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Im'RODtrCTIOB 

ln giving a presenta tion of the ideas 

conta ined in a book such ns the Sepher Rammebakcsh, the 

grea t ~st difficulty encountered is in the arrangement of the 

materia l, so aa to avoid the da.Dger or too frequent r cvetition. 

Thu• the division or the content or thi• thesis into various 

chapt ers is necessarily somewha t arbitrary, since the second 

chapter which deals with the contents of the book may in 

places anticipate the third, which deal• with the ideas of 

the book. However, rre ahe.11 try as f a r as possible, in the 

second chapter, to be concerned merely with a descr iption 

or the contents of the book , pointing out as we go a long 

the historical .-rri ting s a nd auth ors implic itly or exp lie i tly 

a l l uded t o by Pal guer a , and any other relevant da t a of 

interest and significance. The thir d chapter will be 

devoted to a consideration of the generul thought or the 

period within m1ich Pa lquera l ived, h i s own place within 

the scheme of medieval J'ewish philos ophy, and the n of h i e 

idet s L B expressed in t.he Se phe r Iiammebt'.lceah . 

The Sepher Ho.mmebo.kesh is baaed 

upon an a ttempt t o ha rmonize philoao~hy or reason with 

revea l e d religion. a task to ,v-hich l!aimonidee before 

Palquere. h a d set himself. In tracing the develo:pment 

of thi s basic idea in the Sepher liammebakeeh, we shall 

he.ve to t ake up in de t..:-11, therefore, the ve.ri oue 

subordina te ideas wh ic}. are expressed , such aa the 
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problem of faith c::nd r eason , the interpreta tion or the .Bible, 

ideae about t bc soul, e t hics , the clQ.88ifioa tion of the 

sc iences, the value of tbe sciences, etc . 

It would be interesting, if time permitted , 

to make a comparat.1Te study of the Sepher Jcncebake sh ,1ith 

the tror ks of t hose philo3ophicu~and scientific authors 

f'rom whom Pal quere received hie knonledge end h ie ide"s , 

es? e c i n lly the "!..!oreh l!eb,:chim" of i..n ir10nidc::i . ~••or 

indeed, ?t l (.ucro is profoundly indebted to ~a i monides , ~nd 

to those J.r abio.n :;,hilosophcrs throUGh '"?horn the / r i stote lir;..n 

phi looophy wa s made accea.1.ble to med icvc.1 thinker:;. Eo ·:ever , 

ne ither the limitations of this thes is nor t he scholcetic 

a t te i nmcnto of t he m-iter pcrr.iit of such ~n exhc.ustive 

ev aluation and comparison. 1eTertheless , ~c shell try to 

indicr- te o.e we ao ,•long the source of c.ny pc.rt icult.r idea or 

t heory. In n {;re.:.t r .e.ny p l....ces Pc.lquert.. hit.Be lf refers us 

to some ... uthority for t he subject matter wili ch he presents , 

in additi on to his o.m views . 

The nri tor has found the r,ork of p repi:. ring 

this t he sis enjoyable uid st i mul~tins, if c t times r a ther 

te~ioue because of t he &r c~t .mount of hack-wor~ involved 

in the translt- tion . •h e t a s~ ~ of · nrly::dna the i dcr s of 

the book , t oo , w~s mede soMerhn t difficu lt by the f : ct of 

i te .::.r r .:- ngeneut in to e. series o:!' involved , nd in trier te 

d icloguee, s o th: t r t times it -r:a o h -..rd to d i e ting uish 

~he t he r Pol querr wu.a Givine expr ession to h is own i dc. s 

or to t he idea s and belief s of his opponents . 1;everthe less , the 
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writer feels t hat he has gained some knowledge of the a ima 

and methodology of medieTe.l jewish philosophere , o.s well as 

t he stimulus f'or further_ study in t his field. 
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I 

'nle thirteenth century, the century 

into which Pe l quer a w~s ~orn, i s generally considered to 

heTe been the most critic~l o.nd the most unenlightened 

1n the whole ot European hi s tory. It was ch~r act erized by 

a coneta.nt anteeonism c.mong the various n~tions in r ee-rd 

to foreign policies, and by t he preva lence ~f clmos t 

oa.rb@ric standards in polit ical and domestic institutions. 

Thie wr s due in the main to the supremacy of the Papacy 

(ainoe c.1200} under the guiding rule of Pope InnocentlII. 

The Roca.n Church held the me.see s under 1t6 tyrannous sway, 

stifled f ree thought Q.Dd research, and through t he method 

of the Inquisition hunted down and persecuted the devotees 

of re~son-_2.11d inquiry. Those who dar ed t o ~uestion the 

infallibility of the Roml!n Church ~ere br anded and punished 

t..a here tics. 

The Jc -:: C:Jpe ~i . lly, s inc e he r epr e s en­

ted c mi no:·i ty group , '\':a t. made t he parti cul ~r obj c -. t of t ~.c 

hc.tre4 of t he Churi h . Innocent 111 wc.s ·· b i t t er enemy of 

the Je \-;:; , and di.A eve r :·t hine ,; ithin . h i e powe r t o br oaden the 

socia l cleavage be t ween J ews and Gentiles . 1.t the be6 innins 

of the thirteenth century we hea r of frequent tx·i a ls of the 

.1e \tB of the Provence during the cruse.des s.gainst the J>lbig en­

seG . (1209- 1223 ) The :,ellor, badge wr :l made cor-pulsory iJy t he 

fourth Later an council (1215 ) and t he Inquis it ion ~as int ro­

duced i £r inst heresy. 



In spite of this persecution. however, 

there wa o oonsider ablc literary &.nd intellectu l . 6ctivity 

among the J cws,.particul arly in Sp~in. Here the tradition 

of learning in literature c.nd in the s ciences continued. 

:. general re .... ction began to manifest iteelf towards the 

middle or the thirteenth century among the Talmudists 

to the study of philosophy and the theories of :!e. imonides 

in IJarticular. The study of philosophy o.nd the promul ca­

tion ot 11aimon 1dea• views was feared by the 2nti- lieimoniste 

to heve Nl unfortuna te effect upon Jud&iaa end its ~dher ente . 

'l'he struggle was br ought to an i ssue , unf3vorable to 

philosophy, by Solomon ben breham of Uontpelier, who 

informed the Inquiai tion :..bout the phi los ophica l r,ri tings 

of l:&.i1,1onides a s heretica l, which in turn ca used :.:aimonides ' 

works to be burned publicly in Provence.(12~3) 

This strugg le bet·ween the T~lmudiote and 

the philosophe r e chor Lcterized the in tellectuc l st~te of 

the :Je-;;:ry into which Shem Tob ben :Joseph Pc l quera was born, 

o.nd in whi ch be was destined t o play so prominent a p::.rt. 

t:alter s aya of h i m, "Shera Tob ben Joseph ?al ~uere wa s not 

a creator. But he r e flec ts better t han h i s contcrnnori ries 
1 

~ 1e scientific ospir at ions of the J ews of hi s time . 

Little ie rci lly knor.n of Pa l <.uer: ' : priv: te lif e • .. is 

b i r t hp l t ce m a r,robnbly one of the provi nces on t he .:'r l\nco­

Iberie_n borde r. Gtill lees is kno\111 of h i e e ~rly chi:d­

hood, h i o family life, and hie e a rly educu tion. Kor have 

·,·.-e ;;.ny s pecific r ecor d of h is birth, a l t hough he i s 
2 

GCncr~lly asswr~d to have been born in 1225. He eeemo to 



h eve r emained unmarried throughout h ie whole life . The 

exact dcte ot hie deat h is unknOffll. We last hear of him 
a 

in a debate between the ~ imonis te and the enti-l:e.1mon1ete. 

By ne.ture Pa lquere. was ot e modest 

d isposition, r e tiring, contempla tive, and somewhat of a 

dreamer. He was both poetic end philosoph ica l in h ie 

i nclinatione , eeekin ool~ce in Eiblicol and Tal mudi c s tudy, 

snd i r. li-reek and ! rab ic s peculation. Ile had no desire t o 
C 

become famous . He w~e apperently of & vega bond dis~os i tion, 

h aving no fixed s bode but ~andering a bout from pi ace to 

pl ace, c.nd we do not know thnt he ever he ld o puolic pos ition • 

.!-'rom h i s poetry ,·.-e gu t her t h .,..t he w e •.; c ll-ac qu inted ,~i th 
I 

poverty, ye t be f •elt t ht.t ri~he s uid devotion t o l e l. r n ing 

g o toget her. ~! is s canty needs he e ... tisfied in va rious -;;aye; 

he derived a 11 ttle income from hie p a tri::,ony . He may hav e 

pr acticed oed ic i ne, (cs ~e can i nfer from h i o treoendous 

lrnowlccigc of medici ne ) but had very little regar d for t he 
6 

phyoiciUls of h is time . .?rom 6.11 the :pr eceding , hoTTever. 

1 t ia no t t o be intorreo t hat ?al quer r,a s .:: drec.ry ascetic. 

P.e m.s s aved from t h is ext r e me by his d cvot ion t o the 

t c&chi ngs of Judaism, as -;-,ell as the J.r istotelif n t heo,r y 

of the golden rnenn in conduct . He rec orde eorth ly happ iness 

::.e lTor t hr,Lilc , yet only s r. mc, ns to upl i ft the soul . 

In h i s pl:ilosorhict' l thi nk i ng :F .::i.l quer .. 

rr~- " no e!'fo:-t to be ::.n ir.nov:; tor , nor \":i s the tendcn.:y of 

the J ewi sh 11 t cr~nr e.c tivity of :hi s tu:1e e c rec.tive ot1c . 

?or t he r:,ost pa.r t he fo l lows t.:e i !!lon i des an d t he 1.rc..b itlll 

;>h i losophers . I n l, iu "Reshi t Rokr.'lah " r..nd Tsorai Hi ggayon• -; .. e tells us tha t he is no t ae t1.ing fo r t h o.ny or i g ina.l / iA••;, '"~ 
.,- - • j 
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doctrines of hie own, "but mere l y bring i ng toge ther the 

t eachings of the g rea tes t philos ophers an& scholars, to atir 

up the l eagz.rd and ind ifferont, and guiding aright the indus­

triou s and the zea lous." In ~11 of h is books he constantly 

exho:.:· te msn to seriouo study end specula tion. Thi a is 

e speci&lly his odvice 1n t h e Sepher Hammebnkesh . In one 

puce~ ~ells uss . ;,so forth, accord ing to tho doy and the 
~ '1 • \ '""' ~ 

imel ~ '1>e quiet, and do not live in tribulation • • :.nd 
1 I ? 

grow wiser __dluing thy life among the a ... ges. • J.nd a.gain t MNt-J./,tr_• ~ - - ~~ ---•tn""quire into wisdom and kn-ow- Justice e.nd times a a lthough { , I 
2 

you cay be at the end of days a.nd time. .'nd let thy heart 

inquire into underst,~~ilif', though h os ts of per-plexities 

m~y be rooted there." 

"e mey e pitomize a ll of Psl c;ue r n 'e 

-.-orldly cmbitions i nto a s ingle idea: " to live a holy life, 

to purify the will and to pe rfec t char acter , t o surre1.der 

onese lf to study r.nd contempl a t ion in orde r t o ~rrive th::ou.;:1 

th is di cci pli~e t o the ultirnz.. te truths of met aphys ics, and 

t o c ttt i n t o t hLt stege of hum~n perfect ion i n whi ch , &ceord-

1nG to ~~die7c l belief, the human ap i r i t bec omes p~rt of the 
8 

divine spi r it, .:-nd the finite is merged into the infinite ." 

Thus in Pel ~ue r ~ •s O\"m ·-ords; •to search ou t cyerythinG that 

is t rue, desircble , cs t o.blishe d , ~d p l ecsc.n t , c.nd to weaken __, 
the erdo:- of :: outh.ful :paosion \7hich is l i ke ;.: fl:::I?:ing fire; 

nd to drive bock the str~ngc r oul f r om the idol, s o th~t -...___ 
the r c tio!•~l f Pc tor o i ~ht be e nn~bled t o et~nd on guard - -

to k eep wl! t uh u i the e Pt eso:!" , isdom, and t o serTe the 

r-ort who crc~t cd i t; c.nd to octrch out peace for my heart 



, 
r, 

. . 

r ..,. t her 1.h~n much s peech. r:h ich i o c rrecrincss t o the fle eh 

and c tribul a tion t1n d a sigh t o · .. he soul ; e nd to serve t he 

Lord wi th g l :: dn css ; .nd to c l ose t he eye s f r om eee i ng evil ; 

:;.nd t o shut t:ie e a r s frot.1 e ~ring ~ ,·:ord w:ti ch is v ir1 ; Uld 

to r ent the heart f rom g rie vou o thout;h ta u.nd disquict int; 
9 

medi t ~t ions . " 

We corr.e n o\? to a consider ... t ion of 

Pclquera ~s litera r-~ aotivi~i e s . ::al te r ~a l l h i m t he n ost 

l e a rned J'e-;1 ish author of h ie t i me because of h i s c o!!ll'!l.8Jld of 

t !le 10rks of t he l r ab i c r-.u t h ors , e n d h i a kno•, ledf;C o:f e ve ry 
10 

oranch of J er.ish l e a ·ning. Eiis •-n- itinu!: ~·oound in quot ~t 4ons 

f rom t he .3ible , t he Tal nud , :.ris t o t l e , !°..:l i :,onides , .ind the 

kr b ic :;>h ilo3o~hers . Accor d i ng to ..J ltc r . Grr et z , ·:ho other­

wise :-.u~ke s sh ort shrift of 111m, de s orioe s h i n 1 a u "living 

encyclopcdis of the soien ce o of hi s d · y , t r ust worthy on ~n y 
11 

to!, i c on ·,,hicil i nforma t i on m ? be rec.u i red ." 

he r.ch i c ve s thi s t hrou.:;h t he mediu::i of ,... clcer 2tyl e · n ti -: 

f orceful e.:-:r-re s s ion. In or de r that h is oool:s :'!'li {;ht be ,uorc 

,,idely re.:.d ... nd unde r ~ : ood by tho r.u:.ss c s , he ,rote 

{t,J,'i-c, i nst c d of in ; .r<,b_ic , "'"__!! t crc r:, l",llau:...;c of ,ne 
' Pc l ~uera ,·,To t c sixt een ::>ooks in , 11, f our of •,;ni c il 

in Hebre·., 

d ... y . 

hLve b een 
I.J... 

1.. l{;,.. l o.; t , ::..n•j three of ~.h i ,.;h ~c a cce s z i ble 

j l l ~ 

on l y in n~uscript : 

( 1 ) "!J .J i1 J\,lilJiH 

tre~tisw i n verse on t he co~trol 

Jl.lilJ'i\\ J" ~" JI 1 ;:,li1, e 
u 

of t he body : n c.. s oul ; 

.11,.4,- , - c on,ilr tion of e t:C1icr1 l s e n tenc e s; 

, -,~ , ,;,.., line , i ti1 r e sicn ;..• tion · nd f orti­

tude und er r..i u:'ortune; (lost ) 

I .-, • ~ ' 
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l ' l~ "(i,, ( 4 ) \'°':>';\ Jl1>.r,, The Scroll Of Remembrance ; (l ost) 

(: fl .;} {5) n1:,•1il .n-,lN, .3ook Of Dispute , a d i e.logue bet\'teen 
-...t· A.. v~ .._, ._ -

l an orthodox J ew ::...nd a philosopher on the harmony between 
~ , l., 

philos ophy Gnd r eligion , be i ng en a ttempt t o p rove tha t 

not onl y t e Bi ble but t he Talmud a s ,-:ell is i n perfect 

- coord wi t h pb ilosophyJ 

{6) ;,i,~n .n~ 41>1'~, The Bce i nning ot '.7isdom. Trea ts 

of the mor 1 dut ies , (giw1ng t he e o-cEl l ed ethical 

epistl e s of i,t-i e tot l e ) of the ec ienceu , and of the 

necessi ty of s t udy i ng philos ophy. Pe.l ~u e r a t.rcc i c her e 

of the phi l o s opr.y ot Plato and lu'istotle J 

( 7) Jll ~)'Di1 190, Book Of Dec r e e s , e sya t ... matic 

presen tation of e t hics , t rea ting of t he v ar i ous degrees 

of human perfe cti onJ 

( 8 ) uJ f .:J b il 1.!I O , Book Of The Seeker , a s u rvey of hut'lc.n 

k.nolol edge in the forr1 of r hymed prose in t ereper sed ,..-1t h 

verse . Thi s '(10rk is a r coodelling of h i s "Reehit liokr.1£.h . '' 

(9 ) 0>9llb1~•9il .nt,"'\, The Knowledge Of The Ph ilos oph e rs , 

_ontaining Ar istot le's "Pily~tcs" e.nd "J.tetaphysics" 

acc ording t o the interpretL tion of .verr oes ; 

(1 0) UJ9Jil ,96, 3 oo~ Of The s ou l , r p syt:h o log i ccl 

tren ti e c.ccordifl6 to the 1~r :.:bic11 pc r i ·•1.c ti cs , especic: l l y 

Avicenna ; 

(11 ) ;n1l>i1 ;1,1'1:>, Gui de To The Guide , B cot il'llcn t flry t o 

t he ~hi l os ophi c~ l pert of ~a i moni dee ' "~or ch Ncbu~himJ a 

(12 ) oHn ,qro 19017 a~(')lj'°b, :?r agments I ron: The 

Book Of"The Founta in Cf Life ," a tr&no t ion of ~ab iro l'a ---
p~ ilo "'o-phy from . r abic into Heb:re,,·, thus s evine f or 

13 
Ju d&iec the credit for Gabirol' s philo~ophy; 
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{ 13 ) II I ,., , I. Cornmentu-y on the Torah and other 

3 iblic a l books , e spe cia lly Proverbs. In this conanentery 

Pa.l querc-. mo.ke a u s e of J.ri s toteli~n thought in interpreting 

the Bi•leJ {lost) 

{ 14) trrtn -,g 6, an interprete.tion of Ho.gga dic passages 
14 

in the Bible; ( lost ) 

{15}D1~n;, 1'1,Ut, Lc~ er Of The Dream, mentioned in 

Pa l ~uor a ' e • ·oreh l:e.- roreh.• The nanc is mi s l n ar" ing . 

Th i e i s not rea l ly s t re a t i se on t he dree.m, but r r- ther 
15 

on ethica l conduct, which ,,as i ns p ired by r d r emn; 

(16) J.J\:>l>, &. letter in de!'ense of the 11..:orch 

r ebuoh1m", which lu .. d bee n uttackcd by sevcr cl ~~r e-n~h. 

?'.:. bbi e in t he ye .. r 1290. ':'he h .. e t kno,·m work of 
16 

F l ~uere. . 

?al que r a tells us in h is " l cge ret 

rra -Vilruach " (p . 18 1 of eevert:.l books h e contempl a t e s ,,ri t i 11t.; , 

.~d g ives ue i n outli ne of their propose d purpose ond ~onten ts . 

I n t he Sepher m..mmobakesh he onumt: r t tee severi of these work sa 

":Vi e t ei i c s On .Boey • n d Sou l, '1 "The Letter Cf Reproof , " 

11 The i~lt.1 of . ffliction , " 11 The Scroll Cf ••emcmi..>r1 nee , :, 

117h c i3o o;: Of Dist'ute , " ":'he 3ec inn inc C' f Wiedora," end the 
17 

In ~ i s youtb f r l ~uor i ~,a E p r olific 

,,ri t er of poeti·y , c onfes~ i nc i1itr.eelf t o re ve ,;l' itten over 

t \-:enty- thous~nd : ines of ve r se , onl · h lf of r.·hich he- rote 

do • 7~ i a predilection for poe try he nevt:'r seernf: to h l:J.Ve 

entirely g otten rid of , ~s ~11 of h i s ~or ks conta i n p oems , 

r hymed pr os e end epic r r l!I.S . • e he grer, older he ca me t o r e gard 



preoccupat i on with p oetry a s inful wa s te of time, a s he telle 
18 

us 1n the Sepher Rnl!l'llcbalceah. He introd~ce s h is l ast p oem 

in t h is book •,71th the words , • :rrorn tod :.ly "nd onmard I shall 

have no Jr.ore busine s s with songs and no portion in poetry. 

It is t.bout t.ime to seok Cod thc.t He may by Hie mercy t each 
19 

me t he proper way r.nd keep my to?1£ue f r om evil: He ~l s o 

h..d a f ecili ty !01· rhymed prose, a 11 t c r a r y chr r actcris tic 

which \Te.s ueed by the Lraba, s:nd which influenced the s tyle 
,,,,...-

of many Jewish writers of the thir t eenth d fourte en t h - --------
centuries. His books are full al so of witty puns und clever ,, -~ 

' .- (L r epigroms. : a a fina l ou tet£.Dding char:::.ctc ristic of l-a lque r a ' s 

~'\ ~/'d a t yle r.-e c : y mention the aince :::- i t y and enthus i aem ,1hich is 
I ~.~./...(_ 7t r..ani!eot in nll of his writings. 

