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P R E F A O E 

It will be observed by the read.er of the fol

lowing pages that original source material, rather than 

the writings of others, has been most COD;siderably em

ployed in the prepara;t; ion o:f this dissertation. The 

many articles pe:rtaining directly or indirectly to the 

subject matter of this paper, appearing in. the publica

tions of the American Jewish Ristorixal Society, the 

American Jewish Year Books, the Jewish Qua.Tte:r.ly Review, 

the Jewish Encyclopaedia and elsevvhere, have been care-

:t'ully read by the present writer. But he has incorpoxated 

his findings fr·om these sources in ;: is paper only ·to a 

limited extent. The present writer has preferred to oon

Btruot a history o:f the Jewish community of' New York City 

on the basis of sources, such a.s court minutes, congregational 

minutes, press :i~eports and other original documents. 

The present writer has presented in great detail 

the h:\.therto unwritten account of the administrative and 

religious organization of the congregation She'erith Israel. 

He has traced minutely the unpublished record. of educational 

and philanthropic a,ctivi ties as well a.s the Pl'Oblems and 



internal difficulties of the early Jewish community of 

New York Oity. For these sections of the paper source 

material was almost exclusively utilized, The writer has· 

attempted, in short, to write at length upon those aspects 

of the Jewish history o:f New York City which have been 

neglected by students of American Jewish History and he 

has used original sources when possible. At the same 

time the author of this paper has refrained from filling 

his pages with ta.lee told not twice bJ;J,t a hundred times, 

He has given the briefest treatment, for example, to those 

personalities who are best known and about whom much has 

already been published. For the same reason the ··present 

-wri ·ter has presented a vei•y brief account of the dramatic 

expce;rj,enoes of the Jews in New Amsterdam during the years 

1654 to 1.658. Samuel Oppenheim has done magnificen-b worlc 

in connection with this last period. 

It is a note-worthy fact that the writer could find 

in the many volumes published by the New York Historical 

Assooie;ti.on very few ref erenoes to Jews. There should 

be no c,ause for surprise in the :fact that few references 

can likewlse be discovered in the volumes forming the 

Collections of the New York Historical Society ••• for 

the reasons that there were few Jews in the village of 



New York during the whole of the Eighteenth Oentu:r.y and. 

until comparatively recent times. For the same reason 

infrequent mention of Jews is made in the Documents 

Relating to the, Colonial HiErtory of liew York. 

It will be noted that volumes 21 and 27 of the 

Publications of the Ame:rica,n Jewish Hi stbrical Soc1.ety 

have been exploited for material. These volumes are great 

store rooms ,holding a wealth of original da,ta rela.ted to 

the subject matter of this paper. 

That the oou:rt minutes of New Amsterdam do often 

refer to Jews becomes understa.ndable in the light of the 

fact that the Jewish population, during the first few yee,1·s ,. 

of their residence in the colony, composed from ·three to 

:five per cent of the total population (in the y-ea:r 1664 the 

total popula.tion of New Amsterdam numbered 1500). The 

Jews became an element of importance because of their 

numbers; but there wa.s another reason for frequen-t mention 

. of Jews in the court minutes o:f New Amsterdam. The Jews 

constantly demanded privilege,s vifhich the cou.rt was compelled 

to oonej_der; and, engaging in business, it is natural that 

recourse to legal processes became :frequently imperative. 
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Jacob Barairnaon, the first Jew to aettJ.e permanent .. 

ly in the territory whi oh is the present Uni tecl states, 

rea,ched. the village of New Amsterdam, New Net;herland., on 
1 

August 22, 165'4, with the ship, 11 de Perebor.o." (The Peartree). 
2 

He tra,velled on. a passport from Holland. It has been stated 

that Bars:i.maon' s arrival was July 8, :L654. This was the d.ate 
3 

upo:n which the ship departed frorn Holland. It had 'been 

thought that another Jew, Jacob de Aboaf or Jacob Aboab, oal'.fi.e 
4 

with Barsimson to New Amsterclam. Aboab left the Pere'tiom 
5 

near Wight, En gland following a, fight with Barsimaon. lfili a-

tori~ns have clairn_ed that Jews were in New AlnaterdEtm as ear~ 
6 

ly as 1652; other writers have entirely overlooked the fact 

that Barr;iimaon was in. New Amatero.am before the a:rri val of 
7 

more Jews in early September of 1654; while still othe1· stu ... 

dent a of the aubj ect have stated. incorrectly that Barsimson 

-------------------l.. 

6. 

PUblication: .Ameriot:i,n .Tewi~~h Hiatoricc-1,l society 32 Vols. 
Vol. 29, p. 39; pu·b. Vol. 18, P• 3 

pub. Vol. 29,pp. 40-43 
Pub. Vol. 18, p. 3 
pub .. Vol. 29 p. 7l, 
Records of New Anisterdm:rn~edi ted by Fernow and others, 7 Vols. 

Vol. 2, pp. 173 .. 1,14-; Pub. Vol. 18, p. 3 quoting New 
York Collection, MSB. Vol. 14, p. 83 

Peter a, Madi son c •• The Jews in America, phila.delp.lrLia, 
1905 

Cohen, George, The Jews :i.n the Making of Americt:1, 
p. 61; Wiernik, Peter 

p. 62 



was ir.tcluded. among those Jews who crone to New Amate:r.d.am 
1 

in September, 1654. 

2. 

In any event a Jewitsh community was established in 

,hte presE-rnt New York City as ea:r.ly as twenty eight years af

ter Manhatta,r1 island had been purohaaed. from the Indian13. 
2 

An original record shows that children were in the group 

from which it may be inferred that women, l.ikewiae were a-
3 

mong the 23 Jewish pa.asengera on. the "st. Cha1•les." The 
4 

names of J·ewish men in the f tret, group are: Ja.cc,b Cohen, 
5 6 7 

David. Iara.el, Aaaer Levy, Moaes Arabroaius, Salvt:i..d.ore D'An-
8 9 10 

a.rad.a, Abraharn de l.Ucina, and Solomon Pieteraon. The na:me 

Abra.barn Israel, mentioned once in the Records., should not be 

includ.ec1 as it was obviously confused with the name, David 

I al"ael whicb narne ooeu.ra several times. 

The que ati or1 pre sent. s it EH:1lf: :B1r am whence ca.me 

these first Jewish settlers. The ~2eati0n can not definite

ly be answerE.Hi unt,i.il. some more data upon the subject can 'be 

discovered.. Two thorough stud.enta of .Amerioan Jewif;h hie-

tory di st:1.g:ree. 
II 

Leon HU.hner maintains that the first Jews 

cs,me fl'om. or vim some portion of the West Indies, thoug*l 

o:riginm.lly he agrees that the1y probably came from Brazil 

whieh had. just 'been conquered. by the Portuguese in a bloody 

( rt"has 1,een incorrectly a~tid ·that 27 Jews were in 
this group. of. Markens, p.3 s.nd Daly, p. 6.) 

Rea. N.A, Vol. 1, p.240 
cf. Rec, N. A. Vol. 3, p.1'/4 (Not oonolu.sive) 
Rec. N.A, Vol. 1, p.244,252 
Rec, N.A. Vol. J., p.242, 244-
Rec. N. A. Vol. 1, p.242, 254 
Rec. N. A. Vol. 1, p.244 
Pub. Vbl.181.pp. 29-30 
J?.ocuments Rela,:ting to the Colon1.al History o:f' N.Y.Vole 
fieo. N.A:-. Voi .. 1, p. 240 

lJ.117 



war with Hollamd. Because in ti.Le court action previoualy 

menti oned1 Jacq_ues cle :Le, ?vlottbe, Master of the St. Charles, 
1 

claimed payment for transportation from II Oa.pe st. Anthony," 

whi oh he m@J.ir1taina i a near Cuba, a,nd because in a aui t by 

Asser Levy vs. Ry-eke Noit.mes in which Levy demanded payments 

. ~· of ce:r.te,in sums advanced "a.t Gamonike, 0 wluoh Ituhner trans-

late a Jama:l.ca, he hold a that the ship ca.me from. or vim, the 

west Iridiea. In connection with the same dispute Ryoke Nou .. 

nee on October 19, J.65'4 sued. for monies she "paid for frrHe-,ht 
2 

for him (Aaser Levy) from the West Indies. 11 '11hua HUhner ar-
. 3 

gt.tea his ·oase. 

Samuel Oppenheim contends that the 23 Jews w:ho 

landed in New .Arf1stcn•d.am in September, 1654 had depart ed. f:t•om 

Braz;Ll' in one of sixteen ships bound for Hol,ltM'l.d., follow

ing the surrender of D-ttch Brazil to Portugal, but that one 

of the ahipa was captured by a pirate ship and subsequently 

re a cued by the st. Charles. The Cape "st. Anthony" i a e. 

well-known spot in Brazil. Gamonike was probably the crude 

transl.ta.ti on of Tarnarike or Ta.mari ci:t,, BrE~zi l. The charge for 

transportation, 2500 gUilcle;tis, was a fair charge for the voy

age from Brazil, but would have been inorecli bly large for the 

trip from GUba. If the Jews had come from. Cuba they undoubt ... 

edly would have argued that they were being a.barged exces-
4 

sive!rates. 

The present writer believes that the 23 Jews came 

originally from Recife or Pe:i:•nrunbu co, :Brazi 1, t,ha.t they were 

1. Rec. N.A. Vol.l, p.240 
2. Rec. N.A. Vol. l., p.254 
3. cf. PUb. Vol. 9,pp.75-85 
4. cf. Pub. Vol. 18,pp.37-49 



captured by a pj.rate and subsequently rescued by the st. 

Che,rlea which was on it a wa:y to New .Amstel'd,!Stln .and oonse .. , 

quently bi•ought them to New Amsterdam. '.llhe Jewa had. natur ... 

ally been robbed by the pirates, but had contracted wi t,h 

de la Mottbe to pay him upon a.:rri val in New Amaterdtw, 

doubtless believing that other Jews woulc;l be in New .Amste:r•

da.m who would aaf::Jiat them with fund.a. 

Since Baraimaon was the onJ~ othar Jew preaent. 

and himself just a.rri yed,, he was i:n no position to advance 

the large sum required to satisfy the ship ma.star. Diffi

culties arose, difficttl·hiea that were destined to harass 

the Jews of New Amsterdam for several yeara. The first 

trouble was the law aui t of de la Mottbe. 1'he court order-
1 

ad that payment be made to him wi·thin two days. Three days 

late:r. the court ordei~ed all the gooda belonging to all of 
2 

the 23 Jews to be sold a.t auction to sa ti. sfy the claim. 

The monies realized from the sale were atill inadequate; so 

upon :request of. the ship master David Iara.el and Moses .Am

brosius were imprisoned. The Jews promised ·to pay if de la 

Mot.tbe woulri wait unti 1 money could be forwarded from Hol-
3 

lt=..nd. He ag:r:•e ed and Israel and A mbroaius were evid.antly 

:released for no further mention is made of their imprison ... 

ment; nor do other references to the whole affair appear in 

the oou1?t minu·tes. 

The troubles of the atra.nge1 .. a had only st a.rt ad. 

Rec. N.A. Vol. l, p.240 
ib. p.241 
pu·b. ·v·o1. 18 72 , P• 

4. 



Petrus stuyveaa.:nt, Director General or Governor of :New 

Netherland, hastened to write on September 22. 1654 to the 

Directors of the nutoh West; Ind.i.a Company for permission to 
, l 

expel the Jews forthwi·th. Althou.gh he dared to do no violmt 

act in this connection without aut.horization from his super ... 

iora in Holland, he proceeded to harass the penniless and 

friendless Jews in everr possible manner. His hostile atti

tude which surely occasioned spiritual aa wall as material 

discomfort can be infer.red by a, glance r:tt a lengthy pet:i.tj.on 

addressed by the Jews of New .Amste:rdam to the Directors of 
2 

·the nutoh West India Company. Thia communication aska for 

the Jews privileges of residence, travel and trade in New 

Netherland and alleges that the Jews deserve good treatment 
3 

from the company because of their proved loyalty to Holland, 
4 

the Jews will strengthen the country economically, and Jews 

are arnong the shareholders of the nutoh West India. Company. 

The :Directors of the J)Utch West Indi,a. Company en-• 

te1•t1.tined no af:f ecti on for the Jews of New .Amsterdam. but 

5 

recognized in them valuable economic assets. The company was 
6 ' 

inte:t•ested primarily in conaiderati ona of profit, and the 

Jews had. been valuable to Holl.and. economically; they had 

proved loyal in time of. war and ••• Jewa were among the chief 

1:--··P~b:~v~;1.1e JJ; g r·r:. _ • · 

2. Pub. Vol. 18,pp.9 .. 11 (fou.nd amongM.SS. relating to the 
:OUtoh Weat India. Company, in the library of the Hiatori-
cal Society of Pennsylvania, at Phi lia.delphia.. 

3• Histo:t'Y of the Jews, 

4. 1·b. pp. 67 5-677 
5. Doca •. Rel. Col. Hist. N.Y.,Vol. 14, p.315 
6. Janvier, 'rhomas Alli bane, '11h0 Du toh ]'ounding of New York, 

pp. 54, 60. 



6. 

shareholdez•s of the company. stuyve sant :reoei ved a reply to 

his fira·t latter on April 26, 1655, which waa dated January, 

1655 saying that though the company would like to grant 

stuyvese.n't,' a request, they can not do ao in view of the a, ... 

bove considerations. On the contrary, stuyvesa.n·t was inform

ed that the petition of the Jews, just mentj.oned, ia gx•ant .. 
1 

ed.. They can live, travel, and trf..\de in New Netherlt:.ind. on 

condition that they support thei:r. poor. ~ 

On Ma.rah 1., 1655, Van Ti enhov·,.m, a o:r.afty, cruel 

and tho:r.•oughly debased. person, the sheriff of New .A.mste:rd.wn, 

and the Burgomaate1·a and Sohepena, passed a resolution to 
2 

the effect that all Jews muat immediately depart. In view 

of stuyveaant's absence from the country, and because the 

letter of Janua:ry, 1655 from Holland had not yet been receiv

ed, this action was a meaningless geature intended only to 
3 

intimidate the Jewa. No Jews left New .Amsterdwn. 

On lVIa:r.ch 18, 1655, Rev .. Johannes Megapolenais wrote 

from :New Amsterdam to the classes in .A:n:Lsttlrdara, using violent 

language in his description of the Jews, and ·begging that 
4 

they be e:x:i led.. 

On October 30, 1655, notwithstanding the official 

inatruoti ona rega.1 ... di:ng ·tolere.·ting the Jews which he had re ... 

ceived in April, Stuyvesant age.in wrote to t4e nutoh West 
;") 

India Company requesting righ·I; to baniah the Jews. 

l. Pub. Vol. 18, pp. 9-11 
2. Rec. N.A. vol.. 1, p, 291 
3, i b. 
4, Or;i.g:liw .. l NarJ."atives of New Netherland, 

5. PUb. Vol, 18, pp. 19-20 



A montb. later Abraham de Lucena, Salvad.c)re D' 

Andrad.a, and Jacob O ohen, rtipre sent ing the New Axnsterdam 

Jewish Commu:ni ty, protested to the local government thB;t 

a.lthoue-,h they had recei yed e:x:presa permission from Hll>lland 

to reside, triavel and trade, yet it is denied .. They petiti

oned. partlcularly for the rig.ht to trade at the recognized 
1 

trading postis alo]."l-g the Dela.ware niver and a.round Albany. 

Th.is peti t:l. on was denied on the ground that auch pri viJ.egea 
2 

would result h1. enju:r-ies to the general community. 

On March 13, J.656, there was wri tt~;lr1 'by the Di:t•ec

tora of the DUtoh West India Company a second letter per

·tti,ining to the Jews o:f New .Amaterd.am. All oi ,ril and poli ti ... 

cal liberties accorded. to the Jews in Hollemd, 1nust, obtain in 

New Netherland, although they may not "carry on their rel:l.--
3 

gi on in syn ago @:U e. 11 

Ir1 the mean tirne, the Jews of New .A:n1sterd1:tm had ap ... 

parently tt&.;a.in wr:i.. tten to Holland rega:rd.i:ng t.l.'10:l.:i:• hara:h 

treatment, for on JUtH~ J.4., 1656 the Direct ors of the DUtch 

West Ind,ia, Company sent Et wery strong rebuke to stuyv-esar1t 

severely reprima,nd.i.ng him for insubo:r.-dina.ti on and expressly 

declar:l.ng that Jews may live, t.J~avel and trade and own real 

estate. They may not engage in :rneohan:lc.H1l pur1:1ui t, nor the 

retai 1 'trade; their religion may be observed. 11 quietly in 
4 

their own home a." On ,rune 10, 1656, Stuyvesant aoquj_eaced. 

to the wishes of the oompa11y in a letter which stated that 

the Jews of his colony would be gi vcm r:l e.:r1t s as ord.er(~d by 

the c ompt:iny? 

Docs. Col. Hist. N.Y. Vol. 12, p. 117 
t1:l 0 p. ll.8 
Pub. Vol. 18, p. 21 
Docs. c. H. N.Y.pp.350-3~1; Pub. Vol.18,p.33(minor aor. in 
}'>ub. Vol. 18, p.21 ••••••■ '.l

1

rt'tnslt:1,,t:l.on. 



trnti 1 the year 1658, the lot of ·the small Jew .. 

ish oornmunit:>r of New An1eterc:3.am was far from plea.stint. The 

general popiilation had long groaned under the yoke of an 

e,:d.atooratio and stupid government. The :outch West India 

' Company was not a colonizing organization, but a ll.uge com-

8. 

mercial. corporation interested in monetary returns. It was 

invested w:i. th moat of the preroga.ti ves of govermnen.t. It 

1)Uilt fortD, Lnat:1.tuted. 1.egialei.tive and. jud .. ioiary prooesaes, 
l 

mad.e t1•eatiea and. wars. In i ta territory of New liJ'ether .. 

land. ~ilmoat exclusive authority was centered in the per a on 
2 

of the governor. He ruled. arrogantly, stupidly and harshly. 

'rhe resttlte1 were apparent: the people found. the business 

of earning a livelj,hood d.ifficult---and. there was persistent 

danger of attack from tht;. Indians who had been mad.a host:l .. le 

'by the inexcusable brutallties of the governors. 
3 

Although the ter:r:•i tory had been e stt:tbli ahed by the 
4 

DUt<Jh as early a.a 1623 the population grew very slowly. 

This fact may be du13 to the fa.eta mentioned,, but surely the 

general reli gi c)U a intoaera.noe of the DU to.h Reformed. Church 

was likewi.ae reaponai'ble. '!1.he population of New Amsterda;m 

Waf3 eoamopoli ta,n; people.1 had come there from everywhere and 

spoke no less than l8 languages. Rich and poor, prominent 

and obscure, every element of socj,ety was represented in 

tha.t atrugglir1g village. '.ro have rt.tled. capably, unta.1ual 

diplomacy and. othe:r. abilities were necessary. 

1. Val.lentine,David Thomas,History of the Qj_ty of N.Y. p.23 
2. Docs. Col. Hist. N.Y. Vol. 14 pp. 102-lOQ, 315. 
3. Innes, ~r.H., New Amsterdam. and its People. pp. 99,13?,183-184 
4. 0 'Callaghan, E .B., The Documentary History of the State of 

New York, Vol.2, p.540, Jameson, :392-393. 



:sut the governors were the il'1strurnenta of a buaineaa 

orgtanization, the directors of which were far removed. from 

the scene and who were , fu:r.therm.ore, greatly di aappointed 

because the economic return from New Netherland. was so 

small. The whole population su:ffered f1•om these sad con-
< 

di tions. Frequently did they complain to Holland and fre .. 

quently were the governors· rebuked. Until 1.65'8, the :i:r.ews 

were 'burdened. 11ot merely by thi a unaa:ti sf act ory environ

ment, but, in add.itiorJ, they labored. under important resJcrtc

tionfJ untiJ. 1657. 

They could riot trade at the trading post, and 

they wen:·e not permitted to have reta.i 1 store a, nor to own 

rE3al property. '.r.he nei.ghbor:i.ng Indians had. become hostile. 

It s:ieemed. imp osai.ble ·to ea.1"n a live lihoCld. They w,ire taxed 

in lieu of service in the Burg,he:r Guard. 

A gallant war, waged against t.he general intoler ... 

ance, becam.e finally succe asful. The indefat:l. gable effort t3 

of j.nd.i •vidUr,11 Jews, pa.1•·t;t cularly of .Aaaer Levy• mad.a an im

p:resai on. 

By 1658, the Jews of New .Ainster<..hun had won the 

:folJ.owing rights: of oi tizenship, of serving j_n the m:Lli ta:x•y 
1 

organization, of operating retail establishments, e,nd of 

trading in .the surroundj.ng te:r:d tory. 

The Jewish community began to grow when the restric

tions were removed. New names appea:r. in the records. From. 

this time until today the New Yo:r.k Jewish Oommur.lity has en

joy,ad with :f'ew comparatively unimportant interruptions thoae 

1, This.priv:i.leg;e had. beeu acio.o:rded f:t•om the beginning though 
legal reat:ri oti on presumably prevented it. 



pri vi legea Which the general. population have accorded to 

them. 

EARLY RELIGIOUS LIFJ.!1 OF TH:81 JEWS IN NEW YORK CITY 

In 1660, Moses LUoena. asked permiaaion of the 

court to be licensed as a "sworn butcher." Thia request 

vraei granted.. In taking oath the record states tha.t it was 

"a.g',reeably to the oath of the Jews, having first requested 
l 

not to be bound to kill any hoga; which wa.a allowed him." 

The court records of JUne 3, 1658 includ.e the foll.owing: 

"Adr:i.F;..n Keyser, Plaintiff vs Jaoo'o larsimson, A Jewt Defen ... 

d.ant. Though Defendant ia ab sent, ;w:et no d.efau 1 t is enter ... 
l 

ed. against him aa he was summoned on hia Sabbath." 

The aanctlty of the Sa,b1:Jath w&1.s recognized by the 

government as early as 1658 and ~s early as 1660 definite 

ind.io&i.ticm of a, shoket at_ w o:tk i.n :N'ew .AmstEtrdanl! Under 

these encouraging o ondi ti ona and wi tl1 a, growing oommuni ·ty 

it ia almost certain tha,t a cont,;regation was esta.blit1hed be

fo1."e the year 1660, hold.ir1g services in the homes of the 

members of the group, havi.ng a shoket and. probably thei:r:• 

Haza.n or mini ater. That oongregatj.on formed the beginnings 

of the fi:i:•st Jewish congregation in the present United 

States. It wa,s the beginning of the She 1erith Iara.el congre

gation whiob. still exista in New York City. 

In a Hebrew manu. scri.pt w:ri tten by Sampson Sima on, 

a..nd probably deli '\ered at ·lhe commencement exeroimes of Ool

umbia College in 1800 when he gri:id.uated from th1;;1,t inatitut,ion, 

he stii.ted that the Jews worshipped in pri va,te rooms· .'in, their 

l. Rec. N.A. vol. 7, p.261 
2. Rea. N.A. Vol. 2, p.396 

I 
I 
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1 

dwell.inga umi l the year 1730. The synagogue war:, unqueation ... 

ably in ex.iatence ir.1 the yea.r 1682 and. probably before that 
2 

d.a.tee '.l.'he first Hazan of the ?ongrega.t:i.on was probabl.y sa.ul 

Brown d,uring the nutoh period. In 1691 a, epeoifio hall of 
3 

worship was used. The location of the fi I 1st synagogue ei te 

:has been :fixed .. as having been aitua.ted on the northwestern 4, 

side of Mill Street near the site of the seconcl. ayne.goe;ue. 

This _fna.gogue must surely ha.v~i been in existence before 

1700. Reference has been made to the first synagogUe by 

a reputable nor1 ... Jewi sh hiatorie..11. In the minute books of 

the c ongrega.ti on, at ten t:i. on i a di re cted to certain :regµla-
6 

tionm enacted, approximately, or during the year 1706. JU.a.ah 

Monia wc,;i,s probably the Hazan of Sheerith Israel before the 
7 

year 1722. Upon their arrival ir1 New Amsterd.am the Jews 

formed their congregtit:1.ot1, meeting in the homes of individ

uals unt:i.l about 1685 when they rented. a hall whiah was used 

as a. sym.\gogue. A :rented. hall was employed for the purpose 

until 1729 when the first synagogue atruoture, built by the 
:'8 

cornmuni ty of New York for that speoifi <l purpose wa.a erected. 

- b ♦'MI fl'~ IF../!Q?,~l-1.\ ........ Gll!l-111114'1;1.s.r.• 

l. Pub. Vol, 27, P• 374. 
2. PU'b. Vol. 21, P• 13; pub. .. 

3. Cohen, p. 62 
4• pub. Vol. 21, p. 217 
i:J,. Pub. Vol. 8, pp. 36,38 ,39 

, . 
6. Pub. Vol. 21, p. l 
? • Pub. Vol. 22, p. l 

Vol. 3 ,PP• 46-4-7 

8: · ~ Detailed reference to the first synagogue building will be 
made elsewhere in this paper. 



12 • 
Not onl.y did the Jews enjoy freedom of worship 

in the oornmuni ty of New A.materd.am, but as early as the year 
l 

1656 had a, se1nira.te Jewi ah cemetery. Thi a is the old.eat 
2 

Jewish cemetery in New York, and the old.est in the present 

United. States. The possession of thi a oem.etery undoubtedly 

marked. the beginnings of Jewish communal life in this coun ... 

try. The oldest grave that can be identified. in it i a that 

of Benjrunir.t Bueno de Mesquita who was bur:l.ed. in the year 
3 

J.683. The tombstone on thia grave, wbi ch wa.a importelB., the 

deceased. having been a man of means, was atra.ngely enough, 
4 

placed flat on the ground.. covering the grave. 

The Jewe, throuif#l their committee oo~posed of 

Abraham de Dl cena, Salvador D' And.rad.a and. Jacob Cohen, had 

petitj_on.ed Stuyvesant a.n.d his oounoil for cemetery g:t•ounds 

as early as July, 1655. Their request was refused wj.th the 

statement that the Jewish community did not, e.t the time, 

need a cemetery, but a.dviaed the Jews that when the neoea

eity :l.s present, ground.a will be made available for cemetery 
5 

pu:rpoaea. On Februe.ry 22, 1656, the council. was again a.ak ... 

ed for cemetery facilities and th:i.a time a committee of the 

council was authorized "to point out to the petitioners a, 

little hook of land situate outside of this city for a burial 
6 

place. 11 

1. History of the City o:f New York, Va.11 Rensselaes, Mrs. s. 
New York, 1909, 2 volumes. Vol. l, p.450 

2 .. Pub. Vol. 27, p. 272 
3. Pub. Vol. 1. p. 91 
4. i 1:.i. p. 92 ;. PUb., Vol. 18, p. 75 6. Pub. Vol. 18, PP• 75-76 



In the Y<·Htr 1903, a tablet was ereoted on the 

wall.a of the cemetery stating that it was consecrated. in 
1 

the year 1656 and. was the first in. the United Sta.tea. 

