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PREFACE

It will be observed by the reader of the fol-
lowing pages that original source material, rather than
the writings of others, hasg been most considerably em-
ployed in the preparation Qf thie dissertation, The
many articles pertaining directly or indirectly to the
subject matter of thig paper, appearing in,the publica~
tions of the American Jewish Historixal Boclety, the
American Jewish Year Books, the Jewigh Quarterly Review,
the Jewieh Encyclopaedia and elsewhere, have.been care-
fully read by the present writer. But he hag incorporated
his findings from these sources in is paper only to a
limited extent., The present writer has preferred to con-
struct a history of the Jewish community of New York City
on the basgis of sources,such as court minutes, congregational
minutes, press reports and other original documents.

The present writer has presented in great detail
the hitherto unwritten account of the administrative and
rgligious organlzation of the congregation She'erith Israel,

He has traced minutely the unpublished record of educational

and philanthropic activities as well_as the problems and




internal difficulties of the early Jewish community of

New York City. For these sections of the paper source
material was almost exclusively utilized, The writer has'
attempted, in short, to write at length upon those aspects
of the Jewisgh history of New York City which have been
neglected by students of American Jewigh History and he

has used original sources when possible. At the same

time the author of this paper has refrained from filling
his pages with talee told not twicebut g hundred times.

He has given the briefest treatwent, for example, to those
personalities who are best known and about whom muqh has
already been publighed, ‘For the same reason thexpresent
writer has presented a very brief asccount of the dramatic
experiences of the Jews in New Amsterdam during the years
1854 to 1858, Bamuel Qppenheim has done magnificent work
in oonnectioﬁ with thig last period.

It is & note-worthy fact that the writer oould'find
in the many volumes publisghed by the New York Historiéal
Assooletion very few references to Jews, There should
be no cause for surprise in the fact that few references
can likewise be discovefed in the volumes forming the
~Uollections of the New York Historical Society . . . for

the reasons that there were few Jews in the village of




New York during the whole of the.Eighteenth Century and
until comparatively recent.times. T'or the pame reason
infrequent mention of Jews is made in the Documents
Relating to the Colonial History of Wew York.

It will be noted that volumes 31 and 37 of the
Publications of the American Jewish Historical Soclety
have been exploited for material, These volumes are great
store rooms,holding a wealth of origihal date related 1o
the subject matter of this paper.

That the court minutes of New Amsterdam do often

- refer to Jews becomes understandable in the light of the

fact that the Jewish population, during the firet few yeare,
of their residence in the colony, composed from three to
five per cent of the total population (in the year 1664 the
total population of New Améterdam numbered 1500). The
Jews became an element of importance because of their

numbers; but there was another reason for frequent mention

cof Jews in the court minuteg of New Amgterdam. The Jews

constantly demanded privileges which the court was compelled

to consider; and, engaging in business, it ie natural that

recourse to legal processes became frequently imperative,
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Jacob Barsimson, the first Jew to settle permanent=-
ly in the territory which is the present United States

§ reached the village of New Amsterdam, New Netherland, on 1
. August 22, 1654, with the ship, "de Perebon® (The Peartree),
2
He travelled on a passport from Holland. It has been stated

that Barsimson's arrival was July 8, 1654, This was the date
upon which the ship departed from Hollanda3 It had been
thought that another Jew, Jacob de Aboafl or Jacob Aboab, ceme
with Barsimson to New Amsterqam,4 Aboab left the Perebom
near Wight, Bneland following a fight with Barsimson, Wi g
boriane hangclaimed that Jews were in New Amsterdam as eare
ly as 1652; other writers have entirely overlooked the fact
‘that Barsimson was in New Amsterdam bgfore the arrival of
more Jews in early September of 1654; while still other sBtu=
dents of the subject have stated incorrectly that Barsimsan
itmm;;bE;ZEZIBETMmZmeriean Jewish Historical Society 32 Vols.
‘ Vol. 29, p. 39; Pub. Vol, 18, p. 3

2. Pub., Vol. 29,pp. 40-43

3. Pub, Vol. 18, p. 3

4, Pub. Vol, 2, p. 71

5. Records of New Amsterdam, edited by Fernow and others, 7 Vols,

Vol, 2, pp. 173-174; Pub. Vol. 18, p. 3 quoting New
York Collootion. MSb. Vol. 14, p. 83
6, Paterg, Madison ¢,, The Jews in America, Ph;ladelphla,
190
7+ Cohen, George, The Jews in the Making of America
p. 61; Wiernik, Peter
p. 62
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ter Manhattan island had been purchased from the Indians.

mong the 23 Jewish passengers on the "g8t. Charles." The

was included among those Jews who came to New Amsterdam
' : 1

in September, 1654,

In any event a Jewish communlty was establighed in

‘hte present New York City as early as twenty eight years gfn

2

An original record shows that children were in the group

frbm which it may be inferred that women, likewlpe were a-

4

names of Jewish men in the first group are: Jacob Cohen,

David Israel, Asser Levy, Moses Ambrosiue, Salvaedore D'An-

10

drada, Abraham de IMcina, and Solomon Pleterson. The name
Abraham Israel mentioned once in the Records, should not be
included as it was obviously confused with the name, David

Israel which name occurs several times,

The question presents itself; From whence came

these first Jewish settlers. The question can not definite-
ly be answered unti&}some more dats upon the subject can be
discovered, Two thorough students of American Jewish his-
tory disagree, Leop Hibner maintaine that the first Jews
came from or via some portion of the West Indles, though
originally he agreesg that they probably ceme from Brazil

which had just been conguered by the Portuguese in a bloody

e soh fm e e om sy Wy Ne ®R @O GW 0D @M

(It has been incorrectly said that 27 Jews were in
this group, of, Markens, p.3 and Daly, p.6.)

Rec. N, A, Vol, 1, p.240

cf. Rec, N, A, Vol. 3, p.174 (Not conclusive)

Rec, N,A, Vol., 1, p.244,252

Rec, N, A, Vol, 1, p.242, 244

Recs N, A. Vol, 1, p.242, 254

Rec. N, A, Vol. 1, p.244

Pub. Vol.18,.pp. 29=-30

Documents Relating to the Colonial History of N.Y.Vol.

Rees. N,as. Vol. 1. p, 240

B.117
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war with Holland. Because in the court action previously
mentioned, Jacques de la Mottbe, Master of the $t. Charles,l
claimed payment for transportation from "Cape 8t. Anthony!
which he mainteins is near Cuba, and because in a suit by
Asper levy vs. Rycke Nounes in which Levy demanded payments
of certain sums advanced "at Gamonike," which Hihner trans-

laotes Jamalca, he holds that the ship came from or via the

West Indles. In connection with the same dispute Rycke Nouw
nes on October 19? 1654 auéd for monies she‘"paid for freight
for him (Asser Levy) from the West Indiea;"zThus Huhner are
gues his case.'

Samusal Oppenheim contende that the 23 Jews who
landed in New Amsterdam in September, 1654 had departed from
Brazll® in one of sixteen ships bound for Holland, follow-
ing the aurrender'of Tuteh Brazil to Portugal, but that one
of the ships was captured by a pirate ship and subsequently
rescued by the 8t. Charles, The Cape "St. Anthony" is a
well-known epot in Brazil. Gamonike was probably the crude
translation of Tamarike or Tamarices, Brazil, The charge for
transportation, 2500 gulldeps, was a fair charge for the voy-
age from Brazil, but would have been lncredibly large for the
trip from Cuba. If the Jews had come frow Cuba they undoubt-
edly would have argued that they Were'being charged exceg-
siveérates.4

The present writer believes that the 23 Jews came

orlginally from Recife or Pernambuco, Brazil, that they were
l' Reco :N'Ao VOlo l. P024O

2. Rec. N,A, Vol., 1, p.254

3. cfe Pub., Vol. 9,pp.75-85

4, of, Pub, Vol, 18,pp.37=-49




captured by a pirate and subsequently rescued by the St.
Cherles which was on its way to New Amsterdam and conge-
quently brought them to New Amsterdam. The Jews had natur-
ally been robbed by the pirates, but had contracted with

de la Mottbe to pay him upon arrival in New Amsterdam,
doubtless believing that other Jews would be in New Ameter=
dam who would aseist them with funds,

Since Barsimson was the only other Jew present,
and himself just arrived, he was 1ln no poeition to advance
the large sum required to satisfy the ship master, Diffi-
culties arose, difficulties that were destined to harass
the Jews of New Amsterdam for several years., The first
trouble was the law suit of de la Mottbe, The court order-
ed that payment be made to him within two days% Three days
later the court orderedrall the goods belonging to all of
the 23 Jews to be sold at auction to satisfy the claim.2
The monies realized from the sale were still ilnadequate; so
" upon request of the ship master David Israel and Moses Am-
brogius wers impriaon@d. The Jows promised to pay if de la
Mot the would walt until money could be forwarded from Holw
land, He agreed and Israel and A mbrosius were evidently
released for no further mentlon is made of their imprison.
ment; nor do other references to the whole affair appear in
the court minutes,

The troubles of the strangers had only started,

W 4o o wh A XY YY e e N ED R

l. Rec, N,A, Vol, 1, p,240
2, ib, p.241
3. Pub, Vvol. 18, p.72




Petrus Btuyvesant, Director General or Governor of New

Netherland, hastened to write on September 22, 1654 to the

Directors of the Dutch Wegt India (Company for permission to
expel the Jews forthwith, Although he dared to do no violert
act in this connection without authorization from his supere
iors in Holland, he proceeded to harass the penniless and
friendless Jews in every possible manner., His nostile atti-
tude which surely oocasioned.spiritual as well as material

discomfort can be inferred by a glance at a lengthy petition

addreassed by the Jews of New Amsterdam to the Directors of
o]

foo

the Dutch West India Company. This communication msks for
the Jews privilegés of residence, travel and trade in New
Netherland and alleges that the Jews deserve good treatment
from the company becauge of thelr proved loyalty Zc Holland,

the Jews will strengthen the country economically, and Jews

5
are among the shareholders of the Dutch West India Company,

The Directors of the Dutch West India Company en-
tertained no affection for the Jews of New Amsterdam, but
recognized in them valuable economic assets. Theécompany wa s
interested primarily in consideratipns of profit, and the
Jews had been valuable to Holland economically; they had

proved loyal in time of war and...Jews were among the chief

Tm mo DL EE A R Ab W e W UG

1. Pub. Volul8.p: 9 £P. . ° 7 oot

2, Pub., Vol, 18,pp.9-11l (found among M,SS. relating to the
Duteh Weet India Company, in the libgary of the Histori-
cal Society of Pennsylvanias at Philadelphia,

3¢ History of the Jews,

4. ib. pp.675-677

5. Doecs, Rel, Col, Hist, N.Y,,Vol, 14, p.315

6o Janvier, Thomas Allibane, The Dutch Founding of New York,
pp. 54, 60.
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shareholders of the company. Stuyvesant received a reply to
his firet letter on April 26, 1655, which was dated January,
1655 saying that though the company would like to grant
Stuyvesantts request, they éan not do so in view of the a=-
bove considerations. On the contrary, Stuyvesant was inform-
ed that the petition of the Jews, Just mentioned, is grant-
ed.l They can live, tra#el, and trade in New Netherland on
condition that they support their poor. O

On March 1, 1655, Van Tienhoven, a crafty, cruel
and thoroughly debased person, the sheriff of New Amstserdamnm,
and the Burgomaateré and Schepens, passed a resolution to
the effect that all Jews must ilmmediately depart.2 In view

of Stuyvesant's avsence from the country, and beoausé the

letter of January, 1655 from Holland had not yet been receiv.

- ed, this action was a meaningless gesture intended only to

intimidate the Jews. No Jews left New Amsterdam.

On March 18, 1655, Rev, Johannes Megapolensis wrote
from New Amsterdam to the classes in Amsterdam, using violent
language in his description of the Jews, and begging that
they be exiled.4

On October 30, 1655, notwithstanding the official
instructions regarding tolerating the Jews which he had re-
celved in Aprll, Stuyvesant again wrote to the Dutch West

s
5

India Company requesting right to banish the Jews,

B 2% the e 46D G GRD B W OB G B GBI

l, Pub., Vvol. 18, pp. 9=-11

2, Rec, N, A, Vol. 1, p, 291

.30 ibo ’

4« Original Narratives of New Netherland,

5, Pub. Vol. 18, pp. 19-20
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A month later Abrsham de Iucena, Salvadore D!
Andrada, and Jacob Cohen, representing the Wew Amsterdam
Jewish Community, protested to the local government thet
although they had received express permission from Holland
to regide, travel and trade, yet it is denied. They peﬁiti-
oned particularly for the right to trade at the recognized
trading posts along the Delaware river and around Albany.l
Thig petition was denied on the ground that guch privileges
would result in enjuries to the general c:omm.unity.2

On March 13, 1656, there was written by the Direce
tors of the Duteh West India Compeny a second letter per-
taining to the Jewe of New amsterdam. All civil and politi-
cal liberties accorded to the Jews in Holland must obtain in
New Netherland, although they may not "carry on their reli-
gion in synagogue," |

In the meantime, the Jews of New Amsterdam had ap-
parently again written to Holland regarding their harsh
treatment, for on Jume 14, 1656 the Directore of the Dutch
West Ihdia,Cumpany sent a wery strong rebuke to Stuyvesant
geverely reprimanding him for insubordination and expressly
declaring that Jews may live, travel and trade and own real
egtate, They may not engage in mechanlcal pursuit, nor the
retail trade; thelr religion may be observed"quietly in
thelr own homes."4 On June 10, 1656, Stuyvesant acquiesced
to the wishes of the company in a letter which stated that
the Jews of his colony would be given righte as ordered by

5

the companys

LY e

l, Docs, Col. Hiet, N,¥Y. Vol, 12, p. 117
2« 1ib, p. 118

3. Pub, Vol. 18, p. 21
4. Docm, C, H, N.¥.pp.350-3%L; Pub, Vol.1l8,p.33(minor cor., in

4

Pub. vol, 18, p,.21 Translation
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Until the year 1658, the lot of the small Jewe

ish community of New Amsterdam was far from pleasant. The

general population had long groaned under the yoke of an
arietocratic and stupid government, The Dutech West India
Company was not a colonizing organization, but a hugé ¢ Oll=
mercial corporation interested in monetary returns. It was
invested with most of the prerogeti ves of government, It
built forts, instituted legislative and Judlciary procesmes,
made tresties and wars.l In its territory of New Nether-
land slmost exclusive authority was centered in the person
of the governor. He rui@d arrogantly, stupidly and harshly.2
The resultes were apparent: the people found the business
of earning a livelihood difficult-.and there waeg persistent
danger of attack from the Indiang who had been made hostile
by the inexcusable brutalities of the governors.
Although the territory had been established by thg

Dutch as early as 1623 the population grew very slowly.4
This fact may be due to the facts mentioned, but surely the
general religious intoderance of the Dutch Reformed Church

- was likewime responsible, The population of New Amsterdam
was cosmopolitan; people had come there from everywhere and

gpoke no less than 18 languasges. Rich and poor, prominent

and obscure, every element of society was represented in

b e

i

that strugegling village. To have ruled capably, unusual

diplomacy and other abilities were necessary,

L, Vallentine,David Thomas,History of the City of N.Y. p.23

2. Docs, Col, Hist. N.Y. Vol. 14 pp. 102«109, 315.

3. Innes, J.H., New Amsterdam and its People. pp. 99,137,183-184

4, 0'Callaghan, E.B., The Documentary History of the State of
New York, Vol.2, p,540, Jameson, 392-393.
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But the governors were the instruments of a duelness
organization, the directors of which were far removed from
the mscene and who were, furthermore, greatly disappointed
because the economic return from New Netherland was s0
small. The whole population suffered from these sad con-
ditions. Frequently did they uoﬁpl&in to Holland and fre-
quently were the governors“}ebuked. Until 1658, the Uews
were burdened not merely by this unsatisfactory environ-
ment, but, in addition, they labored under lmportant restriqu
tions until 1657,

They céuld not trade at the trading post, and
they were not permitted to have retall stores, nor to own
real property. The neighboring Indiang had become hostile.

It seemed impossible to earn a livelihood. They were taxed

~in lieu of service in the Burgher Guard,

A gallent war, waged against the general intolerw
ance, became finally successful., The indefatigable efforte
of individual Jews, particularly of Asser Levy, made an im-
pression.

By 1658, the Jews of New Amsterdam had won the
following rights: of citizenship, of serving in the military
organization, of operating retail @st&bliahmenta} and of
trading in the surrounding tervitory.

The Jewlesh community began to grow when the restric-
tions were removed, New names appear in the records. TFrom
this time until today the New York Jewiwsh Community has en-
Joyed with few comparatively unimportant interruptions those

1, This.privilege had veen accorded from the veginning though
legal restriction presumably prevented it.
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privileges which the general population have accorded to

them.
BARLY RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE JEWS IN NE8W YORK CITY

In 1660, Moses Lucena asked permission of the

court to be licensed as & "sworn butcher." This request

T S B

was granted. In taking oath the record states that it was

P T

Yagreaably to the oath of the Jews, having first requested
not to be bound to kill any hogs; which was allowed him."l
The court records of June 3, 1658 include the folldwing:
"Adrian Keyser, Plaintiff ve Jacob farsimson, A Jew, Defen-
dant, Though Defendant is absent, yet no default ig enter 1
ed againgt him as he was summoned on his Sabbath."l

The sanctity of the_Sabbath wag recognized by the
government ag early as 1658 and as early as 1660 definite
indication of a shoket at work in New Amsterdam! Under
these encouraging conditions and with a growing commnity
it 18 almost certain that a congregation was established bew
fore the year 1660, holding services in the homes of the
memvers of the group, having a shoket and probably their

Hazan or minister. That congregation formed the beglnnings

of the first Jewlsh congregation in the present United

S S B i

oAz

States, It was the beginning of the She'erith Israel congre-
gation which etill exists in New York City.

In & Hebrew manugeript written by Sampeson Simson,
and probably deli ered at the commencement exerciwses of Col-

umbia College in 1800 when he graduated from that institution,

- he gtated that the Jews worshipped in private rooms . .in their
1, Rec, N,A, Vol., 7, p.261
2, Reo. N,A, Vol, 2, p.396
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, 1 §
dwellings ungil the year 1730. The synagoglie wag unquestion-

ably in existence in the year 1682 and probably before that
date,g The firet Hazan of the congregation was probably Saul
Brown during the Dutoh period. 1In 1691 a specific hall of
worship was uaed.kJThe location of the firet synagogue site
has been fixed as having been a;tuated on the northweateran
side of Mill 8treet near the site of the second aynagogue.‘
This %?nagogue mnust surely have been in gxiatence before
l700.p Reference has been made tq the first synagogue by

a reputable non-Jewish historian, In the minute books of
the congregation, attention i¢ directed to certain rggula-
tione enacted,approxinately, or during the year 1706f3 Judah
Monis wase Qrobably the Hazan of Sheerith Israel before the
year 1722.” Upon their arrival in New Amgsterdam the Jews
formed their congregation, meeting in the homes of individ-
usls until about 1685 when they rented a hall which was used
as & synagogue. A rented hall was employed for the purpose
until 1729 when the first synagogle structure, built by the

8
communlty of New York for that specific purpose was erected.

WD D 4T 0B @R G 63 By iy Bl OO 6B KR Gy @5

ls Pub, Vol, 27, p. 374
2, Pub. Vol, 21, pe 13; Pub. Vol. 3,pp.46-47

3, Cohen, p. 62 :
4+ Pub, Vel., 21, p. 217
IR Pub. Vol, 8, PP 36;38 ;39

6. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 1

7. Pub. Vol.22, p. 1

8w Detalled reference to the first synagogue building will be
made elsewhere in this paper.
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Not only did the Jews enjoy freedom of worship

in the community of New Amsterdam, but as early as the year

1
1656 had a separate Jewlsh cemetery. This is the oldest

Jewish cemetery in New York,zand the oldest in the present
United states, The possession of this cemetery undoubtedly
marked the beginnings of Jewlsh communal life in this coun-
try. The oldest grave that can be identified in it is that
of Benjamin Bueno de Mesquita who was buried in the year
1683.3 The tombstone on this grave, which was imported, the
deceased having been & man of means, was strangely enou@h,‘
placed flat on the ground covering the grave.4

The Jews, through their committee composed of
Abraham de Iumcena, Salvador D'Andrada and Jacob Cohen, had
petitioned Stuyvesant and his council for cemetexry grounds
ae early as July, 1655, Their request was refused with the
statement that the Jewish community did not, at the time,
need a cemetery, but advised the Jews that when the neces-
gity is present, grounds will be made available for cemetery
purposes, On February 22, 1656, the council was again ask-
ed fof cemetery facilities and this time a committee of the
councll was suthorized "to point out to the petitioners a
little hook of land situate outeide of this city for a burial
place."é

l, History of the City of New York, Van Rensselaes, Mrs., S.
New York, 1909, 2 volumes, Vol, 1, p.450

2. Pub., Vol. 27, p., 272

3. Pub, Vol, 1, p. 91

4, 1ib, p. 92

5 Pub, Vvol, 18, p. 7%

6. Pub, Vol, 18, pp. 75-76
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In the year 1903, a tablet was e¢rected on the
walls of the cemetery stating that it was consecrated in
the year 1656 and was the firet in the United statea.l

The section characterized as "outside the city"
began at the water gate,which was located approximately
at the present corner of Pearl and Wall Streeta/and extend~
ed to the present Fulton Street,and on to its junction with
Chatham,and on to Hariam.’ This mection had been sliced into
farms or Boweries but because of the Indian warfare they had
been deserted by the colonists before the arrival of the
Jews in New Amsterdam, Samuel Oppénheim. a thorough student,
afteyhaving made examination of every available sourée ine
cluding every deed or other ancient doocument containing
reference to the section, states that he can find no evidence
that the grant by the Dutbh to the Jews in 1656 of land for
a cemetery in a spot "outaidé the city" was located in New
Bowery near Qliver Street and Chatham Square, Becauge of
the foregoing statement there can not be absolute certainty
regarding the location ef the first cemetery or even concérne
ing the exact date upon which a cemetery was granted.

