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J·ewish Messianic literature i.s an enormous topic; many 

works have been written concerning the inception of the l\lies

siah id.e·a in Biblical literature through its application in 

modern times. When I f'irnt began to ex~plore this topic~ I 

wanted to know what specific motifs the Jewish tradition as-

cribes to the Messianic ad.vent. It is well known that the 

traditional Jew believes in a personal Messiah, a scion of the 

house of David who will redeem the exiled J·ewish people and 

restore LTewish independence in the land of Israel. My basic 

question was: where do the specific motifs of the Messianic 

advent play a part in thi.s scheme? Many of the general works 

on the subject of Jewish Messianism referred to a medieval 

work called the l3..9_c2.t . .9.f Zerubba_bel, considered to be a rich 

source of the imagery to be found in the Messianic folklore 

of the Jewish people. I was lucky to find a vocalized and 

annotated text of the Boo:k; Q[ Zerubbabel in the Yehudah Even

Shmuel anthology Midreshei Geullah1 , Along with this apoca

lypse were many others which flowed from the same well~•spring 

of literary creativity. Most of these vmrks had never been 

translated into English. '.Chere fore, YflY thesis woiK evolved 

as I started translating one after another. '11he only work 

included in this thesis which I did not translate was Saadia 

Gaon's "An Essay concerning Redemption", which is readily 

available in English translations of his Emunot ve-~Deot 2 . 

Yehudah Even-Shmuel (Kaufman) is undoubtedly the fore-

l. 



most scholar to have researched this period of Jewish litera-

ture. He, along with Israel Levi of' France, provides the 

'basis for most of the scholarly work done to date in this 

field, Even-Shmuel's volume was of tremendous help. He col-

la:ted the manuscripts of the various apocalypses t often inter-

weaving several versions in his text. My translation of 

those _secondary versions will be found either within double 

parentheses or lettered. "A." and "B.". Each work has been 

annotated, giving the Biblical and Tannaitic sources of many 

of the allusions, as well as words of explanation_. I found 

these aids to be most helpful in my translating. In addition 

to that, he has provided analy·sis and introductory material 

to each document• and, in somE-1 cases, his historic_al rec on-~ 

struction was the most convincing and complete that exists 

today·. 

In my translating I generally tried to render the text 

:easily readable. Obscur01 passages are. explained :i.n thEl_ notes 

at the end of each chapter. The translation o:f proper names 

was sometimes difficult. A name that is readily identifiable 

was translated into itf.:l ordinary English equivalent, e ,,g.: 

Paras as Persia. Those that \vere not were transliterated 

from the Hebrew. '.11he quotations from Scripture generally fol

low the LT. P. S. translation, with the modernizing of' pronouns 

and verbal endings. 

In addition to Professor Even---Shmuel, I would like to 



thank Dr. Leonard Kravitz, of HUC--JIR, New York, for his many 

hours of assi::.~tance in translating and organizing the works; 

Dr. Edward Kiev and thf.'~ library staff of lIUC~-J-IR for their 

assistance; my wife Carole for proofreading and correcting 

the English; and Karen Goldfarb for typing the manuscript 

p:iecerneal, as she received it. 

Interest in J·ewish Messianism is heightened vvhenever 

the fortunes of the Jewish people are at a low ebb. Even

Shmuel first published his work ln 1943. when the impact of 

the Holocaust was becoming apparent to the Jews of Palestine. 

I also found comfort :in reading these apocalypses of Jewish 

triumph during these difficult times in the wake of the Yorn 

Kippur War. 

The vvard "Messiah" was first used in Biblical literature. 

~l'he kings of_t_he Davidic dynasty were each known as the 

mashiah, the anointed one. Saul was also a mashiah, as was 

Cyrus of P(;rsia (Isa. 1~·5:1) It was during the Second ~remple 

period that the Messiah became an eschatological personality.3 

During the oppression o:f the➔ Greco•••Roman era the belief in a 

redeeming Messianic king heightened. 1.T.1hese messiahs were al

ways human beings. Although they sometimes had supernatural 

'i': qualities, they were always an agent of God, not a Savior in 
• • J+ the Ch:CJ.StJ_an sense. 

J. 



For the Rabbis, the Mesr;;iah was a king vvho would redeem 

and rule Israel at the cl:i.max of human history; he is the in, ... 

strument by whic}1 the Kingdom of' God will be established, 1I'he 

world, in its present h:i.storic:-::1.l context, was considered finite: 

1l1he world will. exist for six thousand ye are. 
'l'he (:first) two thousand will be chaotic. 
The (second) two thousand will "be governed 
by the '.I'orah. ~:'he (last) tvvo thousand will 
be the clays of the Messiah • .J · . 

Clearly they felt that they themselves were living just prior 

to the Tile ssianic advent. 

The stormy period fo11ow:i.ng the destruction of the Second 

1remple was one of hopes and dashed hopes. Some saw Bar Kochba 

as the Messiah.6 ; others saw the Messianic process evolving 

when J\1lian the Apostate reversed the ChristLu1izing of the 

Roman Empire begun by Constantine, and began to make overtures· 

to the Jews. 7 Du:r:i.ng this period the Hishuvei .Qetz_, calcula··· 

tors of the end, began to speculate regularly concerning the 

imminent Messianic corning. So often were the people disil

lusioned _.that the Rabb.is finaJ.1y forbade the ca1cu1ating of the 

end 1 lest the expectations generated would once again prove 

f. . ~-1 8 rUl\, ... e Sfl. 

~:he era of the Perso--Byzantine wars (early 7th Century) 

was a time of heightened Messianic hopes. It was during those 

yearEJ when the major world power grouping;=.3 were changingf that 

the two major apocalypses, the BooJi Q..f El:i,.,tl.12 and the Boo_t g_f. 

Zerubbabel, were most 1ikely written9 • These two works contain 



the major elements found in most Jewish apocalypses and have 

had a significant influence on the literature,, r.rhey, in turn, 

were based somewhat on earlier sources~ to which I will br1ef'.

ly turn to asc<':!rta:i.n the origins of some of the major apocalyp•·· 

tic elements. 

tJ!ypical of the notions concerning the Messianic coming 

is the :idea of two Messiahs, the Messiah ben Joseph and the 

Messiah ben David. 11:he Messiah ben Joseph usually comes 

first, starts thE} redemptive process, but fails to achieve 

final victory. He is slain by the adversary, and is later 

resurrected by the messiah ben David, who is the true Mes

siah and who will 'bring about the final triumphs10 • 

The Messiah ben cToseph is often called Nehemiah ben 

Hushie1. His proper name is from the root nhm meaning 1 to -.-
comfort'. Hi::; paternal name is related to the root ~, 

to 'hasten or hurry'. He is the comforter who hurries the 

end, and hence f'ai1s. 11 Both ZerubbabeJ.12 and Bar Kochba13. 

have been equated with the tragic .figure of the r.fossiah ben 

Joseph. 

Interwoven in these notions is the connection between 

thr~ valley or city of Arbel in Galilee and the appearance 

of the Messiah. ( Some legends connect this location with 

the appearance of the Messiah ben Joseph, some with the 

rrr ' h .b D . d J.Li,) ,.e ssia . en avJ. • Even-Shmuel presents a-very interesting 

theor;y concerning thi:::, information. Seder 'Olarn Zuta (chapter 9) 



lists the first ten exLLarchs of the David:i.c dynasty in 

Babylon. 1ril1e tenth is Hezekiah ben Shecha1:-iiyah ·who is 

buried in the land of Israelr in the valley of ArbeJ.., on the 

land that belonged to the })riest J·oshua ben,-Saraf. Even

Shmuel connects this :fact with the unusual command made by 

6. 

the dying Yohanan ben Zakkai to his diElc :iples, ordering them 

to deliver the throne of the nariJ to Hezekiah •1 5 Even-Shmuel 

understands this to mean that they were to restore the leader

ship of the nation from the Hillelites to the rightful scion 

f t ,, H f Davi· d •16 ·p l th. 1-r l . h J 1 o.: ·11e ,ouse o er1a.ps is l.eze i;:1a persona_ y 

intervened with Vespasian and Titus to spare Jerusalem. His 

request was denied,' but the Roman leaders honored him as a 

Persian prince and granted him two fortresses, Birat~-Malka 

and Birat-tArba., near the Pools of Solomon in the vicinity of 

Bethlehem, 17 It was there, during the destruction of Jerusalem, 

that a son named l\1enahem was born to Hezekiah. Later, the 

---~--Resh Galutha moved to Arbel, the priestly city belonging to 

Joshua ben Nisraph, in the vicinity of Tiberias, and there 

estabLi.sb?d an academy. Many felt that the I.fessianic redemp-

18 tion would begin at that academ~r. 

The Mer:.isiah ben David was often called Men.ahem ben Amiel. 

Again, 'Men.ahem' signifies comforter. tAmiel' in gematria 

equals _g,g__na' r the "avenger" of the slain Messiah ben Joseph. 

1'he notion of th<➔ suffering Messiah imprisoned in Rome follows 

the rnemra of R, Joshua ben Lev:i.. 19 Only in the £.QO~ of 



'l • 

Zerubl)abel is Hephtzi• .. •bah mentioned and named as the mother o:f 

the l\'(e ssiah ben David. In gematria her name equals ha-g_et z, 

signifying the "end". (Por more discussion on Hephtzi-bah 

see my introduction to the translation of the J3ook _o:( Zerub

babeJ, page 27). 

~rhe opponents of the r!Iessiah are either Gog and Magog 

or Armilus. Ezekiel, chapters J8-.39t mentions the inva~1ion 

of' Gog, from the land of Magog, chief prince of 1\/leshech and 

~;:ubal. He will come after Israel is ingathered and dwelling 

securely in her land. God, personally, will fight this venge.., 

ful horde. The corpses of' Gog's army will be buried in Hamon 

Gog. Gog is characterized not as an historical enemy of Is

rael, but rather as a northern king who sends his hordes against 

the Israelite people merely out of jealousy and lust for vio

lence. One theory is that Gog refers to Giges (or Gogo) 

king of Lydia in Asia Minor. 20 Gog and Magog are mentioned 

throughout the Aggadah connected with the l\1essianic ~Jeriod. 21 

The New Testament 22 sees this enemy as waging the final war 

before the second coming, and later Christians identified 

them with both the Goths and the lv1uslims, 23 

Armilus is often the arch--enemy of the i\1essiah in theBE:1 

legends. The name seems to have originated during the Perso .. -

2L~ 
Roman vmrs of the Seventh Century. It is probably connected 

with Romulus, the legendary found~r of Rome, Like Romulus, 

Armilus was born of a beautiful virgin. The medieval not1on 



8. 

that the pagan Romans had i.llicit relations with a marble statue 

of a virgin comes from the writings of Virgil 25, and is echoed 

in several of our apocalypSE"c)S,. Historically, the legendary 

Armilus is identified with the Byzantine Emperor Heraclius, 

who que1led the last struggled for ~Tewish independence in the 

land of Israel,, Le'vi theorizes that the marble statues of his 

mothe:c, which he set up throughout the land, were actually 

statuc~s 'of the Virgin lVIary. The ashera::3 that he planted were 

a euphemism for the crucifixeB that he re-established in Pal0)s

tine aftt,r the JV,deo-Persian revolt. 26 Even--Shrnuel sees a 

secondary explanation in the name of Armilut::i. He derives it 

from the place name 'Aramt' the letters of which can be rear

ranged to spell the name 11 Ramai" , signifying the "d.ecei ver" • 

Like Laban the Aramean, Heraclius deceived the ,Jews into lay-

27· ing dovm their arms. 

Ma:ny legends contain the noti0-n --t-hat t-he rebuilt '11empJ_e, 

or the entire city of ,Je:cusalem., has been prepared by God and 

rer;ts in heaven ready to be lowered once the freedom and in•~ 

gathering are accomplished. This idea is repeated many timeFJ 

in ~:1annaitic literature, 28 and is concisely expressed in the

midrash Heaven1,x J·e:rusalem (.X erushalay:im §.[l_g.-J" Mat 1 ah) found 

in the Even-Shmuel anthology. 29 

~T-h@~Boo-k- ,o:f El~..,_i_ah and the Book o:f Zerubbabcl had a pro ... 

found effect on all later ,Jewish eschatological literature. 

The payt8.n:i.m Elazar Kalir and Yannai borrowed from therp as did 



the gc?onim i3aad.:i.8. and Hai ben Sher:i.r'ah, l'liaimonide s did not 

accept the vivid imagery of this literature,, J:i'or him the 

coming of the r-~essiah would simply be expressed in the re-

). bl ' '[.. \ f J . 1 . ~ d ' .c h 1 1 f·· •. [ 1 JO t";S"Ca . 1s1rmen-~ o. ew1.s1 inc1.epen ence J.n c .e anc o:_ . srae . 

Despite his efforts, and thosE:: of other rationalists, the more 

vivid images persisted in the folk literature of the Jewish 

pE::ople. Every new upheaval created new legends and speculations. 

concerning the Messiah's advent. 11'hese images became part of 

the mysticism of the. later Middle Ages. 31 Even todayt for 

example, there are element r3 in the orthodox community who see 

the recent moon landings as the beginning of' the Messianic 

process, and :identify Soviet Russia w:ith Gog and Wiagog.3 2 
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CH.APTER I. rnrn BOOK OF ELIJAJ-I (Sefer lU:l:,y§Jrn) 
Introduction 

'.I'his vmrk is sometimes known as the _,8T)9caly12_g,e .9_:f_ E) .. i--

_;i.g,h; in Ht~brewt however, it is known as _Sefer Eli~. The 

apocalypse builds on the notion that the prophet Elijah will 

be sent before the awesome and great day that marks the end 

of historic time to tturn the hearts of the fathers to the 

~1o·ns, and the sons to the fathers.' 1 The historical events 

center around the Perso-Romari wars. Their co1mection with 

the end. of days is based on the Talmudic notion that the 

t'destroyers" (i.e.: Rome) are destined to fall to the Per-~ 

sians before the period of redemption is to come. 2 The de-• 

tails in this work concerning the return of the three exiles 

is based upon the Jerusalem Talmud.3 

12. 

I'!!oses Buttenwieser and Samuel Krauss p1ace the historical 

OV!:-:n1.ts in the 3rd Century of the Common Era. Buttenwieser 

believes that the "last king of Persia" referred to in this 

text is Shapur I who :culed from 2LH--272 CE. 4 Shapur conquered 

Antioch in 256 and too_k the Emperor Valerian captive. Krauss 

calls the "last king" Artaxerxe_s_ fr'_o_m the name "Hartakhshasta" 

which appears in our text. Artaxerxes reigned around 226 CE. 

Gog and Magog are an allusion referring to the Gothic inva::.1ion 

of the Roman Empire. 

Yehudah Even•-Shmuel dates the work latert in the Geonic 

period, - 6 He theorizes that the "last king" was Khosrau IIt 

who because of his liberality towards the Jews may have been 

likened to Cyrus the Gre~t. Khosrau ruled from 590-628. 



13. 

During that era Phocas gained the throne of Byzantium (602) 

and ordered. the J-ews of Jerur:Jalcm to convert.? Many Israelites 

proba.bly joined the forces of Khosrau, the Jewish resistance. 

eentered in T i·berias, led by the we al thy· Benjamin. 8 Khosrau 

may have given prorrd.E1es that Jewish aid in his wars against 

Byzantium would lead to J·ewish autonomy in the land o:f Israel. 

In 613 Damascus fell to the advancing Persian forces; by 6J.l+ 

\Jerusalem and most of the :Byzantine East was .in Khosrau I s hands. 

Even-Shmuel theorizes that the "least of kings" mentioned 

in the text was the Byzantine dictator Phocas9 who was of hum

ble origins. Elsewhere, Phocas had been likened to a monstrous 

anti--Christ I his description resembling that of the despised 

Emperor Ca1igula. 10 The diaspora Jews of Babylon and Persia 

may have lent Gupport to Khosraut thus explaining the al

lusion to the three exiles in our text. The corning of Gog 

and Magog may refer to the A.var attack of Constantinople in 

the year 627. 11 Using his reconstruction, Even-Shmuel be

lieves that the Book of Eli,j__ah was written in the y(~ar 627 CE. 



'I'ranslat ion of ~rext 

"And he lay down and slept under a broorn~tree, and, behold, 

an angel touched him, and said to himi 'Ari:crn and eat. '" 

(I Kings 19:5)1 This secret was revealed by Michael the 

great captain of Israel, to Elijah the prophet on Mount Car

mel, concerning the end of days, at the end of the four 

kingdoms. 

((Elijah said:)) 

God's wind carried me and brought me to the east of the 5 

world2 and there I saw a high place burning with fire, no 

being could enter there. Then the wind carried me to the 

south of' the world) and there I saw stars battling with one 
4 another, but they were not prevailing over one another. The 

t' 

wind carried me to the west of the world,:J I saw sou.18 given 

to sorrow, each one according to his deeds, Then Michael said 

to me that the end of the :future will come about during the days 

of the king who will (reign) at the end of days. 

((His name is Harmelatr and there are those who say his 

name is 11arrneila; R. Simai says: his name is Hakhsherat; R. 

Elazar says: his name :is Hartahshasta; R. Judah ben--Batira says: 

Ko:r.esh (Cyrus) is his name; R. Simeon bar Yokhai says: his name 

is Hakhsera-- but th(~ accf~pted opinion is according to R. Simeon 

who said: h:i.s name is Hakhsera.)) 

~fhe last king of Persia will go up against Rome for three 

consecutive years until he conquers it for twelve months. 

10 



Three generals shall come up towards him from the sea, and 

they will be delivered into his hands. 

A. ((On the 20th of Tishrei)) the least of kingsr son of a 

handmaiden, whose name is G:tgit, will go up against him from 

the sea,. These will be his signs: a long :face, a long horn 

between his eyes, his stature will be very tallt his arches6 

15 

will be very high~ his hips will be very slim. On that day he · 20 

w:i.11 set his hand against the faithful nation. 

