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S Y N 0 P S I S 

The basic quest1ion which I have attempted to answer 

h1. t.h:ls thesis is;why was Elijah ch01:4en by the Haggadists 

to play the m:::rn:y roles in which we find him throughout 

Jewisr~ writings. He is pictured as the herald of the 

JVlessiah, the counselor of' the Habbi.s, the advlso1
1 

and 

defender of the people, and the censor of the wicked. 

Why is it that none of the other ppophets are granted 

this dtstir•.ctlon by the Haggadists'? 

rrhe conclusions at which I arrived in my summary 

cb.apte1" are that Blijah i.vas a popular figure in folk li.-

terat1.n·e, no'G only i.n post-Biblical times but also before 

the canonization of the Old Testament. He was a man of 

rnystery, about whom people knew very little except that 

which they made up tliEHnse1v·es. 1l 1he only event which bears 

some resemb1nnco to an actual occuX!!Bnce in the Biblical 

narrative is the contest on Mount Carmelo This, I believe, 

is the genesjs of the Elijah legends and stor1.os. As with 

any popular foJk chBract01•, the prophet who partlcipated 

in the contest on Carmel became tho center of legendary at .. 

tention as tho sto1\y was pas:3ed down through the centurie~:i. 

Thus, there was an oral tradition concerning Elijah even 

befor0 tho Old 'l'es tarnen t was cocU.f'ied o 'l'his traoJ.tion 

wa8 onl;r carried on by the later Haggad:i.sts., 

l'iy first chaptor w5.tld.n this dlssertatlon deals 

wi tb. the Bibllcal story i::w it appoars :tn F'b:>st and Second 

~~~~---------------------------



i 

I 
l 
i. 

f'. 
r~: 

I; 
fl 

l. 

--" -~---~-- -~---- ------

•' 

... ''Iii.· 

Kings. ·In the second chB_ptcr, I concentrate on tl:rn Httmnpts 

of tho Haggadists to idont:tfy Elijah and plaee him in ti.me 

spaceG Thon I retell the Biblical story again but this time 

embell is hod wt th the f'olklore of the later writers, and my 

final chapter is devoted to a tr-eatrnent of the Hessisnlc 

role of Elijah as found in Jewi.sh and Ch:ristiB.n sourcoa. I 

deal with this facet of th~ later Haggadic material only 

because I found it to be the topic: which received bb.e most 

attention from later writers. 

Upon the advice of rriy Heferee, D1•0 · Sandmel, I have 

also included a critical Bibliography to aid and as81st 

othe1~s who may be interested. ln purm.J.ing this subject fur-

therQ My personal opinion as to the stox•:te:3 contained wi-

thin the Biblical narrative and the legendary material have 

been reserved for the notes 8.:nd the surnmiu•y chapter' ::w as 

not to disrupt the contlnulty of the matEn•ial presented 

within thB thesiSoea 
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I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 

The ubiquity of Elijah,the prophet, within Jewish 

folklore has, for a great whll.e, intrigued me and, at the 

~rnme ti.me puzzled me,. Why, I he.ve asked myself',, w~_s Elijah 

chosen to be the everprt~sent counselor, advisor or censor• 

of the Jew:t::ih people, c1.S illus t:r>ated within the legend:::i and 

homely tales? Were the1•e not gr•eater Bi bl teal characters, 

such as Moses, or one of' the Pe.triar-chs upon whom this 

honor could hmre been bestowed? In an attempt to find the 

answer to these questions, I have investigated the subject 

of Eli.jab. and thj_~1 dissertation contains the r•esul 'cft of my 

studies in the fieldo 

In order to lay the groundwork fox• the 1ateP Hag~ 

gad1.c tJ:•eatment of the character~ gJ.ijah, I have devoted 

my entire first chapter to the Biblical narrative as it ap-

pears in First and Second Kings@ Beginning with tho second 

chapter, I hai.re presented the legendary material dealing 

w:tth the Biblical. Elijah. 

Due to time and space limitations, I have not been 

able, withi.n this paper, to pursue the topic throughout 

the vast amount of later legendary material which, al though 

impoPtant, is not primarily concerned with the Biblical 

tale. I l:rn.ve, however, in assess:ing tho later materia.l, 

come to the conclusions that Elijah's messianic role received 

the greatest attention from the lfaggadists. rrherefore, my 
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f:i.:fth chapte1~ deals exclusively with thls facet of Elijah's 

post-Biblical career. 

In the collection of the legends I am greatly indeht-

eel to Ginzburg 1 s Legends. of the Jews, to which I referred 

.for many, if not most of my sources, and from which I ob-

tR.i11ed many of the legends concernlng the pr1 ophet, Elijah. 

My purpose, of course, is not to dupl:Lcate the treatment 

of the subject as lt appears :ln Ginzbu:r.'g, but to glve a 

clearei:•, more C".omprehens iblo vi.ew of the topic~ 

I have refrained from making any personal judgments 

on the materlal throughout the thesls so as to allow the 

reacle:r• to peruse the dlsrrnrtntion and, without any inhlbi t-

lng or influencing remarks on my part, arrive at his own 

conclus:ton. Hath.er,, I have designated my aim opinions and 

impres~d.on.rJ for the r1otes and the suimnHryo It is in th:ts 

last chapte:r•.. It ir3 in thls last chapter• that I try to 

answer the question as to why .l.Gl:tjah assumed so much popu·~ 

18.r:t ty within the consc:tousness of the J·ewlsh peoplo and 

thelr fo1ktales .. 

In conclusion, it is my sincere desire that the 

reader mer seek to learn more about the character which I 

have presented, and may possibly,_ dI•aw conclusions of h:ts 

own which may add a new dimension to the material written 

about the p1'ophet, Elijah .. 
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C H A P T E R I 

THE BIBLICAL ELIJAH 

Durin.g the r·eign of Ahab, the son of Omri, in the 

fir,st hal.f o.f the nlnth century, :Elijah the "'rishbite" 

suddenly appears in. Isr•ael. Accordlng to tll.e acconnt in 

I Kings, Elijah 1 s appeax•ance is unpredic tecl; his blrth is 

unknown; and his homeland, or city, is br1.efly.mentioned. 

"Elijah the 'rishbi te, who was from the dwelleI•s of Giliad11 

(I K., 17ol) 1 is the only mentlon of lineage,or resldence, 

2 in the Biblical rw.x•rat:tve. · 

He appea1"'ed w:i. thou t .fo1 .. ewarning bef01?e Ahab~ the king 

of Israel and hts first recorded words were a curse hurled 

aga:Lnst the land and the inhab:t tan.ts therein. Hts di1"e pre

dictions, of' a lack of rain and dew for some years,, seem to 

come without provocatione It is possible that the curse was 

a rebu.ke to Ahab for his apostasy, and to Hiel for rebulld

ing Jericho@ (Chapter 16). These events preceded thB ap

peara.nce of' .Elijah and, therefor•e, m:i.ght explain hts mottve 

for- uttering such e. d:latribe against the land., 

He further states that this curse will not be re-

lievecl unt:ll. he, Eli.jah, c1eciden to again allow the rain 

to fall., 3 His statement being, "there shall not be, these 

years, dew and rain, except accor•ding to my wor•dn(17.,1) o 

After placing this curse on Ahab and the land, the 

narr·a.tive continues with God telling El.ijah to flee "east-

ward" ( 17 o 3) and hide by the "brook Cher:'L th which is befox•e 
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the Jordan" (17 .3). 'l1here a mire.culous phenomenon has been 

prepared to sustain him in the form of the ravens, who had 

been commanded by God to feed him while he was in hiding (17 .4.) o 

Elijah followed the bidding of God and went to hide 

by the brook (17.5). ~:here, the ravens obligingly brought 

him' his meals twice a day (17.6). But after a while, his 

stay by the brook, from which he took drinking water, ·wa:;,1 

ignobly disrupted when the stream dried up be ca.use 11 ther•e 

was no rain in the landn(17,.7) Hence the seve1•ity of' his 

curse even affected him$ and he was forced to leave his 
. r.'. 

hiding place and seek shelter elsewhere.... The author• of the 

story wrote that God told him to go to Zarepath,, and there, 

dwell with a widow whom God had also commanded to sustain 

hlm (17.,8-9). 

Again Elijah followed God's instructions and went to 

Zarepath which belonged to, Sidon ( 17., 9). Zarepath wa.s in 

Phoen:l..cia, "about four hours journey south of Sidon, 116 andll 

therefo1"e, out of the bou:ndarles of Isre.el, and remote from 

.the wrath of Ahab and the people. 

In Zarepath he met the w:i.dow whom God had chosen to 

provide food and housing for hima He asked her to fetch 

him some water·, which she immediately did, without question. 

But when he asked for "a plece of bree.d" (17.10-11), she 

hesitated,, and said the. t she had only enough flour and oil 

for one la.st meal. This meagre portion was the only thing 

which sepera ted her son, and herself, from starvation. 

Elijah again asked her to make one last cake and brtng the 

first portion to him; the rest she and her son could eat e 
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He justified this request by telling her that the Lord has 

said: 1tThe jar of flour shaJ.l. not be consumed nor the cruise 

of oil until the day that the Lord will give ratn upon the 

face of the earth 11 (17.14). Afte1"" hearing this, she did 

as Elijah. h.a.d requested of her, and God 1 s promise was ful

filled throug.hout the dur•ation of the famine. 

All was peaceful in the house of the widow, who sus

taJ.ned Elijah, until her son fell gravely ill, and his con

dition w~1s so serious "that there was no breath left wit]::iin 

him" (17 .17).. In th1.s trying moment the widow lost her com-

d 1 d di t . b . t ·.:.·11 . h . • " h J. posure an . oose a. a r1 e agains· ~ . Ja., saying. w a~ 

have I to do with you, O man of God, that you have come to 

me to recall my slns and to cause my son to die'.? 11 (17.18). 

Thls reaction to her gr:'Lef did not anger Elijah but rather,, 

filled him with compassion.., He took the body of the dead 

boy to his room, laid him down upon his bed,, and cried out 

against the Lor•d,, asking Him why he had.1brought this "ev:l1 

upon the w:tdow" ( 17. 20 )i, with whom he dwelt. '11he11 he 

stretched himself out upon the boy three times, pray1.ng to 

God to return the boy 1 s soul, i:.md. p'.J'.!oceeded to revive the 

son of the widow. 

When he brought the boy down al:i.ve to his mother 

she acclaimed him a true·"man of God" with "the word of' 

the Lord 11with.in (17.2/-1-) his mouth;~. 

Durlng the three years of the famine we ht"far nothing 

more about Elijah. The tale resumes in the third year 

when God tells Elijah to go show himself to Ahab, at which 
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time God will again cause the rain to fall upon the land. 

On his way to see Ahab, Elijah met Obediah who had be-

friended and hid the hundred Pl"Ophets of the Lord, when 

Jezebel sought to slay them. Elijah instr•ucted Obedlah 

to go and tell Ahab the.t he was on his way to meet him. 

But Obediah was afraid that while he was gone "the spirit 

of the Lord" (lB.12) would ca:rr•y Elijah to some unknown 

place, thus making false hi.s words, with the result that 

·4 

Ahab, in his anger, would kill him. He reasoned this from 

the fact that Ahab had sent him throughout the lands of the 

ea1"th to fi.nd Elijah, and now, claiming to have found him; 

if his repo11 t would prove err•oneous, it would mean his life. 

Elijah, to allay his fears, said that he would do~· 

finl tely show himself to Ahab; and with this assurance, 

Obediah reported his encounter· with Elijah to Ahab.. Ahab 

then "went out to meet Elijah" (18 .. 16). 

Upon meeting El:i.jah, Ahab accused him of causing 

t1~ouble to come upon Israel. Elijah answered, that .it was 

Ahab, who, through his apostasy, was causing the evil to 

fall upon the land (namely the famine). It was at this 

point that Elijalt .issued the famous challenge to the King 

to bring the "t~.50 prophets of Baal and the l.~00 prophets of 

Ashera" (18 .. 19) '.;,. to Mount Carmel, for a contest of their.• 

respecti.ve strengths., 

The contest on Carmel is the high point of the story~ 

It does more than elevate the character, Elijah; it also 

announces t.ha t God is the supreme Ruler of the world. In 
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the e·yes of the people who witnessed the contest there was 

no doubt as to who was the greatest prophet, or the real 

deity: it was Elijah and Yahweh. 

Ahab did as Elijah had instructed him, and gathered 

the prophets, and also all of' the people of Israel on Mount 

Carmel. '11hcr•e, before the contest began, :Elijah asked the 

people, 11 how long will you stumble between two opinions 11 'i' 

(18 .. 21) If.' Yahweh is God,, worship only Him; but tr Baal is 

God then commit yoursebres to him.. Here was tho stated pur

pose ·or the contest; to show who was The God. 

Elijah gave the instructions for the preparation of 

the bullocks upon the al tar. Then he isEmed the challenge 

that the 11 God who answers with fire will be THE God" (18.24). 

The prophets and the people agreed with the procedure and 

the contest was under way .. 

In almost a ludicrous fashion, the prophets of Baal 

begged, conjoled, danced, stumbled and lasc<.~rated themsel·ves 

until their blood flowed out upon their• bodies, but without 

.any answer f:t•om their 11 god11 ., This fanatic folly went on 

past the noon hour and continued 31 while Elijah mocked and 

scorned their god, until late a.fte1•noon, when Eli.jah called 

a halt to their unsuccessful actions. At the time of the 

meal offe1 .. ing he ca,lled the people together, 11 and they all 

drew near unto him and he repaired the al tar of the Lord 

which had been ove1•thrown11 (18.JO)<) He dedicated the altar 

in the name of the Lord, laid out the wood,, cut up the bul

lock, and placed it upon the al tar. To make h:t.s task more 
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difficult, he had. water poured upon the al tar three times., 

so much water, in fact, that it filled the trench surround-

ing the alta:c•. ttAnd it was at the time of the meal o.ffer.ing 11 

(18.,36) that Elijah pr·ayed unto t.he Lord.11 asking Him to ans-

wer, so that the people would know that He is God.. Sudden·~ 

ly, the fire of the Lord rained down, 1gni ting the al tar of 

wood and stone, totn.lly consuming 1 t, i t;s dust, and even 
10 

the water in the trench. Whe1~eupo:n the people "fell upon 

their faces and twice said, 11 the l~ol'd_, He is The God 11 18., 39. 

Elijah had won the battle fox• Yahweh, and establ:i.shed 

in the process, that he was a true prophet of God; able to 

