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0.Ueatlen, 

Te 117 Wite, 11ar1-, wlw a4-er■tan4• 

.. ll&Ja7 thlnga 41r••tl7, like leTe 

ant k1n4n•••• &DIil •t.•• teel1ngs ran 

N d.eep that ahe •an ahare th- With 

••• eTen W1 the•t •rd.a, eTen at a 

·i•tan••· .. 

Te 117 daughter, Melinda, whese peUDlling 

en the •••r et ■7 stu47 -• a eenstant 

re.inter et ene et 117 lite'• greateat 

J•7• • the ail• et a l•nng •h1ld. ••• 

M7 •rk ia first ef all fer the■• 



Thee1e Abatraot 

A Place to Grow, The SJmgogue u a Bu.an Growth Center 

Thie work 1a an att-,t to eQlore the current 

1clent1t7 ori■le ot Aaerioan Jewr,. Beoauae Jna are ■o 

cleepl7 1~1Tecl 1n the aoet acl~ecl and tuture-orlentecl 

sectors of Aaerican eoo1et7, an anal.7ale ot Aaerioan 

1clent1tJ on thle trontler le preaentecl. The conclulon le 

that a tl■e ot trana1t1on le at bald, aggrantecl b7 ■nere 

oTerehltte awq tro■ the neceeaar, coaponente ot co-un1t1, 

engag,ment, and dependence. 

Brlk Brlkaon'a lldrk 1s uecl 1n an anaJ7e1s of 14ent1t7 

as a structure ot both 1nd1 nduale and groups. The.n an 

em1nat1on ot aer1oan Jewlsh 14ent1 t7 le -4e on the 

baste. ot both. h1.stor1oal progression and Brikaon • 111 IIOdel. 

The growth and deTelop■ent ot aer1oan Jewlah 14ent1t7 1a 

traced tro■ the period ot the But-Buopean ■1grat1on to the 

pre■ent, nth part1oular eapbae1a on the workings ot 

1dentlt1oat1on wlth the State ot Israel as an 111.portant 

14entJtJ component. 

The current Jewlah 14ent1t7 cr1a1a 1a ezplorect 

theoret1call7 and thl"Ough the use ot the Pein and Lenn 

reports. Conolualons 1nolude the real1sat1on that a Ttable 

new 14ent1ty 1a not 1-ec11atel7 torthoo111ng. What 1a aost 

needed 1a a means ot proT1d1ng a sense ot co-un1~7 to cleal 

with the pain that 14ent1t7 loss 1~1Tea, as well as to 

pl"Oncle a climate 1n wtuoh new tonaul.at1ona haTe a obanoe 

to grow. 



The pro4:uotlon ot euch a 011-te depends upon an 

orlentatlon that prondee underataDatng an4 lnelg)Jt. 

hrther, the ue ot oelle, wonabope, an4 teapo111r7 qet­

are exi,loN4 •• be1118 the tonaa ot ■-all group eettlnge 1n 

whloh J ... can_begln th• won ot 4eTelop1ng a nable Jntah 

l4ent1ty tor the tutve. 
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Thia paper le about .Jelllah 14ent1t7 in Aaerloa • 

.Although our pr1aa17 oonoern 1• nth Beton .J114a1•, .. lllll 

touoh u NU. on the tota11t7 ot .Jellleh •zp•rl•no• 1n th1• 

ooat17. 

In d..Ung 111th 14eat1t7 n tlnd that n are 4eal.1ng 

With the tuture. lfec deatn to Imo• where n ban been, anl 

where n are now, that .. ~ km• where n are gotng. And. 

1t la not the tar tutun tbat n are dealing 111th, but 

rather the future tbat la near at haDlt, an4 1n ~ plaoea, 

JDq alrea47 haTe arr1 Ted. ID a land .. ooaplez .. OUJ'II. 

and aa geograph1oall7 41nne, rat•• ot obaage alao d1tter 

greatl.7. Vbat le ourrent ln Loe Angeles ~ be 7et tw 

7eara hence 1n 1111 .. u••• Id ... that are now appearing ln 

.1ournale or predlot1•• aoololoo, an4 ln th•••• like thla 

one,~ ln tact be the reallt7 ot our Ute st7l• 1n fl•• 

or ten 7eare. 

Ve~ watt patlentl.7 anl let the future oTertue u, 

nepondlng to change rather than oreatlng lt. I, tor one, 

do not neh to do thla. The attapt here la to create the 

future, to shape lt, to llake lt be what n would ant lt to 

be. To do ao •• need knowledge, understanding, anal.7ata. 

"Vltbout thla perapeotl-n, howenr dlatorted, n ba•• no 

obanoe at all to nll and ahap• our future, n oan onl7 

baok lnto lt."1 

A goocl deal ot that perapeotl-n depend• on tln41ng out 

what la ourrentl7 going on nth .Jenab 14entlt7 ln AaeHoa. 

'!'IIO recent atudles ha•• attempted to proT14• ao■• ot th• 

data. One was 0011111.aaloned b7 the Central contereno• ot 



Aaeriaan Babbie, an4 the ether bJ" the Unien et Aaeriean 

Hebrew C.ngregatiena. A reeent beek, Aaeri•a •• ~ b7 

Marshall Sklar• (as well aa ether nrks bJ the -e aatber) 

haa a44ed te eur blewleclge et oente■per&r7 Jelf1ah atv.cll••• 

Yet, bJ" Sklare's ewn a4aisaien at a leeture in Pebruar)-, 

1973 at the Hebrew Unien C.llege, eTen his latest n.rk is 

the ■ereat epen1ng ehapter in a teta1 seoielegy et the 

Aller1ean Jew. 

Our data and. reseureea, then, in the field et 

.. nte■pel'&X'J" Jewish studies, are re1ativel7 ■eager. While 

the werk ef preparing a there11gh Alleriean Jewish seeieleg 

gees en, there ia anether aTenu• we nul• explere. W• Will 

uae an anal.7sis er Aaeri.an identit7 te explere the ■eaning 

er being a Jew in A■erioa. The use ef this teel preTi4es 

■any Taluable insights, and ■uch understanding. If we •an 

better understand the oenTergenoe et Aaeriean identity and 

Jewish 1dentit7, we will be better able te deal With the 

d1vergenoes between the twe. 

A. Jews and the Frent1er 

Up te, and inoluding the preaent, Jews are ■ere 

1nvelved with the trent1er aspects ef Aaer1oan ac1et7 than 

any ether greup. By frentier we ■ean Teeter11, trends, and 

tendencies. We .ail •trent1er• these ele■ents er the 

present that are eperat1Te fer ■■all greupa ef the elite 

and which, with reasenable eerta1nt7, ean be predioted te be 

the d1reet1en teward wh1eh the -1natrea■ er A■erioan 



_,_ 

eoo1et7 Will Nen ••e. V• tlnll tbat w1 th ••t, 1t mt al:l 

,t these trenlla, Jews an ln the ftllgllU"Cl, 

1. Aaer1oan aootet7 1■ •nng tollal'Cl a ••l'Tlo• u 

oppeaed te a labor or1entatlen. llen an4 •re pNpl• an 

aple,-ed tn llblte-oellar u eppo■ed te blue-cellar l•ba 

than ner betere. In 1956, ter the tlr■t t1ae 1n eur 

hlator7,, onr halt the wner■ ln Aaatoa he14 llhlte­

cellar l•ba.2 

Tb• atattatloa ter J-• euggerat• thi■ tnnll. 

VheNN 1n 1960 appnnaalH7 bal.t the adult Ml• populatten 

~ne4 tn blu oellar- leba,:, the t1gUN ter adult Ml• 

Jews .,-s seae11here areun4 fifteen per oent.4 'l'h• rema1n1ng 

e1ght7-tl•e per cent et the Jenab aalea held white-cellar 

~obs ~n Yarioua categorle■, protesa1enal, -nag-.ra and 

prepr1etora, clerical, sales. 
l 

2. V1th1n the white-cellar work force, the trend 1a 

toward that oategor,- termed -i,reteaa1ona1.• The fastest 

grew1ng aeotor et the work force are the prof•tl!li•!llll,s.5 

Here teo, Jews abow th1a trend tar aore atrengl.7 than 

doea the general population. In 1960, proteaaionala IUde 

up about twenty-two per oent of the Jew1sh adult ul.e 

nrk1pg population, while the t1gure tor the general! 

pop~tion •• about thirteen per oent.6 'l'h1a haa happened. 

wlth great speed, 1n the spaoe of one or at aoet, two 

generations. •Th• ~eel With llhioh Jews ha•e been monng 

tollllrd preteaa1enal oooupatiena is apparent trea the taot 

that only two per cent ot Jlale. Jew1ah tamtl7 heads age 

s1xty-t1•• and o•er are protesa1onala.•7 



). Large urban centers, 111th the1r oloa•lJ' al11e4 

nbarba, are gn111ng 1n at·se an4 pepulat1on 4ena1 t7. '!'be 

urban pepulatton 4oubl.es en17 eleTen J'N.1'8.8 

OTer D1n•tJ"-t1Te per oent et .Aaertoan J••• 11n 1n 

urban oentera.9 

4. In tens of e4uoat1en, the trend 1s clearlJ' tollUd 

un1Teraal college ectuoat1en. Tb• state er C&l1fom1a 
• 

. al.r4a41' hall oomattted. 1taelt to thla 14eal. Larger and 

larger nuabers of both ■en and w■en are rece1T1ng college 

and graduate aobaol hare••• 
The Jews baTe ampaseect all ether groups 1n both the 

ra~• and th• -unt of the1r ectuoat1onal aoh1eT•enta. On1J' 

no• 1a the gap beginning tool•••• J'•t 1t 11&7 oeaae to e:xist 

•nlJ' at some po1nt 1n the tuture.10 

Although stat1at1oa are mt aa rea4.117 a"f'a1lable, 1t 

se•a sate to fJ&J' that this pattern belda true tor- other 

aapeota of the trent1er. Jews are 1nvo1Ted, out of all 

pl'9port1on to their nUJ1bers, 1n the counter-culture, the 
I 

}mw•n1et1o social sciences, and the media. In all 

probability, Jews are caught up in the 1ncreaa1ng mob111tJ' 

t~t 1a sweeping the country. Bapacially 1n the professional 

sect.rs of the econoay, people are n-looat1ng won t1aes, 

and more often, than eTer betore.11 

This •frontier• aspect has tar-reaching consequences. 

The abrupt trans1t1ona it entails effect 1dent1tJ". It we 

wuJ.4 understand much of what Aaerioan Jews are ourrentlJ' 

un4ergo1ng, •• need to Jene• •re about 1dent1t7 en the tnnt1er. 



"' 
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Thew., 1n whi•h we new the •urrent a1tuatten 1a 

T1tal. O)tt1ena run the gaaut trea 111.ld.-ei-ect ept1a1a te 

equall.7 Wild-e7ed. P•••1111a. Are we ourrentl.7 ping 

threugh a per1e4 et g~. eTelutlen? Are we 1n a 

per1ed et trana1t1en tna an elder •Mn.ate •r4•r 1-■ed. en 

... re1tJ' tea new ene 1-■ecl en abllndan••? Are we 

ezperienelng a NTelut1en, ,re,elllng u teward. a tuture 

a• cUtterent trea what we haTe uw that we Mnnet eTen 

••n•e,tul.1ze lt? Ia the wrld. real.17 tall1ng a:,art areund.. 

u■? 

B. The Sha,e et the Te•bneleg1•al Prent1er 

B7 &D7 re•kent:ng, •hang• 1• the -J•r aape•t et the 

•urrent ■ltaatlen. Change 1n•luclea noh thinga aaa 

raapant 1nn.Tat1en ln all areaa et lite, rapid ebaele■een•e 

et ,redu•ts, knewledge, and teehn1quea1 aceeleratlen ln the 

pa•• et lite, 1n•reued cl1Tera1ty ef inte:naatlen input, 

1n•reaae4 cUveraity et e%per1en••• aet1T1t7, ant lite style, 

deoreasecl tiae-lag between preduet-•enoept1en and aarketlng 

et the f1D1ahecl arti•le, et•. Alvin Teffler, writing in 

Future Sheck, 1:s, I think, •erre•t in ld.entlf71ng the 

quantity and qual1t7 et •bang• as the a1ngle ••at 1apertant 

tacter et eur •urrent age. 

Aaeng theae whe Tlew th1a a1twat1en With great 

ept1a1a 1s Ellis R1Tk1n. Net enly are we 1n an era et 

unpreoedented •bang• and ex,ana1en, but this perlet et 

rad1•al teohnelegleal lnneTatlen 1■ te reaaln nth u■ 
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peraanentl71 

In oentnat to the teohnelegloal break­
through ln •t-, ■teel, an4 eleotr1o1tJ', 
the atoalo, oeaputer, an4 aere-apace 
·techmleglea are oharaoter1se4 'bJ' an 
lntn-struoture and lnner cbnaalo that 
breeds pel'IIUlent reftlutlen:12 · 

1'hl• peraanent reftlu,1en, et oeurae, breed• J'a4.1oallJ' 

new ~u••• There ls aeae claQger that there llaJ' be a 

Tlolent baoklaah tn■ the r1ght against th•. Tbere haTe 

al.read.J' been ••118h olaahea ot thla tne to glTe soae 

credence to the danger. Yet, oentends Blffln, the 

econoalc- ~wth •n llhlch eur wealth and proaperlt7 are 

based "111 net stand tor a great deal et auoh repreaalen. 

SB11JJ ... unta ot baokla•lt are apt to occur at po1nts et 

tr1ctlon between the •14 and the nn. Yet 1n the leng run, 

treed• to 1nneT&te ls an econe■lc necesa1t~ • . Its lack Will 

q».lte lltenllJ' lapoTertsh \181 

Whereas a static, repetltln oapltallam 
111.ght net onlJ' settle tor, but eTen 
encourage a conaervatlTe 11ental1tJ', 
changing and deTeloplng capltallaa has 

:i :::~!::n ~; !:p:~ta:r 1 ::h~, 
The basto lsaue bet•een the old ~ues and the newl7 

••ralng ones ls eoeno■lc. There ls a basic dttterence ln 

ortentatlon, 1n perceptlon. The eld ftlues are baaed 

largel7 on soarolt7 et -tertal goeds, whlle the new~-• 

are •based en the aaauaptlen that lapertant h\Dl&D needs are 

eas11J' aat1st1ed ant that tJlle n•uroes t•r 4e1ng so are 

plent1tu1.•14 

This tne et eoenolllc optllllaa sees teobnolou and 

deTeleplng oap1tal18JI, With its attendant 1nneftt1on, aa 



-,-

capable ot pnn.ding an end te material scaroity on a . . 
national, and p:r.bably international scale in the toraeubl• 

future. CUrrent cllscomtorts, both personal and organizational, 

are to be explained in two 1ra7s1 

1) Developing, inneTating sectors ot the econe117 are 

hampered by vested interests, entrenched enclaTea, and. 

conserTat1ve, special interest groups, just as ■ercantile 

capital1• •• s1■1larly hampered at its inception by the 

feudal political structure ot EUrepe . 

2) Beal wealth 1a at an al1-t111e high, producing 

cllssatistaction based en a systea of rising expectations. 

It is •nl.J' now that the poor are not as poor as they 

once were, and now that poasibilities tor ending poverty 

are n.sible that impatience has so greatl.7 risen. The 

optimlst claims that abundance la almost here, 1t not tor 

us, then fer our children, and it net h~ thea, then 

certainlJ' tor our grandoh1ldren. 

Thia changed orientation, from scarcity to abundance, 

is eTen now producing sweeping changes 1n industrJ", 

organizations, and. personal lite. The res.earch of current 

social scientists indicates than an authoritarian, 

bureaucratic organization is best suited to tasks ot a 

relatively simple nature under conditions of relatlTe 

stability. But tor the more complez tasks, under rapidly 

changing conditions that now enst, a more egalitarian, 

decentralized system is required.15 

The •organization man• has given wa7 to the •pro­

fessional man• who owes his primar7 allegiance not to 



the c0apall1', but rather to the stanOa:rf\s et his profession 

and to h1lue1t.16 The p:rotesslonal man spends a goed deal 

or his working hours as a member •t • •task toroe• •1th 

protesalonals tl'Oll other dlsclpllnes. such task toroes 

are not permanent companies, nor eTen permanent dlTlalons 

ot a glTen organlzatlon. The7 ooae together, enat tor a 

tlme while •rklng on a apecltied preJect, and. then disband. 

The7 aaJ" cut across lnduatl'J' lines as varied skllla are 

needed t•r a particular Job. 

In such a setting, protessional atan&!ards and 

interpers•nal requirements assume paramount importance. The 

degree et 1nno.ati•n and creat1T1t7 that la increaaingl7 

required in modern 1nduatl'J' makes this a necessit7. Unhappy 

aen cannot work well With others, and certainly have 

dittlcult7 being innoTatiTe.17 As more and mere work ls 

done b7 such "tempor&r7 s7stmll8• the importance ot this 

human dimension 1s likel7 to increase. More and more, 

economic necessities are likely to support the satisfaction 

of a large~& or personal needs ln the J•b setting. 

In addition te producing new emphasis on a more huaan 

nrlt enTironment, the technological frontier requires new 

learnings and new behavlors to take advantage ot its wealth­

p~ucing poas1bil1ties. In order to more tull7 satlsty 

their human needs 1n a temporal'J' system, people 1'111 haTe 

to learn• 

1. Bo• te get loTe, love, lose loTe. 
2. How to enter greups and leaTe them. 
J. What roles are satisfying and how to 

attain them. 
4. To Widen the repertol'J' or feelings and 



relea aTailable te the 1nd1V1dual. s. To cepe MN rea4117 With amb1gu1t7. 
6 . To percei Te what 111 new, and plan a 

atratea te oeaprehen4 it. 
7. To dnelop a sense ot one's uniqueness.18 

It ls ob'Y1oua that our current le'Yel et teobnoloa 

1a the impetus tor such changes, t ,or such new lNl"llings. 