B. ((On the 20th of Nisan a king will come up from the sea, 

and come to the beautiful holy mountain and burn it. Cursed 

among women be the one who bore him. He is the horn that 

Daniel saw7• ,, • on that day there will be sorrow and war in Israel.)) 

On the 20th of Marheshvan the world sr1all shake, and the 

heavens and earth shall tremble. All the constellations shall 

~-be-ga±he-1"-eLto one place ... ((and, there will be no peace, says 

the Lord, for the nations of the world and the evil ones of · 25 

Israel)) who take houses by oppression, rob fields. and pervert 

the case of' the orphan and widow with lies. But, should they 

repent, they will obtain forgiveness. 

On the 20th of Kislev all Israel shall stand to pray and 

cry· before their F'ather in heaven, on that very day a sword shall 

descend and fall upon the nations of the world-•-as it is 

said~ ( II Sam. 11: 25): "for the sword devours in one mann(,;r 

or another." 



16. 

On thEi 22nd of '.r.ishrei the first captivity shall go out 

of Babylon with 18,000 men and woment and not one of them 

shall perish. On the 25th of Tishrei the second exi1e8 from 

the Sabatyon Ri.v(,H' shall go forth with 17,000 men and. women; 

but of their number, 20 men and 15 women shall be kill(=!d, 9 

On the 25th day of the 8th month, the th:i.rd exile10 shall go 

forth, weeping and crying out for their brethren who were 

killed, fasting in the wilderness :for forty-five days, not 

·'tasting a thing and living w by that which proceeds from the 

JO 

mouth of the Lord' . The first group of exiles Bhall not go 35 

forth from Babylon until the second has reached Babylon-- as 

it is said (Micah L~:10): "Be in pain, and labor oh daughter 

of Zions like a woman in travail: for now shall you go forth 

out of the city, and shall dwell in the field, and shall come 

to Babylon, there shall you be rescued; and there shall the 

Lord redeem you from the hand of your enemies." 

The second war11 will be waged by Demitros son of Poriphos 

and Anphil:i..pos son of Panfos, with them shall be 100,000 caval-

ry, 100,000 infantry, transported by a navy of 300,00012• 4o 

A. On the 20th of Elul a Messiah shall come; his name will be 

Yinnon. During that very day Gabriel shall descend from the 

third to the ninth hour and destroy :from amongst the nations 

of the world 92,000 men. 

B. On the 20th of Ada:r the Messiah shall come, with him will 

be J0,000 righteous men-.. -as it is said (Isa. 11:15): "And the 

righteous shall be the girdle of his loins." When the nations 
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of the world will see it, immediately each of them will be 

smitten, they and their horses,--as it is said (Zech. J.4:12t 

15): 0 And this wi.11 be the plague wherewith the Lord will 

smite all the peoples that have warred against J·erusalem: 

their flesh shall be consumed •.. their eyes shall be consumed 

in their socketi::-i, and thc~ir tongues shall be · consumed i.n their 

mouths ••. and so shall be the plague of the horses." At that 

very hour the Holy One, blessed be He, shall say to the na-· 

tions of the world: "Woe to you, evil ones, :for at the end of 

45 

the :four kingdoms, all of you shall be expelled from the worldt 11 50 

On the twentieth of Tevet the third war will transpire. 

Who will wage it? Costantinus and Cartilus and all the cities1 •3 

allied with them--a great host stretching from the great valley 

unto Jaffa, even to Ashkelon. On the twentieth of Shevat the 

Messiah shall come and the angels of destruction shall de

scend and destroy that whole multitude, leaving not a soul. 

And these cities shall be destroyed: Jerichc:>, Beeroth, Beit•

Horon, Susi:n, Malka and A.rvad, Shallum and Shimron, Beit-

Magdiel, Tyre, and Beit Halfuth, and Lydda, Buz and Beit 'Einam, 

Hamath, Se fer, Hadshah, Antochia, Alexandria and Edom. 1L~ 

All the Israelite towns shall be surrounded with fire from _the 

ministering angels--as it is said (Zech. 2:9): "For I, says 

the Lord, will be unto her as a wall of fire round about her." 

At that very hour th~} Holy One, blessed be He, said to 

Abraham: "Just as your children have descended to 

55 
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the lowest :r.ung•-·-(Isa. 29i4): "And brought down, you shall 

speak out of' the ground, 11 
•·· -thus will they grow tall over all 

the nations--as it is said (Deut. 28:l)r "The Lord your God 

will set you on high above all the nations of the earth .. " 

Afterwards all the nations of the world shall.come and 

bow down to every singlE:) I sraeli·te and lick the dust from 

off of.his feet--as it is said (Isa. 49~23). "Kings shall 

be your :foster :F.atheri..:; t and their queens your nursing moth

ers; they shall bow down to you with their faces to the 

earth, and lick the dust off your feet •• ," 

One }mt of wheat will become nine hundred ]{_or._§.1 5, and 

thus for wine, and for oil; and every tree will be laden with 

delicacies and fruits, as it is said (Ezek. 36:8): "But you, 

0 mountains of Israel, you shall shoot forth your branches, 

and yield your fruit to My people Israeli "•--and Israel shall 

e.:4.t and rejoice forty years •16 

60 

65 

Afterwards the Holy One, blessed be He, shall raise up 70 

17 Gog and Magog and all their retainc:irs 1 and after all the 

peasants have been gathert~d together, they will encircle 

Jerusalem in order to fight against her. The Messiah will come, 

and, with the help of the Holy.One, blessed be He, shall wage 

war with them--as it is said (Zech. 14:J): "Then shall the Lord 

go forth, and fight against those nations, as when He fightB 

in the day of battle." The Ho1y One, blessed be He, shall 

gather all the fowl of the heavens and the beasts of thE:) earth 



togethEir to eat their :flesh and to drink their blood for a 

period of twelve months18--as it :ls said (Isa. 18t6): "• •• the 

ravenous birds shall summer upon them, and all the beasts of 

the earth shall winter upon them." Israel will make fires of 

their weaponry for seven years--as it is said (Ezek. J9:9)t 

"And they that dwell in the cities of IsraEd shall go fortht 

and shall make fires of the weapons and use them as fuel, both 

the shields and the bucklers ••• and they shall make fires of 

them seven years. 11 They will be burying them for seven months-·~ 

as it is sa:i.d (Ibid. vs. 12): "For seven months shall the 

house of Israel be burying them that they may cleanse the land." 

Afterwards the last day19 shall come, which is as long as 

forty days. 20 mountains and hills shall topple and quake, 21 

walls and towers shall fall, and the land shall reprimand the 

75 

evil ones 22 and shall say: "In such-and-such a place so-and-so 80 

killed so•-and-so--as it is said (Isa. 26:21): "The earth shall 

disclose her blood," 

Elijah said: I see the dead taking on form, their dust 

gaining shape 23 they are ·becoming as they were beforehand, 

to give praise to God---as it is said (Deut. 32139)1 "See now 

that I, even1 It run He. and there is no god with Me; I kill 

and I make alive," and so Ezekiel (37:8) said: "And I beheld, 

and, lo, there were sinews upon them .• ," The ministering 

angels are opening their sepulchers and casting souls out of 

them, -and they are alive,- and standing them on their feet. 

85 
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A,1.1 t ,. . d f ' d t h ' t ?4 11ose 1.n net?- o JU gmen- are pus. ed 1n-·o a great cave, -

the length of which is 2rOOO cubitst its width is 50 cubits. 

The eyes of the righteous shall see the downfall of all those 

who did not take delight in the Torah of the Holy One, blessed 

be He--as it :i.s said (Isa. 56:24) "And they shall go forth and 

look upon the carcasses of the men that have rebelled against 

Me." 

Elijah said: I see fire and brimstone d0scending :from 

heaven on the wicked--as it is said (Ps. 11:6): "Upon the 

wicked He will cause it to rain coals; fire and brimstone." 

The Holy One, blessed be Het will place the Temple a great 

distance from this worldly destruction, so that the righteous 

will not hear the cries of the wicked and ask mercy for themp 25 

as if they had not been (wicked), 

Elijah said: I see A.bra.ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all 

the righteous sitting, the land before them is sown with all 

types of delights, the very tree that the Holy One, blessed 

be He, prepared stands in thEi midst of the· garden"•-as afore-

said (Ezek. 47:12): "By the river upon its bank, on this side 

and on that side, shall grow every tree for food, whose leaf 

shall not wither. neither shall the f'rui t thereof fail-•-and 

boats are coming from Ein Gedi and as far as Eglaim loaded 

with wealth and honor for the righteous." 

Elijah said: I see a lovely city, splendid and great 

90 
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100 

descending from heaven completely built--as it is said (Ps. 122:J)i 
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~Jerusalem is built as a city that is compact together."~-built 

and perfected, her people dwelling within her, (the city) is 

resting on 3,000 towers. Between each tower are 20 rls. 27 

each r:i..2 contains 25 ,. 000 cub:i.. ts of smarga:r.ds t precious stones, 

and pE1:D.rls•~·-as it is said (Isa. 54:12): "I will make your 

pinnacles of rubi(-:18, your gates of carbuncles, and your bor

derr:1 of precious stones." 

Elijah said~ I see the houses and gates of the righteoust 

their thresholds and doorposts are of valuable stones, the 

treasuries of the Temple are open at their entrances, Amongst, 

them there in the study of the '.Vorah and peace-•-as it is said. 

(Ibid. vs. J.J): "All your children shall be taught of the 

Lord t and great shall be your ch:LJ.dren ts peace." And it fur"· 

ther says (Ps. 119i16S)i "Great peace have they that love 

Your Torah," and it further says (Jbig. 31: 20): "Oh how 

abundant ir:; Your goodness which You have stored for them 

that :fear You; which You have wrought for them that take 

refuge in You." 

10_5 

110 
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CHAPTER II. '11 HE BOOK OF ZERUBBABEL (Sefer Z erubavel) 
Introduction 

richest works written during this period; its vivid imagery 

has given rise to numerous other works. Perhaps this vision 

of redemption is shown to Zerubbabel son of Shealti.el because 

he flmctioned as the redeemE-)r of the Jews at the end of the 

J3abylo:nian Exile. Israel Levi 1 states that his parental. name 

'She al ti.el• is symbolic to one who asks futuristic qm~stions. 

Yehudah Even-Shmuel finds the Shealtiel argument of Levi 

t b th f d 
2 · o e ra er orce .• He argues that the vision was shown to 

Zerubba1Jel ·because Zerubbabel, grandson of the last reigning 

king of Judah, represents the archetype·of'the Messiah·ben 

Joseph, the Messiah who does not succeed in bringing about the' 

final redemption. 3 A d . t 0 11· 4 .ccor ing o ,;)e . .1n, Zerubbabel was actual-

ly crowned king of Judah and murdered by agents of the Persian 

imperial governm0mt. Zerubbabel became the folk hero in Israel. 

He was attributed with the recitation of the J5iddush ha--Shem 

in heaven, and it is he who will blow the sho:far on the day of 

redemption. 5 Even~-Shrnuel sees a connection between the l\fos

siah "oen ,Joseph, Nehemiah ben Hushiel r and Zerubbabel. 

Neh€imiah I s paternal name implies; he, like Zerubbabel r tried 

to hasten the redemption. 6 In one instance the Talmud equates 

Zeruhbabel with Nehemiah ben Hilldyah. From this, Even-Shmuel 

· arguer: that there could easily have b<➔ en · confusion between the 

two Ne herniahs. 

There have been several theories put forth concerning 
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the historical events to which our midrash alludes. Graet~, 

Steinschneider, and Harkavi point to ·' 1058 CE, which fol-

lows the 990 year date after the destruction of Jerusalem 
8 0 

men:t:i.oned in the text. Graetz and Greenstone 7 theorize that 

the aJ)ocalypse was written by an Italian <Tew. iVIarx10 also 

contends that the Book .of Zerubbabel was written in Italy- in 

9.58. He bases his contention on a letter written by the 

Rhenish Jewish community to the Jews of Palestine inquiring 

about the supposed apJ)earance of the Messiah. 

·r 1 L ,.,- . ll 1·h n. .J t t d th t 1-h. l . srae .. evi was ·c e I 1rs c ·o con ·en - a ·u. is wor :r 

is over three hundred years earlier than originally assumed. 

His theory is based on the name 'Shiroy' used in some manu-

scripts of the Bq_9..).f of Zerubbabel. He identifies Shirey with 

Syroes, the son of Khosrau II of Persia, who murdered his 

father and usurped the throne. Therefore, he contends that the 

Book o:f Zerubbabel was written in the land of Israe1 between 

the years 629 to 636 CE, between the death of Khosrau and the 

Muslim conquest under 'Omer. Levi disregards the 990 year pro

blem,, say-ing that it is merely the work of a 1ater copyist. 

Even--·,Shmue1 g(~nerally agrees with Le'vi I s reconstruction. 

He solves that 990 year difficulty stating that the historic 

Zerubbabel, who was building the Second Temple, was told that 

990 years after the building (not the destruction) of that 

'I'emple, the Messiah would come, hence he works it out very 
l ') 

nicely to the year 638 CEI c, 



1I1he Boo.k of .Zerubba.bel was, according to Even-Shmuel, 

written two years a£ter the Boo½ of Eliiah. The historic 

event:;:~ are centc,red around the Per:::~o-Rornan wars. 1l1he legionr-:3 

o:f Khosratt II invaded the Byzantine province o:f Palestine •1 .3 

T iberias (near the valli:~y o:f Arbel), and Galilee i:n general 

were the centers o:f the Jewish revolt. 1l1he weal thy Benjamin 

26, 

of' 1ri,berias was the principle J·ewish leader. The Pers:ian army 

under rharbarza toolc ,Jerusalem in July, 6J.1+. The fourteen 

year period of Persian hegemony was characterized by the Jews 

avenging themselves against their former Byzantine Chr:istia.n 

oppressors. During this era there were numerous recorded con-

versions to Judaism. The Persian dominion, however, was cor

rupt and did little to promote an independent Jevrish common-

wealth,, In 628 Sy-roes (Shiroy) revo1ted against and murdered 

his father Khosrau; the provinces of Syr:i..aJ Egypt and Israel 

reverted back to Byzantine ru1e. 9:.'he Byzantine Emperor .Hera

clius retook t.Terusalem. At f'irst he promised immunity to the 

Jews; he may have even made a treaty with Benjamin of '.I:1:iberias,, 

The monks of J'erusalem, however, allowed Heraclius to break 

hh3 vow I after which he wrought stern vengeance upon the former 

Jewish rebels, He went as far as renewing the edicts o:f 

Hadrian and Constantine forbidding a Jewish presence in t.Terusalem. 

The sa;ying was that 'Syroes destroy(~d everything that 

, h I J..l.} • - • ( • ) Kosrau . ad wrought, WJ_th the advent of Heraclius Armilus 

the ,Jews were :fighting for the last vestiges o:f their independence. 



Some held out in the fortress of J·erur;;alem under the leader•-

ship of Hephtzi-bah, whom Even~Shmuel theorizes was of the 

Resh Galutha famil-yf hence of Davidic lineage. 15 Noph and 

Sargon were two Christian leaders or generals whose assault was 

repulr3ed by Hepht zi•- ·bah •16 . HeracliuB (A:r.milus) arrived un

scathed by the assault of Gog and Magog, the Avars who at-

tacked Constantinople in 627. He broke his vow to the Jews 

by killing the Messiah ben Joseph. Hephtzi.-bah continued. to 

resist, hoping that her son, the Messiah ben David, could 

eventually "bring about the promised salvation. According to 

Even•-Shmuel t the Bo..Q}f. _o:( Zerubbabel. was written at this 

juncture in history.· The Messianic advent had been postponed 

ten years i and all WE:re looking to the emerging Muslim Arabs 

in the south as the vehicles for Jewish redemption. 27 
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T:r;anslation of 1l'ext 

~['he prophecy of' Zerubbabel the son of Shealti.el the satraJ> of 

Judah: 

On the twenty•-fourth day of the month of Shevat the Lord 

showed me this vision, which was like the vision that I saw 

at the Chebar River. 1 

I had been praying to the Lord, and when I said: "Praised 

be You,, O Lord, who revives the dead," my heart yearned to 

know the plan of the Eternal Temple, A voice came forth to 

me-•••I heard a voice, but I saw no image--it answered me from 5 

the gates of heaven and said to me: "Are you Zerubbabel the 

satrap of .Judah?" And I said: 11 I am your servant. 11 

Then I arose and continued to pray as· I had been doing. 

]·. f. . ,._ d 2 d t d t h 1nJ.s11e my prayer an urne · o go ome . 

I was so distressed that I became sick, I arose from 10 

my sorrow to say my prayers and to entreat the God of Israel. 

I confessed my transgressions and sins saying: 11 Please Lord, 

I have sinned, I have transgressed, I am guilty--You are the 

God of Israel, who created all with the breath of Your mouth; 

a word from Your lips can revive the dE}ad,." 

On the eleventh day of Adar it came to me and spoke to 

me saying: "Ask met" And I said: 11 What shall I ask? lVIy end 

has come and my allotted number of days are fulfilled." And 1.5 . 

he said to me: "I will lengthen your days." 



1:['he wind lifted me between heaven and earth and took me 

to Nineveh, the great city, the bloody city3 . And he said to 

me: "Go to the pagan temple4'." ( (to the place of levity)). 

I went as he commanded me. He said to me; "~:urn this way!" 

I turned, and a hand touched me. I r.mw a despised and wound•-
t' 

ed man • .J ((a downtrodden man, one acquainted with suffering.)). 

The wounded and despised man said to me: "Zerubbabel, what 

are you doing here?" I answered and said:. "'l'he Lord's wind 20 

wind carried me ((to where I do not know))t and brought me to 

this place. 11 He said to me: "Do not fear t for you were brought 

here to be shown." 

