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INTRODUCTION

In giving 2 presentation of the ideas
contained in a book such as the Sepher Hammebakesh, the
greatest difficuliy encountered is in the arrangement of the
materizl, so as to avoid thec danger of too frequent rcpetition,
Thus the division of the content of this thesis into various
chapters is necessarily somewhat arbitrary, since the second
chapter which deals with the contents of the book may in
places znticipate the third, which dezls with the ideas of
the book. However, we shzll try as far as possible, in the
second chapter, to be concerned merely with a description
of the contents of the book, pointing out as we go zlong
the historical writings and authors implicitly or explicitly
alluded to by Palguera, and any other relevant date of
interest and significence. The third chepter will be
devoted to a consideration of the gener:l thought of the
period within which Palguera lived, his own plcce within
the scheme of medieval Jewish philosophy, and then of hie

ide.s =8 expressed in the Sepher Hemmebokesh.

The Sepher Hammebekesh is based
upon &n attempt to harmonize philosephy or reeson with
revealed religion, & task to which llaimonides before
Palquere hed set himself. In tracing the development
of this basic idez in the Sepher Hammebszkesh, we shall
heve to take up in detril, therefore, the various

subordinste ideas whiclL are expressed, such ze& the
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problem of faith znd reeson, ihe interpretation of the Sible,
ideas zbout the soul, ethics, the classification of the

sciences, the value of the sciences, etc.

It would be interesting, if time permitted,
to make 2 comparative study of the Sepher +crmebakesh with
the works of those philoBOphicaJ‘and scientific authors
from whom Palouerz received his lmowledge &nd hig idezs,
especislly the "loreh liebuchim® of isimonides. sor
indeed, Frlcuecre is profoundly indebted to Maimonides, oznd
to those irzbian vhilosophers through whom the Jristotelicn
philosophy was made accessible to medievel thinkers. However,
neither the limitations of this thesis nor the scholcetic
gtteinments of the writer permit of such .n exhzustive
cveluetion and compuarison. Levertheless, we shcll try to
indicste @8 we go 2long the source of zny perticulcr idea or
theory. 1In &z grect r&ny plcces Palquers himself refers us
to some zuthority for the subject matter which he presents,

in sddition to his owvn views.

The writer has found the work of preparing
this thesis enjoysble end stimulcting, if =t times rzther
tecious beczuse of the gre:t :mount of hzek-work involved
in the transletion, +he tesl: of :nelyzing the idesns of
the book, too, wzs mede somevhotl difficult by the frct of
ite zrrongement into 2 series of involved :nd intricote
dizlogues, so thit ¢t times it was hurd to distinguish
wvhether Pelcouerz wes giving expression to his own iders

-

or to the idess znd beliefs of his opponents. lievertiheless, the
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writer feels thet he has geined some Xnowledge of the aims
and methodology of medievel Jewish philosophers, os well as
the stimulus for further study in this field.



wifes

TEE LIFE /1D WORKS OF SHEM TOB BEN JOSEPH PALQUERA

The thirteenth century, the century
into which Palguera wes ®Worn, is generslly considered to
heve been the most criticc:l and the most unenlightened
in the whole of Europezn history. It wzs choracterized by
& constent antegonism cmong the various nections in regerd
to foreigm policies, and by the prevelence of slmost
barbaric standards im political and domestic institutionms,
This wi:s due in the main to the supremacy of the Papacy
(since ¢.1200) under the guiding rule of Pope Innocentlll,
The Roman Church held the messes under its tyrannous sway,
stifled free thought and resesrch, and through the method
of the Inquisition hunted down and persecuted the dcvotees
of recson:znd inquiry. Those who dercd to cuestion the
infz211ibility of the Romzn Church were branded end punished

s heretics.

The Jew ezpeciclly, since he rcpresen-
ted o minority group, wac made the perticuler objcct of the
hetrcd of the Church. Innocent 1II wes ¢ bitter enemy of
the Jewc, and dideverything within his power to brozden the
gocial clezvage between Jews and Gentiles., /.t the beginning
of the thirteenth century we hear of frequent trials of the
Jews of the Provence during the crusedes against the .lbigen-
ses, (1209-1223) The yellow badge wic made corpulsory by the
fourth lateren council (1215) and the Inguisition was intro-

duced :gerinet heresy.
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In spite of this persecution, however,
there wee considersble literery and intellectucl,ectivity
emong the Jews,.perticularly in Spcin. Here the tradition
of learning in literature and in the sciences continued,

/. general rezction began to menifest itself towards the
middle of the thirteenth century among the Talmudists

to the study of philosophy and the theories of ‘zimonides

in perticuler., The study of philosophy &nd the promulga-
tion of Maimonides' views wes feared by the snti-lHeimoniste
to heve en unfortunate effect upon Judeism end its cdherentis.
The struggle was brought to an issue, unfavorcble to
philosophy, by Solomon ben .brazhem of lontipelier, who
informed the Inquisition zbout the philosophicel writings

of lzinonides &s hereticel, which in turn caused laimonides'

works to be burned publicly in Frovence.(1l2:3)

This struggle between the Tulmudists and
the philosophers charzcterized the intellectucl stete of
the Jewry into which Shem Tob ben Joseph Pulquerz wee born,
ond in which he was destined {0 play so prominent 2 part.
Lalter ssye of him, "Shem Tob ben Joseph Pzlcuere was not
z creetor. 3But he reflects better than his contemporcries
the scientific cspirations of the Jews of his time.l
Little is reclly knowm of Falcuer:s':z priv: te life. EHis
birthrlace wis proboably one of the provinces on the Franco-
Iberisn border. OCtill less is known of his ezrly child-
hood, his family life, end his early educuation. Nor have
we wny specific record of his birth, although he ie

2
gencrelly assumed to have becn borm in 1225, He seens to
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heve remeined unmarried throughout his whole life. The
exact dete of his dezth is unknown., We last hear of him
in a debate between the llaimonists and the anti-liaimoniata.3

By nsture Palqueres was of & modest
disposition, retiring, contemplative, and somewhzt of &
dreamer, lie wzs both poetic and philosophiczl im his
inclinations, secking solcce in BiblicedA z2nd Telmudic study,
end ir Greek and /rebic speculation. I'¢e had no desirec to
become famous.‘ He was apperently of ¢ vegabond disposition,
having no fixed sbode but wandering sbout from pleoce to
ploce, ond we do not Imow that he ever held « public position.
Prom his poetry we guther thut he w. s well-acquainted vith
poverty,5 yet he felt thet riches end devotion to leecrning
0 together. Ilis scanty needs he s.tisfied in various ways;
he derived & little income from his patrizony. IHe mey have
practiced medicine, (cs we can infer from his tremendous
knowledge of medicine) but had very little regord for the
rhysicizns of his timc.s Zrom &£l1) the preceding, however,
it is not to be inferrec that Falquers was z drezry ascetic.
e wes saved from this extreme by his devotion to the
teachings of Judeaism, as well &£s the /ristotelisn theory

of the golden meen in conduct. FHe regerde earthly happiness

zg worthwhile, yet only -8 & me:ns to uplift the soul.

In his philosophicel thinking Fzlguer:
meLe no effort to be on irmovétor, mor w:is the tendency of

the Jewish literary esctivity of his time 2 crective onec,

"y

or the most part he follows lizimonides and the /frcbiun /1L

vhilosophers. 1In Lis "Reshit Holmzh" &nd Tsorai Higgasyon®

B

-

ne tells us that he is not getting forth cny original /‘m‘} el
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doctrines of his own, "but merely bringing together the
teechings of the greatest philosophers and scholers, to stir
up the leggsrd and indifferent, and guiding aright the induse
trious and the zezlous."™ 1Im £ll of his books he constantly
exhorts man to serious study ond speculation. This is
especiglly his advice in the Sepher Hammebakesh. In one

pelce tells usg % go forth, according to the day znd the
L, ot N '-*“‘“4(

'/, /timel JAiné'be quiet, and do not live in tribulation. .‘nd

7 .
grow wiser during thy life among the scges." /And agg}nzrvfiéfff

"In quire into wisdom ond know Justice =nd times; althouﬁli-/‘__;?.
you nay be et the end of deys end time. ./nd let thy heart

" inquire into understending, though hosts of perplexities

may be rooted there,"

Te mey epitomize zll of Feslquers's
worldly cmbiticns into ¢ single idea: "to live a holy life,
to purify the will and to perfect character, to surrender
oneself to study and contemplztion in order to crrive through
this diccipline to the ultimcte truthes of metephysices, and
to vtt:in to thut stzge of humcn perfection in which, eccorde-
ing to medievul belief, the humen spirit becomes purt of the
divine gpirit, ond the finite is merged into the 1nfin1te."8
Thus ir Pelquerc's own words; "to search out cyerything that
is true,ldeair:ble} catabliehéagand plezscnt, end to wezken
the zrdor of youtgful pacgion which is like =z floring fire;

nd to drive back the strenge coul from the idol, so thet

gy SN
the retionzl fector night be enn:-bled to stcnd on gmerde-
to keep weteh at the pgrtesof wisdom, and to serve the

fod who crccted it; cnd to serrch out peace for my hcart
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rether than much speech, which is ¢ wearinees to the flesh
end ¢ tribulation and @ sigh to the soul; nnd to serve the
Lord with glndness; ~nd to close the eyes from seeing evils
and to shui the ears from hecring = word waich is vein; und
to rest the heart from grievous thoughts ond disguieting
meditat.ions."9

We come now to & considerution of
Palqueraia literary zctivities. Lazlter call him the most
learned J&wiah author of his time because of his comand of
the works of the Arsbic nuthors, ani his knowledge of every
oronch of Jewish lea'ning.lo His writings coound in quotztdons
from the Bible, the Talmud, /ristotie, TNzimonides, and the
Arevic philoscvhers, According to l:ilter, Graetz, who other-
wise nnkes short shrift of him, desoribes him rs n "living
encyclopediz of the sciences of his d:y, trustworthy on zny
tonic on which information m.y be rcquired.'ll e wos ecger
to populurize his knowledge rmong his contcmporaries, snd
he nchicves this throush the medium of & clear style =nd =
forceful expression. In order that his vooks might be more

widely recd und understood by the masscs, he wrote in Hebrew

/('Pﬂ insteud of in frnbic, the literary languige of the duye.

> ,3,‘ Palguera wrote sixteen vooks in #1l, four of which have been
Ve 40, 0
!{ aj- lost, und three of which are accessivle only in manuscripts
¥ e
“[ tatada (1) VIR AAMIDL MNP masay ) thin .ma?m,li
A ~La trectisc in verse on the coatrol of the body :nd soulj
, ’ L B N
17, '(’ . (2) 96'pil MIAR, - cormpilrtion of ethierl sentiences;
R A P g e ¥
A A (3) |'A*R 9%, drnling with resignetion :nd forti-

‘/Li ‘3/0';5— tude under misfortune; (lost)

'
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(4) ‘l'\3‘i\ .n'!»w. The Scroll Of Remembrance; (lost)

(5) MIDYIN AN, 2ook Of Dispute, & dizlogue between
en orthodox Jecw end & philosopher on the harmony betecen
philosophy «nd recligion, being on attempt to prove that
not only t e Bible but the Talmud as well is in perfect
cecord with philosophys

(6)ppoN N* WA, The Beginning Of Wiedom. Trezts

of the morsl duties, (giwing the so-czlled ethicel
epistles of /ristotle) of the sciences, znd of the
necessity of studying philosophy. Falcuera tre:ic here

of the philosophy of Plato end Aristotle;

(7) .nlljbﬂ 7190, Book Of Degrees, = syst.matic
presentetion of ethics, treating of the vcrious degrees
of human perfectiong

(8) U?Jbﬂ 2790, Book Of The Seeker, & survey of humen
inowledge in the form of rhymed prose interspersed with
verse. Thies work is z remodelling of his "Reshit Hokmeh,"
(9) oo i1den MIIN. The Knowledge Of The Philocophers,
‘onteining Aristotle's "Physics" end "ketzphysics"
sccording to the interpretction of .verroes;

(10) w94 1906, 3o00- Of The Soul, = psychoclogicel
trectise cccording to the Arubicn peripetetics, especiclly
fvicenna;

(11) MPA AP, Guide To The Guide, & cormentiary to
the philoegophicel pert of Leimonides' "Loreh Bebuchimg™
(12)D*"N MNP 190P D’(‘J'?B, "ragments Prom The

Book Of"The Fountain Cf life," =z trancution of Cabirol's

philosophy from . rebic into Hebrew, thus saving for
13
Judeism the credit for Gabirol's philosophy;
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(13) W19, 4 Commentery on the Torah and other
3iblicsl books, especielly Proverbs. In this cormentery
Falguer:s mukes use of srictotelisn thought in interpreting
the Bidle; (lost)
(14) VYT 796, an interpretetion of Haggadic passages
in the Bible; (loat)14
(15]013"11 NIFAR, legter Of The Dream, mentioned in
Palcuera's "loreh lHaz-loreh." The name is misleading.
This is not reslly & treatise on the dresm, but rrther
on ethical conduct, which was inspired by « dream;lb
(16) 1 NIOP, & letter in defense of the "lorch
I'ebuchim", which h:d been nttacked by severcl French
rcbbis in the yecr 1290. The lzet known work of
Palquert.ls
FPalquera tells us in his "Iggeret
Ye-Vikuach" (p. 18) of severcl books he contemplaies writing,
#nd gives us :n outline of their proposed purpcse znd contents.
In the Sepher Hummebakesh he enumer:tes seven of these workss
"bietetice Cn Body .nd Soul," "The letter Cf Reproof,"
" The 2clm of . ffliction,"" The Scroll Cf :emembronce, ™
“The Book éf Dispute,” "The Beginning Cf Wisdom,®™ end the
"Jook COf Do recs." o
In his youth Felquer:s wes & prolific
writer of poetry, confeszing himsell to hrve writtem over
twenty-thous:nd lines of verse, only h 1f of which he -rote
dowvn. This predilection for poetry he never cecms to huave

entirely gotten rid of, 28 #£11 of his works contein poems,

rhymed prose end epigrcome, .8 he grew older he came Lo regard
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preoccupetion with poetry a sinful waste of time, zs he tells
us in the Sepher Hammebakeah.la He introduces his last pocem
in this book with the words, " from toduy cnd onwerd I shall
hzve no morc businecs with songs and no portion in poetry.

It is cbout time to seek God that He mey by His mercy teach
me the proper way wnd keep my tongue from evil!lg He =lso

hid & fecility for rhymed prose, & literary chrractericstic

which wes used by the <rabs, znd which influenced the style

——— e ——

¥ centuries. !is books &re full wlso of witty puns znd clever

N
/,\ of meny Jewish writers of the thirteenth .nd fourtecmth

ey ———
Z/'q’fr epigrems. .8 a final outstanding charscteristic of ralquera's

t/ (1 style we mry mention the sincerity and enthusissm which is
|h, \

fx;nanifeat in ©ll of his writings.