produce miracles befor>e all the people with :che aid of God,. 

With such authority vested in him, by mutual consent, he 

ordered the destruction of the prophets of Baal0 After the 

people nad destroyed the alien pr•ophets by the brook of 

Kishon, Elijah i.nvited Ahab to eat and drink, for rain was 

coming., Saying this,, Elijah went to the top of Carmel and 

"boved himself down to tb.e ground, and put his face between 

his knees" (18,,!+2), to Pl"ay for :r•ain. Seven tim.es he sent 

his servant lad to see if there was a cloud a.rising from 

the sea, whi.ch would forecast rain,, On. the se-vEmth tirno,, 

the lad saw a cloud ·which grew so la1•ge that "the heavens 

grew black with the clouds and wind, and there was a g1"eat 

rain" (l8,.l1 .. 5).. Just as Elijah had predicted so it happened. 

With the rain pouring down, and the 'hand of God' upon 

him.11 Elijah gil"ded up his lo:tns and ran before Aha.b to the 

entrance of' the city of Jezreel (18~1.~6) e 
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When Ahab reached Jezreel, ahd related the death of 

the prophets to Jezebel, she sent a note to Elijah swearing 

to kill him as he had had her prophets killed. With this 

threat hanging over him, he ran from his abode and fled in

to the wildex•nes s. On the way, he left his servant lad in 

Beer Sheba, and f1"'om there, traveled alone fo1" one day. 

Sitting beneath a broom tree, in the wilderness, he begged 

God to take his life. He was obviously tired of the 

threats and fears whlch had befallen him in his life • 

An Angel of the Lord later found him asleep and 

proceeded to wake him~ He showed Elije.h a cake bal{ed on 

hot stones, and bade him to eat it, which he did, and 

pr•omptly fell asleep againo After the flrst meeting, 

the angel returned age.in and told him to eat anothe!' cake, 

for he was going to take a long journey., '11his time, how

ever, after he had consumed the meal, he arose and traveled 

forty days and fo:l:'ty nights to Mount Horeb, 11 the mountain 

of God" (19.8). During the entire tr•lp he was susta.:tned 

by the food which he ate in that second meal. 

After arriving at Horeb, he came to a cave in which 

the word of God came to him and asked h:i.m, almost indignant ... 

ly, what business he had in the cave. Tb.is gave him an op

portunity to state his case b~fore God. He said: "I have 

been extremely jealous for the Lord, God of Hosts, for 

the Children of Isr•ael have forsaken your covenant and 

overthrown your altars and killed your prophets with 

the sword and I, I alone am left and they sought to take 
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my life" (19.lO)o 

After he had ma.de thls accusation, implying that he 

wanted revenge, a gx•eat wind and ear•thquake occurc~d,, but 

God's answer was not in them .. After the two holocausts 
11 

had subsided, a still small voice was heard , and Elijah, 

:i.n reverence, "wrapped his face in a mantel, and went 

out and stood by the door of the cave---and behold a voice 

came saying; iwhat are you doing here Elijah1 11 (19el3) 

Rather than change the ne. tur.e of the wording of his 

accusation, Elijah again restated wha.t he had said in 

answe:P to th:ts question before. 1l'hus, Elijah's unco111p1 ... o-

mising retlu•n forced God to tell hlm to return and anoint 

Hazael, as king of Aram., Yehu, as king of Israel, and most 

important, Elisha, as his successoro 'l1his was a direct 

rebuff to Elijah. Elijah felt that he had done all the 

Lord's bidding, and yet, at the moment when God could sup-

8 

port his c~use, he was told to appoint a successor, for his 

job was coming to an end. ElishR was to be a "prophet in 

his stead" (19.16). 

Elijah said no more, but instead, God continued speak&· 

ing, and predicted the downfall of all the people of ·Israel, 

save seven thousand,11 who were to rema:ln f'e.ithful to Him. 

It seemed ·that, afteJ> all, Elijah was to have his :r•evenge., 

but Elisha, Jehu and Ha.zael would take it for him. He 

. would not be thert1. On this note, Elijah left Horeb. 

· From Horeb, Elijah ·went to find Elisha, and came 

upon him wh:U.e he was plowing a field.. He cast his ms.ntle 
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upon him, thus designating Elisha as his successor. But 

Elisha, al though willing to follow Elijah, i~equested that 

before they leave,, he be p0rmitted to say goodbye to his 

pa:r>ents. At that moment,, when Elijah gave him pe:r>mission 

to do so,, he regreted he sa.id, "Go,, 1•etu:r.•n,, f'or what have 

9 

I done to you?" (19.21) El:i.sha did so, and then returned to 

Elijah, and became his apprentice. 

After thi.s tender episode, the Biblical narrative 

switches from Elija.h to tell the story of Ahab and Naboth1 s 

vineyar•d, The Bible tel.ls of Ahab acquiring the vineyard 

through treachery executed by Jezebel., Elijah then ap ... 

pears, and we see another facet o.f' his career and personality. 

Elijah, in this sequence of events, is the censor of the 

k:lng 1 s g:r.~eed and actions. 

Af'ter Na.both had been storn3d, and Ahab had taken po-

session oJ' the vineyard, Elijah, acting upon Uw wo1~d of 

d f t a h b • tb t 12 l:r.,., d. t ~ Go, con ron e. A a in s s·olen garden. .1~ pre ia·eQ 

not only Ahab's doom, but, also the doom of his household 

and hls wife. '11he words of Elijah were so har•sh and d:i.s ... 

t1•essing, that Ahab, upon hear"i.ng them, immediately became 

penitent, and to1"'e hts clothing, as if in mourn:i.ng. God, 

in see:i.ng this, and bei.ng merci.ful, lnform<~d Elijah that 

the downfall of the house of Ahab would take place in th~? 

days of his son rather than in Ahab's dayo 13 Neverthe-

less, Ahab's death would be ext1•emely ignoble. F'or• his 

many si.ns,, he was rewapded with the promise t.'1at dogs 

will lick his blood. This p1•edicti.on came true to the 
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last horrid detail. 

The story then becomes concerned with Ahaziah, the 

son o.f the des.d king, Ahab, who had fall en ill. As may have 

been the pra.c ti.ce, he sent l:ds mes se:ngers to Baal-Zebub, 

the god of .J:kron,, to find out whether or not he would re-

cover.. Then s.n angel of the Lord, appeared to Elijah and 

told him to go out and meet the messengers of the king, and 

predict the death of their• master~ Elijah hearkened to the 

wc~rds of the angel and did as he was commanded.. When the 

messengera returned to the king with his dir•e ora.cl.e, 

Ahaziah sought to find out the identity of the prophet, 

who had predic tod hl s doom. And, when told of tl"l.e prophet 1 [3 

appearance, by his messengers, the ldng realized that th0 

man whom they had met, was none other than Elijah, th0 see1"' 

who::.rn prophecies concerning hi.s i'ath0r, were all too t:r."'ue, 

Prompted by the fea.r o.f El:l .i ah 1 s mEHl sage, Ahaziah, 

in anger, sent one of h:i.s captains, with a complement of 

fifty troops, to bring Elijah to the p.9 .. la.ce. r_rhey immediate·· 

ly went in search of the prophet and found him sitting on 

the top of a mountain. Coarsely, the captain ordered him 

to descend and to follow the troops to the king. But ElljaJ,1., 

fearful fci1:> his life, and angry at the captain's arrogr'l.nt 

ma.nner sa:td, "If I am a. man of God, let a f'lra come down 

from tho heavens i:.md consume you and your fi.fty" (II K .. 1 .. 10). 

No so6ner had he spoken,, than a flre descended and destroy-

od the force. 

A second tirne P..haz:i.e.h sent tho same number' of men, 

wi'lbh thoiJ'.' captain, and a second ti.me Elijah commanded the 
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angry flames and they were consumed. But the third group 

that went out was led by a captain who wa$ more afraid of 

Elijah tha.n his p1•edecessoi->s had been., Upon finding Elijah, 

the captain bowed down befo1"e him and pleaded with him to 

spare hls lifE1 and the l:tfe of his men. An angel, then,, 

came· to Elijah and gave him the asslu•ance that he needn 1 t 

be s.fraid of this man, and fu1~ther,, tha.t he should go with 

him 0 Elijah, obeying the angel, followed the captain to 

the pe.ls.ce. 

Once there, he confronted the k:tng and accused him 

of' his apostasy and wickedness o In no uncerte.in terms, he 

repeated his former prophecy; as Elijah had predicted, th~ 

king died upon the bed, on which he lay.. The feari'ul 

decree, made before Ahab,, had now come true, for Ahaziah 

died without leaving an he:tr. But. Elijah, too, was to 

leave this world@ 

Elijah had fulfilled his role; he was now about to 

die, or rather, be transl.ated, taken alive to heaven. It 

was at this time, that Elijah, with his disd.ple, Elisha, 

left Gilgal. Elijah had asked Elisha to remain behind, 

giving him. the !'ea.son that God was sending htm to Beth El, 

but Elisha would not forsake him. Ellsha also knew that 

Elijah's translation was at hand .. In fact, :not only did 

EliJdh· and Elisha share this knowledge, but also the pro

fessional p1•ophets in Beth El and Jericho as welle When 

the two reached Beth El, on their way to the Jor•dan, the 

prophets approached Elisha and told him that that was to 

be the day of his master's translation. Elisha~ full of 
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sorrow at the knowledge of his forthcoming loss, asked them 

to be silent. 

At Bet;h El, Elijah, again asked Elisha to stay behind 

and again the disciple refused. When they reached J"ericho, 

the sons of the prophets there came to ElifJhf.l. and told him 

of his master' El .impending tr•anslation., They :r:•ec.eived tho 

same anawer as the prophets in Beth El: be silGnt. 

EL1jah, when they reached the Jordan, rolled up his 

mantle, apli t the sea, and both of them criossed over on dry 

land, while fifty of the prophets of Je1"lcho stood and watch·

ed on tho oppos:tte shore. 1 4 It vui.s while they were cr·o~rn:tng 
and talking that Elisha asked fo1~ and recelved a double 

por·tio:n of' the mir·aculous pm·rnrs of Elljah.,. that is, if he 

would be able to view the translation scene. Thi~1 conveI•-

sation was soon interrupted for: 11 \ilJh:i.le they wero walki.n.g 

and talking, a fiery chariot and horses of fire separated 

them, and Elljah was taken up in a whirlwind of the heavens" 

(II Ke 2.11). Elisha cried out for Elijah, but it was to 

no avail., And while Elijah was being translated, his mantle 

f'e.Ll fr•om off' his shoulders o Ellsha picked it up and in 

retracing his steps, split the Jordan and crossed over to 

the other side. 

After the translati.on, the prophets of Jericho in

sisted on sending out f:i.fty of their• men to seek and tr•y 

to find Elijah. 'rhey retm•ried, however, after three days, 

empty-handed. Elisha had told them, before they went out, 

that fJUCh a search would be useless, but contr•ary to his 
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opini.on, they thought that perhaps the spir:i.t of God had 

wafted Elijah to some valley or hill, and not to heaven. 

As a x•e::rult of not heeding Elisha's word, their search was 

futile and they finally admitted that Elijah must be in 

h(')aven .. 15 

Wh ~,l. j h? o we.s .t~ J. a . From where did he come? To what 

tribe dtd he belong? And whe.t happened to him after his 

tra.nslatlon? All these que•stions, and more, are left un-

answer•ed in the Biblieal narrativee In fact, from the Bib-

1i.cal stor•y, we l{now very little a.bout the cha.r•e.cter,Elijah 

the pr•ophet. Hls lineage and his death a.re both unknown ... 

Sudden appee.:r•ances and disappearances are the only answers 

given. His personality is composed of' a sho1"t temper•, an 

irreconcilable hatred of idolatry and evil, studded with 

a. fear of mortal death and defeatism in the face of same,. 

Little else is known0 His life's story is a potpourri of 

miracles and accurate future predictions. 

But if we lack many answers to the genealogy, the 

death, or translation of Elijah, and the mope obv:lous gaps 

in the Biblical account, then we m1rnt understand that these 

same questions bothered later• wrii.ters, who for one reason 

or another, attempted to answer them., as we shall see in 

the following chapters ... 
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C H A P T E R II 

WHO WAS ELIJAH? 

One of the primary ventur>es of the 1101ter A,ggadists, 

:tn their embelishment o:t' the Biblical story of Elijah, was 

to try and decide just who th:l.s miraculous El:i.jah was@ 

The Bibl teal tale in I11 irr~ t and Second Kings gave no help .. 

They knew slmply that he was a 'firishbeu, which was either 

a famlly, trlbe, or city name; and that at the time of the 

ope:nlng of the story, he was dwe11tng in Gilead.11 At 

another time in the story he went to Phoenicia, and later, 

east of the Jordan, but it nev·er st&ttes that he returned 

horn.e.. His t:l'.'avels took him throughout the length and 

breadth o:E' the land, but no one spot is ever designated as 

h:ls permanent place of 1~esidencc"' 

In Elijah, the Aggadists had a personality who was 

unique in the B:tble.. Ther•e was no record of his b:J.rth, his 

parents, or· his family., IHs death is shrouded by the super-

natural occurence of his translation. His life's story is 

a recitation of one miracle or prophecy after another. 

Even Elisha, who performed twice as many miracles 

as his master, had parents, as wi.tnessed by the fact that 

he wished to kiss them good-bye. And Enoch, another cha-

rs.cte:r who four1d popul.g_rity in later literature, had not 

only one, but two versions of his birth (Gen._5'.,2!j.). Elijah's 
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translation is vividly depicted, leaving no doubt, in the 

reader's mind, ·as to h1.s final disappearance e Thus, the 

l r' :;; 

way was clca:t> f'o:r• all soPts of speculations about the idfm-

tlty of Elijah, and the Rabbts went to work trying to as-

certain his genealogy and identity. 

Eliyahu Raba and E.Liyahu Zutrs.
1 

state that the tribes 

of Benjamin and Ga.d com.p:eted wj. th the tribe of Levi for 

the pr•ivilege of claiming Eltjah as one of their own. It is 

said that Moses wi-•ote the psalm, dealing with the ·v·c:mgeance 
? 

of the Lo1,d1 .for the tribe of' Gad, i'rom wtllch Elijah carr1e. t-

To another writer, Elijah was a contempore.ry of Moses, being 

born in the tribe of Zebulon. In .fa.et, he was one of the 

seventy elders picked by Moses, in the wilderness, to help 

him decide legal issues.