There can be little doubt, however, that the Jew-
ish community did have its cemetery in very early times.
Surely there would be evidence of complaint were thig not
true. The Jews, who enjoyed other privileges must surely

have had a cemetery. Regarding the matter of location, one

can not be too certain. It has been generally accepted

TR AN B 0 QR G o wm B G WS

10 Pubo VOl' 31a P- 77
20 of. Daly pp. 35-38, . . .00, 0.
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heretofore that the first synagogue‘was located i% the
New Bowery near Chatham Sqguare and Qliver Street.

The cemetery was naturally an integral part of the
gynagogue., We cannot be sure whether synagogue organiza-
tion followed the establisghment of the cemetery or whether
the possession of the cemetery called for an orgsanized
: congregation, From the recordsccontained in the minute
‘ books of the congregation, containing original material from
the year 17238 and following, it is spparent that the cemetery
g?s ag affiliated organization of the She'erith Israel congrega-
tion,”

The history of the cemeteries of the synagogue may
e summarized as follows:

The first addition to the original oemetgry grounds
was made in the year 1730 at a cost of $150.00. Again in the
yvear 1781, when the cemetery grounds were extended, the walls
around the old portion were repaired. ". The cemetery in 1789,
was evidently violated in some manner, for on July 235th of that
year the congregation proteﬁtedsto tne Mayor of the city "in
Regard to Inoroachments" there,

By the year 178%, a committee of the congregation was |
authorized to "superintend the Bgth Hayyim". In that year the con-
gragation owned 135 own hearse. A chapel was probably present in
the cemetery lot, It was the dgty of the Shamash of the synagogue
to be caretaker of the cemetery.

Another cem@tery was purchased in 1805 on Eleventh Btreet,
near Bixth Avenue, Part of these grounds were sold in the year
1835 and still snother cemetery wsas purchased on Twenty-First 8t.
This lasgt property was used by the congregation for cemetery pur—
poges until after the year 1850, ’

Ven Rensselaer Vol.l p.450,Wiernik p.66, Pub.Vol.31,p.77.
Ref, hag already been made to this fact.

Pub, Vol. 37 p.2399, Pub. 2L, pp 7-8.

Pub, Vol. 21 p.6B

Pub., Ibid pp 1023-103

Pub, Ibid p 220
Pub, Vol, 237 p, 5O
Pub, Vol, 31 p. 80
Pub. Ibid p. 190.
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THE POSITION OF THE JAWS IN THE GENERAL COMMUNITY

Since the first trying years following the
settlement of the Jews in New Netherland, the community
apparently encountered little diffi alty on religiocus
grounds. Although the policy of the British government
caused it to extend to its colonial populations the same
restrictions and privileges that obtain in England} it ap-
peers that the splrit of this poliey was not enforced in
New York under British control from 1664 to 1783, 1In
England the Jews suffered from humiliating restrictions
at least until the year 1732? wut in New York this gitus-
tion did not prevail., The tolerance extended te the Jews
was cauged in part by the good character of the Bnglish
governors and was in some measure due to the good citizen-
ship of the Jewish community.

As early as the year 1657 Asser Levy had loaned
money to the ILutherans to aid them in bullding a church
edifice, There were Jewlish contributions to the fund es=-
tablished for bullding the original Trinity chnrch,4and
it has been pointed out that in 1711 when the steeple of
Trinity church was erected, the Jews contributed fundakfor
the purpose., In the year 1682, a number of Jews attended
religious services at the Dutch Ref ormed Church? One wone
ders why., It may have been for purposes of expediency....

in order to secure good will, But more likely it was meredy

l. Puba Vol. 6; po‘ 91 ffo
2' ibo po 90

3. Pub, Vol, 6, p, 125
4. Pub, Vol, 27, p. 383
5. ib. p., 382

6o Pub, vol, 6, p. 126
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a gesture of good will on the part of the Jews,

Nathan Simaon and Samuel Levy were elected con
gtables in New York on Septemiﬂr 29, 1718, Simeon was the
grandfather of Sampson Simson, attorney, busineses leader
and founder of Mount Sinai hospital} Jacob Franks, one of
the most infiuential men of the colony was the King's only
business agent for the Northern Colenies during the Frenoch
and Indian War.z

BExcept for an ccecasion in 1685 when the magis-
trates of New York City refused to permit the Jews to wore
ship in public and with the exception of the hectic elec-
tion of 1737, when Jews were not allowed to be witnesses,
and this only temporarily, no evidencees of Anti-Semitio
diserimination was practiced in the early history of New
York City. v

That there were individuals who disliked Jews
can safely be apsumed, and that euch individuals caused
discomfort to the Jewish community can likewise be taken for
granted, In this connection a letter written to the editor
of the New York Weekly Journal on May 16, 1743, describing
a Jewish funeral at which those who "dare stile themselves
Christians,.......insulted the Dead in suoh a vile manner that,
to mention all would shock the human ear." The writer de-
plored the aoctions of the "unthinking wretches:" yet he said
that he, himeelf, had disliked the Jews but had returned from

1. Pub, Vol. 25, p, 87
2, Pud, Vol, 21, p, 15
3+ Pub, Vol, 13, p. 9
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the funeral "a better friend to that nation which was so
much ridiculed and:despised by ours.® Theffuneral mention-
ed was probably that of Abrsham Ieaaca.l :

In the year 1727, the colenial legisglature of New
York enacted a law providing that a Jew might omit the
phrase "upon the true faith of a Christian® when taking the
oath of abjuration.z The Jews were characterized by Lord
Cobe in England in the year 1628 as infidels and therefore
they could not be regarded as competent witnesses, In 1667
the Bnglish Court of King's Bench rendered the unanimous de-
cision that Jews were competent witnesses and seventeeh years
later, the same matter having been discugsed in the Bnglish
Court of Chancery, the same verdiet'was made. Unquestione
ably long before Juptice Wilias, in 1732? gald thet Jews had
for a long time been glving legal téstimohy in Englend, the
Jews of Colonial New York were enjoying ﬁhat privilege.

In general, there is little evidence to support
the notion that the Jews, individually or as a group, achieved
great prominence or prestige in the community before the
War of the Americen Revolution., The published volumes of
Documents Relating to the Colonial History of New York, the
documentary material found in the collections made by 0!'Calla-
ghan, the original data of the Néw York Historical Society,

pe well a8 the sarlier court minutes in the Records of New

Amsterdam, all of which have been patiently searched, fail

e oam e e e o e as e Mg

1. Pub, Vol, 31, p, 240-241 and note
2. Pub, vol, 8, p, 136

3. Pub, Vol, 13, pp. 9-10

4 ibid; cf. Pub. Vol, 2%, p. 87




té reveal much reference to the Jews. In those instances
where Jews are mentioned, there 1s little indication of
great influence orprominence attached to the Jews. On the
contrary, whenever an important document is mentioned or an
important happening recorded relative to which the names of
leading members of the population of the city of New York
are mentioned, the names of Jews are omitted. In the year
1761 when a Proclemation was igsued on the occasion of the
pocesglion to the throne of lingland of George III no Jéews
ish names are to be found among the signatures of the docu-
men'b.l _

Prior to the Revolutionary War the Jewish community
of New York lived quietly and unobtrusively, enjoying libe
erties seldom interrupted and then only temporarily. They
achieved no fame, no soclal prominence, But since the records

are so eilent, it may be inferred that they lived in peace

.ens 2t leant tolerated,

THE ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IN
BARLY TIMES
From the very beginning the Jews of New Amsterdam
plunged into the economic life of the community, They may
not have gained great wealth rapidly, but they did prosper
and many Jews of early New York did become exceedingly wesalthy.
As early as October 1ll, 1655, after having been in the coun-

try for only thirteen months, seven Jews voluntarily cone

WD e s an o ey G5 G a0 w00 @

l. New York Historical Society
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triduted some 512 florins for the purpose of securing the
city apgeinst attacks by Indianslout of a total of 6,305
florins collected from fe entire community. Seven Jews
gave gome 8% of the total subscription, although they CONe
gtituted only a fraction more than 3% of the subscribers.

No contribution of more than 100 florine was received from
any individual save Governor Stuyvesant, who gave 150 florins,
and several ship owners, who in their abeence from the city,
were assessed 150 florins each, The general average of the
contributions was 25,6 florins per’donor; but the average
smong the Jews was more than 73 florina.2

These Jews Contributed as follows:

Name o As written in record
Abraham de Lucena ~fl. 100 Abraham La Cina
Joseph D'Acosta fl. 100 Jogeph de Coster
David de Ferers 1, 100 David Frerie
Slavador Dt Andrada fl. 100 Salvader Dandrado
Jacob Cohen Henriques £f1. 100 Jacob Cawyn
Jacob Barsimson fl, & = Jacob Barstinsen
Asser Levy fl. 6 Assayr Leevens 3

.In erder to have made such considerable contri-

butions it ies obvious that at least five members of the

Jewish community were favorably situated economically., Yet ‘§
this appears impossible becaupe of the burdensome restrice ?
tions under which they labored. The fact is Jews were en-
gaged in the retall trade from the very beginning of their

residence.in New Amsterdam.

oD G D R G @ AR B W W R ) S R T O

l, The name "Wall Street" probably is derived from the fact

' that a wall of defense was erected on the site of the
present street of that name,

2. cof. Rec, N,A, Vol, 1,pp.366-375, The various averages
were computed on the basis of the figures given.

3+ ib, p,371. Just why the Jews contributed such dispropor-
tionately large sume is difficult to understand, Unless it
wae occasioned by the desire to win privileges by ridiculous
ly extreme civiec generosity,
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‘Jacob Barsimgon was a menchant immediately after

hig arrival., He became a general trader.l In & court ac-
tion brought by Cornelis Van Tienhoven agalnsgt Abraham de
Iucena under date of March 1, 165%, the latter was charged
with the e¢rime of keeping open @tore "during the Sermon, and
sold by retail."z In a memorandum listing various matters
for deliberation of the local governmental officers, the
follewing item appears, "Of keeping @pen‘wmrg and eselling
by retail pfactised to the present time both by Jews and |
all foreignars."31t is significant, too, that though the
Jews often'complained because they ware}not accorded the
privilege: of trade at the trading posts in adjacent terri-
tory, as has previously been pointed out, they made no C oM
plaints regarding restrictions pertalning to the retail
trade nor requests for suah privileges, Had these been de=
nied, they surely would have battled for such rights.

Jacob‘cohen 80ld nails4and imported tobacco from
Curacas. Aaéer Levy conducted a retail business and sold
goods on eredlt. Levy, well known as the champion of the
Jews in tpeir fight fof rights, became well known in the
~community at large. His influence may be gléaned from the
fact that his name frequently appea?s a8 executor of wills
of non-Jews as well as Jews,7Jos§ph,D'Acoata wag evidently

engaged in retail trade in 1658,
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l. Rea N.A, Vol, 2, pp.2-3, p.8

2, Rec., N,A, Vol, 1,pp.290«.291

3+ Rec. N.,A, Vol, 2, p.262

4, Rec, N, A, Vol, 2, p.416,419

50 Pubo .VOlo 2: },3.80

+ Rec, N,A, Vol. 7, p.4 ' '

7. Pub. Vol, 8, pp.20-22, Levy was probably Shohet of the
New York Congregation in the year 1660, c¢f, Docs, Rel.
:Hiﬁt@ Nan III! P.75-76.

8. Rec. N,A, Vol. 2, p,416
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In addition 4o the retail trade in which the Jews

b
i

engaged from the beginning, they were prominent importers

end exporters, It has repeatedly been pointed out by writers

that the Jews led in this commercial mctivity. The reason

is almost obvious, It was not due, as has been stated, to the

fact that the Jews could not engage in retall tradeilbut

rather, as has been sLgeested, to the fact that in the per-

i0d of history we are eonsider@ng 1t was exceeodingly diffi.

cult to carry on business because of the privateering that

was prevalent and because the national jeslousies and re-

gentment were strong. The Jews felt a comforting feeling

of kinship, however, with other Jews no matter how far flung. @
Murthermore, the Jews could easily communicate with one
another because of common language...and Jewe lived in most
of the commercial oapitals'of the world, A glorious econ-
omie apportunity was placed within the grasp of the Jews of
early New York and that opportunity was instantly seized and
gradually‘exploited.ﬂ |

In the year 1656, Joshua Mordecal Henrigues im-

ported Jewelry while he and Salvador D'Andrada importad to-

i

bacco., He also imported goods from Holland, Abraham de
4 .
Ivcéna likewise traded in tobacco and in brandy. De Lu?ena
- 2
owned at least one commercial vesmel and imported wine.
1. Jewish Encyclopoedia, Vol. 9, p.260 '
2, Cohen, pp.68-72; Pub. Vol. 2, p.78; Pud, Vol, 10, pp.46-47;
Pub, Vol, 14, p. 221
30 Pub. VOl. 29 p. 81
4, Rec, N.A., Vol. 1, pp.306-307
5, Pub, Vol. 18, p. 87
6. Pub, Vol., 2, p, 8




One writer holds the position that the Jews of the

colonies, not the least among which was the New York communi.
ty, through their commerclal activity gave the colonies the
basis of their economic future? Another student of the sub-
ject writes that the Jews were among the chief importers and
exporters of early New York.2 They traded chiefly wlith mere
chants of Holland, London, Curacap, St. Thomas and other for-
eign countries, Joseph Bueno imported bragndy, tobacco, cof-
fee, copper, sugaf, Jewelry and negroes. The same Bueno
loaned money to Lord Bellmont.4 Judging by the tax list of
1695.1700, Bueno ownéd more resl property than any of the
other Jewish residents gf New York. The same individual 2
traded with 8t. Thomas, | !

Although considerable commerce was carried on L
through business associates abroad, the Jews of early New
York, even as early as the Dutch period were prominent tra-
ders with the colonies nearby. They traded with Rhode Is-
land, David Ferera imported tobacco from Virginia.B He leas-
ed & gouae in 1655 and deposited 600 guilders security for

rent. He bwught auit to recover 400 florins due him and ree

: 10 A
ceived a favorable verdict. David Acosta also imported tobacw
11l
co from the same colony, Isaac IBrael shipped merchandiase

12
the Delaware, Jacob IMcena's shipping of hoslery to Albany
; 13

occasloned two court actions.
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1o Cohen, p. 68 ' 8. Rec. N.A, Vol, 2, p‘401'402
2, Pub, Vol, 14, p. 221 ' 9. Pub, Vol, 18, p. 87

'10. Rec. N,A, Vol., 6, Dpp.401=402

Pub, Vol. 2,p. 8% *1l. Pub, Vol, 20, pp 88 The
N. Y, Historical Society ! names may have been confused
Collection of 1911 ' by the writer of this article
Pub, Vol, 28, p. 215 '12, Doce. Col. Hist. N,Y, Vol.l1l2
Pub, Vol. 6, p. 67 ! pp. 47-48 cites court action

arising from negligence of tk
ship captain in transporting
. Isrsel's goods,
13. Rec. N,A, Vol,6, pp.298,312
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: The tax lists for the years immediately before
1700 1nclﬁde a house belonging to Moses Levy.l Issac H,
Levi & Co. "personal estate valued at 50 pounda."2 It is
possible that this organization was engaged in the money
lending business, At this period there were Jewish money
g lenders in New York. Mras., Rebecca Gomez was taxed for a
house valued at 400 pounds which was situated at 23 Water
Street and for another house appraised at 1,000 pounds at
213 Queens Stﬁeet.4 Isaac M, Gomer was taxed for personal
property valued at 100 pounds, Daniel Coen (Cohen) owned
a houge located at 22 Maiden Lane which was taxed on a valua-
tion of 500 pounds.,

The Jewish populatibn had achiéved prominence be=
fore the Revolutionary War in one important respect, through ;
their successful commercial enterprises., This recognition |
had been gained even before 1664.7 Surely it grew after that
date, Reference to the expansion of the'economic gtatus of

the New York Jewish community after the period of the Anmerican

Revolution will be made later in this paper.

l. N,Y, Hist. 8Soc. Collection Vel, 1910-1911, pp. 5, 39,
69, 110, etc.

2, ib, Vol, 2, p.325

3. Pub, Vol. 2, pp. 85-86

4, N, ¥, Hist. Soc. Vol, 2, p, 399

5, db. p. 372

6. W, Y. Hist., 8oe. Col. Vol, 2, p.372

7. As has been indicated by the writer in connection with
privileges granted as well as by commercial activity.
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CONGREGATIONAL ADMINISTRATION

At a meeting of the congregation held in Sep-
tember 1728, the following officials were in the émploy
of the synagopue: The Hazan, Moses Lopez de Fonseca,
whose salary was 50 pounds per year together with a aup;
ply of wood, and matzos for Pasaover.l Samuél Bar Meyer
was Bodek;ghe was alsoShohet, The two terms wereenployed
in the congregational minute books synonymously at times.
More frequently the two terms were used together, as
“sholiet and Bodek." NMeyer's salary was 20 pounds per ane
num which was increased to 30 pounds on May 27, 1729 on
the condition that the congregational treasury would be
able to afford the additional expense, As will be ssen
frequently in this paper, salaries were often increased
on the same condition. Valentine Campanale waé‘the Shamas

with a salary of 16 pounds plus a supply of wood and matzos,
The Hazan

David Mendez Machado relieved Moses Lopez de
Fonseca on September 1, 1736 of his duties as Hazan. This
was & temporary arrangement which became permanent when

Lopéz who had gone to Curacao resigned on January 30, 1737,

At this time Maohédo was duly elected Hazan at an honor=

arium of 40 pounds annually together with wood and matzos
l, Pub, Vel. 21, p.4
8. 1ibid
30 ibv, P 15
4, ib, P 4
5. ib. p. 30

4
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~and an agreement to be paid 10 pounds additional if there

would be funds available. Machado was also to receive pay=

ment from the children whom he would teach ih a “"publick

school in due form for teaching the Hebrew language."l
On Qctober 9, 1747 Machado's salary was increaan

ed by 20 pounds and on March 17, 1748 Benjamin Pereyra was

elected Hazan at a salary of 50 pounds per annum plus per=

quisites derived from fees for handling Kosher meat? Hazan

Isaac Pinto next served the congregation. In 1759 he had

ocoasion to write to the congregation begging forgiveness

for past wrongs, He was reinstated and his salary was rais-

ed on October 7, 1762 by the amount of 10 pounda.B On Decem-

ber 15, 1765, he gave notice of resignation.4 His difficule
ty may have been occasioned by his radical religious ideas.

In 1766 Pinto published an'English tranglation of the Pray-

er Book., This is an important fact because he stated as

hig reason for publishing the book that Hebrew was either

imperfectly understood or not at all, The book, though trans-

lated into Bnglish, did not depart from the Sephardlc ritual.6

On June 8, 1766 Isaac Cohen da Silva was elected Hazan at a

salary of 80 pounds plus wood and matzos.7

The duties of the Hazan in 1728 were listed as
follows: He must attend all religious seryicea. That is

he muét be at services twice on each week day and three times

1. Pub, vol. 21, p.36

2, Pub, Vol, 21, pp. 56-5/

3+ Pub, Vol. 21, p,

4, Pub, Vol, 21, pp. 9lu9?

5. Pub, Vol., 13, p. 113; Pinto also wrote in orderly arrange-
ment & list of the Hascaboth previously listed only
in memory and gave attention to the records and re
ports of the congregation, cf, Pub, Vol, 11,p.152-153

6. Pub, Vol. 30, pp.56«57
7. Pub, Vol, 21, p., 92




on Babbathe and holldays "to perform prayers and what

more belonge to his function.¥ He was the minister of

the congregation. Besides all these duties the Hazan issues
certificates for all Kosher beef that is shipped out of the
eity and is responsible for proper branding of the same,

He was glven extra remuneration for such Bervicea.l In their

letters to Curacao, London and elsewhere, written at differ-

- ent times, and asking that Hazanim be recommended, the quale

ities demanded are reminiscent of a passage in the prayer
2
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The Hazan must have an agreeable personslity, ap=
pearance and voice quality. BExcept for a brief interrup-
tion, the Hazanim of the congregation, in addition to all
other duties, contracted to ingtruct the children., The

dotails of such arrangements will be discussed elsewhere

~in this paper.