-
My
i Z,J

Valter points out thot it is difficult

| fl UV to give & fuir estimete of Felcuera's influence upon his
conterporaries ond upon luter generrtions. However, the foct
thzt so runy of his works were preserved while ¢ gre:t meny
other writings of the thirteenth century were lost is =
significant indicetion, Turtherrore, there tre r:ny citations
from .nd #llusions tec his works in other writers, cnd the
medievel scholestics translezted ruch of his philosophy into

5 20
latin,
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11
&Y /NALYSIS OF THE CONTENTS OF THE SEPHER HLAMMMB/AKESH

The structure of the book is somewhut
urususl, being cast into only two distinct divisions,
instead of the conventioncl chapters, which one should expect
to find in £ book of such grect length. The first part is
celled theQ IWRAN NAVARD AN, ( these words arc not
uged but we infer them from the hcading to the second part,
The second part is czlled O'INART NVANN *OIIAT,. (.20
In the second part, Palguerez tells us, he will hzve no more
to do with poetry ~mnd songs, but will devote himself seriously
to the sezrch for God.(p.87) Thus the style of the second
pert is not based upon poetry, rhymed prose ond epigrems to
the extent which churrcterizes the first part. The book is
cust into the forrm of & di:logue beiween 1 young secker
.nd verious clesses of individucls from 211 of the mgjor
occupetions cné intellectuzl pursuits of life. IHe cecks to
discover from them whit constitutes m.n's highest rim in life,
end in whet menner thie crn be cchieved, - holdz -converse
in turn with & rich min, an z2thelete, en crtisan, & physiciin,
-1 §qﬂsid. 2 groemericn, ¢ poet, an orthodox men, | (belicver)
u;d u philosopher. ..t the tdvice of the philosopher, he
studies .1 of the prepuratory sciences, nazmely Arithmutic,
Geometry, Optics, Astronony, lusic, logic, Fhysics,(Natural
Science) and none of these furnish cn znswer to his question.
They were tll necessary, he discovers, s steps or disciplines
in the quest ~fter ultimatc truth; they pointed out the way

but they 7:ilcc of th meselves ito bring true knowledge to mcn.
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Then he scecks out & metephysician (theologian) znd investi-
gates with him the foundation of zll things. After studying
‘ith the metaphysicien for three yecrs, the latter counsels
him ot his departure to avoid earthly things and to schieve
union with God through the exercise of intellect or recson.

It mey be noted here thst the subject metter of the Sepher
Hammebekesh is prosented in & more concise form in Palcuera's
"ieshit EHokmah," and is here only reccst into ¢ more els-hor: te

form.

The book opcns with ¢ sidement cs to the
tire it was written and the stste of mind which prompted the
euthor to composc it. e says he conccived the idec of writing
it in the yeer 1263 in the month of Cheshwan. Ile goes on to
tell us that up until now he hid wasted his time in the
writing of £illy and fruitless poctry, but fror now on he will
devote his energies to tﬁe earnest pursuit of knowledge, =
Loritz David points out thet in renlity Talcgucra hed begun
this sotudy of the sciences much ecrlier th:n he would hiuve us
believe, since he hid by this time zlresdy written his
Aeshit Hokmch andagie Sepher Ez=-Mrzlot derslirng with the

verious sciences,

Palguers then goes on to describe the
neture of the book i¢nd upon vwh&t principles he wroposcs to
conctruct it. It will be bused upom the principles of the
Torzh, upon poetry, (® in order thet they mey remein in the
heert m.ny deye znd be remembered" p.8 ; upon the works

ef the.intellectu I, «nd "the proverbs of the wice and their

s

-

I
F i1

-lj' '/" J
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wive- soyings." He also tells us thet he will intersperse
throuchout the book meny of the sinful poems which he had
written during his youth, "to serve zs & confession for whA:
has .lready transpired in sinful songs of youth, and us a
repentance for what has teken place in sinful pleasures of
youth." /nd it will include controversizl matters "to seek
out the truth and things that are upright," and "to mazke
straight the way of man and his path, &nd to open the eyes of
. the blind that they may behold the pleas:ntness of Cod and
"4 J( perceive his sanctuary." (p.9)

Then follows r series of ethical observations
in gener:1l, descriving the churscter of the wise tnd »erfe.t
mene In 211 of thesec reflections one :nn ir::e the influence
upon Palcuera's thinking of the Aristotelisn theory of the
middle path or "golden recan" in ethic 1 conduct. Thus he
suys concerning the sceker: "asnd he flecz from extremes and
stands in the middle path. " (p.10) This is followed by a .{5
description of hi: own preoccupation with poetry during his eem—
youth. Ialf of the lines he h.d written he threw away,
and half of them he wrote out, "in order that they may be
‘ delightrul when the heart bucies itself in matters of wisdom."
4L:¢~/£1 Jb have already h:d occ:usion to obsecrve that the book conizins
1 j .})on clmost ev:ry puge of the first part poems from FPalguera's
owrn. collection., Here he gives us also a list of the books he

hed composed prior to the llebokesh, seven in =l1l,

In this scme paresgraph e osre given z2n insight

in.o the physiczl .nd spiritucl conditions of Jewry in his days
-

The hour is crowded znd suyueezed, =nd the hnnd of the n:tioq<>
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OT—the—netion overihelms us. Vo~ mony diszsters tostify

W‘C(qa_i_nﬁ.ua: Zvery men beholds poverty;s time posses and

-
i

Jecomes a wanderer in thafland~ueokihg his food, ¢nd hardship

luris on eviry éide. end from every direction comer violence

"}pnd affliction." The following paragraph gives us =zn interest-

SRR 2 &

ing clue into the character of Palguera, his earnestness, his

//' o f;; profound piety, (despite his rationalistic tendency) and his

-
)

/ ,a»,f,hega the reader to be indulgent with ecny shortcomings. ".nd

-

" mistuXke which may be hidden from me, he shcll not regard it "u(

modesty. He prays to God to suetzin him in this work, and he

¥

I ask of him who studies this booklet thut if he find in it ¢

with melice but with sympathy, and thut he give me the benefi

AR
of the doubt."™ il #lAy 572

. ey 77
VAN el [/ 2 % }f .;—-“

211 this haes been by wuy of introductory
observations. Peolquera goes on to tell us that the work will QF
be cast into the form of = pirzble which shull hsve & profound
messuzge for those who ure tble to interpret it cnd grusp its
signilicance. (p.13) The mzin churacter in tais p.reble will
se & youthful uwecker. The secker is descrived us ecger for
imovledge und wisdon, ilwiys flecing from extremee and
following the middle path, Ispecially si_ nificcnt is the
stateiment thet he accepts nothing on faith, "unless his
intellipgence retifies it." The seeker sets out to investi-
gate the wm S of men, to find the way to ultimale perfection,
"that he mey merit approzch to his Orestor, and sec wherein

e h.s zny volue, and hov man and his form were crerted."

His first interview is «ith » man of wealth.

“tir o somewhrt lengthy description of the self-indulisence,
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the wanton/pursuit of pleasure which charzcterizes the rich in

“is day, (Pelcuera alludes to them by numerous quotations from

;t-gcf Proverbs, /lamenteotions, lLeviticus) the seeker =sks the rich
U -~

——

man: "Why is 21l your effort devoted to accumulate wealth,

end &1l your thoughts to acquire power? Jnd why do you reary th
the pure and upright soul? (p.15) He zdvises him to give up
his meterizl pursuits and to devote himsclf to intellectuul
effort. "Znd you shull meditate dusy and night in God's Torch,
For then you will prosper in your wuys, znd your goings will

be made wise., .fter you huve aequired phycsicanl things, seek

end try to achieve the perfection of the intellectucl soul.®

This provokes the rich men, who berztes the

seeker for his foolishness, and preaches to him on the value

of materi.l possessions =nd the misfortune of poverty.
Palguerr. nakes use here of imegery from the Song 6f Songss

thus he specks of theM*) 1JAI DRV, "the love-azpples give
forth fragrcnce,"” e He zlso pute into the outh of the rich
men poems written Dy him regarding the niseries rttendant upon
7ovcrty.25 Throuzghout the long sp:ech of the rich mn we
get glimpses into the terrible intellectu:l znd spiritucl
conditions which preveil, The secker then rebukes the rich mun
for his mctericlistic attitude. "ind whct more, :fter : 11,
doss z men need in order to e happy out to ezt to his satise
faction, to drink without getting intoxicated, und to dress
ell in c¢old weuther." (;.20) Here we get znother description
of the -onditions of the Jews. "Should the miscrzble Jew be
.:opy whose portion 1BLE§§§EJEFEE§EZEQp90p1e7 .nd should his
wec 1th today ve like the sands of the sea, tomorrow he will

v 1% noked and despoiled. 'ow can one born of Jacob obtuin
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Justice =nd » sguare de:l, when his encmies are his judge

end his lawyers™

The seceker relates a dreum to the rich man
which desls with the miseries which mey result from the posecs-
sion of too much wenlth., The onalysis of the dream hercin
related by ite interpreter is in line with the most modern
theories of the subconscious finding expression in drewus.
Dreaming of walking burcfoot iz the result of wicked deeds;
to drem: that one is hungry and thirsty is the result of
worrying azbout oneta money znd provnerty, etc. 4s = regsult of
the sceker?s interview with the rich nan, he concludes thzat
nothing can be learned from the luatter regerding manls highest
ginm in life, "Yt is immossidle ithut there should be found
smong the cuelities of the rich the guolities of righteousness
and integrity, for the desire of the rich blinds their eyes
to the truth, 2nd their enrs vecomec c:llous to instruction,”
(p.26)

The nest conversation of the secler is with
an sthlete, with no gre-ter success :ut the outcome. <‘he athlete
assertsz the chief purposc of men to be paysical nrovess .nd
bodily strength. All of the s:ckcr's arguvients prove futile,
©11 of nis exiiortutions to cultivate the intellectiuzl ana tae
spiritusl fall on deaf ewurs, "ind to whut cviil is the health
of the 20dy when the soul is sick, snd to wheil purvose is the
gtrength of the dDody when the coirit is werk and is oun the

rozd to destruction?” (9.31)

—

372
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The sceker then turns to the investigation
of the practicecl »érsuits of man, conversing firzt with 2
representative of the practicnl erts, o NIIBR “5}: RN
He advises him as follows: ™Since God has Destowed unon you
wisdonm ond an understunding hewrt, it is not sufficient thet
you uimply work end consume therewith e1l1l the doys of your
life. But devote speciel time to contemplite the works of
the Crentor and “is crestions, znd be diligent in the study
of %is laws and tenchings.® (v.34) The artiscn replies thct
through practical seotivity men uchieves his highest «im and
comcs to know God, reluting 2 parsvle which bears out this
contention. The seeker then propounds to him & series of six
questions reagrding the emact nature of nis work calculsted
to undermine his self-confilence. (p. 37ff) Incidentzlly,
the artisen gives expression to the widesuread belief in
istrology current in his day, nointing out the influence of

]
the v . rious stors over man s telentc oand antitudes.

oy

with the physicicn the seucker foreés no
be@ter. This physicien to +hom he =ddressca aimself is

descrived =8 =z nan vho 1.4 co: plately ruslered the Inmowledge

o

end technicue of ais nrt, =nd who wrs fmous Tor Lids ~bilily
to cure discusez wnd to progmocticate future allmentz, Tter
hearing of the mirsculous powers of this mun, the sceicer is
nopeful thct -t 1lmst he mey find the nswer to his ques.ion
rezgurding n nis nighest im in life. "And the seeker szid to
himself, 'surely he (the physicicn) is sifted =itk prophecy.
.nd if it is indeed witain thc power of this mun to Inow £ll

ror certzin, then this is surely the most iruthful husan
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science, and I'1ll c¢pply myself to it zssiduously.” " (n.41)
The seeker ucoompenies the physicisn on
sever:l visita snd watches him perform zlmost miraculous
cures. Then he puts to him sever:zl very adroit questions
regarding the practice of medicine for which he receives
enswers which do not satisf{y him. The physicicn quotes =
number of suthorities to substantizte his stotements,
/ristotle, Gulen, 2l-Razi, Hippocrates, Pythagorus.zﬁ
The ceeker tells the physicien of having heard thut Galen was
lacking in the true Imoviledge of the secrets of neture, end

27
that in the field of medicine he wzs no authority.

After obteining from him » list of reliabdble
medical booka.eghe seeker propounds tc the vohysicizn {twelve
questions pertaining to the medical art, the amswers to
which throw an interesting light on the medicul knowledge &nd
theories which formed the bseis of this science in Palguera's
time, Herc also we find & number of stitements which reveal
Pazlcuerz'c attitude towurd the ohysicins of the time, their
deceitful practices, their chicznery, etec. "The be:zt of
doctors belong to hell.,”™ "The =zim of this occupetion is to
cure dase, but the doctors use it .s a meins to great
profit." "Therefore one Dystander who s.w these tricks of the
doctor szid, "nothing of the arts of mogic were left to man
vut the art of healing.'®" The .eeker expresses his diszppoine
ment wicth the physician by reflecting thct'just es the
physician does not know the way of life in the womb, so is he

"
un=ble to comprehend the work of the Creztor who is ommiscient
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e then gainz thc cttention of & pious
ven (Hessid) in order to understand "the more precious qusli-
ties." (n.53) 'e are given a detriled description of the
flezwless choreder of the hessid, whose conduct follows the
middle nath, fleeing from extremes, wzlking in the wey of
the upright, and leacrning deeds of nerfection. The ceeker
tells him that he admires his piety and his assiduous dcvotiam
to study, but that he finds him lacking in the greatest
quelity, which ies the queslity of intellect aond wisdom. (p.55)
The hassid is provoked at this, and mecintzins thet perfection
of character and the study of the Toreh are the only requi-
sites. He then goes on to enumer:tte the various tyves of
charecter, laying emphtsis throu .hout on the necessity of
following the middle peth, and elsboraling the verious wuiys
oy which vmerfect chirccter can be achieved, such as modesiy,

independence, the overcomin; of evil inclinstions, et:.
The seeker usks him eight cuestions regerding the soul, ¢
some of which the hassid fuils to give him & sstisfuctor,
reply, (p.G2) He then recommcnds to him & nuuber of cihicel
books for study, the Tor:h, (especizlly Proverbs) Lhe
riobinic litersturc, theD*J*J97 YN 2P, znd the R 6
of Lristotle.zg In answer to & guestion put to him by the
seeker, he enuner:tes four ceuses wanich explain men's
penaviors (1) orgznic structure, (2) envirogmcntal factors,

(3) education, (4) influence of the stars.



