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INTRCDUCTION.

A. Present Status of Investigation.

Modern critical students of the Bible are practiczlly a
solid phalanx behind the view thst the prophets and their
schoole exerted & strong influence over the composition and na=-
ture of the Pentateuchal narratives. The cobservation meeis one
at every turn that this is almost 2 universal belief, HNany are
the proofe advanced for the plausibility of that declaration.
The illustrations are even more numerous, Some of them are ob-
vicug, even to a somewhat casual stucernt; others must be demon-
strated by acuve anzlysis.

For instonce, the statement thst the narrative of the gold-

en czlf bears the umaistakable hallmerk of prophetic origin can

F -

hardly be denied, The truth strike:s us ati once that it was
molded in its present iorm out of the desire cof the “arratorf

to launch an attack upon the idol-worship and the cult of Beth-
¢l, In other vords, it wae propeganda emanating from the follow-
ers ol Amos, vio was uncoupromising in hie antipsthy toward
that
goclden calf received ites present forum to deteriine the attitude
that true vorshipers cshculd tcke toward the golden cslf sanc-
tuariec at Dai and PBethel,

Yor does the desigrnatio:r of the Akedah story as provhetic

in source reqQuire az2n avundaznce oi e€vidence. KXo student can read

it penetritingly without concluding that it was written to body

1; WP ¥ee p; 361,



forth in concrete example the prophetic doctrine of Ifzith as
enunciated most clearly by Issziah.
The iutercession of Abraham with God on behzlf of Scdom,

too cannot be classified as otherwise than a prophetic "tendenze-

geschichte™, It embrzces within itself the expres:ion of a prob-

lem which coul. not have originated in a circle not drenched by
the truths that are comtonly sssociated with prophecy.
Exalaples of apparent points of contact between the Penta=-

teuch and prophecy could be provided in sufiicient amount to

meke any difference on that score untenable. In additicn, schol-

are have ferreted out i.ore subtle ascociations, and have made

generaliretions on the ground prepared by them, It is unneces-
sary to list all, or even a large fraction, oi them. The meth-
od of discovery, howvever, can be illustrated. Thus, we are ap

prised of the fzct thzt Abrzhaw and Hoses, the two most promin-
ent participants in the narratives ci the Pentateuch, are treat
ifts and

£
—

ed 28 propuets and repeetedly endowed with prophetic
characteristice. Abrahau, in Gen. XX, 7, 17, is sought out bg
0 intermedizate with God, and is even calied & A'ay .
Folzinger utilizes this es & proof of Lhe prophetic tendency

of the E code. Moees, is likened to a »nrorhet in the manner of

S

nie call, In fact, Evald voints cut tiat according to anc-
ient tradition, Moses is deemec & prophet "frow the moment of

his sclitude at Sinai, when he was suddenly and irresistibly

2. DILOT p.111; KEE p,18¢

5. FBE p.209
4. EHI V.II, p.47



transported by an overwhelming fire of divine revelation"(Ex.III).
The conception of the great leader as & proplet is ssid to per-
meate every recollection of and every narrative respecting him,
and much is mede of the fact that Hosea, without namin

hil i,

£
=

4]

briefly referred to him as a "prophet" by whom God in ancient

days brought “srael out of Egypt and preserved it.(Kos. XII, 14)
Moses is representecd essentially as entrusied with a prophetic

mission znd holding exceptionslly intiwate communion with God.
6

(Ex. XXXIII,11; Xum, XII, 6-8) He even orated, as ¢id the
7

prophets, belore assemblies. e is the intermediary vetween

Goa arx

:d man for the pecple of Isrzel(Ex. XV,25; XVII,4; XX,18 ff),
8 )
o o
(Fum.XI, 2; XXI,7), and is termed ni»* vay (Fum., XII 7). It
is declared that the great merit cf Moses consisied in his hav-

irg esieblished an intimate connection between the religious i=-

great

deas znd the morzl life, "according to the teaching of the
10
literary prophets",
Mention ca2n be maede of other indiczticns of prophetic ten-
dercier founé by echolars. The narretive ci the Garden of Eden
11

is conrected vith the main essentials of prephetic doctirine.

The narrative of Cairn and Abel is a reflection, so it is affirme-

ed, of the rrophetic conceprtion of true sacriiice as consisting

of an hwsible ard sincere ..eart rather than incence; that God

5. Ibid.

6. DILOT p.111.




doee not lock upon the "worth of the offering but upon the
12
epirit in which it is made". The monctheistic Cod-concept-

ion is upheld by the statement that the God oi Bethel is also
13

in strange lande with the petriarche (Gen.XXXI,13; XLVI,4).
On the ground of an imposing array of proofs of prophetic

influence, such s the above, vague generzclizations have bLeen

Al

made, Certain strataz are labeled "prophetic". The ideas of

"the literary prophets are found to be very prowinent in the E
14 i
code. Cornill, too, is struck by the clearly perceptible
15
traces ol prophetic teachings, in that code. The E writer is
identified beyond doubl as a contewperary of ihe great prophets
16 .
and their discirples., Scme, such as Driver, are inclined to

staup J even more strongly as a vehicle ol prephetic teaching,

and discover in it a fine w~<aw of ethiccl and theclogical re-

{
flection, (“ote a). The vrevailing pcint of view throughout
1&
J is termed that ci the rroghets. Holzinger places prophet-
19
ic ideas iu v dominent posgition over J. The purrcse of J is

described se the prunulgation ol the prophetic ideas of the

gaving purpose c¢i God and the divine training of the patriarchs
20

F's,
-

to be ancestors oi the reople ci God. JE as @ vwho.e is called
12, HEE p.136

15. CICPOT p. €0

16, F*FX p.8¢
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: 21
the prophetical narrative oi the Pentateuch, wnile Wellhaus-

en declares that we can trazce the influence on the tradition of
that specific prophetism which can be followed Ifrom Amos on-

22 .
vards.

B, Statement of the Problemn,

These inferences, however, are not the ncst that can be
drawn from the facts. Scholars, in the main, have not taken full
advantage of the impetus given by- this convincing testinony. Con-
servetism, evidently, has placed & paralyzing check upon research.
(Note b) The essential problems arising out of Lhese inevitable
truths have not béen squarely confronted. It is not enough to
point to the evidence with the insistence thal it affords indub-
itable proof of prophetic influence. We must proceed furtier,
and show hov, why, and when this force crept in. The conclusion
that the J and E codec are prophetic in spirit and tendency is
meaningless unless the cuestions of the method by and the pur-
pose for which this epirit was incorporatec, and the date of
its incorporation, are ansvered. These larger problems should
form the object of any Ifruitiul incuiry. They are the real
challenge.

Research into the problem of date will reveal a hitherto
unknovn field of incuiry, and unveil an entirely new point of
denarture. Certazinly the resulis will be fruitful in forcing

stud.nts to revise trzcditional assumptions. Ey linking up

21. DILCT p.110

22, WP p.361
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10
certain narratives with specific prophetic utterances and doc=-
trines, their date can be determined in relation to the date of
that prophet's activity. The logical premise is established at
the outset that a nerrative embodying and articulating a definite
doctrine first enunciated by a definite prophet reached its fin-
al form subsequent to the avpesrance of that doctrine.

In the same way, the purpose oi the authors of the codes in
using these narratives can be arrived at. The writer's aim may
have been historical; it is possible that he contemplated an au-
thentic historic document, an accurate reccrd c¢i the past. Or
his purpose uay have been to compile an anthology of Israelitish
folk-lore. Finally, he may have busied himsell rather with the
reinforcement and expression in narrative form ci certain prophet-
ic doctrines, To state it in another way, the narratives may
have growvn out of a homileticel design, and proceed.d out of a
desire to impress prophetic teachings on the hearts of the people
in a manner calculated¢ to be efiective. This last possibility
will become gradually lore stitractive as the clcse nexus between
certain stlories andé the prephetic mind is discerned. Surely tue

1

ceswnption is justificsble thot a story clearly uirroring a specif-

=i
-~

(=

ic proohetic view owes its precent compcsition to that circum-
stance, &ndé thal the association in thought is ot accidental,
The meti:od ol procedure will zls: be brought to lignt in the
course ¢l research. Did Lne Fenlateucual w & create these
narratives of themselves, or did tney innerit them Ifrom the past?
Anc il thece storiec were troditiocns, how did the compilers em-

idards did they select them?

.-

ploy them, 'nd according to wvhat ete
Vhat chanpges, il any, did they make? Once ve Lave learned the

purvose of the writers, the meazng by vhich they pursuecd it will



11
unfold themselves. The coordination ¢f need and instrument will
be evidernt. In order most easily to find & solution to the a-
bove problems, the salient features ¢f prophetic doctrine will
be associated with certain Pentateuchal narratives. A parallel
will be dr.vr between the course of the spiritual and intellect-
ual develomment of the literary prophets and their counterpartis
in the Pentateuch. This association, it is hopcd, will produce

convincing deductions es tc the dete, manrer ci composition, and

purpose of the principal narratives of the Pentateuch.

Abraham Feinberg

Fellzire, Chio
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after them with that divine purpose, had to be »urified and en-

: : : . s o : i
nobled, that he might carrﬁbn the appoini, lask. Such purging re-
guires yeers of privation and trial and sufiering. Aiter 211

evil is erazdicated frum his suil, then

h

o

, and then only is he a

od's servart.