It 1s 1UceW1ae ob'Y1eus that tra41tional societtea· are held 

back trom change in part by their NledaptiTe structures 

such as the taboo against eating beet 1n India. But what, 

it any, are the structures 1n eur soc1et7 that preduoe 

change? 

In enm1.n1ng the 1asue ot eTelut1on.and inmvation, 

Philip Slater tirds that, 

••• evolution (bielog1cal as well as cultural) 
proceeds in a kind ot leapfrog tashlona 
bold new ad"fallces 4o not tnical.l.7 occur 
1n those groups currentl7 in the vanguard 
ot deTelopaent. The advanced cultures 
and advantaged greupa are teo eabniled in 
tmt~...amcceas ot their current modus operandi 
to be avail.able tor new depart\irii. It la 
those societies (or those greups Within a 
society) which haTe nothing to lose b7 
change - nething inTestecl in todq - that 
can e%J)lo1t the rad1.call7 new opportumty.19 

It 1s upon this tne ot anal7sis that Slater and 

Bennis base auoh ot their opt1a1811.. Indeed, a whole 

chapter ot their book is titled •0emec:rao7 1s IneT1table.•20 

It our technological success depends on a high leTel ot 

1mwTation, and it 1nnoTat1on depends on. •resenes• 

uncoJIJlitted to the status quo and With neth1ng to lose by 

taking radical new chances, then the whole thing depends on 

a d ... c:rat1c structure that enables thea te do so. It the 

power te etitle 1nn.Tat1on were exercised, the end result 



.. uld be stagnat1•n and peTerty. It 1s •nly a d ... orat1c 

structure that preT14es the cl1-te to all•• this leaptreg 

precess •t change te take place. What B1n1n called 

treed.o■ as a neces1111r7 c.-penent ln the 1nnevat1Te prec•••• 

Bennis and slater oall deaooracy. 

Where are the uncomaltted. resenes to ceme tlWll? The7 

are the- ,wemg, 1dle are part •t what Slater calls the 

•democratic taail.71• 

••• the deaeorat1c taa1].y la-the JNst petent 
ezprees1•n •t deaecrac7, and a necessary 
oend.1 t1on t•r i ta sUl'Ti -.al. P•r the 1•ung 
are, by thelr Tel'J nature, uncommitted. 
'l'bey constitute the •nl.7 sr-up that can 
perpetually renew 1ts lack of cemm1ttaent 
as its •14er members are s1Dt.ned •tt 1nte 
the ranks •t the cellll1tted.21 

It change is censtant, as 1t seems te be 1n eur 

society, reasens Slater, it must derive this qual1t7 •t 

censtancy trem tacters that are themselves relat1Tely 

stable. The relatiTely stable characteristics et the 

deacratic taaily that -1nta1n 1ts character over tt.ae 

area 

1. The social distance between parent and 
child 1s relat1Tely smal.l. 

2. The exercise •t parental authority is 
relat1Tel.y mild. 

J. The child tends net to be seen as a 
mere pessess1on or the D&rents, Without 
independent legal statua.22 

Yet the d ... crat1c taaily did not al1ta7s enst. It 

was preceeded by a tar ure author1tar1an fam.11.y structure 

which ns the reverse •f the three charaoter1st1os aboTo. 

Bew was the trans1t1on aooempl.1•hed? 

It there 1s a severe crisis With which the trad1t1•nal 
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W1sdOJ1 ot the taily is unable te cope, it becemes, tor 

a time, 1nval14ated as a source et autherity. Parents 

recognise that the7 do net 1n tact Jmew hew te cope with 

the crisis, and children knew that this 1s the oaee. Yet 

we weuld expect equ1li br1 ua and paren~ aut.heri ty te 

return, it enl.7 in the next generatien, rather than a 

permanent 1nvali4at1en et the auther1tartan taatly and a 

transitien te the deaecrat1c ru.117. Bawner, it there 

are several crises in suoceea1en, er 1r cr1a1a (1.e., 

change) beceaes the non, llbat then? •change then becnes 

an e:q,ectat1en, tradit1en 1rreleTant, and the d ... crat1c 

raa.111 ebtains a tNtheld.•2:3 

In the h1ster1oal American situatien, this is ezactly 

what happened. Paced With ene tnnt1er situation atter 

&nether, the traditional wisdea et the past was largel7 

1rre1eYant to each aucoeed.1ng generatien. Slater contends 

that the demecrat1c tu117, theretere, existed 1n Aaerioa 

alllest tna the eutaet.24 

The brealrdewn et traditienal W1a4- carried With it the 

consequence et raising the susceptibility et the child te 

the sec1al1zation et his i-ediate (nen-taaily) envtnnaent. 

The child takes his cues tnm the crisis 1tselt and tro■ his 

0111'1 as•--tes, rather than tn■ the f'.atly.. At the -e 

time, parents questien their ewn Talues, rer they see their 

oh114Nn adapting te the changing envinnaent in W&7a tho7 

are Mt able te. 25 

It 1s the deaoorat1c taaily, then, that pr.Vides the 

Yaluea and the sense et identity, ter people whe •111 have 
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te deal, one ~ er another, w1 th rapid change. Th• -unt 

of change .. haft anun4 us 1a a tribute to be• .. u 1t baa 

done 1ta teak. An eptia1stic new, such as B1ft1n'a, 

contends that the indin.duala thus pNduced are new engagect 

in bringing •global capitaUaa• to the e
1
Dla et the earth. 

And 1t is onl.7 global capitaliSll, et all the -..nea.10 

s7ateaa that the -..rld baa eYer knewn, that carrtea Within 

1ta dialectic a thrwst telll&l'd peace, pnsperit7, an4 an 

eooM111oall.7 baaed concern With the fullest realization et 

eaoh and eYe17 huaan potential. 26 

c. The Costa et the Fnntler 

Baapant 1nnevat1en 1s net witheut 1ts costs. As 

pemanence is reaeved frea aarq- areas of life,•• leave 

ourselYes open to feelings of mean1nglesaneaa and 

&1ienatien.27 This places additienal strains on those 

aYeas te 11hloh we have trad.1 timial.17 1..-.a. tor constano71 

aarriage and the tamil7.28 

In fact, it is the democratic famil7 itself that 

produces a situation that stretches people alaest to the 

breaking point, ant in the view of some, beyond. A kind ot 

tension develeps, in which values learned as a child, values 

learned in the llal'Dlth and treedem of the democratic famlly, 

produce needs that are severely trustra~ed b7 the •aduit• 

world. The 1ra7 this precess wrks ls thata 

•• • children are taught a set et values in 
earliest oh1ld.hoea - cooperation, sharing, 
equal1tar1an1a - which they begin te unlearn 



as they enter schffl wherein capetitlen, 
inv1d.1eusneea, status ditterentiatien, 
and ethmcentria preTall. By the ti■e 
the7 enter adult lite children are ez­
pected te ha'f'e largel.7 abandened the value 
aselm.J)tiena With which their aecial liTea 
began. Butter affluent, pretected., ■1441•­
claae children this precess is slewed ctewn, 
While intellectual develapaent 1• speeded 
up, a that the earller,,b1]illh-.0 ftluea can 
bee••• integrated 1nte a oenact•ua, adult 
Talue sptea centered anund sec1al Justice. 
The sa■e 1a true et ether cbaractertstica 
et ch1ldhNda spentane1t7, hedenlsa, caDller, 
pl&)'tulnesa, use et the senses fer pl•sure 
rather than ut111t1', and. a en. The 
pretective, child-ertented., lllid.dle-clasa 
tam11J' allews the child te preserve seae et 
these qualities lenger than is pesaible 
under .. re austere cen4.1t1ens, and h1a 
intellectual preoec1t7 aakes it pessible 
fer h1m te integrate thea int• an 1deo­
leg1cal a7atea With which he can centrent 
the corresive, lite-busing tendencies ot 
the old culture.29 

This can cause great d1ft1culties, as a person 

e:xperiences a child-centered envir,_naent tor much ot his 

earl.7 lite and then, as an adult, finds himself in a werld 

that ls either antagonistic er at best neutnl. te llaJlT et 

his most dearly- cherished. beliefs. In this aituat1en we 

have the source et much et the turaeil and rebell1en 

currently tearing at the fabric et seciet7. The children et 

the •9pecktan• generation have new grewn up te find tbeaaelvea 

with lengings fer things that the culture ls as yet unW1111ng 

er unable to prev1de. Given their upbringing, it is ne 

wonder that they tend te view a seciet7 not cencerned With 

the subjective quality et hUll&n lite as blatantl.7 insane. 

It ls th1s sa■e s1tuat1en, theugh, that prevides the 

impetus fer much radical change at all levels of American 

sec1et7. Large numbers et a4elescents, youths, and 7eung 



adul.ts, b7 det1n1t1en unce!lll1tted te the status que, are at 

the sue t1ae cellllitted t• a set •t huaaniatlc Yalues that 

demand seo1al 1nft1Teaent. The7 demand ala• a 1'&J' •f 

sat1st71ng lenglngs t•r o•-UD1t7, engag•ent, and 

dependence, ■-ng ether things, and are at edds With the 

•lder Tal.ues en alllest ever"J' pe1nta 

There are an •l••t 1Dtin1te nuaber er 
pelar.1.ties b7 aeana et which ene can 
differentiate between the tw oultUNa. The 
eld culture, when teroed te cl»ese, tends te 
give preference te prepert7 Ji.ghts ever 
persenal rights, teohneleg1oal requ1reaents 
ever h\lllAD needs, oeapet1t1en ever 
oeeperatlen, nelence ever se%UA11t7, 
oencentratien ever d1str1but1on, the pnclucer 
•-.er the oensuaer, aeana ever ends, aecrec7 
ever openness, s•c1al fel'IIS ever persenal 
exp:mu1en, strt.Tlng •ver grat1tioat1en, 
Oecllpal leve ever oaaunal leve, and seen. 
The new ceunter-cultlll'e tends te reverse all 
et these pr1or1t1es.Ju 

It eeeas, then, te Slater and te ethers as well, that 

the stage is setter a massive centrentat1en between the eld 

culture and the new. Battles and ek11'!'1shes have already 

been teught at Kent s-.e, Peeple's Park, ln Barlea and 

watts, and many ether places. Te 11a117, 1t aust seea as 1t 

this war between the old and the new 1s the .. at Widespread, 

and perhaps the greatest cost et the current age. 

Yet ~th yeung and eld are assailed by change and all 

that this entails. Tettler argues that unless we seaehew 

learn to centrel the accelerating rate at 1fh1oh change is 

occur1ng 1n eur world, we are all headed tor a •aaas1ve 

adaptat1onal breakd.ewn.•Jl 

Peeple no longer are sure •t whe the7 are. They feel 

that their very 1dent1t1es are UDler attack. In a ve17 real 



seaiae, ::arg,1• Bema1a and 3later, the att1l'llat1en tra the 

-.rld areun4 us en which stable 1dent1t1es depend la being 

ended at an ever-quickening rate. As eur skills and 

kmwledge became ebselete aNner and sNner we reel that 

we, as peep le, have bece■e eut..ded. and wrthless, and a 

feeling et tut111ty and al.1enat1en sets 1n.32 

Charles Belch traces this pncesa 1n I!!! Greening !! 

Aaer1ca. The pr111&r7 tacter 1s tl)at t>;iere ls a large 

discrepancy between the real.1t1es et eur society and eur 

beliefs about the■.33 When this discrepancy is perceived, 

a kind er paralysis sets in. The lnd.1.Vidual feels that he 

dees not underata?d what la ge1ng en areun4 him. Be lacks 

an ad.equate consciousness, er 1dent1t7, en which te base his 

present actiens and future plans. In addition, elaborate 

defense structures develop in the atteapt to -1nt&1n some 

■edicua et identity continuity. Se susceptible de ■an7 

people bece■e that an attack en a single identit7 ce11penent 

calls the enttre atncture into quest1en. The persen then 

responds With the entire arsenal et detensive behaviors 

r1gid1t7, vaoillatien, belligerence, and all the rest.34 

We noted earlier that the values et parents in a 

deaecratlc faail7 are al11a7s open te queat1en, due to the 

successful response ef the children to situat1ens in which 

the parents can beef little help. This openness en the part 

ef the parents 1nv.lves parents learning fro■ their children. 

There is thus a strong 1nter-relatienah1p between parents and , 

children, aade all the stnnger b7 the tact that in a 
deaecratlc faaily the sec1al1zatien precess gees beth waysa 



children raise their parents just as parents raise their 

children. It is 1llp0rtant te keep this in ■ind, ter it 

helps te e%])lain, in what tellews, hew parents participate 

1n a radical critique et American seciety, aleng with their 

children. 

Slater. tee. net1ced ee■ething s1ailar. He -s struck 

by the intensity et the negative reaction en the part et 

m.ay adults when faced with the ceunterculture. Te e%])lain 

this. htf-.aade use et the psycbeleglcal. d1ctU11 that •traits 

and their eppesites al-ya ceex1st 1r the traits are er any 

lntensity.•35 Slater t1nds, 1n the intensity ef negative 

reactlen te the ceunterculture. an equally streng attractien 

tor what that 11eve11ent represents. 

The strength er this attractien is due, at least in 

part, te the fact that all A11er1cans have desparate leng1ngs 

ter col1Jlun1ty, engagement, and dependence. American society, 

however, frustrates beth the e%])ression and the satistact1en 

er these needs. As Slater defines the111 

1. c.-un1ty is the wish t. live in trust 
and fraternal ceeperatien •1th ene's 
fellows in a total and visible 
cellectlve entity. 

2. Engagement ls the wish te cc,me 
directly te grips •1th social and 
1nterpersenal prebleas and te centrent 
on equal terms an envtron11ent which 
is net cempesed er ege-extenslons. 

) • Dependence is the wl sh te share 
responsibility tor the centrel er 
one's lmpulaes and the direction or 
ene•s lite.JC> 

The very s-e needs preduce different behav1er in the 

yeung and the eld. The young are angry at the culture, tear 

they are being taken, and are likely te believe that there 



-... ,-

are a greup et 11en, a••••here, •he can right the wrengs, 

7et whe, eut et either stup1dity er maleftlence er beth, de 

net. The eld are appalled at "new urality" and new llte 

styles, hair, beads, ne■adis■• They t .. , are angr71 ADI! 

feel that their lite styles are threatened, that their 

werld is threatened. They are ala• clear abeut whe the 

enuy ls, the yeung. The eld dare net ad.alt, even te 

themselves, hew deepl7 they tee des1r• c-unity, engageaent, 

and dependence, ter they have spent years feraulat1ng 

identities baaed en the eppes1tes1 1ndividual1sa, 

detachllent, and independence. Indeed, this negatien has 

been the case fer several generatiens new. Per eur wealth 

we have paid dearly, b7 denying parts et eurselves. And new 

that the tiae has bee••• ripe fer taking l».ck what we have 

given a-y, -ny pHple are unable te de ■ere than screa■, 

leuder and lewler, that they de n.t really want it, anyway. 

Slater atte■pts te analyze these three areas, and 

their eppes1tes. He finds a lenging, a nestalgia, a desire 

fer a sense ef co1111Wl1.ty. This lenging is te be fewld 

largely in the ■ass ■ed1a, 1n films and sengs that reJect 

current realities 1n raver et a aere desirable fantasy 

werld.:31 Aaerican reality, the reality that ls being 

rejected, is ene et eften severe cempet1tien. It is 

interesting te nete that ene •f the ■eanings ef 

"cellaberatien" carries distinct cr1■inal evertenea. 

With regard te engage■ent, Slater centends that, 

This natien -s settled and centinueusly 
re-pepulated by peeple •h• were net 
persenally successful in centrenting the 



seclal cendltlena ebta1nlng ln their 
.. ,her ceuntrJ, but .tled thes18cemltlen■ 1n the hep• et a better llte.J 

It a tlrst -J•r aspect et Aaerlcan 14ent1t7 1s an eTer­

shltt teward ceapetltlen at tshe expense et oe-UD1t7, a 

secend ls an eTe~shlft teward aTeldance er detachaent trea 

seclal prebleaa at the expenae ef •ngag•ent.39 

The third aaJe_r aspect 1s an evershitt teward 

independence. Slater tlnd.a that •Aaerican independence 

training la seTere relatlT-e te Mat et the rest et the 

werld. •40 

These evershltts are ln large ■easun tied up wlth 

the techneleglcal success•• haTe enJe7ed - theugh hew 

enje7abl• it was ls epen ,e questlen at this peint. The 

independent, ceapetltl••• detached Aaerlcan 1n effect 

clre-ed dN&lls which ■-de hla rich. As Slater puts it, 

"technelegy ls -ter1al1zed tantas7.•41 

Instead et eperat1ng in a real .. rld et actual aeclal 

laaues and oencrete peeple, selltar7 Allerlcana learned tea 

• •• interact largely With enenalens et 
eur ewn eges ••• ETery struggle ls a struggle 
with eurselves, because there ls a little 
plece et eurael'Y9'8 ln everything we enceunter -
heuses, cl•ihea, cars, cities, 11&chlnes, even 
eur feeds." 

Slater's centent1en ls that the maJer Mtlvatlen fer 

eur techneleglcal achieTe■enta ls the fantasy tultlllaent 

et the repressed desires fer-dependence, ce-un1t7, and 

engageaent. Yet, since the lnnevatlen that aake■ us rlch 

weuld cease (theeretlcall7) 1r the 4es1Ns were aat1st1ed in 

reality, they can enl7 be met ln tantas7. Thls hast .. 
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d1st1nt a4TU1tages1 tantas7 oan neTer really be satiat71ng, 

and 1t 1s subject ta 1nt1n1te -bell1shllent and extena1en. 

