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I NTRC'DUCTIOl: . 

A. Preser.t Sta tus of I nvestiga tion. 

1:odern cri iica l s tuden t s of t h e .Eibl e are practically a 

solid pha l anx beh ind the viev, t i:at t h e -prophet s a r.d t heir 

school s exerted a s trong influe nce over t h e com9osition and na

ture of t he Pentateuchal narra tives. The observa tion mee ts one 

a t every turn tha t this is aD1ost a universal beli ef. Uru y are 

the proofs a dvan c ed for the p l a ~s i bili tl· of tha t declara tion. 

The illus tra tions a r e even , .. or e nume rous . Sarne of t h ei!J &re ob

vi cu.~, even to a s omewha t c&sua l s tu _er.t; others mu s t b e cemon

s tra t e l by a cute a na lys i s . 

For i r:.s t .!nee, t he tta t ette r: t ths t t:r.e na rrative of the e,old

en calf b ear s t he urn,d s t akabl e hallmar k oi propr.etic orig i n can 

ha r dl y be denied . The t rut h s tri ke : us a ~ once tha t it ~as 

molded i n its p r e een~ f er ro out of t he d~s ire cf t he narra t.orf 

t o l a unch a r: a t t a ck u:poi. Lhe i dol - ,. cr shi p t=.nd t he c ult of Be t l:

t l. I n o t her i orcis , it \'.as 1,ro;,4{:~.r.da emanatin~ froia t l:e follow

ers of Amos , ;· i.o ,:as ur,co1111Jr o1:i s i 1.c i r. iii e e.ntip a t hy t.ov,a r d 

t hat ~iiri 1.e . {3 : 14 ) It i s t.cr,deba t able t };a t t h e story of the 

gc ldcn c .... lf received i t e 1n·e s en t fcrI.J t o de t ~r-1 .. L.e t he a tti t~dc::: 

t i .a t true v:orst.i pcr i=; tht u l d t ~ . . e towa rd. t he e old e.n ca l f s a.r.c-
1 

t uari c :: a t Dar: .=-1,d !3et r.el. 

l:or doe"' t he de o i c .l.tio?. of t i.e Akeda h story a f', pro!•het ic 

i n s ource r e~u ire an abur;da nc e ·of evi oei.c €: . l'o s tud 1en t ca n read 

it per.e t r ~t i r.e,l y Y:ith ou t c onc l uci inL tha t it v,a s v.ritter. to body 

1 . ~ P . ~ ~ . 361 . 
Me~ 



forth i n concrete ex aJ!"iple the prophetic doctrine of faith as 

enunciated most clearly by I saiah. 

The i1,tercess ion of Abrahal .. with God on beha lf of Sodom, 

6 

too c annot be class ified as othen,ise t.har, a prophetic •tenden2-

2eschichte". I t embra ces wi thi n its elf t he ex::;:res .. ion of a prob

lem whi ch coul ... :r.ot have or i e,ina ted ir. a circle no t drenc .t:ed by 

the truths tl,a t 2.re corJ1;,or.l:,· .:..ssoc iated v;i t h :prophecy . 

Ex~•lupleB of ay ~:arent points of contact te t v. e en t.lle Pen ta

teuch and pro:Jhecy coul d be ~rovided i n suL icicr:t cmour.t to 

make any difference or. t hat score untenable. I n additicn , s chol

a rs have ferreted cut , .ore subtle associaticns , e.nd ilave made 

!_'; <- rieruli~atiorie on the ~round preparE:d by t .te11.. I t i s u.nr:eces

sary to list a ll , or even -;, l ar::e fract.ic1., c,i t.he1n. Tne meth 

od of d i s covery , hov,ever , c ~ r: i:.e illustrate<l. Ti:.us , v.e: are ap• 

pri " ed of t he f a c t t 1.::. t Abra.halr, ar.d .!.:oses , t he tv.o most promi n

ent r,articipar, t s i the . . arrati v e~ of the Pentateucr:., a re treat 

ed e s rropi.eti:: and re.9E:atedly ei.dor ed "Ii i t h pr o.r:hetic g i f ts and 

characteri stic~ . A~raha.rn , ir: Oen. XX, ? , 17 , is sought out by 
2 

Abi melech to i r.terinedi ate v.i t h God, a 1.d i s 1::v e1. cal.Le e a ~•l..J. 
3 

Eolzince r utilizcn t i.i s as a ~r oof 01 ihe pror:,r.etic tendency 

of t he E code . 1.:oae~ , i s li.<e:ned to .. !.)!'O!)het ir, t.h e lOaill e r of 
4 

hir call. I r, 1ac t , E..-ald !)air.ts cut t . . :;.t a c cordinr, to ar.c -

i ent tr~di ti t r. , ::.:oi:e::: i c, dee:it; et a tro~ilet. 11 fro1,, the 10oment of 

l!i o soli t ucl t-> o.t Sit.ai , i·. hc.n he v,&.s sudc.enl ~d irresisti ly 

2. DI10T p .111; KEJ: p . 189 

~. ~EI V,II, p . 47 
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transported by an overv,helming fire of di vine revel ati on" (Ex. III). 

The conception of the great leader as a p roph et is s a i d to p er

mea te every recollection of and every narrative respect,ing him, 

and muc h i s made of the fact t hat HoEea, without narnin£ h i l'i , 

briefly r ef erred to hiir, as a " :prophet II by v;horn God i n a ncient 
5 

days broueht l s r ael out of Egypt ar.d preserved it. ( Hos. XII, 14 ) 

lloses is represen ted ess entially as e n trusted with a prophetic 

miss ion and holdi ng excep tionally ir,tih.a t e c oi J::iuni or. \" i th God. 
6 

(Ex . XXXIII , 11 ; 1:wn. XII, 6- 8 ) Ee even orate ... , as c.i d t he 
7 

prophets , before ass emblies . he i s t 1e inter1.iediary l:.,e ti cen 

God a.1.d i:ian for the pec.ple of I sr&el (Ex. XV, 25 ; XVJI, 4 ; XX,18 ff ) , 
8 9 

(Kum. XI, 2; XXI, 7) , and i s termed;)>~• "T~» ( 1:um. XII, ?). I t 

i s decla r ed t hat the ereat rneri t c f ..:oses cor,si s t ed in h i s hav

i q ; es· ... c.b l i shed ar. i n tiwat e cor,r,ection bet \'.een t h e reli {;i ou s i 

deas :.r.d tl:e 1,or::l life , "acc ordii-,B to t1 e t e.:..c~.i ,g vf tr.c f TCD.t 

10 
li tera r y prophets~ . 

J:.ention c8 n be 1:::;d, of otncr i ndic;:;. tions of p rophe tic ten

der.c°ie ::- fow,o by cc.: olars . The narr ... t i ve oi t ,e Gar den of Edtn 
11 

i s com.ected vi 1,;·, the 1aai L esser:tials of p :-e:.9he tic doctrine. 

'.i'he r.r~::. rat. i "C of Cair. 3.1 .d ALel i~ a reflecti on, s o it is a ffirm

ed , of t .. e _ ro:pheti c conc erti on of true sacrifice ~.s c onsi s ting 

of an ntu.Jl) l e ar:d s incere .. eart rather thur. i ncer1se ; t hat God 

5 . I bio. . 

G. DILCT p .111. 

7 . !i:EI ·v. I, p . 119. 

8 . "'C'!. p . 210 . 

9 . I t i o. . 

10 .PEPI p . 51 

.11. lfOHlf-, f'-IT 



doee not l ook upon t he •wor t h of t he offeri ne but upon t h e 
12 

8 

epiri t i n v;},i ch it i s iaade" . The monothei s tic God- concept-

ion is upheld by the sta t ~aer.t that the God of Bethel is a l so 
13 

i n s tra r-ge l ar:dc rith t he pat riarchs ( Gen.XXXI,13; XI..VI . ~ ) . 

On the c.round of an i tn!)oslr.c; array of proofs of prophetic 

infl uence . such as t h e above . vague gener &lizations have b e en 

1.ade . Certa i n s trata a r e l abeled "pro:9hetic 11
• The i deas of 

·th e liter a r y prophets a re found to be very pro~iLent in the E 
1~ 

code . Cornill , t oo . is s t ruck by t he clearly percepti ble 
15 

tr~.t e" of propi:etic teacr.ir.g_s , i r. t hat code. Tile E r.ri t.er is 

idEntified bej•ond dcubt as a con1..CJ .:9crary of the ereat prophets 
16 

and t he i r dicci :9l es. S01r.e , cuc h as Dri v<..r , ~r e i ncl i ned t.o 

cta_p J ever: more st.onely as a veh icle of prcrhetic ~eachit~ , 

~nd d i scover ir. it a fir:.e ~ of etLic.::.l ... r.d t Leologicul re-
l ? 

flee-tier. . (::ot.e a . The :9reva ilinc p i nt oi v i e\; throt..c:hout 
16 

J i s t cr 1r.ed t.h:-t cf tl.c. 1-o~het.s . !:oh .i nt.L r plac es prophet :.. 
1 9 

ic i deas i., ~ dominc:.n t r,ot i tior. ov 1.. r J. The pur :9ose of J is 

descr i beo. , c t:1e prt.1,.u l :_.:.tion c f the pro?hetic ide&s cf the 

tavi nc rur:>o::e of Gcd ar.d t i1e d i vi ne tra i r.i1.c oi the :patria rchs 
20 

to Le a.r.cestors o .. tl.e !°LOpl e cf God. JE as a v.ho_e is c a lled 

12 . ~P. p . 136 

13 . HE}: I p . 2'16 

14 . !3E p . 2oc: 

15. CIC...,07 p . 80 

l G. r.: , .m~ 
l? . DJL ..., 

i p .111 , 113 

1c . lCEL p . 31 

1 9 . . .,... .. 
p . 12? 

20 . D~G :9. l G 



21 
the prophetica l narrative of t he Pentateuch, while Wellhaue-

en declares that we can trz..ce the i nfluence on t he tr.:ci.ition of 

t hat specific prophetism which can be followed fr01a Amos on-
22 

wards . 

B. Statement of t he Problem. 

These i nferences , however, are cot the u,~st th~t can be 

drav,n f rom t he f act s. Scholars , in the main, have not t a.ken f ull 

advantaae of t ile impetus e iven by-this convincing tes tii.ony. Con

servatism, evidently, has placed a :paralyzing check upon r esearch. 

(1:ote b) The essential :9roblems arising out of t.l1ese inevitable 

t ruths have not been squa r ely confronted. It is not enough to 

point t o the evidence r.ith the insistence t hat it affords indub-
. 

itable proof of pr ophetic influer.ce. We must proceed furt:.er, 

and shov; hov, , v:hy , a na v;hen t his force crept i n. The conclusion 

t hat the J and E codeE a r e prophetic in spirit a~d t endenc~ is 

meanine less unles s t he ~ues tions of the inethod by and t he pur

pose f or v;}.ich thi s s:piri t was incorporatec, and t he date of 

its incorpor a t i on , a r e ansv,ered. These lari;tr problems should 

form the object of a ny fruitful in~uiry. They are t he real 

challeng~. 

Research into the problem of date Y,ill r t.veal a hitherto 

unkno~n field of in~uiry , und unveil an ent irely new point of 

de!)E. r t ~re . Certainly the resul t.s will be f r ui t ful in forcing 

s t ud, nt s to revise traGitional assumptions . By linki ne; up 

21 . DILCT p . 110 

22 . V!P p.361 



10 

c e r tain narratives wit h specific pr oph e tic utt erances a nd doc

trir.es , their oa t e can b e dete nni ned in r el a t i on to the da te of 

t hat. prophet ' s a ctivity . The logical pr6ni se is establish ed a t 

t he outset t hat a narra tive emoodyi r.g and a rticulati1:g a de f i nite 

doctrine f irs t enuncia ted b y a definite prophet r eached its f in

a l form subae~u ent to the afpearanc e of tha t doctrine. 

In t he same v;ay, the purpose of t he a ut hors of t he c odes in 

us i ng theee narrati ves c a n be a rri veu a t . The v:ri t er ' s a i m may 

ha ve b e~n h i s torica l; i t is p ossi ble t ha t he contempl a t ed an au

t hentic historic document , a n accurate record of t he past . Or 

his pur po~e 1 ay have been to c ompile an anthol oc y oi I s r aelitish 

folk- lore . Finally , he ray have usi ed himself r .:;. t her ,. i th the 

r e i nforcerne:nt aul expressi or. in narro.t.i ve for m of cert .:..i n !)rophet

ic doctrines . To s t ate it i r. anotl.e .. v.aj· , the r.arra ti ves l!iay 

have e ro\m Pu t of a h o1. iletic.::.l cies i Ln , and proct. ed d oi.t of a 

des ire to i mpr e Gb prophetic teachir,gs on t he heart s of t.he people 

i n a manr:.er c - lcul· t e cJ to be efi ecti ve . Tl:i s last p o!;;si b i l i t y 

wil l become i;yadual ly l!lO- e ca. t trr. cti ve a s t.he close nexus bet,·.een 

cert &ir: s .. ori es e.!.d t r:c p1·Lphetic ui i.d i s d i s cerr,ed . Surely t-he 

~~ew, .. p t i or. i s justi f i '"i,;le th.:i.t a story c learl:,· 1.,irro1·ir.c a specif

ic pro9hctic v i e i": o,:c s its !.re::ent co1,.1.c.::: i tior. to tha.t c ircum

s t .:..nce , r..r,c t.hal. t he a::;:::oci,"-ti 0n i r. thouei.t ic ,.o t accider.ta l . 

The met~.od 01 :proceC:.u:"L .- i 1_ ._ ::.s be urcucnt to li[..i, t i r. t he 

cour~e er research. Did l.i.t ? 1:t. t atcu.CJ • ._•l , ,-ri t c r~ c::.·e~:.e t:hese 

nar r a tive~ o.: t},c1 .. sc1v€s , or did t !1eJ i1ll!erit t.htJn fror: t ile past? 

An c. i f thece s t orie:; vere tr. d i ti c,1.s , i,ov. c.id tLt c map i l ers em

ploy ti1em , r.ci ,·,ccor dir:c to , Lat. l t.~nda rds d i d t . . e:,· s elec t them? 

Vfna t cl:aLte, , ii any , d i d t .ey make? Once r.e . . t.ve l earne u t he 

purpose oi tLe \',T i ters , t l!e Leane bJ· i"l:ich t.hey pursuec. i t wi l l 
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unfold themselves . The coordination of need and instrumen t will 

be evident . I r. order rnos t easily to find a nolution to t he a

bove problems , the s a li ent feati.;.rcs e, f pr or~heti c doctr i ne will 

be assoc i a t ed ,•;i t h cert a i n Pentateucbal narratives . A par allel 

will be dr ...,vi!. be t v.-een t he c our se of t he s piri t u~l ar.d intellect

ual cie velop:ment of t he l ite rc:.ry :pro:phets and thei r c ounterparts 

i n t he Fenta t euch. This associ a ti on , i t is hoped , .. ill produce 

convincing deductions a s to the d ... t E: , i .. anr.er of compositi on , .... nd 

purpose of the principal narratives of the Fentateuch. 

Ab r ahaJn Fei nb~r G 

--=-el l a ire , Ohio 

April 20 , 1924. 
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after t h eJO Y, i t h that divine :9ur:9ose , had. t o b e !_)urified and er.-

,J e6 noblco , that he rnieht ca ~rJ1c,n t he a.:>~oint" t ask . . Such :purcine re-

quires years of r riva ti on a nd trial a nd sufferi ng. Af t er a ll 

evil i s e r adic,4ted fr "'m l.is s 1...11:. , tr.er: , and t hen only i E ne a 

fit tool, ther. c.oe~ he r i se to t he ~t .:- t1;.re of God ' s 12e!'Yar.t . 

T.~e subsec:uent unfoldir.g 04 t he dra.Ma provi de s a remarkabl e 

s,icture of J acob ' s trials , .=.r.d the cracual c le: r-l:ir- c_ of l.i s 8oul 

1..mde::· the: il. : ' OV.'Cl . ::rs fli gj1t , t h e :::.e_ :...r &.t.i on fr ol.i n i G f . CJUC and 

::_1a:i.·e:r.t~ , G.r:d· the 1,wr,y arudet.ie~ t11'-t descer.d upcr. hiJ.::. ar~ the 

1:ier.r:r of h i s educr ti cn , a r.d ~.:-.e e-li1., ina:.icn cf .. is i .,:).obi_ity . 
32 

?},e deceit hJ J a c ob of E!;au ar.d I sa~c v:as avenLe d by Le:., ~r: . 1--.is 

er.forcer double service Y:i ti. ~ bar. ( : .o t e c ) ar,d tLe Lnrrenness 
·. ~ ....... 

of R, c}:el foll U!}on i1i1,. r-.~ puni r>hJ.Icnt . ~e t Goo ' s rotectior. 

·.r .. b lescint. follOY, h L , CV~!':f\',1.ere (Ger . . XXVJII, 15 ) . God i:J a 

~CE. t ri tll l n.ba!. , it 

Ycr.t i on , vi.ic · v e: 1 . 
•. 1 1. 

