developmenﬁbof the UogoTaa
At that time it embarked upon e struggle with the officers of the
United Garment Workers for their conservatiye tendencies. On the

"5th of Februery, a resolution was passed, condemning one of the

latterts affiliates, the Brotherhood of Teilors, for leaving the
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107
radical-minded Central Labor Federation of New York ¢ity. The U.G:W.

in ‘turn would not recognize a number of unions as léng as they beo=
longed to the United Hebrew Trades and criticized the latter orga-
nization as an enemy of the country's labor movement, mainbtaining

that its activities tended to separate the Jewish and American
108
tollers.

N
e There was of course a more fundemental cleavage: the antagonism

.

between the conservative leaders of the UQG We and the radical Jeunsh s .
tailors. The labter ‘took their unionizetion very seriously. They

had proceeded to fomm District Union No.l, which claimed a msmberu s

,f

ship of 6,000 and sat themselves to the task of building gp "a strong it

and stable orgenizabtion. But the netional officers weré not very
much conecerned with these a3p1ratlons of the tallors. They were
more intent upon co=operating with the employars and spreading

the use of the union label particularly amgng the manufacturers of
overigis. The organization of the tailors My intentionally dise
couraged, hampered and obstructed fof foar oft heir aggrogsive sple

110 Ui
rite." Though abt its 1noeptlon, the U.G.Ws attracted scattered tailor w~§p'

locals throughout the counbxy and boasted a membersnlp of 16,000,

very little progress Was made in the period of the nlnetles to
augment its btreiéih, The officers simply refused to co-coperate
in the struggles of the shop tailors and sabotaged their worke “As
a result, many workers interes ted themselves in other aspects of:]h »ﬂﬁ
the labor movement: the Sogialist pglitical organizations, educa= n
Eiézél olubs and mutusl aid socie%iQSo L
To offset the demoralizing tactios of the U.G.W., the United
Hebrew Trades formed & new union of coat makers, the Internatianal

Tailors Union, Noe. le The former was also rosponsible for the

convocation of a conference which established the United Garment
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Trades of Wew York and vieinity. The crisis of 1893, -hewsver,
brought a quick end to this experi;éit.

No doubt stimulated by the example of the tailors in the men's
clothing industry, both the c¢loak makers and cap makers endeavored
during the next few years Lo amalgamate themselves into national

“organizations. Thus, 20 delagates representing about 1500 toilers
met on March 15, 1892 and formed the Inbernational Cloak Makers of
Americe, This step was insgpired by the progress of the A.F. of Le
and by the activities of the various Jewish unions which only two
years ago, in October 1890, had discussed the possibilily of creab-
ing & national federation of Jewish speaking labor organizations I
in the United States and Caniﬁi. According to Rosenberg's memoirs, .
howevoer, the cloak mekers?! unlon wes an oppositional orgenization,
grought into being by the opponents of Earondes,'whose only accoms
plishment was to wreck both organizatig;s. Its second convention
was never hi%g,

The initiative among the cap mekers was now bteken over by the

radical-minded Russian Jews, who stood in intimate relations with

the U.H.Te and were not concernsd with practical matters alones

Their ¢ fforts to establish a national union failed, Instead, in
February 1893, the Opersbtors Union, No, 2, came into beinge. It
supported the S.L.P. in the elections and joined in other Socialist . %
activities,
Soon,<hbWﬁggr, the crisis of 1898 delivered a very severe
blow to the Jewish labor movement, Organizapional work was conse-
. quently out of question, since the problem of relief and unemploy-
ment were uppermoét in all minds, It was at this time that tThe
Arbeiter Ring drew the atbention of the public as a result of the

services thet it rendered to its members. Many candidates applied
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118
for admission during the days of slack and unemploymente The U.H.T.

also played an important role in these critical times, rendering

help to about 25,000 families and concentrating upon educational
119

worke During the same year, the Central Labor Federation of New

York City formed en "Anti-Sweating Union" along with the full co=

-operation of the U,H.T. affiliates to combat the evils of the sweat

120
shope

““The Crisis of Facblonslism

Crucial years now:loéﬁbauéhead as the full effects of the splits
within the Jewish radical movement and the new ‘tactics of Do Leon

were o be felt by all the Jewish unions. Passions flared up into

desp=seated antagonisms which almost'wrecked the entire structure

of Jewish trade unioniem. The cloak makers in particular were caught
in the midst of the vortex of personal rivalries and Socialisbe
Anarchist wrang&Qs, which gave rise to disruptive factional fights
and oppositional unions. The return of Barondes to the leadership
was followed by the resignation of the cloak makers’® union from

the U.,H.T. in 1892 because of differences of opinion over the supe
port of the S.L.P. candidates in the elections. In return, some
S.L.Pe members sought to eliminate Barondes from a new, reconstruce

121
ted union which they orgenized. An intense feeling of hostility

- developed between the two factions. Meetings were b®dken up and

122
opponents suffered mistreatmente The U.G.W. as well was drawn ine

to the controversy when the U.H.T. esté&blished & union in the men's
123
clothing industrye Barondes'! progagonists complicated matters even

" more when ‘they formed a central body to compete with the U.H.T.

The "Arbeiter Zgitung" and the "Freie Arbeiter Stume" also took
124

sides in the controversy and suffered mutual boycotts. For a year
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the two groups reviled each other. However, by August 23,1895, they
' saw the wisdom gge amalgamating but on condition that Barondes should
not be retained as a mem%gio

.Personal jealousies  also lead in that year to the creation
of a new union among the typesetters, which affiliated with the In-
ternational Typographical Union, thus marking the first time that
e, Jeﬁish local affiliated direectly with an American national labor
bodye Peace,however, was; soon establsihed and the two groups mer ged
to form local 83 of the Internationale The 8 hour day was then won
and a formal contract was signed with the emplo;ggs. The cap makers
union, consisting of 600 members, continued to push its plans for
a national organization in 1894, with an amnouncement to all -the
other unions in the ftrade that existed outside of New York to the
effect that they might inquire at its headquarters for essistance
at all t%igs. |

But disaster still stalked the cloakwmkers. Their union had
joined with the United ®arment Workers and was therefore called
out when the United Brotherhood of Tailors declared a strike in the
summer of 1%32. Though the latbter wonr their demends, which consist ed
primarily in the abolition of the "task" system, three firms refused
agreements with the oloak makers., Apitakion for a general strike
therefore spread in the entire trade as the workers feared an attack
by the manufact&igrSa Barondes had in the meantime been brought
back to the fold by his faithful followers and he therefore took
_ édvantage of the discontent to begin the struggle for the substitue
tion of weekly wapges for piece &igk, A general strike was declared

against the advice of Gompers. About 20,000 workers responded to

the call., Yet proper arrangements had not been made and the active
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leaders spent their time waiting at headguarters to receive the man-
ufacturers for settlement proceedigés, The cohesive and stubborn
resistence of the employers, the friction among the union leaders
ané?he chaotic conditions under which the campaign weas conducted
finally led to the disintegration of the strikee This denouement
also ended the officlal career of Barondes within‘the union, while
lthe latter was in duwe time suspended by the U,Gfﬁf

The emergence of the Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance under
the aegis of Do Leon in 1895, after his failure o penetrate inte
the Knipghts of Labor, found the Jewish unions receptive to the new
radical federatién. "De Leon, you are our lessiah. Lead usl" dec-
lared a Jewish Socialist at o mass meetig:;Q This sentiment was echoed
by the U.H.T, affiliatesd who played a prominent role at the conveﬂion
which organized the S.7. &lng., in the same way that they had
flocked to the banner of the K. 9f Lo when Des Leonwas planning to
wrest oonbrol of that organiza'l:'}.gfl. During 1896, though within the
SGL,P. e drift was developing over +the so=-called dvalism which De
Leonfs tactigs had engendered, the U,H.T. was bent on organizing
oppositional ui?gns. Friction also cropped up within the Jewish
labor movement in 1897 when two Socialist factions stemmed out of
the fight centering about 'the "Arbeiter Zeitung" Publishing Associ-
atioi?7 A Tederated Jewish Trades wasrcreated in competition with
the U,H«Te, to their mutual disadvaniSZe. Because of this we find
that the process of unionization amongst the Jewish workers was very
much slowed up during the second half of this decade.

This 1897 fratricidal quarrel which was followed by the second
split within the Jewish Soocialist ranks two years later harmed the
cloek makers and cap makers in particular. When the Operators and

Cloak makers Union, N6e. 1, had disbanded in 1896, thereby denoting

the en#%“f the first movement for thﬁkstablishment of unions in
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the trade, several Sel.eP. membgrs, aided by the U.HeT., orgenized
the Progressive Cloak Mekers %Kgon. The United Brotherhood of Closk
Mekers at once came into bi?gg. A conflict between the two groups
ensued, in which the second one, siding with the "Vorwarts" faction,
came out ‘the w%ﬁier. The cap makers also suffered demoralization
in their remks. The orpganization of the Federated Hobrew Trades
under ‘the sponsorship of the "Vorwarts" elements lead to internal
squabbles, for the leadership of the cap makers local was loyal to
the S.L.Ps, while the rank and file contained elements sympathetic
to the F.H.T. Dissension often broke out at the meetings. The
union finally changed its affiliation, but at the cost of its ex=
jstence, for the leaders soon withdrew fr?m activity and others
were not capfble of filling thelr positiﬁés.

'A decline was also evident within the ranks of the cloak makers
by 1899, though it had been preceded by & short revival after 1897,
whichbrought the totel number of organized workers in the trade to
the grand humber of ten thousands The shop meeting and the shop
delepates were two innovations introduced during this brief period
known as the "golden days" of the closk makers' union. Apreements
were signed with 85 of the largest menufacturers and siveral of
the smeller ones, covering about 3/4 of the enbire tiize. Yot by
1899, the political tangldéd that was procipitated by the ToHo TkFeHeTe
bickering, the difficulty of maintaining internal discipline, the
strained relations between the officers and the membership lead to
the weekening of the United Brotherigid. Since 1895, when it lefd
the U.BeW,, it had maintained an independent position. But when

the menufecturers began.uﬂ%ing injunctions to break strikes for

the first time in the trade, the cloak makers felt the need of bow=

!

i
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jonging with other organized workers. It was under these circume
stances that the ides of forming & national body begen to take shape
~in their miigg. On June, 3, 1900, as we shall discover in the next
gsection, it became & realitye

The tailors of the men's clothing industry were in no better
position either at this time., In 1896, the Brotherhood and the
children jacket makers organized a general strike, in which ten thou-
sand particip;igd. But the officers of the U.Ge We had not changed
their attitude. During the 1898 convention, e report read to the
offect that the Jewish tailors "have shown a signal incapacity £& r
permanept organizetion and inability to hold on to the fruits of
victo%ﬁé&JThis statement was uttered, we should note, in the face
of their reluctance to support the organizational drives of the
tailors! locelse. The label business still remained their paramount
interest; they therefore refused to sanction strikes in order to
avoid the payment of benefitse

As the century neared its close, however, tendencies making
for unity withiﬁ the Jewish labor movement alread%became noticeablo,
The union of the U.H.T., and the F.H.T. augured weil for the fubture.
Negotiations lasted for about a year after the U.H.T., had withdrawn
from the "Alliance", until in 1899 peace was finally restored betb-
ween the warring faiigons. This event brought to an end the wvarious

ideological clashes that had been disrupting the progress of trade

vnionism among the Jewish workers during the past two decadese
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SECTION THREE: CONSOLIDATION OF FORCES, 1900=9

