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TO 

MY MOTHm 

?rno, because of me 
has known suffering ; 
and from whom I nave 
lear ned 1 ts ,ralne ae 
a means of openlng 
t he heart . 
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~ACE 

Tfuen treating a subject such aa Retribution, and epecifying 

its l im1 ta w1 thin t.he bounds of the Old Testament• one meets w1 th 

almost obvious difficulties. This subject might be treated in a 

thoroly sc1enti£1c manner, or developed chronologically, or present­

ed With a tinge of theological bias. The first of these 1s entirely 

too much to cla111, e1nce the writer can assume no such ability. He 

has , after a fashion, sought to incorporate the second method. Yet, 

1n doilg so, obstacles were apparent ae to the definite poe1tion to 

be ass igned certain Books, or divislone, or ,ntermed1ary codes. He 

ca n only claim to have tried to present these to the beet of h1s 

powers . Particularly in the Division of the Prophets was this 

fraught With doubt . But the Codee are 1ndluied herein for the sia­

ple reason t.:lat it hill be recognized that theee two parts of the 

Bible a r e ~lmo st d irectly interwtaved. The Jahwist Code, we are told , 

wa s a development o f a prbpbet1c school, even before Amos. Deuteron­

omy was influenced by prophetic tea ching , yet fell short of its ideal, 

as 6athe red from t h e attack of J e r e mia h . No other pl ace wae found 

quite as suitable f or Daniel and Chroni cles ae near the end, yet it 

mus t , perf or ce , be gathered with +he books of Wisdom Literature . 

Immortal ity should perhaps follo~ Daniel d irectly , but because of 

its very nature wa s placed i mmediately befor~ the Conclusion. !t 

w111 be s een, then, that a Schola rly ane Scientific presenta tion 1& 

the least cl a i m of the writer . 

The probl em is q~1te Plive today . It l e s hot thru with emotional 

a a ,7ell as human i nterest. It. t ouches man . This s ide bas , as well, 

been treated . It can only be hoped , therefore , t hat t e e problem in at 

leas t some of 1ts broader aep~cte, and more human appeal, bas been 

trea ted 1n a manner commensurate with t hese mode et requirements . 
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'fHB Inl OP RBTRIBUTIOW Ilf 

THE OLD ftaTAJIEft 

•an baa nner been a 0011plete creature. Sndowecl 1'1 th reaaon 1114 

diaoernaent. he baa, nnerthal.••11• been tar trom an independent mortal. 

Ra1 sed b1gher than the bea■t■ by bia mental power, and ab111 ty to pro.. 

v14e ■u■teunce and aurvive bardeh1p, be 1s yet tar lower than the 

angels. Like the heel of Achille■ he 1a ■adly, tho pE-rbap11 fortunately. 

VUl.nere.ble 1n a t least one 11pot. He 1s unable to solve the higher 111'•­
terlea ot lite, and peer into the eternal enigma■ ot the very tmlver■e 

in which he live■• 111& a1nd 1a alive to all the que11tlon11 that perplex, 

hie heart la attuned to constant yearning, all h1e acumen 1n concentra­

ted on running the gauntlet ot hie days. But he 1a doomed, even at the 

apex, and goal, to arrive t aoe to taoe with a atone wall. All bi■ que■-

t1on1ng and yearning must forever go unans~ered and unexpl&1n•4• And 

be must devote hie day■, it' he be wise, to getting h1• a heart ot' nA­
dom and 11v1ng ae beat he can, tor beyond that he can only ■eek to d1■-

cover; cogitate on all the •nito}d meanings; speculate on m,retery 

deeper than darlcneaa and sleep. He shall never ":now. Before th1e wan 
ot the unknown the Y111eat are aa 1r without know].edge, and men ot under­

standing as tho they bad never been. 

Yet, men' e eoulJI strivings are never to be quenched nth beautiful. 

worde taken from the Paa.1111.at'a sweet retlect1ons. They are never bat­

tled by the 1mposa1b111ty ot their goal, and they give t.bemeelve■ over 

tmto the ceaseless search. Early in their thinking days t.hey felt t.bat. 

11:t'e was not all on the mere surface. Th• were eoae t h1nga which tM 

a1.nd could never ratboa, but these were things which the heart and •o\ll. 

might divine. And rising w1 tb fervent hope to th1s level they peopl .. 



a. 
their empty spaces w1 th things of beauty which 1nspi.red and over-awed• 

It was perhaps thru this ebeer necessity that God was first revealed 

to the heart ot man. It was thru this meane that tmBolvable and bat­

ning mysteries were to be at least partiall7 cleared up. It was thr:u 

thie great diaoovery that man aigbt till out hie nature to the Wide•t 

breadth, and feel in bis heart that be should live and not die. 

There la little wonder then tbat certain fundamental proble• 

which befall man ahoUld cause consternation and d181RA7, and oba11enge 

the deepest power ot man as a resourse of explanation. 5o be looked into 

h1a lite. He got. &long perhaps well in 11&~ ways, yet certain thing• 

befell whioh were beyond his Jlen. It be loved, be did not a1waye under­

stand why hie love should not be requit.ed by utter bliss. He perbapa 

begrudged the parting that death inev1ta.bl7 imposed. It he sought to 

11ve an unright lite, and prop1t1ated the gods, surely be was benl••r­
ed that prosperity did not follow 1n the wake o., hie woreh1p. Perhaps 

111 health reduces fervor, disappointment diminished ardor. A tbouAand 

things might have occured and prevailed which lead him to look into 
II n 1,,.a the fundamental why ot life and :tiv1ng. His answers were per~-pe no 

more satisfactory than the forced querries which challenged his days, 

yet he had to allay, to eome degree, the doubt that gnawed, and the 

craving that constantly beckoned. In early society these •tto.,.. to 

l.D'lderstand must have been poignant and f'Saught even with autfer1ng. 

In its social setting, t o some degree, we can construct this primitive 

realm 1n wh1oh men lived. 

EAP.LY SOCIETY 

Man became a member of a certain sphere and position in early 

society by virtue of h1s b11'th m d family. L1kl'Sise hls relation to 

the gods were a1so automatical ly eeta.bl1ehed• ( Robt.Sm1th,Rel. Sea1tee. 

2g.30). He was scarcely an 1nd1v1dual at all, but one of the rad11 
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whlch lm\de up the wider and all-1nclus1ve arc ot the circle ot people. 

It13 rs1at1on to certain god.a wag aa fixed as his relation to hie fello•­

man. Religion and lite we1"8 one, and there were no d1v1a1ona as such 

1n them. Hie every act was 1n correspondence to some relation with his 

gods, and to hie fellow-man, tor "the social body was not made up ot 

men only, but gods and men." 

The chief concern of rel1t1on in these early times was not for the 

sa1vation or souls, but for the good and preservation or soc1ety. The 

cotruntmlty and the tribe and 1te welfare were all important, and in tl11e 

the power of the gods were inextrlcally bound . Hen, Without choice, 

even knowledge , were or this group, and this was s ociety. 

Pol1t1oal connection, social relationship , religion, all were one. 

'?le find even in David's time a typical case which might illustrate. 

When he was driven out from 11Ss connection with the heritage or Jahweb, 

he repres~nts Saul as s~ying to him "Go, serve other gods . " (I Sam. 

26,19). He complains in his bitterness of t his separation. For to leave 

b1s tribe and land, bQwever small a. circle that comprised, he left HIS 

people and his gods. He had to adopt another nationa11t1 ano. citizenship, 

so t o speake Hie religion, surely, then, had to undergo change, tor 

this was part or his political att11iat1on. (Robt.Smith,Rel.Sem.tes, 

:55-38 ) 
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THE IDF.A OF RETRIBUTION 

One of the perturbing elements of early times was that bo\md up 

w1 th the problem or sur:tering and punishment. The exp1anat.1on of these 

enigmas was almost as troublesome as the idea of life itself• There was 

a lways t his barrier or the unexplained wey. Today, even, we have begged 

the problem by definitely assigning 1t to a realm of which our mowi.ige 
-

1s purely speculative and conjectural. Such an idea could not occur to 

ancient man, naturally. Sis wap no lofty, nor highly mystical, nor 

ethical relation with the deity. It was purely ma.te21alistic. The idea 

of rew..,.rd and punishment was limited strictly to earthly 11fe.(Mont1-

f1ore,JQ.R,Vol 3, 5). It concerned 1tsel:t altogether with the long enJoy­

ment of 11:te as a typical reward, and nth premature death as a Just 

punishment. In the phrase " " Lex Talionis we find perhaps 1te cradest 

fonn. The conception of Justice was expressed in the now fam111ar 

b " 11 11 
" T t r prover t1t tor tat or measure for measure. bis d1spensa 1on o 

Judgment and justice applied to God as the supreme Judge. <Kontif1ore, 

JQ,R,Vol 5,553.) ;r. -"--
" j And the blood of lives would God require at the hand of ever, 

beast." Coen. g,5) "Reuben w-ged no sin agains t the child, but because 

they would not hear, blood was required 1n atonemmt" (Gen.42,2S). 

"David pronounced blood upon the head of those who slew the Lord's 

ano1nted"(a Sam. 1,1e) Similar exampl es of retribution for murder 

abound (2 Sam. 4,11;16,B; lKgs. 2,32-). There ,··as no refuge even at 

the altar for some sine (Ex.21,14) so inexorably did retribution fol­

low. Because of the wrong which Amalek did to Israel 1n the past SaUl. 

wae ooilli1li&sioned by Samuel t o destroy him and hie people, even to the 

animals, until they were all«t1nct Cr Sam.15,a).These are but some 

or the usages which this doctrine entailed 1n the early times. It wiJl, 

be seen that the s t rictly material side of thia dcctr1ne waa et.reseed. 
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The 11111.ted sphere or pt.mishaent was conJ'ined entirely to th1s earth 

Rnd handled 1n the span of lite or the involved parties. (Kautsch,&89). 

Blo~ahed was pitilessly atoned by bloodshed; and s1n was punished. 

(Jud. 1,'1; ISam 3,ao; 1a,o.10; 8Kga 5,27). Leaving aside the perplexing 

ethics of the dootr1ne during these t1aea, we note that no theistic 

re11g1oa baa ever wholly dispensed wit.n tbe idea or treating sin 1n 

different •nner, even tho the idea ns refined and exalted 1nto 

spirituality and religion.( !lont1tiore,JQR,Vol.5,~5S). people were 

living 1n the prennt world, with taint shadows of subterranean pas­

sages dawning in their mental spheres. (Kohler,Theo. 300). Tge1r problem 

was one of time and not eternity (Mont1fiore,JQR.Vol.3,1). The doctrine 

did not forsee the pose1b111ty of ever being transferred into some trana­

cendental state . (Davidson, Theo o.T. 410). 

GOD IN ALL P"OJWS OF LIP'Ee 

Yet, 1n this entire system there was the 1m':.'lediacy of God btr.ck ot 

every form and happening in l ife. This was the direct relat1onsh1p 1'11,h 

t.he Deity thru which the doctrine found its authority, and so called 

Just1f1eat1on. Everything was of God and by God. The dew of heaven m4 

the tat places of t he earth , the corn and the wine. (Gen. 87,28; Ami 

4,e-11; Zech. 10,1). He gave birth and ateril1ty (Gen. 1e,a;3o,a;•9,a5). 

Ti,e Lord was the strength or Israel and none was likened to Him in 

vi ctory {Ex. 15), as both t he songs ot Moses and Deborah showed {Jud.5). 

But t his same Arb1tee was manifest in defeat { 1Kgs. aa,20-23;8Kga. 

:5, 15). So inextricably bound up w1 th H1 a people was th1s God that tha 

f oe of one was 1dent1cal with t he other. Enemies wt the people were H1■, 

and it was not only t he principle of retributive Justice herein nploT•4 

but 11kew1se the violence for an insult offered to God (Jlont1t1ore,JQ,R. 

Vol.5,7). If Israel's toes were more prosper•us it was not tbat they 



were more righteous, tor Israel's chastisement h&A an altogether d1tter­

ent meaning. '!'he help ot this God 1n adversity might be relied un o~ 

when Hie people were blamel ess (Jud.11,83). Their d1aaater meant t.bat 
,. a • ,. -

they bad turned back trom following t h e Lord (Nu.14,45). And the Lord, 

t herefore, was not with them in trouble. Speed111 His wrath came at 

times as in the cases ot Er and Onan, who were wicked 1n God' a eight, 

and "The Lord slew him" !Gen. 58,7,101 also D&v1dson,Theo. o.T. 409). 

The faith in an inflexible retribution in this life prevai led fullJ and 

was seen 1n this world. There were no complaints against such beliete, 

a s developed in t he later books of Wiedom. The righteous were to be 

reconpensed now (prov. 11 , 31) .even more so the lmgodly and s1nru1. (Pa.1) 

THE IDF.A OF S'rlf 

'!'he d1st1not category of sin to which the ind1vtdual might 1ay 

himself' liable was broad and not always an indicati on of hie voluntary 

"'111. The far range or offenses spanned t he degree s between sn and God, 

and was practica l ly all inclusive. It had no particular reference to 

t he . aonse1ence of the sinner, and centa1nly involved no moral guilt; . 
1t was, so to speak, forensic li&bility.( Robt Smith. pro. Isr. 105.4,6). 

God's presence as a King, commanding H1s subjects, not t'a111ng to dire• 

Hi e decrees, gives prominence to the conception or sin against Himself. 

Thie implies t he re11g1oua offenses, worship of raise gods, or even God 

Hi mself 1n a manner not fitting. (1sam.14,38;Jud.a1,24). van's relation 

to man t ook on like prop ort1on because God was the Judge who mus t 1aaue 

decrees concerning such 1ru·ract1ons !Jud. 11 ,27; I sam 11,25) . God 1s 1n 

the role of vindicator, and before H1m is t he whole range of 1aw. 

"The sphere or religi on in t he present 11re, and the truths ot 

r el1g1~n are the truths ot a n every day experience 1n which to Hebrew 

faith Ja hweh 1s a living and personal~ actor as men are. His agency 

in Israel 1s too real to invite t o abstract speculation; all interest 



turns, not on what Jabweh is 1n Himself, or What He does beyond the 

sphere of the present national life, but on Hie present doings 1n the 

midst ot Hie people, and the personal character and d1spoei t1oll8 wh1oh 

these do1nge reveal." ( Robt.Saith,Pro. Isr. 04-65) 

We eee His hand working thru th1e doctrine 1n the implacable de­

crees aga inst the sine of Ad~m and Eve, (Gen. 3); 1n the flood story, 

(6); where Noah was saved thru hiB right~owsnesa (7); 1n the aecree 

against the men of Sodo■ (18); 1n the 1mmorallty ot Er and Onan (se); 

1'here Ab1melek 1e slain because of bis crimes (Jud 0,50); and where 

Abaalom' a death is looked Upon as Just (IISam. 18). S111l1lar cases are 

1n Ex. 59,34; 1 Ks•• ao,48; a1; a irgs. 5,27; P; 17,25. 