.:ot J __ ccb ' s shi-e-,ru.Ls. , but Gcd ' s ... ntcr-
35 

suc.cc:-t. i u i.i:c; ccr.t cc t ·,i U1 La ban . {i:ote h) 

i ""!·r:.~ .. li!,t. e::-itOC.c ( ::,.i .XXXII ) , Ye C Ol..t LO Lj:c:: clilaactic 

:::t:cllcti oL . I n :i.i:-,- ext1e ... ii~i he; pr.yeJ t o '.';od ; :.e 1elt theL t o 

, t . :..ct ci __ r ;;ce A'.. ~ rcsu.:..t Li i . i:: r~_ er· . ,e ci.,e r GCv victor-
.){; 

:c-u:: frvJ. tJ.C:; .. e::t , a, ... : ·. cr.t "' l,C\.v J:~, ll ii. ehru .. e L.d !.,:i.ility 

_ )3'i _ 
( ",: . . XXXIIl , .) . . r:c transfor1,, t.ion fro,. J c.cch tl.e 11 deceiv(. r 11 

:9 ': .. ~ ~ . ·_1 35 . :r..,..,~.-:.- !) . 39 '- *• . .~. 
,... ,.,.. 

i: . :_:32 36 . D"'" ~. 3 59 ... JJ ,.J V 

t..,; , _ • l e i c 37 . DG p . 3GC 
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J o.cob str,nQS forth in its £.c c~ui red. d.i._,1.i ty, a tri ce. serv.:.nt of 
38 

B. Hosea . God I s Love . 

The ~bove ir.1,c.r:_)re t..: tion cf t:.c Ja c c,t svory le.,ves no uoubt 

of :. ts essenti ~ 1 t enc iLe, . 

t:1e :ir:c;t t.o 1..rL.c t:.~t cor.c1..:?t to ti.c 1:.int. c,f I sra'-1. The stor-

ie::: o: t:. i. Flocc. , --al.cl , 

v iev: c,f s i1, ~nc.i r ~r,ent; rice. 11·or .. 'fr.c. divi1-c ::t.:.i.c'i- 9c i r.t . God dr-

tired r.ct -:.. i• death of the sinr.t.r , b .... t i. •. r.t. c 1·epcr.t ... nd live. 

Ir: see::ir,.:; tc ::olve t.Lt c_'.le: t.icr. 0: :,;. t i.:...r:i.o· ci tti::; rc.~e1.tance , 

:.. .. cic. r:t I s~' cl .. ad er l, er, t:ae :~c:.le cicv.: ce t.! 1 .. 1 ... ...:.~ l. Eo::.:e:... , 

:..bou t. ? :S5 , t ~u Lt 

of evil i..c:!.i r.: -:..icn:: i,. :ri..r.._L.c. 
3g 

':od . ( Le :::;eF, 'I , Li; VI , 1-)ei"') 

:.c..,rt ~ .. a \' e re t u rr. to 

C< r. v er~el:,- , Gee. i G 1 .• ovcC: ..,j· love 

c· i • . c,t (..;.,c c L:c o•.::,· re. ~L •. :. le ir.i't:rcr.cc, viz ., ti . .:::.t :t ·,.as 

i. •. c .Lr.: ltLi.CC. r: ::c~ e::. , t ::- •• i::: _cllc.•:.Lr:: , t.i.ut J •• cla ... t:.c J2ccb 

,.. 
.J 
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'.i'l:cuc;r. 

· .. .: :-osse:::: it . 

.• c c-c: .. ,:.c. t,~ r . . ·.:. t:. C _ .. i~ t. e: .:E.. - : etc o: -..:!.c c i c-:..c . C~leb 

.. o.. t C, 

: . l c.1· , 

::c:.:.ci 

:.. C;. c rt~:.e 11:.e :.· c. .:.r.otl:e::

? y i.ht.~ e:1.,).Jhasizir.G ir.:.. !: t.ri. .in;:; 1..ar.r.er tr.e 

d iffe r ence in t.he f: te .,;1-c t , c ... ld. oe 11etcd out to I s :!:.;.e l ar.d that 

1. 
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1:: "'f t~1~ t the sons lJear thr= s i ,.r. o:f the f', 1.:.€rG wa s a prevalent 

OL E: . The old the oloc:,· :.::.c! t :- t.:c,ht t.:.:.t eac_h iLdivi c~:- 1 ::: L:. i ercd 

f or tlrn n ~ ti on a[" a i' hole . f ut tl'. e t:,rcY.ilJC car.s cienc e of I srcel 

I r Deut . XXIY, l C, the 

'Et ~ i . - .. 

. . e: ·e:: r., f Eze}: i cl , ht. "fe _ cc t ed t he oc-,c_l ,~• 01 collE:ct-

i ·.· 0 ~e. Lir. ~i..:: declared i.i••o.t (". u -. . i ~ re. :01.$i... l c fi l,! l ~ i 01 
-~') 

t. cc..ch-

i 1.'-' ::s :::ee.c.} ...cl ii. CL .. : t er X'IIII. 

Ai L . t.i: .. t. c c-oi.. t c :::.i Ci. 

r l .1 ut:Li~ .. l c . i s 

--.-i I • ( I. _.,, 

... .... ··~ . 
1• - - J,._ 

. .. .. 

CO:.cc: t ic:. c: l.• il rr.,.;:rcr 

i ••• - . C: • : 

~--ll' • ... i c.-1 1 L (; 

c e!'tt 1 r. 

,CLlll.t.-

, ,. r e: . . ii. :.r\~ f o ,-n u.r.con-
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:pr01nisin13ly of Yahvei, • ~ co1,plet.e: def' tructior: of l f: r ael. I n Jer-

e1,.iah a ne:.v. r.o te is struck . Ez e kiel cc..Yries it st.ill further . 

I r, Cha:pter XX, -.~hi-e reviE:Vi!.S the. l.r,t,ire courre of I tr"-~1 1 f:: hi s 

tor~- . '!'.:: tl:iel r e late~ t h::::. t on e:.vcy occ-, :. i,.,!"1 , .he:. ~ .. .Lvc}1' s first 

i H1r·-1lPe v.=s to de ... t rcy l srG.t:l , .:::c }:c:;.c. ::.c:.ter o Ecidi:::d to ::::.::.v r: it 
41 

fo!' Ei:=: r,ar .. e ' s sa_;.:e . ( Ez .XXXVI, lG- .:;C ; J e:.· . XXX:II , lG 1f. ) A:,~ 

coro::...lar, to t:.is , h: 1-r.l.ievecl ir,:: :ft~tur1.. rc:~LoL·.::, ~ior. , ·,:.1c: 
I;.;;; 

·; o·.;.1 ,; vi r:cli c, te '..i Lve1i. 1 s pov t . • c u .. t: :.:,rcvc --.i! .. t.o L ,. (;cc. . 

If ~l:r t cor,cl us-

Yet t1.c a.c -

i. : :.: . xrv, 1::.-2:: . 

S•...i 1 ::. 

·1 I , Z , · . t ·.-. · ~ 

l C ) 

l..L ::.c,il out 



a::c: E::e}~ielio.n individual re:,:_"or.Giuili ty . I t i',.:11: ~ !=roduct 

of ti1e for1,,c.r , ... ut :.uc 1. ut e t re~c.r.ec. the heiel.t of t .. e l atte:- . 
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Chap t er III- Savine ReI!lnant. 

A. Abrahrun' s I n .. e!'cessi on wi t h God- Saving Remnant . 

The verses in Genesi s XVI II reccuntinc Abrahru~ ' s i n tercess

ion with C-ol1 i n behalf of Sodo1n a re peculiar in tha t they appear 

t o be direct l y conc erned Y,i t h a t heoloc ic,.l p roblem. The narrat ~ 

i ve :.et ting is very 1:it-agre . We a re remindeC of Job ' s di a l ogues 

v.-i th God rather than any p icture of movement or action . The 

piece , c ons istine of verses 17- 19 , 22b- 33 , is philosophical i n 

form a.s v.-ell as in cont.ent . I t i s :;. di rect at.tei.ipt to d eal out 

prophetic just.ice by arr i vine a t a cor.cepti or, of v.-1,a.t t hat in-
44 

volves . 

"T:.e \·.hole tenc,r vf ti:.e pa.. saee r ta.1 .. :-s it as e. prcduct of 

... 1.,ore reflective aec tha.ri t.h.:-.t in ,.Ll cL t:.e ancier.t 11:e,ends 
45 

I t is inconceiv~~l e that t~e early J wriLer 

sl:ould. have oYerloc.::ec. ti!c :ate cf Lot , as is cio l1e h e r€, a nd sub

stitut ed a discursi on of a~ atttr~ct prir.ci~le of divine govern

L-.en t . ( ::ote j) The r.1ost obvioue solutio1. f ti:e a ctual p.r-oblern 

:.-o.isec by tl.e p r esence of Lot in Sodou ..-.culd have been a promise 

of cie l i v eranc e for tr.e f ev. cooc.l:, peo~l e i n the cit:,· ( according 

to the i de~ cf individua l responsibil ity ) . T~.e li ne of thoueht 

actt.rlly :rmrsued , viz., that.. t!:e f ey, ri lJ.teouo Lie) t s~ve the 

¥:.ole cit:,- , cor.::equer.tly c.cc, r.o t. a rise r.aturally out of t he 

£tory i t8el f , but ,·.-an suctested by t~1c theoloL'.,icr..l t ende:1.cics of 

t:,c .::.ce i1. ,·.h.:.c}. the aut:·o!· live.>( . I ndeed , no notice evidently 

ir t.-::e ri a ., :.•11 of :.he f~ct tLr.t l a t er the codly i r.divi dual , Lo t , 

~~ - GG i ntrod . p . 64 

~i5 . SG :p . 305 
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V'as :preserved . The :pa:_eaee is conc er r.ec , r.ot wit!:: t l.e fute of 

the individual (as was t he Caleb stor y ) but v;i th t he possi bility 
46 

of hi s chane i ng t he fa t e of t he remai nder . I t bears a r el i g-

ious :prcble1~ p er s e , n~nely , whether a riehte ou::; rni nor i t y can 

diver t ca larni ty f r o1n a e odless peo;;;l e . I t "-Oes no t r elate even ts; 
47 ....., -.:ae · · 

it i ~ eenui ne l y a nd v,holly t t..ke n up ·,-.i th i deas . The ~c;.t;ation 
48 

is , can a f ew c oed men save an entire coim,1u ni t y . (17ote k ) 

B. His tory of the Pr obl ew. 

That dea t h and destruction occur t o a people as a r esult of 

sin rae: a f amilia r conc e!) t io~ i n :..nc ier. t I s r ael. Amos v:as t he 

firs t to s ound tte i nevitabl e doom of I s r ael for i t s codlens n ess . 

All r.ould :9erish, ,,as h i s predic tion. Thus , in Gen . XIII , 13 , ,a:e 

are t old t1~e.t t i:e c ity of Sod.om Llt.;.St c o ; i ts merited r u i n e arn.at 
49 

be a voi dec;. . ( TLi s is an older vtrc ion of t he Sodom r.a ri·at i v e) 

Such a vi ev, was conee:1i a l i n a croup vher e the indi vi dual was 

corn letel y subreerr,ed i n h i s 1 .. ilieu , v:here the Luman personali t y 

in itsel f wa s a c cor ded nc s t a t us . Under the ae5i s of c om~lete 

collectiv e c or.trol and domi nanc e , it v.ould be i mpo bdble t o i mag

ine th~t Scdoi'l -..as in.i1abi t ed by o t her than unricht eous !)er s ons; 

all ,. ere a l i ke . La ier , v:hen soci a l l i fe becar. to d i ffer entiat e 

i1,C. .i viuu.:l:., , c. t:iE:r, teiidcncy v,as t:.i vc1: moment ur,_1 . '.i'b: i nd.i -.;i dual 

fcl t hil':nelf to be a se~arate er.ti t y and sou[i1t ar: independent 

du-tiny. :--:e t hou1..l1t i t unjusi- the. .. ne ,_hc,uld suffer for t he r est. 

Icai~}-1 ·,·:as t !1e first t o d i s tingui sh betwe en t he c01ru .. on fa t e and 

~c . ~ J; . 18G \J 
4 ~ . GG p . 185 

47 . I bi d p . 185 

48 . 1:c1: 
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that of the non- conforming few . He brought n ew insiGht i nto t he 

problem, v i z ., that a s1 .. a ll group v;i thin & l arg~ grou9 v.oul d be 

able to s a ve itsel f . But t h e quest i o1 of t he d ivine treatment 

of ri ght eous persons bec a1r1e very ~cute for the fol l owers o f the 

prophets when t he irrunicen t des tructior. of the na tion -.as am.oun

cec . I t was n ot unti l the ex ile t hat t ie alli ed problems of' in

divi dual resp onsiuility a nd vicarious righteous ness be~an to 

press heavily on t he r e li t i ous cons ciousness of Isra e l - Then Jer

emiah a nd especially Ezekiel pronoui:cecl the dicturn tha t the in-
so 

dividual i s r es!}onsib l e or:ly for Li 1 .. self (C:f. Chap~er II) . 

C. Rela tion of Th is Passage to the Problen. 

This patea~e ru t s the ~robl~~ in t he :on u of a c onversa tion 

b e t.-:een Abraham .::.nd Gcd . A r i t:.tecus 1uan, the favorite of God, 

i n .. e rce~ . after T.he !ashion cf t:.c :,i-op1,ets (Amos VII ; J er. XI I , 
51 

l ff) . I n its p r o:,osed soluti on tLe paLsage reache s b eyond 

I sai ah and E~ekiel . ~-ot only ~ill the rignteo~s be spar ed, but 
52 

t hroueh the1 .. the entire community alf..o . The mi nority ;.ould 

a c h i e ve vicarious salvation; the.) v:culd r edee10 a ll from 9unish-

1.1ent . I r. other i-;ords , ... he J •• e!.' i LE oi the fev. c~ n compensate for 

cr.ci a vert the r uir. of the many. 

1'l:is at.titud~ i:2 m.C:.oubtedly c. later d.ev t;l pr.len t of Isaiah ' s 

teaci.ir.i::, for Lad ra.t t:r.at demarc~t i cn bet\':Len good r•l,d L2.d 

croups been dra~n , the doctri ne her~ totliel forth ~ould. ~e inc on

cci v2.ble . '.i'he ne~ret>t a ~- rca ci1 t.o t i,e; vie,•; €A-pressed ir. Genesis 

x·n:I is fcur.d , :irst , in Jere1 .. iaJ1 XV, l , v:i~icll re:flec'te ~ t 1a.dit-

sn . SG p . 305 

51 GC p . 186 

52. ::c1: 
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ion curr ent i n his day t hat lloses a nd Saroutl coul d s~ay the de-
53 

cis i ons of God. At bot tom, t he po; ula r notion v,aa mer e exten-

si ve , and included any f c vorites of God wi t hin t he charmed cir cle 

of those v.ith rhom Ee took couns el. Jeremi aL himself had a rep

ut ation i r. his ov:n day as an intercessor. ( J er . VII,16 ;XI, 14 ;XXXII, 

16 ; XXXVI I,3, etc . ) Ezekiel XIV,14 ff , i s a l s o closely alli ed 

y;i th t he thought of G£:nesi s XVIII. It i m~lies that ordinarily 

t he righteousnesE of :~oah , Dar.iel, ~d Job coul d r edee1 .. the 
54 

peo:9l c . 

53 . SG p . 305 
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Chapter IV- Faith . 

A. The Akedah. An Epic of Faith . 

The story of t h e att ewpted sac _i f ice of I saa c by Ab r aham 

is one of the 1,,ost}stirri nc and a peal incr ep i sodes i r. a l l liter

att...re . It i G the cli max of t he Abraham c:;cl c of stori es . I ts 

r:ucleus ,:as :l. l egend t hat tock Srii;._pe in t he r.ortherr. kingdoL'.l b e-
55 

t weer 850 and ?50 B . C.E. Duri ng t his til.,(; the pr a ctice of 

child- s acrifice- :-_::.d becmuc i r:cre,1::.ir . .__l~· ::rev~lent u.1~ont: the I s 

r aelites . (l:otc l. i Thi s custom 7:.?..c fouc. t vigorousl )· by the pr-o-

phets . T1g i ve concrete illustr· ti er. of their rneEE~{re , they con

ceived and developed t h e Ak edah stcr7. I ts c ri c i r.o 1 pur p ose , 
5l 

t c~ , was to coL~at tr:ild- nacrifi c c , a:r.<i i ta pri1 .. .,_.ry r..~bi tat 

' 

• <.... 
5? 

t :he r.orthern 2.-:incdcr.: ( Verses 1- 1:.i bclor..'- to t Le E c ode ) . 

L:- t e r , hov.ev cr, the r.arrative v:c.!"' e:·::·a.r;ded .;.r:d enla r ced 

., .. i t L ;;. bro:;.cier visic n end n. dee:er : ilJ , vi,_ ., t c d er .• cr-.::. t rate 

ti:.::.t tr:e :: c!'ifice cf t:.c . c~ rt , obedin.ce to God ' s wor d , the 

rcac.ir.e:::: to P.£\'er F.is cr.l_ , ~r.d .-bsolute f ... ;th i J . .l:.iJ.: ere dear-
5C 

er tha.r. ur.:; : .. .::.c l'ifice or. t tc ..: lto.r . Furt,lcr , n : c> r e ir.struc t -

etl 1-:.: t or.l:: the f:. i th t hr.t stvnct t:.c tce t o1 trial is t . . e crovm 
59 

cf life . The sto r J ai: it r.ow exist s i:::i r.o t , .• e:::-ely a polemi c 

:::t...:.i::tt child- :: .. c-·ifice . T .. e aut. .. or shov.s UG ir. Abr::nru,.:.. reli g-

r;rer> t d lic['C:f , cr.d d ; t h of fe li :.5. The :: ... c . if ice cf .il c~ac is 

r:--;T p . 94 , t er1.1s this its cccc.11c..::..r · teac:._r:l . Ee p robc.bl y 

r.e"r,~ 3ecor.d..:.r:,-· ir. i;.,~crt:-- r.ce , r.ot i r: ti11c . 

59 . E~I V. i. p . 10? 

p . 15'/ 
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r~ot the central thE:J.ne per se . I t is ir:.trcduceC: bece.1...i:;,e .1. t is the 
60 

i.os t diff i cult tria l to wr..i ch God c c.n subject Abrahan . In fa.ct, 

v erse 2 states explici ty that God had coIID ~.nded Abraha.10 to "offer 

ur, h is son as a burnt- of ... e ring." But He d i d so , to test Hi s ser

var, t ' s fc:.i tb. 

Abra.he.m ' s y;i llinc;r:ess to surrende r h is Gon is tLe culminat -
61 

ir:cr evidence uf his c cn:pl ete f :..i t h , a .. d unselfi eh devotion to God. 