When I heard his words, I was at ease and I asked him: 

"What is the name of this place'?" He said to me: ~l'his is the 

greater Rome. 119 And I said to him: "Who are you and what is 

your name, and what are you doing in this place?" He said to 

m.;:~; "I am the Messiah o:f the Lord, and I am imprisoned here 

unt.Ll the end of days. 11 When I heard this, I was silent and 

hid my :face from him for a moment. But longing to see him 

burned within me, and I looked at him once again. and out of 25 

fear I hid my face again. He said to me: "Approach mel Do 

not fear or dread ••. Why are you silent?" I said~ "For I 

heard that you were God 1 s Messiah, the servant of the Lord, 

and the Light of Israel." Immediately he appeared to me as a 

youth, the perfection of beauty. ((a handsome and beautiful 

youth with none to rival him)). I said to him~ "When will. 

the light of Israel shine forth?" 



JO,. 

WhEm I had :finished saying these things to him, a winged 

man came to me and said to me:. 11 Zerubbabel t what do you ask of JO 

the Lord's Messiah?" I answered and said to hi.m; "Whc.:in will 

the· end bringing redemption come?" And he said: "Ask me, and 

I will tell you." I said: uwho are yout my lord?" 

A. He said: "I am captain of the Host of the Lord God 
' '7 

of Israel, who fought all the battles with the kings of Canaan, 

and I am ((the Lord's angel)) who fought with Sennacherib8 

and I smote 185,000 men, and I aJn the captain of Israel who 

will fight the wars of God's Messiah with the king of fierce 

countenance 9 , Armilus the son of Satan, who will come f'orth 

35 

from the stone image10 , for the Lord has'placed me over His 

people11 as captain to fight against the captains of th·e nations •12 

B. ((And he answered: I am Michael ((Metatron)). And he 

said to me: "I am the angel who guided Abraharn.13 through the 

whole J.and of Canaan, and blessed him in the name of the Lord, 

and it was 
· lL~ 

1 who announced to Sarah (concerning the forth-

coming birth of Isaac) and it was I who caused it to rain fire 

and brimstone from the Lord out of heaven on Sodom and Gemorrah, 15 
. 16 17 It was I who redeemed Isaac and wept for himr and it was 

I who struggled with Jacob at the ford of the Jabbok. 18 It was 40 

I who guided Israel in the wilderness forty years19 in the 

name of the Lord, for the Lord put His -name inside of me. 20 

( (It is I whose namEi is the same as his Master)) and it was I 

who was revealed to Joshua at Gilga1 21 .)) 
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And youi Zerub'babel son of Shealtiol son of Yechania, King 

of J'udah, as1r and I will tel1 you what will happen to your peo~

ple in the end of days. 

((And I·asked and said, what is the name of this one, the 

Lord*s Messiah, and what is he doing in this place?)) 

He said to met 11 He is the Messiah ben David, and his 

name . I" l 22 "b A · J 23 lS ½ena1em en .mie ., he was born to the house o:f 

David, king of Israel t when Nebuchadnez,z,ar came against J'eru

salem. 24 The Lord made him the Prince of the Covenant for 

the people. I carried him with the wind of God and I hid 

him in this placei until the end of time. It is as the pro

phet Isaiah has said: 

For the fortified city is solitary, 

A ha.bit at ion abandoned and forsaken, 

like the wilderness; 

There shall the calf feed* and thEJre shall he 

And consume the branches thereof. (Isa. 27:10) 

( (I anked and said:)) When ((will)) the event be? ( (He 

said to me)): When th(~ Temple shall be standing 420 years, it 

50 

be destroyed a second time. ((On the .seven hundied)) ind:i~eriiieth 

year from the founding of Rome i certain king shall rule over 

it. Seventy kings shall rule over it, corresponding to the 

seventy nations ( o:f mankind), and once these ten kings have 

finished their reigns, the tenth (king) shall destroy the 



Temple I the daily f,acrificf; shall cease, 25 the holy nation 

shall be scattered and shall be the victims of the sword, 

plundor and confusion, and many of them shall fall away from 

their Law and worship the idolatrous images of the other 

32. 

nations. In their down.falling, thE:~Y shall be given some 55 

.small help 26 and the evil ones who put detestable things in 

the Sanctuary shall have dominion over them from the time 

of the removal of the continual burnt-offering. At the end 

of nine hundred and ninety years, nwhen they have made an 

end of breaking in pieces the power of the holy people," 

(Dan. 12:7), the salvation of the Lord will redeem them and 

gather them together by the hand of the Lord's Messiah, 

I Zerubbabel asked the captain of the Lordts hosts 

((Metatron)) ((concerning the signs of the End)), He said 60 

to me: 11 The Lord will give the rod of salvation27 to 
28 Hephtzi-baht mQther of Menahem ben Am)el. 

A. 1l1he rod--an almond b:r-anch 29---is the rod that blossomed 

in the ~r.ent of meeting30 , it blossomed and brought forth 

1i ve almonds, It is hid.den in~ Raqqat of Naphtali. Jl 

B. ( (tJ~his rod is of onyx. It i.s hidden in Raqqat of Naphtali, 

and :t t is the rod that the Lord gave to Adam, 32 to Noah, to 

Shc~m. to Abraham, Isaac, and ,Jacob, to J·oseph, to Moses and 

to Am::·on, to tToshua and to King David.)) From there ElijahJJ 

will br:i.ng it forth ( (Elijah son of Elaz,ar) )34 and give it to 

a man whose name is Nehemiah ben Hushie135 , son of Ephraim36 65 



son of JoseJ)h. ((And he will give it to Hephtzi-•bah, mother 

of lVIenahem ben Arniel)). 

I answered and said: "Tell me, please, when will the 

Lord rs Messiah come':"' He said to me: "Nehemiah ben Hushiel 

will come and gather all Israel together in Jerusalem, as a 

man gathers his family together, and they will take their 

stand there. They will offer a sacrifice which will be 

pleasing to the Lord, and the Israelites shall gather ac

cording to their families and geneologies37 • In the fifth 

year, after Nehemiah ben Hushiel gathered the nation of the 

holy people, the king of Persia ((Shiroyi King of Persia)) 

w:i.11 go up against Nehemiah and against Israel and. there will 

be great sorrow in Israel. Hephtz:i.-bah, mother of IVIenahem 

ben Amiel, shall come forward with the staff that Nehemiah 

JJ. 

ben Hushiel gave her ( (for warfare against the Lord I s enemies)),, 

and a stat· shall shine in front of her. 38 ( {All the stars in 

their courses shall fight her wars.))39 

A 1 L d h 11 d . d . d. . 4o ( t .• ~~ ·1e or s a sen a w1.n causing 1.zz:t.ness amongs 

the enemies). Each man shall kill his comrade, and his·broth

er, and there the evil ones shall difJ. 

B. ((She shall kill two kings (the two whose hearts are set 

at doing evil )La. 1.J:lhe first one's name is No:f, King of' Teiman42 

( . . )h3 who waved his hand against Jerusalem , and the second will 

be Sargon king of Antiochia. 

70 
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When I heard these words, I fell UJ)on my face ahd said 

to him. "'.I.'ell me the truth concerning the Messiah, prince 

J4. 

• l-J,L~ 
of the holy nation " He strengthened me and brought me to 

the pagan Temple, ((house of levity)) and he showed me a 

mar·ble statue in thE-) form o:f a woman, her appc~arance was 

comely, and her form was most beautiful. He said to me: 

"Zerubba·bel, what do you see?" I said to him: "I see a 

marbl(~\ statue vd th the face of a very beautiful woman." 

He said to me~ "Satan ( (Belial)) will come to this statue 

and lie with it t and from it will SJ)ring forth Armil us. 

A. He will rule over everything, and his dominion will 

reach from one end of the earth to the other. there will be 

no one to oppose him. He will kill with his fierce sword 

any one who does not believe in him. Ten kings will be al-

1ie·d with him. 

B. ((He will arise and rule over the Emim, the state of 

Satan ( (Belial)) his father. These are the signs by which 

80 

(you can recognize_ him): The hair of. his head is like green a5 
gold, ~-5 his handr:: reach to his feet, the width of his face 

is comparable to the span of one• s little finger• hi:3 eyes 

are deep-.. set f his teeth come to points-·-anyone who looks 

upon him is sure to tremble. All the nations of the world will 

go astray after him, except for Israel, who wil.l not be-

lieve in him. He will come against the saintly people of 

the most High in Jerusalem with a huge,. mighty army. Ten 



] . 'lJ . th t. ~- 6 . b t t -angs w1, ,,, arise over · e na··:LOn:; in seven years t u- hey 

will not be able to reign a single year ((a half a year)) 

( ('rhese are their names and their cities: The first king 

Seleucust the name of his city is Sepha:rad ((it is Aspam:i.a 

of the Sea country)) i the second king Art,e.mus, his city 

Gotia; the third king Pleus, his city Plueus; the fourth king 

Galiar:3, his city Galia; the fifth king Demetrus, his city 

Moratia; the sixth king Herculanus, his city Italia; the 

seventh king Achtenus, his city Dormus; the eighth king 

Ephramus, his city Aram•-Nahariam; the ninth king Shiroy 

king of Persia; the tenth king Armilus son of Satan. who 

came forth from the stone image, and he is the ruler of all 

of' them. 

The ten kings shall come to Jerusalem and will wage war 

against the holy people and kill many of them. He shall kill 

((Shiroy shall stab)) Nehemiah ben Hushiel, and sixteen right

eous ones shall be killed a1ong with him. The Israelites shall 

90 

95 

be exiled to th1:} wilderness. Hephtzi-bah, mother of r-Henahem 100 

ben Amiel, shall take her stand at the eastern gate, for 

there the evil ones shall not reach. This will uphold that 

which Scripture assures (Zech. lLJ,:2); "And the rest of the 

nation shall not be cut off from the city." 

A. Never before has Israel experienced such sorrow, (The 

people) shall flee to the high and rocky hills and to the 

caves, but they will not be able to flee from him. 
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B. ( (~rhere will ·be a great and very diff :i.cul t famine over the 

entire land; it will last for forty-five days. During those 105 

4-'1 days neither man nor beast will have his reward. All Israel 

shall go out to the Judean wilderness, to the Brook of Shittim, 

and shall gather sal t~-wort with worm-wood, and shall eat the 

LJ,8 ) ) roots of the broom plant for sustenance ·• 

·The Israelites shall mourn Nehemiah ben Hushiel forty-one 
J+o 

days 1 his piereed corpse ·" shall be cast before the gates of 

Jerusalem-•- but the wild beasts and birds shall not touch it. 

((After 41 days the Holy One, blessed be Het shall bury h:im 

among the gravE~s ( of the Kings) of the Jude an house)) The 

Israelites shall cry to the Lord out of much stress and in 

great vexation. 

Armilus shal.1 go (up) from Jerusalem to Rivlah50 ((which 

iG Antioch)) and conquer it. He shall then make an alliance 

wi:.,h the soru:i of the east,51 who had ruled over it (Rivlah), 

and then shall start a war against the sons of Kedar52 in the 

Valley of ArrJel, and he shall win that battle and conquer the 

entire world. 

He will begin to plant the Asheras of the Genti1es5J which 

the Lord hates upon the land, He will take the statue from which 
~4 . . 

he wac: born.J from the pagan temple ((the house of levity)) and 

bring it up to him, seven altars shall be built to it and it 

shall be the chief goddess of his pagan rites. And all the 

110 
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peoples shall come from all the (surrounding) places and wor

ship that very statue, and burn incense before :Lt and ofi'er 

libations to it. Whoever finds the courage to look at it 

will not be able to do so for no one is able to look at its 
~4 

face because of its beauty~-✓ ((and anyone who does not 

bow to it shall die the death of suffering animals)), Armi

luB shall anger the Lord with his evil deeds." 

When I heard this thing according to the prophecy of 

the Lord which came to me. I was very distressed, I arose 

and went to the aqueduct and there cried out before the 

Lord God of Israel ( ( the God, of all flesh. ) ) ~Phe Lord 

heard me and sent His angel to me while I was still pray--

120 

ing. I did not interrupt my prayer, but I saw him and lcnew 125 

that he was the angel who spoke all the previous words to 

me, so I bent the knee and bowed before him. A.gain he 

touched me, as he did the first time, and he said to me: 

"What is the matter, Zerubbabel ?" I sa:i.d: "My lord, the 
t:' r::. 

spirit within me constrains me." :.n Metatron answered and 

said to me: "Ask me, and I will tell you before I go away 

from before you," I said to him: "My lord, when will.the 

light of Israel come?" He said to me: "As the Lord who sent 1.30 

me and placed me over Israel lives, now I will tell you the 

doings of the Lord, for the holy God said to me: fGo to my 

servant Zerubbabel and tell him whatever he asks of yoult" 

Michael ( (Metatrori.)) said to me: "Please come towards me and 
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talre heed o:f all that I speak to you, for what I will speak 

is truth, by the word of the Living God." 

He said to me: ''6 "Menahem ben Amiel will come suddenly.::> 

and take his stand i~ the valley of ArbeJ. 57 (that is in the 

territory of) ,Joshua ben Nisraph5 8 ( (ben Yehotzadak the 

priest)) All the remaining sages of Israel will go out to 

him, few of them will remain after the smiting of Gog 

((from the decrees of Armilus)) and from the despoilment 

that he wrought against them. Menahem ben Ami.el will say 

to the elders and sages: "I am the Lord's T·ilessiah, (the 

Lord) has sent me to redeem and save you from the hands of 

these enemies." The elders and sages shall look at him and 

see him as a despised man whose clothing is ragged and they 

will despise him as you have despise him. His anger shall 

be ki'ndled within him and "he shall put on the garments of 

vengeance for his apparel, and shall be clad with zeal as a 

cloak." (Isa. 59:17) and he:~ shall go forward to the gates of 

135 

<Terusalem. Hephtzi-bah~ hiB mother, shall come :forward and J.l.i,o 

present to him the :::-ita:ff with which signs were wrought, Eli-

jah shall join with him, and they shall resurrect Nehemiah ben 

Hushiel, All the elders of Israel shall go and see that Nehe-

miah is ali ve~--standing on his two feet--.. ancl immediately they 

will ·tielieve in Menahern ben Amiel. Therfi will be a peace 
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conference between them--as is said in the prophecy of 

Isaiah; 'Ephraim shall not envy Judah: and ,Judah shall not 

vex Ephraim.'" (Isa. 11.:lJ) 

After all this, Menahem ben Amiel will come, accompanied ll~-5 

lJy all Israel, thot~e who have come :from near and far, Also, 

Nehemiah ben Hushiel and all the resurrected, Elijah the pro~-

phet, - and the entire company shall go up to Jerusalem.59 In 

the month of Ab r during which they had previously mourned :for 

Nehemiah, the ruins of Jerusalem shall be rebuilt, and there 

will be great rejoicing :for Israel. Thc,:y shall offer a sacri-

fice to the Lord, and He shall accept it from them. Israel's 

offering shall be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of 

60 old, as in the ancient days, and the Lord shall savor the 

pleasant odor brought by His people Israel, and shall greatly 

rejoice for Israel. The Lord shall bring down to the earth 150 

th T 1 b ··Lt · l·Ieave·1·1 .• 61 · e emp _e u1. in In the cloud of incense that 

is in the shrine 1 the Lord shall again ascend to heaven. The 

Lord's Messiaht all Israel following him ((at his heels)), 

shall go out and stand before the gates of ,Jerusalem, opposite 

the Mount of Olives, and the holy God shall st-and- at the 

head of the top of thn rnountain62 and the fear of Him shall 

weigh heavily on the heavens, 63 and on the upper heavens, 

and on the earth and on the underworld J on ·the waters and 

their channels, on the mountains and their foundat:bns, on 

all flesh and all that has breath, for the Lord God shall be 



revealed in the :::light; of all. Jerusalem• s exiles t=,hall climb 

the Mount of Olives. They shall see Zion and shall rejoice 

for ,Jerusalemt and Zion shall say: 'Who hath begotten me 

these? 164 and 'These,where were they?' Nehemiah shall go 

up to .Jerusalem and say to her: 1 Behold, here are your chil

dren to whom you had given birth, and who had been exiled 

from you! Rejoice greatly, 65 O daug~ter of Zion. Shoutl 

O daughter of Jerusalem!' Enlarge the place of your tent66 

and the curtains of your habitations. 111 

He showed me ( (Metatron showed me)) Jerusalem in her 

rebuilt state. He shall increase her length and width, 67 

and showed me the walls of Jerusalem, walls of f'ire 68 all 

around her--she shall extend from the wilderness69 to Leba

non, from the mighty Euphrates to the Mediterranean. He 

showed me the Sanctuary ((the Temple))--the Temple was built 

on the summits of five mountains. 70 He said to me: "These 

are the mountains that God has chosen to carry His holy 

place. 11 I asked: "What are their names?" 1-Ie said to me= 

"~L1hese are their names: Lebanon, Mt. Moriah, and Tabor, and Car-

me1, and Hermon." 

( ( I said to the Captain of the Lo rel' s army: "Tell me 

the order o:f signs, year by year, month by month.")) He 

answered and said to me: "In the nine hundred and ninetieth 

year after the destruction o:f Jerusalem, the redemption of' 
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Israel will come." He continued to explain the master to me 

and the vision about which he had previously dealt. '.I1hus 

the Captain of the Lordts host ((Metatron)) announced to me: 

"'l "At the beginning of the beginning of the seven year cycle' , 

Nehemiah ben Hushiol will come and gather all Israel to Jeru-

salem. 

On the fifth year of the cycle, Hephtzi-bah (mother of 170 

Mena.hem ben Amie1) ((the wife of the prophet Nathan)) ((the 

wife of Nathan ben David who was born in Jerusalem)) will come. 

