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Thesis Abstract
A Place to Grow: The Synagogue as & Human Growth Center

This work is an attempt to explore the current
identity crisis of American Jewry. Because Jews are so
deeply involved in the most advanced and future-oriented
sectors of American society, an analysis of American
identity on this frontier is presented. The conclusion is
that a time of transition is at hand, aggravated by severe
overshifts away from the necessary components of community,
engagement, and dependence.

Erik Erikson's work is used in an analysis of identity
as a structure of both individuals and groups. Then an
exanination of American Jewish identity is made on the
basis of both historical progression and Erikson's model.
The growth and development of American Jewish identity is
traced from the period of the East-European migration to the
present, with particular emphasis on the workings of
identification with the State of Israel as an important
identity component.

The current Jewish identity crisis 1=z explored
theoretically and through the use of the Fein and Lenn
reports. Conclusions include the realization that a viable
new identity is not immediately forthecoming. What is most
needed is a means of providing a sense of community to deal
with the pain that identity loss involves, as well as to
provide a climate in which new formulations have a chance

to grow,



The production of such a climate depends upon an
orientation that provides understanding and insight.
Further, the use of cells, workshops, and temporary systems
are explored as being the forms of small group settings in
which Jews can begin the work of developing a viable Jewlish
identity for the future.
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This paper is about Jewish identity in America,
Although our primary concern is with Reform Judaism, we will
touch as well on the totality of Jewish experience in this
country.

In dealing with identity we find that we are dealing
with the future. We desire to know where we have been, and
where we are now, that we may know where we are going. And
it 1s not the far future that we are dealing with, but
rather the future that is near at hand, and in many places,
may already have arrived. In a land as complex as ours,
and as geographically diverse, rates of change also differ
greatly. What is current in Los Angeles may be yet two
years hence in Milwaukee., Ideas that are now appearing in
Journals of predictive sociology, and in theses like this
one, may in fact be the reality of our life style in five
or ten years.

We may wait patiently and let the future overtake us,
responding to change rather than creating it. I, for one,
do not wish to do this., The attempt here 1s to create the
future, to shape it, to make it be what we would want it to
be. To do so we need knowledge, understanding, analysis.
"Without this perspective, however distorted, we have no
chance at all to will and shape our future; we can only
back into it."1

A good deal of that perspective depends on finding out

what i1s currently going on with Jewish identity in Alnfioa.
Two recent studies have attempted to provide some of the

data. One was commissioned by the Central Conference of



Ameriean Rabbis, and the ether by the Unien of Ameriean
Hebrew Cengregatiens. A resent beek, Ameriea's Jews by
Marshall Sklare (as well as ether werks by the same auther)
has added te eur knewledge of coentemperary Jewish studies.
Yet, by Sklare's ewn admissien at a leeture in February,
1973 at the Hebrew Unien Cellege, even his latest werk is
the merest epening ehapter in a tetal seclelegy ef the
Ameriean Jew,

Our data and reseurses, then, in the field eof
eentemperary Jewish studies, are relatively meager, While
the werk eof pfoparins a thereugh Ameriean Jewlsh seslielegy
gees en, there is anether avenue we weuld explere, We will
use an analysis ef Ameriean identity te explere the meaning
of being a Jew in Ameriea. The use of this teel prevides
many valuable insights, and much understanding. If we can
better understand the cenvergenece of American identity and
Jewish identity, we will be better able te deal with the

divergenees between the twe,
A. Jews and the Frentier

Up te, and ineluding the present, Jews are mere
invelved with the frentier aspects of American seciety than
any ether greup. By frentier we mean veeters, trends, and
tendencies., We call "frentier” these elements ef the
present that are eperative fer small greups ef the elite
and which, with reasenable certainty, ean be predieted te be
the directien teward which the mainstream of Ameriecan




society will soon move, We find that with mest, if not all
of these trends; Jews are in the vanguard:

1. American society is moving toward a service as
oppesed to a labor orientation., More and more people are
employed in white-cellar as opposed to blue-collar jobs
than ever befere. In 1956, for the first time in our
history, over half the werkers in America held white-
collar Jobl.z

The statistics fer Jews exaggerate this trend,

Whereas in 1960 appreximatsly half the adult male populatien
remained in blus-cellar jebs,3 the figure for adult male
Jews was somewhere around fifteen per cont.“ The remaining
eighty-five per cent of the Jewish males held white-cellar
Jobs in various categories: professional, managers and
propr).etors. clerical, sales.

2. Within the white-cellar work force, the tremd 1s
toward that category ternod"profosslonnl.' The fastest
grewing sector of the work force are the professionals.>

Here too, Jews show this trend far more streongly than
does the general population. In 1960, professionals made
up about twenty-two per cent of the Jewish adult male
working population, while the figure for the general
population was about thirteen per oont.6 This has happened
with great speed, in the space of one or at most, two
generations. "The spesed with which Jews have been moving

toward prefessional occupations is apparent from the fact
that only two per cent of male Jewish family heads age

sixty-five and over are professionals.”’



3. Large urban centers, with their closely allied
suburbs, are grewing in size and pepulation density. The
urban pepulation doubles every eleven years,8

Over ninety-five per cent of American Jews live in
urban centers.?

4, In terms of educatien, the trend is clearly toward
universal college education. The state of California
Already has committed itself to this ideal. Larger and
larger numbers of both men and women are receiving college
and graduate scheol degrees,

The Jews have surpassed all other groups in both the
rate and the amount of their educational achievements, Only
now is the gap beginning to clese, yet it may cease to exist
only at seme point in the future.l0

Although statistics are not as readily available, it
seems safe to say that this pattern helds true for other
aspects of the frontier., Jews are involved, out of all
proportion to their numbers, in the counter-culture, the
humanistic social sciences, and the media. In all
probability, Jews are caught up in the increasing mobility
that is sweeping the country. Especially in the professional
sectors of the economy, people are re-locating more times,
and more often, than ever before.ll

Thig "frontier" aspect has far-reaching consequences.
The abrupt transitions it entalls effect identity. If we
would understand much of what American Jews are currently
undergoing, we need to know mere about identity en the frentier.



The way in whieh we view the eurrent situatien is
vital, Optiens run the gamut frem wild-eyed eptimism te
equally wild-eyed pessimism., Are we currently geing
threugh a peried eof grewth and evelutien? Are we in a
peried of transitien frem an elder esensmie erder based en
seareity te a new ene based en abundanece? Are we
experieneing a revelutien, prepelling us teward a future
se different frem what we have new that we sannet even
ceneeptualize it? Is the werld really falling apart areund

us?

B. The Shape of the Teechnelegical Frentier

By any reekening, ehange is the majer aspeet of the
ecurrent situatien., Change ineludes sueh things as:
rampant innevatien in all areas of life; rapid ebseleseense
of preduets, knewledge, and techniques; aceeleratien in the
pace of life; inereased diversity eof infermatien input;
inereased diversity ef experience, activity, and 1life style;
decreased time-lag between preduct-cenceptien and marketing
of the finighed article, ete. Alvin Teffler, writing in
Future Sheek, is, I think, serreet in identifying the

quantity and quality ef ehange as the single mest impertant
Tfacter eof eur eurrent age,

Ameng these whe view this situatien with great
eptimism 1s Ellis Rivkin, Net enly are we in an era eof
unprecedented echange and expansien, but this peried eof
radieal technelegieal innevatien is te remain with us
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permanently:
In contrast te the technelegical break-
through in steam, steel, and electricity,
the atemic, cemputer, and aere-space
‘technolegies are characterized by an
infra-structure and inner dyﬂuc that
breeds permanent revelutien,
This permanent revelution, of ceurse, breeds radically
new values, There is seme danger that there may be a
vieolent backlash from the right against them. There have
already been enough clashes of this type teo glve some
credence to the danger. Yet, contends Rivkin, the
economic-growth on which our wealth and prosperity are
based will net stand for a great deal of such repressien.
Small amounts of backlash are apt to eccur at points ef
friction between the o0ld and the new. Yet in the leng run,
freedom to innevate 1s an econemic necessity. .Its lack will
quite literally impoverish us:
Whereas a static, repetitive capitalism
might net only settle for, but even
encourage a conservative mentality,
changing and developing capitalism has
no alternstive but te engender ruuu]:
criticism, even of capitalism itself. 3
The basic issue between the old valuezs and the newly
emerging ones is ecenomic. There is a basic difference in
orientation, in perception. The old values are based
largely on scarcity of material goods, while the new values
are "based on the assumptien that impertant human needs are
easily satisfied and that the resources for deing so are
plentiful, 14
This type of economic optimism sees technology and

developing capitalism, with its attendant innevation, as
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capable of previding an end te material scarcity on a
national, and preobably internatienal scale in the forseeable
future. Current discomforts, both personal and organizatienal,
are to be explained in two ways:

1) Developing, innovating sectors of the econemy are
hampered by vested interests, entrenched enclaves, and
conservative, special interest groups, Just as mercantile
capitalism was similarly hampered at its inception by the
feudal political structure of Europe.

2) Real wealth 1s at an all-time high, producing
dissatisfaction based on a system of rising expectations.
It is only now that the poor are not as peor as they
once were, and now that possibilities for ending peverty
are visible that impatience has so greatly risen. The
optimist claims that abundance is almost here, if not feor
us, then fer our children, and if net fer them, then
certainly for our grandchildren,

This changed orientation, from scarcity te abundance,
is even now producing sweeping changes in industry,
organizations, and personal life, The research of current
social scientists indicates than an authoritarian,
bureaucratic organization is best suited to tasks of a
relatively simple nature under conditions eof relative
stability. But for the more complex tasks, under rapidly
changing conditions that now exist, a more egalitarian,
decentralized system is required,l>

The "organization man™ has given way to the "pro-

fessional man” who owes his primary allegiance not to
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the company, but rather teo the standards of his profession
and to hinself.16 The professional man spends a good deal
of his working hours as a member of a "task force”™ with

professionals from other disciplines. Such task foreces

are not permanent companies, nor even permanent divisions
of a given organization. They come together, exist for a
time while working on a specified preject, and then disband,
They may cut acress industry lines as varied skills are
needed for a particular Jeb,

In such a setting, prefessional standards and
interpersonal requirements assume paramount importance. The
degree of innovatien and creativity that is increasingly
required in modern industry makes this a necessity. Unhappy
men cannot work well with others, and certainly have
difficulty being innovative.l? As more and mere work is
done by such "temperary systems™ the 1npo¥tanoe of this
human dimension is likely to increase, More and more,
economic necessities are likely to support the satisfaction
of & large range of personal needs in the jeb setting.

In addition te producing new emphasis on a more human
work environment, the technological frontier requires new
learnings and new behaviors to take advantage of its wealth-
producing possibilities. In order te more fully satisfy
their human needs in a temporary system, people will have
to learn:

1. How to get love, love, lose love,
2. How to enter groups and leave them,
3. What roles are satisfying and how to

attain them,
4, To widen the repertory of feelings and
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roles available to the individual.

5. To cepe more readily with ambiguity.

6. To perceive what is new, and plan a
strategy te comprehend it,

7. To develop & sense of one's uniqueness.

18
It 1s obvious that our current level of technology
is the impetus for such changes, for such new learnings.
It 1s likewise obvieus that traditional societies are held
back from change in part by their maladaptive structures
such as the taboo against eating beef in India, But what,
if any, are the structures in eur society that preduce
change?
In examining the issue of evelution and innovatien,
Philip Slater finds that:
...evolution (bilelegical as well as cultural)
preceeds in a kind of leapfreg fashlon:
beld new advances de not typically eccur
in these groups currently in the vanguard
of development. The advanced cultures
and advantaged groups are teo embreiled in
the success of their current meodus erandi
to be available for new departures. 5
those societies (or those greups within a
society) which have nething te lose by
change - nething invested in teday - that
can exploit the radically new opportunity.19
It is upon this type of analysis that Slater and
Bennis base much of their eoptimism. Indeed, a whole
chapter ef their book is titled “Demecracy is Inevitable, 20
If eur technolegical success depends on & high level of
innevation, and if innovatien depends on “"reserves"”
uncemmitted te the status que and with nething te lese by
taking radical new chances, then the whole thing depends en
a demecratic structure that enables them te do se, If the

power te stifle innevatien were exercised, the end result
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would be stagnatien and peverty. It is enly a demecratic
structure that prevides the climate te allew this leapfreg
process of change te take place. What Rivkin called
freedon as & necessary cempenent in the innevative precess,
Bennis and Slater call democracy.