The ep1te■e •t this 111 adTenising, which has raised 

■7theleg7, alegan-aak1ng, and sexual fantasy tea high art. 

In eur sec1ety, this •art• 1• penas1Te1 

Our sec1et7 1s presently teullded en eTer­
st1■ul.atlen - en the generatlen et needs 
and desires whloh eer,ne~ directly be 
grat1t1ed, but wh1oh enaure a great deal 
et atr1 Ting an4 bQT1ng 1n an ett•n te 
grat1ty. th-. heh 11' net .. st et thls 
st1■ulat1en 1s sexual - entic delights 
are 1aplic1tl7 attached te alaeat eTer, 
pr.duct tbat can be beught 1n Aller1ca 
ted.a7, at least by adult•. ~ geal et 
ce-erc1al Aaer1oa, thereten, is· te 
aaxt■iz• sexual st1■ulat1en and ■1n1■iz• 
sexual aT&ilab111t7 - 1n thls 11&7 an 
1nf'1n1t• nu■ber et preducta ~':tbe 
inserted in the resulting gap. J 

It la entirely pess1ble that Slater had hi■selt a 

s••ct chuckle •Ter t.• well his last sentence c•pled the 

style et IUdern a4Tert1s1flg With 1ts quality ef deuble 

entendre. At a117 rate, he has painted a tar different 

picture et A■er1can seclety than the ept1■1s■ we enceuntered 

1n the preceecling aecti•n. Per Slater, eur wealth has been 

purchased at great cest te eurselTes. Te _pnduc• oent1nue4 

high ut1T&t1ea we haTe beceae alienated and aanti,ulated. 

We haTe den• ae with aueh a paas1en that an .eT•lut1•na17 

return tea ■ere mrmal balance et identit7 ce■penents deea 

net seea te be in the ett1ng. Slater indicates that we are 

te have the burst clam et revelut1en which calls ferth a 

herrlble, and prebably Tlcterieus nTe et repr•s~len. Thia 

despair 1s ■irrered by the subtitle Slater chese fer his 

beeka •••ncan Cul:ture at the Breaking Pelnt. • 



D. Aaerican Ident1t7 

It 1a 1ntereat1ng te mt• that the saae Ph111p 

Slater 1fhe ls •• peaa1■1at1c 1n .. Pur.....,_s_u1 ___ t !! Leneltneaa ta 

the -N.:au~her et a talr~· •p•1■1at1c .. rk wh1oh we have 

ala• cited, ,l'l!.! Teaperarz Seetety. Te be sure, Slater 

peses ae■e stnng crlticls■s ln the latter .. rk, 7et hla 

pesalala seeas te be ■1aa1ng. EY•'1 tmugh the 

publicatien date et •PUrautt• links ~he beek t• the height 

et the V1etnaa 11A4neaa, the tact still r-lna that 1n hls 

••rk Slater ■eves abeut en th• epti■ls■-peasi■ls■ spectra. 

He ls certalnl7 mt the enl7 ene -ng us te swing, tirst 

ene wa7 and then the ether, trying te cane eut a t1na 

gnund et understanding 1n a ti■e et rapid change. 

Aa •• tr7 te understand Slater's MTeaent aleng this 

spectru■ •• ee■e 19 against the larger issue et hew we are 

gelng te view eur current sltuatlen - with eptlJlis■ er wlth 

peaa1.■1sa? Can BiTkin and Slater beth be talking abeut the 

a-• aeclet7, the ene with such glewing hepe, the ether 

with such dark despair? Ia there a wider sch•- that 

eabraces beth? 

Erlk Eriksen suggests ene which see■a te .. rk. He 

asserts that there is, in aey age, a dellinant class et 

•specialists.• These are the peeple in charge, _these whe 

•mew what they are deing." There is ala• a greup et 

•un1veraallsts,• these Whe •aean what they are saying.• 

The •1dent1t7 pess1b111t1es ef an age• are largel7 

deter■lned by the interplay between the twe.44 



B1ff1n, an4 Slater as well 1n •••e et his earlier 

werk, are apeaJt1ng as •apec1al1sta.• Much et the ept1■1a■ 

1s baaed en the qual.1ty et lmew1ng what en• 1s de1ng. In 

h1a later .. u, Slater 1a speaking aa a un1veraal1at. Th• 

1ntens1ty, the cr1t1c1••• and the despair ce■e largely tna 

th1 a atanoe. 

Er1kaen's nevel 1naight 1a te att1r11 that beth are net 

enly necessary, but are aspects et a tetal1ty that siapl7 

dees net en.at W1theut beth a1dea. Fer what we have been 

talking abeut la Aaerioan identity, and 1dentit7 1taelt 

can be apeken et enly 1n teraa et pelaritiea. Thia in turn 

is based en the paychelegioal trulaa that slater h1■selt 

c1te4a traits and the1r eppes1tea ceenst. It we speak et 

1dent1t1ea, we speak et pelar1zat1ena. 

It 1s the:rerere net strange te rim beth the eptill1aa 

et the apeo1al1ata and t.he peaai■.1•• et the unive:raaliata 

staring us 1n the race when we discuss Aaer1ean identity, 

ter th1s is ene •f the pelarit1ea with 1lh1ch we have te 

cent end. As Eriksen puts it a 

The peaaib111ty er a true pel.ar1zat1en 
et the new spec1al1&ed-techneleg1eal 
identity and the un1veraal1at-huaanist 
ene aust be allewed ter the staple 
reaaen that such a pelarizatien ia the 
aark et

4
the •••r-11 1dent1ty et any 

pe:ried. 5 

At r1rat glance it might see■ edd te speak ef an 

Aller1can, er Jewish, identity, as 1f they existed in •••e 

Platen1c real■• What is meant is certainly net any aei-t er 

■ystical •natienal cenacieusnesa• but rather a•••thing 

very cencrete. 



Th• actual expreaa1•n •fan 1n41T1d.ual. 1denUt7 1■ 

1n large ■-■ur• duet• •eeie-cultural. tactera. A g1Ten 

sec1et7 pre'f'ides ene range et peaalbllltlea ter cenoNte 

1dent1t7 e:zpreaaien while f•recl•s1ng •thera. An Aae:rican 

identity 1a the Ulllque ■•t •t wa7a hwaan atrueturea gain 

•%Jtrea■1•n in th1a particular NC1ety. 

What 1s ••t oharacter1at1c et Aaerican identit7 is 

pelar1zati•n• 

••• whateYer •ne 11&7 ce■e te oens1der a 
truly Aaerican trait can be ah•wn te haYe 
1ta equall7 eharaoter1st1c eppesite • 
••• •ne -7 begin rather than end with the 
prepea1t1•n that a nati•n'a identity 1s 
deriYed. trea the wa7s in •h1ch h1stery haa, 
•• it were, ceunterp•inted certain 
petent1al1tieaa the wa7a in which 1t lltt■ 
this o•unterpe1nt tea unique style et 
ciY1lizatien, er lets it disintegrate 1nte 
■ere centradictien.46 

In keeping With 1.ta size and 7•uth, Aaerica is a land 

et sweeping identity P••■ibilitiea, as well as the better 

Jmewn eppertun1ties. A well-tunct1en1ng A■erican 1dent1t7, 

en an 1ndiY1dual leTel, weuld inYelTe being able te deal 

With the Wide range et alternatiTes Witheut being either 

•Terwhel■ed by the range et cbeice, er ever-shitted w1theut 

treed•• teward ene end et the apectl'Ull er the ether. What 

1■ 1nYelTed 1s a state et dynaalc tensien, in which the 

1nd1Yidual is eriented at ae■e peint al•ng the ll&ftY 

spectruas in Which he la a participant. When this •rientat1en 

1s l•st, divergent alternatiTea cellapae inte centrad1ctien, 

and there la identity centus1•n and much e■etienal pain. 

Allerlcan identity 1a based in large aeaaure •n the 

Aller1can h1ster1cal experience. Change 1a a salient tacter 



et that experienee. As ene writer •uta 1t, 

H1ater1ans are tend et pe1nt1ng eut that 
Aaer1ean■ haTe al11a7■ llTecl l1D4er expand­
ing .. ncUt1en■ - tir■t the trent1er, then 
su••••■1Te -Tea et

4
1111l1grat1en, new a 

runa1ra7 teohneleg7. 7 

Thia h1ater1eal exper1en•e •re4u•ed a aeries ef 

•r1aea. A er1.a1■, aa Eriksen detlnea it, 1s• 

••• a ne•e■aar1 turning »e1nt, a , •ru•1al 
u■ent, when cleTelep■ent ■uat ■-Te ene 1187 
er anether, ■arahal1ng reaeureea ef gnyth, 
re .. ver,, and turther 41f'ferent1at1en. 48 

The size ef the •euntr,, the rapid •hanges de■anded b7 

su••eaa1Te eriaea, the 1nTal14at1en ef parental auther1t7, 

the rise ef the deae•rati• raa117, the •••1al1zat1en ef the 

7eung largel7 b7 their age-■atea - all these tacter• tented 

te aggraTate the range and nu■ber ef pelar1t1e■ that had te 

be dealt With. The ■ajer reapenae te th1a rather ••nfua1ng 

aituat1en waa a kind et -1t-and-see att1t11d.e, a tentat1Tene••• 

a 4etaeh■ent, a la•k ef .. 11■1tt■ent. There la little ••nae ln 

■&king 1rreTe•able ••-1tt■ents when it has been_7eur experlen•e 

that the s1tuat1en Will, 1n all prebab111t7, •hang• draat1eall7 

tn the near future. Instead ef ••■■1tt■ent, Allerieaa 1dent1t7 

invelTed a lack ef ••-1tt■ent, the ab111t7 te held eneaelt 1n 

readiness, te take ad.Tantage ef rad.teal new eppertunitiea that 

were alwqs erepp1ng up. 

Eriksen•s tel'll ter this ls •tentat1Tenesa.• As he aeea its 

••• the fun•t1en1ng Aaertean, aa the heir 
ef a h1ate17 er extre■e ••ntraata and 
abrupt ehangea, baaea hia final ege 
1clent1t7 en se■e tentative .. ■b1nat1en 
et clJn&lli• pelar1t1ea aueh aa ■igrater,-
and aed.entar,, 1nd1rtdual1at1• and 
standardizlld., ••■pettt1Te ancl ce-
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eperat1ve, p1eus and tree-th1~ng. 
reapena1ble and c111ical, etc.~ 

When th1s quality et tentat1venesa and the Wide range et 

pelar1t1ea te wh1ch it respends are breught te oensc1euaneaa, 

1deelegy deTeleps. A real ideelegy, theugh, ■uat retl••t 

the actual e■-t1enal precesses that underlie 1t, ••• 

Te leave his cheicea epen, the Aaerican, 
en the whele, lives With t•• sets et 
"truths"• a set et rel1g1eus principles •r 
religieusly preneunced pelitical principles 
et a highly puritan qualit7, and a set et 
sh1tt1ng sl•gana, which indicate what, at 
a g1Ten tiae, •n• -7 get away With en the 
ba■1a et a hunch, a ■-•d, er a n.t1en.SO 

American 1dent1ty, then, requires a rather ditticult 

reap•nse en the idee1eg1cal le"Yel. The •re difficult eur 

s1tuat1en is te cenceptualize, the •re suoh cenceptual1-

zat1ens rely en •ld, basic• tracli tienal Taluea. By a strange 

parad.ex, the atteapt t• peree1Te eur a1tuat1en et rapid 

change With ae■e clarity 1n turn aupperts ■-117 trad1t1•rial 

beliefs• 

••• the tact 1a that the values ••••elated 
•1th 1n4et1n1te pregresa, just because it 
strains erientatlen as well as 111&glnatien1 

are etten tied te unbelievably eld­
fash1ened ideas.Sl 

Part et the Aaerican 117theleg7 thus engendered 1nTelTea 

a child-like faith that ne -tter hew bad things get, we will 

al1ra7a se■ehew be taken care er. Just •• we have always, in 

the past, aucceaatully reapended. t• censtant cr1s1a, a• we 

will centlnue te de•• 1n the future. We need net always 

teel respen.slble, theugh, ter ~•1ng it euraelvea, ter we Will 

be "saTed. 1n the nick et tiae1" 

••• technelegical expana1en can be seen as 
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the due re-rd et generatlellS et hard­
wrk1ng Allericana •• • There 1a alway• 
hepe (a bepe that haa bee••• an l■pertant 
part et an 1■pllc1t Allerlcan 14-Nlegy) 
that ln regard te any pea•lble bullt-ln 
enl 1n the Tery nature •f auper--ohln••• 
appnprlate brakes and cerrMt1ene w1ll 
be lnftntect 1n the n1ok et t1■e, Wltt.ut 
aJl7 undue 1~Yeataent et strenueualy new 
pr1no1ples.,z 

It 1• J17th•l•gy et thla ••rt that g1Tea e.14ence et 

weameaaea and UllNfflTed centllct• 1n the Aaerican 

identity temulat1en. It, and when, auoh 14 .. legy bece■ea 

unbel1eftble te s1gn1t1cant nuabera et peeple, the d,-naa1c 

tenalen et pelaritles cellapae■ lnte centualen. Bnerg7 that 

-• prerteusl.7 tree ter wrk &11111. ezpert•nt-.1 IIIID1pulat1en 

et the enernal .. rld 1a new na lenger aTailable as all 

reaeurcea are preaae4 1nt• the aentce et the detenae et th• 

ege against what 1■ telt as an enalaught et d1■1nte~t1en. 

There are ■eehanls■a tn eur 1clent1ty atruo'1lre te 

preTent thl • ■•rt et regnn1en tn■ taking place. The 

ttrat ce■penent et euch a ■ecbania■ 1a the ideal et treed••• 

Frea the Tery enaet et Aaertcan h1ater)'1 

••• the peat reftlutlen&r7 Jl&ll ••• -• 
peaseaaed with the idea et tree4e■ tre■ 
any~•• autecrac7 an4 haunted by the 
tear that the nestalgla ter •••• heae­
land and the surrender te ••• king oeuld 
eTer make h1a g1Te 1n te pel1t1cal 
alavery.53 

The lure et nestalg1a 1s atnng. _E-,ec1all7 in tl■es 

et crta111, a return tea ure auther1tar1an _, et lite 

bece■es an eptien. The current Jesus Preak and Jewtah nee­

Orthedex aeTe■ents are just such respenaes. They are a way 

et ending the anxiety caused by cenatant cr1•1• thnugh 



surreJlder te an external auther1t7 and thnugh a regre■•1en 

te an earlier stage et deTele•••nt. 

A oerta111 -unt et neatalg1a and resre■■1en 1• 

eenatantl7 "1th us. 1n ■ua1e, 1n telk ater1ea, 1n 117ihs, 

ritual■, and pft7era.54 Te preteot agalnat all neatalg1a 

1• tN dltt1oult te be tU11ct1e11&1. ae ••e eutlet reaalna. 

The Aaerl.an 1a trained. lll a 1ra7 that tendaa 

••• te uke • oh1ld slightly neatalg1c 
and 7et talthtul, autene .. ua an4 7et 
rel.1able, lnd.1T1dual1st1c and yet 
precl.1.ctable.5.5 

The t-1ly 1• et ce\U"ae the seat et such tra11l1ng. on 

the early A■er1can trent1er the preblea ef regreaa1en waa 

part1oularly aeute. L1fe was ae harsh and•• pa1ntul that 

■•re than a ■1n1-1 ... unt et regresalen nuld qulokl.7 

beoe■e a negative surY1Tal eharacter1st1e. Thi■ peae4 

particular preb.l ... fer w■en, ter they were largel.7 ln 

charge et the aec1alizat1en et ~h• yeung. In~ leoale■ 

there were ne scheel11 ae that it was the ■-ther Wbe eenTe7ed 

whateTer teraal e4ucat1en the elµld 1J&■ te ha••• As ■uoh, 

1t was ah• whe was the trana1tter et Taluea and 1dNlegy. 

Largely threugh what Er1kaen calla •an 1nat1notiTe 

pewer et adaptat1en• the tre11t1er .. .ther perce1Ted. the 

chalag1ng and harsh c1rcu■atalloes 1n which her oh1ldren were 

te grew up, and tried te •aTeid weakening petent1al 

tnnt1ersaen by preteet1Te -t•rnalia.•56 . 
A■ h1ster1cal c1:rcuaatance■ changed., such attitude• en 

the part ef the ■ether began te be perce1Ted negatiTely. 

Mether was seen as celd, rejecting. Again, by an al.Mat 
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1natin•tiTe pnoe■■ et 114aptatien, Aller1oan •••n 

re■pended te -re 11ettled ar ... b7 bec•■111g -re ohtlcl­

centered., waraer, and leas teartul. et the ure pnteotiTe 

ten• •t aatemal1•. 

If the .. ther'a aotinty -• largely cUreote4 tell&J'd 

h•■e and tuailJ', t'ather'• - direcated teward the wrld 

•utaicle. He-• busy creating a litft t•r hi■aelf' &Del hi• 

leved enea. Mestl7 alene, &IMI. thnugh his ewn etterta, 

the rather labered, •• tbat he c-• ~e reel that he-• 

respen■1ble ter all that hia f-117 had. 

Beth the aale and the te■ale spent ■uch et their ad.ult 
I 

live■ acting 1n ways that they cUd net learn as children. 

