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THE PIONEER 

By Jessie E. Sampter 

I took the mattock from his hand 
To break the strong resistant earth; 
Be came a stranger to the land 
That gave his people birth; 
He burned with youth; bis eyes were bright 
As with a dedicated light. 

December, but the sky was we.rm, 
Not like bis wint er of the north, 
And teased by sun and rain and storm 
The buds were bursting forth. 
He shouted: "comrade, over there, 
Dontt break the ground without a prayer!" 
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PREFACE 

To tell the s t ory of a movement which i s s till in progress 

i s not an easy task. The perspective born of time is lacking; 

and descriy. tion and appraisal become diff icult indeed . The dis­

tribution of emph~s, the s~ling out of one fact or another 

f or special attention or considerotion, i s largely subjective. 

I ther efore approached this task with the knowledge that this 

examination i nto the history and nature of the J ewi sh La bor 

Movement in Pales t ine would, of nec ess ity, contain many short­

comings . 

The literature on the Jewish Labor Movement i n P&lestine 

i s copious, but scattered. Much of it is dif f icult to obtain. 

The m~terials here used were secured from various l ibrar ies, 

organizations, and individual s. Most of these materials were 

obtained from t he New York Public Libr&r y , t he library of the 

Jewish Theologico.l Seminary , and the Hebrew Union Coll ege Li­

brary . Organizotions which supplied me with materials a r e: the 

Poale Zi on- Zeir e Zi on Or ganization of America, the Hechalutz 

Or ganization of America, the Young Peale Zi on, Hashomer liatzoir, 

and the League for Labor Palestine . 

Additional materiN were s ecured from Rabbi Samuel \'Jehl, 

and from Mr . Jos eph Gebban. For these materials, and for their 

helpful suggestions, I am indeed gr~teful. 

Alexander P. Feinsi~ver, 
Cincinnati, Ohi o , 

February 15, 1937. 
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IDEOLOGY OF LABOR 
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CHAPTER I. 

IDEOLOGY OF LABO!i ZIONI SM 

Ideas , too , have their history . To call a movement new i s not 

to deny that the basic concepti ons responsible for that movement 

antedate the movement itself by a good !',any years:. And so with the 

labor ~ovement in Palestine. Al though th~ organi2:ed movement. can 

hardly be said to begin before the imrd.grat ion of' 1905 into Pales­

tine , the first mass imm.igratio!l, we find, neverthel ess , that the 

origins of the labor-zionist i deology dates back consideaably before 

that time. Indeed, as early as 1854 , long before official Zionism 

began, Samuel David Luzzatto wrote th<1t 11 Palestine must be peor,1 ed 

by Jews , and tilled by t hem, in order that it ~ay fl ouri~h econom­

ically and agriculturally, and take on beauty and glory . •,1 The ex­

pression , !'and tilled by them" , is nc,t insignificant , for this em­

phasis on Jewish self-labor on the soil of Palestin"' has always 

been the ori mary emphasis of t he labc r movement i.n Pale~tine . 

This ernohasis on labor on the soil l of Pale! tine as t~e basis 

of a revived nat :.onc,l existence fo r the J pw i s f ound systerr.atically 

9r P.sented for thP flrst time in the pre-7ionist ;irri ti-:i.gs of Moses 

R"?ss, (1~12-75), in his classic 11i;cme and J eru~alem" , pub1 ished in 

19h~ . Ees s was the ~lrst to t&ke into consiri.Fratlon t he PConomic 
/\ 
as well aP the his t oric f&ct or s in the ~r o jected colonization of 

Palestim• , and developed ha c onceµtion v:· t i1e J 0 1rish state accord ­

i ngly . He~ s considered the various n&tionalities t o bP the i n!" tru­

inents f o r t.ne ochievPrr.P:-tt of a f-:-ee, united human race . In J P.···r-: , 

ne s av· "'; h"- -:-.o tive fo-r-ce in "LhP movement toward .sucri unit~ ... f.)r +:;his 

reas o~1, hP felt, the Jewish , eo ple had to be ;; r e!:erved as a na.:icr.­

ality .. nd secured by a na t i o:1al home , socialistie in character, in 

Pa lesti:1e. Hi s 11 ?-:o:r.e and .ferusalem11 , as a conseque!lce , treats of the 

J ewish national problem f o<1tll the standpoint of r ndical philosophy 
.-:"'\ 

e1nrt revoluti~on? 



2. 

I n 18 47 t.:a.rx a."'l•i 7;:1.:;&ls ~al already published t he "CO!:li'IUllist 

: ·a!~i.foRto"; ~~ t :1e three years between 1861-18e-4 l as s2.lle h e.d done 

ri1uch to underp11Tle tre trec1itio,,,...J ;:;:-.,!'Op~9!l concepts of -;)0'1_., t.,'!s and 

economics. I t is not surpris il,e tller"'d'o:.•e , that some of the first 

members of the Choveve1 Zion movement, men llle Rabbi Zvi Hirsch 

Kalischer, Zeev Jabetz. Mordecai Eliasber~, I. L. Pinsker and others, 

saw in agriculture, 1n manual labor, and 1n the introduction of che.n­

,::!;es 1n the economic structure of the Jew an important f'actar 1n the 

national renaissance. At the first conrerence of the Choveve1 Zion, 

held at Kattowitz 1.~ 1885, Pinsker said in his opening address that, 

"the terrible position of the Jewish nation ,,ould not be improved 

u.~less ~e emi ~rated , altered our ways of life, and engaged 1n pro­

ductive work •••• Let us abe..~don the scale a..~d the measu~e , !ind let 

us take to the plou~b and sickle."3 The men of the Chovevei Zion 

~ovement , the firs t organi~ed effort at Jewish colonizat ion or Pal­

estine, thaup;h tar 1'rom being econ0?:1.ie radicals, already displayed 

t he influence or the new social and econo:nic thinking. 1n their vis­

ions ot a revived Jewish national life 1..~ Pa lestine . 

\Vb.at were the factor s tl,at made for the p;rowth or t he idea of 

Jewish labor as t he basis of the Jewish national rebirth 1n Pales­

tine? These were the same factors which produced the zeners.l zionist 

movement,4 namely, a}. t he changes 1n Je\'1ish life due to capitalist 

industrializ~tion, wh ich undermined the position of the Jews as small 

traders and artisans in Eastern Europe. b). t~e growth of a new k1nd 

of anti-se~itism, ained directly at the econori.ie condition of t h e 

Jew ( in co~erce, t he tfades, and the professions), a.~d c}. ideo­

lo~ica l f actors, ~hich included t he influence o~ ~blstoy and the 

Naro1nik151n Russia, who glorified t h e Russ i a.~ pea sa.~t a..~d co!l!mlnal 

land ownership in the Russia..~ villa~e . These f actors imposed upon 

Jewry a consciousness of itself and its anomalaus condition 1n the 



nations which it inhabited. 

In Russia , the growth of the revolutionary sentiment in 

the s~venties attr acted a l &rge portion of J ewi sh youth, many 

of whom felt that t he achieve!,ent of Russ i an democracy would 

solve the problem of the Jew in R~ss ia. I n Vilna there was a 

JevAfh revolutionary group in the seventies whi ch sought to 

coup!e socialism \Yi th Judaism. i~'hen thi s group was tracked 

down tl-' the oolice , one of its members, rl . Lieberman, f l ed to 

London, where he founded the League of Jewish Socialists . Tar­

takower remarks of this period th&t it wc..s a "story of the mar­

tyrdcbm of hundreds and thousands of workers ani le~ders of wor­

kers who invited hatred against the government a:1d ,;;ave to tne 

entire movement a radical direction . #~ •.• Fr om among the read­

ers of Lieberman ' s Ha-Emes and "sefas Chachomim came some of 

the future lP.aders of the Jewish socialist movement. 116 

In the 90 1 s , the Jewi sh sociali~tic societies were drwwn 

i nto the Russian revolutionary movement. In 1~97, Alse soci­

eties were consolidated in the '' League of the Jewi sh 'i':orkin,g­

men of Li thuania, Poland, and 3ussia11 , known widely as the 

"Bund" . Its first (and secret) convention was held in Viibna 

in Se ptember , 1897, just one month a:·ter the first Zi onist 

Congre s s was held at· Bas le. 7 The organization had its incep­

tion in 1~92- 93, when Jewish labor or ganized in Vilna f or a 

ten-hour working day . The organization spread for the nextew 

years to V.insk and Smorgony, Brest and Bialistok. Its founders 
'7£,,,4.,"'-

were: A. Kremer, Ko poelsohn,AEisena tad"'tr- Judia, In 1895 , Mar tow 



first expressed t ne need for a separate Jewish soc1al-dcmocra.tic 

organization, the body being otherwise just a part or the Russ-

isn democratic movement.a Party centers were organi zed, and a party 

organ. L"l Yiddish ( Die Arbeter Sht imme) was founded. Th e problem of 

Jewish nationalism. heretofore ignored, was taken for t he first time 

into consideration when the Bund attempted to formulate its progr am. 

~tits third convention (Kovno, 1899), it was decided that the class 

interests of the group should supercede its national aspirations. At 

t he fourth convention (1901) it was agreed t hat "the concept of nat6 

ional1ty is also applicable to the J ewish people," but that "it is 

premature, under the present circumstances, to put f orward the de­

n and for a national autonomy for t he Je~s ." In 1905, however, a 

resolution was adopted demandinp; "national-eultura.l autonomy" for 

t he Jews.9 Only so fe.r ~ould the Bund go in behalf of Jewish nat­

ionalism, however, a.."!d in 1905, et its sixth convention, held 1n 

Zurich, it opposed by a resolution the a L~s of the new Poale Zion 

organization, taking a definite stand against zionist aspirations,lO 

and ann ouncin~ to t he ~orld t hat t heir class interests were fore­

most 1n their program. 

The Bund. t hen , was a Jewish socialist P,roup, but Je~ish only 

L~ so far as it consisted of a Jewish membersh ip. A new tendency 

4. 

~as seen , ho":'1ever, \7ith the origin of t!le Poale Zion Rroup ( 1901). 

This eroup e£fected a synthesis between Jewish socialism and zi0?1-

!sm. The group, in contrast to the Bund . set for itself a t~o-~old 

ai m: e.) the overthrow of' t h e capitalist order and class rule through 

t he economic and political cla ss struggle of t he proletariat, and 

t he socia lization of t he me ans of production , end b) the territor­

ial solution of the Jewish question t hrough the establishreent of 

e. Jewish commomve alth 1n Palestine . nll 



5. 

The Poale Zion based their socialism and zionism on what they 

f~ to be the actual needs or the Jewish people. They felt that 

Jllai'.a:xthe economic and national difficulties of the Jewish people 

were closely interrelated, that Jewish economic conditions were 

determined by Jewish national abnormality (as a people without a 

land), and that the solution of the Jewish problem depended on def­

inite economic factors. They therefore saw no claim to priority on. 

the part of either socialism aK (as espoUJted by the Bundists) or 

z1on1sm (whose program bad already been laid down at t he first Zion­

ist Cona:ress 1n 1897). To i gnore the national woes of the Jewish 

people while tryinR to solve their economic problems would, they 

felt. be folly. Similarly, to attempt to create a Jewish state 

in Pa1est1ne while i gnoring the economic needs of the Jewish !I!8.sses 

would be equall y foolhardy. Hence they insisted that they were not 

zionists and socialists, but
11
zionist-socialists."12 

The achievement of this synthesis between socia lism a..~d zion­

ism was based on t he following line of reasoning : 1. Landlessness 

is t he source of Jewi sh suffering. The J ew in t h e capitalist world 

is a total stranger, and is subject to humiliating treatment as a 

consequence. Throughout the capitalist world . Je\'lry is harassed by 

economic boycott. by ant i-semitic persecution, and by social iso­

lat ion . His landlessness is the source of all his sufferings--poli­

tical deprivation, economic we akness. and cultural and national in­

stability . 2. Pereecut ion of t he Jew is one phase of the capit ali st 

system. The oppression of people s a..nd races 1n general, and t he r uth­

less nersecut ion of Jewry 1n particular, is closel~ interwo~en with 

t he present capitalis tic system of exploitation and suppression. Na­

tional suppression gives rise to chauvinism, obscures class di!'fer­

ences , and paralyzes the po~er of resistance of the masses of WDDkers. 
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3 . Socialist-zionism is the only solution. The realization of soc­

ialism will solve t he economic and social problem of every nation 

that is normal, i.e., that has a t erritory or its own, a proletar­

iat, and a peasantry constitutjn~ the majority or the nation. But 

the Jews cannot take an adequate part in the struggle for social­

ism, the Jewish proletariat being very small. Again, even if soci­

alism should be achieved throughout the world, t he Jews would still 

need a home. to provide for t heir particular needs as a people,13 

This. in brief outline , was t heir line of reasoning. From it 

t hey derived t heir program. To solve the national needs or Jewry, 

a land was necessary; to solve the social and economic ne eds of 

Jewry (and all peoples), socialism was ne cessary. Hence. social­

ist-zionism represented the full answer to the Jewish question. 

N ACHJ.!.A.N SYRKIN 

The earliest i deologist of socialist- zionism. the first man 

to systematically present the synthesis of t he nationalistic and 

socialisti c ideals of the Poale Zion party, was Nachman Syrkin , 
14 (1868-1924). S-vrkin was affected early in h i s youth by both the 

socialis t ic and nat i onalistic ideals being expr essed. As a stu­

a/tJt at the University or Berlin . he joined the Russian revolu­

tionary groups, but persistently opposed their assimilationist 

tendencies. In 1897, t he t wo divergent philosophies of socialism 

and nationalism bad crystallized into defini te and organized move­

ments , the zionists holdin~ ~~eir congress at Basle. and the Bu:n-
15 di sts holding t heirs at Wars aw shortly afterward. The very next 

year , Syrkints first essay, ent i tled, "The Jewish Problem and the 

Jewish Socialist State" made its appearance ,U and three years la­

t er, his "Vozzvanie k evreiskoi molodezhi" (An Appeal to Jewish 

Youth) was issued.16 The former became the first analysis of the 



theoretieal found ations of socialist-zionsim; the latter became 

the official manifesto of the newly-organized Zi onist- Socialist 

Party. 

Bis essay on "The Jewish Problem and the Jewish Socialist State" 

consisted of four sections: Emancipation and Anti-semitism, Inter­

nationalism versus Nationalism, Zionism, and The Jewish Socialist 

State. In t he, essay, he charges that liberalism has failed to se­

cur e t he"freedom, equality and fraternity" which it promised. It 

had appeared. claims Syrkin. %la:k as if bourgeois freedom and Jew­

ish assimilation had solved t he Jewish problem, yet tha t solut ion 

lasted only as long as t he rei gn of liberalism• its failure bein.e: 

a natural concommitant of the collapse of liberalism. Thi s was in­

evitable, for bourgeois liberalism failed to conaide.r that the cau­

ses for anti-semitism in modern times are r acia l and economic . Ra­

cial differences still exist, claimed S:-n-kin, e.t'ter religious dif­

ferences are no longer a vital factor. 

Anti-semitism is an integral part of t he class society, reach­

ing its peak in de clining classes. I t finds expression in the mid­

dle cla ss, which i s being persistently destroyed by the bourgeoisie, 

in t he landowning c l ass, which is be ing destroyed by the capitalist, 

and 1.'Tl the peasant clas s, whi ch is being strangled by the landowner. 

Sn-kin I!lB.int aMed that, whi le class int erests 1n general dictated 

anti-semitism, the middle class intensified its antipseo itism be­

cause it suffered from Jewish as well a s non- Jewish competition. 

He held that anti-semitism in the middle class is, inface, a "rev­

olutionar v mvvement of a low type, the r evolt of a class a~ainst 

the existing order, not for t he sake of higher human principles, 

but for egotistic L, terests." and that anti- semi tism i s a "result 

of the unequal d~stribution of power in society. As lonR as soc-



iety is based on might, and as long as the Jew is weak, so long 

will anti-semitism exist."17 

8. 

The solution to anti-semitism, he felt, was to be round only 

1n a classless society and autonomouB national power for the Jew. 

To the Jewish socialists (the Bundists}, socialism meant first or 
A,. 

all discarding their Jewishnewa. Jewish socialists had tuned away ,.. 
from Judaism because socialism was a "haven for the Jew whom lib-

eralism had betrayed." He pointed out that the achievement of in­

ternational socialism was by no means predicated on the abolition 

of national cultures, and that the socialism of the Jew ~st be­

come a Jewish socialism. Far from impeding the cause of internation& 

al socialism, Jewish nationalism would be reflected 1n Jewish soc­

ialism, for 11 f ree from assimilation, and without a tendency toward 

self-denial. the Jewish proletariat bears 1n itself consciously end 

unconsci ously the specific Jewi sh protest. 11 18 

Socialism, held Syrkin , is the ultimate, and not the innnediate 

solution to the Je,.,ish proble!!l.. The Je* ish situation cannot be im­

proved at present through the socialist struggle. The class strug­

gle can help the Jewish middle class, for example, but little if 

at all. Nor can the insecurity of the Jewish intelligentsia be re­

moved throug~he class struggle. The class struggle cannot aide­

ven the Jewish proletariat to the extent that it does the general 

proletariat . Finally. declared S:vrkL~, "If the socialist parties 

of democratic lands do not yet bring the Jews the awaited benefits, 

socialism is of e ven lesser comfort in those lands where the Jews 

have not yet been emancipated." 

Thus it appeared clear to S:vrkin that no solution to the pro­

blem of oppressed peoples could ease the Jewish situation. Thus 

the solution to the Jewish problem mu ~t, 1n part. be national. As 



for the charge, on the other hand, that the Jewish class struggle 

conflicts with Zionist aspirations . Sn-kin held that "there can be 

no more foolish argument ••• Why should the Jewish proletariat, which 

is the first to be helped by zionism, reject it merely because the 

o+.he~ classes of Jewry have also adopted zionism?"19 

According to S:vrk1n, the only debatable issue involved in zion­

ism is t he form of the Jewish state. Zionism, he contended, would 

have to take into consideration the needs of the Jewish masses, for 

without them Zionism would be a "still-born chil4." But_ he 1-.eld, 

on t he ot~e.!' ha,o. , that zionism could not afford to lose sight ot 

the aspirations of the middle class and the intelligentsia. In 

his program tor the envisat?ed Jewish national state, he concludes 

that . "it the Jewish state is to bAcome a fact. it is necessary 

that from the very beg1nn1nt? we avoid all the infirmities of Jdla 

model"tl life. If the Jewish state is to call forth a deep interest, 

it must adopt as its ideal justice, righteousness, social pllmling 

and social solidarity. When the social principles of the Jewish state 

are realized, modern technoloQ'V ,.,111 flourish in it. The Jewish 

state must be a socialist state if it is to be realized . Zionism 

must fuse with socialism in order t ~l::ecome the ideal of the entire 

Jewish people. of the proletarttt, of the middle class, of the in­

telligentsia as well as of t he idealist."20 

All of the foregoinP. we.s contained in Sn-kin's first essl\y, 

"The Jev1ish Problem and the Jewish Socialist State". ~ritten L"l 

1898 . Al.most t wo decades later, 'tn 1917, SY?"kin wrote an essay 

entitled. "National Indedpendence e.nd International Unity. n The 

World \'far me.de the problem most tir.lely. Nations were engaged in 

I¼ wer frora which a reorgan i zed Europe tJgfi.S t o emerge. In this es­

say, therefore, he a."lalyzed the problem o~ nAtionalism, d~scussed 
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the relationship begween 4,ation and its cu1tu½re, anal~ed the na­

tional stru~gle s or modern times, d iscussed t he compatibilit~ of 

nationalism a.~d socialism, and pr esented, 1n conclusion, his vision 

of an"Intarna tional League or Free Nations."21 

In copin~ with the problem or nationalism, S:vrkin c8l!le to the 

conclusion that "na tionalism, and internationalism, people and hu­

=R...~ i ty, individualism a.~d univeraalism, are 1.~ the final analysis 

CO!!lplement er y terms ," Wh~, t hen, need socialism seek to disavow 

nationalism? And, a s regards the qt1estion ~hether t he Jew really 

represent s a nation, S:71"kin insists that Je?.ish nationalism is 

r eal,--that a nation does n ot cease to e~ist with the fall of its 

political state , t hat a s eparate l anguage is not essential , a..~d 

t hat even a common origin is not the absol ute basis for national 

unity . Since, accordL~p, to Syrkin , the true f oundation of a na­

tion i s rather spiritual and cultural, the Jew ~ay be s~i d to rep­

re sent a nation in the completest sense of the word. And s1.?:!ce e 

nation tha t has not lost. its "spir itual eeo'' a!ld its "cultural 

forcestt strives to become an autonO!!lous nation, end to secure 

a."UJDUi: for itself, a land, a langua~e , and pol itical L~dependence, 

Jewish n ationalism requires no apology. 

As for the reconeiliation of netionalis~ with socielis~. S7,Tk1..~ 

points out 1n the l atter essay , as in the essay of 1898, t hat these 
J.,.,, 

are not irreconcilabll. Drawina: from the experience of the "Norld 

\"Jar , S:;rrkin claimed that "only with the advent of the World War 

d i d the international proletar i at full y recognize the historical 

t r uth that each na tion xt:Jrtx•a had a riP,ht and a duty to determine 

its own path in history.'' He pointed to Lassalle ' s \'lOr k on The 

Italian War as the f irst declaration in sociali st l iterature that 

each notion that had not l ost its historical c on scitusness or faith 
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had a right to strive for national independence . Re points out 

also that Otto Bauer, in his book The Nattonal Problem in the 

Social Democrac:v , expressed the idea t hat only under socialism 

coul d a nation achieve its h i ghest cultural i ndividuali ty and 

perfection, and that only 1lhe socialist or ganizat ion of society 

would lead to the triu~ph of t he princi ple of nationalism. 

In the final section of thi s essay, S-vrkini reiterates t h.et 

internationalism does not necessarily il!lply the loss of national 

independence or identity. On the contrary , "The sacredness of na­

tions , their absolute right to l ife, e;rowth and equalit~--this is 

internationalism." Thus the Inter::iatione.l League of Free !~at ions 

which be envisioned could only occur ·,vhen all nations \"/er e free 

socialist nations. And in the same princi ple of free nationali ty 

lay the solution to the Jewish problem. Renee the solution to the 

Jewi sh problem lay in a Jewi s:i Socialist Sts.te . 

Syrk1n was above all an inealist. His writings contain fre­

quent expressions such as "soul", ""1'.>irit". "will". "~iss ion~ e t c . 

Re ref'used to admit a materialistic world. He ch:- llenged the thesis 

tba t man was primarily an e conomic animal. P.:e attributed to the 

human ~111 the power to influence the coll:'se of human events. On 

this pr emise he constructed his philosophy. 

The Ne~~alestin~ , paying tribute to Syrkin upon his death 1n 

Septenber , 1924. re~arked that "the de ath of Dr. Nac~..!!'lan Syrkin 

removes from our mi dst one of the f.,reat and vivid personalities in 

Jewish life . Founder and spiritual leRder of the Poale Zion , the 

socialist wing of the zionist move~ent , • . • a sr.holar of gre~t a t ­

taL'll'llents, R keen philosophic mind, e. v,r i ter of trenchant pen, be 

brou~ht into play all these qualities i n the service of the Jew­

ish people • Dr. S-yrkin . t he r adics:i l thinker with far- flunrl vision, 



was actuated by a tremendous faith, by an optimistic belief in 

the Jewish people and in the ulti?!late ~eali zat i on of the zionist 

ideal, in the final victory or the culture of' the prophets , the 

culture of' righteousness and justice . n22 

BER BOROCHOV 

12. 

Equally outstandi.~g .1..n the formulation of the social ist- zion­

ist ideology was Ber Borochov ( 1881- 191?) . Borochov was, however, 

more mat erialistic tha..n S:vrkin in his outlook. Re based h is view 

of' the socialist- zionist state on t horough.ly Marxian grounds, be­

coming the leading exponenet of the so-called "scientific" Zion­

ism. He investigated the anomalies of' Jewish economic lite, and 

explained both zionism and the Buropean nationalisns on an econ­

O?llic basis. So strong , indeed, was his feeling of the ineviaabil­

ity of the operation of economic laws, that he fe l t that a mass 

emigration of Jews to Palestine was the 1nveitable consequence of 

the operation of t hese la,vs. 

His reasoning, sunnnarily stated , is as follows: National com­

petiition brings restriction of immigration in industrial centers , 

and t he Jews , as a consequence , will have to mi grate to some unde­

veloped, semi- ~grarian region like Palestine. The ultimate success 

of zionism, according to Borochov, would be dependent on the abil­

ity of the emigrating Jews to enter into a~riculture and basic in­

dustries . The class- conscious Jeuish proletariat, he reasoned, by 

fightin~ in Palestine for its right s . will eventually create the 

guarantee for a Jewish autonomy . Zionism, from Borochov• s poL~t of 

view, was thus "an economic as well as a democratic revolution 1n 

Jewish life ."23 

In nDie Klassen Interressen und die Natzionale FraRe" Borochov 



analyzes the modern conception or the state and its relationship 

to the clasw structure of society. Follow1n£ Marx, he finds that 

humanity is divided 1nD two ways simultaneously: into states, 

which represent the corporate expression of the creative powers 

ot afpeople, and into classes.24 Quotin£ the third section of 

Marx's Das K.apital, 8orochov points out that nations differ be­

cause of circumstances within the nation, such as the character 

of its natural resources , race relations, and historical forces 

affecting that state. 

13. 

Through these factors, states become ~t1nmi1shed as social­

economic or~anisms. Within each state, however, there is the div­

isifon into classes, derived from the varied relationsh1.ps of the 

individuals in the state to the means and process of production. 

Class-strife becomes the attempt of these classes to receive more 

benefits f'rom the process of production . And international strife, 

in the saoe way, emerges f'rom t~e at t empt of productive enterprise 

to expand into new spheres for the improvement of the conditions 

within the nation . 

Borochov distinB.:Uishes, 1n the course of this essay. between 

"peoples" and "nations ", indicating tha t the elenent most charac­

teristic of a nation is its territorial unity, Be explains that 

underlying this territorial unity, however , is a basic economic 

unity (rather than a traditional unity) . The economic interdepen­

dence of the individuals withini a nation would normally express 

itself in class- consciousness. Nationalism, however, "overshadows 

the class-cons ciousness" and it 11does not allow for a correct view 

of the true status of t he classes" within the nation. 25The rulin,:c 

ciasses, recognizing this fact. make usei of nationalism for their 

own purposes , to obscure ciass differences , 

1 
J 



These classes, though propagandists tor nationalism, are not 

the true representatives of their national culture. The national­

ism of the large la.~d-owners, living from the rental of land, is 

concomm.itant with land-values. For the middle and lower bourgeoi­

sie, territory no longer has value as land, but as a market for 

thf),j goods. And as for bi~ capital , the territory or the state 

and its boundaries serve only as a point of support for expans­

ion into the world market. 

14. 

Regarding t he proletariat, Borochov points out that it is a 

mlta.ke to assume that the proletariat bas no national feelings nor 

interests. On the contrary, to the proletariat, territory is of 

utmost worth, providing the place for its productive labor. 26 

i1hen t he social-economic bala.~ ce withi.~ a nation is disturbed, 

the proleatriat cannot, as can other classes, s eek expansion through 

conquest. It must, t herefore, ~esort to 6migr at1on 1n the e f f ort 

to find a place t o work. This being the case , it is difficult for 

the proletariat to develop a dee p sense of loyalty to the Father­

l~nd . Nevertheless, " the real nationalism--that is, of a kind that 

does not becloud the class- consciousness--ts to be found only Br.long 

the progressive elements of oppresse4 pat1ons"27ro~ among t hem do 

we find expressed in boldes t outl ine the strivbg of t he basic el­

ement 1n a nation, its proletariat, for a place to work. 

I n this fashion, in his essay on "Die Klassen Interressen und 
t heoretical 

Die Natzionale Fraga", d id Borochov l ay the/foundations for his 

program of socialist-zionism. Nationalism, used by other c l asses 

to beclou4 t he class-consciou sne s s , was on l y real insofar as it 

expre s sed the needs or the prol etariat . t he creative base 1n any 

nation. That n ationalism, therefore, had t o be an expression of 

the self-consciousness of the proletariat rather than an attempt 

at its suppre s s ion. 
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In his essay entitled, "Unser Programm" {our Pro,n-BI!l), Bor­

ochov applies this theoretical analysis of the relationship ot 

nat ionalism and class-interests t o the Jewish situation, and to 

the efforts to establish a Jewish nation . He r aises the questions: 

Wherein lies the Jewish problem? What place has the Jewish prole­

tariat in this Jewish problem? How can the Jewish proletariat 

solve its problem? These questions he proceeds to answer in the 

essay which has become the platform of Poale Zion ism. 

Borovhov maintains, first of all, that territory is essen­

tial to the national existence of any people. ~e holds that it 

represents the positive fou_~dation of the life of a people . How­

ever , he insists that the simple slogan, "The J{t,(r,. people must 

have a t erritory" does not represent t he situation correctly. 

The Jewish upper bourgeois6.e needs no land, except as a place to 

which to send the Je,1isb masses , whose presence may be distaste­

ful. The Jewish middle bourgeois6.e needs the land as a market , 

as i ts "o,m " state, where it may es cape t h e onslaughts of anti­

semitism, engage 1n politica l manouvers, hold portfoalos, pro­

duce a "Jewish culture", etc. For the Jewish small bourgeoisie, 

a territory is necessary for the prolonging of its Yery life, 

as a Jewish state will provide at least a "home" market for this 

dying group . 

The middle- bour geoisie ma:v dream of a "state" . engage 1-n con­

ferences and mouth pretty phrases, the smal l bourge&sie 1'!18.Y see 

1n it relief from pressure , but t he ruined masses of laborinp; 

Jewry, maint ai~ed Borochov, the •tdead materials" whom roam the 

earth in search of work , ca.'1.not dream; qhey are unable even to 

brLTlg into realization t he h ist oric forces at wor k which compel 

t he Je~ to form a proletarian state in Palestine. To this end, 
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the Jewish bourgeoisie may be use.t"ul. In the last analysis, how­

ever, maintained Borochov, "the freed om or ~he Jewish people \7111 

be achieved through the labor movement, or it will not be achieved 

at e.11. •28 The labor movereent :1as only '9Ile way be.fore it: the class 

s truggle. And t he class stru~ l e can be effective only when it he.s 

a political character . Thou.1U1 territorialism mi ght be the most pr­

essing problem of the Jewish people and i ts ~reatest nedd, it will 

remain on l y a Utopian dream if the or~a.nized Je,,ish prolet.e.riat 

will not s upport the movement end influence its develop~ent toward 

e. realize.tion of its needs thrOURh the cle.ss strug~le . 

Proletarie..~ zion ism is possible , fel t Boroehov , onl~ if zion­

is~ is realized through class struP,gle : end zion ism i s possible only 

if proletarian zionis~ 1a possible . " If t he Jewish proleta!'ie.t has 

n ot, ~or eover, i ts OW!1 techni ques for the realizat ion of Zionism , 

zionism will reme.1i,_ e._n eT11pty shell. n29 This , 1n brief' 1 rep?"eSe!lted 

the substance of Borochov' s approach to JeVJish nationalistic a sn­

irations i n PalertL11.e . 

Fror-t his writinF.s , we are able to see the penetr atinP. L"ltel­

lect of Rorochov. For him, society was a hu~e leborntory ~hi ch 

s11polied both the Lnst?"UTTtents 8-"ld the objects for e..."lalysis s end 

he '"H'ts t h e scientist h ~ see.rch of truth. Ise.a c z~ , L"l a. f'ore-
30 

'!'lord to Rorochov ' s collected 1vriti111ts , characterizes Boroch ov 

a~ " a ~w of r eme.rka.ble ener!ZY , of' t ireles s industry, end of ne.ny ­

sided k!'lowled!!e . !:le 'l'?e.."'lted to learn ever;TthL"'l~-- he '.'las L"lterested 

i..~ ell thi..ngs . Re h ad a con~idera.ble knowledge of philosophy a."ld 

sociolo,cy. ";{e was a linrniist, a..Tld had a clee.r co~prehdnsion o:r 

such fields of knowled,q;e as hard l y interest t h e hishest type of 

intell~ctua l. Not only was h is knowled~e encyclopedic, ~owever , 

but he was also a remarlrnble thinker , a co!'.lbi natio:i r are indeed." 
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A. D. GORDON 

The oan wh o most ~reatly influenced the labor movement in Pal­

astine was Aaron David Gordon (1856-1922) . At the age of 48 , he 

left Russ ia, where he had been eeployed as a bookkeeper , to become 

an agricultural wor ker in Palestine durin.i:t t he second aliyah or 

1904. Gordon had grown up 1n a rural distri ct, among forest s. The 

wpressions of h is youth, that direct conta ct with nature, --these 

were the factors which led to the fornrulation of tha t philosophy 

of a natural l ife , of a ha._T>Jnony between man and nature, which he 

esJ)"Qlleed.30 C.. 

This philosophy he expressed n ot onl y L"'l his me.n:v writ~s , 

but in h is every dai l :v act a s well. When he arrived L'l'l Palest ine , 

l-iis friends tried to dissuade him from physical labor and t o in­

duce him to t ake up i ntellectual work instead. Be , of course , would 

not consent . FrO!tl the first day in Palestine u..nt il h is last , he en­

~aged in physicaJ. work, believi ng thag ph:vsb:a l work was a necess­

it:v f or ever~ li'l1 nrr being. Only the wronR habit s of ~an:v genera­

t ions , a."'ld the def ects 1,the social order , he f e lt , had estranged 

mi>n f rom physical t oil . Labor was ':1hole some; the individual Jew 

e.nd the enti r e Jewish people must be re~olded t:1.rough it , the 

teacher, t :1e com:!'!iunit:v leader . the writer , ever yo!1e . 

Gordon wrote a good dea l . After his death , h i s ~fitL~~s wer e 

collected and published in five volumes (Kitve , Tel Aviv . 1929) . 

His contribu tions to the Palestine Labor Uovenent wer e two: the 

concept of the creative ba sis of agricult u r a l work, a.~+is con-

cept of .Jewish ns.t i one.lism. Influenced by Tol stoy , Gordon believed 

in self- perfe.otion , which , as he understood the t er m, meant se lf­

expression through work , in har~ony witL the la,.,s of nature. Ha..TJ. 

a..'1d the soil, he insisted, '\"te r e united throu.i::h men I s work on the 

soil . A.s for Jeviish na tio:ialisr. , Gordon felt that t he J e•.vs ,-:ere 
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not and could never become a nation like other nations, that the 

rebirth of Judai sn meant ffnot a political and econ~ ic. but a spi­

ritual and moral regeneration based on the ideals of the prophets .n 

Very much t h e dreamer, Gordon could not accept t he !11arxie...l1 dialec­

t i cs of Borochov, nor could he accept eve..."1 Syrkin's socialist-zion­

ism. The rat ion alis~ and ~eche_~isn of socialism were t oo cold for 

so warm a spirit . Yet he, perhaps more the.n t hey, be came t he spir­

itual f ather of the Palestini a."1 labor movement, by virtue of h is 

enthusiasm and ex~mple r ather tnan h is thi.."'lking . 

In h is essay , nwork and Culture ff, 
31he satirizes t :ie prevalent 

Jewish attit ude, namely, nLet IvB!l, John, 11:uste.pha do the wi,rk. We 

"'!ill create culture, produce national values, s>nd seek to brin~ 

about t he reign of absolut e justice on e e.rth ." Ee pOL"'lt s ou t the 

f'e.llac-y- of this t~e of thinkinp, . for , e.s h e maintlins, " a livinp; 

culture embraces the whole of life . Fverything that l ife creates 

f or life's necessities , that is cu l ture ." !his . he felt, included 

e ven di i:i:gine the eart:i, building houses and roads . "Such l abor , 

such activity is culture , or rather . the basis and substance of 

culture ." Continuing in thi2 V'3in , Gor don contends t hAt the need 

of the Je~ today is ~ot so muc~ an academi c cultw,e as " a culture 

of life itself', in the cells an0 atoms of which that academic cul­

ture is embedded • •• • All that we desire i n Palestine is thi s , that 

we createt wi th our own ha."'lds all that constitutes life ; that with 

our own ha.Y1ds we perform all the •sork end labor that is needed;, •• 

a'Yld that we thus come to :feel and thin~ and experience all that 

laborine hum::L~ be L~GS in t h e per:forr.1a.nce of all these vari ed tasks 

ce~ come to feel a.."'ld thinlr and. P;q>eri ence . Only when we do this 

will we possess a culture , because only thus wi ll we have a J.U'e 

of our own. n Thus did he 1nrite in 1'?11. 
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A decade later , in his essav on "Rebirth in the Di asnora",52 
w -

he expressed the two needs ot work for Pal estine in the dia spora, 

n8.?!!ely , the preparati on of thos e who wer e later to settle in Pal­

estine for the lif'e that they we!"e t o begL'1 there , and the acqui­

sition of means t o guarante e a continuous immigration into Pales­

tine . But he insi sted that such work for Palestine was not enough; 

th.at the Jew 1n the di aspora as well a s in Palestine would b ave to 

be taught to wokk, e specially t o do work close to nature, work from 

whi ch they h ad so long been estr anged . The return to a more natur al 

life, whether 1n Palestine or L'1 the diaspora, was to be achieved 

t h.roueh the s8l1'1.e channels, the return to nature, to \vork, and to 

the Hebrew language . He refutes the charge that if the Jew L11 the 

d iaspora experi ences such a rebirth through work he will be more 

easily assimi lat ed by those peoples among ~hom he lives. Thi s ar­

gument, he claims , a rises from t he ~istaken thinking of those who 

unite "things ut terly disparate , namely nationalism and socialism. " 

\"lithout negatiug t he ideals for which socialism ttrives, Gor­

don claimed t hat the Pal estinian rebirth can be achi eved only through 

the " form of the nation- -not, to be sure , of a j i ngo nation, but of 

a truly huma.'1e one , the am- ada.m, the man- or brother- folic. " He felt 

that in a merely social i s tic rebirth, life \1ould laclc the founda­

tion of the family, which he felt could not be compensated for by 

11h Rr nessing together the two alien forces of nat i onalism and social­

ism." Ever the visionary, he insisted upon the reawalceninl! of t he 

"soul " of t he community, the group- personality, as the primary de­

sideratum of t he new life in Palest i..~e . 

In a letter 3to Joseph Baratz , at that time a delegate to t he 

Histadruth convention in .A!!lerica (1921) , h e explained how he in­

tended to produce this regeneration of the Jenish group- personal-
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~ 
ity. He expressed the need or "awakening for a national and human 

A 

existence or three, and perhaps fonr million of our brethren." 

Where were these individuals to be found? Gordon supplies the an­

swer to this question 1n his letter: "In the man who runs a cream­

ery, 1n the form of a peddlar, a shoe-blacker, a teacher, a young 

man or wooan who speaks, EnP.11sh and lmows nothing about Judaism." 

They were to come to Palestine . There they were to engage 1n pro­

ductive labor. There they were to learn the Hebrew language; and 

there, sccording to Gordon , they would for m the raw material for 

the rebuilding of the Jewish group-pefsonality . 

Because he recognized that the national consciousness was weak 

among Jews of the diaspora, Gordon did not find it at all str ange 

that these Jews embraced ideals that did not bear a Jewish nation­

al character . It was not mere acci dent , he fe l t, tha t social~sm 

was nearer to the heart s of a great part of the Jewish youth. It 

arose from the f act that t hey lacked a sense of their own charac­

ter and worth. "In this condition of passivenes3," declared Gordon, 

"socialism can betray us Lnto a h opeless waste." He felt that ef­

fort must be prL~arily directed toward the reconstruction not of 

s ociety but of the human b4L~g, the individual JewJ t hat ih his 

attenpt to destroy the Jewish element within hi.!il , the Jewish soc­

ialist became not a better human beLng , but a " second-rate and 

unauthentic Bu esian , or German or Englishman." 

Thus it is, that while Gordon insisted on "the utter refusal 

to exploit the labor of others," and "economic lii'e on a cooper­

ative basis". h e argued that the pri.me.ry p;oal o f the Jew must be 

the renewal of bis Je-oish creative consciousness th.roui;h a return 

to nature and to work. Wor was Gordon's approach to work as t he 

basic fact or in the reMakil1B of the i ndividual and of society 



limited to a cond.ideration of the Jew alone . The ideal of selr-
u p 

labor, which he apotheosized into a religion of labor, applied 

universallyJbecarn.e to him the symbol of .1ustice between man and 

man , and, more than that , between nation and nation . 

One may re:1ect the theory that the recon stnuction of the in­

dividual is the onl:'! way to the regeneration of a nation . One may 

even go .b:Jt:k)tax to the other expreme, and insist that the process, 

in ~he last analysis, :must be due to ebjective forces, and that 

a change in the economic order will ultimately lead to a change 

in the individuals, but "one must admit that a qualified p&oneer 

body may, within the limits of objective possibilities, acceler­

ate the process.854Thus it is that even those who opposed his 

schemeJ of thought found it d ifficult to ref'ute hL~. Particular­

ly dti'ficult did the:'! find it in view of the f act t hat he was 

urfl}'rsally recognized as a man h onestly seeking the truth. llore­

over, he himself had presented, if the essence of the labor move­

ment 1n Palestine uas t he regenerat ion of t he individual, a per­

fect example of reconstruction; L~ himself be "combined the best 

qualities necessary for a pioneer--o. strong will, endurance, per­

severance, end an unshaken belief 1n the cause . "35 

As elorent testimonial to the greatness of the man 's spirit, 

we have the ~xt:wwii.1:a:is reminiscences of women who had worked 

with him in the fields,I of Palestine. One woman relates: "There 

worked among us at that time a comrade ~h o was lilUcn older than 

any of us, the man wh o l a ter became famous in Palestine as A. D. 
. ~~ 

Gordon.Eis good humor and unflagging cheerf'ulness were aA~trength 

to all of us. He c omposed a great Many Je~ish songs, which we 

learned t o sing together ·.:-1th him . FrOI!l the beginning I conceived 

a great affedtion for t he old man, but I bad not the courage to 
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seek h is advice . Otten, seeing me sit apart completely exhausted, 

he would call out to me , 1 Cbeer upl Look at me, an old man, wor­

king as hard as the re st, and always happy.' But before I could 

answer him and pour out my troubles to him, he would be gone. n:36 

Eis contagious devotion t o the ideals which he espoused is per­

haps bes1f-llustrated by t he account of another ,,,om.an , who relates 

an incident whi ch t ook place during the World Wa:r . The Turks sus­

pected the Jewish colony of having concealed weapons. The~ arres­

ted the members of the Kvutzah, and submitted the men to torture 

in order to make t hem reveal where the arms were h i dden . "Gordon , 

awaiting h is turn to be tor1rured, r emained unshaken. As if ~lued 

to our places we sat ther9, we, the youn~ ones, l1sten1n~ to the 
37 

singing of the I old man 1," 

On the marble t ablet attached to the smple slab that ~arks 

t~e Rrave of Bordon at Da~a...~i a, is the followin2 inscription:37~ 

"A..~,IWN DAVID GORDON. DE'TO'l'E.E. OF "MAN AND ~TATURE", died e.t Dattenia, 

Shevat 24 , 5682 , in the sixty-seventh year of his life, which was 

the e i ghteenth year of his goi.nl! ''P to Pa l estine a..'1d of his labo-rs 

in the l and ." Wi th Gorden ' s death, there was lost to the Palestine 

Labor :Movement its greatest personality. Since h is death, 1n 19221 

the movement has grown t ~emendously. But the meoory of the ma..'1 , 

h is persoaality and his teachings still vitalize t r.e ef~orts of 

t:iose who come to take their place as workers on the soil of Pal­

estine. 

Hot on l y L11 PalestL'1e is the influence of the "old !:12..'1" still 

felt , but L"'! the diaspora. as well . There hes arise:1 in the diaspora 

a youth ~ovement, called the Gordonia , of whi ch be is t he apostle. 

In 1933. over- 20 , 000 young rr,en a.TJd ,10-c!en -:iere nu~bered L'1 its nem­

bership . 38 Thus the naT'l 1 S tee.ch i n~s and the ~e~b!'y of his W:l...'l"J:ll per-

2o~ality live o~ to gui d~ 2..""ld en cou~ege those who carry on . 



JOSEPH CF-~Di BRENW....R 

The period of t he second ali~~ . to which Gordon belon~ed 

(1904-05) , we.s by no ~ea"!s tree from difficultie s . To become 

~orkers a.'1d farmers over a brier period of ti...~e was difficult . 

~he tr:msition brou~ht despair to ~any; often they broke down 

he cEiuse of the inability of the f'e.rm-a.'1d plantation- owners to 

understand their problems . ~hese doubts and disappointments were 

best expressed by the "poet and spiritual ,q;uide" of t hat ~enera­

tion, Joseph Chai.lil Bren..'l"!er , ( 1881-1921) • 39Rorn 1..."! a sme.11 to?:n 

on t he border bet~een Li ttle a_"ld Gr e~t ~uss ia , ~e taste~ p overty 

e e.!'l;;r in l ife . Later , h e had conte.ct wi th t he liter ature of the 

~ aske.leJ1, wi th the teachinp;s of '!'olstoy . end ,,1th the " Bund". 

l3renner be came editor, for a t~e, of t he ":Sund" periodi c al , . 
~alled "De!' Kampf". Forced to escape rron1 P.ussi e. , he fled to Lon-

d on , where h e published :t.am a monthly magazine , called "HaMeorer ." 

In 1909, he c ame to Pale sti."le , where be worked with the weekly, 

11HaPoel Re.Zoir" , publis:1.ed b ~· t h e lAbor pa'l"'ty by that name . 40 q e 

e.lso wrote for t he Poe.le Zion O!'P,a.'1 , "Ac~dut~, " and i.'1 1919 he 

t ook over the publication of the !"!O~thl:: "~e..Adotn.oh", puhlished by 

t he l ahor party "Achd,1tl1. Re.Avoda.h ". 

The labor partie s or Pales t i ne were badly split , e.nd friction 

preva i led. It wa s 3 r e m.1er ' s hope the.t eve~t ue.ll y the vru~-tous :par­

t i e s would be united L~to one l !!.!'ge orP,an ization , This did not hap­

pen , however , unt il t he ;,Te?J' he f ore his deat~ , whe n the P..istacLi--t1t~, 

t h e General Federa t ion of Jewish Labor in Pa lestL'1e , c ame into be-

1np: . For a while , ~e t au gh t in e. chalutz settlement near IH:rdal. 

In 1921 , he r eturned t o Tel Avig, e..."ld on t.le.y 1st of that s ame year 

~e was murder ed by the Ar abs i.~ a riot . 
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Brenner was a very prolific writer . Besides his Journalistic 

wor k , which concerned itself with the labor problems of the second 

ali yah and with the rebirth of the Hebre,'7 l~guap;e, !le wrote rne.ny 

short stories and essays , and tra.~slated me...~y woDks, such as Tol­

sto:v ' s "!::aster and Slave" into t he Hebrew. Eis collected works 

have been published by A. J. Stybel in Tel Av1~. 4l 

so~ething of Brenner ' s personality may be seen from the :tmr:k 

rollowi.~~ incident~2A youn~ woma..~ , comine to Palesti..~e from a P.us­

sie.n revolutionary backP,round , (during the period of the second 

al i~ab., when such literature was bein~ earefull~ watched by the 

Turks) , was receiving anarchist pamphlets from Russia . Seei.."l~ some 

of these pamphlets , :Sreru1er remarked: "You ' d better write them to 

stop sending :tllm books ." '!'he ~Oun:? lady turned to :iim and asked, 

"And ~he.t about these?" To whic'!:1 he !'epl!ed, "0:1, r~ese h.eve to be 

read, of course ." The youn~ woman hastened t o protest : "out they'll 

drive me out of Palestine." To this , Br~nner 1 s response was simply, 

111-!onsense ." 

Brenner kne\-7 the power of those panip!lle t e , and thouf;h he may 

have differed wit:b. their thinki.."lp; , !le :z,espected tl1em . Re probably 

did not suspect , however, the potentialities of the p 0.l"1phlets 

which he h.i.'!lself edited under the caption "He. Meorer" . 

While Bren."'ler added little to the ideology of t he l c.bor move­

~ent 1n Pe.lestine, h is forcef'ul writi."'l r, 8-"'ld h is active personality 

~ave it great impetus . Thus Spiegel correctly re~arks that "it is 

a great pit y that Eren..~er did not live to see the twentieth an.11iv­

ersary of the first issue of t !1e "Awc.kener 1
•, for then he would have 

heard the Jewish Labor Movement in Palesti.11e attribute its ancee­

try to the moeest litt le green pamphlets , quite unimuor tant as lit­

ereture , which he pri.'1ted or. the be.nks of t rte Th~~e ~."43 



25. 

