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INTRODUCTION 

One of the principal beneficiaries of lay inter­

est in the pa.st two decades among Jews has been the 

organization of Jewish communal life; that is Jewish 

secular activities. 

Many laymen have come to believe that their 

energies can be given greater expression in the elee­

mosynary field rather than in the synagogue. 

They claim that Jewish institutional life offers 

more opportunities for a greater number of people to 

be recognized,, for more individuals to give public 

service than in the synagogue, where the leadership 

of the laymen, except in economic matters, is second-

ary to that of its rabbi. 
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They are also of the opinion, probably due to the 

influence of Marxism on popular thinking,, that religion 

in action no longer promotes social justice and that 

religious institutions (Viz.--the synagogue and the 

church.) are only another instrument to protect the 

vested interests of capitalism and to retain the "status 

quo. 11 

They st~te that the synagogue receives gifts or 
money and leadership from those who are inherently op­

posed to the economic rise oTthe masses, ancl, there-
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fore, the synagogue is placed in a state of perpetual 

obligation to the large contributor. 

Add to this fact of social philosophy the fact 

that the philanthropies are now the setting, as well 

as a means of social expression, for Jews of East 

European extraction who have become economically suc­

cessful. 

Tl;.ese late-comers to the American shore are now 

seeking to carve a niche in Jewish communal life which 

was heretofore,, and still is in many instances, domi­

nated by the families of the early German Jewish set­

tlers in this colUltry • 
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This conflict bas the community as its battle~ield 

(Viz.--the Board of Trustees of the local Jewish hospital, 

the Jewish communal school, the Young Men and Women's 

Hebrew Association, the Jewish Social Service Bureau, the 

Old Folks Home, and other similar ins ti tut ions.); for­

tunately, however, the synagogue has been able to avoid 

such community collisions in personalities and the sore 

of social philosophies. 

Its internal struggle has Zionism as its source and 

it is generally rabbinically inspired so that prudent 

rabbinic leadership can keep it from reaching fever heat. 

As a consequenceLthose who are trying for community 

recognition on the basis of personal aggrandisement and 
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find that the synagogue is closed to their aspirations, 

and those who believe that s:ynagogal leadership is com­

posed of personalities who represent another economic 

stratum and because there are numerous illustrations in 
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history of' the state utilizing rel:tgion as a tool, they 

conclUde tha~ religion and capitalism are now synonymoqs. 

It is the purpose of this study to prove that reli­

gion· is basically not an instrument "of the stJrong and 

powerful, even though historically it has been abused 

and at times counselled by individuals who possess these 

potentiali t:l.es. 

It is the objective of this monograph to illustrate 

that it is J:>eligion which recognizes leadership and dir­

ects the successful man to his duties and that it is the 

religious consc:tence in man which is ete1"nal.ly operat:t.ve, 

so that his abusive potentialities are continually res ... 

trained, and rarely become realities for any length of 

time. 

The ·t,i tle of this study is 11 THE SOCIOLOGICAL BKCK­

GROUND OF THE PSALMS, PROVERBS, AND ECCLESIASTES. 11 

Within the ,realm of these Biblical sour•c es and re­

lated material in the Pentateuch, it is the writer's pur­

pose to correct both the historical and con.temporary 

false impressions/which have mushroomed around formal 
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religion and to reveal that rel:1.e;ion is not on the 

side of the strong and the prJ.vileged, but on the side 

of the poor and the oppressed. 
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we begin ou:r• study by noticing the singularly 

honorific sense of the various words for poor 

~O, // 1">Y , e1, h, I'3, -;}..Jfn, !N -- in the 

literature which we are surveying. "Poor" is again 

and again synonymou:s with "gooc1", ":t•ighteous", 

nvirtuous", "Divinely favored", "God centered" and 

the like. 

Typical is a verse like PS. 9 :19 f).fJ( lrf 1.J 

· 3-r( 3N'/'- ftl 1'J~ p(l'/\ Jt•,;:Jr fJ.Je1. Tb.at no:fe of Divine 

favor•itism for the poor and the needy oharaoter1zes 

this literature extensively. 

Thus, in Ps. 69: 34, the expression, 11His 

Prisonerf.J", /·• 'fJfc stands po.rellel to the word for 

Uneedy" '° .:Jf.~r i; That is to say, the neec.IJ.y a.re, in 

some singular sense, £!!!• Of similar force is the 

possessive suffix in Ps .. 72:2b, in the expression 

7"J1', "!P-z poor"·~ 
belong to God. 

In some special sense, the poor 

That word,"Thy poort' in Ps. 72:2b ste.nds parallel, 

mOl"00VOl:1 , to "Thy. peoplE.~ II in PS. 72: 2a'. wno are God's 

people? The poo1-'; 
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Again the poor are identified with the innocent, 

as in Ps:. 10: 8 l:J·~ f'J r')"'' r;::,•rort~ .A>'.., ,.f n M -:>/uv..J ,;)e1 

}Ja>J' ':>;){;,(where the 7JJ of' lO:Sa. is parallel to the 

7>:>Tr, (the wr&tched one o:r. helpless one) of. 10:8b and to 
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the !./¥ of l0:9a and 9b. Almost tantamount to this 

is the contrasting of the poor and the wicked in Ps. 

37 :14 where the :./t and the /'r<>o are manifestly the 

same as the Ptj)Y of v. 11 and all of them the opposite 

of their oppressors,, the "De") of vv~ 10,, 12 and the 

,lt)1oe1 of v. 14. Likewise in Ps. 82 :4 Jl1.u1cl (; /Ck:, 
I f/5,1 ~I re) ~1N the ~;)k~t,, the victims Of the 

J\)"oe-, j' stand in antithesis to the 1t>' oe7 ~ Similarly 

does Prov~ 19 :l le/,-,/ /!/)ci>~ el "YN ~...:> //),) f) .-0/(/ 

fa.::> oontN1.st the virtuous poor with the individual wbo 

is Hperverse of lips" and a "fool 11 • Prov. l9:22b N;c; 

roj.::> e1rcr( e? rates the poor parson e) as the moral 

superior of the liar. In Prov. 29: l3·;i ft 1v~ e1rc/ e) 
-;J/ ;-·;/ I" 0 :Je e,'fcN (flt~ the, poor is contrasted 

with the oppressor,, the /fi:l'v.y' e'l'c·; 

Essentially the same as the "'ry'lf ,' the poor,, are 

the fo'j/Y the humble whom Ps. 22:27 /<l 1(1~ //;ct 
30/f'ilo?rJT '/)1 /1e?3 :'>/'0' I f/;i lot\)ei/ regards as seekers 

after God. They came to denote the "godly pool"", the 

"suffering righteous", the persons who, whether "Bowed 

down" or "needy" were God 1s servants. Late1" in Judaism 

the t arms . UK' and I.:; r ;1 came to be synonymous in mean­

ing, and :they became two of the more prcmin.ent desig­

na. tions of e. party in ancient Israel. 
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. Prov. 28:3 seems to refer to the poor disparaging~ 

~ :;) I "'() f:'-lf p/ fe 1 ?t\l3 //Jc 1 r;.Q) p r-1 /DI 'OQ) f'l>'fr :/..,) f!.,y/' k 

tv~~£ -;)°'(f)/ s~ But scholars are generally agreed 

that the text heI•e is corrupt for• oe? 1 as the LXX has 

it, or for )'(!Jc~ The verse should read not 11A poor man 

that oppresset1:_ the weak", but 11A wicked man (or a rich 

man) that oppresseth the weak"'~ 

Of like tenor are the many utterances dilating 

up on the place which the poor hold in the faff ections 

of the Most High. The "poor" except in rare instances, 

are the exalted special care of the Lo1•d. God remem-

bers the poor (Ps • 9: 19) ../'if;y\ /f.::lT t?ve 1 11.f; r rcf 1.:l 

3o( 3~rcj) p ''JY and can be expected to remember them 

(Pa~. l 0 1.12 ) f> ':f'O /J->5"' j,- l:i'' rev fc n /-,, ' "H /;1 as 

the supplication to that end implies. He pities the 

poor (Ps";72 :13 f"Y'P,/ F>:J~;;_)/c ple!!JI /1·~ Ir/ f3 f">f' 017 1 

and harkens to them ( Ps. 69: 34 ) ';)/,-> ' ff:>Jf1.0 lr ft, )[,Ne 1.:;, • 

He hears their· call (Ps. 34:7) 0 1°'/ fc-,i ft 7Jj 

o'Q/.'"'> /'P/.,j b,y/ oN.e and, as the invocation implies, He 

can be depended upon to hear their call (Ps. 40:18)J'lc/ 

!; '':">le )'c ..:Pkr1! J'i)5f' ,[ iVen 1 .}3/c /Nrcl 'Jtr 

'3 nrc/' r; He is confidently. expected to heed the 

poor pers'on 1 s prayer (Ps. l021ll) /°'~'/ 7rvr j Yi>!Y 

J.:> .iep1 Jpicv ,~ 
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I and to tu1~ to the poor (Ps'~ 25:16) 
:)re fl 3 '/J' I f' 

'~ :..LJfl 1
1/c :/.,and to incline His ear 

:/fr: . 
(ps; 86: 1) )<•Nie} :JY 'J !)J7f ?J ffc -;-,b, -:JG) 9/3 ( ':) ')' ~! 

