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INTRODUCTION

One of the princlpal beneficlaries of lay Inter-
est in the past two decades among Jews has been the
organization of Jewish communal life; that 1g Jewlsh
secular activities,

Many laymen have come to believe that their
energlies can be given greater expression in the elee-
mogynary flield rather than in the synagogue,

They claim that Jewlsh instltutional 1life offers
more opportunities for a greater number of people to
'be recognized, for more individuals to glve publlo
service than in the synagogue, where the leadership
of the laymen, except in economic matters, is second-
ary to that of its rabbi,

They are also of the opinion, probably due to the
influence of Marxlsm on popular thinking, that religion
in action no longer promotes soclal Jjustlce and that
religious institutions (Viz.--the synagogue and the
church,.,) are only another ingtrument to protect the
vested interests of capitalism and to retain the "status
’quoou

They stgte that the synagogue recelves gifts of
money and leadership from those who are inherently op-

posed to the economlc rise of the masses, and, there-
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fore, the synagogue 1isg pladgd in a state of perpetual
obligation to the large contributor.

Add to this fact of social philosophy the fact
that the philanthropies are now the setting, as well
as a means of social expression, for Jews of Bast
Buropean extraction who have become economically suc=
cesaful,

These late-comers to the American shore are now
gseeking to carve a niche in Jewish communal life which
was heretofore, and still is in many instances, doml-
nated by the famllles of the early Germen Jewish set-
tlers in this country,

This conflict has the community as its battlefield
(Vize==the Board of Truatees of the local Jewish hospital,
the Jewlsh communal school, the Young Men and Women's
Hebrew Asgoclation, the Jewish Social Service Bureau, the
0ld Folks Home, and other similar institutions.); fore
tunately, however, the synagogue has been able to avoid
such community collisions in personalities and the sore
of social philosophles,

Its internal struggle has Zionlam as 1ts source aﬂd'
it is generally rabbinically inspired so that prudent
rabbinic leadership can keep it from reaching fever heat,

recognition on the basls of personal aggrandisement and




find that the synagogue 1s closed to their aspirations,

and those who belleve that synagogal leadership is com=
posed of personalities who represent another economle
stratun and because there ére numerous 1lllustrations in
history of the state utilizing religion as a tool, they
conclude that religion and capitalism are now synonymoqé.

It is the purpose of this study to prove that reli-
gion 18 basgically not an instrument “of the strong and
powerful, even though historically it has been abused
end at tines coungelled by individuals who possess these
potentialitieé@

It 18 the objective of this monograph to illustrate
that it is religion which recognizes leadership and dir-
scts the successful man to his duties and that it is the
religious consclilence in man which ig eternally operative,
so that hls abusive potentislities are continually resw=
tralned, and rerely become reslities for any length of
time,

The title of this study is "THE SOCIOLOGICAL BACK-
GROUND OF THE PSALMS, PROVERBS, AND ECCLESIASTES,"

Within the realm of these Biblical sources and re-
lated material in the Pentateuch, it ig the writer's pur-
pose to correct both the historical and contemporary

false ilmpressions which have mushroomed around formal




religion and to reveal that religlon lg not on the
gide of the strong and the privileged, but on the side

of the poor and the oppressed.




We begin our study by notleing the singularly

honorific sense of the varlous words for poor ~-

Iy, llf«cv , O, fa’, '133, Do@, /"/v -~ in the
1iterature which we are surveying. "Poor" is again
and again synonymous with "good", "righteous",
"virtuous", "Divinely favored", "God centered" and
the 1llke.

 Typleal 1s a verse like Ps. 9:19 /Lgdr kJ/“)
'37f 3k NUY /\(/\/\ //"O?f Noe’, That no¥e of Divine
favoritism for the poor and the needy characterlzes
thig literature extensively. ‘

Thus, in Ps. 69:34, the expression, "His
frisoners", /f’OR'standa parellel to the word for
"needy" ~'/hAY Y That is to say, the needy are, in
some singular sense, Hls. Of simlilar force is the
possessive suffix in Ps., 72:2b, in the expresslion

?Qjﬁ’; "Thy poor"s In some special sense, the poor
belong to Gode ,'_ - _

That word,"Thy poor! in Ps. 72:2b stends parallel,
moreover, to "Thy people" in Ps. 72:2a, Who are God's
peoplef The poor,

Ag 8in the poor are ldentified with the innocent,
as in Ps, 10:8 ()5 DS >~ opoms ’“""JO” AVe vy pe’

v\//af' ﬂqfn/ where the ’j)\/oi" 10:8a 18 parallél to .the
T)QA;(the wrétched one or helpiééé one) of 10:8b and to




the Y o 10:9a and 9b., Almost tantamount to this

lis the contragting of the poor and the wicked in Ps.
37:14 where the Y and the //"Ob’ are manlfestly the
same as the ©'7/Y of v. 11 and all of them the opposite
of thelr oppressors, the ¥es of vv, 10, 12 and the
PYE) of v, 14, Likewlse in Ps. 82:4 //'-o/c/ [3' /5.6
/ﬁgb r~Ye> /4 the K:j/"o)’, the victims of the
¥ stand in antithesis to the ¢, Similarly
does Prove 19:1 rel~/ /’/)030 G/ww /wa//:> O o/l
[aa contragt the virtuous poor with the individual who
is "perverse of lips" and a "fool", Prov. 19:28b /(7
,oj.:: Uicry @5 vates the poor person 7@) a8 the moral
superior of the liar, In Prov. 29:13; PIOON e‘/c/ €)
3/31’ nNYe '6’/4'4’ /@oy the poor is contrasted
with the oppressor, the A’Oy\ e’y |
Essentlally the same as the ~~/X, the poor, are
the /“i//)’ the humble whom Ps. 22:27 Py /ot
33/ monal 77 [z >/ [l /b”’bef/regards 88 gseekers
after God. They came to denote the "godly poor", the
"suffering righteous", the persons who, whether "Bowed
down" or "needy" were God's servents, Iater in Judailsm
the terms U¥anda /¥ came to be synonymous in mean-
ing, and they became two of the more prominent desig-

netions of a party in ancient Israel,




. Prove 28:3 seems to refer to the poor disparaging-
1y: o>/ ¥ ¥ P//é 2R3 ///c ’6’@ Y/ %0 py /o&w/ le

/ORND DY/ 5, But scholers are generally agreed
that the text here is corrupt for 3’69, as the LXX has
it, or for >¢c, The verse should read not "4 poor man
that oppresseth the weak", but "A wicked man (or a rich
man) that oppresseth the weak", |

Of like tenor are the many utterances dilating
up on the place which the poor hold in the affections
of the Most Highs The "poor" except in rare instances,
are the exalted speclal care of the Lord., God remem-
bers the poor (11;8. 9:19) /‘//7\ //"°7 ot "'{O/‘("/"J
37/ 3N P //Y and can be expected to remember them
(Ps. 10:12) A°J¥ 7190 /f/"?’ /C‘é/‘[‘ D/ "’n’/ﬂ a8
the supplication to that end implies. He pities the
poor (Psi"??:lS)fY’p/f Py/a/c f/éy/ //'Q'B“/ [? [B’ o771’
and harkens to them (Ps. 69:34) Moo m iy [f ING 15
He hears their call (Pg, 34:7) o/ /c’>/\ 24 4