At a meeting of the congregation held on July 13,
1768 the members were informed that Gershom Seixas had ap=
plied for the position of Hazan, Da Silva having been dig-
missed, He was thereupon elected by unanimous vote at a

salary of 80 pounds, He was to be supplied, moreover, with

‘& home for which he would pay no rent and was to be pupplied
1‘9 Pubn VOJ.. 21-, ]_3. l; Pubo VDlt 27) p.?
2+ of, Pub, Vo1, 27, pp. 10-1l
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with wocd-and matzos., Selxas served the congregation long
and sgplendidly, He was the leader of the congregation un-
til the year 1816 when death ended his ministrations as
Hazan, This long period was interrupted only by the war
of the Revolution during which time Seixas was in Stratford,
Connecticut and Philadelphia.2

From the very beginning Selxas was put under the
necesslty of asking repeatedly for increases of salary. On
January 1, 1775 he delivered an ultimatum to the effect that
his salary must be raised to 140 pounds per annum or he

3

would not serve longer, Since no reply came to him he wrote
again on March 29 asking for an immediate answer.4 The cone
gregation decided to offer Seixas 100 pounds, This amount
he refused agreeing to serve for one more quarter (of a year)
at the rate of 100 poundS'or would remein longer at a salary
of 120 pounds. The congregation being unable to meet the
demand, Selxas resigned and the school teacher, Abraham Is,
Abrahams was requested to officiate on the following Sabbath.
Jugt four days later the congregationéagreed to pay Hazan

Selxas 120 pounds which was accepted.
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L. Pub, Vol. 21: PP. 100101

2, Thisg period will be consldered at a later date.
3. Pub, Vol, 21, p. 133

4, ib. p. 135

5, Pub, Vol, 21, p, 136

60 ibo ppo 137“135
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The Shohet and Bodek

ICCTIED MR

When Solomon Meyer died in 1729, Solomon Hart bee
came the Shphet,rbeing paid 20 pounds per annum and wood
and matzos, Abraham Pinto succeeded Hart with the same sal-
ary. On October 17, 174% Pinto's salary was definitely
inereased 5 pounds and a further increase of the same amount
was promised should there be sufficlent funds at the end of
the year.2 On August 5, 1759 Johann Jacobs was elected Sho-
het at a salary of 25 pounds per year. His salary was ine
ereased by 10 pounds on Ndvember 11, 1759, oOn April 22,
1765, Jacobs having resigned, Jonas Philips was elected his
successor at a.salary of 35 pounds, On December 3, 1769
Philips gave three months notice of resignation whereupon
Hart Aaron was elected on a salary basis which brought him
“the benefit of tongues! in addition to his remuneration of
25 pounds per Mear.4

By November 25, 1770 Hart Aaron had been discharge
ed and Moshe bar Bliezer was elected at the samse salary.s
Un December 23, 1771 Moses Lazarus became Shohet.6 On Novem-
ber 8, 1772 Abraham Chavas was elected Shohet relieving one
Lazarus who had taken the position only temporarily.  Chavas
proved incapable, and Hart Jacobs took the office, Jacobs
wap dismissed on November 6, 1774, becaﬁae he refused to
submit himseelf to an examination for his qualifications,

1, Pub, Vvol., 21, p. 4%
2. 1b. p. 48

3. ib. p. 79

4, ib, p. 107

50 i.bo p. 108"' 109
6, ib, p. 111

7. ib. W, ll4.ll5
8. 1b, p. 126
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He was reinstated and resigned on February 5, 1775.

Hart Aaron now succeeded Jacobs but Aaron resigned during the
Spring or summer of 1775 due to the inadequacy of his salary?

The duties of the Shohet pertained to the slaugh-
tering of animals for use of members of the congregation,

In 1729 it was stipulated that he was to "Kill at several
places sufficiently for the whole congrepation, and must sub-
mit to an examination in the Dinimz"(laws), the examination
to be conducted by the Hazan or by any shohet whom the Hae
zan might select for the purpos@.4 Later, as we have seen

the duties of the Bhohet became more extensive since he was
charged with the task of slaughtering beef for export abroad
and to surrounding country.

Since the Jewish community was too small to sup-
port a Jewish butcher, a rather interesting arrangement was
effected with non~Jewish butchers whereby the sShohet would
kill and inepect meats and stamp those parts which the Jews
could eat. This setamping or sealing mant that ho 8homer was
necesgary, a fact gleaned fronm a letter written by the con-
gregation to the Haham of Jumaica, a letter replying to s
complaint by the Jamaica Jewish community repgarding the stamp-
ing of meats imported from New York.6 |

A considerable portion of the Shohet's salary
was Ugually derived from the payments made to the congregae
tion by the non-Jewish butchers., The latter benefitted be= |
cause thelr slaughtering was done by the Shohet of the
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1. Pub. Vol, 21, p, 127

2, 1b, p. 134
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congregation and becausge of increased business due to
Jewlish patronage.l The Shohet wag frequently given certain
specified parts of meats which he could sell and thus in-
creasge his income.2 At times the Shohetim were paid a fee
for each large animal slaughtered for export. Thus the
Bhohet collected a regular salary from the congregation,
received pergquisites from butchers and fees for exported
Kosher beef.

The congregation was compelled to endeavor to cone-
trol the Kosher food supply of early New York City in order
to enable it to have a Shohet to insure fair prices of Ko
sher food and to make certain that no members of the con-
gregation would be compelled to ealt trefah meats, At times
independent Shohetim would attempt to effect priﬁate Arrange-
ments with butchers, compéting with the Shohet of the con-

4

gregation and reducing his revenue, In such instances, the
rl
J

congregation would simply declare the meat trefah., It also
decreed "No Casheer Beef be shipt or sent away from this
place"éby any member of the congregation except through the
Hazan,

The Jews were occasionally enraged because butchers
would affix false Jewish seals to meat, This occurred in

1796 when the Jews made complaint and the Common Council ore
7

dered that the license of the offender be suppressed, In

1805 the congregation appealed to the Mayor De Witt Clinton
1, Pub, Vol. 25, pp.45-46

20 ib. Pe. g

3' ibn _po 4‘4‘

4, Pub, Vol, 21, pp.l23-124

5. Pub. Vol. 25, p. 53

6. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 1

70 Pu.bn VOlw 25 P. 32
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becaupe of a similar happening. The result was that the
1

offender was no longer allowed to act as a butcher,

The Shamash

Begides the Hazan and the Shohet and Bodek,
the congregation employed, as early as the year 1728, a
Shamas.u In that year Valentine Campanall occupied the post ﬁ
commanding the salary of 16 pounds plus a supply of wood
and matzos,

‘The duties of Campanall were expressly mention.
ed. He was"to call the Yechidims" to synagogue service
and was expected to summon to "Selicoth" those whose names
would be given to the Shamas for that purpose. He must
keep the synagogue candlesticks 1n‘a clean conditlion, make
candles and keep the cistern supplied with water, On May
14, 1753 it was specified that in addition to the duties
of the Shamas alresdy understood, he must act as caretaker
l. Pub, Vol. 25, pp. 33-35
2., Pub, Vol, 21, p.

3. ib.
4. 1idb.

5
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of the cemetery, attend all B'ritha and funerals and be
responsible for keeping the "Tamid" always lighted.l On
April 29, 1759 the Shamas was required to set aside a
part of his house for the purpose of baking Matzoth. It
was further gtipulated that if, in the judgment of the con.
gregation's officials, it were necessary, the Shamas must
board and lodge (poor) persons, The salary of the Shamas
was increased by giving him his house without charging
rent becauge of the last obligations required of him. In
1759 the requirement regarding the baking of matzos was
changed, The Shamas must bake the cakes and not merely ;
set aside room for the purpose.a

The Shamas was consistently required by the cone
gregation to board and lodge indigent persons, the conw
gregation paying for the board only, A duty of the Shamas
not yet listed refers to keeping the Bath cleaned and heat-

ed, Begides all these tasks performed by the Shamas he must

vieit the homes of the members of the congregation on Fri-

“day afternoons and on the eves of the holidays.

Riby Kelonimos Bar Samuel sgucceeded Campanall on
January L, 1744, Upon hiz death soon afterward, Campanall

resumed his old position., Upon the death of Campanall,
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Blias Solomons was elected by the congregation on May 14,
1
1763 at a salary of 20 pounds and matzoth but no wood.

On April 29, 1759 Judah Israel became Shamas with a sal-

ary arrangement whereby he was to be paid a salary of

10 pounds per arnmum, 7:10 pounds ag an allowance for wood,
rent of house free and matzos.g Israel's salary was ine
creaged on June 4, 1760 by 10 pounds and 40 shillings wae
added for wood to heat the Bath and water,B Judah Israel
was the next Shamas, In 1768, when he was dismissed for
insubordination, Abraham Israel Abrahams, the school teach-
er, also called Ribbi and Rabbi, acted temporarily in the
capacity of Shamas. ITsrael apologlized and continued in
his positicn.4 Levy Israel, the Shamas followlng Judah
Israel received an increase of salary after having petition
ed for the same. On December 4, 1774 one Judah Levy was
Shemas, He wag granted one Yloade wood and carty &ca" for

heating the building for the meetings of the trustees of

the congregation,

1, Pudb, Vol, 21, p. 69
2. ib. p. 80

3. ib. p. 83

4, ib. pp.95-97

5. ib. p. 116




34,

THE PARNAS;AND HIZ BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The official in whose person was centered the
greategt degree of authority in the congregation was the
Parnag, When elected Parnas, an individual must serve

1
in the office or pay the rather large fine of 3 pounds,

e

The amount of the fine was soon increased to 16 pounds.
Only & married man and one who had at some previous time
served as one of the Hatanim was eligible for the position
of Parnas.j He presided at all congregational meetings4

of whatever nature. In his sbsence the following offici-
aleg in the order stated assumed ocharge: oldest elder,

any elder, Hatan Torah, Hatan Bereshith andvfin&lly the

oldest ordinary member of the congregation. In the earli-

est exiesting congregational records we find that the Par-

nas was invested with augficient authority to appoint two
"Hatanims" ae assistents and more.....the Parnas together
with his two appointed aides have the power 1o select the
following Parnas., The Parnag not merely could exert great

control through his personal authority, but through the

1. pub. Vol, 2, p. 2
:2. ibo ppo 490 73’ 57
3. ib. p. 2

4, Ppub, Vol, 21, p. 68

50 i-b
6. 1ib. p. 1
7' ibt pc 2




powey of appointment could puide the congregation very
considerably while in power, and through the same power
could direct policies even during the year after he had
relinguished office! The Pprnas and hisg two assistants
acted as the supervisory board of the congregation, di-
rected ite activities and was expected "to act conscienw
tious for the well being of the congregation." In a gen-
‘eral congregational meeting the Parnas could exercise two
votes.l He was not merely the President, but likewise the
treasurer of the congregation.a The Parnee was, in the
early years, the clerk of the congregation, too. He kept
the files and the important records and documents of the
congregation.B In the year 1760, due to some difficulties
that had presented themselves regarding the disposition of
seals, 1t was concluded that the Parnaseim should thére»
after assign seats to the membérso4 The Parnas and the
elders formed the school board of directors. He distribu-
ted charity wi thin certain set limite.

gs has Ybeen stated the Parnas and hisg two "ag-
slatantg" /or‘tha Hatanim constituted the governing board
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elgewhere in this paper.)
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of the congregation, Together they were often called
adjuntas.l In the deliberatlions of thig body, the Pgr-
nag could not be overruled by the Hatanim for in case of
disagreement some impartial person would be called upon
to arbitrate., Thie was decided in the meeting of the
whole congregatlon which took place on September 15, 1728?
The Parnas and the two Hatanim dispensed all charity to
the local Jewish poor or to itinerant poor families from
congregational funds; the Parnas was permitted to take
charge of itinerant poor Jews who were alone, At Tirst
the Parnas and the two Hatanlim constituted the school
Baard. This was determined at a meeting of April 1%, 1747.4
Later the action was altered and a new arrangement effect-
ed by ghich.th@ Parnas and the "Hlders® formed the school
Board.)

There can be no cauge for wonder that it was
exceedingly difficult to secure qualified candidates for
the position of Parnas. The obligationa involved in the
office were so numerous and varied, the responsibility so
heavy and the duties so strenuoua that few able men were
willing to assume the position., This fact very likely ace-
counts for the monetary fine required of individuals who
refuged to accept the office when requested to do so, The
inoreasing difficulty in securing proper individusle prob-
ably explains the increase in the amount of the fine imposed.
le  Pudb, Vol, 21,pp. 154, 15%

2 1be pp. l=2
3. ib. pp. 2-3
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For the same reason the former regulation that only mar-
ried men could serve as Parnas was ohanged.l The situge
tion finally became so desperate that it was necessary on
0 ctober 22, 1748 for the congregatlion to ask that several
meén Bign an agreement to the effect that they were willing
to take the office in turn, the congregation reserving the
right to elect others at will.g The same difficulty caused
the congregation to reorganize its methods of aduminisgtra-
tion by having two Parnasim élected on the first day of
Résh Hashanah, The minttes of the congregation do not make
clear the exact status or duty of the Parnas who presumably
would be inactive until half the year had elapsed. It may
be iﬁferred, however, that while both Parnasim shared re-
gponsibilities and obligations; one was more directly re-
sponsible at a glven time and he was expected to perform
more tasks in connection with the work of the synagogue.
Both served together on the Board.4The Board of Directors
of the synagopue was enlarged, perhaps as a result of the
migtake previously made of centralizing too much work in
the hands of a few people.

1t had become very Aifficult not merely to se=
oure desired Parnasim, but it was no easy task to find
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able Hatanim. Thig fact may be responsible for the fact
that on March 1, 1762 it was determined to make the duties
of the Hatanim legs strenuous by electing five of these

of ficers rather than two as had been customary;z Finglly

an experiment was adopted by which "two out of the six fol-
lowing gentlemen shou'd be Bllected by drawing two promis-
cuougly out of their number." This action was made on
August 28, 1774. On September 14, 1768 six Hatanim or as-
sistants were chosem.3 Before Sept. 8, 1771 it was probab-
ly discovered that the increased number of officers mere-
;y created the increased problem of securing themfor on
that date it was decided to elect only one Parnas, accord-
ing to their original procedure and only two Hatsnim as had
been thelr earlier custom{ It was determined that the two

Hatanim, acting with the Parnas, would form the governing

board of the congregation. The Hatan Torah and the Hatan

Bereshith would serve regpectively as flrst and second vice
presidents., After one year of serviee the Hatan Torah
would automatically succeed to the office of Parnas and

the Haten Bereshith to the atatus of Hatan Torah, To com=-
plete the pilicture it would become necessary then only to
secure a new Hatan Bereshith each year and he would be ap=-
pointed by the Parnas and the Hatanim., This scheme appears
intelligent, but it did not operate successfully. Approxi-
mately two years later the congregation reverted to at least
Pub, Vvol. 21, p. IlO

ib, p. 85

ib, p. 102
ib, p. 110
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part of the old method; again two Parnaeim were elected.

The single Parnss was compelled to serve too strenuousgly
and for too lengthy a period,

Originally as has been stated the Parnas had
the power to appoint the Hatanim., This matter was altered

on December 4, 1774 when 1t was decided that the Parnas

might appoint only half the number of Hatanim; the others
to be elected by the members of ithe congreg&tion.?;AmOng

the more prominent men who served the congregation in the
capacity of Parnas may be mentioned the following names:é
Abrahsm Isaacs, Daniel Gumez,ZJoaeph Simson, David Hays.‘

Jacob Franks, Sampson Simson, Benjamin Gomez, Samuel
10 11 12 13
Hart, Myer NMyers, Hayman Levy, Samuel Judah, ’ésaac Gomesz,
14 1 1
Manuel Josephson, Moses N, Hays, Mosges CGomez, MNMathias
17 18 19 20
Gomez, Solomon Simson, Jacob Hart, Joshua Isaacs, and
2l
Bernard Hart.
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We have already referred to the fact that the
" power of appointment of the Hatanim had been shifted to
pome degree from the hands of the Parnas to the congre-
gation at large, But his powers were further restricted
when the congregation became larger and when the German
element in the membership increased. On October 22, 1748,
during the incumbency of David Hays in the office, it was
ruled that the Boardrof Directors of the rongrégation, ‘that
is the groﬁp composed of the Parnas and the Hatanim, could
no lenger use its discretion in expending congregationsl
funds, Beginning in 1748 the Board could pay the salaries
of the congregation's paid officials and could make expen=
ditures of a few dollars for certain specified expenses;
In 1748 the total amount -that the governing Board could
gpend amounted.to 170 pounde and 10 shillings.l Now & more
systematic arrangement of handling funds was devised. An
account of disburgements must be rendered regularly at
half.year intervals to the elders of the eongregation.2
They must keep a regular account book,

The term "Board of Trustees" which frequently
appears in the congregational records is difficult to une

derstand, It seems, however, that the "trustees' at times

B n R S B 6P OB G &2 M ou e b b ow e

1. Pub, Vol, 21, pp, 61-62
2. 1ib, p. 64
3» 10, P 66




' ’ 41,
either displaced the "Hatanim" or YAssistants" or

was sSinply used interchangeably or synonymously with these
more famlliar terms. Surely two different executive
bodies of the congregation did not function simultaneouge

ly.

In 1774 therewere eight trustees. These were
elacted by the entire membership of the congregation.l |
Among the duties of the trugtees was included the custo-
dianship of synagogue prOpertiemog The group of trustees
ﬁery likely acted as the business agent of the congregne
tion vesgides performing the usual duties which pertalin to

a sUupervisory board; these have been lisgted.

Other Officers

Beginning with the year 1797 there were offl-
4 3 _ '
clal congregational treasurers. Prior to that date the Pare
naes and his board had exercised the functionsg of treasur-

er; while at firat the Parnas alone had been treasurer of
4 )
the congregation,

The "Hlders" of the congregation together with
’ [
the Parnas of the congregation formed the school board.
That the YElders" were important officiale may be obeerved

from the fact that the oldest "Elder" in 1728, presided g
, ' o)
at congregational meetings in the absence of the Parnas,

1. Pub ° Vol. 21. x’p“ 1.3 :L"" 132
2, ib. p.130 ’

. ib,. Pp.169

. These two facts have been presented elsewhere, of, Vol.
2L, p. 150

3
4
2. Pub, Vol, 21, p. 72




In BLhe year 1764 there were five "Blders" all of whom
were elected by the general congre@ation.l This number
was increased to six in the year 1’76&2 Since there ie
80 little reference to elders in the original records of
the congregation, we may suppose that the office was not
continuously employed; it may be that the position Pa=
took of an honorary character.

3
In 1796, the office of "Clerk" was established,
4

The clerk ie referred to in the year 1824,
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CONGREGATIONAL HISTORY

The first synagogue erected by the Jewish communi =
ty of New York was consecrated on April 8, 1730, that date
being the peventh day of Passover.l Construction had start-
{ ed during the year 1725,2 the lot having been purchased on
December 19, 1728 from Cornelius Clapper and was located on
Mill Stfeet. Worship in the new synagogle had commenced
in the year 1‘7?_9@4

The members of the community contributed with ap-
y parent genaroaity toward the building fund, They gave orige
| inal donatione which many of them inecreased from time to
time, The largest single subscription came from Jacodb

- Pranks in the amount of 2% pounda. This contribution rep-

resented more thgn 9% of the total amount raised which was
25;.13.6 pounds., It was during Frankp' adminigtration as

?; Parnas that the new synagogue was constructed. He gave an

} additional 5 pounds for a foundation stone,8 and later made 9

further contributions as did other members of the congregation,
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Not only did PFranke give of his money with great generos-
ity, but he gave of himself, his time and work to the
building arrangement,

Jacob Franks was a member of the building com-
mittee which consisted, in addition to himself, of loses
and Mordecal Gomez and Benjamin Mendez Pacheo who were
elected in 1728, These gentlemen "gave bond to Mesers.
Daniel Gomez, Abraham Teaacs and Nathan Levy that said
work should be done for the use of the body congregation
Shearith Israel."l Moses (omez was also one of the greatest
benefactors of the eongregation in connection with the
bullding of the first synagogue. He advanced personal funds
for expenses of construction? and he contridbuted a very
large sum Lo the building fund.

In this synagogue on Mill Street the Jewish
community worshipped (except for the period of the Revolu-
tionary War) until thefear 1817, when it was wrecked and the
second synagogue building of the congregation was congtruct-
ed, Until the new structure was prepared for occuparcy, the
congregation worshipped temporarily in a large room of
"an engine house" on Beaver S8treet near Broad Street.4 The
gecond synagogue was consecrated on April 17, 1818, Mordecail
Manuel Noah delivered an addrea%. An iInsgoription on the
front of the second synagoghe building reads that the con-
gregation had erected its firgt edifice in 1730 and had
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' 1
rebuilt in 1817, Co

Efforts in the direction of securing a second
synagogue had started as early as 1803 when "offering&ﬂ for
a building fund were given to the extent of %410;00;%',

On June 8, 1806 the congregation appointed a committee to
confer with the governiﬁg board of the congregation with

a view toward seouring a new house of worship., If the
trustees would not act, the committee was empowered "to
buy, lease, or hire" a synagogue, The commitbtse consiste
ed of BenJamin Seixas, Harmon Hendricks and Sphraim Hart,
As early as 1790 an attempt had apparently been made to
build a second synagogue for there is a record of a receipt
of 100 pounds being given by the contractor, who was to cone
struct the building, to Isaac Gomez who turned it over to

- the congregation.4 The lot located on Mill Street, purchased
in 1722 for 300 pounds which was "kept in truét" by Daniel
’Gbmez, Jogeph Simson andiMyer Myers for {the congregation,
was probably intended to bg uged as the lot for the second
synagogue,

The Crosby Street Synagogue was occupied on May
24, 1834,‘being the third structure for religious worshi?
constructed by the congregation. At its conssoration, Morde-
cal Manuel Noah, who had delivered an address on the ocoas~

lon of the dedication of the former synagogue, spoke. The
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whole service was in the Hebrew language save Noah's
address which was presented in HEnglish, The Boston
Courier and thelNew York Times carried comparatively
lengthy and complimentary reports of the dedicatory ex-
ercises which took place on June 12, l83¢.l The congre=

gation used this synagogue until the year 1860.

ASPECTS OF JEWISH LIFE IN NEW YORK CITY UNTIL 1850

Misgionary Actlvity

It muat manifestly be true that a decidedly
vigorous Jewish spirit was felt in the hearts of the
small Jewish community inNew York City. Otherwlse, it
would have ﬁeenfimpo@sxbiéffor'thg congregation She'erith
Tarael to have functioned continuously, as 1t did, serv-
ing the educational and philanthropic needs of the community
desplte the combined handicaps of small numbers and llittle
income. As we have alveady set forth, the congregation
neceggarily worried almost conglstently regarding ites econ-
omic gtatus, which was always weak. Only a community feel.
ing, a genuine warmth of Jewieh religious spirit coﬁld have
carried on in the face of apparently overwhelming odds.
But the congregation did not merely exist., It served well;
it had employed as early as the year 1728 three congregatione

al officlals and these were usually of a very excellent

characfer.