Though favorable conditions for the further development of the
Jewish labor movement existed at the opening of the new century,
it did not march foward until the middle of the 1900s. The mass
of workers had been boo strongly affected by the splits of the pro=
vious decades; a certain despondency wes still felt in their ;EEQEQ
The open=-shop offensive that was released at the time counteracted
any gains that night have resulted from the emergence of thé two
Internationals in the clothing industrye A revitalizing factor was
necessary. Perhaps it was supplied by thé arrival of tens of thou=
sands of new immigrants which swarmed to our shores when the 1905
Russian Revolubtion was liquidated. Many of them were Socialist-
minded, having received their bapbismal training in the struggle
which the Bund waged along with’ other progrossxve forces against
_ the despotism of the %ggr. lhouga&?ay not elalm full credit, they

certainly were a contributing factor to the resurgence of the Jew-

ish toilers in the second half of the decade,

Two Wational Bodies Emerge

At this tim%about 200,000 Jewish workers were to be found in
New York City alone;ryet only & small minority remained within the
ranks of the organiigé, This element, however, appreciated the sig-
nificance of national organizabtions which couldFefend the interests
of all the toilers in the industry. In fact the growth of the ine
dustry itself and the develqpment of its various branches gave rise
to this demand for unifica%?gn. Now that the political divisive
causes were abséhﬁ, no obstacle remained in the path of bringing

together all the independent cloek malker unions throughout the coun-

trye The convention that was held on June 3, 1900, even wen't one
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step further by establishing the International Ladies'! Garment Wors
kers! Union, which aimed to include all the employees of the tiigea

Only eleven delepates representing seven unions in four c¢ities
and speaking for about 2,000 members btook the first step toward sta=
bilization of the industry by laying the basis for the huge edifice
that was destined to become a stronghold of defense for the Jewish
‘toilers. Though the new organization formulated a Socialist coEsti—
tubion, it did not hesitabe to accept a charter from the A.F, igéL.
Ité influence was still only psyehological, for new loealspenrolbed
under its panner hesitatingly and contimued to enjoy a great deal
of autoni§§. It was of a semi-industrial form, in that it included
all trades and branches on a federative method, coordinabted through
a pyramid of locals, Joint Boards and the International office, in
contradiétinction to the separatist, narrow craft structure that
was the dominant type in th%pnited Stiigso

Thg activities of the cap mekers also revived at the turn of
the cenéﬁry, as o0ld wounds were healed and the progaséjof rocon=
structing tﬂéxupion was initiated. So much progress was made by

April, 1901 that‘d“oall was issued foo the establishment of a na-

tional body. This waskcopsummated on December 27, when the adhero nts

ctions united to found the United Cloth Hebl and Cap
167 ‘

Mekers of North Americae . The resolutions that were passed empha-

of the former fe

sized the class-consecious characteriof the oonvention)for compromi-
ses with the ocapitalist class were rejééted and the conferences that
were then taking place between the A,F. of Laiand the National Civie
Federation were condemned, Yet it was the desire of thelathering

to maintain a nsﬁtral position in the labor movement and remain ine

158
dependent of bobh the A.Fs of L, and the Se¢Te & Lohe




1892 which stipulated that only people living in the tenement shop 3

" to have a license before operating a shop in a tenement house), the
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The lot of the tailors in the men's clothing industry still

had not improved. The independent unions that had been conducting

- warfare against the Brotherhood, the New York affiliate of the UeGeWses

wore compelled out of sheoer necessity to join the mother organiza-
159
tione Sweat shop conditions beceame so intolereble that in July,

1901, about 25,000 tailors walked out, demanding a 59 hour week end
the responsibility of the manufacturer for theagreements made by

the contractore The following quotation from a resolution passed
160 —#»
at & meeting gives eloquent testimony of their plight:

"ihereas it is impossible to maintain body and soul..whereas
the employees work in dirby and infesbed shops, Jo which the windows,
floors and toilebs have never been washed; in shops that are convere
ted at night into lodging homes...whereas The employees work aboub
14=16 hours a day, thus ruining their ghysical and mental conditiong
and 25% die from tuberculosiss..ete."||In view of all this, the tai-

lors refuse to work for the conbractors, meintaining it is time Tthat

the menufacturers assumed jurisdiction over the trede. Their demands

wore but partially satisfieds
e L

This was bub one aspect of a greater struggle waged by all the

unions against tho evils of the sweat shop in the needle tradess

For although legislativé measures had been taken during the previous

decade to correct many of its glaring faults (such as the law of ﬂ‘f

could be employed therein or the one of 1899 which made it mendatory jww
161
system still prevailed. On the other hand, strikes and protest
mﬂétings remoined expedient measures to draw the attention of the ‘
A 162 (e
general public to the wrebtched plight of the tollers. o
The years 1900~1 signalized an upward swing in the fortunes

of the general American labor movement, for by 1903 about 440 thou-

sand new members were admitted inbto the A.Fs of Le By 1904 about
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two million orgenized workers were to be found in the country. Al=
 most half e million votes were likewise cast for Socialist candid-
daﬁes in the eleotiiis. Industrial prosperity and the spirit of
organizabion lead to the same results in the women's clothing ine
dustry, as the International increased in size Lo 66 locals, spread
through 27 cities, and 9 thousand members by 1904 During this time
a strike wave flooded the Jewish workers? sectionsrof New York, Phile
adelphia, Boston, Chicago, Baltimore and other piiges. The YalieGeWeUe
endeavored to restrain the workers of the trade from indulging in
too frequent conflicts with the employers. In this respect it med
with successs, for a strong "= orgenized force was being built

166
up whieh could Light their battles in a more systematic meannere

Other sections of the Jewish working mass, however; lacking strong ‘j%'
' ]
and stgble unions, could not hope to improve their ocondibions wilbhe |
167 . . I
out sueh sporadic outburstse ;

The ¢loak makers of the mid=West, breathing a very aggressive

spirit, wore making much more rapid headway that those of New Yorke

Though ‘the metropolis conteined half of the Inpernational's members
ship, its locals simply could not get on theirlgget. This problem ; I
was discussed at the third, fourth‘and fifth conventiﬁns and serious |
efforts made during the course of these years to agitate among st

the New Yorklg%oak malkers and to educate them in the fundamentals i
of trade unionism, This had its effect, as we shall soon see, in i
the 1907 struggles of the reefer makers, Indeed slow plodding and |
patience were roquired to cement the growing strength of the toilerse k

The growth of the cap makers' organization was furthered during
this period, when the question of centralization versus autonomy

was peacefully settled with the ostablishment of the authority of

the emecutive bomrd over the locals. The latter included about twenty
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from outside of New York and counted a membership of three thousands

~ In 1902 the leadership of the union reversed a previous decision

and joined the A.F, of L. in order thereby to help make the Zlabel
170

. ——of-the cap makers more popular among the working classe

The éymptoms of labor upsurge during the first years of the
century, however, evoked a counter-movement on the part of the em=
ploying class, The signal had been given by President Roosevelt
who proclaimed the theory of the "open shop%k} At once the offene
sive was relentlessly launched in 1903=4 as the Hational @redit
Association of Clothiérs also organized e "labor bureau" to bring
in ‘the open siZ;. This came as e severe blow to the Jewishitrade
uniizi. The teilors! union in the men's garment industry therefore
called o strike against this "eovert attempt to restore the §weat
shop™ in June of 1904, in which about 25 thousand participa%;g,
Secretary White of the U,G.W. sought a conference to forestall this
ﬁcve though he had at first been one of its prime instigators/but
the raunk and file had become too pelligerent and distrustful of ﬂhé
manufacturers to be kept in*12$:wwﬂe also endeavored to obbain the
48 hour week for the cutbters, who formed the backbone of the strug=
glo, through a deal with the "bosses" and thus split the forces,
but the workers rejected his moves. White accordingly resigned from
his posiizgn. The strike lastiﬁgisix weeks%Was only partiallykucu

cossful, yet it revealed the grim determinetion of the tailors bto

stand their grounde

The menufacturers of the cap industry likewise posted “6pen shop"

176
notices and formed an association to smash the unione The workers

responded with a general strike in the mid-winter of 1904, in

which they displayed sysbematic orgenization and much heroism during

o S M 4 ‘
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a period of thirteen weeks. They received the financial support

5f the provincial locals as well as of the New York labor movemente

A compromise was at last reached, in which the union was recognized

and all the sbrikers were taken baick but no change was made in the
gcale of hours and wiézs. This settlement, hewewer, labter evoked
eriticism against the leaders, though it signified a reversal on
the part of the manufecturers® polities and though all the conces=
sions granted by the union (e.ge scabs were allowed to remain in
the shops and Workers”wére'tovbe re-hired as places were open to

e 178
‘them) Were presumably on paper only.

An "avalanche of trouble" also descended upon the cloak makers,

~ with the purppse of disrupting their locals thoughout the countrye
It wbeaked havoe in the mid-ffest and in New Yorke This lead to a
despertite struggle in 1905, during which the Inbternational sbtood
as a "helpless onlooker', being then in a weakened position. The
number of locals declined to about 34 in all and tho masses were
moved by a deep feeling of pessimism to such an extent thabt the
convention even passed a resolution to uvnite with the %?g.w.

In the midst of this unfavorable situation, the U.H.Te pube
lished on March 12, 1904 the first number of its weekly organ, the
"Arbeiter Veléﬁgy,onlgkwenty issues had appaared ﬁ£bn finencilal
costs mounted and thé“U,ﬂaT. dee;dad’%drutiliZG the "Vorwarts" ine
stead for its purposes. ‘iﬁf%hélﬁollowing year, ‘this contral body
also came to the a%dxdfﬁéhe "Worwerts™ when the typographical un-

ion clashed withﬂthe Socialist paper over the refusal of a manageyr

PO 180
to emphey s worker sent by the union. The issue was, however,
e

soon settleds
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Turning-Point in the Movement's Forbunes

Thus, as we have seen, the early years of this decade were raw-
ther stagnant ones as a whole, The turning-point was reached efter
the middle of the deeade., The Russian events, the Haywood-NMoyer
triels and the emergence of revolutionary trade-unionism as epito=-
mized by the Industrial Workers of the World served to arouse the
Jewish toil¥ss from their lothargy. The strikes of 1905-6 attested
to the growth of & new mood and spirit in the last Side section.
Thus the U.H.T. called a conference on Sept.8, 1906, which was at=
tended by 690 representatives of 330 organizations, to-oonsider
meens of sbrengthening the labor movement. Though no concrete ree
sults fb%;owed, it did eall attention to the new needs that were -
ariigig:ﬂw

But, it soems, the spectre of divisisveness still haunted the
Jewish labor movemente. The coming of the I.W.W, on the scene her=
alded more difficult moments for it soon exerted e strong influence
upon the Jewish worki?i, Oppositional unions came into'being while
strife snd friction again shatbered the relabive harmony that had
been finelly created. The I.W.W. attracted the adherents of Soci=
alism ‘to whom the slogen of industrial unionism had a magnotic ap=
peal as well as the revolutionary elements thet had arrived from
Russia and looked askance &bt the existing moveégit. Dissident ele=
ments also found the time propitious for leaving their organizae
tions. Yet, though various I.W.W, unions were formed, totaling a
moﬁbership of several thousand, they did not strike deep roots amongst
the Jewish working class and soon disbaiggd.

The TeLeGeWoUe was in a state of weakness due to the impatiendy

and. frequent strikes of its new recruits. The International was

regarded as a mere figurehead and asdherence to it seemed to be of
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o very loose nature. Yet it endeavored to overcome this atbitude
and attach the locals to the national body by strong ties through
the extension of & system of benefitss, But it could not prevent
the formation of I.W.W, unions whicqﬁarried on a vigorous propagan=
de against the A,Fe of Le and lead several strikes of'l:heirlgvsmG

A more complicated development took place among the cap mekers
when an oppositional I.W.W. organizetion was ostablished. According
Lo the official biographer of this national Wody, the latter contained
meny socabs who had remained in the shops since the 1906 agreeiggt.
Though there was much sympathy within the union for the I.W.We (the
fourth convention had supported both Socialist parties), the repar?®
of a delepgate who was sent to the founding convention was unfavor=
aégz. This strained the relations among all the parties concerned,
and‘the resulting friction lead to demeralization as well as to
the ultimate disappearance of the dual uniii?

The bakers who had nobt been organizad*dn’the Rast Side since

1900 received new impetus for uniomizetion when the idealists of

the 1906 immigration took out a charter from the I.W.Ws By 1907,

about twanty small bekeries were oganized. Howevor, when internal
guarrels arose Wifhin the mother organizetion, the East Side local
jéined thé A.FL of L. Internationsl Baekers' Union in légg.