[
[ 7p

fit toel, then coec he rise to the stztiure c

n

riie subsequent unfoldirng of the drama provides e remarkable

nicture of Jzcob's trizls, and the graduzl clesnsin: of his soul

» - —

(B ]
-

=
'_J

unidez their nower, ight, the sevaratiocn {rom his nome and
arerts, and- the many anxieties that descernd upon hiwk arc the
meane of his educaticn, and the eliminstion of iis igrobility,

Tlie deceit by Jacob of Eeau and Iszzc was avenged by Lestan, Eis

enforcec double service with laban (lote g) and the Larrenness

of Rzchel fall upon him as punismment. Yet Cod's rrotection
blessing follow him everyvihere (Gen. XXVIII,15). Ged is a
lovirg Father whe vill drav the erring youih to Him., In the con-

With the vrestling episode (Cer.XXXII), we cowe Lo Lhe climactic

z “ = P . e o A 3 - - syt W T1ye=" > oyt 3 ™ .
Ciliv IG ik 1oy 04 o C'L.u.'.‘ svriritusl _'r.'_'...‘...;.{-.'.-.-.. 1018
k k! J £
last dencer vwes thi reatest; Egau apcarentily w. s bent on nls ae-
R L Tt s - + - = 1.0 3 4 ; 'f-L. el to
ziruetion. In his extrenity he prayed to God; ne leld in t
- s + = = r
i reatest exte . 1 1al Cl riv, 0 E % t T"EIUEE n Ja
o A Trace Al result ol unl rayer he enerpgec victor-
Ml |
tc " - . e I
cus 1Irol W€ Lves T..’ al went T« I u L i 1. Ehanme G t1ll l.-v-'
E‘-Ii
- = e =l 4 o o) 4 " y "
( . OX111,53). The transformation frow Jacob the "deceiver"
: g . | Y P . —_ " n e = % = i | + - - = b - . 2
a o L L I.-_.' et i 1.1, Ui i vaes .ol "..LL’ and 'L.'.E _'.1;‘__\.,\1“‘.‘ Gf

™ -y i < - gy s 3
= e - o] =k o) g el e g e
- - -~ o
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Jacob stands forth in its sccuired dignity, a tried servant of
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lief that the sons bear the sins of the fathers was a prevalent
orne. The o0ld theoclogy had tought thet each individusl siifered
for the nation ar a whole. Tutl the groving conscience of Isrzel
rad gradually modified this false dogma, In Deut. XXIV, 16, }he
ancicnt custom of putting to desxth the farily of & eriminal is

s€tv £ ide, Ap the exile, with cli.ngel conditicrs, locier cleare-

beiore thiz eyes of Ezekiel, he vejected the dogmiie of collect-

ive dergtin, -nd declared ithat & ks ig resporsilble simply fovr
Llic cerseqguences. of his own erete. The lLigh mark oi Lie teach-

ing is resched in Chepter XVIIX. There the true lsw ol moral re-
cponelbility 1g forceiully laid down,viz,, et morel (uilt is

rot trenel.crnble, el revard and punichraent are zllotted to in-

Ar. intinite conrectior VBetvecn the C:ildb narrative sud the
Gocirine of Exekiel sugprests itsell ag very plouuitle, The ginm=
ilarity ir thou ht iz .xdly denistle, Metler tlie lirison is
couplete encuil to warrsitl a rositive afiimiation is oren to
£0i.e Grubl,

The iirtercer:ior ci Moge:r vith Geod (., XIV,11<85) may pro-
vide mopt Live. Fere Jlpdes aavaacer on arcwient foy God's {or-
siveneps ol In.nel Lzt i ideénticel vita thet Icund in certedn
oeb=exilie propunctic writingo. God wuit precerve Israel to up-

hold Lis resulati:rn zmony the naticng. The Birvtiene will infer

—

frol: the ruip I Isrzel ithat Yahiveh was fewerlegs Lo save it, This

conceptiorn of the iImdorience vi Yabven's regutction is ncownt-

ered Tron Jorenioh on. The prozbots Befoere Ll had s: 6 .en uncom-

» -
i0. KSE p.Z04

=
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promisingly of Yahveh's complete destruction of Israel. In Jer-
emiah a new éote is struck. BEzekiel carries it still further.

In Chapter XX, while reviewirng the entire course of Ierael's his-
tory, Ezelkiel relatee that on eversy occenicn when Yaohveh's first
impulee was to desiroy lsrael, ¥e hac lzter decided to save it
for Eis name's sake.(Ez.XXXVI,16-36; Jer. XXXII, 16 ff.]4l As a

corolliary te tiiis, he believed in & future restoration, vhich

v
4z
vouls wvindicate Yehveh's power aud preve &in to bo God.

The temptatior iz strong to judge at ance that Lwa, XIV,11-25
iz 2n outgrewtn of tiiis post-exilic develommuent. If ithat conclus-
ion b drevn, the entire Calel narrative is linked ur with Es-
ekxiel, for Lize irterceusion of ¥ocer Witk Yahvel is its 2limex,
end contrius the swa.ation of the theme (XIV,21-24). Yet the ac-
tual rhrage go oftern use. vy Ezeckiel, Taw ’9»-& , Geoes net appear
i S, XIV,131-25. TFrudence dictotes t.ereicre, thet as.ociat-
ion of this scenc(tke Calev stor.) %itk ZTrexiel is not soundly

Still rstther Zeed if furiisliec By the text, however; Jum.

-

XIV,21 s& s, "all the exrthi ie filled vwith the :lory c¢i the Lord".

thir ic rerirnirzeunt of Isudonr V1,3, =id wag indukitably depend-
.
ent on thet verse, uper recozlceting, teo, that lspinhk preach-

s reflected in Cihlcb's precservaiion, vwe Lcrforce

er¢ driven Lo the beliefl thai tie Caleb narrative represci.le a

ok
v
i
2

ion period vetvw cn Isaish's docirine of the “saved remnant"
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Chapter III- Saving Remnant.

A. Abraham's

Inlercession with

in Genesis XVIIX

The verses

with Goa in behslf of Sodonm

on
to be directly concerned with &
ive Ve

cetfing meagre.

with God rather than any picture

God-Saving Remnant,

recounting Abraham's intercess-

- 4 Y as
Lt v

o

, oy

6 apiea

s peeuliar in they

theologiczl problem, The narrat-

are remindec¢ of Job's

dialogues

of movenment or action. The

piece, ccnsisting of verses 17-19, 22b-33, is philosophical in
form 2s well as in content It is a direct atteupt to deal out
prophetic justice by arriving at a conception of what that in-
44
volves
"The whole tenor of the patcsage staupe it as 2 product of
2 meore reflective sge than that in whick the ancient legends
L5

originated? It is inconceivable that the early J writer
shoulc ve overlocked the Zate of Lot, as is done here, znd sub-
stituted @ discussion of an abetract principle of divine govern-
ment. (Xote j) The most obviocue solution .I the actual problem

ieed by the presence of Lot in Scdom would have been a promise

ol celiverance Ior the few goodly pecple in the ci (according
to the idez cf individual responsibility). The line of thought
actually pursued, viz., that the few righteous might save the

ole city, consecquentl ices ol arise naturally out of the
getory itself, but was suggested by the theological tendenciecs of
t ege in which the autihor lived. Indeed, no notice evidently
is f v a1l of the fact that later the godly individual, Tot,
id., GG introd. p.64
13, 8G p. 305



vas preserved. The pacsage is concernedc, not witk the fate of
the individual (as was the Caleb story) but with the poseibility
46

of his changing the fate of the remsinder, It bears a relig-

ious preblem per se, namely, whether & righteous minority can

divert celamity from & godless peorle. It does not relate events;
47 '

it is genuinely and wholly taken up with ideas. The o= TIen

48
ig, can a few good men save an entire comiunity. (Note k)

Tys o

. History of

i

the Problem.

That death and destruction occur to a people as a result of
vae 2 familiar conception in zancient Israel. Amos was the
first to sound the inevitable doom of I
All vould verish,was his prediction. Thus, in Gen. XIIX, 13, we

ere told thet the city of Sodom must go; its merited ruin canrnot
49

be aveoided. (This is en older version of the Sodom narrative)

Such 2 view was congeniel in a group vhere the individual was

com: letely submerged in his milieu, where the human rerscnality

in itself was accorded nc status. Under the aegis of complete

o
=
et

ective control znd dominance, it would be imposczible to imag-
ine that Sodom was inhabited by other than unrighteous DErsons;
2ll were alike, Latler, when social life began to dififerentiate
individuels, & new tendency was given momentum. The indivicdual
felt himsell to be a separate entity and sought an indcpendent

deetiny. FKe thought it unjust thai ne chould suffer for the rest.

Isaich was the first to distinguish between the comuuon fate and

=" : ST e

" . - | S N (., C ~ ol =t
ke 45. GG 1. 85

o o -

27. Ibi p.185
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that of the non-conforming few. Ee brought new insight into the
problem, viz., that a swall group within a large group would be
able to save itself. BPut the cuestion of the divine treatment
of righteous persons became very acute for the followers of the
prophets when the imminent destruction of the nation was announ-
cec. It was not until the exile that the allied problems of in-
dividusl responsibility esnd vicaricus righteousness becan to
press heavily on the relipious consciousness of lsrsel. Then Jer-
emiah and especially Ezekiel pronounced the dictum that the in-

50
e only for himself (Cf. Chapter II).

—

dividual is responsib
C. Relation of This Passage to the Froblemn.

This passage vuts the problem in the Iorm of a conversation
between Abraham znd God. A rightecus man, the favorite of God,
£ r ) ] 1 n [ - . b § -
4s, after the fashion cf the prophe te(Amos VII; Jer.XII,

1 ff). In its proposed solution the pavsage reaches beyond
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he rightecus be spared, but

L

n them the entire community also. The minority would

icarious selvation: the, would redeem &ll from punish-

W]
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-
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nent. In other words, ithe merits of the fev cin compencsate for

This attitude is undoubtedly & later devel.pment ol Isaiah's
teaciing, for had nct that demarcation between good snd bad

groupe been dravn, the doctirine here bodiec forth wouldé be incon-
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ion current in g%s dey that Moses and Samuel could sway the de-
cisions of God. At bottom, the popular notion wes mcre exten-
sive, and included any favorites of God witkin the charmed circle
of those with vhom e toock counsel. Jeremial himself had a rep-
utation in his own day as an intercessor.(Jer. VII,f 16;XI,14;XXXII,
16; XXXVII,3, etc.) Ezekiel XIV,14 ff, is also closely allied

-~

with the thought of Genesis XVIII, It implies that ordinarily

the rightecusness of Nosh, Daniel, and Job could redeeu the
= A

people.