It is the clim.:.;: of a 10ov ement v::i1-ch bee.-n in GeneEis XV. The!'e 

·,· e are infor1ue, that Gl ce:t. come.s over Abr ahru:. at the thoucht tha.t 

be ic c h ildleE n , a nd that he must bequeath to others a ll t he di 

vine blesci ~ns · e had received. Upo~ this , God i r. a vi sion prow

iees lil., a sor., ar.d that r,is s eed v.ill [.reatlJ mul t iply.( Ger . . XV, 

1 - 5 ) ':'hen , see.ein~ Abral:am accept i t in f .:.it,. (v. 6 ), the future 

pos£ e s sicn of tl,e l and by Abrahru1. ' s :pos :.eri ty y;as aseured by a 

covenant (vv . 7- 21 ). and at tr-e sar.1e tir.,e a '--l impse is offered 

the patriarch of the fol' iun1...s of Lis descer,d_rits (vv.12- 1 6 ) . Ip 

this y·ay Abr~harn i$ shcv.n ihe procres~ and provi s i onal hieh des

tir.y of his p roc eny in order ti. ... i h e 1_s.y hold fas t to i t i n 

faith . 

At this cint , disr·rpoint1,.u;t .. , d .. l ay~ , etc .• set in. Ab-

r0.r:am rr:ust ,.•c !_:ut on tri al; he i s ~o oe tested I r. the r idst of 

all , he E. iver. e v e r .. igher r,.r.o. :.i&}1er ! roof of his f • ..i t h , until , 

c.t the v r:. ry i:: i n.i.acle , he iE ord .. red to k ill his only ~or. on the 

,.1 tar . Ever- then r.e doec not flinch ; the co1:J,,:.. nci of God finds 

. . . t ' 111·e e <>Y I II ~"'.a' 'l1e 11· mire o"".1. A'or,, 11-m , i.111 r eaay o respona , .: r "'"'' . = , ~ I;!>- ..u ......, 

~ ~rfecteC:. 1 .• ~r- of God , ctar.dc beforf s the ~ero of f a ith and 
62 

a :r·tern for all I RrRel , The keynLte of Abr.:.hrur, ' s p iety, the 

GO . :JG p . 218 . Gunkel i n t.!.is v ery r eference makes t he inconsis-

tent. u.O~ert ion 
,, I 

thn.t tl,e Akeun.h is 1 ot a " tendcnz- erzahlung"; \ 

Gl. JQ~F.1-: p . 94 62. DG V. 2 . p . 53 
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63 
cornerstone of his s erviceableness ~o God , i s his f a ith. 

I n Gen. XXII, vv. 15-18 , tr.e ~ ora l of the increasir.el y

hei~ht enec series of tests i s read. This passaee is t he key. 

Abraham has proved his fai th, a nd r.is -.orthiness . So , in lanauage 

that recalls the divine promi ses ~revicusl j given in Gen . XII, 
64 

3 ; XII I , 16; etc., God once mor e r ene~s Eis pledge and unfolds 

to Abr aham a , ond.rcus vi sion of service and blessintd l"ote m) . 

B. ~oses and the Rock. Lack of Faith. 

I r. a sense the entire sctcme of t~e r.arratives in Exodus 

ar.d 1:uroben, 1.1ay be clear ly inter ; reted "s pointing to the r.eed 
65 

of faith i r. God . Throughout, one after another , the people 

mur mur a1_ainst God or 1:oses becaus~c- t.beir hardships, and sever

e l times ex:pr ess t he wish t.l.!at theJ Lad been ~er mitte(. to re-

mair. i n ECfl)t . Sometiine s the I sraelites co1:--1:pl a ined about lack 

of v·ater (Ex. XV, 22- 2?; XVII, 1- ? ; ::um. XX, 1-13). once about lack 

of food ( l~um XI , 4 f f} ar.ci once because t h i r.{;i~ were no t going well 

, .. i th them . (::ur::. XI, 1- 3) Other exampl es cf v:::nt of faith a r e not 

l acki ng, e . g ., Ex. X II , 4 , 5 , 2 5- 30 ; XIV, 11 ff ; .X:XXII, 9-14 ; XXXIII, 
G6 

12 , XXXIY, 28 ; l~um. XX.V, 1 f f , etc. The ten'or of the people 

at the r eport of t :.e f .:1lse s p i es (~:urn . XIV) v:as also an illustr at-
6? 

i on of inadequ.:cy of f ~ith. I t v:as for t hat ver:,· si1: t hat death 

i n the ~ilde rnees was a llotted to the ~eo~le. ( ·ote n). I n prac-

G3 . SG i n trod . p . 2? 

C4. CTCP. p . 198 

G5 . 3.,,.L:. l) . 6? 

GG . DILOT p . 113 

67 . i:c:: 



tica lly a ll ca. es the crder cf event s ~as the sruae: t he c oroFlaint 

or rebellic,n of the peo:9le was follcv:ed by pu,.Lhluent , or inter

cec c ion by ~oses , ane finally by divine intervention in the form 

of hel 9 or ha r m or both . The period oi th~·;ar1derincs , then , l',as 

a time of stress and trial, rich in the experience of God ' s p ro

tection , but also of f Lithlet sr.ess ar.d conse~uent chastisement . 

( 1:ote o) .,.,.:, 
One incident (~:um. XX:l) differs froc the rest ir. that the lack 

~ 68 , 69 
of f ~ith is evincec. , not by t he ~eople alone , but b~ ~oses too. 

After t he ,eo9 le im.roured er. a ccour. t 01 t h e lacA o x ~~t er , ~oees 

v:as ordered by God to s:peak unto a rock, from z-h:.ch s trear:e \;ou.ld 

flm· .. Eut ~ose£ , it is recorded , h it t}.e roe .. t r.ice. For this 

lack of faith , :.e was barrcc f r cr.1 t h e ~roI::i sec. La r.tl , o.r.d \.ou ld 

~ot be ::-rivileged to lead I srael thither. 

True , the children of I s r ael r..ad a lso rebel_eu , ?hey did 

r.ct think of Yahveh az.d 1:is rn i cbt. Ar.d furtr,er ,_ore, the P nar

r a tive ( t he rresent cr.e) ha.s so i_odified t he primary E episode 
70 

t.i: to ::-l~ c e t he D,tilt upon t he :9eo.le rr.d exc* te Loses . 

(Aaron .::.1 :-:o i s i nvolvec. , i i, the ~ur.isrJ.,ent , t houLL the actual 

strikint o- tL(; rock i s y :.oses) Toe ess'-nce of t ne ?.arr ative , 

hcvev e! , is .. :.at ::oseo s:1ov·eo l ~cL o~ f..,ith, tl.~t . (.; ..:oubt.ed the 
71 

l i111i tler c po.-,er of Yahveh, who n eeds r,o i •• ortal t..rLir:L. YT.aether 

:i.c or.ly l1~1..: d e ... ~ t c'- , or 'fic.5 1 .. er~l:, ii:.:_.at i et,t. , t h~ illlplic .:t.ion ie 
72 

the s a.me . Thou£h r.0 d irec t i ons a re con t air.cc. as to t l:e i;c e of 

Go. cr..:z, p . 151 , d ivide~ t;.e passate into 2 strata. .:.1,d d eclares 

. . .. .. ... the older ,ut~ tLe bl~.e o~ tte e~tire peo_le . 

li9 . ':'he P accot..nt , acccrdi q~ to C:i:CE, y . 518 , i 1:cludes v . 2 (that 

''the peo!)l e ass er..blec ~hcu,elves ~co.inst !...oces and Aaron" )and 

?O . 

the d f ecti01 

5G9 , 570 

.,,. '.\' o ... ose~ . 

71. Ibid . 72 . GUZ p . 151 
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t he s t a.f f , (v. 9 ),tq9ses v:as ordi:r ec. only to spe&k to the rock(v. 6 ). 

It appears cert~in, therefore , t.ha t l~oses s i nned in 1.o t thinking 
73 

".:."ahveh ' s :power suf:'icient . (!:ote p . ) 

C. T'ne ~razen Ser~ent . Sy1 b ol of Fa ith. 

The stor:; of the br azen ser 9en~, ( l:um . XXI, 4- 9 )i s another il

l ustration of t he r,rinciple cf f _it~ . As a punisrJuent for l~ck 

of fr.i t,1 or- t n e ,..a_ t of t h e people , God s e ,<is a. :plaaue of ser -

9 e r.~s . U:por. t h e p r ~.yer of ?.::o::..e~ , v.r..o ha.d been e n trec. tee b:,· the 

I sraelites , Be ordered :.:o ... e s to 1k~e ::. £er pcr:t c:.r,d set it upon a 

pole , .... . d a s sure<.: h i rr. that v.hoeve r lc ~:.::e c upor; it \.o i.:.l d li ve . So 

it ha~ enec. . "~hen a ser!)ent }.ud b itten a Lan , . . e looked p to 

t ::e s crpen ~ of co1 per , a.r::.d r emai ne c .:..li ve . 11 

I r: a ddit i on to t i:e c ircw,1s t ~r.cc.. t hat t h e 9eople -.-.-ere i nflict

ed ~iLh t he p es t i lenc e b ec~u3e of the ir doubt of God ' s po~er (v.5), 

t her 1: s t he confir1r. i ng f ac t t ha t t he brazen s erpent wt..s made by 

t :1e \':ri t ._ r , r.ot :: hec.ler ir: itsel f , Lu t a sJ1~b ol of t h e h .... ling 
74 

?C',:-er cf Co d. . 'i'}!C one ;·.}.o l ovl..:s .!!E to it , t ov.c..rd G-.d , ,, ill 

be c u r ed. The sourc e of t he medica~i ~~ i r.flue~c c i= r.ot the 

t h i n:; of metal, but Yabveh. 

D. I sa i cll. The Pr o.5-hc t c f Fa ith . 

oi the Akcci.:b :rar exce l le1.ce , illustr t c the r. e ed o_ fu. it1,.-- or.e 

t:,· i:::cv.ine, its pov.er to scouree end :1u._1 , one by d ep ictin.._ t h e 

res·-1::!. t~ of i t i:: ai::se1.ce , cr.d t ile A.kec h by bri r._ir.,: ir.to bold re-

u60 · leauti f ul i u, ... e o.:. t he .i d.e:.l. .r . b , v l.. O S C l .... 
1 

... ,C of He-

orcY( c-urie to nttribL. t e hca.li r.c po,:·cr to t:.e serper.t i tself. t t:ote q) 

73 . Cit ~ . 261 

71 . ,:~ .J73 , 6 
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Eu.t thone ,·•ho c a.mf r.der prophetic i r.fluences , a1nc.ng, Yhorn this 

story mus t r...ave been fraioed , trac e c the h ~£;..lincr p oy;er to God 
'75 

hiL:self. 

Th e pri r.c i :ple of f :.:..i t h r;a::: ~ [.elleral c,ne among the :prophet s . 

lf."n ile"broodi ng ov er the comi1.g r u i r. of their ~eopl e , t.he J· v,ere 

~~ve c. fro1:i des:;;air by tl:.e de eper s piritua l i nsight \ hich co.me t o 

thel. , b:,· the l a r ger vi s t a t hat opened up befor e their soul. They 

er ucht .! elim:-s e , as it ·;.er e , oi God ' s larcer ~ur ::10s e . .. . Thej• 

had a vision . . .. of the ult.imate rccer.eru.ticr. of mr..r..k ind c:.r.d the 

-1:: iver sal dorninicn of Goe. , ~r.d it\':~. t.hi s vi !::i or. .:Le i i.is faith 

tha..t i nspired t hern tmd cr ve thei.i cour~ce . To thi::: ::,loriou:3 fc.i t h 

t he Y:ri ti 1•,c.s of ever:;· one of ~;. e ~:::.-c_.lJ.ets be:ar evi der.ce . I t is 
76 

t: ... c }-:e:ti:ote: vf t!:c -:i.cle ;ro;!'" ... etic 1.:ove11;er.t !1 

Espcci.:.11:, to I cai~h t he Q.i. idin~ pri r.c.i::,l e ,· as fai tl: . He 
?? 

d . ve loJel i t more fully and forci bl ; t l~r. ar.y of t he others. 

The f ounda tion cf h i s t et-..chi r.c v.a:: tl:e f i rm f ci th in YahveJ1 ' s car e 

~.r.d _u i dc nee . I s.:..iahIX, v . 7b . epi torni ::cs his ca reer : "If ye have 

r:ot f~.i t:. , :·e !';!'.all not ct.dure ." 

'.i'he ar- oc::.a. ti er; cf the t }:ree 
?S 

n::-~rra ti ves/abc,vc di ::cussed v. i th 

Tl· CJ r:er e bej•onci .:.~e~~ dver. tu:rc 

of doubt ;?roducts cf tr.eolot:icc l ref lection s et i n to l!lovement by 

I sai .;r, or ll.i c: f ollo,;crs . Ftu·thc:1· cvi u.H1ce neec no t be uustered. 

7 5 . GN p . 276 

'7G . PPI p . ? 

77 . I bid . p . 269 
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Ch.:..pter ,,_ P rovi cienc e . 

A. The Jose l-: St.or:,· . Divine Pr ovichnc e . 

'i'he i dea of d i vi1.e Prc.vide1'!c e i s practicall.t co~enni r.ous 

·.- i th the i de~ of God . I t i ~ th1:.ffirmati on oi a Pur pose i n the 

uni veroe . o~e tr.at Pur~ose of Li fe is posited, the belief t ha t 

i t ·::ork$/ i t self out .i.1. nUJaai. L.is .. or · is rlrc..;d!· ._ers.inated . The 

l a .. ter <level ops natural ly out of tl.1.e f or1.1cr. 

~e shoula ~ot be sur pri sed , then , to find the conception of 

d i vine Providence a c ontirpus c ~r cnt thr~uulo~t tJ e P ent a t euch 

( or for tr.~ t 1 • .at t er ar.y ct::er voc.k d dic.:..tec to t:he ur:fo l dl .. ent 

of the De i ty} . I ~ fEc t , the ider of 

ir.tecral !}.:.. r-t of the Pent. t euch t hat i.ardl: .'.in i1-.c ident reco 

therei n uu!.. ler,c.s 1 .. ore ... c. 1.cre force to it. 

ter of Ger.eris , ir. tl1c ccnclt..din~ ,·c.r<i: o:f cac:. da.:, ' s creati on , 
79 

voi ces the .._ocd a nd v isc pur_ ose 01 e ... rt:. r 1.d r.lll!lru: l i fe . I n 

trlese rcfr· ins r.e ,. i t1. i1.1aLi r.:.tio:, c~ 1. di:covcr the rubric 

r;: ich i:: cou~- i:ir:d ell the S'Li.~::ec.ut.. .. t evclutio1i cf the .Fe:r.tat euch . 

T:rn entire Pille is a r: · t,t~1u t tc c: c,·: hov. God ·.orko -::.c realize 

tr,c proiui sc , "And God : aY tho. t, it v. ~ s .:_ood 11
• He op err-. tes thr ough 

.. 1cr. c.1.d events , throu_h cr.-ir,cter rnd lecir-1~ ... ion .... r.d 1,,or ~li t y , 

thro~~~ all or l i fe . 
,µ 

l· c .. rt:- of iblicl.l pcreo1,~li tie~ , or ir. t:1c ,or,..d .,bc.ut t.:.ci .. , c or,-

tribu.:ed tc\ t"rd the acr.iev@,.c1.t cf tl' c 1-ri :.e coal . We ~re told, 
_, . - t- e.-. -~~ 

ci·~:.e.- exrlicil'" ( c . c.., b_ tr.c:. re::-ult ) t.1 ... t all the a c ts of men 

i1 V1;; .. :,eir ori~in ir. God. '.i'he:., are Hi s t;1oul..ht s Ci vc r. ei .. b oc..i -

1.c.r.-:. . I l luetraticns beyond nwuo€1· 1.-a:· be ... ather ed ( e . g . , the ark 

01 ::c..o.h f l oated rudderlePs , but surely, Gou _:uid ir.c i t ; God 

?CJ . 1.:0 p . .:.a 



v.atched ov er Haear ; He chose Abraha.r.1 a.s father of '1. r.at ior. , t hus 

ruline the fate of pe op les; He i~tervened to deliver I srael f rom 

bond::.ge ; J a cob o, .. ec; his success to c.ivi ne ir.terverLtior. ; etc., ad 

ir.f i n i t w .. ) . 

The J oser h story , h ov~ver , i ~ t perfect illustration of 

God ' :: purposeful control of ev ents , a dra.J .. atization of th.e idea 

of Providence (~ote r) . I t is a ~ell c r c ~i zed unit . Only in a 
80 

v r::_ y f ev: ins t ar.c e o can ve recog1. i ze rf-' • 1':,.e bo 

ies betv·€en t he parts are alI.;os t enti~e l y obli t erateC: , 

a r e tile:; \·:ov en toeetl".er . Lo.reover , tr..cr1 is a richnen:.. 

t er .. ortr:::,·al , a p:::Jchol or.,ic a l ini=:ighi remarkable for 

The aitua tior.s are ut i ti ze< tc 

dr::1. ~.tic v::: l ue tl.e:, may posses:- . Ar. exai ... !'l c 

ar.d t echr~ir_ue is found i r. the r .. r.xiet:; of t.he brot,, 

:..c:pl, in :Ec:,9t , or , on the o t.L1..r h~nd , .Tose.:;h ' s ble 

of r erent1•1e;,~t ar.d love . Th e char.ic .. e. 1..f Jooe. h is drawn 

re1:.a.rkable cor.zi $tenc., i~ uoth J .:nd E. St,c.:cess.i ve test~ 

l~is fie 2.ity , Lie ._er.ercsi.tJ , er.1..r._.j· , ._,ooc. judt;lnent , executive 
82 

He v.as ~ :p.:,.. ... ter1. of self- cor.trol , resist-

a~c e to t em~ta ~ior. , hiGh ideelim. , loyclt to k i~dre~ , ~copl e , 

and r e licie,n . A ... ove ~11 , he ,,·a::: un exponer. t 01 r,ro: ound f'~ ith 
83 

in Gc.d ' e tccdr.eas , ,· i sdo1:i , .::.1.d rrovi cie!·.cc . {~;ot.e s.) 