God favors the poor (Ps. 40:18," 68:11., 74:21)'~ God 

grants them an inheritance (Ps. 37:10, 11, 14) God 

moreover, supplies the needs of the poor (Ps. 68:11) 

fa' ";;, P ( 7/'JC0; fa/' .>.;::, I ;:,e, / /' -n (Ps', l 32 : 15) , He 

sustains them in the law court, or, perhaps, on judge­

ment day ( Ps;~ l =) C@lrr ft/ .J 7'i I ::v ':)<!]r/ , --> p ~1 
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~, Jf1;:,fc1 In Ps'~ 12:•6~Y ll;/fr,:lrc- ./'/!,/fct'I 10/:./1f 3eN 

I {;Q' Ye 't\> p't?Jc .; /.--,' >rr-tc 1 ;::::. f fllc God is described as 

saying that he will place in saf'ety the oppressed poor 

and the sighing needy. The psalmist is lauding God in 

Psc~ 18:28 0 1e0 fl ~lr )"fc ~:> states that God will save 

the afflicted people. God., we are info!'med in Ps. 72:12, 

13 recognizes that the poor have no one to help them, 

so that the pool:' are given assurance by the Psalmist that 

their souls., that is their live.a., will be saved. In Ps. 

35 : lo !J """ 7' ) ,,,.,, ft f::J"" fr,.., .:o '~ -:i /.-,r ]A-r1vi , ../' "'ft /, 
{ fscf r1 }fiNtcl :./'rl the thoug_...h+is expressed that God delivers 

the poor from those who are too strong for him and those 

that '·'spoil u or exploit them. Gotl is supplicated in the 

assurance that His rescue will be forthcoming (Ps. 40:18, 

109:22). Ps. 70:6 relates. tha.tGod is the helper and 

i., 
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deliverer of the poor and needy, and the afflicted re­

quest that God should come to their a.id rapidly. God 

saves the poor (Ps. 69:30) (_/)ofei ;::.ref.::>/ 'iY :}fr/ 

:J~cfel' ~~ftc.He snatches the poor from humiliation (Ps~ 
74:21) pfYe /{{;,i /".:>(('/ :)¥ /'>0 7ei;;:,e 1 eri~ cJ'od rises 

to the defense of the poor (Ps. 12: 6) ~ ''J tr .Ye.I'/ 

/ ( 11'a:>' ¥e';::, p"2tc 0 h 1 -.,..rc 1 "'f;vc 7 Y ,,:)/'"''' p 7vrc'Y' '. He raises 

them out of their affliction (Ps. 107 :41) jl•i::lfc ~IJ. 
P !11~ (rcJ.:> Pct1/ jlYrr, and out of their abjectness 
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(~s. 113:7). )!'t::.fc P'> 1p@erctv /;> '">ci>/r'tV 'N'f'i/'I/. This 

same thought is expressed in (Ps'~ lO:l4b, 18) rfr /--" 1
-" 

. f,1) I· r,:2} ?,..3 I P!/'' CcDe r ~·. ") 5r~,, ~ )Ne ~/'>! '0vfn N _5)'"1 -

=e,,,, /" o/< cf.,,( 3f-'O, and Proverb 16 : 25/J ·'}jtr£. fi.ort ,,!Jr/ ;; How• 

aver., this verse is understood only if we take into ac­

count the land baclcground of the a.nC-ient Hebrews, namely 

the sanctity of the landmark and the border. Apparently, 

the widow and the orphan have become the prey of the 

land shark and the speoillli.ator so that the wise men make 

this reass uring statement. 

Hardly different from the r:> ':J'f are the ~'!J.01; the 

humble whom God supplies with food and drink (Ps'~ 22:27) 

f'tsi:lflr/ P'!J! /{;,re' and wh<;> are to inherit the land (Ps'~ 
37 :11 C/-,1<- /e.., ,, ~ '!JYli~ 
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The Hebrew word for poor possesses a broader con­

notation than the English equivalent.l We oan oonolude 

from this honorific use of "poor" in the metaphorical 

sense, that respect for the literal poor must have exist­

ed first or else the literary use of the term would not 

have ·been employed by the Psalmist, Yet, were it not 

for .an attitude of compassion toward the e.conomically 

poor this sympe. thetic usuage of the word 1tpoor" even in 

a non-economic sense could harfilly have ._arisen. "We may 

admit the contentions 0£ those scholars who assert tha~ 

I 
1In addition to Uo , e..,, U, and /!r.::>1c, the 

!.ft~ is al so employed. u([ refers to one who is hum­
bled or "bowed down" by adverse circumstances. fur 
means one who is humble in disposition and character, 
one who possesses humility. Thus /U'>r ,· unlike U¥" , 
has from the beginning an essentially moi--al and reli­
gious connotation. Later in Judaism these two terms, 

~rand /:fr, oame to be synonymous in meaning, 
and became two of the more prominent designations of a 
party in ancient Israel. 11 This pa:roty appears on the 
scene of history during the period of the later pre­
eX--ilic prophets. During the exile and subsequently 
it acquired a more marked and distinctive character. 
They formed an 1ecolesia 1 as opposed to the woDldiy 
and indifferent and often paganizing and persecuting 
majoritf• The Psalms, especially the 'Psalms of com­
plaint, abound with allusions to these two parties. 
The God-fearing party are described by many more or 
less synonymous designations, suoh as 1those that fear 
or love the Lord. 1 ; 1 those that seek or wait for the 
Lord'; 'the servants of God. 1 These are the !"':>'U'd" 
or ~1U'r• The party opposed to them are the 'wicked' 
the "evildoers,• the 1proud, 1" (Hastings; James(Editor) 
A Dictionar of' tlie Bible Dea.ling with Its Lan,uage, Ett .. 
0ra·cu1•e. a.nd Con ·en ·"'~t Vq • IV, p • .,, Thus, seman cally 
spealiing, -Elie 11 poor11 in the Psal)jls, Proverbs, and Eccle­
siastes have a wide application. 

I. 
i 
I. 

: I 

1;·,. 

[! ·1· 

I 

l .. 
':-....i 
i;: 

I, 

:[ 
'1 

.·,,·.· '' 

·,.·\ 



i 
I 
i 

11 

ii 

II 
ii· 
I I ,, 
I 

I 
I 

11 ~ 
11. 

[l 

lj ' 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

Page 11 

in many of these pa.ssages,~'"'the words 11 poo1"" and "needy" 

allude not to individuals but to the nation, Israel, 

or to some pious group within the nation.. However, in 

many <r>f these passages, those words undoubtedly do refer 

to individuals. Even where they designate not indivi­

duals but the nation or the group, the sentiment they 

convey presupposes an indentical sentiment toward in­

dividuals; otherwise the peculiar force of those words 

as applied to the nation or the group could hardly have 

prevailed. The same may be said of the view propounded 

by the scholars who hold that.the word "poor" in the 

Bible does not always mean poor in the economic sense, 

but sometimes means poor in a psychological sense, that 

is, poor in spirit, humble, devout. The Bible is the 

only li tera tux•e in the wox•ld in which the words "poor0 

and '~needy" are not expressions of disdain but terms of 

encomium. In English whatever is "poor" is bad, is in­

ferior.2 

Nor are the poor lacking :ii.n qualities which are ad­

mirable from a purely human standpoint. Proverb 28:6. 