T2 Ll aben]



Chapter IV- Faith,

A. The Akedah. An Epic of Faith.

5

The story of the attempted sacrifice of Isacc by Abraham
is one of the LLEi#tirring and a:pesling episodes in all liter-
ature. It is the climax of the Abraham cycle of siories., 1Its
~ucleus was a2 legend tha; tock sheépe in the northern kingdom be-

this time the practice of

child-sacrifice hizd become increasingly prevelent among the is-

raelites. (¥ote :) This custom was fought vigorously by the mro-
ive concrete illustr:=tion of their messzge, they con-
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it brozder vision &ar deerer aim, viz., tc demcrnptrate

that the srcrifice of the heart, obedience to God's word, the
readiness 1« newey His call and absclute faith in Him are dear-

er than any sacrifice on tke zltar. Further, we are instruct-

1 .t . ~"] - Y < - 1 e Y o Ao nia .4+ < " | R 5 P <.
ed that enly the fzith that standes the teset el trial 15 Lhe Crown
50 .
9 s £ ™ b . . > 4 e w3 o F s . + vemrelryr = »aleams
oy Agte. The story as it row exiets 18 ol nmerely & polemic
o 4 ML U K - 2 Ag Mg =134 v‘-r?[ﬁo 19 & g ALr’f"' - rnji,_
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nct the central ineme per ge. It is intrcduced teczuge it is the
60
et difficult trial to which God can subject Abrshai. In fact,
verse 2 states explicity that God had comuznded Abraham to "ofifer

-

vy his son as & burnt-ofiering." But He did so,

3

to test His ser-

Abraham's willingness to surrendcr his scon is the culminat-
ing evidence of his ccmplete fzith, acd unselficsh devotion to God.
It is the climex of a novement whnich began in Genesis XV. There
are informed that pglcom comes over Abrsham ai the thought that
he ie childless, and that he must becgueath to others all the di-
vine blessings he had received. Upon this, God in a vision proue-
and that his seced will greatly multiply. (Gen.XV,
1-5) Then, seeeinz Abraham accept it in faith(v.6), the future
oscession of the land by Abrzham's posilerity was assured by a
covenant (vv. 7-21), and at the ssme time a glimpse is offered
the patriarch of the fortuncs of his dcscc;d.uts(vv.lz-ld). In

way Abrzham is shown the progress and provisional high des-

tiry of his progeny in order that he may held fast to it in

At this peint, disappointment:, delays, etc., set in, Ab-
raham must oe vut on trial; he is Lo ve tested In the midst of
211, he gives ever Ligher and higher troof of his faith, until,

cle, he is ordered to kill his only son on the

t the very pinnsz
altar. ZEven then he does not flinch; the coumind of God finds
in ready to respond, "Here am I." And the iigure of Abraham,
fectecé man of God, standc beforeuns the hero of faith and

ern for all Isrzel, The keyncte of Abrzham's piety, the

n. 218. Cunkel in this very reference makes the inconsis=-
]
n
tent sosertion that the Akedah is not a "tendenz-erzahlung"< E

¢l. KEEH p. 94 62.. DG V. 2. p. 58
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cornerstone of his serviceableness to God, is his faith.

In Gen, XXII, vv. 15-18, the moral of the increasingly-
heightened¢ series of tests is read. This passage is the key.
Abrzhzm has proved his faith, and his worthiness. ©So, in language
that recalls the divine promises previcusly given in Gen. XII,

3; XIII, 163 etc.fésod once more renews His pledge and uniolds

to Abraham a wondrous vision of service and blessing(Note m).
B. Moses and the Rock, Lack of Faith,

In a sense the entire scheme of the narratives in Exodus
and Numbers may be clearly intercreted as pointing to the need
of faith in God.65 Throughout, one after ancther, the people
murnur acainst Ged or Koses becausqfi their hardships, and sever=-
21 times exvyress the wish that they had been permitted to re-
meir in Bgypt. Sometimes the Israelites complained about lack
of water (Ex. XV,22-27; XVII,1-7; Lum. XX,1-13), once about lack
of food (Xum XI,4 ff) and once because things were not going well
with them. (¥um, XI,1-3) Other examples ci want of faith are not
lacking, e.g., Ex. XVI, 4,5, 25-30; XIV,11 ff; XXXII,9-14; XXXIII,
12, XXX1V, 28; Num. XXV, 1 ff,etc.cs The terror of tuhe people
at the revort of the false ggies (Xwn.XIV) was also an illustrat-

ion of inadeguacy of faith. It wae for that very sin that death

in the wilderness was zllotted to the people. (Note n). In prac-

63. SG introd. p.27
G4, CECH p. 188

65. BTLY 9p. 67

66. DILOT p. 113 :

67. LCK
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or rebellion of the pecple was followed by punishment, or inter=-
cession by Mosees, and finally by divine intervention in the form
of help or harm or both. The period of th#&-anderinge, then, was
a time of stress and trial, rich in the experience of God's pro-
tection, but also of fzithlessness and consecuent chastisement.

(Xiote o)

,49
Cne incident (Xwm. ng differs from the rest in that the lack

of faith is evinced, noct by the people slone, but by Moses tggzsg
After the peonle mmurmured on account oi the lack oi water, Moses
was ordered by God to speak unto a rock, from which streams would
flow. Eut Moses, it is recorded, hit the roci twice. For this
lack of faith, he was barrec¢ from the fromisec Land, and would
rot be privileged to lead Israel thither.

True, the children of Israel had also rebel.ed, They did
nct think of Yahveh and &is might. And furihermcre, the P nar-
rative (the present cne) hze so cdified the primary E episode

70
as to place the guilt upon the peorle and excqyﬁate Loses.

(Azaron alsc ie involved, in the punishuent, though the actual

g !
striking of the rock is .y Moses) The esscnce of the narrative, :

hewever, is Lhat Mosee showed lack of faith, that he doubted the
7l
limitless power of Yahveh, who needs no mortal urging. Whether

ne only hali doulfed, or was mercly iumpatient, tne impiicatiocn is
72 :
the same, Though no directions are containec as to the use of

== £ iy =

o

8.CGLZ, p. 151, divides the passage into 2 streta and declares

tiiat the older puts the blame on the entire peopnle.

€9. The P account, according to CECE, p. 518, includes v.2(that
"the people assemblec thenselves sgainst Koses and Aaron®)and
the defection of Moses,

70. BX 569,570 71. Tbid. 72. GMZ p. 151
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the staff, (v.9),Meses was orderec only to speak tc the rock(v.8).

It appears certain, therefore, that Moses sinned in not thinking
73

7ehveh s power sufficient. Xote p.)

t

C. The Brazen Serpent. Syubol of Faith.

The story of the brazen serpent, (Num. XXI,4-9)is another il-

lustration of tke principle of fuith. As a punishment for lack

of Ifaith on the pas:t of the pecprle, God sends z plague of ser-
& o | F—— By e brmiatas © Moo =l e S P . o W, Fy 3

penis. Upor the prayer of Moces, who had been entreatec by the

toces to make & serpent and set it upon a
ole, and assured him that whoever lockec upon it would live. So
enec. "When a serpent had bitten & man, Le locked up to
the serpent of copper, and remained alive.®

In addition to the circumstance that the people were inflict-

f God's power(v.5),

(@]

ed with the pestilence beczuse of their doubt

thurq;s the confiruing fact that the brazen servent was made by

1 p—— - —— - o s s % . - . e - Yos s 2 — 1 £ +las s -
the writer, not hezler in itsell, butl & s nbol oi the hecling
7.
LS £ ~ 3 ™™ ~ o - i ATy, 8 - : + mrimnd e . 3
-over ol GOogG. L€ QOIi€ Wil0 4iG0Ls 11 to it, toward God, will

be cured. The source of the medicating influence is not the

thing of metal, but Yahveh.
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results of its absence, and the Akedsh by brincing into bold re-
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brewe came to attribute healing power to thie serpent itself. (Note q)
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Chapter V- Providence.

A. The Joseph Story. Divine Providence.

The idea of divine Providence is practically coierminous

with the idez of God., It is Lh#&ffirmation of a Purpose in the

universe. Once that Purpose of Life ie posited, the belief that
it v rk{itself out in human history is slready germinsted. The
laiter develops naturally out of the formecr.

We should not be surprised, then, te find the conception of 4
divine Providence a continous current throughout the PentateuGQJff
(or for that matter any other bock dedicated to the unfoldme
of the Deity). In fact, the idea of a God in history is
integral part of the Pentateuch tha

iardly an incident ree

ct
bt

therein bul lends more ahd more force to it. The very firs oo
ter of Genecis, in the concluding werds of each day's creation,

7
voices the zocd and wise purpose o earth and human life. In

these refrains one with imaginstion cun discover the rubric under
which iz contzined 21l the subsequent evelution ci the Fentateuch,
The entire Bible is an atteupt to sirow how God works io realize
the promise, "And God saw that it “was good®™., He operates through
men and events, through character and legislation and morality,
tarcugh all of life, Everything tlhat occurs in the minds and
iearts of Fiblical personalities, or in the wor:c/‘. zbout then, coli= =
tributed toward the ach;FVEment cf the cdivine goal. We are tolzﬁ’

L o

the result) that all the acts of mel

iy .
cither explicity (e.g., b
Lheir origin in CGod, They are His thoughtd given embodis
rent. Illustratione beyond number may be gathered(e.g., the

of Yoeah floated rudderless, but surely, God puiding it; God " ,




:

— S
watched over Hagar; He chose Abrzham as father of & nation, thus
ruling the fate of peoples; He intervened to deliver Israel from
bondage; Jacob owed his success to divine intervention; etec., ad
infinitw.).
The Joserh story, however, ic z perfect illustration of

God's purpcseful control of cvents, a drametization of the idea
of Providence (lote r). It is = well crganized unit. ”

80
very few instances can we recogiize J-7Lv’ . Tze bo

ies between the parts are almest entirely obliterated,.
are they woven together, Moreover, then*is a richness

ter vortrayal, a psychological insight remarkable for_ff
+ AN

The situations are ulitized to the fullest for whatews

M

dramatic vslue they may posses:s. An exauple of th
eand technicue is found in the anxiety of the brotis
seph in Egypt, or, on the other hand, Josegh's
of resentmenrt and love. The ckaracler cf Joseph fé~eﬁ

remerkable consistency in both J and E. Successive tests rey

hig fidclity, his ge
82 A
abilit;, and tact. He was & paitern of self-control, resist- 13

arice to temptaiion, high idealism, loyalty to kindred, peecple,

and religicn. Above all, he wae an exponent ol proicund faith
83

in Ged's gocdnese, wisdom, and providence. (Xote g)

The narrative falle naturzlly into five actis. The first
describes Joseph the boy and his relations withh his brothersss
The fQCOhd/ relates his experiences in FPotiphar's house.
third Jeseph is a prisorer, to be elevated to the high ponkl

of viceroy in the fourth, wvhen he meets his brothers.

80. GG 357 83. M@ -, 29

8l. Ibid, introd. p.37 B4, M@ p. 286
82. KBHE p. 127
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act comprises hig Becond meeting with his brethren and the re-
84
union of the family.

