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@ma ar ﬁhﬁ most iﬂ%@”&ﬁﬁiﬁ@ hﬂ@k% im %hﬁ @ﬂ%iﬁ@ fle1d of
m&&w&a&iﬁ 1&&&@%@&@@ is the ﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁh,@“

‘%‘hm%“ﬁx@mmm&ﬁiﬁm&

» ﬁ%’ﬁ' ﬁiﬁh

_ﬁmfwilm be referred to, h@r@va , a8 the Hamburg

?ﬁ@ﬁﬂ&i@m (mw'ﬁ}a

A

@h@ a%%amﬁ recenslon, m@mﬁiﬁm@& im th@ ﬁﬁﬁjﬁﬁm’ E@@gﬁ is

a soparote manusoript whioh was in the ?ﬁ?&ﬂ%ﬁi posseglon of
Jellinik, Unfortunataly, he givaﬁ'ﬁa im&i@&%imn of wheve he '
found 1ﬁg Th%ﬂ ~yaosnsion-will-beveferred t@;wh@xﬁaftgvgfﬁ@**"”“""”ﬁ"i
the ﬁﬁl&&ﬂiﬁ'@ﬁﬁﬁmﬁiﬁn {or 7). o



The third veceuslon® in the Dgl Haliddps
losated by Jodlinik in the Parls Codex TL0. YMe plves no further

Ao oo pemusoript

informotion about the ooder as & whole op this mapusaript in
parbiouwline, The thind mesension will be reforeed to, Lwres
after, as the Popris recennion {or ¥},

&

The fourth pesensiony found in Beh Ay, will be referrad

Bot Ay veconsion {op BA).

oy horvealter, as the

ﬁﬁhmgmﬁ?‘piﬁﬁéﬁ the vecsunelonn of the Widraeh Bl &
in posteTelmadie tinme{eires BOU-L000 0.0.). He states that

e nidrash boloves %o a4 sesond atoge In the development of
Hohaloth 1iterature in which "the maploal econtents cosse o
paprogsent o peyebloal reallty and are gradusily slininoeteds
in thiz way the old tenbts are pradually replaved by & new
davoetionsl litersture, at onoe atllted and lyriesl, whioh oo
ploys the olemente of the origlonl FVerhabah m@a@%&ﬁ@mﬁﬂg
1% im Jellinik's oontention that soeme historicel froone-
work enn be given Lo the pesonsions by trealng thely dovelops
ment In forn snd style fvom the highly nmystlesl scatent,
raprasented o DA $0 M, which in lovgely neprative foll-logend,
Theas ehanges in emphasls cume aboul, ageopding to Jollindk,
ag the mideash was ubilised by later authors bo comlord thelip
payseouted and oppressed Jewieh somwmniiles by stressine the
Ieasl of martyrdon an one of the higheet ideals that could

ol %%%%iﬂﬁﬁw§

Ay would thue appeay bo be the oldest of the fowr,

It sonbaline neny nystlesd slements, moed rexinisoent of the

sbylistic olements found in the Hekhaloth litersiure which



would viase the pescnaton in the later Gaonis vevdod,

& and Py while eopbalining myatlieal olemente, inciude to
ar Aneprossliog degros, seotlons of parrabive Tollelogond,
shwosaing the ldoel of the maviypden of ten pebblis st the
havds of the Nomon soversumend

H, thevefora, seems to be the moeh rosent lon evdgin. 1%
sontaing virdually no mystlosl slemonts end this mideash s,
in the naln, narrative follelogond,

It 4o interestlng t0 note thet the celichs Hie Hebaneh,
wpdthen In the medioval perled end Inoorporated inte the High
Holpdsy 1iturgy Tor the Day of Atonement, appoors 0 bo vepy
glose in form snd in sontent 40 H whieh, as obtstad proviously,
ppeng 4o be the latest of the foue recensions. The spilohy
also enploys the naveative folli-leogend Torm, while onitting
the fov mystlosl clements still vemaining fa B, Thus Jellinik'e

thonie of the development of the Midvesh Dle Heber

B P

highly nystisal dosument 4o o fors levpoly narvative folle
degond in style, atressing the ideal of martywdonm, tends %o
b supparted

It 16 this suthor's pboervation thad the dating of thewe
veoonslons nay boe oven labor than that posed by Seholen {later
Oponie perlod). Aceepting Jollinik's theels thet the authors

of the Midrash Ele v whilised the stopy of the ton neriyre

o aonfort thely pepasguied nnd onpressed $@%§%§‘é5%%é§iggﬂﬁ&
ome would assune thet thle nidessh wes wedtten In 4 tlme in
whigh sovere persesution of Jows was alen the nori, in the
nedioval povried (1100 to 1200), Certain anti-Chelstlaon ovepe



bomoen whish will be further discussed laber would topd bo
pupport thie later deblng. |

In comparing the pemes OF thoe mrtyrs Listed in the foup
rogonaionn, thaopre %@@@&& %o be Inbernnl hiﬁﬁ@?i&&i is KT gl
pongies in the varilous groupines, sush a2 fhe Loet thot ponme
of the yabblis listed as belug slaln together are lmown not o
nare Lived ﬁﬁﬁ@%m@@?%ﬁﬁﬂ%%lyg These inbernal hiﬁﬁﬁ@iﬁﬁiiﬁiﬁw
syepeneles in the Listings gan be acoountoed for 17 one sboents
the sonteontlon that the eaphasis upon the desl of marbyrrdonm
oS mors im@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁu W the asubhora of the midrash thon the |
smphasls won hilstorlonl acoprooy. This thesis will be pbodisd
in velstion 4o o comparlgsen of the four recenslong,

Twe further problems present thenselves Por study in
ponpestlion with the Sople of historlonl acoursey. Tobh pemnld

from dilTerences Lebtveen the Widrosh I[do W nh AN asgented

rabbiniosl views,

Firgt, ail the verslong 4i00or banlonlly from bhe saviller
nesounte 0f the mortyidon doplng the pelgns of Haderlan and
Treaion given im'@h@ Toaloud and In the Midrseh, Thers the fen
mart e %ﬁ%&.fﬁ?~ﬁh@ Pirat time, plotursd os belng elaln on
the some day or within the sspe perded of time, The oldest
It inm

rapested, wlth silght varlations, in Hidvansh on 15

List of maviers iz found in la
4 &

In neliher gose 1o 1% mentloned that the martyre died on the
pang day or vithln the same porded of tine,
The seeond problem ls that sven thowgh mertyrdon in sireosed

throughout all Dour reoonsions, yet ancthoy element i found



whith seeng, on the surfooss, 0 Do o B puseling., The ten
mowbyrs are plotured as sxplsting by thelr deathe, the sin
of the sale of Joseph foho slavery by hin brothers, As
ﬁ@@amm‘m noinks ouly thils seems %o contpadlied the wbbinie
#iptunm thet o son showld not b punished Tor the slyn of his
fother and that excletion of the alne of others should not
oxtend beyond the third g fourdh semeration mentioned ixn the
Bllo,

Thene problemns, as well, will be pursucd In thls thenin,



&

CHAPTER 11 AN ANALESIS AND COMPARIUON OF THY FOUR
RECENSIONS OF THE WIDRASIN ELE mRmrmin

6 w3l e our alm in this gseotion of dhe thesis to 5&%&&? aed
andt bo gompare the four known yegensilons of the Midessh Hle

mentioned in the introduction, Our geal will be to

extraet inforpetion that will be of ues o otheps in the furthew
parsuld of thenmes atresned in thile nidresh.

I somparing the four rogensions, we will use H a8 oup
standard bevause, ne nentioned, 1%t sppesrs to be the lotest
in dating and the mort complete in form, Moreover; this pow
wamodon iz to be preferred for purposes ol coppavison botauso
of its legles) contlnuliy, ite sbralght narrative siyle, sed
Ity ebgence of Intrualve olemente. The $itles of the seotlong
te be dealt with will refer 4o M, Tfollowed by the pege losstion
in Qaar Mldrashim, (1) or (2}, indlssting the eolur

{B), or (0}, indivating whether the passazef{s) is located at

%g ﬁ@ﬁ €’g‘}?

the top, niddle or botton of the eclumn. Yoles peforring Lo
dor P In j; Migeashtn will Do handlied simliariy. Holepenves
W Bay In Bet Av, will be referred t0 as Delng located on a
sortain poge, left (L) or right (%), indloating the looation
of the passage(s) on that page, and (A}, (B}, or (0), indicate

ing the losabion of the pessoge(s) io ite column.

? OF, 215, JREES HAA0 A
Ao interesting parsble mppears at the beglonlag of H and
7,7 Mithough the two pavebles sre vimilar in form, there are

plgnifioant differences in thelr pointe of viow, Noenuse of



their sinilorities and beosuns of my deslrs to oonbrast thon

affaetively, the dwo vepalons are paproduced hove,

H

When the Holy One Blossed
Be He eveated the Lroei,
they peided thensolven on
thedr helrht and buoowmy
more and more houshty.

Aud whon the Holy One Dleg
ped BDe He opesbed Lpong
they hunbled themnolvon

and seld, "Wos fo e bow
sonee the Holy Cne Blope

god Te He hon ovestoed spmge

thing that will out ue,”
Thuw, ofter the dostruew
tion of the Tompleg the
ardstoorats of the panete
ation prided thonsslvos
amd sald, "What have we
puffared in thils, thad
the Tample has beon défe
troyed? Behold, thepe
are aononget up students
pf Topsh who will teach
gvaryone 1te loay ond Lis
gommonduonts "

Jomedintely, Uod »ud 1%

into the heoapt of Cossmapr
40 levrn the Lev of Honohewe,

J

When the Holy Ono Dlessed Pe
He oreated the treesy thay grew
mighty and bosoted o great deal
and wepre vory hopow. Then She
Holy One Blessed Do Me sronbed
irong they were worried and
thoy aaid, "Woe to un thet bthe
Holy Coe Blessed Be We hop
aveatod L at will sud ue,®
[They aloo waid, "If wood vers
not glven Lo Iron for uge A5 &
hondie, 1% wonld not be abide to
oub us,']  And thuas, lowvsel,
had Tarsel not dauehd Cacsar
Towal, they would aob have

gaoms Lo puch a fate.