Trade union activity conbinued to spurt forwerd in 1906=7.
The cloak mekers! gemeral sbrike in Boston during 1907, though de-
foated through the use of injunctions, was significent because it
anficipated certain features of the famous 1910 revolt and brought L
into contact with the industry some of the public {égumes who were
later to play & pfominent role in Bhaping its destiniese Twelve

hundred reefer mekers, whose shops were the worst in the trade,

also welked out in March, demending that the employers supply them
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101
with machines, Their local had been filled with the new influx of

young revolutionaries, fresh from the Russian experiences, and was
w epared to endure all the tribulations that soon befel it. Many
workers were arrested and beaben up in wha? became "one of the blood=
iest abrikes" in the history of the moveigit. The outcome was e
vory successful one,with the granting of a 55 hour week and a closed
shope A contributing factor to the favorable conclusion was the
fact that the workers demanded the reburn of savings which they had
deposited withvtheir "landsleit" employers, thus threatening them
with bankrupiggo -This victory naturally infused the rest of the
needle btrades workers with courage and onthus%iimo

The typesetters also obtained the six hour day, becoming-the
first ugion Bo do so in the world, according to“their official bi= v
ograpizio"They”héd not allowed the introduction of machinery in |
the industry to creatbe aﬁgnenmloyment problem for they devised a

system of sharing the work. In 1907, a $25 weekly salary was also

esbablished, The furriers, on the other hand, who had undergone.

-
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various vicissitudes since the foundation of their first union in

1892, failed in their efforts to impwove conditions. The Internge
tional Fur Workers! Union of New York which had been formed in 1904
‘and enlarged in 1906 soon reasched an early end as a result of this
defeate

The workers of the men's clothing industry were hecoming rest-
iess at this time, The U.G.W, national office seemed to be inactive ﬁ‘w
and impervious to their noeézf But the rank and file were stirring; | ?‘%
their spirit had undergone a revolutionary bransformation, for the
echoes "of the 1905 Revolution in Russia had their effect upon the

197
¥iotims of the American sweet shop" as welle Soon indeed the isolated
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struggle of a fow dissatisfied workers was o meture into a mass

movement of tens of thousands which would lead them through an un-

broken series of great strikes into a undon of their own choosinga
The Brotherhood of Tailors called a general strike in New York,

though this nabural]y lead to its suspension by the officers of

the U, Gf&B Despite the fact that the union countreolled only about

8 shops, about 20,000 workers were supposed to have responded to

its cii?. The Brotherhood hewewver, later returned to the fold and

the national leadership mistakenly believed that the breach had

been finaelly healed. The disconbent, repressed upofevery occasion,

was, howaeer, bound to flare into open rebellion as soon as the

opportunity presented itself,

The ocap makers! union was by now reoopn:zed by the manufectu-
rers as an important facbor in thQ“Lradee The membership reached
its previous total as the rééﬁifﬁof an intensive organizational
campaigne A benr peroenb raise in wages anq& reduction of the hours
to bub-53 per week were also granted,

That the Jewish workers had established an enviable reoord

from 1887 to 1906

in mllltanow/ls illustrated by the following table, which compares
L 200
‘the strike movements in the clothing and other ‘industries:

Industrigg: Women. Strikers Men Strikers

Women's olothing o 62411% 864947 i
Men's clothing T 43,06% 81,84% ' ;j
A1l Aperican industries 28,15% 44.4,91% i

It is also signifiéént to note that the number of "wild" or unorga=
nized str;k@éﬁ.during the period of 1887 to 1905 is three times as
mucbp&ﬁf;ll the American industries as in the needle trades,

No soomer did the Jewish labor movement geb oh its feet again

than the orisis of 1907 dealt a devastating blow to the organizabional
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efforts, Thus, the U.H.Ts losk during the course of the year about
half ofzggszzp affiliates, while the remaining ones were reduced
in strength;‘ The Jewish¥rados bore the brunt of the suffering,
for about 55% of their personnel were unemployed in contrast with
the 35% figure for the New York City working popithion. More imw~
mediate demands now had to be met: the protection of the existing
bodies againgt the employers! offensive and the rendering of assise
tence to the needy unemployede Conferences were convoked to cope
With the meny new problems and concerted efforts made to save the
gains of the past yoarse

The panic of 1907 and the depression of 1908 hit the clothinpg
industry with the impact of a cyoclone. The cloak makers! locals
began to crumble as the Inbernational "reached its lowest ebb of
vitalii?@@) At this time also, local 10 which was composed of native=
born or Ameriecanized cubters of Irish and German descent came into
confliot with the &loak mokers and withdrew from the 1908 convens
tion of the Internatioigi. The membershlp of the cap makers orga-
nizetion likewise fell to about half ogogts sige, while, on the other

hand, the contracting shops grew in numbera. These-indeed were

dark and depressing days,

Now Spifit of Militancy

But no sooner did business revive than a new dawn broke for
the Jewish labor movement. The most fruitful period since its in-
eeption was now ushered in by the events of 1909. This was the
161014 epoch, in which huge mass struggles of thousends of workers
solidified their organizations and welded them into\mighfjforces
of resistance against the employewms., A veritable flood of enthsiasm

and insurgence swept through the crowded East Side tenement houses,
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signifying that the young trade union movement was at last coming
of agee
As sooh as the depression lifted, the I.L.G.W.U. girded its

strength and took advantage of the business recovery and the liqui-
dation of tho W.W.W. unions. The néW‘immigrants; who had previouse
ly held themselves nloof from the local movement, now turned their
atbtention to the Americen environment when the Russian revolution-
ary forces began to tasbe the bitter fruits of reaction. They enw-

tered the unions and brought to the International " a new Sp%rit )

which before long broke forth in the mass movements of 1909-10?%

The militant spirit which came to thevsurfaée'QS'a“xesult of
the heroic struggles waged since 1909 brought thousquéﬁof workers
into trade unionism for the fifst time, During'théf year, hewever,
the ranks of the organized were very muoh"dépleted. Out of about
40,000 cloak and dress makers, onlyffour hundred belonged to a un=
ion, About twenty thousand/ladies"waist makers could supply but 200
union memberss Though"%he UoHoTo claimed mbout 41 affiliates, the
total msmbership“éf the latter was not above 5?830. If this is
borne igwmihd, the results of the activity of the next few years
willxébﬁear in much more heroic proportions.

. The first to bestir themselves again were the bakers, who during
July staged the most effective strike in their history for a 10 hour
day, recognition, the union label and a $12-16 weekly wzzg. One
thousend workers, receiving the support of the New York Jewish move=
ment, compelled 150 owners to meke a settlement. The greatest gain,
‘however, was the organizetion of all Jewish bakers into six locals,

, 209
one of which had 1600 memberse, The next month witnessed the attempt

of about 20,000 tailors to win a ¢ hour day, higher wages and the
210

abolition of the piece-work systems They were not helped by the U.GéWs
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membership but, hevertheless, their struggle was crowned with
victorys

Then came the hisboric date, November 22, 1909, the burning=-
point in the needle trades' unionism, when the "1ar%i§$ strike of
women ever kmown in the United States till then" unfgliéé. A smel 1
local of waist and dress makers in New York issued a call for a
walkout, expecting only about 3,000 to respond, Yet ten times that
number threw themselves into the struggle and about 12,000 soon
joined wha?,later bocame “the largest single local of women in ‘the
couniii@&flJewish, Ttalien and American girls from the East Side
thus carfied through one of theqmost significant events since the
labor movement began among woiéﬁ. Now "™the labor struggles of the
swoat shop workers ceased to be a mere succossion of curious and
drematic incidents enacted by alien groups away from the main

American industrial arens, and,without losing their foreign flavor,

became an unquestioned aniFighly sipnificant sector of the American

214,
labor front"f'

This "uprising of 20,000 workers, three~fourths of whom were

women between the ages of_18-25,'was the first general protest in
a new and growing indusi%;. Their union was very weak, numbering
not more than asbout two hundred, while the I.L.GJW.U,i with which
it was affiliated, could not be of much assistance éiﬁigrc But the L
long working hours, the soasonal character of the trade, the wide 1
fluetuations of the trade, the petty hardships end persecution of i
the workers could no longer be tolerated, General conditions, it
is true, were'not wd%e than ‘those in similar women's ‘trades, but

: 217
reasons of this sort could not avert the explosion.

The strike at first gathered but 15ttle momentums In fact it

might easily have been Jocalidd, for when the workers encourb ered
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difficulties at the third shop that was called out, no assistance
was rendered by the International. However, the officers of local

25 and the U,H,T. were anxious bo create a strong union out of the
restlessness and ferment that then prevailed in the tiige, A general
sbrike was the only method whereby this could be done, for the mas-
ses of workers were not unionized, A ruse was therefore resorted

to, in which the 2QO members who atbended a meeting to discuss this
question were "passed off" to the press by the local's executive
committee as shop delegi%zs, The trick worked and the newspapers

~carried the announcement of an impending conflict in -the industrye

A mass meeting was at once summoned by the leadershipe Though the

addresses were rather moderabte in tone, the audience was suddenly : | ‘wfﬁ‘
it
electrified into action when o young girl asked for a strike vote \ﬁ|$“
in a very dramatic speech., The audience jumped to its feet and took ﬂii
the famous Jewish oath: "If I turn traitor to the cause I now pledge,
mey this hend wither from the arm I now raise"; and the battle was
220 .,
on its waye

The sbrike became the sensation of the day, as the public ea-

gerly rellied to the defense of the girlse The New York branch of ;“;
the Women'!s Trade Union League did yeoman serviii, The strikers 2
showed unusuel courage and self-saciifice, In fact some of the
most loyal were the bebter-pald workers who were championing the I
couse of the woaker ogsg. Pickets were often assaulted, "The con= w}
duct of the police officers and the magistrates in their seemlng
conspiracy of curtailing liberty of Americen citizens" was noted E*:

‘ 223 44
by many observers, It brought the aid of many who were normally

: 224 -
“indifferent to organized 16bors Yot by February 1910, when the
dispute was called off, about 300 shops had accepted the union's

terms iﬂ%ome measure. These consisted of the 52 hour week, the closed
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shop, the abolition of the sub-contracting sysbtem end the employment
of all hands on a part-time basis during the slack seasons. Soon
about 70~80% of the workers were entolled in the 1§§21.

Though the strike was not a complete success, it brought to the
attention of the nation the role of women in its industrial life,
marked the Ffirst stage of a revolution in the history of the Interw
netional and inspired the othefwyorkers in the garment industry to
march forward to new victo§§25; 'It, furthermore, revealed the abi-
1ity of the Jewish movement to organize women in large numbers,
for the foundation of unionism in the dress and waist trade was
1aid through the strike. The opening wedge had now been made and

the movement was al once eaper to grasp the many opportunities

that wore beginning to present themselvese
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SECTION FIVE: THE MOVEMENT ON THE OFFENSIVE, 1910-14

The five year period preceding the outbreak of the first World
Wor was ehock=-full of activiby on the part of the Jewish workers,
who seemed determined at last to establisﬂvheir organizations on
an imprognable basis. It was a turning point for American labor
"as well, for the upward movement of 18981504 wes resumed after a
brief interwval of stagnation, The most notable advances were, how=
ever made in clothing and mining, with 68 and 60 percent growth
in union membership by 1913 in these two indusbries. Dut it was
in olothing}§32t the advance was not only in membership but also
"in a spectacualr conquest of a new province for industrial govern-
ment based on union recogn1b$§E<E~ The New York And Chicago strikes
of 1910,which ushered in the new era, served as models for the con-
duct of futire battles, thus laying the foundation for the rapid
progress of unionization among the downtrodden Ghetbto proleizgiat.
The dream of the early radical piloneers finallm@aw the light of

day, ‘though many of its dreeswmers had in the meantime broken their

bodies end spirit in the sunless, dreary tenement shops.

Revolt of the Cloak Makers

Slnce the 1894 genersal strike, the cloak makers had endeavored
to fiiﬁ&gorganlze ‘the trade bub had always g&ﬁé dcwn in defe:i?
But in 1910 their expectations were fulfilled, as a result of a
carefully plenned and executed conflict, in which about 60,000 wor-
kers confronted the forces of capital, demaqﬁng and winning their
righégg In fact they were driven to thig step by the very deplor-
able conditions that prevailed in an industry that grew to very

huge proportions. About 60,000 employees wore engaged in the mane

ufacturing of women's garments in the 1500 shops of New York City,
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while the value of the products amounted to ?Eout 180 million dol=
lars, according to the figures of the employjii. By this time, the
contractor had béen relegated to a minor role on account of the
influx of the small manufacturers, who themselves were recent immi~
grants. This meant the viectory for cheap labor and inferior methods
of industrial organization,wgs the older and wealtheir large-scale
manufacturers were crowdedzgit.

