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DIGEST 

The authors of Shir haShirim Rabbah wrote that The Song 

of Songs is the best of songs, the most excellent of songs , 

the finest of songs . A modern scholar has commented that 

"no composition of comparable size has provoked and inspired 

such a volume and variety of comment and interpretation as 

the Biblical Song of Songs . " The commentary before us, the 

Midrash Leqab Tov, is the work of a medieval commentato r , 

Toviah ben Eliezer , who wrote midrashic and aggadic 

commentaries to the Pentateuch a nd the Five Scrolls . With 

the exception of his commentaries to the latter three books 

of the Pentateuch, none of these had been available to the 

public until nearly 800 years after their formulation, when 

the manuscripts were published by Solomon Buber and other 

scholars. The commentary to The Song of Songs was published 

for the first time in 1909 by Albert William Greenup . 

This thesis is the translation and annotation of the 

Hidrash Leqah Tov ·a1 Shir haShirim, written in the late 

11th century , and the most recently published of R. Toviah's 

commentaries. As part of the annotation the Bibl ic~l 

references presented by Greenup in his text have been 

researched, and the Talmudic and midrashic sources 

identified. As a general statement , much of th.e material in 

the Midrash Leqah Tov to The Song o f Songs has been 

paraphrased from other sources . 



Analysis of'R. Toviah's writing reveals a terse style 

that at times makes elucidation of his text a formidable 

task . Though he at times presents grammatical explanations 

of words and phrases, the commentary is wrought with 

syntactical difficulties . In addition Biblical verses are 

frequently misquoted. 

As to the content of the text, R. Toviah follows the 

poetry of the Song and gives derash explanations to point 

out its allegorical meaning. He stresses the traditional 

Rabbinic themes of repentance and prayer , the merit of the 

patriarchs and the sages of each generation. 

position of the Jew in exile among the 

The precarious 

nations is a 

recurring topic as well, as would be expected of a medieval 

pietist . Though it has been debated whether R. Toviah is 

from Mainz or Kastoria , he focuses special attention on the 

martyrdom during the First Crusade (1096 C.E . ) of those Jews 

who were his contemporaries in Mainz. The work i s 

significant in its exhortation to its readers not to 

despair, that despite all the difficulties in the world . 

God's promises of hope and redemption for the future will 

yet be fulfilled. 

, 
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Introduction 

Proem 

In Hishnah Yada 'i.m (3: 5 ) Rabbi Alciva is quoted : "~i\, 
of the world is not as worthy as the day that Shir haShiri.m 

~as given to Israel, for all the KetuvJ.m are holy and Shir 

haShir1• is the holy of holies." 

The study of Shir HaSh1ri.m has been an intriguing topic 

for Jewish commentators. Though a beautiful love poem , the 

text contains lexicographic and interpretive ditt icul ties. 

Within it are large numbers of hapax legoaena. In addition, 

t here are explicit sexual references which must be explained 

so that the reader will not assume the Song ot Songs to be · 

licentious. With this in mind, the rabbinic commentators 

have portrayed it as an allegory of the relationship between 

God and Israel . This work , the H1dr••h Leqah Tov, is an 

example of the use of derash and language to explain the 

hinted allegorical meani ng of the text . 

The Author 

K1 leqab tov natatl lakhe• (Proverbs , : 2), "Behold, I 

' give you good inetruction" . Thus NJdrash Leqah Tov, written 

by Toviah ben Eliezer begins. In the introduction to his 

commentary to Shir haSh1r1• be elaborates on "good" in the 

context of wine, since there are three verses within the 

scroll connecting "wine" with "good". Thie opening 1• his 

signature, with the aforementioned verse from Proverbs 

... 



11 

appearing in tull or part (.QJ tov, tov) in the beginn i ng o f 

hia commentary to the Torah, 

/lleg.1llot . 

the weekly parashot and 

It has been difficult to determine who Toviah ben 

!liezer was and where he lived. The dates of his birth 
' 

and death are unknown to modern scholars , as they were not 

included in any of his works . Much of what is known about · 

R. Toviah has been gleaned from other works that mention th• 

Leqah Tov or from comments intrinsic to the work. Even the 

topic of his native land has been debated by scholars . so­

scholars, moat notably zunz1 , Rapoport2 , Azulai3 , and 

Conforte' , place Toviah in Mainz , a city in Western Germany. 

This conclusion is based on several facts. The first is the 

following passage in Parashat !mor : 

" I am writing to serve as a aeaorial to the action ✓-
done by the -rtyrs of the Congregation of Mainz who 
handed theaaelves, their wives, their sons and their 
daughters over on the first day of Shavuot, and were 
slaughtered together for the sanctification of the naae 
of the God of Israel, ~n the · year ,e56 (1096) from the 
creation of the world" 

The second argument used by Rapoport is baaed on the 

use of Geraan words . The word aantll is used by Toviah . 

l Zunz, pp. 293 et aeq, quoted in Buber 

2Rapoport, pp . 122-123 , note 33, quoted in Buber 

3she• ha- GedoJJa 

'Qore ba-Dorot, p . 8b, cited by Buber . 

5 Leqah Tov to Leviticus 22:33 
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Rapoport, as quoted by Bube~6 , states that this is a German 
_,, 

word, in use at the time of hie research in the late 19th 

century, bolstering the claim that R . Toviah's origin's are 

German. 

Third, Rapoport places R . Toviah in Mainz because of 

his name R . Tov1ah ben El1ezer7 . Rapoport reasoned that 

Tov.,1ah was the grandson of Rabbi Isaac HaGadol, who had a 

son Eliezer. Since Isaac HaGadol lived in Mainz , it 

followed that R. Eliezer and R . Toviah were from Mainz •• 

well . 

Additionally, Toviah mentions a black stone in Mecca at 

which the Moslems worship . (Hldrash Leqah Tov, Numbers 

11: 29) Those who place Toviah in Germany have concluded 

that toward the end of his life he settled in the land of 

Israel and there learned of the practices of the Moslems . 

Buber refutes the conclusions made by previous authors 

and determines that Toviah is from Kastoria , in Bulgaria. 

Buber's reasoning takes several directions . The first is 

the name of R. Toviah's father, R. Eliezer. This Rabbi 

lliezer has been assumed to have been Eliezer ben Isaac 

RaGadol, one of Raahi' s tel\chers8 , · of the Avun family of 

Worms. There was a well known scholar in Mainz in t he 11th 

61n Buber's introduction to Leqah Tov on the Torah 

7Note acrostic spelling of Toviah ben Eliezer , 
hazak, at the beginning of hie comaentary to the Torah 

8co~forte , p. 8b , cited by Buber . 
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century k.nOWJl as Isaac HaGadol , whose s c n ' s name was 

Eliezer. Buber's contention is that there may have been 

many sages with the same name and we cannot use the mention 

of R. Eliezer as proof of lineage nor of R. Toviah ' s living 

in Mainz . Additionally, Buber examined the word aantll and 

found it to be common to several "Latin" languages , and in 

each of them it denoted a type of cloak or garment . Buber 

concludes that R . Tovlah had contact with speakers of Roman 

languages , but that this was insufficient for determining 

hie country of residence . 

What is of central importance to Buber are references 

made by Judah Leon Mosconi , the Greek author of a 

supercommentary to Ibn Ezra's commentary to the Torah . In 

it he makes reference to a countryman , R. Toviah ben Eliezer 

and of his midrash on the Torah. He describes the work of 

a R. Meir and a R. Toviah, each of whom have commentaries 

which use their name . The verses of R. Meir begin with a 

reference t o or (light) and the verses of R . Tov iah begin 

with a r eference to tov (good) . Furthermore , within this 

manuscrlpt9 are references to the place Kastor la, which 

Buber deduces to be Kastoria, in Bulgaria. Buber also uses 

r eferences to the Karaites and refut ations of thei r thought 

as evidence that R. · Toviah was from a place where Karaitea 

existed, which would exclude the region of Mainz. In 

9 see Berliner : ltaga.zln fur die WJss•n•chatts des 
Judenthuas, Voluae , , 1877 . 
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add1 tion , t~ many references to Moslems and to the black 

stone in Mecca affirm Buber ' s conclusion t hat R . Tov iah was 

from Greece, 

Moslem world. 

a place that afforded him contact with the 

Within the commentary to The Song of Songs \: 

(6 : 9) R . Toviah mentions the Kumans and the Pechenegs . 

These were rival Turkic peoples in Byzantium during the late 

11th century, when R. Toviah wrote this commentary. 

The commentary to the Song of Songs was written in the 

year 1096, indicated by his description in veree 1 : 3 

( "Therefore do maidens love you" ) of the events od'curring in 

German communities . 

And 11a1dens without nuaber1° because they can 
observe the persistent declaration of the unity of God 
by the righteous who are killed for qedushat hashem, 
they come back unwillingly and acknowledge your great 
name as has been done in our time among Aehkenazic 
communi ties in the year •&56 (1096 C.E.) When the 
people of Seir (Rome) attempted to go to the Land of 
Israel they attacked the communities and the 
inhabitants were slaughtered for qedushat hashe,a. 

Sources and Style 

There are numerous sources which are quoted in Leqah 

Tov. Many are cited , especially the biblical verses which 

are preceded by the phrase shene 'eaar or amru ( frequent 1 y 

abbreviated) . Just the saae there are a large number of 

verses that are misquoted, with words added to or missing 

from verses , or wi tb the word order transposed . This is 

particularly noticeable with proof texts from Ezekiel . 

10song of Songs 6:8 
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Fr&quently ~nder or pronoainal suffixes of prooftexts are 
/ 

changed in order to use verses taken out of context . R. 

Toviah' s terse style often clouds the elucidation intended·· 

by the author. At times syntax does not follow the .. ~ 
grammatical rules of Hebrew grammar and as a result, a clear 

translation of this work has been an elusive process. 

R. Toviah frequently quotes Abba Hari as a sage who has 

interpreted passages of The Song of Songs . Buber has 

c onsidered this person to be R . Toviah I s father, that ie 

Rabbi E11ezer 1 l . In Feinberg's research • on the HJdraeh 

Leqah Tov to Kohelet, he mentions Isaak ben Abba Mari of 

Marseille12 , who lived in the late 12th century, and can 

therefore be assumed to be the son of the Abba Mar i 

mentioned by R. Toviah. 

Rabbinic sources used by the author of this commentary 

include the Targw,,, both Talmuds , Hidrash Rabbah, Hldrash 

Shir haSblri.1
3

, Pesikta Rabbati and Hldrash Zuta. In his 

extract ion of materials from these sources he often 

paraphrase• their comments, at times even restating their 

meaning, yet retains their vocabulary. Those familiar with 

the ■ources quoted would be able to follow his associations 

11In Buber•• introduction to the Leqah Tov, pp. 15-18. 

12 robJa t>.n BlJ•••r'• co-•ntar zu Koheleth, p. 6. 

13Publiehed by Oreenhut, 1897. 
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and have fe~ problems reconatructing · the aidrash1m from his 

abbreviations. 

Oae of the #Jdra•h Leqah Tov by Otbera 

The HJdrasb Leqah Tov to the Torah bas been an 

.,. 

oft- ~ 
quoted commentary, though known by some scholars as Pes1kta 

Zutarta, since the original manuscript (covering the latter 

three books of the Torah) lacked a title when discovered and 

the letters peh.saaekh' preceded each expounded verse . The 

Torah commentary was used by Rashi's students, Rabbenu Tam, , 
the Rashbam, Ibn Ezra, the Rosh, and numerous others. The 

Yalkut Sh1meon1 also has passages unique to the Leqah Tov. 

The H1drash Leqah Tov · a1 Shir haShir1m is mentioned by 

Buber in his introduction to the commentary on the Torah 

( 1aa,) and extracts were first published by Jellenik in 

1855 . 

Albert William Greenup , of the University of London, 

published this colllJaentary to The Song of Songs in 1909. 

following hie publication of Toviah ben !liezer's commentary 

to BJcbah in 1908. As Greenup notes in his foreword to this 

work , with the printing of th!• work all of the extant work• 

of Toviah ben Bliezer are now available for the student. 

This colll\entary waa one ot twelve texts brought to public 

light by Greenup between 1908 and 1912 . The source of the 

documents ranged from manuacript collections in the Vatican 

to libraries in Burope, including the 8ritieh Museum, 

Canterbury and Munich. bong the booka and articles 
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published are the Halkhut haMakhJri en the latter Prophets : '\, 

Kimhi 's Commentary on Psalms , Iggereth Hamudot of Elijah 

Hayyim hen Benjamin of Geoazzano, and an astrological text, 

Sefer Ha-levanah . 

Aa to modern use of the Leqah Tov on the Song of Songs, 

only Zlotowitz, in his 1977 allegorical translation o f the 

Song includes several passages from the Hidrash Leqah Tov . • 
Works prior to these which contain passages unique to the 

Leqah Tov may have received them orally . 

Themes of the Collllllentary 

There are numerous themes that the author elaborates in 

his treatment of Shir baSbirJm. As a traditional rabbinic 

thinker , his concern ls not with philosophy, aa was Storno, 

Maimonides and other scholars , nor with esoteric topics, but 

with elucidating the meaning of the text itself . This focus 

contributes to the HJdrash Leqah Tov ' s unique style . Unlike 

the Targum or Ibn Ezra I s co-entary which follows Jewish 

religious history from revelation to redemption, this 

co11U1entary , as ie characteristic of R. Toviah, follows the 

progression of the text. It i s part aggadab, part exegesis, 

yet most prominently concerned with allegorical , derash 

interpretation. As mentioned above , the NJdr•sb Leqah Tov 

takes material froa N1dr••h Rabl>M as well as the H1drash 

Zuta, both Talauds and the rargua. R. Toviah follows their 

general approach of Israel as the bride (, : 10) , the dove 
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( 2 : 14) the vineyard (2 : 15), fruit (2:13) or flower ( 2 : 2) 

relation to God . I n this way the text becomes a symbol 

the re l ationship between God and Israel and therefore the 

mundane human references are eliminated . 

the text : 

As is wr itte n in 

H1s crown 1s f i nest gold. Scripture speaks of 
things which are understood by the hwaan ear, such as a 
g l orifies king , a valiant man , pleasing to look at , and 
a ttractive beyond measure [al l teld on account of God's 
act 1 ens . ] ( 5 : l O ) 

Gazing rrom the windoJ!ls, Scripture speaks in the 
language of humans who gaze and peer . (2 : 9) 

The m1drash1• presented in the Leqah Tov follow the 

conversation of Shir haSh1r1m, interpreting themes as they 

appear , rather than following a c onf iguration that is laid 

onto the text, as does the chronological progression of the 

Targum . Of special concern to R. Toviah are the e v ents o f 

his time , though his commentary focuses on many themes, 

introduced by topic below . 

Martyrdom 

Psalm ,, :2s (It is ror your sake that Ne are slain al l 

day long, that we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered) , 

i s quoted by R. Toviah five times throughout the midraah . 

[ In verses l : 3, l : 15 , 2: 7, , : 9 , 5: l o . ] This motif is 

stressed in the commentary to verse 5 : 7 , as the author 

quotes fro• Daniel : 
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Soae of the knowledgeable w1ll falll4 b th ..-y e sworu ~ 
and by f 1a.me15 . ~ 

This same t opic appears in the commentary to verse 1 : 3 , 

wherein R. Toviah describes the martyrdom of his 

contemporaries in Mainz . .Just the same, R . Toviah wants to 

remind the reader that it i s those who are obeying God's 

c ommandments and maintaining the t raditions o f old that are • 
being killed , not the deniers of God. 

I would lead you, I would br1ng you. We are 
holding on to our ancestor's customs and we are being 
slaughtered for professing Your unity . (8:2) 

Israel Among: the Nations 

Those verses in The Song of Songs which speak of a 

particular member of the flock or grove (e.g. As a 11ly 

among the thorns, 2 : 2 ; Only one 1s my dove. 6 : 9) lead to the 

a llegorical presentation of Israel among the nations . R . 

Toviah describes the position of Israel vis-a-vis the 

nations of the world: 

A•• lily aaong the thorn• . Just as the lily is 
beaut~ful aaong th• thorn• and everybody recognizes a 
moist lily , so is Israel recQgnized aaong the nations 
and ia set apart from all their defilements and their 
impurities as a lily aaong the thorns . 

Despite this approach of choaenness , of being set apart by 

God, the Jewish reader in the late 11th century would find 

14Daniel 11: 36 

1 ~ibid, 11 : 33 
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the time of the exile as a period of suffering . 

reflected in R. Toviah's commentary to verse 5 : 7 : 

Thia 

The Pllltchaen who go about the city found me, these are 
the nations of the world, since they strike, punish and 
wound Israel . 

The watch.aen of the walls stripped away ay mantle, 
these are the kingdoms amongst whom Israel lives . 

Aa a means of reconciling this suffering despite chosenness, 

the author presents the nations ,. not as hateful toward 

Israel, but rather as desirous of that which Israel has . 

Jealousy as cruel as Sheol (8: 6). The jealousy of 
the nations of the world who envy us becauae we declare 
the unity of Your holy name and so they hate us . 

In this way the suffering inflicted by the nations is not 

punishment for sins, but a reward for the faith of pious 

Jews . 

Theodicy 

In the context of the events occurring in the Jewish 

communities of his time Toviah speaks of the difficulty of 

reconciling theodicy , i.e . Why do bad things happen to good 

people? The gliJ11J1er of hope had become increasingly dimmer 

for the 3ew during the Crusad.et- period and therefore the 

theophanic events of religious history could offer some 

hope. The question then was two-fold : One, Why are we 

euftering eo, and two , when is tbi• going to end? The 

answer, ae R . Toviah saw it, was contained in the text. His 



answer is that all that occurs in the world is part of God '~ 

divine plan . The following citation illustrates this ; 

They terrorize the vineyards. The vineyard of the 
Lord of Hosts is the people Israel for they are 
terrorized in each and every generation . (2 : 15 ) 

This verse demonstrates that it is God's intention that this 

harassment occur, that similar to •the word of the prophet 

Isaiah16 

Similarly: 

God's acts through the nations of the world. 

God's rod of chastisement coaes 9own only upon ••n 
whose hearts are soft like a 11ly1 . Rabbi Bliezer 
said this can be compared to an orchard owner who only 
prunes [the tree] that is strong enough, thus God does 
not test the wicked. 

Still the question of duration remained . Thia was 

considered by R. Toviah who responded implicitly within the 

Leqah Tov (1 : 4, 1 :5, 3 : 1 , 3 : 2, 5 : 6) that there i s no 

inferring the date of the end of days, t or many times the 

signs have all appeared and yet the end still extends . As 

the commentary to verse 6:10 reads : 

Who 1s she that shJnes lJke the daMJ? J'ust a 
everyone waits for the dawr~, so all Israel waits for 
the Messianic King. And just as the dawn comes after 
the darkness, so for Israel'• deliverance, which comes 
after tbe troubles of exile . 

16aee Isaiah 10:5 

11sbJr baSb.SrJa Rabbah 
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Redemption 

Despite the troubles of the European Comauni ty dur 1ng 

this era, which had frequently been interpreted as messianic 

pangs, hope was essential . In order to sustain the world 

view which posited that God was supreme and controlling 

history, the Rabbi had to present evidence that redemption 

would ultimately occur. As mentioned above, the exile 

seemed to be continuing indefinitely. R . Toviah placed 

great emphasis on the past as a sign for the redemption of 

the future. The promises fulfilled by God in the past were 

an indication that the promises for the future were 

ultimately to be realized. Similarly, R. Toviah views the 

deliverances of the past as giving hope for the future . 

Just as the prayers of the past (e . g . at the departure from 

!gypt, at the Sea) were answered by God, so too, in the 
. 

future will the prayers of those in trouble be answered. 

This parallel between the past and the future is explicitly 

called out by R. Tovinh , especially in his copentary to the 

first chapter of Sh1r haSh1r1a : 

I have l1kened you, •Y beloved. Coae and see in 
the exodus from Egypt they were bought out by Moses and 
Aaron but in the future it will be by Elijah and the 
Messianic King . 

Thua, to a aar.e .in Pharaoh'• cbarJot'• I have 
JJJcened you •Y darl1ng ••an• I have likened this future 
redeaption to the redeaption of Egypt. 

And froa the sixth chapter 9f the Song : 

• 

• 

• 
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For all that God intends to do is as if He had 
done it already , as ini8 These are the promises - I will 
keep them without fail . 

Just as in Egypt, when you were under the yoke of 
slavery, and I made them a mi ghty host, and brought you 
up from their midst, so will I deliver you from among , 
the nations . (8:5) 

Merit of the Patriarchs and the Righteous 

The merit of the patriarchs was vital in establishing 

the covenant with God . By aaintaining the link with them 

the Medieval Jew would follow the footsteps of the flock. 

(1:8). There are nWDerous references to the patriarchs , to 

their scent which wafted throughout the generations . (5 :6 ) 

R. Tovi ah puns with t he word .uzana (4:8), declaring that 

Abraham was Rosh Aaana , the foremost of faith . As he sta tes 

in verse 6 : 9 : 

God did not choose any nation or tongue but 
Israel, the offspring of Abraham, Isaac and J acob. 

Paralleling these ancestors •re the righteous who are in 

every generation. R. Toviah creates a parable wherein God 

exhibited a model o.f the future to coae and showed 1 t to the 

righteous : 

"You are beautiful, ay darling, Turn your eyes 
away fro• •• ". Thie is coaparable to a king who 
invited gue•t• and eabroidered all kind.a of festive 

18I•a1ah ,2:16 
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dishes on the tableclot h. When the guests saw th~ 
they were reassured. Thus , God started by exhibi ting '-· 
model of ~he future to come , and showed it to th9" 
righteous. ( 6 : 5) 

The desire is for all people to become righteous ( 4 : 2 ) , 

since the righteous p r ovide merit ( the allegorical meaning 

of "shade" i n 1: 17 ) to the generation in whic h they live and 

are rewarded both in this world and the world to come . 

Their value i s without measur e , they a r e i r repl a c eable : 

Just as the cedar and the date pala, when pruned, 
do not grow back, so for the righteous ones , when dead 

~ 

cannot be replaced. {1 : 17) c:::..:; 

Saaes 

For R. Toviah the path to redemption is through good a c tions 

and repentance . The one who could lead the community down 

this path is the Torah scholar , the sage . The sage could 

f eed the community what it lacked - Torab . Many o f the 

attributes of the sage are discus,ed i n detail . Sages are 

descr i bed as ugly on the out side , yet pleasant on the 

inside, due to the fear of God which is in t heir hearts . 

( 1 : 5) . Their role is to rebuke and then comfort . This 

stature and function in the community requir es strength. 

Since strength i s an attribute that can be described 

metaphorically, many of the explicit sexual or physical 

references in Shir haShirJ• are explained . This is apparent 

in the vereee below: 



xvi -
Ny breasts are lJJce towers, the sages of ... a 

generation are like bre-ta which nurse an infant , thi 
teaching Israel the ways of life like these towe 
which stand before the enemies. Thus the sages o 
Israel defend their generation . ( 8 : 10) 

The legs of a sage a.re aarble pillars, because he 
will have strength at judgeaent day because he has 
toiled in Torah. (5:15) 

God's Love for Israel 

The canonization of the love song contained in The Song 

of Songs presented a challenge t hat is retained in the 

Mishnah19 It is written explicitly in the Tal11Ud that 

anyone who trills his voice in chanting the Song of Songs in 

the banquet halls and treats it as a secular song has no 

share in the world to come20 • It is clear that by this time 

the allegorical meaning of the book had been accepted . The 

lovers portrayed in the scroll are i nterpreted to be God and 

His beloved Israel . Though their mutual love and attraction 

is written in Song of Songs , Israel ' s relationship to God is 

depicted in this co-entary aa one of subservience, who asks 

for favors , while 1 t ia God's love for Israe 1 that the 

ltJdrash L~ah Tov accentuates . The most fitting verse is 

2:7, about which R. Toviah write-a : 

19 Yada ' 1• 3 : 5 

20sanhedr.1n 101a 
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The love, until it please! 
which God loved Israel, as it 
you, said the Lorc:P 1 . 

Repentance 

This is the love with 
is said: I have loved 

Repentance is briefly defined by Schechter in his 

Aspects of Rabbinic Theology (1961) as the means to 

reconciliation. R. Toviah describes his own generation as 

wretched (2:5) and in need of healing. Repentance is the 

means toward the end of reconciliation with God, and so the 

author of the Leqah Tov encourages his listeners to repent, 

which is God's desire. (5:2 - 5:4). The commentary contains 

several illustrations of the reasons for repentance: 

The Holy One longs after Israel's prayer and leads 
them to difficult times in order to bring them back to 
goodness, therefore it is said: For your voice is sweet 
and your countenance comely. (2:14) · 

I sought the one I love, I sought to return in 
repentance, perhaps I will be saved from the [foreign] 
nations. ( 3: 1) 

Israel will open the gate of repentance. And 
there are gates for every good action of Torah, of 
prayer of righteousness, of fair judgement and of the 
love of peace. (7:14, from Midrash Zuta) 

Overall Significance 

The work of the commentator is to give the otherwise 

unapparent meaning of a particular word or verse. This 

interpretation varies with the commentator and his theology. 

It includes the peshat/contextual, the derash/expositional, 

remez/the hinted, and the sod/the secret. Most of ten the 

21 
Malachi 1:32 
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meanings given only contribute to the understanding of that 

particular word or phrase. The HJ.drash Leqah Tov ·a1 ShJ.r 

haShJ.rJ.• is noteworthy in its dyn~ic interpretation. It 

presents the text as God's blueprint for the future. The 

vast majority of verses are presented as God's act ions of 

the past and indications of God's promises for the future . 

One of the major tasks of the spiritual leader is to offer 

hope through strong religious faith. R. Toviah accomplishes 
,, 

, 

this via his demonstration of the Song of Songs as tfie' · 

allegorical love poea of faithful lovers, God and the Jews . 

God's promises will come to fruition provided the Jews 

follow the mitzvot , repent, and remain steadfast despite the 

tempests around them. 
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Prologue 

SHIR BASHIRIH 

It is written in the Bible: Your aouth Js like choicest 

wine , let 1t flow to ay beloved as new w1ne
1

• Tov iah be:, 

Eliezer asked : "In the Song ot Songs, what prompted Solomon , 

son of David , King of Israel to apeak in the following three 

verses of good in the context of wJne? " 

First : For your love Js aore dt!lighttul than wine
2

, 

second ; How much more delightful your love than wine
3

, anc 

third ; Your aouth is 11ke choicest wine
4

• 

Despite the levity of wine , it is mentioned in the 

Torah , the Prophets, and the Writings : 

In the Torah , as in : He drank ot the wine and became 

drunk and he uncovered hiasel /'. In the Prophets it ~ s 

written : Woe unto them that are •1ghty to drink wJne6
, wh ile 

in the Writings it is said : Those whom wine keeps til the 

small hours, those who gather to drain the cups
1

. 

1 Song ot Songs 7 : 10 

2song of Songs 1 : 2 

3song of Songs , : 10 

'song of songs 7 :10 

5Genesie 9:21 

61aaiah 5 : 22 

7Proverba 23:30 
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We also find the praise p t wine in the Torah, the 

Prophets and the Writings. 

In the Torah, it was fit for pouri ng on the a l tar , a s 

1 t is said: You shaJ J offer • quarter hin of wine
8

, and 

again in the matter of the Fourth Year of the Vineyard9
, a s 

it is said : And the fruit shall be set aside for jubilation 

before the Lorti O. 

In the Prophets it is written : Which gladdens God and 

peopJe1 1 , and Producing young woaen like new wJn e 12 . 

And in the Wr i tings i t is written : Wine cheers a 

13 person ' s heart , and Eat , 0 friends . Drink my wine and my 

aJJk14 , and Drink your wJne wJth • rejoicing beart15 . 

Th is teaches that these verses were •poken only f o~ 

later exposition , in order to grant a good reward to tho&e 

who would expound them . Therefore , these three v e r ses in 

the Song of Songs, of which Soloaon apoke of good in the 

8Numbers 15:5 

9 Naa•er Sbeni 5:1 

10teviticue 19:2t 

11Judge• 9:13 

12zecbariah 9 : 17 

13Paal .. 104 : 15 

14song of Song• 5 : 1 

15zccleaiaat•• 9 : 7 
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context o f wJne correspond to the t h ree which are cal led 

good. 

Both the name of the Ki ng, King of kings, the Holy One , 

the Torah and even Israel have been called by seventy 

names . 16 

The Holy One is called good as i t is said : Praise t h e 

Lord , fo~ d , His steadfast love Js eterna117 , and 

it says : For you O Lord are good and forgiving1 8 , and so He 

i s called by seventy names of prai se . Correspondin g to 

them Solomon in his wisdom sai d , "For your love ls more 

delJghtful than wine ", wine amounting to seventy . Eil , 

Elohim, One , Adonai, Lord , Might y , I am , Bo ld , Truth, Long­

suffering. The Last , Who does not hand over His Kingdom t o 

another, Pai t h , A Cluster of Henna , Bless ed , Creator , Gr eat , 

Redeemer , Valiant One , Banner, All-Knowing , Eterna.l, 

Mindful , Living One , Benevolent , Gracious, Searcher, Wise , 

Good, Pure-sighted, Upright , Hidden Dweller , Honor, Ki ng , 

Hidden One , Awe-inspiring , Exalted, Victor, Preserver of 

lovingkindness , Porgiver of s i n, Porgiver of ini quity , 

Forgiver of transgression , Avenger , Xeeper, Eternal , 

existing before eternity , Pardoner , Raiser from the dust , 

Strength , Redeemer, Rock, The Righteous One , Gazelle , Lord 

16see Schechter, Agadat ShJr haSbJrJs , pp . 60-51, 

17Psalms 106 : 1 

18Psalma 86 : 5 



of Hosts, Holy One, Zealous One, Immanent, Merciful, Most 

High , First, Who did not receive His Kingdom from another ,w~ 

Abundant in lov ingkindness , Guardian , Judge, Severe ign ty, 

Shaddai , Dwelling Eternally , Blameless , Powerful. These a r e 

the seventy names for God. 

Israel, too were called by seventy names of endearment : 

Wife of Youth, Harts of righteousness, Chiefs, Brethren, 

Beloved, Nat ion, Mother, Ephraim, Humanity, Mighty, Noble . 

Walnut , Bundle , Awesome, Children, Children of the living 

God , First-bor n , Chosen , Daughter. Pure, His son , Espoused, 

Great nation , Locked garden , Sealed Vine, 

Overburdened, Desolate , Holy offspring, Sages , The Good 

Ones , Precious ones. Only Ones, Israel , Yeshurun , Jacob, 

J ews, Joseph, Child, Friends, Bride, Shoot, Vineyard, 

Priests , Servants, Kings , Sealed well , Inheritance, Noble 

ones, Attractive, Youth, Plant, Treasure, Superior ones, 

Humble , Witness, People, Slaves , Hebrews, Peoples, Redeemed , 

Ransomed, Flock, Righteous , Holy Ones, Acquired, Multitude, 

Tribes of God , Perfect Ones . 

And God gave them the Torah, which is known by seventy 

names : Truth , Light , the Path of life, Lovely Doe, Pleasant 

Words , Fidelity, Pure , Covenant , Understanding, Strength, 

Honey , Knowledge , Law, The Eternal Path, Gold , Refined , 

Wisdom, Statute , Milk, Life, Purity, Good, Precious , Wine , 

Beauty, Graceful Woman, Inheritance , Upright, Fear , Honor, 

Silver, A good instruction, Graceful pendant, Bread , Sweet , 

• 

t 



Counsel of Water, Restorer of the soul, Advocate , 

Enlightening the eyes, Rejoicing the heart, Judgement, .. 
Upright , Rebuttal, Making the simple wiee, CommandJUent , l-
Flowing Honey, Desirable , Pleasing, Leader , Foundation , 

Prudence, Testimony, Necklace , Wealth, Remembered Ones , 

Refined Gold, Pearls, Glory , Righteousness, Possessi on, 

Beginning , Oil , Third, Perfect , Councils, Wisdom, Torah, 

Testimony, corresponding to the seventy names of God . 

It says : For your love is more delightful than wine19 , 

as if to say that Your lovingkindness on our behalf is 

better than wine, because just as Your name is, ~•o is Your 
C.• 

praise, and corresponding to the seventy names of Israel it 

says: How much more del Jghtful Your nu,e than w1ne20 
I 

because out of Your love You have been called by seventy 

names. Corresponding to the seventy names o f the Torah it 

says: Your •outh JJke cboJcest wJne21 , since the Torah is 

sww,eter than honey, tban tbe dr1pp1ngs of the coab22 when it 

is expounded properly. Let 1t flow gently to •Y beloved •s 

These are the righteous who will go to their 

graves while their souls go to their Creator because o! 

their upright deeds. thus they trust that their reward is 

19song of Songs 1 : 2 

20song of Songs ,:10 

21 song of Songs 7: 10 

22Psalma 19 : 11 

• 
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prepared for them , as it is said : Your righteousness shal l 

go before you , the glory of the Lord shall be your rear 

guarcl3 , and it •ays : For God has already accepted your 

worJcs24 • Gliding over the lJps of sleepers , when Israe l 

recites wel l -reasoned commentaries they cause the l i ps [of 

the deceaeed teachers] to move in the grave25 , as David , the 

King of Ierael says : I w1ll dwel l Jn Th y Tent forever26 . 

Can a person possibly live in two worlds? Rather, Dav id 

said thus , "Master of the world , when Isr ael sings Psalms it 

is as if I live forever" . 

Then Sol omon his son arose in his place and c9mposed 
~ 

three scrolls wi th the [guidance of} the •pirit of holiness ; 

Proverbs . The Song of Songs an d Ecclesiastes . 

Our rabbis of blessed memory said that these three 

scrolls were written in his old age . They said that they 

correspond to the three days that the world aade use o f the 

light of the shek.h1na , when the lights had not yet been 

created . Corresponding to these three •crolls he merit ed 

[ to reach) three stages , which no one beside him merited : 

First , Solo•on aade silver as plent1tul Jn Jerusalem as 

23Isaiah 58: 8 

24Bcclesiastea 9:7 

26sb1r haSbJrJ• Rabbah , S.nbedr.1n 90b , Y•vuiot 
96b-97a 

26Paalm• 61 : 5 
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stones'-1 a nd it is written : Silver did not count for 

anything in Solomon's days28 . Second, Solomon's wisdom was 

greater than the ~isdom oE all those in the East29 . 

Then Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord as King30 . 

Third , 

How did he merit these three stages? Because he had 

asked for wisdom , as it is said : Grant your servant an 

understanding minr? 1 . 

Our rabbis made a comparison : To what is this similar? 

To someone32 to whom a king said : " Ask what I can give 

you. 11 The man was bright and wise . He thought : "If ! ask 

for silver and gold he will g ive it to me . ,c,§o I wil l a sk 

only for his daughter. If he g ives me his daughter , he will 

also give me all the wealth which is in the treasury3311 • 

Thus , Solomon asked only for wisdom, since He gave hirr. 

wisdom, he merited through it all the bounty of the wor ld. 

Therefore it says : Acquire wisdom, a cquire understanding34 , 

27 1 Kings 10 : 27 

28 ibid , 10 : 21 

29 ibid, 5 : 1 0 

301 Chronicles 29 : 23 

31 I Kings 3 : 9 

~2 adam, metathesis in typography 

33the word mitokh misspelled as matoq 

3 'Proverbs , : 5 
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the beg1nn1ng of w1sdom 1s to acquJre wJsdom35 , namely the 

wiadom of the Torah, and anyone who is wise in 

expresses his wisdom only by •peaking it. 

Torah .. ~ 

Thus Rabbi Tanhuma, the son of Rabbi Abba expounded, a 

wise mind will make the mouth discerning . When a sage 

enters a city, who proclaims his wisdom? His mouth. This 

is comparable to a sealed cask, about which no one knows , 

what is inside. Once it bas been opened everyone knows what 

is inside . So, too, for Solomon , even though it is said 

about him that he was wiser than all •en36 , we did not know 

what kind of wisdom he 
,., 

possecud until the spirit o f 

holiness dwelt upon him. and he opened his mouth and from 

his lips he added this doctrine to the teaching of Torah by 

adding three scrolls : Proverbs , The Song of Songs a nd 

Ecclesiastes . 

His father David wrote37 : As an ancJent proverb 

38 6aJd: , while Solomon wrote (the book of] Proverbs . 

David wrote: A •ong of praise , while Solomon wrote : The 

song of Songs. 

35ibid, , : 7 

361 Kings 5:11 

3711terally "•aid" 

381 Samuel 2,:13, 2, : 1, in JPS 
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David wrote: HWJJan1ty js tutJlJty39 , while Solompn 

wrote : Utter tut1lity, all Js tut1lity'0 . 

David reigned forty years and Solomon reigned forty 

years, therefore it is 

tathers' 1 . 

39Psalms 62 : 10 

said: Your sons will succeed your 

' 0Ecclea1 .. tes 1 : 2, 12:8 

41Psalu 45:17 
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CHAPTER l 

i . ) SHIR HASHIRIM. Why was it sai d in the plural? 

it includes many songs that preceded it and followed it. 