From the practicil oceupations of man
the secker now turns his attention to the various mentzl occu=-
petions and pursuits. "And when the seecker was through with
the distinguished in arts which are bound up with bodies,
end considered them insufficient for the nttainment of the
true degrees of spirituzl comorechension, he turned his
attention to the men who are occupied with the intellect,
hoping there t{o discover the true success of man, For vhat-
ever he investigate. in the »receding achievements, he found
thut it disenpears with the destruction of the body, ind
that the becst znd the cnimel have the sume portion." (0.69)
The work of the grammarien interests aim
Eirst.alﬁe berztes the grammsrian Tor his nmeticulous preoccu=-
ation with the deteils of grammutic:l constructiont "Speech
of lipes is in itself =z shortcoming; end what good is the
tool if no work is done therewithn? (v.71) He further advises
hinms "Do not choose beautiful exvpression for their own s:ke.
Mnow thct it is your duty, since you ars versed in the zrt of
lengucge, to endenvor to get =t the bottom of things. TFor
the tongue is the scme czs the tool of the artisan, eond with
it you can reflect upon the works of God, which ure of
marvelloues wisdom, if you m:ke the rttempt." ( 0.71) He
then provounds to the grammarisn six guestions pertiiining to

grzermaticezl rules. ..t his request the grammerian jive: hinm
32
¢ list of relizble zuthors from whom to study. These include

Jonzh ion Jonsh, Sandia, nnd Dovid Kimhi.
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33
The next interview is with a2 poet,

/s im thc czse with the previous di:zlogues, the zeeker

praises the poet for his ceccomplishments, =nd advises him

to perfect his intelligence by occupying himuelf in the "true
scicnces® and fores:iking the vain indulgence in love poems.

The poct resents this advice, and proceeds to expatiate upon
value of poetry in humun affairs. " He (the vpoet) vorzises

the éceds of the philanthrovist und disparasges those of the
misanthrone. IHe revroaches time because it mistrezts the
upright of heart, and vputs mischief in his way." (v.78)

The poet reminds the sceker that noetry hes been the means of
exvressing the loftiezt sentiments in trodition, &nd clludes
to the 1J°SAD NIV, (Deuteronomy 32) the book of rselms,
tne Sonz Of Songs. He then rel.tes a warable which uroves

the influence which poetry and song can wicld in the traons-
forzation of humun character.(pp.79-22) lie then answrrs four
cuestions o the secker in which he definecs the art of poeiry,
cives us the nature of its conatruction, and show. how, througa
the use of imugery, it influences the emotions of men and sets
sefore them the highe 't ideals of conduct, Through thc last
question particularly the seeker puts the noet st & decided
disadvantoge by zsking him why poetry is scid to crecte §llu-
sions in the mindsof men. The poet then enumerztes the
different tyves of noetry: (1) prophetic, in which he includes
the TWY V°¥™ IR(Ex, 15) and the VJ*'3IAN, (Deut. 32) This

ig the highest stage; (2) divinely inspired vpoems, ncmely,
Paslms, Proverbs, Song Of Songs; (3) poems in praise of God.

3nlow these thres tynes come the songs in nraise of men.
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But, says the noet, these "should not come unon the tongue of
2 men of rezson excent in case of emergency." (p.84) .mong
the poets of the third type (voems in nraise of God) he
mentions Solomon ibn Gabirol, Hudah Halevi, lioses ibn EBzre,
sbreham ibn Z:re, Issac ibn Gayyat, Moses ben Kimhi, Judah
ibn Gayyet, Joseph ibn /LDit r.34 ’Kuch of their poutry,

[
however, is not worth reading. (n.€4)

Palquera concludes the first nart of the bLokk
with & long discourse on the value of perfecting the intellect
end acquiring wisdom: "end by secking the truth you may kill
the body, but you will thereby s:ve the soul." (n.86) It is
here thet he tells us he will have no more to do with noetry.
He then gives voice to o long orayer to God, desceribing the
nmiserzble conditions of the country in which he lives znd the
versecutions which befall his fellow-Jews, cnd isking God to
help hic soul to overcome the distrecses under which it is
leboring so that he might finish the work which he his underta-
kon. (D.87f7) This brings us to the second nurt of the book,

the D*IVVIATD MYARF 27T (p,090)

Thue far the secker has been unnable (o
getisfy ais curiosity regerding the highest ci. to which man
;en devote himself., ";nd it came to wzss when the seeker had
;oncluded ais inguiry into the v=rious interests of man whose

ims he hzd inveutiguted, he beheld th:t they did not reach the
desired suc.ess, thiut is, the succees of truth, for he did not
mari: them to ve of the nighest {ype. Ye disccrned that zll

50 Lheir deeds were only nrepsrations and steps through which
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to zscend to the true success--which is knowledge. Then he
inguired and sezrched and wusked cagerly: 'in what knowledge
can this success be found? TWhence does it come snd where is
its place? ind in which science is its nature made clear? '®
(pe90)

His first disvute is with & traditionalist

35
or believer, The seeker relates to him the disillucionment

he h.s experienced in his »receding interviews, and ths believer
sgsures him that the recl nurpose of man is "to study the
Torah and to medit=te thercin day znd night." (».91) He then
indicates the various beliefs or dogmas which cre implied by
acceptance of the Torah, the unity of Cod, Oreztio ex nihilo,
divine revelation through loscs und the prophets, immortality
of the soul, reward and punichuent. (p.92) The aceker then
tries to discover the believer's reactions to the gnirit of
rationul investigetion by esking him severzl gquestions concern-
ing certzin heretical views such as nolytheism, the clernity
of mattcr,sGand the destruction of the soul. The traditionzl-
ist renlies thct man's reason zlone is incavable of arriving

4t these ultimste truths, dut that he must rely uvon the
literal st:®ments of the Torsh, for through them the truth is
divinely revezled. TFurthcermore, if min's re-son were suffi-
cient, then he would cezsec to believe in the efficucy of
prophecy. (p.93) The veliever relztes = purzble im which he
tries to show thot just =8 it is impoczible for one to emply
the weter of &« river by draining it with = sieve, so it is

vein Zor tae rationtlist to suppose thot he czn crrive nt the




finsl truths regarding creation or eternity of mutter, pre=-
existence, and immortulity by the use of reuson =lonc,.

"Then the man reclized that a revelation from God had come

to him, to turn him from his erroneous path and to set him on
the streight way, and to prevent him from contemplating zny

longer on such matters." (p.94)

The seeker, however, is still dissatisfied,
and employs unnother method of per:uading the believer of the
inedequacy of nhis voint of view regording tradition. He points
out that the stmcnts in the Torzh cennot be regarded in
their literal form &s absolute truths revecled by God to mun,
becacuse of the contradictions inherent in them. Thus, he sgys,
why the difference between the two sets of the Ten Comm ndments
in Exodus &nd in Deuteronomy? Furthermore, how zre we to
account for the marriage of .mrzm to his zunt (Zx. 6:2C) and
of Jacob to two sisters (Gen.29) when the Torzh later on
expressly forbids this? The believer is somewnut ncn-nlussed
by this, but continues, nevertheless, to affirm his belief in
literal stekements of the Torsh. "It is known thot the man
who relies upon his vreator und believes in his Torzh complete-
ly, necesssrily believes clso in the reward of a future life
end has confidence that he will merit such a life from his
reator. Hence, he lives in joy «ll his life. He is not
tfraid of death incsmuch -8 z2c¢cording to his opinion hiz soul
will never die. 3ut the thiner .nd those 'ho are overmeticu-
ious in zuch mztters arc in doudt as to fulture reward. .Jmnd no

mnatter if he be rich, he cannot enjoy his wezlth znd lives &
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life of trouble, for he Imows th.t he will hsve no survival
after death. Thus he is constantly afrcid and worried of
death, 2s he docs not believe that his soul will persist after

death." (1.95)

The seeker then pursues his interrogction
of the believer, dwelling upon the interpret=tion of Siblical
sl passzges, in order to prove that the rzabbinic interpretations

of the Bible do not sutisfy the demands of common sencse or

] . :
4}‘ reuson, while the philosophical or allegoricul interpretztions
37
‘JDG;,} do not offend min's recason. The rabbinic intervretations,
2 : in order to retain as much as vossible the litersl signification
AL

-‘n?g,qf the text, indulge in :1l1 sorts of futile -opnhistry or
i niloulism, which only confusze the mind of m'n even more
*; | regarding the truths ~hich are inherent in the text. Ve ccn
d | get at the recl meaning =nd truth of the 3idBlicel

passages,

-

| says the seeker, only by .iving them «n .llegoricel intcrpre-
totion. The seeker .nd the veliever dispute for zome time over
,fignthe real meaning of severul statements in the 3iovle, vhich
¢ . ,lead: the former to chcracterize the Zatter as follows: "you
|
kh_ve found « uomegrincte whose pairing you have ezten but whose

A */'rezl contents you have thrown awzy." (».97) Then they cre

- /'

-

ubout to toke leeve of one znother, the believer scys to the
| Ao W) seelier, "YTou sreck severcly to me and scy confusing things to
i ,_{; which my ear cennot listen. ,nd they zre 1ike thewords of
i ¢ /
' { 'dreamera which are vuin and mecningless." (p.98) His

4 parting wdviee is to delve in the Torzh and to devo'c himself

. .
f /solely to it, =nd no! to lezn uvon his owm unde Lnd 1ng.
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The dialogue continues with 2 sage or # /{— g
~ s l‘ ,}‘
philoso . The philosopher zlso stresses the importance of

Nk Padlirse yhe

.'.-4'-‘; v dis ‘f'/ff £

belief in the Torzh as man's highest aim, but points out thuijzi;m
a true understanding of the principles of the Torzh and theﬁg,bq;
truths contcined therein cen be azchieved only by & thorough 4
rnowledge of the vpreparatory sciences. e then proceeds to ™
distingiiish between Imowledge derived by faith and knowledge
derived by use of the intellect. Faith takes vrecedence over
intellectucl zctivity, yet the knowleuige which is derived by
means of foith must be verified and corroborzted by the

imowledge gained through the study of the sciences. This

prevents the possiBility of hypocrisy, o fault which ch.racter=-

izes many of the believers.

.t the secker's request the scge gives him a
rationzl explenstion of sever-1 Biblical verses, but is compeldd
led to confess that there are some stzterente in the Torch
which connot be ezsily explzined im this manncr, ond therefore
require the exercise of fuith on the nert of min. 1In such ccses
f2ith must take nrecedence over roison. In this connection he
guotes Lzimonides' "lorech Iebuchim, " describing it s a2
"precious wnd profiteble book, znd it is & way by ~hich to
scommrenend truth, and it clears up muny doubts for him who
understonds it. .nd he who delvec in it is nol tble to
wenetrcte to the depth of its meaning und view unless he hus
nreviously oceupied himself with the scicnces." (p.101)
Mowever," says the sage, " you must xnow thut there are things
nidden in the Torah which even “cimonides could not nenctrate,

much less the laymon,®



At the seeker's request, the philosopher
furnishes him with = list of relizble commentatfes to the
Torch. lle mentions first of all the 21232 AWM N itself,
the P9 220 PN, tne milxotn Rev 21fasi, the Mishneh
Torzh" of laimonides, his Commentary on the Nlishna, and also
the texts of the lishna and @emorrch themelvea.sa His
perting advice is as follows: “"lLake the study of the Torzh
the mein thing, and the rest secondary. Still, you shall not

believe anything unlesc your intelligence testifies to it or to

its Creator." (p. 103)

This brings us to the dialogues between
the neeker and the reprcsentatives of the various preperatory
sciences. MNaving come to reslize, s & result of his precvious
interviews, the neccessity of lmowing the sciences in order
to truly underetand the Torah, the seeker pursues his inquiry
into the reslm of the sciences, begimning with the muthemati-
eal :3ciences,h"“'b’!ﬁ‘ NPIN, The mothemstical sciences

Talqueres defines =28 those sciences "which delve into escences

'/. o ‘thut are strl*ped from mitter.” (p.104) These are five in
‘., ala nunber: (1) .J'itn:? tic, |I3WRd ADIN (2) Geometry ,,( AWNN NHDIN
7, (3) Optics, M XYPN nHPan (1) .stronony,033198 HIN
Vi ‘);J.U.Q,-',./
(5) Tusic, lu.la noan ., GCeonetry is delined
3 T y
+8 deanling with "the 1 Ze snd bodily extension." Optics
v N Erod
izzls with, "line, extehsion znd body =8 perceived by vision."

/stronony concerns itself with "quentity, movements of
rotutinzs hodies, composition, forms, megnitude, end distance

-~

(of the sitars) from one znotlher." lusic hcs to do with
\
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melodies, their relations and interblendings."