'?"Vif' rel~! /J1 3 C?Y/V /"'!/'"° ?(;_-") e-, ,:::.>/<::'contrasts the 

upright poor with the perverted # rich while Prov. 

2cronbach, Abraham, The Bible and our Social Outlook, 
P• 23-24.t 
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28:11 contrasts the alert minded poor person with a 

conceited but slow witted rich person e.f/c /!)r,::J ~n 
!}1 )'t> 1 f'.::irv' {s/ """>'er. Wisdom and intelligence,, ac­

aording to the Bible are not a monopoly of the affluent~ 

In another case a poor and wise child is contrasted 

with a king so oJ.d and foolish as to be incapable of 

learning. By sheer intelligence the poor child lifted 

/ooN 3{ ~IC 
JO.::,f'7f o An 

himself to royal status. (Eco. 4:13) 

3{y ...,,.,y,\ ¥3' ref ..,etc {,=) (T'5 7L 
example of a poor man's ability is vividly described in 

Ecc. 9:15. Here we are told that a certain city was be• 

seiged by a great and powerful king. This city had a 

small population so that when the king built the bulwarks 
.. 

agp.:1.nst it the city was dost:i.n0d to defeat. The narrator 

then relates that there was a man who lived in that city 

who was poor•,, yE:d,, wisE:i, a.n.e,,1 tt was this man who del:tve1•0d 
3..., 

the city because of his wisdom. 

11 Despit.e everything said at times in t.he Bible tfft 
. 34' 

the cont:t:>ary,, the poor /;rov., 13: 23 commends the poor 

for efficiently unless with Frankenberg we emend f2/c:J 

into OC') as we did in Prov. 25 :ij are represented as cap­

able of wisdom, integrity, u.nderstand:tng,, and eff'ic:tenty .. 113 

3cronbaoh, Abraham, The Bible and our Soc:i.al Outlo?,~1 P• 23 
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The poor a.re also rated. as .endowed with superior wisdom 

in Eoc. 6:8 'JY( ,"),,,,. f::o,') /,,v A~ t?( 'l/'1 1 
'0tV ·'.:> 
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pfl/),) 3!J fl( y3f '; 

A number of' passages in the books which we are sur~· 

~eying show their oompe.ssion for the poor by expatiating 

upon poor people's hardships. Prov. 10: 16 ' 'C. Ir j/ .-, 
Pe'/ f:!> 1C _ptVll/'I/ I fY P'''i'> identifies pover.ty with ruina ... 

t:Lon. It is deemed no exaggeration to assert that nall 

of the days of the poor are evil 11 {Prov. 15:15) The text 

observes that the poo:i."' a1"e scorned by their noighbo1"s 

{Prov. l.4:20)~'~' ')·r!_,o 'r::>...,rcJ e., :.fe' f-:Jo'J f facl • Along 

the ·same v£fn of thou.gh pu.lsa.ting its way back to the· 

heai"'t of the problem is that another concomitant of 

pove1 .. ty is friendlessness (Prov. 19:4) ;oi{J"/ /!z,/ /1.,,). 
b;n-.. f.,,o,N ., § fy! to m £ . 3?5>' ( :;-, ~,,.,., ·; 

!J-Nrt in Prob. 19 :7 the author observes that even a 

poor man's J.•ela.tives hold. him in disdain. In their eyes 

- . F he is unsucoess,µl and now they look upon him as a. burdem., 

an oblige. tion. The wri tars painft:tlly remark, eJ 1
/J/c r; 

J'" Ii'"' !"' ''"' 'j Q,. /,., tje ·~ Readily is the wisdom of a 

poor man fo1•gott0n, though it suffices to rescue a city-~ 

(Eo 0 ; 9 : 15 ) .., ' ~" /"C lei" c Cr I /'>'>fl ;~""' e 'I< :;">..::. IC j,y J 
rc.b;"'\ 1~or1.-.. l!./rc':)/'fc 'J..:>) ref ~ref }rvYl.:Y~ Also that wisdom is 

likely to_ be ignored or disdained (Eco, 9:16) • 

(':>'od!J F>j'fC (<!.·re.;\) f.,....,r:>.;>I • Poverty is also listed as a punishment·. 

\' 
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It is a like,pL1.nishm0nt for those who violate the poor 

and needy. In Ps. 109:10, 11, 16) the oppressor is in~ 

formed t.hat his punishment will be: "Let his children 

be vagabonds and beg _ ... let strangers make spoil of his 

labou1-1 -- because that he :t>emembereth not to do kindness, 

but persecuteth the poor and the needy man." 
.j 

Noted also is the fawning suppliant attitude to 

which the poor are reduced (Prov. 18:23) -,r03i r-!/U.!}/' 

../)!'er j'o' _.,re.If/ e). Th:iis naturally comports with the 

poor' s subordination to the rich (Prov. 22: la /Cle., ">n.0J 

c:Jl ···)(2,orl ·~ '!hat poverty can lea.d to del i11quency i:s anotf,.£R 

~ evil. px•ecipitate of which our 11teratm:>e takes cog­

nizance (Prov. 30: 9) 0 /.-;,, ~r-1 .Y' "'!"-tel .!/'en.:J I tr~V'c /Q) 
,-:-£ !"'& )a>;I Y'-,:::ij~I e1lrc j';y/~ 

Nor does this compassion for the poor flag, as it 

would in our own la.nd and age, when thought,s arise con­

cerning faotors of one's own personality that affect 

one's economio fo1"'tu:nes. Frequently, we hear in our 

modern society, suocessfttl men make the obse1-1va ti on that 

other men are unsuccessful because they are either in­

dolent or stupid. People who have lived through depres­

sion eras recognize that this is a fatuous statement. 
~,,... 

It is now a well known fact that large internation,.eco-

nomic repercussions __ ~an affect any i11div:tdual disaster-
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ously and that we personally can do very little to stop 

this economic avalanche once its death-seeking rocks 

beg~.n· to ~all. 

The Book of Proverbs is convinced that one's dili19 

genoa brings bnes wealth (Prov, 10:4) -;--,,,y-, £ ~e,y e/c? 

--ve"9' ,.,,gh/J 3 1/ (21 :5) [:,/ y.Wf f/c =/J-,,, ./' /;of/W 

.,/on"' ( ?'c {fc_ that a person profits if he labors (Prov. 

14 :23) ">pW 0 /.,'>' ;:Jgy ·If.::> thqt a. man who is industrious 

will not suffer from lack of food (Prov. 12:11) -a~-,.. 

tvn( ()(t0e.,' (,rr1'3fc (27:18,r 28:19) and that he will be ad­

mit.tad to the presence of .the great p/f!J(Prov. 22:29) · 

fOl::JU/ !J;>( .Og;/' 1 £ r-Jg'.'./) 1 p•.;,Cv :;Q)r Jr.2,/(;;;N }I':)~ e11c 
0 

Weal th is al so vit.~wed as a rewar-d of righteousness (Ps. 

112: 2,, 3) /b .,"')~/ /Jl}(!_I >/:Y ()r)f 01;-ii r::lc;;, ....,f,:yt 

-::ro( p3NY fr.~/[!.';>;::, >'I!,'{/ and of such graces as humility and 

reve~ence (Prov. 22 :4) 31~(/ '1Q?f ·;·,/,v../'rc...,' ~Y' ~r(J 

1::i 11fll r-; Wealth is likewise an upshot of wisdom. (Prov, 

3 : l 6 ) 3 f ""') ....,e:(' d;cN e"' C ~N::>f;l j<v '"' ,,, rJ 1 7''' (a , ~, 21 J 

2l:20; 24:4). ~rhe Book of ProYerbs also contains the 

contrary view that wealth can only be acqLti:red throu.gh 
,. ' 

divine intercession. "Tt1e Blessing of the Lo!lld, .•it make th 

rich and toil addeth nothing thereto. 11 Also,, a wise elave 

can gain asQendency over his owner's profligate son (Prov. 

l 7 : 2 ) Q ,.,... l'°' /;,.;I r;ll/V ~"'-· • 

'.; 
~" 
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Many a passage meanwhile proclaims the connection 

between poverty and indolence·. "He becomet)h poor that 

dealt'lhh with a slack hand'; 0 (Prov. 10.:4) and ~'lf"'">/'J/ 

"';;)rl!J e1';){;(Prov. 23:2lb). Prov, 6:6-11 offers. the 

simile of the hard working ant which the sluggard, 

intent upon sleep and yet more sleep, would do well to 

imitate. The alternative is poverty attacking like a 

bandi·~, assailing like a robber. Part of this passage 

is repeated in Prov. 24:30-34 which otherwise pictures 
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the deterioration that besets a lazy persnn~s field or 

vineyard. Eoo. 10:18 wa1ms agairi.st the dilapidation that 

befalls a sluggish person's house. This same thought is 

expressed in Prov. 18: 9 {r;::.( re/....., nfc .£r.~rc[,,,:J -;)c::D yvv ~cf · 
_/'> rnruv. 