Where are the uncommitted reserves to ceme frem? They
are the-ysung, who are part ef what Slater calls the
"democratic family:"

+ssthe demecratic family 1s the mest petent
expression of democracy, and a necessary
condition for its survival. Fer the young
are, by their very nature, uncommitted,
They constitute the enly group that can
perpetually renew its lack of cemmittment
as its elder members are aiggoned off inte
the ranks ef the cemmitted.

If change is constant, as it seems te be in eur
society, reasens Slater, it must derive this quality ef
censtancy frem facters that are themselves relatively
stable, The relatively stable characteristics eof the
democratic family that maintain its character ever time
are:

1. The secial distance between parent and
child is relatively small,

2, The exercise of parental autherity 1is
relatively mild,

3. The child tends not te be seen as a
mere pessessien of the paignta, without
independent legal status.

Yet the democratic family did net always exist, It
was preceeded by a far mere autheritarian family structure
which was the reverse of the three characteristiocs abeve.
How was the transitien accemplisghed?

If there is a severe crisis with which the traditienal
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wisdom of the family is unable to cope, it becemes, for
a time, invalidated as a source of autherity. Parents
recegnize that they de net in fact knew how te cepe with
the crisis, and children knew that this is the case. Yet
we would expect equilibrium and parental autherity te
return, if enly in the next generation, rather than a
permanent invalidatien ef the autheritarian family and a
transitien te the demecratic family. Hewever, if there
are several crises in successien, er if crisis (i.e.,
change) becemes the norm, what then? “Change then becemes
an expectatien, traditien irrelevant, and the demecratic
family obtains a feetheld,"23

In the histerical American situatien, this is exactly
what happened. Faced with ene frentier situation after
another, the traditional wisdem eof the past was largely
irrelevant te each succeeding generatioen. Slater centends
that the demecratic family, therefere, existed in America
almost from the eutset,24

The breakdewn eof traditienal wisdem carried with it the
consequence of raising the susceptibility ef the child te
the secialization ef his immediate (nen-family) envirenment,
The child takes his cues from the crisis itself and frem his
own age-mates, rather than frem the family. At the same
time, parents questien their ewn values, fer they see their
children adapting te the changing enviremment in ways they
are net able to.25

It 1s the democratic family, then, that prevides the
values and the sense of identity, fer peeple whe will have



te deal, one way er anether, with rapid change, The ameunt
of change we have areund us is a tribute te hew well it has
dene its task. An eptimistic view, such as Rivkin's,
centends that the individuals thus preduced are new engaged
in bringing "glebal capitalism” te the ends eof the earth,
And it is enly glebal capitalism, ef all the essnemic
syastems that the werld has ever knewn, that carries within
its dialectic a thrust teward peace, presperity, and an
ecenemically based cencern with the fullest realizatien ef
each and every human petential,Z26

C., The Cests ef the Frentier

Rampant innevatien is net witheut its cests, As
permanence ic remeved frem many areas of life, we leave
ourselves epen te feelings of meaninglessness and
alienatien.2? This places additienal strains on those
areas te which we have traditienally looked for censtancy:
marriage and the family,28

In fact, it is the democratic family itself that
preduces a situatien that stretches peeple almest te the
breaking point, and in the view of some, beyend. A kind of
tensien develeps, in which values learned as a child, values
learned in the warmth and freedem of the demecratic family,
produce needs that are geverely frustrated by the "adult"
world, The way this precess werks 1z that:

«+.children are taught a set ef values in

earliest childhoed - coeperatien, sharing,
equalitarianism - which they begin te unlearn




as they enter scheel wherein cempetitien,
invidieusness, status differentiatien,

and ethnecentrism prevail, By the time
they enter adult life children are ex-
pected te have largely abandened the value
assumptiens with which their secial lives
began, But fer affluent, pretected, middle-
class children this precess is slewed dewn,
while intellectual develepment is speeded
up, se that the earlier childhesod values can
become integrated inte a censcieus, adult
value system centered areund secial justice.
The same 18 true of ether characteristics

of childheed: spontaneity, hedenism, cander,
playfulness, use of the senses for pleasure
rather than utility, and se en. The
pretective, child-eriented, middle-class
family allews the child te preserve seme of
these qualities lenger than is pessible
under more austere cenditiens, and his
intellectual prececity makes it pessible
for him te integrate them inte an ideo-
legical system with which he can cenfrent
the corresive, lise-nbuslng tendencies of
the old culture,

This can cause great difficulties, as a person
experiences a child-centered envirsnment for much ef his
early life and then, as an adult, finds himself in a werld
that is elther antagonistic er at best neutral te many ef
his most dearly cherished beliefs, In this situatien we
have the source eof much of the turmeil and rebellien
currently tearing at the fabric ef society. The children ef
the "Speckian" generation have new grewn up te find themselves
with lengings fer things that the culture 1s as yet unwilling
or unable te provide. Given their upbringing, it is ne
wonder that they tend te view a seclety not concerned with
the subjective quality ef human life as blatantly insane,

It is this same situatien, theugh, that prevides the
impetus fer much radical change at all levels of American
seclety. Large numbers of adelescents, youths, and yeung
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adults, by definition uncemmitted te the status que, are at
the same time cemmitted to a set of humanistic values that
demand secial invelvement. They demand alse a way ef
satisfying lengings fer community, engagement, and
dependence, ameng ether things, and are at edds with the
elder values on almost every peint:

There are an almest infinite number eof
pelarities by means ef which ene can
differentiate between the twe cultures. The
eld culture, when ferced te cheese, tends te
give preference te preperty rights ever
personal rights, technelegical requirements
over human needs, cempetitien over
ceeperation, vielence ever sexuality,
concentratien ever distributien, the preducer
over the censumer, means ever ends, secrecy
ever epenness, secial ferms ever persenal
exprassien, striving ever gratificatien,

Oedipal leve over cemmunal leve, and se en,
The new counter-cultyre tends te reverse all
of these prierities,

It seems, then, te Slater and te ethers as well, that
the stage 1s set for a massive cenfrontation between the old
culture and the new. Battles and skirmishes have already
been feught at Kent State, Peeple's Park, in Harlem and
Watts, and many ether places. To many, it must seem as if
this war between the old and the new is the most widespread,
and perhaps the greatest cest ef the current age.

Yet beth yeung and eld are assailed by change and all
that this entails, Teffler argues that unless we somehew
learn to centrel the accelerating rate at which change is
occuring in eur world, we are all headed for a "massive
adaptational breakdewn. "3l

People no longer are sure of whe they are. They feel

that their very identities are umder attack, In a very real
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sense, argue Bennis and Slater, the affirmatien frem the
werld areund us on which stable identities depend is being
ereded at an ever-quickening rate. As eur skills and
knewledge beceme ebselete seener and seener we feel that
we, as peeple, have becenme eutmeded and werthless, and a
feeling eof futility and alienation sets in,32

Charles Reich traces this precess in The Greening ef
America. The primary facter is that there is a large
discrepancy between the realities of our society and eur
beliefs about them,33 When this discrepancy is perceived,

a kind eof paralysis sets in. The individual feels that he
dees not understand what 1s geing en areund him. He lacks
an adequate consciousness, er identity, en which te base his
present actiens and future plans. In additien, elaberate
defense structures develop in the attempt te maintain seme
medicum of identity continuity. Se susceptible de many
people beceme that an attack en a single identity cempenent
calls the entire structure inte questien. The persen then
responds with the entire arsenal eof defensive behavier:
rigidity, vacillation, belligerence, and all the rest,3%

We noted earlier that the values of parents in a
demecratic family are always epen te questien, due te the
successful respense of the children to situatiens in which
the parents can be of little help. This epenness en the part
of the parents invelves parents learning from their children,
There is thus a strong inter-relatienship between parents and

children, made all the strenger by the fact that in a
democratic family the secializatien precess gees beth ways:
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children raise thelr parents Just as parents raise their
children. It is important te keep this in mind, fer it
helps te explain, in what fellews, hew parents participate
in a radical critique eof American seciety, aleng with their
children.

Slater, tee, neticed semething similar. He was struck
by the intensity ef the negative reaction en the part eof
may adults when faced with the ceunterculture. Te explain
this, he made use of the psychelegical dictum that "traits
and their eppesites always coexist if the traits are of any
intensity."35 Slater finds, in the intensity ef negative
reaction te the ceunterculture, an equally streng attractien
for what that movement represents,

The strength ef this attractien i1s due, at least in
part, te the fact that all Americans have desparate lengings
for community, engagement, and dependence. American soclety,
heowever, frustrates beth the expression and the satisfactien
of these needs. As Slater defines them:

l, Cemmunity is the wish te live in trust
and fraternal ceeperatien with one's
fellows in a tetal and visible
collective entity.

2. Engagement is the wish te come
directly te grips with secial and
interpersenal preblems and te cenfrent
on equal terms an envirenment which
is net cempesed of ege-extensliens,

3. Dependence is the wish te share
respensibility fer the centrel ef
ene's inpulggs and the direction eof
ene's life,

The very same needs preduce different behavier in the
young and the eld., The yeung are angry at the culture, fear

they are being taken, and are likely te believe that there
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are a greup of men, semewhere, whe can right the wrengs,
yet whe, eut ef either stupidity er malevelence eor beth, de
net. The old are appalled at "new merality” and new life
styles, hair, beads, nemadism. They tee, are angry, and
feel that thelr life styles are threatened, that their
werld is threatened. They are alse clear abeut whe the
enemy is: the yeung. The eld dare net admit, even te
themselves, hew deeply they tee desire cemmunity, engagement,
and dependence, for they have spent years fermulating
identities based en the eppesites: individualism,
detachnent, and independence. Indeed, this negatien has
been the case for several generatiens new. Fer eur wealth
we have pald dearly, by denying parts ef eurselves. And new
that the time has beceme ripe fer taking back what we have
given away, many pesple are unable te de mere than scream,
louder and leuder, that they de net really want it, anyway.

Slater attempts te analyze these three areas, and
their oppesites, He finds a lenging, a nestalgia, a desire
for a sense of community. This lenging is te be feund
largely in the mass media: in films and sengs that reject
current realities in faver of a mere desirable fantasy
werld, 37 American reality, the reality that is being
rejected, is one of eften severe cempetitien., It is
interesting te nete that ene of the meanings ef
"cellaberatien” carries distinct criminal evertenes.

With regard te engagement, Slater centends that:

This natien was settled and centinueusly

re-pepulated by peeple whe were net
persenally successful in cenfrenting the




secial cenditiens ebtaining in their

mether ceuntry, but fled thnss cenditiens

in the hepe ef a better life,J8
If a first majer aspect of American identity is an ever-
shift teward cempetitien at the expense eof cemmunity, a
secend 1s an evershift teward aveidance er detachment frem
secial preblems at the expense of engagement,3?

The third majer aspect is an evershift teward
independence. Slater finds that “"American independence
training is severe relative te mest ef the rest ef the
"r1¢.u40

These evershifts are in large measure tied up with
the technelegical success we have enjeyed - theugh hew
enjeyable it was is epen te questien at this peint. The
independent, cempetitive, detached American in effect
dreamed dreams which made him rich. As Slater puts it,
"technelegy i1s materialized fantnay.'“l

Instead eof eperating in a real werld ef actual secial
issues and cencrete peeple, selitary Americans learned te:

ss.interact largely with extensiens ef

our ewn eges...Every struggle is a struggle
with eurselves, because there is a little
plece of eurselves in everything we enceunter -
heuses, clgghcs, cars, cities, machines, even
eur feeds,

Slater's cententien is that the majer metivatien fer
eur technelegical achievements is the fantasy fulfillment
of the repressed desires fer dependence, cemmunity, and

engagement. Yet, since the innevatien that makes us rich

weuld cease (theeretically) if the desires were satisfied
reality, they can enly be met in fantasy. This has twe

in
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distint advantages: Tfantasy can never really be satisfying,
and 1t is subject te infinite embellishment and extensien.
The epiteme of this is advertising, which has raised
nythelegy, slegan-making, and sexual fantasy te a high art.
In eur seciety, this "art" is pervasive:

Oour seciety is presently feunded en ever-

stimulatien - en the generatien eof needs

and desires which eannet directly be

gratified, but which ensure a great deal

of striving and buying in an effert te

gratify them., Much Af net mest ef this

stimulatien is sexual - eretic delights

are implicitly attached te almest every

preduct that can be beught in America

teday, at least by adults. The geal eof

cenmercial America, therefere, is te

maximize sexual stimulatien and minimize

sexual availabllity - in this way an

infinite number ef preducts eaﬁ be

inserted in the resulting gap.*3

It is entirely pessible that Slater had himself a

geed chuckle ever hew well his last sentence cepled the
style ef medern advertising with its quality ef deuble
entendre, At any rate, he has painted a far different
picture of American seciety than the eptimism we enceuntered
in the preceeding sectien. Fer Slater, eur wealth has been
purchased at great cest te eurselves. Te preduce centinued
high metivatien we have beceme alisnated and manipulated.
We have dene se with suech a passien that an evelutienary
return te a mere nermal balance eof identity cempenents dees
net seem te be in the offing. Slater indicates that we are
te have the burst dam ef revelutien which calls ferth a
herrible, and prebably victerieus wave of repressien. This
despalr is mirrered by the subtitle Slater chese fer his

beek: “"American Culture at the Breaking Peint."



