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In the long, tortuous and crimson corridor of Jewry's 

history many destructive storms had vented their i'Ull force upon 

Israel's unprotected body. None, however, was so intense, and so 

tar~reaohing in its consequences as the catastrophe that so cruelly 

broke over the Jews of Spain. Time has dulled its memory and healed 

its gaping wounds; modern history has coldly allocated it to a chrono

logical position. But in 11Schevet Yehuda'' there is to be found not 

ua medley without plan or order" but an organized, sympathetic, ana

l~tio, and contemporaneous presentation of the causes leading up to 

that frightful event, ana. the subsequent sufferings of the terrorized 

refugees • 
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In the course of' the nar:ratives that form the contents of 

uschevet Yehuda" there are rnentio;ned three individuals who possess the 

surrmme Verga. They are Judah ibn Verga, Solomon ibn Verga, and Joseph 

ibn Verga. As an instructive phase of our investigations, and. also be-

cause of their relationship to the composition of the book, we present 

biographical sketches of each. The presentation of their lives follow 

in chronological sequence. 

A. JUDAll I:BN VERGA 

The task of reconstructing his biography is a difficult one 

because information that would shed light upon his caree:t' is extremely rare 

and vague. Nevertheless, it is possible to determine certain i'acts and 

infer others on the bases of' secondary sources, contemporary conditions, 
1 

anu. references to Judah in the book. Undoubtedly of' Spanish .. Jewish 

origin, he lived in the second half' of the 15th century. As to the date 

of his birth and the looation of his birthplaoe, there are no available 

records. For the most satisfactory and fl~itful facts about his life we 

turn to the various references to Judah in our book. In narratives XX.XVIll 

and LXII we discover that Judah dwelt in Seville, tha·IJ he was a Cabbalist, 

and that he was helu.. in high esteem both by Jew and Gentile. Narrative 

L'\.XVIU particularly informs us about his e:t'torts in behalf of' the xerez 

de la Frontera Jews, and indicates his prominence in both Jewish and non• 

Jewish circles. Judah's vindication of the accused Jews by a cabbalistio 

trick permits us to assume that he was a Cabbalist. :b"u.rthermore, Narrative 

""'------· 
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LXII inclicates ·bhat Judah played a role o£ some conseq_uenoe in the 1 i:f'e 

o£ the M.a.rra.nos o:f seville, for it was he who anticipated the coming of the 

inq_uisi-tors ~nd displayed a cabbalistic warning to the AJ:~'Il:.~§..i..ID• Still more 

conclusive is the :tact that the agents of the Inquisition are referred to 

him for information concerning the Marranos. 

This narrative also informs us about his movements and his death. 

Placed in the· dreaded position of an informer, Judah preferred to seek safe-

ty in slight. He :i'led to Lisbon, hut, according to the account, his flight 

was in vain. In Lis'bon he was illlJ>risoned and put to the torture. However, 

he refused to e:x:pose the ~ and "died in prison because of the sever-

ity of the torture." 

Judah's £light from Seville may have occurred in 1478 simul ... 

taneous with the advent of the Inquisition, which began its actifi.ties in 

Spain originally in Seville. More than likely· though, Judah left in 1483 

when Thomas de Torquemada as Grand Inq_uisi tor made the lnq_uisi tion a ter ... 
2 

ribly effective machine. If the latter supposition is correct--which is 

our belief--then Judah fled to Po.l~tugal during the reign of Joao or John 

1I (1481-1495) • Just how long Judah 1 ived in Lisbon unmolested is a mat-

ter oi' conjecture. If, as according to the report on I)at;e 94, he was im-

prisoned and tortured because of his refusal to betray the Marranos--a 

phase of the investigations oonduoteci by the Inquisition--it is possible 

. ·d (j\'fJ \ to sa;y that JUdah lived until l5Zl. For it was in the year 1531 that the 

\;,<} N':;. ~ I!l<luisition was offioially introuuoed into Portugal, and, furthermore, 

:··z.:",e~i~J·~)·Vi··~ it is doubtful whether the Spanish Inquisition had a:t:r'l ,iu~isdiction over 

t;''trvft.t:~,~::;·· \an individual in Portugal, particularly if' he were a Jew. Though it is 

~\. "' \'). I \1.,\ rl 1 possible that Judah lived until 15~,1, it is highly improbable, and it is 

more reasonable to suppose that Judah was not a victim of the Inq_uisition 

but rather a victim of the turbulent year 1497. After signing the ~eoree 
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that called for the expulsion of all Jews from Portugal (December 1496), 

King Manoel I or ~manuel ( 1495-1521} prevented their leaving by forcible 

conversion. fhe unfortunate Jews who had gathered in Lisbon fol' the pur-

pose of embarking were given the terrible alternative of baptism or death. 

Some who were forcibly converted refused to remain Christians, and were 

1m1)risoned and tortured. And it is q_ui.te possible to suppose that Judah 

was among these victims. ~'he l:l..ltelihood that he was a victim of the In-

q,uisition is extremely remote, f'or Manoel had decreed tha.t for a period oi' 
4 

twenty years the new converts shoul:d not be subjected to the Inquisition. 

If Judah met his death at that time., it was at the he.nds of the government 

officials, and his imprisonment and subsequent torture were caused by his 

refusal to remain a convert. 

As we shall see later, Solomon ibn Verga freely amplified 

existing reports., and it is our opinion that Solomon preferred to ascribe 

Judah's raartyrdom to his refusal tb betray the Anussim, rather than to 

his refusal to convert.. This perference developed out of an inner struggle, 

occasioned by the attempt on Solomon's part to conceal any 1•elated refer-

ence to his own temporary conversion which enabled him to finally leave 

the shores o£ Portugal. 

Graetz arbitra1•1ly assumes that Judah ibn Verga is the father 
5 

of Solomon, but this assumption is gratuitous. A careful persual o£ the 

11Schevet Yehuda" does not reveal any statement that could substantiate 

Graetz •s claim. In no place does Solomon or even ,Joseph indicate any re-

lationship to Judah, and all references that a son maJr malte of his father 

which would identify Judah as Solomon's father are absolutely lacking. 

Fu.rthermore, in this connection it is significant that Solomon does not 

hesitate to acknowledge his ltinship to Don Samuel .ha Nasi (Narrative L) • 

yet he is strangely mute about his kins;ip--if any--to Judah. Even the 
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inscription preceding the narratives proper does not contain any infor~ 

'mation of a relationship existing between Judah and Solomon. Considering 

the absence of :f'ilial mention, the i'ndefinite character of the remarks 

concerning Judah, and the general paucity of reference, it is unlikely 

that intimate bonds of relationship existed between them. It is quite 

possible that Solomon may have had pel~sonal contacts with Judah, for both 

were in seville and Lisbon. The asswnption that Judah may have been an 
6 

ancestor of Solomon is conjectural and cannot be verified. 

In addition to being a well-known ca'bbalist, it has been 

thought that Judah was of some prominenoe as a mathematician and an astro-
7 

nomer. However, these reported talents oi' Judah have 'been subjected to 
6 

doubt. As to his writings, there is no reliabla +nformation, and his 

co1mect1on, if a:n:y, with the composition of 11Schevet Yehud.a" is that it 

is quite possible that some no·t;es found at the end of an unnamed book of 
9 

··Judah •s were utilized by Solomon. 

B. SOLOMON IBN VERGA 

Here again we are forced to reconstruct a career, for we have 

little reliable information about Solomon. All the vital statistics con-

earning him are lackinga the dates of his birth and death, and also the 

precise locations oi' the places where he was born and. where he died. As 

in J'udah 's case, so here we are aided considerably by references in 11Schevet 
10 

01' these references the most illwni:nating is the one found on Yehuda"• 

page 108. ~'here we find this interesting statement: 11I, poor Solomon 

ibn Verga, was sent by the communities of Spain to collect ransom money 

for the captives of Malaga." It is a :record of history that Malaga, sit

uated i:n Granda, :tell to the Catholic· sovereit,l'lls of Spain in August 1487 • 

Those in the defeated city were enslaved by the victors, and among those 

enslaved were 450 Jews. However, these captive Jews were subsequently 
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11 
ransomed by their Spanish brethren and transported to Africa,. We are 

unable to find any substantiation for the date 1481 which Baer cites for 
12 

this occurrence • We take it that Solomon in. his statement is referring 

to the above incident, and consequently we feel justified in deriving 

certain inferences from the date and the position of ransom-money collec~ 

tor. First, the position of' a collector of monies would hardly be entrus-

ted to a youth, for such a task requires a man of some importance and 

tested abilities. Consequently, we assume that Solomon's age was at least 

in the late twenties, and this would place his birth approxima·tely around 

1460. We also assume that ~olomon was held in high esteem, and was a well-

1-:nown figure among the Spanish-Jewish communi ties • The character of his 

_position lends support to this assumption. And second, he was of Spanish 

'origin, and in all probability belonged to the community of Seville. The 

likelihood that it was Seville is strengthened by the geog,raphical fact 

that it was the largest and most influential Jewish community situated 

nearest to Malaga. 

Since he lived in Spain and was active in Jewish affairs as 

early as 1487, it is certain that he was a victim of' the 1492 expulsion 

edict.. Like so many other unfortunates, he was among those refugees who 

fled to Portugal. Our reconstruction of the Portuguese phase of Solomon •s 

experiences has been considerably aided by the discoveries resultant from 
l~ 

Baer•s investigations. His findings have enabled us to utilize Narrative 

~I and pages 125-126, in addition to Narratives LIX and LX, as biographiai 

material. Narrative LIX is Solomon's report of the terrible edict decreed 

by King Joao II (1481-1496} concerning the transportation of those Jewish 

children,whose parents had been enslaved~to San Thomas or the Lost Islancl.s. 
14 