1. of., Pub, Vol. 21, pp. 198-205; Pub., Vol., 27,pp. 258, 259,
The date of consecratiom may have been June 13, 1834,
ef, Pub, Vol, 21, p. 197.
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Degpite all this, notwithstanding the splen-
did interest in ahd knowledge of matters Jewish which
generally obtalned among the Jewish residents of New York
City, the Jewish community was consistently faced by the
pfoblem of keeping the Jews Jewish, Christians were ine
terested in meking them Christlan. By the year 1843, the
activities of misslionary organizations working among the
Jews had become so consplcuous and 8o menacing that Rev,
8, M, Isaacs of the Blm Street synagogue dellversd a PoOWwsrw
ful address generally attacking the missionizing activities
and. directing his remarks especially against the "@onversion
Society of New York."l
‘ This organization published "Ihe Jewish Chronicle"
of New York City which was the important organ uged for
proselyting the-Jewg. -On one occaslion The Occldent publ@ahu
ed an editoriaml attacking The New York Jewish Chronicle.3
On another occasion Leeser commented resentfully on an ar-
ticle which had appeared in that periodleal and which had
stated that there were two organizations carrying on mig-
plonary activities in the Jewiah.community.h
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The length of time that the above mentioned

or similar organizations had annoyed the Jews of New York

is not known; probably these had existed for only s brief
period before the 1840's and had commenced to operate in
organized form only when the Jewish community was augment-
ed by thecomparetively large German Jewish immigration
which began in the late 1830's. It is reasonable to sup-
pose, however, that without the aid of a periodical or
the mechanics of well established organizations, mission-
ary activity, in varying degrees of intensiveness, had
been progregsing for a long time in New York, The Jewish
community was probably fearful of these activities whether
br not real harm had resultsd therefrom. Otherwisse, it
would appear that little attention would he given to the
organizations in the 1840'sg,

The congregation probably long remembered with
some bitterness the fact that its former Hazﬁn, one Judah

Monis, had become converted to Christianity,

1

l, c¢f. Pub, Vol, 22, pp. 1l-11l; Pub. Vol, 30, pp. 23=37
After his baptism, Monis became an instructor in Hebrew
at Harvard., He published a HeWwrew Grammar in the year
1735, the first book of its kind to see print in the
United States.
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Intermarriage

There were certainly occasionsl instances in
which Jewlish residents of New York married non Jews for
there are several references to intermarriage in the con-
gregation's minute books, The positian of the congregge
tion She'lerith Israel régarding intermarriage is very
clear; it was unalterably opposed to it and would not tol-
erate in its midst any member of the congregation who had
married a non-Jew, Intermgrriage was viewed as unforgivable,
the guilty person "is regarded as having severed all con-
nection with his brethren in faith," resd the minutes of
the congregation in the year 1843, and no benefits of the
congregation may be extended to such a person upon his or
hey death, no "ceremony" or "mourning" being permitted.l
In the year 1847, it was decreed by the congregation that
"no seat shall hereafter be legsed to any person married
contrary to our religious laws" nor would the remains of
such an offender be buried in the cemstery bhelonging to tne
congragation.g

As early as the year 1763, the congregation ruled
that congregational officers dan not assist ln "making

proselytes and forbidding themAfrom performing marriage cere-

monies between Jews and proselytes. The penalty for trans-
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gressing the law was $100,00Y Benjamin I, Jacobs aske
ed the congregation for a Jewlsh wedding ceremony and at
the same time advised that his fiancee wanted £0 become
proselytized. The.oon@regation refused the request.z The
same individual having married the non Jewess, petition-
ed the congregation on January 4, 1784 for permiésion for
himgelf and wife to become affiliated with the congrega-
tion as memwbers in good standing. He stated that when he
married it was "with intent to make her a progelyte."

In view of the attitude of the congregation tow
ward proselytism, its refusal to accept proselytes, there
may be cause to wonder at the action of the congregation
when it indorsed a proselytization ceremony in Philadelphia
in the year i810; In that year the congregation of New
York affixed its official seal ag well as the signature of
its Parnas on the document relating to the matter.4 The
congregation was apparently willing to accept proselytes

when convinced of their sincerity but consistently refused

to admit them when marriage to a Jew was involwved.

1. Pub., Vol, 21, p. 217

2, Pub, Vol, 27, pp. 29-30
3. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 43

4, Pub., Vol. 27, pp. 231=232
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Religious Indifference or Radicalism

The congregation was perhaps compelled to adopt
extreme measures in order to preserve Judaiam inAthe vile
lage of New York, DFrequently it was compelled to adopt
extreme measures in order to maintain strict observance.
We find the interesting rule in the minutes of the congre-
gation for example, that members must wear a Talith or be
diemissed from the oongregation.l It has been stated that
the increasiﬁg violations of Jewlsh law among members of
the congregation and the apprehension felt by others as to
poseible results of such violations brought into existence
as early as the year 1731 an organization called Mez’ﬁn

Teza Torah, having as its purpose the perpetuation of the
2 ) .

old observances,
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2, Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. 9, p. 268, No evidence has
been found by the present writer relating to this

organization, '




CONGRUEGATIONAL PROBLEMS

The Budget

The congregation, before the year 1728, had
received its income through the system of éelling mitzwot,
a custom which wag abandoned at the beginning of the cone
gregational year 1728, Por this method was substituted
a system of taxing "mens seats."l On April 16, 1747 the
congregation, apparently dissatisfied with the method of
agsesasing the members for the pews they occupied. deter-
mined to levy annual dues, providing for quarterly pay=
ments, assessing the individuals according to their finan-
cial standing--and, in addition the pews were pald for,

If one makes "offeringe" amounting to or exceedlng the tax,
such offerings were acceptable as substitute for the dues.2
In 1747 there were fiftymtwo‘paying members of the congres
gation whose dues totaled about 250 pounds, averapging ape
proximately $23.00 dues frbm each member, Jacob Franks and
Mordecay Gomez and Aaron Louzsada paid 11:13:4 pounds each,
Fifteen members paid 5 pounds or morz per year. In 1748

there were fifty-two paying members,
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In 1749 the congregation found itself in economic distress
and uneble to pay the salaries of .its officers., A commitw
tee was appointed for the purpose of drawing up a schedule
of fees to be charged for the pews. Fifteen shillings bew
came the minimum and 3 pounds the maximum charge for aeats.l.

On August 7, 1737 the actlon of the congrega-
tioh reduiring each family or individual, who could afford
the expense, to pey forty shillings per year in the form of
dueg or offerings or both was all dbut meaningless.in view of
the trivial stun fixed? Dues could readily be assessed, but
collections were made not without difficulties.

The congregation experienced preat difficulty in
meeting the normal expenses. The salaried officers, the
Hazan, the Shohet and Bodek and the Shamas complained fre-
quently because their palaries were inadequate for the needs
of their families, The congregation, recognizing the justice
of their demands but unable to meet them, freguently granted
incressed salaries on condition that the treasury could afe
fordvi.t.4 To supplement the budget, it was ordained that
Jews in the neighborhood of New York, presumably thoge clog-
er to Sheterith Israel than to any other congregation, must
share theburden by contributingstoward or be geprived of

”

congregati onal benefitsg

1, iv.

2. Pub, Vol, 21, pp. 36«37

3' ibw Pe 98 X

4, This particular has been treated in the section desal-
ing with synagogue administration

5, 1ib. p. 52, The autocratic manner by which the congrega-
tion enforced its regulations will be considered else-~
where in this paper,




54.

, The finanoia;_problems of the congregation were
80 pressing thatzin very early»t;mes it bacamernecéssary
to askvthe members of the congregation for voluntary coné
tributions for the purpose of purchasing wood. The prices
d the pews apparently flu@tuated for on September 1L, 1766
a committee composed of Daniel Torres, Samuel Hart, kenja=
min Gomez and Sampson Simson were authorized "to regulate
the price of sach seat for the present year." Regular ane
nual dues, paid in quarterly installments continued to be
collected? By the year 1796 the tax on pews, debending upon
the- toomparatlvé desirabllity of their location, was ap-
parently cpnsiderable.4 In 1792 the tax on pews was as high
as 12 pounds each. In 1802, the income from assessment on
pews amounted to the sum -of $1,125.00., The entire'fixad-inn
come was §l,507 which means that the most considerable part
of the'regular budget of the synagogue was derived fron the
sale of seats in the year 1802, In the peme year the fixed
amount of expense totaled $1,871, just a little more than
the set income, The debts amounted to $55160, while monies
due the congregation totaled only $1,317,

1. Pub, Vol., 21, p. 49

2. ibe p. 93

3. Pub, Vol, 27

4o ib. Pe 65

50 Pubq V()l. 27.ppo 72-73




The congregation burdened by a comparatively large debt,
did not have annual revenue sufficient to meet its defi-
nite budget. Naturally, the synagogue could well reckon
on some extra funds through gifts or from other sources.
But the congregation was not financially sound and ap=-
parently had.not functioned on a solid economic basis
congistently thfoughout its history until comparatively
modern times.

Perhaps the methods of agsessing the members

of the congregation were too haphazard; possibly the fail.

ure of the congregation to become financially stable was

due to reliance upon generous volumbary offerings. In

any event on February 9, 1809 a petition signed by fifteen

prominent members of the bongregation, asked that there be

fewer offeringsec......all of which should be used for

charitable purposes and that congregational revenues should

1
be derived only from the sale (and rental) of seats.

Internal Difficulties of the Congregation

One of the most important difficulties which
constantly irritated the early New York Jewish Community
and which proved exceedingly irksome to the congregation
was the problem of ill will which obtained between the

Sephardic and Ashkenszlc elements within the group. Had
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the population been sufficiently large, the Sephardim would
most prohably have maintained & policy of disdainful aloof-
nags from the other Jews, But since every member present
gnd every dollar paid were essential in order to maintain
the congregation, the two elements were compelled to mingle.
But they never were able to feel homogeneous, to maintain
even tolersbly peaceful relationships,

The congregsetion, She'erith Israel included from

1
the beginning non Sephardic Jews although the great majority

of the members, at least until the middle of the eighteenth

century, were of Portuguese or Spanish Jewish degcent., As

heas heen pointed out, the first group of Jews to arrive in

New Amsterdam in 1654 had come from Brszil. In Dutch Brazil

the Jewish communities were almost entirely Sephardim, But

gome Germans Jews, Polish Jews and others found their way to

New York in early coloniasl times, In the case of Levy vs.
Levy the question was asked by the court as to what institu-
tion had been réferred to by Urish P, Levy when he stipuiat-
ed in his will that certain hequest were intended for the
"Portuguese" synagogue. It was explained by the witness
that "Portuguese" referred to the ritual gnly as the con-

gregetion included non Sephardic members.
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A clergyman of New York, esrly in the 18th century wrote that

the Jewish community of thet city included "meny ingenious”
1

‘Jews from Poland, Hungary and Germany.

During the eighteenth century Germany was not a

great sea falring and commereial nation, Had this been true

there probably would have been more German Jews in early New

~York. Yet we have already had occasion to mention on in the

course of thig paper a number of names of non Portuguese Jews
including Levy, Simson, Solomon, Meyers, Moses, Hart and Hays.
By the year 1830 large numhers of German Jews came to New York.z

It is the thesis of the present writer that the
problem of enforeing rules of decorum, the outburst of violence
and the frequent acts of disoipline result from the friction
between the RPortuguese members of the synagogue and the Ash~
henagin.

There was frequently a problem in connection with

enforeing common decorum in the congregation.Z It became im-
perative for the congregation to fix a fine for violators of
rules of deoorum.4~ There were actual scenes of disturbance with~
in the synagogue during services.5 The Parnas, upon one occas
gion asked that "striotér attention be paid to the Rules of

Decency and Decorum which have a natural tendency to excite




Devotion especially in Time of divine Service, which he is
sorry to observe has been for sometime neglected. He men-
tioned particularly the evil practisea-of "Leaving the Syn~-
egogue in times of Prayer, talking and laughing with and

1
to each other" etq,people were charged with ridiculing the

services and of general contempt Ffor the servioe.z

The gullty parties were seldom mentioned but there
are convineing reasons to support the posgition that the of=~
fenders were non Sephsrdim who aecepted.reluctantly and with
little graciousness the will of the majority to them, The
ritual was strange and unsatisfactory. The pronunciation
of thé Hebrew prayers mugt have been well nigh intolerable,
As a group their will wag always subservient to the wishes
of the .Sephardim. In addition to all this the Ashkenazim
were surely not personal friends of the Sephardim except in
those rare instances ﬁhat the latter would permit such friend-
ships to arise.. It were o safe hypothesis that the two
groups maintained little mutuai contact except in the syna-
gogue=~-and in the synagogue they could not he compatible;
they fought,

But there is more gupport for the view of the
writer than logic. In the several instances where names of

offending parties are mentioned those names are always Ger-

man.

1. Pub. Vol., 27, p. 129
2, Pub. Vol. 21, pp. 97-98
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Judah Hays, in the year 1760, became highiyAbe~
eause his daughter had been dlspossed of her seat in the
synagogue by one Mears who claimed it for his daughter.
Although Mears was fined, and neither party was alotted
the seat in question, Hays remained dissatisfied, It was
agreed by officials of the congregation that the Hays' pew
be lengthened so that there would be sufficient space on
that bench for Miss Hays. The father still remained obdu-
rate and refused to abide by the decision. The Parnasim .
summoned the Blders who refused to consider the metter
farther; so the whole congregation met and decided to sup-
port the original decree. Hays would not accept the verdict
and thé congregation at ite rfollowing meeting on August 10,
1760 resolved to levy & fine of 40 shillings and insisted that
the daughter be seated as directed. It was also resolved
thet Hays would be dismissed from the congregation should he
refuse to aeaede to these terms.1 Jacob TFrenks peid the fine
more than three yeérs'after it had been levied.2 Hays had
apparently been severed from all communal contacts and activ-
ities daring that whole period. Judah Hays had not Ween on
gobd termg with the congregation for a long time before the
incident sbove related, 6n October 9, 1747 he adked to "be

excused from" future meetings and consultations" of the
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At a meeting of the congregation held on 5u1y 20,
R ' 1769 certain members including Solomon Hays were said, for
a considerable length of time, to have proved themselves
nuisances in the congregation., They were charged with having
i been an opposition element with a "tendenecy to subvert the
laws of the congregation. They were, and had for sometime
been, trouble makers. The congregation ruled, therefore,
to the effect that the several individuals mentioned must

‘ each make "proper reasonable and satisfactory concessions!
‘& or be "Braised from the List of Yaheedim" and be "Intituled
to no Right, bonofit or Priviledge" in the congregation

and community. It i1s interesting to observe the names of

the offenders: Solomon Hays, Barrak Hays, Andrew Hays,
1 ¢,

Manuel Josephson, Hillel Judash and Moses Judah. All Ger~ 3
2 ;

man Jews, the Hays and Judah familiesg, Judeh Hays, it will

be recalled, had nine years earlier encountered serious

difficulty in the congregation.

Shortly after the incldent above related, the syn-

agogue dismissed Msnuel Josephson, Michael Hays, Eleazer lLevy

L/

and Samuel Eleazer Levy and Barak Hays was fined.
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1. Jogephson wrote a polemic letter from Philadelphia where

he Wecame president of the congregation, disputing about

- the order of service, c¢f. Pub. &ol., 27, pp. 185-190

2, Pub. Vol. 21, pp., 103~104 _

3. DPub. Vol. 21,p.113. There is evidently an error in the
congregagional minutes in connection in the dates
of the action suthorizing the letter to Jonas and
his subsequent dismigesel. The former action was
dated August 28, 1786 and the latter August 10,
1786. Surely the latter date must have been later
than the former,
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1
congregation. He needed the congregation: so he did not

wish to be unaffiliated. He evidently desired only to
maintain his membership without coming personally to con-
gregational functions. |

~ Other incidents may be cited in connection with
the fore going. It happened on October 10, 1755 that S....,
Heseo had committed so grave an offense that without undue
deliberation or trial he was peremptio:ly excommunicated
from the community. Not only was he dismissed from memhexy-
ship in the congregation but socially ostraéized ag well,
the members of the congregation, having been enjoined not
evén %0 engage in conversation with the man. The crime Wag
80 heinous, apparently, that the congregation conasidered it~
gelf Justified in publishing its action and eirculating the
same in the community every three months until such time as
the individual in question might make restitution to the
satisfaction of the congregation.2 The initials Seeee Hovoo
almost undoubtedly are the initials of Solomon Hays. This
view receives confirmetion for the reason that the initials
do not Welong to any person kﬁown to have been a member of

the congregation in 1755; but there is further corroboratory

evidence in another later incident in which Solomon Hayse

played a prinecipal role.

1 2, ib. p. 71
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One Lion Jonss had offended the community in vari-
ous respeetes. He had sbsented himself from congregtional |
meetiggs, violated the Sabbath and insalted congregationsl
officers. It was resolved on August 88, 1786 that the Parnas
write to Jonas and tell him that he 1s "condueting himsel?f
in a very different manner from whaet a Vahld ought and that
he be allowed until next Friday to make hilig exceuse for not
attending which, if not done in a gatisfactory manner hy
that day, he shall have no Mishebarsck or have his name
mentioned in the SYynagogue . vFollowing the above, Jonas'
time limit for explanation having been extended further
and Jonas still failing to make appearance, but having
further insulted the congregation, it was resolved that
Jonas be dlsmissed from‘the congregation, that he be de-
prived of all religious benefits of the Synagogue, "nor
should any offering be made in his nsme." These disabil~
ities were to be removed whenever Jonas wonld make satisfac~
tory "concessions" and would pay a fine of 5 pounds. It

was also decreed that the full text of the congregations

"resolution be read in the Synagogue on the following Sabb§th

and that a oopy he preserved in the congregational files.
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The incidents here recounted, all of which in-
volved only German Jews, lend force to the present writer's
theory that the now Sephardic elements of the New York Jew-
ish community did not experience dissatisfaction by disorder-
liness, by disobeying the rules of the congregation, by con~
stant olaghes and general friction. Since they were a minorit&
they were subject to the tyranical action of the majority ele-
ment, the Sephardim.

Phe congregation occupied & strategic position. Alone
in the-present United 3Itates for many years, alone in the City
of New York until the nineteenth century, located at a then
tremendous distance from any other congregation, possegsing
the only cemetery and school that could be used by Jews of the
city, the She'erith Israel congregétion was in a position to
enforce its will.

The oongregation by reason of its unique position
could not merely dismiss membere depriving them of the benefits
of all religious and communal life but could sand 4id exocummuni-
cate members socially forhidding all social relationships be-
tween a diamiséed individual and the othersa.

The very helplessness of the non Sephardic Jews in
this gituation made the situation more fierce, caused & sullen
gbuhborness at times, an unyielding obstinscy.

It may possibly be a far fetched notion but the writer
ig ineclined to believe, nontheless, that the difficulties ex-
perienced between the Portuguese and Ashkenanim in the early

history of New York was resgponsible for a decline of religious

and general Jewish fervor among the German Jews of the ftime.
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It probebly explains some of the many intermarrisges,

The congregation exercised tyranny not merely in
oonnection with meting out discipline to the deg erting
Ashkenzim in its midst. It enforced all decrees in the
fame menner, It.remains very probably, however, thet nearly
all of i1ts disciplinary measures were created for the pure
pose of subduing the Ashkenazim who would be the more
frequent offenders, The tyranieal methods of the con-
gregation may have proved the only certain plan to insure
obedience to law sufficiently for the congregatidn to function.

_ It became eapy for the congregation and its
officisls to abuse their power, PFerhaps it.Was thought
necegsary for purposes of intimidating the Ashkenazim to
decree on September 27, 1731 that every one ealled to the
Torah must offer at least three blessings for the health
of the Parnas and the congregation. No funds can be offered
Bxcept at the Torah where the said blessings must be uttered.
Falilure to conform carried with 1t a severe penélty.

Ineuded among disciplinary actions of the
congregation maybe mentioned one in which several members
were dismissed from the congregation on September 50,81765;
another ocage where puniShmént was meted out occurred on
September 3??1769. A certain S. H. (prohably Solomon Hays)
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paid the staggering price of 20 pounds for insulting the
congregation, The Parnas and his two assistants in the
early days of the synagogue's history were authorized to
uge their discretion in fining salaried officialas in
smounts not exceeding 3 pounds per fine. If the offense
were thought to warrent a more considerable penalty fhe
whole congregation must deliberate on the matteroi

In the normal course of events, the entire Jewish
community.desired affiliation with the only available
congregation. This ia certain because there are no records
of the congregation attempting to persuade or coerce
members of the of the community into entering the synagogue
rolla. There is only one case on record in which it sppears
that a New York Jew. did not in the early history of the
community affiliate with the congregetion. That person had
died and the congregstion decided to charge the fee of
$50.00 since the deéeased had not contributed to the
congregation,

The last instsnce of internsl aifficulty within
the congregation, oeccuring before the year 1850, concerned
iteelf with o law suit between one Philips and the congre-
.gation. The congregation charged fhat Philips hsd usurped
the office of trustee, Philipé claimed that in 1841 he
had been elected trustee to serve a three year tirm. This

action finally reached the (State) Supreme Court.
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JEWLSH EDUCATION FROM 1728 20 1850

Although no congregational records have besn
found, it is certain that the children in the New York
Jewish community received general and Jewish eduecation
through the agency of mw‘cengregatian before the date
of the known records. This fact must obviously be true
because all Jewlsh oommunities, in earlier times, would
have been sure to provide the children with esducation. But
there is a further reason for the already plauaible gue 88;
the congregatiomal minutes from the date that the se com-
mence include many references to education.