D. American Identity

It is interesting te nete that the same Philip
Slater whe 1s se pessimistic in Pursuit ef Leneliness 1is
the-ces-auther of a fairly eptimistic werk which we have
alse cited:s The Temperary Seciety. Te be sure, Slater
peses seme streng criticisms in the latter werk, yet his
pessimism seens te be missing. Even theugh the
publicatien date of "Pursuit” links the beek te the height
of the Vietnam madness, the fact still remains that in his
werk Slater meves absut en the eptimism-pessimism spectrum,
He is certainly net the enly ene ameng us te swing, first
ene way and then the ether, trying te carve eut a fim
greund ef understanding in a time of rapid change.

As we try te understand Slater's mevement aleng this
spectrum we ceme up against the larger issue eof hew we are
geing te view our current situatien - with eptinmism er with
pessimism? Can Rivkin and Slater beth be talking abesut the
same seclety, the ene with such glewing hepe, the ether
with such dark despair? Is there a wider schema that
embraces beth?

Erik Eriksen suggests ene which seems te werk. He
asserts that there is, in any age, a deninant class ef
"specilalists.” These are the peeple in charge, these whe
"knew what they are deing."” There is alse a greup ef
"universalists,"” these whe "mean what they are saying.”
The "identity pessibilities of an age" are largely
determined by the interplay between the tu..uu



Rivkin, and Slater as well in seme of his earlier

werk, are speaking as “"specialists.” Much ef the eptimism
is based en the quality ef knewing what ene is deing. In
his later werk, Slater is speaking as a universalist. The
intensity, the criticism, and the despalr ceme largely frem
this stance.

Eriksen's nevel insight is te affirm that beth are net
enly necessary, but are aspects of a tetality that simply
dees net exist witheut beth sides. Fer what we have been
talking abeut is American identity, and identity itself
can be speken of enly in terms of pelarities. This in turmm
is based en the psychelegical truism that Slater himself
cited: traits and their eppesites ceexist. If we speak eof
identities, we speak of pelarizatiens.

It is therefere net strange te find beth the eptimism
of the specialists and the pessimism ef the universalists
staring us in the face when we discuss American identity,
fer this 1s ene of the pelarities with which we have te
centend, As Eriksen puts 1it:

The pessibility ef a true pelarizatien
of the new specialized-technelegical
identity and the universalist-humanist
ene must be allewed feor the simple
reasen that such a pelarizatien is the
mark of the ever-all identity ef any
perlod.“g

At first glance it might seem eodd te speak of an
American, er Jewish, identity, as if they existed in seme
Platenic realm., What is meant is certainly net any sert ef
mystical "natienal eenscieusness” but rather semething

very cencrete.




The actual expressien of an individual identity is

in large measure due te secie-cultural facters. A given
seclety prevides ene range of pessibillities fer cencrete
identity expressien while fereclesing ethers. An American
identity 1s the unique set of ways human struetures gain
expressien in this particular seciety.

What 1s mest characteristic ef American identity is
pelarizatien:

.+ .Whatever ene may ceme te censider a
truly American trait can be shewn te have
its equally characteristic eppesite,
«s.0ne may begin rather than end with the
prepesitien that a natien's identity is
derived frem the ways in which histery has,
as 1t were, ceunterpeinted certain
petentialities; the ways in which it lifts
this ceunterpeint te a unique style ef
civilizatien, eor lekg it disintegrate inte
mere centradictien.

In keeping with its size and yeuth, America is a land
eof sweeping identity pessibilities, as well as the better
knewn eppertunities. A well-functiening American identity,
en an individual level, weuld invelve being able te deal
with the wide range of alternatives witheut being either
everwhelmed by the range ef cheice, eor ever-shifted witheut
freeden teward ene end ef the spectrum er the ether. What
is invelved is a state of dynamic tensien, in which the
individual is eriented at seme peint aleng the many
spectrums in which he 1s a participant. When this erientatien
is lest, divergent alternatives cellapse inte centradictien,
and there is identity cenfusien and much emetienal pain.

American identity i1s based in large measure en the

American histerical experience, Change 1s & salient facter
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of that experience, As ene writer puts it:
Higterians are fend ef peinting eut that
Amerieans have always lived under expand-
ing eenditiens - first the frentier, then
sueceegsive waves of immigratien, new a
TUNAWAY teehnology.“?
This histerieal experience preduced a series of
erises. A erisis, as Eriksen defines it, is:
.+ & Nneeegsary turning peint, a eruecial
mement, when develepment must meve ene way
or anether, marshaling reseurces eof grngth,
recevery, and further differentiatien.
The gize ef the eeuntry, the rapid ehanges demanded by
sueeessive erises, the invalidatien ef parental autherity,
the rise of the demecratic family, the secializatien ef the
yeung largely by their age-mates - all these facters tended
te aggravate the range and number eof pelarities that had te
be dealt with, The majer respense te this rather eenfusing
situatien was a kind ef walt-and-see attitude, a tentativeness,
a detachment, a lack of ecommittment. There is little gense in
making irrevecable comalittments when it has been yeur experiense
that the situatien will, in all prebability, echange drastieally
in the near future. Instead eof cemmittment, Ameriecan identity
invelved a lack of committment; the ability te held eneself in
readiness, te take advantage of radieal new eppertunities that
were always ecrepping up,
Eriksen's term fer this is "tentativeness." As he gees it:
essthe functiening Ameriean, as the heir
of a histery ef extreme centrasts and
abrupt ehanges, bases his final ege
identity en seme tentative ecembinatien
of dynamie pelarities sueh as migratery

and gsedentary, individualistie and
standardized, cempetitive and ce-




=24

eperative, pieus and free-thinking,
respensible and cynical, etc,

When this quality ef tentativeness and the wide range of
pelarities te which it respends are breught te censcieusness,
ideelegy develeps. A real ideelegy, theugh, must reflect
the actual emetienal precesses that underlie it, se:

Te leave his cheices epen, the American,
en the whele, lives with twe sets of
"truths”: a set of religleus principles eor
religieusly preneunced pelitical principles
of a highly puritan quality, and a set eof
shifting slegans, which indicate what, at
& given time, ene may get away with en She
basis of a hunch, a meed, er a netien,>

Anerican identity, then, requires a rather difficult
respense on the ideelegical level., The mere difficult eur
situatien is te cenceptualize, the mere sueh cenceptuali-
zatiens rely en eld, basic, traditienal values, By a strange
paradex, the attempt te perceive sur situatien ef rapid
change with seme clarity in turn supperts many traditienal
beliefs:

.+«.the fact 1s that the values asseciated
with indefinite pregress, Jjust because it
strains erientatien as well as imaginatien,
are often tied te_unbelievably eold-
fashiened ideas.

Part eof the American mythelegy thus engendered invelves
a child-like faith that ne matter hew bad things get, we will
always semehew be taken care of. Just as we have always, in
the past, successfully respended te censtant crisis, se we
will centinue te de se in the future. We need net always
feel respensible, theugh, fer deing it eurselves, fer we will
be "saved in the nick eof time;"

.« s technelegical expansien can be seen as



the due reward eof generatiens ef hard-
werking Americans...There 1s always

hepe (a hepe that has beceme an impertant
part of an implicit American ideelegy)
that in regard te any pessible built-in
evil in the very nature of super-machines,
apprepriate brakes and cerrectiens will
be invented in the nick eof time, witheut
any undue inyestment ef strenueusly new
prineiples.

It is mythelegy ef this sert that gives evidence of
weaknesses and unreselved cenflicts in the American
identity fermulatien. If, and when, such ideelegy becemes
unbelievable te significant numbers of peeple, the dynamic
tensien ef pelarities cellapses inte cenfusien, Energy that
was previeusly free feor work and experimental manipulatien
of the external werld is new ne lenger available as all
reseurces are pressed inte the service of the defense of the
ege against what is felt as an enslaught ef disintegratien.

There are mechanisms in eur identity atructure te
prevent this sert ef regressien frem taking place. The
first cempenent of such a mechanism is the ideal of freedem,
Frem the very enset of American histery:

.+ .the pest revelutienary man...was
pessesged with the idea of freedem frem
any man's autecracy and haunted by the
fear that the nestalgia fer seme heme-
land and the surrender te seme king ceuld
ever make him give in te pelitical
slavery,53

The lure of nestalgla 1s streng. Especlially in times
of crisis, a return te a mere autheritarian way ef life
becemes an eptien. The current Jesus Freak and Jewish nee-
Orthedex mevements are Just such respenses. They are a way

of ending the anxiety caused by censtant crisis threugh




surrender te an external autherity and threugh a regressien
te an earlier stage of develepment,

A certain ameunt eof nestalgia and regressien is
censtantly with us, in musie, in felk steries, in myths,
rituals, and prnyerl.sb Te pretect against all nestalgia
is tee difficult te be functienal, se seme eutlet remains.
The Ameriean 1s trained in a way that tends:

«..te make a child slightly nestalgic
and yet faithful, autenemeus and yet
reliable, 1ng§viduallst1e and yet
predietable.

The family is ef ceurse the seat of such training. On
the early American frentier the preblem of regressien was
particularly acute. Life was se harsh and se painful that
mere than & minimal ameunt ef regressien weuld gquickly
beceme a negative survival characteristie. This pesed
particular preblems fer wemen, fer they were largely in
charge of the seclalizatien ef the yeung. In many lecales
there were ne scheels se that it was the mether whe cenveyed
whatever fermal educatien the ehild was te have, As such,
it was gshe whe was the trangmitter of values and ideelegy.

Largely threugh what Eriksen calls "an instinetive
pewer of adaptatien” the frentier mether perceived the
changing and harsh circumstances in which her c¢hildren were
te grew up, and tried te “"aveid weakening petential
frentiersmen by pretective nnternnliql.'ss

Ags histerical circumstances changed, such attitudes en
the part of the mether began te be perceived negatively,

Mether was seen as celd, rejecting. Again, by an almest



instinctive precess of adaptatien, American wemen
respended te mere settled areas by beceming mere child-
centered, warmer, and less fearful ef the mere pretective
foerms of maternalism,

If the mether's activity was largely directed teward
heme and family, father's was directed teward the werld
eutside, He was bugy creating a life fer himgelf and his
leved enes. Mestly alene, and threugh his ewn efferts,
the father labered, se that he came te feel that he was
respensible fer all that his family had.

Beth the male and the female spent much ef their adult
lives acting in ways that they did net learn as children.

As change intensified, this came te be a cemmen American
experience: childheed did net teach yeu the skills needed
as an adult. In terms ef werk, the male, accerding te
Eriksen, beocemes the "self-made man”™ and the female becemes
the "self-made persenality.”57

Time and circumstance reinferced this, and the attribute
of being self-made in terms of werk and persenality came te
be a majer identity cempenent fer Americans ef beth sexes.
The self-made persen 1s in a relatively advantageeus
pesitien with respect te adapting te crises of ideelegy. We
came te feel that we were persenally respensible fer whatever
ideeolegy we believed in, If ideelegy faltered, we had a
mechanism fer cerrecting it.

With increased secietal cemplexity the interplay
between gelf and culture becemes mere cemplex as well, A

deeper analysis ef American identity requires that we separate
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the twe, if enly fer purpeses of understanding. Fer:

«s.We deal with a precess "lecated”

in the cere of the individual and yet
se in the cere o 8 cemmunal

structure, a precess which establishes,

in Tact, thgsidentity of these twe

identities.

If this seunds cenfusing te us, it was equally se te

Eriksen himself, In his werk en identity he feund that:
The mere ene writes absut this subject,
the mere the werd becemes a term fer
semething as unfathemable as it is all-
pervasive, One can enly explere it by
establishing its ggdispensnbility in
varieus centexts.

Eriksen attempted te separate the twe. The identity
that is lecated in the cere of the cemmunal structure he
called "greup identity"” and viewed it as "a greup's basic
way ef erganizing experienca.'6° The visible part ef greup
identity, and hence a synenym fer 1t, is ideelegy.

