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"Toward a Topical Approach to Jewish History for the Junior 

High School Department of the Reform Religious School," is an 

attempt to create a new approach to the study of Jewish bi:;rtory 

in the one~day·a-waek Reform Jewish religious aohool. It bas as 

its purpose the development of certain topics throughout history, 

·rather than a systema.tio approach i§\c1 01'),\; • In a ra.bbinioal thesis 

by Arnold Kaiman in 1957 ("A CriM.cal Evaluation of the 'l'eaohing 

of Cbronologioal Jewish History in the Intermediate Grades of the 

Reform Religious Schools"), it was show11 that the texts util:hed 

in out· religious schools f<:Jr the teaching of Jewish history· are 

not adoquate. 

In e.n effort t.o improve this situation and deal with the :needs 

of the Reform high schooler, the basis for this text was devised, 

centering a.round such subj eats as: "Judaism as e. Process o:t Change," 

11Anti...Semi·tiam as a. Process of ChB.nge, 11 "The Prophetic Movement as 

a Prooess of' Change, 11 "Judaism's Attitude Toward Proselytes, 11 

"Jewish Communal 01 .. ga:nizo.tione, 11 and "The Institutions of Prayer 

in Juda:l.sm as a Process of Change •11 

Eaoh of the six chapters of this thesis follow the development 
. I 

of "Judaism as a Process of Change. 11 The purpose htt;1··r: to show 

that all of life (inolud:i.ng religion and education) goos through a 

"process of change.'' Likewise, Judaism, its history and rel:tgious 
<:. hi1prC1t. 

pra.ot:1.ces all go through a "prooess of change •11 Each,, traces e. 
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given phenomenon throughout Jewish history. For example, in the 

chapter on Anti.Semitism, the problem is traced through the Medieval 

Period, and the reasons f'or the outbreak or Anti....t3emi't;ism in various 

European countries Al\-e discussed • 

The chapte:r on the prophetic movement traces the development 

of the universal God oonoept from Amos to the Seoond Isaiah; while 

the unit on 11Judo.ism•:s Attitude toward Proselytes .... A Unique Concept 

in Judaism" shows that for the most part Judaism never ;r.~ally had 

a program of seeking converts. It disouases hoY1 the ideology con-

oerning corrvarts to Judaism underwent a •1prooese of changeu Un .. ou.gh-

out history. 

In "Jewish Communal Organizations" we see how Jewish comrnuni· 

ties were able to survive through periods of persecutiont this sw.·

vi val being a direct result of their communal organizations which 

made tho Jews a closely knit unit enabling them to resist all out• 

side influences. 

In another section or this thesis, 11The Insti·tut:tona of Prayer 

in Judaism as a. Process of' Change?" we trace the development o:f' 

prayer throughout Jewish history, from the sacrifices in the Temple 
11Nd l?lef><:>, 

to the tefilah bimkom-korban of the exile, to the modern day prayer 
fl 

book. 

Lastly, we have attempted to answer the question, why study 

history that is fou~·thousand years old? The answer is that all of 

history contributes ·to modern day life. What we have today is merely 

the continuation of what was begun many years agoo 
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CHAP'l'ER I 

JUSTIFICATION 

ttOnly the lesaon which is enjoyed oan be learned 
well. 11 

Judah ha Nasi 

Si:noe 1923 the Union of American Hebrew Congregations has 

advocated the systematic approach to the teaching of Jewish history. 

Arnold Kaiman, in his rabbinic thesis, (A Critical Evaluation of 

the Teaching of Chronological Jewish History in ·the Intermediate 

Gi•a.dea of the Reform Religi<.lua School) attempts to evaluate the 

eff'eota of this system in the Reform religious school.. Though · 

Rabbi Kaima.n ts study is the first Cftpi;f~~:rneMute. approach to the 

problem, it is no·t the first time the problem has received atten

tion from educators. A. N. Dushkin, as far back as 1918, doubted 

the validity and effectiveness of such a technique in the inter .. 
1 

mediate department.. Dr" Duahki:n's answer to the problem was to 

arrange the teaching of hi.story into conoentric oyolea, p1~esehting 

these cycles three times during the entire :religious school experi ... 

enoe for the student. First, he suggested that the lower grades 

be instructed in history through folk tales. Second, he recommended 

the teaching of history to the ·middle grades by hero tales. In'the 

upper grades, the third cycle would be an approach to htatory by 

means of a central theme throughout Jewish historye 

Dr. Dushkin 1s awareness of the ineffecrtiveness or teaching 

systematic Jewish history may have been the earliest insight into 
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2 
the problem; it was by no means the last.. The problem or how 

much our students are learning in their olassrooms baa constantly 

concerned the educator. In 1935 at the Tri-State Jewish Religious 

School Teachers' Co11ference in Indianapolis, the problem again was 

discussed by Rabbi Robert Kahn. History, up to this point, 11 had 

been treated as a vast ohronologioal series of names and dates and 
.3 

pogroms to be studied and learned." Jewish educators have always 

agreed that the teaching of Jewish history in religious schQols is 

essential, but they have often wondered how effective it has bean. 

"Although the teaching of history is probably the major activity 

of the Reform religious school~ one may ques·.tion as to how. much 

knowledge or Jewish history our students have at the time of gradu~ 

ation. Although we lw.ve improved techniques, have introduced 

better text books, have used the project plan and other modex•n 

devices, it is very doubtful whether we tare putting history 
4 

across. 1 H (sic) This ete.tement made almost twenty .. fi've yee.:rs 

ago is as valid today as it wa.a then. Rabbi Kahn in attempting to 

solve the problem suggested the following: "What is needed is an 

approach that begins, not with the earliest date or event in Jewish 

history, but with the pupil himself. What is needed is a history 

oW'.'rioul:wn that grows out or modern Jewish life; a history ourricu

lum that motivates the pupil to feel the problems or today and to 
5 

want to solve thenl& 11 

For Rabbi Kahn, knowledge alone is not sufficient. He suggests 

a curriculum that would emerge out of the modern life of the students. !. 



'., 
J ' 

ij .· 

. I.· 

~ .. \. 

I .. 

i 

•'•-.. ,_," 

He believes that history must be life•eentered and it must be of 

interest to the pupiL It is a known fact that, "when a child has 

a positive attitude ..... when he is enthusiastic, he learns more and 
6 

hi.a knowledge increases .. 11 What wa want to avoid is the feeling 

among the students that the present history they are s·~udyi.:ng is 

merely a repetition of what they have had ever since they began 

their formal relig:tous school training. To avoid this we must 

select areas of history which oan be presented to a student in a 

most interesting way; not ro~y a t~ble of' chronologically arranged 

dates or names, but rather ideas ~~aim which the student can begin 

to understand the phenomenon of' the histor·y of' hia people. Thie 

idea oo.n be utiU.zed in all departments of the religioue school with 
7 

the ourrioulum scaled for each level. This appi•oaoh has aa its 

thesis the method which would secure the interest of the pupil 

first, thus prepa.riug J:dm for the factual material that is to follow. 

The idea is to make history a UvirJg, cont:l.f.lu.a1 process; not just an 

uninteresting, drab presentation of what happened to the ancient 

'It seems inoomprehensible that an approach to Jewieh history 

in the Reform religious sohool, suoh s.s the one by Rabbi Kahn twenty .. 

five years ago, did not take hold. Howeve1·, if' :lt had, t.he:u our 

students would 00.ve been more famili.ar with the history ct our people 

through e. topical appx·oooh; an spproo.oh which would have stimulated 

their interest .. 

Today in our rel:l.gious schools we a:r.e st:l.11 attempting to teach 
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systematic Jewish history. History, as it is now taught in the 

intermediate grades, is way beyond the ohild's maturation level 
g 

and needs. Dr. Sylvan Sehwar1amie.n, who maintains that Jewish 
' 

history taught on a systematic level is of little value, is op~ 

posed by Dr. Ema.nu.el Gamoran1 one of the adv·ooa.tea of the systemat:l.c 

teaching of Jew1.sh history. Gamors.:n 1s reason being that a ohild 

must be taught· !ln a obrol!llologioal way, a aeleo·t<ild group of f'aotr1 
9 

essential to J ev1ish bl.story. '.I'hb1 controversy, "is not just a 

new discussion concerning Sclmar·tzman's mo:nograph poait:l.on on his· 

tory., •••• Thi~ controversy, aa regards ohr'onological, topical, 

problematic, or project approeiohea to h116tory, stems .:from the very 

roots of' organ:l.zed Jew:tsb education in the United Sta:tea. And yet 

this ccmtroversy ia not just a part of' thEi J·awiah rfl1alm in educa ... 

ticm·. This disagre<~meint regarding the methodology of teaching 

histo1"Y to oiu." youngstex•o has been going on in publi.c education for 

years ••••••• If the controversy is pronounced in the field of eecu• 

lar f'iva ... day-a .. week education to whioh the oh1.ld ~.s exposed to hil!l

tm•y five times as much e.a in the Sunday or one .. day .. a, .. w00k religiou5l 
10 

school, ·then there must be e. pl"ODC.llunoed controveray. 11 (sic) 

Teaching of J"ewish history presents a problem to whicih Arnold Ka:i.man 

devoted his research for his rabbinical thesis. 

This author, aware of the problem, not only through observa

tion but. through a.ot.ua.l experience ae a student and teacher i.n the 

ono ... day-a ... week Reform religious school, is mak~.ng an attempt in .this 
.:f(}f{jti( ~;vd r;1-rf J 

thea:J.s to improve the situatio11 for the Re!orm,
1 
high sohoO.Lfi• The 

I 
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purpose of teaching Jewish history should not have as ita purpose 

the accumulation of facts and names in chronological order, but 

should have as its goal understanding. An understanding of and a 

desire tti know, 11How lr:i1~:: I am what I am?" 
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CHAPTER II 

JUDAISM AS A PROCESS OF CHANGE 

"Judaism which served us so well in the past, 
will serve us equally well in the future. It will 
promote the cause of truth, the cause of progress, 
and of the modern spirit." 

Gustav Karpelea 

It is a simple task for us as moder1l American Jews to under• 

stand, "J'udaism as a process of Change, 11 if we are able to relate 

it to our owll lives. However, before we begin we have to under-

stand the implicErhions of the :words "process"·. and 11 change11 • 

"Process" :l,s a simple word. Our eduoa.U.on is a prooess that 

takes many years, and involves not only what we learn in school, 

but also what we learn from our environment, our parents, our 

friends, and from the world i:n geriera.J..,. Process is o:ne of the ele .. 

ments in our lives which contributes to our eduoation. 

"Change" is another basic word in our vocabulary• For the 

purpose of th:i.s thesis we shall define it as the prooess of altera

tion and variation. Ten years ago it used to take an airplane over 

ten hours to fly from New York Ci.ty to Los Angeles. Today, in the 

11 jet age", ~lying time baa been shortened to less t.ha:n half. We 

oan say there has been a chan~ in our travel which has come about 

because of the m:opesA used to improve piston•driven engines that 

gradually gave way to the jet engine, 

'i 
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We are surely able to see and recognize change in ou:r own 

lifetimeJ in om• family, i:n om· oommunity, in our Mtion and in 

our world. Right ?!l()W we are participant.a in the greatest process 

of change mankind baa experienced since the invention of the wheel~ 

Stop and observe the changes that have taken place in altld 

around your community. New office buildings have been erected, 

and educational inEJtitut,ions nave expanded. In short, your community 

has taken on a 11ew face"' In the suburbs you may notice that :new 

expressways have been constructed to relieve the traffic oengestion. 

Educators have not only found it a :necessity to alter the 

edifice, but. have been compelled to make ohangea in the school om• ... 

rioulum, and in their teaching tecbni.ques. Your older brother or 

si.ater will tell you they never had some of' the subjects you are 

taking or you may notioe that your younger brother 1a education in 

school seems to· dif'fer from your own. World wide there has also 

been changes witlrl.i'i the short si;:e.n of our lifetime. The map of the 

world bas tundergone a process of oha:nge.. The Urli ted States map 

shows fifty states instead of the f orty-cight states of a few years 

ago. The map of Eu'!."ope and Asia baa changed drastically since t~ 

end of World War II. Changes have occurred in the boundaries of 

India, Korea, China, Germany, and of ooursa Russia. 

Thus far, we have been speaking of the process of change in 

general. Let us now be more specifio. We ea:n assume that if 
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changes such aa we have notieed have occurred in tha world, then 

there mu.et have be<m changes in :religion·-... particularly Ju.de.ism. 

Now, we are able to under~te.nd om.~ chapter title, "J't1daism ae a 

Procesa of Change$n 

The religion of Judaism did not. come intc) being overnight. 

It has gone through prooeaaee of. ohainge and modifications. 

We OMn be ~ure that our great religion did not exist three 

thousand years ago as it does today0 History and our o:m.'l lives 

have shown uo the.t ideas and institutions are not spontaneously 

created.· We are also awe.re of the fact that once these ideas and 

institutions are formed they dai not l!."il\llmain stationary.. SometimEi'S 

they progress, other times regress. Religion also follows this 

plan or proce<lldure, its ideas grow and become more involved•· This 

can ~aei!J be pointed out by citing two examples.. Each of these 

will prove that Judaism, aa a religi.on, has not renu.d.nad per>~nent, 

but baa been a process of obangee 

To prove that religion ia oonst&ntly clBnging, we will £ir,8t, 

look at the f"estive.l of Pesaoh (or Passover). 