This outrageous legislation was enforced either in 1493 or 1494. Since 

Solomon was obviously an eye-witness, as indicated in the Narrative, we 
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are certain then that Solomon was in .Portugal by the year 1494. Pages 

~~~\ 125-126 reveal that Solomon was still in .Porcugal in 1497, for ou~.author 
I A)Jt·t~~<~}C)J' inserts into the mouth of the :pope the identical measures issued by 

y1 fl Jl •,, (/; :,./(;.: ~oel of l~ortugal. (On pages 125-126 we read that the pope, in addition 
fJ..f.,l'$!fX tt· *~·~"-

{· . to decreeing e:x;pulsion, decides that the Jewish children should be baptized, 
t{ j't;, . • 

·~l~~-viJ·'I·· and the parents be given the al ter1w.tive of convers.ion or death,.) Manoel, 

~ ' after signing tho edict of OJ1Pulsion in 1496, endeavored to prevent the 

~~· \;1~, Jews from leaving b;v forcibly baptizing the ohildren, IJJ'ld by givi~ tlw 

~· (
1
)adults and hateful and cruel alten1ative of conversion·ot death. These 

'#..ftfvi\11~'€··~. t · 
forcible baptisms occurred in 1497 and it was then that Solomon temporarily 

converted. His refusal to openly report the harrowing experiences of 

~:f/9:7, we believe, is based upon his unwillingness to mention directly the 

tact of his conversion. Solomon remained in Portugal until after the mas-

saore of the Marranos in Lisbon (1506). ~his conclusion is warranted after 

an investigation of Narratives LX and XI. Narrative LX in its essentials 
16 

treats of this massacre. Furthermore, narrative XI, after Solomon's 

embellishments have been removed, agrees in details with the actual con-

ditions as they existed in Portugal in 1506, .Particularly illuminating is 

the narrative's indirect reference to the decrees of Ivianoel. In March 

1507 Manoel proclaimed that converts were to be treated as Christians, 

that converts had permission to migrate. and that they were freed from re-
17 

ligious investigators for a period of sixteen years. It is most likely 

that directly after fvia.noel 's proclamation concerning the privilege of mi-

grating, Solomon succeeded. in escaping from .Portugal, As to his immediate 

destination, we have no information; but it is quite possible that Solomon 

sojourned for some time in Naples. For this city had proved itself a haven 

for many of the Spanish refugees. However, because of the general hostile 

attitude in Christian ~urope especially directed towards Anussim, we 
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bel:i.eve that if Solomon did come to Naples it was only temporarily. And 

he, like so me.ny others, eventually migrated to Turltey, for this country 

·and its dependencies provided a greater amount of security,. Under the 

rules of Bayesid II (1487-1512) and his son Salim I ( 1512-15;;.:0), 1l!urkey 

had been opened to the refugee Jews. During the critical years f'or 

Spanish Jewry, Bayesid had given orders to receive the Jews and not to 

molest them. And Salim his son had opened up large areas :f'or the immi ... 
18 

grants by his conquests. It is most likely that of the leading Jewish .. 

':eUrkish connnunities-... oonstantinople, Adrianople 9 Salonica, and Smyrna ...... 

Solomon settled in Adrianople. For it was in this city that his son Joseph 
~ 19 

flourished. Incidently, Joseph is the only known relative of Solomon, 

for we possess no irli'orma.tion--not even the sl.it")l.test--a.bout Solomon's 
20 

parents or other members o:f' his intimate family. 

We have no details concerning Solomon's education, but since 

he is reported to have been a. physician obviously he must have ha,d some 
21 

scientific training • A perusal of his book reflects the education of a 
• 
cultured Spanish Jew, both in secular and religious matters. 11Schevet 

Yehud.a'' is not the only boolc Solomon wro t;e, for he mentions another work, 
. 22 

11Schevet Evra.tho11 (Narrative L, last line} which has been lost. We 

possess several hints as to the contents of this lost worlt:9 for Solomon 

mentions in 11Schevet Yehuda" page 108 that he had incorporated into the 

lost work ritualistic matters pertaining to Passover. Another reference 

on page 89 indicates that 11Schevet Evra·cho" contained an account of a 

persecution in Toledo. 

0. JOSEPH IBN VERGA 

Unfortunately, we possess but little information that could 

shed light· upon the lif'e of Joseph,. Unlike our two previous subjects, 



I 

.:,',I, 
' ~ - -- ~ • ~~ ·~ < -

· .. " ' 

I' 

(8) 

the re f'erences to Joseph in ttSchev·et Yehudatt prove almost barren as bio-

graphical material, and as a consequence we are i'oroed to depend upon 
23 

secondary sources. Vainly do we read through the narratives in the hope 

of discovering some direct or indirect remark of Solomon that would aid 

us in our reconstruction of Joseph's life, for his father is absolutely 

silent concerning his immediate family. 11herefqre we a1•e unable to de-

termine whether Joseph was born in Spain or Portugal, or that he had wit-
·, 

nessed the expulsion from Spain and the subsequent sufferings of the ref-

ugees in Portugal. 

Some facts, however, may be gleaned from the narratives. On 

page lll we discover that Joseph is the son of Solomon. Pages 33 and 53 

i:tlform us th<.>.t Joseph was a contemporary of the physician :Moses Hamvn who 
. r H 

was bor~ in Spain about 1490 aud died about 1567 in Turkey. Hamon was 

an influential figure among the Jews and aided them considerably by his 
25 

o~~tacts as physician to Sultan Sulaimon I. The fact that Joseph and 

the physician were contemporaries clearl~l indicates that Joseph lived 

i'n the first half oi' the 16th century, and undoubtedly was a subject of. 

Turkey. Further.more, the comnents and the accounts, which have been in-

serted by Joseph in "Sohevet Yehuda" (:pages 33, 53, narrative LI, pages 

111 through the upper half of 115, and page 127), convincingly identify 

Joseph as the editor of his £ather's book. 

From our secondary sources we learn that Joseph was a pupil 

of Joseph l!'asi under whose direction he appare11tly studied in A~ianople, 
26 

the community to which l!,asi had migrated from Salonica. In Adrianople, 

where Joseph dwelt, he evidently was a prominent figure among his co ... 
27 

religionists, for he was a member of the Jollege of·Babbis at Adrianople. 
28 

We also learn that he was contemporaneous with ·R· rram ibn Yaclcya. 

In addition to appending selections and editing 11Schevet 
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Yehudau, Joseph wrote a book called 11She 'el•i th Yosei'"• This work was 

wr:ttten in a.n a.tten:[Jt to torget his grief over the loBS of his only 
29 

son. However, there is some doubt as to his authorship of the book, 
30 

:f'or the boolc has been attributed to a Joseph ibn Verga of Avlona. 
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nschevet Yehuda", since its first printed appearance in 
1 

Adria.nople 1554, has undergone many subsequent reprinti:ngs. The edi·t-

ion which has served as the te:K~ for our investigations is that which 

has been edited by lJooto:r M· Vlieuer, and published in Hanover, Germany, 
2 

1856 ... 1856. This edition of usohevet Yehuda.u proper consists of 127 

pages, containing· a short preface by Solomon ibn Verga, 64 numbered 

Nar~a.tives, 19 pages of unnumbered roo.teri.al (pages 108-126), and a con ... 

oludtng prayer by Joseph ibn Verga on page 127. Of the selections 

nwne:rtoally arranged, Il and the sequels on pages 33 and 53 have been in• 

ser·ted by Joseph. Among the wmumbered select ions, pages 111-115 (upper 

hal:t') and page 127 are also products of Joser)h. 

Arranged structurally in a chronological sequence and in-

tending to be historical in·cha:t'aoter, the numbered portions purport to be 

a comprehensive picture of Jewry's destiny and experiences in the Diaspora, 

beginning with the Fall ClJf «rerusalem and concluding with the fate of the 

1492 Spanish refugees. As such, the numbered dialogues present acJounts 

of persecutions, massacres, expulsions, accusations against the Jews, 

theore·tical discussions and disputations, pseudo-messiahs, and a variety 

of similar material. The ru1numbe:red dialogues, including those of Joseph, 

are of the same character. 

The 1naterial does not permit of definite classification be-

cause of' overlapping, but for the sake of clarification the Narratives 

have been subsumed under ·the following divisions: 

1. Historical • Narratives I, VI, X, and pages 112 ffe 

2. E:x;pulsions - Narratives XVII It XX, XXI, XXII, X..'\.11 I, XXIV t 
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3. Conversions 

4 • .Dispu:'Gations 

5. Accusations 

6. ll!assacres 

7. Persecutions 

a. Fate of Refugees 

9. Pseudo-messiahs 

10. Miscellaneous 

( 11} 

XXV, and pages 124 ££. 

-Narratives LII, IV, IX, XXVI, :XXVIII, XX .. XIV, 

XXXVI, XXXIX, XI,IV, XLVI, XLVII, XLV Ill, and LI • 

- Narratives VII, XIII, XIV, :XXXII, :xL, XLI., pages 

108 ££., 115 ff., and 123. 

-Narratives V, VIII, :XII, XVI, XVII, .XXIX, 

mu, LX!, and page lll. 

~Narratives II, XI, XIX, XXVII• XXX, XXXIII, and 

• Narratives Lt LII, LIII, LIV, LV, LVI, LVII, 

LVIII, LIX, and page 110. 

... Narratives XXXI, and XXXII. 

M Narratives XXXVIII and LXI {Miracles); LXII 

(Judah's d.eath); LXIII (Solomon's dissertation); 

LXIV (Temple and service); and page 127 (Joseph's 

prayer) • 

:B1requently, sources are mentioned for the material, but more 

often no sources are quoted, o:r the incidents are attributed to unlmown 

observers. Following is a list of' the majority of stated sources: 

Narrative I - from "The Chronicles o£ the Kings of' Aragon"• 

Nax·rative Ill - from "The Chronicles o£ the Kings of Pe~sia"• 

Narrative VI ... from "The Chronicles of the Kings of Spain"• 
I ,> 

Narrative XVII - from 11The Chronicles of the Wiseman of :&'ranc e 11 • 
,..d<·t·rtt t _ ......... ....,.._,,._~~ 

Narrative XK ... from "The Chronicles of the Germans"• 

Na.rl"a t 1 ve XXXIV - from an unnamed highly esteemed German scholar. 

Narra i; i ve XXXV - from an uru1amed French Oa.bbalis·t • 

Narrative XL - from the letter of' Abu Astruc 

.·· .. 
~·; 

L_ 
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Narrative XLII ~ from the responsa of .the early Gaonim. 

Narratives XLVIII and XLIX- from Shemtob ben Shemtob. 

Narrative LI 

Narrative LXIV 

Page 110 

Page 112 

Page 124 

~ from Isaac Abravanel's Commentary on Kings. 

- from the letters of the king, Versorius, and Consul 

Ma.rous. 

- from a letter from Fez. 

- from writings o£ R. Shemtob Sanzola; also an unnamed 

Latin book. 

- from Meshullam of Rome's letter. 

To indicate the scope of the book, the general locale of the 

narratives, whenever ascertainable, is listed below, ~he geographical 

divisions are as of the present day. 

1. England - Narrative XVIII. 

3. Germany 

- Narratives VI, XVII, XX, XXI, XXII, XXIII, XXIV; 

XAV, XXVI , and X:£.13 • 

... Nar1•atives XXVI, 2\XXIV and lJCCn. 

- Narrative XLII. 

- Narratives IX, XI, XIV, XIX, .1JOi:IX, 1\LI, LVI, LVII, 

and page 124. 

6• Northern Africa ... Narratives XXX., J\XX!Il, I,!II, LIV, LV, and page 110. 

7. Palestine 

a. Portugal 

9• Persia 

10. Spain 

- Narrative I • 

... Ns,rratives XXXII (sequel), L~ LIX, LX, and pages 

108 ff. 

- Narratives III, XXXI, and XXXII. 

-Narratives V, VII, VIII, .X, XII, XV, XVI, X1.'VI, 

XXVII, XXIX, XX.XVII, XXXVII I, XL, XLIV, XLV, XLVI, 

XLVII, XLVIII, XLIX, L, LI, LXI, LXII, and pages 

115 ff. 
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11. Turlcey ... Narrative XXVIII and page 111. 

12. These narratives do not permit of location - Narl•a.tives XII, XLIII, 

LII, r .. vru, LXIII .. 

'· 

· . 

. . 
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Subjecting 1ttil.evet Yehuctan to an intensive critical study, 

Frit~ Baer in his work has removed all doubt as to the veracity anQ re-

liability of Solomon ibn Verga's source citation. The thoroughness with 

which Bae:r has performed his investigations is reflected in the statement, 

uaass V (Solomon ibn .Verga) es vennutlich erst von Abr. (Isaac .Abravanel} 

abgesehen hat, fremdspraolll1ohe (von ibm freilioh :f'ingierte) Ohroniken 
l 

zu zitieren.u As a result o:f' his :f'indings 9 we are in a position to pre-

sent information bearing upon Solomon ibn Verga's actual source material. 

The relationship of Solomon to the source material is not that 

of a copyist but as one who u~ilizes the material as a background--a frame

work for his own contributions. With this point clearly understood we shall 

proceed with our analysis. 

In the formation of Narratives I, II, VII (pages 7, 22, 23, 

24}, XII (page 35} 1 XXXII (page 65 ff.), and LXIV, Jossipon has been fre-
2 

quently utilized by our author. It is most clearly reflected in Narra-

tives I, II and XXXII. Jossipon is the origin of the observations in Na~ 

ratlve VII concel"l'ling King Latino, Janus, the worship of Saturn. and Luoi-

fer (page 7); the names of the nations (page 7); the founding of the Samar

itan Temple (page 22); the destruction of the battering rams (page 23}; 

and the kUling of the elephants (page 24}. With reference to the supposed 

Latin letter in Narrative lli (page 35) Baer surmises that Verga derived 
3 

it from a speeoh in a version of Jossipon that is not extant at present • 

The description of the Temple in Narrative LXIV is based in part on Jossi-

pon 's description of the Herod:1.an Temple. The sources whioh Solomon cites 
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in Narratj.ves I and LXIV deserve no credence. 

Reflections of Solomon •s familial:'i ty with the writings of 

Isaac Abravanel and subsequent utilization of excerpts is evident in oer ... 

tain selections. Reminiscences al:'e found in Narrative VII (pages 10, 13, 

14, 192, 20) and in Varl:'ative XLIX. Nal:'rative LI insel:'ted by Joseph was 
4 

taken from Isaac Abravanel's introduction to his commentary on Rings. 

From the result of Baer's comparisons of various narratives 

in :••Schevet <Ye:Q.uda.h.•• with like accounts in Samuel Usque •s "Oonsolaoam as 

tribulaooens de Israel" he has arrived at the conclusion that the authors 

derived their materials from a common source. In doing so Baer had care-

fully oonsiderecl Graetz •s assumption that this common source was Prophiat 

iDI:t.ra.n•s ·-· [lt:;t.O.!!'I?, ;n.ft, ,, and had found the assunwtion untenable. ~he 

name o£ this common source or sources is tulknovm, and the probability that 
5 

both authors possessed the same lit_~ral vers~.on is unlikely. ,--- ...... . 

The following narratives are derived from the common source: 

Narratives V, VI, XIV, XVIII, XIX, XX, XXI, XXIV, Jr.:m, XXVI, XXVII, XXX, 

XXXI, XLIII, :xtVI. In all probability Narrative~ :x.xii, XXIII, and XXXIX 

have their roots in the common source. Baer also assumes that Narratives 

XLVIII and XIJX attributed to Shemtob ben Shemtob were taken by that in-
6 

dividual :t'rom the same literary source utilized by Usque. 

The character of this comnon source, particularly with refer-

ence to Narrative VI, is that of a secondary version, written in Hebrew, 

and based on an original contemporaneous account reflecting the Jewish 

point of view of a southern Frenoh or Spanish Jew. ~his original document 
7 

was also composed in Hebrew. With the exception of various identifications, 

conjectural computations and minor disputations, Narrative VI is based 

entirely upon a possibly corrupt secondary version o:f' the original account. 

L 
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NarJ:iati ves .XXX and XXXI (notably xx.:zl} are talten from a com-

mon source Which is in the final analysis a secondary versior1 of Benjamin 
a 

of Tudela's report. Solomon has added freely to the source, as evidenced 

by the insertion of a disputation and the invented conclusion of Narrative 

~l· The souroe used by Verga contained citations from Maimonide's nig-

gereth Temantt oonoern:lng a false Messiah which, however, did not refer to 
9 

~ X J:lQvid Elroy. This Maimonidian excerpt is the origin of JlTarrati ve XXXIII • 

:\ ,_.~ .. : .... ~: 10 :i'i'·'''Ji \Narrative V is based on a secondary vers.ion of Abraham ben .Daud
1
s report. 

V~!'o. }~) (~1 ·,! 

e '3 1;~ ~~~ • _1/ ,,_,u~\ Narratives XVIII and XX are the result of Yerga•s division 
¥ J' ;'i· f· ,, 

q'{JJ~\A}":, , of the sources utilized by him. Baer reasons that Solomon possessed two 

'"'-. "' versions of the incidents--both dealing with the same material--one a 

-~ version which gives the conversion of the priest and the reduction of the 

/" ~\gold as the motives :t'or expulsion, and the other, a smaller -;~~sian whioh 

· GVtt} ~ ':i;f§•~1( ~~~ t s only the re.d11e t ion of the gold as the mo ti va • 
11 

~,.J ..... __.~· 

Narratives XIX, XXI, XXIV, Z:XV, and proba'b;J:y XXII and XXIII, 

reflect a similar:i.ty in their essential points with like accounts in 
12 

USQue's work, and oonsequently indicate a comn1on source. Oharacterist-

ically, Solamon embellishes the materials found therein* 

A seconda~ version, legendary in character, though based on 

a contemporaneous lt'.eport, is the source for Narratives XIV and probably 

JetKIX• The legendary form of the version used by Solomon is attributed to 

the oonfus:l.on revolving around the name Sancha. This name had become con .. 
13 

fused with a similar souncJ.ing name of a Jewish enemy. 

The common source again provides the material fOr Narratives 

XLIII and X.<WI. Narratives XZ.VII and XLVI result from a division Solomon 

made of a single version. This single version was corrupt in character 
14 

and confused two episodes. Narratives XLVIll and XLIX which Verga 
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a:ttributes to Shemtob ben Shemtob were derived by· Shemtob (either the 

Kabbalist or his grandson) trom the same literary source that was at the 
15 

disposal of Usque. Because of sj.milarity in content, locale and dating, 

we add Narratives XLV and XLVII as derivatives £rom the o;ommon source. 

Baer •s exa.mination of the inconwlete accotmt of the dj.sputa-

tion found in Narrative XL was aided by a comparison with two additional 

reports. One is an anonymous Hebrew account termed J and the other is a 

Latin protocol. Solomon, however, had no literary connection with either. 

:B'unda.mental to Solomon's account is a letter to Bonastru' JJasmaestre of P 
Gerona inviting him to the disputation. Naturally Bonast~'s report is {./ 

characteristically Jewish, and was a product o£ his memory. As a com~e-

quence, misunderstandings., confusion oi' names and o·cher errors ensued. In 

addition to reporting the course of the disputation, Bonastruc includes 

outside conditions and occ1:r.rrenoes within the c,ircle of Jewish deputies. 

Any improbabilities or legendary strains that may seem to exist are the 
16 

result o£ Verga's editing. 

According to the computation of Loeb, there are ten sittings 

recorded in Narrative XL. Bonas·!;ruc has seven :for the same length of time, 

whioh is one more than the number recorded in the J account and in the 

Latin protocol~ This additional day results from Bonastruo's inclusion of 

the :·reception day tendered by the pope for the deputies. With reference 

to the ten sittings in Narrative XI Baer reasons that the three superfluous 

sessions are errors of Verga, arising out O:f' misunderstanding. Baer re-

moves these three extra sessions by (1) plMing the sentence on Pe.r~e 73, 

line 21 betvveen the words of the sentence on page 74 line 15ft'.; (2) con-
II 

neoting the sentence ox1 page 75, line 26 with the sentence on page 76, 

line 2; and (·3) by claiming that the careless remarks of R. Astruf /...J 
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17 
provoked Verga. to insert that which is found on page 76, l.ines 13 ... 18. 

However, Porges who reviewed Baer•a study presents a more plausible ar-

rangement o£ the sessions spent in disputation. 'I1his critic :t'inds that 

Verga mentions seven sessions. Page 70, line 7 begins ··the first session 

held on a Tuesday, February 7th. Page 72, line 25 begins the seoond 

session held on Wednesday9 February 8th. Page 74, line 15 begins the 

third session held on Thursday, February 9th. .Page 75, line 25 begins the 

fourth session held on Friday, February lOth. Page 76, line 2 begins the 

fifth session held on Saturday, .February 11th. Page 76, line 18 begins 

the sixth session held on Monday, February 13th. And page 77, line 4 be ... 

gins the seventh session held on Vfednesdayt l!"'ebruary 1!5th~t 'J.lhis last ses-
18 

sion is concluded by line 14 on page 78., In com~ing the number o:f' 

sessions, Porges utilized Baer 1s emendation of the sentence on page 73, 

line 21. The speoi,a.l opening session na.rrated by Verga is pure invention, 

though it is ~uite possible that the pope received the deputies in a speo-
19 

ial audience. on Sunday, -February 5th. 

Porges bases his dates upon various evidences in the text, 

several omissions, and the letter of invitation. The date on page 68; 

line 16 is not to be taken 1i terally (the first of ·the month) --as Baer has 

so understood it--but it means the first day of the week-.. Sunday. l!'Urther-

more, the date o£ this Monday; the fifteenth, which has dropped out of the 

text, is to be restored. Another date which is to be restored is Sunday, 

February 5th, which precedes the last word in line 30, page 68. The letter 

o£ invitation to Bonastruc dispatched November 26, 1412 specified his ap- . 

pea.:rance in 'J!ortosa on Sunday, January 15, 1413; consequently, Porges' 

dating with reference to thB assembl,iilg o:f the deputies is c:loundly based. 

Page 70, line 7 testifies to the £aot that the first session began on 
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Tuesday, February 7, 1413. Since no mention is made of a session held on 

Sunday, February 12th, the day Monday should be inserted in line 18, 
20 

page 76. The o.ate for the last session is mentioned in the text, page 

77, line 4. 

:Saar's examination identifies the unnamed speaker men·tioned 

in line 13, page 75 as :Magister Solomon Isaac or Solomon Maimon. He was 

not an invited deputy nor was he well-kno~1, but he was an ~nhabitant of 

Tortosa. Verga's erroneous identification Of him as an "inhabitant of 

Rome" .is in part due to Maimon 's relative unimpo:r•tance, and partly due to 
21 

Verga's :remo~eness in time :f'rom the event. 

Verga freely amplified throughout the narrative as is evi· 

denced by tl~ ironical statements contained in line 27, page 69, lines 

16££. page 70, lines 12ffe page 71, a:t:ld lines 33ffe page 72; and various 

passages, such as found on pages 7~ 72, 74, 75, and particularly the in~ 
22 

vented disputation found on page 74, lines 20-34. ~~rthermore, the 

figure Don Vidal ben Benveniste of whom Verga makes the selected chief 

speaker of the Jewish deputies is an invent1ion of Solomon. De~ te the 

:role which Verga gave him and the fl'equent mention of his n.a.me throughout 

the :narrative (pages 68, 69, 70, n~ 73t 74, 77, and 78), DOn Vidal is 

not mentioned once in the two other reports. The Latin protocol reports 

on the entire 69 sessions and frequently mentions R. Ferrer who is ident-

ical, howeve:r, with R. Serachia Halevi, the chief rabbi of the Jews of 

Aragon. The corruption apparent in the listing of the names a:r1d oomn;uni~ 

ties of the Jewish deputies {page 68) is, perhaps, due entirely to Verga's 
23 

interpolation of DOn Vidal's name. It is conjectural as to whom Verga 

wished to honor by· erecting this 1i terary monument for the Benveniste 
24i 

fatl)ilY was, besides being influential, large in number. Baer suggests, 

though not heartily, the contemporary Vidal ben Benveniste de la Oaballeria 

·:·l 
·r 



!1 
' 

•. .f" 

'1 ·. 

I~ 

~. 

{20) 

who in 1492 negociated with the King of Portugal concerning the reception 
26 

of the Spanish exiles. 

lme to a lack of parallel reports~ Baer was prevented from 

maldng a.ey investigations concerning the sources for N'arratives III, IV, 

IX, x, XXXIV, m..v, and :ZX.XVI• However, Narratives III and IV reflect a 

relationship with the historical works of Abraham ben David, though by 

no means a direct one. It may be assumed that both Narratives have been 
26 

based upon an amplified secondary version of Abraham ben David's reports. 

The information concerning the fate of' the Spanish refugees 

found in Narratives LII, LIII, LIV, LV, 'LVI, LVII, LVIII, and page 110 are 

based upon oonte:m,porary reports. A letter is mentioned by Solomon as the 

source tor the fragment found on page 110. We are quite certain that Solo-
I 

mon was not a.n observe!' or partioipan·c in any of these incidents, because 

he was among those Spanish Jews who took refuge 5.n Portugal. The character 

of the reports ind5.cates a free amplif5.oation by our author. 

Narratives XI, LIX and LX are products of Solomon's ovm ex-

periences. Despite the false dat5.ng, the misleading names of places, and 

the insertion of Jewish practices, Narrative XI is strongly reminiscent 

of Verga's experiences 5.n Portugal. Abravanel 1s commentary to Ezekiel 
27 

provided Verga with the list of geographical names. . We cannot be in 

doubt about Narratives LIX and LXe since we know that Solomon was a refugee 

in Portugal,., 

Contemporary reports also provided the material for Narratives 

XXXVIII, LYJ and LXII. Solomon cites a R. Abraham benArama as the oral 

couroe for Narra.ti ve X:·~V'III; however, we cannot find any information con"!' 

cier.ning the cited individual. Any information which Solomon possessed 

concerning Judah i'bn verga must have been of a secondary nature since the 
r 

likeaihood of direct contact with Judah is conjectural. 

i 

i 

I, 
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The account recorded on page 124 which has been richly re" 