As change inten■it1e4, this oa■e te be a ce ... n Aller1ean 

e%perience1 oh1.ld.beecl did net teach. Y-•u the skills needed 

as &D adult. In ten■ et •rk, the aale, uee:rcli11g te 

Eriksen, beoeaea the •self'-aade ■an" and the teaale beoeaea 

th•~aelt-aade persenality.•57 

'1'1ae and circu■stanoe reinteroed th1a, am the attribute 

ef' bei!lS self'-aade 1n tens et .. rk and persenality c-• te 

be a aajer identity cempenent ter Aaericsana et beth sexes. 

The selt-llade persen is in a relat1Tely advantageeus 

pea1t1en With respect te adapting te crises et ideelegy. We 

came te feel that we were peraenally res~na1ble fer whatever 

1deelegy we believed in. It ideeleg7 faltered, we had a 

aechan1aa fer cerrecting it. 

With increased sec1etal oe■plenty the interplay 

between self and culture beceaes mere ceaplex as well. A 

deeper analysis et Aaer1can identity requires that we aep&1"&te 



the t .. , it enly fer purpesea et UDderatan41ng. Pera 

••• ee deal W1 th a preoess •1eoatecl • 
1a the oere •t the 1n41T14ual and yet 
aiae In the oere ef hia •-unal 
structure, a preceaa ifilch establi•hes, 
in taet, th~_ideatit7 et these tw 
i4ent1tie■.~ 

It this seunda centu■1ng te u■, 1t ... equally•• te 

Eriksen h1■selt. In his .. rk e~ ident1t7 he teund that a 

The ■ere••• writes abeut this subject, 
the ■ere the wrd beee■ea a tem ter 
ae■eth1ng as untathemable as it is all­
perTas1Te. One oan enly explere it b7 
establ1ah1ng 1ta 1n41spe11Sab111ty 111 
var1eus centexta.59 

Eriksen atteapte4 te aeparate the t ... The identity 

that 1a lecated 1n the cere er the c,-unal structure he 

called •greup 1dentit7• and newed it as "a greup ' s baa1c 

-7 ef erganizing exper1ence.•60 The visible part ef greup 

identity, and henoe a aynenya fer 1t, 1a ideeleg7. 

The identity that 1s lecated in the cere et the 

individual is teraed •eg• identity• and is a sense et self 

esteea which, 

••• graduall7 grewa int• a cenvictien 
that the ege 1• oapable ef integrating 
effective steps te-rd a tangible 
oellectiTe future, that it 1s develeping 
int• a well-erganized ege within a 
sec1al real.ity.61 

The interplay between the tn identities ■q be seen 

in a statement aade by Charles ,Belch, whe uses the ter■ 

"cenacieusness" te enceapasa the tetalitya 

Censcieusneas, as we are using the 
tera, ia ••• a tetal cent1guratien 1n UJ7 
given individual, which aakes up his 
whele perce»tien et reality, his whele 
werld V1ew.b2 
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Eriksen tee recegm.zes that the enstenoe and 

tunetiening et the ege 1dent1t7 1a clepe:ndent en 1ts tnter­

obange nth the external wrlda 

The senae et es• iclentit7, then, is the 
aecrued eentidenoe that the inner nae­
ness and eentinU1t7 preparect 1n the paat 
are -tohed b7 the naeness and oentinutt7 
er ene' ■ aeanlng rer ethera ••• 63 

There are, then, deep-seated teel1nga et selt-esteea 

and centinuity that require s~pper~ trea the external 

envire?lllent ter their preper ex:pre,aien. The ege-iclent1t7 

needs suppert trea the greup 1dent1t7. Te say the s-e 

thing in slightl7 ditterent teras, the ege needa 14eelegical 

auppert.64 

When such auppert 1• aTailable, the tetaltt7 et the 

1denttt1 structure IUIT be said te be in balance, er in a 

state et dynaaic tens1en. The result ef thia 1s the freeing 

et a tl••d ef creative enerQ. Just such a situatien can be 

ebaerTed. 1'1.th the kibbutz aeveaent in Israel. Eriksen 

aentiens it aa, 

••• ene exaaple et a .. dern ideelegical 
actuality which en the basis ef what 
leeked like utep1an ideal.a freed unkne,m 
energies in yeuths whe oenstdered thea­
selTes aa et ene •peeple• alld created• 
greup ideal et pervading a1gn1tioance.65 

Juda1sa 1■ an ideelegy, •• are ether relig1ena, and 

hence religiens have a pewer te reach deeply int• the cere 

et the 1nd1V1dual. EYen fer Freud, being a Jew preTided a 

•deep ce-una11t7 knewn enl7 te these wile shared. in 1t, and 

enl7 expressible in werde ••re ayth1cal than cenceptua1.•66 

I4eel.eg1es, hewever, are ••re eften than net relat1Te 



te each •ther. Per Preud, the aaauaptten et a JeWiah 

identity sen-eel te eaanct,ate hi• trea a Wider, mn-Jewt■h 

e11e. In general, U81111pt1en et ene atreng 14ent1ty aean■ 

reaeval trea •ther identity pesa1bil1t1es.67 

This peinta in the directien et several negative 

aspects ef identity tenat1en. There 1s alW&T• the clanger 

et prejudice and perseoutien aheul4 this aeeham.• et 

delineating greup■ trea each ether preceed tee tar. Thia 

danger is still with us because h1~t•rically, identity 

ala• perferaed the tunctien et atf~l"llling fer ene greup its 

superier1ty ever ethers, 

Man as a apeciea has aurvived by 
being 41V1ded 1nte what I have called 
1a•u4e-~ec1ea, Pirst each herde er 
rl'be, 7 then ala• every religieua 

as■eciatien has beceae the hlDlall 
species, oenaidering alTThe ethers a 
freakish and gratU1teua 1nTentien ef •••e irreleftllt deity, Te reinferce 
the illua1en et being chesen, every 
tribe recegnizea a creatien et its 
ewn, a aythelegy and later a histerya 
thus was leyalty tea particular 
ecelegy and ■era11ty secured. One 
never quite mew hew all the ether 
tribes cue te be, but a1nce they did 
exist, they were at least useful as a 
screen •f prejectl•~ fer the negat1Te 
identities which were the necessary, 
if ■-st unee■tertable, ceunterpart ef 
the pes1t1ve enes. Thia prejectlen, 
in cenjunctien 1f1.th their terr1ter1al1ty, 
gave ■en reasen te slaughter ene amther 
in -J•r• gleriu. Ir, then, identity 
can be said te be a "geed thing" in 
hu■an evelutien - because geed things are 
these which see■ te have been neceaaary 
fer what, indeed, .has sUrTived - we aheuld 
mt ever leek the fact that this ayste■ 
ef aertal diVisiens has been vastly ever­
burdened with the functlen •f reatfil'll1ng 
fer each pseu.de-e»ecies its super1erity 
ever all ethers.68 



The claiaing et superierity eYer all ethers, and the 

use et ethers as a prejectien screen fer the negative 

aspects •f ene's ewn identity is, •f ceurse, aggravated by 

criaia situatiens. It is at this peint that passive 

prejudice -Y beoeae active harass■ent and. peraecutien. 

Tiaes ef crisis eften call ter unusually severe and 

rigid respenses. When ene's identity i• felt te be under 

attack, extreae ■eas\ll"ea are u•ed te defend it. Peeple 

see■ te have a desire te have any identity at all, even a 

difficult er negative ene, rather than re-in er beceme 

•undefined. w The extre■e respense Eriksen calls wtetalis■.w 

It is•• 

••• Gestalt in which an abselute beundary 
ia e■phas1zeda given a certain arbitrary 
delineatien, nething that bel•ngs inside 
■ust be left eutside, neth1ng that ■ust 
be eutaide can be telerated inside. A 
tetality 1• as abaelu!ely inclusive as 1t 
1s utterly exclusive. 9 

The eppesite et tetaliam 1s "wheleness" wh1cha 

••• emphasizes a sew¥1, ergan1c, pregressive 
mutuality between d1versit1ed funct1ena and 
parts within an entirety, the beundar1es er 
which are epen and fluid.70 

Wheleness is the state ef successful identity tunct1en. 

Tetal1s• is a defens1Ye pesture, taken when the persen reels 

his identity te be under attack. It is an atte■pt te -rk 

ett and defend certain specified areas. It 1s basically a 

desparate act, designed te tend ett severe identity 

disaelutien. When a sense ef wheleness is lest, tetalia■ 

is eften the respenae. 

Tetalism is ala• the backgreund. ef the •backlaah" that 



1• •• teared dn eur ewn age. It 1■ related t• preJwl1ce in 

that the r1g1d beundary that au■t be -intained u■ually 

requires minute and arbitrary diatinctiena. But ... t 

dangenu■ et all, tetal1a• in the individual ege 1■ directly 

related te tetali tar1an1,n en the level et gr.up 1dHlegy. 

We .. uld expect that tetali••• an eaergeno7 reapenae, 

weuld end ence the eaergenc7 1• ever. Yet it the per■•n 

perceive■ a cen■tant state et eaergenoy, •r perce1vea ne 

meaningful way eut •t the behaTier he is currently leoked 

int•, the teaperary aituatien bee•••• ••re er leas penanent. 

This has happened 1n the near hiat•rical past. It al■• 

happens te each individual at an 1apertant peint 1n h1■ 

develepaenta during the identity cr1s1a et adeleacence.?l 

It 1• 1n adeleacence that ideelegy bee•••• eaaential 

ter the develepaent et the ege. It aerTea te aiaplity and 

ergan1ze experience 1n such a wa7 that the maturing 

ind1v1dual ~••re eaa117 see where there. may be a place 

ter h1a and h1• unique capacitiesa 

•• • W1theut an ide.legical a1apl1ficatien 
er the universe the adelescent eg• cannet 
erganize experience accerding te its 
specific capac1t1ea and !ta expanding 
inv-elveaent.?2 

Aaeng the tunctiena that 1deelegy perteraa ter the 

adeleacent eg• are included its ability te efters 

(1) a siaplitied perspective et the future 
whieh eneeapa■••• all tereaeeable tiae 
and thua ceunteraeta individual "tiae 
centuaien, 
(2) •••• atrengly telt cerreapendence 
bet•••R the inner ••rld er ideal■ and 
ev11• and the nc1al •rld W1 th 1 ts geal■ 
and danger■, 
(J) an eppertun1ty ter exhibiting•••• 



unU'el'll1 t7 et appear&Doe and beharter 
oellllteract1zag 1nd1rtdual 1dent1t7-
oenac1euan•••• 
(4) 1Jldueeaent tea cellect1Te e%per1-
■entat1en with nle■ and technique■ 
whieh help eTeree■e a •enae et 111hib1t1ea 
and peraenal guilts 
(5) 1ntreduet1en 1nte the ethes et the 
preTa111ng techneleg7 and thua 1nte 
.anet1ened alld regulated oe■pet1t1en1 
( 6) a geegraph1e-h1■ter1eal Nrld 1aage 
•• a tra■e .. rk fer the 7eW1g 1ad1Tidual'• 
bud.ding i4ent1,71 
(7) a rat1eD&le rer a ••:zual ~ et lite 
oeapat1ble with a oenT1Do1Dg a7ate■ et 
pr1no1ple■s and 
(8) ■uba1a■1en te leader■ •he a■ ■uper­
hmum figure■ er "big bnther■" are abeTe 
the -b1Talence et the parent-ohild 
relat1en.73 

The ee■plenty et thi■ a1tuat1en 1a in a aense 

aided b7 the eee1e-eeene■le atructure et Aaerican aeclety. 

The 7eung 111d1T1clual 1■ required te re-in unce■■itted, 

tentat1Te, fer ■ec1al, ecene■lo , and pa7&heleg1eal reaaena. 

Er1kaen•• ten fer this perled et ti■e la "■-rateriua. •74 

It 1 ■ a per1ed et trial aad ernr that talc•• plaee befere 

the ■takes haTe getten t .. high, and betere final che1ces 

■uat be aade. I t 1• 11kew1■e the perled in which the 

reaulta et all the teat1ng are te be integrated. 

At thia ■'-Be, reoegnltlen and aft1raat1en tn■ 

a1gll1f1eant ether■ 1:a eaaentlal te th• -tur1ng 1nd1T1dual. 

The per■en needa te aee that ether■•• well perce1Te hi■•• 

gnWlng up and•• ce■1ng te Je1n their ranks.75 It 1• th1a 

reeegn1t1en that allertate• auch et the pain et being 1n 

•evere identity-flu. 

Thia re&egn1t1en haa great pewer fer g .. d er 111. The 

need fer it 1• ae penaa1Te that the adele■oent •111 eftea 



"wear" th• label that 1• g1Ten h1a, and further oent1ra 1t• 

Tal1d1t7 b7 hi• aubaequent a•t1eu. 1-p• fer the eTeatual 

aueceaatul 14ent1t7 tenaat1en et aany yeung p .. ple 11•• ill 

the retuaal te label h1a delinquent, drug dd1•'• he■-ae:nal, 

P■7•het1e.76 

Thi■ preoe11a et banding eut label• etten help• oreat• 

a true clel1nqueat, where betere there wa■ enly a defiant 

yeuth, trying a negat1Te identity eut et cleaperat1en be•auae 

ne pe■1t1Te ene ■eeaed epen te ht•• 
sueh T1n41ct1ve ohe1ce■ et a negat1Te 

1dent1t7 repre■ent, et oeur■e, a cle■-
perate att-pt at regaining aeae -■tery 
1a a a1tuat1en 1n wh1•h the pe■1t1Te 
1dent1t7 el-•nt■ oaneel eaoh ether eut.77 

Adeleacence 1■ ene ■tage 1n the deTelepaental eyel• 

et each 1nd1'Y14ual. Erik■en T1ew■ it•• the 1'1tth ■tage 1n 

the •ep1genet1o" c7cle. It 1■ during thia atage that the 

-jer buaine■■ et the ~evelep111g peraen late deal nth the 

pelar1ty et identity T■• rel• centua1en. 78 At this atage et 

lite, the tetaliaa-whelene■■ 1■aue 1■ •••t likely te be 

expreaaed 1n ten■ et 1dHlegy. 

The real net et tetal1•• and whelenea■, and er rel1g1en, 

11ea 1a the very t1r■t stage et buaan deTelepaent1 baa1•· 

trust vs. basic ■1■tru■t. It 1■ rel1g1en, et all huaan 

1n■t1tut1ens, that 1■ pr1~11.y oencerned with thi■ tir■t 

and -■t ba■1c centl1et, 

There can be ne que■t1en but that it 1■ 
erganized rel1g1en wh1eh •Y•t-t1ze■ aDd 
aec1al1zea the tirat &114 deepest centliot 
in lifea it oeabinea the dia 1aage■ et 
each individual'• t1r■t pre'Yider■ 1nte 
oellective taage■ er priaeval ■uperhWIAll 
pr.teeter■, it aake■ eeaprehen■1ble the 



Tague diaeeatert et baa1• aiatruat b7 
g1Tlng it a ••taphyai.-1 reality ln the 
tena et detiaed EY1l1 and lt ettera te 
aan b7 'WaJ' et ritual.a a per1edle eell­
eot1Te re•t1tutlen et trust whieh 1D 
-ture adult• r1peu t• a ee■binat1en 
et ta1th and. :realio.79 

The net et beth reli.glen an4 ld.ent1 ty 1• that early 

enceUllter et •■utual truatwrthlnea■ and reeegn1t1en• 

between uther an4 1ntaat that pndu•e• a ••nae et hallewed 

preaenee the need ter wh1eh reaain■ basic 1n ■an.•80 

It 1a th1• ••nae et ballewed preaence and baa1c truat 

that SN•• 1Dte what huaan beings call. faith. Aa with ether 

deep teelinga Withi• ua, tal..th tee need• t• find•••• ■•aD• 

et 1nst1tut1eaalized e:zpreaa1en. It 1• prayer and. ritual 

that aceempliah thle, 

Ia •rayer ■an aaaurea a auperhu■all 
pewer that, in spite et eve17th1ng, he 
has reaalned truatwerthJ', and ask■ ter 
a sign that he new 11a7 ala• cent1nue t• 
trust hla deity ••• Higher tenaa et" 
rel1g1en and ritual elearl7 addreea 
theaaelvea te the neatalg1c reanant in 
each indiTidual et hl• expuls1en tn• 
the parad2se ef wheleneaa which enee 
gaTe liberal pnvia1en, but wh1oh, 
alas, was le11t, leaving f'erever an 
uncletinable aen•• ef enl d1T1a1en, 
petential aal.evelence, and deep 
neatalg1a. Bel1g1en reaterea, at 
regular intenale and threugh ritual.a, 
a1gn1ticantly cennected With the 
1apertant crlaea et the life cycle and 
the turning pe1nt■ et the yearly cycle, 
a new aeDae ef wheleneaa, et th1nga 
rebeunct.Hl 

The reselutien ef a life criaia 1nTelTea the balanelng 

et pelar1t1es in d)'J1All1.c tena1en. Thia pnducea tree energy 

and attendant feelings et well-bei11g. The cent1nuat1en et 

religien as an adult enterprise ls ene 1m1catien that this 
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pnceaa la neTer e•aplete, but 1■ a llte-l•ng •n•, in 

whl•h per1-4io re-att1raatiena ADIi re-reaelutiens are 

necea■ar7. A• rel1g1en oent1nuea te tun•tlena 

••• each generat1en br111g■ te the■e 
1natitut1eu the ~nn•nta et infantile 
need■ and 7•uthtul ten•r and reoe1Tea 
tn■ the■ - a■ leng aa they, indeed, 
■•n•g• te ■a1nta1n their 1nat1tut1enal 
Titalit7 - a apeoif1e reintero•ent et 
childlike T1tal1t7.82 

The ab111t7 et rel1g1en te pNTid.e 1D41rtduala and 

gnup■ Wit~ a new aenae ef wheleneaa at per1ed1c 1ntenal■ 

1a a -jer aapect ef the oentinued enatenoe et hepea 

When rel1g1en l•••• 1ta aotul pewer 
ef preaenoe, 1t wuld ■ea, an age ■uat 
find ether teraa et jeint reTerenee ter 
lite which derive T1tal1ty tn■ a shared 
•rld 1■age. F•r enly a reasenably 
oeherent werld preT1dea the faith which 
is trana■itted by the Mthera te the 
1ntant■ in a "A7 oenduoiTe te the T1tal 
atrength et h•p;, that 1a, the enduring 
pred1apea1t1en • bel1eTe in the atta1n­
ab111ty et pri■al w1ahea in spite et the 
anarchic urges and. ragea et dependency.BJ 

In eur age rel1g1en see■a te have lest beth 1ta 

1nst1tutiena1 vitality and 1t■ pewer er presence. The 

abared .. %'ld 1■age that ence sustained u■ is epen te 

queatien and disbelief en ■an7 fnnta. 