On the seventh day of Passover, 1731, a record
states that on this day of the first anniversary of the open-
ing of the new synagogue, "there was made codez (consecrated)
the Yeshivat called Minhat Arev..;..for the‘use of thiscon-
gregation....and as a Beth Hamidras for the pupilg.“l Be -
fore this date, the children were very likely instructed by
- parents and by the Hazanim. Prom the year'175l to the year
184% the congregatipn She'erith Israsl, and the several
other congregations which had come into existencee prior to
the latter date, taught in thelr schools secular studies as
well as Hebrewe The congregation provided the entire secon~
dary eaueatim% of children until after the midals of the

19th century. This fact will become more apparent later.
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At the very beginning of the period, it would
seem that only Hebrew wag taught. On March 3, 1737, when
David Mendez Machado was engagéd as Hazan, he wag obligated
to teaoh "the Hebrew language." It was required that the
~ Hazan devote the whole of every morning or of the after-
ﬂoons,‘asvhe‘desired, to teaching. The teacher was to be
paid by those pupils who could afford such payment; the
others must be taught without charge.l

By April 15, 1747, the hours which the Hagan |
mist devote to teaching had increased. Beginning with that
date he must teach the ghildren each morning for three hours
and on each Thursday afterndon. He was to receive remuner-
ation except from the poor children. Xach child was required
to pay.eight shillings per quarter and one load of wood an-
nually for‘instruetion.8 |

By December 7, 1755, subjects of study other than
Hebrew were included in the curriculum, Spanish, English,
writing:ahd arithmetic were also included, each of these gD~
jects being taught to all children of the school. Now a
new arrangemént was effected regarding hours of instruetilon.
The school was to be open during the winter from 10:00 to
12:00 A.M, and from 3:00 to 4:00 P.M.; in the summer, the
school wae to funoction from 9:00 to 123:00 A.M. and from 2:00
to 5:00 P.if. School sessions were held in the home of the
Hazan.s
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On December 17, 1760, the personal qualities and

. abilities desired in a mchool teacher were listed in a let-

ter sent to Benjamin Pererra asking him to recommend a school
teacher fa the congregation. The man the congregation de-
sires must be unmarried, modest and sober. It were impera-
tive that he know Hebrew and English but_the congregation pre-
ferred that he have a knowledge of gpanish, too. F@r his
services the ocongregation was prepared to pay the teacher
40 pounds annual salary in addition to the funds paid by the'
pupils who were able to pay for thelr instruetion. The school
was to include pupils of beth sexes.l

The first man to teach Jewish children in New York
ity ae a full time teacher was Abraham Is. Abrahams who was
engaged by the congregation on April 35, 17823, almost two
years after the community had made known 1its desire for a teach~
8r. Abrahams was asked to "keep a publick school in the Hebra,
to teach the Hebrew language and translate the same into qu—
ligh, also to teach Reading Writing & Cyphering." No mention
is made of Spanish because Abrahams was very likely ignorant
of that language.. He was offered a salary arrangement which
provided for 20 pounds as direct pay, income'from the children
who would pay and any offerings made to him in the synagogue.
He must teach the poor gratis and must agree to substitute for

2
the Hazan in the absence of illness of the latter.

l. Pub. Vol. 237, p. 17
2. Pub. Vol, 21, p. 85
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Abrahams agreed to all stipulations except the
amount of salary. A salary of 40 pounds was thereupon
granted,lwhich was quicklyuincreased by a wood allowance of
7 pounds and lo shillings.g On Mareh 6, 1768 Abrahams was |
given an unconditional salary increase of 10 pounds and a
promise of 5 pounds additional remuneration if the budget
could afford the extra payment.3

In 1793 certain agreements concerning the school
were entered into the congregational minutes. These pro-
vide that Hazan Gershom Seixas shall met aside space in his
home for school purposes and must keep it heated. The con-
gregation agreed to furnish the scheol,room.l There were
thirty-gix boys and girls4in the school, each of whom was
admitted only oﬁ order of the president. Fach child must be
given at least one lesson daily. The school functioned on
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons and on
Sunday from 10 A.M., to 1 P.M. The school was closed on all
holy days and

By thie date 1t appears that there was no longer
a teacher whose sole duty was instrueting children. Now, as
before the advent of Abrahams, teaching dutles were perform-
ed by the Hazan. This arrangement was very sensible fbr, de-
spite all g&ruggles, the congregation was unable to pay suf-
fioiently t0o have a man of the quality of Seilxas for 48 years.

1. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 86
2. ib. p. 87
3. ib. p. 97
4. Pub. Vol. 27, p. BB




Had it been necessary to pay a Hazan and a teacher in thev
early years, both would have been inferior because the con-
gregation could not then have afforded the expense of having
capable men, |

Seixas was agked to report any instances of pupils

who mightloease attendance at school. "Four such cases were

- reported.

Myer Polony, a Polish Jew of New York, bequeathed
$900.00 to the congregation in the year 1801 as an endowment
3

for a Hebrew School. This school came to be known as the
' 3

Polonies Talmud Torah and 1t was not merely a charity school,

The school was opened on April 29, 1803 on which date Rev.
4

ershom Seixas was the teacher. On May 10, 1808 the congre-
gation appointed I; B. Ku:eheedt and M. Myers to negotiate
with one Carvelhé with a view to securing him as teacher. The
children, whom he was asked to instruet for six hours daily,
numbered 30 or 35. The wontract was drawn up definitely on
May 29,v1808, after some difficulty regarding the amount of
salary.5 Carvelho cbntraoted‘to help the Hazan by reading cer-
tain specified po»téoms of the service on Rosh Hashanah

Kippur and Succoth.

l. Pub. Vol. 237, pp. 53-55 for all above

2. Pub. Vol. 21, PP 161"‘168

3. Pub, Vol. 237, pp. 397-398, of. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 162
The school could not have been merely a free school.
The community had no heed for such a school; 1t was

: too small. . _ :

4. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 181, cf. Pub. Vol. 27, p. 82

2. Pub. Vol. 21, pp. 161-163

.o ibo '




71,

Carvelho's salary was increased on July 6, 1809 to $1.,000, 00
pey annum following hig ultimatum to the congregstion on
Mexeh 15, 1809

The importance of Jewish education wes apparently
well understood by the 1little New York Jewish Oommunity.l
The realization 1f ite necessity for virtue and for the relig-
ious 1ife wae the central idea of a paper read in the syna-
gogue on Sunday, April 22, 1804,2 Yet 1t was exceedingly dif-
ficult for the congregation to pay the salaries of it officiales.
The problem had conbtinuously existed sincé the earliest hige~
tory of the congregation. Now one more salary must be paid
to the teachey. |

On January 10, 1813, the congregation presenﬁedua
memorial to the State Legislature of New York requesting a
gtate appropriation for its school, It had finaelly become
necessary to ask for the assistance of the gtate, The congre-
gation in its memorial stated that the state had performed anm
admirsble service by establishing and maintaining ihe "New

York Free School" which was & public school.
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1. The congregation's view was somewhat narrow, howevers
They conceived of Jewish education primerily &g an instru=-
ment through which Judaism could be practised: "Io make
children virtuous they must be reared in the striet prin-
ciples of "OQur holy Religion," and "this can not be done
without they understand what they are saying when address=
ing the deity." Vet it was conceded that there was a
general lack of interest in Jewigh eduwcation. "It is with
regret that it is percelved, few, very few indeed, are con-
cerned about it. of. Pub, Vols 27, p. 82

2+ Pub. Vol. 27, pp. 81=-83
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But as splendid as this institution was it did not and could
not replace the various parochial schools of the city. In
the New York Free 8chool, knowledge was imbibed, stated the
congregation's memorial, but there was no religious or moral
lessons taught. The parochial schools, including the one
connected with Cpongregation She'erith Israel, were training
the children for'good citizenship, taking that burden fromthe
state of New York and it felt justified, for that reason, in
asking for an appropriation to support its eduéational activ-
ities,l

It is probable that some children in New York a t-
tended the New York Free School gupplementing, in some in-
stanees, the education received in She'erith Israel and in
the other congregationé when these were established. It is
also probablé that smﬁe Jewish children received their edu-
cation exclusively in the "Free School System.“8

In the year 1839 the congregation issued a clrcular
to othef congregations breadcasting the news that it waé in |
need of a "Hebrew teacher." The congregation demanded a man
who was a good student of Hebrew, of good personalityvand
religious piety, and one who would be qualified to assist the
Hazan in his duties.3

Mordecai Manuel Noah of New York City deeply de-
- plored the status of Jewieh education in the United States.

He wrote a letter on Auguet 18, 1843 to Isaac Leeser, the
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orthodox religlous leader of Philadelphia and editor of

"The Occident, " the first Jewish periodical in this coun-
try, stating his views. Noéh proposed fhe egtablishment of"
a Hebrew (Qollege to give étudents a general secular and clae~
gical education' and at the same time he properly instructed
in the Hebrew language; where they canllive in conformity to
our laws, and acquire a liberal knowledgé of the prinoipies
of their religién." Noah was distressed at the prevalent

gituation by which Jews in theggeneral schools and colleges

muet "live in dailly violation of the Mosaic institutions,"
1

neglecting the Sabbath,etc. Noah's views probably reflected
the popular mind. In any event Leeser wrote a stirring edi-
torial on the subject in the same issue of his papér, the
sentiment of which agreed entirely with Noah's 1etter.2

Leesef wroté enother editorial on the need for relig-
ious education in whieh the writer statedvas his belief that
intermarriage was the result of ite 1a‘ek.Q Rev. Isaacs of New
York wrote an editorial for the Ocecident, dealing with the
same topio.4

By the year 1842, the Misses Palache had e stablished
a private Jewish 8chool, the first in New York, at 97 Thompon
gtreet. The curricula included grammar, astronomy, phiiosophy,
reading, geography, épelling, composition, history, mythology,
modern languages, Biblical history, instrumental music, draw-

5
ing, singing, Jewish religion......and Hebrew. The school

l. The Occident, Vol. 1, pp. 303~307
2., 1ib. Vol. 1, p. 302

3. 1ib. p. 362

4. 1ib. pp. 590-594

5, 1ib. pp. 104-105; pp. 300-310
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, 1 ;
énrolled boys as well as girls, although the sisters Palache
2 i

had intended at first to teach only girls. It was a boarding
gchool and also accepted day studentg. In the year 1843 there
were about 30 pupils in the school, of ages ranging frém four
to ten years and forming three classes.4
The character of the Palache school becemes appar-

ent from observation of the list of prominent men who recom-
mended it. Leeser said that the school wouid not only present
"mental and moral culturé" but Judaism would be imparted "by
pious example." Among»piominent New York Jews who endorsed
the school were Rev. J. J. Lyons, Rev. 8. M. Isaacs, Seixas
Nathan, and Mordecai Mgnuelmoah?

| Public examinations of the school were held in the
Orosby Street synagogue of She'erith Israel. The auditors
present included.not oﬁly members of%that synagogue but mem=

_ o
bers of several other congregations.

e awo

1. The Occident, Vol. 1. p. 200
2¢ ib. Vol. 1, p. 104

%. ib., Vol. 1, p. 105

4. ib. pp..200-201

5. ib. p. 105

6. 1ib. pp. 300-201
- The Palache School was in existence in Dec. 1853 but at
this date 1t had reverted to its original poliey of accept=-
ing only girls. An advertisement of the school in The
Asmdnean of above date carries the information that it
was "For Young ladies of the Jewisgh Faith."
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It has previously been stated in this paper that the

Parnés was usually the head of the school board of the congre-
gational school of She'erith Israel. At times hé and the ml-
ders formed the Board and whenever 1no mention is made of the
congregational supervision of the school that control probably
rested in thé hande of the Parnas and his board of Hatanim,
asgigtantse, elders, or‘trustees as the_membgrs of the congre-
gational directorate were variously eailed.w On May 26, 1808,
we note, hoﬁever, that with the advent of Carvelho, a high
salaried school teacher and with the Polonies Talmud Torah
assuming great communal importance, "Inspectore of the School®
were appointed. On that date, the Inspectors were Bernard
Hart, 8eixas Nathan, and Dr. Joel Hart.;

~The character of Jewigh education in early New York
0ity may not have been of the best but it was almost certain-
lyV;f good quaiity; If the geheral membership of the congre-
gation She'erith Israel were not parficularly interested,
this phenomenon is not unique in Jewigh history. The impor-
tant fact is that the congregation, iteelf, forever emphasized
the impewtance of Jewish and general education under comgre-
gational auspices and that it provided qualified teachers and

satisfactory quarters for a school.

o ops ent

1. Pubo VOl- 21, P 72
2. cf. Section Dealing with (ongregational Administration
3. Pub, Vol. 21, p. 163
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Qther Conpgregational Schools in New York

ity Before 1850

~ In the year 1842.a society was formed within
the B'nail Jeshurun congregation, 1ocated on Elm 8treet. in
New York City, for the purpose of organizing the "New York
Talmud,Torah and Hebrew Institute." The idnstitution was
to give ite students an elementary English education and
a thorough Jewish education with its prineipal emphasis
on Hebrew and the religion of the Jews? The school was
actually functioning in the yeat 1842 and in the year 1843
it had eighty pupils. The school budget during the congre-
gational year 1842-1843 amounted to more than $1500.00.
It was supervised by a "Board of Managers" composed of mem-
bers of the @ongregation.8

On December 31, 1843, the children were given an

‘examination in the following topics: Hebrew reading and

tranglation of Hebrew into English, Hebrew grammar, cate-
chism, English grammar, arithmetio, geography and oratery.
Two teachers were employed, one Mr. Nelson, evidently a

non-Jew who instrueted in the s ecular studies, and one H.

3
Goldsmith who taught the Hebrew and Jewish courses.
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The school had at first been supported by gifts
but affer December 31, 1843, it was decided that a tuition
fee of $4.00 (or more) be charged. Children whose parents
were not members of B'nal Jeshurun were welcome in the
school together with the children of congregational memberé.

The name of the school in the year 1844 was chang-
ed from the title intended two years earlier. In that year
it was known as "The New York Talmud Torah and Hebrew Theo-
logical Institute.® 4. L. Levy was president of the school
in that year.2 Rev. 8. M. Isaacs, the minister pf the con-
gregation, was probably the instructor.

The B'nal Israel, otherwise known as the Nether-
dutch congregation, located on William Street, apparently
had affiliated with it a Talmud Totah School when it was
first formed.3 Later, in the year 1847, it created the Heder
Rosh Hachmah (The Academy of the Beginniné of Wisdom). The
object of this school was "to teach the Hebrew and Chaldean
languages @nd to promote the study of the Talmud, etc."

There could be ho doubt that thie institution intended to
serve only, for the spreéd of Jewish studies. Rev. Simon
Cohen Noot was principal of the school.

D Guts. CHY Gy TP TS v D AT T TS s ST A A N MR ) D T e

1. Vol. 1, The Oeccident, p. 556

3. ib. p. 514

3. It ie entirely likely that the cessation of activities of
the Talmud Torah School had reference to the instltu-
tion connected with B'nai Jeshurun which had, perhaps,
in the year 1847, become inoperative.

4, The Occident, Vol. 5, p. 317
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The Rev. Henry Felsenheld was the Hebrew teacher
in the séhool conducted by the Anshay Cheged congregatibn in
1847 and located on Henry Street, otherwise known as the Hen-
ry Street Synagogue. This school provided instruction,in
English and Hebrew} to a group of almost 100 pupile, both boys
and girls¢2 '

The "New York Daily Times" in 1854 stated that in
that_year there were seven Jewish Schools in the city of New
York with a total enrollment of 857 puplls and 33 teachers.3
We have indicated the existence of five Jewish schools in
New York City by the year 1854, four congregational, inclu-
ding those affiliated with She'erith Israel, B'nai Jeshurun,
B'nai Israel and Anshay Chesed, and one private Jewish Schoel
operated by the Misses Palache.

In this connection it should be recalled that the
Ashkenazim in congregation She'Erith Israel, or some of them,

were not as strict in their observance as were the Sephardim,

I nor was their ritual the same. This element probably rebelled
at times and much of the religious indifference, laxness and

4
radicalism were evidenced by the Asghkenazim,

There can be no reason to support the belief that

the Sephardic Congregation became fanatic in its religilous
zeal. Dr. L. M. Peixotto, a member of that congregatlion, issued

& c¢ircular, on August 1, 1832, which was distributed among the

e v e o o e a

1. The Occident, Vol. 5, p. 412

3, 1ib. Vol. 3, p. 263

3. Pub. Vol. 27, p. 516

4, This has been discussed elsewhere in this paper.
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Members of the Jewish community urged them not to fast on
thg ninth of the month of Ab which fell during the severe
cholera epidemic of 1832, The circular, which surely wag
sanetioned by the congregation, ineluded the statement,
"The benign spirit of our laws, if I am not much mistaken,
suthorizes a latitude in the constitution of its lebtter,
whenever the lives, health of important iInterests of a
community reguire it." The intense heat coupled with the
prevalent illness made 1t necessary to sat,said the
physdoians even on an important %ﬁst Dey, The liberalism
of the congregation was illustrated again on December 14,
1845 when the minutes record that the congregation sanctioned
a Jewish wedding ceremony for the daughzer of Hart Levy,

who previously had been married by an alderman,

Religions Zeal

The various regulations already listed caloulated
to insure ceremonial obsgervance indicate the excessive
religious piety of the majority of the members of She'erith
Igrael, But there are postive confirmetions of this
circumstance: The many contributions to the synagogue in
the form of direct gifts, offerings gnd bequests and the

considersble finencial burden of maintaining the congregation
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2. 1ib. Vol, 27 p. 117

%, of. Section of this paper dealing with philanthropy;
many of the bequests were in the formof religious
and ceremonial objects.




and its heavy expenses further substantiate the view that
the congregation was very zealous in thelr efforts to
preserve Judaism. The meticulous attention devoted to
Kashruth, with its attendant inconvenience and éxéense
likewise lend support to the view.

Such isolated occurrences as the instance of
Isaac Gomez who, in the year 1829 finished the task of
copying by hexnd a complete Jewish prayer book into
English and presented it to his wife on their 89th wedding
annisersary ~~~~~ ~may have little meaning in connsction
with the attitudes of & community during a pveriod of two
hundred and fifty years. ‘Dhe prayer bhook was copied in
English, 9Since there could have been little or no point
in copying the English translation of the prayer bdok,
published in the year 1766 by Isasc Pinto, we may infer that
Gomez translated the prayer book in writtem form. The
action of Pinto, too in publishing the prayer book in the
vernacular may be merely an isolsted and, therefore, a
meaningless act in connection with the present writer's
view that that the New YorkJewish community, in its early
history, was fired by exceedinly great religious zeal. There ar

are other evidences of the fervent Jewish attitudes of the

Jews inearly New York. These may be traced through the

l, 8ee section of this paper dealing with The Shohet and Bodek

2. Pub, Vol 27 p. 301
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relat ionships of the congregation to other Jewish
communities in the United States and abroad,

Intercongregational Contacts

- The congregation She'erith Israel was from the
beginning of its existence in cloge contact with the
community of Curacao, Barbados and other Jewish communitiés
abroad through ecommsrcial relations and salso hecause of the
fact that these communities depended on New York for
part of their Kosher meat sup%lies, A friendly mutual
relationship exigted between the New York Jews and these
communities, & spirit which became intensified when many
of the Jews from across the waters filtered into New York,
Assistance in the form of material gifts as well as
religious adviece came from abroad frequently in the early
years. In 1729 about 330 ounces of silver was sent from
Quracao to the officisls of congregation She'erith Israel

2
to well the fund established for building their synagogue.

- On January 16, 1789 a letter was sent to Jamaica advising

the community there of the fact that She'erith Israel con=
gregation owned a lot, but needed additional funds for
building purposes; money was needed, also. for the purpose
of construction of a wall aromnnd the cemgﬁery. The reply
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from Jamaice indicates that a considerable gum of money
was promptly remitted to New York in response to the
request., Tunds from Jamsica were sent in at least two
instailmenta. In June 1737, Mre. Lunah Burgos of Barbados
contributed 40 pounds to thé New York congregation, which .
gsum was ubilized for the purpose of building s wall
around the congregation's eemgterye

She'erith Israsel was frequently in a predicament
in the early gears when it needed the services of
galaried offiecials, particularly Hazanim. There were few
qualified men for such offices in territory near New York.
It became imperative, therefore, to rely upon foreign
congregations for such assistance. We notfrecord of an
appeal to Jamaica for a suitable school teicher.