During the seventh year, the root of Jesse shall blossom, 

he is Menahem ben Amiel•---on the first month•-·-the month of 

Nisan. 6n the fourteenth day of the month ((during the Watch

night72)).according to the prophecy of Isaiah: "The watchman 

saidi t'I1he morning cometh and alI;o the n:ight---If ye will in, ... 

quire. inquire ye; returnt come.t" (Isa. 21:12) 

On the twenty first day of the first month73 l\Tenahem ben 175 

Amiel will come, with him will be Nehemiah ben Hush-ier, Eli;jah 

the Prophet ( ( with h:i s band of prophets)) and they shall stand 

at the Great Sea and call: 'Let all the corpses of the Israel-

ites who threw themselves into the SE.~a rather than allow them-

selves to be taken cmptives, come forward. 74 An ocean wave 

shall arise, scattering them, and casting them out alive into 

the Brook of Shittim. On that day "a fountain from the House 

of the Lord shall water the Valley of Shittim" (,Joel h.:18). 
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Dur:i.ng the second month, Iyyar, Korah 1 El banc17.5 shall bEl 180 

resurrected in the valley of Jericho by the Brook of Shittirn, 

and they will go 

ites 1 banner,77 

76 to the l\flessiah. Asaf shall hold the Korakh-

On the f:i.rst day of the third month, the month of Si van t 

those who died in the wilderness shall be resurrected and 

shall join together with their brethren by the Brook of Shittirn. 

A. On the 18th day of the month the moun:tains and hills 

shall quake, 78 also the land and all that is upon it t and 

the sea and all that .is in it shall collapse. 

B. ( (On the 18th day there shall be a great earthqua1ce 79 in 

the land o:f Israel affecting the houBes, walls, and towers; 

the land and its inhabitants shall tremble.)) 

On the fourth month which is the month of Tammuz, the 

Lord God of I f3rael shall descend upon the IV!ount of Olives, 

and. sha.11 sound the great shofar, SO and the Mount of Olives 

shall be cleft in half from underneath, 81 and all the high 

places o:f the foreign gods and the houses of their images, 

every wall and steep place, shall A::111 to the ground. 82 

Menahem ben Arniel shall go up from the Brook of Shittim, 

and blow into Armilus' face and kill him according to the 

prophecy of Isai.aht "And with the breath of his lips shall 

he slay the wicked.' (Isa. 11:4) The Lord shall go forth83 

and fight the army of Gog and Magog ((the army o:f A.:r.milus)), 
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as a man of war He shall stir up jealousy. 84 The holy nation 
8 L~ 

shall go forth and see the salvation of the Lord, eye to eye~ 

all Israel shall see Him as a warrior, wearing the armor of 

righteousness86 and the helmet of salvation on His head. 

He will fight those nations, sticking one man's sword 

into his companion's neck. ~:1hey will fall dead in the valley 

of Arbel~ and all Israel shall go out and spoil those that 

spoiled them, 87 and rob those that robbed them. 

The remnants (of Armilus' army) shall take refuge at 

'I1zela ha-Elef, 88 four hundred thousand men, and one hundred 

thousand armored troops. Five hundred (Israelite) men shall 

come forward, headed, by Nehemiah, Elijah ((and you, Zerubbabel)), 

and shall slay all of them--(one of your men shall chase a 

thousand89 ) 

195 

((That will be the third war, for.there will be three wars 200 

in the land of Israel: One fought by Hephtzi-bah against the 

king of Persia ({against Shiroy, king of Persia)) and one that 

the Lo:cd God of Israel will fight ( (Mena.hem ben Am:i.e➔l will 

f:i.ght)) with Arm.iJ.us and the ten royal allies ((Gog and Magog)), 

and the third fought by Nehemiah ben Hushiel at Tzelah ha-Elef.)) 

((Two saviors shall go up to Mt. Zion)) 

1The kingdom shall belong to the Lord. 205 



These are the words spoken by Metatron to Zerubbabel 

ben Shealtiel satrap of Judah during the days o:f the Per-

sian Empire, 

They were written down by Zechariah ben fAnan and Elijah 

who were in complete exiJ.e 90 • ((in the midst of Exile)) 
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851-·b' d · ..... l . • 

861-~. -'l 
.:.:]2]-0 .• 

52:8. 

59:17 

B?cf. Ezek, 

88cf. J ,,, · OSu, 

39:10 

18:28 

90Le'°vi: "dant1 l' exil complet" cf. Amos 1: 6, 9. 
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CHAPTER III, FOLLOWING THE BOOK OP ZERUBBABJ:'i:L 

T:1ore than any other workt the Bo.ok of Zerubbabel popularized 

the 1.(=;gends of Armilus and the Messiah ben ,Joseph. Later apoc.

alyptic works including the A12oca~.:,:Y.:..1?.f.i§. ot Rabbi Shim.eon P..§X' 

YochaL Otot ha-Mashiah, and Pir1rn lVIoshe all enlarge upon the 

Book of Zerubbabel. 1 

In the midrashic literature read i.n the synagogues, tht~ 

names nf Armilus, and Gog and Magog became synonymous with 

Rome and Christianity, Paytanic literature is full of al

lusions :from the J3ook .9._f Zerubbabel. Even the geon:i.m, prin~

c ipally Saad:i.a and Hai Gaon, accepted the Armilus legend. 

Arm:i.lus, Michael and the wars of Gog and Magog are 

mentioned in the Jerushalmi translation of Deut. 34:l-J. 

J"onathan ben Uzziel mentions the wars of Gog in his com

ment on Num. 11:26, as does Jerushalmi to that same verse. 

Targum Jonathan to Isa. 11:4 speaks of Armilus the evil one. 

He also mentions Armilus in Zech. 12:10. 

Abraha.m ibn Ezra S])eaks of the ].Q.s2.t .9_;f Zerubbabel when 

he comments on Ex. 2: 22. Along w:i. th tl1e ]3ook _of Eldad the 

panite and the Chronicles of'. 1\/losc-rn, these ar·et in his 

opinion, books not to be believed, for they are books that 

deny reason. 



GHAP~r.ER IV. THE DAYS OF' THE MESSIAH (Y I mot ha,-Mashiah) 
·;~ 

Intro duct ion 

This apocalypse is found as the last piska of Midrash 

Ya--Yosha'. In addition to the standard descriptions o:f 

Armilus, this midrash adds the charming folkloristic notion 

of his working and dea:f e.:-:1.rs. '.I1he text probably appeared 

soon after the Book of Zerubbabel, probably by the end of 

the first Islamic Century. 1 In this work the wars of the 

Messiah la::.-:,t only three months, as opposed. to nine months 

in the Book of Zerubbabel. The description of the final 

judgment :folJ..ows the opinion of Rabbi Joshua that all idol

aters are doomed to Gehinnom, while all Israel will merit 

the Garden of Eden. 2 The description of the days of plenty 

follow the Book of Eli).ah. and other earlier midraf:3him. 

There is a Yiddish translation of this apocalypse found 

next to the Targum Sheni of the Megillah of Esther, which 

· was published in Prague around 168?. 
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Translation of rrext 

"~~he Lord shall reign forE"ver and ever! 11 (Ex. 1_15:18) 

---Thus said our Sages of blessed memory: Moses said to 

Israel: "You have seen all the miracles, mighty acts, and 

wonders that the Holy One, blessed be He, has wr·ought on your 

behalf,---so much the more so is He going to do for you in the 

future to come! The world to come is not like this world: 

In this world there are wars and troubles, the evil inclina•~ 

tlon, and Satan and the angel of' death who have power to rule 5 

in this world. But. in the world to come there is no sadness 

h t d . h' l 1 2 · 1 . 1 · 1-. nor a· re . , no s:Lg 1ng nor s avery t no evJ. J.nc u1a\,ionJ 

no Satan nor the angel o:f death3---as :i.t is said (Isa. 25~8): 

"He will swallow up death foreverr and the Lord God will wipe 

away tears from all :faces, 11 and it is further written: {1J:ii_g, 

vs. 9): "And it shall be ~mid in that day: 'Lo, this is ou:r. 

God, for whom we have waited, that He might sav12 us; this is 

the Lord for whom we waited we will be glad and rejoice in His 

salvation,,' 11 

When the Messianic days arrive Gog and Magog shall come 10 
Ji 

upon the land o:f Israel---:for he i' w:i..11 hf)ar that Israel, with-

out a king, is dwelling securely. Immediately we will bring 

with him sE":iventy--one nations and ascend to JerusaJ_em and he 
~ 

will sayt nPharaoh was a madman:2 for he on1y decreed to kill 

the males and lE:HJ.Ve the females; Balak was a fool :i.n that he 

only sought to curse them, unaware that their God would bless 
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them. Haman waFl insane for he wanted to kill them not being 

aware that their God would be able to save them. I will not 

do likewiset I will go up and first engage their God in battle, 

afterwards I will kill themt"--as it is said: (Psalmr, 2:2): 

"The kings of earth stand u:p, and the rulers take counsel to-• 

gether, against the Lord and against His Messiah." The Holy 

One blessed be HE'1 will say to him: "Evil one! You wish to en-

gage me in war? By your life, I will make war against youl" 

Immediately He, the Holy One blessed be He, will throw down 

upon h:i.m meteors and the hailstones which are stored up in 

the firmament, and He will plague him :mightily, as it is said 

(Zech. ll!,:12): "And this shall be the plague wherewith the 

15 

Lord will smite all the peoples that have made war against 

Jerusalem: their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon 

thei:r. fec:c:t t and their eyes shall consume away in their sockets, 20 

and their tongues shall consume away in their mouths." 

After him, another king will arise, evil and o.f fierce 

countenance t and he will wage war with Israel threc)e ·months•-·

his name is Arm:i.lus. 'rhese are his signs: His head is bald t 

one eye is larger than the other, his right a-rm is the length 

of a handsbreadthf while his left is two and one half cubits, 

he has a leprous forehead, and his right ear is deaf while 

the other is clear. When someone comes to speak good tidings 2.5 

he inclines his deaf ear, when someone wishes to speak ev.il 

he inclines his working ear. 



Afterwards, the Messiah ben David shall come in a cloud7 as JO 

it is said (Dan. 7tl3): "And, behold, there came with the 

clouds of heaven one like a man8 . 11 And it is further written 

(Ib:i.g,. vs, 11~,): 11 And there was given him dominion, and glory, 

and a kingdom,, 11 He will kill the evil Arm:Llus as it is said 

(Isa. 11 t L~): 11 And with the breath of his lips he shall slay 

the wicked. 11 

Afterwards the Holy Gne blessed be He will gather the 

banished and scattered Israelites as it is said (Zech,. 10: 8): 

"I will hiss for them, and gather them~ for I have redeemed 

them; and they shall increase as they have increased." In 

Jerusalem shall be suspended seventy-two jewels which will 

glisten from one end of the earth to the other, the nations 

of the world will move about to that Vt.::.ry light, as it is 

said (Isa, 60iJ): "And nation~s shall walk at th;)' light, and 

kings at the brightness of your dawn," 

'rhe Holy One, blessed be He, shall lower the Sanctuary 

from Heaven9 as He demonstrated to 1V.ioses---as it is said 

(Ex.. 15:1?): "You bring them in, and plant them in the mountain 

of Your inheritance, The pl.acet O Lord, which You have made 

for Yourm➔ lf' to dwell in; the Sanctuary, 0 Lord, which Your· 

hand~:i have ·established." 

35 

Israel shall dvvell ((securely)) there for two thousand L~O 

years, the Holy One, blessed be He, will sit on His judgment 

seat in the valley of Jehoshafat--and immE-)diately the heavens 



and earth shall be changed~" the sun and the moon shall be 

shamed as it is said (Isa. 2L1,: 25): "The moon shall be con

fotmded1 the sun asha.med. 11 Prom whence do we know that on 

th.Ee) third · day will ·be th.is judgment? From the verse which 

states (Hose a 6: 2) : 11 Af't(-n' two days He will rev.i ve us, on 

'he third day He will raise us up, that we may J..i ve in Hi::3 

presence." 12 

The Holy One, blessed be Het will bring every nation and 

tongue13 (to His place of ,Judgment) and say: "What did you 

worship in the world that has passed, and to what did you 

bow down? 11 And they will say~"To gods of silver and gods 

o:f gold. 11 The Holy One, blessed be He, will. say to them: 

11 Pass through the fire that is here, and your gods, i:f they 

are able to save you, let them save youl" Immediately they 
11+ ' 

will :pass through and be burnt there· •--as it is said 

(Ps. 9d.8): "The wicked shall return to the nether-world: 

even all the nations that forget God.~ 

After this Israel will come and the Holy One, blessed 

be He, will say to them: "You, whom did you worship?" Im-

mediately they will respond (Isa. 63:16): 11 For You are our 

Fathr::}r; for Abraham knew us not, and Israel does not acknow-• 

] d 15 .e ge us. Youf O Lordi are our Father, our Redeemer, from 

everlasting is Your name." Immediately, the Holy Onet blessed 

be He, will save them from th2 judgment of Gehinnom and they 

will dwell in the Garden of Eden, enjoying its fruits16--as 

45 

50 
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it is said (Ps. J?:11): 11 rl1he humble shall inherit the land, 

and delight themselves in the a:bundance of peace." 

After this17 the Holy Oner blessed be He, will renew the 

heavens and earth :for them~•-•-as it is said (Isa. 65:17): 

"For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth." 'I1he 

Holy One, blessed be He, will renew :it in the future and will 55 

bring forth trees and all types of delicacies. When the 

Holy Orie, blessed be He, renews the world He will order the 

ranks of the righteous ones, and o:f the saintly ones, thus 

every generation, every creature and every breathing soul, 

and they will live on forever and ever. 

He whc; performed r.niracles and wonders in those days, He 

will perform miracles and wonders :i.n these days, at this 

tinm. He will gather ur1 up from the four corners of the-: 

earth and bring us to Jerusalem so that we may rejoice in 

Ament Selah 



Notos 

F'ollow:lng tho Bo.ok of' Zcru·bbabel 

1Even--ShmuC:?-l ~ OJ), . c_i t. 90. 

:Cntro_duct_ion 

1--~ ,·~t ] .l:!,ven--,..,11.mue .. , g:p. 93 . 

1 
cf. Ber. 17a. 

2 
cf. Sanh. 99a, 

J ('.~f. B.B, 16a. 
/,1, 

or: Gogi king of Magog, 

5 cf. Lev. R. 27, 
6 

c:f • Sult, 52a. 

7 cf. Sanh. 98a. 

8A.ramaic: k'bar enash. 

9 cf. 1V1idrcrnh X~"""tll§.l'10lgY.Jrn _SQ§,1 I!Ia t alah in Even-· Shmuel t 
OP,, ctt, P• 11, 

lOA,Z, 9b, 

11cf. Pes. 68a, Sanh. 21a. 
12Tht-, third day is the "Day of the Holy One," the "day'' of 

the world's Sabbatical vear---(Yom ha-Shem:ittah 1io1am). This is 
the third miJ.lenium after tvm n1j_Llenia of Messianic ruler or the 
seventh after the Creation of the world. Cf. Even--Shmuel ,QQ, .£.i~. 9'i? 

. .,,1. h ,., t 2·1 J:•.,Jya_ U t.,U 8. ~- ., 

15:rhere is no intermediary 'between God and Israel, not 
even the patriarchs qualify, 

16 r , A pla.y- on words: rnit'adnim and Gan'Eden. 

17At the beginning o:f the eighth rn.i.11enium. 



CHAPTER V. THE LEGEND 01•' ~:TIE WIESSI.AH 

(Aggg~g_at ha-Mashiah) 

Introduction 

':Phis work is found in the Mi§]'~ Lekah 'To~ o:r 

58, 

J?isikta Zutreta .• It is based on Balaam rs blessing of Israel 

(Num. 21~,:17-19), It opens with a description of the shavw:::. 1 

or seven year cycle during which the son of David will come. 

It ends with the directives o:f ten divine voices (benot kol). 



Translation o:f.' Text 

I SC-:lG hirn, but not now; 

I behold him, but not nigh, 

'I see him, I behold him.'--this refers to the King Messiah. 

'Not now, not nigh'--this refers to the length of this 

drawn out exile. 

What does the Holy One, blessed be He, mean by the term 

m'heirah-·-'quickly 1 ?1 This corresponds to the phrase 'You 

shall have been long in the land, 12 This number corresponds 

to the time that they dwelt (in the land) prior to their 

exile-.. --the matter that is written 'and not now' and 'not soon' r 

is it not all the more so?3 Therefore, it is said (Habakkuk 

2,:3) i 11 '11hough he tarry, wait for him; because he will surely 

come, he will not delay. 11 5 

There shall step forth a star out of Jacobs and a 
scepter shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite through 
the carcass of lVloab~ and br<?.ak down all the son-s of Seth. 

And Edom shall be a possession, 
Seir also, even his enemies, shall be a poss(rnsion. 
WhiJ.e Israel does valiantly!' 

And out of' ;·aeob shD.11 one have dominion, 
And shall destroy the remnant of the city. 10 

(Nurn. 2t~:l';--19) 

''.there shall step :forth a star out of Jacob,. 1 In the name of 

the Rabbis we learn a·bout the seven year cycle during which 

the son of David shall come. 
Li, 

During the first year there 

will not be sufficient food. During the second year arro,Ns 

of hunger shall be sent. During the third year there shall 

I 

I 
I 



be great fruni~e. During the four~h there will be neither 

:faminE:: nor sustenance. During the fifth year there will be 

great sustenance. /1 l,tar shall grow5 in the east. 6 It is 

the star of the Messiahr and it will rema.in in the ea:::1tern 

(sky) for fifteen days. I:f it lingers, :i.t is to the benefit 

of Israel. During the sixth year, 1 sounds of thunderr (will 

be heaxd). During the SE~venth year there will be warfare. 

