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I NTROD CTIOll 

The llterature of Jewi sh Social Welfare ia immense, 

extending from t he time the social le@1slation of the Pent­

ate1oh was written to the oaae record written by a aoe1al 

worker just a few minutes ago. To understand the literature 

s panning such a long time woul d take many lifetimes. Natur­

ally, on.ly a ae ent, of t he writings 1n the field of Jewish 

Social Welfare can be studied 1n the short space of a year. 

Out th~a nlao is more than one person can digest. Of neces­

s i t y t hen, this thesis covers religi ous factors in t he litera­

t ure of J ewish Social Welfare in t he United States f r om 1900-

1940. 

Literature ma y mean case record.a, reports, speeches, 

articl es 1n magazines, essnys-- many t hings. Becau se the 

l i terature of Jewish Soc ial h'elfare in the t n1ted Statee 

since 1900 is so vast it was neces sar y to limit this study 

to an examination of Vol umes I - XVIII inclu s i ve (1922 -

1940) of the Jewi sh Center; J ewish Charities ( J ewish Social 

Ser vice a fter Vol. X. 2) Volumes I - X! i nc l usive (1910 -

1921); t he Proceedings ~~ national Conference of Jewish 

Charities, ol umes I - X'' ( 1900 - 1930) ; and t he Jewish 

Social Service ~uorte rly includi ng the proceedi ngs of t he 

ationa l Conference of Jewish Social Wel f are, vol umes I -

X\~ ! .l incl usive (1~2h. - September 1941 }. 

The 1-ast thr ee periodicals a r e really t he same pub-



lication. At varioua time■ the name waa changed. For all 

1ntenta end purpoaea Jew1ah Char1tiea, t he Proceeding■~~ 

of the National Conference of Jewish Charitiea, and the~-

lsh Social Service Quarterl7 and the Proceedi nga ~ !!:.!_ !!,!­

ional Conference of Jewiah Social Welfare are r eally one or­

gan, the official publication of t he nati onal Conf erence ot Je•­

i ah Social Welfare. 

Definition of Relig1oua Factora 

In thia at udy religious factors ha ve been de f ined 

a e comments about the attitude of vnr ioua writers i n the above 

named publ ications toward ~d, religious aerv1cea on the Sab ­

ba th, Hol ydaya and ?eat1vala, 1ntermarr1 e, kaahrut h nnd 

traditi onal practices ; Jewish education as pursue• in such or­

ganizations a a a fosterhome, a J ewi sh Center, et c ., social 

t rad1tiono of the synagogue , the Synagor-ue , religi ous liberty, 

Je~iab Rel1£1oua groups , aplrl t uali t y , i mmortali ty, wor king 

on t he Sabbath, express i on of rel i g i on throu~h char ity , etc . 

It was t empti at times to expand the defi n~ti on 

ot reli gious factors t o i nclude rel1c 1ous elements in charac­

t er education, at titude of psychiatrist t oward patient, the 

social worker t oward her client, etc ., 
' '".:J 

but this s tudy t hen 

woul d have taken years t o complete. In adJ1tion , nearly 

every copy of the two periodicals s tudied contained reviews 

of books of a rel i gi ous nat ure . The9e were occaai onall y 



read but are not i ncluded a.a • rel1gioua f actor a". One 

muat realize too,that re■earob into the "religious £actor•" 

in tne literatUN that wa■ chosen for this ~tudy do~• not 

give ue a co~?lete picture of religious factors in the Jew­

iab Center movement nor in ?amily Case Work in the United 

States ainoe 1900 . The fact■ 1n this the■1s are baaed on the 

bibliography n~ted above and can only be judged on that baaia . 

Some day it will be nece■aAry for aomeone with a fine relig­

ious and social work bac round to go into this 1n a more de­

tailed way. He would have to study family and case records, 

aee clubs in action, ob■erve the rel1gi ~ua influence or clean 
~ ... 

aport,
1

a fine personality ••~club leader. He would have to 

immerse h imself in the act1vit1e ■ of a s ocial work a gency 

whe t her it be a fami l y caae work agency or a group work agency. 

l e would have to be a genius to comprehend the manifold ex­

preaaiona of religion in every day li f e. 

The first chapter or t h is t hesis will be devoted 

to some or the importnnt ma t orial read and studied . Arti-

clea in whole or 1n part are included Sn this section. I t 

was thourht necessary to coll&te some or t ho material 1n or­

der to mak e a better contribu tion to t he field. As always, 

l i mitations of time and s ~ace made i t 1moossible t o include 

all articles on rel10 1ous !'actors. Wherever possible tzyical ~ 

are i ncluded in thi s section. However all the material was 

studied, and the results of t his research will be found in 

t he s ec ond chapter o f t he thesis which will c 1ve the conclu-
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s i ons. 

Since this s tudy covers the period of the laat 

forty years 1n an ever- chang1ne dynamic world, what hol ds 

true in 1900 does not neceaaarily mean that it is still of 

prime significance 1n 1941. The masa 1nm1grat1ona of Eaat­

Buropean Jelfl"f until the paesage of t he Johna,on-Lod.ge 111 of 

1~24. nearly played havoc wi th Social Service in t his c ountry. 

ays of handling t he situation chant;ed from month to month-­

no, from day to day . Attitudes of ranlily oaae workers and 

r;roup workers sometimes chant ed overnight. Rel1 i oua a t ti­

t udes also changed. In 1900 and fo r some yee ra later rabbis 

were at the hel m of social work abeneiea. At the present 

t1~e there a re just a few of them 1n active eharge of fL~ily 

a ;encles and a amatter1 i n charge of Jewish Centers (ex­

cluding Synagogue Centers). 

Wit h the oe few words of introduction it 1a now 

possible to view the f act s. 



Cl:APTSR I 

( Collat ion of :~ater1al) 
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SECTIOtr I 

Sabbath 

The first i t em of any rellgioua signif1oance 1n 

our study ns a note about the Sabbath, and perhaps rlghtly 

ao. The Sabbath haa been of prime aign1f1cance 1n Jewish 

lite. I n a paper be!'ore the National Conference of Jewish 

Charitiea meeting in the city of Chicago, June 11 - 13, 1900 , 

~•r. orr1a Goldstein 11ata aa one ot the cause• of pove rty 

the refusal of aome men to work on the Sabbath and holidays . 

?est ated that •1t is not my intention to c r1tic1ze these 

habits, nor will the liberal minded censure them for their 

expression of religion, but aa times and conditions have 

changed, they muat also change their habits t o fit the new 

concluaiona: otherwiae, t hey meet with constantly 1ncreaa1ng 
l 

d1fficult1ea in maintaining themaelvee." Whether thi s at-

titude i a r ight or not, ?!ra. S. Piako of Denver called 1:r. 

~ot& t ein t o task . She answered by asking: "Shall we con-,. 
demn people beca use they will not wor k on the Sabbath? I 

do not t hink I ca n condemn a man for observing hi s sabbath. 

In Denver, I bad one caae , that of a man who was an excellent 

fellow. Re wa s a mattress-ma ker, and he absolutely could 

not ge t any work ot h1a t rade because he woul dn't work on 

his Sabbat h. This man worked very hard during the entire 

week at buying and selling rags and bottles, maki ng t he poor­

est kind of a living, and even needing s ome assistance --
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but it was•••• f or a principle, and he wou l d not work on 
2 

a Sabbath." 

In an ensui ng paper Mias Hannah Marks concerns 
~714.r-~,t~ 

herself~•• 1t i a reflected 1n the a t titude of the fri endly 

visitor toward Sabbath expenliturea . • r have aeen the v1a-

1tor who threw up her hands in horror at the extravagance of 

•thoae pe ople', at the sight or t he •shabbos • flab and 'kuchen• 

••• ; did she realize what t hia preparation meant to 'those 

people' she would know that t he proper reception of the 

•Princess Sabbath' 1a a matter of deepest a1gn1ficance to 

them, and t he weekly feast and li~ht , that break 1n their 
.,tJ.._ 

aordid and miserab le lives , whi ch has i~ept them sound mental 
~ .... 

and moral being• we find t hem everywher~." 

It seems tha t in the early years of or an1zed 

Jewi sh Social Wor k in t hia c ountry ( before 1920) when the 

influx of immigration f r om East-Eur opean countr1ea na r eat 
,d,.;,..4 <. . ~ 

Social wor ker s had to deal wi th Mea~s who did no~ wish 

to desecrate t he Sabbath. I n the 1.:ay, 19 1 1 issue of Jewi sh 

Charities, a social worker a sks, "(A) has a :;ood trade • •• 

but will not work on Saturday , and for that reason he is un­

able t o secure employment. He appl i e s for assist ance. Let 

us ~rant , for argument's s ake, that he i s very conscientious 

i n hie be l ief that i t is a sin to work on Saturday. What 

s teps shoul d a charitable organizat ion take 1n granting hi■ 

a id? I n other wor ds, shoul d a charit able organization keep 

up hi s famil y inde f i nitely in or der to satisfy his religiou s 



-9-

4 
scruples?• Several answers tollow this query. B. A. Pal-

etf answers aa follows: • From all points of v1ew, this able­

bodied man, if condit1vna cannot be chan£ ed to fit h1a sc ruples. 

s hould be made to understand hi• dut1ea toward bis family , and 

it he pera1sta, be considered a deserter and dealt with ac­

cordin.;l. It l a the du t y of Jewi sh charity organizations 

to uphold where ver possible the sanctity of the Jewish day 

of rest; but it 1s likewise incumbent upon the intelligent 

c harity worker to point out to those •.;ho want to ' make t he 

worda of the Law a apade to dig with them that of all the 

beautiful tnsti tut1ona t he Jewi s h people have i nheri t ed , that 

of tle frun11:, 1:: :::o~t divine ." 
5 

On the other hand a s ocial worker from ~a l timore 

dif f ers with PoletJ• • Jewish Charity withou t Judaism," he 

stated, • 1s meanins less and the Sabbath is one of the t"unda­

~ental principles 1n Juda isn ••• ew1 ah charitable institu tions 

not onl7 must feed the body , but must nour ish the s oul." 
6 

In order t o c ope ~tth tL1s ~roblem a s pecial type 

of empl oyment a _enc y for Sabbath observers was needed . Such 

an a i:;ency was organized . We read 1n the J e 'fish Social Ser vice 

c.uarterly t hat the J e\T~sh Sa.bbo.th Alliance a t ,02 East 14th 

Str eet in l, ew Yor k '; lty seelr.s poa1t1on:s for boys and eirls 

who are Sabbath observers. 

rhe pr oblem o~ Sabba th observers e oe s not s e em t o 
• r 

be a strcn - one, et leas~ ~e unde r s tand f r om the paucity of 

reosrks on 1t in tle l iteratu re we hove studie• . Some s ocial 
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workora reGard Sabbath observnnce as something to be di acour-

aged quickly - - as someth1 bothersome . Others with proper 

aens1t1v1ty if not with some religi ous feeling have felt 
c.h"1n' 

that t heir cboats• feelings on tho problem sh ould be respec-

t ed. i,!1es ,Tu lia A. Duah.k1n represents t ho former when she 

otated that " the observance or tho Sabbath with prohibition 
7 

of cook1ns on the Sabbath day makes f or additional coat . " 

rh1 e attitude is not representative of t he ma j ority of social 

workers, who have learned to deal w1 th this problem ~,1th tho 
C. • 

proper sens1t1v1ty we have mentioned above . 
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$ACTION II 

A. General 

One of the moat interest1rl6 subjects in this survey 

wao to f1nd the religious con t ent i n social work and t he 

social aspects of r el1g1on. Starting with the fi rst volume 

of the , at1onal Conference of Jew:t ah Charities occasional ar-
....... . 

ticlea were found dealing with this subject. The le~d-off 

article was by Di nnie Lo• -- an article fi l led with a deep 

religi ous feel1ng and a sense of consec rat ion 1n helpi ng the 

unfortunate. •A colleague," s he remarked , •once said - - a 

wery serious worker and a consi s tent bel1ever,'Do you think a 

man or woman can be trul y relig i ous wi t hout c ivin& some time 

· n f r endl y service to the poor~ ' This was a question well 

put. The ~oundat1on of reli s 1on is s e l f - sacrifice . Asel­

fish man cannot be a religi ous man , nor 1s he ethically 

s ound ••• ~:e co to t he houtie of worship -- we hear beai:tiful 

&e rmons on the ethics of philanthropy --••• but all the aermo~ 

of F 1. f e t1me will not fi ll the ti lls of our charit y or gani­

zations , or arouse us f rom our chari table apathy , a s will one 

short term of pers onol contact wi th the poor, a personal 

lmowled.-e of the i r needs , a per sonal conviction of our duty.'" 

At the fi r st national conf erence of J ewish Char1t1ea 

r . ~ 11 :, . r 1rs ch was asked to give a.n address on "The 

Ztbics of Pr1endly V1ait 1P,S." r is a<! r es ::.. , of course , 79.S 

r· 11ed with reli~ious content, even as ~1ss Low' s. ro do it 
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Justice one would have to i ncl ude t he whole article . However 

one statement stands out: •tri endl y visiting 1a indeed but 
2 

a ppl ied 'iemilath 1 ·o._scnd.1m'." 

On the last day o ~ the Conference Dr . Hirsch spoke 

on 9 The Place of the Indi vi dual 1n 'odern Philant hropy" 
3 

and thi s too overflowed with r e l1g1ou& content. (since this 

study d ~ala w t h social workers and t heir literature, although 

rabbi's influence 1a strong , we will include only a few ar­

ticles by t hem ) . 

J:r a. Plall~ 1n he r eddreaa at the f irst conference 
,, 

began with a "re l 1 1ou'9 introduction: t hi s belief i n j u s tice to 

t he poor ha s alway s been so much a pa rt of t he Jewi s h r eligion, 

so deep-rooted has been tbe idea that ·1v1n tot e poor 1a 

necess a r y f or sa lvati on , t hat the Jewi sh bcg-:ar crune t o consid­

er himself as a real bene factor by r,1v1na those better pr o­

vided witb \70r l d l y ~:ooda t o perfo . this reli :i ou s duty."'/ 

A. !: . P-r ome• son attacked the desultory Jewishness of 

various settlements and ins ti ~utes in Hew York 's P';est Side in 

l ~Ou , a few ye r ~ ~ter the f irst conference. Be stated tha~ 

" it is t his lo.cl: of Jewishness t h.o.t r.a s lost f or all of the 

regenerative wor k of the East Si de the full mea sure of its 

u s e f u llness ••• the salvation of the Jew 1.n the pa• t was his 

rel1c 1on , and whenever he has been lo.c:c1n,· 1n religion he ha s 

deteriorated. J: oth1ng 1n modern condi tions justif ies the be ­

l i ef that Le has s rrived at that point where he can do with­

out hi s r eli5ion •••• Let the J ewishness of t he inst1t ut1ons be 



positive . rhus much of tho difficul ties that beset s ocial 

er pre entive work on the Enst side of : ew ~or k • •• vi ll di s ­

ap?ear . The s \,npathy ane co- operation of t he people wh ose 

s , pf\th·r and cooperation i s needed most that is , the peo-

ple for whom tr-e wor k i a i ntended , will be won ••• i n t i me , 

the need !'or ::""UCh pr eventive wor k will di sappear." 

,ot qt•i te in t he same \'e1n , but still demonstrating 

how char ity anc reliui on are closely bound up to ether, Dr . 

;:;: l e, stein 1r. the 1~0& Proceed1ry;s of the Ua tional, Cont'erence o~ 

,rewi s h ':har1t1es I wh l e discusainc Je•.-,iat-- J hnrit&bl e a c tivities 

n ?.uss1a sa;t, • The car e f or the poor, the weak ano the !'allen 

is a:-ion · the d1 st1n -ui s hin s f oundatio),S of -uda1em. The J ew 

1:ns eve r stood near to his ~od , and as the life ot no otnur 

people h9 oeen so ~l ose l bound vp with 1ts rel1i 1on ea that 

cf Israel, so no other peopl e hos oeen so .. horou ·hly i mbued 
11 I 

with t~ e spirit of ' Zedoka h .' 

The work of the ·r oe Syno: o~,e i n the f1elr of 

soc a l welfare , comb1n1.n both ~~ o reli..,1ous enc :,oc1al as­

;,e c ts o f t r e ~1el d , anc! f o l low n,· in the s pirit 4ted in the 

pr ecedln~ pkra0 r ~ph , ho.z been one of ~he brl ht li ·hts ln 

Ar erico.n Jude ! sn. . _r . ~lise, the ~ounder of ' he --ree Syne ocue 

nve a Rt1rrin0 edo re ss rt the l ~O: conference of Jewi sh 

.1ha r1t1es called " The '1.lnction o• the Conf e r ence of J e,-,1sh 

~~ar1t1o s ." In th is addreas n r . Jise stated , "The Jewish 

Conference is not t.o bes. m1n~ a ture reproduc tion cf ':he '"at -

1ona_ : on~erence of Char ities and Bor rect ion pl us a kos~e r 
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sls n . This Conference ough t to 1~est \.tpon Jewish, principl e s 

and Jewish Convictions. ?ailing to do t his , it 'Wer e not 

onl y super~l uous but imper tinent . Thus I have heard it eer-

1oual7 mooted that t he synagorue shoul d a ppropriate certai n 

methods 1n \ogue amon~ t he f a1t h- heal1n cul ts i n order t o 

hold its own. But lf our own be f labby- bodi ed and f l abby­

minded be1nea • • • then better disown them than our f aith . 

Juddism woul d not purpor t t o of f er it8 di scipl e s the means 

of prophylaxis aGaina t disease &nd death. Judaism 1a not 

to be an i mitation of every new f a shi on l n r el16 1on and to 

pr e t end to ive man a cure f or t t anatophob1a . In t he fun­

damental thln,.- s of soc i a l service , I s rael i s to be t r ue o 

itself; as 1 t i s to be t rue to i ts ..,e 1us in all. t.ha t 1 :-, 
7 

pr imal a nd vital 1n our spi ritual heritage ." 

At the s e t ime :-r . ':harles Futzler s t ated , 

" that I believe it to be the unction of rel1c i o,n: 

•r . '!'o teach mo.n his duty to his ,od a.nd to his 

f ellowman . 

II . 10 sympathize w1 th \ is bret hren \'1hen in di s t ress . 

I II . ~o oid t he poor and needy . 

l r . To upl i ft nd encoura e t:ie dmmtr odden. 

v. To educate the i s nor ant . 

•·1 . And to open the winc!ows of ever ctark pl ace , 

s o t hat t he r ays of t he noon- dav s1un may enter , 
.. s and supp lant s adness with j oy . 

The address of Louis ··ar shall at t h e fifth Uat1onc.l 
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Conference seoo ed t o have been worthy cf l on6 diacuaa1on. 

T~o address on • The Need of a n~stinct l y Jewi sh ~endeney 

in tbe Conduct of Jo'.Jiah Educational I ?;stitu t1ons" was f ol­

l owed b r emar ks f r om !!r . Charles Fut zler of 1rc1n1s. whose 

ideas on t he subject are menti oned a oovo , by several profes­

sional social workers , a layman, and r . qogen . All but the 

lo tte r steted that they c oul c not divorce charity f r om r e-

11 !.on. Boris Bogen stated tha t the "pri de of .American Jews • 

ts "that t hey r.a.ve divorced charity fratre l 1c1on ••• I believe 

t hat t t la a m.!stalte to thinl: t poat t hore is onl y r ne single 

reason f or Jewis h existence -- reli s1on ••• I t seems t o me 

t he re i s no necessity or 1nject1 
9 

Charity ." 

Jewi s h r e ll i on -nto 

The above s t atements were made by social ~orkers. 

Miat d o rabbi s say? Rabbi !!osea ';r1ea, of Cleveland, i n h1a 

p8per be fore the 1~12 Conference sa..id , "Let us welcome t he 

consecration to e rv1ce as the fines t express ion of rel1~1on 
10 

a nd of l i ~e , serv n - Aod ~y ~ervice ~0 ~od •s creat· ree . 

Dr . ~utman of Syracuse stated at the s ame conference, 

• 1 be l ieve t ~n t the house of worship shoul d 6l so be a pl ace for 

practica l ,1or k end i n &.11 cities 7:bcre t h•,re 1s no charity 

bu~lding the te~ole s h~ul c open w1de 1te 3atea and i nvite the 
11 

wor kers to co~e 1n." 

At the 1: 27 Conference, 11.r . 1111am J . Shroder, 

d1scus s 1nr t he rel 1: 1ous inspi ration of Jewi sh Charity witb-

01 t re:erence to the sOTJ1a - o,::\1e i n part1 cular had the follow­

' 
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inz t o say, •The was a t i me \'7hen the Je\f ' s attitude t o,varo 

soeio l obligation s diffe r ed widely f r om that of h1a neigh­

bors. The f lame or his ethical phil osophy, hi e religious 

u r ge • • • waa kept clive ••• by centuries of enroroed ghetto 

existence acid atorma of hatred c. . • d oppression ••• His own 

au ffe r1nGS left hi m tender to the poverty , aickneas or hol p­

leaaneaa ofc:ther a . So not only waa hta so 1Rl cons ciousness 

more aena1t1ve to s ocial evila, but alao hio w1ll1ngne sa to 

1ve materially and 1n service tor their amelioration was 

- rea t er tbo.n hla ne1F,hhore. Traditional attitude• change 

tut slowly i n response to changed cond1t1ona . t t he gap 

between h im and his non-J ewi sh ne1 -hbora haa been nnrrowcd ••• 

by the awakened s ocial conscience of Americo • •• Of course , 

the ethical ideals and religi ous moti vation of C 1~t1an1ty 

compelled help f or the unfor tunate . 'ei ,hbora were he hbor-
ty 

1, the poor were not permitted to starve no, the s ick t o 

.;o w1thcut ca re . Ru t what ns done wan 1nop1red by rel i gion, 

and not by vivi d conac1ousness of eoc1el obl1get1on ••• So-
12 

e1ety owed little beyond whnt rel 1.c 1on demanded ." 

Ure . John !' . 'll enn add res sed thie same Conference on 

t he -=1elci of Sectarian Social or k . "The csse wor k ett1tude," 

aho etated , • 13 ~1nd1n 1 e wa y 1nto tho Chur ch . Social ser­

vice tia8 sprun ·• ! r om chur ch nd aynr o --ue e \'en thou; h church 

and ·,nazo:ue at t imes have been s l ow i n reco n1z1ng 1ta off-

pr1ng . In the field of eoc ~al cas e work h is past w nter , 

there ha ve heen in different parts of the co-untr gr oups eom1Jl6 
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together to cons ider bow social work may draw on the church 

for ins piration and for definite meeti 3 of the ep1r1tual 

need of tlo people under care . There 1a com1 to be a rec­

o&ni t1on of the fact t hat organized religion baa a contrib­

ution to J:Ulke which 1a comparable t o the contribution that 

medic_ne or peych1atry or pedag og~ 11 making ••• SoMe of the 

fines t work t hat i s bein .. done in the way of revealing t he 

s piritual t o client s is being done by case worker, who nre 

serving under so- cnlled ae cul nr aocietiea; but in addition 

to what s uch religlous- minded worker• are doing there la , 

1n m jud ent, the need for the cburcb to have aaaociated 

with i t those wt o make a : pec1f1 c study of the distincti ve 

contributi on t hat t he chur ch shoul d make to social case wor k • •• 

Along with • 11 t he rel at1onahipa thct are bein. eatabl1ahed 

throUGh social wor k , shoul d t here not be a peculiar attenti on 

to the est blishment of tbe ~reatest of all relationships, 

t he relat1onsh1.p to od? ?.ay ..,e not acknowled.ge hat the 

pur pose of creation 1a t ha t we ourselves becooc c reators with 

~oa, •. . We ca3e wor kers ~ust, 1n my judgment, ca rry into 

o r wor k of he l p1n~ to br 1n~ ouout adj stments be tween l n­

d1v1dual s , of establishin · r elat1 onsh1pe, cement1ny fa.~1 l y 

t i es, f'u.rthertn1 unity ; a conception of the part ~n d h i mse lf 

pl ys i n e e t abl1s: i ng r elat i onship • •• In apeakin ; t o you a s 

a body of Jewish s oci al ,.,or l..ers, I ··,1sh : o emphasize what is 

rrry belief as a member of cy own ~hurch , the Episcopal, that 

we each hove a contr ibut i on t o rnake t o social •.-.,ork by br ingi ns 
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int o it a c l earer conception of what rel1~1on is , a f iner un­

doratandins of what it ~eo.ns to prepare one's self to reveal 
13 

t o others the 11berat1nc power of the lif e or the spiri t .• 

The next division i n 'thari ty ond Reli~ion• 1s f r om 

Jewish Chllr1t1ea, and t he Jewi.ah Social Service quar t e r l y. 

Instead of onl y a rti c les about t he t ie- up be tween char ity and 

religi on t hia section will also d r al with refer ences to 

actuo.l oase a as men tioned 1n Jewiab Charities . J e,dsh Charities 

beE;ina wi t h 1910 . The Temple Emanu- El sisterhood of San '::'ran-
14 

c1soo plac9' orphans leaving the Pa cif ic Pe brew Or phan Asyl um . 
15 

Te Free Synagoe;ue arran ed a social service conference . 

1'hero was a Church nn6 Soc1o.l Work sessi on at t he ,et, onal 
16 

Confe ~ence of CPar1t1ea ane Correction. Tt-e : entral Con-

f e rence of A~erican .tab b1s ha• a !tound a ble on "Tho Synag ogue 

and Socia l Ser vice led by Rabbi 0 s°) JOl dens on June 30 -
17 1··-- 0 

J ·Jl 7 , 6, 1911 . • 

The s ervices ut t he Templ e durin the annua l ~'eet-

1nr of t he ~a t1onal Jewi sr. ~osp1tel f or Consucptives will be 
l u 

devoted t o t he hocp1t al . (lOl } ) A school for t each1nJ for -

e t c ne rs meeto n the vestry- roomms of the Temple under t he 
19 

au s pices of R b b1 Jac ob l ~. ~a plan. (1~13) 

The notes j ust :ne~tionec ond a f ew f o_low1n1., a re 

representative of a t endency f ound durin~ the years l ~00-

1020 , a nd continued 1n part t oday . ~hey ill ustrate s ocial 

..,o r k in synacoc;;uea and .. hr ou ~- synas ogues . 

Dr . ~osenau , in Apr i l 915 stat ed, • The synagogue 



-19-

needs t o jul(ry ita r ais on d'etre by social service together 

with other worldl y purposes ••• The social work of t he Free 

Synagogue is of a practical and i nspiring nature, and it 
20 

represents relig i on, put into terms of the needs of today." 

An announcement of Ch<taqua Courses in Social Ser­

vi ce: "The Synagogue as a Social Force,• by Dr. Stephen 
,, 

lise and Or ganization of Social Ser ~ice• i n t he J ynagogue by 

Dr. Sidney S. rol ds t ein , again illustrates the wor k of the 
21 

Free Syna; ogue in practical work . 

Through an article in the "Temple Ti ding s of Temple 

de Hirsch• the idea of a r ederation of Jewi sh Charities was 
, 22 

revive rt in Seattle in 1915. There were two relief societies 

connected wit h t he Reform Temple in Seatt le. Ra bbi Koch 

t ook t he stand that people not affiliated wi th the Temple 

a r e not quali f ied to have a voice in the development of Ju­

daism. Therefore a few months ago {1915 ) t he Ladiea 1::e br ew 

?enevol ent l ociety chan0ed its name t o t he L. · • P. S. of 

the Temple de Pirsch. The management of t he Home for t he At;ed 

is under the ae~i s of t h is group; and t he J ewi sh settlement 
2 ~ 

is supported l ~r ~ely by it too . 

"What ri ~ht has a s ocia l worker to s peak on social 

evils within the wells of a synagoE;Ue?" was as::ed of Jacob 

~11likop~ Dec . ;, 1) 16 ,at Rockdale Temple . Eis answer wa s , 

n!{eal rel1- 1on must bave a s ocia l a s well as a moral s1gn1f-

1cance . Real socia l .;or lt shoul d o. lso have a deep re l 1: 1ous 

meaninc;; . Tha t which is sociol oi:icelly c orrect :irust be reliG-
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24 

A definite pl an for deve l oping generoua1ty and 

sympathetic under standi ng among the Sabbat h School children 

of Chicago, promul bated in April , 191 6, was apora.neoualy re­

ce ' ved by the Chic ·o RP.bbih ical Associa t i on and the Sabbath 

School r eachers • Aseoc1at1on . Thia plan ia called t r e " Eelp 
25 

a Chil d t eague .• 

Under the Qlidance of Dr . s. Leonard Lelt of Temple 

1od e f Shalom a eocial aer~ice study class was - e ~un . The aim 

1s t o ;1ve the members of thia • laaa ~he proper poi nt of view, 
26 

wi t h rec ar to the soci 1 ~erv1ce a cncies of Pittsbur gh • 

... ornel 1e. ·; . ::a ·or I s a rticle concerned wl th he ?,a. tio­

nal - ederation of ~ample S1eterhoods is of ext r eme value . 

"""'ho Uetional Vederat1on of 'l"empl e Sisterhoc-ds was planned to 

r ev1 ve wi th 1ncrea.sed vi :or an nppr~cio tion and love f or Jew-

1a!- i deals, to br1nu the Jew1:sr- wocen to ~~.e !'cal1r.at1on 

of h e1· obl1 ,at i on tovr r Ci G ti" e s•,'JUl '.;O 1.1e •md t o 1 ve her e n 

er por un ' :· to 3hare 1th ~ho r-en t he re s;,ons1bil1 ty of t he 

con ,re :at1on . .. The J;s.tionel ... ederation of ? empl e Siator hoods 
,, 

exem 1111ed t i 1 s ~heory" ( :-:.ent 1 oned in tho ortic le ) t hat ph11-

anti rop, , rel1 ion nnc educntion ore 1nterrolated , interde-
,, 2'" 

~e~de,t a n 1nc lc) cns abl e . 

r . 03co.r Leonord in tlio s GMc suppl ~ment in which the 

pr ece ~1nb art1 : le 1s fou nd writes nbcut the s ocial value of 

.;ew1s t- :·ct1ona l1sm. :.is t hesi s 1s that tr•e J ews are not merel y 

a reU let,.: ·r oup . ':'he oo. lvat1 on of t~e .Jew to r i m 1.s Z1 on -
2c-
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In an artcle , • '!'he 

f rcld 1 l ?cr, e7.ecut1 e ~ecrct ry oft Det.ro1t J wt 

c1 l enciea , aat i , •c ritJ 1 n n • .in 0 t aalan 

of 1t evcral CIS fl t! 

.:"' . :-ry Lur!e ~n ~ pc 1 - on • J wi h . 
,ev1ah• 1n the Sc.te I'!:" l 30 !• •• of 1ah 

Soc1 l or:,:; 

Social Sc:-v!ce 
,. follcwtn.= : • I t:-- • . .. .. .. .. 

---
-e .. al- a cncJ C r • w!th ether cnc'e• t ratA.n !n tol -

.t1 cu t or t ~ cllent.a 

tole:- nc 

or crown r po' a~enc1e 

3 u r.~crat n6~n c. ol1da y ~ Sab~ th ~b er-

v ncea, dietary l •• re: iou t 

r r re~1 1oua ecre::lanlal ln -arrl 

1 !n c! ycut , • • 

e , and d1vo. e • • .. . 
ct 

~l 



- 22-

~. Social 'Norker and Relig ion 

It 1s difficult to dist1n ;uisb between comments 

about the social ~orker and r eli ; ion end charity -- and 

r e l i ~ion. Powever, a fe~ articles about social workers 

and r elitiion have been selected . They will in part sh ow what 

the social worker thinks of himself i n this rega r d and what 

the rabbi s f ind right or wron0 in t he situation. :.:r . Abraham 

Gaplan•s article begins t his di vision. 

I n l Q13 he cr1t1ci zJ t he social 1orli::er ~or her 

lack of rol1 : ion. "Tbe Jewish social worke r ~hou l d ~e vital-

1, i nterested in the religious proc ress of his people , not 

as a necessary leaven t o the devel~pment of ~ooa instincts, 

ennoblin0 influences , and f iner mor ality , ~hlch osten,ioly 

he ·.-,oul d have propa0ated . Whet Je·,71.sh soc ial orker is ab sorbed 

in the rel1 -1ous status of h is ;>eopl e in A· crica '? ":lho has 

di rec~e~ t imsclf t o t ranslate the ~cwer f~l essence of Judaism 

to the ~ener a l pr o;r ~ss of the Jewish pe ople. The Crr1st1an 

s ocial wor ke r · s intense l y rel1 ,- 1ous; tbe Je•,visr social ·orker 

i s mcr b161~ indi fferent." 
,2 

: r . Oscar Leonard answer.,J r . Capl an 1n Jewish Char-

1 t1es fo r !"ay , 1913 . Pe stated hat ""r . Co.:>l an has 'tlistaken 

the exce?tion, tr.e r are exception , f or the rul e , when he accu s ­

es social J'rkers of betn: ' har d , col d and mechanica l ••• , 

J must touch , if no t thorou hl y , a t leas ~ 11 ht l y , upon the r e -

11 .,.icus phase t ouched upon b :, : :- . ... a plan. The Jewis h social 



wor ~er iho untierstands tendenc i es a t all, understands that 

t he social ideals s o fervent l y held by our ,o immi0ranta 

are e s sential ly reli0ioua i deals. It really does not matter 

how rel 1~1on oanifests itself, whether in synago5al attendance 

w th pr yors hat one may do t he r i - h t , or in an effort t o 

0et the whole world to do ~he ri -ht . our young i mmi grants 

ha ve translated t he r•1tb of the ir r atners into social i ­

deals ••• I t 1 s unfair t o c ompare the rel1 ; 1oua work of t he 

vhr1st1~n social worker 1itb t hat of i he Jewish. he J 1a­

t1an social worker inter eot ed 1n or banize rel18ion often does 

settlement work ror n pur ~ose . The pu rpose be~ns to b rine 

those who come t o l he settler.ient ',vi t hin t he -"ol d 1 ••• To u se 

t he settlement as bait to ain chu rch membership 1s wr on~. 

I am £lad tna t the Jewish sett l ement hoc! been :-e - arced a s a 

means i n its elf, and is not merel. bai t f or the s yna~or;ue. 