The versiong of the parables sre sinller in that the

trens ab first arvogontly bossh of thelr helght and then ewprons
2 t?;g

thely fsar of frow as the destrontlve forvae thuat mokes thas
viglnerable. Ab this polnt, the versiong begoms dipsimilap
in Form and o moral polebs of wiews 1o ¥ the polnt is oede
thet all erestures sre voeluereble. Wood ilo velnewable in thot
it ocon be ent by frons The srlstomrels bonsted that thelr

genoration’s scholapship was oWOUEH to sustaln thew without



the Tenple, Therefors, God yﬁﬁ it into the hearh of Caesar
o study Toveh. Lo other words, Just as the wood besane vile
nevable to iron, se the Jews became vulnepvable (besause of
their self-patisfaction) to Cnesar,

In & btwe moral viewpolnle arve stressed: {1} sll ereatures
e vulnerable to something slse: (2) but the sesd of selfe
destruction ls fourd within the thing ltsell, The brees slso
admit, "If wood were not given iron for uee eg & handle, it
would not be sble to oub us. Thus, Isresel, had Terasl nod
taught Casgsr Torah, they would not have some %0 sueh a fate,”
In other words, lsrnel was resgponsible for glving Gassar the
instrument with whieh to harm them. God's gift to the Jews
becomes alse lte nenesls,

Thiss H explains the trapedy of partyrion ss punishuent
for the Jewe® insufficient sorrow at the loss of the Temple
and ﬁh&iﬂ‘hﬁﬁm%iﬁﬁ of their generation’s scholarship,

4 seons rather an admonition against bteaching non-Jows
Porah, The btoxt states, "IP L% wove not that they had beught
Oaosar Torah, they would not have some to sueh & fate.” In
other vords, if Caesar had not leayned Toreh from the Jews,
he would not have dissovered the verse which wae to be the
justifisation for thelr fate and, whlch, 86 we pes lator, Do
oomes & mejor motlf. DBoth versions of the parable sre compnet
and Allustrative and wmake thelr polnte effectlively. Bobh lead
Inke the maln body of the ressnsion,

The admonlition against the fesching of Tovah Lo non-Jowg

may be o reflectlon of the disvutesn thet took plaes between



rabbls and Christisn theologisng dupring the medievel perioed,
In these debetes the Cheistlen theologlans atiempled to buen
the wopds of the Towsh and the Talamud ﬁgmxﬂﬁh the Jews by

ghowing that they condained &ﬁﬁ§Mih?i&%i%ﬁ @1@%%&%%@3?

Unosayr susmons the rebbis to him in his paluce. He aeks
them what the punishment should be for one vho has sold anothey
inte slevery. The rabbis jamediately veply thet the punighe
ment should be desth, OUsesar then tells them that the sin of
the Lyothera of Joseph hos not besn expleted and that the
rabbis will have to be punished in the bBrothers' place. The
rabbie sak for three days graes so thal they may detersine
whetheyr the degrse is ordsined from heaven or not. Coessry
grants their request. -

In H and J33~W$ find an Intersgting sltuwetion, When the
rabble ave summoned by Usesar to hear their fote, bhe causes
his pelece o be £illed with shoes, The reason for this is
inclufled in the seliche [le £33 1
“hers are your fethevs whe nold their brother to & veravan
of Ishmaelites and bartered him Tor shosst" The idea that

ah.  There Coesar exolaims,

Joseph was sold “"for the prioe of shoes" by his brothers ls a

1iterery allusion to Apgp 216, "Bessuse they sell the righte

sous for silver and the nesdy for & palr of shoes,” The
neaie 57:28 already notes that the

noney recelived for Joseph was spent by the brothers on the
i4

wirabane of sandels, In J,° Coesar oven guobes the vepre



fEos in explaining his setlons,
It 1o ponelible that the seotions Juet mentioned ave oo
seived in snbi-Christion temms, Ferbaps Useser in coneolved

of a8 o symbol fop the Pope, Then Lhe aynbolion would be
that Cosenr {Pope) is oot ebtenptlng 4o puniab the prebbie
beganse a aln, Jong past; has not heen explated. Perhops,
fx this seotlon of the recension Joseph eyabollises Jesus,
and the rabble, by thelr deaths, are not belng auked 10 0%
plabe the aln of the sele of Joseph, bub sre bDelnge punished
for the orucliixion of Jepus, |

is singled cut by the vobbls ze the one who will ssesnd %o
Beaven to inouire whether the deares, concorning the ten
parkyrs, osn bo reveked or nob., But befors the norenilive
vontinuss with the mocount of his misslon, there appesrs,
ab this polnt, & pother sxbveordinayy and wilcue sborys Ik

ig mopavently inserdsd to give the beckground of Babhl Jubmusl,

who playe such sn lopordsnt role in this m%ﬁ@%%ﬁﬁ _

The wife of Rebbl Jose inquires of her husband why it
in thet she hees nod borne apny shildren alter so muny yoars
of parriege. Babbl Jose replien that perhsps 1% is becsuse
they have nodt besn exbrewmely cnreiul with repord to immoreion
Io the plturl baths, His wife vove to be precise in theé popre-
foreanse of the compendments oconserning lmmersion from thed
moment on, S0 sxactly does she gavry them oud, even o tha

10



axbrane of lmmersing hereell seventy or elghly times ¥ che
snocunbers any weolean objest or aplmal on her way howe pom
the ritusl baths, thab dthe Holy One Blessed Be He tshes plty
wpon hor, He sends ﬂmwﬁ,ﬁﬁhvi@l to give her asslistonce,
QXm,$@E§ at first Metetren and Osbrlel ave seot down fogether,
bub, aftorwards, only Gabrdel lo mentioned. There may bo
Bore a poosible mizing of two verslone of the stopy.) Gabriel
ﬁﬁ?&ﬁ@%‘iﬁ the gulse ond deess of her husbend end stonds oube
#ide of %h&’%ﬁévmmﬁﬁ of the ritusl baths, ﬁﬁ BOOOBNARING ﬁ@%
home end that nlg ‘
that hie %&@&%@&m@@ wag like theb of @@hﬁﬁ@lw When the nErae

hi she congelves Rabbl Iehmeel, It is sitabed

tive continuen from this point, 1% is signilficant to note
that it in ﬁ%%?&@% that groeesbs Ishumel w&@n ha 4%@@@&@ b
ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁmﬁ' In B Gabricl aldresses Tehmael oo ”m& pon, "

%&y@m ﬂmﬁﬁmﬁﬁ sonpaees this to %h% @ﬂ&ﬁmﬁiﬁﬁi@% of the
‘birth of Jesue. Jellinik in his » introductory remarks o tho
text of the Midvesh [lg Eskeran'? states thst this remsristle
slory 16 found underlined lo %h% Haslbung ﬁ&ﬁa%m @ﬁ%%%ﬁﬂ&?a

the fagtors of Gubplel &@%&%%iﬁ@ In the *%ﬁ%ﬁ of %ﬁ%ﬁ% Jone,
the faob that Rabbl Jose's wﬁf@ ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁi@ﬂﬁ ﬁﬁ%ma@i that nipht,
the way la which Gabrdel grewbs Eﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁi upon hls meension inbe
Heavon, his addvessing febmsel ne "my son®, reqilve some

abtention, Uchan sugpests sowebhing woreé than an angel-mortal

relationship, but pursuse the mather no further, Jellinik
meraly makes the remark ﬁﬁa% it in s remprkable and wmsund
story, b sekes no further conment, ﬁgﬁanaiv@ renaoroh on
my parb hes produced ne further infovmation on this unique

13
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storys This incident breaks the narvetive Flov of the sidrash
and pocms 40 have no gonnectlon wiih ibe gonerel theme, dxoapt
to explain the Deckground of Rabbl Ishmesl, The guestion
romains, 1@ thers o speoisd purpose for the insertion of this
story? Ls thers an attewpt In this etory to lnply that Rabbl
Ishuael vag sived by an angel? Theve is the possibllity that
thers ney bo andbi-Ohristion elementa in thls stopy. T4 may
reprasent & satlive op the Cheistlen soneept of the viegin bivth
off Jews. i

RABRI ISHUATL'S ASCENBION INTO FEAVEN MASL 1B

Rebbd Ishmael invekes the Divine Neme end ia Sransperted

invo Hesven, Ushriel preste hie end asks him hls nisslon,
Rabbl Tehmsel veplies thab he has been delegated by the rebbie
o inguive whether the deeree concerning the death of the seges
of Isreel san be revolted or not, Gabrlel veplles that he has
heapd from "bohird the Ourtadn' thel the Attribute of Justice
has &ﬁ%@ﬁ@%ﬁ of God an Yo vhy He hapr failod to axeet pniche
mendt for the elns of the bwothers of Joseph. The Athribute of
Justioe contended that the verse, "And he that stenloth o man,
and sellebh him, or A7 s be found in his hand, he ﬁ&@%ﬁ surely
- be put o desth," {fy
 punishment hes bean exacted frow Joseph'e brothers,
fore,; God deelapred that the ten @%ﬁ%ﬁ should be glain Yo exe

g 29136) 18 supsrfluous 1 no aueh

P L

plate the sine of the brothevs of Joseph. Ishmeel ashs Gabriel
why the punlshoent rmuet be exscted of the ten sapes and Gabrisl
replies thet ton pighteous men 1ike the soges could nod be
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found vndll thet tive,

At this poimb, 1t will be best do stop and polub out
sovaral varietione smong the various reconsionss In J3° at
fivet 1t is Gubrdel who greets Ishmmel and seddenly, 1% 1
Metabren. Apbavently,; e versions ave intertwined heve
i1 ?&g and Eﬁﬁ@ it s &@ﬁinﬁﬁﬁgy Batabror, {&3&@ buown ag
B'110), who groets Ishusel,

Horaover, im dy &% 48 Pamaed, nod the Abtribube of Jups
tioe, whe makas $he stcoussbion that dhe sins of the brotheps
of Jogeph have not besn oxploted,

Sanaed beglne to play o major yole in all verslons of

the nidresh once God hes meds the deslalon bo emplabe the
slae of the brotheops of Joseph through the ten pages: &%‘ﬁ%ﬁ
when the attribute of Justlos makes the scousatlon thet the

ain of the sale of Joseph has wot been axvloted, Sewasl Poe
Joloway %ﬁmbﬁ@ﬁﬁwﬁg gives us o Joglosl yesson for Lhis
reaution on the part of Semael, Habbinie and Gacnle theology
;%,

Sansel 1s the patron of Blem {[l.9s Homol lﬁamaﬁgxi% slwen

pbresn the bellel that eseh pebion had 1to own patron an

fpt
.. J

the cholee by God of oithoer seving the martyrs ov condeaning
then and %ﬁiﬂ% ub the seme time affilobted himsell with leppooy.
When he chooses the latter, God infliets n oures upon him.
Loter in B2 this ls vevesled o be o curce againet Rome aloos
Dawael, the Patron of Rooe, is identifled with Rome 1tsell,