The past quarter had been a period of strife and exploitabione
As wo have seen, ‘the unions were week and the individual shop strikes
made ggsm less popular with the workers and acceptable to the em=

3

ployerse Conditions in the shops had also become quite intolerables

The operators had to purchase their own mechines, the workers had

to bear many onerows charges and inside sub~?9ntracting beceme the
prevailing method in the major part of the jéﬁiu There was thus ‘
"created & chain of bigger gpg gygller bosses and middle~men ine ‘u va
terested in keeping wages dgjnﬁgi This state of "deplorable indus- R qu‘*w

trial chaos" could be remedied only in a very decisive menner. The

idea of a general sfrike was bhus born.

A united attack upon the whole body of manufecturers was deemed
necessary by the leaders of the International, though they were not
entirely certain of the full-hearted support of the rank and files
The strike was therefore called without the previous presentabion
of grievances, as is customiiso Yot this step was not taken before K
the "most elaborate preparations in the history of strikes in the 0
industry were made@%i On December, 1909, 90% of the membership vo= iA!
fed during a referendum in favor of a $2 individual tax for the cre-
ation of a &trike %SZd, Agitation by word of mouth and through the

@ublication of periodicals brought in 10,000 members into the Joint
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Board locals by June of the following year. A vote in favor of

the strike was also carried at the tenth convention of the Interna-
238
tional, the largest ever to be held, During the busy season, small

strikes were conducted which neltbed the workers some wage increases,
twﬂwﬁymﬁf“awpwelugS? Pinally, when in July about 39,000 voted sec-
retly in favor of of it , a general strike was declared which com-
pletely paralyzed the trade and broughtfabout the "gigentic uprising
of a whole people against their oppressiigﬁ&f%The demen ds consisted

of a 48 hour week, minimum wages, the abolition of sub-contracting,

the union shop, shop delegates, price committees and the equal disw
241

tribution of work in the slack seasons. 3y

, 242
The statemen®t issued by London, the union's attorney, declared:

"We do not spoligize for calling this general strike., If we owe
any one an epology, it is the thousands of exploited workers for
having wajited so long..we accuse the bosses that theyjruined the
great cloak industry..e.that they corrupted the morale’ of thousands
that are connected with ita...They seek to get workers to spy on
and betray easch other.,.We can no longer depend upon their friend-
linesse...To our tegret, we trusted them too longs"

It is of course impossible to dwell at length upon the prog-
ress of this most unusual conflicte A brief summary will have to
suffice, Soon after the cloak mekers walked out of the shops, a
series of mnegobiations was begun. These ended in a deadlock over
the "closed shop" issue which the manufacturerys had asked to be
waived in advances The intervention of Filene and the introduction
by Brandeis of a “preferential shop" compromise saved the situation
for a while, however; and the conferences were continued. These
also broke down oAEeveral occa.sions, In the meantime, the cloak

. 243 .
district looked like a "besieged oam'"és The leaders were suspected
by the rank and file of disloyalty, as false rumors spread aboul
274

their position on the issues at stakes The rejection of the first

settlement,arrived at through the iniviative of Louls larshall, by
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the strikers and the issuance of an injunction, considered to be
the "strongest decision%ver handed down against labor" complicated
matterse The conbest became more intense, though individuel agree-

ments had already been sipgned, covering about 30,000 workers,

Finally on September 2, the "Protocol of Peace" came inbto being,

'abolishing the sub-conbracting system sad other similar evils, es-

tdblishing the preferential shop, seltting up a Boaig of Arbitration,
I M24:5

8 Board of Grievences and a Board of Sanitary Contro Wlages were

246
almost doubled and the hours reduced from 60 to 54 per week, Thus

the struggle came to an end after nine weeks, in a compromised mane
ner, Yebt for the first time in the history of the industry a colw
lective agreement had been arranged between the workers and the
employers' assoolation, which controlled the mejor part of the
trade. Seasonal unionisﬂ@as now at an end and the International
come into "new and larger 1?%5“. But, it should be noted, the basis
for future friction was not entirely removede Though the settlement
brought about vast improvements, it also created many new and ser-
ious problems.

In fact the Protocol soon became a "cause celebres Though

this will be dealt with laber on,

A

it is necessary o point out here
.

v

™ . .
That orltlcwbm of the conduct of thlswet ike was already voliced soon

after its conclu51on. Thus a writer commenbod that though the ameln
N
\
loration of the workers! conditions had resulted and a wags system
N\

was introduced for tﬁ& flrbt time in the Lrade alon? with many other

improvements, there was “hardly a clause in tqe agreement that has
248

not meant some sacyrifice by Eho strikers of their or1g1nal demandsa

This was perhaps Lo be oxpected 1n view of the fact thau leading

public=spirited citizens had interven@u'w1bh the sole purppbe of

S
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bringing the friction to a quick and summary disposals It 1s like=
wise interesting to quote the comment of the lawyer of the manufac-
turers! associsbion to the effect that "employer and worker in this
1ndusbry wore bound together by ties of race association and bradlm
tion not easily brgignyk) In fact about a quarter of a mllllon JOWe
ish people were involved‘ln this conflict and its outnome therefore

250
indicated the fate of a strike in.a purely Jewish anvnronmeni. It

seems, furthermore, according to another iiircegﬁfhat the rank and
Pile did not voice very friendly sentiments tpﬁﬁrd thé solution
offered for they "denounced and rejected evé;y settlement p}oposal
short of the closed shops They demon%trated against their own
Joint Board,..However, after oonsidcrable maneuvering, the unlon's
negotiators, flndlng ‘themselves un&ble to get the membership to
ratify their terms of %ebtlomont hurrledly called a meeting of
. some 200 shop chairmen and obtalned authorlﬂatlone..to concludoses
the Proﬁgioliky The radical’ elemenbg were indeed suspleious of the ‘?f;‘t}
possibility of establishing labor peace and 1n,part10ular,were afreid i

| 252
of the tolerant attitude displayed toward the employerse Yebt, 1t

ghould bhe rememberéd that ‘the Protocol represented an effort to L

"ggtablish 'gOVPTannL' snd 'due process of law' in an industry with

an anarchlcal trad:i$§5&21 Meny of the new members of the cloak maa‘

kers? unipn were lacking in experience and wore consequenkly impas

tient wi%h ‘the necessarily slow procedure of adjustment under the

Protoéolo , L
Shortly after the end of\ﬁbﬁtilities, en article in the "Zukunft"

eriticized the T.LeGeWal, leader:hkgjfor undertaking the strike with=

out adequate preparation, the au#?é% maintaining at the samo time

that the "Vorwarts" Publishlng(;baoclatlon and the U.H,Ts wWere ope
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posed Lo it on these groundse. The former wes also oastigabted for
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demending the "elosed shop" though the workers were not even mature
enough to recognize the importance of unionization and for putting

in motion forces which it could not control as the conflict deve=
lopeds Upon close examination of the events, this appears to be

mere carping criticisms Rogenberg, one of the first pionseers and
prominent leaders of the oioak makers' organization, exposed the hol-
lowness of these charges., He indibéted theat preparations had in
truth been made bub had been 1mpedao by the very same elements who,
though eager to crltlonze how, had been lacking 14falth in the ability
of the Jewish workers to éfess forward to victory. His defeunse of

the sbtrike's developmsnts was on gble refutation of the group which

/
wes represented by Ap-Cahan; who laconlcally queried ten minutes

after the strike was declared: "Nu, when will your strikers appear?',

but waxed enthusiastically when the masses of toilers proved his
25 .
. fears to be en:l,lrely,unfounded°

ﬂﬂ

\ The Chicago Market Becomes Active o

The clothing market of Chicago also came into prominence during

1910 when about 65 000 tailors of the men's garment industry remained
on strike for five months, despite the opposition of the U.G.W. na=-
tional officzigg Aside from its inbrinsic value, the conflict made
two distinet contributions: In the first place, it broughtto the |
fore personalities that wero destined to play a role in the eventual
establishment of the Amelgamated. Uecondly, its defeat as a result
of ‘the scabbing permitted to the New York tailors aroused a great il
deal of indignation amongst the rank and file and further stimula=-
ted the growing movement to counteract the "destructive influence

of the old officialdom"s

The sbate of the industry was debermined by the following factors:
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le Its seasonal nabure and the existence of a large "labor reservoir"
prevented the establishment of a permenent union. 2. The ease with
which small manufacturers could enter the trade created unstable
conditions. 3« The employee personnel consisted largely of immis
grant stock, representing various nationalities an#races; a goodly
portion of which were women, 4. The employers sensed no r95pon$itﬂlu
ity for the welfare of their workers; the latter, on the other hand,
were subject to insecurity of employment, low psy, difficult work ,
petty grievancef and¥in@s. 5¢ A goodldeal of competition existed
among the owneigz There was indeed a crying need for the stabili-
zation of the industry and the amelioration of the workers' lote

The U.Ge.W. officialdom was, however, considered more of an ob=-

struction then a help. Its conduct since the establishment of a

national body had, as we have seen, alienated the support of the o
rank and file. In the meantime, moreover, new elements, such as
the Russian Bevolutionary idealists, nurbtured in the traditions of

Socialism and aroused by the misery of the sweat shop, had infile

Hi
trated into the trade. These had endeavored to set up I.W.W. locals w"‘
as well as%%%iiﬁﬁn agprossive position against both the employers
and the “corrupt 1e§§gr§@%, It was they who played dominant roles
in this spontaneous rebeliion, which laid the foundation for a strong

orgenization in Chicago.

The heartening fea@ﬁbe of the walkoub, which began on Sepbember ]

22, was the recognition on the part of the cutters, who formed the
1 most experienced and highly skilled craft, that only a united move= ’
? ment of all workers could best protect their own inﬁereiig. This :
awarsness of the néed for the industrial structure of trade unionism

in the industry was e determining factor in the course of events,

for the sabotage on the part of the U.GeWe (whose District Coumeil




o], 58w

did not even respond to the call until 18,000 employees had left
work end whose officers literally drove many workers to scab) was
an almost insurmountable obgg;cle. Public sympaﬁhy, however, was
sroused and eid was rendered by the Chicago A.Fs of Le, the Women's
Trade Union League and the U.H.T. Stores wore opened to distribute
rations during the cold winber months. Tt is inberesting to note
that out of the $100,000 contributed for relief, fully 75% come from
working peigie,

prosident Rickert of the U.G.W. suddenly intervened and conclue
ded o settlement on his own initiative. "Evidently Rickert felt
that the immigrant strikers had not yet ripeneg to the point where
they could deal with the employers as & grougﬁf writes Profe Porlmane
This is nol doubt en under-stetement. The active spirits of the
unioﬂ?t once convoked a mass-meobing, at which Hillmen made his
first public appearance and, by virtue of the profound mpression
he created, practically seized the reins of leadershipe. The agroe-
ment was rejected, for it provided for the arbitration of all demands
except the recognition of the union and the closed shop which were
not even to be disiﬁised. A citizenad' commitbee then investigated
the diSputevand recommended gsome form of employee organization with-
in the shigz. A second attempt on the part of Rickert to conclude

nostilities also failed, when the tailors refused to allow the mane

ufacturers to discriminate in rehiring against those "euilby of vie

A
) \-\“4

olenoeﬁ%? Yot the final outoome wes only partielly infevor of the
workers, for a large part of the toold and hungry ermy" capitulated
without conditions and returned to the shops, while only the Hart,
Schaffner & Merx firm accepted an agroement. 1% contained no pro=
vision Ffor union recognition, bub provided for improved conditions,

wages and hours, and th{establishmﬂnt of arbitration machinery,
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curtailing at the same time the right of conducting stoppages by
266
the workers. “"Thereafter the cleavage between the tailors and the

union leadership widened daily. The outlook, philosophy and tacbics

267
of the two became irreconcilable@k}

Protocolism Gains Ground

"A new priod of constructive experimentation in collective bare
gaining, resulting in the estgblishment of stable unionism" and la ste
ing for a period of six years,was now ushered in for the men's gar-
ment workers, according to the officlal blographer of the“l.ifg,W;U.
This of course is a broad statement, since all cause for friction
we.s not.removed and many critical moments arose that threatened to
spell the doom of the Protocole Agencies of conciliation end arbit-
ration were created, as well as:boint Board of Sanitary Control,
which was an entirely new step in industrial history. Though Brane
deis, ™the father of protooolism" believed in the possibility of
economic peace, the manufacturers and the union accephéd its provie
sions for different and individuel reasons. Grisvanees and shep
gtrikes still complicated the smootﬂFunotioning of relations bet-
ween the two parties concernede Many memufacturers resorted to all
sorts of tricks and the leaders of the union were hard-pressed o
pacifly the workers. More clashe8 than had been expected soon oc=
oured and the machinery had to be constantlyrggzired. Yet upon the
whole the Protocol did make & profound change in the trade: standards
of mafety and sanitetion were impwoved, inside sub-contracting dise