The Jewi s h sett lement r.2oes everywhere reliz i ous '."l t"r k among 

ch l dren. Thi s i s pr oper ••• But to l ook e~ter the sma~oga l 

li f e of the notu re 1ne i v1duol 1s not ihe work of ~he s ettle ­

~ent ••• The . rent eat set ► lemente a re t t ose which are end s 1n 

themse lves, and are no t bait f or t hi s o~ t hat denominational 

or an1zot1.on ••• The business of the J e\Y_sh sett l ement, as 

t hat of all othe r ae t t l e~en ts , is ~o mou l d cha racter. The 

~uslness of religi on i s the same . If t he settlement of today 

does ~or t he youn~ what t he syna ~ocue of old ~id f or our fa ­

the r s. dh y c~i ticize t he settlement . Let u s re joice that a n 

a~ency ha s been found to fill this need . The basic thing 1n 



r eligi on is n ot c r eed , but deer • " 
33 

The ~ovember , 1913 i ssue of Jewish Chari t ies i n­

cluded two articl es of int e r est to ua . The f 1rat, "Rel i g i on 

and Social Wor k " and t he se cond, • Rabbi e a Social Worker.• 

The bur den of the first art icle is "how CM anything but mis­

understandinc be expected in a communi ty which har bor s bot h 

rabbi and s ocial wor ker, where t he forme r has f ew social i deas 

and the latter l ittle r e l i ~1on ••• J us t how the synagozue will 

take co n1zo.nce of the s trong t rend to s ocial se rvice we are 

not prepared to say . Per haps our t heol o ·1cal c ol leges mi ~ht 

,~ oert ake to r a1r o f ew of thei r s tude~ta s peci f ically f or 

s ocial wor k i n Lhe bope that they mi ht f ind a • ay to unify 

the ¢ ritunl e ndea vors of the communi t y by br i n_: i ng the syn­

ar o':'le in s -ympathe tic t ouch with s oc ial l i f e and effort ••• 

We ma expect in t he nea~ future an • ~~r ava t i on of t he f ric ­

t i on , a t leas t t emporarily , when wor kers a r e i n t roduced i n t o 

corn:nun1t 1ea for the f i rst t , me and tind t hem~elvea f ace t o 

face wi t h as t uat1on bri t l l nc with c ifflcul t i e s . This mi ~ht 

not be t he case if t hey had mor e ettnchment to the ~ynago;ue . ;L 
thnn the avera0e Amer ican YOWle per s on . " 

The second a r t i c l e ~~ the"R bb1 &s Social Wor ker'' 
I 

1s a review of He.bbl Fox ' s paper a t the l ' ' l.J+ Conf erence . His t he-

sis is tho t " the fountain- head of a ll ~ocia l wor k 1s the i n ­

f l uence of the s7?1a~o,:-ue , and i f the t 1s ne : lected the Jewi sh 

social wo~ker s may pre par e t c ~o out of busi ne s s . But the 

rabbi ma;, <lo a ·r e a t , ea l if r.e underst ands s oc i a l work." 
;b. 
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On the other h and Rnbb1 F ox stated that "a real1s~at1on or 

the fact t hat the work of the m1n1ster ie t he wolrk of t h e 

social worker, and vice versa, ie t he first step in the 

obl1 teration 1n a rela t1ons h1p that aeema to hav•e been s trained 
35 

trad itionally ." 

?he s t atement of Rabbi Fox can be understood fully 

if a t tention l a 31ven to the following note which ment ions 

that , • The ensent1ally r el1g 1oua natur e of social wor k 1a 

we ll srown b the fac t t : t moat rabr1e d e vote muci of t h e i r 

time to or "'aniz, ing new forms of s ocial e ndoa vors as •,Tell as 

s_pportin s actively t Loae forma vt- ich alr eady e,c:1st • • • The 

31 tuo.tion was sh.o.r pl y out l ined at t h e revent co111f erence of 

fie for, ~a bbia . The Commi t ee on Syna: o ~ue and I ndustrial 

rela t ions hod subr.iltted a repor t ndvocatin • mos ~; of the 

pr o ressive a llev i a l measu re s now bei■v a : 1toted in thle 

c ountr"' ..• : t woe re !'erred t o a committee, wr1ch wi 11 r eport 

u pon 1t next ~ear . Stephe n ise ~a5 ve he me n t ~ 1d bitter i n 
36 

~l s ~ere~se of the report ." 

The :: t i ona l ~ounc11 c f J e\Y1sh 'ionen ,as ,.,e a ll know 

has --one -eomen wor !t 1.n a oc i nl ser vi ce . 't"ollowt nr in the 

steps of leaders 1n s ocial wor k ~ho hs v e felt t t e t' e between 

r e l1_:1on and charit1 t he :ounc11 has s 09or ted cour ses for 

volu nteers 1 n reli 1ous ba ck.._.r ound . Accor din .., tC' 1'1ss Lu c y 

.r. ~hamberla1n , t h e ''at 1. ,. :1al ~ounc 1 of J e wish 'Vomen i n --roo:-c­

lyn , •·ew '•~or k ;>r ovided c fo r um in 1"'2 o under the aus p i ces c- f 

►be Commi ttoe on Rel101on at wh1cr. a ref o rm , a c ons e r vat1 ve 
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;" 
and an orthodox rabbi s poke. 

Not only haa the Caic,1. l of Jewish Women , and the 

s ocial worker felt the need of havi a rel1c:; i oue background, 

psych1atr1ata t oo have felt thits need . The following s tate­

men t by a p~ychiatriat 1llustra1cea this f eeling . 

"We are f irmly convlm:cd tha t 1n order to a ppr e.ise 

t he vo.r1ous ah ad1n&s of the men'tal lif e nn d be havi or reac­

tions of a Jewish patient , t he psy chiatrist must have an un-

6erat and1nw of ewiah ps ~chology ••• J ewlab trad~t i ons, re-

1 1g1oua observances, habits o.nd custo~a, must be understood 
38 

bot h in the i ai:;n os 1a and portlcularl •. 1n the t herapy." 

Rabbi I srae l in an r rtlcl e, " \~t of Scc1o l "ustice" 

shows t he inte rest i n soc el Jnsti ce ~r the Central ~onfe r ­

ence cf Americar Ro ob1a. • Tl e Commission on Soc i al Justice 

of t he ~ . c. A. R. la enterinG mor e 4nd more d eepl y in to the 

f~ndamental prob l e~a that arc •t ~1tat1n· ou r indu s t r i al and 

soc i al l ife ; and nore and mo:-o , t he modern libe r a l rabbi i s 

find n c the s ol ut ion to the de:oo.nd:l of a s ocialized r el101ou a 

con s c ience in s ome ... r eat rt- for.n nove".Tcnts wr !.cb en · r os s so 

many of our J e~inh s oc1o.l -:1or k i!l r s. Si de by side, yet with un-

correlate d effort , they are s t :r1 vin1• towar d the aame e nd ." 
}9 

: or ol d S- l ver of the Jewish Social Ser vi ce - ureau 

of ~rtroi t wrl te i in l ?~ : •Thee t rome i mpor t ance or Jewi sh 

cu ltural vo l ucs and the need f or the enoe ,,.,or kar to b e thor o h -

1-., a. t tome 1n the Jewish bncltg round of l'-1 3 c l ient ele cannot be 

e~phasi zed too much." here are b1-•~e k l ~ ~emi nar d1scuao1on a 



on Jewish content in case work in three case wor king agencies, 
40 

1n Detroit. 

Louis Levinthal also is i n fovor of Jew1ab back­

gr ound for s ocial workers . In t he Jewiab Social Service 

~uarterly ot September, 193b he stated that , • rn the manage­

ment and leadership of Jew1ah s ocia l service, tbero 1s a leg­

itimate place only for aff 1r at,1ve Jews who have faith in the 

value of the J ewish her1 tage •• •. If t b e above holda t rue ••• 

ou r s ocial • ~enc1ea ••• woul d bu moni featations of the tradi­

tiono. l a p1r1 t or ,Tul1a 1. am... u1: T:,ed o.k a h , cut ~e mil uth Cho.e­

osim, cu t Chi nuoh o _~r from t h e!l r s ource, our Tora h ••• and 

the adm1n1otrotion or our coo:n,.mal a~cnc1e a becomes a dull, 
4J 

colorl ess , pas o1onl eas businesD , • 

As we come to the end of this section we inc l ude 8 aemi ­
~~T,c / 11 

apol o~e t c and o critique by two ver y pr ominent leaders in 

the field of Jewish social we l fare . r . Ka r pf ts artic le ia 

self - exp l anator y , Dr . Koh ' s com. .. e n ts a :-e not Be vere . The y 

" pr ov i d e a spr~board from ) ich o o :;na.'11ic social wor k ln this 

countr ·1 cc.n ari s e . 

Dr . ·:arpf at the 192:5 liationo.l Conference s t ated hat 

• - bel~e vo l t mus t be odm1ttedl t ha t the J ewish s ocial wor':ers 

are not ral i ~1ous a 3 a ~r oup , if conf omity t o t r nd1t1onal 

.Tew s h custoMo aind r eli _:- 1ou s practices be the criterion ••• 

os p:- vate persons we c oul d 1Ett:;1t1.motel-, res nt a ny at t emp t 

a t intrusion upon our ro l L- 1 ua a nd 1nr.e r l ife and views, 

c lai~ln - tho.t ~t ey e re our 0W1i pri vate a f f ajr : bu~ aa r epr e -
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sentatives of organ zed Jewish life and effort, we cannot con­

sider ouraelve a as a bove s u e ~ s"rutinv and c halle,nge • •• I t 1a ,. . 
essential th.at \'Te have a point o_ view regarding our wor k 

and relation ~o Jewish l ife which , alth ou~h per haps unaccep­

table t o out, c r i tics shoul d be a t l eas t rationale and oonsia-
42 

tent with n ph1l os ophv of l i f e whateve r 1.t ma y be . • 

Dr. T . C. 1:ohs 
1
who ho.s g i ve n u s a c •1 1t; i qne before 

c f Jewiar Soci al s,rvice ,a£a1n wr• te♦ in t he re~l ent Proceedi ngs 

or h e 1':it1onel Council o!' J ewish Soci a l e l faris (1940 ):•aa 

far as A.-ne ricon potentia l force s and r esources iare concerned , 

we shoul d reco nize that we are not t oo late for a progr am 

or const ruc t i on and a~el1oret1on 1n thi s area . The f ~l l ow1ng 

s u--est1ons woul d seem to be a ~pr opriete : 

1. .: ew1 si s ocial "or \.: in a ll its ve r1e tie s must 

b e in t o reco n ize i t s place i n 1nfl u enc1nf and enrich i n ~ 

ow~ sr cultu...~0.1 ltfe in Amer ica. ~his to national a ~enc1ea, 

s _ec1ali r.e d a -enctes, a nd the rank and fi l e of the soci al work 

pr c .fess1.on . 

2 . Jewish s ocial :,yor ·· must develop a ph' losoph, and 

a p ro~r a:n wh1cl. wi l l t:'"S~e ~ccio.l wor t ~ore the,n a detach e d 

and ~echan1cnl. service t o 1no1v1dua l s in need , wi t hout relat­

ion to t he d irection and conte .t o !, - wi s h 11fei and of .:"ewish 

val ue s . 

3. Jewi sh scc i.el .-;ork ..-ust not e bgndon t hose pro­

_:r&r.1s n d &ct1vit1ea " hich wr. ict nave s hovm promise for the 

bu · 10 1n,: of a pb l osophy ond e. 1 1 t e:::-a t"Jre o f' J•L1i ar social 
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work upon which such positive and constructive programs of 

Jewish life could be baaed. 

~ . Jewish social ·ork must not aoandon its program 

to pre pa re t he type of s oci al workers who will be sensitized 
4; 

t o and oapabl o of achieving t hese objectives . " 

Rabb i Sl.ver•s article on • The Development of Human 

Personality throu.c;h Relig ious Experience" will cleee the sec­

tion on •charity and Religion.• Thout;h thi s artic l e doe s not 

seem to belon he re, and perhaps should be in a section by 

itself we have felt that since tl~e de velopment of personali t y 

ls an important pa r t of a social wor ker' s job i t ahoul d be i n­

clude d in this section. Thi s article r.111 be inc l uced in 

part, and part of this i n outline . 
II 

JI . What do we mean by pe rsonality-- the or ganized 

self of nan functionin£ as a ur, i t in socia l li f e . Religious 

Experience -- Ps.rtic1pat ion in beliefs toucltinc· the ul t i mate 

spi ri tual real i t i es of life and in the mood and activity 

which de r i ve f r om the~ . 

The queation . then , pre se~ted to us is ho~ can such 

be l iefs i n the essentia l spiritua l ity of the unive rse and 

t he part icipa tion in those characteristic acts and moods 

whi ch qe call reli s ious , he l p man t o function ~ore e ffectivel y 

as a c r eat ive uni t in soviety. We ~~intain t r-at such a f a i th 

will, i n the fi r st place help h im to surmount the i ntellectual 

difficul t ~es -,bich he is l ikel y t o enccunte r , and whi ch , if 

not over come , ma y ove I'\vhe l.m and defei;.t him ; and i n the sec ond 



place, such a faith wi ll make possibl e abi1i nb ideate in his 

life wllic h "111 s timul at e h is will and give direction and unity 

to h i s life's pur pos e s . Not all the tribula tions of man are 

physical in their nature or psychic ••• There are men whose 

peace of mi nd depends upon the f indi of a satis factor y 

philos ophy of life, ,vh 1ch will mas t er thei r doubts , ~tr e th­

en tli..;ir hearts and Gi ve them confidence a nd give them hope to 

f ece the exactions and disill usionments of lif e.'' 

Sil ver cites/instances of men \Vho wi shed t o des t roy 

t hemselves because they felt t he universe is without pur pose 

or in t el ligence -- a blind me c hanism moved by e qually blind 

f orces, ~ Tolotoi in hie "Confe s s~ nna" Who f elt himsel f 

5oin!; to pieces . " l{ow l'ol stoi 11 ve d e full lif e. And yet one 

unful fi lled nee d was thr eateninr; to overtnrow his whole 

world . Ee lacl{ed the sus tei-nin,:: inf l uence which cones f r om a 

r ee lization that the uni ve rse is not a th1n 7 bu t a personality, 

t he mani f estations a nd the dwclli nu- pl ace of a cr ea tive and 

bene vol en t 1n t elli~e nce, and that man i n his f inite ~6Y par­

t ~kes of i t, and in its creati ve effort s is i t s co- ~or ker. 

There nr e f ew men Ytho think at e.11 E bout those eter­

ne.l r,roblems of li f e t he whence and whether and i'fh y of t hinzs , 

who 1oul G not be he l ped to a sweet e r nnd f r eer li f e once thi s 

heroic postul ate of ~aith is ade ~ drivi n ~ no t i ve o~ t heir life . 

The need of '}cd i s as .·eal a ne ed in hum.9411re as t he need of 

food . Voltai re seJ d ~ha (J i f there were no "";od t he hu.':'!cn race 

,,oul d be c ompelled to ~nvent one . Why'? -;,,e cause man needs t he 



assurance that the great hunge r f or self- prot ecti on :hich l s 

his : oad and his 60al , may someday be s a tisfied. Ther e 1s 

one fundan:_ent&l hunger 1n human lif 9 and t hat i s the hunger 

for c ompl etion. P.e {man) knows that be 1s incompl ete 

but he ha s a vision of perf ect ion and compl eti on . 

I n a godl ess wor ld man ' s hunse r f or c ompl eti on is 

doomed to d i sappoin t ment and must turn to bitter nes s and 

~all . Rut g i ve t hat man a f aith t hnt be dwel ls i n a universe 

where ,od l a , where personality re ic:ns, 1n wr i cb all thinc s 

are l inke d togethe r by one d i vine pur pose , whose attri bu t e s 

are jus t i ce and goodness , and that he , f r ai l and f i n ite t hough 

he i s , is yet c oopera tin: i n the l or ious ful fi l lmen t of t ha t 

pu r pose and be hol d , what a current of hope and conf i dence you 

send i nto his l i f e . 

The :re i s yet a not her way in which the experience of 

f a ith contributes t o the deve lopment of human personality. 

The human s oul is fre quentl y a ba t tlefield . ~~e traditiona l 

mor alist calls i t t r.c atr~ i~l e bet1.'1e en the M ~·her and the 

lowe r self. The modern psychol o · i s t calls it the confl i ct 

be t ween wi ll and impul se, bet ween the social se lf and the sup­

pr e s sed ins tic ts, t he anti- s ocial sel f . ~·a n 1 ~ hope l ies i n 

t he victor y of t he s ocial sel f , and his well- be i n~ depends 

on the e~ancipat i on of t he inhi bited s e l f throuch mor a l sub-

1!.ms t i on . ;·an cen win this vic t or y on l v tb.rou -h t he exerc ise 

of r.1s ~111 conti nuously and especially in the 3r eet cr i ses of 

life . And , as Professor . Hadfi e l d correctly obs erved, , no-



thi ng ce.n sti mula t e the will es pa t ently as s.n i de al.I Bu t the 

great a bi di ng ideal s of life must find their source and orig i n 

f a ith. I f t he worl d i s imper s onal and mechanical, and men 

the pla thine of her edi ty and environment, there can be no 

me ani ng to hu."?UUl i deals ••• Wbenoe wi ll oome the gr eat assur ­

ance that s ome da y s omeone will make rea l t he i deals f or which 

we gave the bl ood of our sou.la? 

Coul d you social wor kers face the drabness of t hat 

wor l ~ into which ·.-our calling dai l y t alces you , t he want, tbe 

mise ry •• •• i f you believed ;hat all t hat i a, is inevitable • •• 

Coul d you brin£ to your mi nistry or coul d you derive from 

i t the l i ft und the entnsinsm and t he consecration unl ess 

ou felt t hat life i s perfectible, and t hat m£n ce.n r i s e on 

the run~s of sin en<.1 crime a nc! de f eat to t he hic her l evel, 

t hat rr.an can be renewed and remol de~ a ccording t o a hi5he r 

pa tter n of goodness and just ice ruid beauty? These are idea ls , 

6 r ounded not in Y.nowl edbe , but i n f a i t h , fa i th in the reali ty 

of a spiritua l or de r of l OOdness and t ruth and beauty in the 

universe -- faith in ,od . 

The rea l iza tion of this spir itual order underlying 

a l l t hings me.kes i deals pos sibl e . And these idea ls galvanize 

t be will of man and integrat e his persona lity •• • • Jus t e..s t he 

individual man or woman who is s t ncerel y re l i ~i ous is better 

e qui pped to face the tria lsof l ife , so , of cours e , i s the family 

ab l e to me et its pr oblems and cr i ses with a be tter chance of 

success , i f it is pe r vaded by a r eli~ious s entiment • • • The 
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bome needs the spirit of sanct ity •••• I f, in your daily min­

istry t hen, you can communicate thi s faith t oe. fellow human 

being in need of light and new sources of power , you will 

be be stowing upon him life's greatest boon, even as you will 

be enjoyins life' a rares t pri vil~; e •••• Speak not as a profes­

sional man. Speak as a fellow human beitld , a traveler upon 

the same road, a pilgr im t o the same shrine . Speak when life's 

flood is a t its lowest ebb , when all else has f ailed and dark­

ness settles on the soul, s peak in a stil\ smell, confident 

voice, of r.od . • peak and men will listen and men will under-

41-i. 
stanc . " 



SECTI ON I II 

Religious Education 

The next secti on 1s de vot ed to reli£i oua education 

and consists of notes about religi ous educati on in variou■ 

or 6anizat1one and among the farmers in the 'nited States . 

The material is varied a.nd represents a very important seg­

ment of social work in this country. Some divisions i n this 

section are l onger than other•, not necessarily because of 

an abundance of material but beca use they a r e either more 

i~portant or could be typified by one or two comments. 
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A. Among Jewish Fnrmera 

As early as 1902 the lit erature of social work 

mentions religious education for the Jewish farmer. Rabbi 

A. R. Levy of Chicago in an address before the Detroit con­

vention showed the lack of such education amongst Jewish 
l 

agricultural workers. 

Whether any attempts were made by any Jewish organ­

izat ions to ameliorate the above named conditions or not, 

J . w. Pincus s peaking in Beston, June 9, 1911 at the Conference 

of Jewish social workers said , • Reli/ioua education is woefully 

neglected 1n moat of the farming communities, and the children 

of Jewish f armers are entitled to relicious education as much 
2 

as a city child ." Eowever Pincus cont 1nuea to say that some 

attempt was started by the Jewish Chautaqua, and the Union 

of American Hebrew Congreeations , a few months previousl y . The 

former"inaugurated in the South Jersey colonies classes in 

Jewish P.istory and Bible" , and the latter "has sent out re-
2 

l i c iou s l eafl e t s to chil dren of Jewish farmers ." 

By Nove~t er 1912 t he editors of Jewish Charit ies 

were able to state t ha t "one of the difficulties encountered 

by Jewish farmers is the abs ence of the Jewish religi ous l ife, 

when they are scattered over a l a r ge area of the country . The 

Jewish Chautaqua has done a distinct service in attending to the 
3 

reli: i ous needs of the farmers in ' he 1:orthwest." ?urther, 

in an article on r eli 01ous work wi t h Jewish farmers, a corres-



pondent wr•te~ that "from reports presented by the Jewish 

Chauta,ua Society, there are indications of a development of 

growth, especially 1n the .1r worlc in the agricultural districts, 

which cannot fail to be far-reaching in the extent of its mag­

n1tude •••• So s+esaful waa the result of t he work in South 

J ersey that the Socitety endeavored to extend its activity 

into new fields. Laat spring they inaugurated this education 

in North Dakota •• ~. 

At the fourth annual convention of the Federation 

of Jewish Farmers, November 17 , 1912 the delegates decided 

officially t o "cooperate with the Jewish Chautaqua Society 

and the Synag ogue and School Extension Committee of the Union 

of Amer1ce• Hebrew Congregations in providing religi ou s in-

structions to the children of Jewi sh farmers ." 
5 

While t he account of the religiou s work seems op­

timistic up till now, J . w. Pincus writin0 in June , 1913 

stated tha t "1 t i s only •111 thir: Lhe l iast t wo years that the 

Jewish Chautaqua and the School Bxte.nsion Depc.rtment of the 

Union of An:erico.n Fe bre,w Congregations started to pay atten­

tion to the farmers •••• ,'fhile this ·:1ork i s ver y commendable, 

it 1a not adequate as it only covers a very small ter rit ory. 

Pr ovisions should be made to a ssist any fanning commw11ty in 
6 

securin.; reli5ious i nstructors." 

By 1927 one ::oul c expect t hat a l a r ge dent \vould 

have been made in the problem of religiou s education of rural 

communities . 3u t t hi s is not so. Ga briel Davidson, writing 
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in the Jew1ah Social Service Quarterly aa;L "that the sub­

j ect of religion has thus far only been hinted at. Chris­

tian f a rmers have their churches and religi ous organizations 

handed down to them as a legacy f rom f ormer generations. 

The p:•esent day Jewish f armers have no such heritage. They 

must build for themselves -- no easy task for a pioneer 

6eneration. The Jewish Agriculture Society has aided in t he 

construction of synagogues and rel i gious centers. But it 

was in no position to subsidize religious education. The 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations helped with the result 

that r eligi ous schools have been e stablishdd in a f ew commun­

ities in Connecticut , New Yor k , New Jersey and lachigan. 

It is hoped t hat this is a bes i nnint . The difficul t y of pro­

viding religi ous education for farm chil dren l i es in the fact 

t hat even in comparitivel y compact communities , distances 

between farm homes are big. The plan adopted by the Society 

and the Synas ogue calls for t he poolins of t he resources of 

t he two or three cormr:unities cl ose enou~h for an instructor 

to t r avel from one t o another and ge t too ! ar apart to assemble 

t he chil dren in t he seme school. The social signif ica nce of 

t his re l i gious effort i s much deeper than is a ppar ent on t he 

surface. Le ader s of Je\fish t hout:ht tell us that reli g i ous in-

struct ion is a potent f act or in combatti ng r acial animousi t y ." 

The r el1£ious wor k c..mong Jewi sh Fa~mers does not 

s eem to have me.de great strides f rom 1902 t o 1927 . No r efer­

ence is made t o such wor l{ in the later issues of t he maga zi nes 

7 



covered in t his t hesis . There is probably more literature 

on this sub ject such as articles in the American Jewish 

Yearbook and in t he publications of veriou s Je1rish agricul­

tur al or ganizati ons like the Jewish Agr i culture Society. 
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B. Reform Schools arrl Deliquent Chil dren 

Social workers and rabbis alike f elt t he need of 

providing some religi cus education f or delinquent children. 

Thus it i s not surprising to f ind a l a r ge number of articl e s 

dealill6 ~~th this subject in our l i terature . 

Dr. Henry Berkowit z, one of the fi rst four 0r aduates 
.,, 

of the Hebrew Union College, not only was lee.di ne; rabbi at the 
" 

beginnin5 of the twentieth century, but a f i ne or £anizer. 

F.e hel ped form the Jewi sh Chautaqua Society . Indeed his ,vork 

expa nded f ar out s ide of Philade l phia . I t was tlu•ou0h his ef­

for t s that t he Hebr ew Sunday School Society of Philadel phia 

supplied a religi ous tea cher for the lar6e n\L~be r of boys 
1 

and r:;irls at the '1lenns .':ills Pennsylvania Reform School. 

The problem of delinquent chil dren i n the Jewish 

community in New York needed more than a Sunday School teacher. 

Accor ding t o Falk Younker of t he Y. !:. H. A. in New Yor k 

City in 1906 "between 28 and 30 per cent of all children 

brought to the Chi l dre 1 s court a re J ewish. There are three 

and a half t imes as many children among this number who are 

the childr en of r ecently arrived immigrants as there a re of 

na tive born par ents •••• The religious t raini ng of the chil dren 

of i:nmigrant parenta is a l so sadl y ne6 l e c ted. Unfortunately 

a..~ong nearly all the parents of t hese children their religion 

is to a large extent base upon superstition and i ~nor ance, 

pr i ncipally due to persecuti on , and counts for l ittle, if a ny-
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thing , as a moral f actor i n thei r lives ••• I t r emains for our 

educat i onal and pbilanthr opic ins titut ions t o step in and 

teach relig i on as it should be tau ~ht ••• t ~e fundamental prin­

ciples of our sacred f aith, which is the essence of all true 

re l i ~ion, and which teaches us that it is impossibl e t o be 

trul y religious unleaa r eligion is brought into the dai l y 

l ife by correct c onduct and strict adherence to truth and 
2 

honor." 

Social workers soon r ealized t hat though religious 

ef ucati on is very valuable , follow- up wor k was neeess a r y a f ­

ter the child l eft the institution. In 1~06 Hr■• Sadie Amer­

ican s t ated that "Jews send nobody or else someone not parti­

cularly fi tted to l ook after t he children a s they c ome out, 

because to s end someone to an insti tution to hol d reliz iou s 

ser vices or to teach the Bible i~ entirely inade qua te and 

fru t tles s unless it is followed up by wor k a s the chi l d comes 

out , ar.d unless i t i s preceded before the chil d comes out, 

by so ,:a!.ning hi s confidence the.t t he chil d dll be __ lad t o 

poi n t to the religious teacher there not mere l y as a Sunday 

School teacher, or as a hol der of reli~ious services , but as 

a real friend t o whom he will att'-ch hi mself and l ook for 

guidance . " 
3 

Sta ting the ne ed for a Jewi sh inst i t u tion f er ward s 

~': of t he Juveni l e ~our t, ~abbi , t hen Superintendent of t he 

Jewish A~d Society of Chicago said that "these chil dren more 

than othe rs need a firm gr ound in,.--; 1n rr.oral truths . :•a ny me-



thods have been devised for teaching moral ity, but it ia con­

ceded on all sides that religion i s the medium that he.a showed 

the best results in teaching these truths to children. In 

order to teach rel igion we must segregate these chil dren f rom 
4 

children of other denominations.• 

Mr . Louis Marshall's paper read at the se..'tle con­

vention dealt with the need of a "Distinctly J ewish Tendency 

in the Conduct of Jewish Educati nnal Institutions ." In this 

paper ?.;r. Ma rshall s aid that "a Jewish educational institution 

must be one which is presumably, organized for the purpose of 

functionalizing Jewish conceptio1ls and of p1°omoti .. 5 J~mish 

tendencies, otherwise there be no reason for establishing Jew­

ish educational instit utions • •• There are those who, approach­

ing the subject from a~ abstractly ethical point of view , 

would approve such a policy, and \,ould carry their antagonism 

to religion and religious sentiment to the poi nt of disapro­

vul of all relir.ious tendencies in e cucational institutions •• • 

as e.n educational force relie ion is indispensable, for it 

constitutes the healthful development and the giving of proper 

direction to man ' s spiritual natu~e, a s contrasted with his in­

tellectual and social side ... . !.~oral re6eneration is possible, 

in an infinitel y 0reater proport ion of cases, where chil dren 

are subjected to reli0ious influences, than in t he cases where 

they are of necessity confined in r eformatories in which relig­

ious instruction i s laclcing •••• If relig ion i s thus impot:tant 

as an educational factor, then it woul d seem to follow a s a 



corollary, that , in an institution conducted by Jews, that sys• 

tem of religion known as Judaism should pervade the institution 

• •• Non-sectarian Judaism is the most contemptible, the most 

C0\7e.rdly, the moat i gnoble of monstrosities. n 
5 

Com:.enting on the need for more Jewish reformatories 

the editors of Jewish Chari t ies stated in 1912 that "there is 

only one Jewish reformatory in the country -- the Jewi sh pro­

tectory at Hawthorne , New York, but there is not a city of size 

in the Union where the need of such an institution ~snot sore­

ly felt •••• l'he Jewish reformatory institution is necessa ry, 

th-ugh, of course , it is not all surric~ent. If moral &nd re-

li~i ous trainin0 have any potency in turnin5 the youthful mind 

from anti-social tendencies, then in the institution of reform 

where this t raininc; can be bro·1sht to bear in the most natural 

and convinci n,; way , there woul d reside a power of moral rehab-
6 

ilita tion not quite equalled e lsewhere ." 

In line with the need for r eformatories for delin-
rv.-.:-JL,2, 

quent Jewish boys ~- !,:innie Low of Chica50 read a paper 

at t he 1? 12 Conference of Jewish Charities on "Is there a 

Ne'3d for i1eformatories for Jewish ~irls'?" "The discussion that 

followed was ve ry animated . !,;rs. Charles I . I sraels led off' 

with a plea for prevention and education ss the surest and 

in the long !'Un most effective way of meeting the ;:-irl prob­

lem. She made a stron~ plea f o1~ n:ligious education, which would 

give the 5irls an emotional r e s ource now unknown amon6 Jewish 

~irl s~ but fully availed or by workers among non-Jews. Dr. ~ . 
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O,. Spivak saw no advantage in r eligious teaching . Judge Mack 

east the weight of" his j udgment aga1nst the r e :format ory idea, 

and dwelt upon t he necessity :for 1.ntensive persona1 work in 

indi,vidual casea. He real.ized the a dvantages o:f education 

and reli5ious tra.1nin6 a s~ preventative, and for actual 

c a se work be placed personal influ ence above re:forma~ory me­

thods •••• The meeti!'lg was brou9ht to a close with a deta11ed 

and forceful. address by ltiss Sadie Americ,an who :revi ewed the 

entire subje ct and brou3ht forward a number of s timu.lgting 
7 

sugse s t i ons.• 

Niss American stated that •nc c a tego~ical answer 

can be ;iven to ~his question " (need ~or reformatories ~o~ 

Je:wisb girls ) . "Where su ch Jewish children are f ew in nunber 

t here n eed b 'e n,o separate refor.:ne.t,or y , f'or the worlc of the 

reformatory is , a~ter all, the f~ction of the State, but 

;irls placed in such an inst i tution sh ould be r ef;Ul~ly vis­

i ted by a Jewis h 1vome.n , who brinc:;s to them Jewi,sh r e115ion, 

Je~isb i deal~ ann who, b ecominf their close friend, shall 

l ool~ after t r- em on c ischarg e . J irls 6.o respond to the relig­

ious appesl much ~ore than we ree.J.ize, but religion must be 

made inte.restin.r and e.ttra.ctive to them -- it .must not b e 

formali sm nor mere instructio.n •••• We w.11:l. fir st b a~e to 

displ'sce 'th e :nist aken ideas some of t hem have, as f or exe.mp1e 

that o:" the .=ir1. whose pa ~·ents h a ve sa.t 1 shi veh' over her i n 

tbeir ,7ief and wbo could not for a l ong t i~e be convine ed 

that :all Jews or :::iay J ews fel t C:ifferentl:r or that Judaism 
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could be less harsh •••• If reformatories for boys are conceded 

as proper and necessary it may be that the natural corollary 
8 

is reformatory for girls." 

?lrs . Ju1ius Andrews writing in the February 1914 

-~" number of Jewish Charities~ concerning the delinquent 
.. 

girl that "public neglect and indifference are accountable 

for a large per cent of girl delinquency, but a s many of the 

direct causes are now recognized we may, in the future, do 

much to lessen the evil by synagoGUe and church realizing their 

responsibility to provide recreation as well as spirit ual 

~uidance for the youn0 wase- ear~er a.~d the youth ~f the con-
q 

,:;ested districts."· u:rs. Andrews mention.lather means of less-

ening t he problem, but ~or our pur~oses the illustration will 

suffice . 

By 1924 a detailed study coul d be made of previous 

religious education of beys at the F.awthorne ~eform School 

in New York The reli~ious education of 258 boys was as fol­

lows: 

38 a ttended synagogue on holidays only . 

56 attended synazogue with more or l ess regular ity 

for one year prior to admission. 

31 attended s:rnaf;os ue two years 

85 attended synagogue f or more than two years. 

50 did not attend at ~11. 

74 attended cheder one year or less. 

35 attended cheder t\VO years. 
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84 attended for mo,re than two years at cheder 

65 did not attend e.t a l-1. 

Of the 258 boys, 186 were of orthodox parents, 7 
10 

were reform, 65 1n doubt. No conclusions were drawn after 

t h-t s survey was made . 

The National Conf'erence of .Jewish Charities held 

1 ts 1924 meeting 1n Toronto. At that time tao • .Tess Perll!!a.n, 

~he Director 0£ the ~ork of the outside activities of the Board 

of Guardians of New Yor k City, read a pape r on Je~~s h Juvenile 

Delinquency. DI hold mysel.f mor e or less strictly limited to 

t he cii scussion of 3ewish juvenile del: r.quency. I wish to 

say, in passi:::15, that part of our s1{cess in t his ~ork lies in 

our abili ty to for get the Jew1.sh espects of ~te problem, in 

our a :'111 ty to do the work 1J, a scientific s ;i1r1 t. ? or th.is 

advance from narrowne ss - o breadth , we .na.y be thanlcrul, but 

I must a.lso say, and t~s emphat1-cal ly, that our failures lie 

in the same t endency to fo,r get the Je•.rtsh a spects of -=his prob­

l ~n. ?or, f rom any an,~le, ~he ther i t be that of pr ophylarls 

or thera9y, no t reatnent of e.ny probl em of c ehe.v:!.or :::1aJ.adjust­

ment ~~ong Jewish children can be sound that omits to re~ch ou~ 

out to the causative and to the curative fectors that lie in­

herent in such life- factors as the Jerrisb hoc:e , the Jewish 

school and spna..;o;;ue, Je~ish incustry and t he Je-rlsh social a -

::ency. 

It i s in these five a llied de part:ne~ts of Jewish 

l i ve , that w~ will d i scover scme pf our fai l ures in our work 
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with J ewish juvenile delinquents. 11 !.'r . Perlman then con-

tinues to give a more detailed criti que of the f ive departments 
,ur•✓ 

of J ewish lif e he maa-lena in his introducti on. His thea!s i s 

that religious background is necessary for every child1 but 

tha t the present approach by synagoeue and schocl is wrong . 

"It has been ••• the unwise concentration on the courses of 

study instead of on method that has caused so much fai lure in 

attracttng the ol der boy and girl and in hblding them, where 

Jewish training has been offered at all. Were less emphasis 

laid on curricul um and more on method, the Jewish school would 

prove itself a prime fact or in the prom~tion of behavior ad­

justments and the prevention of maladjustments." 

The discussion ~hat followed this paper is of in-
' t erest both as to ·the re l i giou~ educat ion of delinquents and 

the attitude some soci a l workers have toward religious train­

ing. Wiss Hattie nose sta ted tha t "the American born chil d has 

l ittle or n o respect for Jewish ceremonies, due , no doubt , to 

the lack of pr oper training and carelessnes s in the home . Sut 

in this, too , does the Social ·;.:orker fail. The chil d does 

not observe the Jewis h ~ustoms becau se no intelligent infor­

mation is tiiven him or her of the mean1n5 and sacredness of 

these cust~ms . Stranse as it may sound, a well informed 

Jentile with respect for the Jewis h religion and traditions 

brings this home oftentime , better t han does a J ewish wol!ker. 

~or some unexplai nable reason most Social Workers of our own 

f aith do not stress reli 3ious training as an important factor 
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in their dally rounds. Oftentimes they have more influence 

with a child than either or both of his parents and could 

assert t his influence in creating a religious spirit within 
12 

t he heart or the chlld . 11 

Mr. Samuel Gol dsmith followed Miss Rose in the 

discussion and stated that " the synagogue has not failed, 

it has changed. There are as many spiritual men i n the Jewish 

ministry today as there ever have been. But the synagogue 
13 

reflects t he Jewish community." 

