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'l'HESIS DIGEST 

With conditions as they were in Europe in the 18th and 

19th centuries, many Jews, representing both the Ashkenazic 

anc1. Sephardic tradi t:ions, turned their eyes tmrcTard the new 

v.rorlCl.. in the hope of finding freedom. Thane JeTrJB if,rho made their 

homes in the ne1i.r v.rorld did .. not T~raste any time in o:rganiz.ing them

selves into a Je-v.rish community. Coming from organized Jevrish 

communities which afforded them every opportunity to identify 

themselves with Judaism, they wanted as soon as possible to 

set up the same environment here in America. 

Before 1824· all congregationB that had been formed in 

America by the newly arriving immigrants were Orthodox and 

follorrred the Sephard.ic tr•acli tion 1rri th the exception of Rodef 

Shalom of Philadelphia which followed the Ashkenazic tradition, 

The oldest congregation in the United States is the Beth Elohim 

Congregation of Charleston, s. C., founded in the year 1738. It 

·~ms -vri thin thi.s community toot the fir•st vi. bra tions against 

strict Orthodoxy were felt. This vibration ~anifested itself 

in the 11 Reformed Society of Israeli tes 11 in the year 1824. 'l'his 

Society fa:l.led as .,,e shR.ll see in the chapter dealing with the 

Jewish Community of Charleston, s. c. The first congregation 

that organized itself as a Reform congregation was the Har Sinai 

of Baltimore, Md., in the year 1842. 

This thesis deals lpYi th the development of Reform Judaism in 

several of the more important communities, as far as Reform 

Judaism is concerned, and_ trle s to shovr the evolutions that took 

place within the congregations of these communities eventually 



lead:tng to the identification of those congregations vli th 

the Reform movement in America.. Personalities as well as 

ideologies are dealt with showing the constant_ steady 

emergence of Heform Judaism as it struggled to break through 

2 

the thick outer shell of Orthodoxy. The realm 'I)IJi th vrht ch the 

thesis· is especie.lly concerned, encompasses the liturgy of 

the synagogue, its performance as 1r·TelJ_ as its peJ•foJ•mer s. 

Thus, the position of the cantor-- the litturgical officiant 

in the Orthodox and C.onserva ti ve movements of \Tudai sm -- plays 

a conB 1derable part in the follovJing pages. Of even greater 

importance is the transition of the cantorate in the Heform 

movement. 
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INTRODUCTION 

vJi th conditions as they were in Europe in the 18th and. 

19th centuries, many Jews, representing both the Ashkenazic 

and Sepha.rclic tre.di tions, turned their eyes toward the new 

~roi•ld in the hope of finding freedom. These J·ews who made their 

homes in the new world did not waste any time in organizing them

selves into a Jewish community. Coming from organized Jewish 

communities which afforded them every opportunity to identify 

themselves with Judaism, they wanted as soon as possible to 

set up the same environment he1•e in America.-

Befol"'e 1824 all congr\7gations that had beeh formed in 

America by the newly arriying immigl"'ants were Orthodox and 

followed the Sephard.ic tra.di tion TJ\Ti th tbe exception of Rodef 

Shalom of Philadelphia v.rhich follm.-Jetl the Ashkenazic tradition. 

The oldest congregation in the United States 1.s the Beth Elohirn 

Congregation of Charleston~ s. c., founded in the year 1738. It 

was within this community that the first vibrati6ns against 

strict orthodoxy were felt. This vibration manifested itself 

in the "Reformed Society of Israelites" in the year 1824. This 

Society failed. as t..re shall see in the chapter deall.ng ~ri th the 

JevJish Community of Charleston, s. C. The first congregation 

that organized itself as a Reform congregation v-1as the Har Sinai 

of Baltimore, Md., in the year 1842. 

This thesis deals _'tvi th the development of Reform Judaism in 

several of the mor•e important communi ties, as far as Reform 

Judaism is concerned, and tries to show the evolutlons that took 

Place within the congregations of these communities, eventually 
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leading to the identification of those congregations with 

the Reform movement in America. Personalities as well as 

ideologies are dealt with showing the constant, steady 

emergence of Reform Judaism as it struggled to break through 

the thick outer sl;lell of Orthodoxy. 'l'he realm V>Ti th ~orhtch the 

thesis is especially coneerned, encompasses the liturgy of 

the synagogue, 1 ts performance as 1o-rell ae 1 ts performer• a. 

Thus, the p·osi tion of the cantor -- the lit~urgical officiant >{ 

in· the Orthodox and Conservative movements of Judaism -- playr::; 

a conoiderable part in the following·pages. Of even greater 

importance is the transition of the cantorate in the Reform 

movement. 



CHAP':eER I 

THE JEWISR ·coMMUNITY OF CHARLESTON& S. O. 

The constitution of the city of Charleston, the work 

of John Lo.cke, the philosopher~ in 1669, expressly stated 

that 11 heathens» Jews and other dissente:r.•s 11 were entitled 

to the same rights as the followers of the Anglican~ or 

d.ominant faith. With the adoption of this consti tu.tion, 

which manifested such a tolerant nature, many Jews were 

drawn to settle in Charleston~ almost as soon as the city 

was founded. upon its present loce.tion in 1680., The earliest 

record of a Je"'' in Charleston appears in 1695, when one is 

mentioned as acti.ng as interpreter for Govez•nor Archde.le. 

In 1702 Jews appeared. in number and during the years 1740-

1741, a considerable number of Jews migrated to Charleston 

from Georgia due to the intolerant policy of the trustees. 

However, it took forty-eight years from 1702-1750, before 

the Je"t-JS "'ere able to muster enough recruits to establish 

theii' fi:r•nt synagogue. 

The first synagogue established ·in Charleston was that 

of t:tte Congregation Beth Elohim, founded in 17.50. 11 The 

or•ganization of the Congregation Beth Eloh1m was brought 

about through the zeal of Moses Cohen. Who Moses Cohen wae 

we do not know. He came from London in 175 0, a. marJ:>ied man 

with a.t least one son. In that yes.r, he was elected the 

fir at chief ra.bb1. His full title was ·~ 0 Haha.mv 1-Abh Beth 2._ 

Din,;: (Chief rabbi e.nd. chief of the .fu!.th.PJ.}lt or Ecclee1ast1-

cal Court). This was probably nothing more than a high-

. i 
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soundini title in imitation of the old synagogue of the 

Spanish and Portuguese Jews in Londont of which the 

Congregation Beth Eloh1m 1a a direct offshoot. Of his 

activity in this community we know nothing •••• The first 

~q, or reader, of the Congregation Beth Elohim was Isaae 

Da Costa~ who came to Charleston in 1750. 111 

During the war for independence the Jews of Charleston 

distinguished themselves by their patriotism. In 1779 a 

special militia of volunteers was organized for the defense 

of the city, and the corps was composed almost exclusively 

of Israelites. In 1790 the Jews of Charleston sent an 

address of congratulations to Washington upon his accession 

to the presidency, to which he replied in the most cordial 

terms. Shortly after the consecration of the new Beth 

2 

Elohim building in 1794~ many Jews migrated to Charleston 

from New York and elaewheret o~ing to the great field offered 

by the s·outh for commercial enterprise.. By 1816 the oi ty 

numbered over 600 Jews.. It was then considered the largest 

Jewish population of any city in the United States.· 

It is ru:•ouncl this time that we nov-r turn our attention 

to Congregation Beth Elohim. Some very interesting events 

are b:re1N'ing and are about to explode into one of the most 

inte:r:•esting events in the history of the Reform Movement. 

The Jews of South Carolina at the beginning of the 

19th century display an unusual characteristic. ·The Jew 

at this time is by natul"e essentially conservative, bu~ in 

a transitional phase. He .ts almost ready to make defin:1.te 

s tepa to~11a1"d reforming the x~i tuals ~ the customs~ and the 

I 
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services. Congregation Beth Eloh1m as we have noticed 

earlier in the synopsis of the History of Charleston
1
is 

I 

the only congregation in existence at this time. We are 

fortunate to have at our disposal the constitution of 

Congregation Beth Elohim of the year 1820. It gives us an 

entire· pictux•e of what Jewish community life consisted. And 

as we read the constitution, we realize that it is certainly 

in no way, . the type of condi tiona under which we, today~ 

would 11~e to experience. We shall also see the.t at this 

time many members of Beth mlohim felt the same. This con

stitution caused a revolt among certain members and they 

broke away forming the "Reformed Society of Israelites." 

It would be too cumbersome a task to present here the con

stitution of Beth Eloh1m~ and therefore only a summary of 

the ideas that were prevalent are presentede The constitu

tion of 1820 reveals the synagogue as having almost despotic 

powers, exerting complete jurisdiction over the individual 

members.. The congregation was Orthodo'c in 1 ts r1 tual and 

customs. The members kept the Sabbath and other holy days 

rigorously. not of desire entirely, but by compulsion, for 

non-attendance was punished by severe fines. The congrega

tion had little regard for proselytes, and invoked severe 
' 

penalties on those who married outside 'or the faith. Decorum 

was bad. The service was not readily understood by the mem

bers, since many prayers were conducted in Hebrew~ and a 

portion or the service in "Ladino." There were no in-

structions, either by discourses o~ religious dissertations. 

The service was extremely long and burdensome, following the 

. I 
I' 
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pa. ttern of the European Sephard.ic ritual,. This was the 

state of affa:trs in 1820. In 1824 due to these prevailing 

conditions, forty-seven members asked for a revision of the 

ritual" It was the first step in the. direction of Reform. 

The petition of these members asked for the follo'!!ving: to 

be enlightened in the principles of Judaism, less Hebrew, 

4 

and causing the cantor or reader to repeat in English some of 

the Hebrev-J prayers. This t1Tas the gist of the petition. 

The vestry disregarded their petition and tabled it with-

out discussion, and also d.eprived the petitl.onere the right 

of appeal. Due to the vest~y 1 a lack of interest and dis

regard. for the members 1 rights, these membEn~s formed on 

November 21, 182L~, the. "Reformed Society of' Israeli tea • 11 

The following are the principles set forth by the 

11 Reformed Soci·ety of Israeli tes 11 as revealed in the words 

pf Isaac Barby its founder: 

II Our desire is e. 0 to thrm.v away rabbinical inter

polationB; to avoid useless repetitions; to r~ad 

and chant with solemnity; to recite such portions 

of the Pentateuch and the Prophets as custom and 

practice have· appotnted to be read in the original 

Hebrew, but to follow such selections with a transla

tion in English, and a lecture or discourse upon 

the lm1 ••• 112 

11 At the first anniversary meeting of the Society, 

held on November 21, 1825, the following officers 

were elected: 



Aaron Phillips, president 

Michael Lazarus, vice-president 

Morris Goldsmith, secretary 

Isaac Mordecai, treasurer 

Abraham Moise, orator 

Corresponding Committee: Isaac Harby, Abraham Moise, 

Isaac N. Cardozo, D. N. Carvalho, and 

Eo P. CohenGI 11 :3 

11 Another noteworthy accomplishment (of this Society) 

was the Sabbath Service and miscellaneous prayers adopted 

by the Reformed Society. This work was compiled by Isaac 

Harby, Abraham Moise" and David N. Carvalho. Its language· 

is classic$ It has no similarity to the Hamburg.Reform 

Service published in 1819. The authors followed the 

Portuguese service then 'in use in Charleston, except in 

the Articles of Faithf Services for Weddings, Confirmation, 

Circun1cision, and the z:taming of a Daughter. And for the 

first time, English hymns were included in a Jewish Prayer 

Book$ 184 

5 

It is he1~e that I wish to present Jn entirety the 

principles of thi~ society. It is to be found in Goldsmith 0a 

Directorz_(~t-1~- page 146. 
11 This society was formed with a view of malting such 

alterations in the customs and ceremonies of th~ 

Jewish religion aa would comport with the present 

enlightened state of the world. It adopted, in its 

outset, this fundamental principle, that a correct 

understanding of divine worship ia not only essential 

i I 
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to our own happiness and a duty we owe to the 

Almighty Disposer of events~ but is well calculated 

at the same time to enlarge the mind and improve 

the hearto In their creed, which accompanies their 

ritual~ they subscribe to nothing of rabbinict=tl , 

interpretation. or rabbinical doctrinesa They are 

their own teachers, drawing their knowledge from the 

Bible, and following only the laws of Moses, and 

those only as far as they can be adapted to the in

stitutions of the Society in which they 11Ye and en

joy the blessings of liberty. They do nothing against 

the laws of Moses, but omit everything belonging to 

the :former independ,ent cond1 tiona of their ancestors .. 

They have simplified the worship of God and brought 

the great objects of public meeting ••• p1ety, morals, 

and sense ••• so as to be perfectly comprehensible to 

the understanding of the humblest capacity. In the 

appendix of their constitution, they sayt they wish 

not to overthrow, but to rebu11d$o.not to destroy» 

but to reform and revise the evils of which they com

plain •• onor to abandon the institutions of Moees 9 but 
. / 

to understand. and to observe them; in-fine, they·wish 

to worship God, not as slaves of bigotry and priest

craft, but as the enlighte.ned descendants of that 

chosen race·, whose blessings have been scattered 

throughout the land of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob .. " 

Elzas has this to say in regard to this Society, in 

6 

his book on the Jews of South Carolina. 11 The service was 

short and a:1.mple p and the prayer-book was a compilation of 



the moat beautiful passages in the old ritual. There were 

also some original prayers. Parts of the service were 

recited both in Hebrew and English. An English discourse 

formed part of the morning service. There was instrumental 

music and the congregation worshiped with uncovered heads. 

David Nunez Carvalho was the volunteer reader. 11 .5 

Further research/Gnd.er) music ritual of the Reformed ·z.._ __ 
. \ ,_.,,..''--

Society of Israelites has induced the writer to dig ever 

more deeply into the sources. The result however, was dis

concerting and not unlike a wild goose chase. 

The,repr~nt .of the prayer book of the -Reformed Society, 

edited by Dr. Barnett A. El~aa. in 1916, states: "The 

prayer book of the Reformed Society of Israeli.tes ••• is one 

of the rarest documents, relating to the development of· 

Judaism in America. Unknown except from secondary sources ••• , 

1 t is t.he earliest H.eform f.;rayer Book printed 1n. this country 

..... Persistent. research has brought to life only two imper-· 

feet copies, by co'mbining which this reprint has been mad.e 

possible. The original bears.· the date 1830. Whether ·tnere 

was an earlier ed1 tion 9 the edi tox• is unabie ·to say with 

certainty ••• probs.bly there was. 116 

11 The Hymns (only the texts of which is given1n this 

edition) here first incorporated into a Jewish Prayer Book 

in the English language, are practically all adopted from 

English sources ••• one Hymn only No. s ... an admirable version 

of the Adon Olom .... ts of Jewish origin, its author being 

the befo1~e mentloned Dav1.d Nunez Carvalho • 11 7 

While the rept•int of the original prayer book does not 

i . 
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con tail}. any music, there are defin1 te indica tiona as -to the 

type of rn,ueic then used• Page 9 contains the remark, 
11
A 

Psalm by the choir, a prayer by the officiating m1n1sterlt 

then ano1;her song by the Choir. 11 Page 16; 
11

The Choir open 

with a Hymn; the min1stel" then follows with a prayer; the 

Choir then chaunt a.nother hymn;. 8. 118 

Charleston in genere.l ~ and Beth Elohim in particulat~ 
" 

8 

can boast of the devout services of an inspired Jewish 

poetess during the fir•et half of the 19tla century; Penina 

Moise.. She wrote e, number of fine synagogal anthems and 

even tried her hand in the composition of some of her OdeS~ 
as for instance 11 While I Mused the Fire Burned Then Spake I 

With My Tongue • 11 'l'he preface of the Works of Pen ina 1'-ioise 

(Charleston 1911) contains the follO'I'fYlng passage; 
11

She also 

compoaeo. the Ode, which~ set to appropriate music, and. sung 

at the consecration service, made a beautiful offering at 

the throne of Almighty God. 
11 

The organ and choir were introduced at this time 1.nto 

11 

the synagogue
9 

and she began the composition of a voiume of 

hymns for the use of the congregation. This book went through 

foul" edi tiona, and. many of her hymns have been incorporated 

into other collections, e.nd as e. rule~. without a.ck.nov-rledg

ment ••• she loved. children ••• poetry, music and took. pleasure 

in heal"'ing all the news. S1 tting a.t the piano she would 

often say 1Put my finger on 11 G11 or "A" or any note~ which 

being done, she ~ould. play sweetly and correctly ..... •9 

ldelsohn~ conjectu1•es that 11 many hymns and tunes, as 

atateo. by the ed1.tora in the preface of the first praye:r• 

i. 
t' 
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book in English published in 18)0, were taken over from the 

Christian Churoh. 11 The original first edition was not 

a.vaila.ble·to thiS writer and he also doubts that Ideleohn 

ever saw it. While it stands to reason that many tunes 

for·the Hymns were adopted from Christian sources» there 

9 

1a no def1n:1.te evidence for this fact; and the chant remained, 

as we knowA1n Minhag Befarad. 