This 1■ pa%'t1cularly acute 1n Befera Ju4a1a■, fe%' t• 

reaaena. First, Refera Jewa are particularly 1nvelved "1th 

the ■ere liberal and future-er1ented. ■egaent■ •f eur aee1ety -

these secters where trad1t1eJW.l. Wlad•• 1s ■eat under attaek. 

seoend, Betera Jucla1s• 1s teuncled •n the pre■1se that the 

trad1t1enal Jewish werld l■age 1s ■an's ewn oreat1en, and 

therefere net binding (er ce■pelllng) ter any et ua. Alvin 
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Re1nea tecusea en th1a i•■ue in ten• et religieua 

autberit7. He as•erta that in Western religiena at lea■t, 

religieua authen t7 tunctiened accerd.1.ng te the tellewing 

aebeaaa 

1. There la a Geel whe baa ereated. the 
univerae, 

2. By the very act et ereat1en, He haa 
autherit7 ever everything He baa 
created, 

J. Ged theretere ha■ authe:r1t7 ever 
•ank1ms 

4. Exeroiaing H1a autherit7, Ge4. baa 
iaaued •e-•nclllenta that ■ank1nd 1■ 
te ebe71 s. Geel baa wade lmewn te X eocleaiaat1cal 
bed7, threugh revelat1en er trad.it1en 
er beth, what theae cemnuenta are, 

6. Ge4 baa al••• threugh revelatien e:r 
trad.1t1en, delegated. ele■enta et H1a 
autherit7 ever ■enk111d t• X 
eecleaiaatieal be471 

?. Theretere, 1nasauoh •• X eocleaiaat1eal 
bedy acta 1n the na■e ef Ged, unkind ia 
enJe1ned te aurrende:r certain partiena 
•t selt-autherity t• it and te ebe7 the 
ce■-and■enta that 1aaue trea it. 84 

Heines argues that the existence •r nature et Ged is 

net the 1aaue. The reet et the -tte:r 1a1 are the 

revelat1ens really Ged'a wercl, te be •be7ed •n that 

auther1ty? Bef•ra Jud.ala, aa7s Reines, a1■pl7 cleea n.t 

aubscribe te the a7stea er revelatien en which this s7ste■ 

et rel1g1eus autherity is based.85 

Altheugh this particular ph1l•aephic ache■a 1a net 

widel7 Jmewn, its effects are nenetheleas perY&sively telt. 

When scientific methed and rel1g1eua revelati•n claah, it 

ta te the tener that the autherity er truth 1s 1■puted. 

MaD7 peeple have ce■e te see that the be•k• ef revelatien 

were written by ■en, as ••rtal and as fallible•• we. 



Bquall.:, large nuabers baTe learned et the wrk ef' Preud. and 

ether .. dern payeheleg1sts, and baTe e-e te bel1eYe that 

uncreated. Ged., rather than the ether 11&7 anund.. Thi• 

bel1et that G-4. 1a aan'a pnJeet1en ef' what er1g1nates deep 

Within hiaaelt t'urther er.des the peaa1b111t:, et' atnng 

bel1et 1n the trad.1.t1enal relig1eu wrld-new. Further, 1t 

puts •enki-'. in the aweN■e and f'r1ghten1ng pea1t1en et 

banng te oreate fer hi■aelt" whateTer weaning 1• te exlat 

1n his llf'ea 

••• 1t 1a part et teda7'• ee11Nl1dat1en 
that wan re-1nternal1zea the eternal 
Identity •he• he had pnJeoted. en the 
(new, 1n principle, oenquerable) 
heaYena, and tries te reaate hi■aelt 
in the blucr1nt et a unutactured 
1d.ent1 ty. 86-

Thia etfert 1• mt enly dift1cult, but carries 1f1.th1n 

1t Jl&D7 dangers, f'N■ •backlash• t• tetal1tar1an1s■• At 

the saae ti■e, 1t cannet be aTe1ded, fer there 1s ne geing 

back te s1■pler ti■ea. There are, et ceurae, aeae •he •111 

tr,. At the •••ent, there are gr.ups ef peeple act1Tely 

seeking autheritarian rellgieua structures rather than race 

the pain ef freed••. 

Per ■any ethers aa well the werld dees net aeea eeherent. 

There lane feeling that prlaal 1f1.ahea wq be attained, but 

rather that a censpiracy 1s afeet te thwart their aat1afact1en. 

There ls •uch pain te be faced. Large gr.ups ef peeple 

whe were ence spec1al1sta, ae■bers et the elite, are new 

Universalists, •e•bers er the -aaea. EYen larger nu■bera 

ef peeple can ne lenger identify 1f1.th the cenYentienal 

Wisdea, as the pace et change rel:ldera much ef their ewn 



act1nt7 disturbing and. 1noeaprehea■lb1e. In such a 

o1111&te varleu■ aapecta et negative identity are apt te 

reappear, ter that which "was baniahed beyend the peripher;y 

1■ apt te reappear in the eenter.•87 RU7 et th• "anarchic 

urges and rages et dependency" are already reappearing in 

eur lnter-generatlenal tUl'lle11. c;.ne 1■ the whelenes■ , the 

sense ef c•-un1 ty. W1 th thelr leartng, aa117- et the 

pelarlt1es that the7 held in d7JlAllic balance are oellapsing 

int• ceni'Wtien. The pe1ar1ties theaaelTes are beceaing 

•utuall7 exclusive terces at war Within the 1ndiTidual and 

the seciety. A state et e•ergency exists in which a 

defensive peature is etten taken. Tetalin ceaea te the 

tere, partieularl7 when sensitive areas are pr.bed. 

Aaerican Retera Jewry, and prebably all ether religieus 

deneainatiena as wel1, is geing thNugh a per1ed et identity 

crisis. Judaisa ne 1enger clees fer us what it ence did. 

Its necessar;y tunctien et releasing vital energ7 at perledle 

intervals 1a greatl.y iiapaired. At this crucial -•ent, what 

is eur respense geing te be? Will we meve in the directien 

er greater wheleness, er greater tetallsa? 

Perhaps en s••e eemaune at this very •••ent a gr.up ef' 

aecend-generat1en tlewer children are werklng en a sense et 

reverence fer lite that can be shared by large nuabers et 

peeple. Perhaps 1n seae university study a schelar ls 

wrking eut an i4eelegieal femulatien et present-da;y 

America in which we can all participate. Are we geing te 

wait and see, wait until they are f1n1ahed? or are we geing 

te get t• werk en eur ewn identities? The nature et eur 



respense 1■ oruo1al. 

E. Allerioan JeWiah Ident1t7 

AoMrd1ng te eur 4etin1t1ea et •oriata• u a neoeas&r7 

turn1ng pe1nt, there 1■ indeed a ourrent or1a1a in Jenab 

identit7. The laat ti■e •hang•• ef ■ueh sweeping 

•agn1tu4e were required. b7 the eellapae ef the prevailing 

a7at• -8 abeut t• tl»usand 7eara age, during the tl•e et 

t\ll'aeil that apanecl beth Pharisa1e Judaia and the 

beginning■ et Chriat1an1t7. 

Aa 1a the oaae With the general Aaeri.an identit7 

eris18, the range ef epiniens is ezeeed1ngly Wide, tn■ 

bright ept1■ia te dark deqair. An indiV1dua1'■ reapenae 

t• the present ala• dependa in large •eaaure en where he 

feels h1•aelf te be en the apeotrua ef reeent JeWi■h 

e%perienee 1n Aller1oa, It is enl7 b7 gaining se■e uncler­

atand..1ng et' a preeeas that ha■ ineluded seTeral generatiena 

and apprexi■atel7 the last n1net7 7eara that we oan •••e te 

understand the varJing re■pense■ et the peeple &aught up in it, 

The enaet ef thia preoesa -8 the ■ass i-igrat1en et 

Eastern Eurepean Jews te Allerioa in the 1880'a. The 

transit1en ef these peeple fre• 8htetl te Aller1oan urban 

life 1■ a pri■e exaaple et' the trana1ti•n frea autheritarian 

t• de■eerat1e fa■1l7 struoture.88 The cr1ais that invali­

dated prev1eus parental auther1t7 was the 1-igratien itaelf. 

Fer aany Jews alive teda7, this entire per1ed is an aetual 

··••rT• 



In a previeua aeotien we d•c1111ented the s•c1•• 

ecezwai• aueeesa •t theae 111111grant aettlera and their 

children. Here we want te take a lNk at the gnwth and. 

deTelepaent et their i4ent1t1ea, te shew hew identit7 

c•apenents et the Eurepean e%J)er1enee prepared the Jews 

fer auooeaaful ent17 inte Aaeriean aeoiet7. 

El.cl ridge CleaTer' a .§!!! !! ~ pnbably did .. re than 

aD7 •ther wrk te bring heae t• large gnupa et' peeple the 

e-■culatien et the aale rele in a peraHuted ainer1ty 

gnup. .la With the Bl.Mk.a in .Aller1oa, •• with the Jewa et 

the Shtetl. The Jew waa preh1b1te4 trea •wning land, and. 

excluded tna .. at et the aT&ilable eccupatiens et the day. 

It bee-• the weaen wh• were the real bread.Winner•, and it 

was they wha had eentaet W1 th the aarket plaae. The aale 

rele was in'f'erted, .. that a 11egat1ve a1tuat1•n bee-• a 

peait1Te •ne. The Jews aade it a peait1Te aale attribute 

!!!1 te wrk, and decreed that learning -s a tar .. re 

iapertant •ccupat1en than &117 •ther. The highest statua 

•f al.l. in the ghett•, aale •r feaale, was c•nterred •n the 

aan whe deTeted his entire lite tea study •f the bely 

beeka.89 

Thia •phaa1• en learning sen-ed the 1-1.grant J••• 

well. By lucky accident, they happened te arr1Te in 

Aaerioa at a tiae when the ecezwaic aphere had Juat begun 

t• realize that increased pr.fits required. ••re and ••re 

educati•n. The sheek •f illll1gratien teDded te 1n't'al.1date 

aueh ef the esphaaia en learning trad.1t1•nal religi•u• 

-terlal. Yet, at the c•nacieus, 1de•l•gical level, the 



high eate- in wh1oh eclueat1en it•elt •• held reaai.nect. 

In a sen•e, learning •beeaae diluted With praetieal1t7.•90 

The Jews T1ewed the •1'•t• et tree, oeapulaar,- Nueatl•• 

a■ a Ged-aend, and beoaae eclueated With a Tengeanee. The 

Aaertoaa Jew, threugh ed.ueat1en, ,_. qutokl.7 en hi• wa7 

teward the treat1er. 

The laaue et vengeance 1• an 1apertaat ene ter the 

underatan41ng et Aaerl ... Jewiah 1deat1t7. In a Tery real 

•~•e, -■-k111g it• beoaae a k1Dll et reTenge, and a kincl ef 

ju.at reward fer the centuriea et peraecut1en. The high 

Tal.ue placed. en ecluoatien e2:plalna juat the oenaoieua leTel 

ef Aaer1can Jewi•h 1dent1t7, the ver,. tip et the 1oeberg. 

Fer thereat, we auat ge 1nte pre•••••• that are largely 

uneenaeteua, tbeugh nenethele■a eperat1Te. 

The great eiplerer et the unHn■oieua, Sigaund Freud, 

reoegnized. at leaat a ■ense et ene-upaanahip ln hia ewn 

JeW1ah identity. Speaking betere the B'nal B'rith 1n 

Vienna 1n 1926, he asserted. that, 

Because I was a Jew I teund .,-selt tree 
fre■ aany- prejudice■ which restricted. 
ethers 1n the use ef their 1ntelle•t1 
and as a Jew I -s prepared. te jein the 
eppeaitien, and te de Witheut agre•ent 
With the •oeapact -.1er1t7•.91 

Thia type ef atataent 1nd1oatea that 1a is •••ehew a 

pr1T1lege te beleng te an eppreaaed. greup, and that aueh 

beleng1ng carries With it hidden rewards and ultl-te 

Tict.%7 eTer the eppresaers. Max Weber reeegnizecl this aa 

the typical atanoe et a "pariah peeple• et whieh Jewa are 

the pri■e emple. He defined pariah peeple as, 



••• a d.1at1.Jlot1Tfr herecUtaey aeoial 
greup laoking autene .. u .. 11t1oal 
erganlzatien and. characterized b7 
preh1b1t1eas aga1nst o•-enaal1t7 
and interaarriage er1g1nal.17 teunded 
upen aag1eal, tabee1at1e, and ritual 
1nJunctiena. TN ad4it1enal traits 
et a pariah peeple are pel1t1eal and 
aee1al cl1apr1nlege ancl a tar­
reaeh1ng d.1at1net1veneaa in eeeneaio 
tunot1en1ng.92 

Weber clearly 1dent1t1ea the 1averaien et peraecut1en 

1nte the preaiae et ult1-te v1ctery with an UAOenaoieua 

desire ter vengeance. Bia technical tena fer the preceaa 

1a reaentaent, er, reaaent1aenta 

The t'acter er reaentaent (reaaent­
iaent) thua achieved 1apertance in the 
Je1'1.sh ethical aalvatien relig1en ••• 
Resentaent 1a a oencea1tant •f that 
particular rel.1.g1eua eth1e er the d1a­
pr1nleged wh.1.Ah ••• teaches that --W1equal 
d.1atr1butt.a..er aunclane geeda 1s oauaed 
b7 the sintulneaa and the illegality ef 
the privileged, and that •••ner er later 
Geel• a wrath "111 evertake thea. In th1a 
theed~cy er the d1apr1Yileged, the 
aeral1at1e quest aerves aa a deYice fer 
ce■pensating a censeieus er uncensc1eua 
desire fer vengeance • ••• once a cen­
ceptien er ceapensatlen has arisen, 
suffering 1181' take en the quality er 
the rel1g1eusl7 aer1ter1eus, in view et' 
the belief that 1t brings in its wake 
great hepea er future ceapenaatien.93 

The revenge et the Je1'1.ah iaaigrants, then, teek the 

t'ena et rapid eceneaic aucceaa 1n Aaerioa. Thia auceeaa 

teek an unusual fena, hewever. Iaaigrant -lea entered the 

preletar1at. Thia waa t• be e%J)eoted. Yet, oentrary te 

■est e%J>ectatiens, .. at Je1'1.sh r-il1es re-lned in the 

preletariat fer enly ene generat1en! It aeeaed that fathers 

had ene geal 1n ■1nda te prertde their children "1th the 

eppertunlty, largely threugh eclucatien, et' entering direetl7 



int• the a14dle claaa. Per the ••t part the7 were aueaeas­

tul, and this was ac .. apl1ahed in the span et ene generatien. 

SeTeral things were at •rk te pNCluoe this amaal.7. 

At the very deepest leTel, there was a atreng 1dent1tioat1en 

With the eppresaer en the part et the eppreaaed, s• that 

the 1JD.1grant Jews up1recl (.ter their children, it net 

fer thaselvea) te rise te the very tep. These peeple 

were net interested. in partial. revenge. They insisted en 

nething less than tetal rele reversal, and fer the ■eat 

part, they get it. 

The Eurepean e%J)er1ence centributed te this. The 

preh1b1tiens against ewn.1ng land aerved te cencentrate the 

Jewa in tewns and cities and te give them an urban rather 

than a rural erientatien. The7 arrived in nerica, there­

tere, With few ef the usual peasant values et the vast 

-j•r1t7 et their nen-JeWish oeuntl'Jllen. 94 

This l.aek er eemaittaent te peasant values, tegether 

With the desire fer revenge and the i4entifioatieR With the 

eppresser, enabled a leap-fNS efteot te eperate. Fer the 

peasant 1-1grant, the next step, and. etten the enl.7 

cenoeivable step, was entry int• the class et blue-eellar 

.. rkers. Per the Jew, already urbanized, this was at beat 

a teaperary (and- the ■ere tem.perary the better!) 1'8T­

stat1en in the quest fer se11eth1ng- better. The sights 

were set en the ■iddle and upper ■iddl.e class. On1y there 

ceuld ~••t Jews feel they had trul.7 "arrived..• 

Revenge , then, is the first ■ajer ce■penent et ■eclern 

.A■erican Jewish ident ity. Arr1T&l. is the seeend. s.■ewhere 



in the net tee diatant tuture -• a haTen, a gel4en age et 

eoeullic success and cultural re■pect, a real.a et salTatien 

that -a enly the Jew's just o.■pellAtien ter N ■an7 

years ef sutterlng. It 1• paradancal but true that beth 

revenge and arrival reaa1ned auocessful ■-t1Tat1ng aapect■ 

et A■er1ean JeWiah identity •nl.7 as l•ng as they were 

relat1Tely inoe■plete. 