For in the Song of the Sea, God ' s praise is written as Who 

is like You , O Lord , among the celestials1 You will 

similarly find in the Song of Devorah and Barak : 

s1ng, w11 J sing to the Lor<l . In the Song of Isaiah3 the 

Prophet you wil l f i nd God's praise and prai se of Israe l 

s imi lar to : You •Y beloved are handsome, Beauti f ul 1ndeed!4 ; 

Ah, you are fair , my darling5 , ..Like a lily among thorns s o 

is my darling {a.,oong the maidens . ] Like an apple tree lllDOng 

6 trees ot the forest, so is my beloved {among the youths .] 

Another interpretation : SHIR HASHIRIM. Why was i t 

said in the plural? Because in all the Songs you will find 

that the ir words are about one topic, whereas this one 

includes transgressions, situa tions and miracles. 

The transgressions which it utters are about the Exodus 

from Egypt as in I have likened you , •Y darling , To• ■are 

1Exodus 15 : 11 

2Judges 5 : 3 

31saiah 5:1 Let ae sing for my beloved , a song of 
■y lover about his vineyard . 

'song of Songs l : 16 

5song of Songs 1 : 16 

6song of Songs 2 : 2-3 
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Jn Pharaoh's charJots1 . Aleo about the 

as in : Let hJm gJve ae of the kJsses of 

giving of the Tor'ah 

his aouth! For yo\ 

love is more delJghtful than wJne . 8 He also says : For in 

accordance wJ th these coJUJandments I make a covenant with 

9 you . 

Situations as in : I was asleep but my heart was 

wakefu110 as well as Turn back, turn back, O maid of 

Shulem!11 which refers to the exile . 

Miracles as in the passage : Burry, my beloved, swJft as 

a gazelle or a young star,1 2 which is the time of t he 
,, 
I 

redemption. That is why it i -called The Song of Songs . 

A single song excludes two (eongss ). Here there are 

three since it is aaid : A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon . 13 

It is written as well : A Psalm of DavJd. A song for the 

dedication of the House14 . He informs us that Solomon 

dedicated the Temple but that it was named after his father 

7song of Songs 1 : 9 

8song of Songs 1:2 

9Exodus 3, : 27 

10song of Songs 5 : 2 

11song ot Songs 7 : 1 

12song ot Songs 8 : 14 

13Psalm 127: 1 (ShJr 
s 'aJbut) 

14Psalm 30: 1 (#Jzaor 
• 'aJbut) 

BaNaalot, written •• a 

SbJr , also written as a 

I 



12 

David since he had laid it& foundation . And so it is cal l,_ed 

here the Song of Songs , the most lofty of all the Song\ , 

because there are in it the matters of torah and praise of 

God the Holy One and of Israel and the gathering of the 

exiles . Abba Marl , of blessed memory , i nterpreted Shir 

HaSb1r1• as a song that can be derived from the Five Books 

of the Torah. Thus he quoted : He co11posed three thousand 

proverbs, and his songs nWDbered one thousand and fi v e
15 

The five because he brought them forth from the five book s 

of the Torah and the thousand because he taught Israel .
16 

BY SOLOMON. 
/) 

By the <One who composed 1 t, the One t o 

whom peace belongs17 for it is written The words of Koheleth 

son of Dav id, king in Jerusalem
18

. 

proverbs of Solo111on •on of David, 

It is also written : The 

19 
king of Israel. But 

here the name of his father is not mentioned , but (only ) 

Ki ng of Israel . Prom thi s , our sages of blessed memory 

aai.d that every mention here in Shir HaShirim of Shlomo is 

holy with the exception o f: There J s Solo111on'• couch
20

• And 

151 Kings 5 : 12, The "He" referred to is Sol omon , 
having beep divinely endowed with wisdom, discernment 
and understanding. (I Kings 5:9) 

16Here Tobiah ben Eliezer is punning with the root 
alepb.J-ed.peh. 

17 See a1ao Shevuot 35b 

18scele•1 .. tes 1:1 

19Proverbs 1 : 1 

2Osong of Song• 3 : 7 
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obaerve that becauae Solomon had chosen wisdom for himself, 

\ the apirit of holineas dwelt on him. 

From this Rabbi Pinhas ben Yair aaid that Torah leads 

to good deeds. Likewise he would quote: Study them and 

observe the• fa1thfulli2 1 . 

Good deeds lead to zeal as it is said : He executed the 

Lord's judgeaents and H1s decis1ons tor Israel22
. 

Zeal leads to alertness as indicated in the verse : He 

continued to instruct the people . He listened to and tested 

the soundness of •any aaxi,as . 23 ,,, 
~ 

Alertnesa leads to cleanliness as it is written : When 

be (the priest) bas finished purging the Shrine2'. The 

alertness of the High Priest would bring him to the Shrine . 

By means of cleanliness he would be aeparated from all 

taint of impurity, as it is written : For you •ust 

distinguish between the ••cred and the profane
25

. 

Separation brought him to ritual purity, as it is 

written : The priest •hall aaJce expiation tor bia. 

uall he be clean26 . 

21Deuteronomy 5 : 1 

220.uteronoay 33 : 21 referring to Gad 

23Bccleeiaetee 12:9 

2 'Leviticua 16 : 20. 

25Leviticu• 10 : 10 

26tevit1cu• 1,:19-20 

• 

Then 

, 



Purity leads to holiness from the verse : Be 

cleanse Jt and consecrate Jt:27 . 

Holiness leads to humility as it says : Forever dwells , 

whose nure Js holy: Yet with the contrite and the lowly in 

spirit28 . 

Humility leads to the fear of sin as 1t says in the 

verse : The effect of hWDility 1s fear of the Lorcfl
9

. 

Fear of sin leads to piety as it says in the verse: But 

the Lord's steadfast love 1s~ for all eternity toward those 
<:::.-. 

who fear H1m30 . 

Piety leads to the spirit of holiness as expressed in 

the passage : Then You spoke to your faJ thtul ones 1n a 

vJsJon
31

. 

The spirit of holiness leads to the resurrection of the 

dead as the text states : I will put breath into you and you 

shall live aga1n32 . 

All this is to teach you the worthin••• of Torah which 

confers aeveral beneficial virtues to tboae .,ho labor for 

it . 

27Levitieus 16: 19 

281saiah 57:15 

29Proverbs 22:, 

30Psalm 103:17 

31Psalm 89:20-21 

32zzekiel 37 : 6, also ~oted in Shir haShJrim 
Rabbah 

... 
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2. ) LEI.' HIM GIVE NB fflE KISSES OF HIS IOJTJ/. 
~ 

Contained in this 

verse is the memory of the giving of the Torah on t he day 

that God spoke with our ancestors at Horeb as it is said: 

Pro11J the heavens he let you hear H1s vo1ce33 . It say s as 

well : "I w1ll co111e to you 1n a thick cloud',3'· And i t says : 

You beard the sound of words
35

. 

He uttered this in the jussive since the community o f 

Israel was seeking mercy, and so he said Let h1111 g1ve me 

from the k1sses of bis aoutb because Solomon saw the fu ll 

extent of the exile and saw that Israel would dwell many 

years with neither a prophet nor an instructing Priest and , 
without Torah , for the Torah would be divided up by 

d i fferent ways of interpretation due to th.e lack of wisdom . 

since it would be repudiated by people . and so Israe l was 

requesting aercy saying: "Master of the World, just · •• you 

brought our ancestors from Egypt and gave them the Torah and 

brought us to Your service , ao aay it ■ti ll be God'• will 

and Let the Holy One Bl••••d be He kJss •• wJtb the k1•ses 

of bJs aouth, similar to nashku bar, (pay homage) 36 . It is 

the hoaage to Torah that will cause God to reveal the 

33Deuteronoay , : 36 

3'&xodus 19:9 

35Deuteronoay , : 12 

36Paala 2:12 

.. 

• 
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Messiah and to send Elijah as a teacher of righteousness and 

He •hall reconcJle parents wi th chJldren .nd cb.1ldren wi th i 
their parents31 . The use of 11Jn with nesbJka i s t o imply 

that the k i ss is real . 

out of God ' s great lov e for Israel, He ment i ons his 

aouth with this kJss, because according to the custom of the 

kings of the East and South , they kiss the hand, but here it 

is the kisses of his mouth . 

His explanation about the Torah is to teach me 

knowledge as the text states: I will put My Teaching i nto 

their 1ruaost being and 1nscribe Jt upon their hearts . For 

all of them, from the least of them to the greatest , shall 
:., 

heed He38 . And 1t also says: Thus I will cause you t o 

fol)ow •Y Jaws and faithfully to observe my rules
39

. 

Also yJshakenJ connotes weaponry•o, for the Torah is 

compared to an instrument of war as the text atates : WJ th 

paeans to God in the1r throats and two edged •words in their 

hands'1 • This is the Torah that gives merit to a person in 

this world as well as the world to come . 

37Malachi 3:2, 

38 Jeremiah 3 1 : 32-33 al though JPS conaider• these 
verse• u Jeremiah 3 1: 33-3, . 

39Ezek1el 36:27 

• 0 aee also Sh1r HaSb1r!m Rabbah 

' 1Paalm 1,9 : 6 

r 

' I 
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Abba Nar1, of blessed memory , expounded yJshaken1 a 

puri:ty •e, simila.r to kemashak gebJm'2 . ~ 
Similarly, in the Talmud our sages of blessed memory 

used the expression •ashJkJn ... they purify the water by 

contact with a clay vessel to cleanse it, which applies also 

to the Torah, which purifies those who study from it from 

all guilt and wrongdoing. Thus after each member of the 

people of Israel said to each other, Jet Him kiss me with 

the k1sses of His aouth just as He did for our ancestors in 

Egypt, they continued saying to the ShekhJna : for your love 

Js •ore delJghtful than wJne' 3 . 

GOOD. These are the bounties which You repaid our 

ancestors since ancient times as it is written : We will 

extend the su,e bounty t hat the Lord grants us'' . Thus will 

You bestow goodness upon us at the end of days as 1 t is 

•aid: And He wJJJ •ake you •ore prosperous and more 

nu.erou.s than your fathers' 5 • 

TJIANfl/INE. More than Your great strength in as much as 

You are called by 70 nam.es of strength and of praise. 

' 2Iaa1ah 33:,. Tobiah ben Eliezer 1• using Hebrew 
roots to deaonstrate that the vet-b is not y.ah.q but 
ah.q.q. 

' 3song of Songs l : 2 

''Numbers 10:32 . The Biblical text u•ed by Tobiah 
ben Eliezer 1• not the one in current use . Greenup 
notes thi•. 

' 5Deuteronomy 30:5. 

• 
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Another interpretation of than wine. On account of ~he 

Torah that You gave to us, aince the Torah 1• comparel to 

wine in the verse : Come, eat •Y food and drink the wine that 

I have •1xect'6 Just as wine gladdens the heart , as in : wine 

that rejoices the hearts of •en' 1 , ao do words of Torah 

cause the heart of a person to rejoice as it says : The 

precepts of the Lord are just, rejoicing the heart'8 . About 

wine it is written : G1ve strong drink to the /Japless and 

wine to the e•bittered'9 . And in the Torah it is writte n: 

Your assurance soothes my sou150 • Just as every time that 

good wine ages it improves, so it is with words of Torah : 

Whenever they age in a person's body they become more 

praiseworthy51 . Just as wine is not kept in golden or i n 

silver vessels, but in lesser vessels like clay or wood , 

similarly the Torah is not found either among the haughty or 

among the greedy , but rather among the aodest52 . Thus , he 

[Solomon] said: A hWllble •an w.!ll atta1n honor53 . There is 

'
6Proverbs 9:5 

47Paalms 104 : 15 , quoted in Sh.!r baShJr.1• Rabbah 

'
8 Psalm 19 : 9 

49Pr·overbs 31: 6 

50Paalms 94 : 19 

51shJr haSh.!rim Rabbah 

52Shir haSb.!r.1• Rabbah 

53Proverbs 29 : 23 

• 
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no honor but Torah aa it is written : The w1se shall atta~ 

bonor54 and The blu,eJess w1ll prosper55 . Just as anyonf 

who drinks wine is noticed because of it , so a sage is known 

by his wisdom . 

Another interpretation of for your love is more 

del .1ghtful than w1ne: Israel say s before t he Holy One : 

"Master of the World , your love and your closeness are 

better for us than what we obtain among the nations . With 

them i t is differ ent a.s for example in the verse: Those who 

sit in the gate talk about me; I am the taunt o f 

dru.nJcards56 . 

Another interpretation : Hore than yay.1n5 7 , more than 

the 70 nations who rule over Iarae158 . 

Another interpretation of your love 1s aore delightful 

than wine. The words of Your Torah are eweet to us , so that 

we are not as the nations of the world who gather at banquet 

halls and drink wine wi thout telling of your praises, 

whereas we are mindful of your name everywhere . 

54Proverba 3:35 

55Proverbs 28 : 10 

56Paalms 69 : 13 

57
The geaatria of yayin is 70 . 

58sh.1r haShJr.12 Rabbah 

• 
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3 . ) 

of 

YCXlR OINJJt£NT'S YIELD A GRFAT l!RAGRA/CE. This 1 s the i cen t 

the oil of the righteous who are found 1n fvery 

generation , for the righteous one who acquires a good name 

can be compared to the good oil , as it says A good name is 

better than fragrant 01159 and Let your clothes always be 

freshly washed and your bead never lack o1ntment60 . 

Why are the righteous compared to oil? To remi nd you 

that just as oil is initially bitter and then becomes 

sweet
61

, so it is with the righteous who are first rebuked 

and then become exalted , as it is written : In old age they 

still produce fruit ; they are still full of sap and 

freshness6 2 , and Though your beginning be smal 1 in the end 

6 3 you will grow very great . 

Further , just as oil floats over all liquids , so are 

the righteous elevated above all people. 

Similarly , just as oil is curative to a .person and 

brightens his face , ao are the works of the righteous 

therapeutic and illumine their faces as i t is written : It 

59Ecclesiastes 7:1 

60ibid 9 : 8 

61sb1r baSb1r1m Rabbah 

62Psalms 92:15 

63Job 8:7 

.. 
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H111 be a cure for your body64 
and A aan's wJsdom JJght, .' up 

bJ.s face65 . 

Therefore the community of Israel says before the Holy 

One, "Master of the world, remember for us the scent of the 

righteous who stood in every generation and do not drive us 

into the hand of the nations". 

YOUR N»IE IS LIKE FINEST OIL . Abba Marj of blessed memory 

explained it as the name of an oil whose scent is pleasing 

for light66 since it is not said shemen yurak with a 

masculine agreement because shemen is a masculine noun . In 

addition the word •hem 1& a masculine noun . That is why it 

has been said that turak is the name of the oil . 

Another interpretation of Your name 1s like finest oil. 

There is a tav instead of a yod because these imperfect 

preforaatives are interchangeable. The interpretation of 

the verse is that just as when good oil is poured from 

veasel to vessel it• ■cent wafts forth , so does the name of 

the righteous ones in a place where they have been killed 

for kedushat hasbem. 

For example Ra•hbag67 , a leader i n Israel and Rabbi 

Yiab.mael ben Blieha, a high priest, eon of a high priest. 

6'Proverbs 3 : 8, referring to Torah 

65Bcclee1astes 8 : 1 

66see Exodu• 27:20 where oil for the lamp is 
aentioned without further deecr~ption. 

61
Ra•hbag, Rabban Shimeon ben Gamliel 
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When the executioner came during the 

kingdom and found them sitting in 

reign of th~ evil 

the Templ/! court 

discussing Pesah Halakhoth, he took them and brought them 

before the king. As he was about to kill the Rashbag, 

YJs.hllJael said to him : "By your life, start with me so that I 

may not eee the death of my colleague for I am a high priest 

and the son of the high priest". When he was about to kill 

Rabbi Yishmael, the Rashbag said to him: "Let me go first 

for I am a leader, the son of a Prince". Immediately he 

severed the head of the Rashbag with a sword . 68 ' As he was 

trying to kill Rabbi Yishmael, the king's daughter sought to 

flay his skin (for he was as handsome as Joseph the 

righteous) and to flay his face from his beard up to where 

he placed his tefillin . Thus they accepted their sentence 

and they died for the sanctification of Your name . 

Likewise even Hutzpit the interpreter whom Rabbi Akiva 

used to call fairer than all •en,. your •peech Js endowed 

wJtb grace69 for he knew the 70 languages of the world , they 

captured him and killed him! In the eaae fashion perished 

Rabbi Yehudah the Baker who never walked more than four 

cubits without Torah. Why was his name called Yehudah the 

&aker? Becall8e be could bring out words of Torah that were 

68Avot de Rabbi Natan 38:57b. 

69Pealaa 45:3 
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sweet like wonderful bread . 

killed him. 

They found him fleei, and 

So, too , Rabbi Yehudah ben Baba whom they found 

studying and ordaining elders between Ohsa and Sh 1 far · a.m70 . 

They stuck three hundred iron spear-heads into his body71 

until he was turned into a sieve . 

So , too , for Ben Azzai , the son in law of Rabbi Ak.iva , 

who because of his love for Torah became estranged from his 

wife . They found him in the House of study and they killed 

him. 

And also with Rabbi Ak.iva . They made points of reeds 

and put them under his fingernails. After twenty years they 

brought him out of prison and killed him . As he was 

reciting the morning Sh'••• his soul departed him with the 

word ebad. 

This also happened to Rabbi Hananiah ben Teradyon . One 

tiae the evil kingdom decreed that no one wa.s to study 

Torah . They discovered him sitting and expound·ing with a 

Torah ■croll placed on bis chest. They wrapped him in the 

ecroll , encircled him with bundles of twigs and ■et him 

ablaze . 

Likewi•e with Rabbi Tarphon who was strict with 

aitzvot. Once there was a fami ne in the land of Israel and 

70 Both Uh•• and Sh'tar·am are in the Galilee 

71sanhedr1n 1,a 



2, 

be married 300 women in order that they could eat ter.umah . 

They found him in the Temple court and blinded hi~. J 
Thi& also happened to Rabbi Y ' shavev who was of the 

remnant of the pious . He was cau.ght on his bed and killed . 

T~ 00 IIA.IDl!NS LOVE YCV, since the nations of the 

world have been are called maidens as in the v erse : And 

•aJdens without owaber72 because they can observe the 

persistent declaration of the unity of God by the righteous 

who are killed for kedushat hashem, they come back 

unwi llingly and acknowledge your great name as has been done 

in our time among Ashkenazic communities in the year 4856 

(1096 C. E .) When the people of Seir (Rome) attempted to go 

to the Land of Israel they attacked the communities and the 

inhabitants were slaughtered for qedushat hashem. 

Solomon saw all of these and others like these through 

the spirit of holiness and he spoke concerning them : Your 

o1ntaents y1eld a sweet fragrance , Your naae Js lJke fjnest 

011 ; these are the righteous ones who in e v ery generation 

profess the unity of your name , while their names go out 

from one end of the world to the other end as fine oil . 

Thi• ia what David aeant when he wrote : It 1s for Your 

•alee that~ are slaJn all day long, that we are regarded as 

•h•ep to be •l•ughterea13 . 

72song of Songs 6:8 

73Paalms ,, : 23 

• 
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Another interpretation of 

fragrance. Rabbi Hiyya in the 

Your 

name 

oils yield a sweet 

Rabbi Aha ex.lunded : 

there are two oils, the oil of priesthood and the oil of 

royalty, while our teachers say that your oils yield a sweet 

fragrance represent the written Torah and the oral Torah74 . 

Sheaen turak, this oil is the oil of Torah with which Israel 

is busy , as referred to concerning Hezekiah in the verse : 

The yoke will be destroyed thanks to 011
15

: The yoke of 

Sanherib will be destroyed thanks to the oil of Hezekiah and 

his company who are busy in the Torah and the Mitzvot . 

'l'Ill!REPORE JX> JMIU!NS LOIE ytXJ. These are the true converts _,,--

who see the oils of the righteous who cleave to their 

Creator , and go on converting to cleave to God . 

Another interpretation of Your ointments yield a c weet 

fragrance . Because we know the goodness which You did for 

our ancestors since ancient times, though we have been 

exiled from our land we have not forgotten you while amongst 

the nations. Your n .. e is as oil poured forth even though 

our oil has been poured on the streets ae oil that is 

emptied from vessel to vessel and we have been devoid of all 

the goodness which you bestowed upon our ancestors , Your 

name is forever in our mouths as the text states : All this 

1'shir baSb1r1• Rabbah 

751saial', 10 : 27 
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bas COIDt! upon us, yet we have not forgotten You76 rather 

Your Oneness has been in our midst. Therefore do 11J111dens 

love You, because Israel has declared the unity of Your name 

in every generation , the 11Jaidens have loved You, all the 

time they have loved You in all of the places which You 

created, we have not forgotten You, whether in Israel or 

outsi de of it, Your name is always in their mouth! 

Another interpretation of aaJdens, ·al4Jllot: to be read 

as ·al aavet , above death they have loved You! Even though 

they are dying they are not denying Your name as in the­

verse : When he struck them, they turned to H111J and sought 

God once agaJn.77 

Another interpretation similar to and aaidens without 

nuaber78 as if to say : Even the nations love You and cleave 

to Your Oneness because as they see Israel declare the unity 

of Your name , they , too, come under the wings of the 

She.lch1na. 

DRAH IE APTER YOO, LET US R/JN. The co11111uni ty of 

Israel said before the Holy One : "Master of the World, draw 

us up from this exile because this exile is comparable to a 

pit" as in : You have put ae at the bottolll of the PJt , in the 

76Psalms ff:18 

77Paalas 78 : 34 

78song of Songs 6 : 8 
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darkest pJ•c'es, in the depths19 and Be ~ifted ae out of the 

airy pit80 • Anyone who is in a pit needs soaeo9e to draw 

him out as in : They pulled Joseph out of the p1a·1 • And so 

Israel wails before the Holy One from the midst of the exile 

to draw them out and raise them up . 

AFTER YOU I IE1' us RUN! After You will have brought us 

out of exile , Jet us run after Your Torah and Your mitzvot. 

Furthermore, if we were few in nWllber we will become many , 

as in the passage: And you will say to yourse 1 f, "Who bore 

these for •e when I was bereaved and barren ? ,,8 
2 

• Thus he 

began with the singular and then he said Jet us run simil ar 

to Jet ae run, as in: Let us aake man83 and perhaps I aay 

smite This happens with some imperfect 

preformatives , which are used interchangeably. 

Another interpretation of Draw me after you whica is 

like I•r•el has won through the Lord triwaph everlasting. 

You shall not be sbaaed or disgraced in all the ages to 

coae85 . He started in the singular and he ended in the 

79Psalms 88:7 

80Psalaa ,o:3 
81Genesi• 37:28 

821aaiah ,9:21 

83Genea1• 1 : 26 

8 '1tuaber• 22:6 

85 xaa1ah ,5:17 

,. 
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' 
plural because' Israel is used in the singular and in the 

plural. 

THE XIM3 HAS 1!IRtXSlr IE IN10 HIS CBANBF.RS. 

One who brought us out of Egypt and drew us to Him as in the 

verse : Yea, I have loved thee "11th an e verlasting love; 

Therefore with affection have I drawn thee86 , while here God 

has brought ae into his chaabers, which a r e the inner 

chaabers of the Torah and the •J tzvot , and the i nner 

chambers of His Temple . And just as it says He brought me 

then into his chambers, so it ••vs draw me and bring me to 

Your chambers, as You promised me in I ,till bring them to My 

Holy aountain and let the• rejoice Jn Hy House ot prayer:S1 . 

Similarly David wrote : Send forth Your light and Your truth , 

they will lead ae; they will bring ae to Your boly aountaJn , 

to Your dwelling-place, that I ••Y coae to the altar of God, 

God •Y delight , •Y jo~8 . 

LB'l' CS IIILIGll'l' AND REJOICE IN HV &8 in : Our aouths •hall be 

tilled with laughter, our tongues with •ongs ot joy
89 

and it 

says Then •hall ••iden• dance ga:ily, young 11en and old 

86.Jeremiah 31 : 2 

87 Isaiah 56:7 

88Psalaa ,a :s ,, 
89Psalaa 126:8 

• 
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alJJce90 . It also says : Give us joy for the ye•rs You have 

afflicted us, tor the years we have suffered •i%tane.
91 

IN YOO: Our aages of bleeeed aemory made a' comparison , 

that this is like a woman whose husband, sons and sons-in­

law left for a distant land. After years they returned to 

their home . They said to her : "Your eons have come". She 

told them : "Go , notify my daughters-in-law and let them 

rejoice with them." They eaid : "Your eons-in-law have 

come . " She replied : "Go, notify my daughters and let them 

rejoice with them" . But , when they said "Your husband i s 

coming" she exclaimed: "This 1& my joy11
•
92 

So , too, when the prophet •aid: Your daugb ters like 

babes on •boulders93 . She then said: Let Mount Zion 

rejoJ.ce94 . At that time the prophet epoke : Thy sons come 

from tar95 . She answered : Let the wo•en of Judah exul t 96
. 

But as •oon •• he said to her : Your deJJverer is co1111ng!
91

, 

•he said: I gre•tly rejo1ce 1n the Lord, •Y whole being 

90Jeremiah 31:12 

91Paalms 90:15 

92 Sh1r haSh1r1• Rabbah 

931aaiah 60 : 4 

9'P•alas ,e : 12 

951aaiah 60 : , 

96Paal .. ,e:12 

97Iaaiah 62 : 11 

, 
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exuJ ts in •Y Got/8 . That is why it has been eaid Jet us 

delight and rejoice 1n you. 

There is the •tory of a woman in Sidon who had been 

married to her husband for ten years without giving birth to 

any children. He wished to divorce her. ·They came before 

Rabbi Shimeon ben Yohai who blamed both of them, saying: 

"Since you became a couple only in a setting of food and 

drink, eo you will part from each other only in a eetting of 

food and drink". They went and prepared a feast in the 

aan's house . While they were eating and drinking the 

husband eaid to her: "My dear99 , you may take any nice thing 

which you see in this house and go to your father'• house . " 

When abe heard this she hinted to her eervants to make him 

drunk. He feasted and slept. She instructed her servants 

to bring him on bis bed to her father ' • house while he was 

asleep. When he woke up he noticed the walls and pillars 

and aaked her : "Where have I been taken?" She replied : "Do 

you not remember what you told ■e laat night: ·you may take 

any --nice thing that you eee in this houee and go to your 

father'• house' . 

better than you . 

I looked around and I w1abed for nothing 

It is you (bub) that I wanted more than 

anything in the house". They went back to Rabbi Sbiaeon and 

98ib1d, 61:10 

9911terally 0 my daughter" 
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reported this incident t o him . 

became parents. 101 

They were vie1ted100 and 

In this way Israel says : "Master of the World - more 

than all the bounti es which You have bestowed upon o_}lr 

ancestors and upon us , we wish nothing more than You, as in 

Let us delJgbt and rejoJce Jn you. " Rabbi Yitzhak maint a ins 

that bakb represent s the 22 letters of Torah . 102 

LET US HENTICM YOUR UJVE ICJRE 'DIAN WINE. More than the wine 

of Torah as in the verse : Dr ink the wine that I have 

aJxea1°3 . These are the laws o f the Pesah sacrific e whi c h 

are clarified at Pesah , the laws of the Atseret on Atseret 

and the laws of Sukkot on Su..kkot as well as on the eve o f 

the New Year since Israel mentions every thing at its right 

time . 

THE UPR:IGlfl' aiES HBO ARE IN ISRAEL UJVE ya} 04 • As eoon as 

the Holy One gather s the acattered ones of Israel and 

rebuilds His Temple for them, everyone will become a 

righteous peraon as 1 t says : And Your people, •l l of them 

rJghteous105, everybody will become upright and all wi ll 

100Genesis Rabbah s . 58 

lOlShJr h•ShJrJ• Rabbah 

l02ib1d 

103Proverbs 9 : 5 

104Tov1ah ben Eliezer includes the word Israel in 
the text. 

105Iaaiah 60:21 
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know God ' s way. 

You . 

I 

That is why it says : The uprJgh~ ones lov e ~~.....,~ 

5 • ) I AM DARK BU1' CCNE:LY, The community of Israel says 

to the nations of the world : "Even though I am darkened by 

the exile among the nations , I am pleasing because of the 

merit of the patriarchs which endures forever." This 

parallels the text : For the aountains aay aove and the bjlls 

be shaken but ay loyalty shall shall never aove from you , 

nor My covenant of fr1endshjp be shaken - said the Lord who 

takes you back 1n love.106 

I am darkened with reproof while pleasing with the 

consolations and the assurances which He promised me by His 

prophet, as in : If the Heavens above could be aeasured, and 

the foundations of the earth below could be fathoaed, only 

then would 1 reject all the off•pring of I•r•el tor all that 

they Mve done - declares the Lor<i01 . 

1 am darkened because of aervi tude but pleasJng with 

aitzvot to receive a good reward on account of the aervitude 

of the exiles as in the verses : Happy Js the one who waits 

and reacbes108 and But waJt for Ne - •ays the..>Lorcr09 . 

1061aaiah 5, : 10 

107~erem1ah 31:36 

108oaniel 12:12 

109zephan1ah 3 : 8 

-..I 

from Qor.en, 31:31 in JPS. 
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I &11 darkened and rejected in the presence 0
1
; / t:e 

ruling kingdoms, but pleasing before God as has beelfWa)d: 

Truly, the Lord is waiting to show you grace, truly He wjJJ 

arise to pardon you110 . 

I ..- dark and pleasing: just as I was tarnished in 

Egypt with aortar and bricks111 and I have become pleasant 

with the booty from the Egyptians as the text states : In the 

end they shall go free with great wealth112 and the Lord 

disposed the Egyptians113 • 

Thus, even though I am blackened through servitude of 

the nations and bound by their hands, I am destined to 

become pleasant amidst their booty as it is said: In.stead of 

copper I will bring gold114 . 

0 DAIJGH'1'ERS OF JERlJSAU1tl. Whether darkened or 

attractive115 , we are the daughters of Jerusalem! You find 

even in what they ainned and they bad become, the dark am~ng 

the forgotten and yet concerning them, the~ became pleasing. 

1101saiah 30:18 

111see Exodua 2, : 10 aa well as Targwn 

112Gene•1• 15:1, 

113axodu• 12:36 

11'1aaiah 60:11 

115Thi• 1• a word play on bein/b'not 



3( "' ..., .. ~ Qi> 
Darkened in the aea, as in the verse: They . . . rebelled 

at the Sea, at the Sea of Reeds116 . And pleasing in the sea 

as in the verse : This is my God and I will glorify Him111 . 

Darkened in bitterness for it is written : And the people 

grWllbletr 
18 

and pleasant in bitterness as in the verse : • 

There He eade for them a statute and an ord1nance119 . 

Darkened at Rephidim as in: Is the Lord present among us or 

notr 20 while pleasing at Rephidim as in the verse : And 

Hoses built an altar121 . 

Darkened at Horeb because of we will do, and obey122 . 

I aJD dark in the wilderness, for it is written : How often 

did they defy Him in the wilderness123 and yet pleasant in 

12, the wilderness with the erecting of the Tabernacle . 

Darkened with the spies and pleasant because of Joshua 

and Caleb. 

116Paalme 106 : 7 

117Exodus 15:2 
i 

1181b1d, 15:2, 

1191b1d, 15 : 25, 

1201bid, 17 : 7 

121i b1d, 17 : 15 

1221bid, 2, : 1, 

123Paal•• 1e:,o 
12'&xodua 26 : 30 

-. 
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~ ..,~ 
Darkened at Shitt i m125 and pleasant with 'Pfnhas126 . 

Darkened with the actions of Ahan127 and pleasant with 

Joshua and the elders . 

Darkened with the Kings of Israel, but pleasant with 

the ~ings of Judah . 

Darkened with exile and pleasant with the ingathering 

of the scattered of Israel . 

Daughters of Jerusalem : According to Rabbi Yohanan 

these are all of the kingdoms which are like towns vis--a-vis 

Jerusalem128 as in the verse : I shall giv e them to you as 

daughters129 . 

LIKE THE 7E7fl'S OF KEDAR who are rulers j,n barren lands. I 

am destined to be l1ke the pav111ons of Solomon . Likewise 

it is said : I ~111 let you dwell 1n your tents again as 1n 

the days of oJcr30 , as in the days when Israel was 

travelling by foot and the camp of the shekh1na was amidst 

their camps . 

; 

... 
125Nuaber• 25:1 

126 See Nua~rs · 2s:7-13, 31:6 

127Joshua , Chapter 7 

128sbJr haSh1r1m Rabbah 

129Ezekiel 16 : 61 

130soaea 12 : 10 
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J;, '-t 
L1ke the tents o·f Kedar. Blackened on the outsi de bu t 

pleasant on the 1nside131 . So are the Sages, ugly from the 

outside , because they have become blackened with the words 

of Torah, bu t pleasant from the inside as the fear o f Go d 

which is in their hearts. 

Another int erpretation of l1ke tbe tents of Kedar. 

Even though Israel has been made to wander from exi le to 

exile like the tents of Kedar who carry t heir tents from 

place to plac e and never settle permanently i n a quiet , 

undi sturbed place like the heavens whi ch do not move f r om 

their place , because these are the curtains of Solomon of 

the King , King of kings, to whom belongs peace , •• it says : 

Who spread out the heavens JJke gauze , stretched them out 

like a tent to dwell 1n132 ; Who •preads out the heavens 

like • tent cloth
133

. Similarly , it aays: To the end that 

your children aay endure Jn the lantr 34 . 

Likewise Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaaqov taught that Israel is 

destined to be settled without any further wandering as in : 

A tent not to be transported, llhose peg• shall never be 

131ct . Shir haSh1r1111 Rabbah 

1321aaiah ,0 : 22 

133Paala 10, : 2 

13'oeuteronomy 11:21 
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pulled up
135 Then they 

ea 
be captors of theJr-, captors 

and aasters to their tasJcaasters136
. 

This is to teach that Solomon proclaimed the 

deliverance of Israel in the Song of Songs as David his 

father had said in his Psalms : o that the deliverance of 

Israel might come from Zion137 . 

6.) Dai' T STARE AT ME &r.AUSE I AH SHARTHY. The Community 

of Israel says to the nations of the world : "Do not despise 

me because I have become dark from transgression" , which is 

similar to : And I wJll alike• spectacle of you138 , which is 

scornful language like [The Lord) struck at the men of Beth­

Shemesh because they looked into the Ark of the Lorci
39

. 

What scorn did they display toward him since they were 

harvesting and bowing down? There are those who say they 

were ■aying thus : "The person who angered You because You 

walked with us and this person appeased You; still You came 

to us!" . Meanwhile, she says to the nations when they say : 

"The Lord has alre~ forgotten You, he has repudiated you ., 
and chosen us", tne eo1DJDunity of Israel says: "Who is on the 

135Isaiah 33:20 

136ibid, 1, : 2 

i:n Paalas 53 : 7 

138xahua 3:6 

1391 s-uel 6:19 
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aide of the idolaters and how worthy am I eince I have 
, 

transgressed a few a1tzvot? I have been exiled and made to 

serve you. You who have not obaerved even one of the 

m1tzvot so all of you are sinning and transgressing . If the 

Roly One comes to visit upon you what aecurity do you have ?" 

Thus, it says : In anger and wrath will I wreak retribution 

on the nations that have not obeyed1 ' 0 • 

Our Rabbis of blessed memory made a comparison. This 

is like a Kushite maidservant whei goes out to fill water 

from the spring and was saying to her companions: "Tomorrow 

my lord is going to divorce his wife and aarry me " . They 

said to her "Why? " She said to them : " Because she came to 
II 

sit at his table and he saw that her hands were blackened . 

They said to her "Are you less than her? If your lady, when 
~ 
your husband saw that her hands were blackened , he wanted to 

I> 

divorce her , you , since you are entirely black and 

unattractive1
'

1 how much more ao!" 1
'

2 

DCM' T STARE AT IE BrAL&' I Ml SNIRTHY. The c ommunity of 

Iarael aays to th~- nations : "Even though I have been placed 
J 

in your subservlence by God'• anger , you are not permitted . 
to look contemptuoualy143 at me as in the verse : I &m very 

UOMicah 5: 1, 

1' 1see ShJr beShJrJ• Rebbah on 5:11 

1' 2shJr heShi.ri.• Rebbeh 

143aee Raahi 

• 
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angry with those nations that are at ease ; for I was only 
1,U 

angry• little, but they overdid the punishment . 