Other personal causes of poverty are excessive in• 

dulgence in pleasure and ca.rous.ing (Prov. 21:1!1) e, 1/c 

)'C,,ol {Cr !Ne,/ )" ~0(C ";'>nr{(l ~'0(( }!of)~ as Well as eating 

and drinking (Prov. 23:2la) e1/, (fi5/ fc.r::.1> '.:> ; likewise 

the desire to get rich speedily (Prov. 21: 56. ) 1f. £ / 
~lontY( [<= a.s well as t1'e pursuit of vain things (Prov~ 

28 , 19 ) en 0.Je! ,, '/'' '> /~,,,..,/ , What those "vain the•" 

may be seems indicated in Prov. 12:11 ~(}.,o/J/C:J'r'; 311"// 

where the word f'l1 r''/ apparently alludes to callings less 

worthy and substant,ial than that of agriou.lture so dear 

t·o the author of those passages. 

i' 

·1 ,' 

, I 
i 

' ' 
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The wise men also note that sexual impropriety is 

one of the causes of pover.ty (Prov. 5:9 1 10) -;)~/;N ?/JH) 

+rl rJd 73/;i P'){)(,( /"/' /OJ ~'-'> l)/>,6)fr( i.>~/'>/' flf/f:'!:cl l' 'H 
. (Prov. 6 :26 -~ eirc ./'Q.fc/ ""'~'( "?.'.)J 30 yf) ';)arc 36;::.,.) 

;rBp ;-,'7'' (Prov. 29:3) )!:) '3~rc' ./)Jls ';)o?/. This 
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is an interesting thoughtsince in our modern society 2 
we are of the opinion and we also possess the evidence 

that sexual impropriety is the consequence of poverty. 

Also reckoned as a cause of poverty is failure to 

heed advice. This is EJte.ted in Prov. 13:18 /~! er; 

-:->oltJ y)/;; and, allowing fo~" the uncertainty of 

also perhaps in Prov. 13:8 7'-..,yr' Y/lle, re((!,)/ 0 

the texj:. ~· 

Among 

the ca.uses of poverty, Prov. 14:23 

"l()llr1( mention loquacity. 

The modenn reader is often left to guess whether 

the Bitllioal author is thinking in societal terms or 

in theological terms. Does poverty follow naturally 

from unt,eachableness or f!•om loquacity? 01 .. is 1 t a 

punishment superimposed from on high? There can be 

little doubt that the latter supposition prieva.ils in 

.Prov. 11:24& 1fo11rv{ ?fc')(l,'A/ ?en/ whe:t>e poverty is viewed 

a~f a consequence of uncha.ri tableness. @h"e a:tt'l;ftor of 

P1•ov. 11 s24 oould ha:rdly-fl:a;rre st.".J?J'lt-ieed :bhat tm:clw:J:iitab~e­

~ The author of Prov. 11:24 cot1ld hardly have sur-



\>. 

.; .. ··· 

mised that unch.ari tableness makes a person indigent 

beoa.use it makes him unpoptila.l:' in the community~ 

Prov. 11:24 is more likely to have meant that unchari­

tableness will incur indigence by Divine intervention'; 
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These reflections, however, do not impair the gen­

eral attitude of sympathy for the necessitous. As stated 

in The Bible and Our Social outlook,, 11 Now, according to 

ri~id log1e, it would follow that, since poverty is the 

punishment for sin and weal th the !'award cbf righteousness, 

the poor mu.st be or must have been wrong-doe11s, and the 

rich must have been saints; poverty wot1ld be the .sign 

of' moral deficlenoy and wealth a sign of moral excel­

lence. But the Bible departs from logic; compassion 

crowds out logio. 04 

One passage;' Prov. 29:13, 

0 /.0, f\::iye_ "Jrfuv seems to intimate that poor and rich are 

equal,, at least in the same sense that the poor and the 

oppressor of the poor are equally dependent upon Divine 

favor. This same though is expressed in Ps. 49:2 ~c' 

/brcl .., '<!,¥ 311' urc J"' ;oyl f'>.3fc J'" :; 
Compo!'ting with these viewpoints 1~ the stressing 

of benevolence. In Ps. 112:9, ~l:!?.f ID'jtr::>1rf 1-d '")5v 
3/;:>.,,;::, f'>f'f\ !J"i' 3---i( p3rt/'r[ benevolence oharaoterizell 

4 t. 
Cronba~f\" Abraham,, The~Bible and our Social Out.look, pg. 22. 

I 

·': 
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the ideal man, and in Prov 31:20 

ff.;:, re{ ':">(/ ((_ ~I 31/ t.he ideal woman• When Ps • 112 : 9b says of 

s11oh a person "3"r'{p3N/( 0rsg the passage means that 

this person's meri t.s and prospects of reward are abid­

ing. That /pj>~can signify "merit" is shown by its 

translation,/'' fr3 in the Targum and by the meaning of' 

the word '71(3 in E~ek. 18:20 -;->'p !/Y /)f3q; ./;;~S 
(·-.,/') ((e_.., ,"")/'Ye?/•. 
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The Divine rewards a.waiting the benevolent. are 

impressiv,. God will repay the good deed (Prov. 19:17) 

I ( 1==>fe 1 //,y// b /JflJ '7'>/<::v r:'i(Cr • "He that hath a boun ... 

tiful eye shall be blessed" (Prov. 22:9). Of the chari­

table, both Psalms and Prove:t"bs use the word · ',....,,e!c (Ps~; 
41:2) ":>/.,..,, /({v' ':Jo"") ,u/.;:;, fy hc k,e,"" ''1Qfc (p1 .. ov. 14:21) 

f1'")Q.fc P> ·yY /Jin/\// re. Ch f 0/[">()t:J and ')ere according to 

the commentators, means: assured of health, long life, 

and prosperity. Indeed the passage in Pa. 41: 2-4 "'f....,1 

' -;,/01 !';;•Ire IZD>j~ ry_,,..p {,cf =¢.re;:> '><2.{c' ( ,.,, (} 'I h--we I 

f fn., _r.:>0>· f.,oerr L 19 c_,..,')r fr J./nr. 1 a1aborates 11pon the 

term. It implies deliverance from trouble, longevity, 

:raesoue from enemies, mitigation of illness, and happiness 

in various forms. One's giving results not in the diminu­

tion of one's sttbstance but its increase {P11ov. 11 :24J25) 

(t2.J/' ";}.;:,?;:> Ca:) .1/o()r1f !'C '1(!.ff'/' ren/ 3/y Po!)! ?ja:>l'I (!.J 

(c_.-., /, (cf 1'J pcf 7>hN/ • Never does benevolence eventua. te in 
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lack for the giver (Prov. 28:27a) 

The charitable person will, in due course, acquire the 

wealth of which God will punitively deprive the poor per­

son's oppressor (Prov. 2S:8) ../'>/:Jy,r::i/ /!Jr:J !Jf") '";).::>?N 

j)!J"l'' "''/; j!h(; 11Aga1n, the compensation motive 

is not entirely without merit. If people delayed with 

their benevolence until their motives were absolutely 

·pure, the needy might in the meanwhile perish. We oan 

hardly improve upon the standpoint of our Talmud which 

holds that, while wiselfish giving is -better than utili­
~ 

tarian giving, utilit arian giving is better than no 

giving at a 11. 115 

Benevolence is praised, rewarded, and legislated~ 

but it is a.lso necessary to t aka notice the:t benevolenoe 

possesses theological implications'~ The wise men drew 

the conclusion that any person who pppresses the poor is 

identified with that man who blasphemes God. Howeve1", 

any man who is gracious to the needy, honors God (Prov. 

