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The primary purpose of this essay is to show Efodi's 

pos1 tion as a commentator of the J.loret on the basia of 

Chapters l to 70. The plan of the essay is &a follow•: 

A. Biogxaph1cal introduction and background. 

l. B1etor1cal Backgxound. 
2. Efodi's Life. 
3. ?fodi'a Works. 

B. Methodological background of Efodi'e commentator
ial Activity. 

l. Efod1 • a Aim. 
2. Classification of Exegeses and SUiplee. 
3. Ria Knowledge and Scope. 

0. Analyses of three Chapters on Attributes 

Uaimon1dean text with Efodi 1 a comment in Hebrew.t in 

English. Demonetrat1on of hie 11~fluence on Shem Tob, Abravanel 

and crescaa and hie dependence on Shem Tob ralaquera, J oseph 

ibn Caspi ana Moses Narbonne . 
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Spain is ,ne of tne g rea t centers of Jewish acnieve• 

ment. Wit:i r espec t to conte;:iponi.r:,· livin£ to participation 

i n tne cultur~ of thei r time and tneir secul ar- cultural 

ac~ievement - - it may be r,~t above Babylon and Polana. Inde~d , 

the achieremente of t he J ews in Spain of t:ie middle agee can 

compare very favorably with their ac tivity in the emancipated 

enlic1..:it.,rned Cercany of t!le nineteenth century. After Pa lestine 

and Babyl on , Spain c~n be called t ne taird horueland of 

t ne Jews . The re was even a Jewi sa tradition t:i!l. t t :1ere were 

Jews in Spain in Solomon' s time. I n aha.lf ir.illenium • be

tween t ne begi nning of toe elevent!l and toe e~d of t~e 

fi f tee nta - - t h e dr&Ula of Spdnisa-Jewieh history is played. 

There is firet t:1e develo pme nt of Jewish culture t o epleodid 

hei rrhta, the g r owth of Scienti;ic r esear.::u , t!le finest fl.:>wer 

of p ·1iloeo phi .::"t.l speculation, t:1e glori ee of neo - :iebraic poetry. 

Pollowing upon this radiance - - a total dull ness - - a spiritual 

e ta,.: na t ion and decay in all t nese ep:ierea. 

The deat:1 of l!ailno ni:i ! I: marked t he bei._: i nning of tne 

decline. The power of tne papacy began to spread and tae 

na l cyon days of Span i !'h- Jewi s .1 hie t ory were past. The oppres

sion of t he churc!l destroyed t :ie opportunities far ind ~pendent 

inte llectual a c tivity, A deep despai r and a dull supineneae 

settled upon tbe nitherto creative and orig inal intellects. 

7rom the t llirteent11 century on t he sole aim of the Jews in 

Sp~in was to conserve t:iat wnica they already poss essed . 

Ta e refore translsti one and c ommentar ies mul t iplied . ~urtaer

more , ieystic specula t ions, n,µmerolo~ and astrology supplanted 



jhilos opby and it ie characteristi c of toe time that it 

occupied itself greatly with nn Ezra's puzzles and ob~curi

ties but neg lected and even condemned J!aimonidee• YoT.en and 

Seffr l&a-~adda.~ The fragmentarineee and romantic obscurity 

or I~n Ezra "appeal ed to t he shallowneae of tnie retrograde 

gene ra tion'' (Graetz). The few thi nkers who did aris e occaaion

a.lly after l!aimonides ' death did not s eek new pathe but trtM 

guardedly in tae old - or went aetra13. There are only a 

few men wno kept a free and independent spiri t, wao by virtue 

of tlleir cle&.r and sober vision could see beyond t ~e f lat

ne ss of the i r ti me and woo endeavored to wield a benef icial. 

inf luence on tne maeaee. Thinkers like Geraonidee.Tgbonae 

and Creecae are a welcume exception to their t i me. 

There i a one man of tais period whom Jewis~ history 

hae not yet suffici ently recognized . who by virt ue of his 

progr~eeive mind. hie free and enligh tened viewpoint. hi s 

many ~ided erudition and talents deserves to be mentioned 

in the company of t ne rew luminous epirite mentioned above. 

T_1i e man ie the grammarian. exegete, hiatoria.n, astronomer, 

philoeophical commentator and polemist par excellence 

Profiat !>uran - usually known simply as Efodi. 

Toe year 1391 characterized by Jewi sh historians 
ff I 

by the ominous lrJr ~ which had such bloody consequences 

for moat jewish commanitiea in Spain was also to be disastrous 

• Hiret tnere wae a siDlUltaneous interest in both tnese men. 
Tnue Levy ben Abra.ham of VilleFranche and Jediah Bederai gave 
bo th their allegiance. Later on Kaimonidea wae neglected. 
Thus Iba Caspi and Narbonne complain ot tne neglect of 
Kaimonidea~ s tudies. Efodi combines alleg iance to both. 

C 



,f>f Efodi, Till now hatred of tne Jews !lb.d been sec ret and 

found violent expressi0n only rarely, Jews still nad tne 

o~portuoity of acni evin~ fB.llle and c~reers and as finan -

ciere and phyeician3 to ~ing s and persons of impor tance 

of exercising real influenc e. cut slo~ly oppressive legisla

tion vegan to be directed aeainst tnem. In 1354 a meeting 

to uk place in Barcelona under t~e chairmanship of R. Nissim for 

tile purpose of coneide::-ing means to combat t ile antisemitism of 

monks . It proposed several all eviatory measures to tne pope. 

This appearance of unity and strength was shortly after die -
,~11 ! .l ' 
~ d.wll,,'Fhtt..r-v,as followed by one of tne saddest trag edi es 

of t n e Diaspora, The we~k rule of t ~e eleven year old ~enry l!I 

wn ~ ca:r.e to t ne tn::-one in 1390 was u nable to keep i n leash 

the f uries of tne Jew - haters. In Seville the poisonou5 tong u e 

of a fanatical priee t , Fernando Mart inez, so envenomed t he 
/.) 'f / (,. I-',; 

populace t:iat on June 6 , 1931, a massacre of the Jews took 

place. From Seville t~e bloody pereecutione spreud to all 

par ts of Spain and s o:in similar o:.itbrea!:.e oc ::urred in s eventy 

cities. Sla\lrinter and co nversion de ~i lIIAted tne great communi• 

ties of Spain • Cordova , Toledo, Barcelona, Palma, Aecelona, 

~evil l e , Perpejuan and Gerena. Accordi ne to Za ~uto, in 

200 , 000 Jews were converted, 8.lllong tnem physicians, rabbis, 

p oe ts , etc . Amon£ t~ese was a scion of tne famous Abravanel 

family and Rabbi Solomon ~a.Levi of Durg os , wno later b ecame 

bistlop under t~e name of Paulus de Santa Maria. 

Tne fate of forcible convereion al~o overtook E~odi. 



He waa like so many of~:~ contemporaries, an 

It appears t.Jat after :ii E' conversion he went into 

hidini£ or avoided the society of nis f ellows. ! ,,c f ~ ,,,, ~ ~ ,-Ir 

'.!-"'" >e)'f"' ,r,jl Cf,,,"' 71".:, 1 .; "!) JI ,,,e,-;, and f urther f VOP? . -,,.
1

."·~ ~''::juJI• 

Tilat he really d id una ergo cor,ve re ion is established almost 

incon trovertibly by t~e dirge. The deat~ of tae rigateous 

atones - t oe rabbis taugh t ( 

as t :1e e phod ? lc>td atones for i:!olatry ,,,~ Drlll½ ,, .. 
(wa i c:1 exp l ai ns hi s n!l?!le ) . Tlle deatn of the rabbis of Gerona 

and all ot11ers w,10 died f or t :1e eanctification of tae o ... me 

is a s a s11ie ld for t 11e remnant 11ai.:: ,1 i s left . Fer:1.1:1.ps t oo 

-t~ey come before God and interc ede for their people. 

He tnen cites a Talmuai~ passage (Menaaoth 53 ) 

to prove t11.at one wno bo r e tne sis;n of c ircui::i~iei oo t :1ou~h 

es tr~ng ed f r om his peopl e was yet a Jew, and refers espec • 

ially lo t :1ose w .10 nad been c oerced in t o '.:.:u-i stianity • 

ostensibl y at leae t. Jewis~ converts to Christianity were 

not rei;arded with eepecial a ffec t i oo by their former co 

reli~ ionis t s . Yaimonides had already etriven against t ~ie 

and nad written nis 

de eply obeeesed by tne convi.:tion that t~ose who nad been 

compelled to adopt ~hrietianity were not enti rely cut off 

frrym t heir people. The pl i g ht of tnes e converts wae pitiable • 

de~piFed by tne Chrieti~ns and hated by Jews -- conscious 

alwa.:, s of taeir dejection -- t ~ey were very unhappy. From 

re~ponsa of Isaac b. Sh eehet. Simon b. Zemacn and Solomon 

Duran, t 1e conau c t of toe Jews to tne Marao noe appea~s to nave 

1 I.,.. E'r-<'- . f ..,._ lc.1i.-.> . fL ~ ~ ~ f-' ~ J..,,._.~ ---.. I- rl., ~ 
Q ~ L.:- .,_ !I... f-,.,,.._l ,f i.,:.~ ., r....., 6., ~ ~ /J"1ft,-,( ~ ,.....,. ~ tV J.... ~ - • 



been cruel and r igorous, 

(,err ~ I' ~ :, )• ,r;F O) ':J ,, 
:-\ VH·1 r:\,r- ,,-.11P;) 

;) '> 
1-,, ,1 =r,) 

"And w:1eo tae promieed deliverance will come it 

wi 11 include a ll of t:ie eeed of Abra.a.am bot:1 those over 

whom the fate ~f conversion overtook and t:1ose wao 
" 

remained Jews ( y .:,I r.' t , p t?I 

ths.t in all •ne pr~vi ous exile s (of 3gypt, Babylon, etc . ) 

ma ny Jews receg~d but were not re~arded as s trangers by 

tnoee w~o remained failnful, So now, toe, if any J ew be

cause he feared for nis life, adopted Christiani ty ~e was 

neve 1'tneless sti 11 part uf lliS people . ,,, ~ ;:,,? 1<91,.,.? J~ ,_r., /i ,. r,, ,- Ir ·' ~:"l 
fiu:. .J,l~r 

-, ., ~, ',1 rr' rr., N ,,,J, ., t, )iH II\ _)' \~::, 111 i) ~ .,1~c'" ~ •J~, 

·~-· ,,, • ., ; 7/1 I:, IP,, J,r ,. .;n ,;,Ir 
, I((.> II/:, ~'>-°"'I p?f '..)Ji) j " 

,afG_J ,-,f , ,:, ~ F p:;, 'M' 
(~ ) ,. f, " ,,.. L, ,. ,,Q.J,i ) 

The ve r e.e ( Deu t . 32, 43 ) ,. 7 I;> l,r,( , 't,i. ~'..I.,"' 

.., i),:,I 
t j' I (1,, ,. ilJ I pl 1' I hp-{ 

) f> l-"1qJr j,-, 3 I 

he in t ~rprets t:'lUS : Let t nose ;v:10 are called Goyim rej o L::e 

/11,) tnose of t he people who nave mixed wit.n the 

Gentilee, b e cause t he blood of 31s servants s~ed in sancti !ica
He 

tion of t:1e oame~will avenge. Vebgelioce will come on tne op-

preseors of his people 'o__Jl1, ) ancl w!'len tney (tne apostates) 

return to tue ! and (o f Israel ) tneir sloe will be forgiven • .,t..i 

Later he says: "So we t:1e inheritors of tne Torah 

will certainly nut exchange it for eometjin~ elee~~ccept 

apparently or o utwardly, Some time we may be able to do tne 

: 



reverse -- to bring the otner nat i ons ove r to our reli~ion -

openly not surreptitiously ," f il,-.i,, ,1, 1 

Not al l converts ncwever cherished t n ie love for 

J uda i em in tneir hearts, nor did all s nare nis desire for 

ret-ur.)i ng to i1is people . l!aey were slad at t:ie opportunity 

to embrace the new faith and tne opportunities for eocial 

advancement that it entailed. Many gained advan c ement at 

t ne expenee of th eir former corel i gioniats , They curried 

favc r by harassing ue Jews and exposing their weaknesses. 

l'a ey became i mbued with tne desire to convert t ile Jews to 

their ne~ fait:i a nd were responsi~le for grea t mi ecnief to 

the .Tews. Pref••~ f ,,~• -.s•f ti.., f, ri '" f"'~f ....J f-. P~uL IJF Bu!fGGJ "f 
I{.~ - ~ "f ,.r....- ,_:,J....U' .......rsl..r.•~ 

f 



I s ~~c , eon 01 &Osee Ha Levi , surnaLed Profiat Du11n, 

~as to r n i n C~talcnia (1) a nj cer ~aps li ved i t Fero i g~~o. 

Ir: the Lur&r, cf Reuter: f.onf e:: r. e is callej ..-hich 
( 

v, -::,J l ~ make r. im a na tiv e o ! ... e l :-uei t ~· Eie: parents :nay ba ve co .ne 

fr: 1. ;:io.;th F1ance - .l,3 .i te ~.el~ueii·. Eis :irt:-.:;lace is r.ot kr:o ~.n . 

ne i s ce llei 

'?11:. ) rea5s ;••)~'""' G••c)~o a:1::i s uo:oe-;0e t ~. ~ 113.tter o i:::e c'.):-

u••~ /,,e) ;;:: j t::at :: - t:: sn:;i.:.l:: ::e 1e:-,.:- Profi'=: . 

~=cFE ' ~. ~7?) !~~ite t ~a t Pe roi€n3L is ~e~tio~ej onl y ~ere ~cd 

~~ -~~= ? e lse , ? :1~ ar. , t i e ~~rse , in a~ot ~Pr olace J acoc ~r-::> oh4~a e 

t~s ::ePn ~ritten J! coc 

l i v f ..: :> t F- " r o ~ ~ r, s rt a r i 1 e , :. r .. :: , ::: e t !'l:. t i $ v. ~- e :-e .. P ·:. ~ s c,o r:: . 

T:-. iz f .3 .. 1.il Du3:: 01i : i -:, ted in Fro,.re:-.ce t-c.~ !l.";::e t : at oi;:-

( ] ) 

T~is is Lore l itel; t ~an 

~z-,::e ·r.a r.n, ~- : , cor.,jecti..res :in t::e ca sis o : ::- ,._s . (i::::: l. 
s..:s!:P'') t ··.:\ t ::e ·1,:,;s :... :i r ::i i r. C'c:-::cva, '"a!.:::: is :nore l i:<e l J 
t:-:H. t:-.e f: ,:,·1er.c ? l F<:rc i •::a:. o:· ~e lzu.eir. After 1:,;1 :.e leit 
C.,,t~ l cr. ia :1r.-5 s e t t le: ir. :;:-.e .: ~ ~r.cse cities - ·r.e .. ce t .. e a ;:,
cel l:!tion i::i rte ~ S f . T~e c~ ief reaso~ is teat t e kfie~ Arati c 
t ut c i1n't Itr, c~spi, icr e ya,npl F. , :c.o,, Arabic? 

,~•,~(,, ~ecan . 9 . 741, re~a1ks t::at t ~e r ea t i nl ~lreacy 
;:: i ver. -;.. ; Cukes : s t r.e 0.:-.L· co'!.rf;:: r ea -,ir,~ . T .. e Ji :,an c f 
2 - 1::.1.:>:. =: -:'!'l ie: .:: : r.t::L.s a l ett': r 1, it :-. • :Jl l :, v,in,1 :>oi.:-r3on : 

1,.,. .,,, ,r p•~· hM , ,i)11.1 11~ ,,,,fr,. .,. .. c,.., 'Gt •,,,., - ,~,,,, r,;..,., ,.-,.r 
~s~ . ==:1 . l~C4 ,2C cat ~ c . ~?2 - ' 
~ l0E£ .... .., . ~::,E 

• ~a y~ e · t ~as at ? ~1oi . naL ina t te e :5~ur Lej p r eoara torr to 
leaving for F! lestine: 

/ 0 



Han:: ~er ; E!oo i - i1s.,se £foe . o . 1-.) 

Eo-.r. r:ar.e;; f :01ist a:-. :: Cur?r. ooint 1·a t:er to a fre .ch 

::or:-. in Ca"talon ia 1·,r.ic: v,.::..il :: ce cor,sor.ant t.it:, Eonfed ' e rer -, 

T~e) Ti3f n&v e come to Soain in t ~e 

i! Je~e . i.pj tnere . 

1 :J ~- 0 1.:-.E"r . • 3CC'!t'C:..!- . C~-. ~:-! . 2.14 
;.: ~: . . ::Ll. n -;- s.:, 



Efodi, a Cata lon1an, was born in thebeg1n~1ng of 

the- second balf of the fourteenth century. The year of bia 

birth is nowneres inn ioated. At the beginning of the second 

cha.pter of bia Kelimat Hagoyim ( , , '~;'\ .11 .. ,f~-., woich was composed 

in 1397 be remarKs 

fromlhicb we gatner toat nia youth wae already past.• 

But little 1a known of hie early life as only a few 

biogr~pbical items a re certain . It used to be tnougbt that 

oe went to a Yesntb&h in Germany i n bia youth. But tha t tact 

bas been impu~ned,•• 

• Attempts have been made ~t unsuocesafully to determine the 
exact date of bis tirtb by using two verses which occur 
at the cl ose of h18 e pis t le to Bon•t 1- ~--r l'i'IJ'~'"' ~'"' 

;,.)t, l' h t,-t ,( ,-~ ''-"_) 11 11 ,l ,~I< id -"' ~-..,._ 

{which would g ive bis age at the time of the writing ( ,.,,.,l,r ,., . .,. 
of t be epistl e) and v i.., o·e 1 ,r;, ;> ' ;> • ,) .,,r'( 1-1 I' ,.,t, '-
(wh ich would give the year according to the Cbr1a t ian 
calend&r). The first ve rse 1s lacki ng i n mos t manu
scripts , and the date g iven by the second is uncertain. 
The epistle wae writt en after 1391 and before 1397 
s ince it 1B mentioned in the ,,•11-;, ,,..,-1,(::, Cb. 6. 
If ,re. I in the second v:i rse written a bove equals 
366 and if you add 30 years to 1366 wh i ch 1e the com
monly accepted period of Jesus• life, lEfodi himself 
gives to1s period in cA-- ,, ,. .,p .,.. ,(:, ) 
then toe a.ate for the epistle would be 1396 . The 
year of Efodi's birto would th~n be about 1376. See 
Friea1e.nd.er,Kobn's introo.uc t1on to 1be Kaase, Efod p . 3,45. 

'o/"''" trS. Back in linte r & ifirisc he, V,3 , p. 671, remarks tha t 
since he bad a ph1los opn1cal correspondence.-1..th & pupil 
bef ore 1391 , the aate of hie birth can't be much after 
tne middle of t he century. See below under •saaller 
work• - 1 Thres Reaponsa . • 

•• At the beginning of the se cond o ba.pte r of 
occurs the verse: 

This occurs only in t he Vienna Ms . but au. 

~ , 1
1 . ., ,v,,,f, 
:,./,.;,? "''•U·' 

others hav~,,,c v ir ' '!J.:, ~l( /1 '.I- '?" ..,,?'2'? ,,.J,;,.;> 

See Posne.nslci - Ha-l z of :P_. V. 4, p. 126 



Efod1 was probably not v~ry happy witn the then ruling s ystem 

lla.ase Efoo., p. 4 - Cell=I:- ~e MePeh p&1Ssio11). The ~r1d1ty 

and inanity of those st~~ies did not sati sfy b im who sough t 

tue knowled~e of pbilo,opby and the sciences , In bis leisure 

be read the Kuea.ri of Jebuda Ralevy and the •Guide• of 

Maimonide o ~r,d despite ~t.e prohibition of his t eachers 

(Introu. !)• 25 ) he obeyed toej.it i111pulsea. The many activi t i es 
pursu it 

a.nd literary })rocil.;ctior.& c,f cur a uthor t eatj fy ,o hie ci111gence in,i<~ 
I..:. N 

and success i n attainment of his aim. No othe r fc.et is k~c~n 
' 

a bout hi~ until his ccnversion . 

The year 1391 ;j 1, 
1 :'11 was a monstrous yea.r f or 

tne Jews of Spain, Ei tber ueath or conversion was for ceu. upor, 

them; whole OOWIJWli ties wer~ 'baptieeo forcibly, Efo~i too wae 

forced to undergo conversion and he becaAie an b!.JI' like so 

~o.r. } cf his contempora.ries, Q.1Kl-6n~y--A--r-&~-as sa,oed becattee 

o~i.ganc.t o:· tte -Iew. in .reoitin6 Pae.iws . (IKaBe E!od, 

~ ) lla,ny o.oubte !:ave been expr~dodd 11.;; to Efo,li •s ccn-

vers1011 but there ia suff iciant avili~r:ce t o count~rvail 1t . • 

• She~ Tobin bis co11:1tentary to the epistl~ an~ Isaac lkrisbh 
in hie 1ntro~uot1on t o toe epistle speak of his conv~rsion, 
Gedaliab Yanya i n speaks of Efodi' a apostasy 
and return , Sa.bb&t&. in ,.,Je,, '""e, Jebiel in ✓"''~.-, , :;,o 
Heilprin i n /" '? /? 1' Geiger in f 'J "" ,,r., p,101 , 
deny this. De Ross i-Dictionary , speaks of conversion, p .260, 
and states that Efod 1 hi msel f r efe r • to i t in his introduc
tion to tbe Grammar , See Fr1ed.landertKohn Introd . p. 4 , 
41 n.13 . In his a irge upon Don Abraham Ha.Levi appear• the 
very clear statement . s,o. ~6,,, f,;,7-f wJ~ "' t,,,_, ..... .,.. tl....J+. 

The par~gr apb before the last 1n the ipist le r efers t o the 
conversion too - though only indirectly. 



In order to return to Judaism be arranged with his 

friend (l) David Bonet Ben Giorno (2)~ 8o"/$olt•~ /ii; /? G'j/f 1!:, ) 

who bad alao become forcibly converted, to migrate to Pales tine 

t eoause living a Jewish life would t e easier there and be

cause the ground of Palestine could g ive atonement for 

idolatry (Dirge on Abraham Ba Levi - printed with Grammar, p. 

195). Efod1 set out firs t, expecting Davia to join him pres

ently - probably at Perpignan whence Maimonides too had em

barked for Palesti r e. But his friend did not arrive. (3) 

Paul of Eur~os had met him and pereua.ded him to remain in hie 

new faith ar.ci David sent a lette r to Profi at urging hi~ to do 

likewise and pra1Bing bis new faith. (4) The answer to this 
fa,,..0115" 

was the eat1rica1 epistl e. 

1tf>: {l) Acc. to Ma. Munich No .. H5,7. Renan Les Ecrivaine :r11,r-s p.~6) 

(2) 

(3) 

( 4) 

Davio Bonet Bongoron afte r his conversion in 1391 assumed 
the n8.llle of Maestre Eonet Bongoro~. In tne text of the 
ep18tle t.be name appears /., 1,1, jl;:, but in Shem Toe's co!L-
mentary it is g iven ae 11 Ir ·11 P • It has been conjec-
tured that his fatber was Jacob Poe1, t.be as t ronomer 
(Steinsch- Cat Bodl. p,2117; Graetz VIII , 94 &nd 409) 
He thus carr1ed according to the then prevalent usage the 
names of nla father (Bonet Bon~oron) aml his grandfather/D~••.P) 
His father bad lived in Perpignan and David rrAy nave lived 
tnsre or1g1na11y. but later be certainly lived 1n Catalonia. 
Gross, p. 471. 

Posnansii 1oc, cit - saye fro c1 Av ii..non ... I don't know •by. 
Shelli Tob says be Wai tad a day a ana. -Ak.riach two A,-,0" ~~"'•sr~ 1--r t0 i.,,,, 

stages of the Jo urney. l..t ~ ,-LJ
E"~ ,.,.... ~1 AV1t1<,r 

The letter of David ls not extant. 
~ ,.,_...,.'.t·, re.11;.:w i....... ,u..,J ~ M,.... ~ . ~ ~ ........ ...t ( F,.,_...-.., 

~ ,....._ t. l... r ~ 'i.... ~ ~ - q,,.) ~ .. s ..r......J ,_µ., 1-----
~ r,..,.. , ~ ~ J,c,.:..:.~ ~~ w.~~. P,..~111·• .. <£ rl.. 

~ "' tt. s..;r;...,....e ~ '2 ~ P~ lo ~ 1 ~ ..: n... 1-<...,J rb.e.4 1 fl.. ~J. u.J:..., 



Rothing furthe r ia known of the l ife of our author 

nor is the date ana ciroumatanoe of bis death known. Graetz 

says tha t he m&nageo. to make people for get bis baptism and 

settled down quie tly i n Spain or Perpignan where he eommenta~!d 

Maimonides and Ibn Ezra and wrote other works . le do not know 

if he went to Palestine or no, but at the time of the oom

pos 1tion of the gra mmar, 1403, he was again Jew. In speaking 

of tha neglec t of the holy language, he says tha t aeoerding to 

the Talmllli the GalJ.ileana had been guilty of auo.b i enoranoe and 

t heref ore it waa t hat the law aian•t prosper among them. That 

waa also the reason why Iara.el waa unhappy, despised and exiled 

and why it changed its reli5ion so often. It •as ignorance 

which caused blaspheming against God's naine - and be adds 

J\-i';/ , ..,p.,Q ~ , ;, Q .t:)rl ,.,1.1/ which i s interpr eted as a 

referenoe to the ori~in of Christianity . •And perh&p• that 

was meant by the s tatement*The 0all1leana did not heed: 

because thos~ people were Gal 1ileans, i. e . , Christiane• -

'and •bat bave I with t be& ~(llaase Efoa . p. 40) whi ch refers 

to contemporary events. 

perbape he was still ~live ln 1409 because a document 

of St . Paul TrJ ls cna t eaux (Gross - Mona t eschrift 1ae2 , p. 499) 

menti ons a Christian convert from Judais m I SAQUET0S PR0fIAT 

J UDAgus. If thi s ie our Isaac Prof 1at i t ap9eara be was 

tbvught t o be a Christian. After 13~7 he called bi meelf Ef od. 

we have seen tha~ by 1403" he bad already returned to 

Judaism - perbape already in 1396 •1th the composition of the 

!piatle. 