The proof of 1 t is that every accuser of Israel is 

punished . There is no one that made Israel dearer than 

Moses our teacher and yet because he said II L1sten , you 

rebels" 145 it was decreed concerning him that he would no t 

enter the land. Isaiah, because he said "I live among a 

people of unclean lip~,1•5 it is written then one of the 

seraphim flew over to ae with a live coa1147 • It is not 

said gabelet but as ritzpah, (that le ratzatz peh), crushing 

the mouth148 as where it says : it is a disgrace for the 

vessels of Elijah as it is written : the Israelites have 

forsaken Your covenant, torn do,m Your altars149 . He showed 

him the 'ugat r ' tzaf1m150 (cake baked on hot stones ), All 

of this crushed151 his mouth because he uttered an 

accusation against my children . Iamediately God said to him 

"Anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-Heholah to •ucceed you 

1''zechariah 1:15 • 

1' 6NWBbera 20:10 

1
'

6
1saiah ~ : 5 

1' 71bid, 6 : 6 

1
'

8
sb1r ha Sh1r1111 Rabbah 

1,91 JCings 19 : 1' 

1601 Kings 19:6 

161sh1r HaSh1r1m Rabbah 

..... 



as prophet152 " . 

incredible! 

as if to say : Your prophecies are 

Woe to the nations of the world, for how grave would be 

the judgement for what they have been doing to Israel, as it 

say,-:. "Whoever touches you touches the pupi 1 of his own 

eye"153 . 

Swarthy. Written sb 'barhoret and not sh'horah from the 

womb of my mother because the sun darkened ae like a person 

struck by the sun, where the sun sees that person and tans 

him while not blackening him to his very core . Ugliness 

from one's mother's womb cannot be coapared to occasional 

unseemliness, because with the unseemliness caused by the 

sun , one can stay indoors for a few days and then return to 

his previous condition . This is the way that Israel views 

the eun and the moon and the etars they bad worshipped and 

which caused them their exile. But when their sins were 

cleansed, i-ediately they returned to their former state . 

Because the sun darkened ae while they were worshipping 

the aun, as noted in the verse: Their backs to }the Temple of 

the Lord and their faces to the east; they w.tre bowJng low 

to the •un Jn the •astl 54. This is what the prophet 

intended when be aaid: For •Y people have done ae • twofold 

1521 Kings 19 : 6 

153zechariah 2:12 

16'&zekiel 8:16 



wrong155 . One is this , the other is that they turned their 

backs to the Temple and worsh1pped the sun156 . 

Hy aother's sons quarreled wJth ae . Because the false 

prophets led Israel astray and caused them to suffer exile 

on account of God• s wrath. This is found as well in 

Jeroboam son of Nebat who brought disaster upon Israel after 

the calf as it is said Your seers prophesied to you delusion 

and folly . They dJd not expose your Jn1qu1ty1 51 . 

Another interpretation of my mother ' s sons is that t hi s 

refers to the sons of the nations. Hy mother's sons 

quarreled w1th ae, these are the rebels in Israel who shake 

Israel from observing aitzvot and cause them to g i ve mo~ey 

to the gentiles , for every time that Israel is held back 

from heresy the nations of the world talce their money , as i n 

the passage : Because you would not serve the Lord you..r God , 

you shall have to serve your enea1es158 . 

Tl/BY IIAIB NE (JCJARD fflE VDIE'YARDS. They set me in exile 

among the nations to serve the kings of the nat ions and to 

' pay them tribute! 
_/ 

NY ~ VIJi!'YARD I DID IIY1' GUARD. I rebelled against the 

kingship of the House of David. Now I am paying tribute , 

155Jeremiah 2 : 13 

156The author is f i lling in • detail aissing in 
3ereaiah'• reference to two sins . 

157Lamentat1ons 2 : 14 

1580euteronomy 28 : 47-48 



poll taxes and produce taxes to the king• of gentile 

nat1one. It eaya a• well : •a.cause that ~opJe bas apurned 

the gently flowing waters of Siloaa" - •••u.redly, Hy Lord 

wiJl brJng up against them the aighty aassJve water of the 

hphrates159 . 

Another interpretation of They ••de ae guard the 

vineyards . They placed ae in the lands of the gentiles, to 

pray for compassion for the peace of their lands as is 

indicated by the verse : Seek the welfare of the city to 

which I have exiled you and pray to the Lord in .its behalf; 

So Israel 

prayed for the peace of the kingdom for compassion on the 

lands of the nations - to bestow dew and rain on the face 

of the earth. 161 

lty own vJneyard, ay land and ■y kingdom I did not guard 

becauae we had been exiled froa it, and we have neither king 

nor prince. 

The coaaunity of Iareel offera a petition 

before God and f •ys: •Master of the World, 'teJJ ae, You whom 

I love •o ,,.{J\ •• in: You 91laJJ Jove the Lord your God 

wJtb aJJ your beart, wJtb all your .auJ and wJtb all your 

1159Iaaiah 8 : 6-'1 

160,ereaiah 29:'1 

161troa SJrkat baSbanJ• 

• 



•~ght162 . Por even though You take my life163 I love You as 

it eaya: It 1• tor Your •alee that we are •l•Jn aJJ day long, 

that we are regarded•• •heep to be •Jaugbterea16
'. 

flHER£ lXJ YOO PASTC1RE !'IX1R SHEEP? ll1IERE lXJ YIX1 REST 7HEM AT 

N:XM'? fllhere wJJJ you P••ture at the tiae of the Meesiah? 

ft/here w1ll you rest your flock at noon? Theee are the two 

angui•hes of exile , the pre-Messianic •ufferings165 that are 

like• dry heat storm <•h•r•vJ when the heat bear• down on a 

pereon'• head it ia a peaceless time for all that lives . 

Whether going out or coming in there is no rest . With what 

■erit will they be delivered from tho•e eufferings? 

l't:E WIY SWX1LD I BE AS alE JIIIO ~ ~ . The shin is 

an independent participle as in sh ' atah : that Jt 1• You w/'lo 

are •peak Jag to ae166 , and 1 t• explanation is : For why I 

should be •• one who ve1ls herself, like a ehepherd whose 

flock has been aauled by wolves and he keeps covering 

hia•elf in front of it and everybody talk• about it aaying : 

"'l'he flocks ot your coapanJo,- are doing alri;bt, while 

162Deuterono■y 6:5 

163aerakbot &,a , 61b 

16'Pealaa ,, : 23 

165sanbedr1n 98b 

166Judgea 6 : 17 

~ 
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yours have been mauled" , with him being ashamed and 

embarraased by their words
167

. 

Rabbi Helbo in the name of Rabbi Huna says Jet me not 

be as one who veils h i aself is like the mourner who veils 

his upper lip and is silent . Thus Israel , becau.se their 

exile has been so long for them and all the predicted terms 

of redemption have passed by168 , they are passive and s ile n t 

and lack a retort to reply to the nation.& as i n : I would 

keep •Y aouth auzzled while the wicked •an was 1n my 

presence169 and it aays : I am dWDb , I do not •peak up , f or 

1t 1s Your doinJ10 . 

8 . ) IF YOO 00 !Cl' IQOJ. The spirit of Holiness 

responded to Israel : "If you do not know, what you will do 

and bow wil l I deal with you during the exile and how will I 

give you rest at noon, in times of trouble , at the end of 

the anger preceding the coming of the M.essianic upheaval? " 

GO 1'0LIDI 77iE JtX)'JS:J:EPS OP 2'HE PUJCK. As to say: Go in the 

way of the Patr iarcbs . Just •• Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
i 

trusted in Me and I dild not forsake them netr abandon them 

for it is aaid : They went wandering fro• nat1on to na t 1on, 

161 sh1r haShJrJm Rabbab , Y. Avod\h Zara I I, 4 1c 

168sanhedr1n 97b 

169Paalas 39 : 2 

170Paalma 39 : 10 



He allowed no one to oppress theJD171 . Follow their deeds 

and you will be redeemed by the foot•teps of the flock in 

the flock's ways as in : Your footsteps were not known112 

AND FF:ED )'O(JR KIDS. After you go by their ways and y ou 

observe the trails that the righteous THREADED and you act 

like them and bring up your children by the tents of the 

shepherds in the Houses of Worship and Houses of Study , then 

they wi ll be rescued from the sufferings of the Messiah, as 

it is said : But everyone who invokes the nAllle of the Lord 

shall escape113 So 1 t 1s for our forefathers of blessed 

aeaory. What should a person do to be spared • of the 

sufferings of the Messiah? Let him busy himself with Torah , 

acts of aercy, because the breath of the mouths of babes is 

music for Israel in the exile •ince they are sinless. 

And know that the flock spreads out its hoof before it 

and its feet being split-hoofed; recognized are the places 

where it treads ; places of right of way , therefore it is 

said : .tn the footsteps of the flock. Thi• is a comparison 

to the righteous ones whose ways are recognized and all who 

want to to to) low after them will go and be delivered. 

Likewi•e you find this with the Jt.ings of Judah , for 

anyone who walked in David's path, tbe Holy One helped him . 

171Psalas 105 : 13-14 

172ibid , 77:20 

173.loel 3 : 5 



The Holy One cautions Israel to go in the ways of their 

patriarchs , righteous in order to be delivered. 

Abba Hari, of blessed memory, expounded O fairest of 

women: this is the Community of Israel for she is fairer 

with her deeds and yet more scorned than all of the nations 

as it is said : I have set you apart from other peoples to be 

Hine114 . Among women - when they forget My holy name . 

Women is the same usage as shavtah175 which is like I forgot 

prosperJtl76 . And graze your kids; Make great the Holy One 

since they are the dwelling places of the shepherds since 

when there are no righteous ones in a generation the young 

are seized for the debt of that generation. And this is a 

111idraabic explanation . Bu t a biblical verse must follow its 

literal sense : Dwelling places are in reality a place where 

111editators live, and those are the synagogues and the places 

of study . 

9 . ) TO A HARE IN PIIARAQI' S CHARIOTS. This matter is explained 

as applying to the Holy One in the past at the aplitting of 
') 

the Sea of Reeds when the Holy One aade H11118elf look like 

the horses of Pharaoh, and Be repreaented Peace in feminine 

form. The horses of the Egyptians were doubly equipped and 

17'Leviticus 20 : 26 

175ibid , 26 : 35 

176Laaentat1on• 3 : 17 
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the Egyptians followed that image and they drowned their 

riders in the sea as 1 t is said: Horse and dr J ver He has 

burled Jnto the sea177 . Then I have lJkened you , •Y darling 

is I have silenced you from your complaining with the 

tongue vayJdom since they were complaining about Moses and 

saying: Was Jt for want of graves that we ~ere not buried Jn ~ 

Egyptr 78 • When they saw their enemies dying at the shore 

of the sea , they were silenced from their complaining . My 

beloved is the same usage as my love , like : For the sake of 

•Y brothers and my fellows119 . Abba Mari, of blessed 

memory , explained to a ••re as the language of ent icement 

(hasata), since God enticed the igyptians to pursue Israel 

in order to drown them in the aea180 . Likewise it says : The 

Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart and be gave chase to the 

Israe1Jtes181 • 

In this way you can explain all of the previous verse 

in the past tense , but I have to explain to a 11are 1n 

Pharaoh's cbarJot's in the future as I have explained 

everything fro~ tbe beginning of this book . Up until now it 

has been ab"'1t matters of the exile . 1 have lJkened you, my 

177Exodus 15 : 1 

178Exodus 14:11 

179Paalaa 122:8 

l&OSbJr baSbJrJ• Rabb.ah 

181Bxodua 14 : 8 



darling , To a mare 1n Pharaoh's cbar1ot ' s . The spirit of 

holiness announces to I arael that just as He exacted 

punishment from the former generations, so He will exact 

punishment from the latter ones . So it says : I w1ll show 

b1111 wondrous deeds as 1n your going forth from the land of 

Egypt182 . Just as He enticed Pharaoh and his army to chase 

after the Israelites and He destroyed them, so will God 

entice the families mentioned in Psalm 83 : 2: o God , do not 

be silent to rise up over Israel to drive them from the 

world . 

I have likened you, 111y beloved. Come and see in the 

exodus from Egypt they were brought out by Moses and Aaron 

but in the future it will be by Elijah and the King Messiah . 

The King Messiah corresponding to Moses as it is said: Then 

Be becllllle King in Yeshurun183 . Elijah corresponds to Aaron , 

the holy one of God. 

When Israel departed from Egypt, they ate the manna . 

In the future it is written: Let there be abundant grain i n 

the land, to the top• of the aountaJns18
'. 

When Itn:,ael departed from Egypt a thick cloud was 

spread out to cover them, while in the future it is written : 

182Micah 7 : 15 

183Deuteronoll'J 33:S 

18'P•al .. '72 : 16 
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filbich Jlf.111 serve as a pavilion for shade from beat by day 

and as a shelter for protection aga1nst drench1ng rain185 . 

When Israel departed from Egypt He caused water to drip 

for them from a rock , while in the future where will it come 

from? It will go forth from God's Temple . 

When Israel departed from Egypt, it says God 

redeemetr 8 6 while in the future it is written : The Lord 

w1ll give victory to His anointea1 81 and it says : The Lord 

w.111 give victory to the tents of Judah f.1rst188 , and many 

more similar instances. 

Thus , to a •are 1n Pharaoh's chariot's I have likened 

you •Y dar11ng means I have likened this future redemption 

to the redemption of Egypt, just as when I enticed Pharaoh 

to pursue with his chariots and horsemen . 

10.) YOOR CJll!:BKS ARE CXJl£tY fl1I'1'H CRWll!NI'S. This passage is 

explained with reference to the past, about the standing at 

Mount Sinai, since Israel was standing in rows. Your neck 

tit.1th •tr.1ngs of jewels. These are the camps, where each 

person knew banner and his tribe. Another 

interpretation : Your neck w.1th str.1ngs or jewels. These are 

lBf>Isaiah 4:6 

186Exodus 14 : 30 

187Paalas 20 : 7 

188zeebar1ah 12 : 7 
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the seventy elders (after Moses) who were strung with those 

189 pearls. 

Another interpretation : Your cheeks are comely with 

orna.ments. God says to Israel : "Why have I likened you , my 

beloved to the miracles of Egypt? So that you would be busy 

with Torah amidst the pressure in the exile , " 

What is meant by with jewels? These are the Toro t 

(laws) that are in the Torah. This is the Jaw of the beast 

and of the tow1190 . This shall be the Jaw of the leperl
91

. 

This is the Jaw of the meal otterinJ92
• This is the Jaw of 

jeaJousy193 • This is the Jaw of the guilt ottering
194

. 

This is the Jaw of the sacrifice of peace offerinJ
95

• This 

Js the Jaw when a man dies in a tent196 • This is the law 

tor a nazJrJte197 . Your cheeks are co•ely with orn&111en ts . 

Just as those cheeks were not created but for speech. so 

Iarael was not created except for Torah . Your neck wJ th 

189ct. Shir haShirJm Rabbah 

190Lev1t1cue 11:,6 

191ibid , 1':2 
"l> 

192 ib1C,, 6 : 7 

193NWDbers 5:29 

19'Levit1cus 7 : 1 

195ib1d , 7 : 11 

196NWDbere 19:1, 

1971b1d, 6 : 13 
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strings of jewels. These are the students who sit row 

after row before their teacher198 . With the merit of t h e 

Torah Israel is taken away from troubles . 

11 . ) LET C1S ltlAKB YOU ORNAHENTS OF OOLD WI7f/ RIN1S OF SILVER. This 

is lilte when each g1rl ' s turn ca.me199 . This has al ready 

been explained with reference to the past when God said to 

the co1DJ11unity of Israel when they went forth from Egypt . 

Orn11.11ents of gold. This is the booty obtained at the sea. 

W1th rJngs of silver . This is the booty obtained in Bgypt . 

Just as gold is more valuable than silver , so was the booty 

obtained at the sea more valuable than the booty obtained in 

Egypt . Let us .make you is like Let us make aan 1n our 

J.aage200 and this is like I will make . Another 

interpretation of Let us make (for you) is that it is like 

We have won no v.1ctory on earth201 . Everywhere that you 

find Jach with a sh'va it is aasculine . With a patach it is 

feminine , except for the •tnahta, •of pasuk or zake.1f. 

Let us return to tbe booty at the sea and the boot y 

aade in lgypt : Ornuented wJ.th jewels202 . Orn-ented; this 
~ 

198sbJ.r haSh.1rJ.m Rabbah 

199Esther 2 : 12 

200Genesis 1:26 

2011saiah 26 : 18 

202zzekiel 16 : 7 
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is the booty of Egypt. H1th jewels; this was the booty at 

the sea wJth rings of silver. 

Another interpretation of Let us aake you rings of 

gold; this refers to the giving of the Torah which i s more 

desirable than gold, than •uch fine go1tr03 . - Rabbi Abba bar 

Kahana said these are the letters. Rabbi Aha said these are 

the word5. 

And so , in the future , Let us •alee for you ornaJBents of 

gold this 15 the deliverance destined to come which will be 

greater than all previous deliverances . HJ.th rings of 

silver: with all the goodness that God has bestowed on 

Israel from ancient times. 

Another interpretation of Let us make you ornlllDents of 

gold is as : Instead of copper, I wJ.ll brJ.ng golcP04 . HJ.th 

rJ.ngs of sJ.lver: Jnstead of Jron, 1 will brJng silver2°5 . 

The riches of nations •hall flow to you206 • Dust clouds of 

caaels •hall cover you. The droae·darJes of lfidian and 

Ephab, their gold and silver wJ.th them201 . 

203Paalaa 19:11 

2041aaiah 60 : 17 

205ibid 

206ibid, 60 : 5 

2071bid, 60 : 6 
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12 . ) WHILE THE KING ~ ON HIS CXXXB. With reference to the 

past, while God was revealed at Sinai to give the Torah to 

Israel. 

NY NARD GAW: FDR'17I ITS FRAGRAN::E. The scent of the golden 

calf ' s incense has already ascended . This is comparabl e to 

a king who betroths a woman of noble descent. While 

preparing the huppah he fin ds that she is committing 

licentiousness. A bride ls unsuited who thinks of 

faithlessness while under the huppah208 . Abba Mari, of 

blessed memory , explained gave forth J ts fragrance as 1 et 

off its good fragrance, similar to: But S1hon did not 

let209 . Sihon would not let Israel go in peace . 

In the future, While the king is on his couch will mean 

while the shekhina is in the highest heavens. Hy nard gave 

forth its fragrance will mean there is author i ty for 

punishment from the nations210 as it is said : Jacob v0Jt1ea2 11 

to wipe out what Js left of Ir212 • And says : And break down 

.. 
208sbabbat 88b 

2O9Numbers 21 : 2-3 

21OMidrash Zuta 

211Genesis 28:20 

212NWDbera 24 : 19 



all tbe sons of Seth213 while Israel is triumphant
21

' and it 

ie aaid : For I w.111 alike an end of all the natJons
215

. 

13 . ) NY Bl!U1VED ro ME IS A BAG OF H'IRRl:l. With refer enc e to the 

past , even though ay nard bas given forth .1ts fragrance, the 

Holy One has pardoned him as it is written : And the Lord 

said, " I pardon , as you have asJced"216 . The 111y rrh is His 

shekhina which one finds between the two columns of the Ark 

as it is said : LODGED IJE'1WBEN 1W BREASTS. Just as t he br eas ts 

a r e covered by a woman ' s clothes , so were the two columns o f 

the Ark covered by the paroJchet as it is written: The poles 

projected so long that they were not v i s.1ble outs.1de217 ; 

i . e . that they were both v i sible and invisible , protruding 

as the two breasts of a woman218 . It is written : There I 

wi l l aeet with you •. • fro111 between the two cberubJm
219

• 

In the future 111y beloved is to ae as a bag of myrrh, 

whether He hands ae over into exile, whether He acts 

bitterly towards me through the servitude o f the kingdoms, 

21 3NWDbers 2, : 19 
7> 

21 '1bid, 2, : 18 

215Jeremiah 30: ll 

216Nu.mbers 14: 20 

2171 X.ings 8 : 8 

218Yo•• &,a 
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He is my beloved, my love. I will not forget, nor have I 

forgotten Him, as in : All thJs bas come upon us, yet we have 

not forgotten You22O . Lodged between •Y breasts. My _ love 

is always in my heart, His Unity is connected with my soul . 

Another interpretation of a bag of myrrh : .Just as a 

woman places a bag of myrrh between her breasts for perfume , 

so is the sheJchJna between the two columns of the Ark. 

14. ) A CLlJSTER OF HENNA BLOCHS IS 1W BELOVED 70 HE. With 

reference to the past , even though Israel sinned with the 

(golden) calf, the Holy One did not depart from their midst , 

as it is said: Lodged between my breasts221 . It is called a 

cluster of henna which is a cluster of perfume as henna with 

narcr222 • Its explanation is: a man to whom everything 

belongs223 , i.e. the Holy One. The cluster: who pardons me 

for all of my transgressions22'. 

In the vineyards of BJn-GedJ. There is a place in the 

land of Israel whose naae is Ein-Gedi. Its vineyards are 

pleasing and Scripture praises it because there tbey have 

aade wine wJth purity for JJbatJollS and for .. cr1fJces. It 
~ 

220Psalms ',, : 19 

221song of Songs 1:13 

222song of Songs ,:13 

223shabbat 88b, (aJ •hebakol •heJo) and SbJr 
haSbJr1a Rabbah (1sb sbehalcol bo) 

22'Targum 
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is expounded as that after God forgave Israel for malting the 

calf, He cautioned them against the sacrifices and the 

libations in order to benefit them. Therefore it is saiq: 

The book VaYiqra
225 following the making of the calf . 

Bar Nazira explained the cluster of henna as the man t o 

whom everything belongs, this is the Holy One for it is 

said : The Lord is a man of war226 who calls the nations to 

account and delivers Israel , and it the proof of this matter 

is the Battle of Yehoshaphat221 which was in the vineyards 

of Ein-Gedi , as it is said, this is Hazazon-Tamar228 . And 

it is written : After that , Hoab1tes , Ammonites, together 

with so11Je Am.mon1m , cllJIJe against Yehoshaphat to wage war
229 

and they were cut down before Yehoshaphat. In this way the 

Holy One intends to call the nations to a c count and to bring 

Israel close . 

With reference to the future, a cluster of henna will 

mean Israel who bas waited for God's deliverance
230 

and who 

has suffered the pangs of exile and bas •aid to the nations 

225 vay1qra, the third book of the Torah 

226Exodus 15 : 3 

227 II Chronicles 20 : 2 

228ibid 

229ibid, 20 : 1 

230sanhedrin 97b 
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"The world is mine", will have to say my beloved is .mine
231

• 

Thus 1 t is that God loves Israel as a cluster of henna 

blooas Jn the vineyards of BJn GedJ and is sending His 

Anointed to them for it is said : He tethers his ass to a 

vine , bis asses' foal to a choice v 1ne
232

• For the 

vineyards of B1n-Gedi are very famous and Israel is compared 

to a vine: The vineyard of the Lord of Hosts ls the House of 

Israel , and the seedlings Be lovingly tended are the men of 

Judah233 . Therefore it is said Jn the vineyards of Ein-Gedi 

which is Hazazon Ta.mar. 

15 . ) SEBOLD, YtXT ARE FAIR, MY LOVE. With reference to the past , 

when I spoke with you at Sinai you said : "All that which God 

bas spoken we ,,,ill do and we ,111111 obey11234
• 

YOO ARE FAIR, WI7JI )'[)[1R aJVE-LIKE E'fES. These are the eyes o f 

the commu.n1ty235 , since they are instruc t Israel concerning 

prohibitions and permitted things. Just as each dove knows 

its station, so for the Sanhedrin236 , where everyone knows 

bis position. You are fair , my lov e with •itzvot, 

231song of Songs 1 : 13 

232Genesia 49 : 11 

233Isa1ah 5:7 

23'Exodue 2,:1 

235shJr haShiri • Rabbah 

236ib1d 

You are 
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fa1r, since your eyes •r• dove-lJJce with acts of loving-

kindness. Just as doves are perfect, so is Israel perfect 

with mitzvot. Just as doves are pleasing in their goings , 

so is Israel pleasing in their going on thei r pilgrimage 

ascents three times a year237
• 

And with reference to the future you are taJr; my love 

is for when Israel will be gathered from the four corners of 

the world. Hy love, when I will aalte you beloved and loved 

behold you are fair, with your dove-like eyes, a generation 

all of whose actions are pleasing as in: And Your people, 

all of them r1ghteous238 and it says : Such is the generatJon 

of them that seek after H1111, that seek Your presence
239

• 

Then, they will come to Zion as doves as has been said : Who 

are these ,tho f lo11t l1Jce a cloud, lJJce doves to their 

cotes~•o 

Indeed Israel has been coapared to doves since doves do 

not struggle when they are slaughtered, so Israel hand 

themselves over for the sanctification of God's name, as has 

been said: 

day long, 

It 1• for Your •a.Jee that we are slaughtered all 

that we are regarded as sheep to be 

237ibid 

238Isa1ah 60:21 

239Psal•• 24:6 

2401saiah 60:8 
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slaughterecl'1 . Just as a dove is blameless, ao is Israel 

blameless and just as a dove, even when you carry off her 

chicks from under her she does not leave her dwelling , so 

Israel, even though they have forgotten the Temple and 

abol ished the sacrificial system , they have not forgotten 

Jerusalem, the holy city , as has been said : If I forget you , 

o Jerusalem, let my right band forget 1ts cunning242 . And , 

just as a dove draws other birds with her, so Israel draws 

the nations with her . Just as doves produce their young 

every month243 , so concerni ng Israel it is wr i tten for t he 

future , as has been said : And new moon after new moon , all 

flesh shall co•e to worship me244
. 

16 . ) YOO 1W IJEUJVl!D, ARE HANDSCHE, PLEASING 1NIEED I Thi• is with 

reference to the past - when the Holy One stood pleasing 

before Israel as in : Truly good to IsraeJ245 and Israel gave 

praise to the Holy One tor all of the goodnesses that He 

bestowed upon them as has been said : 1 ~Jll r•count the kind 

acts of the Lord, the praises of the Lord for all the Lord 

241Psalms 44 : 23, also quoted in Shir haShJrim 
Rabbah 

242 ib1d, 197:5 , also in Shir haShirim Rabbah 

2
~

3 Targwn 
244Iaaiah 66 : 23 

245Paalas 73 : 1 
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has bestowed upon us246 • Pleasing, Jndeed! And even though 

He c-.me unto us in anger and wrath Be remembers Bis mercy 

and is pleasant to us as has been said : In wrath remember 

compassion247 . 

ALSO CK1R cocx::H IS VERDANT, also our patriarchs who are our 

resting place, the bed which came to us from them . For they 

were verdant and strong about the Unity of God . Whatever 

caae to them received it favorably whether it was good or 

whether it was the opposite. So David said : In God, whose 

word I praise, jn the Lord, whose word I praJs~48 . Whether 

by the divine attribute of justice or by the divine 

attribute of punishment . And he said : I raise the cup of 

deliverance and invoke tbe naJDe of the Lorc?'
9

. 

Another interpretation : You •Y beloved are handsome , 

this is God , He is good and pleasing to Israel in deliver ing 

them from the hand of their enemies. Also our couch is 

verdant; the land of Israel too is verdant with her fTuits 

as referred to when it is said: But you, 0 mountains of 

I•rael , shall yJeld your produce and bear your fruit tor Hy 

people Israe1250 and 1 t aays : All kinds of trees for food 

246Iaaiah 63 : 7 

247Habbaku.k 3 : 2 

248Psalma 66 : 11 

249 ibid, 116 : 13 

250Ezek1el 36 : 8 

I 
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w111 grow on both banks of the streu,. 

not wJther nor the1r tru1t ta11251
. 

The1r leaves w11 1 

Another interpretation of also our couch 1s verdant , 

this is the Temple , for during the entire time that it stood 

Israel was fruitful and multiplied as it is eaid : Judah and 

Israel were as numerous as the sands of the sea252 and just 

as the bed is made for rest, so as long as the Temple stood • 

Ierael was at peace as it is said : Pra1sed be God who gi ves 

rest to H1s people Israe1253 . 

17.) THE BEAMS OF OUR IKX.ISE ARE CEIMRS. These are the righteous 

ones254 as in : The r1ghteous bloom 11ke a date palm, they 

thrive like a cedar 1n Lebanon255 • And why does he liken 

them to a date palm and cedars? Since just as they hav e 

extensive shade , so the reward of the righteous ones is 

extensive in this world and in the world to come. In this 

world it 1& written : Be g1ves food to those who fear HJm
256 

and for the world to come it is written: Bow abundant 1s the 

25iibid, 67:12 

2521 Kings 6 : 20 

253 ibid, 8 : 56 

254sbJr haSh1r1• Rabbah 
255Paalas 92:16 

266ibid, 111 : S 

• 
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good You have in store for those who fear You
257

. And just 

as with these trees, their core is directed to beaven, so 

are the hearts of the righteous ones directed to Heaven . 

.Yust as the cedar and the date palm, when pruned, do not 

grow back , so for righteous ones , when dead cannot be 

replaced. The beams of our house are cedars these are the 

people versed in Torah by whose merit Israel exists . 

CfPRBSSES nlB RAFTERS, these are cypresses , types of 

cedars . The rafters are placed corresponding to the beams 

so that humans may walk over them since they are strong. 

The, explanation is that these are the students , both of 

these protect the generation . 

... 

257 ib1d , 31 : 20 

• 

" 
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CHAPTER 2 

1.) I AN 7flE NARCISSUS OP SHARQi. The Community of Israel says 

before God: "Master of the world, our ancestors were strong 

in declaring the oneness of God, and I, too , even though I 

am in exile, in the servitude to the nations, 1 have not 

abandoned my good ■cent nor veered from His commandments . I 

am covered by the shade of the Torah which dwells
1 

in the 

Ark . 112 

LILY OF THE VALLEYS. A lily in the depths of the Torah . 

I am the narcissus of Sharon . Just as the narcissus of 

Sharon does not grow without water, so Israel does not grow 

without Torah and sages. LJly of the valleys, since it is 

moist and not wilted , eo Israel ia aoiatened by the 

coamandments3 , whereas a lily of the hills does wilt , that 

is why it is said JiJy of the valleys, just as this lily is 

beautiful, ao is Israel beautiful with their actions. 

2 . ) ~s A LILY l#KB3 2'JlE .lBHIS. .Juat •• the lily ia beautiful 

aaong the thorns and •verybody recognizes a aoiet lily , ao 

1• IeraeJ...}'ecognized aaong the nations and 1• aet apart fro■ 

all their defilements and their impurities••• lily aaong 

1Targwn 

2Sb1r haSb1r1a Rabblah 

3Sb1r baShir1• Rabbah, cf. Sanhedrin 92b 

, 
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the thorns. If it leans one way or the other it ie torn by 

the thorns' . 

Likewise if Israel leans from the path of the Lord,_ -the 

nations of the world immediately come upon them , striking 

and punishing them. 

As a lily among the thorns . Just as it is difficult 

for this lily to be picked from among the thorns, so it is 

difficult for Israel to be redeemed from among the nations5
• 

As a lily 01ong the thorns. Just as this lily i s for 

nothing other than smell, so Israel was created only to 

waft praise to God as it is said: TbJs people I ror•ed for 

Myself, they will tell Ny praJse6
• 

As a lily 11111ong the thorns. Just as the lily wilts in 

a heat spell7 , so does Iarael suffer because of Beau . For 

when Esau will be wiped out, it is said: And no •urvivor 

w1ll be left of the Bouae of Bsau8 , Israel will i1DJ1ediately 

bloom like the lily, as it is said : I wJll be to I•r•el JJke 

dew, be •hall blossom l1ke the 1111. The lily when it is 

small is called a narcissus but when it 1• grown is called a 

. --.,..._ 
Leviticus Rabbah : Abare Mot 

5Shir haShirJa Rabbah 

6Iaaiah ,s:21 

1shJr haShirJ• Rabbah 

8obadiah 1:18 

9&oeea 1, : 6 
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lJly, but becauee Ierael ie aaong the nations amidst al l 

kinda of trouble• that 1e why ehe 1• called••• lJly ••ong 

the thorns. 

3 • ) LIKE AN APPLE Al«MG DlB 7R£!S OF 'lJIE l'alE51, SO IS NY BEUNED 

AICB3 DlB ~ . The Co1DJ11unity of Ierael eays : "Just as the 

apple has a good ecent and is recognizable .. ong the trees 

of the forest, where there are no fruit [trees] be•ides it , 

eo the Holy One is unique to Israel and they have not chosen 

anyone other than Him , as in: If we forgot the n .. e of our 

God and •pread forth our hands to a foreJ.gn got:r O. " Why 

does it ••Y apple above other kinds of fruit? To tell you 

that just as an apple 1• not ripe until the month of SJvan , 

eo the Torah••• not given until SJvan, and lo , it is what 

protects Ierael in the ex1le11 . 

I rm.I<B'l' m srr DI HIS SBAm. Sven though the nations of 

the world are plotting again.et ae to oppr••• ae, we have not 

forgotten Bi• On•n••• • nor did we cheat on Bi• covenant . 

HIS l'RUIT SIC/IT m ltY 11:XJ'lH and Hi• Torah 1• eweet to my 

aou th for the Torah 1• cal led a fruit• 
~ ~2 

fru.Jt 1• better than gold, fine gol~ • 

ae it 1• eaid: Ny 

Rabbi Ahava eon of 

Zeira eaye juet •• thie apple, froa the tiae that it blooms 

lOPealae ,, : 21 

11shJr baSbJrJa R•bbab 

12Proverb• 8:19 

• 
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until it• fruit 1• ripe is 50 days, so the time from 

Ierael'• going out from Egypt until they received the Torah 

waa 50 days . 

4 • ) HE BRC01HT HE 7\? 'DIE BAN:PB'1' RDCH. This is Mount S1na113 , 

and why is 1 t called the banquet rooa? Just as wine 

invigorates the body, eo do lessons of Torah invigorate 

those who etudy them as it is said: ,or they are• graceful 

wreath upon your heat:r• and 1 t -Y•: 'l'hrough ae kings reign 

and rulers declare just laws
15

. And, just as there are 

several kind• of wine , so do words of Torah have eeveral 

understandings . Just as wine is not to be served in 

anything but a good vessel , so word• of Torah are fulfilled 

only in a good person16 and in the same way it 1• said: Be 

reserves •ound wJ•do• for the uprJght11 . 

BIS BANNIIR OF LOYB fAS m.'l:R 1€. This ie the banner of the 

Torah, for sage• are the Torah'• banner•. With reference to 

the fut\ll'e , Be will bring ae to the Temple, for juet as a 

pereon delight• in a banquet room, eo the Teaple i• a joy 

for Ierael •• 1 t 1• eaid : 'l'bat I ••Y co•• to tbe al tar 

13SbJr baShJrJ• Rabbah 

1 'Proverb• 1:9 

161bid, 8 : 15 

1611terally "body" 

171b1d, 2:7 
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[reapJeJ of God, God •Y delight, •Y joy1
8 and it aays : And 

Jet them rejoice in Ny Bou•e of Prayer19 • This is : He 

brought ae to the banquet roo• and Bis banner of J~ve was 

over ae, Le . when the Holy One ..,JJJ ra1se a flag to the 

nations and asse•bJe the dr1ven ones of Israel and will 

gather the dispersed of Judah20 . Thi• flag [in Iaaiahl is 

the banner [in the Song of Songs) . 

5 • ) SUSTAIN MI fa7'H RAISIN CAKES. Ash1shot 1• used only for 

atrengthening as in : For the ra1s1n cakes of K1r-hareseth 

you •hall aoan aost p1t1full~ 1 • At first, when Iarael was 

living in tranquility, Israel'• sages would expound for 

them words of rebuke and words of restraint in order to keep 

them humble ao that they would n.ot depart from the words . 

Theae represent the ra1sin cakes . BUt when difficult 

atrai ts would increaae and the tiae of the Messianic pangs 

will begin, the aagee will expound with words of comfort in 

order to enhearten Iarael to protea• the Oneness of the Holy 

One•• it 1• aaid : 

RBPRESH 1£ HffH APf1U!lS for juat •• the acent of apple• ia 

~~ ah appealing ao are the word.a of Tor and the comforts 

18Paalaa ,3 : 4 

19Iaaiah 66:7 

201aaiah 11 : 12 

21Iaaiab 16 : 7 
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attractive to Iarael. Likewise, David ••Y•: lihtm I a.m 

fJlled wJth cares, Your coaforts delJght •Y •ou122 • 

~ I All SVFf1BRIN3 ltlU'1l LOVE. I am pained over l~e of You 

and yet have not cheaten on Your covenant. SufferJng with 

Jove•• in: No one of you Js •ufferJng wJth ae23 as if to 

aay no one of you 1• pained about ■e to tell ■e the word• of 

my beloved . Another interpretation of for I u, faJnt wJth 

Jove as when you find Aanon faint about Tamar'• love, out of 

hi• great love of her as 1 t 1• aaid: "ftlby are you so 

dejected, o son of the Icing, aornJng after aornJ.ng? Tell 

••I" and it 1• alao written: Aanon eaid "I - 1.n Jove wJth 

raaar, the sJster of •Y brother Av•h•loa".2'. And even 

though the one is prohibited and the other 1• permitted this 

1• but a parable and a case that Ierael 1• faint in the 

exile for love of their Creator each and everyday hope for 

Bi• deliverance and bear the yoke of the foreign nations, 

eerving out of love and joy -idat affliction. What ·1• the 

Scriptural baai• for coaparing the word• of Torah to apple•? 