T'Q/’3 /yx/vf £M/ Ve and, as the invocation impllies, He

cen be depended upon to hear their call (Ps, 40:18) /i/
//;- ’ﬂ[{ ?»/( yl@)ﬂ/ :/\352” 'foen/ y_;/( /4,3/(/ Y
S’n/c/\ ¥ He is confidently expected to heed the
poor person's prayer (Ps. 102:11) /”ch/\/ ?rﬁj 24%

o et ey




/ and to turn to the poor (Ps, 25:16)

r e o

Je Jx 3N o ! hre /® and to incline His eap
I/ . N

(PS"; 863{§ /(r,a/c/ JY (%] "/_/—D’ ?ijf 1\/’.’\/ ﬁC:) 3/3/";3[0’ k;

- @God favors the poor (Ps. 40:18; 68:11, 74:21), god

grants them an inheritance (Ps. 37:10, 11, ;4) God
moreover, supplies the needs of the poor (Ps. 68:11)
A ﬂ/f/@/@b /'0/\ SNWAYY, 7/\’/'7 (Pss 132:15), He
sustains them in the law court, or, pérhaps, on judge-
mont asy (pss 120¢15) Coter U¥ )2 2 vy s

A1 fkslcs In Pey 12:46 7247 RS hsic APSEN Ry By

/[:)j’ C AR Nl Dt ~ppet ,a/p/c God is described ag
saying that he will place in safety the oppressed poor
and the sighing needy, The psalmist is lauding God in
Psy 18188 N UY SY Spr 4> states that god will save
the afflicted people. God, we are informed in Ps., 72:12,
13 recognlzes that the poor have no one to help them,
so that the poor are given assurance by the Psalmist that
thelr souls, that is their lives, will be saved. In P,
35110 va ,/\5,,,\, oy [r-_?fv 7/fvo W Do %4/7‘ ,/\,V_;o)’ ,{)
/[5}/{»’ //'N(/ Y/ the thoug htis expressed that God delivers
the poof from those who are too strong for him and these
that "spoil" or exploit them. Gotl is supplicated in the
assurence thet His rescue will be forthcoming (Ps. 40:18,

109322). Ps, 70:6 relates that god is the helper and
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deliverer of “the poor and needy, anyd the afflicted re-

quest thet God should come to their aild rapldly. God
gaves the poor (Ps, 69:30) /9/\2)’/@,’ A/c/o/ yY://f/

yoc{eﬁ Nﬁﬁ(. He snatches the poor from humiliatlon (Ps%

- 74:21) P”Q /m’ //'D/F/ J¥ /“/;] ?30.6’ fi's G od rises
to the defense of the poor (Ps, 12:6) Fff(ﬂ’ SO

1( A ¥ed e DI sl /u/p/( N pj/’o/( /\/’\//ca’ " He raises

£

them out of their affliction (Ps. 107:41) //'D/( WM
/\/na)e/v /rcgp pef d/)’q/, and out of their abjectness
(Ba. 113:7) /ﬁ&ﬂ'pwv/A@®@~ 15 W NGw e Tals
same thought is expressed in (Ps, 10:l4k, 18) fﬁf‘ /”'3“0
| ED/' [> f.?/ el G@ef;‘ﬁﬁfywrv e Pl >olp DLY/ -
e v e//cqﬁ,,[3/y’ and PI_'overb 15:256 ?/”4' ﬁf( '“g’/ % Hove
ever, this verse is understood only 1f we take into ac~
count the lend background of the ané ient Hebrews s namely
the sanctity of the landmark and the border, Apparently,
the widow and the orphan have becéme the prey of the
land sherk and the speoalator so that the wise men meke
this reass urlng statement. '
Herdly differvent from the A"/ arve the A7//¥y the
humble whom God supplies with food and drink (P& 22:27)
/)'DQ’/ PW //;/c" and who are to inherit the land (Pes

37:11 q%lc /Q')// P(//Y/f‘
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The Hebrew word for poor possesses a broader con-

- notation than the Bnglisgh equivalent.l We can conclude

from this honorific use of "poor" in the metaphorical
gense, that respect for the literal poor must have exist-
ed first or else the literary use of the term would not
havelbeen employed by the Psalmist, Yei} were it not

for an attitude of compeassion toward the ewonomically
poor this sympathetic usuage of the word "poor" even in

a non-economic sense could hapdly have marisen, Mfe may
admit the contentions of those scholars who assert thaj
lin éddition to J¥ , €, [’:,' and //’0’(, the

orm)is also employed. V¥ rvefers to one who is hume
bled or "bowed down" by adverse circumstances, /Y

- means one who is humble in disposition and character,
- one who pogsesses humility. Thus /Y%, unlike Y

hag from the beginning an essentlally moral and reli=-
glous connotation. Later in Judalsm these two terms,
J¥ and Y, came to be synonymous in meaning,
and became two of the more prominent designations of a
party in ancient Israel. "This party appears on the
scene of history during the period of the later pre-
ex ilic prophets, During the exile and subsequently
1t acquired a more marked and distinctive charscter,
They formed an ‘ecclesia’ as opposed to the worldly
end indifferent and often pagenizing and persecuting

' majoritY. The Psalms, especially the 'Psalms of come

plaint,’ abound with allusions to these two parties,

The God=fearing party are described by many more of

less synonymous designations, such as 'those that fear

or love the Lord'; 'those that seek or wait for the
Lord'!; 'the servants of Gode.'! These are the 7°/UJ

or »JY4 The party opposed to them are the 'wicked'
the "evildoers,! the 'proud,!" (Hastings, James(Editors
A Dictionary of %1é Blble Dealing with Its Language, Iit=
erature and Contents, Vol., IV, ps. 20) Thus, semantically
speaking, the "poor" in the Psalms, Proverbs, and Eccle=-
slastes have a wlde application.




in many of these passages,™the words "poor" and "needy"

allude not to individuals but to the nation, Isréel,
or to some pious group within the nation. However, in
meny of £h@se passages, those words undoubtedly do refer
to individuals. Even where they designate not indlivi=-
duals but the nation or the group, the sentiment they
convey presupposes an indehtical sentiment toward in-
dividuals; otherwise the peculiar force of those words
ag applled to the nation or the group could hardly have
prevailed. The same may be sald of the view propounded
'_ by the scholars who hold that the word "poor" in the
Bible does not always mean poor in the economic sense,
but sometimes means poor in a psychologlcal sense, that
is, poor in spirit, humble, devout, The Bible is the
only literature in the world in which the words "poor"
and "neédy" are not expressions of disdain but terms of
encomium. In English whétever is "poor" is bad, ls ine-
ferior}g
Nor are the poor lacking in qualitles which are ad-
mirable from a purely humen standpoint., Proverb 28:6