270
appeared and over 90% of the workers in the trade joined the uniomn,

Sharp differiuses of opinion were of course bound to develop
-
as rogards the evaluatign of ‘the Protocols On the one had, & writer

"o the left" maintains tﬁat it was "based on the class-collaboration=

'
i
!
|
il

B




«160=

ist theory that there is a sufficient community of interest between
employers and employees to mhke permanent peade achievable and that
all m&t?ers in dispute could be peacefully adgustea through resort

271
to 1mpar¥1a1 arbitrators”, On the other hand the lawyer of the

manufactu%grs' association considers it ¢® be ‘the first attempt

to intxodu;é a Constitution--a rule of law snd order--into the in
dustryg() The offlclal biographer offers a third view that both

the employers aﬁd‘bhe trade union leaders deemed it as a great prine
ciple, "as a beacgh\}ight for obher industrieé@é)

The extreme radiﬁgl historian points to the forfeiture of the
right to strike as beiﬁégvery béneficial to the employers, who even
managed to evede the houré\ané wages terms h#rushing work to outb
of town contractors, whereas tho workers were bound by the decisions
of the arbitration boardSa L1kew1Se the union officials who had
a large dues-paylng meﬁbership soon bhecame weary of wh&qthey called
Beontinuous and @ublle str15220‘} There is no denying, onkhe one
hand, that the unlén grew in. atrength for by 1912 the New York
Joint Board claimed 50,000 wembersg, whlée 40 charters had been ig-
sued from June’ lQlOnAprnl 1911 to new 1oZ§ls, Yet, on the obther hand,
we may ask if the mamufecturers were not xaglly ldoking out after
their own interests, when, as their legal régresentative wribes,
they agreedrto strengthen the union end bringigrder out of the chaos
in the indiégry. Without shering in the suspiéipns aroused, we can
undestand why the more revolutionary-minded workéys became alarmed
when, as Louls Levin%fays, ‘the Protocol was hailed}as epoch-making
by the "bosses" and as a tpermanent insibutign in adjusting labor

276
conditions in the clothing trade" by the workerse
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The spirit of organization soon spread to other bLranches of
the ladies?! garment industry, particularly to those trades which
largely employed women, The agitation gained momentum in 1911 as
a result of the famous Triangle fire, in%hich 144 livasvwere loste
At the same time the movement for liberaiizing th%factory laws of
the state was aocelerZZZd. This and the activity in other sections
of the cloth?ng industry stamped 1912 as a very active year for Jewish
trade union?éﬁ; |
"The frailest and most helpless workers in the industry" were
relieved from "industrial slavery", when the women workers of the
waist eand dress, white-ghods and childrents dress shops, adding up
to the sﬁgggifing total of 60,000, signed protocols in the begine JW}H
ning of iégg? This brought the national membership of the lolisGeWsUs ﬂﬁ
up to 90,000, of whom about 80% wore under protocol arrangemeiig.
The Internetional senctioned the general strike in the waist and

dress trade at tho 1912 convention. Bubt sinee the employers were

fesvorably inclined towards the protocol, negobiations were carried

on secretly for fourheeks similtaneously with agitation for the
walkoute For the "union officials were already committed Lo a no=

strike policy and this walkout was one of a long series of yre- .
R81. (e
arranged stoppeges managed by the union officials and the employers".}

]

The eﬁtixgﬁmattar was handled in a perfunctory menner, for inside

of a few days‘éfter thousands of workers left the shop, the Protocol
282 : P
became a fait sccomplis The course of the other struggles did not

run as smoothly but the same results wore atteined: o, fifty hour

week, increases in.wages;”éhnitary conditions and regular inspections,
. 283

the preferential shop and the introduction of arbitration machinery.

Two and a half years of agitebion amongst the furriers at last
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resulted in the declaration of a general strike in June, in whéch
284
9,000 workers participateds Two manufacturerst assoclatlons, coms

posed of T44 owners, 90% of whom were Jewish, at once united in order
‘to destroy the unigg. Hed they succeeded, this would have been a
serious blow, for the furriers had made numerous attempts in the

past to organize the indusbry which was centered in New York Citye
Their union had revived, after many previous failures, as a result

of the influx of the 1905 immizggntso Portunately, howsver, their
demands were met after thirteen weeks of confliet and they obtained
& 30% raise in wages, the 49 hour week, pay fo;8$eh legal holidays,

union recognition, the abolition of home work, etce Great impetus

was also given to the establishment of an International in the fol-

lowing yeare

A great historic evenlt took place at the end of the year when
the dailors rose en masses in New York City on December 30, 1912
and for the first time called & halt to work in all the metropoli-

4

toan shops, Upon the appointment of an organizer by the Brotherhood

of Teilors, an intensive erganizational drive had been stimulated, T
with the result that the union conbained 5,000 menmbers. Conditions
in the trade were very unsabisfactory: the division of labor was
well developed and lead to faster wrk, roubine tasks and a cleavage
between piee and week workers. Though the laws forbade the prac-
tice, 75% of the finishing process was still done in the tenement
houses with tho full help of the entiroe faiggyo
The strike, which was joined by about 110,000 workers, half o
of whon were Jowish and one-third Italians, was m?ggly directed

against the large manufacturers who controlled theltrades Demends

consisted of the 48 hour week, a 20% wage iucrease and the aboliw-
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fion of sub-contracting and tenement worke. The entire movement
responded full-heartedly Lo the needs of the strikers, who were
subjeot to attacks by the ﬁnderworld elements hired by the Jewish
"bosses@%} But though the struggle was staged during the cold wine
tor months, marvelous resistance and-temmciby was shown by the
toilers of all nationalibiess Afber ten weeks, during which time
many of the smaller employers capitulated, Pres. Rickert negotia=
ted o sebtlement on his own account. This evoked a sbtorm of oppo-
sibtion on th%’part of the rank and file who rejected his kind offer
of mediaﬁgg;i The setblement was denounced as a "reacherous onde.s
o. shame an an insult to the whole organized labor movement of Amer-
=
icas The windows and doors of the "Vérwarts" were smashed because Jw_hﬂ

291
at first it had endorsed the settlement,

The struggle continued despite the prohibition of picketing
by the mayor, who,in a lebtter to the Police Commissioner, wrote:
"Phig (the end of the strike) has been attested by Mr. Rickert and W

the representative of the employers?! side, who have appeared before /

mee The settlement conceded practically all the demends of the em-
ployeos...They (meaning those still on strike) are lawless charace
ters to whom no leniency whatsoever is due," A conference of rep=
resewtatives of more than 3,000 workers of manfkrades met to dise
cuss the situation and assailed Rickert'!'s conducts Soon the conflict
was crowned with the acceptance of more favorable terms by the manu-
facturers in the beginning of 1913, The action on the part of the
UsGaWe leaderﬁhip intensified the 1ll-will thet had previously ex-
isted againstagﬁo In fect its influence was as & result completely
destroyed, All Ehe locals henceforth refused to deal with¥he N
tional officers, for their autocratic rule had crushed every pffort

294
" which the tailors had made for the asserbion of thelr rights.
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Thus 1913 became & turning-point in the history of the tailors!
struggles, as the same story of betrayal was repeated in Bosbton,
Baltimore, Cincinnati and St. Louise The netional office acted as
a separator and not as a unifier. It utilized the union label in
the overall and shirt industry to sustein the misruling bureaﬁggacy.
Tndeed the continuocus warfare of 20 years was fast reaching a climex
as the radical and progressive elements amonrg the tailors confronted
the opportunistic national officers. ‘The day 6f“féckqping we.s
drawing nggg. In the meantime, improvements in %hé“érbitration Mo =
chinery were conbinuously being_in%rodﬁced in the Chicago market,
withisatisfactory resulus “':E‘gryboth sides. By 1913 the preferential
shop Wag fully'aé;egdeo

Marked progress was also made by the UsHoTe in 1912, as 1T con-
cluded a year full of activity with 91 affiliates, roepresenting
over 200,000 wggigrs, The cap makers also managed to remove the
last and worst aspects of sweat shop parasitism, when the demands
for free machines and half-day work on Sabbath were finallwgrantede
About 3,000 members were noWw to be found in the uniog. It comspquente
1yrurned its sttention toward organizing the millinery trade with
the end in view of raising the living standards of the entire ine
dusiig. A unigque event likewise transpired during theyear when
the writers of the Jewish press organized secretly and secured a
charter from the Typographical Internationales When the publishers
rofused their demands, they declared & strike and issued an organ
of their own, Bub one of their leaders tactlessly announced his
plans to organize all the country's newspapermens The assoclation
of publishers therefore pubt pressure upon the Internstional not Lo

299
sanction whe strike, whih the result that it was liquidated.
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The movement gained further momentum in 1913, as the btallors

continued and won the larges® gtrike in the history of Jewlsh labor
300

and as ‘the method of the Protocol beceme very much in vVoguee During

the month of January alone, about 175,000 had left the shops of the

several branches of the clothing industry in protest against ine

tolerable conditions, Indeed the Jewish labor movement had marched

forward by leaps and bounds in a very short time, lead by its largest

and strongest trade union, that of the cloak makers, which numbered

50,000 stronge. The 1atte%pad proven the possibility of establishé

ing stable labor organizations, bad introduced safety and health pro=
visionse-something which had not even been done by the oldest Amer-

ican unions=~and dewveloped class-consclousness among the Jewlsh ot

501 Bt
masseSe wwiﬂ

Another noteworthy asccomplishment was the establishment of the s
Tnternational Fur Workers! Union during the year and its affilie=
~ [ 302
e tion with the A.F. of Le About B0% of the 25,000 workers in the

trade were thus organized into a netions) body that soon became known

for its radical inclinations. In 1914 it renewed its contract with

the menufacturers' associabion for two years with the following

provisions: th%aboliéhﬁbnt of inside contracting and home work, the

If i"g ogtpblishment of arbitration machinery, the emp%oyment of union men
) 303
only, the introduction of & seale of wapges, elLCe

'if 7 Attention was likewise paid to the organization of the millinery

trade, the last bf&nqb of the headgear industry bto go wver to facbory

- . production. Two elomenﬁh\were employed in the trade: women who came
AN

|- .

] L - ~,

l"' , ‘ from New England farms, witﬁ\gt?ong individualistic leanings, and
men from the cap shops, with a ﬁhﬁ§ian backgrounds A great deal

|

{ .

of friction naturally developed betwgénxﬁhem and this was ubtilized

by the employers. But since the ocap makers had obteined from the

__
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AoFs of Lo as far\back as 1903 official jurisdiction over the trade,
a good number of tﬁé\millinery operators also joined the former's
locale, It was not till Ehéa;glo strike that a union of millinery
workers was formed on an indapgﬁaenﬁ baggig

The entire ¢lothing industry seeﬁhed with great activity during
1013=14 as a result of inner struggles.that took place within +the
two nabional bodies: the T.L.G.W.U, and the U.,G.W, In the case of
the former, the controversy raged with great intensity but wgs fi-
nally resolved; bub within the latter, the forces split further apart
and inevitably lead to the birth of the Amalgamated, The issues
thet caused friction within the Internationsl, furthermore, were very g’
complicated and by no means form & very clear~culb pattern, It is \H‘H
therefore very difficult to distribute the guild judiciously and i‘ﬂ%'
an at@gmptwwill merely bé made to weave in the arguments of the vaw

rious partisanse.