The sons of the We~t7 will grow arrogantJ they will gain 

dominion without bloodshed. 8 They shall reach out as far as 

Egypt;, taking captives. During that time a king of 'fierce 

countenance 19 shall arise over a poor and downtrodden people, 

15 

obtaining the kingdom through cunning. 1° Concerning that very 20 

era, Isaiah said (Isa. 26:20): 

11 Come, my people, enter your chambers 
and shut your doors about you, 
Hide yourselves for a little moment, 
until the indignation has past." 

1'he Sages said: Rabbi H:i.yya commanded his generation: 

When you hear that the king of fierce countenance has arisen, 

do not continue to dwell there (in his country), for he will 

decree:" .Anyorn:,. who proc:laims the Oneness of the God of the 

He'brews shall be ldlledt ·11 and he will say: "Let us all be 

of one language and one peoplel" (Then) he will nullify 

the seasons and appointed times t Sabbaths and the (celebra•

tions) of the new moon,. and he will abolish the Torah :from 

Israel··•-as it is said (Dan. 7~25): And he shall think to 
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change the seasons and the law. And they shall be given in-· 

to h:i.s hand until a time and times and half a time." 

"A time" is a year, "And ti.mes" two (years), "and half 

a time" half of a year. They said to him(to Rabbi Hiyya): 

11 Our master, where shal1 we ·be saved?" He said to them: 

"(Go) to upper Galileel" 

(the 

lee 

the 

"I<'or in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there 
shall be those that escape." 

"But in Mount Zion there 
that escape." 

Rav Huna said in Rahbi Levi's 

above verses) that Israel was 

and the Messiah ben ,Joseph was 

midst of Galilee. (~[
1r1en) they 

(Joel J:5) 
shall be those 

(Obadiah 17) 

name: It teaches 

gathered i.n Upper 

revealed to them 

us 

Gali-

there 

and all Israel shall go .:, 

in 

up from there to Jerusalem, ((and he will pursue from there 

all the evil ones of Israel who lent support to the king of the 

1 fiE)rce countenance' in Jerusalem)) This upholds that which 

is said (Dan. lJ.:1-J,): uAlso the children o:f the violent among 

your people shall lift themselves to establish the vision; 

b t '-1 l 11 1- bl 1111 
U \, '1ey El 1a S\,Um . e, 

25 

JO 

He12 will go up and rebuild the Temple and oi'fer sacri- 35 

fices, and fire shall descend from heaven. 

"And shall smite through the corners of Moab. 11 --he will come 

against the land of lVIoab and kill ha.lf' (of its inhabitants) 

13 .and the rest shall be taken captives. Finally t he will n'l.ake 



peace with Moab and collect taxes from her--as it is said 

(cTer. 4-8:1-.1-7): "Yet will I return the captivity of Moab in 

the end of' days." 

"And breakdown all the sons of Seth", He will smite all the 
. . l'-~ Canaanites who will suffer punishment on their buttocks, 

as it is said (Isa. 20:4): 

So the king of' Assyria shall lead away the cap-
tives of Egypt, and the exiles of IEthiopia, 
young and old, naked and barefoot and with but
tocks unc.ov,~red J the shame of Egypt. 

Israel shall dwell forty years in security, eating and drink

ing with foreigners as their serfs and vineyard keepers. 

After all this, Gog and Magog15 shall hear of it and go L1.5 

• 1- h" 16 ' 1• • 'd (P 1 2 2) ''Th k" f up agains·u J.m --as :i:c 1s sa:L .. sa ms ,.: : e ings o· 

the earth stand up, and the rulers take counsel together, 

against the Lord and against His Messiah." He will enter and 

kill him within the streets of Jerusalem--as it is said 

(Dan 12: 1): "And there shall be a time o:f trouble J such as 

neve:;:-· was since there was a nation even to that same time." 

Ir;rael seeing this shall say: "Our r.1essiah is lost, and no 

other Tfterrniah will come!" The four families will mourn for 

h:i.m as it is sa:id (Zech. 12:12): "And the land shall mourn 

every family a})art: the family of the house of David. apart, .• 

the family o.f the house of Nathan apart .•. the family of the 

house of' Levi apart ..• the family of the Shimei tes apart.'' 50 
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'l'he Holy One, ·blessed be He, shall go forth and fight 

with Gog,~-·as it is said (JJ?l.2• 1L~:J): "Then shall the Lord 

go fort'rl, and fight against those nations." ~L1he mountains 

shall ·be moved and the hills shall collapse, the Mount of 

Olives shall be cleft in hal:f and the Holy One, blessed be He, 

shall descend upon it, and Israel shall flee and be delivered--

as it is said (Ibid. vs. 5): 11 And. you shall flee to the val- 55 

ley of the mountains ••• as ~rou fled from the earthquake in the 

days of Uzziah king of ,Judah. 11 

Afterwards, Israel shall go into exile17 in the marshy 

wilderness to forage, fox· salt-wort and the roots of the broom 

plant. Clouds of glory shall surround them; th.ere Israel 

shall be hidden, rrhe cJ.ouds shall cast out whoever has an evil 

thought against the Holy One, blessed be He, and (then)the 

Canaanites18 shall kill him. 

Amongst the Israelites there will be many who will defect to 

the Canaanites, and they will not share a portion with Israel 

in the next world. Those who remain in the wilderness, however, 

are destined to be tried with salt-wort for only forty-five 60 

days. 

After forty-five days a divine voice will say to them: 

"Go down to Babylonl----as it is said (Mic. 1.:,:10): 'And come 

to Babylon, there shall you be rescued!'" A second divine 



voice shall interrupt: "Go to Edom19 and wreak my vengeance 

there I - •·· as it is ::.:-ia:1.d (Ezek. 25: 11.r-): ,, And I will lay Tlly 

vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my people Israel.'" 

Israel. shall come to Rome. 1.rhe divine voice shall go forth 

a third time. "Do to her, as Joshua did to Jericho!" 1rhey 

will encompass the city and sound the shofars, During the 65 

.seventh sounding, the;y shall shout out louo.20 : "Hear, O 

Israel, the Lord, our God, the Lord is one!"--and the wall 

of the city shall fall; they will enter into it and find its 

young men lying dead in its streets--as it is said (Jer. 

J+9: 26; 50: JO): "'.[1herefore her young men shall fall in her 

broad places." Afterwards they will gather up all the 

spoi1, the silver and gold t and load it unto camels•---· 

as it is said (Isa. 60:5): "The caravan of camels shall 

21 cover you." 70 

A fourth divine voice shall go forth saying~ ., In 

the wilderness, clear the way for the Lord!II (Jbiq. 40:J) 

A fifth divine voice shall say: 11 No lion shall be there." 

(Tqig,, J5: 9): a sixth divine voice shall say: "I will plant 

in the wilderness the cedar, acacia tree, and th(:! myrtle," 

A seventh divine voice shall proclaim, "Give comfort, give 

comfort to my people!" J,1,0: 1) Elijah shall announce 

to Israel: "Your God reigns!" (I'!;il:.rJ. 52:7) 

An eighth divine voice shall proclaim and say: "Speak 

to the heart of <Jerusalem!" (lbid. 40: 2) A ninth divine voice 

shall say: "O:pen the gate,s that the righteous nation may 

enterl 0 (Ibid. 26:2) 

75 



A tenth divine voice shall say: "Lift up your heads, O ye 

gates l 11 (P s. 2L1,: 7 t 9) 

IBrael will seek their Lord and David their king. Im-

mediately the Messiah shall be revealed to them. He will say 

to them: 11 I am he, th€; Messiah, for who you have been waiting! 11 

The dead shall return to life---as it is said (Isa. 26: 19): 

"Your dead shall live, my dead bodies shall arise." Then the 

exiles shall be gathered.---as it is said (Ig_id. 27:1)): "It 

shall come to pass in that day, that the great shofar shall 

be blown, and they will come that were lost in the land of 

Assyria, and they that were dispersed in the land of Egyptr 

and they shall worship t:he Lord in the holy mountain at Jeru•-· 

salem." And it further says t ( Ib..;ti .11: 12) ~ 11 And he will set 

up an ensign for the nations, and will assemble the dispersed 

of Israel, and gather together the scattered of Judah from 

the :four corners of the earth," 

Thus let it be the will of our Father who is 

in heaven, in our days and in the days of all 

Israel I 

80 
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Notes 

1Based on Git. 88a,b; and Dan. 9:14. 

v' .. noshantem. 

311 Quickly11 is deduced to equal 852; hence, trnot novv," 
"not soon" is even longer. Cf. Sifre, parashat 'Ekev on 
De ut • L~ : 2 5.,.. 2 6 • 

4c } . ,)havua she 3en··Dav1.d -1.?A~. 
_;g_t_g, beginning "o:f ch. 10:·· 

Sanh. 97a; Derekh Bretz 

5Heb,; y:i:~malJ lrnkhav, cf. r-p,J, 'I1a 1 an LXVIIIil.J,, 

6cf. Isa. LH:2. 

7the Byzantinest based on Dan 8:5. 

~\Ieb.: 9 1 lQ. 9:pa;yj:JP_, compare Dan. 11: 20. 

9112g. 8; 23. 

lO.[b"d 11 2·1 .;..,.~ . .,l... : ... - .. 
11saadia Gaon: "They shall makE'} themse1 ves false pro

phets, dreamers of dreams, and advise him." 

12The anointed son of Joseph. 

13 cf, Num. 21: 29 and Jer. L~B:Ln. 

11~, rt 
cf. lren R. 37. A. play on words between the name 

Se~.b. (=Canaan) and J3hetl"'=buttocks. 

king of Magog, Armilus, 

16·11 . 1- b . - h - uess1a11 en Josep. 

17Even-Shmuel: "willingly, to be distant from the 
final war." 

18 ,_ .. L or gen:cL es, 

19Rome. 
20Ee b. : m' ri' im :\;~:i;:-uah, 

2111 You 11 refers to Jerusalem or the land of Israel, 
The vvealth brought back r1hall be so great that the land 
shall be covered wi~h caravans. 



CHAP'J;ER VI. Tlm }lftESSIAH BEN JOSEPH AND THE MESSIAH 

BEN DAVID (Mashiah ben Yosef u I lVfashiah 
-..Q- ··- ----'---'-- ----"---'--"-,;;._;;. 

ben David )-·-A PIYYUT 

'l'his anonymous 32.iy;yu;t is i.n a poor state o:f preserva•

ti.on. Even-Shmuel has reconstructed a great deal of it, 

It is interesting because :tt varies .in several essential 

points from the othe:r· apocalyptic midrashim. Here Ji/Iena•

hem ·ben Arniel is the Messiah ben Joseph. It speaks of ten 

thousand troops from the tribes of Menasseh and Ephraim 

ral1ying to the messianic wars. The Messiah be:n David is 

not named in the extant versions of this poem. 



68. 
rrranslation of 'I.'ext 

God delivered (this gift)1 

(to Noaht to Shemf to Abraham1 to Isaac,) and to lsrae1, 

to Judah, to Moses (and to Aaron, priest of God) 

It is that which blossomed (in the Dwelling place of God's 

T t . 2) .es J.mony 

(And Twill ask the one who spoke all these things) in the 

name of God 

And he shall say (to me: Listen to me and I will inform you 

of the divine matter!) 

During the fifth year (Me)nahem ben Am(iel) 3 (will come) 

He shall say: 'I (am he) the Messiah ben Joseph, son o:f 

Israell t 

. ~, 

He shall breach the (ends) of the earth with the utterance 

o:f God. 

5 

(and with him) will be ten thousand Ephramites who call upon 10 

God, 

Al.so thousands of Wtenaf.rnites whom God has chosen, 

~ehey shall ascend to Jerusalem, gathering all Ir::1rael to him, 

They shall offer up a sacrifice that shall be acceptable to God. 

All Ir:1rcteJ_ shall ·be organized according to their tribes. 

Armi1u::: shall come and stab· Menahem ben Amie1. 15 
e. 

rr.1he Messiah.::> shall (then) come and resurrect by the word of 

God. 

All Israel (nhall say) to him: 

"From Zion; would that redemption be brought to Israelf" 

' 
i 

-, 



He shall say to all Israel: 

11 I am the Messiah ben David,. son of Judah, son of Israel t 

It is I whom God has ap:pointed. 

I carry away the illness of Israel, 

In order to bring joy to ;Jacob, happiness to Israel." 

20 



Notes 

70. 

1Even•-Shrnuel; the staff which God fi:cr:it gave to Adam. 

2c·P 1
\
1um 17 · 23 ..... , l q ♦ ~ o • .,. ., 

3Here Menahem ben Amiel is the Messiah ben Joseph! 

J+A variant reading might be: v'_l}_ggal}=:he shall brighten. 

5The Messiah ben David is not named. 



CHAFPER VII, IN 1I1I-IOSE DAYS, AT '.I'lLAT fJ:INfE 

(Jl_9.~Yarn:fr11 ha-hc~rn, urva•·'Et .b_~hi) 
-·-A PIYYU1I1 OF Elazar ha·-Kalir 

Intro duet ion 

Th.is piyyut ;:-1.tt:r:i.l:iuted to Elazar ha-Kalir is found in 

his .Eehamot l'~['.ish~ah _pt.A_v. He agrec~s in most details with 

the BQ,ol~ p:{ Zeru1)babel. The poem is arranged :Ln twelve 

stanza::3, each describing one month in the f'1fossianic advent, 

while the ].Q.Q .. k of Ze:cubbabe1 only covers the months of Ab 

through Nisan. In this work Menahem ben Amlel makes his ap-' 

pe(1raxice in the Valley of Arbel. Kalir rejects the myth 

about Armilus 1 birth, the stories about the messiah ben 

Joseph and Hephtzi-bah, and the use of the rod of salvation. 

According to Even-Shmuel Kalir only acce:pted those events 

having an historical basis or those strongly grounded in 

national folk belief. 1 Since Kalir was a contemporary of 

these events he accepted less from the J}.go1i;_ .91 Zerubbabel 

and the ,I.}_ook of El:i.ie:.h than Saadia and Hai Gaon who lived 

some three hundred years later. 



'J:ranE,lat:ion of Text 

I 

In those days,· at that time, 

During the first month, which is the month of Nisan, 

On the fourteenth of the month, 

Menahem ben Arniel shall suddenly come, . 

His goodness shall i::iprout in the Valley of Arbel, 

72. 

He shall put on the clothes of vengeance as a garment. 1 

II 

In thof,e clays, at that time, 

During the second month, which is the month of Iyyar, 

Hidden things shall be revealed2 to those who observe the 

Sabbatical year. 

Korah's band shall arise in the sight of all the tribes, 

. ~?he banners of Asaph shall decorate 

From the plains of Moab to the Brook of Shittim. 

III 

In thof:\e days, at that time, 

During the third month, which is the month of Sivan, 

Those that died in the wilderness shall arise, 



A great earthquake shall (pull down) the walls, 

But on the mountain peaks there shall be an abundance of 

crra1· n J EJ " 

LL 
'11he earth shall shake, and the hidden secret ' ·shall be 

ment :Loned. 

IV 

In those days, at that time, 

During the fourth month, which is the month of ~:ammuz, 

Anger and hatred shall be :found everywhere, 

A king, lacking God's favor, shall go out, 

(:for) the mighty one5 ,· the slanderer, shall say to him: 

"Go forth!" 

A few shall find profit and salvation. 

V 

In those days, at that time, 

During the fifth month, which is the month of Ab, 

The Pure One 6 shall be clothed in the ga1~en~s of vengeance, 

The Mount of Olives shall be cleft in half by his rebuke, 7 

11he messiah, . in his greatness, shall go forth 

As the mighty sun. 



VI 

In those days, at that time, 

During the sixth month which is the month o:f Elul, 

Upon seeing h:i..m 1 the son of ShealtieJ. 8 shall proclaim. 

Michael and Gabriel shall descend 

To wage the war of God's revenge, 

so that none of God's enemies shall remain. 

VII 

In those days, at that time, 

During the seventh month, which is the month of Tishrei, 

Every nation shall be thrown into confusion and quarrelling,9 

They shall s:ay: "Let us go and deny them their nationhood." 

((It shall be as awesome as when He took them as His people10 

from amongst the nations)) 

11 rro be despised of men and abhorred by nations. 

VIII 

In those days, at that timet 

During the eighth month, which is the month o:f Marheshvan, 

h . 1 . 12 f . 13 There shall be aw 1r w1nct· or th~ first exile. 

During that time, the lily shall go out to the wilderness, l~-



Ten thousand who came in her support shall be :revealedt 

And the first shall not be as the last. 15 

IX 

In those days, at that t:imet 

During the ninth month, which is the month of Kislevt 

Suddenly a sword shall descend from heaven, 

And the blood of the uncircumcized shall flow as streams 

of water. 

7 t' .) . 

16 l'? From the third to ninth days of the Pure One shall confuse 

them like the rushing of waters, 18 

19 r.I1he dead shall arise and live after two days. 

X 

In those days, at that time, 

During the tenth month r which iB the month o:f 1rebet, ' 

20 1.rhe voices of the diligent pious ones·~ shall be heard: 

"Woe is u.s for the day doclines! 1121 

22 
Th.Eire shall be :fam :_ne forty-f.i ve days, 

But there He shall be praised: "Blessed be the Lord from 

day to dayt" 23 

i 
I 
I 
I 
' 



XI 

In those day1::1 r . at that time, 

During the eleventh months which is the month pf She.bat, 

A plague shall brealr out amongst ninety thousand, 

Amongst one hundred thousand armored troops, 

~:he fourth war will take place at '11 zela' ha-.. Eleph f 

And there "one of you shall pursue a thousand.•~ 24 

XII 

In those days, at that t:i.me t 

During the twelfth monthr which is the month of Adar/' 

the three shall be united25 in the rebuilding: 

The m: hb ~ 26 d ~~ h J N h ' l .1 •• Ls e .l, an .tv..ena .em, a _ so ·O .em:1.a 1, 

The glory of the priesthood shall also serve with them. 27 

And there, 28 every ::ioul shall praise God! 