2y /c/-"?/ [ o3 Q?)w /\//ws fiﬁ ® >/C contrests the

upright poor with the perverted Bgéé rich while Prov,

chonbach, Abreham, The Blble and Our Social Outlook,
Pe 23=24, .
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28:11 contrasts the alert miﬂded poor person with a
concelted but slow witted rich pergson er/c é}yzalpén
\//77’”’ /'.DN [?/ﬁ’GY, Wisdom and intelligence, ac-
gording to the Bible are not a monopoly of the affluent’,
In énother case a poor and wise child is contrasted
with a king so old and foolish as to be lIncapable of
learning. By sheer intelligence the poor child lifted
himself to royal status,. (Ecc,'4:15) /ooA/.B/T,%Qf
\9{)/ GSSOCYQ’ (C[ﬁ(’,/c ﬁvo) /’,\5 fﬂrv 100/’1/ s An
example of a poor men's abllity is vividly described in
Beee. 9:15., Here we are told that a certaln city was be-
geiged by a great and powerful king. This city had a
small population so that when the king built the bulwarks
against it the city was déétin@d to defeat., The narrator
then relates that there was a man who llved In that city
who wasg poor, yeb ﬁise, angiit wasg this man who dellvered
the city because of his wiédom;ab
"Degpite everythig§ sald at times in the Bible tol
the contrary, the poorlgrav; 13:23 commends the poor
for efficlently unless with Frankenbgrg we emend @/cd
into BC> as we did in Prov. 25:%]are represented as cape-

able of wisdom, integrity, understanding, and of ficienty,"®

3

Sgronbach, Abraham, The Bible and Our Social Outlook, pe. 23
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The poor are also rated ag endowed with superior wisdom
in Eeec. 6:8 (/Y/"’fY J’:OD /S wonf S VIRE
RINAD 3((J /?fﬂf“o”j’/’ iy
A number of passages in the books whlch we are sup-

vieying show their compe.ssion for the poor by expatliating

_ upon poor people's hardships, Prov. 10:15 DCY //“
L IS N'é/\/\/ﬁ’\’ /{Y/\'w/ﬁ jdentifies poverty with ruina-

tion. It 1s deemed no exaggeratlon to asgert that "all

| of the days of the poor'afe oevil" (Prov, 15:15) The text
> observes thalt the poor are scorned by their nelghbors
(Prov. 14:20)A'™> ¥ 'M/c) C> rfe /fﬁ’o f,o(/ o Along
the same vM;n of though pu.lsatingg its way back to the- '!
|

heart of the problem is that another concomitant of

' !
poverty is friendlessness (Prove 19:4) I ﬁ;/’ //a)' _

“,\n\ ,’—57\” > lfe [Wye e Ve do . I/ /D)"-)/y Y

y/va in Prob. 19:7 the author observes that even &

poor men's relatives hold him in disdain. In thelr eyes
he is unsucoésggl and now they look upon hlm as e burdenm,
an obligation. The writer.{s' painfully remerk, €y e [)
y/wv ’Tm !:s)'w > é”\ «fC's Readily is the wisdom of 8
poor man forgotten, though 1t suffices to rescue a clty,
(Bee, 9:15) SIED e /c/T) C[r/ /b_ofl /:>o/v e'/e D /cyn//
oo /-‘Oﬂs\ Q"m/s/c 94 el pa/c/ y\NDﬂJ; Also that wisdom 1s
likely to Dbe ignored or disdained (Ecc., 9:18) %
N‘)’M\a/,;qc (e [~a3l poverty is also listed as & punishment’,
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It is a 1ike,p@nlshmant for those who violate the poor
and needys. In Ps, 109:10, 11, 16) the oppressor is in-
formed that his punishment will be: "Let his children
be vagabonds and beg -~ let strangers make spoll of hilas
1ebour =~ becauge that he remembereth not to do kindness;
buE persecuteth the poor and the needy man,"
Noted also 1s the fawning supplliant attitude to
which the poor are reduced (Prov. 18:23) N OZ/ fﬁ/zé9°
,«[5X‘3/77.a@fm/e>, This naturally comports with the
poor's subordination to the »ich (Prov. 22:1 a 7€ 37
R Y~y That poverty can lead to delinqu@noy is anothkeR
4wme ovil precipitate of which our literature takes coge
nizance (Prove 50:9) et i Al 1pens | yaer /o
e re y\e&/\/ //NDJ(// e Jals
" Nor doesg this compasglon for the poor flag, as it
would in our own.land and age, when thoughts arise cone
cerning factors of one's own personallty that affect
ona's economic fortunes, Frequently, we hear in our
modern society, successful men make the observation thht
other men are unsuccessful because they are either in-
dolent or stupld. People who have lived through depres-
sion eras recognize that this is a fatuoug statement.
It is now a well known fact that large intarnatioﬁféco~

nomic repercussiong can affect any individual disaster-
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ously and that we personaliYNOan do very little to stop
this’economic avalanche once its deathegeeking rocks
i begin to fall, : i
| The Book of Proverbs ls convinced that one's dilip 1
gence brings ones wealth (Prov, 10:4) =¥ /> 2y e ‘ i
837 /b’.g/')/} 37/ (21:5) [O/ 'y%\//ﬁ/c?%ﬂ/\/ﬂfﬂ/l/ |
”JbﬂN{’7Mr re that a pérson profits if he labors (Prov, it
“# 14;25)§/Jv ﬁ/af.bglff-aa that a man who 1ls industrious ' gé
will not suffer from laeck of food (Prov, 12:11) EL
/0()( (XDQ’ //\NS/C (27:183 28:19) and that he will be ad- N
mitted to the presence of the great _»/§0(Prov, 22:29) :1§
Y000 f/a/\.:)g’/\‘[i) DI’ p'a[f:/ y@f}'\oﬂﬂﬁ YO ko, i
B Wealth is also viewed ag a reward of righteousness (Ps.
' 112: 2, 3) //B _/'n,w RINe) D/ /Y)j o/ f/ea '3/,3(/ y
‘3\K[i/\9w7'£mpiy/‘§A%sa ~'¢¥/ and of such graces as humility end
reverence (Prov. 22 :4)3*¥/'\Q3 9/9’//v75’ Tyyw”FjDV' 35
oY, Wealth is likewlse en up shot of wisdom, (Prov,
3:16) 'pro) ~OY O((/;Cz:la,o C’D(vo/b :yWID I/ 7'7/( (8:8, 2L1;
R1:20; 24:4)s 'The Book of Proverbé also contains the |
contrary view that wealth can only be acquired through
divine intercession. "The Blessing of the Loﬁd;&it maketh

rich and toll addeth nothing thereto." Also, a wise slave ' E
|

can galn ascendency over hils aner‘s profligate son (Prov,

17:2) ¢y /.qo @w faan 387
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_ Many a passage meemwhile proclaims the connection
between poverty and indolence., "He becometh poor that
dealskh with a slack hand." (Prov. 10:4) and /“"3°j3/