The Protocol on +the Defensive

In the first helf of 1913, the International was riding on the

crq&st of a wave of prosperity and expansion and conducting its ac-
{

tivities for the first time on a national scale, In a sense it ref-

locted the sccepbance of or at least tolerance for trade unionism

and collective bargaining by Americen public 6pinion a8 8 result

of the "great upheaval' of labor's stﬁength and the rise of the

30574

Rodical T.W.W, movement in the coungg;‘z( The slipht wage and hour

improvemenﬁs gained by the strikes in the cloak and suit brade in

a number of cibties and the concessions granted by the employers

during the upswing of industrial conditions thus served to allay

the fear and suspi&%&ons of many workers who, according to our

radical commentator, "had more or less been tricked into the adven—
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ture with protocolism&k//

'The coming of & depression in the winter of 1913-14, hoewever,

lead to very serious results in New York City. The gemeral resbless-

ness drove many workers into a crusade against the Protocol, as the

membership divided into two groups which kept the International
308

and the Joint Board at a breaking point for nearly a yeare The Joint

Board and ‘the Internstional differed on the nature of the policy
that was to be pursued. The workers in the shops turned to the
agerossive and militant Joint Board for sympathy, since it spoke in
rather harsh tones to the owners and accused them in its or gan of
using dishonest means in order to evade their rosponsibiliéggs,‘“
The growbh of unemployment also caused the owmners bGo "pear dovn on
protocol conditions and to send work to out-of~town or to non-uniom:
shopse The mechanism of the Protocol failed to rectify the workers?
grievanceg, while the Internatiomal forbade strikes as a medium
of correegign@"

Qhe two problems that aglteted the cloak makers the most were:
(1) the method of meeting complaints, 90% of which were presented
by the workers; and (2) the method of fixing piece-rates. The grow-
ing disconbent of the tollers was now reflected in an increasing
number of "illepal stoppages" apainst the employers' offensive.
. Many other grievances, such as'the fear of discriminetion by the

shop chairmen, the dilaXtory hablts of the deputy clerks, the uti-

1ization of sub-manufacturers to avoid price~fixing, ote.,accumula -

ted., Despite ﬁhis sibuation, the offiqial;biographer of the I.L.G.Wals

maintains that the mechanism of the Protocol was functioning satis-
311 .
Pactorily. Hourwich, who played s dremetic role in the affairs of

the Tubernetional for a brief period, claims, on the other hand,
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that there wasn't one point in the Protocol which not broken by a

manufacturer each week and calls atbeution, on the ﬁasis of an ange

lysis of 3,230 complaints”during one yearglgo the omne-sided nature
L “

of the strggglé"ﬁhich the workers were wagings

When Bisno was appointed as Chief Clerk of the Joint Board and

thus became spokesman for the workers, he sought to broaden the pow-

ars of the Protocol as well as to introduce a number of reformse
His position was a very difficult one, for he was confronted with

an "exbremely articulate membership brought up on the doctrine of

class struggle and thersfore eaper bto assert the unionts power over

the employer, and the need of mainbtaining friendly relations with
313 U i
‘the manufacturers&%;Yét ‘being"a man devoted to the interests of

the workers and long noted for his homesty and straightforwardness,
he immediately met face to face the issues affecting the workers,

313a ¢
the chief of which was the conbracting evi

His ideas upon the
subject of union supervision and control soon, howewer, evoked
the opposition of the Inbermationalls officers, particularly its
secretary=-treasurer, John Dyche, who was contemptuous of radicals,
believed that a strong union could be maintained only thpugh the
aid of a strong wanufacturers' assoclation, and demanded that the
chief clerk confine his activities to those of a skillful negotia=
314
tore Bisno was aoccused by Dyche as possessing "ignorance and doge
matism plus demagogy" and was criticized for his bellicose atbitude
toward the employers., He was finally removed bto anobther position,
after his life was mede miserable "by every menner of petty pere
$15 ~ /0
secution"%)
A/

The appoihtment of Isaac Hourwich, lawyer, economist and wri-

ter, to this office in Januray, 1913, intensified the controversy

8ll the more. FHe scon saw thalt the Protocol was defective in its
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statemont of rights and principles and began, 1like Bisno, to formu=-
late a program of legal reform. Soon it seemed that the movement
for amending the agreeoment was dr%fting under his guidance in the
direction of its complete aboliiign. Hourwich was "of an aggressive
temperament and greatly imbued with 'workers' class-consclousness's
To him the Proto??%/was 8 mere Lemporary tru§§7r%z?er than & promise
of durable peace', accordimg-to Professor Ferlmarls He was considered
impractical and revolubionary by the International, while Dyche,

on the other hand, years afterward maintained that he had & negé=
tive attitude toward unionsland characterized him &s e 100% individ-
ualist and Russien 4k, Hourwich himself later on declered
thet the Protocol did not bring about good will and unity, as the
unions leaders were constantly reiterationg. In fact, it had a de- :ﬂ[
moralizing effect upon the toilers in the shops, for, since the un-

ion would scab in the ovent of a strike, 1t weakened the spirit

of protests The officers pocame indifferent to the troubles of the

workers and played up to the association, whose members could dec-

lare lockouts by merely announcing & "reorgenization of the system 1
319 _—
of production@%)”’

Yot Hourwich continued to win favor among the messes, who
thought that the main funotion of their labor organizetion was to
fight their emplogzgs. He persisted in his agitation against the
Protocol througﬂerticles in ‘the publication of the New York oloak
makers and denounced the heads of the Tnternational as '"the tools
of the manufacturers“. s was revealed in his subsequent article
in the "Zuk;i%t" , Hourwich dhfjected to the Protocol.'s establishment
of & corporatién lawyer as the\;ai&g\of the union and to Brandeiss

interpretation of its provisions. The\alags struggle, he declared,

continued, despite the Protocol, and could not he ob¥iated through

7 | g
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diplomacy or phiiénthropy. Brandeis' concept of capital-labor harw

mony thus did not appeal'tQ\him, for he believed that to prevent
the workers from striking wﬁ;\%ghintroduce slavery in the shopse

n? - In Novemwber, 1913, he was degiédareappointment to the Joint
Board. As a result of this step, Loealll, composed of the more
aristocratic operators and finishers, among'w&m'were many radicale
minded younger men, withgigw. WMony of this local's members had pre-

viously taken the lead in the antisProtocol crusade, as they were

usually the shop chairmen and thus had to listen to ‘the workers?

complaints. They were solidly behind Hourwich, who also believed
in the strict enforeement of the agreements They were more revoluw-

tionaryeminded than the older elements who had built up the orgeniw=
bngbial 323

zation and he1ce wore more hesitant to endanger its existence,

But the referendum showed overwhelming support of Hourwieh on the
!
7
part of the masses and he was consequently reappointeds The manu-

facturers! associabion,-howewer, refused to accept this verdict,sand
324

the machinery of the Protocol was bemporarily suspended.

A great deal of pressure was now exerted by the General kxec- ‘f@
utive to persusde Hourwich that his continuwence in office would
-Q moen the end of the Internatiomsl. Though the masses were in up-
roar against his contemplated resignation, a meebing of fofby union
loaders, under the leadership of Gompers, and the refusal of the
Tnternational o remein as the guarambtor of the Protocol combined
to influence Hourwich's withdrawal from ogiice. The cloak makers

wore indignant ab this forced decision and invaded the office of

 the Joint Board and the Inbernational, smashing some of the furni-

Thqs a very hectic chapber came to on ende - -The- gtruggle 1is

still open to various" 1nterpretatlons. Levine says that its fun-
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damental causes lwy in the economic conditions ‘that developed as

a result of the Pr&focol and that it marked the first concrete les-
gson in meeting the @roblems of collective bargaining. Though Bisno
and Hourwich destroygg the halo that originally surrounded the Pro-
tocol, their work did‘é;ve a new insight into the practical elements
of uniogggm. A more se%@re judgment is the following: "The enbire
'Hourwich affair? symbol%ged-the class struggle in the needle trades,
with the International of%;cers liring up solidly with capital and
the rank andf ile militantiy démanding a fighting policy from those

organs which they had erecte&\for the protection of their class in=

terests. It made clear that the bosses, Yrathor th&ﬁ(? gﬁbQ§§g§>

\ B2

rather than the workers, were digtating o the International, The
hero of the drame wrote that the fight centered on the orgenizational o
form of the wnion.and the 1imitati5Qs of the Protocols The old

loaders of the union claimed that oﬁﬁy the Protocol could maintain

the organization, for, since no strikes were permitted, they could

spend their entire time in organizational efforts. This implied,
said Hourwich, that only a small minorigk, the "machine" consisting N
of officers, was inberested in the uhion.\ An organization of this "7

gsort would not conduct a struggle against k@@ association for fear

of endangering +the Protocols They leaders Qh@refore prevented any

criticism whatsoever, kept down the shop str%kes and bloocked all

roads to influencing the masses that were opd? to the "discontented

elements", Meetings by the opposition were c&lled illegal and the

official press wes censored. IL was his opposition to such a state

\
of affairs that brought him inbo conflict w%%% the employers and
the Inbernational officers, Hourwich maintainede \waever, only

a more thorough analysis of the facts can establiéh ‘the velidity

of all these differing opinlonse
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The Tailors Break Their Bonds

The 18th convention of the United Garment Workers, held in
October, 1914, provided the arema for the last battle Lo be waged
between the leadership and the vest majority of its constituency,
as the effort to disfranchise the garment workers of the large cen-
ters ended disastrously for the national officers, The restlessness
of the rank and file had already found expression in the Yiddish
press during the course of the year, while both sides econtinued to
hurl charges at each other;till the eve of the conventions The
radical tailors complained that the officers were using the label

for personal proﬂ%, and the officers in turn meinbained that the

..

developing upsurge was being promoted by outside influences, was / ”ﬂ
1

founded on race prejudice and a imed at the conbrol of the orpgsnie-
331 .
zation by the Jewish workers, And‘ﬁhdeed a New York Joint Board

had been formed in 1913, with the aid of the Jewish Boeialists who
once again rallied to the aid of the trade unions end took part

332
in their struggles, The widespread strike of that year Likewise-

helped to orgenize every branch of the trade with such favorable

results that the new labor orgenizations were maintained fo?rihe

first time in history of the industry in the face of a deprgg;iong
Soon enough, as a reaction tb these powebful stimuli, ‘the

"new spirit of active and intelligently directed democracy c%gzhad Y

with the immobile and deadening autocracy of the pgeneral off;oers“jl

Efforts of the New York locals in behalf of a referndum for chanpg-

ing the site of the convention from Nashville to Rochester, a more

centrally located city, were rejected, The former were likewlse

saddled with "enormous bills for alleged'defioiencies@&) Indeed it

seemed that the national officers were intent upon mainteining
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their positions &t all costs, for they seated the delegates of
the overall and shirt trades but denied admission bto those of the
clothing industry on the grounds of their being in arrears insigés.
Thus out of 203 delegates, fully 105 of them, who represented
over 40,000 toilers or aboutb 2/3 of the entire organization, were
barred from the floor of the gathering and consigned to the ggglemy,
Although it appears from the figures that the radicals did not have
the majority of the delegates, it must bevﬁggﬁéwig?m&ﬁd that the
larger locals did not receive their proportional number of repre-
sentatives, Eh? Insurgents therefore did speak for the majority
of ‘the member;ﬁip. As it became evident that the general officers
wanted to capbure the convention by fair or foul means (for insteice,
throtupgh a campgain of persounal abback and calumny, in which they '\w
endeavored to poison the overall workers against "Anarchists" and
Jows, ‘though some of them were also Jewish), the ineligible clothing
workers left the convenbtion in a body and organized their own cone
ference, Hillman was selected as president and Joseph Schlossberg