How J11,11J.13YOf. us realize that Peso.oh (or Passover) :Ls made up of 

two ancient festivals'? Yes, that is right. Pees.oh is made up of 

two ancient feetivals .... ""Iml f§.s:~.iDJ. 9t., ~ §D,epjieJ:~t~ a:nd a.n 
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~;\.ailiml W:UDl• These were both Spring Festivals and were 

celebrated previous to the Exodus from Egypt. Before the sojourn 
2 

in Egypt Jewish life consisted mainly of tribal communities and ot 

wanderings as shepherds. Their spri1ng fest:l.wl served as the means 

of usheril!'.lg i:n the :new season. On this oocasien they would eei.ori· 

fice a sheep or a goat. 

As we have learned from our historical texhs,.thb an~ient Jews 

ceased to be nomads who wandered from place to place looking tor a 

site· to pasture their f'look. They began to settle the land of 
3 

Palestine. This did not stop them from celebrating their familiar 

sprir.1g festival, which they bad brought with thsm. 

Now, we are confronted with the "process o:f change" in a :reli .. 

gious ceremof(Y. As the people began to settle land the oeremoniee 

of worabip changed. Those Jews who earned their lj:velihooo from 
4 

the soil also had an ~;ural f .. e .. si;3-Dl that they celebrated in 

the Spring time of the 7ear. This festival was lil'.lked to the har

vest of grain. It is here that we get the name 1..hft -~ 9t, 

~ ··(unleavened bread) • 

A further st,ep in the "process of change" in this religious 

ceremony begins with the E'xodus.. The ancient f'estiwl of the name.de 

and the farmers now becomes an historically important festival~ and 

this characteristic w3.ll make it endure., AU the rituals of the 

two festivals were given n®w mea~ing as signified by the various 

symbols utilized at the Seder. It became a festival for all, in· 

that it symbolized man's quest for ultimate freedom.· 
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Another illustration that Judaism has undergone revision :l.s 

by noting and studying the history and the development of the 

Prayerbook. ·Naturally it is difficult for us to reali~e that the 

Prayer Book we use in Temple today has not always been in its 

present f'orm. 
!) 

If you rater to the title page of the Union Prayer Book you 

will notice several items. First, it is published by the Central 

Confere:noe of Americarl Rabbis and is the o:f:f'ioial praye1· book ot 

the Reform movement of Judaism.. Seoo:ndly, you would !lee the words, 

"Newly .Revised Edition, u noting that an earlier u!flrevised editi'ori 

existed prior to 1940. This earlier edition was oe.lled the 
6 

''Revised Edition." Here too is evidence which tells us that this 

Prayer :Book was a red.sed edition of an earlier Prayer Book and 

that the idea of prayer worship and the format of the. services .were 

changed or altered as of 1922. Finally, we arrive at the original 

Union Prayer Book published :tn 1695. The Prayer Book that we a:r.e 
7 

using today has undergone three "prooes.ses of change •11 Needless 

to sa;ri that in a few years,; the .Prayer Book will be published' tn 
a 

anothm~ newly revised edition& E's.ch of these revisions were 
, 

precipitated by the spiritual needs of the worshippers. 

Don 1t think for a moment th.at 1895 marked the begimning of 

prayer books.. No~ their history geea ba.ok much farther thel}. the, .. 

end et the nineteenth century. 

It is difficmlt for us to say just exactly when the prayer 
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book oame into use in Jewish worship, but we can make an asatunption. 

We can assume firat that prayer as a means of worshiping God came 
9 

into being after th~ destruction of the First Temples 

During the days of the First and Second Temples, we have learned 

that there were very elaborate sacrificeo throughout the day•••in 

thei morning, in the afterncu>nt and in the evening. This was the way 

tba.t the people of an~ient Palestine sought to please their God. 

This proved to be successful as long as they resided in 

Pe.lest1ne 31 and as lo:rag as the:;r had a Temple. In 586 B. C. :m·. the 

Temple was destroyed by the Babylonians and the people were exiled. 

What were they to do? ·No longer would they be able to iotfer 

aaorifioee to God. It would seem that all na lost for the people 

and thei1· God .. 

But here we also find tmi 11 proceoa of ohangie". The idea of -

how to worship God had to be. modified, and this is wb.e.t the 

prophets Jeremiah and Seoond Isaiah proceeded to do, by telling the 

people that all wee not loat. They would still be able to worship 
10 

Yabfi'eh (as they called their God) in Babylonia... The people, even 

though they trusted theit" prophets; could not comprehend what they 

were trying to convey. How could they worship with the Temple 

destroyed and in a strange land? Prayer was their answer, and 

they could substitute pl-ayer for the three daily ae.c:rd.f'ices~ 

ttte.!:$.lah b:tmkom k.orban°• ...... ..,nprayer in place of sacrifice" was the 

solutiono 

Gradually prayer books were introduced to give order to the 

I '• 
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service. The oldoot prayer book frCi>m which all others stem is the 
.11 

prayer b~ok of Rav Amr$n\l that contains sll the prayers that were 

oustomarii;r said in the academies of Babylonia between the eighth 

and tenth ct1Dturies. It oontalns not only prayera but also regu

lations for the various services and how they are to be performed. 
12 

From this the prayer book took on two :forms; one prafw 

book was developed in Ashkenaz:t.c ritual and one i:n the Sephare!-i.o 

ritual. (Ashkenazic :referring to the ritual for Easter!l'l Jewry and 

Sephardic referring to the Jews of Spain~ The inf'luenoe of local 

areal played a tremendous role in the development of the pray~ 

booka •. The prayer bo<lke were constantly b.e:tng revised,. At times 

everronee did inot agree on how rituals were to be conducted. There 

were very heated arguments,- before a ritual would be unanimously. 

accepted. · 

After a long "proc~ss of change" in the prayer book itself'; 

after many editions, we arrive at the f'irst Reform Prayer Booki __ 

Naturally, this had to happen in Hambttrg, Germany} where Ret°OX"ll!f4 ·(or 

Liberal) Judaism od.ginated. Once again we see that Judaism-in 

revising the Prayer Book oonforms to· the needs of the people. ; ; 

The Hamburg Prayer Book, as this version was called,·. introduced 

the' translation or the Hebrew prayers into the ver:naoular} in this 
13 

oaae German. It also me.de several basic changes: 1) either it 

elimillla.ted references to ea.orifice or expressed it in such a manner 

aa to indicate that these events took place in the past; 2) it 

ohanged the idea of a personal messiah to hope in a Messianic Age 

. ...... 



: .. 
'• 

' ' , ·,i 

- 14 ... 

for all; and .3) it emi·~ted all references to the national restore. .. 
l4 

tion in Palestine. From these three examples we note how the 

first liberal movement of Jews attempted to fit traditional Judaism 

to a way of life for their own times~ 

In America., too, with the introduction of Reform Judaism by 

Isaac Mayer Wise, there had to be a prayer book to fit the needs 

of the Jew. Many Rabbis wrote thei:r own se:rvioes using original 
' 15 

ideas of how a Reform prayer book should be. F~.:nally, after many 

years of using diversified books such as Wise•e linhft& A..1\.erio1, 

and David Einhorn 1s j)..J&lb I~, the_firat Union Prayer Book wa~ 

printed. Though it departed from the tre.di.tio:nal service it still 

kept the· general outline of the traditioraa.l service. The pr1ncipe.1 

points omitted were: l) all references to s~orifices; 2) refer* 

enc.es to resurrection~ replacing this with the idea of immortality 

of the soul; 3) restorat.icm of a Jewish State; 4) repetition of 

prayers; 5) references to angels and miracles, and 6)_ personal 

Messiah, replaced by the Messiard.c Age .. 

In addition to these there were several other changes worthy 

of our notices 1) trainslation of Hebrew prayers into Ernglish; ·• 

2). shortening of Scriptural readings; 3) sermons were incorporated 

into every service; 4) and modern prayers were inserted to take 
' 16 

the place of the omitted prayers. 

The· prayer book has developed as Judaism he.a developed. - It is 

never complete, but will always be subject toohange e.s it ha.a in 

the past. The prayer beok always reflects the lite of its people, 

I 
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whether it be d1:aring periods of mysticism, philosophic apeoulatio:111 

or in times ot tragedy. 

Thus, one may draw an analogy between Judaism and the prayer 

book in that both are .undergoing changes constantly. In the chapters 

that followr~ we will see how this npt>ooess of change" is found iin 

every aspect of Judaism throughout its history& 

Judais1n as a reli.gioli'l like all aspects of lite has undergone a 

tranaf'orm.ation. Nothing in the world remains stationary; there is 

always development and improvement~ The old must eventua:U.;r give 

wa.y to the new. 

' \ 
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CHAPTF.R III 

ANTI-SEMITISM AS A ''ffiOCESS OF CHANGE; 

"Anti...Semitism diverts men from the real tasks 
oori:f.'ront:Lng them.. It diverts them from the true oouaas 
o.r their wo~s "n 

J. Maritain 

'*Hatred 11 ia defined in the Oxf'ord Dict:'i.onary as a 11 condition 
1 

or state of relations in which one person bates ancrther." This 

ia a state of condition in which one person detests or despises 

another individ.ttal, and this hatred can grow in certain individuals 

beoause they mo.y :reel they are superior to another parson. Onoe 

this hatred ia slanted, it usually continues to grow, and mani:f'ests 

itself' :bi d~.fferent ways. 

We are not born ·wi:th hatred or prejudice, likes ,ar dialik11.ni1~ 

To the ·newborn everything exists on equal grounds.. One me;y oompare 

this to a blackboard whioh remains blank until someone Wl~ites on it. 

This is ·the way hatred is inserted into the mind of an innoce:int 

child •. The ohild knows nothing about hatred or prejudioa. As the 

ohild grows so does this seed of hatred. No child has ever been 

born to hate or to be bigoted. 'Every new born baby comas into this 

wm•ld a tlblal!lk blackboard" with regard to hatred. 'l'hia blackboard 

attracts opinion, ideas, likes, and dislikes 'Vlff1r'Y l"apidl.1-..... almost 

as a magnet attracts certain metallic objects. This new addition 

to m.anki!tld is anxious to acquire knowledge, to undoratand the world. 
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He want® to 111veatigate every new item, every :new word,, Because 

of thia eagerness, this desire ·to learn about the world, adults 

are able to fill up thi.a blink board., 

This ia easily tmderstood if'.·we r~Jalize that opinions which 
Q . ~ 

O·lf°4'e' ~ 
are held by adult~.,., originated in ·the first si.:x: years of life. 

They meJ.ntain these attitudes and by the time they become twelve 

years old they b.ave become instilled within them. From twelve to 

eighteen they become solid opinions, as if they were their own, 

derived out of their own experie:noes01 Anti•Javdsh, anti...Catholio 11 

and anti-Negro feelings are developed in this mannex• .. 

Now we may ask ourselves, why we in the UnitEid States are 

concerned with anti-Semitism? We may question whether or not anti

semitism exist.a today, at. le&.st in America. For the most part, it 

does exist. 1rhar.e has not been too much in the :news about anti .... 

Semitism, we only read about. it from time to time. Y«:rt these 

aoattered examples and inoiderrte remind us very vividly that anti ... 

Semitism is 'still in exist0noe. 

A few ;years ago, in the state of New Jersey,, such an incident 

occ.m1•r0d¥ This story was told by an Anti-Defamation League investi ... 

3 
gatoro This ant.i..Semitio ou·tbrea.k happened to a Jew1.ah family, 

who be.d been living in the area of southeastern Nett Jersey on a 

poultry fa:r.m, since coming to this country tell years ago. For moat 

of this period they had lived there without any noted distinction. 

They were not American in appearance, but i•s:ther typ:tcalzy Em•opean. 

They spoke with heavy acoents, thei,r pcyelcal features were d:i.f'f.er ... 

1 
! 
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ent, but nevertheless, the people of the community for tho moat 

part were very cordial.. "Hello, Mr. .. __ • How are you today? 

Nice wae:thw.r we are having." Such was their e:dste:nce in this 

quiet GOmtuaity. Mt-. --·-· -~ did very well in his O©cupation and 

was able to save a large sum of money. His was the typical success 

story of a simple immigrant, who came to the United States and 

proved this was the land of opportunity .. 

Arter a.bout eight yes:rei Mr. __ ., ............ _ deo:l.ded he would like to 

expand. his business interests. He wanted to open a small piece -

gooda··store on the 001•ner of his property. This was when bis 

troubles began. The people in the community did not we.1\'xt this fat' 

some insignificant raasoni:h Finally, they reaoi~ted to a:ntimSlemitic 

attacks. They hll.'t"led stones and insults at the man, bis wife a.lad 

children. So bad were their attacke• ...... that Mr. -··----·" pulled up 

stakes, left the land of opportunity a:nd mo-ved to I&ll."$.al. The Anti ... 

Def'amatioroi League investigato1" in his tirnd:tmgs could net traota: any 

logical reason wb;y after so m.any yeara or poace;f."ul existence in a 

small community such an incident would occur. 

Our purpose here is not to try e.:nd analyze how or why the above 

incident happened. It merely is inserted bare to point out · the tact 

that anti-&emitiam, tar the most pe.rt, :la spolnte.neou.u itl nature. 