* * * * * * 
Ther e wer e , of course, others as well as those described a--bove, men who b y their thinking and l iving ~aVA direction end ~ean­

ing to the l abor movement in Pa l estine. No movement can ,e;ain stren~th 

a."ld significance without leaders; the labor movement in Palestine 

produced, from its very inception, a sturdy leadersh ip. The thimk-

i:!'}_g of S:vrkin and Borochov, t he exa.'llple of Gordon and Brenner , is 

not lost; t he inspiration provided by these men still mot ivates 

the leaders of the Labor J.iove!!!ent in Palestine today. No movement 

such as this , e. battle aP-:ainst both circumst~ce and nature , could 

have been undertRken ~it hout stronr, wills and strong arms. The 

!ortll.tude of those who are no more still lives to encourage those 

upon whom the ma.'11.tle of leaders!:°'.ip has fallen . 

The period of pionel!lr1"1.a; is over ; en ideology has been born, 

9..l"!d a move!'tent has ta.ken for m. i-ew ti."'es 8.."ld :1ew c1rcumsta.11ces 

may influence the developement of t hat moveme!lt : but the mm 

achieve~ent s of Jewish labor in Pe.l!stL"1e will a l ways be a.11 

endurL"lg monument to the idealis m ~11d eff ort ot the men who 

fi!'st beheld the vision . 
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CHAPrER II . 

BEGD~JIMG OF LABOR COLONIZATION 

In the year 1870, the Alliance I sraelite founded the f'irst 

Jewish agricultural school in Palestine at Mikveh Israel, near 

Jaffa . This school may be termed the first link of the Jewish 

people, in modern ti.mes, with Palestine. However, the Alliance 

school provided only a very superficial link indeed. Though it 
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was an institution for the education of Jews, it was in no way 

characteristic of the Jewish settlement that was to develop in 

Pal estine during the course or the next few decades. The French 

language and French thinking dominated the character of the school. 

Its students, inste ad of becoming the nucleus or a trained Jew­

ish colonization, left the country after their period of train­

ing t o take up their residence in European lands. It was not an 

institution which created loyalties to Palestine , to Jewish cul­

ture, or to the ideals of Jewish labor; it imparted none of the 

labor ideology which \9as to play so great a role in the subse­

quent developMent of the country. But it did serve as a point 

or contact with Palestine--a reminder to world Jewry that Pal­

estine still existed, and st ill contained a remnant of the peo­

ple which was dispersed throughout the world. 

Jewish set tlers had, of course, prompted by various motives, 

foundlt their way to Palestine before this time. In 1855 , the 

area of Gan-Montefiore, near Jaffa, had already been acquired 

for Jewish settlement . And in 1878 Petach Tikvah, a "parcel of 

swamp- land" , wh i ch \vas later deserted by its Jewish inhabitants 

because of a malaria epidemic , was acquired by a group of Jews 

£rom Jerusalem.1 

It is not, however, until the year 1882 that we can prop­

erly speak or a labor-conscious colonization in Palestine . The 



The total population at that time was 350 ,o~. Among these 

i.nllabita.~ts of Palestine could be numbered some 30,000 Jews.2 

most of whom were old people who depended on money from out­

s144 countries for their support. The large majority consisted 

of Arab peasants (Fellahin) and Bedouins. 

THE BILUIM 

In 1882 there took place what is now generally known as 

the "first aliyah" (immigration wave). And 1n t hat year were 
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laid the f oundations of several Je~ish communities, Rishon le 

Zion 1n Judea, Zichron Yaakov i.'l Samaria, and Roeh Pinah 1n Gal­

ilee . 3 These colonies were founded by the members of the first 

aliyah, known as the 11Bilu:un." This was a group formed as a r eac­

t ion t o the Russian pogroms of 1881 (after the I:IUrder of Alex­

ander II.) . They took their name :from t:::ie initial letters of 
spiritual 

the Hebrew phrase , "Beth Yaakov , 1 1 chu v 1nelchoiJ. . 11 The/support 

of these immigrants , came from t~e Chovevei Z1on4societ1es be­

ing formed at t::ia t time in Russia, and their f'i.nancial support 

ca.'lle, in large measure, from the Baron Edoond de Rothschlld funds, 

through the medium, mainly, of the ICA (Jewish Colo~ization Ass­

o~iation) .5 

These 11Bilu i.m11 di.f'fered greatly from the Jews already in 

Palestine. The Bi.luim had come to lll!_ in the land, not to JtlA_ 

there, as did the older inhabitants . They were , moreover , young 

people , many of thera university and profes sional people, who 

had been affected b y the ideal of seli'-labor and the dreams of 

a socialist state i n Palestine . They were idealistic, and took 

on the hardest forms of labor, draining swSI:1ps, and tilling land 

that bad f or centurie4 been uncultivated. In the founding of 

the first settlements, not only did t~ey have to grapple with 



the difficulties wh ich Nature presented, 1n the form of barren 

land, swamps and malaria, but they had also to contend with the 

Turkish police. The Biluim were, moreover, inexperienced 1n ag­

ricultural endeavor, and had no national organization to assist 

them 1n the prooess ot transition from urban lif e to agricult • 

ural life. The ir problems were numerous indeed, and only the 

continued income from the "Baron" made life at a11 possible tar 

these pioneers. 

An insight into the constituency and the problems of the 
~ 

Bil~l\m may be gained from~diary of one of them, Dr . Chaim Chissin. 

In relating his experiences with those who first attempted t o con­

quer the soil of Palestine for Jewish labor, he writes:6{Moscow , 

April 25, 1882) "A number of us , young int ellectuals, have band­

ed t ogether for tbe purpose of going to the Holy Land to devote 

oursel ves t o the t illing of the soil. Vie have no money, but we 

are certain t hat ence we are there , help t o establish us on a 

sound basis can be obtained •••• The most important facts about 

our organization are as follows : its name is BILU; i t numbers 

525 members , and i s composed of many unit s under the administ­

ration of the central Kharkov group •••••• The aim of the organi­

zation is to establish a model colony to serve as an eX11Inple f or 

all of Jewry." 

Thus much for an introduct i on into the nature a.'ld plans of 

the group. We skip no,? t o an entry dated Jaffa, August 21 { 1882) . 

Bere we find described the first efforts of the group to accl1m­

ate itseli t o the new life . Chissin writes: "OUr group has arran­

ged with Hirsch , principal of the agricultural school at M1kveh 

Israel, to work not more than eight hours per day, rrom six t o 

ten i.11 the morning , and i."l t he afternoon from 2:30 t o 6: 30. " 
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::er e •e see that the Biluim tried, f'rom. the very beginning, to 

put into practice that ideal.isc •hi.ch bDou,ght them to Palestine . 

But it was not easy, ror tile Biluim were unprepared tor t heir 

new duties , 11There we stood all in a raa, , for we had n o idea of 

wha.t we had to do, how to do it, or why. llevertheless, I began 

to ply the s p ade, zig-:~ing th.is way and that. In less than an 

hour , big b1istters appeared on my h elids • •• • Slll:!Doning courage, I 

grabbed the spade again and in spite o:' the excruciating pain in 

oy h.ands • •• I dug without pause for t~o hours straight ••• Following 

this , I could d o not hing for a whole day. t.:y back pabed ce un­

bee.rabl~ . My he.nds -aere c overed with wounds. ':'hose four hotU"s in 

the morning .. ere l.ike eternity. 11 

Such was the road towaNI r ehabilitation through .labor . Kot 

only was t he work itsel.f difficult , iro.t the ~o~ke~s ~ere given 

no encouragement . Inst ead, the ideas of tre Bi l-.l.iD regarding 

self- labor were ridicul ed. "The forenan W'i7es us, won't let us 

rest a ninute; those are his orders . Hirsch is douig t h is pur­

posely 1n order to drive the 'f'oolisbness' out of' us end coopel 

us to leave." ,lJ.so, food was scare-e, a.'ld the 31:.uim were in debt . 

" • • • !>read, grapes , and in t h e evening, bean soup. ':'ea ,7e have 

only at night; the thought of :i::.es.t neve r even occurs to anybody.• 

i7ith tbe <tath of Carl ~;etter , t h e .found.er o:f %all JLU..-veh Is­

~ael, who had been very synpathetic ~ith the work o~ the Bilui..~, 

:::any of them beca:i.e discouraged. L, an entry ~arh."ed Septen.ber 25, 

Chissin notes: 11-::astarday, six people returned t o Russ i.a. , and 

three went to Jerusalem.. In a.11, fifteen of' us re:::.ain . It 1s hard 

.;o say which h as s h o\lil greater c ourage , lte, ror stayi;lg, or t h ey 

in goi.,g back . On vhat , afte~ all, do ~e pin our hopes? Yet i t 

would be disgrace.fu.l to le.-ve t h e plece , vanquish ed, and flee 
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.from the scene after three months of battle." It was suggested 

that the group disperse. There seemed to be no reason for their 

obstinacy 1n staying onJ aome, therefore , did leave, while a 

faithful remnant remained. In an entry dated October 2, Chiss1n 

writes: "?!e now number but 14 people. Of these, the following 

are not at work: the three girls, the representative, and the 

toran ( the buyer). Beside this, it is .found that :from one t o 

three people are always 111." 

By March of the following year, the future of these Biluim 

was no more clear than bef'ore. They found eraploynent digging 

ditches and laying foundations. however. They undertook the plant­

ing of trees 1n Rishon le Zion . Their material conditions had im­

proved slightly, at any rate, and th,began "to allow ourselves 

herring and eggs for break:faet." • And so the small remaining group 

held on, trying to make the most of the not too pleas!lllt circum­

stances. 

By 1885, the Chovevei Zion Society had come into being and 

had begun to collect money for land purchase. The Biluim looked 

forward to the coming of their representative , who, they felt, 

would help them settle on the soil. J . M. Pines agreed to be­

come the head of the organization of Biluim, and purchased 

2 , 500 dunams of la.T'ld for a eolony in which they mi ght settle. 

In November, 1884, "nine B1luim were transferred to t he ir own 

land, and in this way the foundat ion was laid for the new col­

only, to be called Gedera ••• " For the purchase of vines and for 

daily sustenance Pines distributed the funds received frOD\time 

t o time from warious sources . Two of the founders of the Kew 

colony at Gedera were Schlo.no Zukerman and Zevi Horowitz , who 

arrived at the colony in 1885. This colony at Gedera represen­

ted the beginning of the labor colonization in Palestine. 



The life of the Biluim was tryingJ trying even for men bet­

ter adapted t o its hardships than were these pioneers . Moreover, 

the fact that they had to Bepend on large grants f'rom the "Baron" 

could not readily be accepted by these stalwart spirits. Event­

ually, it was this fact which caused the breakdown of the first 

a11yal,. The Baron placefofficials in the settlements; these re­

garded themselves not as hel pers but as supervisors.7 Thus there 

was f'riction; there were strikes, and there were punishments for 

the offenders . 

The lack of self-dependence caused a diminution oft~ feel­

L~g of responsibility among the settlers, gradually serving to 

demoralize them completel y . Some of the settlers , as a consequence, 

ceased to work themselves, and brought in cheap Arab labor. And so 

many of the Biluim, who had cOI:1.e to Palestine with the concept of 

self-labor uppermost in their minds , became plantation-owners, 

living on the exploitation of cheap Arab labor. Truly, the Bi­

luim bec8.!Ile "pioneers without offspring ."8 

However , an effort had been made; Jews had met the challenge 

of the soil, and, despite defeat, the effort 'Ras eventually to 

bear fruit. While it is true that Palestine h ad been brought to 

the attention of a certain element of Russian Jewry through the 

activities of the Biluim, and that this resulted in land spec­

ulation and all of its accoopanying evils,91t is also true that 

certain members of the Bilu evidenced remarkable idealism and 

forti~ude in the face of incomprehensible difficulties, and a 

few men of genube p ioneering spirit, such as YechieI Michal 

Pines , lO an active worker and an experienced writer in the 

Jewish labor movement , were discovered. This fact alone made 

the effort s of the Biluim worthwhile. 



BEGDfflINGS OF LABOR ORGANIZATION 

One of the shortcomings of t he Bilu was the fact that it 

had no nat ional or ganization to strengthen its act ivities. When, 

in 1886, mor e land was bought in Rishon le Zion , the purchasers 

followed Rothschild 's reque st that they employ Jewish workers, 

and the workers increased in number, by virtue of small groups 

of ~ewish immigr ant s entering t he country after the Bilu . The 

wor kers of Rishon le Zion, now more numerous theD before , began 

to lay plans for an organization of Jewish workers , and in 1887 

the Agudath Hapoalim (Society of Workers) was formed!lThis org­

anization embraced not only the workers of Rishon le Zion, but 

a l so embraced the workers of Petach ~ikvah. 

This organizat ion sought to serve the Jewish workers of 

Palestine in several ways . I t sought to supply work for i,s 

members, rendered assistance to those who were unemployed, and 

organized cooperat ive kitchens for them. Already in thi s, the 

first workingman ' s organization of Pal estine , was the idea of 

mutual help and collective econonic activity put into practice . 

In h is diary, in an entry for March 21, 1887, Dr . Chissin statesl2 

that "with a full realization of the important role of the Jew­

ish ~or ker in the colonization activity and nith a deep under­

standing of its great task, the organization s tarted out t o 

conduct i ts affairs with much energy. " However , the Agudath 

Hapoalim was not destined t o last long, and existed for only 

a few years after it was organi zed . 

The immigration of 1390 ., however, brought about the for­

majion of a new l abor organization, knovm as "Ha- aretz Veha- a.vodah" , 

(Land and Labo~) . In its name, it expressed its aims: the con-

quest of t he ~oil for Jewish labor ., and the penetration Of Jew-

ish labor into all of the activi ties of the building of the 
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Jewish colonization of Palestine. With the establishmentJ of 

new settlements at Rehoboth and Chedera, the number of Jew-
was 

ish workers bad greatly increased. In 1891, there~ a 

total of md:;J 1200 workers in Palestine. Thus, 1n the summer 

of 1891, the workers of Rehaboth sought to unite all of these 

new workers into this one organization . 

The expressed purpose of the "Land and Labor" workers ' or­

ganization was two-fold: "first, to improve wor king conditions 

and t o provide for the worker spiritually and materially, as 

Jew and as citizen, and secondly, to consider his .future and 

make such provision t hat after working in Palestine f or acer­

tain period of time he might become a set tler.nl4 The slogan 

which the "Land and Labor" organization adopted was, "Bead 

Artzeinu Va'amal Kapeinu" {"For our land, through the t oil 

of our hands"). 

In the preamble t o the constituion o~ Haaretz Veha- avodah, 

s igned by Aryeh Lei b Gordon , 11:oi.cr Ili.::: e::1.;off, ~oshe ,tatno:1r , and 

A. Eisenberg, the two forms of colonization then in existence 

(phi lanthropic and commercial) were presented and criticized• 

and an attempt was made to work out a plan of colonization 

which would embody the ideal of self-labor. The pr eamble con­

tains the f ollowing statements;ltl5 (l} "Th e first settlers came 

here, some with money and s ome wi thout , but none with the idea 

of doing actual work •• •• The col onists were in great need of 

support, and the Chovevet Zion 1n the Di aspo~a were generous 

enough to come t o hheir help •••• This suppor t ••• Developed a ten­

dency t o rely on others . " ( 2) "Vi i thin t he past year , s omething 

new has taken place in our midst . Capitalists from the Diaspora 

have bought land •• ~ •• but the work 1s to be done not by them-
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selves but by hired labor. This new system has a grave defect, 

f&r it has commercialized the colonization •• •• Therefore we do 

not consider these wealthy people bo be actual settlers . " (3} 

"There is another problem, the most important of all, t he prob­

lem of the workersu • • Experience has taught us t hat without Heb-
workers t h e Hebrew 

rew/settlements wi-11 never rest upon a firm foundation." These 

words \Vere written by Yechiel Michal Pines, oentioned above. 

The "Land and Labor" organization lasted until 1904.16 Its 

ideas of colonization were influential 1n shaping the course of 

labor colonization t hat followed. Its own disintegration was 

due t o the fact t hat (a) it ladked the insight to connect its 

work with the general labor movement, and (b) a lack of ideo­

logical clarity . 17 Only time, however, cou ld produce a labor 

organization properly organized and guided by a clear vision 

of its aims and ideals. And the time for such an ofga.i~izat1on 

to spring into existence had not yet arrived . 

WORKING COMDITIONS Ilf THE 
:aARON I S SETTLEI.:EliTS . 

There were, 1n Oct ober, 1891, s1.xteen coloni e s 1n Palestine, 

8 in Judea, and 8 in Galilee and Syria.18 Of these various col­

on ies, s ome were private colon i e s, s~ne had been founded by so­

ciet i es, and the r est were t ~ose of the Baron and of the Cbove­

-;re i Zion. 

The colonies supported by the Baron and by t he Chovevei 

Zion could hardly be called successful. I nvestigating t he rea­

sons for ~~is condition, (1893) , E . H. D'Avigdor, head of the 

English Ch ovevei Zion , and Baron Rot~1sch ild came t o t h e follow­

ing conclusions: 191. t here is plenty of available land in East­

ern Pales t ine well-fit ted for producir1g rich crops of cereals 
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311d fruits . (2) The Jews are, as a r ace , no less fitted for ag­

ricultural pursuits than are other peopl es . (3) The climate of 

Palestine suits them well , and they can work hard and thrive 1n 

it. (4) The causes of failure or ill- success 1n the colonies are 

one or more of the following: bad selection or the colonists (old 

people, etc) , bad selection or t he sites (unhealthy and sterile 

land), bad management and ignorance, and, finally, quarrels among 

the settlers themselves. 

When Rothschild visited the country in 1899, the number of 

Jewish viorkers LTl the sett lement s ,vas almost insignificant , and 

even these ,vere on the verge of starvation. He pleaded with the 

Jewish plantation 0\7D.ers to employ more Jewis h l aborers. In 1900, 

when the Baron' s s ettlement s were transfe~red t o the Jewish Col­

onization Association ( ICA), there were 532 wo1~ker' s families 1n 

these settlements . 20or these, 170 ,vorked in the winepresses , the 

rest at agriculture. The ir wages 'l'lere low- -so low, in fact, that 

a nw:iber of workers ~er~ coopelled t o l eave the country. Indeed, 

the off icials of the Jewish Colonization Association even pro-
gub~ht 

vided ltbe workers with moneyso uat they/ leave the country.21 

In the year 1900, a census of all of the workers of the set­

tlements uas t aken. There were listed 12 set tlements, 1n which 

there was a total of 473 workers.22These were distributed as 

follows : 161 in Zicnron Yaakov, 8 1 of Vlhorn were wine- pressers; 

103 in Rishon le Zion , SO of whom \Vere wL11e- p:-essers; 52 in 

Petach TikvahJ 40 in Rosh Pinah; 25 Ian Acron; 2 2 1n Rehoboth; 

20 in Chedei>eh; 1 6 in Ness Ziona.h; 14 in Yesod Hams.' aleh; 12 

in J.1etullah; 4 LTl 1.:achanaim; 4 1n lHslmar Ha-bakYarden . Seven 

of these colonies-- Zichron Yaakov, Yesod Ra-Ma ' aleh, hletullah, 



:?eta.ch Tikvah, Acron , Rish on le Zion, and Rosh Pinah---:1ere lar­

gely supported by the Baron, at a tremendous cout . 

Achad Ba ' am, 1n his essay on "The Jewish Community and its 

Trustees" , 23revea1s what these colonies cost Baron Rothsch11d 

until 1900 (when the ICA t ook over their adminis tration} . The 

annual budget amounted t o 1 , 500 ,000 france.--a sun ot 4 , 000 

francs per fami ly, apart from the expenses of the wine- press e s• 

1n Rishon le Zi on and Zicbron Yaakov ( t he cost of these alone 

was 1 , 200,000 f'rance per year) . In other words, the comnunity 

in Palestine cost the Baron 40 million francs up until 1900 . 

And most discouraging o f all was the fact that , after spending 

a sum of 40 million francs over a period of eisnteen years of 

colo~ization, only one hundred families were se lf'-supporting. 

THE SECO:ID JU,D.::'.A.E ( 1904--06) 

Only t h e Russian r evol ution of 1905 brought to Palestine 

~en who had national and social ideals of lasting vaiue . And 

it is only from t ~en on , as a co~sequence, that we may prop­

erly speak of a labor "~over:ient" . For only beginning with tl::.e 

1.mrr.igration of 1904- 0G did t he Jewish wo~kers of Palestine a ­

chieve any l asting degree of organizat ion or a.~y enduring i d­

eological pattern t o guide t:-ieir :;>rogrsm. 'Those ;ih om the sec­

ond al i yah wave 1'..a.d broug_--it into PalestL,e were men who Md 

experienced posroo s of exceeding proportions; mo~eover , they 

had ,vitnessed, a.1'1.d even partici pated in, a great upheaval of 

the Russian vor~ing classes . It is n ot surprising , t herefore , 

that it -:ia.s this aJ.iyah which cont r ibuted t !:le real leaders of 

t he labor moveoent , those ~ho wer e to play s o prominent a part 

in its development . 
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The immigration o:f t h is peridd may rightl.y be termed the 

beginning of the second period of the history of the Jewish la• 

bor movement 1n falestine , extending from 1905 to 1914. 24 It 

wa s at th4 beginning of this peri od that the s oc1al1s t-zioni st 

ideology gained strength, and that the Poal e Zi on, devoted to 

definite i deals of Jewi sh labor , began t o make its influence 

felt . In 1904, the first group of t hese Poal e Zion workers en­

tered Palestine . The employment of Arab labor by t he Je•ish 

colonists , the wi4espread pr actice , favored the development of 

the Poale Zion ideology , concretized its aims , and set off the 

Je\?ish laborer in Palestine for the first time as a member of 

a defi nieef "party" with well- delineated objectives. 

One or the leading personalities of the second aliyah is 

Yitzchak Ben Zvi , who first ca.me to Palestine in 1904, and re­

turned to active part icipation 1n the probleo s of Jewish labor 

in Palestine i n 1907 . 25Born 1n south Rus sia, he was edueated L~ 

Poltava, wher e he met Borochov . Coming t o Palestine , he was not 

satisfied with the situation of the Jewish workers . He t herefore 

set h imself to the task of improving their lot. 1Nith the help 
a gr ouo of m~n or ganized 

of a few friends, he founded Hashomer , (T:1e i·:atchman.1,/t o pro-
t he colonies of 

tect t he lives and property of' t he Jev1ish "orkers 1n/PalestL"1e . 

Both Ben Zvi and Ben Gurion , present leader of tbe Histadruth , 

s pent some time s tudying at the univer sity at Cdmstantinople, 

and bot n he and Ben Gurion were later exiled fro~ Palestine by 

the Turkish government . Con ing to America, he endeavored to 

organize a chalutz movement , and was insturmental in the org­

a.'li zat lon (Jf the Ameri can Jewish legion . 

Ben Zvi provi des u s with a striking ins i ght into the con­

di t ions of t he period of t he second aliyah. 26rn Russia, Syrkin 
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had begun to P"IJ'blish the Hebrew magazine, "Hasha.char" • the £1.rst 

attempt to create a socialist-zionist literature in the Hebrew 

l anguage . At t he same time, a chalutz movement began,starting 1n 

Hom.el and drawing recruits from Lodz and other Polish cities . In 

Palestine, two parties were already 1n existence, the Poale Zion 

and the Hapoel Hatzoi.r, the former the more radical of the two. 27 

The central office of the Poale Zion was located at the home of 

Ben Gurion. After a conference of the members of this party (1907) , 

a rmpaper was undertaken, Anfang (The Beginning), in Yiddish. 

In the very adjoining room, Turkenitz was editing Ha.peel Batzoi.r. 

Anfang gave as its place of publication , Alexandria, Egypt. And 

Ha.peel Ha~oir gave Cairo as its place of publication . Both , 1n 

reality , were being published 1n Jaff a, but such subterf'uges 

were necessary to prevent the Turkish officials i'rom seizing the 

printing- presses• and destroying these publicat ion s. 

These were the conditions under which the leaders of the 

J ewish l abor movement in Palestine labor ed. Despite t he pros­

pect of deportation "with t he condition t hat they never return 

to t h is country", if t hey were caught hatching plots uhich the 

Turkish government felt might be dangerous t o its interedts , 

despite the hardships involved 1n organizing t :ie Jewish wor­

kers and conducting meetL~gs to outline their program, the 

leaders of the second aliyah were not deterred. Stubbornly and 

persistently they continued 1n their efforts , for t heirs was 

a task diff icult b}lt necessary. 

Coming from a country 1n which t hey had but recently wit­

netised both pogrom and revolution, desperate in their ef!'orts 

t o realize t heir vision of an organized Jewish working-class 

in Palestine, born of both necessity and idealism, these men 

gave of themselves unsparingly to attain their goal. 
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"KIBBUSH HA•AVODAR" 

The first battle was for "kibbush ha-avodab", the conquest 

of labor, a battle on the part of Jewish labor tor the right to 

work in the Jewish settlements . The chief aim of Jewish labor in 

t his period was to prevail over hired Arab labor, and t o replace 

it by Jewish labor, 1n order to preserve the Jewish character of 

the settlements, as well as to provide work for the Jewish wor-
?8 

kers.- This could not easily be achieved. There were frequent 

disputes between Jewish employers and Jewish workers in the plant­

ations. Thus , owners did not employ Jews, except under great urg­

i ng and protest. So acute did the situation sometimes become, that 

we find in 1908 not only a boycott against Jewish workers, but 

also t hat the farmers of Petacb Tikvah forbade the letting of 

rooos and even the extension of medical help to the Jewish wor­

kers . 29 

There had been, of course, s0?:1e emphasis placed on Jewish 

self-labor even before t he immigrat ion of the second aliyah. \'le 

find a visitor to Rishon le Zion describing in glowing terms 

the conditions in that colony already in 1896. He writes : 30"All 

t hese works (wh i ch he has described) have been executed solely 

by Jewish hands . Jewish hands built the houses and wine- cellars 

in the colony, a..'Yld only Jewish hands are employed in the fact­

ory. As a matter of fact, there is only one non-Jewish offic­

i al in Rishon le Zion." But ci rcumstances were now different . 

Jews were entering the country in increasing l y large numbers . 

And they were insist ent that they receive employment in prer­

erence to the Arabs , even to the co~plete exclusion of t he 

Ar~bs . Thu3 friction was inevitable . 

Jewisn l abor was now militant. In 1904, the Uganda pro-

j ect was being condidered by official zionism. This threatened 
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the cher1ehed ideal of a Jewish rebirth through labor 1n a Jew­

ish land. Because of th.is threat, Joseph Vitkin, teacher and 

labor leader, summoned the Zionist youth of the world, despite 

t he miserable situation 1n Palestine, to settle there. "serve 

and help the nation", was the slogan of his ca11.3lon the eve 

of the meeting of the ninth Zionist Congress, Hapoel Hatzo1r 

took up the cuggels in defense of Jewish labor 1n Pal estine , 

i n a plea that the Congress pay more attention to t!le needs of 

the Jewish workers 1n Palestine. Hapoel Hatzoir reiterated the 

two-fold platform on which the party stood, namely, 1. the con­

quest of work, and 2. the conquest of the soil, by Jewish labor.33 

Conscious of the necessity of creating a Jewish proletariat if 

Jewish colonization was to continue on a firm foundation, Jew-

ish labor made every effort to achieve this goal. 

It insisted not only t hat all the work in Palestine should 

be done by Jewish bands, but that ,.everything made for use in 

Palestine must be made by the people of Palestine.? and not out­

side the country."34 It is not to be ,?onder ed a t , therefore, 

t hat Ben Yehuda writes, in 1908: 35nr was convinced that ere 

long t here would be no Jewish workers 1n them ( the settlements), 

not because the work they did was badly done, nor even because 

it cost more, but because of their ways and custor:is and the de­

mands they made of their employers." He felt that "the farmer 

can under no circumstances submit himself to the demands of 

the Jewish worker merely on grounds of organization."Here we 

.find the class struggle , BD1ong J e,9s, in its grim realities! 

\7lj.at wa s the re sponse of Arab labor to the demands of the 

Je,vish workers? T1iis was practicall y neJ;ligibl e . Except for a 



few scatt ered attacks, Jewish l abor met ·.vith very litt le resis­

tance on the part of the Arabs during the period of the second 

hliyah. Arab anti-Jewish propaganda really started only after 

the 'forld War , when the land-owning Arabs tncouraged the resent­

ment of the Aaab worker against the increasing Jewish imrniga&tion 

in order to assure themselves of a permanent cheap supply of t.rab 

labor . The Effendis felt that the higher wages that Jewish employ­

ers were paying mi ght deprive them of their cheap labor supply as 

the Arab entered into Jewish employment . But this friction was 

unknown in the pre-war period. Whatever ,:.rab-Je·t:ish f ricti on did 

exi st resulted rather from the inherent contz:adictions i !1 the 

Jewish colonization in the land, i.e., the simul &aneous emplo~·­

ment of both Jews and hrabs in the plantations , leading to Jew­

i sh pro t est s against the employment of Arabs , and resulting in 

r r ab resentment. 36 

THE KEREN Ki,YE~.CETH 

The f irst a ttempt cJt ameliorating t J"1e s ituation of the J ewish 

workers was the a t tempt of groups of J ewish laborers to under-

take the culti v&tion zi ~nd h&rvest ing o~ the fiPlds of Jewish 

fa r n.Prs unnPr contract, instPc1d of by ci ay-labor . :37,rhis avoided 

some o~ the ~riction between Jewish employees and Jewish employ­

e r s , as t he e::;plciyees 1:ere no l cin_ge-- under t ne di r ect sur ervisi on 

of the emp!oyer, but were respons ible , ins~e&d , to their own con­

t rac~ing or;;;ani zatic,n . But thi s p::an wc:;s not entirel:· ~a~isfact 0ry 

i~a~much a s the e~plo;·ers :~eared they mi ght lose con1:.ro l compl e t e ly 

ovP" their worl-:ers . The first reel pos.::: l bil i ty for J ewish le.bar t o 

a.chi eve it s ends , therefore, can:e t'1hen the Ziuni ~t organi~ation 

be~an to acqui r e l end i n Fale r tine . 

Jewish labor h.sd f or &. lone timi, r e ..:ogni ::-ed the nece ssi t.y 
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of national ownership of the land for the achje vement of a z1on-

1st-social1st state in Palestine. Finally, 1n the year 1901 this 

need ~as filled by the creation of the Keren Kayemeth, ~~ l~nd, 
ing agency of the later-estab'!.ished Keren Hay e sod ) 

purcha7S'p . The colonizing activities of tM -:Ke7~~yeDJet.Jl, date 

fror.i the year 1907 , making possible tbe expansion of Jewish la­

bor settlements that took place during the period of the second 

aliyah. The p lan for such a fund was the creat i on of Professor 

:iermann Schapira, a professor of mathematics e.t the Universit:v 

of He ide lber.iz. Already 1n the 80 1 s had Sche.pirs. me.de k!lmm his 

~le.n for a national le.nd- uurohasL~~ a~ency. 38 

Sche.p1rs. , real1ZL"1.~ tha t a people could not e~12t wit hout 

e. le..'1'1d1 submitted his ple...T\ for the first tL'!!e to t~e Choveve1 

Zion Convention at Kattowitz in l A84. But t he ~12....~ went unnot­

iced, at l ee.st a s fe..r as practical C0"1sequences are concer~ed. 

~ e a~aL~ presented the plln at the first Zionist Conf;.l"ess at 

13e.sle (1897), :i,a;e. L'l'1 wit!'lout !'esults. FinRlly, at the _fifth 

Co~~~ess o~ t.he Zionist Or~e.niz~tion (Basle , 1901) 1 u..rider the 

ae gis of Herzl , t h e pl2...ri WQS adopted . ~9 Ry that tir.?e , Sche.pira 

•1a.s , '10,·1ever , s1 T>ea.dy dee.d . 

The Fund, e.2 or~aY1ized 1 based i tself on tv,o p!':!..nciples: 
tlie land 

(a) to ~l~ce/et t he disposal of the Jewis~ people , end ( b ) to 

cultivate t·1.e le...l"\d by Jewish wo:-kers . Lri the 2e two e.1.""ls ,,ere 

h ar111onized the nationa listic and t he socialistic ambi tions of 

the Jewish v1orkers in Palestine. The colo11ies heretofore had 

no national ch a?"acter . eit~er wel'e t:'ley primari ly- concer!led 

,1i th the ,ve l f(l.!"8 of the J e ,,ish ,•1or k<;>r . . o,., , ho':l'ev e r , t:1e de­

'l'llands of t h e Jewi sh worker foz- l end and labor were off1c1ally 



re co.cm 1.7.ed and va lidated. More over, t he a ch i evemen t of these 

demands was n ow, for the first time, made possi b le. So much 

di d the demands of l abor influence the administrat ion of the 

Fund , t hat A. Gr anovs ky, financial secretary of t he Je~ish 

::at ional Fund ( o f which t he Keren Kayemet h L1Yi sroel 1s the 

la.11d-pu~chasing agency ), in expressing i ts purpose, c ou ld say,40 

,hat 1ta intention was "To create a J ewish commonwealth which 

shall not be merel y an ingathering of t h e e x ile s, but will be 

an opportunity for f ree ing the national life from the social 

and eco1!omic ills of the c api talis tic orde r ." 

Set tlemen t on t he l and, a c c ording t o the progr am of the 

J e,;ish l,at lbonal Fund, was t o proceed 1n t wo ways : b y putting 

i ndi vidual s on ind i vidual l ot s , or by putting t hem in collec­

t i ve settl ements . The land on which t hese Jewish worker s wer e 

t o l i ve and work was t o r emain in perpetuity the possessi on of 

the Keren Kayemeth L ' Yisroel, and each fami l y was t o r e~eive 

only that amount of la..11d which its Oim l abor coul d cult ivate . 

There was t o be nof hired h e l p on any of t he land belongi ng 

t o the Keren Kayemeth. 41 Thus was the princip l e of n on - ex pl­

oitation of t he l abor of other s built i nto t he very fi'wne work 

of the Zion i st c ol onizat ion ,:,hi cn was to foll ow . 

THE FIRS':' LA.BOP. COLOl' IES 

In 1908, the first r eal cooperat i ve co l ony ~as founded in 

Se djera 1n Gali lee . This sett ler.ient was , of coU1• se , all-J~n•1 i sh. 

Near the set tlement was t he farm. On i t were workers a~d f ar­

mers of vari ous types , Sephardic , Kurdic , and Ashk~nazic . This 

exper iment, the f irst communa l workers• sett l e~ent 1n Palestine , 

lasted only a year and a half, t hen was abandon~d:-. _ / It was the 

44. 
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first achievement in self-management on the part of the Jewish 

worker 1n Palestine. From tlus it was only one step to self­

settlement. This was the process, from the collective 1n Sedj-
42 

era to the kvutzah sett ling pert:1anently on the l and. And the 

collect ive at Sedjera, despite its short life, was to set the 

pattern for colle ctive Je~ish colonization. 

In the same year, ( l.908) a colony was founded at Ein- Ganim, 

:iear Petach Ti.kvah. Thi.s colony was based on the plan that each 

~e~ber shoul d receive a small plot of l and, while worki:lg as a 

hired labofer 1n the city t o secure an income for himself and 

bis family. And 1n t he very same year another colony of Jewish 

workers vias founded at Merchav1ah, under t he leadership of 

Franz Oppenheimer , a German sociaaiogist who had done some wi th 

1n l abor colonization 1n Germany . This colony was supervised by 
~ 

an appointed direct Jor, and the workers received varying wages 

according to t heir productivity ~In 1909 , another colony, des­

tined t o be t he exa:nple par excellence of the achievements of 

Jewish collective settlement on the soil, was founded . Joseph 

Bussel, one of t he founders of Dagania , for this was t he name 

of the most remarkable colony in t ho h istory of the labor set­

tlements , 1n speaking of its founding , say s: "The concept of 

c!lalutziuth needed expansion . And when we beheld the colon i es 

which lived by- hired l abor, t he recognition was strengt he ned 

in us of t he need t o find a new way of life, 1n ,.,hich we 

co-uld work without employer or overseer , and not have others 

\"IOl~k for u s . 1143 

The founding of t hese fi.:-st l abor settlements, deppite 

the aid received f rom t he funds of the Keren Kayemetn, was by 

no inoans an easy task. "h barren wasteland, full of mal aria-



infested swamps, was Dagania 1n 1909 , when thtss small group of" 

pioneers first stepped upon its soil . " Nevertheless, undismayed 

hy the immensity of their task, they set to work, drainL~~ the 

swamps , worki.11.g the soil , buildin~ their colony. In the face of 

almost insurmountable obstacles they applied t he??LSelve s with 

stupe!ldous effort t o th.e task of reclaiming the barren land. 

T~ey sought "to prove, fi.?'st to themselves, a~d then to others, 

thEit t he Jew '-':.lS e e.f:)able of ,vork1n~ t he soil, and t he.t t he Jew­

ish worker was capable of managin~ a settle~ent . " 44 

One of the worst enemies t hat tl-tese ea.rly pioneers had to 

l'T!eet was the locust . Benari describes the onsls.u~h t of this 

most dreaded enemy of the kvutza.'l: "Ee >Y!1o has not seen these 

a~ies of crawlinp: loausts can h ardly visua lize the horror of 

t h is destroy1ng invader . Not only the fields , bUt also the 

yar~s were full of them. They s at on all the ~alls, on the 

tabl es , glut t in.~ everyth Ll1P. the"T found . Many of the trees 1n 

the garrten were covered ••1th the shirts of t he co!:'.rades for 

pr otection, and appeared like dead 1n ghostly shrowds: but 

the uncovered trees were le:t't standinp: without leaves with1n 

a few scant minutes • • •• 11 45 

Despite the loeusts, and despite the swampland , the group 

L~ Dagania persisted. It was small, consisting originally of 

only 12 menf and w0!11en . But these men and wonen succeened 1n 
r.'\ 

achiP-v~ing their aim LTl cominp; to the country, "to baild and 

to be built" by it . The history of t he col0!1.y at Da~ania is 

a r.lorious ch a";Jter in t he h istory of the Jewish labor move­

!':lent in Pale s t i n e . !1ot only did it serve e.s a prototype for 

the truly coll ective kvutzoth which were to f olloYI, but its 

endurance and success Rave l.JT!pe tus to the formation of these 



collective colonies wh1.ch were to f ollow, and which were to 

provide a firm basis for t he effort s of Jewish labor 1n Pal­

estine,demonstratin~ that Jewish labor was capable n ot only of 

i dea lism, but also or making that idealism the basic pattern 
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of their lives. In t h is sense , t he h ist ory of DaRania is 1n 

truth "the h istory of the whole labor movement 1n Pa l esti ne."46 
first,4M-

Not a small part of the success of the/colonies was due 

to the 1.nspirin.i.: presence and indefatigable t oil of their 

l eaders, men like Gordon , Br enner , Tabenkin , Trumpeldor , Ben 

Zvi, and others. It was their clear vision and courageous ex­

ample which encouraged the Jewish workers 1n their conquest of 

the soil, and enabled the work t o go f orward. In Kinner eth (and 

l ater 1n Da,a:ania), A. D. Gordon "lived in his small room near 

the l arge didinp; hall , and late at n i ght a faint ray of l ight 

emerged" from his window. Tabenk1n and other thinkers were to 

be f ound there . Between Dagania and KL~ereth , a s~all group 

settl ed to carry on e.xperi:nental work 1n p;ardening . Amoruz them 

were Zvi Schatz a.~d Berl Katzenelson. Later t here came to these 

new colonies "Ossyah" , as Joseph Trumpeldor was known , who 

"harbored visions of large workers ' s colonies, comprising t hou­

sands of fe.m111es ."47 

EFFORTS AT ORGANIZATION 

l~ot only did the second ali yah pave the way for the l ater 

development of collective labor colonies (k:vutzoth), but it al­

so paved t he way for the eventual for mat ion of the Histadruth, 

the General Federation of Gewish Labo~ 1n Palestine, orRanized 

in December , 1920 . The second aliyah r ecognized the\value of or­

~an ized effort on t he part of Jewish labor, a.~d was responsible 



for new forms of labor organization. 

Amon~ the early achievements of organi zed Jewish l abor was 

"Hashomer", an organi zation founded by the Jewish workers to 

fulfill the functions of sel£-defense and watbb. It was pre­

ceded by a few experiments. In 1908, the organization °Bar­

Giyora" was founded , through the efforts ot Ben Zvi and others, 

for the protection of Jewish life and property 1n the colonies . 

Up until t h at time , t 'he J enish settlers , fobidden t he use of 

arms, had relied entirely on Arab watchers 1n the colonies . The 

~r oup Bar- Gi yorab. took over t h is function . I t wa s more than an 

orQa.'l"l. izat i on for self- defense, h owevera it was also a group ot 

men inter e sted 1n t he expa..'1'1 s1on of Jewish labo!'. Thus it was the 

Bar- Gi yorah group t hat created t he collective 1n Sed1era . 48And 

the same was true of Ha shomer , the organization wh ich followed 

Bar-G1yorah, whose basic fun ct ions were l abor and self-defense . 

Amon~ the orRa.nizers of Hashomer must be mentioned Yisrael Sho­

chat, who had studied with Ben Gu.rion and Ben Zvi at ~onstanti­

nopll. In Judea, the fact t hat t he watch had consisted of non­

Je}b'h workers had hardly mattered, for t he Judean coloniew 

were l ar~e, and ther e was hardly any annmmitton amonR the Arabs, 

plus the f act that the fear of the government was great . But 1n 

Galilee it bec~~e increasingl y necessary to have a Jewish watch 

be cause of f r equent Arab raids . 49 

The members of Has homer would take ofer the guardL~~ of a 

col ony on conrli tion t hat Jewish labor was used exclusivel y i n 

that colo~y . These guards wottild be at their posts froo six in 

the evenints until six in the morning . "All n ip-ht lona t heycir­

cled the walls on t he qui vive , listening for the slightest 

stirrinit out in t he fields ." ·,,ith the cor:11ng of t he Jewish 
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guards , and the admission of more Jewish workers in t he colon­

ies, "a aew spirit wa s born 1n the colony. Ther e was sin~inR 

and danci.~~ 1n the even1n~s •••• The apathy which had brooded 

over the place was dispersed, and t hose colonists who had fought 
completely 

for the Jewish guards felt themse lves/v1ndicated."50rr for no-

thing else , the work of Hashomer mus t be r emebered for its re­

sulting spiritual strength, as an aRency for the bolster1n£ of 

t he morale of these earl y Jewish colonies. 

But equally important was the colonizin~ activity of t he 

Sb()!Tl.r im. The Shomrim stationed at Meschach . for exa.nple, consis­

t in~ of Gi leadi (after whom Y-.far G1lead1 was named), Gad-Kura.kin , 

Seid, and others, resolved to found a sett lement of the ir own 

1n Upper o,111ee. Arran~ements wer e made with Kalvarski, r epre­

sentative of t he ICA for Upper Galilee, a.T'ld t hese colonists were 

soon settled 1n Metullab . 5Lrhus t he Shomrim, through such under­

takings a s the colonization at J.letullah , served as a r eal force 

for the expansion of Jewish labor colonization. 

TEE HISTADRtTTH EACLAITR 

With t he e,rne.T'lsion of labor col onization in Galilee , there 

arose the need for l abor or~ani zation . Thus one of' ... he earliest 

workers' organizations , Hachoresh , a.rose in Galilee, in Sedjere . 

r:'his was a federation of the worker s of Galilee , 52 which" strove 

to r a ise a gener ation of peasants , healthy Ln body a.nd soul." In 

rur al Galilee , 1n t he uor ~ of the fields, they saw the mea._~s of 

cree:ting the Palestinian laborer . Hachoresh did not last long, 

but from it developed (also coming to life in Galilee), t he first 

apxicultural federation 1n Palestine . 

This ,q:r eater achievement wss t he Ristad.ruth Hacla1th . Driv-



en by t he1l" strug.c!le fol" work, and by the need of caring for 

t he newly-srrived Jewish workers, t he workers of Galilee and 

Judea banded toget her to form this farm laborer's or~aniaation . 

(1910-1911). This was t he first trade union in Palestine, and 

was the f orerunner of the present Histadruth. Al l of the work­

ers 1n the Moshavot , hired or independent, ( 1.ncludin,z those in 

handicraft as well as those engaged in agriculture) were af­

filiated with this union . 

A. M. Kolar, on the occasion of t he 25th a.11J11versary of 

its founding , describes its ber,~ningi 53rtwe were a few workers 

scattered throughout t he country. A number of u s wer e in t he 

lar~e colon ies of Judea and Galilee, and others on t he two 

nati onal f arms at Ben Sheman and Ruldah. There was not orl'!an­

izat ion or any connection between one ,n-oup of workers and an­

other. Every newcomer was left to his own f ate---'!'he two exist­

ing parties, Hapoel Hatzoir and Poale Zion , were t hen very 

weak, and their i nformation bur eaus Rave no pract ical assis­

ta.t'lce . " 

The first meetinr, of t h4s organization ~ook pla c~ in Ein 

- GanL,n (ne!l.r Petaeh Tikvah) . A f ew dozen delep:ates and a num­

ber of guest s were present . The progrrun adopted celled for 

mutual aid and t~e establisb.~ent of l abor institutions. It 

was dec i ded to form the Histadruth Poale Jehuda (Federat ion 

of the Workers of Judea). Shortly before, there had taken 

place t he meet ing of the workers of Galilee ( at Dagania). A 

f ew years a fterward, t here wa s established the Histe.druth 

Poale Sho!!l.ron . It we.s t he se three orga.~iza tions which later 

gave rise to the Histadruth Hapoalim ~a- haclaim, which 1n 

turn became the nucleus of the present Hi stadrut~. 54 

so. 



51. 

A dif ficul t proble m confronting the Bist~druth Eaclaith 

\'I~:: the relationship between the two parties , (Hapoel Hatzoir 

and f oale Zion ) , whose membershi p it embraced. !:iiany o!' the l':or­

kers were Uilb.ff iliated wi th either par t y , c2.nd "'. a !1ted to enlarge 

the f ield of acti vity of the nistadruth fiaclaith , to include 

coo oP rbtive coloniza tion , cultural octlviii~s, and roli tical 

activity (such as repres e ntation in the Zionist-Congresses). 

The individual r.art i es resi~ted this pr ogram of expansion, but 

it~ su pporters gained their objectives , 

~ince t he s t&te mbde no provi~ion for the ; r o tection 6f wor­

k"'r:: , the ... =orkers' Fund (Kupath Chol in·) wa. s !'ounded. The need 

f e r a fund for the care of sick v,,orkPrs had alread:, ~on~ bE>fo r e 

be ~ n recognized , and ol r eady in 1903 had iiopoel Eatzo ir agi t-

c t-d. f o r the establ ishment of ~uci1 a fund .55 The chief deterrent 

t o :he founding of the fund wa.s the inne r s trife t hc.t wos prev­

alent &mon~ the workers . Fi nally , in 191Z , the Kupa th Choli m 

w&s founded to meet this need. 

In the folaiowing :;:er, 191Z,, the Palestine ·:,:orkers' Ftmd 

(begun thro~h the efforts of Po ale : i on ) was founded. In con­

~ec':.ic,n ,vi th the Fund, a bure,u o:' inf or!ll&tion a.nd emc::oyrr.ent 

~b~ e!t2tlished . The Fund ' s s~rv ices we~e ~&de bva ila~!e to 

2 1 1 of the wor~ers , Fegardless of individuaJ uarty aff i l iations.56 

:'er :r.eny ye o.rs it \'10 ::. o _ue e t t !1e needs o: the J ewish workers of 

Palestin e , t o r ovi d e employ:r.ent for them, to car"y them over 

:-e:-i0d s c f u-:wrr. , J o::r:-.ent with fins :?1ci~"'.. &id , end :.he like . ·1·ith­

ou: the aid ~end ered by the Ku~~th Choli~ and the Fal@s :ine 

'"orkers' Fund , the Jewish workers of Palestine could haddly h ave 

overcor.ie their man:,· dif ficu:: ties . 
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IN THE CifT'IIES 

A distinctive fea ture of the Jewish l abor movement 1n Pal­

estL~e is its emphasis on aRricultural labor . This is, of course, 

entirely u:1derstandable 1n vie,v of the conditions of Jewish la­

bo~ 1.!l t he diaspora, motivatin~ the Jewish worker in Palestine 

t o return to productive labor on the soil . Thus, wh ile land­

labor 1n Palestine ~as already being well or~anized, ~e do not 

fL~d organization proced1n~ at so rapid a rate among the urban 

~•,orkers . A contributin~ !'actor to t h is situation we.s the fact 

t hst ~onsiderable capital was available to those sett lL"lg on 

thero11, which encouraged most of the labor immiRr ents to en-

t er LDto agr1cultuna l work. The con sequence was that most of 

t he Jewish l s.borers that were to be found 1n the cities were 

Sephardic or Ori~nta l Jews , \?ho ,1er e hard to organize . 57 

The first effort at the o:flganization of urbe.n worJi:ers in 

P~lestL~e wa s t he printers' union, for::1ed i.~ J e~salem already 

L~ 1897 . As is usually the case , the or~ani zation resulted f'rom 

so~e very definite needs of those employed L'i t he printin~ of 

~ebrew books , etc . The conditions u.,der which these ~en ~orked 

~~d e~ai ns t ~hich they protested were: a 12-~ our day , at a sal­

~y of only 15 f r an cs per week, making it necessafej for some 

of them to i :npose upon charity in the effort to augme!"l.t t heir 

inco:-1es . The original pri11t ers1 orgs.nizatio!"l. , for~ed to fight 

e.rc.b.st t hese condit ions, lasted only t\'10 weeks. A new or12:an­

izat1on, f ormed L.~ 1902, demanded and s tcce~ed in receivin~ 

e. ten- hour ,.,o.,...idl1.t; da." , e.."ld dissolved i r.!!nedi~tely after-:za.rd . 