The secker begins with the science of

. rithmktic, and engrges in conversztion o student of the
FPythagorean 30?:1001.39 The latter expluins to himithe import.;..ncg
knowing .',ritlu'.)l’.tic 28 the only way to ~ttoin a comprehension .
of the unity of God and the Jmowledge of his creatione.
Thus the number 1 is identified with God, the cause of all
existence. 2 is associzted with mind, originating from the
Sreator. 3 with soul, consisting of theec species: aninal,
vegetative and rationcl. 4 with matter, comsisting of four
species: natural sublunar, artificizl sublunar, =11 sublunar,
first sublunar. 5 with Hature. There are {ive natures, the
ui:turc of the sphere ( 511!1:' and of the four elenenis.
6 with Dody. 7 with the po:rition of .the gphere--h: ving seven
orbilts like the seven rotating sters. 8 with the elements
vithin the sphere. 9 with the geni or classes,( BD'410)
born ont of the nine species.{ D’2*D) The thinge coming into
existence out of the clemcnis are:

(1) Inanim:te nuture, consisting of threec species,

r i\

'.L"

lecden-~-neither melted nol burned, & verdigris,
(b) stones melted but not ovurned, :eg gold ' and gilvexy
(¢) stones melted ¢nd burneé, z& sulphurg

(2) Veget tive nature, consisting of three species,
(a) plunt, us trece,
(b) seed, us gr:in,

(¢) indenendent growth, as gress;



(3) Living neture, consisting of three species, esch giving

birth to their Xing,

() that which gives birth directly to its kind,

s
(b) thut born of :n egg,
(e¢) that born of moulting.
e
J11 of this bezrs out, scys the :rithn#-
ticizn, the truth of the stetement thuat "numbers zre fitting
to the forns cf being.'4° From the fect of pumber one he
goes on to prove the existence =nd the unity of God. Murther-
more, arithmgtic provides proof for the fact thut wholes

rust produce wholes, while defectiv s casn only produce defective
Ye points out :1lso a number of interesting deductions into

whick we need not go here,

Fext follow: the seekcr's diulogue with w
georctricicn, belonging to the school of Zuclid. The latter
defines Geometry as dezling with "dimensions stripped of

nutter." The topics of this science are enumerited:

(1) lenithe-the line having a point without guo

ch

)

plene-=lenglh ond width; (3)body=--length, width and depth.

r‘!

ient; |

The first two, the line znd the ~lzne, hrve existience only
in the imecgination. Regerding the e¢im of this branch of
science we qguote the words of tlie geonetriciin, "Its zim
is to proceed from the perceptionzl to the retionzl, &nd
from ihe neotural compound of ¢ body to the spiritusl {orcej
ind from the materiel substince to the abstract; end Lhe
renner of observing the cvbstrect cnd holding fast to it;

und to discover perfectitions which zre not found in the
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world of bodies, but in the forms pure of matter which are
invisible to the eye and which space cannot encompass, but which
hover from place to place znd are the cause of the beginning of
/_-‘&__-___'.‘______-

time. " (p. 110)

Jfter a2 series of three cuestions and
cnswere in regord to the various problems of Beometry, the
seeker oand the geometriciin part wecys, and the former turns
his cttention to ¢ student of Optics. Optics is defined rs
employing the scme basic elements which Geometry employs,
the line, the plene and the body, but the subdbject of its
investigation is entirely different. Geometry concerns
itcelf only with measuring surfaces of objects &nd dirensions
of bodies, while Cptics celculates the excct distance between
objeccte in space, thus doing cwuy with the perceptuzsl errors
of the noked eye. This science, we ore told, is of inmeluecble
gid in gstronomicel studies. Through the cid of Dplices the
size of the sun, the moon, @nd the verioue esturs heve been
mezsured, and their distonce from the esrth hos been determined.
Thus the eerth is thirty-nine times the size of the moon,

#nd thirty-seven times the size of Venus. The sun is one

*

hundred #nd sixty times #s lerge 18 the exrth, Jupiter ninety-

five times : &8 lerge, lers one zné one eighth, Szturn nineiyry-
one, c¢nd the sun is six Lthousend, =ix hundred :nd
times tLihie size of the moon., .1l this hcis been mode poscible

41
by the invention of the Astrolebe. /side from the cstronomic:l

me: surement of the cize of the cun '8 conpsred Lo the «zrth,

adéition:1l proof lor the feet thot it is much lurger then the




earth is sdduced from the phenomenon of the eclipse., (p.l114)
smong the four questions which the seeker usks the student of
Opties, the first ie particulerly interesting. The latter
defines the busis of vision in terms of moterizl escences or
gparis emznating from the eye, edding that this is the Flatonic
theory. tHe observes, however, thzt the physicists discredit
this‘;heory. whick feils to take into account the medium of the

Eirc

The next interview, with ¢n astronomer,
is of especial significence, beczuse it clearly shows us how
the neo=-Flatonic theory of the emcnation of the shheres,
bzsed unon the Ftolem:cic system of plontary spheres with
the ecrth s the center, wag teken into Jewish thought from
the liohnmmedan theologirna? Thieg neo-Fletonic theory of
emcnations woe held by lcimonides, cnd zfter him, s ve sec
here, by Palquera. Eoch sphere wes conceived of cs giving
life to znother sphere. Each of them w s endowed with & soul,
representing a gradetion of souls from lower to higher =nd
finzlly to Cod. The cstronomer describes them to the seeker
:8 follows: the spheres form concentric circles sround the
earth, one on top of &nother., First of &ll are the spherce
of the elements, water, zir end fire., Then comes {he pphere of
the moon. /‘bove this are those of llercury, Venus, Sun, lars,
Jupiter, Seturn, and the plconets. Iastly, there is = sphere

which revolves dsily o#nd pulls ¢11 the spheres wlong with it.

t is not to be supposed thet this is

¢ purely mechrnicel errongement. uscch of the spheres is
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endowed with life. Zech is o separzate emanation from the
preceding, dependent upon it &nd intcreocting with it. Residing
within ezch is 2 specisl intelligence which influence: the ezrth
end men in & specific way. Thus from Jupiter emanates & spirita
ucl force ‘“hich produces diligence in men end the search after
grest quslitiesy from kars the reconciliation of opposite nate-
ures, from the Sun the growth of bodies and the origin of life,
from Venus comes goodness, order znd beauty, from mercury
scientific espirations and prophecy, and finelly the moon

controls bresthing. (pp.l18-11¢)

Jstronomy not only concernc itself, however,
with the =spheres of the stzrs end the plsnets, but zlso with
the carth iteelf, the zmount of its population, 2nd the hebita-
tion of its regions. Ve zre then given an explination of the
value of the study of istronony. "In order thst the stringe
¢nd pure soul which shines with the light of wisdom shell
crave to :scend to the world of the spheres and to :tt.in to
the stege of perfection which is the stige of the cngels;
znd in order th.t it may be ecgier for it to depzrt frog
places of neture and from bodily pleasures and deith be e.sy
for it, so thit it shell not :uffer on zccount of its separstion
fron the things to which it wcs cccustomed in thiz world, znd
thet it know with Tull assurance that it is i¢chieving & wondere

ful thing." (p.119)

This is followed by = minutely detciled
geogripaicel description of the earth .s it wrs lmown to the

regienticts of the Yiddle fges. It ie interesting to observe
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that in the lliddle Ages the scientific studies hsd not yet
becore speciulized to any gre.t degree, and thus @eography
wes still considered within the province of cstronomy. The
various se:cs, islands, und countries ere then enumerzted ond
described &s to their respeclive sizes, distuonces, locations,

znd natures,

The science of lusic next clocims the
cttention of the seecker., (p.123) The musicicn recounts the
fmportent part which music played in the pust in religious
worship, and dwells upon its psychologiezl value for men,
ite effect upon his mor:cl conscience and its sbility to soothe
those who are suffering from pein. He pgives us & clessification
of the various typec of music: (1) practicecl music, hoving to
do with the various melodiegc crezted by instruments like the
harp and the violin, (2) theoreticecl music, which tecches
melody in gencrzl, esbstrected from specific instruments and

¢oncrcte expression,

The science of theorcticul music tzles
vp the verious tunes, their compgfretive value, their combi-
nztione into distinct melodies, etec. Sound is described us
produced by the beeting of one body upon znoth r, so thei the
eir escuping vetween them sets up vibrations which enter the
eer and are registered cs sound. The science of mucic is of

+

perticuler vzlue to min because the soul is sensitive to

hormonious musiczl gounde, ¢nd particulerly to the melodies

mede by the spheres, tnd thus rusic helps the soul Lo free
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itself from its enslavement to ecrthly motters and to ascend
to the spheres. This reference by the musicizm to the
melodies produced by the spheres undoubtedly chows the
influence of the mysticzl theories of music held by the
Fythogoreans, which regzrded the rings around the earth

&8 reveolving in musicael relation to one unother. The ceeker
csks the musician four questions which sre of no specicl

significance.

So far the dizlogues heve involved represam-
tatives of the mzuthematical sciences. /e now come to the
science which renked next in importance to medievel thinkers,
the science of Logic, M2 NAPOIMN, (5.126) Logic, we
learn,concerns itself with distinguishing the reczl from the
e¢rroneous in metters of thought &nd speech, with the distinc-
tion between mutter snd the form principles. (particulsrs ond
univer £lsy The vorious objects are cssigned to definite
cetegories. These categorics berr the seme relrtion to
thought s rules of grrmmer to everydey speech. Thinking must
proceed upon the rules of Logic, "It is impossiovle Tor a man
of thought to be frce from resorting to it." (p. 127) UFine
books hive been publicshed on Logic, the firct one being zn
introduction to the other eight:

Introduction--expl:ins five words:
() Genus--denoting things which forms differ but
which cre included under one ccztegory,
(b) Species-=denoting things of similer forme, such
zs "menl but which are sepcrated by accidentzl

guslities,
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(e) Property--denoting choracteristic peculier to &

particuler species, such as "laughter of men,"

(d) Accident--referring to chor:cteristice which cppear

and dis:ppecr within the species, such vs'"redness

of flesh,"

Seporztion--denoting elemente wherein ¢ species is
differenticted from its genus, such .g "sreech of

men® &nd roering of lion."

The eight books ere:

(1) Category--enumercting the ten upper geni which

(6)

(7)

(

)

embroce zl) existencet substence, quentity, quelity,
combinstion, speace, time, position, moquisition,
development, transition,
BOOLH;}‘Z;;ipnation--tcllinc how composition of
trensient metter goes on positively and negetively,
igélogy--hov eyllogiens ere developed from fir=t
premises,

2n explinetion of unconditioned ¢nilogies, -

;/n explinction of helpful inslogies for those
who cennot comprchend unconditioned £n:logies,
Danger: of sophistry and folse =nelogies.,

Book of figurztive metters,

;x;l:n;tiﬁh‘zf the "pootic =tyings cnd thelr

bencfits."

Then follows o series of cix quesztions end

answers dezling with various obscure difficultiies involvecd in

the study

of logic. One cennot help mervelling, in passing,
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at the tremendous scientific erudition, the intellectuszl
versctility of Palquera, not only in the case of logic but the
throughtut the arts and sciences with which we have been
dezling.

Finally, among the preparatory sciences,
the seeker begins a discussion with a2 physicist, a"soge in
science which delver into the cuslities of natursl phenorenc,"
0°33207W HDPON (p.133) The physicist pints out, first of
tll, the nedessity of a knowledge of the methemiticcl cciences
snd of Logic before attempting the study of hysics. The
ten geni [ O® A1 O ) which form the busis of Logic are elso
the principles from which Physics procecds. Physics dezls
with " natural bodies and their accidents."45 How typicel
thie ic of the gemerel definitions of “hysics throughout
~rabic and Jewish philocophy is shown by the following
cefinitions. Thus 3ahyz ibon Palruda defines it vs "the
science of the nature of bodies &nd their zccidenis,"
Similarly, al-lukammes refers Lo it asc "the science which
investigetes the bodies of things cnd the secreis of their
nature." Ixtimonicdes gives 2 similar definition, meking e
distinction between the worke of nnturc and the worle of rrtfs
;11 of thesze philosophers, including Palcucreg, derive their
conception of Physics from the physiccl writings of /ristotle,
who defines Physice z8 "the science vwhich desls v ith things
which are inseparzble from bodies but not immovz.ble.“47

He suys elsevhere, "The shysicist decls with 211 the active

properties or passive cifectaticns belonging to & body of &
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48
given sort and the correcponding metter.® We may note

here £lso thet Falguera mentions medicine &s one of the
branches of the science of Phyaics.49
Yature, says the physicist, is = force,

pert of the univers:al und sphericel soul, which permectes the
elements, inanirate vodies, plents znd living beings. .his
force or soul gives rise to the various phenomen:z of nature,
rain, wind, enow, hail, etc. The various differenticted forms
or particu’ar soulg such =s the soul of men, ccsume shepe
nder cert.in condition of combin-stion or b.luncing of the
elemente. The most Lighly dcveloped of the:re perticuler
fornc is the soul of man, which his two functione, the
precticel end the intellectusl, The intellectucl soul hes
three cscending degrees of perfectiocn: the physicel or poten=-
tizl intcllect, the intellect by zequisition or meditation,
the cbstrzct intellect which is self-sufficient znd survives
the destruction of the body. This is the divine sizte tow:rd

which the soul rust aéspire in order to obtcin the knowledge of

Cod, znd to 'neurc continued existence of the coul zfier ceacth.

topics with ~hich
(1) *mowledge of things thut zre true of =11 n:turel

existence, such z2s mctter, form, place, ctc.(Physics

(2) Knowledge of the hecvens, the spheres, sters,
etce, (De Czelo)

(z) ¥n wledge of the essence cof the substznce of the
glements, znd how they give rise to imnimeic

nciture, plentc end living beings, (De Cenerctione
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et Corruptione)

(4) Xnowledge of beings which crise in the eir, etmos-
pheric phenorenszj light,darkness, hect, cold, wind,
clouds, rsin, rrinbow, etc., ( Meteorologica)

(5) Knowledge of inanimate nzture; stones, metzls,
selts, (De Lineralibus)

(6) Xnowledge of plents: sowing, rerping, plenting, etc.,
(De Plantis)

(7) Knowledge of livin. things, how they are situated in
the wonb, etc., (Historia /nimzlium)

(g8) Knoviledge of the elercnts in mun which do not die when

the body dies--spiritusl cubstance. (De Lnimz)

i. pareble is relcted by the vhysicist
to the secker in connection with his belief in the survival
¢f the soul, &nd his contention thrt this frzet cen be proved
through a thorough knowledge of the physic:1l sciences.
"Enow, he says, " thut most of the scholsrs th=t are versed
in this science believe in the survivezl of the soul. A4ind

’.--_\__
this io one of the things th:t 2re univers: liy uccepted

znd there sre proofs for it from science." (p.l1l37)

The usual quections znd znswers follow,
into which we need not go in detcil. Some of the physicisté
inswers are significant, ho-.ever, especivlly hiz theory op
vision, (to which we hcve clreudy referred on p.32) and his
deniezl of the ..ristotelian theory of the eternity of mcttier,
¥is perting edvice to the secker is of especiul importance,

sirce he discouriges the study of Lhe sciences for their own



sake, but maintoins that the ultimate zim of :11 scientific
study is the perfection of the soul that it may survive the
body. "Endeavor while still slive to perfect your soul and to
P _ 7L "&ﬁ/
develop goodness oiideeds and to bring the beauty of her
i/ ._—svltndor into re=lity. ZIndeavor to kmow thyself nnd thy
Oreator. .nd know thst -our vbody is one of the perishing

things and thut it is being consuied doily, znd that it is

to your soul wg:;?bhc house your dv¢l’ in znd Lthe clothes you

wear arc lo—yeuwr-body, Therefore, let not our 2nde:vor be
altogether in the building of this house znd in the beauti-
fying of this dress. ZFor every house wili be destroyed .nd

every dress will fade. Therefore, let your toil be concentra-

ted on the uttainment of the soul th:t it never perish."( p.184)

In the ensuing parcgranh Yalquera dvells unon
the limitations of these preperatory 8ciences witis which hLe
Ars been uvenling. While the Imowledge of them orings men
close to the nitim.te gozl, they arc yet only stevnping-stones
to that state of intellectual nerfection which cin comprchend
final truth. ./nd hercin lies the function of the hi:hest
science of 11, lletaphysics, N/ "in NPIN, whieh 1 = been

51
reserved for the last, Jifter the soeker reliutes to hin his
provious exweriences, the metovhysicisn szys, "Inow that you will
never snchieve the desired o'l with thece men. lowever, all
their idezs =zre stens by which to crrive ut it. 1t is true

nd iucontrovert dle thut the success of min is the comnrenension

ta

of his Creator znd attcchment to Him, ind this cen be

nchieved only through = knowledge of “is crcutionz snd mn




-4]l=
apprehension of His unity, and the recognition of the fact
that He ie the ccuse of crezstion, And the science which deals

with this is the science of letaphysics." (p.145)

The study of letaphysics has three main
divisions or fields of inquirylsz
(1) The study of the knowledge of matters which embrice
all being, such as individuality and plurzlity, agree=-
ment and difference, notentislity and ' ctu:lity, czuse
and effect;
’(::) The study of the roots aond beginnings of the individuel

;LA(‘ sciences, cnd the contradictions inherent in thems

——

(3) Inve-tigation into Seings that cre not bodies or in
bodies, their rel:=tive degrees of perfection, the

/ ;, menner by which they urise from deficiency to ultinmcte

(j _.-:crfect.ion, which is God, the first czuse, the

Self-conteined and Self-dcpendent; the study of his

attributes, such o«s Unity, Existence, iSternity,

Omnisience, ctc.