~ 

, 

l!alter points out t hr-.t it i s difficult i 
tt , to g ive a f n ir estimate of Fal quc r a ' s influence upon his 

contet~or~r ieo an d upon l ~t e r gene r a tions . HoTTever, the f e et 

ths t so rn ny of h i e \"1o i:·ka r,ere pre3e rved ":hile r. g ret t mi,n y 

ot h e r ·-r it ings of the thirteenth century were lost is ~ 

significant indication . ...,urtherrorc, , there ~ r e ~ ny c i tations 

from . nd i llus i ons t o h is works in other uri t c rs , &n d the 

mcdiev·•l sch ohsti c o t.runol a ted . . ~ch of h i s :,hi l oeoph·• into 
20 

La tin. 
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Q @ALYSIS Qt !!!!. corms Q! ~ SEPHER H.Al!llEB/.USH 

The ntnicture of the book i s eome~ha ~ 

unusue l, being onst into only 1.r-10 distin~t div is ions . 

instead of t he convention ol ch ap t ers . \7hich one shoul d e xpe c t 

to f ind in£ book of s uch g reGt length . The first par t i s 

called the O~J1fO"")il .n,.u,i\ •~:i.,., ( the se wol'ds a r e not 

used but we infer them from t he hcad ina to the second pat, 

The second pa rt i s called O'Jnn,ti\ 4'l1A1'il ~"'\.:>,. (p . 90) 

In the second p~rt , Pa l qu e r a tells ue , he r.ill h~ve no more 

to do wi t h p oe try :.nd s ones , but will devote h i ms e lf seriously 

to t he sec~~r. f or God.{p . 87 ) Thus the style of t he s e c ond 

par t is not based upon p oetry , rhymed prose s.nd ep i c r LPB t o 

the extent wh i ch cb:.. r r cteri ze s the firs t par t. ':'he bookie 

c:us t i nto the for~ of t:. di:.. l oi;ue be .,-;.-ecn r :rounc se eker 

, nd V t ri oufl c l ~eee s of i nd iv i t1ut ls fro1:1 Ll l of t he naj or 

occupctione c.nd intc l lectu~l pur sui ts of l i fe . ~e ee cks to 

d i s c over from t hem r;hr.t. con e1.i tutes n. n' 8 h 16he ::- t c i m in life , 

and in what !"lr-nncr t.hie c r n b e t.chievcc! . ..e h old~ .· onv•. rse 

J i n t urn ,;, i t h E. ri ch m:..n , an .:: t i1cle te , ui ~r t i can , s v:-::r~h i n, 

"ll• ' ~-;t Rass id, ~ cr::_r.imc.ric.n, .:. 9oct , an o;·thodo;: n:u1 , \ be li t \~er J .,,,... 
i.nd .. p:tilos ophcr • . . t the ._d•.i ice of the ph ilos or,her , e 

stuJ ies ~- 1 of the orcp~r a t ory ocienoes , n~ e ll A~itm~utic , 

Oeoaetr y , Optics , Aetronocy, L'usic, Log i c , ?hyn i ~s , (Natur~l 

Sc ience) £.nd none of these furnish ui answer t o h i s queetion . 

'They were a l l necessary, he dis c ove r s , a s steps or d i s c i p lines 

in t he ques t . ...f t o r ul tima t e truth; t hey pointed out t he wv.y 

but the;, r· i L t of th msclvcs t o b r ine true .knowlede e t o nu:n . 
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Then he aooke out & met~peysic i a n ( theolog ian ) e.nd inveet1-

ga tee with b im t h e found a tion of a ll t h ings. lifter study ing 

1th the metaphys icien for th~e years, the l a tter c ounse ls 

him c t his departure to avoid c~rthly thinbe and to echieve 

union wit h God t hrough the exer c ise of int e llec t or r e~son. 

It may be noted hero thnt the subject matter of the Sepher 

Hamrr.ebokesh ie pr esented in & more c oncis e f orm in Pa l quer~ 'e 

•: eshi t Rokmah,• and is here only rec~ot i nto G more elrbor· t e 

for~. 

The book open s ·-1th "' st~ment 4-s to the 

t i r.i.e 1 t \mo wr1 tten and the ot3t e of mind which p r oopteci the 

e.uthor to c ompose it. te s ays h e conce i ved t he 1cie~ of ··, riting 

it in the year 1263 in t h e c on th of Cheshwa n . ::e b oe on t o 

tell u o t ha t up until nov, he h *d wo.ated h is time i n t he 

writing of c illy and fruitless p oetry, but fror.: now on h e -:, ill 
21 

devote hi s energ ie s to the earnest pursuit of kno·.1ea1.,e . 

~ori tz :lavid point o out t h :. t in r er 11 ty I a 1c,,.1c r ::. h£d begun 

th1e c t udy of the nc iencea r:uch e c rl i e r t h n he •·:ou l d h v e ue 

believe , sir:ce he h, d b y t h is time £- lrevd:,· -:.rit tcn h i s 

?.csh i t :-toki:u h E;.nd h i s ~ephcr Ei:- Mr a lot dei l i r.c ..-1th t t.e 
22 

vurious s c i ences . 

Pa l qucr e t h e n LOCs on ~o de gcribe t·c 

r1~t ure of the 'oook ;: nd upon v.ht.t pr inc i p les he pr opo::;l., ., t.o 

con : t ru,., t it. . It. ·,.- i ll be b .... sed upon the pt"in.:. i p l es of the 

l'orL.h , upon p oe t r y , ( • in 0 1de1· t h.c. t t hey r.:L j' r t..1:. . .:.. in i r: t he 

r.es.r t r.i n .. c;~ys t.nd ue r crnembe r ed" p . 8 upon the i'.o"Or~s 

r of thcr ln~, ,--
nd "the proverbs of the wiee u:id their 

' " 
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◄~a aayingn." lie o.130 t ol ls us t h L- t fie will inte rspe rse 

throu~hou t the book 1!12.ny of the s i nful poems wh ich he had 

.,ri tten during h i s youth, "to eerve e.s a confession .to r w 

h~o . l ~ady transpired in s inful song s of 7outh, and us a 

repentance fo r wha t ha s t ck en p l ace in sinful p leasures or 
y outh." .'.nd it ·:,ill include controvers i al matters "to seek 

out the truth and things that are upright," end "to make 

stl'R. i ght the wo.y of man and hi s _pn th, a nd to open the eyes of 

the blind thc t they may behold the p lensr ntness of ~od und 

pe rce ive his s~ctuary." (p. 9) 
~ 

Then follo~o ~ series of ethical observa t ions 

i n gener,. l, uceor i oing the ch- r ~c t er of t he wi se t.nd perfe _ t 

m~n. In e l l of t he ~c rc~lections one Jr.n t r · ~c t h e influence 

upon Pa l quero'e t h i nkine oft~~ AristoteliP-n theory o~ t he 

r1i dd l e put h or "golden r.een" in e t h i c 1 .-:ondn~t. Tous he 

s t.y o ·onc or n i n& the s ee ker: "and he f l c~s from ext:·emea and 

I 

Ft ands in the middle pat h . • _(p . 10.)_ This is follou ed by a 

des crip tion of h i ..: om1 prcoc cu::Hition ,·1 t h poe try durin6 h i .a ---

youth. Half of the lines ha h.:...d wr it ten he t h r ew a,1ay, 

and half of them he wr ote out, "in order tha t they ri:J.y ~ 

1' de ligh tj'ul ,,hen the hea r t bus ies itaelt in matte rs of ·,,isdom." '• ,----~ 

J.tf ~ I l 1·.~ have a lready lr d ocot.sion to obse rve tha t the oook c on t a ins 
§. I. I~ \l 

-,.... )on c. lmost cv ; ry p ~ge of the first -;wrt poems from Palquera' a 

o-.r.~ collection. Here he g ive s us a lso a list of the ooo~e ae ,, 
h .. d composed prior to t he :!.:e bakesh , s even in i.11. 

I n t his s nne :r>a r ag r aph •, e r r e g iven .. n i ns i ::;ht 

• 
""':1c h our io crowded l nd SLiuee zed , · nd t he h::- nd of t he n:: ti on"'O 

....... 
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~ 
ar the ne'bHn ove r- ,helme us . \/!to". m.::ny cHsE.stere t stify 

n_ 
. . 

........ .. 
-::.ve ry ?l....11 beholds poverty .... s time passes and 

~ -
~ecomee a wande r e r in th e ~'4ittd s-eo~ing h i e food, e nd h~rdship 

l ur·,a oo f!'V t ry a i de , ... nc'i f rom e'Yery direct ion cometj violence 

__. pd a.!'fliction." The f ollo~ins paragraph g i ves us an intercst­
r. ,: f ( 
• in.:: c lue into tho cha r acte r of ?alq_uera , his e arneGtness , h ia 

' t; profound p iety, (de ap i te h is r a tiona listic t endency) and his 

, 7, mode s t y . lie prays to God to susta in h im in t h is work, and he 

c{' be gs the reader to be indul g ent with c ny 3llortoomings. " . .nd I 
I a s k of h i m ~ho s tud ies this booklet t hut i f he f i nd i n it· ~ 

"" l' 
miatt:.:co \Thich mo.y ·oc h idde n f r or.1 rne , h e sh ..... 11 not r egard i t -..( 

wi th r.i.s.l ice but :,1th eyupa thy, ~nd t h :.: t he g ive me t he benef i~ 

or t he rl oubt. • ,._,~ l, ( ·, 
1
-

V ./, 
.,}j J A . ~ I 

" · .e-, r ~ 
!.11 t h i s h f. s be en by \·;..,.y of i n t r oductory . 

7 
/ 

V\A'. t f 
obs erv~tione. Po l quera ~oea on t o te l l us t ~a t the work ~ill Q' 
be c ast into t he fort:1 of :... p, r .:b l e whic:1 s h - l l rxve & pr ofound 

mcss::. ::e fo!' t h ose , .. o , r ,_ · o l e to i n t e r :;n1rn t S.t t n d c r "3p i ts 

s i .-;ni:'i ccnce . \!-' . 13) he :ru:. i n ch. r dc t ur in t:1 i s p r ... bl c · ; i 11 

:::no ·lcd._;e : nd ,·, iodou, l m ... :,2 f l e eing f rom cxtt·cme e o.nd 

!'ollO\;ing t he mi dd_e p::. t i, . ...:speci a l ly s i __;ni:i.;_nt is t.hc 

e t ~ t c11cnt ... h :c. t he accepts no t h in.:; 01 f &i t h , 11w1less his 

i ntc lli}f3e nce r a tifies it." TI1e seeke r be t s out to invcsti­

..;r .. l.e the tr.:~ of r.i.en, to f ind t :1e m ... y to ult i1:ir. Le pel"f ec tion , 

" t hE. t he ;,.e y mer it approcch to h i s :;rea tor , a nd s e c t1hcrein 

:,c h s c::.ny v~l ue , and h o : mc.n and his f ore were c re11 ted . " 

Hi s f irst in t cr~ie~ is , ith ~ ~ n of wea l t h . 

, t r ~ s o,iewh ~t l cn5 t:1~, desc.:-i j)tion of t he se lf- indulc;ence , 



-16-
( 

t he want on pursuit of p leasure which oharaoterizee t he rich in 

~i s dny , ( c l quera a lludee t o them by numerous qaota tiono from 

1 Proverbs, :ament1-1 t i onc , Lev i t i c us) the seeker ... aka t he rich 
. '"\ 

man : •Why is &ll your effort devoted to accumul a te we a lth, 

and 0.:1 your t hougi:1. ts t a a cqui re powe r? I.rad rrhy d o you · •e n r y tb 

t he pure and upr ight s oul? {p .15) He advisee him to ~ive up 

h is ::nat e r if.l pur auits and to devote h i mself t o int e l l ect ;.l 

ef fort. •J,.nd you shal l u:ed i t :ite d c.y .:.nd n ight in God' r:- 1'orc.h. 

J. or t he n you will :,r ospcr in :;our .. ~ s, t..nd :,ou r g oini;s \li l l 

be rnado ~ ise • . .!'t e r y ou have acqu ired phye i ci l t hings , seek 

o.nd t ry t o a chi eve t he pe r fection of the intellectuw soul.• 

This provokes t he r i ch man, ·tho ber a t e s the 

seeke r for h i a fool i shness , and p rea ches to h i m on the va l ue 

of mo teri •. l p os s e ss ions ~nd the rni s f or t une of ? Overt y . 

?el ~ue r ~ oakcs use her e of i m&{;ery from t he 5onb 6f Songs ; 

thu a he speaks of t hell"''°' f JJU D'Jt,.1"1\ " the l ove- c.ppl es e i •1e 
24 

f or t h ~ragr ~nce . " He a l s o put :! i nt.o tile ~.outh of the rich 

m:...n ? Oems TTTit t cn 'Jy h i n r oc :-rding the miseries 1_ttendc.:1t upon 
25 

Tr.rou~hou t t"rte lon::; sp och of t he r ich n. n "7C 

t;et g limpses into the t err i b l e 1ntellec t u;.l ~c ap i r itur 1 

..: ond 1 t ions ,h foh prcvt.. 11. The oeci.~er then :.-c bul:cs t he l'i l.!h CULn 

for h is r:::: t c r i ·_l i a tic ll ttitude . "J.nd ,;,·h;;..t mor e , .. fter .. 11, 

doe s a :ir n need in o_·de r t o be :ia ppy . .,ut to c ;.t t o h i s s .. tis­

fact i on , to drink withou t getting into:~i cated . und t o d ress 

e l l in ..: o l d ;7e~thc r ." ( :- .20 ) Here ·;,c get another deecr i !>t i on 

of the .,; on<i it i ons of the J'ews . "Shoul o t he !.li scr"' blc J ew be 

: .· ?P:t •:i~1osc p ort ion is~ curse riJJ)c o:ple ? . .nd should h is 

we .. 1th todoy be litre the om1ds of t he sea , tomorrow he will 

•:, l t: n.- red end despoiled . ~:ow can one oorn of ~acob obtc. i n 
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juut i cc a nd ~ aqunr o de, l, r.hen h i s enc 1i ea a re ili a j udge 

t,nd h i s l awyer~ " 

The scc~er r cla t c o o. dret..m t o t :~e r i c h mBn 

which dea ls with t he miser i es which rnr.y r ~sult f r om t he p osce­

a ion of too 1:iu ch wea lth. The o.na l yais of t h e dream he !'c i n 

r e l e.ted by its i nte rpr etor i s in li~ '7itil the i:os t 1.1odern 

t heo r ies of t he s u ocon s cious f i nding expression i n d reb.tas . 

Dre aming of a lking b...rof oot i a the r e sult of -;1icked deeds; 

to drea::: t h ~t one i s hunbry and th i r sty is tde result of 
I 

.vorr:,ing a b ou t one s money a nd -pr onerty, e to . / ,a n reoJl t of 

t he see!rnr!o int er-; i c-;-, ,11t h the rich nan, he concludes t h a t 

n o t h i~g cc.n be le~rncd from t he l Lttc ~ rc~~rding ~~s :li ghest 

a im in life . • tt is i a nossio le th~t t her e should be found 

rnong the quc.lit i es, of t he rich the qu, l i t ics of richteou~mcao 

and intecrity . for t h e desire of the ri~h :? lind~• t}1eir eyes 

to t he t ?'U i h , end t heir e ur3 ·oe..:o:nc c llo•.1s to i:i:.; t_uction." 

(p .26 ) 

The nest convers.:. t i on o~ t:1c ~ec::cr i s wi th 

an c:. t h l etc , wit 1 no ..,r e , t or 3Uuee ::. ~ t tho ou tco:: e . he athle te 

asse rts t i1c ci1ic f µurpo.Jc of m:..n to oe peyoica l ,ro,,,ec .nc. 
I 

bodily s t.reni;th . .,\11 of tite s~ekc r a ci!'Q.1Ll£nts prove futile , 

11 of h is c xhu rtat ion3 to cul t ivu t c the i ntc llecta~l ano the 

sp i r itm. l f&. 11 on dc ...f 01...r a . 11..illd t o wht.:t .... v ~ i l is the health 

of the ·.Jody w'iH~n th~ .. ou l i s o i~k, ...nd to wht t pur u osc i s t::ie 

s tr:nct.h of ~he )ody .,.,h~n t he :; irit i s 7re: Jc and is on the 

r oud to de t r uction? " (p . 31 ) 
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The see ker t hen turns t o t h e invcs t i e at i on 

of the p r a.ct1ct.l ~ lhrau i t s of ... en , c onvers i ng f i :r :.r t -;;i th .1 

r cnrcscnt n t ivc of t he p r c-.:t i c ·· l z rts , u. ,., ,.,~ "~ ""'. 

He a.dv ise:J h im as f ollows : "Si nce God !-1:1::; ·oestowc d uuon y oH 

\lisu oo r.n<l an und.c r 3t" n ti i t1i; he ... rt , it is not suf f i c i ent t:·u. t 

you !.: 1:-np l y r;o r k und c oneur:1e the r e·7i th ~:1 1 the d • y2 of your 

l i f e . But devot~ s -pc c i a l t i me t o contcr.ml : tc the .. ,or .ks of 

the Jreo.t or e.nd ~ i e c r e a tions , c:.nd uc d ili gent i n tile :; t •ld:,· 

o:~ · ·is l a-;-rs a nd teo.ch i ngo . • (-o . 34 ) The ar t is n rcpli e.., til .. t 

throu:;h pr a oti~ul .:.ct i vi t y l:IWl t.cl i e•,e s h i s hiehes t ... i m L.-nd 

cone s to know Ciod , r elt. ting ~ pc.ro .> l e wh ich bee r s out t h i s 

con t ent i on . ? he sce:{er the n , r o1>ound s t o h i m u s e r ies of' s ix 

qucations r ct..grd i ng t he clilact na t ure of h i s ·.-:ork c nl cu l ~ted 

to und€rraine h ia ee lf- c onf t.. e n ce . {n . 37t'f) I ncidentc.l l y , 

~he Lrtisc'.11 g i ven expr c ss i o-:1 t o the Wi dcsuree:.d be li e f in 

/ strol ogy curre n t i n his d a y , no i nti ?l.b out t :1c i nf l uence of 

' the v riouo 9 t~r s ove r oan s t s.l e nto ~nd ar,t i tudco . 

oe • t c r . This ph:,Jici ::..n t o :1or.1 :1c • ddrcs:.c~: .:i...::;clf is 

f t.c r 

.:-e,;:. rd i ng 1!\ n _ s :t i E?:he s t 1~ i n l i f c . "J..nc t l~e 3eeker s c:. i d to 

him:,sc l : , ' sur e l y he t he p: :,~ici~) i s .;i ftccl · i .. '.. prophcc::, • 

. Jld :.f it L; indeed ·:, it:. :in the p owe r of t h i s uun to l:no·;; , ll 



I ., .,_ 

-19-

science , and I'll ~ppl y oyseir to it as siduous ly.•• (n . 41 ) 

The seeker acoom:o~ies the 'Physic i an on 

seTer i l visits and wa t ches him ne~form a l.most miraculous 

cures . T"ncn he puta to him oe ver ~l very adroi t questions 

regarding the pr c.ctice of medicine for which he receives 

answers which do not s a.t iefy h im. The phys icic.n c,.uoteo c. 

number of authori t ies to subs t ant i ~te h is stote:nent3 , 
26 

/~iatotle, Gnle., al-Ra zi, Hippocra tes , Pyt hr.eorc s . 

The eeeker tells the nhysici un of havint; heard th:...t Ga len i7as 

l ~ck ing i n the true kno~ledge of t he s ecre ts of na ture, and 
27 

t hat in the field of medicine he wa.s no author ity. 

Mter obte. i ning f rom him P lis t of reli able 
28 

~edica l books, the seeker propounds to the ~hysic i t ·;;el ve 

questions perta ining to the medical art , the 8.lls~ers to 

·,1h ich throw an interesting l ight on the med icul knowl edge end 

theories -;,1hich formed the baa is of thi s so ience in Pa l quer:!.' s 

ti:=e . He rc nlso we find ~ number of at:..t e::1ent 3 \°i'h ich r eveal 

Pa l ~ue r o ' o a ttitude t owa rd t he nhynic i · ns of the t i me , t~e ir 

deceitful nr ac t ices , the ir chic~ne rs , e t c . •The bc~ t of 

,ioctors be long t o hell." •?he c i m of this occu-pation i 3 to 

cure dilea.se , but the doct~ra use it , s a ■et ns to Gr eat 

prof it." •Therefore one ys t G.lldor \1ho s _w these tricks of the 

doctor so.i d , ' nothi ng of t he :...r ts of mw;h: wer .! left 1.0 r::ian 

~ut the art of healillt;•'• The _eekc r expr ~~aes h i s di s appoin• 

• 1:ient •.i th t ile phys ic i.:.n by r efl ect ing t h~t just e,s t he 

phys i ci an docs not know the we.y of life i :1 the womb, s o is he 
• un~· ble to .._ompr ehend the wor~< of t he Cr ea tor who ic 0!:1Il iscient. 



ne then ga ins the attention of ~ p ious 

can (Haseid) in order t o underst:md "the more pr ecious Gua l i­

tiee." {n . 53) 1:'e a re g iven a detc.iled deecrintion of the 

fl e•-:- less chr lt::ter of the h n.~eid, 'l"lhose conduct follor;s the 

middle ne.th, fleeing f1•om extremeo, wc.lking in the ,my oi 

the u pright, and le&rning deeds of ~erfection. The ~ce~er 

tells h im t ha t he admires his pie t y and his ass i d uou s d~votim 

t o study, bu t t hat he finds h im la.eking in the &r e a test 

~uality-.. 'l"lhich is the quel i ty of inte l lect n.nd ~isdom. (p .55} 

The hassid ie p rovoked a t thi s , and mainta ins thut perfection 

of ~h~r a cter an• t h e study of the 7ora.h are the onl y r e~ui­

sites. He then goes on t o enume r ~te the various types of 

chc.r cter, l c:.ying emphr;.sis t hrouuhout on t he uece s s ity of 

_ollor, i ng the middle p~th, and e l &bor~t i ng lhc Vc.rious w~ys 

oy which ncrfect ch: r r.cter cc.n be al.!h i eved , such a s mode sty , 

independence , the ove r comin..; of cYil inclinat ions , e t .; . 

The s eeke r s ks h im e i t_;!lt Gues t ions :·cg, r d inc the s oul , t 1.. 

some of ~.: ich the bc:..s sid f :.. i ls to i:; i ve h i t, .:. sc:.t i s !'t:.c t or., 

r e p ly. (p . G2 ) He then r e cotmcnd s to i i ra ::. nuuber of ct: i \.: ... l 

books !'o.r s tudy, t'.:1e Tor.11 , (e specia l l y Prove r bs ) t he 

r t.bbinic li~erl.:i urc , the D,..J•J.9iJ "ln::n,, and t he N1''(i; 
29 

of :.ristotle. I n e.nawe r t o u yueetion put t o him by t he 

Deekcr , :ae em.1.ner ·. tes f our cc.uses whi c 1 c::pli...i =i mun ' s 

bc::avior: (1) orgwtic stru.;ture . (2) env i r oru:tenta l fact.ors , 
30 

(3) educa tion, (4 ) influence of the s t ars . 
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From the practicLl occupations of l!lt:.n 

t he see ker nor; turns his attention to t he v ar ious ment a l occu­

pations and pursuits . •And r.hen the s eeker wa s through wit h 

the dist inguished in arts which a re bound up with bodie s , 

and c onsidered them insufficie nt for the otta inme11t of t he 

true degrees of s~irituc l oomur chension, he turned h i s 

a ttention to the nen ,1ho ar c occup ied ~,1 t h t he i n tc l h ct , 

h oo i ng there t o discover the true succes s of mlln . For ,hh:. t­

ever he investiga te .. in t he ';')r eceding r:..chievements , he found 

th~t it d i s~ppcara with the destruction of t he body , . nd 

th~t the be~st &.nd the c.nim~l ha ve the SI.JOO ~ortion . " (p . 69) 

The ~ork of the er w::mnrian i nte r ests a i m 
31 

f i rs t . He berLt co t ~e br~ ria n f or n is ::iet i ~ulous preoccu-

~at ion uith the det a ils of g r ai.,m~ tic~l construction: •speech 

of li"DS is in itself c. sh or tcoming ; and wha t good is the 

too l if no :;-ork i s done t here,·:ith? (u . 71) He furt11e r advises 

h i n s "Do not ..:hoose bcnutiful c:rnr esc ion ~or their o·.m s _ke. 