,.. · :l,...:. . i,. , £..114,.,J, "'-o:J /f-{._~~ 1 1t.. ~ -i,~ j ..... ...._., 1,,~+t..J ............ ...-1 

~ ~ v....r.....1. .... ~ ~ 11,., 1,.~ 1- .,c;, ..... • • c .\. . .. ...... ~ , -.. • ) , 
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Graetz bas conJectu.red t hat Efodi waa the author of 

the account of the persecutions of Vincent Ferrer of 1412 used 

b / usque. But t nis is extremely conjec t ural, 

solo~on Bonfed includes 10 his Duran accounts of the 

d isputation at Tortosa 1413-1414. we have mentioned above the 

letter i n the Ms, vf the ouran i n which he speaks of bis rela

t ive Koestro Profiat. But we have no means of knowing when 

this Let ter was written~ 

I n 1413 a diaoiple/ of Ef.xii, the Gramtllari~n, J oseph 

H, Jehudah Zark came to Yehiel b. MATTATHIAH DA PI3A at Florence 

with a n e~egy. (Oassieto ;p. 302) . 

The acc ount seems t o indi cate that Ef~di sti l l lives. 

Wi th rega rd to a place of his dwelling, all the diffi

culties have been enumerated above. But 1i be was the teacher 

of Creecae• faa.ily it is clear that he had to be living i n Spain 

and not in proven~e. Furthe r in his preface t o the g rammar be 

speaks of 01mse lf as l iving in Spain. {In recol!Lllenoing works by 

Jewish Scholars he cnoose s those tnat are conc i se and make& de 

mands on the reader . 

;-,~ f. y;> p':.)'H ~ 

Efod1, out unfortunately be does not i ndicate the source. I n 

" 
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Gli Ebrei A Firenze , p. 302, he ie speaking of the fame of 

Jehiel da Pisa which had spread beyond the limits of hie own 

city, and he goes on to say "The gralD!llarian Prophiat Duran 

Ephodt had toe occasion tv speak the praises of Jehiel to hie 

pupil Joseph ben Jehudah Zark t he poet, who came t o Pisa in 

1413 and wought the hospital vf Jebiel. While the re, he 

composed verses in ois honor.• 

Efodi was still alive in 1413. 

Thii wou ld indicate that 



It is not known what occupation Efodi followed, 

It aee:1a almost certain tiu.t he was not a rab~i. From E:fodi's 

resp oni> t' (1391 and _perri ~ps e;. . .:-lier) it appears that hews.a 

a teacner and frow tne introduction (p . 17) to tne gra.omar 

(1, 03) tn~t ~e was tuto r in tne hous e of Crescas. One of 

his pup: ls wae Mei r Cres~as (Kalonynius). Otnera aren't 

known by name bu t one com1nenled on _;fodi 's answer to Crescae 

(MS. Vienna 32, 21 (Schwarz ) . Another made some remarks 

whi~h have been ~reserved (MS. Paris 1023 ) and one copied 

the dirg e for Abraham b. Isaac ~alevy (:od . de Roeei 835). 

Later on one of his pupils was Joseph b . Jehuda Zark , t~e poet. 

Efo• i was probably ~el l ci rcumst~nced.~ The refer-

ence to his servants by David Bonet ~entioned in the epistle 

would sugg est tnis. Again his panegyric of riches in t~e 

pref4c e to his gruunar (Rule Thirteen for Study ) and ,1is de 

li crht in aeetneticall:1 satisfy ing o'bjecta would s trengt:ie a 

t:1ie i:npreseion. Ke furtne r reu;arks adversely on t,1e tendency 

of con te .1tl oua rabbis t:, exc o,.,mu n i cat e t.'.le ri en . (Grammar, p . !:>. ) 

Prophiat Duran like his two friends, Don lleir 

klg uadez ar,d lloees '.:a rzal, is aleo reputed to nave been a 

phyai ,::iao. ::: ... rmoly - ,bstoire ci. es Medicine j ui fs ana 

Stei nsc~ne ider - Juediscne Aerzte, do not mention him. But 
• fl, 

Landau~ Gescn ic~ te derJudi!:cheo Arzte wl'K> dates Duran at 

ca 14 · 0 and supposes him to have emigrated to Palestint, 

.» Y.uiln ('1Efoc i 11 p.14) to.inks that the f;.ct that 3fodi was 
a tutor i ~dicated t :iat ne was in poor circuraetao.:::ea and 
praises nim on tna t ac count for hia coura~e in denounci ng 
the errors of nis ti111e, I don't tni nk eo. All of Efodi ' s 
responses are to • g rown up• studeots. 

,. 



J.E. under ~edic ine Ueeieval men tions Prophiat Dur~n as 

a physician , too . That is most readi l y concluded from 

the titl e Maestro wn i cn is nearly al~•s prefixed to hie 

name -- a title \'1hich ueual l y was applied t o physi cians 
Jl 

in Spain. 3fodi bri~s many il l ustra tions to the gram.mer 

from t,1at art and ex!lorts h i s pupils to study it . ( K.~ . 2 , 

17 , 43 , 140, Dirge 191 , 193 . ) ~ L c.,,. , I;J, J A~ ~ • 



r'l\0F1 ,._,- ~ 

Pre~~•at Durkn aas a very e>t~neive l • a•AiA~. Ke 

..mo~s the Bible tb.oroughly and tb.e Talmua too. He is acquain• 

teu 1•ith tb.e bes t co1mnentators on botl:l , Le. rt<Lsh1 , l.a:i::i. n .1.11e.s 

and lbn Ezra to the former and A.l.laei tne Toaafiete and Mai

monides to tae latter. ifo Knows ..ainor works lU:e Sl:leri:fa's 

"E.;>istl e,. a.nd Benja.:nin of Tudela ' s -rravel s . " In b.is special 

f ielae Ile t.Uovrs all t:i.e relevant aut:iorities . He knows J ewial:l 

pllilosopb,y well alt~ough he doesn ' t mention t he philosophical 

wor~s oi ~aadiu, Ibn Daud or Abrab.a.:i b. ~iyya; ~e .:mows t~e 

Arabic-Aristotelian .;>b.iloeophy thoroughly, i .e. is acquain ted 

witu half d dozen o: Ariatotle' s works ana with t he moat impor

t~nt works 01 tue Arat ic philosophers , He is thorou~hly versed 

in t!le science ol' ~ralMlar as we have seen above. lie <iraws 

many illustri:i.tions from medicine ana quotes from Gal en and 

Avicenna. He was also ~as ter 01 astronomy and llad the repu

t a tion oi oeinH ex.;:,ert in ~atnemat1cs. He was also conversant 

wi ta tile Uew Testa111ent ana tb.e patrist ic literature and late 

Chrietian writers like Peter LoJDburd anu l:icllolas de Lyra...,JVirJGfwr •F ~.;~ ... ,~ 

Duran also knew sever~l lang~es. Cbtalan and Latin 

ne certainly knew as evidenced by the r 'f·' ,.,,,f.:, who by several 

references in tile ~ramJ.Oar (p. 39 ,34.38,60,68,140 ). It Qleo 

a ,ipears 1 ro10 tne ref erences in the Gr a11111lc,.r t!lat he kne1v Art.bic. 

W:J.etner he knew Greek is uncertain , al t!lot..ie;h he re f ers several. 

ti:.oes to points of .::reek syntax (cf , above) 

Hie vers~Lility, his i luent s peech , 1 his wit ~ 

l.. Efodi 1 !.-l Hebrew style is quick and nervous. He writes 
clearly, easily and his eyntactjtal etr uctureyvery easy. 

~- Tilus his coU11.0ent on Je·nisn poet&. Jewish poets Cl.il fer l'rom 
tho9e of other nations in tha t they come by ~ra111mar naturaliy. 
Their utterances alwa.yll conior !.a to ,.>b.ilolot;; ical principles &nd 
toe f undamental principles of the lan6ua6 e w i t ::iout previous stucues. 



e staolisa him a s a clever and ta~ented if not very 6reat lllail . 

The Epistle is master piece 01 irony . ~ri>e l es oeeignt1. tes it 

ae t he moet successful prouuct i on in all Jewish pole~ical liter

ature. It is ~enuinely cl~ver, tnoro ugnly inforwed and deeply 

emotional . Hi s love i or "ords , hi e t endency to classify, mark 

tne analy t ical type oi mina - the philologian par excelience.1 · 

I n g eneral Efodi wgs a rationalist . In b is youth he 

bad been r epelled by tne narrowness of the r abb i nical l ea rnin~ 

and l 11e and haa. soug!l t wi der borizone. His adult works "ere 

al.L popular izations of va r ious s ciences - 3ibl ical p!l ilology 

and graUl!lla.r, calendob rapb.y, Maimonidean philosopl1y , etc. -

des igned to improve hi s contempo r aries. Yet ~fodi wa s not en

ti r ely free from tne vagari es of his t ime. He believed in a s

trology and was a 6reat student of Ibn Ezra . Thu11 tie be lieved 

t aat the Ineffable l~ame ( Q~1~11 :i pl,) cou.ld be used to wor k 

wonders and produce mi r a cles {Gram. , . 90- 91 ) t h~t six is a 

J erfec t nwnber a nd tna t is wb.y Hebre\f nas e i .x. conj ui;a ti one 

( ;, . 61)) th.at t nere are twenty- two letters in t he a lphabet for 

t he t we l ve cons tellations c.nct the ten spaere a, or t llat !'rod 

t e.~:it Hebrew to Adain, .i:.ve and the s erpent ( p . S•J) . Tllen he 

a l:; o oelievee t!lat sc.cri1 i,:es have superna~ural potencies and 

attributessome of the miseries 01 the Diaspora to the cessation ...• 
01 sacritices (Dircle} . 

l. Tlle:.e anai.ytical quali tie s of mind mus t have raade him a 
very ~ood teacher as they made him a good p opularizer. To 
complete t he 9ic ture ol' tlle cultured, and clever writer vie 
must also re,oerober h is aes t ae tic _pre f erenc es f or beaut iful 
syna~oguee and t uneful melodies a nd handsome books. etc . 
(p . 19 • -'.1. Gra,runar ) 

:v 



In several pl aces of bis g r ammar E1'odi evinces a 

mar ked anti-ra tionalistic or a t least anti - philoeopaical ten

dency . Hi s inter~retation c£ the Section in the Guide Bk . 

Ill Cb. 51, already alluded to, eatubliallee t be eu~eri ority 01 

students of Jewis h l ore to those of pbilos optiy. 1 (Gra!D , 9.1-a j 

.Fol lowing Maimonides and go ing even f urther ae re

marks tba t every true and establ ianed proposi tion in the 

p:iilosopuy of tne Greeks was t aKen from tbe Jews. liow t :ien 

asks ~1odi, can we say t hat M. thinks Greek pbilosofby so i m

porta nt 11 ne bi~eel f contr~dic ted and opposed it on so many 

points - especially in celestial matters . (ip. 9j 

The pbiloeopbera with ~ll their inve stigation can 

!lave no e hare in tile science or Cabbalisw because Aristotle 

and nis school bave no sha re in the God of Israel , ( ~. ~) 

He pe r wita and enjoins, even, the study of sciences 

and lo~ic in so f ar as t hey advance re li6 ioue studies and 

t~e- lo6 ic is necessary for s ucce ss in disputations wi t h 

Cnri~ tian tneologians_bu t metaphysics is per~issible only in 

s o far as ex t reme care i s taken to avoid thos e conclusions 

of the Gree~ thinkers which contradict t he pr inciples of the 

Torah. Cosmogonic s _.1ecula tions are 1·orbidd en because t hey 

~re insuscept ible of prooi and li~ely to mislead. (p . 15) 

1 • The i nterpreta t i~n i s very plalll;ible thou8h perhaps not in 
the vein of ~a1conides . Shem Tobin his co1.11J.Gentary ~uotes, it 
in t :ie na:De of Erodi . Anad HA.am in !us essay r,q:\ /1Ci e. 
( , ~ f '~•? · ·, h- ) aoes not interpret tbe passage thu_e but 
3atanow i n ilia commenta r y ad loc . ~ccepta Efodi ' s cla s sit' ication. 



He can even say t h is: "Hovi many Jewi sb. schol ars I 

b.ave seen who have lived a lone l i f e in cow1ort and pleasant-

ness - but how m1:u:1y philosop!iers - short live d , poo r and 

miserabl~ . 11 (p . l6i 
~1,)0><>.>"1 

After the e tudent has come of aee, ne may add as ,,_ 

fourth subj~c ; to h.is cu r riculUit (Eible Uisllna and Talmud 

be ins tue otae r tnree ) and apportion h is time equally to 

a ll - if nia i nter.tion be rii.at . Tnis means c lose t o the 

a.e,e of tnirty, v.-ne n g r o~ta nae stopped . 

"Tile Torah ie t ue c aief end of man ' s endeavor. 

Let tne e nli~htened ~t ~ beware adainst followins toe i m-

pulses c,f nis ueart t o occupy llimself Y1i t:1 any ec i ence outside 

of it - - especially with the sciences and metap!1,,Yei c e of 

Gre ek p::iloeup ,1er s . Let h im Etr etJ(i ttien himself a 6ainst this 

dieeaee ~n ich ie incurable. A previous study of Jeauda Ralev i ' s 

: u zari anc then of Uaimo ni c es ' - G~i ~e to t oe Pe rpl exed 

insures an inununi ty . (p.25 ) 

He confeeees that i n nis youtn ne h.tid diFobey ed 

hi e t eacners and tarown nimeelf rasoly into pni l oeophical 

etuc iee w1 tn evil results. He the refore wi e nes t hat o t ners 

may p r ofit by n ie experience . (ibid) 

"P~1lology ie decri ed by tue pniloeophers d~vo i d 

01 all wit\.om (;, l' H (, ~ ,.,ff,Q,.;-, F'i)o\i).J,Ml. 'lne mi..tter of ttle 

di7ine names can't be appre:henc.ec. by the philoeopaers with a l l 

their reeearc:i . " (p . 90) 

Theee comm'?n t s co ne ti tute a mar k ed d' ferenc e to 1-1' 



CO!!lmentary on tne !!oren ·,,.1ere .1e ie ext.:-.:wely r ~tionulist. i c • 

.t,dd to tnis tne two co!!II!le1, ti; 1··!'licn ar,peo.r 1n tne g r aI!lmar 

't-ut not in t ne comment ury alrcacy r~en t ionea , and tnat on p . ~5 

and p . 17? he comments on points "of!licn ~aic.onic.es treats 

in tne Gu ice but v,hicn :1e cc.es ra, t lini;:t: r over t.1ere and it 

ie rer.arr~ble that !:uch a ch ·r.:· e e.10ulo t ... ke place. It m(;J.y 

be tnat the comz:ient ... r y rae cor:posed in .• !"oc:i ' e youth ·,..-her. h e 

·.-:as still p;..r,t::ns e;eneral intellcc tvt.tl perfection. :.-ter 

on after he h1:1.d paeeed t-nrou.r· h his or< eal and !lac Feen t:i.e 

evil effect ~f pniloropni cal etuc. ies in tn ~t tne~ served t o 

br eu~ c o~ ~ tne etamina of the Je~ish you th bna tll~ir resi &t 

ance t o tne bl._.,n, irhmen ts of the \·, orl d - anc 1•·nen tne ti:::es 

becw:. e eo pu rlot:~ - ne abanc. oned hie youtnful ic!eae. (C r o.,,emu nn 

p .? , 17 1 



Tne ne~ feeling for his pe ople wnicn nad been 

aroused by nie pers ~nal miefo rtune and tne ~isaeter ~hich 

had overtaken his people rei nfcrced by the natural fond

ness for lane uac e ee rve to e xplain £foci ' s great love ~or 

tne =tebrew t ongue and the Bible wni c it was the Jews' all. 

Undue occupation with eit~er philosophy or t o e Talmud is 

called a dieeaee; tne Torah enoulci be t ne end of man's 

efforts. 

Efoc:.i 's v eneration for t he Torah v.ae. immenee. 

Cf coc rfe it contained all o: wisdom. :ertainly it is God's 

and tne study and observance of it constitute t:ie only means 

of attaining eternal life and proeperity oo earth. It -gives 

tranquility to t:1e s oul of man. Tne Aggadi c port ic,ns of the 

Tori..n do not contain falsehoods as the le~ende of otner 

peoples. The Torah has a dual compoeition correeponding to 

man'si pro.ctical precepts for t i1e body t o act upon -- and 

wi ~com for the eouf• The theoreti ca l purecit is as much 

above t~e prac tical as t h e s oul above the body. Intention 

ie absolutely necessary for tne act too. 

Efoui a~c~ibed a miraculous efficacy to tne mere 

reaoing of tne Torah a nd statee. that an intell i ~ en: atudy 

which wow.ci have the effec t cf actually cnanging the course 

I 

of events and again bring irig God •s Providence over Israel, 

" According to t he opinion of ttJe rabbis reading alone b..ae t:Je 

po~er of keeping the worlc statle; i f inveeti 6 a t ion and proper 

itt ter.tion are also preeent then mac approacnes God most nearly , " 

(Graim.ar, p.14 ) 



i ray~r ;n : ne ~ebr ~ t on ~e i ? verJ v~lua~le and 

ef i.: ,ciouc . . fo , ! l::eli e··er t • ..,t ·eelect of "chc "fol y t. on~ ue 

i e r-!:' J..v c i 'tle f_r t:1e , i rer: o f t ,e J,.~~e - •·nerev e r it .-·_,_p 

':" .. ue tne 

~.:>.:...'... :,: :.:,· o .!" .:--a0 on -·ae sp9.rec. tie f.::tte !.:mt ..:vertv -~ 'Jll 

ot.1e r Jc.- ir c u::mu:1:tin: l-ecin;re ~f tn ir re.;ul~:-it~ .n ~r::ier 

.. nd t.h~ i :· -il i rce ir:. e :· l c: _:- ec.~ :n, . ~e t:ii r.kc :u.:.t ·~h:n 

:: ~ reci r,E-opl e · o net: l~ct t fl e Iii o:e i !! t.:e e cee · ive at e .. tion 

:· .:.1.. :o t .e- .. .. ry l ot,i-·. ':":.:.l:ruc. - · ·- .:-::n :F 1. ee· &.!14.- -i-e _ '-' · ,ic:: 

i~ :r ,., ,._ tn .. :. r--.an ' r ir.t.e 1 l i 1 e .,ce c an ...:C "'j'!·ehe"'!c. e nti ·e1: 

u.: . ti e 1r:: c_nru1..':.'d r-. 'it '2-:~ • .c:: r !"r rp r.,j t .c B!b:c . 

-;;·.-~r :,., c e1>ire to ·e · t:! t.he rctto.: _f t 'lin.:;c :i.:~:: to 

ao , c .... n: 1ecF i.;eetione , e 1 c , 1 c ~ f : r :.e fu.:: :if'· C' in 

t.1e l ·· 1c -: .,. 11e '.: 0:-<1.1 l::E-t ter or unGer 1 ,r., ir,: t •1 i ~ ce \ elo,•-

, t _. • 1 .. e , 

:~e vo::r. '"ol.)ni.; s :;f '-i"'hre"" a r e c.iv:ne ::1. 1 , 

'ne lan"- 1.f.;.c. e as a -r:1ol e co:-f wri'1f' :..ore to : .1e nature 

~LE lon o~ :~e }reek s .~ ~ld ot te couposed ! n that lun uu.~ . 

p . ::. !: 

,t ~ae :ne :;ri_ir·"l : ..... u::._ e cre.J:.ed by :..od (p • .>0 1 

a • d re ·nains pure i.e., u ni.c. ulter .. ted by for~i , r. admixtu ··es 

( . , 1 ) . I t in ::,or'? perfect t.ian a r,y ot:1e.=- l an ·uaee ( ibid ; . 

~r-hic ie ~~ ~qhat EiL i lar an< Pna~es eo~e uf i t o virtues 

s i nce it is I\ cle._-e ri era:e '{eb re·_..- ( 33 }. •·o :.d Fo of .\r :i 1 c. 



H ie ir.ore concise tb.an ariy ot!ler l ,;ngua.ge. .?urtne r it 

aoe e no t na,·e decl ensi on of nouns , ,-::1ich is a virtue 
~t t,,,o'l'f~ of o '-•• '•• • • 

because the eu bstance. wni~h toe noun repreEents does not 

chan£e . 

The l a r.r u =-e;e su :fered i:any losFes in t he exile. 

It becawe poor er because of tne poverty of ite cnildre o 

anc their wea kness . '!hey learnec t,,e languac:,es of the na tions 

and forgot thei r own . Uo r e over, tbose w~o dil prosecute Jew

ish s tuciee , t he Te..lmuci i sts u.~dq tue Aramai c j argon, to write 

t !le Taln;ud in. And toc ay tcJe F.alii e c o nci tion nolde • 

In t ne a cacemies t ne ~ebrew l&r~ u~~e ie no t useo 

e>.clv!:i,ely , Tne greri.'t teac!'le rs net:lect L: e Bit-le a nd are 

su:. : s fied just t o read it c nce a wee k . p ' - J' 

If you ask t hem ab out a certa in Vt: r ee the:,· are unab:e 'to place 

i't and tr,ink y ou a fou l for c,ccu;,y i ng your telf witn s i.ch prob

l e ms . T,ii s Eickne E-t ( t . ,ink i ne t!la t. tne Tall:lud is e verything) 

is espei..: ial ly widei,i,read in ? r anee and Gera,any . Mor etime 

tne i;reatee t Fcnolare o ci..:upied t hem!oelves v:ith :Oiblil.:al 

scie:r,ce , e . g . Raeni - but nobody t c .. a :; k1.01:E tue difference 

be tween l~t paa.1 an d :i tthfael, etc . ( i't. ) 

As evi C: ence of tne i E?~o rance o::' the ·:ebrew lang ua~e 

Ef t1ul «ch,uces t .1e f a ct t l'.!a t. the E un:; of 1:1.11 ,ebrew r .iote 

, ou ne , verbs a nd preposi tions ,cee not exceed Q,000 --

and ve rhe alo ne c ot abov e 1 300. But &.1Lor~ otaer nations 

t his fif ure is a;. least couble . Technological, medical, 

biological a nd ~e o lo~i ~al t e:rme are very scant. Even the 



meanings of t bose ~orc e ~aat ~..ave come co~n are uncertain . 

Even t he pro per rronunciation of the ~ebrew letters 

is unknown. ~aybe by t ae ~iepronunciation of God's name we 

are not praying to nim at ull , (p . 177~· 

Hebrew is called '\ ,:-- 1,cf not as Maimonides ttiougilt 

becct.use it c!oesn ' t contain terrr.e for tile lower functions of 

man r.hicn ?Jaha:anices hae controverted but because tne 

Tora4 ct.nu the prophete and al l noly Writ is written io thct.t 

toneue. {p . l??J 



His numerous ~orks bear witness to b1a versatility. 

He was •ster of almost all departments of the knowledge of 

Ilia time - poilol ogy ~nd Bible science philoscphy , astronomy, 

history and a.edicine. tte &.Ssocia.te<i i ntime.tely with the a:ost 

fa.moue men of his time. Gllaada..i Creaca~a in whose family be 

was a tutor and at whose i nstigation he coaposed several of h ia 

works, the 9hysician and chief Rabbi Don Meir Algne.dez to whom 

be sent tile 5plstle and Moses Zarzal together 'll'i th tbe former 

physicia.n to Ki ng Henry III of Caatele, to whom be dedicated 

"the Cbe8neb, In general the tone that pervao.es ni8 works is 

one of rationaliam - yet he is not entirely free from the thought 

modes of his tilDl!I and contains considerable 1'~~stic1sm. Hie 

clear vision, bis keen critical understanding, are combined with 

a str1ot traditionalism which does not however express itself 

80 blatantly in Efodi as in Ibn Ezra. In general the sOi9ntif1o 

poltm'aing of Efodi 1 a qu.i te the opposite of Ibn Ezra - tile 1a t

ter 18 harsh and rude ana. frequently ar6uea a.d homine111; our 

author is polite an~ bland; argues to tile point and frequently 

omits the name of the individual whom he is criticising for his 

error and not his name is our concern, At the most, he is 

faint l y ironical . (Ma.ass Efodi, p. 82,86). He further g ives 

credit wlle r e credit is due (i~b.p,112) 

His blanoneas and placidity leave him when he treata 

his own age and lta errors. Re opposes the allortcominge and 

faults of r:us time fearle8slyll.4dtterm1ned to do hie utmost to a,t.d 

ev~ry good cause and to further the welfare of his people . Re 



der:1&UJ\~•s t.:1e social and apJr itual nri .ts and fioc. e in them tue 

source of the nation's miser:,· and t urbulation; and l ays t n e 

b l ame at the d oo r of t oe leaders and religious teac aer£. 

Gi-&Rllia.r p • l 9 3 ) 

Time s were ao b i tter and life ~o tll:irsh and oppressive 

that no attenti :in could be paid t o t he weli !lre :J f t;ie _people 

as a whole. Thus ivhen Abranam b. Isaac nalevi died no one 

mourned him. (Dirge) 

Its leaders were selfiea, vindictive and i ncap~ble, 

"Every one was neares t !li meelf." T:1ey could not ucderet!lnd 

that t n e welfare of incivicuals depends on t~e welfare of 

tne gr oup in tne end - especially amon~ lhe Jews woere one 

is re s ponsible for t :ie other. R. Abrah8.lll b. Isaac :la.levi wai:; 

a radiant figure i n tne decaden ce of hie time , becaus e ne was 

nobl e , ki nc l y and learned . Taey pron oun ~ed excommunicati ons 

irre spons i b l y and so~ ot to mix in toe ~ec ular affairs of taeir 

commu nities . They oc cupied r abbinates for the g lory and emol u

ment o f t~e po f; t s n ot becau~e taey wanted t o lead tne people. 

(Dir~ e , and preface to Gr4~r, p . 5 , etc . ) 

1:fodi d eplor es toe ex~eeai ve empl:laei s on tile T!ilmud 

t o t ne e xc l usion of the Bible - eepecially eioce ~ e motive 

o f all t :1e pilpulistic haranguing r.as a bo':lat:' ul c o ntentious 

ne ss. The neo:;lect of :{ebrew aad ~.:ine ao far tbat Efodi had 

neve r met a Rabbi w.:10 waa master of 3ebre-w gra.mirar (p . 1 7 ) Se 

furt ·ier hints that t :ie mas tery of t .'le Talmud was not aa c om

plete aa i mae;ined .~The :nost t nat t ne averai;e ecnolar Clill do 

ie t o acquire t.:1e metbodol.;,gy. (f 1\ '1·E) 

The rabbi s do cot le3.d and cultivate t ne wroog studies . 
I 



Tne masses d o not s tudy but r-p enc their l eisu::-e t ime in 

pl&.. i n.-: c ne f"a and dominoee . (p . 21) 

~ a in and a..;ain :;.e ec or~s i .. 1e lllec nun i c-1 obee:v-

:,.nce e of :1t1..1:1l presc :-i p t. i:J~s . ( Di r i.;e , p . 1 ~2 ) . T:1:.1t :1e ~1olds 
~ ~---.) 

to be one o! the ~a~ees Jr J~~ien =i s f J rtunee in tne ~ i aspor:,. , 

•?t1icc1 He s eems t ._, at t r ,bute supe r md.u rul potenc i es . 
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cy a n ::1.'t t: revi..--ti.on of t o~ t nr ee 'R Or a s 

ne fOX71.:l tte r,d.I.I? -:JD'' ..., ?i a ·,, 

the fours ,r,o rt: s .!r~o~n by 7, ol f w!.t::out ment ion i "l~ 

( 1:1 ~ .L. j uu . 1 . - f• • c. l 5 ) 



fH.n K3 

I . 