On May 2 ~ 1833, e. meeting was held for winding up the 

affairs of thie Society, evidently due to lack of 'funds, 

for they abandoned the idea of building a new synagogue. 
u- v~ 

Tl:'(~s ended the first a tru.ggle for Reform in America. The 

main reason for their disbandment was the fact that this 

Society was way ahead of the timeso Many of the community 

were afraid to risk membership in this movement. This 

Society failed but it did not fail to sow the seeds which 

. germinated very soon thereafter as we shall see. 

In the year 18)8, when Beth Elohim 0 s old synagogue 

burned down, a group of members won out in a. proposal to 

install an organ in the new building. This was never 

actually accepted until a lot of unhappiness a.nd discord 

had'taken place. We see that in 1840 the organ question is 

still under discussion. Another petition was presented on 

July 14,.1840 to discuss the poae1b1ltty of erecting an 

organ in the new ayne.gogue. 

11 We wish to embrace a :feeling of deep religious 

devotion and to meet the changing times with as 

little detrement aa possible. We wish to er~ct 

an organ in 'the synagogue to assist in the vocal 

l I 
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part of the service. We assure you we have no desire 

to introduce reforms that ·are not compatible with 

our brethern; for a century back an organ was erected 

in the synagogue of Prague and at later perlods 

organs have been set up in other parts of Germa.ny 

and SouthernFrancetulO 

This peti ti.on was signed by thirty-nine members.. 'l1he board 

answered the request in the following manner: 

11 In notes as found in our. conati tution; the mode of 

worship shall al11.rays follow Minhag Sephard1c e.s al

ways practiced in this city, and prohibita any 

alteration in mode of worship. This above petition 

is a violation of the constitution, nevertheless 

the Board to gratify y6ur request will call a general 

mee'f11ng to d;tacuss this petition. 1111 

10 

On July 26, 1840, this special meeting was called and another 

more ·lengthy petition was presented to the oongregati.on .. 

Herein follOl'lB a synopsis of thie. petition. 

11 Whereas. instrumental music, the universal language 

ot th~ soul, from the earliest period of its crude 

origin to its present almost. perfect state, has 

been felt and cultivated by. all nations and in all 

countries, whether savage or oivilized •• ~byita 

tranquilizing influence rendering the peaceful scenes 

of innocence still more happy, lovely and joyful; and 

especially when accompanying the human voice in 

religioue service ••• that we are in holy writ ex

horted, to pre.iae the Almighty with the sound of 

: i 



This 

the trumpet, v.ri th the peal try and harp, with the 

timbrel and dance upon the high sounding cymbals 

and with stringed. instruments ana. 9.B9-AN..§,, (this is 

rather a fancy tra.nslat1on of Psalml50 rendering 

l~l)> as organ), and Whereas, 1 t is necessa1~y, in 

the building now in progress, to prepare, in the 

arrangement of the interior thereof a suitable 

location tor an instrument, ••• be it 

Resolved ••• an organ shall be procured and erected 

in the new s yna.go gue ..... 1112 

petition was declared out o:f ord.e:r by the chairv but 

after a. vote the deci.s1on of the chair was not upheld. 

The petition was then brought to a vote and passed 46 to 

40. I wish to point out here the slim margin, which aholin~ 

that the congregation was divided almost in half in this 

matter.. Within a short time, the minol"ity submitted a 

protest, stating that the1.r coneti tu.tiona.l rights had 

been invaded. This led to further discussion~ concerning 

the organ and. the following regulations were adopted on 

July 3~ 1843: 

11 Whereas, at a general meeting of tte congrega

tion held on the 27th last, a resolution was 

adopted setting forth, that instrumental musl.c 

on the Sabbath and other sacred festivals is ob-

noxious to the consci.ences of many Isre..eli tea, ••• 

be it 

Resolved, that in order to carry out the resolu

tions o:f the genera.l meeting, Mr. Dacosta, the 

11 



organist of this congr~gation, be informed that. 

instrumental music in the synagogue on the Sabbath 

and other festivals and fast days must be d.iscon-

tinued. 

Resolved; that the two first Hebrew Hymns known as 

1 M1smor Led.avid 1 and. I Lecha. Dody ~ 8 which on and 

after the consecration of the synagogue were sung 

wi. th Organ 9 may again be sung with the same, but 

tha.t ll at the. commencement· of the 8 Mizmor Shir L 8 ;y·om 

Haahabe.t ~ 1 the organ must cease playing and must 

not agHin be used until the following F'r1day even

ing; • .'!13 

(This is identical with the practice instituted in Prague 

12 

. G~ . 
at the Al tneu-Schul, L~ centur~efore when Ra.bbi Meir Mahler· 

was the organist and probably even the organ builder. The 

Ka.bbeJ.a.t Shabbat was accompanied with the organ, but from 

Borchu on the organ was silent.) 

The above resolutions were passed unanimously, disple,y

ing a step backward instead of forward. However from the 

fact that the organ is no~r1 being used in the divine ser

vices it is definitely a sign of progress. It took a num

ber of years for this problem to be solved, starting back 

in 1838 and continuing until 1843. Gradually as time 

passes the organ begins to be used more and more in the 

services aa we shall see later. Unfortunately the minute 

·notes of this congregation skip from 1843 to 1846 lea.v1ng 

some things unknownb but from later notes we learn that the 

congregation is moving slo~1ly but sui•ely toward adopting 

; ! 
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new changes which finally identifies it with the liberal 

movement~ 

It should be stressed here that as far as our knowledge 

reaches the congregation has not engaged a rabbi or even a 

h£il1.~m,, after its inception and the demise of its first 

~,l!l 9 thus discontinuing and abolishing the practice of 

most Sephardic congregations here and abroad. However~ 

during this period several interesting events have taken 

place pertinent to the subject matter. Rev. Poznanski. 

who has been acting as cantor for the congregation since 

the year 1837, has requested the congregation on a number 

of occasions~ to elect a new cantor. On November 14, 1847, 

the Board decided to advertise for a new cantor. However 9 

due to val"ious problems, a cantor had still not been hil"ed 

by the congr•ega tion, and we find another aclvertiserrient in

serted in the minute notes of December 21, 1851. I wish 

to quote here in 1 ts ent1rety~· the circular for procuring 

a cantor1 published in both American and European papers: 
J 

18 The Jewish Congregation 'Beth Eloh1m 8 in this 

city, being in want of a. Min1.ster, have in

structed their Board of Trustees to invite ap

plicants for the office; They therefore invite 

attention to the following conditions. 

Fi:z•st-'l,he applicant must be a thorough Hebrew 

Scholar, and have a good knowledge of the Classics 

and English languagee It is desirable that he 

should on entering upon duties of his office, be 

able to speak and write the English with facility 

' 



and correctness--should this language not be hie 

vernacular, he must have so advanced in the 

knowledge of it, as will give assurance of his 

mastering it within a reasonable time. 

2. It will be the duty of the minister on all 

occasions of Divine Service at the synagogue or 

elsewhere, to d.eliver in a.ddi tion to the Hebrew 

portions of the service, original and appropriate 

Sermons or Lectures, as well as prayers in Englishe 

The Hebrew prayers may be r•ead according to 

grammatical rules; or may be chanted in the manner 

of the Portuguese Jews. 

3. The applicant whose testimonials of .char•acter 

and learning w·ill best accord w1 th the wishes of 

the congregation 9 will be elected for a probation

ary term of two years; and should mutual satis

faction prevailf at the expiration of this time, 

he may be elected permanentlyo 

4. The salary will be one thousand dollars per 

annum. 'rhe increase of ·the revenue of the Congrega-

tion, and the satisfaction which the clerical ser~ 

Vices, and. general deportment of the incumbent may 

produce, will be the basis of an increase of salary. 

As a further guide for the a.ppl:lcant the following 

information is givene 

1. The service of the synagogue of this Congrega

tion is conducted with the accompaniment of an organ. 

2, The sermons and prayers az~e preceded and followed 
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by Hymns and Psalms, sung by the choir in Hebr•ew and 

English. 

)e The Pentateuch is read through, at the synagogue 

once in Three years$ 

4. The Haphtorah, and some other Hebre~.; portions 

of the service are omitted$ 

.5. The second days of the Holidays are not ob-

served by this congregation •. 

6. Various other improvements have been made in 

the mode of worship, with the view of promoting 

devotion and decorum." 14 

The abov~ petition sheds much light on the various changes 

that have taken place 1n the congregationo Meanwhile, as 

we read this circular we learn the.t the congregation has 

made a number of changes 1n its ritual and practices. 

Fo1 .. example~ we now learn the. t the congl'ega tion has been 

using anorgan throughout the entire service. An English 

discourse has been introduced. Prayers in English form 

part of the divine services. A regular choir now par

ticipates throughout the entire service. The second 

days of holydays have been abolished. Each one of these 

innovations identifies this congregation more and ·moz"e 

with the Reform movement.. These changes did not take 

place immediately but came about only after long and 

bitter struggles as we have seen in relation to the organ 

question. 

It seems that the first minister of real status to 

serve in the Congregation Beth Elohim was the Rev., 
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Poznanski, who commene.ed his tenure in 1837 and resigned on 

March 10, 1850. Poznanski was def1n1~ely a man of great 

c·ircumspection, not to. say tardy conservatism. Time and 

again minor details concerning minute question of the 

musical ritual appear in the minutes of the congregatton; 

and it is always Poznanski who brings them up, at the same 

time shunning any drastic or radical proceedure. In some 

respects Poznanski may be compared with the immediate 

forerunners of Solomon Sulzer in central Europe • who J\ 
neither fully trained 

status, retarded the progress of the liberal movement 

before the year 1848. 

The period subsequent to the resignation of H.ev. 

16 

Poznanski was beset with inte~nal difficulties which re

sulted in the constant shiftingt engaging, and ~ropping of 

nellr ministers who after a short trial pei•iod could not 

endure the fickle mindedness of the oongl~egation during 

that trying period. It was only when Dr. Mo Mayer was in

vi ted to serve as minis tel" that the congregation seemed to 

have attained a ce:vtain cl.egree of stability at last. Dro 

Mayer probably should be given credit for the amount of 

stabilizing work which demonstrates itself in the sound 

musical publications of the community during his leadership,._ 

An interesting sidelight that has taken place in this 

cong:t'egation should not go unnoticed, since 1-t deals w1.th 

the founder of the Reform movement in America. During the 

period that the congregation was trying to acquire an ap

Plicant to take Rev. Poznanski 3 e place an application was 
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received from none other than Dr. Isaac M. Wise. I wish at· 

this point to relate some interesting incidents which took 

place between Dr. Wise and Congregation Beth Elohim. 

Dr. Wise of Albany, New York
1
stated in his letter of 

application that he would be glad to give a lecture in 

Charles ton in order that the congregation could. judge for 

themselves as to his ability. Dr. Wise also stated in this 

letter that if he were elected, he wanted his house furnish

ed with proper• furniture befitting the dignity due his 

position, The Board upon receipt of' Dr. W1.se 0a.appl1ca

tion decided to ask him to honor the congregation as soon 

as possible and also to defray his expenses to Charleston; 

and furthermoret to furnish his home properly if elected. 

Dr .. Wise came to Charleston and he wa.s unanimously elected 

for a two year probationary period. Dr. Wise was informed 

of his election and accepted. Hovvever ~ a few weeks later 

another communication was received from Dr. Wise stating 

that he was determined to stay with his congregat.ion in 

Al.,Pany. · The Congregation Beth Eloh1m of Charleston was 

veryuisturbed by this turn of events, not so much that 

Dr. Wise had refused their offer, but rather that they had 

spent in the neighbo:r•hood of around $1.50 to defray hie 

expenses to Charleston, wh.ich was a complete loss. The 

Charleston congregationimmediately sent a letter to Dr. 

Wise stating that he had obtained the money for his ex

penses 1n11 th the express underst;anding that if he were elect

ed he would minister to the congregat.ion,·a.nd since he fail

ed to fulfill his pa:r•t of the bargain, they feel that 1 t 
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only fair that he refund the sum of money "tt~rhich the congrega

tion had so generously allotted to defray his expenses. This 

was the last incident in.regard to Dr. Wise and Beth Elohim 

as there was no further mention in the minutes concerning 

this iiloid.ent. Hot-~ever it should be brought out here that 

Dr .. Wise was to fill Rev. Poznansk1 1s position, which also 

included chanting the service. Dr. Wise was indeed capable 

of this achievement since in his youth he had been a member 

of Sulzer 1s choir and was no doubt familiar with proper 

chanting. That he could do it according to the Minhag 

Sefara~l must astonish us and is in itself barely cr~-~~-~§t'P.+~. 

A further proof of Dr. Wise 1 s ability was the fact that 

he was elected unanimously after he appeared before the 

congregation~ We can assume from this that Dr. Wise was 

able to chant the servicesp the same as Rev. Poznanski 

plus the ability of being able to give a superb English die-

course. 

In conclusion it might be said tbat Congregation Beth 

Elohim of Charleston was the cradle of the Reform movement 

1n this country v.rh.1ch man1feetecl itself in the 11 Reformed 
v 

II 
Society of Israelites in 1824. This Society sowed the seeds 

of the Ref'ol"m movement into this congrege,tion which germinat

ed years later, for by these various 1nnoYat1ons from 1824 

until 1866, a.s we have seen, the congregation completely 

identified itself with the Reform movement. 

i; .· 
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CHAPTER II 

THE Jli.."'WISH COMMUNITY OF BALTIMOHE, MARYLAND 

It is of interest to note that Baltimore is an Atlantic 

seaport and princi~i¢' city of' the state of Maryland. In 
f\ ' 

1940 it had a population of about 845,000 of which an 

estimated total of between 72,000 and 74,000 were Jews. 

This figure is quite different from the one of approxima·tely 

the midd.le 18th centur•y when the Jewish community was made 

up of merely unorganized individuals. As to exactly when 
/1 ' the first Jew found his way to Baltimore is a rather diff1-

·(, 

cult question as all beginnings are. Due to the lack of 

an organized community, which in turn was due to the small

ness in number, it was not considered of any importance to 

keep such a record$ We may assume with little hesitancy 

tha~ the fir.et Jew appeared in Baltimore around the middle 

of the 18th century, as mentioned by the writer of the 

article in the Yll• Here and there we have recorda of ln-· 

dividual Jewish names, from around 1750 until 1825. From 

the records at our·disposal, Jews in Baltimore were not 

consi.dered a community until 1830. Before this time we 
, 

have the mention of such Jews as a certain Jacob J.VIyera lj!Jho 

built an inn at Gay and Baltimore streets in 1758.. Later 

we read about a oertai.n Nathaniel Levy ~rho served under 

Lafayette in the campa.ign of 1781. lt""~rom the time of ap

proximately 1750 until 184·0, the immigration to Baltimore 

was comparatively slo'tv as f'ar as the Jew was concerned. 

Around 1825 we are able to establish that there were about 
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12.5 Jews in the city. The majority of the Jews of th:ts 

period were not of wealthy standing but were of rather 

humble occupations. We can say, 't'Ji th a proud attitude, 

that these Jews, regardless of their occupations or origins, 

got along well with their non-Jewish neighborso Some were 

held in very high esteem by the community and managed to 

play quite an important role in the growth and development 

of this Atlant1.c seaport. :tt is well to note here that 

20 

it was only after a long and bitter st:r"uggle, which terminat

ed aftel" eight years in the year 1826, that Jews were allowed 

to hold office in the city management. At this time we 

learn about two Jews, Solomon Etting and Jacob I. Cohen 

who were elected. to the city council; and later Etting 

was elected president of the first branch of the city council. 

This was quite an achievement considering the few Jews that 

had settled in Baltimore prior to this period and quite an 

outstanding proof of the high esteem with which the Jews 

were looked upon by their• non-Jewish neighbors. 

'rhe g:t•owth of the Je~riah population as 'lilre have noted 

has been very slow but sure. It is not until 1830 that we 

are able to say definitely that the Jew abandoned his 

hi'therto individual status and became a member of an 

or~anized Jewish community. Naturally, due to the back

ground of these JeTJors who found their 'VIray to Baltimo:t•e, the 

fi:t•st step was the forme.tion of a congregation. As a result 

of this increase in families, the first Jewish congregation 

' was formed in 1830. It was not of an elaborate character, 

as 'Tile find. the beginnings of new congrega. tiona sp:t~inging up 

'· i 

' ~ i 



21 

today, but rather of a very. humble origin. This fil"St con

gregation may v.relJ. be termed a meeting for worship attended 

by the required ten men constituting a "Minyono" This first 

public worship was held in 1829 in the house of Zalman 

Rehine, an uncle of Isaac Leeser, on Holliday and Pleasant 

streets. Little is known of this group of men since no 

recordsof their proceedings have survived. The beginning, 

as usual. '.:ts hazy, but we may speculate tha. t they were the 

same men who formed the Nidche Israel congregation which was 

later to be better known as the Baltimore Hebrew Congrega-

tion. This congregation l1ras incorporated under a charter 

granted by the Maryland legislature in 1830. This incorpora

tion of the Baltimore Hebrew Congi•ega.tion const1 tuted the 

solid beginning of a Jel1rish communlty in Bal timo:t•e o It was, 

however, not until 18J.r.5 that this congrega t1on finally moved 

into a regular home, the first synagogue in Baltimore. 