The congregatibn'leaned heavily for support
on the London Jewish community. In the year 1737 it asked
the London congregation to suggest a Hazan, A reply was
received and noted in the minutes of October 28, 1737 to
the effect that it could not, at. that tiem, comply with the
requegt, but that it wogld attempt to secure a qualified

men for the New York congregation when it became advisable

1, Pub., Vol. 27 pp. 84
&, i, Vol, 287 p. b

5. ib. Vol . 27 P 37
4, ib. Vol. 27 p. 17 .
6. ibo VOl. 27 ppa 8"“9
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for the congregation to reinter its dead in the cemetery,
London was immediately consulted for its official ruling
a8 to the Jewish law relative to such an action., In reply
the officers of She'erith Isrsel were assured thatvthe propoged
procedure accorded with strict Jewish law and cited
pessages of the Talmud and Yoreh Deahlas authority.
London had sent four subscriptions to the building fund
whiceh was noted in the minutes of Februar§ 1730,

The New York Jewish community did not only
- accept gifts from other congregations but was happy to
reciprécate favors frequently. It was not called upon,
except on three occasions, to assist foreign Jewish
communities, presumably becguse the latter were well egtab~
lished. But in the year 1772, the communlty of St., Bustatius
sppealed to the New York congregation for relief needed as
e result of a severe gstorm which had destroyed 1ts synagogue.
The congregation sent funds, raised in subsecription,
amounting to little more fhan $190,00 which gift was
adknowleged with thgnksq Emergencies were responsible for
the other instances of asgistance rendered to foreigh Jewish
communities. From Constantinople a letter was received
desceribing the damaging effects of an earthquake in Zaphet
which had wrought havoo, killing & number of people and in-

juring property including the synagogue. The New York

10 Pubo VOl. 27 ppo 47"’50
2. 1b. JVol. 21l.pp. 24
3. ib. Vol. 21 p 115 of Pub., Vol. 11 pp 149-151
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comnunity was advised that an agent would come to collect
funds for rellef purposes. Funds were most probably
cont%‘ibuﬁed0 Smyfna suffered from the effects of & bad
fire which burned the homes of Jews and the synagogue.

The London community wrote asking for aid. Surely aid was
seﬁt.

Several letters and considerable sums of money
were gent to Moses Montefiore to aid in his Moroceo Relief
work, The original letters have been presegved. In the year
1843 the Occident carried reporﬁs of the excellent work
done by Montefiore with the aid of Cremieux of Frinoe.
Together they brought gsolace not only to the Jews of the
East but to world Jewry because of their activities in
connection with "The Damescus Affair". The New York Jewish
Community, feeling keenly its kinship with world Jewry,
gladly assisted in the enterprise. On January llth and
January 80th of the year 1843, they sent letters with en-
closures of some $700.00 and they sent funds at othgr times.
The congregation's trustees drew up a special resolution

commending Montefiore's work, and what is more important,

1. Pub. Vol., 27 pp. 19-20

& ive Vol, 27 pp. 30~ 31

3¢ ib. Vol., 27 pp. 177-179

4, The Ogcident Vol. 1 pp 390-393
5, Pub, Vol., 87 pp. 187, 146-147
6. ib. Vol. 27 pp. 117-118
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proving their keen interest in Jewry everywhere,
She'erith Israel was able to help congregations
in the United States when they were struggling for
existence, Even in Colonial times, on March 21, 1759, it
sent some $740.00 to the community in Newport to augment k
the fund to e used for building s synagogue there. The
receipt of these funds were acknowleged‘with th;nks.
Addltional requests for finﬁnoial aasistancegcama in April

1761 and on July 25, 1762. More money was remitted. The

Newport congregation sent to 3he'erith Israsel a copy of

the deed of its synagogue property as a token of apprgciationo

In the minutes of January 12, 1760 there is included &

record of the congregation having decided to lend Sefer

Torah "to the Kaal at Newport". This Sefer Torah had

apparently been returned by a congregation in Georgia to

whom it had been loaned, and now it was avasllable for Newport.
It appears that in September, 1761 a Sefer Torah

a8 loaned to the Jewigsh community of Reading, Pennsylvania

but negotiations for the loan prodeeded through the agency

of the more important Philadelphia eongiegaﬁion.

1,
Pub, Vol., 27 pp 177-180
g, ibh. Vol 27 pp 183-184
e ib. Vol. &7 P 181
4., ib, Vol 27 pp 20-21 Reding was not known to have had =
, Jewlgh community until many yvears
: later than the sbove date, Perhaps
1 it had a community which disintergrated
and grew up again later




The Cincinnati Jewish community received penefits

from She'srith Israel of New York City in the year 1818 when
the gecond synagogue of the New York Congregation wag ready
for ocoupancy., The Cincinnati congregation was loaned the
chandeliers, which had evidently been used in the ola
&yn;gogue, Again on September 10, 1835, just one year
after the completion of consiruction of its new Croghy Street
gynagogue, there is recorded in the congregational minutes
an item stating that five brass ohandeliérs were loaned to
Messrs., Ralph Jonas, Hlias Mayer and Phineas Moges in
Cincinnati, to hewed in their synagogue and which were

to be "be returned when no longer in uge." On one occasion
a Sefer Torah was loaned to the Clneinunatl congregation,

In October of the year 1829 there is a record
whioch demonstrates that the sum of¢$360000 wes conﬁributed
to the gynagogue of Richmonad, Virgznia.

The strong bond which apparently unitted congregation
She'erith Israel with Jewry everywhere, the virile feecling
of kinship with world Jewry, its willingness to recelive
ald for religious purposes and its generosity in serving
other congregations assisting them in their building enter-
prises and lending them Torahs and the intereat in the
Jewlsh communities in the far eapt-=-w- all this indicates
the fine Jewish spirit of the Jewish community of New York

in early times.
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"PHILANTHROPYY

Unorganized Sogisl Servige

The philanthropies of the Jewigh community of
New York City until comparatively recent times, operated
exolusively through congregaetional channels. At the be-
ginning all communai gsocial service funotioned through the ' i
Parnas of the congregation and his board, or resulted from
the asction which took place in congregational meebings.
Tater charitable organizations were formed and these were
in every instance until rather recent years, affiliated
with particular congregationse.

The Jewish community was faced by several types
of social problems. There were always the itinerant poor
to be cared for or despatched from the city. These were .
dependent families of deceased congregational employes who
muet be supported., Finally, there were even preaént in

the community the sick, the indigent snd the sooially un-

1
ad justed.

1. It is indeed unfortunate thet no original records are

available which degoribe in detall the character of the

cagee assisted by the community.
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Chexities for Looal Needs

Before definite organizations had been established
to administer to the needs of the poor of the city, we fing |
records such &s the following sprinkled throughout the minute
books of the She'erith Israel Congregation: M"Resolved that
40 shillings shall be given in small sums to the poor Shoe-
meker and140 ghille in the like manner be given to Issac

Navarro. "

The sum of 5 pounds was sent t0 the family of
2

Levy Moses, who wag detained in prison and & pounds was

contributed to one Dorag Benja, probably the wife of a pris-
3

onexs. .

Mazos were distributed to the poor.

On one occagion, an ingividual, Moges Hart, wae
granted one loaf of bread daily.

An interesting item appears in the minutes of
September 18, 1773 when it was decided upon the spplication
of Marshall Jacobs for assistance, to return to him the

total of all funds he had peid into the congregationsl

6
treasury. Such and similer actions may have bheen acliuated

by & desire to prevent pauperization whenever possible.
————— LA A 2 F L X X ]
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Medical attention was provided for the indigent
sick as is demonstrated by the minutes when the physieian,
1
Andrew Judah, was reimbursed for such services. Money

was given to the impoverished sick and there is s resord of

2

& house being provided for the sick.

The sum of 10 pounds was granted to Jacob Cohen
for the purpose of securing more comfortable living gquarters
"ag his wife's present condition requiresvit.ﬁs

| The sum of $1500.00 had been spent by the congre-
gation for the purpose of supporting one Martha Lazarus who
hed been dependent for 6 years and 9 mon‘ths;4

The type of social service described was typical

of the philanthropies of the New York Jewish Community un-
til approximately the year 1787. There was another kind of
service which proved a more serious problem during the same
period.

Dependent families of deceased salaried employees
of the congregation, including the families of Hazanim,
Shohetim and Shamasim frequently became a burden on the
Jewish community. It appears that in a&ll instances when
deaths of former officisls created & condition of dependen-
¢y, the congregation willingly granted amnuities to the

widowg of such deceased persong. These annual grants, it

1. Pub. Vad. o7, ps 28




gshould be obhserved, usually amounted to the same sumg as
had formerly been paid to the husbands when they were in
the active service of the congregation. This 1z a note-

worthy faect, mors particularly because the congregation, it-

self, suffered consistently by reason of inadequate income,
being ususlly unable to meebt the budgetary requirementa.l
Among the widows of deceased congregational ser-
vants. who wewre the reeiplents of annuities from the congre-
gation, may be mentioned several which were typioal: g
on Ogtober 3, 1743, the widow of Solomon Meyers

(or Slolomon Bar Meyer), the recently deceased Shohet of the
> A 5
congregation, was granted an annuity of 30 pounds, which an-
3
nual grant was decreased to 20 pounds four years later when

the finaneial problems of the congregation became more Press=-
4

ing, Meyer's successor was paid only 80 pounds annual salary,
which wag supplemented by perquisites.

 In the year 1753, the widow of Agher Campansl, the
deceased Shamas, became the reeipient of an amuel gift of

Sy o D e A B Qe S (TP e e Kl (M B qun o e S ot

1.7his fact was made elear elsewhere in this. paper. The con-
gregation would probably not have been troubled with finan-
cial problems had it not been willing to aceept its social
regponsibilities in connection with the present discussion.
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20 pounds, which sum was augmented in 1758 by B pounds plusg
a supply of wood and matzoth. Six years after the death of'
Campanal, the remuneration of the Shamas of the oongregétion
in_that vear smounted to less than the amount given to the
WidOW'Of Campana%. On Mey 7, 1759 the congregation regolved
to "paly the widow of the late Shamas 20 pounds yearly.ﬂz

Trom these and other examples which need not be in-
cluded. in this vaper, it is apparent that the congregation and
its membership conceived it their duty to support in comfertable
fashion the families of deceased employess. Nowhere in the

emgregation's mimnbes can be found a single reference to in-

dicate otherwise.

The Itinewant Pooxr

New York City is so situated that there can be no
cause Tor astonishment by the fact that many poor itinerant
Jews found their way to the city. Weny of these, once there,
the Jewish commmity was compelled to esre for,

p At the very firast eongregational meeting of which
recePds have been preserved, the meeting of September 15,
1728, this problem was discussed and a naive solubtion was de-
cided upon. The ?arnas'of the congregation was authorized,
himgelf, to administer to the needs of itinerant, indigent
individuals; He‘was aunthorized to grant {to such individuals.

asgsilstance Lo the exbent of 8 shillings per week during a
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period not to exceed 12 wesks. As early as possible the
stranger was to be sent away "to sum othere place™ for
which journey the Parnas was permitted to spend a maxi-

mum sum of 40 shillings for each such individual, If
itinerant poor should come in families then the Parnas must
consult the other congregational officers who would consult
wi th himﬁand together decide as to proper disposition of the

1
problem.

Many of the strangers who asked for ald desired
travelling expenses to distant points., the congregation
actually paid passage fares to Barbados, Curacao, etc,J
Some of these were probably adventurers and others may have
come to the colonies with the intention to remain permanent-
ly, but finding adjustment too difficult, desired to return
home.

In some instances the indigent strangers in New
York were dispatched to other communities for aid, Upon
the application of such a person the congregation decided to
gsupport him while he was in New York but to send him to
Philadelphia to secure money for his proposed trip to Bar-
badoes. In the event that he should still lack 3 or 4 pounds
after having obtained funds from Philagelphia, that deficiency

3
would be supplied by the congregation.

Pub. vol. 21, p.3
Pub, vol. 21, p. 117
Pub. vol., 21, p. 109; Pub. vol. 27, p. 99
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The community, in its very early history, adopt=-
ed a principle that is now regarded as sound social service.
It was the policy to send indigent strangers to their home
clties or the points from which they had éome; they sent,
for example, a "dumb man" bgck to Philadelphia from whence
he had oome.l

To gain the proper appreciation of the extent of
the Philanthropies of the early Jewish community of New |
York Gity, in connection with the problem of indigent strangers,
it Shéuld be necessary only to read the congregational min- !
utes,listing five items of congregational expense paid for |
the Journeys of such persons. In the congregational year
1740-1741, almost 15 pounds was spent for this type of phil-
anthropy alone. this sum amouwnted to about 8% of the fotal

2
congregational budget of the year. ‘ /

That the congregation she'erith lsrael assisted a

" large number of Jewish itinerants is apparent. from the fact

the t arrangements were made with the Shanasim when they were
employed by which they must always have a room ready for
such people and must be prepared not merely to give the sgtran-

gers lodging facilities, but must likewise give them board.

According to the terms of this novel clause in the contracts

the Shamasin were to receive no extra remuneration for the

trouble and expense of lodging such poor persons, but the
3

congregation agreed to reimburse them for cost of board.
1. Fub, Vol. 27, p. 117

2. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 43

3, ib. p. 87




Organized Philanthropy

The earliest records of the first organized Jew-

igh gocial service agency in New York City bear the date
1 .
May 21, 1786. Phis organization, by the name Hebra Gemilas

Hasadim, directed all organized philanthropic activitiesg of
the Jewlsgh community until the year 1799 when the societyr
Mathan Basether was formedzto.supplement and complement the
work of the first organization. The Gemilas Hasadim had
ceased to function by the year 1802 when a gimilar 9rganiza~
tion, the Hebhra Hased Va Awnet came into existenee.d

The Hebra Gemilas Hagadim was a general charitable

organization, administering'funds and other assisbtance to the

needy of the community. It supplied fuel, medicine and money

wherever it was deemed wise. Its members were compelled, on

penalty of a eongiderable fine to visit the sieck. The organiza-

tion took charge of all funeral arrangements. It owned a
hearse. Various tools and implements necessary for'interment
ﬁﬁ of corpses were the pfqp@rty of the organization which it kept
in a shed constructed on the cemetery lot in the year 1789,

It extended "religious congolation" to mourners and "greatly
contributed.toward the maintenance of brotherly love and kind-

: 4
ly feeling in the community.
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1
The head of the Hebra was ealled Gaboy. Its

2
governimg board consisted of four "mangerg". Records re-

veal the names of four treasurers of the organization:

Abraham Tsaaes, 1786; Isaac Levy, 1787; Benjamin Jacobs,
1789; Jacob Hard, 1790.5
Phe sources of revenue of the organization wers
derived from regular dues £from its members, initiation fees,
gifts and "offerings" made in the synagogue. The schedunle
of revenue :Eollows:4
Initiation fee of new member was four pay-
ments to be paid cuarterlyeesce..ca, L.17.4 1lbhe
Annual dues 0.1.6
Monthly dues (in addition to above 0.2.0 :

Tine for non attendance at Minyan (at the

synagogue or, more likely, at the house of

B R R

mourning) during the seven days of mourn~-

ing. 0.1.0

Ifine for non attendance at Minyan the
morning of Jah¥zeit. | 0.1.0
Pine for non attendance at Minyah on

the afbernoon of Jahizeit. - 0.0.6
Pine "for not sitting up with the sick"

when summoned. - each offense 0.8.0
Fine for insulting the Gaboy 0.1.0
~Pine for absence from general meeting of

the Hebra 0.,1.0

1. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 150 3. Pub. Vol. 27, p. 203
2. Pub. Vol. 27, p. Rb3 4, Pub. Vol., 27, p. 853




‘Due probably, to thé urgent pressure of finan-
cial difficulties on the part of thé congregation, it was
odnsidered necessary to impose some restrietions on the
manner in which funds could be subseribed to the Hebra
Gemilas Hasadim. Though the congregation desired %o
"Countenance every @Gharitable Institutidn as far as con-
gigtent with the interests of this congregation" it would
permit offerings to be made Lo the Hebra in the SyNagogue .
But it was decreed that no person might "make more than
one offering for the said society" at a time and a person,
making a such offering, at the same time is "obliged to
offer for fthe Zedakah" (the congregational treasury).

Right was reserved to rescind this acetion should if be found
later that too much money would be deverted from the con-
gr@gatioh by reason of the existence of the Hebra.l The con-
gregation was fearful of this possible conseguence and being
unéccustomed $0 such an organization it is understandable.
Much digcussion followed; there was question as fto whether
the Parnass and his aseistants had authority to act for the
congregation.2 It appesrs, however that the synagogue did
give its complets support to the organization or it could

neither have exdsted as long as it did nor funetioned as

effeetively.

1. Pub. Vol. 21 pp. 151
2. Pub. Vol. 21 pp. 151-
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In the year 1799 the Society "Mattan Bagether"
was established as an affiliated organization of the

She'erith Israel congregation. On December 20, 1805 the

Hazan Gershom Seixas made reference to the "Kalfe Sedaagn"

which he sald had been established in the congregation in
1
the year 1799. In the same sermon it becomes elear that

the "Kalfe Sedaca" and the Mattam Basether" are gynonomons
2
usages. The organization was generally known, however, as

the "Mattan Basether™ or the "Society Matban Bashtker."

This charitable organization had as its purpose
the performance of philanthropic acts in a private way. The
recipients of charity admistered by the Mattan Basether would

|7 -

&
not be make known to the communitiy. The names of contributors

A ' t0 the funds of the organization, likewise, would be kept
4
gacretb.

Z In the year 1805 a committee was appointed for Tthe
purpose of revising the laws of the organization, or to sug-

- gest revisions of the constitution. The members of the commit-
tee were Jacques Ruden, Aaron Levy and M. Meyers. In their

report these gentlemen made the interesting observation that

although the Jewish community of the city had very generously
distributed charity in the past the charity had been "applied

in such a manner ag to have been productive of a limited effect.”
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Relief had resulted only temporarily but not Permanently.
The committen emphasgized the fact that New York City, due
to its favorable location, its éommercial advantages and the
frieddliness of its 1nhavifants, would surely grow very
rapidly until, in time, the Jews might expect there "the
largest congregation in the world." Because of this expedt-
ed enlargement of the community, the commitbee recommended
that the Mattan Basether form the foundations of a permanent
organization "able to cope with the problems of a populous
city." DFinally the Committee recommended that a permanent
house for the Poor and a hogpital be established,l

?he gsociety dispensed the sum of $350.00 in the
year 1804.“ There are no further records of imporﬁance yer-
taining to the society Mattan Basether.

In the year 1802, the Hebra Hased Va Amet (Ve
Emet) organized for the purpose of continuing the activities
of the Hebra Gemilas Hasadim whieh had, by that year, dis-
integrated. It administered to bereaved members of the com-
munity, attend funerals, made funeral arrangsments, vigited

3
the sick, digpensed charity etc.
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On January 18, 1828 th@."SOOi@ty for the Rducation
of Poor children and Relief of Indigent Persong" was formed.
It, too, was counected with the She'erith Isrsael congregation.
It evidently assumed a pogition of importance in the community
for at its first annivergary special services were held in.
the synagogue before a large audience. On thisg oceasion g
subseriptions to the organization amounting to nearly $4.00,
were made.l

Before the year 1850 another philanthropic organiza-
tion had been established in the congregation. - The "She'erith
Israel Sewing Association™ was in existence in the year 1847,
meeting every Wednesday during the winbter months from 11:00
A. M. to 2:00 P. M. Pifty women were members of this organiza-
tion in 1847.2 It has been said that the first Sewing Society
providing clothing for the poor wag founded in Baltimore in
the year 185605 It can not categorically be maintained that
the NWew York Sewing organization provided clothing to the
poor but the present writer believes that it was a philanthrop-
iec organization. |
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Philanthropie Orgenizations Connected with other
~ CGongregstiong, | |
The B'nai Jeshurun synagogue was establighed
prineipally by a group of families who secedsd from the
She'erith Israel Congregation about the year 1%1?«

In the year 1819 an organization known as the "

"Female Hebrew Benevolent Society" was created by Mrs,
Aaron Levy and Mrs. Hannah Levy ag an affiliasted organi-
zation of the congregation. It was aotive, at firet, in
general inclusive philanthropic activity. It cared for
casaes of desertion and itinerants. The report read at

its 25th anniversary, included the statement, "The

Judicious kindness of our Visiting Committee is frequently
more important than the money they furnish." If the
organization did actually minister to the poor with
“judioious kindness" it accomplished the as yet not alto-
éether realized objéctive of medern socisl seriice. The
orgenization had spent $232,75 during the year 1843-1844
snd had s balance on hand of more than $200,00. The
writer could f£ind no further references ﬁo an orgsnization
of this precise name. "The Ladies Benevdent Society",

| apparently well organized, existed in the year 1844, At

that time the following officers: Mrs. John M, Davis,

FPirst Directress; Mrs., M. Micholl, Second Directress;
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Mrs, M. Morrison, Treasurer; Reverand S. M. Isaacs wag
Honarary Secretary. The new name of the orgéni;ation
may merely indicate & change o0f name or 1t may mean that
an entirely different organization had been formed,
the "Female Hebrew Benevolent Society" having altogether
ceased to exist in the year 1844.

In the year 1881 the "New York Hebrew Benevolent
Society", also connected with the B'nal Jeshurun congre-
gation came into being. Its twenty second anniversary

was observed in style, with a banguet and speech making,

101,

Many distinguished non Jews attended the function, -ineluding
a

geveral lawyers and editors and three distinguished musicians.

Reversnd S. M. Isaasos of the congregation delivered the
prencipal address which was weli received, A prominent
CGhristian, Salem Dutcher, also spoke at this occgsion.
Women, usually absent from such affairs, were at this
important time,present. The Occident reports " What lent
and sdditional and peculiar spirit to the enjoyment of the
fengt was the concealed presence of gseveral ladies who-=-we
had been sdmitted into the gallery usually occupiled by

the orchestrae=—=--- e neat curtain, belng placed as é
screen, left them a full view, whilst their faces were only

4
partially exposed.
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This organization collected the sum.of $3,000,00
for its expenses during the year 18i5. The following year
its income wags $3,500,00, This fact was reported at its
twenty fourth anniversary banquet meeting held on November
5, 1845, which Reverand Mr. 3abagh, an Episcopal minister
apike, and the City Reco%der, among other prominent
personages, was in attendance, The sum of . $&,000,00 was
collected at this meeting, $200.00 or ten per cent of

which was contributed by the ladies of the wealthy Hendricks

5 .
fami lyo

Mor@ep@iﬁMa@uel Noah,editor, dramatist, critic, philanthro-

i

pist,Jewish communal leader,popular and powerful man of affairs,

was president in the years 1844, 1845 and 1846, In the

latter year control rested in his hands together with =
Vice President, a Treasurer and eight Directors.