As in s symphony, the theme of the Josech narrative is
enrounced near the very outset, after the setting is fixed,
Joseph dreams of dominance cver his brothers. These dreams anger
them; "they hatec him yet the more for his dreams and for his

words."(Gen. XXXVII,8) DXNot only was he the favorite of their

fether, but he imagined to rule over them. In XXXVII, 10, U
scolds Joseph for his dreams, interpreting them as arrogane
Furthermore, sc urbelieveble were ilhese things that Jacob '

85
not believe themn. The movement is herewith begun.

dreams, as the narrator shows later, were sent by God; i

fulfilied. God, truly, had in mind thdelevation of J@

vesition ¢f rulership over his brothers; He did mes
him with power and authority. The drecms had ens

they were the messengers of His K vill with nen.

s ——

were they heralds, mere informanic, they vere tocls and instirts

ments, for it was through them that Joseph cume to his divinely-

appcinted task in Egypt.
Frow this moment on the purpose of God is graduslly reveal-

ec. There are two strats in the Jcueph narrative, J and E, but

both are one in their essential elements, and are as a rule very

intimetely fused, Roth demonstrate how at first Joseph, the
father's eye, the pet cf fortiure, was brough closed

ruin, and then through God's dispensation, became the ucans

te ruin, an 1 o
86 |
of succour to his family and to a whole nation. Zech incide

ie ¢ cradle Lo the next. One succeeds upon the heels of &

decessor. No event is superilucue, All heve their functipl
LORY
perform in the revelation cf the theme, A periccl orchcBtERtE

of forces and units! To the higher unity of idea everffﬁfﬁé else
85.GG p.366 86. Ibid. p,3564




is subordinated; every scene is & step in its development,

In Chapter XLV, vv.5-7, ihe precursor oi the final cumlat-
ive touch is brought out. This passzge describes how Joseph
consoled his brothers for the violence they lLiad done kim, on the

ose of sav-

(4 7

ce

bt

ground that God had gu him(and them) for the pur

(
b
[ Pt

irg their lives. By peering into Joseph's mind, we can the bett-
er grasp the full import of Joseph's words. Jcseph had zlready
deccided to bring lLiis family to Egypt and provide for them. Eov
could he have been in a positiorn to do this(so he meditated)

were it not for the crime his brothers had cormitied ageinst him?
The finger of God must have trzced it all. God, in other words,
is not to he read in iiracles, but in altogether normal events.,
There is an appropriateness of everyihing te the divine purpose

€acn cone serves. All the deeds of men, whether of good or ill,

but a2id in the accomplisihment of kis plan., e 1s the primary and

1 14 - . y T " - 1899 ™h 3§ $ :
The climsx is reached in Chapter L, 15-21, This is & vari-
~angy  wp s wmrs 1 o 4 ™} % o
ation, more vividly enacte., of the theme., The narrators found
3 T ] e . -5 -
the subject of Joseph's reletione with nis broulers dear o inem,
.
Fere agai ne iear of t.q rotiersis told., ZEut they admlil tnelir
gin =and crzve forgiveness(v., 17). E had nct yet reportec this
Cr
SO
ir Cherter XLV, and seenns Lo have reserved it Ior this final scene.
L T » 1 4 ¥ - e 1 11 ler + 5 e Tinal caf |
inen Jesepn 1ilnally UAUNRGETS We may liXen 1v 10 Ul linadl €ale= |
ening repetiticn of the theme in & symphony)the basis of t en-
p— o & . 3 - - 19 b
tiz tory. All the previous stress and strain and turmoil, that
8G. p. 440
. p. 44C
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pathos and pageantry, had converged to this one point: "Though

ye thought evil against me, God meant it unto good; in order
to bring to pass, as it is this day, to preserve a numerous
people." Here is the ultimate unveiling of the fundamental

1
foundation of it all,

In the unfoldment of His aim, God makes use even of men's
2

sins. Ee effects His Purvpose through human means, even though

it be without the knowledge and perhaps contrary to the wishes

of the agenis who actually labor toward its fuliilment. " Through
jealousy and folly the brothers would ;esdyﬂy one whose goodness

Bl
I

i

m

d them; but he, by remairing true to himeelf even in the

~ 1 +YV s
acpins ozl

misery, becomes the unconscicue instrument of z great
04

deliverance.

A deeper insight into natural events is affordec by this

story; they are the work of a r;;i:gkud. Gen. L,20 articulat-

f an overruling divine Providence, realizing
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purpose "through the complex interaction of humen meotives," and

gives a supreiie demonstration of the divine will behind men and
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alysis of the {irst chapters of Genesis must have raiged. Since
God has created the universe for pood, and since man las iree
will, vhat of thﬁbvil that man does? llen may do evil if they

-

chovse, the Joseph narrative replies, but somelow God in tiwme
=
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in the Tirst chanter of Genesis, ¢nd here attaining its Tull
resounding expression in the last--the teachings of the earlier
portions of the book of Genesis are rounded out, and the boock
becomes a single unit of Jewish doctirine. %ot only is the uni-
verse fas?ioned for gocd, but God constently directs it toward
he good.uu God has not forsaken man to work ocut his destiny alone.

God is with us:
B. Providence in Frophecy

The idea of divine providence is, ra.urally, fundamental to
all prophecy. is the touchstone ior an explanation of the move-

It
ment. Kot until Go
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genuine spirit be demanded. The participation of the Deity in earth- o
ly affairs must precede to give authenticity and authority to j
Eis commands., Thus, even with Amcs, the conception of 2 God in
history is cuite full grown. In the very first chapier His watch-

:
fulness over 211 the naticneg familizr tc Isrzel is boldly uttered.

Fis power cen judge them teo. In Hosea the ides is not so impor-
tant; he is absorbed with the fate of Isrzel alone.(Kote t) From

thenr on the sensibility to the active presence of God in events

increaces with merked intensity. Isziah goes so far as to declare
that Azsyries is but the weapon et
vengeance upon lersel.(Is. VIIXI,7) The focusing of attention

uvon the conviction ¢f divine purpose in the uriverse keeps pace

&=

vith the develommert of universalism among the prophets, (Kote u)

end rcechen ite culmination in Deutero-Iszizh, vho was moved to
the cdepthe by the vigion of Yahveh fuliilling the meagnificent

- 3 £ . 4 2 " PR - y s . LT T T ar + VL, SR -
promise of ereation, guiding hwianity surely to the golden age

of peace and love, with the aid of EHis servant Israel,
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The prophets then almost unanimously leid great strese upon

the godly element idhictor;, anqurtrayeu long periods in accord-,
(

ance with such a high perception. = They peered through the out-
er veil of haprenings and saw God. The fate of ewpires and domin-
ions was only a phase of His eternal rulership. Deutero-Isziah
represente the apogee of the ever-increacing crescendo of enthus-
izem at the sensing of God in the universe. Ee brought the ideal

to fruition.
C. Allocation.

Since the Providence concept was so native and femiliar to
the prophetic spirit in general, the association of the Joseph

narrative with any one prophet is -“roblematical, and to some ex-

-

tent conjecture. Yet the siyle of the story may give an inkling

-
"

into the correct procedure. The profound psychelcgical penetrat-
icn of the author of the Joseph tale has flready been comitented
upon. ZEvery advantage is extracted from the many opportunities
for characier portrayal and inner illumination. It is an elab-
orate picture. A delicate, yet stirring, aura hovers over the

o

rerrative from beginning tc end. Some incidenis are exception-

ally apoealing to the emotions, and revezl & modern aptitude for
pathos. There are meny insiznces, of which we may mention the

inverd nurt;rh;ticﬁ;f Jose I» vhen he First veholds his brothers

and his escape to & corner to weep unseen(Gen., XLIII,30)(Note v);

his hesitancy between the promptings of justice and sympathy

-

{lelf,ﬂé); his immecdiate incuiry after his ;a.Lcr(XLfIll,ﬂ'); and

" ' . - . . .
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their sense of past guilt znd their love for Eenjamin and Jacob.

100. EHI V.1l. p.55



38
101
(Xr1v,16 f1).

Such a finely perfected and sensitive narrative style could

-

not have been created and utilized except by & writer thoroughly
concciocus of the import of his message and utterly seized by it.
The idea of Providence, the vision of Gud's unerring hand, nrust
have exerted full dominance over him, And the telief in Provi-

dence was surely part and parcel of the intellectual life of the i
& |

age to give rise to such a delicious

n

bit of writing. Moreover, it 1

is extremely improbable that the refined nuances and shades of |

fecling characteristic of the Josevh narrative were attained near
the beginning of literary activity in Israel. It represents
a very late achievement, the fruitage of generaticnth labor.

These coneiderations lead straight to Deutero-Isazizh as log-

ically the influence behind the Joseph narrative. He capped the

climax of the constantly sharpening prophetic discover, of God in

ested such & beautiful illus-

history. His visiouﬂb041d lave sugg
tration of Providince as the story oi Joseph is. We make bold,

+

thereiore, to advance the belief that the seed which burgeoned

izto the portrayal of Joseph's life was planted by the great
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' CEAFTER VI- Xission of Israel,
A. Universalism in Genesis 1-11.

The view thatl the first eleven chapters of Genesis are
saturatec with & positive universalistic tendency is hardly to
be gaingfzfd and needs no strong defence. They were compoaed_ .

Trom a heighl ulterly detached from nati.nalistic particularismiss

The world-view presented is that of a mind that saw humanity?ﬁi
unit. Israel is not mentioned, nor are the herces Israelit;;1
Dominating the entire portion is the central and unecuivocal
thought that the origin of 2ll men was the same, that all man-
kind has shared the same manner of creation, that every race 1#-?
the outcome of a comuson vrocess.

The problem of these chaplers, and in a way of all Genesis
is first, the relation of all humenity to God; second, the par- &
ticular relation ofqlsrael to God; and third, the particular .
lation of Isrzel l‘r)wto other netions. Eoth the problem and i_ﬁ»
scolution are decidedly universalistic in character,

The creation of man was not a special act of grace to
Israel; God madi all men alike in His image. All are equally
His children.lou Their doinrng of evil and departure from His com-
mands are followed by & flood in which all but one righteous
man {not an Israelite) perish. "With the next generzticn he

'maxes a covenant of love, neve;ibring another flcod to destroy
mankind.™ God had punished mankind for falling short of the
stendard. The exact mezning of the promise, however, is unveil="

104
ed in Chapter eleven. The world sinnec again, by attempting
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to build a tower which would enable them to reach God. This time

God scatterecd thein over the ceerth.

e

This in brief is the scheme of thqﬁh&ptcrs. So far no refer-
ence has been made to Israel. The vista opened up before the
reader is as broad as the univercs itself. Such a form is the
only one conpatible with the first purpose of the chapters, viz.,
to deseribe the generel relation of all humanity to God.