CorrL~entary to va r ious co~pos i t ionE o f I cn Ezra: 

1. An er pl ana tl.::: r, 01 a li, ur g1ca l poe:n 

(Cod. 1 e ; c se-i e·c) ~r i tten at the request 01 tno ~emcers 01 the 

Eenveni ete f ~~il, . Fr inted cy Dukes in Literatur 

3 :J 

ar.-l 1::i t er in 

~lat t des Orient 1e,~ o. 485 , 

" '>jl? piG e -5 . Leiozif, o . ?E. 

2. ~olutio:. 01 I c:1 Ez1·a 1 e ridd le on ,.r.e q .; iescen t 

lett 0 r s (Coe . j e Rossi 6~o No . 3) ; iven ~Y Eenver:uto i:1 r. i s 

gra:nnar 

Efo:l . 

jt- _,. ,,~ o. lE ea. ~a ntua) ~u t ~it :iout ~en tionin~ 

Fri ntej ir: t he revie~ Petn Ta l~ut , V. a, o , 157 . 

.. . Interoreta·io~ of I cn Ezra ' s cox 1entary t o Lev . 

Chap . 2~ "ln~ Nw-,:. . Ch . aa (Co i . de Rossi No. 4) '' The :1rst is 

e ... clusively astrolo~ i c3.l - :nystical ; t,.e e-ecor,~ is 'IIOStli gra:n

$atical t:ut also co.,tair:s rn;tstice.1 portions." ( Friedla nder & Kobn , 

Intro J . p. 47, v. 41, ~nere part c t the s econ1 is ~rioted from 

4 , Cn tte sJ~Lol i e:n of tr.e nu~ter s even (see unjer 
0 

Resoonse t.o ... e i r CrE:-scas)]:oi11J,entar; on I .:.n Ezra I s coau.en tary 

t'J E ... o::lus 2:; :4C. A'.s . F~ris Ko . a::1 ,c ( ?~ K (i;~."' ,.,,.r .n(,,e, :\?,e-" ) 

tne sa~e Fa r is ~s . appear s a com Lentary of Efodi 

to a casea ; e in t te . pQ ~ , i>o oi Ibn Ezra. 



Some astronomical o cservations ~ r i : ten ty a ouoi l i n 

t:ie na:r.e 0 1 bis teacr:er (,.,. ,cQ. ,Q,, q;,,~ {; ~gl<:'1 '.;-.,,fe a, 

i~ tne Jls . 01 F'::.r is, 1.:.::::,, , T.:-,t> 1 i:s , secti:n i :. t ni s /ls , con-

t a i :-.s ot::er mar~inal €loss es rerr.ep e, ~Y ·r.e sa~e puoi l 

~er.a:-. p , 74~ . Stein-

le . ffri s l: C: i:, 1, r.ae, notes ;:-. Jaco . Ar.at;: 11 ' s tra:1s -

1a · 1· , o; Averroe! ' Al~.a ,;eet ::-r . batl. i '.ien tica l 1.it:- hts . C,,. fo :-~ 

~~11 ,:, . ""::e i;eco::' e,ec• 0 1:: :: or t :is li s . l J:.:1_1: c:, :-.ta . r.s a : rea r -

va:-i_:Jt seaeo:. s H.- l<:." it.~-es ( T:.e r,;.•1.c :1 t.r.e a.utho1 i r, :o t:'l 

•S ~ c) )r :\ E'f.~~ :: . 'ii, . 

Jli; , c- 1. < J 1 - ~:r:: en i:, : ~ 1, T. :~:: 1s :rH1slA~i:, .. • 

: : I. 

t-10,es :m ·:.s llrst co:;&. o : ·r.e C3..:: :>: n A, i ce::na , 31, 

., <: ....... 

H . 

Levi t o 

ll. S . ·; ienna ~C,l, r Lua - 1.:i ... ;. 

:1 • 



',J . 

voI,?1, 01 Te koa (·;; i;e.1'.i . 1-, 1 3.nrS tr.e counse l r o f A.c!"li t :,ot: e l an'.! 

(.hus~.at (iL . 1. , 17) . T~.e fi.5 t l et~e r is cri:-. · e:i i:-. Us . Fari s 

3 (, 

~i : r.~ ·.-!re is ~ ol /I so tr.ey v.e r ~ oro~ a t l :, C0!100.;: e j a r t Er 1.:. .7,1. 



4 
·; I. 

Det e s 1, .,. esce:rta inatl e 

l. C,r. the s, '.!t:..Ol 1s.n oi :r.e :ic1..1. ~e r 1 seven 2. 

these r e s:,:; , ~e are s i !.:-.ed v. i · ; :-.1 e ful l r.a:r.e 

na:ne 

(Co i , 

1E7, :ro :, ·.ne 3/.F , f r:r.<t S.:o , •L T:.e t::. i. c .nas also ::een ori :-.tpd 

2 1r. ad-i:i : n :: ~ i ~ o __ uoari:>n v.ith ,he v. ork ~ oi Mai:n:>nijes , 
I .:-. rzra 1 : •• '.H,, ·,•.rit ~ .• s inill- ::-ice:- ::::-.e a:::t:ie r ~!·ea tl/ . &ost 
o r o::.a::ly r:1s ter,ce.,cy t :>, a r j s mJ sti cis :, : erives t ro,, tne l 3tler. 
T~e lett r :;~ ·~e sJ:n~olis~ oi n~ ~~m-~r seve~ is onl J an 11-
1..is ·.7::. ti -:-=· o: Lr. E.zr a 1 s :.:eo_::le~~ · ,i,_~ s..i.jec t 3..-:? is f :J r.-
tas , 1c (1.. 1",.s co:i.:,;,::rary :::r. e. ,.o:: ... s) . -e a l so :ne. t 1o ns 
Le ;i t . Gers-:i:-, . it ~ .. o ,. s "· 1s1,iliari:, \\ i~ .. n1.:.L:: e:· :r.ys ti c isI,. 
~f •J"'i s~;;1s to say tb3t :-,e j::,esr. ' t f :sn c y t::ls tr,eor/ o3rtic..:la r l y 
~:;j ens t::e le>' : r itn re ;..1est t :-.at nc .:iues t ions 01 tt:e same 
s ort snoul· te a~~r•s!e j t : hi:n i ~ tr. e 1..:ture, 

~ I t t:eats of t~e e~pla ns t l=n or a oassaze ~cn~e::: i ~~ the soul , 
T~ee s'..loersC'riction here is , .. ,1-:i , .. :> 1• -' , ,°Ge,.,,. ,.r~.~ •~1~ ~fi ,,.,..:. ,.,,/\..., ...,-;, ,e.,. 

i ·1,, fr1 :J"I'" l"r" ?rl.,:- :.," - •J (:, 

I n ::e ore face ,ne :-ook i s at t ri ::;u1..ec to Kin · S:> lor,o:-•. See 
F'r iej!a::'5e:- :3 Ko:::-, ~ - 4~ .. . -: & a r,- =.enan o. 7 t..:. . 



v 1 ! . 

:e oronounce1 as~ re~uie~ . 

: t. e ir J n t r ::i . - . i.re 

~~-= J . E. , v. 1, c . li l ) 

I nse rt: "; ::r:-e :. 1 :-:is 3s~~c iat es i. i. .. : !a~. i r,:'!te !t 
sla i., an~ 911 .cis t'J".:k e :1= r e jest royej t t : i re , 

InsPrt (eiore .c:>:P : Efo~ i c i •=s a cei t~i~ ~aestre =one~ OA ,i~ 
o~rn~os t r.e fatr.er of Jacoc F~el . ! n ~ ~a.~inal ~loss to t ~e 
~3n-scr i o1 frOL •~ich tnis lett~ r iE taken i::e na~ure 0 1 i os e s 
l~rconne ' s loi: ~O:i •c~sot~r 01 ~oses ~!r:o~ .. e" c1n .e c:>~-
·~ct_reL ::i : :-.ar., c. . 7-.:. , 

T:-iis no,e in oaren1..,es1s . e;;:,re orev.:1.1s o:ie . ( '.,r-:iss an:i J . C: . , 
vi. o . 111 , ~asi r., o:: a c:,r.jecture ) I XeJ:aue :- i.. S . Z. J. IX.,o . 117) 



v'III . 

. ~l r ah"!D rar ! i.y;a 3~"' L:-. 

P'HJ 1 ,., oQ~f ,, •:. ....... 1~.J" 

ions 0:1 tr.e C3 lCt;l3 tl J .. 0 1 c::. r.j".1:. c t i o::s a~~ i:::erca l- r y years 

Ti: p re t ac€ w .t·.e t •.-,e.:t;-

------------------------------ ---------
,, ,, f 

• Tr. e F, rr,a r,~ . :-.a!' 
recteo t:, _,.,p( ,ecg.1,;se Cr,a s dai '.'i.;; lost ::i s :i:11. son ir. 

'" ? •f'. /;,f v. hlch sno.;l j :.. e cor-

tt,e llaesac!'e ~ 1 :'<ircelo:-ra 1:-: . ! . f 2 e!? :-:-.a s ,:;ai 1s ] P tt 0 r l :? ? :- , 
o : ir.te"' _:: 2 : .. et" t { r,~_.;:: ar. e· . ?:::. :11v-r, . It 3~::,ears t:-,"t t h is 

,\".l rk v.3s 11 :-i:'en f: r tr. t> f 3r.il , of Chasja i ar.o j £> >i ic3 t ed t o 
.l -:: S•'£ Za rze 1. ( r 1 i c"l3r::ier 1 K:, :. ~. 4~ ; . 

3 , 
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J. 

,e"ft\.-~ .,_?. s cc r: ;; - r te-< . 

Jufais~ enj t c ~our~e; 

li f e ~or ~ OO SSiLle . 

eoi s i e tE r .11e j 1,,., 71,.) 

l :,: . 

?roiia•. :ur;;r, ar:ive:i first 

'.lft"r t .. e ooe 1::;: ',\or '.ls oi 

lt i;; v~ r J EU~ tl , i :·or,ic~ l '!O " to a nur ri ej 

! .. e eoi s •i le v,3s sent not 

1 It Ass ::icvi?U$l y co~oosej efter 1~~1 - 3fter t he 1°credJt i?:is. 
It 1.ss a l.r:o£t cert:1i .. l.1 ,,ri tte:: ce1::i::e t:1e ,.,,> ., .,_.,.,q., since 

L 

it is ~er.tic ~.e: t::er e (Ch . :'.) . T.-.~ 13·. ·-~ r 1\1s :nooa ~lY co ri
oosed ir. 1-2 · , In · ~e e=is:le tne ~3te ~1 t::~ ~sce::Fio~ is 
~iver. . -:.}, o~' ff,, ;'U!'Y ?-" v,IJ.i ,.1,,.e_ If t ,i 1 if ye3 r:e , the 
~~u~l eerie: 0 1 li1e ~tt:itu~ej ~ ~ Jes~e; ce ~~Se;, ~ e ~-1 1:~:. 
-::raetz t ·~i<es :~.e i 0 1 ~·i 1 3 S a nu.T.e r a.l v. :iic:: zives 13~.:' . 
Re::-:;.::(::: . h3) o. el ::'S i..: !'=3C t,t, 1 ,--,u, If,,/ 
::· .. r V-' r sio::s · i;e :Jtr.e r ;a te:: , .. ,,en are imcos s1-le), 
(2c: ~ i K. , . 7 , :: , ·L ... ~. E-t .:r. ::i . ~ r.., t::ey -Li~ e E.e '.} '!.te 
~s 1~~:: ) . 



$W11J11B,ryi EpiBtle. 

In the introduo tory paragraph he comment• on 

the obecurity of Dav id's letter and trusts that t he Roly 

Ghost had inspired him. Apparently reason and religion have 

no co111me rce - ~~1 ~re deadly foee and David bu obviously 

~ijur•i t he tirst . For creed is the eaaential- and be who 

doubts 1& ~ternally damned. Of course David's actions are 

entirely idealistic and be wil l certainly avoid contact with 

reaeon and its liea. A few Points ot the fai th 11Uat be 

empbaaized. 

Don't be like your father\ who believed in one God 

and r emoved every vest i ge of multiplicity fro~ him. Jou be

lieve not in one unique individual and simple - but that one 

le t hr eq and vice-versa. 

Don't be like your fatber~who believed change im

possible with reference to God and removed every poasible ap

pearance of corporif1oation from Him. Believe rather that he 

became incarnated in one of his persona and gave hie blood for 

the redeaption of man. Be grateful that he died to save you -

be couldn't pcasibly ha.ve thought of another way . Believe 

tha.t be became fleab in the body of a virgin ~ ~~~ which 

certainly mea ns a virgin Cf. Pr . 3019 , Don't heed the impos

sibility of the entrance of one body to another. 

Don ' t be l ike your fath~r ~who sought to understand 

t he creation story philosophical l y, 1.e. , allegorically. You 

take it literally and add t hereto the notion of original sin 

ana its implications . 



Don't be like your fa them who occ upied themse l ves 

wi t h the sciences . You mus t rej ec t e ven t he mos t fundament!!l 

law or logio, 1.e . , of ident i ty in order to prove that tbe 

father is the son. &eithe r can~bere be any quantitative j udg

ments for yo~. Otherwise how cou l d the big body of the lleaa1ab 

be equal to the small wafer an<i be contained in 1 t. lor again 

can physical laws have any validity for you for i..s 
Motion " in 

time and b~th mot i on and the body res t can not be predi cated 

simultaneoualyof& any object . How t hen could Jesus descend 

from loia wAfl to enter t he waf e r wh ile he r emains on high. Al l 
~ 

that 1s requisite 1s t he pronunciation of t he proper formula -

no aa.tt er whose mouth utters it . Go~ will be with you forevar . 

r ;.i(,( ,o,J JJI G,u, ~ Your father, 

s uffered, hungered. and thirsted but you are sated r,r? [6'LJ ,. 
Celestial bodies ca n have only circular motion but you mu gt 

believe that Jesus is travelling up and down. You mus t there-

f ore i gnore the 19.W of c ontradic tion 
is 

if you hold t h3.t in Heaven 

Je su!/ i mmo bile but t hat he moves on earth. You must f orget 
eY.,tl' Le 

also tha t t he transformat ion of an •accident• i nto an •~e• 

1a imposs ible ; when the t r ead 1a transformed by the f orinula 

of t he pr i e st - t he ori~i nal essence d isappears or becomes 

accident al and t he 0Ti61na l acc idents become independent . The 

~b ol~ is n~t ~reater than its par t - rathe r ls it equal to it . 

The i nfinitel y ~iv is itl e boa t cont a ins the body of tbs Me s siah 

i n eacfi of its fac ts. For~et t h~t ~hat eve r i s e ssentia1 1y 

impossibie remains so but swal low a l l t he imposaitilit ies 

you can. 



Don't be like your fathers who held tenaciously to 

t ne L8'1 that was given them - ano strove to achieve a spiritual 

iife in t nought and act . Tbis law ~a s eternally bir.~ing for 

them. You howeve r are freed fro~ hav1ng to observe all the 

l a~s. Yet the Apostle& thea~elves prohibited the violation of 

the Mosaic code (Acts l E,Matt. 1517 > although their acquaint

ance with Bib:1cal literature was acaot. 

Don 't be like your fathers who held all corpses to 

be impure even that of the high pries t. Go and gather re l ics, 

beauti f y them and serve t hem, 

I know tnat your intentions are o! the purest and 

you have put away the lusts of the world. You wi l l be able to 

pass unsc atDed tbru toe 6auntlet of your abus~rs - those on 

one side revilin6 you as a baptisea rene~ade and thoae on the 

ct. er as a c1roumcisea one. The vision of Goa wlll be your 

r eward ano of !JS Ml7 tij '< _,. pQ 10
,1 \;<? P 

As to the great meri t s and abili t ies of your 

teaoner l Paul of Burgos) the Messiah should be glad to have 

s uch a one in the world. Hi~acbieve~ents in astronomy and 

philosophy are of cou rse famous . Not for not nin6 a id the chosen 

one of Israel , R. Ra• a.a1 Crescas have disputationa with hi■ 

and spend amen time at bis house. Paul •a exercuea on t ehalt 

of tne Jews are kno~n t oo - Cardinal Pampe l una and othe r dig

nitaries plus a nea t su~ of florins helped to silence him. 

In your letter you chide me f oolishly for having 

permitted my ret ~iners to confuse my mind . I am surprised 

at you. 
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He conc~uaes by requesting h1a friend not to sign 

his father's name any more for had the latter lived be would 

nave disowned such a eon. •way Jesus the Messiah who you have 

chosen irradiate bis countenance to you and gi ve you peace -

but none othar. May be give you peace and bless you . The 

unaersignea will love you forever if you will me nd your ways. 

And it shall come to pass H you hearken t o the voice of your 

Goa. I wil! make peace •1th you ana bless you whereve r I shall 

be , ana anal! consioer you as a br o ther and a favorite child . 

• Thia last sentence ao important for us is not given in 
Const. Ed, 
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S:-.er. T.:)c • s corr.::ent':rJ ~nc s~a l. l~ , 4 (i1J')lcJ 'tti 

At to r.:3c:. Je~E C'olleie nc . =l,l '6J·r.? Gvht> ) . : here 

~re :1'.l!De1·o u 1, e:litio:-:s . 

1:.c:-.e Zeit~c:.rift v ..... 

F'int 01 C'or:i:, tanti,oo le : i1 :-.out oate 
'L,;, 

intr'.>~ . '-/ Isa"c AKrisch) . r ~e:-; '.;'? ig-e r i :, 
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I ., · :.- ir. t ro ·:Jct i o:: slreadJ .nen: i or, ed :::, s ~.er. ':':>t in 

:i i s c 1:n'lle:'l tary to t n e riC: e r, f,;_ III Cn . ::! (1-.::.) Efod i speaks 

~i the "h ree classes 01 sch : lars "'.!10:i.; tne J e\1 s
1 

(l) Tal:nu::i ists ; 

c-) ohi l o~=-~Ere !nj~ta:alists 1 , 61 1 of ft no :n neilect c i : lica\ 

!'e~01i:ner.1 s t:ie st.;dy 01 t :: e la:iguage a:i :i t., e liter ature; he 

a:t·i.cutes Ara ?:..1 1
& i:r;i,unit; to -. ce cala:r;:. ies 01 1.3::1 to its 

· tli ·en~e ir. ora1 i ~-~ an:i reci ti :-.~ osal:ne . Efoci sives fif•een 

rul es :or sJc cess in stJd/ - oa rticul~rl ; Bi . l ical stJ5ies. A 

1.:-.e.n:>nic de11ces ; use : 1 tr:e S3.lle te -- t ; a t · rac-.ive b:>.::. ks ; ::>ral 

:.1 .:::: 1 ,·: . '?s e v ,l ~et:ce :,; t: .: ~1t ==~ ~.:i.:.: . . ~ e k;10 \·\ s 

;. 
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01 cacal i~:ic ~orks ne :ne~ t icne : ::1, :~e 
zo::,;. r i, :n : :: " 3e: 'r - a r. i r . 

R-?nan , o. 
-;..·.., , .. ~·->.s 

7.;~ , S<>J S :: :.::.~1 .. c> E co::sultej ::-:e Ara::ic s.::. ~1 ces , 
~:-a::. i1.. :,r. ll :i,;:,:; .. 0 rs tv ' -~ ~ t '=-:n 1,ar i :i.ns . 



T~.e Nicr,al ::e:-:o·e:: reflc-«- ive like t:1e Hi•noae l. Ee gives a:. 

illi;stratbn fn:r, tr.".' Cat31:;n (Ch . 11 , i:; . ;2) 

6, · ne co:,sietent acolicati'.)r. ;: -rr.i s 

orl..cio l e r, i s ,? ra n,t,;r :H ri e rs 1 rc :. :ill p1·e,·i~us preser.tations 

: r.e ri1s t 1ive c . apters a.e d e voted to gen~ral in

tro~uc tior.s ~n: ~e f 1nit1or.s , ¼hicn s ho& clea rly Loe tendency 

:, 1 : r, e v .:; 1 i< . T :-. ,: y I eat o 1 1 ar. f .,a ~ e as s Jc r. an:: · re at it in 

re:er~ .. ce · o i e el c ·ter.ts (:. it 1: r tne scr.e-ne of t:-,e Aristotlear. 

o r. iloeoo:- y, acc =r1in t: xatter, 1 : r~. e::j sn: a ~ect - •o it s 

::a:::ts (t r: e ' :". r ee o~r;s of soeec:: 1n : i:s el e:r.e!'lts (soun.: s an: 

I r. tte si Tt~ chaorer the l etters of the ~e:rew al -

::,r.ar.et a: 0 classi1ie::: a ccc~: i r,~ to tr.ei r or1 i :-. i .. tr.e or ga.ns 

o. soeec~. T~ ~ chapte=s (7- c ) J L tne f ormer gl osaes : 1 ~eLre~ 

me clas?es 01 nou:.s . T er. co-r,e , nree nore (l~- 1 ?) :i r. tr. e VFr't 

an..., i • s =- ener:il no.t.ure; a cr.ac, : r o,. p:-e oo s it.i:>:,s ( ~: ) ar. :i a 

1 
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astra; i o o.te:: :ecause t:iei 1i jP ' t , ~o• en:> u • . b - ~c - t :: e :> re
r eq1.-is ite : f vali ~ t..i :.ki ::_ enj ~ri t in!- • 
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short one on phonetic change lead to the conjugation of verbs. 

There l a a general consideration of conjugations of moods (15) 

and then a special i nvestigation of each one (l~-23}. Then 

here is a presentation of the f orms of nouns according to 

r oots (24). rules fo~ determina tion of any Hebrew word (25) 

pr esentation a.nd ouj ect suff ices of verbs (26). Then there 

a re three ~bapters (27-29) on the bermenentic of Ro ly Writ -

der i ved from Abulwal i d's grammar , butdiffering . There is a 

considera t ion of particles (30) and finally two chapters on 

phonetics. 

Efodi intended t o enlighten the i gnorance of bis 

contemporaries and to disabuse tbem ,fw the errors foisted 

upon t hem by l ate1grammarians. principally David Kimtti . 

whom be opposes very frequently, As gr8Jll!llatical authorities 

be mentions Chajjug, Abulwalid and Abraham ibn Ezra (whom 

he doesn't regard as very origi ~al) . He also quot es 

frequent l y from an unknown "excell ent grammarian11 Samuel 

Benveniste . E! odi does not regard bi s little book as a 

com?l ete preeentation but as an indiapenaable introduction 

~ grammatical science. For further study be reoo111111enda the 

three aforementi~ned authori ties . Be ia also acquainted with 

early gram.m.arians (Ch. 8) and ltnowa the polemical writ ing of 

Menahem'e pupils against Dunasb but erroneously at tributes 

it to Menabem himself. 

J. 



Efodi agrees with Kim?i about the number of vowels 

but he doea not divide into long and short. Be rather accepts 

the five vowels founded on the nature of s~eech (a e i o u) wh1cb 

are represented by fl.Ve of t he seven Haasoretic vowels . The other 

two Kamez and Segol are only n·.1ance s of Patach and Zere. Efodi 

opines that Ezra invented the punctuation and accent marks after 

t he original matres lectionea 

insufficient. 

1
/ 1r ) were found to be 

I I 

Although Efodi 1 s gr8111mar did not de•troy the effectiveness 

and value of Kimbi's achievement it did not nevertheless remain 

without influence on Heb. grammar. Especial ly worthy of mention 

is a manual composed by David b Sol omon ibn Jachja (1440-1504) 

under the title p 11 /~\ /!t(. Another graamarian influenced 

by Efodi was Moses b Shem Tob ibn Habib also a Portuguese who 

wea1 to Italy before 1488. In be year 1517 Elisha b Abraham pub-

lished hie 1J,, /rH in which he defends David Kirabi against 

the 60 attacks that Efodi had made on him. Abraham de Ba~s and 

Iamanuel Benvenuto als o fol low Efodi and f requently actually 

reproduce hie definitions and 001111J1enta without mentioning bis 

n8llle '!'.NTc::frequea:tly. 

The introduction was very famous and was mentioned by 

Shem Tob, Sol . loni ( Introd. ,e .N jl Aaron Berechya of 

Modena (Ch. 23 t' 1' 1 ~1'-t ~ calla Efodi 1 .> I' ,-, t.,,,.- ~ ? It,,,,..-" ;n.- ) 

Menachem of Lonsano ( ~, 1 • Elijah Ha Kohen ( 

) Azariah Dl Rossi (Ch. 58 

and by Christian scholars Morinus, Boxtorf and De Rossi. It was 

translated into Latin by Psganin~s. 



This grammar was very widespread to judge by the great 

number of Ka, of it found, In Paris alone there are four exemplars 

Ma. 831, 1215, 1245, 1246. 1 The work was printed in Vienna in 

1865 by Jonathan Friedlander and Jacob ~oh~n on the bas11 of the 

1r.com? lete Ka. of Vienna , supplemented by Mae, belonging to 

s. D. Luzzatto and Rabbi S&nger. On the margin are found gl osses 

by ~' ,'11 - perhaps ~•.) •, -,, 01 -, r, - Mordecai F1nj.1 says • 
... 14....... " 

The latter is a well-knon~who made glosses aigoed by ~ n to 

Efodi • a astronomical war lair glo11ses already ■ent1oned by Moscato in 

s 

bis co1111Dentary to the Ouzar1. Another gloss is signed V,Jr;p,t ' "' 1
'J 

-Jacob Loans~ Together with the grumar are printed the minor 

nitings - the three letters to Me ir Oreecas (p. 179-187), the 

dirge on Abraham Ba Levi (189-197) , the two exegetical compos i tions 

(198-209). There is also a Hebrew preface, a long and very able 

introduction in German treating of the man and bis work• (p. 149-

paginatton from the end back), 1n~lud1ng the textual variants of the 

Kaase tfod 1n the Kea . of Oxford, Paris and Sanger's. 

There ie a Hebrew l etter from Luzzatto on the character 

of Efodi's grammar and another from Balberatamm (p. a,t-226 gives 

some additions to ifodi's bibliography and the table of contents 

of the Obeaheb. Then there are notes and cori-ectiona to the 

grammar. 

1 

2 

See the t e stimonials of later writers in F & K introd. pp.14-15. 

F & X (p.49 ) conjecture that this is the physicia.n Loans who lived 
in Vienna in tbe first half of the 15th century and was Renchlen•a 
f irst 'teacher i n Hebrew (Renan p. 749). 