388
as the general secretary. The break was now permanent and finale

In their reports to the workers of New York and Chicego, the

sponsorsg of the "rump" convention pointed oub that the general of-
and '
ficers claimed the U.G.W. as thelir private proPerty,/ﬁnoited national

snimosities, that the convention site was surrounded by police and
that spies shadowed some of thems Despite-all this, "no stone was
left unturned, no effort-was spared and we sbopped at nothing in

e 339
our attempts to establish peace", they declered, But the bid for

the emicebls setblement of the controversy was spurmed by the -
netional officers.
The two groups then sought to heve their representatives ac-

cepted by the A.F, of L. convention of November, 1914, Yel, despite




TR,

oo S

o] T Sem 0,

the fact that Hillwen's organization presented a rather forceful

~case in a leaflet distributed at said gathering, Rickert's faction

waes recognized, according to the established procedure of the A.F,
of L. not to acknowledge groups that break away from their parent
bodye A special convention was therefore called at the end of Do~
cember in New York by Hillman's followers'to "bake up constructive
work of the most fundsmentel and radical ﬁgd@; For the o groups
now conducted a jurisdictional dispute, iﬁ@hich the "old guard" had
possession of the funds and the headquarters while the insurgents
were winning the confidence of the membership in the garment indus-
trys Out of this conference in New York, which was attended by

134 delegates from 68 local unions and 5 distriet councils, was
born the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America, which expressed
most eloquently the new spirit of industrial unionism and presented
the most perfect embodiment of the Jewish workers! conception of
the function of their labor organizations, |

The prineciples and objectives of the A.C.We of As may be sum-
marized as follows:

1. The "ultimate aim of the labor movement is to bring the
working class into its own and bto transform it from a working class
within a capitalist society into a free and democratic industrial
republic@%} The union should thersfore be able to "elevate the wor -
kingmen méntally, materially, morelly and in every other sense,
while gathering strength for the ultimate emancipation of the wore
king class from the wage Systemﬁy For the "time has come for the
organization of a union of clobthing industry workers that will be-
come an integral part of the revolutionary ermy that will emanci-
pate the working oiiisﬁ%](;

2¢ The labor movement itself should be democratic. The election
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of officers should therefore take place by a referendum vote in
order to insure the application of the democratic rule in the labor
organization. This was in contrast to the provisions of the old
constitution which concentrated all the power in the hands of the
officers who proceeded to meke the union "an emporium for the sale
of suppliesﬁ,;i(

3 Alth;ugh the label had been used in the past as a "talisman"
to enslave the workers to the bosses in the factory and the union
and had required o great expenditure of funds for advertising pur-
poses, 1t was to be continuedes Bub the workers were to remember
that "the power that affords protection to the ﬁorkingmen is not
the gemerosity of the comsumers but the powerful organization of V

!

342 174
the producersisy }

4e The mo;ement was to support its "own political part%yhich
stands loyal to ‘the working class and whosg aim is the emancipation
of the working class from wage slavery', "

Thus, the last of the larpge netional bodies of Jewish toilers |
came inbto existence, breathing an air of defiance against the er E
istbing social order and permeated with the spirit of industrial un~
ionism, which to them meant the general enlighterment of the working
men, particularly in the teachings of universal class solidarity,
and the eventual abolition of the wage system. This was indeed the
urowning offort of the Jewish labor movement. Large labor organi-
zations had been built up patiently and tirelessly within 35 years,
until around 1920, out of 518,000 wage earners in all the branches
of the clothing industry, about 305:800 %ere organized in unions,
forming a 60% total of unionized woﬁigrgi According to the American
Labor Year Book of 1917-18, only the breweries had a higher percent-

ago, around 89%.. This was a remarkable achievement and one to which

the Russian-Jewish immigrants could ppint with pride and satisfaction.



"CHAPTER SIX: CONTRIBUTION L
THE SIGNIFLCANCE OF THE AMERICAN-JEWISH Hl
LABOR MOVEMENT i
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Though it is diffiocult to discuss fully the services rendered

by the Russian-Jewish imnigrants to the Americaen labor movement

from 1880 to 1914, sinece much of their labor did not yield fruit

till after the last'date of this period, it is possible to call at-

tention to some of the distinguishing characteristics of the various

trade unions which they brought into beinge The struggle for the

economic and political emancipabion of the sweat shop foilers which

was fostered by the Fast 5ide residents became an integral part

of Ameriean trade unlonlism in its very ecarly sbages, for many of

the immipgrants either joined the existing labor bodies or formed

new ones, soon after their arrivel on these shoress Since they en- e
tered the wunorganized branches of the clothing industry, they had @,
to establish "their own labor movement with its unions, press, be-
nefit sociebies, cooperatives and propaganda cl&bs@}jﬁw’

In this respect, their pfevious experience and training in the
Russian Pale of Settlement stood them in good stead. For they "came
largely from commercial cenbters where they had contact with radi-
cal political movements. Many of them had practical experience
as leaders in these democratically governmed‘prépaganda SOGie%ies;
fnd large numbers of their intellecbuals possessed a theoretical
and practical kmowledge of the world labor mQVGmeitdaEJ In fact,
some very striking parsllels cen be drawn between the Jewish work-
ing classes of Russia and the Unibted States as regards their eco-
nomic orientation and menbal outloogi As-has been indleatved in
prévious chapters, the same occupational concentration and induse
trial s isolation of the Jewish wage earners was to be found in
both countries. Both the Bund and the local movement operated in

n Jowish~dominated sector of the national economy and seemed o




=176

agree, at least in spirit, on matlbers relevant to the Jewish com=
manitys Both were also subject to the influence of +he revolution-
ary political parties and mainbained consbant coubact with the ra~
dical activities of the non=-Jewish elements in the country., Final-
1y, bofh represented an advanced and alert segment of the general
working population, the one participating in the battles to depose
the Czar and the other straining with all its might to bring about
lmprovements in the sweat shop autoeracy.

By 1914, the International Ladies Garment Workers Union, Uni-
ted Cloth Hat end Cap Makers of North America, International Fur
Workers Union end the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America stood
on very solid ground, for the vast majority of the workers in the
various brancheé of the needle trades were to be found on union
rolls. This marked a disbtinct contribution to the Americen labor
movement, foriyhe Jewish working class contained about 15% of the
nation's toiigrs and 1ts record of unionization was ne®rt to the
highest in the couﬁtryc This accomplishment becomes éll the more
significant when we take into account the gruelling, up<hill battle
which the early pioneers had to wage against the inertia of the
working msasses and the opposition of the employerss Hobt one of
the large national bodies existed before 1890 and only the United
Garment Workers, from which the Amalgamated later seperated, was
in continuous exisbence since 1900e The Socialist-Anerchist war=
fare, the emergence of internal facbiomal strife, the growth of
dual unionism in its various manifestations as well as the cheo-
tic nature of the industry itself at times proved to be almo%f in =
surmounttable obétacles. Hope alternated with-despair. Buﬁifhe
Yiddish press and the imtellectuals strove to educate the immi=

grants and to build e firm basis of morale, They had to contend
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with many evils, the most pernicious being that of the contracting
systems For since the manufacturer could dictate wages through Tow
rates to the contractor and thus remove himself from the hiring of
labor, "™the unions long lacged & fulerlm for a permanent raising

of the conditions in the traddW.

Thus, the early period up to 1900 served as a school in which

8 learned the significance of unlonization through their
sporadic efigrts to improve conditioms in the shops. The various
trades grew ;énﬁinuously during the time but the tollers were in
no position to ;égist exploitation and mal-treabtment. It was only,
of influence
as their national o?génizations became factors/in the various bran-
ches of the ¢lothing ihgustry, that their struggles no longery re-
mained mere reflexive ac%éhagainst intolerable conditlons but book
‘the form.of.carefully plann;a\and executed battles, They then be-
gen considering ways of exertiﬁg,direct control and supervision
over the trades, bringing about mﬁéhgneedad reforms, paying atten-
tion,educational needs and joining wifh\the political endeavors of

the working class. Such was the course of\deﬁelapment taken by and
N

large by the various Internationals, although-the cap makers' union

6 AN
has been used by way of illustrations \\

The unions of the clothing workers indeed mede a very dramatic
and rapid rise to success., However, it is mostly in their philoso-
phy, methods, aims, and educational program that their great sig-
nificance lies, Their distinguishing characteristics may be listed
as foliows:

l. The garment: industry's labor organizations which arose
primarily from the mass movements of the unskilled and semi-skilled

wage earners were constructed along highly-centralized industrial




=178~

linee;E As has already been pointed out, they eschewed the crafb
structure of trade unionism to pionmeer, along with the brewers and

miners, in applying a "spirit of broad-minded all-inclusiveness to

all workers in the industryf%j Professor Perlmen considers them to
be an example of "socialist industrialisnﬁij That is the type of

’ . [ W
unionism which aims to present a front "ooextensive with the em-

ployers! association and to atbtain equal footing with the bosses™

by ineluding the %glled ond the unskilled within one fold, which
fevors political action through an independent working class party,
and is amenable to the influence of the Socialistse
2, Such unions naturally developed & philosophy different from
what prevailed amongst the existing lebor organizations. They were |
of + 7 a type "which binds its members in & fraternity of ideals and
is based on a sensqfof gsoliderity in a tireless struggle toward a
new system of socge;y@%/ They thought of the immediate improvemert
of the working conditions only as:ﬁﬁans toward a larger end--the - ﬂ%w
ultimete economic emsneipation of the class. Such an approabh was i
due largely to the following reasons: ‘ i
In the first place, the bulk of the early American unions had
a narrow attitude t%bward their function in society because they
developed at a time when many econoﬁic opportunities abounded in
the lands The skilled craftsmen organiied themselves merely to im-
prove their bargaining powers When, however, the needle trades!
unions'came into existence,few economio opporbunities were avall-
able while, on the obher hand, thgre oxistod a great deal of com-
petition for jobs which required little skille With the further
introduction of‘machinery in the shops, the element of specializa~
tion was removed for»th@~most-pa&%}at the same time that the in-

flux of immigr&tioﬁ oreated a vast supply of labore. The unions
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could not therefore hope to bring about lasting improvements unless
the entire trade was organized and significent social changes were
me.dee

In the second place, the nature of the clothing industry ite
self with its slack seasons and coultracting evil caused the move-
ment to "bulld its orpganizational strengbh upon e class consecious=
ness looking towards complete economic emancipaigonﬁé) Gonditions
were so unstable that the only hope for improvement éeemod to lie
in the abolisgggg%’of capitalism. It was only a common protest
and hope for a better world that could tie all the workers of the
trade tegether. Thus it came about that the "necessities oft he
realistic economic and industrial conditions ledd (the needle trades

immediate

workers) to develop a new type of union that regards/improvements

11 70
as the means to the creation of a new order.

This is a rather idealistic description of the mental meke-up
of the Russien=-Jewish immigrants, as presented by Budish in his
book, "The New Unionism in the Clothing Industry@k} A greater acw
quaintance with the general labor movement is required belore one
can pass Jjudgement on the validiﬂ%y of his statements. Yet though
he calls attention to the activity of a “considerable nucleus of
cultivated Boclalist intellectual&@ﬁ he is prone Lo under-estimate
their influence and to base his con;lusions on an atbitude that re-
sembles econcmic fatalism, Budish seems to imply that the Socialist
ideal was used in order to create the various unions among the Jew-
ish toilers. This is quite accurate, if we take into account the
immigrant nature of the workers, their petty=bourgeois inclinations
and their contacts with the events of the Russian revolutionary move-

mente It may therefore be true that the radical principles "served
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more as & bond bto hold the membership tpgether than as a severe

gnide in ite rxelationship to the employersqy as Perlman meinteins.
Yot the activities of the wvarious radical elements, who alone ten-
ded the growing labor movement, were comsciously directed boward
influencing the East Side toilers "to orgenize for the ultimate eman-
cipation of the working class" and seriously hoped to achieve their
aimse Were 1t not for their presence in the New York ghetto, other

roads might indeed have been selected by the Jewish wepge earners,
Iy

FANNS
(EYV L U R

They therefore deserve far more credit than is usually acknoWledged
to them.