!~ 1907, a.'iot~er Pt tempt was made at s llevi~t L'i~ t he labor 

condi t ion s of the printers i..'1 Jerusalem, Af ter strike-breaking , 

police i!'lterference , and a rabbfrtice.l ba..~ a~a1nst the workers , 



( who wer e en::taged 1n printing Prayer-Books , etc .) , the print­

ors' strike ended 1n defeat. It had l asted 11 days . 58 

Very similar was the situation 1n other br anch es of in4us­

try. With the be~inn1n~ of bui lding\1-11 Tel Aviv ( 1908 and onward), 

workers arrived 1n the city 1n considerable nm!1bers to engage 

L"l bui ldin.a;- work. Recormizin2 t he need of ori:tanizetion of t hese 

workers , a group of Jewish l aborers proposed that all new buil­

din~ operations be entrusted t o its hands . But t her e was no u­

nity among the buildinR- workers, and quarrela e.mo~~2t themselves 

re sulted in a mass e mplo:yment of Arabs. In t h e buildina: of t he 

Technikum at Haifa, a. further problem presented itself. There 

e..!'ose a conflict between t he Jewish iml"11g?"ant labo:r eler!ents 

and tbe non- J'~h l e.borers , the latter claiming that t hey 

had prior ~i~ht to ~hatever work was available because of t he 

fact t hat they were lorn~-established residents of Ra:tf'a . 59 

Orr,~ation of urba.~ lRbor continued to be 41ff1cult . 

This was , as has been poL~t ed out , at least partially the fault 

of t~e wor~ers themselves, who were divided by inner stri~e . 

The existin~ l a bor oraa.~i zRtio~s exerted very little e ffort L~ 

behalf of urban labor , concentratinP, their att ention on t he 

agricultural settlements , e..~d t~e pr ollems of city labor were . 
.AJ-

not on t h e:M- way t oward a satisfactory s olut ion unt il after 

t he Wor ld War . There were , h o,,eve r, a seri es of lab or co:1fer­

ences , at which Jewish labor shoY>ed an awalcen1nr: consciousness 

of i t s nroblems . In 1911 end 191?., there ~as extensive pP.rti-
- demonst 

cipation aJ so in the Hay lat fratio!la . And 1-!aif a and Jaf-

i'a could airady boa et of Jr.for1'!lation 9..THi Bmployrne~t bureaus . 60 

Thus, at the outbr eak of the war, the soil had been prepared 

.tor the seeds of development tbat we!"e later t o follow , e.nd 
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although urban labor had not achieved t he degre• of or,:anization 

thst alrea~y marked ar,ricultural l abor, 1 s prob ems were elread­

~ cleAr, and t heir solution seemen not far off. 

* 

Pro rass had been made duri r. the periods of he first and 

sAcond Aliyoth , 1881- 82 and 1904- 06 . 1•any of t;hP difficulties 

encounte ed by the 11embers of the first aliyah were successfully 

dealt with b~ t.he 1nnovat ons of the second . To the ~enui.ne 1deal­

i sM of he first aliyah, the members of t h A second a liyah added 

fort it:\lde , and pr act 1ca l cooperAt 1 ve effor t . 

'ilhe och i nvPmen s of the second a liyah were two- fold: (a) 

~he achievement of successfu l , self- in1t1ated , and self- ~o~aP.ed 

coopet-at1ve colonies . (At t he outbreak of the i'forld Viar , tlier e 

ere 11 such 'kvutzoth )~1 (2) The rormot ion o<' elfecttve labor 

or~anizetions and 1nst1tut1ons to cope ~ith the many problems of 

t~P -T"'"'i sh l eoorPr in t ~P cit:1es . 'i'be!'f\ still vtPT"e meny problems 

left unao1 ved: (\1tf1culties tn lack of funr'ls , t h e ne4.d of hiring 

Arab workers 1n t he colonies durin; eertain seasons , inadequate 

crops in per iods«£ drought, the place of '"°"'an and t he f 81'1ily 

in the cooper~t ive colony, effective unton12at 1on of the urban 

norkers , who were split in factions, and t he like . But these 

oroblems t oo were on thetr way t o s olution . 



CHAPTER III. 
TRnLS Alm TRIUMPHS.,. 

( 1914- 1932) 



56. 

CHAPl'ER III. 
TRIALS AJ:O TRrtn;PHS 

TEE WAR 

orr10.o coneua or 191~ revealed that the nwn­

ber ot workera 1n t he settlomenta berore tho outbroak ot the 

.orld War was 801 ,.650 of tthom were mon and 151 WO'l'!lon . On tho 

t an:i3 or tr.e Je 1sh Na t ional Fund , t her o were also 170 workoro , 

ist.ri bt,tod o.s r ollowa : in K1nnor eth, 23; 1n Da.ge..n1a, 28 ; 1n 

Ben Shecen , 56 ; 1n F.uldab, 23 ; 1n Gan Shr.ruol , 6 . 1'rh1a , then, 

rop~c3ontod t h o stngus ot labor eoloniz~t ion 1n tho Palest i.~e 

settleocnta before tm war . Ho d i d the•~ affect thoso workers? 

Alt~ough Paloat1no was not immediately dre.,,n into the arena 

of the 71orld ar , th oeo, om1c o.nd soc _al of. ects ot tho 1tar 

•ory eu.rly made t hemselvea felt t ·"lo Jewi:ih colo111ea . Thi s 

was evldonoo by th.roo r esulta..~ts: deprea31on , unemployment , 

nnd o g.rat1on . Produc t ive upbu1ldL,g 1n tho c1t1es ae well aa 

L"'l t t.c colonlea e to~ htllt . Tho Z1on13t Banlt anut it• d oor~, 

~ ......... ug erodlts pfor new Eutorpr13o dif 1cult t o obtain . Unomploy­

:n'llnt ovortook the workers of t h o Jewish colonies , and of U1e 

urbtL~ ce~ter s 1n jerusale~ and Tel Aviv as woll. To add t o t he 

hardo:11ps of tho situation , t he prices or foodstut!'o a."ld other 

neces:i.1..A;les rooo o ur1;>recedented hei ghts . 

7!e situat ion 1n the colonleo or Galilee , which wero bet­

tur equ1cpod ,1th graln , raising a g ood deal of their O\'m pro­

uc<> , was better tho.n t hat in t ho colonies of Judea and 1n tho 

cities . ':'hu::1 Ga lilee bocar.io a source or r ood- supp ly for t he 
Galilee 

i:or ker :l o!' J •..1dea , and sor: e of t ho workers car.c to/ ibutaa to live . 

Dl.lt5ania, one or tho Go.lileo.n colo111es , was , for ox anpl e , abl e 

to ~loorish and develop because of the great den and for grain . 

3ut t .1e s 1tuat1o,, t hrourhout t he court.ry r emained diffi cult . 
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The continuod exlatenco or Palestinian Jewry, i ndeed , be­

cm:e , during t ho progree e or the war , dependent on a1d from A­

aorica. Amor1oan tunds aided greatly 1n tiding the Palest.1n1an 

•orkers over tho period of crisis . The money , l t must be said 

t o tho crod1t or the Jewish workers , was raroly used r or direct 

rol1of. Instoad , 1t was given as loans t o privat e eoployer a , ::sa­

k1ng 1t possible tor thm to undortalce new entorprl aos and sus­

tain o~d ones , wtich were ablo to aboorb some or t he Jo 1sb la­

bor. ~hi s wao a part1eulo.rly fortunate arrango~ent , since tho in­

stitutions or labor , aomo of whi ch ere already organized bt,fore 

the war , were ae yet 1n thoir in!'ancy , and were unablo to cope 

1th tho crisis to pro71de •or tor those who were unemployed. 

·any fled tron Paiestlno. Con~Jsion was wi desproad . a ooo 

of those who a ttempted to escare tho country wore rorc!bly brought 

back. :'hero waG a weodL"\g- 011t of cit1~eno ot enemy coun tries , and 

oventu~lly , tho c0!:1plete o?acuat 1on of Jatra and Tol vlv, ord­

erod b7 Hassan 3ek, tho ~-u.rk1oh 16ader , 1n ordor t o keep tho pop­

ulace or Jarro and Tel Aviv a ay fr<n1 t.o ~ront . 2 

n; THE L'"VUT ,i;.(Yl'n 

or the 100, 000 Jews 1n Pale.Jtino in 1914, 12 , 000 lived 1n 

a total or fifty a.gridultural aettlenent s . 3 Eleven or tnoae set­

tlements wero cooperative labor sottlement3 , or Kvutzoth .1 ~he 

a1tuat1on in these kvutzoth durins the •a..r may be r c lid1ly seen 

from tuo records or some of tho pioneer women . One woman \Yrites: 5 

"There erG 1."'l hiding among us ( 1n Kvutzoh Ac.'woh) comrades from 

every corner of the country . They were hiding fror.1 the agenti s of 

tne Turki sh 8overrunent , fror.. tho period i c searches and seizures . " 

1.L.10:::t broken by the m1ser1os t hat the3o expulsions brought , she 
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~elates how ahe was called, at two o' clock one morning , to a 

c.oet1ng ooncorning "om- r osponsib111ty to the homeles3 ••• wo could 

~ot be content with g i ving them shelt er merol y ae long as they 

s t ayod with us ..... e had to look cir ter t hem until t hey had found 

so::io sort or permanent rotuge . " 

"Tho brutality of tho goverm:tent increased day by day ••• Tho 

arresta 1noroaaed, and among tho chief sufferers ,ere the loadora 

ot the Poale Zion and tho cO!:'lrades of Ha ah0r.1er ( tho Jo"ish watch) ." 

~hon the goverm:iont 1aaued a last warning to all of the me~bera 

of tho J ewish sett lement , that "All a1 men ot military ago should 

ropo~t to h adquartors . " ln th1a connection trust be ment ioned an 

h r ole episode 1n tho lit of tho kvutzob . Amon6 tho workers 1n 

Potach ~1kTo.b, t hero were sor..a of Au~tr1an c1t1zonsh1p. In order 

"to ...ake up tho tally of tho nunbor of men who woro oxpoctod t o 

ropo:-t , thoy dec1'1ed t o g1vo thomoolvoa up aa ho:Jtagea, ( Bo1.~g 

t ho nationals or an allied ;,owor , they t',ought thoy 1tould be 

aato tro::- harm) . ~.l?'o or them died 1n t ho Domaacue prison ."6 

After tne war, when a now workor' s • ttlocont nos estnnli shed 

1n Potaeh '4'1.kYu.h , 1t wa:, nL'.:led Givath Ha- Shloshah , "The Hill of 

lhe ~h:oo , • 1n ~ocory or the t oo oomradoo who d1od t o protect 

others . 

ln ~iborlaa , t· o situat ion was part i cularly oeTore . Hunger 

L"ld d1seo.se becOJ:10 1doapreo.d. A relier co•rlittoe was for ued , 

hoaded by Uoier Di~on&o~f (l&te M4yor o! Tel Aviv) , to aid t~ 

sutrerera . 7 .Ji:! .1 orr wont ~P to Da::uuscua , t.o r.ialnte.1."1 coc:mm-

1cat1ono ,un b tween the Paleotl!\O settlements and orld J ewr y . 

Joseph Buo aol , still alive at that tiDo (Buseol , ono of tbe foun­

d~ra of Daga.~1a , d1ed 1n 1919 at the ace ot 29) , was tho repre -

3entat 1 ve or tho norke:-s on tho eomm1 ttee , and on him fell the 



~U'ficult roapons1b111ty ot sett l L"tg the 1ml:dgrana s 1n s~e 

new location . 

':'hose who sut tored c ost , perhaps , throughCNt the war per ­

iod, were the wo::.en , particularly the uno_arrl ed w0:1en . Hunger 

was tdeapread, and work was nowhere to be had, so that 11.fo 
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lost all :::tO&."'lin& to SO';le of the:n, who becane h opel eea and despon­

dent . ~1ber1aa waa "tilled with soldiers , co3t l 7 Ge ans r•bo were 

r.aatera in Palesti ne et the t~e) • l!oaey and provi sions were plen­

t 1!\ll con them, and a r oartul wave of prostitut ion apread through 

~he starving tOffll . 

!n t ~ i• situat ion , t he orkers of Palestine could not and 

would not re::;a1n paas1 vo . On t· .e eortrary, they ir,ore epurred on 

to n ow e~er gency ef~orts at aelt- hel p . ~his consisted as of the 

ce~tralizat1on of agrte~ltural orgun1znt1on and acti•ity, t he 

develo;r.,ont or no• tor. 1 or ccm::ru.nal settlo~ent , the foundin& 

o~ tne co~s\.Cer• ' eoo.'°~ativo Ba::i.aahbir , the 1ntene1£1cat1on ot 

the 7ork of th• Kupath CnolL"l, and tho bogi.ruli.ng or systonatic 

agricultural act1v1 c7 . 

An innovation t.o r.eet the need.s of t he g1rla 1n t ho col0-

nie1 wa3 the wo;on wo~kers • Jcvutzo.h . Hannah Ch1s1lc was inetru­
/:'\ 

ental L"l creating a.ici. a kvutzah 1n ':1bor1a:s . 31\to relatea:8 

"'I worked out t l•e details , pre po.rod 4'uc1get , ••• J oeeph Buaoel 

obtained for u:s a loan or a hundrod r t-a...,ce 1th wh ich to lease 

~he garden h1.,h .. e were t o work . :;o 9ooner wo.s the 1nrormat1on 

o~t , than dozens or you~s g1rla , t he daughter, of 1ml:l1grant ta­

c111e:s , appli ed . But th e nu1:1bcr of free p_acos ff&.G 11., 1ted, and 

~he 11st was a~once filled . " Tho lot o~ these girl, 1n the first 

•o:nen ' a kvutzoth waa not an ea.oy ono . Hardship and privat i on 
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were their constant companion s . However , progress was made. 

A s 1m1la.r attempt was undertaken near Kinereth . The su18 

c1do of one young wonan9 served a s a warning that something had 

t o be done . lhen Bussel suggested a women' s kvutzoh , a plot or 
land tor thi s purpose ( near Kinereth) was acquired . The girls 

were t. o l ive on the land , but their chief 1.ncor.te was to come 

r,, outside work . Somo of the won on woul d cook for the men 

who wore at work draining t he K1nner eth swamps . Others r ound 

eeasonl l e:sployment 1n the ne i.gboring kvutzoth or K1nnereth am 

Daeanla . Sor:e w en were abl e to au.gment tho1r incocos by doing 

aewing. J'oney tor tools and other initial expenses ot tho kvu­

t s:o:1 ot unemployed girls was obtained f'rom the Zionist Bureau 

1n Jatra as an "advance . "lOi t 1G L"ltereatir.g to point out that 

a now feature of this kvut%oh waa the tact that the member• 

wore , to a sroat oxtont , atr a."l.8era to each other , Heretofore , 

tho kvut~oth (like D &nia) had boon ~ado up ot oembor~ who 

cw::o t"ror.. t ho eo.mo place , lmow each other , and held comnon 

vlo a . Tho dovolopc:-ont or t h1o tondoncy or the kvut zoh to 

~bGorb outa1dero , t horotoro, 1e a di.root conaequenco or t~ 

condi t ion• produced. by tho "ar • 

In tho attompt to cope •1th tho problomo of this period , 

not only wora o:::en•o ~-vutzoth orgwi1zod, but other new kvu­

t:ot h care into bo1n&, aucn •• Am.al , Ach1m, Earo.h, As1d , etc . 

~h6ao ve.rio 1.n foM?: . tont o~ thee , ho evor , wore true kvutzotb , 

"to e cer.cbor 11. vod t.oget,."r 1n o:io Ca:itn.UlG , aha.rod a common 

~1tc '>n , co on household, etc . Tnle a.t t empt ot d1ocover1ng 

new tor.:ia ot oom...-un~l eottlo~ont boro !'M.11t 1n tho ooloniea 

h.o.t wero ror-;0d af'tor tl., •e.r . J.!any of tho feature • of t hese 

09.l"l er lC"'lutzoth , born or nooo ao1ty , wore l a t or t o be embodied 
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onlea . li . e ., tho L"lclus1on o~ pe~sons w~o were toa a l str angers 

11&. 

· " issi on ~o t he kvutzor.J'. etc . ) 

A.not?::.e:- i?:l <rta.-,t e!'!°or t at se:..r- '"telp duri.:ng thl..s period 

-· .. c:- ga.ni:a ~ ion tte co su::1ers' coope~ative li&::lB.sho~ . 

••• !.a or-0&:11::a:ior. , t'ou.."lded 1n l~ - 6 , was born out o~ a."l e_tort 

-="'• te:-~1~-• s_tu&~!.<r.l to e .. ort hl~ pr~ces to:- !'ood- sturts 

!':-o- ~ 030 1n need o: food . Bales or cloth , grain , sugar end oil 

Ga.:!:ee . : n !.ta seco:ld !'1'&.J' 0~ ex!.:r:e::ice ( _918) , :: &:::a sh b 1r a !.ree.d7 

h.ad :.:so , r, ~ ":.Cl! or~:. o!" c;oods i::1 !.:s 11e.reto-J ae:, . _1 
.., 

n !.:e r.be or~ coop,e:-at1ve was t:ie c:.ain-

6-'",d ~e. oeccr-e as wel:. e. colon-
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Textile . This was first a partnership, and later was regi stered 

as a 11mited company, canpletely independent of Hamashbir. 12 

The Kupath Chol1m (i7orkers ' Sick Fund) also expanded its 

a ct ivities during t he war years . Brought into existence by the 

initiative ot the Jewi sh agricultural workers or Judea and Gal­

ilee 1n 1913 , 1n the att empt t o ai d theae workers 1n adjusting 

themselves to t he hardships of t he climate and the needs of pi ­

oneer l ife , 11 was calll d upon to engago 1n 1norc oxte!'l:3.:.ve ~cti­

vity during the wo.r years . 1.'lhen t he Jewi sh communi ty was more or 

less cut off from the outside world, the Kupat Cholim was called 

upon not only t o serve its members , but also t o combat t he dis­

ease which hunger and deprivat ion brought 1n their wake . It was 

not unt il the establisbnent or t he =1stadruth 1n 1920 , however, 

t~at the united sick fund of to~a7, under one central manage­

~ent wi th branches tbroug:1out t ~e country nas established. 13 

Another labor inst i tution t hat witnessed develoJ,"Elnt dur­

bg the ,10 7ears was the Palesttne ·-:orkers ' Fund, (~upath Po­

all:o ~retz Yisr oel}. This rund, founded 1n 1908 by t he Poale 

Zio.1, ffas 1n realit 7 t he "first financial i n strument f or prole­

tarian action 1n Pale3t1.ne . "14rts actual ~ork dates f rom 19 13. 

!>urL.g t he first 10 yea.r3 of its exl::;tence , t !lis f'Und he l ped t o 

ra~3e half o. mill ion dollars for Palestine . One of i t s pri.r.lary 

nch teveL.ents curi."lg t·i e war years -nns t he assistance it r cnder ­

od 1n t~e found1nG o~ fO\t ~ lcwtzoth 1n upper Galilee : T.far G11-

ad1 , A:,eleth Ho.- Shachl\.r , l~achanay1m, and Tel Cha1 , 15 Here , \?here 

hereto.fore only a re,, weak colonle s had exi sted, Jewish labor 

uas given an opportunity to settle and cultivate new land . And 

t hia at a tine of widespread crisis . 



16 Kaplansky l ists , as its achievements , (be sides the coloni-

:at1on ~ork in upper Galilee) , t ho building or Shechunat h Boro­

ehcv , (a workers ' s ett lement) , t he t ool- ct:tmpa1gn (to provide 

tools f or the workers of Palestine , the developmmt of the 1ndu­

tr1al labor cooperatives 1n the cities , and, what was most im­

portant during the Viar , the relief act1v1t1es i t r endered Jew­

~s;i labor during the nar crisis . The Palestine r:orkors ' Fund 

was the first institution of the Poale Zion organizat ion 1n 

Palest ine . Its his t ory 1a intimately bound up ~1th the entire 

hist ory or the Jewish l abor movement 1:1 Palestine . 

The original program of t he Palestine ·::orkers• Fund \1as 

outlL"lod L, t he Articles of t.h~ Palest 1ne ·:icn•kers ' Flind as fol♦ 

j_ows : 17"The 1m of t =ie Palestine ·,:orkers• Fund is to facili tate 

t he irJl!.1grat1on of Je~ish ~orker s into Palcs tL~e and adjacent 

l a."lds , and to make sec-..ire t heir economic position . " To achi eve 

t his end, the fund soul}1t t o "(a) establish L~formation and en­

plOJl:lent bureaus , ( b) support end maintain immigrant sheltering 

:.o: e s , lode,L"li:;s , and kindred 1.nst 1tut1ons ~or '>IOr.,wrs , ( c) aid 

the trade , coo~crative and political orga.~1zat1ons of the Jew­

ie:, wor':i nc; class b Pale stine a!'ld adjacent lands , (d) support 

t he cul~urul inst i tution s , such ~s libraries , reading roon s , 

no~·1sp:Jrc?"!'.l , 1.>ook publishing , etc . " To t.h~se aims wa.s appended 

too followL"lG notice : 11:'he Palcst~'le ·::orkors ' Fund nssists only 

L, 3ti tutions of orca,,L;ed TIOrke!'s , but 1n no ca3e private indi -

~'i1th the deve lor-ent of the :.istadruth a."'ld i~a ins t i tut­

i ons, the \10:-:. o~ tr.e Palos tine ', .'or~cr ' :J ?und had to be rede­

fL-,ed . Duri:lg its co~tL"'luod exi s tence as a soparate orga.niza-
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t ion (up until 1925) , it a ccomplished much along the line s of 

its wor k as outline d a.bove . In t he year 1925 i t became ar Ubs-1d-

1sry organization of the Hevrath Ha- Ovd 1m, ( t h e Society of Wor­

~er s) , Thereaft e r , it conduc ted the Tool - campaign (already men ­

t ioned) in c ollab oration wi t h the League f or Labor Pal e s tine . 

Preuss , ~speaking of thi s F\lnd, s ays , 18 "The Palestine r;orkers' 
instru 

fund is an un i que ~ ent or l abor on the r oad to econ01nic 

and financi a l independence . ~ 1th out it s enduring strength, an 

i ndependent p o3it1on for labor 1s unth inkable . " 

Through those channels t he Jewish \1orke1•s attempted, dur­

L~g the war period, to provide employment , and t o provide ror 

all of the needs of the Jewish wor~ors of Palest i ne . All or 

these activitio s strengt:1ened t he Je'71sh labor movement con3id­

orabl y , preparing the uay for un1!1od effort . Thi s ~as final l y 

brought about -n i th t he f oroat ion of the 1:1stadruth after the 

o.r . Tho war had tested t~e endurance and strength of the Jew­

~ah l abor mo~ement . I t had, to be sure , dil:linisr.ed t h e nunber 

of uorkers 1n PalestL'1e , but h ad produced new ventures 1n co­

operat ive eff ort on t he po.rt o!' labor , and sh own that Je•:•ish 

l~bor ~as capable of united eff ort . 

TBB THI.HD ALIYAH • 

. \t the outbreak of the ',','orld ·.:a.r , t he J ewi s~\ populat i on of 

Palestine v1as 100 , 000 as agai?1st 600 , 000 Arab s . 19 After t h e war , 

t he Jewish popul.:1t ion had f allen t o only 60 , 000- - t'h.e lo-:,ost p oint 

L-1 t l.e ent 1 e decade of 1910- 1320. 20 i:io\'lever , soon after t he war 

nas over, t , e Jewish populat ion of Palestine Ll'\creased. I n t he 

year 19 19 , 2 , 616 Jews entered the country, and in the following 

year 7 , 729 ne~ immigr ants arrivod . Up until t ho fourth ali yah 

(1924- 25) , t h e gro~th continued as f oll ows : 8 , 517 1L"ID1i grants 1n 
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1921 ; 9 , 481 in 1922 ; 9 , 478 in 1923 . 21-rhis increase or immi gration 

into Pale stine , beginning 1n 19 19 , is lmown in t h e hist or y or 

the colonizat ion or Pal. estino as the Thi rd Ali yah. 

The t h ird aliyah or 1919 ~as the f irst mass a l iyah. I n this 

sense , i t d i f fer ed from the aliyotb of 1881 and 1905 . Two f act ­

ors were responsible for t h is mass immigration into Palestine : 

the Bal f our declu.rat ion and t he Russian revolut i on of 191 7 . The 

Bal.four declaration or Hov. 2 , 1917 , gave now assuranc e t o t he 

Jewish sett lemen t in Pal.estine , and t he favorable attitude of 

the Br~t ish labor party22t oward the efforts of labor in Pales­

tL"le gave new impetus to the labor movement there . While aware 

of the imperialistic interests of England L"l Palestine , the 

labor movement was ready to take advantage of t h e s ecurity 

ofrered oy ::ngland 1 a preser.ce 1n the land f or constructive 

work. ~he Russian r evolution of 1917 , and the unsettled state 

of affairs of jews i n large Jewish centers , not only 1n Russia 
was 

but 1n all of Ea3tern Europe , wh ich wm t he natural consequence 

of the war , br ought t housands into the cou."ltry t o seek a liveli­

hood a."ld t o a t tempt a reconstruction of thei r lives 1n Palestine . 

At the end of the war ., thore h ad be en hardl y more than 

1500 organi zed worker s 1n Palest ine . \'11th the new i nfl ux of im­

migrat ion , 12 1 000 ( out of about 30 , 000 ~igrants of the third 

aliyah) were added to this number . 23 Jlaturally, this trenend­

ous increase in the l abor populat ion of Palestine , particu­

larly bocause it had so quickl y taken place , produced many 

p~oblemo for the organized l abor movement in Palestine . There 

l'lere tLe problems of finding work f or these new l aborers, or ­

ganizing them , e t c . Between 60- 70fa of the se l abor immigrants 

had come to Palestine t o settle in agricultural work, \'lh i ch 
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..-&dr it nece. S c ry for 1 &bor to rr&lle nP effc,rts ~don~ the , ine 

c f .. ~r :cul tur&l expi•1s i on?4 

Onl y the h&rnessing of oll f the forces of the lbbor ~ove­

-e:1 t could suf t ice t o co;:e \'11th he r robl ems pre ~ented . l'ence 

· he at•em~t at unif• i ng he verious labor rrour s . How0 v 0 r , a rreat 

bPt Pe:. the t e o ii.ct jor wortter!"' parties , Ha peel Hat2o t r and Poal e 

i 0 n . :h~ f o rmer , an ind igenou~ g r our , was less radical tru.n the 

u"'~isn-born Poa) e • i o n org&.ni2a ion . rhere 'i\&t the da~er t ha t 

:.r.e st!'if P be~,.ecn then rr i~ht curr: over i ntc 1'hetever uni ed or­

·ani,atic ~ mL~h: be f o r a ed , and that the ~ ti~s , even afte!' uni­

~ic1,ti ,n , ,,. i~ht proceed by heir.selves in their undPrt&kings . 

, c o- is!'ion of ~u r rrres<>nt&tives of the Fo&le Zi cm , Hspoel 

~:c~~ion of tle L:reaay existin~ &Rricultur&l vGr~Prs ' o r ~ani , a­

ti1. ,.s o f J ode& , .. arr.&!'1L , r.nd J:..li lee . 2 5 H~J:oP1 hatz<., ir rpfu~ed to 

~ub::-.1 t o t he nlan ::: for a unified c r ;;~nbbtion, : 0
+.:. c r.P · o.,P- _ 

th .. ~ the ;-arties he Ll" o'"ed o ret&i•1 their indiv ioua'it: &nd "ic rk 
~'3 

c~ore•ative_y ~1th P&Ch 0 th~r ra h 0
• t ~&n ~• 8 unit . r ctuhlly , 

:~,. - ,.,~d I ch<iuth lio-, vodah r "'solved on coot i:>rotic-. n i n thE- a c hi eve-
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THE liAIFA CONFEREUCE : THE HISTADRUTH 

On t he fifth of December, 1920, at Haifa, the unificat i on 

of the Jewish labor gr oups 1n Palestine was finally achl.eved . 

~hone~ organization t hat wa3 establi shed was called t he H1s t ­
Ba0vd1lll 

adruth/Haivrim Haclalith ('the General Beder ation of Jewish La-

bor) . 

At tbe time that the or ganiza t i on was f ounded, t here were 

9 , 800 Jewish workers 1n Palestine . Of the se , 4,433 (or 64%) j oin­

ed the Ri stadruth at its very beginnlng. 27 Two years later , at 

e second ccr.iference of the H1 3tadruth, 1n Tel Aviv, the num­

ber !lad aJ.ready r isen t o 6 , 581 members ( or 78. -3~) , and at the 

t hird general conference ( 1926) the number had risen t o 17 , 183 

(or 80 . 3% of Jewish l abor 1n Pal estine . ) . In other words, the 

oembership of t :!:le Histadruth had increased to t wo and one- half 

times its size in a peri do of four years. 

The ne,-;l y-m-ganized General Federation of Jewish Labor 

con31sted of the following party representat ion : 28 
( party) ( 19 20) ( 1923) 

Achtlut h HaAvodah •• •• ••••• • 37 69 
?.apoel Hatzolr • ••• . ••• • •• • 26 36 
G' dud Ha.Avodah . . .. . .. .. . .. 6 
Hasho::ner Bat=otr ••••• ••• •• 16 4 

( and Hechalut z) 
Left Poale Zion {unnffi l - 6 

( l ated .,1th Achd . Ha avod} 
Labor Bloc ( left \ting) •• • • 
'/arious unaf.f i l . Grps •• • •• 2 
Left oppoai1t i on • ••.• .•••• 

Total •...•••• ~ 

3 
8 

130 

( 1926) 
108 

54 

8 

14 

6 
5 
4 

201 

:-r_e t,,o st rongest groups ,·1ithin the r.1stadruth were t he Achduth 

Haavodah and the iiapoel Hatzotr . Their rel at i ve strength may be 

sec,n rroo the following table i 29 

(year) 
hchduth Ha- avodah ••• •• 1920 

1923 
1926 

~apoel natzoir • • •. •••• 1920 
1923 
1926 

(Lieinbershi p) 
1850 
3 , 085 
9 , 064 

1, 544 
3 , 085 
4,561 

( Ste enghh 1n Hist.) 
41. 7%, 
47 . l ~ 
53. ~ 
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Of t he minor parties t hat were represented 1n the Ristadruth, 

the Gdud Ha - Avodah (Legion of Labor) arose as a consequence of 
• 

the war , under the aegis of Tr wnpeldor, t o aid 1n t he conquest 

of Palest ine . In 1923, Ain Harod, a large s ettlement 1n the 

Valley of Jezreel, was established by the members of the Legion 

of Labor as a kvutzah. The organization Rashomer Hatzoir {The 

Young '{latchman) is a.~ the result of a youth movement ,,hich 

a.rose 1n P&land and Galicia , bearing a zlonist- eocialist stamp, 

.and stree sing the training of youth 1n scouting and chalutsiuth.30 

:Iochalutz, with which it is affi l i ated, is a world- wide organ­

i zation of Jenish youth preparing to take up residence in Pal­

estine as ~or~ers~1or the Left Po~le Zion , the more radical in­

terpreters or Soc1alist- Zionis~, ne have already spoken. Ta eae 

are the follo,1er s of Borochov ' s dialectic . 

Tho Histadruth can rightly be said to have united all of 

the labor e lements in Palestine . The Communist group , ever ob­

st repef ous , has hardly inter fered wi th its progress . Thus it 

has grogn to include all o~ the labor unions in Palestine , in­

cluding the early J..gricultur al r:orkers ' Union , and t he later 

3ullding- nork:er 1 s and 1:ransport '.'lorkers ' unions . So all- em­

bracblg is the scope of the Hist&.druth. today , that 1t incl­

udes not only the l abor populatton of Palestine , but also 

sc.1001-,!teacher s , doct ors , lanyers , etc., embracing all of 

the manual and L"'ltellect~al pursuits of the country. As a 

special ch6.pter in this thesis is devoted t o the Il i stadruth 

~~d its activit ies , we shall leave any further dAscussion of 

t he Histad!-uth for the time being. Suff ice 1t to s ay at this 

point that the !!i3tadrut!1, sL"'lce its inception , has not on ly 

colored tee character of the labor movement 1n Palestine , buti 

has set i ts stamp upon the entire colonization in t he country. 



FUR'!'HER DEVELOPt:EllT 

~he period of t he Third Aliyah was one o f expansion f or 

Je iab lab or . During the period between 1920 t o 1923 the 

number of organi zed Jewish workers 1n Palestine increased 

from 4 , 500 to al.most a ,ooo, n early doubling 1n size . 

':he first phase of the expansion er labor activities was 

t hat 1nvolv1."lg t he growt h of n e \'1 cooperative labor colonies . 

Du:rL"1g t h e period o: the third ali yah t here arose 1n Galil ee , 

1."1 t h e Valle y o~ Jezreel, (in which thero h ad been on l y one 

1-bor aettlemont before the ~ar , namel y , Ue rchaviah) , the be­

gL'l111ng s of several net1 collect ive settlet:1ents . In 1921- 22 t he 

large set t lament near i•a!lalal got under 11a y . In a per idd of 

6. - ear and a h.e.11' , n ore t h en 1 , 000 wor~:ers were p laced on 

~5 , 000 danru=s of l a."ld , and t h e t oaal l:a:mt.xA& number 0£ agr1-

cult;.i:-a l r.or:~ers sett led 1n t he cooperat ive colonies amounted 

to ab out 1700 . 32 :;ot only was there a g rowth 1n t he number of 

~erson 3 set~led L"l t hese coo, erative c olonies , h o~ever , but 

t r.is period \'r itnessed a lso t':le development of ne'7 f orm:1 of 

labor colon ization . Unlike t h e h o::iogeneous small- t7pe colony 

(such as ~a gania), t ~ere a.rose large colonies nainta1ning 

hundred s of persons , girls ' settlements , and a neg form of 

set t le~e~t known a s t h e ~ oa~av Ovdim . In t h is l a tter type of 

col~y , each f ar...11-y was to have a plot of' land t o ·,,ork ,:1th ­

o-..it t he a.id o~ hired labor , as con trasted with tl'"~e kvutzol. 

:' or-: . o."' ,;o _ . .:.0: . .1. 1n wh ic'.'1 t .!lc life '\"las entirel7 commun-

istic 1r, orgn!lizat ion . 

:mot:-ier realm of e .x:;,a..,sion n 3.s i:i vaJ.e d l..:1 t h e gro-:1th of 

t :'le ur~s..., proletariat a fter t ~c ·:;orld .7ar . 3efore t he "Rar , t:ie 

u~be...~ proletari at waa alz::03t ins i 3l'li~icant 1n nu:nber , and dif-

69 . 



!'icu lt t o organi ze . ·,71th the advent of British control of Pali­

e3tbe , the gover:ment undertook t he buil ding of roads and o­

t~e:- puhlie enterprises . A new s tyl e of 11.!'e on the "Kvish " 

t~~ghroad) under const r uctio~ was created, wi t~ camps consist -

1~6 of scores or tents , communal ki t chens , etc . It is from t~s 

that t h e l arger kibbutzim ( collectives) of this new peri od 

ori g i ~ated, 1ncludL~g large s roups of yersons previously unac­

TJaL,ted ~1th each other . In ~or~ of a directly urba.~ nature , 

t.e ':ruildi.ng trades r-8.d become an ioporta.,t sphere for Je~i3h 

70. 

,•6.:'io·J. s c ~~ies n;.:.;•_be=-ed 4 , 50C ( i:: 1925 , t:i.e :-iur.ber rea.c~ed a.o 

~c~: .. s c , 000) . 33 ':'a~s ne·-: der:s.nd for bu~2. 'ii ~ '"; O:- :e:.:-s , born of 

t.· .c ~-creased ir.!-:..:.gratio~ of t:.-~ ;>e:-iod, -.a.de !'or t?:e st:-ength-

~ .e at:!'e..c~iver.es= of the :--~&-:.er ,1a,:es pa.id for ,-:ork dor;c 1n the 

•o Jc~isn l noor . J~rinc t ~e peri od of 19 22- 23 , 

of Je·,., . ·u-·::,a.,., labor . 
n ti II n 

n II II 

? .. >;.Se !'i:_:-~ .. e:; &.::-e i::.;e::-e:;';1:',;; not o. l y 1:l:-i..: :__.,e • :-e -✓ea t z:c 

.:. ~.::-::-~·.;u . ~o:,. o!' :eT.'~e;_ .;.:- ':J&.n :-bo_ , ·:,-.,;'.. a l3o i :1 ♦...hat tt.e:; g i ,e 

" 



SET- BACKS : TEL CHAI 

In connocfil.on \?i th tho est ablis:'Uilont or the nort!1.er n 

Fal Jt L"linn bo\.mdary bf France and Ensland, and tho r ise or 

t!1e so- co.lleu. i~os l em- Christ i an pc.i.rn , there occured, 1n var­

ious pa:-ts of Pal ostine during th~ period of 1920 - 21 r iot s 

.llrocted ago.in::;t t ho Jen1s'1 sottlenents . '.:'he atta ck s r:ade a ­

ga.1.-ist t·,o J e,: i sh colon i es of Tel Cha.1 and Y.far Gila.d i in up ­

:,er Gol 1loe sor·-10d~ ll1fy tho oxpansion made \11th 

so .~·c·-. d1f"'1cul ty durinc and sliort l y afto~ tl',o •7a.r . And tho 

~ttc.c:: o..::;ain::.t 'l'o l ChCAi c ost the li!'o of or.o of' the lead i nt; 

spirlts of la",or c o l on i zat ioll i n Palest ine : Jo::opn Trumpoldor . 

?runpeldor ( 1Lo0- l020~5o~o fro., :·o!'L.ncr"l Caucasio. , an 

e:wirore1ent far remo•10d f ror1 Je•:iish life . he ,,~s orou3}1t up 

in the :-ussiru1 rnil1tary tra.J.1t ion . Ho f ought 1, it,:1 t r.o P.uss i an 

.3i&. wO .ievote h i~cl.!' wO t!-.e st.udy of le.. • J..t t"1is t i: c ho 

Jt: CU.":iO ono.r.orcd of tllt; Co.u 1u!'1ist i doo loGY then on the c10con­

J.a1"\C,i ; ho read ancl .,rot ,J nuc:-i 0.1 tho subject of collcct i ,•e 

s1: .. .. le::.ents in Po.lest.:..-io . 1n 1311, at a ri.e tins at F.o:::.."lJ' , 

s.t \·:'uicL '10 ·:1~s .. he :-,ovlnr spirit , pla.ns ;•or~ la.id for t!'le 

c::::u:,11s:u, ont o f 3Uch settlo ... e.1tn 1."'l Pale::it L'1e . JelievLit,; in 

ulestine) , 

71. 

:.c stu:l tod uo· ro.i o.nd Ol1E.;ll-G8d in !'o.ru labor to prepare hL"'..colf 

for t'hc tesk ahead. 

In Octo·, ~, 1912 , he .-10~ t ':. o Fa o3t1.ne . nc ori:cd ~1th 

!.':-~c _n for a tir.o in tho coonunc at. L: i sdal. . But ';he condition s 

or life .'lC:'..'0 •• ....rtl , :md tho meuuu 3 or \;ll u t,roup v;n•o ·,'leo.k , so 

t.1,0 cx
1

crL.c!"lt ended unsucdessfu.l.ly . ::e rou1liined in Pnlo:::tino , 

:.o•-::, ,c-:- , and \'l'or::od for a. t il;.') in Ilawa.,i a a.'1<1 in Gali lee . ·:: i th 
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tl e e.d,1ontf>f tno '.':orl.d -::r.r , he tornsulated the idea o f a Je\1 i :il 

:-os~o:1t to nelp conque r Palesti ne . T.-ius , the 11Zlon :..-Ule Corps" 

wa~ rounded. ?rum~eldor was stationed at Gal.i)oli , but by tho 

r:iud:e of 1916 t he regiment at Oa11;)ol1 was 4 1sbo.nded . Tho re­

ports of tho Russ i an rovolut lon 1n 19 17 brought Truopold or back , 

fo? a wl.ile , to Ru~~: a . 

:.ero .c cL ... oo...,od o:' the crcu.tio.1 or a Je ioh Battalion t.o 

go t o Paleoti."'le . But by the end o f the "'o.r this plan t oo had 

JOO:, f1"Uitloss . Ue t 'len changed his tactics ; he n ow bocano t he 

!...1 npi.:-1ug r orco behind the chalutz mover .ont , pr epnr1n0 for a 

~as:. c.11:;ah to ?alost1no . 111:othlng co.n be achieved without tlO k , " 

r.c "7rotc , "without pr eparing thousands o~ younE, ron and :;ou.'"lg 

o· .c:_1 for .,ork . 11 36 •; o t''lis nc-7 Ciask r.o devoted hiJ:ioelf vii~n all 

of nis cnor gie s . In 1: 0•1en1bc,. , 1919 , '.e \"lo.a back 1n Pale st 1.'10 , 

o :uwes!; i gate tj o condition::. there , and ~o , ave ho .1ay for 

tl a r.c, il:r.~5:-ation of chalut::i.r. -::: 1 .. ~e e~·,!.sioned • 

• , .. nilo t\.,~re , 1,o ~n'I', tho s plit L"'l the uorkers ' ors anlzat­

lon , and t:ic dlasons1on t ha.t d1·1ldeu t ho \'101•hors . Re nado ov.- y 

o!'fort to roco,,cilo t:no c roup s , o.nc. it \'70.:J l :;.r5el:, a:l a rooult 

o_ .. is e!'forts that the General Fodcratlon or J c ,is:. ~a'bo:r fi ­

nally co.:-o 1nto cxi:>to"lce . ':'runpol dor ·.-:ent to 3al1leo , 1ntend-

1:.i:; t o ret..ui."'l only a 1·;e c k , p lo..'1nlng to 1c,avu t ho cou•1try t.hcro­

ui'' or t o contbue tho :1ork o!" or5a.'11Z lnC ti,o chc.lutzim. But 

L: .er(:; in ..,alileo , o.t ':ol Cne.i , 1.11 i .. e..rci. , lf20 , ',o .foll ot the 

.no.nds of tl:o ,.rci.o ottacke:-s~7 

/,lt:houJ1 ?r\el. oldor . ao a. ooldler , ho was ato·,1e all tho 

social ldeo.11:>t . "Hot the s\·iord but poaco aro ,10 bri:1ging to 

Pulest1no , and onl:, ext.,...aord i '."'lo.ry cL~cur.tstc..ncos , .. 111 force u::i 

to rolinqu i3°". t:lc rlou_.1ah o.ru a.11d tal:e up tho run . " lie \10.0 



oo.rc i'ul t o caut ion those ·.1ho were to follow after h m 1n the 

cor,que st of t he soil of Pale stine for Jew1oh l a bor : "Remea ber , 

that to Palesti 1e one docs n ot go t o noh 1eve heroic deeds or 

t o s acrifice oneself, but to ~ork." Th is was t h e cessage of 

~rw:ipe l dor , today recogni zed aa t he f ounder or t h o organi zed 

chal utz movement . 

POLITICAL A:. D =cmrnl I C s ~ - 3ACKS 

As o. result of tho r iots whioh t ook the life o: Joseph 

; runpeldoe, t h e r e ~a s ~ idespread unre s t 1n Jaffa 8Jld Jerus alem . 

':his, of c ourse , h indered the pr ogress of organ ized labor . But 

'11th t.he Jt1 purcbo.se of l and 1n t he Va lley of Jezroel by the 

Je- !.3h 1;ationo.l Fund in 1921 , t ho s i tuation was so1.~e>:1hat amol -

1oratod . And tho colonies or uppe1' Galilee were s l o\"lly bo1ng 

reO'\..~lt wi th t h o a i d of the J ewish Colon i zat ion s soc i ~t ion . 38 

~ho c onti nue d o ass 1.rtml gro.t. 1011 , ho.,.,e ver , abaorbL 1g a ll of 

tho &.t tent. 1on o!' organlzed Je ,is!l l abo::- 1n Fal esiL'le , \Tas t o 

rosu::.t 1n only o ore t rou".Jle . On ~:ay 1st , 1921 , Arab riot s ':>rol:e 

01.J!: ..r. J a ffa . In those r iot s ·.w.s s l ain another man \?ho h &d p layed 

a p!'O'..:'!inent rol e 1n the J e•.,ish labor ~ovenent in Falest1l1e , a 

':'!10..11 -:rho :.t>.d been a r eat sourc e of str13ngth and 1."1Gp1rat ion t o 

the Je .. i 3:: set tlers , .roseph Chaio .Jrenner , of \'1h011 we have al­

rec..dr spoken . ·:.'hile t.liese d i s t urbance s were t aking pl ace in 

Jaffa , riots broke out acai ns t t ho colon i e s also , part icularl y 

i..'1 C:ic dera a.'1<1 111 Po tach 'fikvlih . The mo 3t serious e ffec t of 

t hose riots , pc~na-s , \1as the int erce s s ion o f t ho Br i t i s:i gov­

crr.nont , ,,1tu t· o resultant r e:3tr1cti1o!'l Ji1d J e u i sh immi g r at ion 

into the countr7 . ~s a result of these riot s , t he British gov­

ern::ie:~t l a i d do.m the rule t hat ncnccforth J e,1 i sh .unmigration 



,oulj have to proceed in accordance with the "economi c poss1-

~1lit l esd and t ho "absorptive capacity" of t he country. 
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~his docision on the part o t England naturall y led t o 

protesbs on the p~t of J e~is h labor , for tho l abo, 1ng elements 

co~31deeod t ho~selves a body of p ioneer s of a large mass- 1mm1-

gre.t1on of J ews . :10 Je,1ish community of any str ength could be 

ach.l e,ed 1n Palestine without the ex1atenee of a large mass 

base , consisting of Jewish workers . Yet t he certi ficate s7stem 

-r.as _.,troduced t o control ic:::li gration . T:1-1s t he •~orkcrs po.l't1-

culn.rly r e s 13ted , inasmuch ea •::ab as 1t did not serve to liJ:1-

i t the nunber of cu? italists en t e ring the country but d i d lim­

it the nur.ibor or those \'fbO had couo t.o l i vo on the 3011. Tho 

labor e leoen t felt t hat "the great m1stak4 1s t o take the ab­

sorptivu capaci ty of a country a s s oMa t h l...~b fixed and il:!nutablo ; 

lt r ises ond sinks according t o the pha3e or development 1n 

,hich the country haprena to b() . n 39 

~ven norse t:1an the lin1t&t1on or immigrat ion of 1921 \18.a 

t~e situation which presented 1tself 1n 1923 . Palestine , at this 

t1r:e , faced it s fi!-st so¥ere test of unemployment . ?hia was 

brour;:l.t on partly by t he gonore.l European :11tuat1on , and partl y 

b:r 11f'f1cJ.lt1es ,1 1th1n Palestine it sel f , such as the cessa t ion 

o~ bank credits and the d1...,1nut1o::i of expansion in tho settle ­

c::ents . L"l 1923 , there were about 1600 unemployed. 1n Palestine , 

t ho number r eaching as h i c;h a s 2 ,ooo 1n some month s . 40 Thous­

ands or Jevlisr. ,1orkors were compelle<l t o ,;;ork on l y two or thre e 

days a ,1eek . Althou h tho R1stadrut~, faced -;1th the greatest 

e,r_sis 1n its short ex13tence , nade f"rantic efforts to provide 

botr. work and money for those v1ho ,-;ere unemployed, there took 

place a dernor i l1zat1on /il.i the riorking elements, who could not 
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wi thstand the severe strain upon their resources, and even some 

en:1grat ion .from the country took plae4. 

I n that year of difficulty , the Histadruth held i t s se cond 

genoral conf er ence , 1n Tel Aviv. 41 This resulted 1n sane internal 

changes with in t h e Hi stadruth: (a) the e l aborat ion of the c onst-

1t~t 1on of the organizat ion , ( b) t he founding of the Chevrath Ha ­

ovuim (Society of Workers) , which has since p layed a proninent 

part 1n the work of the labor movement , and (c) affil14tion with 

the ; .3terdam Internat ional Labor ~eag11e , an important seep 1n 

e~. ::sh l abor ' s attempt to g ain acceptance by the wo:iH.d l abor 

1:10-;ement . Tb.e meeting, occuring as it did 1n a time when t he 

strongt h of l abor ~as beL~g severely tes ted , s erved t o bolster 

the morale of t h e l abor forces . 