The aeoti on characterized as "outside the city" 

began at the water gate,which was located approximately 

at the present corner of Pearl and Wall Streeta1and ext~nd

ed to the present Fulton Street,and on to its junction with 

Chathaxn, and. on to Harlem. Thb3 aection had been sliced into 

farms or Boweriee bu 't beoi-lll ae of the Indi,~n warfare they had 

been deserted by the colonists before the arrival of the 
2 

Jewa in New .Amsterdam. Samuel Oppenheim, a theroug~ student, 

a,fte)1h.avin&; made axami:r.1ation of every available source iri .. 

clud.ing every c.:teed or other ancient document ccmtairdng 

reference to the seation, _etates that he oa.n find no evidence 

that the grant by the rutoh to the Jews in 1656 of land for 

a cemetery in a apot "outside the oity" was located. in New 
3 ' 

13owery near 011 ver s·treet and Chatham square. Be ca.use of 

the foregoing statement there can not be absolute oertair1ty 

regarding the location of the first cemetery or even oonoprn

ing the exact date upon which a cemetery was granted .• 

There can be little doubt, however, that the Jew

ish community d.id have its cemetery in very early t;ijmes. 

surely there would. be evidence of camp la.int were thi a 1'lot 

true. The Jews, who enjoyed other privileges must aurely· 

have had a cemetery. Regarding the matte1r of location, one 

oan not be too certain. It has been generally accepted 

1. Pub. Vol. 31. P• 77 
2 • ~ff'.. lDialy p:p.. 35-38, 

' . . ' 
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heretofore that the _first synago~1e was located if the 
New Bowery near Chatham Square and Oliver Street. 

The cemetery was naturally an integral part of the 
synagogue. We cannot be su:r.e whether synagogue organiza
tion followed the este,blishment of the cemetery or whether 
the posse.ssion of the cemetery called for an organized 
congregation. From the recordsccontained in the minute 
books o:f the congregation, containing original material from 

14. 

the year 1.728 and following, it j_s apparent that the cemetery 
was aR affiliated organization of the She 1 erith Israel congrega
tion. t:J 

The history of the cemeteries of the synagoe~e may 
·be summarized as follows: 

1rhe first addition to the origina.l cemetf.t'Y grounds 
was ma.de in tb.e year 17~30 at a cost of fpl50. 00. Again in the 
year 1751 1 when the cemetery grounds wxrc· extended, t:i-1e walls 
around the old portion were repaired. ;,. , The cemetery in 1769, 
was evid.ently violated in some manner, for on July 25th of that 
year the congregation proteBted

5 
to the Mayor of. the city II in 

Regard to Inoroachmen-ts 11 there. 

By the 'year 1783, a·oomrnittee of the congregation was 
author~zed to II superintend the Bgth Hayyim". In t.hat yea:r. the o?n~
gragatJ.on owned. i.~s own hearse. A chapel we,s probably present 1n 
the cemetery lot. It was the dgty of the Shamash o:f the synagogue 
to be ca,retaker of the cemetery. 

Another oem9tery was purchased in 1805 on Eleventh Street, 
near Sixth Avenue. Part of these grounds were sold in the year 
1825 and still a.nothe:r cemetery was purohaFJed on 1I1wenty-F'irst St. 
This las·t p:cope:r.ty was used by the congrega.ti-o:n for cemetery pu1:
poses until after the :,ye~r 1850, 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
l. Van Rensselaer Vol.l p.450,Wiernik p.66, Pub.Vol.31,p.?7. 
2, Ref. hai:, already been made to this fact. 
3. Pub. Vol, 27 p.299, Pub. 21, pp 7-8. 
4, Pub. Vol. 21 p.65 
6. Pub. Ibid pp 102-103 
6. Pub. Ibid p 220 
7. Pub. Vol, 27 p. 50 
8. Pub. Vol. 21 p. 80 
9. Pub. Ibid p. 190. 



THE POSITION OF THE J'.EWS IN 1'Hl:ll GENERAL COMMUNITY 

Since the first trying ye~,re following the 

settlement of the Jews ir.1 New Netherla.nd, the commu11i ty 

apparently encoUl'.itered little diffi c.Ulty on religious 

ground.a. Although the policy of the British govermnant 

cau aed. it to extend to its colonim.l popula.ti ona the same 
l 

restrictions and pr:i.vilegew that obtain in England, it a.p.. 

pea.rs that the aph•i t of this poli oy was not enf oroed in 

New York under British oont1•ol from 1664 to 1783. In 

England the JewFJ suffered from humiJ.iating restrictions 
2 

at least until the year 1732. but in New York thia situa-

tion d.id not prevail. The tolerance extended to the Jews 

was caused in pa.rt by the good character of the English 

governors and was in some measure due to the good citizen,. 

ship of the Jewish community. 

As early as the year l,657 Asaer Levy had loaned 

money to the LU·l;herans to aid them in building a ohurch 
3 

edifioe. There were Jewish contributions to the fund ea-
4 

tabli shed :for buildir.1g the original Tr:L11i ty ohuroh, and 

1 t has been pointed out that in 1711 when the steeple of 

Trinity ohurcl1 was erected., the Jews contributed funds for 
5 

the purpose. In the year 1682. a num'ber of Jews a.ttend.ed, 
6 

religious servi oea at the DU toh Reformed Chur<.1h. One won-

der a why. It mEcy have been for purposes of expediency •••• 

j,n 01"der to secure good will. BU'I:, more likely it was mereJ.y 

l, PUb. Vol. 6, p. 91 ff. 
2. ib. P• 90 
3. Pub. Vol. 6, p. 125 
4 • Pub. Vol. 27, p. 383 
5'. ib. p. 382 
6. Pub. Vol. 61 p. 126 



a gesture of good will on the part of the Jews. 

Na.thari Simson and Samuel Levy were elected. con

stables in New York on September 29, 1718. Simson was the 

grandfather of Sampson Simeon. a,ttorney, business lead.er 
l 

and. founder of Mount Sinai hospital. Jacob Franks, one of 

the n10st influential men of the colony was the King's only 

business agent for the Northern Colonies during the French 
2 

and Indie.n. war. 

Except for an oooaaion in 1685 when the magis

trates of New York City refused to permit the Jews to wor

ship in pUbli c and with the exception of the hectj, o eleo .. 
3 

ti cm of 1737, when JeWFJ were not allowed t<> be wi t11esaf.u.1, 

a.nd. this only t®Jttporu.rily, no evidences of Anti-Semitio 

diaorimination w~s pra.oticed in the early history of New 

York City., 

That there were individuals who disliked Jews 

oa,n safely be asaumecl., and tha.t su oh individuals caused 

discomfort to the JevriES.h community oa.n likewise be tal<:an for 

granted. In this connection a. letter written to th.13 edi to1• 

of the New York Weekly Jc>Urne.l on. May 16, 1743 t describing 

a Jewioh. funeral at which those who 1'da.:re stile tnemselves 

Christians, ••••••• irisulted the Dead in. auoh a vile manner thrut, 

to r11enti on all would shook the human ear." T.he writer de

plored the a.oti ons of the "unthinkir1g wretches;" yet he said. 

that he, himself, had di aliked. the Jews but had. returned from 

l. PUb. Vol. 25, P• 87 
2. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 15 
3. Pub. Vol. 13, p. 9J 



the funeral 11 a better friend to that nation which was so 

much rd:d:icUlEi:d and,~deapised by ours." The .funeral m.ontion .. 
l : 

ed was probably that of Abraham I. saacs. 

In the year 1727, the colonial legislature of New 

York enacted a law providing that a Jew mie,ht omit the 

phrase "Upon the true faith of a Christian" when taking the 
2 

oath of abjtt:ration. 'l1he Jews were characterized by Lord 

Cobe in Jtngland in the year 1628 as infidelFJ and. therefore 

they could not be regar0.ed, as competent wi tneaaes. In 1667 

the English court of Kinp·' s Bench rendered the unanimous de .. 

cia:ton that Jews were competent witnesses and seventeen years 

later, the same matter having been di aousaed in the English 
3 

court of Chance:r.y, the aame verdict was made. Unquestion ... 
4 

ably long before Juati oe Wi lJ.ea, in 1732, aaid. tb,e..t Jews had. 

for a. long time been givinr; J.egal testimony in :mrigland- the 
' 

Jewa of Colonie.1 New York were enjoying that privilege. 

Ir1 general, there i a little evidence to sUJ?port 

the notion that the Jews, i:ndividum.lly or as a group. aohiev·ed 

great prominence or prestige in the oommuni ty before the 

War of the American Revolution. The pUbliijhed volumes of 

Documents Relating to the Colonial Hiut<>ry of New York, the 

documentary material found in the colleotiona ma.de by 0' Calla .. 

ghan, the original clata of the New York IUstorioal Society, 

e.,a well as the earlier court n1inutea in the Records of New 

Amsterdam, all. of which have been patiently searched, fail 

l. Pub. Vol. 31, p. 240~241 and note 
2. Pub. Vol. 8, p. 136 
3. PUb. Vol, 13, pp. 9-10 
4. ibid; cf. Pub. Vol. 25't p. 87 



18. 
to reveal much reference to the Jews. In those insta.ncea 

where Jews are mentioned; there is little indication of 

great influence orpro:minenoe attached to the Jews. On the 

contrary, vrhenever a.n important d.ooUinent is mentioned or an 

important happening record.ea. re la.ti va to whi oh the na.rnes of 

leading members of the population of the city of Now York 

are mentioned, the names of Jewa are omitted.. In the year 

1761 when a Procle.matic,n was iweued on the occasion of the 

accession to the throne of England of George lll no Jew-

1 ah names are to be fou11d arnong the signatures of the docu .. 
l 

ment. 

Prior to the Revolutionary War the Jewish community 

of New York lived quietly and unobtrusively, enjoying lib

erties aeld.om interrupted and then only temporarily. They 

achieved. no fame, no social prominence. But since the x-eoord.a 

ari.:i ao silent, it may be inferred that they lived in peace 

•••• at least tolerated. 

TRW ECONOMIC STATUS OF 'l'HE JEWISH COM.MUNI'l'Y IN 

EARLY TIMES 

From the very beginning: the Jews of New .Amsterd.am 

plunged into the economic life of the community. They may 

not have gained great wealth ra.pid.ly, but they did prosper 

and many Jews of early New York d"id. become exceedingly wealthy. 

As early aa October 11, 1655, after having been ir1 the coun .. 

try for only thirteen months, seven Jews volu11tarily con-

l. New York Historical Society 

.. 
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tributad some 512 florine for the purpose of securing the 
l 

city a.ga.inet attacks by Indiana out of a total of 6,305 

f 1orins ooll.eoted. from 'Iba entire oormnuni ty. Seven Jews 

gave some 8% of the total aubacription, although they con ... 

etituted. only a fraction more than 3% of the subaoribera. 

No oontr:i.bution of more th.an 100 florins was received f1•om 

any i:ndi vi dual save Governor Stttyve aarit, who gave 150 florins, 

and. several. ship owners, who ir.t their a.beenoe from the oi ty-, 

were assessed 150 florins each. The general average of the 

contributions was 25'.6 florins per.,donor, but the average 
2 

among the Jews was more than 73 florins. 

These Jews Contributed a.a follows: 

Names 

Abraham d.e Lucena 
Joseph D' Acosta. 
Davi c1 a.e Fer era 
Slavador D' Andrada 
Jacob Cohen lienr:l.quea 
Jae o'b Bars:l.mson 
Aeaer Levy 

.fl. 
fl. 
fl. 
fl, 
fl, 
fl .. 
fl. 

100 
l.00 
100 
100 
100 
£ . 
l;,l 

6' 

As written in record 

Abra.ham La Cina. 
Joa:eph d.e Coster 
David. Frer:l.e 
Salvader Dandrado 
Ja.oob ·Cawyn 
Jacob Ba.ratinaen 
Aaear Leevena 3 

,In order to have made auoh considerable oontri

bUtiona it ia obvious that at least five members of the 

Jewish oommunity were favorably situated economically. Yet 

thi a appears impossible because of the bUrdenoome reetrio

tiona una.er which they la.bored. The fact ie Jews were en

gaged. in the retail trade from the very beginning of their 

residence .. in New Amsterdam. 

------------------The ria.me "Wall Street" probably ia derived from the fa.ot 
tha.t a. wall of defenae was erected on the eite of the 
present street of that name. 
of. Rec. N.A. Vol. l,pp.366-375. The various averages 
were oomput(1d on the baaia of the figUrea given. 
ib. P,371. Just why the Jewa contributed auoh dispropor
tionately large surne is difficult to understand, unlesa it 
was occasioned by the desire to win privileges by ridiculous 
ly extreme ciYio generosity. 
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Jaoo'b Barsimson was a menchant irn.m.ediately after 
l 

hie a.rri val. ne became a general tra.d.er. In a court ao-

ti on brought by Cornelia Van Tien.hoven against Abra.ham de 

IJ:lcena un.der date of March l, 1655, the latter was charged 

with the crime of keeping open awre "during the Sermon, a,ncl. 
2 

sold by retail." In a. memorandum list:l.ng vari oua matters 

for deliberation of the looal governmental officers. the 

following irtem appears, 11 Of keeping open 1:itor~ and selling 

by retail practised to the present time both by Jews a.nd 
3 

all foreigners." It is significant & ·too, that thottp',h the 

,Tews often complained because they were_ not accor<'led the 

p:dvilegeL·of trade at the trading posts in adjacent 1;erri

tory, a.a has previously been pointed out, they rnad.e no com ... 

plairits regarding restrictions pertaining to the retail 

t:r.t~d.e nor requeata :for such privileges. Had these bi:Jen de

nied, they surely would have battled for auoh righta. 
4 

Jacob Cohen sold nails and imported tobacco from 

curacf1s. .A..aaer Levy conducted a retai 1 business and aold 
6 

goods on cr,~di·t. Levy, well known as the e.han1pion of the 

Jews in their fight for rights, became well l<:nown in the 

conununity at la.rgew His influence :may be gleaned from the 

fact that his name frequen·tly a.ppea.ra as executor of will.a 
7 

o:f' non-Jews as well as Jews. Josep.h D'Aoosta. waa evidently 
f3 

engaged in retail trade in 165'8~ 

Re~ N.A. Vol. 2, pp.2 .. 3, p.8 
Rec. N.A. Vol. l,pp.290 .. 291 
Reo.. N. A. Vol. 2, p. 262 
Rec. N,A. Vol. 2, p.416,419 
Pub. Vol. 2, p.80 
Reo. N.A. Vol. 7, p.4 
PUb • V'ol. 8, pp. 20-22. Levy wa.a p::t-'obal>ly Shohat of the 
N'ew York Congregation in the year 1660. of. Doc a. Rel. 
Hist. N.Y. III, p,75.76. 
Rec. N.A. Vol. 2, p.416 
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In a.d.clition to the retttil trade in which the Jews 

engaged from the 'beginning, they were prominent i:mportera 

and export era. It ha.a repeatedly been pointed out by wri tars 

that the Jews led in this oom:merc:d.al a.ct:l.vity. ']he reason 

ia alrnoat obvious. It wa.a not due, as has been stated, to the 
l 

faot that the Jews could not engage in reta,il trade, but 

rather, as has been augg$sted, to the fact t.hrtt in the per

iod of history we are oonaider~nf,: i·t was exceedingly di:ffi

cult to oo.rry on business because of the privatE.~ering that 

was prevalent and beoauae the national jealou.aies and re

sentment were strong. The Jews felt, a oo:mf orting feeling 

of kinship, however, with other Jews no matter how fa:r flung. 

]'urthermore, the Jewa could. easily communicate with one 

another because of common language ••• a.nd Jews li·ired in moot 

of the commercial oapi tale of the world. A glor:l.oua eoon

orni o .o.pportuni ty waa placed within the graap of the Jews of 

early New York: and that opportunity waa instantly seized and 
2 

gradually exploited. 

In the year 1656, Joshua Mordecai Her1riquea im-

ported jewelry while he and. Sa.l va.do:r n• .Andrada. imported to-
3 

baoco. He also imported goods from Holland. Abraham de 
4 5 

Luo,na likewise traded in tobacco and in brandy. De Dloena 
6 

owned at least one corn:mercial ve ~rne l and impox•ted wine. 

1. 
2. 

Jewish Encyclopaedia, Vol. 9, ~.260 
Cohen, pp.68-72; Pub. Vol. 2, p.78; pub. Vol. 10, pp.46-47; 

Pub. V0l1 14, p. 221 
Pub. Vol. 2, p. 81 
Rec. N.A. Vol. 1, pp.306-307 
Pub. Vol, 18, p. 87 
Pub. Vol. 2, p, 83 
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One wri tar hol,~a ·the poai ti on that ·the Jews of the 

colonies, not the least among which was the New York communi

ty, th:r.ough their commercial a.cti-vity gave the colonies the 
l 

baail:s of thei:r econornic future. Anoth1:1r student of the sub ... 

ject writes that the Jewa were among the chief importer.a and 
2 

exportera of early New York. They traded chiefly with mer-

chants of Holland., Lond.011, Curacao, st. Thoma.a and other for

eign countries. Joseph Bueno imported brandy, tobacco, oof~ 
3 

fee, copper, sugar, jewelry and negroea. The aame Bueno 
4 

loa.mHi money to Lord Bellmont. Judging by the tax list of 

1695.1700, Bueno owned more real property than any of the 
5 

other Jewish reatdenta of New York. The same indiYid.Ual 
6 

traded with st.· Thoma.a. 

Although consi.dera·ble co:nuneroe waa carried on 

through business associates abroad, the Jews of early New 

York, even as early as the DUtch period were prominent tra

dets with the colonies nearby. They trad.ed w i.th Rhode I a .. 
7 8 

land.. David Ferera imported tobacco from Virginia.. He leas-

ed. a houae in 1655 and deposited 600 guilders security for 
9 

rent. He blought suit to recover 400 florins due him anc.l re-
10 

ce:i.ved a favorable verdict. David Acosta. also imported tobac-
11 

co from the same colony. Isaac I,srael -shipped merchandise 
12 

the Delaware. Ja.cob I.ucena' a shipping of hosiery to Albany 

oocaaioned two court actions. 

Cohen, p. 68 
Pub. Vol. 14, p. 221 

Pub. Vol. 2,p. 85 
N. Y. Historical Sooiety 

Collection of 1911 
Pub. Vol. 28, P• 215 
Pub. Vol. 6, p, 67 

13 

' 

' 8. 
' 9 .. 
'10 • 
111. 

' ' 112. 

' 

I 13. 

Rea. N.A. Vol. 2, p.401-402 
PUb. Vol. 18» P• 87 
Rec. N.A. Vol. 6, pp.401-402 
Pub. Vol. 20, pp 88 The 
na.met3 may have been confused 
by the writer of this article 
Docs. Col. Hiat. N.Y. Vol,12 
pp. 4?-48 ci tee court a.otion 
arising from negligence of ta 
ahj,p captain in transporting 
I s:rael I a goods. 
Rec. N.A. "vo1.6, pp.298»312 
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The tax lists for the yea.rs immediately before 
1 

1700 includ.e a. house belonging to Mosea Levy. Isaac ,H. 
2 

Levi & Co. "personal estate valued at 5'0 pounds." It is 

possible that this organization was engaged in the money 

lending business. At 'this period there were J'ewiah money 
3 

lende:rs i:n New York.. Mrs. Rebecca Gomez waa taxed for a 

house valued at 400 pounds which was a1.tuated at 23 Water 

street and for another house appraised at 1.000 pounds at 
4 

213 Q,Ueena Street. Isaac M~ Gomaz was taxed for personal 

' property valued at 100 pound.a. Daniel Coen (Cohen) owned 

a house located at i2 Maiden Lane which was taxed on a valua

tim of 500 pounds. 

The Jewish population had aohleved. prominence be ... 

fore the Revolutionary \Var in one important respect, through 

the Lr aucceaaful oommeroia.1 enterprises. This reaogni ti on 
7 

had been gained even before 1664. surely it grew titfter that 

date. Reference to the expansion of the economic status of 

the New York Jewish communi·ty after the period of the Amerio,!ll.n 

Revolution will l1e niade later in t.hia paper. 

1. N.Y. Hist. Soc. Collection Vol., 1910-1911, pp. 5, 39, 
69, 110, eta. 

2. ib. Vol. 2, p.325 
3. PUb. Vol. 2, pp, 85-86 
4. N. Y. Hist. Soc. Vol. 2, p. 359 
5. ib. p. 372 
6. N. Y. Hist. Soc. Col. Vol. 2, p.J'/2 
7. As has been indicated by the writer in connection with 

privileges granted. as well as by commercial. activi·ty. 

r 



COl'TGRITIGNrI ONAL ADMINISTRA:.rI 01'! 

At a meeting of the congregation held in Sep

tember 1728, the following officials were in the employ 

of the synagogue: The Hazan, Moaea Lopaz de Fonseca, 

whose salary Wt=ts 50 pounds par year together with a sup-
1 

ply of wood, and matzos for Passover. Samuel Bar Meyer 
2 

was Bodek; he was a.lsoshohet. The two terms were an:ployed 

in the congregational minute booka s~nonymoualy at times. 

More frequently the two terms were used together, as 

"Shohe·t and .13odek." Meyer's salary was 20 pounds per an ... 

nuni which was increased to 30 pounds on Mrzy 27, 1729 on 

the oond.i ti on that the oongregati onal treasury would. be 
3 

able to afford the additional expense$ As will be seen 

frequently in th.is paper. salaries were often increased. 

24. 

on the same condition. Valentine Ca.mpanale was the Shamas 

with a. salary of 16 pounds plua a supply of wood and matzo a. 

The Hazan -
David Mendez Ma.oh.ado rel:Leved Moses Lopez de 

5 
J!,onaeca on Sept<➔mber 1, 1736 of hia dut±ies as Hazan. Thie 

was a temporary arrangement which b eca.me permanemt when 

Lopez who had gone to Curacao resigned on January 30, 1737. 

At thi a time Maohad.o was duly elected Hazan at an honor .. 

ar:i.um of 40 pounds annually together with wood and matzo a 

1. PUb. Vol. 21, p.4 
EJ .• ibid 
3. ib. p. 1, 
4. ib. p. 4 
5. ib. p. 30 

4 



and an agreement to be paid 10 pounds addi·tiona.l if there 

would be funds available. Machado was also to receive pay

ment from the children whom he would teach in a "pu'blick 
1 

school in due form for teaching the Hebrew language." 

On October 9, 1747 Maohado•s salary was increas

ed by 20 pounds and on March 17, 1748 :Benjamin Pereyra was 

elected Hazan at a. salary of. 5'0 pou2:1ds per annum plus par .. 
2 

quisites derived from fees for handling Kosher meat. Hazan 

Isaac Pinto next aerved the congregation. In 1759 he had 

ocoa.idon to write to the congrega.M. on begging forgi venees 

for past wrongs. He was reinstated 

ed on October 7, 1762 by the a.mount 

and hJ. s salary was rai s-
3 

of 10 pounds. On Deoem-
4 

bar 15, 1765, he gave notice of reaigna.·li.ion. His diffioul .. 

ty may have been occasioned by his radical religious ideas. 

In 17 66 Pinto published an· English tra.nk1la ti on of the Pray .. 

er Book. This is an il'llportant fact because he stated a.a 

his reason :for publishing the book that Hebrew was ei the1· 
5 

imperfectly u11derstood Ol' not at all. The b (O)Ok. thou g;h trans .. . 6 
lated into English, did not depart :from the Sephardic ritual. 

On June 8, 1766 Isaac Cohen da Silva waa elected Hazan at a 
7 

salary of 80 pounds plus wood and matzos. 

The duttes of the Hazan in 1728 were listed as 

follows: He must attend all religious services. That is 

he must be at services twice on each week day and three times 

Pub. 
Pub. 
Pub. 
Pub. 
Pub. 

Pub. 
Pub. 

Vol. 21, p.36 
Vol. 21, pp.56-57 
Vol. 21, p. 86 
Vol, 21, pp.91~92 
Vol. 13, p. 113; Pinto also wrote in orderly arrange~ 
ment a list of the Hasoabo·bh previously listed only 
in memory a,nd gave attention to the records and re
ports of the congregation. of. Pub. Vol. 11,p.152 ... 153 
Vol. 30, pp.56.57 
Vol_ 21, p. 92 



26. 
on Sabbaths and holidays ''to perform pra.yera and what 

more belongs to his :f'Unction." He wa.s the mini.star of 

the congregation. Besides all these duties the Hazan issues 

cert.1.fioatea for all Koe.her beef that is ahi.pped out of the 

city and i a responai.bl«:3 for proper branding of the same. 
l 

He w.~ia given extra remuneration for aitch services. In their 

let·tera to ouracao, London and elsewhere, written at differ

ent times. and asking that Ha.zanim be recommended, the qual ... 

itiea demanded are reminiscent of a passage in the prayer 
2 

boolt: 
~•~,, )P• .J\~9.J\-=> '.J\!J9-" 

'P J_j_j ,1,p, ~('1,\l:1 

,..J\I ,,.::,.. e\ D ~ 

-~~~~~ 
~~-

The Hazan must have an agreeable personality, ap

pearance and voice quality. Except for a brief interrup

t:i.on, the Hazanim of the congregation, in addition to all 

other a.utie a, contrac1:.ed to instruct the children. '!'he 

details of such arrangements will be discussed elsewhere 

in this paper. 

At a meeting of the congrega.t:i on held on J;uly 13, 

l"/68 the members were informed that Ge1"ahom Seixaa had a.p ... 

plied for the position· of Hazan, Da Silva having been dis

missed.. He was thereupon elected by unanimous vote at a 

salary of 80 pounds. He was to be ·llJUpplied, moreove1.•, wi·th 

a home for which he would pay no rent and was to be supplied 

l, PUb. Vol. 21, p. l; pub. Vol. 27, p.7 
2. of. Pub. Vo,l. 27 • pp. 10 ... 11 
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l 
with wood and. matzos~ Se::l.xaa served the congregation long 

and splendidly. He waa the leader of the congregation un

t:i.l the year 1816 when death ended his ministrations a.a 

Hazan. This long period waa interrupted only by the war 

of the Revolution during which time Seixas was in Stratford, 
2 

Conneotiout and Philadelphia. 

l?rom the very beginning Seix.as wa.s put under the 

necessity of asking repeated.ly for increase a of salary. On 

January 1. 177 5 he delivered an ul·cimatum to the effect that 

his salary rnuet be raised to 140 pounds per annum o:r he 
3 

would not serve longer. Since no reply 08.llle to him he wrote 
4 

again on March 29 asking for an immediate answer. The oon~ 

g.rega:tion decided to offer Seixa.s 100 pounds. Thia amount 

ha :refused agreeing to serve foi• one moi"e quarter ( of a. year) 

at tl'le rate of 100 pounds -or would remain longer at a saJ.ary 

of 120 pounds. The congregation being unable to meet the 

derna.nd, Seixaa resigned. and the school teacher, Abra.ham Ia. 