It i• aaid: LJJce golden apple• Jn •Jlver ~ows,Jeces J• a 

word fitly •polcen25 . Therefore it 1• aaid: -
22Paal .. 94:19 

231 Saauel 22:8 

2'11 Samuel 13:, 

25Proverb• 2&:11 
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REPRBSH NE WI'l'H APFUJS, the words of Torah, the words of 

the prophets, the words of the aage•, and the words of 

comfort and the promiaes that have been apoken in order to 

mitigate the heart's grief, and so David •aid : Were not Your 

Torah •Y delJgbt26 . 

Our rabbis, may their aemories be blessed, made a 

comparison to a woman whose husband went overseas and was 
..... 

detained from (returning) to her. Ber neighbor woaen would 

say: "Why do you wait all this time? Don't you know that 

your hueband does not intend to return? " What did she do? 

She would bring her ketuba out and look at it each and every 

day and her mind would be at ease. 

So when Israel faces trouble, they look at the words of 

Torah and are comforted for it is written in the Torah : For 

the Lord wJJJ aga1n delight 1n your well be1ng, •• 1n that 

of your ancestors21 and it i• eaid : Then the Lord your God 

wlll turn your capt1v1ty and take you back 1n love28 , for 

the Lord your God 1• a coapass1onate Goil9 , tb1s I recall to 

•Y ■1ntr0 . 

26Peal- 119:92 

270.uteronomy 30 19 

281bid, 30:3 

29ibid, ,:31 

301.u1entationa 3 : 21 

• 
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Another interpretation of ror I am •1ck td th lovl!. 

J'uet ae a pereon who ie sick needs healing, eo Israel needs 

healing ae it 1• said : I 1t.1JJ heaJ your •rfJJctJ'"ons9 1 and 

juet ae a eick pereon feeds hiaaelf nothing but warm bread 

and soft foods eo this generation does nbt search after 

[Talmudic] tractatee, nor logical inferences but aggadic 

thinking and the conversation of the aages32 . All the more 

eo in this, our wretched generation that if sages have 

spoken this way in their generation , what ahould we eay? 

Rabbi Yi tzhak said at f irat, they would want to hear the 

words of N.1shnah and the words of raJ■ud, but now they want 

to hear Bible and •ggada. Rabbi Levi said when there was 

plenty33 they wanted to lieten to NJshnah and TaJ■ud, while 

now, when nothing ia plent1ful31 , and furthermore when they 

are •JcJc from enslaveaent, they want to hear words of 

aggadah and comfort . 

6 . ) HIS urrr HAND CMa!R NY JIBAD as it is written : In that day 

the Lord wJJJ •et HJ• hand the •econd tJae3'. BIS RIGHT HAND 

JN:R4£ZS__. •• it 1• written: 'l'he Lord has •worn His right 

31J'erea1ah 3 : 22 

32N1draah zuta 

3311terally: "when the perutah was found" 

3 '1aa1ah 11:11 
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His rJght hand embraces ae. Praiee to God for the left hand 

36 -pushes away and the right hand brings close and similarl y 

it says : In slight anger, for• aoment I h1d my lace from 

you , but w1th k1ndness everlast1ng I w1ll ta.Jee you back 1n 

Jove31 and eays : For 1n anger I •truck you down , but 1n 

favor I take you back38 and eays : For he Js angry but for a 

aoaent, and when Be Js pleased there Js l1te
39

. 

7 • ) I ADJURE ml, 0 HAIDl!NS OF JERI.JSALDI. Rabbi Eliezer says 

swear by the heavens , by t .he earth and by the Heavenly Host 

and by the host of the earth'0 . 

OR IN '!HE RAHS OF 2'HE l"IELI). These are the people of the 

generation of religioue pereecution who did God ' • will since 

they shed their blood as the blood of the atag and as a ram 

as it 1• aaid : It Js tor Your •alee that we •r• •1•1n all day 

Jonr,' 1 . 

3~1d, 62:8 

36sanhedrin 107b 

37 ib1d, &,:e 
38ib1d, &0 : 10 

39Pealaa 30: 6 

,oSbJr haSbJrJ• Rabbah 

' 1Pealae ,, : 23 
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DO NOT NIKE CE RtXJSE. Rabbi Belbo ••id there are four 

oath• bere. One, God adjures 

rebel againat God's Kingdom . 

Israel that they will not 

and one that they w.t'l l not 

prolong the end [of days] . One, adjuring the Kingdoms not 

to aake the yoke too heavy upon I■rael , for if they make the 

yoke too heavy upon Israel, they would cause the end [of 

days) to arrive before its time. And one that [Israel) wil l 

not reveal their ■ecrets to the nations of the world. 42 

'l'IIE u:NE, UNTIL IT PLFASE! Thie ia the love with which 

God loved Israel , as it ia aaid: I have loved you, •aid the 

Lor4'3 • OntJl Jt please the Kingdom of Heaven, from God , as 

it 1• ••id: ~hen a flag Js raJ•ed Jn the hJlls, take note. 

Jtlhen a raJD ' • born ls blow, take bee4'
4 

• By g•zelles or 

hinds of the field. The oath 1• that they would not rebel 

against the [foreign] kingdoms , for if they would rebel 

againat the [foreign} kingdoms , their blood would be spilled 

a• a gazelle or a hind . 

Another interpretation of by the gazelle• or bJnds is 

the Lord of Boats . And by the One who wounds hind■ by His 

decree untJJ Jt please, as in : I wJJJ ,noellk •Y vengeance on 

ado■ thro~b Ny people I•rae145 • 

' 2Tov1ah ben Bliezer '• text 1• a coapoai te of 
•everal ■Jdra•bJa found in SbJr haShJrJ■ Rabbah . 

' 3Nalachi 1:32 

''1aaiah 18:3 

' 5azek1el 25:1, 
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8 . ) 'J'BE saJND Ol' ltY Bl!UJVD)f B1IBXD JIB IS CCNDG, LUPING. W 1th 

reference to the past, Rabbi Yehudah eays : When Mosb said 

to Israel n'l'his aonth is ••rked for you ..46 and says to them 

"In this •onth you are to be redeemed" , he said, "Did not 

the Holy One eay to Abraham, our father, And they shall be 

enslaved and oppressed four hundred years• 1 ? Thia is not 

our thin.king , but rather that of Rabbi Yehudah . He said to 

them : "In as much•• He pleaaee in your redemption, He does 

not look at your time calculations , but is leaping over the 

aountains, skipping over the hills. Leaping over the terms 

of redemption and skipping over the time calculations48 . 

Rabbi Nehemiah expounded leaping over the aounta.1ns by the 

aerit of the Patriarchs , •Jc1pp.1ng over the hills by the 

aerit of the Matriarchs. 

And with reference to the future , Rabbi Yudan and Rabbi 

Runia in the nue of Rabbi Eliezer the eon of Rabbi Yosi the 

Gallilean aay that when the King Neasiah will come and aay 

to Ierael: "In thi• aonth you are to be redeemed", th~y will 

••Y: "Ood ewore that Be will enelave ue aaong the eeventy 

nations" and he will reply : " leapJag over the •ou.ntaJns, 

•kipping over tbe bill•"· When one of you who ie exiled to 

46
Bxodu• 12:2 

' 7oene•1• 1&:13 
48 !'argua, h•Jk.ta RabbatJ , pJua 1& 

• 
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one nation, it is as though the entire nation had been 

enslaved by them for the evil kingdo■ ha• ruler• among all 

the nations and they rule over Iarael . The sound of my 

beloved! Behold, He 1s com1ng! These are the sounds that 

are destined to come before the Meaaiah. Leap1ng over the 

aounta1ns, ekipping over the hills, this 1• Elijah, •• 1• 

aaid about him : How welcome on the aountalns are the 

root•teps of the herald; announcing happiness, heralding 

good fortune, announcing victory1' 9 

9.) IIY BIIUNIID IS LIKE A GAZELIA, which is light on 1 ts feet CR 

A !'CtlMi STAG, which is small among the stags. And why is He 

like a gazelle? .Just as the stag aleeps with one of his 

eyes open, ao when Ood 1• angry at Iarael and places them i 1 

difficult straits, He stands by them and eaves them•• it is 

aaid : In all their •traits He was troublet1'0 . 

TllBRE Ia S7'ANZlS Bl!HIND <XE NLU, as if to aay, Ood i s for 

Iarael, as it 1• aaid: His help 1• v•ry near to tho•e who 

fear Him51 , and even if one from Iarael 1• at the end of the 

earth , when he call• out to God, 1-ediately Be answer• him , 
---

' 91aaiah &2 : 7 

&Oibid, 63 : 9 

51Paalaa 15:10 
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•• it i• eaid: ,ro• the ctnd or the ••rth I wJJJ c:ell to 

You52 and it aays : The Lord J• near to ell who cell BJa53 . 

GAZIN3 PllCN fflE filIN!DiS, Ser ipture epeaks in the language 

of hWDana who gaze and peer and its explanation is : God 

looks down from Hie holy heaven• to deliver the righteous as 

in: Look down fro• Your holy abode, fro• beeven5
' ror He 

look• down rrom B1s holy height; the Lord beholds the earth 

fro• heaven to bear the groans or the prJ•oner, to release 

those c:ondeaned to deetb55 and becauae stags and hinds have 

aixteen56 eyes therefore Scripture likens God to • gazelle 

or • young •t•g and aaya : GAZING PllCN '1JIB JiINDCXS, PIIl!RIN; '1IIRtXKiH 

nm Lilfl'Ic::B-M:Rt', aince th• Holy One baa eyes too pure to look 

upon ev1r1 • And it aays : Truly the eye of the Lord Js on 

tho•• who fear Bia, who wait for Bis lov1ngkindne•s68 and it 

.. ya: lty •Y•• are on the feithrul aen of the land, to have 

the• et ay •1de59 and it aays: The eyes or the Lord ere on 

62ibid, 61 : 3 

63 ibid, 1,5 : 18 

6 '0euteronoay 26 : 16 

65Paal■• 102:20,21 

66The r .. heJ teJvot 
abbreviated tet.%•yJn 

67Habakkuk 1:13 

61Paal.- 33 : 18 

59ibid, 101 : 6 

are yod . wew, 
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the rJgbteous60 and it says: For now I have •••n w1th Hy own 

eye.61 and it ••v•: As for He, I NJ•pond and Joolc on h1m
62

• 

therefore it is aaid : GazJng frollJ the w1ndows , peer"£ng 

through the JattJce-worlc. for God is gazing and aeeing the 

wretchedness of Hie people and acouts and looks at the 

troubles that larael •uffers for the eanctification of His 

great name . 

10 . ) NY B!WVBD SPCJ<E AND SAID 20 IE, tbi• 1a the time of the 

redemption. [when] God intends to eend Elijah the prophet, 

•• it 1& •aid : Lo, I will •end the prophet Blijah to you 

before the co•Jng of the great awesome day of the Lor4'
3

• 

lly belove!d spoke through Elijah AND BB &\ID ro HE through the 

Neaaian1c King, NUSE I« DARL11l3 as in : Ari•e, sJt [on your 

throne) JerusaJea6' and it •ays : ArJse, ahJne, for your 

lJgbt b•• dawner/5 . ArJ•e, fro• the dust
66

. 

NY DARLIJG, 1W FAIR alE; a nation that knows ■e and bas 

not exchanged me [for another). Bear O I•raeJ , the Lord J$ 

60ibid, a, : 16 

61 Zechar 1;;' 9: 8 

62Boeea 1, : 1 

63Nalachi 3 : 23 

~•Isaiah ~2:2 

65ibid, 60 : 1 

66op cit. 
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our God, the Lord is One67 . Ny f•ir one, for you have made 

me fair before all the nations, for you have not exchanged 

my religion for the religion of the nations . 

Cai#B AHAY! as in : But the redee11Jed shall "'•lk there
68

. 

11.) rCfi 11:M DIE RAINY SEASal IS PAST. These a .re the difficult 

strai ta of the four empires, which are like the r•Jny 

•eason, a time of snow and wind and cold and mid-winter . 

'l'HE RAINS ARE m.a AND GalE, all of them will all end and 

have perish as it ia said : I will ••ke •n end of •11 the 

nations among which I have banished you69 •uch nations •hall 

surely be destroyed70 and their peoples shall be burnings of 

l1ae, thorns cut down that are set on rire71 . 

12.) 'l'IIE ~ Al1ff:AR ai mE BARrB, these are the righteous 

one• who will arise close to Elijah'• coming . 

'l'HB 'l'1JtE OF PRlMING HAS OCME, after the righteous ones 

ariae as in: '/'he knowJedgeabJe -ong the people, "1ill aake 

■any understani12 and it eaya : But the JcnoHJedg11abJe will 

~ 

670euterono11y 6:t 

681aaiah 35 : 9 

69Jere11iah ,6:28 

701aaiah 60 : 12 

711b14, 33 : 12 

72Dan1el 11:33 
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under11tand13 , then Be will make retribution against the 

wicked and the nations of the world as in: SWJng the s1ckle 

for the crop Js rJpe74 and it eay& : He •h•ll .-t,)-Jke down 

earth with the rod of HJs aouth and slay the wicked with the 

breath of HJs 1Jps75 , the crushing of the transgressor and 

the sinners shall be together and those who forsake the Lord 

shall perish16 . 

THE SCB3 OF 7HE 7tRZL!OOVE IS HBARD DI tXR LAND, this is 

Elijah's voice . 3ust aa the turtledove SURRENDER its life 

on behalf of its mate, so Elijah eurrendered his life on 

behalf of Israel as it 1• eaid: Answer ae O Lord, answer 

ae77 and it eays: fihen it was tJae to pre•ent the aeal 

offering tbe prophet Elijah caae forward and saJd .. • nI am 

your •ervant"78 . He epoke before the Master of the World : 

"You intend to aend ae at the end of days. If ay words of 

prophecy are uaele•• now, how will they receive ae at the 

end of day•?" &lijah'• aiasion here 1• like the a1ss1on of 

No••• our teacher at Ierael ' • exodus froa Egypt. .Just as 

No-• our teacher aroae and etood in the breach because of 

7 3ibid, 12 : 10 

7'3oel 4 : 13 

75Ieaiah 11:, 

761b1d, 1:28 

771 Xinge 18 : 37 

78ib1d, 11 : 36 
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the calf, so 1• Elijah destined to •tand in tbe breach on 

behalf of Carael and all this aatter can be expounded as 

applying to the past or to the future. 

Rabbi Berekiah in the name of Rabbi Yitzhalc aaid the 

blo••o•• appear on the earth these are the four eraftsmen
79

. 

Elijah , the righteous priest and Melchizedek80 and the King 

Messiah and the Anointed of War81
. The tJae of pruning bas 

coae, to iapose retribution upon the nations, pun1sh.1Dent 

upon the peopJes82 • 'l'he •ound of the turtledove is the 

aou.nd of the coming of deliverance . 

13 . ) f7IB F'IG fflD' PVTS FCR17l GREDi F'IGS is eoaparable to a king 

who invited guests to a fe&8t. Soae guests came on their 

own, uninvited. What did the ·king do? Be placed a person 

at the door of the banquet hall with a guest list and he 

aai.d to him: "Anyone whoae name 1• writ.ten on the list , let 

hia enter, but anyone who 1• not written, do not let him 

in." So it was when Mo••• came to redeem Iarael; all the 

wicked of I■rael died during the thr•• daye of eating and so -it will be in the future . 'l'he f Jg tre e puts forth green 

Th••• are the wicked of Ierael who are like unripe 

79zechariah 2:3 

80aene•1• 1, : 18, Peal•• 110 : , 

81shJr haSb1rJa Rabbah 

82P••l- 149: 7, the laat word in the verse bas 
been eaparatad into two word.a in the Greenup text . 

.. 
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green fige. Por Ierael 1• co■parable to a fig tree83 as it 

1• aaid: Your anc••tor• •••••d to lie JJke th• fJr•t fruJt to 

rJpen on• rJg tree8' and God intend• to bring the righteous 

onea clo•• and to gladden the■ and to pueh away the wi cked 

and to •haae the■ as it ia aaid : Thus ••Jd the Lord God: •My 

••rvant• ehall ••t whJle you uaJl hunger, •Y ••rvant• •hall 

drJnJc while you •ball thir•t. Behold •Y •ervants •h•ll be 

glad and you •h•ll be e .. ed,,85 . Th••• are the righteous 

ones who•• deed.a are recorded aa it i• eaid: At that tJae, 

your people wJJJ be rescued, alJ who are found recorded Jn 

the book86 . 

Rabbi Hiyya the eon ot Abba eaid ehortly before the 

daye of the Messiah a great plague will come upon the world 

and all the wicked will be destroyed in it, while for those 

who reaain, Be eays: Those who r•••Jn in Zion and •r• left 

Jn J•ru••l•• , all in•crJbed for lJfe Jn Jeru••l•• ehall lHt 

called hoJy87 • 

1,.) IIY ~ DI ms afANNY or ms lfJ{%. Ierael ba• been co■pared 

both to a dove and to an aniaal to tell you that even though 

83Targua 

''aoeea 9:10 

15Iaaiah 66 : 13 

16Daniel 12 : 1 

___ ,,, 

11Ieaiab ,:s , quoted in ShJr haSbJrJa Rabbllh 
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before the •heJchJna they are perfect •• a dove, -ong the 

nation• they are eturdy •• animals . Indeed Bananiah, 

Miahael and Azariah88 were iapaesible before 

Nebuchadnezzar ' • decree as it 1• ■aid : Shadrach, Neshach and 

Abed-nego sa1d Jn reply to the kJng: "O, Nebuchadnezzar, we 

have no need to answer you . . . for God w11J •ave us fro• your 

po"'9r" 89 . They ■aid : " In the aatter of tributes and civil 

obedience you are king over u.a , but in having to worshi p 

your iaage you Nebuchadnezzar are not King over us
9011

• 

Therefore Israel 1• compared to a dove since they are 

perfect like a dove91 . Ny dove Jn the cranny of the rock. 

Rabbi Iahllael taught: Why was Iarael, when it was 

etanding by the•••• compared to a dove which when she flees 

fro• her neet92 begins to flap her wings? So that the owner 

of her dovecote will hear her and eave ber . So Iarael was 

afraid to enter the eea which had not yet been •plit . They 

could not retreat behind them aince Pharaoh bad already come 

cloae . What did they do? 

Lort/3 • LllT NB Sim Jail IACB, the good action• that are w1 thin 

,,, 
881>aniel 1 : 19,20 

89Daniel 3 : 16,17 

goShJr baShJr.1• Rabbah 

91Midra•h Peal•• on &8:13 

92 rargua, ranhwa• Shofet.1• 

93sxodue 1,:10, cited in SbJr haSh.1r1a Rabbab 
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you. LB'l' NB IIBAR HXlR IOJ'Clr, etand ye in prayer, ~ m.R WICE 

IS SIIII1!!l' a• a eong • 

AND ~ CXXW11l7Mltt:'B 1S CXMC,Y, which they were ehowing to 

each other [and said: ) TbJs J• •Y God, I wJll glorJty HJm
94

. 

Rabbi Yosi the Galli lean began, reading it .for the future . 

lty dove Jn the cranny of the rock, this 1• Iara•l who are 

hidden among the kingdoma. Let ae ••• your face , this ia 

good action95 • Let ae bear your voJce, this 1• study of 

Torah. ,or your voJce J• •tMet, before God . Your 

Another countenance J• coaely, with your good act1ons96
• 

interpretation of : Ny dove Jn the cranny of tbe rock, this 

1• Israel who are aubject to Beau ae it 1• eaid about him : 

Jtbo dwell Jn the crannJes of the rock about I•r•eJ
97

• 

BILafll BY nm a.In', eubject to Beau whoae hiding 1• in the 

ceaeteries. Let ae •ee your f•ce, the Holy One requests 

fro■ I■rael to do good action■• Let•• bear your voJce, by 

increaaing regular prayer• and eupplicationa . Por your 

voJce J• ..,.et and and your countenance coaely, ■ince I■rael 

i• red••••d by the aer it of prayer and etudy and good 

action■ . .,,,..-. ,, 

9 'axodue 16 : 2 

96sbJr baSbJrJa Rabbah 
96ibid 

970badiah 1 : 3 
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Another interpretation of: lly dove Jn the cranny of the 

rock. The Holy One aaid: "Even though I•rael has been 

reduced to dust and have coae down to tbe lowest level , if 

they display good actions and raise their voices in Jewish 

learning and prayer , they will be re•cued. So great is 

learning that it was aade holy by the action of the forty 

year• that Israel wandered in the wilderness. Learning is 

greater (than action) 98 for learning leads to action99 as it 

is said : So learn the» and keep the» to do them100 . How can 

one endure without learning? God desires the prayer of the 

righteous and brings •uffering upon them in order that they 

will pray for aercy from Him. Why was Rebecca barren? In 

order that Isaac would plead wJth the Lorc:r1°1 and likewise 

you find with Israel : Greatly ~rJ.ghtened, the I•raelJ.tes 

called out to the Lorc:r1°2 and it •aya : Nhen He •aw that they 

were J.n dJ.•tre••, when Be beard tb•J.r crj03 . Likewise the 

Holy One longs after I•rael •• prayer and leads them to 

difficult tiaea in order to bring them back to goodness , 

therefore it 1• aaid : lor your voJ.ce J• •~et and your 

fl 
98 YeruabaJaJ. HagJga 1 : 7, Pe..JchJ• 3: 7 

99sbJr baSbJrJ■ Rabbah 

100
n.uteronoay &: 1 

101oene•i• 25 : 21 

102Exodua 14 : 10 

lOSP•al- 106: 44 



countenance coaeJy. Likewise , Devorah ••id: Louder th11n the 

•ound of archer•, there aaong the waterJng place•, let them 

rehear•e thct r1ghteous acts of the Lorcr-04 • 'l'hen d .1d the 

people of the Lord ••rch down to the gates, for when Israel 

1• d1eper•ed
105 

1-ec:Uately they will aarch down to the 

gates of prayer. 

A comparison 1• made to a king who had an attractive 

daughter . He loved to bear her voice and to see her beauty, 

yet she would bide b•r•elf from him . What did the king do ? 

He commanded bis servants to frighten her •o •h• would think 

that they were brigands ; •he began to •cream : "Father , 

father ! " and he had her releaeed to the king . He •aid to 

her : "Let ae •ee your face~ Jet •• hear your voJce" 106 • 

So , at a ti■e when Ierael gives up hope from God, God 

frightens them through the nation• and they pray for aercy 

fro■ Bia, and do good deed• and he deliver• them. 

15. ) 701a/S &VB 'I'AKDI WJUJ OF US. With reference to the past , 

the Egyptian• were eeizing the infant• and throwing them 

into the Hile•~ it 1• aaid : Lrr1'£a"1llllS. To the water• ot 

th• 1'ile - it 1• •aid: Who aea•ur•d the water• wJth the 

104.Judgee 9:11 

105tranapoa1ng p.h. zayJn . reJab . for 
p.h.reJ-12.zayJn . 

106ct . SbJr baSbJrJa Rabbab 
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hollow of BJ• hantr07 • Therefor• it 1• written with • 

defective waw, and why are the Bgyptians called foxes? Por 

juat - the foxes retrace their ateps, ao did the Egyptians 

retrace their •teps and reconsider, aaying: " If we cause 

them to fall into fire, behold He has already de•troyed 

Sodom and Gomorrah by fire . So let ua cauae them to fall 

into the water , for the Lord has sworn that Re will not 

bring a flood again . " What they did not know is that God 

would not bri ng a flood upon them, but that Be would bring 

them and cause them to fall into the sea . 

fillILB OCR V.DIBYARD IS IN BLOSSQI, while they were de■troying 

aaong Israel, they (the Israelites] were being fruitful and 

increasing as it is eaid : The aore they were oppre••ed the 

aore they Jncr•••ed and •pread out108 . 

With reference to the tutu.re, the four kingdoms will 

have ruled over Iarael and will be ca1led foxes becauae they 

will have plotted crafti ly again•t Ierael as it 1• eaid : 

!'hey plot craftJly against Your peopJe109 and there 1• 

nothing craftier than aniaala. Aa lJttJe fox••• this ia the 

wicked kingdom , Eaau, the father of Edo■ •• it 1• aaid: For 

I wJJJ .-.Jee you Je••t ~ -diig natJon•110 , and even though he 

101Iaa1ah ,0: 12 

1081txodua 1:12 

l09Paal- 83:, 

110JereaJah ,e : 1& 



86 

1• bis father, he called hi• elder, •• it 1& ••id: BJs elder 

•on111 while the Holy One calls him least•• it is said : 

For I w1ll aake you least -ong natJons112 and THEY 7ERRQIU~ 

DIE VINEYARnS. The vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the 

people Ierael whoa they kill and terrorize in each and every 

generation. NhJJe our vJneyards are Jn blossom . A• in : I 

w1ll not reject the• or •purn the• •o as to destroy them , 

annull1ng •Y covenant wJtb tbe.11113 for the Lord ,11111 never 

abandon Bis pe.ople114 nor w.111 He forsake HJs very own115 , 

16 . ) HY l!IELOVBD IS ll1NE AND I AN BIS, Be is ay God and I am his 

nation. He 1• •Y God , I ur thtt Lord your Gocr16 and I am 

B1• nation ae it 1• ••id: Bttarken to lie, lly people, and g1ve 

ear· to lie, 0 lly natJon117 • Be 1• ay Pather •• it is said : 

For You are our Father118 and I am Bis eon , as it 1s eaid : 

I•rael J• •Y •on, lly r1rat born
119

. He 1• ay Shepherd as it 

111Genee1• 27 : 1 

112op cit. 

113Levit1cue 26 : ,, 

~1•1 suuel 12 : 22 

116Psalae 1, : 14 

116axodu• 6 : 17, 
citation•) 

111 Iea1ah &1 : , 

118ib1d, 63:16 

119B,xodu• 4:22 

Leviticus (30 other 
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1• eaid: GJve ear, O Shepherd of I•raeJ
120 and I am His 

flock•• it 1• aaid: ,or you, the flock I tend, are aen
121

. 

You are the Guardian,•• it ia aaid: Behold, the Guardian of 

I•r•el neither slu.abers nor sleeps122 and I am Bis vineyard 

•• it ie aaid : For the vJneyard of the Lord of Hosts .1s the 

I have called out : 'I'hJs is Bou•e of I•r•el
123

. 

beJovecr12', Be responded : Fortunate are you, 0 Israel , who 

J• lJJce you?125 then I aaid: Nho J• JJJce You, .. ong the 

a.tghty, 0 Lord? flbo Ss like Your 26 . Be aaid to ae : And who 

J• Ji.Jee Your people I•rael, • unique nation on earth
127

? 

Then I aaid : 'I'he Lord 1• our God, the Lord is One
128

. He 

reaponded: And what• great nat.1on129 and I aaid : Great is 

the Lord and highly praisecr1 30 . Ny beloved is •ine and I am 

Bis . tty beloved Ss •Jne as it ie said : I aa the Lord, your 

,. 

120Paalaa 80:2 

121&zekiel 34 : 31 

122Paal .. 121:4 

123Iaa1ah &:7 

124 sb.1r b.Sbir.1• 5:16 

1250.uteronoay 33 : 29 

126&xodua 1&:11 

12711 Saauel 7:23 

1280.uteronoay 6:4 

129ib1d, ,:e 
130Paal•• 48 : 2 

, 
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Gotr31 and J t says: He J• the Lord our Gotr 32 
and we are HJ s 

peopJe133 • And I •• HJs; You •hall be lly treasured 

possession .. ong all peoples13'. 

fiiHO SHEPHERDS NOIG 1'BE in.us, when He shepherds Israel , 

a• it is sai d : Give ear, 0 Shepherd of IsraeJ135 and said : 

HJnd ,irell the looks of Your flock, pay attention to Your 

herds136 . Your flocks, these are the majority of the 

people137 ; Your herds, these are the great acholars in the 

generation138 . Ny beloved Js aine, as in : I "'ill espouse 

you w1th fa.1thfulness139
• Three times it 1• said: I "1111 

espouse you1' 0 as a parallel to the three eternal 

patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, 

with five things1' 1 by 

and Jacob. I ,,,,Jll espouse you 

which the 

Righteousness, lovingltindnees , justice , 

131Exodus 19:2 

13211 Chronicles 13 : 10 

133Pealms 100 : 3 

13'Exodus 19 : 5 

135Pealas 80 : 2 

136Proverbs 27:23 

137 literally "the rest of the people" 

138ct. # Jdrash Zuta 

139Boeea 2:22 

1' 0Ho••• 2:21 

1' 1NJdr .. b ShJr haSh1r1m 

world endures : 

compassion anrt 
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fai tbfulness and likewise it aays: ZJon 8h•JJ be redee11Jed 

wJth ju•tJce, ber repentant one• wJtb r1ghteouane•s
142 

and 

it is aaid: But Ny lovJngkindness w1ll never be reaoved from 

you143 and it says : I will not betray Hy f•1thfulness144 
and 

145 
it aays: With great coapassion 1 w1Jl g•ther you . Who 

•bepberds .. ong 

abatter1ng1' 6 . 

lJ.JJes, with the connotation of 

God's rod of cbaatiaement comes 

upon aen wboee hearts are aoft like a lily1'
7

. 

down only 

Rabbi Eliezer aaid thi• can be compared to an orchard 

owner who prunes only [the tree] that is strong enough , thus 

Qod doe• not test the wicked. Rabbi Banina aaid the flax 

beater strikes only the flax that is strong enough, for each 

tiae be strikes it, it becomes better. Thus God tries only 

the righteous, as it is eaid: 

rJgbteous148 . 

The Lord tries the 

Rabbi Yohanan aaid the potter etrike• and exaaines only 

the eturdy jars, for even though he [aay] etrike them 

,. 
142Isaiah 1 : 27 

1431b1d, &, : 10 

1''Paal .. 89 : 34 

145Iaaiab 54 : 7 

146 r••h.ayJn. ayJn inetead of reah . ayJn.beb 

1' 7sbJr baShJrJa Rabbah 

1' 8Paal•• 11:5 

j 
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several tiaea , they are not broken149 and likewiae it eays : 

B1• aa•ter'• wJre ca•t her eyes on Joseph150 tor he was 

righteous and withstood any trial . 

Thus at the end of days , God will try only those holy 

congregations and people of loving-ki ndness and their 

righteous ones who are in the generation , as it is said: 

Some of the knowledgeable w1ll fall by the sword and by 

rlaae151 and Jt ••ys : purg1ng, refining and purifying 

tbemselves152 , and about thelD Jt ••ys : But I will leave 

within you a poor bW1Jble people and they shall f1nd refuge 

Jn the nUJe of the Lor~53 . 

17.) UNrIL 'lHE LMl'S CXXltS on', Rabbi Berekiah said : unt11 the 

day cools off is while God aakes the day hot with t.he fire 

of Hie wrath15' •• in : to blow upon him, to •et loose upon 

h1• Your blaz1ng fJre155 , and it aays : For Jo, that day is 

at band, burn1ng l1ke an oven156 • 

149 Sh1r baSb1r1a Rabbah 

150Geneais 39 : 7 
I 

1151Daniel 11 : 33 , 35 

1152Dan1el 12:10, verb order transpoaed. 

1153zephaniah 3 : 12 

154troa Ezekiel 21:36 

1515azekiel 22 : 20 

156Nalacbi 3 : 19 
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'l'HB SHAIJQtiS PU!I!, these are ebadowe of eorrow and sighing 

as it is eaid: The ran•o•ed of the Lord •h•JJ return ... while 

•orrow and •JgbJng fJee157 . The •hadows flee , as the trial 

of the nations will depart, ae wae eaid with reference to 

the past : Their protect ion has departed fro• the.m158 . TURN, 

BE LIKK A GoUKC.CZ CE A ltXN1 HIND. At the end, God will turn 

around for them from His attribute of justice to His 

attribute of aercy and will hurry with their redemption as a 

etag or a hind, which are quick on their feet . 

UEal THE HILLS OF SPICE. A• the kingdoms drop their 

crowns. Another interpretation : Upon the hills of Betar , 

for what they did at Betar . Rabbi Yohanan said: .. Upon 

ordere159 of Hadrian Caesar at Betar killing eighty thousand 

ayriads" 160 . 

' 

157Ieaiab 35 : 10 

15811uaber• 14 : 9 

15911terally •voice" 

160r . JeruebaJaJ Ta'anJt ,:& 
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CHAPTER 3 

1 . ) DCRINJ '1JIE NIGHTS, ai ltY IIBD, I saJGHT '1JIE alB I LOVE. The 

exile 1• like a night as it 1a eaid: Natch.man , what of the 

nJgbt. Natch.man , what of the nJgbtl , while the community of 

I•rael says : nDurJng the nJghts on •Y bed when I laid down 

in exile I remember God's mercies and the miracles that He 

did for me during the nights of Pesah as David •aid : I 

recall at night their jibes at ae, I coamune with •yseJf, my 

•p1r1t Jnquires2 11 • God has already assured Israel about 

bringing them out of the exile a• He brought them out from 

the land of Egypt as in : That was for the Lord a night of 

watching to bring the• out of the land of Bgypt; that sllllle 

nJgbt is the Lord's . .. throughout tbe ages3 , which teaches 

that Israel is destined to be redeemed again at Pesah and 

because Israel has been delayed in the exile, David , in the 

spirit of holiness •aid about the&: Has God forgotten to be 

grac1outl'? WJll His proaise be unfulfilled for all tiae?' The 

Lord does not reject forever5 and never again •how favor6 

1Iaaiah 21 : 11 

2Paal- 77 : 7, alao cited in Shir baShiria Rabbah 

3bodua 12 : ,2 

'Paalaa 77:9 

5Laaentation.s 3 : 31, Toviah ben Eliezer ha• changed 
the order of the word• in the veree 

6P-ia. 77 : 8 
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rather, Bas Be Jn anger stJfJed HJ• co•~••Jon?1 , even 

though Be has been angry, BJ• aercJes endure8 . I sough t 

the one I Jove, 1 sought to return in repentance, perhaps I 

will be saved from the nations . 

I saxzr, IJUl' JlaJND HIN ID'J'. Thia ia the length of this 

exile, as in: ,or there Js yet• prophecy for• ••t ter•9 

while it 1a said : It wJJJ be •• I have called out10 and 

aleo : For you w11J call to •Years, but I wJJJ not an•wer1 1
. 

During the nights, on my bed. 

Rabbi Abba bar Xahana aaid on •Y bed is as in : Be does 

not dJe, but bas to take to h1s betr 2 for Ierael ia like a 

eick person who take• to his bed during the n1ghts13 . 

Rabbi Levi eaid : The community of Israel eaid before 

the Holy One , "Master of the World, in tbe past You would 

walteu •• up between night and day ; between the night of 

Egypt and the night of Babylonia ; between the night of 

7Pealaa 77 : 10 

8 ib1d 

faabakkuk 2 : 3 

lOOnable to trace veree, possibly a aiequote 

11Unable to trace ver••• poeeibly a aiequote of 
Ezekiel 8 : 18 

12Bxodus 21 : 18 

13sbJr haShJrJa Rabbah 

1
' .. a . aJ•ph.yod. reJ-.h; "••t •• aligbt 11 in Sh1r 

baSbJr.1■ Rabbah 

• 
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Babylonia and the night of Media ; between the night of Media 

and the night of Greece ; between the night of Greece and the 

night of Edom ; while now that I have grown lax about 

obeervi ng the aJtzvot, night(e) after night(s) have become 

joined for ae15 . I sought the one 1 love , this is the 

Messianic King. I sought , but round bJ• not as it is said : 

Par fro• ae Js ay comforter who alght revive •Y sp1rJt16 . 

2 . ) LEI' IE RISE AND 00 AJJaJT; to wake up from my sleep , and go 

about with repentance and good actions. 

IN ff:IB TCJtfi. ftlJ th an angel and the boJy one11 to eeek 

aercy from Him . 

TIIRO(x;s 7flE S(1JARES AND !'HE S1REB'JS, the•e are the towns and 

the cities where Israel ie dispersed in the various 

localities . 

LB'l' Ml SIIBK 27m CWE I ~, I SOJlB1' HIN IDT ,cam H1M RJT. 

Thia is the length of the exile , for when Israel thinks, 

"Now the end is complete", etill the end extends, for I•rael 

ha• had aany eigne and all of them have coae to an .end , and 

have pa••ed, and etill they [IeraelJ are waiting . 

15sb1r haSh1rJ• Rabbah 

16Laaentat1on• 1 : 16 

11Daniel ,:10 
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3 . ) THE NUtaef 2BtT 00 ABtXn 7JIE 7'CNi PaJND JIB, these are the 

watchmen that are in each and every generation. That go 

•bout tile town, that go about the world. These are the 

nations, for among which they have been enslaved . 

HAVE YIXJ smi THE ONE I U:JVE? As if to say : ''Have you seen 

a god as our God? The One I love, He has no other beside 

Him , and so how can we eet aeide Bia worship to cleave to 

their gods?" 