Ti::E FOURTH ALIY'AH 

Early 1n 1924 , the cri s is and unemploy1nont began to sub ­

s i de . ?.:&lly Je\l i sh workers wer e being employed 1n growing t obac­

co foe the f irst time 1n Pale s tine . e thers undertook to 'iiork 1n 

groups 1n the pl andation colonies . I n Tel Aviv , the re \·1a3 a spurt 

1.r. 'bui ld~ enterpris e , and oa.ny found et:plO:flJCnt L"l the bu i ld-

1:.& t rades . Al: or this r:as or ought abou t by t.h e fre sh i nf lux 

of 1-lm~gr o.nts in 19 24- 25 , known a s t he fourth aliyah. 

These 1nu~1grant s ~ere lar gely from Poland, and eaMe to 

Pale st ine because o f increased ant i - sem1t 13m t here . They con­

sis t ed ma w ly or oour ge ois or loier mi ddle c l a s s e l e~ents . In 

1985 , n ora t~tt?. 3C, OOO irl!ni g r ants ent ered Pale stine . As a con­

s eque nc e , the f o l lo,-:inc t\vo years s aw a great incre a se in the 

nm b~:- of organi zed worker s 1n Palest ine . There were 8 , 000 of 

these mi Januar y 1st , 19 23 ; 10 , 500 by Jan . ~s t , 1924; 14, 000 
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t he fol loning year ; 18 , 500 1n January , 1926, and 22, 500 1n Jan­

uar:; 1927. 42 

Th e year 1925 marked a peak of prosperity, and also danger . 

The immigra t ion had been great , o.nd t he Zion ist Of ganization was 

not pr e pared for direct ing the 1mm~rants int o economical l y hea l ­

thy channel 4. Thus , certain 1nsv1t able consequences followed: " land 

prices r ose , by rea son of uncurbed s pecu lat ion, r ents rose beyond 

the ordi."la r y man • s capacities , and the balance be t e en t omi and 

country be come c ontinually less healthy. " Als o, tho new concen­

trat ion of the 1.moigrants 1n t he cit ies l ed t o "an unhealthy 

situation 1n many bra."l che s or industry and t r ade , and bui lding 

carr i ed on 1n a s peculat i ve mnnner , overshot i t selr . "43 This 

sit u at ion coul d continue onl y so l ong as par s on s of Means ent-

e::-ed t he coun r y . Once t his ceased t o be the case , t ho crisi s 

as 1.,ev1t able . I n 192u cSI:Je t h e crash . 

?he r esult ,:as , ar.o t l er period of u:ieoplo:;cent , whi ch wa s 

t l.!.a t 1.ne ,1orse tha., 1n 1923 . 3y January l at , 1926 , t he number 

of u:1emploj"oc:.. :rettched the !',e1~1t o: 4 , 500 ; by t he middle of t he 

sa..~c yoo.r t he nw::ber had risen t o 6 , 500 . 44 Dur 1.,g the year 1926, 

t he emi grat ion fron: Pale 3t1ne actually e.xceedod t he immigrat ion 

~~to t ho countr7 . It cust be pointed out , ho~ever , t hat the ~or ­

kers t e~i grat1on r.as proportionat ely smaller than t he gener a l 

ec i gr ~t 1on . 45 Several at t empts ~ere made o r e c t i fy the s itua­

t i on . ':'he (;OVCrn:-1ent f'u:n i sr.ed mone y f or the undertakL"lg of pub­

l ic works on a nen s cale , t h e z1on1st organi zat i on pr ovided funds 

for the rel1e f o~ t h~ unenployed , and t h ose wor ker s wh o v,ere em­

plo~ od undertook t o contr 1~ t e t o a f und for ~he unernplo7ed . 

One of the s al u t ary e f f ect s of the Tiidesproud unemployment 

situati on wa s the expans ion of t he kvutzoth. i!e\1 sett l ements of 



s..s:-1cul tU!"al uo:-kers , 1n t h e f o or both kvutzoth (con.,nmistic 

settlecents) and moshave 1 ovditl { coooorat i -;o sett:.er.e!.t.s } ... ;>~•1::..""g 

:::iore btensi ·,e developa ent . It: :rust also bf: po .:....., t ed out t !.at , al­

: ~oi~~ t~.e o-~1~i b g L~dustry h ad sui'fered t :-eDen ously 1uring the 

crisis , othe::- i:ldustrie s wer:: not sb:ila:- l y e.f :'ected . Such was 

-:' ..e ce.so , ~or ex.e.r.ple , • Ur: t h e c: .ocolate , cigu.rette e..."'ld o -:ner 

i_91d.·.1s:r!.e s . : r:dee · , ':::.e :t\Lber of -e .. •1 ~ :'acto:-::,· -:yorke rs in Pal­

::s ': L ie ros e f':-or:. 2,:.no L"'l 19 23 t o over 4 , 000 i n 19 27 • 16 

1926 ~ 
_e__ 
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In t he summe r of 1927 , ( July 3- 15) , tho general c onference 

o~ t he H1stadruth c onvened, r or i t s third maeting , at Tel Aviv . ~he 

~OUll t or time required f or the meet ing 1s ample indicat ion of 

tt.e many ser1ou3 prob lems ~hich con!'rori t ed t: .. e conferenc e . ':'he 

:otl.1.; st:ronst:, or the vari ous part i es w1t:'lin the H1stadruth at 

'"' thls conforence was as foll♦ovrn : Acllduth 3a- a·,odah, 53 . 2%J Ba p oel 

Hat~oir , 2C.a,; , Rashotmr Hatzo1r, 5 . 6~; \Thi. l e the Le f t Oppo s ition 

( cous_s t i ng of t hr, e dif~er ent groups) had 13 . 2,-; of' t he votlne; 

s\.renf;th . 
49

·.'hile the Achduth Ra.- s:voda.ll group had g a!..ncd ln strengbh, 

(..o v~ ;; 47,; of the ,,ot i..'16 stron6ttl 1n 1923) , :-:a.pool Jiatzoir had 

declined L 1 po.:or ( from 33 . 7,; 1n 1920) . 

:ho c:.1or queot lons before tl.o ti,1~d co.,1'e>:-e.1ce o.r tne J is­

tad.ruti! uer o of e. politica l and or c u.."li::at1ona: churacter . The 

c isis \'Hl3 discuss ed, s.nd t:·e conference made t ~e followi nc de -

1~tt.."lds : ~no .:-estr.i.ction of L-m1!::-at!..ou i nto Pr..loJ ... L"1a , as tl.is af­

:..,ct.ed or}rors Lli spro. o. Llo::&t~lj; t!lori:: protectl ll'C legislation 

for t. c '.70!'kers J .nore e1nploy,-:ont f or Je .. s 1;, puullc ,:ork s ; gov-

0 1• • .nunt a c t ion ago.inst unemploy,,ent; gover nment lru1d t o be pro­

vided for ·:,o r::ers 1 colon~ -:u': ion ; cm: ... "lge of the la..,d- te.:,c l egi::Jl a ­

-:. .:o •• ; i...:'ld a.., adequate s 7ste1.1 o!' poli ce . 

co .. fe. •enc ... on tl.a.: evcr- Lroul)l030l!lO :-:-obloi...f, hor1.c to:'or e never 

ll1 t·,c l o."uo~ me.rkot . On t h i s 1uestion the co:i.:'e?"ence ias·.ied the 

follo-:-1,1c stato. e:1t : 5 1111r we •;,•~si:: ~o "ec ... re t:i.e peaceful ex 1 st­

c:1ec of dlf'i'c_• nt t-o.cos ~H.i.bi tj:1.c t..nc 3wlo cou.t1try, ,.,e must 

!",;._!a.ru. as a I)l"Cl 1nal•y condlfi1o::- tLe nc ce s 3ity- of in:mr1nr; all­

~olute equality, :1ot n:crely 1>et·:1eon L,divi duals o!' l iffer<mt ra­

caa , lJut a l zo bet,1een the di:!'!'erent ruces t hemselves . For thi s 
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:,urrose , every r ace or nation s h ould b e per~_tted to conduct 

its 1.:ltorn 1 affairs , particularly education , 1n its 0\7n way. 

Sue}. a s t ~p n ould certain l y les3en !'rlct i on , and &reatl y fac­

l t ~tb.to t h e i r ::eacef'ul exi:Jtence on t erino o f equa.li ty . " 

11'i'ho labor movo:ncpt can assist t o that end by or0an1Z1n8 

t!'\e 1.a·..>0 1" eleJtents of all nations and r d.ces for co:.1bi 'led e r -

r or: t.o !' O.i~e t he cultur a l l e vel ru1d sooi al sta tus of t heso 

~o~~ers ti..."ld by introdu cinc ruiequcto social end agro.ria..~ l ogi s ­

~ation . Such organi zatio~ ~ust pay duo regard co t he rights and 

cult..tro of e ach of the r e.cos i."wolved , a nd a.suist t h e a.uton omou~ 

-c 11..101-•• cnt of ea.ch sec t ion or t he popu lat ion on t h o basis of ab­

~o:ute equality. " 

aoco-,1lzi."lg tho.t a mer e oxpression of fel lons·11 p \1as 1nad ­

\, .u te, :.:.o con!"e.re.1ce drow up a plat f or- ro:- Ars.b- Je,;iisl: labor 

rel u\. lOu:J . It road o.n !'ollcr.r~ : 52 

" (l) ':'" i s ,. i the ~ o ti b _ c o.u. Jr ence _ ccosn .:es . ·..tr _:o:1 c ... o ... c ooer o. on e -
t,,...een Jula b o.nd Je,1ls h workinc !T.on ,:1thln !:r.e scope of the v !.'.:al 
Ltt.rests COLlL'lOt t O bbo Jot:1 . 

"(~} ;,.ny schcrno or :men cooper&.t101, si.o..1ld inc l utlo us its be.sis 
t·1~ reco..,.'11.tlon of t: e !'ir;ht e."ld value of J e-:713h ;i.i grat i on in-
t o Palest!.. o . 

'1 e3) '.: o s.c:,.ie.,,. ·~ .c3c e:itls , s.nt :n.,ern!it l o.,ol Fcuerat ion of tho 
'\'io_•~o..... o~ Pt1. l ost~e should be estu°Dl ished on the basis of e.uton ­
oi_ous tJn.t i onal aec ~io .:: • 

11 (5) ,..11 t.he J13·,1:.sh sections o..re united to f orm the General Fed­
-,n t ion of Je·,, 1.sh Le.oor L"'l Pale 3t 1no ( The r i :.tadruth) , which i s 
'..o ?-e::i!l!.n U'1c:_an0ed after the fo:r-_,~t ion ~f the ?ede1•a.t !.on . 

"'t VJ .\11 o t· • · t. 1onal socl ior.s are a lso invited t o unite as 
au~ono,.1ou::1 la..:- 1-';)o:- or011nizll-t iona ,,lt:.L'1 the r ~1te::-nutional 
?e •. · 1•at ion . " 

Already 1n 1908 , during tho 1"1.rst attempt s or J ewi sh l abor 

at ":...i b".)USh :a.a- aretz. 11 and ''k ibhush ha.- avodah11
, • D. Gordon bad 

l!.i Dcus3ed t h e po3s l"oility of Arab- Je·;, i s·,; coo,e~e.tion in a gr i c -
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culture . :;3 lio\·1over , the declo.rt1.tion or t~1e third gener o.l confer ­

o:1ce of the Hist !ld.ruth was the first r eal effort t oward the a.ch -

1evu~ent of such c ooperation . That this procµ-a?tt o f the H1stadruth 

Ma~ uc.o,teu in ut~ost sbcer i ty i s evidenced b; the fact th&t 

ti~o General Fede eat ion of Je,.,iah Labor under took the publi cation 

o: a n0\7Sps.por in Arab!.c f o r Arab ,·rnrkers ( Itachad e l :..ma1--··:or ­

;:~r3 ' tr:1~:,) , 54and aided the a ctual \'fork of orgli!liZins t i:o Arab 

norkors , as 1n the oase of t'ie Rai lnay •::orkors , ,7ho were s t ill 

unor:ani.:.ed as late as 1930 . 55rn t?u.s doclaration adopted at 

t he t h lrd conference, and 1n i t s subsequent act ivi t i es , the 

:L:9ta:ir'.lt.h oh olled its profound sympatl1y wi tii t~,e a il1s of Arab 

laboi• , 8l1 attitude t hat it ho.o not for38.ken until t he presen t 

da; , deppite su~sequent Arab riots a.~d ~ace- hatred . 

STRir.ES 

':'r.c 1.r.r.icration of tbo fourtl. a llJah hud beo:1 , e.s ha:. o.1-

rec.d·· ~o ., poL,te.! out , or o. 10\·:er :::iidcUe class t~~;,o . These 

• .i&ru..11ts wet'e , to e. considera.ble extent , not part icu:.arl y sym­

;,at.hc t :.c to the air.is of Je.:ish labor , heing part!cularl7 opposed 

t o t ~o ::oc.:.alisti c tendencies of sections o~ the li...bo!' organi~­

a' ion . ':'.1ia gro,..1L1g enL.10::iity bet·,ieen t he two caops , under the 

t onsion o f the unc~ployr_e~t situation o~ l92G, ultinately l e d 

t.o c_e.s:1ecl bet.1ee:i laoo1' and its e::i:.plo:;er!l . ':'he r e were seve ral 

stree t clashes , de;.1or.str at ions , protest noet L"'l{;s , ll.ll and strikes 

as~ oonaequenco . 

One 3UOJ.". str~}:, t oo;: place e.t the "::i.r" matc:i factory 1n 

;..ere . Describ b (; l'.·1<J co11d 1tions lea.dir:c up to t :io s ... r i ke at thi s 

fact ory, one 7JOman '1r1tes : 56» •• • ':'he onners of t .. o :;ur match fac­

'. or;; a l ,aye !Plld:C!QCWlf pre.!"erred unorganized wo::1an workers ( the 
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cheapest labor ava1lable) ••••• The working conditi ons in the fac­

t ory were gha·stly. Many or t ho woment rece ived bet ween 5 and 10 

piastres ( 25 to 90 cents) a day. Sanitary condit ions wer e un­

speak.able . ':'here were no Jewish doct• rs . ,e could not make use 

or the m.tpath Cholir:1 ( Si ck Pund) beaaus e the bosses did not 

reco511ize the labor organizat ion . Among the Arabs there were 

children of' 31.x and eight wllo were emplo:,ed 1n the most dang­

erous part or tho uork . 

"Tho strike broke out Feb~uary 16th , 1927 . The strilroro made 

t:"o following demands : improvement of s3.ni tary condi t ions ; hir­

ing of a Jewish doctor ; s0r.1e sort 0£ payment du~i.ng siclme ss ; a 

!ifty orcent . i ncrease 1n o.ges for uorlrnrs now eo.~ll'lg froo. 

five to ten piastres a day; an increase of tnenty- five percent . 

t o those getting ten to tnenty p1as~ a day; children .. ere 

not to bo :put t o danserous \'Pork . n 

~~ere iere , 1n t h13 sL"lgle strike , sixty Jeu13b and fourty 

JJ-ei.b :,tri~:e:rs , and t'"10 ~6::-11:e la.:1tod for over four montns . 1:or 

na~ it a ver1 peaceful affair . So~o of the surikero pickoted 

tr~ factory with d ire conaoquences to tbemselvea . 57~~e ~ere 

tired, so ~e s~t down t o rest . I n a litt le ~hile , ~e heard tho 

noise of mt aut~obiles . The Irish pol1ce 1 The officers s prang 

out , a.pproached the boss, and asked him .,hat ,,,as t o be done . He 

t old t;iem th.at he \1as s ick and tired of ha vins U3 around. I!e 

~anted us reuoved . 

"uc 'lien.rd a T'lhistle o~ c~d. In an instant the soldiers 

,ere let loose upori us . The street becal!l8 a battlefield. '1ie were 

tr~orrn to tho ground and crurd.4.rously beaten . Blood sta:ias began 

to show on the eartl . And ~hen ~e had been beaten into subnis ­

aion , we wer e thrust into t.he automobile s . A fer: \·,omen r emained 
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whore they nere •••• they lla.d fainted . " 

This strike at t h o Hur match tact ox-y 1a but one of the strikes 

t h.at occured 1n 1927 . I n Zichron Jaakov , t he orange- p ickers s truck 

as tho result or pay- reduction .58.rhe striker s t ook t heir stand 

at the gnto or t h e oreho.rd to stop t h e strilt.e - braalrers . Then came 

tl,o Jold1ero . "ne wero given 15 minutes t o t~ tl1e matter 01'ler . 

But ,o only closed our ranks , one behind tho other , t o guard t he 

gate . ':'ho l.5 minutes passed, and then the soldier s , who had b e en 

st&ndinc gxw::rct woodenl y at attention , advanced on the workers 

and began t o stri ke them ffi th the butts of their rifles . " And 

nt Petach Tikvflh there wao a s1mil ar occuronce , when the Jewish 

~orkera put up a struggle ror t heir r i ght to be employed 1n the 

p1c~~l6 of oranges .• I n t ho COUl'se of tho struggle , t here ~as 

a cl a sh between atrikers and pol.ice , and tho .former ,1ere br utall y 
us 

treated . Ono no~an remarks ironieo.lly , "They brought/ma mail t o 

the prison , and I received a post- card from my h ome , back 1n 

Europe . L'.y fo.ther vrote that on e sis ter had been sent t o Si ber ­

l a f or being counter- revolutiono.ry. And here I was in pr i s on f or 

boi.~g t oo r evolut1onaryL"59 

l.JwOR IEGISL'.':I ON 

In tAo midst of tiua period or class- atr1fe and unemploy ­

cc~t , the £;OV&r nnent enacted , 1n 1927 , a series of' l abor la\?s 

prot.ect1ni> the 11X>rkers of Palestine. These lav,s wore }mer.in as 

thc''r:orkcen • o Compen sation Ordinances of 1927." Since the ex­

presaed goe.l of tr--e .rer:1sh 1.6.bo.:- r.iovement regard ing l.a.bor l eg-

1al~t1on 1~(~} to f U a m1n1mvm wuee t o enable a worker t o wup-

1, port h io ta:r.ily, Di {b) t o l imit the number or hours of l abor , 

a.~d, {c) to insure t he worker against siclmess , accident , unem­

ployment , and old ago , those or ginances of 1927 fell far shor t 
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of labor' s goals. The laws or 1927 hardly provide f or t he ade­

quate fulfillment of even one of these demands, dealing with 

compensation f or 1ndustrio.1 aceidents on l y . Yot they were a rea l 

0ain f or the labor movement 1n Palestine. 

~hese 1927 ordinances provided: 61" t or the prot ect ion of wor ­

kers employed 1n manual labor , whoGe remuneration does not exceed 

lP S50 a year . " Tho ordinances applj t o the following categories: 

l . Bu1ldL~g workers, including oper ations for thedes t ruct ion, al­

teration , repa.11, , uistallat1on, of appli ances for gas , uater , and 

electricity. 2 . Transpor t, by r ailway and motor voh icles , and 

works connedted therewith . 3 . Blasting, excavati on , quarrying, 

bo:-ing , t:lin1ng. 4 . t:anu factur1ng operations using machinery. 5 . 

" ork 1n supplying vater, gas , electricity, telegraph and tele­

pilono , and drainage . 6 . Constructing and mo.1ntain1ng roads ( tMs 

provision was added on August 16, 1927) . 7 . Handling goods at 

docks , or narehouses (added Ju..~o 29 , 1928) . 

~s oay ~ readily seen, only certain tpes of employment 

e.e S\lbject to ~~i s la . Agricultural and non- manual laborers 

wero entirel y excl uded. For tho ae categories which tho provis­

ions o~ the ordL~ance covered, however , the conditions of com­

ponsat 1on were as follows : 

( a) in case of death from 1n j\ll"y, LP 100 wo.s to be paid to 
the dependents o~ the decea sed . 

(b) where t otal or partial i ncapacity has resul ted , a w~ekly 
pa)Dlent , duri.n.[; the ~ period of incapacity, of not more 
t:UU'l 50~ of the salary was t o be made , n ot t o exceed L 1. 0 . 

On October 20 , 1931 , an ordine:nce was passed621nclud1ng 1n 

the Z.-orkaen ' s Cor,pensation law those occupied in " the handling 

of goods by manual or cechanical means , on light ers at sbi ps11e 

&.;id on bou.rd shi ps , within the area of a port , by persons ot her 

than t he members of a shi p t s ere ." .knd mt December 11, 1931 , 
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a comrtit t ee wao nemed ~ to consider the operation of the existing 

l abour JJ, g islation 1n Pales tine , m d to make recoonondatlons for 

i ts D.I:lmondn:ent if n ecess ary, or for tho introduction of new l eg­

isla t ion ." But t here has been l itt le ch ange in the Workmen ' s 

Coopen 3at1on l an , e i ther 1n the inclusion of more categories of 

workers or 1n t h e 1ncrease, of the compensat ion allotted, s ince 

t he ··:orla:ton ' s «,oopcns a t ion ordino.nce was pas3ed. 

I n t he SeJ!:.O year as t he p assage of the \'lorkmen ' s CDl:npen sa­

t 1on Ond inance , however , t hore was passed another ordinan ce re­

gard ing t h e "Industr i al Employment of \':Omen and Ch ildren ." Its 

regulations wero as followa : 64"The f ollowing are declared to be 

ds.n0erous t rades: (a) one us ing nh ite l ead, (b) ciaking and f 1n-

1s:li.ng mirrors , (c) manufacturing of a sph a l t and b1tUDen . " 

1 . 1io cl11ld under 16 or '1omo.n ciay ork 1n any dangerou3 t r ade . 
2 . 1:0 child under 12 may wor k i n any indus t r y . 
3 . lio ~ oman or child under 16 may clean machiner:, wh ile 1n motion. 
4 . • record. is to be kept by the employer, of e ach ch ild 1n his 

empl ,:; ( age , Ul c. !"' 'w :1 , l- ~ ' .. \..:'C, of' t . JlO ,r.ent , e c) • 
[ . : o ci:li l d under 1 6 "lay work l onger t !lall 8 hours per d~ • 
.; • ·: o c:.i ld under l ti rua ,1or l: l o!'\ger t h an 5 consocut 1 ve hours . 
7 . r.ver y child engu.ged in indust: y mus t iUtve on e day of rest 1n seven . 
a. :·o child nay \'10r l: i , indu s t r y bet,,oon 7 p . m. 9.lld 6 a . ::n . 1;0 

~o~o.n IW.J work bet ween 10 p .~ . and 5 a. . o . or a.~y eleven c on -
3ecut l vo hours 1r.clu.:.1ng tho!le h oura . 

T e se t~o se t s of 16.b or l eg1 :J l at i on , oine r (;ing :in t.1e pr e s ­

ouc•) ~~ labor d1f !'1cult ies of unpreccdGnt ed proport i on o , consti ­

tute the first at t enpt o~ t he Palost ~~a 60vernnent to grapple 

n1th t ho probl em or aoc1a.1 lcg13l a t ion 1n Pa l e 3t:1ne . Of course , 

~~cs6 r egu2utions f a ll far a~ort of t l eoe L~ force 1:l Enc l and, 

-;,.. d !!a!'dl:-1' e t 'the requi:~c.-ent o or the or.;an1~ed l abor n ove­

~ont , 7ot t !le:, do co"lst l tute a st.er for uard. It is t o be h opod 

t:.n.t t1.c30 -~•,= ~11 e•10:1tua.l ly be elahor utod, s o 03 t o include 

r.ore cti.te0 0-.. i e3 o:: •,10:-kors , ,11c;: .. o?' conpon:rnt 1 01. ratc:l , o.nd such 

!"e&t'.lre3 os old ago ~ans1011 , ".11,orr.plo.,-... ~. t ins.u-o.nco , e t c . 
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In t ho months of April-t: a.y , 19 27, the number o f unemployed 

L~ P~lestine reached its high.est point , namely, over s ,ooo.65 A 

p:e.n iorl:ed out by the Zionist Or gani z at i on under th e presaui•e 

of t he \?orl:er s , wh ereby work •.;o-..lld be made f or the unemplo:red, 

re:.ed i od gr eatly t h e situation 1n Jerusaleo , Bai.fa , a.Y1d Aful eh , 

re~· c - ~D t he number of unemployed to 4500 in September -October . 

?he devolop-nent of t he uno1nployuen t :Jituation rro1,1 1927 t o 19 29 

r::u:-1 be, seen a.g a glance from t he follo,·1ing chart : 66 

:~o:1t h 19 27 19 28 1929 
Ja.uo.ry 6, 760 4 , 973 1, 446 
.Tul.t 7 , 250 1 , 28 4 810 
Jecc. bo:=- 5 , 100 1 , 400 334 

':'h·J s t here ffa!l an all:lost rocul tu' decl L, e in t he number of unem-

i,: o:-c.tl er s o1ls !'ro .. : l 'l27 t o 1929 , ao t : ..o.t b:· t h o end of 1929 the 

u e::1r,lo -:.,ont situ a tion l.:l Palest L1e ·• a :l r,ract i c .. lly ~ocl i t,i ble . 

_nt\s lt i n n ot ou1•rr :.i.!1.:; t · .~t , n'1ore u s in 19 27 ther e had 

been 2 , 713 1Moi3):'tJ..nta c oi .~a~ed to 5 ,071 e~-1.grant s (almost t wice 

a s ::1n.'ly l ea.v ine; t he cou .. tt'y a s t here 11or e enter ln6) , b 1929 t ~ o 

o_'.;1u, .. t i o!l was a c t u&.11,; rovuNloll , •1i t l 5 , 339 in::r". :'...g r ants a s O\·er 

a~ai ~s t 174G em1.era..~ts . ~7 This new uave of i..mr..~r r ation , bes in-

J, 1:1r 1n 1929 , 

-::.o fifth ali yah, ,hen it began 111 1523 , -.,as a."1 im!:",i cration 

,ove u.111 k-e t h e f ourti~ ( ;;:..:.c·~ 'l?O.S a .~i ud lo- c l ass il:lni gr ation) 

.... --: t :10.t ~ ~ co . ..s l stc~ 1....:-,:;o l y or c:·.alutzw, ,-.1111n c t o set t le on 

the ooil a s ,1o r 1 :crs , and , t o o. -;rea t e x t ent , - r o vi ou s l y rirep ared 

f or ';hi:; .,,". l i te . !.1:1ont:; •~h e s e r:1cr.tbe1~s or t :10 fift ;1 a l i yU:1 c ame 

t ho so or ·1 t· C; f l r :.t ::n.: c r.;es:::1\11 ~or..:1un cila l utz- 1::1.llyah," that which 

sett led 1n the kvu.tza.}1 G1vath Brenner , near Rehoboth. This !!rOUp 

from Germany pr e ceded the l ater tides of Germa.~ 1.mmigr ante t hat 

~er e t o flock to Pal e stine in 1933 and t hereaft er . 
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These , orkers of the fifth ali yah were r eadi ly absorbed by 

the or~e plantations, and by t he new industries that had de­

~elooed over the previous few years . The growt h of t ~ese or ~e 

p antation s , "7h1eh wer e so use.f'ul L"l absorbing t he l ab<r imm1P.r­

e.t1on of 1929 , may be seen f'rom t he followinp, tal>le: 69 

E-:1d of 1922 •••••• 32, 000 dunams •••• • ••• 10,000 d\msns owned by Jew1s . 

- d of 1926 •••••• 42 , 0 00 dun ans • ••••••• 17 , 000 dun ams o'7ned by J ew1s . 

Frid of 1928 •••••• 70 , 000 dun&J11s •• • ••••• 30 ,000 dune.r.,s o,med b:r Je,:s . 

1930 {estimate) •• 110 , 000 dunar...s • • • • ••• 60 , 000 dunaM-s OYmed b y Je\'9:s . 

Pro:, t~is table i t may be seen t~~t the Jew1sh - 0\"1!1ed orange 

plant ations in reatled s ix- fold lietween the year a 1922 anc\ 1930 , 

suppl ,-in~ ·,:ork for a eat number of Jewish wor lters . The l abor 

ce"lsus of 1930 sho\?ed that t he orM!"e plantet ions h ired about 

8 , 000 Je 1ish workers, and 4 , 000 t o 5 , 000 Arab worl:ers . In 1932 , 

b~twee~ 25 and 30 percent of all J eui sh w~~e- workers 1n Pa1.est1.ne 

orked 1n t he orenpA- a~oves . Of t~ese , fully sevent. percent were 

orC'8...'11zed . 70( In Petnch T ikVah , ho'1ever, a s t ruggle took place 

bot'\7ee~ t h e pla..Y\ter~ a.."ld the or~e.nized Je'1is'h wor ker3 1n 1929 

becau se the pla..'lt e r3 preferred t o employ unaffilia ted wor l{ers , 

even thou these ; orl:e~s hnd to b e brouf')lt _ on a dista..,ce . ) 

L., 1..,dustr also, the sane R:rOWth took p l a c e duriri~ t his 

period . rhi s was lPr~ely 1n t h e t~xt 11e , nr1nt'lng , wood, ~etal , 

a~d ci ~srette industries of Tel Aviv . V'hereas t he nunber of Jew­

t3~ ·1orl:eJ-s 1....-. L-.,dustry and hMd ~ork 1n 1926 Vfas 4 , 801 . at the 

smu:id berin."lL"lg of 1929 it r each ed 5 , 941 , e.."ld at t he beKir.nin~ 

of 1930 1t reoched betv,een 6 , 000 e.."ld 6 . 500 , which "7as ab out 60 

percent as rnany as those employed in t he f 1elds . 710n1y a small 

t:>ercentaGe of Jewish \1orke r s found er.iployment with the govern­

~ent , whic~ has a l ~ays pr ef erred to e mploy unaffili ated cheap 

le.bor . 



~h e decrease of unernplo']'?nent and em1gratton of 1929 was, 

RS hRs been pointed out , due to the che utz character of t he 

~eMbers of t he f ifth al~yah . Of t he 5 , 239 1mm1P,re.nta of 1929 , 

for example , 71.7.' sett led 1n the colonies , a .~ 1n t he col­

lective settlements, and 19 . ~ 1n th e cities . Of t he imrl"..igr­

anfi!I of 1929 , 71. 6~ had entered the country as organi zed gr­

oups of oh&lutzim; 2 . 1~ had come t o seetle in the ryo: en ' s col­

lectives ; and onl. 25 . 5.( of the total cane as L"1d1v1dual ,rnr­

~erA , ithout previous or~M1z~t ion and preparat ion for a life 

o~ lP' or 1."l PA.les 1n .72 

Ehe over~ g of the crisis of 192~- 27 ~ad proved tho 

necos3i ty of a uell- orgRtlued workers • moveMent . and of a 

orenared and well - orr,ani zed workers ' 1.r:ml1p;r~t 1on . The L~i­

':';P~t1on of t he fifth aliyah fitted th e latter descr i ption . 

~ RIOTS OP 1929 

~he problem of Jewi sh - A.:-ab labor r elat ions , wrich had al­

reedy been reco~ized and c opod 1t h by t he Hi stadruth, was a -
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.. e b r our-)lt shar ply ufaJ the forefr ont by t:h e riot.a o f the s um-

~er of 1929 . h i th the expansion of t he labor- base of the Je iish 

LT-i ~r etion oi ~e the outbreaks of 1920- 21, ( with the penetro1t­

ion of Je..,ish workers into government empl o·ment . L"'l t h e new 

~eilaay ~ork , in the build1np- n~d factory- ~or k , ~nd , finally, 

in t he plantation s) , the problem beca111e more pronounced t han 

be~ore . And s i ncA n !'undament4l principle o~ Je~tsh labor was 

t o ~rovide a so1 d mass- base for the Jewish eolon iznt ion of Pal ­

estine by pe nPt~etin~ ever y r ealm of labor for the Jeuish wor­

kers , J ewish labor had beer. con pel lea t o face the pr oblem or 

Arab- Jewish labor re lations wquare ly. 

?l-ie pr1nc i ple wh i ch t he Jewisl-1 ..,orkers arrived at was , 
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"Jewlsh labor in the Jewish Economy". That 1R, places owned by 

Jol1s were to employ Jewiah workers : places owned bv Arabs were 

t o Gmploy Arab workers. Thi s , t he Je~ish workers fe l t , was i n 

no way a contradiotion or socialist t heory,(though some accused 

Jeffish labor of being more m nationalistic than soc1aU.st19, 

becJtuse it • ould not be depriving Arabs o f e111ployment . Indeed, 

since t~e employers generally preferred che~p Arab labor, it 

uaa difficult f or Jeuish labor t o get~ proportionate s~are 

of OMployment. Consi dering also tbe fact that Je ~ish le.bol" 

,,nu~~ b l! •1or1d.r.r on land bought by Je-:.1sh cap1aal and 1n fac­

tories created by Jewish initiative and f'unds , tho Jewis h wor­

kers felt t hnt t he slogan , " Jewish labor 1n t he Jew1Ah econmmy" 

\·,as not at all unfair to Arab labor. 

Indeed, Jewish l abor had oade efforts to orr:taniz e the Arab 

workers , and had , on several occaaion!! (durin5 t he st 1.kes of 

1925 t our,h 1928 , 1n wltich Arab TlOrkers struck 1n v arious 1n­

dust~1es 1n Jaffa and Tel Aviv for higher wages and shorter 

hours) ~3 Bctually aided t he Arabs 1n their stMlP.F.le for a h i gh­

er sta_"ldard o f 11vin,t. This was a whollV logical procedure , for 

if t he Arab wor kers 7ere or~anized, t he Arabs would receive 

hi~her wages , and would no longer pr ovide bl. such ~.reat cOl'll­

pet1t1on for Je~ 1ah ~orkers . ~oreover , t he cheap labor of the 

J.rab workers , Ju•,1i sh aJLabor felt , was dangerous to t h e p oli­

tical and eoonont t stability of the c ountry. This consideration 

11as of parti cul&r importance 1n the cities , where there was in­

d·ilstrial employment , \1:-. 1 le in t he rural area the Arabs were em­

ployed Ma1.~ly as smal l peasants (Fellahin). 



Tho motivat ion for the outbreak of 1929 ca.me uhen a rel1R-

1ous issue was made of the troublesome \"/ailing rlall. In t he riots , 

25 ~ecbers or tho labor or ~an1zation were ki lled. 74 The Jewish 

settlements , however, were not pnrticularly harmed. The kvutzah 

Huldru1 J)\lt up a defense against the onslaught or the Arab nob . 

!n t he colonies of Sated and Hebron, however , no defens was 

l!l."rie at all . 

?he responso of Jewish labor to t hese riots was its 1nsia­

tL~ce t hat Jewish iml:l1 >rPt1on bo por~itted to enter tbe country 

rr ely . And Je•ish 1.mmirration <lld proceed, ror in th winter of 

1929- 30 , t here were 3 , 000 now i gra.nts \1ho entered t ~ e country 
75 ao o:-·re?"s . To tho boycot>t undertaken by the A:r bB , the Jowish 

lAbor ar~aniznt1on d1rl not respCMd with a countor- bo7cott . In­

stead , it sought to int oduce L~to t ho count ry new social ref­

orr-...o, o.nd t o advance tho cause of Jewish im1p;ra t1on . Indeed, 

shortly o.f'ter the riot s , Jewish- Arab rolat ion s ,,ere again es-

tahlia d , and in t ho J'a~ 1st demons trot tons , Jewish d Arab 

~orAcrs part icipated aide by sid~ . 

tn the Meoora.ndwr. submitted to the S&otalist International 

and to t he In ernationa.l Labor Orp;a.nizr t ion , t he Je\tish labor 

or"anizAtion stated thai
6

"The bloody outbreak we.s not t h e fruit 

of faulty relat ionsh ips between Je i~h R~d Arah sPt lers ," but 

that 1t ~a3 due to t ~e nat 1o~al1at1c prOp8.f"o.nda of tho Rffendis 

and the clerry , who consddered the increaood immigration of 

Je s danrerouo , f9aring t hat t he Arab ""lasses might some day 

rree t hocsolvc s from their yoke . The ~ecorn.~dwn f'urt~er pointed 

out t ht1t t i1e .i3r1t 1s)} admi.Bietration , accustOT"!ed to dealinF; 'With 

col onies of a pr1J:11tive and backl•a d natue , d id not like t h e 

h 1.l"".h standards be inc oat by the Jewish immi ~ants, and t hat the 
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administration had encour~ed t he riots t ouP,h i ts own negli­

r.-e c and laxity . 

THE CONGRESS FOR LABOR PA!~ESTDffi 

, .. orld Jewry ho.d u,a.kentltl to a recosnition of the a.ins of 

t~c 1sh le.bor nov ement to e. remarkable de~ree during the dec­

ade betw• en 1920 and 1930 . And the Jewish labor movement ad in 

P~ estine began t o r eceive not on y moral but also financial sup­

port tron working Jewry in F:urope and Arierioa . Bep:1nn1nR 1n t he 

year 1924, the "Tool Car.ipaiJUt" (Oewer keohat'ten) was undert aken 

to provide f'unde f or the purchase of tools for the Jewish labor­

ers L"l Pnlest1.'1e . Soon e.f'terward began t he formation of the 

LeOJ:Ue f or Lsbor Pe.le3t1ne . Thi s sourtht to onbraoe persons of 

va.rvin~ pol1ticAl nnd eeonO""' c views under n sin le orranizat1on 

!'or the advanoei,ent or the v,ork of Je\11Bh labor in Palestine . 

In September , 1930 (Sept . 27- 0ctoh r l}, t~ere riet 1n Ber-

11." t h" first "Conur "!I .tor Labor Pnle tine- . 11 I,, this eon .ree e 

wer~ ~cp:resentRtives or various lnbor or~an lzations fl-on all 

pars of the world, de1epatee fl'oa"l1 Pal stine , t he United States, 

~ano.da , Poland , Galicia , Lithuania , Lettland, Czechoslovakia, 

Be3sa.rabia, Fnr. o.nd, ~Pl~iun, Ger~a~y . Bul~n iR , Fra.~ce , Aus-

tr a , Arvont.1n~ and lexice. Representatives ~ore present from 

twonty- tour difforent coun rieo , epresonting a quarter of e. 

mil ion J~wish workers in these various landa . 77 

Allon,: t he resolutions or the Contrres::: were t he follO\i inR: 78 

t hat t hero i o conflict between t he 1ntere3ts of t he Jewish 

and A.re.b n e.seeo in Palestine , and that there E'hould be "an au­

tonomoue national oxi atenco ror ,Taus l\nd Arabs 1n PAlestine , 

~rec rroM t.h~ rule of one people b-f 8Jlother"; that the British 

administration had not helped tn~ upbuild1nr ot the Jewish na-
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tional ho~e 1n Pale stine , and had "ne~lect ed t he true interests 

of the la'borin.J:t masses in Palestine to t he advant a ,e of t h e rul­

ing cl a ss n; that the gover runent n:ust take an active part 1n 1ncr­

easL~ t he J ewish uir:dgration 1nto Pales t ine , supply a suff icient 

la.~d- ~eser ve for L'ltensive colon i zation , assure a proper place for' 

Je~!.sh workers 1n Palestine 1n o7erru::e~t and public ~orka ; assist 

t►e ?e l~b to devl op t beil- econ ooy, renove t he oppressive land 

tax a.'ld 1.ntr oduce n progree sive s ys te~ of taxat ion , e tc . 

T::.~ pr 1.'lc1p:es ot tte C<r.1, r ess f or Labor Pale st ine were , ?9 : 

nrhalut~- a::d b~oad f olk- 1.rl!'l.i ~rat1on of Jews L"l o Pa l e s tine ; labor 

col~!~e 10:-: wi t~ t~e ~el p of nati onal capi tal on he basis of 

coope:-a'" 1ve sel.!'- l8oor :.;. ~ he c!t- and L'!'\ t~e country; acquisi­

~!.o:-. o~ land ":h.r O\Vt.~ t·'te ··ati o!'lal ?u.-.d ; or ,:;a.'li ze d Je1'1sh lab or 

L-: a ... • o~ t:1.e branches ot t he Jev !.sh eco!lor-y L"l the l and ; edu­

ce.tio!l !or c~1ldren &..'ld 7oun~ :peopl e ~der ~he d i.e-ect io~ o!' t=:ie 

o.:-'re::-~: ec~r.o:-..!.c , p!ll!. i ce.: , c121-;ure.1 a.Y'ld 0"'"'8.."'l1ze.tion al self -

a ~..t.~d f ar t r e assis:er.ce o labo~ :o ccr.du ct i t s e.ct1v1t1es in-

de-:;e:.de!;:1:-; :>r o: e c!; 1ve legisle..:1011 ~or o:-}•-'1--::e:1 , ,~.er. and 

C.'l!.::i:-e:: ; coo:>e:-a:1·,e orr~i=a+.i on of J e .... ~s:: a."'ld .u-so -vor·-:e:-s 

0-.!t o: ::-.is ':<r.i !""!!S TJe.s crea:ed -;:·.-.e ~ ,or_d :.ee.---..ie for :.a­

·:,-:,:, P&..:.€~:!.:-.e . ~ ~ !.!! !) .. :d :.'!e.,-•,e • ~e Y'r ase:ited ·y· sec-:_o--:g ac-
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193 1 AND 1932 

In the ye s 1931 and 1932 , labor ' s efforts ~e e largol y 

d irected toward the defens e of t he ~ains made a f ter the c•1s1s 

of 1920- 1928 . Dur1n~ tht s diffi cult peri od o f world crisis , 

(~amel y , 1931- 32) , there was s ome unemployment 1n Palestine , 

":rJ it did not reach an~ la.rRe prop ort i ons . In the fall of 

1950 , t here were 400- 500 un mplo:,ed 1n the cit ies~ by the end 

of t he eur t his nunber had risen t o 800- 1000 . I n Jfanua.-y, 1931 

it BMounted to 1400, a,.,d 1n FelJruary 1700 . Throur.h the remainder 

of 1931, t!1e nw:iber of uneMplo7ed stood bet.,,een 14<>0- 1500 . By 

:·e.:;, t932 , the number had a lread.y .fallen t o 700 00 . 80cons1der-

1.nP. the fact that a relatively ler~e L'llDiP"",rat ion continued to 

? Our into the coun t::-y, t!' 8 une"!) oynent crisis co..11 hsrclly be 
tL'lued 

cons1deeed n seve~ff one . ~he econo~ic developr,. nt constd ■ @-d 

satisfactor1 y , , tth hundreds of ~orrers beL"lr absorbed in the 

'Ju i.ld◄ nr:- t rades and i n factory employ,,ent , both ot' whi ch under­

'!'fer,t considerable ?.ro .. , h durin,. thi s period . 

The aims or J e.bor aurtnr. t his period conccrn(,d theJTtselves 

;11th the esta1>liah"':2ent of a Mi.."lL""'!.al ware , t he est1a.hlishment ot 

a ~i."lL~c l quota of Jews 1n ROVCIT..ment emplo:;nent (p,1bl1c works 

and the l 1:lm) , t he esta'blishmen t of n ore l e~islat ion to -nrot­

oct t h e "or\:-ers of the country , and t h e fou:1din~ of 11 tund far 

".;'l-.e J ewish u:ionplo:,cd . The first of t hese aiMs wa.s partly nch­

i0vcd .,,hen t:ie CToverrunont set a r.ini.Mum O.Ge for ·,,orkers en­

plo7ed on the n a ifa h arbor pro.1ect . The ach ieveMemt of a Jew­

!.sh rain:1.nrum of wo:-li:e!'e ( t he plea was Mnde for 40 to 451 Je ish 

enplo:r"!ent ) ~-n puuJ 1c works has not :,et b een raaltzed . i:tegardinp; 

t!"ie trird demand or Jenish labor , a co~iss i on o:r inquiry was 

a onoL"lted . ':'hua fo.r , ~0\1ever , lit le proc-r13ss has heen achieved . 
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~~~ co~~se o~ 193:, ~he n--be~ o~ e i3~ un­

olo::ies s~ood at 1200 ~o 2 , 000 .81 
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developments al3~ t nnk place . There was an a t t empt made t o or­

~anize the \1ork1ng mot hers , the be~inning of a workers • yOltth 

or~anizat ion , t he f oundin~ of Hapoel , the sport - organizat ion 

of Jewish yout h , etc . These two years constituted a period or 

self- analywis and inner stt'engthenin~ f or t he labor move ment. 

The labor forces , durin~ t h is period , sought t o maintain what ­

ever ground had been ~a1ned durinp, previous years and to deve­

lop also new chonnels for exnansion . Sone of these effor t s were 

successful : others fail ed . But t h e strength of Jewish labor 1n 

~alestine nas incontestivle, and the path was clear f or new 

conquests . 
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01lAPTER IV. 

THE COMMUNISTIC AND COOPERATIVE 
~LEMENTS IN PALESTIJra. 

We atop now in the narration ot the history ot the Jew1ab 

labor moTement 1n Pal.estine to examine the deTelopment or the 

labor colonies (kT\ltzotb and moshaTe1 ovd1m). Ot all the pbases 

or the deTelopment or Jewish labor in Palestine, t he deTelop­

ment or theae aettlement• 1• perhaps the moat interesting. In 

tbia ella.pter, theretoro, we will present an analy-s1a ot the 

various types ot labor colonization 1n Palestine, pointing out 

the salient teatures ot each ot these, with a Tiew to e\t,etter 

understanding ot their nature, and a more thorough appreciation 

ot their problems . 

Tho beginnings ot Jewish labor colonization 1n Palestine 

can hardly be dated betoro the opening ot the twentieth century. 

The Jewish oolon1.zat1on botore the turn ot the centnry was lar­

gely that ot the • planter• tvpe. The struggle ot the Jewiah wor­

ker to r1nd a plao.e 1n the agricultural economy ot Palestine, 

dur1na: the earlv period, encountered the ..._ opposition ot the 

old 1n41rldualist planters, who had built their system on the 

use or cheap and unorganized Arab labor. In the last row dec­

ades , with t he establishment or Jewish workers• colonies , the 

the plantation colony a..,d the labor colony baTe existed aide 

b7 side, and t h e workers' colonies have been gradually 1norea-

31ng 1n number. 

According to Ruppin. 1 t here are tour d i stinct period.a ot 

Palestine colonization, namely, (a) the period or t he Roths­

child administr at ion and plantation settlements, 1882-1900; 

(b) that marked by t he founding or the 3ettlementa ot lower 

Galilee on unit s ot 250 dunam under ICA adm1nietrntion , 1901-
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1907; (c)the period ot t he t1rst colonizing experiments ot the 

Zionist Organization, 1908-1920, which adopted a smaller unit 

ot land and differentiation ot P/#4uoe ( 1.e., crops. dairy, 

vegetables, poultry, etc.). 'l'he types ot farms ot this per­

iod were the •training-ta.rm• and the "Jcvutzoh" (communistic 

settlement). The final period or labor colonization extends 

(d) t'rom t he acquisition ot lhe Emek. with the beginning ot 

set tlement on enensive areas, with the a id ot a regular in­

come tran the Keren Kavemeth and the Keren Havesod. (In cont­

rast to the previous irregularity ot income). 

WilkanskY ditters2witb Ruppin in this periodization, div­

iding t he colonizing activity 1n Palestine into two periMs: 

(a) t he idyllic period of the "retur11 to the 1an~•, under the 

influence or the writings ot RoUJtseau. Tolstov, etc., and (b) 

t he mor e pract i cal period ofthe second aliyah and onward, the 

peri4d ot a "return to work." 

Ono can hardl y JuMe between t he two vlews. Perhaps• how .. 

over, both are correct. For it the periodization presented by 

Rupp1n is h istorical ly accurate, pr es£nting t he ch anges 1n the 

material condit ions ot the Palestinian colonization , the per­

iod1zation presented by Wi lkansky is equally true 1n depict­

ing the dUference 1n t he type of settler and t he difference 

1n attitude between the members of the second a liyah and t h eir 

successors, on the one hand, and t he predecessors of the second 

ali :rah on the other. 

RISE OF THE KVUTZOTH 

\7hat were t he reason s for the beginning ot the cooperative 

and communistic settlements 1n Pales tine? While taking into ao-
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count the idealism or the rounders ot these colonies, and cer­

tainly much genuine idealism went into t heir formation, one 

must recognize the Yery practical condition■ which gaTe im­

petus to collectiTe colonization. These were. a&oord1ng to Ru­

pp1n:3(a) the lack or means tor settling individuals. and the 

necessity ot working the ground occupied 1n order not to lose 

t he title to it, (b) the lack ot men trained 1n agriculture. 

making it necessary to arganize rarma ot inexperienced work­

ers under expert gui,ance ( auch as. tor example. the }terchaT­

io.h undertaking): (c) an administrative system which led to 

t'riet1on ( in the Baron' a colonies) between workers and super­

-visors, impelling the workers to r1+ arrangement that would 

eliminate such friction. 