As we continue our study or a given period, we will see the forme.-

tion of oe:rte.in patterns which lead ·to anti..S,emitil!lm; this pattern 

centering around th(:) economy. Perhaps this was the reason a.leso i:n 

New Jersey. 

l 
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Anti..Semitism is a phenomenon not unique to our own times. 

Before looking at anti-Semitism over a· given period in history, I 

think it is essential that we understand the term anti..$emitism 

and its origins. Anti-Semitism as a word first appeared :ln Germany 

at the close of a financial panic between 1870 ... 71. It was ooined 
4 

by a man 11amed Wilhelm Marr, a oonverted Jew. This does nc»t. 

necessarily mean 'tl'Jat at.·~e.cks on Jews began at tbir~ time, but 

rather this is t.he first time the movement was given a name. This 

term gave strength to hate-mongers. It provided them with an 

attra<rtive catoh word for their program of' hate. Since 1870 the 

tex•m/ has been used for the movement which has md as its sole pur-

pose the intent to degrade t,he Jew to a position of inferiority all. 

over the world. Its objecrtive has been to hind13r ·t;he relatimiship 

between _Jews and no:tl•Jews a.nd to deny the Jew economiOi.:-i!) political, 

and :religious rights .. 

There are a number of speoi:fios which could be lis·ted a.a 

possible reasons for anti-Bemit:lo att.aoks. (1) '.I
1

raditional ill

feelings ..... thl.s is the oldest of all Jewish hostility; (2) 

ch!arges of alienation -- that Jews oannot be loyal to their country 

beoause they muat, through their heritage, be loyal to Palesttne; 

(3) ;+.eJ.igious differences; (4) Jews oling to their identity; 

(5) 

(6) 

ignorance of J·ews and ·their religion is the moat common; and 
5 

jealousy ot economic sucoess. These are jm1t a few of the 

specifics wh.~ch have led to anti-.Semitio feeling over the pl.St 

l 
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· three or fotu• ·thousand years .. 

No mat tar whe:t period :1 .. :n history you choose to 1u.1al.yze, in 

attempting to find some reason for anti-Semitism, the answer will 

always be the same. This would certainly be trt:i.e if you were to 

make a study of anti...Sem.Uiam i:n Egypt at the1 time of Moses; in 

Palest.i:ne at the time of Jesus Chr:t.flt; in .A.le;,re.nd:i.•ia during the 

per:i.od of Philo and even in the period of Hitler's attempted world 

conquest. Pick any oentur;r, any outburst of hatt1E1d for Jievm, in 

any area, and you will see that every incident can alwsya be lblked 

to economic u:trrest; This can best be expla:b1ad by takirJg an entire 

period. and arialyz:l.r.ig it. To illustrate this, let us take the 

Med:leval period and observe how the Jews Pt,.~ec(.\(;i.., Perhaps we 

will be able to oreate a pattern which will help us to understand 

anti...Semi'l;ism throughout Jevd.sh his·tory .. 

6 
J!.ni•.;i.,.:§i,.!J!lt~ in 1h,q !Q~_y.f!l f ... Elf..~. 

This investigation deals wi.th Jewish history from England at 

the time of William the Conqueror until 1.391 in Spain when a st:ro:ng 

s.nti...Semitio element. bz•oke out. as a result or the weakness in the 

eoortondo structure. 

When the feudal sys·tE:m.1 began in Er1gland, it could already 

boast of' a long history from Franoe. Feudalism was brought to Eng ... 

land by Will:te.m the Conqueror in its lrl.ghest state. A,:ftf:,r conquer ... 

ing England he divided the land and parceled it. out to various over• 

lords. As a result of this ha created a perfect feudal Hierarchy 

~I 
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with himself aa King. 

Not only did he bring feudalism with him, but also Jews. They 

were to be used in England in the eame capacity that they were used 

in France. The Jews oama primarily f'rom Normandy and were for the 

most part oommtrrcisl or financial merchants. They were to set up 

the monetary system of England. In order f'o:r the Jews to accomplish 

this William had to give them special privilegi&th Jews were always 

given special privilege~ when their services were needed. The Jews 

of England would now be able to aerve the Ring in a number of ways: 

money lending, mortgages, and tax collecting. The Jews were directly 

under the power of the King. Very often, a.a a result of the tre-

mondous amount of friotion between K:tng and nobl~men, and amongst 

the nobles, the Jews were ut.:t.lized with thetr tremendous funds as 

financial wedges. The Jews dealt directly with- the K:lng; they had 

:no dealings with the :nobles.. Thts a.11 took place arournd the twelfth 

oentu:ry. 

It is primarily a.bout this time that the fall of Jewish prestige 

began in Engle.rad & In 01•der to get the full p:iotwe we have to es

tablish a starting point-.. ·The First Crusade (abou·t 1095 or 6}. 

The Crusades grew out or the feudal structure in the following way. 

The land was parceled out in E'u.t'ope to various lords. As the years 

went by many, many sons were born to these lords; more then the 

land could support.. This left a lot of' bays around with nothing to 

do-...... hence they went after the land o_f the Turks. They wanted to 

obtain far themselves wealth from this surplus pwoducing area. 
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They at.tempted this with the masaea from the lower olassaa •. How 

we.a this accomplished'? What was the incentive to fight for so 

little a reward while the nobles got rich? They found a Bingle 

bond ... Christ. 

At tl'd.s time the church was on the move for povter. Under 

Gregory VII in the eleventh century great strides were mad~ in or-

ganization. Later Pope I11nooent II latched on to the opportu:rd.t1Eii9 

offered the ohtu•ch by these young lords of France to proclaim a 

cruse.de. Eaol1 group had its own goal in the crusade. The J,ordfl 

wanted wealth; the churoh wanted mor•e power; and the poor masses 

wanted forgiveness of' .Jlina (tbi.s was the bribe offered them by the 

lords). The religious idea.logy of a united bond "Chriert" was now 

put to the test. It joined lord wit.h serf in a so called 11 oommon 

oause 11 • 

Now that we have the picture -of thb oomrn.oin bond we will be 

able to di.aousa how the cruse.de became a method of Jewish 

persecution. 

Now baok to the English soene under William the Conqueror. 

By the end of the First Crusade the Jews m,d amassed a large num

ber of pi•ombsory notea (on money they loaned). The King began to 

see the danger .. the Jews were in control of tt')O much wealth. He 

was wor·ried, even though they were a ·tremendous soul'ce of' income 

for him. The Jews also had the feeling they ware caught with the 

gooda·-... they owned too much land and the King was fearful that they 

would take over. The King had to get out or this predicament. 
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The best way for the lHng to esoape this was to utilize the 

same technique that go·t him into this trouble ...... •the Qha:rter. When 

the Jews firs·t came to England the King had to give them a special 

charter of privilegea--•to equa~e the Jews to the nobles. ·Now all 

he had to do was to change the charter f'rom a positive to a nega ... 

tive tone. That is, the charter was given because Jaws needed 

protection, but they didn•t really deserve it. The King utilizing 

·this line of. argumeut could now suy ...... that ·the Jews aro doing 

somathi:r.1g he never intended, that ia, the Jews ware taking over too 

much of the land. Now the Kblg was able to change the whole oo:n .. 

cept of the charter. The Jews were now downgraded to a level be ... 

low the nobles because they violated the King' a trust. 

Because of the deolird.ng structure of feudalism irl England, 

the King had another way open rm; him to get rid of the vast debts 
eco1V•'•'li c.. · · . 

he owed tho Jews. When the
11

surplus began to .deoli.ne someone bad 

to give in a little. Naturally the King did :not want to. He wanted 

to live the same so he "passed thE! buok 11 to the noblies, who irn turn 

gave it to the serra. The Jew was gradually reduoed from high 
' . 

finar1oiers to petty pawn broker a servlng the needs of the serf o. 

The ser:f'a, because the bulk of the deolini:ng surplus waa passed to 

them, had to work that mu.oh harder to please the nobles who in t.urn 

had to get the King's favor. They (the serfs) had to borrow money 

from the Jewish pawn brokers. They became very much indebted to 

the J'ews. A revolt againat the Kir~g we.a sure to take place, eo 

the King now :needed a diversion. 

l! 
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A return to the ideology of the crusade to unite serf and lord 

- we.a the anaw<er.. Jews were takfa1g over the land was their claim. 

The economy was declining, and as a result the Jew waa a scapegoat. 

Anti..Semitism now f'lo~·ished. It was not :new. Anti-Samitiem 

was always latent.. When the Jews could be of use anti-Semitism 

wna temporarily forgotten. 

The serf's had to be united with the lords aga:t.rmt the Jews, who 

bad taken advantage of the King's good will. They were called 

Christ-killers, well-i;>oiaonera, r:i.tual murdarers, and other unde

sirable names. The clergy eons·tantly rem1t1ded the serf' of' the 

I) Ll1?51~dl'i 
Now, because the Jewe \!Vera., m:i:sbemving,, the K1.ng had a. seoond 

way of' eanceling debts becauae of Jewish ingratitude. He oe.nceled 

his own debts and tho.se of the noblesJI which the Jews held.. The 

process 0£ downgrading waa completede Thia gave the King that much 

more fl:l~lli:.'ffi f'ltefl/ the nobl.es.. By the end of the thiri1eenth ce:ntu1·y 

Jews were v1rtuallykioked out of England .. 

In Europe things were not going well for the Jews. The church 

under InnooEmt III, who followed Gregory VII, had grown to be a· 

Innocent III issued a decree agai~at Jews to wear a badge of 

shame. It was at this time that the doctrine of• the Td.ne and the 

wafer was adopted by the Church as the body and blood of Christ. 

The decrees of Innocent III were utilized only in areas where the 

economy waa on the decline. This is evident irn two areas; Christian 
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Spain and Eastern Europe, which were in dif•ferent stages of' devel• 

opment. A further d:lscusaion will follow l.a.ter in this cbttpter. 

In ·the area where the high financial structure of the state 

waa declin:tng the Jews were reduced to serf's. T.his :i.s quite evi .. 

dent again in Germ.a.lllY as in England. Jews had little money and 

when thay· bad se1·ved their usefulness they were expelled. They 

did %lot have to go far because Germany was· made.up 0£ :many amnll 

principe.liti6s. It was not uncommon that Jews were used like 

cattle to pay off a debt. In the time of Rudolph of Hapsburg, 

Jews paid taxes on their bodies® When Jews had no money le~t 

they wer·e expelled under the old ideology of' dive1~ting· the 

In France the treatment was much the same; Jews were expelled 

three tirnea in the fourteenth century. Some, or moat of these ex .. 

palled French ·J·ewa, went to a.rans under Chr:i.stian rule where they 

were needed; such as Spain~ Italy~ and Poland. Here, the same 

Innocent III, wh(I persecuted them in Nort.herro. Europa, .. welcomed 

them to thesis areaa. The important thing to understand is that 

Jew$ were expelled ncit on :religious grounds, but because of' 

economic :needs which fostered religious ideologies~ which in tm~n 

lad to Jewish persecution. But the Jews could not be completely 

wiped out by Innocent III, because they were so widely scattered 

and needed in other areaas 

At the prec:l.se time th.at Jewa were ki"Oked out of CE11~tai:n areas 

they were welcomed in other a.res.a, all under Cht>istian rule. These 
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areas were in different atagea of development from Northern Europe. 

Each of the three countries mentioned above were excellent plao~s 

for Jews to live; Italy because of the rise of oe.pitali.smJ Spain 

because Northe1•n Cbrj.stiana had conquered the land a.ind a civil1P..e. .. 

tion more advanced than their own~ and they could only trust the 

Jaws who were there; and Poland because it w~s a backward area and 

needed Jews to develop its economy. Poland was juat entering into 

_,I · the feudal period when blorthern Eu.rope •s f'eudo.l system was on the 

a .. i : 

decline" At the end of the :f'otll"tieonth oentury Jews were we loomed 

into Pola11d fo:i• the reason meirrb;ioned above; financial ..... to manage 

the estates of the nobility, to a:1.d in the urban development, to 

lend money on a large scale, and to s~rve as tax collectors. 

In Italy the Jews were called in for the low-rate lending of 

money to the serfs, because then there would not be ainy competition 

for Christians who only dealt in high finanoe. But the. a.foremen• .. 

tioned system collapsed ..... Jews ·onoe a.gain became the sca.pegoat.s$ 

Jews se~ved a double purpose in Italy: (1) when times were good 

·- to loan money at a low rate of interest to artisans; and (2) 

when times were bad to serve as eoapegoate for diveraioll'h By the 

end or the sixteenth oentU:t~y the position of th® Jew bad declined 

in Italy. 

• In Spain Jews were also welcomed because the Christiana had 

eo:rnqu.ered a more highly· ~eveloped system of civilization. Feudalism 

was· not used in Spain1 therefore Christians did not know how to run 

Spain. Jews were welcomed because these new lords,, who were used 
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to :feudaliam.1 needed someone.they could trust to run the cotmtry. 

This was the work.of Innocent III. 

The wealthy Jews beoama tax CJolleotors and king's administrators. 

They were exempt from taxes even though they were very rich and 

oould afford the payments. Jews worked to the interest of the 

crovm. They oould be done away with very easily~ If thi:rngs went 

wrong it could be blamed on the Jews. This was possible because. the 

populace had all their dealings with the Jews and they could eas:l.l;y 

be mistaken for the ruling class. As a result or this it is easy 

to see how anti-Semitism could thrive. The masses would believe 

the most fantastic talea if there waa the slightest chance of its 

validity. 