14 131 ) Ji·.>{ ( ln I~"'"'" I h QY =(!, (1 [; re..r ,; This same 

thoug~is expressed in economic language but in a theo• 

logical theme whe;n Prov. 19: l 7 avers that /1'n '7l 101 7'l I Cv 
/ ( ~k1 /C;/ /;. God is actually made the benevolent 

man-' s debt<:>r'• 

5 
Oronbaoh,, Abra.ham, The BibJ.e and Our Social Outlook, ng·~ 50. 

. I. 
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Correspondingly is the lack of charitableness re­

proved. A curse awaits him ttthat hideth his eyes" (Prov. 

28: 276;) ___ ,, .. )~1cr1 ;:::.; @;->J..., /~) /.:Jiy ~· ~rf/ and "whoso stop• 

path his ears" shall himself cry and go unanswered (Prov. 

21 :13) j¥' ref/ (c'">J'' (cl:> PC b ./\ f tr_jrl !J5tc ftlCtc ·~ An­

ticipated here is the "Manner for manner" so famil.ia.r 

in later Judaism. As the context indicates, the neigh ... 

bor, the){/-, in Prov. 14:21 re.Cit? (7.>y?(5.:::J whom it is 

sinful to despise,, is a neighbor who is poor. Sulz-

berger is of the opinion that " the O') and the 

were probably alternative expressions ;meaning the day 

laborer."6 We have already noted (page 15) how ..... also 

with intimat:tions of 11manner for ;manne1 ... n -- tmchari·ta.hle-

ness can be ptmished by the visitation of want (Prov~ 

11 :24) 'J fD11/Y/ (tc ?_ew 7efl/. This identical pl"'ino:tple 

is expressed in ps-9 109:10,, 11,, 16. f?I fJ 1
;:::, fY!J1 "Y"ljl 

'3on p /<L-y > .::.S re( 'Jere /Yt -· · (ylft P 11f J5~t/ ... f'he1 
/'f>(N( ~~r -:Jfr:vj/ jfiNtcf :Jo er1c ~Y/ • 

It is interesting to note that this spirit of bene­

volence is formulated into legal language by the Penta­

teuch,, and there are two institutions which are record ... 

ad in the Pentateuch which convey a spirit of oompassinn. 

6 Sulzberger, Mayer, The Sta.tLts of Labor in Anoien~ Is1,ael, 
Page 7. 
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They are the Sabbdtical laws and the laws concerning the 

Peah. In Ex'• 23: 10 .-/'Jc _/\d?>lc) ?~IC /l/c Y">f/' ~e e_e,/ 

f' ,,.,0 J /we / f;c1 p e qjl :jCNl,1> fir ;:-,e.) I . -;;,.1clr 

r />' s ( 7-=( -::>ey. I ~ ':W,-;, /' 1n I l0 ""v>' I the Israeli t,e farmer i. in­

struct ecl to sow his land and aocummulate its produce, 

but he is instructed to let his land lie fallow on the 

seven th year'~ He is to do this so that the poor of his 

people may eat as well as the beasts of the field. Lev. 

19:9, io and 23:22 /'rcD '7>Lj) 1c( ~.::.911( >'~..., /''c f"-0...,gj'~I 
""'l''' ;::, 51> I' > d (1 ft r c-}'r;. ,J ('SI' Cpl! r..,g.i',, 7se 

;;:::.~ · ':'>{,c ~-J..,, jrc describes the benevolent law which is iden-

tified as the Pea.h. In this law the Israelite farmer is 

enjoined to leave a corner of his field so that tb.e poor 

might glean there and thereby sustain them.selves. The 

man who owns the f:t0lc1 that he ploughs is fu.1"ther inst~uc­

ted that when he gleans his field, not to glean it. thor ... 

oughly. He is compelled by l,a.w to leave some of the har ... 

vest on the field so that the poor might collect it. 

Both the Pentateuch and the books of the Bible that 

are under consideration commend benevolence for the needy. 

The Pentateuch legislates it. wh:J.le the other books p:r.aise 

it and reward it. 

At least two passages within our purview clepi .. eoate 

the ohal"ging of interest an a.ct legally prohibited in 

) 
! 
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Jr ~ 1cr ?W'( :.lo,.,/\IC IN lf" /lfl 
Ex• 22 : 24 -, I?;\ ~-

?eJ /,{y f fiv'l/' 1J ·'!');-'' Lev, 26 : 35, ;16, 37 ~''"' fl iY' fr 
I - ,,r /'""1rr iii f Jr ,J //'>/' ,,r ?°' •J . - -/> , ;:, y.1 /'U f('d' J r /_,re /-"/I and Dent , 23 I f 0 • 21 /!., ("J l r7rJ le/It! 

prJ ?'el' tr ?rn ft{/ f'i!.p •O.:>J ( 0-' -,Qrc ..,.,3 l r~ Crc 
'1,-.r fl. ·? :> JI' l,o_f c cf:,, v T. !3' 11 f i_, '"' («> {; ;i /-, ' ? 0? NI 

'l~'J r and prophetically condemned in Exek. 

18:8. 13. l? '0'(1' ':>'I> ~l-:>.·-fl/l' ref J't'N>/l/ //l' ref /!/.:J 
N'Q,.., :JYrr . 1nl flJ'( .,/) ·~)/)~ fN (VN . -:J/.,,, ~~re ~rc.J 

:;'Ir(}' -:vn -~flj"(rc(p'~V) j-'0 fs>, '~ Forebearing to lend on in-

terest is,, in Ps. 15: 5,, ~(,;( UtY' tef ·- l-JN /.Y 1cf f&o..:J 

listed among the qualitifications for dwel.l:tng in 

the rjord 1s tabernacle; while, according to Prov. 28:8,,' 

!} g ;,.~' ,,,{; {Jfl,{ /'>' <> '>/> f '{':JN !)1 ·' "',.;> ?II' one who, by ohar­

g ing interest, aoqu1J'.•es weal th will soon be t1:1vested 

of th1?J. t weal th. Such an ex.pl oi ter is the anti thesis of 

one whom the pooc' find gracious. This passage, like - " those in Ex od.us and LeviticL1s and like the juxtaposition 

of Ezek. 18:8 to Ezek• 18:7, shows that the interest re ... 

ferred to is not on investments in some industrial cov-

poration but inte1 .. est on puny su.ms lent to needy :tndiv:J .... 

duals to tide them over some acute stringency. 

The subject of interest fol"' money loaned oil A'~J,1') 1 
' 

increase for victuals loaned was an important fea.tui•e of' 

labor conditions in the ancient world. The wages or other 

~ 
l· 

'' I., 
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compensation must have been so scanty that whenever 

anything beyond the ol"dinary 0001:1.r-red in a laborer's 

family, he was compelled to resort to a loan to tide 

1 t ov~~:i::·. For this loan interest or increase was exact-

ed';. No one but the employer would lend the money to 

these laboi"ers and there was praot,ically no opportunity 

to pay it back. The natural effect of this condition 

was that the poor laborer would find it necessary to 

work a lifetime, and then in vain, in an effort to re ... 

duce a debt which was steadily on the increase. The 

la.borer under such conditions bE:>oa.me barely indistin­

guishable from the slav·e • 

The result of this oondi tion was an orclinanoe 

which forbade the charg ing of interest for loc.ms to 

the tJ} (:E!x. 22:24 and afterwards to any Is1"aelite 

who had become impoverished (Lev~ 24 :35 ... 3 17), an.d 

finally to the sweeping prohibition to take interest 

from anyone but a n::>J,7 a. f'o1"eigner in the true sense 

of the word. (Deuto 23:20,, 21). The effect of this 

legislation reached beyon.d the protection of the Is­

raelite. It practically a.otecl a.s an obstacle to the 

7 With respect to taking interest from a foreigner,, and 
the pi"ohibi1:,ion of taking interest from any class of 
Israelite the institution of the -:;")t:'r1e sheds additional 
light on the subject. In Deut. 15:1-3 we are informed 
/31 l>(!fi [yN I:. Cl,ye -:1Gtve./) 1~'3'"D)/. "Gve ;">Q~ ~:Jfl r~t~/)/ 
; /\/( .01:; .. ,1(-,.cr{ru rn[ 'J l/t'71c/)1rf /7'01/v< O(' /rf 1-:ir'")::J ~q;y/ -<~,.( 13' ve4,,/\ !'17K /V< 7f 01,1 r -ierrl {f(J\ ,..., ;,.} • 

Page 24 
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developement of commerce. It favored and sti~ulated 

agricultural activity. Like all prohibitive measures, 

there were those who violated it. Apparently there were 

many who saw an opportunity to increase their wealth 

through the violation of this fwidamental law. Thus, 

both the Psalmist and the Wise men were prompted by this 

viola ti on to lift up their voices in protest. 11He that 

putteth not out his money on interest, nor taketh a bribe 

against the innocent,, He that doeth these things shall 

never be moved''; (Ps. 15:5)" 11He that augmenteth his 

substance by interest and increase,, Gathareth it for hibn 

that is gracious to the pool"' .. (Prov. 28:8) 11 In Psalms 

37 and 112 we find the term 11 lendeth" which has the mea.n ... 

ing of giving w:tthout intei•est. 

the term may even mean to give the p:r.>incipal wi thou.t ex-

peating its return. In other words, "Lendeth11 ( ~">!£,,) 
may signify commtmity charity. 