4. ) SCARC!l,Y HAD I PASSED 'rJIEN, When God will deliver the 

remnant of His people from the nation•, all of the troubles 

that have passed over them will be in their eyes as 

naught,as it 1• aaid : fihen the Lord restores the fortunes of 

ZJon M! are l1ke dreaaers18 and it says : The foraer troubles 

shall be forgotten, shall be bJdden fro• Hy eyes
19

• 

UNl7L I l'fXMD fflE' CWB 2'f£IT I UNZ, then I will be God 1 
• 

people. 

I lll!LD llIN, 1 JaJI,D ID1' Ult BIN 00, so that there will be 

no other exile, •• it ia said: They •hall never languish 

agaJn20 • 

UNrIL I IJRl:XXM'l' 11111 ro HY ICIJJIIIR' S IDJSE, this is 

specifically the land of Israel, boae of ay people, 

18Paalaa 126 : l 

19Iaaiah 65:16 

20,ereaiah 81:11 in Qoren, (31:10 in .JPS] 
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TO THE CIWIBER OF SHB N1J ax::!IWJ) NB, this 1• the Temple
21 

aa in : In the bftd ch .. t>er22
• 

S . ) I ADJURE ml, LW.Ul1BRS OF Jl!RIJSALDil, ■ince Israel went up 

fro• Egypt . 

BY t;am,r,&S OR HINDS OF DIE P"IELD, by the tribes which have 

been likened to hind• as it is •aid: Naphtal1 Js a hJnd let 

23 2, Joo•e , Judah Js a JJon's whelp , BenjUJJn Js a ravenous 

woJ/l5 • 

DO N:YI' STIR OR RCXJSE, so that you will not delay the end 

[of tiae) nor ascend walls of defense and that you will not 

eabitter the nations. 

LOVE UNTIL IT P£BASB, love which is between Me and you. 

6.) fill:) IS SHB CX1'IIN3 UP l'Rt:11 711B JiILQIRNBSS? Did Be bring them 

up from the deaert? Ia it not fro■ Egypt that Be brought 

them up a• it ia said: I wJll brJng you up rrom the aJsery 

of Bgypt:261 I• not this a reference to Israel ' • love before 

God, that they are - dear to Bia aa a find that a person 

21NJdra•h SbJr /hasAJr1m 

221 Kings 11: 2 

23Geneais 49:21 

2'1b1d, 49:9 

25ibid, 49 : 27 

26&xodua 3:17 
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finds in the w1lderness? Thus it ■ays : Be wJJJ fJnd him in 

• Jand of wJJd11rness27 and 1t -Y• : I found Israel like 

grapes 1n the wilderness28
• 

AS PIUARS OF Sta(£, just •" this ■111oke 1• troublesome in 

every place where it penetrates , ■o have all the nations 

been troubled when l■rael went up from Egypt•• it ia said : 

Now are the clouds ot Edo• dJsaayed, t"be tribes of Hoab -

troubJJng grips them - all the d"1ellers in Canaan are 

aghast29 and so Rahab tbe prostitute aaid : "When we heard 

about it, we lost heart ,(JO. 

Pl!RPlMIED OF ltYRRH, the aer it of our patriarch Abraham 

since he was the foremost of faith and was compared to ayrrb 

which is foreaost among spices as it i■ said: Choice spices; 

tJve hundred fllf!Jgbt of flowing ayrrb31 . 

AND l'RANKIJCIINSE, this is the 111eri t of Isaac, for just as 

frankincense perfuaea the altar, so did Isaac set hiaaelf on 

the altar when his father bound him , for priests, kings and 

pious ones have descended from hi• and he i■ the one who 

wrestled wit.h the angel and prevailed
32

. 

21• Deuteronomy 32:10 

28Boaea 9 : 10 

29&xodus 16:15 

30Joshua 2:11 

31Bxodus 30:23 

32oeneais 32 : 25,26 
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Likewise for tbe future , who 1s •he coa1ng up from the 

wJJderness? Israel is destined to go out to the wilderness 

because of the troubles , and from there Elijah will be 

revealed to them, as it is said: I w1JJ cause you to dwel l 

Jn your tents again , as 1n the days of oltr3 
and then they 

wi 11 coae up aa a bride, PIIRPCMBD <, lt'i'RRH AND l'RANKJN::BNSE KJRE 

'lllAN ALL ozr 'l1:IE PCHERS OF 7llE MIRQIANT. Be mentions these t h ree 

•• against the three patriarchs . 

7 . ) TBBRE rs SOLQCW' S cax:H, this is the Teaple34
, whi c h 

belong• to the King, to whom peace belongs , for just•• this 

couch i■ used as a resting place ■o is the Temple used as a 

resting place for Israel, as it is ■aid : Becau•e you have 

not yet coae to the allotted rest and the 1nherJtance35
, and 

■o too Sol omon said: Pr•J•ed be the Lord who has granted a 

baven to B1• people Israel , just•• Be pro•1•etr6 . 

IUCIRCIED BY SIXTY NIRRICRS, like the four prieatly guards 

and the four levitical guard• to ainiater the p r iest's 

aervice while the twelve tribes of Iarael teach that all 

I■rael 1• de■tined to be gathered to become ministers in the 
t 

Temple, •• in the paat and anc lent t iaes as 1 t is ■aid : 

33BoNa 12 : 10 

34:ra.rgua 

35Deuteronoay 12:9 

361 King■ 8 : 66 
• 
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There the tr.1be• w.nt u.p, the tr.1be• of the Lord as 

te•t.1•ony to I•rael, there to give thanks to the n .. e of 

Gotr7 and it says : There Judah and all the House of Israel, 

all of the•, w.1ll worship ae38
. 

8 . ) ALL OF 7Jll!N 7MINEl> IN NARFARE, all of them will be trained 

in Torah and so it eays : WJth h.1gh praJ.se to God Jn the1r 

throats and two-edged .,,,ords in their hands39 , and what is 

■eant by executing the doom decretu1'0 1 Bye for an eye, 

tooth for tooth' 1 , executing the doom decreed ■ean•: You 

shall tread upon their h.1gh places42 . 

SKILLED IN &'17'7U', battles of Torah . 

BAQl WI'1'I SltlCRD al 'JJIIGI/, ll!CAOSB OF nAR lUUNG '1BB NIG1fl'S, to 

wreak revenge against Esau, since they had aade them 

[Israel] afraid in the exile, and so it says : I wJJJ wreak 

vengeance on Bdo• through Jty people I•rae1'3 and 1 t says : 

And no •urv.1vor •hall be left of the Bouse of Beau - for the 

37Paalas 122 : 4 

38azekiel ,0:20, quoted inaccurately 

39Peal■• 1,9:6 

' 0Pealaa 1,9:9 

' 1Lev1ticus 24:20 

' 2o.uteronomy 33:29 

' 3azekiel 25:14 
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Lord has spoken'' and it eays : Bdo11 ..,JJJ be• possession and 

I•raeJ J• .. de vJctor
45

. 

9 . ) KIN3 SO'lDOI HAIE IE A LrlTER, the King to whom peace 

belongs who made a Temple for Biaself to dwell in among 

Iarael . 

our OF DIE NXlD OP LJ!BMOrl, as Be did for I srae l when they 

went out from Egypt , so [He] intends to do again, to dwell 

.. angst thea46 , to build a Temple for them. 

l O • ) [ HE HAIB) ITS POSTS OF SILl,g, just as 1 t says . 

ITS BACK OF GOLD - this 1• the cover on the Holy Ark . 

ITS SEAT OF PtlRPLE - this is the Holy of Hol1es41 . 

llrnIIN, 1NSE1' H'I'Dl UJVE -these are the tablets . Thi s 

informs you that just as the ark was hidden during Josiah ' s 

time God intends to uncover it to Iarael, •• it 1• said: 

They ..,JJJ co11e to ZJon wJtb •JngJng, cr owned wJtb joy 

everJastJng48 . Joy everlaating , that 1• the ark . 

:rw;,t DIE IIAiaINS OP J1IRIJSAU!H, to take vengeance from the 

natiol\8 for what they have done againat Jeruaalem . 

''obadiah 1:18 

,&Nuaber• 2, : 18, cited inaccurately 

' 61xodua 2!:8 

'
7 

Targwo 

'
8

1aaiab &l : 11 
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Another interpretation of King Solomon made me a 

litter. This is the eternal covenant, since it is made i n 

stone . 

OUT OF THE htX>D OF LEBANON, like a person who builds a 

house out of the wood of Lebanon . 

HE MADE ITS POSTS OF SILVER, these are the mountains, sinc e 

they are l ike posts . 

ITS BACK OF GOLD, thi s is the f i rmament, sinc e it i s like 

gold . 

ITS SEAT OF PCJRPLE. this is the t h rone o f g lory . 

WITHIN, INSET WITH LOVE, these are the souls of t he 

righteous , which are not mixed with those of the evil ones . 

1 1 . ) GO FORTH AND GAZE, 0 DAUGHTERS OF ZION. The daughters of 

Zion came to the nations who saw the miracles and wonders 

that God was doing for His people , and the honor a nd t!le 

crown with which He was crowning in the day o f ingatherin~ 

as in : The Lord will reign for ever and ever
49 

and it says: 

The Lord is King for ever and ever , the nations will perish 

from His lanc/'0 and it says : For deliverers wil l come up on 

' Mount Zion to wreak judgement on Mount Esau
51

. 

'
9 Exodus Hi : 18 

50Psalms 10 : 16 

51obadiah 1 : 21 
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HIS HJTHER, His people52 

ON HIS WEDDING ~Y, these are the days of the Messiah as 

it is said: And as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so 

will God rejoice over you53 . 

AND IN THE ~y OF HIS HFART' S GLADNESS, this is the Temple 

and the rebuilding of Jerusalem, as it is said: I will 

54 rejoice in Jerusalem and delight in her people . 

52 Targum 

53
Isaiah 62:5 

54
ibid, 65:19 

'I 
I I 

~~ ' .lu JJJJI 
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Chapter, 

1. ) BEBJLD, HX1 ARB PAIR with prayer1 . BEBJLD HX1 ARB PAIR, YOUR 

l!3BS ARB LIKE /XIVES with good act1ons2 . Behold, you are fa1r 

when I perform miracles for you . Behold you are fa1r, your 

eyes are l1ke doves th1• refers to the day of the gathering 

of the exiled . 

, PRal BBHIND KJC1R VEIL, because you have restrained 

yourself and •uffered the troubles caused by the nations as 
3 

in : They have ended •Y lJfe Jn a p1t and cast •tones at •e 

and ao David aaya: Ho,., long O Lord? Nill you forget •e 

rorever?' Another interpretation of from behJnd your veil 

[ is] because you are joined together aa one group rather 

than•• aeparate groups of elasaea or factions, similar to P 

who bundles up her hair behind heraelf , and it 1• beaut iful 

to her. So Israel, when they are restrained they are 

beautiful . Your veJl 1• like: Reaove your veil , •tr1p off 

tra1n , bare your 5 
your Jeg . 

YOtl? BAIR LID A &()(% a, OOITS for juat as hair is 

beautiful on a woman, •o do the righteous ones in Iarael 
,,,. 
protect the aeabere of their generation. 

1Sb1r BaSbJrJa R•bbab 

2cf. ShJr b•ShJrJ• R•bbab 

3t.aaentationa S : &3 

'Peal■- 13: 2 

51aaiab •7:2 
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S71IEANINJ ~ 11:xlNT GURAD thi• 1• the exile of Jerusalem 

for profeeeing the unity of the Holy One aaong the nations. 

Another interpretation 1• that •trea111Jng down 1• like he Js 

bald at the forehead for the Targum reads "he is bald-

beaded"6 . From Nou.nt Gilead this ie Jerusalem, a pile of 

etonee which ie witneee for Ierael that God choee them . 

2 .) YCX'R f'BE'!J{; these are the fit ones in Ierael for just•• 

the teeth strengthen the entire body, eo do the fit ones in 

Iarael strengthen them to fear their Creator like in AS A 

SB:EN n:.oac, these are the ewes which are pregnant, eo the 

ehepherd eeparates them from the rest of the the flocks 

becauee they are pregnant . In this way Ood eeparates the 

righteoue ones from the wicked. 

Cat:IJG UP llfDttl DIE NtSll1M3 .RXlC, eince they are clean of ein 

and clean of all tranegreeeion and iniquity .. it 1• eaid : 

Jtben the Lord h•• wa•hed away the tilth of the daughters of 

ZJon7 • 

ALL CP 'lBl!N ARB AI.DmD juet •• tbie ewe nur••• twin• , ao 

doe• Ierael ait in pair• and bu9Y th•-•lvea in Tor ah8 • 

6 t.ev1t1cue 13 : ,1 , In thie ver•• the Hebrew gJbt»a.h 
1• tran.alated into Araaaic •• g'Ju•h. 

7Ieaiah , : , 

8Midraab Shir baSh1r1m 
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AND IDl' aiE UJSl!S HBR ~, all of the generation that in 

the futur~ the Holy One intends to choo•• will be righteous 

- it i• eaid: Your people, all of the• rJghteous9 . 

3. ) YOUR LIPS ARE LIKE A CRIJtlSCW fflR&tD this 1• the thread of 

the curtain. Be coapares the sage• of Israel to the crJason 

thread of the curtain which was spread out before the Holy 

of Holiea, aeparating the holy and the Holy of Holies . Thus 

the aages of Israel distinguish between lesser aatters and 

greater matters , between one law and another, between the 

prohibited and the permitted. Your lJps, these are the 

learned of Israel who teach with their lips . 

YOUR SPEECH IS BBAU'1'IJIUL and their words are beautiful, and 

aimilar to it 1a : Nor does your •peech eJevate10 . 

YOUR 7DFL8S ARE LIKE A SBC'I'I<M 01' RNIGRANAff:, these are 

tho•• who s1 t in houses of atudy11 who are filled w1 th 

coaaandaents like a poaegranate. 12 

nu, mIIND YOUR VBrL, •ince they reatrain theJUelves to 

hear words of Torah which restrain them in the exile and 

•uffer troubles, ao the text likens I•rael to the bettering 

ot • woman who 1• beautiful and aode•t . 

91aaiah 60:21 

lOP••l- 7& : 7 

11 #Jdrash Zuta 

121'argua 
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, • ) LIKE 77IE ~ 0, DAVID. Just a• the 'J'Of/ler of D•vJd 

was higher than all of the towers in Jeruaalea, ao was the 

Temple higher than all elee13. 

YaJRNBQ(, this is the Temple . Just as this neck is to 

the head, eo that if it 1• destroyed there 1• no more life , 

ao since the destruction of the Temple the etrengt h of 

Ierael baa been diminished . Juet •• the neck 1• beautiful 

for the body . eo 1• the Temple beautiful for the wor ld . 

Just as aoat jewelry ia around the neck1' , eo when t he 

Teaple was in exietence aost of the world'• good qualities 

belonged to Israel. 
\.., 

BUILT ro BJLD ~ . a ■ound upon which all aouths 

pray1~. Talp.iot, eince prayers are received from the four 

directions . The Roly One aaid: "I have aade a aound and I 

will in the future build upon it" , •• .it 1• eaid : 'l'he cJty 

•h•ll,,. rebuJlt on Jt• ■ound and Jt• fortr••• Jn Jt• proper 

place16 . 

13sbJr baShJrJa Rabbah 

1'shJr h•ShJrJ■ Rabbah 

15s . BeraJchot soa , cf . Shir haShJr1• Rabbah 
16Jere■1ah 30: 18 
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HUG wrnf A 7'1CXJSAND SHIELDS, this is the Torah, as 1s said 

about it: The word whJcb Be co-anded to a thousand 

r,eneratJon1117 . 

ALL 'DIE ARCXJR OF THE NIRRICJlS, these are m1drashic masters 

•• it i• .. id : LJ.ke arrows Jn the hand of• warrJor are sons 

born to • aan J.n hJ.11 youth18 • Abba Har J , Rabbi El iezer, 

aaid a thou•and 11hJelds, this is the teaching of the Holy 

One, aince it 1• a •hJeld for larael, •• it is aaid : It Js a 

•h1eld to all who take refuge J.n Jt19 . The basic notion of 

talpJot is that 1t 1• built aquare shaped rather than round , 

and they would hang there pegs in it tbe way cities' towers 

have ehielde hung on them. 

Another interpretation of your neck Js JJke the tower 

of DavJ.d: Why ie the Temple compared to a neck? Just as the 

ne'ck 1• between a person ' s •boulders, so 1• the Temple 

between Mount Zion and the Teaple Mount , as it ia aaid : Be 

dwell• betiMen the aboulder•20 • 

Rabbi Berekiah in the name of Rabbi Iaaac said : 

"Abrahaa our father ••id before God : 'Master of the World , 

You bave becoae a ehield, but to ay eon a ehield bas not 

been -de' . God aaid to hia: · For you l became one ahield 

17P•alaa 106:8 

18Peal- 127:, 

1911 Saauel 22:31 

20Deuteronoay 33 : 12 

,, 
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as it J.s written : I . ., your ShJeli2 1 while for your 

descendants I bave becoae aany ehielde' •• it 1• eaidi Hung 

with • thousand -11Jelds, all tbe araour of the warrJors, 

this is the priesthood and the kingship . " 

!5.) YCXR 2K> BREASTS ARE LIKE 2K> FJlltBS, theae are the Messianic 

King and the righteous priest, who in the future will 

deliver Ierael as did Moses and Aaron
22

• And why did he 

coapare them to breasts? Ju.st - theae breast• nurse an 

infant23 , so did Moses and Aaron teach Torah to Israel, and 

eo in a future context will the Xing Neeeiah and the 

righteous priest do the eame. LJke two lawns, since their 

eyes are not like those of the other animals . Like a young 

etag, which accepts human care after it 1• do .. sticated. 

fWINS OF A G42ZCU, just as Moses and Aaron loved each 

other, as in : llben he •ees you, he will be glacfl', eo will 

tbe King Neeeiah and the righteous priest love each other as 

ie ••id referring to Zerubabel and Joebua the high priest : 

BaraonJou• u.nder•tandJng wJlJ be between tbe•
26

. Thus is 

the way of twine amona whom there is no jealousy, ao [that 

21oeneaia 16:1 

22The theme of Moses and Aaron occurs frequently 
in •JdraahJ• on this veree . 

23Sh1r baSh1rJ• Rabbah 

2'z.xodue , : 1, 

26zechariah 6 : 13 
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when] one auclca fro■ his nipple tbe twin does not ■enee it, 

and when one of them leaves bi• nipple bis twin does not 

aenae it. Thu.a the foraer will poaseaa hi• kingdoa and the 

latter will possess hie priesthood as Moses and Aaron did , 

the shepherds aaong the l111es26 who aupported Ierael for 

they were called l111es , because they are gentle like 

l!lles. 

6 • ) UNrIL 7'IE LMY BLCHS caH'll,Y AND DI.! SIIAIX'MS FUIE, un ti 1 God 

beats up fire against the wicked ones and those who cause 

Israel to ■uffer, as it is said: For lo! That day Js at 

hand, burning like an oven. All the •rrogan t and the doers 

of evil •hall be JJJce •traw, and that day l• coaing - •a.id 

tbe Lord of Bost•21
. The sbadotts flee, day, when the 

shadows flee, when the examiner of the nations flees as in : 

Their protection has de~rted fro• tbem28 • 

Another interpretation of and the sbado,ts f Jee is as 

in: lihlle •orrow, •ighing flee29 since they darken Israel . 

26song of Song• 2:16 

21
Nalacb1 3 : 19, Thia is quoted in #ldra•b Zuta as 

well, but without the intervening deacription by Toviah 
ben Eliezer which introduces context . 

28Kuaber• 14:9 

29Iaaiah 3&:10 

., 
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LB'I' NE 00 ro 'lHE ~ OF IIYRRH, to Mount Moriah
30

, the 

aount of myrrh for from there He teaches instructi on to 

Ierael as it is said: For out of ZJon wJll coae forth Torah 

and the word of God fro• Jerusalea31 

'1'0 'lHE HILL OF FRANJaN::IINSE, for from there Israel ' s sins 

are whitened. 

i . ) ~~ PART OF )tV IS PAIR, 1W DtlRLill3. When will this be? 

When the wicked ones will be destroyed from the Morld and 

all lerael will be fit and fair with aJtzvot and good 

actions as it i• •aid: And Your people, all of them 

rJgbteous shall possess the land for all tJae32 . 

TllllRE IS 11:J BUINISH IN )tV, an actual blemish , as it is 

■aid : Then the eyes of the bl.1nd •hall be openeti33 . The 

Roly One said: "I exiled you aaong the nations , I placed my 

•h•Jch.1na in the land of the peoples for your aake , as it 

were, as it aaye : 

8 • ) CCM N1'1fl ,_ JIRQ!I LIIBAlO{ ltY 1/RIIB, OCH! W1"lll JIB ffCII LBIJAIOI' • 

Why is the Temple called Lebanon? 

sorargua 
31taaiah 2:3, Micah 4 : 2 

32Iaaiah 10 : 21 

33ibid, 35 : 5 

Since it whitene the 
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sina3 ' of Israel and it eays with•• fro• Lebanon Ny bride , 

for when you Ment out froa Lebanon to to the land of the 

peoples, you went out w1th ••• and when you coae back from 

the land of the nations it will be to Lebanon. A •em is 

used in place of the Jaaed for instance : He dJd not put them 

wJth Laban'• fJock35 is explained as the people of the 

Laban's flocic36 ; on the kJdneys
37

, with the kidneys
38 

and 

similarly skirt, Solomon. Another interpretation of from 

Lebanon is 1n Lebanon39 , just as: When the word of the Lord 

1n the •outh of Jeremiah was fulf1lle4'0 , as though it was 

from the aouth of Jeremiah , and thus it eays: Then tbe Lord 

your God w1ll turn your capt1v1ty'1 . 

YOO WILL G.\ZE' JIRClrf ANANA'S PBAK. It is a river'2 from the 

rivers of Daaaecus as in: Are not tbe Aaa.na and the 

3' 111drash Zuta 

36oeneai• so:,o 
36The aidrash here revolve• around the interchange 

of the letters Jaaed and •em. 
37Leviticu• 3:4 

38see note 36 

39Though the Greenup text ha• a pref ix leaf, the 
bet and k•f are often interchanged, poesibly due to 
difficult!•• in tranacription tro■ .the original 
aanuecript. In light of the veree quoted, a bet would 
aake aore aenae here. 

• 011 Chronicle• 36 : 22 

' 1Deuteronoay 30 : 3 

'
2

rargua 



I 

112 

Pharphar, the rivers of Damascus better than all the waters 

of Israel?43 . This teaches that as the exiles come to the 

edge of the land of Israel they will say the psalm for the 

ingathering of the exiled. 

FRCN THE PFAK OF SENIR AND HERMJN, these are the mountains 

of the land of Israel. This teaches that all the mountains 

will be filled with people who will keep singing as it is 

said: For in joy you will leave and be led home secure. 

Before you, mount and hill shall shout alour:f 4 • 

FRCN THE DENS OF LIONS, FRC1t1 THE HILLS OF LEOPARDS. These are 

Israel since they have gone forth from the dens of lions and 

they have escaped from the hills of leopards. The lions and 

the leopards, are the kingdoms in whose power Israel was and 

so it says: Den of lions and pasture for young lions, where 

lion and lion's breed/young walker:f 5 . 

Another interpretation of gaze from the peak of Amana 

is Bring (Me a) sacrif ice46 as in: gifts for the king41 • 

From the peak of Amana by virtue of Abraham, your patriarch 

43 II Kings 5:12 

44 Isaiah 55:12 

46Nahum 2:12. Toviah ben Eliezer has reversed the 
order of words in the verse. 

46 shir haShirim Rabbah, which uses the word 
instead of minhah. Instead of reading tavo 'i, 
the author is reading it ta'vi'i, (hiphil). 

qorban 
(qal) 

47 Isaiah 57:9. See also I Samuel 9:7 and BDB. 

•1 ,' 

. "XL.u,.,,b.k~ 
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who from the beginning was foremost of believers'8 , as it is 

eaid: Hermon I will remember by virtue of your ancestors , 
,9 

for whom I guided in the wilderness forty years and whom I 

brought to the Jordan. Hermon 1■ Senir as it is said : 

Sidonians c•llttd Heraon S1r1on, and the A11or.1tes call Jt 

SenJr50 and he aentions for him the name that the Amorites 

called it , and Israel's name, because Israel expelled the 

boritea from it. But Shion51 and Sirion he did not 

aention, since they are ancient names . Fro• the dens of 

lions , from the hills of leopards, these are the kingdoms 

through which Israel has passed, which were aore evil than 

lions and leopards . 

9 . ) YOO HAVE CAProRBD ltY IIBART, ltY ~
2

, IIY BRIDE. God said : " I 

was heartened towards you at the beginning, to be aerciful 

to you", as in : He will •how you aercy, and Jn BJ• aercy He 

will cause you to 1.ncrease53 "and you added to My aereies 

upon you, as it is said: YOO ll,IVE CAP2tRIZ> ltY llBAR1' JiI'.aI CllE OF 

ltXllBDS, because you have suffered the yoke of the ~ingdoma 

48Genesis 1!5 : 6 

'
9 #Jdrash Zuta 

60Deuteronoay 3 :9 

51.1oshua 19 : 19 

5211terally "•Y sister", th1• follows the .1PS 
translation 

63Deuteronoay 13:18 



" 

114 

with love I will ahow ■ercy upon you" •• it is said : 

Therefore w1ll the Lord wa1t, that Be aay be gracious unto 

you and therefore wJJJ He be exalted, that Be ••Y be 

aercJfuJ to you, tor the Lord 1s a God of ju.t1ce
5
'. With 

one of your eyes, with one co1l of your neckJace55 , for just 

ae you have stretched our your neck tor Me to be killed for 

declaring the Unity of My name as it 1• aaid: It 1• for Your 

•aJce that we are k1lled all day long, that we are regarded 

as • .beep to be •laughtered'6 • 

10 . ) HCM SJtE:ET IS mtlR LOVE, IIY a,M, IIY BRIIB. Rabbi Yohanan 

■aid that just as a bride is not attractive, ■ave with 

adorn■ents57 , so Israel is not attractive, aave with aages. 

BCM MJCH IOZ IELICHI'PUL mR LOVE fflAN ltDIB. Just as wine 

heighten• the body ao do aages heighten Iarael 
58 

and ao 

Elisha aaid to Elijah: o father, father, l•rael '• char1ots 

and bor•eaen&9 . 

64Iaaiah 30 :18 

56Again, tbe text b•• a kaf in plac• of the bet -
it 1• cUfficult to know of this ia the intention of 
Toviah ben Bliezer or if Greenup text 1• corrupt. 

56Paalas 44 : 23 

57 #Jdr .. h Zuta 

68NJdra•h Sh1r haSh1r1• 

5911 Kings 2 : 12, cf . #oed Katan 26a 
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YOUR OILS ARE 11:EE JIRAl3RANT 'ZflAN ANY SPICE, theee are the 

aacred oil• ; the oil of prieathood and the oil of kingship , 

for no people nor language has any that are like them . 

Rabbi 8erekiah and Rabbi Belbo in the name of Sh'muel 

bar Jfahman •aid that in ten places Israel was called a 

bri de60 aa it is said : ~Jth •e fro• Lebanon Hy brJde
61

, You 

have cap~ured tty heart, •Y brJde62 , How sweet Js your love , 

lty own, tty brJde63 , o br Jde , your l Jps drJp as the honey6
', 

A garden Jocked i.s •Y own , •Y brJde65 , I have come to "'Y 

garden , lty own , Ny bri.de66 , which is aix and four are in the 

Prophete , As • brJdegroo• rejoJces HJs brJde67 , As a 

brJdegroom adorned ~Jth a turban and as a brJde68 , The voJce 

of the bridegroom and the vo.1ce of the br.1de69
, GJrd thyself 

w.1th the•, as a brJde70 . 

60.Aleo liated in ShJr haSh.1r.1• Rabbah 

61song of Songs 

62song of Song• 

63song of Song• 

64song of Song• 

66song of Song• 

66song of Song• 

671eaiah 62 : 5 

681eaiah 61 : 10 

69Jeremiah 7 : s, 

701aaiah ,sa: 1a 

, :e 

, : 9 

, : 10 

, : 11 

4 : 12 

&: 1 

to verse ,:e 
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There are ten "garments" that God will wear in the 

future •• it 1• aaid : f'he Lord Js king, B• J• robed Jn 

grandeur; tbe Lord 1s robed, Be Js girded with strength
11 

He 

clothed s1 .. elf wJth garaents of retribution , wrapped 

HJ•self Jn zeal••• robe72 . ftfby 1s your clothing so red?
13 

f'his is Glory in B1s attire1', You are clothed 1n glory a.nd 

.. jestY'5 , He clothed HJ•self in right11ousness
16

. Ten are 

to be punished from the ten families aentioned with 

reference to God aaying "do not emulate them" , ■ince they 

cauaed Israel to violate the ten co11UDandaents with which 

Ierael was aade prominent•• a bride . 

11 . ) DRIP AS ICllEY. Rabbi Yudan in the naae of Rabbi Shiaeon 

ben Lakish aaid that juat u a bride 77 needs to be adorned 

with the twenty-four adornaents that are in the book of 

Isaiah as it 1• said: On that day the Lord will strip oft 

71Peal .. 93 : 3 

721aaiah 59: 17 

73 ib1d, 63 : 2 

7'Ib1d , 63:1 

75P••l- 10,:1 

'76Iaa1ah 59:7 

17th• text ha• tranaposed the l-•d and lt:hat, so 
that it read.a baJaJcba instead of ba-kalah 
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78 the ankle ornaaents , eo a aage needs to be learned in 

twenty-tour books . 

aage79
. 

If he lack• one of them, he is not a 

Rabbi Huna in the name of Rabbi Sh1meon ben Lakish •aid 

that just as a bride needs to be modest , so does a sage need 

to be aodest80 . 

Rabbi Tahl ipha of Cea5ar ia said in the name of Rabbi 

Shiaeon ben Lakish that just as a bride needs for there to 

be three witne•ses ao that ahe will be [declared) pure and 

clean, ao does a sage require that everyone testify that he 

has no blemish. 

Rabbi !liezer and Rabbi Yossi the son of Rabbi Hananiah 

and [other) rabbis have said that anyone who publicly 

expounds words of Torah in a way which 1• unpleasant to his 

audience, it would be better tor hia that he had never said 

them, as it 1• ••id: Boneycoab drips, honey and aJJk und~r 

your tongue, for words of Torah ahould be beautiful when you 

expound them like honeycoab and honey , a,,,eetened with milk. 

'rll8 SCtJNr <, YIXlR 1«JBBS IS LIKE DIB saINr Ol' LDAIOi, ao that 

th• pleaatng aeent of aage• coaea from afar and thu. you say 

your oJJ• yield a •~t •cent81 . Thu• you find with our 

78 Ieaiab 3: 18 ff . , this passage also appear• in 
ll1draab Shir baSbJra 

19sb1r baSbJria Rabbah 

&Oibid 

81song of Songs 1:S 

• 
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patriarch Jacob, as it is aaid : He ••eJJed the •cent of his 

clothes and blessed h1a82 • This is the ecent of good 

action• which resided in him. 

Come and see how harsh [was] iniquity , for before Adam 

sinned everything feared him. Once he sinned, not only d i d 

nothing fear him , but now be feared others, and thus it 

says : Sinners of Zion are fr1ghtenea8 3 , while before he 

sinned it is written: All the peoples or the earth •h•ll •ee 

that the Lord's nase is proclaiaed over you and they shall 

84 stand Jn fear of you . Just as a bride 1• not euspect, so 

a •age is not shamed. It is necessary that he not be ahamed 

each time he expounds. Your lips drip honey, in the future 

to coae Israel will be praised above every people and 

tongue. Boney and milk are under your tongue, this refers 

to the love between the Davidic Messiah and the Ephraimite 

Messiah . The •cent of your robes i• l iJce the •ct1n t of 

Lebanon, these are good actions. 

12 . ) A GARillll LOa<ED IS ltY aM, ltY BRIIE, this is the Torah 

since the parashloth of the Torah are considered ,:o be a 

garden . Rabbi Bananiah or Rabbi Mena, one [of them) said a 

82Gene•i• 21 : 21 

83Ieaiah 33:14 

••o.uteronomy 28 : 10 
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garden locked 1• like • rount•J.n Jocked, until a wise person 

co■e• and brings forth its fru1te85 • 

A 1'a1NTAIN LOCK/!D, A SBA~UP SPRIRJ, this is the Tor ah 

since it 1• likened to a •••Jed- up •pring until a wise 

person comes, as it is aaid: The instructJon of the wJse 1s 
• 

• fountain of 11re86
• Someone said • garden Jocked, these 

are the young aen since they are not like tboae who delight 

in incest. A fountaJn locked is •Y otm , •Y bride, these are 

the young woaen who have locked their openings for their 

husbands . Abba Nari , of blessed aemory, explained • 

fountain locked as connoting a gate and is in the language 

of the Talmud as close the gate
81

. 

Our rabbis have said that a fountaJn locked , •Y own , •Y 

bride these are the times of the End for they are locked and 

cloaed up as it is aaid : For the•e (words ) are •hut up and 

sea1eJJ8 . A fountaJn locked, • •••J•d up •prJ.ng for they 

have not cast the yoke of heaven off of th•-•lvee du-ring 

the entire length of the e,cJJe. A garden locked, Rabbi 

Yohanan said theae are the unaarr ied woaen • A fountaJn 

Jocked, these are the aarried woaen. 

these are the ■en. 

85Hidra•h Sb1r baShJ.rJ.m 

86Proverb• 13 : 16 

87 BeraJchot 28a 

88oan 12:9 

A •••Jed up sprJ.ng 
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13 . ) YOUR L1NBS ARB AN aDIARD or .PCN!GRANiUBS, in the language of 

the Miahnah it ia an irrigated field, a field which always 

needs rain, a• 1• taught in a aiahnah, water an irrigated 

field in season89 . The neighborhoods surrounding Jerusalem 

were irrigated field.a filled with all kind• of apices. 

Another interpretation: Your l1•b• are your children 

who are like an orchard of poaegranates. Just as this 

orchard of poaegranates 1• beautiful, ao 1• Iarael beautiful 

with good actions. Just as poaegranates are beautiful and 

tasty , ao 1• Israel filled with co-andaenta and thus Iarael 

is destined to becoae like an orchard of poaegranates 

through Elijah. 

OF ALL UJSCI<XJS ~ as if to aay the great ones with 

the leaser ones. 

14.) OF BIMM AND OF NARD-go NARD AND SM'l'Rl:M, l'RAGRAN'l' Rl!l!D AND 

CIRIAlta( III'lfl ALL AIUMTIC ,am, IIYRRll AND· ALCI/S, l'<BJICS'1' OF 

HRPLINB>. Here there are twelve kinda of apicea parallel ing 

the twelve tribe• of Iarael who in the future 'will be 

8911011d Qatan 1:1 

90rroa the previoua veree, though the text has it 
b.er• for aidr-hic reaaona, aince there 1• a liating of 
plante. 

t 
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gathered in the days of the Messiah as it is eaid: There the 

entJre House of I•r••l wJll wor•hJp He
91

. 

15 . ) A fflJNTAIN OF GARIBNS, A N?IL OF PRBSH NillER, this is wha t 

Scripture says : In that day fresh water shall flow from 

Jerusalem, part to the Eastern Sea and part to the Western 

Sea~2 and it aays : A sprJng shall Jssue forth from the House 

of the Lord and •hall water the wadi of the AcacJas
93

. Its 

explanation is that these are the water• that in the future 

will go out from under the Temple's threshold as in Ezekiel : 

Be aeasured one thousand cubJts and Jed ae across the water, 

the water was knee deep. He ••••ured off another thousand 

and led •e across the water, the water was up to the 

Further on 1• the •wiu,ing waters95 
and it says: 

All kJnds of trees for food wJJJ grow up on both banks of 

the river. TheJr leaves wJll not wither nor the.1r fruit 

fa.11 . .. because the water ror the• flows fro• the Te•ple
96

. 

911zekiel 20:,0. Th• author ha• aiequoted the 
original verse, adding •yebudah and changing the 
pronominal euffix trom let to third peraon. 

92zechariah 1,:e 

93.Joel , : 18 

e, Bzekiel ,1:3 , , . In addition to the corrections 
preeented by Greenhut, there 1• an extra word, b'a•ah 
that doe• not appear in the Qor•n Bible . 

95&zekiel ,1 : & • ----- ..,, 
96&zekiel ,1:12 
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(Between] Rav and Shmu'el one •aid to loosen God's 

aouth and one said to loosen the aouth of the barren , and 

both of them aay the aaae thing. 

A fountaJn of gardens, this is the fountain with whic h 

God will in the future purify Israel, as ln: The blood of 

Jerusalem ahall be cleaned fro• 1t• a1dst97 . Already Israel 

has been called a aenatruous woman by Ezekiel as in : Their 

ways before Ne ftt!re like the u.npureness of a aenstruou.s 

fltoaan98 He did not call them defiled by a carrion or 

defiled by an unclean animal , but defiled by aenstrual 

blood . Just as a aenetruous woman 1-•r••• in water and she 

becoaea fit for her husband , ao when Israel rinses in 

ritually clean water they become ritually clean as it is 

said: I fltill •pr1nlcle cle111J water upon you and you shall 

becoae r1tually clean , I •hall clean•e you fro• all of your 

u.ncleanness99 . 