The identity that is lecated in the cere eof the
individual is termed "ege identity"” and is a sense of self
esteen which:

.. .gradually grews inte a cenvictien
that the ege is capable of integrating
effective steps teward a tangible
cellective future, that it is develeping
inte a well-erganized ege within a
secial reality.6l

The interplay between the twe identities may be seen
in a statement made by Charles Reich, whe uses the term
"censcieusness" te encempass the tetality:

Censclieusness, as we are using the
term, is...a tetal cenfiguratien in any
given individual, which makes up his

whele perceggion of reality, his whele
world view,
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Eriksen tee recegnizes that the existence and
functiening ef the ege identity is dependent en its inter-
change with the external werld:

The gense of ege identity, then, ig the
accrued cenfidence that the inner same-
ness and eentinuity prepared in the past
are matched by the sameness ang eentinuity
of ene's meaning fer ethers...03

There are, then, deep-seated feelings ef self-esteem
and centinuity that require suppert frem the external
envirenment fer thelr preper expressien., The ege-identity
needs suppert frem the greup identity. Te say the same
thing in slightly different terms, the ege needs ideslegical
support.6b

When such suppert is available, the tetality ef the
identity structure may be said te be in balance, er in a
state of dynamic tensien. The result ef this is the freeing
of a fleed of creative energy. Just such a situatien can be
ebserved with the kibbutz mevement in Israel. Eriksen
mentiens it as:

+.+.0ne exanple of a medern ideeslegical
actuality which en the basis ef what
leeked like utepian ideals freed unknewn
energies in yeuths whe censidered them-
selves as of ene "peeple” and created g
greup ideal eof pervading significance.®5

Judaism is an ideelegy, as are ether religiens, and
hence religiens have a pewer te reach deeply inte the cere
of the individual. Even fer Freud, being a Jew previded a
"deep cemmunality knewn enly te these whe shared in it, and
enly expressible in werds mere mythical than cenceptual, 66

Ideelegies, hewever, are mere of ten than net relative



te each ether. Fer Freéud, the assumptien ef a Jewish
identity served te emancipate him frem a wider, nen-Jewish
ene., In general, assumptien ef ene streng identity means
remeval frem ether identity pessibilities.5?

This peints in the directien of several negative
aspects of identity fermatien. There is always the danger
of prejudice and persecutien sheuld this mechanism ef
delineating greups frem each ether preceed tee far, This
danger is still with us because histerically, identity
alse perfermed the functien ef affirming fer ene greup its
superierity ever ethers:

Man as & species has survived by
being divided inte what I have called
g;fg%g:gﬁgg%ﬁg. First each hexrde eor

» en alse every religleus
asseciatien has beceme the human
species, censidering all the ethers a
freakish and gratuiteus inventien ef
seme irrelevant deity. Te reinferce
the illusien ef being chesen, every
tribe recegnizez a creatien of its
own, & mythelegy and later a histery:
thus was leyalty te a particular
ecelegy and merality secured. One
never quite knew hew all the ether
tribes came te be, but since they did
exist, they were at least useful as a
screen of prejectien fer the negative
identities which were the necessary,
if mest uncemfertable, ceunterpart eof
the pesitive enes. This prejectien,
in cenjunctien with their territeriality,
gave men reasen te slaughter ene anether

in uagoren gleriam, If, then, identity
can sald e a "geed thing” in

human evelutien - because geed things are
these which seem te have been necessary
fer what, indeed, has survived - we sheuld
net ever lesk the fact that this system

of mertal divisiens has been vastly ever-
burdened with the functien ef reaffirming
fer each pseudo-ggecies its superierity
ever all ethers.,
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The claiming ef superierity ever all ethers, and the
use of ethers as a prejectien screen fer the negative
aspects of ene's ewn identity is, ef ceurse, aggravated by
crisls situatiens. It is at this peint that passive
prejudice may beceme active harassment and persecutien.

Times of crisis eften call fer unusually severe and
rigid respenses. When ene's identity is felt te be under
attack, extreme measures are used te defend it. Peeple
seem te have a desire te have any identity at all, even a
difficult er negative ene, rather than remain er beceme
“undefined.” The extreme respense Eriksen calls "tetalism."

It is a:

«+.Gestalt in which an abselute beundary
is emphagized: given a certain arbitrary
delineatien, nething that belengs inside
must be left eutside, nething that must
be eutside can be telerated inside, A
tetality is as absolugaly inclusive as it
is utterly exclusive, 9

The eppesite of tetalism is "wheleness" which:
++.emphasizes a seund, erganic, pregressive
mutuality between diversified functiens and
parts within an entirety, Bhe beundaries ef
which are epen and fluid.?

Wheleness is the state of successful identity functien.
Tetalism 1s a defensive pesture, taken when the persen feels
his i1dentity te be under attack. It is an attempt te mark
off and defend certain specified areas., It is basically a
desparate act, designed te fend eff severe identity

disselutien. When a sense of wheleness is lest, tetalism

is eften the respense.

Tetalism is alse the backgreund ef the "backlash” that
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1s se feared 4n eur ewn age, It is related te prejudice in
that the rigid beundary that must be maintained usually
requires minute and arbitrary distinctiens. But mest
dangersus ef all, tetalism in the individual ege 1s direetly
related te tetalitarianism en the level of greup ideelegy.
We weuld expect that tetalism, an emergency respense,
weuld end ence the emergency is ever, Yet if the persen
perceives a censtant state eof emergency, er perceives ne
meaningful way eut ef the behavier he is currently lecked
inte, the temperary situatien becemes mere eor less permanent.
This has happened in the near histerical past. It alse
happens te each individual at an impertant peint in his
develepment: during the identity crisis ef adelescence.’l
It i8 in adelescence that ideelegy becemes essential
fer the develepment of the ege, It serves te simplify and
erganize experience in such a way that the maturing
individual may mere easily see where there may be a place
fer him and his unique capacities:
... Witheut an ideelegical simplificatien
of the universe the adelescent ege cannet
erganize experience accerding te its
specifie capacities and its expanding
invelvement, 72
Ameng the functiens that ideelegy perferms fer the
adelescent ege are included its ability te effer:
(1) a simplified perspective of the future
whieh encempasses all fereseeable time
and thus ceunteracts individual "time
cenfusien;
(2) seme strengly felt cerrespendence
between the inner werld eof ideals and
evils and the gecial werld with its geals

and dangers;
(3) an eppertunity fer exhibiting seme




unifermity ef appearance and behavier
counteracting individual identity-
censcisusness;

(4) inducement te a cellective experi-
mentatien with reles and techniques
whieh help everceme a sense of inhibitien
and persenal guilt;

(5) intreductien inte the ethes ef the
prevalling technelegy and thus inte
sanctiened and regulated cempetitien;

(6) a geegraphic-histerical werld image
as a framewerk for the yeung individual's
budding identity;

(7) a ratienale for a sexual way eof life
cenpatible with a cenvineing system eof
prineiples; and

(8) submissien te leaders whe as super-
human figures er "big brethers™ are abeve
the ambivalence of the parent-child
relatien.?3

The cemplexity of this situatien is in a sense
alded by the gecie-ecenemic structure of American seciety.
The yeung imndividual is required te remain uncemmitted,
tentative, fer secial, ecenemiec, and psychelegical reasens.
Eriksen's term fer this peried ef time is "meraterium, "74
It is a peried eof trial and errer that takes place befere
the stakes have getten tee high, and befere final chelces
must be made, It is likewise the peried in which the
regults of all the testing are te be integrated.

At this stage, recegnitien and affirmatien frem
signifieant ethers is egsential te the maturing individual.
The persen needs te gee that ethers as well perceive him as
grewing up and as ceming te jein their ranks.”’5 It is this
recegnitien that alleviates much of the pain ef being in
severe identity-flux.

This recegnitien has great pewer fer geed eor ill. The
need fer it is se pervasive that the adelescent will eften
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"wear” the label that is given him, and further ecenfirm its
validity by his subsequent actiens. Hepe fer the eventual
successful identity fermatien ef many yeung peeple lies in
the refusal te label him delingquent, drug addiet, hemesexual,
pnychotie.76

This precess of handing eut labels eften helps create
a true delinquent, where befere there was enly a defiant
yeuth, trying a negative identity eut ef degperatien beseause
ne pesitive ene geemed epen te him:

Sueh vindictive cheices of a negative
identity represent, ef ceurse, a des-
perate attempt at regaining seme mastery
in a situatien in which the pesitive
identity elements cancel each ether eut.77

Adelescence is ene stage in the develepmental cycle
of each individual. Eriksen views it as the fifth stage in
the "epigenetic” cycle. It is durlng this stage that the
majer business of the develeping persen is te deal with the
pelarity ef identity vs. rele eonrulion.73 At this stage eof
1ife, the tetalism-wheleness issue ig mest likely te be
expressed in terms of i1deeslegy.

The real reet of tetalism and wheleness, and ef religien,
lies in the very first stage eof human develepment: basie
trust vs. basiec mistrust. It is religien, ef all human
ingtitutiens, that iz primarily cencerned with this first
and mest basic cenfliect:

There can be ne questien but that it is
erganized religien which systematizes and
secializes the first and deepest cenfliet
in 1ife: it cembines the dim images ef
each individual's first previders inte

cellective images of primeval superhuman
pretecters; it makes cemprehensible the



vague discemfert ef basie migtrust by
giving it a metaphysical reality in the
ferm of defined Evil; and 1t effers te
man by way ef rituals a periedic coll-
ective restitutien ef trust whieh in
mature adults ripens te a cembinatien
of faith and realism,79

The reet of beth religien and identity iz that early
enceunter of "mutual trustwerthiness and recegnitien”
between mether and infant that predueces a sense of hallewed
presence the need fer which remains basic in man,"80

It 1s this sense of hallewed presence and basic trust
that grews inte what human beings call faith, As with ether
deep feelings withimn ug, faith tee needs te find geme means
of institutienalized expressien. It is prayer and ritual
that aceemplish this:

In prayer man assures a superhuman
pewer that, in spite of everything, he
has remained trustwerthy, and asks fer
a sign that he new may alse centinue te
trust his deity...Higher ferms eof
religien and ritual clearly address
themselves te the nestalgic remnant in
each individual ef his expulsien frem
the paradise of wheleness which ence
gave liberal previsien, but whieh,
alas, was lest, leaving ferever an
undefinable sense of evil divigien,
petential malevelence, and deep
nestalgia. Religien resteres, at
regular intervals and threugh rituals,
significantly cennected with the
impertant crises ef the 1life cycle and
the turning peints ef the yearly cycle,
a new gsense of wheleness, of things
rebeund, 51

The reselutien eof a life crigis invelves the balancing
of pelarities in dynamic tensien. This preduces free energy
and attendant feelings ef well-being. The centinuatien ef

religien as an adult enterprise is ene indicatien that this
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precess 1s never cemplete, but is a life-leng ene, in
whieh periedic re-affirmatiens and re-reselutiens are
necessary. As religien centinues te funetien:

...cach generatien brings te these
ingtitutiens the remnants ef infantile
needs and yeuthful ferver and receives
frem theam - as leng as they, indeed,
manage te maintain their ingtitutienal
vitality - a specific reinfercement of
childlike vitality.82

The ability ef religien te previde individuals and

greups with a new sense of wheleness at periedic intervals

is a majer aspect of the centinued existence of hepe:

When religien leses its actual pewer
of presence, it weuld seem, an age must
find ether ferms eof jeint reverence fer
life which derive vitality frem a shared
werld image, Fer enly a reasenably
ceherent werld prevides the faith which
is transmitted by the methers te the
infants in & way cenducive te the vital
strength ef hepe, that is, the enduring
predigpesitien believe in the attain-
abllity ef primal wishes in spite eof th
anarchic urges and rages of dependency. 3

In eur age religien seems te have lest beth its
institutienal vitality and its pewer eof presence, The
shared werld image that ence sustained us is epen te
quegstien and disbelief en many frents.

This is particularly acute in Referm Judaism, fer twe

reasens, First, Referm Jews are particularly invelved

the mere liberal and future-eriented segments ef eur seciety -

with

these secters where traditienal wisdem is mest under attaeck,

Secend, Referm Judaism 1s feunded en the premise that
traditienal Jewish werld image is man's ewn ereatien,

therefere net binding (er cempelling) fer any ef us.

the
and

Alvin



Reines fecuses en this issue in terms ef religieus

sutherity. He asgerts that in Western religiens at least,
religleus autherity functiened accerding te the fellewing
schema:

1., There is a Ged whe has created the
universe;

2, By the very act of ereatien, He has
autherity ever everything He has
created;

3. Ged therefere has autherity ever
mankind;

L4, Exereising His autherity, Ged has
1sgued commandments that mankind is
te ebey;

5. Ged has made knewn te X ecclesiastical
bedy, threugh revelatien er traditien
or beth, what these cemmandments are;

6. Ged has alse, threugh revelatien eor
traditien, delegated elements of His
autherity ever mankind te X
ecclesiastieal bedy;

7. Therefere, inasmuech as X ecclesiastical
bedy acts in the name of Ged, mankind is
enjeined te surrender certain psrtiens
of self-autherity te it and te .BR’ the
conmandments that issue frem it.