When the Christians invaded Spain it was like a gold mine; 

emmgh to support a nob:l.lity and a privileged wealthy claas. By 

the middle of the f'ou1•teenth century the same thing again began to 

ooom." as in the other count.r.ieae A .oivil wa:r. broke out~ because 
ic.< •• ,JVu11 ;c:. 

the surplus was deo:reasi~g and unable to support a.l.l groups. Jews 
fl 

were involved on both sides. Sadly enough it made no dif'fere:m:ic, 

,, which aide wone It would still be bad for Jews as once e.galn the 

Like everywhere else conditions pr:l.or to this WBI" were good® 

Anti .. $:emitism was in existence but not prominent0 As the times 

grew worse and the struggle went to the lower olassea, Jews would 

serve another pu.rpiose1 that of the age-old scapegoat. 

By the fourteelt'.lth century the chtl!roh called f01~ the rem.oval of 



.,;,.· 

, ... 

••• <.!-· 

- 29 ... 

Jewa from high positions. The clergy went to the ma.sees pointing 

out the ttevil" of the Jews. The Kin.g, who. needed the Jews, protected 

them to a point because he had no one to replace them. He realimed, 

· however, that he could only protect them up to a certain point, 

after that, it he kept protecting them, he would be labeled an 

agent of the Jews., Ou'b of tear the King had to produce laws rain• 

forcing the action of the mo.sees and the clergy. 

As a result of a sermon ir1 1391 e riot broke out. and .Jews were 

completely caught oft guard and slaughtered. 

So muah for the Medieval Period and e.nti-Sem:ttiem. Thia gives 

. us an e~oellent picture of how anti...Semitiam develops even today~ 

There1 have been attacks on Jaws because of thei.:r. initiative, 

of their desire to get ahead and make a :name for themselves.. Very 

few American-Jews have been unable to avoid at least some in©ident 

0£ anti..Semitism •• whether it be name calling, or being restricted 

from certail!'1 places. Anti-S~mitio insinuations may even be :f'elt 

when names like the Rosenbergs or the Sobels hi't; the fror.rl.; pages. 

This ie what makes the Jews today, .aa it has throughout history~ -;,.,, 

be;ve a strong sense of' ldnEthip. Sometimes anti-Semitic feelings 

. a:riae out of' un1.mport .. ant situations. 11What I don't like about 

JCi'tws, 11 an old gentlemoni at a bar in a large oity aaid, 
11
1.s that 

thay don't get drull'l.k like other people. 81 Su-ria this is silly ...... 

but it is a form of' anti-Semitism. This, linked :to the anM .... 

Semitism of b<igota like John Casper and Gerald L., K .. Smith, who not. 

only struck at Jews, but Negros and Catholics as well, is what we 

l 
I 
I 
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might os.11 the snti..Semitio movement today$ 

Anti-Semitism like all aspect~ of life undergoes a process of 

0t~ngee It is always present -~ but yet it exists in a latent form 

ready to be ut:tli~ed by he.te mongers to stir up prejudices. For 

the most part today, it no longer exists as it did in the pa.at --

its proosss of change ms beer~ tor ·~he bost ..... but 01!10 inoide,nt, 

one event, can bring it to the forefront again. 

--~-·-··------------
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FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER III 

The Oxford Univeraal D~.ctioina:ry, Third Edi·t:Lon Revised with 
addenda, Oxford, 1955, P• 871. 

Whitmarl 1 :;, Howard., "Bow Old is a Bigot111 reprinted from Tne 
!.9!P!H2!.! Jfo!fl~ ~!2.!ll by the A. D. L. of B1ne.i B

1
rith. 

The Investigator, ~rack Sobel, is now an instructor in 
Sociology at Miami Unive1"'r:d.ty, Oxford, Ohio. 

Schneiderman, lfar1•y., 11Anti-Semi tism" I.li.! l[pi ver~!!.,.'.l, :i!!wisb 
lQ2l9J&.I:N911 Vol. I, P• 341. 

'· ~g,., 
6. In dealing wUh the Medieval Period, the process of Anti ... 

Semi'l:;ism and the cor1olusions drs.wn are based upon the theory 
of Professor Elia Rivkin presented in lecture form in 1959 
at the Hebrew Union College .. Jewish Im:rtitute of Religion, 
Cincinnati. All statements of fact can be found in theee 
lectures. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE PROPHETIC MOVEMENT AS A PROCESS OF CHANGE 

11Iarael gave to the world, through the mouth of 
its insp:tred prophets, the principle of world-justice, 
world.-paaoe, world-brotherhood." 

Juliam Morgeinet.ern 

The main oharacters of this period were, of course, the p:i:·o ... 

phets. The prophet was a man who out of his own experience knew 

God. He f.lpoke the word of God to the p€H'.>ple of Israel, of' Judah, 

and of the Exile.. He constantly denounced social injustice, 

irreverant worship, immoral acts, and violence, and he waa fore~er 

:tmplori:rng the people of Israel to cleanse and renew their lives. 

The prophetic period lasted about seven lm11dred f1:f'ty ·years, 

du.'t"ing which time Canaan was conquered and the Kingdoms of Israel 

and Judah arose and fell.. It also included the period of' exile 

and the restora:tio:rn o.r the people to the land.. '!'b.roughout the 

entire. period the impact of propheoy and the propheti.c movement, 

was dominant. There has not been anything <)omparabla p:roduood by 

any other Ancient Near Eastern civil:Lr~a:tions, (not. even among the 
l 

Hebraio tradition). The riae of tha prophetlo movement :ts diffi ... 

cult to explain. Originally i"t was the priest who porf ormed the 

f'unotion of foretelling the future and telling t.ha people when 

they had sinned before God. 

It is not too difficult for ua to understand why the prophet 

took over the function of the priest.. The primary reason being 

., ,. 
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that. the priesthood was heredi te.ry. This meant that the office 0£ 

priest, the haiudli:ng of tha rituals and ceremonies, was htu1ded down 

from father to aone The art of. foretelling the future oould not 

be based on heredi ta.ry fa.<rtors. As the place of fore telling deolined 
2 

among the priesthood, it grew in another group, the prophets. It 

was easy for the prophets to take up where the priesis left off 

beoause there was a dire'need for this type of direct 001nmunioation 

with God. Man needed a parl~noe to the de:1.ty. Let us look at one 

aspect of. prophecy, for it would be impossible to ex.amine prophecy 

in its entirety~ This one aspect ia universalism and how it di.f

fered among the V'arious prophets. Prior to the prophErt Amoa 

(eighth century B.C.E.) there are in the Biblical books of Judges, 

Sv.1nuel, Kings, and Chrcmioles, :numerous re:fere:noas to various 

prophets. However, lt ia with Amos, that we begin the Y.,t~rar:y 

(Literary referring to the prophets 

whose propheoy is in book form.) These prophets emd their followers 

thought of God as a powerful tndividual, who must be pleased through 
3 

sacrifices and oultio worship~ As the movement progressed, it 

changed and this oha:nge we will E1ee as we disctlSfl varlous prophets. 

Amos~ when be prophf.>sied to tho people of Bat,h ... El in Israel, 

(north of Judah) did not, change the i.dea of God a.a a powel'f'ul being, 

but #"ii1ffl'h·ei/.~ added to tbis ~iower righteouamH!.IE~.. God, said Amos, was 

the source of mo1•al value and He was not bour1d by national limits 
4 

as the earlier propht)ts claimr:1d. Amoa' God :ls t,he God of all 

na.t:L<Jns. Is1·aal has no more claim to bei:rig a favorite of God than 

·- l. 
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The people laughed at Amos, they did not belie~e that God 

would destroy them, after all they practiced the correct cult 
6 

and were a privileOged people. The people were looking forward 

to a day of joy, !2m X!Jmell (Day of God). Amoa changed this pop .. 
7 

ular belief and told the people it would be e. day o.f catast:ropha. 
s 

The people would be destroyed by means ot an earthquake» a 
9 10 

famine, and a plagui@. Finally they would ba conquered by a 
ll 12 

powerful nation and carried into exile. 

It seems that Amoa did not -want these incidents to occur so 

he appealed to the people to change ·their ways., to seek good and 
1:3 

not evil.. Perhaps God will show moroy,. 

The question now arises, what wa~ the extent of Amoa' un1ver

aaliam1 Was God the God of all people or just Israel? ·Amos was 

not free ot prejudices in favor:i.ng Iarael. God told Amoa, "Go and 
14 

prophesy to My People. 11 Amoa knew of the traditional bond be .. 

tween Israel and Goo a.a pointed out in the E,xodu.e, ·the sojow~r.w, 

and ·the coveoont. The land of Israel is spoken cf e.s a clean land 
. 1~ 

I p 

and i'oreig:n lands as being unolean. The people thought this bond 

r 
to be permanent~ but Amos tells them differently; they have to earn 

this relationship to God. 16 
Amos does not argue against other gods, he merely ignores them. 

The GOO ot Israel ia responsible for alL When Amos speaks of the 

destruction 0£ other nations, it ia Israelas God who is doing the 
17 

daatroy:l.:rng• not other gods. Likewise God will bring a not her nation 
> 

'I 
I 
I 
I 
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to d•stroy Hie people. Amos tells the people they have no special 

., bond, God oan join Himself' to people anywhere. Thus, we see Amoe 

had a very strong leaning toward unfaveraa.lie1n. The prophets that 

followed him went a·till further as shall be disouaseiL. 

~ .. \ 

,,. " 

The First Isaiah picked up the Ur.dveraalism of Amos and carried 

it turthere Isaiah carried on in the same tone as did Amos. He 

spoke of soois.l injustice and of oppressing the. poor., He too, 
lS 

spoke of' 11Yom Yahweh" as a day of' utter doom. In m!U'lY ways ha. 

echoed the worda of Amos~ 

Isaiah did go one step further in h.i.s univeraaliam. Unlike 

Amoa he spoke or Yahweh as ~ God and denounced foreign gods as 

false and the work. of man's hands. His message :l.noludes the a.war~-

ness that it i.s God, Himself, who is going to destroy His people, 
19 

not foreign gods destroying Yahweh. li!'or Isaiah Yahweh was not 
20 

bound to the landm He was not a "parish" God. His power extended 

beyond Palestine to all lands and to all peoples. This w~e the 

most important message by the prophet. The idea that God's power 

extended beyond the natural boundary would be a ray of hope for the 

impending exile.. To be sure, Isaiah said mu.oh more. But ro11.~ our 

pu.i~pose :tn seeing change ...... his universalistic belief of' God is our 

ma.:1.n conca1•1ri. 

Now, with Jeremiah we get a drastic change in the concept of s 

uni;versalistic God. In the earlier period of his prophet lo mission 
21 

Jeremiah was a mart
1 

who spoke ot utter destruction for the Jews. 

His message bas the same tone as that of the p-~ophets who preceded 

·- ·------·~-
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22 
him; God was the orne who would do the destroying; and He was the 

one who would cause His people to go into exile at the hands of 
2.3 

the foe from the north .. Jeremiah did everything in his power to 
24 

convince the people to :turn from their evil ways$ 
25 

The people did 

not, and of course the d~struotion Jeremiah spoke of came about 

in the year '67 B.C.E.. The Babylornian armies. destroyed Jerusalem 
26 

and carried the people into exile. 

However, a strange thing happened to J eremia.h; he changed hiti 

message. He he.d preached destruotion arnd it came about. Now he 

preached hope and oomtort~ He began to tell his. people not to give 

up believing in God because God did not inflict this destruction 
27 

upon the people without reason. Sure, they were goi~g into exile 

into a strange land, but they should not give up hope. The people 

could stil..l worship God outside tho land; there still was the 

opportunity to cleanse the soul. Goo wants to forg:l:ve, He wants 
2S 

to restore the people to PalGstina. But this will take time, 

a.bout asvent1 years Jeremiah said. He gave them instruction~ as 
29 ' 

to hew they were to live while in a strange land. Jeremiah's 

message now took on a more uni'werisalistic outlook,. Religion for 

the Hebrews did not come to an end baoa.us~ they were no longer in 

the land of Palestine. He shifts the belief from a God o:f' the land 

to a God of all lands able to be worshipped anywhere$ 

With thia complete turnabout on the part of Jeremiah from 

rebuke to consolation, he paved the way for.the prophets of ·the 

exile, namely E~ekiel and the Second Isaiah. It was the job of 

l 
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these two individuals to gti.ide the people and to prepare them so 

that they would be able to return to Psleatine. Their task was 

not eaa;y} they had to convince the people that Yahweh, their God, 

was not a defeated God, but a God of all people and of all lands. 