A man's ident1t1oat1on with 1nd1v1d•la or family, even in the 

tuture, or with race , migh t lead to atrange consequences. Thie was one 

method off'J'OV1d1ng an explanation for an otherW1se 1nexpl1cable doubt. 

The punishment might be relegated to coming pr ogeny. or suffering, aa a 

converse might be because ot ancestors. In this ms.nner, the fact or 

suffering was none the l ea s all eviated , but the explanation assuaged 

the mind, and salved the doubt. It was natural to visi t both Vice and 

virtue on children t !") come . And 1 t was an added boon to l ook upon good­

ness being carried much further than evAl or s1n. Indeed. 1 t promulga­

ted 1tself 1nto the thousandth generation, whereas the effect of e1n 

spent itself 1n the fourth. (Ex.54,7; Dwt. 5,0)& ••nt1!1ore JQR. Vol S, 

4) . It was even a s i gn of God's mercy to a110• t he sin t o fall on the 

innocent son, rather than the sinner.(Gen.18.17; 20,18; E:x.20,6;la.o; -- - -
Lev. ao.s; J osh.7.ll.+l,&;aa,t7-20;lsam. 5,15; 1Kga.a1,20; 11,1a;2sam,a1,1; 

and Montif1ore ,JQ.R,Vol ■ 5,4.) Because Ahab humbled himaelf before God, 

evil aae to oome tor hie sin 1n h1 s son's day, not during his 111'•• • 

late as the exile t his idea predom1nated so forcibly that the people 

t hot they were suffering for the sine of the ir fathers, and that nod• 

cape was possible, and this wrath woUld continue lDlt11 the nation ae a 
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whole would be consumed. (Kontifiore JQR. Vol. 3,4.) 

Often 1n the case of the 11utfer1.ng the victim had no knowledge ot 

comn1.tt1ng a a1n. (Robt. alllth,Pro. Iar. 102.) Without any eonceiva~l• 

intention of intractlng the 1aw a man might thru his deeda run towi. C 

the inexorable doctrine, (Gen. ao;ae; a Sam.3 ,39,54;1&,11-2,8; ao,10; 
Jud.9,5 ; lSam 22,lS.). as in the case of Jonathan, tasting the honey, 

(1 Sam. 14, 4S~I sam.6,7.t-•--••• Both the innocent and the guilty d1ed 

1n battle. (8 Sam. 11,85) 

Sin is likewise caused, at times, thru the direct intervention or 
God, for which Be plmi&hed the sinner, Yet t his Justice must not be 

questioned. (2Chron. 25,80). In the case of the census t aking t wo vast­

l y different 1nterpretat1one are r eported, the one 1n a sam. 84,1, where 

God moves David to take the numbering, and in 1 Chron. a1,1, Where Sat.an 

is the agent. Some were lead on to their destruction as 1n the case et 

Pharaoh, whose heart was hardened by God; t he sons of Eli, whom God 

wouJ.d dest roy; and those whose hearts Isaiah was urged to fatten, being 

already wicked and stmk in 1n1qu1ty. ( Ex.4,&1; 7,5; 9,18; lSam. 8,25; 

Isa1. 6 ,10.) And S1hon Who refused t o allow B.11 people to pass tbrU. 

(!!ont1t1ore, JQ.R.Vol.6,557; Deut. a,so.) 
These sins which involved r1tual1st1c v101ations were not pardoned 

nor to be expiated. No sacrifice could a11ay the wrath against Eli'• 

sons, the census taking, Aaron's sons, and Korab (Nu. 16.) '!'he ark wae 

one of the principle sources of violation• Uzzah -was punished by death 

for touching 1t,(Dsam. 6 , 7;1 Cbron. 15); and the men of Bet~Shemeah 

merel y for l ooking a t 1t. (1Sam e.19.) On the other hand the Levites 

were ble s sed. Holy things were ta.boo, except with expressed st1pulatiX>n 

and a s si gnment. Ood was not concerned with the public morallity 1n theae 

t i mes, nor 1ntract ions or such~ code, but only t.o punish offenses 

aga i nst H1mee1f. The r etribut1on 1s an off-shoot of Hia wrath; and 

extreme severity 1s 1ts consequence. (~ont1f 1ore JO.,R. Vol 3 , 8-5.) 
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God 1s d1epleaeed by any form of' w1.itedness, as a -.tter ot course, 

but He is especially concerned with "violations of the soc1&1 order, 

deseorat1on ot Hie sanctuary, or ataaoke on His covenant." He vents 

H1 s wrath 11kew1se on those who deapo11 the poor, and needJ• (lohler, 

Theo. 108; EK. a2,as; Nu•17,10; as,a; Deut. 29,10; 32,81; 1sa1.~,1e) 

H1s wrath 1s a means or moral d1scip11ne, even as the 1nJunct1ons ot 

parents guide by punishment and warning the way or their children. 

(Kbhler, Tllllo. 107). In all ana,,.aes, 1t is God who determines the 

right and wrong acts ot His children (ISam. 85,5~; 2Sam. 18,51).He 1& 

the supreme Judge between man and man, as otfeneee involving such rela­

t1oneh1p were construed as v1olat1one ot the rel1g1oue order, and H1& 

place as arbiter was undisputed. (Robt. Smith. Pro. Isr. 104). Tho God 

was inexorable 1n His Judgment, there was likewise an essence or favori­

tism 1n Hie retributive Justice. Moral faults, as such, at this time 

were not regarded as sins, and punishable as were r1tur,.l off~nees, 

(Bib.~or. Sutf. 110.) 

C0WXTIVE RETRIBUTION 

Tho the conscience of the eE\rly rel1g1ous people was perforce 

cognizant ot the individual sutferlng of 1ts members, and quite aware 

that there must have been eome discrepancy 1n a sp.atem which allowed 

the •1cked to prosper es they did, and the righteous to suffer as they 

were seen to sutfer, etlll this early mind was not alarmed nor greatly 

perturbed by it. It was t he l ack of 1nci.1vidual1am t hat pre cluded this 

puzzle. (V.on~1f1ore JQR. vo1.s,a.) Consciousness was, in fact , yet 1n 

its nascent state. In t hese early centuries the 1nd1v1dual 1'18.s oomplet.e­

ly merged in the clan of the community• All of •hose members were ac90unt 

able Jointly. Wh~le it 1e true that there are instances where tbe 1ncl1v-

1dual is blotted out, still the fam111ee, rather than its members, are 

all the same 1n sufferine . It is God who v1e1te t he 1n1qu1ty of t.h.e 
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fathers on the children unto the third and fourth generations. It 1& 

Ood who extends over these several generations, and over an entire 

community, the punishment deserved by one. 'l'he 1nd.1v1dual waa hardly 

con&eious or his own 1n41vidual 1ty in any sense . ( B1b.Wor. Sut(.117.) 

This idea persisted tmtir prophetic times, and the indivtdual being 1n 

no wise autonomous was not aware of his prerogative as a man. There wa• 

no idea of purpose nor soUl cuJ.ture behind lt .(Bib.Wor. Sutt. 117}. 

It was not the habit or th1e people to look upon r eligion as we look 

upon it, nor its relation and influence on life and soUlful desires. 

To us it might seem strange and eyen cruel, but 1t was the sett1ng ot 

their mental state to fit properly into the community, and but little 

into the life or individual beings. God was God of the tribe and people 

as a WMle, and His interest in the component parts of this group was 

only interest in a member or th• group.( Robt. Smith . Rel1g . of Sellites , 

259) ♦ " It was not the business" of this God, at t hese times, to super-

v1s.e the i ndividual by spec1e.1 dispensation or watchful interest. 

Benefits were expected, to be sure, but these were of a public nature, 
• 

t,o help the community a s a whole . Theae found acpreee1on 1n rrui tful 

seasons, greater nu~bers or flocks and herds, and success ln war. And 

when this came to pa.as, the ind1ndual sunk l nto obscar1ty, and 1t 

suff ering tore his heart, or lacerated his breast, his miserF was not a 

reflection on the deity. Indeed, we may compare 1t to the hurt or a 

small child Who 1s said to be unable to feel. It did, however, &Ive 

rise to the doctr1b.e tha t t he individual was but an evil-doer, Jus tly 

ha t eful t o the God , and hie punishment was highly Justifiable. The 

1nd1v1dua1, as in the case of David, (1 5am. 26,lt) be ing baniebed by 

Saul, " could share 1n the service of God, and enjoy the te11owab1p of 

faith only~ Virtue of being a member or the eoc1a1 rel1g1oua communi­

ty. The prlmP. object of a11 celebration and function was the promotion 

or the commonweal , not or the individual well-being." (Buttenneeer,Pro. 



11 

Isr. 321.) The entire principle was determined by the principle or 

tribal solidarity and collective reepone1b1Uty as 1t held in those 

days. Individuality was effaced, and &11 members of the group were 

a ccotmtable tor the sin committed 1n ita midst, either present or pa&. 

(Buttenw:1eaer,Job.71; Ex. 34,7; Nu.14,18; 16,21; Josh.7,10-16; aa,ao; 
2 Sam.817 1-9; 24,1-17}. 

There ia a powerful protest againet the mode or making the 111t. t1on 

sutrer because of an individual. David, after the efteet .-,r hie cens• 

i.king 1e seen to cause 7f,OOO innocent people perish, complained "I 

have sinned, and have clone Wickedly; but these sheep, what have they 

donet Let thine hand, I pray Thee, be agains t me, and against my father's 

• house. But hie protest avails naught, and shows how firmly rooted 1• 

the principle o f group eol1dar1ty, even i n the eyes of the v1et1a. 

Solidarity of race, however, has driven almost too far tor further 

bearing. (Uont1tiore JQR. Vol 5, 544. ) Even tha eighthcentury prophets 

did not deal with these questions; the problem or the 1nd1v1oual bad 

not yet been raised by sufferers. :a was collective retribution tor 

collective guilt. An entire nation must repent of its ini~u1•1 ... 

(Mont. JQR. Vol 3, 4; Joeh.7;2Sam 21; I Sam 14; a sam. 24; 11..ge. 17,1.) .. 
The religious tbot and imagination, even of the poat-ell11c period, 

still remained with the group, or nation. The ca1am1t1ee or advere1tSee 

were directly 1ntervent1ons of God. Israel was a holy nation, and thie 

r elationship involved interf erence in its course of events. Divine 

Retribution 1e one coneto.nt pr ocess in 1ts development. 'l'he 1nd1v1dual 

might be the means of bringing it about, but hla punishl!lent is 1ncorpD­

~ated in the gen~ral sutfer1ng, as in David's case of the census. 

The injured could wa1t f or the Judgment of God, meanwhile it was the 

community to be dealt w1th. 



CHAPTER II 

THE PROPHETS 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE 

PROPHETS 

The period in Israel's history when the great literary prophets 

emerge on the scene, and occupy the eta&e thru the important spiritual 

changes that go to serve their role , is one set in peculiar fashion. 

At this tille everything was a relig i ous problem, the atra1rs of the 

' state a s well as the social order. Things religious assumed their own 

special position, always tinged with these extra religious cone1der&­

tiona. Each change in national life was a specific religious challenge. 

And at this particula r time the history, l and, and conc 1t1on or Israel 

were to•• undergo the most violent upheaval they had known. Jus t 1f'b7 

God allowed these crises to follow raet upon one another's heels wae 

the cause of much exc itement and disturbance in the Dlinds of the people 

and lea d t o the heightened religious fervor thru cult, ritual, and 

sacrifi ce in order to win back or r etain the favor of this God. So 

a rdent was the desire of the peopl e to be even over-zealous , that they 

borrow~d new practices from t heir neighbors in order to su.pplement what 

they thot was lacking 1n their own worship. (Robt.Sm1th,Pro.Isr. ea.) 
Even th is brot no help, and little a ssurance, and but served to blind 

their eyes and fat t en their hearts to the eff orts of the men who truly 

understood the situation in all its terror. The common Judgmen t seemed 

to reaffirm the idea that God had f orsa~en His land and His people . 

Yet, the one manner in which they might have sought to win back !Ile 

favor was closed t o them, because their ears were closed to the measag◄ 

which He Himself inspired Hie prophets t o speak to the people a s a 

single mode ot salvation. 

The people desired to maintain fellowship ~i th God at au coat. 

and under s tood, in thc::1r lioited f ashion . thet if they f'orfe1ted th1e 

in any way t hey mi{;bt expec t a day on ~hich Hie r etribution would eeak 



them out. ((Dutt. Theo & Ethics. 124) Grim terror an1 ted those w-bo 

would be doomed t o the underworld, those w-ho did not take care to agree 

with God, Who controll ed that place as well as His own abode. On the 

contrary, those who loved Him ~ould be blessed with long l i fe and pros­

perity; He controlled t.he ~oil to furnish their needs, giving them bar­

ren desert, as ,,;rell as fertile springs. Their Goci was, after all, differ. 

ent from &he other gods, and not in a metaph,ysical but in e. practical 

sense. This wa defined in His attitude to Hie people, as they went 

their course thru history. Robertson Smith says the prophets eupp11tid 

a.11 the commentary t o Israel's history, and a11 t h a t befell Israel waa 

thru t he band of God; that this wae no t arb1 trary nor changeable in char. 

acter , but fraught w1 t h defin1 te purpose and plan, which baa Israel tor 

its object, but is positively soverdlgn to it thruout, giving way to It 

neither by indulgence of its desires nor pardon for its 1n1qu1t1es• 

11No other I'eligion can show anything parall el to this." (Robt. Smith. 

Pro. Isr. 70,71.) 

Davi dson comments that the idea of retribution i n this life 1s 
1 

Just the es eence of prophetic teaching. It is balanced by Gods mercy 

and purpose of g r ace . fot hing could foil this nor restrRin 1t. And tbru 

it His righteousness worked i n its definite Justice. (Dav1dson,Ta•o o.T. 

At this period<$ the prophets the universal God emerged, and this 

fa c t ga t here~ I ~rael into the broad sweep or international r elation. 

(Kautsch ae1. ee1. Amos,a,1~; Isa1.5,26; 10;1P;25; Jer. 1,15; 27. Ji».b~,1a 

Its chief result, however, was to stamp Israel's sin in an uruliatakenJI 

dye, and a ffix to 1t surety of retribution. Yet, repentence+ or some 

po ssible amelioration of i ts doom was held out, (Kautach,Rel.C75) and 

even promised, and would have come but for the c losed ears of the 

people. Morality and Justice were the things req_ui.red b :7 these men ot 
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God, not the ritual and oUlt they gave. (Kautsch Rel. 687; Uont1t1or• -
Hibbert, 137.) L1fe waa governed by these higher 1dea1a, their a1n was 

due to the misconception of the people. (Jere. g,24; 6,80; 18,15; JU.cab 

6 ,6-8.) 