The plan of ~he boot le as follows: 

1. To prove by means of Hew Te s tament quotations that Jesus 

did not think or contend that he was God - nor did his disciples. 

2. To explain the doctrine of the trinity and to indicate 

3. To expound the doctrines of incarnation and the matter of 

original sin - together with the apposite texts. 

4. Jesus never aougbt to oppose the Torah, but deeired its 

fulfillment and perpetuation, His disciples too thought it 

eternally binding for the people to whom it had been commanded. 

5. To explain why bis followers thought it advantageous to 

abrogate the Law, what sanctions they found and bow their belief 

spread. 

6. To explain their sacrifice with the bread of their God 

and the wine which they think lose their form and assume the body 

of Jesus in those very dimensions which he possessed at hie cru

ci fh:ion - and the sources for this be lief. 

7. To explain baptism which they regard as a cardinal tenet 

of their faith. 

a. To explain the matter of the Pope whom they call Papa -

~.e., Pater patrum) who 1s the overseer of their religion. Thie 

too is held to be a cardinal tenet of their faith quite unwar

rantedly. 

9, To explain the matter of Miriam, mother of Jesus and the 

sacraments, oa.rdinal sins and virtues. 

10. To set forth tbe errors in translation, quotation and 

understanding of Holy Writ which Jesue and his followers were 
guilty of. 
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11. To show the errors of Christianity 1n its chronology. 

12. To point out the error, of Jerome in hie tranelat1on of 

the Bible into Latin together with a proof that the extant Hebrew 

version of the Old Testament ia correct a.nd truthful. 

Wo1k1 w!th Aaoerta1nable Chronol'.ogy: 

,0 11,-::;\ .> , ,r..!) a work of religious polsmio,1 

contains a critic1•• of Christian dogma in twelve chapters. It 

ia dedicated to Che.sdai Creacaa !,, !J.1> rfl,., r 111 -< f qi, ... P,11 INJ,d J1vl11) 
Cl - \ .:- ( , "►y1 ., r-< I) 'I' T ~ '"'( I , , y ii l ,, ' ,:I;,..) f'"1 r;,,,.. .,, ? 0 I' r ~~I N t I e.. '..J 1, 

and is stated to have been written at tbe latter's behest. (See 

Introduction a.nd conclusion of the work). In 1396 Chasdai had 

written an anti-Christian tract in Span1ah-Tratado2 . Be then 

probably requested hie protege Efodi who was alto tutor in hie 

fully and whose farae aa a keen pole~ist had already been estab

lished, t o write a work of ai1r1ilar purport for Hebrew readers 

in popular Hebrew style. 

The persecutions of the Jews which started in Ba.ville 

extended to Catalonia and reached their high watermark in 1397, 

The purpose of this tract was to examine the foundations of the 

1 It baa oeen denied that lfodi wrote this W'Ork but now it ia 
usually accepted that he is the author. In Ms. Oxford 2153 •e 
read: •Thia book was composed by the great scholar who •a• forced 
to undergo conversion during the great perseoutions wbioh, begin
ning from Seville, spread throughout Catalonia, 1n wh~ch .we our-
selves were forcibly converted 1n the year fit ''" :, rt 

Ro. 2155 of the au~ library bas the following note: ffLetter to 
the great man, t-be'\tfaedal composed by Maestro, Profet of Perp1gnan 

2 

who also was forced to be converted. ' 

Thie was translated into Hebrew in 1451 by Joseph Ib.n Shem Tob 
under the title of ,0 1,?/_, ;i ,,,,,.., r,e,?r ,~JI// 
This appears from the conclusion where be says •Perhaps thie essay 
of mine will fall into the bands of one who is notaccustomed to 
your level of tbaught (i.e.Cresca•e)Tbese may find some enlightenment 
from my 



Chris t i an religion by an investigation of t he earlies t s ources . 

1. e., the Ji. T., e.nd thus t o expose the errors of the epigoni. 

(Tbi A would expose the errors of the c. religion and would h~ve 

the effect df stemming the tide of conversion and e nhancing the 

Jewish religion at once. The appeal to consider the reasonable

ness of a given doctrine waa to be again invoked. There was to 

be no Sktire or irony but a simpl e earnest consi deration of what 

Christiani t y meantJ 

In the introduction, Efod1 states that no one bad ever 

before thought it neceasary t o trea t aucb 1bemea but that it was a 

matte r of life and death now. It seems that primarily aimed to 

reach those J ews who were perplexed about the validity of their 

own faith and who were 'beginning to doubt the intellect11al superi

ority of their own faith t o the others. He evinces great famil

iarity with Rew Te·,tament and patristic li ter a ture. This work is 

probably to be da t ed at 1397. (Note: This work was composed 

after the "Tratado" after 1396. The precise data is 1397, given 

by a remark of a copyist to t he work . rfol; hJ1 f :J/' 101 ~,OJ'r" ,1 4 
r;> •' r,;; ,,i, ..... ;- .,.fa .,.11,it, .AM '.J'f_)e. 

which equals 1397. The word is not i ndicated aa having 

numer ical value but Zunz suggestedi has • Othenr1ae the 

date would be 1349 -and 'besi des - the Biblical phrase (Deut. 30,23) _L.~;i 

lhe suggestion was made in Erach & Grub0 r - Encycl. eer.2,vol.27, 

p. 4 10 . Thi a work was the basis of Simeon beo Zemach Duran' s 

frtJI .). i' 

P I~:'\ N " f~ 

and almost three-quarters of the 

appears the re . ~ 

l, '::... . ~~~ - \ • ~ -.M~ t-"Y 



This work baa also been called Joseph 

ben Shem Tobin bis commentary to the Epistle alludes to this work 

by the author of the Epistle. Isaac Akrtsch mentions the 

of Efod1 1n his introduction but Heilprin the editor of 

in which this is printed, in a note ad loc. doubts Efodi 's author-

ship of this. It has been attributed to Creacaa - fo 'tN 

1785 p. 47. Furst Blbl l otheca III . , 179 attrlbutea it to R. Rueben 

ben Meir the Spa niard follo•~~Buxtorf's error. Ste~ecbneider 

Cat l. Michael p . 364 a nd E~. Finger - Catl. Rosenthal, speak 

of p'lp · f.1 

Shem Tob ben i bn Shaprut attests that the author of 

is one with the author of the Epistle. At the 

close of bis book 

fl. ir-;- .,., ., c, 
he condenses or summarizes 

(Ms . Rome Casanatense 3099 ). Poznansky loc.cit. 

~ives the exact correspondences. 

Sanger (in Monataschrift 1855) proved the plagiarism 

of Simeou beo Zemach Duran. The latter's 

about three-quarters of the so tha t by compar-

ison of the two obscure places in either text Po&nanski used i t 

t~ check his edition. Ste•achneider "Jewish Li terature" (p. 127) 

states t hat Efodi's 08.Jlle wasn't mentioned because the liberality 

of his opi nions caused him to be disli ked. 
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comme ntary on the Guide. Efodi•e CO!ll.!llentary ie more 

l iteral than tnoee of Caspi or Narbonne. In p. 7 and 90 of the 

Grammar, gfodi gives extended treatments of points in the Guide 

whicb are not c ontained in the c omill8ntary JELLINEK /'" ] , •n/ , 

~s, . '1 ) c onJectures that c opyists have shortened hie 

COIIUlentary - aa he has proven i n the case of other com.nentaries 

on tbe KOREH. Pe r haps the co111:11entary was co=posed after the 

grammar wllicll woul d expl ain why he never cites it. (Renan, p. 750). 

Of all our authors• worke, this wae the first one printed, the 

text of the Koreh being printed with the c om:nentary in 1551 at 

Sabi one t ta. 

Ephodi shows himself in bis coa..:nentary t o be well 

versed in the Arietotelian-arabic pbiloeophy and in the Jewish 

litera ture on t he subj e c t . ws. Oxford 242G, 16 contains an 

Arabic fragment of our com:iientary which was trans l ated into 

that t on6ue. 

Kss. Paris l J~l , b - 1026,4 contain a l on6 note on 

the hyperbolic curves and asymptotes (treat e d in the Guide 

.BKI ch. 73} l onge r tnan Levi h. Gereoosoo the subject. 

Other wee. are vat. 297,4; Parle 705,2, 1021,6; 

1026,4. Toe last two c ontain a note on hyperbolic curves and 



a 

asymptotes {treated in the Guide BK I Ch. 73) . 

Renan p. 750 - l . 

Steinschne ider - Bibl. mathP.matica p. 42-4 {1899 ) 

- Die Hebraiscbe Co:Jl.alentare ZWD Fuhrer 

des Marmonidea - Bonder -

- ALaruck, restscarift zu A. aerll~er, 1903. 

Ms. Bodl. 1230, i nfor~s us that Efodl also annotated 

the CUZARI of JEHUDA HALEVI. 

.j 7 
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Memorial of the Oppressions 

Tbe oiacovery t nat Efodi •as also a historian was 

made by Graetz (Gescbichte V. 8, p. 404). In Abrava.ne l 1 a 

.rork •'i 1 7 ) in wblcb he defends 

the Messianic idea, contains a list of persecutions ano gives 

aa his source an unknown work of Efodi 1 a. It appears to navs 

been a catalo~e of persecutions that tbe Jews haci to undergo 

after the destruction of the temple , A~ravanel does more than 

to mention tbis a.artyrology - be gi ves extracts from tne work. 

{ 1) Of the expulsion froIL Englano; (2) of the expulsion from 

France under Philip F~lr; (3) the reaa.miae io~ und~r hie euo-
1. ceasor Louis; ( 4 ) the re-expulsion under tne s ame; (5) the re-

aci.a,ission under John; (6) t he final expulsion under Charles 

VI. Graetz (C b. p.405) baa BbOWD tb~t the text given by 

Abravanel occurs a~ao in lbn Vergas• Shebet Yebuda and in 

Samue. Ueque•a Consolaca.o as tribula~oens de I ara.el - p roving 

that both t hese authors used t nis work. 

(Re nan, p. 405-6 ) 

Solomon Alatni(fl. ca. 1400) in bis epietle 

• (' 0 ,.. ( -" 

Thi9 is con ject ured t o be Efodi's book. 

Graetz further conjecturert that the de tails of the 

persecution of Vincent Ferri er i n 1412 €iven by Usque are 

taken f r om Efod i . This would mean that he wrote it after 

1412. In any case be wrote after hie r eturn t o Judai sm, 1.e •• 

after 1396 (Renan, p. 753). 



Neubauer has publi~hed (R.E.J. - V.9, p. 136 ) a 

chronicle of persecutions copied from Ka. 315 of Baron Horace 

Gunzburg which he suppoaes t o be an extract from Efodi 'a work; 

t hat 1s most ly based on the fact that date s are expressed by 

mnemonic words. The latest dat e is 1395. The episode of 

Vincent Ferrier is not mentione d but this does not prove tha t 

~e comolete work didn't contain i t . 
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' 
(Renan, p. 753) 

aatronom1csl book of Joseph ben Nahmias entitled 

A response 

Light of tb,World. These remarts are found in Ms. Oxford 

Can. misc. 479, fol. 26c - after Joseph's treatise. 



lfEP/o'/)• I- Of-Jf'A I- iJIIC.K6 ~OU /V i) r,f= £Fai)i .J CU lflfE 1tT A li.f>iA 1._ 

Acr, ~,rr 

-: :\. di o e ~. 1· r '" ,, t • ly r n , · 
- - -" " - '-t' •· 1.. .... in.:- rc.r.u:,E:ot•. ry t o t:i e te.>t .:, f 

-:, t.n i de vers i cn .:" t.'.le L.re::i . L:l.1.i.:e m• ey o ther c-o::..,enteton ::ie 

.. ~:; : • r ~· ::e:-eis - i!' - : £. 1 . 3.,ec:i :'.~bu .:. r.ll l<':. .1. &. · uera e.onci;.n('es 
., ( l ( 

.~ ~--!' ~=-e-~ re t 1.- ~;. t- l,.Cr e!l t :-ib t : . .:. s fir.et .. _::, i~ t.; treat of 

_.,._. r e e::.ents t:1ere :. :e 1.oe t .. e3n t:1a t ..... _ad •:::1- t H ci-. 1.btful in 

n o tc inc-li. de e r tE;iD o icta u f t :l e t-:,ile-su,.!1e rs ( .,.,. r ticuL.- rly 

( 1) .::.e • ,-,illivns 

"t. • • t !lUl!ll..ll ~er:"ec-t.:. .JO ,, o o i..ni. .. a it.1 t:l.'? ,.~ti,e lot.el - e ct , (2} 

!. d, 1-bt "'!'l r :i , i:il.okl 1 e:--.1:"ressed by .l ui;. -' it.b ... a ia :tis ri..tes , 

---- ---- ------~---------
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1tGlen by the ~en t iles. ? his !lowever inr-ludes oni.y t hose ~oints 

""a"eroi og >',!lien no e.r.eessi Ye set reey is eoJoi ned. T;ie Com!llenta ry 

\\'ill in the l arge, contain simple r ee.so~ matte rs • 

1!.lOE e :1owever c- on c- ern iag wlliC'h ~r eat secrecy nas been enj oined will 

be t r ~oted i n ~09 ),,t~ He S t-vlog ishs f or naving 

t r ansfr essed t he ~rchibition of lila i mooi des egainst comment s. t ing 

nit wcrks i::.n d decl :; res !limself rea cy tc r isk t~e curs e becaus e 

!le !'eels ne r- 1,0 bene fit peOt1le in t!l.ei r uode r s t 6.0di.ng of t:ie 

ma6ter . 

l~cs e s aat boo!le is very e:x.;licit a.s t o .,is l-l r ui,os e (1 ): 
"I~ is n e t tIJ3 intent ion i:.e re.iy tv expla in di f ficult points of 

! agu!..f e ·J:itn ... 1.t g ... 1£l€ int ... de t ailed of expl a o .;; ti c..n of wha t eve r 

c-llilvsot'h ieal 1:-r o blems OC'c-i;r ( J. 1
11 ~,- ':"' '>'5'tJ' or wit!lllUt i ll~ 

:a~ t: ing fr ... 1'll:hlly e.Jld e>.t'etie.t ing on !lis ; e1ret p i:its. He --de t'-lvres toe desuet ude ioto which t1:lil.:.sopey has !'a11en a.n o the 

reraty wi tn which iu6 1 1'100 ... ---=- i S ~ 1,~.ued 6 0d ,.. r vc-.1.ai.ms t!l6t be 

ws.nt~ t o '' fi l l in the inter s tic-es a nd to e:xt1lain t ois wonder f
1 l 

::.ete~!lYSic&l bo ok . \..c-C'a.e iooally I w i.Ll s:10;: \"J!la '. iSSIAeS !l8Ve be en 

t ,~,:ea ag&iost :iim di. e t o :iis follov,iog AvicellOs . T:ie co:nment aty 

,-ca taios -:--t-aally eer te.i a t!l ings ."!lie!: are ro uoo t-Ot t:Ot.L ... -.1.y ~11:; 

si.. t:io r r. ad his work e nd ec :1oe s 1'&r boane •~ rl F- int ebout the 

t:.1,n t.Vo ,is his 
O' OA..l tv be tne co1.,.,..isiti 1.;a o ! a "commentary V.- -c!l 
C 

... . :.;..,._ e _ !'j o. ovane - Coaur.ea1. ... .1.·,1 t, ., .o..O r e!l oO b'v.1. Ct.Oul.u.J. i 1. ~of\( Ii 

'- . .. 11 ~r-. c: .. cti vn ., : J ~ cw • vo - r-riatled a-1 th t.lle ,d"O"eh "ebuch1m 
.,ar sc.w edl ti on ., u . 

I . 

~-
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t r -. ., t H:':'irult iiC.f::u. i stir. pcio ts to sc-oc e~,tent n d tc e). ;:ia io a t 

"resc&s 1) in .~is prefat 0r7 n ot e <. ecle r es t!:l.tt !le !l.BS ,.omt')e,se d 
,.;i""" 

~:.~ ......... :n.-:. eatary tur t:ie beoe~it cf y v"t; t!l!\11 ;; tu dent ~ wr.1- rvme to t!le 

1.,f ell t.'.le feo .. u::: curi_eotet or s t o t!le L:cre:i t!:leo ~fodi is t :ie 

.,a ... ;; ooe 1·,:1.., a ia:.i:: primarily et o ... t h i.a :- :...if !ler t :1&n lite ral e xegesis

:., ::-encer t::ie text of t:ie ;.:or e:1 mere 1 egib.1 e to :. .;en e_·b ~ioo v,.'.Hch 
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~!le essent ial t r a it of ~=·' d• 's t v. cvmmea atcr i s l ~rtivity has 
w ..-, N('~ ty 

~ a~ been reccgnized • .,.n e~ist~e (_) a.ttr i.bu~ed-t.o ?.abbi Joseph 

~~ - _r:; ... n Jelr::edige, tb.e P:JYSicio.n .. 1' " !?.a die gives t ::ic: ~o lo-..iog i lum

::.:i . t inf .:..a:\, r lll!? t · .. n . " ,,:ien I .. ss i n :::~;,, t l sew t:. b.::1.. t e i g:ite en 

,., _ent.er ies 1 !le a nd s :i. rt t .., t!le ..... r =.'.l - :i:.t iml-,_, rtant s ac. gr1at 

il. -i: . lf ~-..,u v,ould t-e r :n.:.t ::::e t.'.le tig;,;,re i ·:,vuld sa., t .:e.t t:ie 

i:::.i- l cus one is :taobi ... osas .,= ~:::..rconne . t::e .~.aster .;.~ t:1.:se vmo 

~ r t.:iert!:.~a ell tne ther com::ient eto rs into t!le t'rofundity o= t:1e 

:;~.:.. de . !kt :-, e i s e t _ ttle cea rer ( 11 ~ ) reveel.s secrets ~d 

resi,,e:-ts a r.,e.!l . 1 :.e :;is e one is ~al:bi 3:-,em ::vb w=.., e xr1l aios 

,·.e ... l , <' £.lls s. ttentivn tc a L "fic..:.lties in t::e v:o r ds .. :: : :ai m aides 

':' :::.e .:ioe "w::._ d.., es n t ask " 

i s '"'.: ;c.di - a.a ::c,a., r s lile m9..0 W:lo , w:iile ~stillf 01. , uestions , never 

t~ele:s~ ~os ,;e rs v.el.i. - ,:it!l b revity e.n 1 c1e r s"'ec-.ity ... i.1t.e rtesni • 

..• et:-. er J t. em :'ob is es ;;ise Jr ,; 1,;. conae s.s ,,ic,:eci &.s t:1ei r 

.-:it.'l P.es::i . ~:1 e :: i~p.1.e , (Jersi.:tent eode:. vor to reo<ier t he text 

:i,o re s.~re::s j ble !:Od :- t.:ci pre::eos ib.i. e oy re.ii ... vine the ..ibsct.r i t j es t::a t 

~1tach t o w~r ds enc r :1ras es ~od si~~ ... e ideas . __ _ 
1 - Ge i ge r - 1:elo Chofoa im p . 16 rn~1< .. 
I- lo t!le :eimud t :1ere ~ r e :..e!'.l t iooed four kinds o = son:: t..) i:!l ... m it 
mt ~· be nece ss,, ,.. ry to rels.te t:ie st ri N':l"i ?es s over is C'elebr eted -
:::ie wi se (p:, ,- , , t !le i mph,us (1 2~ ) , s imple ( ,._,. ) , a u~ the t.~terly 
S i::ipl e "':- "!lileis!l ,\'!lv <'an.o .> t 7et as k l.eE. tivos ( • ·· , 0 1 1

, , ) 
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ie:- t - n.:> t s co?:;t'cneiu:n :;;f it -.. r a t .'.l eorii iab .:.,....,a it , is .·.:1at 

• suppl i es ~od it v.&s uod..,ub t edl:; t:ii~ t~t .nade .'.li ~ Sv respect

.;'" vs l i.e d , !.!ens su r t1ess.e d :iim ia Lttaiaments . d he.n :ou 

~ ··t'i ~n r et i uao.lis tic em~asis c.nd :'ri.llllLr ity J. ith ,.n;:bic 1,1::iilus-

!. ' "' r e..:. ,,. , 

:t.'l !:l:s 0wn eye s . • ::-,is vie;; le-rt : .., r !!.. ooi to 10 . 

If l b" l'.'aspi :,so l"~i o ~ .. r e :.it t entivn tc scu;l er oeteils 

.~j"' !'.ledn ' t iodul ,eed Su m:e oy r e. ti .... nal.12.iog i ... t-i.oi.lse~ ""r i:' "' resc&E 

.~d .ivec esrlier and c-.vered ef f ry c:1epter , ~f-. a ' s tet k .:nit~t 

_ VE: been dc ae by a :1-, t !ler . B::. t it ·:11;s n-.t . 

~11 c f c..:'o di ' s c.~ents o n t.:.e te:•t of wL,i.. .. cidee ::iE.s 

e r lassi:'ie d i nto t .'.le f_,ll owing way: 

_ oi:,uae e l • .chilological ~clysis - - w.., r ds , '! vnst r u ... ti .:ins . 

( 2 . jimpl e exegesis , o r ... urap~r as e 
........ i,!lt ) 3 . Coofle.>: r_,m..eot, devel ... pc;eot r r cm text , d i s cv,ery 

of coot r di-- ":'. 1.-0 s • 

.• :':"' "ll-
~e -.i:.c :iel ps,-4 . lnir.., au ctory n u t ~~ . ~~::unaries , t r a ositi ~oa l r e

rua r ks , cross refer~ac e s . 

~ f t:ie te:r;t . He v,ill g-i ve a o e:,:: pl s.aat i Al of e Hagle wo r d or 

,..nr a ee. o r sentence eH!ler by suc1-t1:i..ying :. f::.~t necesse ry for t!le 

.. :idersteo diog o f tne te>,t , by ,:ivin,? s me SU!.f es t i .:os " r by r e

\ vrdi ag ~nd pErtp!lrasiag it . 

He very rerely pre fac es hi~ rem~rk , t o u r ~apter by 

-0ilir 1. tin€' i t s tenvr o r s:ivwing i ts c J aoe,: ioo ,.,,i t:1 vme.t !18S pre-



ceded .. r it s place in the movement of t!le tll cught . (1) With Shem Tob 

end .,.bre vanel o f c-ou rs e , t !lis is t?le rule . But not infr equ ently, 

,:j s last r emerk to e e!lapter may a ive t!le ups!lot of t :i e di seussion 

or t'oint the way t o what i s coming . 

In t~e f irst book t:ie only instanees of prefstory e omment a re 

in chapters 26 , 35 , EE. In t!le s eeund e nd t!li rd books he oeeas ionally 

devotes a sentence 0 r t ~o t o ~uinti ng out eo.anexions or giving a 

terse fu rmul ~t iun ~ f t~e s ~bj eet of t:ie c!l~~ter , e,g. Bk II, lnt r o

durtion, l,ll,ll, .ilVl, X~Vlll, Bk Ill , ll ,3 v. 