'.:'Le narret.ive fal lf' naturally ir.io f ive a c L~ . l'"ne f i rs t 

clescribes Joseph t he toy and }.is 1elatior~s , i tr ... h i e bro t i.ero . 

:'l:c r-ccot.d/ relates his experie1.cEc i n Poti :,hc:.r ' s h ouee . 

tilird Jcse!>i. i n a pri ser.er , t.o be clev ... ted t.o the 

eo . GG Z5? 
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act cm!lpri !3e~ 11 io s econd rneeti r:g vi t h h i s b r e t nren a?.d t h e r e-
8-1 

uni on of the fariily . 

As i n ~ SYJn~hony , the th~ae of the J o~e L nP.rrative is 

~r.our.ced near the ver y outset , .:.fter the settitC _ f fixed. 

Joseph <ireo.ms of dm .. ir.ai.ce ever h i r., brothers . Thes e dr eams aneer 

the1.1; " they hatec hi1:i yet Lhe more .1.or his dree.1.1s and .Zor hi s 

,·.-or .is . " (Gen . XXXVI I, 8 ) :ot only~~= he the favorite of t heir 

f ~thcr , -;,,ut h e il.,aeir..ed to r ul e e ver them. I n XXXVII, 10, J. 

sc olds J oseph for his <lreru .. s , ir.terprctir,£. 

Fur t:::ertaore , so unbeli e vo.ble v.er l .,:,e8c t.dnc.,s that Ja.cob co 
85 

1.ot believe ther.. . The move1..:ent is t.erev i t 11 uecun . 

cirezr.s , ~s t ie .. :::rrator s r.cv.s later , ,·er e. ce1,t b:; God ; 

fulfil l ed . Coe. , trul:,· , hacl ir. i.i nd t.h'tl ev.,_ticn of Joa 

:os ition tf rul ership ov c:-- ~is 'crc :.i::.1:;rs ; he did 1..e"n 

hi1 .. vi tL pov;cr -nd aut hority . : he drl! 1 .. s !.ad mo,mat 

t r:e:; r.cre t.:r.c l esser.Lerc of l:i s ill ·,:. t:. 1 •• cr. . 

r.ere they hcr~ld:: , i..cre i r.forr.10.r.1,;~, tLf.y ,•.ere toe lo ar.d i nctru-

1.1e1. t.s , fo r .n ; no t~ __ c ... ,.) . tl.:tL ti.:.t J o:e~h c hie t o his divinely-

i:-ro1. tJ.i s m,ment or. the _,urrose of Coo i ~ cr::.aur- 2.ly revea l 

ec . 7Lere are tvo Gtr~-t- ir. t }.e J c_ eph narrative . J :rnd E, but 

bot.r. ~rt. one ir. the ir ePsentit.l e l m .. E:r:t~ , , 1,ci ...,_·e a~ a rule very 

ir:. ii1 rtely fused . .,.,ctl. c.u..or:strcte Lo·;. at :irst Josep11, t l.c 
t 

~;:-le of his fa thcr ' ::: c:;c. , tr.e ;- t er fort~r.e , v.-ae b rouer. c lcse 

t c r ..:i!. , er d t Lcn tr.1·oush Cod ' s di "'per.sation , becru .e the J .. eane 
8 6 

cf , uccour to l,i i; fm .. ily "r.a to , ·, •. ol c r~tti on . 

1e · cr~dle ~o t~e ~ext . Or.e cucceeds u:on the 

dcc~s,,or . ;·o eve1. t h : surerfluou:: . All h~ ve the ir 

pcrfcr1 in the rcvclrtio:-? c: t·.c the1.,e . A perfec t orchestration 

of force~ rnd u r.it s ! ~o the hic~er unity of idea everythi ng else 
85 .GG p.36G 86 . I bid. p , 364 
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'c? 
is subordinated; every scene is u step in its d t v elop1nent. 

I n Chapter XLV, vv. 5- 7 , the :9recursor of t he fi nal clll!lulat

ive touch i a brcu~ht out . Thi s pase~ce d c~cr ibes how Joseph 

ccr.Qoled h i s .. rotter s f or t he viol er.ce t l.cJ .aci dor.e 'iii. , on t:1e 

cr cur.d th~ t ::Od r.ad c-ided h.iD(ar.~ theu ) for t he pur~ose of sav

i r.~ their lives. Ey peer inB i nto Jose~h ' s nir.d, ~e c ~n the bett 

er r;r a sp t he :'ull irn::-ort c :' J o~e.:h ' s v.or c!s . J c~e;h ~ad already 

d .. cidea to brir.g . i s .'.: e.J.,ilj• to Et ::,-p t ar.d ::rovide :or t heil. E°'·· 

c o .. l d r..e r.ave been ir. a p ositicr. tc do ti:io ( so he r.:e c.ita ted ) 

, ·ere i t not for tr.e c . i 1:.e hie brother s h~d cm.J'ui t i..ed ac,air.s t i.in? 

:'l~e fir.eer of God 1.ust have trc:..c ec it all. ~cd, i r. otr..er , .ords , 

i s r:o t t o be read i r. . . iracles , but ir, alto.._etLcr r.ori.nal eve1. ts . 

?h,.rc i s ar: ap!)ropri a ter.ess of e v t.rj .... i.-£. tc t,.e di vire :,ur ,cse 
ca 

eac:, cr.e serve a . All tr.e deede of 1 •• en, v.he t her of 1_,ood or ill , 

but uid ir: t he «ccom"l)li siu .. er.t of Ei:: plan . ::e is t he p ri~~• and 
- 69 

initiatint f actor i r. a l l ever.ts . 

:'i.E:: cliL3;< ir ::.·eac.hcc. i r. Cha,ter L, 15- 21. Th is is a vari

a ti c .. , r .. orc -.,:vidl • er.ac .. e , of tLc. the1 .. e . i'he .. a rra t crs found 

t·.e rubject of J c:crh ' t re:'..at.i or.s ·:itt i!i s 1rct, ~rs cica r t o t h en . 

::ere 2.ci?. .. he :-=::..r o: t: .4crot. .. e rs- is told. Eut tr.ey ~dJ.,it their 

sir. 'r~ c:-·vc :'orcivcr.ers (v. 17) . E }:ad !11.,t yet reportec. this 
so 

i?"' Cr..:-,ter X!}l, a r.d se:et .. f: t.o • ..ave reserved it ior this fir.al s cer:e. 

Ther: J cse!h fir.ally thunders (,·e 1~,aJ li!:cr. i t. to ti1e !ii.al dccl'

c.r.ir.c rer:etitic:: of the U.e,,e in a s:,1' ._ 1-.or.y)the be.s i s c:. t !l t en

tir€ Ptory . All t he :,rc.vicus Etre:;s ar.d sti .... i r. c..?.c. t .... r1 oil, that 

~7 . $1} p . ,:,:o 
a~ GG p . /i l 5 .;_, . 
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pathos and pageantry, had convereed to this one 9o int : •?hough 

ye thoue,ht evil a t:.ainst rne , God meant i t unio gooo.; in order 

to bring to pass , as it is t h is day , to pres erve a numerous 

p eople . '' Here is il:e ul tir:iate unveiling of the fundrunental 
91 

foundat ion of i t a ll. 

I n the unfoldlaent of His a.i m, God wakes use even of men ' s 
92 

sins . Ee effects His Purpose throue h hwnan mea.1:. s , even tilough 

it b e v:i thout tl e knowledce a nd per haps c ontrary to the v.ishes 
93 

of the a gen ~s who actually l abor tor.ard its fuliilment . Through 

jealousy and fol l y the brothers , ou ld <:. es ~y one ,•,hos e c ood.ness 

irk e d t hem; but he , by rer,:a.i r. i r.g tru€ t o .hil.,self even ir. the 

d ptbs of 1.ii cery , bec ome s t he unconsc ivut: i w; i rµme nt of a greo.t 
c·4 

deliver ance . 

A deeper insi e}l t i nto na ~ura l even ts i s aff orde c by t h is 
95 

stor y; t h ey a r c the , or k o: a r uli nq:od. Gen. L, 20 a rticulat-

e c t he sense of an ovc.rrulir:c c.ivine Provider.c '-- , reali ::.inc, it!;: 
96 

pur :pocc "th r oue,h i~.e c oraplex i r. t 1.;racti on of l:w :...i. 1 .. c ti v es , 11 and 

gives a s u9rc1 .. e demons tra ti on of t he divi m . ,,i ll behi 1:d nen and 
97 

t l.ines . 

The cr. t i~e c.:pisode nu~ liE:s t .. e :::.,.s.- er t o t l.e <.uectior; an 

an·.lysi s of 1,hc iir::t chapt e_s of Ccr.c ::- i s 1,,us t ,.ave r c i :::ec . Since 

God h:- : createc. the ur;i v en: e 1or :.ooci , ... i.d s i i.c e mannas fre e 

·: ill , ;•ha t of t h1evil t.hat r.:ar. cio <.. s? :..en ,:,ay do evil if they 

chocse , t he J oseph r.ar r ative r ep:!.i ts , but ::,01 .. e .. o .. God i n tiwe 
98 

b rin (s rood cut of ... 
l " • Wi th ... . . 

1.,1.l C fina l t houc,ht , b ... rely breathed 
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i n the firs t c hapter of' Gene s i s , e:nd h-ere a tta i r-ing its full 

resounding express i on in t h e l ast-- t he tea chi ng s of the earli er 

porti ons of t h e b ook of Gen e s i s are r ound ed out, and t he b ook 

oecotnes a s i ngle unit of .Jewi sh doc tri ne . Lot only i s the uni

ver se fashi on~d for good , but God const antly d i rec~e it t oward 
99 

the good . God. has n ot for saken 1 .. an to ,rnrk c.,u t h i s de sti ny a l cn e. 

God i s v,i th us ; 

B. Provi dence i r: Prophecy 

The i dea of divine p r ovi d(.nc e i s , r.a u ral ly, fund.a.mental to 

a l l prophecy . I t is t h e touc hs tone for ~n explana tion of the move

nent . l\ot until God i s di ecern e c i r. ever:t:: , car: Ei s rorshi!) i n a 

c;enui r.e spiri t be C.:e1.1andf:d . The ::_:>art i c i pation of tl:e Deity in earth

ly affai rs must precede t o giv e autr er.tici t j' c.1.1.d a.uthori t y to 

::is corn~r :r:df' . T:.u::. , even v,itil Al •. cs , the cor:cey,tior. of c;a. God in 

history is r_ui t e full c:ro,:·r; . In the ver/ f ir~t chapter P.ic wa tch

ful r.ess ove:::- a ll the r.ati vri~ f21 .. ili~r t.c I er~el is boldly ut tered. 

Hi s :rnwcr c tr. judce them toe . Ir: Hor.:eu the idc~ is not so impor 

t an t ; he is absor bec v·ith the f ~te of I s r c.el a l .... r.e . (1.:ote t ) From 

1..hen on tlie £ensibili ty to the a c t ive :pre ~enc e of God in events 

ircrea ees vi t h n,arked i nter.s i ty . I saiaj1 goes so far ae to decl are 

t hat A:::syri a i ::: but the i',ea.:pon cf CCC:- , \' it:, ,•,il i c i, F.e ,. ill v.reak 

YCn[.ec!.r:ce n!'cr: l er.: e l. ( I s . VI II , ? ) 7he focusir.e of at ten ti on 

uro1: t::e c or.Yi c t ior. cf di vii.e pt.rpose i n the ur.i verse kec:-,s pac e 

v: jth the de ve l o:-r.1er.t of uni ver sc.limr. ru:.011g the pr ophets , ( Kote u ) 

z..:c. _·c.:.c: e~ its cull ir:at i or. in DeutC;;.o- I :-;[;.i:?-L, ·:r.o -r.-c.s 1.oved to 

7-·_t c.cpthf1 b:;r tl:e vit.ior, of ""ia!.V€J1 fv.1:ill i q ~ t r. e u:i.tZr.ifi c e n t 

of !'C~cc c.!':d love , wi-ct the aic oi Eis e rvar: t I r ael . 
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The prophets ihen alliios t ur.o.nil .. ousl lai d grea.t stress upon 

t he g odl y element ir~ tstory. analnortrayec.. lor.g peri ods i n a c cord-
1 r · 100 

ance v:i t h such a nieh perception. They p eered throueh the out -

er veil cf bap:9eninea ar.d sav, God . The fate of e1iipire::: and do1ni n

ior:s v:e:.::: or.ly a phase of I--:i s et err a.l. rulership . Deutero- I s c.iah 

represcr:ta t h e apoeec of t he ever- increaui ng cres cendo of enthus

i a s1.1 a t the sensi q_ of God i r. t l e u,.i ver se . .:c broucnt the i dc;al 

t o fruition . 

C. Allocatior. . 

Sinc e t he Providenc e concept ~as so native a r:d f~jiliar to 

t he prophetic s pirit i n etnera l . the astociati on of t he Jozeph 

narro.tive with any one p rop,.et i s r0Ll e111utica l 1 ~d to cm .. e ex

tent conj ectu1· e . Ye t the ::iv., le of the sior:,r 11.ay g ive an inkli ng 

ir.to the correct procedure . Tbe pro:ound 9sychol~eica l penet rat 

icn of t h e author of the J oce!)}l t e le has ~lreac.q been co11Lentcd 

upon . Ever:; ~dvantage :s extr'. cte, .. fr01. , tht:: 1 i::-.y op_ ortur.i t i es 

for charac ;, ... r ~ ortr aya l ar,d i nner ill~Jirn:.l.ion . I t is an elab

orat e p i c ture . A deli ca t e . yet stirrin£ . uura hov ers over t h e 

r.arrative :ro=. be£ir.~in£ t o e;;c . So~e inci~~r.ts are cxceptior.

ally ap9ealine to t,1e e1.1otior.s , and revea l a rnoclern a1- titude for 

pathos . '.:l.ere a r e many ino ~;;;.nces , of v1:1ch we rnay 1.rnnt i cn t h e 

l 1iv,~r<i perturba tio1of JoStc i : , , ieL hE: fil·st beholds hiP i.a·otl,LJ.'8 

llr.d hio esc[pe to "' c cr ner to weep unseer. ( Gen. XLI I I , 30 )(1:otc v ); 

h i s he::; i t ancy be ty;een the promptir:Gc of justi ce and oylllpathy 

(nf r r , 2~ ) ; his ii .i.,e c: i ate ir.qu:ry a fter i:is rather (XLfI Il . ~7) ; .!.I!d 

1:i :::; -.. or-..urc of his broti.crc , not b j' ~Ly. ic~l rnc:.ns , u.it throt.d'l 

t!-'eir ::-cnsc of :9as t gui 1 t ;, r.c. ti.ti r l ove :.'. er Eenjamin and Jacob. 

100 . Eh l V. l . p . 55 
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(XI.IV, 1 6 f f ) . 
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Such a f inel y perfected and ser.sitive r.arrati ve style could 

not have been created and utilized except by a writer thoroughly 

com:c iou:: of t he i mpox·t of his message and utterly seized by it. 

'i'he idea of Frovidt.nce , the vision of Gt.d ' s unerrinc har.d, must 

have exerted full domi nance over him. And the bel i ef in Provi

dence r;as surel y part and parc el of t he intellectual life of the 

age to give rise to suc1~ a del icious bit of writing. Uoreovcr , it 

is extr~nel y i mprobable tba ~ the refined nuances and shades of 

fe ~ling characteristic of t he J ose~h narrative were attained near 

t he beginning of literary activity i n I s rael. I t represents 

a very l a te achievement, the fruitage of eenerationfr labor. 

These considerations l ead strai ght to Deutero- Isa i ab as log

ica lly the influence behind the Joseph narrative. He capped the 

climax of the constantly shar pening prophetic discoverJ of God in 

Li s tory. Eis visi on+ould Lave sur eesten suci1 a beautiful illus

tra tion of Provid nee as the a!.ory of Joseph is . We uake bole., 

therefore , to a dvance the belief that the seed Thich burgeoned 

i !.tO the portra :,al of Joseph ' s life was pl anted by the creat 

'!.)rophet of the exile . 

10 1. GG p . 411 



CEAFTER VI- Mission of Israel. 

A. UniversalisrJ i n Genes is 1 - 11. 

The view that t he fir s t eleven chapters of Genesis are 

satur ated ,:itb a 9ositive univer salistic tendency i s hardly to 

be eainsayed and needs no strone defence . They were couposed __., 
fro11 a heit)it ti. l..terly detached fror.i r.a ti ... r.ali sti c particularism. 

The ~orld- view presented is that of a mind that saw hwnanity as 

uni t . I srael i s r.ot menti oned , nor are the heroes I sraeli tes. 

Dominating the entire portion i s the cer.tral and unequi vocal 

thought that the oriEin of all men y.-as the sar:,e , tru::.t all man

kind has sharec the same mar.r-er of crea tion, that cvLry race is 

the outcome of a co1 il.lOn !Jroces s . 

The proble1.1 of these charter s , and in a w.:.y of all Genesis 

i s firs t , t he relation of all hwj.J1ity to God ; secor.d , the par

t icular relation of I s r ael to God ; and third , the particulD-r re-
102 

la.tier. of I srael t o ot :_er na tions . Eoth t he ~roblet, ar:d its 

solution are decidedly univer salis tic ir. char acter. 

The cr~ation of oar, v.-as r.ot a speci al act of grc:.ce to 

I srael ; God uad-- a l l Den a 1 i ke ir. F.i s iLaee . All are ec:ua lly 
103 

s:i ~ children. Their a.oir.c; of evil 2na d~pa_ture from liis con-

mands are f ollor.ea b y a flood i n ,hich al l but one righteouo 

oan (not ari I sratlite) :perish . 11 With t he next gener at.i on he 
-to 

r.~:e::: a c ovenant of love , r.ever,_brir.g anot:i:er fl t.od to des troy 

r.::.i..:::ir.d. 11 God had :--1,.;.nisi-ed nankil:c. :or fa.llir:._ short of t he 

star.da ::-d. . The exac t ne.:::r.i r,c of t r.e r romise, however , is unveil-
104 

ed i, Cr..a,ter e levc!'l . :'he r·orld ::i rr e .:1cai r: , by atteo9ting 
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to build a tower which woul d ena ble t h elll t o r ea ch God. This t i me 

God s ca t ter ec tha. ov er the earth . 