It is important to pbserve that if a man loaned 

money to a fellow Israelite, assuming that he loaned it 

to him without interest,, and, if the, money was not re­

turned within seven years the creditor was to release the 

debtor from any obligation. Thtls in addition to prohibit­

ing the taking of interest, a man who loaned money with­

out. the interest s tipula tion,~1- was in danger of losing 

'! 
! 
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his principal if the money was n9t returned within 

seven years. In this: case, however, as in the case of 

interest taking, it was permissable to hold the stranger 

to his obligation to return the loan even if the time 

limit went beyond seven yea.rs. The '?..::>) clause, thus 

made it possible to continue some semblance of' economic 

life. 

The Hebrew word for "usury" is ft!J which literally 

means "a bite"~ It probably derives this name from its 

painfulness to the debtor. Lending on usury is classed 

by Ezekiel as among the wOJ:>st sins. The ideal man is 

one who 11 putteth riot out his money on interest, nor 

taketh a bribe against the innocent." 
.......... 

The Book of Proverbs also contains aamoni•tions 

against the removing of landmarks8 Prov., 22:28 /k 
/y.~rr !el' 1-l;;~ fk1 cfo/' and 23:10 /')[r /INC' <'!0 ;;< 

• The passage in Prov 23:10, " Ktj' £ f'l'!Vfa' '.Ye,.,/ 11 , 

8
verinder,, Frederick,, MI Neighbou.r' s Landmark,, pg. 40"; 

"In arable la.nd, the u's"lia.1 15oundary 1Ine-rs a f'u1"row of 
double width, with a stone set up at eithei, enc1. 11 

8
According to Hastings, James (Editor) A Dictiona~ of 

the Bible Dealin with Its Lan.guage Literat:hre'" ah-··c0n. ... 
tents. Vo • L , pg. ,,, , a andmar was an o ec sue 
as s't:one, a heap of stones, or a tree w:i.th a ma1"'k on its 
bark, intendec;l to ma.rk the limit of a field, a fa.rm, or 
the property of an individual." 
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like the invective 1,n Job. 24 :21 shows that 

the removal of the landmark implies foreclosu1--0--fore ... 

closure of property belonging to the ppor--a type of 

rigor which the Bible severly condemns. In Deuteronomy 

19:14 .PJ!rtrc1 !f:yl 1 r!rc ('5'"> ~! r!'<Y' rcfana 27:17 

(';) 0") flr1 / 1o,IY Ihle such liberties with landmarks were 

forbidden by law • 

Thus the boundaries of. the family allotments were 

carefully marked and the sanctity of the landmarks were 
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p:ootected by the public. A solemn denunc:J.ation of. a 

cL1.rse was invoked against anyone who should dishonestly 

tamper wj.th thel}l.. This ou.rse against those who move 

the landmark is recorded in Deut. 27:17. It reads 1hc 

I~""'' !Zr' r!'o,y·~ 
The lana,mark, the ref o:r.~e 1 was a)neans of recording 

a man's original possessions, and if a man lost his 

possession between Jubilees, the lWldmark was not to 

be moved, since at the next Jubilee• it would indicate 

how much land was to be returned to him. Like the law 

in Ex, 23 :6 /i:J''")';:::. /}Ille C'&eff ;,r;._ ttf and like the 

excoriations in Isa, 10:1, 2 /it 'fl)/) J)1f'p/J.) 1/,.,) 

p/.0( 1N-r '!/'r C~er1 (jt'/i ;o1/3 j'3tV _/'>IC;-,(~ hYfa't0p-:Jf'/I 
. /jtJ' ~ 1rvfi 1 ./Itel ~ 1ffe ~ryfc 

' 32: 7 /(~) {:>I'){) f (,,:) 1(.,/ 
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C aJ<lA /!. -'f < '> i>J ;;) '> f" e '')r{ r r "' I' '!fr c ~ ( f, /'> /,., j 

Jer, 5 :28 IC.xuJ ~Jf. .. rr CQJer>1/ ;..., ff y l'>I/>' f 3 !)3 rJ /'3 
22 t 3, 16 r'e )[ 3'N' il§r' I f,J,, I ~ f3'j I Ca>etv IC!; 

f'~N;) rc<i)~, frc 'jli foJ/ (orvryi ({({-!/'fie yrrk /()!/it I'll/ 
(( 0 -...re~ ~ 1 !/lrrc;:J }a>.:> 111}-;-.,(/--:va.f '-'}>J! 

'7'I )~\ Amos 5:12 J' 

Mal·. :3:S f>l/p'f ytVh ~'.:>e '(<!'6?1 ·-.CaJ(Ltvf ~v'k '/>~..,/'/ 
...,f 1{11 I Prov. 22 :22 kl ref;-, b u ~ /jr./' k 

"1 rel~ :_J~ {c.J3~ vigorously admonishes justice to 

the poor in the la.w court,. Default in this regard 1s 

branded as robbing the poor and crushing the needy. 

Upon those by whom the poor are 111 used, our Bib­

lical books heap overwhelming censure. The oppi~assor 

of the poor, according to Prov. 14.:31 r;I? ~ (e't 
/l·~rc f'n /e1r:>;;,tvtVI ('0e,y and the mocker of the poor1 ac­

cording to Prov. 1 17:5 ft;>{l"f({n e?( cfYfcommit blasphemy 

against O·od whil~ ace 01•ding to Ps. 109 :16 le f 1e1c /rt 
f f1::>fcl ')Y etc {j-,i/ '301} p/tv ').;:)j persecuting the poo~ 

is conduct befitting the most despicable villian. Prov'~ 

22:16 is interpreted by Baethgen9 to convey that the op­

pressor will by Divine ruling, lose his wealth to his 

v:Lotim~ Also ignonimy awitits him, aoco.Pding to Ps. 14:6 

9
The a.utho1" is indebted to Dr. Abraham Cronbach for this 

r•ef'erenc e. 
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~ o/IN " f 7l ' • ::> k_,., /' '.)r /'jy if, with Bae thg en we 

emend pj__Yinto -"""'g_~ and translate: "In their plans 

against the poor, they come to shame." 

These thoughts t:J,re implemented by a variety of 

metaphors. There is the picture of the poor person 

who, acco1•ding to Baethgen 1 s explanation of f h 1 in 

Ps. 10:2, JNen /)p!N jN.v fe~ 1 :.ff (>&1 -oe) p/;rc~ 
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burns up with angu.ish because of the grievances which he 

has to suffer. In Ps. 10:9, ~..>o..::> "':)'"")fcJ ~or1;:l ~vc/ 

lj&~ /ue,N10 :JY ff C11 1 :JY ffcnf ~-.1,1 the impoverished 

victim of the oppressor resembles the prey bagged by 

the hunter or caught in a net by the trapper. The 

slaying of the widow, the stranger, and the fatherlesslO 

(Ps. 94:6) /119.v tu1rvf. 1
/ (f'">:;-, 1 >ct/ :y,.,ftc or the murder of 

the needy by the sword-w~ilding, bow-bending exploiter 

is another of our metaphors (Ps. 371.14 f:l 1oe) ftyJv ~)fl 

lOir'he widows and the fatherless are object.s of sanctity. 
They are the revered subjects of God. If Iara.el was a. 
holy· congregation, its widows and orphans were holier 
than holy~ It is interesting to note that a (one who is 
fatherless) is considered an orphan. Apparently a mot­
herless child is not considered an orphan in the sooiol6 ... 
gical sense, since the concept was developed on an e:~o ... 
nomic basis. A child without a father was in an egonomic 
predicament. He has no provider. The widow was a victim 
of the same situRtion~ As a consequence, :T.t wa.13 nocessa.r•y 
to protect the material interests of the widow and the 
orphan. 
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• Prov. 30:14 /./'i¥/p"' _/)l.::Jrcf'll lye. /\ r:nn ?/) 

combines the figures of' a rending beast and of a 

heartless assassin. If, with the LXX:, we read Prov. 