154@7 @2 (Prove 23:21b), Prove 6:6-11 offers the
aimile of the hard working ant which the sluggard,
intent upon sleep and yet moré sleep, would do well to
imitate, The alternative is poverty attacking like a
bandlt, assailing like a robber, Part of this passage
is repeated in Prov,. 24:30-54 which otherwise plctures
the deterioration that besets a lazy personts field or
vineyard, Hoo. 10:18 warns against the dillapidation that
befalls a slugglsh person's house., This same thought is
expressed In Prov. 18:9 ,@,;( /C/;{ e L.,o,c[m DD ypev ,Y/.
NN |

Other personal causes of poverty are excessive ine

dulgence in pleasure and carousing (Prov. 21:1%) - Qi
ey (((/NG/ }“ RDlC DIVL DO /i as well as eating
and drinking (Prov, 23:21a) er/e /Zg/ (™D ©> s 1ikewise
the desire to get rich speedily (Prov. 21:58 ) s AL/

—>/om[ /’c as well ag ’tﬁe pursult of vailn things (Prov,
28:19) @o T i 9vl's Wnat those "vain things"
may be seems indloated in Prov, 12:11 "’[:o/) NI éw&//
where the w@rdJk’7W7apparent1y alludes to callings less
worthy and substantlal than that of agriculture so dear

to the author of those Pa8Sapges,




The wise men also note that sexual impropriety is

one of the causes of poverty (Provo 5:9,10) 9‘3h/;m039
_~,5;>Ic(f/j€/ 73’;7 n’ﬁﬂfc[//\/\j /o) 7\/\’-0 n/@_ /( 03/\/\ /;c/ 7.)‘,)9
‘ (Prov, 6:26 -a\a/qxfc/\wc/ rol( 235 %y/f Daere 31

')/g/\ PON (Prov. 29:3) /{'3 3o/’ /\ﬂ/ﬁ 2rsY) « This

is an interesting thought since in our modern society 2

&

&
ig‘“'{if;

that sexual impropriety ls the consequence of poverty. L

we are of the opinlion and we also possess the evidence

Also reckoned as a cause of poverty is failure to
heed advice, This is stated in Prov. 13:18 //4/ )
>0/ /o and, allowing for the uncertainty of the tex},
also perhaps in Prov. 15:8  OV4 Ywe ’C[C’n/ « Among
the causes of poverty, Prov. 14:23 /wc RADL ." ’“3(

~ ban( mention loquacity,

The modein reader is often left to guess whether
the BiH lical author is thinking in societal terms o
in theological terms. Does poverty follow naturally
from unteachableness or from loguacity? Or is it a
punlshment superimposed from on high? There can be
little doubt that the latter supposition prevails in
Prov, 11324@ v"a/oﬂ/v[ ?/0’76’/\/ ?Qﬂ/ where poverty is viewed
ag a consequence of uncharitableness, Efi‘m-—&a-'bher—of
Provi—tisR4—coutd—herdiy-have—supmised—that—uncharitebie-
n.eé-a_] The author of Prov. ll:24 could hardly have sur=-
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mised that uncharitableness makes a person indigent

because it mekes him unpopular in the commmity,

Prove 11:24 1is more likely to have meant that unchari-

tablenegs will incur indigence by Divine intervention’
These reflections, however, do not lmpalr the gene

eral attltude of sympathy for the necessitous, As stated

in The Bible and Our Social oOutlook, "Now, according to

rig 1d logis, it would follow that, since poverty 15 the
punishment for sin and wealth the reward &f righteousness,
the poor must be or must have been wrong-doems, and the
rich must have been saints; poverty would be the sign
of moral deflciency and wealth a sign of moral excele
lences, But the Bible departs from loglc; compassion
crowds out logicu"4
One passage, Prov. 29:13, A%féy/%'oqﬂ @0@/ €>
BEbX Rﬁ:/ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ%n/seems to intimate that poor and rich are
equal, at least in the same sense that the poof and the
oppressor of the poor are equally dependent upon Divine
favor. This same though is expressad in Ps. 49:2  p
//'D(c/ YO¥ 3n! e Ve ,5(/ R3¢ y,\y;
Comporting with these viewpolnts 1g the stressing
of benevolence, | In Ps, 112:9, ﬁs/\?g /W\//’M///\/ 7{9)
3-}'53'5 P/\/\ﬂ”»)\ 37//33/\//)’ benevolence characterized

4 .
cronbaohv Abraham, The-Bible and Our Soclal Outlook, pg. 22,




//"NC‘(‘ ﬁ”[‘( /37 the 1desl women. When Ps. 112:9b says of

ifxfz”éﬁﬁ DD

the ideal man, and in Prov 31 120

such & person 37[/\3""/3/ é‘/ﬂagthe passage means that

~ this porson's merits and prospects of reward are abld-

/I NS AdDD /&OZ(\( D

fC'M /C/D p(/ 7’/3/\//. Never does benevolence eventuate in

inge. That bﬁpﬁcan slgnify "merit" is shown by 1ts

translation, }6\3 in the Targum and by the meaning of

the word '-’)7‘3 in Ezek. 18:20 7””/\ /’/3:’ /Wi?gf) /w/\af
("PB>_~ven /.
The Divine rewards awalting the benevolent are

impressiw7 God will repay the good deed (Prov, 19:17)

o
/[pr’ /nr// é’ ////7 Dl ’A/[y . "He that hath & bounw
tiful eye shall be blessed" (Prov. 22:9), Of the chari-
table, both Psalms and Proverbs use the word 'Ok (Ps
41:2) Db /6[»" > mhs L5 he foew ‘"N (prove. 14:21)
I~elc p'yX/J//)M/ kC//) /77?)":/‘.5.3 and ‘Delaccording to
the commentators, means: assured of health, long life,

and prosperity. Indeed the passage in Ps. 41:2-4 N
/o //a'//c @\;D/,:) /7_/\/\ Jre! o D! (oral |D~eve!

12 O3y ﬁ ﬂ??‘o’ elaborates upon the

terme It implies deliverance from trouble, longevity,
rescue {rom enemies, mitigation of illness, and happiness
in verlous forms, One's glving results not in the diminu-

tion of one's substance but itsg increase [Prov, 11:24j25)
@3/\ DOV Q;é)} ,ﬁ/oﬂ/v[ /’/c ﬂ@/,vfeﬂ/ 3/7 [g/// 9)/0/\/ o




lack for the givéf (Pf;v. 28:27a.) ~ b 7 éﬁ/j}AZ/?
‘The charitable person will, in due course, acquire the
wealth of which God will punitively deprive the poor per=
son's oppressor (Prov, 2558)}/“43LN°//[E;ﬂ°:£/x° R4

J£/£Z7y ﬁ”Z:/éﬂh/; "Again, the compensation motive
is not entirely without merit, If people delayed with
thelr benevolenoe'until thelr motivesa were absolutely
‘pure, the needy might in the meanwhile perish., We can
hardly improve upon the standpoint of our Talmud which -
holds that, while unselfish giving is better than utilie
tarian giving, utilifﬁhrian glving is better than no
giving at 811,"° |

Benevolence 1g praised! reﬁarded, and iegislated,

but it 1s also necessary to Lake notice that benevolence
possesses theological'implicationsi The wise men drew
the concluslion that any person who pppresses the poor is
identified with that men who blasphemes God, However,
any men who is graclous to the needy, honors God (Prov,
14:51)/"9/6/”’ /3-30”//9@)” ﬁ{n /[;: PQ’ ' This same
thougﬂfis expressed In economic language but in a theow
logical theme whén Prov. 19:17 avers that/U%’D/n'TW/L;

/f P{;' /[v// 7. coa s actually made the benevolent

men's debtor,

SGronbach; Abraham, The Bible and Our Soéial outlook, pge

50,
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.