3 

Habbi .Eliezer b., Padas, try:tng to c01rrprom:lse the 

pr•oblem, proposed that Elijah was from both the tl'ibes of 

Benjamin and (hel"e adding a new element) Judah/J, 

As to where he lived, the:l'.'e was also disagreemEmt. 

In commenting on First Kings 17 .. 1, which is the fi1~st men-

tion of ELi.jah, and which says, 11EJijuh the rrishbite, who 

was fr•om the dwellers of Gilead," Kirn.hi, the rationalist, 

stated that Elijel1 was orig.:i.nally f1'om another <~:tty, but 

was dwelli.ng in Gilead prior to his appearance befor·o 

Ahab. rrhe Tosafot on ~ra 1 anit Ja states that he was one 

of the original dwellers of Jabosh Gilead, but he was 

forced to evacuate, with the other resi.dents when the rest 

of Israel attacked the city.5 Later, he returned with the 

remai:ni.ng refugees who re:f'er1•ed to them selves as 11 the 
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inhabitants of Gilead",, to show a distinction between them

sel'lres and between the new settlers of the city. Even 

Rabbi Eliezer b. Padas entered the discussion and declared 

Elijah to be an inhabitant of Jerusalem, who dwelt in the 

chambers of hewn stone. 

Since there is neither a ment:l.on of .his birth,, nor 

the usual formula connected with Hebrew names, such as 

Elijah ben so~and-so,, there existed a void which the Rabb:i.fl 

felt needed to be filled,. One of the most common answers 

to 'who ws.s El:l.iah' was the identif:T.catlon of the prophet 

with Phineas b8 Eliezer,, the zealot of th~ wilderness ge-

nerati.on.. But this· raised a few pr>oblerns fo:c• the Aggadlsts. 

The most obvious one was the age factor. Phineas, 

the grandson of Aaron, born in Egypt anywhere from i;~oo to 

H1DO B.C.E., would have been from 350 t~o .550 years old 

when Elijah first canH:i on the scen<3., This, of couPse, 

m.m~t be based on the assumption that the Exodus ·took 

place in either the thlrteenth, four•teenth or• fifteenth 

centuries, 6 and the reign of Ahab was c. 853 to 875 BaG.E .. 7 

The only answer~ which I have been able to find 

have either boen mere affirmation of tho belief, wlthout 

any evtdence, ex.cep t the lack of inf'orma ti on conce:Pning 

Ph:i.nea.'3 1 . death,, O:t' complete silence on the subject. 

The second question raised was, that Phlneas,being 

the grandson of' Aaron, was a priest. But where does it 
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mention that Elijah was a priest? Thia the Rabbis answered 

easily, by showing that Elijah's sacPifice on Carmel was 

accepted by God, ergo, he must ha:ve been a priest. If' tb.at 

was not enough proof, Kixnl;,ii. echoed a popular belief in his 

comrnt:inta.ry on Ylrst Kings 17 ~3.11 that the first por·tion of 

tho cake, which Eli,)ah requested from the widow of Zarepath., 

was the priestly portione 

Much of tradition followed this accepted belief. Pa~ 

Philo8 stated that Phineas b,. Eliezer and Elijah were one 

and the same. 1rhis, in fact., was the first mention of the 

relationship which later flour:tshed ln midrashic works and 

commentarier-j, such as: Pirke d 1 Rabbi,Eliezer,9 'I1a.rgmn 

Yerusalmi, on I<.:!xodus 6:18, Numbers 25:12, and Deut. 30:4. 

Origen is al so familiar with this belief an.d adheres to i t!0 

Another mention of this theory is found in connec-

tion with Moses. It is said that during his for•ty-da.y 

stay in "heaven" he learned the secrets of the angels, and 

then passed them on to Phineas, who is also known as Elijah~1 

But there were others who objected to this relation

ship. 1rhey l"efused to identify Elijah with Phineas. He was 

a priest like Phineas$ yes, but he was not Phineas. The 

sources for• this i .. ebuttal were important ones, such as; 

Baba Metzia 111.~b and Tosefta 'l'argum on First Kings 17:13. 

Some of the Church father•s also followed this line of i•ea-

soning, but the final decision as to whether or not Phineas 

and Elijah were one and the same is a question which is to 

i i 
. 12 

be 1eft for Elijah to dee. de--r.reku, sa d one author1.ty. 
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WAS ELIJAH HUMAN? 

rrhere were many who did not even both(:'lr to identify 

Elijah with another human being, but rather·,, postulated 

that he wns an angel in disguise.. Some mention of this be-

llef is to be found in Talmudic sources, But most of the 

references to Elljah, us an angel, are to be found in the 

mor•e mysttcal boolr.s, such as, the Zohar and Sefer Rasi.dhn,. 

The latter states that since Elijah had neither a mothe1~ 

nor a father, he must have been an angel, and when it be·· 

came nect7ssary fop him to descend to earth, he donned the 

form of a man. Of course, this easily explains his abl-

lity to do miracles. Rabbi Shimon b., Yochai once clalmed 

to have found the secret to Elljah1 s translationo Since 

the heavens, he satd,, could not hold all the bodies of men,, 

fr•om all time, he found there is pr•edicted in the story 

of Adam that a certain spirit w:tll descend to earth and 

be clothed in the body of a man. 1rhis spirit will perform 

missions for men a.nd God, upon the ear•th. This was Elijah. 

When he f'in:i.shed, his sp:tri t was removed from his body,, and 

the body was left in the wh:lrlwind f'or future use, while 

the spirit soared to heaven. 

In this belief we have Elijah clearly ident:i.f'ied as 

an angel who performs certain missions wl th man,, fo:r God., 

And in the performance of his duty he clothes himself in 

human form. 

When did El:i.jah first receive his cormnlssion, aslrnd 

the Habbls? We are all fam:i.liar with the Midrash describ-

ing the dissident voices of the angelic band when God 
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decided to create mane All the angels objected, except 

Elijah, who at that time was known as Sandalphono1 3 He 

::mid that he would descend to earth and ho1p man convert 

1') ' 

to God,, and afte1~ making thi.s decla:r.ation, he was appointed 

. lL to perform 'tds services during the reign of Ahab., ~ But h:i.s 

acti.v:tties on EH:trth di.cl not cease w:i.th h:ls tr•anslation to 

hea·ven, after tho re :i.gn of Ahab, nor have they stopped to= 

da:y sald the Habbls,, but they wi.L1 continue until the 

Th ts thooPizlng., of' cour;:rn, b1•oa.ched the probJem of 

an angel, who is spirit, becom:tng a man of flesh and blood. 

Zohar Wayikra at ten~pts an answer :tn wh'lch it states that 

E:lijah h9.d two bodies, one in which he a.ppea:r•ed to men 

dur1ng the reign of Ahab, and one in which he appeared bf3-

fore the angels" In fact, he has many corporeal forms~ in~ 

eluding s. female body, as is shown in Abodah Zarah., fJ.'his 

ab:i.l:'Lty to change into a female ls something wh:i.ch. the ave-

rage ang01 can neve1" hope to do, therefore" El.ljah must be 

15 
superior to the other angels. 1l 1his female guise ls seen 

in a story about Rabbi Meir who was once fleeing from the 

Romans, because he had been unjustly accused of br·esking 

a cortaln la.we Elijah appem"ed to Habbi Meir as a harlot 

and accompanied hhrlo WhEm the pursuing Homans saw Rabbi 

Meir, 01• the one who they believed to be he, in the com= 

pnny of a harlot., they stopped the ch.9.r.Je. They reasoned 

that a parson of Rabbi Meir1 s character would never be seen 

in the company of n harlot and, the1•efore, .they wer•e ch~lstng 
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the wrong man. Because of this, Rabbi Meir fled ml'f'ely 

:Crom his would-be captors .. 16 

20· 

rr:i:ms, we see in the atteinpts to r·econcile the iden~ 

ttty of Elijah, tr>i:i.dition carries us from the more or 

less rational vie1vpoint to the extreme mys ti cal and super-

natu:t•al.. In f'act 1 one need not look too closely to f'ind a 

sequence of beliefs: from the rational attempt, :ln which 

lu:i :i.s simply. a dweller of Jabesh Gi.lead, to the unnatu1<>al, 

in wh:tch he and Phi.neas are one pe:r-son.fl to the mystical 

and supernatural, in which he is an angel, capable of ma.ny 

superlor a.bili tie so 

As to hi. s home, we have the slrrrple, s t:t>ai.ghtforward 

st.atement of tbe Blbllcal account,, which says, that he :i.s 

11. 1 'J1iFJbe 9 i'r•om Gilead,. 'Fh:ts, howeve:r>, was not satls:factory 

fol" thr:J latfn• teachers who ascribed him to four tribes: 

Gt.J.d, becauae he dwelt in Gilead 11 Zebulon, to colncide with 

the belief that he wa8 ono of the seV'enty elders in the 

wi1dernes.s.9 Levi, becr:mne of the as::ru.rnption that he was FJ. 

priest, a.nd also, because Phineas l·ms a L0v:tll and Benjamin, 

bocause of th0 statement of Habb:i. Eliezer bs I'adas who 

states that he was a YePusalmi, wh:i..eh coincldes ·with the 

mention of a:n Elijah i.n a genealogy in Flr>Dt Chronicles 

8:26. 

What gave credence to the above,Dment;loned belief's? 

In order to find an answer to the Aggadic view of Elijah, 

we must,. agsJ.n, discuss the Biblical stOT'Ys This time we 

shall include :::ome of the legends artd lnforma tion attached 

1: 
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to the narrative which were set forth by later teachers 

and writers, who attempted to explain the tale and fill 

a.ll lacunae• 
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C H A P T E R III ----
THE BIBLICAL sr110RY AS S~EN THROUGH 
~CHE EYES OF' THE .AGGADIS11 

o 

Co:mpa:r.•ed to the later legends :::tppendod to the Biblic= 

al account, the canoni.cal narrative of Elt.jah was .fairly 

simple, wi. th but few contradtc t"i.ons and u..'lsolved mys ter:io s 8 

1.'h~e agga.~ic writers, in theh~ explana ti.ons of and additions 

to the E11ja.h narrativ·e, croa ted a more mystical person, 

to be sure, a .mo:r>e developed character•. Dut concomitant: 

with this heightened do1relopment arE:~ more contradi.ctlorw. 

In ox•de1~ to .fully see thls,, we will now Petell the Blb·~ 

lical sto:ry- with many of its later embellishments. 

As we have seen, Elijah came from out of nowhere 

and utte:r.>ed a curse of f'amino upon the land., As we noted 

. before, h:ts vehement wordri SEH"rnied to be without, p:t.'ovoca= 

t.lono The r•eal story, said the Habbis, was th:i.s; .Cli.js.h 

happened to be before Ahab becnuse God had commanded hi.:m 

to v:i::li.t Hiel and comfort h:trn upon th8 los;3 of his two 

sons, dul'.':i.ng his rebuU.cling of ,Jo:t':tcho,. Ahab wrrn also 

vi.s lt 5..ng Hiel, making a pastoPG..l. call, but. when E.Li ,j ah 

first ·appeared, both Hiol and Ahab p:t'ovoked h:tm by mocking 

God and f'~.o.untlnc; idol2.tr>y right bel'ore his C;J"i3Se This 

made El:tjnh very angry nnd in :rotribuU.on for thls illn• 

adv:lsed action on the part of .Ahab and lliol 1 he cursed the 

. land, and predicted a cessation or rain~ The wording of 

--r- I 

i I 

!, ,, 

ii 
I 



, I 

23· 

the Biblical cur8G, in which Elijah said th.at the:ro would not 

be rain or dew excBpt according to 11his wo:rd 11
, indicated 

tha.t Elijah controlled l;he elements.. But the Habbj;g explain~ 

ed that God had made the pro:;niso to KL:i.jnh in return fo:r vi-

Hitlng Hiel.11 that he woul.d fulf:lll any word wl:dch Elijah 

would u t.ter>.
1 . 

In other word.~1, though Elijah put the ClJ.l'EH;l 

in tho fi:rst person, he really meant that God would wit,;hhold 

the rain ancl ucn..r. In ronlity,, Elijah caused the famine,, not 

thi-•ough anger :t says another. source fl but in love f'or the 

v people o Ho w1 shed to arouse the mer•cy of G·od upon the 

people who had been practic:lng ldolo.try, and the famine 

d:i.str•acted God 1 s anger• f'1'om thc:::ie people., nat;her, God pi-
2 

tled the people's plight in their moment of hunger. 

After uttering the curse, Elijah fled and went into 

hidi.ng by the brook of Cheri th, becauso he was afraid of 

'Ghe vengeance of Ahab and 1Je z.ebel o 3 In his covert cave, he 

was fed by the ravens who had been commanded, by God, to 

brtng h:i.m food,. He r•eceived liquid nourishment from the 

waters of the brook., But irnre the;y· real r>avern.1 o:r doos the 

Bible mea.n something else when it uses the ter•m 1 ravens'? 

Most of the Rabbi:1 t-.rn:id yes; the Bible means real rHvenn,, 

But some of the rationalists stated that tr-1.e wi.:n·d, 1 Ara.bin', 

meaning 1 rf:l.vens 1 :; really refers to the dwo.Llers of the c:!.ty 

of Or·eb, who J'od El:tjr{h,J!· Othe:r:•r.:; se:i.d that 'Ari·lb:Ln' meant 
F' 

merchants, who t:r:aveled by that r•egion • .:> 

£11riom where dld the r·avons obt~1.:tn the food'? 8orne of 

the Aggadists ste.ted that the :rgvens brought the food f'rom 

: I 
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the slaughte:d.ng house of Ahab, whi.le others held that the 

food wa.s from the very d:tn.:tng table of the king,, Others 

said that these ravens would not even approach the house of 

Ahab and bpought the food from the table of the pious king 

6 
Jehosaphate Aphra.ates, the Sy1 .. 1.ac-Christ:i.an writer of the 

fourth centnvy c.E .. , said that the ravens brought; the food 

to Elijah from the pr:i.estly portion in the Temple at Jerusa-

7 lem ... 

But how could a raven supply food to a me..n? The Ag-

gadists sts.ted that tho ravens were commanded from creation 

8 to change the:i.r natu1•e and feed Elijah in the cave,, In 

fact, Noah was instr•ucted to ta.ke tl"rn rave:rrn in a second 

9 time., because they were des tined to feed i£1lj ah in the cm.re" 

And,, of eourse, the food they brought wa.s koaher; aftPJr e.ll, 

God would not allow the ravens to br•ing Elijah non-kosher 

food., 10 

So Elijah wus comfortable until U10 stream dried 

up, at whlch time, E1ijari, too, fe.Lt the need f'or :r.•aln., 

God had purposely dried up the stream so as to force Elijah 

to recall the curse~ This act on the part of Elijah would 

hi:J.ve rEJlensed God from His prorrd.sc of f·1).lflllh1g Elljah' s 

word, as long as he insistod.,
11 

But Elijah was inflexible, 

even Jn ld.s thi.rst.; so God had to tPy another appx>oach. 

Elijah was told to go and seelc shel te:r. f:eom the 

widow of Zarepath, who would also su::1tain hlm. He went 

to Zarepath .r.ind rn.et the widow by a well, f1~om wh:t.eh nhe 

gava him water to drlnke12 He then asked for food from 
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25 
her, but she complained a.bout how ll ttle food she had, and 

told hlm that she couldn't spare any food. Elj_ja.h was 

insj_stent and again asked for the first portion of e. ::~mall 

cake, made from what little she had left; the first portion 

because he was a priest., 13 She finally relented and di.d as 

