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THE PUBLIC LIPE: OF tTULIUS ROSENWALD 

DIGEST 

Julius Rosenwald was born in Springfield, Illinois 1 

on August. 12, 1862. His birthplace was almost directly 

across the street from the house where Abraham Lincoln 

11.ved. As a child he showed business p1"owess and soon be

gan his business career officially with his uncles in New 

York at Hammerslough Brothers with whom he remained until 

1885. Rosenwald and his cousi.n Julius B. Weil then returned 

to Chicago and began the firm of Rosenwald and Weil. Rosen

wald was president of the firm until 1906. 

In 1906, he bought an interest in Sears, Roebuck and 

Company which was to lead him to the presidency of the firm. 

In his relationship with Richard Sears, the two of them 

differed as to fa~r advertising practices. Rosenwald was 

interested in honesty in all catalog descriptions, whereas 

Sear~ was little concerned with this. Ros<;>iiwald became 
/ 

acquainted with Richard Sears through the large orders of 

clothing they had placed with his firm •. As a result of 

this Rosenwald concerned himself greatly with the cloth:i.ng 

aspect of the mail order business. 

Rosenwald bullt up the ma.11 or•der business by concern-

ing himself chiefly with the farmer who was "behind the 

catalogue." He developed a code of ethics wh:tch had to be 

followed to the letter in the business firm of Sears, Roebuck 

and Comp·a.ny. His crowning achievement was in connection 

with his "Employees Savings and Profit Sharing Fund," which 
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he set up, 1rhe fund was built around the employees paying in 

5 percent of their salaries and receiving a share in the 

company's net earnings e-very year. In thirty years an em-

ployee was able to receive ten times what he deposited, 

Throughout his lifetime Rosenwald maintained a defin-

ite philosophy of professional philanthropy. He was opposed 

to the principle of storing up large sums of money for 

philanthropic uses centuries hence. In other words he was 

opposed to perpetuities. He felt that they directly implied 

a pessimism with regard to the future, and he was confident 

·that futu:r•e generations would be as humane as generations past. 

During the First World War Rosenwald served h:ts country 

by bringing messages from 11 the folks back home 11 to our 

soldiers in France.. Rosenwald the pat:r•iot., although con-

tracting an illness., stayed on to bring joy ·t;o the "boys" 

who needed it. 

Perhaps more than anything Julius Rosenwald is best 

remembered for his dedication to the cause of the Negro. 

He believed in better education for the Negro and therefore 

contributed over 4 1 000 schools for Negro education in the 

South. He., like Booker T. w·ashington, with whom he was 

quite friendly felt, that the salvation of the Negro lay .. :. 

in education. He also contributed $25,000 to each of twenty 

Negro YMCAts in this country. 

On October 30 1 1917, a fund was incorporated for the 

"well being of mankind." Known as 'l~he Julius Rosenwald Puna, 

'='...,._. ___ .._ _______ _ 
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it dedicated :ttself to the established purpose of enrich-

ing Negro education and equalizing oppo1•tunlties for the Negro 

in other matters. 

Throughout his lifetime,, Jullus Hosenwald maintained 

certa:i.n essential principles concerning his Jewishness and 

the problem of the E~_~t__ European Jew.. He was opposed to 

any colonization of the tTews in Palestine and favored 

colonization in Russla.. Although opposed by many Rabbis 

and laymen.,he held firm to his conviction that the Jewish 

problem in Russia must be worked out ln Russia :i. ts elf. 

Also through his far-sightedness he placed the Hebrew Un:ion 

College on a firm financial footing. He held thnt the 

future of' American ,Judaism lay in American Jewish educat1.on. 

During his lifetime,, Rosenwald was extremely concerned with 

the problems of anti-Semitism which arose in the 1920ts and 

he fought to combat it. 

Throughout his lifetime Rosenwald was active in Chicago 

politics *?.S well as national politics.. He served as a member 

of the Chicago Vice Commission which sought to clean up 

Chicago's worst districts. Dur:i.ng h:l.s service he came under 

the direct fire of Barrett O'Hara, chairman of' the Senatorial 

committee set up to :tnvestigate the problem of low wages and 

prostitutlon., Because of inconsistencies,, Rosenwald was 

highly criticized. 

Rosenwald was also an ardent supporter of prohibition 

and President Herbert Hoover in his presidential campaign. 

~~· 
---~ 
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He came out in direct defense of Hoover•s platforms and 

policies expressing his views by radio to the American 

publ:'i.c. 

In Illinois politics Rosenwald did not fair well. He 

was accused of offering a bribe to a member of the Illinois 

Commerce Commission, Frank Smith, in order thRt Smith might 

with.di ... aw from the Illinois race for Senator :ln 1926.. Rosen-

wald•s friends came to his defense and said that the million-

aire philanthropist had only taken this action for the 

welfare of the state. 

Upon his det.:>{th on January 6,, 1932 1 a flood of eulogies 

were written expressing the love that the N'egr9, white ma:g.1 

J·ew and GenV.Llf? had for the 11 other' man from Springfield." 
'· '-

,,,,,_,,_~-cl 
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THE PUBLIC IJIF1E OF' ,JULIUS ROSENWALD 

Introduction 

This work is not a full-fledged chronological bio

graphy of' the millionaire philanthropist Julius Rosenwald,, 

but rather a study of various aspects of his public life. 

Rosenwald•s private life does not concern us in this work. 

Julius Rosenwald .was actively engaged in the acquis-

i ti.on of' weal th during one of the greatest periods of 

American commercial expansion. Free-enterprise e:c.onon1Ihc 

principles were the rule, and social consciousness was only 

beginning to be bor•n as the opportunities of a pioneer civil-

ization became more obvious. 

Rosenwald came to matur•ity during the eighteen-eighties, 
\ ,, 

when there was\~ concentration of great wealth and a spread 
\ 

of social unrest in this country. He saw during this perj.od 

a tremendous expansion of transportation as railroads were 

being consolidated, i.e., the Eastern Railroad consolidation 

and the Southern Railroad consolidation. He also saw the 

granting of land to the railroads in 1884 1 and the beginning 

of highway construction in 1900. .Airplane travel was be• 

ginning todevelop as a source of transportation following 

the first successful flight of the Kitty Ha.wk in 1903. 

Connnunications wer•e rapidly increasing f1"'om one end of the 

land mass known as America to the other with the organization 

of the Radio corporation of America in 1919 .. 

Rosenwald also saw within his lifetime the great devel-
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opment of merchandising methods. He took an active part in 

this dev~lopment with his ideas for dealing with the Am.er,;. 

ican public through the mails. The mailbox served as the 

counter, while the catalogue served as the firm•s showroom. 

Rosenwald took part in an amazing number• of the im

po1•tant movements and projects of this period. He served 

as a source of joy and camaraderie to "our boys" ovei-•seas 

du!•ing the First World War. The wa.r presented a differ-

ent picture of America. It was a time of unity when the 

country became one in word and deed. Rosenwald exemplified 

this oneness to the troops on. the front and the folks at home® 

His part in all national activities whether economic 

or social W&$ that of a practical business man, actively 

engaged in the\industrial struggles of th~ time,and yet 

aware of the social problems of the t:tme. · During this time 

·bhe Negro was attempting to achieve some degree of education. 

Booker T. Washington was fighting the cause of the "black 

man" to climb the social and educational ladder. 

The Ku Klux Klan was gaining in strength in the South, 

and America was going through a period of anti-Semitism and 

Negro hatred. Rosenwald was well aware of this, and in his 

way attempted to cor:r•ect the situation. He sought to ed

ucate the Negro and find a home for the East European Jew. 

H'e recognized that while industrialization was expand:l.ng and 

better systems of communication were being developed, society 

was growing smaller in its social views. 
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America was experiencing the growth of anti-semitism 

within its.midst. 

one of the vehicles by which anti-Semitic propaganda was 

being distr:i.buted to e. non-Jewish public. The Prank case 

was gaining prominence in the eyes of the American people 

as well as Ford's version of the Protocols of the Elders of 

Zion. -
Rosenwald had seen a shift during his lifetime from a 

period of philo-Semitism which existed in the l890ts to one 

of extreme hatred during the 1920 • s. 'l'he intolerance of the 

'n3©s was something new to the philanthropist, and therefore 

a greater interest in Jewish activities on his part was dis-

played during\~his period. 
\ 

It was also duri.ng the t20s that Rosenwald became much 

involved in the politics of his era. He was a declared 

Republican and did everything in his power to back the 

Republican party during his lifetime. Following the World 

War, America: had .gone on a spendthrift. The consumption of 

liquor was increasing greatly and the patronage of German 

beer firms was also on the ascent. Thus, the government 

established the Eighteenth Amendment to the Const:J.tution 

prohibiting the manufacturt?, sale and transporta·bion of 

alcoholic beverages. Rosenwald was in sympa'l;hy with this 

legislation and when it became one of the basic articles 

in the platform of the Republican party during the Hoover 

campaign, he voiced his support. 
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By the time of Rosenwald•s death in 1932, it was 

evident that economic expansion had reached a turning point, 

and _that f'ree-enterprise principles in both industry and 

social welfare. had reached a point of' stabilization. As 

income tax .came to the fore, the er•a of t:.r•e:mendous personal 

fortunes was coming to an end. The railroads were built 

and consolidated;the natural resources were being consoli-

dated rapidly; indus tl:"y was organized and finance was coox•din-

ated; radio had gone network; air.travel was coming into 

its own; and mail order.was largely in the hands of the 

two large houses, Sears, Roebuck and Company and :Montgo:mex•y 

Ward and Company, The pioneering period of the development 

of' large co~po1"ations in which most of the pro.fit went to 

one or two :me'h,, was now giving way to stock ownership. The 

stock :market crash of 1929 was a sign of the change. Thus, 

we can see that; the span of Rosenwald•s life was a great one. 

I have chosen to w1•i te a. biographical. study of Julius 

Rosenwaldts public life because, throughout my life as a 

native Chicagoan, I have heard of the many contributions he 

made to the needs of' manld.nd. It was often that h:ts name 

was spoken in our household, whether in regard to his 

Philanthropic.work~ his Chicago Museum of Science and In

dustry, or his development of Sears, Roebuck. Therefore, it 

was gratifying for me to be able to.study his papers which 

in their original form are deposited in the University of 

Chicago Library and were a'Vrailable to me in micro.film'>~t 
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the American J'ewish Archives, Cincinnati. I followed 

his correspondence in letters and memos from his earliest 

years until the day of his death. Also available to me 

in this microfilm collection were magazine articles, 

biographical sketches, and addresses delivered about him 

and by him. The man was very much interviewed during his 

lifetime as were those with whom he worked closely--such 

as Louis Marshall, A. c. Roebuck, and Richard Sears. News

paper•s of the period offered a tremendous amount of material 

from which to w_ork. All :i.n all,, the 75 1 000 or more documents 

found in this microfilm collection provided this author with 

an extremely rewarding experience. 

I wish~\o ·thank Dr. St;anley F. Ohyet,, Assistant Pro

fessor of American Jewish History at the Hebrew Union College

Jewish Institute of Religion, for all his help in pre• 

para.tion of th:i.s manusca•ipt. Also I wish to thank my wife 

Susan for her aid in proofreading this biography, and es

;pecia11y my parents who t'irst brought to my attention the 

name and deeds of Julius Rosenwald. 

I dedicate this ·biogra,.-phy to my son Jeffrey Edward,, 

that he may in some way during his lifetime emulate the 

humanitarianism of this great man • 
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THE PUBLIC I1IFE OF JULIUS ROSENWALD 

CHAPTER ONE 

THE EAH !,Y YEARS 

How should one be thrifty? 
Spend less than you earn. , 
Avoid the use of alcoholic liquors 

and tobacco and other unnecessary 
substances . 

Prepare an income and expense 
budget for the family with an 
allowance for unforseen events; 
and live within it. 

Save money regularly and keep it 
saved, using the funds only in 
conservative investments.1 

These are the simple and unpretentious thoughts of the 

twentieth-century multimlllionaire philanthropist,, the master 

of the mail-order business, ,Julius Rosenwald. 

As a boy Julius Rosenwald was not rocked 
~to sleep in the lap of luxury, neither 
was he prodded by an extreme distressing 
povez•ty. He was one of ·those self start
ers who find their impetus within. With 
the natural instinct of the trader, in his 
early teens he did not limit himself to 
voluntarily clerking in his father's 
clothing store in Springfield, Illinois, 
nor to such odd jobs as pumping a church 
organ while a musician practiced, but he 
went from house to house selling little 
articles.. Out on his own he lea:r•ned to 
be alert to a possible bargain at all 
times and undel" all ci.x•cu.mstances, and 
to fight his own way.2 

Rosenwald's father, Samuel, was born in a small town in 

Westphalia, Germany, June 18,, .1828., I.1ittle is known of his 

early life. He served for a time in the Prussian army and 

came to America in about 1855 or 1856, with a total wealth 

Of about $20. He was the only member of his family who ever 

came to America. His father died when he was about eleven 

I 
Ii ,, ,. 
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years old and his mother atter he had grown into manhood. 

Roaenwald*s mother, Augusta Hamm.erslough, was born 

on July 201 1839, in a very small village, Beederkase, 

near Bremen. Her father was a small merchant and tho 

family ltved in the back of the shop. The family consist• 

&d of tour brothers and two sisters. Her brothers emi• 

grated to America. ,The oldest emigrated at the age of 

thirteen, and was then followed by his brothers as they 

approached that age. Rosenwald*s mother often told of her 

brother Edward, who, having received a new pair of boots, 

wanted to save the1n :for his arrival in America. He ea:rried 

them to the sailing vessel. As he was about to climb the 

ladds:zt to e:m~ark, he handed the boots to somebody to hold 
\, ' 

f'o~ a moment a~d when he turned around to take them back, 

the man had disappeared. 