- Correspondingly 1ls the lack of charitableness re-
proved. A curge awaits him "that hideth his eyes" (Prov,
28:2Ys) _A~hren @n/@ /\,/,y ! gw/ and "whoso stop=
peth hls ears" ghall himself ory and go unanswered (Prov,
21:1.55) yb” (cf/ cHOp! (CID /0(‘( 6/\/\)’/(/‘/ \//5& Al An=-
ticipated here is the "manner for manner" so familiar
in later Judaism. As the context indicates, the nelgh-
bor, the ¥/ in Prov, 14:81 /e(/ /®Y9/5s whom it is
sinful to desplse, is a nelghbor who 1ls poor., Sulz-
berger is of the opinion that " the ¥’> and the > X%
were probably alternative eXpressions meaning the day
laborer,"® We have already noted (page 15) how == also.
with intimations of "menner for menner" - uncharitable=-
ness can be punished by the visitation of want (Provs,
11:24) ’)fvf'/v/f/f e 78/7/ This ldentical principle
1s expressed in Ps, 109:10, 11, 16, & (/“;’/31,/ ~7/1
20~y ~ 58 of e fr - {yﬁ// orof 1431 - (Tces

/\,\/mef Pieofl //mc/ J¥ e 3>/«

It is interesting to note that this spirit of bene-
volense is formulated into legal language by the Pentba-
t¢ uch, and there are two institutions which are record-
ed in the Pentateuch which convey a splrit of compassion.

Sulzborger, Meyer, Tho Status of Labor in Anclent Israsl,
Page e
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They are the Sabbdtical 1awsnand the laws concernlng the

Posh. In Ex, 23:10 e faa"/ ?gw/’” s e el |
ﬁ’NT//’D/C /[;Ic/ "7/366// \yCN@ﬂ AFRes/ .Tys/c/ey\
r/\'s( ?’”’(?Qy‘ /2 ”33@9/»//)/ c[/c/s s/ the Israelite farmer is in-
gtructed to sow his land and accummulate lts produce,
but He Ls instructed to let his land lie fallow on the
geventh year, He is to do this so that the poor of his
people may eat as well as the beasts of the field. TLev.
19:9, 10 and 23122 NED I /cf r>hle W’QP/\IC /‘039)\61
o ple DY —xclr/ :j)’[ C’,\g\ (Cf?')'g',\ C/W// fvgpp 7-92-.
O D o Jﬁcdescribes the benevolent law which is lden-
tified as the Peah. In this law the Iasraelite farmer is
enjoined to leave a corner of his fleld so that the poor
might glean there and thereby sustain themselves. The
men who owng the fleld that he ploughs is further instruc-
ted that when he gleans his fleld, not to glean it thore
oughly. He 18 compelled by law to leave some of the hare
wvest on the fleld so that the poor might collect 1t
Both the Pentateuch and the books of the Bible that
are under consideratlion commeﬁd benevolence for the needy.
The Pentateuch legislates it whille the other books praise
it and reward it,
At leést two passages within our purview deprecate

the charging of interest an act legally prohiblted in




Ex' 0004 // DI k[ fw TP e NS "7/; g, AC
o f‘{/ ﬂ //N’(,/\ (c[ wa Lev. 25:35, 36, &7 }/w ﬂ//\ fe
o ) /cf v A PQJP /c(//%/t/ Do - "57\//”9 7’%)
o . //v\ and Deut ., 20.[0 21 /’: P@J vaaref 'e/m/
’Qﬂ uwz” @p moJ[ r =0 ﬁ&3 /- {/ /jr
"We ?o oW Q/CCf/‘,D r 73 /7 foa f’) ) o/ ?om/
w/h&afﬁ and prophetically condemned in Exek,
18184 13, 17 Q' op t/’D P re _ﬁ’&)/l///) /cf//o
RO f¥n inl ﬂ/\f/xub")/\/ 2% f/a DD 3 pred
o DN D ﬂ\f/c(. k31pl rQJ L?t* Forebearing to lend on ine
ol terest is, in Ps. 15:5, /“/7/0”’ /‘/ ?f/'q //y 2 /@03
| listed among the qualitifications for dwelling in
the Lord's tabernacle; while, according to Prov, 28:8,
\[)g;,\' pl/_; [///n//vm/\/ ff/zo ﬂ/" D2 one who, by chare
§ ing interest, & cqulres wealth will soon be divested

“s' of that wealth, Such an exploiter is the antithesis of

one whom the poof find gracious. This passage, like

those in EX odus and Levitlcus and like the juxtaposition
of Ezek, 18:8 to Ezek, 18:7, shows that the interest rew-
ferred to 1s not on investments in some industrial core-
A poration but lnterest on puny sums lent to needy indivie-
/ © duals to tide them 6ver some acute stringency,
a The subject of interest for money loaned of Anp,
increase f&r victuals loaned was an important feature of

' labor conditions in the ancient world. The wages or other




compensation musgt have beéﬁ go scanty that whenever
anything beyond the ordinary occurred in a laborer's

family; he was compelled to resort to a loan to tlde
it over. For this loan interest or increase was exact-
eds No one but the employer would lend the money to
these laborers and there was practically no opportunity
to pay it back. The natural effect of this condition
was that the poor laborer would find it necessary to
work a lifetime, and then in vain, in an effort to re-
duce a debt which was steadily on the lncrease. The
laborer under such conditions became barely indistine
gulshable from the slave.