Elijah had t>eque::.1ted of her; but to her surp:r•ise and bene-

f:tt, received in r•eturn an endless supply of oil and flour .. 

Elijah then went and took up residence with her and her son, 

J h 1!.~ who was, in real:Lty, the prophet, ona • l1liere he lived 

wlth her$ her son, and hEH' entire fe.m:l.lyo 15 

In the course of time, the boy fell ill@ This was 

also pur•posely done by God so that Eli.jah would return the 

key to rain which he he.d recei.ved wt.ten he uttered the cu.t>se 

aga:tnst Ahab" 1rhere WOl"'e $ in actuality, thr>ee kc~ys; one 

f'ox· ralnp one for rem:tI'rection, e.nd one for• birth. rrwo of 

the th1'0e alway~J r·omnined in the posserision of' God@ When 

the boy died, Eli.jah asked God for the key of resuJ:>1~ect:i.on, 

but God refused on the grounds that :t t was improper that 

tr1e disctple should hav·e two of the keys while the Maater 

has only ow::a If Elijah would rellnquish the key of raln 

then God would gi.v·e him the key to r(·H!U,precti.on. And it 

was ·only after E.Lljah returned the key of rai.n to God, that 

he wo.s able to l'Cvive the boy. God had perpetrated th:i.s 

in orode.r to soften Haij~il1, because wi.thout dew, which was a 

necessary item in r•efrnpr•ecti.on, Elijah would have failed to 
16 

re1rive the child,. But even though Elijah d:i.d re turn 

the key of rain to God, l L sti.11 did not rain in tb.e land • 

·~ ..,.,. 



-------~·~···.~~~ ---· 

~·· 

,• j 

26 

'l1his is a· dlstinct contradl.ction wh:t.ch remained unresolved. 

rrhc process of' reviving the child was thusly: E.U.jah 

stretched himself out upon the boy, with his mouth on the 

chl1d 1 s mouth, his eyes to the child's eyes, and h:i.~1 handi:i 

On 'c.he~ bo·ytn 1l"Mc~~ 17 
. .• t:} L ~.J.J ..• t.:> O And after Elijah had successfully 

brought the boy back to 1Lre, he brought him down from h::l.s 

room and gave him to t.he widow, who, in a burst o.r gr8.tit:u.-

de, proc1ai.med J:GlijHh to be a tx•ue 1tman of' God 11 • 

'l'hls tttle of honor nominated Elljah to be one of 

tb.e select minion of men who, ln the Bible, were called, 

11nien of God". The othe1• n:tne wE:r•e: Moses,, Elkanan, Sa

mr~l, Dav:td, Id.do.., Shemiah, El i.sha, Michainh, and Amos $

18 

For over three years, duPins whlch the famine was 

in ;~the land, Elijah 1 ivGd with the widow and hep son., 

£i'ina11y, God c:o1mna.nc1ed .Gl j j £'J"l to appear to l\.hab_; he did 

post.~·haste. At th.i::i very time, Obediah and Ahab, search ... 

. ing .for grass and fodder• for the r•oya.1 an1ma1s, had 

sepa:t'.'ated to seek the food ln dlfferent sect:lon~of the 

land., Obediah was the :r•ighteous elder of the coux•t, who 

had hidden the hundred prophets of Yahweh from J"ezebel 

when she sought to kill them all.. It ws.s thts Obediah, 

whom El_ijah met on the way. rrhe prophet commanded him to 

tell Ahab of hts presence but Obediah wa.s reluctant to do 

so for fem"' that Eltjah would disappear when l t was t:i.me fo1~ 

the meettng and. hls report would prove false• Ahab was j_.n 

no mood to be to;>red with, and lf Obediah 1 s words wt.n•e f'al se, 
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then the king would sux•e.ly kill h:tm. But Elijah allayed his 

fears an<l promitrnd hlm that he would pre sent himself to Ahe.b 

for s mee tlnge Ahab, upon hea1"ing the news from Obed:Leh, 

11rent out to meet Eli,jab.8 When they came togethe.r, Ahs.b 

sai.d,11 "is :tt thou, thou troublsr of Israel?" El:tjat1 coun-

te~0ecl th:Ls aceusation by pla.ctng the blame of Israel 1 s af'-

fli.ctlons on Ahab~ who had caused them by his apostasy and 

evil,. ·rhen to cap tho argument,, El:ljah ppoposed the con-

test on Carmelo Carmel had been chosen because all of the 

mountains had contested fox• the right to aid Elijah, but 

God h8.d pi.eked Carmel on which he would suppor"t the ca.use 

19 of hls prophet. 

rrhe purpose f'<n• wh:tch Eli.jah had intended the con.-

test, was to bl'ing all the pe opl o back tt'.) the worship o.f 

God, through signs nnd wonders. 'I'his, he r•easonecl, h0 he.d 

to do before he would yieJ.d to God a:na allow H:i.m to cause 

Ahab,fol1owing the instructions of Elijah, set forth 

to compl.e te his end of th.e bargai.n and bI•ought all the 

people of' Israol plus the four hundred and fi .. fty prop he ts 

of' Baal, to Carmelo Eli jab. was the lone prophet of Ya.hwehe 

But where were the hundred prophets who had remained loyal 

to God and whom Obediah had saved? 

Jerome, on Obediah 1:1, stated that they wer•e among 

seven thou.sand loyal people whom Elljah ignored., 

After all had assembled, Elijah, admonishlng the 

people asked them how long they planned to worship both 

'. 
I! 

... 

I i 
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Baal and Yahweh, unable Lo determine which ·was the tx•ue God., 

He declared that the purpose of the contest was to show 

them that Ba.al was merely an idol and no more~ and Yahweh 

:ts the on1 y Goel. for them to wo:rshi.p@ 'rhR people i·wuld bo 

the J5ving witnesses to t;he mo:i::•it of his words. 

The sacrifice on Carmel caused gree.t confiterna.tion 

emong the Rabb1 .. s. Since God had ordained the Temple to 

be the only ncc.ept.':1.ble place t;o sacrifice, W£ts this con-

test o:n Carmel a dlrect breech of God's vw:cds? 1l1hey final~· 

ly a.g:t'eod ths.t El:l.jah permitted h1.mself to te:mporax•ily sua~~ 

pend the laws of aacrLfice. This type of tempo:r•nry sus-

pension was ac tuelly at the command of God, who said, that 

though the prophets he.v-e no r:l.ght to abrogn.te the law; they 

, . " 21 may suspend them cemporar•ily .. 

After Elijah addressed the poop1e, he instx•uc:ted his 

opponents as to how the sacrifice would take place. They 

were told to t,ake a bull, d1•o:::rn it; and place it upon the 

altar, but not set a. fire. But when it came t:;lme for the 

p1~ophets of Baal to prepa1"'0 the bulloc.tr., the animal refused 

to move.. Eli j 8.h had had no tr•ouble wl th his bull, but the 

other pr·ophets could not budge th0i.rs., Elijah approachc3d 

the animal and asked hlm why he would not follow tho pl'o-

phets oi' Saale 'l'lle bull answered that slnec ~lijah 1 s bul-

lock was b:Ls twi:n, and w&i.s going to be sacPifi ced 'co God, 

he a.Lso wanted to h1J.ve the honor of beh1e; 8ac1•ifj,ccd Lo Lhe 

re~. God, and not an idolo In feet, he refused to movo 9 

because be was e.f'raid that; hp; wcmlc1 pr•ovolrn God by being a 
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wil1ing sacrifice to a false image,. 1."1hereupon, Elijah assu:r:~ 

ed him that he would glortfy God also in the contest by 

provtng thut; Baal was faJ.se.. Wl th thls lu10w.J.edgo the bul~ 

lock allowed Elijah to lead him to tho prophets of De.al 
"'!') 

'l i l • ' l Ge-an( g~ve ~im to ~1em. 

rrhe pr-opho ts of Baal took the bull and Jpessed it 0 

They then cr:i.ed out to Baal, from mcn:-ning to mid~afteJ:'noon, 

invoking h:i.s f'il•e 9 but with no :t>e sponse o All the wh:Llo, 

El:tj ah mocked them and ho aped abuse upon thei P so~, cnlled 

god. At one point in the proceeding8, Hi el at.tempted to 

lie;ht a false f:i.r•e, in tho name of Baal, but God frustrated 

hls atternpt .. 23 

ll'lnally, aft;e1• they had exhau~~ ted themsel 'V'O s in the .ir 

fanatical .frenzy, El:l.jah gather•ed tho people around him a:nd 

repah~ed the al tar of God which hr~d been overthrown., Smr1r.1 

bel:i.oved this s.ltar to be the 1 Yad 1 which ~)au.l sot up on 

Mount Carme1, aftor his vl e;tori. ous campaign agai.ns t Amalek, 

but which w~rn later cleat1•oyed by the evil lnhabttants 
~21+ 

around Carmel., The r•epairing of the al tar took a great 

deal of time, and in order for Elijah to perform the sac-

rlfice at the time of the meal offering, which was the most 

acceptable t lme to God, he ordered tho sun to sta.nd still, 
rn~ 

and it obeyed his cornmand .• c...:; Elljah built the altar with 

~ twelve stones so as to re call the mori t of the fa t;ho r's, 

1..rhich would help hlm gain Lho fa.vo'!'.' of God i.n hls 

11hen he dug a t:rench n.r•ound the al tax•, laid out the wood and 

placed the bulloclr. ln pooltion. Af l~G:t' th:ls wos done, he 
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07 had Elijah pour water ove1• hir.1 ha.nd.'3 th1"ee times,,"- in i>e-

b f t .h t . h 28 d rid ]. t h d mem ranee o. - e pa rJ_arc s,, an su __ ·en ~Y wa er gus .. e 

.forth from hls f1.ngeI's and f:i.J.1ed the trench round about 

the.altar., 2 9 

Elljah then pra;fed to God to send the fi.re., His 

praye1' di1'1"Eired from the usual pPaye.r 9 in that he sa:i.d, 

"O Lord, the God of Abr•nham, the God of' Isaac and the God 

of J'acobt 11 rnthet> than, "the God of Ab:.i:"Rham, Ii::1aac nnd 

J'acob, 11 so as to show that tho re is only ono God nnd not 

In this same prayer, he speaks boldly to God 

and ace.uses Him of making the people 1 s hearts t;ur:n back-

Flrst:J it shm-ved the people that God controls the tr evtl 

aces as well as their good ones, and might possibl;y evon 

cause them~ Second, he partially blames God for thelr 

apostasy, :l.n that God created the Ev:U. Incl i:nat:Lon within 
·n the peop1e o •. ) ... 

Imrnediately f'olloNlng hi-s prayo1 ... , tho f:tre of the 

IJo:t:>d fe11 and oon1Jurr11'3d, not only tho burnt. sacr•i.:f.'ice, but 

tr>ench,. lH'tnP viewing th:Ls D'lvesome spectaclo., tho people 

acV:nowledged Yahweh as THE Godo 

The fire that God had sent was one of the six fires 

of "token and distinction" which. He has sent and will send 

to mtme '.l'he other five were: at Noah's sac1~lf:i.ce, at the 

conseerat ion of tho '.rabernacle, whl ch al so de El troyed Nadab 

and Abihu, at Manoach's sacrifice, at Solomon's consecration 

:. 
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of the Temple, and the last of the "d.x will be when the 

'l1 emplE~ is rebuilt <luring tho days of' the :Mossiah .. 32 'rho 

miracle at Carmel had served its purpose and the people 

came back to God completely .33 

After the contest was over 9 and Elijah had gained 

31 , 

the confidence and awe of the people, he conmmnded them to 

kill the pr·ophe ts of Baal.. And the people followed hls 

ins tx>uc tions to the letter" 

Betng satisfied with his victory and the resulting 

afft:r>mat:l.on of' the people, Elijah told Ahab to go and eat, 

for ra:Ln now would descend upon the land. Ahab left 

Ell,jah to go to .his tent and the prophet wen.t up agatn to 

the top of Ca1•mel, bowed h:lmself down to the ground and put 

his face between his knees~ His servant l.ad then went to 

see if a cloud had aPlsen over the St7Hl.., Klijab. had pro.mlsed 

the people the.t now that they had accepted God rain wou.ld 

again fall on the land. Ha told God this in his prayer 

fand assePted that since he mHde th:is p:r•omise to the people, 

if' God still refused to allow nw rain to come, then what 

fa:i.th wou1d the people have i:n him when he came to announce 

the l'iless iah,, in the future days.. 'l'heref'ore ·' he said,, God 

rrmr3t allow the rain to fall, other•wiso the people, who now 

expressed their conf idenco in him, would consider him to be 

false to his wo1•d.,Jl1 In the prayer> for rain, Elijah men-

tioned the sign of the covenant,· which the people, tlu•ough 

the fo1•ce of Jezebol, had r•ejected., but whlch now they 

would accept. 'l'he sign, to which he was refe.rring, was th0 

I 
I I 
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Bria Milah, signified by his act of putting his head between 

his kneeso 

he was 

'I111ereaf'GeP ~ because he was z.ealous for this sign, 

J c' 
to be the angel of circumcj.fd.on .. ;:i 

The rai:n finally came and Elijah, girding up his lo:lns, 

ran before the c1:1.ar:iot 01.' Aha.b to tho gates of Jezreel. 

His strengt11 to do so came from the hand of' God which was 

. 36 upon h1.m.- 'rhis was an unusual thing for him to do conrn 

s 1.dering the trouble Ahab hs_d caused him, and he, tn turn, 

had caused Ahab. .Josephus was under the impression that he 

ran along side of the chariot of' Ahat.l, because he was under 

a "divine fury"~37 Conversely, another source stated 

thrd:; he was a herald fo1' the king while running in front of 

the chariot.38 

Once in Jezreel, Ahab informed Jezebel of the des-

truction of her prophets. In ar4~er, she swore to kill 

Elijah, and sent hi.ma message to that effect. Upon re-

cei~ring her• note, Elijah fled :lnto the wilderness, leo.ving 

hls servant lad at Beer Sheba0 But why should he flee 

from Jezebel? Ce1~to.inly a man capable of wi thhold:tng r·ain,,, 

resurrecting ihe dead and effecting divine fire, need not 

be afra'i.d of mortal deatho Two answe1:>8 to thls question 

are given in the Zohare Elijah fled because it ls noticed 

that the 1:-igh teous do not wish to trouble the Creator with 

the pE}rforme.nce of rnlrac.los which me.y cause d.e.me.ge, as this 

one most certainly would have. Therefore, Jacob fled 

from Esau, Moses from riharoah, and David from Saul; so it 
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was qulti3 proper that Elijah should f'leeo In fact, under· 

the Broom tree, he sai.d, "I am not better than my fathers, 11 

that :ts, those who h.Hve h8.d to flee at other tlmes,,39 

'r.he othor answer ls that he fled, not from fear, for 

he was not af:r:>aid of any man, but because he ·wanted to get 

the ru1 SWEH' to the fu tux•e at Mount Horeb" He knew that tho 

angel of death had no power over him, because he was Phineas, 

but he wanted to know what God wa.s planning to do with h:i.s 

b ~ 1't he l d d L h !1.0 oo.y a or 1. 8 sou. a seen e ·co e aven., 

-while in the de se:rt,, he ws.s f'ed by an angel, who 

supplled him wlth calms baked on hot stones. After the 

second meal, br·ought to him by the angel,, he struck out 

into the wllde:t>ness for forty days and forty nights unto a 

cave 011 Mount Hor00b.. This cave was especially created 

between sundown and twilight of t.h.e fj_rst Sa.bbnth to house 

both Moses and E;l:i.jah., 1~-1 

Tho1•e a.re many accounts of what happened in the cave, 

between God end Elijah. One saurce said that God 9 at first, 

spoke co:mfo:rti:ngly to Elijah, but then added that El:i.jah 

did not teach v:i.Ptue l'or the sake of I 8rael., When God saw 

that Elijah was unrelenting in his zealousness, He appoint-

ed h:tm the angel of the covenant, nnd he would I'emain fOl"·~ 

ever zealous, fol'." the Lord, in ma ttex•s of nakedne s.:;1 and cir··· 

cumcls:ton. 1~2 

Another said, that Elijah accused the people in the 