Abra.ha.ma was requested to offioie.te on the follo-vdng Sabbath. 

Juat four de.ya later the congregation agreed to pay Hazan 
6 

Seixaa 120 pounds which was aooepted. 

l. Pub. Vol. 21, pp. 100-101 
2. Thia period will be oonaidered at a later date. 
3. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 133 
4. ib. p. 135 
5.'. ~Ub. Vol, 21,. p, 136 
6. lb. pp. 137-138 

5 
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28. 
The Shohet and Bodek 
~ ~IIMMl'iWII ~ ~ 

When SoJ.omon Meyer died. in 1729, Solomon Hart be

oa.rae the Shohet, being paid 20 pounds per annum and woqd 
l 

and matzoa. Abraham Pinto succeeded Hart with the same sal-

ary. On October 17, 1'745 Pinto• a salary WE1s definitely 

inoraaaed 5 poui-1da and a further inc1'ease of the same amount 

was promised should there be auf:t'icient funda at the end of 
2 

the year. On August 5, 1759 Johann Jacobs was eleoted Sho-

het a.t a salary of 25 pounds per year. Hi a 1:H:ilt:u•y was in

.creased. by 10 pounds 011 November 11, 1759. On Aprj_l 22, 

1765, J1a.coba having resigned, Jona.a Philips wa.s elect·ed his 
3 

auooeaaor at a ;salary of 35 :pounds. On December 3, 1'169 

Philipa gave three months notice of resignation whereupon 

Hart Aaron was elected. on- a salary basis which 'brou,r,ht him 

"the benefit of tonguea 11 in addition to his remuneration of 
4 

25 pounds per :,;ear. 

By Nove:rnber 25, 1770 Hart Aaron had. been diacharg ... 
5 

ed and. Moshe bar Eliezer waa elected at the same salary. 
6 

On December 23, 1771 Moses Lazarus became Sliohet. On Novem-

ber 8, 1'172 Abraham Chavas was elected S.hohet relieving one 

Lazarus who had ta.ken the position only temporarily. Chavas 
7 

proved incapable, and Hart Jacobs took the office. Jacobs 

wa.a dismissed on November 6, 1'1'74, because he refused ·to 
8 

submit himself to an examination for his qualifications. 

1. Pub. Vol. 21, p. '}'{:5 ' 
2. ib. p. 48 
3. ib. p. 79 
4. ib. p. 10'7 ,. ib. p. 108 ... 109 
6. i b. p. lll 
'7. ib. P!?J. 114 ... 115 
8. i b. p. 126 



l 2 
He was reinstated and resigned on February 5, 1775. 
Ha.rt Aaron now succeeded Jacobs but Aaron resigned during the 

3 
Spring or summer of 1'775 due to the inadequacy of his salary. 

The duties of the Shohet pertained to the ala.ugh. 

taring of animals for use of members of the congregation. 

I11 1729 i·t was stipulated that he was to "Kill at sayera.1 

places sufficien·tily for the whole congregation, and muat sub

mit to an examination in the Dinimz"(la.wa), the examination 

to be conducted by the Hazan or by any shohet whom the Ha-
4 

zan might select for the purpose. Later. as we ha.ye seen 

the dttties c)f the Shohet became more extensive since he was 

charged with the ti:.isk of slaughtering beef for export abroad 
5 

and to aurrounding country. 

Since t,.he Jewi ah community was to@ ama.11 to sup ... 

port a Jewish butcher, a rat.her in·tere~1ting arrangement was 

effected with non-Jewish 'butchers whereby the Shohet would 

kill and inspect meats and stamp those parts which the Jewa 

could eat. This stamping or sea.ling mant that bo Shorne:t .. was 

ne ceaaary, a :fact gleaned from a letter written by the oon

gre gation to the Ha.ham of Jamaica., a liette1:- replying ·to a. 

complaint by the Ja:mai ca Jew.i sh c01mnuni ty re gard.ing the stamp ... 
6 . 

ing of meats impor·ted from New York. 

A conmidera1)1e portion of the Shohet' a salary 

was usually derived from the payments made to the congrega

tion by the non, .. Jewish bu·tche1•0. The latter benef.i:tted be ... 

oa.uae their ela.ue,,hte:ri11g was done by th~i Shohet of the 

1, Pub. Vol. 21, p. 127 
2. i b. p. 134 
3. i b. p. 138 
4. Pub. Vol.21, pp .. 4,15,30. 
5. i b. p. 67 
6. i b. p. 77 



congregat,ion and because of increased 1:rusinerirn due to 
1 

30. 

Jewish patronage. '.rhe Shohet was frequently giyen c<irtain 

sped.fied parts of meats which he could sell and thus in-
2 

crease his ir10ome. At times t.rrn Shohetim were pi:1.id a fee 
3 

for ea.oh large animal slaughtered for export. Thus ·t;he 

Shohet collected 1:i regular salary from ·t;he congregation, 

received perqui sitc:;s from b'utchers and fees for exported 

Kosher beef. 

The congregation W1S1.s compelled. to endeavor to con ... 

t:r.•ol the Kosher food sup_pJ.y of early New York City i:n order 

to c-mable it to hiive a Shohet to insure fair pri cos of Ko

sher food and to make certain that no members of the con

g-,regation would. be compelled to eat trefah meats. At tj.mes 

independent Shohetim would attempt. to .effect p:ri vate arrange ... 

ments wi·th bu·ccher.s, competing wi·th the Shohet of the con-
4 

gregation and reduoi:ng his revenue. In such instances, the 
5 

congregation would. simply declare the :meat trefa.h. It also 

decreed "No ca.sheer Beef be ahipt or sent away from th:l..s 

place" by any member of the congregation except .. through the 
6 

Hazan. 

The Jewa were occa.ai o.na.J.ly enraged. beoauaa butchers 

would affix false Jewish seals to meat. Thia occurred in 

179 6 when the Jews ma.de complaint and the Common council or-
7 

dered that the license of the offender be euppreaaed. In 

1805 the congregati or1 appealed to the 11/rayo:r. De Witt Clinton 
111111.._ ________ _,_ 

1. PUb. Vol. 25', pp. 45 .. 46 
2. ib. p. 4,6 
3. ib. p. 44 
4-. PUb. Vol. 21, pp.123--124 
I"' PUb. Vol. 25, p. 53 :, . 
6. . PUb. Vol • 21, p. 1 
7. PU'b. Vol. 2iJ p. 32 ::> , 



because of a similar happening. The result was that the 
1 

offender waa no longer allowed to a.ct as a butcher. 

J3esidea the Hazan and the Shohet and Bodek, 

the congregation employed, as early as the year 1'72B, a 
2 

31. 

Shamas. In that year Valentine Campanall occupied. the post 

co:m.manding the salary of 16 pounds plus a supply of wood 
3 

and matzos. 

The duties of Ot.-unpanall were ex-p1~errnly mention

ed. He was" to call the Ye chidims11 to synagogue service 

and was expected. to summon to 11 Selicoth11 those whose names 

would bE~ given to the Sha.ma.a for that purpose. He must 

kci:H)p the synagogue 013,nd.leati oles in a clean condition, make 

candles and keep the cistern suppl1.ed with water. On May 

14-, 1753 it wi:~s specif'led that in add:!.tion to the duties 

of the Shamas al:rea .. dy understood, he rru st act aa caretaker. 

1. Pub. Vol. 25, pp. 33-35 
2. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 4 
3. j,b. 
lJ.. ib. 



32. 

of the cemetery, attend all B 'ri tha and funerals and be 
1 

responsible for keepi:ng the t1'.ramid'' always lighted. On 

April 29, 1759 the Shamas was required to set aside a 

part of his house for the pu:r.;poae of baking Matzoth. It 

was further stipulated that if, in the judgment of the oon ... 

gregation'a officials, it were necessary, the Sha:rr.i.as.must 

board and lodge (poor) persons. The aala1•y of the Shams.a 

was increased by giving him his house withou·h charging 

rent because of the last obligations required of him. I:n 

17 ~;9 the re qtii :rernent :.re gar ding the biikir1g of matzos was 

changed. The Shamas mu st ba.ke the cakes and not n1e1•aly 
2 

set aside room for the purpose. 

The Sha.mas was consi sten·cly requ1.r.ed. by the con ... 

gregntion to 1)ob1.rd and lodge ir1d.igent persons, t,he con ... 
3 

g:regation paying for the boa.rd only. · A du·by of the Shrunr;.1,e 

not yet listed refers to keeping the Bath cleaned and heat-
4 

ed.. I3esides all these tasks performed by the Shamas he must 

visit the homes of the members o:f the congregation on I~ri-
5 

day afternoons and. on the eves of the holicl.Eiys. 

Riby Ke.lonimos Bar Samuel succeedt~d Campa.nall on 

January l, 1744-. Upon hi6 death aoon afterward., Ce..mpanall 

re stun ed. his old. position, Up ori the d.eci1,th of Oa.mpa,nc':1.11, 

PUb. Vol. 21, p.69 
ib. p. Bo 
PUb. Vol. 21,pp. 80, 87 
ib. P.. 8,3 
i1>. p. 69 
ib. p. 46 
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33. 

Elias BolC'imons wa.s electe¢1. by the congregt.1.ti on on May· 14, 
l 

17 53 a,t a salary of 20 pound.a and matzoth but, no wood .• 

On April 29, 1759 Jud.ah Israel became Shamas with a sal ... 

ary arre,ng(~ment whereby he was tq be paid. a salary of 

10 pounds per annum, 7:10 pounds as an allowance for wood, 
2 

rent of house free and matzo,11. IsrEiel' s Sf.tlary w1:1.s in ... 

creased on June 4, 1760 by 10 pou:nds and. 40 shillings was 
3 

a.dd.ed. for wood. -to heat the Bath and. water. JUdtih Israel 

was the next Shamas. In 11768, when he wa,s dismissed for 

inst:1.bordinati on, .Abraham. I arael Abriwa.ms, the school teach

er, also called. Rib1:li and Rabl.)j,, acted temporarily in the 

capiicity of Shamas. Is:t•ael apologized. and cont:i.r1ued in 
4 

his position. Levy Israel, t.he Shamas following Judah 

I s:i:•tie l received a,n increase of salary e,fte:r having petition-
5 

ed. fox· the Sf.une. On December 4, 1774 one Jud.ah Levy was 

Sb.a.mas. He w~is gr~inted one II load.e wood. and ca1•ty &ca" for 

heating the building for the meetings of the trustees of' 

the congregation, 

1. PUb. Vol. 21, p. 69 
2. j, 1:). p. 80 
3. ib. p. 83 
4. n,. pp. 95697 
5. ib. p. lJ. 



• 
THE! PAH.NAS,Al~·n HIS J30ARD OF DIRJ:!]CTORS 

The off icit:11 in whose pe:raon. wi:is centered the 

g:reatest degree of au·thority in the congregation was the 

Parnas. When elect€~d Parnas, em indi vid.Ual muat m:irve 
1 

in the offioe or pay the rather large fine of 3 pound.a. 
2 

The a.mount of the fine was soon inc:r.•eased to 16 pound.a. 

34. 

Only a ma:rri ed. man and one who had at some pre vi ou a time 

serveo. as one of the Ha,tanirn was eligible for the position 
3 4 

of Parnas. He presided at all congregational meetings 

of whatevel'.· nature. In h:ls t:ibsence the following offici

als in the o:t'der. stated assumed charge: :oldest elder, 

any elder, Hata.n '1' orah, Ha tan Be:reshi th a,nd fimtlly the 

' old.est ord.ina.ry member of. tha congregtttion. In the earli-

e,1t e:x:1. sting cong:regati onal reooi•ds we fine\. that the Par ... 

nas was inv·ested. with auff i ci ent authority to appoint two 
' 6 

"Hatanima" as assistants and more ••••• the Parnas together 

w:i.th his two appointed. a.idea have the power to select the 
7 

fol.lowh1g Parnas. The Pa..rnas no·t merely coulc1 exert great 

control through his peraonal authority, but through the 

l. PUb. vol. 2, p. 2 
2. ib. pp. 49. 73, 57 
3. ib. p. 2 
4. pub. Vol. 21, p. 68 
5. 11:, 
6. ib. p. l 
7. i b. p. 2 
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power o:f' appointment oouJ.d guide the oongl"egation very 

considerably while in power, and throug;h the same power 

could. direct policies even during the yee,r after he had. 

ralin~iiahed office! The Parnaa and his two assistants 

f1cted as the auperviaory board of the congregat.ion, di .. 

rected its a.otivit:i.ea and was expected. 0 to act conscien .. 

t:Loua for the well being of the congregation." In a gen

eral co ngrega.ti. ona.l meeting the Parnas could exercise two 
1 

vote-HJ. He was not merel.y the Pre sid.ent, but likewise the 
2 

treasu1•er of the congregation. 'l'he Parmis was, in the 

ee.rly yea.rs, the clerk of the congregation, too. He kept 

the files and the important records and dooumentf, of the 
3 

congregation. In the year. 1760, due to some difficulties 

that had presented themselves regarding the disposition of 

seatB, :i.t was concluded" tht':l.t the Parnaeaim should there-
4 ' 

after a.ssign aeatfJ to the memb'erst The Parnaa and the 
5 

elders formed the school 'board of dj.rectors. He di f.:rtri·bu-
6 

ted charity within certain set limit&. 

As has been stated the Parnas and his two "as-
7 

aiatants" or the Hatanim constituted the governing board 

Pub. Vol. 211 p. 5 
ib.pp. 29, 31, 32, 33, 
ib •. pp. 119-120, 122 
il>. 1)P• 81-82 

48, 66, eta. 

ib. :p. 72 
i'b. pp. 2-3 ( ThifJ matte:r. wU.l a considered in deta:i.1 

elsewhere in this paper.) 
Pub. Vol. 21, p. 14 



of the oongrega,ti on. Together they were often called 
J. 

ad.juntas. In the d.eJ.i'bera·tior1a of this body, the Pqr ... 

dis11igreement e1ome impartial person would be called upon 

to a,rbj.trate. 'rhi ~'3 was decided in the meeting of the 
2 

whole congregation. which took place on Sept1:imber J.5, 1728. 

The Parnas and the two Hatanim d.iapenaed all charity to 

the loca,l Jewif3h poor or to itine:r.-e,nt poor :f'a.miJ.ies from 

cong1.·egi:i,tional fUnds; the P~1:rnas wiis permitted. to take 
3 

charge of itinerant poor Jews who vrere a.lone. At first 

the Parnas and the two Hatanim constituted the school 
4 

board.. '!'his was determined. at a meeting of ApriJ. l.5', 1747. 

Late,~ the action. was alte:r.ed and a new arrangement effect

ed by which the Parnas and the "Elder a11 :f' armed, the school 
5 

Board .• 

1r here can be no oau ae for wonder that it w~ts 

exceedingly difficul·t to secure qualified candidates for 

tllne poHi tion of Parnas. The obligations in·vC>lved in the 

o:ff:i.ce were so numerous and varied,, the reaponsi,bility so 

heavy and the duties so st:i:•enuoua that few able men were 

willi.ng to assume the poai ti on. This fact ve:r.y likely ac ... 

counts for the mone tarjr f i :ne reqta:Lred. of incli vio.uals who 

refuaed to accept the office when requested to d.o so. The 

increasing difficulty :ln ~➔eouring proper ind.i1rid.u1:i,le1 prob

ably explains the increase in ·the amou11.t of the fine imposed. 

J P ' V l 21 1~4. 1~,~~ ··• U t). 0 • 1 pp. -,,, , -,,, 
2. ib. pp. 1 ... 2 
3. i b. pp. 2-3 
4-. ib. p. 54 
5 • i b. p. 72 



37. 
]

1or the same reason the former regula.t.:l.on that only :mar .. 
1 

ried men could serve as Parna.a was changed. The aitua-

ti cm finally became so desperate that it was necessary on 

O e,tobe:r 22, 1'748 for the congregati,on to ask that several 

m.en iHgn o.n agreement to the effect tha,t they were willing 

to take the (Office in turn, the cong1~egation reserving the 
2 

rj.ght to eleJot o't,he:ra at will, rrhe arune difficulty ca.used. 

the oongregati on t.o reorganize i ta me thoda of admini stra

M. on by having two Parnas:im1 eQected on the first day of 
3 

Roeh Haahamth. The miri.µtea of the congregation do not make 

clear the exact E3ta.tua or duty of the J?arnas who presumably 

would be inactive until half the year ha.d elapsed. It may 

be iri.ferred., however, that while both Parnaaim shared. re

aponaibilities and obliga_tions; one was morE3 directly re ... 

aponsi ble a.t a given. ti.m.e and he was expected to perform 

more ta ska in connection with t.rie work of the synagogue. 
4 

Both served. together on the Board. The Board of Di1•eotors 

of the synagogue waa enlarged., perhaps as a result; of the 

mista.ke previously made of centralizing too much work in 

the ha.nda of a few people. 

It ha,d become very difficult not merely to se ... 

ottre desired Parna.sim, but it waa no eaay task to find. 

1. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 57 
2~ j.b. pp. 59 ... 
3. ib, P• 65 
4. ib. p. 85 
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l 
able Hataniro.. This fact may be responsible for the fact 

tha,t on Ma.rah l, 1762 it was determined to make the duties 

of the Hatanim lesa strepµous by electing fiv1:i of these 
2 

offi oers rather tha.n two as had. been customary. l!.,inally 

e,n exper:i.ment was adopted by which "two out of the six fol

lowlng gentlemen shou ! d be ]:Tilleoted. by d.r.a.wing two promis

ouou aly out of' thei:r. number. 11 This action was ma.de on 

August 28, 1774. On September 14, 1768 aht Hatar1im or a,s ... 
3 

siatanta were chosen. Before Sept. 8, 1771 it wa.a proba,b .. 

ly d.i soovered. that. the increased number of officers mere-

ly created the increased problem of securing them for on 

that date it was decided to elect only one Parnaa, accord.

ing to their original procedure and only two Hata.riim as had 

been their earlier custom. It was determined that the two 

Hata.nim, acting with the Parnas, would farm the governir1g 

board of the con.grega:bion. The Hata,n 'rorah and. the Ha.tan 

:Bereshi th would serve reepec·ti vely e,s first and second vioe 

presidents. After one year of service the Hatan Torah 

would automatically succeed to tb.e office of Parnaa and 

the Ha tan Berernhi th to the status of Ha tan Torah. To com ... 

plate the picture it wottld. become ne cesaary then only to 

seour<~ a new Ha tan Bereahi th em.ch year and. he would be ap

pointed by the Pa.rnas a.nd the Hatanim. This soheme appears 

in·celligent, but i ·t did not operate auoceeaful.J.y. Approx.i

ma.:tely two years la.te:r. the congregation revert;ed. to at least 

l. Pub. Vol. 21, p. JJO 
2, ib. p. 85 
3. i'lo. P• 102 
4. . j,b. p. 110 
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part of the old method.; again two Parnasim vrnre elected. 

The single Parnas wa.a compelled to serve too strenuously 

and for too lengthy a period ..• 

Origim.:i..lly a.s ha.a been stated the Parnaa had 

the power to appoint the Hatanim. Thia matter was altered 

on December 4, 1774. when it was a.e cicled that ·t;he Parnas 

might appoint only half the number of Ha.tanim; the others 
2 

to be elected by the members of the congrega;U on.: Among 

the more promir1ent men who served the oongregati on in the 

capacity of Parnas may be mentioned the :f' allowing names: 
3 4 5 6 

Abraham I ea.a.ca, Dani el Gomez, Joseph Simson, David. Hays, 
7 8 9 

J'a.cob ]1ra.nka, Sampson Simeon, Benj a.min Gornez, Samuel 
10 11 12 13 

Ha.rt , J:vfye r Myer t3, l-Ia.yma.n Levy, Samue 1 JUdtih, I saa.c Gomez, 
.14 15' 16 

Manuel Josephson, Moses Iv'I. Haya, Moses Gomez, Mathias 
17 18 - 19 20 

Gomez, Solomon Simson, Jacob Hart, Joshua Iaaaca, and 
21 

Bernard Ha.rt. 

PUb. Vol. 21, pp.115.116 
ib. p. 129 
ib. p. 36 
ib. p. 49 
ib. p. 56 
ib. pp. 61 ... 62 
ib. p. 68 
ib. p. 88 
ib. 
ib. p, 70 
:ib. p. 79 
ib. PP• 83, 139 
ib. p. 85' 
ib. p. 86 
ib. p., 94 
ib. pp. 111, 140 
ib. p. 117 
ib. p. 140 
ib. p. 167 
ib, p. 167 
ib. p. 167 
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We have already refer.red. to the fa.ct that the 

power of appointment of the Hatanim had 'been shifted to 

some degree from the hand.s of the Parnaa to the oongre ... 

ga.ticm at large. But hi1:-1 powers were further restricted. 

when the congregation became larger e.n.d when the German 

element in the members.hip increased. On October 22, 1748, 

d.u:ring the incuml'><!moy of David Hays in the office, i. t was . , 

ruled that the Boa.rel of Di1•ecto1•s of the :bo.t1gr.eg~tton:, ~that 

i1:1 the group composed o:f the Parnaa and the Hatanini, could. 

no longer use its di scretj, on in expending cong-regational 

fUnd.a. Begi.nning in 1748 t:he Board could pay the salar:i.es 

of the congregation's paid. officials and cottld. make expen ... 

di turea of a few dollar a for certain specified. expenses. 

Ir1 1748 the total amount -that the governing Board could. 
1 

spend amour1ted to 170 pounds and 10 ahi llings. Now a more 

systematic arrangement of hand.ling fund.a was devised. .An 

account of di e1bursements muat be rendered. regularly at 
2 

half year intervals to the elders of the congregation. 
3 

They must keep a .ree,.ilar a.ooount book. 

The ta:r.m "Board of 1rrusteea 11 which frequently 

appt·u:ira in the congrega.ti ona.l records ia difficult to un .. 

deretand. It seems, however, that the "trustees" at times 

l. Pub. Vol. 21, pp. 61 ... 62 
2. i b. p. 64 
3. ib. P• 66 
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ei thar d.i splaced the "Ha tanim11 or O Asai atants" or 

was Ei:lmply used interchangeably or synonymously with these 

more :fam.i liar terms. surely two different executive 

bodies of the congregation did not function simultaneous-

ly. 

In 1774 the:re:were eight trustees. 1l1heae we:re 
1 

elected by the entire membership of the congregation • 

.Among the duti.ea of the trustees was included the custo-
2 

d.ianahip of· synagogue p:rope:r.tiea. The group of trustees 

very likely acted as thE3 business agent of the congrega ... 

tior1 besides performing the uaua.J. a.uties Which pertain to 

a supervisory board; these have been listed .• 

Begimij,ng with the year 1797 there were offi-
3 . 

cia..l cong1•egatiomil.l treasurers. :l?ri or to ·that date ·the Par ... 

nas and. his board had exercised the functions of treasur

er; wbi J.E:'l at t' irat ~he Parnas alone had been treasu:re:r. of 
4 

the congregation. 

'11.he 11 :mlders" of the congregation together with 
5 

the Parnas of ·the congregation formed the school boa.rel.. 

T.bat the 11 :fnlders" were important off ich1,ls may be observed 

from the fa.ct that the. oldest "FJJ.der'! j,n 172B, p:reaid.ed 
6 

t:it cong:t•e gati onal mf.'-je ti ng1a in the absence of the Parnas. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 

Pub. Vol. 21, pp. 131-132 
i b. p. 130 
i b,. p. 169 
These two f'acts have been presented. eliuewhere, cf. Vol. 

21, p. 15'0 
Pub. Vol. 21, p. 72 



In .Juhe year 17 64 there were five "Elders" all of whom 
l 

42. 

were elected. by the general congregation. ThiH number 
2 

was increased to aix in the year 1768. Since thei•e is 

eo little·reference to elders in the original records of 

the congregation, we may suppose that the office was not 

oohtinuou.sly employed; it ma,y be that the position par

took of an honorary character. 
3 

In 1796, the office of "Clerk" waa established. 
4 

'11he clerk is referred to in the year 1824. 

1. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 87 
2. i b. p. 102 
3. ib. p. 170 
4. i b. P• 167 



CONGRBJG.ATIONAL HISTORY 

The first synagogue erected by the Jewish communi~ 

ty of New York was consecrated. on April 8, 17 30, th;at d.a.te 
1 

being the seventh day of Passover. Oonsti-ucti on had start ... 
2 

ed durir1g the year 1725, the lot having been purchased, on 

December 19, 1.728 from Cornelius Clapper and was located on 
3 

Mi 11. street. Worship in the new synagogue had conimer1ced 
4 

in the yea:t• 1729. 

The members of the commu11i ty contributed with ap ... 
5 

parent generosity toward. the bUild.ing fund. They gave orig ... 

inal d.onati cma which many of them increased from time to 

t:l.me. The largest single sub scrip ti. on came frorn Jacob 

Franke in the a.moun·c of 25 pounds. 'l'hia contribution rep .. 

resented more than 9% of the total amount ra.:i.aed which was 
6 

25;.13.6 pounds. It was dU:r.ing Ii'rankl.3'' administration a.s 
7 

Parnas that the new synagogue was constructed.. He gave an 
8 

additional 5' pounds for a foiindat:l.ori stone, and later made 
9 

further contributions a.a did. other member a of the congregation. 

pub. Vol. 21, ·p. 19'7 
i 'b. p. 18 • 30 
Pub. Vol. 27, p. 259 
ib. p. 25'9. cf. An intereati.ng itEim in the congregational 

minutes appeara:"To cash paid. fox· a Bail of strong 
Beer d.d. (donated) to them (refer:dng to the carpen-
ters) as per agreement 18 shillings." Pub. Vol. 21,p. 20 

Pub. Vol. 21, pp. 10-11 
ib. 
ib. p. 13 
ib. p. 12 
ib. pp. 22, 23, 24 
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Not only· did. ]1ranka give of .hia money with great gene:r.oa .. 

ity, but he gave of himself, hia time and. work to the 

building arrangement. 