The res ult of this condition was an ordinshee

which forbade the charg ing of interest for loans to

the gay (Ex, 22:24 and afterwards to any ILsraelite

who had become impoverished (Leve, 24:35-37), and
finally to the sweeping prohibitid n to take Interest
from anyone but a ’7QJ,7 a foreigner in the true sense
of the word, (Deut. 23:20, 21). The effect of this
legislation reached beyond the protection of the Is-

raelite., It practically acted as an obstad le to the

With respect to taking interest from a forelgner, and
the prohibition of taking interest from any clasg of
Israelite the institution of the =d¢w¢gheds additional
light on the subject, In Deut, 15:1-3 we are Iinformed
/3/ Do Fra ls Cipe 2lue) >a3 4. alve Dap 0 Sl Yo Taw

Al Dt Sowe, /mg/\ o ek i DY pe O af Pr3s waeys ’)/é’/(

]3/ (7/7;/\ ff/)t/\/( //.’\fn/ ’)é/(/ 6//\ ~oJ e




developement of commerce. It favored and stipulated
agriecultural activity. Like all prohibitive measures,
there were those who violated it. Apparently there were
many who saw an opportunity to increase their wealth
through the vlolation of this fundamental law, Thus,
both the Psalmist and the Wise men were prompted by thils
violation to 1lift up their volces in protest, "He that
putteth not out his money on interest, nor taketh a bribe
agalinst the innocent, He that doeth these things shall
never be moveds (Ps, 15:5)" "He that sugmenteth his

subgtance by interest and increase, Gathereth it for him

that is gracious to the poor. (Prov. 28:8)% In Psalms
37 and 112 we find the term "lendeth" which has the mean- NG
ing of giving without interest. It is also possible that ﬁé
the term may even mean to give the princlpal without ex« I°
pecting its return. In other words, "Lendeth" (:)AA:)
mey signlfy community charity. o

It 1s important to pbserve that if a man loaned
money to a fellow Israelite, assuming that hé loaned 1t
to him without interest, and, if the money was not re-
turned within seven years the creditor was to release the
debtor from any obligation. Thus in addition to prohibite
ing the taking of interest, a man who loaned money with-

out the interest stipulatlon, was in danger of losing



his principal if the money wasg notvreturned within
seven years, In this case, however, as in the caée of
") - interest taking, 1t was permlssable to hold the stranger
A to his obligation to return the loan even if the time
limit went beyond seven years., The ‘20) elause, thus
made 1t possible to continue some semblance of economic
life.
;"‘g The Hebrew word for "usury" is feJ which literally
o means "a bite"; It probably derives this name from its
painfulness to the debtor, Lending on usury is classed
by Ezekiel as among the worst sins. The ideal men is
one who "putteth not out his money on interest, nor
taketh a bribe against the innocent,"
The Book of Proverbs also contains admonimtions
against the removing of landmarkSB Prov, 22:28 ﬁ;
fy\/w /ey /o//} //a(/ (fy\ and 23:10 /bﬁ)’ /&(’ (fy\ '4(

' - The passage in Prov 23:10, " kop b nVp IPe N,

'BVerinder, Frederick, My Neighbour's Landmark, Pge 40,
"In arable lend, the usSUGL bBoundary Iine 18 & furrow of
double width, with a stone set up at either end,"

8According to Hastings, James (Editor) A Dictionary of
the Bible Deallng with Its Language, LATSTATUTS Bl Con -
vents. Vole LV, DPg. 20, "a Lindmark WAS Bn object such
a8 stone, a heap of stones, or a tree with a mark on its
bark, intended to mark the limit of a field, a farm, or
the property of an individual,"

N
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like the invective in Job. 2432, 4906'J/Aé;{ showé that
the removal of the landmark impliés foreclogsure—-fores
closure of property belonging to the ppor=--a type of
rigor which the Bible severly céndemns. In Deuteronomy
19:14 Pﬂﬁﬂﬂ /[(/ W Py i [o/(o’cys Zl ana 27:1%
/ﬁ53 6&d ﬂﬁbﬂ vAutsuch liberties with 1andmarks were
forbidden by lawe.

14 Thus the boundaries of the famlily allobments were
carefully marked and the sanctity of the landmarks were

&4

| pprotected by the public. A solemn denunciotion of a

curge was invoked against anyone who should dishonestly

tamper with them. This curse against those who move

the landmark is recorded in Deut., 27:17. It reads "hc
[5%> /ny(ﬂanf;

The landmark, therefore, was qheans of recording

a man's original possessions, and if & man lost hié
possession between Jubilees, the landmark was not to

be moved, since at the next Jubilees 1t would indicate

how much land wag to be returned to him. Tlke the law
| in Ex, 25:6 [ana phat (8ex »Ga ) ond 1ike the

! . excoriations in Isa, 10:1, 2 d/t I pfﬁp/7) 75
N/\/;\

/\/—)[‘ WYY Coen [}/f/ /OI/;—, /3 /j.o/ n/rv/\t/x//f‘r?/f/f)j{)\;’/z

523 '7{(/\’\ R'YD /’[‘o ’[D/
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Cé)@n/ //‘A/( SAZa/ ’3,\@ Ivfc D f’ﬂy (;“[’75 /\[vj

Jor. 5:28 IC@O/ch/'»/r 6;)0/\// /ﬂ’/fy /b&y /'3 \//3 (C//,_;
22: 3, 16 ey 3 //j(/ /[9,9/ 3/3332/ Coaen /6)

/\”\»ND /Com/\ fi '/1/ p3l [omay Jre /J/\ Jrc 2l mint A
D4Y Amos 5:12 (Cﬂ YRS /“j//»/co pl=le ln/\ffxfgf P 4
m//s‘/ yn/[c p1014 'TGYP/ ~-~Ca9€zv/ /\’D///; ,/\(03/3/
> 16ul prov. 22:22 ﬁ/ el /> o /5 46(//\ %c

el > ¥ (O3, vigorously admonishes justice bo

Male 3:5

the poor in the law court, Default in this regard is
branded as robbing the poor and crushing the needye.
Upon those by whom the poor are 1ill uséd, our Bihe
1ical books heap overwhelming censure. The oppressor
of the poor, according to Prov, 14:31 YNE P@Y
”:.a{c /Jn [3oonnl !DQ,Y and the mocker of the poor, ac-
cording to Prov. 17:5 [oax F:ﬂ QD/ (/Y/commit blasphemy
againgt God while, acc ording to Ps. 109:18 A/ D/ /T/
/f-zlr/ Y e é“a

ls conduct befitting the most desplcable villisn., Prov,

[ 30n /s/(V ﬁog/ persecuting the poor

22:16 1s interpreted by Baethgeng to convey that the ope
presgor will by Divine ruling, lose his wealth to his

victime Also ignonimy awaits him, according to Ps., 14:6

gTh.G author 1is indebted tdr Dr. Abraham Cronbach for thig
references,




L\o/)r\/ bﬁ/

N s /Q,’.A/\ Y /s-'?\’ if, with Baethgen we
emend N¥into /xg)m and translate: "In their plans
against the poor, they come to shame,"

These thoughts are implemented by a varliety of
metaphors. There is the picture of the poor person
who, according to Baethgen's explenation of 7\£;’in
ps. 10:2,  [lp [s_pksas [eopr oy 5157 w5 pfe s
burns up with anguish because of the grievances which he
has to suffer, In Ps, 10:9, P2od Do nond Al
!/’63 /o@/v,o uy IC/]' oy ﬁGn/ A/ the impoverished
vietim of the oppressor resembles the prey bagged by
the hunter or caught In a net by the trapper. The
slaying of the widow, the stranger, and the fatherlesst©
(Pse 94:6) /ﬂgﬁ /o/rv}s’/ /(b“’ w((/ "/Jv& or the murder of
the needy by the sword-weElding, bow-bending exploiter
is another of our metaphors (Ps. 3714 AT //2/)09 AYY)
107me widows eand the fatherless are objects of sancfity. |
They &are the revered subjects of God. If Israel was a
holy congregation, its widows and orphens were holier
than holy. It 1s interesting to note that a (one who is
fatherless) 1s considered an orphan, Apperently a motw
herless child 1s not considered an orphan in the S6ci0L6ew
g ical sense, since the concept was deveéloped on an eco=
nomle basise A child without a father was in an ezonomie
predicament. He has no provider. The widow was a victim
of the same situation., As a consequence, Lt was necegsary

to protect the materlal interests of the widow and the
orphans ' .