From the day of its founding until 1840, the congrega-

tion mana.ged only vd th a cantor who cond1.wted. the servicH:is g 

performed weddings and officiated at frinerala. In 1840 the 

first rabbi was elected., a certain Abraham Rice who was 

a tric tly Orthodox, and for the next twenty·-fi ve years all 

change·a in the service were rejected. It was not untll 

1871 that changes in the ritual caused a split in the 

co~gregation. The minority strongly against these changes 

broke a.r,.ray and formed a Conservative congregation, the 

Chizuk Aniunoh which still exists.. But much ground. work 

and discussion had. taken place before this change was com

pleted. It is of importance to understand the attitudes and 
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factors that led to this modification and change in the 

ritual and eventual split in the congregation. 

As we have already learned the congregation managed 

with only a cantor until 1840; it is also of interest to 

learn that even when a rabbi vms elected, the salary of 

22 

the rabbi and cantor altnrays differed with the cantor getting 

from $100 to $7.00 more than the rabbi. 15 This naturally 

leads us to an important conclusion namely. the cantor 

as it were, provicted the daily 'bread for the congregation 

whereas the engagement of a rabbi in those times was con

sidered almost a luxury. The cantor must have also carried 

a heavier burden with greater responsibilities--or why then 

this great difference in pay? Another painful problem in 

this congregation that we shall .encounter in almost all. 

congregations was the or>ganization and maintenance of a 

choir. If I may quote: 

11 It becomes our painful duty to notify you that 

in consequence of t~e want of volunteer support 

to the choir•, we cannot continue without rna terial 

aid. At first it was our pleasure to offer our 

services in the capacity of choristers impressed 

as we were, ~·Ji th the important}e of such an 1m-

provement to the service, and we have endeavored 

to sustain the choir to this time with all the 

suppor>t our incli vi<'lua.l exertions could afford 1 t. 

;But from the first eer•ious difficulties surrounded· 

it fr>mn the fact that female voices must be dis-

pensed with and their places supplied by boys; these 

-----
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who cannot control nature ~nd at reaching fifteen 

years of age their voices crack; and also the fa.ct 

that we cannot find even one voice of sufficient 

strength to be relied on in the production of new 

songs or difficult passages. ,To obtain volunteer 

tenors to supply the first singer was equally im

possible. We are at last obliged to turn to the 
. 16 

board for advice,.u 

Signed by the members of the choir. 
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The problem of the choir is a major issue constituting 

one of ~he first steps that was taken by the congregations 

t'oward their identificB"tion with the Reform movement. It 

is however in this case not until a number of years later 

that any decided. action is taken on the subject., This 

was a bone of contention and caused a constant sore spot 

among the members of the congregation. 

It was not until January 1.2 9 1870, that any decisive 

stepa were taken, but we may learn from perusal of the 

minutes that these changes have been batted back and forth 

for a number of years. It is a slow_ tb•ing experience, 

of arguments pro and con before these changes were definitely 

accepted. However in 1870 we note a decided step towards 

the Reform movement---a etep which had, taken all of f'or•ty 

years. The committee which had been ap:pointed on October 4, 

1869 to consider in ·what ways the ritual and service could 

be altered for the best to give to the service a more delight

ful. and impressing atmosphere, gives the following report. 

For a true appreciation of the tenor of those times, I con-

.~ I 
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aider it important to present an excerpt from the minute 

notes. 

"The undersigned, Committee appointed at a regular 

quarterly meeting of the congregation held October 

4~ 1869 to consider and report upon the·recommenda

tion and suggestions of the retiring Board of 

officers relative to the appointment of a Chazan$ 

organization· of a choir and adoption of such other 

means to improve and remodel our worship beg leave 

to report, that we have d.uly considered these im

portant subjects that have in fact, become questions 

of Vital interest to our congregation and would 

24 

recommend the adoption of such of the ~easures herein, 

after proposed, as would in our opinion, have such 

desirable result: 

1. The engagement of a competent and. musically 

eduoatecl, Chazan qualified in every respect to dis

charge the d.uties appertaining to the office and 

able to instruct a choir •• ~ 

2. The organization of a choir either composed of 

male or mixed voices. The congregation at ve1•y con

siderable expense has endea.vored. to sustain a choir 

of Male voices only but after a fair trial have 

failed in giVing such satisfaction as the congrega

tion had a reasonable right to expect, and we have 

no doubt a choir composed of male and female voices 

would prove much less expensive and give more general 



satisfaction ••• 

3. The abolition of such prayers as contain a 

desire for the restoration of the sacrificial ser-

vicaa in Jerusalem especially such portion~ as are 

introduced from the Talmucl and. are 1 n f'act no 

prayers at all for instance ~~J-r r.),_, Jill:~ 

2.5 
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or such as have for OUl'' present tlme and circumstances 

no,meaning or .importance. for 1nsta.nc'e-f~~-1J,4~ 
or such ae -or1gina ted in times of affliction and per-

se'cution giving expression to ·feeli.ngs. of despil"'a-

tion and. revenge for instance_Q~ .. ~l~.<p.~hkl,JJ.~.rl.Jl)ilj .. ~. 
also to omit all unnecessary repetition ••• "Piutim" etco 

4.. The abol1t1on of all prayers breatb:l::ng a revengeful 

api:t'i t toward other nations which are neither consist-

ent i-Ji th our feelings of humanity nor \'11th our ci ti.zen

ship in a country where V~re enjoy every civil and 

·rel1gi6ua liberty and perogative .and are really a dis

grace to the Israelites of this country ••• 

!5• We recommend the reading of the Haftorah in the 

fo.llowing manner: the presid.ent or Cha.zan to recite 
'Lr 

the B1rucha. and first ver•ee in Hebrew, the balance 

ot the Haftorah in ·German o:t• if the nature or subject 

will not admit it being translated any other portion 

of the l?rophets--~the last verse and concluding B8I•ucha 

in Hebrew. 

In, OUl" proposition, we are amply sustained e.nd justified 

by the action of the General European Israe11t1sh 

Synagogues la. tely convened at Leipzig and. partic1pa ted 
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by more than one hundred deputles (cierical and lay) 

representing all shades of opinion, and whose com-

posi tton in this respect was almost iflri thou.t a paral-. 

lel in the history of Judaism co.mposed of i ntellectu

al giants prominent. among whom may be mentioned. the 

Grand Rabbi Dr .. Landau of Dresden_ whose orthodoxy 

26 

will not be questioned by any one; 1r1ho went much 

farther in theiractions than we propose to do~ 

abolishi.ng all prayers for our restoration 1jo Jerusalem 

and such as relate to a personal Messiah., The :ln

troduction of the 11 _1;ri-annool11 circle of the reading 

of the Torah all of 'lflrhich out of consideration and 

regard. to the viev.rs and opinion of some of our 

older members to whose opin1.ons e.nd pre judices we 

are willing to defer as much af.J the nature and cir-

cumetances of our position will justify we would 

neither suggest nor advocate ••• 

We have been fully impressed with the importance 

of the foregoing suggestion and proposition and 

believe their :rejection "'ould p:t:•ove a step wher•eby 

the retrogression of the congregation 'VJ'hich every 

one must have observed lately would be materially 

accelerated. and. in the near future dissolution of 

the congregation predicted~ In conclusion we will 

express our .sang1,11ne anticipation that the result 

of your deliberation may prove beneficial to our 

congregation, renew the waning :C:nterest manifest by 

so many--may result in the spirj:tual and material 
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welfare of our congregation all of which is most 

respectfully aubm1tted."l7 
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The reason for the ee su.ggest1ons tha. t have been presented are 

s.tated clearly in the body of the report: 11 that they may 

prove beneficial to our congregation." That these reforms 

were needed is evident ln the report of the committee. The 

congregation had. reached a state of stagnation, of slow 

but sure degeneration and it was with a view to revitaliz-

ing the. strength of the congregation, that these changes 

were suggested and urg~d to be adopted. H.O'lfJever, we are 

still hanging in mid-air• since these resolutions were not 

accepted as a debate follo;!ITed and the congregation cou1.d 

not be brought to a vote. It may be well to note here that 

1 t took from J"anuary 2_, 1.870 until almost the end of the 

yee..r 187~ before these reeolutiom~ were accepted and imple

mented. \rJ'e may note that once again the process of adjust

ment to the new e,tmospher•e was a very slow one. A chronologi-

cal tabulat:1.on of the most significant resolutions, dating 

from Janua.ry 9, 1870 to September 24, 1871, might well il

lustrate tl:le reluctance of the congregation to adopt any 

innovations: 

January 9, 1870! On motion the board agreed un

animously to employ a choir--the cost not to 

.. 18 
exceed· :Wl, 000. 

F'ebrua.ry 6, 18'70: The above mo·tion "t<ras again 

discussed and at this time it failed tq pass and 
19 

the choir was dismissed. 

July 10, 1870: The busine8B concerning Chaza.n and 

-----------------------------



Choir was again discussed. It was then moved to 

advertise for a Chazan duly quali.fied to instruct 

and lead a choir, as soon as $1500 had been privately 

subscribed by members. It was then moved to amend 

the motion by inserting the word "mixed" before the 

"t~rord choir, v,rhich was accepted. This amendment 

failed to pass by a vote of 30-47. The original 

motion was then passed. by a vote of 1+8-34. 
20 

September 4, 1870: A complete list of subscribers 

to pay the expenses of the Ohazan and Choir was pre-
21 

sented to the amount of $1500. 

October 3, 1870: On this day it was resolved by a 

vote of 58-20 that permission :ts hereby given for 

the formation e,nd use of a m:txed choir ·in the 
22 

Religious Serv1.ces 'of this congregation., 

September 24, 1871: It was moved that in the event 

of any lady member of the choir getting marri.ed that 

28 

a wedding present not costing over i25 ~be: presented 

t 23 o them .. 

September 24·, 1871: It 'IJ!ras moved to pay. the two 

lYiisses Hermans $75 each for their servlces :r•endered. 
24 to the choir. 

Of interest to note are the last two resolutions concerning 

the wedding gifts and the sala.ry to be paid to these two 

ladies, ample proof that the congregation has now succeeded 

in having a mixed choir. 

Below is a poem, written by the members of the Baltimore 

Hebrew Congregation, expressing in.poetic form the transition 

I 



from Orthodoxy to Reform. 

11 A hundred yea.I•s have passed,- Ea.B but a day; 

The order old. has changed ·and. passed away. 

Gone are the ancient haunts, of all the places 

Our forbears worshipped, there remain few traces. 

And, as Jews scattered thru our spreading town, 

New temples with new modes of prayer are found. 

Ne~" leaders tendeo_ the eternal flame 

Above our altar bright,. .New faces came. 

Young spix•i t s · took the fl.Etme old. hands had dropped~ 

Held it aloft, strode on, and never stopped. 

And, step by step, youth leads us on that v.'ray 

Which beckons bright be~ore us as the day. 

Behold, then, turn the· light_of modern thought 
. 25 

Upon the wonders that our time has wroughtl 11 

HAR SINAI 

A new influx of Jews into Baltimore began about 1840 

a.B part of the vm.ve of German-·Je1rorish immigration in the 

United States. Due to this influx the ·community by 1 Bl.J-6 

had grown from 300 to 1500. Many of these nev.rcomers ha.cl 

been sympathetic with the principles of Reform Judaism 

'lrJhj_ch wer-e prevalent in Germany; 'before they arl'•ived.; others 

of the Ba.l timore community ha.cl. become dis sa tiefied with 

the Or4hodox ritual. The Reform background, together with 

the dissatisfaction of the Jews already in the Baltimore 

community l'eeulted in the formation of the new Har S.1na.1 

congregation in. 1842. Har Sinai was one of the pioneers 

of Reform Judaism in America and foi• many years one of the 
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few Eastern representatives of the liberal wing of American 

Jewry. 

This congregation has the distinction of being the only 

congregation in Baltimore that started as a Reform congrega

tion. The other two congregations, Baltimore Hebrew Congre

gation and Ohev Sholom both started as Orthodox and gradual

ly evolved into Reform congregations. Due to the fact that 

Har Sinai was established as a Reform congregation, it was 

spared many of the birth pangs that delayed so often the 

progress of the Reform movement in other parts; it is 

nevertheless important and interesting to note upon what 

principles this congregation was formed. Even so. it was 

not the He form that we kno'lfl of today. Ivlany modi.fica tiona 

that had. in later times been ini:;roduced into the Reform 
I 

movement were not prevalent in this congregation at its 

inception. Unfortunately the earlier record.s of Har. Sinai 

have been lost. We do know that the founding of Har Sine.i 

was in form a protest against the strict Orthodox regi.me of 

Rabbi Rice, the rabbi of the Baltimore Hebrew Congregation@ 

He was intransigent in his orthodo~y, and very rigid in 

his conformity to ri tue.lism. It was in fear of the coming 

of a \Tewiah hierarchy in their miCLat that certain men in 

the communlty decided to break a'ft-.ray and form ~:.t new congrega-

tion. 

The first services of Har Sinai took place during 

the Holy Days of 1842. They had difficulty in having aer-

vices in aqcord~nce with traditional usage since the other 

congregations v-rould not lend them a Sefer Torah. A pa.rloi' 
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organ was installed in the hall, and this as mentioned 

earlier was a startling innovation in those times. We may 

learn a few interesting points from the description of the 

dedication services when in 1849 the congregation moved to 

High street. The American and Oommei•cial ·Daily advertiser 

papers of Saturday, September 8, 1849 described it as 

follows: 

11 The services were conducted in Hebrew. German 

and English,. They were opened with a Gerihan 

prayer •••• Then followed an appropriate hymn, 

also in German, by the choir~ 1"'1 th organ ac

companiment, the 'tlrhole led by Professor Klautcheck, 

of the Steyermarkisch~ Band. (An Aootrian military 

band) At the close of the sermon a Hymn in English, 

commeno:l.ng irri th the 1'tTOrds 11 how:· holy is this place, 11 

was sung in excellent style by the choir 0, •• 'rhen 

followed the usual evening ser•vice of the Sabbath 

and the ce!•emonie s were concluded v-ri th a hymn by 

the choir ..... ~rhe performance of the choir was 

highly creditable and added much to the interest 

and beauty of the services. 11 
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The above description is merely an abbreviated form of what 

appeared in these t'ltm papers, limiting the rna terial to the 

subject matter. As I mentioned before \Ire can see thf:tt even 

though. the form of Judaism followed by Har Sinai would be 

today considered Orthodox or very Conservative, it was at 

that tlme cons:tdered ver•y Reform. Merely the mention 

of: the :above organ and choir 13ho;-r·· a definite identifica-
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tion with the then prevailing liberal spirit. 

One cannot give an account of Har Sinai without mention-

ing the name of Dr. David Einhorn, 1 ts foremoot leader•, who 

came to this congregation in September of 1855. With D:t:• .. 
. ' 

Einhorn 1 s arrival in Bal timor.e commenced a new e.poch not 

only in the history of Har Sinai but in American Judaism 

as a whole.. £/ir. Ra,yner
1 
~ member of the congregation aptly 

observes 11 .... had the Har Sinai congregation done nothing 

else 1n ita fifty years of existence but induce an Einhor•n 

to come to Amer•ica as 1 ts guide and Rabbi, 1 t would have 

done enough to take a front rank among all the R.e:form 

congregations in this ~ountry.u 26 
We may better um1erstand the attitudes of Einhorn 

toward ritual by quoting a few remarks from his inaugural 

address on Septembe~ 29, 1855: 
11 •• ~To modify the Jewish religious forms in 

accordance with the urgent needs of the present 

day without deviating from the fixed principles 

of the divinely revealed word; to maintain un

diminished our ~eal for these endeavors of ours ••• 

Judaism has al"•ri ved at the critical stage when it 

must part company with dead. and obsolete ceremon.:tea, 

if it means to keep the Jews ~ithin the fold. or pre

.vent thej.r• moral decay •••• Thus alone may we effect 
' 

for oura~lves and for our children the .liberation 

of' Judaism if we are to prevent a defection from 

"Tuda1sm.u 27 

Dr. F;inhorn eventually had to flee Bal t1more because of 
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his stands on slavery. We shall again encounter Dr6 David 

Einhorn when we turn to the community of Philadelphia. Ha:r 

Sinai deeply cherishes his memory as a priceless heritage. 