Jacob 1!,ranks waa a. member of the buiJ.d.ing com

mittee which consisted, in addition to himself, of Moses 

and Mordecai Gomez and Benjamin Mendez Pacheo who were 

elected. in 1728. These gentlemen "gave bond to MessrEi. 

Danie 1 Gomez, Abraham I aaaoa and Nath~n IJevy that said 

work should be done for the use of the body congregation 
l 

Shearith Israel." Moses Gomez was also one of the greatest 

benefactors of the congregation in connection with the 

building of the firat synagogue.. He advanced. personal fUnda 
2 

for expenses of oonatruotion, a,nd. he contributed a very 
. 3 

large aum to the bUil.d.ing fund. 

Ir1 thi e synagogue on Mi 11 street the Jewi ah 

commu:ni ty worshipped ( except foz· the period of the Revolu

tionary War) until thE,Yea.r 1817, when it was wrecked and the 

second ayna.gogue bui.lding o:f the oongregat:i.on was oonatruct .. 

ed. Ur1til tb.e new atructure waa prepared for occupancy. the 

congregation worshipped temporarily in a large room of 
4 

"an. engine house" on Beaver Street near Broad Street. The 

second symi.gogUe was consecrated on April 17, 1818. Mordecai 

Manuel Noah delivered an a.dd1•eas. An inso:r'ipti on 011 the 

fron1; of the second synagogue bUi ldi ng read a that the con ... 

gregf,4,tio:n had. erected its fi:rst ad.i:f'ioe in 1730 and ha.d 



1 
:rebui l:t in 1817. , r, 

Efforts in the direction of securing a second 

synagogue had started as early as 1803 when "offering~:r" for 
2 . 

a building fund we:t•e given to the extent.of t4lo.o·o.,•., 

On June 8, 1806 the congregation ap:p ointed a oommi ttee to 

confer with the gove1"ning board of the congregation with 

a view ·toward. aeouring a new house of worab.:i.p. If the 

tru ateea would not a.ct, the oommi ttee was empowered II to 

buy~ lem.se, or hlre" a synagogue. The con:unittee oonaiat-
3 

ed of Benjamin Seixa,s, Harmon Hendri oks a.nd Ephraim Hart. 

As ea.rly as 1790 an attempt had apparently been ma.de to 

build a ae cond aynftgogue for there is a record of a. rece:J.pt 

of. 100 pounds be:i.ng gi·ven by the oorrtra.cto:r, who was to oon ... 

s·truot the bUildir1g, to Isaac Gomez who turned i't o,rer to 
4 

the cor1gregation. The lot, looated on Mill street, purchased 

in 1722 for 300 pound.a which waa 11 kept in trust" by Daniel 
5 

Gomez, Joseph Simson andMYe:r. Myers for the oong,regation, 

we,s p:i:•oba.bly intended to be uaed as the lot for the second 

synagogue. 

The Crosby Street Synagogue was occupied on May 

24, 1834, being the third struc·cure for religioua wo1•ship 

constructed by the congregation. At its conaeo:ration, Morde

cai Manuel Noah, who hr:td delj, vered an address on the ocoaa .... 

ion of the dedication of the :former synagogue, spoke. The 
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whole aervioe was in the Hebrew lan~age aave Noah's 

addreaa which was presented in English. The Boston 

Courier and the New Yor:lr Times carried oompar.ati·vely 

lengthy and oompJ.imentary reports of the dedicatory ex-
1 

eroisea which took place on JUne 12, 1834. The congre ... 

gation used this synagogue until the year 1860. 

ASPECTS OF JEWH3H LIFI!l IN NEW YOHK CI'l'Y UNTIL 1850 

I ·t must manifestly be true that a decidedly 

vigorous Jewj.ah spirit was felt in the hear·ta of the 

small. Jewish co:mmuni "ty inNew Yox•k City. Otherwi ae • 1 t 

woul,d have 15een· impoaai:b.le' for th.fol congregation She I eri th 

Israel ·to have functioned oon·hinuoualy, as it did, serv-

ing the educatior1a.l and philanthro1>ic need.a of the co:mmuni·~y 

de spi ta the combined hr:\.ndi cap a of small number a and 11 t·tl,a 

income. Aa we have already set forth, ·the congregation 

necessarily worried. almost oonai stently regarding i ta econ ... 

omic status. which was a.lwaya weak. Or1ly a, community feel

ing, a genuine warmth of Jewish. religious apir:i.t could have 

carr:led on in the face of apparently overw.helming odds. 

BUt the congregation did no'I:, merely exist. It served well; 

i·t had employed as early as thE:1 year 1'?28 three otmgregation

al <:>fficials and these were uauttlly of a very exoall~n1t 

oha.ra.a,-er. 

1. of. PUb, Vol. 21, pp. 198 ... 205; Pub. voi. 27,pp. 258, 259. 
The da·te of conaecratiogn may have been ,Tune 13, 1834, 
cf. PU't), Vol. 211 p. 197. 



Deapite all this, notwithstanding the splen .. 

did. inte:r.•eat in and knowledge of ma.tte1~s Jewis.h which 

generally obtained. among the Jewish residents of New York 

Ci·ty, the Jewish community wae oonaiatently faced. by the 

pfoblc~m of keep:l.ng the Jewa Jewiah. Chris·tit1ns were in .. 

tsrested in making them Christian. By tho year 1843, the 

acti vit;.J .. ~a. q:f'. miasi onary organizati o:ne working among the 

Jews had become so oonspi cuoua and. ao menacing that Rev. 

s. M. I sa.acs of the Elrn St:t•aet ayn~gogUe deli ve:r.ed a power ... 

fUl t=tddreaa f~enerally at ta.eking the miaaion:Lzing acrti vi ties 

and. directing hi a remarks especially a.ga.inet the "6onver.ai on 
l 

Society of New York." 

'?hie organi. zatj, on pu'bli shed "'.r he ,Tewi sh Ohroni cle" 

of Ilew Yor:k City Which was ·the important organ used for 
2 

proaelyM.ng the Jews. -on one ocoa.sion The Oooidemt pUbl:l.sh .. 
3' 

ed an edi tori r:tl attacking The J:lew York Jawi sh Chx·oni ol.e. 

On another ocoa.si on Leeaer 001m:nented resentfulJ.y on an a.r, .. 

·ti cle which had appeared in thE-;i.t peri'od:lca.l and which had 

stated. that there we1~e two o:rganiza.tiona oarrying on mj,a .. 
4 

si ona1•y acti·vi tie a in the Jewi ah community. 

l. The Occident, 

2. The Occident, Vol. ;i, pp. !,:L2.-5,6,;.i...210 .. 212 
3. :l.b. Vol. 5', pp. 462, .. 463 
4. ib. Vol. 2, p. $61 
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The ltangth of tJ.me that the abo,re mentioned 

or similar organizations ha.d annoyed the Jews of New York 

i1:1 not known; probably these had existed. for only a. brief 

period before the 1840 • s and had oonnnenced ·to operate in 

organized. form only when the Jewish com.rnunj.ty waa augment ... 

ed. by thecompara.tlvely large German Jewish immigration 

which began in the late 1830•0. It :i.s reasonable to aup ... 

pose. however, 'that without the ~·d.d of a. periodical or 

the mechanics of well established organizations, mieeion

a,ry aoti vi ty, in varying degrees of intenai veneaa, h&id 

been progressing for a long time in New York. The Jewish 

oommuni ty was p1•obably fearful of these activities whether 

or not real harm had resulted ·therefrom. Otherwise, it 

would appear that little a.·ttention would be given to tha 

organizatii:>na in the 1£340' a. 

The co@gre~tion probably long remembered with 

some btt·terness the fact thc-tt i·ts formel" Hazan, one Judah 
l 

M.onis, had beeome converted to Chriat:hin~ty. 

l. cf. PUb. Vol. 22, pp. 1-ll; Pub. Vol. 30, pp. 23.37 
After his baptism, Monis beciime an inst1•uoto:r. in Hebrew 
at Harva.1"d. He published a Hewrew Grammar in the year 
1735', the fi:rs·I; book of its kind to see print in the 
Urli.ted States. 



There were certainly occasional instances in 

whi C'..h Jewish residents of New York married non Jewa foi• 

the:r.a a.re several ref,n•enoetJ to intermarriage in the con

gregation• a minu.te books. The posi·cion of th<~ oongrega, ... 

ti on She' e:ri th I era.el regarding intermarriage ·d:s vecy 

clea.:r.; it was unalterably opposed to it and would. not tol ... 

erate in its midst any member of the congregation who had 

marri ad a non-Jew. Intermarriage was viewed as unforgi Vf.tble, 

the gui.lty peraein "is regarded as having severed. all con

nection wi'th his bre·thren in faith," read the minutes of' 

the congregation in the yeas 1843, and no benefi"tI; of the 

congregation may be extended to auo,h a pereon u1,on his or 
1 

hr.n• death, no II ceremony" or. "mourning" beh-1g pe:rmi tted. 

In the yea.r 1847, it wc-.ts de creed by the congrega.ti on that 

"no seat a.hall hereafter be leased to any person married 

contrary to our religious la:wa" nor would the remaj.ns of 

su oh an off ender be buried in the cemetery belonging to tn~.l 
2 

cong:r.egati on. 

As early as the yea,r 1763, the congrega:ti on ruled 

that congregational officers can not a.aaiat :L:n "making 

proselytes and forbidding them. ;from performing marriage oere ... 

monies bet-ween Jews and. proselytes. The penc-t.lty for trans-

le Pub. Vol. 27, pp. 115-116 
2. The 0ccid.e11t, Vol. 2, p. 119 
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g:ress1.ng the la.w was $100.00~ Benjamin I. Jaco'ba aak .. 

ad the cong-,re gati on for a Jewish wedding ceremony and. at 

the aarne time ad.vised ·that his fianoet, wanted to become 
2 

proaelytizeo.. '11 .he congregation refused. ·the request. 'rhe 

saxne ind i vidt.ta.l having 1narried the non J·ewess, petition .. 

ed tlae cong::rega·ti on on January 4, 1784 for pe:r:miasi on for 

himself ancl wife to become a.ffilia·bed with the congreg1:l•• 

ti on as member a in good. stand.ing. He st11 ted that when he 
3 

ma:r:r.ied. :i.t was "with intent to make her a proselyte." 

In view of the attitude of the co11g1•egati on to .. 

wa,rcl p:ro1:'H~lyti sm, its ret'u sal to accept proselytes, there 

mt)..Y be cause to wonder at ·the aoti on of the congregation 

when it indor.eed a. p:roaelytization ceremony in Philad.elphia. 

i11 ·the year 1810; In that year the congregation of New 

Yox•k affixed its official aeal a.a we 11 as the aigna.ture of 
4 

it;s Parnas on thf.l document relating to the matter. The 

congregation was apparel1'tly willing to accept proselytes 

when convinced of ·their ainceri·ty bu·t co11sisterrtly retuaed 

to ad:mi t them when marriage to a Je1.iv was invol-ved. 

•n~~-~~~-~~---~~-~"••• 
l" Pub. Vol. 21, P• 217 
2. Pub; Vol, 27. PP• 29 ... 30 
3. Pub. Vol. 21, P• 43 
4. '.f>Ub. Vol. 27. pp, 231 .. 232 



The co:ngrega:ti on waa per hap a compelle<l to ad.opt 

extreme measures in o:r.der to p1•eserva Judaism in the viL .. 

lage of New York. Frequently it waa compelled to adop·t 

extreme me.asures in ord.e:r to maintain a·trict obeervance. 

We f1.nd. the interesting rule in the minutes of. ·the congre

gation :for exa;mple, that members must wear a Talith 01· be 
l 

di srni ssed. from the 0011g1•e gat:i. on. It has been st1:ited thr;1.t 

the increasing vi ala ti ona of Jewish law a.rnong member a of 

the _ congregation and the apprehension fel·t by others as to 

possible reaul·ts of such viola.ti.one brought into existence 

as early aa the year 1731 an organization called lV[ez,i,m 

Teza Torah, having as its purpoae the perpetuation of the 
2~ 

old observances. 

1. pub. Vol. 27, p. 108 
2. Jewish I!.lncyclopedi a. Vol. 9 • p. 268. No avj, d.e11oe has 

been found. by the present writer 1~e1a.ting to this 
organ-iza ti on. 

/ 

'i 

'i 
l; 



co:NGRHJGN.r IOl'lAL PROBLEMS 

The congregation, before ·the year 1728, had 

recei-ved its income through the sy1ttem of selling mitzrot, 

a custom which was abandoned. at the 1::iegirmi:ng of the con ... 

gregati onal year 1728. For this met.hod was substi tu tad 
l 

1;1, system of taxing "mer1s saa:t.s. 11 On April 16, 1747 the 

congregation, apparently dissatisfied with the method of 

asse a sing the member a f o:r. the pews they oc cu.pied, deter

mined to levy annual dues, providing for quarterly pay

ments, assessing the individuals according to their finan

cial sta.nding ... -and, in a.ddi ti on th.e pews were paid fo1~. 

If one makes II offerings" arnounting to or exceeding the ·tax, 
2 

such offerings were accH:Jp'bable as subati tute for the dues. 

In 1747 there W<·n-·e fi:f'ty ... two p~1yiJ:1g members of the oongre

gation whose dues totaled about 250 pounds, averaging a,p ... 

proximately $23. 00 d,ues from ea.oh member. Jacob Franks and 

Mordeoay Gomez and Aaron Louzada pa.id ll: 13: 4 pounds each. 

Fifteen members paid., pounds or more per year. 
4 

thi;-)re were :fifty-two payi 11g member a. 

3 
In 174B 
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In 1'149 the congregation found itself'. in economic distress 

and unable to :PB.3 the aala.ri es of -its offi oers. A oommi t ... 

tee was appointed for the purpose of drawing up a schedule 

of fees to 1'.>e charged for the pews. Fifteen ah:illings be ... 

can1<.i t.he minimum and 3 pou11da the maximurn charge for eeata. 
l 

On August '1, 173'7 the action of the congrega ... 

tion requiring eaoh family or indi·vidual, who could afford 

·the expense, to pay forty shillings ·per year in the form of 

dues or offerings or botht was all but meaningless in view o:f 
2 

the trivial sum fixed. DUes ·could readily be assessed. but 
3 

coJ.lec1;iona were ma.de not without difficulties. 

The congregation experienced great difficult,y in 

meeting the normal e:x:pensee. The aa.lt~,:r.ied office,:,a, the 

Hazan, the Sho.het and Bodak and the S.hamas complained fre

quently beoattae their salaries were inadequate for the needs 

of their. families. . The congrega:ti on, recognizing the justice 

of their demands but umible to n:1eet them, freqµ.ently granted 

ino:i:•easec:l sala:r.i es on condition that ·the treasury could a,f .. 
. 4 

ford it. To sup:plement ·the budget, it was 01"dained tha:t 

Jews in the neighborhood of New Yo1•l<:, preauma.11ly those clos

er to She•erith Israel than to any other congregation, must 

share tlH/ourd.en by cont:ri'bu tingi;,toward or be p.epri ved of 
~ 

oong:regati onal benefi ta? 

1. ib. 
2. Pub. Vol. 21, pp. 36.37 
3. ib. p. 98 
4. This particular ha.a been treated in the aec'tion deal ... 

ing with synagogue admini atration 
5'. ib. p. ,2. The a.utoo1"~1,t:i.o manner by which the oongrega .. 

tion enforced its l"'egulations will be conaiclered else .. 
where in thi a _paper. 



The financi~a.1 problems of the CC)ngregation were 

so pr easing th.at in very early times it became necessc;1,ry 

to ask the members of the congregation for voluntary con

tributions for the purpose of purchasing wood.. The prices 

df t.he pews apparently fluetuated for on September 11, · 1766 

a commi'l;tee composed of Dani el Torre a, Samuel Ha:r.t, lJ:enj a

min Gomez and Sampson Simson were authorized "to regultite 

the :price of ea.ch seat for the present year." Regular an

nual dues, pa1 d in quarterly installment a continued to be 
3 

54. 

oollected9 By the year 179 6 the tax on pews, depending upon 

tp:e, '..·.b.ompJ~~ra·tive desirability of their loca·ti on. was a.p-
4 

parently c_onsidera.ble. In 1792 the tax on pewa was as high 

as 12 pounds ea.ch. In 1802, the income f'ro111 assesament on 

pewa amounted to the sum -of $1,125. oo. The entire fixed in-. 

come was $1., 807 whioh means that the moat considerable par·t 

of the regulta.r bud.get of the synagogue was derived from the 

sale of seats in the year 1802. In ·the Jiame yea.r the fixed 

a.mount of expense ·to·taled $1,871, ,just a lj,ttle more ·than 

the set income. The debts amounted to $5,160, while monies 
5 

due the congregation totaled 011ly $1,31'7• 

l. PUb. Vol. 21, p. 49 
2.. ib. p. 93 
,3 • Pub. Vol. 27 
4. ib. p. 65 
5. Pub. VoJ.. 27 ,pp. 72-73 
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The congregation burdened by a comparatively large d.ebt, 

did not ha.ve armutil :revenue sufficient to meet its defi .. 

ni te budget. Naturally, the synagogue could well reckon 

on eome extra funds through gifts or from other sources. 

But the congregation was no·t :financially sound and ap ... 

Prta:rently had not fUnoti oned on a solid economic basi. s 

consistently throughout its history until comparatively 

modern times. 

Perhap a the methods of assessing the members 

of the congrega.;tion were too haphazard; possibly the fail

ure of the congregation to become financially stable was 

dUe to ;reliance upon generous voluntary offerings. In 

55. 

any event on February 9, 1809 a petitio~ signed by fifteen 

prominent members of the bongregat:i.on, asked that there be 

fewer o:f':t'e1•inga •••••••. all of which should be u aed for 

chari·table pUl",poaea arid tha·t congregational revenues should 
1 

be derived only from the aeile (and rental) of sea:ta. 

l!l~.~. rn a}. ~ .9.! .~A,f:. 9 9n ~:1t..~?E. 

One of the moat impox•ta.nt difficulties which 

constantly irritated the early New Yo1"k Jewish Commuui tir 

and. which pro,red exceedingly irlcsome to the congregation 

was the problem of ill will which obtained between the 

Sepha:rd.ic ancl Ashkena.zic elements within the group. Had 

1. Pub. Vol.. 21, p. 163 
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the population been sufficiently large, the Sephardim would 

most probably have maintained ~. policy of disdainful aloof

ness from the other Jews. But since every member present 

and every dollar paid were essential in order to maintain 

the congregation, the two elements were compelled to mingle. 

But they never were able to .feel homogeneous, to maintain 

even tolerably peaceful rela.tionshj_ps. 

The congregation, She'erith Israel included from 
1 

the beginning non Sephardic Jews although the great majority 

of the members, at lea.st until the middle of the eighteenth 

century, were of Portuguese or Spanish Jewish de$cent. Aa 

has been pointed on.t, the first group of Jews to arri.ve in 

New Amsterdam in 1654 had come ;from Brazll. In Dutch Brazil 

the Jewish communities were almost entlrely Sephardi.m, But 

some Germans Jews, Polish Jews end others found their way to 

New York in early colonial times. In the case of Levy vs. 

Levy the question was asked by the court as to what institu

tion had been referred to by Uriah P. Levy when be stipulat

ed in his will that certain bequest were intended for the 

".Portuguese!' syna.gogue. It was eirplained by the witness 

that "Portuguese" referred to the ritual only as the con-
2 

gregation included non Sephardic members • 

. 1. Innes, p. 85 
2, Pub. Vol. 9, p. 87 ff 
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A clergyman of New York, early in the 18th century wrote that 

the Jewish community of the,t city included "many ingenious" 
1 

Jews from Poland, Hungary and Germany. 

Du.ring the eighteenth century Germany was not a. 

great sea fairing and commereial nation. Had thls been true 

there probably would have been more German Jews in ee,rly New 

.York. Yet we have already had occasion to mention on in the 

course of this paper a number of names of non Portuguese Jews 

including Levy, Simson, Solomon, Meyers, Moses, Hart and Hays. 
2 

:By the year 1830 large numbers of German Jews came to New York. 

It is the thesis of the present writer that the 

problem of enforcing rules of decorum, the outburst of violence 

and the frequent acts of discipline result from the friction 

between the }gortuguese members of the ·synagogue and the Ash

henagin. 

There was frequently a problem in connection with 
3 

enforoing common decorum in the congregation. It became im-

perative for the congregation to fix a fine for violators of 
4 

rules of decorum. There were actual scenes of distltrbance with-
5 

in the synagogue durlng services. The J?arnas, upon one occa ... 

sion asked that "stricter attention be paid to the Rules of 

:Decency and Decorum which hf.,ve a natural tendency to e:xc i te 

1, Daly, pp. 30-31 
2. P11b11 Vol. 9, p. 96 
3. :Pub. Vol. 27, p. 28 
4. Pub. Vol. 21, P• 2 
5. ib. pp. 50-51 
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Devotion especially in Time of divine Service, which he is 

sorry to observe has been for sometime neglected. He men

tioned particularly the evi 1 practises of "Lea.ving the Syn

agogue in times of Prayer, talking and laughing with and 
1 

to each other" et~?people were charged with ridiculing the 
2 

services and of general contempt for the service. 

The guilty partles were seldom mentioned but there 

are convincing reasons to support the positlon that the of

fenders were non Sephardim who accepted reluctantly and with 

little graciousness the will of the m~jority to them. The 

ritual was strange and unsatisfactory. The pronunciation 

of the Hebrew prayers must have been well nigh intolerable. 

As a.. group their will was always subservient to the wlshes 

of the Sephardim. In a.ddition to all this the Ashkenazim 

were surely not personal friends of the Sephardim except in 

those rare instanoes that the latter would permit such friend

ships to a.rise.. It were a safe .hypothesis that the two 

groups maintained little mutual oonta:ot except in the syna

gogue .... -and in the synagogue they could not be compatible; 

they fought. 

But there is more support for the view of the 

writer then logic. In the several instances where names of 

offending pa1·ties are mentioned those names are always Ger-

1, :Pub. Vol. 27,. p. 129 
2, Pub. Vol. 21, pp. 97•m~rn 
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~ Judah Hays, in the year 1760, b eoame highly" be-

oause his aaughter had been dispossed of her seat in the 

synagogue by one Mea.rs who claimed it for his daughter. 

Although Mears was fined, and neither pal'.'ty was alotted 

the sea.t in quest ion, Hays remained dissatie.fied. It was 

agreed by officials of the congregation that the Hays' pew 

be lengthened so t.ha.t there would be sufficient space on 

that bench for Miss Hays. The father still remained obdu

rate and refused to a.bide by the decision. The .Parnasim 

summoned the Elders who refused to consider the matter 

farther; so the whole congregation met and decided to sup~ 

port the original decree. Hays would not accept the verdict 

and the congregation at its following meeting on August 10, 

17$0 resolved to levy a fj.ne of 40 shillings and insisted that 

the daughter be seated as directed. It was also resolved 

that Hays would be dismissed from the congregation shouJ.d he 
1 

refuse to accede to these terms. Jacob Fre.nks paid the fine 
2 

more than three years after it had been levied. Hays had 

apparently been severed from all communal contacts and activ

ities during that whole period. JudHh Hays had not \Teen on 

good tenns with the congregation for a long time before the 

incident above rela.te cJ. 6n October 9, 174'7 he asked to nb e 

e.xcused from 0 future meetings and consul tat ions'' of the 

1. Pub. Vol. 21, pp. 81•84 
2. ib. p. 87 
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At a meeting of the congregation held on July 30, 

1769 certain members inclu.ding Solomon Hays were saJ.d, for 

a considerable lel'l.gth of time, to have proved themselves 

nuisances in the congregation. They were charged with having 

been an opposition element with a "tendency to subvert the 

laws of the congregatione They were, and had for sometime 

been, trouble makers. The congregation ruled, therefore, 

t·o the effect that the several individuals mentioned must 

each make "proper reasonable and satisfactory concessions" 

or be nEraised from the List of Yaheedim" and be "Intituled 

to no Right, bonofit or Priviledgen in the congregation 

and community. It is interesting to observe the names of 

the offenders: Solomon H$..ys, Ba.rra.k Hays, Andrew Hays, 
1 

Manuel Josephson, Hillel Judah and Moses Judah. All Ger-
2 

man Jews. the Hays and Judah famiJ.i.es. Juda.h Hays, it will 

be recalled, had nine years earli.er encountered serious 

difficulty in the congregation. 

Shortly after the incident above related, the syn

agogue dismissed Manuel Josephson, Michael I!ays, Eleazer Levy 
3 

and Samuel Eleazer Levy and Barak Hays was fi.nea. 

------------~----1. Josephson wrote a polemic letter from Philad~!phia where 
he •ecame president of the congregation, disputing about 
the order of service, cf. Pub. ~ol~ 27, pp. 185-190 

2 ~ Pt1b. Vol. 21, pp, 103-104 
3. P.ub •. Vol. 21,p.l,13. There is evidently an error in the 

congregational minutes in connection in the dates 
of the action authorizing the letter to Jonas and 
his sub sequent dismissal. The former action was 
dated August 28, 1786 and the latter August 10, 
1786. Surely the latter date must have been later 
than the former. 
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congregation. He needed the congregation; so he did not 

wish to be unaffiliated. He evidently desired only to 

maintain his membership without coming persona.lly to con

gregational functions. 

Other incidents may be cited in connection with 

the fore going. It ha.ppened on October 10, 1755 that s ...• 

H •••• had committed so grave an offense that without undue 

deliberation or trial he was perempt·1 n 1ly excommunioated 

from the community. Not only was he dismis.$ed from member

ship in the congregation but socially ostracized as well, 

the members of the congregation, having been enjo1.ned not 

even t-0 engage in conversation with the man. The crime was 

so heinous, apparently, that the congregation considered it

self justified in publishing its action and circulating the 

same in the community every thr~e ~onths until such time as 

the individual in. question might make restitution to the 
2 

satisfaction of the congregation. The initials s .• ,, H., •• 

almost undoubtedly are the initials of' Solomon Hays. T'his 

view receives confirmation for the reason that the initials 

do not belong to any person known to have been a member of 

the oongregat ion in 1755; but there is further corrobo11atory 

evidence in another later incident in which Solomon Hays 

played a principal role. 