The metzphysician refuses to comply with
the seeker's request thut he discuss the subject with him,
suying, "it is commonded not to reveal the secrets of this

science.," lle recommends to him 2 book on the subject czll.d
53

V2D ANRW NP, "hat Is Behind Feturc.® As the

reason for his refuscl to discuss «etephysi:s with the
seeker he gives the fact that the laymen, being unn dle to

co:prechend it, usuclly looks upon it with suspicion .nd
54
contempt. Zis parting cdvice to the secker is to occupy
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himeell with the study of lletaphysics: "y final words to you

ere that zll of the things of this earthly world be regarded

a8 insignificant ¢nd vain compared to the comprehension of

Yreator cnd attachment to Him." (p.147)

Pzlquera concludes the Dbooi with = poem
in which he gives & concise summary of its contents in the

of advice to the reader:

®*To be rich, be strong ond wice;
/ To be & doctor be =zlways pious.
I A4 —

and if a grommerian, you will rule over munys

/ind mester lcthematice, which is zood ¢nd arofound.

You should 2lso know Geometry und .stronomy
Llso Pootry and Logic and their influence,
Tature and Letanhysics too,

3ut above ©ll be upright and perfect.

L)

the

form

'Ilet this ve a sign for you regarding the inveetizstions of this

book, rien Dlessed with: ~tlainments with whom the seeker had

intercourse." Then follows znother poem of & sinilar nature

.in which he praises iristotle es the supraome suthority in
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III

A DISCUSSION OF THE IDEAS OF THE BOOK

"God and the soul, these will I ¥know

And these ere 2ll" --85t., /fugustiine

These words serve s & fitting index to
the attitude which charzcterized serious-minded men throughe-
out the liddle /ges. The chief problem they f:ced w.s to
retcin an abiding foith in God without .t the sume time doing
violence to the dictctes of resson and investigation. Thus
the most thoughtful zmong the Church fe=thers believed that
essenti lly the spirit and the mind are one, thut God reTCLls
Hi:zself constantly in nature and in min. They werc dominnted
by the conviction thut faith 2nd philosophy acre not mutually
asntugonisite, but thet both lead ultimestely to the ssme truth,
Religion, to be & force in life, must do justice to the intels
lectuxl .s =ell)l es the emotionil nide of min'e nature, thet he

wno would truly know God must first secl the truth.

Rezson, 'owever, must tlweys do deference
to faith. TFor the scholzstics the zuthority of truodition wcs
.8 cogent and communding ws the dicta of human knodledge.
here the resulis of rationsl investig tion contrudicted the
dictates of tredifion in mutter of r.ligious bhelief, then an

gttitude of frmith nust supersede one of skepticism or deniul,
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In Judcism, too, the problem of faith

end reason in rcligion came to pl.y an importsnt role. ZIven
before the Christion ers, Judaism hzd come into contact with
Greck culture and ¥reek schools of thoughti, which influenced
the development of early Christiunity us well as that of
Judeism. Thus we find Philo zlready devoting hinmself to the
task of corroborating revealed religion with the results of
rationul speculation, especially creating for this purpose
¢ method of scientific int.rfretatioa of the 3ivle. osadies,
too, centuries before Maimonides, made the attermpt to subdbject
the dogmas of Judzism to the cold light of reeson. Thus we see
in Judzism the development of z trend toward reflecting zbout
cligion, toward the hermonization of r:ligious belief with
philosophicel speculation, toward the creation of 2 philoszophy

of religion within Judaism.

This rationclistic trend within Judcisnm

[ - i

v2e given a tremendous impetus in the !'iddle Lzes by the

-t & e - < 4 2
rcaiscovery of the writings o
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those of .. ristotle through the ..rzbian philosophers. Aifter

the ‘rabian conquest of Syris,(sixth centuryl the woris of

.ristotle and the l:zter Greel: commentators jwere iransl:-ted into
sruvic from the Syriun versions, uuder the encour
the rulers of “agded. These Syriuan versions :ere gomewhat

containing elenents of neo-Platonism; therefore

(]
LT

eclectic,
it wzs not the pure ..ristotle which paseed on into . rabiec

phailosophy and thence into Judaism, but the essence of
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Jristotclianism interpreted through lster phases of Greek
cnd Oriental thought, I'any of the Greek mathematicel and
medicel troatiscs (Palguera's familiarity with which we hove
ilready seen in chupter II) were tri.nsloted into ..rabic from
the Syrizn versions. Il-far:bi (950) and /vicenna (980-1036)
were the outstanding fi’ures in the /rabic philoszophy of
agdad., With the dealh of /vicenns, ..rubic shilosophy
declined in the@&st, ounly to revive g:in in ohammedzn
Spain, There its great reprcsentative wie Averroes, who was

regerded as the .ristotelicn comment:tor puar excellence.

‘he influence of Jristotle upon Jewish
philosophicil thought varied with the different Jewish
thinkers. Thus we find th:t Iun Gebirol, who is regarded

8 the first Jewish reprcsentative of . rzbizn philosophy in
Spain, combined the ..ristotelian principles with & neo-

Fletonic :onception of the 'miverse. Judah Hu-levi, in his

(4]
et

"Kuzuri® attacks the .ristotelizn theory of the eternity of
metter, (es did Yzimonides and Pelquera later) und rebels

egi-inst the cold speculative conception of the unity of God.

o

L

} igion," he says, "is

"The study of the philosophy of r

(=]

very detrinent .l to the true f-ith.," ALbrzcham ion Dzud, n
strong J.tistotelian, believed , on the :ontrary, th:t the
study of phileosgophy strengthened fzith, His book "Emunch
tameh" {(published 1160, ie Bi.id gp be the first zttempt

2t = comoronise oetwecen the Teripaietic philogophy of ine
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Laimonides, the gre:t spokxesman of the
philosophy of religion in Judaism, of whom Palquera was &
devoted sdherent, incorporated much of the iristotelian
thought into his "Guide Fpr The Perplexed." He set himself

specially to the task of hirmonizing Aristotle's moral
philosophy with revelation. Talguera w.8 a faoithful follower

of the ide=s of ~gpimonides, =

(s ]

sh.ll hzve occ.sion fo0 noint
out specifically as we go clong. 7Je huve nlrezcd” secn in
chepter II to whig extent e w.s indedted for his vastl
gcientific knowledge to the Jewieh and .reoicon scicentists
pefore him, to ivicenna, iverroes, A~Alfir:bi, Issuc Icraeli,
and others, and to the early Yreel: tainkers Galen, Hipnocri=-

tez, zné Zuclid.

It is not difficult to underst:-nd why
Jewish thinkers svailed themselves so e.gerly of the new
wnowledge of Aristotle and the Greek scientists which had

come to them through the ..rabien philosophers., It was ¢

n

current veliefamong the Jews of the I'iddle .ges thut the

W

wisdom of the Breel:s had its originzl source with the Jews

in ¢ parallel revelztion to the Torah. During the exile,

- -

{0y clzimed, these orizinel Jewish works were lost, out were
subnitted by means of irenslation first to the ‘hslde ns
=nd the Persisns, nnd then to the
notion w:s current s ecrly as 280 3.0. mong the Jews
of .lexsndrie. Thus Pythogorns wes zupnosed to nave studied

mder Z“ing Solomon; socratcs drrived nhis “hilovonhy freom

hwitowhel 'nd Asach the Psrlmist; Tleto wis & student of
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Jeremigh; snd .ristotle w.s u pupil of Simon the Just,
Arabs as well as Jews entertained this view. Thus, wzimonides
says thot the Jews have lost hold of this metzphysical
“nowledge becuuse "burbariszns huve deprived us of our pos-
sessions, put 2n end to our science and liter. ture, killed
our wise men, and thus wec hove become ignorant.'ss

What wve huve scid thus far may heve seemed
irrelevant to the subject matter of this chapter, yet it
was only for the purpose of helping us loward o clearer
cppreciztion of the ideus Talguerz expresses in the Sepher
scrmebakesh with which ‘e zre about to denl, Imbued, like
1is forerunner :-aimonides, with this theory of the nri:tine
suprenacy of the Jews in the fields of science =nd _hilosophy,
he believed it his s.cred duty to restore to Judaism thece
losttreasures of science, to tilie up the defensc of piii.osophy
which --gimonides h.d so nobly curried on, to demonstrate nnce
more that the truly rcligious life rmust be bused upon & harnme

onizztion of intellectucl knowledge with the xnowledge

derived oy faith.

In his"Preatise Of The Drezn" he tells us
thet our ameestors, living in “alectine end being =o nezr in
tinme to the prophets from *hom they received traditioncl
direct, did not have to studry the works of the -hiloso=-
-hers. e in the diaspora, with minds dulled by onpression,
he works of the genuine philocothers znd le:rn
their methods of dcemonctrotion in crder to support ~hit we

irerd: Imow by tradision. henever the viess of the

vhilosovh.rs contradict the Toroh, they should be rejected;
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otherwise they should be accepted. this h:s been lhe practice
of pious men in Isrgel since the :lose of the -+zlmud,
cspecizllysgaimonide:, who refuted doctrines .nizgonistic to
the Torsh. fHe goes on furthur to s.y: "In our day anyone
who wishes to add some secular mowledge Lo the knowledjge
he hus clroady goined from the study of the Torzh must iry

to understend ~ristotle. ‘e should, hovever, never lose
57

gight of the Torah, for it comes before philosophy.

This stz#ement from Palquera's own lips

suffices to show us the veneration in which he held .ristotle,

3

end his conviction thet at bottom the views of . ristotle do
uot controvert the truths implied by the Torzh. /s we go on
with our u#naslysis we sholl see this love for
in the puges of the llebzkesh, s well as hiis belief in the
matuul egre ment of the ristoleliin phiilocopny with the
truthe of the Torsh. 7The m.in idez ~hi_ h he conveys lo us,

after we have waded through the looyrintnine naze of dir logue,

=

erguments pro =nd con, of mor:l exhortation nd scientific

exposition which ch.racterizegp Llhis encyclopedic worl: of his,

(o
[

is this: the finel go 'l of 1l of men's wetivities, the
1ltivcte winm of 211 his thinking is to live the good life
wnich comes from the true kuowledge of God, who is the
source of 11 truth and the :zuse of ©ll existence. 3oth
men's intellect and his choracter must work together towards
the nchievement of this end. 0Of &ll of the preoccuputions
of sthe intecllect, -etcphysics is the highest, since it deals

ith Gode It now remiina our task to cdeel specifienlly with



{
themzin idess of the book, indicating in the case of each

its relation to the whole purpose of the book.

First of 211, lct us examine the manner in
which Palquera's belief in the necessity of ~pplying the
knowledge gained by the use of the intellect Lo m:tters of
tradition are reflected in the Ddook. e find thisp ides
expressed repeatedly in the dislogues between the secrer und
the believer znd the philosopher respectively. The veliecver

exhorts the seecker to occupy himself completely in the

study of the -orsh, end (guoting Firke ..both, to "delve

into it for everything is in it." "Crow old znd hoary with

it, and do not depurt from it, for you hiven't & Detter yiedom

th'n she; and do not rely upon your own understionding.” {3.99}

in znother place he s.ys, "ind I tell you thit many of the thine

xers weary their souls to find the re-lity of thinga and to
get ot thf¥r -urpose, but their toil ie im vrin. .nd they

vr~ like him of 'vhom the rubbis s id, 'he <. 2d into deep

>

mtora snd brought up o potsherd in hie hond.'“ (0.93)

he :ttitude voiced here by the veliever
is the .ttitud: of the anti-Thilosophisis whom " tlquerz is
trying to .ombut. alguerz's own .tttatude tow.rd the nlind

tceceptunce of tradition is expressed by the guestions waict

the gecler gcdressez .o the believer :8 to how he would zngwer
cert.in nerctics) opinions regurding the univy of vod, wreutio
sz ninilo, 4mmortality, et:. "I hcve heerd people Bey,"

says the secker, "that he who knows ° thing o2y traudition is
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creztures, Reward and punishment, Immorteulity; (2) 2 study

of the doctrines of the philosophars.sa 'his proves conclusive-
1y that Pulguera does not deny the truth of the fundamentzl
principles l:id dowmn by the Torah, but seeks to substantinte

them by means of philosophy.

This leads us dirrctly into the subject of
his nethod of Jibli. sl interprctisfion, uznother of the importunt
ideas In the lebckesh, . he Jewish philosophers of rcligion
generizlly looked upon the 3ible .s & textbook of acicnce und
letephysics, symbolicully writi:n, .breh=m and -arsh are
symbolic of metter znd spirit. Ihe twelve sons of vicobd
ar: the twelve signs of the Zodiac, The Urim und Tumim on
the brezst-late .re the -strolabde. P&lqueruﬁ own views are
cxpressed in the convers:tion of the secker with the szge
und the believer respectively. The sage telygtho secker
th:t & knovledge of the sciences is imperative for a true
interpretation of th: words of the Zilbe. ".ud L. who
secks muman perfecvion wust busy himself wiili Lhese sciences
gefter he h & occupied himself in the Torzh, for then he will
xnow thct whatever is writlen in VYenesis is troth to him who
undepetonds it, . nd there rre proofs for it “rom cormon senctel
(p.100) Ey the use of knovledge grined throush stud. ing the
eciences, one ¢ v discern vwhet is said symbolicully emné vwhat

is meunt liter:lly.