OF sourse, ln Geonle and aedievel times, Tone, an a natlony
toe, may be 4 symbol for the fpmen Churek, Porhops, %h&#% i

the luplied ouree upon those whoe versesubsd the Jeve in the
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mame of $he Roman Chureh,
In ﬁ%ﬁ Someel ploys the vols of the Hosvenly Prosaouiopr
T sondrast to the other three revensions, he, instesd of Yhe
Aptribube of Justloe, meken the accasatlion that the slins of
b brothers of Joseph have not beon explated, Thepe iz 2o
%ﬁﬁﬁmyﬁfﬁﬁ thin retonsion %o openly dentlify or sunnect e
with Somes | ,
ﬁ%‘%%ﬁ Semmel is velerred %o as 'y le Ve 5 the Priate
of Bome, In this peoonpion, he slaye o A3fPersnt vole fronm
tho oo he played In J. He 1o ped the soousor, bub the @gﬁﬁ%
of GoA's will 1o earrying out the sontence aspinet Lhe ten
mapbyes,  Peorheps, there Lo hevs g tasld ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@%ﬂiﬁﬁ’%ﬁﬁﬁ e,

sines Rome is the sgent whish sarrise cub thelr exeeutlons.

in %ﬁ%ﬁ femasd 18
Tome. He 1 the sgent of ded's will, slthough
agninat fome, Oed's anger is vented firet s

again rederred to as the Prines of
this tine 1%
painah

18 Gipected
-Sanesl {presumebly se Patvon of Rome) and then sgeingh Rome
lbpell with which Sa

Samnell. neme in m

el hes bevome intrinslesily identified,
entioned frequently in rabbinie and
pidvashie l%%ﬁ%%ﬁm@% an %h@‘%ﬁﬁw%iﬁﬁ angel and the paltron of
Bhom end Howe. For lvebonce, in Ixodus B o181l he 1o
the prossoutor of Temasl ond Mioheel in Tuveel's defonders

In the M iﬁ%;ﬁﬁg@@%? Samael sought to k111 Jeoch, Wieheed
vushed to his regoue and was abowbt o burn Samesl Yo nothinge
m@aﬁ‘wh@m ﬁ$& interfored and eublegted both to legal 480l
piine. laber in the midrash 16 in Peisted thet 1t wee Bemnel
Bgrpts

who protested sgainet the deliverance of the Jeows ﬁf@y



He aroused the Prince of the fea o sueh o rage that he Ltprdled
bo dyown the Tovasellites in the Red Sea. Em‘%h@»M&ﬁwﬁﬁ&_@%%
b he aseumes bwo voles. He ls the guerdien angel of

Blon and of Rome, stbeebing thelir enemles, one of whish is
Israely and he is elso the noousing angel.

(¥ 3 BasL 10 |
ﬁﬁ%ﬁi'ﬁﬁﬁm&%& netines an @ltfr in Hseven. Me Inuuives

Foom @ﬁhwiﬁi an o i%e purpose mm@ w&&%ﬁaw %ﬁ@ wael @ff@%ﬁﬂ%ﬁ

of &ai%@ﬁgﬂﬁ sheepy and goats ere offered ﬁ%@%.&%g ek dial

raplies that the souls of the »ightecus ave offersd uptn 1%,

Thig sitar ls mentionsd in a3l fﬁ%g;@@%ﬁﬁﬁi@mﬁﬁ o ¥ und
%ﬁ%ﬁ %ﬁﬁh&&i in mentloned as belng in eherge of offeriagss:
fheve Le s rebbinie thesis thet for every inebitution and
ebleot on onyihy there is e surrooponding institubion and
o isnt in Heavens The sltar iﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁm %@ﬁ@%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@%lﬁﬁ‘ﬁ&@
sltar In the Tenmple, exeept for the nsbure of 1te offerings.
The imolicstion 1s mede here that the souls of the pleghboous
are bolng offeved on hehalf of Iersal, pevhaps 40 sapiate
their aing, Thls mey be an stfenpt o Jugtily the desthe of
the ten martyrs, Thepe mey alse be an attewpt here Lo explatn
what hes besn substltuted for the saerifioes In the Hesvanly
Tewple (l.ow the souls of the righteous) after the destrustion
of the Temple in Jerusalem.

ahdieg B 208 A e HAGL 2B
Whers Rabbd xﬂhmﬁﬁi vaburng snd bells the rabbls that the
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deores ognnet be revoled, they asoeph thelr fate with both
Joy ard sadness, They ave Joyful that God conaiders them 8o
lighteous, %m Bad that bhey ave to sulfer spuch uwususl deaths,
The names of the partyre ave then related, 7

Aw wos mentloned in the intvodustion, thews are probleme
in
the vardous regsensions, Hot ouly are there vardetions in the

in sonpeotion with the 1lete of martyrs which sre resoprded

names themeelves, but there seen to be internel historical
diserepancies, sines it oan be sasily cubstantisied that mome
of the peyiyrs listed as heving been sisln in the sage pericd
of tiue wers mol contemporaneouss The lists of the names of
the martyrs sre as followss

B o

% Xﬁ&h&%ﬁl %@a mmm Re Lshmael b. Elisha
» Blm Gl Lol Re flmoon b, Genliel

%% m&% %m Jon ph Re &leibs b, Josaph

Ry Hoplas b, Tﬁmﬁgm e Honins by Teredyon

. Blagar ’%zu Shsnras Re EBlagar b. Shemus

Ry Joshebsd . the Hovibe B, Jeshebab the Seribe

Re Hamina b. Haehinad Ry K@mim L ﬁw%ﬁmi

e Mubapdt the Eepounder " G 4k
Ry Yehudab b, Dane R Elager bs Dof
® (Bowme say R, Yohudeh b, Dama)

%
Be Iohomeel b, Bliehs
By Slowon b. Ganllel Rs Inbmosl b, Bliohs
Re Aiba b Joneph Ry Simeon b, Gonlloel
e Jushobab the Derdibe Be Aviba b, Joserh
Ay Yobwdeb b, Doba R, Honine b, Teradyon
e Flazar bs Do s Blazar be Shenus
Ry Joshebab the Zeribe
Re Tabhudsah b Baba
Re Hubselt the Dxpounder
B, Tlagar b, Doma
e Yohwiah Honsshion

in %ﬁ%’% there 1o no foroslized list of nsmes., b oountieg
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the names of the roabbls mentioned In the sideash, there ave
only six. However, 1% 1o mentioned ln the %&g&m&%&@ of this
widensh that Ceosar had ben soholavs brought before him,

The nemes given ave substantislly identicel in ﬁ*uﬁﬁﬁ
and P, In BAT* the name of Rebbi Yehudsh Hansohton i subm
stituted for thet of Rebbi Hanlse b. Hechimal, A% lesst,
this i the oage with the list at the beginning of the midrash,
But later Io the tewt, the name of Rabhl Henins by Haohingd
is mentioned. g

in t%@ iﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬂ@ the Lheory %&ﬁ yﬁﬁ%ﬁ that the &mﬁh@&m
of the Zﬂfﬁﬁmﬁh Bla Balors .
Bhe idesd of the wawbyrdon of the ten r&%&%g than in hBistorical
ﬁﬁﬁm?@ﬁyg'f?ﬁiﬁ theury oan Bow be ?ﬁ%ﬁh@@ @&ﬁﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁﬁ Pop
iﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁ&ﬁg‘w% Rﬂ%ﬁ that Rabbl Hubzpdt the ﬁ@ﬁﬁwﬂﬁﬁﬁ’@%ﬁ gotive
at the sohool in Yavneh wnder Rabbi ﬁ@ﬂii@zgﬁ Ve know that
Rebbl Alkiba m@ﬁ Rabhs %&ﬁmﬁ%& ware killed during the Bepr Toshba
ﬁ%@a&%gﬁ whioh woudd p&%@ﬁ then seversl genepations after Nabbl
Butzpits Thus the liste csnnot be teken as histopriselly
strato,

L were moxd ﬁﬁ%@@@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ in slressling

ﬁ@@@ﬁ?@@g attontion should be given to Habbl Hebhunys b
falkna. His nowe 18 omitted in M, but mentloned in S PE5 and
BAC  tm thess thres resenplone, he sppesrs L hold 5 reriiog
peaition anong the rabbls. FHe ls rwot smong those sardyred,
buty nenetheless, plays an luportent roele, Tn J, the sages
assenbled before hin afbter the peburn of Habbl Yahmeel from
Heaven. Tn P, when the aages heay thelr fate from Onossp,
they ask the advies of Rubbl Yehusys b, Hakne, snd he sdvises



then b0 seok a thrde day gracs pericd in whioh %o inoulres of
Hooven swhether the decres is lveevoleble. In B4, he spponvs
s & lesder with move power and Influenoe over the rabhis,
sppenially in the mystioal portlions of the woralon. Yot theve
sppésrs o be wo baels in the sourcesn to Indlonte why he ghould
sasume sueh an honored and ressected positlion in the resons
#lons, ﬁ@i@ﬁmﬁ? indlestes that he wes o noted seholar in the
dogs of Jovhanon be Zakbal. Yo know of only one law whioh wis
ahtrinted to ﬁi&?ﬁ Be ie the author of the saying, "Vhosoe
ever seoepts the yoke of the Torah upon himsell causes to
pass from him the yoke of the forelsn %&ﬁgﬁ@mgﬁﬁﬁ o Tnow
that he wap & teusher of Rabbi Ishmesl,”® He lived after the
depbyuction of the Teuple, betouss we know that Rabbl Ishmael
wog tut 2 Jad sk the time of the Templets ﬁ%&%%ﬁ@ﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁ in

hhetl © (Larger Treotise on the Chanbere), we leawn

thet he witnessed the desths of Rebble Sloeon b, Genliel and
Ishoael, Thus, in rabbinie bimen, he doos not sosn 1o have
betn one of the move lnpoertent rebble and lesders, Why does
he hold sush an exalted position in the recensions of the

koveh? This author sould not Lind any resson

.
!

wither from the midrash iteelf or from sther souresy.

af the robbis 40 be slalin. The sourses tond 4o support the

aonbentlon that they wers excoubed at the sane %i@@g}&ﬂiﬁﬁﬂ
k;}»f@%*%%&i@'mﬁ that they were 2illed together with Babbhi
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Huning Segen Hseohandim on the twenty~fifth of Siven., In BATY
1% Ls stated that they wers alain together, bub on the ﬁ&fﬁh
ol Blvane

o all four Pesensions, Rebbl Ishusel and Rebbi Simeon
By Semliel arguse sa to who showdld be kllled fired, osdh dow
siving the honowr, Rabbl Ishmoel elains precoedence bLedause

he is o high pelesh of the Linsage of dsvon. Rebbd Blmeow by

Gamliel cloime prevedence because he is & prince and alss the
pon of & prince, Lote aye ossd and Babbl Simeon be Gonlied

roeveiven Lhe honor of belng sxegvied Llrste

There are verlations iz the olveumstanses preseding thale

expeoutions in the recensions, In Hy 1% ls Ceoenr hinsell, with
hins advisorsy; whe asks he ten rebble sepewbled before him who
ahould be illed Tirst. Rebbl Ishmael and Rebbl Simeon b,
Gomlicl shep forward end then avrgue as %o who should be 2illed

firet, In a%ﬁ all the yabbls are enpepged &ﬂbﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiwg'%@@%h