In the year 1847 the New York Hebrew Benevolent
Soclety spent for ite charitable enterprizes the sums of
$2,251,45, It owned stocks, bonds and other property to
the extent of $6,815,76 which fund kept constantly ingreaw
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It has been maintained that a penniless and
friendless Jew entered the oity hapital of New York in
the year 1880 where , in response to his jesire for
Jewish company, John Hart and Joseph Davig responded,
Through the efforts of these men fhe stranger left the
hospital with funds. Upon the death of this individual,
he left a bequest of $300,00 which sum became the treasury
of a New organization called the Hebrew Benevolent Society.
This organigzation (which in the year 1860 opened & home for
children or what was then West 29th Street between 8th
and 9th Avenues, and which ig said, in 1870, to have béeome
known s the “Hebrew Benevolent snd Orphsn Asylum Society")
1s reported ultimately in 1874 to have become the United Hebrew
Chaiitieso

Thigs original organization , formed during or
immediately after the year 1880, can have reference only to _
the New York Hebrew Benevolent Society of B'nai Jeshurun
congregation, No other organization of a similar name was _
formed in or about the year 1820. One of the charitable
ingtitutions affiliated with She'erith Israel could not
have been the forerunner of the United Hebrew Charities of
New York City. The congregation, which had never been

financially strong, must have suffered serious financial

blow when many of ite ashkenazle members withdrew to form
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the B'nai Jeshurun synsgogue, We have demonstrated that

the philanthropio'work of the She'enth Israel ocontinuned

after that event, But nowhere in the columng of the Ocoldent
of in the minuted of the congregation can be found references
to any organization by the name of the New York Hebrew
Benevolent Society or to any similar name of an organization
connected with She'erith Israel.,

Undoubtedly, then, if the United Hebrew Charities
the forerunner of the Assoclated Jewish Gharities which
started in New York in 18%4, found its origin in the New
York Hebrew Benevolent Bociety then the Assoclated Jewish
Chariﬁies can trace its beginnings to the B'hai Jeshrun
congregation, There is every reason to believe that the
New York Hebrew Benevolent Soclety did eventually expand
into the Associated Jewish Charities, The Fformer organis-
ation, flourishing in a growing congregation, under able
lesdership, had amsssed a very considerable sum of money
as early as the year 1847, It was by far the strongest
Jewish philanthropic organization in New York Oity by the
middle of the 19th century.

Two organlzstions bearing slightly similar names
to "Hebrew Benevolent Soclety" are mention in the Occident
ag having funotioned in New York immediately prior to 1350.
The Bachelors Hebrew Loan Association is referred to
in a letter from the organization on Octoter 18, 15&8 and

4
again on January 15, 1849, In Margh of the year 1849 the

1. Bogen, p, 10

2. The Occident Vol. 6 pp 416, 618-620

3+ ibe Vol., 6 p, 416
4;5 ib. Vol, 6 PP 618-619




Young Men's Hebrew Benevolent Assoeiation wag crested
according to a press annouiOement. These were apparantly
separate organizations, |

The Bachelor's Hebrew Benevolent Loan Society
evidently had as 1ts sole purpose the free giving of loans
to the needy, This orgsnization was unquestionably the
first free loan soclety to he established by the Jews in
the United 3tetes. It has been sald that the first such
organization was probably founded in Cineinnati in the
yesar 1833. From its report for the preceding year in thé
columns of the Ocoident on October 18, 1848, we gather that .
the organization was finesncially sound. It had given out
loans during the year to the amount of $252,50 and hed given
direct relief totaling $110.16, Approximately $400,00
remained in its treasury and ite membership of 97 was
"daily‘ineieasing". At the annual benefit hall held by
the organization immedlately before January 15, 1849, the
gum of $1,02%.18 wag realized in net profits, Some Christians
in the community attended the daﬁce.

The Young Men's Hebrew Benevolent Associstion
having a membership, in the year 1849, of 108 members,
apparently had as its principal purpose the glving of fuel
to the poor in winter., Annual dues charged were $2.00 per

5
member.
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Im the year 1844, five separate philanthroplc

organizations were affiliated with the B'nai Jeshurun
\ -~ _ L
Congregation. These will be mentioned in the order of

their apparent importance:

1. The New YOI‘]CN_HGT)I‘QW Benevolent SOGI'LGJG;Y
2. ‘Uhe lLadles' Benevolent Society
3. Uhe Gemilas Hesed 2
4. ‘dhe New York Talmud Torsh and Hebrew
Theological Institute
- b. The Society for Indigent 0ld Men

Affiliated with the Sha'are Tefillah synagoguse,
the structure of which was completed in August, 1847, there
was a ladies' Benevolent soglety funcltioning hefore the

&
yaar 1850,

Other Instances of Jewish Thilanthropy

Before the middle of the nineteenth century very
little money was begueathed by deceased members of the New

York Jewish Community to the congregation She'erith Israel.

1. ‘'"he Oceident, vVol. 1, p. 514

2. 1his organization was evidently concerned only with the
making of funeral arrangements, the giving of religious
consolation, personal visitations to the slck, and in
the houses of mourning, etc. ULhere were other organi-
rations in the congregation to dispense charity.

3, ‘the Occident, Vol. 5, pp. 461-462; Vol. 4, pp. H08-509;

vol. H, p. 218
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There would have been little reason to leave bequests
specifically for philanthropic purpoges, or, in later years,
to the charitable organizations of the ayhagogue, for con-
cerned individuals well knew that money left to the synagog-
ue would be used for the best interests of the community.
More money might have been bequeathed, nevertheless, by oer~‘
tain‘individuals and more bequests might have heen made to
the congregation. the present writer oan not agree with the
view of the writer of an article on "Wills of Harly Jews bf
Tew Yor:,”l that the early Jews were geunerous in this respect.
Joshua Isaacs, in his will under date of Septem-
ber 6, 1744, bequeathed the sum of 50 pounds to the She'erith
Israel congregation, the income of which was to be used to
support a free Hebrew school. He left bequests for no other
charitable purposes although he was apparently wealthy.g
Jacob kranks, a very wealthy man, apparently left no money
for the congregation or the Jewish poor of the city, dbut his
estate made & donation of 26 pounds to the congregational

3
treasury.

None of the members of the wealthy Comez family,
as far as can be determined from records, bhegueathed large
amounts to charity or to the congregation. Isaac Gomez

stipulated in his will (September, 1770) that 15 pounds was
4

to go to the congregation. Benjamin Gomez in his will

1. cf. Pub. vol. .23, pp. 147 £f.

2. N.Y. Historical Soclety, vol. &8, pp., 11-12

4. Tub. Vol. 27, p. 102

4. ib. vol. 27, p. 108
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provided 10 pounds for the congregation. liordecal Gomez
who died in 1750, an exceedingly wealthy man, left only
25 ?ounds to the congregation~-and certain Hebrew books,

Jdavid Gomez, weallthy though he was, bequeathed only 10

pounds to the congregation, though he, like Mordecal and

Louis Gomez, bequeathed certain Jewish things to the con-
3
gregation. Isaac Adolphus left only 10 pounds to the syn-
4

agogue. Joseph Bueno bequeathed 20 pounds to the symagog-
ueao Uriah Hyam left 6 pounds to the congregatlon. Sam~
uel Myers Cohen, althoush he left 25 pounds each to four ex-
ecutors of his will to provide for them mourning clothing,
left only 25 pounds to the oongregation.6

Isaac Pinheiro, very wealthy, left nothing to the
synagogue nor did #Moses Levy leave any funds for philanthrop-
ic purposesf Isaac. Levy, who left a considerable estate,

: 8
made no hequests to the poor or to the congregation.
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Michael lichaels evidently had no dependents, yel he be-
queathed no money to the cong:r‘egation.l lany of the mem-
bers of the Jewish Community of Harly New York City, who
had, through their generosity, built up the congregation,

benefitted it little when dead. It is & strange fact.




THE POSITION OF wHE JRWS IN YHE oOMuuyIry AT LARGE
FROM WHE TATE 18th CENIURY ynrIIL 1850

Teonomic Status

Elsewhere in this paper we have presented some
data regarding the commercial activities of the Jews in
the earliest history of the New York Jewish Community. We
have learned that the small community waes a real factor
in the business life of the period. 4Yhey were engaged in
the import and export trade, carrying on business rela~ |

tions with merchants of London, Amsterdam, bBarbadoes, Khode

Island and virginia. UYhey also traded at the well-known
trading posts in the wieinity of New York City. : é

It is the purpose of the writer to consider at L
this point the economic status of the community during the
latter part of fhe eighteenth and first half of the nine-
teenth centuries.

One fact is indisputable, that by the middle of
the nineteehth century, a comparatively large part of the
Jewlish population of the city was coufortably situated so-
onomically. Otherwise, it would be impossible to explain
the great amount of money that was expended for philanthrop-

ic purposes during the fifth decade of the nineteenth cen-

tury.

he wills of several Jews discussed in this paper

in relationship to Jewish philenthropy indicate that at
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ab out the'year 1750. the Jews of New York hag begun to es-
tablish themselves solidly in an economic way, Ag wes
indicated, some Jews who died during the middle of the
18th century were fairly wealthy. the fact that the con-
gregation She'erith lsrael suffered economic disabilities
during and after that time can mean little in relation to
the present discussion for the total membership of the con-
gregation remained exceedingly small consistently until about
the year 1850. ‘here were only 52 paying members of the con-
gregatlion in the year 1748 as is seen from a list of such
members of that yearal

the congregation was burdened with all the expense
of a Wellmorganized community, accepted the burden of local
philanthropies, and ecared for itinerant destitute and for
the families of deceased congregational employees. Hven
though the members of the congregation were comfortably sit-
vated, the communal demands on them were &o considerable and
théir numbers were so small that the synagogue continued to.
be amnoyed by economic problems, |

Considerable information on the subject has heen
gathered by a writer% He mede mention of the following per—
tinent facts:

Hayman Levy owned most of the houses on Luke Street.
His principal business activity was in the capacity of fur-
rier. He ﬁerehandised general articles such ag shoes, tents,

camp eg@uipment, ete. John Jacob Astor, as a youth was
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1
employed by Levy.  ILevy, together with Samuel Judah, Jacoh

Momes, Jacob lyers, Jonas Philips and Isagc Seixas, among
others signed a document in 1770 which was ggleulated to ef-
fect more favorable taxation terms with England, vhese men
were evidently merchants of prominanee.g

Burglars, robbing the home of Mrs. Rebeccs Hays, took,
among other articles "a §ilver tankard, large silver howl,

3
and a pair of earvings.”

Uriah Hendricks was a prominent business man. He
died in New York in 1798. Harmon Hendricks, the son of Urish,
was born in 1767 and died in the year 1837. He was in the
metal business and also owned the Soho Rolling Mills at Belle-
ville, N.¥Y. Harmon Hendricks subscribed the sum of $40,000.00
to a loan fund requested by the U.S. goverument to help the
country finance the War of 1812.4 f

Sampson Simson, the leader in the Jewish community,
was the owner of many-tfdding vessels. He was one of the men
who drafted the original comstitution of the New York Chamber

of Commerce.
Prom congregational records we know that in the mid-

dle of the 18th century Daniel Gomez, among other articles,
6

probably imported pork.

l. larkens, pp. 14-17

£. Pub., Vol. 4, p. 89

3. larkens, p. l4

4., Narkens, pp. 16-17. Although the public was requested to
subgcribe $16,000,000.00 dess than §4,000,000.00 was
actually raised. Hendrick's subsoription represemt-
ed more than 1% subsecribed in the whole county. cf.
Pub. Vol. 4, p. 90

5, Pub. Vol. 2, p. 83

6. Pub. Vol. 27, p. 244
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He also sold clothing, hosiery, cloth, powder, ol@-
Wyer Myers, one of the most important Jewigh compunal
leaders in the early histdry of New York was a celebrated
gilversmith.

Isaac Gomez was the owner of the brig, "The
Farmer“usold to hjgiby‘isaao da Silva, who was also & mer-
chant in New York. 'he sale was made in 1794, the price
being $1600.00 |

According to a statement of amounts of duties paild
to the government on auction sales in Hew York City during
the year 1816, the following Jews of the city were taxed a®

listed:

Benjamin Seixas 58, 120,71
Simon Nathan 788.76
liordecal liyer 467.26

This item was taken Irom TLongworth's Pocket Almanac of 1818
2
and transcribed.

Te above record would appear to jrdicate that the
three men mentioned above operated exceedingly large busl-
nesses., ‘the amounts of government taxes mentioned are stag-
gering. The ye cord gives one the notlon that a considerable

amount of buying and selling in New York City in the early

19th century must have been carried on by auction.

1. Pub. Vol. 27, p. 244
2, Pwk Yel 27
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Another item, from the same Source gg inaicated a-
bove, demonstrates that loses Judah was & Director of the
Phenix Bank which was capitglized at $700,000.00 when its
charter was issued in 1812.1

In the year 1784, Isaac Moses, & merchant of Ijew
York City, was one of 30 prominent men who signed a memorial
presented to the New York Staté Logiglature calculated to im-
prove public credit and securities. UNosges subscribed thé
gum of $15,000 to a fund of 1,500,000, gecured by the govern-
ment for the purpose of prov}sionimg the United States Army
during thevﬁevolutionary war:

Samson Simson of Bhe'erith Isyael, long active in
that congregation was able to contribute the sum of §3,000.

to a different congregation of New York in the year 18562,

He was a graduate of Cplumbia, '1800, and one of the founders
3
of Mt. Sinai Hospital.

The members of the New York Jewish community were
engaged in innumerable oocupations before the middle of the
19th century; in the crafts may be mentioned Samson A. Myers,
a eoypersmitha‘ wany Jews were engaged in the manufacture of
sealing wax and ¢uill pens during the perigd vinich came ap-
proxim&fely between the years 1820 to 1840. Hyman Myers was

6 7
a butcher. Aaron Levy was an auctioneer.

1. Pub, vol. 27, p. 398

2. Pub. vol. 2, pp. 86~87, cf. Pub. Vol. 2, pp. 7887

% ;E"leo VO:L. 9 3 ppo 6‘/11:“66 ; .i?ll-b @ Volo 22 s e 158

4,  Pub.. Yol. 25, p. 123

5., Markens, p. 20

6. Pub. Vvol. 13, Appendix of article listing the names of
Jows of N.Y. City who were maturalized, in
the years 1740-1741

7. Pub. vol. 27, p. 337
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The following Jewish men owned vgggels which
cruised the high seas in search of Prey. Privateering was
considered an honorable oceupation 150 years apo. ‘''he men
listed were active in the last quarter of the 18th centurys

Nephtali Hart had an interest in the
Dolphin snd the piamond.=*

Isaac lioses, one of the most active
men in New York interested in priva-
teering, owned many ships. Moses wasg
nentioned above in relation to other
enterprises.2 Other Jows in New York
City were engaged in privateering.3

Moses Gomez owned the following real
property the value of which was ap-
praised by the State of New York for
taxation on June 24, 1791:

1. Building at 203 Water St.
Value +.0..L300 pounds
2. SBtore Building on Front
SLreet cosecsscrsssesss 800
3. House and Coopers shop
on Pront Streete.eese.s 400
4., House at 18 Water HBtreet. 500
b, House at-28 Hanover Square
) ...-......850
6. House at 29 Queen Street..860
7. House at 30 Queen Street..860
8., House on Golden Hill......2b00
9. House and shop on " ".s...860
10. House on Golden Hill......150
11l. House on Golden Hill......300 4
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1. Pub. Vol. 23, p. 16b

2, ib. vol. 23, pp. 172-174

%, ¢f, ibid, p. 165 ff. ' _

4, N. Y. Hist. Soc. Colleotion 1911, vol. 2, pp. 319, 320,
ZpL, 383, 327, 858, 269, 370




The following Jews of New York are listed as
property owners before the eighteenth gentury:
The Xast Ward
David Levy, HRebecca lsaacs, "Jew wWidow", Moses levy, Joseph
Isaacs, Jageph Bueno, Moses levi, Hendrick Meyer.
| The Dock Ward

Jew Woman . '
The Bowery Division

Solomon Pieterson, Joseph Bueno, Jacob Solomans, Abreham
Pieters.
The North Ward

David %endrioks, vpsuherus Hendricks"™, Isaac Abramse, Abram
Isaac.
B,_Gomgz was o stationer and book salesman as wasrﬂaphtali
Judah.

The following are referred to by Isaac Markens &as
important in the 19th century:

8. Luedo wag a piloneer in the manufacture of copal
varnish in the United States. Moses L. Moses and Isaac
loses were important cotlon brokers. lNaphtali Judabh served

as one of the first presidents of the Mechanics Bank. His

son, samuel N. Judah became engaged in COmMmMerce with South
Americe and Spain. Henry Hert was President of the uthird
Ave. #ail Road Co. . Velleman sntroduced the manufacturing
of whalebones within this country. Asher Marx became well

known as & merchant.

1. . ¥, Hist. Soc. tollection 1911, vol. 2, pp. 319, 320,
322, 323, 327, 358, %609, 370

5. pub. vol. 30, p. 98 ff.

3, larkens, pp. 19-206




By the middle of the 19th century, it is evident
that the members of the New York Jewish community were already
well established in the economlc life of the city. uthey

had by that time laid the foundations of a great economic %

prosperity which was destined rapidly to Lollow.
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@ultural and Political Status

In the period we shall now congider, the Jews not
suffering restraintes, apparantly became prominently identirfiea
with the general 1life of the community, They became
educated and cultured in some instances, They were respected
because gome of their number were leaders in the professiqng.
They participated in full méasure in the War of the
American Revolution, had assisted the American cause by
patriotic service as well as by Tinancisl contributions.

They, likewise, responded to the country's need in the war

6f 1812, Although the Jews were philanthropic in the community
at large they supported their own charities. The Jewish
community had not yet become sufficiently large, wealthy

or powerful to be conspicuous in an unfavorable manner. There
could be no reasons for Anti Semlitian in early New York
Qity=-«-except that Hlind fenaticism and prejudice needs no
reagon., It is evident, however, that the anti Jewish

feeling was an unimportant factor in the life of the community
before the year 1850, The Jewish community was for the most
part socially alone, but there were occasions when the good
feeling of non Jews brought the two groups togéther.

Beforse the year 1783, only two medical schools
existed in the present United States. Until this date only
an insignificant number of gtudents had been enrolled in
each of these schools, In New York City between 1695-1775,

&
there were only 44 medical practitioners in New York City.

1, afe My treatment of the banquet of the New York Hebrew
Benevolent Society.
& Valentine pp. 396-397




The following Jews were in the medical profesgsion
in early New York:

1. 1761 Dr. Andrew Judash, who 1t will be recalled,
was paid by the She'erith Erael congregation
for medical attention to certain Poor persons.

2¢ A D{. Levy 1s mentioned, too, in the congregational

records,

3, 1768 Dr, Jacob Igaac, mentioned in the records
of the congrggatione

4, Dr, Nunegz, mentioned in the records of the
congreggtion.

5. Dr, Elies Woolin

6, Dr, Isaac Abrahams, s graduate of Columbis

7. Dr. Barnet Cowan 1786

8. Dr. Hyman Isaac Long

9, Dr. Joel Haﬁt

10. Dr. Deniel L. M, Peixotto, who it may be recalled

igsued & statement urging the people not to fast on the 9th

of Ab during the cholers epidemic of 1832, was one of the most

celebrated of New York physicians in the first half of the 19th
entury. After having gradusted fromthe Columhia College
Medical school in 1819, he studied Ffor a master of arts degree
which was swarded him in 1826. A scientist of distinetion,

1. Pub, Vol., 21 p. 60 cf. Pub. Vol 22 p 156

2. ibh  Vol, 22 pp. 160-161

3. ib Vol. 22 p 160

4. cf. Pub. Vol, 22 p 160




Peixotto was at first a contributor to ang 1ater editor of
the"New York Medicsl and Physical Journal? which was the
first scientific medical magazine published in Americe.

He became Vice President of the Medical Society of the city
and county of New Yorkvand was a Fellow of the College of
Phygiciang and Surgeons of the universify of the State

of NewlYork.

The daughter of Dr. Peixotto, Judith Sslzedo
Peixotto, was pfobably the fifst Jewish public school
teacher in New York City. She began to assume such & position
during or approximately the year 1843, In 1850 when she
became a principsl of the James Street Jewish elementary
school, Miss Peixotto was the first Jewish person to have
become principal of a public school in New Yoik City,

The prominent Mordecal Manuel Noah became &
powerful force in the community, a fact which probably
rebounded to the favorable advantage of the dews.

T b wrv,  He became edlitor,
literaxry uritic; author and writer of drama. He published
newspapers and hig "Courier and Enquirer" was the principal
organ Qf'T&mgany.

BEmenuel Hart, a political leader in New York

politice for many years after 1840, was associated with Peter
, . p
Sweeney and Fernsndro Wood, Tammany bosses. Hart was a very

1. Pub. Vol. 28 pp 2&5

2. 1ib, 26 pp 249-250

B :

4. The Vanguard, July 1929 - Article by Bernard Postal, p 18




active Jaokspn demoeret ; aldermen 1845-1846, refusé& nominat ion
for third term; delegate to Demoeratiec Stete Convention,
Chairman of Tammany general commiftee in 1849, In 18561
he served in the United 3Jtates House of RepreseitatiVes.
Prom the official "appendix to Proceedings" of the Tammany
Jogiety of the following Jews were iisted as offioefs before ¥ he
year 1864,

Naphtely Judsh - Sachem

Mordecai M Nosh =~ Grand Sachem

Emanuel B, Hart - S?ohem
- Albert Cardozs = Saghem

Reversnd Gershom Mendez Seixas of the She'erith

Israel congregation was & member of the f irst Board of

3
Regents of Columbia College, established in 1784. He served

on its Board for some years.