Fer quite •••e ti■• this rna1ned the case. JeWish 

ghettees had by this ti■e (anund the enset et W.rld War I) 

bece■e, 1n ■any cities, Jewlah c•-un1tiea. Translating 

the tn -j•r ce■penents et JeWish identity int• ■-re 

traditiemu rel1g1eus tel'II■ , vengean•e QT be tel'lled 

"rede■ptlen" and arrival ■ay be tenaed "salTatien." The 

at■esphere et these JeWlsh ce-unit1es was as pemeated by 

beth •f these aa it-• by the aell ef chicken seup. Fer 

here was an enVire1111ent that was everwhel■lngly Jewiah. 

The Jews lived t.gether, werked t.gether, acheeled tegether, 

and prayed t.gether. EYery aspect ef the life experience 

was Jewish.9.5 

Since, hewever, beth aalTatien and rede■ptien t.ek •• 

11AJ27 et their cues t're■ the mn-Jewish Allerican elite, a 

certain tens1en was 11&1.ntained. Sklar~ views thia aa a 

"re.tent1Vist" er1entatiena a desire te 11&1.ntain a Viable 

ethnic identity. There was thus the cenfl1ct ef re■aining 

separate fre■ the general culture at the sa■e ti■e that ene 

-s pursuing greater (ecen.aic) 1ntegrat1en within it.96 

The first W.rld War raised anether -3•r issue fer 

Aaer1can Jew1.ah identity, defense. This included mt enl7 



the act1T1t1ea ef such ergantsatiena as the Jeint 

Distributien Cellllittee, but the entire Zienist uTaent as 

well. Defense tNk en the tw-teld aspect •f preT1.ding 

fer Jews suffering tre■ the ertecta et the war, and leek1ng 

teward a pe1"11Ulent Jewish haTen 1n Israel. The -j•r 

quality et all such act1T1ty 11&8, et oeurae, that et a 

respense te an e■ergency s1tuatien. 

The Depreaa1en previded further iapetua te e■ergenc7 

respenae. Al.theugh uat Jews reoevered, a nete et all%1ety 

had been added te the high hepes er aalvatien in Aaerica, 

just as the war had ■ade clear the vulnerability and inter­

cennectedness et wrld-wide Jewry. The entire generatien 

et American Jews wh• experienced the Depresaien as part et 

their childheed experience learned that it was necessary te 

defend eneselt against ecene■ic d1aaster, fer what had 

happened ence oeuld happen again. 

If anything, the defense pesture served as reint'e;rce­

ment fer the striving fer ecene■ic success. At the ti■e, 

the mest legical expressien ef that striving was in 

edueatien. The ultuaate aim waa te graduate with a cellege 

degree, and even ••res•, with a degree frem a prefessi•nal 

scheel. 

This generatien •f educated y•ung American Jews was 

just abeut t• begin reaping the rewards ef their labers when 

again disaster struck, Werld War II. 

The heleeaust and its afteraath had far-reaching effects 

•n American Jewish identity. The haunting ghest er t•• 

theusand years •f' persecuti•n was raised again, as were 



attendant feelings ef helplessness, shaae, rage, and guilt. 

These feelings were s• streng that they were net, 1n tact, 

dealt With 1-ediately. The7 were subliaated, eharmeled, 

as .Aaerican Jews busied themselves with .. urn1ng the dead, 

picking up the pieces, a1cUng the survivers, and feunding 

the State et Israel. 

Jewish ept1aia was serel7 shaken, and the 1.aaediate 

war that tellewed. the teund1ng et Israel did net help. 

Indeed., the state ef eaergenc7 never seemed te end. There 

was, in this fel"llulatien, little reea fer redeapt1en. Te 

even think ef reTenge was te raise issues and feelings ef 

such depth and aagnltude that handling thea bec-e extreael7 

difficult. 

The helecaust als• served te sever the salvat1en aspect 

frem all but its eceneaic nets. Al.theugh the pest-war 

peried saw an increase in the feund1ng er new cengregatiens, 

the elder eptiaist1c striV1ng fer salvatien had received a 

blew fr•• which it •uld net recever. The new cengreg~tiens 

were required by a1gratien pattems as much as by aJ17th1ng 

else, as 7eung Jews aeved te the suburbs te raise their 

fa.1.lies. 

Bel1g1en, the traditienal greund et Jewish salvat~•n 

s7steas, had taken en aspects ef defense . Being a aeaber 

ef a m1nerity greup that at the aaae t1■e has acquired beth 

h~h secial and geegraph1c .. bilit7 creates special identity 

preblems. Changes in neighberheed and secial class ■eans 

changes in suppert systeas as well. This 1a likel.y te take 

place 1n fact betere it is actually perceived. The first 



realizatien that a radical identity shift has indeed taken 

place is apt te be a pa1nfu1 ene.97 

Bel1gien was pressed inte service te help allenate 

this pain et shitting identities. Aa the preblea beoaae 

ure and ure oeaplez:, ritual and eereaeny were ure and 

.. re used te cen1"1n the atatua ef peeple as aeabera et 

the Jew1.sh ceaaun1t7, Since identity transm,aa1en was a 

particularly d1tticu1t 1sne, this preeess ia ust in 

eTidence 111th 'the Bar and Bat Mitzvah cereaenies.98 

Al.eng with these identity prebleaa, theugh, the 

eoeneaic success ef Aaerican Jews was, it ~hing, 

increased, Jews reaped the benetits ef pest war beeas, 

expanded gevernaental eaple,-ent, and the increased use et 

educatiena1 qualificatiens in industry. 

The Jewish f-il.7 remained exceedingly ehild-oNSered, 

creating a wara clese envirenaent that held eut the hepe et 

an eventual return tea s1.a1lar Gard.en ef Eden at seae peint 

in the future. The preductien ef such aap1rat1en reaained 

in effect even theugh ~ts eventual real1zat1en had been se 

serel.7 shaken. The yeung reaained highly .. t1vated. Altheugh 

11&111' tended te view this taa.117 ataesphere as essentially 

preduct1ve et neuresis, I believe Sklare ls cerreet when he 

S&J'SI 

••• the Jensh f-117 cenatellat1en has 
net created aecial prebleaa 1n the 
general seeiet7. In fact it has dene Just 
the eppes1te1 the Jewish r-117 se•• te 
have selved prebleas rather than cauae4 
them. And the fereaest preblea that it 
has selved is that ef aet1Tat1ng the 7eung 
teward. achieveaent.99 



Yet when these me tivated yeungsters began t e gre w, 

in which d.irectie n were the y t e leek f e r affi raatie n ef 

their Jewish identity? There was the largely d efensive 

Allerican Judaism e f all dene■inatiens. There was the 

largel y d efensive activi ty ef the natienal Jewish ergan.1-

zatie ns such a s the Anti Defa:aatien League . And ther e was 

the generative , but als• largely defensive J ewish 

natie nal1s111. 

Te this essential emptiness e f American Jewish identity 

in the SO's and 60 's was added the s weeping idce l egical 

re-fe rmulatiens that the wa r had pe stpe ned. America's 

yeung Jews resuaed the pre c ess • f questie ning, with a 

vengeance, They had been premised salvatle n in their 

earlies t years , yet the we rld seemed t e me ek them. They 

heard ne stalgic tales et the "lewer east side" yet all 

areund them there were n• such enclaves e f war.ath and 

cezmuni ty. 

Te make matt ers wers e, the parents e f these yeungster s 

were having difficulty deali ng with their e wn shaken J ewish 

identlties ne w that they had meved away fr•• the neighberh••d 

envirenments e n which t hey were ba~ed, I n s pite • f increas ed 

cultural telerance, thes& parents were having a harder and 

harder time transmitting a s ens e ef J ewish identity t e their 

children. lOO This impertant task was turned e ver te the 

religi e us scheel, which had ne easi er time er lt.101 

One reas en fer this difficulty was that the sch••ls 

were attempting te ce nvey a system which was a ctually at 

e dds with what the children saw their parents de ing. The 
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adults had deTeleped a •new peraeaal.1a• 1n wh1oh eaoh 

peraen waste pick &Dd. cheese these eleaata et culture, 

heritage, and current theught that •uJ.d aake up h1a J'ewiah 

1dentit7.102 Perhaps because the parents were net really 

eeatertable with thia aystea, it was mt taught te the 

children. Instead, they were taught Tarieua ayst•• ,r 
Jewish identity which s1apl.7 were net te be teund. 1n the 

werld areund th•. 

Per the truth et the -tter was that parent■ &all 

children had started te eeae up against the -•■iTe break­

dewn et previeus systeaa et Jenab identity. The ourrent 

breakdewn 1• prebably unprecedented eTer the last tw 

theusand 7eara. One has te ge back te the t1ae et the 

birth et Christianit7 and the birth et Phariaaic Juda.J,a te 

find identity reteraatien et such sweeping aagnitude. 

M&n7 7eung Jews alive teday had little er ne .. ntact 

with a Ti.able Jewish identity in their ewn liTes. ni,.a 

1a a new and unusual situatie1u large nuabera et Jews are 

unaffiliated. The -jer ceapenent ef becea1ng unat't111ated 

1n such a way as te indioate that being a Jew siapl7 deesn't 

matter 1■ prebably the degree et cennectien with eith~r a 

werk1ng Jewish identity, er the struggle fer ene. 

Thua we arrive at the preaent, with Jews in Aaerica 

beginn1JJS te feel the ettert and the pain required fe, a 

aajer new identity femulatien as the eld ene baa beceae 

largel.7 un .. rkable. The tensiens have al.ready helped create 

large nuabera ef 11arg1nal er ceapletely unaft111ated Jews. 

We de net haTe auch data en thea, and there 1a hepe in that 
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igneranoe. We -Y find eut that these Juteple are net le■t, 

but aerely sitting it eut ter a while, until a .. r• viable 

Jewi•h identity oeaes inte view. I hepe that this is th• 

case. 

F. The Jewish Identity Crisis 

Accerding te eur defin1tien ef "crisis" ae a necessary 

turning peint, there can be iw deubt that there 1s currently 

a crisis in Aaerican Jewish identity. As we have peinted 

eut, the changes develeping are et' great ~nitude. 

Tw9 reoent studies, the Pein repert and the Lenn repert, 

have given us data en hew the Ret'era Jewish ••-unity 1s 

respend1ng te this identity crisi ■• The strengest single 

issue given by Fein is that eur teaples have failed te 

previde a sense et' ce-un1ty.10) c.-un1ty is speken et' in 

the repert as seaeth1ng fer which there is a "pewert'ul, 

perhaps eTen desperate lenglng" the lack ef which 1s apt te 

preduce a "vague theugh eften pervasive -laise." The 

reaedy er this lack weuld previde peeple with "warath" and 

"tntiaacy," an end te "aegaented and superficial relatien­

ahips," and "shared e■etien and a senae er suppert.•104 

The s-e researchers say that ce-unity cannat be 

created by ce-ittee, ner legislated int• existence, but is 

s•••thing that aust arise erganically.105 The repert even 

indicates that c•-unlty is net neeessarlly a -tter ef 

elese friendships. Sixty per cent et the respendents de mt 

haTe ■any olese friends at the te■ple te which they beleng, 



and de mt pereeive this as in &127 way negative. There was 

ne eerrelatien between disaatiataet1en ·With the teaple and 

lack er t'rienda there. In raot, m -tter what size the 

te•ple was, the -J•rity et' reapendents tre• te•plea et all 

aizes telt that their te•ple eught te be larger than its 

preaent size.106 

We weuld hepe that the t .. ple weuld be a plaee where a 

sense et e•-Wl1t7 had develepecl, yet this dees net••• te 

be the .. ae. Sixty-three per aent et the peeple Fein 

interviewed belezag tea te•ple and t• ne ether Jewiah 

ergan1zat1en, yet the teaple 1• net, t'er the•, an ebJeot et' 

1■,.rtant eMtlenal inveat•ent.10? 

The uraal respense t• te•ple activity 1a an apathetie 

aeeeptance et things aa they are. Te Je1n dees mt 

necessarily i■ply any real degree er part1cipat1en. The 

prl-17 eriter1en t'er eheesing a te■ple see•s te be the 

quality et the rabbi, t'ellewed by the belief in its (Ret'era) 

ideelegy, tellewed by the quality et. the rel.J.g1;eua aeheel.108 

The Lenn repert ala• tew:ad.. •ueh diaeentent. It was the 

peeple •he peraeived the■aelvea aa -•ng the least religieus 

•he were the ust or1tieal et the rabbi's rele ia the 

religieus soh••l and et hie leadership et yeuth greup 

a•tiv1t1ea.109 

With •••e degree et' Just1t1•atien, we underatand "least 

religieus" here te ■ean these wheae Jewiah identity 1s leaat 

viable. It ••ul.d aee■, then, that •••e et the pain et being 

1n a state et identity centus1en 1s vented in the t'el'II et 

er1t1eis■ et the rabbi and et hia activities, part1eularl7 
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theae that deal With the ~ung and henee teu&h the aere 

apet et 14ent1ty tran■■1a■1en. There 1■ apt te be a great 

dea1 er th1■, ter a Ya■t -j•r1t7 et eengregallt■ de net 

eens1der the■aelTes rel1g1eua.110 

The ... t aet1Te lay leaderah1p er eur teapl•• are apt 

te take a w1der Tie•, and tbe1r er1t1e1s■ 1nT•lTea bl .. 1ng 

the rabbiter •what 1a wreag With Bater■ J\14.ala.•111 The 

rabbis, ter their part, repert a 1aek et ••-1tt■eat aM 

large-aeale jeb d1a■at1afact1ens. HeweTer, enly twenty 

per cent et the rabbis peree1Te •a er1s1s 1n the Refer■ 

rabb1Jlate• 1n the1r ewa M11gregat1•na. When the ••rd1ng et 

the queat1ea 1• ehanged te •a er1a1a 11l •••t Refer■ eengre­

gat1ens" s1xty-a1x per cent et the rabbis are able te 

peroe1Te lt.112 

The Fe1n repert ••"•• as a ammary et this ■ater1al in 

1ta eenclua1en that there 1• a er1a1a 1n 1deelegy whereby 

"Jew1.ahneaa" 1• ut adequately expreaaed 1n teaple 11te.ll) 

Fre■ preT1eua aeet1ena, •• underat&Dd that ideeleg7 1• 

■7]leray■eua With gnup 1dent1t7. We ha-Ye alee aeen that 

greup 1dent1t7 ia the eenaeieua, largely rat1enal ••■penent 

et pneeaaea that begin deep w1th1a ea&h 1ad1-Y1dual. 

Fein and hie asaeelatea Tlew things ae■ewhat dltter-

entlya 

We are net at all ••n•lnced that there 1a 
a serieus er1a1a in Jew1.sh 1deRt1ty, at 
least ... ng the peeple we eneeuatered1 
there 1a a -..ery elear er1a1s in Jewish 
1deelegy. 

What we find 1s that peeple •1th very 
petent Jewish 1ast1aeta reel that they 
ha-Yen• -7 et auppertlng theae lnatlaets 



1ntelle•tual.17. Incleed, te the degree 
te whi•h peeple baTe relat1Tel7 Mherent 
1deeleg1aal tenden•1ea, theae tenden•1ea 
eften appear te Mntrad1•t their Jelfi■h 
1nst1nota. This 1a a ••ur•e •f aub­
stant1al peraenal diatresa, all the .. re 
s• as it 1a extreael7 d1tt1oult te 
tranait 1nst1n•ts te the 7eung when the 
juat1t1.at1en ter theae 1nat1n•ta baa 
been le■t, er is uncert&in.114 

Perh&pa an emple Ifill help te cut threugh the 

d1f'terenees 1n the uae •f terair»leg7. I believe that Pein 

is talking abeut such thinga as tr,.ing te eenvey t• a child 

a sense ef' being a ■e■ber •f the Jew1sh peeple, te take ene 

emple. In his guts the parent knews that his destiny is 

deepl7 wrapped up With that et peepl• ••attered all eTer the 

fa•e et the earth. s.■ebew the7 are 1nextr1 .. bly beund. 

Yet what rat1enal precess ean suoeeasfully cenvey this? 

Can a parent uae nat1enal1sa? EYen he questiens its validity. 

can a parent indicate that 1t 1s Ged's Will that we feel th1a 

w.,-? Barely. The peint is that ■any et eur deepest lenginga, 

what Fein ehese te eall instinats, are ne lenger able te be 

discussed in language that makes sense. 

Hewever, I still centend that te view ideeleg7 as 

anything ether than the ratienal ceapenent ef identity is a 

Jai.stake. Be that as it ■ay, there is turae11, pain, anxiety, 

and identity eenfu■ien within the Aaeriean Je1f1.sh ••-unity. 

With all •f th1a, the repert indicates an extre■ely 

interesting findings suppert •f Iarael 1s the tep prierity 

ef' Alleriean Refera Jewa.115 Ia this a atable identity 

eeapenent With a eeherent ideelegy that ean serve as the 

rallying peint fer a new and Viable feraulatien? Perhapa, 
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7et additienal data aenes te ••nf•Ulld the issue. Thia 

data in•ludea tn tincl1ngaa 

1) Being in taTer et Zienin deea net 
nec•••ril7 tell•• being in auppert et 
Israel 
2) Iarael is n•t •••n •• the ••nter et 
wrld Jewr7 .116 

We Will, er ••urae, deal With these tft au-l•us 

stateaents a bit later en. But eTen ••• the aheiee ef 

auppert ter Israel as the tep prierit7 -7 well indieate 

that Israel preTides, ter Aaerlcan Befel'll Jews, what eur 

te■ples de net, a sense et ce-un1t7 and a oegent idee1eg7. 