2a , 3 "' n ( ,,,,/ f3. .,, Cv "'' [, f e,y/ e, "•cl not e , but ¥ e>J 
that passage also applies to our present thought, The 

oppressor is here likened to a rainstox•m so violent, that 

~ its benefits are nil~ 

"The oppress:ii.ons that are done undep the sun" a:t'e 

among the ha.ppenings that imbue Ecce 4 :1 /\")t j><!..,)'.') ~ 

eN(!,';) ../'lfl/i to'(! .. :'!) ')Qfcwith gloom and pessimism -- SUCh Op­

p'):i:essions leave the poox• v:J.ctims without hope of consola­

t:t.01;..f. mitigation, or cure. On the othE.'>r hand,, Ee c. 5: 7 
fj;,11_,') fr 'DIY/)I) ;;, ~)'.:YN;:, -;,ft:Y' (3Jf Caerv 0ct1 e., le~ /Uff 

~i:\ , r r- fo , ":) ~ r11 ~ <l- ';) ::,(7 rr,,.,, --:;") c::.rf' ';) 
affirms the faith in a Div:i.ne justice that will. call the 

t :1 i 11 " oppressor to count., According o D .. G., S egfr ed , Eco. 

4 :1 li:s tne u;lf,,teranoe pf a pess:i.mistic philospher, while 

while Eco. 5:7 is that of 

• 

contrasted with such nefarious actions, we have in 

Ps. 72:2, C'~(!,.J~ /''y/ (3~~ ll'IY /1.Y/ the suppl:i.oation 

ll~~he author is indebted to Dr. Ab1"'aham C1•onbach for this 
reference. 

.. 
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that the rul.c~r may judge the poor with justice and in 

Prov. 31: 9,, /l'rJ/(.J '')'lf j 3 I {a.9 Ge ('<iJ o/'.:> the counsel 

delivei"ecl to King Lemuel by his mother that he 11 Plead 

the cause of the poor fJ.nd the needy" 111 A similar ad­

mon:J.tion is add1"essed to the judges in Ps. 82: 3, 4:, 
~ 1 oe.1 3'"' /fi~1r1 h 1Cf 0> lf'd8,, e')1 .:Jr ~y. 11 b /Cc:De 

I[!]_.., whE->re the pool" are l.iter~ally poo:t• indiv:l.duals in 

the economic sense. In·Ps. l.09: 8 1 16 the offender 

is aimounced /"'' ii1r1rc fl/}' !/' 3rcf) ~1Crh' 11

/1/f /, ·"' 
--:>1,-yJ lf~r( ifO Vic- l'f-, 1/ .3-011 ./>le:y ...,.;:)) 1cf··)(zfC' 

t' ../'\/lby/ N~r • 
Prov. 14:31 /£;:.re j-Jf> J~i=l:Jriex.tols the man who., by 

treating the poor graciously, honors God. 

There are two institutions, the Sabbatical law 

Pa.go 31 

and the laws of' the Jubilee , which ar•e reoorded in th e 

Pentateuch which have a direct bearing upon oLtJ:> subj eot. 

Without an understanding of these two institutions the 

praiseworthy statements on b<~ha.lf of ~he ppor and the 

needy in Psalter, in the book of Prove:t:>bs and in the 

book of Ecclesiastes are merely empty aspirations and 

ambiguous utopian ideals. They must be analyzed in 

order to give oLtr subject its full s ignifica.nce. 

In Ex. 23:101 "we find the fot.mda.tion laws of the 

Sabbatical T.iegal System." It reltds: ../'\fC o")jl' t">'j<l Qe/ 

fl' r ( (f'.:,1c/ ~e0/ ycrrep ./\'r1
Nrl•)/ ?J'ifcl/\/VC_/l°!otC/ 7.f.l/c 

r j l IVJ<> ;") 'J'I I, ;-) 3 e;) /" n r.'Y' /0 ~./\ 11 ~ ?"' y :) t ""( c ; It is 

obvious that this la.w found in the book of Exodus pos-
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sasses an humanitarian tone and that the purpoBe for 

not reaping and harvesting the crop was to en.able the 

pooi• and the bea.sj;s to eat the crops. The real mean­

ing of Ps. ll2:9
3

y(p3tvY /p1'""138 ~t~1<( 1/lJ ">~ Prov. 

11 :24 ") fonrv{ 71c 1e
1
N ~efl/ 3/-y r ojJ ?jDJN e' and Ps'• 

~'Jf·.)f c c1cav :JY '3 ";) /::), 7>Q;y, , ..:> , AY~' is 140: l~> -/ . v - fillll:y 

a ttain.ed only when we i~ead this law recorded in the 

book of Exodus. In oth01" wo1"ds, that man who opens his 

field, his vineyard, and his oliveyard to the poor on 

the seventh year• will be exalted by. God ~nd in the fiend 

of days" he will. ben.J~fit materially·~ Also, to leav-e a 
0 e:Mi .. \J F)r,\( (:. i ,fu 

field lie still ·1s the l"ight of the needy~ This is no 

ohari ty. It is a right. 

In Lev. 25: 1 ... r1 _;))e,.)/ .. 7 :;;e_ -y;.., f/' tv:Je (e --
,J ?·v-[1> fJla>°/''' .~,r."'\ ,~, /Y..;.e p~e ../\'a'pQ;, 

· ·-7 ( t,r;,/! f'v(h1c;)/J"Nl AN~ -:'ii'.'')/ 1 0 
r ./. / ' ·· ") :.1/)/) I the law 

Page 32 

is modified., Du1~ing the Sabbatical year it made common 

to all the spontaneous growth "that the poor of' thy~'' 

people may eaMff11 It secured to the stranger, the father­

less, and the widow, the immemorial right of gleaning'~ 

It secured for the wayfarer the right to satisfy his 

hunger from the growing crops. 
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The law of the Jubilee made special provision 

that each generation should have equal right to the 

Page 33 

use of the earth. Hence,, special prov:tsion was made to 

secu1 .. e, once in each generation, a restoration of the 

original right of equal access to the natural oppott ... 

tunities of labor. In other words, if in the course of 

a generation a man lost his property, the property which 

was his fa.m:1.ly right, it would be restored to him. In 

Lev·. 10 :5 we learn P pre ..,,'II :_Je F>' f!../ft/fJ ~e. pre j}<Z.311 I , 
. · <21/c Ppt::Jr;j 10.J( 01;1' <c 1, '/;) '0' ve 1 lvf=Rrc~ ?/~~ 

( :::ie; !J-.nv:zry £ e11tf f;. 5wc k,. No man in God Is eyes owned land', 

The land of Cana.an was held from God on lease,, by the 

families of Israel.~ At the end of fi ty yea.1"'s al 1 the 

leases fe•l due simultaneously and God made a fresh grant 

of the land. for another fifty years. Hence, the Hebrew 

who, voJ.untai-•ily or through compensation,, "soJ.d his land" 

sold not the ownership of the lHnd, but the "fag end" of 

the ].ease. Lev. 27:22-24 ";)41e_IV ref .... arc 0/fN -;),§'e_ pre "rel 
~~ .n {.:l'o~)./'"~N ~'' /:;,.:> -> If e"nJ . '";)/,..,,( e.,1.sj'1' I/ 5n1< 

lrJi.~ -:'f-::> ·"' h .f ~/' le /nn Jb/."' {"Y'f .~ p 1r /1/1 (.;, .) 
Cf,rc-"'> .J'~fl/£ 1( 1e.,, r /pref( I 'Jr ·)e1,f -;)a e.") "/e, \~ 
Those,, therefor•e,, who speak of our Sacred Literature 

as being on the side of the successful are in grave error. 