With the bao&dening of the nation's horizon the forces gradually 

narrowed the people down to strict individualism. A more personal faith 

was required, one in whi ch the interm4Uar1ee of the r1tual1et1c system 

were hardly even n ecessary. Ethics was to take the place of rites, the 

very axie of established rel181 on n a chan~1ng, but unfortunately, it 

was shifting in a menner which wae over the hfllRde of t he people, beyond 

their hearts, w1 thout the radius of their ears, and too distant for 

their narrow visi,m to ,perceive. God, ,ms not a capricious Being, to 

be quietly offended, and as r a pidly a ppeased; to puni sh wilfUlly, be­

cause of want of favor1t1am 1 to continue amoral as He had ~en. No• He 

was moral in the strictest sense, and Just to a point of exorab1lity. 

As God wae becoming moralized and i nd1Vidual1zed, 1t was the one means 

of salva tion f or Hie people t o apply themselves t o this Hol y example. 

(Bib.Wor.Suff . 118) 

At t he same time, however, Robertson Smith poi n ts out that,the 

prophets were not concerned primarily with t he a man.dment of ind1v1~ual 
II 

s inners. The na ti on was their c oncern. But, as he points out, They 

were too practica l not to know t hat t he path of nati ~nal amendme~t iS 
II ( to g et rid of the evil-doers, and put better men 1n their place. Pro. 

tsr. 107.) And can this, after all, be so very removed from 1nd1v1dual-

1sm~ 

The s e prophets are, therefore, di 1:ectly responsible for att.acking 

t he problem of suffering, stating it, and bringing it before the people 

of Israel. This v ery idea of ftetr1but1 on becomes one of the most vital 

consider a tion f or them, both on the large scale of the nation, and then 

on the component entities which grow i nto the national group, the ~" 
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individual. (Bib.Wor. surr.11a.) They knew that the retribution wa1 

a r i Bhteoue measure. Yet the great stumbling block was that this in­

volved the righteous as well as the wicked . But th1s, at this time,•• 

because a11 sutrering was in the nation's fate• each i n41vidtitl "88 

linked with his people, and their destiny. The int1ma~y of the relation 

ship between God and Israel precluded Juet such. God was the Spring or 

llorality, Bis task was to inspire the elimina tion of e1nfuir-esa . This 

re1at1onahip was indeed a living one . nan could seek God within the 

domain of h1a own self, if he would but hearken to the vo ice emanating 

from his in..'1ermos t being. 

The prophets could not reel any confidence 1n the people reeponlld.ng 

to such a d1v1r.e opportunity. In spite of conditions they persevered, 

yet they saw t he bopet&Sness of their task. A11 that seemed high and 

magnificent in the state appeared tainted to t hem, and as a blasphemy 

to the nPture of the Deity. Professor Cheyne saya : 11The idea of 

eminence, pride and opposition t o God, melt into each other in the Old 

Testament ." (Mon.t1f1ore JQR.Vol 6.530. IsPi ,2,13-l?;Job 4o,ll,12;pa. 

75, a .) 

This change in the religious order is described by Dr. Buttemnes 

as being the result of the prophets, thru their conception of God's 

Divine immanence . His presence in the human was forever determined and 

established by their words. No l onger able to fill the confines or 

nation and cotmtry, but within the breast or'ind1vidua.1&,His awa1 wae 

even l a rger than their heart&. It meant religious righteousness, and 

emphasis was 1a1d on God'• absolute Justice, and man's righteous living 

(Buttenwieser, Book Job, 71.) Rel i g i ous pi ety was their basis of true 

faith . Tribal r esponsibility, mediatorsb1p, and sacrifice must go for­

ever. The consciousness of God because He 1s · a "present God",the moral 

obliga tion and t he desi:•e f or Justice and rir hteousness bec&u6e He 1• 



a "Holy God", were to take their places. 11 This conception of relig­

ion makes a new era 1n the religious development or Israel, tor tbru 

it religion became dissociated from the confines of nation and country; 

it ceased to be a part and parcel of the politico-social order, into 

which a man was born, and became preeminently t.he concern uf t.be 

1nd1v1dual." { Buttenwieaer Pro. Isr. 322) 

• 



The reguJ.ar ty or laJ&el' • p\.S\1•~ e:,t. nd r npt1on aet tor1.b 

1"\ Juda•• • ., of t.en repeated lead• • •llba\laen 1n h1a •Proleaoa•na• to 

••1 : " The h1•t.or cal ~actor• .~ th 1cb the rel1g1o • pragaatla 

here baa to do are ao un1fora t.!'\at he 1~1Y1~ l ;,,er1~• 1n re&ll t.y 

need ~l; t n be !'~lled • ! t h Ute !lmber r e year• . " ( Jud . 5.i-1., 

12- i •; &; 8,53-;10 , a , 13 ,1.) nt! t2 o r• 11kewlae co en~• on 1• 

•rb:,thm.1c repetlt.lon or aln, r un11t.-n t. , 

JQ.R, Vol J , &.) 

Th• Jue~ retr1 b:Jt.l.>n for a na U r. ' • 1n• 1 • •t. t'ort.b •• coa1 

rr.,11 n a oral 0->d , and aho•• eaoen 1ally a prophetic 1ntl uen.ce. HoweYer, 

•• put. 1nto practi ce, they flre ut.ured 1n d~t.lc t.on•• • and t oun1 

t i e1r•exprea•1on ln t he collect i ve au/fer ng by t.h.1• rb,yt.bl 1n ~ ur 

beat.•. • (Blb. or. Sutt . 110) All the nil • , h eyer, e nat.ed rro■ 

Ood a a ret.z-1 bu~ '\ry aea a ••, and aurr er1 ~ 1 • due to II ral •• .... u • • 

rl tual 11ot.l vea. 



PROPHETIC lfOV:Ell!!lff 

While the books or the Prophete s eem to draw a d1v1d1ng llne in 

many respects between the first parts and balance of the Bible, •h11• 

it appear• that these 1nd1-Y1dual• seem to stand out 1n new light tro■ 

all that baa gone before, it 1a t1levertheleae true that little bee1de 

themselves, and the particUlar t h ings tor •h1ch they stood. were 1n av-;, 

way atr1.k1ngly d1t1'erent. '!'be m.1.nd ot the people was hardly changed. 

Their course or natural developme•nt was normal under the c1roumetancea 

and conditions •h1ch produced i t .. Their belie fs and ideas had become 

almost permanently fixed. It 18 l ittle wonder that dear ears were turned 

to the Blll&ll band of men who helplessi, beat their winge aga,nat stowe 

bar riers• The even, or mieven, current of the people flowed on beedleaaly 

to 1ts unmistakable conseqaences ,, ~11e thru this .current there shot 

S1lZa with swift and 1nc1a1ve blo,..., these potent and las ting streams. 

Rather than complete aas1milat1o:n there turned out d1eoord. For these 

people now gorged w1 th t1xed conv1ot1ons and bel1eta , now able to •u•­
ta1n themselve s materially; th1nk1ng that they could placate their God, 

and perhaps 1nt1m1date Him, had little patience With the adverse etr-,gt 

of •e• winds blowing against the,1r a1ready too well eet sa1l8 • There 

was 11 ttle deviation on e1 ther E11de. The current flowed on t o 1 ts dea­

truct1on, and t he strea m within 1t turned not t o left nor right ' <>flt• 

purpose. 

J AHWIS~r CODE 

"The Jahwist code 1s a ree1Lll.t of the ea rliest prophe t s, tboae be­

fore even Amoe. I t ante-dates 'Ezekiel considerably, anc. shows that a 

euff1c1ent m1nor1ty of rig hteous men can obtain the sa1vat1on of the 

wi cked . ( B1b . Wor. 119f Gen . 1 8 ,17.) An exp1anat1on of suffering 1s 

contained i n early Genee1s . (3,16-1~ .) 
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AMOS 

The f irst clear note 1n a11 the medl,y ot devel1opment came from Amoa, 

the shepherd of Tekoa. I mpelled by a power greater than hilllselt, and 

moved by an 1rreaietable force. he confronted Ierae1 and beat down upon 

it with a power Mw11■ errect of Which is still resotmding. The a1tU!Uon 

he clearly took 1n. It muet have ,rrung his heart no little to realize 

the 1nev1 table course which events must take. But it was not W1 thin 

him to color hie f eelings or hie prejudice&. one clear path lay ahead. 

He was guided by a ep1r1t •·n1ch he could not withstand, even tho 1t -.,u1d 

have been an easier course to pursae. But the Lord had spoken , and he 

could but prophesy. 

A new note 1s sounded 1n Amoeft preaching. Heretofore Iarae1'a sh 

had come from a more or 1eee course of practice. R1.tual1st1c discrepancy 

s eems to stand out, and sacrifice and offering werE, sufficient to 

placate the deity, and also to salve the consc1encEte The new order, tho 

assumes vastly different proportions. It le no lo11t;er so much a matter 

of taUlt t hat the hands commit, and can r estore . Now it 1s a matter It 

the heart.--the very seat of 0-od' e indwelling. It it3 moral and ethio&.l 

sin now. The new order 1s a moral order, and Isra,~1 • s eins become or 

such a kind . (Robt. Smith. Pro. Isr. 152,) It was no l onger a matter 

of adhering strictly t o the cUl t and r1 t ual, any d1ev1ation of which 

produced sln and tranegrees1on. But now 1t became . 1n the eyes or Amos, 

a ~in, to adhere and follow this very course. (Amos a,t,8;4,4; s ,s,aa.~ 

Religion became a social organism, {Ketman,Rellg . Jar. Vol.1 ,61.) , al 

thP. practice of ethics was to be the mainstay of it. It was too deplora­

ble to l ook upon the sanctuary and SP.e 1n i t tLe v-ery seM. and center or 

guilt• To find therein that Justice was twisted (A.mos 2,6;~f10;5.7j 

s ,•-6 .) and morality perverted. (Amos 2,7 & 8; 6.) The courts coul.d 

no longer be trusted to administer justly. Man , &II .a ■Jttlrf o~· tlo&,tl&4 
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no refuge aeyv1here-- and he had not yet oor.ie to tho point where he might 

a.a.ve :followed A.mos, G'\d he been able to rea11ze t~Lt the indwelling or 

3-od 1n hie being would have enabled hlm to stand a]Ll else. Still he 

could not go quite this long way yet. God asked but that Justice should 

be in the land., but this was too much to ask of a people steeped in a1n. 

(Amos 6.,24; l,a7; 5,14-15.) 

CouJed With the rank injustice of cond1t1ona, and the utter down 

fall of, or perhaps one should say, the ae yet comiriletely unawakened, 

moral consciousness, was the era of prosperity i n irnich the nation 

found 1 teelf. " It ~ e t,he 1nJmt1ce or these conl~t.tlone •••••• llnd the 

undue inflation of the nation at large, because of the euoceeatul 1asue 

~f the wars or Jeroboam II., tnat fired the soul of Amos t o wrath, and 

t o the belief t ha t retribution must follow." (Butt,enwieser,Pro.Ier.185.) 

:...-i.: ao t h e keyno te of the entire preachment i s struck when Amoe pro­

nounces the inevitable doom.(Amos 4,8,?,g,10,11 .) 

It le no me~e snap Judgment nor hasty thotlees utterance that 1& 

spoken . Behind 1 t a11 is the impelling force of God which makes him 

speak, then comes the deternd.ned conviction of the pun1ehment~.._d tbru 

1t all the splend1d,log1cal and poweetUl. arriva l at the final cl imax. 

His roll cal l ot t~e nat1ons removes f orever the bo undary and c1rcua­

scr1bed position of God. Uni~ersa11n begine to be a keynote In Israel 

t ilru laos. All the nA.t1c,ns must race Judgment, ror· a11 have departed 

from the beaten track. This roll call of nations is ae the slo•, sort 

o:ainoua ~1ng of stringed instruments wh ich finally leads up t o tlle 

crashing crescendo of Israel's inclusion. {Amoe 1,S; 2,5,6.) Because 

~oc. hae l avished more care on His people, therefore He shall exact more 

respons1b111ty from them.( Robt . Smtth. Pro. Iar . 152.) In the former 

days 1t was the doctrine of ravoritlsm that retribution assumed. Now 

the 1nclue1on or the moral issue abandnns this. (uont1f 1ore. JQ.R.Vol.3,8 

God is ruler of heaven and earth;(Amos 5,8; 4,15); Israel is not Hie 
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strength and assurance which comes only to him who 14vea a life ot 

righteousness and is at one with God." ( Buttenw1eser Pro. Isr. 109.) 

"To every man 1s given ~ccording to his ways, according t.o the fruit 

o! lus ddeds." (Jere. 17,10b) It Will be seen from th1e verse in the 

Con.tession that man 1e absolutely dependent on God, and that hie salva­

tion Will rest on whether he places this trust in Him or· not. 

Jeremiah's strength, which enabled him to pursue, without wavering. 

his stolid and bitter, and compelling course, was nerived solely from 

the reliance he placed Ol\ God. Despite hie suffering he tel t 1f1 t,b1n h1s 

hear.t ot hear~ this same reliance God placed in him. Together w1 th his 

impelling fa1 th he 11%ew1se derived from t his selfsame Fountainhead• 

hie hope, and whatever com.~o~t h1B sftUened life ,rae to know. His reason 

and his heart pr~mptir.g were complements of each other. It all came 

thru the sewere lesson of h1A own drastic life. {Buttenwieser Pro. Jar . 