~ o,7 the t it io your du t1 , :; incc :;ou ar " ve r sed i:1 t :1e -..rt of 

l :.n~-u:-ge , to cnde.:.vor ~o t:;~ t :: t the J ot ton of thinss . For 

t.hc ton.;u e is t he s ~ e r;.s t~e t oo l of the a r t i s :m, .. nd ·;;it h 

it you cnn r eflect up on t ne ·:;or:r:s of God , w~1i ~h · re of 

marve l loue ·.-; isdo!:~ , if you rn' ►e the r t t c!Tt":)t . " ( -o . 7 1) Re 

t.hen prou ounds to t he t;;r c.mmf~r i : n ~ ix ;uestiona p~r1..- i nin:; to 

g r u .:x:iutic, l rules . ..t h is request t he g r c.1..unc:.r i a n ..;, i t'c. :... h im 
32 

t. li s t of r elic..blc ;;;.u thors from -;-rhom t o s t u dy . ':'he s c inc lude 

.Tonah i on J ~ n:ih , S r d i .:._ , 1.nd Di:vid Ki~h i . 
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The ne:v:t i nte rvic·.7 iB with a poet. 

l s 1■ the c ase -;,ith t he p re-; i ous di: logue c , t he ~eei{e r 

p r a ises the poet for !'lie c.c c ompliehmen t a, :md a dvises him 

to -perfec t h is inte lligence by occupyi ng h i tll .le lf in the •true 

scionce o• end f ors:. k i n,; the Vt.in inoul.:;en ce in love poems . 

The p oet resen ts t h is advice , and uroceed s to expat iate up on 

va lue of poe t r y in h lll!l~n affa irs. • He (the µ oe t ) u r a i ee e 

t he coeds of the nh ilanthrouist ..md d i sna r aees t h ose of t h e 

miaant hronc . ne reuronche~ time beca use it o i etree t e the 

unrigbt of boo.rt , .:.nd nuts mischi e f in h i s ·,1ay . " (u .78 ) 

The noe t r eminds the s eeker t ha t n oetry hes been tac me ans of 

exuress ine t he loft ie :.i t sent ir.1ents i n t r :...dit ion , ano ~lludes 

to the I .J 'l Jl;l J) ,-..,, (Deu t eronoJ11y 32) the b oo1-< of r s e lms , 

t he Son.; Of Sones . Ro then r e l <l t e s a ~a r a ble ··,·h i ch ,;,roves 

the inf l ue nce whi .,;h p oe try and s on.g c an wi e ld n the t r ::.ns­

f or:..ati on of huc:_n cha r a cter.(pp . 79- !!2 ) He ~he n ans wr rs f our 

1.i ue stions o t he seeker in ,1hich he def ines t he a rt of v oe try , 

t; ivcs u s t he na t u r e of its c ons truction, and sho· .. ·. h ow , through 

the use of ii:"~er:,, it i nfl uen~es t he eno t i ons of t1e11 and sets 

oefore t b etj the h i E;he ·t ideD.ls of c onduct . Th rough t h e l a s t 

quest i on particul~rl 7 t he seeker pu t s the uoe t a t a dec ide d 

diao.dva.nt a ge by a sking h i m why poetry is a c id to cre~te p..lu­

sion s in the llli nds of men. 'l'he p oet t hen enumera tes t he 

d i ~f cre n t ty-oes of ~oe try : (1 ) prophetic, in wh ich he includ es 

t.he il \lJ):> i•u,~ "J1' (Ex . lG) a nd the u•111il,{Deut . 12) Th i s 

is t he nighe s t stage; (2) div inely inspirc n n oems , nc ~c ly , 

? s nl ms , P rove rbs . Sons Of Songs . ( 3 ) poems in pr :"dsc of God. 

3c l o'7 these thr~~ t ypes con e the s ones i n 'Qr a ise of men. 
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But . s ays the 1>oct , theee "shoul d not ~ome unon t he tongue of 

a man of reaeon exceu t i n case of emergency. " (n . 84) r..mong 

the p oets of the third ty-pc (noems in nraise of God) he 

tie n t ions Solomon i bn Gab irol, Hudnh ital evi, Uosos Um Ezrc. , 

.. bra.ham 1 bn 

ibn Gayye. t , 

however , is 

:?·:r a , Isaac i b n Gayyat , l!oees 
lr 34,, 

J os eph ibn /.b i tr~ J.:u o!l. of 

not wort h re nd ing . (n. 8~ ) 

bon Ki mhi , .Tudah 

their p ontry, 

Pa l qu er n ~onc l udea the f i rs t j art of the bokk 

~it~ a lon.; discourse on tho va lue of perfect i ng t he inte llect 

and acquiring wisdom: "and by seeking the t ruth :,ou ooy k ill 

the body , but you wi l l thereby s ... ve the s oul." h .e6) It i s 

here tha t he tel l o us he ·.; ill ::U.ve no more to do .. 1t h noe try. 

He t hen 5 ive e voice to u l ong nrayer to God • dcscrib i ne t he 

mi serable cond ition s o! the l.! ountr:; i n TTh i ch he li·:cs and t h e 

persc ~u t ions ·,vh i ~i1 bci'tlll h i l fe llow-Jews, a nd .. s~: i ng God to 

hc:.p h i o s oul to overc oc c the c i s trecsea under ·-.h i .!h 1 t is 

l f' b orinc so th .... t he n i._:h t finish tho ··,ork wh i ch -.,e h ·~a undertu­

kcn . {~ . e?ff ) :'his b r i n.,;o us t o t he sc ~onri ~r rt of t he boo~, 

•m us f ar the sec:ccr n:::.s b een. unnab le t o 

s a tisfy :ti s cur iosity rec::.:.r d i n0 t he !li.::;hcs t LL to ,,h ich nun 

.;a.n de vote h i 1?1self . ", c11d i t c rune to ' l;...ss \7!1cn the se e ker :1c;..d 

,;oncl udcd n i s i nQuiry into the v ·_rious inte rests of m n whose 

i ::.,s he h c.-d inveJ t i g f;. ted , he behe ld th•1 t t he:, d i d not reu.ch the 

deoircd auc~caa, th~t i a . the succe a o of t r uth , for ~e d id not 

:ir r :: t hcl11 to oe of tne hie he s t t yPe . ?.e disce rned t h .t ~11 

u_· .:1~ i r dee d s were on l y nrc ocxat ions and s teps through which 
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to ~aoend t o the true succe ao--which is .knowledge . Then he 

inquire d c.nd sea r ched and 1.sk ed eagerly: • in l7ha t kno•·, ledge 

C:!.ll thio success be found? ilhence does it come ~nd ~here is 

its ~lace? And in tthich s c ience i s ite na ture made clear?• • 

Ria f i rst disnute is ~ith a trad i t ionalist 
35 

or belieTer. The seeker r e l a tes t o him the d i sillu~ionment 

heh. s ex-oe r l enced in his ,-,r eceding inte r vic-:-.-s , :in d the be lieve r 

~eeure s h i m t ha t t he r c ~l ~urpose of man is • to ntudy t he 

Torah a nd to cedit~te ther ~in day o.nd nii;ht.a (n .91 ) He then 

i nd i cates t h e va rious belie f s or d ogma s •:;hich .... r e i mp lied by 

~ccept:mce of t he ~orah, the unity of God, Crea tio ex ni h ilo, 

d ivine r eve l a tion through t:o scs t 1d the !)TO!Jhets , i rrJ'!lort:ility 

of the soul, r ewn:rd and puni::hmen t . (p . 92) The 3ceke .1· then 

t r ies to dis~ovcr the believe r 's r ea ctions to the a~i r it of 

r a t i on~l inves tiga tion by es~ioS him sever a l que a t ions concern­

i nd ce rta in heretica l v i e -;rn suci1 c.s nolyt hcie11, the e te rnity 
36 

of matter, a nd t he des truction of t he soul . The traditiona l -

ist reolies thLt r.1an ' s rea s on e.1one is inc r,:oable of a rri ving 

~t the ae ult im~t c t r u t ~s , out tha t he r.rust r e l y upon the 

lite r ~l s t L~ ment s of the Tor...h, f or throtl{;h thco the t r uth is 

d ivine ly r eve,. l ed . Further more , if m:...n' s r e · s on :ere suf-ri­

c ient, t hen he would cee s c t o be l i eve in t he e ffio~cy of 

prophecy . (p . 93) T:'le be l iever r e h .t cs .; _, r able in ·;;h ich he 

tri es to sh ow t ht t ju~t ~a i t i s im~oa ~i ole fo r one t o empty 

t he ··.- _ t cr of <-' r iver by d r i~ i n ing it wi ih ::.. s ievc , so it i s 

VLin ~or t oe r ~t i on~lia t to suppoce t h~t he c~n ~r r ive ·· t the 
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fina l t ru t hs r egar d i ng creation or et erni ty of m~tter. pre­

emistence, e.nd i mmortality by the use or r e~s on ~lone . 

"Then t he oan r e~lized tha t a r eve l a tion f r oc God had c ome 

to him, to t urn h im f rom his erroneous pa t h and to ee t h i o on 

the s tra i ght 't,ay, and t o prevent bio f r om cont empl a t i ng any 

l oncer on su h mat t ers ." (p .9•l) 

The seeker, however, i s s t ill dissa t isfied, 

and employs unotber met hod of pe r . uading the be liever of the 

inadequc.cy of ::is noint of vier. rcg.:. r dins t radit ion. He points 

out t ha t t he st:=amcn te in t he Torah cannot be r egarded in 

t heir litera l f orm ~s absolute t ru t hs r evc~led by God t o m...n , 

becaus e of the contr edic tiono inhe ~ent in them. Thus . he s r ys , 

w-by the dif f e r ence be c.weeo the t ··.-o se t s of the Ten ';or:l!':1- nur.,ents 

i n Exodus o.nd in Deuteronomy-? Furthe r mor e, how ere ·we to 

account f o r t h e marriage ot .'.mrc.m t o h is aunt (~x . 6 : 2C) anC: 

of Jacob t o t ~o 3ister e {Gen. 29) when the Torah l a t er on 

exor eesly forbids t h is? The bei i•v~r i s s oL1ewh ... t ncn- ,>l ussed 

by t h i s , out ~ontinues, neve r theles•, to affir m h i s bel ief in 

11 t •J r a l s t!S?ments of t he ror tlh. "I t i s kno,m thct t he man 

who r E:lics u 1 on h. ia .,; rcntor und believe s i n his Tor~h -.:onple t e ­

l], necess:rily be l ieves cleo in the r c~~rd of u f utur e life 

end h, s c on :C idence that he ili l l mc1·it such n life f rom h is 

..! roa tor . Hence , he lives in jo:, t. 11 h i s l ife . lie i s not 

cfr&id of dc~t ~ in~s:-r~~h ~a ~c cording t o his opinion h i e so~l 

'7 ill never d ic . But t he t hin::cr _nd t h ose ··.-ho ar e ove r:neti cu-

l ouo in :·uch r:c. tters " re i r. d ouot :...s to f u t ur e r c•;c.r ci . .' nd no 

n·. tte r if he be rich . he cumot enjoy h is ·.-;cultb ~.nd live s o. 
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life of t r ouble , f or he kno\".S th .. t he will have n o surviva l 

a fter d eath. Thus he i s constantly afrr.. id :.m d 71"orried of 

dea t h , a s he does n ot believe the t his soul 'i i l l pers ist c..fter 

dea th." ( ,:, .95) 

The seeke r then pursues h i s interrob~t ion 

of t he bc11e ve r , d·:1ellin0 u pon the interpre t c:.t ion of .a1 bli..;a l 

pnssagea , 1n order to prove tha t t h e r a bbinic i nte rpreta tions 

of the 3 1b le tlo not s ~tiafy the demands of common sense or 

reuaon, whi le the philos oph ica l or ullec;or i .;~l interp!'et~tiona 
3? 

~o not offend m~.n•s re~son. The r ~bb ini~ inter pre t a t ions , 

i n order t o r eta in a s ouch a s n ossib le t~e lite r a l s i gnif icat ion 

~ yr the text , indulge in Ll l s o r t s of f utile ::-or,h i s tr:,• or 

p iluu :. isc, -:-h i ~h onl y c onfuse the n ind of m n ev en !: ore 

"I I reg ~rd ing the t r uths ,hich , r e i nherent i n t he text . ., .. e c, .n 
J' 

~ ae t a t the r c~l meaning and trut h of the 3illic ~l pas scces , 

eays the s eeke r, on l y by ~ i vin~ them . n l l ecorical int J r pre­

t o tion . The s e e;cer .. nd t ho be liever di s pute for s ome time over 

, if,." tr1e r e ~ l mean i Jl6 of scv0;r t. l s t a teme nt s in the .J i ole , ·. hi~h 
u 

1 , lc&d ; t he f or JJc r to ch.:r~cterize t h e :.&tt.cr a s f ol_o7,s : "you 

f 
1 

, ( h :. ve found , , omctr:..nt. te ;,hose pc. t r ing y ou h e. ve e ~ t en bu t •;hoee 

' 1 _l1 reE.l c ontent s you h r.vc thromi a-,::.y. • (,, . 97 ) '1hen t hey are 

; ~bout to t .!lcc l eave of one ~not her , t h e beli ever s &ys t o t he 

tJ'l/Yr' s ee::cr , 11You s :,e r.k s evcrc_y t o me and s ._y ~onfus int; things to 

1 }_1 whi ch r.:y e:1 r cannot l i s t en . ,,nd t hey a r t like t he wor d s of 

I 
d reamers , which a r e Vt.. in and me~n i ng lesa ." (p . 98) His 

J oart ing t.d v ioe i s to de lve in the TortJ1 a.no to dcvo 1 c h i mself 

. \ J 
; . , e ole l y t o i t, ~-nd no': to loi..n uuon :11:.::. 

I 

·-
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,L6-1. U,;~v-v 'T . d /f I ,; 1::r;:1 t;,J t, 
The dia logue continues w1tif a s age or ~ / ' it: 

~------!~:..,;._4 t· -
~- The philosopher e leo streaeee the importance or"''{,., 
belief in the Torah as ~an's highes t a im, but points out tha t ~ 

n t rue understanding ot the pr i nciples of t he Torah a nd t her-9~,'f. -,,, 
truths conta ined therein ce.n be a chieved only by a t horoush 

!;nowledge of the pr epa r a t or y s c ience s . lie then uroceeds to 

distingui sh be t ween knowledge derived by f a ith and mo~ledge 

derived by use of the i ntellect. Fa i th t akes orccedence over 

int e llectuul a ctivity, yet t he 1.-no·:,·leLl ge i7h i ch is deri ved by 

c ea.ns of f ~ith must be verified &.nd corrobora ted by the 

knowl ed&e ~a i ned through t he s t udy of the sciences. Thi o 

p r events t he :possilility of hypocrisy, a f ault ·.vni..:h ch ... r c c t er-

1zes many of the believers. 

' :.t the seeker s request t he s nc;e g i ve s him a 

r a tiona l exp l '-ll~tion of seve r ~l Biblical ve r se s , but is c ompe l •4 

led to confes s t nn. t there c.r e sooe s t ~t c:.:cnts in the Torah 

~h ich c~nnot be e ~s ily expl~ined i n t h i s r.~nnur , ~ d therefor e 

r equ ire t he exer c i se of f &itn on the m. rt of m~n . In su ch c~s es 

f a ith mnst t cJce nrocedence over r o~ son. In th i s ..: onne c tion he 

quotes :.'.:~i monidcs' "l.:orch ::ebuchic, " describ i ng i t :.a a 

"prec ious ~ d -prof i t a ble book , r.nd i t is n WfA'J by -.,h ich to 

..: o,.ro r ehend trut h , and it cl ears up o :.ny doub t o for h i m ,.,:'lo 

undorst r.nda i t . ..nd he ,1ho delve ~ i n i t is no ~ ._ble t o 

?ene t r r.t e to the dept h of i t s mec.ning und vie•:; unless he h~s 

~re•; i ou :J l:,r oc cupied h i mse lf wi th the s ciences ." (p .101) 

'However , n s ays the ee,eo , " you 1m.1st know t h a t there are t h i nbs 

ni tlden in t he Torwi which e ven ~~i monidcs coul d no t nenc tra te , 

r::tu..::1 leoa the l c.ynun . f' 
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At the seeker's r eques t, t he philos opher 

£urni shea him ~ ith a lis t of reliable commenta.t'fes to the 

Torah. Le mentions fi r s t of oll the .:Lll:>.:1 -n,, Jl itself, 

the 'il.9 3}.lMI il1f.n , the Hilkotb R&v J.lf'asi , t he "l:ishneh 

Torah" or :~1monidc:s, h is Con1menta ry on the 1.ishna , and a lso 
38 

the texts of t he llishno and Semorr ah themse lves. His 

l)arting advice is ~a f ollo,-.e: •t:a.ke t he s t udy o! t he Torah 

the nain t h ing, and t he r est secondar y . Ztill, you shall not 

believe anything unlouc your intelligence testi~i es to it or to 

its Cre a t or . ~ (p. 103 ) 

This brings us Lo the di~loe ues be t~een 

the seeke r and the r epr esenta tives of the various prepar a tor y 

sciences. Raving c ome to rea lize, as a result of his pr evious 

int e r vic \78, t he ne ccesai ty of k:Jlo,7ing t h e s c iences i n orde r 

to truly under sta nd t he Torah, the seeker pursues his inquiry 

in to the r eal m of the sc ience s , be g inninr; ',vith t he m; them~ti­

c :::.l s ciences,,, .. .,, 1>•;;1 .nlQn. Toe m.;. t !1ema t i c &l scie nces 

? alquera defines :>.s t hose s~ i encee ''which delve i 1to e s se nce s 

tha t arc s tripped from rur~ttc r . " ( p . 1 04) These ~r e five in 

~ri.,,( 
)~ 

n1.U:1be r, ( 1 ) J.ritrnr• tic,--;;-.• a .n11;,n ( 2) Go ome try ,,t'1"-"' .n a n 1nn 

( 3) Optics, .nnc,1'-' Jl»~n (I\ ) •. str onoiny ,D'.l.>t>JI .,,.,n 
( 5) L:usic , P"'.J;, .n1>.:,n • Geoi~e try i G der i ned 

A , ,, { 

~- s dc :,1.l ing \7ith "t he lj.r , nd bodi l y i.;ctei:;-e ian. " Op tic s 
r.,,, J,- r ~ v 

l~~ ls wi t t , "l ine , exte s ion · nd body : s perceived by vis ion . " 

.'.$tronony concerns itself \11th "quantity , er.ovement s of 

:rot1.tir..:; :>od i e s , c o11poa ition , for~~ , n%nitude , end disttnce 

(of' the sta rs ) f r or:i one [.;.I}Ot2cr . " !:u s i c h :::. s to d o with 



• 

Tr 
~e l od1es , t heir r e l at i ons a nd int erblend i ngs ." 

The seeker begi ns ,1i t h t h e s c ience of 

and engLge s in ~onve r s ~tion 3 s tudent of the 
39 

P'yt h agore~.n schoo l. The l a tter ex.:,ll..1ns to himtthe i mpor t ..nc,\ 

lmo'7i ng .'.ri t l t i c a s the ,only .way io <. t t ~ i n a compr ehension 

of t h e un i ty of God nnd the knowledge of hi s cre .: t ions . 

Thus t h e number 1 ie i dentif ied with God, t h e c ause of a ll 

existence. 2 1s aseooia t ed with mi nd, or iginatin~ from the 

~rea tor. 3 \Yith sou l, cons i st i ng of tb.ee c spe c i es : r..n i 1.1al, 

veg e tative and rat i onr:..l. 4 with mat t er , con sisting of f our 

s pecies: na tur a l s ublunar , art if ici~l su~luna r , a ll s ublunar, 

f i rs t eub l unur. 5 wit h Ba ture . Ther e a r e f i ve n~turea , the 

nz. tur e; of the s phere ( '!,, .l; ~) and of' the f our ele1 .. ents . 

6 wi t l1 b ody . 7 wi t l the po~ i t ion of .the ap1ere--ht v int, s even 

orb iia li~c the scv, n rot;. tine st.: rs . 8 witi1 the clements 

· ith in tl•e :·~ncr c . 9 with the geni o.,. c l a sac o , ( 0 • .l I b ) 

born 011t c f t he nine a,c c ies. ( o ~.P l> ) 

exis t ence ou t of t ho c l cne:n~u c..re : 

(l } I m .n i rm. te 1, .... tu1e , con e i otint, of ti r u ~ .. ~c.;ie:; , 

(h) e t onca ne l tad but no ' uurned , , ::: t; old .1.; s ilver. 

(c) sto~es ~clteti ~nd bur ned , r e .ul pl1ur J 

(~ ) Ve ..;e t tive m. t ure , con:.; i :&ti1ig of tlnec s .!,ec.:ics , 

: a) p l ~n t , t s tree , 

( b) seed , ns er• i n , 

(c) inde?endent c r owth , ~s g r e aa ; 
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(3 ) Liv i ng nature , conoi s tiri.g of t hr ee species , each g i ving 

birth to their t i nd , 

(a ) tha t ~hich civeo b irth direct~y t o its Aind , 

(b) tht.t born o:r ~n e gg , 

(c) t h u i born of noul t ing . -----=--
: 11 of t h i s be ers out , s-YH the critl~-

t ic i~, the trut h of the z t .:..tement ih ... t "numbe r s a r c f itt i ne 
4-0 

t o the f or c a of being.• Fr o~ t he f o~ t of ftWOocr one he 

goes on t o p r ove tho exister.ce 2nd the unity of God . · Further ­

~ore , axithm1tic pr ov i de s proo~ for the f &c t th~ t unolcs 

r.u s t p r oduce wholes , while def'ectiv s c .. n on l r pr oduce ocf ective 

He p oir.ts out ~lso a number of i nte rcotine deduc t i ons into 

~hi.. r. e need no t E,;O here . 