In an i■ag1n&r7 letter tre■ an Aaeriean Jewish girl 

abeut te settle in Israel, Albert Verapan haa eellected 

••at, it net all et the rele'Ylmt laau••• The girl, Debb7, 

writes te her friend in Allerlu, telling her hew she felt 

during the Six Day- War et 1967, 

When Israel wen the wa7 it did, I felt 
a surge ef relief, then e1'.&ltatien, 
then pride. I felt ten feet tall. 
These weren't unmewn peeple fighting 
far eff in the desert. They were MY 
peeple. The7 were bene •f ■y bene. 
They were beth hereie and ri,ht, and 
they were fighting fer ae. 7iey were 
saying - and they were speaking fer 
ae, tee - Jews are unwilling te be 
slaughtered anJm,ere. One Masada was 
eneugh. One Auschwitz was eneugh. 
J~wa haTe died leng eneugh. 11? 

ManJ et the issues are oentained 1n this ene excerpt. 

There are the dangers et war, rais ing J udaisa and Jewish 

identifioatien tea aatter et literal life and death. There 

1a pride in exeelle1ice, baeked by a clear aerality. There 

1• a aeans ef dealing with the d1ff1aul.t, negat.1ve aspeats 

ef Jewish 1dent1t7 that haTe been pes tpeaed since Werld War II• 



scapeg•ating, ahaae, peraecutien, dependen•e, 1■..-t•••• 

guilt, rage, reTenge. Th••• negat1Te aspeets are largely 

replaeed with their ~•1t1Te eeunterparts. New, Jewa de, 

instead •t being dene te. They tight back, and they win, 

be•auae they are right. The suttering et the past 1• 

v1nd1eated by the Tictery ef the present. The aalTatien 

syate■ that pre■iaes eTentual Tiotery in return fer endurance 

and sUrYival is likewise Tind1oated. 

Debby's res~nse te the S1% Da7 War aetually re­

capitulates the three-teld Jewish identity that waa T1able 

in Aaeriea n.t leng ag•. We feund the three -.1er ele■en~ 

t• be rede■ptien (vengeance), salTatien (arrival, er return 

te the he■eland), and deteaae. We al•• shewed that the 

breakdewn ef this Viable identity inTelTed a severe ever­

ah1tt teward defense te the e%olusien •f al■est all else. 

The Tietery et the war rester•• a aense ef balance and 

resterea as well the twe ■lasing ele■ents et re4e■ptien amd 

salTatien. 

Fer aany Aaeriean Jews, the Six Day War allewed the■ 

te teel pride in being Jewish fer perhaps the first ti.■e ill 

their lives. Negative identity aapeets were auddenly re­

placed by pes1tive enea, and ■iaaing enes suddenly reatered . 

A ■eantngful. tenaien between pelarities waa enee again in 

effe•t, where betere there had. been enly centradiatien. The 

result ef this was the freeing et energ7 fer d,naai& actien. 

In Debby's ease, that actien waa te v•lunteer te help eut 1n 

the atter■ath et the war by fl7ing te Iarael t• de whatever 

was neeesaary. Her newly-teund eneru received ■ueh 



enthuaiaati• aupperta 

The spirit en the plalle na tantaati•. 
We aaag euraelYea hearse, claa•e4 the 
hera in the. aisl••• and .. rried en as 
it a great ■iraele had happened.. It 
had.ll.8 

"A great airacle had happened." Ia thia aDTthing ether 

than a return te the 4ectrine er aa1Yat1en thnugh •eapen­

aat1en? Ulti■ate ■eral an4 phyaioa1 neteey eTer eppreaaien 

1a the juat reward et generatiena et pMple whe reaaiaed 

truatwrthy, r----.1aec1 Jelriah, eTen theugh it waa terr1bl7 

bard te de se. 

Suddenly, in Iarael, 1deeleg1cal Mntrad1•t1ens are 

cleared up ter Debb7. Her Aaer1can rat1enal.1t7 na at eclct■ 

With a belief in Ged. Put 1n ether teras, the Aaer1can 

eTerahitt teward independence ■ade the e%prea■1en et 

dependence needa dlffieult if net 1■pesa1ble. Arri att•pt 

at the expreaa1en et dea1rea fer dependenee see■ed te inYelYe 

1d .. legiaal centradiet1ens. Yet fer Debby, her trip rester•• 

the balances 

I had a ehaaoe te visit the eeoupied 
terr1teriea and the Allenby Bridge, 
but the real aeene wa■ the Walling 
Wa11. Be■e■ber that d1aouaaien at 
c-p when I agreed •1th the "Ged la 
dead" theeleg1an? Well, ge t1gure 
1t. I gaTe eut •1th eve17 prayer I 
eeuld think et ••• I thanked Ged aa 1t 
he were sitting up en the wall, 
patting 117 head.119 

Pre■ an initial pea1tien et defiance Debb7 oe■ea reund 

te an al■est ch1ldl.1ke faith. Aa we teund. earlier, 1t 1• 

indeed the funct1en ef rel1g1en te reY1talize the illd1Yiclua1 

frea this reaerTe1r et aarl1eat baa1• trust, yet A■eriean 



culture, ter largely e•ene•1• rea■en■, ■111tatea againat 

this. 

Debby' ■ newly teUIICI. ab111t7 te e%pre■a her •-.•meaee 

needs t1nds auppert tn■ 11&117 quarter■• All anuad her, the 

h1ate17 et her peeple is al1Te. She is elal.7 eae et tbeusands 

ef' peeple praying at the W&iliag Wall. The plaae ride help• 

prepare the greund•rk. She 111 able te drep her staaee et 

striet indepell4•••• and "l•••• heraelt in the ahared J•7 et 

the Telu■teera. She thus gala■-•• reapite tn• Alleriun 

1dent1t7 M■peneats that 4eaaad ind.epemlen&e and uniqueness. 

Instead, Debby M■•• te dep8134 en her tell•• passeagera ter 

a sense et alll)pert. Su•h an ez:periea•e 1s telt as liber­

ating, e%h.111rating. Aa the belanee is rest.red atter an 

1a1t1al burst et eaers7, a aen.ae et well-being cleTeleps. 

The peraea breathe■ a a1gh et relief, as if a battle has 

ended, as if en• haa •••• he•• atter a 1•118 (1ntenaal) exile. 

The aenae ef the laek et •e-uait7 that 1a ••used 1a 

Aae111oa by the identity eTerahitta that haTe ecourred 111 

answered ter Debby. on the plane, seeial diataaee is 

disselTed aa the rider■ hug an4 clan••• She aita next te 

a "tat, ■iddle-aged rabbi" yet they are beth de1ag the aaae 

things geing te I■rael te lead a hand. When they arriTe, 

aga1a there 1■ a aeue et ■eaningtul parti&ipat1ea in a 

••-ua1t7 that en••ap••••• the incliTid.ual and lell4s authenti­

oity te his aet1ens. As Debby puts it, ahe feels that 

"Iarael1a are aeved by a tre■endeu■ aenae ef nat1enal purpese."J.:20 

She feela herself te be a part •f that purpese. 

The sense et natieaal purpeae in Israel is 1n ■harp 



••ntraet t. the •rlcl Debb7 lett behind. She new■ 

-ter1al1et1•, upper-aicldl•-•la•• lite in A1ler1ea a■ ■ter1le, 

ancl the alteraat1Te •t drepJ1ag eut equally ••• Sh• 1■ 

d1eturbed b7 rae1al tlll'M1l and the war 1a Viet-, an4 1■ 

unable t. cl1aeen &ll7 ■•n■• •t -t1eaal purpe■• baek heae 

1a •h1•h ehe ean part1•1pate.121 Lite•• a kibbutz••-• 

tar .. re ■eantagtul. ID Iarael Debby reel■ a •-•• •t 

per .. nal 1deat1t7, aa4 a ■•n■• •t part1e1pat1ag in and 

r••elrtag auppert tn■ her M-Wl1ty that aakea eTen her J•b 

et eleaaiag the •hl•kea ... ,. a •rthwh1le ut1rtt7. 

Debby' ■ re■i,.n■e t. the I■raell experlenee 1• la large 

aeaaure duet• the 1deat1t7 ••ntus1en she breught ttth her 

aa the resul.t et her U)tbr1ngiag in Aller1ea. Baek heae, 

Debby -s •• 7et a aeaber •t the Wl••-■1tte4 r•a•n•• •be•• 
p•a1t1ea 1a au■ta1ned b7 the dellall4■ et the Alleriean eMne■7. 

We haTe seen n•• •t the •••t• in term■ •t al1enat1•a that 

th1la e1tuat1en 111 liable te create. Debby l••ka t.1'al"d the 

tuture and att-pt■ t. enT1a1•n her eTentual pl••• in 

aeelet7. 

At the s-e tlae, the •••1•t7 la underg•lng a partieul­

arl7 Ti•lent and rapid per1ed •f ehange. Many aapeeta et 

the tuture Debb7 will haTe t. 11Te in slapl7 4• mt 7et 

ex1at, •• ahe eanmt pesalbl7 1dent1f7 with the■ • The 

pelarltles ef her life are net ln balanee, and thua she 

underg••• the dlstrese er identi ty eentuaien. 

The experience er the Six DaJ War and the trip t. 

Ierael rest.red ■any er the balanees. Th• reault er this 

balaneiag was the releaae et a f l•ed er ereatiTe eaerg7 ter 
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beth .. rk and pla7. Ideeleg7 ... e 111te hanae117 With 

feelings aa a viable identity was reatere4. Fer large 

n\lllbera et Jewa whe did net ge te Israel tellew1ng the S1x 

Day War, and wbe have m 1ntentien et' settling there 

pe1'11&1lently aa Debby did, the pneess 111 tar ure aubtle, 

and v1ear1eua, tbeugh at1ll eperative. 

Vut nuabera et Aaerlean Jews clenate huge suas et 

.. ney te Israel. At fwa4-raiaing luneheena and dinners the7 

listen te Israeli 811.1.surlea tell et cencUt1ens there. Vast 

nuabers take frequent fteat1en trips te Iarael. Many parents 

send their eh114ren there fer the sUIIJler, er ter aa leng as 

a 7e&r et study during high aeheel er eellege. M&n7 

Aaerican rabbis have apent a geed deal et tiae in residence 

ln var1eus Israeli •1t1es. Israeli cultural pngraaa are 

increasingly available here. Israeli and/er Hebrew speaking 

auaaer •-pa are ure and .. re rwaenus. Hebrew 1a uaed in 

eur serviees, taught 1n eur •la~, and speJten, hewever 

haltingly, by Aaerican teur1ats . The channels et 1dent1f1:­

eat1en are relatively n\lllereua and d1reet. And ef eeurae, 

we are all Jews. 

In all et this there is the ee-en thread er expesure 

te an Iarael1 sec1et7 that b7 1ts very strueture aupperts a 

viable Jewish 1dent1 ty. The ark week 1s arranged aooerd1ag 

te Jewish rel1g1eu.s cuatea. The hel1days are net C.l\lllbua 

Day er Eaater but sueeet an4 Shavuet. On the Shabbat all 

public tranapertat1en ceaea tea halt. Unless yeu eenaeieusly 

try te ave1d it, yeu w111 have keaher fare wherever yeu •1ne. 

The altuatien is aucclnetly put by ene persen whe Aid te 
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•• ••••thing te the ette•t thats "It' ■ atrange te l••k 

anund and realize that eTeryene' ■ Jenah. The pell•• are 

Jewtah, the &leaning lad1•• are Jelfi■h, even the wheN■ are 

Jelfiaht • 

Fer llaJl7 Aaer1 .. n■ whe qem tlae in Iarael the 

expeerienee er a •ulture that aup,erta Jewtah 14ellt1t7 1• an 

exh111rat1ng ene. MaJl7 er the eTeryda7 d1t-t1•ult1•• et beiag 

a Jew 1a Gentile Aaerlea ■e- te tad• a-y. EYeD the que■t1ea 

"What deea it aean te be Jelfiah" aeen le■ea 1t■ ■eaalng, te 

be anawered aerel7 by leek1ng areund 7•~. Su•h experi•n•e• 

•an aake the return te Aaer1•a extreaely pa11lful. Oae au•h 

1nd1Tidual tel4 ■e that "••e ••»••~ real.17 be Jewtah in 

Aaerl.aa. Here, Shabbea 1a al■• Satu.rda7, With feetball, 

ahepp1ng, dane1ng lea■en■ ter the klda, and a let et ether 

•h•rea. But 1n I■rael we •ellld really eelebrate Shabbea. 

Everything atepped, and we were all Je•• tegether." 

Fer llaJl7 Aaer1•ana •h••• 1nTelTe■ent with Iarael 111 net 

aa 1ntenae •r a■ ■weeping a■ Debby••• Iarael at1ll previde■ 

anawera t• the ■eat d1tt1•ult preble■a et Aaeriean Jewtah 

identity. It deea •• ■a1Dl.7 b7 auppl71ng the three thing■ 

that are •••t la•k1ng 1• Aaer1•an 1deat1ty in generals the 

ability te expreaa need■ rer ••-U111t7, engage■ent, and 

clepende11ee. 

carrying thNugh nth Slater'• te:naineleg7, Iarael dee■ 

aee■ te anawer the need fer ••-Wl1t7 b7 pr.Tiding a way te 

liTe in tru■t and •eeperatien with ene's tell•• ■en. Indeed, 

eeeperat1en 1■ ••••nt1al ter the detenae agaiR■t heatile 

neighbera, a■ well a■ being an ingrained :,art er the kibbutz 



••T-•nt. A ■an ha■ te tru■t hi■ tell••• te aeUDd the 

alan, te atandl ee-,etent guard 4•ty, te sen-e 1a the aray. 

The ••lleat1T• entity et the ■tate 1■ al■• elearly ~•t1nd, 

•• are aaJ17 et 1ta •••t 1apertant pel1e1e■• 

A■ a aall nat1en, an4 a••• -t1en, there ia ■till 

re•• ter the feeling that en• 1■ eea1ng clinetly te gr1,■ 

•1th lapertant •••ial 1aau••• The Te?7 taet that the •urreat 

Pr1•• M11l1ater, Mra. Meir, 1■ apt te innt• ■twleata •• -

ar•h••legieal dig near her heae inter tea and •••k1e■ 1■ but 

••• aall emple et hew •l••• .-an be the •••ta•t between an 

erd1n&r7 illdiT1dual and theae in pewer. Thia eleaen•■• 

••n-•11 te •ahan•• the ■•u• et e,agag-•nt that 1 ■ •• ■•rel7 
-laeking in Aaeriea. Th• anae41 ten■ien add■ te this •• well 

•• eTen alnute, reutine, er degrading task■ take en a greater 

■ign1t1eanee •• part et the d•t•na• ■truggle. Al••• 1n a 

newl7 deTelep1ng natl•• ene 1■ leas apt te ■eet tee high a 

leTel et ege exten■lena, ta• .. ••• ll&ll1.pulat1Te adTert1s111g, 

The third aapeet 1• the desire fer depemen•e, the 

deaire t• abare nth ethera the re11pe11111b111t7 fer the 

••ntrel et•••• et ene'• 1apula•• Uld the Ureetien et ene'a 

lite. By det1n1t1ea, th1■ 1■-•hat take■ pl••• 1n a newly 

deTelep1ng nat1ea, partiev.larl7 ene at war. The eentnl et 

aany iapul.■" auat be plaeed in the hands er ether■ ter the 

••-•n geed. Oae simple emple 1■ the b1gh leTel •f 

ta%at1en te whieh Israeli■ haTe ■ubjeeted thea■elTea 1a erder 

te -1ntain the neee■aary ••te .. e teet1ng. The •tre•ttea et 

••• •• lite 111 apt te be taken eTer at- &117 •••ent by the 
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&I'IIY as a new crisis devele ps. 

Central t e all • f this is Israel's ability t e reste re 

a sense e f ■eaningful Jewish identity f er ■any Allericans. 

That it is a resteratien and ne t a re-feI'lllulatien is a 

T1tal peint. What happens t e ■any Aaer1eans, and what 

happened t• Debby , is that • • ntaet with Israel prevides an 

experienee • f J ewish identity as it used te be in Aaerica! 

On seae level this is reeegnized, We ne t ed that f e r 

all their suppert , American J ews will net T1ew Israel as the 

center e f werld J ewry. They will ala• net necessarily 

suppert Zienis■ with its ee■■ittment t e settling 1n Israel. 

On seme level Allerican J ews knew that they can derive 

inspirat1.e n fre 11 Israel, they can re- experience a viable 

Jewi sh identity n• lenger pess1ble here, But ultimately, 

there is n• ge ing back. 

The re is ne ge1ng back because Israel ha s yet t e travel 

many ef the ~""-lie paths t h.ct we ln t.llerlca have experienced. 

Yet 1s there any real de ubt tha t this t•• will happen? If 

and when 1t dees , Israel will, e f ce urse, lese Ruch e f its 

ability te pre vide even a tempe rary selut1• n f e r the identity 

c e nfusi•n e f Alllerican Jews. 

The time be mb has already start ed ticking. The issue 

• f religieus freedem fer~ in Israel has been raised ever 

since the f eund1ng e f the state . It has still ne t been 

reselved, The Orthedex rabbinate rules much ef Israel with 

a fini hand , a nd s evere cenfrentatien between the trad itien­

alists and t he l iberals (whe se numbers are gre wing) has been 

enly pestpened by the ce ntinued s tate • f war, The real time 



beab, then, ia •eue in the Middle East. Al.llest eTer7en• 

whe writea abeut Iarael realizes that aueh ef the ehanwter 

ef' th• seeiet7 is due te the war. When that ends, aueh 

will ehange. 