This in brief i s the schel.ie of the/chapt er s . So far t o refer

enc e has been madt to Israel . The vista o~ened up before the 

reader is a s b r oad as the uni verse i t self. Such a form i s the 

only one corJpatib le v-i th the f irc t purpos e of t be cha1)t ers , viz. , 

to decc !·· ibe t he c er:.er&.l rela t ion of a l l hurnani t y t o God. 

But t h i s aim is only a part of the g r eat er unfola ing , to 
i s 

v:l:i ch t be ee cha9te1e c.r e but a prelir .. in;;.r y . True , all n.ankir,dK e-

late~ to God as are c h ildren to the Father . But I s r ael bears a 

specia l r el a tion to Gcd , as Ri E cho~en ins t rwnen t , as Hisser 

vant to "'pread the k r.cv.l ec.ce of Ri c l av: . TLi s s econd teacr_i nc i s 

r:ot a :pparent upon a casual observat i or. . Closer s c rut i n:; will re

veal , howev er , t hat. fro1 .. the v ery cutset the ;.Jl LJJ t o se:9ar ~ te Is

r ael fr om t he rest of t he nations ar.d to concentra ~e att ent ion UP

on it had. cerlllil":at ec; . The :pr ir;ci ..:-le w:de rlying the a rraneement of 

the d · t ~ils of every p rimevc.l rieri od was a lv.ayE first to dispose 

o: tr.ose n:-c..t i or.c or far i l i e:.. tha t do r.ot ledd. directly <io\m t o 

I ::rael , i n crde! 
10&° 

Thus 

ti.;:. t/ I srael 1 •• a.y a t lent;t.h co1:1e out a special 

~fter t he deluc e the cuthor separa~e~ off all t he 

nwncrous 1.0..ti ons r:ot bel o1 g i r.g to t he rac e that le ... de dov,n t o I s 

re.el ( Gen . X) , ru .d even 2.rr a n.s,es t l:ese i n such a mc:.nr,er as to 

co1,,e i n crd. r froJ; .. t h e , es t ciista.r.t (J._.ph e tl: } to t i:e r.earer (::am ), 

to the ~ear ee t (S~~ .) . Kot ti l l then follo~s t he series cf gen

era ti ens l eadi n[ o.c,·.r. to 7crah and Abra.ha1. .• ( l~ote i7) 

V.1hy hc.s I srael l.lc.en i nola t ec" ? Chapters ten ar.d eleven contain 

t}--, .1u=:,;er . I n Char,ter X , re find ~ r e cocniti on ar:d a conc_· ete 

drclnr:u.ion t ha.t a l l tl:c r a c es o: the c:.rth bel or:e to ~he sai::e 
10& 

creat f ru:iily , ru".C:. .-re 1-ht~ei'crt.. k ir.~ .. e: . . 
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I srael had no dealings are i ncludec . I s rael i s still one of the 
10? 

mass. All ethnic groups are of t he saJUe r a c e , r a nk , destin:;r, etc. 

:i.:ankind i s an unbr oken- ur.it . I n Cha_ter XI, however , t h i s harmony 

is shat ter ec . The nations are di s~ersea , as penalt y for the ar

r oganc e of 1 en. Verse 9 rel a t es that "the Lor d scatterec th~n 

abroad over the f a ce of all t h e earth". Then, very s i £?li f icantly , 

our i nt er es t i s co11ce1 tra t ec. on Ao r :?.haL, , toY:ard r.hom the cenealq~

ica l t ab l es had b een conver~i ~c. (~ote x) Abra.bal~ i~ i ~olat ed 

f r om all the rest . 

In the !'elati cmship by whi ch t he condi ti or. outli ne<.. in Chap

ter XI, and the focusing of conce1·n u9on Abr ahrun, are bound, we 

lea r n the sec:r-et . P.UJ.1ani t y throu£h its follJ• had ..,een d i sintegrat -

That the entire hw1a.n rcce sr.ould. be visited ,-;i t h f'uch a terrible 

punichuent for a rela tively clieht offense i s unreascnabl e ) Abra

ham has b een sir.gled out to reui.itc i t . Tr.at i s t he r eason for 

hi s lone emer gence ou t of t he chaos of nations. The stage bas been 

preparec for Abraham. The t a sk he is to accomplish has been set. 

Fina lly, the s upr eme moment is arrived at. Abr aham is sununoned. 

( Gen .XI I , l - 4a) 

B. Abraham . Servant of God. 

Abr a..'1.a.1;. i s of cours e tr.e t ype cf I 3rael. Toe persor.ificat -

i on of peopl es , tribe :; , etc . i n tr.e f i rs t eleven cba1= t err; ,·:i ll 
101 

l!Ot suddenly cease . Tr adi t ion i s \',ont by such meane to ex-

:· l :::in the obscure oririn of peoples , o.nd re1)re~er.ts the begin-
109 

:.h:,: of~ n::..~io::·. under tl'~e nction of a s ::.n~le !)rO!;enitor . 

This device is vcr·· co1;J.o:, throughout tl.e P~r.tateuch 
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( Gen . XXXVI, XLIX) 
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Gene sis XII, l - 4a voices the J,.i3aion of t he p eopl e of I ::.r ael . 

The t lensi ne I s r ael i 3 to brine liy:or. the -:; orl d i ~ ti.. (; Jr..now3..ed£e 

of God. (note z ) This is the .:::olt.tion to t he third aul f i na l 

r-hase of the probler.i , vi z ., t h z..t of I sr~el ' s relation to 1 •• c:..n-

kind. The universa l s i gnificance of I er£cl i~ t~e · .ie~t of the 

natione of the ~crld i~ here enli~ci~tcd. Th e divine ble&sin5 a c

cordei:. to the :9atri archs i s ,.0t c:t..L:':Le ... tc.. I s r c.el , but is to be 

extendet 07~ ~ a l l the nations of the e~rtL. ThrouGh I s r ael , a s 

the servant of God , the b le r.:sine s of peace ar:d love ai.d colilL'.lunion 

r i t h God a r e to be cor:f e rrec. 1_;,por. t .c ·;.orld. ( ::ate aa ) 

I f t h ese verse~ r e cor d t:Le selectior: of Abrah...J:'l ( I s r ael )for 

a mi ssior: , t he succeec i1ig narrati vc n in ·::rJiCll tr..e pa triarch plays 

a role (XII-XXV, 18 ) d 1,or:strate hov;· he proved hinself v;orthy of 

it . Selection i:=: no ~ c1-:ou_h. God ' :; ::Lrvice is .. c t ea s "' . The 

serva nt must posse::r: J n.rq virtue:. . The rr-..,bbis dt.clarec. that Ab

r ahru?". ·.- r•.s eu:,jec t to ten testf" anc ... o~r:d r?ot r,antiq;. Above a l l , 
111 

:.e had to i:c•,e f c: it}l i r: Gee, t:r:d i; ! .. is i c r. ( Ci. Ch . IV, A ) . 

P.is p os s essior. of the· rec:i;.ireC: .t.eli ties naci to be prove, . '' Tr.is 

tr.emc forrr.s the cer:t::.·.:-1 ti-ni:r t 01 the Al:.r ai:ro .. c.;rcle of stories". 

T}!e ailr. of t:ier.e .. arrati vei: wai: to shC\~ how Abraha.11. had becowe 
112 

f it for h is 1 •• i ssion . 

and Joseph, was thie 1 .• i;sior: er.tru:::ted . (Gen . XVIII , 18 ; XX.II, 18; 

XX'!I , I.. ; XXVII I , 14 ; XJCXV, ,; ; XLVI, 3 , etc .) The idea runr. like a 

t l read tl:roughout t Le patric::rcha~1.ar_atives . I saac fol:.o-.--s ir. i.is 

fat:.cr ' s foot s t ey>~ , ::reserve:: his i r:.1:.eritsnce , serves God, anc, 
113 

li::c Abrahrun, in Q,tid€d, !)r ot ect e<.? , ;...r.ci b le :::;se c... by hi1n. 
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J acob was destined from the fi~s t to be the heir of the prom

ises , and ye t had to pas s through a series of tria ls and pur ific

a t i ons un til he a t l ength becaue the man ,·1i th v.hom God coul d r enew 
114: 

the covena n t. (Cf . Ch . I,A) 

" The selecti on of Israel to be God ' s messen..,er and v.-itness of 

Hi s truth a nd Ei s l a w unto a l l t h e peoples of the earth , a nd His 

te::tine; a nd :,r epa r a tion of I sra.el for t h is a !'duous t ask ", i s then 
115 

t he cen tra l theme of t h e 1 oor. of Gene s i s . The evol u tion of 

t r_e t houe,ht is as follors : 

(1) God c reated t he ~orld for c ood . 

(2 ) t:an ' ::; ea rthly na t ure has i n t erf e r ed with His pur

p ose . 

(3) He t herefore sel e cted I srael to uplift humanity 

and 1·1ake kr-mm lii s a i ir,. 

(4 ) I s r ael r.,ust :,r ove i tt fitness f or t hat mis::i on. 

( 5 ) Ever. i f r .. an :persista to do evil , Ge,d ' s provide.nee 

will t ur~ it t o ~OLd ~urpose . 

So Ger:es is one a:r.c. fi f t:; r oun d out a :,erfect circ le , dominat-
116 

e d by t he t h ouaht of XII, 2. 

C. Deutero-Isaiah . 

'i'he Li r:: t cr .,· of ur:i vcr sali si .. , r.d t Le 1 .• i s~i ori idea in t he pr o

phe tic 1.1ove1.1er.t is e:.ui t e i r. t c r erti i.c. Al .. os believed that God hed 

pov:er over ,)ther nati ons , and er. t ertoi neci a vaeue i.otior. o:' God a s 

t:1e crcG.tor . Eu t he d i d r.ot s ee t he rel a ti on t etv.ee1! I srael and 

th•"' .- c rld . Hosea vraE r eac tiona r y , und vi suali :-ed a d i viril e c on-

e err. v:i t h I sra el a lone . Isa iah sav. t, c. t God could use other peo-
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plea as tools against Israel, and so far may be concidtred ae an 

advance ; he also :perc e ived God as the creator e,f al:. t::ir.cs . J er

emiah, though not r etroaradir:g , made r:o s t ep for\·:ar d ; he was ab-

3orl-ec: in God' s pilr:9cse ,vi t h t!:e inc.i vi c.ual. Ezekiel a ctuelly 

reverted to t he pre- prophetic poir.t of vie,, ; to hir.i God ,·:as a 

rer:.li ty only to I srael. an4 ·.as especially j oir.ed v,i t h the indi v

i dual. 
117 

Deutero- I saiah, ho,,ever , c01:iplcted the triar,.:,l e . Ee saw t he 

close relationshi p of God to both I s rael [;u.d the other nati cr.o, 

but more especial ly--and liere i s h i s ori g inali ty-- t he mission of 

I crael to t he world . The one thel!!e that bir:ds toeether his teach-
118 

ines i s the destiny of Yahveh' s chosen peo9le . Ee trac es this 

de~ t i ny in the leadir:c forth cf Aora~am, i r. the Lreat d~liver

ar:ces of I srael ' a early Li story , ir: its •,ictoriec ever nci gl.bor

ir: t r,atior:s , ar;d the tr~ir.i1.c of I sra el ir. its hour of hw.ili~tion 

(fu:il e ), 'I'he rul ir.e tl:ouc):t i ::; tr-a.t I srael , by virtue of it3 

tro.inii.g, i s c -=- lle r~ to repres c1:t Ya...1'1veh b efore the worl d , viz . , 

ic t }:c :, >~ 1 ,;J. )I, the Serva nt of God , (Is . XLIII,10 ; XLIV, 21 ; XLI, 

8-10 ; XLIX, 1) a nd tha t tl:rou ~ h er accr.c::,· 1 .. er. v:ill at last be 

flood, C: ,. it, the li ,)~: o~ t::e d i vii.e ccur.ter:a .. ce . I r. the vie,· 

o: Deutero-loaiah, t he extens ior. c: tLe cr:de.rs tE..uiir.g of God ov

r r :::J.l 1.a nki1:d o:; Icr:.cl is tt:L i cie c;;. l c:: ,...ro-}"etis1.1 as it affects 
- . 119 

~--crlc! 1._;_e :..or: ·, ~.! .C. Lr.e :, i 1.)1e ~1, air:! of ::,:9 i r i tual effort . 

T.he clo~e intellcctua.l liai :--or. 1-etr·een tLe Abrci"~n n.:!.rr~ti ve 

~r:d Deutc1·0-Is aiah i c s e lf-evic.. .. t . Suci: c:. cow::;lete i.a.i v t rstlism 

~ :-- ·, c :.:-.ve found in the : i rst c l cv E:n cha :9.:.ers of Gcnesi:::: is ur:-

t: . .:. .:::::.~!.e 1.:cfcrc t:~:.t ere:, t. ~rop:!:let c 1 a c i. gle hunar.i ty. ::or can 

the rt. i <ir.e ir.eic. ti on of t he Li s sion idea be casually dismissed; 

11? . ..:c:: 
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it .bas th~ prophetic outlook in the highest sense . The per -

fect parallel between the thought of the sel ec tion of I srael as 

it. io evolved t hrouehout Genesi s and the exa l t ed interpretat ion 

Deutero- I saiah eave of his people ' s exi l e lea ves no room £or 

doubt . Abr ahru,-- tbc idt~l fi gure of I srael -- t he~,n· ~~~--was 

ultimat ely a product of De~t ~ro-Is a i ah' s ruind , the concrete e~

bodi1'lent of tfl€ I srael as t.he peo9l e r,i th a mission. 

120 . P.EE p . 129 



Chapter VII- Conclusi ons. 

A. Purpose of ~arr a tive s . To I llustrate Prophetic Princip l co . 

As suee ested in the introduction , an ar,alys is of the prophet 

ic influences in t he nar r ~tives of t he Pentat euc~ reLulte i n en

lieh t er.1.1ent ae to t heir pur pose , r.iet r.od of cot:iposition , a nd C:ate. 

Thes e v;ill nov: be to.ker. up i n ordc..r . 

The i ntell ectua l cont ent of t he rrarratives t reated above a nd 

t hat of th t resp ective prophets , i th ,·,r.01. they have b e er. c onnected 

a re s o s trongly ide ntica l t hat t he purpose of the narr a tives be

comes known a t onc e . Such perfect accord car1 mean but or.e thing-

the narratives are a n expression of p rophetic trut ts . I n their 

present farm they a re i ns trurr.ents of prophecy , e1..oocii1:Jentc ir. con

c rete form of the prophetic Dessace . It r ·as to illustra te ronhet-
i 2 1-

i c assertions that t hey were !Ut i nto t~eir pr esent shape. 

Tile prophets , it rnus t be re1.~e1 .. berec. , d ~li v erec the ir rues sages 

i n r a t }!er abstr::ic t i ori.1 . True , tl:eJ oft en e1.,r,loyed i 1:1aees and r.iet 

uphors t o c i vc their t r u t hs illus trati o .. Ti:ese were hor:ev c _, but 

s ecor.dur y :..o their :,reechir:c; , c:..n ci v.cr .. directly d i c.::-:.ctic in f orm. 

A 1 .. 0::e p o pul ar anC: 1._.ore r>~trac ... ive ( to the 1,ass ) expres _i on had to 

be e i ven t h e se :_reat s~iri t 1;.al truth s . What 1. ore natural tl1an 

stories ! They have a l~ays exerted a deep and lasti ng ap1eal to t h e 

a veraee ~erson . By coveri r.£ tl:e 9rul'.)l.l..tic ide~s Y, i th t he cor b of 
0 

lceend ~ci f ar.cy , t he v.ri tcrz ti.us c:'"rl,_i t (.d the na i vete of tr.e 

pco~lc c.r.d enh:::..nc cl tl~e c:fecti ·,ene$~ of :1ro::cec:; . ? hey wer e the 

pr o!)Ag:;r.ui~ ts of the prophe tic ncv e1 .• c;-:t . 

I r. :r-ur::;uit cf t.hc.t ail. ti:1:;J rEcordtd the h is:cr., cf I srael 

in the sy·i r i t of tl:c prO!)he tic ir.ei cht into hw~a1. and di vine a f -

121. i:c:: 
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fai r s . Historians a s such t hey wer e not, because they shap-

ed the past to the r.eed of the present . The raz, 1 • .at erial of their 
123 

subject 1.,at.ter they wolciec. t.o their r. i l l. Pr i mitive history 

~as the soi l up on .. hich they rearec their ethic~l and moral and 

s, iritual edi fices . In t he har.ds of the r:arra tors t hese anci en t 

tales bec ame a prophetic reirospect ~ith pra ctic~l ap~lication t o 
124 

the pr esent , (and future ). T'ne reli . ivri of Abraha1,. , for exar:iple , 
1 25 

i s t h.at o: t he na rrator, \7r.o ,. rote a s Abra.her; • The trials of 

J acob were a prototype o_ t h e sufferin(,3 of t he '..ri ter ' s a.Ge . / 

T •. at t he: cilara c ter of Jos e ph s iwt..l~ lie .i.de::.li zec. -;,a::. inevitable 

ar:d i r: !'18.r~ony , ;i th t:.e pur ro::: e o: ~i.e !)ro:phetic ,·.Ti tcrs , . .r.o 
126 

c r eo ied l.i 1~ . 

,riter ' s da:; . Tr.e f:. ith of Abra.halt. , }.i s readiness t o fol lov, God , 

h is f id~lity and lovefor God , auove, a ll , h is accept ~nce of a di

vi r:c t.issior. , .. ere flrc t:ful re1 .. ir.cier::: of prorhetic e:<l1ortatior.s, 

es~cc io.lly those 0 1 Dcu t.e ro-Isc::. ici. . So it \ as v. i ;,.i-1 "t1h .. otl1er nar -

r a tivc c . 