Dr. Lo'lis Hurwicb' s r emarks concerning !,Ir . Perl­

man ' s paper, t hough cri ticizing the s1.: :-!ool and the Syna3osue 

showed that the influx of immigration, i gnorance of the use­

fullness of the synagogue a nd other factors were some of the 

causes f or the lack of inf,lul)nce on the part of the r abbi and 

Sabbath school teacher alilre . "Now what 1s the duty imposed 

upon us? The duty is ver y cl ear. We must l ook upon the Jewish 

school a s a real i n strument of prevention. As such t he Jewish 
14 

school must become a professional agency." 

'rwo years aft er the Tor onto Conference nr. John 

Slawson p»e s ented a paper on " Pact ors in Soyhood Delin~uencyn 

duriil6 t he course of which he d1scusse c1 the rel ation between 

Jewish edu cat ion and delinquency . "Statements f requently 

have been :1mde as t o the rel ation between Jewish Education 

andcondnct to the effect that there is a positive associa tion 

between t he ab sehce of Jewish e duca tion and anti-social be­

hevior. ~he rssertions made , however , a re not based on any 



dequate analyai1 or obj ective tacts. There 1• probabl~ very 

little doubt that Jew1ab education, if ccnducted through the 

medium or oodern pedagog ical methods, contribute• to t he mental 

health or a boy or c 1rl by diaalpat1ng teelin ? or inferiority 

tha t may r e1ult from reeling• ot d1f'fe N nce. Whatever promote• 

, ental 'balance would be expected indirect l y to promot e aoclal 

behavior and benl•, in t hat manner, modern ,Jewish education 

woul d be a potent factor in delinquency prevent ion, but t he 

aaaert on that there 11 a tendency tor thoae wh o ha•e not re­

ce ived a J ewish education t o bocome de linquent ia i ll-founded. 

Aa a matter or fact there aro aome da t ~ no• available, althoUBh 

not conol ualve , that contr adict most of theae positive state­

ment s . I t ahonl d not be neceaaar y for the pr opone nt s of Je•iah 

ed1 cation t o justi fy the movement on t he bnsla or que stionable 

relatlonahipa. J ewiah education doea not need t o resort to 

a1.1ch aubterfus ••, aa 1 t can fully ju s tlf" 1 taelf f r om the potnt 

of ow of aoclal wel fare, on a poa1t1ve boaia of mental by-
15 

g i ene and persona l i t y adjustment . " 

lr . Leon Stern wr1t1n: 1n 1926 1n the Jewish Social 

Service ,uarterlz atated concern! probation a nd parole of 

de l inquents, • mi11e a purely reli · ioue approach to t he offen­

d or ha 11mitat1ono, an npprosch ~ode by a wor ker of the of ­

fender' s faith , when that worker 1G nlso t rained in cnae- work 

nethods, offera opportunity for mutual understand! between 

t he o~. ende r a nd the soc i al wor ker , oft en di f f icult to att ain 

ot h'),-wise •••• ?.'any years ago , at a Pr1aon Conference, Ur . Henry 

'T'hurston Q\'oteu one of h1 .s pr obat1 on officers sayin- , ' r Aome-
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time• think ••• •• arie too severe, tCD ■earch1ns and sc1ent1r1c 

and lamenably laoldn.{; 1n that 1nd1sp••••ble qual ification called 
, 16 

love.• Thro h love,• patby beo0111e• underetandinG•" 

'1•• Palen■lcy'• article in the June 1027 Je•i•h Social 

SeM'1ce uarterl7 1hould be or extru,e intere1t to Jew11h ed -

ca tora . She wrtte~ ooacern1ng "An Ideal Program t or an I nsti­

t ut i on eal 1n · with Delinquenta . " •r know a capable case 

worker who u1ed o t ake twenty-two 1ncorr1~1ble 1rls re(;Ul r r-

1 once- a - week to a rel1J 1oua aervice 1n New York 1ty. These 

6 r l s enjoyed t he trip enormously, conducted them■elves becom-

1n~l7 and r etu rned t o the institution 1n cod or uer . To have 

denied tbea the pleasure of th1a oxcur■ion was considered a 

aevore pun1■hment •••• Whenever delinquency 1a mentioned today, 

t here also 7ou will hear rruch • bout re l i i on as a pcnacea. 

hi s 1• • d1 saatrous n1 pl1flcat1on of the pr oblem. Rel1 on 

1s onl y one for-o or t~erapy, and as it i a at pre sent conceived , 

aver weak one •••• The r t ualized r el1 -1ous service which le 

now s o conspicooua in moat i neti tutlona aeena to be hopelessly 

1nerrect1ve. The mechanical learn1n · of prayers and the weekly 

seri,on a of exhortation tall ••DoL deaf ears. Surely re11~1oua 

expertence 1• an 1nu1v1dual ma tter 1f nothin: in the world 

i s ••• ~twil l be ·ell to reco~ni ~e thot t o s ome temper nment• 

re11 ~i on is the bread of life ; t o other s all and wormwood . 

1el1 - 1on aa a oub ject will be secu l ar i zed 1n Chr1a t1an1ty ; 

t hat i s , 1t will become a part of the educational curriculum 

for thoae who wont 1t and it will b~ made an interesting and 



worthwhile subject, t ~ht by c ompetent teachers, not by t he 

l ower order• or the cler~y. The ri3ht kind of religioua ad­

viaor will know that there are many othor kinda or apiritual 

aelt- ex µreaaion beaidea tor:--al r eligion and with t his knowledge 

a nd b.1• own dynamic poraonalit7 , he will be able to unfetter the 
17 

1.mpr1aoned s oul and aet it upon t he path towa r d wi de horizon■.• 

Jul i • ~oldman, diacuaai • caae Wor k with the Chil d 

i n t he I nstitution•• rl. conclnin reli : ioua trainin~ that •the 

rel1 - i oua activity o! the insti tution {Hebrew Shel tering nuard-

1an Society , Pl eaaantvill e, t ew York) Cinda three - fol d expres­

sion in the home, t he school ana ~no synasogu3, aud pl ays an 
l 

important part in the lif e or the chlld . " 

The Cedar r nolla School of the e,ish Poard of 

'"iu.o.rd1a_na or ::c':': Yor k ha:s done aomo ._nterc stin,• work w1 t h Jew­

ish j uvenile delinquents . s. R. Slda on and Herry r- . Shulmttn 

wrt te about t he "~c- educ 1ve Acti vity for Delinquent Youth 

o t Cedar Knolla.• Part of this educative proce ss consists 
10 

o! reli 1oua service s and rel1c 1oua educa t i on . 

I t is wor t hwhil e 1n pass1n~ to note a s tud :nade 

in 1r } ( or fifty caaes of Juvenilo Del 1nqoency in t he Ol d 

~tty of Joruoelem by Stophen i~rauss . l.'cst of these chil dren 

first attended a r e l1:-1ous school like t he Cheder or the Tal­

mud Tor ah . ro conclusion.a were drown aa to the rel t1on be-
20 

wteen reli21ous education and delinquency. 

Thi a d i • ision on rel1g1cua educat i on in reform 

schools ad f or delinqu ents 1a cl osel y ti ~d up with the next 

d i via1on ,;hi ch concerns it se l f with j a1lo . 



Ce Jaill 

Dolinquo~t adults have oleo been dSocuaoed t y social 

wor ke:-a. Altho h i:iaterial about them ia limited to a few 
~ re~ar ke we have,Leonard Pal1t=•• a rticle wri t ten in 1912 a very 

1nt eroet1 - react ion t o the problem. •1n relic i ou• tr 1n1n6 

t he crimi nal Jew 1a markedl y det1c1ent ,• be s t ated . "The Jew, 

s compared wi t h tho '"entile, 1• ooet orthodox 1n hi s rol1 -1on, 

and , ... her otore , when he is r el1 i ous ho 1s not criminal ••• 

Cer tain 1t 1• that moat ot these ery criminals , oul c , under 

t he infl uence or a J wish home , have aeve l oped into 001•· .• :;!l 

1t\d1v1duel• useful to tho coomunity . 1:0 t i me of l ife 1o t oo 

late to administer re11- 1~ue t ra1n in to whom. I r ave had 

that a re encourag1 

ao.ie !;:OCd resul t • t roa the oi atr1bt:t1on of - ib)oa-- r esul t s 

f or the rut ure /. 

~o ind t a announce~~nt concernt ns concerning pri­

soner~ 1n a l ~lh nuober or ~h Charities. "A new impetus 

aa boon - iven this ye~r to welfar e ~or k among Jewiah pri-

aonere . ~he taak of br1n_1 the consol a tion and comfort of 

reli ; 1on ao well b ;un w~t~ the r olida~ oeaaon wlll be contin­

ued dn r1n t he r e ~t oft~~ year . Durinc:; the holiday seaaon 

th a wor k was condl' c t ed ,,nr e r the j oi nt ou ap1cea of t he Con-

t ral Conference of Ar.-:: r1co.n 1tetbb1e , the Or der of tre .., 1 nai 21 
~•r1th and t he Departnont of s yno ~ocue and School Exten~ion. 



D. Orphan■ 

The care or the orphan 1■ one of the fundamental 

charity principle■ of Judaiam. American Jewry hos not 

cJ,i r ked its ta■k. ra1cin., care of the physical wel f are of the 

orphan waa lea s diff i cult t han provi din~ h1m with a reliriou■ 

educati on. P.owever, rel1ciou■ education of some sort has 

always boen provided for orphans . Edward Lauder bnch of the 

Febre• Orphan A:s l um of ·ew York, speakinJ before the lational 

Conference of Jewish Charities in 1G04 demonstrated 1n hi s 

cocc,ents the ndamental philosophy of or anizations takinr 

c re of or phans toward rel1~1ous edu c t ion . ·o sai d t hat 

" t he princ i ple i s now fully r ecor ntzed that the or ~anizationa 

tha otand 1n loco parentis ton the wards under the1r care 

oust a ccord to tl ose dopondont ch1l ~ren t ~• bonof1ta of rel1-

_1ou e inot ct1on according to t he tenets maintoined by t heir 
l 

po. rent• 1" 

On pa e , 2 of the aeme 1 : sue of the Pr oceedtn s 

:t,ilol p\'> 1 . Co.fee , then !:$uper i ntendent of thl a same CrphanaE:;e, 

1n ~n Article called"~ nt "ecomes of o •r ~r oduates " stated 

U · t , " they have been ochooled 1n roper Ancric niom. At the 

s ome t ice a , e : iven a sufficient c r oundin • in t he principles 

of t t.c ir rel : ious fa1 th by -neans of which t hey wil l b~come 1n 

a a"1or t t i mo ao we hope , interested and active '7orkera 1n t he 
2 

viT'l'l :·ard of J u do.iom." 

!••• Yor lc (:1 t y , because c f 1 ts ve ry large J ewish pop-
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ul a t i on ha■ alway■ bad a more 1ntene1f ied r el1g1ou e education 

ayatem. Thu■ , it ie quite natural t o find Child- oaring inat1• 

t utiona i n Uew York havin,z an intenalfj ed religl oue program • 

. ol OJ'l1on Lowenst e i n descri bed t l la program in 1906 in an iaeue 

of the Proeeedinsa 2.f. ~ llat1onal Conterence of Jewish Charities. 

•Al l .our 1nat1tution■ f urnieh reliFioua ins truction. Services 

a re recul arly hol d 1n all on Sabbat h and ttol Daya, in some 

~o~ l y . Religious nchool a a r e conducted 1n all. Now in a Jewish 

i nsti tut i on there shoul d be no real ra,on for divor cinr re11-

: 1oua 1natruc i on f r om the dail y lif e or the chil dy• maki 

1-t 801!1e th1 diet1nct anc:J 1or · ec1al conaumpt on. It OU!"'h t 

to be a rt of hia dal l y life, par t of hift re£iUl a r i not ruc-

tion -- of a t l eaat equal impor t ance wi t h r eadi ng , wr iti ng , 

and a r it~ etic .• 
~ 

• The need of • disti nctl y Jewish tendency in the con­

duct or Jewi■h Fdueational Inati tut i ona• ,,aa again :Jugr;ested 

in n nddre aa of Loui a !:arahall' s , and del!vered by r . Lowen-

t:.te n 1n 1908. ' r . !'arah.all cor rouoratea tho view s e t by 

•r. L uderbach i n 1904 . •.1 Jewir st~ Crphnn Asylum shoulC,, above 

11, " be said , • afford to 1ta ino_ateo, t ha t rel 1g1oua tra1n1 

which their parents , as fn ithful, observing Jews , woul d have 
4 

r i ven them had they been spored .-

Dr . - 1ouatei n 3t1ll furt her corroborates the s tate ­

ment ~~ ·r . Lauder bach by stati · tha t • the r el 1r 1ous 1n3truc­

t1on i n 3chool s ond 1n the orphan a8yl wna , shoul d be &a nearly 

ns possible the r eligi on of the home from fhich the children 

,.o." 
5 



• Perhapa as complete and aa compre hensive a curric­

ul UJ:1 f or a ch1l d- car1n,, i n otit ution as baa ever been drawn up, 

certa1n1y tor a Jewiah i natl t ution, ••• one recently preaented 

t o the board ot directors of the Hebrew l heltering r.uardian 

r phan Aaylum of New York , by its superintendent, Dr. Ludwig 
f' 6 

• ~ rate1n.• (1911) In theae wor d• the editor of Jewish • 
hari tie■ prefaced D1· . ~ rnatein' s article . 

Dr. 0 ~ 1"atein stated in hi s report tha t •our curric-,. 
ul Ul'\ 1e baaed on the theory that no education is c omplete ffith-

ou an adequate reliJ 1oua progr am, and it pr ovides f or a very 

t hor oU('h and 1ntene1ve six yearo I c. .1x1·1culum a lo11e thin line 

(five years a t t he r a te of five obl1 ~atory periods a week , and 
6 

one year a t two ?erioda per week) .• 

In like manne r t~e Pebrew Or phan Asyl um of li ew York 

in 1911, tr:,in~ to i mpr ove i t s reli~1ous i nstruction s ou~ht 

newer met ho~s 1n education . At t his t ime Dr. Fenderl y was 

r aininc f ame in the f ield of Jewish educati on and hi s system 

of teaching Hebrew was introduced . Jlowever, c..s Dr . ';;,e rnste1n 

stnted "it \":oul d be a. mistake to imo,-;1ne t hat the A.lpha and r- ­

:-::e - a ot l'r . Benderl y ' e edago: • consists :'llerel y 1n he conwer­

satj onn.l part of ::e brew. The rel1 ·ioua and historical ph.naea 

of ~he work in Jewish r e l i ~i on ar e likewise taken care of i n 
'1 

accor r ence with t ~e l ates t peda bogic ~nou- ht ." 

Spenki n, at t he twenty- f ifth anniversary of the Al­

umni Soci ety of the Hebrew Or phan Asyl um of •ew York , :~. 

~ Fenr7(~ ~aid t r ibute to Dr. F.erman Baar who was • ror t wenty-
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t hree year■ t he teacher and advisor or the vast majority or 

men o.nd women ltbo have emanated from that a■ylum ror helple■s 

helple■a cbildhoo<S. which ha.a been t he pride or three s enera-
8 

t1ona. • While honoring r. Baar. }tr . oolr ment ioned t he 

relic 1oua baclq;round or Dr. ::aar and his 1nat1tut1 on. • The 

childrdn,• ~r. Woolf nai d , •were supposed to be br ouc ht up 

i n the tenet■ or s o-called ref orm Judaism , yet the religioua 

traini n · by t he Doctor waa ao coneervat1ve -- he having m1n-

1atered to the conaerva t1ve En~liah J ewry, wi th whom, from 

1: 51-1866. he hat occupied• prominent pulpi t -- that our pre-

eent day reformer■ woul d har d l y interpret ni a r e : 1, l oua pl an of 

education aa wi thin he categor y or their creed . Doctor wa.a 

l 'maolf pro5re1aive, and therefor e did not beli eve 1n the ond­

l oaa multiplication of forms , with were introduced at dif­

f erebt periods , i nto the l ife ot ancient and med ieval I srael 

b7 the va r ious r abbi• , who interpreted t ho l aw ao as t p adapt 

1t to the condi tion or thei r t1mee. P.i a phi l osophy of rel1-

- oua tra inin~ for children , however, accepted t ho doctri ne 

of fol"!'la li am oa a ne ces s a ry adjunct o ~ the ir proper up- br n ~ing . 

Ee wao e believer in ref orm , but was oppoaod to t ho ' un£orm ' 

t ha t ~•s al owl- for~in5 1t~ wa y into ~any syna: o,;;uea and homes , 

n which l ater hod t he e r r ect of unformin5 the re11~1ous li fe 

or • cono1der able portion ot AMerican Jewry, with the resul t 

tha t ! t h t he exiatlng three a s pects of Judaism, the formless, 

to !or-:ial , the r eformed , was a dded a f ourth apect, the 1n-
v 

,.orr.-.a l •J.da 1 l ffl ." 



e,,'3. 
l ' l~ r eli L1ous l ife in or phano e a waa a pretty 

well establ ished fact . Sol omon Lowenstein , ln hie deacr1p-

1on of the organ1Mt1on at Pleasantville, New Yor k outlined 

the Rel1 "'1oua L1fo 1n t he cottage 1n Jewish Chari t ies . • To 

u s her 1n the 3'-1 0a t h a ppr opr iatel y t' e cotta; e mother will 

pronounce the :,1dduah aa well :.a H•e bleasln,: over -.1.ne . The 

cotta e othe r ah.al l aai n certetn chi l dren in her cott ~e to 

say ~r ace before and a ter noon and even1 meals. The chil -

d r en ahnl l be de to r ecite the morning and e venins pra7ers . 

In ~11 r eli 1oua ma tter•, it nust be oarer ully oor ne in -ind 

t h t he re l 1 1ou~ atti~ude of the chi l d ahou l t r ow out cf 

tho c ottabe bome l ife a.d ot mosphere 1n a perfectly natu r al 

and spontnne~ua way . nder no circw::Jtllllces mus t there be 

a ny rel 1,t1ous hypocri sy . rl•e children s hou l d not bo compel led 

to 11.ve u p t o re l 1~1oua a t ies wh1cl tre c otta ~e ~other her ­

self does no'; U e U? t. o . ?or 1n~t nee , it 11101Jl d be wro r.-

to 1op~a e upon t h e chil~ren t he ~uty of living up t o t he 

letar y laws if t he aSJ:te are vl~l atec or br oken by the c ot -
9 

tr s e ~ott er or other members of the staff." 

rleol izin : t he need of after- car e for orphans , 'iss 

Alice I . Seligaber~ , for :na.ny yoars f 1rectress of ! rc1a l a c t 1-

1t1e s at Pleasant ville , wit~ the aiu of f r iends or anized 

the "'uilr! of lJ'r!end:J; whose oole pur pos e wao " to t ake the pl o.ce 
10 

o!' the p6rent , t r. e relative anc the friend of t~e child ." 

- ell owsr ip Ho~se , an 1not i tut1on fin~nc1ally and adniniatr­

ntivel y i ndependent of the ►ebrew Shel t e r 1n ~uard ian Societ y , 

waa established . Accor ding to Davi d J . Schweitzer , Headworker 
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of ttis or g t11111zat1on " the spiri t ual life ot the child 1a not 

overl ool.ed . That t he soul ma:, be kept f r om s tarva tion, t hat 

f e wer :-tay d r l rt away from Judaism , ~riday evenin · se rvices have 

been 1ns t1tuteo . ?heae are c enero.ll. a t tended by a spirited 

..::r oup o .. boys • r.d _1 rla , a l a rge nunber of whom have cons tituted 
10 

themse lves into a choir. " 

While many orphnn childr en ~nd children from f nm­

' 11cs ~ho t evc beens ~orated ha ve been placed f ro~ t i me to 

t ,r.e in orphan t.o:--es , we find a po.rallc l movo'Tlont tha .. places 

these children out 1n private homes . In a ve r y 1nte ~esting 

artic le , Saul okC of the .Te ,.•1 sh Chil(1 ren ' s ~ r e6 i of al-

tioore &u.&c;ested t l.a t his or s anization t r y ►o !'ind homes a ­

::,onti Je .dsl. r u r a l inho.bitants . He pre sented t his 1 iea to t he 

.... e.,eration or Jewish Fnrrera in How ·tor k in 1916 . 'T"he idea took 

r oot. Concernln0 t r. e r eli g i ous educat i on of these chi l d ren 

t he a•J thor s t a ted t r.at "anothor que s ion ••• th.at awcke c r-1ti cal 

dl acus :: i on• 'at the o vent.ion ) "wes the r el1g1 us education 

to oe iven the children , as the f Brmer conf ronts e problem 

ln ivin . a school, and e opeciall- a re l i ~i ou~ education to 

~is chi l dren. Pr on t he ; oneral co~c 3nsu~ of opinion e~pressed 

hy trem , it seemed th t they l:oped ~or a happy sol uti on of the 

educational problem wt-en t hey had a sufficient number of chil­

dren i n the v1c1.ni ty t o warr ant the empl or.,ent o f a ·•e bre w 
11 

teoct:e r." 

It seems tha t the wor k of va r i ous ch1l d- carin ~ or gan­

izations 1n i.ew Yorl: Sta te 1s niscusoed more f r equently in 

Jewish Social We l fa r e: li t er atur e t ha n the work of like inst1-



tutiona in other states. During a speech at tho Kational 

: onfersnce of Jowiab Sccial Service in 1926, n r . Leon rol drich 

de s'>:-1 bed the rel1~1oua wor k a t the He brew Shel t ering Guar ~ian 

Society . Thfo~ h hia description of relic ious educa t ion is 

not much different than Dr. Lowenstein~ .fifteen yours earlier 

it m1.·ht be 1ntero s t 1ng t o observe what he has t o say . Lia-

t n : rel1-ion u_ndor the heodi n,· "Bthica l Ch:.iracter " • ';ol d -

r i ch state d t hat " our por:nanont motto flt the He brew Shelter i ng 

~1la rd1an Societ ia 1 Ct,aractor o.nd Ser vi ce' and we teach , preach 

and car ry into pr a c t ice the i dealo embodied 1n this motto on 

nl l po3s1bl e occns1ons •• • In t he relJ - i oun d ~partmont lf the 

Hebr e w Sheltering ~uar di on Society we s t ress cu l tural Jewi sh 

ideaa and the h: ~her i d ea l s of the J ewish f aith in our daily 

re l 1~1ous classes, in our synagogue, on our Sebbath and other 

hol y days and at all mportant Jew1 sh fe s t i val s dur in-:; the 

year. In our cot to ·e home s a a i n all ~ood private homes, ,ve 

we endeavor t o - ive to cnch ch l d he - reatea t runount of val­

ua. l e 1r.tensive , mor al and r e l i _;iou:i t raini n.5 , o.nd to impl o.nt 

t~e deepe s t spiritual va l ues and Jewish 1d~als i n t o the 3oul 

of the ch i l o so that he ma7 fo rever rota.in an a b1d1nc- l ove and 

faith ln t he ~ost beaut i ful ~undo.menta l princi pl e s of his o\'ln 

rell::1on , and practice in his da1l y life thoae vi rtues, thos e 

c oc~ri nes , f rl ◄ht and r1 - hte ~u sneas and a ll those other s pi r­

i t ual les3onn w~ich rJ s own reli ·1on hns tau:ht him t o now, 

t o feel , ~o ~..r.ire and to r evere . Ever y opportunity i s taken 

t o etress nnra l ann ~t h ir,e l vnl ues and reli ~i ous i d~als, fi rst 
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t hrouch the 11v106 example• ot t hose uho are 1n close contaot 

with our chil dren, and then to careful attent i on t o all mat­

t ers hat develop the et hical and reli3 iou1 11vea of t ho child• 

ren unde r our care, and , f inally , by developing 1n our children 

r i ~ht ha bits of peraonal a d social contact and n deep f eel­

ing of r everence f or a Higher Power t h roueh t he dail y per f or­

mance o: kindly and ~orol nets, t he ob1ervance of thoae relic-

1ous duties and prayers and quiet momenta of spiritual rnedi­

taion, with br1n ; a he humnn s ru l i nto co -:!:lunion witr. the Di -
12 

vine ." 

_heae aeveral articl e s or. religioua educ a tion in 

or ~hana.c e a i l l us t rate snme of the work done in thnt fie l d in 

the lar ~e at Jewish or phnn homea 1n the country. :eedleaa to 

aay t he intensity of rel1 - i oua work in these orr,r..n1 zat1ons 

de pends on the super i ntendent i n char ge . Prom the few f acta 

_:nther ed here 1 t would seen th t r el i ~i oua education plo"" 

is included i n tho proc r e.m of most or phana~es if not all of 
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E. Work with t he Deaf 

Although the two articles on relicioua eduction with 

the deaf, w ioh make up the next diviaion, a r e f rom the year• 

1° 11 and 1913 t ey exempl ify the work done in this fie l d to­

doy . There i s a Jewish cozmnt t tee ror the Dea! in New ' ork 

i t y a t t he pre sent time. No other reference to religioua 

wor k wi t h the dea r was made in the material with which we 

were d i alin~ 1n this thesis . 
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Wor k wi t h t he at 

"Amon~ the a ,onciea mak1ng t or t he religious o.nd social 

u~li f t t hat have recen t l y come int o existence ia t he New Yor k 

. ow1ah Com:nitt ee of the De af" (1911) , "whose wor k de l!-ves to 
1 " 

be more fu lly ond more wi dely known. " Inc l uded 1n t he acop• 

or this committee was t he desire " to pr ovi de t he J ewi sh dear­

mutes of :•ew Yor k with religl oua i nstruct ion and oppor t un1t1H 

for public worsh i p • ••• 111 qui t e r ecent l y , a bs ol utely no­

th1n waa one t o provide f or t he spi ritua l wants of the J ew­

ls deaf. A, a resul t of the indifference on th~ part of t he 

,Tewlah communi ty there waa li t t l e or no ,To,T.:.sh feelin ~ among 

t he J ewi ah deaf •••• A be nnt n: was 1!1.de :some fi ve year a a.:;o 

t o chan ~e this cond i tion thr ou·h the zePl of Dr . u . Pere1rn 

· endea , m1n1ater of the Shear1 th I s r ael Con · r e~ati on •••• The 

• o-:n::ii t tee as:slota in the n-a.i ntolnance of the ·-'ebrew Con ·r•- etion 

of the Deaf ••• • ~el1u1oua ins t r uction ia r e'"\.llar l y · l ven ond 

service s he l d at the 1n3t1 tut1on on Les ln ·ton Avenue e very 

..,riday evenln anc.1 Socha.th morni n · • A atuic1a·• Scl~ool 1s being 

con~~cted for ~he chi l d ren of the ~crt Raoh1n3ton I nstitution 
1 

every Sunday riornln • " 

A. J . Amateau , ,eneral ··nna r e r of the Society f or t he 

~~l fc ro of the ewt ah nea r in l ~~ • wrote an article s ome years 

a f t er the ;om."'!.ittee :nentioned pr eviously wa s or c anlzed . In 

t.his c.rt'!.cle he deacribed the ':for k with ~t,e Jew1 sb d ea f . Con­

cer n •~ rcl1 •cu= wc r k w1th t~e •~n: he gtated tha t "there 



a re two congr egatione: t he 1·ebrew Con r er ation of t he Deaf, 

anho.t t an and Brookl yn , res pectivel y •••• 1p to Juno , 191~, . 

~e v. r . El~•s was in charge of tho relibioua wor k of t cs o-

c1ety , bei minister to both con~r e ~ationa and conducti 

r e l1 1cu s c l o.sses o.t tl.e de a f institution s . Since t he aev­

er &nce of hia co ect1on with the Society, t he wor k in t he 

con!"reha t ion is be i n - cond• cted by layreo.~era, whi le the re-

11 i ou a claaaea are bein conducted b y special teachers . 

rre re are f ie such claa se s . Tho Soc1oty contemplates having 

one who knows t he s1 -n lo.nsua ge or dained o.a mini ste r of the 
2 

de111'.• 



P. ~eoblo-minded 

Altho h many 1n~t1tut1ono for tho 1n cono o.nd foeble­

~nded hnvo r el1g1oua services,•• doe• ton0 v1ew Foap1tal 

1n Cincinnati, t he onl y statement about such servi ces found 

in tl•1a aur voy waa 1n Jorisb Char1t1ea for Dece"lbor, 1017 . 

Accord1n- to thia account • abbi J~ax C. ''oll, of rlochoater, 

le• Yor k acts 1n tho apac1ty of c~apla1n to tho State Cust o-

dial l avl W!1 for 'C'eoblo- r.1r,dod women at Newark , Ne• JorseJ . 

\Gbb1 1 011, wto r ecent l y conducted aorvicoa at tho asyl um, 

reports the pr esence of 70 Jew sh r rl 1n ·be 1nat1tu ion. 
(. 3.. l 

:·e pl ans tc .a to montl l v~ a1 t a c look after t\,e 1nne tea." 



o. Chil d ren's Crunpa 

We woul d e xpect camps sponsored by the Jeuis b 

elfore "oard orb other Jewiah or ganization• to provi de 

some sort of reli:;ioua program f C1r t ~eir campera . Thi s 18 

verif ied f rom the few references found i n the Jewish Cente r 

ma ~azlne and t he J ewish Socia l Sorv1ce uarterly . he camp 

movement is not very old, and t ! e Jewish camp movement l s 

still youn3er. Ry 1924 the Jeffish ~ar.ip movement wns ol d 

enou ·h for lta sponsors t o alt ba ck end form a philosophy 

of the Jewi sh camp moveme nt. Joseph c . HY1·.e.n, i n an arti cle 

on camp or r;anlzat1on nnd adninl otr atlon 1n !~a r ch, l <l24 

stressed t he i mpor tance of a deGuate provision beins made 
1 

for re11 ~1oua obcervances a nd ser •l ces. While ~atrtce P. 

Ser.utn, deacr1 r,1n•· sped al prool e:ns of t he r.1 rls ' Carnpe l n 

t he samo 1asue of t he J ewish Center ma azine stated that 

" the ca.mp ~irector nhoul d .. how r o3peet for t~e historic and 
2 

t r ad1 t 10nal oacK~r ound which ls u re to be at r eaaed at home ." 

"r hou~h no rel1 ious instruction is 1ven ~he 

childr en" in t he .r resh Air Camp o:· De troit , according to 

: arol ine L. ~ps t e1n ,"~r i day even1n~ is obs erved by the ltchting 

o f candles and occaoional service s whon a .~abl i is obtai nabl e .• 

Sa.r:iue l !) . Jer shovi tz , t he pr sent i.' 1ddl e - '1/es t 

re j')r c sentat1ve of the Jewish Welfe re -::i oarc s \U'l"ma.l'ized tr.e 

attitude of t he Board a~d camp executives toward the Jewish 

educntiona l pr o~ram in camp in a ver y use ful article appearing 

3 



1n t he 1939 Proceed i ngs of t he ?,ational Conference of Jewish 

Soci a l We l f are . He s t ated t hat "just a a there haa be en a 

rowi ns awarenoas among a l l educat i ona l &r oup• o f the effi­

cacy of the camp a 3 a s oc i a l and cul t u r a l impregnation ar ea, 

ao there hne been an increased aenai tiv1ty among Jewi s h edu-

r.~tore, center wor kers o.nd ~there conce r ned with the f~ture 

of the Americ an Jewish communit y to t he poaaibil itiea f or 

the devel opment of a ~yntheai a of Jewi eh cu l t ura l l i f e 

thr C'.lu,·h e c ar e1'ully c onceived Jewi s h educational pr ogr am 

1n car.,p •••• Three mai n t ypes of comps cnn ho aa 1d to ha ve 

recor nized this need of the Jewis h masses e~o c ra~ped the 

o,~ortwiitiea offered t o them by ti e c emp envi ronment t o 

1n:iti t ·te a Jev;1a~~ educat i r,nal -:,roc;ram. The s e three a re : 

a ) t he pr i vate co.mp; 

b) the or: a n1zat 1onnl or s eM1- publ 1c ca.mp ; and , 

c) t he i de ol oL 1 cal camp , auc h a :i U .oae sponoored 

It 1a i n the l atter two t •pe s of c a~ps, the or t an-

1:-ati ono.l ano t:bc ideol o i c&l , tl .a t tl-.o Jc:-;i s h educati ona l 

pr o r an h.aa r ea l l _,. f l owe.ced and its r ue f unct.:on s \ ecor:e 

d ·m ,,.1c s ln t l-.e life of tte cOJ!lp and , he campers. The r ea­

son for t~i s otate of •hin :i must be obvious . ~oth types 

of c~-ps a re i ~tir...atoly r el ated t o the coim:1unLl 11~e of tl-e 

col"'::-~nity thr ou~h tro1r s ponsor~n J or;aniza tions. Ca.:npers 

~n vc b ~en , in mos t cases , ot l ea s t a r tially conditioned t o 

t ' 1s · e of pro ·re~ . rre camp has become o par t of a con-



t1nu1 ~ prog rar., and doe• not r eraain an isol a ted exper 1once 

for the camper. Starre are re 1u l arly L,bued wit h the impor­

tance of tho1r wor k and s elected vith n e . e to t heir a bi l­

ity t c cont ribute toward the creatlcn cf n S;lfflp&thet1c at­

mosphe re for t ho develop~ont of the pr og rnm •••• The camp d i ­

rectorate as a whole 1s more s ensitive to ~he needs of ~he 

c omr:iun1ty a nd more inclined to mee t them, evon thourh ade­

quate funds may be l r cking, De spi t e tl.e : r a dvant a - e 1n tho 

pr oper pr e s entation and carry1ne tt r ou h of the ew1oh edu­

cat i on 1 ;>r o-:ram , both types of camps t, ave thei r wenknesaes ••• 

:'he 1deol o0 1 -al ccr.1ps , because o:· t r.air .>h!. l o:sophy c c; ob-

ect1vea, h ve a t endency to e l 1~1nLte vcr1ous eleme nts 

w'1ch one n1 ht consider e sse ntial to a ~ell- r cun~ed ~ew1s h 

e uc t1 o:io l pro ram. ·rho Haahr rna1r r otza1 r c arlpn , f or oxa.Mple , 

lc y atress on .Tc a te· h:atory a nd its nodern e c onomic 1mpli­

co tic-na, o.nrt t ol:e 11 t le er no en -n1 zl'nce o!' ,Te,visr re l 1 ·1ous 

pr ct1ces an ... 01.1eerwmc _a oncl thei r r1!ltorict1 l o1 nif "'nnce 

in bot~ a ncient nn~ ~odorn J ew~ s r l ife • ••• ~le or an i sat 1ona l 

CSJll;>e , on the ot her . &ntl , althou h .:ncl ur1 i n-; most of the e le­

me.-.t~ one noul d de o:n deo1rabl e 1n o. pr oper .... e,.,: s ~ e · uca t1onal 

pro r&r.l , l'-ave not developed the oe elements a.s exton :Jivel :r nor 

3 t re1sed tr.om as fu ll:· as the y r.i1 :it •••• We a r o.ll o.ttempt no 

to 1r.o1ccte i h t we tr i n!< itoul a b e o I r oper ,le\Tish e1ucat1ona l 

pr o ram ~,.r ~ corr.p •••• ~he , r o_r OJn ui ~i ~es itself naturally 

' n to two a rts , the rcli icu a Jl a:se and t he -ene ral cul t ural 

prase . '!'t.e reli tr-us phase of the prcy ro.n r evolves ahout t he 
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Sab-ath ~ervices , the race, etc . I ts 1npor tance in t he 4 
attain:~ent of our objec tive s cAnnot be minimized ." In 

clos~n , 1·r . crshovitz stntes t~at " the presentation of a 

well- r ounded Jewi sh education l pr o r ln any c mp depends: 

1) ,r tle kncwled e of its ob~ cctive , 2) on a mnt ure, edu­

cat1~nall Y ~·ollfied staff wlth a posltlve tt1tude t oward 

-uda1s~, ; ) fa::111arlty with and ability ~o empl o pr ~ res-

~vo e,ucoti onel princlplea, 4) tho willin ne s to exper 1-

en nc r r r ~o preset Judaism to the canpe~o in a • o ern 
11 
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H. In Settlement Rouaea 

I t 1a qui t e d1ff1cult to d i vi de t he re11 -1ou s ac­

t1v1t ea of tle settlemen t houae f rom those ot the Jewish 

~enter or Y. i . r . A. In many rea octa the latter two or ­

·an zat 1ona or ,ove~enta are o1.m1lar to t r.ea ttl e~ent . As 

o ~atter of !act in r.lAY instancoa the! ~r•• out of aet lo­

~o~t houaco a d:d tho ~inclMati Je~1ah Center . ~ho ma in 

d;ffer nee ls in thoir fin(lllcial ae t - \ p . I n the CQSe of the 

. -. A. and t he ;ea' o Centor t he rnajor1t of t he mom-

r.a 
boro pa y en ann l ,~ wh: le in tho case of the ~ettlement 

n ~uor it;' o · a o. .roo . : owovor , in fBw inotnnces nre ~n y 

or these or anir t1 ono aelf - ~up or t ~~ . Either t he ~ederation 

o! ,ew1 sh c.ar1t1ea or ~ho Com.:,un1t y Chest lelps to finance 

t ' es~ 1no~1tut1ons . 