\'to:t•I>;:ed by Solomon has f'or 1 ts nucleus the letter of R. Meschullam of Rome. 

~ •'k; f'>tt'' Just where Verga garnered tho ma.terial for Narrative XLII oannot be as-

ry"lf A., I'' oertained, although our author cites the gaonio responsa as its source. 
,. ,. • '/''' # 

a tf ~ :l~e-\ ~! ~( • .. ~\ 
1 \f~J.4f-. 1 ·1 ' ( nquest1onably Narratives L and LXIII are the products of' Solomon. Narra.-

.(, ~--~· li'-"<''~W,, tive XXVIII by 'its poe iti on and, remotely, by its content, suggests that\ lit~ 
·. cirr--1L/~j!\\·~~~- it may be based on the source which was utilized in Narrative XKVII. How-

~/ 'lfl, 1t,itL!vi!'Vt' ever, it is more plausible to suppose that 1 t had its origin in a report \ (1 
.t t} . Lt.l• · concerning the capture o£ Constantinople by Mahomet II in 1453. Fagiti ves \ 

';' "'t;i:.t.· rr;/i.!~ .. i'(f'' were permitted to return to constantinople three days after its £al1. 28 '( 

.. ~fVfi .• ~~~.:·${.i1·.·.;·'·'~ .. :· ... ·l Throughout the majority o£ the narratives listed previously, ,/( /'jl ,,.1\<\ ' ~ 
. ·~· .'( ~ '¥> ~~ . .£r~~~.~~/'""' Scy, omon permitted his imagina-tion free rein, anwli:f'ying and embellishing 

. , 1 },, the material to emphasize various themes which motiva,ted the author. 11 ,,~ #! Q 
't. ·-, 

! 

These' themes (to be discussed later) are brought to us most concretely 

in those narra~ives which,are the unique creations of Verga. Rising out o£ 

the typical experiences of the 15th century Spanish Jewry, freely inter-

spersed with real and fictional characters, and interwoven with historical 

bits, Narratives VII, VIII, ~II, XV, XVI, XVII, XXIX, XXXVII, X!l, XLIV, 

and pages 108 ... 110, 115-126 represent Verga •s versions and interpretations 

o£ these experiences. We shall leave for a later discussion the contents 

of the narratives. 



I! 

' \, .~-

'r · .. 

r· ' 

/ 

~hus far we have attempted to indicate the sources instru-
\ 

mehtal in the development o:t' the narratives oi' 11Sohevet teh,uaahu,. 
\ our 

ne~t taslt is to extract, whenever possible, the historical 
l 

ded'i in the Narre,tives. 

Narra.Uve I refers to the destruction oi' Jerusalem 70 o. E. 

This amplification is expressed in re-

Narrative V refers to a riot agal.nst the Jews -in Granada in 

The Vizier Joseph son of' Samuel ben Joseph Halevi and 4,000 Jews 
3 

killed. Enmity against Joseph was responsible for the massacre. 

Narrative Vt ha:s been based on a contemporaneous account of 
4 

the "Shepherds' tJ:pl•ising'' in 1320. Philip V o:r Prance had been dissuaded 

from engaging in a crusade. However, the idea spread among the people, 

and a young Shepherd pretended he had a vision Which designated him as 

· ...... ; 
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leader of the crusade. Thousands rallied to him; and the mob began to 

attack the Jews. Unhampered, the ctusaders mas~red Jews in southern 

l!'rance and northern Spain. After some time the uprising was g,uelled by 

the authorities. The eagerness of the gover.nment to suppress the revolt 

it was a revolt of the oppressed classes against 

X is in its essentials an accurate report, and 

'"{'( probably based upon a contemporaneous account. During the reign of Alfonso 

a:~{ )~ri,f;.l( "JKJ. (1313-1350) of Oastille, two Jews were in high ·favor at· the court. One 

( n:P.~t~~~'"'l'\:l}' was Jose.oh de Ecija who occupied the position of Treasurer, and tlle other 
VIii'~#'("'. " 

lyl 

/l~~l·.., '[.ffflt.)tl:.,~/~,~as Samuel ibn Wakar the court physici~. A poo1• Spanish knight, Gonzalo 

~,..,· '.Martinez, who had been befriended and advanced by Joseph, rewarded his 
'$)) A 

)}!~ \E;:: bene:t'ac tor by accusing Joseph before the king of' embezzling the crown •s 
_,;('~ 

ffi</::·~r~~\j:;, money. Martinez also accused Samuel, who had been granted the privilege 

of minting coins, of deteriorating the coinage,. With the king's permis-

lr"' sion these two with eight other Jews were arrested by Martinez, who at .. 

,~,r\t1 tempted to extort money i'rom them £or the king. Both Joseph and s~unuel 
·( L~ , '' J. ~ died under torture, but only Joseph was given an honorable burial. Mart. 1( l.:~·~~~ ynez beaame the king's favorite ~dtl!voted his .. nergies toward a general 

ir . "' ·~ . .expulsion o£ the Jews. At the tlme when the k:mg needed money for a 
' .J.ib~· ~ .. ,··lu o .f l,- continuance o£ the war against the Moors, .Martinez suggeste(l seizure o£ 

{ '~,1 ""'/ 
• ·u ' l ' the Jews • wealth and e:x;pulsion. However, his suggestion was not accepted • .., . . 

~ -1 ~~ ; .. \g \ ~· l · ... \'1 Martinez was v~otorious over the :forces led by Abumelek, and consequently 

.~··' ) increased his power. Finally, at the instigation o£ his enemies, the king 
t- ~.i '<:.J\ . _ ·\J\\'Il .J ' , ordered Martinez' arre:t. He defied the lting's command, but was finally 

captured and exeouted. 

(conditions 

Narrative XL is; as we have said previously, reminiscent o:f 
.\ 

in Portugal. Continued ctr•ought had ruined the harvest, and 
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:tamine ensued which brought in its wake a severe plague. Incited by the 

JDominicans, a mob attacked the Marranos and many were slaughtered. This 

terrible t:rs.gedy occurred in Lison in 1506. The fanatical attitude of 

the people forced King Manoel to decide in 1507 to permit the Marranos 

:freedom to mig:r.'ate, Furthe:r, the lting through another edict provided pro-

taction for the Ma:rranos by freeing them for a. period of sixteen years from 

the plots of the Ing.uisition.. Verga deals more fully with the massacre and 

the incidents involved. in Narrative LX. This latter account w..;rees with 
7 

the modern accounts. 

Narrative XIV refers to some unknown danger to the Jews, prob ... 

ably expulsion was considered by Pope John XZ!I. This danger was directed 

against the Jews of Rome in 132le The identification of Sancha as the 

sister of the Pope is questionable for Sancha was the wife of King Robert 

of Naples ·and Jerusalem. Robert intervened on behalf of the Jews, as did 
a 

R. :M.1onymos ben Kalonymos • 

Narrative XVIII refers to the charge of' coin-clipping pre-

f'erred against the English Jews. Because o:f this accusation, the Jews 

were imprisoned on Friday, November 17, 1278. An investigation was con-

duoted and 293 Jews were convicted, some being penalized with death. This 

aoou.sation beoame a common one, and Edward I (1272-1307) issued a law in 
9 

May, 1279 that tended to lessen the number o:t' accusations. 

Narrative XX, despite the misleading location• is likewise 

connected with England. It ref'ers to the 0onversion o:t' the Dominican 

Robert de Reddi:nge to Judaism in the swmner oi 1275. His love fOl' a Jew-
I 

ass was responsible for his conversion. The DOminicans, anxious to wreak 

vengeance upon the Jews, enlisted the aid of the queen-mother Eleanor, 

who gave them her support. 
r 

It was she who drove the Jews out of the city 
10 

of' Cambridge which belonged to her. 
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Narrative XXI refers to the expulsion of the Jews f'rom France 

by King Philip l'V in September, 1306. One hundred thousand Jews were a:f ... 

:fected by the decree. ~~wo reasons were responsible for the expulsion: the 

f'irst, greed for. their wealth; second, it was Philip's answe!' to .Albrecht 

o:f Hapsburg who claimed the ove!'lordship o£ the Jews. The extreme hard-

ship resulting f'rom the decree may be realized in the £act tha.t the Jews 

were permitted ~o take away only one day's provision and the clothes upon 

their backs. No wonder, then, that the entire COllll:!lUnity of Toulouse con-
11 

vertedl 

~Narrative ZXII refers to a partial expulsion in the year 1254 

by Louis IX of' France. In 1250, Louis IX had been captured by the Moham-

medans while on the :fif'th crusade. His captors jibed him about sheltering 
~ hih 

th~ Jews who had killed ~~F god, and as a consequence Louis IX £rom his 

prison sent orders driving out all Jews except artisans £rom the kingdom 

of Paris. His mother Blanche, the queen-regent, paid no heed to the oom ... 

mand, and it was only ~on her death and the subse~uent return of' Louis 
12 

in .December 1254 that the edict was carried out. 

I 
. Narrative XXIII likewise refers to the e~ulsion of 1306, as 

discussed above. Verga freely Luvented her in order to magnify the cala

mity. 

Narrative XXIV in all p:robabili ty :refers to the 1•eoal1 of the 

Jews by Louis X of' .b'ranoe in the year 1315. He provided them with clothes 

and food fOr a year, and aooeded to a number of their demands,. Louis X 

did insist upon the wearing o:f the Jew ... badge. The limit of their stay 

·Narrative XXV refers to the sudden and unexpected expulsion 
14 

of the Jews from Fr~moe by King Oharles IV (1322-1328) on June 24, 1322. 
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Na.rrati ve :XXVI refers to the devastating plag-ue, k:t1own as the 

''Black Death", which swept over Hurope :f'rom 1348 to 1350. Its enormous 

death tolls and its persistence became the bases for charges ae;a,inst the 

Jews. The masses claimed that the Jews poisoned the wells, and terrible 

massacres ensued, particularly in central Europe. Some 2,000 Jews were 
15 

bur.nt to death in the city of Strassburg, 

Narrative XXVII refers to the massacres ot 1391 in Spain .. 

The agitation sponsored by the fanatical priest Ferrand Martinez began in 

seville and continued i'or some time. Upon the death of King JUan, who had 

restrained JYiartinez, a regency was established because the new king, Henry 

Ill; was only eleven years old. Some members oi' this council were in sym ... 

path~with Ferrand and as a consequence he was not restrained in his aoti-

vities. T~e populace, stimmlated by his agitation, first rose against the 

Je-ws of Seville on March 15, 1391. The government succeeded in subduing 

this attack, but was powerless against the real attack which began on June 

~S6, 1391. The mob of Seville destroyed the Jewish quarter, ldlling many 

and converting the majority.. All Christian Spain, excluding Portugal and 

Moorish Grana.da, rose against the Jews. ~'he slaughter continued throughout 

the summer, and the results were appalling. The slain numbeflabout 50,000 
16 

and the converts about 200,000.. ~hese converts gave rise to the Marranoa. 

Narrative XXX refers to the conquest o:l' Northern A:f'rica by 

Abd-al-Mumin, which was finally accomplished in 1147. The subsequent 
17 

invasion of soutliern Spain was responsible for the tligh·t of MaimonideS! 

family from Oordova, :f'rom whence they eventually came to Fez in 1158 or ,;. 
18 ~. ;', 

1159 • Maimonides le:f't JJ'ez suddenly about 1164 or 1167 • ii ""'· Y,l); ,~ 
~r <'o "'-' .,r \) rO') . ,, 

Narrq.ti ve JQ{XI refe:r•s to ~vid Alroy, a pseud.o-mes,~iaht who . f.i,(,{;J{jtv 

appeared s orne time during the years ~~~=~~~5 • This ambitious and we 11- r(:,(~,"r~tpl, 
""'1... ...~-:. 

\ !, 
: i' 
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present an a~count which formed the basis for the secondary version em ... 
. 19 

ployed by v~rga. 
J 

-,./-
Narrative XL~Ill probably refers to the persecutions in E~z 

20 
which began about 1164. 

Narrative XXllV may have reference to the Jews of Worms who 

on the 1st of March, 1349 set fire to their houses and more than 400 were 
21 

burnt to death. This calamity occurred cJ.uring the "Black Death" period. 

Narrative xx::vi may refer to the persecution and self-destruc-

tion of the Jews of Vienna during the calamitous period oi' the 11Black 
22 

or it may ref'er to the decree issued by DUke Albert in 1421. 
23 

This decree prohibited Jews £rom living in Austria. It is impossible to 

ma.Ice any definite identification. 

Nar:r.ative .xL refers to the disputation at Tortosa conve:nod by 
~ [1-( r;._ i· ··. ! 

t''/'tf:.(t<{l,;?·l;P'trlf Benedict ZIII, .Pope of Avignon, which lasted from February 7, 1413 to Nov .. 

.j ,~1 ~[:.1 t -- ./;· ' ember 13, 1414. .Po,pe Benedict XIII, who was deposed by the Council of 
. 1 . tl y:· ~ i.~] \,'.f '•(/''' -; · \~ i;£.' ': 0 ons tanoe in 1415, ( 1394-1417) went in 1408 to Spain where he was reo og-

.J ·. · '"'~- '''~.. :Q.izad as pope. He resided in Aragon ano., incited by Joshua Lo:r.qui {Ger-
l ·ct .'tf~~r ·· · 

'
1
" "onimo), an apostate Jew who had become his court physician, Benedict 

brought about the disputation in Tortosa. Summons were sent to twenty-

two leaders of the Jewish connnunities in Aragon, and on J?ebruary 7, 1413 

the disputation held its first session. The purpos0 of the debate was to 

_ ·: ' rf'V'iiy-~; (Rt~--Jl.~ , give Lor<.J.:u.i the opportunity of proving on the basis of the 'talmud that the 

\: Messiah had already come, which, ii' convincing, would be highly instrumental 

in converting the Jews. However, no tangible results developed out of the 
24 

debate. 

there are mentioned seven sessions beginning 
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with the first session helc.i on T.uesday, February 7th, il!ollowed by sessions 

on the subseQuent Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, the Monday o£ the 

following weelt (the iL3th), and oonclutling on Wednesday, February 15th. 

Throughout these sittings, and J?articularly at the pope's reception of the 

deputies, Verga places ~n Vidal Benveniste in the role of chief speaker, 

a role which has been considered attthentio by Graetz and Mann.. It is 

historically true that a R • .JJavid Benveniste of Huesca. and a poet .DOn 

Vidal Benveniste ibn Labi were delegates to the disputation. However, 

we are of the same opinion as Ba.er, and we believe that the role in which 

Verga placed non Vidal Benveniste is purely imaginary. 1'he doubtful char-

acter o£ the ".Arenga!', the susptcious interpolations, and the fact that 

Don Vidal is not mentioned at least once in the Latin protocol oo1winces 

us that Verga was inventive when he placed J)Ol'l Vidal in the role of chief 
25 

speaker. 

The disputation cited by Verga on page 74, lines 20-34 refers 

to a disputation between Naohmanides and Pablo Ohristiani, held. at Baroel-

. 1 •• ona in 1263. This. disputation lasted :f'o:r :f'ou:r days, and was convened by ,,. 

King J'ames I (1213-1276) of Al.~agon. l:>ablo who was an apostate Jew also 
26 

tried to prove from talmudioal passages that the Messiah had come. 

Narrative XLI refers very remotely to the Pope Martin V who 

was elected by the Council of constance as the recognized Pope,. This 

occurred about 1415. Before his establishment in Rome (1417) MarUn was 

in Florence, and it is guite probable that in addition to receiving repre-

sentatives of Italian and Germany Jewry he also received deputies from 

Spain. It was Martin V who iss'Ued a papal bull on January 31, 1419 which 

nullified the restrictive bull o:f' Benedict XI! I • ~he contents of Martin's 

bull in all likelihood served as points of departure for Verga's freely 
27 
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Narrative .XLIII refers to the persecutions which developed 

out of' the acosuation thc'l.t the Jews, in league with the lepers, poisoned 

the wells (1321). Lepers were social outcasts and in the district of 

Gl.lifi[~nne, ll'ranoe/they avenged themselves upon the population by poisoning 

the wells. The im.mediate cause for the deed was that ·sufficient food had 

not been provided i'or the lepers by the townsmen. Some lepers were· ar-

rested and tortured, and i'alsely implicated the Jews. Philip V M France 

believed the accusation and maey Jews suffered imprisonment, others beh_g 
28 

expelled. 

Narrative XLV :raters to the general massacre in Spain in 1391 • 

"i' ,.,,. We have already discm:rsed the incidents in Narrative XXVII •. 
r .. ,r-. t 1\ 
}j ·h.· .. .,} 

s ;\ ( Narrative XLVI refers to the edict o:f the twenty-four articles 

published at Va.llado1id, January 10, 1412. Due to the influence ofVin-

cent Ferrer, the regenc;y· headed by the queen-mother Catalina issued these 

ordinances in the name of the youthful king Juan II. These decrees were 

_extremely severe and the Jews sui'fered considerably. One of 

~ 
29 

of the· regency oouncil was the apostate Paul o£ urgos. 
~ 
,_;. 

the members 

Narrative XLVII refers to the tragic period in. Spain in 1391, 

Narrative ALVIII also refers to the massacres in HS91,. The 

king mentioned is Henry III (1390-1406), He ascended the throne at the 
30 

early age o:t' eleven. 

Narrative XLIX is a confused reference to the edicts issued 

N +f:·---:=;:-~:~~11-:~. ~:::::~:·" in the name of the infant ldng JUan Ilo 

~· q~~~t fVk?(,Ai't( Na.rra.t ive LIX re:t'ers to tlle deportation of the children o:t' 

· ---. · ..... :'; ;./ Spanish ref'ugees to the Lost Islands or :L'homas Islands :f'or the purpose o£ 

.:'{i}J' 
· coloniza.t ion, Thousands were talten and many died en- route or upon the 

\?fslands, 
31 

This occurred in Lisbon in the year 1493 or 1494, Verga 

f ' embellished the acooun·t by weaving into the report incidents based upon 
\ I 

I 

I 

/_... 
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the Hannah story and a talmudic legend (Gittin 58). 

Narratives LX and LXII with reference to their historical 

elements have been discussed previously., 

Though almost obsottred. by their transformation in·to material 

for Verga the report on page 124f£. does reveal some allusions to authen-

tic events. It does rei'era~ to the demand of the Spanish ambassador upon 

Pope Alexander VI (1492-1503) to expel refugee Spanish Marranos from Rome. 

Further, we believe with 13aer that reminiscences o:f' Manoel 's expulsion 
32 

and forcible conversion decrees are expressed in the narrative. These 
33 

edicts were issued by King ~~noel o£ Portugal in the years 1496 and 1497. 

I . 
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We have frequently mention~d the inventive phase of Verga's 

narratives, and to make this essential characteristic of his writing more 

definite we have indicated the historical elements Which have served as 

points of departure. However, the nature of this re-editing by Verga was 

not without purpose. It was not merely an exercise in fantasy, aimless and 

pointless, but it was directed towards definite ends. To understand more 

olea:t'ly the character of this pragmatic use of' imagj,nation we will discuss 

those narratives which have been freely· invented by our author, indicat-

ing their themes which have their roots in the typical exr>er3.ences of 15th 

. ' century· Spanish Jewry. 

Narrative VII is the record of a debate between King Alfonso 

of Spain and the learned Thomas. ',I:wo problems are under discussion: ( 1) 

the justification of the ritual murder accusation, ro1d (2) the causes which 

were responsible :t'o1• the downfall of the Jews. The ritual murder charge is 

investigated first~: and is found to be bdsed only ~pon the hatred which the 

masses bear towards the Jews. This hatred is traced to the wealth of the 

,, Jews, their haughtiness, their vanity, and to their exclusiveness. l~on~ 

ically, Thomas is made to suggest disabilities as protective measures. At 
' 

this ,juncture a ritual murder court procedure is introduced to illuminate 
.q; 
'. the discussion. The mob, mollified and edified, admit that the preferred 

charge was i'alse and that~ they invented the accusation because of hatred 
',' 

\' and economic depression. Then follow brief discussions about Jewish 

racial superiority and their steadfastness to their i'ath, which lead to 

a discussion concerning the downfall of the Jews. This is attributed to 

their faithlessness, and because of their intimacy with God their punishment 
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is extremely severe,. .D~visiveness, pride, schism, and. idolatry are among 

the oau.ses instrumental in prolonging thc-:lir exile. 

We can easily discern that this narrative has its roots in 

the everyday experiences o:f' a Spanish Jew of the 15th century, Harassed 

o~ntinually by false accusations, constantly subject to expulsion, often 

engaged in disputations, terrorized by .the masses, and hated even by their 

defenLLers, the Jew had much occasion to ponder upon his lot. In a hostile 

wo,rld of kings and clerics, obnoxious disabilities, a tyrannical church, 

,r }·vengeful neighbors, and a demoralized Jewry, Solomon probed the situation 

M 1,p (.ifi/'c.Ul and interpret ad it in his light • It is in this narra t i ve that we £ ind the · .. hl-~·, 'r ideas ~hioh pal'l!laate ~h! unify the book, Above all, we <iisoover that two 

·; 1~tf1·;t~t;}( fJ,,C J reason are responsible, according to solomon, for the plight of Jewry 

I] v \ especially in Spain: (1) divine punishment bec;;~use o:i' the sins of the 
' ' ·~ · _.,: , t~- ·i,,,, ~ fathers, and (2) the hatred of the masses which has developed out of the 

~:) {,/t1"~1'1 ~. .1 \1 I!J !'j• 1 

('{"'lt~~~'iJ:~.t:·~~~:1~\. /haughtiness, wealth, vanity, and the exclusiveness o£ Jews. 

I[AJ,f..l:''"~· .· ·' l· Narrative VIII is another report concerning the blood libel., 

vr
' ·.,J i~'~/;.· (/,', 

.~\ ')~ 
\~ 9 " 

\\Yl~j:~~:.~.·.r~1':;·;~, ' 
. t\f~<·''§ 

A corpse is thrown into the horne o:f' a Jew by Christians. As a consequence, 

Jews suffer. ]elegations 9f both accused and accusers appear before the 

lt:ing • The king engafc,eS with the Jewish delegation upon the questions of 

usury, conduct, luxury, exclusiveness, and the like. After this discussion 

the mt{der charge is inves tigat~.tt in which we find that the king disap-

proves ot torture as an instrument of justice. This leads the king to 
,,, 

reminisce about a previous false accusation which was traced to the desire 
\(.,• 

for money, The narrative closes with an illustration of the evils of 

rnoney--f'or money, a servant has betrayed a master who ·plotted against a 

Jew. The king investigates, the real criminals are executed, and the Jew 

is vindicated. 

Here again we meet with a typical accusation, in which the 

.i 
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accuser is the actual orimina.l, motivated by envy of wealth. We are 

inade· familiar with the methods of determining guilt through the inl;ro-

duotion of false witnesses and the use of torture. We see in abbreviated 

:form the causes which lead to popular hatred of the· Jews. And we a.is-
' 

aover the truism that if one Jew commits an evil the entire race is blamed. 

Iifarrative XIII tells of the priest who sermonizes against the 

Jews. The king, who has come to hear him at the behest of the indignant 

Je:ns, departs in a. rage. 'i'he priest follows him and a discussion ensues 

in which the priest argues that God has abandoned the Jews. But the king 

is not convinced and believes. that God. has not abandoneu. them but is still· 

their ~aslonaster, WhO places upon them many burdens. 

This report introduces us to a oormnon enemy of the ;,rews, the 

priest who stirs up religious hatred. In addition we meet again. with the 

familiar theme of divine punishment, as well as with the familiar type of 

king. 

Narrative XV relates of a persecution tha.t was brought about 

a boy, and all the babes were baptized.. Other Jews saved themselves through 

heavy.bribes. 

Here we have a typical picture of a persecution which empha
l 

sizes the precariousness of the li:f'e o£ the Jews. 

Narrative :x.-vi again takes up the ritual murder theme. ~he 

l!d~ng• because of his sleeplessness, is ins trurnental in clearing the ac-

1'oused Jew. 

Narrative XVII is devo,ted in the main to false witnesses. 

The French king becomes weary of false accusations, and warns the ini'onners 

that the next one will be decapitated. Enraged, the informers procure 
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witnesses who by their testimony cause a Jew to be subjected to the rack. 

Through torture the Jew implicates others. !!.'he Jews protest against the 

idea that the crime of one should incriminate all. 11he ldng then re-

leases all except the first Jew. At this point an Arabian visitor en-

gages the king and his courtiers in a discussion concerning ritual murder 

charges,. He d:i.smisses the charges. He also dismisses the testimony o:f 

witnesses introduced later. 2-'he people are impressed by the wo1•ds of 

the Arab, but the king, swayed by the new testimony, orders all the Jews 

'to be placed in nail-studded barrels, and. rolled to the market-place. 

The courtiers tell him that the king is rec.Luired by law to initiate the 
2 

sentence., ('.l!his is strongly reminiscent of .Deuteronornic laws--mut .. 17:7.) 

'l!he king Undertakes to roll a barrel, but .:faints imr::ediately.. The na:rra-

Uve conclu.des with the discovery of' the actual criminals and their .sub ... 

seQuent punishment. 

Inherent in this account is the point th.a.t confessions derived 

by torture are valueless. Lilcewise we are familiarized with the ingenuity 

:i.nvol ved in swrunoning false witnesses and the ease with which they may be 

obtained. Again we have a picture of the court procedure of a ritual 

' murder. Loeb has already indicated that the possibnity of an Arabian 

ambassador at the court of France could not have been until the 16th 
3 

century. 

Narrative XKIX revolves around the disappearance oi' a Pedro 

Gu'Sjnnan. Some Christians accuse a Jew of murdering him. The first investi-
, ... ~. 

gation exonerates the Jew, but the mai;ter is referred to the king. i~E.lse 

"' .}'.witnesses are brought and under torture the Jew "coni'essesu. Hov1ever, 

the Jew is saved by the appearance of' a bishop who had seen the-missing 

person. The king then :r•ealizes the inefi'ectivenes~; of torture as an 

instrument of justice. 
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This is another phase of false aocusat ions, and a recurrence 

o £ the method of adjudging gu i1 t • 

Narrative XXXII consists of' three segments: {1) a report of 

a false messiah which has been appended to the acoottnt of David Alroy; 