Rosenwaldts uncles went directly to Baltimore, where 

they- had distant relatives. His mother le.ft .fol" America 

when she was about the age of twGnty, tl*aveling .on a sailing 

vessel which took sevent;,r•seven days. Her memories o.f the 

jo:urney were most pleasant as· she made a goodly number of' 

.friends during the trip, several of whom were her friends for 

years afterwards. The other members ot Rosenwald•s mother•s 

.family who remained in Gerrna!l1 after her departure consisted 

ot her parents, a sister and a brothe1"', all of whom caine to 

A:tne:r.ica later. Rcosenwald•s mother sent .for her only sister 

several years a.rter her own me.rl'iage 1 when she found an 
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eligible lite•s partner for her. 

Julius Rosenwaldts father,like many of the emigrants 

from Germany, started his business career in America by 

peddling in Virginia, with his head.quarters at Ba.lti:m.ox•e• 

His parents were married on August 23, 1857, in Baltimore, 

and shortly after their :marriage they went south to settle,. 

Thai:r first child, a daughter, Henrietta, died in infancy. 

Jul:lus•s oldest brother was born at Talladega, Alabama, in 

18$0• Shortly afterwards., Rosenwald!s parents moved north 

to.Evansville, Indiana, and th.en to Peoria, a.nd in 1862 

moved to Springfield, Illinois, where his motherts brothers 

ha~ been in business for several years. The brothers made 

th~i:r home vo:.ith his parents and remained there until after 

th~ Civil Wa;;\when they sold their business to Juliusts 

.fat,P.er and moved to New York City. In New Yorlt, the1 es

tablished themselves in the wholesale clothing business in 

which they prospered and became the largest manufacturers 

of :f'1ne ready•:m.ade clothing, the firm being known as Hammer• 

slough Brothers. Rosenwald' s father remained in business 

1ri Sp~ingfield until 1886$ when he sold out his business to 

join Julius and his younge1~ brother who had established 

themselves in a wholesale clothing.business in Chicago 'in 1885. 

Julius Rosenwald was born August 121 18621 in Spring• 

field, Illinois, just one block WEHl't o:.f the home of Abre.hrun 

Lincoln' on the corner ot Seventh and Jackson Streets. 

Lincoln had left Springfield a year and a half betore that 
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date. Rosenwaldts parents knew many of Lincoln•s intimate 

friends, as'did Julius in his boyhood days. Among these 

intimate friends and relatives were Ninianw. Edwards, Lin• 

coln's brother•in•law, who was at one time Samuel Rosen• 

waldts landlord; Jacob Bunn, the banker, and John Bu:n:n, the 

wholesale grocer; the Ridgeley family; the Diller family, 

whose home was diagonally opposite the Rosenwalds*; Gover• 

nor John M. Palmer; Mil~on Hay; c. M. Smith, the drygoods 

merchant, also a brother-in-law Of Lincoln• s; Dr. W. Jayne; 

and Peter van Bergen, who, when Lincoln used to taunt him 

about being a Dutchman, Wbuld,.;:·, reply that ha was no o:rdin• 

ary Dutchmen but an Amsterdam Dutchman ..,. whereupon, Lin• 

ooln said he,could see no difference between an Amsterdam 

Dutchman and anw other "damned" Dutchman• 

.· !n 18691 Samu.el Rosenwald bought a residenoe on Eighth 

i:ltreet between Jackson and Market, now Capitol Avenue, di• 

rectly opposite the Lincoln ho1ne, which wa·s then being 

occupied by Secretary ot State George Harlow. The Harlow 

children were among Julius• early playmates and a son, 

Richard A. Harlow, renewed Rosenwald•s .friendship when they 
' 

met again in Washington in 1917. Rosenwald attended the 

li1ourth Ward Public School at ·Twelfth and. Marltet streets, and 

later,, the Higp .Sohool for about two years, until March, 

1879, w.hen he left with his brother for New York to go to 

work there in the business of his uncles, Hammerslough 

Brothers. This departure from Springfield was 'his first 
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introduction to a sleeping car. 

When attending school in Springfield, Julius spent 

his Saturdays in his father's store waiting on customers 

for sin.all items such as paper collars, which moat every• 

one wore, and also paper shirt fl"onts,, or suoh items as 

neck:Wear and underwear. After school he occasionally earned 

a dime or two carrying a satchel for someone, and occasion• 

ally pumping an organ in the Congregational Ohuroh. For 

this service he received twenty-five cents, which was al• 

ways in paper money, as were the ten, fifteen, twenty

.five and fifty cent pieces at that time., occasionally 

Julius got a job at; a fruit and contectionary store~ when 

there was a iQ,ireus in town, or some celebration. Rosen• 

wald himself speaks ot his early business prowessi 

I thi~ it was in 1875 that Lincoln•s 
:monument ws:s dedioated. and I remember 
making $2.25 selling a little pamphlet, 
'History of the Monument.• I al~o re• 
member going :f"rom house to house selling 
lithograph pictures for framing, which 
were new at that time. My .first regular 
job was during vacation in the summer ot 
1877, when I worked for two months in 
what was known as a 99 cent store; where 
everything was either 49 cents or·99 cents. 
There I waited on customers and also de• 
livered packages. I remember taking out a 
99 cent croquet set, or a glass glo~e with 
two gold. fish in it, tor 49 cents and no 
end o:f' other goods. It was during that 
summer that I managed to save about $20.00 
and as my parents• china wedding occurred 
in August of that year, I invested ms sav• 
1ngs in an elaborately decorated tea set 
as a gift to my mother, who was especially 
delighted on account of my having earned 
the money with whioh to purchase it.3 
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Many years later in 19241 Julius Rosenwald, then 

p1--esid.ent of sears.,,Roebuck and Company, received a letter 

from his old boss, c. w. Squires, dated July 22: 

My dear Mr. Rosenwaldt 

You wi.11 pardon me, but many years ago, 
I think 1877 ''" I had a;:'very bright young 
fellow by that vary ria:me cl.erk tor mE) at 
Sp:r•.ingf ield1 Ill., then some ten year!J._'7 
younger than the writer. Since upon sea• 
ing the name- I have been wondering, can 
it be poaaible••if so, I shall be much 
pleased to hear from him.4 

Rosenwald replied positively on July 25: 

My dea.r Mr. Squires: 

In 1877, during my sum.mer vs.cation, I 
was clerk and errand boy (more the latter 
than the form.er) for c. w. Squires, who 
r~n what was known at that; time as a. 99 
ceztt store, I ean remembe1~ very distinctly 
del'tvering c:r'oquet sets, or a bowl contain• 
1ng two goldfish which had been sold for 
49 centa.5 . 

As one reads Rosenwald•s reply .turthert one gains a 

deeper insight into his personality: 

It is not surprising that I should remember• 
who my boss was. but it fr.i7 rather sur• 
prising that you should remember an earrand 
boy* a :n.e.me fo'r these thirty-seven year a. I 
have a great man~ pleasant recollections of 
that experience.& 

Rosenwald was trul1 a man of deep, sincere humility, 

gl:"eatly to be admired as evi.d&nced .from his cor:r:•espondence 

with Mr. Squires,.. Upon Rosenwe.ldt s death in 19321 C • w• 
Squires, the phile.nthropist•s .first nboas, 11 was prompted to 

say: "He was a .fine boy and itts easy for me to see how he 

made a success in his bµsiness 0 n7 



On delights in the many stories of' Juliu.s• early 

enterprises and experiences. They displayed the genius 

that was to make him the "master of the m.a.11 0111der." 

When Jul.iua was a small k:id his dad 
of.ten sent him down town to d~liver 
some eggs. ooca.s:tonally he delivered 
a dozen to Rolla Diller, proprietor of 
the f am.ous old east side apothecary 
shop which spo:i:•ted e. 'soda f'ountain. 
One day Julius delivered said eggs to 
Mr. Diller, who counted the~ carefully 
and then, in his dear, old, character• 
:tat~.e 'way, s~id: 

*Julius, my boy, the count is wrong. 
You have brought one egg too many. 
There are thirteen,.• •Well, t said 
Julius, in a fine spirit of budding 
philanthropy, •that•s all right-. 
just call. it a. dozen.• 
Mr. Diller argu~d that wouldnwt be 
fa.ii~ to Julius e The old gentlema:r:t. 
.finally said: •W.ell, suppose I giv~ 
you a drink :f'rmn the .fountain••any• 
thing you want•• and we•ll call it 
squa.:r•e • • 
Julius agreed& Leardn.g .fo1·w·ard, Mr. 
Diller said* 
•Wha.t kind of' a drink will you have, 
m:y lad?• 
•one with an egg in 1t,1 said Juliu~t' 

During the time in which Julius was working at the 99 

cent store., General Grant was prea:tde11t of the United State~• 

Rosenwald recalled in late:t• yea:x•s Grant• rs visit to Spring• 

field at this time 0 Rosenwald remen1bered seeing him in. an 

open ba.rouche and shaking hands with him,. He was partieu• 

larly impressed be©ause he had on yellow kid gloves, Grant 

was the first man Rosenwald had ever seen wearing kid gloves. 

During this early period in his life, Julius was also 

very active in selling tickets for strawberry festivalst 

--=---~-~~~=· J 



i 

\ 

q,)yster suppere. or other a.rta.irs which were held for chari

table purpose~. Governor Shelby M. Cullom and Secretary of 

state Geoz•ge H. Harlow we:i:"e among h1s regular customers tor 

these. 

When Julius was seventeen years old, he went to work 

for his uncle~ in New York. He made his home with one of 

the~l. They all 11 ved in much finer surl.""oundin.gs than he 

had been accustomed to. The home he 1.ived in was a four• 

story and 'basement brown stone front house at 44 East 58th 

Street. 

JU.1ius arri"IJ"ed in New York on March 15th, 1.8791 and 

the fellowing Monday was st. Patriek•s Day, when there waa 

@. wonder.fu~ pare.de on B:rtoad.way. Broadway at that time was 

pave~ with rough granite blocks and there were no street 

oars or automobiles but rather bussea by the hundreds, 

without :ru.bbex• tires. , The racket they and the heavy horses 

made was deafening. Julius• wa.ges amounted to $5 a week as 

stock boy, but he earned fl on Saturday nights working at 

~Qgers Peet and Company, Broome street and Broadway, or 

09.rhart, Whitford and Company, Canal Street and Broadway, 

retail clothiers• 

After three or four years, Juliu$ finally sold goods 

for his uncles in the oity and suburban 'bt>ffnS! and later 

made several trips to various parts of the eountry for them. 

After working with his uncles about five years, his 

father helped him to buy out the small clothing and tailor• 



ing business of Phillips and van Derbugle at 20 Fourth 

Avenue• a few doo1•s south of Brokaw Brothers, who were the 

largest retailers of tine clothing in New York. In this 

oonneoticm Rosenwald had occasion to buy summer clothing 

from the fi:t'llll of Alfred Ben.jam.in and Company who were 

large manufacturers of that line~ One of the partners 

once remarked to Rosenwald that they had received ove1" 

sixty telegrams for goods in one day which they were unable 

to aupplly1 and that the demand was increasing cor1stantly 

for such goods as they were supplying• 

I did not give it much thought at 
that moment but du:t•ing the night I 
awakened and thought of what he had 
told me e.nd the opportunity ente1~ed 
my mind of embarking in the sanie 
siori-t o:r business. The idea took 
such hold of me that there was no 
more sleep that night for me and the 
next morning I _presented my plan to 
my uncles who thought it might be a 
capital idea to open a business tor 
the manufacture of summer clothing 
in Chicago• 

With his cousin Julius B. We1J. 1who was employed in the 

manufacturing department of his uncles• business, Julius 

planned· to go to Chicago and begin tho manufacture of sumn1er 

clothing. After· several months planning (towards the end 

of' Septembe:ra, 18851 ) Weil and Rosenwald left for Chicago, 

and rented a seeond•.floor loft in the Farwell Block, 185 

Market Street, Oetober 1st• 

This business, although small, sta.1~ted o:ff promisingly, 

and in the summer of 1886 Rosenwald•s father, who had been 
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in business in Springfield, Illinois, :fo:r• twenty-five years, 

sold out his business to some young men whom he had seen 

grow up••the Myers Brothers who made a remarkable success 

out of the business. Samuel. Rosenwald the:n went to Chicago 

to join the f'i:r>m of' Rosenwald and Weil~ 9 

The early months in Chicago were arduous. There was 

little time for leisure, but enthusiasm grew as the fi:rm of 

Rosenwald and. Weil took de:f'in1 te shape. Hamme:rslou.gh 

Brothe:r.•s manutactured most of ·the first yea:rt s stock and 

i¥£1a<trethe firm ample credit. The young men en1pl4;)yed two help• 

&:N1 and about twenty·:t·:ive outside cutte1~s. After a doubtful 

beginning Rosenwald and Well made headway. 

on a b~tterly cold morning in January, 18861 Julius 

Roaenwa.ld set out for St. Louis with a trunld'ul of aa:mples,. 

His efforts were to s~ll light summer elothing in the winter. 

They met with a reception colder than the weather. Discouraged, 

he continued to Kansas City, where an uncle gave him ar.1. order 

out of sympathy. At om.aha, Nebraska, and Fort Scott, Kansas, 

business was better. Within a few months, Rosenwald and Weil 

was beginning to fill a definite need in the Middle west. 