A comparatively iarge number of Jews of New York
City attended the higher institutions of learning hefore
the middle of the 19th ceﬁtury,
1. Jewish Bne., Vol. 6 p. 242
2 Pﬁb. Vol, &% p 394
3o ibe Vol, 19 p 119

4. of. Pub. Vol. 19 p 101 f£f




In the year 1798, Jacob Hays wes appointed by the
Mayor of New York to serve as one of the marshalls of the city,
In 1802 he was appointed High Consteble which office was the
aquivalent of the present office of Chief of Police., He
gerved in this position very efficiently for 48 years until
"his death in 1ésoo

Patriotism

The Jews lived in the splrit of America, They
sppreciasted the freedom afforded them, & freedom which they

exploited, as we have seen, spirituslly and economically. Bub
they were inapired by a keen gsense of appreciation for the £
eountry which had given them liberty. The following Jews ;
are daid to have signed the Non Importation Agreement:

Isasc Pinto, Jacob Abreham, Uriah Hendricks, Samuel Judsh,
Jagob Momes, Jonas Phillips and Isaac geixaso %

In the year 1770 a document was promulgated by

the colonists in an effort to make more stringent the Non

Importation Agreement which had previously been adopted
for the purpose of effecting more just terms with BEngland in
connection with the taxation question. Among the signatures

on the Tformer document are the names of Samuel Judah,

Hayman Levy, Jacoh Moses, Jacob Myers, Jonag Philips and
3

Isaac Leilxas,.
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1, Markens pp E8~29
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As soon as the War of the Americsn Revolution hsg
started and the British occupied the city of New York, the
congregation She'erith Israel disbanded temporarily. Most
of its members hsving been loysl patriots would not remain
in the eity under the British, They hastened to Philadelphia
where they remained until the close of the war when many returned
to the city and resumed their congregational activities. The

Hazan Gershom Mendez $eixas, himself, removed synagogue

properties such as the Torahs to Stratford, Connecticut and
from there to Philadelphia., Before Seixas returned to New

York the Reverand Isaac Toure and Reverand Mr, Cohen officiated

alternately,

Prohably the best service rendered by Jews of
New York City to the cause of thewar consisted in the privateer-
% :
ing activities of ships owned by Jews., These menaced British

shipping and probably proved to he a factor of importance in

the wer. There should be ho ocoasion for wonder that this

type of service is claimed fto have been the greatest rendered
by the Jews of New York City during the war, The total number
of sdult males of the city at that time of the Revolution was
very insignificant and this faet accounts for the viéw of the

writer. It is almogt impossible, too, to identify the Jews

who enlisted in the army. Records are all too scant. A careful
4

writer on the subject has found nothing of importance. No all

the Jewish eommunity of New York were patriots. Newcomers
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2. ibid
3, of the section of paper dealing with the economlc status
of the Jews at this period.

4, Wolf



to the country, some of them had lived in England and many of
them, as has been indicated elasewhere in thig paper, carrieq
on buginess relations with England. There were masny
loyalists among the colonists. It is not gtrange that some
Jews were among them.,

Jacob Abrahams, John Solomons and Joseph Emanuel
(or Emanuel Joseph?) "were ordered 40 miles beyond the water."
They were loyal to the British cause. Emanuel went to England
and the other two men "had to give satisfaction to the
government." Haym M, Solomon and others had reported to the
government concerning the iboveo Abraham Wagg who before the
war of the Revolution had married Rachel Gomez, took the oath
of alleglance to the Crown on Janhuary 24, ?772«

The Jews of New York City did serve thercause of the
Colonists although they prayed for peace in May 1776 before
the Declaration of Independence had been promulggtedo The
minutes of the congregation She'erith Israel of June 20, 1775

ghow that a letter was received from John Hencock under date

of June 15, 1775 thanking the Jewish community for its patriotic

4
services, On June 17, 1780, when money was needed at a

eriticd stage during the war, Isaac Moses conbributed 5,000

pounds to & fund of $260,000,00 subscribed by the public to

sike GRS imar gun vEm dum op SUEP Come PP

l. Pub. Vol. 87 p. 395 and note

2. ib. Vol., 31 pp. 39-40 cf ib.pp. 37~53 = Jacob Frands and
one Lopez of N, Y, C., were probably Tories cf, Pub,.Vol. 23

3 Pub . Vo:l.o, 27 PP 31-382

4., Pubs Vol. 27 p. 390
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1 S
the government. The minutes record that Hart Jacob was

excuged from military service on Friday nightso The well
known Hayman Solomon should perhaps be mentioned a8 one of
the grestest Jewish patriots of all time, He aided the
government with tremendous sums.

Tollowing the war the congregaiion She'erith Israel
on behalf of the Jewish community of New York, addressed =
letter to Governor Clinton of New York State, referring to the
herdships ocecasioned by the war and declaring the loyalty and
patriotic devotion of the Jewish community. Another letter
to the governor on December 9, 1783 pledged the loyalty of the
Jews to the é%ateo

‘ The sermons of leixas were patriotic in the extieme.
His prayer of Jenuary 11, 1807 petitions specifically for the
well being of the President, Vice President, Senate, Congress
Governor, State Governor, the pegple of New York, The
wording is etrikingly similar to & prayer of the Union Prayer
Book,both resulting apnarently from the'"Prayer for the Government"..

On December 1B, 1790, the congregation She'erith

Israel sent a letter to George Washington, eigned also b ¥y

+the Richmond snd Charleston Jewish communities, In it the
7

greetings and patriotic sentiments of the Jews were expressed. ;
8 |
A fine reply was returned to New York by Washington. ' |
1. Pub, Vol. 27 p 332 of. ib. Vol 27 p 338 - It appears that
the government hsd asked for $1,500,00 e¢f, Pub Vol.2 pp 86-87
2. ib, Vol 27 p 391

4, Pub, Vol 21 p, 141, Pub. Vol, 27 pp 31-34
5 ib. Vol. 27 p. 137

6. ib. Vol, 27 p. 140

7. Wolf pp. H7-B8

8. ib. pp . 58-59




The War 9£ 1812

Thers wag a total Jewish Populatbtion in the United
States of approximately 3,000 people at the time of the war
of 1812. Tor this reason and because few records concerning
the war, notably lists of éoldiers, have been pregerved, there
can be only limited knowledge concerning Jewish pérticipation
in ital |

Gaptain John Odroneaux of the New York Jewish com-
munity was an important naval officer in the war whose activ-
ities consisted primarily in privateering.2

Gapbain Mordecai Meyers of New York City served in
Richmond and later in New York where he received a commisgsion,
He became f captain in the 13th United States Artillery in
March 1812 Meyers described hig reactions to his 1life in the
army in & letter sent to Naphtali Philips dated Marceh 1813 in
which it appears that he greatly enjoyed the social contact
afforded by his service. Accomding to him, his duties and
responsibilities were of the greatest importance.4 Haym or
Hayman Solomon bhecame a capbtain of th@ 10th Brigade, 115th
Regimentoﬁ
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l. Pub. Vol. 26, p. 173

2, CGohen, pp. 8L-B2
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4, Pub, Vol. 27, DPR. 296-397
5, Pub. Vole 26, pPs 179




Sampson Simson became an eusign in 1802, a Tieutenant in
1803, and during the war was capbtain of g oompany.l

samuel Noah a graduate of West Point served in the
war. He was first an ensign and later a ILieutenant. Then

he resigned only to reenliat asg & private at the beginning of
2
the War of 1812. Noah was a cougin of Mordecai Manual Noah.

Perhaps the most distinguished Jewish officer in the
war was Uriah Philips Levy, the father of the law abolishing
corporal punishment in the United States Navy. Ab the time of

hig death in 1862 he was the highest ranking officer in the
3
United States Navy.

Golonel Nathan Meyer commanded a brigade near New
4
York City.

Both Abraham and Solomon Seixas achieved the rank of
5

gecond Major after having previously served ag Captain.

- Aaron Levy, son of Hayman Levy, became successively
6
paymaster, first ILieutenant, second Magor and first Major.
7
Bernard Hart was a Division quartermaster.

Dr. Manuel Philips was an agsistant surgeon during
8
the war.
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2. ibid

%, Wolf pp. 8L-B4

4. Pub. Vole. 4, pe 90; the writer is unable to determine whither
or not Meyer was a resident of New York
City. '
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It has already been stated in this paper that
Harmon Hendricks subscribed the sum of $40,000 to the govern-
ment when it appealed to the citizenship for funds,

from all indications it may be concluded that the
Jewigh community of New York City participated patriotically
in the War of 18l2. Many of its representatives were active

1
later in bthe Mexican War of 1846.

Attitude gi Non Jeows

Since much has been written (on the basis of the
Meagre records available) concerning Jewish participation in
the wars, the present writer has made reference ﬁo the subject
principally for the purpose of indicating that such demonstra-
tiong of loyalty and patriotism undoubtedly left good efféets,
resulting in general esteem of the New York Jewish community.

There are various other indications of the fact that
Jews were favorably regarded in New York. In the year 1847,
when the Sha'are Tefillah synagogue wasg dedicated many non

Jews including Chrigtian clergymen were present to refioice with
2 .
their Jewis fellows.

Rev. 8. M. Isaacg of New York was wvited by "several

professors of Yale College" and the Mayor of New Haven to deliver
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a lecture in that city "on the Present O§naition and Fubure
Spiritual and Temporal Hopes oFf the Jewg." This fact mere-~
1y tends to show that the repubtation of Isaacs among non-
Jews was very good, Salem Dutcher, a prominent New York
Christian, it may be recalled, had spoken on The same pro-
gram together with Isasacs at a rrevious time and‘on an oG-
casion when non¥Jews attended a Jewish fﬁnction..8 |

The good will of the Christian community was clear-
1y demongtrated when & Christish minisber and & prominent
eity official, amoﬁg others, attended the 24th anniversary

banquet of the New York Hebrew Benevolent society at which
time the clergyman delivered an address. Such an action

probably would not occur if good will or atb leagt tolerance
were not extended to the Jews of the city.

Had there been a condition of intolerance in New
York City, during the period we #re discussing, there would

und oubtedly have been references to it in the Qccident and,

more particularly, in the Congregational files. All such

" references are conspicuously abgent.
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1. The Occident, Vol. &, p. 526
2o ibe Vol. 1, DD 00w°504o Thig faceb hes previously been
manfioned in the present paper.




SYNAGOGUES FUNCTIONING BERORE THE YEAR 1880

The Ocoident reports that in July, 1847 there were

ten sygagogues in New York City. It mentions the following

congregations:

D, o et gop ok B AD

1.
The Qco

One Portguese
1, She'erith Israel
Tour "Polish"
1, The Blm Street Synagogue
2. The Wooster 3treet Syn&gdgue
3, The White Street Synagogue
4, The Pearl Street Synsgogue
Three "German"
1. The Henry Street Synagogue
2. Attorney Street Synagogue
3., Attorney Street Synagogue

Cne German Reform

1., Bmanuel

One New Netherland Synagogue
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The problem of identifylng thege synagogue s
is not weasy. What were the actual names of the gynagogues
designated only be the names of the atreets upon which these
were located? The story in the Cceident desoribing the
dedication services upon the completion of the Sha'are
Teﬁilla synagogue helps to clarify the problém. Here 1t
immediately identifies the latter synagogue as the Wooster
Sﬁreetlsynagogue previously listed as one of the four "Polish"

congregations. THe same story tells that the following

New York ministers were present ( in addition to Reverand
Isaacs of the Sha'are Tefiila.

J. J. Lyons of She'erith Isrsael

Mergbach of Emanuel

Hecht of Aushe Chesed

Herbner of Rodef Shalom

Danziger of Sha'ar Hashomezim and

Reverand Ellis Lyons of Richmond, Virginia
wiﬁh‘this information and after a careful search through
the pages of the Occident the writer has been able to locate
the New York synagogues functioning in the year 18473
1. The Occident Vol. 4 pp. B08~509
2, The Ocecident Vol, 5 p. 219




R Rl REIES | S AL JoLTE0 v vttt e

132,

The "Polish"Congregations

Synegogue Looation
B'nai Jeshurun ‘Elm Street
Sha'are Tefilla Wopster Street
Rodef Sholom White Street
Sha'ar Hashomsszinm Pearl Street

Minister
Anaei Leo

S, M, Isaées
Heilner

Danziger

The "German" Oongregations

Anghe Chesed Henry Street
Attorney Street Synagogue |

Attorney Street Synagogue

M, Iilienthal

The"German Reform" Congregation

Bmanuel 56 Chrystie Street Merzbach

The "Netherdutch" Gongregation

B*nal Isrsel

g, G, Noot

The "Portuguese" Congregation

She'erith Israel

J. J. Lyons
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The B'nai Jeghuran Gbngregation

The writer, elsewhere in this paper, has establighed
the fact that the congregation was established approximately
or in the year 1818, its membership having apparantly
having been formed from seceders out of the congregation
She'erith Israel. On Augusgt 15, 1826 it purchased at auction
& church which had formerly been the possession of negroes,

By June 80, 1?27, the building had been converted into a
beautifal synagogue, It was oalledkthe "Polish and German"
synggogue and the "Blm Street” synagague. On June 30, 1844,

the congregation abolished 1its former custom of selling

mitzvoth, according to a notice appearing in the Occident, g

even though Reverand Isaacs stated that this change in

p6liey would result in a $600,00 annual loss to the
4
oongregation==m—=w- -a loss not regretted, In that year
the congregational income amounted to about $4,200.00, being

5
shout $1,000,00 more than the expenses.

l. Pub, Vol, p 311

2, ib. Vol, 27 p 348

B3, The Occident Vol. b p 214
4. The Occident for August 1848

5, The Occident Vol. 4 pp 814-315H
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Menual Noah was Presldent of the congregstion. It is not
surprising thﬁt the synagogue became mighty----despite
the fact that many members seceded in August of the year
1845,

The story of the difficulties within B'nai
Jeshurun which led to the secession of s very considerable
portion of 1ts membership is told in detail in the pages of
the Ocecldent., It appears that a certain element in the
congregation experienced difficulties in giving direction
to eongregaﬁiénal policies. There were charges and counter
charges, Intrigue was employed. 4 law sult before the
Supreme Court., Violence and scenes were enacted. The
synagogue dooxrs were said to have beenrniled tight between
services on a holy day. Isaacs was suspended. MNMembers
seceded, Isaascs resigned and a new congregation immediately
formed consisting of the secidera. On June 2, 1846,
Reverand Ausel Leo succeeded Isases at s salary of $1,000.00.
In that yesr the congregation's budget was $1,000,00 less
than 1ts expinsea. Mordecail M, Noah was its‘pgesiﬂentc

The Sha'sre Tefillah Congregation

The new congregstion formed in 1845 immedistely
engaged Reverand S, M. Isasce, formerly of B'nal Jeshurun.

At the beginning worship was conducted st 67 Franklin Street.
4

There Isaacs preached in Fnglish at least once eachmnth,
1. The Oceident Vol. 3 pp 209-211, pp 258~280, 304

2e ibq V010 3 PP 214:'"’215

Js 1ib, - Vol, 1 p 514

4. ibha Vol, 3 pp 210-211 v




The congregation had completed the construction of their
synagogue building in August of the year 1847, Mhe new
structure built at a cost of $30,000 was said, at the time,
to have been the finest synagogue edifice in the country.
Rev. 3, M, Isaacs was its spiritual headland Iouis Levy its
presidentgwhere the new building was being erected,
) At its consecration the sum of $3,000. was collect-

'eﬂ.é The various rabbis of the community were present at the
dedication eceremonies and Rev, Ellis Iyons of congregation
Beth Shalom of Richmond, Virigina, attended the function%

A Ladies Benevolent Society, sttached to Sha'are
Tefil}a, was fqrmed before the year 1850, Mitzvoth were not
gold.

The Sha'are Tefilla, like the B'nal Jeshugn synagogue,
formed its membership frém among German and Bast Buropean Jews
who were glad to have the Ashkenazic ritual rather than that
used by the 3ephardim in songregation She'erith Israel. As

# the numher of German Jews in New York City increaded, however,

the opportunity came to form'a purely German cbngregation. The

Anshe Chesed synagogue resulted from that opportunity.

1, Occident 4, pp. 508-509
"

2 b, p. &23
5' " 5, pa 2&1
4. " 5, p. 2190

5, " 5, p. 461-462-224
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The 4nghe Chesed Congregstion’

In the year 1840 the Anshe Chesed Congregation
composed of German Jews, in exéstence at least ten years,
congecrated a synégogue on Henry Street. It hed only a
Hazan untilrthe year 18451when it secured the services of one
Rabbi Hechtdwho was later succeeded by Rebbi Herman Jﬁ‘e.lsaenk:eltil.:5
Rabbi Max Libienthal led the congregation from about the yesr

1848 until 1850, He was not ligted as Rabbi of the congrega-
4
tion in 1845 or in 1847,

The Other German Congregsations

Anshe Chesed joined the two other German Jewigh
congregations, both located on Attorney Streét, after the
year 1847.5 This scet probably 4id transpire before then be-
cause it appears that the merger took place after Libienthal
became the head of Anshe Chesed. The Rabbi conducted separate
services in each of the three synagogues and presched in one

gach week until, in 1849, he rssigned, also, from his position
6

88 rabbi of Anshe Chesed.

Bmanuel

Because of a "broader view of the reguirements of
thepe réligion than obtalned" in New York City & group of

German Jewg, sometime before 1845, establighed the "Cultus

1. Pubw Vol. 9, ppo 98"‘99"'97 \
2. Ocoldent 5, p. 214

3. Occident 5, p. 412
4, ef, last two references., It has been said that Rabbi ILibien~

thal was in charge of the congregebion in 18456 c¢f. Pub Xol.9
5.Pub. @ol, 9, p. 99 rp.d
6. ibia
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Verein" when ﬁhis society had enrolled thirth three members,

it was converted on April 6, 1845 into a regular congregstion
which was given the name Emanuel.l A room was soon rented at

the corner of Grand and Dlinton Streets which served as synagogue.
The ritual was "altered to meet the views of the congregation."

A choir sang, But the men satzin the front seats and the women

in the rear of the suditorium. German hymns were used in the
3

services on July 6, 1845,

The congregation and its members were poor. At its

second meeting only $28.25 was collected from 38 men, sn average
of less than seventy one cents from each. Only one contribution

exceeded $1.37 and there were two subscriptions of twenty five
: 4
cents each.

Leo Merzbscker (or Meizbach) was the first minigster of

Emanuel and G. M, Cohen its first cantor a "Sexton and secretary"”
was algso employed., The salary of each Merzbacker - and Cohen was
$200, per year (surely not a livable wage). These salsries were
gsupplemented by small fixed fees paid to the congregstion's
gpiritual leaders for performixgmarriage ceremonies amd funerals.
The sum of #2.06 was paid the minister for each funeral he con-
ducted and $1.00 additionsl wes granted when he was required to

5

delivery a eulogy.

S Gy GRS G ey de W e G0 63 WS Glaa e R
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1, Stern, M., History of Temple Emanuel, New York PP
2. ibid p. 15

Z, ibid pp. 21-22
4, ibid p. 17
5, Stefrn pp. 18-20
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The congregation struggled along, its mnoome’amount-l
ing to about twenty per cent less than its expenses of $1520,27
during its first year of existence. A cemetery was purchased
for $600. When in 1847 purchsse of & new temple was being con-
8idered which, finally was purchased, the directors of the
congregation reported to the members that the sum of $15,000.
wag asked, that $13,000 could buy it and that $12,000 be offer-
ed for the building. Only $600 was paid in cash when it was
bbught. Msmbers were able to contribute only $150 but they
loaned the congregation $3,480 and the Zion Lodge of the Inde-
pendent Order B'rai B'rith loaned the congregation the sum of
.ﬂsl,'?oo.l

The congregation had no president at first. I, Or-

thenhoefer was its first chalrman and I. Rosenbourg the first
o

[
treasurer. There wag & board of Directors each of whom in turn
3

scted as chailrman for a period of three months.

The Netherdutch Congregation

The congregation B'rai Isarel composed at first of 60

members, most or all of whom were Dutch Jews, consecrated its
4 _
synagogue on William Street on May 20, 1847. As we have else-

whaere observed, Rev, 3., C, Noot was the rabhi.

1. Stein pp. &6-21
29 1 ppo 27"“28
2 " pp. 18

4, " p. 85
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Before the structure was completed the congregation had ac-
quired furnishings for the new synagogue and had secured a
cemetery on 95th Street;l We have elsewhere considered the
educational and philanthrople activities of this congregational,
Nothing need he added concerning the congregational
life of She'erith Isrsel. We have fully considered its sad-

mimistrative organization, its educational asctivities and its

philanthropic enterprises. ‘No important changes occured in the
synagogue's policies before the middle of the nineteenth cen-

tury for the Portuguese element was always strong enough to direct
‘thoee policies in its customary manner. When the dissatisfled
persons became sufficlently numerous as we have seen, they with-
drew and -formed new synagogues the pollecies of which were con-
genial to them. By the year 1850 the Germsns had thelr synagogues,
fhe East Buropean Jews wordhipped in their way and among people

to whom they were accustomed; the liheral minded created a Reform
gynagogue; the Dutch Jews had their own place of worship. She'-
erith Israel remained the same essentially as it had heen two
hundred years earlier; better organized, stronger in members and
wealth, housed in & splendid structure, it still continued at

once the creatdér and the witness of two hundred years of con~

gtructive higtory in Mew York City.
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