323.) Hie surety and hie mission comes from t he imp11c1t coneciouenesa 

tha t transcends even the most d1scourage1ng moments. He is poei tive 

of h1 s innocence, and knows tl1at his suffering 1s because of the pro­

phetic call Which he has sounded within hie bosom. His sutfer1fl.g, tor 

truly t hat is wha t it is, is because of his sorrow for his people, and 

his conviction that thetr ears and hearts are closed, closed beyond 

' even the faintest ho•e of hear1ng a sound whi ch comes from Gods voice 

as he speaks it. (B1b.Wor. Buff. 125.) 
But Just as these peo,.e could not hearken bacauee they could 

not understand, so Jeremiah was forced to affix some reason r esulting 

from thia too. He came to the realizetion that the "divine world econ­

omy" must ever r AJ'.118.in an hidden page to the eyes of man. And so all 

th.at ls within t he pner of man S.• lo sense hie neat'nese and closeness 

to God, and see~ Him by livi ng in such harmony. And this spells pros­

per1 ty for man, only t h1B . To Jeremiah this was h1 e one comfort and 

solace, it was the "supreme good" for him, and this alone has suet&1ned 



and upheld him thru llll the bi t•erness and revilement of h1 s enemies-­

his own people. But this he had and "1f I have but Thee, I care not 

about Heaven nor ear th." (Pa. 73,23; Butten1tieser,Pro. Isr. 11~-120) 

This assurance led him to hold out hope and assurance that there would 

be a r e turn despite the impending destruction. So certain was his 

faith that he even had land deeded to himself to be retri?.red after the 

r eturn. (Jere. a:5,3,4; 24,7,10; 30,2,18; 31,31-14; 32,57.) Yet his 

t main a s surance was his trust in God,fnd hie consc i ousness of Gode 

trust in him, 1ndwel l1 ng 1ti th! n h1 e own heart. 



EZEKIEL 

Ezekiel lived during and thru one of the most eerious and epochal 

periods of Israel's history. He came at a time wben, so to speak, Israel 

was bridging the vast gap which lead trom homeland into 

i n t he t o•••-..,• or the earlier prophets be like■1ee foresaw the onco11,. 

ing seige and destruction of his people. (Ezek. 4,1-,16,17; 5,14; G,4; 

12,5.) Yet hie •or~ is not so much consumed With this, because ot the 

nearness of that a11 •~orbing event in t heir history. As a matt er or 

fact this proi--t is given more to reeetablishmant and rebuilding, tban 

prospec t ive and threatening preachment of doom. This latter he tbotldly 

understood and accepted. In fact, there was no rffc~uree , eueh an event 

was before h1 s very eyes. He did not require prediction and conjecture 

when the very arm1es were before him. H1 e recourse ,rae to annoW1ce that 

it was the Judgment or Ood, and that, thru such Jud8ment was God vindica­

ted. (Ezek. 14,5; 16,48,51,SQ; 17,12) 

And so it shall not be with t he problems of the doom, nor the 

political aspects of Israel that we ehhll treat this prophet, but in­

stead h1e conceptions of the problem ·of retribution and punishment and 

eurter1ng,.ln short, hie treatment of the individual and the forces 

tha t play 1n his 11re. 

With him we find the clearest pronouncemat of an 1ndiv1dual1•Uc 

conc~on. lt'hile Jeremah b&d a1ready fort!luJ..ated 1 t he did not go qu1 te 

the l ength tha t EZek1el did. With p1t1leee lo~~e he e)CJ"ounded thi! 1n­

d1v1dual t heory. The sum of it all 1a. the son never suffers owtng 

to hi a t a ther' a faults, nor the latter ow1n5 to his eon' a, but, each 

f r om his own sins. (Bib. Wor. Suff. 120.) Hie doctrine 1n its shart, 

and prec1Ee formulation 1& little better than mecha*1cal, yet 1t does 

not preclude development whj ch later emerged into a more noble doctrme. 

At first, however, it 1e t. ~rd and ~aet. But this fit 1n well w1th ·the 

~ 



events current at the time. He predicted the punishment, and promised 

it. Bu~ this was tor the guilty alone. The virtuously acting shall 

live. (Mont1t1ore JQ,R. Vol. 3, 5.) The 1nd1v1dual came to the fore as a 

result ot the fall and eX1le. (lbntitiore,H1bbert,852;l'9, Vol.3,t; 

JQR. Vol. 5,545; gautsch,Rel. 702.) 

Against the idea of a solution in Genesis 18, Abraham pleading tor 

the righteous of Sodom, and the proverbial righteous men, Noah, Job, 

and Dan1el--ne1ther of whom could eave the entire guilty people, EzelUel 

believed tha t the 1ndiV1dual righteousness of tbeee certain exceptio•l 

few men DJl:ll eparedi.hem. This justifies the del!l.a.nds made by God 1n the 

name of Justice and love, for God takes no delight in exo.cting death 

from the e1nner--only that the wicked shall turn from hie evil ways and 

live. (B1b. Wor. Sutt. 120; Ezek. 18,23.) Thia reflects on the moral 

conv1ot1on of EzAkiel if not on his c1ear insight. And it was no little 

thing for a character, even with the exceptional qual1t1es which Ezekiel 

must have poseessed, to have dar~d to issue t his doctrine into a world 

such as he lived in. "once and for a11 he ref uted the idea of guilt 

tranem.1 salon a nd heredi t,,.,e1n and punishment" says Kobler 11ins1sting on 

t he doctrine that personal reeponeib111ty alone determines Divine 

retr1but1on. 11 (Ezek.18,80}. But here a ne"W element aff ects Divine Re­

tribut1 on. God 's l one suffering and mercy do not desire the i mmediate 

puni shment, t he death of the sinner: he should be given time to return 

t o a better~ode of l ife. {Ezek . 1e,2S,32 .tohler Theo. 299,) There is 

no d :)ubt that circumstances bore and nurtured h is doctrine. Thie is 

probably not different frnm t he ascension and promulgation of all doc­

trine ti of belier. ~he men of t he exile were m.turally astonished at 

God ' s treatment of the innocent; children bearing t he punishment for 

somet hing thei r f orebears did awakened t hem; 1n all likelihood, !or 

the first time t o what Jeremiah had stri ven in vain t o din 1nto their 

closed ears. Ezekiel stepped into th•s quanda~ and pushed his r esults 
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to a dee~er end. God was, after a11, Just; and He considers the lndiv-
1 

idual, n•toniy the communl ty--accord1ng to the rules or etric t Justice• 

And from t h is cane hle famous d1ct~n or the sour grapes, condemning 

the children for the e1n e or the fathers . Thie which he refuted by stat­

ing in almost dogma tic fierc,ness : "The aouJ. tha t sinne~h, it shall 

d18 . •• ' Bib f' 1 ) , • Wor. Suf • 20; Ezek. 18,17-BO Ezekiel came to be in one 

sense t he co,llforter of his people, those who felt they were 1nnovent. 

On the other hand t he exiles were sun7. in a ~epair and guilt , and their 

conscience could all.ow no solace to de r 1 ve from such a message . ( Y•:mti­

flo1re. JQ,R. Vol 3 , 4.) But t o t hese he held out the hope ,r repentence, 

and even urged i t. (Eze~. 18, 23;33,ll . ) 

The 9'lut1on of t he problem was f itted equal l y well to every case, 

even with mechanical exactness , a nd di d a<!count, as far as 1 t went, f or_ 

-- all suffering . Thi s , theref ore , came t o be t he adopted view ot autrerlng 
. ,-------- ' 

1n all pns t- exil1c 11ter ~t lll"e . (B1~. ~or. Su.fr . l30.) To all he held 

out_ t he c~netP.nt ho;,e ,1f God , a nc. a God t h " t dwelt wlth1n 1 v.-tthln the 

.::s).11 r,m i !.J . (Ezek. 37,27;41,35) With H1.n they would walk again. ( Ezek. 

11,1g,~~ ; 36, ~6,27.) And He would restore them. (Ezek . 11,17;34,12; 

36;8; "37,35-28; 30,26-.) 

This view of Ezekiel's, which ca~e at the exlle, rouna its b.1ghe■t 

developmen-"t. later when it was oryatal~zed into theological dogma and 

-enunciated by the so-called fri ends or Job. Thia i s t o be trea ted later. 

At presen t there l s t h1s convic tion or 3zek1el'a wh1oh must be consid-

ered . As the j nd1v1dual came into hi e position of prominence in th• 

question of suffering, it seems but na tural that the fulle r considera­

tion ls O"JUnu. t o y ield one more fruit; na mely the exl'l~na tion of su.t­

fertng ner .!!!• I t 1a hardly ingenious to see what was t1?.turall7 forth­

com1ng, tha t there ".l\Ust have been some sin t o produce this· turter1ng . 

In general then, reward and punishment follow directly on the beele 

of rif;u~eoue and unrighteous living reepect1vel1 tEzek. 18;3~,12-iO). 
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He goes so far as to say that if punishment is visited upon a guilty 

community, the righteous will be spared." ( Ezek. 14,15-2C; Buttenneser 

Book Job, 74.) 

As a Just punishment this idea brought cruel suffering for personal 

sins. Ezekiel intended to give fUllest force to the gravity of sin, 

and to affix 1 t onto man as a means of awa:cen1ng hi:n 'to his 1nd1 vidU&l 

respons~bility. Yet, it is surely possible that reasonableness of the 

part of some of his contemporaries convi nced them that there a re cer­

tain sufferings for which we ca n be only indirectly responsible, if 

at a 11 . (B1~. Wor. Suft. 120.) Yet it must have been strange to affix 

on to the righteous the utter condemna tion t hat this all inclusive doc­

trine involved. What could be said, according to him, to the suffering 

or a Jeremiah, and later on, Job, who faced the same question, and an-

- ewered 1 t 1n a manner totally different from anything Ezekiel could 

have -tuot of. But from now on this doctrine of no suffering w1 thout 

sin ca me to be the recognized nne from bis time. (Btb.Wor. Sutt. 121~ 

While this view was gener all ----- bjld, Dr. Buttenneae r referring to th• - .. -- -- ... 
" 11 II d·octrine in his Book of Job , says, But al tho Ezekiel aacr1 bed ~ 

sanction or divine authority to the belief in a rigidly individual~ 

re~ribution, declaring t~~ old view ~r collective retribution null amt 

void, the new belief d id not ta~e root in the minds of the people dur­

' ing t he exile." ( 75) A general view on the inception of euoh a be11et 

r efers t o 1t as being contrary t o sound com:non sense, and actual exper-

~,t_ ud ience, nad the grea test success, and became t he leading dogma of J aam 

trom the exile on. (Bib.Wor. Suff. 120). 

Thru the propagation of su0h doctrines of' 1nd1v1dual1ty a nd eu!1!­

er ing f i•ora s i n, it is unquestionably easy to see the effect that Ez•lt.1•: 
had both on his time, and the development of later Jewish Theology. To­

day, many adhere t o this very idea i n an attempt t o expl a in both !uttar­

i_ng as well as blessing. That he 11as a vital atep in t.he development~ 

the doctrine of retribution is hardly neaeaaary t o state. 
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PRIESTLY CODE 

lfhen the Law of Hol1neae anc the Priestly Code came lnto being 

it was then that the individualietic point of view, eo greatly stressed 

by Eze~1el came into prominence. (Buttenwieser Book Job 74-75) The 

lawgiver addressed himself, therefore, to the individual. Higher 

motives began to be the a ppeal to men, and no longer were the so-called 

uoutward blessings" held out. Ezekiel as well as Leviticua 2e revealed 

this• The i dea of holiness was to be gotten 1n mind, and the leg1slators 

of this Code were not concerned with M k ing any concession■ to the 

people, or appealing t o their lower ins tincts, such as s eeking the things 

which seemed pleasant in their eyes. ( Uontif1ore JO.,R,Vol 3,10) 

In the Priestly elements of the Pentateuch and Chronicles we 

the remnants of the old notion of violent and fatal retribution, follow­

ing upon the violation of God's holiness. Uhoever shall bear 1n1quit7, 

even Aaron and his eona,shall die. (Montifiore JQR,Vol3,Q; Ex.28,35,~; 

Lev. 10,2-7; 16,2;Nu.1,53;4,26;8,19Jl6,4~; 17,3; 1 Chron.15,13; 11Cbron. 

28,11) Guilt brnught material punishment direct to the individual, ••n 
a s meritorious conduct was rewarded with bl essing, Be Holy, for I am 

Holy. (Montifiore ,JQ,R.Vol 3, 10. Lev. 19; i6,12;Ex. 29,45; Ezek.37,87; 

48,35.) God was to a venge all violations of holiness, Aaron's sona were 

not an exception, nor the Levites who bore the Ark, and Just as Uzziah 

was stricken. ( Lev. 10; 1 Chron 15,13; 2 Chron ae,lg; Ex. 28,35,43; 

Lev. 16,2; Nu. 4,lo,20; 8 ,lg; 16,46;1? ,13) hroni cles likewise show• 

t hi s r el a tion between sin and retribution, ( Montifjore Hibbert 448; 

2 Kgs. 23,25 ; 2 Chron 35,21,22; 1 Chron.5,20,25,26;10,13,14; a Cbron. 

10 , 15 ; 12 ) 1 in Josiah's case , t here wa s none before nor after 11~e h2D. 

outside the Priestly elements of t he Pentateuch, the doc~lne 

of neasure f or Measure is abandoned. It does not deal after our sin, 

nor reward for iniquities, says Mont1tiore. ( JO~.Vo15,0. ) 
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POST EKll.IC PFlUOD 

A word n~•d be said of the course of the doctrine in the Post­

EY.il1c period. Conditions bad changed greatly, the very foundationa 

of 11f~ and all its a spect of living had been shaken by the violent 

qµake. Yet, thruout it al~, it 1a ataange to see how tenaciously the 

people held to their traditional belief in older doctrines. Despite 

the suffering they were undergoing, they firlllly thot tha t their suffer­

ing was but the ac tua l result of sin, t he very retribution which they 

merited. Their iniquities and guilt had piled up beyond their heads. 

(Ezra 9,6.) Their fathers bad been the ones who dealt pr oudly, now 

t hese children could not hol• up their heads.( Nehe.0,16;Hag.2,17; 

Zech. 1,4 f; 8,14.) How could this belief have changed , they bad seen 

no a melioration of their suffering, n oa e of the pr ophecies had been 

fUlfilled. They bewailed their fate, and implored God to lessen the 

burdens they thot their ancestors had piled upon theiv well roun~ed 

shoulders~ "Remember not agains t us the iniquities of our forefathers; 

, Let Thy compassion speedily come to meet us; For we are brought very 

low." (Ps . 79, 8 ; Nehe,1,6 r; 9,16m Ezra ,g,7; Zech.?.) 

Beca use of f ollowing other nations, and adopting strange cults 

were these sufferings brot upon . the people . It is these nations which 

cause Judah's fall. ( Zeph.1,4,6 t9,15. ) And there is no escape for the 

people as a resu.l.t. (Zeph. 2,3). Habakkpk thot Israel more r~hteous 

than other nations, and as~ed how God , whose eyes were too pure to 

behold evi l, who coa:td not look upon mischief, could see the wicked 

swall ow up the r1ghteoust (Hab. 1 , 13) The Chaldeano must have been 

but the ins t rument of Ood to be used to correct Israel, and make it 

s •·• e the evil of its ways, i n order to tu-n from teem and live. 