Reines argues that the existence or nature of Ged is
net the issue. The reet of the matter is: are the
revelatiens really Ged's werd, te be ebeyed en that
autherity? Referm Judaism, says Reines, simply dees net
subseribe te the system of revelatien en which this system
of religieus autherity is based.85

Altheugh this particular philesephic schema is net
widely knewn, its effects are nenetheless pervasively felt.
When scientific methed and religieus revelatien clash, it
1z te the fermer that the autherity ef truth is imputed.
Many peeple have ceme te see that the beeks eof revelatien

were written by men, as mertal and as fallible as we,



Equally large numbers have learned of the werk of Freud and
ether medern psychelegists, and have ceme te believe that
man ereated Ged, rather than the ether way areund. This
belief that Ged 1s man's prejestien of what eriginates deep
within himself further eredes the pessibility ef streng
belief in the traditienal religieus werld-view. Further, it
puts mankind in the aweseme and frightening pesitien ef
having te create fer himself whatever meaning is te exist
in his 1life:

+s+1t 18 part eof teday's censelidatien

that man re-internalizes the eternal

Identity whem he had prejected en the

(new, in principle, cenquerable)

heavens, and tries te remake himself

in the blg rint ef a manufactured

identity.

This effert iz net enly difficult, but carries within
it many dangers, frem "backlash" te tetalitarianism. At
the same time, it cannet be aveilded, fer there is ne geing
back te simpler times. There are, of ceurse, seme whe will
try. At the mement, there are greups ef peeple actively
seeking autheritarian religieus structures rather than face
the pain ef freedenm.

Fer many ethers as well the werld dees net seem ceherent.
There is ne feeling that primal wishes may be attained, but
rather that a censpiracy is afeet te thwart their satisfactien.

There 1s much pain te be faced. Large greups ef peeple
whe were ence specialists, members of the elite, are new
universalists, members ef the masses. Even larger numbers
of peeple can ne lenger identify with the cenventienal

wisdem, as the pace of change renders much ef their ewn
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activity disturbing and incemprehemsible. In such a
climate varieus aspects of negative identity are apt te
reappear, fer that which "was banighed beyend the periphery
is apt te reappear in the eenter."87 Many of the "anarchie
urges and rages eof dependency” are already reappearing in
eur inter-generatienal turmeil., Gene is the wheleness, the
sense of cemmunity. With their leaving, many ef the
pelarities that they held in dynamic balance are cellapsing
inte cenfusien. The pelarities themselves are beceming
mutually exclusive ferces at war within the individual and
the seclety. A state of emergency exists in which a
defensive pesture is eften taken, Tetalism cemes te the
fere, particularly when sensitive areas are prebed.

American Referm Jewry, and prebably all ether religieus

deneminatiens as well, is geing threugh a peried ef identity
erisis. Judaism ne lenger dees fer us what it ence did.
Its necessary functien ef releasing vital energy at periedic
intervals is greatly impaired, At this crucial mement, what
is eur respense geing te be? Will we meve in the directien
of greater wheleness, er greater tetalism?

Perhaps en seme cemmune at this very mement a greup ef
secend-generatien flewer children are werking en a sense of
reverence fer life that can be shared by large numbers eof
peeple, Perhaps in seme university study a schelar is
woerking eut an ideelegical fermulatien ef present-day
America in which we can all participate. Are we geing te
walt and see, walt until they are finighed? Or are we geing

te get te werk en eur ewn identities? The nature ef eur




respense is erueial,

E. American Jewigh Identity

Aceerding te eur definitien ef “erisis” as a necessary
turning peint, there iz indeed a eurrent erisis in Jewigh
identity. The last time changes ef suech sweeping
magnitude were required by the eellapse of the prevailing
system was abeut twe theusand years age, during the time eof
turmeil that spawned beth Pharisale Judaism and the
beginnings ef Chrisgtianity.

As is the case with the general American identity
erisis, the range of epiniens is exceedingly wide, frem
bright eptimism te dark despair. An individual's respense
te the present alse depends in large measure en where he
feels himgelf te be en the speetrum ef recent Jewish
experience in Ameriea, It 1s enly by gaining seme under-
standing ef a precess that has inecluded several generatiens
and appreximately the last ninety years that we can ceme te
understand the varying respenses eof the peeple eaught up in it.

The enset of this preeess was the mass immigratien ef
Eastern Eurepean Jews te Amerieca in the 1880's, The
transitien ef these peeple frem shtetl te Ameriean urban
life i3 a prime example of the transitien frem autheritarian
te demecratic family structure.88 The erisis that invali-
dated previeus parental autherity was the immigratien itself,
Fer many Jews alive teday, this entire peried is an aectual

memery.



In a previeus sectien we decumented the secie-
eceneniec success of these immigrant settlers and their
children., Here we want te take a leek at the grewth and
develepment of their identities, te shew hew identity
cenpenents ef the Eurepean experience prepared the Jews
fer successful entry inte American seciety.

Eldridge Cleaver's Seul en Ice prebably did mere than
any ether werk te bring heme te large greups ef peeple the
emasculatien of the male rele in a persecuted minerity
greup., As with the Blaeks in America, se with the Jews eof
the Shtetl. The Jew was prehibited frem ewning land, and
excluded fren mest of the avallable eccupatiens ef the day.
It became the wemen whe were the real breadwinners, and 1t
was they whe had eentact with the market place, The male
rele was inverted, se that a negative situatien became a
pesitive ene. The Jews made it a pesitive male attribute
net te werk, and decreed that learning was a far mere
impertant eccupatien than any ether. The highest status
of all in the ghette, male or female, was cenferred en the
man whe deveted his entire life te a study ef the hely
beeks. 89

This emphasis en learning served the immigrant Jews
well. By lucky accident, they happened te arrive in
America at a time when the ecenemic sphere had jJust begun
te realize that increased prefits required mere and mere
educatien. The sheek of immigratien tended te invalidate
much ef the emphasis en learning traditienal religieus
naterial, Yet, at the censcieus, ideelegical level, the



high esteea in which educatien itself waz held remained.
In a sense, learning "became diluted with praetiecality, "90
The Jews viewed the system of free, cempulsary educatien
as a Ged-gend, and became educated with a vengeanee, The
American Jew, threugh eduecatien, waz quieckly en his way
teward the frenmtier,

The issue of vengeance ig an impertant ene fer the
understanding ef Ameriean Jewish identity. In a very real
sense, "making it" became a kind ef revenge, and a kind eof
Just reward fer the centuries of persgecutien. The high
value placed en educatien explains just the censcieus level
of American Jewisgh identity, the very tip ef the iceberg.
Fer the rest, we must ge inte precesses that are largely
unecenseieus, theugh nenetheless eperative,

The great explerer of the uneensecieus, Sigmund Freud,
recegnized at least a sense of ene-upmanship in his ewn
Jewigh identity. Speaking befere the B'nai B'rith in
Vienna in 1926, he asserted that:

Because I was a Jew I feund nyself free
frem many prejudices whiech restricted
ethers in the use of their intelleect;
and as a Jew I was prepared te jein the
eppesitien, and te de withsut agreement
with the "cempact majerity”.91

This type of statement indieates that is is semehew a
privilege te beleng te an eppressed greup, and that such
belenging carries with it hidden rewards and ultimate
victery ever the eppressers. Max Weber recegnized this as
the typical stance eof a "pariah peeple” of whieh Jews are

the prime example, He defined pariah peeple as:
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.s.@ digtinetive hereditary secial
greup lacking autenemeus pelitical
erganizatien and characterized by
prehibitiens against cemmensality
and intermarriage eriginally feunded
upen magical, tabselstic, and ritual
injunctiens. Twe additienal traits
of & pariah peeple are pelitical and
secial disprivilege and a far-
reaching distinetiveness in ecenenic
funetiening.92

Weber elearly identifies the inversien ef persecutien
inte the premise of ultimate victery with an uncenscieus
desire feor vengeance, Hig technical term fer the precess
is resentment, er, ressentiment:

The facter of resentment (ressent-
iment) thus achieved impertance in the
Jewish ethical salvatien religien...
Resentment is a cencemitant ef that
particular religieus ethiec of the dis-
privileged which,..teaches that unequal
distributisn ef mundane geeds 1s caused
by the sinfulness and the 1llegality ef
the privileged, and that seener eor later
Ged's wrath will evertake them. In this
theedicy ef the disprivileged, the
meralistic quest serves as a device feor
cempensating a censcieus er uncensclieus
degire fer vengeance, ...0nce a cen-
ceptien of cempensatien has arisen,
suffering may take en the quality ef
the religieusly meriterieus, in view of
the belief that it brings in its wake
great hepes eof future cempensatien,93

The revenge of the Jewish immigrants, then, teek the
ferm of rapid ecenemic success in Amerieca. This success
teek an unusual ferm, hewever, Immigrant males entered the
preletariat. This was te be expected. Yet, centrary te
mest expectatiens, mest Jewish families remained in the
preletariat fer enly ene generatien! It seemed that fathers
had ene geal in mind: te previde their children with the
eppertunity, largely threugh educatien, ef entering directly



inte the middle class. Fer the mest part they were suceess-

ful, and this was accemplished in the span ef ene generatien.

Several things were at werk te preduce this anemaly,
At the very deepest level, there was a streng identificatien
with the eppresser en the part of the eppressed, se that
the immigrant Jews aspired (fer their children, if net
fer themselves) te rise te the very tep. These peeple
were net interested in partial revenge. They insisted en
nething less than tetal rele reversal, and fer the mest
part, they get it.

The Eurepean experience centributed te this. The
prehibitiens against ewning land served te cencentrate the
Jews in tewns and cities and te give them an urban rather
than a rural erientatien. They arrived in America, there-
fere, with few of the usual peasant values ef the wvast
majerity ef thelir nen-Jewish oountrylen.9“

This lack ef semmittment te peasant values, tegether
with the desire fer revenge and the identificatien with the
eppresser, enabled a leap-freg effect te eperate, Fer the
peasant immigrant, the mext step, and eften the enly
cencelvable step, was entry inte the class ef blue-ecellar
werkers, Fer the Jew, already urbanized, this was at best
a temperary (and the mere temperary the better!) way-
statien in the quest fer semething better, The sights
were set en the middle and upper middle class. Only there
could mest Jews feel they had truly "arrived.”

Revenge, then, is the first majer cempenent ef medern
American Jewish identity. Arrival is the secend. Semewhere



in the net tee distant future was a haven, a gelden age of
ecenemic success and cultural respect, a realm of salvatien
that was enly the Jew's just cempensatien fer se many

years of suffering. It is paradexical but true that beth
revenge and arrival remained successful metivating aspects
of American Jewish identity enly as leng as they were
relatively incemplete.

Fer quite seme time thig remained the case. Jewish
ghettees had by this time (areund the enset of Werld War I)
beceme, in many ecities, Jewish cemmunities. Translating
the twe majer cempenents ef Jewish identity inte mere
traditienal religieus terms, vengeance may be termed
"redemptien” and arrival may be termed "salvatien.” The
atmesphere of these Jewlsh cemmunities was as permeated by
beth ef these as it was by the smell of chicken seup. Fer
here was an envirerment that was everwhelmingly Jewish.

The Jews lived tegether, werked tegether, scheeled tegether,
and prayed tegether, Every aspect ef the life experience
was Jewish,95

Since, hewever, beth salvatien and redemptien teek se
many eof their cues frem the nen-Jewigh American elite, a
certain tensien was maintained, Sklare views this ag a
"retentivist” erientatien: a desire te maintain a viable
ethnic identity. There was thus the cenflict of remaining
separate frem the general culture at the same time that ene
was pursuing greater (ecenemic) integratien within 1¢,96

The first Werld War raised anether majer issue fer

American Jewish identity: defense. This included net enly




the activities of such erganizatiens as the Jelnt
Distributien Cemmittee, but the entire Zienist mevement as
well. Defense teek en the twe-feld aspect of previding
for Jews suffering frem the effects of the war, and leeking
teward a permanent Jewish haven in Israel. The majer
quality ef all such activity was, ef ceurse, that ef a
respense te an emergency situatien,

The Depressien previded further impetus te emergency
respense. Altheugh mest Jews recevered, a nete eof anxiety
had been added te the high hepes ef salvatien in Amerieca,
Just as the war had made clear the vulnerabllity and inter-
cennectedness of werld-wide Jewry. The entire generatien
of American Jews whe experienced the Depressien as part ef
their childheed experience learned that it was necessary te
defend eneself against ecenemic disaster, fer what had
happened ence ceuld happen again.