{the lows of Passovop) when en offlelal of Usesur comes and
ehides then for studving Toeeah whon bthe sentonee of death baa
%@%ﬂ,ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁ for themn, Yo Tind ot this polint an insertlion in
4 vhich desaribes the beauty of Aabbi Ishasel. The nldresh {[J)
halla ui that ho was one of the seven m@ﬁ% handoome nen in the
nigtory of the world which Include sdam, Joook, Joseph, Baul,
Absnlom, snd Rebbi Abehu. X% le pelsted thed he was brought

separately before Usesar, Ozesar agked him whebher theve wes

suyone 68 handesme ns he snd he replisd in the negative,
Inmedistoly, Cacvar degreed his exesutlion, This inserbien
eopld be considered an an atdenpt ot least partially to justify
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the fate of Habbl Ishmaol on the basls of lmmodesty., Innadie
shely following thie in J we find an offlclal of Cassor ade
dropaing Rabbl Ishmoel snd Habbl Sineon b Gomliel together,
as 1f the widrash were tabing wp the stopy Irom the noint
divestly before thile insertlon,

Xm,@fﬁ
studying the lawe of the Paschal lenbh and sondunde then %o
the place of exeoubleon., As An H, Rabbl Isbuaol and Rebbi

an officinl of Cagssr onters whon the rabbls are

Mmeon b, Onmlisl step fovward and argue as to who should
be Flreb.

in ﬁﬁ%ﬁ bhore o & major warlstion. The ten pabbls apve
wot plotured as bolng topethey when the offiolal comes to
garyy oub the deores of oxzecutlon sgainat them, Rabbl Tshmasl
and Hebbl Simeon b. Genlisl are slone, studying the laws of
Passover, This would seem to suppord Ie114nak 8T contention
that BA ls the oldest yetenslion, sinee the Taolor of ten rabble
baing slaln together ls nobt atressed hore as 1t is In ladep
rosennlong, As yw&%iﬁwﬁiy ghated, 1t was probobly pot wndll
ity

the later Gaomie periced that the ildesl of mavdiyrdon lw om
sized to the fullest, |

There la another netowoerthy problem in ﬁﬁ%ﬁ % in stated
thet Rebbl lshaoel and %ebbi Simeon b. Gowliel were slain on

the £ifth of Sivan, yeb they wers onpsged in stwdylng the

iaws of Paspover before thelr sxeovtion. 1% would be logleal
Yo ansuns thet the time o etudy the laws of Possover would
be before the holidsay and not on the fifth of Sivan, whieh

would be BEroy Shevuoth, sone ftwo nonbhs after Pessover, This
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dimorepsney in dating may be the result of two parallel nos
soanbs whileh In some manner besame lobertwinod.

Aftor Rebbi Simeon b. Genliel s sleln, Sabdbl Iohmeel
roguests sone bime from Jesesar befove hie own sentonoe 1w
carrled out in opdor Lo mowrm over the Tate of Rskbl Simeen,
The midrash reedily vefliects the rabbis’® doubt at the Jusbice
of the sentense, Rabkbl Ishmael mowms, "Alas, for the Townh
and alas for fte vowanrd, The tongus thal expladned the law
in seventy labgusges, how it aow 1ioks the dust.” In J&Q
and %%$ he says, "4 mouth that brought forth Jowels, who sheil
pih you eway in bhe dust? How san there be deoreed wpon you
as unneusl o desth as thist® In %&%ﬂ he proaisime, "4 holy

mouths a8 fodbhlul woulh, o poudh that bDrought fordh good courha,

good stones, good pearis, whe now pubs you away in the dunt?
Who £13is your bopgue with dirt and upon you 1t in wrdtben,
§mwxnli;§£ﬁ§i3r’*iﬁ The subhors ollow the rabble to agoeph
thelir sentences heosupe it 1a the will of fod, Wit an eloment
of mwmen reprosoh enders inte thelyr acceplanue,

The fste of Rebbl Tebmael is o eruel and painful one,
He does not recolve the mewelful, qulsh desth by decaplitatlon
that wan kbl Bimeon's., The daughtar of faesar, whe 18 ime
praseed by the besuty of Rabbl Iohasels Pequesbs that he be
flayed 2live ond that hin ohin be plven to hers During dhis
srerucloting borture, Rabbl Tehwsel ewden oub, not beosuse
af the paln, bub beossune the slkin hos beon opoved Prom the
poprtiong of his body when the phylssteries sve plaved,

A speelal problen aplses st this polnt. In all the vae
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senaions oxoept Py the angels in Heaven aomplain do God aboub
Phe ovuelty of Hebbi Ishmsel®s slow and toptuous death, They
ok whethor this in the rewsrd for 4iligent study of the Towah,
in 4, after the ories of Rabbl Ishmesl heve mede Heaven Lvote
bie, the angels sk, "A man as vighteous a8 thisy whom you
have shown odld the twespures of the werdd, sbove and below,
wili he indeed be BIlisd in this wowsusl monnerd 1o this the
poward for studying Towsbhit®™ In ﬁ%ﬁ thay ooy, "lord of the
Yorld, this rightecus one that bas been ghown the bressure
of Hesvern, 38 this the fete thet bas bwen decrecd Por hime"
In BAJY they ery owb, "Meoter of the Universe, this righbecws
ona whow You bove shown Yhe trsasures of Hoaven, 18 this Ins
doed the deerss You have deoreed for himd®

The W@§1y of dod to these gquentlons is very lutereating.
In some of the recansions does Ood reder to the ordigivsl
reason for thelr fate, nanelys thet they ave explsting by
thalr deaths the ains of the brothers of Juseph. Instend,
Sod replies that Rebbl Ishumsel's merih will stand for the
gevwrablong o some, This would lmply that he 1 nob aying

to oxplobe the plue of the brothere of Jossph, bub sismply to
provids merlt for the penerablens thet will cowe afbey him,

In My God sleo ptetes that Me cannmobt obhanpge His own des
gres, God seems bto want o chenge the sentonoce, bud Hig Dun
word L8 ivrevoheble, even by Him. Ood pays, "Wahet osn T do
for 1t im slresdy deewesd and who cen swmul 137" Thie would
ipply that theove sye llsmitations to God's powors. Perhape,

% iz lwplied beore that Lf Cod 434 shenge His deores, 1t would
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jwply that His former sobtion wes Imperfect. Dub it ¢blll

peons %o bo an unootel pogltion, for L% soeus o be the
geners] rebbinie position thet God pan eutbend His meroy
wheneovey %mﬁ,wﬁwr@v&m He iﬁ&%ﬁ@g@ Theye oeens pven o be
guilt on the perd of Gof (18 thisz may be sold withoub sewnming
sgaorilipgions)s In all fowr W%ﬁﬁﬂﬁiﬁmﬁg after Rabbl Ishmesd
hag erled ouby God theroudons to destivoy the world if he avies
put agale, Sabrlel (in Py Betetron) iz sent dows to yiend
with 7abbi Iehmsel not to ory oub ageln, as Af Nabbl Tehweel's

apdas were o roninder %0 Uod of an undssoerved Senth, Rabbi
Teltmawld sotades Lo Gods wishee and permits bhimself %o ezpiog,
1 _ " : _
In 457 we find an inberestiog insortion., After o highly

Bmah

apationl povtion, the sttvibube of Justloe amke God to

from Torvasl one rightecus ﬁ%m in every poneration. He pleads
that becsuse the sons of Javoh sold Josoph @@@*ﬁwﬁmﬁy waahan

of eilver snd
ronuest L Justified, This verelon is drastioally albeved

3

ot the Abbribute of Justloe, 16 the accuser of loracl, This

boosuse Toveel hae wopshipped Rdols; sush a

fron the story ab the beglinning of the nidresh wheve ot

seetion is obviowsly by e dlfferent subthor, pooolbly Anserded
$o give an sdditlonsl remson for the fato of the martyrs {l¢6.
. dols ).

Thers foliows afber this, in J, o pather sbrange sede

boossuse lersel, ap & whole, bas sinned by wovrshipoln

tien, In rather ptriking contradictism %o the seotion serlier
in the yecennion in which Rebbl Tehwmeel and Rebbl Slneon b.
Gamlliel volunteor to be exeoubed firet, 4% in atobed that an



effiolel of the deeour iz sent Lo belng forth Aabbi Dimeon b
Gpmlied wlone for exepuklion. Rabbl flmeon hiden himself, bub
the officisl seeks him oub and offers €o sove him if Aakibl
fimeon will asouve him o place in the world to eome. Habbi
Bimeon acvapts with the vemsyly, "Therse ave thoso who afbelin
theix destiny in many years end there sre thoss Who attain
theivs 1n one howe.” Beforse the officlal oan do angthing,

Fay ﬁ%ﬁ&g and dles, Bub, Deomuss of Rabbl Bigeonts promise,
he attaine o portion in the wordd %o come, Hovever, 1% hape
nems that one of the lesdsrs of fome d4led and the desyoe
sgalnet Habbl Silmeon wes ganoalled, Thie some luoldent iw
polated in To

of the lesdern of Rome and he purposely hurdls hlaself off

th B9a, vhere, hewever, tho officiel jg one

af
a rouf, Imowing that the Government, soeording to custon,
will not denire two deathe in rlaee of one., It was slse
Roman law that 1F the offlelal smmouncing the death sentenes
died, the death penslily was sancolied, 0

This geotion in 7 is out of the logiesl ovder of the
midyash, IV ls gonteadictory to the faot slready velabed
in the nidrosh that Msbbi Iehmeel and Rabbl Dimeon were slain
together, If the widrash had msant to imply thet Asbbi
Plmpor B, Genllel wes summoned and roprisved hefore he was
plafn with Hobbi Tebeasl, then it would be proner Lo nasune
that the midvash should heve placed the lasident in that order
and not the reverae,