A:t'ter two years they moved to large1• quarters. About 

this time Julius met Augusta Nusbaum, sister of a business 

friend. After a short acquaints.nee, they were married and 

there entered into his life an influence that did much to 

shape him in his later years. Mrs. Rosenwald had a fine 

practical mind and business ability, which were of tremendous 
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value to the struggling young me:rachant. His warm humanita.rian 

impulses we~e later stimulated by her sense of duty to those 

less fortunate. 

Opportunity again knocked for Rosenwald, this time 

from New York. A firm of cheap clothing manufacturers-

Newborg, Rosen:f'eld and C-ompany1 wishing to develop a market 

in Chicago, asked him to join them in the enterprise. In 

this way the new house of Rosenwald and Company was foundea.10 

It was in this connection that Rosenwald bees.me ac• 

quainted wi·th Mr. Richard Sears, o:f Sears, Roebuck arid Com

pany, which had recently moved to Chicago .t'rom Minneu1poliso 

~~ears placed orders for clothing i:n au.ch fabulous quantities, 

and his method of disposing of' thelll was so novel that Rosen• 

wald was attracted toward that business and negotiated with 

him tor Rosenwald end ·Company to buy an interest; :t.n Sears. 

This r~sulted in RosenwaldWs brother-in-law buying a quarter 

inter•eat and Rosenwald and Company a quarter inte:r•est in 

Sears, Roebuck and Company totalling $70 1 000, a half interest. 

This was accomplished with the understand that as soon as 

possible Rosenwald would wind up his busi:ness and become 

active in the mail order business. He did so in 1895, and 

the business that was to grow into the largest mail order 

and department store chain :tn the world was bo:x•n with three 

stockholders 0 ll 

j 
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CHAPTER TlflO 

ROSENWALD AND SEARS 

Mr. Sears was a year younger than .Mr. Rosenwald. Born 

in a little .Minnesota town,, he learned to be a telegraph 

operator. A natural trader, and always an honest one, he 

began selling watches to the railroad men of his acquaint

ance. He would buy two or three watches and dispose of them 

to engineers,, conductors and others. 

During his leisure time, while sitting at the tele• 

graph instrument, he would write letters to the operators 

whom he knew. In that way he. laid the foundation for his 

mail•order business. He did so well that he left the rail

road. bus:tness and went into business for himself at .Minneapolis, 

dealing only in watches and selling them by :means of circulars 

and lettera.12 

His handm"'itten letters and c:trcula:l:"s stated that he 

had some watches to dispose of' and asked each express agent 

if he could send him a watch by express COD, subject ·to 

examination, at a certain prieG for him to sell. The express 

agent would then. retain as his profit all that he could 

realize above Mr. Sea.r.a,t s price. When a numbel:' of' OI'dars 

had been received, Sears sent to a Chicago wholesale house 

and ordered a suf.f icient number of watches COD,, to .fill the 

curl'ent requirements: he held the COD package and reshipped 

the watches to th~ express agents.- and when returns had been 

~eceived from the other express agents~ either in cash or 
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merchandise, he would charge .f'o1~ the COD he had paid. This 

feature of his business was begu11 early in 1886.13 

After moving to Minneapolis, Sears thought that Chicago 

would be a better location for his business, so he moved 

there. He had already proved the merit of his idea and was 

on the way to making money. Then in a year or two, a man 

came along and offered him $1251 000 for hi.a business, pl"O• 

vided he would agbee not to sell watches again in his own 

name for a period of three years@ 

Sears was only twenty-five at the time and the sum 

that he was offered seemed to ba an immense fo:c•tune. He 

thought that he would never want anymore money,. So he sold 

out, and invested $751 000 in tam: ·mo:O~,gqge3. Being e. devoted 

son, he gave the mort;gages to his mother and went to Mexico 
\ 

and California on a vacation. 

After traveling for six months, he returned to Minne• 

a.polis weary from idleness. A. c. Roebuck, who was mu.ch 

older than himself, formerly had been in his employ as a 

jeweler~ Mr. Sears was attached to Mr. Roebuck and had great 

respect !'01" his meohanlcal ability and his character, while 

Roebuck had great respect for S@a.rs• s business actunen.14 

Richard .Sears was so enthusiastie about 
selling and advertising that he fre .. 
quently overstepped the legitimate po.ssi"°
bili'l:;ies of' his capital.· For ins·tance, he 
f oreed on his firm against the advice ot 
his colleagues, a grocery line. He took 
the vie'V'J that it would be easy to satisfy 
euatomers 'by buying direct from the local 
manuraeturera and jobbers and put very 
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little of Sears•s capital into it. 
but instde four months they had over 
$20,000 tied up, a very appreciable 
share 0£ their capital. 

Richard Sears•s genius lay in adver• 
tising and selling, and this was very 
largely responsible in early days for 
establishment and great d~velopment of 
the business. As an illustration, 
Wards was founded round about 19701 
Sears, Roebuck in 1889. But in 18971 
Sears passed Ward on e:x:pre.ss sh1pment!9 
and in 1898 on freight. All built up 
on dynamic advertising and furious 
salling~l5 · 

A letter from Mrs. Louis Asher, of Chicago, to Mrs. 

Jerome Frank, Rosenwald•s biographer, iri 1932, gives us 

a deeper look into ·the :makeup of.' the :ma:r>. called Sears• 

The most impressive thing I can say i~ 
that M~. Sears was one of the two in• 
div~duals who were the greatest in-
fluence in my life. For ten years I 
was alssistant to co-worker with Mr .• 
Sears in the promotion work of Sea:r•s, 
Roebuck and Company• We worked to• 
gather desk to desk, days and nights 
and Sundays ·too. This was the most 
valuable period of my life and afforded 
me my best growth and maturity. I am 
writing you this not to throw light upon 
my life; I cite the axperienee as some• 
thing deriving from the force and in• 
fluence of Mr.Sears•s personality. 

Richard w. Sears was a man of broad vision, 
one who could create long range plans for 
the future and make them become real. A 
most magnetic personality, war.m-hearted and 
of radiant cheer. He had that rare talent 
of bringing out the best in people-•in 
making them believe in themselves, in giving 
them self confidence and the sense of dignity 
and importance. He was a man of large build, 
nearly six feet in height, well proportioned• 
His features were handsome, large lustrous 
eyes, a long straight nose. A pleasant agree• 
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able voioe with a tendency to rapid : 
enunciation as he explained anything 
in which he was deeply interested. I 
think a marked charaeterist1o was his 
gracious manner which made everyone, 
big or little, feel at ease in his 
p;r;ese.nce. He was to use the trite 
phrase 11 one of na.ture•s noblemen{$" 
There was an air of gentility, of 
innate refinement (as against ac
quired polish) about Mr. Sears. He 
was extremely democratic and most 
approachable and yet he had an effic• 
ient technique for safeguarding his 
time against bores or those not fully 
warranted in imposing upon his atten• 
tim.l •. 

Like most big brainy m$n he had the 
power o:f' in·tense concentration. A 
splendid listener giving you his un
divided attention and followed your 
thought closely. His mental pro• 
ceases were inoredibly rapid and he 
could (and .frequently did ·to save 
time). antieipa·te your thought or plan. 
in detail. He was not what is called 
an educated man" at lea$t he had no 
formal education after he was fifteen 
years old. Yet I always marvelled at 
his facility with language, his w1d~ 
:range vocabulary, and he could write, 
using only simple words, the most grace
fully phrased letters I have ever read. 

Ho devoted himself to the business. He 
ate, slept and dreamed Seara Roebuck and 
Co.~ and t~at is the explanation ot the 
rapid growth of the institution in those 
formative years. A man most prolific in 
ideas, he would come down of a morning 
especially after a weekend spent at his 
country home at Grays Lake, Illinois, 
with his pockets literally bulging with 
ma.nuseript, sometimes forty or .fifty 
hand'\IV:ritten pages ••••• so he would come 
to the office always early and always 
fresh (because he led no social life to 
speak ot) pull the stuffing of sheaves 
of papers out o:t.' his pockets, call his 
stenographers and start dieta.tingGI He 
would dictate two to three hou~s at a 
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stretch. 

He was a good executive, a splendid 
judge o:f' men; he had imagine. ti on and 
could understand the other fellow~ 
An outstanding quality of' Mr. Seavs 
was his understanding of' an consider
ation for his a:ssociEttea and other 
people~ 

This oc.msideration, this absolute . 
honet!lty 1 this frankness and straight• 
forwardness were nw.rked characteristics 
of Mr. Sears. In tho early days when 
he dealt w:t th manufacturex•s himself on 
the huge deals for merchandise that he 
negotiated he was known for his liberal 
attitude. He always wanted the othiar 
fellow to prosper, to make a profit, 
s.11d he depend®d upon large SCQle buy:lng 
and manu.f acturing, mass production,,. to 
bring cost~ down and enable him to make 
sensationally low prices on his goods 
rather than to strip the manufa~turer, 
the man who was selling to him, of every 
penny of proflt in the daa1~16 

Under· the contra.et Sears hu.d made in Ch::i,cago he was 

barred fo:r• three yeaJ:.•s .from engaging in the mail-order 

busin~ss under his own name. So he organized the A. c. Roe• 

buck Watch and Jewelry Company and reestablished himself in 

Minneapolis. Mr. Roebuck, neither then nor afte:i:•, had ar1y 

financial inter•eat in the business. He was always an e1u• 

ployee on a salary. 

The company prospered, and when Sears was free to do 

so' he changed the name o1' his .fir:mto Sears, Roebuck and 

Comp~ny. He had widely advertised the old firm and bali.ieved 

that Mr. Roebuck•s name wa.a of considerable value. Therefox•e 

he used it, along with his own, although he was the sole 

owne~ or the business. 
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Richa:r•d Sears returned to Chicago in 1895. Up to that 

time he had sold watches and jewelry exclusively. When he 

added a small line of clothing to his stock, Julius Rosen• 

wald showed him samples .from his .factory. Thus, they struck 

up an acqii.ainte.nce. sears told. Rosenwald about his bii.aineas, 

at which time Rosenwald s.nd his brother•in•law joined with 

him in partnership. Each paid Sears $35,000. The company 

of three was later turned into a corporation. Sears was 

elected president wh:tle Rosemwald was elected vicEl-president 

and treasurer. When Sears retired in 19081 Rosenwald succeeded 

him. 

The first impression people got of Julius Rosenwald 

during his aasoe1ation with Sears,, Roebu.ok was that he was 

e. fine indiv'iil.ual., He attempte~ to understand everybody. 

He hadt aecordi.ng to Mr. Roebuck, what one would eall a 

typical Jewish countenance,. Small and stout,. he ,impress!Eld 

everybody by his exeeeding frankness,, his af.fab:l.lity and 

ready sympathetic smile. He liked jokes, and to joket and 

had an uni' ailing source of ready wit, wh:t.ch .frequently took 

the fol~ of puns. 

In the business Rosenwald was actively interested in 

everythlng, with the emphasis on the clothing supplies. 

He had a quiet, forceful way of doing things. He lacked 

Seara•s spectacular personality and hi.s dynamic manner.,,. 

But Julius Rosenwald was a good counterbalanee, becau~e he 

was not swept o.f.f his feet by enthusiasm. He was very 
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analytical and a good thinker concerning business matters • 

He was also extremely efficient. In his quiet forceful way 

he stood out in quite a dominating way against the back• 

ground of men like Sears and Roebuck. He spec:t.aJ.izad in 

nothing, but was active in everything~ until with the re• 

organi.zation of' the company he became especiall'y interested 

in finance., 

Sears and Rosenwald were generally very popular with 

the hired help. Both were very affable, appreeiative of 

good servic~ done, and lovers of e.f.t'iciency. They were both 

remarkably fre~ from irritati.on in hours of rush business. 

Rosenwald and Sears got along rairly well, but Rosen• 

wald was not alwaysready, like Roebuck, to withdl"aw his 

opposition to Sears•s will. At timei he showed kel!);n resent• 

ment at seeing his judgment overruled when he knew himself 

to be in the right@ The most frict:i.on was displayed over 

adve1 .. tiaing., Rosenwald wanted to to11e down materially the 

catalog descriptions end sober up the whole range of their 

advertising. Sears was addieted to flamboyant advertising, 

to a type e>:f' exaggerated advert1sing0 
Rosenwald did not exactly bring about a sudden change 

for the better• in the advertising ethics, but he certainly 

was a very good permanent in.f luence in continually ke~ping 

honesty up to scratch, In time this became a tenet of the 

business, but it came unco:r1sciouslye Rosenwald was always 

insisting that catalog descriptions be made as nearly as 
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possible exact descriptions o:t: the objects in question. After 

a time$ even Sears saw how this satisfied customers and 

brought back numberless repeat orders• 

It is strarJge to think how certain qualities o.f' Richard 

sea1"s brought about a s,bl'!t".of "disintegration" o:t: his destiny 

in Sears Roebuck. Rosenwald, on the other hand, qui.eter, 

more modest, more tenacious, more abiding in his :faith in 

the business, seems to have linked himself more perm~nently 

with its history than did Richard Sea1•s 0 

Jul:l:u~1 R·dsenwald- ff{ a~ ;eteadu· ·shining 
planet. From the beginning there was 
an imperceptible but inevita.ble tilt• 
ing of the b~lanee from Sear~ high up 
toward Julius Rosenwald at the other 
end. The balances righted themselves 
and they swung Julius Rosenwald o:n 
high••to stay there. How this is ra
:f'leQted today is seen in the different 
family si tuat·ion. The Rosenwald family, 
father and both sons are firmly linked 
to the business, the sons ensuring con
tinuity for at least another generation. 
Here, perhaps, is the inevitable working 
out o:t a Jewish rae:l.al quality• Richard 
Seara, the genius whose brain cc.mceived 
the business and whose "happy warrior" 
spirit thrust it up to greatness, has. 
only a memory o:f himself left, f'ad:lng 
slowly with the years. His te.mily has 
no interest 1n Sears Roebuck, and both 
his sons, after minor connections have 
gone• The dynasty of Sea:rps will neve1" 
come into the kingdom their father 
Cl'eated0l.7 

·' These words of prophecy spoken by A. C. Roebuck fail 

to take into account the confidence that Sears had in the 

future of his firm. Yet with his tremendous confidence 

there were two qualitie$ which Sears possessed that fox•ced 
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him out of the firm. The capital reorganization of Sears 

in 1906 was, perhaps indirectly, the .first step Seaz•s took 

to a@complish hie resignation. It was merely a cashing in 

in of the assets, and this desire to cash in haunted Richard 

Sears :f 01' year a. He wanted some safe place where he could 

put hi.s money; some gilt-edged type of investment. This 

underlying fes.1• of sudden loss and the resultant worry of 

it; played a great part in his development• 

The second quality waa his desire to see things always 

go his way. He would often argue a subject from both sides 

and enjoy it, but he always wanted it to finish with the 

opposition accepting his judgm.ent. Cirou.mstances, sc>e~ial 

changes and the opposition of colleagues towards the end 

mady many of hf-~ policies either unworkable o:r liab:J_e to 

severe modificatron. So he felt he was losing his grip. 