{Uont1f1ore J Q,R.Vo13 ,7 .) Why should Israel deserve such treatment aa 

she was now receiving? (Isa1 . 47,6) It was truly the yokeotthe gentUes 
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they were bearing, the cruelty these nations imposed on Israel; they 

thot they were hurting God by doing so. Yet, God woud see the tears 

of His children and avenge them. (pa. 56,0;18,48; 53,18,1Q;5,10;7,le) 

God Will not only avenge His people, but He will shatter the veJJ 

heaven and earth t o vind14ate them. (Hag. 2,7,21.) His people shall 

be reestablished, and avenged, a nd finally vindicated. ?ho they suffer 

now, and seek for reason as to why their lot eboUld be so bard, t hey 

are to be finally vindicated and justified," For the day of the Lord 

is near upon all nations." (Obs d .1,15; Joel, 4,1 f; Zeph, 3,8; Micah 

4 , 11-15 .) 



DEUTmo-ISAIAH 

The advent ot Cyrus, and his position as one who had direct band 

in shaping JeW1eh history, is perhaps, r e sponsible for one of the 

greatest or the prophets. This man, referred to as Deutero-Isaiah for 

want of a better designation, bas been the cause of considerable com­

ment, disputation, and controversy among the exegetes. A variety of 

impressions are gathered from hi~ writings by these scholars, and the 

points of interpretation are so diveree t hat it 1s as difficult to 

reconcile them, as it is to set the various views down. It shall there­

fore be our purpose, n o t to seek harmonizat1on,but mere ly, t o point 

out a s nearly as possible the correct estimate of th1e writer and his 

treat.ment of our particular subject. 

There . :ar e severa l point s which must be determined a t the outset, 

i n order t ha t the specific vi ew here in set f orth may have its ground 

wor k . In the first pl ace . the problem of suffering 1s trea ted by this 

pr ophet only incidentl y. "The heart of t he pr oblem is left untouched." 

(Buttenwieser Boo~ J ob , 83 .) In J ob it is a question of s uf f ering 

primarily, with t his, a lmost alone , t h e wr iter grapples, and it is 

t r ea ted strictly f r om the i nd i vi duali s tic point of new, or its result 

on t he hu;.no.n soul. But in Deut ero-Isa i ah it aseumee t he pha s e of 

efficacy &a t hi s accrues to others. Vlhi l e the crux of the problem 18 
II II 

t rea ted in cha pt ~rs 52 : 13-53:12, t hi s i s onl y 1nci dently an answer 

to t he ques tion . Another point i s t hat , cont r ary t o a number of cr1-
t.i cs, Deu tero-Jea 1ah i n hie writings spea:te ') f t he s ervant--the suffer­

i ng s e rvant - -a s Isr ael. 11 The suffering of Israel i s pe r eon1f1eci by_ 

the _s erva nt ." ( But tenwieser, Book J ob, 83; Driv er,rsa.1. ~ 153.) -Uany o f t h< or 1tice trea t t his servant as one suffer ing vica riousl.y, 

a n c. thn.t h i s gr ea t wor t h is his atonet'lent by s uch s uff ering for the 
,, 

s i ns o f o t here . (Dri v er,IsRL 1 54 ) Hontifi or e shc,ws ue t he unique 

pi cture" of t hi s suff t,r i ng servant, suf fering which he unde rgoes 
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consciously , for the s ins nnd well-being of others . ( JQ.."q. Vol.3,5.) 

It would, .from this as well as o t h er writirl6B similar to this, shFd a 

pecu11ar light on our enti re problem of suffering an.cl retribution to 

have it treated in t he manner of vicarious suffering. That thie sh◊Ul.d 

nbso1ve Israel from 1 ts own sin s is hardly possible, since from such 

a treatment it is more likely t he sufferer must be consid ered as aa 

individual. This can hard1y be posited, however . The vriter of these 

v-eraea does not thin~~ t hR t Israel's sinning is over even now, much 

less, already atoned for . Israel's sin, interpreted by some a s bei ng 

over1 her retrib~tion a1ready ma.de , is not actuall y the caee . (Isa i.40,2) 

The redemption of Isra el 1 s n~t an end in itsel~ , but a means to an 

end . Thi~ chapter p oints to a ne• era dawning for Israel , an era brought 

a1>0ut by God, who is t he sole Goci of the universe . And Israel is not 

only already 11 11 11 • ti paid off in her guilt . but i s ea y e t steepen 1n e1n1 - - __;~- - ---
:md if thP-re is t o be any del.iver ance a t a.11, 1t ahall come only a s 

a means of God' s grace . ~Bu t tenwieser Book Job , 83) And Israel's suf­

ferit'lG i s ~:m sidere::l n ::> t from !sra el' e point o~ view, t ha t is, subject­

ively, but from tlle standpoint of the nations around ber . Theee con­

s ider her, as com!)B-rec. t o t h61r own gti.1lt. a lmost pure and blameles s, 

s ince t hey have gone !!luch fi:i.rther from God's ways than ha.a Israel. 

! Ieai.53) 

God was now to help Isra el and in doin~ so it woUlc ultima tely 

be restored . His help should be manifest in many ways. (rsa1. 40,10; 

46,13 ; 51,2~; 54 , 7;p17.) But thru Cyrus this would be chiefl7 brought 

about. {Isa1. 41,2; 44,28; 45,1; 46,11 .) G-od has a gr eat purpose for 

Israel, H1a servant, to play, and t his purpose ie its role to the 

other nations • .Aareat moral purpoee,1~ living such 1t becomes a true 

servant of God , ~nd God's missionar y to the people. (1sa1. 41,8,Q; 

42, 1--; 4P,1--; 51,4; sn,13--; 53. ) Indeed, from the time of 

Abraham was Israel destined for thi s role, but she had to go thru 



much before she was ripe to act her role as m1ssionary. (Isai. 41,8,g; 

42,1; 43,10,15; 44,l-; 46,3,4; 51,2.) Our author 1s not, ~ s other 

prophets were, inspired by the retrospe ct of Israel's sins and coming 

doom, but r a ther by the glorious prospect of deliverance for the peo­

ple, and a coming broader spirit in mankind. Cyrus, and his rise to 

power, ,·.-as the f oundation of his hope. Here must b e the dawn of a new 

era, a glorious revelation of God. Thie would entail the m1e6ion of 

Israel, as set for th in the Ebed J ahweh songs. Thie deliverance, as he 

conceives of 1t 1n hie religious idealism, is high above t he per1shalll.e 

things of t he earth, when seen thru the light of God and His world p»n 

of salvation, 1t 1s universa l i sm, befor e whi ch all else must van1sh. 

Israel is privileged to suffer for the whole world . Universa14sm 1s 

t h e final step in the ideal of t he prophet . 

11Look1ng out into the future he associ a tee the restore t1on ot 

Israel with t he extension of Israel's r eligion t o the gentiles." 

( Dr1ver,Isa1. 140) Thi s promise is not because of meritorious conduct 

i n Israel's past, for it has been guilty even in exile, but for rTOd's 

own sa~~e He t.a s blotted out !srael' s sins, and will "rem11mber them 

no more." (Driver Isai.148; Isai. 48,26.) And I srael shall lead the 

nations to God, thru its own red emption, and 1n its new and divine 

purpose. 

It was probably ber.o.use of the still t heoretic and philosophical 

nature of t he problem If suffering tha t the writer left i t almost un­

touched . (Sib .Wor.Suff. 124 .) Yet his trea t ment of the righteous 

sufferi ng is a paean and an hymn alm'1s t a s deep as 1 t is original. 

one vmt~er says tlia t t his servant is an everlasting type of the eu!f er­

i tlG righteous, "whether it be an individual or t he pereonltication of 

Israel." This suffe ring has t he redempti on of t he world tor its 

raison s'.tl!:!., and 1& 1ts role i n the divine m1ss1on . Re takes on him­

self the sins of ot hers , tha t 1lh1ch the wi c~ed deserved to endure, 
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and becomes answerable With them. And 1n t h1s suffering 1s the true 

character of Israel's atonement. (B1b.Wor. s urr. 123-4) 

Thie idea or suffering , 6Spec1ally tha t eet forth in 62:13-53:ls, 

owes, .then, its birth to religious and spiritual thot, rather than to 

philosophy. The debt of the world, herein conceived , is due rather to 

Lsrael, than t o Greece. ( (Mont1f1ore,JQ,R.Vol.5,575.t In this Isaiah 

t~e suffering of the people 1s over-shadowed by this new interpreta­

tion_ this great role and v1s1on of Israel's restoration and regenera­

tion of manki!'ld.. "Isaiah 1s so carried away by th1e v1s1on t hat the 

-casual reader of his book 1s altogether oblivious t o t he problem or 

suffering." (Buttenwieser,Book Job, 84) 

However, suffering there must have been, Just a s suffering t he 

1a, ~nd shall ever be-...a.nd so: "In the l ife of every day, no 1ese t 

in great crises antl mighty deeds; in the wil ling acceptance of eu!ter-

1?\o, e~metimes self-chosen, and someti mes inflic ted from "1thout; in 

the Joyful sharing of a common burden; in the l ove whi ch a lmost welcomes 

pains i f so be t hat anot her's anguish be lessened ; in t he 1ne, more 
t 

glorious still, which bravely carries the transferred weight of another e 

sin, here 1a the 53rd Chapter of Isaiah a t111 exercising 1t1 potent 

1l\1'luence f or good, still ex;1a1n1ng pain and expla ining evil so tar 

a s any explanation 1.S accessibl e or advisable f or man." (Montifiore, 

JQR . Vol. 5, ) This writer hardly meant t he personified Israel, yet. 

he means to show, and beaut ifu.1.1.y, Just t his idea of ubiquitous and 

eternal suffering , and attempts, at least, an:~ explanation of i ts 

wherefore and why. And in the setting of his w.,rde, we shall subet1 tute 

Israel and allow him to bear theee burdens until he shall have a ccom-

' plished t hat glorious mission of the Divine, and borne the world e Sina 

as well as 1ts own until i t 1ead a r egenera ted mankind "with clouds of 

gl ory tra iling, t o God, ll'ho 1 s 1 ts home." 
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THE PSAI,MS 

The general aspect of the Paalma 1a, of neceee1ty, vastly differ­

ent than the previous booka considered. Com:poeed b~ many --r wr1 ter~, 

written 1n more than one period, containing a var1ety of Vi.ewe and doc­

tr1nea, it is, therefore, more difficUlt of presentation than tbe view• 

of Jeremiah, Ezekiel or Job. Yet, the very nature of these b1te of 

Wisdom, their high devotional note in place•, and the1• deep ep1ritualit7 

make them potent factors in this subject of retribution and suffering. 

In moat of these we find refleot.ed the current theological rt••• 
and dogma•. In many, the patent questions are tacitly implied, and we 

r~ t ~eir anawers in sublime phraseology, tho 1n unsat1efactory- eolu,. 

tion. However, the group or these writings reaches a climax in one of 

1ta number, which alone, might Justly stand out. were other• lost, and 

stamp its grea t spiritual worth to mark the impre s sion of all. The gm­

eral idea prevailing, however, seems to be t he contrast of the lot of 

the wicked and the righteous. The same idea of perplexity rune thru 

many ae to why the r ighteous have such e. difficult path t o trudge, 

the wicked seem by tbe1r perversity t o prosper so eplendidJ.7. 

We see one note s t ruck to the impression that the wicked, 

prosper, are a utomatically the enemies of God. (pa. 68,2; 74,4,2a,a3; 

83, 3- ) The well grounded dogma of the time, that of suffering being a 

sure result of sin, 1s 11kew1se often established. (Pe. 85,7,18; 32,5; 

SS,4-6; 40,13; 41 , 5; 69,6; 79,9;90,8; 11g,67.) Even sin of past genera­

tion reaps its inevitable harvest before being blotted out. (ps. 79,8) 

Sin oan often be used a s a test of character, or even as a discipline 

of life; for "The Lord trietb the righteous, but the •1cked ••• Hi• aoUl 

hatetb." (P e . 11 ,6 ; 30,12; 66,10-; 04,18; 118 ,18; 11;,67,71.) In P•ala 

119 we find the conception tha.t the fulfillment of tt.e Law for 1t• own 

sake and a s its own re-ward, 1s held out as the !deal plan of lite. 
(uont. JQ.R. Vol.3,11.) 
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Psalm 1 holds out the pleasant reward ot bleesednees tor the right­

eous,-., , "He shall be like a tree planted by streams ot water," while 

the Wicked shall suffer the t•te of cbatt which wind carries ott and 

blows away. That the righteous sutter paa1m 67 sets forth in majestic 

song, as being the ode of David while hiding in a wave from sau.1. Yet 

despite hie unhappy fate. and baneful lot, his heart 1s steadfast, tbo 

his SOUl 1• bowed down, and he singe praise t o God and will 11awa1t the 

dawn. ""For Thy me1'oy 1s great unto the heavens, and Thy truth unto the 

skies." 

In contrast to the prevailing idea 1s t his hopeful strain in 

the paean of faith "Yet bilve I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor 

his seed begging tor bread." (pa. 31,26). The a uthor of Pa&lm S7 merel7 

1'3.1ts a while, and then the wicked shall be no more. And the humble 

shall come to inherit the land, and delight 1n peace. (ps. 37,10-11). 

It might seem that he is ready to deny the genera l idea altogether. It 

1a for the sake ot God that misfortune has befallen t he fa1thtul. 

(ps. 44,22; 119,67; 19,13; Q0,9; Q4,12,13.) It 1e, perhaps, this same 

idea of the discipline of suffering, when before rea lization came to 

t he sinful, be was but being schooled in one k1nll of life only to re­

nounce it later and adopt the more divine living. The variety of 'branch­

es of widkedness which seemed to sprout and blossom into prosperity were 

manifold. The iniquitous (ps. 17,~; 50.16; 38,80; 41,6; 3,2,S.); tbe 

proud and violent (pe.17 ,10, 11 ; 73,6-8); thoee who scoffed at Justice 

(pa. 32,2- ; 73,8.); those who perverted Justice {pa. 26,10; 2?,12; 

35,11,12); those who despoiled the r1gbteous,(ps. 17,9; ~6,l0,25 ;) 

tho se who 1gnored God's laws (ps. 60,17); t hose who asked 'where 18 

God?' (ps. 42,4,10); those who denied Hi s rule (pe. 65,2 f; 14,1 t); 

and those who continued in their ndkedneas. (ps. 10; 57,7; 3~; "; 

40; 73,12.) 



The writer in Psalm 159, 21 and 22, allows hie hatred to carr7 

him to tar fields, and he loses himself in mys tic t ervor r or God. He i. 

beating hie wings against the cage in which the ,ricked are still alive, 

de sp1 te their in1qu1 ty. Thruout t.hie Psalm the author is veri ta.bly car­

ried away with hie description of the holy Omnipotence. (Ba~. Wor. Sutt. 