Another way of thinking : About the prophecy in which he 

1• coapared to water, this teaches that in the future, the 

•p1ri t of holiness will dwell upon everything, as .1 t is 

said: Your •ons and daughters shall prophesy; your old •en 

dreaa dr•-• and your young -1,all ••e v1•1oa..
100

. 

97Iea1ah 4 : 4 

98azekiel 36 : 17 

99&zekiel 36 : 25 

lOOJoel 3:1 
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16. ) AJ.am O NCR'lJl fiDID, ~ . 0 SamJ fiIND, theae are the 

exiles who are like sleepers and the Holy One makes them 

fit , for they are destined to be awakened from their sleep 

as it is said: Awake and •hout for joy, you who dwell 1n the 

dust101 and it says : I wJll ••Y to the North : "G1 ve back! " I 

wJll say to the South : "Do not withhold! 11102
• 

BUM CJPCW 1W GARDD{, LET ITS SCBNr JIIDI, this is the land of 

Israel as it is said: It will be on that day that the h1lls 

,mall drip w1th wine103 and it says : But you O aounta1ns of 

I•r•el shall yJeld your produce and bear your fruit for My 

people I•rael , f or the1r return Js near10
'. 

LET 1W BI!UJVED CXHE ro HIS GARIB{, this 1• the Holy One who 

will c:auae His • hekhJna to dwell aaong them
105 

as 1 t is 

•aid: I wJll dwell among the I•rael1tes and I wJll be the1r 

Goct1°6 . AND MT HIS PRIJCICXJS mJI'IS, these are the · sacrifices . 

lOliaaiah 26 : 19 

l021b1d , ,3 : 6 

103.1oel 4:18 

104azeliiel 36 : 8 

'-- , o&Sh.1r haSh.1r1• Rabbah 

1061.Jtodua 29 : 45 
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1 . ) I HAliW rxHE ro MY GARIEN, MY ~ . HY BRIIB announcing t o 

Israel that the Holy l One will come and will cause His 

•heJchin• to dwell among them forever•• in former times . 

I HAVE PLlX::KED MY /tl'IRRH AND SPICE, th i s is the scent of t h e 

incense1 and the frankincense 2 as in : Hith your sweet scent 1 

will I accept you3
• 

I HAVE EATEN MY 1alE'i'CCltB AND JQ{EY, these are the main 
4 

. 
■acrifices , with their fat , which are as sweet as honey. 

DRUNK HY HINE AND MY HILK, these are the .. libations& and the 

aeal o~ferings , which are as white as milk. 

These friends are the righteous ones 

who are called friends of God, as it is said : For the sake 

of •Y kin and friends , I pray for your well be1ng
1

. 

1 
rarf1W!4 

2 Shir haShirJa Rabbah, Pe•1kta Rabbat.1 5 : 5 

3Ezekiel 20:,1 

'More likely ayJn.quph.reish . yod rather than 
aleph . lchaf. re1sh 

&rargmi 

6underetood to be aleph . Jchaf.J..,.ed. waw rather than 
aleph . l-ed.lchaf. waw 

7Paal- 122:8 

.. 
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DRINK, auNK ABUNDANl'LY, 0 BELCNED/ LOVE, these are Israel 

who have been cal led be loved prophet•, ._. 1 t i• •aid : How 

•weet 1s your love, •Y beloved, •Y own, •Y bride
8

. 

This teaches that Israel i s destined to delight in the 
........_ 

goodness of the shekhina as it is aaid: For as the seed of 

peace, the vine •hall produce 1ts fruit , the ground shall 

produce Jts yJeltP and it ••vs : And you •hall eat your fill . 
and praJ•e the name of the Lord your God, who dealt s o 

wondrously with you - and you shall know that I am i n the 

a1dst of Israel; that I U1 the Lord your God and there is no 

other. And •Y people 9ball be •ha11ed no aore10 , then our 

eyes will see11 and our heart s rejo1ce12 . 

2 • ) I NIS ASTEEP, BUT NY llBART NIS MIAKE. The Co11U11uni ty of 

Israel said: "I was asleep during the reign of the [foreign ] 

kingdo .. like a peraon who baa gone through aany troubles 

and in the midst of the troubles , a aluab!er descends upon 

hia and he falls asleep . 11 So Iarael in exile are like 

sleepers , s ince they do not know to what level they have 

deacended, and they fier cel y cry out to God, perhaps He will 

8song of Songs , : 10 

9zecbariah 8 : 12 

10Joel 2 : 26,27 

11Jereaiah 13 : 20 

12Paalaa 33:21 
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be merciful to them, restoring them to their original 

kingdom. That ie why the prophet ••id to the co-unity of 

Israel : LJ•ten to this, unhappy one, who are drunk but not 

with wine113 . But my heart was awake , thie 1a the Holy One 

as in : God Js the rock ot •Y heart and •Y portJon torever14 , 

and He, may Bis name be praised forever and to all 

eternity, f or his deliveran :e will abide forever for us , a s 

it is said: See the guardian of I•rael neither sluabers nor 

l ,15 seeps .. 

HARK, Kr BELOVED CALLS through the p r ophets16 . {BE} Ol'Di 

!'ONE, as if to say return in repentance17 ~til I come and 

redeem you
18

. Thus 1~ says through Noses , the •an of Go~9 : 

When you are in distress because ot all these things tha t 

have bfttallen you , and Jn the end, return to the Lord your 

God and obey Bia20 and it ••vs : r~ Lord thy God w111 turn 

thy captivJty . .• and Be will gather you from all the 

13Iaa1ah 51 : 21 

1
'P••l•• 73:26, also quoted in Sbir haShirJm 

Rabbah and #Jdrash Shir haShJrJm 

15P•alms 121 : , 

16NJdrash Shir haShir1• 

17 'Z'argua 

18N1dr••b Sb1r baSbJrJ• 
19Joahua 1, : 6 

20 Deuteronoay ,:30 
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peopJes21 where thtt Lord your God has banished you22 . While 

through the propheta23 it 1• aaid : If you return to He, .if 

you reaov11 your aboaJnatJons from Hy presence and do not 

2, waver . NY <:MN, MY DARLIN;, ltY /XIVE, HY FAULTL.ESS al£, 

corresponding to the four [foreign] ldngdoms
25 

since you 

auffered under their yoke, as it 1a aaid: All th.is has come 

upon us, yet we have not forgotten you , or been false to 

your covenant26
• 

l'Cll MY JIBAD/ JIC:RE/ CSft:H{ IS lRlIHCIIED fifI'1'H IBI as 1f to say from 

the day that I exiled you and did not choose another nation 

nor aay to any one of the nation• t.o build• Temple for Me 

to dwell ip, for I am God, not aan , Thtt Holy On11 is .in your 

aJdst: I w1ll not come .into• cJt./7
• This means I will not 

coae into a city other than .7eruealem as it 1• aaid: 

Jeru...Jea, the cJty whJch I have cho•en2~ to~ Be is like one 

who 4• outside hi• house and be clew fall• upon him, AND THE 

DMIP a! ftfB NIGllT, since exile 1• compared to a night as 1 t is 

211bid, 30 : 3 

22ibid , 30 : 1 

23 rargu.e, HJdra•h SbJr haSbJrJm 

24.1erelll.1ab , : 1 

2611Jdra•h Sh.Sr baShJrJ• 

26P•alaa ,.t:18 

27aoaea 11 : 9, Toviah ben Bliezer 1• reading b'Jr 
.. "in a city•. rather than •tn fury" 

281 Einga 11:36 
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said: Watcluaan what of the njght? W11tchaan , what of the 

n.1ght~
9

• 

3 • ) I HAVE TAKEN OFF Kl RfJBE - H<:M SHALL I PUT IT BACK al? The 

Community of Israel says before the Holy One : ••open
30 

the 

gate of repentance, ao that I will redeem you " , and she [the 

eommuni ty of Israel] says : "How will I repent? I have taktm 

off •Y robe; the vestment of the kingship, the vestme_nt of 

the priesthood, and the vestment of prophecy, each one of 

which is called a robe by itself! While the Temple stood we 

would make pilgrimages and offer aacrifices and the Holy One 

would pardon all our sins. Since the Temple was destroyed 

and we were placed under the power of the nations, we do not 

know how we ahould repent to open the gates of repentance 11 

and so she aaid : "I have taken off •Y robe - how shall I put 

1t back on to return to ay previous condition?" 

I HAVE MfflBD 111' l'BET - IOI SfJAlL I SOLL ffllJH? And i f 
. 

perhaps it will occur to the nationa, that I will enter 

their religion , •••imilating with them , this too ! • the 

[dark] night for ae, to be soiled with idolatry, aince 

already I have bathed •Y feet froa 1 t 31
. Their32 idolatry 

29Iaaiah 21:11 

30corrupt text , the feminine yod of plth1 do•• not 
agree with the aaeculine noun. 

31 sh1r baSh1r1• Rabbah 

32Ierael'• 

--

, 
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bas been done away w1 th since the destruction of the first 

Teaple, for while aaong the nations of the world I■·rael does 

not. take share their ways, yet they lack the strength to 

wor■hip God as is fitting because of the nations and because 

the Temple was destroyed and they do cannot follow properly 

the laws of the Torah. My father of blessed memory 

expounded I have bathed •Y reet that these are the 
. 

ehelchlna'• words to Israel as if to ■ay: "Did I not say when 

they aade tbe lgolden) calf that I wJll not go Jn your 

a1dst33 , but still my shelch1na is among you, thus you, 

[even] if you took off your clothes, agaJn you shall tak~ up 

your t.tabrel•3'. 

, • } NY SU1V1!D SBNT PCRl'H BIS 1IAND m:M fflB JDLB because when the 

Holy One observed Israel becoming idle in regard· to 

repentance , a• a lazy aan who 1• in bed and 1• lazy about 

coaing out of it, immediately Be eent Bis •tripe - it 1• 

said : lty beloved sent rorth HJ• hand rro• th• hole since God 

do•• not eend forth Hi, stripe with all of Bis ■trength from 

the door •or from the window, but gently rrolll the hole in 

order to scare them and to frighten tbea, to cau■e tbea to 

return in repentance, letting the nation• loo•• upon them 

and scaring the••• Be did in the d.aya of Baa.an, eo to cause 

33Exodus 33:3 

3 '.1ereaiah 31 : 3 
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them to do well. AND NY IIBAR:l' JMS S'l'lRBBD ll'(E 111H, My heart 

stirred in their ■idst Jn the pre•ence of the v.ngeful foe35 

and because of the oppre•sJon of the wJcked, for they brJng 

God did all thi s 

and changed the heart of the nations to despise His people , 

so that they will call and cry aloud to Him as it 1• said : 

Jihen you are Jn d1stress because all these thJngs have 

befallen you and, Jn the end return to the Lord your God and 

obey H1m37 , then the Lord wJll turn thy capt1v1ty and have 

■ercy upon you and return and gather you38 . 

5 . ) I ROSE UP ro OPl!N ro HY BBLOVBD, this occurs in every 

generation when Israel is in trouble , they 1-ediatel y 

gather themselves in the synagogues and houses of study, set 

f-t• and pray intensely to op11n the gate of repentance. 

IIY' BANDS aaPfflD ll'IRRH, ltY l'11IGlfRS 1'!LMIM3 ltJtRRH, these are 

those who perfora t•.c:fak&b, who open their band• to the poor 
-

and whose gifts are considered u flowing ayrrh, like 

aro~t1c 1ncen•e39 • lty fJnger • fJowJng ■yrrb, these are the 

teachers of young cbii dren, since they teach the~ with their 

35Psa1 .. ,, : 11 

36ibid, 55:4 

_37 Deuteronoay , : 30 

38ib1d , 30:1 

39 rargua. Qe'tor•t h••-1•, the aroaatic incense, 
is a biblical reference - see Exodus 31 : 11 or 35 : 15 . 
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fingers, and in apite of th1• exile continues because of the 
40 

IIANt:£BS OF DIB BOL'I', aince the gates of prayer are clos!d as 

it is aaid : And when I cry out and plead, He •huts out my 

p.rayer'1 , You have covered yourself wJtb a cloud, that no 

prayer aay pass througb42 . The gates of prayer are closed 

and the Deliverer is diverted as you find in Ezekiel , for 

[it reads) there : an Jron plate . . . between you and the 

c.1ty'3 • 

.. 
6 • ) I CHWED ~ ~ ltY BEUJVP'.D. Many ti111es has 

Iarael opened the gate of repentance and they thought they 

were redeeaed BUr IIY BIILOVED HAD 2tRNED AND «ME. While the en.d 

ia lengthened for them just as the prol)heta had prophesied 

. '' to Iarael: Pray early and late , but they did not listen, 

thus they Cried out in exile and they were not anawered, 

[~or} •Y hloved had turned and gone. 

IIY SOUL ,AIU!D lt/8 liBIIII B8 SRD', th••• are the words of the 

prophet~ eince they tspoke in the naae of our God. We hoped 

and trueted and Iarael han~ed their aoule over to Hi• word, 

'
0aerakhot 32b 

' 1i.aaentation• 3:8 

' 2ibid, 3:,, 
' 3aaekiel , : 3, Toviah ban Sliezer hae uaed th• 

third peraon prono■inal auffix in place of th• aecond 
peraon euffix in beJn'Jcba. 

''a.1tt.1.a -za 

• 
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~• it is saict: In BJs word do I hope'5 and it aays : Hy soul 

waJts for the Lord, ■ore than watcbaen tor the 11JornJng, 

watchllen for the 111ornJng'6 , tor •Y •oul tailed •e when He 

•poke. And 1t says : Ny soul 1s always in danger47 since 

Israel has hoped in every generation for God's deliverance 

while they were being slaughtered and butchered for His Holy 

Name, and still they trustand wait and hope, perhaps there 

ie hope and [so] it eays : 0 Israel , trust in the Lord, tor 

with the Lotd there 1s steadfast love and great power to 

redeem48 . 
l 

I saJG1tt HIM, IIJT Jl'{XJl{I) HIN 10'1', as in : For the vision 1s 

yet for the appointed tiae49 and it eays : For the Israelites 

shall go a long ti■e without king, without prince, without 

sacrifice and without cult pillars
50

• 

I C4[,UID, BlJ'l' BB DID 10'1' ANSHliR IC as in : Ny God, I call by 

day, You answer not, by night and bave no resp1te
51 

and it 

eays : I am W9ary with calling, •Y throat 1• dry, •Y eyes 

'6Psal■• 130 :5 

46ib1d , 130 : 6 

471bid, 119 : 109 

48 ib1d, 130 : 7 

' 9aabaltkuk 2 : 3 

601lo••• s :, 
51Pealae 22:S 
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fall while I wa1t for GoJ>2 and it aays : Bow long, o lord , 

.iiall I cry out . .. "VJolence!',53 and it says : Bow long w11 1 

54 You hJde? Forever ? and there are many referenc es like 

these in Scripture about the length of the exile in which we 

are . 

7 • ) f'HE NUaMEN NK) 00 AIJCUJ' 'DIE CIT! l1fXJND HI?, these are the 

nations of the world , since they strike , punish and wound 

-Iarael, as 1 t is said : f'HEY S'IHIJCK IE, DIIY BRUISED 1£ and so it 

says : I offered •Y back to the floggers, ,/lid my cheeks t o 

tboae who tore out •Y baJr55 and I w1ll b1de my countenance 

fro• thea, they shall be ready prey and aany e vjJs and 

troubles shall befall thea
56

. 

f'HB Wd'CIMl!N OF 2J.ar NIUS S'I'RIPFBD .¥MY 1W HAN'l'LB these are the 

kingdoms amongst whom Israel lives wherei~ conflict• have 

deatroyed their pious •• it 1• said: Soae of the 

lcnowJedgeable w1ll f•ll51 by the sword and by flaae
58

, and 

52ibid, 69:, 

53Babakkuk 1 : 2 
54 __) 

Peal .. 13 : 2, a paraptlra•e of the ver•• 

~5Isaiah 50 : 6 

56Deuteronoay 31:17 

51Daniel 11:35 

68ib1d , 11 : 33 
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it saye : That they ••Y be refined and purged and whJtened 

unt1l the t1•e of the enrf9
• 

8 . ) I ADJURE ml, 0 HAIDENS OF JI!RUSALBH, this is the oath with 

which Israel adjured the propbeta60 at the time of 

consolation61 when they came to comfort Israel, and said to 

them [the prophets) : "We adjure you, if the spirit of 

holiness dwells upon you, IF HX1 FIND 1W BELOVED, lillAT JlfILL YOU 

2EU. BIN about the troubles that Iarael bas encountered in 
~ 

exile , among the nations? THAT I AN FAIN!' fiI'Dl LCNE. I am 

faint in exile out of the love of the Holy One as it is 

said : Lament JJke a aaJden g1rt w1th ••ckcloth for the 

husband of her youtb62 . 

I adjure you, this is the oath with which Israel 

adjured tbe nations of the world, when they bad ~ried to 

coerce them to depart froa under the protection
63 

of the 

•helch1n• .and Israel adjured them: "Leave me alone I For we 

69 ibid, 11 : 35, Toviah ben Eliezer has lltsror 
instead of JJt•rot bah•• 

60'rargua 

61aee Isaiah 50 : 1 

62 .Joel 1: e, the verb baa been changed fro■ the 
fea1n1ne i■perativ• to the plural iaperative, which 
correspond• to it• aidrashic use here . Aleo !i'loted in 
lfJdra-11 Sb1r baShJrJ• 

6311terally "wing•" 
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will not listen to you, because there 1• none like Adonai, 

our God. " 

If you fJ.nd •Y Beloved, if you knew our God• s Torah 

what would you tell Him? You would praise us and say : "In 

goodness they have done this, for [they are] faJnt w.1th 

love", since we are faint out of the great endearing love of 

our God. If only you would have understood our Torah, you 

would never have tried to coerce ue to foraake our Torah, .. 
for it is a Torah of truth, and professing the Unity of God 

is better than all the silver and gold that is in the world . 

Thi• is the principle that the verse below supports, as it 

is said: 

9.) 6' Ha.I IS mlR BELOVED BE21ER? FCR 1'tX1 ADJURE C.S SO. And in 

terae of the above explanation with reference to the 

prophets, this ia their anawer to Iarae165 , How Js your 

Beloved better? For you adjure u.s •o, as if to aay, from 

where have you gained an understanding of God's praiae, and 

you know that none 1• like Adonai, our Ood? They anawered 

you: In many ways I know that God 1• a livisng God, the 

Everlasting King and besides him there 1• no aaviour
66

. 

64&:9 i• not delineated in the Greenup text 

652'argua 

66ct. Ieaiah ,s : 11 
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10.) MY BEUNED IS SCCflCHING AND RED, PRE-BNINDrl' AIOIG TBN ~ . 

and thi• entire aatter of how is your Beloved better
67 

is 

the nation• • answer to Israel who pereiet in declaring the 

Unity of the Creator , ■ince everyone has been killed for His 

Holy Name, as it is said: It Js for your ••ke that we are 

•la.1n all day long68 , while the nations of the world were 

confounde~ about this matter and said to Israel : Bow Js your 

Beloved better? ·What favors has Adonai, your God bestowed .. 
on your people more than• the gods of the nations? THE 

rAIRBS'r OF JCNEN, this is the Community of Israel, for she i s 

eabelliahed by possessing her Torah, since whenever the 

nations fall into exile, 1-ediately they forget their gods 

and their laws and they forget their earlier good 

intentliona , but Israel, even though exiled, do not change 

their actions nor their Torah and do not forget their God . 

That 1a why the co .. unity of Iarael 1• called the tairest of 

Bow 1• your beloved better that you adjure us •o? Were 

you not alave■ 1n Egypt ,oo yeare?69 • And from there , the 

kings of Assyria and the kings of the Cbaldeans ruled over 

y~ul And now he Bas abandoned you into the power of every 

nation and language ! 

67song of Songs &:9 

68Paal- 44 : 23 

61&xoc!ua 12 : 40 

Why don ' t you aaaiailate into the 
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aanners of the n.ations and .rather than being set as an 

oddity and a aockery among all the peoples . 

NY BBLOVED IS sca«::BIIG AND RED, this is the answer with 

"hich Israel responds to the nations of the world because 

they had said to them : nsow Js your Beloved better?" ao they 

(Israel], answered : 11 Th1s 1s My beloved10 , I have no other , 

there is . none like Him , and beside Him, there is no 

aaviour71 . Scorching and red, He is acorching to l•raeJ, as 

it is said: And [God will J ••tJsfy your soul Jn •corched 

places12 and red when He exacts punishment from the enemies 

of His people,•• it is said: Hhy is your clothing •o red?73 

and it says: Hho Js thJs coa1ng so reddened?7'. Scorching 

.nd red, Comparisons are made using similes by the prophets , 

as it is said: Through the prophets I have used 

s1•111tudes15 . Twice He is likened to a warrior , as it is 

said : The Lord goes forth alike • warr1or76 and The Lord, 

&:16 

70song of songs 6 : 16 

71cf. Ia•iah ,3 : 11 

72I•aiah 58 : 11 

73ibid, 63 : 2, referred to in #Jdrasb Sb.tr haSh1r1• 

7'1b1d, 63 : 1 

75aosea 12 : 11, quoted in #Sdra•h Sh1r haShJrim 

76t .. 1ah 42 : 13 
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the warrJor77 . Twice as an old inan , as it 1• •aid: Ancient 

of Days18 , this is one79 . 

PRE-BHINDl1' NCH; 'l'BN naJSAND, [He is) an ensign among ten 

thousand, among His host , He is incomparable . Be trains our 

feet against the nations of the earth•• it is said : He wJll 

aet you , in fluae 11nd renown and glory, high above all the 

nations He .has aade80 . Pre-e111Jnent .. ong ten thousand, as 

1n : In the name of our God we wJll ••t up our stan~dards81 . 

The soldiers of a huaan king82 enter into war with him, to 

help him: and we, His people , enter into war , as it is said : 

The Lord , ~he warrJor, AdonaJ Js HJs n .. e 83 and we wJJJ call 

on the nuie of Adona1 , our Gotf', yet the Lord, the God of 

Hosts, aust be Jnvoked •• AdonaJ85 . 

77Exodue 1& : 3 

78Daniel 7 : 9 

79The text doe• not include the aecond reference 

80neuteronoay 26 : lg 

81Paalas 20:6 

82literally "of flesh and blood" 

83&xodu• 1~:3 

8'Paala• 20:8 

1tisoeea 12 : 6 .. 



139 

86 11. -15.) HIS FCEE/ ~ IS FINEST <XJUJ, because the nat i ons of 

the world asked I•rael : •What did you ••e to cleave to God 

■ore than all the people•' gods?" they told the■ briefly Hi s 

prai•e: Scorching and red, His banner J• pre-eainent among 

the ten thou.sand, His ~ore/ crown Js fJnest gold , HJs locks 

are curled and black_. a raven , BJ• eyes are lJke doves by 

watercour•e•, bathed in aJlk, •J tting by a briaming p oo l, 

BJ• cheeks are like a garden of •pJ.ce•, lJ.Jce banJca p!'oducing 

perfUJ1Jes. His lips are like lilies; they drip flowi ng 

ayrrh . Bis hands are rods of gold, •tudded with beryl ; His 

belly a tablet of ivory, wrapped with •apphires. His legs 

are aarble pillars, •et in foundations ot tine gold . He i s 

a• aajestic as Lebanon, •tately as the cedars. Bis •outh is 

..,.et, Be 1s coapletely delightful" , a• these 2, kinds of 

praise correspond .to the 2, book• [of the Bible) . 

Ser ipture •peaks of 

thing• which are un~er•tood by the hwaan ear, •uch as a 

glorified king , a valiant aan , plea•ing tQ look at , and 

attractive beyond aeaaure, and all thi• 1• told on account 

of God'• action• and the Torah which Be gave to Hi• people, 

to l et all huaanity know that there 1• none lilte Adonai , our 

God, and there 1• no Torah JJke th• Torah of No••• our 

teacher, a4ll2 of GoJJ1 • 

86 Song of Song• 6 :10-,ll 
8711 Chronicle• 30: 16-
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Thus , we are atrengthened by our Creator, and by His 

Torah, aa it 1• aaid: Seek the Lord, whJJe He can be 

founrl8 , ••ek the Lord and HJs •trength, eeek HJs 

countenance constantJy
89

• HJ.s fore/c_rown J.s fJ.nest gold, 

the Torah which Be gave ue, eince it 1• called "first" , as 

it is aaid ~ The Lord created •• f1rst of H1s course , 

preced1ng all of HJ.• works of oJc/0
• FJ.nest gold, more 

de11ghtful than gold , than auch fJ.ne goJt/1 and it aaya: The 

f1ne•t gold of OphJ.r cannot be weJ.ghed aga.1nst Jt
92

• 

B.1• Jocks are curled, since it begin• with the head, it 

epeaka of the hair on the bead. It ia explained aa the 

ahape of the letters of a word, for if a dalet and a reJ.sh, 

or a vet and a Jchaf, or a heh and a bet are awitched , it 

would destroy the entire world93 • And ao our anceetora, aay 

their aeaoriea be blessed, deterained that there were piles . 

88Iaaiah 55:6 

891 Chronicle• 11 : 11 
90 -Proverb• 8:22, alao quoted in SbJr b•Sh1r.1• 

R•bbab and Aggadat Simuel 

91Paalaa 19:11, again quoted Jn SbJr baSbJrJ.m 
Rabbah and Aggadat SbllueJ 

92.Job 28:16 

9311Jdr--.lJ lh1r baSlaJrJa, ShJr haSb1r1• Rabbah, 
ranlHUN Cb. 19, V4'Y1qr• Rabbah 9b. 
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upon pile• of laws9 ' on each and every crown95 [ of the 

letters] of the Torah. 

Thus it 1• aaid : HJ• locks •re curled and bl•ck as• 

raven , aince black hair is attractive for a young aan , and 

even though it ia written [in tile Bible] : The ha1r of His 

head Mas l1ke pure woo196 , each time it ia before us it is 

to be explained according to it• context . 

Black as a raven , for if a person do•• not b l acken 

[hiaaelf] at the dark of both aorning and night. from the 
~ 

darkness of the houae of atudy , atudying words of Torah , 

the Torah will not be preaerved by him97
. 

Black as a raven , tor if a person is not relentless 

with regard to himaelf, as a r•ven over its offspring , words 

of Torah will not be preaerved by bim98
• 

Black as • raven. All of the [other] color a beco11u! 

black, wbi le black does not change to become any other . 

Thua, all tbe other religions have changed to a different 

religion, but the Torah will alway• be dynamic b"t 

unchanged , •• it 1• aaid : 'l'he f••r or the Lord 1• pure, 

9'sh1r baSb1r1• Rabbah, •ruv1n 21b 

!5 llenachot 29b 

96Dan1el 7:9 

97 SbJr haShJr.1• Rabbab , #Jdrash Shir haSh.1r.1a, 
•ruv.112 22a 

98NJdraab ShJr haShJr.1•, •ruvJn 22a · 
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abid1ng forever99 and it aays : For .St rll/JJJ never be Jost 

fro• the aouths of theJr offsprinr/00 . 

Another interpretation of HJs locks are curled, this is 

the lineation [used by Torah ecribes1 101 . Dark as a raven , 

this is the text which is black on white. 

Another interpretation of HJs Jocks are curled: When a 

person enters to etudy Torah and he hears the piles upon 

piles of haJakhoth102 if he is lazy103 he ruabee out , but if 

he is learned he will be happy that he has found ample work, 

and that the reward i• proportionately great. 

12 . ) HIS ~ ARE LIKE IX1VES BY ~- Juat as these doves 
-

fly over the entire land observing bad and good , •o too the 

eyes of God ob•erve the bad and t.be goo<r0' . His eyes are 

Jnce dove• by watercour•e•, these are the aages, since they 

open the eyea of a 105 aan . By watercourses, when they sit 

and busy themselves in Torah, God aenda bur•t~ of wisdom and 

enlighten• their •Y••• •• 1t 1a Mid : f'he co-andaent of the 

99Paalae 19 : 10 

1000.uteronoay 31 : 21, literally "his off81)r1ng" 

lOlShJr haShiria Rabbah , N1dra•h Shir ha.Sh.Sri• 

J02Sbir haSbiria Rabbah , Bruvin 21b 

103cf . Nidr••h SbJr baSbiria: ayin.t•adJ.l-ed. 

io•Proverba 15 : 3 , #Jdr••h Shir haSbiria. The aaae 
u.age appear• in II Chronicle• 16 : 9 

1051tJdraah Shir haShJrJ• 

-
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Lord J• clear, enJJghtenJng tbe eyes106 and it aaya: Open •Y 

eyes, that I aay perceJve the wonder• of your rorah107 . 

BA7J£D IN IIIIJ(. Have you ever aeen dove• bathed Jn aJ lk? 

Instead this teaches that the entire matter speaks about the 

wisdom of the Torah . When aages busy themselves in Torah , 

they aake the words of Torah clear108 like milk109 , and 

eliminate any doubt that could be in them . 

SI'l'TIJl3 BY A 1JRIHt!IN; POOL, for they sit and busy 

the111.Selves in the Torah like a peraon who sits by a 

brJ .. Jng pool, drawing water and watering (around t~m] . So 

aages apeak with wisdom and teach it in public110 . 

13 . ) HJs cheeks are JJJce a garden of •pJces, these are the 

cheeks of aages , which are like• garden of spJces , . full of 

varioua spices . Thus their cheeks are full of well r~••oned 

LJJc~ banks producing perfuaes, 

wh1cb grow various perfwaes in their aoutha, naaely well 

reaeoned co-entary/ t• , .. eJ Torah111 , and in praise of the 

Creator, all thia ia 1n BIS LIPS ARB LIKE C.U,l&S, tbeae are the 

lOSPaal .. 19 : 9, HJdrasb SbJr baShJrJm 

1071bid, 119:18 

10811terally 11white 11 

lOiShJr haShJrJa Rabbah 

llO#Jdra•h ShJr haShJrJ■ 

lllrargu.a 



l1p• of teacher&, as in : And thou shalt teach them 

d111gently unto thy ch1ldren and •peak of tbea112 . 

THEY at.IP 1'fDiING IWRRH, juet as the ecent of the •yrrh 

floats in every breeze around it, ao doe• the ecent of the 

eages float everywhere . 

Another interpretation of His cheeks ere like• garden 

of sp1ces . Anyone who places his cheeks J 1ke gardens, upon 

which everybody walka. the words of Torah are preserved 

through hia113 . 

Like ban.ks producing perfues. just as [when] a ... 

perfuae cabinet ia opened and it gives off auch acent , so 

for a wiee person, when he opens his aouth , well reasoned 

comaentar1es/ ta ' .. e1 torah should be heard . B1s 11ps ere 

l1ke 1111es, eoft l1ke the JJJJes. They drip flowing ayrrh, 

it is bitter to go over tbea114 . 

14 . ) BIS HANDS ARB RaJS OF GOLD, this ia the Torah , which was 

given by the band of God , as it 1• written: L1ghtn1ng 

fla•bed at tbea froa Bis r1gbt bancr 15 and it eaya : firJ:t ten 

w1th the f1nger of Gocr 16• 

112Deuteronoay 6 : 7 

113 •ruvJn 5,a 

11'11Jdra-1J SbJr ,beSh1r1• to verae &: 16 

ll&Deuteronoay 33 : 2 

116Bxodua 31 : 18 and Deuteronoay 9:10 
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S'l'ULU!DWI'11IBBRYL. In each word there are well reasoned 

co-entariea/ t•'-eJ 'l'orah •tudded wJth precioue etone• •uch 

a• the beryl , the onyx, and the J••per117 . Hananiah ben Ahi 

and Rabbi Yehudah would expound on each word and the 

detailed ainutiae of the Torah . Just as between e v ery t wo 

large waves [ in the eea) there are emal ler waves 118 , so 

eages expound aJdra•h and aggadah amidst halakha. 

BIS BELLY A TABr.!T OF ntllY. This is the explanation o f 

the Torah which comes out of the Torah, (which) 1• expounded 

froa the body [itself) . Thue, the Talaud coaes out ,pf the 

Torah ecroll, and 1• like• tablet ot 1vory , a piece of 

elephant ivory, which 1• attractive and etrong and the 

co-andaente are made c l ear through i t . 

JtRAffED ,am SvfflRBS, as in : Covered her face w1 th • 

ve1l, wrapped ber•elt up119 . Thus the Torah 1• covered with 

great w1edo■ and there 1• no end to praieing the wisdom of 

the Torah. co ... ntarie•/ 'l'a '-•1 'l'orah are co■pared to 

•~phJre•, eince they are valued in th• eyes of the 

righteoue, u it 1• aaid: She 1• aore precious than 

rub.te.120 and it eaya : 'l'he t1ne•t gold ot Oph1r cannot be 

117&zek1el 28 : 13, though th••• atone• are na■ed in 
Exodue , thi• paa•age worka aidruhically 

118Sb-1r haSb.tr.ta Rabbah, ll1drasb Sh.tr h•Sh1r1m, 
r. JeruabaJaJ: Sbeqal1• 1 : & 

119Gene•1• 38 : 14 

120Proverb• 3 : 1&, 
underatood to be Torah 

"ahe" refers to wiadom, 



weighed ,against 1t, nor precious onyx, nor •apphire121 . 

Another thought : Covered with sapphires, expeneive and cast 

with atone• of sapphire . 

15 . ) HIS U!GS ARE MARBLE PILLARS. All of the ·prophets eaw the 

shekb1na only in the •bade of the •un . The legs of a sage 

are aarble pillars, because he will have strength at 

judgement day because he has toiled in Torah. 

SEr IN fflJN/lU'I(MS Ol' P'INE OOLD, •ince the actions of the 

rigbteoue are based on by the Torah , which is a foundation 

of fine gold . 

A righteous person'• APf11!ARANC/VHAJB'STY IS LIKE LEBA!ai, as 

in : Bis branches shall spread out far , his beauty shall be 

l1ke the olive tree, his fragrance like that of the 

Lebanon122 . Stately as the cedars, as it is said : The 

righteous ehall flourish l.1ke the pal• tree; they shall 

grow like• cedar in Lebanon129 . 

16 . ) BIS JaJTH IS SNfEI'. The aouth of a •age brings forth 

co11U1entarie_J1/ta'a.mei Torah which are sweeter than honey, the 

dr1pp1ng• of the coab12'. 

121.Job 28 : 16 

122Boaea 1,:1 

129Paal- 92:13 

12'1bid, 19:11 
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IT/ HB IS CCN'L!'7Z'LY QlLIGllfflUL, ■ince the Torah guides 

huaanity to be co•pletely delJghtful. 

IT/ Bl! IS a:JIIFL!7ZtY aILJGB'1'l!UL, th1• 1• the COJDJDentary of 

the Torah , as in : Then He saw and gauged Jt, He aeasured Jt 

and probed 1t125 . Then Be saw is the Bible . Gauged 1t -

the Tar{1UJl2. Neasured - t hese are the co111J11entaries . And 

probed - this is the vocalization . 

THIS IS IU BBLCNBD, AND nas IS IU PRIBND, 0 NilDINS OF 

J1!RDSALBII! A people who has an awesoae God, and a Torah like 

this, can . anyone change him? ThJs 1s •Y beloved and th1s ls 

•Y frJend. There is no people nor tongue like him., as 1t is 

said : He has not dealt so with any other natJon126 . 

125.Job 28 : 27 

126Peal- 1,7 : 20 
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Chapter 6 

1,) "ftlHERE HAS KltlR ~ tXWE, 0 FAIREST OF~" The nations 

of the world ask Israel, eince your God is so exalted and 

your Torah 1• so magnificent , wby did He leave you under the 

power of the nations? Where is He , God •upre111e and Lord 

•upre•e1 , who fills the upper and lower apaces of the 

world?, as it is said : The heavens to the upperaost reaches 

belong to the Lord your God, the earth and all that 1s on 

Jt/2 and "now He has left you this entire time" . 

Ll!'J' C1S SDf( BIN Niffl YrXr , for 1 f He wi 11 redeem you , we 

too will make offerings worshipping Him as you do, •• it is 

eaid : Then I will •a.Ice the people~ pure of •peech , •o that 

tbey wJll all Jnvolce the Lord by naae4 . And it aays : 

Whoever would hara you •hall fall i,.ceuse of you5 and: Let 

us go wJth you, for we have heard that God J• wJth you6 . 

2 . ) "NY ELOVBZ> BAS CUE 1XNI ro BIS GARLIIN' the Coamuni ty of 

I•r•• l repl 1e•, God has co•• down to His garden means He 

1Deuteronomy 10 : 17 

2Deuteronomy 10: 14, 
haShJr.1• 

quoted in #Jdra-12 ShJr 

3cont1nuing •• the voice of the nation• 

4 zephaniah 3 : 9 

61aaiah 64 : 15 

6zechariah 8:23 

■ 
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intends to come down to His world and see the affliction of 

Bi• people, for all that God intends to do 1• ae if He had 

done it already , as in : These are the promises - I will keep 

These promises were destined to be 

fulfilled , thus Ny beloved has come down , means He will come 

do11m to B1• garden, which is Israel , since they are called a 

garden locked. 