Of course the Jewish labor movemen®t weas not wniygue in certain
of its features, for our country in its early days "witnessed the
simulteneous development of an Inglish-speaking labor movement
featuring pure and simple unionism, and & German-spealking labor
movement sponsoring industrial and radical unienism, and indepen=
dent, working class and Soeilalist political action@h} As--hed.already.
beenwiﬁﬂiéated,uggé Jewish unions were indebted o Tthe Germen labor
organizations for help and stimuwlus afforded them in their early
dayse This adds what might therefore be considered a fourth factor
in the influences that helped to shape the Jewish. unionss

But whatever the cause may have been, this fact 1s certain:

a militent spirit wes expressed in the preambles éf the verious In-
tornationals, proving that their “whole tendency is in the dirsction
of training the worker for assuming control of production and of
acceptiggfthe social and economic responsibility which such control
involvé;@%)A.fGW'examplas will bear this out. The cap makers, for
instance, wished to "co-operate with the national and universal labor
nmovement for the final emancipation of the wage earner and for the

establishment of the Cooperative comonwealth% The I.L.G.W.U.
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declares its aim to be to "organize industrially into a class-
conscious trade unione..to bring about a system of society wherein
the workers shall receive the full wvalue of their produotﬂj The
U, G.We recognized the Socialist newspapers as its official organs
and declared for agitation among the membership in fayor of partie-
cipating in the political acbivities ol the Sociiﬁistge

3e "In addition to supporting the progressive policies of un-
ionism, Socimlism and cooperation, (the Jewish unions) havi5ﬁgen
the pioneers in launching end initiating many vital activitiesﬂb
They thus introduced the method thet is known as "constitutionalism"
in industry. "By means of it, the needle trades have been erecting
upon the ordinary trade agreement a system of govermment that had
already replaced over wide areas of shop management the former

186 @.

}

arbitrary pow%rtof the owner jﬁ The Protocol resembled the usual
trade oontmct?with ‘these exceptionsy (1) there was no definite
period for its operation, since it was terminable at will by either
side, (2) and provision was made for the continuation of bodies of
conciliation and arbitration as well as of supervisioh of sanitary
conditions. The Jewish unions were thus "the first to improve on
the old collective bargaining practices byintroduoing machinery
that functions continuously, giving the workers en equa%7voic%q
with the employer in the administration of the working oonditions@%/

In this was perhaps revealed the dual character of the Jewish
trade unionism for though it was not content with the wage system,
it did not hesitate to make "supreme use of the highest practical
acquisition of the A.Fe. of Le==-namely, the trade agroementsee, re=
interpreting and applying the latter in a spirit ofjg broader labor

18

solidarity than the told unionism' of the Federation?@i How this
(%
adjustment was brought about is difficult to determine by one wake
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‘kw' who has no inbimete acquaintance with the intricate logic of labor
problemse ﬁoy it is indeed difficult to explain Vladeck's stateé{
ment, for instaﬁqg, thet the Jewish workers were ahead of the rest
i) of the labor moveﬁﬁh& in their political views and aspirations but
that economically the&yh%ve been very "practical in their devotion
to the best interests of éﬁe&industry and have striven for the im=-
mediate improvement of work—wgéenponditigns@%/ Tnless of course,
a8 the critics "on the left" mainﬁgin{ ‘the féadership at the helm
of the unions was more practical-mind@é’t@an the insurgent rank
and file, “

4, The abolition of sweabt shop conditions wes in part due to
the efforts of the workers themselves. Though they were often ac-
cused of being responsible for their existence,zgho fact remains L

that the industry itself was the source of this evile Since ‘the

middle of the 80s, contimious agitation was conducted to introduce

anti-sweating lews in the various states. Yot though success often

abbended these offorts for legislative reform and laws were placed

on the books, it was in reality the appearance of the Joint Board

of Sanitary Control as provided by the Protocol of 1910 that marked
the greatest advance in this field of activity. It was bhis attempt
at self-regulation on the part of the uniomns, the employers and the
interested public servants that produced the best results, without

ineiting any 11l will or resorting to police powers The Board at

once began to expand and grow until by 1913 it became an important
factor in promoting the sanitary reformation of the New York cloak
and dress tiade.

Some atteﬁtion was also paid by the I.L.G.WeUs Tto the health
of the workers after 1913, Until then, little had been done in this

respect, because of the growth of Praternal orders, such as the

44~———————————————————————————————____;:------ll.llll
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Arbeiter king, and because many thougﬁ&this was "outside the pro=
vince of and inconsistent with the militant function of a labor
unionﬁ;; In 1913, however, a medical division of the Joint Board
wa.s cr;ated which subsequently lead tot he establishment of the Union
Health Centre, the only institution of its kind in the American la-
bor movement at the iimﬁ.

5, The unions hawve also shown how immigranti can be sueccessful«
ly organized on the basis of broad minded union?gm. For the needle
brades labor orgenizations are "really a ocomposite of a number of
southern and easter European iicas“j’although the Jews have preodo=
mineted in leadership and membership. Whereas the conservative
officers of the U,G.W. leid their orgenizatiomal failures to the
"pacial clannishness and radicalism of the Jews andzitaliéﬁé6%)these
foreign~born workers have shown how the friction between raceé and
nationalities, often encouraged by the employers, can be overcome
through the spirit of class solidarity and the common struggle for
a better life. {ourwich in his able discussion of the question of
labor organization among immigrants, to which refé;;ﬂéé”hés already
boen made in Chapbter Three, disproves the "reluctance of East Buro-
pean immigrants to bnter labor disputes involving e loss of time"
or th?ir "ready acceptance of low wages and existing working con=-
ditioigﬁkj His figuré%éfhat have already been quoted elsewhere
indicaterthat the clothing industry workers were organized well
above the average for tﬁp country and possessed the capacity for
concerted strike action, %hat they did not underbid the older im~

3
migrent races and that conditions in the industry were improved

substantially with their entrance into the shopse
6. They have also showm oubtstanding success in the organiza-

tion of women, " a success unusual in American trade union experw
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ience"s In this respect, they wére without doubt pioneers in the

American labor movement. For, as Judge Panken writes, up to 1900,
when the first organization of waist makers was formed with the

help of the U.H.T., there was "not & single labor organization in

the U.8, composed of women workers--not iié@v Yet by 1923, the
sbatement could be made that the needle brades "cover the industry
employing women Wthh has accomplished most during the past twenby
yeaii(&/ Thus out of the 100,000 members in the 90 locals of the
ToLoGeWeUs , 8bout 50% were womene \Ib is in this branch of the clo=
thing industry that they have "made immense advances in wages, hours
and sanitary oondltmons, all of which advantages they have gained
hand in hand with + he mﬁle; The women of looals 22 and 25 of the
Weist and Dress Mekers' Unionm. disp]ayed groat courage and ploneering
zeal in the famous strike of 1909, wh%oh get new forces in motion
among the sweat ghop'ﬁoilersu This beédmes'all the more signifi- /}
cant when we téke into account the fact that in 1910 there were

aboutb 242,086 women working in the garment trades of the entire 1”_
countiga (Thls »of coursge includes the markets outside of Wew York i
City as wel]{lj Thusﬁ%ob only have the women formed the backbone

of the labor forces but have also given impetus;gnd provided ine
spiretion for the unions and proven themselves to be faithful and
staunch allies in the endless struggle for a better 1ife.

7 The needle trades unions were Likew“ue tho“"vexy first bo
appreciate the significance of workers?! eduoablon Z/ From the ear=
liest days of unionism in the clothing industry, a close bond ex-
isted between the purely economic and distinctly educational efforts
of Tthe labor organizations. Perhaps since the workers were scat-

tered in trades of an inferior industrial strucbure and could draw

orgenizational strength only from the ties of consclous working
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class solidarity end the promise of full emancipation, the leaders

found it necessary to combine educational work with organizational
32
offortse TFurthermore, as has already been.shown, the radical ine

tellectuals made continuous efforts to reach the working moassese

Thus, some of the early cloak makers' unlons grew out of educabtional
‘ 33

z}ubs or were connected with societies for educational purposes.
Y
- \

%ﬂyhe 80s, likewlse, the ephemesral btrade unions were ratherrmore
like debating clubs than real trade ongenizations, - At the meetbing s,
general principles and aspirations were often discussed along with
daily questions of hours andeagis. Perhaps it was the failure to
obtain improvements i@;theNAhop conditions that intensified the hope
for the genera;,rédéﬁstruotion of society and perhaps il was one Jii
tirely gge’%bnthe fact that the early organizatignal efforts were
lafgéi; directed by a small number of revolution;gies. In eithef
6&3@}w£ﬂ; immigrants were schooled in matbers nobt usually considered
to be within the province of unions and were bthus better prepared
to cope with soclal-economic problemss. it
Bebween 1890 and 1900, educational clubs continued to be formed 1y
by the cloak mekers, Thesgwgttempts we;e,chqwevar,vgppradiq)and
"undi£f@x@ntiatedmin~purposdwy HNo line was ggawn between education,
propaganda, politics and revolutionary agitation. The debates beolw
ween the Socialists end the Anarchists at the union meetings and -
gessions of the U.,H.T. no longer took place during this decade as
the latbter lost out in influence and prestige. Instead, various
socleties for self-education were formed. Thus a Workers'! School
came into being in 1899 and a Jewish Workers' League was established
in 1901 to study industrial problems, econogzcs, otc.
Even during the first decade of the 20th century, during the

period of rapid trade union progress, interest in social and economic
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problems was maintained and the unions continued to organize lec=-
tures, musicales, etcs, while the educational activities of the
Arbeiter Ring also grew in numbere. Though the L.L.G.W.U. was too
weak to meet the growing educational demands of the membership,
resolutions were passed urging the locals to arrange lectures end
to lssue leaflets from time to time, Buch great strides had been
taken in this direcbion by the end of the decade that the desire
for purely agitational work had diminisheds, The labor movement
had by now come into its owne The growth of the New York locals
of the I.L.GW.U, in 1912=13 and the consequent demand for more
active workers, as woll as the urgency of educating the wage earners
in the principles of the Probocol oreated new problems, The In=
ternational therefore passed a resolubtion in 1914, expressing the
need to "dwell particularly upon the more solid aund preparatory
work of education and not to devobte much time to the mere superfi-
cial forms of agitation and propaganda wh?ch have been the main
features of our educational work in the pggt&:/ This laid the foun~-
dation for the fubure edudational work underteken by the T.L.G.W.U.,
as & result of which it became the first organization in the cloth=
ing industry to embark upon such an activity. "As far as is known,
this unionywas the pioneer in education in the labor movement of
Amerii:gq?? ¢

The role of the Yiddish labor press in helping to organize the
Jowish working masses must also not be forgotben, as was alpeady
indicated in the fomrth ciipter. Great service was likewise ren
dered by the U.H.T., which in a way might be considered as the god~-
father of all thé Jewish unions in the couﬁtry. ¥o finer tribute
can be paid this central body than that contained in the congrat-

ulatory letter sent by Walter Citrine on the occasion of its 50th
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enniversary:''During my visits to the United States I had ample evi-
dence, confirmed by my reading of American Trade Union history, of
the significent work which the U.H,T, has coomplished emong the im-
migrant workerse. It has exercised am important function in strengthe
ening Trade Union loyalby emong them and uniting them with the gon=
eral organization of the American Workers in the American Federation
of Labore, Itd task has not been easy. Ibs success in helping the
lmmigrant workers to assimilate the principles and tradtions they
have carried from the 0ld World to the New, to adjust themselves
to the conditions of American life, and to develop organic relations
with the Trade Unions of America is the best possible testimony to
the wisdom and farsightedness of those Who founded the U.H.Ta fitty i
years ago, and to those who have guided its activitbies ever égnce." |
In closing, it should be noted that the garment trade workers
may have also "helped to socialize America. For it was their spec-
tacular struggle for e living wage and for constitutionalism in
industry that from time to time stirred up doep sentiments of syme i
pathy in the communiby at large and aroused a 'social consciousness!? |

44
where there were social indifference snd misunderstanding before," ey

© All in all, the Russian-Jewish immigrants my teke their welle

deserved place in the vanguard of the American labor movement for
their pioneering achievements and the lasting national unions they
managed to establish on firm foundations., This is the monument
which the exploited indusbrial "slaves" reared during their long
sojourn in the modern Egypt of the sweat shope The citizens of the
present and the future heve good cause to listen to the sbory of
their accomplishménts and permanent conbtribution to the fabric of

American life,
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