:faem ':ob neve r b.s.e e ny .;i:iilologieal caalysll: of words or 

relies 0n Efodi. ~reseas ias t :iem uceasions ~ly ~a d :ie ~enerally 

~~~r cz i mates E fodi , Abr e vaael does en~ege in ~!lil ol ogi es l analysis 

bt.t i:>ene rally it i s :.-on:!'in ed t o s:iowin~ tae relati un bet we en a usage 

foun d in iioly 11rit-e and thot io ~ uesticn . Ve r y o:ten Abrave n el 
,J+-

e e de pt s ~ f odf s ph1lolug-ie ~l ::nd sy nt .,.• tica l e.;irumeots .vith" punctil-

ious 8 e kao v,led12emeat, of course , 

Ihere ere a c onsidera le number of 1,1!:iilologieal comments 

:!lere may be t:ie definiti ,.,n of s wor d . or t!le aasl .,-sis of its 

r:- remma t i c-al s n d syota >: fv r m. Ia defiOiag i t is a .... t ewort~ t:iat nc,t 

io a s ingle e&s e save one" does ~odi give e a equivelant in the 

ven~cul a r - be it La tin. Arabic- , ~ pani sh or irovencal. ~~ere may be 
a. Jr&,if>- ., ... 1 • f-

t:: e _gy ntactiC'al cons tl"l..t"tion of a phras e - e .g . v,!l.G t it modifies 

or refers to, Finally t :iere may be ~ sta tement of v a r i cnt readings 

1.n.a1ly ccnfi n ed to the inc-lusion or omiss i on o f e <'e r tein wOrd , 

' ,) 1c) 
e .r . ~h. '5.cb 12a: Oh . Z3 Ir , Ch .Z9 t 

------------
" la nh , 73 he g i ves a Spanish equivalent fo r indigo - buttllis is 

taken from lb~ 11bbons glossa ry tu the r.:or eh. 



r ... :,.,euts e nd i r.i pre::sh.as • . ~bn, ·,·enel ' s r's.v-:,rite '.lSbit i s tc 1H, k a 

, :: t:le t e :;.t s. ad s."lows it coaoe.>:ions . '..::1:::re <:: :re. elpful. 

rhe re '.la ve beea ~ eotivOcJ _bove ~ers~acl re-

e.:,.;,lira ti oo~ fo r bids it. Al l t :ia " Or:l!Denta ri es .'.la v e iotrc,du ... ti uos in 

~hr bonne ab ..,uoas in inter eE.tin :,,- r e .. ie rks . ~o r vc e t .. iog , he 

... ent:uns d:-; t es ,; no t>l a res aad events in ?lis l i :'e . ':':ms o f refer-

.,·:<?rrue ::: , ,.. ~ . 7 2 ; in my bo ok 

l,o i00 .: f 

"' ·1 
1-..')J (":b. . 55} ; o r references to 

~ i.'::S i:. o ci ;,le e- es :;n d iodividi.:. els , t.'.le :'vllowinl? : '' ,,.'.lea l weE. a 

" .'.l. 
. 

51.: ur ••~e n l ; 9: i n ~oled.o I spok e on t2is ~ubJect t .., the 

: .., 
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~arcdlooa of ~he family of Creacas showed me a atone quarried * 
:rom Mt . Si nai., in which was refl ected. a bush hence the name 'J'O~~ ., ,,. 

Wner, I broke : t is into many parts, each pu f rag~ent ~ept the 
c.2- (;lo"\ 

1Ir ,;e of the bush ',)6- i or when I wds th~re in the year 

_ saw a remarkably olQ woman who haL witne&sei the ecl i pse (Bk 

3 c~. 17) Then the~e are ramarks which r 4veal t o us his know

l ec~e ~nd intimacv with pb,loaopny . Not ~erely 1B his e~pl1c1t 

:iuotations f rom Av~noes wi i~h are f ouno 1n ev~ry ch~pter a lmost 

or A7e~es, Al Gh<LZ~lj Al firabi Al exand~r ana Aristotle. A 

;~f ~renc~ such as ~n1s is v~ry illu.cr. i nat ing. A propoa of 

U~i~on i~es s t1 tement th~t Th~~ i at i u s had s1id that r eality 

le, ?sn 1 t follo1v f r om an io.ea but th'l. t true i .:ie:ta correapond t o 

real ity - Narbonne r emarks : "Tnis ia one of the curious things b 

~31roonijes . Ho~ coula he have a ttribute.i this to Themis t i u s 

A~en Ar i stotle s poke of it ex plicitly i~ the Metaphysics" (Bk 

I , Cj . 71). Or, I am sur~ri sed th~t Maimon1~ea ~1~n 1 t know thi e 

: ro:n Sa.fer Bahir ( 4Vbat God 1 a 'twelve le"t t~re::l. name was) Cn. 62 . 

I n3 d not refer to tbe pi c ture of the man that we derive f r om l:B 

~ls3x~gest s thems elves , no r need I quot~ them. They abound on 

e•,i!-=Y pag e - th-e subtle leuned tquivoce.J_ r!ltionali zg ~r, eis

:ia inful of the orowdC6 f. hi s mordmt reflection 3.t the c lose of 

Cn . 54, l i :r1p~t1ent l'fi th t he .:iogmati c rabois . 

Tnea e t ird.ies a ~ainst tte iassea ao:i. panegyrics of 1ntel l 

~c t 3~ e v 1ry frequent i n Shem Too - ~ho although he s ives ~1-

~os: no fact s conoerning his own life an~ a ge nev~rtbelesa f rs

~ueo :ly 1,,-.:rmits us an i ns i ght into ii is c harac t er . Thus i n Ch. 

51 U? says gu~rd edly th~ t the maJori ty of J ews have bel i efs 

~oworthy t n~ name a nd t b~t dispite t he f 1ct that 1~ aome cases 

t.!lese beliefs a r e v;r i fiaul e or ·¼c tually corres;,on(i to a r eality 

·-.... 

C :- ~~=- - .... ~ 

. l 
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nav;rtbe less the be l iefs are not t r ue because toe ir poeseadora have 
9- ct.·•,r • t; 

no !ntellectual aw~reness of t n em. Bia comment on "great theolog ical 

acocl~r " ( I ntro): A theolog ical scholar th~t will be subaa rvient to 

~~e r el i gion but not like a b east th~~ is lea by i ts rein - but a 

itas:.er of the t ruth. Cres oas an..i. Aoravanel a gain aups,ly no facts about 

t~eir life , I n th is they resemble Efodi an~ ye t one is so much more 

=~r t ~i n of the ese enti al s piritua l traits of these men than in the 

case of Efod i. Creacas t oo runns on with the teAt but i n bis longer 

exegeses we f aill the clear headed ra.bbani te 01· schol 'l.stio who 

~ s3essea a goo6 measure of oi~l ec tic skil l whose J e~ishnesa and 

se::ul3.r culture a.re at one within h im. Ct · s...J.._ ,u ......... ~r:. ) 'ui.....,;..v. f;l, J.!.• Cl!.fl? 

We feel that ~e know Abravanel wi t h tis fl~ent speech , his love 

: or Hebre~, his vene"a tion of Ma imoni~es on t~~ one hand and hie 

trembling orthodoxy on the other. Thus i n Co. 50 he says very 

ur.n.is t!ikec:1.bly th~t be lief o r fa.1th is no t a m:nter of intdllectual 

a~; rebena i on ttcu g h th~t may be concomi t~nt , bu t tha t in r elig i ous 

ll,;:t•~ra authoritative t!':1.:.1ition i:rophe";ic or miraculous source, 

et ~rna.l tru t b an-::i. ut t er u iff erence from all (lower) fo rms of 

' Cei.!ef mus t b e pr esent. He adduces many Habreiv authors ,Nahman1des , 

r r~s cas thoue h h is fa~ili~r ity witt tne Arar. is scant, His anti

. ~thy to !bu CasFi Na r bonne am EfoJi for their r a tionalis tic 

ex -:~ea es ::1.nc. bis g f requent t!IC a vsf,c stricturesupon 

t te~ is so characte r istic of the ~3.Jl . 

M, com~a ncted th~t nc Mf-n of ev i l faith or unbeliej~ shouli 

a n "- tion , r igbteous in its beliefs wlit<~ re..a. tis book . He svmcon ed - -

•i. :-a a t he trt:. th i . e. the bel iefe cf 

t t e Tor~h o f Moses, our te~cber. But what the Master feared has 

N b 11 \ cc~e to pass , for lo t here came a r onne. r a heatm n 

' 
• ... - IJ~ -· . ~ - - - -- - -

--.. 
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r.c t r ighteous 
1 a beatoen not ~icus to study b is book a nd tc 

imi:-... : ~ cc t izr. evil notions and t o si;eak 3.gainst God and !loses. Intr 

Eis pass1cn~te outc ry a ~ainst N~rbcnn! •e ~nd Efo~i's 

2:1!, c rization of the r evelation 1:. Ch. 5 ~nd Ch. 14. I n Ch. 1 

:::'c;ii r.-err.a r l: s of C-od. 's k~.cwlege Cod's kncwiedge is of the epec1ee 

cf ex letine thing~ :md nc : of ioa ividuals - ?xcept in the human 

Sfec i es" . Shem Tob ~akes a v~r y cryptic r emark . ~e might suspect 

it r e: ers t o absence of Pr ov idence. Aora vanel exclai ms~ propoe of 

ffo ..:. i 's remark " .~ 'i1r •· ) 11 -~ .I',½~ -~ r. 1 l•t) ~1t l1r r::, I,,.,.{' . .... 1 f ' , " 

Not so Efo~ i - no t~ sinf l e ~ite pl~:e or ~erson is men

· : c nea by t izr., not~ singl ~ u etai] refe l ~tory of tbe man tizr.s elf 

except for wha t specious gen~raliLation ca n be ma.l e from his kno~n 

-:t.i eveibent a s a commentator , He s eems t o be an orthoa ox llai zr.on-

:.1:~n nea.rly al1vays- ·nho loves ana. venerat :;a t he g r eat teacher. 

fl:: er e 1e hardly a :i eviat ion of i mpor '~:1nce fror.c the ap1-,a rent mean

i~~ o! M~imon1ues anywhere. The inf luence of Gerson i ~es and 

~r ~s~ae wtom he knows a re no ~ to he s een in c l~ oOffi~enta ry. 

A w~ ra abo~t some very minor d t ff ~re~ce~bet~een ~fod 1 and 

t:e text . Fi: s t, Efod1 t e l ie? es in a strologi cal 1n~luencea Ch . E3t 

30 ~ . His cc n~eptlon of the ~restion, tte theophany are co~pletely 

~11er.or1cal ~n1 symbolic a l an~ i n some cases he goes on to co~~le~ 

t.!" 1.nver.t an allegory o f hi s own accottd . Hi .; God i s e xceealngly 

~cs~ract ano he 1s very f earful lest any 3.'.iu.1xture of r eal i ty re

eul t t hr ou ~;h unguaro eci langua.r e Ch. l S t • A num·cer of other single 

ev i~t1ons ar e appeilClea . Followinl these a number of a.o.... 1ti ona to 

er ~eveloi:,n.ents from the text that Efodi made. 

1- Den i es t hat intellectual ly one i s harmed by undue or 

txcess ive s peculation. Only the phys i cal s enses and organs which 

-

ii .. - , -- -. 
- ·---- ~ _i.__ . - -
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s.re tte oond 1tioos and ins truments of t ho·J.gbt are inj -.ir ed . Oh.32 [ . 

Proi:hetic mat t ers may oe expla1neo even t c b eg i nne rs Cb33 ? • 

No t all i dolaters mus t c e ki lleo. only the priests who a re 

r e s~ons i t le for their wors h i p. Oh. 3 6 G. 
Some chosen inQiv1dual of the s eeker s o f ~iadom l!lay 

occasionally ris e t c t t e l evel of Moses only t here a re f r e a t Qiff

~=-er.ces i r, t he menial g rasp o f ir.:::. iviciuals whose perception i s 

loVt er than tha t exa l tei pl an e Ch . 59 /c • 

Tee poten tial i n t el l ec t has ~n i n t ellectua ~ i~agin~t ive 
;ackgr cunj a c~o r ding to Ma imonia e5; but perha ps the bearer of it 

wi l l be t he emotiona l f a cuJty as accord i ng tc Alexander and Lev i 

ten Gerson Ch. 58 ; • 

!ef ore Mose s peo~le were not only 1~--nor an t of Go~ 1e name 

t~~ of h is ve ry e xistence. Ch. 63 o • 

I t l!lay ·oe t ha t beli ef i n a t.tribu t e s 1vas not only induced b y 

~colly f ollowin~ the liter al me~ 1in~ of Holy Writ but oy tho~gbt 

tc c.. . Cb . 53 1~ • 

(l c,.,.~t• 

a - Pe.raonalLDev i a tion&("li'<1" ,.," '" '" """ '" , .. . , 

Efod i conj ectures th ~t t he name of Gori ' c on t a ining twelv~ 

l e:.ter s mU!;t h ~v = be en 1'11r19 ~;-, ?Ii,~ Neces s lly Exi ster.t. 11 :0,lt perhaps 

it w~s sorueth ing else only God knows ff. The name of forty two lette rs 

~o., i have b een 

Man bas always been living r at ional f e eling JU3 t a s he 1e 
,,., 

today. AQam was not ·Rbolly int~ll ectual at firs t , l a t er became 

mat ~r l al. Cb . 2 ' 

Torah h·,1.s been ~u i:ie of pas t a nd pr eaent gen ,rations . Ch 2 ;:, 

All tba t hatpened. to A1am happen.a to man many times i n our 

J.3.}' , today . To t t. e o.egr e:! tha t man c l ea ves to s pecul:3.tion, he b ea:> m ea 
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:ree of accepted no tions 

Re! lec t1• e men w:.o ~is~ to aF~~cacb Goi - wbi~t 11 tteology

le ~ ~tem aano t1!y tbemselve s witb prepa r atory s tud.lea. Cb. 5 r , 
True 1~eas are the t rue aalvation. Cb. 30 ~ • 

Moses a~proacheo. Cod alone in i arkneaa - a~fr oa~t eci know-

Cb . 18 • 
pv_~ 

It 1& i mposs i ble t o e t~te ~ wba~ Efod 1 1 ph1loso~h1cal 

k~owled.ge was . ~ He men t 1ona Avelfoee Al Gba za1 1, Ar1atotle , but 

;.. 

i:.011 i n t i mately be kn ew them 11 hard to aay . Cr es cas and Ab r avanel ..J~l.hwil\~ 

kco• of Cba.rz 1 1 • vera1on, bu t a~pareotly not be. He never aee~• 

aware tha t t n1a is a transla tion, bu t i n aeveral cases he bas 
I.,,....,... ~• ',. 

·,~riant r e&l.1nga of hi e T1bcon1c1e ( s ee ~ ) . I t 1& ir.ost likely 

t ha t he d i d not know Arabic ~ Falaquera &.nd. Thu Cae~1 certa inly knew 

~babi o , but it 1s exoe edi ngl y do~bt!ul whether any o! the later 

com~entatore vis, Shem Tob, Creacas, or Abr avanel d i d . 

He mentions t he fel lowing names in his ~ommenta.ry : 

Ar istotl e , 1)., Coelo 3.nd Mundo, Bk. I oh. 5. 

l b~ Qa.nach anc Hayya , . Bk I Cb. 8 . 

,......., ____ .....;._ ____________ _ 
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.llex!:.tlder Aph r o dts i a~ Bk I eh. 66 ; , Bk II, Ch. 16; Gal~• 

" !l 72 i,: i verroes 1'!1 74 ~. Intro. Bk lI. ~h . I a nd 29 ·•, 

Gv.ianas . Introd. Bk Il; l b• Ez.t& B~ II Cn 29. , Rimbi Bk II ~h 30 ; 

~~ 3ieg Bk III On 51; Aubecrfbid . 

_ uo tes E;Dd :nentio,!!ll Ne.rbonae, t:ie oommenta.tof"" of 

(G!lazalis Lekaeid) Bk II Ch I~ a . Vidal. Bk 11 ~h 45 (probably u~r 

boan e), Maestro Vidal Bk 111 ~h 29. 

~imuel ib~ ~ibboa. Bk II Cn I , II , to ess~s " .. • ,1.~ IJ :, ' " Bk I I ,. I • 

Gers ... n ides : (""6,estro .1..e1.,o - sut n,;, r .Jf ".i~r s ~f t :1e 1.ord") Bk I 

~ ~ 72 g , Bk II ~h 2~ , 24 ; Coul.'Lenta ry oa Job Bk !l ~n 2S. Further 

.:ieation Bk I Ch 66~ , Bk II 24 6, .Bk 111 2v 1. 

zerptgoen - a uthor of " '"'' (if!>!' " but molt l ikely the s eme Abrahs.m 

r e~ieriks next.I 

~branrun Davi d Cas lari,~h. 78 : ?byeieiem and &~1>oM omer at 

Bese.lu Cat.uon ia ( )in the f irst !lalf uf t!le fo urteenth 
I 

ea tury - teet"her .., f Sarbonne. 

( :) /; b f'':J /"., l:ehsp. €9/t~ 72,g • .?r obably .'Hssim Gerondi. 

Abuhruned (Ghazeli): Xne .>J 11..::, -i) o Makisa d is c; uoted in Ch . 40
1
c 

\ 

Int. Bk II t,Dd :nentioned in C!l . 71 r 
Arist otle • fiatural History ,, uot ed Cn 72 ~ : Ca tegories r efer~ 

e d to Ch 52: 

J o~e ph ibD Caspi - Ch 3 4 1
, 3 6 ? ,73 7. 

S,£~tlf£NS oF ~ ;c~ 6£SIJ 

l.it. From t:ie time when you e a me 

,, ,, " From the time when you i ntended to e ome. lilt.~ 

iffi word ~ iB most l ikel7 Mapelt for-~ .~'"Ii 
rhe 11 ppells.ticD r?" ··~~•i<• is ~owid in a res ponse-"f &i6s1m 6Jld 1D 
a su~erse ription to one o f his o...n words . S e Gallia Juda1e<J • .P&'9 <o • 1 
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--- - • • .z •• • • C ,- ... t: • • .... -.. - .. - . - -~ ... .. - --.. 

C. . 'i :- f.- . ~- • t ' •. ,. p ... .. ! 

1_ .. ·,~, ' , .. 1 ' 

" 
f 

as in ~ l'·-., . i:1 t~e s econ4 

Uone ~ut ~i~selt eo~prehends whe t he i s (Frie6lsn der) av slso 

lio .JDe c-aa :tnvw Gad uee,>t ~oci. .nother Ut,)l81laU ...,n u 
~o ee.tl blow whet B.e is - only thet he does e:Jiet . (ln 

t he firEt ezegeaia rr• :'I meane "Hims elf, io t~• set-ood "lie i ) s eb.69) 

I -- ... • 
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, 'I Ir 11· 

I ' " .von ' t 0 0 oe i,, i ut r ead::e " -. m;ite " , qu. i ec:1a,:1.,.e a l ' e os lys e. 

It i s i111e)c ssible fo r t :! e ,.iv~sessvr s -.,f t :1ese "':1 n,cteri~stic s 

t.., l eav e t:1e evil t,r e its i o dur ed c;; t!leir t en1;~ra:::ea t . ~ 

ot :1eY e.Y.t-la n.: ti.,u i!: t.'.l s t it i~ i :::.,., pssib.1.e t.u et !\:rt:1 ia .;o r ds 
' M ' ~ .. L• 

t:1e avi l na ~s wf t :1 is JaD 1
~ diE t-vSi tivo _ be~~use J ~ :1 i s 

rr.a.ny evil i::. tt r ibutes (~:1 34 ) • : ::e :.e r ..;,0 ,4 e.x~l r.:1::: tiv!'l is 

t eken f r o~ "'esl"i • Efcdi uses b.; t:1 t ~.ese .nean iruE o f ~-) 

. ,, .., ... 

st ;. rt1n;, ,. it:1 :net 5 p!lys i cs . 

,..,._ ; ..• Hh • 1-' ~ ·,,,. ,,,_ .... , / ·11( ;,.-, •,, i"'' 
t::i s q uestivO on t:J~t ~tter et(' . ,,. 

,,...,, ~:1 . 6~ • In, 

:. .. ~a "' n . 62}!1e ;:.-i,es t:.rv :ne i;n in.£"3 vi' 

n cl 2 ) d ei. t :1 • 

" =':•-Sc., ~ :1 2 e 
c..l. 



t!le ms.jorit3 of ~fodl's ('Omments ere sim~le ex~laJ1ator1 

st,., te:nents eit!ler of the words of t:ie te:xt or of tbe ideas in

volved. the philological comment• have el.read¥ been spoken ot. 

Simple explanations may be parapbraEea of the ten and popul

a riza t ion of the thought. ~here may be a translation into 
e 

simple terms of en obaure expr ession- t~ere mq be an illua-

t-r9t i on to the point i n ""~~ 1,4•~• or a e uafi -:•t~en of it by 

edo ueiD$ the ree.eooa for t!le positi"n• ae IIl8¥ supply a faet 

neees1er3 for tbe (lro e>er understanding of t he tezt. ~o t !l.ie 

class belong all those c.-omments w:iieb supeilY a quotati on or g1Ye 

t::ie source for one; also all the ('ross r eter enees where E!'odi 

r ives t:ie Book and Chapter in w~ioh ld&imonides discuss•& - w~ie h 

he promises t o diseusa . or eorss references , in general. Ot 

L~is last elese also e re t !le methemet ieal comments for w~i~b 

i>elmedigo ~ra ised !lim • e .g . eh 3€ J $,'-73 ? • 123• (See below) 

or logi,-el eolil.'Ilents e.g . of the reoiprot'al relation 521( e- W..J ) 

A favorite devi~e wit :i Efo di is to cla r ify a ~oint by elsssi i)

ing or dr&wing distinctions betwen its c~m~~neat ~arts (see 

below). Finally the translat ion and &i~ple expvsitioa of Bibli

~el te7.t belongs ia t ~is class. ($ee below fo r eD.al~le wf Etodi's 

translAt i on of a .Biblical verse) 
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)ll'lPl.i e, e.;est ~ 

=.!~~ ti~~~.! 

l .., "' '"" n d c , ., o t o .. t "' ~ " ., (~oh , ., _ _ - -- _ - --- · _,.._ • . _.1 _ -, ia~u.r ~_'-· '" ~ono : ~,r.?,,, 1 ?1v ~-:i4 ~ t ,. 

1: C,.e::; nvt ~: ,..,, in Ml-t . r0r-ur.f.~ivO (tt:'uiote r' :,,u r ti c.:,o uf t:ie 

·.::-ue ~11 incie.r . 

If <;_ .. ,:. o ~ !::Sl:,_e;: t l·? :' v0e_ i 3 _v0':.' !ll.:J.i' ~ ~ Vi.C <'llinde.r : ----· ------

,.. :i 3c /6 • 

..JJ. ........ ~ .:,,, -.. .. -v~-..1 .L J -·---------

:'i.?ure . :':.us 

01'.;. tte r :,e w,:;.,• interl- e t 1:1 in a .1.it. er~.i. _ense • ...nd 

:'.'.I.i s ;,i_l , ee,. .• l.:.i :!r v.J si,c-:i errvr . l at r d . '<' 
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Care has been taken t o supply sa tisfactory explanation 

of the doubts. r lO ?lrP ,.,. ,JJ ,,, fJ ., Noth ir.g has been set down 

by chance or acciuent but with gr ea t c:oaaiderat ion and with care 

t hat nothing doubtful shoul d remain unexylained. Al l douuts have 

oeen i llwninated J{.>J as far as possible . Introd • .JJ 

Ti1e second meaning of these thre~: 

The second meaning of these three words . Ch. 18 l 

The profundity of this chapter 

consists in its proving that the i nputa tion by t he whole world 

of the three a ttributes to God - is wrong and unfounded. Ch. 57/c 

46 J 

There are clear paraphrases in grea t numbers . 1~ 2u 

61 / 71 -l 17 ~ 

Only corporea l object, The eyes only per ceive corp. 

objects and only one aide of the object - not all of it, only 

a part . Also that wh ich the eye aoes perce ive is only a part 

of the accidents a a white and black which are the color - but 

it doesn't perceive otuer a ttributes since the eye can ' t perceive 

cold and warm. Ch. ,,/ ~ 

Thou shalt wa lk i n his wa,ys1 Lra.n is corporeal but tne 

word ( {,.., doesn't fit what isn't body at al l i.e. God. Therefore 

Maimonides explained it by conduct of the i nner life "Friedlander. 

When two !h1Jlp belong to two different categories: ••·hen 

two things belong to two different categories t here 's no doubt 

t hat there ' s no r e lation betweec t hem. And although thev belon_g 

to o:1e category, A. id although t hey be l ong to one category and 

not to two , there still can be n o relation between them. Ch.52 t."' 

I 



The proportions of the several spheres to eaca otaer 

Friedlander) !'1$1nk baa "les mesures de certaines deJses 

parties• . Efodi differs from both. He writes f 1 ~ f~ /'J" the 

nwnoer of the spheres. Ch . 58~ 

"Ladder• refers to one thing, etc. Namely the inter

connexion of all existence •Descending to the ground" denotes the 

lower world. •Reaching heaven• denotes t he world of the spheres. 

•J..ngels of God" refer t.> the wo.:::-ld of angels. NA.ecending" refers 

to the perception of the inte llisence when it is directed to some

thing above them. 11Desce:1ding• refers to the perception of the 

intelligences when they contemplate themselves or anything below 

tne:n.selves. •God standing over it" refers to the existence of God 

who hovers the highest sphere. llntrod. p . BA 

Harlot, Who =e~oves o~e form and assumes another . 

Intro. p. BB. 

And is a married woman. Matte r will never befixed -

only form i s permanent . (Introd. Sb) 

Some deficiency of birth: f.~ . he was born blind or 

h&lt . (lntrod. p BB) 

Svery evil propensit_x& of hie choice. ( Introd . p. SB) 

Names of more than one signification: The nouo may 

be homonymous a s when we se.y the kid •~ >,. wi 11 be e laught ered and 

roasted and the kid will not be slaughtered and roasted. In one 

of t uese cases 17 ~ stands for t he conste l lation 4!Rpricorn. 

lntrod. P• l0B. 

"Open the Gates" - with homonymous nouus . lntrod. p. llB 

That which is preoaratory to astroqm: Mathematics. 
J1';,PJ1I ,iJo;:-i _,.,i:,,- AA 



His use of I .I\ I is like that in the verse ''Do not g ive thy ,, 
strengt3 t o women; Givio6 here denotes a continued action i.e. 

do ~ot continue to give thy strength t o women - ln our example 

it !!lea ns that the rig11teous will continue to give all his days 

to wisdom. Ch, 34 1 

The first mat te r , The subj ect JJ1atter of the four th 

class wilici1 precedes this fifth . ch. 10 

Aleo applied, 

or aignJ:ficaUon.Ch. 10 

':lJ.-. .,~ fd I.e. , in the third class 

Ruab is also a ~plied to what is left of man afte r 

death; 'lhat is left , according to I.'.a hnonide s opinion are t he ac

quired intellectual actions. 

Shape: As square, round, triangul ar , Ch. 4 ";i 

/ ')"' ''"' -t?6 Nature of nwnoers. 

.. :>• ... " }'II f) " 
The science of nUU1bers. Ch. 34 

.>' 'ip,. : .--.Y~ P:x.: 012erties of geolile tr!_ca l fisures • 

The science is what is mea nt (c)e ," Ch. 34 r 
UanY subjects of speculati on. That is the discipline 

of log ic. Ch, 34 J 

No r is his wisdom like wisdom of u en: 3inc e t he wisdom 

of God is necessary and is the cause of {all) existents but our 

wisdom ie contingent and is acquired from th e existents. 

4· The definit ion of space, Chap. 8 '' 

• of cause . 
. ,-.h .. ,, ,e.J 

I llustration. Ch. 46 n 

58. I' 

Chap. 28 k 
1 o r H 

Ch 35 3 

Or a quotation or its s .:iurce is supplied Bk. 1 , Ch. 5 ~ 

Bk. III, 8), 9 't 



(I I 

Gi ving of cross references t o ~monidean text. 

For t he closer explanat i on 0f this point other chapter s 

have been r eserved; 1. e . Ch . 68 &: 7?. ->f Bk. I. Ch. 32) 

As we she.11 explain i n t~e chapters deali ng with con-

Cl).. 18 & 19 of Bk. III . Ch. 4 0 ~ 

I have already informed you that there is nothing be-

sides God. He gavt this informa t i on i n Ch. 34 Ch . 71 " 



Classifica tion 

Organs or substance cf speech such_as mout~. tongue and 

voice (sounu} a The sound is the !Jlat~rial ~N / ~ of speech where

as t :"le lips and t ongue are t he form of speech. Ch. 4 (, ti 

,, i i~ p 1,i.~ ~I ...,..,,,. •.>,j By custom and bad habits 

l Fr1edlander) So ~ nk. because of the character$ 

of the indi\"idua l manJ r1 ~ l"' t~.i because of the country 1n which 

h e l ives and not through his fault . Ch. 34 ~ . ~ 

Sun consists of f ire aud heavens for~ a hemisphere: 

.tJamonides no" makes six divisions (of errors) - two from the 

lo :,er world, two f r om the intermediary and two from the world 

of toe intelligences. Ch. 36 t 
Growth of body t At the time of srowth. 

Preser7ation of strengt~: I n years of adulthood. 

Pr eservation of e~ etence: I n years of decline. Ch. 30 t.~" 

q, \. Glory word Presence - Ch. 21 ,i 

q..~. 53 .n,'( ,_ 



Holy Writ - Language 

Solomon has already explair.ed that i t is impos sible to 

reach wisdom without a long prepare.tion by sayi ng ,,,,,/ r.;,p.;, .,;,p ,,rr 

The meaning of the verse acc or d i~~ t? the 

opinion of l!aJ.11oniaes is ae f ollows . If the shi. r:v ed.;e of t he kn i fe 

has becooe blunt so that it no longer cute keenly and if t he rus t 

ha s r.o t teE:n removed f:olL its surface:: how is it possible for him 

( the warrior) t o conc;uer other soldiE:rs? \Ii th this p oo r instrun:ent 

it is impoeaitle . Bu t it is neceas&rl that the blade b e repaire d 

t~at it be ehar~ened and ~o~ r b All these improver..ente are 

llteuec before lie can c onc.,uer other soluiers witt tLe aforementioned 

bla.dE: . 

Literal meaning - all advantage 

f or E;i v ing s uc cess is wisdom lBrown D1Qvtir .i r1 &e) . Yet '1isdom 

:.-e~uires many more preparatior.s and prelimin6.ri ea ere man wil l 

[;e t to know t he tru th . This e,:egesis has been folJowed by ~vauel 

Sh em Toi> anci l!unk. The }iebrew is ver:, flu ent and idioma tic. 

Complex Exegeeis 

In t he clces of complex exegeses are included all t hose 

£:Y.e&eses wh i ch are no t requisite for a simple c omprehension of 

the t e,:t or those com.neu te which are not at all exegeses but die

CtUisi tions , deve l opments of the though~ , etc. This may take the 

fo~m of allegor ieeti one , pointing out and resolving contradictions 

i n the t e,:t , d i n :;t i ons of tr.e r eading of the tex t a rbi trary inte r

pretations . There are a ve ry conside r a ble ntl.lllber of such exegeses. 

I t i s not e lv.ays easy to determine ,.•hether a g i ven comment is 



simple or no t . The only criterion poesiuh is the judicious 

reedera ov:n judgment. Doe s a gi ven co1Wuent !'le l p a rrive a t a 

l iteral clear compr ehension of the meaning of t he text ~ If 

yes - then it is simple . I f the rem&rka do not s erve t his pur 

pose t h ey are usually complex. 

Another eet of comments wh i ch are not simple nor ye t 

ueceae&rily complex, though t hey are to be classi f i ed unaer t hat 

general h ee.d , are i nt=oductiona, BUJUll~ r i e s or tre.nsitione.l s tate

ments , such a note may be a f a i thfu l sta tement of the upshot of 

a che.pter ( and not complex) but since it i s not an exegesi s of any 

one point it baa oeeu class ified under cotuplex . On l ~• thr ee 

chapte rs i n the firs t book have introduc tion\ bu t very many have 

concl~ding trans itional r emar ks - somet i mes sUfillllar i es . 

Con t rad i ctions - ~uestions on Tex t 

True e ~s enc e of the Lord: This is contradictory to 

Cha p. 3 7 wher e he says 11And the truth of hie exi stence as i t is 

i:i reali t;} canno t be apprel. encied ~, whe rea s here he se.ys ~and he 

comprehended t he t rue essence of the Lord" . It may be answered 

that here is an i l~uetra tion of the f i f th ceuse lof cont r ad i ctions 

mentioned i n t h e i ntroduc t i on) Here he epeak3 quickly and in 

passing - but t here a ccord i ng to the t ruth. Ch. 3 -

Ch, 3 fr , 4 G 9 ( , 24 ;;i 34 Ji. 36 ? 

( ~uoted f r oll! Caspi) 56 7 60 ff 

Dir ecti ons on Reading ot Text 

Prophet i c f i guree wi l l be expl&.ined in a cert a in way: 



He will reve~l part end conceal part 

out there never will be a perfectly ~lear and complete explanation 

l i n t. ~) 

In this figurative s e nM: Everywhere that l!aimonides 

Seys ;:;i~r • .,~) )'11j 1vfl .,e v1ishes to call our a t tention to the fact 

th&t the ve rse in question is unlike tne prec e d i ng ones. So here 

t.be sigh t , which is l..Sed i n r eferer!ce to God has no 

relation wit!, that of hwaan beings , since it is _/ [,Q :\} ? ~ in

t ellectual perce~tion. Ch . 4 ? 

Wherever l:i..iuon ides says "this i s not the purpose of 

the cha1>ter "he is hint i ng at soUJe t hing. Ch. 54 
0 DM PL.e...r €'>' li 6 E t; F • 

Causes of_ _i_oconsistence and con tradiction: There is 

c. difference u etweeu c ontr adic t ion ~,~ a nd inconsiatancy 

(contrary) In ;1 , 1
J10 there is a divergence both 

in q_uanti ty and quality . Take fo r example the case of t ::.iese two 

etate~enta. ill men write . No men ,:r i tea . There i s not 

~erely a Qi fference of posit ive und negat ive ~etween these two 

aesertions ( -;,.-, ,_,.o/ 7/11'/I f1f,, ) bu t also one of c;uality. I n Ti) :, 

thtre is onl:;· a difference of quality e.i. the man i s white, the 

m&n is bl&ck. l n trod. p. l 0A. 

\ Note: .:)heoto~ follows . Creseao ad loc . i nt. e rprets converse ly and 

mor e justly) 

''Teach me thy faith - v1h i ch .I. should t oo" : Vlhet:t:er I 

s houlu proceeu 'by wa.y of absolu te religion 

absolute philosophy ( ll~~? :l ' i) lo l(, ;:> ) 

the e , O Lord. QI~t roc . 9 . ) 

G/r{ .,7 ;pl.fl or 

for my de~ire ia unto 

~C~0.!!8::a:m0=.,i::E;.:,O~n:.1Y~ .t!4-.:..~ w_..,_? _ _ ..;.;>_e J_, -~--=i~s---'n--'a--'t ___ u ___ r~e l SC i enc e: Nat Ural 



science is calle d 

1Cnowled£;e of natural scie:1ce pre ceaee c:.r,d is the beginnir.g of 

theo ).ogy - me tc.phyeice. Another e:JC?lai;at i on~what was made at 

the beginning ... nd origin was made by( inJ the essence of tbe thing. 

Th e ager.t ie within it a.!d this i s called natural.for n &ture makes 

it wi th h e r i &ginative faculty . \Ne.r bonne an) ( Introd) 

Gr eat theological s cholar: 

He is described by a ll the attriu u tes that he shou ld possess . ~ ~~ 

de1~o tea one g ree t in philosophy , 'JP., i n Talmudic s cier.ce e.nd 

' ."lf1r i n t h eology. rle is in possession of the truth. ·1,hen he 

tee.cl:es a cert ain matte1· he a oesn' t teach fro11: t lle rabbi .iicel 

ete.ud point i.e. the Talmud nor according t o phi losophy but in 

accordance v:ith the truth which is midway between tllem. lntrod. 

Absu r d ity of the i r perverse notions: The refe rence h ere 

is to t he tene ts of the .i.Jd tekallimt n \1ho a re not truthful a nd go 

in the p c.the of Se phietry . l l ntroci, ) 

q_.. Ch . 3 Ir , 66 I , , 53 g ' , 17 r 

Be firill and eteadfazt in t h e convict i on that God is the source of 

e.11 thin6 s f or this •r. i _} lead you t o a kn:>w l e dge of the Divine 
_,,J .. !11 7 ..J'I "'.., H ~ i,rd j-t l',"' 

Bein.;. "-' 

If you wish to coraprehend ths.t Goa is the s our ce of all 

things be firm and steadfBst to pe r ceive and compr ehend ell 

existents , 'fben you will know truly that God ia t h e source of 

all t n in~a and you wi l l have comprehended as much of Hi.!:! as you 

\·,ill be aole to for !Olov;ledge o!' the essence of Goa is closed to 
' 

us . Let h i m, therefore , wbo de-sires t :i apprehend , wh atever can 

be ai: pr et.ended perce i ve ana c ozr.prehend l gr aap and understand) 
I 



all the aetails of existence 

as h e ·1, i 11 know tLeee h e wi 11 ,cnow Go ci f.:ir e.J 1 existents have 

JcCH stamped witr; a spi ritual f orm& l s';a!.llp. Ch. 16 ,r 

According to a nother read ~ : lie s uggests here t hat the 

v:i eciom ~~, t- for the ea ce of whi ch the hUCJ&.n form l epec ies) exists 

is ;.he 'i'orah. It is composed of i ntellec tual notions a nd e t hical 

p1·ecepts. By the knowledge and observe.nee of it doe s the hW!Jan 

siiecie:e reach p e r fection ami i mmcrte.lity lJut not by wisdoiri ,l N )). 

alone n or by t ~e deeds o f the Torah alone . Ch . 3 0 •1 

When h e s&~s that 

et toe waters of }la.rah. ( 

f 1 f'/ water refers to wisdom he nints 

,..., 'lt.l iµ l it . v.atere of b itterness ) 

Fo r i ntellectual principles alone are bitter t o the crowd and 

deeds alone are bitt e:- for t he enlirn ter.ed r ' (,.,e_,.i 

Therefore the thing c o111bit1ed o f theL. both which is t h e r ora.h i s 

"sweet ,m~er•· . And t h is is what our Rabbi s said it 

hi~) :'l''ltl ? ~ The Sabbath a nd t he l aws were re,•ealed at J.a rah: 'Sabbath' 

is a reference t o tl',e knowledge of f irs t principles ,notions so 

profound tha t t he human mind is exhausted till i t gets to them, 

,, .. l ) and l aws n,f e r to moru ls and practica l commandments deeds • So 

the;y a;.l led attenti on t r, the secret of tlLe waters o f .l..arah in these 

dt ep v,oras . Unders t and th i s for it i s wonderfu l t o t he i ntelli

benteia ar1a to the l.!IB.ss . 

He should respect h is s ster: 

Th1:tt ne shou ld respect his acquired intellect . 

Sun®aJ iee , Tr ansitions, etc . 

Ann k.now t:!lis a lso: Ya'111.oni dee b rough t this chapter 

after the one on ,,,j to complete the homonymoue mea nings of that 

term and to explain that it is used to express t he three elements 



l of all existing t l: ings) . ForI!. l,.at ter and Privation. Ee wishes 

also to expl~in the significance of 

J·ock in Horeb . Ex. 17
1
60 when Moses brought for-th water from the 

rock. Rock ( 1/j ) in this case llie&.r,s prime mE.tter. Moses ap

,Frehended and knew t be euoject of matte1· and was working on the 

ma t. ter o f t h e worlc. as he desired ar.ci was causine it to leave one 

foru ana as sw:ic: anothe :- • This is the key t o t b e vers e. 'J.'o e xcuee 

r..iLse: r fo: h&.·,ir.g obscured t h e truth and spoken only hint i!"lgly 

t.:e s1..~s t hat neces sity compell ed him ns you•ve seen i n this chapter. 

l,o,, s 1n ce ne has spoken of causative elements - tl11d that which is 

the cause of ~nother me1ts and touches l i ;.~I t,,111)) that other 

ae watter \\ith for1u - therefore ll.. added t r.is following chapter . 

This is derived from 'lbM Cas p i. cl. ·11 1 

lntroductioos: 

111 this chapte:- 1.!aimonide3 s.bs olutely :;> E:rmitteci the 

expk netion of God ' s spiri tualit.r l depr i\•ation of corpe reali t y) 

to Lhe masses . This is the firs t ir.tention of the book acd the 

reason why it is called :i 1 If() l!oreh - t eacher. For the earlier 

Sages u sea to indulge ir. obscurities . 14.. :-.ad thi::, eleuee heie, 

an, eay t ha t i1e ia a veritable light an.;. thnt the lisb,t dT1ells 

with him, -:-. 'rd "~ 1 "' I I b ecau e- e it Wf. S imprope r 

to tell t he mas ses t hat God is no t corpereel ( because for them 

t112.t woula b e equivalent to denying h i s existence) and equally 

improper to sa. that be i s co r 1>41 r ea l for that woula be wice of 

the truth . Ch. 35 . 

Thie jr, Narbocnean . See f u rther Ch. 66, 

Efodi is wrong or unfounded in his r eu;arks occasionalJy. 

It is usually an excessive colll!nenta~ive zea l which has carried him 



,. .. . • . 

,, 

aatray. Inatancea are lntrod. ) ' Chap. 28 .h, 49;, , &5 Ir, so ~. 

62 7 • 

The text 1a in ■eYeral oaaee open to ■u■picion. Aaide 

from the fact that ■ingle words sometime■ seem to be wrong there 

are instance■ where eectiona haYe been aiaplaced. Ch. 2&(, Ch.9~ 

46 1 • .lbraYanel at the end of chapter 3 quote■ ~todi differently 

- qutt~ certain things which do not appear in the co11111entary here. 

Further it ia very remarkable that two lengthy and important 

exegeaea of pointe in the lloreh that are quoted in Btodi1 ■ gn.mmar 

4o not appear in the coDDDentary. Tile editor■ of the 

llaaaeh &tod in their introduction (p. 9) conJecture that our ecli

tion ot the commentary hae bee.n tampered with by the ceneor. 

liaaseh Etod ed Friedlander & JCohn - p. ?, p. 90. 

ffodi as a co111Dentator, Sourcee 1 lpfluegce,Concluaiopa. 

Bfodi'a method aa a comnentator baa already been apoken 

of. Something muat now be saia about the aourcea of Bfodi'a c~ 

mentary and ita influence, then a few conclueiona aball be drawn. 

Kfodi'• debt to Joaepbi1" Caspi is great and hardly eYer 

acknowledged, - in eimple and complex exegeeia alike. The ntiona• 

lietic empbae1■ , the zeal tor allegorizing, the tendency occaaionally 

to mystify or be intentionally ambiguous theae and other trait■ ha 

abAree with lb• Caspi. These characteriatice are found al■o 1D 

Barbonne ot cour■e and it 1• from these two men that he deriYes 

aoet ot hi■ extended complex coanent■• Hie simple ana~si•• com

Qenta, conatructione are generally hi■ own. 

Aa to hie influence it ~ be eaid tbat 
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3hem.Tobff r eli es on Efod i ' s simple exegesis a ll tne t i me,( In s ome 

ca:.:es when Efodi is obscure because of h is suc~,Mf.,..,Ns we are 

helped by reading the more extended coI!lll1eut of Sheml'o b fitted into 

Efodi ' s own words, ( anci t hat though Abrava:1el does not always ac

cept Efoci.i's co1Ill.4ents h e is always cognizant of them. Though 

c r escas does not mention Efodi by nc:une he frequently gives the 

scUlle explanation as the latter. 

In fine it may be said t hat Efodi ie of se r vice i n render 

ing the Tiubonide text more accessible. Of all the f amous com

mentaries it is the s i mples t and least pretentious. Loya l disciple 

of tne gr e~t master ~ imonidee crown of the rMsters of theology and 
I 

philoeopby ( :- ,n,-.:11 =-"''"·' , ~7 l' ~''cJr ;,.-,U, ) l as t of t h e &
110

"''
11 

in time but first i n impor tance - author of that gr eat book whose 

vulue a nd i mportance cannot be est i mated - the l i Ae of wh ich has 

Leen com9osed by nu otller nation . his modest aim wa s to make th e 

read ing of tbe text more easy for the Jews of his time . ~,e have 

a l ready seen that pr evi ous co1.Umentators had complained of the 

povert y and i nfrequency of .l.'.:armonidear1 e t ua iea . This condition was 

cert a i nly worse now c:.nci. :.::roui ' s colllluentary the ei?.1plest and lea.et 

-our aened wi tb extraneous matter - must have been of undoubted 

service . Efodi is only rarely actually wro ng e nd that usua l ly by 

mieunder standing of a construction. uf cours e thEre are p lacee 

wh1.:re his oo,wuent is obvious or naive or s uperf luous, or fs.r

fetched . But definite ly w:--o~g on vita l poi nt he is not . He 

unders tands the text a nd i n many cases he is i l luoi r.c.t ing. Hi s 

Hebrew is fluent and easy and is seen t o good advantage in the 

7f It is re.markable t llat though ShemTob roentions Narb 111ine he never 
~enti~na Efodi by i:irune and ce1·tainly does not acknowledge his i n-

ebte~nes~ • . unly 1n one place . Bk. III , Ch. 51 , in reference to 
~~~ sup;r10~1ty ?f phi~osop~ers t o T~lm~dists does he mention ~fodi 