~ext f ollorE the ceekc r ' s di~locuc " ith ~ 

ge ocetr i c i c.n, belonc i nc to t h e s chool o~ ~uclid . The l &tter 

de'!'inos Geometry a s de a l ir.c wit h •a i nens i one a t ripped of 

rnt. ttcr. '' '!'he to::; i cs of t l~is s cien ce e.re cnuncr ... ted: 

(1 ) lenct:i-- the l ir,c 1 cv in., r... _.oint r it~1out quotient ; ( 2 ) 

p l...nc -- lengi h .... nd wi d t h ; ( 3) l>ody -- lell{;th, ,·;id t : , ;.nd de p t h . 

The f irs t t wo , the line .:.n c t he ·,l ~ne , h; ve c:,is ten ~e only 

in the in4; inr.t ion . P.eeur d inc the ;:, i m of th is bra n <.:h of 

s cil'nce we quote the .. or<l s of t l:e ecoi.ctricirn . "Its ~ i rn 

is t p r r oc c e d fr om the perccption£1 t o t he r ~tiona l , e nd 

froc.. the n c- t urul coopound of c. body t o t he spi ritw:.l !'or~c ; 

.... .r.d f r om the mat e ria l subs t .,nce t o t he u'os t n...ct ; c.nd i~1c 

r. c..nner of obs e r v ing t he :.. b tr~c t ... nd h oldint: fc:. s t t o i t; 

and t o d isc over perfect ions ,thich are not founc. i n t he 
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world of bodiee, but in the fo rms pur e of mutte r \7h ich a r e 

i nv isible t o the eye und whi ch a pe.cc cannot encompass, but which 

h over from p l a c e t o p l a ce and a re the c a use of the beginnine of 

time . " (p . 110 ) 

Mter a series of three quest ions end 

onswera in ree r d to t he v2 r ioue pr oblems or 9eometry, the 

s ee)cer e nd the ge ometric i i n part ...-. ye , and t he forner t uTns 

his e ttention t o a student of Optics . Opti cs is defined cs 

eml'.) l oyine the s rune b ic elemcn ta which Gcol':le t r y employ:, , 

the line , the p lUio and the body, but t ile aubject of its 

investigat i on i s entirely diff erent. Geometry conce r n~ 

itself only r; i t h meaaur ing eurf&cee of objects &nd d i 1-ensions 

of bod ies , ~h1l e Optic3 cc.lcu btes the ex~ct distU1oe bet\,een 

of the ndced eye. Thi s s 1.: iencc , we o r e t.o l d , is of in• c.luc.blc 

e.1d i n vs trono1nica l studies. ThrouE;h t he t:. id of l)ptics the 

size of the sun , t he ~oon , nnd t he v~rious &t · rs ht ve b een 

r.easured , and the ir di ot , nce f rom t he earth h~s been detcroine d . 

Thus the e arth is t h i r ty- nine t i t?:es t h e si ze of t he moon , 

nd thir t y-seven times the s i ze ot Venus. The sun is one 

l undred :•n d six ty t i me s e s lar ce , s the ttr rth , j upitcr ninct -

five t i mes . s 1£r ge , !!ars one t n d ono eichth , Sc. turn ninet:·­

one , ~c t he Gun is six ihous~nd , c ix j:undrc:d · ud fort •- four 

t i mes t.ilC s i ze o~ t he moon . . 1 1 thi :.::; h.:a been t:'ndc pos::ible 
-ll 

by th.: invention of t he Astrol abe . .· side f r or:: the t c t ron or: ict 1 

me . sureffient c f the - izc of t ho - un · e ~oup~red to the ~orth, 

.:l.dc i t iot!, l proo~ for the f• ct th;:. t i t is much 1-. rger th.:.n t .1e 



e arth i s adduced f r om the phenomenon of the eclipse . (p .114 } 

J.mone the f our ques tions wh i ch t he seeker a sks t he student of 

Optics . the first i s particularly intor est i ns. The l a tter 

define s t he b~.ais of vision in terms of w:.t c ri~l essences or 

ai,~r l:s emr.nat ing from t he eye , addin8 tha t t h i s is the Platonic 

t heory. ~e observeo , however . that the physicists discredit 

this theor y , ~hie~ f c ils to truce into account t he cedium of the 
a 

e.1r. 

The next 1nte rv1etr , r.ith en astronomer , 

1a of es-pec i o.l signi:f'ice.nce, beccusc it clea rly shows us how 

t he ne o-Pl.:tonic t h eory of tho cm:.nntion of t he sphere s , 

O""sed upon the PtolcrJc" i c system of :')luit~r · e pherc n ,·,i t h 

the e -- rtb ~ s t he cen ter, Tic a tr.ken i nto Je,.ish t houeh t f r om 
45 

the 1:oh{'.J1UDedan t heolog i r ns. Thi s neo-Fl t onic t heory of 

em.::nc. ti ons w:::.e held b y J~ imon i des , , nd a f t or h im, £..s ,·e sec 

here . by Fa l c,ue r a . Eo..:h s :;mere wa s conceived of L s civ iug 

l ife t o .:.nother sphere . Ea.ch of then n s endo-.•;ed with c. sou l, 

repre senting a gradE t. · on of s ouh from lower to r. i cher ;:,,nd 

f in&lly t o God. Tbc ~etronomer descr ibes t he m to the seeke r 

i e f oll ows : the spher e s f o:ro concentric c i r ..: lea t. round the 

earth , one on t op of enothcr. F irst of &11 a.re the s pheres 

of th e e l e mE:nts , wcter , ~i r e.nd fi r e . Then co~ee t he sphere of 

t he r.1oon. J.bove t his are t hos e of ;,:ercury, Venus , uun, 1.:ara, 

J"up iter , Saturn, and the p l c.nets . I~stly, there i s ~ s;>here 

-.,;:1i cr. r evol ves dr, i l y • nd pul lF .. 11 the s:,hcre s .. l oni; ;tith it . 

I t is not t o be s upposed t h. t this i s 

r . pure l:,· 1·,c c!u nic,.l o_r r~ ngenent . . ,t. \!h of the ophcrcs is 
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endowed with life. Each is n separa te emana tion from the 

preceding, dependent upon it and inte r acting with it. qesid ing 

within each is a spe~1• 1 intell igence ~hich i nfluencet the e ~rth 

and m,.n in a specific way. Thua fror.1 Jupiter emana tes a epirit6 

uc l f orce ' h ich produces diligence in men end the search after 

gree t qus litieaJ from l..o.ra the reconciliation of opposite nat• 

urea, from the Sun the growth of bodies Gnd the origin of life, 

from Venus comes goodness, order end beauty, from mer cury 

s c ientific aspirations and prophecy, a nd finally the moon 

contr ols brc~thine. (pp.118-119) 

J.stronora:: not only conce rn:: it self , h owever, 

TTith the ~9heree of the stars end th e pl 6ne t s , but e leo with 

the earth itself, the amount of its ~opu l a tion, P. nd t he h~bitn-

t i on of its reg ions. le are t hen g i ven an expli natjon of the 

v~lue of the study of , stronony . "I n or de r t ~r t the ~trt r.Ge 

~nd pure s oul which shines ~ i ~h the light of ~i ~dom ohr.11 

er, vc to i seen• to t he world of the sphc!'es and t o t tt. in to 

t he stc.ge of )icrfcot ioJ. which i : t he stt. ... e of t he ~ t>cls ; 

.:nd i n order t L t it mr:, be e t sier for it io dcj)a.rt f rogi 

::110.ces of n .. t ure and from bodily pleasures .:.nd oett th be e~ sy 

for i t, s o thi t i t ehe.11 not :. uffe r on account of i t:; separation 

from the t hings to which i t w:.s ~ccuetome<l i n t h i s world , c.nd 

th:... t it know t7ith "'ul l as aur ence t hat it is ,ch ievinc c. r;onder­

f ul thing." (p.119) 

This is f oll owed by c:. minute l y de t c iled 

ge oe;r , r:-: i c~l descri , t ion of t he e arth a i t wr s }'llo\m to the 

r c ierti~ts of the ~ i dd lc J.ges . I t i s interesting t o obse rve 



t hat in the ~iddl e /,f;e & the sc i entific s tudies h P-d not yet 

become epeci· lized to cny gr e. t degree, and thus l eogrepby 

was still considered within the p rovince of e atronomy . The 

various ae- s , islands , und countries a re t hen enurnor ~ted 3nd 

de!l c ribcd · s to the ir rel:!:pec t. ive sizes, d iotunoea , lot.:a tione, 

... nd na tures. 

The ociencc of ~usic next claims the 

Lttent ion of the seel:er. ( p .123) The muaicir.n r ecounts the 

1Jl11)ortnnt part ~hich music pl ayed in the pust in r e ligious 

· orship, o.nd drrelle up on its poych olo&i aa l value for man, 

its e ffe c t upon h i s morl l consc ience and its ability to s oot he 

thooe who are suffe r ing f r om p£1n. He c ivcs us n class ificat ion 

of the various tJ?e& of nus i c: (1} pr act i c~ l r.:un i c , h~ving to 

do ~ 1th the variou3 nc loc i ca cret ted by inatru1~ento like t he 

harp and t he Tiolin, (2 ) theoret icr l ~usi~, ~hi ch tc, che s 

melody in genc r ~l, abstracted !'rom s pec ific instru1.1ents and 

concre t e ex~ r cssion. 

The science of thcorct i c: ... l music t v~-:es 

::.p the Vt'I ious tune o, the ir comp~ra t ive Va lue , t he ir .:ombi­

n~t ion2 into d i stinc t melodies, etc. Sound is described -,s 

produced by the beating of one body up on anoth r, so t11. .. t the 

,. ir e s ci :;, i ng between t hem sets up v ibra tions which enter the 

car and arc: reg : stercd cs sound . The science of r1ucic is of 

p~rticul ~r v~l ue to E~n because the soul i s sensitive to 

}-_·•r o oniou::; r.1us ic;: l cound s , .. nd pc.rticularly t o tl:.e nclodiea 

rr.c oe by t he spho~es , ~nd t hus rrusi c helps the s oul to free 
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iteelr from i t s enslavement to e crthly m~t ters and to ascend 

t o the spheres. Thie r eference by the muaic i ,.n to the 

melodies produced by the spheres undoubtedly sho~s the 

influence of the myetic~l theories of mu~ ic held by the 

ryth~ oreane, ~b ich reg~rded the ring s ~r ound the e arth 

~s r evolving in musical r e l ation to one ~nether. The reeker 

~s ka the mueician tour questione which ere or no epeci~l 

significance. 

So t a r the dia loguee h6ve involved r cpr c s .., 

tativee ot the met hematical s c iences. 'c now come to the 

s cience wh i ch r a nked nex t in importuice to med ievr.l th i nkers , 

t he science ot Logic, "'ll~"'il JlP.)n. (p .126) Log ic, ,,e 
le&rn, concerns itself ~1th dist inguishing the r e~l from the 

erroneous in matters or t hough t end s:;,cech, witb the distinc­

tion bet -:·een ms tte r imd t he fort'l :>rinciplcs . {pc.rticul : r s r nd 

un i ve r ~l s) The vnr i ot~s objects are t ssi&ncd to defin ite 

ca te~ories . Thes e c~tcs or i ca be r r t he s ece r c lrtion to 

t t ought ~s rul es of gr , r.mi;;_r to everyd:y S'.t)ee ch. Think ing must 

? roceed upon tac rul es of Log i c . "It i n i~o~ui ule ~or a mun 

of thought t o be rrce trom r c sortir.g to it . " (p . 127 ; Uine 

books h:: vc been pu bli r hed on LoGic, t.he f i rct one b e itib en 

introduction t o t he other e i ght : 

l ntroduction-- E?A-pl : i ns f ive words : 

(~) Genue- -donoting thin{;o '1h1ch fon:ia ditfer but 

which ~re included under one c a tegory, 

(b) Spec i es--dcnotit1t; things of s i mi l c.r f orms , suc:1 

a s "I:"t.&n: but wh ich arc sei).:. r e.t eC: by acc ident~l 

quclities , 



I 
I 

-36-

(c ) Proporty--denoting chcr ucteristic pecul i e r to n 

p articuler s pecie s , such a e •1a ughter of m£n ," 

(d ) ,\ccident--re ferring to cbr. r· cte r istice '-'1!1.ich c pr,eor 

:md dist ppe r within t h e s pe c ies , such vs"rednese 

of flesh ,• 

(e) Separ i:tion--denoti~ elements where in v s pe c ie s is 

d if!e renth.ted from its .genus , such - & •speech of 

man• end ro~r ing of lion.• 

The e i ght books aret 

I ' ., 

(1) Category--enumarating the ten upper geni ~hich 

e.m-rnce 311 e x i s t ence , sub~ t:mce , ~u ~nt1ty , qu~lity, 

conbin~t i on , space , time , pos ition, ~o~uis ition, 

development , trans ition, 

/;, 6~/41 
' (2 ) Book of Br.plcnat ion-- t e lline ho;, c oopoa ition of 
. ,.,,. 

t rans i ent matter goco on p o2i t ively ~nd neg~tively , 

I k, ~f1~,,, ,,-
(3) / .na logy--. o~ sylloi i sos arc de vel oped from fi r ? t 

p r e n: ise s , 

(-1) J.n exp l 1..netion of uncondi tioned , n, log ie o , 

( 5) ,.n cxpl , .nr tion of hel pful ; ni lo{; ieo fo ?· those 

·;,i10 c;r.nnot c omprehend uncond i ti oncd ::: n 1 l o{;i e s , 

(6) Dengcr E of sophis try r nd f ~lse ·neloc ies . 

(7) Boo~ of f igur , .. tive m:.._tters , 

( e ) 3x rJ l : n a tion o!" the "-.:oo -:. ic s t y inc o .. nd thei r 
- 44 .. 

bcnc!' it s . " 

Then f ollows a ser i es of cix 4ue~tions ,nd 

anor.crs cloc.l i n wi t h various obs cure d iff i cul t i e s involve c in 

the study of Logic . One cunuot help mar vel l i ng , in pas s i ng , 



at the tremendous scientific erud i tion, the intellectual 

vers~tility ot Palqucro., not only in the coac of log ic but the 

throt:gh~ut t he arts and sciences with which r.c ru:ve been 

de~.ling. 

?inally , among the preparatory sc i ences, 

~he seeker 'begina a d1acuesion with n physicist, a •aage in 

science wh i ch delvee into the ~ualities of natura l pheno~enc,• 

0~}:l(9il lll>:>n (p .133) The phys i cietJX)ints out, firs t of 

r..11 , t he nedesoi ty of a knowlede;e o:f t he :--.a t her.k t i cr l ::c iencc:: 

~nd of Loc ic before a t t cm~tir....; the st1 dy of ~hys ica . The 

ten gcni \ C' .\16 } which form the be s is of Loi;ic are a.lao 

t he ; rinc i p lea from ttll1ch Physic s ; roceeds . Physics dea ls 
45 

t " i t h • natural bodies and their accidents. " Row t :rpic::-1 

t hi s i s of the gone~~l definitions of : hysics t hroiJ.Lcou t 

: .rabic c..nd .Te-:-: i s~ ;>!:ilooophy i s shotm by t h e fol lowing 

C:ef ini t i ons . Thus 3ah.ya i bn P aJ:ude. defines i t ~ s "the 

science o: the nature o f bodies e.nd t he ir ace i dent s . " 

Siid l arly, al- i!u.kwmnc e refer s to it o.!J "the s ~ iencc whLh 

invcoticc t c~· t he ·ood l e s of thiq;o end ~he secre t s of their 

netur e . " : ~iMonic!es give :! t. similcr defin i tion , r.te k inc; P 

46 
distinct i on bct r,•ecn t he ·::arks of n:- tur -J ~nd t he ~·o::-}·e of rrt . 

/.1 1 of the !:e ph ilosophers, i ncluoinc ? .;..- ~uc. n , dcr h c t heir 

c oncc~tion of , ~ya ics fr om the ~hysicr l ~r it ings of : r i ntotlc , 

-:,ho de:'incs Ph •sics us "the oc icnce whici1 dec l s · i th til ings 
47 

· hich ar c inBC?a~c~le f ron bodic o out n ot i mmovc ble ." 

_pr o1,c ::-tie a or pa.3oive r·f fectat :c ns belong in{; t o a b od y o! c. 
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48 
g iven s ort and t he cor reGpond i ng matter.• We may note 

here also that Fal que ra filentions r. ed i c ine as one of the 
49 

br anches of t h e sc ience of Physics. 

rature , eays the physic ist, i s r force , 

p&rt of the un1ve rs ... l und s pherica l soul, ,ih ich pe rme c.te s the 

e l ements , i nanimate bodie s , p l u1ts a nd liv ir1g beings . -h is 

f orce or s oul gives rise to t he various !Jhcnoncn:: of ns. tu:re , 

r a in , t1ind, s now, h a il, etc . The variou s different i t ted fo :·flla 

or p.:.rt icu £. r e oul4 ouch ~o t he soul of rru n , vcsume r:l"-c.";:?C 

under cor t ... in oon<iition o~ c o?'jbiu:: t i on or b . h .. ncin& of the 

c l ct.ient '-' . The most l. ighl y d1.:ve l o-;,ed c: tl.e :. e p::.. r ii~ul:· r 

f orr.i~ 1 s t he soul of man, wh ich h· s tv,o f unctions , the 

p r e.c t ice 1 c.J'ld t h e inteD ec tunl. The inte llect u::.l sou l ~ s 

t h r e e &scendi nc de grees of perfec tion: the phys ic[ l or poten­

tfa.l intc. llect , the int cllc.; t oy ucc!uis ition or r.ied itution, 

t he abstract intelloc t r1hich i s s elf- s uffi cie nt r.n d sur vive s 

the dc , t ruction of t he body. Thie is the d ivine s t ... te t ow.c. 

w:1ich t he sou l -:is t aspire in orde r t o ob t .::. i t. the kno,,l edec of 

Goo, ... nd to nsur c c ont i nue d e x istence o~ t he ~ou l ., fte :r ~c.lt h . 

ol l or.inb th i 3 i s , n e ;::,os i ~i on of tho 
50 

t opics ri th h i ch Fh~·s i cs de; l s , c i g~t of them in r 11 : 

( 1) Y.nc-.:'..cdc::c of t h ir:.r;s t .. t u·c t rue of t- 11 n · turs 1 

exis tenc e , sue:. .:.o n, tier, for::.,, pla ce, c tc . , Fhys i c.s~ 

{ 2 ) Kno~r~edi;c o~ the he ~vens , tllc zphc rcs , s t ; r n , 

c tc ., (De Cc.elo ) 

{ ~) 7.n -,lecJcc of the essenc e of the s ubstt.n ce oJ' t he 

c l enents , a nd how t he y c ive rit:e to m..nimc.'~t: 
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et Corrup tione) 
. 

( 4 ) Knon ledge of be i ngs ~hich crise in the ~ir , a tmos-

phe ric phenor.iena J light , dar knese , he~t, cold, wind, 

clouds , r &in, r ~inbow, e t c ., ( lleteorolog 1ca) 

(5 ) IO-lot1ledge of inanimate n ~ture; stones , meta ls, 

s e lte, (De ~ineralibus) 

(6) Kno .. ledge or p l t.nts : sowi ng , 1· ..... p i ~ , l c.ntit.i.; , etc., 

(De Plant is) 

(7) Knowledge of liv in~ things, how they e..re s i tua teo in 

the ,.,orob, etc., (Historia /.niLalium) 

( 8) Knowl edge of the eler:c nts in rn.n rrhich do not d ie when 

the body dies--ap iritua l eubste..nce . (De !.n i ~e ) 

. par~b l e is rel£ted by the physic i st 

to the seeker in c onnection with hie belief in t he surviva l 

of t h e soul, end his contention tht t thi s f ee t ce n be provee 

through a . thorot~Ch knowledge of the phys i c: 1 s ciences . 

~Know: he says , • t h a t most of t h e s chol Pr e th~t are versed 

in this 3C iencc bc l ievc in .,he surviva l of t he s ou.l . And -----this i o one of t he thinc s t h t ~re unive r s , lly ....... cc.:; t ed 

~nd there ere proof s for it from s c i ence . " (p . 13?) 

The usua l que~tiona z.n<l ~s" ers f ollow, 

• int o ~. h i ch ··,·c nee d not c;o i n dctc. i l . .3ome of the phyaic i c;te 

snswcrn £> r e signifi<;ant , ho eve r , ea;,e c i .. l ly h i ::, theory ot 

vision , ( to which \,e h, ve ~ l rc ady r eferred on p . 32 ) and h i s 

CJ Cni c,. l of t he •. r i stote l i e.n theory of the e t c r nit:,• of nett.er . 