.'rwB e Y n/aG/ //'.a/(/ 'j)’ [@D[‘MQ/\ /0‘)3(
PR3N /QJL&(U cpﬁlcﬂ /ou_/_y. /af(/ /‘ /‘w
s Prov, 30:14 /'/\7 /w/\/omv/ Ue /\/&3/7 2/

combines the figures of a rending beast and of a
heartless assassin, If, with the LXX, we voad Prov,
28:5 sl el bo ~Cv pif> perl e st not e but Y0,
that passage also applies to our present thought. The
oppressor ls here likensed to a rainstorm so violent thatA
its benefits are nil,

"The oppressions that are done under the sun" are
among the happenings that imbue Eco, 4:1 s pLrs />
CveD _rop nWQﬂ'ﬁkaith gloom and pessimism -- guch ope
p?eésions leéve the poor vietims without hope of consola=

’ifon‘\mitigation, or cure. On the other hand, REecc, 5:%
Qt%n_a r Doy Jre .?/r,;zvp Do /ﬂa?/ CoCn /_l;c(/ Q—)/—s ey AY
: oy DA B Daq Fra DA D
affirms the falth in a Divine justice that wiil call the_
oppressor to count, According to D, C, Siegfriale Ece,
4:1 Ls the uﬁteramce‘pf & pessimistic philospher, while

while Heco 5:7 ig that of a devolt Hasid

@
Contrasted with such nefarious actions, we have in

Ps. 72:2, CoGva /“:nr/ 7‘99'“ f’W /’3/ the supplication

llThe author is indebted to Dr, Abraham Cronbach for thig
reference,




that the ruler may judge the peor with justice and in
Prove 31:9, //"*‘-’f/ 24 /3/ 735) Coe f@ 1/9 the counsel

delivered to King Lemuel by his mother that he "Plead
the cauge of the poor and the needy"s A simllar ad-

monition is addressed to the judges In Ps. 823 3, 4,
PI¥LS B /l.a/c/ L 10> //'\'39;) el iy mipd b5 (Cse
,ﬁgg where the poor are literally poor individuals in

the economlc sense. In-Ps. 109: 8, 16 the offender
/Y/ sn/c np’ _//\3/3@') A Cror boys [0

gy e 13357 30p sley »28 1/
Ayl R

is denounced

e -y/ //',a/(
Prov. 14:31 /Mﬁk /Jﬂ /?ﬂoﬂ/extolé the man who, by
treating the poor graciously, honors God.

There are two institutions, the Sabbatical law
and the lawg of the Jubllee , which are recorded in th e
Pentateuch which have a direct bearing upon our subject,
Without an understending of these two Institutions the
praiseworthy statements on behalf of the ppor and the
needy in Psalter, in the book of Proverbs and in the
book of Eccleslastes are merely empty asplrations and
amblguous utoplan ideals. They must be analyzed in
order to gilve our subject 1ts full significance, »

T

In Ex. 23:10, "we find the foundation laws of the |

;
i

sabbatical Legel System." It reads: A B8N PR el
//:3/(/ Ty\@CJ/ :76/»’0/) N¥r2e s/ %fC[O/\/\/(/\ao/(/ f_ﬁ,c '

f/\/5[ 7,\,.)_.,/7\(1% /a N3ty pin [’f ,Qv)/,//WP,yy ‘/A‘ch o It is

obvious that this law found in the book of Exodus pos-




.
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sesses an humanltarian tone and that the purpose for

not reaping and har#esting the crop was to enable the

.poor and the beasys to eat the crops. The real mean-

ing of Ps, 112:9 Y 3y (/3@3 “j/'-b/(f ') D5 prov.
11:24 3{0"“’//" Ne'n €n/ a2 Fe/j/ 24dn ¢’ and Pe,
140213 ’“\//*‘" v Y 3 ”/°' PQY s AYF' 1s fully
attained only when we read this law recorded in the
book of Exodus. In other words, that man who opens his
fleld, his wvineyard, and his oliveyard to the poor on
thé seventh year will be exalted by God and in the "end
of days" he wl%] Peﬂefit materially. Also, to leave a
field 1:1.96 sfgﬁlwi; 'the right of the needy. This iz no

charity., It is a right.
In Lev; RB: 17 DJes) =728 s g nIJe e -

B Z s T AN //jspe_/x,ae‘/\")".aeb
7([;“ ""rﬁ?:; bpae poe » /. 2Ip, the law
is modified, During the Sabbadtical year it made common
to all the spontaneous growth "thet the poor of thy
people may ed¥?m It secured to the stranger, the father-
legs, and the widow, the immemorial right of gleaning,
It secured for the wayfarer the right to satisfy his

hunger from. the growing crops,




B

The law of the Jubilee made special provision

that each generation should have equal right to the

use of the earth. Hence, special provision was made to

secure, once in each generation, a restoration of the
original right of equal. accoss to the natural oppoir-
tunities ofvlaborc In other words, 1f in the course of
a generatioﬁ a man lost his property, the property which
was hig family right, it would be restored to him. In
Leve 1035 we learn /0)/",\/ 2 Je RN Afe pre 793/3/ |

el ,o]ma/ pof 'a;/\ (c/m /A/ D50 ol :r'wm 9/93

@/\ //WQQKY 4{@/@/ }sjﬂ/c fco o men in God's eyes owned land,

The land of Cansen was held from God on lease, by the
famllies of Israels At the end of fity years all the
leases fedl due simultqneoasly and God made a fresh grant
of the land for another fifty years. Hence, the Hebrew
who, voluntarily or through compensation, "sold his Land"
sold not the ownership of the land, but the "fag end" of

the lease. Lev. 27:22-24 3¢w /ef Ok @Tw 930,/\«- N
Ao Y SNTD posy ple /:).3:3 IF e~ol ind Gz [p§0n
r‘b,’n A D)ol GS’/\ el pha foﬂro_/\/( //y/ VAT

C%%ch/\gnlc /[‘\Qlcf_//\/cﬂ "’JP ‘3(’/c/ D3¢5; A/@/ .
Those, therefore, who speak of our Sacred Literature

as being on the side of the successful are ln grave error,

The facts which we have presented are a proof of this

judgement,




e Ay I ——— et T R T R T e e R

Finally, within the socidl field, the respective
books of Psalms, Proverb, and BEecleslastes offer meterial
relating to war and peacée