If anything, the defense pesture served as reinferce-
ment fer the striving fer ecensmic sucecess. At the time,
the mest legical expressien ef that striving was in
educatien, The ultimate aim was te graduate with a cellege
degree, and even mere se, wWith a degree frem a prefessienal
scheel.

This generatien ef educated yeung American Jews was
Just abeut te begin reaping the rewards ef their labers when
again disaster struck: Werld War II,

The helecaust and its aftermath had far-reaching effects
en American Jewish identity. The haunting ghest ef twe

theusand years eof persecutien was ralsed agaln, as were
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attendant feelings ef helplessness, shame, rage, and guilt,
These feelings were se streng that they were net, in fact,
dealt with immediately. They were sublimated, channeled,
as American Jews busied themselves with meurning the dead,
picking up the pleces, aiding the survivers, and feunding
the State of Israel,

Jewish eptimism was serely shaken, and the immediate
war that fellewed the feunding ef Israel did net help,
Indeed, the state of emergency never seemed te end, There
was, in this fermulatien, little reem feor redemptien, Te
even think ef revenge was te ralse issues and feelings ef
such depth and magnitude that handling them became extremely
difficult,

The helecaust alse served te sever the salvatien aspect
frem all but its ecenemic reets. Altheugh the pest-war
peried saw an increase in the feunding ef new cengregatiens,
the elder eptimistic striving fer salvatien Qnd received a
blew frem which it weuld net recever, The new cengregatiens
were required by migratien patterms as much as by anything
else, as yeung Jews meved te the suburbs te raise their
families.

Religien, the traditienal greund ef Jewish salvatien
systems, had taken en aspects of defense, Being a member
of a minerity greup that at the same time has acquired beth
high secial and geegraphic mebllity creates special identity
preblens, Changes in neighberheed and secial class means
changes in suppert systems as well. This 1s likely te take
place in fact befere it is actually perceived. The first



realizatien that a radical identity shift has indeed taken
place is apt te be a painful ene, 97

Religlien was pressed inte service te help alleviate
this pain ef shifting identities, As the preblem becane
mere and mere cemplex, ritual and ceremeny were mere and
mere used te cenfirm the status ef peeple as members of
the Jewish cemmunity. Since identity transmissien was a
particularly difficult issue, this precess is mest in
evidence with the Bar and Bat Mitzvah ceremenies.98

Aleng with these identity preblems, theugh, the
ecenemic success of American Jews was, if anything,
inereased. Jews reaped the benefits ef pest war beenms,
expanded gevernmental empleyment, and the increased use of
educatienal qualificatiens in industry.

The Jewish family remained exceedingly child-cemtered,
creating a warm clese envirenment that held eut the hepe of
an eventual return te a simllar Garden ef Eden at seme peint
in the future, The preductien ef such aspiratien remained
in effect even theugh its eventual realizatien had been se
serely shaken, The yeung remained highly metivated. Altheugh
many tended te view this family atmesphere as essentially
preductive of neuresis, I believe Sklare is cerrect when he

Bayst

+.ssthe Jewish fanily censtellatien has
net created secial preblems in the
general seciety., In faset it has dene just
the eppesite: the Jewish family seems te
have selved preblems rather than caused
them, And the feremest preblem that it
has selved 1s that ef lotlvnting the yeung
teward achievement.99



Yet when these metivated yeungsters began te grew,
in which directien were they te lesk feor affirmatien ef
their Jewish identity? There was the largely defensive
American Judaism ef all deneminatiens. There was the
largely defensive activity ef the natienal Jewish ergani-
zatiens such as the Anti Defamatien League, And there was
the generative, but alse largely defensive Jewish
natienalism,

Te this essential emptiness ef American Jewish identity
in the 50's and 60's was added the sweeping idselegical
re-fermulatiens that the war had pestpened. America's
yoeung Jews resumed the precess of questiening, with a
vengeance, They had been premised salvatien in their
earliest years, yet the werld seemed te meck them. They
heard nestalgic tales of the "lewer east side" yet all
areund them there were ne such enclaves eof warmth and
cemnunity,

Te make matters werse, the parents ef these yeungsters
were having difficulty dealing with their ewn shaken Jewish
identities new that they had meved away frem the neighberheed
envirenments en which they were based, In spite ef inereased
cultural telerance, these parents were having a harder and

harder time transmitting a sense ef Jewigh identity te their

children.190 This impertant task was turned ever te the

religieus scheel, which had ne easier time of 1¢.101

One reasen fer this difficulty was that the scheels
were attempting te cenvey a system which was actually at

edds with what the children saw their parents deing. The
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adults had develeped a "new persenalisa” in which each
persen was te pick and cheese these elements of culture,
heritage, and current theught that weuld make up his Jewish
identity.102 perhaps because the parents were net really
eenfeortable with this system, it was net taught te the
children. Instead, they were taught varieus systems eof
Jewish ldentity which simply were net te be feund in the
werld areund them, :

Fer the truth ef the matter was that parents and
children had started te ceme up against the massive break-
dewn ef previeus systems of Jewish identity. The current
breakdewn is prebably unprecedented ever the last twe
theusand years. One has te ge back te the time of the
birth ef Christianity and the birth ef Pharisale Judaism te
find identity refermatien ef such sweeping magnitude,

Many yeung Jews alive teday had little or ne ecentact
with a viable Jewish identity in their ewn lives. This
is a new and unusual situatien: large numbers of Jews are
unaffiliated. The majer cempenent ef beceming unaffiliated
in such a way as te indiecate that being a Jew simply deesn't
matter is prebably the degree of cennectien with either a
werking Jewish identity, er the struggle fer ene,

Thus we arrive at the present, with Jews in America
beginning te feel the effert and the pain required fer a
majer new identity fermulatien as the eld ene has beceme
largely unwerkable, The tensiens have already helped create
large numbers of marginal er cempletely unaffiliated Jews,
We de net have much data en them, and there is hepe in that
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ignerance, We may find eut that these peeple are net lest,
but merely sitting it eut fer a while, until a mere viable
Jewish identity cemes inte view. I hepe that this is the

case,

F. The Jewish Identity Crisis

Accerding te eur definitien ef "crisis"™ as a necessary
turning peint, there can be ne deubt that there is currently
a crisis in American Jewish identity. As we have peinted
eut, the changes develeping are eof great magnitude,

Twe recent studies, the Fein repert and the Lenn repert,
have given us data en hew the Referm Jewish eemmunity is
respending te this identity crisis. The strengest single
issue given by Fein 1s that eur temples have failed te
previde a sense of cemmunity.l03 Cemmunity is speken of in
the repert as semething fer which there is a "pewerful,
perhaps even desperate lenging”™ the lack ef which 1s apt te
preduce a "vague theugh eften pervasive malaise.” The
remedy eof this lack weuld previde peeple with "warmth" and
"intimacy,"” an end te "segmented and superficial relatien-
ships,” and "shared emetien and a sense ef support."lou

The same researchers say that cemmunity cannet be
created by cemmittee, ner legislated inte existence, but is
semething that must arise erganically.l05 The repert even
indicates that cemmunity 1s net necessarily a matter of
clese friendships. Sixty per eent ef the respendents de net

have many elese friends at the temple te which they beleng,
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and de net pereceive this as in any way negative, There was
ne cerrelatien between dissatisfactien with the temple and
lack eof friends there. In fact, ne matter what size the
temple was, the majerity ef respendents frem temples of all
slzes felt that their temple esught te be larger than its
present size, 106

We weuld hepe that the temple weuld be a place where a
sense of cemmunity had develeped, yet this dees net seem te
be the ease. Sixty-three per eent ef the peeple Fein
interviewed beleng te a temple and te ne ether Jewisgh
erganizatien, yet the temple is net, fer them, an ebject eof
impertant emetienal investment.l0?7

The nermal respense te temple activity is an apathetie
acceptance of things as they are. Te jein dees net
necessarily imply any real degree of participatien, The
Primary eriterien fer cheesing a temple seems te be the
quality ef the rabbi, fellewed by the belief in its (Referm)
ideelegy, fellewed by the quality ef the religisus sehesl, 108

The Lenn repert alse feund much diseentent, It was the
peeple whe perceived themselves as ameng the least religieus
whe were the mest critical ef the rabbi's rele in the
religieus scheel and eof his leadership ef yeuth greup
activities. 109

With seme degree of justifiecatien, we understand "least
religieus” here te mean these whese Jewigh identity i1s least
viable, It weuld seem, then, that seme of the pain ef being
in a state of identity cenfusien is vented in the ferm eof
critiecism of the rabbl and eof his activities, partiecularly



these that deal with the yeung and henece teueh the sere
spet eof identity transmissien. There is apt te be a great
deal of this, fer a vast majerity ef cengregants de net
eensider themselves ruligloun.llo
The mest active lay leadership ef eur temples are apt
te take a wider view, and their eritieism invelves blaming
the rabbl fer "what is wreng with Referm Judaism."1ll The
rabbis, fer their part, repert a lack of cemmittment and
large-scale jeob dissatisfactiens, Hewever, enly twenty
per cent of the rabbis perceive "a erisis in the Referm
rabbinate”™ in their ewn cengregatiens., When the werding ef
the questien 1s changed te "a erizis in mest Referm cengre-
gatiens™ sixty-six per cent of the rabbis are able te
pereceive it, 112
The Fein repert serves as a summary ef this material in
1ts eenclusien that there iz a erisis in ideelegy whereby
“Jewishness” iz net adequately expressed in temple life,113
Frem previeus sectiens, we understand that ideeslegy 1is
synenymeus with greup identity. We have alse seen that
greup identity 1s the censeieus, largely ratienal eempenent
of precesses that begin deep within eaech individual,
Fein and his asseciates view things semewhat differ-
ently:
We are net at all ecenvinced that there is
& serieus erisis in Jewish identity, at
least ameng the peeple we enceuntered;
there 15 a very elear erisis in Jewish
ideelegy.
What we find is that peeple with very

petent Jewlish instinets feel that they
have ne way ef supperting these instimets



intelleetually. Indeed, te the degree
te whieh peeple have relatively eeherent
ideelegical tendencles, these tendencies
eften appear te centradict their Jewish
instinets., This 13 a seurce of sub-
stantial persenal distress, all the mere
se as 1t iz extremely difficult te
trangmit instinets te the yeung when the
Justificatien fexr these instinets has
been lest, er is unecertain,

Perhaps an example will help te cut threugh the
differences in the use of terminelegy. I believe that Fein
is talking abesut such things as trying te cenvey te a child
a sense of being a member of the Jewish peeple, te take ene
example, In his guts the parent knews that his destiny is
deeply wrapped up with that ef peeple seattered all ever the
face of the earth. Semehew they are inextrieably beund,

Yet what ratienal precess can suceessfully cenvey this?