Kia par t ir1g c..d v ice t o ti:c s e eker is of e spec i u l i mportance , 

si. l.! e he <} i scour c;cs the s tudy of ~ht: s c i e nce~ f or t heir om, 
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oake , but maint~ina t ha t the ultimate c i m of ~1 1 s cientific 

s t udy i s the perfecti on of the s oul t hat it may survive the 

body. "Sndeavor while /~t i ll ulive to perfect you;: s oul and to 
1-v~ ~ .._, _, 

de ve lop goodness of deeds and t o brin~ thc -ba.rn~y of her .. 
/ i n to r e a lity. 2ndeavor to know t hyse lf · nd thy 

-Crea t or . ..nd know thr.. t ·our body i s one of t he pcri shinc 

thinss and that it is be i ng ~onou.1ed d: i ly, ~nd that it i s 
~ 

to y o.u- s ou l ~ the houEc :; ou r •.i L l : i n , nd the c l ot hes you 

··re :ir are ~~- Therefor e , l e t net ,;our '!n~ e; ?o .~ be 

a lto{;ethcr in thE: build i ns of this :10uoe r..nd 1:: the bc:::.1ti­

!'ybg of thi s dress . Sor ever-J house ·,,i l l be des troyed · d 

eve:-y d r ess wi l l ~i.: de . Therefor e , l et. y our toil ·oe <.:Olh.:t:ntrl.­

ted on t he .. tta i nnent of the soul t h .:.t it ne vc · pe r ish . "( p . 1&4) 

In the ensuing par~gra "lh ~al que ru duell s unon 

the lir:.ita t.ions of these nrep.:.r li.to ,-. aoienoes ·,it:1 Y:hi<:i1 he 

:i: e bcon 1.1 0 l i ng . To1le t.h e l:no· .. •ledge of the□ orings L'l::- n 

c lose t o t he ult i rn te 0 o.s1 , t he y &r e yet only s tc"Opine;- stones 

to -..hc t sta t e of int c lle ctuu l nerfection · . .-h ic:i c: . n ..;om1>rt.hen tl 

!'inc. l t !'uth . Jnd ~cr-.: in lie s the :un ..: tion of the ?:i _::.est 

acience of 11, J:ctauhys i co , J\' ;,!,,t nr.,:,n, ·;fhich h s been 
51 

. . f tcr the G~cl:er r el t es ._,o h i :: hie 

,,_·'.:!vio·..1s c :~JC!'i e ncc -: , t he ne t:. ohys L; i .n s vys , "Know thr: t you wil l 

never :.-::h i e ve t i:c desired ~o 1 ··, i t:i t he~e men. Eo\"e -.·<'·· . a l l 

~~cir i Je: s ' r e a t e : s by which to ~r rivc ~tit . It ie true 

r:d i..co?1 t .1·07c:·t .J l e t h~t the success of =2 . n is t.ne cor..prei1ension 

of his Crea tor ; nd uttc.chment t o Hi 11. And t h is can be 

nc!1ie.-cd on l y throuch :.- lmo-:-; lc \;e of :•i s c r c u t ion3 ond - n 
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~pprehension of Hie unity, and the r ecognition of the f .ct 

t hat ~e i s the cause of ~r ect ion. Jmd the science ~hich dea ls 

i ith th is is the science of L:etnphycics." (p . 145) 

The study of !.:etaphys ics has three main 
52 

d ivisions or field s of inquiry , 

(1) The study of the .knowledge of matters ·,:hich embrl.-.oe 

all being, such as individuality and p lur~lity, agr ee ­

ment and differe nce , , otentiPli ty a nd c tu: l ity, c~use 

and ef'fec t ; 

t .(2) 
The study O!° the 'l"OO ts and beginnings of t he ind ividu~ l 

,.be s c iences, i:nd the contr cdi ct ions inherent in t hen; 

{3 ) In,.--c - tii:at ion into be inc;s th .. l er~ not b odies o r i n 

b od ie3 • t he ir r e l.=ti7e dcgr e e e of :per!"ect ion, t.he 

,.1unner by whic:"l t hey . r i se fr om dn!' i c i en,;y t o ul t i..,~te 

( / l')er!'acti.on, whic· is God , the f i rst er.u s e , the 

r --;:--1~- ~ont c incd and Se l f -dependent; the 3 t ~dy o : i u 

att =i ou tes, such : e Unity , ~xist cncc , ~ tc~ni ty , 

O!:lni s i ence , etc . 

The metaphyaician refu ses to co:nply \,i t h 

t he seeker's r e quest t:-i,.. t he dis cuss the subject 1 ith hin; , 

s ay i ng , ''it is c omnt.nded not to reveal t he s ecre ts of this 

acic::-ice . " He recommends t o h i m a oook on t he s u bject c t. L ... cl 
53 

"' n Jl IU 1\ 1> , ""nat ls !3chi o 1:ature: ." As the 

l f : .. , _ 1 :1 <, n 
~ r eason fo r his r c fua~l to discuss -etaphysi..: s wi th t h e 
1 

::ie ~]:er he g i ven the ~act that the l :ay:n:::.n , bcin.:; unn -aJle to 

co:,pr chena it , 11su~•ll7 looks up on it ··.- i t h sus -;, i ~ion nd 
5'1 

c ontempt . : is purting c.dvicc to the Ee c!:er i z to occupy 
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h i mee l f .1i t:1 t he study of :_.e taphysic s : "Uy f i nal 1·,ords t o you 

o.r e t 1at a ll of the things of thi s e arth l y :,orld be r egarded 

c o i ns i e nific ant t.-nd v a i n compare tl t o t n e comprehens i on of the 

~r eat or c.nd u tta.chment to Him." (p .147 ) 

P~l quera concludes t h e b oo~ ~1th n p oem 

in vh i ch he g ive s a concise swm: r y of its contents i n t he f o r m 

of .:.dv i ce to t he r eede r: 

/_ 

•To be r i i.!h , be s t rong nnd wi :;e ; 

~o be a d oc t or be a l tta ys p i ous . 

:.nd if a [;r~mm.:r i a n , you wi 11 rule over r.:· n:,r; 

: .nd r.;ae t er ~:.:: thet'la t i c s , -;,•h i .: 1 iz .:ood .. nd _.,ro:"ound . 

You shou~d ~l s o know Gcor.1e t. ry a nd .. s t :·onoo.n 

,l so R.£o t ry hnd Lo;;i c and t!1c ir i nf l u ence , 

rat ur c end Lc t c~hy3 ics too . 

3ut ebovc t l l oe uprig~t ~nd pcrf e~t. 

b oo:i: , ~lc n l) l e s scJ ,; i t l. tt,. il'1nunt u wit:-i \ihor.1 t h u see ke r ho.d 

i ,t , l' :o .trse . " Then f ol lo.:s :...no thcr ) OC::1 of r. s i:1i l t.r na tm.·c 
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III 

A DISCUSSION Ql THE IDEAS .Ql ~ BOOK 

"God and the sou.l , t hes e tvill I kno,1 

And these ere nll" --St . AU6UBti~e 

These wordo se rve a.s a fitting index t o 

the ~t t i tude whi ch char ~c t e rize d serious - n i nded cen t hrough­

ou t t he ::iddlc .'.ge s . The chief proble 11 they f .. ced W,- s t o 

r etc in Ul n:o i d ing f ..- ith in God without :.t t he s .... r.ie time d oing 

violence to the dicta tes of r e as on and inveotigation. Thus 

t he :nost thousht f ul among t he ~hurch f at hers beli e ved t h'"t 

es een ti .l ly t he s p i r it and t he o ind Pre one , t h ~t God reve a ls . 
Hi :::self c ons t ant ly in na ture and i n :;;;,.n. ..,he y ·:,e r e do:.1i n ,. t ed 

by ti1e c onv i.; tion th. t f ~ ith r nd !)hilo no ";)hy c.re r.ot rnut u;~l ly 

c..ntu.,;oni s itc , but th::.- t bo th l e ad ul t. i :.r t c l y to the s ··::ie t r-..1til . 

Re l icion , t o be 2 rorcc in li fe , ous t do j uo tic e to t he int~ l i 

l cc t u·.l s el l c s the emotion, l :; i de of :n. n· e not:1re , t il; t h e 

wi10 wo u l d t ruly lmo,·.- God Mu 5 t f i r o t s e c:: t ile t ruth . 

Rea son , · o·.:c ·.-er , mus t i l ·,:.-ys do dc!"e ren\!e 

to f a i th. _~or t he s ch ol&stics thA ~utt1or i ty of tr,_dition wr e 

.::. s cogent end c or,m~ndins a:; t he d icta of hurl.ill Jmo : l edge . 

·,n e r e the r e s u l t s of rat ionc l in\·est i g .. t ion contrud ict ed the 

dictc t cs of t r ad i~ ion i n natte r of r . lig ious belief , t hen ~n 

c t ~ it.ude of f ;;. ith 11us t su:;,ersedc one of ske pt i cism or d ,mi· l. 
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In Judaism, too, the pr oblem of f n ith 

~nd r eas on i n r ~lig1on caoe to ply an i mport~nt r ole . ~ven 

before t he Christion era , Juda ism h c d come into oont ~c t with 

Greek culture a.nd ~re~k schools of thought , which influenced 

the development or early ~hr isti~nity us ,ell a s tna t of 

Ju~u ism. :hus we find Ph ilo a l r e ~dy dovot inc ni~self t o t he 

t e s k of corrobora ting r evealed r eligion wit:i t he r e s ults of 

ration~l speculat ion, especia l ly c r e ~ting f or t h i s pur pooe 

~ me t ~od of s c ient ifi~ intvr J rete tiou of the 3 i ol c . ~a.adiu , 

too , cent.nr ies before Liai monides , made t.he at t eni) t. to subject 

the dogmas of J u da ism t o t he cold ligh t of r ea son . Thu s we see 

i n J uda ism t he d eve lopment of a t rend towa rd re:"lectin{; r.bout 

r c l i r; i on , to\7a rd t:ic hc rmoniz~tion of r e l i g ious be lief wit:i 

ph i losophi.:al spoc u l a tion , t orn.r d t he crca t ion of a ph i l oeophy 

of r e ligion iiith in J udaisto. 

This r a tionr l i s tic t r end with in Jud r. isrJ 

;-as O iven a tremcndoun i ::tl)etus in t he :: i dd l e / .:::,c s b y t he 

r .:C:i s ~o~c J of t he ·•ri~ings of t he v r ec':s · nd c :.pec i :; l l y 

those of • r istotle t h roue:;h t he • r ab i .. n ,:1ilos ophcr s . i-..f' t e r 

the .~r a bic.n conques t of Syri· ;,•..:(.:s.:i::x~t~h;_:..;;.;;e;..;.n;;.;t.:.i;.;;r ... y ... J_~ho ·,·or::a of 

. . ris t otle c:.nd the l - tcr Gree ·: .; omMent :,.t or s we r e :.r :...ns l : tee i nto 

•. r u.> i -: : roe tae Syri ·. n ve rsions , ·hdcr t ile encour gc. ~c nt of 

t he ruler s of ,.Jagdc.d . These S:;r!.un vors ions :ere no1,1cwh r.r. t 

eclect i c , c ont n i:l in5 c l c !"le-n t 3 cf neo-Pl r~ t on i s:1; there _ ore 

it ,1r.. s no t the pu r e .ris t otle TI!l i c~: ... n..::.ccd on into r~o fo 

philocophy .:.nd t :1cn ce into Juda isr:i , but t he esse nce of 
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/ ..ristotc l i a n ism interpret ed throu~h l ~t e r ph aeee of Greek 

:md Or ienta l t hought . 1:e.ny of t :ie Greek mat hematica l and 

1::iedicti tr ::cti sc s (P::.l quer r..'s f a::i1l1c..r i t y '11th '1hi ch ~re h :..ve 

u lrea dy s een in ch~pt cr II ) wer e t r , ns l ut ed i nto _ r abic from 

the Syri~n vers i ons . ::1- .i!e.r :.b i ( 9 50 ) a.nd ,· .. v1cenne. ( 980- 1036) 

\'Tere t'he ou t s t and i ng f if ures i n t11e ~·.:rnb i c phi loe ophy of 

1agd ad. ''ti t h the de ath of .vicen na. , , rt. bic ,hi losop} •r 

declined in t hem.st, onl y t o r 0.- ive g o. in in :.:on cnu::iedc.ll 

Spa in. The re its great r e1)r caent a t ive W(. B Averroes , '\'iho was 

r e 6arded a s the. ris tot e l i .:n commen t tor pLr exeellenc e • 

.. 'he i nfluen ~e of .r ic tot l e 1l.pon .;ewi sh 

phLoaoph i c t.1 thought va rie d wit.h t he dif feren t Jewish 

t h inkers . 7h ua •,-e find th, t. I.>n Gebirol , who i s r egarde d 

s the f i rs t Jewish r epr e sent a tive of ; .r abi rui. !)hi losoiJhy in 

Spai n , c ombine d t h e . . ris t oto lian :,r i nciple s with a ne o­

::? l a t onic ..: oncep tion of t he ·:n i ver .. e . J udah m:.- Levi, i n h i R 

"Kuza ri " a ttacks the . r istotcl i ...n t ~e ory of t he ete r nity of 

::.c ttc r, ( c.e d id ~.:S i monides and Pi:. l qu~r ~ l a t er) :..nd r ebe l o 

c.g :.. ins t the ~old s:;>e ..:ul a tive .; once p t i on of the l.l1it:, of God. 

"T:te :; t'..ld:,r cf' the ph ilooo:>hY of r lig i on, " h e s , -.;s , "is 

ve ry d e tri e n t l t o t he t r ue f ::. i t h . ·• J..br .:.h urn ibn D-. ud , n 

s t rong J.tis tot eliWl , bu! i ev1....i , 011 t he won trc..ry, t h ~ t t he 

s t udy of .:>h il ocophy s t r cn[;th~nc<l f ~ i th . !-! i s boo}: "3nunt h 

-:a.':lWl 11 {_iub l i s :1cd 1160, i s s . ic t o be the firs t ::? t t eo t 

.?.t ;;. col.1pron i ee oc t we l)n t ho ::'er i ~K. tet i c ph iloe ophy of i1e 

: r ~~D ·1th J ~d~ i s ~ . 
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l:ai monides, the e;re .:. t s 3>okesman of the 

ph1loeo:;,hy of r e ligion i n Judaiom, of ·7hom Palquera ,1as a 

de,;oted a._dherent, i ncorpora t eo much of the !.ristotelia n 

thought into his •Gu ide P a,r The Per1>l cxed . " lie oc t h i mself 

e :ipoc ially t o the t ask of 'h.. r ::,oni:dng J.r i s tot l e' s c ora l 

phi l oeoph:{ ·.vith r evcl::.t ion. .1 a l que r,J. w s a f a. it!'lful fol lo\7Cr 

of tne ide:-.s of -ai monidcs, .,.s ·:c :ah- 11 r.~ ve occ s ion :o _";oint 

out apc c i:"i.:nlly .:s ;c b o ... l ong . ·:c h~ve alre.::.c :· seen in 

cha!)t er I I to ·1h • ._ extent :1e rr.s indebted for h is ve.s t 

scicnti!' i .: kn owl edtle to the Je":is:: an d . .rroi, n o.: icnt i s ts 

'before h i m, to J.viccnna , l.ve rrocs , .n.lf: r · bi , I st1f" . .; I c r .-eli , 

and o t he r s , a nd t o the e a rly "rec:: t ~ inkere Galen , :!i:--;,o-r:- ­

te:; , :-.. nc ~uclid . 

It i ~ not diff icu lt to und,: r t.: t · nd why 

Je-. .. i sh thinkers a va iled t:-icnsclves so e . ~erl y of t he new 

~rno,·1ledb e of Aris tot le end the Gre e k s cientists wh ich h a d 

cor.:c to t h e~ t h roue;h th-: . . r abiun p':1 iloso!.>hc ro . l t w~s n 

curre nt belit?f ~ on~ the Jer;s of the :· i ddlc . 6 es th:.. t the 

,: iadoM of t he ~ree j:s :i:-..o its orig in::l source ·.,·it:-i t he Jews 

in : .:,c:.r a llel r evelu ti :m to the Tor ah . During t.hc c::i le , 

t :LC:i' c l c i '"led , these or i : i n; :: J e ·.,ish wor::a 't<ere los t, '.)U t were 

:.u 'onit ted by means of trnm)lntion fi:-st to t he :11:·. l d e ns 

c.nd the Persi~ns, ·,rri tilcn t o t he } rec·:c a.nd ,o:::~ns . ~h is 

not io!'l w· s current s c c. rly a.a 200 o . C . r:-ionf; t.hc Je··;3 

of ... lcxandrie.. 7hus :-_;y th: t.;or:- s · ,cs :::up~os e d to ':ir vc c-';.ud ied 

m t!c .. in.:; J oloc on ; ,o ..: r a t . s c •ri'.·cd : i s _r.ilo · o·~~!· :'..,,.., 

t:i tOi)hC l · nd i , :1 ... :h t;lC !>s : l l!l ist; I l &to \7:-s .,. studcn:. of 
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Jeremirui; end . .ri stotle ,1- s u pupi l of Si mon the Jus t • 

.Ara.be e.a well a s Jews ente r tained this view. Thu s , ~ i mon i dc s 

3 C\;fS th::- t t h.e .Te-.;a have lost hold of t h is net c:physice.l 

movledge beo· u ae 11ba r ba ric:lla h:ive deprived us of our p os ­

ses s i on s , put nn end to our science a nd l itc r _ t u r e , k i l l ed 
55 

our ,1ise r::ien , nnd thus .,1c hr ve bcc o::ie i~nor <A.nt . • 

.V'nat :;e h :...v e s .:.. i d t hus f &r :.:iay have seemed 

i rre levant to t he subj ect matte r of thi e chnpt e r , ye t it 

\'705 only for t he purpose of he l p ing ue t.ow...rc! n c lenr er 

r :,p rcc i & tion of the ide:.s :-al quer::. cxprcs:es in the Sephe r 

.. CJ$lebakesh '71 th which · c ~ r e o bont to denl. I mbued , li =<e 

.is fo rerunne r -~a i monicies , wi th t h i s t i eory oi: the -,ri. t i ne 

::,upre nac y of the J ewo in the fie ld s of science :c· nd J hi O!;o:,hy, 

he be l ieved it his 3 - Cr .; d du t y to r es tore to J ud.:..is::. t ·· e :;e 

lo~ t t r e::.::ures of a ~ i enc e , to t :...:.e up t he defense of 11i.i osophy 

whi!!:t --ainonid~s h d s o nobly c :. r r ied on , to oc iaone t r~tc 11nce 

more t hat the truly '•J l igi ou s life nust be b~.sed ·.1.?0rl u hurm­

on.iz.::. t ion of intel lcctuc l kno , led e with tne JC,io .,·l edge 

deriveu ;,y f ;. ith. 

1n h i s ,.! reat i se Of The Dreco" he t e lls us 

tht.t our ancestors , livi .6 i n A- a.l e !:! tine t-nc being s o ne:; r in 

til.'le t o the ;,rophct:l f -ron .. hom they r ece i ved tr~d itionc.l 

truth d irec t , d i d not h .: vc t o s t ud:: the ·-;orlrn of the ::--hilos o-

··hers. ::e i n the d i r;1.a p ora , with nind s r!ul led ·Jy o n:,:-cs3 ion , 

mu ::: t stud:,· the r;or~rn of t he c enuine ?°hi lo .. o:,hc r s r nd l e ; r n 

llencve ::.· t:1c v ie·-s of the 

.)h i lo:;o~h r s ~on tradi,: t t.hc 'l'oroh , the· ohould be r e jec t ed ; 
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o t her.-,ise they should be a c c e p ted . t hi ::- h· s been t.he p r a c ti c e 

of p ious incn in Isruel s i nce t h e ! lose of the - s lrnu.d, 

cs? e c i a lly - ~ iutonide : , who r e f ute d doctr ine s - n~aconi st i c to 
56 

t h e !'or uh . He goea on fu !"th .:r t o s _y : "In our day , n rone 

trho wi s hes to a d,; eooe s e .;ula r ~o\, l ed~e t o the knowlod _;e 

he h ::s :- l r _e.d · g o ined f r oo the study of t he ::'orah ciust vry 

to .mde r etG.nd r.ris t otlc . e should , h o· ,-eve , , never l oec 
57 

e i .:;: t of the Torah, for it comes before p h ilos ophy. " 

Thie st.-ment from P a l quera ' s own l i ~s 

s uffice s to shov, ue the venera tion in which he held . .r i atotle , 

and hi~ conviction ~ht t c t bottom the vie~s of . ris to t le do 

~ot c ontrovert t h e truths i ::iplied oy t he Tor2h . J.s we go on 

•~ith our ~n3 l ys is we shLl l sec t h i s love for ~ri s t otle ~l so 

in the pu.ge s of the l eb:.kesh , .:i.s well o s h i s be lief in the 

,~ t.u. 1 ~ r e ment of t.he r is t o t e li ,n !li11lo o_ ny •; ith t!1e 

t j·u ths of the Tor e h . The n . in i <i e e. hi h he .:: onveys t o us , 

o.fter we h,. ve Vfoded t hroush the 1:- o:•rintil ine na ze of d i · lot:;ue , 

c r gw,e n t9 pro · nrl c on , of mo : l e ~}io ,· t r tion nd oc ien t i ,. i ; 

expos iti on ,;}.ic ' ch - r :.:.ctcr i .:e , ~h is en~yclo,cn ic -;.or !· of h i .; , 

ia t i1is : t i1e f i n . l : o 1 of _ll of nu.n' s ·-ct ivitic s , the 

1: ti :- te :.. i ·-: of r l l h i . t :1i n!:: i ng ie to live th e 1::;ood l i f e 

11aL h c o:--ic a f r oo the t. rue : ... o·,1l ed{;e of -.iod , wh o is the 

.:;our ce of 11 tr·.1 t h and t.he ; auae of t. 11 c ::-: i s tence . 30th 

: .• ~n • s in t e llec t and h i o .::h~r ~c : er .,1ust ·.vork toGc t her t o··:, r d:; 

t :1e ·. ;h ieve :ient of tp is end . Of a ll of t.h c r c occu:,~ t i on c 

of ~he i n t e l l ect , . ett.::;,h y::; i ce i ::i t?le h i che s t , s ince i t d c ~ l s 

it~ ~od . It nov r cn~ i ns o ~ t ~s ~ to 6 c t. l s ~cc if i cr lly wi t h 
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1 
th~m3.in i deas of the book , ind ic:-. t ing in the c r.ac of eac!'l 

i t s r e l a t i on t o t he w:tole pur pose of t he book . 

First of all, l ot u s exru:i ine the m:.r.nner in 

~h i ch Pa l quera 'a belief in t he necess ity of r ppl y i ng t he 

kno\'rledge gained by t he u se of t he intell e ct :.o m~t t e r s of 

t r adit i on a r e r eflec ted i n i he book. c f i nd thia idea 

eJC11ressed r epea tedly i n the dia l ogue s between the se t.~e r end 

the believer and the philosopher r e s pective l y . he be l i ever 

exhor t s t h e s ee ke r to occupy h i ms e l f c o~ l c t c l y i n the 

o t udy of t he . or ah, and ( quot i ng l) ir:-rn , .botil1 to "d e l v e 

i nto i t f or eve ryt:1 int; is in i t . " • c r o\7 olo Lln d hoa r y wi t h 

i t , a nd do not de p1.,. rt f!"on i t , f or you n ven' t ~ oettcr .li e <i om 

t.h n she ; and d o not r e l y up on your om undcrst· ndin.e: . " (, . 99 ) 

.in 2.notbel' pl a ce he s _ys , " ~ d I t e l l you th. t man .. of tho t h in-

. 
ge t i t th • :m r p o:3e , but t he i r t o il i a in ·:· in • . nd t he y 

i..r ~ l i ke h im oi ·vhoru the r .. bbis s i d , ' he v ~d into deep 

~he · t titudo voiced hor~ oy the Je l ieve r 

tr.1in0 t.o Joi..b:..t. - a l ctucr r; ' o own t.t t li. t udc to\i' rd t ,.c "Jl i nd 

~cccptun ~e of t~d i t ion i s ex pr e s sed by t he ques Liono \ n ich 

..:e r t . in : .e r .. t.:.c:.: o;i i n :.on::. r cg ._r c i r.c t he un i~y c:,f .. od , 'J rci.tio 

J:: ~ i :.ilo , ;r.n:1or ti..lit.,· , et -: . " I h i ve he t::.rd ~"\ c op le s ~y, " 

s a ys t !le sec·:e r , " t hs. t he ·.,h o i :nows ' thin~ oy tr·.di~ i on i s 
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c :rc t-ai·eo • Reward anc :>un ish::len t , l t:l:!Ilort· .l it.ya ( 2 ) e stu dy 
58 

of the d octr ines of the :>hilo ;.;ophers . h i e1 :,roveo c on...- 1~3 i ve-

1J t:io.t P : - ~u c r a d 0\13 n ot deny t:1c t :uth of t he fund~c ntc. l 

:principleo l ,~id do m by the :'or rth , but s e e ~ n to su1>rte..nti n t e 

~he~ by r:aeans o~ , h iloso,hy. 