In other words. t h is cooperative plan,4 or lt1ng was "not 

bor n of t heory". but was "the result of the condit ions of lite 

and t he e lementary needs of t he J ewi sh worker. The hard. un­

certain and low-paid work 1n t he Uoshava welded the pioneer 

workers into groups • ••• The conditions or a new s ettlement 

started by such a group made complete cooperation in econ01:1ic 

lite . child education, etc. advisab le and imperative." The 

neces sary idealism was present-- intluenced by the Russian rev­

olution of 1905, and t he activities and a ims or the Poale 

Zion of Home l and the Romny group , t he immigrants ot the sec­

ond aliyah did not lack i dealism. However. only t he conditions 

t hat were encounter ed in attempting to adjust t heir lives to 

t he conditions of the new land brought t hat idealism into 

real i zat ion. 

T!l.is is clearly indicated by t he words of Joseph Bussel. 

one of t he l eading spirits 1n t he founding of the kvutzoh at 
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Daganiah, tfho said, 5•The tound~ ot the kvutzoh was an anner 

t o t he needs or life, and 1.t a time shall come when it must dis­

nppear, it will not be through the tiat ot an assembly •••• When 

we saw t he colon1ea which subsisted on the exploitation ot hired 

labor, t he need was strengthened 1n us, of finding a new form 

of 1-1.fe, 1n which we would work with out masters and overseers, 

and allow no others •o work tor ua.• 

THE PIRST KVUTZOTH 

We have dealt 1n a previous chapter (chapter II) with the 

hist ory or t he early kvutzoth . Kere, however, we shall analyze 

these early k"futzoth from t he standpoint or their dit'ferences 

ill ideology and f orm. 

The torn ot t he early group settlement s was determined by 

three dis t 1llct emphases~ wb.1ch have been termed ( a) sect arian 

i dealism, (b) occupati onal atrate~, ( c) economic rationalism.. 

These three f actors i n f l uenced the individual charact er or the 

labor col onies which arose , each or t he kTutzoth emphas izing 

one or oore or these features 1n its make-up , 

Daga:iiah, w::i i ch was t he f irst enduring kvutzoh ( 1n t he 

strict sen se ot t he term, a truly c O?m!lunist1c community ). es­

t ablished 1n 1908 , embodied t he principle of "sectarian ideal­

ise .• It was , from its ver y inception almost 30 years ago , a 

c0tmrunist i c set t lement. It was t he first settlement of this 

kind 1n Pa les t ine. s..~d •as i t was t h e first, so it was the 

best , 1n virtue ot t he harmony both of s pirit and of action 

with wh i ch i t was pervaded."7 This group recongnized the need 

of comaunal ownership of t he soil even bef ore t h e Jewish Uat­

! onal Fund had actuall y put t he pr inciple of nationali zation 



100. 

pf the soil into operation. Only a1'ter the war did the Jewiah 

Kat1onal Fund acquire large tracts ot land8 Where oooperatiTe 

settlements ot Jewish workers mildlt be made. 1n the Valley ot 

Jezreel. Yet such a oonmnmistio settlement had al.ready been 

termed 1n Daganiah years betore. 

In its tirst stage the aettlement ot Jewish workers was 

1nterm4d1ate between a contracting kTUtzoh and a settlement 

kvutzoh . Each member •eoeiTed titty trance per month, and shared 

also 1n the net prot1t ot the kYutzoh.9Th1s condition did not 

continue long , howeTer , and the communistic settlement k:Tutzoh 

came into existence. Aa the principle ot common partner ship on 

the sou was incorporated into the lite or Daganiah, so too 

did t he cooperatiTe and communistic principle extend to every 

sphere ot lite among its members. Thev were genuine idealists, 

influenced by the dream of a return to the soil; they were, 

moreover, greatly 1n1'luenced by t he genuine enthusiasm and id­

ealism ot men like A.D. Gordon (who l ived 1n Dagania tor a time) 

and Joseph Buaael (one ot its tounders).10Tlley sou&ht to embody 

1n their own lives the transformation that t hey hoped all human 

society would one day undergo. Vlhether or not t hey could do 

much to etfedt that wcl4espread transformat ion ot society mat­

t ered little, however. They had, at least, resisted t he strong 

current ot inf luence of the universal social pattern, and had, 

tor t hemselves at least, created a new pattern ot lite. 

The colony at Dagan1ah was organi!!ed on two basic princi-
11 ples , namely, ( a) selection ot members similar in mind and spi-

r1 t, 1n their views upon l ite and in t heir conception ot econ­

omic tordea, and (b) strict equality 1n work and wages . The nu­

cleus consist ed ot seven ~ et:lbers and a few others wh o worked 
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as day laborers 1n a priTate settlement, a total or twelve. 

Though the colony ha.a grown since, ( 60 souls being numbered 

among them 1n 1931). the above principles ha..-e been ma1n•a1ned. 

Indeed,"tor a long period, it was the custom at Daganiah to per­

mit a comrade to work on tile rarm tor two and even three yenrs 

wi thout requiring him to decide whether or not he wished to be­

come a permanent member. •l2tater. however, an end was put to 

this exoesaive treedom, and one year waa set as the trial per­

iod tor both parties. 

In 1920. the area or Daganiab was divided into two sec­

t ions, Daganiah A and Daganiah B. Daganiah B took over 1500 

dune.ms, or halt the original tract or land. The membership ot 

Daganiah A, t he original settlement, consists or members, 

their relatives, apprent i ces, and comrades who hawe come tram 

ot her kvutzoth -o gain 6.xperience . In all, t here are about twen­

ty families, with 36 children , 1n t he colony. In Daganiah B, 

the situation i s c losely po.rallel.13 

Daganiah, and similar communistic settlements 'l'fhich fol­

lowed, might be called , as they have been callld, "Ro~1nson 

Crusoe Islands•. And such t hey are, being exper1ment,1n new 

forms ot social living 1n a world based on the principles or 

private pr operty and exploitation ot labor. Never theless, the 

members ot these communistic colonies are not deterred by t his 

t act, for "a spirit or r evolt is 1n the hearts ot the members 

of these settlements , a spirit which has neve r known what i t 

is to make compromises or concessions.•14 

THE FIRST OCCUPATION GROUPS 

Attar D~aniah, t he next l abor settlement to be formed 

was that of Ben Shemen Buldah ( founded 1n 1909), atterwarda 
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transferred to Beer Tuviah. Thia colony was motivated 1n ita 

origin by the second principle enumerated above. that ot "oc­

cupational strategy.• rather than by "sectarian idealism". Its 

prevailing object was educational. It served as a transitional 

k'rutzoh, having no tixed administrative policy. Nor was this 

kvutzah definitel y linked to any particular parcel of ground. 

It r egarded the land it inhabited as a temporary• rather than 

a permanejlnt home. It was t o serve merely as a school 1n which 

the members were to leo.rn to work, and in whi ch t hey were be­

ing prepared to take up work on the soil elsewhere. For this 

purpose. t hey had a supervisor. But th e work ot the supervisor 

was conceraed only with t>rgan1z1ng t he work, and tixing the 

general outline of t he group's program. not dealing with the 

details of intennal management.16 

The mistakes ot t he director were to leave n o permanent 

mark on t he character of the settlement. Rather. from these 

mistakes it was possible to learn, e.nd as t hey were not of vi­

t al importance. t he mistakes or t h e director were not exemined 

too closely or too har4hly criticized. Thus this type of set­

tlement differed, tor example, f"rom t he Merchavia settlement, 

where t he director played an all-important role 1n the work ot 

the colony . I n t he kvutzoh ot Ben Shemen Huldah, there was more 

freedom for the ind1v1.dual than 1n t he director-managed colon­

ies . Regarded as a training-school, t h is kvutzob allowed ite 

pup6ls a~solute liberty.16 

In t he se&llement at Ben Sbemen Huldah, since it was found­

ed on an experimental-educational aim, new developments were 

made possible. Here. tor example, the f1.rst modern Jewish da1.ry 

was established• and the first attempts were made at poultn-
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torm was abandoned. and separate kvutzotb were established 1n 

Ben Shemen and Huldah. In 1921, the Ben Shemen kvutzoh became 

a moshav ( a non-communistic, cooperative colony). Thia was 
17 

done for a three-told purpose , namely, (a) to avoid any possi-

bility or friction between the manager and the workersa (b)to 

make tbe worker a partner 1n the ereati ve work. On h1s own plot 

or land, he would not have juat one tunct i on to perform, but 
variant 

would learn to care t or the/needs ot cultivating a parcel or 

l andJ and ( c) to increase his capacity and etf'orts f or work, 

by supplying greater motivation for his work. 

THE FIRST COOPERATIVE SETTLEMENT 

We turn n ow to t he third type or labor colonization 1n Pal­

estine , t hat characterized by "economic rationalism• , as repre­

sented in the first colony of this t ype , the colony at Merchaviah. 

The colony at t.ierchaviah d itfered 1n outlook trom t he two 

already-mentioned l abor settlements (Dagan1ah and Ben Shemen 

Huldah) 1n that its outlook was purely one or economic exped­

iency. It was intended to be an example of efficiency and org­

anization, and to set up a new pattern for kvutzoh administration. 

The colony at Merbhavia is alwa7s associated witb the name or 
18 Franz Oppenheimer, its founder. Oppenheimer, a recogni zed Ger-

man Jewish sociologist, had made previ01U experiaents 1n land­

settlement 1n Germany . Herzl brought him to Zi onism, and t he 

Zionist Congress assured him or a parcel of l and tor coopera­

tive colonization 1n Palestine. This was Merchavia, wh ich was 

founded on the Oppenhe irner plan. 

Oppenhe1t:Ier •s views uere , r oughl y , as tollowaf91abor cooper -
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ation can only be aucceaatul when t he capitalistic principle 

of organization and d1101pl1no ia applied. Th ia required a 

centralization ot reaponaiblity 1n the ha4ds of one man, tree 

competition !1Jll~ the worke••• with ditterenoea 1n wagea accord­

ing to the work produced.(The member• ot the oooperatiTe tarm 

were to be employed strictly u wage-earnera.). The size ot the 

rs.rm was not to be tixed, but was to be determined by the direc­

tor, the central figure 1n the Oppenheimer plan. The administ­

r ator was to serve tor a transition period until the members 

were sufficiently trained to appoint an Administrator from 

among themselves . 

This plo.n Oppenheimer put into etfect 1n Merch&Yia on an 

area or 3.000 dun am of land . He chose 3 ,000 dunam in preference 

to 10,000 1n the hope that the colony might grow according to 

t he capacity or the workers and its director . The presumed ad.­

vantages of the Oppenheimer plan were, (a) the greater use or 

machinery ( as the farm gre• 1n area): (b ) the sale or produce 

and purchas e or requisites withou t the use of middiemen: (c) 

t ~e greater distribution of labor, due to a greater degree or 

speci alizationJ and (d) pavin~ the ~ay tor c ommunal ownership 

( as t he system of t he ruture) and communal management. These 

supposed advantages or t he Oppenheimer plan are not universall y 

conceded, however. Wil.ka..~sky , for example , 20ia un~illing to 

accede to t he val~e of these factors. It was under t h is ~ener­

al plan, however , t hat the colony at Merchavia was undertaken. 

The t.trst rtve vears t hat t he colony was 1n existence 

r esul t ed 1n heavy losses.21 The plan or management, 1n short, 

did not succeed, and t he colony finally came to an end. Al• 

t houg:i the admini strator h i ms elf had chosen t he members with 
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adminiatrrator and t he members. The o.dm1n1strator abondened 
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his position: the manage~ent was placed 1n the badda ot a 

eomznittee or members. Still there was no peace, and •this which 

should baTe been the most harmonious settlement, according to 

Oppenheimer, became the 1-aat ao.•22':rb_ua. 1n 191.5. t1ve years 

after its establishment. t he Oppenheimer settlement broke up. 

In its place was established a settlement of t he type or D~­

s.niah. without a director o'I a progressive wage-scale. In this 

form doew tbe present kTutzah at l!erchartah ex,ist today. 

APTER THE BRITISR OCCUPATION 

The three colon1e• described above were singled out as 

the best representative or their particular types . It is not 

to be 1m.ag1ned, however, that only t hes e colonies of laborers 

exi s ted before the Briti sh occupation of Palestine 1n 1920. 

Up until t hat t i.me the following settlements had already been 

established: {a) Da~aniah. {b)Kinnereth, (c) L1erchav1o. . Id) 

Tel Adas. {e) Hulda Ben Sb.eoen , {t) Gan Shmuel. {g) Beer Tuviah, 

(b) T1reh , (1) Aveleth Basbachnr.(1) K.tar Giladi. 

Arter t he British occupat i on 1n 1920 . h owever. t he de­

velopment ot the kvutzoth proceded more rapidly . In 1921. the 

Jewish Uat1onal Fund began t h e acquisition of land 1n the Emek 

Jezreel. TMs ma.de a new and more extensive labor colonization 

possible. And it was t his new colon izat ion which produced the 

workers' settlement toms that we find in Palestine todav. 

These fall . more or lesa. into three cat egories: (a) t he 

oomr.unistic settlements, known as kvutzoth, carrying the coop­

era 1ve idea not only into land ownersh ip but into every act of 
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dail y 11Y1ng--oommuna1 kitchens, aohoo1a, etc , (b) the moahaYei 

ovdim. cooperative groups 1n which separate parcels ot land were 

privately owned, with cooperation 1n certain phases or group lite: 

{ c) women- workers• ,a-oupa . 1n which which aomen are either pre­

paring to take up lite 1n one or the aboTe-mentioned types or 

labor aet,tlementa or are pe1'111&1lently settled to engage 1n agri­

cultureal aot1v1ty . 

':'he growth or theae forms or labor-colonization .. tween the 

years 1921 end 1930 is r eadily aeen tro.c the f ollowing tabl e:23 

t;rae no . or settlts. 
1921 1927 1930 

a • Kvutzoth 12 26 25 
b . Uosb.aTei ovdim 4 12 12 
o . rlomen' s settlta-- 6 5 

Totals: 16 44 42 
Total 7~at. (soul4} 

a . KTUtzoth Y~B / 2 .'566 
b . l~oshaTe1 ovd. ? l . 831./2.750 
c . nomen• s aettlts -- 98 124 

Tot a1s: 4 .107 5.440 

no. 
1921 

404 
160 

ot workers . 
1927 193o 
1,612 1,693 

982 1.064 
98 124 

564 2,692 2,881 
total area (dunams) 

14.775/75.220/ 79,ISO 
2,Sl l/50 ,500/57,230 

17.586/125.700/135 . 380 

In 1932 , the number or mal:e and female workers 1n the kvutzotb 

~ose to 2 , 278; 1n t h e Moshave1 0Ydim they totalled 2 ,061; t he 

the t oaal nunber or souls 1n t hese t wo rorms or settlements 

1n 1932 was s.soo. 
To a consi derable extent. this development was due to 

t he interest and efforts ot the Histadruth, whi ch made clear 

trom its ver y beginning t hat it l ooked upon J ewish t■-■w col­

onization 1n Palestine as • essentially a workers' movement. 

ror ffhich they are primarily respon s i ble . To t hem the essen­

tial t hing 1a to facilitate a.it the penetration of a Jewish 

•or king class into the se colonie• ." Because 1t r ecogni zed the 

need or a strong b asis 1n t he l abor col oni es, the B1stadrut h 
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laid down the tollowing conditions tor labor oolon1zat1on:25 

(a) it taTored the settler without meana oYer one with capital. 

(b) it stipulated tbnt no agricultural worker can control more 

land than he and his tamily can operate. and that 

( o) no worker shall be permitted to accumulate beyond the liT-

1ng needs or h1mselt and hia family. 

n1th t he development ot t h e Immigration ottice or the B1atadruth. 

and with the riae ot 9111.r" aa its oolonizin,g agency, these instru­

ments wer e ta1tb1'ully applied to t he aarrying out or the above­

mentioned aims. 

\"IOU.EN I s KVUTZOTH 

Proc the t ime t hat women first o.rr1Ted to settle 1n the 

colonies 1n Palestine. they were raced with diff i cult problems. 

Because or their sex. certain avenues or employment •ere closed 

to them. In periods ot unemplo}'lll.ent . they were tho f irst to sut­

ter . Thus we .find an extraordinary development in the Palestin­

ian labor colonization , the development ot women workers• kvll­

t zoth . These tirst began as "wandering kvutzoth. which had nei­

ther soil nor plan nor budget". on t he shore of Gali lee . in 

t he 11mek Jezreel. and in Judea. 

The vear .following the war. t hese wander in~ women' s kvu­

t zoth disappeared . They had been born of the diffi culties or 
t he war cri sis, during wh ich period women encountered parti­

cul arl y gre at difficulty in securing employment . The war oYer. 

t hese wander ing lrrutzoth had naturally outlived their useful­

ness , and 3oon d1sappeard. Thus, arter these primitive kvutzoth, 

came the l!i-&Shek ha- poalotb, t he ,,omen• s tra in in~ farms. These. 

1n contrast t o the uandering kvutzot b , wer e planned, ntab111zed, 
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and landed un1ta. Such a farm waa created 1n Petach ~ikTah. 

soon after the war, and a wocien I a tree nursery was undertaken 
27 

in Jerusalem 1n 1921. 

The purpose or the meshet was lar~ely an educational one. 

It was to prepare the wo:nan tor the general meahek or rann aet­

tleoent, tho knltzoh. The work was divided among the women . and 

t h e responslb111ties were communally shared. Uot onlv did the 

oeshek ba- poaloth serve an educationa1 l'Undtion, however. but it 

also showed t hat woman could eucceastully engage 1n agricultural 

enterpri se . Moreover , the rounding or tree-nuraeriea and t obacco 

plantati ons by these wocen workers gave impetus t o the develop­

ment of Jewi sh horticulture 1th.1ch subsequently took place 1n 

the labor colonies generally. 

One euccesstul tree- nursery wo.s t hat undertaken by t he 

women workers at Nachla th-Jehuda . This was rounded 1n t r e year 

1922 , Q under t he direction or Hannah C'h1s1.k.28In t he same 

year, a tobaoco-tarl!l was undertaken by a group ot women at 

K.tar Tabor (J.leshach). 29 This was begun at t he instigation ot 

the Agricultural Otfice ot the Histadruth, which felt t hat a 

tobacco-tarm might supply a auitable means or employment tor 

women . This group at first encountered many ditrioultiee. and 

was aided by Jewish No.t ional FUnd money. The wom_en were com­

pelled, however, to seek outside employment to sustain t h em­

selves . Under t hese conditions, the kTotzoh soon di s solved, a 

f ailure. But these women, and others like them , bad , through 

these attempts at tanning . learned to work under inauspicious 

conditions . Moreover , they had been steeled tor the undertaking 

ot new e trorts at omen's colonizat ion. 
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The crisis ot the years 1925-1926 produced new etforta 

on the ps..rt ot woman to find employment, and again t he women 

workers wbo were unemployed were the last to reweiTe consider­

ation . A mood or despair overcame the women workers. A re~ ot 

then. of course • had been absorlSed 1n t he women I s training 

farms . but many in the cities were compelled to remain idle. 

The W0t:1en Workers' Council or the Hiatadruth sought a r emedy 

tor t he s1tuat1on, but found none . 

It was at that title (1926) that Hannah Chisik auggeated 

the formation ot the Chavurah form or commune 1n the towns and 

colonies .:50 While agriculture was the principle occupation in 

the ceshe~ ( the training farm)• in t he chavurah t he main sup­

port •as to cor.ie fr om outside employment . Evenings, after fin­

ishing her work in the nearby coamuni t y , t he woman would re­

turn t o t he chavu.rah. ':'here she ~ade her h0t:te . and engaged 

also 1n light agricultural activity . Th6 latter served not 

111K only- to aid in the supportt of t he group , but also gaTe 

to the oup a semblande of permanence. binding t !le members 

core closely together. 

So appealing d i d the chavurah arr angement become, t hat 

many wcn.:en left the siyuah (the dole) to join such women 

wor kers ' uoups. The work of founding t hese chavuroth was 

spor-sored by t he Wome~ lorkers ' Council, and financial aid 

•,,as received from t h e newly-founded Pioneer ·ilomen ' s Org ani­

aalion ot Anerica . The first chavurotb had been t hose of 

:el Aviv. imlluding sixty women workers . DurinR 1926 and 1927 

se,eral more arose . In t he year 1932. t here were. 1n t he wo-

r-en workers' settlements, a total of 190 young wcmen.3lot course, 

sorle of the groups had disbanded af'ter the period of crisis or 
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1926 and 1927. 

An interesting development ro&lowing upon the development 

ot the chavurah, and one of especial importance, is the women I s 

settlement at Ness Ziona, in Judea. This single rs.rm provides 

tor from 100 to 200 young women, and has given •he women wor­

kers ' movement great impetus. Owing to the success or this 

and similar women 's kvutzoth, the women workers• kvutzoh has 

becOJn.e more than merl&y an educational institutionJ it has 

became a permanent organization, and an accepted part of the 

l abor colonization activity in Palestine. 

THE NEW KVUTZOTH 

The recent workers' settlements in Palestine are all gover­

ned by tour broad basic principles. These are: (a) national 

ownership of t he land, (b) self-labor without exploiting the 

l abor of others, {c) mut ual assistance among t he settlers, and 

(d) mutua l purchase and sal es. These labor s ettlements, most 

of which are on land belonging to t he Jewish National FundJ, 

and many or which were founded with t he assistance of t he Ker­

en Rayesod, are classified according to t he application made 

or t he genera l princi ples enumerated above, and tall into two 

distinct t ypes: t he kvutzoh and t he moshav ovdim. 

The fundamental princip l e s or the first t ype , t he kvutzoh, 

as we have already seen 1n t he case of t he colony at Dagania, 

are : communal om1ersh1p of t he land , communal r e sponsibility 

for the management of the colony (both for directing its ec­

onomic l ife and f or t he distribution of the fruit s of labor), 

and collective cultural recreation. In t he kvutzoh, all pro­

fits, whet herl earned in t he settlements or by wage-work done 



lll. 

outa1de the ~tzob , belong to the entire knltzo'h. All or the 

~e=bers ot the kTUtzob , called 9 Chaveertaa• ( •c0inradea•) are 

equal. as regards the aatiataction ot their wanta. Expenses 

tor such t hing• aa lodging , f ood , clothing , and t h e educat ion 

or t h e children are all pro•ided by the knltzoh'a c<r.l:mon treaa­

u.ry . It' there is a aurplua 1n t he treasury, t he oeaber a get the 

benefit or it . 

How 1a t h e kvut&ah organized! )Cuch in the f01ll0111ng a:anner: 32 

•1n the center or a kTUtzah aettle ent at anda t h~ coammal ceaa­

roO"C and kitchen and C!l114ren• s house, . In the n e w kwutzoth , theae 

s.re costly still te1:porary wooden h ouse s; 1n t he, old.est ones , 

t ?-.e y are bi.g concrete bu1ld1n,-a. To t he eoc:unal. e atablis?n:::.ent 

be lone t he bakery, t he clothers- stor•, t he eewi!ll,i:- rooo, and t he 

s~oe- shop . • ~os t lcTutzot~ haYe a l.ao reading and r::rus1c ro<r.:UJ . 

I.:l t h e older kvutzoth, the cajoritj of t?le Ch.aveeriD are 

=a.rried, and have t heir t&J:11.l y roo::a. '!~e unca.rI• i ed YO\.UlSt oen 

fl..'1d • o::en 11 ve 1n groups or three or four . T;:ie ch i l dren ha-re 

t heir o'\'l!l sleep1n6- quarters, t hough 1n soi::e kTUt;zotb t he c~.i.l­

d. ... e:1 a_eep 1n a roo:n adjoining t ha or the ir paronts . The lar­

ge:- ln'ut.:oth each h ·.•e t h eil" own schol ls , wh.1.le~rth e sn aller 

er-J: zoth buil d joint schools . 

:~e tollowi:lg rule s are generl lly regarded a s the • i.aw of 

t l:e E:vutzo:,• : 33 

(a ) d~ t 7 or a ll t o work . 

(b) cooper a~~ve ork under t he se1t-r.a.n re:ent ot all Torkers . 

( c) eo:::.::u::a: ife u:-.der equal. living conditions 1n t he i..-vutzoh. 

(1) equa_it; o~ rights 1n society and econcmy. 

( e) a~to:i~aus ado?t1on or c ecl:>ers , within t he regulat i ons or 
t ~e General ~or kers' Orga::l1aat1on (the ~1stadruth) . 

( ~) respons1b:l1t7 o~ t ~e 1:td171dual to t he c~-:::unit , and t he 
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reJpona1b1lity ot the community tor eToryone. 

( h ) d1ac1pline 1n all branches ot economy and oooperat1Te u.te. 

(h ) treedom tor the 1nd1v1daal in r:iattera or politics, religion. 
pcirt11 , etc . 

( 1) ba."1 on tbe employment or hired l abor in the kvutzoh. 

( .1) cocmuno.l education and maintenance or children up to 
working a.ge . 

{k} education ot the children tor a lite of cooperatiTo labor . 

( 1) maintenance ot the old and weak. 

{m) conquest of new branches ot work tor women. 

(n) equal duty ot all member• (men and women) to work 1n the 
household {bakery, kitchen, laundry , etc). 

(o) penetration ot the members into problems ot the collec­
tive • s economy, scope and branclles or work: training 1n 
special i zed work . 

(p) continuou s ettorts to incr ease production . 

(q) extension of t he lcvutzob with in tho t r amweork of ~ economic 
poa3ibil 1tv and t he linits or t he internal situation 1n 
the kvutzoh . 

( r) mutual help between the kvut zot b as an extension or the 
idea ot the kwtzoh. 

STA.UDARD OF LIVING 

A question often asked 1s: "ts the standard of living 1n 

the kvutzoth up to t he standard of l Ui.ng of the independent 

workers 1n Palestine?" Thie question is best ansuered bv e 

studv made bv G. Cidrowitz. a Palestini an economi st~ Cidrow-

itz bases h is study on the ki t chen - a ccoWJts d and book-keeping 

systems or s ix kvutzoth. namely: Beth Alla , Tel Yosof, Ein Harod, 

Geva . Ltishmar ho.- .:. ek . and Gan Shmue l. His studv reveals the fol­

lowin5 raet s: 

The kvutzob spends on i t s members an average or L41 a ;7ear 

( 4.00 a week) . The h i ghest per capita expenditure is 1n Oan 
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1n l 1almar b.a- Emek (L35 . l per vear). These differences are 

ls..rgelv due to guests. siekneas. excursions . eto . In Petach 

71.lcvah. on the otber band. tho expenses or a W96e- earner (as 

or Feb:-uo.ry. 1934) are between L60 and L80 a vear . Thua there 

11 a considerable disparity between the expenditures or city 

wage- earners and that ot the lC'nltzah ~ecbera. 

ll.3 . 

-mat accounts tor this d it'~erence? ?'Jndamentally. t he dit­

tere:ice 11ea 1n the ~ounts spent tor food and SllPPl ies . Th.e 

individual wage - earner spends bet ween L.'50 and L36 a year f or 

rood . The kvutzoh. on the otn.er band. spends only about Ll6 

a year tor food tor e ach c ember. The purchase or- large quan-

t1t 1e s of roodsturts. t he coc::nmal kitchen, the u se or kTutzoh 

food products (dairv products . e&gs. a.nd vegetables raised 1n 

the kvutzoth) . clearly indicate t hat a considerable saving is 

e~!"ected 1n the kVutzob . ':'hus. we find that t he:-e is hardlv 

a..~7 d 1~f erence 1.~ the expenditure s tor food between L~divid­

ual ~or~rs and those of the si.x kvutzoth considered 1n this 

3t;,.1dy . 

?ther e a s t he food expense 1n the kYutzotb a?:1ount s t o !1tt7 

p<?rcent or t he total expend1tm-es , t hat of t he individual wor­

ker ( 1n Petach T1kvah) ~ounts to 55- 60~ of his total expenses. 

~oreover . t here is t he factor or rent . L, t he kvut zoth . each 

teober's share is about 8~. contributed to an aoort 1zat1on 

and expa."ld i on t'und , ( t here being no ac~ual rent ) . while the 

cit~ o~ker pays 12 and 1/2~ ot h is income for rent . As for 

auch co:::i:::odi t 1e3 as c loth1n~ . and sh oes . t hese expenditures 

... e about t he san:e 1n both cases . except t hat 1n a rew kvu­

tzot~ these are t:!Ade bv t he oecbers t heoselves . helping to 
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reduce the expenaea . 

The extent ot such aotivitiea 1n the knltzoth may be gath­

ered t'roo a report 1n the Palestine Economic Review. 35.rhi a re­

port reveals t hat perambulators are made at Naana; ahoes and 

tu.rniture at Oivath ha-Shloaha; underwear at E1n-Barod; uphol­

sterv fabrics at Habacbaruth . Moreover. E1n Harod haa its own 

print ing shop ; some kvutzotb bake bread an4 sell it t o the 

neighborhood. The Palestine Manutaoturera • Association. t he 

Pal.eat1ne Products Organi zation. and the General Federation of 

Jewish Labor have given impetus to the product1v1t~ ot the 

knatzoth by sponaor1n~ "Totzereth Ha-aret z•. the movement tor 

the consucption or Pa lestine-made products . 

In t he anal ysis made by CidJJow1t z, there is a lso a compar­

ison of the diets 1n the kvutzotb ment ioned with the diets ot 

the \10rkers independently employed . Be f inds that in t he kvu­

tzoh more bread is consumed , and so with sugar , and rat - contain­

ing roods . Less dairy products and fruits a.re eaten 1n t he kvu­

tzoth. Bread constitutes 39 and 1/ ~ or their total calory- aon­

taining d i et . This i s due to the East EuropeB.Il or1~1n of moat 

or the lcvutzob members. bread being a pr inc i pal part of the 

di et 1n these countries . However. as time goes on . with t he 

r1so ot a new generation and t he spr eadin~ of t he modern oon­

cept ions of d i etet ics, t he situation i s sure to cb.a::l~e . 

SJJ.ALL VERSUS LARGE KVUTZOT!I 

Por s cr.ne ti.me nOTJ there have been two distinct attitudes 

as regards t he proper size of t he kvutzoh . One u oup maintains 

that t he large kvutzoh (represented 1n such post - war colonies 

a s E1n Harod. 1~ upper Galilee ) ia pr eferable as a social untt: 

taaxax 
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tne other maintains that a amallor . more homogeneoua group, 

ot the type which cs.de ita appearance 1n Palestine already 

betoro the •o.r , (as represented ~Y Daganiah) ia c ore deaire­

ablc. The 41~terence 1n a1ze represented by the two type• or 

kvutzoh 1a r oad11T aeen fl-om the tact t hat, While most kTu­

tzobb baTe rrom 50 to 80 member•, the kTUtzoh at Ein Ha.rod hu 

nearly 400 membera , 36 

~/bile the defenders ot the at:iall ln'Utzoh hold th.at only 

persona or common origin and intereeta abould enter a kYutzoh 

togethor. the protagon1ata ot t he large kwtzoth 1na1st that 

t ho k't'ut:ob should be open t o all who wish t o aettle there . 

From t he more practical econ0t1ic point ot view , the advocates 

ot t ho large t Clrm claiJn t he following advantages: (a) the pos­

sibility or obtaining oodern implements, ( b ) ett1c1encv 1n the 

uae or machinery. ( c) etf1ciencv 1n the diotribution of labor, 

( d) econoov 1n buving and ao 111ng , ( ~•Ut•tRYu:rbxr-N• x•tu 

t:z1:"1n:tnxwtx\w)Mna and , (e) economy 1n bu1ld1.n,:t and stocka.37 

':'hey cla im, moreover . t ho.t onl"V" 1n the large kvutzob are t hero 

reo.l OP?Ortun1t1ea for cultural development (broader contacts. 

~ s ic and theatre groups, etc .). The pr otagonists or the ama11 

kvutzoh . however. claim t hat the larger colony tends to becot1e 

unw1eld , and lacks the element of comradeshi p wbioh 1s so 

JC'Uch a p:irt of the kvutzoh lite . 

Regardless or t h e weight or these arguments, it waa the 

peculiar conditions or the pre- war immigration { e~ll . homo­

geneous units) which produced t he so.all kvutzoh . and it was 

the conditions or the post -~ar 1mm1,n-at i on (or lo.r~e masses 

fl-om variouo countries) t hat producod t he large kvut zoth . And 
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it will be the conditions or today and tomorrow 1n Palestine 

which shall, 1n the last analysis, determine whether the large 

or small lc'nltzoh shall prevail. That the problem is already more 

theoretical than practical is seen trom the tact tbat38(a) the 

small kvutzoth are, to a certain extent, open t o new settlers, 

and { b) the new set t lers are receiving training 1n the countries 

or their origin intended to enable t hem readily to adapt them­

selves to the new lite 1n t he kvutzoh . be i t large or small. 

Moreover . to otf set any advantages the larp,:e kvutzoh may claim 

as a result of its larger organizat ional set-up, it mu st be 

pointed out t hat the small kvutzoth have banded together into 

kibbutzim (groups of kvutzoth) so t hat t hey too can r eap the 

benefits ot larp,:e-scale buying , selling . etc . 

\'1O}.Wl IN THE KVUTZOH 

~omen have pla7ed not a minor role in the development of 

t he kvut zoh colon ies 1n Palestine . In t he earl v days of the 

founding of t he fu-st kvut zoth, ,.,oman partook equally of the 

\'IOrk and hardsh i ps involved in the pioneering exis tence . We 

find women carrying stones and building roads . sufferinR the 

r avages of fever and s 1c1mes s . under going privation and hunger 

1n t he building of t h ese kvutzoth on t ~e barren and swamp-rid­

den soil. \'le find her fighting for acceptance on en equal foot­

ing with men . generally t o be r ejected, at least as far as t he 

opper tun1ties for emplo:vment are concerned , unt il finally ac­

cepted for the firs t time 1n t he colony of Sedjera tor empl9Y­

ment as a wor ker with equal righta . 39 

The same idealism lVh i ch brought many ot her male compan­

tons to the k-vutzoth of Palestine led many of the women settlers 

to t hese new colonies . The s ame sense of incomple teness . the same 
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desire to recreate their lives along more significant lines. 

gave them the s t rength to endure the hardships or pioneer lite. 

\'ie find on• woman. who was actiTe in her village council in Rus­

sia , reporting, 40"Mv li1'e. m:, whole lite, has been a mistake 

until nowl The peopl e to lfuom I have dedicated myself till now 

1s not my own. I am a stranger in its midst. And t h at other 

people. my ~ people. is a stranger t o me •••• I know t h e little 

tai lor, the little sbopkeeper,--but t hey are not the people. 

Among t he Russians I know the stevedores, on t he docks, t he pea­

sants who hunger, arn4dst their harvests, the l ean , staring wo­

men and children who stream out evenings .t'rom the f ac t ory when 

the bell rin~s . But where are the masses of my own people ? I 

must begin again .t'rom the beginning." 

And many women , her sisters. began "again. t'rom tbe begin­

ning" in the kvutzoth. They have contributed much to the life 

or the kvut zoh . What has t he kvutzoh done tor them? It has giv-

en many of them that independence or spirit tor which t hey longed. 

"Only ye3terday I was a thing torn by doubts and hesitations. In 

t he noisy ci ty , in the great library , in the museum, 1n the clas­

ses , the question would suddenly con.t'rontme: why are vou doing 

t hese t h1n~s? '\Too needs you? •••• But now? My comrades are out 

1n t he fie l d, mowing t he harvest which we have sown . Close by 

I be ar the mill grinding out gr a in . And the f lour from the mil l 

comes str a ight to me , and I bake the bread t or all of us •••• 

Brea~ ls ~ r e l y needed." 

Woman has been made a 1'\111 partner 1n t he work of the kvu­

tzob . She shares its r esponsibilities and enjoys t he fruit of 

her labor an an equal footing wi th man . She i s not burdendd 

down by ~ oppressive demands on her time on the part of her 
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children . She b&a hours ot l.eisure tar reading and ael.t-1mproveQ 

cent . and . what is more important, ahe 1s tree to pa plan her 

l ite. Because or thia new treedom or woman 1n the kvutzotb or 

Pale stine , the concept ot the family has undergone some change . 

Indeed . 1t Ilk haa been said that •the problem or the t&J:lil:, 

seens to be on its way to a reaaona•le solution 1n the collec­

tives . tor personal attractiwn rather than economic considera­

tions are the basis tor rel.ationship between man and woman. •41 

At anv r ate , t he economic clepen4ence ot woman, an important 

factor 1n family relationships, is replaced by equa lity between 

t he sexea. Both work tor the commune. and receive their support 

rror- t he eoomune. Nor or t here tanily quarrels as to h ow the 

children should be raised, as this is a group affair. Thus the 

relationsh i p between ~usband and vite is. to a gree t extent , 

tree ot many ot the petty d1tf'1cultiea o f carried lit'e, and 

the self- dependence of woman gives her a certain sense or 

poise and <lignit:,. 

CHILDREli Di THE KVUTZOH 

The group- trainL"l& of children 1n the kvutzoh has aroused 

cueh comment , both favorable and unfavorable. It crust be remem­

bered at the outset, ho~ever , tha t t h is practice was as much 

the result of the exigenci es ot group-life as of soe1a1 theory. 

However . there are two motives whi ch pr ompted the adopt ion ot 

group- upbringing of children as a fea t ure of kvutzoh 11.fe , namely~ 

(a) the wil.l to deepen the relationship and strengthen the bond 

between the 1nd 1v1dua1 and the groupJ{, and (b) the will to make 

wo::ian tree 1n social and family life . 

AlthoughJ! the situation varies fr0t:1 kvutzoh to kvut zoh, 
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t he care of the children is handled, gener ally, 1n much the 

following manner: Shortl.y a1'ter the child is born , i t is placed 

1n the children's home, a building which is generall y the best­

built and the beat-equipped 1n the entire k'nltzah. There t he 

child 1s placed 1n t he care ot nurses and teachers until adol­

escence . Intant mortality in the klrutzoth is lower then anywhere 

else 1n the countr y~and •the upbringing ot the children ia now 

generally adoitted to be superior to anything t he private fam­

ily or school can otter .• There is no estrangement between chil­

dren and parents, as t he parents come 1n daily contact with their 

children , and are thus able to retain con sillerable influence 

over t hem. 

The 8e,Miml-113a trainbg or t he children follows the general 

pattern or lite in the commune . They are trained to help each 

other in work and s tudy; tasks are generally assigned to small 

groups of children rather t han to individuals . From infancy on, 

everything is shared by the chil dren. Their toys, t hey are t aught , 

are theirs only so long as t hey are using them. 11ot only do the 

children execute their tasks cooperatively, but t hey also plan 

t he ir tasks together . Thus t here i s a kitchen committee , work­

shop committee . garden committee, etc. among t he ch ildren . M 
No type of work is stigmat i zed, but all work has equal status . 

"Self-labor , part i cularly 1n agriculture, and cooperative liv­

ing , t he t win prL~c i ples of t he col lect ives, thus become the 

natural way of li •;1ng for t he new gene rat i on. "44 

One wery well or~anized kvutzah school i s t hat of Ben Shemen . 

Prom i ts report of February, 1933, the pl an of education may b e 

clearl7 seen, 451n 1933 ( the sixt h year of its existence) . t he 

school had 250 pupils, r anging 1n age from 4 t o 17 years. The 
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children are d1rlded into 4 groups: kindergarten. intermediate, 

folk:.school , and agricultural school. Each group has 1te own 

home, wi th i t s dining-room, bed- rooms, etc. In t he course ot 

one year the school had acquired 60 additional pupils (durin~ 

1933). 20 of whom were sent t here by parents t'rom Poland, Ger­

many. and America. 

The charge h as been made t hat t he children pr oduced by this 

type or collective education are "too dry" and too "torinal". 

t hat t hey "lack softness" . One woman answers these charges by 

saying t h at those uho make these charges "torget t hat our ch il­

dren have virtues nhich we lacked as chi ldren: t he b61n~ accus­

t omed t o work, the discipline wi t h regard t o t he group, t he 

sense of repponsib1lity with regard t o tasks , the strong love 

of nature , a strong , authentic love, without the sentimental­

i s:a of t he past ."46 As for t he char~e that t he children are 

too presumptuous . she repli es : "Do we pause to d lstinJtUi sb 
spiritual 

betwcen/ t•rtlnrtglrt. fr&edom, forthrightnes s and stronr t h , on 

the one hand , and 'cheek' on t he ot her ?" 

A woman of Ein Harod . exruh1n1ng t he pr ogress of t he chil­

dren• s education 1n t hat colony over a period ot t en years, rec­

ogni zing how diffi cult it is for a mother to relinquish her child 

to the care of others during t he fir st t hree vears of i ts life , 

still is an ardent protagonis t of group-rearing of ch ildren. She 

says : 47ttrt has become clear to us that for sch ool children t he 

r i chest and most harmonious form of upbringing ls the children's 

home as 1t exists 1n our mldst--not an isolated lit t le world . 

but a children 's community integra.ted with our own, grouing 

with us . nourished vd t b t he spirit of our soil, l ovingly watched 

over and cared f or not only by t he pa.rents, but b• the commune 

as a \"lhole . " 
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However , this communal svatem of education is fraught with 

problems. There is . first of all. the • s truggl e between intel­

l i gence and instinct ff on t he part of mothers of infants. -.ho 

pr efer to have t heir of fspring under their constant supervision : 

the problem or the training of teachers tor these children. for 

the training received by t he t eachers is of'ten inadequate or un­

suited to t he kvutzoh lite; and the prob l em or get t ing the mem­

bers to understand t he value or the work of t hose 1n charge of 

the children ' s upbrin'ling . These are problems which only time 

'If ill solve . 

THE KIBBUTZ 

An interesting vario.nt or the kvutzoh idea , and one linked 

cl oselv with the kvutzoth , is seen in t he k i bbutz im . These differ 

t r Ol:l the 1ndi#idual autonomous kwtzoth 1n t hat they r epr esent 

l arger economic units. T.'alile a ~qod many or the members of such 

kibbut zim are a lready settled on t he soil, t he k i bbut zim con-

sist l ar~el v of members in absentia , members who are ur ban ,1or­

kers , and hope eventually to take up their residence in the kvu­

tzoth. These urban members ssve money , and send i t to t he ki bbutzim 

to pave the nay for their later advent . Of t hese kibbutzim . Re ­

vusky r em.arks : "The phenomenon of an u rban worker who is saving 

turiously--someti.mes by sacrifice of the actual necessities of 

life- -and putt~ those savings not into an indivi dual bank 

account or an individual parcel of land , but into a future col­

lective hone . of wh ich he • oo will some day be a member . and 

entrusting t hose savings ·,1holeheartedl v t o comrades alreadv on 

the l and . is, 1n my op inion . one of t he most amazi ng proo~s 

of the wonderful cooperative spirit of new Palestine ."48 
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There are two dilferent variations or the kibbutz plan. 

tn one tvpe , there may be 50 agri cultural workers prepari ng a s 

sett lement tor 100 members , the other 70 being employed for the 

t iJ:le being 1n urban work. and living 1n the citv. In the second 

t vpe . a group may be established on t he outskirts ot a private 

colony: in that eolonv. moat ot the members ot the kibbutz are 

working tor wages . The other a, however , are already settled on 

the soil nearby. In the latter type, otton referred to as a 

•settled• kibbutz, all of the members live together 1n t h e col­

onv, t h ough t he majority may be employed 6n the private colony. 

By wav or illustration or the wor ~ or a tYJ)1eal kibbutz. 

we have a letter from Naana, a kibbutz or Hanoar Haoved, t he 

work.in~ vouth organization ot Pale stine . A youn~ settler who 

has j ust arrived at the kibbutz writes : 49"Naana is two 1111.lee 

from Rehobot and 3 aamleh, twent y-two miles from Tel Aviv •• • we 

have 242 dunama ot land surrounding our buildings. Th is land 

consists ot vegetable end tlo~er gardens, Pardess, woods, green 

fodder , and 428 dunama on t he other side of t he Arab villa~e 

are planted wntirely 1n 1fhea t ••• • ttost people do outside 11ork. 

such as Pardess, government , and Yam Hamelach jobs, and as 

=aita longshoremen and pol1cemen •••• Tbe working day schedul e 

is: risinR, 5:45 ; tea and bread and begin work, 6:30; break­

fast at 8 :00; work from 8 : 30 to 11:30: l'Dl'lch f rom 12 t o 1:00; 

work from 1:00 t o 4:00 ; supper at 6:00 •••• The eight- hour day 

prevails here , but work goe s on • hen necessary .• 

As regards t he sodial 11.re 1n the kibbutz. the young man 

writes: "There is a good library . a t heatre-p;roup. an orches­

t r a , but t he success of social existence depends ent~ly on 

t he individual •••• liow let me explain about t he Uachsan . Every 



Chaveer banda all his clothes to the Maohaanit. Sox and hand­

kerchiefs go into the common Jlachsan. The chaveer gets back 

four dress sh irts, two work ahirtsl and panta. tour suits or 

underwear. eto •••• The exceaa goea into the reserve. and when 

be becomes used to the plaoe and makes up his mind to stay , 

it goes into t he Uachaan.• In case ot' illne ss, a doctor and 

nurse are always at band1 for special care, specialists are 

broultbt t o t he kibbutz, or the pati ent is taken to Tel Aviv. 
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From the above descript ion it may be seen that life 1n a 

kibbutz is very much like that 1n a kvutzah. The essenti al dit'­

rerenoe i s t hat the kibbutz cannot supply labor to all or its 

oembers, and that manv must t herefore rely on outside wages . 

Thi s creates a problem. in t hat. reRardless of t he d irterences 

1n t he earnings of t he members employed outside the k i bbutz , 

each i s expected t o contribute equally to the k i bbutz t r easury . 

Ho~e• er. it is not the highly- paid worker who enters the kib­

but z ; i f however. a well- paid wor ker enters the kibbutz , he 

is i dealistic enough to meet its requirement s . 

Another problem has been encountered in t he desire of soae 

wage- earners to help the ir parents or r e latives in ot h er lands 

out of their e arnings. To obvi ate t h i s difficultv. there h ave 

been establis~ed 1n some k i bbutzim "Help to Parent s" organiza­

tion s , wh i ch undertake to meet t ~e responsibility collectively. 

However . t he problem still arise s from time to time to vex the 

members of t he k ibbutzim. 

We cannot c lose thi s section on the kibbutz without mention 

of another use of t he term "kibbutz" . This term i s applied also 

to a group of kvutzotb ~orking t ogether cooperatively tor t he 

purchase of suppli es, t he educat i on of chi ldren , etc. This de-
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velopment has appeared since t he war. 1n the ett'ort or the 

Jcvutzoth to achieve a hi.gher degree or cooperation o.nd mut­

ual assis tance. At present t here exist three such federations 

of kvutzoth, namely: Hakkibutz Hameouchad. Chever Hakvutzoth . 

and Haldbbutz Baartzi shel Haahomer Hatzoir . 50These kibbutzim 

guide and strengt hen the member ~oups, 1n order "to open up 

new f i e lds or wor k. to absorb the ever-increasing str eam or 

Jewish immigrat ion, and to guide that group into eoll ectivist 

channels. • 51 Experts are sent to the groups to couneel them; 

members are transferred f'rom one p: roup to another for special 

training : unemployed members are sent wherever openings occur; 

and new projects for the absorption or labor are undertaken, 

such as laundri es , bakeries , etc . 

The most communistic of these kibbutzim (economi cally) , 

i s the Kibbutz Artzi. At the end of 1935 , i t s membership to­

t alled 3 ,:500 and i t included 41 kvutzot h scattered over the 

country. 52 Its members are also members of the party "Hashomer 

Hatzoir" . Uos t of them are still employed as wage- earners in 

t he village s. Its enter prises include not onl y its farms but 

also workshops and factories. These, the original purpose of 

which was to supply t he kibbutz members with manufactured 

good,, have already expanded and entered the open market . 

The leaders or t he kibbutz Hameouchad belon~ to the Pal­

estine Worker s ' Party . 53 It recogni ze• the inequalities exi st­

ing betwean t he new and t he old kvutzoth , and bet ween the kvu­

t zoth and. the kl~butzirn . Each of t he member kvutzoth and k~b­

butzim contribute to a central tund, from which money is lent 

t o • hose kvutzoth whi.oh need assistance. Th is kibbutz, like 

the Kibbutz Haarzi, also has established ,.,orkshops and factories . 
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Its membersh ip, at t he end ot 1935. consisted or 5,072. com­

prising 17 kvutzoth and kibbutzim. 

The Cbever Hakvutzoth is an association ot small kvutzoth. 

It differs rrom t he Ki bbutz Artzi in t hat t he latter advocates 

r:1edium-sized groups. It dittera ~om t he Kibbutz Hameouohad 1n 

t hat the l atter adTocates large farms. limited only by t h e ab­

sor ptive capacity ot the tarm.54 Alth088h t he existence or 

t hese central kibbutzim has greatly aaaiated the work or the 

member kvutzoth, it ia regrettable t hat, owing to polib1cal 

and ideologica l ditterences, three separate kib°b'ttz1.m should 

exis t . It is to be hoped that these t hree kibbutzim may s ome 

day be un i ted into one all-em.bracing feder ation of kvutzoth. 