Can a parent use natienalism? Even he questiens its validity.
Can a parent indicate that it 1s Ged's will that we feel this
way? Barely. The peint is that many ef eur deepest lengings,
what Fein chese te ecall instinets, are ne lenger able te be
discussed in language that makes sense,

Hewever, I still centend that te view ideelegy as
anything ether than the ratienal cempenent ef identity is a
mistake, Be that as it may, there is turmeil, pain, anxiety,
and identity cenfusien within the Ameriecan Jewish cemmunity,

With all ef this, the repert indicates an extremely
interesting finding: suppert ef Israel is the tep prierity

of American Referm Jews.ll5 1Is this a stable identity

cenmpenent with a eceherent ideelegy that can gerve as the

rallying peint fer a new and viable fermulatien? Perhaps,



yet additienal data serves te cenfeund the issue, This
data ineludes twe findings:
1) Being in faver ef Zienism dees net
necessarily fellew being in suppert ef
Israel
2) Israel is nzt seen ag the eenter of
werld Jewry.ll
We will, ef ceurse, deal with these twe anemaleus
statenents a bit later en. But even se, the cheice of
suppert fer Israel as the tep prierity may well indiecate
that Israel prevides, fer American Referm Jeis. what eur
temples de net: a sense of cemmunity and a cegent ideelegy.
In an imaginary letter frem an American Jewish girl
absut te settle in Israel, Albert Verspan has cellected
mest, if net all ef the relevant issues. The girl, Debby,
writes te her friend in Ameriea, telling her hew she felt
during the Six Day War ef 1967:
When Israel wen the way it did, I felt
a surge of relief, then exaltatien,
then pride, I felt ten feet tall.
These weren't unknewn peeple fighting
far off in the desert. They were MY
peeple. They were bene of my bene.
They were beth hereic and right, and
they were fighting fer me, ey wWere
saying - and they were speaking fer
me, tee - Jews are unwilling te be
slaughtered anymere. One Masada was
eneugh., One Auschwitz was eneugh,
Jews have died leng eneugh.ll
Many ef the issues are centained in this ene excerpt.
There are the dangers eof war, ralsing Judaism and Jewish
identificatien te a matter of literal life and death, There
iz pride in execellence, backed by a clear merality. There
iz 8 means of dealing with the diffiesult, negative aspeets

of Jewish identity that have been pestpened since Werld War II:
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scapegeating, shame, persecutien, dependence, impetence,
guilt, rage, revenge. These negative aspects are largely
replaced with their pesitive ceunterparts. New, Jews de,
instead ef being dene te. They fight back, and they win,
beeause they are right. The suffering ef the past is
vindicated by the victery ef the present. The salvatien
system that premises eventual vietery in return fer endurance
and survival is likewise vindicated,

Debby's respense te the Six Day War actually re-
ceapitulates the three-feld Jewish identity that was viable
in Ameriea net leng age. We feund the three majer elements
te be redemptien (vengeance), salvatien (arrival, er return
te the hemeland), and defense. We alse shewed that the
breakdewn ef this viable identity invelved a severe ever-
shift teward defense te the exclusien ef almest all else.
The vietery eof the war resteres a sense of balance and
resteres as well the twe missing elements eof redemptien and
salvatien,

Fer many Ameriean Jews, the Six Day War allewed them
te feel pride in being Jewish fer perhaps the first time in
thelr lives, Negative identity aspeets were suddenly re-
placed by pesitive enes, and missing enes suddenly restered.
A meaningful tensien between pelarities was ence again in
effeet, where befere there had been enly centradictien. The
result ef this was the freeing ef energy fer dynamie actien.
In Debby's ecase, that actien was te velunteer te help sut in
the aftermath eof the war by flying te Israel te de whatever

wWas necessary., Her newly-feund energy received mueh
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enthusiastie suppert:
The spirit en the plane was fantastie.
We sang eurselves hearse, daneed the
hera in the aisles, and earried on as
if a t miraele had happened. It
h.a,lfg'. s

"A great miracle had happened.” 1Is this anything ether
than a return te the dectrine of salvatien threugh ecempen-
satien? Ultimate meral and physiecal vietery ever eppressien
is the just reward ef generatiens ef peeple whe remained
trustwerthy, remained Jewish, even theugh it was terribly
hard te de se.

Suddenly, in Israel, ideelegical centradictiens are
cleared up fer Debby. Her American ratienality was at edds
with a belief in Ged. Put in ether terms, the American
everghift teward independence made the expressien eof
dependence needs diffieult if net impessible, Any attempt
at the expressien eof degires for dependence seemed te invelve
ideslegiecal centradictiens. Yet fer Debby, her trip resteres
the balance:

I had a ehance te visit the eseccupied
territeries and the Allenby Bridge,
but the real seene was the Wailing
Wall. Remember that discussien at
camp when I agreed with the "Ged is
dead” theelegian? Well, ge figure
it. I gave sut with every prayer I
eould think ef...I thanked Ged as if

he were sitting uI en the wall,
patting my head,ll9

Frem an initial pesitien ef defianee Debby cemes reund
te an almest childlike faith. As we feund earlier, it is
indeed the funetien eof religien te revitalize the individual

frem this reserveir ef earliest basis trust, yet Ameriecan



culture, fer largely ecenemie reasens, militates against
this.

Debby's newly feund ability te express her dependence
needs finds suppert frem many quarters. All areund her, the
histery ef her peeple iz alive, She is enly ene of theusands
of peeple praying at the Wailing Wall. The plane ride helps
prepare the greundwerk. She is able te drep her stance of
striet independenece and "lege” herself in the shared jey ef
the velunteers. She thus gains seme respite frem Ameriecan
identity cempenents that demand independence and uniqueness.
Instead, Debby eemes te depend en her fellew passengers fer
a sense of guppert, Such an experiemnce is felt as liber-
ating, exhilirating. As the balanee iz restered after an
initial burst ef energy, a sense of well-being develeps.
The persen breathes a sigh ef relief, as if a battle has
ended, as if ene has eeme heme after a leng (internal) exile.
The sense of the laek of community that is caused in
America by the identity evershifts that have eceurred is
answered fer Debby. On the plane, secial digtance is
disselved as the riders hug and danee. 5She sits next te
& "fat, middle-aged rabbi"” yet they are beth deing the same
thing: geing te Israel te lend a hand. When they arrive,
again there is a senge of meaningful partieipatien in a
community that encempasses the individual and lends authenti-
city te his aetiens, As Debby puts it, she feels that
"Israelis are meved by a tremendeus sense of natienal purpese.) 120
She feels herself te be a part eof that purpese.

The sense of natienal purpese in Israel is in sharp
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eontrast te the werld Debby left behind, She views
materialistie, upper-middle-elass life in America as sterile,
and the alternative of drepping eut equally se. She is
disturbed by raecial turmeil and the war im Vietnam, and is
unable te diseern any sense ef natiemnal purpese bask heme

in whieh she can partieipate.,l2l Life on a kibbutz seems
far mere meaningful. In Israel Debby feels a sense eof
persenal identity, and a sense of partieipating in and
receiving suppert frem her semmunity that makes even her Jedb
of cleaning the shiecken eceeps a werthwhile activity.

Debby's respense te the Igraell experience is in large
measure due te the identity eenfusien she breught with her
as the result of her upbringing in Ameriea. Bask heme,
Debby was as yet a member of the uncemmitted reserves whese
pesitien is sustained by the demands ef the American ecenemy.
We have seen seme of the ecests in terms of alienatien that
thig situatien is liable te create. Debby leeks teward the
future and attempts te envisien her eventual place in
seeiety.

At the same time, the seciety is undergeing a particul-
arly vielent and rapid peried eof change., Many aspeets eof
the future Debby will have te live in simply de net yet
exist, se she eannet pessibly identify with them. The
pelarities of her life are net in balanee, and thus she
undergees the distress ef identity eenfusien.

The experience of the Six Day War and the trip te
Israel restered many ef the balances. The result ef this

balaneing was the release of a fleed ef ereative energy fer
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beth werk and play. Ideelegy ecame inte harmeny with
feelings as & viable identity was restered. Fer large
nunbers of Jews whe did net ge te Israel fellewing the Six
Day War, and whe have ne intentien ef settling there
permanently as Debby did, the preecess is far mere subtle,
and viearieus, theugh still eperative,

Vast numbers of American Jews denate huge sums eof
meney te Israel. At fund-raising luncheens and dinners they
listen te Israeli emissaries tell of cenditiens there, Vast
numbers take frequent vacatien trips te Israel, Many parents
send their cechildren there fer the summer, er fer as leng as
a year of study during high scheel er cellege. Many
American rabbis have spent a geed deal eof time in residence
in varieus Israell eities. Israell cultural pregrams are
inereasingly available here. Israeli and/er Hebrew speaking
SUBNEeIr camps are mere and mere numereus. Hebrew is used in
eur serviees, taught in eur classresms, and speken, hewever
haltingly, by American teurigts, The channels of identifi-
catien are relatively numereus and direet. And ef eceurse,
we are all Jews.

In all ef this there is the cemmen thread ef expesure
te an Israell seciety that by its very strueture supperts a
viable Jewish identity. The werk week is arranged accerding
te Jewish religieus custem. The helidays are net Celumbus
Day er Easter but Suecet and Shavuet, On the Shabbat all
public transpertatien cemes te a halt. Unless yeu eenseleusly
try te aveid it, yeu will have kesher fare wherever yeu dine,

The situatien is succinetly put by ene persen whe sald te



=61-

me gsemething te the effeect that: "It's strange te leek
areund and realize that everyene's Jewish, The pelice are
Jewigh, the eleaning ladies are Jewish, even the wheres are
Jewisgh! "™

Fer many Ameriecans whe spend time in Israel the
expeerience of a eculture that supperts Jewish identity is an
exhilirating ene. Many ef the everyday diffieulties ef being
& Jew in Gentile America seem te fade away. Even the questien
"What dees it mean te be Jewisgh" seen leses itz meaning, te
be answered merely by leeking areund yeu. Sueh experiences
ean make the return te America extremely painful. Ore sueh
individual teld me that "ene sannet really be Jewish in
Ameriea, Here, Shabbes iz alse Saturday, with feetball,
shepping, daneing lessens fer the kids, and a let ef ether
eheres, But in Israel we seuld really selebrate Shabbes.
Everything stepped, and we were all Jews tegether.”

Fer many Amerieans whese invelvement with Israel is net
as intense er as sweeping as Debby's, Igsrael still prevides
answers te the mest diffieult preblems of American Jewish
identity. It dees se malnly by supplying the three things
that are mest lacking in Ameriean identity in general: the
ability te express needs fer eemmunity, engagement, and
dependence,

Carrying threugh with Slater's terminelegy, Israel dees
seemn te answer the need fer cemmunity by previding a way te
live in trust and eceeperatien with ene's fellew men., Indeed,
cooperation is essential fer the defense against hestile

neighbers, as well as being an ingrained part ef the kibbutz



mevement. A man has te trust his fellew: te seund the
alarm, te stand ecempetent guard duty, te serve in the army.
The eellestive entity of the state 1s alse elearly defined,
&g are many of its mest impertant peliecies.

As a small natien, and a new natien, there is still
reem for the feeling that ene is seming direectly te grips
with impertant seeial 1ssues. The very faet that the surremt
Prime Minister, Mrs. Meir, is apt te invite students en an
archeelegieal dig near her heme in fer tea and eeekies is but
ene small example of hew clese san be the centact between an
erdinary individual and these in pewer. This ecleseness
serves te enhanse the sensze of engagement that iz se serely
laeking in Ameriea. The armed tensien adds te this as well
as even minute, reutine, er degrading tasks take en a greater
signifieanee as part of the defense struggle, Alse, in a
newly develeping natien ene is less apt te meet tee high a
level of ege extensiens, fasades, manipulative advertising,
and the like,

The third aspeet 1s the degire fer dependence, the
desire te share with ethers the respensibility fer the
contrel of geme of ene's impulses and the directien of ene's
1life, By definitien, this 1s what takes place in a newly
develeping natien, particularly ene at war. The centrel eof
many impulses must be placed in the hands ef ethers fer the
cemmen geed. One simple example is the high level eof
taxatien te which Israelis have subjeeted themselves in erder
te maintain the necessary defense feeoting. The direstioen eof
ene 's life is apt te be taken ever at any mement by the
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army as & new crisis develeps.
Central te all ef this is Israel's ability te restere
a sense of meaningful Jewish identity fer many Americans,
That it is & resteratien and net a re-fermulatien is =
vital peint. What happens te many Ameriecans, and what
happened te Debby, is that ecentaect with Israel prevides an
experience of Jewigh identity as it used te be in Ameriea!

On seme level this is recegnized. We neted that fer
all their suppert, Ameriecan Jews will net view Isrsel as the
ecenter of werld Jewry. They will alse net necessarily
suppert Zienism with its cemmittment te settling in Israel,
On seme level American Jews knew that they can derive
inspiratien frem Israel, they ecan re-experience a viable
Jewish identity ne lenger pessible here. DBut ultimately,
there ig ne geing back,

There is ne geing back because Israel has yet te travel
many ef the same paths that we in Amerieca have experienced,
Yet is there any real deubt that this tee will happen? If
and when it dees, Israel will, ef ceurse, lese much of its
ability te previde even a temperary selutien fer the identity
cenfusien ef American Jews.

The time bemb has already started tieking., The issue
of religieus freedem fer Jews in Israel has been raised ever
gince the feunding ef the state, It has still net been
reselved, The Orthedex rabbinate rules mueh eof Israel with
@ firm hand, and severe cenfrentatien between the traditien-
alists and the liberals (whese numbers are grewing) has been

enly pestpened by the centinued state of war, The real time
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bemb, then, 1s peaee in the Middle East., Almest everyene
whe writes abeut Israel realizes that mueh eof the gharaeter
of the seeciety is due te the war, When that ends, mueh
will ehange.