TO 'l'HE Bl!DS OF SPICES, when He aeea their pleasing 

actions . And so it says : So the Lord or Hosts will descend 

to aaJce ~ar against the aount and hill of Zion
8

. 

'1'0 SIIEPHl1RD DI mE GIRll!NS to cause Bis •hehJna to dwell 

among them . TO GtmPR cu.us. He will gather Bis righteous9 

to Ris boly city, 3eruaalem and you will be gathered to be 

one after the people of Iarael. 

s . ) I Ml ltY BBUNED'S. Th••• are the righteous who hold 

theaaelvea taat to the Unity of the •hehina, •• it is aaid : 

fih1le you wbo held fa•t to the Lord yo~ God are alive 

today10 . Despite all the troubles and the evil that have 

coae upon ae, I am •Y Beloved'•• I will not forget nor 

abandon Him, •• it 1• aaid: l'or I .. Jn the •idst of 

7 Iaaiah 
perfect 

,2: 16, with the uae of tbe prophetic 

8 1aaiah 31 :4, also quoted in #Jdra•b Zuta 

9ct. Nidraah SbJr baShJrJa 

100.uteronoay 4:4 
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IsraeJ11 and it •ays: Be •Y peopJe, and I wJll be your 

Gotr 2 • 

BE SHEPHERDS ANJIG THE C.U.TRS, from old He is our shepherd , 

as it 1• aaid: GJve ear, 0 Shepherd of Israe1
13

, and so He 

will shepherd us, as it is said: I •yself w111 shepherd my 

flock14 . Among the 1Jl1es is Iarael who are as delicate as 

lilies, as attractive•• lJlJes. 

4 . ) YOO ARE IJBAUrUUI,, , ltY DARLING, AS T IRrAH. We have no t 

learned of the fame of TJrzah anywhere in the Bible, s o 

Israel is likened to TJrzah only for exposition. The Holy 

One said : "As you appeared being perfect before Me, when you 

went up from Egypt on foot I •ent an angel before you and I 

drove out the CanaanJtes, the AaorJtes, the BJttJtes, the 

PerJzzJtes, the BJvJtes, and the Jebu•Jte•n15 and it says : 

And the Lord •ent out a plague agaJnst tbem16 . 

11Joel 2 : 27 

12cf. Jeremiah 24 :7, Toviah ben Eliezer 1• reading 
thi• verse in the second pereon, es part of a 
conversation 

13Paal- 80:2 

14azekiel 34:1& 

15&xodu• 33:2 

160.uteronoay 7 : 20 
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5. ) TURN HXIR EYES »MY FRQI HE. After the Community of Israel 

recounts God's praise before the nations , Scripture returns 

to epeak about the praise of the Co11JDuni ty of Israel: " YOU 

ARE BEAUI'DVL, HY IJARI,IN;, TURN >a.R B'YBS ANIY FRQI NE' • The Ho 1 y 

One said, "If it is your desire to understana Me, concerning 

what I have promised you f or the future , I intend to do it 

for you . Turn your eyes over to the f i rst concerns, the 

favors which I did for you , and guide yourselves by them, 

and know that which is yet to be , for you overwhelm me." 17 

Prom these you learn of the aany favors which are yet to be . 

This ie comparable to a king who inv ited guests and 

embroidered al l kinds of festive dishes on the tablecloth. 

When the guests saw them they were reassured. Thus, God 

atarted by exhibiting a model of the future to come, and 

ahowed it to the righteous . God aaid : I [brJng) death and 

gJve JJfe18 . He bad done this already through Blijah , 

El isha , and Ezekiel . It 1• •aid: KJngs .J>all tend your 

cbJldren •• • they •hall bow to you, face to the groun~
9

. 

'fh i s J{e has already done through Nebuchadnezzar , as 1 t is 

aaid : [Then the KJng Nebuchadnezzar} fell on bJ• face and 

paJd hoaage to D4anJeJ20 , then the kJng elevated DanJeJ and 

17SbJr baSbJrJa Rabbah 

18Deuteronomy 32 : 39 

19Isa1ah 49:23 

20Daniel 2:46 
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gave h1• aany great g1fts and aade h1• governor of the whole 

provJnce of Babylon and the chief prefect of all the wise 

aen of Babylon21 • It 1• •aid : When you pass through water, 

I wJJJ be with you22 • and He already split the Sea23 and cut 

off the waters of the Jordan in front of Israe1 2• . It is 

said: ftben you walk through fJre you will not be scorcheil-5 

and this has already been done by Hananiah, Miehael, and 

Azariah26 . Thus , '1JIEY OVBllMEIJ!I NE, these are the matters 

[where) I have seen Kim. -They overwhelm ae27 , they cause my 
. 

hea.rt to delight because of your promise. 

Another interpretation of: Turn your ey•s away from me, 

as an expression of yearning , like a ■an who has a greatly 

beloved wife. As long•• he is favorably dj~posed toward 

her, he is likely to be filled with eo■paasion for her , and 

anything that ehe requests, he grants her out of hi• great 

love for her. So when the Roly One ••Y• to the co111111unity of 

Ierael, 2'urn your eyes away fro• ae, [He 1• ••Ying: ) Bear 

211bid, 2:,8 

221aa.kh ,3 : 2, The author has eubetituted 'i• tor 
kJ . 

23Bxodua 1, : 26ff. and Nehe1tiah 9 : 11 

2'.1oahua 3:13ff. 

25Iniah 43:2 

26Daniel 3:19ff, the preceding ■idraabi■ are also 
in #Jdrash Shir baShirJ• 

21read1ng bJrbJvuni •• i■v, ■p. 
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the yoke of the exile and do not extend the end, for there 

1s a tJme for everythJng2
8

. 

For they overwhelm ae, I am filled with great 

compassion for you, but, ■ince the decision has already been 

reached until the end of time, do not extend the end . 

Another interpretation of Turn your eyes away to me, 

written with a aem instead of the la.ed, similar to upon the 

flock of Laban29 , for wJ th the flock of Laban30 ; S!!1 the 

Jcidneys31 , for wi th the kidneys; and likewise from 

Lebanon3Q , for _tQ Lebanon, as if to say: Turn your eyes to 

ae, and return in repentance, for they overwhelll ••• for if 

you will return in repentance I will raise •Y banner with 

you. 

YCXJR BAIR IS LIKE A FLOCK OF OOUS, the hair which you have 

■ustained to every wind like passing chaff , like goats which 

are -scattered since it is the way of goats to be ecattered 

in following their pasture on the aountains , thus we have 

been scattered aaong the nations l1ke th• ga.ts strt1a11J.ing 
. 

down ~ro• Gilead, since you were ••nt out from the land of 

28£cclesiastes 8:6 

29Genesis 30:40 

30This aame ■idrash appear• in Hidrash Leqab Tov 
~o Shir baShir1• 4:8. 

31Leviticus 3 : 4 

32song of Songs 4 : 8 
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Gilead. 

Gilead . 

Jerusalem is called Gilead on account of ( this] 

Another interpretation of Streaming down from Gilead: 

God intends to cause Israel to inherit the land of Gilead as 

at first , as it is said : Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is 

mine . Ephraim my chief standard, Judah my scepter33 . 

6 . ) YOUR TEE'1H ARE LIKE A FLOCK OF DIES, whereas above it says 

like a "flock of shorn ones',34 , here, the explanat ion of 

"shorn ones", that is that they are ewes , since ewes gat her 

on their pasture. 

the places of study. 

35 So the teachers gather themselves at 

CLIMBING UP FRa.1 THE WASHING POOL. Since they credit H.i s 

illiterate ones with the right matter , and wash away the 

s ins of Israel . 

ALL OF THD1 ARE PAIRED, sitt ing in pairs and busying 

themselves in Torah. 

AND NY!' ONE LOSES HER YOUNG, [none are ) perpetrators of 

transgression. 

7 .) YOUR T1!HPLES ARE LIKE A SFCI'ION OF Fa!EGRANA'FE, their words are 

ordered as the order of the seeds of ~he pomegranate , even 

33Psalms 60 : 9 and 108 : 9 

34song of Songs 4 : 2 

35the pun here is shinJm, teeth or teachers 



> 

155 

the ignorant36 that are among them are full of commandments 

like a poaegranate37 . 

PRDI BBHIND YtX1R VEIL, with the coming of the enemies t he 

chastisements have increased , as it is aaid : Your terrors 

destroy ae38 . But , God grants them a plentifu l rewar d. 

8.) THERE ARE SIXTY (PEENS, they are the nations which hav e 

•overe1gnty. The exp_resaion there are •Jxty implies t hat 

they are the descendants of Eeau39 and the princes of Esau 

and all of Esau ' s descendants who have descended from 

Milcah40 and ftebecca. 

BIGIITY CD#CfJBINES. These are the children of Sagar and 

Qeturah41 , which are in ecores42 , all of which are eighty 

aia1lar to the prev ious three [which are aixty] 43 . 
L 

Three 

tb:1ngs are beyond ae, four 1 cannot fatbo111'', and this is 

the fourth . 

\ 

36Uterally "empty" 

37NJdrash SbJr haSh1r 1m 

38Paalas 88 : 1'1 

39T.rgua 

• 0aenesi .. 22: 20 

' 1aen••1• 25:1, I Chronicle• 1 : 33 

' 2that 1a, in units of twenty 

13literally 3 

''Proverbs 30 : 18 



> 

156 

HAIIBNS ftlI'tB:XJT MMBER, these are the rest of the 

nations45 . 

9.) SHE IS '11IE CMLY aiE, the Community of Israel . HY FAIJL'I'LESS 

aiE, the children of Jacob , • faultle•s aan46 . The 

explanation of concubJnes is that until now they do not have 

queens. These are nations such as the Arabs , and the 

~u.aans47 , the Pechenege. 

Another thought: Everything is eighty'
8

• But , the 

languages )fere divided into 70 at first, and later the 

languages becaae aixed and their number increased, thus they 

became 80 like Celtic which is a Frankish (European 

Christian) language , a Canaanite language, an independent 

11lnguage. llaJ.dens wJtbout nu.ber, theee are the clans and 

the languages which are divided into 70 nations. God did 

not choose any nation or tongue but I•rael, the off•pring of 

Abraham, Ieaac and Jacob . 

A aidraeb : 

books [of the Bible) and the 36 [Talmudi·c) tractates. 

,s,..,.gua 
46Gene•1• 25:27 

' 7Th••• latter two were rival Turkic people• in 
Byzantiua during the lat• 11th ·century. 

· ' 8Th1s eerie• of aJdr..iaJa uees the nuaerical 
value of the firet letter of the word• · 

49song of Song• 6:8 
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Still, there are twenty tractates for which there is no 

Talaud, aaking a total of 80 . NaJdens wJthout nwaber50 , 

these are the aJdrashot, the To••phtot, and the bara.1tot and 

all of these are based on the Torah of Moses , the aan of 

God, as it is eaid: She is the only one, •Y dove . Ny dove 

is .my faultless one and it aays : You wJll have one 'J'orah51 

and .1t says : Be aJndtul of the Torah of Hy servant Noses52
. 

SHE IS DIE CWLY CME OF BER IDIHER, for Iarael has not 

exchanged it for another Law. 

SHE I~ DIE (X)!CE OF '1HE ONE NIO JKEE' 3 HER. Anyone who 

expounds a verse from his companion as if he had received it 

at Mount Sinai . 

HAiaiNS JMmi HER AND CAU. BBR BAJIEl'f, all of the na t 1 ons 

acknowledge that the Torah of Moaea was given at Mount Sinai 

from the aouth of God and it aaye : Happy are those who•e way 

J• blaaeless, who follow the teacb1ng of the Lore/''. 

QUl!'l!NS AND c:a.tt1BIN&'S PRAISB BBR. All the nations praise 

the Torah of Moaea, the aan of God. 

Another interpretation of: Sbe J• lty only one, •Y dove 

thi• i• the co-unity of Iarael, the only one of ber .mother, 

&Oibid 

51Nuabers 16 : 29 

52NalaChi 3 : 22 

· 53Tbe Greenup text baa a••• in place of the laaed 
1n l'yoJabd•ta 

5
'P••l- 119 : 1 
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aa it 1• aaid: And who Js lJke your people I•r•eJ, • unique 

nat.1on on eartb?55 . For• nation which He cboae, for they 

are• nation, as it 1• aaid: "You •hall be to ae a kJngdom 

of pr1ests and a holy natJon•~6 • She is the choJce of the 

one who conceived her, as in : I have begotten you this 

day61 , Israel My first born •on58 and it says: Bphraim is a 

dear son to ae59 #aJdens watch her . When Israel is 

gathered from [among] the nations , the nations will watch 

and be ashamed. AND ACCLA1N IIER, as it is said : All the 

nations wJJJ •hall accl•J• you happy, f~r you shall be the 

aost desired of Jands60 • Queens and concubines, these are 

the nations of the world who have queens , and those who do 

not have61 queens. Let the• praise her, as it is said : 

Then t ~ey shall say aaong the nat.Jons, "The Lord bas done 

great things for the•! ,,62 . An aggadJc H1drash : There are 

sJ,cty queen• and e.Jghty concub.1nes, and twenty-four books 

and a thirteen fold covenant Which was made over 

5511 Saauel 7 : 23 

56Exodus 19:6 

57Pnlms 2 : 7 

68
&xodua 4:22 

59.1eremiah 31 : 19' ,- 31 : 20 in .1PS 

60Nalachi 3:12 

61there 1• • typographical error, rendering a waw 
•• a yod . 

62Paalae 126:2 

• • 
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circumcision, and circumcision 1tselt63 and declaring the 

Unity of God . The Peh [ 80] of phJ. l•gsh1• [concubines) , 

corresponds to the initial letters of the orders of the 

MJ.shnah. Melli [40 J-aeJ.' ·eJ.mataJ.64 , yod [ 10] -yetsJ.ut65 , het 

( 8) -hameJsh esreih66 , aleph [ 1) -arba' avot67 , kaf [ 20] -kal 

baz'vahJ.m
68

, aleph [1]-avot hateme.J.'ot69 , which correspond 

to the six orders of the HJ.shnah . In addition to this , the 

mJ.shnah begins with a mem, •e1 ' eJ.mataJ.70 and closes with a 

111e111 , be' shalo11? 1 . And •aJ.d,ms without nUJDber , these are 

Siphra , SiphreJ. and Tosephta and all 111J.drash . She is the 

only one, My dove. This is the Torah , since everything 

depends on• it. 

10 .) ftl1I:) IS SHE 7JIAT SHINES LIKE THE DAH12 ? .Just as everyone 

waits for the dawn , so all Israel waits for the King 

63 
NedarJ.111 3 : 11 

64
zeraJ.m, Beruhot 1 : 1 

65
Noed , Shabbat 1 : 1 

66
NashJ.111, Yevu,ot 1 : 1 

61
NezJkJn , Baba KUUllll 1 : 1 

68
Kedosh1a , Ze~ahJm 1 :1 

69
Toharot , KeJ.lJ.111 1 : 1 

70
Berakhot l : l 

11
Uqt•.1n 3 : 12 

72
The text bas k 'levanon in place of k ' l ·evanah 
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Messiah. And just as the dawn comes after the- darkness , so 

for Israel's deliverance, which coaes after the troubles o f 

exile, and ao it aays : For the leader, on ayel leth ha­

shahar13 . This is Israel ' s redemption . 

BBAU'l'IPUL AS THE H'XM, CB:JICB AS THE SUN. Just as t h e .moon 

and the sun come to the world for all to see, so the Kingdom 

of the House of David will be revealed, it will come to the 

world for all to see . WB) IS SHE fflAT SHINES LIKE THE IJAJ,I{? 

This is Israel ' s deliverance , when God exacts punishment 

from their ene mies it is like the shinJng of the dawn as you 

find with Pharoah, as it is said : At the .morning watch the 

Lord looked down upon the Egyptian •r•i'' . Be mentions here 

the dawn , the aoon and the sun to teach you that jus t as 

their luminescence is not equal , so the righteous a r e not 

75 equally fit for the world to come , but each one o f them 

will receive a reward according tonis actions . 

FEARSalB AS THE BANNBRBD JDSTS, teaching that t he fear of 

Israel -will be over every nation and language, as the day 
I 

when they were walking en aasse, when they ~ent out from 

Egypt, as i n: The people hear, they treabJe76 . 

73Peal■s 22 : 1 

74&xodu• 14 : 24 , Greenup has noted the ineertion of 
yJ•rael in place of aJtzraJ• 

75NJdra•h Zuta contains t he exposition of this 
eection of the ver•e 

~ 76&xodue 15 : 14 
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In reference to the past , the cloud.a of Glo,rv 

surrounded Israel . 

In reference to the future , the Lord w1ll create over 

the whole shr1ne and meet1ng place of Mount Z1on a cloud77 

and it is written : wh1ch •hall •erve as a pav111on for shade 

fro• heat by day and as a •helter for protection against 

drenching rain78 . 

In the past, Israel had a we1179 while for the future . 

it i• written : For Be who loves them' w.111 guide them, He 

w1ll guide them to •prings of water80 . In the past , the 

aanna caae down for Israel , while for the future : You w.111 

spread a table for ae 1n full view of •Y enemies81 ~ 

Therefore it ia said: Fearsome a• the bannered hosts . 

Fear•o•e as the bannered hosts, the fear of Israel will be 

over the nations as the banners of Israel, as it ia said : 

Kings •hall tend your children, their queens •ball serve you 

as nur•e• . They •hall bow to you , face to the grountf2 , and 

77Iaaiah ,:5 

78ibid, ,:6 

79Poaeibly Nuaber• 21:16 

801aaiah ,9 : 10 

81Paal .. 23:6 

82Iaaiah 49:23 
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it ■ays: For ~be nation or kingdom that does not •erve you 

•hall perish83
. 

11.) I HENT ~ ro 77lE HALNUT CH)\,$. Just as such a grove, if 

trimmed it grows again, so for I■rael, if trimmed by the 

kingdoas, they come back and grew anew84 . 

Just as a walnut , even when aoaked in auddy water, if 

■oaeone were to wash it, can be cleansed, ao are Israel 

destined to be washed and cleansed, as it is said : I w111 

sprinkle clean water on you and you shall be cJean
85

• 

Just as when a walnut 1• beaten it uncovers its roots 

and thrives, so with Israel when they are beaten , they 

confess their transgressions and they thrive, as it is said : 

Let us •earch and exaJll1ne our ways and turn back to the 

Lora86 , But he who covers up his faults w1ll not succeei/31 . 

Just as a walnut 1• co■po■ed of four compartments, so 

Ierael has been divided to the four corners of the world and 

when one co■partaent is removed, tho•e near it are effected, 

83ibid , 60:12 

8'sbJr baSbJrJ• Rabbah, which has "walnut" in 
place of •grove", also 1nc1.uded in Pes'/k ~ll R4bb.,~ i 11 : 2 

86&zek1el 36: 25 

86t.uientat1on• 3 : ,o 

87Proverb• 28 : 13 
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ao ti1hen one aran sins, You ,,,Jll ~ wrathful with th1t entire 

88 co .. unity • 

Just as a walnut comes in three varieties, soft­

shelled , in between and tough to crack, so among Israel are 

those who readily give to tsedalcah , and there are those who 

need the community repreaentative89 to demand it from them 

and there the tough ones who have no desire to give tsedakah 

to the poor90 . 

TO SEE THE BlJDD1N] OF 7JIE VALE:. Every year , dur i ng the 

month of Av1v91 , the Holy One goes around the world to see 

if there is a r i ghteous person 1n the world on account of 

whose merit He can redeem Israel. 

TO SEE IF THE VIN.BS BAD BLOSSCIIED, if they have a1tzvot. It 

1ts blossoms have opened, [if] a generation which ia blind 

in the exile has opened its eyes to the aitzvot. 

II' THE ~ WIRE Di BUXl,t, if they have increased 

the poaegranat••• that ia their .. rit•, for redemption is 

delayed only by transgreesiona , •• it 1• said : No, the 

Lord's •r• 1s not too •hort to ••v•, nor BJ• ear too dull to 

hear9 2 , but your transgressions have be1tn • barrier between 

88Hu.mbers 16 : 22 

89literally " gabbaJ" 

IOSb1r haSb1rJ• Rabblah 

911n the apring 

92Iaaiah 69:1 



you and your Goc/3 . Why during the month of Av1v? For t?ey 

are sure that during the aonth of Av1v they will be 

redeemed, •• . it is said : In the first [month] for Zion , 

behold , here they are9 ' . 

12 . ) BEl!'alE I NIS AHARE, 1W saJL PLACED IE, to teach that no 

creature ,rill feel anything when the Roly one will try to 

redeem Israel, as it is said : [The Lord) wlll coae suddenly 

to Hls Teaple95 and it says : Before she labors, she w111 be 

dellvered; before her pangs coae, she wlll bear a son96 

this is the King Messiah .. 

placed me. 

My soul placed me , my prayer 

NID 'DIE CHARICfl'S OF Al«I-NADIV, to be ascending to 

Jerusalem in chariots , as 1n : Out of all of the natlons , 

they shall bring all your brothers ror an offering to the 

Lord, on horses , on chariots .. . to Ny holy aountaJn 

Jerusalea97 . A.aa1-nad1v, as in : The nobles of the peoples 

are gathered together , the peoples of the God of Abrahaa98 . 

Abraham our patriarch is called a noble, as it is said: How 

93 ibid, 59 : 2 

94ibid, ,1:2 

95Muachi 3 : 1 

96 Iaaiah 66 : 7 

97 ib1d, 66 : 20 

98Paal- 47 : 10 
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lovely are your feet Jn sandals , o daughter of nobles
99

, and 

Israel is called noble according to their naae, as it is 

aaid : The nobles of the peoples are gathered together, the 

peoples of the God of Abraha..m100 , therefore they were called 

here AlluD1-nad1v, and it says : I wJl l heal the1r affliction, 

nobly will I take them back 1n love; for .ay anger has turned 

away from t hem101 . 

99song of Songs 7 : 2, cited in SuJcJcah ,9b . 

lOOPaalaa ,1 : 10 

lOlHo■ea 1, : 5 
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Chapter 7 

1 . ) RE'l'CJRN, RETURN, 0 HAID OF SHULJ!M. Why [1• return said] 

four ti&es? It corresponds to the four kingdoJD.s, because 

the nations of the world1 ••Y to Ierael 2 : "Since [God) has 

reproved and forgotten you , [it is] as if [they were 

say ing) , j oin us and be like us, o HAID OF SHULl!M, since you 

have already been consW111ated and are finiehed , as in : The 

land of your enemJes •hall consume you3 . 11 

"REIVRN, REIVRN, fflAT fl£ IMY ux:r< UPON l'IXJR FACE, we will 

proaote you commander• and general•' - in: You shall be 
• 6 

•een from 1U1ong the people as capable ■en " But Isr a el 

answers them: "WHY NILL :t'OC1 GAZ!' AT fflB lfAID OF SBUUJN? What can 

you bestow on us?6 
AS IN DIE DA/CE OF nm 7N:> CAMPS. can you 

aake us7 , as when we were four camps in the wilderness, 

traveling by banners , on• •Jgn from the Lord the Israel i tes 

broke camp, and on a •Jgn fro■ the Lord the IsraelJtes aade 

Or , as the dance of Miriam when they struck [th e 

1ShJr haShJrJ• Rabbah, HJdrash ShJr baShJrJ• 
2Th1s exhortation continues into the next paragraph 

3Leviticue 26 : 38 

'sh1r baShJrJ■ Rabbah 

5£.xodue 18 : 21 

6 2'argu.a 

.1 ShJr baSbJrJa Rabbab 
8 #Jdraah !"anhu.aa, Huabera 9 : 18 
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Bgyptians] at the sea9 or as the dance of David when he 

returned from the slaughter of the Philistines10? Return, 

.return o Ha1d of Shulem. Return, return that flte aay look 

upon you . This is Israel's assurance that they will be 

gathered from the four corners of the world . And thus she 

asks the prophets : "What do you see regard1ng fulf111111ent ? 

What favors will you bestow upon Israel?" They answer : As 

the dance of the two cUJps, as it is said : Go forth to the 

rhythm of the dancers11 and it says: Then shall aaJdens 

dance ga11y1 2 . And why is she called HaJd of Shulem? On 

account of what is said : I ,i,111 send peace to her JJJce a 

rJver13 . 

2 . ) HCM LOVBLY ARE KXJR IOO'l'S7»s IN .5.VDllLS, 0 DA03ll1ffR OF ICJBLES. 

In the past Israel would -cend on pilg:riaage three tiaes a 

year, at Passover, Shavuot, and Sultkot1'. This aatter was 

ao loved by God that although "Lord11 1• never written out 

[explicitly) in any of the [other] co-andJDents, here it is 

9&xodus 15 : 20-21 

101 saauel 17 : 67 

11Jeremiah 31 : 3 , 31 : 4 1n JPS 

12Jereaiah 31 : 12 , 31 : 13 in JPS 

131aaiah 66:12 

i•read.ing pa•■•'Uch u your ti.lies, SuJdcllh ,9b 
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written before the Lord Gocr5 because Israel would come to 

worship Him in Hi• Temple. 

And thus for the future to come it ie written : New aoon 

after new aoon, and Sabbath after Sabbath all flesh shall 

come to worship Ne16 and then the footsteps of Israel will 

be beautiful Jn •andals as in: It will be broken into seven 

wadis so that Jt can be trodden dry-shocr1 • 

Abba Nari, of blessed aemory, expounded bow lovely are 

your footeteps as referring to a bell , as if to say Israel 

is attractive when tbey sound their voices like belle when 

they study Totah and in prayer. 

And about Samson it says : ... to aove him in the . 
encUJpaent of Dan18 , because it was the epirit of holiness 

that had stirred him. lihen closed up, when they close 

themselves up in places of study and sit and busy theaselves 

in Torah . lihen closed up, when they seal themselves off 

from every prohibition,•• in: A garden cJoaed is ay own, •Y 

15&xodua 23:17, where the co-and appears to aake 
pilgri&age - part of observing the three featival• 

16Iaa1ah 66:23 

17ib1d, 11 : 15 . 
18.Judgea 13:25 
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brJde19 . o daughter of nobles, the daughter of Abraham our . 

patriarch, who ia called a nobJe20 . 

YOCIR Rt:XJNIED fflIG/S, these are the words of Torah which 

require aodesty like the thighs of a woman, which are 

covered21 . Your rounded thighs , the roundness of the thighs 

are like ornaments displayed together Uke : an ornament of 

goJc/- 2 . These are the well reasoned commentaries which 

derive from the Torah like the ornaaents of the thighs . 

THE fiCR( OF A IMS'I'BR'S BAND. The words of Torah are the 

work of the Holy One ' s craftaanship23 , as it is aaid : From 

Bi• right band was• tJery law tor them
24

• 
.. 

3.) Yotll NAVEL IS LIKE A FULL ICDI/A Ra1ND GOBLET. This is the 

Temple since it is in the center of the land of Israel . Why 

is it compared to a navel? Just •• - the navel is the life­

aource of an eabryo , ao 1• the Teaple the life-aource of the 

land of Iarael , to walk before God in the land of the 

living26 . A round goblet/ a tuJJ aoon, a circle, a shield, 

19song of Songs , : 12 

20Paalas ,1 : 10, this passage 1• aleo in SUJckah 49b 
and SbJr baSbJrJ• Rabbah 

21 Sukkab 49b 

22Proverbs 25 : 12 

23sukltah ,9a 

2 '1>euteronomy 33:2 

25ct. Peal- &6:1, 
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with a bet26 , implying the roundness of the earth . Rounded 

- the aoan27 . 

Another interpretation of hassahar is the market, tor 

it is a place in every inhabited land, it connotes 

roundness. 

LE'l' NIXED WINE 101' BE LAQCIJK;, let Israel never be lacking 

like this, as when they became [a) mixed [multitude) during 

their departure from Egypt. 

Yotfi Bl!LLY LIKE A HEAP OF NiEAT, these are Israel, for 

[although) every other nation has many kinds of people , 

Israel bas just one kind . Just as wheat [grows) above all 

[other) produce, so 1• Israel above all the nations, as it 

is said: Be wjll •et you high •bove •11 the n•tJons
28

. 

HBUiRD AIJal'r liiffl LU,Ut:S, these are the righteous who 

carry the trailing ones of Israel. 

Another interpretation of hedged about w1th l111es, 

they are like a hedge of JJJJ•• which have no breach
29

. 

JCnow that if a husband 1• alone with his ■enatruant wife, he 

is not a sinner . 

26The text bu bet.g.1.aeJ.nun in place of alepb.gbleJ.nun 

21 rargwa 

280.uteronomy 26 : 19 , the text has goyyeJ b• ' •retz 
instead of ba-goy1c 

29N1drash Tehilia 
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, • ) YaJR BREAS'rs ARE LIKE Kl FA»IS, these are the King Messiah 

and the righteous priest, eince they love each other. Just 

as the twJns of• gazeJJe30 , each aucking at his own nipple, 

so one will receive the kingship and other will receive the 

priesthood . 

5 . ) YaJR Nl!X:::K IS LIKE A 2tJ€R OF n.tffl', this is the Temple , 

eince it stood out like a neck. Like • tower of ivory, 

there was one [tower of} ivory in the ■teppes of Moab which 

faced the Temple and anyone who aacended it would look out 

and eee the entire land of I■rae131 • 
~ . 

YaJR BYES LIKE POOLS IN HIJSHIQ{, for just as a pool [of 

water} purifies a person, so do the eyes of the coamunity 

purify Israel when they are seen involved in heshbon 

[nefesh] , eince they ponder about the lo■s of a aitzvah as 

opposed to its reward, and consider the Day of .Judgeaent32 • 

BY 2'HE GAm OF BA7JI-RABBIH, What 1• Bath-Rabbis? The 

forest of Lebanon where Ierael bad been gathered and lodged. 

30song of Song• • =6 

31po•a1bly a reference to Nuabers 23:9, a place from 
which Bal•- looks out over the land of Ierael. 

32
Avot 2 : 1 

> 
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It describes the untillable cuts in the valley
33

, while [in 

the Bible) there is bath- 1 ur3
' and bath-ha-nashJm

35
. 

YCXIR NJSB LIKE DIE 2tJoE.:R OF LEBANON, this is Elijah, since 

just as the nose is becoming to the face, ao is Elijah 

becoming to Israel when he announces the coming of the King 

Messiah, and through him the glory of Lebanon36 that faces 

toward Damascus will be exalted , for God eaid to this 

prophet : Go b•ck by the way you came, on to the w1lderness 

of D .. ascus31 . 

Abba Mari of blessed aem.ory expounded your neck like a 

toii,er of Jvory; these are the prominent ones in Israel . 

Your eyes, these are the sages . Pools of Heshbon, those who 

' · think to do the will of their Creator. Bertt1khot has the 

eame root as aaking a blessing
38

• By thtt gate of Bath-

RabbJa, by the aynagogues and houses of ■tudy. Your nose 

lJke the tower of Le!Manon, theae are the ordinary people of 

Israel, who in the future will be like King David, who aade 

33There is no tet in batvatah, eee .Jastrow p. 
200. 

3 'P•al•• 17: 8, "the apple of •your eye", the text 
read• bat ha-Jr, "a woaan of tbe city .. 

35Daniel 11:17, "one of the woaenn 

36t.ebanon, under•tood to be the Teaple. 

31 
I Xinga 19 : 15 

3811terally "th• bl•••ing over wine" 
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the Temple39 great •• it 1• eaid: The feeble_st ..,ong them .. 
9hall be 1n that day lJke Dav1'1'0 . That faces toward 

Daaa•cus when the prophet coaee, as it is eaid : Get up, go 

back to the way you caae, on to the wilderness of Daaascus' 1 

and this was [spoken to) Elijah. 

6.) Yotfi HEAD UPCW YOU LIKE CARIEL, this teaches that Israel is 

destined to have the spirit of holiness dwell upon them just 

•• it dwelt upon Elijah at #ount Carael, when God answered 

him at #ount Cariael . Thus, Israel will petition from God 

and they w11r be answered, as it i• eaid: Before they call , 

' I will anBM!r'2 • 

THE LCX:KS c, m1R HEAD ARE LIKE IUlPIE. When will Israel 

lift it• bead like the tendril• of a vine? When Ierael I s 

visions wil l be fulfilled, as it i• eaid in Daniel: He shall 
"" 

be robed in purple'3 for it 1• eaid: Happy 1• the one who 

waJt• and reaches one thou•and three hundred and th1rty-f1ve 

391iterally "Lebanon" 

' 0zechariah 12:B 

' 1 1 !tings 19:1& 

' 21aaiah 6& : 2, 

' 3Daniel &:7 
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day•'' then the holy ones of the Hoet High will receive the 
. ,s 

k1ngdoa , and will po••••• the k1ngdo• forever 

A XIN3 HELD QIPT1l,$ IN DIE TRESSES/ GU'JTERS • By the aerit of 

.Jacob our patriarc h who peeled twigs and put them in the 

gutters, the water troughs'6 , who was the father of Joseph 

who went out froa prJeon47 to rule and eo it ••y• : Nay the 

name of Jacob's God keep you safe48 . 

Another interpretation of : Your head upon you JJke 

CaraeJ, •• in : Your eons and daughters •hall prophesy'9 and . 
even the young one• amongst Israel will be like Elijah when 

he was answered at #ount Carael . The locks of your head, 

the n•edy and the poor aaongst Israel will be dresaed in 

purple, ae the garaent of kings, and thus it eays : Kings 

abaJJ tend your cbJJdren50
, you ahaJJ enjoy the wealth of 

nat.1011• and revel Jn their r.1cbes51
• A king held captive Jn 

r 
the tre••e•/ gutt•r• , thia king is the Holy One , and His 

oath to .Jacob , who had eet up the twigs/ rod• in the gutters, 

,. 
ibid, 12:12, 12 : 11 in .JPS 

' 6Daniel 7 : 18 

'
6 rargua, Gene•1• 3O: 37ff . 

• 7 f"argua, literally the "house of the captive•" 

48Pealaa 20:2 

' 9 .Joel 3:1 

601aaiah ,e:23 

61Iea1ah 61:5 
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is hinged on faith , as it ia said: You will keep faith w1th 

Jacob, loyalty with Abraham, as you promised on oath to our 

patriarchs 1n days of oltr2 . 

7 • ) BCM FAIR YIX1 ARE, ID/ PLEASANr! Fair with commandmen ts63 

and pleasant in accepting chastiaements5 ' . 

0 LOVE, WITH ALL ns PU:ASURES! The Jove with which Israel 

loves their Creator. God intends to invigorate them with 

delights , as it ia said : Then shall you delight in the Lord . 

I will aa.Jce you to ride the high places of the earth and let 
~ 

55 you enjoy the heritage of your father Jacob and it says : 

Delight in the abundance of peace56 . 

8.) YOUR STAm.Y PUf,J IS LIKE ffl!' PALM, this is Israel, who 

direc-t their hearts to their Father in the heavens like a 

palm. 

Your breasts, these are the aagea who teaeh Torah to 

Israel, who nurture Israel with wiadoa, juat ~• the breasts 

nurae a baby with ailk, and are called clusters, as in : 

62Micah 7 : 20 

53shir haSbirim Rabbah 

54cf . rargua 

55Iaaiah 68:14 

66Paal- 37 : 11 
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There J• not• cluster tor teedJng, nor t1r•t r1pe fJg for 
' 
ay •ouJ57. 

9. ) I SAID: LET HE CLINB/ 00 UP THE PAIJtf. In the future, God 

will eay: "Ll!T IE LIFT UP the degradation of my people Israel, 

since they have descended to the dust, Let ,oe 11ft them up. 11 

LET HE TAKE HOLD OF ITS BRAIOIES, like a person who climbs 

[a tree] taking hold of its trunk•• he climbs, except that 

a palm-tree has thorny branches that prick ! Just as God 

revealed Himself to Moses in the bush because Bis people 

were in affliction in the alavery of Egypt, so God aees the 

affliction of His people , since they, like a paJi, are full 

of thorn• . God wJJl take hold of them and destroy all the 

eneaies of Bis people , and finish off the wicked, as it is 

aaid: f'aJcJng hold of the ends of the earth, the wJcJced •hall 

be •haJcen ~ro• Jt
58

• 

ftXJl !IR&IS2S filILL BB LIXB ~ c, CRIEES, Be w 111 choose 

for Biaaelf the righteous . After they are aade clear and 

white and purified, they will be JJJce clu•ters of grapes . 

'l'hua it~ aaya: HJs boughs sfJaJJ •pr••d out tar, HJs beauty 

57Micah 7 : 1 

58.Job 38 : 13 
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11ke the ol1ve tree 1s 59 , His •cent like tbe wine of 

Le~anon60 • 

YOUR SREAnl LIKE 7llE 'IRAGRAICE OF APPLES, the 1 r good name 

will waft from one end of the world to the other, like the 

eternal etars . 