The facts which we have presented are a p1--oof of this 

.1udgement. 
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Fiml.lly;• within the social. field, the respective 

books of Psalms, Proverb, and Ecclesiastes offer material 

relating to wax• and peace. 

The Book of Psalms contains matter of a highly mili• 

taristic and imperialistic tenor. An outstanding example 

is Ps. 18:33, 35, 40, 43 1 -:3' 3f'l/IV···{a J"l5tcf\I,-, £~ 
':'>Nflftv( !n j"> ~'</'/ ~-- y.--Y/) f --;,Q/f}_) pr!_p ·~jl 7\Nof,..,f 

Cit.:J nh :.)OJ (r ")c2J"OJ .lb(ll er('/ · ~ -:/'ry\ 'rt/' Y 1>J/' 

/i:l/''-.,tC.J'ff/n~ Similar is the passage in Ps. 60:8 "'>P:J3 J(:>•,..,frc 

·y3"'/cr.J.:>-o /'NY/ to~e ;'>l'r;,'( 1Sforc i£ f<2.3pi:) repeated in Ps~ 
los:9 'rrnr1 ":Bl7'>• f<!J,') 5{Ytv fo•').orc/-;,VIV ,f .3?Jfrt1f~ 

According to several passages, milit.ary ventures, 

being attended by Divine help, are certt:linly favoi-•ed with 

Divine commendation Ps. 21:13 {'":>/''tV.V F:>vfl /Nj''e/' ' . .) 

("))) 'Jv fr jJbl Ps. 47: 4 !)(ft!__) /"~ ~11vrr:D ~ 'l'f1p ~''Yr -..~ Ps ·~ 
60:12 !)'/'lr".::.f ;;a~';") k rcJfl rcft !)/' ?}5 ~':)h ·"'pk re{) 

Ps. 108:11 p.3/e.$"Y !l:J'N ....,g;:."' 'll"(ll:l# .:Jl1 'd Ps. 118:16 

Cn :;--, Q;y j)/'";\' /'"'' ~ 19 ~/). ':") 1~ I /'£'' Di in i t ~ • v e ass s -

ance is often deemed a more salient factor than human 

exertion in the promotion of victtn"y ps. 20:7 1p'1f.31 j\r 
1Q.,' .A/'\f~!N f<!3l' wQ.N fji 1 fn'<UV 1>/? 1 '6 1Q/;-, '.> Ps. 33:lt6, 

1'1 r.rf fr r):> -~•re.") 'i)3~r,/ 1;::.t/fc .:l'N yr,J,, '/I/Ir!'".>. 

731Jfl;:,J"'e/,"->Ps. 44:6, 7 "rf..JJ!)'')_g /N 
.... 



Ps. 48:13 

There is also soun.ded, however, the note of diver­

gent purpo1•t. In Ps .. 100:? "'rvfl( ( r;,N~' "'lt\) 3 rr •,:)/ fo/h :Jk 
the desire for peace is, at least professed. Like 

the modern propagandist Ps. 120:7], 

8blames the war on the 

enemy.. Otherwise, encoaiums on peace are unqualified 

Ps. 14'"1:10, 11 f)g.._,, eric;-... 1(/o,;J tcf~IJ' ol-oo _p,.../o/~ rcf 

r /3D(}( ':'ifn·rv·) ,!'I< ''IC>J /''{ '7>/D, .-)Jt") Ps. 29:11 ';)/,--,1 

?ii<lr> (NY pie {>i.)' -::f 0 1 /P' fNY( JY.. There is no need 

for infe:i:•ences when we consider the attitude of the 

Psalmist to peace, to peace whether it be pe:r•sonal, 

national, or international. The Psalmist is looking 

forward to an era when strife will disappea.p·and peace 

will reign when he exhorts, (Ps. 46: 9, J.O) f5n /.of 
pl N (\ (r.1 ../)';::, 'L/4/ ~re..'.::\ ../'\Irv (J_ p e ..... Q/( 0 I,') I /I I ftQ>/'{ 

~/(;> e.,_. pJ(rv P.)flcf?9i, I ..,,,,,, pai' ce,,.) ,,~ .... .30'. The linkage 

between peace and righteousness, so notably propounded 

in Isa. 32: 17 ';\~g., _/) ~ / ~ti ~ ;f'e ':'>/'l,98,....., -;) Q.,--y/V r> • .) / 

J> f 3l n C .,j ~"e,.) rea ppeers in Ps, 85 : 11 /I Jtfp ~ ",,. ./' "Ir 

Ip~ ~'NQ/V l3J/ .. 

Page 35 
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Not unrelated to the subject of wm:>lcl peace is the 

adj ura ti on in Prov , 2 O : 22 °/r>' ( '7> 
17' '{, ""'"' ~It "'"''0 fl ( 

7\ YC?.. 11 against returning evil. for evil a.nd In Prov. 

241 i l '1 ( ;:,( fcti (,, /(e::.,:;/ ~IV lJ' frc { i> 'f k 'iv'> agairts t 

rejoicing at the discomtitnr~of one's enemies~ we as­

sume, of course, that an individual's views on questions 

international will not remain uninfluenced by his ideals 

of personal relationships. 

CONCLUSION 

Before summarizing the conclusions of the various 

sub-titles it is necessary to consider the source 

material and other studies that have been made on the 

subject. 

The ma teria.l, the secondary sources, availe.ble 

on the subject selected by the author• was eXlJeedingly 

sparse. Most of the monographs written on the socioJ.ogy 

of. the Bible; devote little space to the Psalms, Proverbs;' 

and Ecclesiastes. They concentrate their energies on 

the book of Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy whet•e -little interpl"etation is need ed. In these books it is 

a P-rooess of sifting evidence to illustrate that the 

laws concerning the afflicted or e.fflu.ent were evolu--
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tionary. In the case of our study, the Sociological Back ... 

ground of the Psalms, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, the al' ... 

proach was necessarily differer1t. There were no evoJ.u ... 

tionary developements. There was no citing of. law. At 

hest, these books found in the writ1.ngs exp:r.>essed viola­

tions of the law, appeals for mercy and justice, and the 

promise of rewa:i:•ds for those who were godly. Thus, it 

was necessary to take these isolated statements and re­

arrange them in an effort to correlate them to similar 

situations in our own society. Also, there we.s another 

problem that complicated this study. This was the pro­

blem of temperment. In the books of Exodus, Leviticus, 

and Deuteronomy the material is legal and not personal. 

There is no room for personal expression. The law is 

out and dry~ In the books of Psalms, Proverbs, and Ec­

clesiastes we meet moods, temperments and various back• 

grounds. In fact., within the Psalms themselves there 

are shades of despair, despondenoy and exaltation all 

blended together. These writings are t~e records of 

pietists. 'rhe book of Proverbs, on the other hand, as 

sayings of wise men and in many instances consecrated busi­

ness men, a spiritual laity. The book of Ece:les:tastes 

is a collection of realisti.o observations by one or more 
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old men, or men who were deep in their mature yea.rs. 

Yet, while all these observations, opinions, and ex­

clamations stem from sanctified and well meaning 

souls, they were not the p1"oduct of' legalists such as 

the Pentateuchal books. 

Under these consideration it was frequently ne ... 

cessary for the author to interpolate his own inter ... 

prete.tion. In an effort to control these int..erpreta­

tions, wherever possible, he used the legal bfackgrouna. 

of the Pentateuch to guide himself. With respect to 

the laborer, he employed. the Sabb<'.tical and Jubilee 

material of the Pentateuch. The same was almost true 

of every sub-title considered. 

Page 38 

While an attempt was made to reach some type of 

cone lus:ton under each beading, the following general 

conclus:J.on has been studied thoroughly by many eminent 

scholars., on the side of the downtrodden and the op­

pressed, but the books of Psalms$ Proverbs, and Ec­

clesias ·t,es enunoia te the same principles with the fire 

of the heart. The authors of. these books, like the 

prophets themselves, were social crusaders, but it is 

fair to say they were more ret:l,list:Lc than the prophets•; 

TheJ were more definite in designating the abuses. 
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Soriptui•e, then,, by and large,, is on the side of the 

poverty stricken and does not support the status quo 

as many people have endeavored to prove~ 
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