Many ef these changes will invelve precesses similar te
what has eecurred in Ameriea. When Israel is free te
devete its energies te technelegieal and econemie grewth,
all the ldentity preblems of the medern state will have te
be faced. Until that time, a slice of the past remains with
us, as a refreshing peel ef water in a parched desert. Yet

the time of peace is, I hepe, drawing near...

G. Orientatien and Respense

By this peint it sheuld be abundantly elear that te be
& liberal Jew in present-day America is ne easy task, We

are, in faet, at a peint ef erisis, a turning peint ef great
magnitude, We are, in faet, lesing seme of eur peeple te

the ranks ef the unaffiliated, at the same time that we gain
ethers threugh intermarriage. Yet far mere impertant than
numbers is the faet that the quality ef liberal Jewish life
1s serely lasking., It laeks a sense of cemmunity with all
the cemfert and affirmatien that prevides, and it laeks a
sense of wheleness te previde vitality.

But still there 1s net mueh reasen te despair. We ean
peint te the Jewish histerieal eentinuum te demenstrate that
time and time again a viable Jewish identity has breken dewn,

enly te regreup and reappear, in new and vital ferm. When
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we leek areund, de we astually find reasens why this sheuld
net be the esse agaln, why eur faith in a new and meaning-
ful Jewish fermulatien might be unfeunded?

Ne, eur experience seems te indiecate that eur faith is
well-feunded., At the same time, we must henestly face a
number eof diffieult issues. Fer ene thing, theugh we find
ne real barrier te grewth, we must assert that Jewish
identity in Ameriea is net likely te survive mueh lenger
in its present ferm. Fer anether, we must admit that fer
many ef eur peeple, a viablg and vital Jewish identity dees
net exist at the present time. We must alse admit that

during the eurrent peried of ideelegieal and identity
ferment it ig unlikely that any ene persen er greup ef
peeple will be able te snateh frem the future a new identity
fermulatien., In ether werdg, there iz ne easy way eut. The

paln and the disecemfort of identity ecenfusien must be faced,
Our respense te this situatien ef identity erisis is

erucial. The nature of that respense will largely be
determined by hew we see eurselves in relatien te the erisis.
It will largely be determined, in a werd, by eur erientatien.

The first element of a grewthful erientatien is the
affirmatien ef ehange, All things, even eur pain, are
temperary, and will ehange,

The geeend element ig the affirmatien ef knewledge. We
ean indeed understand what is happening te us, and the werk
Yeu are new reading is deveted te that end. Only when we
understand ean we then echange things in eur ewn way, fer eur

ewn benefit,
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The third element is a esemmittment te grewth., We must
fase that whish is diffisult if we are te have any hepe of
sueeess. We must faee the diffisult task ef beseming that
whieh as yet we are net. This is sertainly net the easiest
of tasks, yet there is ne ether way.

When we begin assembling the pieses of the puzzle we
find that the situatien eof Jewish identity in Ameriea is in
many ways analegeus te the adeleseent identity erisis. A
majer agpeet of the adelessent's astivity, as we have seen,
revelves areund the predustien eof a peried ef merateriunm,
During this peried mueh experimenting gees en as a nesessary
prelude te later stabilizatiens,

The same is presently true of the liberal Jewish
eemnunity. There iz a pervasive elimate of experimentatien,
ranging frem the mest Orthedex te the mest liberal. We have
alse neted that sueh perieds ef experiment are uncemfertable,
painful enes, They fellew en the breakdewn eof a e¢hildheed
identity and befere the fermulatien of a viable adult ene,
The laek of stable identity is deeply felt. At this peint
individuals (and ecemmunities) are suseceptible te tetalistie
respenses i1f they are tee strenueusly assailed by the
nesessity of ehelee. They are likewise suseeptible te the
assumptien ef negative identities rather tham be witheut any
at all,

Keeping in mind that tetalism is basieally a respense
te pain, we reeall that the majer eritiecism ef Referm
temples was that they falled te previde a sense of eemmunity,
Is this senge of cemmunity with its sharing, intimasy, suppert,
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and warath anything ether than a means ef alleviating seme
of the pain of being in a peried ef identity flux?

Here, then, is the erux ef the igsue. We must find a
means of dealing with the pain se that energy fer grewth
ean be freed, Witheut this, mest energy remains leeked in
the serviee of defense, and there is ne grewth.

Te preduce a slimate of grewth Amerisan Jews mugt deal
with the negative evershifts that are part ef their identities
as Amerieans. They may de this in existing settings: in
eur temples and erganizatiens and families. We must alse
inelude a hest ef mere infermal senfiguratiens such as
study greups, elubs, ehavuret, and ether greupings whese style
and eentent we sannet, as yet, even imagine,.

We must first ef all deal with the igsue of size.
Feelings of impetense in the fase of a mass seslety scarry
ever inte Jewigh settings. Slater's term fer this issue was
"engagement."” Peeple feel pewerless te cshange all eof
Ameriean eulture, all at enee. The same thing applies te
Judaism, We must earve eut smaller, mere intimate enclaves
in whieh peeple ean werk, in whish they ean ceme te grips with
impertant issues.

A necessary seunterpart te smaller size is inereased
invelvement, A setting that merely invelves a fractien ef
the intelleet is ne lenger suffieient. Our grewth elimates
must be eenfluent: they must invelve many levels of intellest
and emetien. Perhaps the best way te preduce sush eenfluence
is threugh the use of experiential aestivity.

Strangely eneugh, eur peeple are serrect when they say
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that temples need te be larger. Small settings ef high
degrees of experiential aetivity are apt te require great
peels of reseurces. A large temple ean previde these
reseurees in terms of pepulatien, spaece, meney, staff,
materials, We need te find ways of allewing peeple te make
mere effeective use of these reseurees within the scepe eof
the larger temple strusture.

What might the nature of these small greup settings be
like? Nell Keminsky, in a resent thesis, examines a number
of small greup appreashes and prepeses a medel eof his ewn.
His prepesal ealls fer "eells" of frem ten te fifteen family
units. The eells are te be self-sentained entities, each
respensible for its ewn activity in terms ef wership, study,
and secial astien. There 1s te be eppertunity fer a high
degree of invelvement, interactien, and eencern. The use of
experiential learning teechniques is stremgly suggested.
Children are te be full rather than junier members.

A eengregatien might be ereated by the affiliatien eof a
limited number of eells. This weuld previde greater
reseurces Af the hiring ef a full-time rabbl were desired,
as well as allewing greater flexibility in pregramming. The
plan ealls fer the esentinued existenee of the eells ever
time, relatively intaet,122

Further examples of the use of small greup settings
are previded by the Fein repert. The researchers used twe
werksheps, eof twe days each, in each of the temples they
studied, There was thus a tetal ef feur days ef werkshep

experience in each temple,
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The werksheps were based en experiential learning
teehniques develeped in the field of humanistie seesial
psyehelegy. It was theught that it was far better te learn
by deing than by talking abeut it, espesially sinee:

The eventual geal ef the precess,
is, of eceurge, te help peeple meve frem
what i1t i1g they are te what it is they
weuld like te beceme,l1l23

The partiecular exereises that were develeped and used
were "intended te help peeple in the tasks ef sgelf-assess-
ment and geal-getting.” The eemmittee felt that the best
place te begin was with the individual rather than with the
institutien.12% We heartily agree.

The seneern was with predueing & elimate of hepe and
grewth, and a ecellaberative, experiential setting was deemed
mest apprepriate fer facllitating this end:

If a elimate of genuine hepe is te be
generated, it is mere likely te grew
in an envirenment whieh supperts the
persen, espeeially in his tentative
early grepings, than in an adversary
elimate, Sueh a suppertive enviren-
ment is enceuraged by the shared
effert te explere the persen's Jewish
past, te share in a Jewish presgent,
and te develep tegether hepes and
plans fer the future,,.l1l2

The werkshep design was "enthusiastieally endersed"” by
the "large majerity (e. 94%)" of the partieipants., This led
the researeh cemmittee te senelude that:

.++.the ehief lessen ef the werksheps
lies in the demenstratien that a
censtitueney of suppert fer 1ntgnsivo
Jewigh experience dees exist.l2
What was net mentiened in the repert is that small

greups are an extremely pewerful lever fer change. Indeed,
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this peint 1s at the base of muech ef the theery en whieh
experiential teehniques in small greup settings is based.

We have previeusly enceuntered the idea of "temperary
systems"™ as the industrial eeunterpart te this idea of the
use of small greups. As a mede of general eperatien it is
already replaeing bureaueratie funetiening in many areas:

Adaptive, preblem-selving, temperary
systems of diverse specialists, linked te-
gether by eesrdinating and task-evaluating
executive gpecialists in an erganie flurx -
this is the erganizatien ferm that will
gradually replace bureaueraey as we knew it,127

We weuld adapt this netien ef temperary systems te the
temple getting, te supplement beth engeing small greups sueh
as cells, as well as periedie, shert-term activities sueh as
werksheps. In terms ef duratien, temperary systems weuld
fall semewhere in the middle, Sueh a greup weuld develep
eut ef erganie needs within the envirenment, 1Its length ef
1ife is defined either in terms ef seme bleek of time, eor in
terms of "until what we are werking en is ecempleted.” The
large temple or erganizatien may then maintain its existence
beth as an en-geing institutien and as the "peel” of peeple
and reseurces frem whiech temperary systems emerge, live,
werk, and die.

When a greup disbands, its members ence again return
te the peel, te ferm new greups as the need fer them arises,
and then te disband, and re-ferm again, in a centinuing re-
eyeling procean.lzs

Altheugh industry 1s eurrently using temperary systems

in highly task-eentered settings, eur primary interest here
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is in far mere "persen-ecentered” enes. Seme pessible
examples fellew:

1) Simple suppert greup - A number of peeple whe are
feeling & lack of ecommunal warmth and suppert might seme
tegether, perhaps in whele family units, The attempt
would be te develep a small ecoemmunity, derive beth emetienal
and ecegnitive benefit therefrem, and then meve en te ether
things. After all, the feeling ef cemmunal suppert need net
be an &1l the time thing,

2) Health erisis greup - In any large temple setting
there are eften 2 number of families with ene member
serieusly 1ll. These families ceuld ceme tegether, either
alene or with the rabbi er ether prefessienal, fer the
specifie purpese of aiding eaeh ether in dealing with the
health erisis.

3) Family erisis greup - Families in erisis have mueh
te effer each ether in dealing with a wide range of prebleams,
frem marital diffieulties te a runaway ehild. Sueh a greup
might previde neecessary suppert fer the further step of
seeking lenger term help frem ether prefessienal seurses.

4) Jewish identity greup - Sueh a greup might seek te
explere igsues of Jewlsh identity threugh the use eof the
exereises in Part II ef the Fein repert, er in a mere un-
struetured manner. As members returned te the general pepu-
latien, their learnings weuld in seme sense spread threugheut
the temple membership.

5) Planning and task greups - The gains ef the use eof
an experiential small greup setting fer task and planning
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activity have previeusly been diseussed. A greup sueh as
this weuld make use of what the tep industries have found a
valuable teel. Tasks eceuld range frem werk en a building
fund te evaluatien ef the religieus ssheel. The task-
eriented nature of the greup's life ecuts dewn en the develep-
ment of pewer elites and alds in maximal participatien in
temple gevernence,

6) Generatienal and interest greupings - Greups with
& wide variety of geals ean be set up based en all partiei-
pants being male, female, yeung, eld, married, single, ete.

7) Cress greupings - Sueh greups are particularly
effeetive for dealing with inter-greup issues. Their use
in dealing with racial issues 1s a striking example,

The 1list ef pessibilities is relatively endless. But
all such greups have in cemmen a smallness eof size, a high
level of interaetien, an experiential elimate, and a
visible life-span. Aleng with whatever preductivity emerges
frem them, they help deal with the pain ef identity flux
threugh their very strueture.

Such greups ecan answer many ef eur mest pressing needs,
net by previding answers te the diffiecult issues that
cenfrent us, but rather by previding a elimate in whieh
there is a geed pessibility that sueh answers ecan begin te
develep. They have the added advantage of starting frem
where peeple really are rather than impesing a starting
peint frem witheut. It has further been the experience eof
these whe have used such teehniques that they werk.



H, Cenelusien

We have seen that Ameriean Jewry is at a difficult
transitien peint, Previeus identity systems that sustained
us need te be replaced with new enes, yet these new systems
are net yet in evidence, We weuld hepe te use werks suech
as this te previde seme measure of understanding ef eur
present situatien. It is my firm cenvietien that enly suech
knewledge and clarity will enable us te say: this is where
I think we eught te ge, and have a decent chance of getting

there,
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