~rn.me cleft of PO ck whe1"0 God revealed himself to Mo sos as 

long~suffering 0 God_, being mericfu1, would not stand for 

I 

! 
I, 
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El:tjahl s diatribes agalnst the people, and, therefore)) told 

him to appoint Elisha for a succE;ssor, with the admonition 

that lt is better to defend the poopl0 than to accuse them1,tJ 
In the c1:C1:1Tl'l 3 Elijah was conf:ronted with a great 

wind, en earthqua.kA, a ftre and f':tne~lly, the 8t111 imia.11 

vo:l.ce of God,. Actuall;y, tly::i wind, earthquake, fir~3 e.nd 

voice, whlch God sent before he rievealed Himself, wero sent 

] f th f "\, . . ···1·1 i j . , .1-.1 expresr:i.:y :or · ... e purpose o s11owing l:L. an 1J11e 

:man on earth. 'l'ho w1nd represented .. thia wor<l.d, the ea~eth-

quake, the death of man, the. f lrn ·w1.:1.s the :Ciro of Gehenam)l 

and the still sm:i:i.11 votce was the fi.nal · .iudgment when there 
LJ,1-}. 

:ts only God. 

Another source stated that these cat~rntrophic oc-

curences wePe three classes o.f angols wh:lch. God showed 

El ijnh; the angels of wind, the e.ngels of a l;o1•m, arrl the 

angels of fire. And finally» God revealed Himself in the 

sti11 13mall voice/15 God spoke in the stLLl small vo:tce 

because he wished for mercy, and asked the quest:l.on,, "what 

are you do:tng here", a second time, to see if Elijap ::itill 

desired vengeunce" Lj.6 

During their eonver•satlon, Elijah did not soe God 

once, for no man is able to look at God and live. In fact, 

1.f th<:n'c had been as much as a smA.11 hole in the cavo 

Eli.j ah 1·rnuld have been. eorrnumed· by the pas s.ing ce1e 8t:i.a1 
) '"I 

light .. l I 

In the B:i.bl icEtl vers J.on of the 1ncident :Ln the cave,, 

God toll::i 8lijBh to anoint, not only EliE.1ha, but also, 

, I 
I ! 

l 



' ~, 

r· 

·~. 

Ilazae1 and Jehu .. 1'he la::.it two were not anointed by Elijah, 

but by Elisha. 1l1he Rabb:Ls said that this is actually what 

is meant in the passaee where God tells Elijah to anoint 

Haza.el and Yehu; tha.t. Elijah is to anoint Elisha, who, :t..n 

turn, i3 going to anoint the two kings tD.CCo:r>d:i.ng to the iny· 

stru0tio:rrn of hls master. L~B 1rhere is also an ins~11t, dl-

rected at Elijah, in the passac;e tellinc; Elijah to anoint 

Elisha. 'l'hls was done, st"l.ted Rashl in his comment to th:ts 

verse, because God does not w9nt Rccusat:lons agalnst Hts 

'3011. (is I'D.Cl) o 

But Ktmbi, did not :see the . l' 1.nsu c :i.n th:is verse. 

Hnther 9 he fltated that Elijah had wlshed for cleath in the 

wU.derness and, therefore, had to leave a successor who 

would carry on his work. Elisha was the successor, chosen by 

God, to follow ln the footsteps of Elijah and it was necea-

sary that £1ijeh prepare him for the task. 

After Elijah's meeting with God had ended, tho pro-

phet .Left the ca.ve in search of Elisha, whom he later• found 

plowing a field. And there, in the field, he designated 

EJ.isha as bis disci~le and successor, 

The sto~y now shiftn to the treachery involved in 

Ahab1 .s possession of' Naboth 1 s vineyard. Elijah lE! told, by 

the word of God, to go and predict a disastrous end to the 

howv~ of Ahab. But after El:i jah PGpoats tlw.'.:'.c words to Ahab, 

the king repents greatly and adverts the evil decree, at 

least in his day. 

.,. d 
CtJ.8 , 

D'ollowine; another> time lapse, durlng 1-Jhich Ahnb has 

tho sco:r•y of E1J.jah con.t:i.nue1:i with Ahaziah, the ::1on 
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of Ahab, Hho had become serlously ill. In ox>der to fi .. nd 

out what the future had in store for him, Ahaziah sent 

messengers ~o a foreign god» for a prediction as to his 

recovery or death. Elijah met the agents of the king on 

t~J.e way, and told them thnt because of Ahazi.ah' s apos-

tasy he will. now surely die. The messengers related the pro-

phec-y to AhaziEth; whereupon he aslred the ident:tt-y of t;he 

prophet, in the singul~r, Elisha must not have boen with 

El :l j ah 11iih''m the moDsengePR met the lnt ter; probably becaune 

El lj ah was golng alone upon one of tl'.;;.e mountains, ln pro·· 

) IC) 
pheey,.-r' 

They doscr:ibed El "L,i ah aa a ver:y hairy man, who t.w.d 

a belt of skin fastened about his lolnsa Elijah was such 

o he.l:r·y man that when people saw hlm they would mock hhn 
r::o 

and say, "Behold, E1i,jsh eur·ls his loclrn".,~ One of the 

r•oasons ,Jerern1ah regretted that he wa8 a pr•ophet WH8 that 

llt'i knew the fate of the otheI• p1•ophets, .uuch a3,. Elijah, 

wb.om people mocked bGcause of h:i.B abundance of hair.5
1 

The bolt. of skin whlch he wox•0i ws.s talrnn f'r·om the 

:c-arn. the.t Abraham sacrificed lnstead of Isas.c. Tl1is :rarn 
C°'"'" 

80I"vod ul l of the holy men of' Is1~ael 11 -Y· 

When Alrn.z:l.ah heard the descr-ipt:l.o:n, he knew imrn.o-

di8.t0ly that lL wo.H Elijah, tho '.:f.11shb:ite, and he di.spatch-

od two g:r·oupa of f'if'ty~onc::i men oach, to bring hlm baclr.. But 

because of the a1•rogance of Lheir leaders, and the fear of 

death wh:i.ch Elijah harbored, both groups wore destroyed 

by a he o.venly f i.Y.'8, which Elij nh irnroked o r1
1
hero were s i:lr. 
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d:tvlne fires of destruction wh:T.ch God sent to the eartl1.11 

and these wb.lch eonslJlned the one hundred and two mon, 

"1'7 .) 

The thi:r•d group of .flf'ty .. ·one men wer·e able to escort 

Elijnh back to the k:tngn 'rl1ere, at the bedside of l~he king, 

Elijah again accused Ahaziab of following :tn the ovll foot-

stepn o.f Ahab, hl.'3 father, and further, told him that he 

·would never' r•ise again from the bed on wh:i.ch h1:i ley. Tbe 

P.rophecy cmne true and tho king dted., tho last; of' thEi line 

o'f Ahab@ 

Thts, then, W8.8 the character of the logendai>y ... lJib-

li.cal .:£11.jah as depicted by the Hn.bb:lso But the story, 

as yet, ls not complete, for there is still tbe tr.'a.nslati.on 

scone, the scene whlcb. has impr>essed and puzzled men through-

out; the ae;es4 The c=mtire next chapter will be devoted to 

the d:J.Gcmrnton of tho transl1.;i.tllon of Elijah, the prophet,. 
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~rlle translat:ton of El lj<J.h_, the mLraculmrn event :tn 

wh:tch he l"ose to heaven r',l ive, eaused a great c1t:Lr among the 

Habbis and Aggaclists6 rrhe ascension of Elljnh was the Hoed 

.fr•om whlch there blossomed for•th a multi-hued collection of 

legends concerning Elljah, hls li.fe and 11 death 11
• Some of 

these come under- our pur.•vi.ew in th.ls chapter .• 

'.rlms, one of' the riddles that the Queen of' Sheba 

had i::i.sked Solomon was, "who was he that was born and died 

not?" Solomon X'eplJ.E~d.9 11both Elije.h and the Measiah.n 

Here, we note that the translation of Elijah was regarded 

as fore seen l:n So1orr .. on' s day@ But an even p:eior predte-

ti.on ci:une to J·acob in h18 ~first prophetic dream. God, 

in hls vhd.on, showed hlrn a.mong other mire.cloB--thEl tPamJ
? 

lat ion of Elijaho '-

El:tja.h a1~rn knew that he was to be translated to 

heaven, and even more, he had prescience of the exact day 

011 ~hi ch it wus to ts.ke place. At the moment when ho waf:1 

to depart from the earth, he 1:rn.r1t0d to be alone and, there-

fore, tried to leave Elisha behind. But Elisha refused to 

f , l, • . ore:3a1{C 11J.m, for h0, too, knew that his master was to be 
".'l 

transl£~tod,.__, In fact, even the profess:i.onal prophet.ii in 

both Beth El and Jericho, knew of the impending rn:.:c<:nrn ion 

:.:md approached Eli3ha ·vJi th the knowJ.edge of his mHster' 8 

departure. P:r·om both groups of men, El i.sha asked i'or 
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sl1ence; he was distl"essed enough at the pr•ospect of Eli,jah 1 ,9 

translation and needed no remindero 

After Elijah and Elisha had left Jericho, fifty of 

these aforementioned prophets followed tbem and stood on 

the oppostte ba:r.Jr of' the Jopdan, i'n antieipation of tlu~ 

forthcoming scene~ Elijah, in order to cross over the Jor-

· dan, split the river with his wondrous mantle and walked, 

with Elisho., to the othsr sicle, whEH'e he was to bf:i trans-

lated. WbJ.le they wer•e passing through the Jopdan, Ellsha 

. aslr.ed that a double port:i.on of t~h.e powe:i:'s o.f Elijah be g:r·ant-~ 

cd to himo HiEi desi.r'e wou.ld be fulfilled, 'sai.d Elijah, only 

if ho were able to witness the translation eene (II K~2olO)e 

And whJ.le they were crossing over, they were engrossed in 

e learned discussion of Torah., The angel who had been sent 

to bring El:t.jah upJI could not, in all good consc:i.e:nce, :l.n·· 

terr·upt theiJ'.' comrersat:ton., But in 01:>del:" to complete hls 

task, ho was for·ced to send a flery cha.:t•iot, dr>H1em by horirna 

of f::i.1 ... e, to separate them and end the:'i.r• dlscus fd.on. Only 

then was he able to bring Elijah up "ln a whirlwlnd of' the 

h " J.t1. e avenr1 * 

At the rnome:nt of Elijah's trn.rwlation, the voices of 

thousands of prophets were sllenced and their prophetic 

abD.l ty talrnn away., However•, Elisha, who had been able to 

witness the scene, was the lone exception, and his powers 

d "L J ·'-o l 1 f' h • t 1.5 wer·e ou.o .e 1,, ·~no;Jo o . J.l'l m8.s ·er<il 

But tr.10 transl a ti on was not acconrpJ.. lsbed wi. thout solt!B 

heavenly dlssentiono 'I1he angel of death had apgued with 

J 
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God about the advisability of allowing a man to enter heaven 

n11 v0 o God had Pepl.i.fJd that He had c:r•ea too 'chn heavens w1th 

tho ex.press purpose of causing El:tjRh to enter al:i.ve :tnto 

1. them. To l.;b_:l.s, the angel of dee.th B.nswered that thir:1 unrn:mal 

ll 

- ~ . 
. il· ' J . 

event would give man an opportunity to gossip (pischon peh~o. 

V-Ther•eupon God answer>ed, wlth an air of finali.ty, that .Elijah 

lf g:l.vcn the oportu.ni ty, r-1.ri ve the angel of doa th from the 

~ . world. With this answer, God ordered the angel to get him-

nelf' dmm. But os he was dr:::see;nd.ing 9 .J:1ijah spied htrn s.nd 

engB.gecl h:tm ln bB.tt.le; o. nloge whe:rei.n El:i.,jah would hnvo 

killed him~ except for Lhe intervention of God~ Not. being 

allowAd to destroy the angel of death, Elijah·nave~theles8, 

for·cod him under h:ts foot and fle·w to heaven on him. 6 

f:. 

i 

c. l:iJ:~~nl';SS ol the fier:y chaPiot D.nd l:HJPses ar:1 l11:Ljah wP_F: 

being translated. And ~fuen the Bible states that Elijah nnd 

Elisha were sepureted b~ lhese lns~ruments of heavon, it 

·' 
;~ 

. I and cvcr-;yth.tng, exner)t the mantle, which f011 er i£1iuha, hnci 
:;>'J 

bc,cr bu 1'.'nedo f But Kirnhi goeEt on to <'Ullr., jf the c.l.otbJ.nt:S of • 
~lijah was bu~neJ, how did the mantle escapG Lho conflagra-

L:ton, uud ...:onvc:errn1 ;]', :l f' Lhe m11n Lle fcl1 on E1 :l,3r1n.., why 

not thr::~ rcat oi' the cloLhlng'l FurLher, :i.f Elisha had a 

cJoublo porti.<:m o.f Jilijah 1 ;3 ri:iiriacuJ.ous power, then 
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why d:l.d he need the mantle ?-t all'~' He leaves these two 

que:::: tions unresolved in his conrrnentary. 13 

But thore wei>e mnny diV'ergent and cl:l.sagreelng 

voices among the later Rabbis, conc.erning the corporeal 

ascension of J£1 ij ah. In the period of the r11annaim, c .. 

lOC.E~ to 2;-20 C.Eo 1 there was tho opi..nlon that nelther 

Ell j nh~ nor any other Di bl ic.111 ch.s.raeto:r c'}v1-)r ren11 y as

cended the heaven.,9 Both the SepL;uaglnt and the Targum 

on Second Kings ?:l opposed the popular vi.ew of Eliji:i~h' s 

trans.Lat:i.on .. 
10 

J·osephu8ll in Antig,uJ..il stated that Elijab 

d'i.r:rnppeerod from among :rnen ao as not to lot anyone knm,-J 

that he had d:i.ed, and th:ls wns the I'eason that the author 

WJ'.'ote the t1~anslf:l.ti.on 
11 

sc:ene. Rabbi Yose 9 who lived a 

genera ti on after J'osephus, stated that nei th.er Moses.?· at 

the time of tho reve.Latlon on Sirn:d.,, nor Elijah, ascended 

to heaven., li'u.r•ther, he postulated that the pormement abode 

l'"' of naijah is a spot close to heaven, but not heaven itself~G 

On the other> hEmd, thoro wox'e many ~rnu.i:•ees wh:tch 

cl.aimed that El lj ah. defin:i. tol~r ro ne to and resided in 

11 
beave:h. ~ In f.B.Gt, after• lrn had i:nrncessf'ully completed 

td.s m:tsston to t.he people, during the reign of Ahab, h('3 

• ' d th d . ·1 1·· 1· 1 1 J~. wns oven i::1.ppo1.nT;e e guar u1n ango .. o srno .. _ <> 

But tho loter .Aggadists who ae;:ceed to thf) fact that 

Elijah had been translated, disagreed as to the method of 

h:ts tI'anr:c-:lation., As we hnvo rJoen,, Klmhl beJ.levod that hi::.~ 
0 

a~1cens'J.on was ono of' Lhe spirlt nlon0, and that h:i.~J l>oc1y was 
1 !::'. 

destroyed in the fire (see note nine)e-/ 
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42 
{i'Tl10r•ear1 the Zohar:tc writings proposed the theory that even 

though Bli..jah. 1 s soul wA.s separated from. his body, at tho 

moment of his translation he donned n colost.ial body which 

enahled hlm to ascend to the heavense Further, his tor-

ruf.itlal form was not buimed, but lert lntact l.n the wh:Lrlw:i..::1d,, 

so that he co.n clot;he himself in it whenever he 1•otur1ui to 

As I see it~ there were very definite reasons as to 

why the translation scene wa:1 so. hotly disputed among tho 

Habb:i.s.; 1rtw majoP .factor in this consideration was l.Jw 
. 1 .,, 

ernorgenco of ChrL.i tiri.ni ty., ~ / In the ma.in, the tra:ri :::lat:Lon 

scene ms.do .i£1ijah a unlque character w:L \.;hin the Old 'l'esta"· 

me:nt, and due to its mys tlcal and supo1'na tul'al aspect;~, 

laid the fou11dation for further legends and talos concern-

ing the prophet and hls appeat'ance to m.a11 on ea:r.•th., 

.. ~· 

J 
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C H A P T E H V ----------
ELIJAH AND THE MESSIAH 

After Blljah had boe:n t;r.•anslRted to heave:n; was he 

still active 1n the affairs of men<i' The Rabbis and the 

Aggadlsts answered this qtte3ti.on with a do.Liberate yes., 

'.l'b.e1.-r• p.roof came f'ro:m, no ler:is a source,, than the Old 

Testament itself@ In Second Chronicles 21:12, a J.ettor 

f~om Elijah was delivered to the wicked king Jehoram, 

scolding him for his evil and idolatry. This letter 

0vol1.ed much in'cere st a.mong tho Rab his, bocaus<:'l .11 aceordl:ng 

to l3iblical chr•onology~ it came seven years after El:i.jab. 1 s 

translation. In this light, the teachers a.nd sages of 

I::n'.'r-:i.el 8.X.poun.ded the be1 tef' that Ell;j ah, though in heaven 