Thore ssong o b another problen ponnected with this
ssotion. AL the beglmning of &, the pebbls, although not

a4
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somplotely willingly, socepted the decrse of God alter Rabbi
Iahmael told thesw he bad learned thod the deoree was Lrrevols
able, Howevey, hero we have one of the rabbis, Rwbbi Sineosn,
openly ceekling bo elvpunvent the deorss and bo save his own
14fe, The ouoestlon musd be asked at this point, iz Babbi
Smeon defying 0047 He cortalnly iz not acsepting hin fate

prasively, When the offialsl offers to ssve hls 1ife, he

gegands wlllingly. I3 ds aulbo ponsible thed this secbion
was introdused into the nideash by editore to wollify thoese
who nisht oblect angrily to the rabble’ pasaive aosepbance
of guoh an unjust sontonie,

Yot another guoablon apiges out of this seoblon, fabbl
Simoon h. Ganlliel zusyantess sterpel 1ife to the offisiel A
e will sove him, To Ypekuech nefesh,” the sevicg of o Life,
pf sulficient wordd 4o gusrarnieoo elernsl 1ife Lo the officlsl¥
Byon AT the sauthor{e) of the nidrnsh felt that the offislal
Rom)y

motlve Lo not waselfish, sinege he vegulired a guarantes of

willingly seerdificed bhimeelf by eommitting sulelde (Toanit

wternel 1ife hefore he would comaib sush an sob. Big saopds
flee in not "LikPvod Topeh,” for the honor of Tovah, bubt fop
parely selfish motives, Ponsibly this ls an sitenpd to tompey
the anbi-Chrletison overtones of the nidrsebh by having an
efficinl of the Covernmend Eﬁhﬁ%ﬁh? save the 1ife of Rabbl
G4mnon, Howevery, there remain latent antl-Chridstlon overtones
In that the offlelisl does not perfora this sch fov puvely

palfinen nobives,
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In ¥, Bebbl Akibe iz Droughd forth for exooublion, Hotw
evers & lebber arrives for Ceessr, informing his thel the
klng of mmg.ﬁ in propoping wap agrsaamm hips FHabbi Akl
io plvan a iwiymw*%g yaprdove Fpon ¢ %ﬂ&? pud 1s sent bauk
te the priason. Vhen he returngg Ceoser ordere that the flenk
of Mabibi Akiba be reked with combs of iron; As he i being
bortured, Rebbl &ki%ﬁlﬁﬁﬁtaﬁg Prdghtoous ip the Lend, the
Togk, ’*’»‘*M’*ﬁ%&‘x" ie His work for nll His weyn eve Justs He is
& ﬁaﬁ@hfﬁ? &&ﬁ and has no infgullys  Just and right le Neg®
%M& Jmﬂ% ﬂf.ﬁ@ @@aiﬁ%ﬁ,ﬁﬁ% w@@ﬂgg‘ﬁgumﬁ‘ﬁyﬁ ﬁ?@hﬁﬁﬁ te expives,
;ﬁ%, L9 sk cones and osprles ﬁéﬁ buldy o Rk i Akiba

amny @m.ﬁiﬁ 5h4ﬁiﬁﬁf%& At & distonce of five persian miles,
ha m@fm i ’7?‘;* bl Joshus Heepnral, | “’*wﬁf g *&@yﬂ%w kil
they ?%ﬁﬁh @ aeve in whigh ere found a bLed and & 1lghted lamp.
They ey the covpae of Rabbl Alibe upon the bed z?zﬁ The mize
3&%@@1ﬁﬂ,aaﬁ@1g coma and MOWEn @%@? &§g'%Hwﬁv doys ond thyes
nighte zad then he is burled theve, The m@%ﬁ doy he i talen
§ 1<) *“a Aendemy on High, and Shere he %ﬁﬂ@ﬂ%@% ﬂp@m Lhe 1&%
@%f@rﬁ g1l %ﬂﬁ rlahbaoni o

| ia §$? the assount begine hi&ﬁ éhm iﬂ@wiﬁ@mm@m% of Pebbd
ﬁﬁiﬁ%g ;jxﬁﬁy« Joshu® faegapsl ninloters Lo hils neods in @%ﬁ?w#g
Nebbl Abibals vlety s awensiified by hls reluoel to drink
winkaer ao thel 1% night b used for the commandmerd of weshing
the handas Yhen he 1o breught oub lor execullon; hisn nethod
af rapture iz the seme as In U, ?ﬁ*ihw &f hin flooh with aonbs

%f—%fﬁﬂ* — Yoarios foon ¥ in the ﬂﬁ%ﬁmﬁ% of his lopt words,

a6
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When his stodents ask him how long bo shsll enluve this tops
fure, he replies that untll now the words, Mith nil thy soul
and a1l thy might,” hed troubled hime Pod now that he was
giving hie 1ife, ke Tinally hnew thelr brue meaning. A3 he
reaches the word, "One," the last word of the Shems, he o%w
pives, The agsount reiterates the feot that Joshun Hoegarel
minigbered bo Rabbl Alibe in pelscn and sought his lesve to
retarn home, On Youw Kippur, the prophet F1lijsh appears webo
him and tells him thal Akiba has 4led, They ge to the prison
and the gusrds are pub nysterlously Lo gleep as t@@'ﬁﬁﬁy of
Mciba 1s renoved by Eijah, It is related in this sooount
that rows of %i&i@%@?ﬁﬁﬁ sngels light thelr way. They sons
0 & plaoce oalled the Pavillion of the Onesar, The sseound
marallels ¥ in thelr discovery of s cave. In 4, Joghua asks
a #sbrange ausetion of Blijeh, He stetes thet he will not
leave the eeve until Flijsh tells hin Lo vhom the bed bolonge,
Tiijabh repliss that 1% bhelongs o the wife of Turone Mufue,
The oave 18 then seaked.

In BAZ® it phates that Rabbl Akibe was lmprisonsd siter
the deaths of Robbl Simeon b, Gamliel sod Rabbl Isboeal.
After the deaths of the sforepentloned, Sone deslared a

redigioun persosntion upon Invesl. Akibs defies the suthope

Atlen and vosds snd expounds the Topab Lo the sultitudesn,
Fepos h. Yehudabh woapns hin aboub the dangers. Akiba yenlies
that oven bhough Papon 1o o page, be {8 also & fool, He then
vaiates the stoerr of the foxr who tries Lo ontioe the fish 4o

some wp on the land o thet they sen essspe the devgers of
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the nete. They peply that 1f they aove in danper in thely

wun alement, woaker, how suoh wore so would he thelr danger

in o stroange envivoyment, Torah la tﬁ@}@%@m@ﬂ% ol @&ﬁ Jewa,

17 they shandop 1t, how sneh geesater will be thelr danger,

Iater, both Papos and Abkibs ave inprlsonsd, Joshus Hosgopal

tends Akibe in prison, An in H; the story of Awiba’s concown

sbout the oormendrent of washing the handn le yelobed,

doshue Hesgersi tekes leave of Akiba mnd goes home, Akiba

i then token oud for emeoution. Hls toriturse Lo even nove

greraoisting then in H or J,  His flesh i reked with iron

vombe ard besten with wtaffe. As in J, he dies vesiting the

Shena. Flijah somes Lo the houss of Joshus Ho-garel and |
informe him that Akiba has dled, They o o the prison and, f
as in J, the gpuarde aye pubt o aleen, Ilijsh takes Akibe

wpen his shoulders and he snd Joshus travel 0 027CJdf |
posaibly Antipatels, A8 in ¥ end Jy they Tind & save with

& bed and Iamp in 4% and they ley down the body of Akibe.

The oove is then sealed, The news of Aribe’s death is then

sappled to Rabbl Tebudah b Babs and Fabbl Hanlne b Toredyon,

They vend thelr garments and say, "Aiba wes not Tilled bew

sause he A1d mot boil

Cgaues of bribes, noy robbePy, nor be
in the Tovah with a1l his powers, He wan slain for no othep
sause then that of belng n wige, am 1t ia writteny® *ing |
Egairlel shall be to yow, sesording 4o all that he hath done,
shell you do,'"  Rebbi Melr vemarlkus, "The rightecus are baken %
Trom the wordd so that when the and of the punishments conas, |

thely exsunde will be forever," There is a noseible sonnse



i

tion hetwesn Rabbl Melr's statement and the concepd previously
mentlonsd® that the merit of the rlphtoons will stend Top

the gonerstion to cows, The ostatement in Izekiel {Fzel
24} san be intervrated to seny that the doadh of Avlbs L
to be teken as a miga to lsreel of thelr coming dssetruction,
By hls deeth, they ave to bo reninded of the righteousnogs
that thoy thowselves have lacked., The ides that Aklbs ip to
e £ alpn Tor the gonerstlons inm ﬁ%@ﬁii&? bo BA. Porbapug
there is an abbonpd here Ho slve a roason obher than the
sxpiation of the slns of Joseph's bpothers for the dasths

of the naptyea, or st lessl that of Rabbl Aleibho,

ALl through She midrash the high regard of the suthop{s)
for Ravbi Akiba 16 ahown in thoir constont roferences 4o his
wiety and his oveclse vepard oy the lew, oven wnder the post
adverse sonditiones., These gualitien are Jdosopgtyrated in bis
refueal to sbandon the study and desching of Toreh, oven
wnder penplty of death, his willfel relimgulshment of even
nocessiblies, suoh as water,; in order So fulflll the oupmsnds
mont consernlng the washing of hands, and his megnificent
and Inspliving statenent, at the tine of his exesuiion, bhad
be finally reslizes what 1t mesuns $o truly love Qod, "with
all his heawd and with all his soul.” Akibe is the nerfesh

sxenrie in rabblinle Litereture of one who studlien andl caprpise
oub the commandments of the Torab "1'sheman,” for its oun

sake, without repard for sedfish motives oy pereonal doanper,



PHE ENROULION G RADBY WATIMA B, TERADYCN HAA2 18

Rabbi Henlna b Teradyon defies the efled of dassar gnd
toaches Torsh, Interestlngly, he tesshes it in the stvesty
of Rome, Ba s breowht forward for exeoution and Cacany
sommands that boe be wranped in the eoxell of the Torsh,
Bhrive of wool are pubt on his ohesdt and sonled with waber
so thet be will 4o slowly. His daughder srios out ad this
aighty He somforie her by telling hepr that I 1z bebier 4o
dle with the Toreh than by hineslf, His studente sk him
what he sess and be replios, "I ses the poprchment showte
buradng but the letters fying wpward," The sxeoutioner ssks
Rabbl Hanline whether he will grent bhln eberosl 110e 40 he

wlll ronove the wool from Rebbi Henina's chest in order to
haaten desth, Babbi Hanlwe tellse hin thet he will, The
exponblionar doos v, leaping lote the Pire, and & BateHol
proalalne, "Rabbi Haniss be Teredyon and bis exsoutioner sie
deptined Por the woerdd 4o some.” AL this polint, & polignant
sopment of Bebbl (Yshudeh Hasiasl) iz glvent "Thers ave
those who sooules thely wordd in one hour, 6o this snoeous
tionew 43, and there are those who toil for the Lord ell
the days of thelr Iife and lose thelr reward In en howry
gush as Joshaning the High Priest, who sevved olghiy yoars
in the high priesthood end then bwoame o ﬁ%&ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@@ﬂ Phia
renarl 1o very eluoilsr o the stotenent ubtered by Rabbl
Bimeon in #%g when the officlal vho offers %o seve his 1ife
in potorn for eternel 14fe falle and diss. As 1o B 28,
there ig & problen as to the wobtlves of o vabbl 1o mueranitesing