Oct. l i '35 J.iembersh1E in the kibbutz Bameouchad55 

u male female total total• 
1. r..rar Gila.di, Tel Chai 7Jr 69 150 276 
2. Ayeleth Hash achar 87 61 148 208 
3. K1butz Kineret 92 96 188 289 
4. Oesher 157 129 286 373 
s. K.ineret Balcvutza 39 47 86 92 
6 . Tel Yosef 146 125 271 463 
7. Ain Ba.rod 18 4 180 364 695 
e. Hachugim Ain Harod 99 88 187 203 
9. Oivat 59 52 111 204 
10 . Yamu- 220 220 440 617 
11. Oivat Chaim 116 98 214 243 
12. Herzlia 73 104 177 216 
13. Hac~1.m Ran an a 86 56 142 152 
14. Hakovesh 114 107 221 269 
15. Machar 21 9 30 38 
16, Givat Hash losha. 143 141 284 389 
17. Kvutzat Habacharut 45 45 88 89 
18. Kvutzat Batelem 43 30 73 80 
19, Basode R1shon le Zion 72 56 128 141 
20, Nes Zi ona 37 37 74 76 
21, Naana 153 118 271 312 
22. 01Tat Br enner 200 182 382 545 
23. Rat:18.t Rachel 69 72 141 195 
24. Gedera 61 39 100 l.04 
lb 

2,397 2,159 4,556 6,269 

ii-The l ast col umn of f i gures l s t he total including t hose mem-
bers undergoing Hachshara outside t he count r y , and their familie s . 



126. 

THE ldOSHAVEI OVDIM 

In contllast t o the kvutzah and kibbutz forms ot settlement, 

there is the type ot labor settlement llnown as the moshav,l ovdim. 

This type of settlement first made its appearance after the war , 
56 (1921). The moshav ovdim is based on cooperative rather than 

communistic princi ples . Every sett ler is allotted an equal area 

of land , which he cultivates himself. The area is 11mited, so 

as to preclude t he possibility or hired labor. Buying and sell­

in~, and ownership of the heavy machinery, are on a cooperative 

basis. There is a lso mutual help among the settlers 1n case of 

illnessaa or in times of harrest, etc . 

The chie f difference between the moshav and the kwtzah lies 

1n the fact that the households are individually managed. Each 

settler and his family have t heir own home , on t heir own plot 

of land. As t h is partia l individualism tends to produce econ­

omic differences bet~een t he set t lers, the last conference or 

the members of t he moshavim decided to ta.lee steps to or~anize 

institutions f or mut ual assistance , and for equalization or 
57 

economic standards . Suggestions have even been made for the 

collenivization of certain activit i es, such as cereal - r ais-

ing , and citrus-growing 1n t he moshav, and for the formation 

of ch i ldrens 1 day nur series, etc. What the eventual outcome 

of these projected innovations will be is diff i cult t o pre-

dict J as t he situation now stands . however , t he general prin­

ciples of the moshav mi ght be thus formula ted: 58(a) the land 

is for l abor , not for purchase or sale. (b) t he f armer must 

do his own work, and t he size of t he farm may var y with t he 

number of workers 1n t he f amily , (c) cooperative buying , selling, 

and use of heavy tools, (d) mutual a id in seasonal ~ork, {e)coma 
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munal education and economic L~stitutions. (f) personal free­

dom in creation . 

Examples of the moshav ovdim are to be seen 1n Ktar 

Ezekie l and Nabalal. These colonies consist of trom ten to 

several hundred families, each family receiving its pa.reel 

of land , house , barn , l i vestock, etc. The necessary invest­

ment f'unds used to come troxn t he Jev1sh AgenJIY, but a.re now 

heinG supplied more and more by the ~or kers themselvea . 59 The 

land generally belones to t he Jewish National Fwld. to which 

the farmer pavs . arter a few vears or grace . a rental or 21 

of t he value of the land. A settler mav sell his lease to an­

other only "provided that t he buyer is approved by t he other 

menbers ot the community."60Mixed farming . consisting of 

cereals , fruits , vegetables. dairy products. poultry, etc . 

1s practiced 1n most of the moshavim. 

The internal mana~em.ent of' the moshavim is conducted along 

dec ocrati~ lines . Schools , S'V!lagogues , and other community 1n­

st1ti tions a.re oper ated b y the village through elected commit­

tees . -:;omen share responsibi l i t i es and privileges on equa l terms 

with the men . The government is carried on by an executive 

cOl:lraittee . and a council e l ected by the men and ~omen of the 

village in an annual election . This committee. represents the 

moshe.v before the Histadruth, the J ewi sh ?latlonal Fund, and 

t he Jewish Agency. The General Asserably. consis ting of all 

voters of the moshav comr:runity, decides impor tant mat ters or 

publi c poli cy. levies taxes , and selects the various cOtmlittees 

to supervise the work of the moshav . 61 
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As 1n the case or the kvutzoh. there is a preparatory or­

canization which pave s the way for sett lement 1n a mosbav ov­

dim. Workers who a.re able to s ave money with the intention or 

settlL'ig 1n a mosbav may do so through an "'lrgun" . The farmers 

thus settled on Jeffisb n at ional Pund land are subject to all of 

t he rules or moshav sett lements, regarding selt-la~or. etc . The 

Irgun is to the Moshav Ovdim much as t he Kibbutz is to t he kvu-
62 

tzob. 

These cooperative homesteads•seem to have discovered the x 

secret of appropriating the good and avoiding the evil inherent 

in private enterprise o.nd private propprty. The incontives or 

private mwz•lrtpx enterprise. such as !"reedom, initiative ••• 

being vour own master , reaping t he reward or your own efforts, 

are all present in t he nor kers ' vi llages. Members also have 

the joy of priva cy and per sonal possession which comes wi th 

private property. tt63Alld \?1th thes e .izains , the out standin~ evils 

of private property are , at the sar.ie time . eliminated. The prin­

ci ple o~ se lf-labor pr events oember3 rronrxploitin~ the labor 

of others: nationali zation of land ownership prevents t he ev1.l 

of land speculati on . Peri odic reassessment of l and value bv 

the Jenish National Fund a s sures that the whol e community will 

get the benefit of increased l and value s . The initial apport­

ionment of equal amounts of l and and materi als prevents great 

economic d11'ferences f r om ari sing between the member s . 64 

WOMAN IN THE luOSHAV 

Ordina.rilv. the work 1n the moshav ovdirn d1v1d6 s itself 

automatically bet\'feen the husband and wife. '!h1le the man 

works 1.'1 tbe f i eld , the woman ,.,orks in and around the house . 



~o~ever. this is not a strict division . and often the woman 

works in t he field alongside her husband, or he with her in 

the house . 
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Tbe household arrangement of t he moshav is often preferred 

by women ■ettlers because a woman ls better able to understand 

t he problems of , and work effectlvel• in, her own household, 

tather than in a commune. One woman writes that "for me the 

princi ple advantage of the moshav (over the kvutzoh) ls that 

it gives t he woman a chance to feel free and to live her own 

life . More than this, the moshav forces a certain independence 

on the woman. It brings the woman directly face to face with 

11.fe itself. and there is nothing to shield her fron the con­

tact with ha.rd r eali ty. It is true that t he woman in the mo­

shav pays heavily for her independence. Her burden is heavy-­

but we ought to understand t hat t :ie co.rrYin6 of a life- burden 

does not necesaarilv mean oppression, any more than com.!'ort 

necessarily means freedom."65 

The conditions under which the women 1n the moshav work 

vary. A un i versal problem. however . is the fact that t he ~ork 

cannot a l ways be limited t o 8 or 10 hours a dayf, for various 

reasons . Thi a . of course , uorks a hardship on the woman . If 

t he woman is also a mother, she has addit ional responsibilities . 

tben the children are older. and alreait.r attend school. the wo­

man i s more free for t he ,1ork of the moshav. While the children 

are young , houever. she can do verv litt le for the farm . For 

her, life is rat her hard; "she dows not know a moment's free­

dom during the day . and she i s ne ver permitted to sleep t he 

ni cht through~ Often . there is not money enought to lay 1n a 

sobck of provisions. so that the woman must make daily tri ps 



to the oooper atiTe store . There . she i s orten compelled t o wa i t 

her turn 1n line . So::ieti.mes sh e i s c01::1pelled t o take h er child 

to the cU.nic . and t here again i a a line ahead or her. 

':'he r et1!'1ng or children 1n the :::ioshaT pr e 3ents a real prob­

leo. In the kvutzob . t here is group up- bringing. But 1n t he mo­

shsv. dw-1.ng the earl v vears or the chi ld' s l i .te . either a tea­

cher would have t o be employed by the fani ly. or ahe woman would 

~ave to ~orsake her other dut i es and devot e herself to her cb il-

d!"en . ain . 1n the lrvutzoh t he teacher would be pai d 1n produce. 

~h1le 1n the ooshav t he pay would have to be 1n cash . on the 

scale rued by the H1stadruth . Should the wor:ian become 111. new 

probleos arise . Generally ~eighbor1ng women wi ll look after t he 

~~i ldren; but when her i llness is pr otracted. the 'utual Ai d 

co~,,ttee is cor:ipelled to hire an outside person at its own ex­

pense . •sut this is not t h e right way out . In t ~e first place , 

the children sutter under thi s arrangecent: in the second . we 

are a.verse to using h ired help . 1167I t has been suggested that 

a chi1dren•s house be established t o solve the difficulty. How­

ever . the idea has . as ~et . not gained much sround. 

:r.'VUTZOH ~SUS i.:osru..v 

There has been much cormient concerning t he ref!Pect ive mer­

its or the kvutzob and t h e ooshav . Some ot the cri t icisna of 

t te kvu t zoh have been rather caustic . One criticism oor.stantlv 

enc~.i.~tered . tor example , is that 1.trlorality prevails 1n the 

kvutzoth. Regarding this accus atio~ . Revuskv remarks , 1m t'he 

basis of personal observation, t !lllt "the sanctit v or marital 

t i es i s respected 1n the kvutzoh no les3 than an;:,here else . 

and t h e cttitude of UD!llarried ~embers to eac.~ other is on an 
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68 
exceptionally high level." It is true that some ot the couples 

nave not been married by o rel1~ious eeremonya Whether this is 

t o be condoned or condemned. however. it must be recOR81zed that 

"1t wouJ.d be utterly unfair to construe it as a retlect1on on 

the ir morals" since it is a reflection. instead. of thetr atti­

tude toward religion. 

Nore real and more practical er1t1c1sms, however, have bean 

directed at the kTutzoth. It has b een charged that t he kvutzoth 

r et ard their own expansion by virtue of t he very principles on 

~hicb they are founded. This 1s due to the fact that. owing to 

a h i ~ degree of se~ection or its member o, the kvutzoh does not 

allow for ad•quate increase in membership. The answer or the 

kvut zoth tb this argument is the same as its answer to t hose who 

f avor the l arge kvutzoh over the saall kvutzoh ( pr eviously con­

sidered). for the s a.ce reason. A more potent argument , perhaps , 

is t he arscument t hat the kvutzoh curtails its expansion by vir­

tue of its r efusal to use h ired labor , which 1s almost necessary 

i n time of bo.,vest. Yet a third argument that has been heard is 

that the kvutzoh curtails its ~xpansion by not permitting the 

set tlement of trades- people and other non-agricultural persons, 

~hose pr esence a i ds 1n t he expans ion of the private colonies. 

The answer of the lcvutzotb to these argum.en.t s is t \'10- f old: 69 

(a} that the greatest expansion (by population increase) occurs, 

i n the pri vate colonies , in the citrus-belts , \'9hereas the kvu­

tzoh ent;a ges mainly 1n grain and dairy f ming , and ( b) that 

the kvutzoh ~111 be better able , ~1th the adoptilm of more 

intensive methods of agriculture, t o make way for new set-

t l ers; t hu s De..gani ah , for example , gave up part or its area 

for the founding of a nevi set tlement ( Daganiab B). 
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In the repor t or the Pa l estine J oint Svrvey Commiss ion, 

Sir John Campbell oame t o t he following concl usion~ r egarding 

the respective mer1ta of the kvut zoh and the moahav ovdim: •Tbe 

coabav sett lement 1a unquestionably better as an economic or­

gan1zat1on .•70ne pr esents t he rollowing f ive arguments 1n de­

fense of his point or view: (a) there i s more liber ty 1n t he 

mosbav, ( b) per sonal frict i on ar1aea 1n t he kvut zoh, (c) the 

wOl"lM 1n the kvutzoh does not have the privaov she desire s . 

(d) there 1s s ome resentment t oward complete sharing in t he 

kvutzot h , ( e) there is a t endency 1n the kvutzoh t o l ose in­

t erest 1n the wor~. Sir John goe s on to ana lyze the problem 

f'Urther, 8J"ld concl udes with that t he kvutzoh be gradually eli­

olnated and the moshav ovd1m t ake i ts pl ace . 71 

This opinion i s uphel d by Elwood Mead . in b is report on 

"Jewish A{;r1culture" . 72iJe reel s that "the permanent succe ss 

ot colonies organi zed on t he oocmru.nlit 1c basis is doubttu1 , • 

and advises no further expendi ture s on the kvutzoth, with the 

view of ultinatelv tr8J"lsform1ng t hee into moshav1m . Ui lkansky73 

ogees ffith Sir John Campbell and Elwood Uead that the ultimate 

tort. of labor coloniza tion 1n Palestine must be t he moshav. Be 

states that •the permanent method 111 to be adopted in nati onal 

colonization must of necessity bo the Moshav Ovd1m . " ~e f eels , 

after a t h orough anal-~ is ot t he prob lem,74that t h e kvutzoh 

should be reen~ded as only a tempor ary f orm of set t l ement . t o 

be complltely replaced 1n the future b7 the moshav ovdim. 

71hat will be the act~al rate of the kvut zoth 1n Palest ine 

1s he.rd to pr edict . Circ'Ul:lstances . r ather th.an recommendations, 

will be the doterm1n1ng factor . In September , 193&, the total 

populati on 1n t he moshav ovdim type of settl ement was 7 ,070 , 



as compar4d with a population ot 5,293 in t he kYutzoth.7 5miile 

1t is true that or t h e many settlements that have sprtn~ into 

existence during the past tew years t he majority seem to be 

or the moahav type, the tact remains that it 1• now nearly a 

decade since t he recommendation■ or \7ilkanaky and those ot 

the Pale3t1ne Joint Surve7 Commission were made . and that, 

numerically , at least, t he k"f'Utzoh baa succeded in Boldin~ ita 

tt:r"ound. 

GROWTH OP LABOR COLOllIZATION 

The f oll01t1n~ chart, adapted trom a chart or all or the 

Sewiah eolon1ea in Palestiu,(by Hu~o Herrmann) ; 6ab01ts a t a 

~lance the extent or Jewish labor colonization 1n Palestine• 

up until t he early part or 1935: 

Name - --- - __ T __ n,e __ _ Pounded ___ ~ . ( endot ' 33) 

Upper Galilee 
Ayeleth Basbachar • • • •• kTUtzah 1016 
Ktar ~1lad1 ••••••••••• k1bbutz 1917 
Tel Chai ••••••••• • • ••• kvutzob 1916 

Lower Galilee 
Uar Chitim •••••••••••• M. o. 1923 
ltinnoret b ••••••••••••• kibbutz 1908 

J ordan Vallet! 
Bithanya •• ••••••• • ••• Exper. ta.rm l9~. 
De.Rani.ah A •••·•••••••kvutzoh 1909 
D~an1ah B. • • • • • • • • • • • 11 1920 
Ge sher liechaJ.iln....... " 1922 
Ktar Uathan Laski..... " 1926 

Val ley of Jezreel 
Beth Alta,c~ettsibah) . kvutzoh 1922 
Bebh Alta ( Hashooer 

Hatzo1r) ••• •••• k1bbutz 
Dacbeda ••••••••••••••• kvutzoh 
A1n Barod •••••••• ••.•• k1bbutz 
OeYa •••• • •••••••••••• • Jcvutzah 
Oevath •••••••••• • •• ••• kvutzob 
Gwvath (exper . station) 
Ginegar •• •••••• • •••••• kvutzob 
Y.tar Baruch .•••• ••• ••••• M.O,. 
U ar Oideon •• •. •••• • ••• M. O. 
K.far Hachoreah •••••••• kvutzob 
Uar Yecbeskel •• • . . •••• u.O. 
K.tar Yehoshua •••••••••• M. O. 
Ktar Yelod im •••••••••• kvutzoh 

1923 
1926 
19 21 
1921 
1927 
1926 
1922 
19 26 
1923 
1931 
1922 
1927 
1924 

120 
100 
20 

20 
120 

40 
140 
1 40 
150 
100 

110 

160 
10 

500 
120 
95 
30 

110 
175 

50 

430 
275 
30 



~erchav1a ••••••••••• k1bbutz 
l!ershavia • •• . .. .• •• • • M. 0 . 
Misbmar Haemek •••••• kibbutz 
Uisra ••• .• •••••••••• knltzoh 
Jlahalal •• ••••• •••••• • M. 0 . 
Ramat h Dav1d • •••• • •• kvutzoh 
Ssarid •• •• •••••••••• kibbutz 
Sche ych Abreych ••••• lcvutzoh 
Tel Ada sh1m •••• •• ••• • :~.O. 
Tel Yoset •• • •• •• • • •• ki bbutz 

1911 
1923 
192'7 
1923 
1921 
1927 
1926 
1928 
1922 
1921 

Valley of Zebulun 

Yadshur ••••• • ••••••• kvutzoh 
Kfar Chass 1d1m ••••••• ~.o. 
Kfar Atta ••.• . ••• •••• M.O. 
Sichron Chayim •••• • Shechunat h ovdim 
Uscha • • • •• • ••• •• •••• kvutzoh 

1924 
1925 
1925 
1930 
new 

Valley ot Sharon 

Cherutl2 •••••••••••••• M. O. 
Ain Chai . ••• .• • •••••• M.~. 
Ain Ganim •• •• • ••• • • • • M. O. 
Ain Hachoresh • • ••• •• kibbutz 
Ain Wered •••••• • ••••• M. 0 . 
Gan Shmuel •••••••• • • kvutzoh 
Gath Rimon ••• • • • ••••• J.1.0 . 
Givath Chay1.m • •• ••• • k1bbutz 
Givat h Schap1ra . ••••• N. O. 
Givat h Hash losha •••• kibbutz 
Ho.chat'al1m Ham' 

sucbrarim •• •••••• M. O. 
IrF Br enner ••• • •••• u.o. 

· El Hakfar •• • ••. • 
11 Cheruth. . . .. • • • " 
" Ha~oel • ••••••• • " 
11 llaktar. • . . • • • • • " 

:: ::f ~~~:~~~; " 
" Ba z ion im hakla-

11yi.m •• ••• •• " 
" Herzlia ••• ••••• • " 
" Intensivi •••••• • 11 

" Yisreel ••••. •. . • " 
" Raanana • ••• • •• • • " 

Yarkona .• •.••.••• .•••• " 
1'8.1.manya . •••••• .••• •• Farm 
Kerkur •••••••••••• kvutzoh & M. O. 
Ktar Yahud •••• • ••• • •• M. 0 . 
K1'ar \'11tk1n... . .. • • • • 11 

Kibbutz Hashomer 
Hatzoir Artz i ••••• kibbu tz 

Cooplrative sbel 
Yehuda Litau •••••• M. O. 

Coop. Pardess •••• •• •• u.o. 

new 
1912 
1908 
1932 

new 
19 12 
1929 
new 

1933 

1933 
new 
new 

1933 
1933 
1933 
new 
new 

new 
neTf 
1933 
new 
new 
1933 
1927 
1925 
new 
1932 

1932 

1933 
1933 

90 
300 
122 

90 
650 
105 

65 
40 

260 
260 

120 
420 
30 

'100 

235 
350 

134. 

50 
30 

160 

120 
900 
320 

1450 

40 



t vutze.th Hakovesb • ••• • •• •• kvutzoh 
I!erkaz Zione Russia ••••••• • i.:. o. 
Ra.math Tyompkin •••••••••••• M. 0. 
z or1a!l • . .. . .. • • . • • • • • • • ..• • JJ . 0 . 

In t he Shet elah 

Beer Tuvi ah • •• • •••. • ••••••• M. O. 
Sen Sheoen • •• • •• •• •• ••••••• ~ . O. 
Beth Chanan ••• • • ••••• • ••••• u.o. 
Beth Oved •••••••••••• • •• •• • u.o. 
Chuldah ••••.••.••••••••••• kvutzah 
Givath Breaner • ••• ••• ••••• kvutzah 
Irsun Leh1syash vus 

3adrap:ath ~a •• ••••• ••••• ~.o. 
Ir gun l~a.as ••.....••..••.••• lJ. .O. 
f'..far Bilu . . .. . .. • .•. ....•• • L! . 0. 
f..!'ar t:arnoreh ••• • •••••••••• 1,: .0. 
~vutzath Scbiller •••• • •••• kvut zoh 
1; aana ......•..........•••• kvut z oh 
::achle.th Yehuda •• •••••• ••• • ·.o. 
::eta1m ... . ..••••.•. .• ••••• • t i .o. 
'!' irath Shl0t:10 •• •• •••••• •••• t.: .o. 

In Judea 

:..tarot h •..•..••..•...••••• . IJ. . O. 
Kirvath Ane.v1c • •••• •••• ••• kvutzoh 
R8.l'!'l8.th Rachel ••••••••••••• kibbutz 

new 
new 
1932 
new 

1896 
1906 
1929 

new 
1909 
1930 

new 
new 
new 

1930 
1927 
1926 
1921 
ne" 
ne'ff 

1922 
1920 
1926 

210 
100 
180 

50 

60 

100 
260 

1500 
3500 

120 
110 
150 

135. 

This chart reveals the difference in t he membershi p of 

t he aver age kvutzoh as a.gaL~st t he average moshav ovdim. It 

reveals a lso the n ew tendency to ravor moshavim over kvutzoth 

e.s fort:is of labor colon i zation . Finallv , it reveals t he dis­

tri buti on of t hese labor settl ements, sh onin~ that most or 

t h em are 1n t he Val ley of Sharon, t !i.e Valley of Jezreel, and 

t he Shef'elah. 

The nubber of these lab or settlements is constantl y gr01f-

1ng . Duri.n~ t he vear 1935 , twent y- two new settlements or this 

t:i,,e "ere establishe d in Saifa Bay , t he Emek . Samaria, Wadi 

3a" aret , Judea. and t he South':
7

Th e a:rowt h' since that time has 

been equally great . and Jewish labor 1n Palest ine today finds 

t hat i t has a solid bul wark 1n t hese many labor colon ies . 



CHAPTER V. 

THE HISTADRUTH. 
ITS AIMS AND ACTIVITIES. 



CHAP1'ER v. 
THE HISTADRllTH:Ail!S & ACTIVITIES 

just as the entire labor movement in Palestine is unique, 

so is the Histadruth, its eroding achieTement • an unique in­

stitution. It one were to call the Histadruth a labor union, 

1t would be only ror want or a better term. tor there is no 

labor union like it an~here 1n the world. 

\7ba.t ls there unique about the H1stadruth as a labor un­

ion? Here several teatu.res might be mentioned.1 To begin with, 

the Histadruth ia •remarkable in its Tery or~anlzation.• Ord1-

nari&y, the class of workers hardest to organize are the agr1-

eultura1 workers. The R1stadruth , per cont~a, derives the lar­

gest element or its support boom SJU"icultu.ral labor. As a mat­

t er of tact, it was the 8,JU"lcultu.ral laborers or Palestine who 

constituted the original nucleus or the Histadruth and ~a.Te it 

its greatest impetus (the Agricultural Workers• Union, etc.). 

A second point which dtf'terentiates the Histadruth from 

most l abor unions is t he fact that t he Hi s tadruth bas "a grea­

ter percentage or the population of Pa1est1ne enrolled beneath 

its banner than any other national workers• tederation.• None 

of the more highly industri alized countries, with centuries 

ot trade union activities behinA them, can equal Pal estine 1n 

t he extent or unionization. Thus , mor e t han of its numbers , 

t he Histadruth may feel proud or the unity which it bas ach­

ieved 1n trade unionism. 

AIMS 

The ach i e vement of such unity by no means implies that 

the Hi stadruth is merely a compromiset organization, seeking 

to appeal to all groups and representinB no positive policy . 
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On the wontrary , the ■trength or the organization emerges 

trom its ideol ogy. Its primary concept, already voiced ear­

l y 1D t he st ruggle 1D or t ho labor movement in Palestine, is 

t hat or self'-labor. The Histadruth ha■ declared it wronp; tor 

one man to employ another, iee., t o exploit the l abor or an­

other t or prof it . Whor e more than tho wor k or a s i.Dgle indi­

vidual is required tor a certain under taking , t he method to 

be employed mus t be t hat or cooperat ion. 

The ideal or aelt -labor and cooperation has given birth 

to t he eecond or t he Histadrutb 's t enets, namel y . t he social­

i zat ion or living and goods. This idea l i s behind t he format­

ion or the kvutzoh , a type or sett l ement 1n which the conoept 

or private proper ty ha■ been t ot ally eradicated, and 1n which 

"the indi vidual, at least ao l ong as he remains a member or 

t he 6r oup, has abandoned all expectati on of personal weal th 

and possession , and lives entirely for and t hr ough t he well­

be ing of the gr oup . 112 

The ideal of cooperat ive liv ing has pr oduced yet a t hird 

phase or t he Histadruth ideology, namel y , the emanci pation or 

woman . In t he kvutzoth , and 1n ur ban empl oyment as well , wo­

man has been raised trom her status of inferiorit y and has 

been as zigned a new pl ace , a digni fied and pr oductive posi­

tlbon 1D t he new societ y whi ch is being born 1n Palest ine . 

iioman 1n Palest ine is today t he equal partner of man 1n a11 

undertakin~s , Whether it be 1n t he field orin the factor y . 

And woman 1n Palestine , as a consequence . had ach i eved a new 

sense of independence and usefulness--largel y t hrough t he ef­

f o:::-ts of the labor movement and the instr umentality or i t s 

unifyin~ organizntion , the Histadruth. 



Then t he enstL~~ political and 4ionom1c d1.fferencea were 

overcone . and t he Histadruth was organ1 zed, ( Dec. 1920) , it 

•~s est a~lished on t he toilow1ng basis:5 •The organiza t ion em­

braces all workers who 11Ye by their own work. I ts t ask is 

the represen t ation or all the oolonisational, economic , a_~d 

cultural interests ot t he worker 1n the country, t or the 

purpose or building up the Jewish Society of Labor 1n Pales­

t ine .• This •socie t y of Labor 1n Palestine", t he Hi stadruth 

btended t o a ch ieve tbrough4(a) nationalization ot land , (b) 

self - wor k, (c) i:rutua l res~onsibllit y between t he settlers. 

and ( d) the e s tablishment of a pernanent bond between t he 

·o~kers settling on the la.~d and t h e organi zed norkers 1n 

t he towns and villages . 

The ques t ion is soimtL~es raised , "Is t he Hi stadrutb a 

socialistic organ1zat1on?u ~he Histadruth bas 1i self answered 

this ques tion 1n a r eport nade 1n r esponse to an inquiry by 

Great Brita1n. s It was a sked: "Has t he labor movement adop­

ted the socialization ot t he mean s of production , dis tribu­

t i on and e xchan~e as its ob .1ec t s?" To t h is t he Gener al Fed­

erat i on of Jewish Labor (the Ristad.ruth ) responded: "The 

l abor ~ovenmn t 1n Pa l estine is strivin~ to establish a free 

coi:mruni tv of workers . 1n which t h e land and all natura l reso­

urce s and ::iea.ns of product ion s~all be owned by t he ·1orkers ." 

I t s a."ls,1er i s cl ear : the Histadruth r emains f aithful to 

the concept of a Jewi sh- soci alis t s t at e , the dream of those 

w~ose L~~~iration ~ave b irth to t he l abor movement 1n Pales­

tine. It is, 1~ the last . anal vsi s , bhe consciousnes s of a 

cla~ s mission conbined wi th a national mission--t ~e feeling 



that t he c l aas needs and national needs tor t he Jewi sh rebirth 

in Pal e stine are identiaal--which is t h e moat characteristic 

element 1n t he varie~ated activity or the Histaclruth. It is 

indeed working toward a "Jewiah Society of Labor", one 1n 

"hich a new Jew will be born through the medium or l abor, and 

in whi ch a new societ y will come into be i ng t hrough t he med­

i um of t he Jew. 

ORGANISATI ON . 

The Histadruth , correct l y viewed, is a feder at ion or 

trade uni ons . Each trade union embrace s those working at 

the saJ:le t r ade. ,.,bether \'forking f or themselves or employed 

by others . Thus the Agri cultural Worker s' Uni on , for exam­

ple , include s the 1.nd.ependent small farmholders , the members 

of t he c ooperative sett l ements, (kvutzoth, rnoshavim , and ki b­

butzim), and f armttorkers 1n the employ of others . Each memb­

er of the Hi stadruth belon~s to one or another of the t r ade 

unions wi thin the Hi stad.Duth , 

There are , thus far , f our national trade uni ons . These 

are : t he Agri cultural Wor kers' Union , the l argest , having t o­

day about 20 ,000 member s J7 the Tr ans port ·:;orkers' Union, 1ulDl 

includin~ railro4d , post and telegr aph worker s : the Bui lders ' 

UnionJJ and t he Clerks' Union , consisting of employees in of ­

fices and stores , At the head of t he Hist adruth is the Gener­

al Executive (Havaad Hapoe l), consi stin~ of 11 members. These 

o.re electeu by the Gener a l Council (Noat zah). The l atter con­

sists of 31 member s , and i s , 1n turn , elected b y the Gener a l 

Conf erence~~ (Haavedah Kac l alit h ) . 
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This general Conference consists of delegates elected 

by all members of the Histadruth by a general, secret , di­

rect and proportional vote.8 It is the hi,zhest legislative 

body of the Histadrut h. The General Executive is inves ted with 

considera~le power. It actually controls all of the activit­

ies or too Histadruth. and. by sub.1ecting individuals n and 

groups to the will of the or~anization as a whole , it is able 

to secure unity of policy and action. 

The General Executive elects a Secretariat. This Secre­

tariat , (as 1n t he case of the Histadruth branch Secretariats}, 

consist s or various divisions , bureaus, and committees. One 

important division, for example. is t he Statistical Bureau, 

which gathers and publishes data on the economic and sociai 

activities of the Histadruth . Two censuses or the Histadruth 

membership have already been conducted by this division, and 

much information has been as sembled and published. 

The Executive Committee has a Foreign Division, whose ac­

tivities consist l argely or organizing Leagues for Labor Pal­

estine, organizin~ the liechal utz novement (for the t r ainin~ 

or immi grant s 1n the country or emigrat i on for a life in 

Palestine) , and 1n spreading t he Labor- Zionist ideology, thr­

oughout the diaspora . There is also a Center of Immi ~r e.tion, 

(Merkaz Haaliyah), which or~anlzes labor groups in the dias­

por a , makes ~rovision for their entrance into Palestine . and 

provi des for them aft er arrival 1n the country until t hey 

find employment. 

An important part of t he ogganizational set-up is the 

Emplo:vment Center ( lfierkaz He.avodah). This a1;ency provides 



and creates work !'or members and immigrants both in the city 

and on the farm. This department of the Histadruth carries 

the burden of the struggle tor Jewish labor in the Jewish 

economy and tor Jewish emplo:vment in government jobs and in 
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the municipalities. In conjunction with the statistical bur­

e11U, it t'urn1shes information on the emplo11?1ent situation, on 

labor conditions Aenerally, on the distribution of emplo:vment 

1n the conntry, and on prospective economic possibilities. This 

department is important in that it suggests to the Jewish AJz.­

ency the number of 1mm.igrat1on certificates which are to be 

asked of the government, basing its figures on researches in­

to the absor~tive capacity of industry and agriculture. It 

de!ves also as a clearing-house for the local employment bur­

eaus which exist in all of the Histadruth branches. 

INSTITUTIOiiS OF THE HISTADRUTP. . 

THE SICK FUND. 

The Kupath Cholim (previously referred to) is the oldest 

instituti on of Jewish labor in Palestine. It was or~anized in 

1912 by the Agricultural Workers' Union, the forerunner of 

the Histadruth. At the time of its founding, it consisted of 
9 

150 members .a Since that time its membership has increased as 

follows: 2,000 in 1920; 12,350 in 1925; 18,045 in 1930; 50,000 

1n 1935. Including the workers' families (which it also serves) , 

the total membership numbered 90,000 in 1935.lO 

The Kupath Cholim is the ·norkers ' sick fund of the Hist­

ad.ruth. It is a voluntary organization , based on the princi­

ple of mutual aid in case of illness. It renders aid to the 

workers through its own medical institutions. This is impor-



tant since there is no compulsory health insurance 1n Pales­

tine. A proposed law to meet these needs was submitted to the 

government by the Hidtadruth, but nothin~ has yet been done.11 

The activities and services of the Kupath Cholim are: {a) 

medical aid {medical ad.vice, medicaments. hospitalization, X­

ray, electro-therapy, dental treatment, etc.}; (b} convales­

cenoe ~provided by the Kupath Cholim 1n 1ta own sanatoria); 

(c) sick benefit {paid according to aategory or disability 

and tamily circumstances}; (d) maternity aid {both monetary 

aid and hospitalization); {e) preventive and hygienic work 

(infant and child welfare stations, advice tc/rural and 1ndus­

trt~l centers on hygiene and sanitation); (f) aid to membersf 

families is also rendered by the Kup ath Cholim. 
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It is worthy or mention that aid to non-members is also 

gi ven in such parts of the country where there are no other 

medical institutions . First aid is rendered to all applic­

ants free of charge, regardless of membership . race, or class. 

In places or work employing both Arabs and Jews, medical aid 

1s extended to all of the wor kers. Many Arab workers, as a 

matter of fact, have joined t he Kupath Cholim as regular, 

dues- payin~ members.12 

T~e staff of the Kupath Cholim consists (1935) of 175 

physicians, 120 nurses, 35 pharmacists, 31 dentists, and 

230 general at t endants. Its sources of L~come are: (a) dues 

from workers and labor set t lements . bjc 83%; (b) emplyyers ' 

contributions, 15~;(m1scellaneous, 2$i.1ts f'unds are allocated 

as follows: mediaal aid, 61%; convalescence and sick benefit, 

13%; maternity aid and preventive work , 4~ ; administration, 

11%; investments, ll~ . 
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The institutions of the Kupath Chol1m are the following: 

Central Hospital of the Emek (Af'uleh); Arzo sanatorium. at 

Motza, near Jeruaalem; Borochov sanatorium on n. Carmel; 3 

central dispensaries at Tel Aviv. Raifa and Jerusalem, 70 vil­

lage dispensaries and first-aid stations; 3 X-ray institutes 

in Tel Aviv. Haifa and the Central Hospital; seasonal hospi­

tal in Tiberias for rheumatic cases; a central storehouse for 

drugs; 4 district pharmacies at Tel Aviv. Haifa. Jerusalem. 

and Afuleh; 14 dental dispensaries; 8 institutes or electro­

therapy; 32 infant welfare stations; 5 consultation stations 

for adults and adolescents; a division or h7giene and prev­

entive medicine.13 

The large 1:mmigration or the past few years and the growth 

of membership of the Kupath Cholim have ~~~e new expansion nec­

essary. In 1935. a new hospital was built in Judea (near Pet-
--""-nch Tikvah), and other dispensaries at Tel Aviv andA~~her com-

munities. The government has 1n recent years assisted the 

Kupath Chol im in the erection of i t s hospitals. The Kupath 

Cholim hopes eventually to receive government aid also for 

the maintenance or its institutions. 

N1r , (The Field), which is actually the Agricultural 

Union incorporated by the ~overnment as a cooperative assoc­

iation , owns and controls the property of all of the cooper­

ati ve farms. This is not strange when tt is remembered that 

most of the colonization of the Zionist Or ganization in Pal­

estine for over a decade has been done 1n close cooperation 

~1th the H1stadrUth. "Nir" has thus become the Workers' Col-



onization Society.(by Which title it was re~istered by the 

government in December, 1925)14or the Histadruth. It accu­

sulates funds which are used "to stabilize the existing set­

tlements and to assist the organieed groups of farmworkers 

1n the colonies (kibbutzim and 1rgun1m) to settle on the land~J;S 

Despite the tact that it was already or~anized in December, 

1925, it began operations only recently When the national 

funds were exhaus•ed and colonization almost came to a stand­

still. 

The underlying idea ot "Nir" ia: that the readiness of 

the workers to invest a pertain part ot their own money 1Ifs­
des1rable colonization pro ject may prove to be a powerf'ul in­

ducement to richer outside organi zations and f'unds to takkle 

the project and to invest 1n it a greater amount ot money.16 

By the beginning of 1933, fifteen t housand shares were sold, 

mostly on instalments, through a campaign conducted only 1n 

Palestine.17 Most of these shares were sold t o workers. 

By the end of 1935, the paid-in cppital of "Nir" reached 

L91,575, and its outstanding loans L207,79G.18 By that time. 

it had supplied financial assistance to fifty-two groups, for 

such pnrpose s as buildillg, dril lillg , etc.19 

Beside creating a fund tor workers• colonization , the 

"N1r11 has devised the "Land by Savillgs" plan. Persons con­

tribute to a fund (bv this name), and the money i s turned 

over to the Jewish Nat ional Fund to buy land for these per­

sona. Once the land is bou~t, and the individual is settled 

on it , the money is returned to the settlers on installments. 

Thus, the land remains the property of the National Fund, 

the settlers having merely loa.11ad t he money to the lfations.1 
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Fund to buy land tor their own settlement on the soil. 

The chief' problem of' "Nir" • as Wolman points out •20is 1n 

ef fectuatilr.g its contracts upon making loans. Since the col­

lect ive farms have prior obligations to the JewA.Jn Nationa1 

Fund, which has supplied the money for the land purchase 1n 

most oases, itr{1r" runs the dill risk of' non-collection of its 

loans. Revusky feela,2¾iowever, that t he Jewish National Fund 

1n actuality might f'orego its claims 1n some cases and thus 

aid the process of rural development. 

YAKHIN. 

The idea ot an Agricultural Contractors' Bureau, t or car­

rying out works primarily for absentee land-owners, was init­

iated by the Central Committee of the Agricultural Workers• 

Federation and t he Colonization department of the Palestine 

Zionist Executive. The Bureau was established in the early part 

of 1926, 111s activity being limited to horticuit, . .re • V1tele~22 

describes the development of the organization as follows: "At 

the outset t he administration, particularly the central secre­

tariat work, was provided by the Agricultural Workers ' Federa­

tion, but was l ater replaced by a permanent staf'f. Branches 

were opened 1n the various colonies, particularly in the new 

plantation belt 1n the plain of Sharon . 

•The works accepted com.prise preparation and plantation 

or the lmtt nurseries, oran~e-groves, vineyards, banana groves, 

almong ~Doves, etc . , development and supervision of frutt-bear­

ing plantati ons , seasonal harvesting works, af'forestation and 

general super visory activity. The ~ureau charges a co~ission 
:d;4., ·• 

or 5% for expenditure, and 15& forAresorve fund, the remainaer 
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being turned over to the group to which the actual carrying out 

of the work is banded over . The only permanent employees of the 

cooperative are the technical stai'f-- instructors and foremen." 

In the middle of 1928, the Bureau was transformed into and 

regi s tered as t he "Yakhin" Agricultural Contractin~ Cooperat~ve 

~iety, Ltd. Its membership was limited to persons who were 

affili ated with the Ristadruth, through kJa membership in the 

Hevrath Ha0vd1m, (the General Coope~ative Association of Jew­

is3 Labor in Pal estine) . Its rules provide that new members 

are accepted into the organlaation "by the managing conmrl.ttee 

or by its representat ives . 0 The nUlllber or members is not lim­

ited, and mel!lbership is open to both men and women. Each mem­

ber bolds one share ( a.mounting to tl) in the organization. 

The princi ple benefit received by a member is empl9Ylllent 

throubh the society or its enterprises. However, the society 

does not guarantee emplo:vment . Members or groups of membsrs 

are not permitted to accept work at rates lower than tho~o 

set by the Managing Committee or by "Nir" . The 11Nir", moreover . 

has t he right to veto certain undertakings , and r eceives 10% of 

the net profits of such undertakin•s . The 11Yakhin II organization 

may borrow or eeceive money on deposi t from its members . and 

may extend loans to its members up to a fixed limit. 

The growth of the undertakings of "Yakhin" is indicated 

by the followinp; cha.rt: 23 

area worlced 

1927 • •.••••••••••• 195 dunams 
1928 •••• •• • •••••• l,000 duns.ms 
1929 • •••• ••••• •• • 1.500 " 
1930 •• •.• •• • • •• •• 2 .140 " 
1931 • •• • ••••• • •• • 2 , 215 " 

L 8,043 
17,310 
23,599 
::31,523 
30 , 488 

80 
110 
200 
240 
392 

During 1932, YaY.llin cul t ivated over 3 , 000 dunams of oranee-



groves, receiv~ L40,311; in 1933. it contracted for the 

cultivation of 4,538 dunams. for L66 ,9?1; in 1935 the to-al 
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area of citrus groves under cultivation by Yakhin reached as 

much as 6 ,400 dunams, and the value of the work contracted for 

was Ll20.000. It employs today about 800-1,000 workers.24Through 

Yakhin, therefore, t he Histadruth is able to secure work for 

a considerable n~er of farm workers, and through Yakhin is 

the Histadruth better able to supply better working condit-

ions for thes+orkers. 

Yakhin operated chiefly tru,ou~ "PluRoth" (hired work­

ers ' collectives). It entrusts a complete contract to a Plu~a 

under t he supervision of one of t he Society's experts, and 

tries to procure land for the settlement of the group in t he 

vicinity of its work. Sometimes t he individual for whom •he 

work i s be ing done will ~ive a ~r ant of land to t he Pluga; 

at other timee. the J ewish National Fund may purchase such. 

land. This is a method of assuring f aithf'ul and respon~ibl e 

work, and is also a way for promoting cooperative labor col­

onization . 25 

Just as Yakhin contracts for planting, another import­

ant cooperative . "Misrad Laavode.hh Ziburioth" ( Office for 

Public Works), undertakes buildin~ jobs in the cities. It 

is r egionally divided into 3 cooperatives. one for Tel Aviv, 
/"'"\ 

another for Jerusalem. and the third for h:ff'a: Hair/a. In 

1932, this organizat ion did work totallin~ Ll08 ,000: in 

1935 , the three m1sradim accomplished work amountin1t to 

L700 ,000. I n ~e l Aviv alone the misrad undertook work am-
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ountin~ to L360,585 1n 1935. 70% of this work was ordered by 

private home-builders and the rema1n4er by municipalities 

and other public bodies.26 

These contractin~ cooperatives have a two-fold purpose: 

(a) they insure steady employment for Jewish workers, and (b) 

they r aise t he worker~/ wage ltvel and teach him a trade. The 

cooperatives employ over 1,000 workers, they receive assistance 

financially from the Workers• Bank. 

Until 1929. t her e was dJla a national contaactin2 assoc­

iation for building enterprises, called Solel Boneh. which 

built many roads and houses throughout the country. However, 

it was compelled to liquidate after the crisis of 1926-1927. 

It had consisted of a guild of men employed 1n the buildinR 

taade and public works, the two largest fields of imployment 

L~ Palestine. It undertook and carried out d'llrin~ the 9 vears 

of its existence contracts totalling Ll and 1/2 million . It 

built factories, roads, railways, bridges, and draina~e-,?,);•ks. 

The \'lork was contracted for on the responsibility of managers 

elected by the workers t hemselves . At times Solel Boneh em­

ployed as many as 2xill 2 , 000 to 3.000 wor kers.27 

Solel Boneh, which began operations 1n 1920, fai led, ac­

cordin~ to Viteles,28ror the followin~ ~easons: (a) absence of 

sufficient operatin~ capital, (b) the collapse of the buildin~­

boom 1n 1926 , (c) the protracted negotiation for a special loan, 

(d) pr essure urging t he discontinuance of accepting conta&ots, 

and (e) too much centralization. making f or inadequat e contact 

of the workers with Solel Boneh. ttxh 

I I 



T 1NUVAH 

T1nuvah, ( "The Farm's Yield") is the central Market in~ 

cooperative of Palestine. It looks at'ter the sale of goods 

produced 1n the workers' set t lements and is the main source 
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of supply ot produce and foodstuffs for the Jewish population 

of Palestine. Just as Yakhin is the eontractin~ department tor 

t he agricultural enterprises of "Nir". so is T'nuvah the co­

operative sell~ organiaation of the cooperative farms of 

11Nir11 • The products or the farms are sent to the stores of 

T'nuvah. which are found in every community having a Je,vish 

population. No cooperative farm may sell its products out­

side of T'nuvah. 29 

T' nuvah has been remarkably successful. f'rom the time of 
in 1925. 

its foundin~,/Ori~inally, "Mashbir" (Palestine Worlonen's Coop-

erative Society for Supply and MarketinR of their Products)un­

dertook the cooperative marketin~ of the milk produced in the 

labor settlements. But be~inning in 1925, the depart~~~t for 

the sale of milk and dairy products was made independent/ of 

the parent organization. In 1927, the branches of this depart­

ment in Jerusalem and Haifa were made independent central co­

operative dairies. These were later incorporated into the 

Cooperative Marketin~ Association of Jewish Agricultural Set-
30 tlements 1n Palestine, Ltd. 

The ,n-owth of T'nuvah may be readily seen from the fol­

lowing figures: 31 

1926-27 • ••• • •••••• LSB.067 
1927-28 ••••••••••• 70.379 
1928-29 .••••••• • •• 96,210 
1929-:50 ••••.••••• • 139,102 
1930-31 ••••••••••• 146.649 

11'o°'ta1 sales 

L46,670 
53,620 
64 , 110 
8:5,453 
90,115 

Milk & milk products. 



At present, its sales of milk, eg~s. and Yegetables exceeds 

L500,000 yearly.32 

T 1nuvah maintains severtl modern dairies, will wquipped. 

It is very popular 1n the domestic market for the good qual­

ity of its products. and is beg1nn1np; also to export goods 

to t he neighboring countries. Important work is being done 

by T1nuvah in developing an agricultural industry in Pales­

ti!le. Lately it has expanded its activities, and is produc­

ing a sort drink made f':rom honey, and bas also done some work 

in canning, The reputation of T 1nuvah is best seen t:rom the 

fact t hat the goverunent uses T1nuvah for marketing the dairy 

products of its experimental farms. 

HAMASHBIR 

Hemashbir ( "The Provider"}, is the Central r:b.olesale 

Consumer's Society of the Hi~tadruth. Its membership consists 

of consumers' cooperatives 1.n the cities and in the villages. 

It supplies its members will all the necessary products,,even 

with machinery from abroa~~ It is one of t he oldest coopera­

tive societies of the Histadruth, originatin~ durin~ the War 

period (previously mentioned 1n that connection), when it 

actually saved many of the workers f':rom starvation . 

This cooperative is of great importance to workers and 

settlers who depend on credit, and would otherwise have been 

t he prey of ind ividual merchants . It has a chain of local 

wor kers• consumers' societies, which enables t he worker to 

151. 

get his supplies at low cost. In 1934, it had 26 such con­

sumers' societies , with a total membership of 6 , 000 persons.34 
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The rapid growth of Hamashbir may be seen from the tollow­

in,z chart: 35 

1917 ••• • .L 640 
1918 ••••• 3,652 
1919 ••••• 55 ,16• 
1920 ••••• 28 • 794 
1921 •••• • 85,245 
1922 •••• 108,864 

1923 •••••• Ll02.549 
1924 •••••• 97,034 
1925 •••••• 119.657 
1926 •••••• 141.820 
1927 •••••• 93.199 
1928 •••••• 88,357 

The figures expressed 1n pounds are the tokal sales tor the year. 

The drop 1n 1927 is due to the fact that the marketing was sep­

arated trom Hamashbir, when the marketing agency now known as 

nT 1nuvab." was established. 

Hamallhbir does not sell to individuals directly, but con­

ducts its business only with local cooperatives and collective 

farms. In 1931 Hamashbir 1 s ccles totalled L64.000, but by 

1934 they had grown to Ll75,000. 36m the year 1935. Hamashbir 

sold merchandise amountin~ to L270.ooo.37viteles remarks ot 

t he work done by Hamashbir: "The Mallhbir 1n.f,roduced into the 

marketinK of milk and dairy products such anti-cooperative 

practices as sales on credit. distribution through middlemen, 

(working on a commiss ion basis), the payment of the producers 

in scrip instead of cash, thus directly compelling them to 

purchase at the Nashbir stores. These trade traditions have 

been taken over by the new cooperatives and are impeding the 

development of cooperative marketing of milk. ~ut were it not 

!_or ~he_~~ad~.''!ork do~ir. it is doubtful whether about 

!wo_and A half million litres of xa milk would ~e _s~ld co~~r­

!t1_g_ely t oda:v ."38{written 1n 1930}. 
39 

As Revusky points out, consumers' cooperation in Pllestine 

lags behind producers' cooperation. This is explainable 1n 

view of the f act that the cooperatives 1n Palestine grew out 

of the "necessity of establishin~ the work~rs' agricultural 
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settlements on a more profitable basis and or encouraging 1n 

this way the further colonization ot t he country. The collec­

tive farms could not wait until a net or local consumers• co­

operative s should be ready to absorb their products.n 

THE WORKERS' BANK. 