“hile the "Torsh svecks in the linguc_e
of wn® (he uotlee ihe r ovinic phruse) yet the stitcments of
the Torch muct net be Lixen literczlly unlest they represent the

believer's inmost crnvi.tions, "for this ies nothing but sheer



hypocrisy.®™ "Thus," szys the sage,"feith is that which
mekes ¢ men trust one whoe tells him sonething, and to rely
upon whut he tells him. And it is possible that he may tell
him ¢ thing which he himself does not believe, &nd by telling
him the opposite of whet is in his heert, be = lier." /nd
for this resson rany of the believers are in error." (p.99,

— -

100) Sy

The =ttitude which the :nti-Philosophists
held toward the tllegoricel method of scriplurel interpretrion
is sgein reflected in the believer's rebule of tle secler,
when the lgtter had ventured to suggest the necescity for
such ¢n interpretulions "8peck to me no more ' bout this, for
to my mind he who stresses such things is ¢ heretiCeccesccces
esee "furthermore, I wich to t&ll you something. .nyonc wio
indulges in such mctters increcses pein, &nd will not escepe
trouble £nd worry throughout nhis life. Thereforc, the
believer in the Toreh as it is literclly understood is slways
Joyous :nNd NEDDYeeecssseeses "It is known that the mazn v“ho relies
upon his Crcztor and believes implicitly in Liis Torzh ncces-

r pelievers clso in the rewerd of ¢ future life. He is
not. £fraid of death, since he knows th:t his soul will never
6i€.ces0000000ee"But the thinker srnd the overmeticulous in

these rr-tters cre in doubt rs to future rewerd, etc." (p.95)

In this wey Palquers shows us how the
opponents of philosophy misunder:ctood the motives of the
inilesopiic.l (llegorists, zccusing them of destroying tLle

e

very ousis of 111 frith by undermining the principles of the
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Torch, That is why he tells us over cnd over :gein in the

book thit the uninstructed sre incoprble of understending these
things ond should therefore refrcin from criticism or expres=-
sing their contempt. They should study the sciences, especiul-
ly metephyeics, and then cll this will become clear to them.
LEzimonides elsc, before him, exprcsced ‘he s:me opinion:

"He who epproaches metaphycsicel problems without due prepee
rotion is like & men who sterts out on a2 journey end £ llﬁinto
g pit. He had better rem:in st nOme."sg How deeply Pzlcuerc
is indebted to *~zimonides for his method of Diblicel inter-
pretetion may be zeen from the levish prrnise he bestows upon
the oreh Nebuchim throuch the routh of the srge. (p.101)
"Miuimonidees hios composed in this connection ¢ book culled
"loreh lebuchim,"” And it is ¢ precious #nd profitsble book,
tnd ¢ wey by which Lo comprehend t:uth. .nd he clenrs up

nany doubte for him who is rble to nenetrrte to the depth of

nis meening." (p.101)

We now come %o & considerstion of salguerahl
vieve s ULout the soul and zbout humun behevior zs related to
the vitimate ¢im of human cndeaver. Je have zlready seen how
he bases wen's finel perfection upon two things, noviliily of
cheracter and the ctteinment of the highest vnossible intel-

lectuclity. Naimonides gives expression to & similer view

60
in 1is "oreh Yebuehim," which in turn is ¢ modificution of
: 61
of .ristotle s viewn. Pelcuerse rnclyzes humen charcceter

into three distinet cirsses: (1) brute strength, which Tinds

p:tisfretion in fighting ¢nd In the pursuitl of rhyeicesl
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by en intellectuel desire, and turns toward the source from
which it originsted, it remains with the Thole in the intel-
ligible world. But when it does not do this, when it flees
from the intelligible, then it grows solitary and weakx snd
troubled, snd looks towerd the individuzl., It becomes entan-
gled in the bonds of the body, and goes farther esnd farther
eway from the universal soul of which it wes originally & part.
‘hrough mixing too much in bodily affairs and no longer con-
templating what the soul ought to contemplate, it becomes
impure, intemperate, deformed znd sinful, addicted to matter.
Therefore, in order to rectore the soul to its pristine purity,
thzt it mey =scend to the rezlm of the intelligible, =nd

become part of the universal soul, it is necesssry for it to
frec 1itself from ratter by shunning bodily plessures znd
pnysicel setisfections, It is not improbeoble thut Prlcuer:

wes influenced in his conception of the soul by these neo-
Flatonic ideas, especiclly since we have seen thot the

.ristotelirnism which he new wrs mixed with some elements

of neo-Flatonism,.

When we exumine /ristotle's views concerning
the soul, however, we see tuch thet is pasrellel to them in
Pzlcuers. According to Aristotle, each individusl orgenism

nossesges 2 soul. The soul of the plunt orginism has four

functions: nutritdve, sensitive, oretic =znd locomotive.
‘\n a8 an orginiem differs from the plant in thit he posses-
ses these four, plus & fifth, the retionzl soul. [like

- -

* leucre's cognitive soul) Rezson or intellect differentictes




man from other natural organisme and approximates nim to

a supernatural substance, God. The intellect is the only
power of the soul which has no bodily organ and which is
therefore immortal, divine. Furthe rmore, it is the only

part of the soul which wnters from without and is alone
civine because it communicat«s with no other bodily activity.
We have seen how Palquera also stresses the intellectual
function of the aaAlaa the highest, and the one, which, if
perfected and purged foom bodily accumulations, can bring

man to God,

The influence of Aristotle is especially
to be seen , however, when we study the ethical ideas in the
vook, Periection, says Palquera, lies in the middle path

petween two cxtremem, tane ®"too little®™ and the “too.guch.®

It is not always possible to fin¢ the exact micale path or
"mean.® Thus we are easily liable to overeat or to lose
control of our tempers at a moment's provocation., Since this
is 80, we should try to kecp as close Lo the miccle as we
po08s8iuly can, striving to be moderate in all of our actions.
We ought to discipline ourselves to seek the opposite of
that which we like instinctively, for this will create =
bakance in our behavior. (pp.57-59) Futthermore, the
conditions of well-being are relative. The ®too little®

and the "too much®™ vary in accordance with the occasion,

the time and the place. (p.lC) The tnings wnicn are
instrumental Loward virtue are subject to change, «.ygcaaing

.pon the individual, the time and the season. Conse:uently,




s a rewording of Aris-

man conducti, JTA40-




statement:®3eing upright in your deeds, and having no defect
in your doings, then hasten to periect your intelligence, for

then you will be perfect and none will compare with you.®

(p.59)

Not everyone is congenitally capable,
nowever, of pursuing the right line of conduct. ®Just gg
things chosen by children are not chosen by adults, so the
things chosen by the wicked are not cnosen by tune rignteous.
Bvery man chooses a way of life whnich complies with his
nature; therefore, goodness is second nature Lo tane riguateous,
while badness is second nature to the wicked.,......."Every
man is influenced by that which nas a parallel in anis own
being, andé despises a man of opposite tendency. He will

invariably associnte with a man of als own nature.® (p.<7)

It is only through the excrcise of will-power, tarough the
formation of cdesirable habils by constant practice and
education, tnat men can learn Lo follow the right path of
conduct, escaping from extremes and keeping to the midcle
pntn, Like Maimonides, Palquera seems to believe ian the
freedom of the human will, Tne free man he defines as the
man who has insignt into the good and the will-power to

pursue it., The beast and the slave are those who have
insight, but are lackxing in will-power. In the field of moral

selection, the law of causality doee not operate ae rigidly

as it c¢oes in nature,
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Pelquers wos decidedly not un ascetic or
o nisonthrope in metters of normel humon desires ound conduct.
This is obvious from his ethicnl teschings, which he draws from
ooth Juduism end the Aristotelion system. He constantly insists

net men shoulid not deny ninmeelf the things he enjoys, but to

"

oe modercte cnc discriminate in the enjoyment of them. 3Bodily
strength, meterisal possessions, the joy of creative physicel
and mentel zetivity, are 211 necesa:wry znd desircoble for humin
well-being, denending upon their use, end the time nnd place.
Thus he says: "However, wealth is desirable, since it enn:bles
one to do good to others. But if that should not be the case,
if the phil=nthrovie snirit is not »nre:ent, whzat is the use
of m.torinl interests?® (p.22)

Finclly, Pelquera's admirstion nnd
dependence upon ﬂristotlnls ethicaul views is to be scen from
nis reccormmendation of ;.ristotmla ethical workxs, " K?' 6,"62
After telling the seeker thut "virtue is related to Lthe wisdonm
of benovior se dealt with in iristotle's Bthics," the Messid
gives zn outline of the contents of this work, enuumersting the
orit riz of conduct which ought to zovern the vurious phascs
of auman relstionships. (pe65) The Hussid also recormend
the Doox of Proverdbs as relizble guide to morzl conduct.
Thet fzlqgueri: himself wze thoroughly imbued with the spirit
of Froverbs cnd knew them by hecrt is evident from his copious

,uotztions on ulmost every nege of Lhe vook.




We have seen thus far how Palquera
defines the ultimate aim dof human endeavor as the pursuit of
truth combined with the development of man's moral character,
We have seen, too, how his conception of the soul is related
to this main idea of both intellectual and morel perfection,
ané his insistence upon the supplementing of moral upright-
ness with intellecturl pursuit. We must now concern our-
selves with the specific means through which this develop-
ment of the intellect is to take place, taat is, wita tlne
sciences. In the following, therefore, we sunll Geal first
with his classification of the various mciences, and then
with his attitude toward the value and purpose of the scien-
cea, especially toward that of the highest science of all,

Metaphysics. (or Theology)

The Sepher Hammebakesh does not give us
s systematic or explicit classification of the sciences.
This Palguera does in his "Reshit Hoicmah,® Qur discusaion
here, therafore, will be based upon whatever we have been
able to infer from the fragmentary suggestions in tae
Mebakesh, supplemented by our study of Harry S.¥Wolfson's
article on the aub,ject.63 Wolfson points out that it is not
always easy to determine whether a given classification is
Aristotelian or Platonic. By a comparison between Aristotle's
classifieation and-that of Palquera, vwe¢ shall see, however,

that the latter's is unmistakeably Aristotelian, though

ciffering from it in & number of essential points., The
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chief factors which brand Palquera's classification as

Arictotelian are hie inclueion of WMathermatice and his

enumeration of both Logic and #etaphysics.

The Ariestotelian classification was introe-
duced into Arabic philosophy through the transiation of
Johannes FYhiloponus' commentary on rorphyry'n“lnagogo.'s‘
e classifies the sciences as follows:

I.lheoretical,
(a) Physics,
(b) Llathematice,
le) Letaphysics,
II.Practicals
(a) politics,
(b) economice,
(c) ®thicse,
ITI.Productive~-are mechana.
ihe outstanding charact . risticswhich determine whether
any given cluesificiition ie Aristotelian are: (1) the inclu-
eion of Logiec, (i) subdivision of certain rciences into
epecific brunchee, (3J) new relizious or practical eciences
introduced, (4) rearrangerent oi 2.rts of the cluesiflication,
(5] eunstitution of some specific hranch for « ;eneral

tcience, af fog example, Rstrononmy for M thermatics.

From the following churacteristics of
ralquera's classification, we see mort if not all of these
de termining factors reflected. Siret of all, he mentions

“nysice, Muthematics and Logic together. IUnder Logic he
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mentions also Rhetorisc and Poetics. Lathematics he

further subdivides inio five divisions: Arithmatic, Geome <
etry, Optics, Astronomy and luseic. Thie is tge quadrivium

into which Nmmoniues Hermine had divided M:uthegmatics, plus

the addition of Optics. Under the muthematical sciences
Palguera also includes the theory of weight, perfection and
technique’ Furthermore, each of the quadrivium, with the
cxleption.or Astronomy, he again suhdivides into theoreti-

cal and practicul. Aetronomy he divides into mathematical
Astronomy, ( P*SP? NPON) and astrology.( |'7040 /NPIN)

Only umathematical Astronom;y properly belonge to Mathematics.

Under "tecnnicue" he includes many
branches belonging to the m.thematical sciences, as well as
to the varioue practicnl arte and crafts. Thus he includes
Algebra, the theory of equations, the art of making metrical,
astronomical, musical and optical instruments; also the
raking of arms, architecture, sculpture anéd painting. These
luet three ne describes e the working ofMSIAl NING,

vodies and forms.

Followini;; Paysice and Lathematice he
places ¥etaphysice ae the higheet science of all. 3Both
in the Sepher lammebakesh, .s we have pointed out in
chapter II, and in ais "Reshit Hokmah," he mentions Arie-
Lotle's three definitions of ketaphysice. In the kebukesh
ne mentions aleo the practical arts.(NI*wybd NPOIN)
Undoubtedly he includee these under nif practical subdi-
vieion of the m.them-tical sciences into "technique." Like

Isaac Ierzeli, he probatly algo includes iedicine under
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Phyeics.

Of greater interest to us, however, ie the
attitude which Palquera manifests in the Lebakesh toward
these various sciences, his conception of their value and
purpose, w8 well :& that of the practical occupations of
mane. This attitu‘e furnishee us the key to hie whole
philosophieal outlook, to what he conceives to he the
final goal of human endeavor and the uim of all thinking.
Je nave seen that intellectual p rfection must supplement
voral character in the pursuit of the hichest truth, the
compreheneion of uwod, that the truths which we get from
tradition must be verified nd substantizated by the know-
ledge gained through dilisent study. "“He who accepts a
thing on faith ie like ni:: who walk%s in the hlacknese
of the ni ht." Palguera conctuntly majntains, like
“aimonides, that througzh the upplication of knowledge,
7e shall ultimately arrive at the eame truths which
irucition n.s vouchsiafed to us ae divinze revelation,

( the dicta of the Torah) and that thereby we shall escape
the possibility of a dichotomy Dbeiween our religioue be-
iie¢fe and our inmoet convictiong, 4 condition Lo which the

man of crdinary faitii ie only LoO prone.

firat of all, let uc see shat “alquera
says regarding the oocupations which ure not epecifically
c2i ncee, such ae preoccupation with wealth, the practice
of medicine, the worizinz in practical urts, and the study

of vrarmar. ‘7ith resard to the cathering of wealth and
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material poseeessions, we have already eeen from the
ceeker'e dinlogue with the rich mn the fact that the accumu-
lation of excecssive wealth and property only adds to the
degradation of the soul, that it cnecluves the intellectual
goul to hHodily affairs and hindere its achievement of immore
tality. Therefore the rich man is by hie very n.ture incapa=-
ble of morxl and intellectual pcrfection. "It is impossible
that there should be found zrong the quulities of the rich
the qualities of righteousnese and integrity, for the desires
of th: rich blind their eyes to the truth, wsnd their ears
become c.lloue to insiruction." (p.26) One more quotation.
“Tne ceeker said in his heart,'now that the intention of
the rich ran hi & heen made clear to me, anéd realizing that
there is nothing in hiie orosperity, I will now turn to the

invecti-ation of the strong, and sec whercin liee the goal

of their etrensth)" (p.28)

fith the latter the reaction of the seeker

i
i

o

the o:me. "To what wail is the health of the body when
the spirit ie weak und ~oeth toward deslruction?®” (pe32)
Thueé he advices the .thlzste: "Seeiny tha? your rody ie of

% charming wnd ro uel conrtitution, withoutl any defect but
vhole, and seeing that =cd Zuve jyou power and vigor, I warn
you to taze care 1O sx=fect your soul, Lo heal ner diseccses
vitn words of -irdom, to se- that the mcditatione of your

neart be in understunding end Lhat jour cyes vehold uprizsht-

nees." (5.2%)
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At Tor the artisan, in answer to nis
ttatement that "no wiedom can cormpare with work, because
throu n work nen acqguires (very uLOESersSB8iON.s.seseand
therein God bestowe nhiic bleseing,” the sceker replies,
"Since God hugs hertowed uvon you :n under:stonding heart,
it ie not enocush that you simply work and consume there-
#ith all the daye of your life. Iut devote epecial time
to coni-mplate the works ol the Creator aad lis crections,
and be diligent in the study cf .12 lawe and teacnings.”
(0.34)

Tne phyeiciun Loo0 doer no® reazh the
deeircd -owl. "Caid the eceekxer to himself:'of thies art
it mizht be said, just ar you do not xno# the way >f life

in the full belly, (womb) €0 are rou unnzhle to know the

sonks nf the Sreator sho ir omnieicient "Te neve yriven
ceveral other guotatione in chapfer II (p.l§: } ehor-ing

Palguera r sttitude rezarding the value of prenccupation

(i%h redisiqe, nis cuntenpt for tic Tlind corc'teurcness

and the arrcrance »f the av rage physician

-

Thus “he >re

Lk}
el

2al pursuites of men are

b

-
-

Lo
)

in thercelvee valuable only thizy lead to tre purseuit
of nisdom ani the developrment of the intellectuval eoul.
"Anéd #hen the seeker .. thruv-h «itnh the dietiruiched
in arte Lo t are sound up vith Lodies, and coneidered thenm

insufisient for tne attiainment ol the true rational

cuw lities und of epirizuality, he turned to the men who
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are occupied vith the intellect, purudventure there to
finé man's true succzess. For waatever he inveatigated in
the preceding occupatione, he found that it dimappears
@ith the destiruction of the body, =nd that the benzt and
the animal bave the =ame psortion.” (p.6%) The dialogues
wnich then follow with the pious man, the grammarian,

the poet and Lthe bYeliever reszectively indicute the

eane point of view, ue we have already:?g:n Gealing with
ther: in Chapter II. To quote rnere {rem them would be

merely repetitiour.