(2) a de'bate between King Pedro the elo-er and Nicholas o£ Valencia.; and 

(3) a discussion between a Jew and a Christian before King Alfonse. The 

first report tells of the hann brought upon Jews by the olairas of a pseudo-

messiah. It is quite natural that Yerga. should re-em11hasize the dangers 

·;'that follow in the trtil.il of an impostor. In times of extreme distress, 

;\ especially in a critical period such as the one auring the life of Solomon, 
f! ,. 
~ t the harrassed Jews were easily deluded. Their sufferings a.nd privations 
\ ' 

"l,nade them eagerly aooep·t the claims of adventurers. 

The second segment brings us the remarkable parable of the 

precious stones.. Ephraim ben Sane~ is asked wh:ich is the better relig-
'( .. ~'P;(-Y•··'-···· . 

ion, and he answers with the parable. 'xhen follows the supposed speech 

of Josephus, which is to illustrate the J.ews' refusal to talre advice. 

In the course of the Narrative the king makes the point that Uhr'istians 

should seek their own salvation and not concern themselves with the Jews. 

This segment concludes with a long discussion based on fourteen questions 

concerning Natu;re. 

Rere we see a. plea for tolerance in religion and the pious 

hope ·Ghat Christians would desist in their efforts to save the souls of 

the Jews • No woncler tru:.:.t Solomon should wish for a time when monks would 

not march up and down the nations offering the cross or death, and when 
'i' 

~~··Inquisitions would cease saving souls by burning 1'hereticsn. Our atten-

tion is also held by the hybrid name of Ephraim bell Sanch,, Which indicates Q 
~~ 

that Jews despite "their religious affiliation can also be
1
spaniards. We 

also note that Solomon is aware of Jewish stubborness. 
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The third section is directed towards those Christians who 

base their arguments about Christ U1JOU scriptural passages. It is merely 

a matter of interpretation and is illustrated by the humorous utilization 

of verses from Lamentations concerning the fate of a rooster. After in-

volving himself in a seemingly enctless discussion, Verga concludes by stat ... 

ing that the manuscript becomes illegible. 

In this segment we have a reference. to the many disputations 

that played prominent roles in the life of the Jew in the Mid(i.le Ages. It 

is particularly directed against those clerics, especially the apostate 

Jews, who were wont to prove their contentions by citing biblical and 

talmudio passages. 

Narrative XKX~II has been considered authentic by Graetz and 
4 

Loeb; however, this is oonjaotural. Verga :frequently inser·ts well-known 

( :figures to give credence to the repor·l;, and we believe that he utilized 

) 

the character and the position as structural elements in his account. 

The king 1s physician, Isa<tO Hamon,. ·l;hrough his high position, is the cause 

ot a riot 5.n Granada. Afte:r. the massao:r.e Jewish physioians decide to a.b-

stain from riding on horses, dressing in silk, and showing any appearance 

of power or aristocracy. 

The autho:r. touches again upon the causes which lead to hatred 

of the Jews. We also note some o:l' the familiar disabilities imposed upon 

Jews, particularly in Moslem lands. 

Narrative XXXVIII is another illustration of the vindictive-

ness of the monks. Judah ibn Ve:r.ga clears accused Jews of the false charge 

of burying an apostate Jew in the Jewish cemetery. By a cabbalistio t:r.ick 
-~ 

j.~ he exposes the monkS who had perpet:r.ated the cri:ne. 

In addition to illustrating the attitude of the monks, this 

Narrative acquaints us with another typical charge against the Jews. 
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Narrative XLI is a discussion between Pope Martin and Fra 

Pedro an apostate Jew. Pedro is unable to understand the tolerance o£ 

the pope towards the Jews, and in the ensuing .debate two Jewish emis-

saries ,_ Samuel Abrab ilia and Shaloma Halevi, are included, They inter

/ pret the statement of Simon ben Jochai ("The best among the goyim de-

l serve to be slaintt--Yerushalmi Kiddushin IV ,66c), and also Jeremiah 50:12, 

Pedro demands that bookS which contain the verses should be burnt, The 
;, 'lj_ ~"'''"'"'""' ..... ,,-,~-··-·· 

' ' [ ) 

;• )o/tiV'-4- ·, •. rJ>Ope does not consent and pleads with the Jews that they Should seek: the 
; .·. ·.i;:.1f .,.~· ~l) .-!~ n .. / .''': f~ · 

t~J<M(.;··{)Ci!i''}fi -·,;·goodwill of the nations, not to appear superior, Another statement o£ 

:~IAA~l\( j,-.l, " Simon ben Jochai is inter-preted (''You are called Adorn, but the other 

/~(}\,{f~! >H; __ {· nations are not called .Adom"--Baba Metzia ll4b). One o£ ·the reasons why 
Ji' 

n ·, rvt Jews weep is that their own ldnd (Pedro) betray them, and Jews prefer 

· •--·· ~-·~-(/{. hell to paraclise with him(pa.ge 82) • In an ensuing discussion about 
' ·, f .l 

· ~Vl·\r{'J·-tttH Jewish practices, the pope accuses Pedro oi' being at hea:rt a Jew and tells 

~Jt. JL~k,\{{~im that ·his cloth saves him from the pyre. Then the pope CJ.Uastions the 
. ~·,.·.f l/ }'r~: ~·' 
: \.k' •J,,,,, delegates about their rnission. They tell him they have come to request 

~,I';; an adjustment oar·,.1Jhe. J-~dgest. ruling concerning usury a:ud the :f'orstalling 
·,, 

. ' ' .;f 
':i/J,J' .. ,<;~\ of the impending destruction of a sy11.agogue next to which a church ha.d 

~ <~. '!,t • • 

''}~! 'l(/~':>n.t· been built. Both requests are denied by the pope. At the end of the nar-

rative Verga bemoans the lack of wise leadership among the Jews, and ad-

vises delegates to be careful o£ their words and actions in the presence 

of non-Jewish officials. Their manner and their speech--which are reflec ... 

tions of their· home life--do considerable haJ:•m. 

Here we see the familiar :picture o£ the apostate Jew who 

Even a tolerant pope is attacked by this traitor. 

also ·the superior attitude whieh has brought them sorrow. We note, 

moreover, thE\ hardships which evolve out of the practice of usury, and 

I• \) tjJ 
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more significant the enmity between sister religions. Solomon's words 

oi' advice again reflect his knowledge of his people. ! 

Narrative XLIV serves as an introduction to the subsequent 

reports o£ the oatas,t:vophes which befell the Jews of Spain beginning with 

the year 1391, and the fate of the 1492 refugees. swnewhat as in Narra-

'tii ve JO:V 19 the author reports that the queen •s confessor infl ue:ooes her to 

beseech the king to forcibly convert the Jews. The king decrees oonver-

sion or e:x;pulsj.on. Through bribes to the queen the decree v1as not en-

,,, forced. Subsequently, the con:ressor is accused of courting the queen and 

is hanged. 

In this report we see again the unfriendly priest, also the 

chracteristic alternatives of baptism or death o:f:fe:r•ed to the Jews. We 

are given, too, a frequently used method of circumventing the enforcement 

of decrees. The picture of a.n avaricious queen is not imagination, but 

a real feature of medieval life. 

Pages 108-110 is an account of a disputation between Alfonso 

ceeds to question Joseph about the powers of Jesus, the eternality of the 

Torah, the et'fica.oy of non-Jewish prayers (particularly about the supr)osed 

powers of Jews to cause 1•ainfall), the number of angels, and the cause 

i'or the sev·ere punishment o:l:' sorcerers. 

Again we moet with the recurrent theme that luxuries are re-

sponsible for popular hatred. Luxuries which the masses regard as begotten 

by theft; an allusion to the wealth derived through usury • 

.Pages 115-122 begins with a dream of the king. Alfonse would 

,like- to have it interpreted, but no satisfactory version is presented. 
n 

J 
.I 
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The elder 'Benveniste is summoned to interpret the dream, but he explains 
.. 

that the power of the Jews in this respect has been destroyed by their 

exile. 'i:he exile dulls wisdom and diminishes the size of the heart. A 

mob rushes into the garden and accuses the Jews of defiling a. chalice 

carried in a procession. Expulsion threatens the Jews, but the king's 

son intercedes and ·cites other false accusations. An investig~tion 

proves that the chalice was accidentally defiled by a Christian lad. 

Ai'te:r this the question 11Why Jews are hated?" is discussecJ., and the 

hatred is attributed to their exclus:l.veness and their persistent attach ... 

ment to Judaism. When messengers report that repercussions of the chal-

ice accusation are eahoing in the lanu., the final link in the cha,in of 

incidents, now recognized as foretold in the dream, appeared. A:f.'te:r 

being inscribed in the ohronicles, whic.lJ. had a preface of eighteen 

striking incidents, a discussion concerning the stubborness and the wis-

dom of the Jews follows. ~o illustrate the native intelligence o~' the 

· ('l~'t;t;"'~1;.'}>'·'l)tl~~\;, i::::~:~ews, a tailor, wea.ver, and shoe-maker are Questioned. 
,, .·•,-: 

Their answers 

~1J!;,.$jsL:b cause the king to marvel at the lmowledge oi' ordinary Jews \9 

'.rhis time in the form of an interpreted dream we meet with 

familiar themes. False accusations, causes :for hatred, and the wisd.om 

and stubborness of Jews are discussed once more. Noteworthy, too, is the 

fact that we again meet with the characters found in Narrative VII. 

li 
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From our discussion o£ the narratives in the previous chapter 

we can no longer doubt the :pu~osive character of the accounts. They il~ 

lumina.te the fate of' the .!Diaspora Jews. Disputations, persecutions, false 

accusations, the terrors of torture, vindictive priests, traitorous apos-

tates, the venality of rulers, and forcible conversion--all vital factors 

in the lii'e of medieval J'ewry, particularly in Spain--have served the 

author as material £or his investigations and conclusions. As an intimate 

part of this environment, Verga suffered with the rest of his co-religion-

ists and sought for an ex;planation o£ Jewry's plight. Two specific causes 

are advanced by him as the responsible factors: tl),Divine punishment; 

and (2) Hatred on the part of the non-Jews. The sins of the fathers 

brought about ».i. vine punishment, a punisbmen t which is all the more severe 

because of the peculiar relationship existing between God and Israel. For 

P,er sins Israel was exiled £rom l'alestine. Hatred, generated out of' re-

ligious differences, envy of Jewish wealth, steadfastness to their faith, 

Jewish al'roge.nce anci pretensions, and their ostentatious display of finery, 

are the more immediate causes for the miserable condition o :1' J'ewry.. r~ike 

powerful, hidden currents, these two causes :flow throughout the Narratives, 

giving rise to the troubled experiences of Diaspora Jewry. Indexed in 

their course are the catastrophes that have rendered Israel, a bleeding, 

' 
suffering and helpless remnant among the hostile nations of the world. 

Supported by the above discoveries, it is not a difficult 

or artificial task to present an outline of the contents of the book, an 

outline which will demonstrate conclusively the unity, the coherence, the 
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purposiveness, and the single authorship of the book, especially the 

numbered narratives which undoubtedly constituted the original draft. 

Begimling, in the first narrative, with a dramatic aocottnt 

of the fall of Jerusalem--which sealed Israel's exile--our author then 

proceeds to illuminate the destiny of exiled Jewry. Narrative II reports 

an ancient persecution which is followed by accounts of compulsory conver-

sion-, 

into the stories of the Shepherds' massacres. Then follows the highly 

important and instructive seveuth Narrative Which supplies the lteys to the 

entire work. Here a:re. discussed the causes res:ponsi ble ±'or Israel •s exile 

and. the subsequent :t'ate o:f' Spanish Jewry. The ritual murder charge is 

investigated and traced to popular hatred, which is illustrated by the 

insertion of a ritual murder court procedure. Amplified considerably by 

discussions, the account closes with an enumeration of the factors respon-

sible for the dispersion. 

Ne.rraLive VIII is a continuation of the ritual murder theme, 

and its causes, wh:tch is followed by a report concerning i'oroible conversion. 

An historical report in Narrative ..X is presented next, because it illumines 

the at-titude of' non ... Jaws 1;owards Jews. After the presentation of typical 

experiences in XI and XI~ we are introduced to the fanatical priest, and 

in XIV we meet With Sanoha--the prototype of venal and hateful feminine 

authorities. Following the insertion of' a typical persecution and a fanoi .. 

ful rendition of the ritual murder theme, we find in Narrative XVII a more 

detailed discussion of the ritual murder theme and also comments on the 

unreliability of confessions derived through torture. With the except ion 

Of X!X9 Which brings US the familiar pic·tul'a Of' the vindictive priest, 

narratives XVIII, XK-XXV have as their subject the expulsion of the Jews 

f'rbm Prance and England. Then follow ~~VI which treats of the poisoned 

. . 
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water accusation, XXVII and YJWIII--accounts of persecutions--and XXIX, 

which is another angle of the ritual murder theme. Atter the report of 

the Almohadan persecution there are atJpended, the accounts of the pseudo-

messiahs, types that are injurious to Jewish welfare. Narrative ~\II 

also contains a discussion that pleads for religious tolerance. The next 

accounts report about persecutior~ in various localities, interrupted by 

the insertion of a story about Judah ibn Verga. Incidentally, this ac-. 
count in XXXVIII acquaints us with another typical false accusation lodged 

against the Jews. In Narrative XL the more or less authentic report of 

the Tortosa disputation is presented to familiarize us with the character 

and the importance of this fre~uent phase of Jewish e~~erience. Narrative 

.XLI acquaints us with the treacherous a:postate Jew who, though still a Jew 

at heart, berates a pope because of his tolerance. Further, this traitor 

advises the destruction of scriptural and talmud.ical workS. The fruitless 
~-.... 

efforts of a Jewish embassy move the author to add some words of censure 

and caution. 

~~hen, as a relief_ from the morbid. and. tragic tone of the prav-

ious accounts, and also as a vivid contrast to the sorrowful plight of. 

Israel, l~arrative XLII depicts a colol'ful picture of the glory and power 

of the exilarcha'Ge. This, too, has ceased to flourish, i'or it exerted the 

envy of the non-Jews, and as a consequence the blood of a Nasi had been 

spilled. After a short report concerning the accusation that the Jews 

a:i.ded the lepers in pois.oni:ng wells, we are introduced to the subject which 

is the general topic of the remaining accounts. Narrative XLIV is the 

:f:i.:r•st of' the reports that deal with the ctestiny of Spanish Jewry. In 

Nar.ratives nv .. ALIX we read of the genesis of the calamity, accounts 

concerning the episodes of 1391. Narrative L serves as an introd.uction to 
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the sufferings endured by those exiled from Spain in 1492, which are 

illustrated by the reports of' UI ... LX, (Narrative LI is an insertion by 

Joseph ibn Verga and he,s evidently replaced a report that was in sub-

stance similar to LII tt namely, an account of an experience suffered by 

refugees frrun Spain.. Consequently, we are of the opinion that the re-

port found on page lliJ, line 25 through page 111, line 2 is, ii' not the 

,entire replaced account,. at least, a fragment of it. This fragment by 

its contents and its present awlcward position substantiates our opinion, 

We also believe that the disputation found on .!?age lOB, Hne 13 through 

page 110, line 24 is not in its proper position and should belong between 

Narratives LIX ancl LX.. Our reasons for this change of position are as 

follows: ( 1) It is characte!'istic of our author to insert a disputation 

whose points are illuminated by subsequent reports (see VII and VIII). 

(2) The setting f'or the ctebate is the court of' Portugal, and both LIX and 

LX have Lisbon for their locale. (3) Narrative LX has two urwista.kable 

references to the contents of the debate. The discussion opens with a 

reprimand to Joseph for not warning his people against theft, and in 

Narrative LX Mascrinias the Jewish tax-farmer is a contributive :factor 

in the causes responsible for the massacre.. Further, in the debate, the 

rain-making power of the Jews is discussed, and in LX one of the things 

attributed to the Mar1•anos is the prevalent drought. And (4) Narrative 

LXI has a dei'iui te relationship to the first question discussed in the 

debate. The topia discussed in the firs·G question is the resurrect i ve 

powers o£ Jesus, and in Narrative LXI we have a report of the resurrective 

power of the cabbalist Solomon Halevi. We might add that the reference 

to the cabbaJ.ist in LXI in all probability suggested the repor·t narrated 

in LXII.) 
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Continuing with our outline, our author presents in Narra-

tive L:xiii reasons which he believes are :responslble for the ca·tastrophes 

that have overwhelmed Jewry. They are due to (1) the sins of our an

cestorf(2} religious hatred and the tendency to unify all people under 

one religion; (3) the crucifixion of Christ; (4} the three causes for 

extreme jealousy: religion, women and money; (5) the tendency towards 

false swearing among Jews; and (6) the arrogance and querulousness of 

Jews. After the listing of the above causes a description of the Temple 

and its ritual forms the contents of L:xiV. This narrative was the orig-

inal conclusion of the book and Us position reflects the skill of the 

author. ·An ending more effective than this picture of Israel's former 

glory could not have been found :f'or a book beginning with the fall of 

Jerusalem and treating of' Is·rael 's subseciuent unhappy experiences. Ap ... 

pended to this original eonclusion are pages 108-110 which we have placed 

in the original composition, pages 111-115 (upper hal:l') which have been 

added by Joseph ibn Verga, and pages 115-126 which were ad<.i.ed by Solomon 

ibn Verga. 

Unquestionably, 11Schevet Yehuda11 reflects a deoided ooherence, 

a deliberate plan of construction, the definite treatment of' one large 

subject under which is subsumed a. subject more intimate with ~he author. 
·{~~.tft.. 

All these indications point to one conclusion--the single authorship o:i' 

the book. A writer who was not concerned with merely inventing legends 

or permitting his imagination to run riot, but a writer who was vitally 

ii1terested in the manifold problems, and who suffered from the oppressive 

conditions of his age. Together with the hosts of his co-religionists, 

Solomon witnessed the terrors of his day, experienced .the awful fate of 

the Spanish refugees, and suf:i'ereQ the counuless miseries endured by the 

once· flourishing Oastillian JeWl'"Y• Buffeted by these cruel storms, 
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agonized and tortured by the stricken plight of his people, Solomon re-

fused to be overwhelmed, Beaten and bruised, but not crushed, our author 

rose above the ruins and sought i'or the meaning and the answers to this 

great tragedy. It was then that he turned to Israel's past and traced 

its destiny ~P and through his own time, interpreting and embellishing it 

in the light of his own experiences and investigations. 

Gifted with a penetrating insight, a rare understanding, and 

a healthy sense of evalu.ation--quali ties so unusual in one who had suf~ 

fered so rm.toh .. -Solomon organized and enriched old ~~d current reports, 

recorded typical experiences, examined contemporaneous conditio1w, and 

invented detailed discussions in which fictitious characters express his 
(-·--· - --·· 

discoveries, his criticisms. his reactions, and his conclusions concerning 

·the pressing questions of his day. Living in a world Where two sister 

religions could not dwell peaceably together {page 83); Solomon discovered 

that Jewry was like a bi:t•d bitten, c_rushed underfoot, and torn to pieces 

by an odious vulture {page 82) 1 ~vulture that personified the parse-

cutions which rendered Israel so terrified that even a small Christian 

child could make adult Jews flee in panic {page 9). Persecutions ·that 

were the bloody· expressions of popular hatred, whose fil•es were kept 

glowing by bigoted, venal and corrupt queens {XLIV), by fana.tical monks 

{XIII, LX), and by despicable apostates whom even the Christians scorn 

and suspect {page 53), and because of' whom the Jew prefers hell, rather 

than dwell with them in paradise (page 82). And were the masses not 

goaded on by these enemies, their hatred would be kept smoldering, ~y, the 

Jews themselves, for they love to display their silk clothes and affect 

the airs of aristocracy {page 11). These characteristics of Jewish 

behavior spring f~m their wealth acqu:i.red by usury and interest (page 11); 



. . 

,, 
' 

't · .. 

oc:GI:, 

a wealth so vast that the entire fortune of Spain is in their coffers, and 

consequently the masses, suffering under eo.onomic restraint, blame their 

plight upon the Jews, who even prevent the peasants from plowing by taldng 

their oxen £or interest (page 13). In their idleness the masses plot 

vengeance and accuse the Jews of poisoning wells (XXVI, XLIII), of defil

ing a chalice (page 118), of extracting a child's heart (LXI), and o£ co~ 

mitttng numerous ritual murders (VII, VIII, XVII, XII) • .But these cal .. 

urnnies are all false; even the accusers do not believe them; they prefer 

these libe@~f merely to despoil the Jews (page 25) • And when an unfortu

nate Jew is accused, his co-religionists hasten to save him (page ll), but 

often a ''Oon:fessiontt has been fo:t•oed f'rom his lips by the bone-crushing 

instruments of' torture (XVII~ A charge preferred against one Jew is a 

signal to declare all Jews· guilty (VIII, XVII). On no occasion could a 

Jew consio.er himself' secure £rom harm, for an innocent game serves as an 

opportunity for a massacre (XV). Such venomous hatred could only be eXF 

pressed by the boorish and ignorant masses, for intelligent and cultured 

peoples hold the Jews in high regard (page 11, , XLIV). But despite the 

efforts of the people, molik:s, apostates, and even rulers to destroy 

Jewry, it is not God's will that Israel should be destroyed but tha,t 

she should be humbled by her misfortunes (XLI). ~hose who conspire to 

destroy IsJ:•ael completely are punj.shed by God who causes them to meet de-

feat in battle {III)., to lose consciousness wnen they enforce sentence 

upon an innocent Jew {]YII), to meet an ignominious end by execution (X), 

to die suddenly (page 126), and it is God who brings drought, famine, and 

pestilenoe upon the :nations (XXVI, XLIII't LX) • 

Under the frightful pressure of' persectlt ions, expulsions and 

aompulsory baptism many Jews were brought .into the bosom of ·!;he church, 
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but change of faith does not allay hate and suspicion, it makes them 

despise the Christian, frees them from taxes, and gives them greater 

latitude (page 97). And it is foolish to believe that the outer cloak 

of the Church oan.effeotively conceal the Judaism that unperishingly 

lives in their souls (page 17). li:ven the apostate is at heart a J'ew(XLI)e 

Moreover, an imposed religion, despite the supposition tl~t it prepares 

the Jew tor admission to paradise {IX)• is never embraced whole-heartedly, 

it makes the uoonverts 11 resort to trickery so tha·li they can be faithful 

to the religion of their souls (pages 96-97). When wUl the Christians 

real be the mockery and the hollowness of it all? Would toot they would 

seek their own salvation and cease to molest the unhappy Jew (page 57)1 

However, Solomon is aware of his people's faults, theirlove 

of ostentatiousness and luxu1•y (page 27), their querulousness aud their 

pride, for even on the .l!.lve of Atonement they quarx•el about seating arrange ... 

ments in the synagogue (page 95) • This ch~traoteristio of divisiveness 

will eventually annihilate them (page 21) • Their manners and t.hei:r. act-

ions leave much to be desired (page 95), and their busj.ness methods are 

not always strictly honest (pages 24, 108). But many good qualities 

offset the:i.:t' faults, and Solomon enumerates their weaknesses only to 

save them from further l'~rm (page 108),. Yet, whatever the Jews do, they 

are suspected of' ulterior motives. When they px•actice fenclng, it is 

believed t~t they are preparing tor ~del:' (VIII). Their refusal to eat 

pork is based upon the thought that pork stimulates their already inordinate 

sex appetite (page 16). When they would indicate love for their adopted 

country by appending a Spanish name, they are rebuked (page 6t.i,), and 

despite the fact that Jews are h'Ulll8.n and sub,ject to all the to·rments and 

ills of flesh and blood, they are treated like uogs (page 10). 

Poignantly·, dramatically and powerfully Solomon discussed the 
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gripping problems o:f' his day, analyzed the plight of his fellow-suffers, 

and incorporated his discov·eries in "Sohevet Yelluda"• Its tremendous value 

is demonstrated not only because it sheds warm and clear light upon one. 

of the greatest catastrophes of Isr•ael 's his tory, but also because it 

presents many of the c1uestions that persist even unto our day. Richly 