The Workers• Bank is t he principal financial institution 

of the Histadruth (Bank Hapoalim). No economic prodect is or 

can be undertaken by the settlers without the assistance of 

this bank. A report of this bank's activities, t herefore. is 

really a r eport of the economic activities of labor in Pale­

stine. both 1n t he city and in the country . Since i ts establ­

ishment in 1921 , this bank has gr anted l oans aggegatin~ over 

DK ten million dollars, 40to the institutions named above . 

Arter the World Wai,, t he labor movement recognized the 

need of a financial agency for its activities . The Palestine 

Workers ' Fund (previously discussed) had been or2anized. but 

it did not fulfill all of the needs of or ganized l abor. It 

was prioarily an investment agency, and di d not deal with cre­

dits,which was the basic need of the newly- or ganized Ristadruth. 

Thus the Workers' Bena was founded. And b~ 1932 its active 

capital already amounted to L96, 456 . 41 

The task the bank set before itself was: the increasing 

of the nUI:1ber of J ewish workers 1n the land. and the devel­

opment of Jewish labor in all branches of act i vit y . This !"unc­

tion the bank has fulfilled largely through credit l oans. 

Over the f irst ten years of its existence the total credit 

granted amounted to Ll.603 ,377, whi ch was di stributed as 

follows :42 



For land-settlement ••••••• L512.122 
For buildg. & outdoor wk •• 308,350 
For producers' societies •• 359,368 
For credit societies •••••• 39,161 
For labor institutions •• • • 328,770 
For miseellaneous needs • •• 54,606 

From the nature of these expenditures, we can see how the aid 

of the Worker's Bank has been of value to every enterprise on 

the part of organized l abor in Palestine. 

During the first ten months of 1935, the Workers• Bank 

issued loans amounting to L480,000, distributed as follows: 43 

l.Agricultural settlements ••••• ••••••• L 82,000 
and cooperatives 1n colonies 

2.Collectives (kibbutzim) and 
l abor employt. offices •••••••••••••• 58,000 

3 .T1nuva Agricultural coop. 
marketing society..... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 15,653 

4.Consumers' cooperatives •••••••••••••• 77,000 
5.Workers' Savings and Loan societies •• 55.500 
6.Gonstruction, contracting and 

transport cooperatives ••••••••• • •••• ll0,000 
?.Workers' OrRanizations, housin~ 

cooperatives, etc••••••••••••••••••• 82,000 

Today, therefore, just as during the early period or its ex­

istence, the Workers• Bank is fulfilling an indispensible 

function for the l abor i nstitutions and enterprises. 

Besides the Workkrs 1 Bank, there are also Workers ' Loan 

~~d Savin£s Societies (see item no. 5 abobe). These exist in 

9 villages and 3 cities, and t he total membership of these 

12 societies is over 10 .000.44!.oans are granted for constr­

uctive projects such as t he purc~ase of land . the buildinY­

of homes and the establishment of farms and ~ther coopera­

tive enterprises on the part of t he members. As the nature 

of these loans is lon~-term credit , t hese societies depend 

on the riorkers' Bank for assistance. 
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WORKERS' SECURITY 

9 Hasneh9 is the cooperatiTe lit'e insurance company ot the 

Histadruth. Eatabllshed with the assistance ot the Jewish Nat­

ional Workers• Alliance 1n America. 1n 1924. and though still 

1n its t'irst s tage ot development, it has already made remar­

kable progress . It issues mainly lire- and endowment- policies, 

and has already granted loans to a number of its policy hol­

der•• In 1934, t her e were 1,400 wor ker s insured by Hasneh, 

paying a total annual premium or LP 25, 000. More thafl 800 

member• have mad.e use or its loans. which totalled LP 15.000 
45 

by 1935. 

Alt'eady L~ 1923 , a t t he General Con!'erence ot t he Hist­

adruth ta Tel ArtY, it was decided to separate t he functions 

of the \'lorkers• Savings and Loan Societies and t hat of Unem­

plo~ent Insurance. wh ich h ad been previously comb1ned.46It 
Unemployment Insurance 

was not , however, until t he follow in.cl: year that t he/fund was 

or ganized, and it was not until the year 1933 that the pres-
47 cnt Unemployment Fund wasput into operation . The maintenance 

of this fund is derived from workers • dues, and from other nat~ 

ional 1.~stitutions. I t 1s known as the Central Unemplo'.V?:lent 

Insurance Fund, The worker s ' contributio~s to this .fund, based 

on t~e mon, h1y earni:.g capacity of these workers , is a s rollows: 48 

Wa~es Dues Dues 

6 to 13 dollars • •• • 23e 50 to 66 dollars ••• $1. 0 5 
13 to 20 n •• • • 36e 66 to 82 " •• • 1.15 
20- to 30 " ••• • s2t 82 to 99 n 1 . 32 ... 
30 to 40 " •••• s6e 99 to 115 " 1.65 ... 
40 to 50 " • • •• a2t 

Sy April, 1936, t he Fund amounted to over L 35,000. Out of 

this sum , L 25 ,000 was contributed by workers' dues, L 4,000 



came from the institutions of t he Histadruth, and L 8,000 
49 

came f'rom d onations . 

Besides Hasneh, ( the Workers' Insurance Fund) and the 

unemplo:vment Insurance Fund, ther e has also been organized 

recentl y the Workers' Mutual Aid Society (Mish ' an) in Tel 

Aviv . All or these institutions for workers• security have 

already shown, and con tinue to show• considerable groffth. 

DEPARTMENT OF WORKERS' QUARTERS 
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This department or the Histamruth. known as the Merkas 

Schechunath Ovdim. is the department of urban colonization ot 

the Histadruth. It provi des for the building of cooperative 

residential quarters for workers . In these quarters they live 

1n their own environment, accordinp; to t heir common appirat­

ions. The movement toward the buildina: of these workers' h omws 

was stimulated by the rising rents in the cities , and the dif­

ficult position of the urban workers. Today. workers• quarters 

exist L~ all of t he cities, and 1n the larger colonies as well . 

In 1934, more than 2 , 650 families were already thus provided 

for , and t he number is und011btedly much hi$er tod.ay. 50 

So eap;er has the Hi stadruth been t o supply res i dences 

at reasonaAJe rates for the Jewish workers, that today most 

of the buildinp; associations of Tel Aviv are workinp; under 

the ~idance of ita Merkas Bchechunoth Ovdim. By the begin­

nin~ of 1936, the Merkas had thus enabled the settlement of 

2. 010 of its members in their own dwellings . In Tel Aviv a­

lone there had been erected 880 \Yorkers' homes, and 300 o­

thers ( in 1936) were 1n the process of const(1/ction . liiore­

over , 2 ,126 of t he members of t he Histadruth had been assi-
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gned building- plots to begin construction as soon as possibie.51 

Outside of Ha1£a . there have been built recently (dur~ the 

last three years) 780 workers' residences, on a piece 0£ land 

bought by the Jewish National Fund.52 

The most recent tendencey, however, has been toward the 

erection or cooperative apartments, where each member owns 

his own apartment 1n the buildin11:, but •hares the ground and 

surrou.ndin~ gardens with the other members of the apartment. 

The Palestine Economic Review. speaking or the rec/tit progrees 

1n the building of Workers' Homs, says: 53"Low cost coopera­

tive houses are~~ constructed by the Schichu.n Workers' 

Housinp; Co., Ltd.• 1n Kiryath Avodah, South Tel Aviv. n The 

plans call for the buildin11: of 100 apartments. 30 of these 

are at present (Judy, 1936) 1n process of construction . and 

the construction of the r emainder was to commence 1n August, 
.s 

1936. The arrangements are as follows: each occupant 1s t o 

invest LP 90 1n cash. the balance to be paid in monthly in­

stalll!lents for the building of houses , road paving , water. 

electricity, lea'" a garden, and t he construction of a school 

and k1ndergdten. 

Indiv~duals who wish to participate in the cooperative 

apartments• and who have only LP 60 to 70 at their disposal, 

are aided by the Kupath M1lveh Vehisachon (Workers' Loan and 

Savinizs Fund) 1n Tel Aviv. 200 individual houses for workers 

were also being constructed 1n Kiryath Avodah ( City of Labor). 

145 of these were to be completed by August, 1936, and the 

construction of 80 additional houses was to be begun in July 

of that veer . In KirYath Chayim (named after Chayim Arlos­

oroff, labor leader who was recently murdered), a. suburb of 
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!:ai.ta, 48 apartments were being built in cooperative houses, 

100 nen individual houses were to be started in Ju~y, and 52 

new cooperative apartments were to be undertaken in September.5• 

Actually, the kinds or dwel~ings built through the Hist­

adrUth are or three types. rather than two. These are: 55(a) wor­

kers' dwellings, removed from the c1ty1 individual homes where 

each worker has a plot of ground also for a garden, lb) workers• 

dwellings 1n or near the city, also individual homes, as in the 

first case, (c) workers' cooperative apartments 1n the city. The 

tendency at present , as has been pointed out. 1a toward the buil­

ding of the tb.ild type. Out stand 1np; amonp; e,q111ple s or the coop­

erat i Te apartment are: 56shechunas BorochoT {named after Ber Bor­

ochov, whose wontribution to the labor ideelogy we have already 

discussed), at the outskirts or Tel Aviv; those apairtments North 

of Tel Aviv, hilusing 700 families; Kiryath Chayim, at Ako. The 

latter was built as a workers• city, to house 30 ,000 souls. 

DEPARTMEHT OF INDUSTRIAL COOPERATIVES 

This department of t he Histadruth, known as the ?Jer kas 

nacooperatziah, is the center of cooperatives 1n industry 

and transportation. According t o its le.test report (of Dec­

ember. 1935):
7u consisted of 76 member-cooperatives, en.11:a­

ged in urban production and services. or these. 46 were en­

gaged in the actual work or production, 25 in transport, and 

5 in reataurMts, Among the producers' cooperatives are in­

cluded ten factorie s f or bu1ld1n~ materials (mostly cement 

products), nine wood-~orking shops, two printing shops, t wo 

shoe factories, three clothin~ shops , five metal factor~es, 

t ~o elect rical. contractor groups, and five bakeries. 
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The ~gregate capital of these 76 producers• and service 

"" cooperatives am~nted, on December 31. 1935,58to L 286,610. 

Their total investment 1n plants, merchandise, land• and build-

1n'1:a. amounted to L 671,353. The total amount of business done 

by these cooperatives durin~ 1935 amounted to L 1,239,149. The 

larger part of this summ, namely, L 759,747, represents the 

gross revenue of the transport cooperatives, L 408,046 the an­

nual production of t he 46 producers• cooperatives, and L 71,356 

the sales ot the five cooperative restaurants. These 76 produ­

cers• and service cooperatives number 2,792 members 1n all. 

The rapid and continuing growth or these cooperatives 

may be seen NOD the fact that 1n 1934, only a l ittle over a 

~ear before the report meationed above was made, the number of 

their members was only 1967.59rn a period or little over a 

year , 7 new cooper&Jlives were added. and 825 new members. The 

aim of the Histadruth 1n connection with the ~owth ot the 

cooperatives bas been two-fold: to a"'chieve mutual aid between 

the e:Jd.st in'1: cooperatives, and to stimula.te wage-earners to 

open their own shops on a cooperative basis. 

Since the cooperat ive movement is so integral a part of 

the new society 1n the ma.kin~ in Palestine, it might be best 

to speak briefly here of the advance of the coopeartive move­

ment generally 1n Palestine, for the cooperative movement 

has by no means been lim.ited to the labor movement 1n Pales-
indication 

tille. An/•xwwpJ+ of the extaBsiveness of the cooperative mtlve-

:nent may be seen from the report of the r.umber of cooperative 

societies that were registered 1n the three months April thru 

June, 1936. This reveals the follow1n~ information: 60 



Society 

Credit societies: 

April May ~ 

UrbSll. • • • • • . •• •••• •. .••.•••••••• •. ••• ---- 1 
Rural • .. ... ....... • • . ..•.•••••..... •• 

Agricultural Societies: 
Settlement ••..••..•.•..•••••••••••.•• f 
Market 1.rl~. • • • • • • . • . • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • l 
Irrigation and water supply •••••••••• 1 
Catt le InsUJtance . .•••.•. . • . .. . .....•. 
Citrus Packing Houses ••••.•.•• . •••••• 
General Agricultural ••••.•.••....•••• 1 

Industrial Prodl.i.cer c: & Contraotg. Socs. l 
Garden cities and commmal bldg. Socs •• 4 
Transport & Travel Service Socs •••••••• l 
Consumers• societies •••••••..•••••••••• 
Misc. and Professional societies ••••••• l 
Mutual Insurance societies ••••••••••••• 
Audit Un1on•••••••••••••••···•••·•••··• 

1 
1 

2 

1 

5 

2 
10 

1 
1 
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Thus in the month ot bp April, 1936, there bad been es­

tabl6shed 14 new cooperative societie sa 1n May. 6 new soc­

ieties ; and in June. 19 new societies. S~ch speed 1n the de­

velopment of cooperative enterprise is probably unparalle~6d 

anywhere 1n t!le world. These cooperative ventures, unlike 1n 

other countries, have not rece ive4 financial assi■tance from 

the government. The ~overnment has given them only legal status 

and certa in priv~leies. 

takings h ave been: 6l(a) 
tions 

The financial agencies for these under­
Inst1tu­

The Central Bank of Cooperative/tw-e•k+t 

:aata in Palestine. Ltd. (of which Mr. Viteles is teneral Man-

ager); (b) The Palestine Jewish Colonization Associations (c) 

The Anglo-Palestine Co.; (d) The Workers• Bank. These have pro­

vided b,th advice and tinancia1 assistance to the cooperative 

enterprises. 

While t he strong belief of the labor movement in Palestum 

in cooperative undertakinp;a was and still is an important fac­
undert aldn~s 

tor in accountin~ for the growth of cooperativ~~••·••wwn/in 

Palestine ,~articularl y in its work of stimulating the devel-
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opment of cooperative industria1 producers' and consUm91's8 

societies), the other classes ot the Jewish population have 

done and are doing not lesa in this direction. This is a point 

that must be borne 1n mind, for the impression created abroad 

by some of the literature on the cooperative movement conveys 

t he impression that labor alone is responsible for the p;rowth 
1P 

or the Jewish cooperat1Te movement 1n Palestine. Actually, 

there are three causes tor the dnprecedented development ot 

the cooperative movement in Palestine. These are~2 (at cooper­

ation was practicdly neceas8JY, because or t he physical char­

acteristics ot the land.(For bringing water from a distance, 

for drainin~ swam.ps,eetc. cooperation was almost a necessitj, 

(b} the labor 111ovement made cooporat1on one or its basic prin­

ciples, thereby giving 1.mpetus to the cooperative idea in gen­

eral enterprise; (c) many ot the Jewish immigrants had prev­

ious contact with cooperative undertakings in the lands or 

their origin, and brought these ideas and techniques with them. 

CULTURE AND EDUCATION 

Formerly there was a single Committee on Culture (Vaadath 

Hatarbuth) in the Genera l Executive of the Histadruth. Recent­

ly this was reottganized into two separate committees, a C01111n-

1ttee on Educational Institutions, (Merkas L1 ch1nuch), super­

vising t he education of the children in the schools, and a Di­

vision on Culture, (Mach1 lokoh L1 tarbuth), for adult education. 

The original Vaadath Hatarbuth, founded in 1920. had set 

for itself' a two-fold goal: (a) to aid the immigrant l earn the 

Hebrew language and orient him to a constructive understanding 

of the labor i deology; and (b) to pave the way for a labor-con-
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trolled school-system 1n city and country, which would intro­

duce t he child into both the practiwal and the theoretical as­

pects of t he work or the Jewish labor movement. la!uch was done 

du.reg the next decade toward the achievement or these aims. 

Of the large influx of 1924-25, tor eJ1AD1ple, it is estimated 

t hat thousands of immigrants were reached by the adult edu­

cation program of the Histadruth. And as tor the schools tor 

children, these increased trom 7 schools and 8 kindergartens 

wit h a total of 153 childreni and 15 teachers in 1923, to a 

total of 26 schools and 44 kindergartens with 2,200 ch ildren 

and 110 teachers in 1932. 64 

This rapid growth, and t he recognition of the need of spe­

cial training a.fter the close ot the period of schooling, prom­

pted the Executive Committee of t he Histadruth to separate the 

functions of children' s and adult education. 1n 1931, under the 

supervision of the two separate committees already named. The 

children up to 12 yea.rs of age were t hereafter to be taught 1n 

the labor-childrens• schools, t hose from 12-18 vaars of age 

in special courses for working- youth, and t hose from 18 vears 

and upward 1n general evening courses. 

It 1s 1nterest1n~ to notice the cultural backgrounds of 

the labor immiRrants over 18 years of age (accordin~ to the 

General Labor cansus of Sept. 1, 1926): 65 

1. University education ••..•• . •• • •• •••••• • 4.4% 

2 . Gyr:masium traini.nR • •.•..•. .....•• •. • .• .W.4% 
3 . Volksc!iule background ••••••••• ••..•••• 30.~ 

4. Eome or private cheder educat i on • •• • • • 21.ai 

Leter statistics show ven much t he same situation. In 1932 , 

of 3,935 registered chalutzi.J:1, 2,009 had a public sbhool edu-
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cation; 1,121 a high school educat ion; 70 a college education: 

331 a domestic education : 128 a trade education.66 We thus 

find an unusual number or persons with advanced educe.ti on enter­

ing the Histadruth as workers. It is also 1nterest1n~ to note 

that a majority or the better- educated labor immigrants prefer 

land-labor to c1ty-emplo~nt. 67This is. to a great extent. a 

tribute to the idealism of these 1mm-1p:rants. for whom a r eturn 

to labor means also a return to t he soil. 

In the adult eveninp: Hebrew coUJtses. there were in 1923 a­

bout 1350-1450 students. In 1926. this number r ose to 4,000. 

Durin,:z: the next two years this number dropped considerabl y . 1n 

compli ance with t he drop in immi~ration. In 1931, however . of 

900 registered labor 1mm1£ra.~ts , 672 could alreadyJ speak Heb­

rew , 804 could read, and 689 couAcl wri te HAbr ew . 68Tbis indic­

ates to Ylhat extent t he Hechalutz orp,:ani zations 1n }he countr ies 

or their ori gin~ had been preparinp: these callutzim for life in 

Palestine. The same is true t oday as well; the immi~r ants are 

being trained 1n both Hebrew and Agricu~ture before l eavin~ for 

Palestine . Despite thi s work on the part of the world chalutz 

movement, however . there is a continued need for adult educa­

tion, and, r ecogniz ing this need, the Divi sion on Culture seeks 

to meet it. EveninR courses on many subjects are provided. in­

cludinp: courses on the labor ideology. From time to time , semin­

ars are held. In the summer of 1932. for example, there was 

held a three- months s eminar on t he l abor movement and i t s prob­

le:ns, for workers from a ll parts of the country. 

Of special importance for the education of labor youth 

is the Labor Youth Organizati on (Hanoar Haoved), founded 1n 

1925 with 185 members and having in 1935 as Im.any as 3 ,729 
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69 nembers . It is the ori:i:anization for workin;i: youth under the 

age of 18. and 1s built on the mad.el. of the Histadruth 1deol­

o:r:y . This organization has two farms se,tled by its members. 

Naanah (with 200 members) and Kfar Yonah. For these YOUllP: wor­

kers, eveninii: lectures and seminars are conducted. and a bi­

weekly paper. "Bamaaleh" is published. There are also special 

schools for labor youth, such as the school 1n Tel Aviv. Again. 

t hey have their clubs. readin.11:-rooms, libraries, etc. 1n vari­

ous cieies. They have organized choirs , orc~estras . and theatre­

groups . Especially worhhy of ment ion is "Ohel", the ,1orkers • 

t heatre, founded in 1925. It b~the works of Peretz, 

Reyermanns, Kraschininikov, Stefan Zweip;, Karl. Czapek, etc. 

Also worthy of mention is the YounP: ~orkkrs' Sports Or ganiza­

tion, (Hapoel). It publishes a paper of its own, itusenu"; its 

membership in 1934 was 4 , ooo. 70 

The ,zrowth of labor's educational institutions for the 

youni:i:er children may be seen f'rom the follow in~ table: 71 

1921 •••••• 1 school 
1922 ••• ••• 7 
1923 •••••• 8 
1924 ••• • • 10 
1926 ••••• 12 
1929 ••••• 19 
1932 ••••• 26 

1- kindergarten 
7 
9 

14 
26 
36 
44 

19 pupils 
94 

145 
354 
908 

1.499 
2,206 

In 1934, these had increased to 73 kindergartens , with 1,747 

~oun~sters; 49 schools, with 3,780 children; a total of 122 

72 institutions. with 5 1 527 children and 250 teachers. 

The aim of these elementary schools of the Histadruth is 

two- fold: (a) to teach t he child t he value of self-labor, and 

(b) to. prepare h im for cooperative group living. Although these 

schools (as will as the separate schools of t he hli zrachi Move­

c ent 1n Pal estine ) are under the general supervision of the 
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Education Department of the Jewish Agency, the Histadruth en­

joys a .e;reat deal of autonomy in their management . 

PUBLICATIONS 

The Histadruth publishes a daily newspaper, "Davar", which 

is the official or~an of the Jewish labor movement in Palestine. 

This was founded on June lst, 1925. It is the most widely read 

and most widely circulated of Palestinian newspapers. and is 

issued twice daily, morning and evening . It is, according to 

Revusky, "an excellent paper that compares very favorably 

with the best labor dailies or Europe." 

This newspaper has several correspondents outside of Pal­

estine , and carries also a fine literary supplement. Between 

the years 1929-1931 it issued. also neekly supplements in Enp:­

lish and in German. It has also weekly supplements for trade , 

such as the Railway Workers• and Buildin~ Workers• supplements, 

t hat appear from time to time. The Kupath Cholim also issues 

from time to time its "Workers• Health" . Davar bas also a bi­

weekly supplement for the cooperative movement, the "coopera­

tive Bulletin." All ~these supplements are expected to become 

independent publications eventually.74 

The Agricultural Union publishes a technical monthl y , 

called "Hasadeh" . The secretariats or the Histadruth bran­

ches also publish annual reports, containing much valuable 

information on the labor movement. The Youn~ Vlorkers, am 

Hapoel, the sport organization, publish a bi-weekly, "Bama.aleh" , 

and a monthly, '1Usenu" re:,pectively. There is, moi,eover , an 

abundant suppl y of literature published by t he various groups 

and political parties within the Histadruth. 
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THE \70MEN WORKERS' COUllCll, 

One ot the many unusual features or the Histadruth is the 

fact that the wives ot workers are included in the organization 

on an equal footing with the men. even 1t' these women are only 

workin~ 1n the kit chen or nursery. Thus a considerable section 

or the members of the Histadruth are listed as "wives or the 

workers. who are occupied Inly 1n h ousework." The number or 
such women (who are not engaged 1n outside work), was, at the 

last centn1• of the Histadruth (taken 1n October, 1935) 18,689.75 

The specific problems of t he woman 1n the movement a s a 

worker, wife and mother gave r ise to the \llome1\rorkers' Council 

of the Histadruth. At their ~eneral conference. the women mem­

bers of the Histadruth elect the representatives to thie• Coun­

cil. The Council, 1n turn, elects a secretariat , which cooper­

stes with the General executive of the Histadruth. Its sphere 

of activities is the organization of the workin~ mothers , care 

of the women immigrants, organization of Girls' Farms (Mish.lee 

Hapoaloth, see above) , where girls are trained for £arm work, 

the organizat ion of girls ' groups 1n the cities as Tiell as on 

tlhe farms, building of day nurseries for the children of wor­

ld.~~ mothers, and r aising the cultural and social level of t he 

woman 1n the Palestine l ~bor movement . 76 

Jointly with the agricultural department of the Bistadrhth , 

t he Women Workers I council maintains ten school farms for girls, 

where a total of 300 girls were 1n trainin~ at the end of 1934. 

The course of training bein~ generally one year , these farms 

have prepatted a great number of experienced women a~ricultural 

workers for the collectives and for individual farm households. 
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The capital invested in these training farms up to 1933 has 

been approximately L 60,0oo. This money came from the Jewish 

Agency. the Women's International Zionist Organization. and 

t he Pioneer Women's Organization of America.77 

Most or the revenues of the girls' tarms--about so,(--comes 

from tree nurseries and poultry-raising. Next in importance 

are vegetable gardens. dairy products, ~ain culture, apicul­

tui,e, and hired work on neighboring farms. It is 1nt eres t1n~ 

to no•e that 1n spite o£ their educational aims, these farms 

are often able to cover their operating expenses. and most of 

t hem ended the year 1935 with a profit.78 

In the towns and 1n the larger private colonies, the 

Women Workers• Council has succeeded 1n founding cooperatives 

tor unemployed women. establishing day nurseries and kinder­

gartens, and creating evening courses for women ln general, 

as well as supplying trade education for women workers. There 

are also a number of cooperative restaurants, laundries, and 

t ailorin~ shops established with tbe help or and under the 

cont rol of the Women's Secretariat. 

The influence of the Women• s Organization of th e Histad­

ruth lies "not only 1n its immediate ,1ork. but to/. a still 

greater extent 1n the ~reat moral influence it exercises on 

Jewish women outside its rs.nits.• Even 1n the prosperous pr6-

vate colonies have t h e wives of the colonists begun to take 

pride 1n poultry raising, vegetable gardening. etc. There are 

also "more flower beds and vegetable patches in Tel Aviv today 

t han could be seen there ten years a.go. 1179 
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GBCRlTH OF THE HISTADRU'l'B 

The growth of the Histadruth, its membership and aotiv-

1t1es. can be readily seen f'rom the following chart:80 

Dec. l.920 Dec. 1933 Oct . 1,19:SS-

Number ot Jewish workers 
1n Palestine •••••• • • • •• ••••• 5,000 

Members ot the Histadruth ••••• 4,433 
Members ot Kupath Chol1m • ••••• 3 , 200 
Branches ot Kupath Chollm..... 20 
Population or the Labor 

settlements as a whole •••• • • 950 
Number ot Labor settlements •• •• 

(a) a.JO"icultural communes 
(kvutzobll and kibbutzim).. 13 

(b) individual-cooperative 
settlementa.,11.0)......... 6 

( e) women workers' farms 
and groups................ 6 

Acreage ot labor settlements •• 15,586 dun . 
Turnover ot "Hamas~bir" ••••••• 28, '794LP 

51,500 
42,000 
26.000 

102 

9,500 

40 

25 

10 
152,481 d. 
89,360LP 

85,818 
50,000 

140"' 

12,363 

25 kvUtzoth 

10 

2'10.000LP 

The table below relates to those activities that were begun 

1D the years following the f oundation of the Histadruth: 

~embers of Labor Youth or •••• 1925: 185; 1933: 2.650 ; 1935: 3 , 729 
Uembers or Hapoel ••• ••• •• ••• • 1924': 50; l.933: 2 ,450; 
Circulation of' Davar ••• ••• • • 1925: 2,500; 1933: 12,000; 
Paid Capital, Workers• 8&na 1922: 30,000L; 1933: 100.000L: 

, . . . ... ~ . . . ... .. . --..... .. ·--·· .. .. --- _,.. .. .. Loans given by • " , 1922:150,000L; 1933:370.000L; 
l935:480.000µ 
( 1st 10 mos.)4H1Ht-

Turnover of T'nuTa ••••• 1924:19,700L; 1933:200,000L; 1 55:500,000L 
Workers employed by 

Yakhin ••••••••••••••• 1927: so; 1933: 450; 1935: aoo-1.000 
Paid cpa1tal of "Nir" •• 1927:none; 1933: 18,000; 1 35: 91,575L 
Persons engage in industrial 

and transport coops ••• 1924: 27'7; 1933: 1,540; 1 35: 2,792 
Members of Workers• Loan & 

Savings societies ••••• 1927: 2,078; 1933: 8,542; 1 35: 20,734 
The unemployment f'und •••• founde4 1933; in 1933: 6 , 000LP 
Arlosoroff Memorial f"und • • collected inll933: 18,000LP 

* These figures (for 1935) are from Revusky, "Jews in Palest1nen . 
M-From pamphlet nKupath Choltm", December, 1935, page 2. 
~From Palestine Economic Review. January, 1936, page 2 . 

It is, of' course, impossi ble to get complete or accurate 

figures for all of these act ivities of the Hist~druth for 

1935 and for 1936 . 

) I 
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Some 14ea of the rapid rate of increase of the membership 

in the Histadruth may be received from the following .f'~es:81 

Tel Aviv 1 32: 8,914; • 35e, ~2;eso; 266% increase 
Haifa 4,158; 18,554; 405% 
Jerusalem 4,128; 6,665 . 69% , 
Other towns 1,615; 2 ,350 . 19%. , 
Colonies 7,814; 19,391 . 148~ , 
Workers• settlts. 3,449; 6,208 . 80% , 

30,078; 85,818 . 185% , 

The distribution of the membership 1n the urban trades 

at the beginning of 1935 wa s:82 
I 
Buildg. & bldg. materials ••• • ~ •••• 8,15O 
Hood in4ustr1es .... . .... .•.•••.••• 2 ,436 
Metals, plumbing, electricity .••. . 3 .461 
Painting ..•.••••.•..•... . ... ... .. . • 824 
Textiles •••••••• ••• •••••• ••• ••••• • 755 
Needle trades ••••••••••••••••••••• 1,144 
!,eatl1er . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 466 
Be.king and butcher1nR ••••••••••••• 556 
Printing and cartona~e •••••• • •••.• 906 
Variou s f actories •••• ••• ••• • •••••• 1,87O 
Restaurant s & hotel s •••••..••••••• 1,O84 
J onestic service ••••• •••••••• •• ••• 1,O2O 
Clery~~~ & sell1nR••••••• · ••••••••2,966 
Techni ca1 & mechanical trades ••••• 332 
1.:edicine & all ied prof essions..... 962 
Ed~cat ion , science, art ••••••••••• 545 
Portera~e, stevedorin~ . etc • •••••• 1,494 
Railroad , postal & t elegr a ph •••• •• 319 
Kibbutzi m in town 11:nits.. .. ...... 480 
L:iscellaneous unskilled ••••••••••• 1,620 

This chart reveals the all-embracin,q; nature of t!le Hi stadruth, 

( i.e •• includinp: in its membersh ip professional wor kers as well 

as physical laborers); more over , it reveals also the more natu­

ral d i stribut ion of .Jewish employment in Palestine, (1.e •• as 

many J ewish st evedores and porters as 1n t he needl e trades. and 

more in each of t hese than in the ~edical and other professions) . 
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CHAPTER VI. 

TODAY AND TOMORROVI 

Pa1est1ne today 1s a country exper1enc1ni:t rapid indtstrial 

and economic advance. It is worthy of mention that 1n the year 

1931. a year marked by financial disaster and depression in so 

mar.y countries of the world, more than four thousand Jews were 

absorbed into Palestine. and the same was the ease during the 

four years following the Palestine depression or 192,6-1927 •1 

Exports and imports, while they did not increase during those 

years, declined much less than 1n the neighbor1np; countries. 

Extensive public works projects were undertaken to prevent un­

emplo:vment, and withal, the budget or the Palestine government 

was balancdd.2 

Between the years 1932 and 1936 Pa1estine experienced an­

other mass 1:mm.ip:ration, owing, 1n great part, to the 1mlh1.)lra­

tion of ls.r ~e numbers of Jews trom Germany. How la.r~e tbat im­

migration was may be seen trom the fact that between 1931 and 

1936 the number of Jews in Palestine increased from 174.610 

to over 375,000.3Durin~ the year 1935 alone there was a total 

of 65,000 immigrants. It is of particular interest to note 

that, whereas the entire Jewish cOTllr.lunity doubled in the years 
labor 

1932 to 1936, the Jewish/population 1n Palestine increased al-

most threefold over the same period. In 1932, there were 30,000 

men and women workers, while 1n 1,956 the nuiiler reached ss.ooo. 
labor 

Whereas 1n 1932 the Jewish/population was 16% or the entire 

Je,iish population. 1n 1936 it comprised ( with dependents) about 

40% of the total Jewish population.4 

Since this great amount or Jewish labor has entered the 

country in the past four years, it is of part1cil.lar impoi-tanee 



to ask: Where have these new labor 1.mmigranta settled, and 

what occupations have they entered? 

DISTRIBUTION OF LABOR 
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The answer to the first of these questions may readily be 

ascertained from the followin~ c.hart: 5 

'l,ot tota1 ,or total 
Nov. 1931 Be~in. 1936 Yiahub ('31) •1slmb ( 1 36) 

Tel Aviv &. suburbs 46.332 135.000 26.5'1, 36.~ 
Jerusalem & • 53.746 70,000 30.7 18.7 
Haifa & • 16,020 50,000 9.2 13.3 
Tiberias, Sated• At-
uleh, Acre. Hebron •• 8,618 11,000 s.o 2.9 

Total far urban centers 132.445 284,000 75.~ 75. '7'1, 

Sett1,s. &. rural dists. 42,155 91,000 24.1 24.3 

Tota1 •••••••••• 17.,610 375,000 

From this table it may be seen t hat the proportion of workers 

absorbed 1n rural and urban communities bas remained f a irly con­

stant, about 25% to 75%. 

Because of this constant proportion, the occupational str­

ucture of Jewish labor 1n Palestine has changed very little 1n 

the past few years. However, there bas been a decrease in 5% 

of t he Jewish agricultural wage-earners. In 1936, the total 

farm population was 13.5% of the total Jewish population 1n 

Palestine, whereas 1n 1931 it consittuted 15.4$.
6 

This decline 

1s not due to an unwillingness on the part or the immigrants 

to settle on the soil . but is largely due to external factors, 

r e.fusal of farmers to employ Je•ish labor, inadequa te national 

farm credit, and the like. 

mf the 10,000 additional farm workers who came to Palest­

ine 1n 1932 to 1936, one half of these have been absorbed by 
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labor cooperatives. In 1932, 4,500-5,000 adults were engaged 

in cooperative agricultural laborJ in 1936, the number was 

9,500. In contrast to these f'1gures, priT&.te citrus-growing 

durinP: that period absorbed only 4,000 worker a. among whom 

were 2,900 additional gw+++w gro'f'e owners and only 1,000 hired 

Jewish workers. In other wards, it has been cooperative agri­

culture rather than private agricultural enterprise that baa 

maintained the proportion betwwen urban and rural labor in 

Palestine. 

The••••-•• dewease 1n opportunities for Jewish labor 1n ( 

finding employment in the c1~-plantationa (f'?-om 15.4:% ot 

rural Jewish labor 1n 1931 to 8.9% 1n 1936) has been compen­

sated tor 1n part by the increased membership of the coopera­

tive farms (10,000 adult members in 1936 as compared with 
four 

4,135 1n 1932). This represents a 250% increase over the/:faa 

year per1od • .'7 

IN THE INDUSTRIES 

According to the government census of November, 1931. in­

dustries, crafts, quarries and mechanics furnished employment 

to 16,500 persons (42,770 including dependent a). About 1/4 ot 

all Jewish labor 1n Palestine was represented 1n these occupa­

tions. In 1936 , crafts and industries alone employed mearly 

25 ,ooo persons. When there is added to this figure the number 

of persons employed in home-crafis, such as shoe-:nakers, tai­

lors, dressmake~s, laundresses, etc •• the number rises to 

35, 000 . \11th their dependents, they numbered 89,QOO 1n 1936, 

or 23.9% of the Jewish population 1n Palestine. These f1e1ds 

ot activity absorbed 46,730 new immigrants, of whom 18,500 



were head.a of families. From these facts it may be seen what 

a large role crafts and 1n4ustries played 1n absorbing Jewish 

labor during the four pears ot 1932 to 1936. 8 

Particularly noteworthy has been the development or the t 
buildinp; trade. Accord..ing to t he government census of 1931. 

building and public works occupied 6,511 persons (with depend­

ents, 19,000, or 9.77% ot the to•~l Jewish population in Pa1es­

t1ne.). By 1936, those occupations had absorbed 50,000 {with 

dependent s), or 13.2% of the tota1 Jewish population. This in­

ordinate growth 1n the building trades is due to the failure 

of the government and private agriculturists to provide ad.e­

quate employment. Although labor leaders bemoan the unnatura1 

increase 1n the building trades, it has really been necessary. 

Dwellings in urban centers 1n Palestine., evnn with this rapid 

growth, are still overcrowded, and rentals are still too hip;h. 

This i s perhaps the primary reason why t he Bistadruth has un­

dertaken t he building of cooperative housing projects. 

There has been a marked increase also in the number of wor­

kers engaged 1n transit and transport \1ork. The cimsus of Nov. 

1931 showed 3,278 persons thus occupied; 1,790 1n road trans­

port (chauffeurs, cabbies, clerks , etc.}, 629 porters and mes­

sne~ers , 403 postal a.,d telegraph workers, 275 railway workers, 

111 spipormers and agents , boatmen and dock laborers, 61 road 

a"ld briAge r epairmen . ~1th t heir dependents, these totalled 

9 , 629 , or 5 . 5% of the total Jewish population 1n Palestine . 

In 1936, the number t~us employed were 8 , 500 whi ch with de­

pende~ts, amount s to 25,000 or 6 . 6% of the Jewish populat ion . 

I 
I 
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GOVERNMENT AND PROFESSIONAL OCCUPATI ON 

In November, 1931, there were 1,901 Jewish .~overnment 

emplovees , r epresentin~ 2~ of the Jewish wage- earners in Pal­

estine, or, with dependents , 1.9~ of t he entire Jewish p opula­

t ion . I n 1936, the number was estimated at 1 , 700 to 2 ,000, or 

1. 4% of a ll t h e Jewish wage-earners (l.4i a l so, of all the Yish­

nb . ,1hen dependents are included). In November, 1931, 419 Jew­

ish policemenfand ?8 J e~i sh watchmen were employed by the ~ov­

ornment . In August , 1935 , only 286 J ews ~er e thus employed. In 

1936 , t he number thus employed was esti mated at 400. There were 

also 510 Jews employed 1n the civi l serv~ce in November, 1931. 

Of these, municipali ties and rural admini strations employed 

285 Jews . This number has since b een greatly incroased 1n 
s 

J ewish municicl,)al institutions, but ha .... not increased to a 

corresponding extent in admi--iistration and polie.e activities . 

In the libera l professions too we find a c ons i derable in­

crease dur ing the past four years . In 1931, t he r •e were 1 ,748 

in nedicine: in 1936 t h e number wa s estimated at, 4 , 000 . In 

1931, the schools of ,al e st ine employed 1 , 670 teiachers ; 1n 

1934 , the number rose t o 2 ,10 1. This increas e is1 not in propor­

tion, h owever , be~ an increase 1n 26% comparedl -.·,ith a 90% 

increas e in population during those same years. In t h e leaal 

professton, the increa se h as been more proporticmate to the 

population increa se. And t he same is true of t he: c l erical 

profession. The number of persons engaged 1n the f-1.ne arts 

(r1rite:t•s . musicians, actors , etc .) has incr eased c onsider­

o.bly; these amounted t o a1,out 3 ,000 1n 1936 . Th o total mnn-

ber of wa~eQearne r s 1n the libera l professions , however , was 

e stimated at 13 , 500 , \?hich is a smaller percentag e of the pop-

I 
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ulati on than 1n 1931. 

The comparative occupat ional d i stribution of labor 1n Pal­

estine 1n the years 1931 and 1936 may be seen f':rom the f oll01t­

in.i:t t able s: 9 

Agriculture 
Bui ldinR 
Industry 
Transp. & transit 
Lib . Profession s 
Admin . and army 

Commerce 
Housework 
1.:1sch.llaneous 

Total 

AE;!'icu lture 
BuildinJ;: 
Industry 
Transnort & taansit 
Lib . ProfessiOBB 
hdmin . and army 

Comnerce 
=iouse'i"lork 
l.iiscell aneous 

Total 

End 1931 
Number % of 

12. 306 
6 , 511 

16,455 
3 , 278 
7,442 
1,303 

47,295 
10,919 

s . 398 
5 ,071 

66 , 683 

1a.s 
9 . 8 

24. 6 
4 . 9 

11. 1 
2 .0 

70 . 9 
1 6 . 4 

s .1 
7 . 6 

Providers 

Beg. 1936 
Number % of 

23 , 000 16.1 
19,000 13.3 
35, 000 24,5 

8 ,500 5.9 
13, 500 9.4 

2 ,000 1 . 4 

101, 000 70.6 

42 , 000 29 .4 

143,00 0 

Po~lationl 
( Provi ders and telr aenendents) 
End 1931 Beg. 1936 

Number t of Number % of 

27,01'7 1 5 . 6 50 , 500 13 . 5 
16 , 948 9 . 7 49,600 13.2 
42,770 24. 5 89 , 500 23 . 9 
9 , 629 5 . 5 25 , 000 6 . 6 

17,490 10 . 0 31, 800 8 . 5 
3,428 2 . 0 5 , 200 1.4 

11'7, 282 67 . 2 67 .1 
33, 796 19.4 

5 , 264 3 . 0 123, 400 32.9 
18 , 268 10.4 

174, 610 375 , 000 
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AIUL~IS OF POSSmILITIES 

Palestine's capacity for absorbing labor at the present 

time seems almost unlimited. However, the imm.igration.t' is re­

stricted by the English government to con!"orm with the necon­

omic capacity" of the country. The method used for aacertain­

ing t he number of workers the country needs is a.s follows: 

Twice a year ( spring and fall), t he Je\v1sh employers are asked 

concernin~ t heir needs for new workers . On the basis of the 

information thus received, the Jewish agency presents its de­

mand for labor immigration certif'icates to the Eru:i:liah a:overn-

ment . _ 

That the Jewish labor 1.nmtigration 1s not 1n excess of the 

needs of the country is seen from t h e fact that during the years 

1933- 35, Palestine actually had a shortage of workers.10This had 

two consequences: Jewish workers went to the towns, where labor 

was better paid, and many Arab ,vorkers cSlUe from the surrounding 

d i stricts to en .1 oy the higher wages in Palestine. One cause for 

labor ' s enterin,z urban occupations to so p:reat an extent was 

t he fact t hat the extent of the immi9:ration and t he cornposi­

t 1on of its members (lower middle-class Jews) tended to d.irect 

them toward ur1'an occupations. Nevertheless, the balance be­

t,.,een urban and rural labor has been fairly ,vell maintained. 

PLANTA':('!ON WORK 

In plantation employment, the situation i s f ar from satis­

factory. In 1932 , the are& of J ewish-owned plantations was 

65,000 dunams, and 4,500 Jewish workers were employed on them. 

In 1935 , t he area had increased t o 150.000 dunams, ani increase 

of 130~ , whereas t he nUiilber of Jewi sh workers 1n t he plantations 
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1nereased by only 11i. These workers 1n 1935 numbered only 

5,000, whereas it is estimated that the plantations weee cap­

able of giving employment to 13.000-14,000 Jews.11 

What are the factars ma.kin~ for this situation and preven­

ting a gx-eater employment of Jews 1n the private plantation col­

onies? Smilansky, head of the Farmers I Federation ( an owners 1 

organization), names three obsta cles:1Zthe economic, the psy­

cholo~ical, and political. The chief obstacle. of course, is 

the econo~ one. The h igher wage of the orRanized Je,'lish wor­

kers is a real factor 1n this situation. This difference 1n 

wage during the period of cultivation and preparation of the 

orange groves amounts to about 8% of t h e toaal cost of culti­

vation. From the sixth year of the grove and onward, the grove 

beco:ne7roductive. Its ~reatest productivity follows the tenth 

year . During that period (between t he sixth and tenth year), 

the diff erence 1n labor costs is: 20 piastres per day for Jew­

lsh labor as compared with 12 piastres per day for Arab labor. 

The total difference between the cost of Jewish and Arab labor 

for the cultivation, picking, and packing of one case of oran­

~es amounts to 33 mills.13 

Important as is the econooic factor 1n makin~ for t he lim­

i ted use of Jews 1n the citrus plantations, the psychologi cal 

factor is also of cons1dera~le importance. Mr . Smilansky writes: 

"As soon as we have 100~ Jewish labor ( in t he plantations) , the 

workers ' wage will in no t ime rea ch such a level that it will 

overpower us . We find t wo neighbor1n~ orange groves . One has 

mixed l abor, the majority being Jewish. Everythin~ runs st:ioo­

t h l y . And 1n the other , where t he work is done who11y by Jew­

ish labor , there are always negotiations ~bout one thing or 



179. 

another."14rn other words• the plantation owner feels that 

he needs Arab workers along "11th the Jewish workers to serve 

as a check on the aggressiveness of or~ani.zed Jewish labor. 

At a r ec1111t meeting of the Agricultural council of the 

Bistadruth, the problem of assuring the continued employment 

of the 9 ,000 Jewish workers who found their way into the prl-
dur1n~ the riots of 1936 

vate plantations as workers/was seriously d1scussed. 15For some 

time, negotiations had been going on between the Planters• Union 

and the Agricultural Executive·. Finally , the Agricultural Exec­

utive of the Hi stadruth accepted t he Planters' proposal to 

employ SO% Jewish 1.e.bor--outside, of course, et those places 

,,here 100% Jewish labor was already being emplo:v-ed.--and to 

pay the standard wages. 

UNll'ICATION OF THE KEBBUTZ MOVEMENT 

The three different associations of kvutzoth and k'lb'butzim, 

~hose policies we have previously presented , have reooR13ized 

for-J a long time t he need !Dr sOtlle sort of unity between t hem. 

However , because of political and ideological differences, this 

unity has neve been attained. That such unit y would be of in­

estimable value to the development of the l abor settl ements 

is indisputable , and it is not surprising that steps 1n this 

direction have recently been undertaken. 

At a recent conference of the Kibbutz Hameuchad (the lar­

gest of the kibbutzim) , princi ples were set forth which aimed 

at the further unification of thefthree existing kibbutzim; these 

were:16 

(a) The Kibbutz Hameuchad (United Collect ive) by its very 
nature has the purpose of uniting the collewtive mo'lfe­
ment in to a large collective association, to increase 
t he colonizing power of the whole moJement •••• •• 
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Aa a basis tor the union ot Rakldbbutz Hameuchad, Hakib­
butz Haartzi (national collective) founded by Hashomer 
Hatzoir, and Chever Bakvutzoth ( federation of small col­
lectives), the council proposes the union of independent 
labor on the collective and hi.red labor; the union of 
agriculture hand1cratta and manufacture; mutual aid and 
respons1b111ty; ••• ,.in other woros, the reception of new 
immigrants into old collectives rather than the foundin~ 
of new and necessarily small collectins •••• the continu­
ous absorption of new 1mm1gration: the construction ot 
lar~e and growing communistic settlements on the basis 
of the 111u1mm expansion and deve1opmen t of all the fields 
of work and all the economic resourees ••••• the authority 
of the un1Jr1ed collective movement o•er all its settlements 
and members: the zion1st-soc1allst education or its members. 

(c)Tbe council 1nstuucta its secretariat to create a form 
together with other parts or the collective movement for 
Sil& transitional cooperation towards the hastening of the 
unification. 

The second section ot this statement, however, proved to 

be little more t han a reiteration or t he general policy of the 

libbutz Jlameuchad, which advocates lar~e and expancl1.ng kvutzoth . 

At the meeting of the Chever Hakvutzoth, therefore, there was 

possible only a negative reaction to the unU'ication proposals 

of the Kibbutz Hameuehad. The executive of the Chever Hakvutzoth 

stated: 

"The ways of building the commune in Eretz Yisroel are dif­
ferent, and experience has not yet demonstrated the ppefer­
abillty ot either of the two basic forms. Many t h ousands 
live in the small commune ••••• On the other hadn , thoaaands 
live the life of the lar~e collective •••• lt was therefore 
our opinion that serious negotiations concerning unifica­
tion would ensue only on bhe basis of fully and unquali.f­
iedly equal rights for both forms and absolute freedom of 
opinions and methods of work w ith1.n the franework of the 
Federation of Vlorkers and its basic ide11s •••• • But t he cou­
ncil of Yagur {of the Kibbutz Hameuchad) went. to our 
sorrow, in another id1r9ct1on ••••• Tbe resolution of Ya~ 
destroys the chance of union ••••• " 

And the reaction ot the Kibbutz Haartzi of Hashomer Hatzoir 

nas somewhnt s i.?nilar. Thus it seems that for the time being 

t he unification or t he k i bbutz movement, which would greatly 

s t rengt hen the communist ic settlements in Palestine, is not 

in sight. 
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However, since the council of Yagur, meetings ha ve taken 

place between the representatives of the three kibbutzim for 

t he discussion of unified l abo1• in ports, at the Dead Sea, and 

in the police and other government occupations. It is yet pos­

sible that from the practical needs of cooperation di.f'ferences 

may some day be suffieiently reduced to permit a unification 

of t he labor settlements. 