1. Pub. Vol. 21, p., .56 
2. ib. p. 71 
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One Lion Jonas had offended the commu.ni ty in vari

ous respects. He had e:bsented .himself from oongregtional 

meetirj.gs, violated the Sabl;la.th and insulted congregational 

officers. It was resolved on August 28, 1786 that the Parnas 

write to Jonas and te 11 him that he is "conducting himself 

in a very different manner from what a Yan:id ought and that 

he be allowed until next Friday to make his excuse for not 

attending which, lf not done in a satisfactory manner by 

thttt day, he shall have no Mishebarack or have his name 

mentioned in the synagogue. Following the above, Jonas' 

time limit for explan~tion having been extended further 

and Jo1rn.s still failing to make appearance, but h~1.ving 

further insulted the congregation, it was resolved ·that 

Jonas be dismissed from the congregation, that he be de

prived of all religious bcinefits of the Synagogue, "nor 

should any offer:t.ng be made in his name." These disabil ... 

ities were to be removed whenever Jonas would make satisfaa~ 

tory "concessions" and would pay a fine of 5 pounds. It 

was also decreed that the full text of the congregations 

resolution be read in the Synagogu.e on the following Sabbath 
l 

and that a copy be preserved in the oongregatioi-1al files. 

1. Pub, Vol. 21, p. 156-158-159 



The incidents here recounted, all of which in-

volved only German Jewst lend force to the present writer's 

theory that the now Sephardic elements of the New York Jew-

ish community d:1.d not experience dissatisfa.ot ion by disorder ... 

liness, by disobeying the rules of the congregation, by con

stant clashes and general friction~ Since they were a minority 

they were subject to the tyranical action of the major:1:ty ele

ment. the Sephardim. 

The congregation occupied ~. strategic position. Alone 

in the-present Unitea States for many years, alone in .the City 

of New York until the nineteenth century, located at a then 

tremendous distance from any oi:'her congregation, possess:l.ng 

the only cemetery and school that could be usea by Jews of the 

city, the She'erith Isra~l congreg~tion was in a position to 

enforce its will. 

The congregation by reason of its unique position 

could not merely dismiss members depriving them o:f the benefits 

of all religious and communal life but could and did exoummuni

oate members socially forbidding all social relationships be

tween a dismissed individual and the others. 

The very helplessness of the non Sephardic Jews in 

this situation made the situation more fierce, caused a. sullen 

stubborness at times, an u.nyie1ding obstinacy. 

It may possibly be a far fetched notion but the writer 

is inclined to believe, nontheless, that the difficulties ex

perienced between the .Portuguese and Ashlcenanim in the early 

history of New York was responsible for a decline of religious 

and general Jewish :fervor among the German Jews of the 1iime. 
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It probably e.xpl~.ins some of the many intermarriages• 

T'he congregation exercised tyranny not merely in 

connection with meting out discipline to the deEUiertlng 

Ashkenzim in its midst. It enforced all decrees in the 

same manner. It remains very probably, however, that nearly 

all of its disciplinary measures were created for the pur ... 

pose of subduing the A~hkenazim who would be the more 

frequent offenders. The tyranioal methods of the con

gregation may have proved the only certain plan to insure 

obedience to law sufficiently for the congregation to function. 

It became easy for the congregation a.nd its 

officials to abuse their power. Perhaps it was thought 

necessary for purposes of intimidating the Aahkenazim to 

decree on September 27, 1731 that every one called to the 

Torah must offer at least three blessings for the health 

of the Parnas and the congregation. No funds can be offered 

8.xoept at the Tots~·h where the sa:l.d blessings must be uttered. 
1 

Failure to conform carried. with it a severe penalty. 

Inriu.ded among disciplinary actions o:f the 

congregation maybe mentioned one in which several members 
2 

were dismissed from the congrega..tion on September 30, 1766; 

another oase where punishment was meted out occurred on 
3 

September 3-~, 1769. A oertain S,. H,. (probably Solomon Hays) 

l Volume Pub. 21, p.14 
2 ib ;p89,97 
3 ib ;p 104 



paid the staggering price of 20 pounds for insulting the 

congregation, The Parns.s and his two assistants in the 

early days of the synagoguets history were authorized to 

use their d.iscret ion in fin:i.ng salaried officials in 

a.mounts not exceeding 3 pounds per fine. If the offer1se 

were thought to warra,nt a more considerable penalty the 

whole congregation must delibera:{ie on the matter. 

65 .. 

In the normal course of events, the entire Jewish 

community desired affiliation with the only available 

congregation. This is certain. because there are no records 

of the congregation attempting to persuade or coerce 

members of the of the o ommuni ty into entering t,he synagogue 

rolls. There is only one case on record in which it appears 

that a New York Jew. did not in the early hia•tory of the 

oommunity affiliate with the congregation. That person had 

died and the o ongregation decided to charge the fee of 

$50.00 since the deceased had not contributed to the 

oongregation. 

The last instance of internal difficulty within 

the congregation. ocouring before the year 1850, concerned 

itself with a law suit between one Philips and the congre

gation. '.P.he congregation charged that Philips had usurped 

the office of trustee. Philips claimed that in 1841 he 

had been elected trustee to serve a three yaar term, This 
4 

action finally reached the (State) Supreme Court. 

1. Pub. Vol. P• 81 
2~ lb. pp. 44-45,4 
3, ib. 27 p. 330 
4. The Occident 



JEWISH EDUCATION FROM 1728 ~O 1850 

.Al though no congregational records have been 

:found, it is certain that the children in the New Yorlc 

Jewish community received general and. Jewish education 

through the agency of the congregation before the date 

66. 

of the lcnown recora.s. This fact must obviously be true 

because all Jewish oommuni.tie s, in earlier times, would 

have been sure to :provide the children with educBtion. But 

there is a further reason for the already plausible guess; 

·the congrega.tianal mimrtes :f:rom the date that these com

mence include many references to education. 

On the seven th day of :Passover, 1 "/ 31 , a record 

states that on this day of the first anniversary o:f the open

ing of the new synagog11e, 11 there was made codez (consecrated) 

the Yeshivat called Minh.at Arev ••••• :for the use of this con-
1 

gregation •••• and as a. Beth Hamidras for the pupilf:1." Be-

fore this d.ate. the children were very likely instr11cted by 

parents and. by ·the Hazanim.. From the year 1731 to the year 

1847 the congregation She'erith Israel, ana. the several 

other congregations which had. come into existence prior to 

the latter a.ate, tr-mg.ht in their schools secular studies as 

well as Hebrew. 111.he congregation provided the entire secon

dary ed.uca tion of children until after the middle of the 
2 

19th century. Th.is fact wi.11 become more apparent later .. 

----------------1 • l?u b • Vo 1 .. 21 , p • 14 
2. cf. Dushlcln 



At the very beginning of the period, it would 

seem that only Hebrew was taught. On March 3, 1737, when 

David Mendez Machado was engaged as Hazan, he was obligated 

to teach 11 the Eiebrew language. 11 It was required that the 

Hazan dev_ote the Wh@le of every morning or of the after

noons, _as he desired, to t eaohing. Tl1e teacher was to be 

paid by those pupils who could afford such payment; the 
l 

others must be taught without charge. 

By April J,.5, 1747, the hours which the Hazan 

67. 

must devote to teaching had increased. Beginning with that 

date he must teach the 9hildren each morning for three hours 

and on each Thursday afternoon. He was to receive remuner

ation except from the poor children. Each child was required 

to pay eight shillings per quarter and one load of wood an-
2 

nually for instruction. 

By December 7, 1755, subjects of study other than 

Hebrew were included in the curriculum, Spanish, English, 
'. 

writing. and arithmetic were also included, each of these su·b-

j ects being taught.to all children of the school. Now a 

new arrangement was effected regarding hours of instruction. 

The· school was to be open during the winter from 10:00 to 
~ 

12:00 A.M. and from 2:00 to 4:00 P.M.; in the summer, the 

school was to function from 9:00 to 12:00 A.I. and from 2:00 

to 5:00 P.i. School sessions were held in the home of the 
3 

Hazan. 
------------------1. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 35 
2. Pu·b. Vol. 21, p. 54 
3. ib. p. 72 
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On December 17, 1760, the personal qualities and 

. a.bili ties desired in a school teacher we:i:·e listed in a let

ter sent to Benjamin Pererra asking hi~ to recommend a school 

teacher fa the congregation. The man the congregation de

sires must be unmarried, modest and sober. It were impera

tive that he know Hebrew and English but the congregation pre

ferred that he have a knowledge of Spanish, too. For his 

services the congregation was prepared to pay the teacher 

40 pounds annual salary in addition to the funds paid by the-'.: 

pupils who were able to pay_for their instruction. The school 
1 

was to include pupils of 'beth sexes. 

The first man to teach Jewish children in New York 

City as a full. time teacher was Abraham Is. Abrahams who was 

engaged by the congregation on April 25, 1762, almost two 

years after the community had made known its desire for a teach

er. Abrahams was asked to 11 keep a publick school in the He.bra, 

to teach the Hebrew language and translate the same into Eng

lish, also to teach Reading Writing & Cyphering." No mention 

is made of Spanish because A'brahams was very likely ignorant 

of that language. He was offered a salary arrangement Which 

provided for 20 pounds as direct pay, income from the children 

who would pay and any offerings made to him in the synagogue. 

He must teach the poor gratis and must agree to substitute for 
2 

the Hazan in the absence of illness of the latter. 
.., ____ ...,. ___________ __ 
1. Pub. Vol. 27, p. 17 
2. Pub. Vol. 21, p. es 
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Abrahams agreed to all stipulations exoept the 

amount of salary. A salary of 40 pounds was thereupon 
1 

granted, which was quickly increased by a wood allowance of 
2 

7 pounds and lo shillings. On Maroh 6, 1768 Abrahams was 

given an unconditional salary increase of' 10 pounds and a 

promise of 5 pounds additional remuneration if the budget 
3 

could afford the extra payment. 

In 1793 certain agreements concerning the school 

were entered into the congregational minutes. These pro

vide that Hazan Gershom Seixas shall ~~t aside space in his 

home for oohool purposes and must keep it heated. The con

greg~tion agreed to furnish t~e sobo~l room. There were 
. 4 

thirty-six boys and girls in the school, each of whom was 

admitted only on order of' the president. Each child must be 

given at least one lesson daily. The school functioned on 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons and on 

Sunday from 10 A.M. to 1 P.M. T11e school was closed on all 

holy days and 

By this date it appea~s that there was no longer 

a teacher whose sole duty was instructing children. Now, as 

before the advent of Abrahams, teaching duties were perform

ed by the Hazan. This arrangement was very sensible for, de

spite all etruggles, the congregation was una'ble to pay suf

ficiently to have a man of the quality of Seixas for 48 years. 

-------------------1. Pu·b. Vol. 21, p. e.s 
2. ib. p. $7 
3. ib. P• 97 
4. Pub. Vol. 27, p. 55 



Had it been necess~ry to pay a Hazan and a teacher in the 

early years, both would. have been inferior because the con

gregation could not then have afforded the expense of having 

capable men. 

Seixas was asked to report any instances of pupils 

who might cease attendance at school. Four such oases were 
l 

reported. 

Myer Po,:tony, a Polish Jew of' New York, bequeatbed 

$900.00 to the oongregmtion in the year 1801 as an endowment 
2 

for a Hebrew School. This sghool came to be known as the 

70. 

3 
. Bolonies Talmud Tora.h and 1 t was not me.rely a ohari ty school. 

The sohool was opened on April 29, 1803 on which date Rev. .. 4 

Gershom Seixas was the teacher. On May 10, 1808 the congre-

gation appointed I. B. Kursheedt and M. Myers to negotiate 

with one Carvalho with a view to securing him as teacher. The 

children, whom he was asked to instruct for· six hours daily, 

numbered 30 or 35. The montraot was drawn up definitely on 

May 29, 1eoa, aft er some difficulty r,egarding the amount of 
5 

salary. Oarvelho contracted to heu.]!) the Hazan by reading cer-

tain specified peptione of the service on Rosh Hashanah 
6 

Kippur and sucooth. 

l. . Pub. Vol. 27, .PP~ 52-55 for all above 
2. Pub. Vol. 21, PP• 161-162 
3. Pub.· Vol. 27, pp. 39?-398, cf. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 162 

The school could not bave been merely.a free school.· 
The community had no head for such a school; it was 
too small. 

4. Pub. Vol. 21, P• 161, of. Pub. Vol. 27, p. 82 
5. Pub. Vol. 21, pp. 161-162· 
6. ib. 
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Carvelho's aalary we.a increased on July 5, 1809 to $1,000,00 

:per annum following his ult ime:turn to the oongrege,t ion on 

March 15, 1809. 

The importance of Jewish education was apparently 
l 

well understood by the little New York Jewish Community, 

The realization if ite necessity for virtue and for the relig• 

ious life was th~ central idea of a paper read in the syna-
2 

gogue on Sunday. April 22, 1804. Yet it wae exceedingly dif• 

fioult for the congregation to pay the salariee of its officials, 

~he problem had oonv1nuously existed since the earliest hts~ 

tory of the congregation. Now one mote 1alary ~ust be paid 

to the t eaoher. 

Oij January 10, 1813, the congregation presented a 

memorial to the Ste.ta Legislature of New York requesting a 

state appropriation for _its sohool. It had finally beoome 

necessary to ask for the assietanoe of the state. The congre

gation in its memorial stated that the state had performed an 

admirable service by establishing and maintaining the "New 

York Free Sohool" whioh w~s a publia s.chool. 

The oongregation's view was somewhat narrow, however., 
They conceived of Jewieh education primarily as an iristru ... 
ment through which Judaism could be :praotised; "!110 make 
children virtuous they must be reare4 in the strict Prin
ciples of "Our holy Religion," and "this can not be done 
without they understand what they are saying when address ... 
ing the deity.n Yet it was conceded that there was a 
general la.ek of interest in Jewieh eduoat:ion. "It :{.s with 
regret that it is perceived. few, very few indeed, are oon
o e:rned about it. of" :Pub, Vol. 27, :P• 82 
Pub. Vol. 27 • .PP.• 81 ... 83 



72. 

But as splendid as this institution was it did not and could 

not replace the various parochial sonools of the city. In 

the New York Free School, knowledge was imbibed, stated the 

congregation• s memorial, but there was nor eligious or moral 

lessons taught. The parochial eohools, _including the one 

conneoted with Congregation She 1 erith Israel, were training 

the children for good citizenship, taking that burden from1he 

state of New York and it felt justified, for that reason, in 

asking for an a.ppropriat ion to support its e:duoat ional a.ct iv-
1 

ities. 

It is probable that some children in New York at

tended the New York Free School supplementing, in some in

stances, the education received in Sh.e 1erith Israel and in 

the other congregations when these were established. It i~ 

also probable that some Jewish children received their edu-
2 

cation exolusively in the "Free School System." 

In the year 1839 the congregation· issued a circular 

to other congregations braadcasting the news that it was in 

need o:f a "Hebrew teacher. 11 The oongrsgat ion de_manded a man 

who was a good student of.Hebrew, of good personality and 

religious piety, and one who would be qualified to assist the 
3 

Hazan in his duties. 

Mordecai Manuel Noah of New York City deeply de

plored the status of Jewish education in the United States. 

He wrote a letter on August 18, 1843 to Isaac Leeser, the 
____ ...., _________ ..,...,... ____ . __ 
1. Pub. Vol. 27, PP• 92-95 
2. ib. p. 516 
3. Pub. Vol~ 30, PP• 332-333 



ort hod.ox re-) ;gious leader of Philadelphia and editor of 

"The Occident," the first Jewish periodical in this coun

try, stating his views. Noah proposed the establishment of 

a Hebrew College to give students a general secular and clas

sical education" and at the same time he properly inat::nuoted 

\in the He'brew language; where they oanlli ve in conformity to 

our.laws, and acquire a liberal knowledge of' the principles 

of their religion." Noah was distressed at the prevalent 

situation by which Jews in theggeneral schools and colleges 

must "live in daily violation of the Mosaic institutions, 11 

1 
neglecting the Sabbath,eto. Noah's views probably reflected 

the popular mind. In any event Leeser wrote a stirring edi

torial on the su'bj ect in the same issue of his paper, tlle 
2 

sentiment of which agreed entirely with Noah's letter. 

Leeser wrote another editorial on the need for relig

ious education in which the writer stated as bis ·belief that 
3 

intermarriage was the result of its lack. Rev. Isaacs of New 

York wrote an editorial for the Occident, dealing with the 
4 

same topic. 

By the yea.r 1842, .the Misses Palaohe had established 

a private Jewish School, the first in New York, at 97 Thompon 

Street. The ourrioula included grammar, astronomy, philosophy, 

readiug, geography, spelling, composition, history, mythology, 

modern languages, Biblical history, instrumental music, draw-
s 

ing, singing, Jewish religion •..... and Hebrew. The school ______ ..,.. ___ ,,,... __ ~ 
l. The Occident, Vol. 1, pp. 303-307 
2. ib. Vol. 1, p. 302 
3. i'b. P• 362 
4. ib. pp. 590-594 
5. ib. pp. 104-105; PP• 200-210 
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1 

$nrolled -boys as well as girls, al though the sisters Palache 
2 

had intended at first to teach only girls. It was a boarding 
3 

school and also accepted day students. In the year 1843 _there 

were about 30 pupils in the school, of ages ranging from four 
4 

to ten years and forming three classes. 

The oharE1cter of the Pala.che school beoames appar

ent from observation of the list of prominent men who recom

mended it. !Jeeser said that the school would not only present 

"mental and moral culture 11 'but Judaism would be imparted "by 

pious example.'' Among prominent New York Jews who endorsed 

the school were Rev. J. J. Lyons, Rev. S. M. Isaaos, Seixas 
5 

Nathan, and Mordecai M_anuel Noah. 

Public ,eJ!aminat ions of the school were held in the 

Crosby Street synagogue of She 1erith Israel. The auditors 

present included not. only members of that synagogue but mem-
6 

bers of several other congregations. 

1. The Occident, Vol. 1. p. 200 

ib. Vol. 1, P• 104 

ib. Vol. -1' p. 105 

4. i'b. · · !)00 2(\1 pp.• Q - .JI 

5. ib. p. 105 

6. ib. pp. 200-201 
The Palache School was in existence in Dec. 1853 'but at 
this date it had reverted to its original policy of accept
ing only girls. An advertisement of the school in The 
Asmmnean of above date carries the information that it 
was "For Young ladies of the Jewish Faith." 



It has previously been stated in this paper that the 

Parnae was usually the head of the school board of the congre

g~tional school of She 1erith Israel. At times he and the El-
l 

ders formed the Board and whenever no mention is made of the 

congregational supervision of the school that control pro'bably 

rested in the hands of the Parnas and his board of Hatanim, 

assistants, elders, or trustees as the members of the congre-
2 

gational directorat• were variously called. On May 26, 1808, 

we note, however, that with the advent of Oarvelho, a high 

salaried soho9l teacher and with the Polonies Talmud Torah 

assuming great communal importance, IIInspect.9rs of the Sohool 11 

were appqinted. On that date, the Inspectors were Bernard 
3 

Hart, Seixas Nathan, _and Dr. Joel Hart. 

_ The oharac.ter of Jewish educa.tinn in early N,ew York 

Oity may not have been of the best but it wa~ almost certain

ly of good quality. I:f' the general membership of the congre

gation She 1erith Israel were not particularly interested, 

this phenomenon is not unique .in Jewish history. The impor

tq.nt fact is that the congregation, itself, forever emphasized 

the impo~tanee of Jewish and general education under comgre

gational auspices and that it provided qualified teachers and 

satisfactory quarters for a school. 
____ _,. _____ , __ ,,_ ____ _ 
1. Pub. Vol• 21, p. 72 
2. cf. Section Dealing with Congregational Administration 
3. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 162 
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In the year 1842.a society was formed within 

the B'nai Jeshurun congregation, located on Elm street in 

New York City, for the purpose of organizing the "New York 

Talmud Torah and Hebrew Institute. 11 The amstitution was 

to give its students an elementary English education and 

a thorough Jewish education with its p:rincipal emphasis 
1 

on Hebrew and-the religion of the Jews. The school was 

actually functioning in the yeat 1842 and in the year 1843 

it had eighty pupils. The school bud.get during the congre

gational year 1842-1843 amounted to more than $1500.00 .. 

It was supervised by a "Board of Managers" composed of mem-
2 

bers of the £ongregation. 

On Decem·ber 31, 1843, the children were given an 

examination in the following topics: Hebrew reading and 

translation of He'brew into English, Hebrew grammar, cate

chism, English grammar, arithmetic, geography and oratory. 

Two teachers were employed, one Mr. Nelson, evidently a 

non-Jew who instructed in the secular studies, and one H. 
3 

Goldsmith who taught the Hebrew and Jewish courses. 

-----------------~-~-
1. The Occident, Vol. 1, pp. 107-108 
2. ibid 
3. ib. Vol. 1, pp. 550-5fi5 
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The school had at first been supported· -'by gifts 

but after December 31, 1843, it was decided that a tuition 

fee of $4.00 (or more) be charged. Children whose parents 

were not members of B'nai Jeshurun were welcome in the 
1 

school together with the children of' congregational members. 

The name of the school in the year 1844 was chang

ed from the title intended two years earlier. In that year 

it was known as "The New York Talmud Torah and He.brew Theo

logical Institute. 11 A. L. Levy was president of the school 
2 

in that year. Rev. S. M. Isaacs, the minister pf the con-"'. 

gregation, was pro"bably the instructor. 

The B1 nai Israel, otherwise known as the Nether

dutch oongregationt located on William Street, apparently 

had affiliated with it a Talmud Totah School when it was 
3 

first formed. Later, in the year 1847, it created the Reder 

Rosh Hachmah (The Academy of the Beginning of Wisdom). The 

object of this school was 11to teach the Hebrew and ~baldean 

languages and to promote the study of the Talmud, etc. 11 

There could be no doubt that this institution intended to 

serve only, for the spread of Jewish studies. Rev. Simon 

Cohen Noot was principal of the school. 

l. Vol. 1, The Oareident, p. 556 
2. ib. p. 514 
3. It is entirely likely that the cessation of activities of 

the Talmud Torah School had. reference to the institu
tion connected with E'nai Jeshurun which had, perhaps, 
in the year 1847, become inoperative. 

4. The Occident, Vol. 5, p. 317 



The Rev. Henry Felsenheld was the Hebrew teacher 

in the school conducted by the Anshay Chesed congregation in 

1847 and located on Henry Street, otherwise known as the Hen

ry Street Synagogue. This school provided instruction,1n 
. 1 

English and Hebrew, to a group of almost 100 pupils, both boys 
2 

and girls .. 

The "New York Daily Times II in 1854 stated that in 

that year there were seven Jewish Schools in the city of New 
3 

York with a total enrollment of 857 pupils and 33 teachers. 

We have indicated the existence of five Jewish schools in 

New York City by the year 1854, four congregational, inclu

ding those affiliated with She 1erith Israel, B'nai Jeshurun, 

B1nai Israel and Anshay Chased, and one private Jewish School 

operated by the Misses Palache. 

In this connection it should be recalled that the 

Ashkenazim in congregation She 1Erith Israel, or some of them, 

were not as strict in their observance as were the Sephardim, 

nor was their ritual the same.. This element probably rebelled 

at times and much of the religious indifference, laxness and 
4 

radicalism were evidenced by the Ashkenazim. 

There can be no reason to support the belief that 

the Sephardic Congregation became fanatic in its religious 

zeal. Dr. L. M. Peixotto, a member of that congregation, issued 

a circular, on August 1, 1832, which was distributed among the 

1. The Occident, Vol. 5, p. 412 
2. ib. Vol. 3, p. 262 
3. Pub. Vol. 27, p. 516 
4. This has been discusse4 elsewhere in this paper. 



Members of the Jewish community urged them not to :fast on 

the ninth, of the month of Ab which fell during the severe 

cholera epidemic of 1832. The circular. whioh surely was 

sanotioned by the congregation, included the statement, 

"The benign spirit of our laws, if I am not much mistaken. 

authorizes a latitude in the oonst i tuti on of its letter, 

whenever the lives, health of important interests of a 

community require it." The intense heat coupled with the 

prevalent illness made j_t necessary to eat,said the 
1 

phystoians even on an important Fast Day. The liberalism 

79. 

of the congregation was illustrated again on December 14, 

1845 when the minutes record that the congregation sanctioned 

a Jewish wedding ceremony for the daughter of Hart Levy, 
2. 

who previously had been married by an alderman. 

Beligious ~!!l 

The various regulations axready listed calculated 

to insure ceremonial observa.noe indicate the excessive 

re 1 igious piety of the majority of the members of She' eri th 

Israel. But there are postive confirmations of this 

circumstance: The many contributions to the synagogue in 

1. the form o.:f. direct gifts, offerings and bequests and the 
3 

1
• considerable financial burden of maintaining the congregation 

1. 
2 .. 
3, 

Pub. Vol. 27 pp e 158-159 
lb. Vol. 27 P• 117 
cf. Sect ion of this pa.per dealing with philanthropy; 

many o:f. the beg.uests were in the forrr(of religious 
and ceremonial objects. 



and its heavy expenses further substantiate the view that 

the congregation was very zealous in their efforts to 

preserve Judaism. The meticulous attention devoted to 
l 

Kaahruth, with its attendant inc:onvenienoe and expense 

likewise lend support to the view. 

Such isolated occurrences as the instance of 

Isaao Gomez who, in the year 1829 finished the task of 

copying by hand a complete Jewish prayer book into 

English a.nd presented it to his wife on their 29th wedding 
2 

anniversary-----~may have little meaning in connection 

with the atti tu.des of a e ommuni ty during a period of two 

hundred and fifty years. The prayer book was copied in 

English, Since there could have been 1 i ttle or no point 

in copying the English translation of the prayer book. 

so. 

published in the year 1766 by Isaac Pinto, we may ini'er that 

Gomez translated the prayer book in writtem form. The 

action of .Pinto, too in publishing the prayer book in the 

vernacular may be merely an isolated an,d. therefore, a 

meaningless act in connection with the present writer's 

view that that the New YorkJewish community, in its early 

history, was fired by exc~edinly great religious zeal.. There ar 

are other evidences of the fervent Jewish attitudes of the 

Jews m. early New York. These may be traced through the 

1. See section of this paper dealing with The Shohet and Bodek 

2. Pub. Vol 27 P• 301 

\ 



rel at ion.ships of the congregation to other Jewish 

communities in the United States and abroad~ 

k!.i!J'oongreg§~..!.2.n& QQntaots 

The congregation She'erith Israel was from the 

beginning of its e.xistenoe in close contact with the 

community of Ouraoao, Barbados and other Jewish communities 

a.broad through oommarcial relations and also because of the 

fact that these oommuni ties depended on New York :ror 
1 

pa.rt of their Kosher meat supplies. A friendly mutual 

relationship existed between the New York Jews and these 

communities, a spirit which became intensified when many 

of the Jews from actoss the waters filtered into New York. 

Assistance in the form of mater:l.al gifts as well as 

religious advice came from abroad frequently in the early 

years. In l '729 a.bout 330 ounces of sil var was sent :from 

Curacao to the officials of congregation She'erith Israel 
a 

to iwell the fund established for building their synagogue. 