a q_uo .. e tue explanati on given bp him in t he preface to his grammar. 



loni:;er exegesis . 

His mathematical comments we havt! seen were selected 

by Delmedigo as especially praiseworthy. Otherwise there is no 

orig inality in l:.fodi ' s colllluentary excep t. that his aim is con

sciously mo1·e modest than even Abrave.nel' s or lb~ Caspi ' e who also 

i;ive .!ll8.J1Y simple c ollllJlents . To have as a guicie t o the ~ioreh a man 

who is of rationalist tem:per . we l l ve:-sed in philosophy , who has 

&.1. affection for t he task ana who mo:·eover confirif::S b.i l!lself mostly 

t o g iving only t h e necessary co . ..ments "1ithout runn ing i n t o pages 

of text is still an adventage even for the modern reader of the 

1..oreh and vt:ry likely this wa.s even more the case in the past. 



D:an ple of Ef od i s Exeges is 

On P i rst Te n ? r oposit ions Bk. I I 

It ie imposs i b le tha : the~e sh~u l d be an i nf in i te 

line o r s urface or b ody . 

3v ery mo t io n i s a gradua l chanr e a nd e ~e ry c r a dua l 

chang e i s a gr adual tra ns . ti on f r om p ote n t iality t o actuali ty -

Gr ad ua l chanr-e i s ,)aSSage fr orn :,ne attrib u te t o a n:> t h e r a nd 

t ake s p lace in four categories for s u dd en c han~e wou'd take 

place in al l t e n. In real i ty moti on ci oes not a pply t:> h e 

c a tef!'o r y of substance - f or i t is a s ud d e n chanf!e . '.'/he n t he 

se"r.i na l drop chanqe s t o the hu rna n f orm i t i s i '.!!µ oss ib l e tha t 

the ch anr•e s h ou l d take p lace i n time for tha t wo·1 U i ·'l1. l.Y tw o 

f Jr ras dwe lli nt t og e the r ei~u lta neou sly, or matte r wi t h ou t for ~ . 

We may say t ha t accor d i ng t o " ai~ ~n ides n ot i on may b e used i n 

r efe r ence t o s 11hstance b e cause of the >no ti on of tii c po t e nt i ality. 

When the f orm o f air change s t o tha t -:,f wate r it is now 

one bu t it i s necessary tha t the a i r sh ?v ld bec o~e ch i l l ed or 

b ecome rea dy t o assune the r ~r ~ o f wate r. ~hus the r e i s moti on 

a nd t n.is ie wh a t :: . meant. r ai111o ni des d id nJ t ment io n t h <> 

cs t egor y of ~ositi on ?~• (j n G-ha z a li - !la k?se d ) b ecause it 

may b e i ncluded u nder ou r ca t efo r y of "p lace". 

Thi ng s wh ich chanr e in the i r sub stanc e are d i visib le

s od the r efor e every thi nB whic h moves i s divi s ib l e. Hence any 

t hin_:- wh i c h changes move s anrJ is divisi:, le i s nece e sar ily c or

poreal. We mi g h t a sk why ; ' , says that e ve ryth i nr. wh i ch !'.O\' e S 

i~ o i1 i sib l e for the s ph e r e oov e s bu t i s ind i visible al t ~ ou~h 

men ' s mind s c a n h:ag i 1e the p os sib ili t y :, f t h e ce l eetial s ub -
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stances being divisible {d espite the fact that the sphere iteelf 

is indivisible) since we th i nk of them as of bodies . Thie is the 

di:'ference be tween conceiv:!.ble a nd ooss ible ...,Qr) trl "-' . 1'be 

f::irme r refers t o our concept ion 01 watter a rid hae a::> refe rence 

t::> the natu~ ~ subject - but the latter impliee that the possib 

ility exists in the very nature .-;f t he subject . Thue i t is 

conc ~ivab le from the point of view of our •fl inde that the sphere 

be di, isible. So t hen there r eally is n::i questi on ::>r. ··.Jirr:onidee. 

~veryth ins- which r.;oves by acciden t comes t::i r~st by 

neces sity . 

We might ask if it is true that a cor po rea l thin~ 

t hai sets another in notion can ::>nly effect this by setting 

itself in motion a t the same t.ii!e - how is it that 11e find a 

magnet moving i r on wi thout itself mov in~. The answer ie that 

the ma!"net does not cause the stone to mo ve but that the " form" 

of ir::in impels the subs t anc E to the ma~net - which ie a vreea~le 

t o its natu re. For j ust as matter i s attrac ted t J fJrm and 

move e towards so:oe th ing a g:-eeacl e to its na t ,;re - so may for m 

s~metimee mo ve to matter. 

Acciden ts exiet thro•Jf"h obje:!tS -i. 0
• if the objec t 

d isappeared the acc idents wo~ld go too . The essence of an 

ob j ect is d e t ermined b cer tai n trai t s whose di s appearErnce 

would be followed by the disappearance of the object as a 

natural form. 

{The e i~hth pr opositi on is not c l ear - and is ap

paren t ly misprinted) , 



e: o:r. e tc. ir .• 1..,.· tere::: ~ y tte 1.out l1 

tete not to apr,re!.er.c: t::e esse::ce oi tLa.t uni .. y a:.c' its :nean

i:-.r :.ut v. ot.lc ,.ert=>l~ say t :.e ?,or~s - t :i i s ie r.ot belief. A six-

Stem Toe j oes not five a si mple e • egesie: of tbe ptr ase . 

- ? 1iret point6 _ut t be place o t tne c~apt~r i n the wo rk . • 

T~e~ te adds: Ee nc~ ~ishe s tc erplain t ~at ~e does not oossee s 

attr:~ · tes and wtoscever bel ieves tr.at E~ do es , do ee not telieve 

ir. Goo , s ince God is or,e, and v, r.atever .r.as a n a t.t r ilut e i s not 

o: . .:e . S:; ~-e ::. e f i r. s to e :rplain •1.h&. t f aitn is - not a verbal oro