But this sim is only z part of the greater unfelding, to
is
which these chapters are but a preliminary. True, &ll mcnkindhye-

hildren to the Father. But Israel bears a
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special relation to God, as Bis chosen instrument, as His ser-
4

ant to spread the knowlecge of His law, This second teacuing 18

rict avparent upon a casual observation. Cleoser scerutiny will re-

rael from the rest of the nations and to concentrate aitention up=

o+

on it had germinated. The principle underlying the arrangement of;
the d«tzcils of every primevel pericd was always first to dispose
of those natione or families that do not lesd directly down to
Israel, in crder E;:H/ Israel may at lengih come out & special
ie. Thus zfter the deluge the author separales off =211 the
numerous nations not belonging to the race that leads down to Is-

reel (Gen.X), and even arranges these in such a manner as to

come in order from the wost distant (Japheth) to the nearer (Eam),
he nearest (Shem). Not till then follows the series cf gen-
srations leading down to Terzh and Abrahau, (Rote w)

Thy has Isrsel been isolatec? Chapters ten and eleven contain

LSS+ R P Y

the answer. In Chapter X, we find a recogniiion and a concrete

declaration that 211 the races oi the ezrth belong to the same
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Israel had no dealings are included, Israel is still one of the
107
mass. All ethnic groups are c¢f the same race, rank, destiny, etec.
Mankiné is an unbroken unit. In Cha:-ter XI, however, this harmony
is shattiered. The nations are dispersed, as penalty ior the ar-

roganice of men. Verse 9 relates that "the Lord scattered thenm

abroad over the face of all the ezrth". Then, very significantly,

e

cur

nterest is concentraled on Avrahaia, toward whom the genezleg-
ical tables had been converging. (Kote x) Abrahan is isclated
from 2ll the rest.

In the relationship by which the condition outlined in Chap-

ter XI, end the focuging of concern upon Abraham, are bound, we
? = s L 2

learn the secret, Humanity through its {oclly had been disintegrat-
ed. (The Babel story was merel; means for bringing this zbout.
That the entire humzn race should be visited with such a terrible

(=N

punichment for a relatively slight offense is unreascngble) Abra-
ham has been singled out to reunite it. That is the reason for

hie lone emergence outl of the chaos of nations. The stage has been
preparec for Abraham. The task he is to accomplish has been set.
Finally, the supreme moment is arrived at, Abrzham is swamoned.

(Gen.XII,1-4a)

B, Abraham., Servant of God.

y ! 2 = T e e -~ - - - - - . -] -
Abrahsn is of course the type of Israel., The personilicate-

ion of peoples, tribes, etc. in the first eleven chapters will
108

not suddenly cease. Tradition is wont by such means to ex-
] the obscure origin of peoples, and reprecents the begin-
109
of z notion under the notion of ingle progenitor,
(Yote y) This device is very comson throughout the Pentateuch

Jo7.D& V. 1 p.314 109, EEI V.1, p.40
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(Gen., XXXVI,XLIX)
Genesis XII, l-4a voices the mission of the people of Icrael,

The blessing Israel is to bring upon the world is the knowiledge

= s = * — =l T o £ — - 3
vhase of the problem, viz,, thzt of Isrzel's relation to man-
kind, The universal significance of Isrzel in the midst of the
3 - N, 5 pernn ) Pl R ; T, s e i e ml- . Id=rivar Rleeant e -
natione ol the vwerld is here enunciasted. ilie GiV1INE OLEEBS1NE aC=-
ordec to the palriarclis is not cenfinec tc Isrzel, but is to be
4 3 - - | P! e < a1

the servant of God, the blessings of pezsce and love and communion

God are to be conferreé upon the world. (Note za)

with
If these verses record the selection of Abrahom(Israel )for

a mission, the succeeding narratives in which the

by

atriarch pleys

1]

a (XII-XXV,18) demonstrate how he proved himself worthy of
it, Belection is nol enough. God's service is t easy. The
servant must possecss uany virtues., The rabbis declared that Ab-
rals £ ect to ten tests and Iound not wanting, ®Above all,

111
ne had to have faith in Ged and ki miscion (CL. Ch, IV,A).

[

His possession of the required rualities had to be provec. "This
1 ' +1 e il . | e e, WY o o Y oy jo e - =y 1 of ~ 3
theme forms the central thought oi the Abraham cycle of stories®,
The aim of these narratives was to show how Abraham lhad become

XXVIII,1l4; XXXV,4; XLVI,3, etc. The idea runs like a

thread throughout the “"Lrinrn;rJ_fr.atives. Iszec Ifollows in nis
Tather's footsteps, preserves his inheritsnce, serves God, and,
like Abrahaimn, in cuided, protected, uand blessed by him,

110, SOTE p. 43 112. EBEI V.1. ». 326

111, ¥E p.o 115. D 7. 2 p. 189
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om the first to be the heir of the prom-

]

T

rass through a series of trials and purific-

ations until he at length became the man with whom God could renew
11‘:

the covenant. (ct, Ch. I1,A)

The selection of Israel to be God's messenger and witness of

tecting and preparation of Israel for this arduous task", is then
15
the central theme of the bLook of Genesis, The evolution of

[

-

God created the world for good.

1)
2) ¥an's earthly nature has interfered with Eis pur-

. A 2 2 i -+ ST 1, S S e
(4) Israel must prove its fitness for that mission,

~ - s . - - n 4 4 - -] -
(ﬁl\ Bven if nan persists to do evi

will turn it to gocd purpose.

ed by the thought of XII,2,

C. Deuter

»=-Isaiah.

o
I

The history of universalisi: and the nmission idea in the pro-
phetic movement is guite interezting. Auos believed that God had

power over other nations, and entertained a vague notion of God as
16 creator, Z2ut he did not see the rclation between Isrzel and
ocrld. Hosea was reactionary, and visualized a di'-."ir:;ée con=-

cern with Isrzel alone. Isazizh saw t.at God could use other peo=

14, D& V.2 p.191 /16. PHP! p-208
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ples as tools agsinst Israel, and so far may be concidered as an
advance; he also perceived God as the creator of all things. Jer-
emiah, though not retrograding, made no step forward, he was ab-
sorvec in God's purpose with the individual. Ezekiel actually
reverted to the pre-prophetic peoint of view; to him God wes a
reality only to Isrgzel, andﬁas egpec ly joined with the indive

idual.
1y
-

Deutero-Igaiah, however, completed the triangle, He saw the

close relationship of God to both Israel znd the other nations,

but more especially--and here is his originality--the mission of

binds together his teach-
118

iny of Yahveh's chosen peorle. He traces this

1€ world., The one theme that

destiny in the leading forth of Abraham, in the great deliver-

~

in its victorieg over neighbor-

ing nations, and the treining of Israel in its hour of humilistion
(Bxile). The ruling thought is that Israel, by virtue of its

training, is called to represent Yahveh before the world,viz.,

is the ma* 7ay, the Servant of God,(Is. XLIII,10; XLIV,21; XLI, |

flooded with the light of the divine countenarnce, n the vievw

of Deutero-lsaizh, the extension cof the understanding of God ov-

y B 1 % 9 4 2 S~ | ~ . . - N T - 5 4 -y e
r 211 mankind by Isrzel is the ideal of prophetism as it affects
119
3 Ya & ‘ - - ' 2 . - P s Sennd and e o A v
Y Crl'll‘; a5 vOl )y, LILC ..__'__‘_erL ellll O (e O A § L-u.t_;l el1lortl.
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The close intellectusl lizison between the Abrana wrrative

arid Deutero-Isaizh is self-evidunt. Such & couplete universaslism

ave found in the first eleven chaptlers of Genesis is un-
le before that grezt yrophei ol gingle hunanity. ZXor can
¢ etriking indicztion of the mission idea be casually dismissed;




120
it has the prophetic outlook in the highest sense, The per-

fect parallel between the thought of the selection oi Israel as
it is evolved throughout Genesis and the exalted interpretation
Deutero-Isaiah gave of his people's exile leaves no room for
doubt. Abrehan--the idezl figure of Israel--theMin' 1ai--was
ultimately a product of Deutcro-Iszigh's mind, the concrete en-

bodiment of #ke Israel as the people with a mission.
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Chapter VII-Conclusions.

-

A. Purpose of Narratives. To Illustrate Prophetic Principles.

As suggested in the introduction, an analysis of the prophet-
ic influences in the narrztives of the Pentateuch recults in en-
lightenment a8 to their purpose, method of composition, and date.
These will now te taken up in order.

The intellectuel content of the narratives treated above and
that of the respective prophets with whom they have been connected
are so strongly identical that the purpose of the narratives be=-
comes known at once. Such perfect accord can mean but one thing--
the narratives are an expression of prophetic truths. In their
present farm they are instruments of prophecy, ewbodiments in con-
crete form of the prophetic message. It was to illustrate prophet-

-

ic assertions that they were out

nto their present shape.

(WS

dhets, it must be remenberec, deliverec their messages

ther abgstract {orm. True, they often eumployed images and met=-

1]

in X

{x

sphors to give their truths illustration. These were however, but
secondary .o their preaching, and werc directiy cdicdsctic in foxm.

A more popular and more ¢ ttrzclive(to the mass) expression had to
be given these great spiritual truths., What imore natural than
torieg! They have alwaye exerted & deep and lastiing appeal to the
average rverson By covering the prophetic idezs with the garb of

the wri reg thues exnlited the naivete ol the

]

le and enhznced the effectiveness of vproghecy. They were the
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fairs. Historians as such they were not, because they shap-

ed the past to the need of the present. The raw material of their
subject matter they mcldec Lo their '.'.ill.123 Primitive history

was the soil upon which they rearec their ethical and moral and
epiritual edifices, In the hands of the narrators ithese ancient

tales became a prophetic reirospect with practicel application to

124
the present, (and future), The relijion of Abraham, for example,
125
is that o the narrator, who wrote as Abrahem. The trials of

Jacob were a prototype oi the suiierings of the writer's age.
That the character of Joseph should be idezlized was inevitable
and in harmogy with the purpose of the prophetic writers who
created hin, -3 Ee was & model placed before tane yocuth of the
writer's day. The fzith of Abraham, his readiness to follow God,
hig Tidelity and lavqpf God, above,all, his acceptance oi a di=-
vine mission were fcrceful reminders of prophetic exhortations,
especially those of Deutero-Iseaiah. So it was wiilh tThe other nar-
ratives,

Objective historians the writers obvicusly were not. Their
subjective interest is very evident, znd very vigorous. It formed
the goal of thzir labor. Do§2$inairian "hias" was the motive

spurring thew Lo their task. The concern with history as such

did not srise until a2 much later periocd in lsrazel's history.