It is with the preparatcry sciences
first, with Lataenticr, Lor'ic and Puyeics, and then
finally #ith etudhysics, thiat the true development of
the intellect iz to groceed. The knowledse of the
preparatory fciences ie prerecuisi .« for un underetipding
af «~etaphyeics, the »i ht understunding oI 'vhich alone
in turn can brinr man % the desired objective, the know-
led e of God and ..lg wiye, "If your neari deeiree to
oW thinge eoclidly, after you ncve busied yourself in
Joran, set your mind to ~usy yourself with the sciences,
and berin 7ith the raiences whish are preludes to the
ceiencer of Puveice und [ etaphyeice. lhen jou will
underctand the fear of the Lord and ottain : knowledpe of
;od." "Put," ne adde, "jou murt watsh ssrupulously and
‘uard yoursi‘r. lezt you for. et the mndates of tm Torah,

and leet they be turned sway frow your neurt. And you
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wuetl noL accept the juigmente of the thinkers, be they of
major or miror _lipori, whnich contradict the siatemente of
the Toran. ~For the hwelief in the Torah iz thec main thing,
for it comee from sod, the exalted and the blessed.” (p.102)
Thus, the knowledge obtuined froux science, when applied to
religious belief, must be calculated to coufirm thece

helicfe and not to prove wniagonistic to them.

Towever, the sciences of Logic, Mathe-
ratice and Puyrics ‘hemcelves do not represent the highest
rtere of intellectiucl development. 7The student who contents
Nimeelf witkh . '“12vwledre of these sgiences alone ir rtill
unprepared for an adequate ratio 2l evaluation of religious
truth, for the correst Tirurative interpretatior aof the
tatersnie of thr ihle, and ,inerefore, the true “rowledge
»f God. "After these thin-s, tne teeker concluded that all
of the men with —hom “e 2.d dehated ‘iid not reach the
Aecired goal, #ince they 'vere unnahle Lo anever his ques-
tions. Andé he p reeived that vrorme oI them hid nexrd wbout
the Kinz, tut nzd not entered inside the coust and did
ot cee the Xinc. Oome of them wer: rianding in the court,
i vome of them were evci in =he sate of the King. .Jand

¢fore of ther nad neen eriitcn 7lth =frmoners and could
TR y A " (n,125) M{:, -f,e
0% *ind the door." (p.l ( «1{.f.x/\4:/1/?

Tha "iate o the Tinc%, to ure
Fal u'ra's mordr, i= Yetz . eice. This ic ihe onlil .ruw
~pcience and tue i 'nse cienzce, to w*nien the other clences

-re but necesenr: riept or preparations.  "{now thut you




¥ill never reach Lhe desired oal with these men. liowever,
all their ideat arc steps by which to arrive at it. It is
Lrue and establitned that the true zaccess of man ie the
comprencnesion of uie Sreator and wiz nttichment to Him.
Thie ir imposeible rithout the rowled e of tis creations,
the apprehension of Hic unity, and the rzacognition of the
fset th.t . ig “he cauce of all creation. And the gcience
snich deals with this is the science of .etaphysice.” (p.145)
Acd in anothey place he says:"ost of rour studies chzll

be in the metaphyeigal eciences, “ar tiey are e 0o.l.

| Te - - . o » - e Y A 1 £ i d aynd b - >
A1l the shigre af <5ipr eartal: =1¢ 4re inpé fizant angd

wrin sorparad to the zompreaension of the Ircatlor and

attachrent to lim. (0.147)

Finally, a co parison -etveen arictotle's
sancestion of the surroze of the roiences, =nd that of
Paliueru.ic relevant here, Aririgil conceived of each
science i having u aim or #nd walsh age ¢.lled 1:e 004d.

£ie

It jae & Qtiii-ariw. sur’oes all ol ite owne. HERN

[ 7.

A ’
rayr s, guve Arirtcotie, m.e no utilituriay value, ut
{¢ 7elixtle for ite om ru%e, ior the mere ealre of %nowinis.
For falquera,ug «ll ag the rajority of Jewish philoeophers
“no rreceded him, the finwl air of an: secience and parti-
cularly that of Letaphyzize, ie not pure krowledze for its
om £ake, dut the Ymowled e of snd znd ohedience to iie
lare nu ~orrznimenic. in%allectesnl nrrfesticn, comhined

=itk worichtness of character, can alone lezc man to the

“novled;e of God, which in turn ie the only sure guide to
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rizht humar conduct. This is the finul wim of all human
endeavor, and the goal of all of men'e eanrthly activities
and aepiratione. In the vords of Abraham Ibn Daud, “"Like
the arrival at a journey's end is one's attainment of

65
perfection in the kXnowledge of God."
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l...Shem Tob Ben Joseph Pelquerz, A Thinker /nd Poet Of The
Thirteenth Century; Jewish (uarterly Review, New Series,
Vol. I, 1910-11, p.l152

2.edoritz David, in the Tntroduction to his edition of
Felguersz's "Reshit Hokmech," (Berlin, 1902) gives
1225-1290 os his detes. e derives this from the stztement
in the Sepher Hammekebesh in which Palcuera scys that he

‘I‘_l T/ VC wrote the book in his thiry-cighth yeor, in the month of
Cheshwen, 1263, By subtr:sction this gives us 1225 re the
dete of Lis birth,

Jeselioritz David ©slso tells us in note 2 of the zbove that
Palguere was still living in 1290, when he wrote ¢ defense
of the™ioreh Nebuchim." This is preserved in the ANJID

N RIDP of ibba lori Don Jstruc, (Pressburg ed.1838)
pp.182-185, Here it is cclled MM PN I 5 andv
In this letter Pazlquerz sczys that laimonides' re:l eim in
writing the "loreh Xebuchim" wus to refute thosec heretics
who openly denied belief in the Torah, to save men from
being influenced by philosophic epeculation hestile to
the Torsh. It was tlso written, he s:ys, to counteract
the current belief in cnthropomorphism. The antezgonisn
to the book iz due both to en inrbility to understrnd it,
end to motives of Jjeulousy. "Why go into deep waters if
sou do not know how to swim?"

-

4eseThie he tells us in his "dechit Holowh," /1\.{J
}
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5.eeIn the Sepher Hommebakesh (p.l2) he tells us of the

1423 genercl poverty which the Jews of his time suffered.
' (- "Every man beholds poverty ¢s time pzsses, und becomes &
o

’\——
e wenderer in the land, seeking his food. HHardship comes
YA
/ from every side, &nd from every direction violence and

7 etfliction.®

6..+The following poem in the Sepher liammebakesh (p.49) shows

his gttitude toward the physician:
"Time scys to the fool,'be = doctor. Kill men
/ind toke his money. You have zn azdventcge over the
ingels of death, for they kill men gratis.'"

For further quotztions see p.l19 of this thesis,

7+eeSepher Szmmebokesh, p.l0,bottom.

BeesSheéen Tob Ben Joséph Palquers, /. Thinkcr And Foet Of The
Thirteenth Century, Henry lizlter, J._.R., Iiew Series,
(Tol., I, 191C=11) p. 165.

9.¢Sepher Hammebekesh, rr.7,8.

10..Shem Tob Ben Joseph Pzlguers, . Thinker .nd Poet Cf The
Thirteernth Century, Henry liclter, J.(.R. lew Series,
(Vol.I, 1910C-11, p.l)70 .,

11,.ibid, p.!170 ,

12..0oritz David (Reshit Hokmch, Introduction, 3erlin ed.1902)
points out thet thie title, which zppears in the Sepher
Fzmmebekesh to be the titles of three different works,

is in rezlity the title of z single work.
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15../1though it wus the French scholer Munk who first
| identified the"Me-kor Huyyim" with the "Fons Vitse" of
(’/ Jwicebron, to Palquers ultimotely belongs the credit for

identifying Cabirol with ivicebron, who for & long time
previously was cluimed by both the Arabs and the Christisns.

14..The lose of such booke as the WY\RN 98 and the W12
hus been exploined es probebly due to the fact of their
being suppressed by the anti-Philosophists because of
their retionclistif tendencies.

15..Recently reedited from 2 manuscript in the 3ritish luseum
' by Henry ialter. See the Jewish (uarterly Review, lLew
Series, Vol.I, 1910-11, p.451 ff.
16..5ee note 3.
17..8epher Lzmmebckesh, "arsew ed., 1924, p.ll,
18,.P. 76. Thus the seecker says to the poct: "It is not
proper to waste away your doys with the vanities of the

singers, whose mouthe specl: vein things, whose‘EEEEha‘zr V¥
¢4 spesk lies, who cell good dggg evil tnd evil drye good,
who build their song upon & felse foundationm and truth is
obscured in their words, who bite with their tongues and
scheme things of inicuity, and zlso supvort the follies of
chom

' 'z the imeginction. .nd they gather zround themselves shillow

men. "

19. P. 87 tog.
20..Sher: Tob Ben Joseph Palquersz, . Thinker .nd Foet Of ‘he

Thirtcenth Century, Yenry ...lter, J.Q.R. llew Series,

\Vol.I, 1910-11) p.l79.
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21..P.7. "To forszke the 13fé poeme enjoyed by knighte who

g /
l» ride zbout, and to cut/off the congs of those who wander

o T ‘tbout] for this is venity cnd deception; end to seasrch out

\‘_,f fever}'thing thzt is true, cstcblished, desirzble znd

ol plecsant.” And sgein he says, (p.8) "Therefore I have

decided to cest Dehind me the pleasures of the d¢y which
‘E;g_unalterably decreed for destruction, eand I will not

follow my usual sinful pursuits, but will direct my steps
in the righteous path."

22..Reshit Hokmsh, (Berlin ed.,1902) Introduction, note 5.

23.+5¢e p.8 of this thesis.

24, .8ong Of Songs, 7:14 v

\25..The following poen is typical: "It is true th;t the poor

\ men dies by the sword, because he hes no strength. The
sword, however, will kill him in honor, while the poverty
kills him in shame."(p. 17;

26..See Index of authors.

27..Galen 8 & philosopher w:s not held in very high regecrd
by the Jewish philosophers, especizlly laimonides, having
veen eclipsed in importcnce by Aristotle.

28,.5¢ee indeces of zuthore and books.

29,.5ee Index of books.

30..It is interesting to observe th:ot, with the exception of
the pert cstrology pleys in medieval psychology, this theory
of humcn behzvior is quite modern in its psychologicsl

implications.




3l..Palquera's attitude towsrd the pedantic gremmcrian is
reflected in the following poem:
®*The fool would have zcquired understending,
/nd would heve boen counted among the perfect,
If he had* pursued wisdom.
But he consumcs hie days in @rommar,
(Po £ind out) how the verd is formed from the root."
(p.69)
32..5ee indeces of muthors and books. Concerning Beadiu's
cormentogies the grommerisn sitys: “"There cwre clso in then
other views that were the views of the thinkers. 4And the
lotest thirkers have disposed of these views." (p.74)
33..Palquera’s contemptuous description revecls the prestige
which the clever poets of the time enjoyed: "With the
sharn of his lips he cuplivotes souls, and with his
pleaszant words he lures princes of the carth. They pay
hinm for the fruite of his s yings, znd vwraise hin in the
gntege The anvor of Tis oil is zood, his name drivs oil.
Therefore voung ladies love him. In hic =ongs he clevctes
_ om high the orinceas of thc vpeonle :nd their court, =nd
he humilintes bruse men ond those who zet ss anch." (p.73)
For other guotations sec ».22 of this thesis.
34..5ee Index of authors.
35..Pzlguera's "Iggeret He-Vikkuach" conitins tlso u dislogue

smtieen ¢« pailosopher znd & pietiet,
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36+ n Aristotelian idea, which llaimonides says /ristotle
himself admitted he wzs incspable of proving, (loreh
Yebuchim II, ch,15) basing this claim on .ristotle's
Physies, VIII, 1. Indeed, laimonides confesses he would
have rejected the 3iblical account of creation if /ristotle
had succeeded in proving the eernity of matter.

37..This wes one of the crucial issues in the whole contro-
versy between the Yaimmists and the anti-Lazimunists, in
which Palquers took so mctive a part.

38..8ee Index of books.

39, «Tor Pythagoras seec Index of_authors. Zven if Palquers hed
not told us that the arithﬁzﬁician wes of the Pyth.gorean
gchool, we might infer it from the similarity betveen his
explanation of Lithunatics and the mystical theory held
by the Pythuogoreans of numbers bdeing identified with things.

40..Undoubtedly quoted from some Pythagorean writing.

4l..Aistrolabe, /n instrument used for stellar, solsr znd lunar
altitude-taking. There were two kinds, the sphericzl and the
planespheric. Developed by Brotosthenes, Tycho and Hipparchus,

42..0n p.141 we find the theory of the physicist. According to
him, sight tzkes place because of impressions mcde by the

ztimuli coming from the object upon the fluid of the eye.