126). As constant, almost, as 1s this prevailing idea of eutter1ng 

r1ghteou.anees, is the thot of trying one's pi ety thru the fires of 

pain: 11For Thou, 0 God, bast pr oved ue; Thou baet tried us, as silver 

is tried. We went thru fire and thru water; but Thou broughteet us out 

into a wealthy place." ( pa. 66,g-12) . Thie preclud~ the conviction, 

as found in Job, t :at expl ana t ion l s beyond t he world of human things. 

Here the author s eems t o see only one thing, that t he great meaning of 

tria l and suffering is but the proof of an jnd1v1dua.l's worth, and~ 

like Job , who s ees wi t h a far higher light 1nto all the lltlE.nowable 

facets of edstence, and is certain of onl y one conclusion7 -that •n 

cannot know--th i s lesser writer speaks with a uthority, and d i scovers 

t he r a ison ~•~ of suffering. (Bib . rlor . Su.ff . 123.) Of a similar na­

tw~e 1s the assuranc e in a number nf ? &alms of the righteousness of t he 

wri t er . So confident 1s hi s atti tude or even assumption, t hn t be begs 

God t o try him. It might seem in caeea t aa t he even defi es Go~. His 

ri3hteousnesa is flung into t he face of his 111-for tu..l'le, and in &11 • 

must suppo se thnt i t is h i s devout faith that permi ts him to stand 1n 

this l i ght. {pa . 17; le,24; 2d ; 41,13 ; 44,18,l~; 60). He almost sounds 1 

the n-,te which Job s trikes when he grows indi gnant t ha t actual s in can 

be i mputed t o h1tn. 

Some '>f the Psalms believe complacently t ha t s uch a t h i ng aa mat-

eria l r e tribution 1s a f i xed conclusion. (Ps . l S , 21,26; 50,12; 38,10; 

14 ,19,23 ;:S?, 4 ,18, l{l , 25,3?; Q2,13.)•"Weepi ng mllY tarry for the night., 

but Joy comet h in the morning." And even in t he direct suffering there 

was always possible t ha t divine commtm1on wi th God. Thi e a ppears as 
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almost the note or splendOlt which the group of h1e h minQed songs 

strike. (pa. 1&;23;87; 63;73;84.) PrAyer 1s the ch1ef thing, and we may 

ta'.-ce it as a form of noble communion, for "The Lord 1a n1gbs unto a1_1 

them that call UpOn Him, t o all tba t call upon Him 1n truth." The 

author could close his eyes and soUl. to suffering, and find solace in 

God. (Pa. 145,18.) 

While it appears that there 1s no fix ed idea of a n hereafter 1n 

the sense of immortal! ty, at the same t ime there 1 s a tboro notion of 

Sheol. That God w1-ll not abandon t he souls of Hie people to this nether 

world, sr: ems almost a certainty. ~et, these writers are vague when 

they hint at what might substitute tor this aban~onoent. They were, 

possibly, alive t o the hazy thot that there might be something other 

t.aan t his , as a haven for blissful r e tribution. Yet, they consigned 

definitely the wicked a nd sinful t o Sheol. (ps. 0,6; 16 ,10-11; 30,4,10; 

3Q,14; 40,11,16; 73,24; 88,6,11,12; 115,1?.) Mont i fiore says this 

possibly refers to notions of t he !esp1&nic Age . (Bible for Home Reading, 

Pt.~, 504 & 5Q5.) 

Many writers place t he g iant apex of all the Psalms in the 75rd 

one of the collec tion. I t s contents abound in what one writer describes 

as the highest pitch a victim of suffering can attain . Tbe author does 

not s t.rugc:le to p~ove his innocence . He part-.kes of the divine myster­

ies of eyatic closeness and attains t he assura nce or the faith that c,an 

rai 2e mountains, and surlll()unt every obstacle . He does not strive, aa 

did Job, t o grasp God, but he 1s in full possession or God, and in this 

h e finds supreme peace. ( Bib. •or. Suff. 134,1~5.) God 's l oving ~1ndness 

i a superior even to l ife. "Whol!l have I in heaven but Thee, and thete 
II 

is non~ on earth I desire besi des Thee." "Die Nabe Got tea 1st me1n 

09t"{. 11 In here the soul is laid bare by con.fese1on, and Without bes1-

t..~ncy or fear. "And so I t ho t how I might know t h is, a trouble •• it 
II in mlne eyes. He is not oblivious t o the distress and pang■ tb1 ■ 



costs him to know and feel. But in a rapture of sublime faith he thras• 

himself into the loving arms of God. And 1n this mystic rbapaody what 

does the happiness or the wicked mean, or even, indeed, the suffering 

of the righteous? Intimate communion With this Rock and Redeemer 1• 

the on1y thine;. The wicked shall never experience thle, and that loss 

a l o~e 1s p\.Ul1shment sufficient. The righteous shall never be deprived 

of thi s , this is reward sufficient. "Nevertheless! a m continually 

nth Thee. Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive 

me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but Thee? And there is none upon 

earth t hat I desire beside Thee. My flesh and my bone fa.1:1eth, but 

God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever."(pa. 73,23 r) 

Whether this be hope 1n immortality, or not, 1t is exquisitely sublime; 

and one wonders 1f there is a nything in all the Psalms that can reach 

a nobler pinnacle of f a ith, beautiful and heDD1c, than in this. 



PROVERBS 

The Proverbs are tar more utilitarian th.an the other writer• or booke 

we have oonsidered. Many are not Without their ahee• moral and spirit­

ual worth, but w1th1n the scope of our subJect we find them comparable 

to a~b writers aa the great literary prophets and Job 1n a degree 

sadly lacking their noble 1nsight,as ~ell aa the heroic manner in wh1oh 

they faced the questio~ or suffering and at least attempted an answer. 

The very nature of such tecl'IIID&l composition precludes a treatment · 

such as Job rendered, and yet it is quite poss ible to compare the two. 

Of these two books Di: !5uttenw1eser baa this t o s..-::..y: "The Book ot Pro­

verbs preaches ut1litarian piety, recommends a life of virtue as th• 

road t o material well-being, whereas Job sets up the idea of miaelfieh 

devotion to the 5ood, of love of virtue ~i thout thot of material reward. 

T'ne Book of Proverbs advocates that one refra in from reJoicing over 

the f~ll of one's enemy for fear of God's d1•pleaaure (24,1? r) but 

the Book of Job ina1ata on genU1ne nobility towards one's enezv (S1,39t) 

and exemplifies the truth t hat evil muet be conquered w1 th good. The 

13.~ok or Proverbs warns agains t interoourse with an adulterees, but the 

!3ook of Job considers it immor al to "look wi th lust upon a woman." 

( 31,1; Buttenlfieser, Book Job ~2.) 

The verse "whosoever dig a pit shall fall therein, he th.at 

a stone, it return upon hi:n," (prov. 24,27.) shows the r elation between 

sin and puni shment or suffer i ng. It sets forth the doctrine of retri­

bution 1n unm1staltable diet.a.: piety and prospl·r1ty go band 1n h.and, 

good and bad fortune de~ directly on our conauct . (B1b.Wor. surr.121) 

"Whor.i the Lord love th he reproveth, even as a father the son 1n 

whom ue delighteth." (prov. 3,19) 1s the schooling or discipline ot 

suf fering. There was undoubtedly a strong faith in the minds of Dkny 

that suffering waa Just for thi s purpose. and therefore it was not 

looked upon as evll per_!!, but that which contained primarily an · -
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1nt r1na1e value or Ult1ate good. Thia aurter1ng did break into tM 

spirit or even the strongest man; when pride orWllblee betore m1sror­

tu~e, we look into 0ureelvea. Herein is the incentive to piety, to 

love of God. (Bta.Wor. surr. 131.) It mig ht also, however, drive one 

into despair and such depreaalon as t o undermine all faith. But th1a 

was not cot.mtenanced 1n these early days. 

There are any number ot verses which set forth t he marked contraat, 

as well aa the hope and despair of people, 1n this one Book. The sinner· 

is given much place, but at beat he might know that hie sin leade but 

to judgrn~nt.~Prov. 10,37; 11,5,6,1g; 24,20) The ev11 that men do in 

their lives lives after t hem. (prov. 1,10; 5,22; 11 ,51; 1s,e,21; 14,32; 

16, 4.) Uen are cautioned not to be envious of t he wicked, desp1 te t heir 

s eeming pr osperity. (Prov. 5,31; 23,17;24,10.) For t heir r1ghteouanesa 

~111 be vindicated, and uJ.t11!la tely set up before the people in Juet1f1-

ca t1on of i neir lives . (Prov. 25 ,18; 24 ,16) And likewise shall the 

fault of the wicked be established t o their utter ruination. (prov. 10, 

28; 24,16.) And even if no t in their l ives, then there are to 

some .manifestations of belated retribution , and "the memory of the 

righteous shall be for a blessing", even tho it be after hie 11re is 

used up in suffering. (Prov. 10,?; 14, 26 ; 20,7.) There 1s an 1nexorUe 

aftermath of retribution as fixed a s the stars, and i t follows ever7 

hu.~n act!on . (prov. 11,~1; 1~,14.) But the righteous may confidently 

l ook for their reward, {prov. 2 , 21; 10,24 ; 11,25 ; 13,21; 19 ,17.) 

t or they a r e protected by God, (prov . 2, 7,8; 11, 4,8.) and He grant& 

t o these righteous Jng lite. (Prov. 3 , 2; 10,97; 12,28; 1g,23.) 
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JOB 

A discussion or t.his problem or retribution and suffering reach•• 

a mighty climax in the Book of Job. It might seem that au the prenoua 

writing 1a but preparation tor thia exalted utterance, so much stage 

setti ng and 111.nor stringing o! second Violins tor the great crescendo~ 

to tall on the ears or the people. This sublime story, poem, drana-­

oall it what you w1l l--1s shot thru with the loftiest oonceptiona ot a 

th1reting soUl., atrivqg tor but a snatcqed glance at hia Creator. All 

th&t we may say of this magn1t1cent soul stirring symphony would per­

force s eem futile and tawdry when compared to the utter ances ot thla 

spiritual poet who voices sentiments which have never as yet 

pass 841 for their beauty and sublimity. 

We have here a background framed by the doctrine of Ezekiel. Th• 

scenes have a r1 sen since his day to the point and poai t1on ot permanent 

and ti>:ed ideas. Standing out in a clea r stage in sharp relief against 

this dootr1na1re bac~round 1s the l onely figure ot Job. Plagued, cursed 

111, embittered, disappointed, 1'orlom and sorrowful, he aeema a m1ght7 

figure put tuere t.o Justify both God and the heaven whioh he coUld not. 

see. \U thal, tho, strong, secure, mighty and powerful in ra1 th and 

con!idenoe. He knew t.hat His Bedeemer lived, and therein wa s hie V1n41-

cat1on. one a pproaches the s tudy of t his figure a nd the reading or bis 

words, wi th a f eel i ng of awe and deep reverence. one f eels that he 1• 

actually 1n the presence or some creature divi ne, reading the words or 

an hol y book, peering int o the secret places of a livi ng pulsating 

heart, all but l acerated by its own suffering, suffering w\nh att\Ule 4 

it,tho; sufferi ng which brought out these very beats and poured out ita 

very blood f or the BE-ke of a deep r ooted convicti on and ta1t.ht'Ulneaa. 

The mere rea ding or which seems almost a sacrilege so pa1ntUlly beauti­

ful is its expression. And yet, enthralled we read on and on, tranet1.Xed 

l 



and overpowered. We are in the preslll\ce M a man or God. 

Before Job this problem aeeme to have grown out ot actual eond1t1ona 
• 

and circumstances prevailing, and inducing euch epecula tione. Jeremiah 

might seem t o be excep ted, !or his personal experience and eutter1ng 

brought on aa thoro an att empt to race 1t as he was able. Ezekiel, on 

the other band, l acks the purel1 personal element. He 1a an author, or 

perhaps a theolog, Who framed a doctrine and seeks to atf1x 1t--almoat 

ruthle8aly and mechan1cally--to the extgenc1es of time, condition and 

space, regardless of the hearts he tears or the minds he betu«~l••• To 

Job 1s left the supreme task of wrestling with 1t 1n a11 its ent1ret~ 

We need to look 1n vain for a complete and all inclusive solution. lo­

~y the people ask the same questions, seek the same aolut1ona, cry tor 

the actual meaning of their days in life. But to Job must go the glor1-

f1ed renown of f acing the problem squarely and unflinchingly--not onl':Y 

the problem of why the righteous sutfer, but why there must be sutter1ng 

at au. 
The suffering of Job, a man recognized and famed for 

would have c ompletely upset the theory or Ezekiel,1n that 1t contradict• 

the idea tha t the righteous prosper and tha t advers1 ty is a result ot 

e1n. (Butt enwieser, Sonk J ob, O). Yet, this view '\B.d been so in effect 

f or generations now that a man became an infidel if he denied it. It 

was part of the tradition from tbe pas t by this time. From the be.ala or 

this conclusion peo;1e framed estimates r egarding a man's past by h1• 

pre~ent condition, and particUlarly when adversity helJ him and proved 

his Wickedness. 11 The more crushing the man' s calamity, the greater 

h1 s need for human sympathy, the more convinced were the people tha tGod • ~ 

punishment had been visited upon h1m for some grea t sin. It was to pro­

test against this view of individual retr1but1on and to arouse p1ty fDr 

human suffering t hat the Book wa s written." (Buttenneaer,Boolt Job,73; 

Job, a, e-12; 15 , 17-24; ao,4 -·> 



Thia entire treatment of sutter1ng in J ob shows the thoroness of the 

doctrine on the minds or the people, and t his belief came directly tbru 

and from the great prophets .• (Buttenwieser, Book Job 71.) The Poet 1tho 

handles these two subjects a nd shows them in contrast, namely the s trengtll 

of dogaa, and t.he raan who innocently sutfers, 1• a n artist and poet of 

r are merit. The dogma which ignores life i n all its facets, elicit• from 

Job the bitterest the fiercest sarcasm. ( Bib. Wor. Suff. 1251 ; Job 21, 

as-) Job was one or the few solitary lllinds raised in protest against 

the current doctrine. Real1tf i n all its sombre aspects 1apressed th••• 

:rew too deeply, and in fearles sness and 1n frankness of conscience they 

stir us With their high purpose against t his uni versall y accepted doc­

trine. The break down or orthodoxy, 1n theory, at least, we find in Jot.. 