By 1909, these two qualities of his nature had fore~d 

him out of the business. How he .felt when relieved of the 

tremen.dous weight of :responsibility :JI.a shown by a remark he 

made to Roebuck soon after his resignationi 

Seara put his two hands together, the 
palm of one hand on the back of the 
other, and drawing the palm of the hand 
uppermost over the back of the other 
towa1•ds the wrist, he said! 
•Now that I am out of that business, 
I can just .feel. the responsibility 
tingling out of my very fingers.tlS 

The burden now lay on the shoulders of the ent:rep:reneu.r 

from Springfield. Rosenwald assumed the presidency of Sears 

Roebuck in 1909~ 



As p:r•esident of Sears, Rosenwald. endeavored to raise 

the moral tone and eliminate questionable practices in ad• 

ve1•tising and the catalog. Slowly but surely his code o:f.' 

ethics began to prove prof'i•!:iable. Honesty abundantly 

justified itself as the best policy. 

Unlike many short-sighted presidents, Roaenwa.ld never 

sought to :r1elegate all powez• to h:t..msel.f. Department heads 

were given an amount of leeway unknown in most enterprises. 

They were encouraged to think up new ideas and were given a 

free hand to try them out. 

We give opportunity to other to do 
things. We place confidence in them, 
give them plenty of rope to work out 
their own ideas, even if' they do make 
m:i.stak:es occasionally. The re~ults 
are better than if we were to dominate 
the~ y~th one personvs ideas all the 
time,,. 

\ 

Yet even as libe1~a1 e.s he seemed to be, even with the 

encouragement he gave employee•s endeavors,, Rosenwald had 

very strict ideas about the deportment of employeEH:ie He 

took a .fatherly interest in the thousands of' gi:rls employed 

at Sea:rs,and rigidly enforced a oast-iron rule that any man, 

no matter how important.- who Sittempted to abuse his position 

automatically dismissed himself; from this rule there was no 

appeal. Picnics or other social functions which would en• 

courage familiarity between the men and women workers were 

.forbidden, although no concern at this time did more in supply• 

ing facilities for wholesome amusement and reoreation to its 
""o ~ roe than did Sears. Elaborate facilities were provid®d for 
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the daily feeding of thousands o~ employees at ridiculously 

low prices. Here also the women and the men were kept apart 

by seating them at separate tables but in the same room~ 

A story is told of a visitor who was dining with Rosen• 

wald in the Sears.., Roebuck lunchroom, when Rosenwald noticed 

a man and a girl at the same table. He immediately invest!• 

gated, found that they were father and daughter.., and ordered 

the cafete:r•ia manager to set apart a special table so that 

in such cases ·the two could lunch together every day without 

infringing the rules. 

Perhaps Rosenwald•s crowning achievement in connection 

with his co•workers was the "Employee•s Savings and Pro.fit 

Sharing Fund" which he had set up. The employees who joined 

agreed to pay ~.percent of their salaries into the .fund and 

thus share in the eo:mpanyts net earnings every year. For 

example, a worker receiving twenty dollars a week, paying 

011e dollar weekly into the fund, in fifteen years, ·would 

oeive for the $750 paid in by hiru, $3,42a.oo. In thirty 

years in return for $11 560 paid by him, he would receive 

$10,556. Rosenwald felt the plan would bring home to the 

people the val·ue o:r saving part of their earninga.20 

re• 

Julius Rosenwald~truly a great success in the business 

world,, firmly believed that the success of a business enter• 

Prise was due to the work of all the employees and not one 

man alone. He felt that success should not change the indi• 

,Vidual and .fill him with arrogance, but :rmthar that the 1ndi• 
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vidua.l should be cognizan:t of the tact that success is 95 

percent luck and 5 percent abllity,. 

If I had followed a definite program 
instead of taking the lucky breaks I 
would still be in a modEi::s·t clothing 
business in the Loop. I have always 
tried to put myself on the buyer•a side 
ot the counter. The opportunities of 
11.fe are too varied to be confined to 
rigid progrruns. When I began to sell 
mail orde::i." I could see on ·the other 
side o:f' the counter the millions of 
far:mera and rural dwellers who wanted 
the better merchandise which the towns• 
folk enjoyed. To take advantage of the 
golden opportunity awaiting me was not 
genius but simply following an idea to 
its logical @oncJ:usioni0,2 

Rosenwald, always mindful of the plight of the consumer, 

held as basic to individual management, careful expenditure, 

and elimination ei' waste, For he felt it was this which made 

it possible tor one .family to live well and save money on a 
I 

small income upon which; per~aps, the family untrained in 

thl'":lft7 ways would go hungry~ He held that ~areful buying was 

almost the hardest lesson of all to teach Americans. Yet with 

all his emphasis on the rights o'.f the consumer, he maintained 

that the seller nm.st beware, for he, not the buyer 1 takes the 

risk. This simple philosophy was what molded Rosenwald into 

the ":magician of the mail order~90 22 

Rosenwald often gave advice to members of his family 

concerning their business enterprises* In counseling Louis 

Rosenwald in Salina$ Ka:n.Eh':U.1_, he wrote: 

You are carrying entirely too much 
stock for the amount ot your business$ 
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You must run your atoek down and 
keep it within bounds. You must 
be earetul and not carry over your 
merchandise from season to season~ 
If you do~ it means that you make 
no money. You will lose every 
dollar you can possibly make in 
profit on the sacrifices of old 
stock~23 

Rosenwald warned agains·t anyone getting too deep in 

debt in credit af.fairs.24 He also had definite modern 

views on merchandising·~ 

It occurred to me that wh~never you 
put an adve1•tisement in the paper 
you ought to out it out and paste 
one of them on each of your windows. 
They have proven very attractive 
and will be equally so with you. 
Arrange with the principals of differ• 
ant schools there, to furnish a certif• 
1eate good for a suit of clothes tor 
each poor boy under fourteen years~ and 
~ Thanksgiving Day they honor the 
certificate. There are any number of 
things probably tha:t could be done to 
brighten up your business and you must 
keep on the lookout for them.26 

He also gave advice to others outside his immediate 

family concerning humility in business and stock investment. 

He wrote a man in Kansas City, Missouri, ccmgra:tulating him 

on a great improvement in position in the firm. for which 

this man was working. He warned the man not to let his new

found prosperity warp his sense or judgment to the extent of 

feeling that he was im:rneasure.'bly responsible for his own 

success, through his own work. Rosenwald also warned this 

gentleman against.free use of the personal pronoun in his 

business activ1ties~26 As for stock investment, he greatly 
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advised people to invest in Sears, Roebuck and Company, es

pecially in preferred stock which would always pay dividenda.27 

Rosenwald, himself never subscribed tor stock in his own 

name but alwa:ys in the name o:f someone else, a.a he explains 

in this letter to the La Salle National Bank o:f Chicago: 

I would subscribe for some of the 
stock, but would not take it in my 
own name. I hold no stock in my 
own name in any bank or any company 
incorporated for profit, my reason 
being that where I have taken stock 
in companies that were being formed, 
I hav"<:i done so merely out o:f personal 
regard for, or at the request of 
someone interested in the organization 
and have had the stock subscribed for 
in some other name, sine~ I make no. 
investigation, and my name as a sub• 
scribiar, might induce a01neone else to 
subscribe, believing that I have be• 
come a ~m.bsoriber after i:nvestiga:tion 
and in that way i·t might be m:lsleading.28 

• 1. 

Julius Roa,~nwald stepped down. as president of Sears, 
\ 

Roebuck on October 28 1 1924. At that time h~ became chair• 

man of the board of directors. General Robert E. Wood, 

recently resigned vice-president and merchandising manager . 
ot Montgomery ward 1 was elected president of Sears. The only 

statements made regarding Roaenwaldts resignation ware that 

the load was getting too heavy for him and his partner 

Albert Loeb., I1oeb was stricken on May 201 with a heart ail• 

ment and had been confined to his siok ·room ever si.n.ce~29 

Speculation has it that there was more to Rosenwald•a 

~esignation than the load being too heavy. The Chicago· 

Cor~espondent of the New York World at the time of this 



change asc:i:•ibed it. to the fact that the company had made 

sluggish progress in earnings during the three years prior 

to 1924. 
The oorJ:•espondent also believed that the change made, 

wood in place of Rosenwald, was due to Sears Roebuck having 

beenplaced under a ban by the Ku Klux Klan, which resulted in 

the i:nnnensely increased business of the company's compe·ti tor, 

w~rcL'' 111. 
The Ku Klux Klan organs at this time also co:r:lfirmed 

the rumor that the company was· under a boycott because of 

Jewish control. The Jewish Telegraphic Ageney, inquiring · 

as to the authentiei ty of this report, received the f'9Yllow-, 

ing answer from Rosenwald: 

.. · : Not· a.'-seintella:cof' -tiuth in report 
referred to in your telegram. No 
evidence of harm from that source 
has be~n noticeable even in the 
slight,st degree~~O 

I 
With these words Jewish leadership in Sears Roebuck eame 
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CHAPTER THREE 

ROSENWALD AND "THE ART O:F' PUBLIC GIVING0 

The generous Julius Rosenwald was another side of this 

great man~ s chaJNl.cter. A mult1 ... millionaire in his own right, 

he devoted many of' h:i.s we.king hours and much of his s..ccunru.• 

lated wealth to those in need. During his lifetime his gifts 

exceeded $221 0001 000 exclusive of the Rosenwald. Fund.11 which 

had assets wo~th $401 0001 000 in 192a.3l 

Yet throughout· his lifetime Rosenwe.ld maintained a 

definite philosophy o:f professional philanthropy. In his 

philosophy he was opposed tor two reasons to the principle 

of storing up large sums oi.' money for pbile.nthropic uses 

centuries hence. First ot all, it directly implied a certain 

pessimiam. with :i:•egard to the futu1~e,. and Rosenwald had no 

such pessimism. He :f'elt confident the.~ the generations 
I 

hence would be e-Very bit as htU11ane and enlightened, ener-
1 

getio and able as his generation and that the needs of the 

future could safely be left to the gEn1erations ot.' the future., 

Secondly, he was again.st auy program of philantlu.•opy that 

would inject the great tor·tunes of his day into the affairs 

o:r the nation·500 or 11 000 years hence_. He sincerE')ly be• 

lieved tha.t philanthropic ente1•priaes should corne to an end 

With the close of the philanthropistts life or at moat a 

Single generation after his death. In other words he was 

totally- opposed to perpettti ties. 32 

Every endowment made in our time should 



expend itself within a period dur• 
ing which the need can be tore• 
~ast. Everytime a permanent endow• 
ment is made it lessens the amount 
available for immediate needs; and 
our immediate needs are too plain 
and too urgent to allow us ·to do 

'the work of the future generation. 

I am in f'avor of endowments that 
disburse interest over a portion of 
the principal in equal installments 
over a given period~ 

. IDhe past• g~ves. q)le:nti.ful evidence that 
perpetual endovmients, so-cal.led,, have 
ou·tl.i ved the needs which caused their 
creation. The:t•e ean be no doubt that 
mone:r, left in perpetuity often is 
misused,.33 

Rosenwald was vo1ly much opposed to .foundations and 

bE,n.evolent trul!lts which restricted their enterprises to 

narrow limits and perpetuated thems~lves by spending only 

interest on the vested ca.pi ta.lo 

Ha pointed to the fact that millions of dollars were 

tied up in perp~tu:ttiea to endow orphan asylums which in 
" 

his day were outmoded because oi' discr1.minating charity• s 

attempts to keep the home together~ Ha also poj.nted out 
,· 

that millions which ware ie:rt to endow the study o.f c~rta.in 

diseases were lying compa.1"atively idle because science had 

maste1"ed the diseaaes., and legal chains prevented the money 

from being adapted for mox•e pressing needs. He .:f'elt that 

a project useful in his day may not only be useless but 

v·:t.cious in the .future, and he urged that the law be amended 

to giv·e authorized persons discre·tion to change objectives 

or endown1ents when the ori.ginal plan had ceased to .fu1~tha1"' 

: ! 
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e. useful and. 