With Eiekiel, we get for the first time a prophet speaking 

out of' the experience of the exile.. Ha1~e the message of' Jeremiah 

(after 586 B. C $E .. ) received ite greatest support. E~ekiel proph

esied that all the destrucM.on was brought sbou:t. by God in order 

that all people will know Him. He furthers the prophetic univer• 

aalism by adding to God 1 s unlimi t.ed power; the ooncept that all 

people a.re God• s people. Legend me it that the Synagogue came 
30 

into existence st the time of E~ekiel. This can be viewed as a 

stepping stone to God's unlimited power; the idea that the 

Synagogue could be built ainywh.Gr~& There was no need to have 

just a single sanctuary in Jerusalema Like God the synagogue was 

The Second Isaiah followed in the footsteps of EJ,ekiel. He 

re~echoed with emphasis the claims of the earlier prophets con

cerning Gode God 1§ Yahweh, there are no other god1lh Only Yahweh 

has proven tm·ough hi.storioal eve:nta that He is the Universal Gode 

The "process of change 11 in the Second Isaiah is that Israel is 

now given a mi~sionJ t"he mission of spreading the belief in the 
f°h\l. ,,~1,"eP. i l>J 

one God. ethical moro:,theiam .• , I' ' 
We have seen i.n a br:i.ef survey the "process of change" from 

Amos to the Second Isaiah. Ee.oh in bis own way was a response to 
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hi.s time. Thay wanted to bring about a complete change; a cb9.ll:lge 

that would lead to the belief of God, the one supreme powerful 

Being. They were successful sometimes, but for the most part 
,.· .... 

their success was not felt until long after the prophets had 

ceased their activity. 
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CHAPTER V 

JUDAISM'S ATTITUDE TOWARD PROSELYTES - A UNIQUE CONCEPT IN JUDAISM 

11To all who d10sire to oomie and live under the 
same law with us~ our law-giver gives a gracious 
welcome$" Josephus 

Judsiem is a veri distinct religion, and differs from other 

religions in many ways. Its hi.story is unique; nowhere in the~ 

annals of the history of the world do we find SUQh a oolleotion as 

noteworthy as that of Judaism. Judaism gave the world the Five 

Books or Moses; a book of hiator1 which is truly an outstanding 

· aooount of the early-events of', man. The language of tha people 

also has a distinguishing chara~teristio, in that it is one.of the 

oldest languages that he.a survived time. Judaism ie also unique 

in the customs it observet!I~ as part of its religious ideology$ 

In all of these, Judaism differs greatly from any of its Protestant 

or Catholic counterparts.. Uppermost in i ta distinction from the 

others ia the fa<rt that Judaism introduced ·!;he concept of' monotheism, 

the idea. of one God, t.o mank:h:id. It is the mother religion from 

.1eve~~1... , 
whl.oh :j{', other religions of the ·world were born .. 

We are all in agreement with the val:1.dity of the aforement:toned 

statements, but as we observe the history of the people we notice 

.a vast and prominent distinction in Judaism as compared to the other 

religions. In every phase of. its long history Judaism has never had 

\' 
1\ 
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a planned program fo1~ seeking oo:rnverts to 1.ts belief's; there has 
1 

never been a missionary program. 

This does not mean that converts to Judai.sm were unwelcomed~ 

to the contrary they were gratefully reoebred.. There are many 

stories in the Talmud and the Midraah which :lllustre.te this.. There 

has been the legendary law, that a rabbi, before accepting an 

appl.ioant :f.'m.• <.11:>nveraion, should refuse hi.m and send him away tbralf!l 

times. 1This we.a to impress upon hi.m the idea that oonvertiing to 

Judaism we.a not a matt.er to be takeu lightly. It is a very serious 

undertaking, because to live the lH'a of a Jew :i.e not easy. Why? 

Because there were maey restrictions and prohibi·bior1a imposed upon 
2 

·the Jew, 'both by his religion and by his secule.r envlrcmment. 

There a.:r.e two very interesting. sto1;i+)S in the Talmud «1.bout 

Hillel and Shammai. "Our rabbis taught: A oertei.ir! heathen once 

came before She.mmai and asked him, 1How many Toraba haV'e you?• 

1Two! Shamma:i replied; 'The Written I.aw and the Oral Law .. 1 'I 

bel:i.eve you. with respect ·to the Written Law, but not with respect 

to the O:ral Law. , Make me a proselyte cm condition that you teach 

me the W:ri tt.en Law only. 1 S hammai scolded him a.nd sent him away 

in anger. When this same man went before Hillel, he accept©d him 

on his 0010.dition aa e. proselyte. On the first day of his inat:r:•u.c

tic1n, Hillel taught him, iil..!Jl,. A~llh mnni~.w ~· The following 

day he taught them in the reversed order. 9But yesterday you did 

n1:>t tea.oh them to me thus, t the heathen protested. #Must you then 

not rely upon me with :reaJ.>8ot to the Oral Le;vr too,' answered Hillel. 11 
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There is the famous story also about the heathen, who approaoh~ld 

S ham.mai to b.av·o him oo:nvert him on the condit:l.011 that he teach him 

the Torah, while1 standing on one foot. Shamma.i refused; Hillel 
3 

d:i.d not. 

Both of these inoidenta poir.1t out the faot that. as far ba(jk 

as the Talmudio period, oonvert1t1 were accepted even though the1•e 

was no systemized mi.ssiomi.ry probrram. 

(' Convert.a to Juda.ism a:r.e considered as nat:l.ve born Jews. A 

0011vert is like a new born 1.nfe.r.it. Onoe an individual en\braoes 

-·. ~•.cf<·~~··-· 

the J"evd.sh rel1.gion, he no longer bears any of his other character

istics before another Jew, or before God. The rabbis taught that 

God does not. show him favoritism nor chastises him for previous 

4 
sina. If this :l.s the oase, then Jews themselves Elhould not make 

a distinction between Jews and converted Jews. A proselyte has 

the same rights and privileges as a native born Jew., He is like a 

born Jew wi.th respect to all of the aomma:ndmeuta. Even though 

Judaism welcomes converts, r10 one is permitted to force, b:dbe, or 

otherw:l.se influence an individual to convert to Juda.ism. On the 

other hand, no one :ts permitted t;o completely dissuade e. "would be 
11 

; 
001wert. 

The story is told :J.n the Midrash of a 11on-Jew who wished to marry 

a JeV1ess. The girl said, "I w:J.11 riot marry you until you convert 

to Juda.ism. 11 This is a clear case of enti.o1.ng, so the :non .. Jew a.m.~

wered 1.;ha.t he would convert to Judaism. 11I will oompel myself and 

I will oonvert, 11 he said. What ult:l.mat.ely happened was that he 
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6 
returned to his old wa:re~ Wbit do we have herel l1J tt just a 

story? No, it is a story with deep implicationa. It points out 

that oonv~ra:!.on cannot be aohieved on the baais of a promise i:n

volv:tng individual lives. This is especially· true in .Tudidemi. 

Converting to Judaism is an aot p~rf ormed by ones own undorstanding 

and willir1gness. It is not something that is oompletEid 11 cm the 

spu.1· or the momer.rt 11 • One should acm.vert. only after he has probed 

·the deeper mean:t.ngs or the religion e.nd understand.a what ad:vantageei 

such an s.ot would have foo.• him~ A perf.lon who converts on conditions 

similar to ·the ones menti.oned is oomparod il!l the Midrash to ·th® 
7 

lowest of the bee.st of burde:na, the donkey. The rabbis did not 

have much use for·talse beliefs. 

There is another example of' proselyti,sil't'.lg that the rabbis ocm .. 

oerned themselves with. He is the pi•osel;vt~, who ia compared to 

Abra.ham. Ha is the proselyte, who says, n1 will investigate every .. 

where, 11 but when he aaw the goodness of Israel he said, "When I 

will convert and I will be as one of them, then I will ent~r God's 
g 

-presence. 11 The rabbis had high regard far those who gave mu.oh 

thought to their aoticms. 

Now let us tul'n to a discussion of Judaism and oonvers:J.on 

through history. 

WJ!l-9.rX sf. ~, fr.9.\;l.J-~J!! 9i, .Q.g,,_11.,V~l'!'is.?» ~ Jllgr.d.~§!!! 

In the Bible the p:r•oblom of' converts to Judaism is discussed 

ir1 the Book of Ruth. In the story, a non ... Jewish women decided 

volunte.r:t.ly to become e. Jewess after her husband died. She elected 
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to live with her mother•:tn:..law rather then return to her own people$ 

· So virtuous was this woman that the end of the book reoorda infor

mati.on that gave her ever le.sting fame. The story oorloludes wi i;h a 

genealogy and in this geneology Ruth is placed a.a the ancEiotor of 

Jesse the father of David, King of Israel.. Ruth's mother ... in ... la.w~ 

Naomi, did not urge her; t be choice wae her ow:rn. 
tfrt /J16lu'1-1L r<!1~1ocl 

In the period immediately following, the Jewa oame into con .. 
I\ 

tact with numerous peoplee Thie period called the Hellenistic 

period covers the Seoond Commonwealth and the beginrd.ng of the 

D:i.aapora. During this period there was a strong center of Jews in 

Palestine; followed after 70 C.E. with a scattering of Jews 
9 

throughout the world. 

In this Helleni.stic period which preceded Jeaus by a numbei~ of 

years, people were looking for some form of salvation. The main 

beliefs of this time centered around the Greek culture with their 

various dieties. Jews at this ti.me undertook to teach their 

religion to other a. Some historiam1 have termed this as a m.iasi.on-

ary attempt on the part of the Jews, but history does not support 

thei.r theory. This waa merely an attempt to educate the pagan to 

the idea of one God. This was especially true in Alexandria, E'gypt 

where Jews taught. the concept of one God as a God of' ethics and 

humanism. To further their cause they ar1•a:nged to have the Bible 

t:ram1lated from HebI•ew to Greeke Sinoe it was tra.nsle:t.ed by seventy 

scribes it was called the Septuagint. This enabled them to clearly 

tee.oh the Bible to the pagan worshipperss 

.,.,;,,; -
--.. 
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Now, it. just so happened, that when th.a Jews taught their 

beliefa, those who were dbsatisfied with their pagan worship were 

attracted to Judaism. It may be for tbia reason tbe.t many call 

this a missionary attempt on the pa.rt of Jewa, but at an,y rate we 

oan saf."ely say it was not part of a plantt1ed program. There were 

however spore.die conversiorw to Judaism afl pointed out in the 

stories of Hillel and Shamm.ai. 

With the destruction of the S eoond Temple in 70 C eE. by the 

Romsna, there is a further dispersion of Jews throughout the kiuown 

world.. Now therl'J is a l~adioa.l change on ·t.he part of the Jews 

non-Jews. Now~ sinoo Judaism had been weakened so much by Roman 

subjugation, Jewa wanted to strengthen themselves from within. 

Thia atti.t.ude of not accepting converte was not alw·ays voluntarily 

impos~d by the Jews u.pom themselves. The Roman~ did not permit the 

Jews to teach thei.r belief a to other~. If any one was caught in 
10 

such an act they were put to death. These were hard times f'or 

the Jews, but it was a pe:d.00. of great progress$ Now they 

strengthened themselves from within& This wa.a the begirmi.ng of 

t.he great Talmudic period; a period or study and writing; a period 

in which the oral law was to be put down in writing in order to 

preserve it far tutu.re generationse 

The Middle Agee were also years of aupr~aed.on for the Jews® 

By this time the Ch\n•oh was in power in Europe; there were striot 

laws stating Jewa were not to aooept converts. If they did, they 
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would be severely punj.shed., However, there were exceptions to 

this. The moat celebrated ono was the mass conver~li.on of' a group 

or people in Ruaaia; who were at.traated to the Jewish belief. 

Theaa were the half-civilized Kmzara, who ca.me in contact with 
11 

Western Culture through merohante traveling in ·the area. The 

King of the KhMi~ar~ was an extremely intelligent perscm; everytim.e 

a meroha:nt vis1.ted bis village he would di.souse their religion 

with them~ Over e. period or time he talked to marol'Je.ntei of the 

Ch:r:l.st.iam, Mosilem, and Jewish religions, question:l.ng the marche.ntillJ 

aa to the ori.gin of thej.r religions. Both the Christian and Moslem 

merchants told him that Judaism was the mother religion with its 

moinotheiatic ocmoepta. After much i.nveat.igation the King of the 

KJ'Jazara led his people in convers:lon to Judaism., 

other tribes conquered them and tried to impose a new religion on 

them they fled. They left their land and all their beloingiings and 

went to Poland. The Khazars are memori.e.li~ed in a book the ~ 
by Jt\dah m ... Levi, the great Jewish poet e.nd philosopher. In the 

l\li~i~r! Judah ha-Levi, uses the atory of' the oonverslcm of the 

K~zara as a basis for a plot to develop bis philosophy• 

In modex·n times oonvert:Jiom occu.t"El most often when there is 

an inter ... marriage. Still, many oonvart to Jt-ada.ism out of a personal 

conviction and derd.re9 Reform rabbis, when converting a non-Jew 

will provide him with a plan of. study, tha.t will inoludo book~ on 

Jewish history, philosoph;r, and customs9 The rabb1. will perform the 
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rite of co1r1version only when he is oonv:tneed that the individual 

. . \ 
is oerta:'l.n of his ohoioe after studying Judsiam • 

The acoeptanoe of. oon~erta to Judaism~ like all other aspects 

welcomed, but never foroed or coerced~ 

. :~ 

s 11 
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FOOTNOTFS ON CHAPTFR V 

1. True, there have been exoept:to:ns to this.. ~'or example, the 
roroed conversion of the Idumaens by John Byroanus and the 
Itm•aeans by Ariatobolua. For a disouaa~.on or this see 
Geo1·ge Feot Moore' a ~~,mn, Harvard Universi.ty Presa~ 
Cambridge 1954, P• 336 f. 

2 * Moore, George Foot., ~~_u,m, Harvard Uni versi t1 Preas, 

Cambridge 1954, P• 333 • 
.3. Both incidents oore :reoord.od i:n the B. Talmud, She.booth )la. 