'!'h i e l e a d a uo d i !'n~t-l y into the rmbjcct of 

1Je~3 in .. :le . . e ot kcsh . .h e Jcwis:i 1,hiloa o:phc.rs of r : liu i on 

~cne r . l ly l oo::cd upon the 3 i b l e ::: t. t.ext booic of sc i c n ..;e r nd 

:.o t eph:1eics , synbolic, l ly wri t t. n. . br r ll r.i an ,) ~or "h a r c 

sy·.lbolic o f ra, tter and sp i r it . .'.'he twelve 1:;ona of "I coo 

• t:,c .J!''.) zt:: 1, te ::-e trie strol eoe . :-c.l c;ue r '._8 0\7n views 1:1.rc 

'.)X1)r e ssed i n the c onvcra: t i on of t he s e c.:e; wi t :1 t he a ... ..;e 

ml t.he -,cl i cver r es:,ectivc l y . The s age tel~ t h c oe cke r 

th· t a kno•1ledge of the s c iences is imper lJ. t ive fo r b t r ue 

i11te.:-:>reta t i on of t h · .tords of t he ~ ilbe . " nc h \1h o 

s ec:::: ·.uuan p ... r fe..;ti on .us t ..1.1 " ilir sel: \, i ti . t i csc sl.!ien,,;e 

cfte r ne h E oc ..:u:l ied h i meelt in t.hc :'or, h , for then l10 vi ll 

~ow t:Kt ,,h a tcve r is writte n i n vcnesis fr t ... · t i1 t o 1'.:in ·ho 

1mdc!!r t:•nd= it . . nd t her ,, · re -pr oof R f or 1 t .. ro: r.- or'!r'lon fl.<' .,. c ~ 

(:, . l OC ) :y the use of ::no· led.:;e c· ine d t -...r o '.1~· c t •c:w '=-4., t he 

. i.': irncec , one c :· dinccrr · h :- ~ iE su id s ymbol i..:t.lly ~nc · h::.t 

i ~ ~c, n t liter l Jy . 

. ". ile the ":'or d : fl ,:'C i.JS in t~.c 1 ~ L __. ..i .....,c: 

.r • ( · 0 _ lul n . ,€; •: .tO vi.: l: 

::'.UC t ?'".C t ·-:en _i t c r .:..1 1:,' unlen t the:j r epresent t he 

bcl i e ·.re r ' s i runo terr, .. , : t. i o1.s , •fo r .. !'lis i :: ,.oth in._ but. o:.ce r 
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hypocrioy.• "Thus ," s .. ys the :mge ,"f e.i th ia that which 

me.kc s • in.. n t1·uet one · .. ho te l ls h im a or:1ething, an<l t o re l :, 

upon ,~ t t he tells him. /Jtd it is possib le thct he mc.y tell 

h i o t thing m ich he h imself does not believe, end by te lling 

h im t he oppos 1t.e of r,he.t is in h is heart, be .i liar." J.nd 

for thia reason eny of t he belieTers are in error.• (p .99 , ----------100) ~ 

The ;_tti tudc which t he ~nt1.:Philo ~ophi o ts 

he l d t o,,ard t he L l leg ori ~~ l method of scripturt l intt!rprett' ion 

is ac:::..in rcflccte~ in the believer ' s r eo~:e of tl:c scc~:cr , 

v.hen the ~c.tte r h nd ventured to e u.;[;eet the nc c e s::; ity for 

such :.. n interpre t t: ~i on : "8pc1:'.lc to r.ie no more b out thi :3 , f o r 

to my mind he who stre s ses such t hines is , he r e tic ••••••••• • 

•• • • "fur t h ..:r oor c , I ,·,· i uh to t lll .. ou aomethinf; . .nyon.: .-ho 

i ndulc e s in such ru:.t t ers i ncrer s c!. ;,c in, r nd ;-, 111 no t escope 

t roub le t nd worry t hroU(:;hout his life . Therefore , t he 

belie ver in the Tortil as i t io 11 ter ~l ly undc r ctood is .:.l\·1t.ys 

j oyou c nd ii.o~PY• ••• ••••• •• "I t is kno·m thr.. t t he n:.. n ho r e lies 

u~on !1i ::; Crcc:. t or ... nd o el ievcc irip l ici tl:, in 1·1 s ! er .. h nc cea-

5cril: bclicvee ~lao i n the r er.ard of c. fu ture life: He is 

no!. ~!"r a i d of de~t h , since he l:nm,s th: t his soul ·.-,·ill never 

c i c •• •••••••• • .• "3ut the th in~~er ~n d the overr:c- ticu l ou:: in 

t.he sc rr t ter s e.re in d oubt r s to future r ewa rd , etc ." (p . 95) 

I n this my P ~l c,uer.: s h o • .-a us h ow t he 

op3 onont s of ph ilosophy misund ~r ~tood the notive a o~ t he 

vc.:_·: ·J, sis of ,. 11 f 1 1th by undermin i ne ~he r,rinc i ~l cn of t he 
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Tort.h. Th.it i s wh · he t ells u e over c. nd ove r , gei u in t he 

book tru. t the unins tructed r e inc~,~ ble of under s t ~nd in,; t h e s e 

t hing s end chould the refore rofr ~ in frou c r i tic i sm or e r:,r ea­

sing their c ontempt . The y s houlci s t ud:, t.h e s c i e nce3 , e ... pcch.l­

ly me t cphys i cs , u.nd t hen r l l t h i s ,·, ill bec ome c l ear to t hem. 

~ i monidc e a lso , before him , cxp r c s ~.e d ~he S i: me op inion : 

" e tih o t :pproo.che s met ~~h:'!: i cE.. l problems r,i thout due pr epe.• 

r~tion ie like . mLn \,ho s t a r ts ou t on a j ourney L.nd ~- 11'} in to 
59 

C i;it . ,'18 had better r ciht in C. t home . " How deeply Pa l c:uer ~ 

ia indeb ted to ~a i a onil es fo r h i s rne t i1od of :Ji blic t 1 ir.ter-

• re tc? t ion 1:u1y be 2ee n from t he l c v ish pr niae he bes t or.a upon 

1.h~ ~·or eh ."ebu ch i n t.hrou ..... h the I out.h of the s ,£e . (, . 101 ) 

"1:~ i n onidcs h e.a c om:)osed i r. this c onnect ion r bool: c~ llc d 

"t:oreh .~e buch in, " And it i s - r ec i ous ~nd ,rofit~ble bool: , 

::.nd :.• w. y by wh i ch i o .; ompr chcnd t u t h . . nd he c leti r s u:: 

n:-- n_y doubt £ for hir ,ho ! " - olo to --enc t r~ t.e to t he de :-th of 

i i s f.".Ce nint: • " (p . 101) 

r1c no v core -..o c.. conoid or . t.io11 1. f J. ._l t:uer~ 

v im--w .. oout the sou l and r.bout llun...n be hcv ior ... s r clElteo to 

t.r.c u::.1. i n.o t e t. ir:1 of humr u e n deav or . .:e ht.ve c l r e LJl: oe en h o" 

he oasco r,'- n ' e f im .. l perfection upon t wo t hi1,cs , n ouilit of 

ch, rcac t er ._nd the ... t ti.iru.en t of I.he l: i c;he st ~ossiblc i n t e l­

le c tu, li ty . ~~iconidcs c ives cx~r e ss ion t o t oi~ il~r vie ~ 
60 

i n : i c "::or e h Xe ::mc h ir.1 , " whi ch i n tur n is t r;;od i:f ic;-tion of 
61 

of , .r istotl e' s viewi· . ?al c.u or ~ , rnlyze s hun:, n ch rrctcr 

in io t.h r c o d i stir.ct c l · ssel:: : ( 1 ) brute e trc· nE;th , whicr :inda 

c.. t.isf c. c t i or. jn f iel1t i nt: ,nd in the :mr::.rnit of :,hyeicr l 
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by en intellectual desire, and t urns toward t h e source from 

wiJich it origina ted, it remai ns with the Toole in the intel­

ligible world. But when it doee not do thie, when it fleeu 

fr om the intelligible, then it groms solit&r y and weak r nd 

troubled, end looks towud the individual. It becomes entan­

e lcd in t he bonds of the body , and goes farther end f arther 

away from the univenal soul of miich it W(>8 orig inally a part. 

'.l'hrough mixing too much in bodily affa irs 9.110 llO longer con­

te~lnting what the soul ought to contemplate, it becomes 

impure, intempera te, def ormed end sinful, addicted to o~tter . 

Therefore, in order to res tore t he s oul to i t s pris tine purity, 

t hf t it may PBcend to t he reol m of the i ntellig i ble , and 

becone part of the univers a l s oul , it i s ne cess~r y fo r i t to 

f ree itself from ratter by shunn ing bod ily p leesur e s . nd 

1>il;/&i.;a l s e tiaf ~ctiona. I t i s not icprobcbl c t ht!t t'r _, ucr(A 

,,t.s inf luenced in h is concep tion of t he sou l by t he oe neo­

Fl a toni c i de a s , especiclly since ne huve seen th~t the 

, ristoteliPn i sm which he knew WLs mi xed with some elements 

of neo-P latoniem. 

When we exrunine .rietotle I s vier.a concf: r ning 

t.he 2oul , ho ·,ever , we see ClUCh thr t is par cllel t o t hem in 

Fa l ~uer~. ~ccording to Aris totle, eecn i r.diviaua l orgbniam 

pos ses ses 2 soul . The soul of the plWl t or£; .. n i s rn has f our 

f unctions : nutritive , sensitive , oret ic ~nd loconot. i vc. 

:: m as an ore, nism differs from t he p lant i n th:.. t h e :,oases­

se s t he se f our, pl us , fifth , t he r ; tion~l ooul . ( l i ke 

? l c:m .. r E' s c oGn i ti ve s oul ) Re t s on or int e l le c t d i f f ere ui i c:. t e s 
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man from other natural organisms and R!.>proximatea him t.o 

a aupern~tural aubstf\Jtce . God. The intellect ia the onl,y 

power of the eoul which hs.e no bodily or&an a.nd which ia 

therefore i'l'llll1ortal, divine. Furtltrmore, it 1• the only 

par t of the soul which wntera from without and ia alone 

ciT1ne because it comraunicat~s ~1 th no other oodil,y aotiTity. 

We have eeen how Jalquel°'\ ~lso etreaee ■ the intellectual 

function of the ■o+a• the hi~he■t, and the one, •hich, if 

perfec ted and purged r oom bodily accwuulationa, can bring 

man to God . 

The influence of Aristotle 1• eepecially 

to be seen, noweTer, when we etud,y th~ ethical ideas in t h e 

book. Perfection, aa,ye Jlllquera, lies in the miodle path 

• etween two ~xtremea, tne • too little• and the • too .,much.• 

It is not alwaye posalble to find the e.>..act mia<il.e a th or 

•~ea n.• Thus we are enail,y li~b!e to overeat or to lose 

control of our tempe ra a t a 1110ment1e l'rovocat.i on . Since this 

is so , we enould tr) to k~~P as c lose to the mi ccle as we 

.1.JO AB i ti ly can, et.riving to be moderate in a ll 01 our actiona. 

We ought to discipline ourse lves Lo seek the o~~osite of 

that whi ch we like instinctively. for thl a will cr eate a 

b~lttnce i n our beh4vior . (pp. 57- 59) Fu~thermore , t he 

condit i ons of we ll-being a re re lative . The • too li t tle• 

and t he • too ~uch• vary i n accordance wiLh the occaff i on, 

the time a nd t he place. (p .1O) The tni nsa wnich a r·t 

instrum~nt~l t owa r o vir t ue are sub ect Lochan~. ~~~~noiog 

,pon t he individual, the t i me 4nd the season. Cone e <uent ly. 
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s t C\ te1at nt. : • se i ng Ul).Ci 0ht in your deeds, anci havl~ no ciefect 

i c your do ings, t hen hasten to per1ect your intelligence, f or 

then you will be perfect and none will co&~re with .)'ou. • 

( :p. 55) 

Not eTeryone ia congenitally capable, 

t1oweve r , o f pu..rauing the right line of conduct. •Juet aa 

t hi~a chosen by children are not chosen by adult s . eo the 

things chosen by the wicked are not cnoeen b) t.u i: ri~nt.eoua. 

Wvery man chooses a way of life wh ich coutplies with h ie 

nature. therefore , goodness ie s~cond nat ure to tne ri~ 1teou~ 

while badness is second nature t o the Yt i cke d •• •••• .•• •Avt:ry 

man is lnfluenced by tr~P-t wn lch nss n }'l.rullel in ni s o\·m 

b i~, and despises ::i mo.n of o _t>oe i te t~ncency . lie ' .. ill 

i nva r i a'b~ aas oci te witn a man of h i e own nat.ure .• (1i. ,?) 

I t is only t.hrOiJt;h the cx~rcise of ,, 111- pov.er , t ro~h t ht;: 

fonnation o f oceir.-tble 11Aoi ts bi constant. })re.ct ce a nd 

e "ucati on , "r;a t. r en c--.n earn t.o f 1>llow t.he r i dl,t path o! 

conduc t. , eec!'\,-i"'-, f rom extrer.ies 11nc kec1>i!lt:. t.:> the uudcl e 

;_,l'tn. Like lfa i l!loni des . Pal que r a seenis to beli e v1.: i n the 

freedo:n of th e :---.u"'.'lrtn will. Tne f r ee mo.n he de f inee a s t.he 

man ho has insi~ht. into the e oo d a nd the will- power to 

pursue it . The beaat. nnd the olave a r e t.?lose who have 

i n siuht, b t. art: l acidnt., in Y, ill- o er . I n the f iel<i o f moral 

e~lLcti~~ . t he l~w o f causalit doe£ no t o~erate ae r iuid~ 

R S i: c, es in nai re , 
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Palquera m: 2 cleoidedly n ot ~n t. s\!e 1. i c or 

n ni c:inthrope in mt.ttere of norma l human des ires c...nd conduct. 

TLie i s obvio a from his e thi c~l tc r chinge , whi ch he d r .: we f r om 

:,ot t J udc is:n ' nd the J.:-i s t oteli an sys t em. He cons tantly ineia-ts 

t:u. t ?~,m sh ou :;..d no t de ny n i inself t !le thinca he enj oy3 , but to 

~e nodero te r nw discriminate in ~he enjoyment ~f them. 3odi l y 

strcnGt:1, , i;_t u riu l p oaseesiono , the joy of cre.!tive uhya ic" l 

:;.nd o ento l ::.ctivi ty, or e ._11 ne .::eso•.!"J w1d desir~oJ e for huo n 

·,7e ll-bein&, de-nc ndin"' upon the ir use , and the t i me n od p lace . 

Thuo he O' ys s "Ho,1ever , weo lth i s de s ir r- ·Jle , since it cnn:. blc i:. 

one to do .;ood t o others • .Jut if tha t shou ld not be the c 'lae , 

i f t he ~h t l ► nt~ronio 3-i r i t is not ~r e e n~, wh~t is the use 

of ~ t - ri 1 i n t eres ts, " ( p . 22) 

F inally , Pelcp c a ' s a dmirc tion : nd 

' dcoencence U? On .-,.ristotl~ P e t!1ic · l -; ie;,s i s to be s c cti :rou 

h ia r ~coruenda tion of i.r i atotle s et~ i cul wor ~a , " 'K1•~, 1162 

i.f"t c r t ell i n.; t he seeker thi.t "virtue is r e l ~t o<i to ~he -;-, isdor.l 

of b eh ov ior as dea lt ffit~ in ~Jietotle
1

e 3 t h ics ," t he ~a said 

1; ivc~ e n ou tline of the ..:ontc nt s of t h is ,,·or~ , enw:ier t.t ing tl e 

t:rit r i · of conduct .,..,.hi c '1 OUGht to :;overn the v~rious p11.'.ls e:o 

of: :JJ lu r, re l ,_tions! i p a . (p . G5) The :It.said ·, l s o Tct:oru.1cnd s 

t h e b oo~ of Proverbc a c r el i ~b l e buide to rnor~l conduct . 

':'hLt · ~14.uer, h i rneelf ·oii. e tlt or o~hly i mbued .. , ith the ep irit 

of ~rovcrbs :...nd knu,.- the::-. by he .:.rt i3 e vident ::::"ror.1 ::i i s cop i ous 
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We haTe eeen thus far how Palquera 

defines the ultimate aim d:f human endeavor a s the pursuit of 

truth combined with the deve lopment of man's mora l character. 

We have seen, t oo , how bis concept i on of tte soul is related 

t o t his main idea of both intellectual and moral perfection, 

ano h ie i ns istence upon the supplementing of moral upright­

ness with intellec tue l pursuit . We must now concern our­

selves with the specific means t hrou$h which tbid develop­

ment of t h e inte l l ec i s t o talce ~l ace , that is, wita i ne 

sci ences. In the following, t here for"' , ~-,e e ..... 11 c ea f r a: 

-.ri th hie claaaification o·r the various •ciencea, and then 

with h ie atti t ude toward the value and purpo■e of the acien­

cea, eapecially towBrd that ot the highest science of all, 

Met~phy8i ce. (or Theology) 

The Sepher Hammebakesh doea not 6ive ue 

a systematic or explicit cl~ealfication of the science■• 

This Paiquera does in his •Reshit Rolcu:ui. • our discus s i on 

he ~~. t ~er ef ore, will be baaed upon whatever we haTe been 

nble to infer f r o~ the fragmentary auggeations in t4e 

Kebakesh, s ppleaented by our s t udy of Harry S.Wolfaon'a 
6~ 

article on the aubJect. Wolfson point■ out that it ia not 

always easy to rietermi ne wbetber a gi Ten cla seification is 

Aristotelian or Pl'ltonic. Ry a compari son between Aristotle' s 

claesifteation and-that of Palquera. v,t shall see. however, 

th.at the latter's is unmi s t akeably Ariatotelian, though 

aiffering from it•~• Dwaoer of essential voints. The 
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chiet· fa,c tor e which b r a nd Pa l ~ uera. • e c l aesific at.i.on as 

Ari t: toteliM a.re hie inclusio :1 of ■a t.her.iatic a nd hie 

enume r ation of bot h Lou i e and ~etaphysic s . 

The Aristotelian classific ation tr.'~e intro• 

duoed i nto Arab ic ph i losophy throucn the trnnolation of 
64 

J ohannes !'hiloponuo• c ot:112enta-r y .:m !'orpnyry'a '' laagoge. " 

~e claa■i!iea the sciences as f olloNe: 

I. i'heore ti cal, 

la J .t'hy e ice, 

lb} wi t hematice., 

l c J .1.-e ta phy a i c a, 

II.Practical<; 

l a ) foli tics, 

lb} e conomics , 

l c ) a thice, 

I II.Productive--4r s mechana . 

J.'he outetandi na ; ha r ac t ris t ics :hich · e te~r- i :,e nhether 

a n y el ven cl:.esific•.tion i e JU"ieLo t e lia n a r e : l l J the i nclu­

e ion of Loa i c , \ ~ ) euod i v i , i on of c•rt· in Pc iencc a into 

c peci:"ic o r.1.:1chee, , 3) n e I r e li;; i J u E or pra.ctic~l e.ciences 

i n t. r )duced , i. 4 ) rearr·1n..;ene-, t of ~ . r t e o f r.n~ cl:.r eifica t ion, 

l3J e uoetitution o f F O?i P. specifi c 1'ran~h f or •4 ener:,.l 

tci ence, a e f ow e xar:.ple, Jlstronony i or 1' ther.atice . 

f'rOJJ the f o l lowin5 c b:.r iLc t e ri s tics of 

.t'a l q ue ra's claes ification . :,e s ee no " t if not Elll of t n e f' e 

d ~ ter ~ i ninJ f ac t o r s r eflecte d . ~irf t of a ll, h e me n t1o ne 

? ny eicP. , theC?a.tic s a nd Lo;; ic to;;ethc r . Und \!r Logic he 



mentions ~l so he tori~ and , oe tice. ~athecw.tics he 

f urther eubdividee in i o f ive divis ions: Arith$tic, Geom-
( 

etr y, Optics, Aetronor:iy :ind ~ueic . Th ie ia the quadriviWI 

into which a.moniue Hert?li~e had divided Ma the/matice, plws 

t he addition ot Opt ics. Under the m~theoatical ocienoee 

P~lqucr a a l eo inc ludes ~he the ory of ~e iuht, perfection an4 

techni ue· ~urth ~more , ea c h o! the quadr ivium, with the 

exlep tion of As tronomy , he a ~ain eu~divides i~to theoreti ­

c a l and pr actical . Aetrono~y he div i des into ma.thccatical 

Astronomy , ( 11•,n;1 .ntJ~ft ) and aetrolo,;y . ( ,,~bJil .,,P->1' ) 

Only ma.the.ca ti cal e trono1~ propr•rly be lo?'lb£ to Jt:a.the1'la tics. 

Unde r "tecnni 4ue '1 he inc l udes many 

o rJ.nche e belonginc to the c.. theoatical s ciences, as well ns 

to the v~rioue practic ~l arte and c r af ts. Thus he includes 

(2,.. 

. l gebr a , t he theo :-y of e\_uatione , the art of making me trica.l, 

a stronomical, ~usica l ~nd optic~l instruments ; a lso the 

rrA~i ng of ams, a rch itec tu~e, oculp turc and 1Xl inting . The s e 

l ket three he describee ·Le the .-ror1<inc ofJU.gf,U llf~t'S. 

b odies and fo m s . 