Notes 

QJ,1vuto=,garment, cf'. Prov. 

2Even-Shmuel: The dead, hidden in the ground, shall 
live. 

3Despite the earthquake, the prosperity of the 
Messianic age is already apparent. Cf, Ps. 72:16. 

41I'he revelation o:f the end. 

5satan I ' . F the mighty one. 

6 a name of God, cf. Hab. l:lJ. 

7 f' C • 

8 Zerubbabel. 

9 Esp<~cia.lly Persia and Byzantium. 

10cf. Deut. 4:34, 
11cf, Isa, 49:7, 

12rp} 
··- 18 first o:f the three exiles. 

lJA whirlwind to protect them from their enemies, 
llJ,__ • 

Israr"'l, a lily amongst thorns, cf'. Song of Songs 2: 2 ,. 

l.'5,nw first exiles arrived without suffering loss of 
life, the later returning ex.i.lc➔ s lost. some of their members. 

war, 

16God, based on the midrash of Song of Songs 8:10. 

17c:r. II Sam. 22:1_5. 

18c ·."' • I 17 J 2 L • sa. . : . . 

19 f c: ' Hosea 6 ·2 . , . 
Prov. 

'>l 
'··· c:f. ~fer. 6 t J+, The peoples of the north are planning 



22during the si~ge. 

23nespite the siege. the pious in Jerusalem shall 
corrtinue to praise God. 

25Hcb.: t§J.0..m=t'omim, lilrn twin[-l. 

26E·t . . h ' l 'I' . l .b . · __ ,_ J. J a ·c.1e ·. :Ls 1 tn_. 

78. 

27The priests will also be in the leadership of the 
rebuilt Jerusalem. 

28 Jerusalem. 
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CHAP~l1ER VIII. .A.N ESSAY CONCERNING REDEMP'rION 
(l\'Ia I amar ha-Geullah) of Saadia Gaon 

The literature of the geohim was also influenced by 

the legends of thE-~ Mem::;iah, mo::,:;t particularly by the ,'§.Q..Q.;~ 

of Zerubbabel. Saadia ben Joseph, Gaon of Sura, (892-942)t 

incJ.uded many details of the redemption narrative in his 

"Essay on Redemption", which J_s chapter eight of hi£: magnum 

opus Emunot ve, .. IJeot. Since this text is readily available 

in English, I will only ~:;unrma:d.ze its contents according to 

the numeration of Hebrew lines as it appearn in Even~-Shmuel •1 

Saadia ts goal was to arrange the variou.s legends ru1d 

give them order and vurpose. Each detail of the popular le

gends became s;ymbo1ic of the greater general. plan. For exam•·· 

ple, Arm:i.lus becomes symbolic of Christian•-Roman rule in the 

land of Israel. 2 The Messiah ben Joseph comE:8 in order to 

start the procefrn of repentance. Neither he nor the Messiah 

ben David is named or described in any great detail: 

The gaon subordinates the personality of the 
Messiah to the great fact of Israel's liberation 
and the establishment of the millenn:i.um.J 

Kli;jah and e·ven the Messiah play rather unim~
portant parts in Saadia's eschatology, for God is 
the Redeemer who will perform all the a6ts of 
mercy for His people Israel.4 

Saadia has done much to demythologize the colorful 

legends. Everything must fit into his philosophical scheme. 

The essay is replete with Scriptural proof•-texts. Saadia' s 

essay had such a profound influence on later generations 

that some manuscri:ptr3 of the Book of Elijah and the Book of' 

Zerubbabel were 



altered to b:r.:i.nr; them :into agreement with Saadia . .5 

Surrrmary o:f the ~[}ext according to Even--Shrnuel, pp, 121--12[3. 

1-7-•-The "Time of the End" (~P>t .9.~t z) is predetermined by God. 
If Israel repents, the end will come soo11.er than the predeter
mined ti.me, If Israel does not repent, God will send a king 
more cruel than Haman to persecute Israel, forcing them to 
seek repentance bf.d'ore the end. 

8-15--·In one paragraph Saadia descri1Jes the maJor elements 
in the IJiessia.h narrative, including the Memdah ben Joseph, 
who will arise in Galilee and go up to ·Jerusalem to fight 
the Edom.ite (:=Roman) Armilur3. He will be killed and IsraeJ_ 
wi11 ·be exiled in the wllderness until Elijah comes to an
nounce the redemption. 

16•-·JS·-·•Saadia finds proof texts from Scripture to support 
all the above mater:i.a.1. 

J9--1~,J··-•Saadia thanks God for warning us about the imminent 
suffering so that we will not despair when it comes. 

1~,1~--60--·-~If, however, Israel repents before the predetermined 
end, there will be no need for the Messiah ben Joseph. The 
I\';essiah ben David will come immediately. The Messiah ben 
J·oseph serves as the forerunner of the King messiah. His 
t:::1sk is to arouse repentance. 

6 ·1 66 ,..,_ · d ~· '1 ·1 . t th I'l ..... . h b ... ~ - .. ·uog an i,.tagog WJ ..• come up aga1.ns ·· e '-'.C,:iSJ.a en 
David out of jealousy when they hear th~t Israel is dwelling 
in peace. 

6?--68-~-Lfany peoples will join with Gog on his way to Jeru
salein. Amongst them will be those who are completely evil 
and ~~.re to be slain. In addition there will be those whosi.?. 
hearts can be improved (w' taqnim J.. 1 vavarn); these wil1. convert 
to Judaism, 

69-85--The evil ones will be killed in four ways: by fire, 
by br:unrrtone, by :fratricidal war, and by plague. Some will 
escape mutilated, and return to their native lands to tell 
of the great events that occurred, 



m .. 

86•-99·-···Those who convert w:i.11 either remain in Israel and 
serve the native ,Jews or w:i.11 retur·n to their own lands, but 
remain under the dominion of the Messiah ben David. These 
will make an annual pi1g:d.mage to Jerusalem during th0) f'eDti•
val of' Sukkot. 

100--122···-All the nations shall transport the exiled Jews back 
to the land of Israel by VB,,.,ious mec:.ns. Thor:,e Jews in the w.:i.1•
derness, where there are nc gentilesr shall be miraculously 
tra:nspo:cted b;y- God, afJ if they were carried :in a cloud or by 
the wind. 

12J-J..2.5·--·0nce all the living Israelites have returnedr then the 
Resurrection of the Dead shall occur. The Messiah ben Joseph 
shall be the first to be revived. 

126--1:31··-God will rebuild His Temple. ('l'here is no specific 
mention o:f it being lowered from Heaven). 'I1he entire land 
shall be rebuilt and resettled, leaving no-· waste places. 

l32-137---'..l1he light of the Shechina shall shine a.bove the 1rem
ple to guide pilgrims. 

lJ8-1L1.L1,,--All the Israelites, even the servants, shall become 
prophets gaining the ability to foretell the future. 

Jl.~5--162 (end)·--·'.rhis perfected state will continue f'or the 
remainder of 11"1.tural time. Life wi11 be free of troubles so 
that the Israelite people will willingly choose to serve 
God. Saadia metaphorica11y interprets Isa. 65:1'?, saying 
that the world wi11 ..§.~_&m as if it were rem-)wed. 



82. 

1 .... , C'h l · J:wen···,:-i, mue. , .Q12• cit, pp. 121-128. 

3 ~fo seph Sarachek, '.I1l]&. Doctrine of the IVIe ssiah in 
Medieval ,Jr;:iwish L:i:terature (New York-;_-Jew:i.sh '.I'heolo@J:cal 
Sen1inary of America~ 1932) P• L~J. 

4Julius H. Greenstone, The Messiah Idea in Jewish 
Hit:rtory (Westport I Conn.; Greenwood Pre::s·;;-;- i9·72, reprint 
of 190~ edition) p. 134. 

5--, <"h "L • t ·12· 0 J!.:ven·- ,__, ,.mue. • QQ. _c ~-" . ~ . 

j 
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CHJ1PrER IX. AN ESSAY CONCEHNING ARMILUS 

(Ma I a:mar Arrnilus) attributed to Saadia Gaon 

Introduction 

This essay J_s found in .§_b.1Qshe1 Perushirn ~ al:, f5h!£ h~

Shirim by Ir::laao ·ben Abraham ben Ju.dah of the SJlanish Exile, 

published in Constant.inope in 1573. In the explanation to 

Song of Songs 7tl2-14, the author gives us a complete es-

:=jay on the suli;ject of Arm:i.lus. Armilu~} is the son a statue; 

his monster qualities include six fingers on each hand. The 

two Messiahs are mentioned by name. Even-Shmuel contends 

that if this particular essay was not written by Saadia 

Gaon, it was certainly ·based on his "Essay concerning Re

demption" . 1 



84. 

'I1ranf:1lat ion of ~rext 

Our Rabbii3 of bles·sed. memo:r·y sa:i..d ~ at the end of days t 

there wi.11 reign in Edom a king by the name of Armilus, ·who 

will venture out of Rome and rule over the rmtire world, he 

will have six :fingers on each ha:ncL He will go to J·erusalernt 

and will rule over it for nine months. Israel during.his time 

will be in great distress,, He will want to lead Israel as·tray 

with his false gods, 1 but they will not choose to do his 

will. ~:herefore J they will go out to the wildernem:--i, as our 

ancestors went out to the wilderness, and they will gather 

according to their tribes. The Messiah ben ,Joseph, ( (whose 

na.me is Nehemiah)) ben Hushiel J will go out, taking with 

him men of Israel, and wage war with the evil Armilus, but he 

will not succeed. Armilus will overcome him, he will kill 

the ME:1ssiah ben Joseph, and Israel will mourn him, family 

by family. Afterwards, the lViessiah ben David will arise, 

whose name is Men.ahem ·ben Amiel, but the Israelites will not 

believe in him until he has resurrected the Messiah ben Jo

seph in th.eir presence. Elijah, may he be remembered for 

good, ( ( and Michael)) will appear be for(~ them 1::1.t that ver;y 

hour. Concerning the going forth of Armilus it is said (Oba-. 

diah 18): "And the house o:.f J~-1.cob shall be a:fire, and the 

house of Jof1eph aflame, and the house of Esau for stubble, 

and they shall kindle them, and devour them; and there shall 

not be any remaining of the house of Esau; for the Lord has 

spolten. 11 

5 

10 



As we have said they will experience great sorrow in those 

days-•-·as it :i.s said: (Dan, ?: 2S): " ••• and he shall t;hink to 

change the seasons and thE-) law; and they shall b1:: given unto 

his hand unt:i.1 a time, and times t and half a tiw~. 11 And :i.t was 

known that Armilus would come forth from one stone which :Ls 

in Rome--as it is said. (Zech. J:9): "F'or behold the stone 

that I'have laid before Joshua" 2 We have said that he would 

rule over them nine months-~,-as it is said: (Micah :S:2): 

"
1l1herefore He will give them up, until th(➔ time that she who 

travails, has given birth. 11 As we have said he will cast out 

Israel and they will go forth to the wilderness--as it is 

S8.:i.d (Ezek. 20: 35): u and I will bring you into the wilderness 

of the peoples •.• 11 and :it is also written (Hosea 2:16)~"There•• 

fore, behold, I will allure hef, and bring her into the wilder

ness.,." And that they will (suffer from) hunger and thirst,•-

as it is said (Ezek.20:J6): "Like as I p1eaded with your fath

ers., ."-·•-that is the famine,--•as it is said (Ex. 17:J): 

".,. ,,to kill this whole assemb1y with hung(~r. fl And thirst--

a:;:-; it is [~aid (.Jbi,_g. 17: J): "And the whole people thirsted 

there for vvater." Our Rabbis, of blessed memory, said that 

the aforementioned distress would be upon them for five and 

forty days: Tevet and half of Shevat. T'ifany will go astray 

a:fter tha-t evil one and f:iay: "Woe is usl Is that the one :for 

whom we have been hoping many years, and many seasons? l" Con•

cern:ing those that went astray it is said (Ezek. 20:38): "And 

15 
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I will purge out from among you the rebt-:!ls, and them that 

transgress against Me, •• " and they w:i.11 be Dtrangers, and 

they will not e,nter the land. l 1he rightE.~owc; ones shall go 

about from one Israelite migration to a:nothE-)r to speak to 

their hearts and to strengthen them in the unity of God--as it 

is said (Isa. J.5:J): "Stnmgthen the weak hands." At that 

very hour they will seek rner·cy :from GodJ that He should 

spread forth the divine presence among them and go with them 

in those v.Jildernesse~,i and lead them in a way that has pre

viously not been known--as it is said (Ibid. l-1-2:16): "And I 

will bring the blind by a way that they knew not ••• " 

1rherefore, Solomon said (Song of' Songs 7 tl2-1L~): 

"Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the fie1d •.• 1et us 

get up earJ.y in the v:i.nc➔ yards." rrhe meaning of "There I 
/.} 

wiJ.l give you my love" is the coming of the two lVIessiahs: 

ben J·o seph, and ben David. The meaning of "~:he mandrakes give 

forth fragrance" is the gathering together o:f Israel by tribes. 

-•-and therefore it says: "new and old," 1.rheir righteous ones 

and their sages shall r.:;ee=•~as it is said: "and at our doors 

are all manner o:f preeious fruits." 

25 
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Notes 

1 1.<eb • "' 1r1 1 I··ara· w Lv· . "• 1-:;, .\... .•. " e. 

2Referring to Joshua the priest when he is arraigned 
before the Heavenly Tribunal. 

•:; 

.JHe b. : ha-Mag orn 

41.1·.e·b·.·. d d. d 1 f 1 o · a.i, a ·.tta :.orm, 



CHAPrER X. CONCERNING SALVATION 

(
1 Al Inyan ha-Ye shuah) 

--A RESPONSUM ~f Hai Gaon 

Introduction 

88. 

, rJ:he responsum of Hai, Gaon of J)umbedi tha ( 998--.10,38) ~ 

concerning salvation is based on a whole panoply of ,Jewish 

literaturer including the ]3ook of Zerubbabel and its off

shoots. Hai differentiates between Armilus who fights 

against the Messiah ben Joseph, and Gog who engagris the 

MesE.iiah ben David in battle. At the end of the responsum 

the Messiah bestows his sukkah of peace on the entire world. 

Hai adds that thoS<:-) who die after the rE::surrection shall be 

revived a:t the end of the Messianic age, when a new world 

will be established. All the righteous and repentant, 

both Jl~W and gentile r shall gain eternal life . 1 



Translation of Text 

You ask(.-;d to Ei:x::plain what Galvation will be lib-: from 

its beginning to its end t the resurrection of the d~:ad. an.d 

the 'new heavens', etc, ,--If I were to explain each and every 

detail in all its particulars, the time would not suffice. 

However, I will tell you of the general principles of each 

matter, thus I sayl 

(v'Jhen salvation does come) The remaining years of the 

end are seven in numbe:r, 1 they are the beginning of the sal

vation, that the sages designated by saying: "The weelc when 

the soh of David will come, etc. 11 Dur:i..ng that seven year 

c;vcle Edom will be ruling over Israel, not less than nine 

months and not longer than three years. Israel can achieve 

the dominion from Edom only--as it is said (Num. 24:18-19), 

"1\.nd Edom shall be a possession. etc.• .•. and out o:f Jacob 

sha11 one have dominion, and shall destroy the remnant of the 

city," once Edom has wrested tho dominion from Assyria---as it 

is said (J.Qig. vr:.:. 2L1.): "But ships shall come from Kittirnr and 

they shal1 afflict Asshur ,. " etc. , after Assyria has wrested the 

dominion :from the Kerd.m, who are the Midianites I who are the 

Ir:;hmael:i.ter.1,·---ai::; it is said (rbid. vs. 22): "Nevertheless 

Kain shall be wasted." '.rherefore t when we see that Edom 

will be ruling over the land of Israel, we believe that the 

beginning of our salvation (is at hand)·--as it is said (Oba·

diah 27): "'J.'heir saviors shall ·come up on Mount Zion, etc." 

At that time a man from among the sons of Joseph ((ac-

5 
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co:cding to the word of God)), shall come, and he shall be 

called the Messiah of t.hf'J Lord. H( .. 3 shall gather to him many 

men :i..n Upper Galilee and he will be a king over them; other 15 

men shall also gather themi::jelves to him1 tvvo or three from 

this city, four or five from another city r •--concerning that 

moment He said (;rer. J:11.1,): "I ·will take you, one of a city, 

and two of a :family''. However, the majority of Israel shall 

remain :i.n their state of exile, for the end has not yet been 

made clear to them. 

1rhen the Messiah ben ~Toseph shall ascend from Upper Gali

lee to Jerusalem 1 with those men who had joined. him, and kill 

the officer of the Edomite king and the people that are with 

him. Concerning that moment, He said (Ezek. 25:Il-r): "And I will 

lay My vengeance· upon Edom by the hand of My people Israel." 20 

He sha11 dwell in ;rerusalem for· sevoral day:3. 

Once all the nations hear that a king has arisen over the 

Israelites in Jerm~alem, they shall stand up against them in 

all the countries and drive them away saying to them: Up until 

now you had been faithfully remaining with us, for you had no 25 

king or prince; nov, that you h8.VG a king--do not dwell in our 

1andl lVI:.=my Israelites shall go forth to the wilderness that is 

near their respective countr:i.es·-·•concern:i.ng that moment He said 

(Ezekiel 20:35): "I will bring you into the wilderness of the 

:peoples." There you shall dwell in tents, •·-·-concern:ing that 

very moment He said (Hosea 12:10): "I will yet again make you 

dwell in tents." 