deserving a lofty position among the literary products of Israel, nschevet 

Yehuda" is a remarkable book composed by an l.Ulusual man. 

I 

~: ... 1'"·(~-:~:~i: ,,rJ'\ .. , 
(-;, 

\, 



{49) 

'l!he author claims to have taJ.~en this narrative from the 

!'Ohronicles of the Kings of Aragon"• Rome has prepared an army to advance 
' } 

upon Jerusalem. On the way, one of the Ronmn leaders, Antonius, hears of 

the bewidowing of beautiful Q,ueen Cleopatra of Egypt. He goes to her and 

I ···,;Wife, a sister of the Roman Emperor. Rome is incensed because of his per-

Another Roman army is sent to destroy Antonius and Oleopatl:'a, who 

!.:; \~ \Vas a friEnld of the Je·ws, The seoond army· wrealts its vengea11oe upon the 

two and then ao.vances against Jerusalem. But the Jews fight so desperately 

and courageously that only after a vicious struggle are they temporal:'ily 

~uelled. Within a yea!', however, the Jews l:'ebel, and they are finally 

· annihihtted by a tremendous Roman army. The casual ties are enormous, and 

the l:'oy·al ty are captured; but they succumb in a short while. 
(~·~""r·'J,_~·-· 

An account of a persecution that occul:'red during the time of 

Ben Sira or, as known among the Christians, Josephus ben Sirach. He is 

the authol:' of Eoclesiastious. 

NARRATIVE IIl 

Taken £rom the ''Chronicles oi' the Kings of Persian. The Pers-

ians begin to dislike the formerly highly es temmed Jews. The king, intim ... 

idated by his subjects, forces the Jews to convert through the instruments 
' 

oi' imPrisonment and tol:'tul:'ee Immediately following this tragedy, Persia 

is conquered by the Moslems. 1l'he Moslem ruler permits the Jews to practice 

their religion. 

'"' 
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NARRATIVE IV 

,._: In the year 1111 the king decrees conversion under penalty 

of death and confiscation of property. He is adamant and refuses to listen 

to the arguments oi' the Jews. Even the inf'luenoe of non-J'ews is of no 

avail. As a consequence, n~ Jews are :forced to forsake Judaism. However, 

after a month the king dies and his son suoceeda him. The new king as-

sures the Jews that they may safely return to their religion. Many do so, 

but some few remain converts because they fear treachery. 

:~ 
NARRATI Vl!l V 

Joseph Halevi is accused o.£ blood libel. He and 1,500 prom.-
,--~~~~&l.Jh."~~·~-'i.~~_,. 

r 

,, \ il ineut Jewish :f'wnilies of Granada are slain. The tragedy occurred on the 

:: 9~~, .. ,.c),.· ~·i;;!:Jf\ . .f 
l 9th of' Tebet. Abraham Ha.levi is:i~::~~ed 

, ; ':c~,j;;,:~.:;ttlt tc•.,le l;(~,;t ?· \ . ~··~·· 
because he would not forsake 

j 

NA.HRA!.riV.E VI 

The narrator mentions that there are mat~ conflicting accounts 

with reference to the "Shepherds' Uprising"• 1£'he narrative, as he pre-

sents it, is taken and translated by him into the Hebrew :from the 110hron-

icles of the Spanish Kings"• A dove that changed into a young virgin ap-

pea.red to a youth and charged him to arouse the shepherds to wage war 

against the Moslems. As a. sign of' his select iOJl~ a. cross and the wordS 

'"' 

of his rllssion were inscribed upon his arm. ~spite conflicting testimon-

ies, people aclmowledged him as a holy person. All the shepherds rallied 

around him. Thirty thousand strong, they advanced to Gran,a.da.. On the ,nay 

1 t was suggested that the Jews be despoiled> that the proper war equipment 

could be obtained. This suggestion was adopted when their anger was 

.aroused by a Jewish tailor. He scoffed at their plans, thereby forfeiting 

his life. Because none man sinned, wrath was visited upon all the Jewish 
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people." Others say that the incant i ve :for the shephe :rds ' :fury was due 

to a dispute between a shepherd and a Jew. The latter was killed because 

his arguments were irref-utable. Massacres ensued, but in their distress 

tne Jews appealed to the French king and. the Pope who are helpless. There 

was continued slaughter. The priests encouraged the atrocities by claim-

ing that a miracle was performed when some captive shepherds were freed; 

the priests were the liberators. No one was able to help the Jews,; although 

the Seneschal of r:coulouse attempted to do so. The Jews were betrayed by a 

treacherous guard. The King of Aragon opposed the shepherds. His son Al-

fonso defeated them andnad their leader killed. The shepherd's morale was 

broken; many were killed by the sword, the remainder perishing through a 

plague. All Jewry united in providing for their destitute brethren. 

NARRATIVE VII 

A disputation between the excellent Spanish King Alfonso and 

the learned ':nftomas. The king is perturbed--a certain bishop is exciting 

'the people by claiming that the Jews cannot celebrate Passover without 

the blood of a Christian. Although the accusation seems ridiculous. the 

king wishes to be inf'ormed about that matter. Further, he wished to learn 

:for the decline of the Jews. The king is puzzled--

is due to divine punisrunent since other idolatrous 

natural causes, which he lists as four: (1) ignorance of warfare, (2) lack 

of strength and courage, (3) poverty, and (4) lack of large armies. 

Thomas begi!lB his answers by stating that God does not de-

~ sire the loss of any living species--even that of a fly. Continuing, he 

, clears the Jews of the blood accusation by stating that such a deed is 

foreign to their cowardly natures. 
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~he king is angered because of Thomas• implication of ignor-

ance, and impresses upon Thomas that the discussion is for the edi£ioa ... 

tion of the public. He askS Thomas if the Jews consider a Christian 

killed by a Jew as belonging to the category of Man. He bases his ~uest-

ion on the statement that an Israelite is not liable when his ox kills 

the ox of a non-Israelite. 

Thomas, quoting the argument oi' a aertain Abravanel, refu·tes 

the king 's implication that a Jew is guiltless when he Idlls a Christian, 

The king is pleased with Thomas' answer, but more so with the words of 

the quoted Abravanel. The question arises: Why are the Jews hated? 

Thomas replies that only the rnasses hate the Jews, The in-

·· telligent man does not hate them. The masses hate them out oi' envy, a 

feeling for wllich ·the Jews are reSI)Onsible because they now dress rlchly 

and aspire to nobility, Thongh they had entered as poor exiles, they had 

now become wealthy through their practice of usury. Another reason for 

hatred against the Jews, so says the king, is due to the anti-social atti ... 

tude of the Jews re:f.'leoted in their refusal to eat and drink wHh non-Jews. 

~homas asserts that this dietetic rigorousness is due to the Talmudists. 

Story of the Jewish physician who refuted the accusation that Jews regard 

non-Jews as unclean by drinldng the water in. which the ldng had bathed 

& his feet. 

The ldng asks Thomas what measures he should use to protect 

the Jews. He answers that the Jews should be forced to restore estates 

gained through usury; Jews should be forbidden to wear silk clothes; and 

they should be distinguished by the wearing o:f.' a red badge. These meas~ 

ures are considered commendable by the king, who further asks if usury ls 

sanctioned by the Bible. Thomas replies that because o:i' their greed the 

Je\W have interpreted the Bible to meet with their desires. 
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At this point info:rmers appear and declare that Jews had 

kille.d a Ohristian for his blood. The king to restrain his anger refers 

them to Thomas who repeats to them his discussion with the king. After 

scolding the informers, Thomas tells of the measul•es promulgated for the 

J·ews. {Thomas takas it for granted that t;ha king will issue them.) The 

people are grateful, though they want the Jews expelled. The king re-

joices When he hears that the accusation is false. He assures Thomas of I· 
I 

a large heavenly reward, but Thomas prefers a reward in this world. The 

king agrees to reward him on the condition that Abrave.nel be presented at 

court • In the ensuing discussion 1.rhomas asserts tha,t Abravanel is of royal 

extraction, and qualifies his statements by a survey o:f the history of the 

.Jewish dispersion. Marveling at Thomas' Jewish erudition, the king opines 
• I 

., · .. . that perhaps Thomas is a Jew. 
r l fit. purity of Jewish gene1logy. 

Thomas iS offended. 1.t'he king discusses the 

~homas is helplessly exasperated,. 

' The king wishes to know why the later statutes and con~nd-

menta were not given to Ohristians. Thomas is vengefUl and insults the 

king who 'dubs Thomas a :f'ool. · Thomas quotes a discussion wherein Abravanel 

said: Jews were given laws because of their superior station in the scale 

of creation. To which Thomas replied: Ohristian were not given command-

menta because o£ their excellence and perfection. The king likes 1.l!homas' 

~arguments. 

~he debate is resttmed the next day. Thomas compares Jews to 

the erring soldier whom the king punishes with banishment. The king ob ... 

serves that Jews remain Jews despite seeming conversion. Due to the firm-,, 

ness of their minds' grasp of the giving of their religion, this image 

cannot be supplanted. Arguments by analogy: Jews received \;heir religion 

in fire, so they must be converted in fire. In respect to that statement 

. Joseph Beneviste and Solomon b. J'aisoh are quoted. Thomas mentions some 
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in{Probable things that the Jews believe, such as the story about Habbakuk. 

The king adds a i'ew more, 'but justifies adherence to these by saying that 

they strengthen conviction • 

The debate reverts to the original question: Oauses that were 

responsible for the downfall of the Jews. ~he king is puzzled by two things: 

Where did Solomon get all his wealth; and how did the great Jewish popula-

tion become d.ecimated'2 To the first, Thomas answers: ·:from Ophir and also 

by the inheritance attained thr01;~gh ro·bbery. The lting is angered at the 

accusation that 1iavid was a thief. ':l:homas answers the second question by 

saying that the Jews were decimated by wars and pestilence. The Jews were 

the indi vid.uals responsible tor bringing pestilence to the world. The ldng 

angrily disputes the latter libel and exposes Thomas as a he.te:r of the Jews. 

~honJas ascribes as the natural causes :for the downfall of the 

Jews their gre.atness and their haughtiness. These two chs,racte1•istics are 

responsible for their internal disruption. Nicholas de Lyra is quoted with 

reference to the Jews quarreling on the Sabbath,. The king is pleased with 

the explanation, though Nicholas is compared to an ordinary thief. 

The king asks why the Jaws observe Baturday, the Christians 

Sunday, and the Moslems Friday. Because :Moses believed it was fitting to 

honor the uay upon which God rested from His labor; Jesu.s ·believed it was 

fitting to observe the e1ay upon which Creation was instituted; and the 

Prophet believed it was fitting to observe the day upon which the Creation 

was :finished. 

Thomas continues his dissertation on the downfall o£ the Jewa. 

He cites the cond.uct o:f' Solomon's son towards his subjects. Story of the 

king who was angered at the Jews, and who was advised to settle all the 

Jews in one city--which was devoid o:t' non ... Jews--and that in a short while 

the Jews would kill each other because of their disagreements. Thomas 
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lists ten incidents seemingly historical to support his contentions that 

by internal troubles, wars, famines, and desecration the Jews were daci ... 

l ,fated, impoverished and humbled. '.rhe rise oi' the sect of Samaritans is 

§; ,._t,'·(,4p:resented as another cause for internal trouble and much slaughter. ~Hory 
w . ..,; 

. { "(;~· eJ 
.· :,c I•.' I .. ,.~-< '· oi' the yotmger ·brother who disgraced his older brother the high priest. 

builds a temple 

<" ~ ('.i}· ·• and officiated there as high priest. Again the king marvels at Thomas' 
~ " ,· 

I •\( 

.. -F~ 1. knowledge of' Jewish data. '.Chora.as explains that the Jews were not success-

/, \1.~ .. -l·Athel./ t i'ul in battle because God used to :fight i'or them, and oonseq,uently When ne 
. ·w,L .v. . \ 1 

· -;.1_ \,I v vt "was displeased with them the Jews were unable to de:t\md themselves because 
I lt/•1 f'· .. · I :l• ' 
{-" '·' ( ~ i'' " 

1\..frl. they were unfamiliar with military tactics. Fu.rthennore 9 the Jews knew 
~ v 

nothing of military machines. '.I!he king disagrees with the latter st~tement 

and relates some stories to prove that Jews were familiar with war machines • 

Josephus is q,uoted. The king wishes ·co know why God drove out the Jews from 

the !l!emple. Thomas replies that exile was their punishment for bringing 

strange gods into the :£1emple. '.!!he Jews were sent .into strar1ge lands to 

worship strange gods, or stra:nge stars. The number 70 is based on the 

7 stars Whose circuit takes 70 years,. Why is their punishment prolonged 

since the Jews no longer worship strange godst--the king asks. Because 

the Jews perform those things which God. hates and despises, even though 

they do not omit one prayer. ~1hey are also denied a Messiah. Thomas com-

pares the destruction of the Temple to the death of Christ--destroyed by 

those :f.'or whose salvation it was intended. The king considers Thomas• 

argument as peculiar. He believes that the Temple was destroyed so that 

no strangers should worship therein. The king concludes the uebate with 

a prayer, thanking God 'because the Jews are guiltless. 
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NARRATIVE VIII 

~~·- -~ .. -, In the fourth year of Alfonso of Spain a blood accusation 
i 

was raised against the Jews. A corpse was thr•ovm into the home of a Jew 

by Ohl~istianlh A massacre of J'ews took place on the first night of .Pas-

sover. Fugltives tasted throughout the festival. This occurred in Eci,ja 

and was repeated in .Palma. The Jews of Palma sent messengers to the 

· ' larger cities, who in turn sent ambassadors,· Abraham Beneviste, Jo~1eph 
.. · n-- n.,., 
}~._' -:VI;tft,<ft· ~~~:_~!-and Rabbi Samuel b. Sohoschan, to the king's court. The a0 

... 

cusers also appeared before the king. The king greets the accusers coldly 

;J' 
·-.~__, · .. 

/:: .. 

[ 
·. ' 

w_.,--- -, ·--ki'i...~." 

and tells them to return the next day. The Jewish messengers appear on 

the following morning, ancl the king is pleased with their spoltesman, Jos-

eph the Prince. The king asks Joseph six questions with reference to _ ............ "'-''"'"""'.,-·~·· 

usury which the Jews practice, to their wearing of' silken clothing, to 

their public appearances on festive occasions, to their belief in the un-

cleanliness of Christians, to the teaching of songs to their young, and to 

the teaoh:i.ng oi' tlQ&.sword a11.d spear. 

'l!he messengers answer that they were forced. to practice usury 

(analogy oi' mice); they deny the chat•ge of' dressing in silk. In answer to 

the charge that women a1•e dressing in silk and finery, the messengers state 

that the royal decree did not prohibit finery to women. With reference to 

assemblies they answer that it is in accordance with divine decree. They 

to not refer to the uncleanliness quest'ion, and justify the teaching of' 

song and the lilte because their young are a:l'f'eoted by their environment. 

The lting is 11leased and tells them to return the following morning. The 

next morning the ritual murder charge is investigated. The king disap-

proves of torture as a method of ve1•ification. Tells of the incident of' 

the stolen cups. The king proves that money is the mightiest incentive 
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in lif'e. Story of the lao. who informed against his master because of 

money. His master Juan de la 'Vera plots against the Jew because of 

money. When called to court his accomplices and he al"e found guilty and 

are given capital punishment; the Jew is vindicated. 

silenced. 

Christians advise the Jews to do so in order that the king shoulcl not de ... 

tJrii.ve them of all their religious practices, since the king was an ex-

tremely stubborn man. Jews explain to the Christians that circumcision 

is the root o£ their faith. If that is prohibited then everything is 

nil. The Jews plead before the king, who is 1myield.ing. He gives them 

a. month to a.cc~pt complete conversion or be put to death. The Jews dis-

tribute money among influential nobles; Roberto and an unnamed Jewish 

scholar debate':~; with the king, who remains adamant. The leaders are 1m-

pr:l.soned, most of Spa11ish Jewry is converted, and upon the king 's death 

they flee to distant lands to practice their religion. 

NARRATIVE X 

In the days of ])on Juan who was the ro;yal regent--since King 

.A:lfonso vfas too young--Joseph b. Ephraim was the most' powerful o±'i'ioial 

in Spain. Joseph was a man of excellent ·qualities and was highly re-

speoted by all. ·A servant of his, Gonzales Martin, became his aroh-enemy 

through envy. Gon~ales oonoeives of a plan to fill the treasury so that 

the king may go to war. He receives the king's approval, and Gonzales 

seizes Joseph, the physician Samuel Wakar and eight prorn:lnent Jews, 

~. .... 
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together with their families and px•oparties. Joseph dies in prisou, and 

the king is outraged. He frees Joseph's family. Samuel also dies a 

miserable death in prison. He was an extremely c~pable man, and his 

statements are preserved in the "Chronicles of' the Castilian Kings" • 

Gonzales is elevated to a high position by the king and wants to kill a.ll 

the Jews. He ple,ns to begin with the court-Jews first. His plot against 

the court-scribe Moses Abadriel and Samuel b .. Jaisch fails. The· king 

:recognizes Gonzales as an enemy of the Jews. The Moslems invade Castille 

and Gonzales suggests that the wealth o£ the J'ews be seized and that they 

be driven out. He substantiates his suggestions wHh al~guments. The king 

is silent, but others rebulce and reject Gonzales' suggestions. Bishop LOn 

Gil exposes Gonzales as one who wishes to destroy• the Jews, and this indi .. 

cates hatred for the kil~· The custom in Castille was to honor Jews who 

a are worthy people. Moses the scribe informs the Jews of Gonzales' plans, 

and they a:t•a terrified. Meanwhile, to prevent the Moslems :i'rom landing, 

the ld:ng appoints Gonzales over the a:nny. A heavy defeat is in:fliated on 

the invaders; their leader Abumeleoh is killed. Gonzales rejoio.es and be-

liev$S the king will now heed his advice. But God is zealous for his 

people and turns the heart of the king against Gonzales. The king attempts 

to seize him, but Gonzales escapes to a fortress. His brothers and his 

wealth are seized. Finally Gonzales is brought to justice, and executed 

by burning. A prayer follows expressing gratitude to God--a song of 

trhunph. The chronicles are read. to the king, recalling the deeds of 

Gonzales. His property, his brothers and their property are sold to the 

Jews of' the court. The ldngts seal ring which he had given to Gonzales 

is now given to Moses the scribe. 
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NARt~TlVE XI 

In the year 5250 (1489) decrees were issued against the Jews 

in the now ItaliaJl provinces • '.!!he narrator cannot find sources or causes. · 

Also in Florence many forsook Juda.ism. Even when they were driven out, 

they were despoiled. Many· were killed in tiardinia. In Provence they re ... 

mained secret Jews. Jewish women When ~uestioned about the Sabbath lights 

explained that this custom was one they had observed their mothers perform. 

(Statement of Joseph b. Verga: He heard :from the physician Moses Hamon 

that in Egypt Moslems closed their stores on Sabbath because their fathers· 

bad done so.) In the sa.r.ne year and in those provinces where the J'ews were 

:persecuted a great pestilence attacked the Christians; bttt the Marranos 

were untouched. The Christians then permitted the An;U6.§l..m to leave.. Many 

did go, others remaining because they feared a trap. These later suffered 

at the hands of the Inquisitors, until a king finally abolished the Inquis

itiou. 

NARRATIVE XII 

JJ.1ring. the reign of King Manuel the son of Al:tons.o there oc ... 

au:rred the following incident in Ocnia. A Christian kills the son of' a 

woman he hates and casts the body into the window o:f' his Jewish neighbor. 

The Jew had gone away and his wife discovered the body. Terrified she re

sorts to a plan which will shield her from guilt. The officers enter and 

search her house, while she pretends to be pregnant and is awaiting de

livery. She had. hidden the dead child under her slcirt,. After their fruit ... 

less search the woman wails and claims that she has given birth to a still

born and at night the body is buried. The wife of the ldller informs upon 

him and the matter is cleared up. ~1he Jewess is praised :for her ingenuity, 

.and the cleverness of Jews is discussed at court • A translation of the 
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"Chronicles of the Roman Kingan is. read upon that point. 'L'his partial 

translation purports to be the words of a Jewish ambassador at the 

court of Rome. Rome is the emissary of God, the instrument of His pun-

ishment. The Judeans want peace, but the tribunals are corrupting and 

oppressing the people. Rome should give them a just governor so that 

peaceful l'elat ions may be maintained. ~~uel is struck by the cleverness 

of the Jew. 

NARRATIVE XIII 

; i The bulk of this narrative consists of a disputation between 
c ' 

a priest and King .Don Manuel. The priest bad :prepared a sermon about 

,.·,..' 
·-;: Jews, and had invited the Jews to come and llear it. Fearing that it 

would be directed against them, the Jews had sought out the ldng and 

't. '"• prevailed upon him to hear the priest. 'l!he priest opened his sermon with 

the words, 11What are we going ·co do about these goad-for-notlling people, 

the Jews?"; and immediately the king arose and walked away, enraged.. But 

the priest followed him, overtook him, and pleaded with him to hear him 

out to the end. The king was somewhat so£tened and engaged the p:r.iest 

in the following disputation: 
. ,. 

The· priest said that the Jews were evil, that this fact 

pleased him. I£ the Jews had not sinned in the eyes of God, they would 

now be rulers of the world. For their sins God had abandoned them; he 

had allowed Nature to l~ve its way with them. 

The king answered that this could not be true. It God had 

' [ 
indeed ab~1doned the Jews to the laws of Nature, they would have to pass 

through a certain cycle ordained for things in Nature; they would have 

to fall and rise. But the Jews had fallen without always rising. And 

w.p.y have they not always risen? Because God has not abandoned them: He 
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is still their taskmaster, and in accordance with ~oriptures (~ut. 

31,17-18) still burdens themt and will continue to burden them in many 

ways. 

The king's argument silences the priest. 

NARRATIVE XIV 

This narrative begins with a disputation between a Pope and 

his sister Sancb.a, wi:i'e of Robert of Naples, who demands that he banish 

the Jews. She says that all Jews except those who have embraced Christ-

ian1ty are unclean, and have been unclean ever since the Crucifixion. 

She main·tai:ns that by banishing them the Pope will be pe:rfonning a Christ-

like duty, tor Ch:ri s t would wish it , and he wi 11 be rewarded by being ad.-

mitted into .Paradise., 

The Pope derides what Sancha says as merely wqman's prattle, 

then adds that those who attaclt the Jews attack: the apple of God's eye. 

They are not unclean, he argues; it is wrong to consider them unclean be-

cause they have been denied the baptism o:f the Church: the truth is that 

they have a baptism peculiar to themselves--circumcision.. And he points 

out that this fonn of baptism is superior to the other in that it requires 

the shedding of blood. 

This argument nonpJ.usses·Sancha, but she :t.s still.determined 

to have the Jews banished. So after a time she brings some bishops before 

the king who testify that Jews have been scoffiltg at the holy procession 

around the cross. Thereupon the Pope orders the Jews out of the count~. 

The Jews now seek out a friendly ruler, King Robert of. 

Naples, to interoed.e :for them.. Various gifts and amo1mts of money are 

sent to Sancha and the bishOIJS, but to no avail. Finally King Robert 

sends messengers to Sa.ncha with a promise of 100,000 f,"Uld.en, if she will 
____... " 
~;r.-~··1 l 
V ,l) ;< ··fA/11\ /l 
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have the Pope revoke the decree of banishment. Se.ncha goes to the Pope 

and asks for the revocation. He grants it after pointing out that her 

feelings about the Jews have been softened by the 100,000 gulden. 

NAR:R.A'f IVE XV 

Here we read how in the town of Monzon, during the Feast of 

Passover, some Gentiles saw a group of J·ews playing blind.rnan 's bu:f£ • They 

went to the town officis,ls and told them that they had heard the Jews hail-

ing the "blindmann as Jesus Christ, in order to mock: Him. ~'eari:ng a pogrom, 

the officials cautioned the informers to carry their tale to the king be-

fore seeking revenge~ But this warning was not heeded. All the Jews were 

butchered except one sma.ll boy, and the babes in arms were baptized. The 

surviving boy tolc1 some Jews visHing Monzon what had happened, and they 

took him to their village with the Gentiles in pursuit. 'rhe Jews escaped 

with the boy, but when they got to their village they. found that news of 

the Monzon pogrom had preceded them. They saved themselves by paying heavy 