~or tho aake of clarlty and eaoe 1n c ompilln tre 

c.aterial , rel1 1ous act1v1t1ec o~ the aettleme~t w~ll be de -

scribed 1n ono c 1 vis ion while 11ko octi vi t i e • of t ho v . : • t • A. 

and the .;owi s h ':enter . ~11 .,e 1scusaec n a sopnrn~e one . 

The sett lement , thnu:l not 1nd1gonous •c those 

s hores , roceived its ,:reateet 11ni)otus ano Lro\Tt1' 1n tr.e · · -

~1ted States . ~o?1e~ aftor tl c r ,~t settlement of To•-nbee 

~all 1n :n l and 1t hel ped cMn e the im., i g ront to t his coun-

try , Jew ar.d :;. r13t1cr. c.li".(e 1ntc an 1 ':."l~r1con . 1'he fi rs t 

settlc~erto yero ot~rte ot the ~ocn: ond atoJ over po1nt3 of 

1nL":11. re. t ion o.;cl ao ew ' e r ;: and :blca o . ':'re ,iewish people 

1n t:-! o country :scul fel~ the ne-:: r " nr or.1zln t e : r mm 



ae t tlernent s and ao 1n Hew York. ~1ty t he f irst of many Jewi.sh 

Settl emont Houses 1n America as becun• In t he followinF. 

?ages e will s ee one oapect of t his movenent , t he reli 1oua 
<. •r· cne . e will s ee leaders 1n thi s ~ove7ent atr1 vin to find 

a rat1onnle or the covecont -- so::ce dea1r1n~ to o13penae 

w1th al l re l i c. !.oua and Je w ah cul tnral element s and ju s t 

ha\'1D6 n A.-ie r 1can i za t 1on ..,ro r a'tt , wt i l e others t hou h f i ncl -

1n- ~he Al;er1can zat 1on pr o~r am ne coeaor v at1l l not ~ l l i n 

t~ ve up t he J wish r el i i ou a l•~~nts. Lillian Jald
1
s 

t.,\o r ;,h .. h s lvnn the 
ericon pu lie a f ine de acr pti on 

of the , e r ~ at Henr y l t r eet Settlement 1u i.ow ·or'< :it"" , 

b\:t A de !'lni Uve wor l-: on t he Jewiah Se tle:-:ent vo,·ne i n 

A.'"'er1ca :ruot 111 le wri t t en. 

:-:ii ra t 1. on t o th! a c cu.ntr . wns ·r cw!.n'" :- leaps o <'3 bo• nda 

I sanr. s~ctor ·~ , d1rcc "r or ... ho .,Jucnti r- no.l Alliance 1.:t 

: 1eveland l ~O ) , ~ er &n:~atlrn h i e • t l l l oervea ti e 

.Teirl ah co,_'11UJl1 ty , wrr.te an or ticle d<.>ocrib1n · ti1 0 acver.ta e s 
hl3 1a 

~he ~irs t art 1 · l e about ~ettlements 1r tho lite r tur o covered 

, '! t h1 :s t1,eoia . I· 1t s1,ec .. cral•v su estcd U a t tho oet t le-
1 

So:-:e :,eorr 1 te r ?o.lk voun':or o~ the ,... • • 'I- A. 

1Jf J e\'7 ·or ·~ -- ~t··, ' n Bn orticle about el 1nq• ent ci 1l f ren 

stat ed tt~t " r Mcreo t 1on centers ~us t be coto l'shea wrerever 

neonc -o:it , anc rere ·ur J ev11:ir --ct•th must fi nd heal "';hy amuoe-
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n ent to offsot t he tem~t atlons of the s t r oet and at su c h 

enters moral ~nd rel1~1ous infl uence ~us t be br ou·ht to 
2 

!onr upon tl o~ ." 
3or l1or ln tho artlclo •·r . Yow~er 

had omon at ra tod t he nood of 1mm1- ront ch11J r en fer rel 1r 1oue 

e,,ucat1on . 
Ver~ r 1stlcol ly , Allon Davio , tho ne~l y ap. ointed ,,. 

u_--ector or t h e •:ducoti cnal All G.nce, ow "'l"Jr k , ,pointed out 

tr t " tho 2r s t S1do does not need ~oral rcll · ous 1no~ruc -

~ on . Conoidcring ti e con lti ono he . e lt ~s tt e nos~ ~or al 

and Mos t rel i ~iou s coT!lfflunl ty e r ove ever heord of . The 
3 

trouulo w:tl the Ea s t Si de 1 a poverty . " (J r l Q). 

Jenia~ ~l arl t l oo, 
ve o cr\t1q, e of ett le~ent work . · o 

sa'd tl et "t he to s t of the val ue of settle ... ont wor '< · s t r e 

ol d t ots ~n r~~111es •••• The er tels, t~ot it is mos t 

o~en 10 e t h t ts wor ~ is fra~~nt or y , often makln- for 

t . ~ ell sso l -.:.t1 en of the !'~11:• , 1 owever ruch 1 t mo.Y 1mpr o •e 

aor.ic of its :"ember • • • • It l as he en - n1.cl that there · o >1ot 

a ~e~· s ~ sett lement ' n t e ~~t ntr y he closln, of~ ose oore 

wo 1~ occoolon o ri~~l e of _xc1te~ent a on- t he pe opl e at 

l•r e • •• If t ~1s ~e c"no1 dcro l Gn exa ornt l on , it novorthol eas 

..,• 11 be oner:il l ·r Cldmittod t ~ ot t r e settler.t~nt },,ouse Las not 

r, ,o 1 t s wa:, into J e .1si c on!lciouone s s as an institution 

hc.·,i r: an:,, 1mporto.nt re lat 1on to tL-::: 11 "c of the Jeff sh 

n.r.u ~ :1 . ·1 e su_gcs ti n tl r nwn out t-e low l'ttcn,,t s to point 

0 t a 1o~si ~lo wo t o bring t' e settlement t " the Jewish 
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~assea s o that i t wil l ens as e their sympathy from the be --;1n­

nin- . The accept ed institu tion among the Jews to deal with 

the training of boys and &1rls in a J e wish way 1a the Talmud 

~orah •••• I t ia t he 1nst1tut1on intended t c, conse r ve those 

~oral t eact.1n~s which have appeal ed to the Jewish henrt 

nnd mind aa the beat assurance of an honored 3nd an honorable 

l1~e •• • • i i ven t he TaL~ud Torah , wi t h i t s Jewish population 

from 100 to 1,000 , why ahoul d 1 t not be poa.:, ble t o mai~e it 

~lso t he center of the beat activities of the settlement 

l"ouse'? ••• The 11m1ta tione of s rce wi l l not penpit the fur ­

ther d velopment here of the particu lor po3a1b1l it1ea that 

acttlenent work , ~r ow1n · out of t he popular Jewiar. training 

school for rel1~1on and morals , na~el y , the Talmud Torah , 

1s wei hted ~1th, but many of tr.em v 111 readi l y suti3e st 

tnemsel ve a to the Jewi sh worl~er •• • once t h wa7 can be s r own , 

or e ven i ndicated • •• and ~e can hope fer pr o;r , ss -- no t , 

be 1t unders toc~ , toward the rel i ~lcus indiffJrence whi ch we 

a ~e a l l too prone t ~ call br ead th , but towa rd t ha t revi t a l i z­

n~lon of reli: 1on which 111 "!1B.ke it a f actor to reckon with 

n actual li f e , t ha t t oucri n of c onduct wi t h emotion , which 

all the clur c. e s are now see~ic , and which t he J ews cannot 
4 

a ~ford t c ~e. lect." 

1.ir . Ct.a rles s . ? '3rnheime:- , superintendent of the 

:·ebrew £auca t 1onel Society of l rookl vn ( 1910 ) writing of the 

Societ·r ' s new ;,lana stated t.hat " it is well reco ~nized that 

in neia hbor hoods -:,he r e Je\'18 preoo:ni nate t hose wl•o most r e adi ly 
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co:ne t.o aet tlenents and soci land e ducat iona l center• 11ke 

this are l or ·ely colle e and h1 h - 3chool boys and girls 

and pupi l s or t ho public schools. I t l a ~Y purpos • to reach 

out to nnothor oleoent tha t shoul d be ;r oot er oppor tunity 
5 r r occ1 develop ont .• To this end Dr . ~ernheime r i n t r o-

i 11ced Yi d di ab lect~re s on olterncte Soturd y evenln~s . "I n 

~ddition t c these lect ures, plane ore ~nde r wa v for t he cre­

n t 1on of a 'Yidd1ah Platform ' t c- d acusa t o follt>11J!.n- a•1~-

o ta in Yi ddish: 

l . Oi tizoncl'l ip 

2 . Jewish 1story 

~. Literatur e nd °'ro.-na . 

Tl.e re '7:11 c, ! ~dl 1du:. l l ect, r:, rs on s .ieclol sub­

'ccto undor these heads . Lectures on Jow1 st ond eth col 

s u jecta , t o be c' cl!.vere~ in En- 11::Jh , t o ve br en or ran:;ed. !'o r 

a number or 5undh nd So turda.·, even1nc;a . ':'ho lee t ube rs 

are oll YJl("tlm rabbi o:.d scholL . · :1 " r am tl.,1s m! other cities . 

A cl , so for the ~t udy of epoc:s lr. Jo~i ah r.1st ory and l iter­

a : u r o ~s ~lso conte ? l &t od , b t pl 6Jl s hll ve not a s ·ot been 

d e · ln~tel- !·e r .lied . Tho cd.of activi ties -:1' ich ha e been. in 

exis t ence for ncme ti~o ,ro : a well or ~n1zea Sab nth School, 

h~v1n on av~r a ~e at tond nee por sos slon of over 600 bovs and 

:. rls ; two :·e bre\·, cla sse s , mec t1n five <"ays i n the ·:oek , in 

w :.er ebre-.r tranalation l.nto .:.n ·11sh in tau ~. t accordinr t o 

odern me tio<ls •••• i'h1 s pa rtial presenta t i on of pl ans a nd 

p r"' ocs als w!.11 · 1 vo sr::ie i d oa of our •woblems and or ho\1 ,1e are 
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try1 o reoch the several elements of the J ew1ab oommun-
5 

1t . • 

Allan Davia, discussin t:he ne act1v1 t iea &. t the 

:;;c,ucational Alliance (19 10) repor ted that "while the work 

or Arner 1can1zat1on la the baaia or th~ activ tiea a t thP. 

lliance, t he institution endoavora to help the Jewish 1m­

~1-rant adapt h1~ael f to h1s aurroundin-a without becoming 

do- Juda1 ~ed . Accc,rd1n_;l , achoo la of rel 1 ,;1oua woi,',: , a 

peoplo's s:ma osue , and e nu.-oer of Ad~1t1on 1 syn~~o ues 
6 

!'"r the hol 1da·s have been p11rt of the re .. ul ar oct 1v1ti ea.• 

A not e in the · eb ary , 10 11, 1ea 1e or Je~ at 

~ha r 1 t 1ea deacr1bo1 t)ooo ·,1~r k C\f ho ounc11 ':ducati onal Al -

lance of ~l~veland,0hio . ~he art i cle st ed that " the an­

nual ..,ee t1n o!' he Ccunc1 1 Educat i r-no.l Alliance was hold 

eb~·ar,- q . ! bbl • J . '1r 1on , pres1dent , presided ••• 

rver r ,ooo membero are r e~l~rly tten l1n t ho , ll1ance. 

o:itu re:, of t he "rk re S~bbath- 11c~ool , o.nd Peoplo ' o 3 yn-

a o 'UO ••• " 

A l~ ter c ~cunt of tl e Counr il 1n Jl oveland , wt i le 

' scribing t ho nnw head wor ker , anuel Sternhe1m
1
sto.tod that 

"he h s Tcrkcd in he re l 1ous fie l d a.."'1on- Lotb ortho ox 

ond r of c rm , o.na was Gt ono timo mo.no. .,or o!' ~he fl obr e,1 cl ae .. o s 

of ~he Je 1,~ Be ll ious Union of Lonuon. r . Stornhe1m l s 

a nt r nu Jow , nnd believes that a Jewi sr sp1r1t shoul d per ­

evelopin~ thi s i dea he ao.ys : 

' 1 am very anxiou s to ~ave it added t hat T hol d ver y 
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atron. l y ~ht the aet tlomont wor k ahoul d not be ent irely 

divorced f r om r el1g1oua ,.,ork. Whi l e s ympo t he tic t oward co­

opora t i on of my eatee~ed non-J ew1ah fel low-wor kers, I pro~oae 

to develop the Alliance upon pronounced J ew1 s h line s . I 

• ~ not conoorne w t h do,_ra t i c r eli3 l on, ao nuch as ~1 t h the 

J~ i ar s pirit, boa t e xpreaaed as a Wetanschauung , t o wr 1ch 

alone I ottrlbute our survival, and without he l pi nr wrich 

hold such a aettl e ~ent oa t ho Cl eveland Educational Al lanc e 
8 

hos no rea1on d •etre . " 

Tho 1ra t number of the aocond vol ume of Jewish 

~~ar1t1ea ( Au at , l Qll) d i v1do a t he .ater1a, i nto various 

suh! oct he ad1n: a . ~or1e D. o ·on was the ed itor of t~e ai v­

l d.on called nsettle~~nts•. At thio po1nt 1n our l 13t1n a 

cf notes and articl es on tho Sottle ·e~t , 1t will prove us e­

!\Jl t c note ac:r.e o!' Dr . t.o.-;on' o re,. · ents . r.e wrote t l c t , 

" Pr obtn lv the L rat : ew1st "'le i hborl"' oc- t1 center (o. Settlement 

without rc o.:a ence ,:or ker:s ) was est b l1 shod in •·ow Vrr k !.n 

l ~w6 , and the frat Jew1a~ aot l emont 1o h1co-o 1t l r~ . 

~here aee~ a to b e a ro\1ln 
r ... ,,,.. 

aenti~ent in M'uoT of nnv n 

spe ! .,.icnll Jo"1 sh conterc , but in o .;reat nUMber of 1n:,tancea 

•hz non- seotar on c~oruc er s atron ly empha~i z ed , and he 

::-:e!"l.t1 cn1n of ony';hin ,Tc ·,t sh 1 s co re f ully e vo1•1ed . A atr1!::­

:~ excep~1on 1~ t h:a pcrticu l &r respect presents 1t eelf !n 

tr.e :r,1ce · o tcbrew Inat lltute , wl ich bo l <" l y announc e s tho t i t 

1s ·o,1 sh ano Jew sr. A..,eric n ; i t s pur:- ose l a t o blend t he 

s c~on 1{\d: v1duol1ty o l ::.r e Jew -:.t t h !.r.~ ncblc fea t•ire s of the 
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9 
A er1can, to help hi~ to become an Al?loricnn Jew.• 

r . ~o: en oontinuee to expatiate on t he aett l e" ent 

and on t he 1 1gr o.nt hom he aay a "needa r eadjus t ~ent , need■ 

no• knowl ed e, now cuato. a ••• ; but in t he procoae of A.111er1-

can1 zat1on , woe lat h ' n if he l osea ' he a tro ond heal t r 

~~ nc ter1et 1ca which he brou h t with h1~ nd wr ich ore ox-
9 

pres~ad n t he ord • ·ew1ahnos■ • "• 

After .i ii i ntr ouuct1on , ""'r . o en descri bed n1f­

f orc~t act1v1 t 1oe 1n arlous J w~oh set t le ent a: 

"'!'t-e Educa t ion 1 Allla.nco eon<"rnc ta , •• tte l i 1ou o 
Q 

ee r vi ~c s on ~nb uotb .". 

Y.o.naaa ,1 ty 

•~he ~ ueational Alli nee mr intnina... ·obrew 
0 

The ne xt issue or JO Ji ah ChQrlties olao concaina 

r e 1 or t a by r . o-en . He wr ote t hat "t here i s a f'"'rcat de ­

~- nd f or r cli~1ou s s e r vices t l owi sh settl emonts, eapec -

t oll during U.e • ev: ·i e v r l olido.;.-a . u f fol o o.nd P1ttabur e h 

are t r.e onl., c itie:1 t h t r eport ad equa t e r r c111t1ee for 

Schules , a nd conse q~ ently no ne ceas·ty for conctuc t 1n£ servi ces 
10 

a t the 1n , t1 tute . " J~ cr~o , ~l e ve l nnd , St . Louie, Detroit , 

'; i nc nn u ti ond 1.0.ns s :;1 t y arr an ed !"or se rvi ces in t heir 
10 

,m 11 l d1ng s or rento ha ll~ . 

Acc~r ding co n , ote i n Jc 1oh ~l or1t1es, Zion Pouee , 
- --- - 11 

c . ew' :s"" 3ctt l e. ur,t in ~ "falo ho s e c;obt-ath sch ool. 
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A-n1n r . ~o~on wrot e thot "a Jewish se ttlement, 

unleaa i t r epre:so11ta Jew1ah int ere s t s, pr Ol'.'lotes and str en- t henu 

Je• ah !deal s ar.d aervee epccif1c Jew:s h 1n~eroat s , has no 
12 

r a i s on d ' e t re f or exis t ence . " 

At t he annual d1n~e r neot 1n or tbc ed~rat1on of 

"'· :sh ~he r i t 1ea o: Cl ovoland , ( 1912) , ; ,1es E:dnn ,old sm1 t h , 

aercre t o. . w --ounc1l of J e 11ah '/o:nen re or t e d tho t her or ·an-

1 za t 1on was conouct1n- a t tho Sot tle~ent (Allio.nee ) 56 c l as ses 

and c l ubo and a SabL t h School , the l or eat of 1to kind 1n 
1 3 

tre w~rl~ ." {~he ounc11 of J ewish ~o~on o~ ~l evela nd 

at11 conc:!uct a t t.o Sobba th School ot the va1 • ous brr:mches 

or the All1once . ) 

• 0 os on ~ oin d 'scu~aed the 5et t l ement in 'ol ume 

-1 , Ci of J~1sl-t Char i ties. i'e stated ha t , 

" .he s-nn ~o l O of ol ~ u:sed t o boar on 1nscrJ pt1on 

1no1cat1ng tha t it was a rouse or worship for o l l nat 1 one . 

Tho settl e 1ents or e houses fe r a l l ac:ea . .Jus t a s the s ynnzo:uius 

o!' ol -1 wore t he can .. or ~ wl ore CO::!"- .unr l a . .'airs were ri1 ocussed , 

so the ~odern oettlement 1· the center w• ore t~e affa1ra of 

r-ur own c."e a r e c...::sc :Joe • t lo imperati ve tl a t we aeo t o it 

that. all r.i oes ne t e nd i n o·scuss1on , out tha t t he d 'scu s s i on 

!. s tra.n ... 1--te into de13c;s of hcl pfu l i eoa , both 1ndivldual 
lh 

on~ r~l lecti ve . " 

" In the JeJ1 eh .~r1t1e s ! or 1? 10 the edi tor suc·eDted ,.. 
t~ t the rCL l ~ud rorah ecome por t o! tl.e sat t l emen t . Some 

· ew ··ea.rs l F t e r ( ,ebruory , 1: 1 3) , a cob · 1111J:opf wr ote a l e t t e1r 
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to the oditor concernln - hia pr oposal ond statin . that l e or­

anized 3uch a school 1n anoaa r.1ty . · r. '1111lcop1' wr ote 

th t •roo.11 z1 tt..nt such ork fo 3 • t nte·r 1 ?art of a 

Jew o oettlement , tho oard of n1re tors of o r Ins titute 

c~rd1all extended to tho TaL,rud "orah Assoc iet1on t he priv-

1, o of ma nt 1n1ns their school in our mo.in I nsti tute ond 

in a branc~, a; ecif1cally e:,tabl ~hoa ~or tho.t pur poso and 

locnted ~n cnothor oect1on of the c ty ••• • a t l st I have 

at def inite 

roa~on for ox1otenec , ~rov1 ~ed i t conce na toelt wit ~at~ors 
1 c; 

a ecific 11- Jewla► ." 

Ono or tho oo t 1nt ero3t1n nd 9 r c-a onall ·• u ae-

:,1 rticlos ro d 6cring •1~ c~ r se c~ stud f or t h 'a thee1a 

'lfi :, r . o -en • e "Jews of : on7 L:lnd s ." He pre,. ccd 1.111 account 

of' tho ~poo t on of t e Jews o" 1 •0.n Land h old at he e•-
ish Settl o ont 0~ ~1nc1nn ot1 , durtn - the th1r c.' wei,\c in J nu -

ary , 1';1 3 , by a d i scu ssion on . ,. 8 nd T••da1 :nn . r r. -or en 

n \: .., II .. l . t ... o .ho jewo of to.c. a ·, re . re ont"? A 1•0 t ho-· 8 n "' t1on , 

r re , a r e 1 l oua :sec .. •. '!'hn owe ~l on:,c 1 ve :s e nnot a -roe 

upon h 'l1r own coc! l etot•J a ... ,hatever the cose m y be , tho 

,Tewa present a ost wcmdorful stnb11i ty of ~ocir l unit , mo.k­

n t he ,1o:, o: tho \Torlc Jn .,o one : eopl , no ir.atlcr un ·Jr• 

" Jc cli me ear.d con«U t1on they ~0. :1 11 ve . . • Hhy or.ould tho 

"~ n · oncra t ~~~ of : euft .•• pt o co, e en 1n i ndivi dual in-

:"' co=:l·· i-.e .••• i t ia tte looaenin of the tioe nr..ich bo d 
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h1m i nscp r abl y with tho old , the luck of knowledse of t he 

s pi rit\ l past; t l e os t r an ~omont from t he ol d trad1t1on 

of rel i 1oua cer~moni a l li fe, wl i ch in t ho case of the Jews, 

~ore t~an ny other people, mean t a patr 1arrhal home and 

f4mi l llf o ••• A strenuous offor t, therefore la mode in d1!'­

!'orent d1 rect1ona to r evive t l.e int erest toward Jewi sh 1deal :i ; 

tc- r11tur n to Jetrieh cul tuite ;, t o develop an interest t oward 

Jo.,1s h hiatrry, :md to :,tr onethen .. he wecl eni ns t ies of t he 

Jews of all the .or l d . A oot '"trik!.nf; e xan ,le in thi s "\CW 

o•luc t1 1"na l c rus do at'lOD£ the Jews 1a to bo found ln the 

u poai t1 on of the Jews of ·o.ny Landa, ho l d a t ~11e J o':fi s h 

t : cr .••• lent tl".e!.r cooperatlc-r\ in !'"ostor 1ng th!.s no,, unr..ert a -
16 

The odi t or of :c isl .,r.t..ri t ie:, hnd thi s t o say 

a 0 1 t he exi~ 1 t : " 1 Jews n :. nn',• Lan<!s ' 1 llus t rate s the 

posalb111t1es for ~1c tes~ue represent a tion of ns pects o f 

:c .. •!. :,h l1!'E: . i' r • o e n, ,..,;t! :uc~ ski l l , pat1 e1ce and labor, 

prt>duccd a \: iv1d cxl itit of Jow1 s t- 1 f o trat was ooth cht. r c-
1· 

i3 n~ 1nterant1n . " 

n . ou t .•el1 1oua a ct1v1.les i n s everal settlements rlur1n- a 

~en- ·ec.r pcr .ocl tre t c.11 ms 11011 wltr such c,.ct1v1t1es. ,t 

o • .. £: .c otin-i: of the :.at i. onal ~onferc.nce of J ewi s h ~ha r 1 t ies 

'n a , 1~15. ; r • • oroard : . ichor ds , t he secretary of 

t. 1 C. oh1llah , presented a ;,nper on 11 ,fhnt ha s the 



Settl o~ont done 1n Judai~in , its Cl ientelo?" Pe pl eod d 

~or wore Jewishness 1n our aettlenents . It ~e have a nec­

ass1ty fur Je•i ah aett le~enta ot 11 , was hi s opinion , our 

settle:-.,enta iiuat be mo1·e Jewish ; aust o.ttract t hrou h their 

e~ium of the ne 1 hborhood who o .•a.ve f r an opportunit y 

o bo 1a~r ea ed w1th ~he tradit ions , ~nt1 ,u1t 1on . cu 4toms, 

;,ast life or the "'e a , n d 8hould interpret modern life f rom 

a . e~1sh point of view. That t he chi l dren 0 1 1m.~1~rant p r ­

enta •• • be lven on op~ortuni ty tc l earn of he post hi story of 

the r p c p le oo tnn t ti.ey r:wy respect the hol1 1GJ'6 , t he cu s -

o a or t ho parents ,tho adhor e st.ricltl y to t t.G customs of 

t ~e:r forefa t hers w~ich vo been lar ,olr ~oopons ble for 
1 

t~e pe r petu t1on of the !.~s . " 

A ti· t ies o f tho . ebrow E v ati otuil flo~1e t y of 

Srookl·-n reco vc cent1on 11'1 tho t1r 1aou e of vol u-,e L. of 

.-ew;. sh Chari t • e. . " T e ociet • • • • is pl on.11nC' .. o orec o 

now bui l r. n • • • • • :t 1 a expf!t:.ted hot -1 e now b· 1 1n · 111 

oe compl e tod b:, :·s y l , l <" lJ, . I t ~111 ~ontci.1" ( O.."'on - other 

thl n o) "a r ebrew c lassroom. .. • he c l ubr oo:iis will be used 

aG classro~~s ~or t~e Snobath School on s~t u r da· mor'Tl n·s. " 

The .icw1sh ..;L nca t i onal All 1ar.ce of Atlo.nto. a l a ~ 

h.r s a SaobP th School . It 1:J " pr bmr 11 v Je•,,1 s h 1.n 1 t s t enden­

c! es an~ act1 vit es . h e ~a~~d Torah , t e Sa bbath Schools, 

n !'C cor~ l 1ored ver;; i:npor t ar. t . All of ::he Jewi s h holi -t r.ys 

nra~ ~ s t i '-' Ols o re p roperl:, celc .:1·ated • • • ~or the :,oun~ men 

and -~o:,cn there a:-e many clubs , d ancin lasses , c las ses in 
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20 

C1nc1nnnt1 ot this t 1mo ( l OlL.) eee a to be the most 

an:b1t1ou~ c i ty i n settlement work . Whet her it was due to 

t e fact that 3or 11 ~o en was one of the edi tor s and l ad a 

f a c i l e pen or t or other r eaaona , the fact r emains that 1n­

cinno.t1 seems t o have been 1b the l ead i n J ewi s h a ct1v1t1ea 

in the settlement housoa . 

I n Deco bor, l ? l ~ • the C1nc1nnot1 School of Je11sh 

Soci~l Service ••• made an 1nQ~1ry · nto the o.ct1v1t1es of 

• . , wl nh sottl o~en ts And co nttc tnst1tu t 1ona . Amonr other 

t hi s , the quoat1~n with rel ation ro th~ ect ~1t1es of the 

eeoao wa n l~o p,1 t . The reason for t:h1 :s 1 o to be f ound 1n 

U.e f act t hat this -;eo.r the .. ,mu.knh period was proctically 

cotern1mw \11th t he Cr.r1s t ~as vecat1r ns, ond it wnr 1ntereet -

1n5 t o ind ou t t~ what extent J ewish sett ler onts and l ke 

institutions ar~ Gsser t!n ; t rei r Jo ·ishneoa . ~ho r epl ie s , 

on .. he .v··ol c c.re e ry pro:n~ 11n • The r e s e :,a t o t· ave been n 

r ~nPscenco i n J9wi ,. 3et t l ement work . ~e.rl. 3r sottlements 

a r c beE;innin · to realize tru- t ••• U o :,ust j u:!t 1~y tbe t r ver y 

ex stcnce b uo1nv w~r k d~st1nc t 1ve l ~ Jowi eh for the i r con­

stituents •••• I nqui r ies ,e re c.Jdressed to .. ev, '✓ork ., ity , 

fllt1 ore, Phl led." l ;>rla , :.a naas '.;ity , : 1nctnr..o.t1 , Atlanta, 
21 

"; loveland 1 l waukee , Ch1cA ; o and Dotro t . " 

The 1c ~ 1 convention of ~he ~t tional : onferencc or 
JeT' or ; t££r1t1ea Trs:: he l d in 'Llt1more . " ~wo we 1 hty papers 

wer r; ,.u·e& ented at this ~cs aion . ( rlrla:r J"'lorni~ ) The fi rs t 
I 



' Advcncc in Sett l e':lent ork ••, by :•r . J ocob :i1111kopf of 

r.cnsaa :1t y , wa~ re~d by ,obb1 Louie c orns o1n of St . Jos­

eph , in t ho unavoi d o l e ab■ence of 1r . B1111kopr . It told 

of new idoa.11 and •. cthod■ i n eett lement work , a.nd recounte d 

t :..e ato tho : on,, 1 1ty ■ettle~ent had taken 1n 1ntrodu-

cln into tho aett le~ent a Hebrew School conoucted on the 

Er,oc' erly oyateo. i'he re■ult had been at once to br1 tbe 

pa rcn a of the c 1ldren 1nto cloee rolatlon with the ae ttl o­

~ nt and to ~eioo reli i oua educ t1 r n 1n t ho oyc■ of t he 

chi l d 1.. vc.luc cl 1gn1ty ••• ;•r . : t·c.rle e s . ernh i:r.ier 

d not r eached t l.e voung people 

to he extent and in tlle ::a:ne rray a t he aettle:ne nt hn c! 

r eached t .• eo -- Q c ontont1on that aa troveraed by ' r . Cyrus 

. • Sulzb \;or . ..r . Eernho er t ~ ou'" 1-.t that both of t ho s e 

1 s t1tut1c,n:s had t e 1r pr oper unct! c: o, o.nd ttu.t tho:· coul d 

~e ovol opod part . Jo rishnoea could oe bro'-4,ht tnto t r.e 

cot l c~en t by . ri~ay e ven1 - lcct ree, by the obs rvence 

of Jew1a. ol1c. i: •s , c.::c! 1n other sir.l1 l or rt :a. :e stooc. for 

Je i s l.ncs:s 1:1 the settl o:::ient , even if t.hero were no ::ebrew 

~ t ool there . Alls ea~ers omphns1zed tho necossity or a 

J .. ieh s et .. l e "lent bei nv ow1ah . There 1s no possibility 

of a ooubt ~s t o t he ot ► it~d~ or Je: i a h c1~e r e on th1a 

:1cint . The non-sectarian Jev;; s h sett lement had not n fri end 

a t . e :on1erenco , or i f it i d , ho c 1 C, no t r.u1!~e hirnao lf 

;onrerences of an7 t ype usually encoura 3e ~1acua-
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sion. Th 1914 Con~oronce of Jewish Ch r1t1e■ f ollowed 

tb1a rule . At th1a conference paper■ were read concerning 

o• 1ah Act1vit1e■ in the ■ettlement na noted 1n the previoua 

rote rooce. ho twolfth 1aaue or volume tour of Jewiab Char-

1t1oa c onta nod an editorial obout thi a pr oblem. Tho edi-

tor wrote tnr t •&t ''emph1■ the feelinc was atro ha t a 

Je 1e settl eaont muat bo Jewish . Thia 1a a bood prolim-

1nary announco9ent , but when 1t co~es t o de tem1n just 

what • .,o l sh ' m ... ana 1 th1■ ro opect , t},e r e i o • ff1 do c! iffer­

ence of opinion . In one c i ty , a well conduc t ed olrn~d ~orAh 

~s p r t er tho oet t le ont acti~1t1os; ao~e r vo ch l • ~>n•~ 

ser 1coa , and porha po Sund cc ool; ::M1n7 o'"•scr e the 

J ioh hol1\ oye 1t h r ppropr1a te corc~on1ea. t 1a poc ble 

tc do 11 h ie , n c1 tho :ie t tlo.-ont ti ll f ail of bo1n;; Je•­

: ~h , for 1n ~l e :.ettlom~nt the spi ri t , tho 1 r 1~~nce , 1 a 
I 

t he .!'untn ent ol fact~-· - · 1 Juca1zin~ a so t t l oment 1a no 

oaay r.uittcr, on occot.nt o~ t~e div r o &roupa tho.tar e , or 

:Jb nt l e! o, d r o. .o :~ ••• Por hnp a t ho 

bo 0 0 Lr eat if t hoso 1n ch r &o of eett l omcnta ,ere ~eopl e 

o! ~tron r el1 1oua con ·1ct1onB themael\oc, nc coul ~ b; t he 

·• ery :-o.◄ce of their own fo.,11nu crootc a • e 11 .. i oua a t '::lo aphor o 

t: a t o· 1 ..: ;>ermea t o • h'l actt l e- cnt nc! oc'.!.e t'C ~ts 1 : 1uaiza-

• 101,1• • • ~ot tler::enta , we lleve , 1 ve no t ra .m •1pon he Jew-

:Zl ... 1.n1::it;ry : o.· , o:-:.c rc c.n a i~ ct"ra ; ond on the other ban , 

~:.ietor~ hove no elt • ,. o ooll t o Lo TM!'k •••• t ho settl e -
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2; 
to J'uda i ze 1 t muet come t ogethor s o:oe,1here --• 

The Ch1cauo Eobrew Inot1 t ute ( no · the People ' e 

institut e) 1■ an or0nn1zat1on that 1a a n educat i onal alli-

nee, center r.nd aett l em~nt at t he same t i.mo . In Jul y , 19 

a pe~ cc club was organi zed. in t! ,.!. i n~t1tut1on . Accordi n..., 

, 

to Dr . Sec.an • the chil dren o.r-e r ecrt.:.1 tecl f r om ,, r1ous cl· asea 

co .ductod at ~he Institute, particul r l y from the Sabbat h 

an• Sundcy Schoe l ••• a t o recent moet.i.n0 of 1., ,e teachers 

of tl o ~c th S:;hoc-1, we ha ve mo e clea r t hat the t eachora , 

i n 1nat uc t1 the ch i l d ren 1n Si bl e bi :-J tor y , s 11ould under­

o, t1~ate t he heroism , t oe often r.aue uch of 1~ the Sabba t h 

ecbool :J , re •ardlng · e wnrs t he · .ebrew fou ht in earl y da ys , 
24 

an.: to draw ethical les s ot~8 i n favor of pcac o. " 

In 1~ 15 t.he Jewish Cor".iau, a l ::or.:ie dedicated o now 

b~11u1ng. • Thn object■ of t bo or 0an1za t i on t o promote r e -

11~1ous , e luont i onnl , c~ rlta ble , c~vic t.nd bene\·ol en t 

ob~ects e.mons the Jews of Syr acuoe •• •• ~e have several r e­

~!.._, 1ous c lasses t.nd ,• c t ave a l ec t ure cour s e t reatlns of 
25 

J ~;1!.ah s ubjects." (l . B. Thie or,;~r n1zat1o~ may be in-

cl:iae <l und r Y. : :. r:. A. s. l so, but since 1t i s promot1n; 

c. a r1 tabl o ob jects uo : o.ve incl u~ed i t "llder the se ttlement . ) 

" ! he J ewish Set t l erent A~a1n" ia ~he t i t l e of 

,tolte :- Leo Sol omon's c.rt1cle, a prot est a,.;a i not opinion r.. t 

s ~i ~~o~er, for t he settlcr ent , ~s I conce ive 1~ is neither 

.ie " ' 3h no .. ,i .=~::itier. , 'chrurer:eC:an nor Buddhist ••• 'T'he "'e rman 
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or I r i eb . Hun,&arian or Polish sottlement 1a 11kew1ee unknown, 

~nd the •Jewieh Sett l ement , conceived of aa a racial or 

nat1~nol vroup , 1a equally an anomaly ••• ! o one can or ~ould 

n7 t he value of eocial wor k among Jews by Jewe . But t o 

t.he m1nor1t,. it 1a rather d1atrosa1n to f1nu the roots of 

such ot'forta f aet 1n a ha r deninc; deposit of religious or 

r ctal 1L:i1tat1on. To aome of ue i t ;-roul el eeem that we !~d 

~au h t but a ret l oc t 1on of the 3p1rit of America if we c on­

~p1cuou■ly nnd deliberately surround t he oa~or youn~ aoule 

cl~~orin; to understand Amer ican i deals and .American demo-

e r c7 wi t h t he atmoapher o of on:, other ideal , ,)J' of llDY other 

e!.v111z-at1on . Clf couroe , t ender lo7al ty to the t radi tions of 

their o,m poopl e wou l d be n ,>art of the::10 ne"f i d oo.ls , ••• 

• or an A. e r ican J ew 1o .ore trul y A"' t?r1oo.n when ho inter­

;,rets ~he i c s ols of hi s n-,,., co nt:ry -n terms of tho trad1-

t l ona or h ia f 4t hero ••• I f our o ect as Jewish 3oc1al r, or l: ­

crs is to 1naF1re Je1i oh youn~ poople wi th ~~e hope of a 

'!' Courrection of a Jer:ish nation , then , i t eeot!!I to me , tr e 

cry cf Jo~1 e ~.ne as 1n Jew1st i nst i tutions is l e 01t1~ te . 