Oi:,jcctivc ::i:;toriai:s t he ,.rite.·:: obvi ...... slj· ,·,ere r:ot . Their 

euoj ecti ve i nterec t is Vf;;.ry evi der: t. , .:..i.c v"'r:,· vi£,orou :::: . It f ormed 

the c oa l of th::ir l aLor . Doctrir:a irian • bias" v:~c t.he r:,otive 
12? 

spurrinc t~~ - to t nei r t ~ek. The cor,c ern ·;.i th h i st.cry as such 

cii d not ,a rise until a 1..uci. later re.rice. it, l s .~ael 1 s :.i stor.:,· . 

'2,-

~ l Y e.y s follov. s 

li fe cf .:::.11 ::.ncic:-.~ r::::.t .: c!.O ~1~c ·:.ri ti . ._. of .• :.stcr~ , ~ 

otr.cr effor ts anci t.t1;d~ .c ie~ that J-.ave t-lreao.J c a 1n-
12C 

eel strer,'- th_, ::.uc.l h,, ce cl1 ..... , eic , it}. t . . ei ... 7he propheti c 1. ove-

1 ~2 . : ::;u;; 7 . 10 ::p . 386 126 . IC. -:.· . -· p . 12? 

l "'" •'- . -s: :r V. . 1 p . r ? 127 . ::E:.-: p . 226 

124 . }C?l-... ..: p . 39 128 . :EJ-:I Y. 1 !). 10<:. 

185 . GG i r:trc C: . r . •~,; 



ment over a period of several centurie- was the core of Isr ael ' e 

epiritual life . Especia l ly ~urine t~e period of Per.tat~uchal 

redac tion, it ,·:as the 1 .os t powErful cpi ri tua l forc e in I ::r ae l. 

I t, its outlook, t he !)ast pl a .;e..: a very i r.:1-orte.r:t r oi e . I n fact , i n 

:J. sense , the paet was the authority ar.d seal c1 thei r act ivity . 

The rast, so t he prophets d~cla r ec. , L.::.c ,.iti,essed th\. revel .::. tion 

of divi ne care rr.d love; it had cx:r;crie1,ced Hie . rovidc.r.ce; it r_a d 

shov.n , .. het f' i t h coul d. be o.n~ coul d do; it h£.~ illti.stra ted tr:c 

t:ci r rnodes of cor.ccivir;[ ar.d _1·c::e!".tir.._ c,·e .... r , · r.~ ler:t tLc 
129 

bric;ht ec t colo~s to their style . The prophetic truths wer e so 

completely in possess ion of 1,beir r.1inda t hat they asc .t i bec them t o 

antiquity, and found their~v,aying t he acti une of the very founders 
• rl« 

of Israel. By thus enshroudi ne these p rinc i p les i n the ~e~th of 

age and t he e.ut hori ty of Cl'eat le(:..cr.d:ir y )-_erot 4of tLe :-eo~l e , the 

r:a-::r:::.tc::.·, r cr.<i rec 1 •• c;re ::::u1·e tr.c.:.r ~avcn~ ii.to ti,_ o ul·.r 1.ir.d. 

(;:otc ab) 

:pcricnccr cf t r :.etion ; re f· r t:.c:; ,ere ,cic?:ticte . --ut thi s 

! ast v.a:: to ti.o. net .e.r: f! .• , i..;;.t a ,~e~ ... :, oi .. o~.,i .... :01 ti: the ~ub-
• 

... ... • 4,i e., lC' ,.1 the 

ac1;.dc1 .. i c ser.ce o~ t:.c. i c.rd t:.e:, \."ere t.f .-urc l:,· r.o t ._i tctcr i~ ,.!.. • 

c.'ici recorci tLe life cf ~!.c -. i !'it , :·::c1 i f: tr."" cs er:tial life of 
_:__-, 

(I ,e ,.,. c1· · ... c.:':~c; u?::"olc. t:.c. c..,._r Lie ... cc~ o: i .c ter. ~!:.d ·.-c~cr. - . .l... - "' -

1 20 . ~~ I v . 1 p . 5( 



tak ing place . Ac rahat1 c id 1:ot n eed f c..ith ; he ~as a fictiou . 

I ::rael of I s a i ah '.s til.Je , ar.(i a fter h i 111 , ciid , r..cr;ev cr , By provid

i ne; de ep i nsight into t :ie s ou l of t hei r co evals , t h e s e na rrators 

ee.rr;e c t h e ri{0t to be co.l l e c. l~i s t oria ns , c.r.d their products are 

l eci timat ely the bioerapr:y of a peopl e . 

Furthe r more , the:y a r e crec.tive . TI:ey reap_;r a i sec a1:c r e

crea ted t h e nati ona l past it: t e r r.ti:: cf ne\~ vi s ior.s , nev; val ue;; , 

and h i t!her a e:piro ti or.s . They o:per.cl uy nev, vistas . T~,ey sl·1e1.. .... 

h itherto unima c inable light upoL ·wha t r,as unillumined. 

B. t:eth od cf Conpositilon. Aaa.:-t at i e,n of Polk- t a l e s . 

I t ha :; c..lready been h i n t er. that tLe Pcnt1:..t C;uc}1al write rs 

~er e r.ot f or c eC t o create t he r a % Lateria l for t Leir ~urposc . 

The stu ... f vJ their r.arr.:: t i ves v:as ready t o r.a .. c. i n the folk- tw. e s 

c-r.d l ore of the 1'.)eo!)l e . 1/a r i ous tra.d.i ti c.r.r- .:nd l ecer,ds ha d arie

en independe ntl y a t differe~t t i ~es and p~ac es , anc as a r e s ult 
130 

of va r ;ri nc f orces .::.1. cor.di t ionr.- i n r.r,cier.t I srael. The auth-

ors cf the Fer.tr- ie...:.c ,1al narrati '-'CG t E)ok a ra.:.i .. b .. r oi ar:ci er.t myths 

curr ent i r. I :-:roc:: fu r ua1 y gcnera.ti or.c . Tiley a l oo borr owec. sor.:ie 

frorn ::::,,b yl on i a n li t er s.t ur~, l cor?.ec. t l.rou,J1 the dornir.an t Babyl on

i .::r. culture . These t.he:,· c o1,l:,il ec. , r eint cr_retcc , ru.d r .. od i1ied 

,•i t h r e :. t i!'eec.or~ fr01 t he s t r..r.d- !>0i n~ of the 3;ro,!:'h{;tic t rut n 
131 

1 .. oti va tine thc1:1. 

The 1 .• e t i10d of' t bei r choice o f f o ll:- t e l ec was consc iou::- · 1:d 

dclibLrc.te . (::ate ac) Thi e i c si,o,·,r. y the is.ct that f r oo a. 
132 

hi~toricc>l ."oi r.t. of vier. thei r r.ar rr..tivef a.re r.ot ,. .. 09or t.i m .... te . 

1:i() . : ;G p . 214 
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Political events of far- reaci,ing nat-ional i n portance are i gnored 

or g iven but s cant not i c e , vhile for exru .. ple , the a ccot.:.nt of Ab

r aham ' s sacrifi c e of I s~ac is eX!)ar.ded y;i t h great deta il. To 

these v;ri ters t e e h i s t orica l traditions of thE-ir r a ce v:ere s h .ply 

collections of va l uable illustrations with which to enforce ui::on 

.. he 1Jinds of t h eir co nte1r.poraries the ei enificant r eligious truths 

it was their mission to impart . Out o f the vaet storehouoe they 

s:elected those t hey deemed v,orthy of perpetuation . l~ot l oyalty 

to historic truth , but usef u l ness as conveya~ces for pr ophe tic 

t ruth , was t heir crite ri on . (~ote ad ) 

That t he wri ter s passed judgJnent u pon the uoay of iolk-lore 

befori:{them i G further e videnced by the fra1..,men .. ary charac ter of 

cert.:..in narrati ves . I n Ger,esi s VI, the story about t}:e gods des cenci

f inr. to marry the d&.uchter~ of 1 •• en is c onfinea t o a f ew verses . 
1 33 

Surely ti.e orieinal mat eri o.l v.as f ar More extens ive. I t is like-

l y that this t he1:e v:ac·a favcrite one in the anci ent I sraelitish 

folk- l ore, just as ~ i i. t he Gre ~k myt bolc,gy. The tale of the 

angels: .; t t:.a_3r.ai1., ( Gen. XXXII ) in t he J ca1cob storJ i s ar,ot.her case 

i n poir.t . !:ere it is relee&t e< t.o a rc:. i ti t.n far ir.:fer-icr to i ts 

ori ei .a l r er.k ai .. onc t::e o2..k folk tales , 1ec.s.usc. it i',as o:ffensive 
134 

to l~t er ~riters . A thi r d inst~r:ce is ::w,.be.rs XIII , 22, D. sr.tall 

fra.:_1.1er. t of a.nci -nt r,011 t1 cal i.i stcr)' v.i ... ich i..r.doubtedl:,· o.:es its 

cli1ui1,~t .i. ve ch.:.rac Ler to the exclusi v ... r elic ious pur!}Ose of the 
1 35 

:-uthor . 

'i'he \71:'i ters v.-ent fur tr.er than 1uere cri ti cal selectior. . 'i'~;ey 

&lso ! .. e d ified, chiefly by i nserti en c,f .ey rassages v,hich a ltered 

L!· c tenor c,f t he context . I llusi-ra.tions of thi s 1.1e thod abound. 

1 33 • ..:c:~ 
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Thus , the story of Abr aham ' s intercess ion v.ith God ( Gen.XVIII, 

l ? - 19 , 22b- 33a) is an inserti on i nto the traditional Scdom story by 

a seconda ry writer . (1:'ot e ae ) I t has been proved above ( Chap. III, A) 
' 

t~a t i t has nctonnec tion ~ i th the movement i1mJediately preceding 

or fol lowing , and does not com.ect l ogically \., i th the c ont ext. I n 

additi on, the ti tle and conc epti 1.. n of God as " judge of t he v.hole 

earth " reveal a llluch later stage in prophetic thoue,h t thc:.n that of 
136 

tbe ori e ir.al. Pecu liarities of style strer:ethen t he oelief that 

t he verses a re an interpolation. The ::predilect ion fc,r l or.g coi:ver-
137 

sati on here revealed i s i r. Hebrev.· usae.e a cien of secondary sourc e , 

a nd later c omposition . Deut ero~oruic collo~uialisLs ~ re a l s o pres-
138 

ent in XVIII,17- 19 . A mor e acute study of ti1t: r e lation of the 

i nter cessi on story t o the context unearths ,.,or<-: evider:ce of its 

secondary chara cter . Fir s t , vv.17- 19; accordir.e to v . 21 , God must 

j ourney to Sc - Ol!I i n order to in..l<e a decision anent its fat e ; in 17 1 

He kr.ov,s v.i:at l:e r,ill clo . I r. v . 19 , God. s . .,Laks c. himself 

tr.ird . ersc1. ; this .:.r.kward touch sho,•,s t h&t. the ,.ri ter v.-as con

cerr.ed v.i th thcoloe.,· r :. t r.er t tar. a col.c:=·ent r:a rrs.tive . Again , 

vtrses c on t .... in remi ~.dcrs of God ' s promise to Abraha.J.1 :r:ct found in 

XVIII , l - 16. Verses 22b- 33a have r.:ore ir.co! .. pla.tibili ties . Accorcing 

to 221tl:e three i-,er. v:ent aY:a:,' ; 221:, relc.te~ tLat God reLai r:e<.. Ac

cor.:i r. _ t c, 20 t :·,e: ti::.ret. i..er. r..ili .. ec to LO to Sodo1:: ; 22b- 3~a records 

t r.:-.t Gu.: did r.oi go thither , 1...;.:.. af te_• spea.kine to Abrahai,. s i1.1:ply 

de:;:,c.r tcC: . Abra..am r t.coc;r.iz c:-- Goel ir. t.Lis 1n:.~sace , out r.ot in :>.."VI I I 

1- l G. I n v . 25 , C-od i s c~ll er~ tre " ju.!ee of all tr..c ~·.crld", before 

·.:.c ... :.,er, a r e but d·~t a.c. a£r.t.s (27) ; in XVIII , 1 - 1 6 , he is deci ded-

1:,· r: thropomor:phic . The i n t c. rce:: i o1. , i'i r.al l ; , i s r:ot ur.derztc r,d

""ble on the IJ, i is o: :; r.cicr.t t b.uL:i:t . Abr o.hru.1 1ni ght as .. for the 

pre:::erva ti ol~ oi' l ot , but r:o t for t Le lif'e of an a lien and eodle::::s 

1 36 . KBHF. p . 90 
1 38 . Ibid . p , 6,; 

137. GG i ntrod. p . 39 
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people . The story as it i o h ere , v,as be:,·or.d c uestion an a t -

tempt of the ,,ri ter to treat of a religi c.,us pr<)blem of his time 

vhi"ch c ame t o hie mind in connectiori ith t.he !Sodom 3tory. 

Another i n~ta~ce of inrertion is Ger.. XXJ .I , 1 5- 18 . This pas -
1·,0 

sage is v lso seconan.ry . Tlu..t i s clear , 1,ut ,or.ly froi, its loose 

conr.ecti cn ,-itr: the r>rir;-.ary narr tiv(. , but a l co fro .. i ts c01::bin

a tion of El ohi::;tic conce!)tions \ith Jal:vistic phraseol o&Y, use of 
141 

;, l n · a " J , etc . It is plainly dependent on E ~hich precedes, 

but tl e sol emen recitc tion of Yilhveh ' e cetn laces it or. a l i ne 
142 

with J. 
~ 

I t does no t contir,ue t;-uet-<..). 12 . I t it certait. that 

the E s tor:,· r.s.s been cxtencir that t;1c. Lrea t :::..c:. of fai t .. :.ere 

r.arrat.ed 1,i .:J.t be c_orr.ed by f;.. c cre1.or.iouc rce etitior. of Cod ' s !)roD-
143 

ise of a mi s~ior. to AurahOJ .• I t:c ver · l r:: 1 ,_uace: s.r.d u..,e of 

·.ores recr.lls , XII , 2 , XVI, 10 , XV, 5 , XXXII,13 , e tc . Accord i r.e, to 
lll-

the older ver~ i or. , AbrahaJ,. ' ~ re·,-- rci was 't:?at he could ~et:.!) I s~ac . 

The sccondar:-,· · ut11or c.ddcd the .! roi.,iee , to ct:.iJ.,:p the r.; c..ory a:; a 

~ect o:': Ab:: :~ar., ' s vorthi r.es" -.o be God ' s rcrvc;.r,t . 

The Jt:!.COL ctcr . .,- i ~ a bri lli8 r.t exa.i ..• le of the c oi:ipilc:::- ' s a l 

te:-a ti on fo! the !)urrosc of e1 .. ~l--asi ~ ing the ethic.:.l and religious 

: oint of vie,·: . Thci·e a re evide nce:: t.L<.. t t.},e cJLcier tr~ di tior: , for 

insta?,Ce. relate· t he strucrn:lc 1e:t,-;-ccr: Jacob ar.d L.:.bc,.r: an<i the 

forner 1 s triurn1)} ir. , ha.lf- hw.orous v t in (XXXI., 33.1.f ), .:.nd th~t 

t:1e l:i.ter ve::r:-;inn l',a::; ... ore i .. odcr,te D.r.ci forbe· rir.c , c::.r~d desire1,., to 
l.5 

provE: Jacob ' 3 richteou:::r.ec!: . 7hi::; is _, r1:ii::ul~rly Lo..r.ifc:, t in 

1~9 . GC ,:; . 185 
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XXXI, 42, v:here an eff ort to ,:rindi c :;.te .Jacob anC: sho1," hie a.r, scc-

i a ti 01- ,.,.i t h God , co1 .. e~ to li t ht. Chai:: te r XXXI y i elc!s r:iore evid

er.cc. I r. vv. 3 and 13, Gc d e:::-pe a r::: t o J a c ob and orders h ii:1 to re

turr. to h i s ho1Je . Thie cou .,n:d r.os r:o t necescar:l , because a c cord

i ne to vv. 1 a nd 2 , .Ja co+e.d already }card the murmuring of 

Laban ' s eons , a nd had perc e i 'Ved the threat in Laban ' s men . .Jacob ,.. 
was a shrewd 111an , and could :have di ,;ri..1;:;d the hostile ir. t,entions 

of his late emp loyer . The vis it~ t1or, ~~ God con be i~ter~rcted 

onlJ as an a ddition by l a t e ~ editors , : ft er t hJtale .ad been 
l •. 6 7 

spiritu~ li zet, t o denonstrate His !OYer and i ~tervcntior. i ~ the 

cause of jucti ce . Fur t l.er , ,,e J. ect :, . ,r::·,; c~ in Ch . XXXII , 10- 13. 

'i'i.is su:~lication i , d i :'fc:er.t ir. t o,,c :ru111 it::: co .. tcxt . fir.ilc 

t::c ~est of tl:c stor:· _ic cricfl:: or. tre :.t-vel of tr.c :rofcr.e , t his 

r eir.f uaes deep relicict..s se1:.t i1 .e1: t. ~. It rer rte er.t s t:.e c.,-at; t ude 

of t::e rio• fl 1.1.ri ,~Lo fir.ds 1:.:: ... self ~u or..,:..y c: ci ivir,e grac e . The 

pr a yer ehO\ s ti.€ "v, o i.r r,ds 111 not , c.s did vv. o a1.d r , c..~ u 1.,cc..r:s 

of €3C _c , iut cs:. ear.c::t t.f Goe. ' ~ _ro .. cctic1. r na c·rc , 

~~ir.s t:.c ::::..: .. c _"!"'J.: e c e ;-_~ ~ ~ t. _ o rnd in r,t •. er r,~sc~Len aw.,i:. t c dl:, 
1.;7 

secc,.dt..~ .;( r . .__. XXXI, 10 , 1:, ) . '.:o co,.ti1...:e, t1:e st.o=:-., u: J acci... ' s 

:::t::u:,r.lu ,,i t'h the lJ/ • ~ (XXJCII , 23- ...,3 ) is a ski lful co1.,bi1.a.t i on of 

t ·,o Ycrzior.s ir: rhicL botl , were c01,bi1 cl, • lti OU[.h i t •·hors nor.y 

cortr~oict,jor;,:,; _ I r: i t r- cs. e1 <'r it i:, ~ r,:i--th of :,i::h antiqui t :; , 

ici r.-:.lly uti l iz1..d t c. illur-t-rat,e ti,e orici1, of t he n. ... 1.e Fci-.uel , it 
1~8 

b tc~• .co ai, acc our,t of Jact b ' :::; fi1,alf "' t ruegle c.r.d puri: ication . 