bribes. 

NA.RRAT IVE XVI 

Aided by the Spanish king 's advisor, some Christians bring a 

murder ohara.ge against a Jew. The king summons Jews and discusses a pas .. 

sage in Psalms 121:4. The charge is cleared up because the king had wit-

nessed the aot. The Christians had oast the body upon the Jew's premises. 

':Che kirJg is also ttone who does not sleep nor slumber.n 

NARRA.T I Vlll XVII 

':Che situation in this narrative reveals itself with two men 

telling the French king that on the eve of' the Feast of' Passover they had 

seen a Jew seize a Christia11 and drag him into his house• The ldng is 

': 
i 
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skeptical oi" this story of .human sacrifice. He knows how often such stor-

ies against the Jews have been proved false, and he dismisses the inf'onners 

with the warning that the next tale-bearer will be decapitated. This en-

rages the informers, who procure a la,rge number oi' people to swear that 

they had seen the Christian go into the Jew's house but not emerge. They 

also procure two citizens who testify that during a visit to the Jew's hou,se 

they saw him holding a bloody knife. The Jew, summoned before the .king, ex-

plains that he had used the lmi:fe to slaugilter fowl for the li'east. The 

king's courtiers object that one lLOes not kill fowl insj.de one's house, 

and at their suggestion the king orders the Jew to be put on the rack. 

Now fifty other Jews are named as having been involved in the human saori ... 

:t'ice and the king has them all arrested. 'I!he Jews plead that they would 

not be so foolish as ·to put themselves and their families and their property 

in peril with such an act. And even i:t' this one Jew is guilty does it fol-

low that all the members of his raoe are'f· Is it right to condenm a race 

for ·the a.otion of one of its members? .A.t this the king asks his courtiers 

what the Chronicles have to say on this point, and when the courtiers a.ns-

wer that the Ch~onicles say what the Jews have said he has them all re-

·. leased. He does not, however, release the first Jew. But he is still un-

easy, and so he $,sks a i"oreign visitor at his court, an Arabian prince, 

which is done in his country in such a case. The .Are,b answers that his 

king pays no attention to charges of human sacrifice against the Jews, 
\ .. 

that they have no basis either in religion or in reason. The king's 

oourtiers retort that while the Jews may have no grievance against the 

Mohammedans they certainly have one against Christians and Christ, that 

by sacrificing a Christian they feel they are ~avenging themselves upon 

Jesus. '.Co this the Arab answers, in e :f.' :f.' eo t, 11Why should they ldll one 

man in order to revenge themselves on another?" It is more reasonable 
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that Ohrist should revenge Himself on the Jews than that they should. :r.e-

venge themselves on Him,. {He mentions in passing that according to his 

ow.n religion the Jews did not kill Christ, but tha,t He went to heaven 

living.) Now the courtiers try to turn the Arab 1S own words a{sainst him. 

He says that Jesus should revenge Himself on the Jews. Well, hasn't He 

done so? Why do they live in exile now., i:t' Christ has not been avenging 

Himself? The Arab replies, in effect, "Well, knowing that their exile is 

Ohrist•s or God's revenge, would the Jews dare to retaliate? FOllyl And 

:1.:1' God is 1•evenging Himself, why should you presume to wreak further re-

venge•?u He adds that he is not a lover of Jews, that he holds it against 

them that they have mistreated certain prophets, but the ki:ng has asked 

him for his views in this case, and he is determined to tell the truth. 

Several days after this disputation two new informers appeared 

and said that they had eavesdropped on a gathering of' Jews at the house 

where the Christian's body had been i'o1.md. !!!hey testified that they had 

heard the incarcerated Jew say that if he were caught he would take care 

not to incriminate the others. ~1hey testified further that the other Jews 

had said that they were rich and would soon buy his release. 

Now the ldng turns to the Arab and asks him what he makes 

o£ the testimony o:f' the new informers. The Arab dismisses it • I:f the 

Jews were guilty, they would have s~arded against speaking loudly enough 

to be overheard,. 

The next turn in the case is that the people are impressed 

by the Arab •s analysis and there is a demand by them that he be allowed 

to show the way to a just settlement of the case. But the king is un-

moved by this: his heart hardens; he orders all the Jews to be placed in 

barrels which are to be closed with nails and rolled 1.10 the marlcet-plaoe. 

Now one of the ki:ng's courtiers points out that if' this action is to be 
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legal the king himself must initiate it; he must be the first to roll a 

barrel to the market-place. The king agrees. A barrel with a Jew in 

it is brought before him and he starts it on its way; but then he faints. 

Upon reviving, he orders all the Jews removed from the barrels--God bas 

made him faint in order to make him see the injustice of the punishment 

meted out to the Jews. The lcing has l1imself conveyed back: to the palace 

in a wagon and there he aslc.s the Jews to pray for him, which they do. 

The narrative ends with the production of' witnesses who testify 

to having seen certain Christians throw the body into the Jew's house. The 

k:iug decrees that the guilty ones shall have their hands and :t'eet out off'. 

NA.RRA'i'IV.E XVIII 

The locale of this narrative is London, England, and .. this, 

time the charge against t;he Jews is not that they have been using human 

sacrifices but tbs,t they are guilty of' clipping coins. Upon investigat-

ing the charge., the king finds it is the Jews' accusers who are the real 

coin-clip:pers. But though he 1mts no ,faith in the witnesses produced to 

testify that they have seen Jews clii)11i:ng coins, he orders the Jews ban-

ished anyway, so that they may not all be slaughtered in the threatened 

pogrom. The year ot this occurrence is 5020, f }I, :: / ). 7 0 Cf!: tb 
lifARRA.~IV.E XIX 

~his narrative is dated like XVIII and deals with the vin-

dictiveness of' an Italian priest in the tovm of Trani. In order to in-

cite hatred against the Jews, of whom it was steadil~l "being demanded 

that they embrace Christianity, this priest stu.ck a cross in some ex-

crement at a Jew's house, and then announced that he had dreamed of seeing 

a cross buried in Jewish excrement. Soon a£terwa1•ds the cross was fou:nd 

where the priest had buried it, and the town rose against the Jews. The 
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town officials undertook to rescue them b\lt seeing that it was impos-

sible, urged them to permit themselves to be baptized. A majority of 

the Jews com11lied; the rest ';;ent to Haples, where they encountered fUr-

ther persecution. Some of' them embraced Christianity; some fled to 

another land. 

NARRA.TIVE XX 

The narrator finds the cause of the e~pulsion of the Jews 

£rom li'ranoe in the "Chronicles oi' the Germans"• A monic belonging to the 

upredioadores" and who was the confessor o£ the queen wooed a Jewish m.aid 

and even accepted circumcision and Judaism in order to marry her. Uis 

olerio brothers and the queen were incensed, and wan.ted vengeance against 

the Jews. 'J!he queen pleads with the king, but to no avail. She enlists 

the sup1)0rt of the courtiers who are not enthusia_stic. Af'ter intensive 

arguments the king is finally persuaded, and the Jews are cruelly driven 

out. Those who were responsible for the circumcision of the monk were burnt. 

NARRATIVE XXI 

In 5046 (1286) Philip came to the throne--presumably ~Tance. 

With great cruelty he drove out the J'ews. Levi b. Gershom is mentioned. 

~. ,'l.' I He wrote a oommentary fifteen years after the expulsion, ~he anti rs o om

~~·(,..IJiA~~~'" t munity o:f' Toulouse was conver·t;ed. 

• ~ v .~,-,t [; 
('yr \ l,_. {) NARRATIY.lll XXII 

-~·-·~-·-"'·~;,_,., ............ -····· .. - .1 In 5014 (1254} there was an expulsion, probably in ~'ranee • 
. '-f.{/.; 1;c ,IJ; HARRA.~IVE XXIII 

tf Fifty years later--after the Jews had bought the privilege 

of returning--the new French king decreed conversion or death within three 

months. Abugardan illeloadin pleads in vain for the Jews. The king is 

----------------------------===~~=--=~====~~~ 
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determined.. 

NARRATIVE XY.!V 

In 1295 King Philip the Ezpeller was killed while hunting as 

a punishment for his deeds against the Jews. His son, benefitting by the 

punishment of' his father, invited the Jews to return, assuring them of' pro-

teotion., There was divided opinion among the exiled Jews who realized that 

their greatest enemy were the common folk. But their love for their home-

land triumphed and they returned., Those who were despoiled on the way were 

provided for by the king. 

Seven years later expulsion once again, though not as severe 

as the :former ones., Despite protection many were robbed. 

I (:ttl) liA.URAT IVE XXVI 

In 1400 a severe plague swept Germany, France, Provence, and 
~ . .....__,. 

OhrisUans complain about Jews poisoning the waters of' the 

river. The king is skeptical Of their charge and dismisses them. But the 

scoffing of a Jew reintensif'ies the Christians 1 pulJ?Ose, and through false 

witnesses the ll;;ing is convinced. He decrees expulsion, but the people want 

conversion or death., The nobles abet the ;peo:ple, and the decree is passed--
( 

there is muoh su:f':f:'ering, but many German Jews remained i'aithful. 

NA.RRAT IVE XXVII 

In 1390 in most of Spain Jews were perseeuted.. Many were 

killed beoausa of their adhere:noe to Judaism, and some were converted. 

But these Marrru1os were ever attempting to leave the lands, so that they 

return and practice their faith. Those who went to Arabian landS fared 

miserably, yet those who remai11ed fared miserably also. Their suHerings 
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seem to be a fulfillment of the verse in Lev. 26:28. 

NARRATIVE XXVIII 
I 

\ 

nl~e lcin_o> ____ o· __ :f ______ G: ____ he __ ee ____ ,. ___ nae __ prrunat:tosrlle:ettlelells What he haS hea:rd/:from the older peop~::.~ cY~Z 
',.!; ~ • ... "' Jews for not converting, b;y making theml-l~\':/·,·,.,, . 

J ' Ui•:·· ~if;:.;@.-

dwell in the open :t'ield without food or water forjthree deys. lVIoved to '-:~':') 

pity he redeorees that the Jews cannot live in 0/nstantinople but in .Pera. ./ 

Also they'f""g~n~ work h1 only one tra.de--sldns-·~f/r which they must make boats • 
.------ .71"·""''"'"''•-·1-·-·--''''''-,_, ... -- .- -- ··-- ~-·-, '" ···-~--~ ~~·--··-··-··"''' 

Some chroniclers say the latter decree refers to another t ima. 

NARR.AT IVE XKIX 

In the time of Ali'onse the Elder some Chrlstians bring an ao-

ou.sation against a Jew. A judge investigates, finds nothing and berates 

the accusers. rJ!he matter :is referred to the king. He listens coldly to 

the accusers. On the second day false witnesses are introduced concerning 

the disappearance of Pedro Gussman. The Jew is tortured and confesses to 

his murder. Just as he was sentenced to be burnt a bishop arrives who e:x:-

onerates the Jew. The king realizes the ineffectiveness of torture and 

utters a prayer of thankS• 

'I• l ./f'4( 
9-{J! tLM-1i'··~rl{ .Persecutions in 1146 in the land of the Berbers and in the 

r· J/t 1 (;J~a.st. The king wanted to co;:;; Jews to Mohammedanism. At this time 

. /~~onides fled to zoan (Oairo) llgypt, whore he beoame physician to the 

~--\..··&~1( Sultan and was the greatest scholar. While there he wrote his "lggeres 

. ~-- I! 
-{J ·#"' 

\' ·~-{( 
', ~( 

Ternan"• 

NARRA.T IVE XXU 

In 1139 great suffering was brought upon the Jews in Persia 
~·----.,..._,.. ......... H,._,._.,,. 

by a false messiah, ~vid Eldavid of Amadia. His pretensions were viewed 

r:: / 
----------------------------------------- .. 
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by the king as threatening the kingdom. (A poll-tax was exacted yearly 

from the Jews.). :Da.vid studied under the Exilaroh Ohasd.ai and in the col-

lege at Bagdad. He was well versed, especially in sorcery. IQvid as-

sembles the Jews at Mount Ohaftan and is acclaimed Messiah. In fear ·the 

Persian king invites .IB.vid to his court to p1•ove his claims. Fearlessly 

D9.vid accepts the invitation and amwunces himself as the Messiah sent by 

God to free Israel. The king I>uts J.(a.vid to the test of escaping i'rom 

prison, Which he does. The ld:ng sends after him, but the pu1•suers return 

baffled. Near the river he was heard bu·t not seen. The king then hastens 

after J~vid who per£or:ms a miracle and passes over the river. The pur-

suers cross over but cannot overtake him because he jou.rneys in one day the 

distance oi' ten days. ~he king sends messengers to the Exilarch demanding 

David on penalty of severe punishment. A messenger is sent to Emir Almuadin 

also. The exilarchs gathers and send messengers to David to desist because 

of the grave danger that he puts upon the Jews. If not, he was to be sol-

emnly exccrmmunicated. The prince Zalroi of Ashur and the astronomer Joseph 

Borl1un Alphulacn also send letters to £avid. But Lavid sneers and scoffs. 

The TurkiSh king, Said Aldin, a vassal of the Persian king, was a friend 

of the Jews and knew the father-in-law of ~vio.. The i'ather-in ... law is 

persuaded to kill David because oi' a love i'or money and a desire to save 

his people. David is killed 'by him and his head is sent to the Persian 

king. '.i.1he king's answer against lJavid •s followers is appeased with gold. 

Maimonides wrote that the Sultan asked David if he were the 

Messiah and he answered, 11Yes.u The proof ot a Messiah is to have his 

head out off, and then return to life. The Sultan experimented--David 

died, a death much more preferable than one by torture. Some fools believe 

he will return. 

Solomon b. Verga found presumably in the workS of ~mimonides 
-·-·~;r-····-1,~'""""-:· 

•... r\. 



mention o£ other false messiahs. One 

became cured from leprosy; another in 

brought trouble upon Israel. Another 

NARRATIVE XXXII 

In Persia a Jew proclaims himself the Messiah. The king warns 

the Jews to "ifo,._ away with him. The :false messiah is adarn~:mt to their pleas 

--he claims he has come to aid the Jews, The testimonial for his messianic 

claims is his success. The messiah wants the Persian Jdng to defray ex-

penses incurred in war. The Jews tell the king that this false messiah 

is insane. The king, however, agrees to pay the e:x:pensetJe The messiah 

gets the money and departs. 1l'he king re'Grieves the money by demanding the 

sum from the Jews--which I>roved an immense hardship u,pon them--many had 

to sell their children. To recompense himself :for his humili tat ion, the 

king decrees that Jews must go barefoot and wear half-length trousers. 

Joseph b. Verga quotes Moses Hrunn. The lting decreed in addition that Jews 

should individually bear a piece of wood suspended. :l.'rom their necks. Nat ... 

urally Jews refrained from public appearance, since they were subject to 

annoyance. 

Conversation between King ~n Pedro the Elder and Nicholas 

of Valencia. Nicholas asks the king why not war against the Jews, since 

he is planning a war on infidels. Jews hate Ohl'istia.ns and are not allowed 

to greet them. The king is skeptical, calls in a Jew 9 Ephraim b. Sancha; 

the king remarks upon Jew's name. He is asked which is the better relig-

The Jew asks for three days' grace. His reply: My neighbor left 

tor his two children. Now the two children want to 

know the difference and the value of the stones. Answer: only the .. 
father--an expert in stones--can tell. The !dug is impressecl with his 

--------------~~ ..Ill 
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wisdom. Nicholas is scolded; he insists that all religlons should be sub .. 

versive to Christianity as in the past. The king replies that it was of 

no benefit. Nicholas attempts to show that Jews refuse to take advice, by 

quoting a report sent by a general of Titus oontaini1~ a speech of Josephus 

th.a Great. Josephus pleads with the Jews to seek peace with the Romans 

and save the ~ample. {Josphus recalls that the greatest victory is that 

over the evil i~pulses--it is useless to wage war if peace is guaranteed. 

Story of Alexander.) But Jews reply to Josephus with stones and arrows. 

The king replies: Let us seek our own salvation instead of 

concerning ourselves with Jews. He is pleased with the eloquence of the 

Jews. Nicholas says they learn it from the Bible. Discussion about meter, 

at which the Levi tes are especially adept. Spealrs about a book brought 

:from Jerusalem to Rome written by Lazaro Ha. Levi dealing with the phenomena 

of Nature. Long discussion now ensues to satisfy the Jdng's questions 

about Nature. '.l}here are foul"teen ~westions, reflecting medieval notions 

and concepts of the universe • 

.Debate botween a Christian and a Jew before King Alfonso of 

Portugal. The Ohristian tries to prove that on the basis o:f' the .Psalms 

details were foretold oonoerning the Christ stories. ~he Jew answers 

that verses n~y have various inte~>retations, but the true interpretation 

of a verse depends upon its context. Gives the example ~ a Jew used be

fore the King of S:pain--·llis attitude towards a rooster was foretold by 

passages. in Lamentations. The king c01nnends the Jew for his cleverness. 

A word in the Psalms is dmsoussed. The Christian says the Jews should 

believe in Jesus because the Jewish belief in creatio ex nihilo is weird, 

despite Aristotle's proofs. ~he Jew refers to identical discussion before 

King Juan of .A.:ragon--creat io ex nihilo reflects God 'a onmipotence. 

-



(72) 

aorporeali ty impairs His in:fini tude. The king scolds the Jew and calls 

him a liter. The king illustrates with fantastic tales from the Talmud. 

The Jew replies that thesE~ tales were effective in directing attention 

upon more important problems. He explains an allegory. The king is not 

convinced. Everyone stands u;pon his own belief's. The ldng is tolerant. 

Christian says Jews are intolerant.. Manuscript becomes unreadable. 

NARRATIVE YJOO:II 

Great perseeut ion in Fez--oonfl icting accounts. 

NAHRATIVE XXXIV 

Narrative received this story from a German scholar. In a 

C+e:nna:tl oi ty Jews were givel'l three days to convert. Young Jews plot revenge 

against the Christians, because they had decided to rema:i.n within the fold. 

The Christians are slain and the city is destroyed by fil•e. The Jews also 

perish rather thall convert. 

NA.RRATIV.El 'XXXV 

Narratol~ received this tale from a French Oabbalist. In 

Beaudin Jews we1•e burnt to death because they did not convert--time of grace 

determined by a brand,. ·A Jew beloved by the ruler of the city :ls offered 

great advantages ii' he converts. He refuses but says he may change his 

mind when he sees the :f'ira. But he does not. Instead he thrusts the ruler 

into the £lames and they both perish. 

NARRATIVE LXXVI 

In a German city Jews were given tht•ee days to convert. They 

prefer death, and they kill themselves in the synagogue. ~he king com-

mands that their'bodies be cast upon the fields for the dogs. There is a 

tradition that a motmtaj.n builded itself u110n them, and thus they were 
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buried. Narrator 1)rays that such courageous Jews be found. always in Israel. 

NARRATIVE XXXVII 

A massacre occurred in Granada because the Jewish physician 

to the king, Isaac Hamon, was the indirect oausee, His name proved more 

effective than tha't of the Prophet in stopping a fight between two Moslems. 

An observer noted this apparent degradation and the massacre ensuede From 

that time on Jewish physicians abstained from riding on horses, dt•essing 

in silk, and showing a:ny appearance of' royalty or power. 

Seville, 

NARRATIVE XXXVIII _..., ... ~ 
.(."'/( 

Narrator writes of a miracle per:f'orrne<;_ .. ,.bf''''Judah b. Verga of 
~,,..,.,/ 

told to :narrator by Abraham b.~ In a small to·Nn near Seville 

some monks were refused charity by a Jew. A quarrel ensued and a monk was 

struck by the Jew. The monks seek vengeance and, hearing that an apostate 

has been buried in a Christian cemetery, they disinter him and bury him 

in the Jewish oeme·t;e:cy. The monks accuse the Jews and conu>lain to the 

Dulce. The Jews are in danger and appeal to Judah. The matter is referred 

to the king. J'udah oomes and appears before the duke.. By a cabbalistia 

triolt he exposes the monkS.. I~Iost· of them are saved from punishment of a 

severe nature by the people. 

NARRA'J:IVE XXXIX 

In Rome the Jews were given three days to decide upon death 

or conversion. About 15,000 are converted; some fled to ]faples where in 

a little while they too suffered,. 

NARRA'J: IVhl XL 

Oopy o:f' a letter sent by Abunstruc to the oommunHy in Gerona. 

i 
I 
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the ~ope to call in the Jews so that Geronimo could prove that the Messiah 

had already come in the person of Jesus. Proof' to be based. on the '£almud. 

Letter follows: Lorqui wishes to prove self a true Christian so he made 

this arrangement with the Pope. Assures Pope his arguments will convert 

Jews. ..Deleg~1;tes from various communities arrive on the lst of January--

especially from Aragon. Jews elect a spokesman• Don Vidal Benevis·te,who 

knew Latin. They agree that they Will no·t interrupt each o·ther, be polite 

and not become excited. J)elegates are welcomed by the Pope. Jews are 

afraid to disclose their names because of danger to their corrununities. 

Pope assures them of justic'e• usome were sad and some were happy as is 

customary among Jews.n Before the ecclesiastical court the debate hegins. 

Pope gives consent to their type of argument, which is. the proo£ from tra-

dition ano: not syllogistic. Meeting adjourned until the next day. Jews 

pray that ·their comp~l.rative gOod :fortune will persist. An esoteric sermon 

is delivered by zerachya Ha Levi, 

};, -'5J,,:,~f·on resumption of the debate Geronimo quoties the Talmud: 

nworld ''"exis'ted. tor 6,000 years---2,000 chaotic, 2,000 under jurisdiction 

of the Torah, and 2 11 000 for the days of ·the Messiah (Sa:n .. 97&). Indicates 

that Jesus has come--harangues for a considerable time until the Pope be ... 

vomes annoyed. Benveniste replies by asking a question: What are the 

Messianic conditions--have they been realized in Jesus? Pope remarks upon 

the Jewish tendency to parry· questions witli questions. Jews remark that 

Geronimo's talmudic quotation was incomplete, since it ends thusly: "be-

cause of ou.r many sins", provil:tg that the .Messiah has not yet come. 

Geronimo claims that the last part is a rabbinical gloss, because the 

original statement was made by Elijah who was a true prophet. z.erachya 

objects to this arbitrary claim about the oloss being inserted. Pope 

agrees vdth statements o£ zerachya. Geronimo says that he lms other proofs 
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concerning the Messiah from the '11almud. Pope aocu.ses him of arguing in 

the Jewish manner--evasive, eto8 So Geronimo persists in a:r.gui:ng about 

the gloss. Benveniste attempts to pin down Geronimo to exact time of 

Messiah's coming~-beginning, middle, or end of last 2,000 years. Infer-

enoe is tha~ it is yet possible for the Messiah to appear. Geronimo 

claims that the Messiah will be for the entil:•e period; world to be de-

stroyed at end of last 2,000 years. Joseph Albo claims that the 2,000 yeer 

period represents the time in which the Messiah may come--and the exact 

time depena.s upon the fitness of the Jews. .Pope objects to exclusiveness--

wb:y does it not depend also on Christians? Unnamed Jew states that Messiah 

is necessary :t'or those who are in exile--only.. Impasse reached and upon 

appeal to bishops~Qeronimo is reQuested to prove his argument. Impart-

iality of bishops emphasized. 

Fourth day: Geronimo quotes a statement which is near to the 

first one: Elijah says to :Rav Judah: ~~he world will exist for no less than 

85 jubilees, and at the last jubilee He will come. Judah asks Eli,jah: Will 

it come at the beginning or at the end? To which Elijah replies: I do 

not know. (San. 97b). Mattathias said this does not prove that Jesus 

was the Messiah because the number of jubilees does not permit it. So 

Geronimo ·says: All I said was that the Messiah had come--not that Jesus 

was the Messiahe Who then is the Messiah? queries the Jews. Pope warns 

Jews of the ruse employed by Geronimo to trap the Jews into a dilemma. 

Mattathias tells Geronimo that the opposite can be 1woved from the rralmud, 

quoting 11Cursed be those who calculate the end11 {San. 97b) • Pope wants 

statement explained. Means what it says: Great harm is to the pe01)le who 

believe in messianic calculations. God has intentionally concealed the 

date, and it is sinful to try to reveal God's purpose. Pope is at~ered 

and reviles Jews for implying that .ooniel is to be cursed. Don Todros 

' 
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incites Pope still more. Asks Pope why he desires that the proof of the 

Messiah's coming should be derived from the ~almud~ Don Vidal tries to 

smooth the rnatter over but the Pope insists upon explanation of the verse 

mentioned previously concerning the curse u;pon the m'cha:s.h'l(;e kjit,z.:l:.~· Don 

Vidal tries to explain the word m'chashve as meaning 11 to calcula.ten, but 

prophets are no·t calculators, since the prophet speaks by inspiration. 