OHEV SHOLOM 

The community of Baltimore grew especially by immigra

tion from Germany; because the new immigrants wanted to be 

close in their manner of worship to the pattern they k.new 

from their native countries, and with each bringing the 

· religious conceptl.ons marking the Judaism expounded in his 

native town or city, it was natural that the already exist

ing synagogues cU.d not exactly meet everybody 1 s religious 

desires or needs$ It is, therefore, not at all surprising 

that a number of men representing the newcomers of the 

community organized a congregat.ton whose viewpoint was not 

as Reform e~s tba t of the Har Sinai nor as Orthodox as that 

of the Baltimore Hebrew Congregation. The result of these 

intellectual and emotional d,1fferences was the for•mat:Lon of' 

Ohev Shalom 5.n 185 3 a It ~rae on October 31, 1853 that the 

in:t tial meeting of v.rhat is i10'!tJ known as the Ohev- Sholom 

Congregation took place. It is of interest to note that 

were it not for the fact that the congregation had been 

:r•efuaed the loan of a shofar from a sister congregation, 
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the first services of the congregation would have been held 

long before the enc1 of November.. It seems that the refusal 

to grant this loan of the shofar was due to the fact that 

Ohev Sholom was considered by them an enemy of pr•evailing 

Orthodox tendencies. The congregation managed only with a 

reader, Iaa.ac Hambu:x•ge:r•, until the election of Mr .. Altmeyer, 

. l 
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the per•manent Chazan. As the yea:r•s passed the congregation 

felt a strong need for a rabbi. They realized well that fi.C

cord1ng to the object which the congregation, drifting more 

and.. more to the left, hac.l in mind--the method of the Reform 

movement expounding Israel 1s truths through homiletical 

interpretations and historical studies was of prime impo:t•

tance. It was thus that on March 12, 1851.:- • Rev. Salomon 

was elected preacher of the Ohev Sholom Congregation. It 

was during his term, ,N'hich did not last more than ten months 

that one of the first important steps toward Reform Judaism 

'tllras taken. On Sh.evuos 1854, a lar•ge class of boys and girls 

was confirmed in the rooms on Gay Street. 

During Salomon's term of office Abram Lissner was 

elected cantor in place of Mr. Altmeyer. On October 13, 1856, 

s. M. Landsberger was called to the pulpit as rabbi. During 

hls t e:r:-m of office another important step to'lr.rard Reform took 

place •. Landsberger, imbued with the then prevailing spirit 

of the times, realizea. as d.id many others both in Europe 

arid America, that the ritual service no't'r 1n use needed 

modification. The prayer book used in almost all American 

congregations made up of German immigrants was the 

11 Roedelhe1m Tefillah~ 11 Landsberger holding tmt the 11 Shir 

Hay1c.rmd11 was not an integral part of the Sabbath morning 

devotion and lengthened the services unnecessarily, suggested 

to omit the same. This suggestion of Landsberger was 

accepted and therefore marked the first step in the con

gregation's ritual Reform. 

Due to the t1•emendous grov-1th that favored this con-

I 
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gregation from its inception, and due to the inadequate 

quarters which they then occupied, it was decided that it 

was no more than proper to have a. separate building set 

aside for its specific use,. This decision which was made 

in 1855 did not see its fulfillment until 1858.. It was 

dux-1ng this year that the congregation decided to settle 

for once and for all the building question. On January 

24, 1858, it was declded to buy a church on Hanover Street 

and it was immediately decided to set about to remodel the 

church to meet thei.r demands. Ohev Sholom 1 s first home was 

formally consecrated to the worship of the one God and the 

upliftment of Israel by the Rev .. Dr. Isaac M .. vase of 

Cincinnati, Ohio. It should be emphasized here again that 

the feelings of the times we:r•e not sympathetic towa:rd.s in

troducing an organ and choir, and if the same were intro

duced it was only after years of bickering and bitter r•esent

ment.. Nonetheless, it was a natural thought at this time 

that music and songwer.e considered important additions to 

the worship service, adding to its beauty and religious at

mosphere. And. although choir and organ were not usual 1n a 

Jewish house of wo:r ship at tha.t time, Ohev Sholom decided to 

introduce these anti-traditional innovations, bn April 25, 

1858, immed.ia tely after the dedication of the house of 

worship. Here again marks another important and decisive 

step toward identification with Reform. 

Dr .. Landsberger, ctue to lll health, resigned his 

position in 1857. However, it was not until a year or eo 

later that renewed efforts were put forward to engage a 



a rabbi. After a d:tsappointment in acquiring the services 

of Dr. Lewisohn of vlorms, Dr. Benjamin Szold, a. Hungarian 

by birth; was elected rabbi$ Szold landed. 1n America in 

September, 1859 and delivered h:ts inaugural sermon on 
!f! 

Sabbath 11 N:ttzav1m 11 of that year. His inaugural address .,q/:.~~:.~:·!1:::;/.',~ 
• -•·"·•-"• "··~•<••-•••'-'_,__..,,,r,_, 

which stressed his religious attitudes received approval 

by many _and criticism by others. Interestingly enough it 

was Dr. Einhorn of Har Sinai Congx•ega.tion w·ho expressed 

the most severe crioitism of Dr. Bzold 1 s ideas. In fact 

it was so severe that Ohev Sholom passed a motion that 

none of their members should rea.d the II Sinai 11 publication 

of Dr. Einhorn 1 a. 

Immedia tel.y upon Szold 1 s ar:r:J val, ,1 t was evident that 
J1·i,hl ,·.>:,·;.", ... . - .. .. .. ·. . A 

the need for a. prayer book similar to·i.~B.rihagAmerlca which t\ 

'l..Yas used by the pongrega tion _for a.aily worship~ should also 

be obtained for the .High- Holidays. It was told to Szold that 

the volume of the Minhag Arnerica covering the services for 

the New Year and Day of Atonement was promised to appear 

shortly. F'1nd1ng that the promisJ4# ia'ii~Cl.' to be redeemed, 

Szold decided that it was his duty to compile such a volume 

himself fo1 .. the congregation. For up to this time the 

congregation had been us:tng Minhag America for daily worship 

and Minhag Aehkenas I being the Roedelheim Tefillah,. for the 1, 

High Ho:1.~ days. Bzold. was g:rea tly disturbed by the widely 

differing rituals and. claimed that his conscience 1rJould not 

permit such a practice to continue. On March 2, 1862, Bzold
1
s 

prayer book now kno~m as 11 Avodath Ierael 11 was completed. It 

was placed before the congregation and. after some discussion 



as to whether the manuscript should or should not be sent 

to European rabbis for approval, it was accepted and 

authorized as the ritual of the congregation. In the 

course of a limited number of years Szol.d 1s prayer book 

had won for itself considera.ble popularity. 

In 1866~ owing to a vacancy in the cantor 1s office of 

the congregation Rev. Aloia Kaiser was elected_. Kaiser 

born November 10
9 

1840 at Szobatish, Hungary, received his 

early education in a. religious· school in Vienna~ Dr. 

Henry Zirndorfe From the age of ten he sang in Sulzer 1s 

choil". In 1866 as rnent:l.oned. above he became cantor of 

the Ohev Shalom Congregation after having served in the 

ftuaous new synagogue i.n Prague. He held his new pos1 tion 

in ve'JJ.y high regards.. He brought t-ri th him to America the 

tradi 1iions of the synagogal music , as learned in Aue tr,io., 

from instruction receivea. by him at the hands of his teacher.•, 

Sulzer, the immortal cantor of Vienna. For many years he 

was president of the Society of American Cantors. Because 

of his rare service to the' e!ynagogue, he was the only non

·rabbi.nlcal person elec teo. to honorary memberah:i.p in the 

Central Conference of Amel"ican Rabbis. He and William 

Sparger were entrust eo .. by the Central Conference of 

Americe.n Rabbis with the compilation of the music of the 

UnJ&.!Lf.!:Ymnai.. (1897). Among some of Kaiser 8 a composi t:tons 

are Confirna tion ·Hymns, 1873; Memorial Service for Day of 

· A tone me nt 1879; Cantata for Simha t Torah 1890. 1J.loge ther 

with Sparger he edited the still valuable 11 Souvenir of the 

Jewish vlomen t 8 Congreaa 11 at the World Is Columbian Exposition 

1893. In oollabore. tion vli th three othel"S, he publisl1ed the 

.I ., 
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Zinu•a.t .~ 1871-86 in four volumes 9 containing music for 

Sabba the and. fe Ati vale o In all of these v.rorks, Kaiser was 

particularly interested in giving expression to the tra

ditional music of the synagogue and home as a protest against 

the tendency to secula.rize the music of the synagogue. 

William Resenau says in regard to Kaiser, 11 the influence 

Szold exerted congregationally by ritual created and 

sermons preachecl both in his own community and elaewber•e, 

Kaiser exe:rc1 sect by me~lns of hie mus:tca.l composi tiona. 

Together Szold ancl Ka.i~er labored. for .the modernize. tio n 
28 of the divine service." 

In his musical output Kaiser follo1t,red. faithfully the 

precept of his great teacher Sulzer that synagogue music 

should be satisfactory from the artistic as well as from 

.the traditional point; of viev.r. His influence on the musical 

development of the Reform movement for the next forty years 

was .of the most gratifying nature, serving as a brake against 

the strong aesimilat:l.onist tendencies that prevai+ed within 

the He form movement until the first decade of the 20th 

century .. 

,, 
I 
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OHAP'rER III 

THE JE.'W'ISH COMMUNITY OF' PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

It le of interest to consider the size of. Philadelphia 

toclay for by so doing we can better appreciate the growth 

of this city throughout the past two hund.red years· or so .. 

Today Philadelphia is the largest city in Pennsylvania, 

with a population in 1940 of 1,931,334 of whom approximate

ly 235,000 were Je'tolrs. Unlike Baltimore, Maryland, Phila

d.elphia. shows the existence of an actual Je~orieh community 

alr•eady around 1740. The proof fo:t> this was the granting 

of land to Nathan Levy in 1740 to be used as a Je~ish 

burying ground. Many tTewish familia s tba. t played an impol'"

tant role in Amerios.n Jewry settled in Philadelphia during 

the last few decades of the Colonial period. The occupations 

of these ea.rly Je"rs were simple and unassuming.. They earned 

their livelihood throu.gh trading. This occupation was not 

only prevalent in Philadelphia but throughout the entire 

state of Pennsylvaniae Ev·en with the evidence that in all 

probability there were Jews in Philadelphia as early as the 

beginning of the 18th century, if not earlier, we find no 

existing proof of any organized religious worship. Even 

though we know that some sort of Jewish 'community existed 

at this time, by the grant of land for a cemeteryt never

theless the founding of Philadelphia 1s first and. oldest 

congregation Mickve IsrE!.el di:d not occur until 1745. 

By the beginning of the 19th century there were enough 

German and other Ashkenazic Jews in Philadelphia to warrant 

39 
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the orga.niza. tion of a. a econd synagogue 9 and. in Octo bel', 1802, 

the Hebrew German Society Rodeph Shalom which later beca.me 

Congregation Rodeph Shalom 9 was organized. The first cantor 

was Jacob Lippman, elected 1n 1819 and continued to serve 

until 18)3. An interesting sidelight in the history of 

Philadelphia during this period was the founding of the 

Female Hebrew Benevolent Society in 1819. It was as the 

result of the initiative taken. by this group, Rebecca G:t•atz 

being the prime mover, that the first Sunday School in the 

United States was formed. in 1838, At this point we turn 

our attentiQn to Rodeph Shalom, disregard.ing the earl.test 

<lays of Rodeph Shalom, for from around 18.50· to nearly the 

end of the 19th centur•y interesting evolutions begin to 

take place \1rhich eventually transforms Rodeph Shalom :l.nto 

a Heform congregation a.round 1895 9 

r.rhe f'irst important step in the congregation came 

almost immediately "t<ri th the election in May 1847 of· the 

Hev. Mr. Herman Kahn who was appointed cantor·, teacher, 

anct preacher at an annual salary of %1>400 ~ Shortly after 

"hie election Rev. lJir. Herma.n Kahn appeared before a board 

meeting on May 31 and requested. the board to lay before the 

congregation the following proposition: 

1. To permit him to establish a choir of young men; 

2. To raise measures to defray the expenses of the 

choir and to a. leo engage a. musical teacher. 

Due to the efforts of Hev. Kahn the first choir of the con

gregation wa.s established on J'une 7, 1847, when the congrega

tion resolved to accept his suggestion. It was also decided 
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at this meeting to defray the expenses of the choir and the 

musical teache:r• by taxing the seat holders in the following 

manner: lst class seats -- $lo00; 2nd class seats so~; 

3rd class seats 25~ ~er year& 29 The limitation to a 

men 1 s choi.r was clue to Orthodox doctrine that a mixed choir 

leads to licentiousness.3° 

In September 1847 the congregation consecrated a new 

synagogue e.t which services the choir played a dominant 

role$ In the minute records credit is given to those who 

aided in the success of the dedication: 

"This congregation has just observed a consecration 

ceremony. In paying honor to those who aided in 

this coneecration;respect is paid to •••• We are in

debted to the very creo.i table performance of the 

choir~ which in the. short. space of six weeks were 

enabled to organize themselves with so much honor, 

they were not only a great help to the congregation, 

bv.t were the ornament of the accompanying exertions 

of the oonsecration.u3l 

These remax'ks o.irected to the choir 'ar•e very interest

ing since this is the first tirne·a choir has been used by 

the congregation. A special place of recognition is given 

to them in that they added to the ornamentation of the 

ceremony. A further note of interest in regard to the 

choir is the fact that in order to pay the expenses of this 

organization the funds were to come from the seat holder~-

taxed beyond their regular fee for seats. This evidently 

met with little disapproval as it w·as passed T~>ri th hardly 

,, 
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any diecussj.on. Here was proo.f that a choir wa.s definitely 

wanted to enhance the beauty of the divine worship services. 

Rev. Kahn withdrew as cantor of the congregation in 

April 1848 and the members were once again confronted with 

the problem of obtaining a cantor. It is interesting, as 

far as the religious convictions of the congregation, to 

note that in September of 1848 the congregation passed a 

resolution that the cantor of the congregation shall· in 

all respects be a. fai thfu.l adherent of the Orthodox Jevrieh 

religion. 32 · 

At a meeting in October 14, 1848 Rev~ Jacob Frankel 

of Mainz was engaged as cantor at a salary of $400 a year. 
'""/ •·. 

In the early part of 1849 Reve Frankel arrived in Philadelphia 

and. assumed his position with the congregation. This was 

the beginning o:t' many years of untirlng and devoted service 

to the development and improvement of the syna.gogal service. 

One of Rev. Frankel 1s constant problems was the choir& He 

1/lras always handicapped by the lack of proper choi.r a tten

dance.. This had really become a ·problem since Cantor Frankel 

. used young men, as well as boys, in order to establish a 

mixed oho1r compatible TrJ'ith re.bbinic law. In the latter 

part of 18.50 he made the following requests to the Board 

of D.irectors: 

11 1. That those children vrh1ch form the choir 

be not allowed to join or to stay at their 

discretion .. 

2. To fill the wanting voices in the choir by 

engaging such persons which are suitable for 

. i 
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the sameo 

3$ A piano teacher be engaged to give the choir the 

right instruction in singing and music, 

4. The course can be covered by holding a yeax•ly 

concert which will defray all expenses4" 

The above suggestions were all accepted by the Board. and 

certain rules and regulations were set up. \ve might also 

assume that, in ord.er to fill the vacancies, voices w<n•e 

employed other than those connected with the congrege. tion. 

We also learn from the minutes that ther•e was a flood of 

applice. tiona to become a member of the choir since in retu:t•n 

for services rendered the ap~licant would be allowed a free 

·seat in the synagogue. 

On May 3, 1853 Rev. Dr. Illoway, rabbi, signed his 

agreement of dut1e s and t:t t the same time :Rev. Jacob Frankel, 

cantor, signed his agreement of duties. I think. it only 

fair for a better understanc11ng of the responsibilities of 

each position and for. tot clear picture .of the duties which 

each entailed to present here the agreement signed by 

both. The follo\ving is a copy of Rev. :Or., Illoway 0 s agree-

men't: 

11 I the undersigned, bind myself to fulfill the 

following article of agreement made between me 

and the German Hebrew Congregation Rodef Shalom. 

li'1x•st, To be every day 1n attendance at the schoo133 

at 5 · o 1olock p.m. unless otherwise instl .. ucted by 

the Pl"esident or school ctirectors of this Congrega-

tion~ 

' .I 



34 Second, To a.ttencL school every Sabbath and 

Holy days from tTJJO to five o 1 clock p.m. , if 

not otherwise instruc.~ted. by ·the President or 

echool3.5 directors of this Cong:regation. Also 

on Sunday mornings~ holy clays excepted from 

nine to eleven o'clock. 

Three, To keep a correct list of scholars at

tending and absent. 

F'ourth, To be at all times present in the 

synagogue previous to commencement of services 

and to perform services if eo instructed by 

the Presid.ent of the Congregation. 