10. ) AND 1'0tfR ICXJ'lf/ LIKE CHOICEST JIINE, referring to the beauty 

of their actions , since they will all be righteous . God 

delights in them , as in : Let the Lord delight Jn thei r 

works ! 61 and they will delight i n Him, as it is sai d: Let 

Israel rejo1ce Jn theJr #aker62 . 

LET IT F'IDi ro NY BELOVBD AS NDI WINE, t heir good actions 

flow before God, describing the upright thi ngs63 that they 

have done . 

GLIDIM:; av.ER DIE LIPS OF .sr.m:!iRS at that very aoaent when 

God will revive the dead, as it ia said: Awake and •hout tor 

j ~ you who dwell Jn the dust
64 

and it eaye : Nay they 

69Hoaea 1':7, 
aasculine plural 
Japerative. 

The first word 1n the verse is yeil'khu, 
imperfect, rather than lekhu, plural 

60ibid, 1, :e 
61Psalas 10, : 31 

62P;al- 169 12 

63 ct . 2'argwn 

66Iea1ah 26 : 19 
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blosso• out or the city like the grass of the earth66 and : 

But you, go on to the end, you •ball rest and arise to your 

destiny at the end of day.s66 . 

11 . ) I AN ltY BBUJVB:r)' S, I am waiting for His deliverance , as 

in : o Israel , wait for the Lor<f1 and it says : I have been 

waiting patiently for the Lortf8 and : Therefore wait for Me 

- says the Lortf9 . 

AND HIS IESIRE IS ~ ME, He intends to grant me all t h e 

desirable and pleasurable things that are in the world : 

Because your shame was double - you shall bave • doubl e 

share in your land10 . Instead of copper , I will bring gold, 

instead of iron, I will bring silver11 • 

12 . ) "CCltlE ltY Bl!IDVIID, urr as oo l'fR'11I ro 'lllE FIELD' , t he 

co-unity of Israel said before God, Master of the world , 

65Paalms 72:16 

66Daniel 12 : 13 

67
Psal•• 130 : 7 

68ibid, •O:2 

69ze;haniah 3:8 

701aaiah 61:7, literally "they will inherit " 

711bid, 60 : 17 

> 
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"Rise up, Judge of the earth!12 Bow Jong •h•JJ the wicked 

e,dut?"73 

The field. The entire world is called a field, as in : 

And when they were in the field , Cain rose up [against Abel 

his brother and killed himJ1'. 

LET US UJDGE NOiG THE BIINNA SHRUBS, [ these are the) 

deliberations about the d1sbel1evera75 , about the nations of 

the world to whom You gave governance and security. In what 

■anner did the nations of the world find favor in your 

eyes?76 

13 . ) "LET US 00 &4RLY 2t> 7'HE VINBYARllS" , the Co-unity of Israel 

~•Y• = "Na■ter of the world , You have seen the abuse and the 

blasphemy wi tb which the nations of the world continue to 

abuse [us] and blaspheae [You] l What kind of satisfaction 

do You get from thea?" Let u• go .••rly to the vineyards, 

for the vineyard of the Lord of Bo•t• is I•rae177 , since 

they have become aany vineyards, aany congregations. 

72Paalas 94:2 

731bid, 9, : 3 

74Genesis 4:8 

75 • 
Eruvin 21b 

76sbJr baSbJria Rabbab 
77 1saiah 6 : 7, also quoted in Shir haShiri• Rabbah 

> 
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LE'r US SEE IF ffiE VINE BAS FUMERED, 1f there are righteous 

ones aaong them. 

IF ns BUlSSCM'> HAVE OFl!RED, 1f they hav e begun to return 

in repentance . 

IF 7'HE ~ ARE IN BUXM, these are the children of 

achool age78 . 

THERE liILL I GIVE MY LOVE ro l'OC', there will I show you the 

■any righteous ■en and women I have raised79 amongst you 

each year . 

~ 

H . ) THE NANIRAKES YIELD 7JlEIR FRAGRANCE, a generation which is 

destined to be redeemed is destined to yield a good 

fragrance with their actions , ae the fragrance o f the 

aandr,uces. 

AT OUR IXJalS ARB ALL CBJICB ffllI'l'S, bec ause Israel wi ll open 

the gate ~f r epentance . And there are gate• for every good 

act.ion of Torah , of prayer,· of r ighteouanees, of fair 

judgement and of the love of peace80 • 

BODI nm NIJlttl DlIM'..S AND DIE OLD, which they received from 

their ancestors or the new interpretations tn.ey have ■ade 

baaed on thei r knowledge, in o r der to perfora good actions . 

78ct . #Jdra•h Shir haSh1r1• . 
79ct. Sb.Jz, haSb1rba Rabbah. "when I place righteous 

aen and woun" 
80ct . #Sdra•h Zuta 

.. 
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WHICH I HAVE STORED UP FCR YOO. This 1• the Torah, as in : 

81 lty co11111andments are stored up for you and 1 t says : He 

reserves sound wisdom for the upr1ght82 . 

81Proverbs 2 : 1 , 7 : 1 

82ibid, 2 : 7 
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Chapter 8 

1 . ) IF Cl{LY laf caJLD LET IE BE AS A BRO'lf/ER. The Community of 

Israel said: "Master of the world , let ae merit your 

compassion, and may you love me as• brother. Not like Cain 

who killed his brother1 , not like Ishmael who hated Isaac, 

not like Esau who bore a grudge against Jacob2 , not like the 

tribes [of Israel) who sold Joseph3 , but rather like Joseph . 
about whom it is written : He comf orted them and spoke kindly 

• to t hem . Just as he did good to his brothers inst ead of 

their evil , so You provide us with good instead of our evi l , 

and just as Joaeph was fil l ed with compassion for his 

brother Benjamin , as it is aaid : He fllas overcome with 

coa,passJon for h1s brother5 • 
II 

NURSING AT HY ICl17IER 'S BREAST, as .Jo.seph nursed at t h e 

breast of Benjamin'• aoth•r. 

I JCXJLI) FIND~ aJTSII£, I JtDJLD KISS nv, when one [member ) 

of Israel is found in exile the nations of the world teil 

him to stop declaring the Unity of God , he kisses his hand 

with bis mout h ou t of hie great love for God . 

1oeneeie , :a 
2oenes1• 27 : •l 

3oene•i• 31:27 

'aene•i• 50:21 

5oene•1• ,s : so 
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AND NO ONE N:XJLD scatN NE, he does not consider h1msel f 

eco~ned by any scorn that they ecorn him about thie, as it 

is eaid : I will speak of your testJaonies before kings and 

not be ashaiaer/. Another interpretation of : No one woul d 

scorn ae, no matter what the nations of the world say, they 

cannot cause ae to acorn Your unity and Your Torah. 

2 . ) I flltX1LD LEAD/ AIXUS'I'CM YOU, • I N:XlLD BIUH; mu. We are ho 1 ding 

on to our ancestor'• customs and we are being slaughtered 

for professing Your unity . I N:XlLD IJRINJ YCXJ IN1'0 1W IO'l'HER Is 

BJUSE, I 11tould brJng you to Your people Iarael to profess 

Your unity , into •Y •other's house, into synagogues and into 

places of study , I will aa.ke your Torah heard . 

'l'HAT YOU KIGHT 7EAai NE, just as You 'J:AISlT lie at Mount 

Sinai . 

1 IOJLD LB'I' Y<XJ IRD« OF SPICED WINE, I would Jet your 

children drink of the wine of Torah , which is apiced "1th 

all kinds of epices. 

OF NY ~ JUici1, the well reaeoned co-entaries 

which are 9W9et like the wine aade froa poaegr..nate juice. 

our eagea of bleaaed ■eaory aaid that there 1• a poaegranate 

in the garden of Eden whoae wine God intend.a to aerve to tbe 

righteoua . 

7 This text contain• an emendation, so that it reads 
rJ.ltal11a-•po .. granate•" instead of r.1.aonJ-"ay poaegranate" 
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3 • ) BIS LDT HAND NIS ClNIER Irr /IBAD AND BIS RIGl/1' BAND !MIRACED NE, He 

pushed ae away with Hie left hand but He embraced ae with 

His right hand , as it is said : For His anger Js but for a 

aoaent, BJs favor for a JJfetiae8 and it ••Y• : In slight 

anger, for a moment, I bid Hy face fro• You , but with 

kindness everlasting I will take you back with coapassion9 , 

wJth great coapassion I wJll gather you10 and for a short 

aoaent I forsook you11 . His Jeft hand under •Y head and His 

right hand eabraced ae, this is the embrace of the -1Jekh1na, 
~ 

a love without interruption , as Jt 1• ••id : Ny ~ople shall 

never be sh1J11Jetr° 2 . 

4 .) I ADJURE HXJ, 0 NA.IaINS OF JllRIJSALl!H, theee are the nations 

of the world which are in the villages in contrast to 

.1eruaalem. . 

Do not •t1r or rou•e it .. Y• in all of them13 , do not 

stir or rou•e Jove, while here it •aye , Nhy •tJ r or rouse ? 

However once the wicked kingdom did decree to build the 

8P•al .. 30 : 6 

91.aiah &,:a 
l Oibid, &, :1 
111bid 

12 Joel 2:26 , 2 :27 

13ct. Song of Song• 2:7, 3:5 
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Temple, and Israel ascended as a great ault.1tude1' since 

they had become a numerous people , 15 lessened by Herod who 

in the end turned on them . They tried to raise up against 

them but he prevented them . Rabbi Joshua said to them [of 

that generation], it is not enough that we live among t he 

nations , but that we transgress16 that which our Cr eator has 

colll.lllanded us. 

UNI'IL IT PLEASES, the redemption from the Heavens . 

5. ) WHO IS SHE niAT CCHES UP FRCN 2'IE WIUERNESS? Just as in the 
... 

E11YPtian redemption they went out to the w1lderness, as it 

is said: They went out to the wJlderness of Shuz-1 1 , they 

were raised from the wJJderness, so, in the future Israel i s 

destined to go out to the w.1lderness because of the troubles 

which exist in the land of Israel , and there He will reveal 

Elijah to them who will lead them up from the land . 

L8ANING UPON HER BELOVED, since they will be troubled . 

about the coming of the Messiah, not knowing when he would 

be revealed to them. 

"UNIER 7fiE APPLE 7WEE I Rt:AJSED i'DU' , and God says [ to them] , 

0 Why are you JeaaJng so? Was 1 t not under the apple tree 

1'.Joel , : 1, 

16
11terally "AntJp41tr.1s", • city founded by Herod 

in the naae of hie father 

16reading ' ovr1• instead of 'ovdJm 

17£.xodus 16 : 22 
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th•t I roused you when your ancestors were in Egypt , when 

. the women of Israel went out and gave birth in the field 
' . 

under the apple trees?18 'l'BERE :!r'OOR ICJ'IJlER HAD PAN:iS AT mm 

cacBPTiai, AND 7HERE SHE LABORED AND BR!XSIT 1t)(1 JICRJ.H. .Just as in 

Egypt, when you were under the yoke of slavery, and I made 

them a mighty host, and brought you up from their midst , so 

will I deliver you from among the nations . 

6 . ) LE'!' NE SET A SFAL CIPC1N :!r'OOR IIEAKI', this is a warning to 

Israel not to scrutinize God's attributea, but to love Him 

with all their hearts. 

LIKE THE SFAL UPON :!r'OOR ARM, which is always visible, so do 

you reaeaber your Creator . 

~ UJVE IS STRaKl AS IEA'DI, when you are Jcil led for Me , I 

place My love on you . 

J~ IS CRUB'L AS sm., •ince the nations of the world 

envy I•rae l . 

'l'BE lMR7S of love ARE DIR2S OF l"IRE, like the burning 

coale19 of a fire. 

18Sot• 11b 

19ct. T.rgw» 
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A BLAZIN; ~o, s1m1lar to [the word] 

darkness21 , it 1• not a holy name, but is a noun [denoting] 

a strong fla&e . 

Another interpretation of: Let •e be • seal. The 

Community of Israel says to God : nLet me be• seal upon your 

heart" , as in : Hy eyes and My heart wJ l l ever be there22 , so 

that You will always remember us JJke the seal on Your arm, 

as in: I have engraved you on the pal•s of My hands . Your 

walls are ever before #e23 . For Jove Js strong as death, 

eince we love You, as it is said : You .itaJJ love the Lord .. 
thy God wJth aJJ thy beart24 , even if He takes your life25 . 

Jealousy Js cruel as Sheol . The jealousy of the nations of 

the world who envy us becaw,e we declare the unity of Your 

holy naae and eo they hate us. The darts ot jealousy are 

darts of fJre which consume to the depths of Sheol, to the 

foundatJons of the world . Jiho of us can dwell w1th the 

con1JtU1Jng t1reil6 A blaz1ng 11 .. e is one word. 

201n the text it appears as "the blazing flue of 
God", though later in the text t~• author states that 
it is in fact one word and not two. 

21.Jereaiah 2 : 31 

221 ltings 9:S 

23Isaiah 49:16 

240euteronoay 6 : 5 

25 &t;aJchot a,a, 61b 

26The order of the word.9 from Ieaiah 33:14 has been 
changed. Adcllt:ionally, the correct phrue 1a not naosde.S 
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1.) VAST FLOOlS CANIKJ'r <PBIOI UJVE. The Holy One says to 

Israel, "(Even) if all the nations, which are compared to 

vast floods21 were to rally, they could- not quench the love 

that is between you and Me. 

NCE RIVERS IRQtli IT, because all the families of the 

nations would not droflfn it28 . Above it says darts of fire 

and again it says vast floods, as in: ft/hen you walk through 

fire you will not be scorched, when you pass through water I 

am with you29 : and it says : We have endured fire 4UJd !"ater 

and you have brought us through to prosperity30
• Inetead of 

this: The light of I•r•el will be fire , and Jts Roly One 

fl,...e31 , and it ••ys : IF A HAN~ ALL 'l'IIB l&\Lffl DP HIS BXJSE 

ml UJVE, HE -laJLD BE VTlZRLY saRNED. The Holy One is not 

returning the .,ealth of the nations which had been 

appropriated in order to destroy Israel, as it is aaid : Sin 

Js a reproach to any people32 . Similar to all the profusion 

which Haman gave to Ahaaeurus, he would be utterly •corned. 

'olaaf'-the foundation• of tJ)e world, but "■oqdeJ 'o.l.ul''-the 
never dying blaze. Both work in this a1drash. 

27sbJr haShJrJ■ Rabbah 

28ct . Sb1r baShJrJm Rabbah 

29Ieaiah ,3:2 

30Palllaa 66 : 12 

31taaiah 10:17 

32Proverbs lt:s, 

• 
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Another interpretation of: Vast floods cannot quench 

love. [which 1s what] I•rael •aid to God, vast floods. If 

all th.e nations of the world would rally against us, they 

could not quench the Jove with which I•rael loves You33 . 

The nations are called aayJm - water, as it 1s •aid : The 

waters overwhelmed us, the torrent bad gone over our souJ34
. 

Nor rivers drown Jt, and even though they kill and drown in 

water and burn with fire, Ierael does not listen to them to 

refute their Maker. If• ••n offered all the wealth of hJs 
. 

house for love, for if one of the princes were to give much 

wealth to an Ierael1te to leave the Torah of his God, they 

would utterly scorn him, that is the same person who would 

offer all the wealth of his home, because of Israel's love 

for Gbd. 

8. ) f1E HAVE A LI'rlU SISDR, this 1• the Torah , as in: Say to 

Saall; because •he 1• •••ll 

in appearance, bu~ large in actions. 

SllB BAS M:) BREAS7S. She does not have breaats like a 

woaan, but abe nurses all people36 , u it 1• aaid: A lovely 

33et. Targua, where God'• love for Israel i9 expressed 
1n •1mUar terms. 

3 'P•alaa 12,:, 

35Proverbs 7:, 

36Hidra•h Shir haSb1r1• 
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bind, a graceful mountain goat, Let her breasts ••t1sfy you 

at all t1•es31 . 

liHAT SHALL HE 00 PCfi aJR SISTBR? With this approach , we welcome 

God , and the Torah ' s co-andments and the Hol y One says t o 

them : 

9 . ) IF SHE BE A NllLC,, HE HILL BUILD UFal HER A !tlRRB'l' OF SILWs:R. I f 

Israel exposes herself to arrows on a wall , we ,,,111 bu1ld 

upon her• turret of silver, for just as ailver when exposed 

to ligh t , does not diminish, ao you , too , do not become 

deficient while -ong the kingdoms38 • 

IF SHE BE A IX)Cfi. If you weaken yourselves by detaching 

yourselves f r om words of Torah , we will encJo•• 1t 1n boards 

of cedar39 • Just •• a board eventually ends in decay, ao 

God' • covenant softens you. And Israel replies: 

10 . ) I AH A NllLC,, 1W BREAS'1'S ARE LIKE ffJIIRS, I have withstood 

chaatiN■ente like a wall, and I have not apurned t hem . 

so I mews DI BIS~ AS aiB NI«} ,r:Q(/) -~- The Holy One 

will call us • shaloa" , as it 1• said : I will reach out to 

ber •• • r1ver of peace
40

. 

37Proverb• !S : 19 

38#Jdra•h ShJr heSb1r1• 

39ct . Oene•i• ftabbah, Chapter 39 

• 0 1eaiah 66 : 12 

• 
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Another interpretation of Ne have a JJttJe •J•ter. I t 

ia said about· the generation at the end of tiae that it will 

be the eaalleat among generations41 , that the number o f 

sages , ri~hteoua people and t he amount of fortunes will be 

reduced, as in: I wJll leave Jn your mJdst an affJJcted and 

poor people: And they •hall take refuge Jn the name of the 

Lord.'2 • She lack• the aany good actions [needed) to 

accoapany her in the days of ter ror. N'hat •hall we do for 

our •Jster on the day that she ehall be spoken for? As i f 
. 

to say , "N'hat •haJJ we do for I•rael at the end of days , on 

the day that •he •hall be spoken tor?, eince the enemies 
~ 

will be plotting to destroy them, and to wrest them f r om 

words of Torah , as it 1• eaid : They p ; ot crattJly agaJns~ 
f 

'I Your people 43 . They caay " Let us wJpe the• ..,.out as a 

natJon-'4 • It •he be a waJJ , Jf they45 continue to declare 

. the unity of God'• -n-•• •• [f1raly) •• • wall, and 
I • 

[continue] to band the .. elvea over for the sanctification of 

God'• naae , we wJJJ buJJd •JJver turrets upon the•, over 

42zephaniah ,;12 

43Paal .. 83 : 4 

44Paal .. 83 : 5 

45tbe text change• fro• 2fa (u in SbJr baShJrJa) 
to 3ap, which fit• exegetically, where Iara•l 1• the 
object of th••• ver••• · 
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which the decay can not preva11'6 , ao that the enemies will 

not be able to slaughter them, with God providing for them a 

aavior. If she be • door, for just ae a door swings open 

and closed , so will they be in exile among tbe nations , for 

they will not be able to stand firmly by their laws
47

. He 

will enclose her in bo&rds or cedar, just•• fire prevails 

over boards of cedar, so is its eventual end in decay and 

fire . "I am • wall , and my breasts are JJke toJJru~rs", 

answers Israel ~8 : "I am • "'•JJ - I intend to stand [f i rm) 

like a waJJ , against the nations, as it ie aaid in Jeremiah : 

I aake you this day • fort.1ri11d city, and an Jron pillar, 

and bronze walls'9 " , thus Israel will be l ike a f ira wall i n 

declaring the unity of God . /lty breasts are like towers, the 

aages of a generation are like breasta50 which ~ urse an 

infant, thus teaching Iarael way■ of life like these towers 

which etand before the eneaie■ . 

Israel defend thei r generation. 

Thu• the the aages of 

Then I became Jn BJ.• eyes •• one who round peace, then 

Ood will look down coapaaaionately upon Iarael , .. in, Th~ 

' 6 Yo•• 9b- 10a 

'
1 "law'', dat-dalet, tb«v - oppo9ed to •door", da.let­

dalet, Jaaed, tbav, quoted in Sb.Jr baSh.lrJ.a R•~ 

'
8 'rargua 

,t. 

' 9 Jereaiah 1 : 18, Toviah ben Eliezer precedes the 
verae with the word "aee" - aaaeuline i~rative. 

&OAt.abJ• 61a 
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Lord ha• •een •Y arfl1ct1on51 , and so God ha• called them 

•Peace .. , as in : Bow beaut1ru1 on the ■ounta1ns are the 

footsteps of the herald, announcing Peace, heralding good 

fortune, announcJng deJiverance52
. 

11.) SOIDCII BAD A VlHEYARD 'IN BAAlrllAJQ{, these are Israel who 

were gathered wJth the voice of Joy and praise, the festive 

throng53 . 

HB BAD ro PVT GtW«lS 'IN DIE VZMn'ARLlS, God bad to put His 

Temple54 under ~he power of the nations55 • 
~ 

A NAN f«XJLD GIVE ~ ns l'RlJ1T A 'lfDJSAND PI/JCES a, SIL~. this 

refers to Nebuchadnezzar56 who exiled with jehoiachin a 

thousand righteous ones , as in : a thousand crafts■tm and 

s■Jths57 who strengthened with Torah the power of Iarael in 

the exile. 

51cf. Geneeia 29 : 32 , re~hraeed here in the first 
person eingular. 

62Iaa1ah 52:7 

63Peal .. ,2:&, quoted in #Jdra•h Shir haShJrJ• 

6 'HJdraM Shir haShJrJ• 

66ibid 

66 #idra•b Zuta 

5711 Kings 2,:16 



12 . ) "I RAV.! NY w:7n' CHI VINEYARD"l "IIY VINEYARD lfiiaI IS HINE, IS 

BBl't& IIB" , God eaid, "It i• my obligation to rebuild Hy 

vineyard •• it was originally" . 

YOO HIY llAVE THE 2HXISAND, 0 Sou:N.':W, AND THE GU4RDS OP THE 

FRUIT 7N:> JIUNIRED, these are thei r students . · From here they 

have sai d that the atuden t receive• one portion, while the 

teacher is entitled to f ive58
, just ae two hundred is one 

tenth of one thousand . 

13 • ) YOO NK> LINGER IN 'DIE ~, this is the Community of 

ierael who lingers in the exile aaong the kingdom.& . 

Yor.fi FRIENIJS/ cx:,E>ANI<MS USTBN Im m.fi l,IOICE, LET NE HEAR YOU! 

This teaches that the ainietering angels recite thei r 

praiees only after Iarael opens up in eong , as it is 

written : When the aornJng stars •..ng together, and all t he 

d1vJne beJ~g• ebouted for joy59 . 

14. ) HCRRY ltY BELOVED, BB LlKB A G+zru.tB, theae are the words of 

Iara.el via-a-vi• the ebe.lchJn• aince they have been detained 

in the exile , and they aay: Hurry •Y Beloved from the 

natione , ao that You will reaove Your help froa th•~· BE 

LID A G4ZBUll CB A ftQ\G BART, for juat •• a gazelle travels t o 

the end of the world, and yet it reaeabera it• abode and 

58cf . Sb1r baSb1r1• Rabbah 

59Job 38 :7 , aleo included i n #Jdra•b Sb1r baSb1r1• 

► 
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returns hoae60 , so too tor Israel , for even though Israel is 

aaong the nations, they remember their home, as it is said: 

If I forget thee O Jerusalem61 . 

OIOi DIE l«XJN1' OF SPICES, these are the aountains of the 

land of Israel , whose fragrance wafts ae sp1ces62
• Another 

interpretation: Solomon had • v.1neyard. Thia v.1neyard is 

Israel, as it is said: For the v.1neyard of the Lord of Hosts 

.1s IsraeJ63 . In Baal-bamon, aaong the nations which are 

aore profvse than abundant waters . Be had to put guards .1n 

the v .1neyard. Under the po~er of the nations who led them 

[Israel] into idol worship. God said, 11 I placed Israel 

under the power of the kings of Israel and they led them 

into idol worship . I placed th•• under [the power of) 

Nebuchadnezzar and they led thea] into idol worship". 

This is coaparable to a king who gave his son to a 

tutor6' to teach him Torah, but instead taught him the 

evil(•) of secular culture. The king aaid to him: "I handed 

•Y aon over to you in order that he become better. It would 

be preferable that I take ay son, I bave •Y own v.1neyard, I 

will gather ay children to ay house . 

6011terally "place" 

61Psalae 137 : & , quoted in ll1dra•h Sb.1r baSh1r.1•, 
2'. Yeru.JlaJa.t: Sbev.1 '.1 t 9: 2 

62«1v•-1• rather than beve•aaJa 

631s~iah 5:7 
• 

6'1iterally "pedagogu• 11 
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You ••Y have the thousand, o Soloaon. The ColD.lllunity of 

Israe·1 eays : "Master of all the world•, were there not one 

thousand righteous ones when you exiled us to Babylonia? 

Now we have added many more to those first ones''. And the 

guards of the fru1t two hundred. The etudent receives one 

portion while the teacher receive• five portions . He will 

eurely give us the reward of the Torah, in which we have 

labored in the exile under ha.rdship . "You who l1nger 1n the 

gardens " , the ep1rit of holiness says to Israel , who is 

amongst the nations : "Your trJends lJ•ten tor Your voice, 

busy yourselves in Torah and study out of love, gathering by 

groups of friend• to listen to the Torah . Your voi ce65 , I 

desire to hear your voice66 when you are busying yourself in 

Torah , Let He h oar you ! Burry, •Y beloved!" . The Community 

of Iarael aays : "Even though you fled from me, etil l , be 

JJlce a gazelle, quick on it• feet, or • young hart and 

return to Your Te■ple .. at first, on the Hount ot SpJpes . 

Abba Har1, of ble•••d ■emory , explained SoJoaon had a 

vJneyard aa a proverb and aa a ■etaphor. Sol Olton had • 

vJneyard Jn Baal-b-on, this 1• a place , its name is Baal­

beraon67 . B• gave the v1ney.rd to the guard•, and they gave 

hi■ a co■penaation tor eating the fruit, • tbou-..nd pieces 

65ct. #Jdra•h Zuta . 
_ 66God 1• now the aubject rather than the object of 

tb1a paaaage 

67Judge■ 3:3, I Chronicle• &:23 

> 
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of •ilver. Now ineide the vineyard a young woman lingered. 
/ 

[When) the owner caae to t'1te the young woaan, the guards 

eaid to him : "Everything that is in the vineyard is ours" , 

as it is said : Hy own vineyard is before ae , for thus hav e I 

agreed . You ••Y have the thousand , 0 Sol o•on, as your 

coapensation, while the two hundred, for if the vineyard now 

changes/ grows two hundred tiaes one thousand , all of i t ia 

oura, and the young woman as well , who lingers .1n the 

garden . The owner of the vineyard aays : "Let us aak her. 

If it is her wish to be with you, ahe will be with you ; and 

if it is not her wiah to be with you, I aa taking her for 

ayself . Your fr.1ends JJ•ten for your voice , to hear what 

you desire. Let •e be•r you I And if ehe changes [her 

■ind) , i f •Y Beloved flees , what will '-i do , for You hav e 

handed a e over into the power of tbe guards, I cannot escape 

from here , b~t you aake youraelf like eo■eone who flees and 

goes away for only a abort aoment . Be like• gazelle or• 

young hart, and return and take ae fro■ here on to. the Moun t 

of Spices , to ay land and to ay birthplace . Thia 1• a 

aetaphor for Israel , aince they are called "the vineyard o f 

BJ• Peace, tbe One to whoa peace belong•" · In B••l-hamon , 

aaidat the nations, B• placed Bi• people under their power . 

A •an would give for Jt• fruit• thou•and pJ•c•• of •Jlver, 
. 

• aan of SeJr, who i• called Baau , in order to conawae 

Ephraim, [explained as] the fruit• of Israel. The desire of 

this world 1• this elepb, for just ae the aleph is first 

.. 
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letter [of the alphabet), ao be yearns to kill this world, 

disregarding the retribution of the world to coae, as it is 

aai d : And Esau sa.1d , "1 &JD at the po.1nt of death, so of what 

use Js .my b.1rthr.1ght to ae?1168 • A thousand pi.eces of 

sJJver, silver is "A", first among the desires , as 1n I 

long, I yearn for69 • •11y vineyard .1s before •e11
, Esau said 

to hilllSelf, Israel has already been handed over into our 

power, they will [also] believe in our religion. You .may 

have the thousand, 0 Solo•on , this world You gave 1t to us, 
. 

it is Yours , but You banded it over to the kings of the 

nations. And the guards of the tru.1t two hundred. Even if 

Israel were two hundred times more numerous than what they 

are, everything 1• ours , and they will have to believe in 

our religion! God says to them, "I did not band them over 

into your power , nor for your preference , nor to bring them 

out from the care of the shekh.1na, but let ua ask them if 

they want to leave •• to ch-• after vanity or not" . You 

who JJ.nger 1n the gardens, this is Iarael who lives among 

the nations, frJ•nd• l.1•ten.1ng for yoµr vo.1ce, i.e . nations 

~of the world who aacribe to ae asaociatea, naaely strange 

gods . L.1sten.1ng for Your vo.1ce, to bear Your decision. Let 

•• pleaae bear Your will. The co-unity of Iarael responds, 

68Geneai• 26 : 32 

69Paal- a,:3 

• 
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"AJready you have put ae Jn the nether•ost pJt70
, [and put 

ae] under the power of the nations, and have adjured me not 

to rebel against them . Hurry , •Y Beloved to the time of the 

end, the redemption , and then be JJke a gazelle or• young 

hart. Send your help, redeem me, brJng ae to the Hountajns 

of Spices , Mount Zion and the Temple, which is Mount Moriah , 

the aount where the Lord Js •een71 , the place of fragrant 

incense, the place of pleasing acent . Thus 1 t aays : With 

your pleasJng scent I w1ll accept you72
• 

Another interpretation aiailar to the first aJdrash: 

Soloaon had a vJneyard, this vJneyard is Israel. To 

"Shlomo" . the King to whom peace belongs . In Baal-hamon, 

which is in them , i . e . by the aerit of the father of a great 

aultitude73 . He had -to put guards 1n ·the vJneyard, to hav e 

the nations of the world be the rulers over t hem . A man 

would gJve for 1t• fruJt • thousand pJece• of •Jlver, this 

refer• to Nebuchadnezzar who brought one thousand righteous 

on•• to bis kingdom wito the exile of Jeho1akh1n, as it is 

aaid : A thousand craft••en and -.1th•
1
'. Becauae they 

70Paal .. 88 : 7 

71oenea1• 22 : 1, 

72&zek1el 20 : ,1, note : b'reJ ' ah rather tban 
k'reJ 'ah. 

73ct . Geneaia 11 : ,, referring to Abraham 

7'11 King• 2, :1,, a verae where the words beJreJsb 
and .. ageJr occur 

.... 
) 
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opened their aoutha to apeak, all of them were silenced75 

from hearing their own words, as .Job said: Be •1lent , I will 

have •Y •ay76 . NasgeJr77 , because they were closed off, no 

one opened their mouth again to speak out of their great 

wisdom, and how many were they? A thousand, and they 

enforced the laws of the Torah in the Babylonian exile, and 

through them the Torah during the second Temple kept growing 

until this day. "Ny vJneyard 1s before •e", these are the 

words of the spirit of holiness with which God tries to 

redeem Israel and to gather them from the four corners of 

the world78 • He says to the nations of the world : Ny 

v1neyard Js before me, for even though I have sent them into 

exile and handed them over into your power I have not given 

up on them, even if you have dominion over My people, due to 

a change of the authority of the aasters, as it is said : 

Na•t•rs other than You79 , I have never given up on them, nor 

have 1 at all passed final judgeaent as to your authority . 

Already they are calling Israel a desirable land and ra 

property that was etolen from her . "I have ay vineyard" , 

75Tbe root i• het.reJ•h-•h1n. the a&Be root as in 
8 -itbs" 

76.Job 13 :13 

17th• root of both crafte■en and cloaed is 
•-•Jch.g1aeJ.reJ•h . 

7811terally "land" 

791 .. 1ab 26:13 
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they answer, "You ••Y have the thou•and, 0 Shlo•o" . All you 

have to gather 1s the first one thousand who were exiled to 

Babylonia, while the remaining80 ones are ours . Similarly , 

as if to say if they are now a thousand times more than 

them81
. The nations of the world aay two hundred [times 

more] 82 • Bu~~es , the ■an of God, aaid: The Lord your God 

has •ult1pl1ed you until today you are as nuaerous as the 

•tars of the sky83 . You ~ho l1nger 1n the gardens, this is 

the Community of Israel . Whether her deaire 1• to be in the 

gardens which are like law tot.be nations , worshippi~ trees 
. 

and rocks, or to return to the fear of the Lord . Fr1ends , -

these are the sages, as in tractate Shevuot8'. 

Our rabbis of blessed ■emery explained You ••Y have the 

thousand, O Solo•on , and the guards of the fru1t two hundred 

as the kingdom which is killing one in five, and not aa 

punishment . Another interpretation of Sblo•o had a 

vineyard, this 1s Iarael, for they wer• Ood' s v1ney_ard 1n 

Baal-baaon, as in : the auJtJtude of ~e•t1vene•s85 , for the 

80uaing the homonym "noter1•", with either a tet 
or a tav 

81those who originally 
Deuteronoay 1:15 

82cf. Sb1r baSbir1• Rabbah -
we have become two hundred" 

83Deuteronoay 1:10 

8
' Sbevuot 35b- 36a 

went into exile, 

"We were a thou.and , 

85Peala• ,2:5, quoted in 1'1drash Shir baSb1r1m 
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Temple•- the place for the aultJtude of Israel . Be bad to 

put guard• Jn tbe vJmtyard, he gave His people over to kings 

who would keep them a• a person keeps a vineyard. A 11an 

would g1ve for Jts fruit a thousand pJeces of sJlver. This 

aan is Jeroboam the son of Nebat , as in: TbJs Jeroboam was 

an able aan86 . Would gJve for Jts fru.St , would br.Sng for 

his aovereignty a thousand pJeces of s.1lver, as if to say 

ten bunc!reds, for they are the ten tribes [of Israel] , and 

each tribe is considered to be one hundred because of the 

one hundred blessings with which our patriarch Jacob was 

blessed by Isaac in the verse : #ay God g.Sve you81 , in which 

there are one hundred letters, excludin.g cursed be they who 

CW'•e you. Another thought. This •an is Ahijah of Shiloh , 

a aan of God , who brought tor Jeroboam ' s fru.S t • thousand 

pJeces of sJlver, ten times one hundred, which is the ten 
:i 

tribes, and so it says: During that time Jeroboam went out 

fro■ Jerusalem and [the prophet] AhJjah of SbJloh aet hJ11 on 

the way. He bad put on a new robe. Ah1jah of ShJ loh took 

bold of the new robe he., .. wearJag and tore Jt Jnto ~weJve 

pJeces. "f'ake ten pJeces", he aaJd to Jeroboa11, •l'or thus 

•aJd the Lord, the God of Israel : r - about to tear the 

kJngdo• out of Soloaon '• bantn, and r wJJJ gJ.ve you ten 

861 JCinge 11:28 

87oenes1s 27:29 
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tr1be•. ,.se When he heard Ahijah ' s prophecy, Solo•on •ought 

to put Jeroboaa to death. Ah.1jah proaptly tled to IC1ng 

Sh.1shak ot Egypt, and he re•aJned Jn Bgypt unt.11 Solomon ' s 

death . lly v1neyard 1s before He, God said to Solomon . "Hy 

v1neyard 1• before He, [This is) Israel who is under my
89 

power. Whom do I wish to be king over them? You may hav e 

the thou•and, 0 Solo•on, the ten tribes, which are t en 

hundreds, have been yours, 0 Solo•on , •on of David . I never 

took them out of your power during your lifetime90 , but 

(only] after you die will I take them from you and gJve them 

to .Jeroboam. NhJle the two hundred, the two tribes of Judah 

and Benjamin will be .Jeroboam I s , since they are the guards 

ot the truJt, they will be i n Jerusalem unt i l [the time of ) 

tbe exile. But af~er the exile Be remembered their sojour n 

aaong the nations , aince the nations considered 

transplanting I•rael aaong tbeaselves , taking them out from 

under the •helcbJna's care. Then God ••id to them: You who 

l.1nger 1n the gardens, the Couiunity of Israel wh ich lingers 

.1n the garden. .. ong the nations , tr1ends, the nations of 

~he world which ascribe to Me associates , are listening to 

Your vo1ce, to which religion do they wi sh to adher e ? And 

how can I wreak your vengeance upon t hem? 

88 · I Kings 11:29 ff. 

89the •uffix should be ea in.etead of, .. 
9011terally "your days" 

She answers : 

y 
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Hurry to the time of redemption and then be JJke • gazelle , 

quick ·on its feet, or• young hart , and wreak •Y vengeanc e ! 

To the hills of spices, to the hills of Israel, for they are 

hills of spices . 
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