In his opposition to the storing of large sums .f'o:r 

use in centuries hence, Rosenwald pointed to the fact that 

the final disposi ti1on of the Julius Rosenwald fund wa.s 

set for a period not longer than twenty-five years after 

his death. 

Multimillionaires and foundation directo1~s were in 

agreement with Rosenw~l.ld at the time of his ata.ted philosophy 
t 

ot public' giving. They agreed that "dead hand" bequests 

should be avoided and that the trend of modern philanthropy 

should be in that di.rection. They too were aware o:f the 

millions of dollars which were left idle because legal 

provisions chained the moneys to specific purposes that ware 

no longer useful to the community. But the philanthropic 

leaders of the time disagreed with Mr. Rosenwald•s dictum 

that all moneys'must be spent within twenty-five years after 

his death. Th~ prevailing opinion seemed to be that it was well 
\ 

!'01" trustees ot .foundations to have power to use the capital 
I 

and that such use should be left to their discretion.34 

Although Rosenwald, a man of vision, met opposition 

to his twenty-1~1ve year p:rog:r•am, he did point up to the 
! 

public the plight of the professional philanthropist. He 

attempted to shov1 them that the path of the freelance 

Philanthropist was ha1~d. 

I made my money in retail t~ade•• 
but when it comes to philanthropy, 
I•m preferably a wholesaler. The 



mere matter of the time involved 
in listening to private appeals 
and investigating them makes retail 
giving by individuals physiea.lly 
impossible on any scale large enough 
to a.mount to anything, and beside, 
I believe that giving without prope:r• 
investigation is likely to do more 
harm than good. 

But ,1.indi vi dual, direct-to-consumer 
giving has a still greater psycho• 
logice.i handioap. Its di.sa.ppoint• 
ments are most certain to be so 
n:umer•ous and so bitter as to blight 
the gene:i:•ous impulses of any but 
the most inct1re.ble philanthropist. 
Having no desire to have any human 
sympathies chilled and my arteries 
hardened I have avoided adventures 
into that .field. 

About the only persons who m.ake a 
fair success of what you call free
lance cha:i:•i ty--di.rect personal g1v• 
ing to individuals--are the poor. 
When Jane Adams remarked that those 
who give most and n10st suceessf'ully 
to t;he poor are the poor themselves, 
she spoke a great tru.th. That it is 
a kind of giving which most frequently 
escs.pes leaving its recipients :more 
impoverished than they were before. 
Why? Perhaps because it carries its 
own·:proof of unselfishness and is more 
generally accepted as an obligation 
than the Charity of the rich. When 
Mrs1• Levy gives Mrs. Lewis a little 
fror11 her meager :f'am:I.ly stoI•e to help 
ou~ because Lewis is unemployed, Mrs. 
Lewis accepts the gift with a know
ledge that the tables may be turned 
almost any time and it will be her 
turn to repay Mrs. Levy in kind. 

But when you consider wholesale phil
anthropy only- do not imagine that 
you,,'have entered seas which are so 
well charted that your course is clear. 
You can•t imagine how difficult it is 
to give money away so that it will 
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se:x:•ve a use:ful and constructive 
purpose and yield a clear net 
panefitt to humanity. It is far 
easier to make a large for•tune 1 
honestly, than it is to give 
one,~way in a manner that will. 
assure the promoting of human 
welfare or the building up of 
hwnan character,. 

I,' spend many wakeful night hours 
planning concrete problems along 
this· line. As a result, I 0011 
sure that one of the most difficult 
things a man can do is to give away 
large sums of money wisely, con• 
structively and to the real benefit 
of his fellow beings. I have long 
since lost faith in those forms of 
charity which are merely palliative. 
My interest has shifted to those 
forms of help which hold promise of' 
preventing the further need .for 
gratuitous financial help. 

There is quite 'aa keen a call for 
the exercise of sharp watchfulness 
of expense in giving a fortune away 
as there is in making it. The high 
cost of giving is no idle phrase.35 

Although Rosenwald in the preceding words seems to 

tone down his views toward public philanthropy, and yet re• 

main firm in his convictions; perhaps the following gives 

us a fuller expression of the deep-seated opposition within 

the man toward foolish philanthl'•opy: 

•••Philanthropy is a sickening word. 
It is gene:N:i.lly looked upon as help
ing a man who hasn't a cent in the 
world.. That sort of thing hardly in ... 
terest me. I do not like the tsob 
stuf:ft philanthropy. What I want to 
do is try and cure the things that 
seem to be wrong. I do not under
estimate the value of helping the 
underdog. That, however, is not my 
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chief concern, but rather, the 
operation of ca.use and effect. 
I try to do the thing that will 
aid groups and masses rather than 
individuala.36 

Throughout his life$ Rosenwald held steadfast to his 

philosophy of phi.lanthropy and never swayed from it,. His 

lifetime ac·t;ivi ties point to the fact that this was truly 

a man of l'irm convictions, who was not frightened to make 

these convictions known ·to his f'ellow entrepreneurs. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

ROSENWALD AND THE WORLD WAR 

During the First World War, Julius Rosenwald was 

commissioned by Newton D. Baker, who was then Secretary of 

war, ·to serve as a member of the Advisory Commission for 

the Council-of National Defense.37 He was a friend of Presi.., ,, 

dents and had served as a member of the Advisory Committee 

of the National Committee since July 18, 1912.38 Theodore 

Roosevelt was perhaps the most influential force in Rosen• 

waldqs commission. On July 12, 1918, Roosevelt wrote to 

Thomas Mo La.ne, the Chairman of Overseas Entertainment fo1"' 

. the YMCA, stating: 

Mr .. Julius Rosenwald stands in the 
front rank of ou1" citizenship as re• 
gards t"Jharacter and ability. I am 
intimately acquainted with hi.s work 
for Tuskegee and for various colored 
YMCA institutions. If ha will under• 
take entertainment work for our soldiers 
ove1"S1';.HlS, I shall regard our arn1y as 
fortunate.39 · 

Another factor in Rosenwald•s War Work was the pressure 

brought upon him by the Jewish Welfare Board. In a letter 

from Mr. Harry cutler, Chai:r>man of the JWB, Rosenwald was 

approached and asked to serve the cause of American Jew1•y 

overseas: 

Tha more I go into the question of 
<.rv\erseas work, the more thoroughly 
am1I convinced, and this view is 
hetl.d by my colleagues, Dr. Adler, 
Messrs. Schiff, Marshall and others 
that our High Commissioner for a 



limited period at least, in England 
and France, 111uat be a man whose un• 
swerving Americanism and standing 
in Jewish and non•Jewish affairs is 
of the highest order; and whose 
qualifications, temperament and ab~lity 
will do much to off set the mental re• 
servation and open suspicion entertained 
in high political circles abroad regard• 
1ng1 the attitude of American Jews toward 
the Allies,. 

To such a man is offered an opportunity 
for service to American Jewry, which 
can.not be measured by any present stand• 
a.rd of value-a service which will be 
.far reaching during and particularly 
after the war in gaining for us the 
prestige to which we are entitled, at 
the same time making it possible to 
carry out our work for the boys at 
the front more efficiently and with 
less cha.nee of being hampered trom 
directions, which mediocre repreaenta• 
t1on might unconsciously stimulate. 

My honest judgment is, and this view 
is shared by every mem.be1" of our Ex• 
ecutive Boord, that you are that man. 
Can you consider a three tour or six 
montha• leave of absence in this 
coni1ection, which I run confident that 
our government will grant you? I do 
not hesitate to approach you, .for the 
task :.requires really b1g•men•they 
cannot come ·too big-especially When 
we are about to undertake the initial 
steps o:f our work "over there." Your 
associetes and workers will be.men 
whom the Board considers qualified, 
and the State Department approves. 

I sincerely trust that you will give 
an affirmative expression, and that 
Mra. Rosenwald will consent to your 
undertaking this function, the im• 
portance o:f which I can not emphasize 
t90 strongly, and I am sure that your 
k~owledge of me, based on our friend•· 
s'.hip, wi.11 convince you of my sincer ... 
i'ty in the characterization I have made.40 
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Rosenwald, not leaving any time for delay, replied 

promptly by wire: 

The confidence whieh you and your 
colleagues express as to my being 
the man for the purpose outlined 
in your letter of the thirteenth 
1a most gratifying and if I ean be 
of service to you in connection 
with the duties for which I have 
pledged myself to the Secretary of 
war, I stand ready to :t•espond,, but 
feeling as I do in regard to the 
overseas work, as exp:res.sed to you1 
I could not accept the position 
which you have outlined.41 

cutler exerted further pressure upon Rosenwald, in 

voicing his view that Rosenwald should not only represent 

the YMCA in overseas work as Roosevelt suggested, bu·t also 

should represent the Jewish Welfare Board: 

••.,if you were to go abroad rapi"e• 
senting solely the Y.M.C.A., or any 
other agency, your venture would bG 
misunderstood and I tear misconstrued, 
and internationally the Zewiah Welfare 
Board~ which is functioning only in 
accordance with the War Departmentus 
advice and direction~ would receive a 
very severe blow; tor in spite of your 
innate modes·ty, Julius Rosenwald, is 
a Jewish international figure, who 
stands tor much in American lite~ 

I d$em it my duty to present this phase 
to you, and I am sure you will appreciate 
the spirit that prompts it. My desire is 
paralleled by your own, namely, to write 
such a record, through our war work, in 
representing practically three million 
Jews in this country, that not only shall 
we help to w.:J.n the war~ but we shall gain 
the commendation and approval of the one 
hundred million citizens of this republic, 
oi' which we a.re a component part. Honestly 1 
hoiding these views, you can appreciate all 
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the more my anxiety to obtain your 
sympathetic consideration, and 
active service for suoh an important 
and delicate mission as confronts 
the Jewish Welfare Boara.42 

Finally, on July 29, 1918, Rosenwald received hi$:.• 

official orders from the Secretary of War, Newton D. Baker: 

I want you to go to France, move 
around among our American troops, 
and avail yourself of every opport
unity which arises to address our 
boys on the conditions at home, and 
particularly on the opportunities or 
.American life as you have observed 
them in your own successful business 
career. 

It :ts not unlikely that your chief' 
opportu:r.1.:t ties will be among the men 
in the so-called Services of' Supply, 
of' whom the:re are great numbers, who 
are deprived of opportunity for ser• 
viee at the front to render valuable 
service in the lines of communication, 
upon whioh the safety and efficiency 
of that army at the front depends. 
You will find them filled with the 
spirit of service and sacrifice; you 
will find al.l our boys enthusiastic• 
intelligent, and brave. Your special 
opportunity of usefulness to them will 
be to take a message froin home, point• 
1.ng out how the country apprecia·tes the 
services they are rendering and how 
great the opportunity will be for them 
to build up business and professional 
careers at home when once the menace 
of mi li tar ism has been l"emoved from the 
world.. Carry them as a message from 
me, or rather from the people of the 
United states, !'01~ whom I venture to 
speak to them, this thought& that in 
a time of universal sacrifice they are 
having the her6ie opportunity, and that 
their privilege is to vindicate again 
in the eyes of the world the wholesome• 
n~ss and beauty of the principles upon 
w~ich Ameriean liberty is based; that 
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this war will free Fran~e and 
Europe~ but that in addition: to 
that it will f'ree America, and 
that when they have helped to make 
men free everywhere the blessings 
and rewards of a finer civilieation 
will be especially theirs to enjoy 
since they have so gre

4
atly contributed 

to their preservation. 3 

Following the announcement o:r Rosenwald'S orders, the 

Jewish'. Welfare Boe.rd made it known to the world that Julius 

Rosenwald would represent them overseas. 

Colonel Harry Cutler, Chair.man o:r the 
Jewish Welf'are Board, a.nnounces that 
Honot•able Juli:us Rosenwald,, the difll"'°' 
tinguished philanthropist and merchant 
of Ch:tcago and member o:r the Council 
of 'National De:fense, will sho1 .. tly go 
to F1:r•mnea at the request of the Secre ... 
tary oi' Wero 

Mr. Rosenwald has been :l.nterested in 
the work of the Jewish Wel:t'are Board 
since its inoeption and has contr1• 
buted generously to its support. 

The Jewish Welfare Board is enabled 
to announce that as far as Mr. Rosen
wald' S duties ot the War Department 
permit he will. in the capacity of' 
c o:mmissioner of the Welfa1•e Board ai<il 
in es·tablishing 1 ts headqua1 .. ters in 
Paris and Londo11, i:n. coo:rd1.nating the 
duties of the other Commissioners and 
workers and in making arrar.i.geiment tor 
cooperativ·e relations with the officials 
or the army and with othei" Americar1 
welfare agencies abroad.44 

Letters of introduction were sent out to the various 

diplomatic and consular officers in England, France and 

Italy by Frank Polk, the Acting Seorate.ry of State 1 0.nd 

Bernard B~~uch, a member of the War Industries Board~ The 
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lette1~s spoke of Rosenwald as one o:f' high public spirit 

and a loyal citizen of' these United States.45 

Rosenwald•s mission was different from any other 

man's in the great wal?. He we.s an officer without rank, 

but he'wore nobly the uniform of Uncle Sam. He waa a great 

mo:x.•ale booster for the American boys. He traveled, often 

in darJ:ge1 .. , su.ffering great hardships, from camp to camp, 

carrying. letters from gove:t"nors of each state, and greeti11gs 

and words of praise from the solid rank of American people 

behind the home lines 0 46 

Some extracts from the long letters of the governors 

read this way: 

CAPPER of' Kansas--Your yea1"s of 
war shall not be years of waste 
in your lives. Your places are 
ready for you when you retur.r:i.., 
Your loved ones are cared for 
while you are away. 