{

Throughout the life cf all zncient naticns the writing of Listory I%
|
alvays follows other efficrtis and Ltud.nci§§ that have already geine
ed sirength, and hence charges with themn, ia The prophetic move-
122, *ERE V.10 p. 386 126, KEHH p. 127
123, EHI V. -1 p. 9% 127. HEE p. 226
124, KEBEF p.39 128, EEI V. 1 p. 104
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ment over a period of several centuriec was the cere of Israel's e
spiritual life, Especiazlly during the period of Pentateuchal
redaction, it was the nost powerful spirituel force in Israel.

In its outlook, the past played & very important role. In fact, in

a2 sense, the past was the authority and seal c¢i their activity.

The = at, so the prophets declared, had witnesced the revelation

of divine care and love; it had experienced Eie providence; it had
shovn what fazith could be end could do; it had illustra ued the

vowver cf repentznce.

Inevitably the prophetic ocutlook passed over with ever-grov-

(=0
s

ng strengith to the historieal writers, appeared continually in

their modes of conceiving and presenting events, and lent the
brightest colore to their style.lag The prophetlic truths were so
completely in possession coi itheir minds that they asc:iibec¢ them to
entiquity, and found thm+m3 ing the acticne o the very founders
of Israel. By thus enshrouding these principles in the neu%h of
age and the esuthority of great legendary heroc#of the people, the

i *

narraters rendcred more sure their advent into the popular mind,

an

The writers, then, wire patricis interected in tne past ex-

periences of the netion; sec far they were sciertiste. But this

peet was to them not an end, but a means oi bodying forth the sub-

-
3 ey sas 4 s petn e S . 1 - 11
lime ethicsl snd religicue truth as taught by the prephets. In ihe

acedenic sense of the word they were assuredly rot historians,
They were impelled by no loyzlty to historic accuracy. Eut they

¢id record the life of tke spirit, wkich is the escential life of

. e e . Al 5
c prorle. Their works unfold the experiences ol tie men and ToRen
alout them, they unveil their reccticon to cvents that were ilien

1290, BEI v. 1 p. 54
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taking place, Abraham did not need fzith; he was a fiction,
Israel of Isaiah's time, ari after hin, diﬁ, however, By provid-
ing deep insight into the soul of their coevals, these narrators
earnec the right to be callec histerians, and their products are
legitimately the biography of & people.

Furthermore, they are crective. They rezppraised and re-
created the national past in terms of new visions, new values,
and higher aspirations. They opend up new vistas., They Bhed &

hitherto unimaginable light upon what was unilluwuined.
B. Xethod ¢f Composition. Adaptatiocn of Folk-tales,

It has zlready been hintec that the Pentateuchizl writers
were not forcec to create the raw material for their purpose,
The stuif of their narratives was ready to hancd in the folk-tales
and lore of the people. Various traditicne and legends had aris-
en independently at different tlimes and piaces, andlas a result
of varying forces ani conditions in ancient Israel. v The auth-
ors cf the Pentateuchal narratives teock a nurber ol ancient myths
current in Israel for many generations. They also borrowed some
from Babylonian literaturec, learnec through the domirnant Babylon-
ien culture. These they compiled, reinterpreted, and modified
vith ;rezt freedom from the stand-point of the prophetic truth

131
rwotivating them.

The method of their choice oi folk-tzles was conscious and

deliberate. (¥ote ac) Thic is shown Ly the fact that irom a 3
32

higstorical peoint of view their narratives are not proportiionate,

e

130. ¥G p. 214
131, Ibid p. 19

132, KBEE p. 19
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Political events of far-reaching national impertance are ignored
or given but scant notice, vhile for example, the account cof Ab-
raham's sacrifice of Iszac is expanded with great detail. To
these writers the historical traditions cf their race were siuply
collections of valuable illustrations with which to enforce upon
the wminde of their conteuporaries the significant religious truths
it was their mission to impart. Out of the vact storehouse they
selected those they deemed worthy of perpetuation. Not loyalty

to historic truth, but usefulness as conveysnces for prophetic
truth, was their criterion.(Note ad)

That the writers passed judaguent upon the body of iolk-lore
befordlhem is further evidenced by the fragmeniary character of
certcin narratives. In Genesis VI, the story about the gods descend-
{ing to marry the daughters of men is confined to a fef verses,
Surely the original material was far more extensive.lsalt is like-
ly that thie theme was-a favorite one in the ancient Israselitish
folk-lore, just as st-Jds ii the Gre.k mythology. The tale of the

angele =t Malanain (Gen.XXXII) in the Jacob story is another case

in point. Kere it is relegated to a positicn far infericr to its

origitel rernk among the olk folk tales, Lecause it was offensive
154

to later writers. A third instance is Numbers XIII,22, a small

LICa
m

fragmert of ancient political history which undoubtedly owes its

cdiminutive characler to the exclusive religious purvose of the
135
zuthor,

The vriters went further than mere critical selection. They
cleo modified, chiefly by insertion oi key pzssages which altered
(e tenor of the contexti. Illusirations of this method abound.

33,MCX

134. GC, introd. p.47;320

135. DG V.2. p.33 '



Thus, the story of Abreham's intercession with God(Gen,XVIII,
17-16,22b-33a) is an insertion into the traditional Scdom story by
a secondary writer.(Note ae) It has been proved abgve(Chap.III,A)
that it has nqbonnection with the movement immediately preceding
or following, and does not coniect logically with the context., In
addition, the title and conceptiin of God as "judge oi the whole
earth™ reveal a much later stage in prophetic thought than that of
the original.136 Peculiarities of style strengthen the belief that
the verses are an interpolation. The predilection for long conver-
sation here revealed is in Hebrew uszge a sgign of secondary sourizf
and later composition. Deuteronomic collocuialisms tre also pres-
ent in XVIII,l'?-lQ.l38 A more zcute study oi the relation coi the
intercession story tc the context unearths more eviderce of its
secondary character, First, vv.17-19; according to v.21, God must

journey to Sccom in order to meke & decision znent its Iate; in 17,
He knows what Fe will do., In v. 19, God spcaks ol himself in the
third cerscn; thie evkward touch shows that the writer was con-

cerned with theclogy rather tharn a coherent narrative. Again, the

verses coentain reminders of God's promise to Abraham not Iound in
XVII1,1-16, Verses 22b-33a have more incoupestibilities. Accoraing

g that God remainec. Ac=

@

to 223‘&:(; three men went away; 22t relat
cording to 20 the three men aimed to go to Socdom; 22b-33%a records
that God did rnot go thither, butl after speaking to Abrshen sinply
partec. Abraham reccgnizes God in lkis pszssage, but not in XVIII
1-1€. In v. 25, God is czllec the "judge of all the world", before
whow men are but dust and aches(27); in XVIII, 1-1€, he is decided-
1y :Lihropomcrphic. The intercesrion, finelly, is rnot understand-
sble on the besis of ancient thought. Abraham might ask for the

precervation of lot, but not for the life of an slien and godless
136. XBEE p. ¢ 1537. GG introd. p. 3%

’ _ |
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people, The story as it is here, was beyond cuestion an at- oy

-~

tempt of the writer to treat of a religicus problem of his time
vhich cameé to his mind in connection with the Bodom story.
Another insterce of insertion is Gen. XXJI, 15-18. This pas-
sege is @lso secondary.lﬁo That is clear, not only from its lcose
connection with the primary narrztive, but also frow its combin-
ation of Elehistic conceptions with Jahvistic phraseology, use of
M axs, et.c.M:l It is plainly depvendent on E which precedes,
but the solemen recitetion of Yahveh's cath rlaces it on & line
142 A
with J. It does not continue t=ews=h 12. It ie certain that
the E story has been extendec that the great act of faith here
narrated might be crowned by &;ccremonious repetition of God's prom-
ise of a mission to Abréh&u.14a It_s very lansuage and use of
words recalls, XII,2, XVI, (10, XV, 5, XXXII,13, etc. According to
the older version, Abrahan's revard was that he could keep Isza ?44
The secondary suthor added the promice, to stamp the story as a
test of Abrcham's worthiness Lo be God's servant,

The Jacob stery is a brillient example of the compiler's al-

teration for the purpose of emchasizing the ethical and religious
voint of view. There are evidences that ithe clder tradition, for
instance, related the struggle bLetween Jacob and Lzban and the
former's triunph in & half-humorous vein(XXXI,33ff), snd that

the later version was more moderate and forbesaring, and desired to
145
prove Jacob's righteousness., This is varticulaerly marifest in
138. GG ©. 185
140, CECH ». 510
GG introd, p. G4
141, HEH p. 165
SG p. 331

42, CPCH p., 198

143, DGG p. 291

144. GG p. 217
145, G p. 202



XXXI, 42, where an effort to windicate Jacob znd show hic assoc~
istion with God, c;mes to ligsht., Chapter XXXI yields more evid-
ence. In vv., 3 and 13, Ged eppears to Jacob and orders him to re-
turn to. his home. This commend was not necessary, because accord-
ing to vv. 1 and 2, Jacoqhad already heard the mufmuring of
Laban's sons, and had perceived the threat.in Laban's ﬁEn. Jacob
was a shrewd man, and could have diwvined the hostile intentions

of his late employer. The visitaetion uvi God caon be interpreted
only as an addition by later editors, after th%tale had been
spiritu&lized,léﬁto demonstrate Hie pover and intervention in the
cause of justice. Further, we meet a prayer in Ch. XXXII, 10-13,
This supplication is different in tone irom its context. While

the rest of the story is chiefly on the level of the profane,  this
reinfuses deep religious sentiments., It represents the gratitude
of the pious man who finds hiuselfl unworthy of divine grace, The
prayer shows the "two bands" not, as did vv, 8 and ¢, ac & ueans

of escape, but as an earneet of God's protection end cure, and co

m

H

tains the sane ases a: are found in other passages aduittedly
147

econdery(e.g. XXXI, 10,13). To continue,the story of Jacob's

L

(4]

a4

struzele with the o '® (XXXII,23-33) is & skilful cowbination of

t

two versions in which both were combined, although it shows many
contradictions., In its essence it is s myth of high anticuity,
compzrabie to the Greck legend of Heraclees and Anteios. Here it
has beern sublimated by the interpolation of a blessing, ctc, Or-
iginelly utilized to illustrate the origin of the nawe Fenuel, it
148
becoues an account ol Jacob's final’ struggle and puriiication.