The P·ope is satis:fied. After adjournment au argument arises among the 

Jews because they had not observed quiet. 

Next day: Jews argue that Geronimo should quote the last of 

the AmOra.im, Rav Ashi, who said: Until that time do not hope i'or him, 

after that hope for him (San. 97b) • 'Which proves that at that time the 

Messiah had not yet oome. Geronimo replies that it is the opinion of Ashi 

Who did not believe that the :Messiah had already oome that Elijah who was 

a prophet lmew the truth. A:Cter maki:n.g Geronimo admit that; Ashi was an 

excellent character, the Jews ask him how could Ashi deny then the state-

ments oi' Elijah. Bither the statement o:f Elijah is erroneously reported 

or Ashi interpreted it correctly. Geronimo grants this point but raises 

the question of the jubilees and insists that he is correct. Allbo refutes 

by sa.ying that the number of jubilees mentioned was the minimum number. 

Bishops say that if such is the case then there is no set time f'Or the 

Messiah. Mattathias says even according to your 2,000 years there is no 

set time. {Jews note that their comments are being recorded and, fearful 

lest the:l.r statements be changed by the scribes and used as avide:nce against 

them, they decide to be silent as much as possible and only one should speak, 

so that if the Pope does not like his answer they can. claim that they 

/ (,rt : / i ,;'i//iirll ( ~~,:~. l f 
I j \' \·: .,\( v ,. ~ 

Next day: Geronimo starts with (leg;~~> that on the day the 

differ.) 

.· -~.,.~-----··--

Tem:ple was destroyed the Messiah was born-··based on Isaiah 10:34, 11:1. 

,,, 
l' ,) 
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~hrough this Geronimo proves that the rvrossiah was born on that day. 

Astrua answers that this has alrea~ been discussed between Nachmanides 

and Pablo Ohristiani. Pablo tries to prove that the Jews should be termed 

the OanaanHes and the Christians should be called Jews, because the Jews 

has taken over the Oanaanitish customs. Nachmanides argues that the Christ

ians had not taken over the real Jewish truths Which only temporarily have 

been withheld from the Jews by God. Disputation held before King Don Pedro 

the Elder. Pablo silenced by Nachmanides' a.uswer. Po,pe says this should 

have been the answer: Our Savior has promised us salvation o:r our souls. 

We do not need those Jewish truths. Question o£ the Messiah'S birth res 

sumed. Don Vidal said legend does not mean that Messiah was actually born, 

though it is possible that he is born 'but living in the Garden of' £iden. 

Maimonides is quoted as saying that the Messiru1 was not born on that day 

but that in every generation there is a n~.:m born who may be the Messia.h 

if the Jews would repent. Pope is angered--does not care tor words oi' 

expounders, commentators, and part;icularly for the point that the aomir.te; 

of the Messiah depends rrpon the regeneration of the Jews. Messiah should 

only be born a:~ the time when Jews deserve him. Jews reply that Messiah 

has to be mature--a one-year old child cannot lead--Moses was 80, and even 

he needed helpers • . Pope :replies that there were more than 600,000 Jews at 

that time. Jews say that in their present status they. need more leadership. 

Pope agrees with the point that Jews need leadership in a _slurring fashion. 

il)isputation now ta,ll:es the form of grammatical quibblings about the tenses 

Of i£Olag. 

Next day grammatical discussion continues and Geronimo, having 

made a blunder is nonpiussed ancl attempts to correct his error. Jew now 

·have the advantage and bribe influential people to speak to dignitaries 

who in turn should make Geronimo desj.st. But Pope insists Geronimo prove 
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what he started out to prove. Pope asks Jews how it is possible for the 

Messiah to be living 1400, ·years (in Eden) • Jews counter with the ages of 

Adam, Enoch, Methusaleh, and others. .Pope says analogues are not answers. 

Astruc says that just as certain miraculous things about your Messiah are 

believed in, permit us to believe in ot~s. Pope is enraged. Jews say 

that Astruc•s statement is not theirs and plead with Pope for mercy. Astrua 

is excoriated by fellows ±'or losing their advantage .. -ooourred on Sabbath 

before Purim. 

Next morning ?qpe agreeably surprises Jews be being pleasant • 

Geronimo sets out to prove that the Messiah has been revealed--if the Jews 

admit he was born. Jews deny admi tti:ng Messj.ah was born, but say that the 

author o£ the statement possibly belie~ed so. Geronimo proves on the basis 

oi' Ta:r'gwn t:ranslat ion of Isa:l.ah 66:7 that Messiah has appeared, but the 

delegates say that the Targum is not properly interpreted by the author 

.... , who bas~s his belief. upon the 1fargumic statement. (S~uel is supposed to 
/ 

be the author.) ~he ,Jews state belief; 'flhen someone will collect the 

Jews, build the Temple, and all the z:~ations will come up to the mountain 

of the Lord and oall unto the Lord, that one will be oalled the Messiah. 

Jews refer to Targum statement Cll:tOted by Geronimo which says that Temple 

will be built in time of Mess:i.ah. So they ask where is the Temple that 

was supposed to be built in Jesus' time. Geronimo is stumped, and the 

disputation is adjourned until 15th of February. 

Upon resumption Pope insists that Jews have deceived the 

audience by saying tbat Aol~ has a double tense (future and past); Jesus 

was born 3671 and Temple was destroyed 3828--id est--Jesus born 150 years 

previous. (N~laq has only one tense--was born--past.) ~n Vidal said that 

a Talmudist cam10t oha.nge the simple--:e.ashat,--meaning of the text; and the 
~-----_) 

verses mentioned have nothing to do with the Saviour. Geronimo now tries 

' ! 
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to prove his point from Scriptures--Genesis 49 :10--the sceptre will not 

depart from Judah--and the Jews do not have rulers now so that implies 

that the Messiah has already come. Targum translates last part of verse, 

until the Messiah wi 11 come. Jews quote Ibn Ezra with reference to the 

Genesis verse: word "departu means a ruler will not be absent pe1wanently. 

And when the Messiah comes the sceptre will return permanently--this the 

Jews p:t•ove by reference to the J~unctua.tion markS.. Geronimo says Torah not 

given with punctuation marks,. ]On Vidal accuses him of acc~pting things 

that are suitable only for his argument and proceeds to strengthen his own 

argument by interpreting Gen .. 28 :16--I will not leave you until I aocompllsh 

--meaning that God will not J.aave the Jews permanently. Geronimo answel"S 

with a statement o:f Moses the Preacher quoted by :S.ashi that the staff' of 

Juclah refers to the Sanhedrin.. The Jews reject the statement because Moses 

was a Sermonist and not a Talmudist. 

End o:f~ written report. Narrator heard that the Jews were dis

missed with great honor. 

NAR1JAT IVEl XLI 

In the time of Pope Marco J.l'lo:r.entine :&'ra Pedro an apostate 

Jew askS him if a sensible aud holy man should love one who hates and is 

he, ted by God,. In the ensuing discussion it develops that Pedro implies 

that the Pope loves the Jews, because he allows them to live and prosper 

in the land.. The Pope indicates tbs.t .Jews should be lauded because, de

spite suffering of exile, they persist in their faith to G·od; furthermore, 

they are in turn loved by God because their enemies' plots are frustrated. 

Pedro say that enemies were not successful because they heeded the words 

of the Saviour who forbade harm to the Jews. Pope asks abou.t time before 

the birth of Christ and places where he is unlmown; where Jews have been 
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dispersed. And in these places the Jews persisted despite plots--he 

mentions the Haman story. .'E'edro says that Haman was frustrated because 

of his amour. Pope scolds Pedro. Peo.ro admits that the Jews c~mnot be 

annihilated because of God's promise. Yet God will. trouble them because 

:-· He hates them. Pope says that these visitations are no proof of divine 

hatred. Nature is composed of the four simple elements and there is con-

stand struggle for supremacy a:nd assimilation among them--similarly with 

nations--thus the Pope indicates a natural basis for the difficulties of 

the Jews. .Pedro queries: difficulties due to sin. .Pope admits that both 

are causes--but suffering is expiated for sin which promises future peace. 

Pedro does not understand why Pope tolerates Jews who curse and revile 

Ohristian in their adages and sayings--Jar. 50:12, "Your mother shall be 

sore ashamed, she that bore you shall be 0oni'ounded •••• " Also 11The best 

among the Goyim deserves to be slain. 11 Pope invites two Jewish emissaries 

who h8,d just arrived to interpret the Jeremiah passage, since he had never 

heard it interpreted., Jews were Don S.smuel A.brabalia and Sholoma Ha Levi. 

JJon Shaloma says with refe1•ence to 11 the best among Goyim •• ••" that H is 

not a command but a statement of the principle current among Gentiles to I , 

execute justice 1:~,pon ·the murderer while according to some Jewish authori ... 

ties murderers should not be punished., because the slayer is merely an in-

strument • Pope says tha.t murderer as an instrument is a fallacious argu-

inent Which could never save a murderer at a trial. Sholoma says that being 

freed by an earthly court is merely a postponement of divine justice. Pope 

says that earthly courts are necessary because they instil fear into the 

people. Pedro guotes the next part of the saying which is nthe best of 

the butchers is a partner of Amalekn,. 1'he parallelism would point to the 

fact that the firsG part of the verse has a deprecating implication with 

reference to Christians. Ra Levi refutes by interpreting H as meaning 

----------------------·-
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that a butcher mus~ be as cruel a.s Amalek was to the Jews in order to slay 

animals. Referring to the next :part, "The best of the doctors to Gehirmomu, 

Ha Levi inte1:prets it as meaning to caution physicians in their prescrip-

tiona. Pope wishes interpretation of' the Jeremiah passage. Sholorrasays 

it means tl~t even the ri~flteous among the Goyim have a share in the next 

world-~as stated by Maimonides. Also quotes the scholar who presented ar-

guments before the King o£ the Kha.zars--no one is denied reward :f'or their 

good deeds. {Pedro continues attack on Jews, but Pope says th'e fact of 

Jews being pe:r•secuted is no proof' of divine hatred, because God chose for 
I 

sacrifices only such animals that are pursuedt doves, pigeons, etc. and 

not eagles or hawll::s.) Ped.ro demands that books in which quoted. verses are 

printed be burnt" .Pope cloes not consent--d.rar.'latically shows its impossib-

ility. Pedro leaves. Pope pleads with Jews that they should seek the good 

will oi' the nations---uses illustration of the bencdn.g reed which survives 

the storm (used in an.othE~r narrative) • Pope says he wUl gran'G their sup-

eriority, i:f' it can be evidenced. Sholoma says Jaws are not superior--but 

are in exile i'rom Palestine just as Adam was from .clden.. Pope quotes · 

Arabs and say that Talmudists flattered Jews by calling them !f!Q.m.. Ac

cuses Jews of' being stubborn, triclcy, killed .:i~echc"triah in the Temple, which 

is a b.avan, and pleads with them to be hwnble, for he is powerless to pro-

teet them from the mob. He shows by illustration that Jews are enfeebled. 

Pope aslts Jews why they weep:--.... because it is a relief. Jews say that their 

own kind--Pedro--betrays them. Pedro reappears and warns them to accept 

Christianity. Jews prefer Hell to oonwanionship of Pedro in Heaven. Pedo 

is angered and Pope tells him such is his reward for unsolicited advice. 

Pope questions Pedro as to meaning of the Jewish statenKmt: Only Jews are 

Adom. .l.?adro says that it is but one of' the many irrational things 
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characteristic of the Talmudists. E:x:arnples: ~he lighting o£ a candle 

by the dead so that the soul if it wishes may find its way to return; 

tearing grass and throwing ashes on the head so that the angel of death 

will be driven away; dead can hear until buried; and the stor.y about 

Jonathan who by his intensive studies created such a hot atmosphere that 

flying birds were burnt. Refutations or Jewish interpretations follow: 

An eaf'ly custom based on magic--it was believe that corpse's enemy could 

torture him by puttix~ a candle on the floor of his house, so candles were 

not lit. The second custom was performed to comfort the mourners, be

cause the grass is the symbol of the resurrection and also a symbol of 

man •s fl'ail ty and ephemera.li ty.. As to the third, 'Ghe soul does ascend to 

heaven until the body is buried-... henoe the soul is s·t;ill living 1mtil the 

bocly is buried., For the fourth, burnt birds symbolize wrong ideas which 

are crushed by his scholarship. Pope cotnmends the Jews. Accuses Pedro of 

being at hea:rt a Jew, and would burn him if he were not protected by his 

priesthood,. Dismissed by Pope forever. (Now Pope q_uestions messengers as 

to their mission.) They tell hirn that the judges have ruled that interest 

be returned--to do this Jews would be f'oroeo. to sell their children. Pope 

compromises--approximately half is to be paid; but Pope is d012.btful about 

the truthfulness o£ their oaths with respect to Ume. Messengers ask 

second request: synagogue and church next to each other, the synagogue was 

the older building. '.rhe q_ueen was amused at their proximity· and was in

i'Ol'med that they had remained peaceful neighbors for years. But now the 

judge wants the synagogue to be :razed. ?ope concurs with judge because 

Jews slander Jesus.. Jews say that if queen so wishes it they will raze it • 

Pope angered and. orders that synagogue be torn down and interest be :repaid• 

(Both requests denied). 

Solomon arlvises tha·b messenge:r.s should be cautious in speech 
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and recognize that they are speaking to non-.-J'ewish officials. Verga be-

moans the lack of wise Jewish leadership, since the true leader has for-

salcen the Jews. If Jews treated their own judges and scholars in a bet-

ter fashion, they would be much better prepareu.. to meet with officials 

in the outside world. One aots according to his home l~bits. It is worth• 

while to ch'J,il1 practice righ·ceousness and care in speech so tha:t one is 

prepared for times of necessity. ThiS is tl1e meaning of the saying: Act 

as a man where there are no men.. Jews should pray £or God's guidance--

especially with messengevs. Refers to prayer in Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur liturgy, ttBe with the mouths of the messengers of Your people"• 

NARRATIVE XLII 

I ~ Narrative deals with Exilarchate and causes for its discontin-
! 
\ \ uance. (To indicate past glory o:t' Israel.) Found in responsa of the early 

\ Gaonim, When an oxilareh was to be oro).ained all the offioials of the Jaw• 

ish oommunities and the head.s of the J~oademies would gather at Babylon. 

The two Gaonim of l~badetha and Sura would sit on the left and right of 

the exilarch., Advise would be pro:ferred by t.he Gaon of Sura to the erl-

larch with respect to haughtiness--a servant and not a ruler oi' the people. 

On Thursday they would assemble at t.he synagogue, where Semioh.a was given 

by the heads of the academies. The shofar was blown, and he was blessed 

and greeted with erpressions for long life. Then he was escorted home, 

exhorted to deal righteously, and gifts were sent to him. On Saturday the 

exilarch prepared a feast for officials; a special place was built for him 

in t.h.e synagogue. On Saturday he was escorted to the Synagogue in the 

morning, he preoeding. The service was read responsively by the chazan 

and the gaonim. The ceremony was 1)er:£ormed before ·~he reading of the 

Torah around the platform of the exilarch. He delivered the sermon. At 
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the Kaddish a special insertion was recited concerning the li:l:'e of the 

exilarch. He prays for all the different groups, for the government, 

and tor the salvationof Israel., The last is said silently so as not to 

indicate that sal'vation depends on the overthrow of the government.. After 

the services a feast is held at the home of the exilarch, and there is a 

special insertion in the grace after meals. The exilarch does not leave 

his home axce:r;rt to appear before the ld:ng, whom he would visit with great 

pomp. After an elaborate oeremony he is seated in the presence of the 

lting, and after a period of silence the business is. attenu.ed to • 

.DL1.e to the envy of the .Babylonians and princes, who plotted 

and killed an exilaroh, the Jews decided to abolish the exilarchate whioh 

was o£ the house of !avid., Certificates were given to descendants to sig

nify their descent from the House of David; but they had no official au

thority. 

NARRA'J~IVE XLIII 

In June 1321 a great plague swept the land. The Christians 

accused the Jews of conniving with lepers who cas~ poison they received 

:Crom ·the Jews into the water. The king without any investigation impris

oned the Jews fo:r nine months. He realized his foolishness, and claimed 

that he imprisoned them so that they would convert, Despite the rack 

and death by fire, they refused. Fifteen thousand innocents perished. 

NARRATIVE :ztiV 

In Spain the confessor to the queen influences her to beseech 

the king to forae the Jews to conver·eon penalty o:e death. The lting decrees 

conversion or ex;pulsion. 'l!he Jews appeal to their friend a noble at the 

oom~t. This prince plays upon the queen 1s love for money. Martin de 

Lucena the apostate also aids. The confessor is accused of courting the 
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g_ueen and is hanged. The custom in Spain was to nullify a decree when the 

ins-tigator is killed. There is more than one version of this incident. 

NARRA'riVE XLV 

In 1393 there took place the destruction o£ the community in 

Barcelona, most of Gerona, and Oatalo11ia. The cause is unknown. 

NA:.RRA'.l:IVE XL VI 
f :r ~ "')··{;_(l~jr·'l In 1412 there was great sorrow in Israel. A £a!0~.:.:~o~~"·pope was 

l r)~-~~:~--~~>-whom the)lye__en ~-~---~~~in was devoted. 16 ,ooo were convert~'(fand 
/t[ many died rather than convert. (l~>-i~-z.: .. ((,-;>· :: t!~ .. -- (.-(. 
R l· 

f 
<,,·:. ---t;-/p··F''· 

'\ 

NARRAI'IVE :xLVII 

In 1391 in Spain Jews were converted and some were burnt. All 

Jews in. Spain lived. in constant :t'ee,r. The remnant oi' Israel was in d.?-riger 

of complete destruction • 

NARRATIVE XLVIII 

f Sham '.I!Ob be Shem Tob 's letter 37 is tlle source of the account. 

l ' In the days of King Enrioo-... 1390--Jews suffered intensely._ Great communi-
,' r:v-r ' ·ties like Sev:l.lle were completely converted. ~ehe account is so horrible 

that the narrator is forced to omit the greater portion of it. 

NARRATIVE XLIX 

King Juan son of Enrico issued edicts against those Jews who 

rema.ined after the per.s·eoutions. The disabilities were: ( 1) no public 

business, (2) no merchandising of food to Christians--they feared poison, 

(3) not permitted to be blood-letters or doctors except to the king, (4) 

not allowed to purchase land, (5) muat wear Jewish badge on penalty of 

death. Many other deorees were issued, all with the intent oi: crushing 
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Judaism. ~aken from above source. Narrator asserts that the nmnerous 

hardships of Israel are impossible o£ enmneration and repetition. Jews 

of Germany he.ve written a voltune of their woes. God is just • We have 

rebelled, and when our sins are e:z;piated then we shall be released i'rom 
-/ . 

our burdens. 

NARBA~IVB L 

.· "-'· 
Solomon b. Verga said he l~d intended to write about the ex-

.. pulsions £rom Castille and .l?o1•tugal and o:t' the decrees o:f' li'ra Vincent, but 

Judah Ab:l:'avanel had. already written them in his oorrunentary. He will tell 

of a few incidents that were omitted. The exHes from Castille were robbed, 

-c sold by shipmasters into slavery, many on the pretence that they were 111 

were oast into the sea--so that the shipmaster could taJce their valuables; 

those who tra\Eilled by land were oppressed by plagues and blows • ., •• Toledo's 

plight was palliated by Samuel the Prince, a relative o:r the vergas, and 

of the house of' L\9.vid--discussed in Solomon's '1Rod of' His W:l:'ath"• In 

Toledo there was Samuel be Shushan who yearly supplied the oil for the 

academies in Egypt and Jerusalem. 

NA.RRA~IVE LI 

Joseph inserts an excerpt from Isaac Abravanel •s coron:entary 

on Kings pertaining to the expulsion from Castille. The year is 1492. 

After the King of Spain had captured Gra11ada, baptism or expulsion was de-

oreed within a period of three months. Abravanel was at the court at the 

time and pleaded t.b.:r·ee times with the ldng, and had co·nrtiers intercede, 

but the king was adamant and was abetted by the queen, The decree was 

pronounced and great suffering ensued, 300,000 being exiled, Every type 

of misfortune was visited upon the i'ugi'tf:t:ves. · 
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NARIUI. n VE LII 

This tale is attributed to some old f'ollrs who came from Spain. 

A pestilent-laden ship bearing fugitive Jews when nearing an unihabited 

spot cast the Jews ashore. Much misery arose and the survivors decided to 
. . J· 

walk to a place where the people dwelt.. Among the survivors was a Jewish 

family. The mother, two sons died, but the father would not permit these 

ove:rwh:elming calamities to destroy his i'a:tth, even though all heaven con-

spired aga:i.nst him. After covering his dead with earth and grass, he 

caught ~ with the others. 

NARRA!XI VE LII I 

Oalamaties befell those who fled to Fez, especially hru1ger. 

They were not allowed to enter the city since they would cause an advance 

in the price of foods. They made tents in the fields, and even grass failed 

them as food because there was a drought--many died in the fields--there 

was no strength in the survivors to bury them. On the Sabbath they· would 

graze with their mouths so as not to violate the Sabbath. An Arab raped 

a Jewess in her parents' presence. He returned later and killed her because 

she might bear a child who bould become a Jew. A mother killed her sta.rv-

ing son and then herself. 

N.ARRA/riVE LIV 

After the famine was over in Fez the king order all Jewish 

children returned to their parents who had sold them to procure food. 

J.iiARRATIVE LV 

Anchored near Fez was a ship whose captain enticed 150 Jewish 

lads who were hungry u,pon his ship·. Then he set sail arul either sold them 

or gave them away as presents. Their distressed mothers hurled theuselves 
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~ into the sea. 

NAREUI.TIVE LVI 

Refugees from Spain emaciated by hunger and pestilence oame to 

Italy, where a famine raged. They came to Genoa where many Jewish lads 

converted themselves to get bread. The Christians walked the streets with 

bread in one hand and the cross of Jesus in the other. Thus many were con-

verted. 

NARRA.TIVE LVI! 

JJriven by famine many Jews left Genoa f'or Rome. The selfish 

Jews of Rome bribed the .Pope to refuse them admittance. The Pope was aston

ished at their cruelty and proceeded. to expel them. A further bribe stayed 

the decree and the poor refugees were admitted. 

NARRA'UV'E LVIII 

The captain of a ship bearing Spanish refugees decided to kill 

them to obtain their possessions.. Disputation--a merchant and the captain 

discuss the reason--the captain claims he is doing it to averlge the blood 

of Jesus. ':Che merchant replies Jesus has already forgiven the shedding of 

his blood in order to save humankind, and advises the captain to place the 

refugees upon a deserted island. Naketl and hungry they were cast upon the 

island. They moved about only at night because of' their shame. After 

three days some climb a oli:f'f in order to find a habitation and meet with 

lions who devour one-~·the rest jump off the cliff. Those who :remained be

low ran into the sea to protect themselves. After five days of this hor

rible life a bpat spied them. The captain reso.uad them, gave them food, 

clothing, and passage to a Jewish corrum:mi ty. The Jews ex.pec.ted to be held 

:eor ransom but the captain merely wanted the expenses incurred. The Jews 
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were g:t•ateful ano. prayed f'or him throughout their lives., 

NARRA/.L'IVE LI.X 

~he worst phase of the Lisbon episode was the d.eportation of 

Jewish boys to the Lost Islands. One woman threw herself in front of the 

king hoping that the youngest of her seven sons would be spared; but to no 

avail. Of., Hannah and her 7 sons in ·the Maccabean tales. Possible cause 

for these horrors was the fact that Spanish refugees failed to pay the 

promised sum to the king for permission to enter. Maey o:f' the boys. died 

because of ch~~e in diet and climate; one boy unkltowingly married his 

sister; another returned to the mainland and married his mother. 

NAHRATIVE LX 

Narrator away from Lisbon at the time o:f' the massacres. He 

met with several versions on his return--all agreed as to its gruesomeness. 

He retells the account of an old man: On Passover eve some Marranos were 

discovered at Seder and imprisoned. Hunger and drought was in the land--

the people blamed it upon the Jews., The priests--predicatores--preaah 

against Jews and make a device, a hollow cross with a glass front and with\"' 

in it a candle--to tell :people that fire would come forth from it. The 