On January 16, 1'729 a letter was sent to Jamaica advising 

the commu.ni ty there of the fact that She' eri th Iara.el con"" 

gregation owned a lot, but needed additional funds for 

build1.ng purposes; money was nee de a 1 also, :f.'or the purpose 
3. 

of construction of a wall aronnd the cemetery. The reply 

81. 

1. This has been considered. See Pub.21 pp. 56, 7'7•78 
Pub.Vol. 27 pp, 7, 12 etc. 

2, Pub. Vol. 27 p, 36 
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from Jamaica indicates that a considerable sum of money 

Wtil.S promptly remitted to New York in response to the 
1 

request. Funds from Jamaica were sent in at least two 
2 

installments. In Jt1ne 1'737, Mrs, Lunah Burgos of Barba.dos 

contributed 40·pounds to the New York congregation, which 

sum was utilized for the purpose of' building a wa.11 
3 

around the congregation's cemetery, 

She'erith Israel was frequently in a predicament 

in the early Jears when it needed the services of 

salaried ofi'ioia.ls, particularly Hazanim. There were few 

qualified men for such offices in territory near New York. 

It became imperative; therefore, to rely upon foreign 

congregations for such assistance, We nottreoord of an 
4 

appeal to Jamaica for a suitable school teacher, 

The congregation leaned heavily· for support 

on the London Jewish community. In the yert:r 1737 it asked 

the London congregation to sugges-t a Hazan, A reply was 

received and noted in the minutes of October 28, 1737 to 

the effect tha.t it could not, at. that tiem, comply wit.h the 

requ.est, but that it would attempt to secure a qualified 
5 

man for the New York congregation when it became advisable 

~----------------1. .l?ub. Vol. 27 pp, ~-4 
2. ib, Vol, 27 P• 5 
3. ib. Vol. 27 P• 37 
4. ib • Vol. 27 p. 17 . 
5. ib. Vol. 27 PP• 8-9 
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for the congregation to reinter its dead in the o:emetecy, 

London was immediately consulted for its official ruling 

as to the Jewish law relative to such an a.oti.on. In reply 

the offioers of She'erith Israel were assured that the proposed 

procedure acoorded with strict Jewish law a.nd oited 
1 

passages of the Talmud and Yoreh Dea.h as authori·ty. 

London had sent four subscriptions to the building t~nd 
2 

which was noted in the minu.tes of February 1730. 

The New York Jewish community did not only 

accept gifts from other congregations but was happy to 

reciprocate favors frequently. It was not called upon, 

except on three occasions, to assi.st foreign Jewish 

oommu.nities, presumably because the latter were well estab

lishe4. But in the year 1772, the community of st. Eustatius 

appealed to the New York congregation for relief needed as 

a result of a severe storm which had destroyed its synagogue. 

The congregation sent funds. raised in subscription, 

amounting to little more than $190~00 which gift was 
3 

a.dknowleged with thanks. Emergencies were responsible for 

the other instances of assistance rendered to foreign Jewish 

communities. From Constantinople a letter was received 

describing the damaging effects of an earthqu.ake in Zaphet 

which had· wrou.ght he:voo, killing a number of people and in• 

juring property including the s.ynagogue. The New York 

1. Pub. Vol. 
2~ ib. .Vol. 
3. ib. Vol. 

27 pp. 47 ... 50 
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community was advised that an agent would oome to collect 

funds for relief purposes. Funds were most probably 
1 

contributed. Smyrna suffered from the effects of a bad 

fire which burned the homes of Jews and the synagogue. 

The London community wrote asking for aid. Surely aid was 
2 

sent. 

Several letters and considerable sums of money 

were sent to Moses Montefiore to aid in his Morooco Relief 
3 

work:, The original letters have been preserved. In the year 

1843 the Occident carried reports of the excellent work 
4 

done by Montefiore with the aid of Cremieux of France, 

Together they brought solace not only to the Jews of the 

East but to world Jewry beca.use of their activities in 

oonnection with "The Damascus Affair". The New York Jewish 

Community, feeling keenly its kinship with world Jewryt 

gladly assisted in the enterprise. On Janua,ry 11th and 

Janu.ary 20th of the year 1843, they sent letters with en--
5 

olosures of some $700.00 and they sent funds at other times. 

The congregation's t_rustees drew up a speoh'l.l resolution 

commending Montefiore's work, a.nd what is more important, 

Pub. Vol. 27 
ib, Vol, 27 
ib. Vol. 27 
The Occident 
Pub, Vol. 27 
ib., Vol. 27 

pp .. 19 ... 20 
pp. 30 ... 31 

PP• 177-179 
Vol, 1 pp 390-393 
p:p. 127, 146-147 
pp. 117-118 
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pr~ving their keen interest in Jewry everywhere. 

She'erith Israel was able to help congregations 

in the United States when they were struggling for 

existence. Even in Colonial times, on March 21, 1759, it 

sent some $740.00 to the community in Newport to augment 

the fund to be used for buildJ.ng a synagogue there. The 
l 

receipt of these funds were aoknowleged with thanks. 

Additional requ.ests for financial assistance ca,me in April 
2 

1761 and on July 25, 1762. More money was remitted. The 

Newport congregation sent to She'erith Israel a copy of 
3 

85. 

the deed of its synagogue property as a token of appreciation. 

In the minutes of January 12, 1760 there is included a 

record of the congregation having decided to lend Sefer 

Torah "to the Ka.al at Newport". This Sefer Torah had 

apparently been returned by a congregation in Georgi.a to 

whom it had been loaned, and .now i.t was available for Newport, 

It appe~rs that in September, 1761 a Sefer Torah 

as loaned to the Jewish oommuni ty of Reading, Pennsyl van:i.a 

but negotiations for the loan proaeeded through the agency 
4 

of the more important Philadelphia congregation, 

1. 
Pub. Vol. 27 pp 177-180 
2. ib. Vol 27 pp 183~184 
3. ib. Vol. 27 p 181 
4. i.b • Vol 27 pp 20 ... 21 RD.ding was not known to have had a 

Jewish community until many years 
later than the above date, Perhe.ps 
it had a community which disintergrated 
and grew up agaln later 



The Cincinnati Jewish community received benefits 

from She' erith Israel o:f New York City in the year 1818 wher1 

the second synagogue of the New York Congregation was ready 

for oooupanoy. The Cincinnati congregation was loaned the 

chandeliers, which had evidently been used in the old 
1 

synagogue, Again on September 10, 1835, just one year 

after the completion of construction of lts new Crosby Street 

synagogue, there is recorded in the congrega,t ione.l minutes 

an item stating that :five brass chandeliers were loaned to 

Messrs. Ralph Jonas, Elias Mayer and Phineas Moses in 

Cincinnati, to be med in their synagogue and wh.ich were 
2 

to be "be returned when no 1 onger in use." On one occas.i.on 

a Safer Torah was loaned to the Oinoinnati congregation.., 

In October. of the year 1829 there is a record 

whioh demonstrates that the sum of $360.00 was contributed 
3 

to the synagogue of Ric.hl!tmnd, Virginia. 

The strong lll: ond which apparently uni tted oongregat ion 

She'erith Israel with Jewry everywhere, the virile feeling 

of kinshlp with world Jewry, its willingness to receive 

aid for religious purposes and its generosity in serving 

other congregations assisting them in their bµilding enter ... 

prises and lending them Torahs and the interest in the 

Jew:1.sh commun:i. ties in the far east-----all this indicates 

the fine Jewish spirit of the Jewish community of New York 

in early times.., 

----~-----·-~~---
l. Pub. Vol, 27 p, 251 
2. ib • Vol 27 p, 259 
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111:HILAW~HHOl-'Y" 

The philanthropies of the Jewish oommunity of 

.New Yort City until oomparat i vely reoent times, operat ad 

exolusively through congregational oh~nnels. At the be~ 

ginning all oommunal sooi&l service functioned through the 

iarn~s ot the oongregation and his board, or resulted from 

the aotion whioh took plaoe in congregational meetings. 

Later oharitabla organizations were formed and these ware 

in every instanoe until rather recent years, affiliated 

with pa:rt ioul,ar oongregat ions. 

,he Jewi~h oommu.nity was faoed by several types 

of social pro bl ernth There we:re alway£3 the 1 t inerant poor 

to be oared for or despatched from the city. These were 

dependent families o:f deceased oongregat1011al employee who 

must be supported. Finally, there were even Dre~ent in 

the oommunity the siolc, the indigent and the socially uri ... 
l 

adjuated. 

1. It i,a indeed unfortunate the,t no original :reoord.s are 

available which de~oribe in det$il the oharaoter of the 

oases assisted by the community. 

\ 
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Charities tor Local Needa _____ ......., __ T ~Rl.l'-1.W.. 

Before definite organizations had been established 

to administer to the needs of the );)oor of the city, we find 

records such as the following sprinkled throughout the minute 

books of the She'erith Israel Congregation: "Resolved that 
0 

40 ehilli:ngs eh~ll be given in small sums to the poor Shoe-

maker and 40 shille in the like manner be g;tven to Isaac 
l 

Nava.rrQ. n 

the sum of 5 pounds was sent to the family of 
2 

Levy Moses, who wae detained in prison and 3 pounds was 

contributed to one Dor~s ~enja, probably the wife of a pris-
3 

~ 
Mazos were distributed to the poor. 

On one occa.sion, e.n individual • .Moses Hart, was 
5 

granted one loaf of bread daily. 

An interesting item appea.rs in the minutes of 

September 18. 1773 when it was decided upon the a:p:plioation 

of Marshall Jacobs for assistanoe, to retur~ to him the 

total of $ll funds he had paid into the congregational 
6 

treasury. Suoh and similar aotions may have ll>een ao:jn(tated 

by a desire to prevent pauparization whenever possi~le. 

1. Fub. Vol. 21, P• 72 
2. ib. P• 106 
3. ib. P• 108 
4. i'b~ P• 109 
5. :t.b, :P• 105 
611 ib• P• 117 
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Medical attention was provided :for the indigent 

sick as is demonstrated 'by the minutes when the physioie.n, 
1 

Andrew Judah, was reimbursed for such services. Money 

was givt1m to the impoverished sick and there is s. record of 
2 

a house being provided for the sick. 

The sum of 10 pounds was granted to Jacob Cohen 

for the purpose of securing mo;re comfortable living quartere 
3 

"as his wife's present condition requires it." 

The sum of :$1500 .. 00 had been spent by the co.ngre

gat ion for the purpose of supporting one Martha Lazarus who 
4 

had. been dependent for 6 years and 9 mouths. 

'.l.1he type of social service described was typical 

of the philanthropies of the N'ew York Jewish Community un

til approximately the year 1787. 11here was another kind of 

service which proved a more serious problem during the same 

period .. 

Dependent families of deceased salaried employe$s 

of the congregation, including the families of rrazanim, 

Shohetim and Shamasim frequently became a burden o.n the 

Jewish community. It appears that in all instances when 

deaths of former officials created a condition of dependen

cy, che oongregat ion w:1,llingly granted annuities to the 

widows of such deceased persons. 1l1hes e annual grants, it 
__ .,,._.., ____________ ...., 

1. Puo .. VQ!J., 27. P• 22 
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sholD.d be observed, usually amounted to the same sums as 

hacl. fOZ'lllel"lY been paid to the husbands when they were in 

the- aoti Ve, service of' the congregation. This is a note

worthy fa.ct, more partioularl:sr because the cong:regation, it

self, suffered consisten·tly by reason of inadequate income, 
l 

being usually unable to meet the budgetary requirements. 

Among the widows of deceased o ongregationa.l s01"

vants who we!l?e the recipients of. am1ui ties :from the congre

gation, mta:v be mentionecl several which were typical: 

on O~to!ber 3, 1743, the widow of Solomon Meyers 

(o:r slolomon Ba:i:• Meyer), the recer1tly deceased Shohet of the 
2 

cong:regstion, was granted. an annuity of 30 i.iounds, which an-
3 

nu.al grant was deo:l'.'ease<l to ro pounds fou1• years later when 

the fina.:ncia.1 :problems of the congregation became more press ... 
4 

ing. Meyer's successor was paid only 20 pou.nc1s annua,l salary, 

which wa,s, supplemented by perquisites .. 

In the year 1753, the widow of Asher CamJ)anal, the 

deceased Shamas, beoame the recipient of an annual gift of 

1.!L'his :fact was made clear elsewhere in thts paper. The oon
g:regatio:n would :pr. obe.bl~V not have been troubled. with finan-
cial problems ha.a. it not been willing to a.ooept its social 
responsibilities in connection with the present discussion. 

2. Pub. Vol. 21, pp .. 46 .54 
3. ib. Vol. 21, P• 56 
4., ib. Vol. 21, p. 45 



20 ·pounds, which sum was augmented in 17 58 by ff pounds pl us 

a supply o:e wood. ancl matzo-th. Si:x:- yen:rs after the den.th of 

c•am1,ana.1, the remmieration of the Shamas of the congregation 

in th~ 0t yea.a:· amounted to less than the amount given to the 
1 

widow o:f Qampa.:nal. on May 7, 175~) ·the oong1•egation :resolved 
2 

to "1~~t the widow o:f the late Shamas 20 :pounds yearly. 11 

F.x•om these a:ncl other e:!amples which need not be in

cluded in thls paper, it is apparent th.a. t the c o:ngregation and 

its membership conceived :it their duty to support in comfortable 

fs,ehion the, :fs.milies of deceased employees. Nowhere in the 

o o.ngregati on'W. minutes can be found. a single reference to i:n

dioa:te otherwise. 

The ItiJlel"ant Poor 
-- 1.1--~~~ ---

New York City is so situated that there oan be no 

cause for astonishment by the fact that many :poor itin.e:rant 

Jews found thed.r way to the city. Many of these, once there, 

the iewish community was com11elled to os:re for. 

At the very first congregational meeting of which 

rec oJ~·ds have been pres ei~ved, the meeting of' September 15, 

1728:, this problem was discussed and a naive solution was de

cided upon. The Parnas of the congregation wa.o a.utho:i:iziad, 

himttelf. to administer to the needs of i t1nerant, indigent 

individuals. He was authorized to grant to such indJ:viduals 

a.ss:tstance to the e:x:·bent of 8 shillings per wee le during a 

1.. Pub. Vol. 21, :PP• 69 9 80 
2. ib. Vol. 21, p. 80 



period not to exceed 12 weeks. As early as possible the 

stranger wal=i to be sent away "to sum othere place" for 

which journey the IJarnas was permitted to spend a maxi-

mum sum of 40 shillings for each such :Lndividuale If 

itinerant poor should come in f'amilies then the J?arnas must 

consult the other congregational off':Lcers who would. consult 

with him and together decide as to proper disposition of the 
1 

problem. 

Many of the strangers who ask:ed f'or a:td desired. 

travelling expenses to distant points. The congregation 
2 

actually paid passage fares to Harbados, uuracao, etc. 

f3ome o:f: these were prob-ably adventurers and others may have 

come to the colonies with the :Lntent ioij to rema:Ln }?ermanent

ly, but finding adjustrneint too difficult, desired to return 

home. 

In sorne instances the indigent strangers in J>few 

York were dispatched to other communi ti(➔ S for aid. Upon 

the application of such a person the congregation d.ecided to 

support him while he was in New York but to send him to 

Philadelphia to secure money for his riroposed tri:p to Bar

ba.does. In the event that he should still lack 3 or 4 pounds 

after having o1) tained funds from Philad.elphia, tba t deficiency 
3 

would be supplied by the congregation. 

1. Pub. vol. 21, p.3 
2. Pub. vol. 21, p. 117 
3. Pub. VQl. 21, p. 109; :Pub. vol. 2 17, p. 99 
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'.l.1he community, in its very early history, adop.t

ed a principle that ii:--i now regarded as sound. social service. 

It was the policy to send indigent strangers to their home 

cit :Les or the po int s from wh i oh they had come. 'l'hey sent, 

for example, a 11 dumb ma. n 11 bl:1ck to Philadelphia from whence 
1 

he ha (l c orne • 

'.l.10 gain the proper appreciation of the extent of 

the Philanthropies of tho early Jewish community of .New 

York Uity, in connection with the prob'lem of indigent strangers, 

it should. be ne cesaary only to read the congregational min

utes, listing fj_ve items of congregational expense :paid for 

the journeys of suoh personse In the congregational year 

1740-1741, almost 15 pounds was spent for this ty:pe of phi.1-

anthropy a.lone. This sum amounted to about 8'10 of the total 
2 

congregational budget of the year. 

1l'hat the congregation ohe'erith .Lsrael assisted a 

large number of Jewish itinerant B is apparent: from the fact 

tba t arrangements were made with the Shama.sim when they were 

employed by which they must a.J.ways have a room ready :for 

such people and must be prepared not merely to give the stran

gers lod.ging facilities, but mutrt likew:i.se give them board. 

According to the terms of this novel clause in the contracts 

the Shamasim were to receive no extr& remuneration for the 

trouble ana. expense of lodging such poor per1:;ons, but the 
3 

congregation agreed to reimburse them fo:r. cost of board .• 

1.. .l:ub. Vol. 27, p. 117 
2.. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 43 
3. ib. P.• 87 
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The earliest records of the first organized Jew

ish social service agency in New York City bear the date 
l 

May 21, 1r/86s This organization, by the name Hc::t'bra Gemilas 

Hass.dim, directed all organized philanthropic activities of 

tho Jewish community until ·the year l '799 when the society 
2 

.Ma.than Basether was formed to.supplement and complement the 

work of the first organlzati.on. The Gemilas Hasadim had 

oeased ·to function by the year 1802 when a similar organiza-
3 

tion, the Hebra Hased Va Jt,'fflet came into existence. 

T'he Hehra Gemilas Ha sad im was a general chari tabla 

organization, administering funds and other assistance to the 

needy of the community,. It supplied fuel, medicine and money 

wherever it was deemed wise. Its members were compelled, on 

:pena1·ty of a oonsiderable fine· to visit ·the sick~ The organiza .... 

tion ·!;ook charge of all funeral arrangements.. It owned a 

he,,rse. various tools and implements necessary for interment 

of oorpses were the property of the organiz.a•tion which it kept 

in a shad aonstruated on the cemetery lot in the year 1789. 

It extended "religious consolation" to mourners and "greatly 

contributed toward the maintenance of brotherly love and kind-
4 

ly feeling in the community. 

-------~---~·~---1. Pub. Vol. 21, PP.• 150-151 
2. Pub. Vol. 27, p. li38-140 
3. ib. Vol. 27, P• 255 
4. ib. Vol. 27, pp. 252-254 



1 
~he head of the Habra was called Gaboy. Its 

2 
governimg board consisted of four "mangersn. Records re-

veal the names of four treasurers of the organization: 

.Abraham Isaaas, 1786; Isaac Levy t l 7B7; Ben,j amin Jacobs, 
3 

178~; Jacob Hard, 1 r/90. 

95. 

fhe sou.roes of revenue of the organization were 

derived from regala:r dues from its members, initiation :fees, 

gifts and nofferings 11 made in ·the sp:nagogu.e. The schedule 
4 

of revenue follows: 

Initiation fee of new member was four pay-

ments to be paid guarterly •••••• ea. 1.17.4 lb. 

Annual dues 

Monthly dues (1n addition to above 

0.1.6 

0. 2.0 

Fine for non attendance at Min~an (at the 

synagogue or, more likely, at the house of 

mourning) during the seven days of mourn-

ing. 

Fine for non attendance at Minyan the 

morning of Jahtzeit. 

Fine for non attendance at Minyan on 

the afternoon of Jahizeit. 

Fine "for not sitting up with the sick" 

o. 1.0 

0.1.0 

0 .. 0.6 

when summoned. each offense ·O. 8.0 

Fine for insulting the Gaboy 0 .. 1.0 

Fine for absence from general meeting of 

0 .. 1.0 

1. Pub. Vol. 21, P• 150 3. Pub. Vol. 27, p. 253 
2. Pub. Vol. 27, p. 253 4. Pub. Vol. 27, p. ~53 



Due probably, to the urgent pressure of finan

cial difficulties on the part of ·the congregation, it was 

considered necessary ·!;o impose some restrictions on the 

manner in which funds could be subscribed ·!;o the Habra 

Gemilas Hasadim. Though :the congregation desired to 

"Countenance every <"har:L table Insti tu•tio.n as far as con

sistent with the interests of this congregation" it would 

permit offerings ·to be made to the Habra in the synagogue., 

Bu.tit was decreed that no person might nmake more than 

one offering for the said society" at a time and a person, 

making a such offering, at the same time is "obliged to 

offer for the Zedukah" ( the oongrega•!iional ·t~easury). 

Right was re~rnrved to rEH:JCind this action should it be fotmd 

later that too much money would be deverted from the con-
1 

gregation by reason of the existence of the Habra. The con-

gregation was fearful of this possible consequence and being 

unaccustomed to such an organization it is understandable. 

Much discussion followed; ·there was question as to whether 

the Parnass and his assistants had authority to act for the 
2 

congregation. It appears, however that ·the synagogue did 

give its comple·te suppor·t to the org~mization or it cou,ld 

neither have existed ~1s long as it did nor functioned as 

effectively. 

-----------------1. ~ub. Vol. 21 Pf• 151 
2. Pub. Vole 21 pp. 151-



In the year 1799 ·the society "Mattan Basether" 

was established as an affiliated organization of the 

She' eri th Israel congregation. On December 20, 1805 the 

Hazan Gershom Seixas made reference to the "Kal:Ee Sedaca 11 

which he said had been established in the congrega•tion in 
l 

the year 1799. In the same sermon it becomes clear that 

the "Kalfe Sedaoa" and the M~ttam Basether" are synonomons 
2 

usages. The organization was generally known, however, as 

the "Mattan Basether". or ·the "Soc.:Lety Mat·tan Basilt.f\er." 

This charitable organization had as its purpose 

the performance of philanthropic acts in a private way. The 

recipiE.mts of charity admistered by the Mattan :Bas ether wo11ld 
3 

not be mafte known to the community. The names of contributors 

·to the funds of ·the organization, likewise, would be kep·t 
4 

secre·t. 

In the year J.805 a committee was appointed for the 

purpose of revising the laws of 'tl1e organization, or to sug

gest revisions of the cons ti tirtion. The members o:e the commit-

tee were Jacques Ruden, Aaron Levy anc1 M. Me:verB. In their 

report these gentlemen made the interesting observation that 

aJ:though the Jewish oornmuni ty of the city had very generously 

distributed charity in the past the charity had been "applied 

in such a manner as to have beon productive of a limited effect." 

--------~---------
1. Pub. Vol. 27 p. 138 
2. Pub~ Vol. 27 p. 140 
.0. ib. Vol. 27 pp. 141-142 
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Relief had resulted only t<3mpora.rily but not permanentl;y-. 

The committee emphasized the f1;;10·t that I\few York City, due 

98. 

to its favorable location, its commercial advantages and the 

frieddliness of its inhavitants, would surely grow very 

ra_pidly until, in time, the Jews might expect there 11 the 

largest congregation in the world. n Because of this expe<H-

ed enlargement of the community, the committee :recommended 

that the Mattan Basether form the fom1dt,rtions of a permanent 

organization "al>le to cope with the problems of a populous 

cit;y. n :&1 inally the Commi•ttee recommended that a :perrnanen-t 
1 

house for the Poor and a hospital be established. 

The socie•ty dlspemied the sum of $350 .00 in the 
2 

year 1804. There are no further records of importance per-

taining ·to the socie•by Mattan Basether. 

In the year 1802, the Habra Hased Va Arnet (Ve 

Er.net) organized for the purpose of con•liinuing the activities 

of the Hebra Gemilas Hasadim which had, by that year, dis-

integrated. It administered to bere1:-1ved members of ·the com

rnuni ty, attend funerals, made funeral arrangements, visited 
3 

·the sick, dispensEld charity etc. 

------------------1. Pub. Vol. 27, pp. 256-257 
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On January 18, 1828 the "Society for the Education 

of Poor children and Rel1ef of Indigent Person1:1 11 was formed. 

rt, too, was connected with the She' eri•th Isrl1el congregation. 

It evidently assumed a position of importance in the community 

for t:rh its first anniversary special services were held in 

the synagogue before a large audience. On this occasion a 

subscriptions to the organization amounting to nearly $400. 
l 

were made. 

Before the year 1850 another :phj_lanthropic organiza ... 

tion had been establtshed in the congregation. , The "She' eri th 

Israel sewing Assooiation 11 was in existence in the year 184r/, 

meeting every Wednesday during the winter months :from 11:00 

A. M. to 2:00 P. M. Fifty women were members of this organiza-
2 

·tion in 184r/. It has been said that the first sewing f.:3ocie'ty 

providing clothing for the poor was founded in Baltimore in 
3 

the year 1856. rt aan not categorically be maintained that 

the Now York sewing organi.z13.tion providc-:id clothing to the 

:poor bu:t the present wri•ter believes tha·t it was a philanthrop

ic organization. 

1. Pub. Vol. 27, p. 311 
2. ·'.rhe occ.1dent Vol. 5 p. 412 
:3. 
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Oongr~~tion§. 

The Btnai Jeshurun aynagogu.e was established 

principally by a group of families who seceded from the 
1 

She'erith Israel Congregation about the year 1817, 

In the· year 1819 an organization known as the " 

"'Female Hebrew Benevolent Society" was created by Mrs. 

Aaron Levy and Mrs. Hannah Levy as an affiliated organi ... 

zation of the oongregatic>n., It was active. at first, in 

general inclusive philanthropic activ'ity. It oared for 

oases of desertion and i t:lnerants. The report read at 

its 25th anniversary, included the statement, "The 

judicious kindness of our Visiting Commi1tee is frequently 

more important than the money they furnish .. " If the 

organization did actually minister to the poor with 

"Judicious kindness" it accomplished the as yet not alto-
2 

gether realized ob jeoti ve of modern socie,l service. The 

organization had spent $232,76 during the year 1843-1844 

and had a balance on hand of more than $200,00. The 

writer could find no further references to an organization 

of this precise name. ''The Ladies Be.r1evo'Bnt Society", 

e,pp~rantly well organi.zed, e.xisted in the year 1844,. At 

that t 1me the following officers: Mrs. John M, Davis, 

First Directress; Mrs. M. Micholl,Second Direotress; 

100. 
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218 which is incorrect) 
2. The Oooident Vol. 2 p 445 



101. 

Mrs. M. Morrison, TreQsurer; Reverand S, M, Isaaos was 
1 

Honar~ry Secretary. The new name of the organization 

may merely indicate a change of name or it may mean that 

an entirely different organi.zation had been formed, 

the "Female Hebrew l\enevolent Society" having altogether 

ceased to exist in the year 1844. 