146, GG p. 311




A comparison with Hosea XIX, 12, 3b, 4-6, in which that prophet.
refers to this incident, confirms the belief that the Genesis

etory is the result of a spirituslizing process. In Hosea XII,4 b,

Q'abx instead of @'A is used, and in v.(ge., JAS» . The
prophetic usage is more crude, and earlier.ltv We can but reach the
conclusion from all these testimonies that the Pentateuchal writ-
ers found in the Jacob stories = rich source of material, and by
ada:tafion presented forecibly znd concretely the meral they wanted
tc convey, and emphasized the supreme fact that God was training
his people by varied and often

150
thaet awaited it.

gainful experiences for the mission

<

C. Date of Compogition. Late Prophetic Times,

It has been demonstraied thatl the stories of the Pentateuch,
especially those centering about the patriarchs, in the form in
which they have come down to us, "are Lhoroughly imbuea with the
prophetic spirit, and are the product oi the final metamorphosis
these unciint getories underwent anong the followers of the great
pro;:ets.lul The authors of these narratives, it has been proved,
were followers of the great prophets, filled with ccnviction and
enthusiasm for their principles, and were impelled to perform their
literary lsbors by that conviction and that enthusiasm, Assuming
that the preorhets were the first te enunciate the doectrines with
which they zre herewith identified, the conclusion, startling as it
may be, is inescapable that every respective narrative wes finally
corpoced subsequent to the appezrance of the teachin: it embed-
ies, =nd therefore to the respective prophet who represented that
teaching. This is the logical outcoume of all our investigation,
the ultimate goal toward which it lias inexorably moved.

149. KSE p. 102 151. EPI foreword p. ’22
15 0. KBEH p, 102
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There can be no reasonsble gainsaying of the deduction that

a story formulated under the influence of 2 specific prophet, with s I%
the purpocse of giving new expression to his mesgage, must surely
heve attained its present atructure after that prorhet had veiced
his truth. Every argument, then, that hga been herein adduced

in support of the first premises, viz., presence of prrophetic in-
fluence, purvose and method of compositicn, also contributes to
the support of the last, viz., date.

This final conclusion, inevitable as it surcly appears to be,
has consistently been avoided by scholars, probably because!it rec-
eseitates a restatement of the generally-a_ccepted Lruism#hf Bib-
lical criticism. Though many students have agreec that prophetic
influences can be traced in the Pentatcuch, (Cf. Introductien) they
have hesitated to use that fact to search cut the secret of date.
For example, E ig by meny -placed ﬁt about the middéle of the eighth
century, on the ground that the author refers tc the past of Is-
raell to the northern shrinec with veneration as though they still
existed, a;g cn the ground that no allusion i#Lade to the fall of
Sanaria, e Kuenen states simply that the religious and umoral

ideas of E place it in the widdle of the prorhecy of the eighth

century, and that the terminus ad quen is surely 722, for there
ic no hint of the fall of Samaria, and the old holy places were

153
still weli Thic is & typical illustration of the fallacy.

Kuenen perceives the cpersticn of prophetic forces, but the come
plete significance of the fact escaped him. Furthermore, the
critics referred to hoere forget that the Pentateuchal zuthors
vere net writing history; they were not sensitive to political

152, PEPI p. 285
153, HEH p, 224
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occurrences. As for their reverence for Bethel, etc., tha?is

only superficizl, not basic to their consciousness. We nust bear

in mind, too, that the naerrstors emplcyed folk-tales which cluster-
ed zbout these shrines. Agein, granting that their attitude.toward
the holy places was one of love, it could just as well have been
directed toward them after tieir destruction. That fact may even
have heightene¢ the sentiment,

Kittel declares that the termimues ad cuem of E is Amos and
Hoses begguse these prophets refer to scme of the evenls related
therein. 5 He quotes as an example the mention in Hosea XII, of
the narrative of Jacob's wrestling. True, Hosea was acquainted

with the legend of Jaccb's. stru;gle with the angel, but not in
- L

the spiritualized form in whick that rarrative is cast in the Pen-
tateuch (Cf. Ch. VII, B)(Xote af), This is true of the other re-
ferences in rophetic literature to Fentateuchal characliers., Is-
aizh 1I, 2 refers to Abraham's call; the only deduction we mmay ex-

tract from it is that Deutero-lsaiah knew of the Abraham legend

P AFCOTSeV)
(Yote ag) The fact, tnnrefogptxat prophetic leesers could be
made useful in the cuest for the date of J and E, was not lost
entirely upon students of the subject, though its possibilities
vere not aliogether understood. e e
Ly &

Sometimes, worecover, the interpretzticn placed upon the allus-

ion to a patriarch in prophetic literature was just the reverse
J Rt
of what we think it should have been. For 1nstaLceﬂ61n consuenting
uron the statement that Abraham ie z late develomment of vatriarch=
155 until Ezek, XXXIII, 24

gl lecgends, because his name does not apgear,ﬂconcludes irom .
Genesis XII, 2, that even in the pre-prophetic period the name of
Abraham wae famous in Isreael. Ee thus jut the cart before the
nerse, assuwjug at the very start that Gen. XII, 2 was prior tco

/54 HEH p.22>

4 ) -

155, Wp p. 317 15€. SC p. 244 s
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the prophets.

In ppite of this conservative disposition on the part of
many authoritiea, the facts and their significance cannot be
blinked at. The universal background of the first eleven chap-
ters of Geneeis is so positive and so fully depicted that any
earlier dete than Deutero-Isazish is evading the nrobleun. Xot un-
til his tim+:as such & thorough-going universalistic stand-point
poseible. These stories were produced in the mein between ihe
first hzlf of the seventh century, when Judah became tributary to
‘Asgyria, and dominated by Ascsyrian thought, and the Eabylonian ex-
ile, two centuries later, when transplantiec to a strange land,
Isrzel continued to live & unicue religious life.ls7 Only under

such conditions could Isrsel's spiritusl lezaders c¢volve such a

universalistic concevtion of God and ..ankind and Israel's role.

The marked indication of Babylonian influence in the myths of
these chanters may or may not have any bearir.qon the problem. The
prophets of the exile uncuestionably, it is said, exerted a great
influence on the production c¢i theze narrative:s as they are in the
Pentuteuch, gladl}; admgtt.ing whatever tended to promote the deep-
ening of their ideas.laa The references in tieir writings to the
legends are relatively numerous(e.g. Is. XLIV,9 to XNozh and the
flood; Is XLV, 7, XLV, 18, XLII,5, XL, 26 to creation and Genesis
cosmogony; Is. XLII, 27 to Eden story; Ezekiel XXXI to "Garden of
God"). The flood legend, for example, of the Bible oi‘fer: remark-
able resemblance to the Babylonian account. Gold:e:ii:uarl‘J9
157. NG p. 18
158, GHE p. 387

159. GMM p. 382
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asserts that the Jews did not zdopt and write down the.narrﬁtive_- ﬁf?;
of the flood till some time during or after the Babylonian exile,
Yet history tells us that Babylonian influence began to make it-

self felt in Israel during the reign of Menasseh, who was captur-

ed by the king of Babylon and repatristed. Jeremiah condeuns the
worship of Ishtar in his preaching. With or witkhout the suprort
of Babylonian influence, the full-grown universalism of the firsit
eleven chapters and their commection with Deutero-isizh and his
followers is suificient ground for claiming thatl their final re-
dection is at least exilic.

The intimate relationship between the Abrzham cycle of thought
beginning with XII, 2 v.?i.hﬂ the miscion idea of Deutcro-lsaiak,
lezaves no ground for dinying that it too is very late. God's

charge is d.liverec to Abrahem as thevnt 72w of Deutero-Isaiah.

(¥ote ah) TheT57bis a new interpretation of the exile; it was
addressed, nct to a personal Abrazham of legend, but to a microcosm
of Israel. In fact, the whele vook of Genesis mz; have been finally
redactec in the spirit of Deutero-Isaish, for we have noted that

the rission concent is the thread upon whicli its cycles ¢f narrat-

of Abrsham, afte: th#&rena has been rrepar-
ed in the Tirst eleven chapters; descends upen Isaac; is the ul-
of the Jaccb story; and lingers en in Joseph until
the end of the book. The writing of J and E did not stip vith the
supcrinposition of D, butl continuecd, Thece very latest vwriters

gave it its present form ard worked into it their universzlistic

1el8
The nerretive of Abrezham's intercescion (J) is at the ear-
liést a product el thqhxilic reriod., Abrahenm's solicitude and

s;mpathy for non-Isrselitic peoplez, =nd hie brozd concegtion of
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God as "Judge of all the earth®, in 2 surblime, disinterested
sense, reflects tire thought of later prophets, such as Deutero- el

' 160 :
Iszizh, Ruth, and Jonah, rather then those before the exile, -

(Note ai) And the close zllisnce in the promulgaticn of the sav-

ing remmant idea with Bzekiel(CL. Ch. 111°'C) buttresces this cone

te

]

ition. .
To learn the date of the Akecah story it is essential thal we

recollect what 2 bezutiful en stirring symbolization of feith it

is {Cf. Ch. IV,A), arcé how perfectly it expresses ihe idesl of

Isaiah. This holds true slso of the narratives o the Erazen Ser-

pent, and Moses and the Rock(in Xwibers)(Xote aj). The final re=-

s %

vision of these storiec certzinly tocok plsce alfter Isalarn,

The compilers of the Jacchb story must have been Ifcllowers of

the prophetic group that worke the spirit of Hcsea,(Cf. Ch.I,B)

-

ter than Hoeea(probably in Judsh,
161

f’ﬂJA_

and muet heve livec somewi
gince Lhe northern kincdom was overthrown in 722) (Fote 2k)

The date of the Joseph narrative, when sought only through its
liaison vith prophetic tezching, is elusive, since ihe idea of
Providence was general cnd baeic to prozhecy. But its perfection

iece of psychologiczl insight inclines core o tlie be-

88 & Hasier

"d

lief that it is & late product. Furthermore, the tracec of univer-
salism in it may be germane. For ex.uple, God sends dreams to

for the blecssing of the people of Egypt. Fe is in Egypt
2lso. Ye preserves an an o ,viz., Egyptl. So the narrative is

surely not ecrlier than Amos and probably belongs to the seventh

S i o TERSER



Caleb, as we have shown, represents & transition period be-
tween the thought of Isaizh and .hat of Ezekiel.(Cf. Ch. II,C)
Ve mey place it then at a date near the beginning of the exile,
wnen the portent of the coming destruction drew to the attention

of the prophetic party the guestion of responsibility,(Xote al)
: & - -

|
= |
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There is a wide divergence of opinion about the relative su-
sceptibility to prophetic forces of J and E. Further mention

of this dispute is ‘irrelevant.