Fifth, To deliver a discou:rae i.n the German 

langue.ge whenever requested by the President 

of this Congregation. 

Sixth, Not to perform the ceremony of marriage 

unless authorized by the President of this 

Congregation. 

seventh, I 1rrill attend to all other duties 

appertaining to the office of teacher. 

Should. I fail to perform the duties ass1.gned 

to me or misconduct myself, I shall be liable 

to suspension in accordance with article 9, 

Section 10 by la\lrs. 

In t;he performance of the above duties the 
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congregation bind themselves to their part tb 

pay to the undersigned, the sum of ~300.00 per 

annum from the day of th1.s congregation 
8 
s 

! . I 



general election~ 

In witness whel~eof, I have hereunto set my 

hand and seale> 

Philadelphia, May 3, 1853a 

Dr. B. L. Illoway."36 

The follqwing is a copy of Rev .. Frankel's agreement: 

"I the undersigned bind myself to fulfill 

the following articies of duties appertain

ing to the office of Hasan. 

Art. l. That I will not attend any marriage 

or funeral ceremony without the sanction of 

the President or presiding officers, and in 

all occasion when attending, dress in my 

clergica.l robe. 

Art. 2. That I attest every marriage certifi.-

oate and make a f'air copy of same in the record. 

book, for which he shall be entitled to a fee 
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of no lees than tlwee dollars from the contract-

1ng par•ty. 

Art. 3. That I ~·rill a.ttencl the funeral of mem-

bere and seatholdere, their wives and children, 

except ma.le children over the age of 21 years. 

Art. 4. He shall attend the funeral of strangers, 

and perform the burial service if requested by 

the President or presiding officers. 

Art. 5 $ He shall attend the Minion and read 

the prayers cl.uring the 1 shi.va 1 at the residence 

of such members or seatholders, as shall be en-
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titled thereto, provided such attendance does 

not interfere with official duties at the 

synagogue and a distance not to exceed two miles 

from the city state house. 

Arte 6. He shall be at all times, present in 

the synagogue, previous to the commencement 

of the Service, arr~yed in hie clergical robes, 

he shall read the prayers and the alloted 

po1•tion of the Lal'r. 

Art. 7. He shall enter in the record book of 

the congregation all deaths occurring within 

one week after such event under a fine of ~1.00. 

Art. B. He shall attend and perform all other 

duties appertaining to his office as reader and 

herein expressed, should he fail to perform the 

duties aseignecl to him or otherwise misconduct 

himself~ he shall be suspended a.s providec1 in 

the Art. 9 sec. 10 of by laws. 

For which performance of the above duties the 

congregation binds themselves on their part, 

to pay to the undersigned, the amount of ~;6oo. 00 

per annum, from the day of thi.s _congregation us 

general election. 

The unctersigned partner binds himself to per

form the duties of reader for one year. 

In ~<'ri tness whereof I have hereunto set my hand 

and seal. 

46 

Philadelphia. this 18th day of May 18.53. 
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J. Frankel L. s.u37 

From 1853 until the coming of Dr. Jaet:r•ow in the latter 

part of 1866 the congregation retained its previous charac-

teristics. The congregation was so anxious to obtain Dr. 

Jaetro~r that they offered him a sala:r•y of ~~4,000 per yea.r 

for life, an enormous sum for those days. There is a story 

told, that upon his arr:l.va.l in this country, the anticipa-· 

tion was so strong that several people, ~rho were del ega ted 

to meet his ship, fell into the water. Shortly after his 

coming to Rodeph Shalom severa.l modifications of the Orthodox 
' 

customs began to creep in. The sale of religious honors were 

entirely abolished. One of the most important modifications 

which was suggested_ by Dr. Jaetrow was that an organ shcm.ld 

be placed in the ner.-r synagogue which the congregation was 

contemplating to acquire. In modifying the di.vine 't-Jorship 

service eevere.l resolutions were adopted in November 1867 

of which only the most important are mentioned: 

11 The congregation shall pray in a low voice and 

be g·uided by the Rabbi in ris1.ng or sitting. 

Reciting prayers in a loud voice, as well as con

versing, is strictly prohibitive.u38 

On November 2 0 1870 another step for\lrard was macle; in 

the selection ancl acloption of that prayer book edited in 

1865 by Dr. Benjamin Szold, of Baltimore, of which I b.ave 

made reference to earlier. On September 3, 1871 the com

mittee on Divine Service again submitted the follov-Jing 

:t:>ecommendations t<Thich r.-rere accepted., namely, 11 to have only 

one-third of the weekly portion read, and that the choir 



.. 

c: 

., . 

be in attendance according to the order of the Reader4u39 

In refer·ring back to the suggestion of Dr$ J'astrow in 1866 

to install an or_gan, it is interesting to note that on 

Apr.il 25, 1872, N'e find in the completed report of 1~he 

Build.ing Committee that on November 10, 1869, it was con

tracted with Messrs. Standbridge Brothers for an organ to 

cost ~llO,OO'oo 
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In 1878 the first suggestion of Joining the then propos-

ed Un:ton of American Hebre~r Congrega. tions was submitted ancl 

on March 1879 they di.d... Ho"t~rever, we read later on June 15, 

188L~>, that a resolution was adopted to withdraw from the 

Union of American Hebrel'r Oongrega tions d.ue to various and s~ndry 

reasons. 

January 13, 1<887 was a very sad da.y for Rodeph Shalom, 

Cantor Jacob F'rankel died after serving in this capacity for 

thil"'ty-:rline years. rrhe great esteem with which "the congrega

tion as well as other membe:r•s of the community held. toward 

Cantor Frankel may be summed up briefly by a clipping that 

appeared in one of the newspapers at the time of his death. 

"Cantor FrankelJs favorite chair, pulpit and 

platform were deeply d1~aped in black, the synagogue 

was thronged with sympathizing mourners who came 

from all portions of the city, to take part in the 

last ceremonies which were bestoTtJ"ed upon the grand 

old man, who through his genial disposition, beauti

ful voice •••• The choir sang some of hie favorite 

hymns, being hardly able to restrain their deep 

emotions during the singing of the beautiful strains 

,I 
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which were formerly accompanied by his clear and 

:t•inging voice~ Cantor F'rankel was born in Grunstadt, 

Bavaria, July .5, 1808. He v1as educated in the 

schools of his native town, and became the assistant 

reader and member of the choir of the synagogue .. 

In hie early youth, he traveled. with his two brothers 

through Germany, Alsace-Lorraine gj.ving sacred eon

carts and the saying at that time was, the young 

Frankel a are coining money. Cantor li'rankel later on 

acted as e.eaietant reader at the old ~eemple, at Mainz, 

on the·Rhine. In Mainz he received a call from the 

Rodef Shalom Congregation, and landed in Philadelphia 

1n the year 181}8, 1rrhich pos:'l. tion he held up to his 

death. In 1861 he receli ved the commie sion of Chaplain 

in the United States Army from Abraham Li.ncoln, which 

commissi.on still adorns the v.ralle of his home. He 

served in that oapaci ty d.uring the War, ad.mini.stering 

to the ·wants of the soldiers in the hospitals then 

filled with dying and wounded heroeso The Rev. Jacob 

Frankel left to hie children a lasting monument of 

which they may feel proud, and the name of Jacob 

Frankel will for many years be remembered by all 

those with whom he came in contact."
40 

Of Further importance aa in regards to the changes that were 

to eventually identify this congregation with Reform, we read 

the following note in the above clipping: 11 His children all 

possess some of his musical talents,. VHis youngest daughter, 

Rosa, who graced the choir as soprano~ has a sweet and well 
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educated voice ••• $" This statement gives to us actual proof 

of the existence of a mixed choir, even though it is not 
/ 

mentioned in the minute notes. 

In October 1891 about the time of the ce1e"bration of 

Dr. Jaetrow 1 s twenty-fifth anniversary, a movement was start

ed to procure an assistant rabbi. It was at this time the>t 

the congregation began to emer.ge even more decidedly from 

a Conservative background to a mol"e ·liiJeral Judaism$ This 

was a period of great conflict as the congregation was di

v1Gled,1nto two camps; those 'lftThO ~rished to retain their Con

servatis~ and those who wished to abandon the strict tra

ditional ritual, service and customs. 

On September 14, 1892, a committee was appointed to 

wait on Dr. Jastrow for the purpose of aslcing 1r1hether he 

would consider to retire. Dr. Jastrow accepted and five 

days later Dr. Henry Berkowitz was elected rabbi.. With the 

election of Dr. Berkowitz we find a definite turning point 

in the histo~y of the congregation. It is t~ue that through

out tl1e entire existence of this cong~egation the~e bad been 

hints and changes to1rraro. a mo~e libe~al Judaism, howeve~, 

w1 th the coming of D~. Berko"~Pri tz, a graduate of the Heb~ew 

Union College, the cong~egation 1 s yearnings were· reali.zed. 

It was not easy for Dr. Jastrow to accept these changes 

and he often voiced his opin1.on in the ·press. It was 

necessary fol" the Board to ~rri te to him and. to ask him to 

refrain from expressing his opinion as it was causing much 

st~1fe among the ranks of the. members. On June 11, 1895, 

the congregation macle a step that definitely identifieCJ. it 



/ 

51 

with the Reform movement, for on this date the congregation 

voted to accept an~. use the Un~.n ~!'.!1-Z~r.. .Book. And so after 

three short years, of the ministry,of Dr. Berkowitz, the 

congregation made a def:tnite break with the past, a otep 

that was inevitable since throughout its enti:r•e history the 

co11grega tion had been moving toward this , goal. 

Between the years . of 1810 and 18.5 0 the synagoga1 life 

of the Phi1ao.elph1a community transformed i tee1f and e_:x:panded 

with many· changes. During this period Hickve Israel retained 

its original Orthodox tradition, but Rodef Shalom as w~ have 

noted, veer•ed toward conservatism and finally assumed the 

character· of e. Reform eongregation during the years l892·ul89.5. 

A third congregation to join ·the ranks of the synagogues of 

Philadelphia was Beth Israel, founded in -1840 by a group of 

German and. Polish Jews. Beth Isrf::tel began as an Orthodox 

congregation but later joined the ranks of Conservatism. 

In 1847 Keneseth Israel Congregation was fo:t'meo. and 

immediately upon its founding identified itself with the 

Reform movement. 

It is needless to. dwell at length on th:Ls congl'egation, 

however, it is necessary to mention a few of the more im

portant innovations. The first and most important step 

towards Reform was taken in September of 18.55 when it was 
' 

decided. to install an. organ. A Ml'. F.ischer was elected 

organist and shortly thereafter a mixed choir was organized .. 

In 18.58, separate seating of men and 1-10men came to an end and 

observance of the second. day of holyd.ays, except Rosh Hashanah, 

was abolished. Thl'oughout the next years changes in the 

ritual and customs came rapidly. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 

New Orleans was founded by Bienville upon the east side 

of the Mississippi River in the year 1718.. J'ews began to 

settle in New Orleans very early, ho'ffrever, there is no 

written record of an organized Jewish community until the 

beginning of the 19th century. At the beginning of the 

19th century, after the purchase of the Louisiana territory 

. by the United States, J'ews penetrated south. Included among 

the Jewish population at the beginning of the 19th century "tolere 

S't1.c·h famoueJJew,ish men as Samuel Ie:r•ael, Ezeltiel Salomon, 

J'udah 'rouro and Henry H;yams. It was not until 1828 that 

any attempt was me.de to organize a community, and during 

this year the Congregation .Shaara.i Chesed was founded. Con

gregation Shaa.rai Ches~~~d is now kno~..rn by the name Touro 

Synagogue G The origin of the Touro syne.gogue dates back to 

1828 when Shaarai Chesed was incorporated. The conditions 

that caused. ·the founcling of the Shaarai Chased a:r•e very 

interesting. There is a story told about a certain Jacob 

d.a Silva. Solis» who was on a business trip in New Orleans 

around. the year 1826. 11 'Wb.ile there .Passover arr:tved and he 

could buy no Matzoth (unleavened bread.) .. He therefore 

ground his own meal in a mortar and baked his o"V~rn matzoth. 

The condition prevailing in New Orleans stirred Mr. Da Silva 

to found a synagogue, or at least to stir up his friends 1n 

N~H:J' Orleans to get together and to found some Jewish in

stitutions .. ~~t~·l The above story together with the fact that 

52 
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the title page of the Constitution of this congregation 

bears h:ts name gives i:tmple proof that this Mr. Da Silva 
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was the founder.. Credit is also given to him as 1 ts found.er 

in a series of letters "t<Tri tten to h:ts family after. his 

death in 182.9e Meanwhile those who adhered. to the Sephardic 

ritual, mostly Portuguese Jews_ had their own mostly private 

houses of ~rorship. 'rhey dedicated their synagogue and named 

it the K. K$ Nefutzoth Y'ehudah, (The Dispersed of Juda.h) in 

the year 1845. Around the year 1843 there was a movement 

to organize the New Orleans Jewry i.nto one community, but 

all attempts were una·u.ccessfule The great ph1le.nthrop1et 

Judah Touro presented the Portugut;J~e· Jews with the Episcopalian 

church which was dedicated·in 1850 under the name of K. K. 

Nefutzoth Yehudah.. Meanwhile the Congrega t:l.on, Gates of 

Mercy laid 1 ta corner stone a.nd dedica te.d the new building 

on March 5, 18.50. Unfortunately the membership of the 

Bephardic congregation the Dispersed of Judah dwindled 

gra.d.ually, 1 ts decline due to the war ·between the states 

and the yellow fever epidemic. Due to the impoverished 

condit.i.ons of the entire community these two congregations 

found it impossible to continue alone. In 1881 Congrega-

tion Dispersed of Judah merged "to;rith the Congregation Gates 

of Mercy, a.nd it was at the time of this amalgamation that 

the name Touro Synagogue \1ras adopted o The Touro Synagogue 

joined the Union ot'American Hebrew Congregations in 1879 

and obviously it was the German Gates of Mercy that 

identified themselves with the Uni.on. of American Hebrew 

Congregations, and the Portuguese element seems to have 

offered no serious objections when both parties amalgamated 
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and formed the Touro Synagogue. 

After the consolidation of these two synagogues, 

Rabbi Isaac Leucht became its spiritual leader a.nd 1 t 

was he who gave the ne'tnr congregation the name Touro 

Synagogue. In 1909 a new synagogue was consecrated on 

St. Charles and General Pershing Streets.. Some of the 

spiritual leaders connected. ~Jd th the congregation 'tnrere: 

Rabbis Marks, Harris Kaufman, Rosenfield, Nathan, Jacobs, 

Guttheim, Chumanoiero, and Leucht. I 'l/ITill nov.r turn to the 

other two congregations of New Orleans, Temple Sinai and 

Gates of Prayer which have a much more interesting and 

valuable history. These two congregations present many 

:tnteresting facto and ohed great light on the period 

around the middle and last half of the 19th century .. 

The founding of the Cong1•egation Gates of Prayer 

goes back to 1840. It was located in the city of Lafayette, 

which adjoined the city of New Orleans but has been part of 

New Orleans since 1853· The MiSsissippi traffic promulgated 

the growth of Lafayette as 'ltlrell as New Orleans and Jews were 

attracted to settle in this small community. Lafayette 

interestingly enough was only a mile or eo from the heart 

of the city of New Orleans but due to the swampy condi

tions which made travelj_ng difficult this Jewish community 

had to depend entirely upon itself for spiritual inspira

tion. At first only a minyan existed but by the latter 

1840 1 s this minyan had gro1:rm to around thirty. These men 

spurred on by seeing many of their brethern alone and 

forsaken in theix• sick beds organized in 1849 the Jewish 

-------------------------------
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Benevolen·t Society of Lafayette. Members of this eoclety 

paid 50¢ or more per month and were entitled to help in 

time of need. It was at this time that these members 

decided to carry the 1r.J"Ork of their previous labors to 1 ts 

logical conclusion. In January 18.50, Congregation Sha.arei 

IJ.'ef'iloht or 11 Ga. tee of Prayers of the 01 ty of Lafayette 11 

was founded. 

The congregation ~rae Orthodox and followed the German 

ritual. The services of the congregation were conducted 

by a can tor, or by a member appointed (.ID?&b~ac:g, !ill..'J:Y:) to 

fulfill this office. The cantor at this time was authorized 

to perform marriages according to Jewish law, but first had 

to pass an examination to. determine his capability. In the 

earliest years of the founding of Congregation Ga.tes of 

Prayer they ha.d a great cleal of trouble in keeping.'a cantor~ 
' 

This "(ttras due 9 probably, to no other r·e~son except that the 

position paid only $10 a month. The first to accept this 

position was Hayem Kaufman who was engaged in Ap:r•il, 18.50. 

Tr.te duties of Cantor Kaufman included. the instruction of 

the children three times a tfll'eek, and he was authorized to 

perform marriages. He was re-elected for another twelve 

months but :resigned. in the middle of his term of.; office; •.. '.Fol

lowing his resignation this position was filled by a sue-

cession of temporary cantors. Finally Isaac Hechihger was 

elected in 18.5.3 and held the position until his death eight 
~ years later. 