Every strain follows t he current idea or r etribution; save t he.tt,ot Job's 

autrer1ng •. There wa s no s i n. tB1b. Wor. sutr. _122~. Thia intention to 

face the problem sl(Uarely brings a ehange over J ob ' s s oul, lie draws 

nearer to God , as t ho He were standing closely by bis side, close enough 

to addres s h1u1. J ob could not understand God, even in t his ep1r1tual 

prox1m1ty, . but he turned t o Him not so much t o beseech help, as to 

attain hi s own Just11'icat1on in f a ce of the view whi ch condemned h1a. 

Job's pathos, in his seemi ngly futile effort. t o attain t o God, even 

says that God will some day be regretful t hat He greets his outburst 

in such s i lence. J ob begins t o rear th~t when God will be ready to heed 

his cry i t will then be too l a te. (Bib . Wor. surr. 12&;* t.nd Job 7,8; 

9,11; 13,20-22.) 

J ob' s t1mer 1ty lePvee gr a~ua l ly, anc be!ome l ong he openl y charges 

God with 1nJustice1 Yet thru t his J ob derives a f ar grea ter experience 

or t he world of the spirit t han t hose who condemn him. Tbru this eo-•11-

ed bla sphemy he gives r i se t o a new theol ogy, and sounds the ending of 

t he old ort.honoJcy. (Bi b. Wor. surt. 126.) But he stagger• h1e he~rera 

by doing so. (Davidson, Theo. o.T. 411;Jtb 23,1&; 9,24.) The older aen 



who are exponents ot the traditional cult, who claim to have found God, 

have convinced Job that they are rap1dl.y loa1ng H1m toreYer. And at th1• 

Jun~t.ure, st.anda Job, steeped 1n sin, according to their deepest oonnc-

.t1on, who baa l.oat God, and Who 1n blessed reality bas actually found 

Him thru bis ceaaeleas searching. Above a11 else, sin, condemnation, 

forlorn ho", embittered denunciation, and the all but t oo certain reel­

ingot the aut111ty of h1s ettorta,Job continues constantly to seek Him. 

He 1a at.r1 ving towards God. He recognizes tha t 1 t 1 s tbru God, because 

He will not vindicate him, that his intense autrering comes. H1s friend• 

find the explanation or suffering 1n man.--not God. Job, 1n his extrelllit. 

fighting against man and circU!Datanee t ~nds his only refuge against 

in God bimsel.1'. (Bib. Wor. Sutt. 12e.) 

It 1a the right of bis consolenee tbat Job upholds, and 

1s a va stly higher right than the crystallized bpt unnatural right of 

dogma. Job does not u1ean to imply that he 1a thoroly guiltleas, be 1• 

not so vain nor self righteous as to think that be, above any -.n, 1a 

s o righteous that he a1nnetb no•. Like all other oen he bas done wrong. 

But be'deniea that sin 1s aurr1cient warrant tor the intense inner sut­

teri ng--tha t which be 1s so concerned wi th now--whioh he endure■• In 

despair. almost, be challenges God: " If I have sinned why doth Thou 

not pardou my transgression and tak e away my 1n1qu1 ty?" He will hold 

steadfastly t o his integrity. yea, against God himself will he bold out. 

What, indeed, bad he done t o God, ev en tho he hE\d done perversely? Job'• · 

heart did not r eproach him, and as an heir to prophetic teaching, ala>et 

as a n a pex and culmination of their lofty teaching, as the embodiment 

of an heart 1n which God dwell•d and prompted thru divine Voice the 

music of W.a inner c ..>nsc1oub,tess, he found no hint or inner condenma-

t1on, but oni1 a vind1ca t1on. (Bib. lfor. Sutt. 125 .) Bis anguiah •• ---
due to hi.a 1na.b111ty to understand all the mechanic• ot the great dra• 

which went on without his knowledge, betwe en God and satan. But he&rlc-
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en1ng to his inner voice, this voice ot God, he refused 1n an b.1• 

agony t.o reproaoh himself. We have ~re not onl,y a a&1nt.ly tlgure but. 

an hero1o naan. On the other band, tho Job doednot aee, nor realize, 

nor fully understand it, God is defending him. He 1s detend1ng 0 the 

propoa1t1on th.at there is such a thing as d1&1ntereated piety 1n man, 

such a thing aa real, unselt1eh love for the good---With the corDtl&rT 

that once the love ot good 1s t1rm1y implanted 1n the human heart, no 

PP9er 1n heaven nor on earth can ava11 to upset it." (Buttenneser,Book 

Job, 40). 

It was thru the force ot his own personality and moral aenae that 

Job rose to his conception o! God's rule of the world. And 1n thia, he 

felt secure against the friends who hurled at b1m the current conoept.­

ione ot the time. He felt that his great Ally~ atter all, was God, and 

he began to teel that somehow and sometime lie would v1nd1cate h1m. True, 

h1s trials are still with him, but he must have reasoned With himself: 

what can all this mean, when he 1s conscious or his oneness with Godt 

H1 s trial a and suffering pale into nothingness when be 1s ready to 

aurrender himself to the unfathomable wisdom of his infinite God. 

(Buttenw1.eser,Book Job.40 .) 

Yet hie voice was as the helpless beating of wi ngs ag&1nat a cage 

which did but em1 t a taint sounding. These men about h1m had a much 

easier way of answering such queat1on1ng, l e t t he explanation of sin 

bear it all. rt 1a true that Job ~1mself cotu d not ofter a thoroly ea.t-

1stactory explanation either. No more so than the prophete could hope 

to ba.ve t heir worda fall on heeding ears, it was too much to expect. 

Yet Job r ea lized that no matter how great and powerful a man might be, 

he must b ow down and remain silent before the 1ncomprehen•1ble God, · 

Whose essence must surpass our formulae. To t h1s God everything must 

be delivered in entirely, s elf a s well as all else. Yet, b~fore this 

awful nature, compared to which tllln 1s small indeed, before this mighty 



God, to which man 1s as naught, there 1s Juet this ray or hope "Tho th• 

world be greater than Han, 1t 1s still God's ~orld." And the inner con­

sciousness or man tells b1m that i n this world 1t is possible to be in 

1nf1n1 te communion, that God 1e mindful or His creatures, and t.bat the 

very r ay ot hope for God, 1s d1v1nely implanted. 

Job rea11zed only too well, 1n his natural humility, that man 1a 

not the center It the universe. The universe 1s so vastly greater th&n 

be that he cannot pose .. the measure or all thing•, neither 1s be ~e 

object, alone, or divine J'rc)vidence. According to Bia might, 

act, not in proportion to man's vollt1on. The sign and measure ot 

ra1th 1s that man should have profound faith in thi s Just Creator, 

God 1s the guarantor ot man's conscience. In a ll 111s might and power, 

Job knows that God is interested 1n the lllliverse and a ctively at work 

1n it. Hie Being permeate, 1t, and His Intelligenc• 1a its master. 

He is undoubtedly a God of 11fe. (B1~1[_q_r._. Sut!. 128, g ) • Job is more 

than convinced of this, for after God carries him the length and breadth 

or the Universe, Job bows down and realizes h1s utter 1ns1gn1f1oance. 

He can gre.sp pract ically nothing save the awful majesty ot 1 t. and be 

tb1nka of what small account ls man. lie was ready t o repent tor the 

words he bad already spoken.(B1b. Wor. S'4t. 128). Nothing could be 

explained. Man was destined to continue hie wonderment. Upon God be bad 

to rely again and again, so fraught with difficulty did bis probleme 

become. Even 1n the interview Job sought, he me t God in a violent 

storm, not in the peace and stillness he ant1c1pR ~ed. But this was 

proof of the vast chasm between God and man. in the ultimate ana11s1a. 

God was above Job, man wns mi serably small when compared to him. Job, 

tho hie 1nab111ty does not explain the gnawing "wey", does succeed 1n 
. 

d.r-~,ring closer and clos er to his God. He bas advanced thru the moraee 

to the point where his clear conscience is his sole vindication, and 

God is the stautlQh Ally of th.at conscience. His condition of suffering 
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r1ghteoueneea 1e no nearer solution nor ~xplanat1on, even tbo God atand• 

by his side. Yet, he 18 morally and 8piri tual1y strengthened to feel, 

beyond doubt, that h1s God 18 eo near even in his attlict1on. ( ~ 

Wieser, Book Job 67.) 

Job oome8 to be"l1eve 1n retribution too, but of a strangely d1tter­

ent k1nd than prevails in his t1me. He believes 1n-ep1r1tual, not mater­

ial retributUm. "Job makes it plain that retribution 1s no longer tor 

him a att.er ot outer fortune but of inner experience." Hie clear 

conscience 1e his "priceless good"; 1t 1s hie strength and Jo• and 

endurance. He feels assured 1n God's presence. (Buttenw1eser ,Book Job, 

57 .) 

Job did no t foresee the great ascent of this very problem he was 

striving t o solve. He did not rea11ze t he pose1b1lit1es of 1...mort&llW, 

and therefore thot he was asking for something very unusual when he 

sought an hour's 1nterV1ew wi th h1s Maker after death in order to vin-----d1cate himself. Thia idea occurs to Job only momentarilf, and he cannot 

conceive of it as a veritable answer to hie ' quandary. (Job 14,13-;19.) 

He does not mention 1mmor-.a11ty nor resurrection, but only one final 

beat of hie wings, so sure 1s hie faith 1n his conscience, tha t his 

righteousness shall be d1v1nely absolved. (Bib.Wor. Sutt. 127.) And 

his denial of resurrection reveals that such a doctrine was at least 

current. Hi s fri ends ma~e no reference to 1t, and he refuses to count-- ------
' ena nce it. {Buttenneser Book Job,76 .• ) He shallbe amply sa tisfied 

t hat his cle~r conscience 1e the conviction t hat God 1s w1th1n him. 

Renan, in his boo:C on Job say_e, 11'l'be blasphemy 1n it 1a 11tt.le short 

of a hymn, or rather is in 1teelf' a. hJllm, f or 1t is nothing but a er, 

to God against the fa111ngs that conecience finds in t he work ot God: 

(Renan 11JQb11 62.) Dr. Butt enwieser writes ( Book Job 66) ", •• the end o.t 
the conflict a n c the end of the book; and what a f1tt1ng end it 1&1 
It will be remembered that it was on the thee1■ of the 1nv1nc1ble power 
of the ·good that God bad staked His honor 1n the o,-ning scene 1n Heaven 
and now by t his crowning victory of Job'•, Hie thesis is vindtcated, 
His confidence 18 ful.f1lled. It is not merely a victory of Job ■; we 
are made to feel it 1s God's v1ctory--the triumph of the Eternal good-

--- · .s " 
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Koheleth 1s a writer who woUld be eternally popUlar. At best, 

people do not a1waye wish to have their sores healed, some grow so 

used to their wounds that they- would be l oathe to have their body 1bol•• 

Lite, 1n f i nal, 1s not, nor cannot be good, a11 the time, and t here 

are always many who rea11ze th1a, tho the1r t hote cannot express mat 

1a written so keenly in their 1acerated breasts. To these, in a11 ages, 

and at all times, there 1s a definite appeal in Koheleth. He 1s a 

writer of depth, and keen insight, no t blind t o t he sta~ truth, nor 

t he bitter reality of living. He 1s brave and outspoken, free 1n 

expression which must have star tled readers then, even as 1t st.r1kea 

strange, but truthful, notes now. He 1e b1•ter 1n places, eyn1c&l 

and pess1m1st1c, sour and skeptical, yet he looks at 11fe straight 

ahead anc. unf11nch1ngly. It appeared P. t t1ries unduly oppress1ve, 

and 1t appeared also that he d id not with-hold such thots trom h1a 

r eaders. It wa s an inevitable nature agai nst which man spent his 

strength, and he wanted man t o use up eve r y ounce of energy 1n winning 

a s much a s he could from every play he 1!)8.de with litte. 

He saw that suttering was universal and t hat the pi ous as well•• 

the wicked shared it. (Ecc . 7,15; 8,14) God !Umself ns the ultimate 

Arbiter , and why should the Wicked pr ol ong his evil, and cut ott h1B 

days before h1s time? ( Ecc. 7 ,17; 8, 12 ,1~; 3,17; 11,g; 12, 1,4.) 

Before t his God, men should fear. for "He hat h made it" that t hey 

' should fear Him. ( Ecc. 3,14; 5,1; 7 ,18) He doesnot attempt any 

solution 0 f this grave problem whi ch affects practically every man, 

yet he 1s utterly fearless 1n shn~ine 1t up in ~11 i ts cruel and hareh 

aspects . 

Koheleth came at a t 1me when the Jewish people were 1n oloaer 

contact nth other nations who were neighbors, and l i kewise had tast-, 

or f oreign 01v111za.t1on. After such a morsel of strange culture, th1• 



man broke det1n1 tely in his tearless manner from the old bond11 that bad 

so l ong circumscribed his people. He does not hold to the traditional 

idea of divine retr1but1on, for he baa but t o show that "There 1s a 

vanity which la done upon the earth, that there be righteous men, unto 

whom it happeneth accol!ding to the work of the widked; again there be 

wicked men to whom it hap .. neth according to the work or the righteous.• 
/. 
~ 1b.Wor.sur~ , ( Ee::. e,14) -

"All things come alike to a11: there 1s one 

and to the wicked; t o the good and to the clean and to t he unclean, 

to him tl:Ult sacrit'iceth, and to him t hat sacr1t'iceth not.•(Ece.o,a) 

He appra1sea the problem 1n its actuality and does not stand back •1th 

his conclusions and decluct1ons . Certainl y he ~ealizes that 11acri fices 

are no more than the prophets said they were. 

Without an attempt to draw conclusions , or posit means of 

understanding, he resignedly attemi,te to sho• t hat this ls God's manner 

of ruling tae univerae ,anu to au intents and purposes , it is vastly 

beyond our scope ot' comp-rehena1on. (B1B.Wor. Suft. 132) "I beheld 

a11 the work of God, that man cannot find out the work that 1s done 

under the sun; because however much a man l abor to seek it out, ye t 

he shall not find 1t; yea, moreover, tho a wis e man t hink to know it, 

yet shall he not be able t o !' i nd it.'' (Ecc. 8,17) He i s not unlike 

Job, 1n t ha t he plac("s man 1n a powerless and futile position, t hru 

which human r eason cannot penetrate to discovery. It 1a a problem 1n­

so1a1e. But he, unJ.1ke Job, does not 1m~ute blame t n God, nor demand 

any 4.-<planatien nor vindication from Him. He accepts 11fe as inevita­

ble. Job i s a creature of tragedy, deeply hurt, and beating hie winge 

helplessly; Koheleth merely r ecords the f act 1n a patient, calm, realr 

1et1,,._ without any fret ful attitude, nor disappointed hope. He be­

lieves ln God, yet he sees these t hings which strike humanity in a 

totally dispassionate manner . He is col d even 1n hi s faith. God 18 



tis sove.i.gn, He gives us the gifts we enjoy, be they wealth, pleasure, 

good, evil or ao~row. (Bib. Wor. Suff. l3a.) And no particular sanc­

tion d1Bt1ngu1ahes the good from the evil C~e. 7,14). 