most of the Limo,, returns to earth and partlclpatoa in 

the activ:t ties of rrmnk::Lnde 141 th this groundwor•k 111id, a 

whol o new gr•oup of legoncl s, far more vast tb.ar.i. tho sc adcn."'n·~ 

.Lng the Biblical nnrrat.1vo, wex•e w-r•ltten about El:i.jaho In 

po;:! t~ Bl b1 i cal times 11 the 1~:1 lj ah legond s dee.1 t wJ.th ever:y-

l:;h:Lng from talking a:n:1.r118.ls to the hoi>aldl:ng of' tho Mosslrm:lc 

The Messianic Jore, connected with Elijah can be 

found within a1mo::;; t aJ.l of the total j_ ty of Haggadlc lite r>&l.·· 

t·u.rE::. '.L'hore i.~1 some cont'!'.'OV01"SY among certa:i.n Aggndist2" 

n1e quc.:!l;lon. aro::;;c as to Hhethe1'.' Moser1 or Elijtah Tvou1d be 
1 

the log:i.timn.to :f.orerun11e1' of the Hessh1-h~L1· Hlclr•a8h 

J .. 
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Davarim Haba states that God prom1sed both Moses and Elijah 
r.:'. 

tho privilege of being sent at the end of days@~ 

1/Jlwroes, Posikta Haba tal states,, after :ma\.clng a compara tlve 

study of the llle:t'itfl of Iv'IosAs and Elijah, th11t Moses was 

only cho scm for the ternpo:rary task of. redeeming Israel :f11 om 

B;gypt; Elijah has been choaen, by God, to redeem Israel :i.:n 

I ff • 6 the ~essianic age@ 

The belief that Elijah was Phineas also played a part 

ln the dote1•mlnat:lon of this r·ole .. Because, Ga:i.d some~ 

Phineas (Elijah) made peace between God and Israel, he shall 

e D tah1 lsh p0e.ce between God and the wor>J.d$ by being the fore·~ 

runner of the Messiaho7 

irhis popular belief' among J·ewish teachers also ::::pread 

to Christian authors .. Ju~1t:;rn M.arty1•, c,. 100 c .. t;;., ~ 8 

that thor0 was an old Jewish bel'i0f that Elijah will ano:Ln'G 

There is a mnrked tend•:.incy vd Lh'.Ln the 

Testament, codified about 175 C.E .. 
10 

and especially within 

tho S,vnopt:tc Gospels, to :ldentlfy J"ob.:n the Baptist wl th 

E:lijah, making h:l.m the forerunner of the Messlah, J·esus. 

In Matthew 11:10, Jesus paraphrased the last verses of 

Malachi, and announced that J·ohn the Baptist is tbe one 

who has come to priepare the people. Later, in the same 

chapter, Jesus said to the people, concerning John, "a.:nd 

lf you w111 receive it, this is Elljs.h, whlch was for to 

come'' (11.14). In Matthew 17:12, Jesus was questioned by 

his d1scip1es as to why th6 usct'ibes" said that before 

the Messiah can come, Elijah must spp(rnr.. He answered 

his diCJciplcs' :i.:nqulr:Los by sa;ying: "but I say to you that 

T 
I 
I 
i 
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Elijah han already come,, but they d'ld not know him, but ha.Ye 

done to him whntaoever they l:i.stedo 11 

~Che book of Luke beglns with the story of an angel 

who predicted t.he birth of John tho Baptlst to ch:Lldless 

parents o 'l'he angel ss i.d that the ~ion,, J'ohn, 11 sha.11 go 

bofore hlm in the spirit and power of' Elijah, to turn the 

hearts of the fa the:rs to the children, und the dirrnbedient 

to the w:i.sdom of the just, to make ready a people prep1:.n'ed 

for the Lord" (1:17) o 

But :i.n the book: of J·orm, when ~rohn the Baptist wns 

asked d:troctly if' he is Elijah, he replied ·wi.th a denial (1~21.) 

Later, ln the chapters John accuses .hit-.i iDnquls:i.tors of not 

kno·wing "he--- whose com:t.ng a ft.er me is proi'erred before 

it (1 ')'7) me .. .,._ • This statement could possibly be construed to 

mean th.at John ndmlttod that he wan Jialj8h nnd the one 

"comtng after" ht.m was the Me:rnlah .. 

In tho book of Marl{, there are s.1so the l''Cpor"ts o:L 

the d:L:3Ciple n to ,Jcsu8 as to wl101.n tho people t.hi.nk he Ls" 

The people, said tho disciples, mistakenly believe Jesus 

ffl 'r·h. ,9 ·f· b"lr ·fh_ ·"'' dc".-.tc: 0.1..p J .. ·,7 1:; n. ·11' h • . L' ·1ur:i, we m.D.y as n-wne 11 v .. - v J v " "' _ _ ...,. "~..., w , 

an(3 lnter, the role of Elijah as the he1,11ld of the .Messiah 

wai:1 known by, at least, fJOme of the more inf.Luenti.al teachers 

and wr:tter::i, ·who con;:iidered. his coming to be the naturnl 

order of events dl:rectly prccedi.ng the arrival of the Mess:taho 

There were a fe~,.-v, whose ideasj concePn.:l.ng El:ljah1 s 

.Mess:1..anlc role, were more rrJ.dical@ 'rhey held that Elijah 
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was to be, in truth, the Messiah himself e The statement 

ln Ecclei:ilo.stlcus 1+8, 11 that Elijah is to restore the tr•ibes 

,, J - l " . . . . f ' "\, •t 11 01 aco) , implies a :Mess larnc nns s :ion ·-or c1ie prop iet. 

Even in ].ater Rabbinic sources ho is considered the MessiRho 

In some places he is even referried to as 11 GoG1 11 -the. 

12 
redeemer, and h:i.s name-Elijah•s was believed to be one 

of the names of the 1Vlessiaho1 3 In fact, i.n order to coincide 

with the ace.opted concept that; the Messiah must bo o.f' the , ,. 
Dav:i.d:ic llne, th0-y named nthe son of Da.vi.d 11 E1ijah.·-LJ· J3ut 

tho .munber of tirn.cs he is con:::idored the Hes~.'liah in sma.11., 

and 1;-1[:u1 
. . {' 15 pr•obably the opunon of' very .L ew'll 

ELI.JAH 1 S MESSIANIC AC11IVI 1rIES 

'l'he legendary L:l:t j ah finally became,, to the RHbbis, 

a sine qua ~on for the appearance of the Messiaho Ona of 

the r(';asona glvon for opr=>ning the door f'or .JJ;lij:rth, the 

p:1:iophet, 8.b the l)osach sede:r, is that thG chlld.re:n should 

be :tnculcatcd wlth the kno·wl0dge of the tr·uo sign of the 
16 

comi.ng o:C the Messiah, which is, the appeal'.'anco of Elijah,, 

But what will happrm. when the Me:rniah is about to come? 

Herein llez Elijnh 1 s rnnin Messianic nctiv:i.tiEH1 .. 

In a Habhintc legend, alluding to H:lcab. 5 :4, it if:: 

stated th.at when. the time draws iligh for t.ho Mossle.h to 

commence hi.s work, ho will be sur·rotmded by li council of 

~. seven shepherds and seven princes& Elijah is listed as 

one of tho princes I!> 
17rrhree clays before the comlng of the 

Messiah, Elljah will appear in Palestine and proclaim 

"peace upon the worlcln" 'l'wo dD.,1/8 boforo the com:tng, El:i.jah 
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w:i.ll proclaim ttgood upon the world 11 .. And on the last day 

pr1or to the arrivnJ. of the Messiah, Ell j ah will announce, 

11 sn.1vation upon the wor-ld". 18 

After Elijah lw.s made the trn•oe proclamat:i.ons, he 

w:LLJ. di.sa.ppear and IVilch.acl will bl.ow the trumpet. rl1hf~n El :Ljah 

will again appear, but this time to introduce the Messiah. 

'J.10 pr•oye that he :ts Elijah and that the one whom he ls i.n-

troduc:t.ng i.s the promised Messiah, E1:i.jah. wU.1 perform 

elght; :rr:dPrrnles. Th.ose who will be present, wh0n he i::eap-

pears, will nsk him to raise a dead mano This he wlll do 

lrnmediately. r.ro furtb.er eonv lnce the people, he wLU J'.'a :i. se 

a11 the dead whom tlu\:l per-riono.1ly knew .. A.fteI' he h;ois per-

fo1·rned the miracles, he wLl.l h.Low the shofo.r at the Mc;,1 ... 

the i-rnrld •
19 

/\.:n.oth(n' ve1•sion of the appe8.r>ance: and :i.ntroducti.o:n 

of L;he l"le;Jsiah, Ji::~ tb.n.t El:t;).:.lh, wlLh the x>c:st of the r:i.ght-

eous, will file out into tho desert, and there they will 

remRin for forty-five days~ At Lne end of that time, they 

w5_l1 aJ.] co:me out led by the Mos:·d.a.'(1, who, then wlll start 

the work of rednmptj.on. 20 

Still another aceount of the events leading up to the 

salvnt:i.on of. the wor>1d, placen tht; majority of the x,edemp~ 

tion in the hundrJ of E}.ijah. Ile wU.1 appea:c• rrnd announce 

the comtng of the Messiah hy asking the people to repent® 

'rhen he wU.l proceed to re::~toro penee nnd har>mony· jn the 

wo:r•ld by r<~ solvlng al1 .Legal n:nd rl tual iE: t le problems.. In 

short, his task will be to remove every ob8tRcle from the 
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ELIJAH 1 S INTERIM ACTIVITIES 

4.8 

UntU. tho coming of the Mossjah El:Ljah performs many 

ac.t:i..vitlos whi.(~h, due to the lack of time and space, I 

shall not d:i.2cuEJs in thlEl dlssePt.atton. Hather, l sho.11 

briefly m~ntion only ~hose activities ansociated with the 

Messi0nic asnoct of his roJ.e@ 

Elijah, as depleted in Haggadic works, was intimate 

wl th cc:r.t~lln men, whom he fa~rored. And upon :eeq1Je st, br:; 

a11ppl ied them :l.nform11 ti.on a'oout the Mess lah. Once, Hr:J. bbl 

.Jo ,shua b. Levl, who ·was a partieular frlend o:f U1e pro-

phet' t:i w~rn jntroduccd by .G.:li.joh to the Messtah, who, nt 

Lhot time was standing by the gate of the poor in Rome. When 

asf.{ccl wb.en the lllessj ah vrlll make hls EJ_pTJf;nrRnce he a11.s1rnr-

eel thot he WBS plr:mni.ng lo eome thaL day. Elljah lnteJ::> ex~ 

p10i.11ed to Habbi Joshua that the Messiah wns i>oady to come 

and redeem Is Pa el at any t hnc j_f Lhey wou1d only pi>ove 

Lhe.msolve ::1 22 ' . . worth·y- of Pedemptlono At anoLher> time, 1J1 ans-

wep to the que:Jtlunn of Hab YehudD., E:l:i.,iah said that the 

world wi.11. stand for 6000 years, or no less than eights-

.flve jubllce yeurs, beforo the c:oming of th0 Mossi::>_h. But 

nt whaL Linili of that yoar, 

However, there ween some questior.B which he should 

noL have answered even though they were asked by his close 

friends~ Elijah told Rabbi Judnh Hu-Nesl, thRt if Rabbi Hiya 

and his son would pray together their prayur would be so 

effective that tho Messiah would bo forced to come~ Upon 

l 
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hc:::1r:Lng th:t.B, the:: fD. ther· and son began to prny toget11er u 

When word of this betrHye.1 of a heavenly secret reached 

lwaven, jnijo.h was lashed sixty times with a whip of fire 

for imparting thiB knowledge. \f!hen hts punishment wus over, 

ho went back to earth and appeared a8 a bolt of fire between 

Rabbi Diya nnd his son, to end their prayer and again find 

1\,yv·or :1n the sight of' the heavenly hostso 21+ 
When El:i.jah ls not arnong men i:w dwells in the high-· 

est 1evel of paradise with tb.o thr•oe pe.triarchs .cind the 

comforts the weeping Messiah, who is 

suffering fr•om the affl le tlon.s placed upon him for tho a~ 

t;onement of tho E,Jins of Isr'ne1 .. E1 lj ah co:r.1::H.1le s the Hes-

si8.l1 ·by iJJ~aci11g 11:1.s 11eacl i:n. 111.s bot:.~orn arid :pecitlng tl10 glo""6 

1 ' -~ · 1- '; ,, 1 II ,..., l\f .. ' -- l," ,· ', ~ ,c -- •,·_,,, ,-.,. ' 2 6 r: .. OS Of Cle L0_1Une; de;,;.J_.D.nl.t; 15.0 8., 

J£LI,JAH' S HOLE DUHINU THE MESSIANIC AGE 

E1.1.jah'B t2Rk 1s not conmlotnd nfter ho introducos 

wo1•ld he t~:lll bo tbc expot.mdor of lat", b.Hv:i.ng i:;h.G ~:;eme l'E>· 

latlonshJp wlth Lhe Messiah as ih-t:ron had w:Ltr1 

During tho Me:::is:i.an:i.c per:iod~ ti;ltjah wi.J.1 

whj_ch were put a1rny by Josiah l·\fhen d(::iGtructlon Ht',8 J.rnm1n~~ 

I ,28 .,. 
cn-G. .Lll th:t~J t :i mo, he 1'-li.11 nl so be:: o:no 0f thG cabinet of 

eight presided over by the Messiaho Ho will teach the b~bies 

of wlckeJ. people, wbo rm.cl d:i.ed in ch:U.clbi.rth, because of' 

Urn s :Lnc: of their fathers to ple::id wi. th God fo:t' the 1 ifo of 

?O 
th0i:r• .Cnthe:es@ '-- / 



Sometime after the inception of the Messianic age, 

Eli,jah will go lnto ·combat with the prince of Edom~sata.n

''O and with the assistance of God, slay himfl 5 The final ~ct 

of' Elijah's c1.:i.1•e0r wtll be to slay Sama.el snd by dolng so 

banish evil from the world forevar.31 

~i:1huf.l Elijah :ls a most important flgure in the JE;wtsh 

concept of' the }'i\essianic salvat:ton of the wo1~1.d .. It iG Lm-

possibJ.e, said the sages of old, to achieve a Messianic age 

without the agoncy of Elijah@ 
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SUMMARY 

Ellje.h, 8.8 we hn.ve seen, war~ i:mpoptant to the Habbis 

and story telleJ}S of J"ud1:dsm and. Chr:tst:tan:t ty, not only 

:from a Haggad:tc point of view, but also ln a theological 

senaee In la~er literature he becGme, ostensibly, the peg 

on Hldch the hopeEi and asplrnt:i.o:ns of the Jeid.~1h people 

The Dlblic~l story~ with lts m~ny and dtverse mi-

t ' authors and eventually 3nowballod into u nrultitudc of le-

genda and folklor'Oo But the story in Pirst and Second 

K.Lngti wn~:; not the geno:~ls of" tho E1ljah legend;:~. Purthex•, 

lL was only a link :tn the development of tho clrnP1J.cteP, 

I have 13lfiHJ.dy .:d.~ated in note ·8 ~1at I believe to 

ed befoJ'O Slisha on.cl an onotcP:i.G group of f'el]O'tv proplrnt:.3, 

Up un',/i.1 Lb.en he lJnd ~.worn. r:i fmnL1 ~u upon the land, 

be done rx,'}' God; aftr:r which he w:Js fod :i.n bb.o cave by the 

J 
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ravens~ during which time he was absolutely alone. Ha re-

ceived the widow's son in the solitude of his room with no 

w:Ltnosse::i pPesent and hts convcrsat:i.on with God, in the 

cave was a1r~o ln isolat:Lon from other human beings_,. 

The Carmel miris.cle rna:y or m.8.y not have .happened in 

thn b.l sttiry of the people. I por0ona1. ly bel:i eve tb.1~1 t some 

e·ven'LD, with some prophet, must have tnlrnn place on. the top 

of Cnr>mel; an event :i.n which this prophet -vn:1s tb.o pr:l.mary 

ch8.rHcter anc'I whlch, in turn, ga~1e b.im a m:i.x•aculous reputa,-

t:i.orio Other• thm1 thls occurence, I would ventu11 0 to say 

that the people knew nothing about hi~@ This is, tn nzy opi-

nion, verified by the absence of accurate historical mate-

r•i9.l appc-mdod to the tale, concerning hlmo It is vor•y sur•-

' 
I ... 

p:t>lsing to see a ma.jo:r. chm"actor within tho Bible ·w.tthou-C t'.t 

b:c:ie.f g<:.ineology ai-rnr"lhod t.o h:i:m. And tho contrnd:Lct:i.on as 

to when thr.~ house of Omr.i would f' sl 1 (during the dnyG of 
', .. 
' 

81:i.jah or Ll:Lshn) poL'1ts to the f'nct that the tale spinner 

hDd e. d i.fficult time placing B:J. ije.h wi th:tn tho chronology of 

The sncrU':tce on Carmel left a deep lrnpr•esoion in 
J_·' 

the • f"' CODHCl.OU;::m.o s :3 0 the people and o:f'f'o·red much mated.al 

for their !maginationse Herein lies the origin of the 
~ .. ·. 

Elijah tale•n• Many of the miracles ascribed to him in 

the Bibli.ci:!.l naJ:•rative are extremely slmilar to other mi.-· 

l'acles found in the Old Testgment., 

The resu11ci.tatlon of the widow' 8 son is simllar, i.n 

::::uporns.tural intent;, to the revi.ving of SamueJ. b-y the 1.r!i tch 

l 
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oi' Endor. E1:T.jah 1 s sojourn in tho wilderness fo·e i'ort:y 

di:1.ys lr> -ren1ini<:o;cen.t of l\foses al:; the top of' the mountain 

for forty days. The splitting of th0 Jordan distinctly 

parallels Moses' splitting of tho fled 38a and the conversa-