The school established by the congregation found it 

difficult to maintain itself, as one teacher followed 

-----------------------------
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another and the congregation had to resort to privata 

teachers, for which they paid. For· over a year the school 

was closed and the children attended a private school at 

the expense of the congregation. At this private in

stitution the children we1•e taught Hebrew, the Pentateuch 

and as a matter of course Frenche Finally this arrange

ment was abolished in the year 1860 and Cantor Hechinger 

undertook to teach the children for two hours every Sunda.y e 

A year l~ter Samson Cerf became cantor and at this time a 

regular week day school was organized. His duties included. 

instructing the cl1ildren four hours an afternoon, five 

days a week, in addition to Sundays. For this instruction 

he was compensated by a small salary plus the monthly 

tuition fees of 50¢ to 75~ e. child and was given an addi

tional allowance for the rental of a class room~ 

Realizing a need to have a synagogue of its own, a 

decision was made to have plans drawn in the fall of 186l.J., 

and an immediate dx•i ve was made for funds. The dedica tio11 

of the completed synagogue was held on April 5 s 186'?. On 

this occasion a choir rendered several selectio~s which 

enhanced the dedication ceremonies. 

It was immediately after this cledioation ceremony that 

one of the in1 tial steps was taken v.rhich was to carry the 

congregation eventually into the fold of Reform Judaism. 

The initial step in this prooe~s was an outgrowth from the 

dedication ceremony .. _ The special choir engaged for that 

occasion was retained to sing at the services, and 1 ts mem

bers asked for a rnelodium to accompany them. 'l'his step 



met with little controversy, in fact there were enough 

members in favor of this innovation to make its acceptance 

rather easy. Strangely enough all the bickering and 

heated debates that existed in other congregations per-

. taining to this question were almost completely void 

among the members of Congregation Gates of Prayer. The 

members of the congregation were strongly 1n favor of in

troducing an organ, and they immediately referred the 

question to a ·number of lead:l.ng rabbis in Germany and 

Alsace. They accepted the advice of the Chief Rabbi of 

Strasbourg that instrumental music wao permissible on the 

Sabbath if played by a non-Jew and elected a Gentile 

musician to play the organ and direct the choiro The 
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choir itself was macle up entirely of Jews. Even w1 th this 

sentiment to meet the changing times with as little nega

tivism as possible, the members of Congregation Gates of 

Prayer could not be induced by the arguments of' the cantor, 

backed up with quotations from the prophets to sanction 

the employment of a Gent:1.le to sing during the services;, 

Other innovations follm:red, though not without con

flicts and. changes of heart. In the beginning of 1871 the 

congregatj.on clecided that the Haftarah should be read in 

German and. English. Later that year the congregation had 

a change of heart and deciclect that the Haftarah· should be 

read only in Hebre1rJ as befoi•e •. This question was eoo.n 

brought ·up again and after a heated debate, it "'as resolved . 

. that the Haftarah should be rea.o. by the cantor 1n the German 

language. 
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The members of Congr•egation Gates of Prayer ·continued 

to make changes in the ritual and customs more or less 

haphazar•dly until the fall of 18.13 when a special committee 

was appointed. by a unanimous vote to consider a plan :for 

the modiflcation of the services. The committee 1s report 

was accepted, but unfortunately it was not placed in the 

minutes of the congregation and we have very little in

formation as to what the reforms included$ We do know, 

however, tha·t it was resolved. that the first and. last 

verses of "Lecho Dedi" should be sung e~ch Friday evening~ 

v!e knov,r further the.. t immediately after the adoption of the 

committee's report a request came from the organist asking 

for a raise since the service had been augmented by the 

Friday evening service. We might assume therefore that 

another one of the reforms was to supplement the traditional

l'y sundo't<'m service with a later Friday night service e We 

get still a fur•ther clue as to what the committee 1s repo:t•t 

included from som~rthing tba t happened about six man ths 

later. At a special meeting called specifically to discuss 

the question of changing the position of the cantoP during 

services so that he 't'<JOulct revert to his previous position 

facing the ark instead of the congregation, 1 t was moved 

and accepted. that the cantor resume his traditional pos1 tion. 

We may assume that this action reversed a.nother of the 

committee's recommendations. 

Samson Cerf had been the cantor of Congregation Gates 

of Prayex• from 1861 to the end of 1869. He had come over 

from Alsace as a young man and settled. in Nevr Orleans where 



he went into the shoe business$ Throughout his life he 

maintained a close relationship with the congregation. 

Due to certain circumstances it is not hard to see why he 

resigned from the cantor 1s posi ti.on, for he was subjected. 

to frequent criticism. He was accused of certain mis-
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d.emeanors that the congregation felt were not befitting 

the dignity of his position: they objected to his singing 

at balls, and he was also accused from time to time of 

rio.ing on the Sabbath. Even though he had officially 

resigned his position as cantor, he was to return many a 

time to help out when it had no regular cantor~ the last 

years of his 11 fe found. him again in the pulpit of the 

Congregation Gates of Prayer officiating as their cantor. 

In the year 1881 an advertisement which the congrega

tion placed in the American Israelite gives us a good idea 
-----~ 

of V<rha t they expected· of a can to1.... He must be trained. in 

music, capable of preaching in German and English, and able 

to supervise a Sunday School. The successful candidate was 

the Rev. Mr. L. Weis, elected at a salary of ~1,000 a year. 

His tenure of service did not last long and in the middle 

of 1884 the Rev. Maurice Eisenberg was elected. Eisenberg 

demanded, as a condition of his election, the adoption of 

the Jastrow prayer book and abolition of the aliyos. (probab-

ly "selling" of aliyos) 

Unfortunately the minutes for the years 1885 through 

1903 have been lost, leaving a considerable gap in the 

history of the congregation. By 1904 when the minutes 

resume we learn that the congregation had taken· the decisive 

step of electlng a Reform·rabbi. He was Moise Bergman, a 
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grad.ua te of the Hebre't-J Union College. Interestingly 

enough, even TJ~ri th the election of a Reform rabbi; con-

di tions did not change draa tically for the Jast:row· ri. tua.l 

continued in use; they prayed "t..ri th covered. heads and re

quirec1 the rabbi to wear a tall is in the pulpit. Hovrever, 
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·~ on the othe!~ hand., there wets ain organ and. a mixed choir, 

and men and. women sat together. In 1908 the Congrega

tion Gates of P:ra.ye:r affilil:lted itself with the Union of 

American Hebre'w Congregations, and :tn 1928 the Jas trow 
42 

pr a. ye r book. g ave way to the llo.J...Q.;o...h&.Y..~.r.._D.QM. 

'\!Je need not dwell at length on the histo:r-y of Temple 

Sinai founded in 1870, for this congregation was founded 

as a Reform temple. It :l.s interesting however, to view 

V~ri th a little surprise the i nnova.tions that thiE-J congrega

tion etdopted almoBt immediately upon 1 ts founding. An 

organ costing :jji6,_200 was contracted for from a Cinci.nnati 

firm. An English hymn was V\rri t;ten especially fol" the 

consecration ceremony. By the year 1873 we read that the 

·H.itual Committee had reported that there were members who 

refused to t.ake off thelr hats during service e In or~der to 

see that this diffidence should be ruled out and also to 

enforce the constitution in every respect, cards were print

ed asking visitors to uncove:r- their heads. The congrega

tion joined the Union of Amerj.can Hebrew Congregations on 

July 28, 1877. A choir was o:r-ganized as early as 1872, and 

a mJ.mbel' of o:r-ganists followed in rapid. succession~ rrhe 

}Jni2!L.Yr~£!._~ wae adopted in December 1895. Congregation 

'remple Sinai "t-!as truly founded upon the principles of Heforrn 
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as they were uncteretood in these years.. Immedie,.tely upon 

1 ts founcUrig 1 t introduced, as we have seen, many of the 

innovations ~Jhich other congx•ega tions had to fight bitter

ly for a number of yeal'.'B ~ All the innovations adopted by 

Temple Sinai were accepted as basic rules upon w!uch this 

congTegation was founded. In other words, '\J'Jherea.s other 

congregations had to adopt and resolve to introduce a more 

liberal atmosphere, and evolve into a Reform congregation; 

Temple Sinai hacL no such problem fol~ 1 t was consecrated 

upon the principles of Reform. 
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CHAPTER V 

THE JE~JISH COMMUNITY OF CINCINNA'ri, OHIO 

One would have never realized that the community of 

Cincinnati vrhich at one time liTBB consiCtered the last outpost, 

't'lrould develop and gro"t<J into the core of the .American Reform 

movement. In spite of a.ll geographtcal and. hie! torical odds 

against it Cincinnati radiated the life giving factors which 

germinated the growth of Reform Judaism from a single congre

gg tion to more than Li-20 congrega tiona today. 

Cincinnati's beginning was f0stered through the courage 

o!' men who dared to conquer the unknovm. Hen who realized 

well that progress can only come, when one is willing to stake 

his hope in the realization that to conquer the unkno;N"n one 

must become identified with it. Cincinnati, a city of 

frontiersmen, began as a grant sold to Judge Cleves Symmes. 

r.ehe :first settlement was led by Byrnmes in 1788 and was lt nmvn 

as Losantiville. People seemed to realize the promising future 

that Cincinnati held out to them for by 181+0 the population 

had 1 ncreased. to Lt-6, 338. Jel.oro d.id not flock to Cincinnati 

in large numbers as they d:Ld. in certain other Eastern com

muniti.es. The reason for this was not due to- bm~iness op

portunities, for Cincinnati wa~ located in a v~ry opportune 

position and. presented great possibU .. ities to the fortune 

hunters, but rather the fear, that in Cincinnati the Je~r 

would lose all connection with Judaism. This is not diffi

cult to unders·tand-"-yet there Trrere some people who ov-ercame 
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the an:x:iety-coming from organized \Jewish communi ties vJhich 

offered them certainly the most important benefit, the 

Synagogue, where they could identify themselves ~1ith their 

people anct 1'\Tith their religion. The fir•st known Jewish in

habitant was Joseph JonEts t"rom Exeter, England "rho arrived 

in Cincinnati in 181?. The city of Cincinnati totaled 6,000 

people at this time. He w·as a deeply religious man and wrote 

at a later peri.od that his most fervent prayer v.ras 11 that he 

might be a nucleus around which the first congregation might 

be formed to worship the God of Israel in this great western 

terri tory • 11 t.r3 JevJs did. not arrive .in this community in la:r•ge 

numbers, c-ts a rna tter of fact we n.nd no nev.r arrivals after 

Joseph Jonas until two years later. It is not until June 

1819 that -vre learn about the arrival of three more Englishmen, 

who follov.red the ~rev-rj.sh fai tll, namely; Lew ish Cohen of London, 

Barnet Levi of Liverpool, and. Jonas Levy of Exe.ter •. With 

less than half a minyan these four men gathered together and 

J:leld the first v.ror·ship services on the High Holy Days of the 

year• 1Bl9. One cannot help pausing here a moment to meditate 

on the spiritual forces that rea.cted 'f;lri thin these men, forces 

that were inherent in their homeland and that stirred them to 

meet in divine worship servicQB and to follow their Jewish 

faith. Even if we did not he.ve e.t our di.sposal the minute 

notes to stucLy the history that began with these four men, we 

could assume with little hesitancy that it was inevitable that 

at the first opportune time a congregation ~tTould be founded. 

These meri were not able, however, to achieve the immediated ful-
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fillment of their dreams. For, as mentioned earlier Jews 

did not flock to thle community in large numbers. 'l'hey 

ct:une in dr•ips and drabs and it v.1as not until five years 

later in the year 1824 that the Jewish community numbered 

the enormous populatlon of tlJirenty, enough finally to form a 

congregai:;ion. It was on January Lr, .1824, that these earlier 

Jewish settlers sa"t-,r their dream become 0 reality. F'or it 

was on this day that the majority of the Jews of Cincinnati 

gathered together for the purpose of organizing·a congrega

tion. At this initial meeting plans were discussed for form

ing a congregation and the folloTJring preamble lJ11as voted on 

and accepted: 

11 Whel"erHl, It 1 s the duty of eve1,y member of the 

Jev·vish pe:r•suasion, 1!iThen separated from a congr·ege.

tion, to conform e>s near as possible to the worship 

and cer•emonies of our holy religion, ancl, as soon as 

a sufficient number can be assembled, to form our

selves into a cong1•egat1on for the purpose of glorify

ing our God and obse~ving the fundamental principles 

of our faith as developed in the Laws of Noses: with 

these impressions the undernamed persons convened at 

the residence of Horris Hoses:, in the ci.ty of Cincinnati 

on the fourth day of January, 1824, corresponding to 

the fourth of Shebat, 5584. 11 

It was at this meeting on January 4, 1824, that Congregation 

Bene Israel came into existence, today more familiarly known 

as Rockdale ~venue Temple. One can readily see now, by the 

thoughts expressed in the preamble, that the tTeTJ11S of Cincinnati 
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felt it incumbent upon themselves not to let an extra day 

go by to prolong the formation of a congregation any longer 

than necessary$ 1:!1 thin a very short period from the time 

of the coming of the fir•et Jewish settler ln 1817 a congrega-

t1.on had been formed., a dree.m that permeated. the very being 

of these early settlers and did not give them any rest until 

it became a reality. 

Up until the build.ing of their first syne.gogue the con

gregation could not afford the services of a rabbi or leader& 

The services of the congregation "t~rere led by members who read 

the prayers. The services followed the traditional Orthodox 

1•1 tual which was characteristic of the tTe1ors of England. Even 

today .tn England there are fevv Reform congregations e The 

people thus coming form such an environment naturally followed 

the rj_ tual that they were accustomed to. In the Ocq_ldent of 

1842 we find the follo~ing article written by Joseph Jonas to 

eubste.ntiate the strict Orthodox. tendency that prevaU.ed at· 

this time in England. 

11 The or•iginal founcters of our congregation were pr•incipally 

from Great Bri:tain, and consequently their mode· of V>ror

sh1p was after the manner ·of the (}erman and Polish 

The congregation met for worship services in such places that 

they could obtain to house its members. The members of the 

congregation found themselves worshiping in a frame. building 

located on Main between Jrd and 4th Streets. Similar places 

of worship had to satisfy the congregations 9 needs because the 

desire to build a home bf their own was far from being realized \1 

l
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due to insufficient fundso The congregation, anxious to wor

shlp in the proper [aesthetic] a trnosphere, macte appeals to 

their brethren in various parts of this country and abroad. 

'l1hey r·ece:tved. sufficient help to buy the ground and on 

June 11, 1835, the cornerstone was laid. At this time the 

congregation felt a strong need. to have a spiri tu~:tl leader 

to guide them. On the occasion of the laying of the corner-

stone the congregation 1-ras able to boae1t of having their first 

professional reader or Ce.ntor, Rev~ Joseph Samuels, v.rho served 

the congregation for a very short period. The synagogue 

dedication took place a little over a year later on September 

9, 18)6, and the service began wtth the founder of the con-

gregation knock:l.ng on the door and the voice of the reader 

w1. thin replying: 11 'It is the volce of my beloved that 

knoclteth'' and the vo:tce of the founder responded from the 

out.s1de, 10pen to me the gates of righteous; I will go i.nto 

them and I will praise the Lord1
1

" 

The oone;regation. was served only by cantor•s until 185.5. 

The first ca.ntox- as mentioned Gtbove, wa.s Joseph Samuels, anl't 

his tenure of office was too short to establish any definite 

mocle of ~rrorship. After Joseph Samuels tenure of office 

cantors follm..red in rapid succession from 1836 on through to 

1917~ The cantors who served the Bene Israel Congregation 

1rwre Joseph Samuels, Hart J'uda.h, J. Kilsheimer, Henry Mannheiroer, 

L. Lipma.n, )\1. J.vle;srer, Noses Betuer, N. Luxembourg, Henry Shule, 

N. Goldstein, and. J·oseph lVie.nd.elberg, who served in th1.s 

capacity until 1917.
44 

From 1824 until 1848 the congregation followed its 
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or:tgin.aJ; .. moo.e of ~oTorshlp drifting contentedly upon the 

anciertt eea of age old tradition. The first step toward 

67 

1 ts iden tif'ication 11111 th a more liberal a ttl tude came in 181+8 

when the congregation voted in the affirmative to organize a 

choir~ 'rrw next reform came in 1851 when the congregation 

decided to substitute an English prayer in place of the 1Hanothen 

t 1 shu.ah 1 • 

As the years pas sed the congregation gx•evJ very s teadlly 

and soon it became evident that the present quarters were 

not adequate to accomrnoda te its large membership. .A ne1r<r 

structure was dedicated on the corner of Sixth and Broadway 

in the year 1852. An interesting incident took place at this 

time, v!hen it was suggested tha. t a mixed choir should be em

ployed .to enhance the beauty of the dedication ceremony. 