1~7 . Ib i d . p . 32~ 

14€ , DG 
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A COlnparison wi tl Hosea XII, 12 , 3b , 4- 6 , in v1hich t hat prophet 

refers to t his i ncident, c onfirrr.s t he belief t hat t he Ger.coia 

:tory is the result of a e~iritualizine process . I r- Hosea XII, 4 b , 

Q •il .!,lf instead of ep•~_i s used , .and i n v . 5a ,7~.!>». The 
1 1..9 

pro~hetic ucaee i s more c~ude , and earlier. We can but reach the 

conclusiou -fro .. a ll these te~ti1 .. onies tr.at t .. e Pentateuc,.o.l ,·;ri t 

ers found i r. the J acob storie R a rich source of 1uaterial , ..... r.d by 

ada_ tr. tior. presented fo_ ci l,l y a.no. concretely t he .. oral they v.anted 

to convey, ar.d e,1phasi zeC: the su!)reme fact that God \',as tra ining 

hi s peo~le by vari ed and often .:.,ai r.ful ex1.;1.;.rie?1ces fol the 1 .. isci on 
1 5, 

tr.::.. t a\'·ai ted it . 

C. DatP. of COI!l!'OSi tion . Late Prc.!hetic 'l'inee . 

It has been demonstrated t1:a.t the s torie:: of t he Per.tateuch, 

especially those cer:terinc about t .• e patriarchs , in the for m in 

v.hich the.y r:-ive co1.1e cio,-m to ue , "are .. horouchl y iml>ueu i',i th t he 

p1 o:_)ht. tic sr i r i t, c.r.c :.re t.:e ~roc.uct o: the f i :;al 1act~orphosis 

these ~ 1:cier,t stori e:: ur.dc:rv.-ent a.i.or..: tLe followers oi the c;rea t 
"lfl 

pro!'· e:ts . The au tho rs of these r,arr a ti ves , it .as beer. proved, 

;·,ere follov-ers of the r reat ~ropr.cte , fillea y; i tl. cor.Yic t i or. ai;d 

e1.t1J1.l.~ia!'1., for t :.eir prir.ci:ple!= , and v.ere i11_ ell ed t.o r,c_form their 

li t.er~ry laoors by t.ha t cor:victior. ar.~ tr.at e1, t h .... eiaE1-,. A..,:3un:inc 

tr~~t the ::ro hets v erf: the first to e1 tme i~ tP. tr.e doctrine::. ,. i th 

v;l.ich t } cy c:- re Lerev i th ider.tifie,; , tl.e cor,clusio1. , startli:-:.e, c.s it 

: 2:,· be: , i :; i,.esc~ p:::..ble that e-.-er:,,· res~ecti ve narrative ,·.ac f inally 

co ._ r-Eer subeer:uer.t to ti.e n.~~e~ r c. .. ce o_ the teac:.ir.~ it c1:1tod-

i er- , ::: r.d t:1eref ore to t he res::;::ec ti VE !'rophet who repreccnt ed t hat 

teacl-.inc. Tr.is ir- the lo_:icu l ot1t co1 .. e of ~11 our ir.veztic:::.tion, 

t:.e ul tii a tC; t oal tov:ard v:r.. er. it , e.e inexorably 1.1oved. 

149 . KSE p . 102 

15 o. KE.::: p . 1 02 

1 51. BPI foreword p . / 22 
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There can be no !eaoor.abl e e~insayi nc of the deduction that 

o. story forJ.tlllate<. ur.dc.r t he influence of a s9ecific prophet , with 

the :,ur:90s e of g iving nev; exp:::-ess i on to his 1neeeae:;e , 1wus1. surel y 

h.:.ve attained its !)reser.t s tructure a.i'ter tl.at p r o:phet r~d voi c ed 

h i s truth. Every arewaent , ti1er.. , that has been hereir: adduced 

in sup~ort of the firs t :pr e!lli ses , vi z ., presence of _rophetic i n

fluence , :)Ur_pose ar.d i •• ethod of c01r1~ositi c.n, a l ... o contributes to 

the sup~ort of the last , vi 2 . , date . 

This final cor.clusion, inevi te.1le as it s ..... _ - lY t..ppears to be , 

has consistently been a voidec by scholars , :probably bccausep-t nec

es' i t ates a 1·estatei.ei-.t of the 5:e1,erally- a ,:_ccc:ptec:. tr1,;.i si4of J3ib

li c a l cri tici ... m. Thoueh 1:J.any o t uder,ts r..o..,;e ae.ree(, tl1at proyhetic 

infl~er.ces car: ce tr~cc~ in tLe P er.tat uc,~ . (Cf. I r.trod~cti n ) they 

have hesi tc:.tcd to use that f.:>ct to scc::.rch out t ·1e secret of dat~ . 

!'or ex.::n:ple , E ir- b:; 11t.r.~· :pl~ ~ed at ai:.uut t:,e r.iidC:.le of the c i ._ht t 

century , er. the: c:rour-d that t :ie author refers to the ::;ast o f I s -

✓ 
r ::.el / to t::e r.ortherr- shri:.e~ i' i tr ver.er&tioi. as t houc:h they still 

exist.cu , n i.C: en the t..r Ot.!Jcl ~hat r.o .1llt:.:::;ic1. . I . to the fal l 1 1.i:::.ae 
152 

Sa.J .. aria . Kuer.er. C tc.te::: sir.~:-- 1.!'.a L the relit:.ious er.d , .. oral 

ide.as o: E place it in t:-1e I iddle of ti.e _ ro~hecy of t he e icr.t:i 

century , a.r.cl th.:i.t the ter1,inus ad ~ueIJ i s surely 7 22 , for there 

i: 1.0 :.i, t o.: t:.c fall of S·.r.iaria, .:. r.c U.c old i.oly p : :::cec r-ere 
153 

!." ti 11 VC ] i . Thii: is :. t :r:_:ica_ illustratio .. c: t .. e :al-..:.c:,'. 

of 

Yucne!". :,ercei ves the Cl)er:..':.ior. of propht.ti c fcrcec , tu.t t. L cc!~

-plete sicr,ific· nee of the fact escaped hilu , F...rtiH:n .. ore , ... Le 

c.·i :ics referr ed to l. re i ort,et t:.at t:.e Pentateucha l authors 

·. c1·c net v:ri ti1. 13 hi~ tcry ; tl.ey r:ere not ser.si ti ve to p ol itical 

1 52 . PP.PI p . 285 

153 . HEH p . 221. 



56 

occurrences. As for t cei r reverence for Be t hel , etc ., tha1i s 

only s uperficia l , not basic to t he ir cons ci ousne s s . We 1.:us t bear 

in rnind, t oo , tha t t h e n.:rra tors empl ... :,·eC: f olk- t ale s \.hie}-~ clus ter

ecT &bout t he s e s:hrin es . Agc.i ri , gr a ntine, t ha t t :.eir a iti t ude tm,;-ard 

t he hol y p l a c es was or.e of l o ve , it could just as v.ell hav e been 

di rec ted to\ ard t h etu aft er t t.eir des truction . That f ac t 1..ay even 

~.av e hei ghtenec t he s e n tinent . 

Kitte l decla r er that t he t er mi nu c ad ~uem of Ei s Amos and 

P.osea because t he s e o ronhets refer t o scr:.e of tile eve ,ts r elate d 
154 - -

t:Lc.re i n . He quo te£ as an e:;..runpla t r,e ?'ier,ti on i r, Locea XII, of 

ihe narra tive of J acob ' s wreotli ng. True , Hooca r.as a cqua i n t e ~ 

r.i t h the l ecend of J acob ' s . strt.. .... g l e -:. i :..h t.he ar.[.el , but n o t i n 

the spir ituali zeo. f Clr r.? ir. ri,ic~ tha t •. a rrat.ive .:e caet i r, tb.e Pen-

tat euch ( Cf . C}i . VII , B ) (=ote a f ) . T~is i s truL of the o t her re

f er ences i n r o:9hetic literat u r e to ~ ent ateucl.&1 char a cters . In-

2.i an LI, 2 r efers t o Ab r ai1a1. ' s c &.11 ; t1 ,e or,l:,· cieduc t ior. v:e riay ex

t r act· froin it i ~ t ::1.:-t Deutero- I sc:.i ah :.ne,·. oi t:,e Abr al:.am l egend 
r ~:- .. , 

(1:o t e ac) . The fac t , ther e fo ~, tha t p rophetic le000ns could be 

r:1ade t.seful i n the quest fer tl:e d.:a.te c.f J and. E , r,as r.ot lost 

entirely upon ~tuden~s of the 2uLject , thoueh its pos s ibilities 

r e r e no t .;.l:tocether ur.dcrst ood . 
~-~ 

Sor.1et i 1r.es , 1.1oreover , the int err r e t a ti c.1. r l a ceC. ,..upon t h e allus-

ion t o a ,rat riarch i i: pro:9ilc t.i c l i terature was jus t t he r ev erse 
~ - .,J--', 

of vhat we t h i nk i t, should have been . For i nst ar.ce '-" i n c o1.u 1ent i ne, 

u T1or. tbe stn.t e1 1ent t h~t Abr aham i e a lat.e ciev el opnent of _atri a rch -
~ 1 55 until Ezek . XXXIII , 24 . 

cl 11..cer.ds , b ec ause t .is nru:ie does no t a!)pear ,I\ conclutle:s from . 

Gei,esis XII , 2 , tba t ever. i r, the p re- p r o!'he tic :period t he 1"?.aJAe of 

Abr aham was famous i n I s rael. He t h .... s "'ut t he cart; b «:afc,re t he 

ccrse , assuiu i 1.e at t he VEry 0t a::- t t ru'.l t Ger. . XII , 2 v:2.~ p rior tc 

t,f ! t _.515 IS«I. HEH /' · :l...:L-3 1e prop 1e s . 
155 . WP p . 317 156 . SG p . Z4~ 
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tht pr ophet s . 

I n spi t e of thi s conserva tive disposi ti on on the part of 

many author i tien , the facts ar.d t heir sienificance cannot be 

blinked at . The universal background of the fir£t eleven chap~ 

t~rs of Genecis i ::; so positive· ar-d so full~- der,icted tha t any 

earlier date than Deutero- Isa iah is e vadine tr.e .Jrobleiu. 1:ot un

til h is timt ";as such a t l:!oroue;h- going ur.i versalistic stanci- poir.t 

pvsEible . These stories ,:ere produc cc. in the r..ain bet\',een t.he 

firs t h:::. lf of t he seventh cer.tilry, r.hcr. .Judah bec ame tribut a r y to 

Assyria, and dominated by As~yrian thcu~ht, ar.d t te Ba~Jlonian ex

ile, tv·o centuries later , v,hen tr:l.r:splantec. to a str ange land, 
1 57 

I srael continued to live a unicue r eligious li fe . Only under 

such conditions coul d. I srael ' s s 1;iri tuc.l leaders t. vol ve suer. a 

un iversalistic conccp tior. of God .... r.c. .. anz.ind ar.d I srael ' s role . 

The marked it.dicctior. of Babylonian influence i n the kyths of 

these cha!)ter"' 1,,ay or 1.1ay net have any beari :.ef>r. ihe problem. The 

prophets of t he exi l e unc:.ue._ t ior.t-bl , it is said , exerted a nreat 

influe.cc or: t.i1c !Jroduction c,f ti.e._e narr.::.tivc. ~s theJ are in the 

Pe~t~teuch , cladly a waittinf ~hatevtr Ler.dec. to r r oLote the de ep-
158 

cr.ir.L of t heir ideas . Tbe referer:ces ir. t .c ir ,:ri ti -L~ t o ti.e 

l eccnds are relatively r.wnero~s (e . c . I s . XLIV. 9 to LOc.h ard t h e 

flood; I s. XLV. 7 , X L'T, l e , XLI I , 5 , XI., 26 to c.ceation and Genesis 

cosI.ioc ony; Is . XLII, 2'l to Eden st.cry ; E=ekiel XXXI to .. Garden of 

God " ) . ';he f lood lce;eod , :'or CJ:·1:!Jle , of t.r.e Eible offerz :::-o::nrk-
159 

o.ble rese1nblar.ce to the Babylonin.r. account . Goldziner 

15?. L:G p . 18 

, r. ~ _o._ . f"•• ..: .,; ____ 
!} • 38'7 

159 . G::J! p . 382 



asserts that the Jev,s did not a dop t and ,•,rit e do, ,n -..he narr a tive 

of tie f l oo d t ill s ome tirne duri ng or a f ter the .Babyl onian exile. 

Yet h i story tells us that Eabyl onian ir,fluen,ce b egan to 1.iake it

self fel t i n I srael during t he r ei en of l'..a na.sseh, v:ilo was captur

e ~ by t he kine of Eabylon and re~a tria ted . J eremiah condemns the 

v:orship of I shtar i n h is preachins. V:i t h or i,i t r.out the su pr,ort 

of Babylonian i nfluence , the full- c".rov:n uni v·ersal ism of the f irst 

e l ev en chapters and t heir conr.ec t i on -r:i t r. De1u t ero- l s i ah and his 

followers is su...ficicnt [ r ou.,c. for clail.iine that their fi1.al re

dac tion i s at l ea s t exilic. 

The i nt i mat e r e l a t ionship between the illbr aha:m cycl e of t hought 
~ 

begi n r.i ne vi t h XII, 2 v.:i..U-'!. the mi e :::ior. i dea o f Deutcr o- l e~iah, 

l e a ves no ground ford nyi ng t hat it t oo is very l ~ t e . God ' s 

char Ge i s d _livered to Abrahaiu as thei\1 ~• 1~)~ of Deu t tro-Isai ab. 

(1:ot e ah) The 7.S,2>i s a new int!:: l"l)r etat.i on of t:!:le e✓.ile ; it wr..s 

addressed, net to a pe .1 soi.a l Ab r aha?!: of le:ceud , but to a microcosm 

of I sra el. I r: f a ct , t.he ·; l,ol c i:.oc.,k of Genesj_ s lil~., ilave been f inall y 

redacte C: i r:. t i:.e spirit of Dtl.. t e ro- I :::ai .:.h, for Y.e :Lave r.otcci. that 

t i:e . issior. c or.ce:t i ~ i !".e t r rea.d t..:pura · .. h ici:. its c:,,·c l cs cf r.arr a t 

i :vc, ; r e hur.e , fr o1 .. fi rr- t t t- 1:- :: t , t h~ t it, r uns thron.::r tr.e 

s w-.j} .. or. i n[. a.r.d t c:::ti r.e. of ALr 2.ha.i.1 , a ft e. thf:..rer.a ha.n °b <;en s; repar

EG. i n t b .. f i r!:' t ; l even cl•":'tc! s ; de:~c er.d s :.i);or. I saac ; i t t he tu-

t?:e er.cl o. the c ook . The ·.- ri tir.,: cf J and )Ii: cii ci 1.ot s t p ·, i th t he 

SU! c ri1..:pos i t i or. of D, out co1.tir~uec . The =. e ver; l a test · . i tcrs 

save i t its ~rc~cnt fan~ c~d rorkcd into it t heir univcrs~li2ti c 

The r.arra ti ve o: Abra.hc.L ' e ir.'!.crcc~ ::i o1r. ( J ) is at t he ear

li es t a p roduct c:'.' th9c:>:ili c _ .:.1•io d . Abr~} ,a1 .. ' s solicitude nr.d 

~. 1.:pc..tl-:y f or non- I sr:·cl itic :!!eor, .::.c~ , r.d •. i :: b rct..d c onc e t iorj of 



God as ".Tudce of a l l t r.e earth" , in a swJ)liJ..e , disinte1·estec. 

s ense , reflects t . c t h ouc):t of later prophete , cuch as Deutero -
1 60 

I sai ah, Ruth, a~d J onar. , r ather than t ~oee bcfc,re t he ex ile . 

(l;ote a i ) And the cloee ::..llh .ncc i n the pro1.1ulgaticr. of the e- :;_v 

i ng remnant idea Y. i th Ezekiel ( Cf. Cb . III' C) bu t tres:::iea this con-

tention . 

To learn the de.te of the Akec.:·J: story it is es:::;er.tial ti1"'"t ·::e 

~.-ecol l cct v:r...i t a beautiful ar.d s tirrine ::ym:...olizat i or. of fc:.i t}: it 

i::; (Cf . Ch. IV,A), ar.d hm:. :per!'ec tl,:.,· i t e:;o ree::;ee the. ide_l of 

I saiah . Thifl holds true e l ::o of tl.1.. r.L:-::..ti ves 01 the Er azen Ser

!,)ent , ~1,d I.:o::;e::: and t:.e ~ock ( i n i:1...1~bers ) (1:ote aj) . The fir.al re

vision of thef.e ::torie _ certa i r.ly took :pl::ce a!'ter I cc.iw_. 