4~ Moora., op. oit., pe 334 f e 

5 • Glat•er, NahUJll. , Lectures on "Jewish l nsti t.ution• and Gust om•• 
at Brandeis Un:tverai.ty, Wal·tham, Mase., 1955 .. 

6. Tana d'Be' EliyahU, Friedman edi.tion Chapter 27, p0 146• 

7. Jp~g .. , 

10 • Moore • , m;i.,__ c;l..1 • , p • 3 51 f. • 

11$ Grazel, Solomon., ~~L.~!Jh Jewish l
1

ublioation 
Society, Philadelphia, 1950, P• 2$0 f, 
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CHAPTER VI 

JEWISH COMIVlUNAL ORGANIZATIONS 

"The law1:1 of Moslfi)S as well as the laws of Rome 
contributed suggesti.ona and impulses to the men and 
institutions, whioh were ·~o prtl~re the modern world; 
and if wa oould hav~ but eyes to see the subtle cle
ments of thought which aonatitute t~e gross substance 
of' our present habit, both as rEige.rda the aetion1 or 
·the ate.ta, we should readily discover how very much 
besides religion we OYie to the Jew. 11 

Have you eve1• stopped to thill'l.k about tho groat count:t:•;r. illll 

wbioh we live? Have you ever. wondered about its $YE.Item of govern ... 

rnent ei.oo how it begain1 I 1m au1•e that yoo have~ Many of you have 

spent endlA:ias hours iri t.he study of history and government, yet 

-how can we explain in simple terms why we have such a. great 

govex·nment.? Did it have a simple beginning that came into exi!!l ... 

teinco overnight? No, it was a long process wbicb. cll!\nged co1u1t~ntly 

to meet the nerfl!dS of om• tim10a. The constitution of the Un1.ted 
' 

Ste.tea w:i.th its twenty-two ammendmenta testifies to this fact. 

The aamr:i har9 beam truo 0£ J ewieih Communal and Ol•ganiiw.tional 

growth. Let us take a thumb .. m.il glance at these Jewish communal 

organizations tht'oughout history. 

Like all civ:tli.mtioua and early groups Judaism began iu 
l 

tribes.. When Moses led' the Jewa out of Egypt, we know there were 
2 

at least twelve Hebrew t:rtbes, and gradually as ·time went on these 
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·t.ribes combined to joi.n a monarchy under Saul, De:dd, Solomon, a.nd 

the rest of the Davidio line of Kings. Thia last.ed until. 586 B .c .. E. 

when the Jews were exiled to Babylonia.. The period of Saul and 

the Da.vidi.o Kingship that followed is known as the First Commonweal1;h; 

the per:tod aft.er the exile (5.36 B.C.E .... 70 C.E.) is known a.a the 

Second Commonwealth. 

It was during the. Second Commcmwes.lth under the Hasmonean Kings 
3 

(Maooabeea) that communal organizations emerged. In this period 

the Jews had a limited independence, but at the same time they had 

outs:tde dependents. ~t one time or an.other they wer,e a vassal 
J 4 

stat.a to the Persians, the Greeks, and the Romans. Before 70 C.E .. , 

which marked the end of the Second Commonwealth with the deatruo ... 

tio:n of ·the Second Temple, the Sanhedrin developed. This group 

was made up of seventy lee.rued men or judges. They supervised the 
5 

politi.oal aud legal make-up of' the land of Palestine. 

A:f1;er 70 C.E. there was a b1•eakdovm. in ·the J'ewish homeland. 

Palestine became a dependent of the Romans, and Palestinian Jewe 

were now Roman citiz.ens. Under Roman rule, the Jews J.ived in com"" 
6 

muni.ties and were allowed to organize as the times neoessita:t;ed .. 

Their social structure was based on the Synagogue whioh we.a noVI a 
7 

very important. a.specrt of their Jewish life. All the Jews in a 

s1ngle community were orgard.zed under one rulil'lg body; they ap

pointed tax collectors to take care of the taxes for the Emperor 

and for the support of their ovm community. The community organi"' 

zations thr.ough its leaders served as the connecting link between 
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Rome and the Jewa. 

These num~rous con_ununi1;ies which were spread throughout the 

entire Roman world were each independent of the other. There was 
9 

no interoommunal bond. This had favorable as well as unfavorable 

points. Favorable, beoause it. allowed for ea.ch area to develop 
11!0... • 'ihfl t 

freely aocorcU.ng to the ultimate needs of es.oh~ ~Me'fhi1"1overall 

m1if'ication would not have permitted, this. Unfavo1•able, because 

it left the Jews in a weakemed oonclition SilAUA:f:!. there was no bond . 
of attachment othe:t· ·!;hen language and their comm.on religion in the 

midat of a Christi.an world. Ee.ch oommwtf.ty took oar.a of all thE> 
l.O 

political, economic, and religio'.lla needs of' its mem'bers. 

In each aomm.un:i.ty the1•a were a number of institu:t;.ions which 

sex·ved the members: 

1) § .. o,hqg,l: the eduaat:i.cm of the children was left, e:rrtirely 

up to the community, and the teachers were supported from funde 

oolleoted; therefore it was considered a great privilege to bet 

able to attend sc;hool .. 

2) ~B.9~= ea.oh oommunity l'.ed at least one synagogue de ... 

pending upon its sime. In the synagogue watJ the Bet Ha ... Midrash 

(house of study) for higher education. The head of the synagogue 

was not the rabbi, aa is the preaent•day custom, but rather the 

Parne.s (the pres:ldent) $ The rabbi was a scholar, a teacher, a.ml a 
11 

judge of J ewieh law, who earned hi.s 11 ving by practicing a trade. 

3) filllrl-i?= this was one of the first organlmationa to de-
12 

velop in the community. Since these were hard ti.mes to earn e. 

·-~·"?HF··. -. -_,_.-, .. ~..,,, 'fE"t•""' -~-::........:..-
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living poverty flourished. It has been the policy of' the Jewish 

community to aid the impover:l.ahed, in ordex• to keep them from 

becoming a burden upon the government." Fund.a were collected regu ... 

lar~ and those who were in position were expected to ~ontribute3 

One interesting feature of these charitable organ:i.ze.tiona we.a that 

they were :non-seotarlan; anyone in :need was offered help. 

4) IDl,Ei~!Q: the area that the Jewiah populaM.on oooup:tad in . 

each aity was enclosed within a wall.. It was the re~ponsibilit;r 

of the comro.uni.ty to take care of the street~ and to build a gate 

which was to be i0losed at· a specified time every lt!tven:l.ng. This· 

prohillited Jews from leaving the area af'ter dark~ The Ghetto aitu ... 

at:i.on placed the Jewa in a preoarioua pos:i.tion. It limited their 

activity and ability to intermingle with other people$ Yet, in a 

way, the Ghetto played a big part in the su.1•vival of the J®w ........ 

it created a feeling of togetherness, and with the Syt!agogue to 

com.fort him, he felt that thex•e we.a still hope. The Ghetto per ... 

mittad the Jew to live ae a Jew in a non-Jewi.sh enviro1nment~ 

'l'he Community also maintained various institutions necessary 

for everi"aay life. These inoluded the cemetery~ a ri.tual bath, 

a alaughter:tng·house, a hall for weddir.iga, and a bakerya All C)f 

these were e:xtremely neicesea.ry for anr ·eelf contained Jewish. 
13 

Oommuni ty • 

. Two §.»!9i.!l .Lllltt4jj~!Qm 9f. i.l!! ~l!.~ 
14 

1) '1411 QQ....Uli: each commu.rn:i:t;y had its own Law Court. The 

main f'uncti~n of this court, unlike the ootU'ts or today, we.a to 
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rul9 on matters of religion and religious praotioea. The rabbi 

served as a member of the court, but was not a spiritual leads'.f' 

in the way that we think of a rabM. today. He was the lawyer for 

the court e · He signed bis name on all legal documents a.a 11The 

Father of the Coda of taw .. 11 

'l1he Commurd.ty Court was made up of not less then three judges 

who :received no remunarat:i.on for theil" aervio~s$ Aocieptanoe of 

payment d1.sqwalif:1.ed them., They, like all rabbis of' the peri.od, 

earned their living through a trada,1l1~f only· served the Jewish 

Community and did not sit in judgme»Jlt in oases of capital punieh-

m.ent. Theae cs.sea were handled by the government courts. Usually 

the cases bro'llght before it concerned f'e.mily', minor criminal 

offense$, and matters of religious concern. Criminal otfenses 

were fev1 and :t'ar betweeh because there we.a at:d.et mo:ra.li ty 

· instituted through the s·l:.udy of Torah and by communi.ty pr0ss'Ul"e • 

Tb.a onfy punishments the cam.·ts he.11ded down were imprisonment in 
~ .-·15 

looal j~ila or a certain number of le.shes supervised by a pbysioian. 

The idea behind this punishment was to reestablish order. It was 

~ustomary for the judges to shake 'b.e.nda with the parson punished iin 

order to shov1 publicly there was no hof5.f:.il l:t_}" shown to the prison<:ir. 

2) I.he~: the origin of the Synagogue is clouded in 

obscurity. The service was made up of commu11.al participators ..... no 

loroger lead by a priest. Legend states that the syn~gogue oame 

. into being during the Babylonian exile (about 586-536 B.C.E.L I·!; 

introduced a new mode of worship through prayer and not animal 
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aaorifioa; individual prayer was more meaningful for the average 

person then sacrifices; and prayer removed the mystical air of 

the prieat acting as intermediary between God and the people. 

The structure of the synagogue building always took on the 

ohs;raoteriatic of the period or the locale.. For ex.ample, during 

the Roman period a synagogue would be described in the following 

way: it was modeled a:f'ter the Basilica. Thi.s means that it con .. 

te.ined two rems of oolumns sepa.re.tf!ld by a big ball (the sanctuary). 

The sy·nagogue was always built so that it!l Ark faoed east. 

The ::reacU.ng of the Torah was the only service that needed the skill 

of a rabbi; and other then this, the rabbi was secondary. The 

Torah was read every Satibath following either the Babylonian cycle 

(complete 1rorah read in one year) o:r the Palestinian cycle (complete 

Torah read in three years}. 

In the synagogu.es of the D:baspora (which included al.l area.ti 

where Jews lived outside of Palestine), certain ornamanta and items 

of ritual observances used in the Temple in Jerusalem were not 

uJ.1ede Thia we.a done so that the Temple of Jerusalem would never 

be im:ltated or forgotten; but would be remembered a.a _it was. 
' 17 

P'-I~J..J>.m.ne.n.ti .P~ .• #0.9.1-J. ... .§ o~]i.E!! JA..ibe J !'I~ 

Since Jewiah life after 70 c .• E. was no longer ce:nt.er.ed 1.n 

Palestine but in the DLe.apor·a, the community life of' Jews grew 

and progressed. New areas of organizations evolved in order to 

satisfy the needs of the people, and as a reault many types of 

.I 
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societies were fotmded$ The local Jewish societies played a very 

important role in the communities where Jews settled. As time went 

on these societies served as the connecting link between communities, 

and were part of a larger communal organization. As a result they 

were under looal control, and bad no power of taxation. They were 

dependent only on the contributions that were given voluntarily by 

its members, and maintained certain laws, that if violat®d, were 

punishable by severe finEls or even communal expulsion. This had a 

very serious. effect sotlia1Ji 'and economically~ Theae soioieties, 

specializing in activities that were close to its members' hearts, 

created a communal spirit among the ma.sssa more effectively than 

the offioial oommun:i.ties could,. 

These numerous societies oan be classi.fied iir:rto f oUl' groupi;i 

within the community itself: religious, educational, charitable, 

and occupational needs. In smaller communities two or more of 

these activities were handled by one society since a small community 

could not support multiple societies. 

Religious associations were usually found in all oommu.nit.ies 

and their membership was e.lways exceptionally largea They maintained 

a synagogue, usually suf'fio:tent in size to aooomodate all the m10m ... 

bers. The members of looal societies came from many different 

oou.ntries and as a result the ri tuala were dif'f'erent. This led to 

·· the formation of: msey congregations, and very often' dif'ferent 

congregations used the same building for worship. 

This breaking up of communal activity made great headway in 

.. ~ 
\·, 
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the Turkish communities after the mass migration of Sephardic Jews 

1.n 1492. Many independent organizations and cong;regat.ions were 

formed. A few congregational. leaders t1•ied to prevent the f'orma.

'tion of so many ooltlgrege:tions by pledging amongst themselves to 

:i;n-event further subdivision, but this proved f'uti.le. 

This aame situation existed to some ext.ant. in Central and 

Eastern Europe w:ith even indi.viduals maintaining places of worahipe 

Attempts were ma.die to make all this justifiable. Some oongi•ega:t;ionf$ 

in Central Europe adopted a compromise, that one ~ynagogue building 

be erected by the wholi~ Jewish oommunity. Thia synagogue was to 

have ·the full 11saored oharactar 11 , wh:tle ·~he other places of worahi.p 

w<.ruld be regarded as semi-private dwellings. This was all good 

on paper but at the time or worship the synagogue remained empty 

while the aemi~privato dwellings were filled to capaoity. 

More specialized religiou1:i functions were taken over by ·the 

bu1l?ial s.saociatio.rt1a which a.rose in large oom.muni t.iea. These organ-

izatlons oame into being independently :ln Spain in 1.32.3 and in 

Germany in l.329. They were organized along fraternal l:inea ~ Later 

·~hose societies turned philanthrophio$ offering services graciously 

to both rich and poor. Thay beiaame known as 11 boly associat.ions or 

loving ki:ndnasa." Soon oommuni ties of all sizes had burial 

assooiatione .. 