people regard it as a mi:r.~ole. Innocently a l!itarrano suggests that a. mi:r.-

acle of water would be more appropriate--this is regarded as scoffing and 

the mob lcills him. His brother is also ldlled and the priests incite the 
,. 

mob to kill Jews, promising the murderers a reward in the next world. 

3,000 are Jdlled and their corpses burnt. Pregnant women are hurled out 

of windows upon spears. others say the Christians were infuriated because 
&(''· 

ot Mascrinias,· a Jewish tax farmer, who was haughty and severe. As soon 

as the mob £ou.nd him the massacre ceased--proof. The . judges and leaders 
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o£ Lisbon were helpless against the mob--they had to save themselves. 

'l!ha ldng was absent during the massacre and was angry on his return. He 

in"testigated the matter and wanted to raze the church of the priests who 

incited the mob. He also wished to punished the people, but he was re-

strained by his advisers who quoted an old law-a-a mob of 50 cam10t be 

killed except those who were the actual crimirmls. Nevertheless he had 

the priests burnt. Libson, the faithful city, was called for three years 

the rebellious city. 

NARRATIVE L.XI 

Heard~~~~:~~(;;t;;:o/ Jews were 
\.~/ ' ,· 

accused of the a.eath of' a Christ-

ian lad found i11 a Jewish home with his heart torn out. Tl:ley were accused 

o£ taking it £or ritual purposes. DOn Solomon Ha Levi--a Oabbalist--put ws 

God's name und.er the tongue of the boy, who revives and names the Christ-

ian murderer who had talre:n out his heart.. This is not a written stor;>r but 

hearsay .. 

NAHRA.TIVE !,XII 

In Seville where Judah ibn Verga lived the inha:bi ta:nts told 

the Inquisitors that he could inform them about the l.VI.arra.nos who still praa ... 

tioed Judaism. However he had anticipated the Inquisitors and through the 

symbolism of doves warned the Mal'ranoes., His warning was unheeded and many 

were burnt., He fled to Lisbon, was captured and tortured unUl he died; 

y·et he did not inform. 

N.ARRA'"i'IVE LXIII 

Solomon ibn Verga spea..'k:s: Why are not other nations punished 

who are worse than the Jews? Answer is in one verse (Amos 3:2), "Only 

you have I known .. eu Seven additional reasons: (ll the sins of our 
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l" 
' 
-~ ' e.noestors; {2) hatred o£ l'eligion and desire of ruler to malt:e all subjects 

.. 
..... 

practice one religion--brings in the exclusiveness of ·Jews as re:l.'leoted 

in their absta:i.ning from eating and drinking with Christians; (3) killing. 

o£ Jesus; (4) three powerful jealousies: religion, women, money. All can 

>: .. ; . be applied to the relationship existing between Jews and non-Jews--quotes 

l' ~~ If'" . 'f/''0 ""~~pJ Mey-er of Cosey; (5) false swearing; (6) arrogance and haughtiness--pre-
............. t'liliMit~ 

'_: . .f_ •. ~.-.~~.-_:'_·~\(:_·_"·.···.. tentions to power--illustrated by fight in synagogue with £ire-brands over 

. ~ priority of seating; (7) missing. Solomon e~plains that he will present 
' ~\ t:. ;ry E~~J ~~<;\ '{ ~ 

.• • ··.·..-~ I<I·V/1 hn LXIV a more pleasant picture--that o£ the ~J:.lemple .. 

· ·~rr~ ;[(' / <J' 
!Li';~-'··, ''"; ...... , , .. .., ' _ • ~·-~~ , .. '-'~ 'ir ~ _f 

( ' \ l "'')'() Q 
NARRATIVE LiilV 

':\t{~·b l',ll,) ~ ' Lotter of king to versoriuso Pleads for his return. King 

wants t0 know about certain :practices of th~ Jews; whether they pray f'or 

•\ 

,. 

··} 

the downfall of' the kingdom; is the blowing of the Shofar symbolic of the 

kingdom's downfall? :King has heard that 'Versorius has a letter o:i' Titus• 

desoribing the Jerusalem ~ample. King would lilce to build a temple of 

similar nature to Jesus. 'Versorius answers that he left the court because· 

the younger people tried to rule and the king did not stop them. With re£-

erenoe to the question about the prayers of the Jews, the Jews are com-

rnanded to destroy Amalek and never to forget· Amalelc's arrogance in attack-

ing refugee Jews .from Egypt. With reference to his kingdom, the Jews pray 

i'or its welfare three times weeldy, and especially on the Eve of Atonement. 

Is it possible tha·t they have contradictory- prayers? With reference to 

the blowing of the ,Sho:f'ar, it is a symbol of the day of Judgment and com ... 

mernorates the Exodus. Warns king that he who attempts to destroy the Jew 

is himself destroy-ad. He laud's king's proposed idea of conversion, but 

states that the converted ones are more faithful to their original religion 

after they are converted. Tells of a Marrano who in church would bemoan 
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and berate himself tor those who believed in the wafer (body of Jesus). 

Another illustration of the adherence of Marranos to Judaism: no smoke 

comes forth from their chimneys on Saturdays, even on coldest days. Story 

o£ N.!a.rrano who used to eat matzoth all ;)~"ear so he could eat them on Pas ... 

sover. Go out into the fields to blow the Shofar.. Have a secret Shochet 

and Mohel. Some even do own circumcising because they cannot trust others. 

They oal'ry the Torah .concealed in a. bag of' peppers. Baptism cannot change 

their fai'th--Judaism is a. disease v1hioh has no cure. VeBorius advises 

against imitating Solomon in building Templet because Solomon, wise as he 

was, could not build it without the help of God. However Versorius sends 

on the translation of Marcus the Oonsul describing the Temple buildings. 

(It was composed because the Romans wished to build a similar one.) Con-

tents of letter: Marcus being a non-Jew was not permitted to enter the 

Temple beyond the outer court; so his descriptions are based on the de-

scriptions of the priests. Ten sections in the description of the Temple: 

(l) materials, (2') location, (3) builders, (4) ezpenses--costs, (5) dimen,.., 

sions, 6) various divisions of the Temple, (7·) entrances of the Temple, 

( 8·) vessels of the 1-Cemple, (9) the perso1mel, 10) the service--eve o£ 

Passover, the paschal lamb; and the service of the high priest in the Holy 

o£ Holies on Atonement day. 

The paschal sacrifice; On the 1st of Nisan the king sends 

messengers to all in the environs o£ Jerusalem that they must all bring 

their cattle into Jerusalem so that all the pilgrims (who come three times 

yearly: .Pesach, Shavuous, Suoooth) will have sufficient oe,ttle for their 

sacrifices and for food. Those who did not arrive at a specified time 

would have his possessions confiscated. On the lOth day the pilgrims would 

buy their animals which were to be sacrificed on the 14th. No laws of 
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priority are in effect during the day of sacrifice. People would be in 

festive attire. Levites warn the crowd to prevent crushing. Gates were 

closed when sufficient numbers had entered.. Rows of priests would perform 

the slaughtering and pass on the blood towards the altar with great speed, 

accelerated by thirty days • practice. All this would be accompanied by 

psalms and music rendered by the priests. Priests would be garbed in red 

so that blood stains would not be noticed. 

'!?ample service on iJay of Atonement: 7 days previous seats were 

prepared at the home of the high priest for the Nasi, the Ab Beth Din, the 

High Priest, the assistant priest, the king, and 70 chairs for the San-

hedrin. ~'he oldest priest would impress upon the officiating priest the 

seriousness of his 1;aslt because all Israel depended upon him. King also 

admonishes him. Priest conducted to his special chamber by a large pro-

. cession or priests, :r•oyalty and laymen.. Prayers at various stages of the 

procession. (The volume of l:fOUJ:ld when 11Ament' was uttered was sufficient 

to fell birds.) A greater procession after the service. Great crowd would 

pl~event priest from reaching home; insisted upon kissing his hand., until 

midnight. Day after atonement, feast given by him celebrating his success-

ful emergence i'rom the Holy o£ Holies. He woulcl order the following docu-

ment to be inscribed: I ..... the high priest,. son o:f .. ,.. ••• the high priest, 

have served in the Temple in •••••• ~year. .May God grant that my children 

serve Rim after me. 

Af'ter reading translation king says Jews deserve to be punished 

for their sins; and also they deserve glory because these things existed 

among them. 

Solomon Verga says .that comn1mli ties of' Spain had sent him to 

ool;J.ect ransom :l.'o:r.• the capUves of Malaga; and there in the court of the 
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king the gentiles wanted to offer up a paschal sacrifice and actually 

made an altar and went through the service with priests, silv-erware and 

singers, King said that the Jews who have seen these things ano. have 

lost them, their death is better than their lives. With reference to 

the service of Atonement and the paschal sacrifice R,. Don Manuel has writ-

ten about them in his book "Reasons for the Oommandments 11 , and Solomon 

quotes him in his book, 11Shebet Evrathott .. 

,, . 

PAGE 108 

ldsputation between Alfonso of Portugal and Joseph ibn Jachya. 

King asks him concerning minor questions--he will ask him more difficult 

questions after the holidays. Reprimands Joseph for not warning his peopa 

from stealing :from the nations as evidenced by their clothes and the 

womenws :finery. Jews have been warned by the Torah not to ~al, illustra-

·ted by the disposal of the insides of sacrifices--birds' insides must be 

.... entirely dispensed with. In answer ·to the ldng's query relative to the 

disposal of the entire bird, he was told that stolen :J:'ood consumed by the 

i 
I, 

bird has already been converted in the body. King cites laws of Augustus 

Caesar--no married man is to war silk and no woman two years after marriage 

is to wear ornaments--otherwise, implication of theft. Any man who it 

appears has stolen from someone else shall be exiled for 3 y·ears., King 

warns Joseph that murder and plunder will be the undoing of. the Jews. 

,. Proceeds to questions: (1) Characte~istics which Jesus holds 

in common with God are resurrection and the maintenance of life; therefore 

he must be God or part o:t' Him. An apostate Jew had told the king that the 

seoond blessing of the Amida, Gavurost in which God is referred to as giv-

ing life anc1. resurrecting life has a reference to J'esus.. Jesus has re-

stored a person to life, caused rain to fall for the thirsty and bread from 
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the heavens for the hungry; therefore Jews must believe in him. Answer: 

But Elijah and Elisha also revived the aead. Would the Christians add a 

4th and 5th to the Trinit.y? In Talmud there are many stories of Jews who 

caused rain to fall--and even Christian inhabitants of ~aledo have often 

asked Jews to pray for· rain. Employer feeds his help by the produce of 

the fig tree to which he prayed. King says if not a God, then you must 

believe that Jesus is a prophet because of his miracles. Jachya. said 

Moses was not accepted as a prophet until he split the Red Sea. Jesus 

will be accepted also if he splits .the sea and liberates the Jews. King 

says a.ctoording to what Jews did to Jesus he would split the sea to cast 

them into it. Vlith reference to the prayer it is about God, and the apos .. 

tate explained :l.t erroneously •. Prayer was first recited by Isaac When 

saved from the altar. (2) Have you logical proof that Torah is eternal, 

and that as a consequence no new religion could arise afterwards? Reply: 

If' old. testament is complete, it would be unfair of God to deprive the. 

later generations; and if the new testament is more complete then why did 

God be unjust to the earlier generations? But if both are e~ual, then the 

last one is superfluous. King says that conditions have changed; there

fore the details o:t the Law had to be changed; not responsible for laws 

that originated among the Egyptian refugees such as phylacteries and obser

vance of Succoth. Joseph counters by saying that Christians should ob

serve all laws that originated afterwards, independent of the Egyptian ref

ugees; also they should have substitute laws for the original ones. Cures 

o:f the body navel' change--so cures of the soul never change. King does 

not admit latter argument because physical cures have natural bases but 

religion depends upon the will. {3) Are prayers by Christians heard by God? 

To Joseph's affirmative king says the 'l1almud contradicts your answer: In 
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times of drought one should pray tor rain at the cemetery--but not at the 

'_ ...... graves of non-Jews, because :i.i' they have not saved themselves, how can 

.::: . .-:· they help others? Reply: Because oi' Christian hatred they do not pray for 

us. (However in Ra.shi to the 1i'almud the king 's words were substantiated, 

and he vtas angered.) (4) contradiction in Job 25:3 and J.laniel 7:-10. Job 

says God's legions are imlimited11 and Daniel says they are numbered. Rabbis 

say that af'ter the exile the number of' angels was diminished. If angels 

are eternal, how can the numbers be lessened? Reply: It is a limitation 

in our ool1,cepts due to the exile. (5') If magic and sorcery have no sub ... 

stance, Why are its .P.evotees punished? Heply: Becc:mse it results in for-

saking God. 

l?A.GE 110 - A MANUSORIPr FHOM FEZ 

Tells that the exiles from Spain unable to bear up under the 

trials of' the journey returned to Spain; some stopped where they were. In 

a grou,p of exiles which had reached Fez there were 200 women, some were 

alili.Rno.~. (Yihose .. husbands' whereabouts we:re unlmown or deserted without divorce), 

and some where qualified for Levi:rite marriage. ~hese women built a house 

in Saleh and worlced, eating only bread and water and donating the rest of 

their ino.ome for students. 
f.."' . r...,, '·'· 

.r:: ... A. ;.t . tt, -l~ 
~> ; I -::: ;!' <) .~ 
'C,tJt;ir'1!''>.fl'\ ~~!!!:. .. :~ .. A libel similar to those of which father Solomon wrote oocur:red. 

1 1'1 Through torture Jews admit guilt and we:re hanged. Dr. Jacob Abiob was bur•nt. 

~/iwlt 

Joseph cautiously narrates the events that occur:red ilf.-Merw~r. .• ...., 

After execution the missing Christian appea:rs and the accusation is exposed. 

Sultan Solomon orders investigation and punishment of accusers. Dr. Moses 

,. i.'"o.r 1· a.tnon dsks his life to plead with king tha.t blood-accusations should be 

~111.. rv~\fv\4'• ·,rl.ad by ldng alone. Similarly in Tokat a libel was exposed, 

\ ~ ,, 

\ 
I 
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' ': "'j{.r-",;1 '\ ;. . ·t() .if ./.1' / . .1! l/ltt~~~?t 't Continues with a digested :report of a miracle that ha.l?Pened ] I g' M··'<'h/l# 

• _-~f.~''"'" i~ Ngypto Ooourred in the days of Sultan~~~;;--;;;,:;;:-. vast OII\Pire, 

In his first year he returned to merchants money taken by his father. In 

the third year of his reign he appointed Aohmat as governor of Egypt,. Af• 

te:r a while Aobmat rebels and declares himself' king. Demands a great sum 

from the Jews--Purim the day of' the demand became a day of mourning. Plot 

agalnst Achmat 's li:f'e by his supposed followers. He was killed and the 

Jewish hostages released. 27th day of Adar called day of miracles. 

' /) ' -'y ··~~ • 0~7." --'f:,..r/i;':· .. tE '(i"·i;,t.tt, 

r;;., l(i So speaks the "PO:G::
1

:ursued" Joseph, Sovor{l da;{s after ···;; 

··,itt"'"'' , yhe publication of this little work I found in the possessiofl. of R. Shem 

~~ I 
u (::,_ Tob Sanzolo a manuscript of the evenj

1
s, .• ~~~i~g the 1dngs o~;do~. I have 

tJif/\fi~ested these inoidents consideref' ~~,-~~~;<history of the J~:~--porta!ning 
Also translated a Latin story because it contained customs ' to the Jews. 

worthy of' mention. 4647 M:oslems conquer Palestine--counter attack by t··-(: ... ; ,J') .l) 
~ ~}-~JJJ(- '_ h 

Christians but Saladin drives them out. 748-~~~~zor son of Saladin con-Jji.~·~:/ 

quered Jerusale~~ ··",.;1;~8 ~t~ _ _::i~_le~~n~!~~~~.~~~re. 130 Instigators j/ ~ 
'killed{Meshullam and Jacob of l?arpiganan diad,.. 132 Elziar captured R. \J~··£/;Af ""' 

/~~ :•/ ;(! 

Abraham ban .David. 133 Elziar exiled to oarcassone. 139 Pope has conclave •t.·'L-1., 
OY,.' 

of the bishops of France and Spain. Jews in trepidation. However Jews tJf;l.( 
We:t'e not endangered. 146 zerachya died. 152 ship sanlc--on board were .J'ft,_::t .. ):~., 

l.-~:.;;,, 
~,..,...,. .If 

135 Ruler of Rimon (Granada) dies. In Beaucaire many l,c, 1 
;It{} t- t..£:' 

Jews slaughtered. 127 Almamtuni:r, the Moslem, pillaged Castille, Toledo •. l':~-. ~-·· 

The Jews oi' Toledo fight against M.m. Eli •s son dies. 156 ruler of the ""· · ·• '' 

returns from siege 

·l · •. { .t ~ .· 

-·~ .·· .. (;. 

i 
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o£ Acoo. Alma.mtunir dies. Abraham bar £avid dies on a Friday. 165 Elcron-

itea rebel and kill 80 Jews. On a Sabbath, Ohristmas eve, King oi' Aragon 

retm•ns from Rome and Jews meet him with t.eorah. Maimonides dies in .ll~gypt, 

buried on the 25th. Egyptians and Jews mourned :for 3 days. Speaial mourn-

ing services in Alexandria,. Several years later his corpse was taken to 

Palestine. Legend: on the way robbe1•s wanted· to throw casket overboa:ttd 

but it was immovable,. Awed, the robbers accompany casket to burial plaaa. 

Supposed to be buried close to cave of Maoh:pelah. 169 some villians left 

·France and massacred 20,000 Christians and 200 Jews. 170 Aaron b. Meshul-

lam dies. 171 rabbis of ll'ranoe and England migrate to Jerusalem, about 300. 

Were well received by EmPeror. Build synagO£~es and schools. Jonathan Ha 

Oohen among the g1•oup. Miraclez rain came in response to their prayers. 

172 during Tishri Moslems capture Salvatierra. Jews leave for Toledo on 

eve of Atonement. Moslem invasions overcome by Christians but Jews are 

in trouble. 175 Assembly of bishops, priests and nobles in Montpellier 

before the cardinal.. Isaac Benveniste and two representatives o£ each om-

munity present. Louis of ]'ranee came~ Bardisch--walls were razed; Jews 

endangered--given protection by .M.ont~rat~y of Jews from all the 

area from Narbonne to Marseilles at St. Giles. Convoked by Isaac Benven-

iste before Nasi R. Levi to decide representatives to be sent to Rome where 

Pope is considering J'ewish measures at a pontifical gathering. 176 law 

of Jewish badge promulgated--and a special tax to be paid by each family 

head. Pope who spke against Jews died suddenly. 177 ·the wife of rvrontfrat 

decrees conversion and baptism tor all. Those 6 and under were to be given 

to priests to be baptised. But the children would not eat Christian food. 
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PAGE 114 

Only 157 however were converted. The rest preferred death. First of' Ab 

deo:r.ee to release them arrived (due to husband). That year Cardinal de

oreecl. that Jews must wear a circle on their outer garment.. .Annulled later. 

179. Some despicable individuals {Franciscans) of Anjou, Poitu and Bre

tagne conspire to convert Jews. But Jews adhere to their faith--over 3,000 

killed. 500 converted. .An apostate :f'rom Montpellier failing to convert 

Jews receives f'rom Pope order that Jews should wear badge on penalty of' 

death. Mordecai bar Joseph of Avig-Llon and R. Solomon of Sheila f'rom Tarra- · 

soon are sent to plead with king concerning the baclge and are successful 

in repealing order. Inc1uisi tors successfully accuse Jews of :Provence and 

extort money from ·them. Badge had to be worn in Marseilles, Agen and 

Avignon, Mordecai bar Joseph and R. Israel were imprisoned. Badge eta

scribed: yellow felt, l span in width~ and 4 fingers' circumference, black 

crescent in center. In Louirios a Christian woman was bemired and died. 

Jews accused, arrested and. tortured.. In the year that the king of France 

was captured and released by the Moslems he exiled all the Jews from his 

ldngdom. In the year 5,000 Shepherds led by Roviedo attempt to cross sea 

without a rudder. By leading the natiOl:lS astray through deception they 

ldlled many Jews. Ma:ny decrees against Jews in Bonola. That year an 

attack against community of Lasma.das--Jaws killed and despoils~ on the 

teas t day of Anjou. 

:PAGE 115 

The Jdng's dream and the test of the Jews' wisdom. In the 

3rd year of Alfonso oi' Spain he had a dream. Tells it to court: He was 

tenciillg his sheep when wolves apJ;ear and accuse sheep of sinning against 

them. 1J!he wolves demand that· shepherd. punish the sheep else they will do 
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so. Shepherd decides to abide by demands of the wolves. Meanwhile a 

young lion :Pleads for sheep. SometiHle later shepherd notes how wolves 

carry off sheep. oourt gives no satisfactory interpretation. Thomas 

volunteers. Refers to a class war in which king will side with nobles but 

king's son will side with commoners. King not quite satisfied and they 

continue disoussio11 in garden. Thomas explains that interpretations of' 

dreams indigenous to Jews. King summons t.he elder Benev iste--who explains 

that exile has deprived Jews of' their peouUar insight. King counters with 

Talmud which is a product of the .exile, but Beneviste explains it was due 

to closer proximity with reference to time and space. Exile with its bur-

dens prevents intensive thinking. Thomas agrees with Jews and gives as 

illustration the analogy that their former wisdom is similar to taking a 

light from the Torch (prophecy), and their present wisdom is like the feaie 

and aimless sparks that arise. from the striking of flint. Jews are like 

the burning torch Which is consumed while giving light to others-~exile 

will ul'timataly destroy. Thomas quotes an Arab tale of an experiment Which 

proved that the exile makes the ·heart smaller. timprisoned one lion and 

freed tlie other, operated on both ancl compared hearts, the imprisoned lion 

had smaller heart.) King surprised at the courage of Jews at the stake. 

Thomas explains it as an in4erited trait dating b~ok to Abraham's display 

o£ courage. King wonders why exile has not humbled Jews--they still per-

sist in wearing free man's clothing. Beneveniste replies that it is an 

attempt to overcome a sense of inferiority indulged in by women and youths,: 

but not by mature individuals. 

Mob rushes into king 1s garden and accuses Jews of throwing 

the contents of a pot upon a chalice borne in a processional. If true, 

king will exile Jews. Thomas calls attention of king to the fact that 

this incident is characteristic of' the dream. King's son intercedes :f'or 
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Jews, citing previous false accusations• Investigation proves that it 

was an accident performed by a Christian lad who kicked over a vessel of 

pure water. After this incident king asks cot1rt why Jews are hated by 

Christians. li' because of Ohrist why do Moslems likewise hate Jews? 

Thomas explains that Jews are hated because o£ their exclusiveness and 

persistence to Judaism; and troubles make them all the more adamant--just 

like the smith pours water upon the flames to make a hotter fire. Messen

gers report to court that repercussions of the Chalice incident were being 

etpressed. Jews outwit Christian pursuers and 10 pursuers were hanged, 

others imprisoned •. Dream completely ful:f"illed and inscribed in the 

Chronicles.. Which had a preface o:f.' 18 striking incidents. Discussion fol

lows concerning the stubborness of' Jews, and with reference to their wis

dom whi·oh is claimed to be cunning, three Jews--a tailor, weaver, and shoe

maJcer--are questioned. Questions: (l) nature of God (Joseph Ha Nasi); 

( 2) 500 year ,journey between earth and heaven; ( 3) Where does the sun 

get itslBat? (4) Why don't Jews eat fat and blood? (5) Why does one sleep 

sounder at night? (6) Is the soul immortal? King marvels at knowledge 

of ordinary Jews. 

PAGE 122 

Instructions relative to education of' the J.dng•s son, as reported in a 

conversation between king and Jewish tutor. Honesty, seriousness, absten

tion from drink, proper diet, early rising for prayer. King permits cor

rection 9f prince. Discussion concerni'ng habits and traits. 

PAGE 123 

King iDOn Enrioo has a discussion with Don Enrico Mendoza whom king 's father 

had exiled, because he had advised expulsion £or Jews. Discuss (1) unanimous 
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opinion among three faiths concerning creation; (2) Providence; (3) Does 

ProviCl.enoe extend over Jews after they have sinned'? King invites this 

hermit and ascetic to stay with him; Insultingly he refuses and meets 

the same :fate that he had meted out to two Jews. 

PAGE 124 

Letter of :Meshulla.m of Rome to the conununi ties in Papal dominions and 

Naples. Two SpaniSh messengers importune Pope to lead in general expul ... 

sion Of Jews,. Pope tlemurs. The oi':f:icial next suggests to ·t;he Pope that 

the cause :Cor expulsion is that_ Jews lead other astray. Discuss the idols 

of Christianity and the idols of Egypt. After vain arguing bishops and 

nobles resort to a false accusation against Jews--cross of silver stolen., 

Pope convinced--decrees are held in readiness--but the second official 

suddenly dies-~and a clerical gathering meets with disaster. ~hese deathS 

are interpreted by the J.>ope;as omens of disapproval. He investigates-... 

gives death ve1•dict to false accusers and decrees against Jews are not _pro .. 

claimed. Pope doubts that Jews killed Christ. 

PAGE 127 

Prayer found in f'irst edition. By Joseph b. Verga. A recitation o:f the 

dire af:fliotions that beset the Jews--their terrible lot--·and the fervent 

hope for immediate salvation. 
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