Trae compiler:;.. of t:.e J accL s tcry Juust }:ave been fcllowe:rs 

the prophetic er c,up that ,orke1i. tL~ s~irit o Ecsea, (Cf. Ch.I,E) 

anc. 1.1ut. t rcve li ,rec soruew ... ..at later i-!'.c...J. Hoeea ( _probatl y ir. J udah, 
1 61 

zince the r.or t.hcr n k i r.c,doiu r:aE overthroi·,n in 722 ) ( l:ote aJc ) 

Tl,e date c,i ti'.c J c::,c:ph r.arre.-:.i ve , \':!.er; :..o .... J .t or-ly throu._h its 

liai ::;on ·, ith J:rophetic tercni..c. , io elusive , e ir.ce ~he i dea of 

Providu:.ce \' as cencral · r.d b&:c:ic to !)rO_I.hecy . But it :::. p~rfection 

c.s a L~:..tc.r piece eif ~s:;cilol1..!!icc:l ins i .. ): .. i..clir.ee or.e to :.:.e be

lief tr.at it i :::: ~ late ::,rocuct . Furt.l.err.10.·c , tLe; tr· cc:: c,f univer

sali£1:.: i n .i t may be icrma 1:e . :ii'or ex 1.9le , God ~.-er,d.s drewns to 

~l s o . Ee ~reserv es an .:i.., o,>1 , viz . , Ee:ypt , So the narrative i s 

surely r:ot e rlier than Amos ar,d. :pro1ably belongs to the seventh 
1 €2 

cer.tary . 

1 60 . :;:sF 

1€1. : :G p . 216 

1 s2 . 1:c: 



Caleb , as we have sho,m , represents a transition pe1·iod b e

tr.cen the thought of I saiah· .inc ~hat of Ezeki e l . ( Cf. Ch. II ,C ) 

Vle nay pl a c e i t then at a date r.ear t te begi nr.ir.g of t he exile, 

v:hen t he port ent of t he coining destruction dre.: t o t he attention 

of the prophetic part y the ~ue c tior: of responsi bility. (:.ate at ) 
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1:0TES 

a. Ther e is a wide divergence of opini on about t ie relative su

scepti b i lity to prophetic forces of J and E. Further mention 

of this di spute i s •irrelevant . 

b . An interestine i llustrati on of t his hesitancy ia a fforded by 

Skinner (SG, introduction , p.52 ). After admi t t i ng tha t the sec

cndar¥ strata of E and the redactior.al additions to .TE come 

within the sweep of the l ater prophetic mcvement, he drops 

that new channel of i nquiry a ltoe;ether , and neglects to pur

sue it fur t her. 

c . Gunkel i s so strongl y affected by these indica t i ons of fun

making t ha t he c;oes to the extrer..e of terming the sale of the 

birthrieht a cheap 1.:yt h , a nd c:::i t i cizes exee e tes f-cr no t hav

ir:e a sense of hwnor. ( r .. e ori ei n of t he stories i s admittedly 

folk- lore , but t hey ,·.er e l a t er re- vai!lped to accor d with a high

er :r:-urpcse t har. t hat of amusement . ) 

d . The hi s t orical import of the Ja cob narrative , t houeh not the 

object of our nea rch, should be aclcr,1.,t'ledged . The agreement 

between Laba n a nd J acob i s an allusion to the covenant bet we en 

Syria and I srael cir~¥m up curi ne t he reio: of Ahab . The s t r ug

c l e betv,een Esau a nd Jeco'b rFrr ef'ent s the contest waged b e

t wetn Edom and I er a el. In t h e compil er ' s days the fo rt.er ~as 

e ti l l the a rch- enemy of Juda h . Thi ~ rel a t i onship added to the 

subjective na t ure of tj1e tale ; t he writer , inevitabl y some

,,-ha t chauvir:i s t i c , i s cr c.tifi eci ~ t Ja cob ' s triw.,ph over Esau 

a:r:ci Labar. , ar.d cxul t ed a l. it i n h is nb ili ty to outv;i t them. 
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e. J acob did not clai m the birtbricht of pr operty aft erv-ards (DG 

V. 2 . p. 1 9S ) 

f . The concept of tl1e r~._i ssi vn of I srael ui ll be di scussed i n a 

later chapter . 

e. Vividly desc r i bed i n Gen . XXXI, 38- 40 . SG p . 398 declares this 

passa ge t o be a fine pic t ure of t he idea l shepherd. 

h . A textuQ.l analy:::i s , ,ill bring thin out i •• ore clearly. It will 

be made in conr.e c t ion with the cha~t er on method of composi tion . 

i . Gen . XXXIII. 14- 17 is a blemish on the artistr y of the story. 
i,L,.,,/ 

There J acob , after prowising to fol~ow Eseu to Sin, breaks his 

word. A compl ete confidence and r econciliati on i s mor e l cgical. 

Perhaps tl~e co1...piler v:as pr evented by his torica l consi dera tions 

from l endi r.c the s tory its f i nal t oucr. of perfecti on. Judah 

and Edo1,i , it is r emt.1.bered , di d no t dwell t oe;ether in brotherly 

rel a ti cr:s . 

j . Skinner . characteristica l ly, fails to foll crn uy t he hi nt he 

himsel i has thrown out c onc err.ing the prob~ble date of this 

passaee. The l oeica l i m~lica tions of hi s (for him ) t old state

went ar e not a t all di s c err.ec by hi m. 

k . I n a l a t er cha:,ter , it \-:ill be shown that the passace i s an 

i nserti on . 

1. WP , . 90 s t a t e:~ that the :,r actice of child- sacr ifice VJas not 

introduced until the Pabyloniar. exile , under As::.yriur. infl uence. 

HEH, p . 249 on t !'le other har.cl , declares that it was an I srael-

i i:.i Ah custom alr eady ,.hen the AkeC:ah ,·.as vrri tten , .:for Gen. XXII 

I 
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i s directed aeai ns t it . I f Wellhausen is rieht, the Akedah is 

not a n a ttack on child sacr i f ice or it was no t compos ed until 

t he exile . I f F.olzinger is cor r ect, t he reasonabl e deduc t i on , 

y;hich he does not make, i s t hat , s i nce t he Israelites undoubt-· 

eol y borrowec t he prac t ice from the Ass~Tians , the Akedah stor y 

must have f olloued t he ri se of Assyr ian i nfluence ir. the north

ern k i n&dom. 

rt . The phraseolo,_y haa wuch ir. corm::on with late prophe~ic wri tcrs. 

I n the cha:9 t er on !.1etbod and Jlurpose of co1,9osi tion , the later 

origi n of these verses ~i ll be shown . 

~- Br, p . 525 defi n es the pur pose of Caleb ' s speech ( rum . XIV, 7- 9 ) 

as brinGi ng t o the mi nds of the ~ecple the conviction that t he 
,, 

root of evi l lie: in l ack of faith. Bantsch a l so decla res that 

the chief sin in the JS account is r.o t ~he upr i ci ng itsel :f, 

but the indifferent faithleser:ess . 

I 

o . BEU: , p . G7 finds i n these ~c counts a reflection of the a tti t ude 

of later c.c:ee towa rd the desert journeyinc;s . The 1.1oral t hey 

t auLht was that just ap Gcir. hel ::;iec. I srael then , so He c ar- now. 

Therefore , l ack o: faith is a sin . (The dearth of time and spac e 

forbids our enteri ng u_por, triese desert stories separately ; this 

. f . l :::ur-, csticn fron ~c:..-~nt:.,cr, i::, ver,J illuminatirg ~n-1 ~ully c..ccords ...... - . , ..... . 

,··i th the a i m of thio 90..:per) 

p . G?.:Z p . 151 bcli c:vc :1 tha ~ tbi:: narra ti .. ;-e ,:as useC to eA~lain 

the de th of . :ose:-: and ,4ar on before t he entranc e into Palestine. 

'.L'hi:: };~":)othesi s a :::en.rs to u::: unlikel::; . Tl:e ::_)riestl y narrator, 

who exalts Aaron con· i st.er:tly , v:ot;.l d not ascribe his exclusi on 

fro111 the l a11ci t o n.1, o:·rensE: ~l> ... iu .. t Goe . 
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q. It was brought to t he Temple by David and r.o t abolishec. until 

the reign of Hezekiah. 

, r . Renan compares it, as literatur e , t o the Odyssey. 

s . I n Ger. . ·XXXIX, J oseph displays a s trength of 9 iety and a moral 

great Less ~h ich range hi m ~ith the patriarchs , and mci-~C us 

understs nd ho-., t he v:elfare of his house deper.ds on h im . (DG V. 2 

p . 350) 

t . Yet Hosea wistfully r ef ers to the des ert ~eriou of Israel ' s his 

tory as the ~olden age of its l ife , when divi ne :provide nce 

gui ded it in the Y. ildernes,. as a f ather leads his children . 

u . The tv·o c oncepts are closely com.ecteci . The idea of ur:i versal

ism vill be ta!:en up in the r.ext chapter . 

v. Gunkel ten1s thi s s c ene "a master!)iece oi 

w. In like manr.er , r..e disc:::.rds a ll Tera.h ' s ar.d Abr ahaYJ ' s descend-

::.ntc , ;ho co .. o t l e&d do;•;n to I s.:.ac ' s fs.nily , es_,ecial ly I sh-

1;:ael (XXV, 12- l c ) ~r.d 1.ot till teen do Ls the hist.or:, of I saac 

and h is s ons a!1:r,0ar(XXXV, 19 ) . Furthcr1.t.ore , E::au. (XXXVI) is 

separated off s o t hat a t last I s r ael is l eft alor.e , ..,he s ingle 

c r eat subject of the r.arr ative . 

x . 7he geneal [Y in Ch . XI b~lcr.Es to the P code (CECH p . 50S ) a nd 

is , therefcre , a later ir.sertior:. I t ie , hc, :ever , but ~ co1, t i n

uatior. of thc.t in Ch . X, about \·~:ich s cl·.olar s sea: t o tc hope

l cr·::::ly d i vidcC: . At :..c::1st :-~rt of the l atter i s J; Dillr.:o.nn, 
2 

- uC.:C: c , c.nd Corr~ill o.::;cri be inucr_ oi i t. to J , ru~d beth Y.'1.-llbz.u:3en 

: 1~c. Kuer.e:r: -crcc thc t a gocd :_;crtion c:: the l a, t er verses 
2 

(c-li1~c r it:· Sr.c1 r're J . ~liEZ, "Queller:sechei dur., vo:. Genesi2 
bi:: J oehua", c!):-endix) . I n an:,· ca:::c , the s econda ry J strat wn 



did cont a i n a chronology, v;hi ch P, charact eristica l ly, per

f ec ted. The pedigr ee of the eeneal oe ies does not mat eriall y 

affec t t he r el a tionship of the Babel s ~ory a nd t h e call of 

Abra.ham ( Ch . XII), for a l l ~chol ar.ffs attribute both t o :r. 

y . GG, i ntrod. p . 26 decl ares that the use of t ~"!)es is a siE:,rff 

poverty of eX!)r esci on. But the writers lme·.- j:o\· to , .·..ke n. 

virtue of necessitJ. 

z . I f \-;e i ntcr9ret 11bles::. i n.::., " i r: c..ny ot er :rni.::e , the pro1Jise ls 

i dle . The fact is t h::.t Abr a .01r. did net ur i n~ l •• a t eri.",.l bless-

i ng to tho:::c i' i tl. ·.-Lor.: he ca.1 .. e ir.to cor. ::.act . To Er::r.?t ar:d 

t>e Philistine~ he brou_:r.t a plac,uc , on(· t o Sodo1~ rui r. . 

a~ . Gc, p . 150 contend:: that XII, l - 4a is a d~scJiption of Abr an-

a.m ' s :'~itr.. . Gdl deman / ihe t: .. or..t oi !.i1, , that h: lee::: e }01 .• c , 

f ~:.ily, etc . ; He orders hi1J to j ourne~· to nr: unna .ec. l ,.nd, and 

ci ves no reaoon ~o!' t.:- e corn . .;.t;c' . Gunkel furthcr1,ore stat ... o 

the. t Abrahru, bcC[J ,e .;. V hole eo:::le uccau::.ic :' .... i th ::e 

deJ .. or.str.:to<' :1erc . (rr, the firot :_Jlacc, the rec... .. 01. is ._i ven , 

viz., t:.~t A♦..,r::u.aw. i ._ht beco:.e °' 1.>!c::. in!! ; secor.<lJ.y , c.n even 

create:r trinl of f,ith is co11fror.tcd l~tt:r ( Ger, . XXII) ) 

ab . This pri11cipl e ,;,ar.. craracteris tic of a1J.cicnt , ri tin~s . The idea 

of ;c::-:::01."1.l .uthor hip was ur.:. ov1: to thoee -n-i tcrs . :'hey ·, rote 

nor.Y) ous l y , and a. cribeo thei:- ser:tiM::ntt to r..ero~s of rr,tiq

ui t:; . Ex.c>J ._:-l~n a re the Psc:.line , attril.,u1te<.. to Duvid; Soq:. of 

So!.!:;C , t Solcr.10t. ; the F ceu.de: ie:r::-:91.ci., and for '!.hr,t 11a.t'!.er 

tnc cr.tir(; Per.tatci.;.ch, , .. ic.t: u::;:: ur: til r ec er.~ tiLee . an believed 

to be of I.:or.·1ic cri_in. The :prev ... l ence o: t:.is prac tice b rines 

i .. to bold relief the stre1.eti1 cf ~ crsoriali ty of t:1.e pror:he to . 
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Wi th the exception of the ttr..knov;n pro~net of the exi le (Deut- ( ~ 

ero-Ioa iah)thcir nmnes r-2.ve come do-.-.11 to us . Personality 

a1:d teachi ::.g , ere fused ; bot h have live,.:. . These men must 

have had a treiaendous influence or- tl1eir contemporari es . 

a c . At til..es t he ,-.r i ters show a r everence for t hese foll,- t a les , and 

attempt to pr eserve t hem as far as ~os s i b l e . They often kept 

much t hat t hey only half unde r stood and vaviely cuspected. 

Some that were of fer-s i ve ,1ere combir:ec v.i th at.hers , as var

iants . This r ev erence is reflected par t i c ul arly i n Genesi s . 

( GG, introd. p . 59 ) 

ad. The Mid.re.sh i s ::.. r e coe.nizec' f or-.m of l ~t.cr .Jewish literature 

which arose frorn this tendenc..-· of the religious 1,dnd to 1.1od

ify h istorica l materi a l for t he ~urpose of present e cificat

i on . For exrunple , the pseude!)igraphice.l books , and .Jubilees 

..-,ere 2. .:. ~oduct of t.he taste of tr:e tiihes l fir:: t century E . C. E. ) 

i mposed u:::ion -:..he c a nor:.ic .:..l Gcne ::: i s . llodern ser1 ... ons often re

sort to ~uch ~ ethods .(SOTH p . 6) 

ae . CECE . 510 terms the pasnaee a supplei::ent b:; the sane s c h ool 

of ·;7 i ters . 

af. 7he ,assace i n Genesis XXXII describing the str~~~le is chief 

ly J . (CPc:· r . !312 ) Eut. tI'-Bt ctoe c not affect the arzumcnt. 

o.c . T:.ere 1aay be sornet.r:int very 11:\,acJ.ncful it. the c i rcwnot 1.ce 

t.hr t hoti1 no~ea &rel DEutero- I saiah refer to thoz~ cid-.. r:ts 

th:::. t ( a:: hi..s b e:.er. :provec )du.:onstrate their chief doctrines. 

'1 •. e inference seems loGica l that those t e les were t-he most 

po:"ular i r. the time cf the re spec ti ve rrophets , ar.d that 

utili:-:-.ti.cn ar.d ..::.:ia::-taticn 'rl~• t~e ::-;ro:-het or hi: follo·7ers 

ould be most li~ely to occur . I n other ~ords , Hosea ' s 

• 
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discipl e a v:c.uld sel ect t hat of .racob , and Deutero- I sai ah ' s 

that of Abr a ham. Anyhow, the coincidenc e i s suggestive . 

-a.h . The furth er fact may be wenti oned t hat Abraham doe ~ not ap-

9ear i n 9ro!'h e tic li t era t u r e until t.he e;..ilc. 

a i. Gunkel ( GG p . 184 ) poi nts out that vv. 19 a l so is decidedly 

universali s tic . I t i s a n i mprovement on the old tradition 

t hat I srael i s e i ven t he di vine bless ing v. i t h out condi ti ons, 

ar.d s t a t es that I sra e l is not su~e of thio blesn i ng until it 

"kee:9s t he ·way of the Lord" . 

a j . Dillma nn (DG V. 2 p . 1 46 ) remarks that the promi se of God i n 

vv. 1 5- 18 of Gen. XXI I c-.re confir1ned by an oat h of God h i r .. sel f , 

ancl that t h is oa t h occurs a~ain i n the Pcntateucl! only i n 
2 

Ex . XXXII , l? (J )and _'w,. XI V, 28 , v:hicJ,P:.s p d eclares to be 

l a t e . The s t rliotic c onnecti or: 1.1ay ::u._:Leat l atef dac t ion of 

Gen . XXII. 

ak. The artistic unity of t he story m~· ~i ~ni fy a late devel op

ment i r. style , and , t herefore , a late <..a te of fi r.al co1nposit

ion . 

e l . The 01:'licoi or. of J er ei .. iah fro1a t he pro.:-hets i r:fluencing the 

f.cnta teuch may s eem s t range. J er emiah, truly v;as the one of 

a l l the ::rophets r.1ost s ,:a:,·ed b/ God ' s r evela tion , c.nd 1 •. cs t 

possesoeL by t he consci ous~esR of hiE divine cul l . Ee re

pref"entA 11 the ~CJ" E' of r~li :_ ious faith " (BPI :9 .19 ) . Ee i s 

r- cvblil'le fi cure no t so i.mch f or t he :particul a r i n terpret 

~ticr. of l i f e , ar:d the w-:ive rsc to v;hich he v,as l e e , but for 

t he inner f ire v,hic!'l burned i n hiL a nd t he a ctive l i fe of 

cerv i ce t.c ,·.hich he r::.=.s driven . 1-.e is the 9 oir.t of hiebest 

deve l 1;.pment of :,ro~i,ecy as s::iri t ual i ty. I n his i n tellectual 
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concepts , he i s usually a transition sta£e . Fer these reasons 

it was impossible to di scover a clear conr,ection between any 

great idea of Jerei.1iah and the Pentateuch. 

168165 
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