M11n7 et theae changes will inTelve preeeases a11l1lar te 

what has •••urred in Aaeriea. When Israel 1a tree te 

devet• its energies te teehmleg1eal aJld eeen.■1• grewth, 

all the 1deRt1tJ prebleaa ef the aedern atate will haTe te 

be taeed. Until that t1ae, a sl1oe et the past re-ina with 

us, aa a refreshing peel et water in a par.bed desert. Yet 

the t1ae et peace 1a, I hepe, draW1ng near ••• 

G. Or1entat1en uad _Beapenee 

By thia pe1nt 1t aheuld be abundantly alear that te be 

a liberal Jew in preaent-da7 Aller1ca is ne easy task. We 

are, in faet, at a pe1nt ef er1a1a, a turning pe1nt ef great 

■agn1tude. We are, 1n taet, les1ng se■e et eur peeple te 

the ranks ef the unaffiliated, at the saae ti■e that we gain 

ethers thNugh 1nteraarr1age. Yet far ••re 1apertant than 

nuabers is the faet that the quality er liberal Jewish lite 

1 s serely laek1ng. It laeka a aense er •e-un.i ty with all 

the eeatert and affil'IIAtien that prevides, and i ·t laeks a 

sense et wheleness te preTide T1tality. 

But still there la net aueh reasen te despair. We •an 

peint te the Jewish histerieal eent1nuua te deaenatrate that 

t1ae and tiae again a viable Jewish 1dent1t7 has breken dewn, 

enly te regreup and reappear, in new and rttal fel'll. When 
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we leek anUlld., d• we aetual17 tind reaael18 why thi■ al»uld 

net be the ea■e again, •h7 eur taith in a new and ■eaning­

tul Jewish ter■ulat1.en aight be. mateUJld..ed? 

Ne, eur experienee •••• te indieate that eur taith 1• 

well-te1Ua4 ... At the aa■e t1••• we ■uat heneatl7 taee a 

nmaber et d1tt1eult 1a■u••• Fer ea• thiag, theugh we t1Dd 

ne real l-.rrier te gnwth, •• ■u■t as■ert that Jewiah 

1dent1t7 1a Aaeri•• 1• net likel7 te sun1Te ■u•h lenger 

1n its present fer■• Fer wther, we ■uat ad■it that fer 

■All7 et eur , .. ,1., a T1able and T1tal Jewish 1dent1t7 4ees 

net enst at the present t1■e. We ■uat ala• ~1t that 

during the eurrent per1ecl. ef 1dffleg1eal and identity 

ter■ent 1t 1■ unlikely that an7 ene peraen er gnu, et 

pffple will be able te snat•h fre■ the tuture a new 1deat1t7 

ter■ul.at1eza. In ether nrd.a, there 1• u eaa7 •&7 eut. The 

pain mad the d1see■tert et 1dent1t7 eeatus1en ■ui;t be faced.. 

Our reapense te this a1tutien et ident1t7 •r1s1a is 

erue1al. The nature et that respenae Will largel7 be 

deter■1necl b7 hew•• see euraelTes 1n relat1en te the •r1s1s. 

It 1r11,1 largel7 be deter■1ned, 1n a ••:rel, b7 e\U' erientat1en. 

The first el .. eat et a grewthfu1 er1eatat1en 1a the 

aftir■at1en ef ehange. All thiags, eTen eur pain, are 

te■perarr, and will ehange. 

The ••••nd •l•ent ta the att1r■at1en et knewleclge. We 

eaa indeed understand. what 1a happening te us, and the •erk 

yeu are •• reading 1■ deTeted te that eat. 01117 when •• 

understand ean •• then •hang• things 1n eur ewn -7• fer eur 

ewn benet1t. 
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The third •1-•nt 1.a a Mllllittaent te grewth. We aut 

raee that wh1eh 1 .. 4.1.ttleult 1r we are te have AJ17 1-pe et 

•••••••• We auat taee the 41tt1e1llt taak et beeea.1.Jlg that 

whieh •• 7et we are net. Th1 ■ 1a ••rtaill17 11at the eaa1eat 

•f taaka, 7et there 1a • ether 11&7. 

When we begin a■■abl1ng the p1•••• et the •uz1e •• 

find that the ■1tuat1ell ef J'ewt■h 1deat1t7 ill .Alleriea ta in 

■AJ17 wa7a analegeus te the Meleaeeat 14ent1t7 er1a1a. A 

-j•r aapeet et the a4eleaeeat' ■ aet1v1t7, •• we have aeen, 

revelvea an11114 the preduti•• er a peri•d et Mrater11Dl. 

Du.ri_ng this per1e4 aueh eQerl■eatlag gee■ ell aa a neee■A17 

prelwle te later atab111zat1ena. 

The•-• 1■ preaentl7 tne et the liberal Jewtsh 

••-mu t7. There 1 • a penasi Te eliaate •t experi■eatat1en, 

raraglng tn• the ••st Orthedex te the ••t liberal. We have 

ala• net .. that aueh perieda et experiaent are uaeeatertable, 

painful eaea. The7 fell•• en the break4ellll et• ehlldhee4 

identity and betere the teraulatiea et a viable .. ult ene. 

The laek et atable ident1t7 is 4eepl7 felt. At thia peint 

1ndivi4ll&l.a (aD.4 ••-uitiea) are auaaeptibl• te tetalisti• 

reapenses it the7 are te• atrenu.ual7 a■aa1le4 b7 the 

neeeaait7 et abet••• The7 are likewise aueeptible te the 

assuapti•• et negative 1•ent1t1ea rather thall be Wltbeut &111' 

at all. 

Keep1ag 1n ■ind that tetal1a 1a basieal.17 a reapense 

te pain, we reeall that the -j•r er1tle1a et Befe:ra 

taples waa that the7 failed te previ4e a ■ens• •f ••-anit7. 

Ia this aenae et •e-unit7 with ita sharing, i■tl-•7• sap .. rt, 
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uad wanath anythiiag ether than a aeaaa et alleT1at1ag ae■• 

er the Jt&lD et being 1n a per1M et 14ent1tJ tl11%? 

Here, then, 1■ the el"U% et the 1•••e. W• auat tlad a 

aeana et d.eal.1iag "1th the )ala ae that energ7 ter grewth 

•ua be treN. Wltbe•t this, ••t energ7 r ... 1ns leekN 1D 

the ••rY1•e et •etenae, aDl there ia M grewth. 

ir. predu•• a al1-t• et grewth A■•r!••n .J ... auat ••l 

with th• negatiTe eTershitta that are part et their i4eat1t1ea 

aa Aaeria&DB. They ■-7 u this ia enatlng aettiagsa 1n 

eur tapl•• and. erguatzatiena and. r-il1••• W• auat ala• 

1n•lude a heat et .. re 1nteraal ••111'1g11rat1ena •uh as 

stu47 greups, eluba, ehawnt, and ether gre11)1ngs •h••• at7le 

aDd ••ntent we eenMt, a■ Jet, eTen 1aag1ne. 

We auat t1rst et all 4eal "1th the iaaue et size. 

Feelings er 1.lqteten•• la the ta•• et a -as s••1et7 •ar17 

ever int• Jewish settings. Slater's tera ter this issue -s 

•engeg-•nt.• Peeple feel pewerless te •hang• all et 

Aaer1ean •ulture, ali at en••· The saae thiag applies te 

Jud.ala. We auat earYe eut a■aller, ••r• 1nt1-te en•laTas 

in whieh pee)le ean ••rk, 1n wh1eh they ean •••eta grips With 

1apertant issues. 

A neeessa17 ••unterpart te s■aller size 1a inereas•• 

1nve1Taent. A setting that ••rely 1nTelTe■ a traetien et 

the 1atelleat 1s ne leiager suft1e1ent. our grewth all-tea 

aust be ••ntluenta the7 ■ll■t inTelTe llaJl7 leTels et 1ntelleet 

and. eaetien. Perhaps the best way te pre4u•e suah ••ntluen•e 

ls threugh the use er •%Jterient1al aet1T1t7. 

Strangely eneugh, eur peeple are ••rre•t when theJ sa7 



that teaple11 need. te be larger. S-•Jl aettinga et high 

4egree■ et e%per1ential aetiTit7 are apt te req111re great 

pMls ef re•ureea. A large teaple •an pnT14e theae 

reaeureea in ter■a ef JN,ulatien, 111tue, .. ne7, staff, 

aater1al11. We neN te find waya ef allewtng ,eeple t• llake 

••re effe•tiTe uae ef the■• reaeuree11 within the ■eepe et 

the larger teapl• 11trueture. 

What 111ght the natlU'e er these oeJ J gnup aetting■ be 

llke? Neil Keainak7, 1n a reeent the11i11, em1nea a nuaber 

ef aall gnup appna•h•a and. JtNpe11e11 a aeclel et h1• ewn. 

His pnpesal •alls fer "•ells" er fna ten te fifteen r-117 

units. The eella are te be selt-eentained entities, each 

reapensible fer its ewn aotiTit7 in ter■a ef werahip, stud.7, 

and aeoial aotien. There ia te be eppertun1t7 fer a high 

degree ef invelTe■ent, interaetien, and .. neem. The use er 

experiential learning teehn1ques 1a atre115ly suggeated. 

Children are te be full rather than Jun1er meabers. 

A eengregatien ■1ght be ereated b7 the aff1liat1en ef a 

lia1ted nuaber ef eells. This weuld pr.Tide greater 

reaeurces if the hiring ef a full-tiae rabbi were deaired, 

as well as allenng greater flex1b111ty in pngraaaing, The 

plan ealls fer the eent1nued enatenee ef the eella ever 

t1ae, relatively intaet.122 

Further emples ef the uae et saall gnup aettinga 

are ,rev1ded by the Fein repert. The reaearehera uaed t•• 

werksheps, ef t .. days eaeh, in eaeh ef the teaples the7 

studied. There••• thus a tetal et feur da7s •f werk■heJt 

experience in eaoh teaple, 



The werkahepa were baaed en experiential learaing 

teehniques 4evelepe4 1n the field et h11w•n1at1• ••ial 

pa7•beles7". It -- tM11ght that it waa tar better te -1.ean 

b7 deing than b7 talking abeut it, eape•iall.7 ain••• 

Th• eventual geal er the pre••••• 
111, et eeurse, te help pNJtl• MVe tre■ 
what it 1a the7 are te what it 111 tbe7 
wu1• like te beM■e.123 

flle partieular exerei■ea that were 4eveleped and uae4 

were "inte~ecl te help peeple in the tasks et aeU'-asaeaa­

•ent and geal-aetting. • The ee-■ittee felt that the be■t 

pla•• te begin ... With the individual rather thall With the 

institutien.124 We heartily agree, 

Th• •eneern was With preclu•1ng a •11.aate et hepe and 

gnwth, and. a •ellaberative, e:Qer1ent1al setting waa cleea .. 

■eat appreprlate fer tae111tat1ng tbia en4a 

It a ell.ate ef genuine hepe 1a te be 
generated, 1t 1a ■ere likely te grew 
1n an env1renaent which aupperta the 
pernn, eap••1all7 in his tentative 
early grep1ngs, than 1n an ad.veraary 
ellaate. Su•h a suppertive enrtren­
aent 1a eneeurage4 by the shared. 
etfert te explere the peraen's Jewish 
paat, te share in a Jewish present, 
and te 4evelep tegether hepea and 
plans fer the t•ture ••• 125 . 

The wrkshep design ... "enthua1ast1 .. lly en4eraecl" b7 

the •1.arge aajer1ty <•• 94%) " et the partlelpanta. Thi• lN 

the researeh •e-1ttee te •en•lude thats 

••• the •hiet lessen et the weruheps 
lies in the deaenatratien that a 
oenst1tuen•y er auppert ter 1nt,ns1ve 
Jewish e:Qeri•n•e deea exiat,126 

What waa net wentiened 1n the repert 1a that saall 

greups are an extre■ely pewerful lever ter ehange. Ind.eecl, 
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thia pelnt 1a at the baae et aueh et the theer7 en whieh 

experiential teehn1quea in 811&11 gr.up settings la baaed. 

We h&Te preY1eual7 eneeuntered the iclea et "teaper&r7 

s7ateaa" aa the 1nduatr1al ••unterpart te thia id.ea et the 

uae et aall gnu,■• Aa a aed.e et general eperatien 1 t 1• 

alread7 re:,lae1ng bureauerat1• tunet1en1ng in 11&117 areaaa 

AdaptiTe, pnbl••-••1T1ng, teaperar7 
a7ateaa ef diTerae a,eoiallata, linked te­
gether b7 Herd1nat1ng and taak-evaluatlng 
exeeut1ve spee1al1ata 1n an erganic flu -
this 1a the ergan1zatien fel'II that will 
gradually replaee bureauerae7 aa we knew it.127 

We wuld adapt thia netien •f teapel'ar7 a7steas te the 

teaple setting, te auppleaent beth engeing aaall gnupa aueh 

aa aella, aa well aa ,er1edie, ahert-tel'II aetirttiea aueh aa 

••rkaheps. IR tenaa et duratien, teaperary a7ateaa ••uld 

fall aeaewhere in the a14clle. sueh a greup weuld develep 

eut ef ergan1o need.a w1 thin the enrtnnaent. Ita length ef 

life 1.8 defined. either in teraa et aeae bleak ef tiae, er 1n 

teraa et "until what we are werk1ng en 1a •••pleted." The 

large teaple er erganizatien aa7 then aaintain its enatenee 

beth aa an en-geing instit~tien and as the "peel" et peeple 

and reaeureea tna which teapera.ry a7ateaa eaerge, liTe, 

••rk, and die. 

When a gr.up clisbanda, 1ta •••bers enee again return 

te the peel, te fera new gnupa aa the need ter thea ar1aea, 

and. then te cUaband, and re-tera again, in a oentinuing re­

•7•11ng preeesa.12B 

Altheugh induatry 1a eurrently uaing teaperary a7at-• 

in h1ghl.7 task-centered aettings, eur priaar7 interest here 
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1• in far ur• "peraen-••ntered.." enea. Seae peaa1ble 

enaplea fell••• 

1) S1apl• n.p:,ert gnup - A mmber et peeple whe are 

teel1ag a laak et ••-unal wuwth and. au,pert aight •••e 
tegether, :,erha:,a 1n whele faa117 llll1t■• Th• attapt 

••uld be te .. Telep a aall ••-UD1t7, der1Te beth eaet1enal. 

an4 ••gn1t1Te benefit therefna, and then •••e en teether 

things. Atter. a11. the feeling et •e-unal s\l:,:,ert ne~ net 

be an al.-1 the t1.Jle thing. 

2) Health cr1■1a greup - In &n7 large t .. ple setting 

there are eften a nuaber ef faaillea With ene aeaber 

aer1eual7 111. These faa111ea ••lll4 eeae tegether, either 

alene er with the rabbi er ether prefess1enal., fer the 

spe•1f1• purpeae ef aiding ea•h ether 1n dealing nth the 

health •r1a1a. 

3) Faail7 •rials greup - P-111ea 1n er1a1a baTe aueh 

te etter ea.eh ether 1n dealing With a Wide range ef pnbleaa, 

frea aar1tal d1ttieulties tea runawa7 •hild. SU•h a gnup 

111.ght prende neeeasar, auppert fer the further ate:, er 

aeeking lenger tera help frea ether :,refeaaienal seureea. 

4) Jensh identit7 greup - Su•h a greup aight aeek t• 

explere 1aaues et JeW1ah identity threugh the use et the 

exercises in Part II et the Fein repert, er 1n a aere un­

struetured aanner. Aa aeabera returned te the general pepu­

latien, their learnings •uld 1n seae aenae spread threugheut 

the teaple ae■bership. 

5) Planning and task greups - The gains et the uae er 

an experiential aall greup setting fer task and :planning 
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••ti T1 t7 have previeual)' been d.ia&uaed. A greup ■u•h •• 

thia nuld aake use ef what the tep 1n4uatr1es have telm4 a 

valuable teel. Taake ••ulcl. range trea nrk en a bllil~ng 

fund te eTaluatien et the rellgieus seheel. The taak­

eriented. nature ef the greup's lite euta dewn en the develep­

aent et pewer elites and. aids 1n 11&%1.aal parti•ipatien 1n 

teaple gevernenee. 

6) Generatienal and interest gnu.pings - Greupa nth 

a Wide variet7 •f geala •an be set up baae4 en all parti•1-

pants being aale, feaale, 7eung1 eld, aarried, single, etc. 

7) Cr.as greupinga - SU•h greups are partieularl7 

effective fer dealing With inter-gr.up issues. Their use 

in dealing With raoial issues is a striking emple. 

The 11st ef peas1bil1tiea is relatively endleaa. But 

all sueh gnupa have in ••-•n a saallness •f size• a high 

level ef interaetien, an experiential eliaate, al'¥l a 

visible life-span. Aleng With whatever preduetivity emerges 

frea them, they help deal with the pain et identity fl\1% 

threugh their ver7 structure. 

Such gr.ups can answer aany •f eur ••st pressing need.a, 

net by previding answers te the difficu1t issues that 

cenfrent us, but rather b7 previding a oliaate in whieh 

there is a geed pessibility that such answers oan begin te 

develep. They have the added advantage ef starting frea 

where peeple really are rather than iapesing a starting 

peint frea witheut. It has further been the experience ef 

these whe have used such techniques that they werk. 
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We haTe aeen that Aaer1.an Je1r17 1a at a dittiault 

trans1t1en pe1nt. Prev1eus 14ent1t7 syste■s that sustained 

ua need te be replaeed With new enea, yet these new ayate■s 

are n.t yet in ev1clenae. We •uld hepe te use •rks sueh 

as th1a te previde aeae aeaaure ef understand.ins ef •1:ll' 

present a1tuat1en. It 1a ay t1ra eenv1et1en that enly aueh 

Jawwledge and 4lar1ty Will enable us te says this 1s where 

I think we eught te ge, and have a deeent chance ef getting 

there. 
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