$ Oll owin,~ Pbys ice and :_a themati~e he 

places l&!ta.ph:,•eice ae tne lti ;beet. s cienc e of all. Both 

i r. th~ Sephe r • aJ?llllebak esh, -s ne have poin t.ed out in 

cna.i:ter II, and in .aia "8eeh1t iiokriah," he mentio:1e Arie­

~otle' e thr ~e definitions of et~phyeice . In t he ~ebakesh 

ne ,..ention~ {l.leo the practica l '\rts . ( llt~ -.J"jb il .n p::, n) 

Undoubtedly he includeE thes e unde r n ie ,racti~ul s ubdi­

vi:lion of th: o . t h ~r!i t. i cal sciences i nto "•~echni que. " Like 

Is.ac I er P-eli , be p robabl y a l ~o i~cludes Ledi c ine under 
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Of g r eater 1 ~t ereat to us, howev er . ie the 

d ttitude which Pa l ~~er-a r:ianifes ta in the l.eba.keab toward 

these various s ciencee1. hie conception of the ir value and 

purpose • .. e ,ell e tbnt of the pra c ti cnl occupations of 

r.an. Thi o a. t ti t u e furniehee uri the k ey to hie whole 

p~ ilos oph iv~ l outlook 1, to nh~t he ~on~e ives to ~e the 

r1 na.l ~ou l of h uc."!n e ndeavor c.:-id the aim o: all thi nking . 

e nave eeeo t hat in U~llec t un. l p rfec tion rnue t uppl ement 

oral ch ·~rac t e r i n th1! pursuit of th~ hi ·he s t. truth, the 

c o,:lprehene ion of 1.1 0d , tha t t he t !'utha hich 1ve ge t fron 

t.ra di t ion r:u e t be v ~r 1 f i ed .n<l e ubP tan t.l e. ted b · the know­

ledge ga.i :ied thro u.e~ id1U - n t study . 11 :{e who ·ccepte a 

t hi n · on .:' a i th i c lik ,e i . i :~ vho .ml t e in t he 'b l a c kness 

of ~he n i ·h t ." ? a l qu cr~ ~on r t ~~tly r.raJ ~t a ins , like 

:· i rnonicee , t hat thr" u ,~h the ..i.ppli1:a t ion of kno 11l F-C.Ce . 

-:e shall u l t i o:"' tel-- .i&.rrive at t h e ea.~e truths which 

" r ~oiti ofl n s vouchs:,fe <i to us ae divi :ie r e ,,elation . 

( the d1ctf£ Jf t!!e ~o ran } a nd that t h e r eby ue 11w.l l e scape 

t l i t- ;>o s s i b i lit:,• of a die h o too:, b e t. 1ee :1 our r •! liGioue be-

i t f s :ind our i 11eoa t com· l e •, ion f , lJ ~onai tior. t o •ni:l i c h the 

1..a r, of era i nlilry f aith is onl : t oo pr one . 

- i rs t o ~ ~ 11, let uc s ee R~1t r a lqu~r ~ 

~a ~ & r ec a r din; the ooc upntions whi ch ~=c ~o t e,ec i f i cally 

,. ;i nces , e uch n s pr«?o cupation wi~h e a.1th, t:1e pr :::a.c tice 

of n edic ine , the \7or . .:ln,: ir: ~r~c tica l ·. rte , a~<l ~}ie s tudy 

of \lra!':na r. ·a t h re rr. .. 1. r d to t h e. _;-.4th, ri '!r of ,ve e.lth nd 
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ma. t eri al posi:: e e s ions, we ha.VE: a.lreu.d:i,, cee n j~ron t he 

ce eker' e di: .. lo;;ue -vi t.h the rich ~r. t.he f t.Le 1~ t.ha. t t h e a ccumu­

l a tion of e.~c eesive '1ealth ~nd ?roperty onl~f o.dds to the 

de t: r ada t ion of th_ ooul. ~hr .. t 1 t ,.nt l -1.ves the intelle c tua.l 

~oul to bodil:, ffai!"a a nd h ind\; r& i ta ::ichl~!ver.:ient of imrnor­

t ... li t y. i'herefore t h e rich ma!'l ie l)y hie v c: r y n . t ure incaP3,­

bl€ of mor:... l and i nte l l e ctu· l p,: r fe c tion . '~It i s i r.:pceeib le 

t ha t the re s hould be found a.none the q_ua l i t:L ee of the rich 

the qualiti es of ri,3h teousness and i n tei;ri t:v, for the de &iree 

of t h ~ rich b lind t.h e ir eye s to t h e t ~uth, :~nd the ir e ~rs 

bec oce c . l louf: to ins .. r uc t i on . • ( p . 26 ) One t!lore ~uo tation. 

u h e seeker s aid in hi s ne~rt,• ~o~ ~m... t t he intention of 

t :-i-. ri ch ?" .... n ht. b e i?n m ,ue c l ea r t.o ne, and !'ea li :dnc th .• t 

ther,:. i s notr.i -i.; l n j. h • oro~:><:rity , I ·d ll 1no w tur n to the 

i nvc.~ t i · o.tion ->f the o trong , ,,.nd e ec ":here i :n lies the ·goc..l 

of t he ir s ~ren~th! " (p . 28) 

/it.h trtc l a tte r the r eaction of t h e seeker 

i r. t l e e tee . "7o "1h:1.t .v ~ il is t :1e he a. ltr. of the body Nhen 

che epirit ie e k ~nd ·oeth t o"~r d d eetr ucti on? tt (p . 3~) 

Thus he adviEe f th..., thlate: "Sf:cin,· '..ha !° ·our nod.: i E of 

~ c rhrrni n..' ..:.nd ro uE'J .:onr ti tution , ,·i t.hout. a.ny def ect. 'but 

•:::o le , a.no eeei.:,; t.n•,a.t .,~c _;u.,·e ~·ou ?O•:c r ~.r:d vi.;or, I 11a.rn 

:,•<Ju to t,:.'-::e ::9.r •. t o .J :-feet your &oul, ;..o heal i1er dise2.~ es 

vltn 1ordr o f i : do~ . :o se ~ t ~at Lhe mLd iLationc of your 

:,c art be i ri und1. ri! t nd i n--; .. ~nd t.ru..-:. :,oar · ye:o oeilold upr i ,ht-

r,es s . '' ('J . 2~ ) 



Ac : or t.he .:a.r tiean , in a ns•.,er to h i e 

· ta.t €mer. t that "no wierlor.i ca n corpar e :1 i tb •,·,or k , be c t:..ue e 

ti'c..:-ein s;od bestc'I\TS h it b l esein ,; , " rhe bCe~er r ~pliea , 

i t i s no t cnJu.;h tha t yon s i o p J.:,, 'IOr k a nd c om,wne t he r e ­

:ith l l t h ~ d~ye of y;)ur life. llut devote s recial tir-le 

a nd be dili e-,t in the a tnd:, cf . t a l a.•\'t and tea c n i 11r;n . " 

(o. 34) 

o ee irc c. · o ... l . " ... a.id t h e c~e{er to hir.oe l f : ' of this art 

lt ci ... ht oe s . id, : ~ i: t ·.t you d o not i.<r.0 11 thc ,ro.!' :,f l i fe 

in t nc f ull b e ll:, , , \'10rnh) &o ar" ·•ou 11r,i:~'h). e t. o know the 
~ (+· r.1) 

::0 ~•· : " ~ "'i1e ; r~3.tor 7l'lo i:- o•ltl it:ic ir., t, .'"' !e :-_;·• -= ,:iven 

Thus ~he Jra. t i ~~l pur ~ui t a o~ ne o a re 

cf •, !. 13dom an1 t.he develo~ncnt o ~ -:.he .!.•Jtc ll=ctoal soul . 



a:re occupied ·d :..h t.. c intell£ c t, p r · dventure there to 

find ?:JBn ' s true uuc'.:ees . i-'o r ·.,natever he inv eatic;a ted in 

ta~ pr~ca~i~~ o~cupatione, he ~ound that it diaeppear s 

.tit.h the c.eetructlon of the -.,ody , ::.ud tr.a: the be:-.3 t and 

~he ani!!l!l.l h~ve the! '2:le ,ortion .~ (p. G9) The dial or.ucs 

·;hi::h t hen ...:-0110 .. , "Ii t.-h the _, i our; r: , , tile ~r nmn.rit.n , 

tne poe t ~nd ih~ ~eliPve r r ce:~ctl,oly i r.d i c~te t he 

.be in .,i·ipt er II. ';.'o l,uote !.,!re r r cr.. t :ien ,1ou d b e 

?:le ' el · r e pe i <;iouc . 

It is ,.,i th t~. c o!:"ep ra. tcr:, scJ.ences 

f irst , 11th l.a.tne tic£ , .i.o ic .md :?1.;,Eics, i ad then 

t n e lnte ll~ct. ic to .J r oceed. The knowle°'· e of thP 

•>f -eta!)n;eice , r.he .:-: :n undt' r .. t ncHnr .,_, 1hic n a. lo"1e 

ir. \,urn ~:.i.n b ri .,,, .n ~o ~he des ired objec tive, ~ne ~now-

led e o'f JOd r.d • !. o ,,.,- , Q ... _ ... . 

:..nd l- <; -i n . it!i , .. "lP. t ~i.e~ce r. , 1i_ "'r a re , Llude ~ to :.he 

t cie!!(!C!' of ,.: ·oics LJ.nn : c ~nJ!,; ·s i c e . _,1en : ou ...-ill 
a 

under :: -...L•1d 1.t c. fe· r of the Lo rd a.nd 0 1• ~ in :1 '<no -. l e ~c,t Jf 

d aJ f 1 - · • ou ··o.,. e •.1e '· · rid ... · .. e ... cf tr-11. .'ora'.n , · uJ..l' : ourF .a , - '-'r:. .. ~ - • .J - "' .. 
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-::u t • o . c •P t ; e .:, u• ;wen tc oi' the thi :,k <:1.•s , b e t.h?y o!: 

o r it cor e fror . v o<i , -.r.c t::t:..l:e:J b.nd thf' b l e s sed . • ( p . 10~ } 

':"huo, t he 'm o 'l l e dge o'J tai n e ci f:-~~ scienc e , ,-;hen a pplie d t o 

reli~, i ous b ~lief , n u:: t l,e ca.l c ulatec 4:-o c o r:f irr: t h e s e 

.. O\iever , tl e s~ienc et o f LoGiC , ti!at.ne -

~t, r e of i nt~ l LEc .u l ~, v ~lopnen t . he. tuoent rno cor. ~nt ~ 

u~ r r ep~r ed for an ~de quate r a tio a l ~valuation of r e li~i ouq 

of , •1t r.en 1. ; 1 ... .,or~ •· . ·- d ""li' tPr · i not r eacn tne 

ti~ '-' ired oa l , f i n c e t he:: ·,ere u,ma'h !.e o •. !l e ~: e!' 11i e ~ ues-

t. l Qr.S . :,r: 1 e p r e .. :.·· c! th:- t or.:c ~ -- .hern .rl hr L !" O ... l.>ou t 

' :nou t i\: . t yo u 
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r l t:e i r i d ear r e st>eps by which to a rrive ,Lt it . It i G 

:· c~ t ;_ t --e ie ·.h~ c .u e o:.' ..1ll crcJ.t ion . .\nrl ~he ccience 

:i t ~:'l. .r e !. ~ t.o ::it.J. ·• \ . 14? ) 

P~: uer , . . 

ecience 1: • • '-'! • 

i 

0 l. 

:-d t.11. t of 

c o .• ce i ved of ea c!\ 

~l o_ i t e o~m . 

· d _. · · t·'l~- f i' n·-1 -" i r o 1~ r• ,·,.· _.,,, .'rt~e e,, n1:n , . '1~ i e :1c e and par t i -

•,n.:> vled ·e o f God, ":hich i n t 11!°tl is the only s ure c uide to , 



-69-

ri -ht h wnn c onduc t. Thi e i c t he f in:..l ~in: o~ rLll nur.nn 

e ndeavor, and the GO::t.l of o.ll of J':"Q,J.n' e E.a.r t h ly a ctivities 

and aepirati ~no . I n t he 1or ds ~f Ab rahn...~ I bn Daud, •Like 

t he arriva l a t a journey' end ie one ' s att~inment ot 
65 

perfection in the knowledae ot God." 
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JODS 

l ••• Shem Tob Ben Joseph Pe.lqueru., A Th inker J.nd Poet or The 

Thirteenth Century, J ewish ,_ue.rterly ReTiew, New S eries, 

Vol . I, 1910- ll, p .152 

2 ••• Loritz Dav id , i n the tntr oduction to hi2 ed i tion ot 

P al quera • s "Beshit llokmch,• (Berlin, 1902) giTe s 

1225-1290 c o his date■• He deri\•eo t his from the stater.,cnt 

in the Se phcr llruntlekabesh in r.hich P l cuera e ~y s t h.,.t h e 

{.If wrote the book in h i s thiry-cighth ycor, i n the nonth of 
I 

Cheslr.,an, 1263. By subtr~ction this gives us 1225 , s the 

de tc of c ie birth . 

3 ••• ~oritz D&vid ~leo tells us in no t e 2 of t he ebove t he t 

P nl querc was etill living in 1290 , when he wrote t defense 

of t he "'l.:oreh J;e buchirn." Thi s is prese rved in the JI n JIJ 

J\l )tJ )' ot J.bba t:::..ri .:>on ..etruc, (Press i.>urg ed . 1838 ) 

!)p.182-185 . Here it is ca lled i\~lbi\ ~:l.""t ½ ;).~-:>l,. 

I n this let ter P o l quer~ s~ys tha t ?..:a imonides ' re~1 ~i m in 

,-r i tine; the " .. orch 17ebuchim" ;;~s to r efu t e t h ose he ret ics 

r.ho ope nl y denied belief in the Torah , to s ave men from 

being influenced by philosophic opcculation hoetile to 

t h e Torah . It was r lso r.rr i t.ten, he a ~ya , to counteract 

t h e cur r ent belief in cnthropo::-.orphi sm. :"he c.nt q;oni r. 

to the book i ~ due bot h t o · n in, u ili ty t o understt nd it , 

e nd to no t ive s of j e a lousy. "Why g o into deep ,·:: t er o if 

: ou do not Imo . how to m:im? 11 

•~ ••• 7h1:: he t e l ls us in h is "! e ::hi t Ho!cri· h . " 
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5 ••• ln t he Sepher Hammebakesh (p . 12) he tells us of t he 

1) , gener~l poverty which the Jews of h is time suffered. 

"Every n&n beh olds poverty ~s time passes , and becooee n 

we.nderer in t he land, seeking his food . Hardship comes 

from every side , and from eTery direction violence and 

e.f'f liction. • 

6 ••• The f ollowing poem in the Sepher Hammebo.kesh (p. 49) shows 

hi2 a ttitude toward the physicie.nr 

•Time scys to the fool,'bc ~ doctor . Kill man 

J.nd t alre his money. You have U1 ~dvc.nt~ge over the 

1.ngels of dea th, for they ki ll men c r ntis.'" 

For further .uotc tions sec p . 19 of this t hesi s . 

7 • •• s epher hrunmebukosh , p .10, bottom. 

e ••• Shem To'b Ben Joseph Pa l quer.: , . Thinke r r.nd Foc t Of The 

Thirteenth Century, Henry Lialter , J . .. _.R ., 1;ew Ser ies , 

(Y.ol. I, 19 10- 11) p . 165. 

9 ••• Sephe r Hammebe.kesh, p p . 7 , e . 

10 •• $hem Tob Ben Joseph Pa.lquc r e , ,, Th inker ~.nd Poet Of The 

Th i r t eenth Century, Henry ll~lter, J •• R. New Series , 

(Vol .I, 1910- 11 ) p .1,0 • 

11 •• ibid, p . f"to • 

12 •• :t:ori t z David (Re shit Eok:mr.h , Introduction, :Berl in ed . 1902 ) 

poin t s out t h~t this title , which appec r s in the Sephcr 

?..araicbakesh to be the t itle 3 of t hr ee diffcTcnt works , 

i~ in ree lity the t itle of & single work . 
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13 •• l.lth oUeh 1 t wus the French ech o l £r lJu.nk rmo first 

i dentified the-.-kor P.nyyim• ~1th t he •Fons Vitae • of 

ATiceb ron, to Pnl quett ult i mately belongo the credit for 

identif7ing Oo.birol rri th J.vicebron, who for &. loll€, time 

pr cTiously vaa cl~imed by both the M abs ~nd the Chri s tiane . 

14 •• The loee of such books as tho u,~,-;, ~4b and t he 111,, • ., 

ht.a been expla ined a.a probably due to t he feet of their 

being euppreseed by the ant i- hilos ophists because ot 

their r tion: lietif tendencies . 

15 •• Recently reedited frog a I:lanus.:::ript i n tbe .3r i ti sh ' uaeUJ:1 

by Henry ~alter . See the .Tcr.ish ~uart crly RevieTr , h er, 

Ser ies , Vol.I, 1910-11, p . 451 f f . 

16 •• s ee note 3 . 

17 •• Sepher liammcbckesh, ·.~areow ed. , 1924 , p . 11 . 

18 •• P . 76 . Thus the seeker s o.y a to the poet : •1t is not 

r r opcr to naste o:-:r1y your d t'YS with the va nitie a of the 

s ingcrs , nhose rioutha apccJ: v r in thi ng o, ·:,hose r.1ouths -C:-, ., .., - ,. 

~ho build their ao upon ~ f Llse found a tion ::l.lld trut h is 

obscured in their worde , who bite with t hei r toneuea and 

, a chcce tbinr;3 of ini <!ui ty, and .:.lso sup11ort the follies of ,,, ,,,,,,-- -::. -
" the i ~zinrt ion. ..nd they gat her u-ound t hm:,selves Bht.llow 

I?:en. • 

19 . P . 87 top. 

20 •• Sh er: Tob Ben Joseph Pal _uerL , . . Th inker : n d ?oet Of -'he 

Thir t e enth t!cnt ury , 1:enry -1-lter, J . 1.i, .n • . cw 3eriee , 

\ 7ol .I , 1910- 11 ) p .1"71. 



21 •• P.7. •To f orsake the 

?., ride 2bout, and to cu 
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lmight e who -
off t he songs of thos e '!Yho wande r 

1,,~1v .,_;t: c.bout j !'or t h is is vanity end deception; end to sear ch out 

fJ ..... / ( everyt h ing 
. 

? < 
t ha t is true, eet ~bl ished , des ireble and 

plei.s ant ." And uea in he anya, (p . 8 ) "The r efore I have 

dec ided to c ast behind me the plea sures of the~ which 

.are unaltera bly decreed for destruction, and I will not 
< 

f ollow my usua l sinful pursu i ts , but wi ll direct my s t eps 

in the righteous pa t h . " 

22 •• Reahit Holanah, (Berlin ed.,1902) Introduct ion, note 5. 

23 •• see p .8 of this thes is. 

24 •• Song or Songs, 7:14 

\25 • • The followi ng poeo is typica l , •tt is t rue th~t the poor 

\ me.n dies by the eword , be cause he h as no s t rength. The 

swor d , however , will k ill h i m in honor, r;hile the povert y 

kills h i m in sbaoe .•(p . 17~ 

26 •• See Index of authors . 

27 •• Ga len as a philos opher ,.:. s not held in ve ry h i gh r e1:;~ rd 

by the Jewi sh ~hilosophc r n , e s peci~lly ~~i monides , ha vi ng 

bee n eclipsed in i mportance by Aristotle . 

28 •• s ee indecee of authors an d books . 

29 • • See I ndex of books . 

30 •• It is i nteresting to obser ve t h~t , with the er.ception of' 

-

the par t astrology p l ays in medieval psychology , t h i s theory 

of hum~n bch~vior i e quite modern in its psycholo&ical 

i rr,:p l i c e t i ons . 
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31 •• P alquera' s a ttitude tow· rd t he pedo.n tio gr r mmr rian i e 

reflecte d in the fol lo~i ng poec : 

9The fool ® uld h ~ve ccquired unders t ~.nd ine , 

.'.nd would l- eve b . en ~oun t cd oconf: the pe rfect , 

If he hod• pureucd ~isd om. 

But he coneum~e h ie days in Qr~~ , 

(~o find out ) · ow t h e •; e r b 1 :l fowod f ••orll the r oot . • 

32 • • See indecee ot euthor s end b oo~e. Concemine 8 u1d i .,. ' a 

c orimcntti1es t he srumn.:r i ~ n a t.y&: •There t. r 0 l, l eo in thct'l 

other vie"s th· t wcro t he vieTTB of t he t hinkers . J~d t.he 

l oteet t h inkers :\O.Ve diapoood of the se vie·.,s . • ( ;,. 74) 

3 3 • • PRlq,uer e. ' s contou:ptuouo descr i ption r over.ls the pr~st1,:;e 

wbich tho clever l>oet~ of the t i ~c cnJ o:;c~ : •w1 t h the 

• 

p loa!c.n t ,,·ord s ho lures pri nces or t he cc.rth . They p·1y 

:111;1 f o r the f r 1 1ito of h is s · y in.:;o , · nd u r r isc •~ 111 i n the 

e ::i : vo .. o.,. ·, 1 0 o il i:; .:;ood , his n :1 1c drino oil . 

'Mlerofore youn;; l :- d ieo love him. I n h i G " 0 1lt;8 ho e l ev, tee 

on h ig:1 t.he or incc a of the oo onlc ~ nd t:ie i r cour t , · nd 

he ',u , ili·_te 'b·ce -ion :nd thooe •:"'~o · ct 0°•h . " (:, . 7 5 ) 

Por other ~uototiono 3cc :.' • 22 o! t h i a t·-1-esi o . 

34 • • Sce I ndex o~ aut hor 5. 

35 • • P ~ l ~uert:. ' s "I&;erct ~t..- Vikl."U ... ci " uou tLin::i :.130 u i. .. lo.:;ue 
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36 • • :.n Ar istotelian idoa , \Yhioh !!aimonidee s aya !.rietotle 

h imself admit t ed he w~e incapable of proving, (l!oreh 

?:7ebuchim II, ch. 15) bas ing this cla im on '.rietotle' a 

Physics , VIII , 1 . I ndeed , :.:a1monides oonfeoaea he would 

have rejected the 3iblicol account of creation if l.risto tle 

hed succeeded in proving the eternity or nu..tter. 

37 • • Thia we.a one of t h e c ruoi nl issues in the \,hole contro­

versy be t ":VOcn t h e !'ai cm.n ists nnd t he ant i-1.:a i t:iun ists • in 

,,hich _ alquera took so octive a put . 

38 •• Seo Index of boo~e. 

3<l • • ?or Pythagoras sec Index of n.u t:1oro . ~ven if P c.l quer ' . hc-.d 

not told us tha t t he ari t - tic i , n we :J of the ?yth ... ,:;o.rean 

ochool, we tni ght infer it fron t he eicii larity bet t'een h is 

expl anation of :!.t. th_11atics .md the mystical t heory beld 

by the Pyt hngorcane of numbers beinr; identif ied with t h ings . 