An interesting illustration of this hesitancy is afforded by
Skinner(8SG, introduction, p.52). After admitiing that the sec-
cndary strztz of E and the redactional additicne to JE come
within the sweep of the later prophetic mcvement, he drops
that new chennel of inguiry altogether, znd neglects to pur;

sue it further.

Gunkel is so strongly affected by these indications of fun-
meking that he goes to the extreme of terming the sale of the
birthright a cheap myth, and criticizes exegetes for not hav-
ing a sense of hunor, (T;e origin of the ntories is admittedly
folk-lore, but they were later re-vamped to accord with a high-

er purpose than that of amusement.)

The historical import of the Jacob narrative, though not the
object of our search, should be ackni.wledged. The agreement
between Laban and Jacob is an zllusion to the covenant between
Syria end Ierael drewn up during the reign of Ahab., The sirug-
cle between Eeey and Jzcob renresents the contest waged be-
tween Edom znd Israel. In the compiler's days the former was
gtill the arch-enemy of Judsh. This relationship added to the
subjective nature of the tale; the writer, inevitably some=-
vhat chauvinistic, is gratified at Jecob's triwiph over Esau

end Leban, and exulted a bit in his sbility to outwit them.

PEASSEES TLAT = AL
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Jecob did not claim the birthright of property afterwards(DG
V.2, p. 198)

The concept of the mission of Israel will be discussed in a .

later chapter.

Vividly described in Gen. XXXI, 38-40. SG p. 398 decleres this

vassage to be a fine picture of the ideal shepherd.

A textuzl analycis will bring this out more clearly. It will
be made in connection with the chapter on method of compesition.
Gen. XXXIII, 14-17 is a2 blemish on the artistry of the stery.
There Jacob, after promising to follow Eszu to'%gg, breaks his
word. A complete confidence and reconciliation is more lcgical,
Perhaps the cowpiler was prevented by historical coneiderations
from lending the story ite final touch of perfection, Judah

and Bdom, it is remerbered, did not dwell together in brotherly

Skinner, characteristicelly, fails to follew up the hint he
himseli has threwn out concerring the probzble daie of this
passage. The logical implications of rig(for him) bold state-

ment are not at all discernec¢ by him,

In a later chanter, it will be shown that the passage is an

insertion.

WP »n. ©0 state: that the practice of child-sacrifice was not
introduced until the Pabylonian exile, under Ascyrian influence.
HEH, p. 249 on the other hand, declares that it was an Isreel-

itish custom already when the Akedah wae written, for Gen. XXII



1.

is directed against it. If Wellkhausen is right, the Akedah is
not an attack on child sacrifice or it was not composed until

the exile. If Eolzinger is correct, the reasonable deduction,

which he does not make, is that, since the Israelites undoubt- | 2
edly borrowec the practice from the Assyrians, the Akedah story
et have followed the rise of Aseyrian influence in the north-
ern kingdom. .
The phraseolo.y hias mmuch in common with late prophetic writers.
In the chapter on method and purpose of composition, the later

origin of these verses will be shown.

BN, p». 525 defines the purpose of Caleb's speech(Xum. X1V,7-8)
ae bringing to the minds of the pecple the conviction that the
root of evil lies in lack of faith, gép gch glsoc declares that
the chief sin in the JE account is not the uprising itself,

but the indifferent faithilesesness.

BELY, p. €7 finds in these zccounts a reflection of the attitude
of later sres itoward the desert journeyinge. The morsl they
taucht was that just ar God helped Israel then, so He can now,

Therefore, lack of faith is & sin. (The dearth of time and space

forbids our entering upon ies separately; this

1 ic very illuminsting, anq&ully cccords l
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G¥Z p, 185
the decth of Yoses srd,‘arun before the entrznce intec Palestine.

seers to us unlikely. The priestly narrator,
who exclts Aaron concistently, would not ascribe his exclusion

from the laend to an offense &sgainst God.
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It was brought to the Temple by David and rnot abolishec until
the reign of Hezekizh,

Renan compares it, as literature, to the Odyssey.

In Gen., XXXIX, Joséph displays a strength of viety and a moral
greatress which range kim with the patriarchs, and meke us
understend how the welfare of his house depends on him. (DG V.2

p. 350)

Yet Hoseé wistfully refers tc the desert period of Israel's his-

tory as the _olden age of its life, when divine providence

guided it in the wildernes: as a father leads his children.

The two concepte are closely connected. The idea of universal-

ism will be taken up in the next chapter.

Gunkel terme this scene "a masterniece of psychclogical insi

In like menner, he discards all Tergh's and Abrzhan's descend-

ct

ents vho do not lead down to Issac's family, especially Ish-

mael(XXV, 12-12) and not till then docs the history of Isaac
and his sons sopear(XXXV, 15). Furthermore, Eseu(XXXVI) is
separated off so that at last Israel is left alone, the single

great subject of the narrative.

The geneal ry in Ch. XI belongs to the P code(CECH p. 50¢) and
ig, therefore, a later insertion. It is, however, but a contin-

uation of that in Ch., X, =bout which schelars seem to Lc hope-

lescly divided. At least vpart of the latter is J; Dilluamn,
o)

-~

Tudde, and Cornill aseribe much of it to J , and both Wellhzusen
-nd Fuenen spgree thet a gocd pertion of the laiter verses

ng with Shem are J . {(HEE, "Quellensscheidung Vo Genesig
bis Jochua®, zprendix). In any cace, the seccndary J stratum

T &

E
»:




did contain a chronology, which P, characteristically, per-
fected., The pedigree of the genealogies does not materially
affect the relationship of the Babel story and the call of
Abrahan(Ch., XII),for all scholargfs attribute both to J.

Y. GG, introd. p. 26 declares that the use of types is a sigqbf
poverty of expression. But the writers knew hiow to mzke a :

virtue of necessity.

z. If we interpret "blescing®in any other sense, ihe promise is
idle, The fact is thalt Abrzham did not bring materisl bless-~
ing to those with vhom he came into contact. To Egypt and

the Philistines he brought a2 plague, and to Sodom ruin.

ac,GC, p. 150 contends that XII,l-4a is & description of Abrah-
am's faith. God demanuz the ulmost of him, that hz leave houme,
family, etc,; Ee orders hinm to journey to an unnaied land, and
gives no reasor for the cemmand., Gunkel furthernore states
that Abraham became z whole people because of the faith he
demonstrated here.(in the first place, the reason is given,

viz., that Abraham umight become a blescing; secondly, an even

greater trial of feith is confronted later(Gen. XXII))

ab.This principle was characteristic of ancient writings, The idea
of personal authorship was unknown to those writers. They wrote

anonymously, and accribed their sentiments to herocs of antig-

uity. BExaunples are the Psalms, atiributed to David; Song of f

1S

grarha, and for that matter

Songs, tc¢ Solomon; the FPseudep
the entire Pentateuch, which up until recent timwes was believed
to be of Xosaic origin, The prevalence of thie practice brings

inte bold relief the strength of rersonality of the proghets,



ac,At times the writers show a reverence for these folk-tales,and

ad, The Xidresh ie & recognizecd Ifowa of later Jewish literature
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With the exception of the unkmown prorhet of the exile['néut-{ 8
ero-Isaiah)their names have come down to us. Personslity :
and teaching were fused; both have lived. These men must

have had a tremendous influence on their contemporaries.

attempt to preserve them as far as possible. They often kept
much that they only half understood and vaguely cuspected,

Some that were offensive were combinec with others, as var-

jants. This reverence ie reflected particularly in Genesis. '

(GG, intrecd. p. 5%)

which arcse from this tendency of the religious mind to mod-
ify historicel material for the purpose oi present edificat-
ion. For example, the pseudepigraphigal books, and Jubilees
were 2 uroduct of the taste of the times(firet century B.C.E.) ';
imposed upon ithe canonical Genesis, Modern sermons often re-

sort to such nethods.(SOTE p.6)

se.CBCE -. 510 terms the passage a supplement by the same school

of writers.

af.The passage in Genesis XXXII describing the struggle is chiefl=-

bz ]
(&9

(=

-

1y 7. (CRC¥ r.512) But that does not aifect the argument.

-

There may be something very meaningful in the circumsiznce

that both Hosea and Deuterc-Isaiah refer to tho:eoincidunts

ct
P

1ws been proved )demonstrate their chief doctrines,

bt

TS
I o -
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Tre inference seems logical that those teles were the most '

popular in the time of the respective prophets, and that

F o £

utilirzation and cdzrntaticn by the prophet or his followers

A — -

would be most likely to occur. In other words, EHosea's

==
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disciples woculd select that of Jacob, and Deutero-Isziah's
that of Abraham. Anyhow, the coincidence is suggestive.

The further facl may be menticned that Abrazham dece:z not ap-

pear in prorhetic litersture until the exile.

Gunkel(GG p. 184) points out that vv, 19 also is decidedly
universalistic. It is an improvement on the old tradition
that Israel is given the divine blessing without conditions,
and states that Israel is not sure of this blessing until it

"keeps the way of the Lord".

Dillmann(DG V. 2 p. 146) remarks that the promise of God in
vv. 15-18 of Gen. XXII are confirmed by an ocath of God himself,

and that this oath occurs again in the Pentateuch only in
2

Ex. XXXII, 17(J )and X¥um. XIV, 28, wﬁicﬂﬁMSF declares to be

late. The stylistic connection may suggest late4?haction of

Gen., XXII.

The artistic unity of the story mey signify a late develop-
nent in style, and, therefore, a late date of final compogit-

icn,

The omission of Jeremish from the prophets influencing the

fentateuch may seem strange,  Jeremiah, truly wes the one of
all the prophets most swayed by God's revelatiocn, and ncst

possessec by the consciousness of his divine call., Ee

presents "the zeme of relisious faith"(BPI p.19). Ee is

et

2 sublime figure not so much for the particular interpret-

aticn of life, and the universe to which he was led, but for

the inner fire which burned in him and the active life of '

cervice to vhich he wes driven, the point of highest

develcpment of prophecy as In his intellectual

spirituality.
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concepis, he is usually a transition stage. For these reasons
it was impossible to discover a clear comnecticn between any

great idea of Jeremieh and the Pentateuch.
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