Very he a ted. discussion followed. and it was decided to d.ispenee 

with female voices.. ~~he congrega tlon was still not ready to 

take any d.ecini ve steps toward the Refo:r•m movement.. They 

were s ttll domina ted by the practices follow·ed in their 

earlier environment in Europe. This decision of the con

gregation to dispense with the female voices came as a surprise, 

for the founder of i;he congregation in an article written in 

the pccl..qent of 18Lr2 stated that at an earlier date the v-oiceEJ 

of female singers graced their services. 'rhis step can only 

be understoocl if we consider the fact that in latter years 

a large German element had filtered into the congregation 

and mane.gec1 to suppress the ae early refo:r•ms and instead in

stitute cust;orns that were prevalent in the.ir birthplaces. 

'Jlhis C}errnan element that adhered to strict Orthodox tendencies 

:r•etarded wha.t might have been an earlier ldentif'icatj.on wl th 
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the Reform movement~ 

In 1855 the congregation decided that it could no longer 

exist without. the services of ~ rabbi to place it on a firm 

foundation. At this time they advertised for a rabbi who 

must be a reformer, but not e, radi.ce.l one a The congrega.tj_on 

at that time "t"J'BS standing on the threshold of 1 tf\ future 

identification with the Re;torm movement and only, needed a man 

it>Jho was capable to help them make up their somewhat undecided 

mindB. It was at this time that the congregation eleeted the 

Rev. Dr. Max Lilienthal of New York as their spiritual leader. 

Immediately upon his elec.~tion he instituted many reforms. He 
I • 

·r•ecommended that no more 1:tvl:i.tz'li1roth' be sold, that certain 

prayerA be abolished and that some change be made in regard 

~. to the 1 Misheberach. • He 1..mme'c1ia tely organized a. mixecl 

choir to be used in Divine Worship Services. Many bitter 

re sentrnents follO'!tied. these ne'ltr innovations but the me.jori ty 

of the congr·egation upheld its rabbi 1 8 actions. 

At a. meeting of the Board of Trustees held on April 8, 

1863, a· resolution ~ras ·introcluced e.ncl adopted., to the fo llo'\llr

ing effect: 

11 V.Jhereas, 't'J'e ht:tve witnessed that our present service 

is not at all sulted to the splrit. of the age, and 
-

not such EtA ls likely to impress the minds of the 

rising generation with that vener~tion and respect 

that our holy cause demands; and whereas, while we 

do not wish, nor would we like, to advocate any 

change :l.n funde.mente.l principles of the Mosaic re-

ligion, we are of the opinion that an entire change 

-I 



of our mode of service is necessary; 

Resolved, that we recommend to use our energies to 

build a Temple with all the necessary improvements, 

family pews, an organ, a choir •••• 11 
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On October 27, 1865, the congregation adopted the following 

innova tiona '\ilrhi.ch brought it closer to 1 te affiliation with 

the Reform movement: the triennial, instead of the annual, 

ree.dJ.ng of the Torah; the Baphtarah to be read ·in English, 

the purchase of an organ to accompany the cholr, the use of 

lGnglish or G·erma.n prayers in the service in addition to the 

Hebrew prayers, and the exclusion of all prayers in petition 

for a release from present bondage. The final step in its 

identification came with the adopting of the Uni.Q.!} Pr~r 

11Q.9lf. in 1894. Congregation Bene IsJ:•ael suf f'ered many birth 

pangs in its efforts to beautify and enhance its mode of 

worship, prematurely breaking forth at the early date of 

1842 with the reform of having mixed voices in the choir•, 

and then being retarded by the German element that prevented 

the complete fulfillment of its dreams until 1894. 

K. K. B I NAI YJ:l~ SHURUN 

rrhe first comers to Cincinnati formed the English con

gregation B 1 nai Israel and followed the Polish Ivlinhag. Af'ter 

a fe'\ilr y·ears \\)'hen the English JeivB of Congregation B8nai 

~ Israel began to be supplemented by a new immigration of German 

Je1trs into their congregation, discord bJ:•oke out among the 

members and the Ger•man element broke away and formed Congre

gation B 1 nai Yeshurun ln the year 1840. 1l'he reason for this 

discord is clearly stated in the constitution of Congregation 
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B 1nai Yeshurun aclopte(l September 19, 18Li·l. 

11 Whereas, It has pleas eo .. the God of our .forefathers 

to gather some of His dispersed people :l.n the city 

of Cincinnati, who are taught and used to apply to 

Him for merciful bounty, and to praise His holy 

name according to the rites of the German Jer,rs, and _g ... ,.,.. .. _.,..,..,_.,.--
Whereas, The lftri~e a.no. republican la'irrs of thi.s 

country are bas eo. upon universal toleration, giving 

to every citizen and sojourner the right to ·ljlrorship 

according to the dlcta.tes of hls conscience, and 

V!hereas, Also the mode of 'tvorship in the established. 

synagogue of our beloveCJ. brethren, K. K.. B. Israel, 

customs of the said German Jews, _____ .. _, ______ ..... , ____ (C-...&>.,__.,...__ ... .,.,... .. -.,._..,...,....,.,. 

'rherefore, ·we, the unders i.gneo .. , bino .. ourHelvea 'l.mder 

the names of Congregation K •. K. B. Yeshurun, to use 

our best exertions to support c. synagogue by that 

name, e:nd to vJOrsh:1.p therein accord:tng to the rites, 

customs and usages of the German Jews, to be the same 

as far e .. s practicable, and .. itJi thout departing fro'm the 

form and custom no~i in use by th:ts congregation~ ••• 
11 

We do not have to read in between the lines to see immediately 

that the Germ~n element was greatly dissatisfied with the mode 

of wol"ship followet"l.. by t;beir beloved brethren and could not 

find happiness t'\Ti thin the pevJB of this congregation. Unable 

to St"le.y them to follo""' the Minhag Ashkenaz they did the next 

best thing and broke avmY and formed their o~m congregation 

which followed the customs a.no .. rj_ tua.l to whj.ch they hacl be-
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come so condi tionect due to thetr earlier environment in 

Germany. rrhis constitution o:f K. K. B 1nai-Yeshurun also 

helps us to undsrstand more clearly why, when Con~reg~tion 

B 1 nai Israel in the year 1842 he.d in a number of_ 'tnJ..ays adopted 

a number of reforms including ch.e.nges in the ritual and having 

a choir made of mixed voiceE, was forced back into its tra-

d.itional mocle of v.rorship; this phase lasted until its 

identification v.ri th the Reform movement some fifty-ti'iJ'O years 

later. A pl"'emature birth that might have lived had not the 

German element filtered. into its ranks. · 'l'hls early step 

to"t,ytu•d the He form movement by B 1 neJ. Israel in 1842, had it .. 
been succEHJBful, -v.rould have placed this congregation in a 

rare position for it would have held the distinction of being 

the second Reform congregation in America. 

The first meetings of the Congregation B 1nai Yeshurun 

were held on Fourth Street, between Main and Sycamore and 

Simon Bamberger was elected cantor in 1842 and. served in 

this capacity until 1844. He was paid the enormous.salary 

of $75 a year, imagine! This minimal se.lary which he received 

was probably the ree.son vJhy his tenure of office vras so short. 

In the year 1845 an interesting event took place. A 

letter was received on April 27, 1845, asking the Executive 

Committee to bring before the congregation at a general 

~ meeting a proposal for the members of B'nai Yeshurun to 

unite 11r:i.th B1nai Israel. 'Jlhe Committee did not infringe 

upon the rights of these members and brought the _r;roposal 

before a general meeting. At this meeting of the entire con-

gregation the proposal vras rejeoted. This step made by certain 
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members of the congregation proves one thing, namely; Con

gregation B 1 nai Yeshuru.n vrhich had been founded upon the 

strict Orthodox tendencies of the German Jews, bad already, 

within these fevJ years after its founding, begun to waver 

upon its pedestal of strict OrthocLoxy. vathin the next fev.r 

years a further step vms te.ken vJh.tch evidenced this under

lying tenor of the times to become more and more associ.a ted 

with the forces of liberalism. For :i.n the .spring of 1847 an 

advertisement was placed. in the ~.~1 stating that Con

gregation B1 nai .Yeshurun vrishecl to engage the services of a 

reader at a salary of ~500 a yeBr. In September 1847, James 

K·. Guthe:l.m who lfTflS irridely· kno1rm He a man of liberal tendencies, 

,.,.rtHi elected Habbi of Congregation B1nai Yeshuru.n. 

On January 29, J.8Lr8 the Commt ttee on R.i tual, Gutheim 

being a member, laid before the congregation several proposed 

changes in the order of Divine Worship Services. 'rhe con-

. •" grege.ti.on adoptE:ld thE~ proposals relating to decorum, changes 

in Bible reacting e.nd the Priestly Benediction (as to exactly 

what they had :i.n mind in reference to the Priestly Bened:1.ct1on 

is not clearly d.if:lcernible). At this time Hev. ·Guthei.m was 

author•ized to organize and prepare a choir. 

In the summer of 1848 the congregation dedicated a new 

synagog·ue on Lodge Street. One of the main features at this 

cleclicat:ton ceremony was to be the choir that Rev. Gutheim "VJa.S 

to organize ancl prepare for the occasion. In the Oq_9.!9:.~n't!, 

of November, 1848, we find the following account of the dedica-

tion ceremony: 
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11 •••• A novel spectacle 1r1as exhibited at the consecra-

·tion, nothing less than a procession of about three 

hundred persons, Israelites and Cbristlans, walking 

from the room, where the congregation formerly wor

shiped, to the new synagogue, to convey thither the' 

books of the Law, to be deposited in the ark built 

for their reception. The processlon was preceded 

by. a band. of I'JlUBic; this was follmved by three little 

girls, dressed in white, with wreaths of flowers •••• 11 

Hev, ,James K .. Gutheim instituted a number of reforms, as 

we have noticea., Hhich 1'Jlrere accepted by the congregation. 

However, during the years 1848-lSi.J-9 estranged relationships 

began to exist bet·ween him and. the congregation; the reason 

is not evident because of the lackof minutes for this period. 

We may dl~av.r one conclusion as to why theBe unhappy relation-

ships existed bet-v1een Gutheim and B 1nai Yeshurun from an event 

that took place in the spring of J.Sl.J-9.. It seems that nothing 

could. be done to bring about a change in regards to t;he 

estranged relationships between Rev. Gutheirrt and the congrega-

·' t tion and after a very trying year he left Cincinnati. Im-

i i· 

med.iatel;y thereafter Rev. H. 1L Henry was elected his succeBsor. 

A few words in reference to Rev. Henry's beliefs and we can 

sec immediately '!frhy Hev. Ctutheim resigned his poei ti.on. R.ev. 

~ Henry was a JevJ of ard.ent Orthodox tendencies.. That Hev. 

Hem•y NB.S chosen to become the spiri t:u.al leader of B 1 na1 

Yeshurun immediately after the resignation of Hev. Gutheim 

1nrho WHS knO'tm for hie liberal tendencies gives ample proof 

that the friction bet1"'een Gutheim and the congregatlon was 

due to a resurgence of Or·thodoxy. Rev. Hem.··y 1 s salary was 
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doubled at tr.e end of one yes.r an<l he received $BOO for his 

services. From this incident one would think that all was ~~2,-

going Tft!ell between. Hev. Henry and the congregation but for 

acme unknown reason pleasant relationships between the __ .. ~ "'~""""- . 

rabbi and the congregation came to an end, and on July 11, 

1851, Henry tendered his resignation. On October 4, 1851, 

the congregation electecl Rev. A. L. Rosenfeld, of the Or tho-

, dox I)ortuguese Cong:r•egation of Cl:1arleston, s. C., cantor and 

lecturer at a salary of ~1000. Rev. Rosenfeld was also known 

for his strict Orthod.ox tendencies. The proof that the con-

grega.tion lJas having e. reversal in its beliefs comes from 

several accusations that were brought against H.eve Rosenfeld 

questioning hie Orthodoxy~ Such indictments as to his eat-

ing meat of the hind quarter of.an animal; the.t he a.rrived 

in Cincinnati by railroad on the eve of the first day of 

Rosh Hashana; the. t he had eaten of the flesh of guinea fowls, 

v-Jere levied .s.gains t Hev. Rosenfeld. It seems that not only 

did the congregation want an Orthodox rabbi 1rJhen they elected 

Rev. Rosenfeld, but that a return to strong Orthodoxy was 

Clearly espoused by the congregation so that even Hev. Rosen

feld ~rho v-ras ltno1,'rn for his Orthodoxy \IIras not strict enough 

for them. 'l'his ineic.lent certainly gives us sufficj.ent reason 

why Rev. Gutheim could. no longer be associated vJi th B 
1 
nai. 

YeshuJ•un. Rev. Rosenfeld was exonerated f'rom all these accusa

tions and continued to serve the congregation until Passover 

of the year 18.53 at which time he r~signed d.ue to reasons 

that have been lost in __ ~_!le ob..!'3£ .. 12:.rJ.tu. of the past. 
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In September 18.53 the congregatton decided to elect 

DI·. Isaac M. Wise as rEtbbi and aslted him to name his own 

conditions. Dr. vase wrote B 1nai Yeshurun a letter and 

stated his terms on which he would accept their offer. He 

wrote in his latter the following conditions of acceptance: 

"that he be elected rabbi unanimously and for life; 

that he be given a living salary~ which would make 

him financially independent; and that he enter on 

his duties six months after his election. He added 
1+5 

to thiA tb.El. t he vwuld not preac~h a t:r•ial sermon • 11 

The Congregation elected Dr. Wise unanimously according to 

his stipuln.tions on October 27, 1.8_'5). This was indeed con

trary to everything that the congregation bad stood for only 

a feirr years earlier. They had just recently been under the 

strict Orthodoxy of Henry and Rosenfeld and now they elected 

unanimously a man vJho had been called. in many periodice.ls a 

heretic and a. thor•n in the side of American Je1ivS. This ap-

pears as a strange incident indeed. Dr. Heller states in his 

history of' the congregation that, 11 The marriage ofthe t1rro, 

of Isaac M. 11 is e and K. K. B • nai Ye shu.run, ,, as happy and. 

fl'"Ui tful. Both ga-ve, he as the leader, they as his people, 

his disciples, his helperB. 1146 Within tl'JO weekA after Dr .. 

Wise had. e.rri ved in Oincinna ti the J::iut±!!! t1nd the sale of 

Nit~.vo't!E:. vJere abolishe·d. Dr. Wise next proposed the organiza-

tion of a choir, a problem the. t previously had met irJi th 90n-

tinual disapproval.. '11aking 11 ttle heed to the previous un-

happiness th9.t such a move caused, Wise just Ol'ganizeo. a 

choir and announced that they Ttrould sinr, at the Fride.y eveni.ng 



service. Wise wrote in his Reminiscences in reference to 

this event the follo1rring:. 11 Ivlembers of all the congrega-

t.ions flocked to the synagogue and filled it. The harmonious 

strains of Sulzer 1 s music resounded for the first time in a 

synagogue in the western part of America to glorify the 

de.wh of e. nevr eNt.. The- venture proved completely success-

ful. Cincinnati listened, and all hearts glowed with en-

thusiasm.... It i.s scarcely conceivable no·~t.r (this "toms 

-wrri tten twenty years later) wha. t a vic tory for culture ancl 

progress the introduction of a synagogal choir was at that 

time. No reform of the Jewish service was possible until 

the Jewish ee.r ha.d again become accustomed to harmony and. 

beauty. The service would have disappeared gradually al-

together•, if it had not been reinstated in 1 ts old dignity 

and uplifting solemnity by song. Many who longed unconscious

ly for, or who even opposed, the i.ntroduction of the choir 

into the synagogue, surely recognize now hO'IfT the harmonious 

strains affect and edJ.fy the worshiper, and exert e.n uplift-

ing effect even upon the 11<rhole of life. The first choral 

songs in the B 1na:t Yeshurun Synagogue in Cincinnati were a 

ne'lfr pathfinder of culture for· the Israelites in the West. 11 '+7 

.After the organi.?..a tion of the choir . the congr•ega tion dec:tded 

to install an organ. Interestingly enough, before the con-

grega tion ins tal led the organ, Dr. \'lise condu.c ted the choir, 

made up of young men and women, by leading them on his violin. 

In the year 1856, Dr. Wise set forth his efforts to compose 

a. prayer book that would better fit the needs of American Jewry. 