- · t - ~ e c once ive our ~unc t ion r~ther a o a c on t rib u t ion toward 

,~o!)o.rc. t 1on of Jewish i i.'"ti ._ :-a n ts and their chi l dren f or par ­

t:ci pct ion 1.n the :.,e at t :.a t ~s A--ericn , t i.en I l e a d ~or t he 

i nc~eaae in Jewich l eS hborhooda of settlements . r he s e :real 

se~ele!r.e·1 t s wlll b e Jewi sh i n he ir r everence for a l l t hat 

~s : r ~ ~n the r eli~iou s end cociAl herit a-e of t heir peo-

11l e , :..-..:t .:.n '"l' c ~r ot.t l ock on secu l ~r ,clrobl ems wi ll be d om1n-
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26 
ted by A..~orlc n i deala." 

Occaa1oMlly the otudent comea acroar. atatementa 

by aoc1al ~ork era or ei t her the worth or lack or worth ot 

rel1glou■ educ t1on. :·r . I. Edwin ~oldwa aser• s statement 

t the onrerence Convention 1n 1915 1■ of 1ntereat: : r . 

~ol dWClsacr w o ll'UI cbief of Board or experts, r.ot1ona.l 

Counc i l, Y. J' . H. A. and Kindred Organ1zat1ona stated that 

• tn 1ta i deal ~tn te, a settlement 1e the form.o.l expreaa1on 

of ho deaire ot a coi:riun1ty t o fund 1t a r eeo\· rcea t or 

c::1e beneti t or ll •••• It thia vi e ff 1a acoepteo , a oettle­

~ent muat 1ne ~itably be non-ac c tar1an. Rel1 ion , which 

~houl ~ be the great b1ndinu toroe 1n h,~ n rolot 1ona, hn s 

one =ere t o divide tho ~o~l l t han any othor concept w· 1ch 

a Cl ~\'elop1?1£ c1v111z.at1on ho.a fo rmed . A sett l o ... ont i s e -

::er t 1ally a :lOC-c.11z1~ 1nst1t u .. ion ••• I t 1a tho eq a l i ­

z!.n , "ho level1nc orce 1n a cot.1?:1un1 ty . ,•r n tevor sepa r ­

ot ea , \Th4tever G1v1de a man f r c:n Li f ellows mus t be denie d 

ndn1 as1r n ' o 1ta ?rec1nct~ •• he 1eeals of a settlement 

~u~ t therefore continue inde pendent of 11\ y cons1dorut1on 

of .clit iou. Its ottitude , r ile not unroli~1ous , must 
27 

nl"a e be non-rel1~1oua.• 

• alter Loo Solomon 1 s article in the sixth 

vol ~-.te of Jewis h Charities con tinues i n the some vein aa 

• r . ;;ol owasser•s . : esta t ed ~hat •no set tlement can live 

loss 1 ta f a b r ic is ,,erv(ldod with n c1eop r ol1g1ous q11 nl-

1 ty -- 1 we t~e .--e l~ ~i cu:-- to :::can ,;eer encl nobl e conv1c -
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tion■• Rel1&1ona r1ae and f all; rel1s1on l1vea vh1le man 

lives. But 1! one view■ rel1g1oue quality throush t he 

more or leaa narrow window of any creed or aeot, the set­

t l emont lo■e■ 1ta un1veroal1ty and beco.mee a mission --2o 
perhopa a llome m1ae1on -- but still a ~1ea1on . • 

Iaaac Aar,nacn wrote Qn 1ntereat1ng aettlonent 

61 r j 1n Jewieh Char1t1ea. Included in t he act1v1t1ea 

of the Educ t1onal ill1ance of al t L~ore were a Hebrew 

3ebool, hil c ren•a afternoon Jerv1ee on t he Sabb t h ond 
2~ 

:~on•tl:.ah port1ea. 

Tho precedi ng r e f erenc e deal t wi th t~e oet1vi­

t 1ea of~ Jew1Dh nett l omont or noeic l center . "The varied 

1~Jro ::ia which such an s c ene :; seeks to rn J-:o \i;on the gen­

crc. l e lec enta of the populat i on i s 1l l ut1 t ra ted by the fol­

lrw1 synopa1■ of act 1v1ti ea e a carried on by the ?.obrew 

~ducat1ono.l Society of ~rookl yn : 

J uda 1zat 1on 

Sundn y Af ternoon , tol 1 _,1 ous O!. ocourae a 

Fri da~ Even1nt; Lectc ree 

Sn. oo th Scl~ool 

31ble r l ke (1llu3trat ed } 

Hol1da:· Enter t ain. ~cnta 
30 

Six he brew Cl asses• 

t r . ~al t e r Le o Sol omon ana : r . Gol dwaaser stated 

in tLo a r ticle q ·oted a cove t ha t r el1Gi ou s particu l arism 

~houlc not be e part of the oett ~ement pro&ram. Barnett 



Brickner wr1t1na 1n 1916 atated tho ant1thea1a. However 

all three aoree that it uat be rol1~1oua. Briclmer atated 

that t he aettl ... nt •1houl.d embody t he ap1r1tual tactora 

1n Judaia ••• It 1a t he tunt1on or t he Jew1ah Settlement 

should a tr1v• not only to integrate the Jew1ah 1mm1Grant 

into r1oa•a pol1t1cal and c1v1c lite, and t o !oater 1ta 

: doala end aap1rat1ona; but it 1a important t hat th1a in­

t egration tolro place t hro h the re-evolc t1on of those 

cultural oed1uma wl 1cb he Jow1 1h 1mm1.;rant r1116• with bin 

~r~~ t he other a1do, nacely c.nd 1nsop r b l , and 1nd1aaol-

l~ble love t or hi s e l1g1on, e keen love of l e e. '"n1ng nd 

oducGtion , and a.n 1ntenae uea1re to live a apec1f1c Je 1ah 

lif e hore, t o perpetuate Y1dd1ah a nd f ebrew nd the beat 
~l 

o! otrer cultural olemonta ho br1n&• 1th l im. " 

Charle■ s . ornheL~er, writing Wl art1cl o in the 

~cce 1souo of Jewiah C a r 1t1ea in which ~riclmer wrot e 

a rood w1 h ri l e thesis . :·e wrote t t "the pro..;rar.une ot 

Jo'lri ol. aettlo:::ont or c Mn l oen re tnvol vea the con­

aervo tion or Je1'11ah conac i ouaneoa, t •1e dovelop:-,ont and r-io1n­

te1n nee of a no al s ocial l ife , And t ho proceoe ot mak1f\6 

the Je,r1 s h imT.11.cr ant p rt of the eb anc3 t he •oor or the 

~ation ••• . 1n l ly, 1n view of t he 1n.ob1l~ l7 of parent s 

~hoa aelvee tc draw t he yoWl people into the oynagogue, 

i~ vecocea pr or ~he ct1v1ty of a Je~1eh centre t o pro­

\'i de . o,o eana whereby theae younL poopl o Trill be ci1ven 

the opnor t\!Jtl ty of obt 1n1n,. Jewi sh i nstruc t i on r nd retain-
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in{; the Jew1ah ap1r1t.• 
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Au.,.•~"' e 
The Jewiah Educational or Kanaaa City waa built ,.. 
•In t hia bu1ld1ns 11 carried on all Rel1et ~ork 

and in addition claaaea, cluba and r ecreati onal aot1v1t 1ea 

for all ••• rrom t he amalleat child t o the adults ••• 

l ebrew Schools 01• •••• are .. ld dail y f r om 3: ;o to 7 o ' clock . 

••• Sobbntb Schoolt ?he Sabbath School ee ta every Sat 

doy afternoon f r om 2100 t o ; : ;O, and t I an onrol lJ::ient 

or wo hundred chil dren. ho acho~l l a Wlder the auspices 

or the Te~pl e and the expense 1nc 1dont to ita m.a1nta1nance 
;; 

1s ot by the con o~, t 1on. • 

Sone yearn paa eed c fore wo r eAd of settle~ent 

r.or k c,n1n. • lienry !'oekow: tz re_ teratin.5 1n part Dr . 

, r1clmcr' s CO!r-ent a not ed above state~1n Jowiah Center 

("If 1r 23 • aubject1 vel there la little of tho Je,loh apirlt 
;.L 

in the settlement •• • It I a origin la Clu 1etian . " Dr. 

:oacowitz t el111 of .. he orthodox .Tewa ' rear of t he settl ement . 
J :'o h .1.J::: lt \'l&a n proeelyt1zin£ a c;;ency . r·oscow1tz ende"h1a 

cr t1cle by aay1nc that • t he worl d nceda en phasis of P.ebrew 

rel1i 1ous gerlla and not of Pagan force. ' 

Soo e t hree yeer e l ater, writing in the J e wi s h 

Soct a l Service , uarterl y , Dr . :oskow1tz repea t ed 1n pert hi s 

sto.te .e:-:t s a ppec.r1ng 1n t he I_et""1sh Center ma -az1ne . 
35 

So.iie timc i n 19 1~/ :..:r . :'orr 1a !) . :Va l dman origin­

ted t:.c no- ca.lle<l • District Service" plan for ~he Boston 

Fii, t1er t~d J ewi eh Cha ri ti e s. • 1.:r . .. laldman f o md an orgabi-



zatlon n t repreeentat1ve or the community at l arge ••• He 

docl ded upon a radical Chan.Be in the form ot g overnment, 

and the creation ot machinery which would enable federation 

t o r ecognize new 4eecla and to make adequate prov1a1on there• 

fore. •D1atr1ct Service• na dea1sned t o eatabllah a cloee 

relat1onah1p between tho aoc1al aervlce adm1n1atrat1on ,, ~ 
and t he Comr.ND1ty.~ The d1atr1ct aerv1co plan l a cloaely 

,r 
r elated t o a variety or other =ovementat "fhe Settle-

rent , t he C1nc1nn ti Social Uni t (cf . Proceeding•£!.~ 

' z:a t 1onal onterence ot Jewiab Social c1ebce, 192 ; , P • 15~ ) 

and he Comcun1ty Council. In eo\,lJ\th- woatern 1~lt1more 

tho D1etr1ct houae pr ac tically became• aott leoent or a 

Jow1ah Center. • 1n addition to &oneral aoc1al aer~lce 

there ore eight cluba f or boJ • ••• Thero have been l ooturea 

for the ol ~er f olka on aubjecta of s eneral Jewish intereat •• • • 

(al:s o s eo Jewish Ch r1t1ea, Vol. I.C, pp . 1~9- 140). 

l n 19a a t the !la t i onal Conrerence or J e ,1eh 

Social Service :: r . ,:ahn atated t h.nt "there 1a a ,sati sfy i ng 

work1~ a r eeoent bet ween the d1a tr1c t house nd the Tnl­

::nJc o r o.i.• ( i n So.l tir.ore). In a c!d1 t 1on r l ea Crapi n pointed 

ou t " th t thoy aro t ry1n0 t o c o at t he p• eoent time reloteo 

t o c l u-.18 any c l a asee i n J a··,i ah history. '!.'or instance they 

pror uced s everal pl nya during tlio d1f f orent holidays, on 

Pno over, or QDY other Je . 1s h hol1do • Tr.ey c l aim to be 

co1n1 everytb1ns perta1n1nG to Jewi sh oduca t1 on in which 

they s ec~~l1ze ." 
;7 

~6 
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· r. J l uckaman, 1n ~1• paper a t the 192} Nat-

1onal Conference bod t hia ~o aay abou t l nst1tut ea, t ll1-

a nces and Settlementai •Aeon , t he 1not 1~u tea nnd alliance• 

onerall-, t here 1a a def1n1to Jewi ab progrlll:l . Amo - the 

aottl o enta , howovor, Wt.1oh re, 117 are c cop, c~ t ho se t ­

t le- ent a or gan1ced under non- aoctar1an ouap1cea , thore are 

s ome , t ho~ h 1n owi ah 1oct1ona, t hat per sist 1n be1JlG . on­

~ectar1an , t r eat1nc; tho ron1donta •• 1nd1v1duala without 

retorence t o t heir s poc1 t 1c back rounds . I t 11 a n open 

queat1cn how long• t ' - o Jewa 111 c ontinue t o support nn 

1natitut1on dos1onod ~o r-eot the neoda of Jews wh i ch 1na1at 

up ~n an ar t i ficia l non- aoc t c r1an1em t ha t ~s contr4r y to 

e very 1:1od rn · .. heory o f the soc ial adj~ tment of 1~ 1.;rant 

- roupo ••• a non- aectnrian en t e r riao ~or J ews ond Qfflon­

Jewa, i t oeoma .o ,e , ~ean ~ ndherence tc an 1coa which ' "'\lat 
38 

soone or later 1vo 1ay to tho r enl it1e 8. " 

i e above reference 1• the l as refer ence \• thi a 

:1v1a1on. ro c cer►a!n ex t ent Jew!.oh Settl e:::i.enta i n •nie 

coun t r y h ve , s i nce 192; beon L1~1n1!i 1nJ 1n num ra . A 

r e t nu.-ncer c f .... en hove i.leeo-r.e -em.sh Cente r s o r Jewish 

".;enter a have tdren tr.oir o it over 1n port . Thei r force 

in A?:er1can J~wlsh Life w s atron0 • t:any of the l eaders 

of ~ho Jev15h ~ett l mcnt movecont are no• l eLd ra 1n Ped­

eraticr. anu Jow• s ; :en ter s . 



I. Induetr ial Soboola or Tr ade Schoola 

ere were only two refGrencee to •Rol1b1oue 

Edieat1cn in I nduet r1&l School•• in our litorGture. They 

are or intoreat to ua beccuae t hey how ~hnt even in an 

Inau tr1&1 or Tr~do School reli ioua work nith chi l dren 

~•• not nea lected. Tho f irst r eference is to the Cl a ra 

t.e K1rech rado School, w, 1oL 1s a .chool ror girl a. 0 o ­

~iuea tho1r t ra1n1n& 1n vo.r1oue t ract a "on !'ri do·r n10bt 

the g!rla ~o to aor,,1cee be a i ue a ~h1ch ~hoy roce1ve Slbli-
1 

c~' inotructi~n on turd~y af ternoon.• 

I~r el v1•~~n • a 4rt1 l e on • .o ,!.oh lt, 11 1oua 

~• crt1on in Induetr1 l School s" conee~na 1t aol f wi t h an 

orphan e aylum w i ch toachee all tr dea t c v r1c-ua chil dren. 

··r . D v 14 oon ' o thooie 1:s t,..o. t rel 1 1cu n oauc tion i n an 

h 1:s t 1tut1c-n o f t: 1 a c ort 1a d i ffer ent r om t.h4t of an or d1-

nc.ry r ebrow School. , lo oxper!.once leoc a h1m i o • t h 1nl~ 

thAt it 1o a n erroneous l doa to compel ever y chi l d in n 

~- ~ti t ~ ion t o learn He ~rew ••• • ,bet see.mo t o ••• be a pl aus ­

ible w y ou t of tho ~1f~1culty would be t o select nuch hil-

ren Is ehow ab111t y end 1ncl1nnt 1on f r r t ho s~·dy of f ebr ew, 

an cxc pt t liom f r om cny othor ctivit1es, while b clcwcrd 

c t .:..ldren or oul~ oe j.von a course o! eneral 1nfcr-,et1on 

t~-c •1n~ roll ,ious catt e r s .•
2 

Dc viaoon su~~ost&~that the 

C! lld be to.·.1 ht custons ano ceremonies, Hebrew •-:elodiea 
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, Je ,: sh cl1oaya emph ~i zed , e t c . 



It 1 ■ to e expec t ed tha t o:ea for t t.e ed 

w l d have r e l101oua activ1t1ea . :·r a . :. a.x S t ~on and 

c t1v1: 1e■ or he ir 

c r~ar.1zat1ona in · heir c ent a 1n ~he 19 ; 0 Procoo 1n~a 

o~ t~o r at1cna : on:erence or Jonah Soc1. : Service. Ac-

C O!" 1q; to . 1"$, t t ton ~t restde~t• •~thin the an : r n-

:!. ■co on:or all tho hol1 •J• 1th r 

: =-1· _er ~er, f! 1cu ee1n t e ·cnt o!tore B -e in ~leve land 

a· ted " ur hCQo 11 con ue t ed 1n e ve 

e!.pl oe . e bel 1 v e 1D cul t 1v i nc: : he r o l ! 1oua aont 1=e~t 

••• rn:n - , a.l ac " nl',ol -

• • • 

Pr i vate 

2 



K. In Jewiah Social or k i ra1n1n~ Scr.~ola 

Intermittently botween t no t 1ce t he ::a t 1onal 

~onre r once ot Jc~1• h h r1 ~1ea s o r g izcd o.nd the Bal-

ti ,ore Conter~nce 
1
lead1n; Jo 1sh eoclc.l or ::or a had BUG oa­

t eO th tot .. 1n1n~ 11o'lioc l for Je 11s h oocinl or ~crs :shou l d 

l e t": f" a n1 r.od . At tho .' .. ::\ h 1o conf erence 'teor0 e El l.nan 

a;,ol:e on • i: r a.1n1n.:; Scl~oole tor Jen1nh Social :1or lters." 

:·r . Ellnum •• 11ddre :1e a s p r 1nl:lod n t: qc.ot o.t1cna from 

the Biblo nd P1rke -Aboth. His hoe1a lo t~o t tt o Jewi s h 

5ocl 1 ror c ... r 1n dd1 t1on to hor l:no;vle _..o or '; :10 history 

o! a r 1 ehould t ave a :mo..,l ou o o r t l e o i1cn t 1on ond 

~·:.rround i nga >.. 11 ved i n • : en in ~ro;> o.n co· ntr 1oa . r r. 

Zll- n ouc..,esta t hnt t he ooc1~1 -or t er ~now oomethin • of 

?C. tl cno or Lo, 1ttcuo , :r c -Auot h " r c .n ~our s ocial 

vo:-:..cr t o be c .; 1ah eoc1nl o.~or . Lot}- n h ve .'\. n 

-ove tl o , oor rtJrHi i n ' . ho Je1rish =~ cat1oruil \ 111ance', 

or an: op1 .. he t to 1nt' 1.ca t c to t e outer ,,orld t hnt t hi :: 
1 

!.a n 'Ba1th El ohim', a l: oui:se of a 'iod o! :sri..el." 

he ~"~ool for Jcw1 !1l' Communa l Wor k desc r i be d by 
&of\, r,,,, 

t •• '}e rm t&hi 1n J cT1sh Char i t ies o~ ~c tobe r, 1915, hon 

. cur!!ea on Jewl h 1,l story , on J e ,· sh rel1 »1ou a life and 
2 

on Je.:sh e t h1cnl and r ol1~1oue c~ucat1on . 

:'l.e :'r o1n1og School f or J cr11sh Soc ial Work or ­

._,r.ni ze c! :.n 1~25 under the loade r sh1p of Dr . -,·ar p!' inclu ded 
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co;irses on Jewish hls tory , cu ot or.ie , etc ., but no course■ 

on rel101on per :Je . Thta ~chool is not in orlstenco any 

"":lor e . It ·a e hope <! !'or some t!.;ne •. , t 1t .voul d become a 

;, t <' ~ the Hebro t"nion College, wLere lt cer t ainly w ul d 

ve rc oei ved nn:.0 1
1 :- c,11..,1ous inf l uence. 1'ho.t pl a.n has not 

- cteria11zed ae ye t . 



L. Palestine Jewish _ducat1on 

Cne of the moat 1ntore1t1nc; exper 1D~nt a 1n modern 

· e 1sh educ . ~ion h a beon o1 on 1n P : oat1ne. ::oaeh 

:· r i r.-c te or t ho problo a ot o._est1ne .:e !.sh =f..i e tion 

.be study of H re• 1 t to ba3e or Pnleat1n1an 

er1ca:1: 

• no : ' !. zrll •.• !. schoc. a, e re t he ~u;,!.l 

.:...!.. ";ene r a. l s.:hoola, .. o:-o t;hc s tuc7 o: t h e E!.b le 

o cu. !.es a:1 !.-. e r n t ;:c. . t of -:ho c~:-r 1cul ~ . ::'he:,o s c!.oola 

t hy w1tl h~ . 1 1~l ous :ra d 1 t 1on o a 4rt of 

-~e :A or :ic::ools , s!.tua t ed c :·.i e . l y in the • £ r1 -

. . cn t . :'ho ae ac t.ee ls ecphc a!. zc ~le c c :-re: a t 1cn of ed aca-

l:e 1 1. e of prc ... r e :1si ve e .!::.:.c c t !.on . : n a ~c: :.. -;ion ~o t . is 
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vroup , • ~1c~ aro ~o1nta1ne• by t he J c~iah A~enc7 , t r ere are 

about 108 ot er Jo~r s ' s c oolsw i nc l uding wr orty- t r r ee •or­

t . o~~x ochocl• ( : al:.:ud ~orah or Ieder ) . ~or -ho most 

~~ inst c i on a r e in f.ebre , • ' : c~ a j t 1a re ?"ded as a 
l 

aacro~ l ar cge la uaed a end i n t oe l r . " 

Not uch waa ,ri t~en ~bout ~olestir.e ~011 1oua 

ea• catlon 1n : he 11tcra ~re u:ed for thi s thes1a. ~o s o~e 

c7ten , r.wever , :he c ere inclu ~on o! e~en cne srt1c le 

:1 : u od~cat~on of Pc:e t i ne . 



- . 5 ... 

' . l r::y and ::avy 

. ol!"a. e Boar naa ean ita a on crsni;> of reli •,1ous ct1v­

""he nee -

a 

~:ranee tn~o :he . !rst l ,. . - . 

1\"er. 

.1 ttce o~ 

• # .. c . e. exp::.ns i oir o! the ser -

· . .: ~e r en e re 

e -:st ~lfaN, s ~ar ~s 4 rrL in !or ndd1t1on-

-­. 

.e !p r.. t tl:e ·.· r -
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1:~ornt· e of J ewish Soc ial 1olf are . Since ~he ~• ~erlal 

1a r eatl repetit1ou a 1n na t ure ~t was .ound aor e pnct1-

cal ~o • 
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?i . Y.. !! . E . A. and J e r1i ah Center 

Fa.lk ::-oun::er cf tt.e "'J . ·• !' . A. o~ ·· w Yor lc h o.a 

J een ref e rred to befor e 1n tbis ~tud7. Descr1b1 the re-

11 · !.ous 3erv1cea are ccncuctea e very ?ri da.y evoni~~ , o.rran; ed 

e o le . 1he vc r1ous clubs o~ tt.e bu!l­

•~= ~ ~re repres e t ed a t the aer v~cee , and meobers t::ke :ur ns 

!.n occu,.:·!.ne: &. se:: t on the . l~tfor:n and r eCJ.din~ one of ~he 

oiuly ra.1ers . :.. tra1~er! cbo1r ~ c:.1lc ren 1 s voices, ae­

lcctel : r om the i-ebre\f ? ree School , l.elps ~o ~• ~ce the ae r-

1enrs aco t o pr ovi de r elig ious !nstruction ~o ~~e poor 

chll:: ·en i n :he ne: _hbor hood . ..ho school ~ills n loo - felt 

ve.nt , and the attendance la so l a.r .;e th.at t :1e school is d 1 v-

1ded 1~to to divisi ons , each sectl cn eet : ~3 tn1ce weekly . 

:'he chiluren receive a thor ou.. ,h t r si nin,: in .. 11brew s.nd re -

1! · lcn ••• Sabbath afternoon ser vices , arran~ed specially 

~er c· 1lr ren , are ~e l d wee/.lj. Servi c e s ore he l d on the 

r.! ,:r. · oly ..Jt;ys , ,:11ch the yot.nc> men o~ t h e Ass oc1t.~1on cind 
1 

t !:elr parents nnd relat l ves c. t tcnd . " 

:n 1'712 , D:- . Boris Boe;en outlined the ,,or k of t he 

s~~e er en1ze t1on . I t is 1ntere8t1. 
2 

atte~~ e nt servi ces wns 7, 615 • 

:o ~ote that : he t otal 

.. he Cincin.~ .. t : Je.,i s h Ccnte:- i s e..n e:"r>!:pl e of a 
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settle:ent eeo:::in.: a ~ent er. 

! eco 

.. he Y • . , . A. ot San ? ran-

~ 's P.obre• Aeao ­

c' at!.cn aoci:..l center 1n t he :n1dat o~ -he : hlcl:est Je~i.sh 
,: ,,, 

s~t ~l~ ont tn ~n . ro.neiaco . rere 1~ ~ropcsea" :c ~a\o 

,: _y ::c •;e ! n~ !.:. a new hca e •. . :h~ relig!.ous wo r " 1n the 

.. ' ,. . .. .., ___ .,._ 

. . , 

11 ..,e !clcen 1n -::_.ar ; e by tho d ;,ar-t-e·., ot l!d\l­, 

: r..arl ea ~. ~r eund , c l~c~s31n..; t h o ct1· 1t1ea o! 

• :: . A. •.. e ocial 

' , . ,._ . .. ,.. ___ _ ..... . . _ .,; -··· . ·-·--·· "'" · 
, :!".e:-, .. ese cr..!. : d r : r. sre no: ac e ~.;, ~e l ; re~c~e~ b7 t :-~e 

c ·en' 'eo rJ - ere~~ €hi~tc~c~ , • _. , re:or-:: ~e)· ~s nn( :r.e ,. 

• 
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~e lon..5 ex.!.e t ed ••• • 
5 

_ ·.-a --"'!a " Ee ... :-ew Scnoo l ,!. ll llave 1 t3 hc- e .:.~ t' e :-iew b-..:!.l­
~ 

.... !.: • ., . " : •. J ... ne o~ l l S 
• 

:h edi:cat!.cna 1r.3tit . ..tt1cn e c. !..m a. t 

e l ccc:ed ·t ~~s t 

!.ll c o:-:-



pose or the ?:elghborhood =ou ae ta to n:.o.ke 1 t a 

coo::un1ty center ••• I t includes nebrew, Y1d11ah, and r e l1-

1ous c l aaaea ••• cluba t or t~e s tudy o!' Hebrew liternture 

i...,t J e~l ah h!. atory ••• • Le Hebrew School • • • 1a co ucted in 

cco: or::e~ce •~th t he or thodox pr1nc1plea ••• The Sl:.nday 

:::-.ool t.£.s c.n enrol loent or 1 30 c :: !.ld r en. • 
5 

Accor d!.n.; to an a rtic l e -n t l:e :·c.::: 191: issue 

sc~ ~1 ~&s ~ell _i oua ~ctivi t tea . • s oc i &l , educ t l c nal ano 

;c:-t e n, .rl t h the res · t t hat ~here !.a en o.~ti.·e e:t:o.nJ 
10 

:- ~ eac~ r. ~ the ~e tcti\ltiea.• 

,:-. !. za-:!o:": c: a ·i . ·· . : . A . 1 r. :--'ranee &...::en · t.~.e Jewi sh .. ol -

~e~a c!' ::,e twe:it ~- s:xt,. u l \ ision . ':'::c ao '.'"cur.e ::ien he l c 

:~eae rB~O ~e l - !.r. ~=~11 c:n~ c _-e s a:.~ ~~.et~~es 1:i ~·.1.o ­
ll 

: ~~ £~ t e &ctunl !'r ent . • 

: . 1 ; 2 ~, one of t!-'.e a - r e:i : ea • t he ~iatlonal 

:r~!'erer.c e c!' :ew: ah Social Service was "7e:ide~c:e a in t he 
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s a::1u t1ona . 

~2nd Streot Y. :· . F. . A. of :;ew York C1t z 

"~he rocrc.r◄ ot the As aoc1 t1on ~s ~ere positively Jow1ah 

t han was a pparentl y plc.nned by t he ~oundera . Rel1~1oua 

:- ct:\lt1e a a nd Jewi s h 0,-11tura l work !'orm o ~ec!.dedly 1:i.-

_ ortant element in the pro~r ••• ~he ¥ •• H. A. 1a nleo 
12 

:he Lo ... e or • ne1t..,hbor hco4 :·ebrew School .• 

_ . !~. E . A.. or t he 3 ronx 

.Ci r 1 ocd , a lar0 o ::ebrew s chool inte ._ ro.ted w!. t h ~he a a:;o­
l.2 

c1ation ••• " 

12 
" a:s o now s t ructure cent ;_!.!.n0 a ; ebre,, · chool . 

.;oncl·..id on 

" lr. tbe ae ~an1! est ot1on cf t be Je~ish :enter 

C\tn::ent ••• mth he . ocsiblo exce;, t1on o!' tl.e sett l e::ient , 

::.e:-e _s ••• & desire t o eophns1 ze and mo...:e :::o n1n3 ful t h e 

:ew~::r. ~o .. -.;ent c: he ,..ro0-ra.-~ , tr.ere b1 auppl e .. ent in~ or ; an-

e ..1e . It. ~r ort • - h e c o~"!on .::;oal i s to tirovitie an effec­

t 1 ve 1.ne -:r-.;::.ent for he per petuation of Je~1sb life in t his 
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12 

.he !irs t voluno o. t bo Jcwieh Cent er wo.a 1~~uod 

in 1 22 . Startin~ with t hi a 1souG nnd c nt1nu1f\L on t o 

the ,..,nent 1 - aue t he ed1tora have included r o~· ea of 

,>robrar::.• in :any ewish .;entera nd Y. ,· . H. A.• s . rn 
nutl1ne re. e hr l l de 3c~1be t •pical pro--ro.: .o that include 

~eli 1oua content and n oa i ons ~Gde b7 loaders in the 

l . Loui s :·raft s u eatod thot ew1 ah holido.ya 

an :oot1\cla bo oboorved oy oor 1eoa ond other ~ ae ct1-

\ it1os . If' possible tho Conter :JLo d pro,1do for a :,nl-
13 

.ud ':'oroh. 

2 . Oescr1 t-1n"' o.ct1v1t1cc a t the Lo~1:"1.lle · • 

• A. :t r l ea te:ser otc t od that" o , 1ah act1v1t1es ·re 

; . ~e3cr1b~n poo 1blo c l enents or pro rnn:a for 

!. A~ult 

a) Sor\1coa on Sao ~th e nd leoeer hol ­

i days . 

o ) E1ble stu~y clcsooe . 

c) Ser, 1ccs on :.1e;h . cl y Da:;a. 

!I. Juni or 

b ) Sun oy School . 

• 
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e ) Ch1lc..ren •s S:;neco . e . 
15 

.lct1v1t1cs . 

u . · e ek :lade l stated t hll t tho 92nd Street Y. ?' . 

: on ~ho Je~1ah con3c1ouanoaa Qa ~l.e oona to :he h1_heat 
16 

~rs. tu l 1.re . " 

• Low1a 1ol d ... orti .e- r !!cd tt.at t h e -_ . :·. _ . A. 
17 

a1:- t c ? rovi~o ~ewiah oduct~1on r~o= ou h throu&h l i f e • 

• · a r1 cn Schaar deacr1bcd : ~a ~rcJ rao ot the 
.. -. . . r. . A. wr!.ch colebr~ tee tee J o.ioh . olid~y~ 

1 ... 

7. Aa r on j . ~001 .. s on a:ntod t h.G.t :he o.1:c o! t he 

.'ew' rk Y. :· . n d Y • • • .. • A. • 1'!"111 o to Judcii =.o ver y <1'!­
l '; 

pn ~=.ont o~ or~ . 8 

. ia: o:- • • i:ono ri t :: i r. h1 a art!.cle on maki ng 

t ~e : 1aL :c~te~ :o it1L do:1cr!. ► ec! -:r.e d !.ff1c t ies i n in-

• ro·•·c:.r. ... . rice:; evenins oorv1 ces . r.o po1nte <: out wa.:;a 
2 

r.:_~-::. :o::-::i~ t '!e "iss Solis- : ot.en waa ch.£.1rman col:le inter-

c. :-.!.:c.-; i"~a ) are stur:;1ng :-.ebrow . There a re three :~ebrew 

;: .s ~e;e r ted , which C£J or ~ny not be cdc1t 1onal . Sev-
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21 
and one tor Blbllcal lltentUN.• 

10. Rabbl Aaraa Roblnaon •4e a aune7 ot J..S.1b 

act1vltlea ln Jenab Center,. 1~7 queatlonnalNa nN 

tilled out moN or l••• aat1atactor1ly, N pNaentlng a• 

many Jew1ah Centera. •Prc:ai th••• a certain aaount or ln­

tonution can be gleaned wbioh, on th• whole, d.emonatratea 

that our Center• are maklng • ••1"7 aer1aua atteapt to oar­

r, on a progNa ot aot1T1tlea that are mot1Tated b7 tbe 

Jenab aplrlt.• 

a. 76 ocnduot cla•••• ln Jewiah education 

b. 88 acboola ln tbeae 1natltutlona 

c. 42 Sunday achoola 

d. 82 out ot 1~7 Center• habitually celebi-ate 

JeYlah bol1da7■ • 

It the Jew1ah Center baa tailed to develop•• a 

J ewish Nll&loua 1nat1t ut1on, lt 1a due , 1n part, to the 

tact that t he aynac o6U• baa tailed to aupply ua with the 
22 

nec•••arr leaderabip.• 
( S.l'TIS ) 

11. Dr. ~ordeca1 S•ttee •ua••ted a program ot 

Jewish act1v1tlea tor Jenab Conmrun1ty Centera. 