BURNQ.UIST of Minnesota-•The folks 
at home are working saving,, giv
ing$ and going the limit to back 
you up. 

PHILLIP of Wisconsin-·All is well 
at home. We have buraper crops, 
enough to teed all our own people 
and a big surplus to spare. We 
miss you very :much. We shall wel• 
come the great day when your work 
is completed s.nd you return to 
Wisconsin in tx•iwnph. 

HENDERSON of Alabama,, who forgets 
that he is a gove1•nor and writes 
like a father o:t• a mother--Things 
at home are the same as when you 
left except for the absence of. 
yourselves~ who are so dear to uso 
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But; there are no complainers• 
Both in the homes and kitchens 
here at home is the same spirit 
of loyalty and determination tha:t 
you show in France. 

LOWDEN of Illinois--No Illinois 
man will lose his life in vain by 
the war.47 

The tr•oops became ve1"'y .fond of the man they call.ad "Rosyo" 

While in -F'ranoe he delivered about fo1~ty speeches to grou.ps 

of 41 000 to 71 000 boys, imparting to them a. message of cheer 

from home. Sometimes he made two or three speeches a day,. 

but usually he talked once at night. He had planned to 

return October 1 1 1918, but so many requests had been mad~ 

for him that he was determined to remain another month. 

Rosenwald wrote home that heavy rains had saturated thE> 

sector of' 1;;he .f'ightin.g line in which he was working, on 
September 9th$ he waded knee deep in mud. Women of an 

advanced Red Cross canteen gave him a bed in order that he 

might proceed to a post still .further advanced. 

Rosenwald marveled at the size of the American hospitals 

in France. One he inspected held 50 1 000 beds•-300 times 

the size of the ave1 .. age hosp! tal in Chicago. 49 

Rosenwald kept the "folks at home"well•posted on what 

was taking place overseas. He spoke of the marvelous work 

the Americans had done at the many seaport towns he visited,.. 

In one seaport there were about twenty camps of various 

kinda, a1xty•e:l.gh1; enormous warehouses and hundreds of 

miles of track put in by the Am.ericans., 
I 
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He spoke of another town full of' American soldiers 

and sailors. About 20,000 were there all the tim.e, be

sides the troops near by. He spoke of the wonderful sight 

he saw of a ship which had been torpedoed and saved. It 

was in a dry dock and the hole in its side was the width 

of six ord:i.na.1•y dooN.:i and twice the height. 

Sept. lO••Such e day as I have hadl 
Spoke to a am.all group this morning, 
then proceeded to my second place, 
a large motor repair place, where 
several thousand men are employed. 

I stood in the rain and spoke to them. 
Of course, I had to cut it short, but 
you should have seen that plac~--a 
marvelous development--all since May 1. 
Enormous steel and glass buildings, 1'ull 
of machinery and stock. What our people 
have accomplished industrially beats 
anything one could have dreamed of, but 
thatts too long a story~ 

It pelted rain all day yeste:t:•day and the 
day before that. Both days I tramped 
about in mud up to my knees. I he.vs 
spoken forty-one times, so far. 

I saw my first sign of war aside from 
men in uniform as soon as we got out• 
side of paris--transpo:r•ts or bit a.utio 
trucks by the score, loaded with me:r.t 
and materials. I saw about a thousand 
in three days• 

Every town we passed through had numbers 
01.' American soldiers.48 

When speaking to "his boys" Rosenwald usually closed 

his talks with what they must make o:f America when they 

return--a. real nation, all her citizens belonging to each 

other. He was proud the. t ther~e boys in the army weriei 
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demonstrating that men from all places were able to work 

together for one cause.49. 

Yet Rosenwald was do dedicated to his work that his 

health came second. On September 29 1 1918,, a cable was re

ceived from Paris to the ef'feot that Julius Rosenwald was 

111 with a slight attack of pneumonia.. His illness was 

not considered serious, but he did remain for awhile at a 

hospital in Tours.50 

On October lst 1 the news was released that Rosenwald 

had completed his stay at the crunp hospital and again 

reiterated. that his illness was not seve1•e.6l 

Rosenwald returned to Chlcago by October 14th, re• 

ceiving words o:f' welcome and concern over his illness from 

lnany prominent individuals. Among these we:r•e: Edward Bo 

Butler, president of Butler Brothera, one of Roaanwald•s 

competitors;, Cleophante Campanini, general director of the 

Chicago Opera Association; Emmett J. Seott, speei.al assistant 

to the Secretary of War; and T1.ff'ar1y Blake 1 an editor of' the 

Chicago Tribune.52 Probably the moat beau·tiful words of' 

welcome came t'rom the Illinois Technical School for Colored 

Girls in Chicago: 

Permit us to extend to you our greet• 
ings and welcome you ~gain to dear 
old USA and to Chicago. We are sure 
you have accomplished much good for 
the cause of liberty, during your 
absence but your poor health has been 
an anxiety to your Chicago fr1ends 1 
among whom we beg to be considered~ 
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Our grateful prayers and those of 
the little ones whom your kind 
charity enables to care for•, have 
attended you and will continue~ 
We since:r:•ely tru.st that your health 
will soon be perfectly restored. 
Begging God to bless you and yours ••• 53 

The greatest tribute any American citizen could possibly 

rece:l.ve following the performance of an act of heroism or 

any other praiseworthy act is to have those who participated 

in this with you proclaim to others their great admiration 

tor you• "Rosy" was truly admired and loved by the troops 

whom he tirelessly and unselfishly visited in order to 

bl'ing a little bit of home to them. Nun1erou:s letters were 

sent home by his great adm.irers praising the works of this 

little man who called himself "General Merchandise." 

lat Lt. William P. Mc Fat•land, in the United states 

Air Service, wrote home: 

We had 1:1 visit from Julius Rosenwalde 
His talk and the governor~s letter 
cheered the boys a whole lot, but his 
wonderful 1r•m your friend and backer' 
sm:tle made them feel less alone than 
they had felt for some time. They 
cheered him and they meant it. 

Another young aviator wrote: 

After luncheon I dropped into the YMCA. 
There was a lecture going on, and ·~he 
place was packed~ The enthusiastic 
cheering~ whistling and clapping aroused 
my curiosity •••• the speaker was a short, 
heavy man of middle age@ He was an 
artist in touching just the right chord 
in the fellows, and he talked in such a 
personal way, and so whole-heartedly 
mixed in a few good stories now and then, 
that he took the boys by storm<!> I turned 



' . 
to a mechanic next to me and said, 
•Who is he?' 

•Dam finei The fellows call him 
Rosy. He's a b::J.g bug from Ch5.cago 
on the National Defense. He ce:z•• 
"bainly is dam goodt • 54 

A letter from Pvt. Lucius w. Woodruff to his .friend 

John Herbert Toal, of Rand McNa.ll.y, stated: 

Julius Rosenwald gave a most wonder• 
ful talk at the Red Cross building this 
P.M. He met all the Illinois and 
Chicago boys afterward and shook hands-~ 
also read a message from Sec. War Baker, 
Gov. Lowden and Chas. M. Schwab. Told 
him I was from M.F. and Company and had 
a short chat 1 said he had seen Simpson 
a few days ago. He has a good mission 
to perform over here in addition already 
to his service in Washington and his 
message to us from the American people 
carried a multitude of eheer and thought. 
If he takes with every bunch of soldiers 
as he did with us, which I am sure he 
will, he will have accomplished some 0 bit11 

as his share.55 

Rosenwald was the boys w connection wi·th the news at 

home. Corporal Sol Marx in writing home to his Aunt Rose 

praises the man on a mission for the words of comfort he 

brought from the homefront: 

Today after a long wait, your letter 
dated July 31, arid posted August 2 1 
arrived. It was welcome Auntie Dear, 
for I reared you were not well or the 
like, until Mr. Rosenwald, who visited 
us$ told me you were "the same old Rose" 
and that meant worlds.to me,. 

One day at mess an announcement was made 
(on Labor Day) that a mass meeting would 
be held in the drill ground. our band 
was playing so we finished our meal, 
dropped down on the sand and waited. 
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Soon Col. Edwardts (Post Commandant•s) 
car drove up and to my surprise I saw 
Mr. Rosenwald in uniform. He delivered 
a very cheerful message, in fine style 
and read many messages from repreaetita
tive home follt••I was so proud of him 
he represented so much as he stood 
there, a national figure, doing a big 
work. He requested Illinois men to 
shake hands with him-·they swarmed in 
so I refrained because such would be ~n-
sa tisfa(.rtory. About 4PM I had to take 
up a question with Adjutant and was 
going from my off ice when I saw Julius 
Rosenwald about to enter his ca1•. I had 
a fine talk with him and we arranged to 
breakfast together the next morning. We 
did. A Miss Rau, related to the Good• 
kinds of St. Paul (a Red Cross worker) 
was present also. Of course I dreJ.ned 
him of home news-he seamed to have apprec• 
iated my letter too--but he is such a plain 
unassuming, kind man; his soul is right 
and his monumental success is well desarved 0 56 

As Rosenwald traveled through France, he was often re• 

united with boys from Chicago, enjoying it inm1ensel'y, and 

oft times subject to surprise~ 

He had just finished speaking to a 
large crowd of doughboys at one of 
the larger camps and had read Gov. 
Frank Oe Lowden•s message •••• •Now, 
boys,• said Mr. Rosenwald, with a 
big smile• •I'd like to shake hands 
with every one of you, for I just 
love every man with all my soul end 
heart. But I can• t speak toe ach 
boy personally, although I would 
like to see some of the Illinois 
boys, and Chicago boys in particular.• 
He climbed down from the box and was 
surrounded by quite a mob at once. 
They came from all corners of Illin
ois and had a regular reunion for a 
while. Mr. Rosenwald saw a tine 
lookin six tooter standing near him, 
smiling and apparently enjoying it 
all~ •Hello son,• said Rosenwald, 

~---------------------
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grasping his hand, tare you from 
Illinois, too?• 
3Better stillw the soldier replied, 
*I'm from Chicago •. • 
•The deuce you are,• exclaimed Rosen• 
wald. •Then you probably know me.• 
•I ought to.• the doughboy smiled, 
•I am a witness to your will•' 
•The···' Rosenwald just got the 
asp:t.ra.te out, but did not pronouce the 
full word,•Well what do you know about 
that?• he ejaculated. Then he shook 
his hand again and observed 1 tGuess it 
was a pretty good will, wasn•t it.t 
The doughboy happed to be Mr. Marks, 
a law student in Lessing Rosenthaltts 
office 5.n Chicago. Mr. Rosenthal 
drew the will and Marks was one of 
the official witnesses.57 

Even following Rosenwaldts return to the United States, 

the troops were still reminiscing over his visits with them~ 

On December 2nd.- 1918, 11Rosy" received these words of greet

ing from Sergeant First Class Harold Henry, of Company D, 

the 108th US Engineers, now stationed in the St. Mihiel 

Sector in Frane~i 

During pleasant hours of reminiscence 
by the flickering candle light and re• 
viewing the wonderful even'ts of the 
past, I have often though of our unusual 
but pleasant meeting in the trenches on 
famous old Mort Homme. 

I cannot forget how surprised I was at 
being informed that none other than 
Julius Rosenwald him.self' was traverslng 
the muddy, slimy, shell torn trenches 
whioh wound around the crest of Dead 
Man's Hill. 

It was a great sight and inspiration 
to see the vigor and youth pouring 
forth from one of your years and the 
feeling of security at knowing what 
you and the people back home were 



tor us. 

I wish to take this opportunity 
in thanking you. for the courtesy 
of informing my parents of our 
meeting wh.ile over here and wish ... 
ing you a Merry Christmas and the 
Happiest of a New Year.58 

Rosenwald' a feelings towards those he cheered were 

mutual. He greatly admired them and was so very proud of 

the ,American boys. In addressing a dinner meeting of the 

American Jewish Relief Oo:mm.1.ttee at the Blackstone Hotel 

in Chicago, Rosenwald verbalized his feelings: 

The last fifty odd times I•ve 
addressed audiences my aud:tto:r•s 
were all in the unif orm.s of.' 
American soldiers, and I want to 
say that I didnwt believe until 
I rubbed elbows with them in 
England and France, that our boys 
were the wonderful fellows they 
proved to bee 

You would be prouder than ever that 
you were American citizens had you 
seen the type of men as I saw them, 
who went "over there" to fight for 
A.mericats ideals. I saw them by 
the hundreds of thousands in all 
conditions and I never saw one 
under the ini'luance of liquor-· 
and with liquor on sale on all sides 
tooi I never saw one who was not a 

gentleman& Not once did I see any 
out'bursts of rowdyismL 

Also, all honor to the men wo went 
18 over the top,11 but don't forget 
those who wanted to go to the front, 
but had to stay behind and help 
supply those at the front. I hope 
every city and community will appoint 
commi.ttees and voice its honor and 
pride in these wonderfult glorious 
men--our fighting boys~5~ 
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Julius Rosenwald lived his life in order to f'ulfill 

hiS mission to mankind. His war work was only one byway 

along the road to fulfillment. Here was a man who had an 

opportunity to stay at home and operate i'rom this end of 

the :front, but he wanted to be with "his boys.," Mankind 

will long remember the patriotism of a man called "Rosy." 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

ROSENWALD AND THE NEGRO 

Perhaps, more than anythingt Julius Rosenwald is 

best remembered :ror his commitment to the cause of' the 

American Negro. He was devoted to educating them and 

giving them a share in this world, His efforts were 

me.de to elevate them from second-cle.ss citizenship to 

fir·st ... class status in these United s·te.tea, a country based 

upon .freed:om, freedom f'oz, men of all raoes and r•eligions • 

WhY did Rosenwald so fully devote h1n1self to the ca.use 

o:f the American Negr•o? His reason.a were plain and simple. 