In the year 1821 the "New York Hebrew Benevolent 

Society"~ also connected with the B 'ne.1 Jeshu.run congre ... 

gation came into being. Its twenty second anniversary 

was observed in style, with a banquet and speech making, 

Many distinguished non Jews atten.ded the function, including 
2 

several lawyers and editors and three distinguished musicians. 

Reverand S, M. Isaacs of the congregation delivered the 

prencipal address which was well received, A prominent 
8 

Christian, Salem Dutcher, also spoke at this occasion. 

Women, usually absent from such affairs, w~re at this 

important time, present., ~~he Oocident reports n What lent 

and additional and peculiar spirit to the enjoyment of the 

feast was the concealed presence of several ladies who---~

had been admitted into the gallery usually occupied by 

the orchestra------a neat curtain, being placed as a 

screen, left them a full view, whilst their faces were only 
4 

partially exposed, 

l" The 
2, lb• 
3. ib. 
4 .. ib" 

Oooident Vol. 1 p. 514 
Vol. l pp, 498-501 
Vol. 1 pp. 502-504 
Vol. 1 p. 497 
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This organiza:tion oolleoted the sum. of $3 000 41 00 1 t 

for its expenses during the year 1843. The following year 

its income was $3,500,00. This fact was reported at its 

twenty fourth anniversary banquet meeting held o.n November 
2 

5, 1845, whioh Reverand Mr. Sabagh, an Episcopal minister 
3 4 

spoke, and t.he City Recorder. among other prominent 

personages, was in attendance; The sum of ,,,$2,000,00 was 

oollecrted at this meeting, $200~00 or ten per cent of 

102. 

which was contributed by the ladies of the wealthy Hendricks 
5 

family. 
Mord.E?oai Ma.puel Noah, editor, dramatist, ori t io, philanth:ro-

. pist ,Jewish communal leader ,popular and powerful ma.n o:f affairs, 
-~ '7·, 

was president in the years 1844, 1845 and 1846, In the 

latter year control rested in his hands together with a 

.Yioe Presiden:t, a T'reaaurer and eight Directors. 

In the year J.847 the New York Hebrew Benevolent 

Society spent for its oharitable enterprizes the sums of 

$2,251,43. It owned stocks, bonds and other property to 
8 

the extent of $6,815,76 which fund kept constantly increa• 

ing. 
----·----------· 1. The Occident Vol. 1 p. 498 
2. 1b ~ Vol .. 3 P• 459 
3. ib. Vol. 3 p .. 463 
4. ib • Vol. 3 p. 459 
5. ib, Vol. 3 P• 469 
6, ib • Vol. l P• 514 
7 • ib. vo:r, ·3 P• 401>. 
8, ib. Vol. 5 p. 265 
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It has been maintained that a penniless and 

friendless Jew entered the oity ho.pital of New York in 

the year 1820 where, in response to his desire for 

Jewish oompany, John Hart and Joseph Davis responded, 

Through the efforts of these men the stranger left the 

hospital with funds. Upon the death o:f this individual, 

he left a bequest of $300,00 which sum became the treasury 

of a New organization called the Hebrew Benevolent Society. 

This organization (which in the year 1860 opened a home for 

children or what was t.hen West 29th Street between 8th 

and 9th Avenues, and which is said. in 1870, to have become 

known e,s the 0 Hebrew Benevolent and Orphan Asylum Society") 

is reported ultimately in 1874 to have become the United Hebrew 
1 

Charities. 

This orig:1.ne,1 organizatlon • formed during_ or 

immediately after the year 1820, can he,ve re:ference only to 

the New York Hebrew Benevolent Society of B'nai Jeshurun 

congregation. No other organization of a similar name was 

.:f~:rme d in or about the year 1820. One of the charitable 

institutions affiliated with She'erith Israel could not 

have been the forerunner of the United Hebrew Charities of 

New York City, The congregation, which had never been 

financially strong, must have su:tfered serious financial 

blow whe:t1, many of its a.shkenazia members withdrew to form 

1. Fifty Years of Social Service in New York N. Y. 1929 PP 8-9 



the B 'nai ,'.J'eslm.run synagogue, \Ve have demonstrated that 

the philanthropic work of the She'enth Israel oontinu.ed 

104. 

after tha.t event. But nowhere in the columns of the Oooident 

of in the minu.;te$ of the congregation can be found references 

to any organization by the name of the New York Hebrew 

Benevolent Society or to any similar name of an organization 

oonneo·bed with Sha'erith Israel. 

Undoubtedly, then, if the United Hebrew Oharitiea 

the forerunner of the Associated Jewish Charities which 

started in New York in 1814, found 1 ta origin in the New 

York Hebrew Benevolent Society then the Associated Jewish 

Charities oan tr·aoe its begi.nnings to the B'nai Jeshrun 

congregation, There is every reason to believe that the 

New York I1ebrew Benevolent Society did eventually expand 

into the Associated Jewish Ohafi ties. The former organitS

at ion, flourishing in a growing congregation, under able 

leadership, had amassed a very oonsiderable sum of money 

as early as the 7ear 1847, It was by far the strongest 

Jewish philanthropic organization in New York City by the 

middle of the 19th century. 

Two organizations bearing slightly similar names 

to "Hebrew Benevolent Society" are men'f;ion in the Occident 
!! 

as having functioned in New York immediately prior to 1850. 

The Bachelors Hebrew Loan Association is referred to 

in a letter fIVom the organiz$tion on October 18, 

' again on January 15, 1849, In Mar~h of the 
1. Bogen, p. 10 
z·~-The-◊oofaent Vol. 6 PP 416, 618 ... 620 
J • ib. Vol. 6 p • 418 
4. ib, Vol. 6 PP• 618-619 
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Young Ments Hebrew Benevolent Association was created 
l 

according to a press announoement. These were apparantly 

separate organizations. 

The Bachelor's Hebrew Benevolent Loan Society 

evidently had as its sole purpose the free giving of loans 

to the needy, This organization was unquestionably the 

first :free loan society to be established by the Jews in 

the United States. It has been said that the first such 

organization was probably founded in Cincinnati in the 
2 

year 1893, From its report for the preceding year in the 
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columns of the Oooident on October 18, 1848, we gather ·that 

the organization was financia11y smmd. It had given out 

loans during the year to the amount of ~~252 ,5Q and he.a. gi van 

direct relief totaling ~Pll0.16. Approximately $400.00 

remained in its treasury and its membership of 97 was 
3 . 

"daily ·1noreasing''. At the annual benefit ball held by 

the organization immediately before January 15, 1849, the 

sum o:f $1,023.18 was realized in net pro.fits. Some Ohristians 
4 

in the community attended the danoe. 

The Young Men's Hebrew Benevolent Association 

.having a membership, in the year 1849, of 108 members, 

app$rently had as· its principal purpose the giving of fuel 

to the poo.r in winter. Annu.al dues charged were $2 ,00 per 
5 

member .. 

l. 11he Ooo ident :Vol, 6, pp. 619""620 
2. Jewish Philanthropy ... Bogen 
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Im the year 1844, five separate philanthropic 

organizations were affiliated with the .l::l 'nai Jeshu:i:·un 
1 

Congregation. '.lhese will be menti onod :l.n the order of 

their a1)pa.r011t importance: 

6. 

'.l
1he New York. Hebrew .13enevol011t So(•iety 

'lhe Ladies' J~EH1evolent Society ., 
the Gemilas Hesed 2 
'.l.1he New York '.l.1&lmud 'l'orah and Hebrew 

:.f.lheological Institute 
CPhe Soc:i.ety for Indigent Old. Men 
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Affiliated with the S.ha 'a.re ~Pefillah synagogue, 

the structure of which was completed in August, 1847, there 

was a Ladies 1 Benevolent t;ociety functioning before the 
3 

year 1850. 

Before tho middle of the nineteenth century very 

little money was bequeathed ·by deceased members of the J:Iew 

York Jewi E'J:l Uommuni ty to the oongl:-egat io.n She' eri th Israel. 

-----------------1.. 1i1he Occident, vol. 1. Pe 514 
2.. 'l'his organization was evidently concerned only with the 

rm.king of funeral arrangements, tho giving of' religious 
consolation, :personal visitations to tho sick, and in 
the houses of mourni.ng, etc. 'l'here were other organi
zations in the congregation to dispense cl.larity. 

3. :t1hEi Occident, Vol. 5, pp. 4-61-'-162; Vol,. 4, pp. 508-509; 
Vol. 5, p. 218 
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:Chere would h&tve been little rE1ason to leave bequests 

specifically for l)hilanth:r.opio purposes, or, in later years, 

to the charitable organ:1.zations of the synagogue, :for con

oernecl individual::.:1 well knew that money left to the synagog

ue would be used :for the best interests of' the community. 

More money mi.ght have been bequeathed, nevertheless, by oe:r.

tain indJ_vj_duaJ.s and more be(.{ uests might have been mt:1,de to 

the oong:r·egation. '1.'he present writer can not agree with the 

view o:f the writer of an article on nvu11s o:f Jiarly Jews of 
1 

new York, n that the early Jews were generous in this respect. 

Joshua Isaacs, in his will unde1· date of Septem

ber 6, 1'744:, bequeathed the gum of 60 poundf3 to the She'erith 

Israel oongregation, the income of which wai.::i to be used to 

support a frer.1 Hebrew schools He left bequests for no other 
2 

charitable purpoees al though he was apparently weal thy. 

Jacob .!!'ranks, a very wealthy man. apparently left no money 

for the congregation or the J·ewish poor of the city, but hh:i 

estate made a donation of 25 pounds to the congregational 
3 

treasury. 

None of the members of the wealthy Gomez fandly, 

as far as can be determined from recora.s, bequeathed Large 

amounts to charity or to the congregation. Isaac Gomez 

stipula tecl in his will (September, 17'70) that 15 pounds was 
4 

to go to the congregation. Benjamin Gomez in his will 

L cf. rub. vol •. 23, pp. 147 ff. 
2. N.Y. Historieal E)OOlety, Vol. 28, PP~ 11-12 
3. l~U1J. Vol. 27, p. 102 
4. ib. Vol. 27, p. 108 



1 
provided 10 pounds :for the congregation. Mordecai Gomez 

who died in 1 1750, an exceedingly wealthy man, left only 
2 

25 pounds to the congregation--and certain Hebrew books. 

David Gomez, wealthy though he was, 'bequeathed only 10 

pounds to the cong:rega tion, though he, like Mordecai and. 

Louis Gomez, bequeathed certain Jewish things to the con-
3 
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gregation. Isaac Adolphus left only 10 pounds to the syn-
4 

agogue. Joseph Bueno begueathE:1d 20 1)0unds to the synagog-
5 

ue. Uriah Hyam left 6 pounds to the congregation. t)am-

uel l:r'.[yers Cohen, al though he left 25 pounds ea cb. to four ex-• 

ecutors of h:is will to provide for them mourning clothing, 
6 

left only 25 pounds to the cong:re gat ion~ 

Isaac Pinheiro, very wealthy, left nothing to the 

synagogue nor clid. hioses Levy leave any funds for philanthrop-
7 

io purposes. Isaac Levy, who left a considerable estate, 
8 

made no bequests to the poor or to the congregation. 

1. Pub. Vol. 27, p. 114 
2. Pub. Vol. 23, pp. 153-154 
3. Pub. Vol. 23, PP• 147,153,155 
4. ib. Vol. 2~3, p. 157 
5. ib. Vol. 23, p. 149 
6~ ib. Vol. 2:5, pp. 151-152 
r1~ ib. Vol. 23, pp. 157-159 
8. N. Y~ Hist. ~oc. vol. 28, pp. 56-67 



Michael J.dichaelr:1 evid.ently bad no dependents yet he be-
1 ' 

q_ueathed no money to the congregation. ll'l.any of the mem-

bers of the J·awish uommunity of early N'ew York oity, who 

had., through their ge.nerosi ty, built up the congregation, 

benefitted it little when dead. It is a strange fact. 

-----------------------1. N. Y. Historical Boe. Vol. 27, PP• 222-223 
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B1ROM 'l'HB LA·n~ 18th cmm.1URY UN'l'IL 1850 

13iconomi c tita tus ~...,._. ___ 
Blsewhere in th:Ls pap er we have presented some 

data regarding the commercial activities of the Jews in 

the earliest history of the New York Jewtsh Uom.muni ty. We 

he.ve learned that the small community was a real factor 

110. 

in the business life of the :period@ 'J.'hey were engaged in 

the import and. export trade, carrying on bus:i.ness ;rela

tions with merchants of London, .Amsterdam, Jjarbadoes, Hhode 

Island and Virginia. '.!!hey also traded at the well-known 

trading posts :Ln thE:) Vicinity of' :.New York ui ty ~ 

. It is the purpose of the writer to consider at 

this 1rn:i.nt the e conom:ic status of the community during the 

latter part of the eighteenth and first half' of thE~ nine

teenth centuries. 

One fact is indisputable, that by the middle of 

the nineteenth century, a compa rat :i.vely large part of the 

Jewish po:i-;ula tion of' the city was comfortably situated ea··· 

onomioally~ Othe:rwise, :i.t would be impossible to explain 

the g;reat amount of' money that was ex11ended for 1;ihilanthrop·· 

io pu:r.·poses during the fifth decad.e of thri nineteenth cen

tury. 

111h0 wills o:f several Jews dis.cussed in thj.s paper 

in relationship to Jewish philanthro11y ind.ica te that at 

a 



ab out the year 17 60. the Jews of New Y.ork had b e,~un to es-
o 

ta·blish themselves solidly in an economic way. As was 

indicated, some Je➔Ws who died during the middle of the 

18th century were fairly· weal thy. The fact that the con

g:r.ega t ion She'erj_th J.srael suffered economic disabilities 

during and after that time can mean little in relation to 

111. 

the present discussion for the total membership of the con

gregation remained exceedingly small consistently until. about 

the year 1850. 'J.'here were on1y 52 paying members of the con

gregation in the year 174f3 as is seen frorn a list of such 
1 

members o:f:' that year~ 

'.L'ho congregation was burdened with all the expense 

of a well-organized community, accepted the burden of local 

:i?hilanthro:pies, and ca:i.~ed for itinerant destitute and for 

the families of deceased congreg·ational eniployeese Even 

though the members of the congregation were comfo:i:rtably sit

uated, the communal demands on them were i:::o considerable and 

th!llir numbers were so small that the synagogue continued to 

be annoyed by economic problems. 

Considerable information on the subject haf:i been 
a. 

gathered. by a writer. He made mention of the followi.ng per-

tinent facts: 

Hayman Levy owned most of the hou Ge s 011 Duke Street. 