I. Feat1val Celebration• 

I I . Rel1g1oua Service■ -- Center buildinga ahoul~ 

be open on Pr1day even1nge and Scturda7 ar­

ternoona tor limited activ1t1ea. 

a. Community Singing -- folk aonga , paalma 

and prayers aet to appropriate mua1c 
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b. Story boura tor rouns•t•r• Saturday ar­

ternoon aa part or Klnobab aer.S.c• 

c. CUrNnt •••ntai Jewiab probl•• and 1n-

1tltut1ona 

d. Study group -- •thtca or tbe rather,. 
2, 

12. Rabbl Alter F. Lande■-n, 1uper1ntendent ot 

the Hebrew E4uoatloul Socletr or BrooklJn, New York 1ta­

ted that, •tb• Jewiah Center 1hould becca.e th• ap1r1tual 

heme or tbe Jewiah neighborhood, where all 1n who•• 10\111 

there at11111••• a remembrance ot their toretatbera, and 

a yeartiing tor t be t1ner thin&• 1n lite, may coae to t1n4 

ut1■tact1on. •Except th• Lord build the bou■e, they labor 

in vain that build it' •.• 'the Jewieb apirlt mu■t permeate 
24 

all our aotl•itie1.• 

1,. Harold Befker ot Pb1ladelph1a, writing about 

er,ucatlongl act1v1tiea 1n Jewlab Centera, atated, •tet 

ua &-rant t 1rat place to the olaa1ea 1n ~ bNw and related 

aubJect,. tor adulta . Th••• olaaeea in BiblicalH1story, 

Poat-Biblical Jew1ab History, Hebrew, the Bible, the Talmud, 

Jew11b Current Event• , Fundamental■ or Jewiab Religion, 

and t e 11ke -- are traditional at the 'Y', ac the educa-
25 

t1on~l r ealizat ion ot ita relig1oua 1deala.• 

14. The Hillel Pound.atlon 1• • Jenab Center in 

the Unlvereity. Lee J. Lev1nger atated that, •The frat ­

ern1t1ea and aoror1tiea have provided tor their member■ 

a solution ot two problem■, houa1ng and aoclal 11te. 'l'he7 
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have boweYer, ••14ca turn1abed lntellectul or rellgloua 

1nr1uenc• tor their Olm aabera, and baYe been lal'gely a 

d1v1a1on N(tber than a Wlit'Jlng ln.tluence on tbe Jewlab 

1tudent bod7 •• a llbole. 

Other at\ldent organlaattoaa apra.rg up. Jewiab 

1tudent congregatloaa nre tol'lled -- but they proY1ded 

only the Nliglou. lnteNat, and that either exclua1vely 

Reform or Orthodox. 

'l'h• eaaent1ala or tbe Hlll•l Poundatlon not pre­

vioual7 proYlded by other approaobea to tbe probl• are 

exactlJ ttw •- aa tho•• or any Jenab Center -- an ade­

quatel7 equlpped building and an adequately trained tull­

t in:e director. 

Hillel -- The atatu■ on tbe caapua 1■ that ot a 

rel1g1oua foundation, and the atatua ot the director 1• 

the aaae •• that or• un1Yeraity pa■tor, with raoultJ cour­

tea1ea, but wi thout ott1cial atand~ng in the un1Yer■1ty. 

The act1v1t1ea taken up 1n ttw Hillel Foundation■ 

depend, tirat, on the Jewiah valuea to be cultivated: ae­

cond, on the need and deaire or the ■tudent■ tor eelt- ez-
26 

presa1on." 

15. Louie n. Sobel descr1bina the work at tbe 

r ronx •y" atated t hat children muat attend rel1g1oua ■erv-
27 

1eea. 

J6. Ro•• Caban, diaeuaaing parental education 

atated: •1t haa been ■1 experience that before the courae 



-110-

1■ •n••d (leotv.re■ on ;,anntal educntton), .. rent■ beoae 

an.re or the IMH■ ot teaob1Dg Jewt■b llYlng ■ON d1Not-
28 

lJ and they alwa7■ Nque■t a ••••lon on Nl1g1oua eduoat1on.• 

17 . Dr. DaY14 De Sola Pool 4e■or1b1.ng Nl1g1ou■ 

work 1n a Ca.nan1ty Center remarked that the •center and th• 

Synagogue ocmpl-..nt each otber•• program. In a ca.nm1tJ 

with no ■ynagogue 1t 1■ ttl9 ■oral dut7 ot the Center to 
29 

provi de ••nice■ .• 

18. In an article on • cooperation tnen Jewl•h 

Center• and J•wl•b Educatton•, Mol"deca1 Salt•• rtated1 

•Accol"dlna to 1n.tonaat1on available at the Jewl•h Welt&N 

Board, 109 Center• houae week-4.&J rel1g1oua acboola and 

Sunday rel1g1oua acboola.• 
,0 

The rtrat part or thia aect1on on Y. ~- H. A.•a 

and Jewiah Center• baa a ealt with rel1g1oua program• 1n th••• 

organt&&t1ona. Th• aecond part •111 include ■ane article• 

on their ph1loaoph7. 
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1. Y. X. He A. and Jewiab Center 

(I,,' Pb1loaopb7 

BJ 1912 tbe Y. M. B. A. acn ... nt 1n tb1• cou.n­

try numbered acae 100 •••ooiationa with a aeaberabip or 

about 20,000. B. A. Pclita, ~rlnteDdent ot the Y. ~. 

r • .l. at that tiae wrote an article entitled t he •Timely 

Ad•ent ot the Y. • • B. A. XoTement.• The purpo•• ot the 

y . ~. H. &. according to b1a 1a •to laatlll into t he YOUIIS 

111.nda and heart■, devotion to the t l'\le aplrlt and the bigh­

••t lde,1■ ot effectual and rellgioua Juda1• and lo:-alty 
~1 

t o America and Aaar1can 1.natitut1ona.• 

At tbe Cleveland Conference 1n 1926 Rabbi 1Cadu­

ab1n apoke on •Tb.• Place or th• Jewiab Center 1n Aaerican 

Jewiah Llre.• TM theme ot hi• paper waa that tbe J ... 

or America are a eharply defined, aelt-conacioua group and 

that the underlJing ;nu-po•• or the Jewieb Center ought to 

be to toater and encourage Jewiah group conao1ou■n•••• 

Cbarl•• w ... er took iaaue with Rabbi ~aduahin on ate• 

poi nt• but both••• to teel tbat •tbe Jewiah Center la a 

Jewiah ooaaunal center embracing all 1nd1v1dual• and group■; 

1t 1• a reoNatl<m center t or re-creating and N-bab111tat-

1ng pereonalltJ; lt 1• a Jewiab Center tor ttw cultlvat1on 

ot Jewiah ethical and aplrltual value■; and lt la a young 

people'• center becaua• the hope ot the t'uture 1• alwaya 
~ 

1n a better generation of young people.• 
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Dr. Philip Seman, writing 1n the Jewiah Social 

service Quarterly stated that •The Jniah Community Center 

1a thought by aany to be a new pbaae ot social expreaa1on 

as a part ot our Jewish c01IIIU1l1.ty lite. ill one needa to 

do 1s to search into the document• ot past achievement• 

of the Jew aa far back•• the building or Solamon•s Temple, 

to be confronted with the fact that there we.a the tirat and 

moat comprehensive ot Jewiab C011111UD1ty Centers • 

••• There was no expreaaion latent in the heart■ 

or in the m1nda ~ the citizen■ ot the community, which 

did not find an outlet in the Temple. It waa a real Com­

munity Center, for it expressed the 11f6 of the Jew out­

side of hie home. 

Later, with the development of the Synagogues ••• 

the Synagogue took the place, 1n part, of the Community 

Center. Outside of it■ religious function, the Synagogue 

offered an opportunity tor education, largely 1t not en­

tirely 11m1ted however, to the study of the Talmud and o­

ther Hebrew lore. But llhe social and recreational lite ot 

the people were also expreaaed there. All the great holi­

days were celebrated within the confines of the synagogue 

and 1ta immediate environment. All of the philanthropic 

expression of the community was likewise centered 1n it ••• 

The synagogue, in abort, represented the finest expreas1on 

or the J ewish Community Center • 

• • • with the growth of our American communitiee 



the question ot the Community Center quite distinct trom ,be 
synagogue become• • problem •• .(_xent1ona history ot the Center 

movement etc.) ••• The Community Center■ are above a11 frank­

ly Jewish -- Jewish in the rulleat aenae or the word. They 

b.ave helped to develop in the last tew years, an interest in 

Jewish matters as far aa Center■ are concerned which ia bound 

to have a great ettect on the development ot a healthy nat­

ional Jewry, one which will not cringe and be ashamed of it■ 

Jewishness • 

••• •Note the change" (from the so-callld •a1mon-pure• 

Americanization work to the) •1ncr9aae 1n the number ot cele-
33 

brations of Jewish testi•als and the type of program arranged.• 

Mr. Samuel H. Botatadler diacusaed the f'unction ot 

the Y. M. H. A. aa follows: •The conscious, proud, and log­

ical Judaism of hundreds of young men today owes its exist­

ence to the Y. M. H. A. {The Temple and Synagogue have failed.} 

The "Y" ia the great common de,n011Sn•tor. Oritl>dox, Conservative 

a.'1.d Reform mingle freely together. The Y. M. E. A. therefore 

becomes for them the proponent ot t he eternal obligation of 

every Jew, be hia religious complexion whatever it may, each 

by bis individual c cntribution to preserve the integrity of 

Judaism and of the p•ople whom the ages have consecrated to ita 
34. 

priesthood." 

In 1925 Cha.rlea Nemser, then president of the Nation­

al Association of Community Center Secretaries stated: •The 

problem of American Jews when bolled down to its essence ia a 

religious one •• For our part we must relate our work more 
/ 
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oonscioualy to Jewish education and to the Synagogue, tor 

in the interpretation and perpetuation of Jewiab lite all 

three are inextricably bound to.ether. Jewish education, 

broadly conceived include■ the i~ormat1ve, the cultural 

and the spiritual. Thia does not 1Jllply that the Jewish 

Center ought to be a Synagogue adjunct merel7, but it does 

imply tbat the program ia ultiJlately baaed on the ettect­

ual 1ncul~ation ot moral and spiritual values. 

"The spirit ot the oneneaa of God and Bia Decalogue, 

from which spring a thousand aigni!icant implications of liv-
35 

i !lg, are truly the kernel; all elae ls huak." 

Babbi Max Kadush1n duacuaaed the 9 Place ot the 

Jewish Center in American Jewish Lite• 1.n the Jewish Center 

maguine. He remarked that •The synagogue 1s no longer the 

Jewish communal organization •••• It dare not m1.n1m1ze ita 

task , at once delicate and extremely difficult. ~or it 

must construct out of the Jewish past and the ~resent wes­

tern culture , a conception of God consistent with J ewish 

thought and modern science, intellectually appealling, per­

sonal, emotional ly satisfying. It must make this conception 

of God one~ more t he point ot reference for the Jewish 

gr oup culture ••• The synagogue, it it auccedda 1n thia su­

pr eme adjustment will not confine itaelt to services ••• 

The cult ure itself 1n all its phases must be interpreted 

t o t he i ndividual 1n terms so personal, ao immediately relevant 

t o his spiritual needs, as to constitute a necessary and stim­

ulati?lf; factor in his outlook upon life. The history of the 



-115-

group must be taught ao aa to become the ground for a tirm 

belief in God, which will act as an incentive t~ right con­

duct . The customs mu.at be made not conventional gestures 

but symbols, speaking to ua ot the essential aesthetic ba.r­

mony of human history and ooam1c plan. The ethics and laws 

must be made practicable and applicable. The Bible and 

other Jewish writings must prove the sanctions and 1aap1r­

ation to our conduct. The language must be the bond ot the 

world-wide community of Jews and the key to Jew1at litera­

ture . 

Services alone ,-rill not achieve the ends I have de­

scr1bedf the syna6ogue can engage in any activities which 

can serve its purposes; and many of these activities are found 

in t he program~ the COJ11nUJ1ity Center • 

••• The mood which the synagogue will aeek to induce 

is religious. 

There must be an institution to provide the means 

whereby the group culture will nourish the group conscious­

ness. The Community Center ia that Institution. Judaism 

is not a religion only . It ia a civilization -- if you will, 
' ' a religious civilization. 

The Differences 1n Synagogoue and Center 
11 With the single exception of services there is no 

difference between them in the kind of activities c cnducted. 

The difference lies in the points of reference integrating 

the group culture. The synagot;ue relates everything under 
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ita auapicea to a conception ot God. In leaa theological 

language i~ strives to render the culture ot uae to the 1n .. 

dividual'a spiritual lite. The Center relates everythi.ng 

under ita auspices to the conception of Israel. The goal 

of the synagogue 1■ the individual's welfare; the goal ot 
,, 

t he Center is Iarael'a welfare. 

•1 am opposed to the Jewish Center's conducting 

services because, 1n that case, services would be simply 

one of the activitiea ot an 1nstitut.1on. Services ought to 

be the expression, socially, ot the consciousne~s that the 

focus ot the group culture is God. The synagogue, Where the 

directing mood is religious, 1. e., where the focus of the 

group culture 1s the conception of God, is unthinkable with­

out services. The Center, however, can only do harm to 

itself 11 it deliberately adopts services as an activity. 

Yet the exclusion of worship from the prov1nge of 

the Center does not mean that the Center is a purely secu­

l ar institution. 

The synagogue la right: 1n the long run the group 

culture must be made appealing to definite, personal, spir­

i tual needs. Yet sometimes I have grave doubts whether the 

synagogue will succeed in its atte!lJPts to accomplish this. 

It appears oft times too rigid and set. I cannot help but 

wonder whether 1n time, the Center will not evolve from it­

self the SJDB.gogue of the tuture ••• In time it may outgrow 

i ts present ph1loaophy, and take on another more in harmony 
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with traditional Jewish thought 1n which the eh.let empba­
~6 

s1a 1e upon religion.• 

In the d1ecuas1on that followed Rabbi Kaduehin's 

remarks Ezetiel Landow, Charles Nemaer and Rabbi Lan4esnan 

took part. Their statements are as follows: 

"To compare the synagogue and the Center 1a to 

reckon lightly with the diff1eult1ea arising from d1spar1ty 

of age and relative fixity ot character ••• The synagogue was, 

1s, and apparently will be the Jewish place ot J ewish reli­

gious worship. The Center, on the other hand is a new en­

tity ••• there is general agreement that the Center la an 

aspiration rather than a reality -- a Platonic idea it' not 

and ideal ••• The origin ot this creative evolution known 

as the Center lies 1n the wishes and needs of the Jewish 

youth ot' America ••• they were somethi.ng which other Jewish 

agencies did not supply. The synagogue, for instance, was 

built, mana5ed and conducted without specific regard to 

the needs of young people. (Some with Jewish philanthropy, 

fraternal organizations, etc.) ••• out of re&ponse to those 

needs rose the Jewish Center. 
,, 

The 1group• cannot displace God, whether as a pojnt 

of reference or as the object of loyalty. 

•we, 1n the Center work have found t~t\the on1y 

way we can effectively reach the group is by reaching the 

individual. No JJ,&tter what else we may do for our client, 

we ahall not have done our fullest by hi m 11' we do not help 
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him find hie peace with God." (~,,./,.,-) 

Nemeer stated that "The Jewish Center conceive■ 

its job to partake of bringing into the every day, work­

a-day lives ot the people the spirit of our religious lite 

that the synagogue develops. 

The idea ot recreation as an agency to help con­

serve t he man-hood and the womanhood ot our communitjes 

for their own good by banding them together and utilizing 

their leisure time tor the enrichment ot Jewish personality 

and the advancement of the Jewish group is the distinct 

contribution ot the J ewish Community Center.• 

Alter F. Landesman $.ted that "We want to create 

a Jewish Community lite 1n this country which will be respon­

sive to the spiritual claima of Judaism as well aa of Amer­

ica. -- Importance ot a knowledge and defi.nite conception 

of Judaism, and of the place of the Jewish community in 1ta 

AJp.erican environment •••• Jewish program depends upon all­

round development ••• We must provide f or the mental, physical, 

and social needs and desires ·of the members ••• Judaism is 

not only religious in the sense in which we often use the 

term, and it is not only ethics. •rt is the sum total 

of all the needs of the nation baaed on a religious basis. 

Judaism is a religious civilization that has always pro­

jected its great ideas about God and human duty into ordin­

a ry relationships of human living.' ' 

' ' In brief, Judaism includes the whole of life. 
• f 
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• ••• And lastly, we muat renanber that we do not 

want to be ted up wi tb. culture merely. We want to produc• 

compelling convict1ona. Action and purpose are primary ••• 

The emotional response is therefore important. We are not 

merely interested in knowing about the synagogue, the Sabbath, 

our festivals, the Bible, the value ot worship, and Ju11sm; 

we want our people to live and practice Judaism. Such a 

process includes the three aspects or enlightenment , conmit­

ment, and reinforcement. ( ••• we must litt the synagogue 

attendance into the realm of ideals. It must b~come "A 

matter of devotion to an ideal, and intelligence response 

t o well reasoned purposes tinged with religioua patriotism." 
I I 

Another Jewish institution which ought to receive 

our greatest attention is the Sabbath. It is one of the 

great Jewish oontr1butiona to modern social ethics as well 
37 

as a potent torce in the preservation of t he Jewish people." 

The section oa •Religious Education in Y. M. H. 

A. and Jewish Center• closes with the preceding quotation. 

The section on "Religious Education in Synagogue Centers" 

f ollows immediately. It was thought that a description or 

the activities of this interesting movement would help to 

clarity the distinction between it and the non-synagogue 

Center. 

The Synagogue Center is an outgrowth or the Cen­

ter movement and hal not achieved the success ot the Jewish 

Center not connected with the synagogue. 
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o. Synagogue Center■ 

The Sinai Social Center connected with Temple 

Sinai in Chicago had a fall religious prog~ 1n 1914 ac­

cording to Dr. Joseph Peclott. Thia organization conducted 

a daily Hebrew school tor orthodox childrenot the neigh­

borhood and for children of members of the synagogue. In 

addition •a class 1n Hebrew ror adu1ta 1■ also about to 
l 

be opened." Dr. H1rech conducted a Normal School Claes 

f or Sunday School Teachers and a class 1n New Testament 
1 

literature from the Jewish point ot view. 

An article in volume nine of Jewish Charities 

suggested that the synagogue be used as a recreational 

center in the amall community. "It is in the small community 

that the Jewish emphasis is most etrectively secured; Jewish 

community holiday festivals, cammm1ty observance of holiday 

r i tual ••• all these help to build up a consciousness of 

unity as Jews and at the aame time f'urn1sh wholesome, aatis-
2 

tying and universally appealing recreation.• 

In the same issue of Jewish Charities the editor 

or one of his asaoci atea reviewed an article published in 

the Menorah Journal called •The Promise of t he American Syn­

a6ogue," by Elliot E. Cohen. The article was concerned with 

•a highly de veloped community center, containing recreation­

al facilities, relief activities, communal services and a 

general clearing house, all organized under t he auspices ot 



the synagogue ••• to make up the ideal synagogue group ••• 

There ls one t hing that the rabbi of an ideal synagogue must 

be: a leader. And the quality moat needed tor leadership 

is s1Dcerlt7, bel1et in bia work, his religion, and in h1a 

profession." 
3 

Rabbi Herbert s. Goldstein suggested an institu­

tional synagogue in the tenth volume of Jewish Charities. 

"I am t1rml7 convinced that the besetting failure or the 

past can be overcome through the creation of numerous insti­

tutional Synagogues which will embrace the religious, edu­

cational, and social activities now undertaken through three 
4 

medi a without correlation.• 

In 1926 Rabbi Goldstein again discussed the In­

stituti onal Synagogue stating, "Instead of remedying the 

weaknesses of the synagogue other i nstitutions were created 

which neither t ook its place nott relieved its shortcomings. 

When i mmi grants f'rom Russia, Poland, Austria, and Hungary 

first began to come to t his country they were interested 

in e recting houses of worship not only where they might 

pray, but also where they mi:;ht meet their countrymen, ,, 
t bei r 1 landsle1tte• • • • •The religi ous services of all oc-

casions r epresented the cheoa,the lack of decorum, and the 

peculiarities of t he European communities from which these 

people came. The provincial spagoguea , as a ruie, mere­

l y represented t he br&naplanting of the East Eupopean ayn­

a6ogue t o American soil. Aa soon as these men were able t o 
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save money••• they went beyond the pale of the ghetto, 

took up their habitations among non-Jews, adopted the cus­

toms of t heir neighbors, and ceased to attend the s111&gogue 

three times a day; nay, many of them came not more than 

once a week, namely, on the Sabbath • 

••• In certain sections of New York City and or 

other large citiea, the synagogue never had a school con­

nected with 1t and ao the children were lett to the cap­

rice of the '1ifelamed1 • Be would go from home to home and 

give the children a smattering ot Hebrew. He taught them 

in Yiddish, a language in which they did not think, and thus 

they could not absorb the true meaning of the Jewish relig­

ion, nor become inspired with the proper love of· their 

faith. Thia is evidenced by the Jewish religious conditions 
, , 

as they exist today. 

•r do not think that the Talmud Torah Institution 

is an ideal one, becaus~ it is f r actional in its work and 

divorces the child f rom t he Synagogue. I have a similar 

objection to the Y. M. ••A.movement the expression of 

social work, as I have t o the Ta lmud Torah movement, the 

expr ession of Jewish education. I reel that Jewish life 

should not be subdivided. We are wasting effort and money 

1n surjllus 1nsti tutiona, which ought not to occupy quarters· 

by themselves. The Y. M. H. A. ttlls to implant religion 

in the minds of its youth. It does not stand for positive 

religious conviction. It is neither othodox nor reform. 



It ls partial becauae it only takes the boy out or the street, 

and does not give him the education of a Jewish religious 

environment. 

My plea tor the tuture 1a the Institutional Syna­

gogue which would embrace the aynagogue, the Talmud Torah 

and the Y. M. H. A. movements••• In abort, lt' we desire to 

perpetua11e the real Judaism of t he past we must so shape 

:ewlsh spiritual activity that it will all find expression 

in one institution. Thia institution would be a revival or 

the his toric Synagogue ••• all of our efforts in Judaism 

must have the religious as their center. The synagoe,1e 

represents religion, therefore any ins1tution that seeks 

tp express Jewish conceptions must have the synagogue as 

its hub. ill activities must radiate from tlrl.s central point.• 

In the same year Albert P. Schoolman discussed the 

Synagogue Center as follows. 9 The Syna£ogue Center is one 

in which the worship and the eeremon1a11sm of the Synagogue 

together with the religious and social rites associated 

directly with it, constitute the focal elements of the in­

stitution ••• Its essence as a type lies in the effort to 

cluster around the synagogue ceremonial and the pulpit, the 

multiplicity of cultural values that make up the Jewish her­

itage. In a sense it ia an attempt to reproduce under mod­

ern conditions the more or less all inclusive synagogue insti­

tution of the ghetto. It is also an attempt to have the the­

C1lo,1c~1 conce-::>ts ot' the ~j'llcr o£ue brc -ht under one roof 

5 



with all the other elements which constitute that which 

we call Jewish culture. 
~ The Synagogue CenterA Subject to L1m1tat1ona. 

There ia an applied assumption in this point of 

view, that modern Jewry will connect the entire fabric of 

Jewish cultural lite with the liturgic ceremonialism of the 

synagogue -- an assumption that is «1ff1cult to concede. 

••• To attempt again to subjugate the entire fabric ot 

Jewish spiritual and cultural value to the theological doc­

trine and assumption would seem to be retrogression rather 

tlum progress• 

There ia still an additional consideration. Par­

ticipation 1n the synagogue ritual by a person or group 

implies that the 1nd~v1dual or group has experienced a suc­

cessful socialization into the Jewish group, particularly 

with regard to its religious aspect. It is, in other words, 

a sign of accomplishment 1n the effort of transmitting 

at least part of the Jewish heritage. The Jewish Center, 

on the other band, is to be concerned primarily with the 

process of socie.lization, with the task of bringing the 

individual or group to an understanding and acceptance of the 

social heritage. Herein it would seem we have something of 

an inherent contradiction 1n the conception of the Synagogue 
6 

Center." 
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P. Philosophy 

For some years now the National Con.f'erence of 

Jewish Social We1tare and tbe Bationa1 Conference for Jewish 

Education have bad acme joint meetings at their national 

conferences and both organ1zat1ona have profited from tbia 

arrangement. Aa a result the literature of Jewiah Social 

Welt'are baa included in the put years many articles on 

religious education, with special reference to Jewish edu-
N•""-cation.~ of these articles are quoted in this study 

because it was felt that they really should be 1ncJ.uded 1n 

a Jewish education survey. They do not represent the work 

of social workers, but that of professional Jewish educators. 

Despite this, the mere inclusion of such articles in Jewish 

Social Welfar~ literatur,'ahows that social workers~ in­

terested in Jewish education and some remarks about these 

articles should have been included to give a fair represen­

tation of Social workers• interest. 

The three references utilized 1n this division, "The 

Philosophy of Religious Education" are trom articles by 

-Social workers not educators. They illustrate to some extent 

that social workers have given some thought to Jewish edu­

cation during the course of years. 
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The 1926 Conference included a symposium on the 

ru.tJure of American Jewish Education. Such organizations 

as Menorah, the Union ot American Hebrew Congregation■, 

the Day School and the Yesh1vah, etc., were discussed. 

James Davis introduced the subject by aaying that •religious 

education is as important to our well being -aa ia food and 

raiment ••• A religiously imbued community will greatly lMht­

en the burden of the social worker 1n all his complex acti­

vities ••• Untortuneately, either through lack of funds or 

lack ot interest, religioua education is reaching but a small 

proportion of our chi.ldren, and this 1a the greatest danger 

to our well being ••• we can on1y hope to achieve the best 

results by a union of effort between the professional socia1 
l 

•orker and the interested layman.• 

In her article on •changing Standards" Miss Razor-

sky discussed religious education. Quoting Horace M. Kol-

ler she stated that •the future of Judaism depends upon the 

educational institutions of Judaism:, and t hese, in t heir 

hierarchies and sectarian variety ••• depend, not upon their 

wealth and the elaboration of their machinery, but upon the spec-
2 

1f 1c contemporary relevancy of the tradition they pass on ••• • 

Dr. John Slawson•s paper at the 1928 Conference 

in Cincinnati on Jewish Education as a Jewish Social Work 

Function attempted to"evaluate a philosophy for Jewish edu­

cation.• Dr. Slawson stated in his introductory remarks: 

"Of all the lacks that we now have in the field of Jewish 



social aerv1ce ••• the greatest 1■ the abaence, on the part 

of the majority or the army or worker■, lay and proteaaional, 

of a positive philosophy or Jewiah adjuatment and, more 

generally, or a cryatalized outlook with reference to ethnic 

group lite ••• we will find••• that the concept or person­

ality preaerw.tion and enrichment is one that expresaes t hia 

obj ect beat" (the object of all social work) ••• •on this 

basis, name1y that or personality health, the Jewish social 

worker surely is concerned with Jewish education, provid-

ing Jewish education is able to supply the nourishment that 
3 

will prevent this ethnic malnutrition.• 



SBCTIOB IV 

Communal L1f'e 

The next aedlon 1n thie study 1• •c0111111UDal Lite". 

Under tbia beading are included auch varied aubjecta as 

religious lite ot the Levantine and Sephardic Jews of the 

United Statea, communal progress (educational and rel1g1oua . 
developments) f.n aevera1 large c1tiea 1n the United States 

over a period of yeara and rellgioua developments in a few 

foreign countries. Although aome of tbia mater1a1 might 

be properly included in the section on •Religious Education• 

or under other headings, it was thought advisable to place 

it in the apearate category "Communal Lite", since this 

was the way the Social Welfare literatura ~ferred to it. 

It was surpti sing to the author of the thesis to 

find so much material on Communal Lite. Tbe editors of' this 

social welfare literature show a deep interest in community 

progress, and the tact that ao many notes about various 

communities were found, poaa1bly illustrates that the average 

social worker 1a al~o interested in these facts. 

The first division under the beading. • communal 

Life," will deal with the J,evantine and Sephardic Jews 1n 

the United States because they are the first group of Jewish 

people referred to in our literature. 
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A. Levant1ne and Sephardic Jewa 

One ot the moat 1ntereat1ng typea of Jews in 

American Jewiah llfe is tne Levantine Jew. · Their number 

in Uew York City was small 1n 1913, when the first article 

about them waa written in Jewish Charities. Aecordi.ng to 

the information 1n this arti cle the Le~tine Jewish group 

presents problem.a, 1n language, religious customa, poverty, 

etc. Existing agencies planned tor Eng11a~ or Yiddish Ash­

kenazie groups cannot help Judaeo-Spanish, Greek or Arabic­

speaking Sephardic groupa. The author, whose name ia not 

mentioned, suggeata an Educational Alliance •tram which in­

fluences for hygienic, educational~ soc1a1 moral, and reli-
1 

6ious uplift shall radiate.• 

The f ollowing year Maurice B. Hexter wr,te an ar­

ticle about t he Levantine Jewa in Cincinnati (Many of t his 

gr oup still live in the Price Rill section of thia city.). 

The problem presented by Mr. Hexter is one that was f ound 

after a survey was made. Moat of the families were clients 

of the United Jewish Social Agencies. Since their ritual 

was different from that of the Aahkenazic co-religionists 

they organized their own aervieea. •They are all rel.1.gioua; 

cleanliness and Jj1ness are handmaldens to aueeess among 
2 " • 

these people." 

The various problems connected with the arrival 

of many Levantine Jews after t he Turkish War 1n 1908 -muat 



have been felt keenl7 enough to warrant a great deal ot 

thought on the part ot social workers. Dr. David de Sola 

Pool, who worked in behalf of the Levant1ne Jews tor many 

years, ~aa aaked to present a paper at the Memphis Conference 

in 1914 outlining •practical measures toward a proper un-
~ 

derstandtng and solution or the queation.• The paper waa 

moat enlightening and presented u.ny important tacts to the 

social workers. However, since this tbes1s deala with the 

religious phaae and that solely we will try to cull some 

of those tacts from Dr. de Sola Pool's address. 

The Levantine groups in the United Statea speak 

either Greek, Ladino or Arabic. •The Arabic-speaking group 

1s the most observant religiously ••• the Greek-speaking 

group is also religiously observant. But many of them, 

through enonomie pressure, are now engaging In work that does 

not allow of Sabbath observance ••• The Ladino-speaking group 

is divided aaong the observers of traditional Judaiam and 

those who have drifted far f'rom 1t. The latter, some ot 

whom have given up all Jewish observance, are often past 

pupils of a school of the Alliance Israelite Un1verselle. 

The Hebrew knowledge of the Ladino-speakers is not as good 

as that of either the Oreek-ape-1-cing or the Arabic-speaking 

Jews ••• All three groups 1n the United States show very 

exclusive tendencies. The large majority are Sephardim ••• 

Their own Hebrew accent and liturgy and religious ceremon­

ials and traditi ons are all sufficiently individual to pre-



vent their uniting with their American, German or Ruaso-

Polish brethren 1n synagogue 11ae ••• Time•a relentless at­

tr1t1o■ will wear down these prejudices, which at present 

f ill a uaef'ul. 1'unct1on 1n atlmul.ating theae aettlera to 

create their wwn religioua organ1u.t1ona ••• Aa ia usually 

the case with 1.mmigrant Jewa, the first fol'lll of organisa-

tion effected ia a burial society, composed ot a group com-

ing from one city or diatrict. The society in time• con-

ducts a synagogue, at f1rat temporarily for the holy daya 

and later permanently ••• These aynagoguea are unable to 

make provision for the religious education of the young 

other than through the ,ervicea of' a pitifully paid reader. 

In New York City there are several Talmud Torahs, which are 

usually quite primitive in equipment and methods, but which 

are aurpriaingly efficient in inculcating a knowledge of 

F.ebrew. The parents of the children ••• often will not send 

their children to the existing Talmud Torahs or Hebrew 

schools of the Russo-Polish, German, or American type, so 

that the children especially Ul the smaller centers outside 

of New York 1n very many cases are growing up without any 

religious instruction. There ia a plethora of Hebrew teachers, 

mostly of the olfashioned type, but almost a complete 1-•ck 

of qualified Schochetim and Mohelim, and a complete lack 
4 

of r abbis." · 

Dr. de Sola Pool. then continues in his paper to 

suggest ways and means t o help the Levant1ne Jews by organ-



izins a center tor them, special TalJllud Torah.a, eto. 

The above account waa written in 19¾-• By 1926 

some improve-nt wa■ made 1n the lot ot these Jew■, a■ 

tar as Jewi■h education is concerned. Mr. Louis Hacker, 

writing in 1926 1n the Jewish Social Service Quarterl7 

stated that •Nl1g1ous ditference■ have led to the founding 

of independent spa.goguea tor the ■ervlcea ot Sephardim 

exclusively" but •there ia no vital religioua lite in 

the community (Sephardic Jewiah community created in 1924) 

with the reault that the synagogues langui•• and the younger 

generation is being trightened off. There are at p~esent 

only two Talmud Toraha worthy of t he name, and one, suppor­

ted by Sephardic Jewa, is in continuous financial difticul-

ties. " 
5 



B. American Jewish Culiiilttm1 ties 

'l'lle tollowing section ia devoted to Communal Pro­

gress 1n American Jewish Communi tie a. The material will 

be presented by citiea with no comment other than the cri­

tiques by Drs. Baron and Drachaler. 

Chicago: 

•Two years ago Chicago was cons idered behind 

other Jewish communities 1n Jewish education.el work. (1923) 

The Jewish Educational Committee (organized in 192~) be­

lieved, however, that Chicago was a very fertile field f or 

developing an adequate Jewish school system. A preliminary 

survey disclosed that 51,000 children of school age were 

available. Of t hese, less than 5,000 were being taUJht in 

the Hebrew School s and Talmud Torahs, 6 ,000 in the various 

Su..~day Schools and about 1,000 more were being instructed 

i n private schools and by private tea chers. The maj ori ty 

of children recei vi.ng Hebreif Education were being taught 

i n Talmud Torahs which Collowed antiquated pedagogical 

met hods. There was no def ~nite curriculum and no cooperation 

between the various schools ••• 

• • • against opposition it was '.!!&intained that t he 

J ewi sh Charities were properly responsible for the develop­

~ent of t he educational program and could not be considered 

merely as a charity organizat i on in its narrower sense. 

The general policy being f ollowed is to evo1d over-centra1-

1s at1on of authority and to place the main responsibility 

upon the local. school boa.rds and congregetions, gi vi ng only 
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such additional help as ia found neceaaary. The ap'l"of'Pr1at1on 

f or this work has increased trom t 38,ooo in 1923 to #103,000 

in 1925. Of 5,000 children taught in the Hebrew Schools 

of Chicago, over 3,500 are now found in those atfili•ted 

wit h the Jewish Educational Committee. Uniform curricula 

for the Talmud Torahs and for the Hebrew Schools have been 

agreed upon in ord•r to coordinate the teaching 1n the 

several types of schools. In some ot the Talmud Torahs, 

English baa been substituted for Yi ddish as the medium or 

inst ruction. A Central Hebrew High School has recently 

been organized. A traveling principal was appointed to 

help the smaller schools -- particularly those connected 

with co~regations and institutions. A home visiting ser­

vice was instituted to connect more closely the home and 

the school. An extension department weekly school paper, 

the Eatzofeh, a Jewish youth league, are all examples of 

further activities o~ the Committee. A College of Jewish 

studies was established in the winter of 1924 to provide 

Jewish cultural activities for young adults and to help 
1 

1n the training of Sunday School teachers and club lea.dera. • 

H. L. Luri e. 

Detroit: 

"Jewish education has not been enthusiastically 

•sold• to all of the Reform Jews, nor has the Jewish Chautauqua 

one of the beneficiaries, aroused any passio:iate enthusiasm 
2 

in the hearts of the Orthodox members of t he coxmnunity ." 