PUBLIC WORXS 

Labor leaders in Palestine are not at all satisfied with 

t he absorption of Jewish labor 1n government works. They claim 

that the future development of Je\'l isb labor must be guaranteed 

through the penetration of Jewish workers into permanenet aTen­

ues of employment. one of• 111h1ch is employment 1n ~ove:munent rut­

minis tration and public projects. Voicing the complaint of Jew­

ish labor, Frumkin states: 17 "today t h ousands of workers inc lud­

inp; Hauranese and 11~tians are emp loyed in t h em ( public works) 

while the number of Jewish workers is insignificant, 1n s pite 

of t he fact tha t t he Jews are responsible for an income to the 

governbent equ ivalent to two-thirds of the cost of public 

works." 

Th e income of t he Palestine g overnment during the past 

f ew years has indeed greatly increased, and t h e s c ope of g ov­

ernment undertakings has increased eorreapondin~ly. By 1936, 

there were as many as 20,000 governmen t employees. These wer e 

d i stributed as follows: 18ra1lway wor kers, 4,.500; telegraph and 

telephone workers, 1,500; sea-port workers, 3,000; In Mthat 

tota l t h ere y1ere only 300 Jewish railway workers, and 500-600 

employed in working to suppl y wate r and to pave roads. Thus 

I 

~I 
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the number of J ewish employee s 1n Government works i s actuall y 

quite small . The reason g i ven by the government , of c ourse , i s 

t he faet that Jewis:i contractin5 .iiroups have refused to accept 

government \"lOrk, and rejected t:ie offers nade b y the R,overnment . 

This , of course , is du e to t!'l.e h i gher Jewish wage scale. As a 

con seq., ence, n c!>t only Palestinian Arabs. but Arabs from Raure...'l'l 

and Syria he.va flocked inSO ,zovernment empl o:rment , serving to 

exc l ude t he Jews, to a great extent , from public works. 

The su.c;:gestion has been made t ha t t he Je\?ish Agency under­

t ake polit ical negatie.t1ons with the government with t·,7O purposes 
19 

L"l view: (a) t h at the government should adopt t he prlhncfiple /as 
accepting Jewish ·:iorkers , and ( b ) that instructions t o that ef­

fect should be g~ven by the c entral government to all branch es 

o~ tGe government ~hich act as employers . A particular denand 

has been made for t he i ncrease of the nu:ober of Jewish rail':7ay 

and postal employees. Uoreover , it has been demanded the. t t he 

gove r nment contractin.e: \vork be let out to Je\.'s wit.1ou t conpet ­

ition , taking i.T1to co:1sid!:"ration t he quality of work done and 

also t he needs of t he Je,1ish ,vorker. 

~ven if t t e s overnoent is prevailed upon to a ccept more 

J ewish workers, and if• in complia.··1ee ·:1ith t h e reque s t of 

Jewisl labor, 3 , 000 Jewish workers ( request of' 1 935) will be 

placed i n government emploY1J1e::1t . t h e fact remains t hat fully 

1/3 of t hese \•;orker.s, s.s unskilled l abor, will have t o accept 

a day- wage of ofily 150 mills per day . hardly enough for t he 

20 Jew i sh -;1orker t o live on. In 1935 , the Histadruth contract-

inc a enc7 actuall y undertook seve r al ~overnment projects 

(a p i pe - line for water from Ras el Ain to Jerusalem, road build­

L~~ in Sharon. e tc.). at a los s . The ~ i stadruth accepted t h ese 
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contracts onl~ because it gave Jewish labor an op~ortunity 

to expand into new positions. This prodedure . h owever, can 

hardl y be continued for any lengt h of til:le . Some arrangement 

mus t ul timatel y be arrived e.t • v,bereb:v- Jer:ish l abor may secure 

its quota of employment 1n government pro jects at a livabl e 

wage . Already in 1931 , t,ir . L~acDonald, in a letter to Dr . We i z-
21 

man , to which labor l eaders conste.ntl v point Jlbii:a in Just i.fi-

~~t ion of their demands . recognized En ~land's domrdz obl~a­

tion t o pr ovide Jewish labor with a proportionate sh.are in em­

plo:,ment in government works . Bo\lever, a definite agreement 

between the government and J ewish labor on the percentage of 

Jewish labor to be emplo:v-ed 1.11 public works has not ye t been 

arrived at. 

';;1th the ingress of t housa.11ds of new imr.li ,zra..11ts , and 11ith 

t ::ie rapid growth of agri cultural and ind.ustrial enterprise 1n 

Palestine 1n t h e past few years, t here has been l aid t he foun­

dation for a new expansion of Jewish l a bor activities . To make 
.,,...... 

such l abor expt s.nsion pos sible , however , will reguire or gan-

ized effort . Frumkin makes eight points that must be f ollowed 

in the development of a progr am of expansion f or Jewish labor. 

These are : 22 

(a) A national loan must be procured a.~d invested in lon~ 

term credi t for agriculture , industr y , and bui lding . The Jew­

lsh agency r.rust i ssue t he f irst na t ional loan , and national 

credit or gan i zations, sucho.s t h e Angl o- Pal est ine bank, must 

render support t o th1-s loan . 

(bt Firm political measures must be taken t o L,sure constr­

uct ive assistance from t he Pal estine government . The govern-
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ment can be helpful by extendin~ long term credits for agric­

ulture. industry , and constructional enter pri se , by freeinp; 
~ agriculture and other branches of ent erpris e f rom opp,ress1ve 

tax2.t ion , by protecting industry and agriculture from f'oreiPll 

dumpin~. and by gi ving Jewish l abor a proportionate share in 

public enterprise. 

(c) The or~an i zation of Totzer et Haaretz ("Buy Palestine 

products" ) consumption must be intensified. The ce:-it ral or14-

anization of Totzeret Ha e.retz must r eceive not only mora l sup­

po:t't, but the bakkin~ of' the ma.1or c:-edi t and econ omic insti­

tutions as ,,,ell, 

(d) The :iistadruth e.."ld t he Yishuv must be !'1ade consci ous of 

the need for penetration and r e i!ltrenchment 1n civil service , 

!'a ilwa.y a.11d maritime jobs . Those workers who have secured such 

employment shou l d h ~ve behind them the suppor t of or~an i zed 

l ~bor in their ch i ldren ' s education , housin~ , ir.uni~ion cer­

tificates f or relatives, health . accident L~surance , etc. 

(e) Finaneia l and or~anizational forces r.rust be mobilized to 

e.z.tablish a firm 9 0s itio!l for Je,1ish l abor i n m~'!"i time docking 

e...,_d shipping . The Je..-1i sh Agency, t he Hi sto.drutµ , and nat i onal 

credit bodies should t reate and sust ain institut i ons advencin~ 

t ~ese act i vities. 

( f) Thh appearance of ant i-Jewish labor sentir.lent in the or­

i~ge plant ations must be count er acted by creating a national 

co~pany for sellin~ fruit produced by all-Jewish labor. Pro­

nai;:anda must be issued 1n defense of t he ri,g,hts of Jewish l a­

bor , credits advanced to rJiffrners emplo:r...nR Jewish labor, e tc. 

(g ) Popular building and tbe cons truct ion of \?Orkers • dwel­

l in~s should be 1nte~s1~1ed. 
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(h) Jewish foreign commerce must be well organized to pro­

vide adequate protection for Jewish exports and to obtain 

lon~-term credit for settlement, industry, and build~. \7ork 

must be done toward increasing Jewish exports and toward pre­

ventin~ dumpin~. 

(~} Finally, it is necessary to guard the very foundations 

of Jewish life 1n Palestine--Jewish immi~at1on. Efforts must 

be made to secure entry for new immigrants and to provide :for 

them upon arr ival. 

INTER-PARTY STRIFE 

Within t he framework of t he Zionist movement, the labor 

group does not stand unchallen~ed , There are conf11ct1n~ ideals 

among the Zionist settlers and the Zionist leadership, which 

are sometimes marked bv acrimonious dispute . The _groups whose 

ideals often run counter to t he ideals of the l abor elenent in 

Palestine are the Revi sionists, the M1srach1, and the Communi sts . 

(The latter , however , 1s not a recognized party wit;1in the zion­

ist movement) . \'rnere are t he points of dtifference "1hich make 

for the all-too-rrequent clashes bet ween these groups? 

Turning our attention first to the Revisionists , ne rind 

t hat the conflict between labor zionism and revisionism is, in 

a sense, heir to an older incompat ibility between what was for­

::::.erly known as "small colon izat ion" versus "labge colon1zation"i 

zionism~3 In the earlier period of zionist achievement 1n Pal­

estine, the one group advocated small-scale colonization and 

gradual expansion; t he other was interested 1n a Jewish polit­

ical state, with a □axi:nal colonization program . The revision­

ists or t oday a.re t hose nho still advocate t he maxinal program. 
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The riots of 1929, and more recently those of 1936, the 

obstacles constantly be1n~ ~laced before Jewish 1.mrn.igration, 

the formation of the "Brith Shaloc" group, which seeks peace­

ful Arab-Jewish relations throush compromise 1n colonization 

enterprise and other matters, have acted as factors to lend 

we ight to the claims of the revisionists, who are impatient 

to see the zionist ideal achieved, and be lieve that these de­

terrents would not arise, should a Jewish homeland. pol11Jically 

recognized, be established immediately 1n Palestine. 

The Labor ~roup, however, will not accept the revisionist 

program. It feels that the 1.mmediate needs of colonization are 

of utmost importance, and th.at only throup:h the gradual con­

quest of the land can the proper economic balance and proper 

occupational structure be achieved 1n Jewish Palestine. Vlith­

out necessarily renouncing t he ideal of a Jewish state 1n Pa1-

estine, Jewish l abor has set itself to the concrete tasks of 

colonization. "Its realism consists 1n this: that it bears 1n 

mind the limits of political action, that it does not believe 

in the magic at potency of maximum slogans, and that it 1s 

convinced that t he more Jews enter Palest ine, and the stro~er 

their social and economci conditions in the land, the more sol­

id ground will be created for maximum polit11Ja1 deman4s.n24 

To the revisionists, however, it appears that the labor group 

has renounced the maximal aims of the Zionist mo-.ement, and that 

the ac t ivities of the l abor group amount to only a liquidation 

of Zionist aspirations. 

Another group ,vith whom the laborites often come in conf­

lict is the Mizrachi or~anization. This, the orthodox religious 

faction in the zionist movement, was borr in Vilna 1n 1903, 
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under the leadership of Isaac Jacob Reines. The name Mizrachi, 

an abbreviation of the Hebrew. "Merkas ruchanin expresses the 

ideals of the group. It aims at the estab lishment of a reli~i­

ous center 1n Palestine tor world Jewry. This was expressed 1n 

Rabbi Meier Berlin's famous slogan: "Eretz Yu,roel L'am Y1sroel 

al Pi Torath Yisroel", {"The land of Israel for the people of 

Israel through the Torah of Israel"). While able to cooperate 

to a certain extent with other zionist groups, the~ kave insis­

ted on separatism 1n Jewish education, and have {just as the 

labor .i;o-oup) their own schools 1n Palestine . 

The complaint somet!mes made by the ldizrachi. leaders is 

t hat the labor movement is entirely secular in nature, and is, 

moreover, even anti-rel1-1ous. Actually, however, the litera­

ture of the labor movement in Palestine expresse4 no anti-re­

li~ious sentiments. Ind4ed, the l abor organizat ion b as endor­

sed every effort to make Saturday the U.."liver sal day of rest in 

Palest1:ie . 25Another charge has been that labor elements violate 

the dietary laws. Actually, however. in such labor institutions 

as the Kupath Cholio hospitals, the dietary laws are strictly 

observed. The labor movement, by and large, might, ~ver, be 

termed non-reli~ious in its orientation. That is whe~e the bas­

ic conflict 1t,s bet~,een t he LUzrachi and the labor moveJ:J:mnt. 

It is due to a fundamental difference 1n their ideologies. id­

eologies not easily harmonized. 

It is interesting to notice, however , t bat there 1s a 

youth movement kno\m as Hapoel Hamizrachi (ReliRi ous Labor 

Youth .). Th is 1s an organiaation founded 1n 1922 , and em­

braci:lp; 4 ,000 members 1n Palestine as Tiell as 40,000 1n t he 

diaspora 1n 1935. 26rts sevent h convention was held 1n January , 
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1935. At the convention, three factions revelled different op­

inions ais regards atfili~tion with the Mizrachi or the Histad.­

ruth. The section called Torah v•avodah, the majority ~roup, 

favored favored continued affiliation with botht the Mizrachi 

and the H1stadruth. El Hamakor , t he !'undamentalis t group , fa­

vored severing connections with the labor moTement and retain­

ing connect ion only with the Mizrachi. A more radical elem'1lt 

with in the organization, Yetz1rah U'vinyan, takes the opposite 

view, and desires affiliation of tbe or~anization with the His­

tadrut and not the Mizr acbi. 

Yet another group which sometimes comes into conflict with 

the organized labor movement 1n Palestine is the left-win~ 

Poale Zion faction. As its name indicates , it is also a labor­

conscious group, but is more orthodox 1n its soci alism than 

is t he Bi stadruth . It charges t he Histadruth with readiness 

to compr01:tise, willingne ss to deal with bourgeois Jewish el­

ements in Palestine rat~er than foster whole-heartedly the 

ideal of a socialist state. The same charges are heard also 

from t he small group of Jewish communists in Palestine. Just 

as t he revisionists are nationalistically orthodo~ in their 

views, and just as t he Mizrachi are reli~iously orthodox 1n 

t heirs, so are the left-win~ Poale Zion and t he communist 

gorups in Palestine socialistically orthodox in t h eir out­

l ook. Because of t ~ese three orthodoxies . the General Fed­

eration of Jel'lish Labor in Palestine is often subjected to 

criticism and attack. 
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JE\'"f1:SH AND ARAB LABOR 

From the very beginning of the organized Jew i sh labor 

movement 1n Pal.est 1ne, as has already been indicated, the 

rights of the Arabs have been taken into consideration by 

Jewish labor . At t he third cont'erence ot the Histadruth, res­

olutions were adopted (quoted previously) expressing the s-ym­

pathy of Jewish toward Arab labor, and expressing the desire 
,-... 

for JewJish-}..rab labor cooperation. An Arab newspaper (n Itachad 

El Amal) was undertaken by the Bistadruth , and an invitation 

was extended to the Arab workers to form a similar organiza­

tion, which, together with the Hi stadruth would form an Inter­

national Federation of the \'lorkers of Pal estine. 27 

Today, that att itude on the part of Jewish labor, despite 

the riots of 1936, remains basically unchanged. The "~ood neigh­

bor" policy is expressed by Jewish labor leaders as the only 

key to Arab-Jewish rapport. "our path is to make the Jewish 

colonizational enterprises also a source of social value for 

tbe Arabs of the country. '.'1e must seek an Arab mass support."28 

From what source among t he Arabs does the Jewish labor group 

seek its support? Clearly , f'rom the Arab workers , whose inter­

ests are nCfiitferent from the interests of the JeY1ish workers 

in Pal estine. 

Th e chief objective i s the elimination of the difference 

in the Arab and J ewish standards of living. For this goal, the 

Arabs need, as the Jews already have, (a) a settlenent with a 

mass base, imetead of the e...~t iqus t ed ~euda l ism umby Which 

t hey are s t ill e~slavel, a~d (b } a revolvine fund . s1!::11.a~ t o 

the Jewi sh lat io·1::il Fu:1d , to enable colon1?.e.t1.on o:i the part 

or ~ab vior::ers: 9 Lowerin.e: t l·.e sto.nda!'d of livin1; of the Je,'1-
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is:1 workers i s ce rta inl y n ot t he answer to t he problem of e ­

que. l i z ing Jewi sh and Arab living standard s . Thus t he raisL11~ 

of t11e s t andard of l ivin12: of the Arab worker is t he " Arab 

Pro,srrun" of the J e-t i sh labor movement in PaJ.est ine . 

3esides t be eff or t s of Arab labor t o a cquire a mass base 

M d a r evolvi ng fund , b e sides the effor t s of Jewi sh l abor 1n 

aidi ng the Arab worker t o r aise h i s s t andard of liv in~ , ther e 

i s a third part y whi ch shar es the re s pon s i b ility of a 1dL~~ 

Arab l ab or , namel y , t he Br i tish 13over nmen t . The gover nt11en t ntUst 

do its part t h.rough a pr ogra."11 of public ,1ork s , sch ools , tech ­

:1ical educat ion , :-iosp i t a ls , l abor l aws , ( e s pecially f or the 

? r otection of Arab wo~en and chi l dren) , e tc . Al l of t ~e se ac­

tivities nust be directed t oward the brcakLl"lp; do,-m o f the 

f eudal i sr.:. under which much of the .:.ra1:) popu lation live s, and 

t oward t he rai sllng o f the s t andar d of 1 1 ving of the Ar ab wor-

1:e::."s Ln Palestine . 

The r e co1miti on of thi s three- fo ld r e s p<l>nsibility , t hat 

of the Arabs , t he J e\'1 s . and the government , is the J ewi sh la­

bor 1:.ovement' s answer t o t r:e que st i on of . ..rab- .Tewish relat ions . 

I".i the statement su br1itted b;· the ~ i stadruth t o Sir J ohn Hope 

SLrnpson in 1930 , 30t n e r e was t he expl ic i t r ecogni t ion o f the 

~e ce s sit:v of or gan i z ing t he Arab worke1~s i n t h e common struAAle 

~or the bettermen t of l abor conditio~ s . Ben Gurion , leader of 

the Jewish labor movement, iss\1e s , after t h e riots of 1936 , a 

fourfold challenr,e t o the g overnment of Pa l estL11e t o cope wi t h 

t h e probl em of an Arab- Jewish r approchenent . Amonj? t he condi ­

t.ions he express es the f oll owini;: : 31 

( 3) Have t' e in:1abi t a.."'l.ts part icipate in the ~overnment , n ot 
onl·; -ivinr: the?::! t he ri§ht of cri ticis=n and of expr e s s ­
ing an opini on , but have them part i c i pate in t he exec­
utive or ~ans of the ~overnment . 
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( ~) Encoura5e a Jewish -Arab rapproch ement and en courap:e 
cooperative enterprise between Jews and Arabs . 

F: lsewhere . 3 2Ben Gur1on elab orates the i <.J ea of copartnersh 1p 

wi t h t h e Arabs. He says: 111.'ie approve of co-partner sh ip ~ 

1n organization betv,e en t he Je,1ish '1orker who should build t :1e 

Jewish economy and t h e Arab ,·,orker ,1orking in the 1u-ab economy. 

and we a lso approve of co- partnershi p between all ,1orke!'s wh o 

\1orlc for the Sta te or City''. Indeed, so ouch is the idea of 

co- partnersh ip a part of the Jewish l abor outlook, t h at it has 

~een criticized b y both the Revisionists an d t ~e Conu:runists , 

both of ,·:h icb ~roups see an es sential contradiction in t he si­

::rult aneou s fight for Jewish labor end co-p!i.!'t nersh i p w1t!1 t he 

Arab s , t h ou~h from diff erent vanta~e-points , to be sure . 

POLITICAL GOALS OF LABOR 

'!'his brinRS us to a considera~i on of t h e question: "r~ at 

are t he political ~oals of the labor movement in Pa lestine? " 

As regards t h e type of ~overn~ent to be established 1n 

Pal estine , t h er e are t wo genera l points of view held amon1,; t he 

Jews of Palest ine . One group would postpone the creation of 

any k Lv1d of parliamen t a r y institut ion until t he Jewi sh popu­

l ation :1as a c~ ieved a majority in Palestine, so that t he J e,1s 

::1 i r;ht receive ad e que.t e repr ese:1 t at ion LTl t hat parliament . The 

seco:-id ;;roup is ready to accept t he proposed "Lesislative 

c o·,mcil11 ( proposed by Sirl Herbert Samuel in 19 20 and agai."l 

propo sed by Pa s s field in 1930) . 
_M\.. 

::::x aminll: these t,·,o v i ews , 9erl Kat zenel s o!'l fee ls that nei-
" 

t her sol ut ion is t he coi,rect on e . 33Reizarding t he first 7iew, he 

rer::e.rks : " ••• 1. t is n ot:iin,i: mor e t h a.11 !iotten tot nat ional eth ics 

- --n!'oposin~ t o s or:e one else r1hat is not gc.od e!'\ou gh for oneself." 
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Aocor dL~g to this view, wha t seems una cceptable today may be 

acdeptable tomorrow. Jforeover, it is "based on a childish faith 

t hat ••• •• under the shelter of the absolute rule of the British 

adr.tinistration we shall always be able to l ive peacefully, t o 

grow and create to our heart ' s conten t . " Finally, Katzenelson 

arp.;ues , this atti tude is based on "a faul ty concept of' the na­

ture of ah our infl uence on the government • n 

As for the aceeptance of the Legislat i ve Council as pro­

posed, Katzenelson argues t hat the set- up would be an undesir­

cble one . First, a..unost hal f of the members of that Council 

·:1ould be re:9resentati ves of and appointed by the governoent . 

1.:oreover , the number of Jewish and Arab representatives would 

be determined in advance , not a llowing for c~an~es 1n popula­

tion proportions . Finally , such an arrangement would not mtar­

a,.,tee popular ~overmnent , as no budgetary :matters could be 

dealt \'11th unless intr oduced b y the Hi gh Comnissioner and ev­

er y decisi on of th e Council could be vetoed by tne High Com­

~issioner . Again. t he proposed leg i s lative council does not 

r ecognize the rights of \Votnan t o participate in the election 

of ~ts me~berl'ihip . Thus t h e proposed legislative counci l can 

hardly be the. answer to the democratic ideals of Je.-1ish la­

bor in Palestine . 

There are men in Palestine (like Ben Avi ) . who wish to 

see the ful:f i llrrient of the idea of a Jewish State, and for 

such political reco~ition are wi lling to designate the Arabs 

as ' Jews'. i.e • • members of t he Jewish State. Labor is disin-
~ 

clined t o accept this attitude . hawever . ~he politi. cal aim 

of l abo~ is t he establishrient of a bi- national state of Jews 

and Arabs 1n PalestL~e , each wi t h equal ri~h t s . It defines 



this bi-national state as "one in which two nations have equal 

rip.:hts to freedom and autonomy , equal share in government and 

representat1on."54suc11 a state, labor contends, can be built 

only by t he creation of new forms of ~overnment based on ab­

solute equality. Such a state would not recognize the inhabi­

tants of the country as such, but as two national groups, both 

of which en.1o:v equal participation in t he country's government. 

!he bas is or such a state, according to Katzenelson, would be 

"municipal democracy, national autonomy, and t he participation 

of the populati on by its exerting an influence on t he admin1st­

r ~tion of its affa irs . This participation should increase on 

a basis of parity between both nat &onal sections.n35 
Jewish 

Despite t he ultimate political goal of/labor 1n Pal estine, 

it is necessary to recognize that t he form of government is not 

t he ba s ic quest ion 1n working out the destiny of the two peo­

ples in Palestine. J ewish labor in Palestine r ealizes t hat t here 

are many more important problems to be solved, that poverty, 

ignorance, UDUry . cheap l abor, etc . must first be removed. "It 

i s much too naive to t h ink t hat any particular f orm of govern-

nent as such ••••. can be the solution to t h is involved s ituation . "36 

Some urgent social reforms, such a s la."1d for t he Arab ·workers, 

\'later - ~uppl:v for irrigation, cessation of s l avery , protection 

of \'l e>nen and children "70rkers, lessening t he tax burden on the 

agricultural workers, are infinitelv more important at this 

time . 

LABOR LEGISL.!•-TIOl, 

Of the ur i:tenc:rr of t he above- ment ioned needs , t he :i i stadruth 

hu.s lon~ been aware . It he.s a lw:1ys e arnestly espoused new l abor 

le5i sle.tion . Hot co!ltent with tbe l abor laws of 1927 ( see above), 

l l 
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it advocated in 1930 the establishment by law of an 8 hour 

working day in industry, public worke, building and transpor-
3'7 tation. With regard to the child labor situation, it advoc-

ated the promulgation or a special ordinance to deal with all 

phases of child labor legislation. It has agitated as well for 

the improvement of conditions in agricultural labor, and for 

lesstning the burdens of workers in t he citiee.au.xawtJar 

Joseph L. Cohen,38analyzinP: the present labor legislat ion 

1n Palestine, points out that such legislation always develops 

along three main 11.Jres: Prohibition, Regulation, and Compensa­

t ion. The ordinances of 1927 deal mainly with the third of these 

categories of social legislation, and the other phases of such 

l eaislation have been very much neglected. 

As regards the child labor legislation of Palestine, it is 

far from satisfactory. The minimum age for the employment or 

children is twelve years , many trades (agriculture, domestic 

service, etc.) do not even come within the scope of the exist­

ing legislation. But worse than the inadequacy of the legisla­

tion is it inef'ficacy. What is needed is "a more eff'ective ad­

ministrat ion of the law. Even government departments employ 

children contrary to the provisions of the ordinance. This is 

t he situation among the Jewish children, in spite of the vi~­

ilande of t he General Federation of Jewish Labor. One can eas­

ily imagine the position in districts with a population mainly 

Arab. The law there virtually does not exist."39systematic 

factory inspection would aid greatly in guaranteeing the ef­

ficacy of ch ild-labor (and other) l.B.bor legislat ion. 

As for the Worlonen's Compensation ordinance (of the 1927 

lecislation), t h is too is inadeuqate. It excluded many categories 
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of workers, such as those employed in agriculture. commerce. 

sanitation works, clerical positions, etc., f'rom. 1+.s benefits. 

Since much of the work done 1n Palestine is done by man or an­

&mal power , part icularly among the Arabs. the man:r workers en­

gaged 1n non-mechanical labor are not protected by law. More­

over, until recently, only industrial accidents, and very few 

industrial diseaBes, were covered by the existing le~islation. 

f rn 1936. an ordinance was passed40ammend1ng the term "worker" 

(of t he 1927 l egislation} to include eight additional categories 

of employment. And 1n t h is new ordinance the word "in:iury" was 

likewise ammended, to include anthrax, lead poisoning, mercury 

poisoning, and others. To enable a more effective application 

~f the ordinance, the ammendment f'urther provided for penal­

ties to be inflicted upon employers ref'using to pay the stip­

ulated compensation . 410nly recently, therefore, has worlanen•s 

compensation been made compulsory. Even with this advance, how­

ever, the compensation l aw is inadequate. The maximum compens­

ation per week is L 1, whether the injured worker Is single or 

married, and no provision is made for medical treatment. 

The needs of the modern worker involve not only legal pro­

tection at employment, but also the recognition of the rip;ht 

to org;anize and strike. The Palestine Government bas done very 

little in this direc t ion. The local trade unions are compel.led 

to register Sffparately as independent organizations, an obsta­

cle to the unified development of the labor movement. It is 

true that in t he 1927 labor ordinances there is included a pro­

vision entitled "Prevention of Intimidation" , yet under the 
42 old Ottoman law of strikes, the government still has the power 

to prosecute the strikers as criminal offenders. 
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The labor element in Palestine is aware of these many 

defects 1n t he existing labor legislation , however. It 1B 

making constant e.t'torts to secure improvements in this direc­

tion, and as its strength increases, is sure to make new gains. 

LABOR IN THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT 

It should be of interest , at this point, to ask just what 

rol e t he l abor faction pl ays in the work of the ·:1orl d Zionist 

Crgani z~tion . I s l abor a r eal. force in the organized zi oni s tt 

movement? 

The histor y of the l abor group within the zioni s t organ-

ization is one of a rapid rise to prominence. Beg inning •tth 

the fourteentb Congress of tho ~ionist organiza111.on, (1925) the 

democra t ic method or election of delegates to the Congress was 
43 

adopted. Each abekel-holder was entitled t o a vote. With the 

right t o vote granted, public interest and part icipation in the 

Zionist elections grew rapidly. And With the growth of the num­

ber of voters in the Zi onist organization over t he years, t here 

was a similar growth in the number of votes cast for the labor 

delegates. 

Up until t he 16th Congress , the majority power in t be Zi on.-

1st Organi zation was held by the General Zi onists . Only i n Pal­

estine had labor gained a majority. Labor and the Mizracb i each 

had 1/5 of the delegates. At the 17th Congress , Labor had 75 

out of the 254 votes. And at the 18th congress, the lebor blec 

became t he most powerful group in t he Zionist Organization. 

I n the 19th Congress (1935), the Laborites had an abs olute maj­

ority in the voting. Whereas t.n l,933 the Labor1tes received 

majoriti es in five countries, in 1935 t hey received majorities 
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in eight. These were: Poland, Palestine, Bessarabia, Lithuania, 

F~ance, Brazil, Esthonia, and Chile. In Eastern Galicia, Amer­

ica, czecho-Slovak:1.a, and Belgium, though not receiving an ab­

so lute majority, the I.aborites led in t be tc/111 count ot the 

votes.44 

Interestingly enough, Labor Zionism came into the ascan-

dancy simulatneousl1 w1tb the development ot Zionism as a mass 

movement . Ben Gurion attributes this to the new or "reali zation" 

i ionism.41 This he defines as "work tar great masses ot Jews 1n 

the cou.ntry ••• Jewish labor in the city and country, on land and 
a 

se~ and in the air; Jewish labor in the field and in t he vine-

yard •••• in short , in every phase of human en4eavor ••• tbis is t h e 

content of Realization ~ionism."45under tihis conception of Zion­

ism as the conque st of the land through the conquest of l abor, 

labor becomes the very backbone of the Zionist move~nt; and 

such it is today, if the elect ions to the Zionis t congress are 

any indication. 

In the fir•t twnety-five years of practical work in Pal­

es tine, the General Zi oni sts were the chief force i n the ~ion­

ist movement. These represented, more or less, a middle-class 

point of view. Bow, however, the romantic "love of Zion" has 

been converted into the r ealities of a Jewish Palestine, based 

on a firm foundation--Jewish labor. This has been achieve4, 1n 

great pe.rt, as a consequence of tre s ituation in uermany. "The 

abstract Zi oni st ideal became overnight a burning daily issue 

for the dispossessed and despairing mass es , whose only hope 
b was to become r ebafli te.ted i n Palestine through labor and pro-

duct1v1ty. "46 

' i, 
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Not only has the Je•1sh IAlbor Party gainea strength within 

the Zionist Organization, but it has also gained sympathetic 

endorsement tran non-Zionist bodies as well. In 1935, a state­

ment endorsing the work of the labor movement in Palestine was 

signed by 241 American Reform Rabbis. Thia statement ends with 

the words: • ••• • as we see it, Liberal Judaism, in addition to 

its general sympathy with tbe rebabiUtation of Palestine as 

the Jewish homeland, should feel an especial enthusiasm for 

labor Palestine. We commen4 b to our colleagues and to our 

followers hearty support f or the Histadruth and the League tor 

Labor Palestine."4? 

The Rabbinical Assembly of America, representing tr-e CQ'ls­

ervative Rabbi nate of Ameri ca, gave utterance to a similar sen­

timent . It concludes with t he words: "we see in t he labor move­

ment in Palestine the only instrument for obviating in that 

land the economic sins which have beset the modern world. As 

religious men we must give our whole-hearted support to the 

i dea listic aspirations of the l llbor movement in the upbuilding 

of our homeland ."48 

Thus t he labor movement in Zionism has gained not only 

greater strength within the zioniat organizaation, but in­

creas ing support also from various branches of Jewry, repre­

senting widely varying points of vie11. Moreove;, it might be 

added, it has gained the endorsement and support of the la­

bor- conscious elements outside of the Jewish faith as ~ell. 
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JEWISH LABOR & THE WORLD MOVEMRN'l' 

We come now to a consideration of the place or the Jewieh 

labor movement in Palestine in the general world labor moYe­

ment , and its rolationsijip to tho second, or soc1a11st, inter­

national. It 1, highly significant that the Jewish labor move­

ment in Palestine has gained the endorsement of the Labor and 

socialist international, :/;the International Federation ot 

Trade Unions, a.nd ..;;tthe American Federation of Labor. 49so 

universal, indeed, has been the ~doreement of the work of the 

Jewish labor movement in Palestine, that only the Communist 
~ 

Internatt onal,1 ••llllll•a=a110111:11t•ell'tl..-lii8•u.it.-1t-tb,a;a:,es withheld U: tu endoree-

ment or its effort•4 

In tracing the position of socialist-zionism in t he Soci­

alist Internati onal, it must be pointed out that before the 

World War the socialist International did na,t accept the prin­

ciple or nationalism, but regarded it rather as a necessary 

evil. Socialist t heoreticians, indeed, rarely coped with the 

problem of nationalism. In contrast to Marx's statement that 
t 

"The proletariat has no fatherland", however, Jaures was able 

to write: "When the proletariat curses the fa therland, it only 

curses the oo~rty which disgraces t he f atherland, the wrongs 

which divide it, the hatreds which madden it, tbe lies which 

exploit it ; and this appe.rent malediction 1s merely an appeal 

to t he new fatherland which ce.n develop only throu~the aut­

onomy of nations, t he growt h ot democracies, and the applica­

tion of the whole force of the nE.tional genius to the new 

problems, that is, by extending the idea of fatherland until 

it merges into humanity.•50 
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Nevertheless, his was ~1nority view. It was only the 

ef!edts or t he World War which brought international socialism 

to a recognition of nationalism. Thus for a while, despite the 

efforts of the Poale Zion to gain recognition, auoh recoantti­

on was withheld by the Socialist Intenational. The first appli• 

cati on on the part of t he Poale Zion was made 1n 1907.51 The 

request was repeated in 1908, with a proposa l to create a Jew­

is~ section of the Internat ional, embracing t he nBund 0 of Rus­

sia , Lithuania and Poland, t he World J ewish Socialist Labor 

Party of Russ ia {SERP), and t he Zionist Socialist Labor Party 

of Russia. In 1911, the request to be ~ormed int o a Jewish sec­

tion, s igned by the above groups, was again presented to the 

Socialttt International. 

Shor t l y after t he revolut i on of March , 191 '1, in Bussia, 

plans were me.de for a general Socialis t Conference in Stock­

holm. The Poale Zion again submitted a memorandum of their de­

mands . ~hese were suppor ted by otter groups, such as the Bri­

t!sh Labor Par ty, whi ch bas always been warmly sympathetic 

witr. the aims of J ewish Labor in Palestine. And in Octo~r, 

1917, the cormnit t ee is sued i ts peace mani~esto, in whi ch the 

rights of "nat ional- personal a utonomy 1n t he various count­

ties of Jewish residence"were uphe ld, and t o which the state ­

ment was appended: "The promotion of J ewish col onization i n 

Palestine will have to be internationally and legally safe­

euarded ."52 Thus Internat i onal Soc1al1s~ abandone d its orig-

1na 1 oppos 1 t i on to Zioni sm, and recoc;n1zed t he labor move­

ment in Palestine. 

More specif icall y, however, was t he recognition or Jewish 

national r i ghts stated at the Socialis t Conference or February, 
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1918. It arlvocated that Pales tine shoule be freed or Turki.sh 

rule and "be transformed into a Free Stete under international 

guar antee, to which the Jewish people may ret urn ••• and where 

t ~ey may develop their own civilization f'ree .trom the influence 

of alien races and religions."53A similar statement was made in 

April, 1919, at the Amsterdam Conference, and in January, 1921, 

the Poale Zion entered the Vienna International as a recognized 

party. At the Amalgamation Congress in Hamburg (May, 1923), the 

Poale Zion were officially represented by seven delegates. 

InnDecembor, 1929, the two Palestine labor parties, Achduth 

Haavodah and Hapoel Hatzoir united to form the Miflegoth Poale 

Eretz Yisroel. This new ps.rty, recognized as the "Labor Part y 

of Palestine", was accepted (May, 1930) by t he Executive of the 

Sociali s t International as the 11Jewish Section of the Labor and 

Socialist International in Palestine."54 The Labor Party of 

Palestine was reoogni?.ed as the chief section of the World 

Poale Zion Confederation. Thus the Socialist Int ernational has 

granted full recognition to the ideals of Jewi sh labor in Pal­

estine. Indeed, its pro-Palestine committee has raised its voice 

in behalf of Jewish l abor colonization during periods ot crisis 

suet ·as that recently paseed through, when England was compe lled 

t o send troops to Palestine t o maintain the peace. The world 

labor movemen t has gi ven Jewish labor in Palestine its heartfelt 

endorsement , and has accepted the worker of Palestine as a com­

r sde in th e merch toward the socialist society of the future. 

The Je'11 i s r l&bor movement in Pales t ine today he s untapped 

resources or inner strength. It has faced both op9c3it1on and 
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crisis , yet has emerged victorious. As its ranks have swelled 

in n~~ber, so have its ach1evement,aultiplied. It baa colored 

t he entire Zionist movement, but more than that, it baa deeply 

affected t he society in the making in Pa lestine . 

A people is being reborn in Palestine. A Jewish proletariat 

t s forging 1ta own destiny. Behind its efforts is the memory 

of suffering and long-nourished hopes for freedom, saa of the 

sacrifice and idealism or its pioneers. To the fortitude of 

these brave spirits, who dare to venture upon new paths and 

create new patterns of lite, world Jewry gives its blessing, 

and civilized humanity its praise. 



NOTES . 
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NOTES TO c-;r~J>Ti<'--R I 

1 . Gottheil, R1chard--Zionism, J . P . S., Ph.1la. 1914. P~. 52 
2 . Hess, Moses--Rome and Jerusalem 

Paul Wentzke. 1n payfu~ tribute to Moses Hess on t he fi.!"­
tieth a.."lDiversary of Ress' dee.th, says of hi.m, "StronJ?er 
t han J,!a.rx e...'!'ld Lassalle, !le remained a Jew, e.."'!d I!IUSt be eOU!l­
ted at one e.."'ld the same time as a pioneer and a champion or 
both socialism and zionism." (in The New Palestine for April 
8 , 1925 , pa~e 488). 

3 . Ben-Gurion, David--Jettsh Labor ( translated from the Hebrew 
by E . Werbner and G. Cashman), Hebhalutz Or~e.nization of Eng ­
land, London, London, 1935. He,brew edit ion, Tel Aviv, 1932, 
Pe.t!e 3 , English edition, contains this quotation. 

4:, Revuskv, Abre..'1.am--Jews 1n Palestine, revised En~lish edition, 
v~guard Press, New York, 1938. Pat?es 4 to 8 . 

5. The Narodniki represented the "Populist" movement 1n Russia . 
The word Na.rodn~1 is taken from t he Russian narodnichestvo, 
from the word narod, meaning "peep l e ". This Populist move­
!'lent was e. democratic movement 1n favor of the down- trodden 
~asses, pe.rtieularly the Russ i an peasantry . (See Dubnow , -
The Jews L~ Russia and Poland , Vol . II, paRe 222) . 

6 . Ta!'takower, A.--To!.dow Temias Fe.poalim Hayenudis . ( Rebrew), 
3 volumes, Warsaw, 1929-31. See pa~es 28 and 44, vol . I . 
(Th is i s not to be found 1n the HUC Library, but may be 
secured from t he New York Public Libra...ry or t h e l ibrary 
of t he Jewish Theolor,ical Seminary 1n New York) . 

7. Dubnow , opus citus (see not e 5) Vol. III , page 56 

a. See arti cle "Bund" 1n t he Encvclopedia Judaica, Berlin, 1929. 
Vol . 4, pap:e 1206, art . by Oskar Wolfeber.fl. 

~. Dubnow, opus citus, Vol . III, pa!!e 57 

10. See a.rt. "Bund 11
, op . cit • , same page . 

The Bund was the fi~st J ewish socialist labor part y . Ori­
F.inal ly non- nat ional, i t l ater assumed national int erests 
to the extent of demand1nt! Jewish autonomy 1n Russia and 
elsewhere. Unlike zionist-socialism, t h e Bund conceived of 
t he Jewish problem not as a social-economic, but as a po­
litico-cultural pr oblem. Therefore it denied t erritorial 
ambi tions . The Bund is still -prominent 1n Poland, Lettland, 
and the Uni ted States. (see Apoendix to the Germ.an trans­
l ation of Bor och ov' s essay.f"nasse und Nation" , Bechalutz 
orgenizati?n of Berlin, 1932), 

11. Fineman, H.--Poa l e Zionism: An Outline of Its Aims and 
Activities, published bv t he jewia.'1-i Socialist Labor Party 
l>oal e Z!on of America, l·iew York, 1918 . See appendix C, pa1te 
48 , t he principles of the International J ewish Socialist 
Labor Confederat ion Poa le Zion . 
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12. opus eitus (note 11) pat?:e 11 

13. You and the Jewish Problem, a pamphlet published by the 
Poale zion-Zeire Zion or America, ( New York) presents 
this line or reasoning . The pamphlet is undated . 

14. See article 11Syrkin" 1n t he Encyclopedia ot Social Studies, 
f or a summary of his life and views. 

15. According to Dubnow, (op . cit.) this meetin~ was held at 
Vilna. In "Essay s on Socialist Zionism", by Nachman Syrk1n , 
published by the Youn~ Poale Zion Alli ance of Amertc•, N. Y., 
1935, Waraaw 1B ,z:iven as the place of meetinR (pa.Jte 6J. It 
is possible that t-wo different meetings are r eferred to, the 
f irst being the secret meetin~ one month after the Zionist 
conRress (6f whieh Dubnow speaks) and the ot her beinP. shor~ly 
thereafter. 

16. See art icle "!yrk.1!111 1n Encyv. or Socia l Studies . (op. cit.) 

17. Essa~ on Socialist Zionism. by Nachman S:vrk1n . Tr anslated 
'from he Hebrew and published by t he Young Poal e Zion Alli e.nee 
of America , N.Y., 1935. Pa~e 15 . 

18 . op . cit. (note 17) pA~P.s 16-21 

19. op . cit . (n ote 17) pages 22- 2? 

20 . op . cit. {note 17) pa~e 28 

21. op . cit. (note 17) essay on "National Independence and Inter­
national Unicy", pa~es 51-64 

22. The New Balest1ne . magazine , issue of September 12, 1924 (Vol . 
7, no. Io). Editorial on the Death of Syrkin . 

23 . art i cle , "Borochov" in the F.ncyclopedio. of t he Social Sciences , 
T0uume II, page 644, by Hayim Fi!!eman . 

24 . Borochov , Ber-- Poale Zi on Shriften (11dd1sh) , 1n 2 volumes. 
First volume published 1920 by Poa l e Zion, Ne,v York . The 
second was published by the Jewish Uational •:Jorkers 1 Alliance , 
N.Y., 1928 , under the title Gekliebene shriften. See essay on 
"Die Klassen Interressen und die lfational e Frage", vol . II , 
p~es 29-83 . 

25. op. cit . (n ote 24) p . 30.t. 

26. op. cit . (note 24) o . 55. 

27. op . cit . (note 24) p . 67 . 

28. op. cit . ( note 24) p. 142 , es say entitled "Unser Progr A!mll". 

29 . op . cit: . {note 24) p . 143 , essay entitled "Unser Progre.mm" . 

30 . op . cit . (note 24) . The characterizat ion by Is~Rc Zar is 
under the t itle "Boroch ov a l s ~eor etiker" . purl p~e 11. 
A bio.c,;raphieal sketbb of Borochov is oontaL~ed 1n the s e.me 
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volume, written by A. Volhiner, pap;es 11-25. A more, complete pre ­
sentation of Borochov( s life and work, particularl 3· of h is place 
1n t he ~eneral Jewish labor movement , is to be f oun1d 1n Tartakow­
er , Ary-eh, Toldos Tenuaa Hapoalim Ra :vehudis ( Hebre~,, cited above} , 
on pa~e s 74-92. Borochov became the spiritual leade,r ot the lef't­
wing socialis tezionists, the so-call ed "Linke Poale: Zion" , while 
Spkin became the leader of the less radica l elementt. And as Syr­
l(in became the leader of the Poe.le Zion movement 1.t11 the West, Bor­
oc:1ov became its recoroiized head 1n Russia. . 

30a . An appreciative biograph1ca1 sketch of Gordon is to be found 
1n "De..c:e.niah•, ( tre..'lslated from the Hebrew) by Joseph Be.re.tz , 
vol. 1 of the Jewish National Fund l ibrary, TeJ. Aviv, 1931. 
See also the article on "Gordon'' in the Encyclc,pedia of t he 
Soci al Sciences , Vol. VI, pe.ge '702, by Hans Kohn. 

::n. Transle.ted in the collection, "Rebirth". b y Lucil't'.! i R Lewisohn , 
H. Y., 1935. The citations are from pages 73-7~'. 

32 . Translated in the collection, "Rebirth" , by Ludw1~ Lew1sohn 7 

N . Y., 1935 . The ciate.1ons are frOT11 pa~es 77-SE,. 

33 . This letter is published 1n "Die Pioneer Fro7" (Yiddish), 
for February, 1933 , on page 7 . 

34, lle.rgolin Ranhael,--article on "Gordon's Pl ace in the Zionist 
l~ove:r:1entA. Contained 1n "Die Pioneer Froy " (Eng lish section), 
for February, 1933 , on pages 1,end 2. 

35 . op. cit. (not e 34) page 2 . 

3 6. Katzenelson- Rubashow, Rachel- -The Plou.!th-\Voman:: Records of 
Pioneer Women of Palestine , translated from tfo~ Hebrew by 
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NOTES TO CHAPTER VI. 

1. Report or the Palestine Government, quotod 1n The Social­
ist International and Zionism, by M. Yarblum (trans. by 
M. Hurwitz) pub. by Poe.le Zion-Zeire Zion, N. Y., 1933. 
See page 2. 

2 . smae. 
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4. Tempo of Palestine Tod.at, by H. Frumkin, pub. by League for 
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Faces a New Era," pages. 
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12. Bustenai, nol 32, 15th of Kislev, 5692. 

13. Jewish Labour, (op. cit . note 11 ), page s 3~-34. 

14t op. cit. note 12. 

15. Labor Zionist News Letter, pub. by Hechalutz, vol. II, 
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16. same, pa39s s-10. 

1'7. Jewish Labour, (op. cit.}, page 49. 

18. Hechalutz, vol. IV, no. 1, Jan.-Feb . 19136., page 15. 

19. same, page 16. 

20 . same , page 16. 
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21. Hechalutz , vol . IV, no. 2 , page 5 . 
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23 . Revisionists and Misrach1, by H. Greenberg and J. Sprinzak, 
(tr . by Hurwi t z), pub . by Milwaukee br . Poale ~ion, 1934. 
page 2 (Hay1m Gr eenberg) 

24. same , page 4 , by Rayi m Greenberg. 
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2~ . Documents and Essays , etc . , op. cit . , page 43 . 

28. Jews and Arabs in Pa lesti ne , ed . by Ser-eni and Asher. 
Bechalutz of America, l 936, N.Y. Pa~e 172. Articl e , ",rob­
lems of a Jewish- Arab Rapprochement b~r Moses Belinson. 

29. same, pages ll 182- 184. 
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opment, 19 ereni, op . cit . note 8 , page • 

31. op. cit. note 28. Art. b y Ben Gurion , <>n "Planning Zionist 
Policy" , page 152. 

32 . Jewish Labour , op.cit., page 38. 

35 . Hechal utz, vol . IV , no . 2 , April, 1936 ,. Page 12, 13 . 

34. same, page 18. 

35. same, page 19. 

3t5 . same , page 12. 

37 . Documents and Essazs 1 etc., page 114. 

38. Mr. Cohen, for many yea.rs on the advis 10ry commit t ee of the 
International Labor Organization and labor candidate for 
Parliament at one time . Article in ~ry Friday, Cincin­
nati, o., Sept. 2, 1932 . Page 1 . 

39. same. 

40. Palestine Economic Review, June-July, 1936, Tel Aviv. Page 1. 

41 . same. 

42 . Cohen, op, cit . note 381 

43 . P.echalutz, vol. IV, no. 1 1 Jan-Feb . 1936, page 7 , 

4~. same , page 10. 
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45. Hechalutz, Vol. IV, no. 2, April, 1936. page 24. 

46 . same, page 27. 

47. The Rabbis or America to Labor Palestine, pub. by League 
for Labor Palestine, N.Y.t, l935. Page 8. 

48. same, page 13. 

49 . Jews and Arabs in Palestine, op. cit., page 16a. 

' so . L'Armee Bouvelle, quoted by M. Yarblum, in op. cit.(note 
I, chap. VI.), page 7. 

51/ same, page 9. 

52 . same, page 15. 

53 . same, page 14. 

54. same, page 16. 
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In the notes , the books referred to 
were refer r ed to by title , author, pub­
lisher and year. The bibliogr aphy wb~bh 
follows is intended as a more comple te 
guide to the literature on the Jewi: h 
Labor 'ovement in Polestine . The books 
and pamphlets referred to are also lis­
ted in this bibl iography . Of course it 
must be pointed out thot many of the 
pamphlets here named are exceedingly 
dif: icult to obtain. Most of them, how­
;ever, are to be found in the J ewish Di­
vision of the New Yor k Publ ic Libr&ry . 
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