He preferred ·to have his children and grandchildren. live 

where there was no ignorant$ uncou·th and vicious under-

privileged c1ass. He felt that if we were to keep the 

Negro down, we would have to stay down with him. He felt 

that much injustice we.a being practi.ced against the Negro. 

Rosenwald recognized the need to educate the Negro and give 

him a chance to earn a good living. He had a strong con

viction that the Negro would ultimately attain a high place 

in the scale of civilization. He firmly believed that the 

Negro deserved a fair chance to get, as he called it, 11 a 

better enviroxwent," and he was determined to do all that 

he could, during his lifetime and beyond, to see that he 

got it.,60 

Whether it is because I belong to' a 
people who have know:noentu:r:tes of 
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persecution or whether it is be• 
cause I naturally am inclinedto 
sympathize with the oppressed~ I 
have alviTays felt keenly tor the 
colored re.ae. My sympathies, how• 
ever, remained more or less dormant 
until the book, An American Citizen•• 
the life of Will!am He11ry l3a1ow!n."Jr. 
came to mY. notice. I had of course 
read Dr. ?Booker T.7 Washingtonts 
UE from S~averi anct later writings, 
'6'Ut lnterest!ng as they were thsy 
did not for some reason or other make 
·the impression upon me that did this 
book. Particularly was I imp:r.•essed 

with Mr. Baldwin's contention that if. 
the question of deportation-~is dis• 
missed, it leaves the single issue that 
in some way the two races must oeoupy 
one country• 

Thay have to len1•n probably the high.., 
est and hardest of all arts, the art 
of living together with d&O$nCy and 
forbearance. Nothing will so test the 
uncertainties of our religion, our 
mo1 .. al oblige. ti on, o:r· even our com.men 
self respect as will ·the exigencies of 
this, which is mnong the greatest of 
all our p:r•oblems~6l 

Soon e..fte:r Rosenwald read An Amerio an Citizen, hE> mat 

Booker T. Washington. Washington uked him to become one 

of the Tuskegee Institute trustees. In that way Rosenwald 

became interested in the education of the Negro~62 

On October 27 1 19111 a party of Chicago people, travel ... 

ing as the guests of Julius Rosenwald and Mra. Rosenwald, 

arrived at Tuskegee for their first visit. The purpose of 

their vistit was to inspect the work of the Tuskegee Normal 

and Industrial Institute. Traveling with the Rosenwalds 

were Mr. and Mrs~ Morris Rosenwald, Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch, Dr. 
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Graham Taylor,, prof'essox• of' civics at the University of 

Chicago, Mr. E. G. Cooley$ former superintendent of Chicago 

c 1 ty schools,, and L. W ,.Messer•,, genere.l secretary of 1:;he 

Young Men's Christian Association of' Chicago. 

On their way to Tuskegee the party visited Vanderbilt 

UniveI•s:i.ty., the Belmont College for Girls, an.d two Negro 

schools$ Fisk University and Meharry MedicalCollege.63 

While at Tuskegee., Ro1.:-1enwaldai who had become inte:r·ested 

in providing YMCA buildings fo:r• Negroes in sixteen ci ti.ea 

throughout the Un:i.ted States, addressed the student body 

with these words: 

I am very glad to say a word to you 
ai'ter the lnspire.tion I have had and 
my fr1ends have had yesterday in 
Nashville and today in Tuakegeth If 
anyone again claims that colored men 
and colored women will not and ce.nn.ot 
be as good citizens as there are in 
America, I shall ask him to come down 
to Tuskegee and visit the places we 
have visited and I am sure that no 
other evidence will be required to 
prove to him altogether the proof was 
not necessary so tar as I am concerned 
but to prove to any doubter that colored 
men and colored woman·are just as 
capable of good eitiz@nship, of learn
ing, as any of the white people who have 
just come into my experience. 

I am just going to say a wor.d along the 
lines of ,the song you have just sung 
a.bout "back-biting will soon be over." 
That is optimi.sm and· I believe that 
the colored people of this country have 
every right to be optimistic. I have 
always felt that there was a future,fo~ 
them, but never felt so assur•ed of the.t 
future, or that it was so near at hand 
as has been proven in my experience 
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.. with the new movement for building 
Young Men•s Christian Association 
bu,iigi:ngs 1 tor: c©lored men. in the 
large cities of our country. 

When we stop to think that wherever 
these movements have been started 
and they have been started in a 
number of cities in the North and 
in the South--tb.e white man has 
joined the colo::r.•ed man in the move• 
ment and has expressed himself as 
willing to give him a helping hand. 
Would you ever dream that in Atlanta, 
a Southern city, that such a move-
ment would meet with the help and 
encouragement from the white men that 
it :r•ec®ived? There, in only a few 
days1 a sum.of $1001 000• or the necess• 
ary ~75 1 000 1 was raised, as was done 
tn Philadelphia, in Los Angeles and 
in washlngton, although a large portion 
of it had been raised in washingtor.1. 
prior to that time, but in all of these 
cities ·the white man has shown his 
willingness, not only to furnish money 
fo:r~ this purpose, but the Young Men• s 
Christian Association people them• 
selves of the white organ1.za.tion in 
these c:tties have shown a willingness 
to undertake in the helping and for~ 
ma:hion this work until sufficient 
trained men are found among the colored 
men to take it off their hands. This 
is only one instance of what looks like 
a bright future not alone for the colored 
man, but for the promise of the colored 
man and white man being able to live to-

. getlier in America. 

What I have seen here today has inspired 
me beyond words. I only regret that some 
of the gentlemen whom I wanted to bring 
with me :were not able to see what I have 
seen in this glo1'ious work. ·your principal, 
Mr. Washington_, to my notion, has done the 
greatest work of any man in America.. How 
he ean be as modest as he is with what he 
has accomplished is something unheard of, 
so far as my experience goes. If only 
mo:i:'e people knew"-
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I have asked Mr. Cooley, one of 
our party who has made a study of 
school life in America and Europe 1 
to write his opin:l.on and his views 
and to give expression to the en• 
thusiasm he has expressed here to• 
day on this great work. So that 
the people of the country will 
learn from a man in whom they have 
confidence, what this work really 

:ts. Nobody knows wha:b ·there is: here 
and what wonderful things are being 
accomplished. I know you will be 
glad to hear Mr.- Cooley and have 
him tell you himself what his im• 
pressions are.11 and I only want to 

say u thank you"' one and all,, for the 
hearty welcome accorded me and the 
ladies and gentlemen who have had 
the pleasure of being here with me.63 

In speaking of the industrial features of' Tuskegee In-

stitute,, Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch, another distinguished member 

of ·the visiting party, said: 

There was one groat di.fference be• 
tween the gods of the old Greek 
world and the Hebrew idea of God. 
The Greek gods were idlers; they 
sat on Olympus,, sipped nectar, 
drank ambrosia, indulged themselves 
in all kinds of human passion, and 
to an extent that the Greeks in 
later times were a.shamed of' their 
gods. The Hebrew idea of' God was 
tha.t the Hebrew God was a worker. 
In Genesis the story is told of how 
God labored six days and rested the 
seventh," and God made ma:r1 ln His own 
image," God Himself worked, and He 
considered th.at man should work.· Have 
you ever thought that Jesus was a car• 
penter? He did not have a classical 
educat:ton but worked with His hands. 
The sanctity of labor is the gift that 
yoµr noble institution has made to you 
and your race. I has made you the 
apos·bolic message of religion to labor.65 
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The Christian world viewed the visit to Tuskegee as 

a sign of the times .. in that Christians and Jews were be

ginning to worship and serve together more frequently. 

The striking visit to Tuskegee brought toget'her Julius Rosen

wald, a Jew; Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch; Graham Taylor, a Christian 

m:lniste:r•; and L" W • Messer 1 secretary of the YMCA of' Chicago. 

Students of Tuskegee heard· these men speak from the same 

pulpit, preaching a harmonious message that the only true 

life was one devoted to the service of mankind. 06 

Upon Rosenwald's return to Chicago .from Tuskegee, he 

expressed his great delight in what he had seen: 

I have heard for uears that they 
were doing wonderful work, and I 
wanted to see for myself. I was 
aston:I.sh~d at the progressiveness 
in the schools. I dontt believe 
the:r•e is a white industrial school 
in America or anywhere that compares 
with Mr. Washingtonts at Tuskegee.67 

Between 1912 and 1917,, Rosenwald inaugu1~ated what he 

called a "five year plan." The idea of it was that there 

would be a group of ten who would. pledge $5,000 a year for 

five yeara--making a total of $25,000 from each, and a 

total from all of $2501 000 in five years. Thia was to insure 

a fixed income each year for current expenses. Tuskegee 

benetitted thus by $501 000 a year, between 1912 and 1917. 

Rosenwald•s poliey was to pledge a certain sum annually 

for five years, provided a certain number of like pledges 

were obtained. His pledge was to be paid when evidence was 



' ' 

submitted that the total sum had been pledged and all annual 

payments made, year by year, by the pledger.68 In toto, 

Rosenwald matched the $250 1 000 pledged by others to the 

- Hampton-Tuskegee Fund for Negro Educationo69 

In one of his many talks with Rosenwald, Booker T. 

washingtonJ pictured to Rosenwald the miserable oondi·tion 

of the,Negro secondary schools in the South and asked him 

to finance an experiment in extension WOJ:'k that would cost 

$25,000. Rosenwald did :J.t. The experimen·t 'was a success,. 

There was $2,000 left over. Washington asked him if he 

would let him use it to help build a number of experimental 

schoolhouses. His idea was to interest both the white 

-, people and the colored people in the building of modest 

but subt?·l.amtial and comfortable schools in given rural 
·..... communities, with Rosenwald donating one-fourth of the cost, 

after one•f ourth of the oost had been raised by the Negroes 

themselves and the balance by the white people. The plan 

worked so well the:t before the .first of these schools was 

built there were applications for funds for more.70 

On June 301 19281 there were 41 138 Rosenwald schools 

standing in the fourteen states of the South, a number or 
them with separate buildings for shops and teaehers•homes. 

Eleven thousand teachers in these modern schools gave ale• 

mentary instruction in the :three R's, in home .... making, and 

in simple far.ming and mechanical industries to more than 

hsi.lf a million colo1"ed children. These schools were a 
! 
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pa.rt ·of the great American system of public education for 

all the people and were an incentive to the progress and 

development of schools in the South. The Rosenwald schools 
I 

represented investments of twenty mill1.on dollars, of which 

Rosenwald gave three and one half million while the Negro 

gave four million.71 

A· striking result of the Rosenwald rural school con• 

struction was th~ effect it had on the white people. The 

schools constructed for the Negroes were in many cases 

superior to those of the whites. In some inst;ances, be• 

fore there could be erected a comfortable building :for the 

Negroes,,. one equally as good or better had ·to be erected f'or 

the whites,, inasmuch as race prejudice was so intense that 

the Negro building might otherwise be burned down. In the 

counnuni ties. where there was less :feeling of this so1•t, and 

the Negro building was :first constructed, there was set 

going almost immediately an effort to establish a modern 

schoolhouse for the whites. Moreover, in some instances 

the Negro building was taken as a model for the building 

of the whites. 

Of course, the whites had no particular desire to be 

following in the footsteps of the movement in behal;C of the 

Negroes, but the Rosenwald buildings were carefully worked 

out by architectural assistance and in accordance with re• 

quirements of school hygiene. As most of the State depart

ments had no special law providing for school construction 
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they had not worked out such plans. Lacking funds to employ 

agents and architects for the supervision and construction 

of such work, they found the best solution of their problem. 

was in following the plans a.lready set up and brought in·to 

the states 'tiy the Rosenwald agents., In this way Rosenwald 

helped general school construction in the South.72 

'Aside from improving school facilities for 100 1 000 

Negro children in North Carolina, there were two or three 

other outstanding resul·taJ# Crimes among Negroea were greatly 

reduced~ and there· was a building up of be·tter inter-racial 

understanding; Whlte people and colored people learned the 

art and the value of working together for making better, 

more progressive local communities, and for the develop

ment of the state as a whole. There was vastly more re• 

spect for and confidence ·in each race by the other. 

The white and colored people in the South loved Rosen• 

wald for helping in a grea:t cause in so sound a.nd practiieal 

a way. They loved,and honored him as a great American and 

as a genuine friend at a time when the aid he gave was most 

need.ed.73 

Rosenwald also expressed his interest in Yl\IIOA buildings 

for Negroes in cities by contributing $25,000 to each of 

twenty Y's in eighteen cities in this country.74 

At one time Mr. Rosenwald was approached by a Mr. w. 
s. Powers, of Wilson Brothers, a Chicago Wholesale House, 

··to contribute $1,000 to the colored YMCA in Evanston, Illinois. 
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Rosenwald told Powers that he felt there waa enough wealth 

in Evanston to take care of the Y. Then he asked Powers 

why he was so interested in the colored Y. Powerts reply 

was: 

Bless you Mr. Rosenwald, I was 
~r&isad in old Virginia, and an 

ol• culud mammy brought me up. 
By the by, she only died about 

six months ago, and I shall put 
a tombs·tone above her grave and 
:lnsc.:d.be thi$: "She was .faith
ful to the end.11 

The story touched Rosenwald so that he gave the con

tributionw After Powers had pocketed the check, Rosenwald 

se.id: 

Were you really in earnest when 
you talked about putting that 
tombstone on your mammy's gra.vef 

Indeed I was~ 

w·ell here is the S.e9.l.""S,. Roebuck 
and Compa11y cate1logue of' tomb• 
s·!:iones. Please make your se
lec1;ion and give me your order. 