40 •• Undoubtedly quoted from some Pythagorean ~rit ing. 

41 •• Aetrolnbe . I n instrument used for stellar, ool~r u.nd lun~r 

altitude-taking. Thero Herc t wo k inds , the epher ic:i.l and the 

pl, ncs ~heric . Developed by Srutoa t henee, Tycho and Hi pparchus. 

42 • • On !l .141 we fin<l the t heory of the physic i s t. >~ccord i ng to 

h i e , s i gh t t ~ke s pl a ce because of i :.,prc s s i ons ~~ de by the 

:; t imuli con ing from tile object up on the flu id of t h e• eye . 

':his coMe o closer to t he modern t heories of vi e ion . 

~3 .. .. ,e h~ve seen above , in the cuse of . ri thxlqtic , how the -€_., 
vie 7s of the J c·.,is:1 s .: ien t i 3to ··.-e re influcn...:c d o:· t h e 

m:•st ic .... l neo- P l a tonic iciee 3 . I n 8hapter III we t · ,-.11 

~ a in sec thi s influence upon Pal c,uera ' a ide h of tne soul . 
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44 •• '!:1.e r 1- et six of these are the six booke of J.rietotle' a 

•orgnnon,• ( 1 ) Categor1ae,2))e Interpreta tione, {3) / .na lytim 

?riora , (4) Jnalyticc. Poster ior~, (5) Topica, (6 ) De 

Soph iu t i ci ~ lench1 . Tho l ast t ~o ocntioned are the 

"Rhetorica "and the "Poet ica, " wbi ch are s upr>lements.ry. 

heae eight b oo'<e ore lso 1.1ent 1oned by :·a1monides , 

,ltcr~b1 , Judl!.h ibn. atkru1, . oees de Rieti , and Judah 

ibn 3ulo.t • 

45 •• See a lso Palquera 'e •Reehit Hokr:u~, • p . 48ff . 

46 ••• These dofini t i one t c.ken f r om :..alter , "The Classifica tion '---------Of Sciences In ~edieva l Jewi sh ?hi losophy, H.U.c . J ubilee 

7olurne , PP • 295ff . 

47 ••• l!etaphys i • VI, l, 1 02Ga, 13- 1,l . ~ee i b id , note «f6. 

48 ••• Dc Anina l, l, 4030 , 10- 12. 

49 •. • nesh it :!:io lmu.ll , pp . 48- 53 . 

Sec i b id , note 46 . 

50 • • • ~here arc tffo ~ays of referri11o io t he physica l m-itings 

or • .ristotle: (1) reference to the t itles or a deacri?tion 

of tho contents, (2) an i ndependent list or t opics not 

b~se1l u~on J.ristotle' e ·ur itin.;a. Soc et,i nos t hese t ,10 

.. ot:1od o r e co:-~'oincd . ~11. .. t uo h a ve !:lore i s a deacr1ption 

of t . eir c ontents undou'otedly. The ei5h t ? hY3ic:il writings 

of .'.rietot le are : (1) Phys i ca , ( 2) De Co.c lo , (3) De 

Gc nerutione et Corruptionc , (; ) ~ctco r iloGi oa , 5) ~c 

:: incr ... 11·ous , (6) ~c i> l [..nt is , (7) : iator ia :.n1=- lium, 

( 8) Do . .nion . 

~l ••• or , 7heo locy . :Ll cuer~ ~pp~rcntly :u..kea no di 3tinc t ion 
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Je\'1ish philos opher s clearly dist in;;ui 3!1 bot-:.een the s e tiVO 

terms . For t ho , os t part , t he y ~o nccived t hem to oe 

ident ica l in scope. 

52 ••• see also "Reshit 1!ok!ncll ," p . 53 . These t hree dcfin1r.1ona of 

' et physic a c orr,espond to :..riotot le' s throe ·.n..y s of 

dofinig =-et aphysics, uhi ch are res t ~ ted , in p~rt , by other 

Je~ish ph iloso hers , including !...a.i o onideo. The f irst 

corresponds to , r iatotle's deocr i p t ion of it a s t he e c ienee 

wh ich deuls \Tith "being qua oe ing--oot h wlu:t it i s, end 

the a ttributes ·,nich belong t o it qu .:. be ine; ." The se cond , 

to h i !l descrip tion of it .. a including the p rinc i p les of 

:!la t hematica , Log ic o.nd Physics. The t h ird , t o h is 

do acri J tion of it .:.e t h e ac ience which de · ls n i th "aor-1e ­

thintS which i s eter n a l r..nd i ~ ov;;.ble a n d sep2. r ~·ble . 

{ from body) 

53 ••• Sce Index of oooks . 

51. ••• Th :. s .:; i ves u s n interc s t i ,.e; insi&ht into t he :iostility 

.1hi ch r.ieta:phJ,•a i c ~ l spc ..:ula I.ion encounte rea i n - t.J Cle r : ' s 

tine . ·a 1oon i de o , i n h i s "Guide ," dcvotc o a whol e cho.pter 

t o t he r e~oon e ·.m:, :_etephy a i co c e.nnot be n_de popu l....r . 

l:c .:; ives f ive reasons ;;hy it is undesir.:.b lc "to ins t r .1c t 

t:10 nu_t i t ·.1!c in pur e lletapilyo ics . " (Gui de , l, 34 ) 

55 • • • Guide , 11, 11. 

56 ••• · uoted frorn .:e n ry -:::.l tc r , "Shen Tob Ben Joseph Palqucr t. , 

.1 1s Trea t i ce Of 1 :<10 :)rea:n , " J • . • ~ . :;e•,- Se ries (7 o l. I , 

19 10- 11 ) '?_.,.,,._ 
5 ? ••• i ui d , ~-"S"• 
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58 ••• Trea ti se Of The Dream, P a r t I I, Ch. · 2. 

59 ••• Guide F or The Perplexed, I, 34. 

60 ••• Gui de II,27; III, 51. 

61 ••• E thics I,8£f. 

6 2 ••• See Index of books . 

63 ••• The Classification Of Sciences In :.!edieval J e wi sh 

Philos ophy, H.u.c. J ub ile e Volume , pp . 263- 315 . 

6 4 ••• Se e Grt.br.)un: Di e Geachi chte de r Schola sticaan Lethode, 

I I, p ,30~ 

65 ••• Rmunoh Ramah 11, I ntrod uction, p . 45. 
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/,verroea, J..bul Wo.lid ;!uh~ ed i bn 1.hce ci ib:1 R1,ohd . i.r obi ~.n 

philooopher of the tr.clfth c e ntur y; born a t Cor dov a 

in 1126; ied in 1198 . Although a ·prolif ic writer 

on Philoso'Ph Y and Uedio ine, hia chi,ef i mnortance is 

cs~ col!lIDentator uu on the worko of ! r 1stotle . 

Expounded by She m Tob Ben Joseph !'o lquera , -:·h o 

in:Jerts lenst hy e:ttr ~c ts f r oc HVcrr-oes in hia J Ooks , 

t he • :oreh R&.- :·orch , • the •Hanbagat.h ha - Guf · ·eha­

Ne 'Dhesh , • e.nd t he •Se fer h.e.- La ' a.lot; . " 

.Avicenna . Phys i <.: h :.n and philosopher of not e ii born c.t 3 okht.. r a , 

in )80; diod in 1037. Ri a works, which r;erc orot.1t;h t 

to Spui n about 100 yeo.re after tho 'L r pui>licntion , 

exe r t ed g reE.. t influence upon Jewielll t h ought i n the 

: i dd le :.gee . ~r1ts chief MOd i c ~ l publ i c a tion is the 

•cc.non ,• n cotr.plcte ayotec. of m:edi c inc , ,,h : ch \7LS 

WJed Le ~ bi.t ide in Euro~e ~n univc roitiea f o r five 

ce,ntur i c s . ral c.uc r ~ , .. h o rco rds f s:,cl oloc:, i: s ~n 

introduc tion to 1·ctt.p}lysics , i s a t :r..i.e rdhcrent o!" 

.,· ziccnnr ' s Pa:,cholocy . "Hcve co1 ·raizt n ee of .:o urself 

.. nd you h: ve c o&niz:nce of your tt•ker . F" l quer t.. 

sa:' s of h i m: '' . v iccnnc ' s ·., orks ,ir r c :-:cct , but i n cor.­

.r,r chcnsib lc 1.o those w1f~.J:1i lit r w :i t.h Loc i c ." i: ii-oni ­

dc :.i Bt:,s of h i m; " Tile ·.-;01 :.s of .. ·.; ccnn, , :.. lthou,). 

1..isti110 u1:.;:1ca 'oy t.oler · b _c c cu r : cy • s rrnll · n i>y 

su.,lciy of spcculz;.t.ion, c.re ncYci'the less infu=ior t o 

~j;:ose f . u ::asr .' lfu r u bi; they c..re useful , iiowever, 

.:.nc dcner •e to be ctud ie4 . 11 
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Euclid . Greek cco~eter; f lourished in the f ourth century n.c. 
lie 1a ment ioned, pe rh~p o for t he first time in ttebrer;· 

liter::.turc , by Ro.bbi J.brahwn bti.r r.i yy1t (d . 1136) 

Gttlen. Gree:, phyaich.n c.nd philos opher. 'Born at e rgamua , 

!"ysit , about 1 31; d ied about ~oo. Eclipsed by those 

of J.riatotle, Galon' s philosophi cr-1 works were no t 

h eld in hieh esteem by the Jews . ~·a1 oni r"es cites 

t her4 on ly -.-hen tho:, c-re in c ccord,. nee .;i t h h i s orm 

v i e·,-.e , GD f or i n stcn ce , TTi t h recii rd to the i n:possi­

:>ili ty of . ovinG the eternity of ,.., ttcr (.·orci: 

:· ebuch1o 11, 15 } Once he ecve::rc ly c:-it 1c 1zc$ .,;_ len, 

declu-in.t; th. t outs ide t he field of : ed 1._ 1ne 1.0 ie 

no ... uthori ty . (Pirke I.:oshc nv) Pt..l c..uera ~lso 

sh o·.1s sl i ght r o0pect for " en' s ph ilos ophy, dcclE.r{ng 

th· t in h i s l c ter ye a r s the t:re a t phye ici,..n •,rrote a 

,ork betr,yi nc ignor ance of Physics . (Sepher ~am­

ne iKx.e sh , P• 33 ) See p .19 of thie the s i s . 

Halevd, Judc.h . Spcnish philo--oph cr and J:e brer.- poet; born c t 

. oledo , s out ilc1·n ... cs tillc , in t h e l~ot c_u....rter-. of the 

clcvor ..... ..:cn tury; died in t h e Orient t..~tcr 1140 . 

P.a- ~:ncid , ... ::r.ucl. (S~ucl i 'c- Levi Jose-oh I bn l!t...:;del.;.) Spanish 

~o rC: ov~, 933; d ied at Gr anc.d;; , 1055 . 

::a:,-:;uj , Jud~ b . : a v id. (. °Ju Zee:~;; 1· i: .h ·:cilyu Hm r ud) ;:,"'' ni sh-

.::i.xt.ct d a t e of de ... th w1:.11own . ::nom1 s t h e f :: t ,c.: of 

s~ i .:ntifi c ~ebrew urw::.-t.r . 
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Hippocra tes. Greek pr.,ysic i ~n ; orn in Cos, ~60 3 . C.; died 

~t . .o.rissa i n ~hessc ly ~bout 360 J .C. lli:.d 

e;r cLt influenco ;;.,nd reput a tion in Liddle .q~c s 

a.r.ong learned ::oeleoe and .Jews , which inorot.sed 

as h ie ~or ks beca.ne better kno,m by trc.nol £t1on. 

: a i c onic?eo ca lls hirn O"N~•~il Ul1',, hes d of 

t.be physic i ans. ~nllcd ".'.bukrut " in J r a bic . 

Bis inedicul principles exerted r deep influe n ce 

upon t he trect ment of di sea ses ar:iong the Jews . 

Ilm E zra , Abrehcan. ~cho l ~r .,nd qriter; bor n in 1092 or 

109 ~ ; died Jat1 . 28 , 1167. ~r ote Bi blio~l 

c oliJ!\ent~riea ~nd exege :is , ~ book on r e l ig ious 

philosophy ,cr l l ed "Ye soo J.:ore h , " works on 

Ka t he n&tics , •• s t r onorn:, , nd . stroloi.;:, . . lao 

wrote uoetry . 

I bn Zzrb , ~oses. Sp c.nish philosopher , linguis t, noc t; born 

vt Granade abou t l C?O; d i ed ...f'ter ll38 J rel~tive -
of / .br .. h t.m I bn .3::r E. r. nd pup i l of ! s&c.c l bn 

a,yyat . 

I bn Gabi r ol , Solomon bcn Jud r.11 . Kno\-m 1.l s o n s 1~v 1cebron . 

Spani sh -:,oe t , phi lo:io"Oher, mor . list ; bor n in 

: ·0 1 .. 'bc o.bout 1021 ; d ied in Va lene i o nbout 1058 • 

.,L lled by Graetz t he "Jel7ish Pl a to , 11 ~nd by 

Stcinschnc idcr, " t he noa t or i g in:: l ph iloooph i c:::.l 

\TI' i ter ~.mong t h e Jcwo o.nci Ar abs . " 

I bn Gayy.:-.t , I s Cl::!C . Spanish r clrn i , 3 i bli .. c.l . orir·c n t~ t o:- , 

-,h ilo :::.ophcr : r.d li t ur (;i " .. 1 -.oct ; bor n : t Lucen c> 

i n 1 030 ; d i ed t Cort o7~ in 1oe9 . 
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Ibn Gcyy~t , judell ben i saac. SpU1i s h T2 l mud ist ~nd Hebrew 

p oet of t he twelfth century. 1.s c. p oet he we e held 

in g r e a t ceteeo by j ud~h He.l ev i, who c omposed f'our 

p oeCl.8 in hi s honor. 

Ilm Jan@, Jonah. Grea t est Eebrew philologis t of the Li ddle 

J..ges; born a t Cordova between 985 and 990; died 

at S nr ~ ossa in the first hal f of t he eleven t h 

ce ntury. ~1so bec&me ~ skillful peysic i an. 

I areeli , Isc..ac.ben Solocon . AJ'ricvn phys i cic.n 1,.nd ph i l osopher ; 

b orn in Egypt before 832 ; died in Kairow~n , Tuni3 , 

9 32 . -.,tud icd Ha tur' • l Hi s tory , ::e di c ine , -t t hem ... t i c f 

.Astronomy. Reputed t o be one r:ho knew • 1 1 t he 

s e,en sciences . ~ontcm1>o~·c r y of S:;.o.o it C: on • 

.. •rote o. t7ork on th <' e l er.cnt s , "Sephcr 1:::- : esodo t , " 

a med i c u l and philosophic ~ 1 ···or lc -:.-hich h e t rea t P 

::.ccor d 1nc t o the i de t.& of . . r i ::toilc, ::i JJl>O r tes 

·.nd Ga len . 

Ki1nhi , David . (ReDcit) French t;r· cm...r h .n; born i n l:u r bon."'te , 

1160 ; d ied t here 1235. You ll{;e s t s on of Jose ph 

Ki mhi nnd b ro t her of ~oses Kinhi. ·:/e l l vers etl i n 

3 i bli c i..l c o::,...1c n t ~-t ies nd 

Kinhi , :.:oscs 'Jen Joseph. (Re~~alC) Co:n: ,en t a tor un~ &T fu'1l11'1C.r ir;.n; 

o lde r .>.roti;,_1.· ·...nd t ~t.c:,c :: of Dc.v irl 1{'.1:bli. 'Pr esu.w-

·_b l :, lived to:;ether ·.-, it}l h i s f c t h c r .!nd brother 

in ::a r bonne, ; nd nus t h,•ve died bout 1190 . 



l!air.:ooides , •:osos ben . (Rru:ibw1) Tal?.ludist , :;>h iloaophcr , , strono­

nc ~ , )hy3 i c i cJl; born . t Cordovc L&.rch 30, 1135; 

d icd ... t .'.:a. iro Dec . 13, 120,i . Unreservedly con:;trued 

thcolo::;y ... s ; ·etup~o ico . 

Plato. Gre a t / ,t ilenian ph iloo o oher ; born i n 427 3 . C . , utd lived 

to the uce of eiGhty. His lite r ...ry ~ctivity extends 

over the first ho.lf or the four t h century. 

Ptolemy. Celc·or r. ted oo.tben&tic i cn , astronot!lc:r :...nd Geog r ... pher . 

native of 3gy~ t . Pl~cc of birth uncertc in . 

Pythagora s . ~e t l pereon,.l i ty surrounded b y rnyt h end legend. 

3orn in arnos , ~robably in t he l st h~lf of the 

cixt~ century 3 . C . Dcv c lon e d tne ~yst i ~· l s i de 

of the Greek religion. Pyt~r;.eore:rns -;;ere nr e cu i ­

ncnt in the ir applic" tion t o the :problc:ns of s c i enc~ 

purticul· rly of l'u3ic , J.'. .. tne:::1" ti cs , Lcd i c inc , . nd 

a.atronony ,----and of nh i l oeo-Jh,y. 

Saad ia ben Jos~nh. (Sn ' id a l - .Fr :rJUr~i } Guan of -urL - nd ..'.'ounC:c r 

of sci ent . fi~ c t ivit y of Jud~ i om ; oorn in Jila z , 

upper bgy-p t , 892 ; d ied :. t .3urr... , 9 •14' . J.i'ier ?hilo , ------- 'th e ,. irst Gre:. t , ri t or ~n p ost-Bi olic a l Jud t. i o:n. 
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Oocoentary On The ~ishna, by lw i monidea. Finiohed in 1168 , in 

l.rabio , undor t ho title of •s1r~j.• (Illu:ninc.tion ) 

Its object is (1) to fccilit~tc the study of the 

Talcud, which had become difficult through its 

diffused diaouesione , t hrous}l the interpolated explu.­

nntions ot the ueonim, and throt1gh t he commont a.rtea r£ 

or a la predeces aora, uhich were not a l waye pertinent 

to the aubJectJ (2 ) to determine the ritsht p1·a,t. : '!e 

( Halaoha) from the confusion of d iTers e ~rgumente ; 

(3) to detine hia position by short but cpmprehcns1Te 

explW'lction of words and things . 

Ethica, 1' j'" <, 1 , by Aristotle. Ariatotle t7as lrnom1 to the Je-;-;c 

or the t:iddle .' ,;es a s an ethica.l writer . Th i s 

is the "::th icu-1 Lette r " found a.aong the ethice l 

epistles of the phys ician .. 11 1.bn Rodhw • {contc ined 

in al-!.a r izi' a transla tion i n "Debo.rim .. tti~ i m," 

ed ited by 3cn j ucob ) Pnl quer.:.. 1~eproduces t h is 

"letter of . ristotle " in t he .3E~ ph c r Hrum,cb: .tcsh . 

li4.achoth :lav 1,lfas ,b31>K :l.. ~ .1\ I ~ )i\ , (,.lso ce.lled u->epher 

Ha- Ee.l a ch ot . '' ) by ... c.boi I::; _a c ·o. Raboi .Te.cob .;;.lfaei • 

. shortened f on:i of t he TaIDud i n t he languc:..,;e of the 

~: ishna a nd Gemarah {He b re:v and ;.rnaaic). In three 

vo:u..~es. {l ) 3eracaot and ~oed, (2) ~oshio , inclu­

i ni; ?.uli11, (3 ) ltezik in, and _p art of Kodos:11:n. 
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l.tah lhe-acha r Ha-fevab, ,.1E,;1 ,n}U1J ill>, "Wha t Comee J..f'ter 

r.ature." J. commentary on Aristotle 's "J.:et e.phyaics: 

by 1.-~erroes. This t.'f.s translated under the same 

title by Kalonymoue b. Kalonymoue i n 1314. 

This may be wha t Pa l quera ho.a r e ference to on 

p . 147 of the Sepher riammeba.kesh . Ot her transla ­

tions were made by ltalonymoue of J.verroes ' 

commentaries on the 110rganon, " ( I'~) il ) the 

"Phyeica , 11 
( 11<,;, ) and t he trea t ise s •.ne Caelo, 11 

"De Generu.tione et Corruptione ," r..:eteorilor;icc., 11 

-The Soul ," and "The Le t ter On Uni on . " 

C1bcho.r 1 appni-nin ,o~J~J !J,l ""\ll~l), "The Choice of ? ee.rle. " 

&'.l id to h a.ve been written by . abbi Solomon b . G~b­

rie l in t.rabic, and t renelated into uebrew ~Y 

Rabbi Judah bar Saul ibn Ti bbon. .'.nd oo:1e a scribe 

i t t o .ta bbi Yedcluy a P.appnimi. If so , it wa s 

compos ed in ~.ebrew 1.LI1d not in . r a ·o1c , \'Tith which 

t he l a tter wa s un c quainted . I t cont:, ins short 

e t h ic~l tea chings froM t he ~ or ks of the pr e v i ous 

philoooph er s r egardine the c onduc t of :nan ~nd 

the d evclo?□cnt of s ood qu li t i en • 

. 1i shne:1 Torwi , i' "'\ I J\ i\ .JU/~, of . a i monide s . "Re l igions Code , 11 

completJd in the year 1180 . ,..n encyclopedic 

collect i on of 7al mud ic mat ~rial, classifying ~11 

de t :.:. i l s unde r t he i r a.p!) ro :;,ria t e he.:..dinss , and 

sho,-ri ng ho,,.- tile Tal mud i s bas ed on the J ible . 

r 'J I { '. I 
' 
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t:oreh Kebu chim, D ~ ~ I 3J il "'It 1), "Guide For The Perplexed," 

of .1..air.onides . 1~ r elig i ous and philoeo:phioe l ,., ork 

conplctcd ~bout 1190 . Of i mport ance not only r or 

Judaism, b ut for t he history of ·h i losoyby in the 

1.:1ddle ! gos gener ally. 

Sepher Harrikmah, i1l>f "'" ,~6, by Jonnh ibn Janah. Written 

in .t.r abic and transla ted into !!ebr ew by 11t-o, i 

Judah ibn Tibbon. J. book of lebr ew Gr u l1!1.....r , 

d ivided into chap ters . 

Sepher Ho.ahoroahim, 0 9 "1"\ tll il , ., 6, by Jonah 1 bn "anah ( also 

oc lled J onoh be.:._l ~ak.kenofa i m) 

Hebrew roots in .. r a b ic. 

book of a ll the 
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