1Vlany o:f them shall lack water and despair in their predica·-

t . th t t lI · 1 ('r.\ 1 2 .. 0•,1'?)·. "I men ·····•concernJ.ng ·; .a·· very mom.en· ·.e sa.ic .t'.,Ze1c. . _, 

will cause you to pasf:l under the rod, and I will bring you 

into the bond of the covenant." Many will leave the covenant 

of Israel, for they will become disgusted with their lives. 

Concerning them He has said (Ibi_g. vs. J8): "I w:i..11 purge 

91. 

out from among you the rebels and them that transgress against 

lVte." 

Once the Messiah ben Joseph and all the people with him 

ha,ve bE.-)E-m dwelling in Jerusa1em, Armilus shall hear of their 

fame, and he ·shall come and perform magic acts and seductions, 

in ordc➔ r to mislead many. He will go up and fight against 

J·erusalem, and be victorious over the l'Iessiah ben ,Joseph and 

his 'band, and Jdll some of them, and take others captive, and 

di v:i.de their . spoil, •--•concerning that very moment He said (Zech. 

JJH 2): "For I will gather all the nation::c, against ,Jerusalem to 

battle." Even the Messiah ben Joseph shall be killed, and 

there will be grE.-)at sorrow in Israel..,.-concerning. that ver'y mo·

ment He said (}bid. 12:10--11): "And they shall look unto Me 

because they have thrust him through ... In that there shall be 

great mourning in Jerusalem." 

Why was Arm:ilus given permission to kill the Messiah bc::ln 

Joseph'~' In order to break the hearts of the divisive ones among 

the Israelites, for they have no faith, and will say: "Is this 

the man for whom we hoped, he just came and he is already killed; 

there remainG no salvation for ((Israel))." They will leave 

30 

40 



92, 

the covenant of Israel a .. nd join the nations. 

He will kill them--concerning them He said (Amos 9:10): 

"A11 the r::inners of my peoyJle shall die by the sword. 11 Those 

who remained in Jerusalem will be refined and purified, even L~5 

those who went out into the wilderness shall be tested and re·~ 

fined. 2 From these, they will go out as two partsr but a third 

shall be le.:ft,••-••concerning them He said (Zech. lJ;S--9): "And 

it shall come to pass that in all the land ••• two parts shall 

be cut off and d:i.e, but a third r:,hall be left therein, and I 

shall bring the third part through the fire, and I wi11 re-

fine them as silver is refined," At that very ti.me all the 

pangs of the Messiah shall pass over them, as explained in 

several places in Scripture and in the words of our Rabbis, 

o:f blessed memory. After thi.s they will cry out, and the 

Holy OnB, blessed be He, will hear their cry--as it is said 

(Ibid.) "~r.hey wi.11 call on lVIy name and I will answer them." 

At that very time from the wilderness Elijah shall be 

revealed to those found in the wilderness and cause their 

hearts to return•••-as it is said (Malachi J: 2L1,): ,i And he shal.l 

return to the heart of the fathers," etc. ~rhe Messiah ben 

David shall be suddenly revealed to those in the land, for the 

I-!IesBL~h ben Joseph had already gathered the people together be-~ 

50 

fore hi:::n--as it is said (J:b.i.g. vs. 1) ~ "Behold, I send My mes- 5.5 

senger, and he shall clear the way before We; and the lord, 

whom you seek, v-Iill suddenly come. The Israelites who are in 
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the wi1derness shall follow Elijah until they meet the .JucJ.E~ans 

and Israelites in the land of' Israel who are with the JViessiah 

br-m Dav:i.d•--concerning them He r;;aid: (Je:r.. J:18): "ln those days 

the Houf:1e of Judah shall walk with the House o:f' I ::;rael, and 

they shall come together out of the land of the north to that 

land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers." 

As the Messiah ben Josepht after his death, will remain 60 

a cast,-out corpse :forty days, so most of those killed shall 

remain (unburied) within the land forty days. No unclean thing 

shall touch him until the Messiah ben David shall resurrect him 

by the word of the Lord. The resurrection of the dead whom he 

will revive is the beginning of the signs that he will perform •. 

Then the Messiah ben David, Elijah, and the Israelites 

who came with them :from the wilderness to Jerusalem will dwell 

secure1y and PfJacefully f'or many days, they wi11 build houses 1 

plant vineyards and succeed in trade dealings, untD. Gog hear, .. 

of their fame•· .. -as it ir:; written (Ezek. JJ:11): "And you shall 

say: I wi.11 go up against the land of the urnvalled. I will 

eome upon them that ar(:'1 quiet f that dv,1ell safely." '.I1he land 

of Gog ir-; T·,1agog in the J.g,r1c~ of Edom•--thus He said coneerning 

this matter {J_bi_c;1. vs, 2):"the chief prince of Meshech and '.ru

bal." And he will bring peoples :from all the surrounding 1ands 

and :from Edom-•-as it is f::Jaid (J_Qj.d. vs. 6)~ "the uttermost parts 

of the north and all his bands, many peoples." many will even 

,join with him from each city and country through which he passes: 



evil and destructive men--in order that they might be punished 70 

and annihilated, also the best men from amongst the gentiles•-··· 

so that they may be gathered under the wings of the di vi:n.e 

presence. All o:f them w:i.11 come to :fight, and they will 

fight against the Ml':rnsiah ben Davic1 and the men who are 

within the city--concernine tha~ Yery moment He siid (Zech. 

12: 2): "Behold, I v-dJ.l make Jerur:;alem as a cup of staggering." 

All of this is said in the section concerning Gog. And at 

that very time there will be a great earthquake in the 

land of Israel. 

"And the Lord shall go forth and fight those nations" 

with four types of retributions: amongst them will be those 

who are destroyed by fire, brimstone, and catapult stones, 

which are 'great hailstones'--concerning which He said 

(Ezek. :18: 22): "an overflowing shower, and great hailstonen t 

fire, and brimstone;" and there will be amongst them those 

who will be lost, one to the other's sword--as it is said: 

(Ibid. vs. 21) : "And I will call for a sword against hH; 

brother;" and will be amongst them those whose flesh shall 

waste away limb by limb·---concerning them He said (Zech. ll+:12): 

"And this shall be the plague •• ," And they shall lay hold 

everyone upon the hand of his neighbor, to su1Jport them•·· 

selves by it~ but his hand shall be plucked off'--as it J_s 

said (}'bt_g. vs. 13): "Eacl.1. man shall grasp the hand of' his 

neighbor, but hii.:; hand shall be lifted by the hand of his 

neighbor." 3 r there vvil'.L be those who will be afflicted by 

the defect of blindness or the breaking o:f a 

?5 
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hand or foott or the severing of a nose or ear. They will 

flee and go forth to far--away countries t and tE:111 of what thE)Y 

saw with the:ir eyes-•-as it is said (Isa. 66:19): "And I wil1 

work a sign among them, and I will send such as escape of 

them unto the nations .•• u 

At that very time all the nations of the world will 

calculate and say to themselves: "What gift shall- we carry 

to.that king, for :i.s it not so that all silver and raiment 

and vessels are not important to him? But the children of 

his peoplet his flock we will carry to him as a gift-off'er

ing." •·--as it is said (lbirl. vs. 20: "And they shall bring 

all your brethren out of all the nations for an offering unto 

the Lord," Every nation according to its wealth shall trans

port them: some by horse, some by chariot, some by covered 

wagon, some by mule and some by carriage 4 , and [;ome will car

ry them on thc::ir shoulders-•••as it is sa:i.d (Ibid. 4•9: 22): "And 

they shall bring your sons in their bosom, and your daughters 

shall be carrie(l upon their shoulders;" some of them on ships 

of 1rarsh:'u:3h•--as it is said (_IJ;.i_lg, 60:9): "And the shiJJS of Tar•" 

shish will be first to bring your sons from. afar." and some 

in ver:3f3els o:f papyrus•-~as it is said (Jbtg. 18': 2): "'.l1hat sends 

amba:::;fmdors upon the sea, even vessels o:f papyrus upon the wa

ters," and it further say:3: (Zeph. J:10): "From bt~yond the 

85 
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rivers of Ethiopia shall they bring My suppliants, even the 

daughter of my disper:=.:1c.-')d, as lVly offering," and it further says 

(Isa. lc3:l): "Ah, land oJ the buzzing of w.ings,. which is be- 95 

yond the rivers of Ethiopia," ---~for wooden boats are not a:ble 

to travel there because of the rocks and stones that are hid-· 

dGn in the water. As for the remainder of the Israelites in 

the wilderness, where there are no nations to bring them 1 they 

will be carried by our God using the winds•q-as it is said 

(Ibid, 1+3:6): "I w:i.11 say to the north wind: 'Give up" and to 

the south wind: 'Keep not back! ""--they are like those car

ried on the clouds and on the thick clouds---as it is said 

(Ibid. 60: 8): "Who are these that fly as a cloud?" 

As these exiles come, the sea of Egypt5 shall be split 100 

at one location, and the Euphrates River at seven J.ocat:Lons, 

•--conce:rning that very moment, He said (Ib,:1sL_ l+l:18-19): 

"I will open the rivers on the high hills.,,I will plant in 

the wild.erner:is cedar, the acacia tree, etc." to shelter them. 

Not a single living Israelite shall remain in any place untiJ 

they come to J·erusalem--as it is said (Ezek. 

I will leave nono of them anymore there." 

Jo · 2 8) · " . ·- · 11nd 7 t .l (! t I' ei i'-l 

AftE,r all the living shall be gathered, and only the dead 

shall remain, the great shofar shall be sounded, the earth 105 

shall quake and the de;:a.d of Israel shall be resurrected--as it 

is said (Isa. 2?:lJ): "And it shall come to pass in that day 



that a great horn shal.l be blovvn t" and it is said that Zerub--

babel WJ._] __ ·1. blo"1 •
1·}·1,a-t horn, And 1 ·1rhv V·'l

0 ·11 -1--11 r ~ b t _ " l, _ •. ·. v. ,J v. .. l,_ e e e a grea·· 

E) a:r.thq uake? In order to raise U]_) the bones that have bee11 

pul·ver:i. zed into the ground, that have beE:m built into build-· 

ings, that have been burnt i.nto bricks, and have been covered 

with debris, one 'bone shall draw near to another----as it is 

written in the 1 Section on the Valley (of Dry Bones)• (Ezek. 

ch. J7)t and the Holy One, blessed be Hef shall stretch 

sirn-)WS upon them and cover them with flesh and spread skin 

upon them, but (as yet) there is no spirit within them. After-

this the Holy One, blessed be He, shall cause the life-giving 110 

dew, which contains the light of living souls, to descend 

:from heaven--as it is said (Isa. 26il9): "Your dead shall live, 

My dead bodies shall arise. Awake and sing, you who dwel1 

in the dust-•-for your dew is like the dew o:f li.ght. 11 11hey 

will recognize that they had been alive previously, had died 

·and afterwards were resurrected--as it is said (Ezek. J7:l]): 

"And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I have o~pened 

your graves, and caused you to come up out of your graves, 

O My people l" Everyone who had had a defect shall a·t first 

remain with his defect, if he were old, he shall come in his 

elderly state, in the leanness of his flesh--so that they will 11.5 

not say: "These are di:f:ferent creatures," ---and afterwards, the 

Holy One, blessed be He, shall heal them--as it is said (I:sa. 

35: 5•-6): "Then the eyes of thE? blind shall be opened, a...'1d the 



earn of the deaf sha11 be unstopped. :Chen shall the lame 

man leap as the antelope." It further says (Ps. J.OJ: 5): 

"So that your youth is renewed a::::.; the eagl(:l. 11 
( (And from 

whence do we know ·that the resurrection of the dead is in 
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the days of tho Messiah? As it :i.s said (Micah 5 ;l~-): . "Then 

nha11 we raise against him)) t,even shepherds and eight 

princes among men," ( (and our Ra1)b:i.s, of blessed memory, 

said that the •seven shepherds')) were: Adam, Seth, Methu

selah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David, and the 'eight princes' 

were: ,Jesse, Saul, Samuel, Amos, Zephaniaht Hezekiah, Elijah, 

and the Messiah. For whom is this resurrection of the dead? 

For every Israelitr:1 who was righteous from the beginning and 

also those who sinned and repented; but he whoDe transgres

sions are more numerous than his merits and has not repented 

will not arise dur:Lng the days of the flless:Lah•--as it is sa:1.d 

(Dan. 12: 2): "Lfany o:f them that sleep in the dust of' the 

earth shall awake, some to everlasting li:f:'e, and r:mme to 

reproaches and ever·l.ast:i.ng abhorrence." Therefore, our Rab-~ 

bi::-.; taue;ht (Shab. _32a; Sanh. l.~Jb): "To one who is sick and 

near death we say: 'Confess! 1 'rhe way of all v,ho are to be 

put to death is to confess. If he docs not know how to confess, 

they say to him: 'Say: I have sinned, I have transgre:c~sed, I 

have done perverse1y---1et my death be an atonement for all my 

trarn,igressions! '"--so that all Israt}l should merit nrnurrection 

of the dead. Therefore, those dead whom the Holy One, blessed 
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be He, will resurrect, will not return to their dust--as it 

is S8-id (Dan. 12: 2): 111rhose to everlasting l:i.:fe, 11 and it 

further says (Isa, l.:,:J): "he shall. be called holy, even every 

one that is written unto lif'e in Jerusalem. 11 IfJrael shall be 

astounded and say: "From where did all this suddenly come?" 

As it is said (J_1?j.d. Li,9:21): 11 Then you shall say in your hoart: 

who has begotten me therm?" ---and even the nations of the 

world v,rill wonder•-·-as it is said (Ib,ig. 66: 8): "Who has heard 

of r:mch a thing, who has seen such things? I" 

1.30 

After the (former) dead and the living are gathered to•- 1J5 

gether, the form of the '11emple shall be revealed to us, its 

plan and location, according to the vision that Ezekiel son 

of Buzi, the priest and prophet, may he rest in peace, saw. 

There are those who say: It will descend to its pJ.ace :from 

heaven-""as it i::::; sa:i.d (Ps. 122: J): "Jerusalem that is built as 

a city that is compact together." 

11hen all the Israeliter:1 shall become prophets-Mas it is 

said (Joel J:1): "And it shall come to pass aftervl8.rds that 

I will pour out t:y spirit upon all :fler.:;h; an.ct your sons and 

daughters shall prophesy," -·-and even the e,ervantri and hand-- 140 

maids of Israel-.. ••as it i.s said (fb:i.d. v_s. 2): "And also upon 

the s1:::cvants and upon the handmaids in those days I will pour 

out Fhif npirit." 
~ ··. 

Those gentiles who remain ((alive)) shall convert-- as 

it is said (Zeph. J:9): "For then I will turn to the peoples 
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a purE-) language, that they ma;y ca1l upon tho name o:f the Lord;" 

and thef will say: "Comci, let us go up to the mountain of the 

Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us 

of His ways, and we will walk in His paths--:for ol.i.t of Zion J_/4.5 

shall go forth the law I and the vmrd of the Lord from Jeru-

salem." (Isa. 2::;). When they come before the King TJ13ssiah, 

he will command them to put an end to battles and wars•-·- as 

it is said (Jbj,_g. vs. 1~,): 11 And they shall beat their swords 

into plowshares, etc." 

The peoples of Sodom and Gomorrah shall ·be resettled in 

their cities, the entire plain ( shall ·be rebuilt), so that the 

land of Israel shall not ·be rendered defective by the cat a•- 150 

clysrn that occurred with:i.n it--as it is written (Ezek. 16:55): 

"Your sister Sodom and her daughtcirs shall return to their :former 

state. 11 Also, every beast of prey shall cease from the world·-

as it is :c;aid (Isa. ll:6::9): "'l:he wolf shall dviell with the 

lamb ..• the cow and the bear shall feed .. ,and the suckling child 

shall play in the hold of the asp .•. they shall not hurt nor 

destroy in a11 My holy mountain." 

11he people who will be found with the King Messiah will 

live long lives and then die--as it is rrn.5.d (Ibi.d.65:22): 155 

"~Phey shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not 

plant and another eat, for the days of the tree shall be the 

days of my people." A man shall not die as a lad or a youth•--
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as :i.t is said (rtJid. v;:,,, 20): "There sha11 be no more thence 

an infant of days r nor an old man, that h.as not f'illecl his dayr:,; 

for the youngest shall die a hundred years oldt and the sinner 

lieing a hundred years old shall be accursed. 11 --no, they shall 

certainly die, but thus shall it be at the time of salvation: 

he who vvill then die at the agEi of one hundred shall. resernb1e 

he who now dies at age twenty; and even if he will be one 

hundred yea:rs sinning against men, and they curse him and do 

not suffer him, because in their eyes he is not worthy to be 160 

suffered, in that he i.s like a twenty year-old youth to them. 

There are those who say that death shall be uprooted from the 

world·-·--as it is said (Ibid. 2 5: 8); "He will swallow up death 

forever." And there are those who say: He shall only die for 

three days, and then come back to life--concerning them He 

says (Hosea 6:2): "After two days will He revive us, on the 

third day He will rair:,e u[:.; up, that we may live in His presence." 

The dead that are resurrected during the days of the f!fessiah 165 

will live on eternally because of the merit of the completely 

righteous ones, 

In thoS<:~ days I when the Sanctuary and Jerusalem, are re~• 

vealed, the di.vine presence shall descend from heaven and r1tand 

straight up as a ~oi.llar of fire from the earth to the firrna•

ment•···-8.f:., it h.1 said (I::,a. !1-;5): "And the Lord will create over 
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the whole ha.bitat:i..on of tnount Zion, and over her assemblies, 

a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining a:f a :flaming f'irc 

by night." Anyone who wishes to go to J·erusaJ.em will see the 

pillar of f'ire from his country, and will go by :its 1ight un•

til he reaches JeruDalem-•-as it ic said (Igiq.60:J): "And na .. 

tions shall walk at Your light," Since this .light is greater 170 

than the light of the sun or the moon, it will darken the two 

of them•- ~-as it :is said (Ibid. 211,: 23): "~rhen the moon shall be 

confounded and the sun ashamed; for the Lord of hosts will 

reign in mount Zion, and in <Jerusalem." 