His method, then, 1a to gather the r ose-buds "while ye may, old 

time 1a at111 a-flying." He is 1n this r espect not different from th• 

Epicure nor Omar, and his tbot is even in common with Horace 1n hie 

doctrine II carpe diem ". These moments are short enough and fleeting, 

perishable and de1As1ve--when Joy 1s around us we must give ounasl vea 

to Joy. 

"Go thy way, eat t hy bread w1 th Joy, a nd drink thy wine w1 th a 

merry heart, for God hath a1ready accepted thy workA; let thy garments 

be always wh1te,and ••t not thy baa4 lack ointment. Live Joyt.11.y with 

the wife whom thou loveet a11 the days or tbs' vanity." (Ecc. g,7_g) 

He does not se e far beyond the old horizon, at best, and is chiefly 

taken up with the present moment. He has no fear beyond that. He thinks 

that death 1s 11kew1se the end, " An( the dust returns t o the earth, 

as it was, and the sp1r1t re turns to God Who made it." ( Ecc. 18,7) 

The thot i n Koheleth with 1te recurring "All 1s vanity" 1s so 

disturbing to the general opinion that an effort was mao.e to tone it 

down by the gloss whi ch 1s rather well known. "Fear God and keep Hie 

commandments•, for thi s is the whole duty of man." (Ecc. 12,13,14.) 

This and other verses show conclusively t hat the echoes of Ezekiel 

were still resounding 1n the ears of men. Such thots as "Rejoice, Oh 

young man in thy youth; but know t ha t for all these things God will 

bring thee into Judg1nent, 11 
( Ecc. 11, 0) caused consternation when com­

pared t o the standards of the tradition which still held the minds ot 

men. 

Renan seems to have p ut i nto a sentence all that Koheleth 1s: 

" You roAy f ind h1Jll a skeptic, a mater1a11et, a fata11st, and before 

a11 a pees1m1st, but one thing he most decidedly 1s not, an atheist." 

(L'Ecclleiaste, 20.) 



DANIJ!I, 

In Daniel we r1nd one step definitely advanced 1n consideration 

of this pro?lem. An ettort is made herein to take the idea or eutter­

ing entirel y out or its present world status and remove it to the next. 

Not quite the Ultimate step or immortality 1s reached, perhaps not even 

conceived, ye t this is one fixed prooeae in advancement. 

The idea 1n the mind.a or ot men at thla time as to their a1nfuJ. 

nature, and eonsequent suttering was quite as well fixed as in other 

times. They were conscious of their short-comings. "We have sinned and 

have dealt iniquitously, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled and 

he.ve turned aaide ~rom thy commandments and from Thine ordinances." 

(Dan. Q,5) Yet, as truly as t his Hems t o be a confessional of their 

personal sins, ?!ont1t1ore says it 1s because of the sins of their fathers 

and that they confess s i ns not their own, but their ancestor~. 

,Mont1f1ore ,JO,R. Vol 3 , e.) 

From their neighbors, after the period of the exile, came the in­

ception of the belief in resurrection, which was so popUlarly spreading 

at t his time. It came rather late into Israe11t1sh belief, but its 

advent supplanted the belief in Sheol so long abiding in their faith. 

That this was a definite manner of facing the problem of eutrer1ng, ot 

removing 1t from its i mpenetrable wall of powerless struggle against 

any defin1.te eXplana tion of eat1sfactory mer1 t, need not be said. Thie 

oaMe during the '!accabbean times, about 105-134 B.C.E., and was given 

out ae a definite hope to people, especially at a time of dire cr1s1s, 

and for very obv1oua reasons. It was a hope and a peg to bang to. Men 

were ne eded to fight, as well a s keep whole the body of religious prac­

tice. Taese men required some aubstant1at1on f or their faith, and 1t 

beca me the homage of martyrdom 1n the form of the fa ith thet manifested. 

such examples as the Tlu!ee Hebrews in the furnace, as well ae Daniel 

in the den or lions, were Ulustrat1ve of an abiding faith that could 



withstand any torture, survive any crisis, and withal retain a ataunch 

r a1th 1n the Godot Iar&el thruout the severest suffering. Suffering 

was freely admitted, yet the answer to its problem in Daniel 1a f1del1ty 

to God. (Bib. Wor. sutr. 135.) -Man 1s not to succomb in this life, nor need he fear that th1s vale 

or tears and suffering is to be h1s end. Life hereafter is the hope, 

and herein shall be answered all his perplea1t1es, and hie doubt.and 

questionings are to receive complete and sat1sfactor7 solution. "And 

many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 

everlasting lif e, and some to reproaches, and everlasting abhorrence. 

And they that are wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 

and they that turn the many to righteousness as the stare forever and 

ever." {nan. 1a, a,1~.) 

The problem of suffering, the doctrine ot strict retribution, th• 

heretofore attempted explanation of sin, 1s by this belief, therefore, 

bereft of 1ta intens i ty and keen sharpness. The problem was litera lly 

removed from the speculation &t required 1n contact with this world, 

and set over into the world beyond. As a matter of fact, it was no 

more accurately ana,-ered nor solved, but waf more satisfactory 1n that 

i t abided a nd condoned the futi le effort of ~ -n t o solve it. 

{Bib. Uor. Su.ft . 133.) 



CHRONICLFl> 

In Chroniolee every adversity befalling the nation 1e ascribed 

to some particular sin. The Priestly or Lev1tical author a1most a1waye 

represents sin as a deflection from worship , much more so than the 

Detteronom1c author of Samuel a nd Kings. (Mont1f1ore JQR, Vol 3,6. ) 

If para11e1 accounts are compared one finds the.t Chronicles brings in 

the theory of Divin e retribution to a ccotmt f or the facts o~moditY 

the facts t o sui t the t heory, More frequently than does Kings. The 

death of Josiah was naturally a severe s hoe~ f or the pious, and it 

was accounted f or on t he usual princi ple, implying the truth of the 

old position t hat there was no suffering without ein. ( Mont1f 1ore JQR 

Vol 3 , 7f a Chron. 35,21-2a;32 , 25 .) The Chronicler ie in duty bound 

t o r ecall some failing of t h is righteous man 1n order to Justify hia 

tn1sfortune. (Bib. Wor. Suff 121; 2 Chron. 25 , 14-24: } . 

The postponaent of suffer i ng from f a t r er t o son • as due t o the 

mer cy of God , 'm1is came before a more t horo-go1ng 1nu1v1dual1sm bad 

ta~en hol d , a n · was regarded as some t hi ?".8 due, and n o t an i n Juet1ce 

t o the au f f erer. Thi s i s exemplified i n t he ca ee of the child of 

Bath- Sheba; and 1n the case of Ahab, whom C-od v.ill con<ione, t ho s : n­

f'ul a nd tard117 repentent , and r ••~•,iire retribut1 on of his eon . And 

t h e ed itor o f K1:15s , t ho he could see:Z t o exouse t he worthy Josiah on 

the gr ounds of t he s i ns of lianasseh, t he ':hroni cler d es not.. He uaes 

an " nbv10~s 1n v ent1 on " -:>f b ia own t ~ e xpl a in t h i s shaueful d ea t h on 

( ','" nt1f1or e J " 0 • • • 1ol 5 . 546-7 . 2 Kgs . 23; t he g r ol.J'.c' "If ci1.S•'1bedience . 'L" ~--, ., • 

2 11 ; S Chror. . 3 5 , 21, 2 2 , ) 



CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSION 



IIDroRTALITY 

This doctrine of Divine Ret.r1bution bad gone now about as tar as 

it could. Swaying between the stubborn adherence or traditional views 

on the one hand, that there could be no suffering without etn, and th• 

few great minds, on the other, who pierced thru the mental haze and 

advanced step by step forward, it bung 1n the balance so to speak. 

Explanation as f a r ae t his world was concerned was at a stand still. 

Therefore such thot penetration i n this life com1ne to 1ts end, the 

next logical step was to go out and beyond, into the next world, t.be 

world to come. Job gave a hint at this, and e,ren e,:preseed the hope 

th.at there might be such a thing, in order that he might requ1l'e v1n­

d1ca tion at God's hand . He did not belieYe in the doctrine of resurre~ 

t1on, tho it must have been current 1n his day, tor the reason that he 

expre~sly denies it. (Job 14,14 F). Yet we have no specific reference 

t ~ the idea of irrunortality. The restoration, t he ray of liCat which 

the prophets held out, must be considered 1n its true s cope, and tbat 

was in a national sense, if t he two thots may be connected at a11. 

(Ho s . 6 , 2 ; Eze~.37 .) 

The firs t rea l mention is found 1n Daniel 18, and reads: "Pny 

or them tb..'l t sleep i n the dust shall a wake." ( 12,2; 1!ontif'1ore Hibbert 

455). 

Actual conditions of life di o not af'f i r ~ the older v iews hel d so 

l ong . That the 11 r1ghteous woul ~ be requibed on earth" and that "ev11 

pursueth einne:es," (Prov. 11,31; 1:; ,21.J was se en to be no sa t isfactory 

solution , since the righteous were pursued by evil , and 1t seemed the 

s i nners were au t oo quickly requit\!d with good in their life time. 

Their faith 1n God had to be substantiated, and in another manner. It 

reached beyond t his sphere, 1nto another world, 1n which t he righteo\119 

would be recognized, ann find their Just1f1oat1on. (Kohler,Tbeo. 290J 
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The idea of retribution bad grown steadily into the tuture--"at t1ret 

to a future on earth anc";. later to one in the world to come, until 

fina lly 1t developed into a pure spiritual conception in f Ull accord 

With a higher ethical view of lif e." 

(Kohler,Tbeo. 298 .) 
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0 0 N O L U S I O N 

Now that we are a t the point of concluding, Juet how tar did the 

doctrine of retribution pierce the Great Secret in its &!fort at expl&n­

a t1on of suffering? This same solution might as well be required ot 

ut today, Just as it was required of the thinker& who first bravely 

faced the problem, and carried 1 t as least as tar as • e couJ.d at pre­

sent. It 18 poor solace to aay 'we can never know', yet our limited 

minds can feea.. on the morsels, indeed the surfeiting banquets, of 

these men of the past. 

The men of our Book, so tormented by suffering, progressed 1n 

steps feeble and halting, against great odds of rigid tradition and 

orthodoxy, to more and more original, and because of faith in the 

individual, to a more personal attitude. Not one of these men, however, 

r eached a tboro- going solution• or answered the riddle. Job, alone, 

per haps, spanned its ful lest breadth. Yet tl.ese men were balked on1-1 

by t he fundamental barrier of the righteous man's sutfer1ng.(B1b.Wor. 

Sutf. 135) And what, indeed, was that, compared with the great truth 

of Job's discovery, or even the discovery and procla mation of the 

prophets thi\t there might be another consummation more devoutly to 

be wished than righteousness vindicated--that of the knolfledge of the 

indwelling God within man's bosom. "The sovereign eff1c1en•1 or 

suffering ie when 1t i s the s elf willed sacrifice of the innocent for 

the guilty, the nothingness of suffering when compared with the bli&a­

ful communion of the soul wi th the God it loves, and of whom it 1s 

loved . 11 (B1b.Wor.Suf. 135.) 

Mont1f1ore points out thAt the L&w, the thing Which is often 

thot t o have debased the religion of the prophets to a formal and 

mechanical c,reed, is t he very i nstrument which secured pernanent 

overmastery of 1dea11sm. "And a mong t he results of this Torah worship 

........ none i s more important than that 1t shoild have secured tor 
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Judaism the triumph of the doctrine that virtue or religion, goodne1111 

or the love of God is, and always must be, its own reward. " 

(Uont1tiore,JQ,R.Vol 3,11.) 

Thie eternal problem of suffering finds another expreesion, by 

way of solution, 1n the words or U111hna Aboth: "Better one hour ot 

bliss 1n the life to come than the whole present life time. prepare 

th!raelf 1n the ante-cbamber that tbnu ma.yet enter tlle palace." In 

short, whether our suffering be for : purposes of discipline, or mere-

. ly part of a l ife which finds 1ts completest fulfillment in another 

world, and 1a but a preparation for that after life, et1ll 1t must be 

• , for soi;oeth1ng . Dr. Buttenwieser says, in explanation, " .•••• me.n's 

lite on earth 1s preparatory to tbe life everlasting; the true reward 

and punishment are meted out, not in this world, but in the world 

\ 

to come. -there the righteous will enjoy everlasting bliss and the 

wicked suffer eternal damnation." 

And mankind, even today, trie4 to pierce the thick veil of 

thwrt.ed understanding. Men suffer today, as they a1ways did . Sorrow 

is •till one of the sureties of life, disappointment a fate common 

t~ all. Hope err1ngs etenial , yet its fulfillment is ever balked and 

frustrated, and often strives vainly against no conceivable consumma­

tion. Life 1n none of its aspects can ever be complete. t'p to our very 

11pa 18 t he r efreshing cup with 1te cooling draught beld, but when we 

wouid lave our parched throats, and pour balm 1nt.o our torn hearts, 

some unkind hand quickly snatches away this flagon of elixir. Still 

we live on, hope on, and suffer ever. And 1t must be good. perhap s 

one or the grea test values of life is this suffering. Sup~ose we 

understo ".>d its 111ean1ng thorolyt Yiould we , even then, be strong enough 

or wilful enough, or W'ren anxious enough to deny other facets 1n our 

natur$ their expression? Be our souls the very haven of suffering, it 

1 s still t.he harbinger of peace within that we can feel thru this 



es 

commn bond with all humanity. The lot 1s a colllllon one, and 1t may be 

tba.t this ls the single bond which binds us thruout a11 etern1 ty to 

God. As .. e seek Him 1n the r ealm of perfect peace above, and as our 

soul yearns for Hie nearness •1th1n, our suffering 1s, perhaps, the 

bridge over Y-nich our troubled spirits shall finally carry aloft a 

tired heart to merge it w1 th the constant beating of all the wo rld. 

"It you have a great sorrow, keep it sacred, and it will prove to 

you an inward guard and shield against the petty griefs and annoyan­

ces from which in external fashion we can never wholly keep ourselves 

f•ee. And how can wba.t is small and petty affect him who bas some­

thing t ruly great enshrined w1 thin his soul?" 

H1a eoUl which he sh.all finally bring Home and then learn why it 

has suffered so. 

t fi8 I fi-t 
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