Mystic Assooiationa of Cabalil3t and Sabba:tians whJ.oh were responsi

ble for the development of a speoial mode of life and the cultivation 
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of llzy'Stio lore e They were secret soo:l.eties and aa a resul'~ U.ttl@ 

is known about thei:r relation to other communal associations. 

In medieval Spa.in we no·te the beginnil!lg of the most signifi-

cant educational institution of the Jewish commmoi·ty~ the IAJJ.!ltm"' 

Iml\!J• Prior to ·this, educational facilities were in the control 

who could not afford to send their children to private tutors; 

others maintail!'.led aohools for adult education under ·the direction 

of the coirununal rabbi. Most of these aaaociationa had for111al la'IUJ 

of their own which outlined purpose and policye 

As a result of the Crusades a large number of ~baritable 

assooiatioins developed all over Eur.ope. This development was aleo 

attributed to the growth of w:.tderp:r.i·v-:lleged groups, and this growth 

came about aa a result of the increasing economic dift•erences among 

the classes and the rise in the standard of li'ving. 

Charitable asaoo1.ations wore founded in Spain as far back as 

1266. Later they beoame very common and were found in all communi• 

ties where there were groups of Jews. These Jewish "houses of 

mercy, 11 as they were called, offered such services as visiting and 

oari~g for the sick, and aiding in the burial services of the needy. 

In the beginning ot the seventeenth century Italy took the 

lead in oharitable asaooie.tionse Now they provided clothing, food, 

and shelter. Some went as far as to supply a minimum. dowry and 

trousseau to needy brides •. These associations ware supported onlq 

on what they received in donations, and since there were ao many of 
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these organizations striot lawa had to be enforced aa to how they 

were to make theit• oolleotio~ ao a.a to avoid competition., 

The eighteenth century, a 11oentury of beggary, 91 showed a very 

extensive e:x.pair.udon of Jewish philanthropic sooieties. This wae 

attributed to the growth. of Hu1nanita:rianism, decl:tne in the powe1·ei 

of :the Chm•oh, suffering caused by warJJ al!'ld the transformation of 

living brought about by the Commercial and Industrial Revolutio:m.1. 

The developmt3:n1:¢.'fhegreat nwnber of the oooupat:toraa.l assooia .. 

tions of Jewish craftsmen was due to the economic sel.f interest 

among Jews~ These organizations were established along the order 

of the medieval guildse They were established in countries of mass 

Jewish settlement, such e.a England, France, aoo Poland. The h:tstory 

of Jewish guilds goes back as far as the Talmudic period when such 

associations regulated the -economic way of life. 

Under Leo VI (695 of ·the Byzantine Empi·re) the Jewish guild 

system oo:ntiraued to grow. The Jewish guilds now inoluded money 

lenders, bankers and olothia:rs.. At this time all guilds admH;tad 

Spread of Islam halted the gi·owth of guilds in the Byzantine 

Empire. Beginning with the ninth century (C .E .• ) trade asaociatiorm 

of s.11 kinds spread throughout the Moslem world, with the 11inf'idels 11 

Christians and Jews allowed only to belong to the guilds of baukinge 

This was in accordance with the Moslem canonical prohibit.ion of 

usury (money lending). 

More is known about Jewish professional assooiationa in Spain 

-~I -
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and Italy during the medieval period$ Aa ·the result of such a 

large Jewish population in these two countries they.had to utilize 

all oppor·tunitiea that were left open to them by the government. 

Such associations go back as far as the fourteenth century in Spain 

when Pedro IV confirmed the status or the Jewish cobblers' guild ) 

and as far baok as the tweitth oentury in Ital:y. 

'l'he highest development of Jewish gu:t.lds occurred in Poland as 

a result or the rapid increase in Jewish population, and beoauae 

·aa.~wera excluded from Christian guilds on oompetitive and religioua 

grounds. The latter i•eason was probably the more reaporu1ible f'or 

the re.p1.d growthe The eighteernth century Jewish guilds included 

tailors, goldsmiths, lace makers, plumbers, tanners, barbers, 

weavers and furriers. 

European Jewish society departed far from the ways of the 

a.ccoepted Talmudic pattern& This wa.s stimulated by the SUI"1~ounding 

lh·ing and environmental conditiona. The :foundations of theae 

ve.rioua associations were of great signif'ioanoa and were an in'lalu ... 

able supplement to the activities of the co1nmunity. They provided 

an ou:tlet for the accumulated enerl'J" that otherwise would have been 

wasted. Aleo, they were a valuable asset in causing the improvement 

of the conditions of ·the Jewish People. 

I.he F~DlfJ .. ,.Qf,. Jewish,,,,,C.S?»!imanal Orga~,Jationa ~l'Ltlfe .. Pt~Ueg ~taty 

The early American Jews, who were responsible for the develop

ment of organizations ilt1 this country, bad tremendous foresight,. 

·1 
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They instituted an orgo.nizational set-up that was to serve the needs 

of what waa to be the largest Jewish couununity in the mid ... tweintieth 

century.. They- d:l.d not plan onU.y for their own timers but f'or the 

future. America was a land that welcomed new settlers; and Jewa, 

because they were being persecuted in every country tln~oughout 

Eui~ope, took advantage of this welcome~ 

The Jewish community in the United States split into tbreie 

groups; Qr;thodpx, C2naex:y1tu~ and J:!efom. 

The 01.~thodox segment of Judaism is comprised ot those Jewa, who 

follow the traditional approach. They follow the strict laws of 

traditional Judaism as laid dowri in the Bible. There are many iooe• 

pendent Orthodo:ic o:rg:an1.zations made up of rabbis and corngregations. 

The largest is th~ Union of Ol·thodox Jewish Congregations, estabp 

lished in 1902~ which opera.tea the Yeshi·va College il!l New York 
18 

City~ There are about twenty five hundred Orthodox Cong.i•egationa 

varying in size. 

Conservative Judaism accepts the laws in tho aama manner as 

does Orthodoxy. They do, however, make :slight modificationa to fit 

the needs, the times, e.nd the oonditiona e They are for the most 

part more interested in historic Judaism rather than the strict 

observances of the Orthodox tradition. A Conservative congregation 

can fall anywhere in between being strictl1 Orthodo~, or Reform. 

Congregations will wry as to practioej oustoms, and ritualfh The 

main organization of Conservative Judaism is the United Synagogue 

of America, established in 1913$ This branch of Judaism operates 
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the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York City for the training 
19 

or its rabbi.a. 

The third branch of American Jews is the Reform movement. 

This is a movement which fits the Jewish religi~n to the times. 

They, who are Reform Jews, are interested in pre8~rving Judaism so 

that it has meanil!lg for modern Jews living i:n a modern worldw The 

Reform movement supports the Union of Amarioan Hebrew Congregations, 

T~e Central Conference of American Rabbis, and the Hebrew Union 
!IL .!.e1Nif.f 1tjj! y . 

College - Jewish Institute of' Religion fo1~ the trs.in1ing of its 
(\ . 

rabbis. All three of these cirganizatio!!ls of Reform were fouim:led 

by Isaac Mayer Wise at the end of the nineteenth century. 

From these three branches of Judaism there stems many organi• 

zationa which all three suppu~ts 

Am,t;}ti.si&tn. l,e.wisb Cogwit~§,1: This organization established in 

1906 he.a as its purpose the job of safe~guarding civil and religious 

rights of Jawa at home and abroad. It ia a non•zionist organization, 

that represents American Jews in the outside world in time of need. 

&mel!;tcan, JeJt.itJp, CQIWf\tU!§: Organimed in l9HS"' dibJ funetio~ in 

much the ea.me way as the Amerioa.n Jewish Committee. The differemoe 

is that it te1'lda to W.ve strong zion1stio leanings. 

Iba. UiJ~·~s.Q...l!w;t~ll !m?!!J.s A :fund-raising organi20ation which 

supports all major Jewish e.nd~~vors in this country and elaewhera. 

This organization boasts of the graa.teat representation of Jews, 

and it solicits funds once a year on a National level$ There are 

additional organizations too numerous to meir:iM.on. 
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One is able to learn from the aforementioned that Jews were 

also· capable and able to oara for their own needs and find solu-

tions to their own problems. The1•e never was unanimity in the 

Jewish t:\et•tg1q1f:;; there was always room to permit di.f'ferences of 

opinion. Institut.ions were developed to meet the needs o£ the 

Jews. 

· What has happened to this organizational set-up over the 

years? They ware created to serve the needs of the Jewish oommu.n ... 

it;r. For the mot.1t part thaae organizations throughout history 

followed a lfproceas of change. 11 Institutions that were organized 

in the earlier period, were modified to fit the conditions. Some 

of them went out of existence or were replaced by new institutions. 

No matter where Jews lived, they always had soma form of an organ ... 

""' ' i~e.tional set,.,up to take care of the needs of the Jewish community. 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE INSTITUTION OF' PRAYER IN JUDAISM AS A PROCESS OF CHANGE 

11The Bo©k of traditional Jewish prayer ia a 
trea.sure ... trove ot devotion. · Though non ... canoni.oal in 
oh9.racter, it bears the stamp of the same creatfuve, 
religious genius which iroottoed tho Psalms and the 
prayers scattered through the histori.oa.1 and proph
etic books of the Bible •••• as the Bible rendered the 
Jews a 'People of the Book 1 , the Daily Prayer Book 
makes them a people of piety." · 

Dr. Samuel Cohon 

In our second chapter we discussed what we meant by Judaism 

our own lifatimc-i, in oUt' education, in a ceremoey·,. and in the 

Reform Prayer Book. Now let us go baok in history before the 

Reform prayer book or any other prayer book was published. How 

did prayer begi.n and how did it change throughout history? 

Origi.nally, as ment:l.oned above, there were no suoh things as 

congregational prayers in the days of the Temple. Only ·an:tmal 

sac:rif'i<JEI· was utilized by the people through the Temple pt'iest to 

appease Goo. r·t was only after the final destruction of the '.Vomple 
av+ 

that prayer took the place of ei:aorifica for all J ewa. /1 l.et us not. 

get ahead of ourselves; let us b~Ji:N wt~·1:1;~· it'he:1J!IV4.y Biblical 
~l/\ld ff',Cl.f.:e P(Mft!I" 1 · 

period/\down to our own times. 

We can safely assume that prayer, as a segment of Teligion, · 
2 

is one or· its ol.dtiat institutiona. No religion· 1a without some 

form of prayer. Man prays when ha is lonely and seeks the ·comfort 

of the n~arness of God; he prays when he wants to give thanks to 
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God for good fortune; and be prays when he feels guilty of a sin 

of whioh only God oan forg.ive. Throu~hout htBtory prayer ha.a 

,raised ma~ to a father-son relationship with God, 

It might surprisEl you to know that the Bible (the entire Book\ 

not just the Fi.ve Books of. Moses) co:ntaina an exte:nsiV'e collection 

of the prayers of' individuals, of' priests, of prophets, and or 
kings. In fact, the entire Book of Psalms is one of the f:i.:nest 

a.r1d most mov:tng colloctions tlf' prayers by :tnCJ,ividuals. In the 

Bible there is no mention of prayer having a fixed ti.me (morning, 
3 

noon, night) until the Book of Daniel ln the period af'te:r ·l;he Exile. 

Prim:• to thi.s, :tn the Bible, prayer was on an individtl.al basis; 

whenever a pe1·son f'elt the need -he prayed a Moses was such an indi-

vidual, as was Harmi;th, the mother of Samuel, 1:,.~lf»d·; 1 i:,1"t David and 

Solomon. 

As men-~ioned earlier, the beginning of the inst:l tut.:l.on of 

prayer oan bo traced t·o the time of the Babylonia.in Exile. W'ey? 

Beoa.use during thia period many of the fo:rma of pulllic worshi~ 

whioh had existed befor~, were no longer possible due ·l;o the destruo

t:ton of the Tf~mpla. Since ptl.blio sacrifioes were :no longer available 

there arose a strong desire on the part of the individual Jew to 

be in closer contact, with God. This was especially true after the 

prophet Jeremiah told the people that they aould worship their God 

in other lands. Prayer beoame a daily ritual of l:l:fe; three timoe 

a day the Jew offered his prayers to God; three times a day to 

correspond to the ·~hree daily sacrifices performed when the Temple 

I 

I 
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was standing .. 

This custom did not originate as s. daily event until after 

the Exile. This assumption is based upon the Daniel refereno9, a 

poat ... axilic book. There the f'ollowing action is reoo:rded about 

Daniel, "And his windows being opened in his chambers t·owa1•ds 

Jeruaal~m, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day and prayed 

and gave thanks before Hie God •• •" (Dani1el 6sll). 