At that time the heavens and the earth shall be seen 

as if they were renewed, as if the heavens and earth o:f slavery 

hi:tVe passed on and changed; and a new heaven and earth have 

been brought in their place--as it is said (Ibid. 65:17): 

"For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth." 'J~hey wi11 

see ... Terusalem and Israel as i:f they were new, as if Jerusalem 17 5 

and Israel o:f slavery have changed and passed away, as if dif-

ferent ones were brought in their place, those of happiness 

and rejoicing--8.S it is said (Jb:Lg. vs. 18): "For behold, I 

create Jerur1a1em a rejoic~ing, and her people a joy." 

r.rhey shall dwell in thE:.ir kingdom until the end of the 

world, ---and there are those that say: until the end of seven 180 

thousand years from the time of the Creationi and there are 

thoBo who say: many mi1lenia without a known limit; afterwards 

the heavens and earth wil1 end--as it is said (Ibid. 51:6): 

"For the heavens ,shall vanish away like smoke, 11 etc. The 

I 
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dead who were resur:rectrid and saw for themselves the salva

tion, shall go forth by themselves to the next world--as it 

is f.mid (.I.h.:1d.): "But My salvation shall be for ever. and 

My favor shall not be a·bolished," At that time the Holy One, 

blessed be He, shall create a different heaven and earth, 

diffE~rErnt from that whi.ch already exists, and the righteous 

ones shall dwell in thrm1 :for ever and ever--as it is said 

(Ibid. 66:22): "For as the new heaven and the new oarth, 

which I will make, shall remain before Me, says the Lord, 

so shall your seed and your name rema:inl 11 



May the Lord look :from heaven to be gracious 

unto you, 

l\fay He listen from on high to your supplication, 

May He turn with mercy to you 

To bring you forth f'rom your enslavement t 

iV!ay He per:fect His Sanctuary during your lifetimes, 

And rebuild His Temple in your days! 

May He draw near the end for your redemption 

And hasten the coming o:f your I'!lessiah, 

Wfay He gather your scattered ones 

From amongst their enemies! 

r!lay the Master of Mercies command 

That time a.11.d that season to draw nighl 

'J.1hus let it be Hir,; will, Ament 



] ' ·Heb.: b 1 hi.water mishnei ha-~getz sheva• shanim. 

2
H · b • 1 t .e • . yac.o· • 

3J-.P.S, translates verse lJb thw:1: "And they shall 
lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbor, and his 
hand shall riBe up against the hand of' his neighbor. 11 

Hai Gaon, however, reads the verse as a description of the 
cont :i.nuing plague. 

L1, 
Heb.: lei.lea.rot; smne translate as dromedary. 

r.:. 
.JHeb.: Y..:9.11} :Witzra.i.m, either Red Sea or Nile River, 



CONCLUSION AND COMPARISON Cl·lAIU1S 

1:1he apocalyptic works presented in this thesis range 

:from the seventh through elventh centuries. :l1hey encompass 

several genres of literature. Some are written in the terse 

n.arrat:i.ve style of the Bible; others are more midrashic, 

building from Scriptural quotations. The piyyutum are vivid 

poetry; the essays of the geonirn are analytic in style. 

rph t, k f EJ' .. . h arid. t}·1e Bo ___ l"}}r. f r, 1 b b 1 t 1 ' ... · e JJOO .. 9, .. _:, __ .L_J&. ___ ,. 2.-_;_ z,eru) a e are i1e 

works most closely tied to specific historical events, Their 

rich detail and imagery have been borrowed by all the works 

that followed them. The poetry naturally follows them in the 

richness of its imagery. The two mid.rashim, the ~ _gf :the 

Messiah and the Legend of the lVIessiah, are more fanciful, they 

have less grounding in specific, contemporary event~3. 

Saadia Gaon generali.z.es the material, fitting it into 

his philosophical system. Much of the specific material has 

been made symbolic, the actions of the human heroes have been 

toned down, if not completely eliminated. Hai Gaon follows 

Saadia's style and example in only accepting the most salient 

facts from the earlier works. 

The following charts trace the various elements in the 

works presented. In order to expedite the readability of the 

charts, I have shortened the titles of sevBral of the works. 

Hence, the "Messiah ben cToseph and the Messiah ben David" is 
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simply called 1 Piyyut' f "In thocE~ dayst at that time" is 

referred to by the name of its poet, 1 K8.lir' . Saadia rs 

"Essay concerning Redemption" is ind:i.cated by the name 

'Saadi.a 1 
, Hai Gaon rs "Re~ sponsum concerning Salvation" is 

referred to as "Ha:i. Gaon 1 
, "An Essay concerning Arrnilus 0 

is simply indicated as "Armilus." 

VALLEY OF ARBEL--GALILEE 

Bq_9Js 2..f. Zerubbabel--· 

Piyyut--

Saadia•-·
Hai Gaon•--

ARMILUS--Rm!JE 

Book of Eli;iah-·-

Days 9.J t1JG t'Iessiah--

Le,c,-cmd of :th.Q rJe ssiah•- •-

Messiah ben David appears in Valley 
of Ar·bel. 
Messiah ben ,Joseph appears in Upper 
Galilee 
Mena.hem ben Amiel comes suddenly from 
Valley o:f Arbel. 
Messiah ben Joseph appears in Galilee. 
Mensi.ah ben Joseph gathers army in 
Upper Galilf::e. 

Armilus is not mentioned by name, 
but the monster--like description of 
the tleast of kingst, son of Gigit 1 

is similar to other notions concern
ing Armilus. 
Armilus is the son of a marble stat
ue and Satan; he gains world dominion; 
he has ten royal allies. He kills 
the messiah ben Joseph, plants asheras 
:i..n the land of Israc,l, sets up stat
ue of his mother for public worship. 
He is killed by the Messiah ben David. 
A.nnil us cornt~~:3 after Gog and Magog; 
he is described as a king of 'fierce 
countenance•, monster description, 
the notion of working and deaf ears, 
He kills Messiah ben Joseph, killed 
by the Messiah ben David . 
. Armilu::i is not named, but described 
as the tking of fierce countenance', 
who gains kingdom by ~unning, forbids 
practice of Judaism. 
City of Rome destroyed like Jerusalem 
in the Bible. 
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ARIVI:II.,US--ROlVJE (Continued) 

Piyyu.t-

Kali1:'--

Saadia-·-

"Armilus" •··-

Hai Gaon-·-

EAR1rHQUAJ{E 

}290:\f .9f Elij_!J.h-
Boo}S of Zerubbabel--

Kalir·--

Hai Gaon--0-

ELIJAH 

Book of ]:lJ.,i0,]}~
Book of Zerubbabel•--

Kalir-·•-

Saadia---

"ArmlJ.us" -··--

Hai Gaon-· -

Armilus stabs Menahem ben Amiel (Mes
siah ben Joseph), 
Armilus if:3 not named, A king, lack•
:i.ng God I s favor, sent by Satan, is 
mentioned. 
Armilus is the Edomite (Roman) king 
who kills the Messiah ben Joseph. 
Armilus is king of Edom (Rome); he 
has six fingers on each hand. He will 
rule Jerusalem for nine~ months and 
try to lead Israel astray with his 
false gods. He will kill the Messiah 
ben Joseph, ho will come forth from a 
stone located in Rome. 
Edomite king (not Armilus) will control 
Jerusalem; then Armilus will go up 
against the Messiah ben Joseph. 

Reference 
Reference, God descends on Mount of 
Olives which is cle:ft in half. 
Reference. God descends on Mount o:E' 
Olives and cleaves it in half. 
First earthquake as Gog enters Israe1; 
second earthquake to release the bones 
of the dead for resurrection. 

Elijah is narrator. 
Elijah joins Messiah ben David and 
Hephtzi-bah. 
Called the Tishbei, one of the three 
leaders of the renewed state, 
Elijah comes to announce the end of 
the wilderness exile and redemption. 
Elijah comes at the time of ~he res
urrection of the Messiah ben Jose::1•. 
Elijah is the :forerunner of the r.'t'>:;
siah ben David who will lead the ;2-
raelites out of the wilderness to 
join forces with the Messiah ben David, 
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EXILES TRAJ'~SPOH~:1ED ':CO LAND OF ISRAEL BY GENTILES 

Saad.ia•-·-

Hai Gaon-•-

'.I'EREE EXILES 

GOG AND MAGOG 

Book of Ell.jal}--
]gok .9:f Zerubbabel--

Day3 of :the Messiah--

!!.§Eenq, of the Messiah···· 

Saadia•-·· 

Hai Gaon----

1-JEPII':C Z I--BAH 

Bg_r)J<; of Zerubbabel--

JUDJ-MEJ\iT 

DayJ-3 of the Messiah 

KOR.AH' S BAJ\fD 

Gentiles and winds return Israelitr~ i:, 
to land. 
Similar account, even more detailed. 

Elaborate description. 
Mentions first exile. 

They come against Messiah, 
In one manuscript they are confused 
with Armilus. 
They will come against peaceful Israel 
with 71 allies. They will attempt to 
engage God in battle; God will kill 
them with plagues and meteors. 
They will kill the Messiah ben Joseph. 
God, Himself, will fight them. 
They and their allies will come against 
the lVIerrniah ben David. Their army 
will be decimated in four ways by God. 
Gog from the land of Magog, chief 
prince of Meshech and Tubal, will 
come against the lVIe ssiah ben David. 
God will destroy his forces as in Saadia. 

Only appears in this work. She is 
the mother of Menahem ben A.miel, 
gives rod of salvation to Messiah 
ben tToseph, holds out in eastern gate 
after Hushiel is killed. One manu
script identifies her as the wife 
of the prophet Nath;;.m. 

Lengthy description. After 2tOOO 
years of peace➔ gentile ido1atorn will 
burn in Geriinnorn I all Israel will be 
saved and live on in the Garden of Ed.en. 

They will be resurrected at the Brook 



KORAH' S B . .'\.ND (Continued) 

Kal.ir---

MESSIAH BEN DAVID 

Book of Zerubbabel-·-

1?.~ 9.i :_th_~ Messiah-
J~ege11d of the IVIessiah--

Piyyut•-

Kal:i.r~-

Saadia--

"Ar-mil us" - -

Hai Gaon-·-

T-.IESSIAH BEN JOSEPH 

Da,Y.£~ _o:[ j;Jw_ Messi8.h- •·· 
L(::!f,Md of tho Messiah--

Piyyut---

Kalir-·· 

Sa.adia--

of Shittim, Asaf will lead them. 
Similar :information. 

110, 

Only one Ner.rniah, called Yinnon in 
some manuscripts. 
At first seen as a wounded and despised 
man in Rome. Called Menahem ben Amiel; 
he will appear suddenly in the Valley 
of A.rbel after the Messiah ben Joseph 
is killed. Goes to Jerusalem, receives 
rod o:f salvation :from his mother 
Hephtzi-bah, Elijah joins him, res
urrects Nehemiah ben Hushiel, kills 
Armilus (or Gog and Magog in some texts). 
Kills Armilus. 
Speaks of the seven year cycle when 
the son of David will c01,,e, 
He is revealed once Rome falls 2.nd 
all Israel is gathered.together in 
land of Israel. 
He is not named; he will begin the 
resurrection process. 
He will come suddenly in the Valley 
of Arbel. He is only Messiah mentioned, 
not specifically named except that 
rMenahem• will be one of the leaders 
of the renewed state. 
He is the King Messiah. If Israel 
repents, he will come immediately. 
He is called Menahem ben Amielr he 
will not be believed until he has 
resurrected the Messiah ben Joseph. 
He will come suddenly, he will res
urrect the Messiah ben Joseph. 

Called Nehemiah ben Hushiel; killed 
by Armilus, resurrected, joins forces 
with the Messiah ben David. 
Killed by Armilus. 
Appears in Upper Galilee; killed by 
Gog and Magog after taking Jerusalem. 
Cal led Mf.'rnahem ben Ami el! Joined by 
Ephraimites and Menassit~s, killed 
by Armilus. 
Nehemiah mentioned as one of the lead.·s 
of the re-established state. 
He is necessary in order to bring abovt 
repentance. He will be killed by 



JLL. 

MESSIAH BEN J"OSEPH (Continued) 

"Armil us" . ..: -

Armilus, and be the first to be res
urrected., 
(Nehemiah) ben Hushiel will try to 
repulse Armilus from Jerusalem; he 
wil1 not succeed, and be killed by 
Armilus, 

MICHAEL--ME([1ATRON-·-GABRIEL--ANGEL 

_Book .9f Zerubbabe1-

Kalir---

"Armilus" •-·-

Michael speaks to Elijah, Qabriel 
fights for Israel. 
Michael (Metatron) is Israelfs 
guiding angel, instructs Zerubbabel. 
Michael and Gabriel deSCE-}nd and 
fight for Israel. 
In one manuscript, he appears at the 
time of the resurrection of Messiah 
ben Joseph. 

PROSPERI'rY, PEACE, AND LEARNING 

Book of fllt,i.§J:1--
Days of the lVIessiah-·-

Saad:i.a--

Hai Gaon--~· 

RESURREC'l1 ION 

Book of Elija11.--

119ol~ o·f Zeruhbabel--

Speaks of these elements. 
Israel will dwell securely in Iand 
for two thousand years prior to day 
of .Tudgment; then eten1al li:fe in 
a Garden of Eden existence in new earth. 
All Israelites will become prophets. 
Ideal state will endure for remainder 
of natural time. Then, metaphorically, 
new heavens and earth :v1ill be established, 
All Israel will become prophets. 
Remainder of gentiles will convex~. 
Sodom and Gomorrah will be reestablished. 
Beasts of prey will ceac.:;e. Long life 
spans will be the rule. Heavens and 
earth will seem renewed (metaphorically); 
end of subjue;ation and universal hap
piness. Then the end of this world 
will come about. 

Judgment will come after resurrection; 
fire and brimstone rained on wicked. 
Vessiah ben David will resurrect Mes
siah ben J·oseph. Israelites who drovmecl 
at r,ea will be washed up into Brook 



Kalir--

Saadia--

Hai Gaon-·-

ROD OF SALVA'l1ION 

1:?QQ]f of Zerubbabel .. ··-

Pi.yyut--

TEMPLE--JERUSA.LEM 

Saadia·-·· 

Hai Gaon-~ 

TZELAH PJl-EL.11~PH 

£?.9...91:s .Q:f Ze~cubbabe1--

112. 

of Shittim for resurrection, Korahts 
band will be resurrected. Those who 
died in wilderness will b~ resurrected. 
Ko rah' s 1)a:nd and those who died in 
the wilderness will be resurrected. 
Treats the subject extensively else
where in Emunot ve-Deot, Chapter 7. 
Once every living Israelite has re
turned, an earthquake vvill release 
the bones of the dead. Hai Gaon deals 
with subject extensively, 

It was Aaron's rod which blossomed 
in the Tent of meeting1 used by 
other Biblical heroes, hidden in 
Raq_qat of Naphtali. Elijah will de
liver it to Messiah ben Josepht he 
to Hephtzi-bah. 
Aaron's rod used by othE-::r Biblical 
hero(➔ s. 

built in heaven, will descend, 
covered with jewels. 
will descend from heavent be built 
on :five important mountains. 
Rebuilt Jerusalem will be surrounded 
with walls of fire, it will cover the 
entire land of Israel. 
Temple built :i..n heaven. 72 jewels 
suspended from Jerusalem to guide 
tra~elers to the holy city. 
God w:i..11 rebuild Jerusalem; but no 
reference to Temple lowered from heaven. 
Entire la:nd to be rebuilt and resettled$ 
Pillar of fire over Temple to guid~ 
pilgrims, 
'Temple will descend from heaven; its 
plan will·follow plan of Ezekiel. 
A pillar of fire will be suspended 
over it. 

loca~ion of final Messianic battle, 



11.3. 

'rZELAJI JIA-ELBPH (Cont:i.nued) 

VISITA'.rION 

B_ook of Zerub1)a.bel--

location of the fourth war, 

An.gel f.:'.lichael visits Elijah. God I s 
wind carries Elijah to the east, south 
and west of the world. 
Michael or Metatron visits Zerubbabel. 
God's wind carries him to Nineveh 
(=Rome) to see suffering Messiah. 

ISRAELrrES EXILED '.I.10 WILDERNESS 

BoQ_!f: ot Zeruli"babel--

Legend .9.f J;li&, Jfless:i.ah-•,. 

:K:3.lir-•·· 
;3aadia--

"Arm:ilus"-·-

Hai Gaon•--· 

YINNOJ\T 

ZERUBEABEL 

Book of Zerubb~--

Kalir---

Hai Gaon•--

Exiled to wilderne~s after killing 
of Messiah ben Joseph for 45 days, 
they suffer famine. 
Exiled to wilderness after N.fessiah 
ben Joseph killed by Gog. Remain 
there LJ-5 days, protected by di vine 
cloud. · 
J:i'orty--:fi ve day famine in Jerusalem. 
Exiled there after killing of 
Messiah ben Joseph, no specific time. 
Israel exiled there 45 days after 
A.rmilus takes Jerusalem. 
After Jewish independence is re
established, Israelites will be cast 
out from respective countries of 
exile to neighboring wilderness in 
order to be tried and purified. 

Only reference to Y.innon as the 
name of the 1/lessia.h. 

Recipient of information concerning 
the messianic advent. 
In one marrnscrii:rt I he is one of the 
commanders at the battle of 'l' 7.,elah 
h~r~1-E;1e1)h •. . 
Ben Shealtiel proclaims God's war 
of revenge. 
Zerubbabel will blow shofar announcing 
the resurrection earthquake. 
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