His principal business a.ct ivity was :ln the capacity of fur

rier. He merchandised general art:l.cles such as shoes, tents, 

~~~~~-~:~~}2~~~!!.._?._!c· ~Tohn Jacob Astor, as a youth was 

1. Pub. Vol. 21, p. 52 
2. Markens, P.P• 14:-17 

I 
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1 
employed by Levy. Levy, together with ;:;arnuel Judah, Jacob 

Moses, Jacob Hyers., .Jonas Philips and Isaac f)eixas, among 

others slgned a document in 1'770 which was calculated to ef

fect more favorable taxation terms with Jtngland. 'l'he se men 
2 

were evidently merchants of prominence. 

Burglars, robbing the home of 1Irs. Rebecca Hays, took, 

among other articles 11a silver tankard, large silver 'bowl, 
3 

and a pair of earrings. 11 

Uriah Hendricks was a pr om:tnent business man. He 

died in .New York in 1798. Harmon Hendriokst the son of Uriah, 

was born in 1767 and died in the year 1837. He was in the 

metal business and al::rn owned the Soho Holling lv1ills at Belle

ville, N. Y. Harmon I:fr:'lnclrick s su1J scribed the t'mm o:f ~p40, 000. 00 

to a loan fund requeBted by the U.S. government to help the 
4 

country finance the War of 1812. 

Sampson Simson, the leacler in the J'ewish community, 

was the owner of many tracling vessels. He was one of the men 

who drafted the original constitution of the NeViJ York uham'ber 
6 

of Comme roe. 

J11rom congregational records we know tba t in the mid

dle o:f the 18th century Daniel Gomez, among other art:lcles, 
6 

probably imported pork. 

1. I\la.:r.lcens, pp. 14-17 
2. l'ub. Vol. 4, p* sg 
3. Markens, p. 14 
4~ tiarkens, pp. 16-17. Although the puhlic was requested to 

su1Hrnribe ::;pJ.6,000,000.00 iliess than ~?4,\)00,000.00 wa.s 
actually rai secl. Hendr:i.ok' s sub soription re1)re sent
ed more than lo/o subscr±'bed in the whole qountzy-., cf. 
Pub. Vol~ 4, p. 90 

5. Pub. Vol. 2, P• 83 
6. J?ub. Vol. 27, p. 244 
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1 
He also sold oloth:i.ng, hosiery, cloth, :powder, eto. 

Myer Myers, one of the mo st important Jewish communal 

leaclers in the early history of New Yo:rk was a celebrated 

silversmith. 

113. 

Isaac Gomez was th(:1 owner o:f:' the brig, rrThe 

J:ilarmer 11 sold to 1din by Isaac da Silva, who was also a mer-

chant in Ne11r York. '.fhe sale was made in 1794, the price 

being ~)1600. 00 

According to a statement of a1nounts of d.uties paid 

to tho government on auction sales in Hew Yo:r.k City during 

the year 1816, the following J"ews of the city we:i:·e taxed as 

listed: 

J3enjamin Seixas 
Simon Nathan 
Hordecai Myer 

~p2, 120. 71 
782~76 
467.26 

'.:Phis item waf:: taJrnn f'rom Longworth' s 1:)ooket .Almanac of 1818 
~ 

and t:ran scribed. 

The abovo record would appear to indicate that the 

three men mentioned above operated exceedingly large b usi

ne sses. 'l'he amounts of government taxes mentioned are stag

gering. 1I1he :re cord gives one the notion that a consirlerable 

amount of buying and. selling in New York City in the early 

19th century must have been carried on by auction. 

1. ?ub. Vol. 27, p. 244 
2 • jj',.,c., 'V t:d l. 1 
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Another it em, from the same s oui·ce as ind :teated a

bove, demonstrates that l,losos Judah was a .IJireotor of the 

Pheni:x. Bank which was capitalized. at f;/700,000.oo when its 
1 

charter was issued. in 181'~. 

In the. year 1784, Isaac :Moses, a merchant of New 

York City, was one of 30 prominent men who signed a memorial 

presented to the Nev;,r York i;:ltate Lm:gd:slature calculated to im

prove public credit and securities. M.oses subscribed. the 

sum of' :w15,000 to a fund of 91,500,000. secured by the govern

ment for the purpose oi: IJrovisionir:ig the United States Army 
2 

dur trig the He vol ut ionary \'far. 

Samson Gimson of She' erith Israel, long active i.n 

that congregation 'Nas able to contribute the sum of :;j53,000. 

to a a.ifferent congregation of New York in the year 1852. 

He was a gracluate of C0 lumbia, '1800, and one of the founders 
3 

of Mt. Sinai Hospital. 

•JJ1e members of the lfow York J·ewish community were 

engaged in innumerable occupations before the middle o:f the 

19th century; in tho crafts may be mon.tioned Samson 1.L Myers, 
4 

a co:ppe:csud th. klan:y Jews were engaged in the manufacture of' 

sealing wax and quill pens d.urin~ the oe riod 
- 5 

which came ap=· 

Hyman Myers was p:roxima tely between the yea.rs 1820 to 1840. 
7 6 

a butcher. .Aaron Levy was an auctioneer. 

----------------------
1. 
2. 
3. 
·4,.' 
5 .. 
6. 

7,. 

J?ub. vol.. 2?, P.• 
rub. vol. 2, pp. 
£>ub. Vol. 9, pp. 

398 
86-87, 
64-66; 
123 

cf. Pub. Vol. 2, pp. 78-87 
:i?ub. voJ.. 2}~, p. 152 

.Eub: ... Volo 25, P.• 
Markens, p. 25 
:Pub. vol. 13, Appendix of article listing the names of 

Jews of N. Y. City who were na tur~l:lzed, in 
the years 1740-1741 

:Pub. vol. 27, p. ~137 
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1.l:he following Jewish men owned vessels which 

cruisc:id the high seas j_n search o:f prey. J?r iva tee ring was 

considered an honorable occupation 150 yea.rs ago. 1.1:he men 

listed were active in the last quarter of the 18th century: 

Naphtali Hart had an interest in the 
Dolphin and the JJiamond.,: 

Isaac liloses. one of the mo st active 
men in Hew York interested in p:d.va
teering, owned many ships. Moses was 
wen tioried above in relation to other 
enterprises. 2 Other Jews in :New York 
City were engaged :in privateering.£ 

Moses Gomez owned the following :real 
property the value of which was ap
praised by the ~3tate of New tork f'or 
taxation on June 24, 1791: 

1. Huilding at 203 Wa te:r St. 
value ••••• 1300 pounds 

2. Btore Building on .wront 
Street •..•••••••.••••• BOO 

3. House anrl Coopers shop 
on Wront Street •••••••• 400 

4. House at 18 Water Street. 500 
5. House at -28 Hanover Square 

........... 850 
6,. House at 29 Queen Street •• 860 
7. House at 30 Queen Street •• 860 
8. House on Golden Hill •••••• 250 
9@ House and 0hop on '' 11 

...... 250 
10. House on Golden Hill •••••• 150 
11. House on Golden Hill •••••• 300 4 

----------------------
1. Pub. Vol. 23, ps 165 
2. ib. vol. 2:3, pp. 1'72-174 
3. cf. ibid, p. 165 ff. 
4. N. Y. Hist. Saa. Uolleation 1911, vol. 2, pp. 319, 320, 

322, 323, 327, 358, 36~, 370 



The following Jews of' New Yort are listed as 

:property owners before tho eighteenth century: 

The East Ward 

116. 

David Levy, Hebecca Isaacs, 11 Jew Widow", Moses Levy, Joseph 

Isaacs, :Joseph :Bueno, Moses Levi, Hendriclc Heyer~ 

J·ew Woman. 
'.Vhe .Bowery Di vision 

Solomon l?ieterson, Joseph J3ueno, Jacob Solomans, Ab re.ham 

2ieters. 
'J:lie North \f\fard 

David Hendr:lcks, nAsuherus Hendrioksn, Isaao Abramse, .Abram 
1 

Isaac. 

]3. Gomez was a stationer and book salesm9 .. n as was Naphtali 
2 

Judah. 

The following are :i:•eferred to by Isaac 1!larke11s as 

important in the l•Jth century: 

S~ Lued.o was a pioneer in the manufacture of copal 

varnish in the Uni tE)d Stat es. Moses L. Moses and. Isaac 

l!.loses were im11ort ant cotton brokers. naph tali J'udah ser\r:@d. 

as one of the first presidents of tho Mechanics J3ank. His 

son, Bamuel N. Jud.ah became engaged in commerce with South 

America and 0:l?ain. Henry Hart was ?resident of the 'l'hird 

A:ve. 1-s:ail Ho.ad L!o. I~. VeJ.leman introduced the manufacturing 

of whalebones w:lthin this oountrye Asher l:farx beeame well 

known as a merchant. 
--------------------1. l'., Y. Htst. L1oc. Gollecttcm 1911, i0L 2, PP• 3U), 320, 

322, 323, 327, 358, 369, 370 
2 • rub • v 01. 30 , p • 9 o ff . 
3. Markens, pp. 19-26 
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By the middle of the HHh century, it ts evident 

tbat the members of the Jilew York 'Jewish community were already 

well established in the economic life of the city. 'l'hey 

had by th':l,t time laid the :foundations of a great economic 

proS}?erity which was destined rapid.ly to follow. 
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!P,ltur§:.l ~g_g_ ~2llli'l1a:l .§!g~ 

In the period we shall now consider, the Jews not 

suffering restraints t apparantly bees.me prominently identified 

with the general life of the community. They became 

educated and cultured in some instances. They were respected 

because some of their number were leaders in the professions. 

They pa.rt io ipate d in full measure in the War of the 

Ame.rica.n Revolution, had assisted the American cause by 

patriotic service as well as b;y finanoia.l contributions, 

They, likewise. responded to the country's need in the war 

i>:f 1812, Al though the Jews were philanthropic 1.n the oommuni ty 

at large they supported their own charities. The Jewish 

community had not yet become sufficiently large, wealthy 

or powerful to be conspicuous in an unfavorable manner. There 

could be no reasons for Anti Semitian in early New York 

Ci ty----exoept that blind fanaticism and prejud.ice needs no 

reason. It is evident, however, that the anti Jewish 

feeling was an unimportant factor in· the life of the community 

before the year 1850. The Jewish commu.ni ty was for the most 

part soclally alone, but there were occasions when the good 
1. 

feellng of non Jews brought the two groups together, 

Before the year 1783, only two medical schools 

existed in the present Uni tea States. Until this date only 

an insignificant number of students had been enrolled in 

ea.oh of these schools, In New York City between 1695-1775, 
2 

there were only 44 medical practitioners in New York City. 

1. cf. My treatment of the banquet o:f. the New York Hebrew 
Benevolent Society. 

2. Valentine pp, 396-397 



The following Jews were in the medical profession 

in early New York: 

1. 1761 Dr. Andrew Judah, who it will be recalled, 

was paid by the She'erith a-ael congregation 

for medical attention ½O oertain poor persons. 

2. A Dr,. Levy is mentioned, too, in the congregational 
1 

records" 

3~ 1752 Dr, Jacob Isaac, mentioned in the records 
2 

of the congregation. 

4., Dr. Nune-z, mentioned in the records of the 
3 

oongregat ion. 

5. Dr, Elias Woolin 

6, Dr, Isaac Abrahams, a gra.duate of Oolumbi.a. 

7., Dr. Barnet Cowan 1786 

8. Dr. Hyman Isaac Long 
4 

9. Dr. Joel Hart 

10. Dr, Daniel L, M~ .Peixotto, who it may be recalled 

issued a statement µtging the people not to fast on the 9th 

of Ab during ·the cholera epidemic of 1832, was one of the most 

oelebra,ted of New York physicians in the first half of the 19th 

$ntury. After having graduated fromthe Columbia College 

Medical school in 1819, he studied for a ma.st er of a.rt s degree 

which was awarded him in 1825. A scientist of distinction, 

·---------------
1. Pu.b, Vol, 21 p. 60 cf. Pub. Vol 22 p 1.56 

2. ib Vol. 22 pp. 160-161 

3. ib Vol. 22 p 160 

4 .. of. Pu.b·. Vol, 22 p 160 

r 
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Peixotto was at f.,irst a contributor to and later editor of 
" t.p.e "New York Medical and l?hysioe,l Journal, which wa.s the 

first soientifio medical maga21ine published in America. 

He became Vice .President of the Medical Society of the city 

and county of New York and was a Fellow of the College of 

Physicians and Surgeons o,f the uni.versity of the State 
1 

of New York. 

The daughter of Dr. Peixott o, Judi th Salzedo 

Peixott o, was probably the first Jewish public school 

teacher in New York City. She began to assume such a position 

during or approximately the year 1843. In 1850 when she 

became a principal of the James Street Jewish elementary 

school, Miss Peixotto was the first Jewish person to have 
2. 

become principal of a public school in. New York City, 

The prominent Mordecai Manuel Noah became a 

powerful force in the community, a fact which prob ably 

rebounded to the favorable advantage of the ilews. 

li'te:t:'ary cr.itio, author and writer of drama. He published 

newspapers and his "Courier and Enquirer" was the principal 
3 

organ of Tammany, 

Emanuel Hart, a poJJ.tioal leader in New York 

politics for many years after 1840, was associated with Peter 
4 

Sweeney and Fernandro Wood, Tammany bosses. Hart wu.s a very 

l. Pub. Vol. 28 pp 225 
2. ib, 26 pp 249~250 
3. 
4. The Vanguard, July 1929 - Article by Bernard Postal, p 16 
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active Jackson democrat; alderman 1845-1846, refused nomination 

for third term; delega.te to Demooratio State Convention, 

Ob.airman of Tammany general committee in 1849. In 186l 
1 

.he served in the Uni tea. States Hou.se of Representatives. 

From the official "appendix to Proceedings" o:r. the Te.mmany 

Society of' the following Jews were listed as officers before the 

year 1864, 

NaphteJ.y Judah - Sachem 

Mordecai M Noah~ Grand Sachem 

Emanuel B,. Hart Sa.chem 
2 

Albert Cardoza - Sachem 

Reverand Gershom Mendez Se1xas of the She'erith 

Israel congregation was a member of the first Board of 
3 

Regents of Columbia College, established in 1784. He served 

on its Board for some years. 

A comparatively large number o:f Jews of New York 

City attended the higher institutions of learning before 
4 

the middle of the 19th century. 

__ ,u, • ....,....,,..,.,,_.,.,""""_....,...,....,_ 

l. Jewish Eno. Vol. 6 p. 242 

2. Pub• Vol., 27 p 394 

3. ib. Vol. 19 p 119 

4. cf, Pub. Vol, 19 p 101 ff 
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In the year 1798, Jacob Hays was appointed by the 

Mayor of New York to serve as one of the marshalls of the city. 

In 1802 he was appointed High Constable which office was the 

equ:1 valent of the present office o:r. Chief of Police, He 

served in this position very efficiently :eo:r 48 years until 
1 

his death in 1850. 

Patriotism _,__.......,_...._.........._ 

The Jews lived in the spirit of Amerioa. They 

appreciated the freedom afforded them 1 a freedom which they 

exploited, as we have seen. spiritually and econom:i.oally. But 

they were inspired by a keen sense of appreciation for the 

country which had given them liberty. The following Jews 

are daid to have signed the Non Importation Agreement: 

Isaao Pinto, Jacob Abraham, Uriah Hendricks, Samuel Judah, 
2 

Ja~ob Moses, Jonas Philips and Isaac Seixas$ 

In the year 1770 a document was promu.lgat ed hy 

the oolonlsts in an effort to mal:e more stringent the Non 

Importat:J.on Agreement. which had previously been adop·ted 

for the purpose of effecting more just terms with England in 

oonneotion with the taxation question. Among the signatures 

on the former document are the names of Samuel Judah. 

Hayman Levy, Jacob Moses, Jacob Myers. Jonas Philips and 
3 

Isaac Leixas. 

1. Markens pp 28-29 

3. Pub. Vol. Vol. 4 p. 89 
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As· soon as the War of the American Revolution had 

sta.rted ana the British ocoupied the oi'ty of New York, the 

congregation She'erith Israel disbanded temporarily. Most 

of its members having been loyal patriots would not remain 

in the city under the British, They hastened to Philadelphia 

where they remained until the close of ·bhe war when many returned 
1 

to the city and resumed their congregational activities, The 

Hazan Gershom Mendez Sei.xas, himself, removed synagogue 

properties such as the Torahs to Stratford, Connecticut and 

:from there to Philadelphia. Before Sei:x:as :returned to New 

York the Reverand Isaac Tou:ro and Reverand Mr,. Oohen officiated 

alternately. 

Probably the best service rendered by Jews of 

New York City to the cause of the~r consisted in the privateer-
3 

ing activit.1.es of ships owned by Jews, These menaoe,l British 

shipping and probably proved to be ti factor o:f importance in 

the war. There should be no ocoasion. for wonder that this 

type of service is claimed to have been the greatest rendered 

by the J'ews of New York Oity during the war. The total number 

of adult males of the city at that time o:t' the Revolution was 

very insignificant and this fact accounts for the view of the 

writer. It is almost impossible, too. to identify the Jews 

Who enlisted in the army. Records are all too scant. A careful 
4 

writer on the subject has found nothing of importance. No all 

the Jewish community of New York were patriots. Newcomers 

1. Pub. Vol, 27 p 252 
2. ibid 
~'3. of the seotion of pape-r deallng with the economlc status 

of the Jews at this perio4, 
4. Wolf 



to the country, some of them had lived in England and many of 

them, as has been indicated elsewhere i.n this paper, carried 

on business rela·t ions with England. There were mFJny 

loyalists among the colonists. It is not strange that some 

Jews were among them. 

Jaco'b Abrahams, John Solomons and Joseph Emanuel 

( or Emanuel Joseph'e) ''were orde:red 40 miles beyond the water." 

They were loyal to the British cause. Emanuel went to England 

and the other two men "had to give satis:faction to the 

government." Haym M .. Solomon and others had reported to the 
l 

government concerning the above. Abraham Wagg who before the 

war of the Revolution had marr1ed Rachel Gomez, took the oath 
2 

of allegiance to the Crown on January 24, 1772. 

The Jews of New Yorlt City did serve the cause of the 

Colonists alt.hough they prayed for peace :i.n May 1776 before 
3 

the Declaration of Independence had been promulgated. The 

minutes of the congregation She'erith Israel of June 20, 1775 

show that a letter was reoei ved from John Hanoook under date 

of June 15, 1775 thanking the Jewish community for its patriotic 
4 

services, On June 17, 1780, when money was needed a.t a 

oritica stage during the war, Isaac Moses contributed 3,000 

pounds to a fund of $260,000.,00 subscribed bly the public to 

Pub. Vol. 27 p. 395 and note 
il;>. Vol. 31 pp.. 39-40 cf ib .pp. 37 .... 53 - Jao ob Fra.nds and 
one L:opez of N, Y,, O,. were probably '.rories cf. Pub. Vol. 23 P Fl 
Pub, Vol. 27 pp, 31-32 
Pub: .• Vol. 27 p. 390 

; 
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1 
the government. The minutes record that Hart Jacob was 

2 
excmsed i'rom military service on Friday nights. The well 

known Hayman Solomon should perhaps be mentioned as one of 

the greatest Jewish patriots of all time. He aided the 

government with tremendous sums. 

Following the war the congregation She' erith Israel 

on behalf of the Jewish community of New York, addressed a 

letter to Governor 01:!.nton of New York State, referring to the. 

hardships occasi.oned by the war and declaring the loyalty and 

patriotic devotion of the Jewish community. Another letter 

to the governor on December 9. 1783 pled.ged the loyalty of the 
4 

Jews to the state .. 
5 

The sermo.ns of Ieixas were patriotic i.n the extreme. 

His prayer of January 11. 1807 petitions specificaJ lY for the 

well be in.g of the President, Vice President, Senate, Congress 
6 

Governor, State Governor, the people of New York. The 

worcUng is strikingly similar to a prs.yer of the Union .Prayer 

Boolr.,both resulting apna.rently from the 11 Praye:r for the Government". 

On :December 13, 1790, the congregation She'erlth 

Israel sent a 1etter to George Was.hington, signed a1so b y 

the Richmond and Charleston Jewish communities. In it the 
7 

greetings and patriotic sentiments of the Jews were expressed. 
8 

A fine reply was returned to New York by Washington. 

Pub. Vol. 27 p 332 of. ib. Vol 27 p 333 - It appears that 
the government had asked for $1,500, 00 of, Pub Vol. 2 PP 86-87 

2. ib, Vol 27 p 391 
a. 
4. 
5. 
6, 
7. 
8. 

Pub. Vol 
ib • Vol. 
ib. Vol. 
Wolf PP. 
ib. pp • 

21 p. 141, 
27 p. 137 
27 p. 140 
57,,-88 
58-59 

Pub. Vol. 27 pp 31-34 
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1.rhe War of 1812 -----~ 
Therr::3 wns a ·total Jewish popula·t1on in the Uni•tecl 

States of approximately 3,000 people et the time of the war 

of 1812~ For this reason and because few records concerning 

the war, notably lists of soldiers, have be0n preserved, there 

can be only limited knowledge concerning Jewish participation 
1 

in it. 

Qaptain John Odroneaux of the New York Jewish com

munity was an important naval officer in the war whose activ-
2 

ities consisted primarily in privateering. 

Captain Mordecai Meyers of New York City served in 

Richmond and llaiter in Mew York where he received a commission. 

He became a oaptf:lin in the 13th United s·tirteEi Artillery in 
~3 

March J.812 Meyers described his reactions to his life in the 

army in a 1e·t·t0r sent to Naphtali J?hilips dated March 1813 in 

which it appears that ha greatly enjoyed the social contact 

afforded by hie service. Aooo~ding to him, his duties and 
4 

responsibilities were of the greatest importance. Haym or 

I-layman Solomon bees.me t:1 cap·ta1n of the 10th Brigi.1de, 115th 
5 

Regiment. 

-------------------1. Pub. Vol. 26, Ps 173 
2. Cohen, pp. 81-ID2 
3. Pub. Vol. 26, P• 174-175 
4. Pu·b. Vol. 27, PJ? .. 396-397 
5. Pub. Vol. 26, P• 179 

j 



Sampson Simson became trn ensign 1n 1802, a Lieutemm·b :Ln 
1 

lt30~.:S, and during tho war wirn captain of a company. 

127, 

Samuel Noah a gr1::1dua1·te of West J?oint served :i.n the 

war. He was first an ensign and later a Lieutenant. Then 

he resigned only to reenlist as a private at the beginning of 
2 

the War of 1812. Noah was a cousin of Mordeo.ai Manual Noah. 

P~rhaps the most distinguished Jewish officer in the 

war was Uriah Philips Levy, the father of' the law a·bolishing 

corporBl punishment in the United states Navy. At ·the time of 

his death in 1862 he was the highest ranking officer in the 

United states Navy. 

Colonel m:rthan Meyer commanded a brigade near New 
4 

Yonk 01.ty. 

Both Abraham and Solomon Seixas achieved the rank of 
5 

second Major after having previously served as Captain. 

Aaron Levy, son of Hayman Lev:sr~ became 1:Juccessively 
6 

paymaster, first· Liou·tenan-t, second Mag.or and :first Maj or. 
7 

Bernard Hart was a Division quartermaster. 

Dr. Manuel :PhilLps was an assist1::mt; surgeon during 
8 

·the war. 

----------------1. Pub. Vol. 26, p. 180 
2. ibid 
3. Wolf pp. 8l-lB4 
4. Pub. Vol. 4, p. 

5. Pub. 161. 26, p. 
6. ib. pp. 177-178 
7. ib. P• F/8 
8., ib .. p .. 1'79 

90: ·tho wri.t;er is unt1ble to determi.ne whither 
· or not Mayer was a resident of New York 

City. 
1'18 
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It ht:ts already been stated in this :paper that 

Harmon Hendricks subscri lrnd the sum of ~~40, 000 to the govern

ment when it appealed to the citizenship for funds. 

From all indications it may be concluded that the 

Jewish obmmuni.ty of New York City participated patriotically 

in the War of 1812. Many of its representatives were activ~ 
l 

la ·t er in the lVIexi can lv€:1r of 1846. 

Attitude of Non Jews 
_.,. rt _, ___ ..., ~ --~ 

Since much has been written ( on ·the basis of ·the 

Met1gre records available) concerning Jewish :participation in 

the ware, the present writer has made reference to the subject 

principally for the purpose of indicating that such demonstra

tions of loyalty and patriotism undoubtedly left good effects, 

resu1:t.ing in general esteem of the New York Jewish community. 

There are various other indications of' the fact tha·t 

Jews were fuvorf,bly regitrded in New York. In ·the year 1847, 

when the Sha' are Tefi.llE:ih synagogue was dedicated many non 

Jews including Chris•tian clergymen were present to rep.oice wi•th 
2 

their Jewis fellows. 

Rev. s. M. Isaacs o:f New York was un•i ted by "several 

professors of Yale College" and ·!;he Mayor of N<=.:W! i{ivtr@n to deliver 

L c:f. Wolf pp. 72-25 
2. The occident Vol. 5, p. 224 

l, 

' 
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a 1 ecture in th.at city non the l;)reseh·t o~ndition and Fu.tu.re 
n 1 

SPir:i.tus.1 and Temporal Hopes of the Jews." This fact mere-

ly tends to show that the rep u·ta.t ion of Isaacs among non

Jews was very good. Salem Dut oher, a prominent New York 

Christian, it may be recalled, had spoken on the same pro-0 

gram together with Isaacs at a previous time and on an oc-
2 

casion when non.;i;Jews attended a Jewj.sb. function. 

The good will of the Christian community was clear

ly demonstrated when a Ohristi.£1h minister and a prominent 

oi ty official, among others, ~rttended the 24th anniversary 

banque·b of the New Yorlf. .Hebrew Eenevolen1j society at which 

time the clergyman delivered an address. suoh an ac·tion 

prol:>ably would not occur if good will or at least tolerance 

were not extended to the Jews of the city .. 

Had there been a condition of intolerance in New 

Yorlc City, during ·the period we are discussing, there would 

tmdoubtedly h1:1ve been referonces to it in the occident and, 

more particularly, in the Congregational files~ .All such 

references are conro111cuously absent. 

1. The oaaident, Vol. 3, p. 526 
2. ib .. Vol. 1, pp. 502-504. This fact has previo1..1.sly been 

mentionea in the present paper. 
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SYNAGOGUES ]1UNCrr1 ONING BE]10RE THE YEAR 1850 

The Oooident repor·ts that in July. 1847 there were 

ten synagogues in New York ·01ty, It mentions the following 
1 

oongregations: 

One l?ortguese 

l, She'erith Israel 

Four ''Polish" 

1. The Elm Street Synagogue 

2. The Vlo ost er Street Synagogue 

3, The White Street Synagogue 

4, The Pearl Stre!rt Synagogue 

Three "Garman" 

1. The Henry Street Synagogue 

2. Attorney Street Syns.gogue 

3. Attorney Street Synagogue 

One Germa.n Reform 

l,. Emanu.e 1 

One New Netherland Synagogue 

-------------------1. 
'F'he Occident Vol. 5 p, 214 
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The problem Of identifying these synagogu.es 

is not easy. What were the actual names of the ijma.gogues 

designated only be the names of the sstreets upon which these 

were located'? The story in the Occident desorib ing the 

dedication services upon the completion of the Sha'are 

Te1'1lla synagogue helps to clarify the problem. Here it 

immediately identifies the latter synagogue as the Wooster 

Street synagogue previously listed as one of the four ":Polish" 
1 

congregations. T!).e same story tells that the f'ollowing 

New York ministers were present ( in addition to Reverand 
2 

Isaacs of the Sha'ara Tefilla. 

J. J. Lyons of She'erith Israel 

Merzbach of Emanuel 

Hecht of Aushe Ohesed 

Herbner of Rodef Shalom 

Dan:dger of Sha' ar Hashoma.zim and 

Reverand Ellis Lyons of Richmond, Virginia 

with this information a.nd after a careful see,rch throu.gh 

the pages of the Occident the wri tar has been able to looa.-te 

the New York synagogues functioning in the year 1847: 

1. The Occident Vol. 4 pp. 508 ... 589 

2. The Occident Vol, 5 p .. 219 



.§yna B.Q,gtt_! 

B'nai Jeshurun 

Sha' are Tefilla 

Rodef Sholom 

The "Polish"Congregations 

Location -- MiniSill 

Ansel Leo 

Sha' ar Hashoms.zim 

Elm Street 

Wooster Streat 

White Street 

Pearl Street 

s. M, lsaaos 

Heilner 

Danziger 

Anshe Ohesed 

Attorney Street 
"~ 

Attorney Street 

Emanuel 

Btnai Israel 

She' eri th Israel 

The nGerman'! Oongrega.t_ions 

Henry Street ) 
' ) M. Liliat1thal 

Synagogue ) 
) 

Synagogue ) 

The"Germtm Reform'' Congregation 

56 Chrystie Street Merzbaoh 

The "Netherdu.tch11 Congregation 

S, 0, Noot 

The ''Portuguese" Oongrega.tion 

J, J. Lyons 
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~ !'n~i ~~§aurun Qongr-e_aation 

The writer, elsewhere in this paper, has established 

the :fa.ct ·that the congregation was established approximately 

or in the year 1818, its membership having apparantly 

llavlng been formed from seoeders out of the congregation 

She' eri th Israel. On August 15, 1826 it purchased at auction 

a church which had formerly been the possession of negroes, 

By June 30, 18217, the building had been oonverted into a 
l 

beautiful synagogue, It was called the "Polish and German" 
2 3 

syw;,gogue and the "Elm Street" synagogue. On June 30, 1844, 

the cor1gregat ion abolished its former oust om of selling 

mitzvoth, according to a notice appearing in.the Oooident, 

even though Reverand Isaacs stated that this change in 

p6lioy would result· in a $600.00 anriual loss to the 
4 

oongrega.tion ... ----- ... a loss not regretted, In that year 

the congregational income amounted. to about $4,200 .oo, be:i.ng 
5 

about $1~000.00 more than the expenses. 

1. Pub. Vol. p 311 

2 .. ib. Vol. 27 p 342 

3. 1r he Oooident Vol. 5 p 214 

4. The Oooident for Augtist 1848 

5 .. The Occident Vol. 4 pp 214-215 



Manual Nov.h wa.s Presi.dent of the oongregati.on. It is not 

surprising that the synagogue became mighty----despite 

the fact that many members seceded in August of the year 

1845, 

· 134. 

The story of the difficulties within B'nai 

Jeshurun which led to the secession of a very considerable 

p'ortion of its membership is told in detail in the pages o:f 

the Occident. It appears that a certain element in the 

congregation experienced difficulties in giving direction 

to congregational policies.. There were charges and counter 

charges, Intrigue was employed. A law suit before the 

Supreme Court.. Violence and scenes were enacted. The 

synagogue doors were said to have beenrailed tight between 

services on a holy day, Isaacs was suspended. Members 

seoeded, Isaacs resigned and a new congregation immedie:tely 
1 

formed consisting of the secede rs. On \lune 2 • 1846, 

Reve:rand Ausel Leo succeeded Isaa.os at a salary of $1,000 .oo. 
In that yea.r the congrega,tion'a budget was $1,000.00 less 

2 3 
than its expenses. Mordecai M. Noah was its president. 

~h~ ~ha' §!:re ~§fill~.l'.!....Qongr~at ion 

21he new congregation formed 1n 1845 immediately 

engaged Reverand S. M. Isaacs, f'ormerly of B 'nai Jesh11run. 

At the beg1nning worship was condu.oted at 67 Franklin ;3treet. 
4 

There Isaacs preached i.n English at lea.st on.oe ea.chimnth. 

1. The Occident 
2. ib • 
3, ib • 
4. 111. 

Vol. 3 pp 209-211, pp 258-260, 304 
Vol. 3 pp 214-215 
V:ol, 1 p 514 
Vol. 3 pp 210-211 
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The congregation had completed the construction of their 

synagogue building in August of the year 1847. The new 

structure built at a oost of $30,000 was said, at the time~ 

to have been the finest synagogue edifice in the country. 
1 

Rev. s. M. Isaacs was its spirit,ual head and Louis Levy its 
2 

president where the new building was being erected. 

At its consecration the sum of $3,000. was collect-
3 

ed. The various ra.b."is of the community were present at the 

aea.i,cation ceremonies and Rev, Ellis Lyons of congregation 
4 

Beth Shalom of Richmond, Virigina, attended the funct:t.on. 

A Ladies Benevolent Society, attached to Sha'a.re 

T'efilla, was formed before the year 1850. Mitzvoth were not 
5 

sold. 

The Sha'are Tefilla, like the B'nai Jeshu(~n synagogue, 

formed its membership from among German and I!1ast European Jevvs 

vvho were glad to have the Ashkenazio ritual rather than that 

used by the Sephardim in oongregation She'erith Israel. As 

the number of German Jews in New York City increased, however, 

the opportunity ca.me to :form a purely German congregation. T'he 

Anshe Ohesed synagogue resulted from that opportunity. 

------------------1. Occident 4, pp. 508-509 
2. " 5, p. 223 
3. II 5, Pe 221 
4. ti 5 p. 219 

' 5. " 5, p,, 461-462-224 

.£ii 
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In the year 1840 the Anshe Chesed Congregation 

composed of German Jews, ln existence at least ten years, 

consecrate cl a synagogue on Henry Street. It had only a 
J_ 
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Hazan until the yes.r 1845 when it secured the services of one 
2 3 

Rabbi Hecht who vvas later succeeded by Rabbi Herman ]1elsenkeld. 

Rabbi Max Libienthal led the congregation from about the year 

1848 until 1850. He was not listed as Rabbi of the congrega-
4 

tion in 1845 or in 1847. 

Anshe Ohesed joined the two other German Jewish 

congregations, both located on Attorney Street, after the 
. 5 

year 1847. This act proba.b ly did transpire before then be-

cause it appears that the merger took place after Lib ienthal 

became the head of Anshe Chased. The Rabbi conducted separate 

services in each of the three synagogues and preached in one 

each week until, in 1849, he resigned, also, from .h:i.s position 
6 

as rabbi of Anshe Chesed~ 

EmB,nuel 

Because of a "broader view of the regui rements of 

thewe religion than obtained" in. New York City a group of 

German Jews, sometime before 1845, estabJ.j shed tl1e ttCul tus 

------------------
1. Pub. Vol. 9, pp. 99 ... 99 .. 97 
2. Occidents, p, 214 
3. Occident 5, p. 412 
4, cf. last two references. 

thal was in charge of 
5.Pub. Wal. 9, P• 99 
6. ibid 

It ha.s been satd that Rabbi Lib ien
the congregation in 1845 cf. Pub~Vol.9 

pp.'.J9 
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Vere in" when this society had enrolled t.hirth three members, 

it was converted on April 6, lf345 into a regular congregation 
1 

which was given the name Emanuel. A room was soon rentea at 

the corner of Gra,nd and Clinton Streets which served as synagogue. 

The ritual was "altered to meet the views of the congregation." 

A choir sang, Ut1t the men sat in the front seats and the women 
2 

in the rear of the auditorium, German hymns were used in the 
3 

services on July 6, 1845. 

The congregation and its members were poor. At its 

second meeting only ~P28.25 was coJ.lectea from 38 men, an average 

of less than seventy one cents from each. Only one contribution 

exceeded $1.37 and there were two subscriptions of twenty five 
4 

cents each. 

Leo Merzbacker ( or Meizbach) was the first mini$ter of 

Emanuel and G. M. Cohen its first cantor a "Sexton and secretary" 

was also employed. The sale,ry of each Merzbacker· .and Cohen was 

$200. per year (surely not a livable wa.ge). These sale,ries were 

supplemented by small fixed fees paid to the oongregs,t ion's 

spiritual leaders for performitigmarriage ceremonies amd funerals. 

T'he sum of $2. 00 was paid the minister for each funeral he con

ducted and $1.00 a(1ditional was granted when he was required to 
5 

delivery a eulogy. 

1. Ster,n, M., History of Temple :mmanuel, New York 
2. lb id p. 15 
3, ibid PP~ 21-22 
4. ibid P• 17 
5. Stern pp. 18-20 

pp. 13-14 
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The congrega:t ion s·truggled along. its dlncome amoun·t

ing to about twenty per cent less than its expenses of $1520.27 

during its first year of existence. A cemetery was purchased 

:for $600. When in 1847 purchase of a new temple was being con

aiderea which, finally was purchased, the directors of the 

congregation reported to the members that the sum of $15,000. 

was asked, that $13,000 could buy it and that $12,000 be offer--· 

ed for the building. Only $600 was paid in cash when it was 

bought. Members were able to contri1Jute only $150 but they 

loaned the congregation $3,480 and the Zion Lodge of the. Inde

pendedt Order B'rai B' rith loaned the congregation the sum of 
1 

$1,700, 

The congregation had no pres:tdent at first. I, Or

tnen.hoefer was its first chairman and I. Rosenbourg the first 
2 

treasurer. There was a boa.rd of Directors each of whom in turn 
. 3 

aoted as ohe.irman for a period of three months. 

The congregation l3' rai Isarel composed at first of 60 

members, most or t:1.ll of whom were Dutch Jews, conseora.ted its 
4 

synagogue on \iVilliam Street on May 20, 1847. As we have else ... 

where observed, Rev. s. a. Noot was the rabbi. 

1. Steln 
2 • II 

" 
YI 

PP• me-21 
pp. 27-28 
P!1l. 18 
p. 25 



Before the structure was completed the congregation had ac .... 

quired furnishings for the new synagogue ana had seoured a 
1 

cemetery on 95th Street. Vie have elsewhere considered the, 

educational and philanthropic activities of this congregational. 

Nothing need be added concerning the congregational 

life of She'erith Israel. We have fully considered its ad

mimistrative organization, its educational activities and its 

phil@.nthropic enterprises. No important changes occurea in the 

synagogue's policies b e:eore the middle of the nineteenth cen-

tury for the Portuguese element was always strong enough to direct 

thoi:10 polieies in its customary manner. When the dissat:i.sfied 

persorts b ece,me sufficiently numerous as we have seen. t:.he'y with

arew and ,formed new synagogues the policies of which were con

genial to them. By the year 1850 the Germans had ·their synagogues, 

(flhe East J~uropean Jews wordh1ppea in their way and among people 

to whom they were accustomed; the liber~;1,l mi.naea created a J!feform 

synagogue: the Dutch Jews had their own place of worship. She'

erith Israel remained the S'lme e.ssentia.lly as it had been two 

htir.tdred ye~;1.rs ea.rlier; better organized, stronggr ln members and 

weal th 1 house a in a splena id structure, lt st ill oontinued at 

once the oreatmr and the witness of two hundred years of con~ 

struotive history in Mew York City. 

l. Occident Vol. 5, p. 370 
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