! ee:sion tut sometr.in? a ppretended by the mind in the conviction 

• EE .~ces : :- : $ i :. t r.e f o l le\', i · -. u.:;.cncr: :La.imc:1ides nas e.lreaJy 
E:" ::.•lair.ei a J l t ::e t ~::-ms i a1o l ) i r . .: co r ~oreali t , Y..ric: v.ere used 
e.1 c.1: ~:. s.:::: a r.t.el s . c l.!t ' t!-,e r e i s a frour, v.hich believes t ha t 
~~~ is neit~er co rpcr eal ~o= a ior c e ir. mat ter - o~ l y t h5t He 
~as a ttr:tut es . 'i'::is ttey ce:.:cv e:. (1) Lecause c f t~.e act i ons 
1·.:. icr co.1oe f r on. Him - 1: i r.c e ~tey t r.olli7h t t ha t hese co.ne f r o-n 
att: i ~utes anf trai : s a d~ ed t o His esience and ( 8 ) r eceuse of 
t.. e literal t.m~erstar, ::: i c.g of the Torar1 , Ttere are t:.ree c i v
i ,- icr. s i:. tr.i s grot...p - t. o se bel ievi ng t r:a t P. f' possesses at
t ritut e e a dd ed to Hi s ec, er.ce , t hose telieving that His at~ri
:.. ..:tes are i d e nt ical 1, it . P.i s e s sence, the se believir.f· a com
tinatior. of t hese t wo , 1. e . , t ea t ni s a ttrit utes a re r:ei thE>r 
:-!ia essence nor an; tr.in eY t raneous to P.is esse:'lce . .Mai mor,ices 
is _o ing t o prcvc t hat GoJ is ~ot ccrpcr eal no:: a f o rce in 
1atte r , Lut tr.at ~e is one of s im~l est unity, t nat t!:ere is no 
olu.ra l i t,- i 11 Hirr: '-'hatever ~nd ::O coT.oosi t i on , L ut t hat He ie 
Or ... frc,m v.netever side .,cu c : r.sic er Him, t r.at r.o ol :...raf}:-ltrJ:111 r 
be found ir. Hi:n not outsi!: e o f tr.e mir.c. n~r l\ i tt:in it_ ~ <. i' '" (c ) 

( [, t, I ll/ 



;..travar.el, like s~. e:r:, : ot , e- i ves e. ~ene ral int. ro r;uc -

·:.<-_t .:. e} i e f is 1ounf v,i:enever one ap; re~.r-: .-: s a.r. obJect i .:. t is 

'!l i :,:' ::1:-.j t o l e s tr.3..t t :-. e ctject l !': e ~is•·en tiall:; just wnat h e 

co~ceives it t : we i c ~is :ni~d . Mose s Narbonr:e bas i nt~rpreted 

:~ie telief as &r y sort Lf beli ef (Ee e be l o~ ) ~ c et~er t rue o r 

f alse . It follov, s t:.a t i : is not suffici er, t to repeat tncse 

vc r d s with tte mouth if tr: ey are n~t app r et e~d ed b y t te ~ind . 

T! t e th P ma:ter o! attri~~tes. He ~r:o telieves in the~ after 

;.o i ess ing t o telieve in the knity 01 God a n: his f r ee iom from 

!I.ta tte r i s Ei!ll;:lJ r epeat i ng so:net hi,.g v,ith h i s :nouth \\'bich he 

ca rr.ot appreh end i n his ~l1.T1te lleci 

The t~l k of Acravanel ~ e Tegesis on ttis c~apter is 

c ~~i ine~ t o the a nswe ring of t ee que8t i ons aoout the chapte~ 

v,r. i cr. r.e n imsel: r::.iees :r. his c u stoma r y me.nr.E-r, Sc-me are 

int :- re r t i ng , occaEior:all 1 e ven su::.tle , ::1.:t never profoun"' . 

I c~ c~spi ~rites t~a t ~~i r c~a~t e r i F an i nt ro i uctio~ 

~= : ~e fol o r in~ eleven whic~ prove tne i mpo s si t i l ity of ap-

l y i P. : a ttr i t ute to Joe 

: .. o~.,;~. r.ot f r om the i ntel lecte: o f -c.!1e celest ie.1 scr.ere!: ~~1:: tt.e 

.:.. c t:ve I r,tel lect . T: is, r.:., ever , he w.: er s'too: o .. ly t! or:e 

1 . . c ·.ac stLL". ed :nets.p:ysics . Tl.e r e i s o :-.e eYegesis o:.ly Ci-:1~ 

',\ T . c-:. s ho,s t.is a ttit •.:r' e tovar " s t:: 1s 2:-.apte:- (see telov ~ ) 



r~ ites: The purp~se is to explain wnat is true faith as an 

ir.aJ1..UCL10n to attri butes , and wnat .. ne scn~lar should oavt 

1~ .. oe "'?.7 or beliefs. Faith is not 6 matter of speech because 

v.e .:an say one tnlnl ano Dt:lieve 11.s op pJsi te. 

Toe term 11 fai th 11 i mplies that t.'.le OOject of oelief 

so~ulo oe apprehendec oy the :nind and tnat the believer should 

nave the c~~vlct i ~n that the Object o f belief exists i ~ the 

~oJecL ive Wj rlri e xactly as a pprenenced 1 - al~h~ufn ne nas not 

estaol isnc:d tnis oy pn.Jvf. Tnus the t e rm 11 

canoe a pplie~ even to a false oelief. 

,.,{;,,,;/, 11 11 faitn" .,, 

A si:nple paraporase of the text. The last com:ne nt 

~s ta,ce:. 1r .... :o ~ oses Na r b .... nne. The lat. : er relates tnet when as 

a ; ~uto he nae sLuo1ea i n Perpi~na ~ a f a~uus teacner ana his 

~lsci)les had rid iculed one ~no ha~ e xplained that 11 

11 fa1tt" 1s at s.:i.ae ti..JJc usec .;fr.r ue be l i efs e.na sorneti!tles 1n 

.::..it.nectivn wi t .... f alse oelicfs. He, uespi u, ;:;ereonal ant.i?athY 

t~ ~~e ur icinat ,)r vf ttis co:IULent 1 nevertoeless espoused the 

ca~se .:> f t~e trutn ano ad1..ucec tnis cha pter as support . Moses 

Naroonne taices pains tv pr .:ive tnat 11 -, i 11t1/r 11 ne re s i ~nifies 

any oe l i e f. If Lne JOJ ect uf oelief actually uves c.:>nf.:>rcn to 

... 
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aie idea of it then the belief is true. con5ruence witb r eal1 tY 

o.oes no t constii.ute tne essence of ·oelief; out mental apprehen-

si-:m anc f aith toa t the existen-.;ia l object corresponds to the 

idea of it. 

Snem fob repeats t his 9na ~oes on LO make a classifi-

cati on ~f f our s orts of men with reeard to beliefs. Toose who 

say tney oel i eve without !llentally apprehenaing: that object of 

oelief, tnose WhJ pro~ess, ap ~rehend out do not believe that 

toe uoject is actually sc , those who profess, apprehend and 

oe11eve in tne cong ruence of the c,::inceived v.i th the ideal ooject 

anc f i nally, those who profess , apprehena, believe in the con-

5ruency where there really is an i dentity between the concepticn 

ano t.ne reality. The first is not worthy the name belief and 

not illUCO more so toe secona. ~ost of the :LaSE e s nave such belief. 

rne thira is r eally oelief ana t.be fourth is true belief. Ana if 

no reasonable argument can be found for the rejec t i.:>n of that be

l ief or for the possioility of conceiv ing it s opposite then it 

is aosolutely true . Nothin6 i n t ois essay is cal l ed 

exctpt what is i ntellectuall~ apprehended ano bel ievea to be 

i. rue. Fur Lher, let hi!ll who wisnes to study this bo ->k not stop 

oere but seek to aeter~ine i f his own belief 1s true or not . 

Abravanel hOlds that Moses Marbonne•s i n1..erpretat i on 

of ?Jl1,,/c, a:1d for t.ilat illahe r .Laimonidesr, is not justified 

oy Holy i ri t because tber e, it is never used in connexi on with 

false oeliefs. He ctoes, nvv.ever, acce~t the d is tinct i on anc 



uses it later in nis own exe5 esis . He expresses dlssatiefac-

,iJn witL Mai.Lonides• riefiniti or. oi faith as i ntellectual ap

;,reneneion and kno1··le11be - for w:ten Holy writ used :_; 1~lr 

itdid not refer to s o~etoi nl ap~rehenaed by th~ugbt - synony~ous 

~i tc. intel1ec ~ual perce;ni on and knOWJ.EOEe. Accor din; to 

::l olica l usage 1/1111, 13lplies f our things: ( 1) That the be-

lief is accepted (on authvri ty or tradition) but not apprehended 

o; stuuy or conte:tplati,m . ( 2) Tt.at its s ource is in prophecy 

ano in 3liracle s out not i n Ergwnentation and r4t1 onal provfe, 

nner,\iee l L Vl vUJ.O oe called kn..>v1ledee or wisdvm and not be lief. 

(3) Tnat is is eternally true (and not as uoses Narbonne holds 

i31plying Sv~eti~es true and s o~eti~es false bel iefs, ..>therwise 

it w..:>1Ld be called oouot or false i..;pressia: ). I t always refers 

t o truth anv substantiated opini on, (4) That it is a homonyme 

aesi~nating greatness , f~l thfulness, estaolishednes s, creftsman-

s n ip anc. iinal.y a strOOtf em..>t i ,:m in t.oe soul ( /_:_j jl) which 

1s kn,.mn a e :-ij 1f{/< . This last nv mJ:1.ym.ous !lleanin5 is only 

used i n re6ard tv d ivine matters, f or even if a 31an sho~la hear 

a~d accept ( on authority) the existence ~f pri~e ~atter. Eay, 

i .. w,;u.ld be an 1n .. e llect..ial !llatter out not =:Jt#/4 . These 

f cur conaitiJ~s deterfiline a u ivine oelief. To be sure, 1nte1-

lec"~al apprehens i ~~ is necessa r y 38 Maimonides says out there 

wi1 oe no --)_) IIJ/r if t.hese f our condi .,i ..,ns are absent. 



~s? ec ially if you won 't seek t neir truth. 

Efodi si mply i nser ts t be w.Jrd 11 nc t 11 
- carryin,_; 0:1 tne 

i.:ea of 'J\ \ N N in the previ0us pnr a se . 

Crescas r epeats 0 1 s a yinb that the word 

a~olies tJ OtLer ve rbs than i t s ~wn eno it 1s as tbo~gh i t were 

?l! l't~en ~r"";)J) '.J))-0/V 

Shem rob r epeaiJ a nd awplifies: }la i:nonides says 

"~a ~ if a man will stop et t ne mere r ecital of trutns or sup

posed t r uths wi t nout f o rmi n~ any i dea s of t hem tnat would be 

ve ry easy, especial l y if yo~ wi l l no t se ek to d i s cove r i f t bey 

are true or not. 
so, many f Jols will oe founc who bave belie fs 

wbicn tney nave not a pprehe nded i ntel lectua lly; if you call 

this .:.._""/1;,1/4 it will be >Jj1N lr accor d i nl$ to tbe fool and not 

accor Qi n~ to the defini tion of ~J 1111/4. If then y..,ur s oul 

iesires t o rise t o a bi t her state, i.e . , conte~pla tiJ~ , if YJ U 

oelieve that corporeality must necessa rily be r emoved fro~ God, 

a~d tbat God i s one with a uni que uni ty s o t hat no compos i t ion 

exists in Him, tnen i t fo llows necessarily that He has no 

a t t ri outes, 
Ion Caspi remarks that truth is pr oven knowledgei. .l'~,,. 1 , . 1 , 

l1 



Those oelievers in the attributes wno s ay tnat ~od 

ie .:>:-:1,; anti the t he oas :nany att ributes see:n as thou;?h it were 

tneir ,roblem and conce rn now we should bring tnese t hings to 

utteranc e, nut wnat we soo~ld oel ieve. For if these people 

nau apprenendea intellectua lly toe suoject of God ' s unity and 

~ oikis many essenti al at ~ri~utes, they cu-ld not believe 

tnus , since ~ne ju~6ment undoubLedly ~on: radicts the other. 

A si~pl e explanati~n. 

crescas appar ently understan~s t he s a ~e way out he 
cnul.-. 

~er e l y s a1s that thie phr ase goes back t o whet was sa id . above 

q 0./~ fc. I ~, 1 J./ /fr~, ? 1.tfr"' •1 / J · 

She~ roo accepts a~ri aaJs that all Israel oelieves 

~oat Goe i s one ano tne thinkers oe l ieve furthe r t n~t ~oJ has 

Belief co:nes 

.:>nl; after cuncept i .,n ( 1 /· 3 ) anci the deiini tion .;f ·oelief, 

wnetaer actuall/ true 0r nut , is toe f a it~ with r eear d t0 s 0me-

t~in~ apprenended tha t it is real t y as we c .:> nceive it. 

:iaroonn&) 

(~oees 



Pfc/ 

Tn1s c~epter is e n i n~r0duct i on t o ~h~ suoject of tho~ 

Frora !'l v v,· on be 

v1 __ spLak J f Jvd 's a t 1ri oute s ana ne Kill give e ver y clear 

explana ti on J f the necessi t y f o= reJec~l n~ a c t rioutes in r e f er

ence t o God ana wil. explain in what sense they ~ey be appl i ed. 

!'. is v.-111 : e ke ii Li etne end of Cnep te r 72. 

A s i~?le exesesis end a trans i :i Jnal no te. 

in tne text an~ a d~ s tha t t his i s also a definition of true 

~~~etnin~ w~i ch ls tr~e and the c on t rary of wnich cannot be coo

~eived, ye t if nis i n:el l ect have no i mage of it, t his beli ef is 

~~ : a ~r ue belief . A true belief is one ~here the ooj ect is 

CJnce ived in the i n t ellec~ jus t as it is 0utsi de the ~i nd and 

wner e it re ,lly ls s o. 

uoses ~erbon , e ~~~~~itu ates nis pr evi vus statemen:s, 

3na tnen aade that our belief tnat the intellectusi i n te l ligeils 

anu i n t e~ l i 61ole a re one i n God i s unlike the Chris t i an a ffirm&-

0 1 



ti ~n witn re~ara t~ t~eir t rinity because the former belief is 

real LY conceived as one whereas tne latter is impossible to 

conceive unless t'-'O c ontradictions c:c.n both tie t rue. 

She~ Too s~ys thie ie wonderful and bidden to the 

co::n.rien -;;a t ors. 

-



C::c:.,t e r 51 . 

;c : r . .,,. :::c..:1t r ~r:. :c exper1er. ce , e .,, t&.~11.,, ell the exis t er:ce of 

.:.tt.m .~ - ti.e .11di; .:::o c. 1 cf wr.1ch wa: 1,•ell i,.r.o -~n. 

s •. :. :1 r.1u,;; :: i :: 1 se c,r tc e _t.::.t.ll,,.1 ... 1 .. re l 1::,1ous f a..:tr; - wn1cn 

s~~ . .;;e e;q.,e :1:r.ce 01· 1nnc:1. t e not o:. 3 ccr:tr., _ 1.:::t. 

t1."'"t r.c. ex.1;:;t 

.dv .:::et.:. 

t! . .:: t ~r.~; (':<tC:Jl 3 t3) te

? r -- ,1 !J.,-,v -'° ·lei .,J} 

IL! ccr:crete ex i 3tence of ~ny e xistin6 t hing 
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tnere i s a third attritute by wticb you uJJ,.y aescribe h im, -

or y~u ~~y aeprive ni~ of wisdom or chan6 e the t : rms somewhat 

ano. say - .f<eut en io kno ,·1ir.e or intellii,ent. Eut •i;pea.kin6 

is the e~planaticn of t he na~e man 

~nu its ess ence . You c~n•~ ~esc~ibe ti~ c1ff~rently or 

uc~rive t. illl cf these at tributes(life and speech·, fo r if you 

co,he i~ nc l oneer man . Tbus i t is the explanatio:. of the 

nc111.e , its aef i n it ion an~ pe rfect explic~ticn. Thus 

Crescas i nclines towards Efca ~s aecor.c explanation. 

Shem Tcb inclines tc•aras ~fo~i •s f i r3t explana ~i on . 

" Speakin5 cini ira.l" is C1ian a.nd ~here i s no a.a.<ie<i a.ttritute in 

L iu. i cr he is <1escribea. by life a n0. s peech, 

uni.. i nclines to i ir.;; t "et l~ n 1 y a pas li! une 

troi.s lt'\I 
, 

ce~l es 
~~ v i va.nt rai.sonnatle i~e«e out re u.e tre et a e 

-t,;e :·c: t 1 1 OCILDle. 

).:: ict i s calleu ,,, t. ,tlr 

T:.e tn i r.!!> w.t i ch be cal led ttan ,,.t ,.~ ,ti< 

Ve r :, sia.f,le.,; t cou.u.en t . 

(; 

i', e o.o not r~ject tr.is , 1.:,/ ~~ -1)!) ,,{ !J~"' 

ig,, ,. Iii r?.JI' ,.ti? ,.. ')If~;') P''119o, ,. ,,,,, I') ~ .,,.~ ,,,, ,~ 
~~ 

~~If [;, " • :,I) ?J ~ ,.o., r'"? -y~ ,rf . .,~ I 11t t>,,e> ,, .;\' t. 

. .,e,,, , ,, 
..,~>J "'1:-,• ,e, , k•? r?., . ,,.,,,.,. .. ,,, "" !., 

I tI 
,r ,.r p9;ll .,,J,-~,~ .,J ?O 

I·" '> 7':I>-' , ... 'ill>' 
,.,?,i /JI:, .I'/•--~-. 

. ~., "'""'·--, r·p .:,S 

If we aay t hs t the e s aential a ~tribute s ar~ used of 

vo-. i n t r. i s ser, De, 1.e., a s an explar.s.tion of a n~u,e , such a 

,,.,, 
,~,~ 
,,,,) 
.,J,;a, 
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i t ,.o vev ~r fo r 
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~-•B·1ae oi isa suestttnee. ti.OU the a:.attcr o r :;hat is Qescribed. 

in c.at,n i ~l t ~ rnis is uifie r ent froa. the essence. H•enoe i f GoQ 

1~ a ~ut3t~~ce ana is tote ueacr1tea. cy a ttr i but es - t nese 

at tr1 c.u tes 1:1,.re 3part I ro i1. hi121. 

( I ,3 

Atrav::inel lollows Efoui a.no .•1rites : Tn i s con.es a tout 

:ec;.i.; se n.en h3.ve follovea. t :.eir itt.a~inl:j.ticn . T ile y saw that al'l 

~en31tl e o tJ ects no.ve attr1cute3 so t :.ey believea tha t GOQ ie 

_ 11.s t na t t oo . li t n re ~a ra t o t c i s 0 9 i r.10 - t hey were a.iv iaed 

1r.to t ~o ac~ools - o ne telieving t hat he 1s a suts t ~nce cosses3-

1ne l:J.tt r i tu t es a 3 \'F~ s.r e accu.nou.ect to see ir. t t:oa:? subs t a nces 
I 

fe111.11b.r to us - ana. =.no th ! r a.enyin 6 t ilat; he is no·t corporeal 
I 

c...1. t ,H u ... bel i e v i ne, t ~d.t r,e i:,os:::le:iacs ca.ttr1c.ute~. ( Is this la5 t 

1r. ot: r te.x. t c1.r. wL .. ch he ::i JLoel f c or .te e ts for ..,.not.t.~r r ~aci ing ,-

iit~ suc..;ta.r.ce frc u. the point of vie.v cf the iaja5 lnat ion". 

Ir. i3 proba.bly corre dpor.ut:i to tne µn r ase in our tejct • p•11J-r., }" -.~,, P.J-. 

o~u It n Caapi's co~u~n t i s i n~orr~c t fe r our t ex t cert a inly, 

PnQ of attrioutes s~per~uoeo 

p J I . "' I ') Jf.,. ,,-, • 

They t bou6b t ~hat Go0- p lus his a tt ributes aaaeQ to 

h1~ ~ssence was one, (1 . e • • ess e nce plu s attribu tes= Cod), 
I 

~ i llj)le ~ Xe fi,eS l. S . 
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l F ollo~in6 up t LiS co~parison 

. ,,, , •~ltl ,,11,r I~ , ,;,f,. )~.J /M 
( •/111 ;,) nS , -i,1, lo'v , ,~,,I 

~,e,,,~"' ·" ,,,r11 :i r; 

'I .. e p r evious 1.1.iv.1,non (of tl!Os ~ 6 iv i n !:: llcen.se to 

t ne ir i ~a61naticn) is iurtne r o iviueo i r. to t~o c l~soes - tcis 

is »:.y .c sa ys "fol o, i r. e up. dt c . " Simple cxe6 esis-points out 

a clas3iflcation , 

) At r:iv~r.el too 

...,7e' l She:i. l ob =iv:!s r a f e rence ELnu suautarizes t he aismiss ion t t.ere . 

► 

c) 

into t"o 6 r o ups - tr..o3a t ,,at tr.. ou e,::1 C, 01.1 coJ.·r,o.rea. anu ~os3esse1.1 

vI at tr 1 c. ... t c.; l. i,e c thei· L ouieo; anu t cc:;e wbo r e a.ovea corpor-

f luanceo ty the l ita ra.l ~eanin~ of t he Tora h. 

f''/'?i)? ,fr-;,fr e J,,::, Ae I will explai :1 i n SO!l.e cbapt~rs 
I- d •J,, SJ ., H.q b .. lt. . ~ ~.,, jJ ,,i)? 

~up~~i =s r~1eracce in di~cni~a a ' text. 

,._.,~ -,,....:.r1 
h .. e&.,.,~7 They ir.t,rne1ee1 to be ve ry p .rec iae a nu saia •Hed.vens 

ior t ia tn .... t H~ o.:o..1lu be cor porda.l as the ot h-a r s have t hou e,ht, 

But tney o io r ot know 

t ~~t E10 bein6 th~ possasaor of attri bute0 is a~uivalent to 

te1n6 cor poreal. (~t.:is aa t hou0h -:J e s a i a t Llt ~a "'aa cor-
,, 

poreal). Th i 3 ch~pt~r c ontinues to r emove a t t ri ~utes frorr. God. 
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Cr.ia.pter SZ 

Nbicn appear3 i n o~r e~itiond of libbon 

s.ooulu ce co1·i'ecteu to reaci 

7, no itno·N the ma.tterd t bo.1.·ou5bly 

Si a,ple or perbc:i.pa Jhiloloe,ica l con:ra.ent since 1 t appearo that Ef oci1 

1ua t have su specteci another reaQin, t o ~ive this interpre t ation. 

~&i~on1~es 1ntcn1.1.s t o e xplai n Nh~t at tr1tute a ~ay ce applieci to 

vou ~nu N!l.::i.t ~uoi be r e~oveu . Those Nu1cn ~on 1 t l~ao. to multi-

pl i city Rere Udeu ty the prophets ~nu ~re perllii ssible those 

noion co,are prohibited. Attritutes are either i~entical with, 

or external to the suc ject . If external, it ~ay leaa to plu ral ity 

o r not . lnose ~hion are iaentic~l ~ r ~ definitions or p~rts of , 
uefiniti ons . Tne first c lass of a ttr1cut es i s denied ty a ll 

phil oso ~hers ~nether 

,oJ,?~# 1"l f'') ''-f1' 71 /•;) 

~-Acr a v~nel ~t ~ t:o tae purpos e of tLid cnapter t c ~ex-

:-J.o.in ::Lll t a e v e.r1~t1e o of attri bu te.; anci .1.' e peats Efoui ' s coa.

!Lent. Tnen f 01Lows a. 1.1.etailea analyses of all tt e f ive kina.s 

of attri buta a 

lnis (iina of J e scri otion) inciucies t Le necessary conneoticn . ph~ 

o,-.• ,, /;, ., J?~ .. , 1,r ~, ,,..;, jl)ql<f pl?,,,..,. h!J"e~ r, Ip,,,,. 
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~ten Ne att ribute to aan l ife or ape~cn ne a re express-

1a6 tfia in~;d pensable preoic~te ccncern Ln~ tne subst ance to be 

:,rea.1cci t~u. 

Si u.p ie 1a.ctUci..L e:<c!!>es1a. Sneu. loo interpret s t nue: 

te:;cripticn by parti a l uet1nit i c n; i .e ., eitner 'cy j~nv.s. 

a.Lone or apac i do al one 1s 1mpoas 1 ole Ni th r~~pect to God since 

6~nus 10 i~ osaiole ~it hout ~pecies o r vice v~r~a, t his is as 

atp:opri ~te as t oe preceoin~ Aing . 

Crescaa t ninKa t ne connec t ion of tne attri bute nith 

i-:e ~ Jves ~otoer 

~x;> ::,T,:1.ti :ir. trius: Lea.::r1tine, ty cou.pl e t e oefinit ion certai nly 

1s a po:; itive adaertion . l e mi~ht t hin , that in oescr ittion 

1:.y ps..rtHi.l a.ef nlti cn t:.e part a a r e useci ne61 tively ~s set forth 

lc .. ter ( s~ t L3. t i:is perfecti~n may oe i!Li:1~ : ll - .;onceived), -;vhic~ 

is per~i~sitle. 1herefor~ he s~ys, pa rtiGl aefinition in a~-

it.iv~ sanae . (Int.erpretin~ '? l1 " ~s poai t i ve vi a - a- vis - n~ ga ti ve) 

Toe 1nap~ropr i a tene3s is tae saa.e a~ t ne pr eceuing ,!J.,r ... q.,r J\h~ :> 

:,,. •;v '°'"' ·.>'>~,..I,. 1.,,1 ~ ,. ;:\ ',\J\ I .> l'i\.lf ,.,r,. ,r .-'"' ,o\ct r .. ) 
~I I) ~'.) t ... ~c1- ,~ 

-' ·~ t pid .. .-~f ,r .- ·~' .I\?~-.. ,, ,.,, '-' P! 

), prrl r1 ?-' I ~ION <f-;>1 "" 
,, ,., -.. -;J ,,. • .., 1~ "'',. -1 Ip J\l?o ;,f,r,. 

. ;iii •~~r ,, e" tr,. . ., >,.,f~' .. ,,e r'I ~ 

~or if Le can h ~ve par t of ~n edsen~e. bis e3sence will 

Ct'! coa.po.,ite. I f ni~ e,:;aence wil l be coa.~osite be will be capabl e 

C.f uefiniti on. If he '-"l- l ba capable of uefinition ne u.a. y even -

c o: .. tir.ed of ~enus .::.nu speci~s. Thus t his i s false~~ the previ cus 
I 
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dna of o.e11u1"1.uu .,ci• • Very clear simple exe~esio of . the text. 

Ia not c owpl&menteo oy it: 

· '"l~ J•ff 

I,> ,.{&lot ~,, ~•I ( 

I •.fl .!> . • , t r; 
I t is not an essential ~atter (cnara~teristic) tut an 

:o.cciaenta.l one. 

Sin.~le f actual c oCJ1.ent.. 

A suffic ient (reaoon i or i·eJectin~ tee to.ea) since it 

oive&gea i,e~ lee uiver~es 1ro~ the true conce ption of His e~sen=e · 
. I.AJtlllfll ,..,.,-, • .,.1;P j' 'i •'' 

,,e,, r;>J' ,,,., :,•~•e '"''!J ,.,, r., 
i\ ~.,. ' 'JVOo"''" ,..,., ,,,, :,1;>1t 90~ .. , ,l('(f,t) 

~~· ,,,';\ :, .. ,,e. .,e,v •~t Ii .>i>'• 
., r lf.l'I ;, .,.fvP ,,1,-. 11tlf'/I 

•.:, 

Were •e to say that GoQ hartors a ttributes , t h i s ftlse 

nction woul a te s c fa r fro& the truth atout Ri~ t bat we would not 

neeu to br1n6 proofs tha t it is i upoasi ble fer God to h-, rcor at

t ributeo , cecau~e toi s 1a unuer3t ooa at t ee ve ry be~inning of our 

tuOU!!,Ot. Si ~v!e exe~~sia 

Sne~ r oo e laborates : The thira way i n ~hich an ot j ect 

~by be aescrite~ 1s by an ~ t tribute external t o itself - not co11i

~1~~entary or e ssential tc its essence - a quality. Qua l ity is~ 

cat e
5

ory - ali cate~or1eo a re accidents - · were God to have auoh 

~n attri cute - He woul~ te t he tearer of acci~ents and. tbis 1s ab-

solutely laposaible ( 
S ince it'~ ao far away fro~ t he true no ti cn 



Crescas : You know th~t this way of ae scription in-

cluaes four classes of quality. te ar e however unacle to at

~r ibute to Gcd t ne attribute , which establistes nis essence (and 

which is t ne cause of his essence) because te has no causes. How 

Atr~vanel r epeats Ef odi. It woula follow that God 

Rould ~rbor at t ritut~~. He ~1ves t he f our ~in~s of ~ual ities 

ana explGins t nat all of t hea, are illlpossitle in Gcci. 

P_),u , J.I:, '" i\ 

·• ,,,, .. Ii,. '-> 

The teacher says: I au: surpri~eo no~ these believers 

in essent1al attr1bu t e s of Goo. r.eject ~n ref erence t o Hi~)oom

parison ~na qualifioGti _n:\lnen tbey ll.aie this rejecticn; i.e., 

that He cannot be qua~ifieo, they aon't ~ean that be canr ot be 

actea upon by qual ities for t hat i s unaers tocd, but t heir in

t ention is - since they belie ve that He possesses ~wsential at

tributes ( toat He aces not pos se s s qualities )-ano yet every ~t-

tri tu te etc. 

Anotoe.r exp.u..nati,,n: ;.nen tae y r ~ject qua i ty in 



, 
I 

,,, 

reference t o Goo. tney on!y ~ean that He possess es nc quality. 

'lnio is equa.1. { t c t ,,e ac.ove) Fe r avery attr1out e , eto. 

Note: Here as in an earlier chapter ~ onstrues the 

structure r,r,r - J11rl in two •ays. In th9 first 

Cdse he translat~s l ite rally i.e . • somethin6 is not so but other-

1.' i ae • ::i.na 1n tne s ecc nci exe~esia he !!,lves the late r meaning • Tr i s 

cniy ueans such anQ s ucn ~ tbin~•-

Shea: Tob uses the secono , aavs a suu.rtary of the kinds 

of ~u~li ty anu awu~ariz~s tne ar~u~e nt 

A pooiti ve attribution 

.,,~ "''- "'" .. 
., ,,,.,_,, ;,• .,, ' 11'1< 

.,)1169 ft;\ 1,u 
'.J-' r,ci).;') I -.II.II 

,,,~, 
. '1.,1 ,, Ii\ ,,Ji p/,,. 

,J"{ 1KJ1Je_ ,,,b G f; 

, ,r . ,,1,.,. ., " ,iiJ• '> ,,.J\il II 
I 

o\
1 e (; 

?ft,, " ,~ ,rr ,rloll -,rJ • ., ~-~ 

,ah( , .. i', i' ,~, ,l ,. ,,, p, .,,.:; 

, "" ~[GI' 

,,. 
,;,.of .. ~~, q,.. ,., -''tl , , ,, ';, ,,,.,, 

w.:> :,,~,t. "' I t"'',.., n ., ~::, 

11. ,,,..-. lo 
.... 7 

'r,,' 
f' Ir · J>

1 
:, '' r 

If an attribute i s attributea to a certain aubstanoe 

positively; 1.e., ao that it is borne by its subject ( k ,,,!.) 

'l trlJ\ """' ) .like correlation or <1eacriptiona of actions - such an 

att r ibute can't fail t o be one of two things. Either it con

atitutea the essence of the object and ia 1<1entioal with it and 

is an explanation of the ne.me - which •e have already rejected; 

or t he object _)()aaesseo qualities. But t be ae a ttributists have 

alreaay estab11she<1 that Go<1 cannot posaesa qualities - ao ob

v~ously they contraQiCt tbe0l8elves. 



Clear paraphrase 

. ,,.,,. ~f 
"'t " . .,r t• 

: ,Ji~ .J, 1,.7 

t d 
,, .,,?f 

':, q ,.,, r 
!J"H f' 1 (T,e I 

>'t'"'f 

We ~i5ht aa~ why Jloiai~onioea didn 't say •it contains a 

qu~1ity or quantity of toe o~j~ct• - for thin~s are oescribeo 

quantitatively ~s be says •t·Ro cubit s long•. The ansiier is tb.W' 

~aimonioe~ contention is Nith those who believe that God has 

essential attritutes F.,.TIO a t the sa~e time reject corporeality 

in ~eference t o hl~. He was not t herefore obli~e~ to make a 

3pe~ia1 oivLJicn for ~uant ity, for be th sioes aomit t hat quan

tity is not refer...J>,tle t o ~oo. 