Lion w:t th God in the C8.Ve on Horeb is llke the theoplrnny 

of lViories on Sinaie The mlraculouEJ moment on Carmel is the 

lone exception@ It alone sounds as if it wss orig1.nRl in 

the mlnd of' the au.tho:ri; probabJ.y lrnc.:ause something slm:i.lar 

happened on Carmel, as I have mentioned above .. 

But it is not my purpose to analyze and traee ttrn 

ortg;tns of' 8.LL those legends.. Hather,, to discuss the pos-

sibilities of Elijah's popularity among the Haggadic 

wrlters .. 

l:i;lljah ls defin:ttely a p.roduct of the Iiaggadi.c rrdnd, 

but a mind wh:i.ch knew human no.tur•e" ElijHh was very mLteh 

sympnthy, at other time~-; boi.ng irnseib1o and vindictive. 

In certa:i.n tender rnomentB he is klnd and gentlee All of 

fop the imaginative mill of the Hag~Rdists@ lie WflS easily 

'· ~· 
l<lentifinble with the average man except for his ability 

to perform outstanding miracleno Within Lhe Bihlical nar~ 

,. 
i. 
l 

rativo he scolds kings nnd is scolded by God; he demands 

' r ~. ' 
favors and does favors; he threatens annihilation and is 

threatened with destruetion, and wl th dinr.1•etlon being 

the better part of valor, he flees from his enemleso 

Btd; th0 supornatura.l eJ.uments whi.ch separate h:1.m 
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from man were not the main concern of the author~ for if they 

were, El:i.sha, w'ho duplica-t.c.:id h:!.s mas ter 1 8 mi.r8.clcs twlce~ 

over, would have captured the Haggadic mind~ Actually, there 

is some doubt as to the authenticity of the Elisha tale, in 

that it seerns to be a conthmation of the Elijah story~ by 

another author who was unor:i.ginal enol.l.gh to have to use the 

nd. racl 8 s of El :t j ah f'or hi. ~i cb arac te1' o 

Elijah appeared at a crucial time in the history of 

l;Jrne1 o lnte:r•mr:n'.'rlage had produced o.. foreign o1ement among 

Urn ru1or powora; f'orolgn worship was crcoplng :tnto tb.o llve~J 

ments, held the control of bhe country in her handso But 

Elijah, whose :nan10 1.i tera.Ll·y means, u-zahwt~h i:-:t m:l God", 1.n1d-

clonly appee.red on the scene, destroyed the Daul worr:~h:tp 

(supposedly) and the prophetn of the cult, e.nd rostoped the 

v»Jhr:tL an irnrn•e:rni011 th:i.s inui3t lw.ve made.,. oA f:t.ght:tng evo.ngo-~ 

l :L~~d, unexpeeted1y oppea1:od in tLrnlr.• xnidst and performed tm 

unbe1 ievabl.o feat beforr:: tllelr e yo :3 and then prornp tly dis-

appeared againo lle1'.'e i·ms n n1ystor:l.ou1::1 chB:.eaeter,, not onl.y 

to Lhe people to whom he showed h:i.mself 11 but to those who 

for eenturiea tx•ansmitted hls name Fmd hi[.1 deed to .foll.owing 

genni>ntion s, 0e,ch time adding a 11 ttlc mo:ee tci tho ::J to Py .. 

1J.1hl:J oral tradlt.lon, crnbo11i.sh:i:ng the Cat'lnel lnctdont, was 

d.r•culatod mnong tho people until it was conRldered irri~ 

portant enough to include withln the Canon~ 

Why was EliJall chosen'? J·ust for the reasons I have 

(' 

. ~ 
... _____________________________ _.....,,. ---~-~ 



'restamcnt, whether they wePe the lator preaching prophets or 

the 0s.:('lier mh"aculous prophets., were f'amil inr inclvidue.:Ls, 

with knowable geneologies and histories. It was difficult 

to adorn their lives with a multitude of supernatu1"'al tl'.J.lcH1, 

because too mueb. ws.s lrnown about them. 

But a ms..n who came fr•orn. nowhe:i:•e, who as ton:i.shecl. tho 

people with hyperphyaica.1 might and then disappeared, was a 

total my:3tex'y and myEJ tepio :'l ht~vi:': 8 .. Lways att1'ac tod the i:rnagi .. 

net.ion of man,. 

This, in my opin:i.on, is the origin and tho re:rno:ns 

for the development of' the m.:tjah legends.,. A men who did 

not dle nru!'lt, of eourse~ live on, and so he docs ·~ in the 

hopes and dreams of the Jewish people. 

l 
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N0'1'£i;S-··CHAP'I1I!!R I 

l 
All tho Biblical. references in the first chapter are 

to the boo'k: of I~. I,, unlesF3 ex.pl.lcitly stated otherwise in 
th(~ text. 

') 
C~ 

Ifo is callGd ntho 'r:i.shbo 11 bocB.ui:ie b.e may have come 
from an area, or ponsibly, a fAmily with that namo, 11 Tishben., 
.AccorcHng to Toblt 1,11 2,, a place wi. th that appella ti.on was 
located within the bot.u:1dax>lA.s of Naphtali.; but the stB.tc~ 
ment that he ws.s one of the dwe.llcr~; of Gilead refutes the 
e.bove conjectu:r"e and may cause us to asmur1e th11t "'l'ishbE> 11 

wa.s a family no.mD. 
') 

J rl'hG statem0nt i.n which Elijah clnimrJ that hr:1 wll1 
withhold the rain and dEn..Y lr.:1 :moro or less cxceptiorw.1 i.n 
the histor·y oi' the pronouncements of the prophet::l., 'r11.is 
lmp.l.:tes that El:tjah had it within h:ts powe:r• to contI'ol the 
elGments, Most lilrnly the author, or authors, intended to 
show the mngnitud.e of h:t:::i greatner::is th:r•ciugh th:Lr:: statemcm.te 

J+ dis flight n.fter pronouncing tho .famine upon the 
land was most likely due to the fear· of the revenge of 
Ahab and J'ezebel, although this ls not explj_c:i.tly ~Jtated., 

'5 'l'he dr•y:i.ng of the brook was, most probably, the au
thor·' s wa.y of' showi.ng the length of time the curse had been 
affecting the 1and., It c.ou.ld have poas:i.bly beon t;he au~ 
thox• 1 s :i.ntent:i_on to also show th.at God wanted the pr>ophet 
to reliE)ve Him. of thf~ CUI'88 rriade ln His name, but; which he 
was obliged to fulfill as long as the prophet desired it .. 

6 
'r11B JEWI8H ENCYCLOPEDIA.. Is lc'lore :3ingo1:>, 0d., Now 

v·(_"J·.1-.>lr. e ""'-d r-0"1"..:i ,...!1 • . "·rji'U-::-11:--:-l ";:}"(1 f,J,,.,* ~-.,., '"1.J 1 "-' ('0 { ') OQJ ) Ho·., -,, ·.-.. 121 .!.. ; • d.1.c .W .( ()_\1,40 l l J::'~ <:.L ' ·1 <'.l.t,L•.< .... .,,,_, v O>' \ .. / /_,, !J V -- o .?iJ-O .. () 

7 'The miracle or i•eviving th0 widow's son verif'led that 
he was a man of God, at least to Lhe widow.. Thi8 proof, 
once (~:.:JtabllohedJ would stand in good stEiad for him 11' t;horo 
would be an~/one who mi8,ht doubt h:i.s wo:rd@ He a..Lso had a 
l:!.ving wttness to his power~J ln the pe:r'son of thn wldoN·. 
This ref..n .. lrre(~t;icm of the dead later• became an lmport1:1..nt act 
in thB repetolre of the miracle working prophets, such a3 
Elisha. It is interesting to note that there is a very 
s lm:U nr tale conce:cntng J"csus in the book of Lulrn, ( cb..;;1.ptEIP 
7, verses 11.-16), in which Jesus ra18es the widow of Uain 1 s 
::;on r~com tho dond 3 at whieh t;imo he a.1.so wns frr'.'OClolrn.ed n 
great prophoto 

8 
As I· sta.te more thoroughly in chapte~r stx, I beli.€::ive 

the inc:tdent on Ca:r•mel Lo be tho c:_r:tt:~nJ corr~ o.f thn D:i.b1lc2l 
::;'l:,n1';{ Of .2.:l:ijah, the prophet. rrh:l.;::)_, TH'Cbably d:i.d happen, 
o:r, at J.e11.s t ~:iornething :Ji.mi.lax- to l L ·wh·i ch loft a deep im·· 
pr0sr,ion on the m:tndr.i of the people. .Around thls core the 

! 
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rest of the ~Jtory evolved. 'rhe ml:eaclo and the prophed.es 
were, most llkely the products of imaglnative minds who 
cmud.d0r0d the prophet on Carmel, a great wonder worlrnr and 
seer. Each time the story was retold another facet was 
prootably added until we hgve the version of Eltjah that ap
pears within the canon. lt is interesting to note, however, 
how 1:I;lljah was identified with the mountains, referring to 
his init:i.al victor•y on Carmel" ~Che flfty prophe ls who 
doubted hl.s translation thought that possibly the spiri.t 
of the Lord might have wafted .h:tm to some MOUJ!.1~.ll:L or valley. 

9 
A 11 ter8ry hypc11bole the author used to emphasizr-; tho 

power and heat of the fireo 

10 
It le; vex•y pn:Jslbl(:; thnL in using l;h0 ;;;U.11 ~3TI18.Ll vo:tee 

8.fl tho vehic1o through which Go.a i3poke to El:i.jah, the author 
:Lntend1;.id to show that God wi:,nted ktndness,, merc·y, or a tem
per-ate accepl:iancc o:f the pr•cblems whlch had beset .Sli.jo.h@ 
It me.y also lrn.Yo been a 1'ofutation of a theory which may 
have been prominent in that day, when this was written, that 
Yahweh was a god of hoJ.ocaus t; ar1d anger .. 

ll -I ·· 1 .. • 1 :i 1 • ~ 1 ' '-.t epe we see .u; J. J a 1 as sunL.ng a r>o._e very si.rr.-1 .. ar GO t ne 
r.olG of Nathan.JI the pPophet, in the court of Dav:td; that is, 
one of a censor of' the king 1 1::1 a.ctic.nL:i., 

12 1:ChLJ rovors2.l on tho paPt of Goel :incUco. to s two t;hings 
w:i..thin the story; flPsL, the tale EJPi:nner who concelved this 
story had to align ElljHh 1 s actio:n8 w:tth the chronology of 
the history of Israel; second, that Lhi8 is a necessary il
J.ustro.tion of the mercy of God v:ts-a-·v:'L.~~ the vindict:i.ve 
t:r>aits oi' Ell;ji:ib. Pe:t?haps this is to cast an unfavorr.i.ble 
J 1 "h ·t p 1 ·~'J i ·· i- c - ~ ·t ·• • ,_ • f' - i~ . - rl • ... I P. " , -, -, ., ·• ,~ r ,, - g u. OL J.:.I., Jal so a.. 0 JUS IJJ.. y .tlS ~ LoB.p J~ar. 8.LCt;; Ul IJ •. 10 
following chaptero 

13'rhj co • .;J l.'3 a dupJlc.ation of the rn_irBcle Moses perfor•mcd at 
the Hc:1d Sea., 

.· 11.+ 
The author of the legend made th~ translation of 

Elijah credible by not only ha'\ring El:lsha and the .fif Ly 
prophets witness it, but also by having a search party of 
fifty prophets look for• Elijah :tn the c01_i.ntrysidefl The re~ 
::ml ts of thei.r soa:rch provj_ng fut:lle mennL tho.t EJ.i.jah must 
hnve gone to hBnveno 



r r 

;'\' 

\ 

NOTES--CHAPTER II 

1 3~_er Aliyahu Habba we-Seder. 91:t.yahu ~~a~ (Tanna Deb0 
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"- Ginzburg, L. The ~~_gends C?.f' the Jews@ PhLlad6lphla: 
The Jewish Publication Socie~y of America. (192~,1955,1946, 
1954), Vol. 111,p.462. 
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jamJ.:n; e.nd. Ez;r-a 10:21 s.nd 26, where two Elijahs arc mentioned 
as sons of priests. Of course, the reason he may have been 
accredited to the tribe of Gad iR because of the sicnifi
ct:i.nce of the name 0 Gad" whi.eh li ter•a.lly means "god fortune o 

11 

This is close.Ly in line wit;h Elljah. 1 s messi.anic :r·ole. Fur··· 
tb.01:i, in the Biblical account, he is mentioned as a dweller 
of Gile.ad which wa.s in the regi.on of' Gad. 
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Elijah was basily identified w1th Phineas because there is 
no •twnti.on of tbc: lat lier's deat.11 nor the for:rner 1 [J birth. 0 

'11ho I''l.bbls :found a common pur~wna1 i. ty tralt be tween them and 
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ut:tliz0d it to make Lhe identif:tcation~ They wore both ex
t1•em.ely zealous .for the covenant and the doe trino s of God., 

13 ,
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Ellyah:~t . ..!. Pried:mann, N. ecL, Verlas Dor I;:iPnel, Theol 0 

Lehranstalt. (1900), 17.87. 
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cit~ 

27 
Kimhi 

• 
to K. I lB.34, as cited in liikr~ot Gadolot, op. 

JO Be1~0Jrnt ( BnbJ..;lonlan 'I'almud-l~:ngLl sh 'l'ra:nsla ti on) , op .. 
ctt •. 3Ib-J2a.7 

31. 1r11"' odo· ·l · ·' "r ~,,1 G·e· 11 ''" "' i s Li !1 n.... cit'" d 11·1 (.'·l· l"lZ 1 
·-·-, i·>n· c D [. \.... .. v ..L. o.. .... J. c. --- . ,j ,,_; ... _, 4t . ,~ .. ~:i -= ...... ·- . u u u l1.-, b , ) t- c 

d.t .. Vo.La V, Po 135, noto 10., Ag~?r:t,:~-~~Std.rirnl' 8~"1 
cltqd in Ginzburg, ibid11 6~10. 

32 
,:Jode1" .Glvahu Habbah etc:. .. ---------- ., .,,7 s·-7 Op " C 1 G • ·- ., '> ., 

33 Hashi to K. I 18.1_12, a::i cited in 1-Iikraot Gaclolot,op., 
0it. Mldrash Shir lia-Shlrlm, 2Sa, as cited in Ginzburg 
op., c:tt. Vol. N;-p:-199, note. 20<> 1'1idr·a~f:i~.Agge.:.dRt Bcpe .. 
.st;i.:iJ~.' ibid11' ?6.:U.~911 

Jl.i. Mldt'ash WayHt!Nt Tinbbah, as contained in Nidraflh Habbah, 
OP@. ciT: Jle4o _[Hdrt~-sh I\9hel_o t FUJ~:~nh, :~.b:ld:, -:U .• 20-----.-
P0s1.kta de R.ab Kahana 30, 19? 9 D.H cited in U:i.nzbure;, OPoC-J.t., 

Val. VI, pp. J?0-321, noLo 22. 

35nasb.i to Kol 18.,i~, as cited :Ln tho Mikraot Gadol21., op. 
cito 

38 Zahar Bereshit 209, as cited in Ginzburg, op. clL@ 
Vol. vT;'·p.J2.I~ 2)., 

J9 luido 

l.~O ICimhl to 
9 

)~_]. 
Hose:nberg. r;''l ·• .,. h· 'l ·[\-,- ,., ,_. _, I d' ( J 9·1 J) ~:1.:.71 a :·E-~:.P ~ -·~ u. ·> .i. • , o ::i , _. - ... , 

ed., OPo clt.8.1860 
cited in Ginzburg, 
Zohur I,ibld~,209a-
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) I 'J; 
,-., ,MidraslJ .. .R._ey~ shit Habb~b:J_ as contained Jn IV: id rash Habbnl~z 

op.cit o 21.1.
0 

LJ.o :Mic'l}:'_a,sh JrJayikra Habbal~..'l.. as cont8.ined j n Nidrt:s_h 
Rabbsha,, op.cit..,I!),.l. Yeruse.lm:L Bex•a.cho'9_ 9.13a,, as cltod 
in G:tnzburg, Vol. IV, Po 200, ?ote 290 Midrash Koh~let 
Habbah, op.,cit .. 1.6. l1idrn;ih 1\ohe1et Zut1lL as cited :i.n G:i.nz-
burg, op.cit. 87.30. 

t~l~]Larg:~JU K. I 19. 11, as · cited in Ginz1Jurg,,, Vol." VI, 
l). 3?2, note JO. 

} r:' 
~~ MtTzudat David to 

Q.:.'1.a2}.o;c i. op. cl t" 

•r 
ll-. I 19.13, as cited in lfiikraot 

1-1.6 NegiJJ2h .i,Baby19J1:1:<tn rr~-EngJ.ish 'Translal.;ion) ,op .. cito 

19b. 

l19 '-f" I1ici:r•ash Pesikta Habati. 1•1 rlodrn~tnn, T,J~ 0J., op,.c:tt~ 
I -- --------2c··o1.<1?.9a. 

1. The Legends of the op.cit; o Vol®IVJ 

~1 ibid. Vol. I, p .. 283 .. 

c' '"> Y- An unknmvn J.nidre.sh quoted by Rabbl Bahya on Levi t:i.cus 
9.21i, cited by Ginzhurg in VolQ III,, p.2l1.l1,onot10 L~61o 

liiilfiMllEmi!l!''.!!t'!f'!!F1ij=-- ·-_____ ... ~-___,,---------~·. ·-·----.. ---------- ·-·. - --- -. -- -----.. --·-· ·--
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NOTES--CHAP'rl1R IV 

l Gi11zbur·g L LeaF1·1d' G of' •-·L1"' J 0 w··· P'·11°l"'dE]rl1'L" • • _- f . , • • El~ ... · f. • """'~~-- ~ 0 r . c~ _, .... _~J .. _. ~.fl 

'rlrn Jewish ?ubLi.cnLion 3oclet·.w of A:mer•::l .. ca. ( 192!1,,19S5,lcJJ.r.6,, 
·1 o r:::i ' 'r -- i-··v· " , J B ... /_."-!-6• voJ. , iJoJ·-l- .. 

2 

".l 
,.) Hosenberg. 

4 Seder El i_yahu R..fl.bbaQ... .... l~riedrnann, M., od. 9 Verlas dcr 
Israel, Theolo Lahranstalt. (1900),,5022-23. 

) 0 ~e1:,_Jal!! 21, as cited ln Ginzburg, op.cit., Vol-aIV, 
Po239, note. 1. r11 os~::12ht£: So~, ibid., 12.,,)\) ll:l-rn.£....1+ (end) 
·i.'1,i'd Tvie::.c·-J.··L] 0 'T')abyJor·i·.-r 1"q,111uo' L1··,10·-L1'"l· " 1 ro:ir1"l'"'+··io~1) ;.) ('j .L rL, r ·~!} \ D... .._ ~ C.L.:: .... ...L c;: •• ~~,J..!J.l. 0 .. __ .. , l ..L (~ .. W~~..._ .. u._ . .t. ' 

London: Soncjno Press, {1938} i4a. 
6 ZobJD' Ha.dash Rutt! J..,l , as cited in Ginzbu1•g, OD0cito 

Vo.L IV, p.,201, noto 33. Tbls ntot\W :i.s comp8rB.blo to the 
st1•ugcs1o betwe,3n Moses and Samuel at th6 time of the i.'ormor 1 8 
asc:onsion to l1eavon., Cf .. G:lnzburg, opoeito Vol.III,p.,1\.66 Geqo 

7 r. · Kirnhl to 
Wn.rsaw ! (1~71.1.l" 

II K,, cited in Mikraot Gadolot, 

8 The obvious answer to the question 9f the mantle of 