30
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B nonedow ateranl 1ife,

T

# and 352 ape denmbinal, exespt for the roply of Rabbi
Hendnn to his deughter, Tu 7, be stoles thot he is comforted
Dossvss, "He Who will reculie the lnaudt to the dew, will
paquito the lnsult %o oo '

In ﬁﬁ%ﬁ the suthoritien find him with & soroll of the
lew, He ip imprisoned with Rebbi Elaser b, Perata. He i
pentenned vo dle by Tire. it the author of DA, oo he J34
in the osae of Makel Abibe, gives an sdditiemel reason fop

his denths He is puniched beosuse he has menbloned the Tne
gifable Yame in public, ¥is wife is slno punlebed by death

bosause she kopve of his aln. Hie deughter le penteonsed %o

smforsed prostitution beesuse she wae sarelens In She way ln
which she welled before some of the Romens, As in ¥ and J,
thery tie a suyoll of the lew syound him and pub the glove
burniog materdial on hle chest, ¥When his doughier oples

out, he tomforts her by saylsg thet He ¥he will requite bhe
insult o the Torsh, will weouite his lneulbt. Ho says bheb
¥ Ghek the

17 ghe ordes over the Torahy she should vemoube
Toreh s Cive and Tlre canned conwume fire, 7The lseders of
Home snd %%ﬁﬁvﬁﬂﬁ poaoule of Rome plead with Caenal to save
kis life, bub Cacsar yefupen, As in ¥ and J, the exeoutioner
offers to hmaben Henina's desth by removing the wenls In pae
burn for & place In the world o sone, He sosepts and when
the sxesnbioner leaps inte the fire; o Babefol smpunges Lhat
the oxeoutioner and Rebbl Hanina have stiained & plece in

the wordd to come. The statonent by Rabbl is vepeshed in



this rotenaion,

PHE EARAUTEON OF RAREL YUHUDAN B, BADA 4K L0

When Rebbl Yehudsh b, Paba is brought out for emecutlon,
1% 1s lete Priday afterncon and he reduesta to be pmmithed
o TUl{ill ome of the ocommanduments concerning the Babbabh.
Ha in soke
and whekhor the Lord will ssve him, He veplies that it is
the Lovd Who has exaoted his death and the esvihly ime {Nome)
ﬁﬁrﬁﬁﬁﬁig“ﬁh% pgent of His wishes, Caessy iﬁ 0% of his
words snd #alls for him. Coosar aske &%mri§ i% 38 e
that he ﬁ%&% the stsbement noted above. When Yehuwish ropliss

esar whether he sbill trusts in the Lowd

S %f@g i

in the affiroative, Oseoar secuses him of bolng brozeneTaced,

Rekbi ¥ehwdal worme him that Home will %ﬁfgaﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ# sy ing,.

"Wos to you, Cacwsr, wicked one, son of & wigksd one, 414 |
not the Holy One Blessed Pe We ses the destruction of His j

howes  aod the slaushber of HWis sighteous and plovs onos and
414 ﬁ%’ﬁ@% sock vengeanse jmmediately?" His students oaue
bion him, Belling him Shat he should flatier Cassar, He
repling, "Did I wot teash you that he who flatters s wieked |
YAy ﬁ&%vﬁﬁ%@ will bo that he will fall by his hand?®  again, |
Rubhbi 7‘5&%&%&5&&%‘:«; rocusats poraission to fulfill the conmes
of fSabbath se that 1t will give him “a fﬁﬁ%@%&ﬁ% af the world
fo comse” H1s wish i pranted and ke chants the Sunobiffioas
Yhon of the Day with sueh jJoy thet o031 srowsd Bin ave sstound-

Whaend

ad, COoesar Joes not allov e to fintsh and he s plein.
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Baesay commends that eaeh Linbh of hias bedy be %ﬁ%%‘ﬁ% £hiy
dogs and bhe In nelithor euloglzed nor burlads

In @fﬁ the beginning of the ssotion sbout the emeoubion
of Rabbi Yehwdab ewpounds bis virvtues. He Lo never lnoorpact

fn kis lepel decisions consevning purity and Dmpuritys Thare
fg not o wen in the howse of stady vhon he hes not beaehd
forah, He is extrenely bupble, ealling his sbudents, “my
toanher,” On the day of his death he is Fasting, Hia o34
sollongue, Rabbi &%ﬁ%@ﬁ b Abpyuvoly offers %o take his plone,
Rabbd E&%ﬂ@ﬁﬁ-@%pii@ﬁ that the deorse canmol be conoellsd,
but thet his vords sonford him, Hls studsnte sek bim vwhelhep
he would 1ike Yo sat anything before his lo vub to death,
He poplies that 1 he fosted when he 434 nobt boow dn whish
dipeotion ho was golng, wbhy should he not fsoh when he knows
i whileh divectlion be 1o golng. The inoldend with Cacsey
whioh was selated in B 18 sompletely onitted in & The
g -bhat Habbd Yehudsh bs Babs
and o Bube-Rel progialms hie ploty, |
sgain 3a%5 aigrere from the ather aseounts in that 1%
sttempbs to give o veason for Habbi Yehuiah's deebh, Sluilop
to Rebbi Aliba, he '
ediak, A In J bhe iz festing on the day of his dendh,

srpires

soaownt sluoly menti

tonches Toreh in defisnee of the Roman

Rabbi Beuben b, Ateruvel offers to teke bis pleoe and he o
fases greodousiy. He refuses to taste or onb anything befors
his denth, The encounter with Osesar releted In H i cnitted,
I thin aeetlion we are no longer deallng with nerely
wyaprtones of ankl-Chvigtiasn foeling,. Rebbl Yebudeh b, Babs



is openly contenpiuous of the suthoritlos. He hes no feap
$u proclaiming to Osemay himsell that Usesar is sinfwl and
that God will seok immedlighe vengesuss upon him, When hie
@leniples tell him to flatter Ceesar, he rofuses, saying

thet LT he 454 so, he would only sulfer the seme fate,. buk

murs lenebly. Later, bis splritusl joy vhen reglting the

. Senotifieation of the Day vemes Oassny o grestly thet he
s impedlate exeoution,

Al we ﬁ%@ﬁ?@ﬁﬁ dnbo the leter portlons of the nidyash,

sommends Yelad

lesn emphanis i placed by the auttiop{s) on the origiual

popason for the exeoutions of %hﬁ‘m@%%ywﬁg mﬁ@a&y@ that they

B %ﬁ&ﬁ@yﬁﬁ gxplate the sine of Joseph's byothers, snd meve |
aphanis i&:?ﬁﬁ%@ﬁ o the theme that Bome {(the Chureh) will f
suffer punishuent for its siaful deeds in golng beyond the |
role of belng

merely the instrument of God,

| PP BAERT VEH B DAVA Bhdn on

in Hy 4% is slbated that Rabbl E@%@%ﬁh'ﬁ% Dama wae alain _
on ﬁ@@%{ﬁhﬁvﬁﬂﬁhﬁ ‘This would golnoide with the date off e |
goution reported for Habbl Ishuael and Rabibl Tindon b Con
lied. A %mf%%@ gase of Rebbi Yehudah b Baba, Babbi
Yohudsh by Dans 1o pal
to fulfill the compendment of the festival. Unevar aske hiw
what hie pevward will be for the otudy of Torah, VWhen he
roplics thob h&é mordd 8 stoved wp for the wordd 4o oome, |
Gswsar sooffs ab his belief in the 11fe to be, Rabbi Yehudsh
be Dome vepllies with the very coustle statemenb, "There ave

goaats bine

wenny whean he

=
5

1od betore o
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pe fools In the world crenter than you vho deny the Living
fods  Wos to you, wos bo your shame sod your veproach when
you #hall see up with the Lovd In the 1lghlt of 1ife and you
sholl dwsll in the nothereworld in the undersregions,®
faewar’s anger io kindled snd Rebbi Yehudah by Dune in drage
god by the head through the streets of Nome snd hie ﬁ@ﬁy in

Siononbared,

Elfjeh then cones apd burdes his 1isbe In & cave neap
The Tiber, The Remans hesr o volos crpylng Drom the save ﬁ@%
thirty daye and they oope to tell dasser, oppavently with
the aln of reguenting Caessr $o stop the peat of the oxesus
tlong. Bub he repliss, TIf the wordd wers ohanged to vold
sod nothingooss, 1 wouldd nod rest antll T fulfilled wy will
iﬂ,@ﬁﬁ @%ﬁ%ﬁ& o the %@ﬂ gogen, as ¥ heave sworn.®

A vether sbrange lneldent followss One of the wise men
of Bome tells Cossar Bhat he had noted foollshly in the nate

oy of the Lon sagew. He prediets thet Ood will punish

Jaevar,  Oegser®s asnger 18 indled and he orders that the
wise wan be strengled. The wise nam purdfies himseld and
after he is straagled, he san no longer be Tound, ﬁ%ﬁﬁ&@
g frightened, but he 1s otill sob dlosuaded feon ﬁ%@%ﬁiﬁ%
out his intentions toward the ten BARE, |

This sestlon of ¥ i Interesting from seversl etande
points, It differs from the eoucluding seotions of the othep
reoenzlong In thad

bon nopon are menbioned In & content dhsd

would stress the fept that they were killed in the same porded
of time, The £inal portlons of J, Py and BA syve ged up In o



form that mekes hthe swesulions of the rabbls seen separabe
ianidente, not neoessarlily ooourlng durdng the eame perioed
of Hime, H sosss o Do the only wersion whioh, at the end

of the regsnslong scens o plok up the thene of the Len sages

belog slaln sontenporensounsly.