As.ata a q_ue.; tion on text a.no ans,,ers it. 

Abravc:Ulel r apeat s a.no ~ivas a teneral introou~tion t~ 

'1IlO a len0thy analysis cf t he four qualities . 

Ey examp le;3 ? IC./)•1 ,.,~ 
_;, I;\ ,t (", J 1,-Jr-) , ... " I' I ,1f o '1~, f If e,, ,,,,,,f [~ 

, It.» ~fol tfo 

ii 

G 
tr'?"'f r,.:,, .,,.,, J:_,-,,:, p't1'0 .YI ;>-,Ir .-, ;,'., •::, 

,, rt ')ff ,'J\ I e., ,,,., 'l f(,/l•i'I ri fl ,. , ,. ,. ,'l fr I ? It ,,,.,.. f,.,.,r 
. ,{i,,. 11\JC 

,.,;-.,,, 
' '" ., .:, J\ 



"I 

~ 

/2. I 

I will bring examples of the f our kinds (of quality) 

in tbe s ame way, that every cate 5 ory (of quality) shoulci be an 

au jective. Seeing that he could have aa.duoeo. the four in another 

way ad t herdfore says tnat he will represent the cate~ories by 

aajectiv~ s in or~er that the inappropriatenes6 of t be for~er 

with re f eren~e to Gou ahoulu become clea r. 

S imple coaunent ~givas re~son for this phrasa. 

Everi settled hsl,bit. ·" '"'" :, ';I ff [,J 

,., ., ;. , .. ,,,. :-? " b .. i" .. .;, ... ,,u· 1~ .,f? , .... f ,.. 3/ 

,, I:, ,~, ' .Jt,l:,•#1.~ I''-""~ 1-lo'? J~:,• I 'J" I I !Ji' 
. ..>'., ""'? 

Notioe shoulu be tali.en of ~aimoniues ' u3e of wevery 

sett~eu nabitr., Eoth (propertie s 

~nu ~~i r ituc:..1 a t trioute& or c~pa~ities ano. uidp05iti ~ns) are i n
floo 

c luueo. in tne iirst c l aas of quality - ao,it is in the -~ategories" 

Factual colT.!!.ent. 

Vi 1 thout i a.p1y i n 6 that th:::se ccnuitions h ave been per~anent 11ft, 

(Frieo.lancier) 
>'1•.1 , ,.,,.Jo, 

., ,.fe., ,.,,r p,.l rj';, 
'I?~ ,,..., Jt ,, " ,, I t" 'IV', .. <'-'•~ I,,,..,-' . "J" 

~ ,~, ~"' Ip ~A.Jd ,,re., • ,,,,r 
1

.,.g , • ., />r ,e,rt- ,.,.? ''!J"' ., ,,,_ ,, '"' 
,,,,,, . ., 

ltaimoniaes ·1a s obli6eo. to aa<i t his rema rk because he 

haci alreao.y QJention ~o. "merciful" in the first class. Since he 

menti ons it now a 5ain in the t h ird group he h!lS to add •~ithout 

implyint, that thes e conoitione have become permanent•. 

Simple factual ooament 



r 

) 

Loea net ~oss~3s po~er 11.:, .. , ,., ,,e,e.. 
'"'.:aG•" r,;, r; 

Ac~uire c e rt3.in proper ti e~ as rr.e ek ne as ., !,.n., 

Thi a licu l::i be p'2.s ...oiv1t y of tne scul. •e~ 
F .::.::tu:3.l note. 

E~ i r, a. 3:.;1te t o ,vhicb an 1n.a t t t ~ ~n ::: "' ~s such lire sutject t'e,t :i lf ., f, . ~9J~ wr 
,e~ > l ~v-~ ,,,~ ;,~ •" '.) ).if/If ~,,,fri ?'la'\ :"I'"' :) '> !.i'" [".., 

Jv I~ -"' k e)-' 
rr 1,, 1 !111 -r ' ..,. I,,,.,? :i I ~?r 

I.:, Q~ w? f,ei,t 
• 1 fr,-ril J"-1 ,r•-,?MI ./\Ha->" e.Er., , , IC' 

!Lai:.r.oni u.es u,aue .:1I10ther a. ivision b.e re t e cause me ~kness 

i ~ µureiy a s ~i r1tu :3.l st~te . H~al t b a.no. illn e~s boNever a re 

; nysic~l a t a t e s to Nhich tte bouy ~3 the s ca t of t h~ ~oul is 

3•.lo ject, t ~c i:i_u :;e tne s ou l is not a ffec t~a. t,y heal t o or illness. 

f ::;.c t ual cc.:,:i.ent 

';5, i vi n5 tee f olJ..ovnng u1111arrantea. s ense. - One u.i 5ht thir:k th~t o•'y 

~nu ~ou~sty a r ~ ;ual itat ive attribut es f orti oden , t-ut t ha t ~rth 

re ~ara. to the hi =he ~ s t a tes; i.e . , ~i soom, piety, justi~e , 
I 
•• ,,., 

'"~"...,..,. ( 
'•thi ch a r e tbe ;;roper ties of an ,. Qoj re~ insofar a;; he i s • 



are pe r u.i. tteo.. 

no . i Rie11zetttal t3~?rg - t hey 9.re ~s inaOJLissitle a.s n aal t h ano. 

;,i;:;.l!.ness,'IM purel y physicai s tate s. 

Sne u. Tot fol l O,'-S Efoui. •:~eitt.e r 9.r e a ttri bu t ea of 

.: f.?acity or ui-,pooition p~rmitte o. i n Eim for th.-~y are traits 

r cuno. in the soul o .r t he too.y as t h ~ ,;e at of t t e soul eu) 

"~ l1r . i,oe; is n o t corpor e a l s no no characterizing char-

u;:; t e ris tic ( .l' , Jl l,.,1 .,1 ~ ~ ) exists in Ei m. 

~for can naa l tn or illr.es.s a t t ;:.cn t c P.im since they beset bociy 

01 aoul a nu Coo. l s re~ove o. fro~ bot n. No= can He ce o.escrited 

by an} a.C(luisition or wise.ca. - because t o ~s e are s p i 1·i tu 3..l 

tr~its - ext e rnal to th~ suc ject anu o.on 1 t ~.sta t l i s t 1i~ e s s e nce. 

~ nose i a,poss1 t i .L i ty we s hall pro.-e ~ '!> "~"' ..,.0 ,,.,? .,,,;>J , e,, 
,p" i) ~ ,,r,..p r, 

I n~ofar ~ ~ 1~ 1nclu ue s J~ I :-.? 

~,,,g"' ff,.,.-. ,)r .,,.,, e 

'I' hc:.t it,; ( mction• a) e x i.at · ·1.: e :1ave s. .::cnt1nu ity { Nnen 

Acra vanel f c llo~s Soe ~ Tcb vho s ~y e t h q t time i s t he 

J.e asure c f cr,o t icn. insof a r as t he l ?. t t e r i.sld l v isCl.l.lc into before 

~ ~1cn .have nc move ~Bnt o r r s ~t c c ~ • t ~a l l into tte c s te~ory cf 

ti me a t s.11 a no. t he ref c r e ne itha r Goo. or tbe i ntelligenc es 3. re 



--) f.nv. is ~x:-r:: ~£..: ... c y nu .. ber . .11 , e>~ :,'"JI' 

;,•""•"' ,,-fr. ,.. .. "" j•~ ~nc.... not lix.e tr.e p3.rt;:; of t ~e r c~o 
1 
.. -.... .. ,. ,,.- 1' 

I 

(~b icO b,.s c cnt i :-uity t ut c ~ • t t 3 ~::pn ec ty nuo,ber ) 

t ha a ea3ur i ne of t t e t efor e ~nd af t e r of t he ~ cti on . ihen the 

.,.o·ve .. ~nt o.r:1.o s ay t r.0~ v :o or tnrae r.our.:. of tne a s.y .nav e ::1. l1·ea6.y 

riv-:! ct six r.c urs of tl«,e er· u.3.). Y' u see ~.e ,re tr.e ... :!asurin~ 

t f a r. ::.e r i o r1 ... }' -._nj 1..0 s ter1c r 1.1.y :, r i c r. i 5 ir. n.ot i · n. 

e~u~iity Nben the r ~iati cn 

13 lnV:! rt eu. 'tl e.P ri.,).Jlfl" p'c),6~,.,J .:.,t ..,.,r,,.."•.:, 
-"''to.if ':, · ,.,.G~ /•?' f"::>"'' J'-;, ..>-'c>.,u9" :i':i' e., ,Q.a,r ,,r 

\i, 1t-•r.;, ~,G9.cw') f,? t,f~ pJ t i:\•~• ,,ft ,,I;, 

r r. r y~-,<;9-:,.j;"\ /1"? ,,Cr 
1?'1 /191< ,,~,, ;, ,:i-,P ~"~ ,?? 

ytil<,) r-69M ii ,,p }'J~ pl~r f;?-O }'" ~-,'I /''1Kf '1~ 9 rl.,,, 

~ 'p ' "V ,. ,rl -~ ~ n•' _,, .,~ "·" / ')r1P aGr 
..>1~U ;\;) ~'> ~:;) ;;) i:t r r,'"' r, r""'"' , r, re r .~ f:t ... ,r-t.;) 

y '>Qe, tr Wu,j,, fi/:fill .M'''l~1' l.>l",9" ~ f.i,, 

..,,..,, -:, r,; 
,1 h'.,' I 

I ,::, • ,,,,(? ._,,.,, ,,f 

. f,r-1,1 ;ik,> '''-" t.111/~ r'i>?Gg,,,, i__t ,,,,. ~ ~;, •1 :,•.;,,' /:, ,,,r1 
. f,. r,, j ,?f ol fv., ]'? Jie ,Ggr, .,,,,e -,trl;>/1 ,,!;, rs 

It 1a l lliPOd$ i ci e f or a cor r e-bt:c n to ~xi s t b~t ?een 

~oa ano a ny t n ~n 6 el s e. For 1c is of the prope r t i ~~ cf t he t rue 



co-,.e.L3.t1 ::.n t oat t n3re ~Hi .;l1.1 oe no a iff :r~nc::i C::ltA'een the c c r-

For exau.y l e 

tLe ~-dt e r 1s lli~dte r t c t n~ d~ rv~n t ~n~ t ne serva nt se rvant 

~u cjec~s c f co rrela~1 c n ~xcept 1n t n~ ir po~it ion s in t he equa

t i on - i . e . , i n tne n. ::;. ttel' of -.as ter .:. !:l i :- anu 2ervanth"cd . ?-10°" 

if .,·e : a ) o f Joe. t b3.t tne oau ~e is t te C'iuse c f t he ~ff~ct 'lnd 

t ne effect i :; t ne effect of t he c:1u ;5e - t h i;; c orr=l -ti --n •• ill 

not nave 3.n e~ual ity o .f t he .i,e11 ter;; ; t e.:~u s e Cod' s e :-. is t enoe ia 

vclv~ cc.u.11,~n t t ut '5 t ill t o oe cla.sseu a.:i $l «.fle b e cc;.use it 

Tni s 1nte:~r ,t~t1on i s t~&an c y Cr edC~d, 3 ~e~ Tct, 
14,-,l'oll 

Al.-i·avc1T1::l ,.::.na. ~un~ a.nu i t r e;;t s on a n expl3.natory note cf I bn 

l1cbon i n hid 0~ossary ~n o ar ·,il;" ra)"-" .i 0 n ly Friealancier 

una.er3t1na.$ a.iffe rently ~· t ?:'. e c har a cterist i c of two otj ects 

~orrel~Liv~ t o eac h otner i s t he e qual ity c f thei r r eo1procal 

r ~b.tion. 

I bn Cas ~i QOe sn 't tr3at this po int but parapt r aae s 

the one introuuc t ory to it : ·fl1e :1i 5ht thi nk t ti::.. t fron1 the point 

of view o f th~ 3 . .r'c r aaer.ti n au cor r e lati -;n t here ;,•ill be 3cme 



f 
::.,·..:or. , ::. s ·ne t~- i ~ve .. : tis s ~ -= d :, i 5 t :!r.~e is 

_..,,..,j" ff6.n ,,~ •/<i i 
; : .i..:.c: re tctt ~.,r{':l? ~ ~Jr 

i'-'! rd (~t., ,,? /"' e 
( •' 

r ff.,.11 f' :-'.) q,t, ~ •rill;;-, I 
01'• I I 

J,.. ,j" 

rriv\ .-A',,,~ ",7Q, p"'7' 0 .!rt jJ1"'• l@f JI,. ,, 
:n ~ ~, ,,rJ I .. 

•I ,rt} 

';){ ,r\ ~.>lfjj ,.., J'(':f 'e) ( f; J.,. .. h'?.. 

. J. '" ~ 

F<-.::tua: coa,11.ent 

~.t r avar.el r epe:::.t s coth tJ-.e;;e co:r.:,ent s 

") linen ttey tclon 5 t o t .VO ..i i ffe.::nt :::19.S.5:S . !IQ, >"" p•-.;>"a ;, !)I? ~,,,,e.,. 

,. '.J' •i-< 
(I 'J/,{"' ,. '"' 0 

'.- i:.nii; s ay s L; un •; 9.rran teo. 

,01;1t k r' plf ~ ,. •~' 0 ~t ..,. ,. .,. f' 'J 'J"" ·~ I,;, , e.., (·; 

pier ,.., ~·? of\ I 
,,,, 

\'' 
. f }_Jo) 

~hen t RO th . n~~ ccu~ unae r two cate~ories then t oere 

Frie-.. o..:io.e r, oec!::..use of toe rev i seu r eaoin6 am1 a lce, ic:11 

. 
tra~~l~te = cl~sses ir. sa.n.e cate 5 ory . 

e ..:i. tn!-u6 n the t .,·o t.e lcn6 t o the saa.e catee,o r y 1 ,. ,, /of l{l'(~ 'i) ~ f,,t 

'Jt .,."" /1-., I ,,f ~,,.:'\ (''--~~ ... 'J'.l , .. _,; I< ,~· [; 

rr~ p ,t ,;fl ~· p 
/' I( 

, ,, ti 71-1< 
,,o .,. ,.., ,,(,, ,, 1,1l0 

o/\' plf-;, I r~o 



t:lere 1 s nc r el!. t 1 :::r.. : ""' /•,f _ ,..), 
ro'r'f~ r ,~lo :, •} .. , ,..,., f, ;1l:, "'•·?' ,•t y f 

!i.:?.· :te bives an 1l ustrs. t icr. of thi!:fS cf t ~c ~if-

\(~ !ic: l$ : r.e :-e any re ls. t ier.: • 

1

/, I J .:> ,..,.. Ofll /"' I 

;"I~:, I,..:, .. ,.,, ,,.1 C, JNI , :it , • .,'?~ :J .. rr ,f 11;> J\,.,.,,., ,,, 

~f clarifica ticn ) 

~ l If existe..i tet7ieen t l:e a.. 
, 

:" ' ·" I r,,/ -· -, r~_..,t l CJD . ,.., p ~J•? 
= · ) 

.::e t.E -:: :C ~c~ ano Liii creat\.rea r?j., ~ •? I f, ,c , .. o? )'? f·, 

( =:1a.;.le 1'::.ctua l co:ui.ent) 

t t It "Roulo 'oe t o some extent a k i no of aoc i o.ent :~•r" ~,., ftp ,,,.,t ,, r.. 

r'">' , .• ,.? ,. ,., ~k,-• \•? °"' :i.;u ::,i.:, ,r .. e. f; 
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If relation were to ex.i5t bet ,':'e~n Goa and his 

c.re,;. tures
1
it woula follo·.v that God. woula. be subject to the 

~ccia.ent of relation althcu6 h it noul~ r.ot ca an accioent 

preuic~tea of Goa - }1' rrlej )sinca the accio.ent of re-

l~tion is aaon
0 

tho~e tnin5s &hich are a kina of ac~ iaent. 

s.,a.e :10..:iuentii are auu~o. o (jectively, otner:; are subjective. 

Tnid rel ational ~cciuent woula. co~e unaer tne heaa of t hose 

suc j=cti~e acc10.ent~ , in t h is Hay Goa woulo necessarily t e

cowe the sucject of Lel~tional accio.ents - if 4ny r~l~tion

ship ax.isteo between Him ano otners. Factual con~ent 

This is taicen frotL IJ.o5es X:-:..rt(.nne 

Snem Tab 5 ivea a lon5 sua.ruary of tee a r 5u.1.ent ana 

ueveLops it . To tois point he aaas. • Even if Goa. aboulo not 

nave a relation in the true s ense of the word - the accia.ent 

of relat1onsnip 1Noula overtake Hin1; i.e., that He 'Koulo bav3 

a similarity t o some createa. t hing. This 1s not an acciaent 

~ooeQ to His essence. But this is i~possibl~ since be has no 

si lliilarity with any created be inl· 

Atrav-anel repeats ano expresses more clearly t han 

E:t'oa. i that rela tionshi p is a a,atter of thou5 ht - a subsistent . 

~ 2. In a leas str 1ct sense 

0 o1;:,I ;,-,n111? f"P.JI' ,r 11'"' 

l~,e, 
,,3/,:,e, (") 

Rel~tions of tois ~lDQ ruay be used with reference to 

Joa in passing an~ in a less str ict sense. 

Simple paraporase - explains • ,r,,, • 



::neu. Ive. re!,;::?s.ts an.;. :1~ .... s "accorain ;;, tc the thought 

ci toe ~ass~ - ta~en froL ~oses N~rbonne. 

Cr esc::;.:; uoe ;;n ' t cou..:;.cnt ou t h i s pc1.rt of tne sentence 

cut is very .:.ucn wcrriea 3bout -:te :;eccnc... r.alf of it 11 (e., 

Ibis shoulu reall y rean accorciing 

cecice Hoa.t the true u.ean .. n /$ is , ana. i0 quite besiQ.e the poir.t. 

""'erl)r t, 
,,,,, ',;, ' ;;if.<.JI, 

ke>1t , ,,,r,. 
/;-Jc) ~ /~ }' Ir 

Tie mi ~ht as~ bere with reBard to thi s fiftt kinci of 

i:. ttri bute -: ·.vhy J.aiu.on ia-es pe r n. itteci tn: ir use in reference to 

Goo.. For t ha t woula te : q.uiva lent to the state:1.ent that God 

~tateu.ent only in.pl i es accic.ent i.f there ,;oulc. te an actinB 

1 ·.cu1 ty_, ~11 y at: a c eu c. In re~li ty, no"Never, Gcci bas no 

po.vet"' cut i a the prc ... ucin5 cauge (literally substance) of all 

exist~nt s - a no. tbi3 i s what Mala oniues say6. This is taken 

f r oru a. .1.cn
0 

c.1 "'cu,;sion cf Ion C3spi ' s !'" ~ wore. 

¼ .. t i u ::;. ao: 3ue¾r---i:1piy a cch::en-t---in Goa . Ate we pernc..p.;, tc 1eau • 

• (Tt.e 11oro. ~e)•t i a c ifficult, It ~oea not occur .in the t ~xt. 
Then .1hy shcula :1ct1ni, a.:i auch io,ply acci~~nt in Go<il Are .ve 
perr,c:..ps to reaci f:q,•t Niphal - he :1ill ~e subje~t to influe n~e. 
'f'nis -.voula rr.ake better sense. Sheu; Tob ncwever i aterprets this 
"he will ac t". Eut A i:.ravanel in i1 is seconu in terpt eta tion in-
clines t o my opinion). 



Shell. Tot. [es: ri tea by o is a ction uoes net i a,ply 

'tlla. t he will nav:, an a r tit icial prope rty t.:;,cau3e thi s ·,vould 

oe of tne o!a~s of qua!it~tive a t ·rioutas . 

Abr avanel r =peats ~foa.1 • s 1uad ti on a na answer. Then 

ne auos ( fro~ I bn Cas pi) • G ' Q., t hat ita y act • means he 1 s 

~c tin~ ana. Goa can't te characterizea except ty what he has 

~l re~ay a.a~e in the past. This i s not connotea by •He is 

ti.is fift h :::lass froa. toe thira cla.s:;; i. e. , of ea,Ot ional 

~ualities as well, 

I bn c~sp i Nrite s : I soan•t aay muc~ of t hi s fifth 

<.iiviaion bec3.use it i s t reatttlg" lcc, i c ana na tural scien:::e. 

I thinit oo-.veve r t hat ~a iruoniaes makes an aa<1 1 t .ona l pcbt 

M r e ( o\''""" ~lq ) by ina.1c; tin6 tha t this i s of the class 

of cor rel 3tion, t hc~~h of the very lowe s t ~raae . I t rraans t hat 

Ee n.akes aome t hin~ ,"'hd tever it ,,.ay be,:1.nJ it therefore follo"s 

~~ces ~sr ily tha t r.e 1s co rre l a t a~ witc s c~eth1n6 he has maae ; . .,...,,..., 
e g .,Se a~s 0u1lt a hou se or a.aa.e or c r e~tea. The sau:e applies 

to fu ture ~c t 1ons . Tb1s is not~ prcpart y er uis position for 

~e aon ' t oescr1be Hi a by~ quali ty or~ steaay attricute; e. g . , 

~ t,uila.e r . but Ne say he bas built or ·,,ill build 1n a a.oa.ent . 

1ae u,ove u. ent ia eitner coa.:-Jl e t ea or has not yet been begun. So 

ne is uo in~ .v1se ly ana heal ing son:~·c.ouy or He has heal ea s cme

booy1 not He i s ,·.- 1se ;3.r.ci a hea.ler for t hi s •oula. be of toe class 

of a ttr1 out1on by a i 3poaitions ana. properties s i nce ther e woul a 

be a ~iffe rence of stre ne tn of weaKness ,,, ,, ,,,. ,, 

/ 3 o 

/ti)'')' , '.> ,. ,, f .J'fu p_, ,r tr D-, 1 ),r., ,r~I, 

' ;)' .,'t 
.,eJ,,.71 flf,. ~g" /'J-< /Ir /!.Ji' .... ,i.1011 l f!J, ;:, 



In ~ene r al t hi s fif th class i 3 cecause ¥ou i s t he cause of 

~very t hi 1¥. 

fere nce wnette r t ne t e n~e is paL t or fu t ure. Even the participle 

or ~.;j e c t1ve wcu ei. be pe r a.1s31 c1e ct"Ju l o v.e .... voiu t oinkin 6 of 

µroper ti es or ~ispositicns ~no of passi vity in co~ne ~ion with 

E1L (criefly f or ,,, :, t /ir' '" /'J ,, ",., /p , .. ~ ,,(e, 

;-n!J, i' , J,, • ,., e kc>>' I fi'-> 1 e ,,, "" ,,,, /,, ., q (,,., -/ti :, s '" 7) /I 
I 

Tnus , t l S proveo tta t t ois fifth class Ls t he l o-w~st ~r aue of 

..., corre_aticn ( __,>) i) , G9 •l) for He i s necessarily 

r e.1..ateu t o so::.etr,in~ lie b:i.s n.aQe or ·r.111 ir.!i.ke i n t!:e fu t u re. This 

i a tne c,se vi th al l t he pr oph9tic r ~fe r j nce a . Ei t her as Yoses 

ce!!>an . f 1 ~ (,, 11 -,P .,.,ftt., f e tc. !.a.nu all the c r eatic n 

.;Lory (pa st t ense)j or 1>hat t he pr ophe t ~ fo r etolo of tbe future. 

i::it,~~us e ~au i s the firot act ive c ause of everythin6 so that 

Noat eve r a ny coQy a oes Ne a ttr1 ~ute t o Gou , as ~a i&o~ i ues s a ys in 

~ K II, C~. 47, Wd use t ois f i f t h clas s . It h,s been proven t~a t 

iL aoe ~ not r efe r t o u is positions or prope rties or to P~ssi, ity 

'-' lllQ so ... c:..ia,cr. i a.ea 3!.ys " it i a f i t t1n1: t hat t hes e a ttri tutea 

ac<1ul<1 t,e ~ppli :?o to Gou. Othe r · ise .v~ 1voulu te aenyin~ t h3.,t 

Joa l o tne firs t a f en t tor all, The r e-

;cri oe Hiai ty an a ttr i't.u.te i mply rn6 :1 f ixeu t n. i .t of Goa 

fp V , qf,11 , ,r/JI) sci par-:ioi :-1les a na ,;uj ectives , but t y 

·:::.c1t r.-~ uoe"' :?ltr1er in the p:1st or future;w<i. the r e i s no :c.o·.;e-

a.~r. t since the .. ct h$3.S 

1n t be a ct~n~ substance 

i r. Cr: . :::, 3, 

either teen cca.ple ted or no t yet te~n 

0 ;J•J a s will t e ~xplained 



Cr-= s cc1s e xp lo.in.; t he fif t h cl:::ss: Ycu tr.&.}' ~escrit-e 

.. 01.1 cy t rd :1.; v iz. that he has c r ac.. tec. tne .-;o r l d a m. tr.e s 1 heres 

:. nu t ~.e 1ntell i ~enc3 s :;.nc. tr.e ~a.rt I! , Or t!":3.t r.e i s o oin ~ o r 

, a,.in5 !'low - an ... aoauces EH:l ica l eo.uati cns. P.e conc lua es t h<ot 

s 1.nce ::~ Know 

, ~r ,, r, , 'l .. ,r ;,~,, 

1n~ LC the trutn. 

-'( ~.> , f ,, ,,.}(, 
,.,,, 'i) :J 

Ibn c~s~i : As ~e cave exp ~1neo in Ch , 46 3na 47: 

Toi.,; L, t" o.doHi.i i:.y a r es.:n.e cf tne ~n~J.,t .: r: n :e µu rpose ,. ~:; 

tc. prove t r.:o. t Goci i s at,.,,olut-:.i.y one Ni t n no t : o. ce of u.ul t i pl i city . 

~11 otne r s th~t m~y be a~pliea t o Goa. Eitcer i t is a aescri p

Li c n of a n .... c t1c n of F.i s , o r of a po1:er ou t s i a e of Hi:i, 1-:hicb is 

c ne of tne four ~auses, I wea.:1 , the a c t i ve C'iuse ; or it i s an 

3..t trioute appl i ea t o Hi ., tc incica t e his pe r f e c t i cn ,s o th3.t -:.e 

t e1 i ! ve Goo t o be atsciutely perfect in all t tat ae consider 

to be pe rfec t ions. Tba.t i s why t h e • t orah spoke in the l an?u:ige 

cf a.en"'. 
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