The Book of Psalms conbtaing matter of & highly mille-

taristic and imperialistic tenor, An outstanding example

1 is Pg. 18:33, 35, 40, 43 13’ 3l - fon j35/m/x) N
Lo 'D/w\//v/ S j')f/c/x/ - f’Y/))”*‘Q/ﬂJ /\ép ',Nf‘,y/ Svolwl

Gl al5S Yo e »&vo spatiel == popTwp sy

/ﬁ’\'v( /\/-?/n.‘ Simllar 1s the passage in Ps. 60:8 03 A'ole
N3l N bo FNY/ rPOe 3I\fn/r f)SB’R & /Q-?Po repeated in Pa,

108:9 VPP O N3l e Ghi ol 2w f 39y of,
‘ According to several passages, mllitery ventures,

being attended by Divine help, are certainly favored wlth

Divine commendation Ps. 21:13 f"’/"'m poOL /N/\’e/\ '
R>YD fy /J/o/sPs. 4914 //'/(I) ron sinrell MPON AN ORN Py i,
: [ 60:12 !/’/‘éh\e? P’ﬁ(lz ch{/\\ (c// \—///\ /3/5 N’B//; Ipse /t[B
Py, 108:11  RIIY Yfiw NIdw ”mfrj/»f ‘W Ps, 118316
fn > o /'"' cwvh Dl /"V'. Divine assist-

| ance 18 often deemed a more salient factor than human

| - oxertion in the promotion of victbry Ps. 20:7 ’/\33) 75‘3"
Il Uld' YQ,' _/\/\/Q(ID 'QBI\ v Uy /::’/'XI /n/Q” D/Dl X/Q,/ﬁ y PSe 55:16,
. 17 '35y “Y ffjo BYCED l@B'\Nl /Q///c X7y ://;\?D 7\/\7[9,&

73000/}(’@/3133, 44:6, 7 n(/./_/ynf f.o
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L}Y/cys (c( >0/ ACan y\@l“m (c(,'_, _ﬂ,\,/\ o/.?j ?NQA
Py 4631 Dien (cgﬂ /\‘3 p) 7)35)’ 5“(/ DoNwv ‘///h‘ﬁ/‘/(
Ps. 48113 o fadil oo horpol JHE o

‘There is aléo sounded, however, the note of divers

,,\wﬂ( D N3 5] w/le ‘Jle

gent purport. In Ps. LR0:%

the desire for peace is, at least professed. Like

the modern propagendist Ps. 120:7

' | lblam@s the war on the

enemy. Obherwlse, encomlumg on peace are unqualifiled

Pgse 147:10, 11 7"@“' rier '/'\/Q-'J /C/ DN ofory /m/.q.la wl”

(, ’30/)( ﬁﬁ)’m) YAl "/cw/\/c ’D/r)' :)9/—; PSe 29:11 /o
piles v pie > oo //" vl 4Y¥ . There is no need
fér inferences when we consider the attltude of the

Pgalmist to peace, to peace whether it be personal,

The Psalmist is looking

national, or international,

Forward to an era when strife will disappear-and peace

will reign when he exhorts, (Ps. 46: 9, 10) /jn [af

Cica

| between peace and righteousness, so notably propounded

l

:3/“9 D A8y Dy

ﬂa!%#/w MW

in Iss. 32:1% “’,\39,3_/39/«3)’/ P//é

Nrf" T4 ‘\C“I C!\G,D_reappea:ra in Ps. 85:11

6\9 PINON Tsﬁ/ -

([i(’-' ./\}{[JY /\JnC:QQPI PADY /‘Q“Cﬁ"’) -’)yl\ 3¥. 'The linkage
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Not unrelated to the subject of world peace 1s the
adjuration in Prove 20322 D/D'(THT\Yq TWVﬂbY'\N@A frc
YC Y0 ageinst returning evil for evil and In Prove
26111 f&f J fi llesn] ep I pali b/ agatnst
rejoicing at the disoémfitarqof one's snemies, We asg-
sume, of coursge, that an individual's views on questions
international will not remein uninfluenced by his ideals

of personal relationghipse
CONCLUSION

~ Before summarizing the conclusions of the wvarious
gub=titles it ls necesgsary to consider the source
material and other studies that have been made on the
subject,

The‘mﬂterial, the éecondary gsources, avalleble

on the subject selected by the author was exveedlingly
Fparsce. Most of the monogrephs written on the soclology
of the Bible devote little space to the Psalms, ProWerbs,
and Beelesiastes. They concentrate thelr energies on
the book of Exodus, Levitlcus, and Deuteronomy where
1ittle interpretatlon is need ed. In these books it 1s
a § rocess of sifting evidence to 1lllustrate that the

laws concerhing the afflicted or affluent were evolu=
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tionary. In the case of our study, the Soclologlical Backe
; ground of the Psalms, Proverbs end Ecclésiastes, the ap- ‘
| proach was necessarily different, There were no evoluw
tionary developements. There was no cliting of lawe. Al
test, these books found in;the writings expressed violae

tions of the law, appeals for mercy and justice, and the

promise of rewards for those who were godly. Thus, it

was necessary to take these lsolated statements and re-

arrange them in an effort to correlate them to similar
B aituations in our own socliety. Also, there was another
problem that complicated this study. This was the pro-
blém of temperment. In the books of Exodus, Leviticus,
and Deuteronomy the material is legal and not personal.
There is no room for personal expressioﬁ. The law 1is
cut and dry. In the books of Psalms, Proverbs, and Hee
clegiastes we meet moods, temperments and various backe
grounds. In fact, within the Psalms themselves there

ape shades of despair, despondency and exaltation all

blended together. These wrlitings are the records of
pletists, The book of Proverbs, on the other hand, as
gayings of wise men and in meny lnstances consecratéd busgi-
ness men, & spiritual lalty. The book of Hceleslastes

s a collectién of realistic observatlions by one or more




old men, or men who were deep in thelr mature years,
Yet, while all these observations, opinions, and. ox-
clamations stem ffom sanctified and well meaning
sodls, they were not the product of legallsts such as
the Pentateuchal books,v

Under these consideration it was frequently ﬁeu
cessary for the author to interpolate hig own inter-
pretation. In an effort to control these interpreta-
tions, wherever possible, he used the legal background
of the Pentateuch to guide himself, With respect to
the laborer, he employed the Sabb@tical and Jubilee
meteriel of the Pentateuch. The same was almost true
of every sub-title consldered.

While an attempt was mede to reach some type of
conclusion under each heading, the following general
conclusion hag been studied thoroughly by meny eminent
scholars, on the side of the downtrodden and the op-
pressed, but the books of Psalms, Proverbs, and Ec-
clesiastes enunciate the same princliples with the fire
of the heart., The authors of these books, like the
prophets themselves, were gocial crusaders, but it 1s '
fair to say they were more reallstlé than the prophets’s

The; were more definite in designating the abuses.




Seripture, then, by and large, is on the side of the
poverty stricken and does not support the status quo

as many people have endeavored to prove,

A
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