In this section, so In bthad desling with the death of
Rabbl Yehudeh b, Baba, Usessr s not serely the lngtrument
af God for the explation of the sing of the brothers of
dJoseyh. He 1o wermed several tizes and refuges of his own
wild to stop the exeoutions of the rebbis, Voreover, wo have
Bhe wsioue sltustion of one of the Fomen lesders contonding
b

for tho rabble,. The exesubioners mentioned 1 the lnoldey
of the wartyrdoms of Rabbl fimeon b. Camliel aud Rabbl
Hondns be Tersdyon died fov sellicoh mpotiven, 0 sssure theme
selves a sloaoe In the world to oome, Dot here we have 3
eans of & nonedey defendlng the Jews on the hooslis of thely
badng holy petsples Perheps, this is an stbompt 40 pralise
those non~dows who were truly Chydstisn In thelr aetlons and
ing

whe openly defied the suthoribien by protect Jows and

glving sussor 40 them.

-{y e [ g-ﬁ Wﬁuzﬁv %Z‘f#g;@ 3,,;&

The exetubleon of Rabbhl Rubspld the Depouwnder follows,
I% i related thet he ls oue hundred and thirty yeayrs old
at the time of his exesubion. He reguests of Coesor thed
he be allowed o fulfill the sommandnent of roading the

Shems and asorlblog soverslignty 4o God's neze before he diss,



>

facany iz contempbusus of him, deslering thebt 1T he God of
Hubeopdt had strongth bhe would have slready sont delliverencs
Ho bhe eabbis, Habbl Hubspilb ﬁ@%ﬁﬁ_h&% gorswnts and prediehs
that Jod will pwoelsh Coesar, COsesar ondere his lmmediate
axsoution. It 1s pelated thet Cassar's prinoss and wise
men geal pernission $o bury Rebbl Hulepll propordly. This
st of oompasaion on the pard of ponfows uay be anohhop
attenpt to pralse geabliles who were %ﬁ%@&ﬁﬂ@%@@q&m thelr
aotions towerd Jews. {(#e6 also the Dweoution of Rabbi Yee
hudsh be Dome HAGS 2B)

There then follovws in the nidrash briel desoriptlons
af the executlions ﬁﬁ ﬁ%ﬁ%iﬁ Handing b Baehinal, Jeshobab
thy Beribe, and Blaser by Hhenug
slgnifiosnt upon which te comment coneerning thelr exeous
wlong, J?ﬁ ?g? snd BAPS qirtor from B me to the order of
the executions end the nspes of those exeouded In this lowy

This suthor found nothing

part of the aidrash, A8 In H, the dengriptions of the popt
of the execsubions are seanty and reveal no sigaificsnt polvts

upon whish 4o sommend,



8

OHAPTER ITX  GOVERAL OBSERVATIONS
L RIORLE PIALTON OF a1

Afber our eompavison and sralyals of the four rosenniong

of the RMidrash I arab, thore ore ﬁﬁ?@ﬁ@ﬂ problens whloh

have arisen whish lond %“Q%QQEV@h o fuether Investlestlon.
e of the aost striling of these %o poassd by 2 ﬁagﬁiﬁm§% W
makeg %%% vory portinent poeind thet the Jdes of rabbls atone
ing fop the evimes of others is largely f@f&iﬁ% o Biblieal
and Rebblole Judalen, Wby did vhe rabblz ook s@ﬁiy o Cpasay
with £he ﬁﬁ%&iﬁ%& phrases, "1 *“@ Towd hﬁ ﬁ@m am oo Jeslous

ol Wiﬁiﬁﬁﬁ? the sinz of the fﬂ*%wWﬁ ﬂﬁﬁ% %hﬁ%w whildren

Ho tﬁm @hi%ﬁ B fﬁﬁ?ﬁ% sonmrat i@ﬁ% af Maﬁﬁ ﬁmﬁt H%%% e and
&h&wigﬁ m@*ﬁg wake the thousendih ?%u%?&ﬁiﬂﬂ.%f @%ﬁﬂ Bhad
wendnente,® (fEadug 2015+8), ar "In

those ﬁag% @h@@ #hall say no mere! trhe aa%“@yn havy saben

iﬁ?% amﬁ boap Hy acom

'ﬁ@ww ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ ﬁﬁd the @miﬁﬁ@@ﬁﬁﬁ %@@%& &%ﬁ %&% L @f;@ﬂ

there may be nn %ﬁ@@%&?%ﬁiﬁ eutlook in this mﬁ@w&ﬂh whidah,

way be traged bask to the pecha.  He proposes the theowry

that the authors of 4he nldvash ware of that group of pabbis

whe took oredence In the predictions and propheclies of the
nonmcononical Llterature, In the Bpok of J 1t 18

phabed that the Jews should affiioh thenselves on the temdh

of the month {Yom Bippur) bhoesuse of the sin of the a&;& o
Josanh by hiz br (

athers, In the D)



b

Lo mentloned a sirdess, bLlameless one who atonss fopr the pins
af otherg, This ig strongly akiv 4o the conoept of Opigined
Hin, which Chelstionity sodopbed as o basie part of its theology.
Thore ig no doubb that Zeltlin le right when he supoostsa
thet there 1 sopebbhling strange In the Introductlon into the

Hidpash Ble Esleewah of the ssplanstion that the rabbls are

guploating by thelr denths tho sineg of the Lrothers of Joseph,
ven in ¥y thisz elenent o vetalned, oven as the 1desl of
martyrdon is stresssd more and nors, Could 1t bo thet the
authaors of the sldraph felt that se high an honor sg 44 in
to dle for one's Pfaith, for "Hidush Hofhen) 1t wes not enough
to explaln the desths of the ten mortyra? A8 was polnbed
out in the previcus sestions, bhe disoropannies in the 1isb
of the ﬁ%?ﬁ??ﬂ in the vardous reognsions, the vroven fosh
that they conld nobt have iived ab the eame period of time,
indlenton that hlsgtoriond %ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁy was not uppermost in the
minds of the author(a) of this midresh, It would Indliente
bhot the authors of the nidvash were purposely srouping
the names of bten famous pabbls together to strose the ldeal
of martyrdom as & high ldeal o be stbalned,

ip there enything ln our tradition o indlieate thet the
rabbin nogeptod the premise that one suet nbtone for the sing
of otheral? Is thove anything ﬁﬁ indiooto that this sonsent

b $o0 be retsined throughout the development of tho midrash,
even though 1t sesmad to be contradistory to other slemente

strossed in the midrash, sucsh as the souls oF the rightoous
sarving ss merlt for sunsesding generations? Fiﬁ%ﬂiﬁ%&iﬁ?%

poens Lo ignors thisg DPROw



blem oompletely, He mevoely enpheslzes the polnt that the

vobbis are exemplifying the eals of masbyrdon fov the sale

of the vromgrvation of the falth, ne 414 the Cheistian nartyro.
Bk bhe problon ronsins and 4% ssonod be lgnored. An

investigation of Sraditlons) sourses would indleste thel the

rabbis, an o whole, uwheld the seineiple that ssoh individual
e regponsible for his own sineg, that saoh nerson e Tree
#ille or the power 40 chooso between %zﬁwyﬂﬁ%i?%gﬂ Bliute
thers L8 po sooh thing as Jowloeh dopms, e doss find 450
fepronves of &ﬁimi&m.ﬁmﬁm@ the ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ o this @@@iﬁ@ Aoy
Abrn @&iﬁ?g "Woe unbe the wicked, Net only do they inouw
gudit, g they iﬁvﬁiw@ theolr children snd thelr chlldren's
shildren te the ond of all generadions,” In ather words,
saoh ganeretion eompletely fdentifles Lltsell with the prevoeds
Ing oner and nseumes responsibility for thely misdecdn. DButb
wot even from this rensoning eruld ono deduee thal &%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁg
gonoretions must atone for the misdeeds of others, The sins
of vrevious penerstions do have offoots on susvosding monnis
ahiong, Ye canpnot sxpect the asons to be gompliebely diworeed
Teom the astions of thelr fathers nor without & fedling of
rogponeibility o see thal these slon are not wopsstad,

Thers in only one event in the %i@iw?ﬁ whare yanishoent
1n moted out to penepations vast the foupdth aod thab in in
rogard to the Ilneldent of the Golden Oglf whore 1t extends
to the twenty-foupth conembtion. This Jdewarturs From the
por oagurs only besause this wvas o govere oeoupn pin and Lte

saverdty had bo be envhagsized by the vabbis, Tut in oup



A

midragh the sartridon of the vabbls tebes ploce some 1600
paars alter the ssle of Jogevh, and thers is nothing in our
tradition o indleste thal 1t wos connlidorsd sush a great

: X il 5‘&%

2o exceph for the veferenses bo It 2u sush in e B

76 and in tke vecensions,

The only other plase whers the rabble strass the asspect
pf susoseding generations paying for the slne @fﬂ?ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ%
ones 1o In the onse of Adsm. Rebhinle sourses relatel ! Lhot
begause %f‘ﬁﬁ% aln of Adam in the Darden of Sden, he lost
fhe right to lmmortellily and muonseding ﬁ%ﬂ%#ﬂ%iﬁﬁ%'%@ﬁ&%ﬁ

pubjent to death, Pub even the conseguences of Adem's gin

z EeneHe

have mﬁﬁgﬁwﬁ;gﬁ dn with atonement., The suscondi
thons wre sufforing the sonseauences of Adan’s sins in the
same way thet one's setlons muet, lnverdebly, affest the

Livwa @f't&@ next generatlon, Howover, the gonerations of

L lne

sy boat followed after Mom ave neb gl For the ging

of Adam which were hisz own responsiBility. The rabble eme
phaaise over and over agaln that sin in the result of one's
un wnhapporad cholee, One pipenbs for hls oin sing, neb

for those ol preceding peneratlong, Cohon pointe out thet

the nowsonuonleal 1iterature strospes man'a @%ﬂ‘fﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁimiliﬁy
for his cwn ﬁﬁﬁi@mﬁzg It Lo drue, hovever, a5 Gohon Indioeten,
that ether books of the shey do stress goneepts analagous
tepg £V o duslletio view

of hwmen slnfoiness ls enphobised, It &taﬁ@a?g that thers

o Original Bin,

in & pern of evil in evory man's heart thet he hop lrherited

from previous generations, stretobing brar $v the sing of



. Ap

Alan.  Pub agalng while he has lnherited the purn of evily

be dogs not atoue for the soblong of olherg. Morecsver, the
apoaryphal books were "hidden" yreslsely becsuse the rabbinie
teadition, In genoral, 414 not vecepnlze tholr aubhewdleldy.
T ggﬁ in the parsble of the tress, we do e whak
eculd be senaldered o valld Babbinie resson fov the fate of
the ton yabbls, It 1l shbated that beosuse the aristocrats
of the genoratlon prided themseolves that the sehoelaveblp of
he rebbds of the gendratlon could veplace the loss of the
Tomple, Cod put L6 inte the heart of the Ceesar to ebudy the
verae aboub & man selling hle brother, Accepbance of this
interpretasion would plece the swsoution of the martyes ob
least within the pane generalion as those who had siuoned,
Put, atill we have the problen of the rabbles ntonlog for
the sins of others, explsinable only 1€ the rabbls vho were
martyred vore anong the "aristoorats,” thopeby sxniating
voly thelr own slng,

Zm,J§3 the resgon 1o given in the opening

parekle thel
if Israel bad net ltought Ceesar Toreh, he would not have

gome aorons the verse aboub & man selling hils brother, As
was dlocusesed bofore, this would appesr W be an adnonliblon
sgainst the beashlng of Terah to gentiles, Bub e questions
romedn, vore the rebbliz gullty of suth 6 orine, and was 4t
sonaldered se great & sin thet 1t worvented the most severe
pemadty of death¥ Also in 4, we have the Insertion in which
4% iz rerated thet Caosar Lrought Rebbl Isbmacl belovs his

apd Rabbi Ishooel sohnowledmes that he ls the wmost handopme



men in

tihe wordd, Spesar Immodintely opders his exeoublon.