-- Morr 1a D. Waldman. 

Omaha; 

•There 1a leas of Synagogue leadership 1n Omaha 

than perhaps in many other communities, and because of that 

the Federation became a substitute -- Judaism in action. 

Religiously, the Omaha community is understaffed -- In 

large maaaure the strength of the Omaha Federation is due 
2a w,t&.IAM 

to this lack of religious leadership." -- R. Blumenthal . 

Boston: 

" 
The Bureau of Jewish Education of Boston was or-

ganized in the fall of 1917 for the purpose of standardi­

zing Jewish education in Boston. It was reerganized in 

1920 , when it took in als6 the Sunday Schools of the Com­

munity. The milestones in the work of standardization, 

in which t he teachers and principles have taken a creditable 

part are as follows: 

The Eebrew Teachers College, organized in 1921 

with 13 students. Now bas a total of 150 who attend daily. 

Two year high-school preparatory c ourse precededa the four­

year college course. He brew College. A uniform curriculum 

for weekda y schools. Three twice- a-week schools-- total 

attendance , 7001 ftave been organized as an attempt to in­

crease the amoW1t of time given to children who heretofore 

at tended Sunday schools only. Since the oreanization of 



the Bureau, attendance in Jewish schools has more than 

doubled. The Federation, through the Jewish Bureau of Edu­

cation spends on the average of about ~50,000 a year, -- ~O 

per cent is for maintainance of Hebrew College, the balence 

is spent on subsidies to week-day, twice-a-~eek, and Sunday 

Schools. One or the Greatest achievements of the Bureau 

of Jewish Education is found in the u.nification of e.11 the 

elements of the community, the orthodox, the Conservative, 

and Reformed on the platform of Jewish Education." 
3 

-- }.~aurice Taylor. 

Dallas: 

• Nine per cent of the Dallas Federation •ud6et 

is aDotted to the Hebrew School; which amount represents 

40 per cent of their total requirement, the balance being 

supplied through its own ~oard. The School is housed in 

the Synagogue; one block from the "Y" in modern quarters, 
4 

and conducted by an abl e staff of teechers." -- Samuel 

C. Blumenthal. 

Denver: 

"There are not less t han a dozen houses o~ wor­

ship who conduct t heir services in accoroance with the var­

i ous minha~im. The lars est amoni; them is Temple Emanuel 

(reformed), the Beth Midrosh Hegodol (conservative) and 

the Zera Israel (orthodox). We have Sunday Schools and Telw 



mud Torahs, but 70 per cent of the children still do not 
5 

receive any Jewish education." -- c. D. Spivak. 

Toronto: 

A letter rrom Toronto stated that "Approximately 

1,000 members, practically all Federation subscribers as 
6 

well, support the Talmud Torah." -- Joseph A. Woolf. 

Detroit: 
7 

Project for two more Hebrew School Buildings. 

Chicago: 

"Board of Education supervises many of the conge­

gational and institutiona l religious schools, both weekday 

and Sunday Schools which do not receive subsidy from the 
8 

Board." 

C,alif ornia: 

"Oakland has one Temple, Sisterhood Religi ous 

Schools, Talmud Torah which at present is an adjunct of one 

of tbe Orthodox Synagogues. There ere also two other centers 

for orthodox religious worship. 

A Hebrew Center in 3erkley combines the activities 

of a Synagogue, Center and Religious School. A similar in-

s t i tution in Alameda ministers to t he needs of the Jewish 
9 

group there." -- Harry J. Sapper. 



Minneapolis: 

"The Emmanel Cohen Center 18 an outgrowth of the 

T~lmud Torah, which institution holds a ver y prominent place 

in the cultural and social life of Minneapolis. 

Two c onservative syn:::gogues, a reform temple, and 

about eight orthodox synagogues. At the present f our new 
10 

synagogues a re being built to replace t he old ones. 

Anne r. Skolsky. 

San Franecisco: 

Formation of a permanent San Francisco Council 

for Jewish Religious Education -- amalgamation of the T~lmud 

Torah and the Jewish Education As sociation, the two major 

or ganizations i n San Fr ancisco sponsoring Jewish religious 
10 t.. . 

educati on. 

Cleveland: 

•Jewish education has been steadily gaining gr ound 

in Cl eveland . 

The Bureau of Jewish Education, fostering through 

the Cl eveland Hebrew School and Institute, twelve daily a f­

ternoon Hebrew Schools and throusb the Council of Jewish 

Women about s even one- day- a - week relig ious schools.• 

John Sl awson . 

,, 



Baltimore: 

"In the field of Jewish education there ls still much 
12 

to be accomplished." -- H. Joseph Eyman. 

Milwaukee: 

"Jewish education in ~1lwaukee presents a somewhat 

paradoxical picture. COl!mlUnity support weak. The Talmud 

Torah a t present has a registration of about 190. it has 

been estimated that but 900 children are receiving some form 

of J ewish educat ion in ?.Ulwakee in the various congeege.tional 

schools out of a total of 3500 children of elementary school 

age. Movement launched under t he leadership of Joseph L. 

Baron to form Bureau. Through this bureau it will be pos­

sible to st1mulnte interest in Jewish education to organize 

a cent ral F.ebrew School -- possibly a Junior College -- and 

t o add generel Jewish cultural activities t o the school cur­

ricula. One of the major tasks facing such a bureau will 
13 

be the inauguration of s. program o:: adult education." 

: enjamin Glassberg. 

st. Louis: 

"Throush the efforts of t he Jewish Federetion of 

St. Louis, the consolidation of t he Hebrew Schools of this 

city was brought a bout i n April, 1926. There are Eebrew 

ki nder gartens in vari ous pa rts of the city. Ef!'orts are being 

made to establish a Hebrew Teachers' College in st. Lolls. The 



Federation also supports the Yeah1bah." 
14 

-- Ferdinand s. 

Boston: 

• progress in t he field of Jewish education. The 

Hebrew Teachers' College bas been honored by being g i ven au-
15 

thority by the Massachusetts legislature to grant degrees." 

-- t.!aurice Taylor. 

Atla&ta: 

,I 
Has f ive congregations ••• Closely associated with 

the larger orthodox congregation is the United Hebrew School. 

All the congregations as well as the Jewish Educational Al-
16 

liance conduct schools which reach about 800 children." 

Edward !Cahn. 

Omaha: 

"One child out of four arfiliated with any Jewish 

educational institution. The t emple has 300 me~bers, has 

a Sunday School with a regular attencance of 200 children. 
17 

Talmud Torah has an enrollment of 200 childr en ." -- Sam-

uel Gerson. 

?.!inneapolis: 

"Dr . ~eor ge ~ordon 1s in charge of Talmud Torah . 

He has plane for a Bureau of Jewish Educat i on with teaching 



16 
center• in all the synagogues and temples.• -- Anni F. 

Skolsky. 

New Yorks 

Since 1920 an incomplete count shows that at 

least 9~ Talmud Torahs were built in New York and vicinity. 

It is not unlikely that 150 would be nearer the correct 

figure. It would not be very far from wrong to estimate that 

the capital investments of the Jewish community 1n Greater 

New York in Jewish education since 1920, have been in the 
19 

neighborhood of t 10,ooo,ooo.• Louis M. Hacker. 

Oakland: 

"Temple Sinai of Oakland boasts the largest post­

confirmation class actively on the Pacific coast. Has lar­

gest enrollment in its religious school that it has ever ex­

perienced. 

New Conservative synagogue plabned and a religious 

school. Oakland Talmud Torah is being reorganized. 

A splendid start was made a year ago 1n the direc­

tion of making the celebration of J ewish festivals a com­

munity function. The B1 nai B1 rith is sponsoring community 

Succoth and Eanukah celebrations , and Sinai Men 1 s elub held 
".io its fi rst annul!. Simchas Torah dinner t his fall. 



Savannah: 

•savannah baa one small and one large orthodox 

synagogue, one Reformed Synagogue, a Hebrew School, etc. 

Declining population bas hurt these institutions. Jewish 

education 1n Savannah baa come to mean the ability t o de-
21 

liver the Bar Mitzvah apeech." 

Erie, Penn.: 

Jewish Population 1500-2000 out of 125,00. T~o 
22 

ortjodox Synagogues, a Reform Temple and a Talmud Torah. 

-- Aaron M. Lopez. 

Baltimore: 

"Baltimore Eebrew College is included in Board 

of Jewish Education which ia a constituent of the Associated 

Jewish Charities and includes fi•e Tamud Torahs receiving 

complete financial support and one P.ebrew School partially 
23 

subsidized." 1-ee ns Te 11, 

Iililwaukee: 

"A Board of Jewish Educat i on was formed in t:1lwaukee. 

It has under its supervision the former ?.:11,rau.kee Talmud 

Toreh, two congregational Hebrew Schools one of which has 

been mer ged with the Talmud Torah, and two congregational 

Sunday Schools with a t otal regi stration of about 550 ch11-



dren. One very important group bas recently asked to be 

admitted. Thia wouln leave but one congregational school 

which has the largest Sunday School in the city, not affil­

i ated with the Board." 
24 - _ -· . 8enj 'i,.rn11, G / ..,s, be~ j . 

Pittst'ield: 

Bureau or Jewish Education formed in Pittsfield, 

•assachusetts. Temple Anaba Amonim opened a Hebrew depar­

t ment and all Hebrew inst'"uction and Sunday School instJ:rUc-
25' 

tion has been unified. 

New York: 

"A board of licenee, for the purpose of 1ssu1r.g 

certificates of qualification to candidates for the posi­

tion of teacher in the Jewish J!'8ligi ous schools, was eatab-
26 

11shed by the Jewish Education Association of New York." 

New Fiaven: 

Jewish home for children -- ;lL children in home 

and a t horough knowledge of Hebrew and Jewish history i s 

t aught there. Sunday School t here throu.c;h efforts ot Council 

of J ewish Women. 

Hebrew Institute established a parochial school. Ten 

children attend the classes. Attempt to organize 3ureau of 

Jewish Education. 

The conservative synagogue, the reform temple, 



the Children's Home and the "Y" conduct Sunday Schools . 

About 400 children are accommodated by theae organizations . 

There are thirteen congregations 1n New Eaven including 
27 

conservative and reform. •- Jacob Mirviaa 

Omaha: 

Survey in Omaha-- Recommended the organizati on 

of a Council of Jewish Education which wou ld take in pre­

sent Talmud Torah and its branches, als o the Temple I srael 

(Reform) Sunday School and the Center Sunday Sc~ool. ;7 
per cent of Jewish Children in Omaha are now receiving a 

28 
Jewi s h education. -- Samuel Gerson. 

Afte r t he above survey on ~ebruary 17 , the ~1-

rectors of t he Tal mud Torah vot ed unan i mously t o move t o the 
29 

Center . 

Intermediate Com.munities 

(61 Amer i can Jewish Cente r9rith Popul ation 

5 , 000 to 25 , 000 ) 

"Foll owing the traditional pattern of Jewish 

group or ganizat i on i n the United Sta tes , we f i nd in the i n ­

ter:nedi a t e commmity t he r e l igious congr egati ons, or thodox 

synag o5ues, cons er va t ive centers or reform temples, largely 
30 

concerned \'Ti t h rel igious worship and r eligious i nstruction." 

;.:ichael Fr eund and Geo . w. Ra bin 

"The i nte r mediate Jewish Com.'tlu."li ties i n t he West 



have never really instituted programs of Jewish education, 

for the term •program• pre supposes the existence of a com­

munity consciousness that motivates mass interest and pro­

per setup ••••• I n none of our immediate communities has an 

ef fort been made to coordinate the independent unit into 
31 

an integrated program of Jewish education." -- Harry J . 

l appher. 

Communal Life in the South: 

"Relig i ous demonstrations are a powerful influence 

in the life of the south. Congregational affiliation assumes, 
32 

therefore , added importance." - - Edward J' . Kahn . 

The Jewish Commurj_ty: 

"The acids of separation and disinte6ration would 

have dissolved the co~unal t ies time and again bad not a 

~ette~ cf legal compu l sion reenforced them i n critical mo-

r.;o:-. ts . Such enforcements were partl y derived fro~ i ts 

Ottn reliGious law, enj oi n i ng obedience and reverence for the 

for the expounders of the Torah , demanding admis s i on t o the 

Jewish Court of justice , fosterin6 public education and so­

cie.l work and imposing severe s e cul ar a s well as religious 

sanctions for t he violation of these injunctions--- · · 
,, 

Total membership of three or four national as$oc-

iations of neform, Orthodox anc Conservative is estimated 
I, 

today at but one-fifth of the cong r egation, . . .. . - - ,. . ,, 
With the breakdown of the rel101ous law and the 



removal of state privileges some new element of compulsion 

must be devised to insure the supremacy or the social will 

over the individual whimsies of its members •• - - - -, , 
In its essent1a11ty the Jewish Community i n Exile 

has always been the organizational counterpart to a basic-,, 
ally non-political religion and culture ••• "The unique 

compund of an ethnic-relig ious cul t ure and the t hen overwhelm­

i nb power of an established religion all contributed to make 
3~ 

of the Jewish communal organism a singular livinf entity ••• " 

Salo w. Baron. 

Jewish Communal Lif e in t he United States 

,. ~ I 
What i s a Je~ish community . I use the term to 

describe a group, whose constituent members have a common 

cultural and r eli gious background of which they are conscious, 

and which, in a comnunal or cooperative way t hey s t rive t o 

conserve and i mprove and adapt to the general s ocial milieu 

in whicr. they rind themselves .•• 

The efficacy of the modern synagogue as a factor 

in conserving Jewis h gr oup identity is difficult to appraise . 

T~ore are doubtless de epl y hi dden powers of adaptab i lity 

which the syna0 ogue, one of the most ancient of Jewish in­

stit utions , possesses and ·uhich have not yet been typed. 

T~e a lmost universal parti cipation upon at least two or 

tr.ree of t he chief holidays, is an indication of t he tena­

cit y with which it persi sts. 



••• While formal Jewish i .nstruction plays a rela­

t ively minor role in developing and sustaining a sense or 

Group solidarity, the immediate social environment exercises 

a more powerful effect than would appear upon a first super-
34 

ficial analysis." -- J. Drachsler. 

c. Foreign Jewish Communities 

Panama: 

The synagogue in Colon has me.ny limitations, and 
1 

has no religious school. The Jewish Welfare Board helps. 

-- ~. Charles Sydney. 

Mexico: 

The small parochial school "Bet!~ serer Ivri" waa 

organized by the congeegation of the community "Nidcbe Is­

rael." 

Religioue situation:-- •There are two congregations 

in l.~exico City -- one controlled by the Sephardic section of 

the community, the other officered and directed by the Ash-

kenazim. This community sadly lacks a real religious lead-

er to bring some order out of the chaotic circumstances • 

••• Accordins to the fundamental law of the state, religious 

leaders must all be native born. This is quite openly aimed 

at the Catholic Church, but winked at by the authorities, who 
2 

are prepared to do the same with respect to Jewish ministers." 

-- !~aurice o. Hext er. 



Cuba and Ar5entina: 

Cuba has an extremely orthodox s ynagogue and 

and a Jewi sh Community Center havin6 a r eli5iou s s chool. 

ArGentina ha s a number of J ewish congregations and a wide 

network of schools for religious ins truction maintained by 
3 

I . c. A. and other agencies. -- Cecilia Razovsky 

Berlin: 

"The history of Berlin ¥.ul tus ~emeinde com,,unities 

orcanized for the purpose of regulating t he religiou s life 

of t he Jew. Under the term "religious l ife" were also in-
4 

eluded philan/ropic agencies and acti vities. -- George 

Wol f . 

L1bau1 Latvia: 

Libau has a kehillah. There are 10 congr eGations 

under t he supervision of the keMllah. Officially there is 
5 

one rabbi i n Libau . Jacob ben Ligbtman 

Germany : 

"Social wor }rers seek to penetrate into the teachinss 
6 

of Juda i sm and grasp t he significance of the Jewish f estivals." 



Jenin Latin America 

Cuba. By 19;0 religious services were conducted 

in private apartments used as houses of prayer. Public 

worship was not permitt ed under Spanish rule until 1898, 

and no regular synagogues have yet been built by any of t his 

Jewish group. 11The "Americans• have bad their own )lahaJa-since 

1914, while t he needs of the Polish and Rus si'Pt i mmigrants 

were attended to by a rabbi "imported" from the United States. 

There i s no s,nagogue in Mexico so far; but the 

ma j ority of the Jews observe Yom Kippur, even though other­

wise there are no organized religious acti vities. 

The r e is no synag ogue in Boga t a, Colombia, and 
7 

there is a small synagogue in Lima, Peru. -- St ephen Waft. 

England: 

"The J ewish citizen who is ana-ious to maintain 

ties with his r elig ion registers with the synagogue which 
8 

he wishes to attend . n -- Adele Beerenson. 

Prussia: 

,, 
At the begi nning of the twentieth century, 400 ,000 

Jews were livi::ig in !>r'.lssia, with six hundred separate Ge­

~e indes, five hundred Jewish educational institutions, 1n­

cl ud1ne one Je~ish real Schule, two teachers• aeminaries, 

and twenty- five institutions for the advancement of Jewis h 



Science. It required over l~0 rabbis, 600 male and female 

t eachers, and over 1200 other paid employees to take care 

of the religious, educational, philantropic and financial 

aetivities. Up to 1812 only Catholic and Protestant Chur­

ches 1n Prussia were officially accepted as religious organ­

izations, subject to general governmental supervision and 

guidance. These two r eligious bodies, known as "Religions 

'Jesellschaften," were to be distinguished from other relig­

ious groups that were merel~ t olerated, but for which regu­

lations did not exist as to forms or worship and internal 

organization. This was particularly teue of the J ewish re­

l igious group known technically as the "Judische Religious 

Partei" which was tolerated without constituting a "Ges ell­

schaft", that is, a j uridically binding union of communi ties 

controlled by one central organization. 
,. 

,, 
The fi rst body of l aws ( Juden-Bdikt), a ffecting the 

r eli gious and communal li f e of the Jews in Prussia, was is­

sued i n 1812; but it was not unt il 1847 t hat actual freedom 

of communal 6r owth was g ranted t o t he Jews. The law known 

as the "Patent" of 1847 provided for the development within 

Prussia of definitely limited dis t ricts, each comprising a 

certain number of congregations and vested with the right 

of Juri dical persons. Communally speaking , by far the most 

si5?1i~:cant provi sion of the l aw was that whic h prescribed 

that all Jews living within a particular s ynagogue district 

must belonc: to a Jewi sh congrer;ation . This is c ompulsor y 



membership, or~me1nde Zwang.• It may well be considered, 

although undoubtedly not so intended by the government;-­

as the very foundation upon which the organization of Jewish 

communal lire in Prussia was developed ••• 
ll 

,, 
The law did not require Jewish children of school 

age to attend Christian religious instruction, but imposed 

upon the Jewish community the duty of making adequate pro-

visions for Jewish religious instruction. The curriculum 

was left to be worked out by the Jewish communal authorities, 

but provi sion was made for the inclusion or ethical and moral 

1nstruct1on as a component pert of the program. The law 

prescribed the educational and professional qualifications 

of instructors of religion. Only those who had passed the 

usual state examination for elementary school teachers could 
9 

be employed." -- Ludwig Bernstein 
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SECTION V 

Kaahruth 

Section V, which follows, deala with Kaahruth 

and other Orthodox Jewish customs. We have attempted to 

show t he attitude or social workers and organizations toward 

kashruth in particular. Some of the material might have 

been included under other headings, but for the most part 

all pf the rererences have to do with kashruth. 
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SECTION V st» KASHRUTH 

The first note that 1a referred to in this sec­

tion is from Jewish Charities of 1910. 

The sixth annual report of the Jewish Consump­

tives• Relief Society of Denver, Colorado emphasized the 
l 

question of kosher food. 

"When outings for ebildren of the Cincinnati 
2 

Jewish settlement occur _ample kosher food is supplied." 

Mr. Lurie discusses K.ashruth in the following 

article: "The passing of the two great Jewish child-care 

institut ions of New York from a non-kosher to a kosher diet­

ary is an incident of more than ordinary significance. 

l. On the face of things change a ppears to be the ru,.tural 

result of the advent of large numbers to whom kaahruth is 

a strong religious necessity, and who now form to a great 

extent the constituency which Jewish instituttons serve. 

In the case of the child-caring institutions, 

the change may evidence deeper currents, more refined causes. 

A decided feeling has arisen in Jewish circles, aa it has 

elsewhere, for a more efficient religious ini'luence in the 

training of youth, and every educator is on the qui vive 

to ascertain what f orm of teaching will make a permanent 

impression upon the youthful mind •••• The change also denotes 

a subtler handling of the child. Attention is given to his 



psychology, to the reactions that have been est~bl1shed 1n 

in him, to the peculiar association of ideas which has be­

come a part of his mental makeup. The rejection of so much 

of his personality as has been thus established is a waste 

that no educator can afford; hence the increasing attempt 

to approach the child !'rom h1a own point of view, and of this 

approach the change to ka6bruth,noted abov• ~1• a single in-

stance." 
3 

Ludwig B. Bernstein describes kashruth in the new 

York Hebrew Orphan Asylum as follows: •one of the most 

important phases in last year's work at the P.eb~ew Orphan 

Asylum was the introduction of .a kosher kitchen for the 

children of that institution. This step is no doubt in many 

respects very significant, if not an eooch-making conces­

sion, made by the leaders of our reform Jewish community 

t o the justified demands of certain elements in our Jewish ,, 
co!Tir:lunity."••• It is fair to assume that the maintenance 

of the kosher kitchen cost the Orphan Asylum not less than 
/I 

~6,000 to t7,000 a year more than formerly." May the hopes 

of the Hebrew Orphan Asylum expressed so frankly in the re­

~ort, that by this step they might gain the financial sup­

port of large numbers of •extremely religious members of 

the community, ' who are non-subscribers to the Orphan Asy-,,14 
lum be realized. 

,, 
Similar considerations prompted the directorate 

of the Hebrew Sheltering Guardian Orphan Asylum to promise 
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certain leaders of the Orthodox Jewish Community to adopt 

a str ictly "kosher" 111.tchen 1n ita new cottage home insti­

tution in Pleasantville, a promi se which they are deter-
4 

mined to carry out regardless of cost." 

"The Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Sociaty 

for the year ending December ;1, 1911, showed that the So-
5 

ciety secured a kosher kitchen at Ellis Island." 

Sometime in the fall of 1915, Rabbi Leo Franklin 

read a paper before the Wa-yt1e County, Mi chigan Nurses• As­

sociation on "Orthodox Jewish Customs in their &elation to 

the Nursing Profession.• Rabbi Franklin prefaced his account 

of the ceremonies with this remark: "It is axiomat ic that, 

next to the knowledge of the technical details of her pro­

fession, the greatest need of the nurse who shP.11 attain to 

her real efficiency in her work is s ympathy with her patient 

•••• I mean the understanding of the mental attitude of the 

patient and of his environmental influences t ha t go to shape 

that attitude •••• In the case of the Orthodox Jew this i s 

pa rticularly noteworthy. Due to religious customs which, 

through long usage, have become part of his very life, but 

which a re s t range and peculiar "to the nurse", the patient 

is frequently unresponsive to the best-intentioned offices 

of the nurse who, in the goodness of her heart, is doing the 

very t hines which, f rom the nat ure of the case, must be ab­

solutely repulsive to her patient . In order that a closer 

bond of sympathy between the nurse and her patient of ortho-



dox Jewish faith may be established, it shall be my purpose 

in this paper to de~l with some of the more important cerem­

onials practiced by t he orthodox Jew, which have a more or 
6 

less direct bearing upon the nursing profession." 

Mr. Armand Wyle· of Rochester visited eleven orphan 

asylums in 1915. He had occasion to visit communities 

"where two orphan asylums existed with only su!'ficient funds 

to maintain one adequately. Where there is an abundance of 

mo~ey for th~ purpose it would doubtless be ideal to pay 

for two overhead charges ••• The open diff erence la usually 

attributed to the question of kashruth, but it is usually 

due to the ?JIUtual distrust of t he Orthodox and Reform favtions 

f requently existing in cities. The real difference could 

easily be adjusted by a display of tolerance on either side. 

The dii'ficulties and additional expense of maintainine; kash­

ruth consistently must be met, as must the higher educational 
7 

standards demanded." 

In an enlightening article on "Cooperation between 

All Gr oups in a Corn.'llunity", Morris Wal dman 1n 1916 s howed 

that "considerable coordination and authority have been de­

veloped in the public ritual life of our orthodox corel1g-

1onists with re6ard to kashruth, mikvehs, 6het and provisional 

synago;ues ror the fall holidays. Some will question the pro­

priety of the Jewish com.r:ru~ity as a ~hole beins involved in 

such issues. But here, too , it must be conceded that these 

issues uo afrect non-observant Jews especially when abuses 
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have developed. When Jewish r1tual1am becomes comerc1a1ized, 
8 

t he reputation of the Jews as a whole suff'ers." 

The note on the "question of Kaahruth8 1n the Bov­

ember, 1917, issue of Jewish Char1t1ea calls to mind the 

present Selective Service training in the various service 

branches of the United States armed forces. In 1917 the 

Jewish Board for -.i.:elfare Work 1n the United States Army and 

Ne.vy ( the present Je·;:ish -:;elfare Board) had been consi4er1ng 

nthe question of furnish1zgkosher f ood t o soldiers and sail­

ors . The Board is consistently and sympathetically taking 

up this matter of furnishing kosher food , and is awaiting 

t r e final settlement of the men in the National Array camps 

before attempting to take definite steps with the War Depart-
9 

ment ." 

The new home of the Hebrew Sheltering Aid Society 

of America contains a synagogue and two separate kosher 
10 

ki tchens (1920} . 

In 1920 the Women's League of the United Synagogues 

opened a kosher cafeteria opposite the College of the City 
11 

of New Yor k . 

In 1926 the editor of the Je~ish Soci el Service 

~uarterly discussed kashruth a s follows: "It 'Nould appear 

that the time has now arrived when such questions (differ­

ent p~ases of ritual observance) can be considered pure ly 

ob jectively and without passionate discussion. So ~ar aa 

t he a ~ed and the sick are concerned t here can be no doubt 



that the opportunity f or followin& these practices (trad­

itional) conduces to their happiness in homes for the aged 

and their most satisfactory psychological conditions in 

hospitals and other a6encies for the sick. With regard to 

t he ch ildren in charge of our various types of child care 

a5encies it would seem to be axiomatic that since these 

abencies stand in the r elationship of artificial parent to 

the child, they ought to provide ~o f ar es possible for such 

cpnd itions ,-:1th respect to t hese i tems as \7C:mld represent 

w~at the parent woul d have desired for the chil d i.f he :-.ad 

been eble to continue his normal relationship. There· 1s no 

r eason f or disregerdin3 the sensibilities of those 0 roups 

ir. the co:mnunity. They are coming to play an 1ncreasin5 l y 

lar ge part in the support o~ communal ~ctivities , and ere 

deeply and sincerel y attached to these forms of r eli Gious 

obaervance. It wou l d seem to require but little more the.n 

~r ac~ousness an6 courtesy of attitude ib the part of con­

trollins sroups to render complete satisfaction in t hese re­

s pect$ and to obviate the necessity or t he assumed necessity 

for the creation of duplicat ing or comple t 1r.g agenci es 

r.erely because of the non-observance of these portions of 
12 

t he r i tual s o important i r. the eye s of our orthodox brethren. n 

In 15 30 " Jewish Custo~s e.nd Traditions" (12 l ec­

t'.!I'es , an :.!our each, twice e. week ) were g•ven by t he Assoc­

i ated J ewish Ci'larities of Balti!'nore. Dr. Samuel ~osenblatt, 

an ortl: oc.ox rabbi and a member of the faculty of Johna ·~opkins 
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6ave the course/Che outline included: 

I. The Sabbath 

!I . The Holidays 

III . Minor Holidays 

I V. Fast Days and per iods of mourn1.ng 

V. Ind. !l~ourning 

VI . Laws of Marriage 

VII . Laws of Divorce 

VIII. Famil y 11fe 

IX. Social Laws 

X. Dietary Laws 

XI. Eeal th La\'7s 

XII. Prayers 
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SECTION VI 

Removal Work 

One nobe about removal work (removal of immigrants 

from port of entry) is included in t his study. With pro-

per understanding the author of this reference advises so­

cial workers to have regard for an immigrant's religious 

proclivities. 

Discussing removal work from vario~s ports, David 

:.:. ~ressler stated in 19101 "the man may be sincerely r e­

ligious or he may be indifferent to religious matters; in 

every case his honest convicticns should be respected without 
l 

a patronizing air." 
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SECTION VII 

Judaiaa and Prostitution 

Prostitution and social disease are ever recurring 

problems for the social workers. Though very little is said 

about the "Jew1:sh" attitude toward these problems in our 

material, one re~erence was striking enough to be used as an 

illustration in this section. This is b¥ a rabbi, who is 

pointing out the problems to rabbis and social workers alike. 

Rabbi Rudolph I. Coffee of Pittsburgh wrote an 

article, January 1913, about prostitution and its vicious 

concomitant, venereal disease. lie introduced his paper 

by stating the traditional Jewish attitude toward prostitu­

tion and said said "our ancestors, as no other people, real­

ized t he i nsidious harm which it 11 (prostitution) "caused, and 

lebislated accordingl y •••• At present, a most determined 

movement is on to tight this black plague ••• because the world 

has never been free from the prostitute means nothing ••• 

Toda y, the people in every part of the country are attacking 

this issue, and why should not Israel take the lead? ••• 

The position of t he rabbi i s clear. He should quote freely 

from the Scriptures and make hi s people a cquainted with the 

words of the prophets concerning this vice ••• our rel1G1ous 

instruction fai l s of its hi ghest purpos~ if fte do not pre­

pare our children for future living by r:arefu1 teaching in 
1 

the very problem of life itself." 
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SECTION VIII 

The Synagogue 

The subject of the synagogue with reference to many 

types of activities, organizations and philosophies is a very 

popular one in Jewish Soc1e.l Welfar.e Literature. It was iin­

possi ble to include every reference to the synagogue, but in­

s tead we have chosen one reference by an outstanding social 

worlcer from each of the periodicals used in this study. 

Of course rabbis also had occasion to discuss 

the synagogue~n these periodicals, but t heir articles were 

less critiques , and more in the nature of apologies. Dr. 

Bogen, however, in his article does quote from a statement 

of e raobi -- Rabbi Edgar Magnin. 



The Synagogue 

B. A. Pal~tz 1 s article on the 9!1lnely Advent of 

t he Y. M. B. A." in Jewish Charities for February, 1912, 

crit1c1zed t he synagogues for not doing anything for youth. 

In t he past,"the synagogue, next t o the home, was another 

factor of social elevation ••• These conditions obtain no 

longer ••• The synagogue faintly rings its parish bells for 

t he f lock of little ones to come and be formally instructed 

i n the •ancient' religion •••• It is no longer the nesting 

place to keep t he spiritual life of the young warm and their 

minds alert against the dangers and temptations that lure 
1 

t hem wi t hout." 

Professor Julius Drachsler•s article, part of which 

contains a section called "The Struggle of the Synagogue" , is a 

forceful critique. He stated "That the synagogue does not 

occupy t be cer. tral place 1 t used to in earlier days, under 

ghetto conditions and even befor e these beca.~e predominant, 

is elmost a commonplace ••• The solvent forces of the emanci­

pated countries have made their inroads upon the ancient i nsti­

tution to no less a degree than they hs.ve upon the Christinn 

Churches. Writing in 1917 "lffiliation with the synagogue" 

i::1 Jewish Connnunal Register, 1917-1918 pp. 120-121, :tordeca1 

:-:a plan draws some gloomy conclus~ons: "The synag ogue has lost 

hold on reore t han one-half of the largest community in the 

worli" Out of 900,000 Jews (who woul d normally attend) only 
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about 415,000 are •synagogue Jews•. He further notes the 

unevenness in the percent of the population affiliated, when 

jud6ed by districts. 

Less than one rifth ot the permanent synagogues 

have reckoned with the environment and have, to some extent 

at least, taken part in American life. (Out of a seat-

ing capacity of 217,725 there are only 39,260 seats in syn­

agogues where English sermens are preached.) ••• It may 

be that the so-called institutional synagogues, and those 

having social centers a s adjuncts, 1n spreading their 

services to groups outside the immediate congregation, will, 

wi th some reason, expect and receive communal aid in the 
2 

f ubure." 

Dr. Bogen in his address on"Jewish Communi ty Life" 

at t he 1925 Conference quoted Dr. Edwa r d -s. !.agnin in regard 

to the function of the synagogue. 

"The synagogue~ says be, "can and should suppl y the 

inspiration f'or community effort. It should provide the stim­

uli f or commun~ty service, but the organization of community 

endeavor, the administration of various functiona1 activities, 

should be left to special organizations . If the synagogue 

fails to recognize the intricacies of mo4ern or ganization, 

it fe.ils 1n serving its own function and interferes with a.nd 

cupl icates t he ef£orts of a 0 encies specially fitted to do 

s!>ecific work for which they are intended. " 
; 



3runo Lasker•s article on •An Inquiry into t he 

Jewish Way of Lite• also discussed the synagogue. He stated 

th.at: "It is the misfortune of ancient institution.a that 

they become hallowed by antiquity •••• The synagogue has 

suffered somewhat leas from tb1a seemingly inevitable tan­

dency than other ~- ~nerable instituti ons because centuries 

of persecution have robbed it of the aloofness that usu-

ally befalls the priestly office, have forced it, in or der 

to survive, to be close to the homes and lives of the common 

people . But in our day, and especially in A:nerica , the syn­

a6ogue , like the Christian Church, is in danger of becoming 

a house of empty words and gestures •••• So, a generation 

a6o, there began a movement away from the traditionelism of 

the synas ogue to the he.rd discipline of science. Within the 

synago~e this movement was reflected by a trend toward 

reality, toward preoccupation with questions of the day. Unfor­

tunately, this trend did not always go deep enough t o help 

those who were seeking solutions for the permanent problems 

of life. Too often the sentimentalism of the older era 

became the sensationalism if the new -- a rootless drifting 
4 

on the current of contemporary public opinion ••• " 
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SECTION IX 

Jewish Divorce (The Ghet) 

The •Ghet• does not seem to be much or a problem 

toc!aytn this country. But it waa important enough to be dis­

cussed at a National Conference only sixteen years ago. The 

one ref erence to the Ghet follows: 

Cecet11a Ra&ovsky delivered a paper at the 1929 

National Conference of Jewish Social Service on "Changing 

standards in Social Service as a Result of the New Immigra­

tion Policy" (Reg1stat1on of Aliens Bill). In regard to the 

"ghet" the author stated that "two important duties confront 

all social agencies with regard to this f s r-reaching sub­

ject. One is to agitate for an international Conference of 

l'!ations on marriage and divorce, with the ultimate hope of 

having uniform regulations adopted by all na~ions , and of 

having reciprocal agreements adopted by all the nations 

for the purpose of aprehend1nt; deserters. Social agencies 

interested in Jewish clients should recommend a convocation 

of rabbis to recodify the Jewish law on the subject of the 

"ghet" so that it be no loD.t;er medieval i n nature, and so 

that the well known principle that the Jewish code is always 

subsidiary to the law of the land may be restated for the 
1 

benefit of existing Jewry." 
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SECTION X 

Intermarriage 

Surprisingly enough there were only a few remarks 

relating to intermarriage in our material. Two are included 

1n this section. 