m.1.jah whi..ch Kimhl i.s either sub1ln1atlng or doesn 1 t r'e~ 
cog:nlZ.l'i, (which l doubt) is the miraculous poue:i:'s L1.1.voL~tod 
in tho gar~:1cnt0 Ellj!'JJ. was able to spll.t the Jordt:u1 wlLh 
his mantle., 'rl:tus,th.f>. passing on of l;he mant.Le su;;ge;Jt:~; a 
handing down of propheti.c auLhority to hls diDc.lple,Elisha. 
It; is very slmilnr> to a m.agic wand concept, in which tt1e 
one who possesses it, at t.ho rnnment, he.s the complete 
power contained wi. thin it. It could not he bur·ned because 
it v.re.~1 :miraculous, nor could Elisha have duplicated. th0 
mh'•aclcs of hls master without :tt, 8 .. 9sumod the author of 
tha tr,ile • 

<) H:i .. drash Bero sh:l t Habbah, o. s conta:i.ned wi th:Ln Hidr'1sll 
:1a.ub~.:.h .. Hew Yorl{~ 'TfOP.1T!7<;::18';Inc,. (1<)11.9). J0 .. 9o In.the sanio 
vofr] they uLJC oppose. any vir:liblc menil'o;::taticnrJ of God 
and J.eny that tr:G ,Shcld.nr:i.h ever comes cu ea:-eth. 

10 

J.J. 

12 
clt. 

Ginzburg, op~clte Vol. VIo pp.J22-23, note J25o 
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l3 ~rub"in 0 (De.bylon:i .. ~:n T.~Jmud-Eng1ish 'l'rs.nslHt:Lon),op. 
cito ti.Sao Dahba Batra, ibidq 12lbo ~?.~.~er 018.!'1· 1 9 aB 
cited ir1 Ginzubrg,, opo cit., Vol. IV. p,.,_0~2d 2 Aboth 
d 1 _ H@b:t Nathan, ibi.do 1 38.,1030 

l4 Glnzburg, Lo opbcit. Vol. VI, p.325, note 39. Other 
than .f.!aijah,, both Moses and Enoch, upon their ascensions 
to heaven became angels and performed services as angels. 
~1· G~J.·n7.btiJ~~ Vu-1 1' D 1~·7 ~;o~o- ~8- Ir1 tbR d40 c·u~Q10·1~ of' ...,, . e "· -~ .;...J ~ o , . _ ,,, v , ..:: ~ -- _r' 1 "" . . v .... ) 0 o ... .....,. .l,, • ..J 

1 
• ., ~ ·--~ • J. 

t.;ho spiri tue.1 translation bf Elijah'~. Fi•:tedmann, ·"in. nls intro-
(111 .. ~·J0 ""r +·c 0 ""1 er t.,,,i.y<•"'u n..,b.,1,..,a"ti pp l)t--2() s·1·.::.tes ·'·hrit .A. \,;. v ~'J .. l lJ) ~ .. .~1.t2 .... c .... u. _ l\O~J ~ @ •. ,. . 1 . ~ I Uc... 1;,, lJ. c... . 

the concept of the translation of tho soul alone is cru~lete-
1y foreign to the o1dor sourcefJ u:nd what la actually meant 
is an ascenslon of both body and soul., 

] r::' ·--· Contrnry to G:i:nzburg, who states that he feels the 
stat;0ment oi' ·R. Jose, who saJ.d that neither IVloses nor
El:tjah ever ascEJncled to heaven, is not anti~Christiano 
(Cf§ Ginzburg, Vol .• 61 pp&J22-J23, note 32); I believe 
that this is the basi.s for most of' the conjecture on the 
trans1a.tlon scene. rrhe Habbis, in combating a fs.st-rislng 
Cht>i8tian sect, sought co rid thel:r tradition of anything 
whlch may so1J11d- similar to the stories conce1'ntng Jesuso 
'rhus, they sought to discard the idea of a co1 .. poreal trans
lation of Eli.jah ·who went to res:'Lde in heaven., 

H. -~fose, living about 130 CeE:., was rnost likely in 
some sort of co:c1t;act w:ttb. Chr>L3tiani.ty ::md tho Jesus legend 
of r·esurrectiono· Perhaps he f'elt that it he could prove 
that El:i.jah never went to h.eaven, it would also serve to 
prove that Jesus could not have effected such a miracle~ 
After all Elljah is the onl·,y- B:tbl:l.ceJ. char•e.cter wrwse 
translatlon is explle:tt within the pages of the Bible, 2J:1d 

shrne the bollof was popular among the people due to this 
legend, then they could. accept Jesus' r•of.3U:r>r>ectton as wollo 

The gr·eat amount of agr•eernent he r•eceivod to his at
tempt to disprove .L'aijah1 s translation shows that th0ro was 
an e ffo1•t to w:i.:i.te. fnpces and combat. thf1 rapldly cxpand:'Lng 
Christianity, ond end an i:ncr'ottsing apostasy.. Obviously 
the attempt was too weak or too late, for the trs.dit:ton 
lwd become too wid0spre8.d among the people and cou.ld not 
be dislodged from their mindse 



NOTES--CHAPTER V 

·1 
..1.- There is some doubt as to tho indigenous character 

of these verses within the original mesi:::age oi' Maln.chi, 
with the gcnex'al conclusion being that they wero appondod 
later~ Cf., .Bewer, ,J., A., 'rtrn Litor>nt~_re of t;hEL__Pld 'ref;l·~ 
tament, New York: Columbia Un:i.verslty Press;-rl92.2) ,p.l.1.090 

2 ) Eduyot[± (The iVIishnah~·EngJ.ish 'L'ra.nslation ., Danby, 
Iforbert

9 
London~ Oxford Uni·versit.y PPo::H>~ (1933). C1:.tapter 

G, Mishnah 7o 

3 Ib:td. 

1+ ~re debe Ha~ Prledmann,, M. ede, New York: Om Pub~ 
l i. shing Co", ( 191~.8}, p. 335. 'l1ar_g:um Yo:r•usalmi Deu toronomy 
33.21, an cited' in Gin.zbnrg, L., The"_!:..eR.i;'m§.s of the:.: Jews,. 
:.Philadelphia: The Jewish Publica.tion 0oc:lety of AmcPicao 
(1924~1955,1946, 1954), Vol. 6, Po 167, note 9660 Midrash 
~<l,a\~_Be:resill, ib:l.d., 67 .133* Mid.rash TannalE.!3 ibido, 
c.1. 9" 

5 Midrash Davarim Rubbah, as contained in Midrash Rabbah$ 
.New ·y-o'rk: JYJ'.qp P1'e"ss, Inc.- t19L19) end and 3, encl., 

6" Pi:r>k~ Hat bi .l:!a:l.e Z,9.£.!._ F'riedlandtH', G·. ed., New York: 
Bloch I)ublishlng Co., (1916) 4.0o •rargum Yerusalmi, Exodus 
L~.13,as cited in Ginzbm:-g, op., c:u:; .. Vo.1.-II,po32.~;-; Pesikta 

" ---
Rabati, as c:i.ted in Hose:nberg_, :§lj_ya!}}'.1- Ha~Nab1.. Lods: 
Tl9'13T, P • l.l o 

? Yelmudenu in ~Aruk 2 s.v~ ~and in Yallrnt 1.7'7J., 
as cited by Ginzburg, op. cit., Vol. II, p.JB9, note SO~a 
IJU.drB.sh Aggada~b Numbers 25.13 .. Ibld. }.'ar'g:t2rn Yerusalnd.,, 
Numbers 25.13. ib:ld. 

8 [~11cy~·1 "Pe"a"i· a .,_,1..,j-'--ar"1ic" Yue•·t 11!"·1 ter• '" ~ Cl11' "a.,,o ,. . .l!J. _ ~--~~~ - "'~.',IC<-· _ , 0lle, ... I,; g-~ 
Lorl ·'on '1'01·•011to· 1,.r·1ll1'"'···1 DC'1·+·or" (1orr'.) I-'·ll J".l -p ')13-. l.l ,_, . ~ • v~ •.•.. o.l! :.lv.~-'·' .. ;:;ij • .JL. o .. ;_.,, __ .o•'-·--'\...@ 

9 Jus t:7n Mart:r:c. Dialogue l.1.9, as ci LE:d ln G inzburg, 
O:Ps Gi.tQ Volo VI, p.JL1.b", notc-J.12o Lai:;E)r J"ewlsh. vn'.':i..trn"s, 
such as the Karni te, Joseph Ha-Levi, al 1:10 montloned l;his 
function of the prophet., 

10 • ::' -=- ·n c'l1nA 1 _,;, ·0 m·u "'• l ,.JU.= ... . -~ ' .Ju. ·"-' ti 

Testament. Cincinnati: 
Chapter I, p.13 .• 

_- 11 ttccl.esiastic:t-l.:?": ('rl1e Ap~a,.:.E~13.LlEih 1r1~anslat.ion.). 
New York: Tudor Publishing Coo (19J6) lt_u.10-lle 

- --- -- ----·-----:--·-·· .. ..., - .. ~----·-~.---~--- -·-. ·-
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l 3 I·.r ·• d .. , ,, " h ~,1 · " l 1 ' ·1 9· 0 ,., .., "' c -· ~- "" ~ " · c·•. -· b · · ' ·"· ...!J·' IctS._ J. lS:1. e ..• u(, Cc>.J ] .. CJ"(!. lll inz urg,op.cJ.ve 
Volo V. pp .• 130-131. Nidrasb Bamfdbar Habbah, aB contained 
in Mld2n.sh Re.hheh., op,. cit .. 1_5'. Sukkot-rBE!.1!.;ylonian Talmud
Ji:r1gJ.:l.sh 'I'l:'anslatlon) London: Soncirio Press, (lt)jB) 52b., 

14 Ginzburg, op. cito VoJ. VI. Po 339, note 1050 

1r:~ '.·,:,,.,.l.e'J." :~:_ll~y_,·p_·h·u '1-:i:>b1-.·,··.'.1 1n..... ,;,, .. ·,1· ed1rt·~r1r:1 0 1" c··-·1 ·t· I 1 1·l·r•o1'1·1c ,,,.- ·• ~ ' _ •.-:'.=- e_ •-' - :1,,_, • . .c' l , . · . lL. . " -~' (I , ... J " J. u l.. . . -

tion pp. 25-37• . 

.. , 1·;-

• .. I Ginzburg, op. cit. Vol. V, 

ShofRr, not Elijah~ 

'"'] 
'~--~?Jyk~l~tbbi E;lJ.o.~, P:riedlA.nde:i:i. op., ..:::1 t,, 1:.J & 1.~7., 

Tho aotuRl on~hesiR is this phase of Elijah 1 s messianic 
:rolo la the reEitorr:iti.on of family pur:l.ty os shown in 

1~ 1 ]"-·l P("t'ID .. 8.""'111 « l1 .. ·1t·r" d·u'•· \--i ()1'1 i·c1 '-:)r:.ct· "''Y' L.'l-l "'f."<>1'-1U P\o'f~ho:ih 0 1) c··i -!· .l. ""''. ~;_, u • r.\J .. vv ....... u .. ;·_': v .. 
0 

.l.'.J • .l- 1 '"-" ~,•e-<.I .. ~ ,t·O ,_,,._,©> 

p" 29.r2J1.@ . 
'.c~ :?.a.n~~'.:.~!::L£l (Pn.E:;zlor_l] __ 'H~~':.;l_1~ud··En,'~1lr-Jb 'T'r'lnslaU on). OT'. cj t. 9f3a 
23 f.b:i.d'.,,.J }7.a.,, 

2 l~ Babo. l·1etz:la (nnbil·lon1•m Tnl:riiu:t-r•'rw1icib m.,,91·1c•Jntion) 
')P '··1 T'""'*(")~---- .~:.'.:·~ .... ;.:~~-':;,:;.::····" l:_ J." ·o· ... ·- .L.c ,,.., ·"--· ,, •. - .... • 
l. .. c@Ll .. u .. o:;)u .. 

26 1\' ')9 . 1- " • ("!. 1 .. onerl:. .:. , D.LJ c 1 ·coo 1.n _:rinz JlJ.I'g. op .. 
~n1c• 11E M~t~~P~) 00 bh1 Jc1Nl~• 1 n I'b4d hLl. v ~ ~ ...... :; @ .Let. 1 •• t.J .,/ l. 11.o, ·:~ , ~_, ,(.l.-\.0.. tD .:~ o J 

ei.t~ Vols VI,p~Jl.1.l, 
50 .. 

?? - l i·---r·J· '"'7l 28 ... • l { ·")_ '""') ,/ .,_ I-:"! Zu .c8..l .. , c. J- _ <.:..g ns cited in Gin~burg, Opoc1.t.,Vo1., 
IV, p~?33, note 110., 
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Ginzburg, op.cito 
Shimon b., Yohai. .. -

JO Abk:tr in YaJ.kut 1.,133, as clted by Ginzburg op. ci.t. 

Vo .l o I po 3 9 3 " 

3l ·1--·1- ·a 1 r:'. 3 Jl -& , •.• j_ 41 
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BIBLIOGHA11 IIY 

Iu assembling Lhis bibllogra~hy I have divided the 

material,,used for writing ~tbifu dissertation, into two 

01.:islc section,3,, 'l'he f:i.rsL of these sections is. thG primary 

sources used in gathering info~l'.'ma ti rm .9.bout ·El t j A.h,, as f'onnd 

in tho legends as they have been t.ransrrdtted to uso There 

if~ only one of. these sources whieh I will discuss o In gene-

ral, I would advise the s tudont who wishea to involve him-

::.;t:ilf in this top le to gain more than a cu1'sory knowledi:;e of' 

He!Jpew, so as to bo able to deal properly wi.th these pri-

mary sources.. It ls ex Lremoly lmpor·tnnt that he have some 

knowledge of' the IHshrw.lc and 11aJ1rru.dlc, as well as tho 

Hich'lu1h:i .. c idiom.,, so as to better handle tho raaterial found 

in Lheso book:3,. 

1 .... 

3 
J..OQo., 

4 P ·T1 ... 1 '"(' '{·c~ 1... b .• 1:j'l" -r n ?'. '" r 1-~1 1' _. "' ·11 nn (J ,,, .... r" .• .._. ll .. ,. " c.. U 1. .i.:J _,_ v "-' v e .L •J ( • o ... ..• LI;, l. , u 

131.och I>ublic1hfng Co& (1916) • 
od~, Now York: 

• ,.
1 

• 5 S?d.9.r -~JJ:yat;:i-:i-_ Hnbbal:];__ we·:·Sede:r:...._1:f.L.t~-~ut~ (Tanna derle 
1.!..l 1.yabu;_. l"riedmann, IVI. ed u V1.enna: Ver las Der l s1•ael J 

Thool. Lehranst8J.t. (1900). 

6 
3Lf!:::;;__slc_bo )iab .. Ji'riodmann, Mo edo New York: Om Pub-

ll~1hing Co. (ly)~_(f).. Tlrn book to which I was r•efer•ring is 
F1:r•i.eclmnnn 1 s §.£q~-~iif_ah~_l~aJ2hah,. If f'or no thing el ~rn, the 
introduction to the subject whlch J?riedrnann presents is 
invaluable for tho study of Elijah,, and tho eoncept::i con.,. 
tainod t;berein give FJ. CJ.oar• insight into Gf.t8 age i.n Nh:tch 
tho legends developodo Much of Ll~e opinion expressed in 
U1is thcs1.s le bastco.11-y derived from Prioc1mann 1 s treo.t:ment 
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I of thG rntbject 9 

In di~rnus sing the secondaI'Y t:iource :~, l shall .:C:i.rs t 

ject, and then, give an alphauetlcal l:tst:Lng of the') .mat~n·:U:il .. 

I havA found the t:eo.;;itrnent of the ~3Ltbject of Elljo.h 

I . 
l 
l 

I 

and yet, considering the limited space, quite incl.usiveo 

It ts,, in my optnion., the best gene:r.•a1 tr•eat.me:nt of the 

toptc and would give the Rvnrago rr~vder a clear under1JU•nd~ 

Lng of the sto:rLrn of ·Blljnh and c.Pit:lcnl comments., 

lg the morJ t lncl1:i:.::d..ve sou.race' 1 fuund.. He ha.~J collected 

:most of the t;aler1 concer-11.lng Elljah and much of my out::iide 

research wn.s me:Pe ciuplicati.on of the matc:;;iial I glurmed from 

hie i.rmrko But there are some serious d:l.fflcul tle;:i ·with 

The text is son1ewhat Lh1~eaclbm:-o nnd t~lls is calu:iccl,, J.1l0i:.d~ 

llkely, b~y· the aVcornpt to squeeze too 1nu.eh mnte:PiDl into a 

l:i:ml tcd space,. 'J.''11·1t"> l"fC' "'Ll'1 .i: C.' "1'"tjC> ·r"'I"OI"e a·: r•c .!. \J" • -' IJ n" Vo,)' V ~.,\,J ' V • ., • • 
too of Len :mci>o1y 

bocrnwe tb.rough t'her.n one can find the source (al thougl•. the 

r0fc:ronce in Gome times incorr>oc t) and [rnelc out the oPigino.l 

J..egr~md fo:r' hbiself@ I, in Lt.1LJ study~ hnve found nomo of 

tho rnNJt vnlnahle mal;e1•i.PJ. bui>iecl in tho notes, wh:tle there 

appeared in the toxt a cursory treatment. noa~ing t~a text 

can prove tiresome, due to frequent interruptions anc 

\: 
----v•·----.-- ------··---- ••-- ••··-·--------• - - ---

)~1~IT~J::!'.l~~l:E'.'.~~c.--------~ 
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l:v:rolova.nt wrl L:Lng on chu part of tho aucho1:,. I t.i.avo found 

u_i_' trio story -.,vll icl.l al so pr·o vod dif.C:i. cult and eor:ifuslng, but 

.L l~ :i :J 8 till a valuable uuti.reo book for the legends sur•-

rouncll:o.g most every Biblieal chnracte:c., 

Ai"l:ier dealing with Ginzburg, I di.cl x'esearch in Fl.osen~. 

dupl :i.ca tlon of the sou:('ce s whi.ch I had found in Ginzbu~c>g. 

Hosenberif,'s work is wr:itton ln simple Hebr•ew, which r:>hou1d 

prove to be a l:i. t tle lEn:rn di.ff':i.cu1 t for 8.nyone with any ox·--

pePience in Mldra.shic llebpew.. His book is entlx1ely corn~· 

posed o:C legends divided into ~iect:tons whtch fo11ow the life 

and roler:J of blij::i.l1@ Al"l of tho legends he l:u:rn gleanod 

from other Aggadic litornturc, but lt seom8 F:HJ though 

he was not willing to give credit to thsso writings for his 

note9 are extremeJ.y pooro It was very difficult to find a 

completely docurnenLcd Ll01:rcce in the ent:tre lrnrk. Being a 

pl'opor rofer•enc:e 8 ~ t:i.nd thus complicate :3 the task o 

Most of' my 'Ia1.mud:tc r0seareh was done in the· Bngl:i.sh 

' ] t. cran.~'LJ1. ·ion Of, ' 1 ·1'" ri,.i.1vJon·'"1·1 rna.-lmu·~ "'JUh}i'='l--nrd i-,y t:,r_,, .IJLl.L tl";:___..;..~-~.P l -'· -- -· ,, h.- .., So11c :l.110. 

I would not recommend th:l.s to anyone who he_s :no exper•ience 

in tb.e 'l'a1mudic tdiorn., l:i:1 doaltnn; w:tth Miclrash, I grm1t, 

that tho lm1guage of the cornp:i.1ers :i.R fnlr1y s hnple, but th0 

.SngJ:i.sh iD nrchaic and tho concoptn become .foggy in tho 

0ve:t'abundanc0 of wo:i:d::i ,, If one has had some oxpu1•ienc0 in 

the ox·:iglna1 'Tio.lnm.di.e languagn thoy w1J1 f i.nd thcb~ to.rik 
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hia pnor handling of LhB idiom. 

~ho sLudy by D~® Ianiah Wuss0levsky of tho prophet, 

El·fj8.h, ifJ baslco1ly a brief' trnacment of a f'ew of tho le~ 

gond:oi. SUX'J'.'I'OUnding the }J:i.h.U.1.rn.L El:l.jahG In hLi 1 t t t1e book:, 

wh:i.eb. I would call aspirat:tone.1 ~ he r:Hn•monizes about the 

per::wnali Lies of t;he nw.l:n cbe.~eacters in the B:i.bllcHl nnr-

i ... at:tvo oi' Elijs.h and concludes with a plea for the .f!lossinn:t.e 

Agoo 

T'hc~ Eli.js.h Apoer:tlypsc ls an :lntoreating docurnent~ 

whlch I hri.d hopod to include w:L thin the i'r·amework of the 

thesis, but it wou.Ld have ont<dJ.0d n much lcngthler' tror3.t.·n 

r:1ent of Lho nubjoct 1-rhlch 11r~u1 not m:r purpose at; th:lf; tlmo. 

to l l;r:1 f'lnal and complete conc..Luslono 

Tho rest of the books, I will list, were basicnlly 

wrnd for speclflc :i.nf'o:rnm tlon md :reference.. 'r11ey cl? not, 

in tho las~ nnaly1is, refJoct on the basic conclusions 

dr.•nwn nor El.re they :Lntr:i.n;:d .. ce.J 1.y :1.nvolvcd in tho aubject 1.t~ 
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