Brnin, 18 lmmodosty severe snowh s oin to waresnt doaih?

Thin ro

soenine would only, at any rete, ascound i

of Rabbi Ishmael,
Tn 411 four venensions, thepe i another matter which

may bon

Prry %%w Heanth

r unon the prables at hand, T all the vecensionn,

excont J, the Atbribute of Justice mokes the agsusation thed

B"O yorEs

te o v

petlath

be put

beothare soid hin into
by dost

reo vhich states, "and he that et sealeth o

in «gm Porah in gureriivous. Thevefors,; slope there

THeNy aaud

nim, or Af he be found In his hond, he shall suvely

to doath,"52 1% cammot be for nowght, If Joserh's

part of the verase that states auch n nin WH%%E

slavery snd they wore nob sunished

h for thie sin, oreswmably 1t would imply thet the

e pumished

in superflucun, TheraTore, LT the gin Tu nob heen axniated

&t the

in dha

time of the ineldent, 1t wust be expiated some time

Tuturs, Therefors, ten men whe Are aondvalent in

plehtecuenens to the brethera of Juseph wust be punlshed in

thelr visoe,

brathers of Joseph not sunished 8% %he tine of &

The questlon 1o never anewared, why wore the

he soled

Wiy won L4 necoospry o wald sush & lovg time for %ﬁ@iﬁm&%ﬁ?

It 1s stoted in the resensions that ten pightoous men muah

an fhe ¥

avar, 1

Divine
mer osn

dnsank,

en martyes aould nod % Forumd mﬁwii thath blume, Howe

ie sewnn rather Topesd, Apeln, 1% is

2l ied theb

Justise hes not been HOFLlled unless tem righteous

be fournd to explate the alnn ot the brothers of

However, 1% fe o rebbinis dootrine thad

godte fuae

&%



&4

Hlen 1o not & rigld, unbonding thing, It 1o always intrline
gioally bound wp with the Athedbubte of Verey. As Hoore '
ﬁt@ﬁ%%¥$§ "ged's precteral Justiece does not mean that, haviag
given lawes and pbbachsd pensrsl op speollie pﬁﬁﬁmﬁiﬁﬁ B the
violatlion of them, he Inflexibly sxscbs thevhole ponaliy of
erery imfym@ﬁiﬁﬁ by trenspresslon op ﬁ%gi@ﬂﬁ?vﬁgﬁgiﬁ noh

Pl gm&%&wé of lnexereble lew, nor of sn lmpericusl divine
attribute, but of an ollewise snd sllenlzhty sovereien whons
end 18 not the vindigation of the law op his oun pwjesty,
not the demonsbrebion or pedialactlon of & yﬁaiiﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁxy
sonessved &ﬁ%ﬁ%&mﬁﬁﬁ wt the beat inbterests of the Individund,

the people, the race, and the fulilllment of his great pups

pose Lo the uplversel pelgn of God.,  Bven vhen the sentence
e proncunced, he dgan pevebke it and pardon,” The Jusry, o
the rebbles, wee not an end Jn Lbaell, 14 1s mosnt %0 ald
the individusl Yo Live gn ethloel snd holy 1i7¢. 11 seoms
ingoengruous bo think theb God would terder moray towerd the
brothers of Joseph sad exael it from the mortyps vho 414 not
Bia

From hle lowpebigatinuge bhls aubthor soncludes theat the
fden of an Individusl ezpioting by his dealh the alns of
pbhors appears to be forelgn to febbinle Judalen, A8 tvup
welobed oul belore, there 1s no doms on Whiis matier, The
ondy casges in whileh we heve sln explabed for by otheys ia
in the osse of the Golder Uslf, sard in the relevenses ip

be Lo the sinless, Dlapeless one whieh wepe shabed

before, The provalling mabbinie thought throughout history



45

hoas been the thesis that oaeh individusl la sesponsible foe
bie oun pine and pod for thome of othorg. %ﬁ& faoh that an
spposite thesie ls meintelssd throvghout the four recensions
wmed the selicha s pogeling. Could thin thesels represent

s pravalling spoeslyptic view 1n Judelsn throughout the
geonio Periods Ourrent sourees do nod glve us apy divestion
for further invesblpetlon,

During the Saonie and Talowdie Peviode, sogels ave
nontioned gulite often In rabbinie literature, Howgwer,
they play a ebrdetly subsorvient pole to Cod in all oaspo,
In the myetiesl 1iterature, sngels are frecuoently nentioned
and we have g very vivid desaripbion of the Wesverdy Ouupd
with angels peyforning verious spboervient DTunotlons, The
v pessnslon 1 & very good emsmple of this rolle, ploe
turing the Divine Palese and Theons, with angels guapding
the seven gates to the Palace, The srghangels sush as Hobae

tron and Oebriel possoss the »ight to aspprossh the Divine
Prosenoe, In other nopenysiles] webbinie doouments, aogels
perforn bhely funstion of belne wmeonsengers from God Yo pan,
Wo see sxamplen of thiz funetlen in the otber repanaions
when Metatron and Gebriel are sent down to the wife of Rebbd
ﬁﬁﬁﬁ ﬁﬁﬁ whan the sume sngels are sent dows to ask Rebbli
Isimasl to atop hin ovien. H@@@w-ﬁ@ the anpgele have say
mope povwer than theb whieh Lo glven them by Gods The winlse



tering anpels are ponbloned in Talmdie sourcas 4 heaping
the preyers of san 4o God, Bab the eophasis fa Rabblele
gouress Ao upen divest proayer without any interasedlarien,
It fs vteted In the Talmudle pansages that the sogeles 444
not understand Aramsdae {he vernanuler tongue) Wb only
prayers ubtered in the holy bongue, ﬁ@%ﬁﬁ@%é The Falenblnlan
Todooud denies the need Loy angals serving as Interwedinrien
at a1155 |

God sesks sdvise from his Ysevenly Court, bubt Sod's

Ars prevaila, Hoove brings oub & very lnteresblog

poind. He %ﬁ&%%& that angels in lster %%ﬁmﬁm&% aouPGeR nean
to serve the Dunstion of o homlletlosl &a%%a&ﬁﬁ Hathap

b
diveobly, sogels seyve the funoblon of ashilng thess ﬁuﬁﬁtiﬁﬁﬁ&

oy by @m@ﬂ%ﬁ@%&&y Godts setlions

tha male mon Soen Drow

This way be the saplamslion of why in o7 408
alous guestion, %?i%ﬁgé’ had oy

gl ask the roether suds

rightoous men ar Rabbl Tshoeeld ressived suoh o punishpend
ge the horelible doath by Claying? Is this the rewerd fue
the otuldly of the Towah? Perbhaps this in relloobive of an

slement in the nidresh $het webels spainet the desth of
rghtoous men whe are not dying for thelr own slne. However,
the gusetion gonnot beo ssled dlvestly. Therefove, ampele.
gorre the fanobicon of stebing 1%, They sosume the role of
ftamiliey servants®, who, as Moore ﬁﬁ&%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ san maise obe
joations or remonstrate with their Maoter, something that
an hiusell lo not able to Ao

They sleo serve as & means of God's Justifylop His ways.

48



In ald the regensilons, an atbempt Ls made to Jusbify Rabbl
Tehwesl's eruel fabe by baving God reply %o the sngels that
Bis death will be & merlt for the peneratlions ho oong,

Moore also ralsse another inbereshlos ﬁ%iﬁ%%x The
sopels have grester bpowledge than man, espesially knowledpe
ol the fubure, DPut thely Imowledge is “derivitive,” o kind
wpning.”  Whal they hesp, they heor Ivom "bebhind

of "paveswds
the Ourtain,” Io sll four yeosmsions, 1% 16 by esves-iropw
ping thet Gabriel and Uetatron hesr of the fale of the ten

waptyrs from behind the Cortaln Shat hange

‘before the

Ronvertly Throws. The sngels have sosess to Informatlon

Freom the Diviae Feesencs, Dot they kow oply whet God chooses
mow God's intentione 1n

he Lot thom huowi they sansob

advandy,

wholee o bo & ey which osn unlosl the pest and rovesd
to ue the thoughies of the rebbinie mind.

It has shown us that the autbers of the Midrash HL

ol vere not of one mind with wegerd fo thelr ghilosophy

g theology, Contredivlory themes, sweb a5 the merbyred

?ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ dyldog as & vicarious explation of sin veraun the napdyre
g rebbls dylug to provide merid for succssdling penevatlons,
are found throupghout the sidresh, This nldresh 1z & relleos

&y



Ag

tion of the congbant bebtle of idess whish reged se Judsion
sompared, discerded, adapted, snd grew, The grestness of
Judaion 1les in the faeb thet thome whe AlfTered were net
supprensed, b were froe %o alv thelr thoughls, with the
sommunity of Israsl ss the inel Julge,

Bubstantial orool has been offered that the mﬁ%ﬁ body
97 the midrash wes from the lster Oeonle or nedliavel veriod,
While never explisitly mentionsd ap such, tho Uhurch gan be
Wentifiod no the "Rome” of the midraeh, a8 the eprressor
ol the Jows. It wae during this nerled that thousands of
Jewn suffered sertyrdom, T4 would sven that fle perlod
would be the most a%?@ﬁ@@ﬁ% time for the atory of the tem
nartyrs to serve af mn Inepliring exemple %o the oppressed
and persecuted Jewlah m%ﬁﬁﬁ%i%i%%m

Theve are pusalisg probleme and unanswered questions
in this midrach, guch s the matter of viesrious eupiation
of ain and the "mirasulows" birth of Nabbi Ishazel, One
een but sonjesture ae to thelr full implisstions, but they
40 point out to us interesting paths for further oxplovetion

and atudy.
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