This comes closer to the modern theories of vision.
‘3.« '@ hove seen z2bove, in the cuse of _rithmitic. how the -é a

viewvs of the Jewish scientists werc influenced oy the d

myetical neo-Flatonic idezs. In Ghapter III we chnll

sgein see this influence upon Palcuerz's idea of the soul,
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44.., The first six of these are the six books of iristotle's
"Orgenons® (1) Categorine(2Pe Interpretatione, (3) ‘nalytiam
Priora, (4) Enalytica Posteriors, (5) Topica, (6) De
Sophistici Elenchi. The last two mentioned are the
"Rhetorica"and the "Poetice," which are supplementary.
ihese eight boo¥s are also mentioned by !'zimonides,

Afarabi, Judeh ibn latkeh, !oszes de Rieti, and Judah
ibn Bulat.

—

45..8ee 2lso Palquerza's "Reshit Hokmsh," p.48ff.
46...These definitions teken from lzlter, "The Classification
w

5%;\_ Of Sciences In kedievzl Jewish Failosophy, H.U.C. Jubilee

*JOlum. DDe 295ff.
47.esMetaphysics VI, 1, 10262, 13-14, Jee ibid, note 46.

48-..3@ Anil'l& I.l. ‘03'0. 10"12. Sf.‘e ibid’ Bote 46-

‘9. - .Relhit Hom-h, ?pl“a-sab

50«..There are two wuys of referring Lo the physiczl writings

of /ristotle: (1) reference to the titles or =z description

of the contente, (2) an independent list of topics not

based upon /ristotle's writings. Sometimes these two

sethods are combined. Thot we have here is a description

of their contents undoubtedly. The eight physiezl writings
of /ristotle are: (1) Physicz, (2) De Caelo, (3) De
Generztione et Corruptione, (4) leteorilogicz, (5) De
iinerzlidus, (6) ®e Plantis, (7) Historia inimclium,

(8) De /ninn,

5l...0r, Theology. Fclcuer: &pparently mcokes no distinction

between lletaphysics znd theology. Ione of ilie medieval
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Jewish philosophers clearly distinguish between these two
terms, For the most part, they conceived them to be
identical in scope.

52...5ee aslso"Reshit iokmeh," p.53. These three definitions of
letaphysice correspond to /iristotle's thres woys of
definig Letaphysics, which are restzted, in part, by other
Jewish philosophers, including laimonides. The first
corresponds to /ristotle's description of it as the scienee
which decls with "being qua being--both whzt it is, and
the attributes which belong to it quz being.™ The second,
to his deseription of it ns including the principles of
Jlathematics, logic and Physics. The third, to his
description of it as the science which desnls with "some-
thing which is eternal and immovable und separ=zble,
(from body)

53.se50ce Index of oooks.

5%4...This gives us an interesting insight into the hostility
which metaphysiczl speculation encountered in <zlcueru's

tine. Yaimonides, in his "Guide," devotes a whole chapter

to the ressons why letzphysics cannot be mude popular,.

He gives five reasons why it is undesirzble “to instruct

the nmultituie in pure letephysics." (Guide, I, 34)

55¢+sGuide, II, 11,

56++equoted from lenry ~zlter, "Shem Tob 3en Joseph Falquers,

iiig Trestice Of ihe Dream," J...2. New Series (Vol.I,

57..-1Jid’ ::.“r.

—
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58...Trectise Of The Dream, Part 1II, Ch. 2.

59..+Guide For The Perplexed, I, 34.

60...Guide I1I,27; III, 54.

6l...Ethics I,8ff.

62...3¢e Index of DooOks.

63..sThe Classification Uf Sciences In liedieval Jewish
Philosophy, H.U.C. Jubilee Volume, pp. 2635-315.

G4...5¢e Grebumun: Die Geschichte der Scholastichan l.ethode,
II, p.30. '

65...Bmunch Ramah II, Introduction, ».45.
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Averroes, Abul Walid lluhsmmed ibn /hmed ibn Roshd. Jirsbian
philosopher of the twelfth century; born at Cordova
in 1126; died in 1198, Although a prolific writer
on Philosophy eond Medicine, his chief importance is
cs & commentator uvon the works of ’‘ristotle.
Expounded by Shem Tob 8en Joseph Folguera, who
inserts lengthy extrcets from Jverroes in hisz Looks,
the "lloreh Hz-lloreh," the "Hanhagaih ha-Guf wehm-
Nephesh,"® end the "Sefer hz-iz'zlot."

Avicenna. Physician and philosopher of notej; born ot Bokerﬁ.
in )80; died in 1037. His works, which were brought
to Spein sbout 100 yeare after theilr publication,
exerted grest influence upon Jewizh thought in the
1 4ddle /gee. [lis chief medic:rl publication is the
*Cenon," & complete system of medicine, which was
used a8 & guide in Europesn universities for five
centuries, Palguers, who regerds Psychology os un
introduction to lletuphysics, is & true zdherent of
Jviccnne;n Psycholocy. “Have cognizence of jyourself
end you hive cognizence of gour meker, Tolqguers
says of him: "/vicenns s worke ore exect, but incom-
prchensible to those unfomilicr with logic." Vanironi-
des szys of himg " The works of .wicenn:, zlthough

¢istinguished by toler:ble uccuricy us well (g by

sublety of speculztion, cre nevertheless inferior to
those ¢f .bu lNasr . 1lfarebi; they zre useful, however,

ené deserve to be studied."
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Buclid. Greek geometer; flourished in the fourth century B.C.
e is mentioned, perhzps for the first time in Hebrew
literzture, by Rabbi ALbreshem ber Hiyye (d.1136)

Galen. Greei physicicn znd philosopher. 3Born at Fergamue,
Vysiv, ecbout 131; died about 200. Eclipsed by those
of /ristotle, Galen's philosophiccl works were not
held in high esteem by the Jews. laimonicfes cites
then only when they zre im sccordsnce with his own
views, &8 for instznce, with regerd to the impossi-
bility of mroving the cternity of matter (Yoreh
Yebuchim II, 15) Once he severcly criticizes ualen,
declaring th.t outside the field of l.edicine ho is
no suthority.{Pirke lLoshe XXV) Palcuera zlso
showe slight respect for Yaden's philosophy, declaring
thet in his leter years the great physicicn wrote &
work betriying ignorance of Physics. (Sepher Hame
nebekesh, p.33) See p.l9 of this thesis.

Halevd, Judah. Spenish philosopher and lebrew poet; born at
‘oledo, southern -astille, in the lzst cuarter of the
eleventl. century; died in the Orient ¢fter 114C.

Ha-Yagid, Szruel. (Samuel Ho-levi Joseph Ibn Yegdelz) Spanish

C “tatesuen, grammarian, poet znd Talmudist; born =t

Cordovae, 9233; died at Granade, 1055,

Tayyuj, Judah b.David.(/bu Zecherirh Tahys ibn Yzud) Sponishe
Hebrew grumm:ricn; sorn in Fez, Lorroco, rbout 950,
EZxect date of death uninown. Imown :8 the frther of

scizntific Bebrew Grurmmer.
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Hippocrates. Greek physicien; born in Cos, 460 3.C.; died
at Iorissa in Thessely zbout 360 2.C. Had
grect influence end reputation in iliddle Jges
arong learned lloslems and Jews, which increcsed
a8 his works became better kmown by transletion.
Teimonides calls himD*RIINVA Wr9 , hezd of
the physicizne. “arlled "/‘bukrat" in /radic.
Eis medical principles exerted = deep influence
upon the trectment of disezses zmong the Jews.

Ibn Ezra, Abrahem, Scholar snd writer; born in 1092 or
10633 died Jan, 28, 1167. Wrote Biblicel
commenteries snd exegecis, z book on religious
philosophy,cclled "Yesod Moreh," works on
Methematics, ..etronomy ind .strology. . lso
wrote voetry.

Ibn Zzrs, loses. Spenish philosopher, linguist, vnoet; born
“t Grenuds about 1C70; died «fter 1138; relative

L :- / i of ibrehum Ibn Bzra end pupil of tszec Ibn
Cayyet.

Ion Gabirol, Solomon ben Judch. EKnown ilso as Avicebron.
Spenish poet, philosopher, mor:ilist; born in
Yelige vbout 1021; died in Valencis about 1C58.
nlled by Greetz the "Jewish Flato," znd by
Steinschneider, "the most originsl philosophiccl
writer tmong the Jews ond Arabs,”

Ibn Gayyet, Ieczc. Spanish roboi, 3iblicecl commentcotor,
vhilosopher snd liturgicel rpoet; born ot Lucena

in 1038; died -t Cordovea in 10289,
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Ibn Geyyszt, Judsh ben ‘szac. Spenish Tzlmudist and Hebrew
poet of the twelfth century. /s « poet Le was held
in grest esteem by Judch Halevi, who composed four
poens in his honor.

Ion Janah, Jonah. Greatest Eebrew philologist of the Liddle
Ages; born at Cordova between 985 and 9903 died
at Sarsgossz in the first half of the eleventh
century. .lso becsme & skillful physician.

Isrzeli, Isaac.ben Solomon. Africen physicien end philosopher;
born in Egypt before 832; died in Kairowen, Tunis,
932, Studied Haturcl History, lledicine, ~anthem:zticg
Astronomy. Reputed to be one who knew :11 the
seven sciences. Contemporary of Sszacir Coon.
wrote o work on the elements, "Sepher Ho-Yesodoti,"
a medical and philosophicsz1l work which he treat:
cecording to the idece of ..ristotle, lippo.r-tes

nd Galen.

Kinhi, David. (ReDeK) French grimmariazn; born in Nurbonne,
1160; died there 1235. Youngest son of Joseph
Ximhi and brother of lioses Kimhi. %Vell versed in
the whole runge of Hebrew literature. Juthor of
3iblicel commentoties nd orks on emegesis, Y Vg,

Kirmhi, Yoses ben Joseph. (ReilaK) Comuentator and grammerian;
older drothicr and tezcher of David Kirmhi. Presum-
+bly lived together with his fsthcr =nd brother

in Yarvonne, :nd rust hove died cbout 119C,




—

-84~

Maimonides, l‘oses ben. (Ramber) Talmudist, philosopher, astrono-
mer, physicizn; born at Cordovez Lsrch 30, 11353
died ¢t CSairo Dec,13, 1204, Unreservedly construed
theology us lietuphysics.

Plato. Great /thenian philosopher; vorn in 427 3.C., und lived
to the age of eighty. IHis literary acctivitiy extends
over the first half of the fourth century.

Ptolemy. CeledDrnted mathematician, astronomer wnd geogripher,

/. native of Sgyrt. PFlace of birth uncertcin.

Pythagoras. eal person.lity surrounded by myth cnd legend.
3orn in Samos, probebly in the l.st hulf of the

gixth century 3.C. Develoned the mysticnl side
of the Greel: religion. Pythagoreans were preeni-
nent in their zpplication to the problems of sciency

particularly of lusic, lizthemutics, Medicinc, .nd

astronony,=---and of vnhilocozhy.
Saadia ben Josevh. (3a'id al-Fayyumi, Guon of Jurz znd founder
of scientific uctivitiy of Judaism; born in Dilzz,
upper Bgyprt, 892; died st Sura, 942. «SLler Philo,

the first grewt .riter in post-3ivlical Juduism.
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Commentary On The Mishna, by laimonides. Finished in 1168, in
Jrabic, under the title of "Sirzj." (Illumination)
Its object is (1) to fzcilitate the study of the
Talmud, which had become difficult through its
diffused discussions, through the interpolated expla=
nations of the Yeonim, and through the cormentaries o i
of his predecessors, which were not clways pertinent |
to the subject; (2) to determine the right practice l
(Halacha) from the confusion of diverse argumentc; |
(3) to define his position by short but cpmprehcnsive /
explanstion of words and things.
Ethica, I\i\"' O’ » by iristotle. Aristotle was known to the Jews
of the liddle /ges as an ethical writer. This
is the "Zthical letter" found among the ethiczl
epistles of the physician ..1i ibn Rodhwan. (contczined
in al-larizi's translation in "Debarim ..ttikim,"
edited by Benjecob) Palquer: reproduces this
"letter of .ristotle" in the Sepher Hammeb: tesh.
Hiechoth Rav ..'.1fa.3.o,97)n Ky M )51\ s (#1880 czlled"Sepher
He-Helachot.") by Rabbi Iscac b. Radbi Jacob Alfesi.
/. shortened form of the Talmud in the languege of the
Nishna and Gemarzh (lebrew and .remaic). In three
volumes, (1) 3erachot and lloed, (2) YWoshim, inclu-

iing Rulin, (3) #ezikin, and part of Xodoshin,
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Xah She-achar Ha-Tevah, ):Lbi'l ANRW PP, "Thet Comes /fter
Yature." /. commentary on /‘ristotle's "lletzphysicsjy
by /verroes. This wrs translated under the same
title by Kalonymous b. Kalonymous in 1314.

This may be what Palquerz has reference to on

pe 147 of the Sepher Sammebekesh. Other transla-

tions were made by EKalonymous of Averroes'
commentaries on the "Organon, " ( ||‘lﬂ} the
"Physics," ()101") end the treatises "De Caelo,"
"De Generutione et Corruptione," ".eteorilogicaz,"
*The Soul," and “The letter On Union."

Yibchar ilzppninin, p»3*9 270 NP, "The Choice of Feerls."
Said to have been written by llabbi Solomon b. Geb-
riel in /Zrabic, and treanslated into “ebrew Ly
Rabbi Judah bar Szul ibn Tibbon. .:nd so:ie ascribe
it to ebbi Yeddaya Happnimi. If so, it was
composed in tebrew and not in .ravbic, with which
the latter wos un cquainted. It contains short
ethicel teachings from the works of the previous
philosophers regarding the conduct of mam =nd
the development of good gu lities,

iighneh Torszh, Yy I N NIWP, of -zimonides. "Religions Code,"
completzd in the year 1180. .n encyclopedic
collection of Telmudic materiel, classifying =11
detuils under their appropricte headings, and

showing how the Talmud is based on the lible.
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Yoreh ¥ebuchim, O%J132) WY, "GCuide For The Perplexed,”

of “gimonides. /. religious and philosophiczl work
completed about 1190, Of importance not only for
Judaism, but for the history of hilosophy in the
Xiddle ‘ges generally.

Sepher Harrikmah, TID?‘\TI 726, by Jonch ibn Janzh. Written
in Arsbic and translated into Bebrew by hcooi
Judah ibn Tibbon. 4 book of lebrew Gremmir,
divided into chapters.

Sepher Hashoroshim, D WY M 1926, by Jonah ibn Yanch (also
czlled Jonch baul Hakkenofaim) A book of =11 the

Hebrew roots in ..rabic.
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