A letter was sent to the editor of Jewish Charities 

in April, 1914, regardi ng ass istance to families of mixed 

marriages ( three men married non-Je,vish wives and children 

were hot brought up a s Jews). The ans·wer of the ed.1 tor 

was a s f ollows: "While charity does not discrimi nate be­

tween creed, sect, and nationality, yet Jewish relief so­

cieties are primarily organized t o take care of Jewish un­

fortun•tes only. It would be i mpossible for any J ewish 

relief society to attempt to give permanent relief in a non­

sectarian way. The question, t herefore, presents i t self: 

What att itude s hould Jewish relief s ocieties take i n ca ses 

A, B, and C? Shoul d they be treated a s Jewi sh cases because 

the husbands are J ews by birth? I am not aware as t o whether 
l 

this question has ever been brought up for ciiscussion." 

Ludwig B. Bernstein's article on 1dermarriage is 

interesting. Ee s tated that , "A short time abo the commun­

ity of Pittsburgh was confronted with an unusually interest­

i ng problem, as to whet her or not Jewish social service 

shoul d t ake a definite attitude ,.,1th relation to intermarriage, 

quite es1de from our religi ous or t heological implications 

involved. The case more particularl y affected a Jewish girl 
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seventeen years of age who was in love with a Catholic 

boy od eighteen years, and although a marriage was not 

contemplated as a step in the immediate future, it was, 

nevertheless, an ultimate objective upon which both young 

people were bent ••• " 

( The writer wrote to fifty federation execu tives. 

or this number, forty-four answered. Of the forty-four, 

thi~ty-four f ederation executives also served 1n t he i r 

respective comnunities as heads of their case working agen­

cies. Perhaps the simplest way of presenting the results 

of the inquiry is by selecting two answers which are repre-

3entative of the forty-four replies) 

I. "Intermarriage is contrary to the spirit of 

Jewish communal service, irrespective of whether an indiv­

idual case worker believes it or not." In this category of 

ans~ers repre senting t he large bulk (37 r eplies), t here are 

a number of exceedin~l y interesti nf; communications, of 

which I would like to quote one in particular coming f r om 

a southern city, 

"Reli gion is too i mportant a thing t o be lightly 

cast aside , for s ooner or later the problem arises ••• " I n 

speaking of the i nfluence of t he Cat holic Church upon the 

boy, t he l e t ter continues a s f ollows: "A Catholic boy i s 

t raine d in every conceivable aspect d!' his r eligion, he is 

taught to be a Catholic and nothing else ••• " 

The communication next at tacks t he difficulties 

and a3Gr avated dif ficulties of intermarriage as follows : 



"Marriage has enough bars, enough shoals and wrecking places 

without starting off with the extra handicap of two differ­

ent religions and backgrounds ••• Yet, how much ~ore it would 

oe when the difference wou1d be a s great aa another religion. 

It might be argued that, as a matter of fact, it 1s not a 

question of religion, as one of reason, tolerance and con­

sideration and that these things alone will overcome all 

obstacles, but 1a it really so? What religious tenets, 

beliefs or prejudices have ever given way to reason or logic! 

!:one, for reason is a matter oC mental deduction whereas 

fai th is the chief elemenj of relis ion." 
11 

II. Intermarriage may or may not be discouraged 
ff 

as a case working policy depending upon circumstances. 
~ 

From . the whole tone of the correspondence,it was 

quite obvious that there was a strong f eeling , nay, an in­

tense conviction, on the part of the overwhelmin5 majority 

of all executives that it would be futtle to maintain a Jew­

ish social service program in any community without the im­

plied understanding that in our social work we would attempt 

to f oster ideals of Jewish life and, of course, of Jewish 

home life ••• the concensus of opinion on t he question of i n­

termarriage is that it is incompatible with the ldeala of 
2 

Jewish social service." 
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SECTION XI 

Jewish Science 

Very little is heard about t he subject of Jewish 

Science today (the healing cu1t, not the movement rostered 

by Zunz). Yet in 1927 Dr. William Fi neshriber of Phil a­

del phia wrote about it in the Jewish Social Service Quarter­

l y, for social workers. He showed clearly enough that it 

is no t a heresy, and that is what social workers wanted to 

lmow. Dr. Fineshriber•s remarks follow in ttis section. 

"Jewish Science originate~ in the mind or a rabbi, 

Dr. Albert c. Moses of Mobile , Alabama. His sole idea was 

to show th.at Judaism cantained many of the elements which 

many Jews, i gnorant of t heir own faith, imagined only Chris­

tian Science possessed. 

The present movement does not attempt to create 

a schism or sect. It does not contend th.at only spirit 

is real , matter being the product of human error. It mere­

l y e~phas1ze s t he ol d Jewish t hought that matter and spirit 

a re different aides of t he same shield ••• The !)rognos1 s 

s ee~s to b e a favorable one . If i t will teach people to 

r efrain f rom needle s s worrying, ••• if it challenges the in­

diff er ent Jews i n o~r congregations , stimulating them to 

~hin}: of ~od s.nd prayer and t he spiritual life -- dayenu--
1 

i t 1s enough." 
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SECTION XII 

Jewish Court of Arbitration 

Like something out of the past came the two refer­

ences to a Jewish Court of Arbitration which are to be found 

in this section. The first one is f"rom 1913 and the second 

from j ust a few years ago, 1938. 

In J.fay, 1913, a Jewish Court of Arbitration was 

organized in Baltimore. v.r. J. Louis Schochet described 

this court in Jewish Charities. He mentioned several cases 

tried before the court such as a suit against a mohel, a 

suit between two butchers regarding terefah, and a suit against 
1 

a synagogue by one of its members. 

William Boxerman described a modern Set Din in 

an article in the Jewish Social Service Quarterly of December, 

1938. The Jewish Community Council of Detroit organized this 

court so that problems concerning Jewish tradition and relig-
.z 

ious observances should not be brought up 1n regular court. 
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SECTION XIII 

Judaism and Youth 

The laat section in Chapter I is devoted to the 

subject or Judaism and Youth, as discussed by two rabbis 

and one social worker. The point of view of eech of the 

authors ~s different, but underlying all three is the belie! 

that religion la a force that youth can have if properly 

trained and more properly understood. The quotations from 

Rabbi Silver's article, •Leisure and the Church" do not 

discu64 youth in particular, but outline the problem in gen­

eral. 

Rabbi Kohn discussed •\Vhat Judaism Of fers Our 

Yol.lil.3 People• in the Jewish Center 1n 1924. Be pointed out 

that, "It is not the value of Judaism which is involved , 

but the lure of Judaism. Jewish youth hungers for t hat 

which all youth craves • •• 

Today I ~~l ieve we are fairly alive to the tact 

that the Jewish synagogue and the J ewish school, yes, that 

all institutions that seek to uphold Jewi sh life, must be 

endowed with char:n inherent in beauty and order 1! they are 

ever to convey their deeper message to the leading youth 

of Israel." Rabbi Kohn continued to say that , "Hedder 

Mitzvah 1s the duty to adorn and embellish the pageantry 

of religious observence so t hat it woul d appeal to the aes­

thetic sense and through it all the more deeply to t he re-

1101ous emotions. 
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l7or was .Judaism a religion intensely prone to 

exalt solemnity at the expense or joyousness or to look 

with suspicion upon the innocent pleasures of life, as among 

the tecptations of the evil one ••• 

Suffering long drawn out imposed a ce::-tain som­

berness upon Jewish life. It took some time for synagogue 

and church to realize that the craving of youth for new so­

cial contacts, for various forms of seU'-expreasion, etc., 

represented a vital instinct which could be culti~ted to 

fine s ocial and religious ends or perverted i nto a fruitful 

source of social and individual corruption. Today organ­

ized religion everywhere approaches with sympathy this tre­

mendous urge in the heart of youth ••• 

Youth as such i s sensitive to other appeals than 

those of joy and beauty. It will accept certain of the more 

austere gifts of Jewish faith and life, and the reason why 

t hese are not more frequently offered as Judaism's legacy 

to the spirit of youth is because our understanding of youth­

ful psychology is inadequate •••• In the heart of every grow-. 
ing boy and girl there are depths of aspiration unexplored 

by the mature gaze, t o which only the rarer aspects of' reli-
1 

gious life can appeal ••• The Bible can hel p ." 

Rabbi Silver deals wi th"Leisure and the Church" in 

t he following reference . He remarked that: "The Church is, 

of course, vitally int erested in the provision for leisure 

for men, and in the uses to which such leisure is put . I 
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think that one of the proudest and moat juatit1able boaata 

of organized religion is that it made a rest for at least 

one day a week compulsory. 

The church is interested i ·n leisure because it 

lmows that no culture, no civilization, no spiritual reli-

6ion are possible without lehure. It 1s quite important 

for the church to know what people are doing with their lei­

sure, !or what people do nth their leisure is of as .great 

L~portance as what they do in their working hours. The 

churci: cannot undertake the whole problem of leis,ire, nor 

can the church, by itself, set about to solve it. 

I maintain, however, that in localities where 

there are no other agencies doing this work of salvation, 

the church ought to take the initiative until such time a s 

distinctive agenc~es arise in the field which can take over 

that work and carry it on." (Rabbi Silver nas reference to 

youth activities in this paragr aph.) 

"As regards our adults, t he church again has a 

specific miss i on to perform ••• A man shoul c work of course , 

and he should work herd to establi sh himself and provide for 

hi mself and h~s family. But a man should never permit him­

self to become so consumed as t o be incapacitated for other 

concerns of l ife . 

The church ought to teach men to have more respect 

f or amateur■ • The churllh, 1n its emphasis upon spiritual, 

rather t h an mate rial qualities, ought to teach me~first t o 



-175-

prepare themaelvea for the role of amateurs 1n life; and 
2 

secondly. to revere such men in society." 

Mr. E. Cliarlea Sydney wrote an article on •~en­

denciea 1n the Life of the .American Jewish Youth" in the 

Jewish Center for September. 1927. Ee said, •1t is d.itticult 

if not 1mpoaa1ble, to aay what 1s the Jewish life and sure­

l y what is the rel1g1oua life or the Jewish youth 1n America 

today ••• certa1nly there is a great hiatJu■ between what was 

the general Jewish and the religious life of the Jewish youth 

of yesterday in Eastern Europe and what t hat same life is 

i n America today. 

Two generations ago t hey began coming here ••• all 

was left behind, but they brought with t ~em a faith that had 

not nearly imprinted itself upon them. but had engrained it­

self in their very lives ••• 

'!'o t he masses of the newly arrived the ree.l problem 

was the religious training of the chil dren: (Desc ribes the 

Cheder and diff iculty of understanding Sunday School etc . ) 

" The religious training and development of the child during 

t his period was a failure because the Jew who had come to 

America f r om other lands attempted to appl y in a new environ­

ment, which he did not well understand, the methods by which 

he had been taught. That which had made the father r egard 

Jue a i sm as lit'e, t'or the son w as an imposed burden ••• 

Jewish youth is alert in its individual lif e, but 

complacent in its a pproach to com.~on probl ems. 
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But when it la aroused first in the field of general eom­

nnmal life and then 1n the field of r eligious life, its 

response to t he latter is not a literal acceptance or the 

past. Rather is it a desire to build a spiritual life . in 

its own way ••• It ls not desirous of destroying t he prayer­

book byt it d oes want a service which wi ll arouse its senti­

ment and interest and bring it close to God ••• 

It is our task to make our youth feel Judaism in 

a natural normal way, j ust a s our grandfathers did it in 

their environment before they came here 1n t he generations 

now gone by." 
, 
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CHAPTER I I 

(Concl usions) 
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CONCLUSIONS 

The conclusions found during the course of t his 

survey of material will be presented with few footnotes. 

It would be just a repetition or quotations from the first 

chapter if they were added. 

According to the definition of "religious" sug­

gested iv the introduction of this thesis, the writer can 

say unequivocally that t~ere are many religious factors to 

be f ound in the literature of Jewish Social Welfare covered 

by this thesis. Every volume of Jewish Charities, the Pro­

ceedings of the National Conference of Jewish Social Service, 

the Jewish Social Service Quarterly, and the Jewish Center 

?.!a3azine contained religious material. 

Up until 1920 many rabbis were active leaders 

i n Jewish social work. Thdr influence was felt in all quar­

ters -- from settlement houses to f e.ipily agencies -- and 

from national J ewish hospitals to foster homes. Of course, 

i n one way or another their social work reflected t he1.r, re­

ligi cus background. On the other hand, many lay leaders 

whose background was non-rabbinical, but nevertheless religious 

influenced Jewish social work in this regard. Many of the 

non-rabbinical leaders had come from orthodox homes 1n t he 

United States or from Europe where the term "Zedakah" meant 

~ore t r.an j ust g iving -- where to give •zed.akah" was a"mitz­

vah" -- a religious duty. 
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These £irst twenty years of Jewish social work 

in this century were years of trial and error progress, of 

tremendous adjustments f or social workers and clients alike. 

There were no tried and true methods on which to rely. The 

methods used by our people in Europe could not be used here. 

A different environment, albeit more congenial, made it cif­

ficu.lt to de the j~b of charity in all 1ts phases as well 

as t he leaders thought it should be done . It \7as much eas­

ier to provide charity in Europe, and especially in Eastern 

~ rope. There were no complications. Everything radiated 

from the synagogue . Everyone belonged to the synagog-... a. 

: n t11rope (Eastern Europe} the social worker didn't have to 

worry about the religious content of his social work. As a 

matter of fact, the social worker as we know her was not to 

be f ound in Sastern Europe. Even Western ~rope had few 

trained s ocial workers .. Either t he officers of the synagogue, 

t he rabbi, or a desi5nated official tock care of the charity. 

With the onrush of i mmi grat ion in 1S82 and during 

t he following years the first duty of t : .e social ,.,orke!' in 

this country was to hel p the immisrant t o adjust as well as 

he could to the A.~eric3n environment. Americanizat ion plans 

were foremost in the eyes of bot h worker and client. It is 

a r.onaer to us looking back upon the s cene. from our vantage 

?O!r.t i n 19lµ how any r eligious content except the hume.nitar­

iar.ism of the social worker, could have been ~ncluded i n so­

cial work . In the notes on"fteligious Baucation" in the third 
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section of the first chapter of this thesis will be found 

hov, r eligious content was included in every phase of s ocial 

work. Starting with work with farmers and endi ng with Jewish 

Centers and Y. M. Ii . A. 1 s the socia l \vorker has t ncouraged 

and helped to initiate r eligious content in the programs 

of various Jewish orge.nize.tions. This situation does not 

onl y hold for the years 1900-1920, but a lso for the l ast 

twent y years. Al t hough rabbis do not have the positions 

they formerl y held in this field , the t rained social workers 

themsel ve s have encouraged religious content in their work. 

To be honest e.nd give the true pie tu.re, we shJul d 

s£y that most social wor kers have desired s ome religious con­

t ent in their wor k. Others have not . But t hey too have had 
'I Tl "' 

a religi ous outlook, but it has been a univer s~l one and not a 
,i1'•' particular one. This t hesis is not a crit ical anal ysis. The 

aut t!or is r.ot s i tti D.5 a s a jud,ge over social workers. riany 

have des i r ed no Jewish content in their wor k , nevertheless 

t he i r work did contain religious content . The best illus­

t ration of this was t he former director of the Council Edu­

cati onal Alliance of Cl eveland , whose views on this point 

,~ill be found in t he n otes under "Settl ements", note 26. J.!r. 

Walter Leo Sol omon's life and wor k reflected his deep r e l10-

::.ous feeling , but r:r . Solomon believed that t he sett lement 

shoul d be univers ally religious 1n character, not Jewish. -

We have come at this point to t he crux of the 9rob­

l eo of t he soc i al worker and reli0ion . This research has shown 

~s that most so~i a l ~or~ers ~ relig i ous , t hat religion is 
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reflected in the work they do and the organizations with 

which t hey have contact, but that most of t hem are not inter­

ested in formal re11g1oua practice. Many of the leaders 

i~ J ew!sh Social Service are int erested in form.al religious 

practice, but the majority are not. As for the rank and file 

of the Jewish social wo~kers , though .religious content 1a 

found 1n their work they do not associate themselves with 

houses of worship. The pi&ture presented 1n this paragraph 

hol ds true in more detail for t he past dec~de. 

These are the main conclusions drawn f r om this sur­

vey . The aut hor wished to verify his O\m impresqions gained 

through contact with social workers througi. f ive years of 

experience worki ng i n a Jewish Cent er and throu~h a short 

but s timul ating exper1ance as a vol unteer in the United J ew­

i sh Soci e l Acenc1es in Cincinnati . Social work of any k i nd, 

&s he sees it, is deepl y religious . Any help man can give t o 

man 1s essentially a religi ous experience, e ven though the 

word "God" is not menti oned . However, f or tbe purposes of 

this t hesis t he term " rel 151ous" was expanded as explained 

1n the i ntroducti on. The aut hor hes not t r ied to e~end the 

concl usions to e.ny great l ength. The facts are ther e -- any 

more would be fruitless and futile . 

Social workers have contributed im:.ch to reli s i on 

and e breat deal to Juda ism. Forty years are onl y a few 

spot s in tho chart of t ime . There ar e many more years ahead, 
J 

in which mr uch ~or e can be contributed to the fie;s of social 



work and religion. Social work and rel1giop, as t his writer 

sees them, are not really two distinct fields of endeavor or 

thought, but one field ao intertwined as to be impossible 

of separation. This last conclusion was strengthened ar-

ticle by article during this study. our hope is that in the 

years to come less ~1orat1ve work will be necessary for 

American Jewry and that social workers e.nd rabbis w111· to­

gether be able to do the preventive work, which is the pro­

vince of both professions. 
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Chapter I 

Section I 1 The Sabbath 

1. M. c. is the abbreviation for the Proceedings of the 

National Conference of Jewish Charities. (During the 

course of years this name was changed t o N. c. of Jew­

ish Social Service and later B. c. J . s. Welfare In­

stead of repeating these various times we have selected 

t he abbreviation N. c. to stand f or t his publication. 

The Volume numbers are according t o t he Hebrew Cnion 

College Library Catalogue . 

2 . J. s. s. Q~ is the abbreviation for Jewish Social Ser­

vice Quarterly. 
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6. Jewish Charities, Vol. I , 10, .P. 12 
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10 . N. c., Vol . VII, P• 31 

11. !II . c., Vol . . VII, p. 154 
12 . ., 

I• • C •, Vol. XII, PP• 5-7 

1,. .. ·". c. , Vol . XII, PP • 15-17 

14. Jewish Caarities, Vol . I , 2, p . 5 

15. Jewish Charities, Vol. I,4, P• 4 

.16. Jewish Charities, Vol . I,10 p . 13 

17. Jewish Charities, Vol . I, 11 p . 15 

18. Jev1ish Charities, Vol . I V, 5 P • 5 

19 . Je\71sh Charities , Vol. IV, 11 p . 11 

20. Jewish Char i ties, Vol. v, 9 PP • 215-218 

21 . J ewish Charities, Vol. VII ·, 1 p. 25 

22. Jewish Charities, ,.,ol . VI, 6 P• 103 

23. Je,1i s h Charities, '· ol. VII , 8 P • 191 



-186-

24. Jewish Charities, Vol. VI I , 8, p. 194 

25 . Jewish Charities, Vol. · VII ·; 9 , p. 209 

26. Jewish Charit ies, Vol. VII , 9, P• 211 

27 . J ewi sh Charities, Vol. VI I I, 8, P• ( Supple:nent) 

28. Jewi sh Charities, Vol . IX, 5, P• (Supplement) 

29 . Jewish Charities, Vol, IX, 5, p. (Suppl ement) 

30. J . s. s . Q., Vol .IV, 2 

31. J . s . ij. Q., Vol.Vil, 1, P• 5 ff. 

* * * 

B. Social Worker and Rel i gi on 

32. Jewi sh Charit i e s , Vol. III , 7, P• 15 

;3. Jewish Charities, Vol. I II , 10, P• 15 

34. Jewish Charities, Vol. I V, 4, P • 1 

35. J ewi sh Charit i es, Vol . 
Vol. 

I V, 4, P • 2 

;6, Jewish Charities , /V , 1, P• 13 

; 7. J. s . s . ~-, Vol , I I I, 2 , p . 18 

38. J . s . s. . , Vol. III , 3, P• 55 

39. J . s . s . Q., Vol . VI , 1-2, PP • 16-17 

40. J . s . s . ~-, Vol. XII , 1, P• 167 

41. J . s . s. " IC\. • , Vol. XIII, 1, PP • 15-17 

L.2 . ] . .. 
V • J ':01. · r 

.'i. , P• 28 

43. J . s . s . Q. ., Vol. XVII , 1, P• 57 

~4 - J . s . s . Q.., Vol III , 1 , pp.1-5 

·~!- * * 



Sect i on III Religi oua Education 

A. Je,rlsh Farmer 

1 . ll. C. , Vol. II, P• 104t'f. 

2 . Jewish Charitiea, Vol. I, 12, PP• s Q ' 
-✓ 

3. Jewish Charities , Vol . III, 4, P• 2 

L. . Jewish Char i ties , Vol. III , )4- , P• 6 

5. Jewish Char ities, Vol. III, 4, P• 7 

6. Jewish Char1t1ea, Vol . III, 11, P• 11 

7. J. s. S. Q . , Vol . III , 4, P• 53 
-~ * ·:f-

s . Reform School s and Religious Training for Deliquents 

1. !~. C • , Vol. II , P• 202 

2 . l\ • c., Vol . I V, PP • 95-103 

3. 1: . C •, Vol. IV, ,. 118 

L. . . ,., Vol . V Pf• 75 .. V O J • 1 

5. ,. 
" Vol. v. ;>P • 112- 116 .. . ,J . , 

O • Jewish (;barities , Vol. I I , 10, P• 3 

7. Jewi sh Charities, Vol . II, 11, P , 5 

.... . Jewi sh Charities, Vol. II , 11 , p • 13 

s. Jewish Charities, Vol . I V, 7, PP• 8-0 
✓ 

10 . J . s . s . Q . , Vol. I , 2 , P• 70 

11. _. 
" Vol . I X, p -, . 223- 239 I• • .., . , 

12. ,. 
. { . ~., Vol . 1X, p!' 241 

13. u. " Vol . I X, :P• 243 ..., . , 
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14. .i . 
,.. Vol . I X, P• 245 " • I 

15. }\ . ... 
v • 1 Vol. n, pp. 238-239 

16. J . s . s . ~. , Vol. III , l, P• 44 
17. J . s . s . G.• I Vol. III , 4 , p p . 31- 34 

1a . J . s . s . • I Vol. XII , 1, p . 151 

19. J . s . s . Q. , Vol . XII , 4 , p . 388 

20 . J . s. s. Q. . , Vol. XI\T , 2, p . 268 

* * * 
c . Ja i ls 

1. J ewish Char i ties, Vol . III , 6, P• 9 

2 . Jewish Chari ties , Vol. V, 3, P• 56 

* * * 
D. Or phans and Dependent Chil dren 

1. ' ! ,.. \"ol. III , P• 65 i • .., . , 

2 . :1 . " ·01 . --T P• 32 V • I J. J.- I 

3. n. c. , Vol . IV , P• J.41 

4. H. " Vol. v, p • 118 .., . , 
,. 1: . .., 

Vol. V p . 12 3 ') • V • J , 

Je•nl s h Chari t ies, Vol . I , 6, PP • 1-2 
,., 

I • J ewi sh Charities, ol . II , 2 , P • 11. 

"J • J ewish Gharities , Vol. II , r-
o , pp . 10 -12 

C. . J e,7i s h Chari t i e s, Vol. I I I, 2 , PP• 1 1-12 

10 . .!ewish Cl::a r i t ies, Vol . IV , 2, pp . 3-4 

11. ewish :harit ies , :01. VI , 8 , pp . 132- 133 

12 . :, . ... Vol. XI , pp. 51-52 V ♦ J 
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11. Jewish Charities, Vol. II, 4, P• 9 

12. Jewi sh Charities, Vol . II, 4 , P• 12 

13. Jewish Charities, Vol. II , 6, P • 4 
14. Jewish Charities, Vol . II, 9, p . 12 

15. Jewish Charities, Vol . III , 7, PP• 13-14 

16. J ewish Chari ties, Vol. III, 10, pp . 3- 5 

17. Jewish Charities, Vol. I II, 10, P• 2 

18 . Jewish Charities, Vol . III, 11, P • 2 

19. Jewi sh Cllar1t1ea, Vol. IV, 1, P • 5 
20 . Jewish Charities, Vol. IV , 1, P• 7 

21. Jewish Charities, Vol . IV, 6 , PP• 3-h 
22. Jewish Charities, Vol. IV , 10 , P• 6 

23. Jewish Charities, Vol. I V, 12, p . 3 

24. Jewish Charities , Vol. v , 6, p . 129 

25 . Jewi s h Charities, Vol . v. 7, p. 172 

2t . Jewish Charities, Vol . . , 8 , P• 190 

27 . Jewish Charities, Vol. 12, PP• 291-293 

23. Jewish Charities, Vol . i:r I 3, p . 49 
29 . Jewish Charities , Vol. VI , 6, pp . 94-97 

30 . Jewi sh Charities, Vol . VI , 7, P• 120 

31. Jewish Cr.ariti es, Vol . VII , 8, p . 179 

32. Jewish Charities, \·01. VII , 8, pp . 183-134 

3 3 • Jewish Charities, l1ol. IX, l, PP• 7-8 

34. Jewish Center, Vol. I, 2, pp . 2-7 

35 . J . S. S. ~ . , Vol. II , 4, P• 256 

36. N. C. , Vol . VIII, PP • 154-163 
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37. N. C., Vol. XI , PP• 122-123 

38. N. C., Vol. VII I , PP• 150-151 

* * * 

I . I ndustrial or Trade Schools 

1. Jewish Charities, Vol. II, 5, P• 13 

2 . Jewish Charities, Vol. I I, 8, P• 9 

* * * 
J. Romes for t he Aged 

l. N. C., Vol. XV , PP• 253-257 

2 . J . S . S . Q., Vol. VIII , 3, P• 147 

K. Traini ng School for J ewi sh Social Wor kers 

1. Jewi sh Char ities , Vol . VI , 1 , PP• 15- 20 

2 . Jewi sh Cha rities , Vol. VI , 4. 

* * * 
L. Pa l estine Jewish Educati on 

1 . J . S . S • Q . , . Vo 1. VI I I , 4, p • 191 

M. Army and Na vy 

H. Y. M. Ii . A. and Jewish Centers 

(J.. Pr ogr ams 
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1. N. C., Vol. VI, PP• 276-277 

2. Jewish Charities, Vol. II, !, P• 6 

,. Jewish Charities, Vol. II, 8, P• 8 

4. Jewish Charities, Vol. v, 2, P• 36 

5. Jewish Charities, Vol. v, 10, P• 238 

6. Jewish Charities, Vol. V, 11, P• 283 

7. Jewish Charities, Vol, VII, 2, P• 40 

8. Jewish Charities, Vol . VI, 9 , P• 160 

9. Jewi sh Charities, Vol. VII, 8, pp. 189-190 

10. Jewish Charities, Vol. IX, 1, P• 12 

11. Jewish Charities, Vol. IX, 7, p. 137 

12. N. c., Vol. VIII, PP• l.44-153 

13. Jewish Center, Vol . I, l, p . 22 

14. Jewish Center, Vol. I, l, P• 27 

15. Jewish Center, Vol . I, 1, P• 41 

16. Jewish Center, Vol. I, 2, P• 13 

17. Jewish Center, Vol. I , 2, P• 37 

18 . Jewish Center , Vol. I I , 1, P• 24 
o. Jewish Center, Vol . II, 2, pp. 30-:;1 

Jewish Center, Vol. II, 4, p. 23 

22. Jewish Center, Vol. III, 3, PP• 41-42 
2~. Jewish Center, Vol. 1II, 3, pp. 44&.45 
19 . Je,vish Center, Vol. II, 2 , P• 28 

24. Jewish Center, Vol. III , 3, P• 48 

25. J ewi sh Genter, Vol. III·, 4, p. 18 

26. Jewish Center, Vol. IV, 1, PP• 20- 24 



27. 

28. 

29 . 

30. 
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Jewish Center, Vol. V, 2, P• 43 
Jewish Center, Vol. VII, 2, p. 57 

Jewish Center, Vol. VIII, 1, P • l4 
Jewish Cent er, Vol. XII, 3, P• 11 

* * * 
N. Y. !.! . H. A. and Jewish Center 

19. Philosophy 

51. Jewish Charities, Vol. II , 7, P• 16 
V•/. J(f 

32. :~ . C., 1926 ., P• 153 

33. J . s. s . ,.., 
'"I. • ., Vol. rI , 4, P• 25 f. 

34. J. a. s. ~-, Vol. III , 2, P• 24 
35. J . s . s . Q . , Vol. III, 3, P• 8 

36. Jewish Center, Vol . IV , 2, pp. 14-18 

37. Jerls h :enter, Vol, IV, 2 , PP• 19- 22, 26- 36 

* * * 

o. Synagogue Centers and I ns t i tutional Synagogues 

1. Jewish Chari t ies , Vol . ,. 10, P• 2 51 . , 
2. Jewish Charities, Vol. IX, 9 , PP• 183-184 

3. Jenab Ccarit ies, ''ol . IX, 9 , P• 189 
I 
t.!. . Jewish Charities, Yol. X, 9 , pp . 207- 208 

5. .,. s. s • " Vol . ~I , h, P • 276 "' . "'(.•, 

O • Jewish ~enter, Vol. n· , 1, PP• 7-9 

* * ~ 
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P. Philosophy 

1 . Jewish Center, Vol . ll, PP • 272-273 

2. Jewish Center, Vol. X, P• 106 

;. Jewish Center, Vol. XIII, PP • 82&84 

it * * 

Section IV Communal Life 

A. Lnant1ne and Sephardic Jews 

1 . Jewish Charities, Vol III, 8, P• 12 

2 . Jewish Charities, Vol. I V, 5, P• 4 
;. Jewish Ghar1t ies, Vol. I V, 11, p . 11 

u.. Jewish Charities, " , 6 , PP• 12-14 

5. J . s. s. Q.., Vol. III , 2, PP• 32-h.o 

* ~ * 

B. American Commun1t iea 

1 . J . s . s. r, Vcl . II , 1, P• 116 '"I. • , 

2 . J . s. s . . , Vol. II , 3, P• 202 

2a . J . s. s . ,... Vol. II, 3, P• 206 , . , 
3. J. s . s . Q.., Vol. II , 3, P• 209 r. 

!.i . - s . ~. Q., \'ol . II , L. , P• 312 ' . 
5. - C' s . c.., Vol . JI+, 1 , p • 71 ., . .., . 
6. - s . s . r \"ol. III , 2, P• 63 .. . '<• , 

.., - s . s . r \-01 . III, 3, P• 70 I • ~- , 
r. ~ s . s. r Vol . III , 4, P• 60 v • . , . , 
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9. J. s. s. Q. , Vol. III, 4, P• 11 

10. J. s. s. Q., Vol. III, 4, P• 75 
lOL J. s. s . Q., Vol. III, 4, P• 95 

11. J. s. s. Q., Vol. IV, l, P• 54 
12. J . s. s. Q., Vol. IV, 1, P• 58 

13. J. s. s. Q. , Vol. IV, 2, P• 1~6 

14. J. s. s. Q.. , Vol. IV, 2, P• 168 

15. J . s. s. Q., Vol. IV, 4, P• 331 

16 . J. s. s . Q., Vol. IV, 4, P• 334 

17. J . s . s . Q., Vol. IV, 4, p . 338 

18. J . s . s. Q., Vol. v, 1, P• 70 

19. J . s . s. Q.., Vol. v, 1, P • 66 

20. J. s. s. Q.., Vol. v , 2-3, P• 170, 203-204 

21. J. s. s. Q., Vol. V , 4, P• 251 

22 . J . 8. s. Q. , Vol. V, 4, P• 257 

23. J . s . s . Q., Vol. VI, 1-2, P• 49 

24. J . s . s. ~-, Vol. VI, 1-2, p . 56 

25. J . s. s. . , Vol. VI , 1-2, P• 75 

26 . J . s. s. Q., Vol . VI, 1-2, P • 77 

27. J. s. s . ~-, Vol. VI, 3-4, PP • 165, 166, 168 

28. J . s . s. Q., Vol. VI , ;-4, p . 1 70 

29 . J. s . s . Q ., Vol. VII, 3, P• 21 

30. J . s. s . ~-, Vol. IX, 1, p . 75 

31. .,. ~ s . r Vol. rx., 1, P• 86 u . .., . "' . , 
32. J . s. s. Q., Vol. XI, 2, P• 219 

33. J . ' • s. Q., Vol. XII, 1, PP• 46, 48, 49 

34. J . s . s. Q., Vol . I, 4, PP· 3, 7 
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c. I n Foreign Landa 

1 . Jewish Center, Vol. III, 3, P• 16 

2 . J. s . s. Q. , Vol. II , 4 , PP• 275, 277 

; . J . s. s. Q. , Vol . v, 2-3, P• 124 f . 

4. J . s . s . Q., Vol. VII, 3, P• 33 

5. J . $ . s. Q., Vol. IX, 2, PP• 262, 263-264 

6. J . s . s. Q . , Vol. XII, 2, P• 233 

7. J . s. s. Q., Vol . XII, 2, PP• 24, , 2h.5 

8. J . s . s . . , Vol . XII, 4 , PP • 394, 395 

9. J . s . s . Q., Vol. I , 3, P • 46 

* * * 

Section v, Kasbruth 

1. Jewish Charities, Vol. I , 2 , P• 3 

2 . Jewish Charities , Vol, II , 1, P • 12 

; . Jewish Charities, Vol. II, 2, P• 1 

4. Jewish Chari t ies, Vol. II, 2, P• li4-

5. Jewish Charities, Vol . II , 8, P • 3 

I 
O • Jewish Cjarities, Vol . V , 12, P • 26 

7. Jewish Charities, Vol. VI , 3, PP• 55-56 

8. Je• ish Charities, Vol. VII , 5, P • 96 

9. Jewish Charities, Vol . VI!I , 7, P • l.40 

l o . J . s . s . q,., Vol. X, 8, P• 189 

11. J . s . s. Q., Vol . X , 9, P • 213 

12. J . s . s . Q . , Vol. II, 3, P • l.48 

13. J . s . s. ,. Vol. VI , ; -4, p. 159 \,_ . , 
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Section VI, Remova1 Work 

1. N. C. , Vol. VI, P• 117 

* * * 

Section VII, Judaism and Prostitution 

1. Jewish Charities, Vol. III , 6 , PP • 9 , 10 

* * * 

Section VIII, The Synagogue 

1 . Jewish Charities, Vol. II , 7, P• 15 

2 . J . S.S. Q., Vol. I, 3, P• 13 ff . 

3• N. C., Vol. X, PP• 200-201 

4. Jewish Center, Vol. v. p . 2 . 

(c . f . also Sect ion on Religious Educat ion) 

* * * 

Section I X, Jewish Divorce 

i. N. c., Vol. X, pp . 101-102 

* * * 

Secti on X, Intermarr i age 

1 . Jewi s h Char~ties , Vol I V, 10, P• 2 

2 . J . s . S. Q., Vol. V, 4, P• 237 f. 



Section XI, J ewish Science (Heali ng Cult) 

l . J. S. S . Q., Vol. I II , 4, P• 66. 

* * * 

section XII , Jewish Court of Arbitration 

1 . Jewish Charities, Vol. IV, 8, pp . 12-14 

? . J . s . s . Q., Vol. XV , 2, ,p. 2L.4-253 

Section XIII , Judaism and Youth 

1 . Jewish Center, Vol. III , 1, pp. 8-14 

2 . Jewish Cent er, Vol. I V, 4, PP• 2-6 

3. Jewish Center, Vol . V, 3, PP• 8-19 
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