Dr. Wise wlshed to formulate his nev.J prayer-book, which he 
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called Minh~g A~er~, keeping in mind the following require-

mentn: 

11 It v,ras out of the question to . retain the olcl 

prayers unchanged, because the belief in the coming 

of a personal Messiah descended from the house of 

David hacl d.isappearecJ_ from among the people. rJ~he 

return to Palestine, the restoration of the Davidic 

dynasty, of the sacrificial cult, and the accompany

ing priestly caste, were neither articles of faith~ 

nor commandmente of Judaism, while the lamentations 

over oppression and persecutton cmd the accompanying 

cry for vengeance were untrue and immoral as fEJ.r as 

American Jews were concerned. The cabalistical por-

tions, 1;orhich had crept into the prayer-book, and the 

obstinate adherence to the doctrine of the bodily 

resurrection, were regarded. as unjuBtified.
1148 

The ne-v.r prayer book w~:ts accepted first by K. K. B
1 naj_ Yesb:w:•un 

in the year 18.57 by an over'tvhelming vote of one hundred and. 

ten to eighteen. 

In April 18.54, the congregation elected the R.ev. lv'iarx 

Moses as cantor and reader. Moses resigned as cantor in June, 

18.57, ·was succeeded in October by Gustew S. Ensel, and in 

18.58 by G. M. Cohen. Next came Cantor Jacob Meyer who served 

from 1866-1867 and then came Cantor Samuel Kraus of Vienna 

·1,oJhO served the congregatton in this capacity until 1889 vrhen 

the posi t:t.on of cantor "t-ras abol:l.shed. 
4

9 

At the time when the organ was introduced into the syna-

gogue, Dr. Wise '\Jirrote a lengthy arti.cle in the _hsraeL\.te of 
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May 18, 1855, justifying the introduction of the organ; 

11 The harp of Judah vms silent for centuries; but now let it 

tune again in praise of the Rock of Israel; let it tune 

agai.n on this free soil, and invite the nations to render 

praise with us to the Eternal Father of the Universe, the 

Ruler of the nations, the Lord of all ere a tion • 11 

Dr. 't'lise notes that during his incumbency Orthodoxy 

o.isappearecl from the congregation vJi thout any great distur

bances. Dr~ Wise 1 s influence w~s felt strongly by the 

members of B'ne.i Yeshurun. r.rheir deep faith and respect 

r,.ri.th \Jlrhich they regarded his opinj.on, enabled Dr. Wise to 

. institute rngny ne~rr reforms, througl'l.out his service as RH.bbt 

of B1nai Yeshurun, 1;·rithout the bitter resentments tba.t occurre.d 

in many other· congregations. Dr. Wise did not force any of 

his reforms too abruptly upon his congregat:ton. He first 

indoc trim1.ted his flock e.nd then let the seed germinate, 

realizing that if he ltJOuld be patient, the ·congregation 

would move tdward his beliefs little by little. Ae 1e evi-

denced by many of the reforms stated above, Dr. Wise was 

chlefly concerned. wl th adding decorum, beauty, music, and a 

reviEJed liturgy to tb.e Di Vi.ne vJorship Services. All, these 

new reforms pointed directly toward the goal that he kept 

foremost in his mind, the sdaptatlon of a ritual service 

~ tt1a.t 1~ov.ld better serbve anCl fit the· need.s of ~l\rl1l3..t he ce.lJ..eti 

American Jewry. This seemed to be the desires of all religious 

leaders during this period. 

One cannot possibly give a complete history of B 1nai 

Yeshu:run ·vri thout giving a short one of two other congrega-
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tiona that joined. its ranks, . namely; the ReacU..ng Road Temple 

and K. K. She 1erith Israel. 

1'he Readj.ng Roacl.. rl'emple known as Congrege.tion Ahaba.th 

Achim .'lJITB.S organized. toward the end of the year 18l.J,7. rrhis 

congregation, interestingly enough, was not founded because 

of a dJ.ff'erenne in ideologies. The formation of A[labath 

Achim grevr. out of a de eire of certt1.in JevJS who felt that 

there should be a congregation in the upper section of the 

city. 11he congrege tion held. i tB first meeting on February 18, 

1848 and the following were present: L. Goldsmith, Samuel 

Weil, Charles Kahn, Henry Kahn, M. W. F'echheimer, H. Winter, 

I'. Bloch, and. l'L Westenberger.. Immediately follo'lJ!ring this 

meeting, Congregation Ahabath Achim held ltn ftrst servi.ces 

'lJ!rith Leopold .. Goldschmidt acting as cantor. Joel H. Steinberg, 

the hlstorian of the congregation, in the Israelite, a.sserted 

that there was little to narrate that had. occurreet bet"TrJeen 

the years 1849 and. 1861+. During these years the congrega-

tion remained. str>i.ctly Orthodox, both in the synagogue and 

in home practices. The congregation in ita early days of 

existence maint~=.tj_necl the old t radi tiona to \llJhich they "t"Jere 

accustomed. vJomen 't1rere seated. in the balcony. But the in

fluence vvhich Dr. Wise exerted upon his own congregation 

spread rapid.ly not only throughout the community of Cincinnati 

but to rna.ny other parts of this country. Congregation Ahabath 

Achirn under the indi.rect influence of Dr. Vlise began to 

emerge from its thick outer shell of strict Orthodoxy and 

i.n the year 1872 an organ ;,ras installed.. rrhere was also 

organiz.ed at th:is t:l.rne a cholr of fifty children, "t·Jho sang 

to the accompaniment of the ne·v.r organ. Among the 1•abbis who 
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served this congregat:ton ·lrJere Gold.e.mmer, Ill:tozi, Eppstein, 

Rosenstein, Mandel, Zirndorf and Deutsch, the latter t'IJIJO also 

served as professors at the Hebrew Union College. As the 

city of Clnclnnati bege,n to enlarge i.ts borders and. t ak.e in 

the more beauM.ful suburbs,· members of. Congregation Ahabath 

Achim became dissatisfied with its location and began to 

move a-vmy placing the congregation in a very precarious porJi

tion. It vras at this time tb.a.t Congr•egation Ahabath Achim, 

d.ue to the circumstances that jeopardized. itB position, 

merged v1i th Congregt-1.ti on She:Deri'th Israel which had been 

organl7,ed on September ), 1855 in Gerson's Hotel, then on 

'Yji:alnut Street be tv.reen J:i,ou:r•th and :B'ifth. The congregation 

within a very short time leased a hall at the corner of Seventh 

and Walnut Streets and d.edicated this buil(ling as its syna

gogue on tTanuary 13, 1856, v.ri th H. Lasker officiating as its 

cantor. The congregation was not completely satisfied ~rri th 

i.te ·pre Rent location e.ncl •rJithin four years dedicated. a ne·H 

structure on Lod.ge Street 'l!Jhich they later sold on April 1.5, 

188). A new synagogue was consecrated on March 27, 1885 

and. Dr. Davld. DavidE1on of the Hebrevr Union College was elected 

1 ts rabbi and on April 27, 1890 Nr. Grodsky was electecl its 

cantore Congregation She•erith Israel and Congregation 

Aha bath Achim ha(l dls cussed merging for e. number of years. 

r:ehe consolidation, hov.rever, d.id not take place untll May 1906, 

at which time it was to be known a~ the Reading Road Temple. 

The rabbis 'tvho served the congregation after its merger 'l;vere 

Jacob Hielz.iner•, son of Dr .• Mose B J.viielziner, Jacob Kaplan, 

1915-1926 and Samuel \V'ohi Hho becume i.ts lead.er immediately 

upon his gra.duat lon from the HebrevJ Union College i.n 1927. 
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':Phe Reading Hd. 1'emple, 't·rhich c.ame into existence 

through the merger of Congregation Ababa th Ach:l.m and. She 1 eri th 

Israel, almost immediately began to diecues plans to amalga

mate v.rith the B 1 ne.i Yeehurun (Isaac M. Wise) congregation in 

the year 1908. .At thls time many of the problems were di.ei--
·~ I 

• cussed such as having joint Friday evening services, but no 

d.efinite plan could be arrived at. ~?he matter 1iJ'B.s then 
! ' 

,. 
,·; . 

. \. 

dropped but ca.me to the fore throughout the ensuing yearH 

and finally after 23 years the Reading Road Temple merged 

wj_th B1nai Yeshurun in the year 1931. The first .Joint con-

gregat:1.onal meeting was held on June 2, 19.31 and the consolida,., 

tion was accepted. unanimously. 'rhe mel"ger of· these two con

grega t:l.ons was really a consolidation of three synagogues 

namely; Congregation Ahabath Achim, Congregation She 1erith 

Israel and B 1nai Yeshu.run to be known thereafter as the 

If:1aac Ivl. 1~ise Temple. 



CONCLUSION 

Ao vie look back over the his tory of the congregations 

dealt vJ"ith in this thesis, one can readily see that Reform 

Judaism in Arner:i.ca. did not come into being 'lfiJi thout leaving 

in its wake the bitter resentments and accusations that any 

1... ne'lr! i~ea will bring, especially when it affects the cuB toms 

ano. rl tee of a people that have been cond.i tioned. to them for 

'l <1. 

'I . 

;, 

i. 

so ·many years. 

The history presented herein is not only a detailed 

analyels of j_ndiv:l.o.ual congregations, but the his1~or•y of 

a cross section of J"ud.ai sm as j_t emerged under its new in-

fluences. Judaism has lived among many peoples and thrived 

in many lancls throughout; thom~ands of years. It has been 

influenced. by these many <'lif'ferent climates of opinion 

accepting more or less certain principles, customs arid rites 

that added to the wholesomeness of its welfare and rejecting 

those that t end.ecl to mar or decay the basic principles for· 

v..rhich it stood .. 

A people ca_nnot exist 1 n a shell, apart from the rest of 

the world, and not be influenced by the environment and 

climate of public opinion. 

The main preble~ of the American Reform-movement, as far 

as its ritual \rva8 concerned, ·vas to compose a liturgy that 

'iWulcL be in con,formtty v.rith the nev.r climate of publie opinion, 
,/· , 

v1hile at the same ttme not compromising the basic principles 

1 of Juda:Lsm. Consequently, the movement could not afford to 

remain static, but had to try out ne¥ experiments in this 
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area, subtly- transforming the old formulas or, vrhere this 

was impoe:~eible, to attempt reinterpretations. Thi.s has been 

the case vri th American Judaism an<l Dr. Wise stated. this ln. 

much more eloquent lanc;uage '!,•!hen he said.: 

"American Judaism, i.e, Judaism reformed. a.ncl reconstructed. 

by the beneficent influence of poli ticftl liberty and. 

progressj_ve enlightenment, is the youngest offspring 

of the ancien~ and venerable faith of Israel. The 

old soul is found in a new body; that majestic palm

tree is but transplanted into a more fertile soil 

and invigorating clime; it is still the monotheism 

of Abraham and ]!loses, vrith its logical sequences, 

though clad in a ney~r dresfl of forms ano. formv.J.a.s. 

It i.s the Americe.n phase of Judaism. So in the 

cour·se of his·tory, vJith its lavJB of development, 

there has been a ·palestinian, an .b~gyptian, e. 

Ba'bylonian, a Spanish-Portuguese, an Ita1ian, a 

Germanic ano. a Polish phase of this same Juclai sm, 

each grov!:tng up v.ncler t1:1e peculiar circumstances of 

time, place and condit1ons."5° 

We also notj.ce throughout thiB thesj.s that the poBi tion 

of the Cantorate begins to play a lesser and insignificant 

part until it becomes aboliDhed in most instances. However, 

lntereBtingly enough e.s history clevelops and public opinion 

eho.ngeB, the Cantora.te is once aga.in findi.ng favor 'l,'!i th 

Reform-rabbis. The reason for this is the need for more 

1,w,rmth in the ritual; the need for more tradi tione.l elements 



) 

. ~- ·::,. 

,·.: 

1... 

''· 

/ 

-~ . 

,·1· 

' .. ·.· 

,· 

in our worship under pressure of the second-generation 

Eas teJ:>n Jews in our congregations; and the need for a man, 

vJho is a professional muE.dc.i.an and. "VJell trained in J·e~trieh 

lore, eo that he can inspire the service and teach thr; 

chi.ldren. 

Today, it may be ee.icL that traditionaliBm is resurgent 

again in the Reform-movement, but this can har•dly be viev.red 

as a reactionHry or sentimental relapse into the Nid.dle Agee. 

As :Or. Heller said in our interviev-.r, Reform ,Jud.e.ism is beginning 

to correct many of the mistakes that j. t made 1r1hen it threv-1 

out "en masse" all the ritual from the worship service, and 

1£~ once e.gain trying to j.ntroctuce these beautyfying spiri.tua.l 

additions in order to create more warmth in the ritual. 
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sation held with Dr. Morgenstern at which occasion he gave 
so generously of hie time. 

Goldstein v-rae a very gentle and kindly me.n.· He was very 
short and his appear•ance was unassuming. He sang with a 
nas1:1l souncl but his musical rendition of the service was 
pleasing and effective. His chanting of the service was 
enjoyed by all for his music had a singable quality. 
li,forris Golo.stein compiled services for the Sabbath, the 
three festivals, ancl the High Holidays in three volumes 
ar1.•a.nged according to the Un.ion_ITa;ye.!:_f}.£~· In refere.nce 
to this music Idelsohn makes the follovJing remarks. 11 He 
borr·owec1 compositions from Sulzer, Lov.rens tamm, Naumbourg, 
and others, without mentioning their names. Likewise he 
inserted. several items by the F'rench musician Arnres and 
others. His music lacks originality and Jewishness, and 
is i.n part too thee.trice.l. 11 ( Idelsohn 1 e ~b Mu.!U::£., 
pp. 323-4e) In his latter years he served also as Educa
tional Director besides his Cantorial duties. 

Mandelberg was without any merits. He had a fair voice but 
nothing outstanding.. He was of ins:1.gnificant appearance. 
He performed only as a Cantor and was not qualified to do 
a.nything else. Dr. Morgenstern remembers tha.t frequently 
when Dr. Phi. lips on was out. of town he would. take his 
place and officiate at funerals. Dr. :rvrorgens tern remembers 
that he and Handel berg rode out to the funera.ls together 
iri a c~rriage at which time Dr. Morgenstern would prepare 
his funeral address. It seems, however, that Mandelberg 
was a baseball enthusiast and during these rides would 
interrupt Dr. Morgenstern thinking by blurting out sug
gestions on hovJ the Red.s (he called them Red Hee.ds) could 
imprnve thei:r• team by trading certain players. He had a 
habit of singing Toras .Ad.onoi T 1mimah to a different tune 
every Sa turclay morning. On one of these occasions Dr. 
Morgenstern was assisting Dr. Philipson and Mandelberg 
sang this prayer• to the tune of 11 Ha-Tikvoh. 11 Dr. Philipson 
who TrJas an ardent anti.-Zioniflt did not realize this for he 
didn 1 t even know the tune of Ha.-Tikvoh much less would he 
f....).llovJ 1 t sung in his 'remple. Hor}rever, Dr.•. lV1orgenstern 
told Philipson u-.rha t had transpired dur-ing the ser·v:ice and 
asked him if he recognized the melody which Mandelberg 
sang. He said, 11 no, 11 and Dr. Morgenstern informed him 
that it was Ha-Tikvoh. At this moment Dr. Philipson be-
came very ~ngry and said that it will not happen again. 
lv'iandelbex•g was no great artist and performed the service 
in a very J.•outine manner addlng nothj.ng to the beauty of 
the services. He was no figure of stature. 

After Joseph Mandelberg the position of Cantor was abolish
ed. Thls was probably clue to no other reason than the 
fa.ct that the congregation had become disa.tisfied with the 
routine renditions of the music and'felt that they could 
do without an additional expense, since it neither added 
beauty nor spirituality to the service. 

I,. 
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48. ~ .. , -p. 87. 
49. The reason for the a.bolit:i.on of the posit:\.on,of Cantor at 

this t:\.me was due to the strong Reform element that began 
to have control over the congregation. This problem came 
to 1:\.ght throughout the years and once again the more con
servative element began to regain its power at which time 
Cantor Weinstock was elected. In a personal interview with 
Dr~ Cohan evi,dence waH presented. 't'YhY finally vJi th the re
instj_tut1on of th:ts position e.lso came ·with it the eomplete 
abolition of the Cantor in the Isaac M. Wise Congregat:ton. 
Dr. Cohan related thB.t Weinstock had no voice and. the people 
u::wd to laugh at the w=J.y he rolled h:l.s eyes while he was 
chanting the liturgy. He never seemed. able to get along 
wi.th his wife for she was continu.a.lly dragging him to court 
and he retaliated,. He embarraesecl the congrege:tion by 
these actions and 'VIrhe.t 'lrli th his poor interpretation of the 
·trrorship ser•vice plus Etll the trouble that had been brought 
about 'bet1r.1een the Refor•m and Conserva:ti ve elements throug:h·
out the years, trw congrega.tion just d.ecided that they had 
had enough trouble in this vein ancl voted_ to e.bol:tsh the 
position. In all probability the poBi tion would. h.ave never 
been al:)olished had the congregation been able to obtain the 
services of a well trained c~pable Cantor. The abolition 

·of thi.f.l position was not due to reforms es vrere many otil'.ter 
elements 1.n x•egarde to ritual and ceremony, but just due to 
many unhappy experiences vri th:tn· the ranks of this particular 

congregation. 
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