During the rabbinic period the rabbi, in order to stress the 

importance of these three prayer periods, aasoci~ted each time of 

prayer with one of the patriarchs. The morning prayer wss origin .. 

ated 111 Ab:irah&m, the af'terr1oon prayer by Iaaao, and ·!;he evening 
4 

prayer by Jaoob0 

To tu11der$te.nd the growth of prsy01~ it is neceaaary for 'i.m to 
, ti?.~tniw 
1~emember 'Jf.'.i' events which ·took place in Jewish History1 ·too Exile, 

the destruction of the two Temples~ amt the Diaspora. Without 

these events there would mwe been no niaod :for. individual and con-

gregational praye:r~ The de.st:ruct:tona and the Exile had left its 

marka on the remaining Jews; they felt that little remained, since 

God had forsakem them. Prophets like Jeremiah, E.izekiel, and the 

Second Isa,iah, informed them otherwise$ E~ekiel, fal' instance~ 
5 

would hold regular meetings with. the Jews of the :m:xileG At these 

meetings, he would read the servioe that accompanied the aacirif'iroes 

in t.he Temple at. Jerusalem. Eventually tho sessions became more 

and more regular. Gradually these meetings came to be held every 

Sabbath and f'esti·ve.1, and those groups became worshippers with the 
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prophet as their leader. 

As time went on, these assemblies were not forgot·t;en. When 

tho people returned to rebuild the Temple under· Ezra (after 

536 B.C.E.) they did not forget these assemblies. They became 
6 

pe1•ioos of atucl~ for int01•pretation of the Scriptures. These 

periooei of study were follrowed by a worsld.p service. Th6 building 

where these meetings were held was called 11plaoss of assembly, tt 
7 

(Bat ba•Kenasaeth in Hebrew and Synagogue in Gi•eek) •. 

The synagogue had auoh an impact that its influ.anoa we.a felt 

wherever there was a oomim.u1ity of Jews. By tho time of the destrul(]• 

tion of the Second Temple in ?O C.E., syna.goguoa were lo©ated 
8 

throughout the known world. The synagogue is reapemsfble for the 

development of the word of mouth· as a replacement for animal 

sacrifioes,. 

Another important innovation of the synagogue was that anyone, 
9 

learned and respecrl.;ed by others, could lead the service. No longer 

did a priest have the importance he once held in the days of the 

Temple. 

The 11Mein of the Gree:~ Assembly" carried on the work of Ezra 
10 

after the return from the Babylonian Exile e They set down the 

outline upon which all prayer was to be 001u1tructed. These mGn 

realized tha:t the aervice should pt•imarily be congregational, not 

individualistic in framework. The prayers always were written in 

tho plural; "We lm.v~ sinned .. -. 11 , "We thank Thee ... 11 or 
11

We ask 
11 

'1' hee 0 Lord • $ • " .. 
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For many centuries there never was a collection or a set 

order of prayers. Ironic~lly this did not even ooour in Palestine. 

After the destruction in 70 C.E~ a large, prosperousj and well . 

educated Jewish community developed in-Babylonia. This community 

of Jews auppO:t"ted two academies of learn:1.ng, Sura and Pumbaditha.~ 

The hea~ of these academies (The Ge.on) were learned men and inter ... 

prated QJ'ewish law for all the Diaspora. They attempted to solve 
12 

a.11 problems presented to them by Jaws from ~11 countries.· They 

would set down rules concerning ritual matters, interpretations or 
Biblical commandments, and OU:stoms~ lt we.a the Gaon Na.tronai in 

the ninth oentui .. y who made the first attempt to compose an organ:lmed 
13 

prayer book$ Natronai had bean asked by a Spanish congregation 

for some form of an organized service. We do not know· too much 

~'jll/r.;l.f!, 
know of' its existence :!it• t r; it is mentioned in later Rabbinic 

th'1i-' 
Literatui•e and.

1
some of' its prayers are found i:n h.ter p:t•ayer books .. 

The first complete order of service was written by another 
14 

Gaon, Amran11 a disciple 'of Natro:nai. This prayer book is often 

referi1•ed to as the predeoesaor of all prayer booka$ It formo the 

basis upon which all aubseque111t books were writ.ten. The prayer book 

of Amra.rn .riot only had a uomplete year ... round set"Wioe, but also a 
1; ' 

running oommentary on the prayers. The prayer book continued to 

expand in use and went through many revisions at the hands of Saadla 

Ga.on, Raahi and Maimo:nidies., 

Each o~e of these prayer books represent.Sa link in the history 
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of Jewish worship; and each prayer book was written and compiled 

to fit the needs of the time. As conditions of the Jewa ohang~d, 

the prayer book was revised and enlarged. 

Hebrew prayer in no way shows evidence of magic. It serves 

as a teohn:i.que by which the Jew may _pray from bis soul. For thia 

most part. the pr~yers were wri t·ten in Hebrew. Gradually the 

prayers were trall'uJhted into everyday language, and Reform Judaism 

has translated moat of the Hebrew prayers into E:ngliahe Thie has 

enabled .the 001'lgrega.nta to u11derstand more fully what is incor .. 

porated in th~ prayers. 

As tim~ went on and Judaism baoame divided into three distinct 

groups, each composed its Owtl order of service. Before the Central 

Cord'erenoe of American Rabbis published the first Union Prayer Book, 

it was customary for noted rabbis to compose their own p!lC'ayer book~ 

Such prayer boo.ks were Wise• s P4j.nhag: Amet!S\~ and Einhorl!l' a ~ 

I!J.]111.~. The Union Prayer Book continues the tradition of ·the 

a:noient service. Its purpose was to t:r.y and bring the individual 

person into the se1·vioee Other prayo:r books :1.n use did not give 

the worshipper a sincere feeling for the prayerso 

The Jewish prayer book ins not been tho work of one. person, 

but it has developed with the Jewish pe~ple wherever they lived. 

The import~u1t tM.ng about the prayer book is that it gave the Jews 

outside of Palestine in the Dis.spo:r~ something by whlch they could 

hold on to their faith and beliefs no matter what befell them. 
f'/.Pt?<IS.~et! 

The prayer book was not something arM.f'io1sl, but rather the hopes 
' ~ 
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of a people. It constantly underwent ohs.ng-1$. Some prayers were 

even eliminated when they no longer held any meaning. The prayer 

book has surely b;:g ~'10{/F~g!ss of change". 
16 
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CHAPTER VIII 

CONCLUSION 

11.A nation. u ,;whioh has wi tneaaed the r:tse and 
deoay of the moat ancient empireo, and whioh still 
oon~;iri:uaei ·to hold its placa in the preseint day, 
deserves •••• the olooeat attention." Heinr:l.oh Graet.21 

The objective or teaohing history should be underatar1diing. It 

should be more t'ha.n an aooumulat:ton of data in a chro:nologi.cal or

der. The effective:naes of suoh a teclmtque in the one-day ... e,-weak 

Reform religious school has proven to be of little ef.:f'eot.. The 

primary concern Dao boon to tesoh the child through "P"rrot-taahl.on•, 

that a partioule.:r event ooour:red~ There has not been~ for the moat 

pert, any attempt to instruct the child i~ such a VIAY as to' provide 

him with a tool for unde1•f1tand1.ng bist.ory. It bMl only been re"" 

cent).y tbat e. now approach wa• introduced; a child centered approe.ch 

to teach.ling in the Reform religious eohool. The Department of' 

.Jewish Religious Education at thiei Hebrew Uni.on College ... Jewish 

Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, under the direction of Rabbi 

Syl""n D, Sclomrt•man, Ms in the past foW year• developed several 

texts to be the basis of a new chi.lei h1tene~1'. curriculum; a. curr:l.<.m .... 

lum that wi.11 inatruot the child in 1:1uch e. me.nr1er t~t h!is religim.11.s 

education wilJ. be of greater ""lu• to him, because it is interesting 

and fits into his daily· life. 
Such is the case with the teaching of Jewi.sh history if' we 

are to expect our children tio retain wmt they are taught in 
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religious school. Our Jewish history cm•r:'!.oulum must create in 

the child a desire to know the answer to several bas:l.o questions i 

1) How io;:,t:6 I am what I am? 2) Why study history, especially 

Jewish hiator;r1 .3) What are we today as a result of four thousand 

years of' uninterrupted history? 4) How do we :relate to the past? 

5) Whe.t does the future hold for the continua:bion of Judaism? 

All of these are questions which will undoubtedly be raised in the 

m1.nd of. the child, H' he is provided wit.h the correct tools, more 

specifi.c:all.y the correct texts. It is the purpose of this theed.a 

to work :b.1 tha:t di:Ir.•eetion by prov:tding the be.s~.a for & te::itt, which 

will lead the child through J(ilw:i.sh history via the topical approooh. 

In developing thla text, the author used as bis bas:l.s the idea 

that Judaism throughout its history bas u:rnde1·gona a continual 

11pt•ocass of change". Tlrl.s "process of criange 11 in Judaism is -similar 

to the changes that occur in ones own lifetime, such as in the city 

where one lives, as well as in the educational system. Judaism, 

l.ikav1ise, has unde:r•go:ne c'.banges. l't; was polnted out that the f'as·ti ... 

val of Pesa.ch, as we obser·ve it ·today, is the comb:b1ation of two 

separate festivals. The prayer book, also has undergone a change, (t./jd 

the Union Prayer Book \>ltY<.!_: the result of this continual proooss. 

Basically, this thesls has as :t.ts main purpose to show that Judaism, 

as we know it today, has undergone a continual 11 pi•oeess of change" 

to fit the needs and the times of the people. 

For the mo13t pa.rt this idaa he.a been oa:r•ried through the thesis. 

For instance, in ·the chapter on anti-Semitism,, it waa shown that 

I 

I 
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by tracing the history of Jews in a given period, specifically the 

Medieval Period, certain phenomenon could be labe~ed as causing 

anti-Semitie eruptions. Invariably anti...Semitio c:mtbreska al.ways 

came about as a result of the economic situation. When the economy 

\'9etS good, things went well with the Jewa; when the eoorlomy was in 

a low state, then anti...Semitiam broke outa Anti~emitism, then 

underwent a "process of ohange 11 to fit the neads. It was al11·ays 

prevent, but in a latent form, ready to be called out as a m.EB na to 

divert the anger of the masses from the deolin:tng am·plus, by 

blaming all the economic trouble cm the J'ews. 

In ·t.he chapter dealing with the Prophetici Movement, the Goo 

conoept oi' the prophets we.a dj.scussed briefl.:1 i:n its developme_nt 

;from a God of a single group of people to a national God, to a 

universaliatie concept, with all people being Goo's people, rm 

mat·ter who they are or where they lived. 'fhe oonoept of' God orig ... 

inated with Amos e.e a "pariah" God to be worshipped only in Pa.les

·bine and oonoludea with Ezekiel sa a Goo or all people able to be 

worshipped in all land.a. 

One of the greatest. phenomenona... of Jewish history is that 

-t"hec:reas }l~still in existence after having u.ndergone constant per"" 

aeouticm and subjugation. The communal orge.niza.tioinal system or 

Jews throughout. history is partly responsible for this survival. 

As t:tmea warranted, ve:riou21 organ:J..zat:lons ~nd societies arose 

within the Jewish oommunity to f~it the needs of the people as they 

went thl.·ough "processes of change". Charitable, and burial 

";•,:,._,_ .. -... , 
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socii!ltiea, sohoole, synagogues, bake:d.es, be.th houses, all".ld slaughter

hout!le~ wore as.ch developed because the Jews wore .foroed to live in 

theil~ own restricted oomun:v.nitiee. As cond:ttlons fc:J!' the Jew!';! 

changed~ some of these orge.niza:tiomi olot110d their doors o:r were 

inom~porated into ano:the1• larger aganoy or replaced by a new system. 

Jews hava always managed to cope with their needs that were e re~ 

sult of the "process of' ohange11 in their living situatlOll'.lEh 

When the Jews were forced to live thefa· lives w:tthout inter .. 

mi-ngling with the rest of the population it etre1r1gthened them .. 

Duriltlg thesie oord times Jews' were prohibited from teaching their 

belie:tli'to non ... J®wa. A closer look at Jude.ism and the seeking of 

oonver·ts will point out ·tm,t the Jewa !\'.lever had a planned m:tssionary 

program.. Trm~~ t,l'J.ere have been exam.plea or forced convel."sion ·to 

Judaism, but theae wer(~ so few that ·tf1~f1dl) n.o~ :heiMd•:·P, re,cJl.1111c e. 

to what soma scholars say who bel:l.eve tlm.t Judaism had s program 

a 11pl"ocesa of change, 11 the idea of seekl:ng converts was alte1~ed e 

Je\l'S welcomed converts to theilL" religion, but :never have ·&hey foroad, 

bribed or coerced them. 

Chapter Seven, wh:loh :ta the final chapter of the text, traces 

the dervelopment of the word of mouth as a means of ientreating God 

from the aac:rif:toes of ·the Temple, to the ~:f.ilJ.b ... pJ.mk.2.m .. b..tP® 
.q;..J evet11-/.<.IALL ~ 

of the exilo, to the Union Prayer Book of ·today. Prayer is one of ,, 
the oldest of' rel:tgious i:natitutiona., ·;li'.'.b:. oame into being beoause 

Judaism underwent a 11 prooesa of change"; a "process or change" 
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f'ecpJ. e... 
which ru; longer permit·ted th"'.if to offer sacrifices in the Temple 

at Jerusalem, for which prayer becamia a sullati't;ute $ 

This thesis has been developed with the i.ntention that i'l:o will 

ores.ta in the child of the Reform. 1•011.gious school the desire to 

familiarize b.tmael:f with the history of his paople, eo that ho will 

be better equipped to understand ·the "process of' obange
11 

that hae 

transpired, and therefore be able to deal more eftect1vel.y with the 

problems that will confront hi.m as a modern American Jew., 

. I 

I 
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