He sold Powers a tombstone in Chicago for delivery and 

erection in the state o.f Virginia.75 · 

Rosenwald was an ardent fighter for equal righi:;s for 

Negroes in employment. He carried on a campaign at Sears~ 

Roebuck looking for better positions for capable Negroes 

in the company•s employ. He found it very difficult. He was 

asked to pledge his support in 1913 to The Associat,ion for 

Equalizing Industrial Qppoz•tunities. Since he found it 

difficult to accomplish the result of equal oppo1~tunities 
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fol' Negroes in his own company~ he felt that he would be in 

an i.llogica.l poai ti cm, if he were to pledge himself to such 

an aaaoc1ation. 76 He favored a mlli tant edi tori.al which appear

ed in the Philadel~Pl! Ledge£ asking for equal industrial 

opportunity for the Negro. In fact he wrote the editor, 

Geo1•ge W. Ochs, asking: 

Is there any way in which I could 
be helpful in having this editorial 
copi.ed in other papers? I would, 
if' necessary1' be gla.d to pay for 
·the requ:tred distribution o.t~ this 
copy :'Lf I knew of a way to have it 
published., 
To my mind there is nothing more 
important than this vel"Y question 
of giving the Negro an oppol'tun:tty 
to work. If we expect them to be 
honest e.nd decents, they must; be giv
e·n , an opportunity to earn a living. 77 

Awax•e of' the :fa.et that he would not be able to realize 

the urgent needs oi' the Association fo:r• Equalizing Industrial 

Opportunities with immediacy, and admitting so, Rosenwald 

cam~ under great critio:t.sm by the Cleveland Gazette, a 

Negro newspaper. The e:x•ticle, written af·taer Rosenwald 

had dedicated a Negro YMCA i.n Chica.go, was entitled 

"Jim C:rowet s YMCA Dedicated.," 1rhe sub-heading read 

"Magnificent Monument to Race Prejudice, Intolerance, In• 

humanity, and White American Christian Hypocrisy Opened at 

Chicago.. Wealthy Jew Gives Money to Aid Este.blisl1ment of 

the Color Line .n 
-

Tlte article stated that the remarks made at the ded.1-

,,ce.tion would be ludicrous were it not for the se1,iousnesa 
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of the matter. It went on to quote Rosenwald: 

We are here to ded:lcate this 
building and we should dedicate 
ourselves to the great task be• 
fore us of removing race hatred. 

The e.rticle x,idiculed the idea that through segregation, 

race hatred could be removed. It said that race hatred 

could be removed only by :f'ree m:S.ngling in religion as well 

as business. It asked if Rosenwald would give money to a 

"Yiddish YMCA.,11 It went on ·bo ask if he wa.s using the 

race problen1 in the united states to make himself' popular 

with prejudiced white "Christians" in order to reap a re• 

ward in.·dollars.-

The article continued on by attacking Rosenwald for 

not giving "wo:r·k to our girls in his grea:b mail order house.
11 

It cited a specific instance with the name of the girl who 

answered an e.dve1•tisment of Sears for· general office work 

and was refused. It cited an instance when Rosenwald 

attempted to give "a Colored man a menial place in one of 

his office buildings" and.backed down on complaint of 

tenants. The article went on by saying that as head of the 

largest mail order house in the world, with a private fo1•• 

tune estimated at from $25,ooo.,ooo to $50,000,000: 

Mr. Rosenwald has the power to 
make places for numbers of our 
men and women in his business, 
and he is not in anyway hampered 
by the objections of labor unions, 
.for his employees are not or•gan• 
ized. He could do more to really 
assist the race by gi.ving us good 
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.. places, in one year than his 
•Jim Crow Christian• associations 
w1.ll accomplish in a thousand 
years, because every moment of its 
existence it is teaching the lesson 
of race-segregation. What we need 
is a chance to make an honest liv
ing,, not patronizing • j:tmcrowism. t 
The YMCA, as it exists tode.y, is 
a prejudice breeder of gigantic 
di111ensions. It is the tool of the 
PREJUDICED WHITE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 
SYSTEM which has for its object the 
degradation of our people. It means 
to de~poil ·the race of.' ever.•y right, 
and will not be satisfied until a 
race of 0 ~ood n--I·s" .has been pro"' 
du.cedo••• 8 

'I'hus, we see that others took the philanthropic work 

oi' Julius Rosenwald in other ways. Yet it is interesting 

to note th.at a leadeI• of' the Negro movement at this time 

such as Booker T. Washington was very much pleased by the 

work Rosenwald was·. doi~&;o 

Julius Rosenwald~ always concerned with the civil 

rights of the Negro, became active, through contributions, 

in the work of the National Association for the Advancement 

or Color•ed People. He was most interested in the cases of 

twelve Negroes sentenced to death fo:r• participation in the 

Arkansas race riots in 1920. All were convicted by· Philli,ps 

County juries from which Negroes were e.xcluded and in a 

state of feeling,which, owing to the riots., made fair trials 

impossible. Five of the twelve were convicted in eight 

minutes 0 

The NAACP charged that the Phillips County Court 
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machinery was being perverted to railroad Negroes to death 

or prison and that the trials were part of an attempt to 

terrorize black farm tenants and prevent their seeking re

dress in the courts for exploitation and cheating by the 

white plantation owners. 

Thus, a fund was raised to guax•antee that the twelve 

N'egroes would not go to death undefended and without the 

justice' of' an appeal allowed by law. 79 

Aa a result of this occurence, Rosenwald made a pledge 

of $500 to be added to each $4500 collected 1 up to a total 

of $25
1
000. In other words, he gave a total of $2500 for 

th:i.s ca.use.so 

Rosenwald contr:i.buted to other appeals in cases of 

Negro convictions such as the case of Isaac Bond who was 

defended by a larence Darrow in a murder, rape trial. F'or 

this appeal Rosenwald contributed $250., In the ca.ae of 

.Joseph Campbell,. a Negro convicted of' manslaughter, Rosen-

wald .contributed $600 in order to take the case to the 

Supreme Court., In the case of John Cloures, who was con• 

victed of the murder of' a fellow prisoner at Joliet prison 

and sentenced to ha.ng 1 Rosenwald had his sentence commuted 

in. orde:r• that he might take his case to the Supreme Court. 

But the commutation was of no avail for Cloures was hangea 0 8l 

On October 30, 19171 a fund was inco:rpo:r•a.ted for 

11 the well being of mankind,," named the Julius Rosenwald Fu.nd. 

Lik',' a numbe1• of other foundations in their early years, the 

l· 
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Fund, from 1917 to 1928., :remained largely under the per

sonal control of its founder. The Fund was established 

for the purpose of enriching Negro education and equalizing 

opportunities f'or the Negro in ma tte1•s of health. 

The Irund • s progTan1 was originally concerned only with 

bu:i.lding rural schoolhouses. Later it was enlarged to in

clude aid to high schools and colleges, fellowships to 

enable· Negroes of' unusual promise to advance their caz•eers, 

help to Negro hospitals and ~ealth agencies, the develop

ment of county library service in the southern states and 

a.etivi ties J.ooking toward the distribution of medica.l 

services to persons of moderate means. With the passing 

years$ activities were reviewed, as fresh opportunities or 

lacks were recognized, and as assets increased or dimin• 

ished, certain programs were concluded and new projects were 

added and developed. 

During the 20•s the swift upswing in the stock market 

made possible a greatly increased scope, larger a.pprop:r•ia·tions 

and expanding programs within the Fund. In. the eighteen

month period from April~ 1928, to Septembex', 1929,, the paper 

value of the Fundts holdlngs increased from twenty million 

to more than thirty-five million dollars. 

The Fund had been reorganized as of January 1, 1928• 

Control and policy making were vested in a newly cr-eated 

board of ten trustees. 

At the first meeting of the new Board of Trustees, 



Rosenwa1d announced a.n add:i.tional gift to the 1',und of 

twenty thousand shares of Sears, Roebuck and Company stock. 

This brought the total of his contribut:tons to the founda• 

tion to somewhat more than two hundred thousand shares of' 

this stock with a market value at ·that time of e.pp:i:•oximately 

twenty million dollars. 

- As we already have learned, in turning ove:r• this 

gift to the reorganized Fundsi Rosenwald estt=tblished a 

philanthropic precedent. Believing that perpetual endow• 

ments could easily become a hindrance to progress, he 

stipuls:ted that all of the foundation's money must be spent 

within twenty-five yea.rs after his death. 

It was during the pei-•iod aftel" the reorganization that 

the Fund began to add to its other interests contributions 

i.n the broad fields of educational m~}thods and general 

social studies 3 Approp:ria tions were me.de to such causes and 

agencies as the experiment in educatlon at Swarthmore College, 

the Social Science Research 0 ouncil, ·the American Council 

on Education, the New School for Social Research in New York, 

the development of the mental sciences,, studies in child 

growth and development, state campaigns for reduction of 

illiteracy, the improvement of public administration, and 

to a number of other projects. 

Then came the crash. The value of the Fund• s stock 

dropped from a high o:f.' nearly two hundred dollars per share 

to less than ten dolla:t•s. Yet large commitments made when 
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the market was a.t its peak had to be :met,. To care for 

these obligations without sudden liquidation of the Fund•s 

:resources, careful fj.nancial arrangements were made. At 

the same time, the trustees adopted the policy of sharply 

limiting the p1"ograms and concentrating more heavily on 

wielding influence through studies,, publications and con 

sultation rather than through grants to outside agencies. 

The large programs in general education and social studies 

were dropped. Even so, the Fund during this period had to 

expend a considerable portion of its capital. Yet it 

managed not only to meet all its pledges and clear its 

debts, but to continue active programs th1~ough the de

pression. And, when the country began to find its way out 

of the slump, the scope of the work was again enlarged!S) 

While financial resources naturally i:nf'luenced the 

extent of aotivi ties 1 the determining factors 1.n closing 

programs or entering new fields were the changing needs of the 

times. And.11 as the Fund entered one field and the problems 

and opportunities became clear, it was driven forward step by 

step into further ventures. At first.11 it simply undertook 

to get schoolhouses built for a neglected group of the 

population. When it became evident; that there was no special 

Virtue in thousands of schoolhouses if the education provided 

in them was poor, at'l:;ention was given to improving the 

~Uality of teachers, and interest moved on to Negro high 

sc~ools, normal schools and collegese Both pupils and 
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teachers lacked bool-cs. So supplementary reading and ex• 

tension libraries were brought into the programs~ The 

realization the.'t; the progress of any group depends largely 

on creative leadership led to the providing of fellow• 

ships to give able Negroes--and later, white Southerners•• 

,opportunities to develop their talents. Acquaintance with 

the faults in the distribution of medical care brought 

about work in medical services and Negro health. And as 

it became evident; that it was no longer enough to provide 

special opportuni·ties :f'or this neglected group_, that the 

important thing was to incorporate all citizens in the 

general. stream of American life, the Fund shifted i:ts 

emphasis to an aotive program of race relations. 

The trustees having followed the policy of expending 

principal as well as :tncome, ended ·t;he Fund's work on June 

30
1 

1948, with a total expenditure of $22 1 2441 174 with the 

majority of this expenditure having provided for the needs 

of the Negro. 

Roaenwald•s philosophy concerning the Negro can be 

summed up simply. He felt that through the process of edu

cation the Negro could elevate himself to the highest human

ity has to offer. As a result of this his greatest wish for 

mankind would ultimately come true in that all men would 

have equal opportunity and whether black or white all men 

would be friends. 

Generally speaking, the Negroes were veI"Y thankful .for 
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this great mant s gene:rosi ty. No·thing could express their 

thankfulness better than a song composed by members of 

the student body of Tuskegee as a token of their appreciation 

for Rosenwald's helpfulness: 

What k:tnd of shoes you going to wear'? 
R~O-S~E-N•W•A•L•D slippers. 
Wherl:i k:l.nd of shoes you going to wear? 
R-o-s-E·N·W-A·L-D slippers. 
R•O~S·E-N·W-A-L•D slippers, I'm bound to wear; 
Best we ever had. 
Yea, yes, yes my Lord, rwm gbi~gto join that 
happy band. 
Yes, yes, yes, my Lord, I•m going to join 
the ba.ndt 
What k:tnd of clothes you going to wear? 
R-o-s-E-N·W-A-L•D goods; 
What kind of clothes you going to wear? 
R-o-s-E-N·W-A·L·D- goods; 
R-o-s-E-N•W-A-L•D goods •• @083 
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CHAPTER SIX 

ROSENWALD~ THE JEW AND THE JEWS 

Throughout his lifetime, Julius Rosenwald maintained 

certain essential principles concerning his Jewishness and 

the problem of the East European Jew. A Reform. Jew in his 

own right, he was greatly influenced by Dr .. Em:ll G. Hirsch 

of Chicago. 

As a child, he was a bar mitzvah at the age of thir-

teen.. A year le.tel"' his congregation in Springfield, Illin

ois, dedicated a new Reform temple in w.hich he was confirmed. 

He and his pa.rents attended F'riday evening services 

regularly and kept ·the more important holidays. Most of 

the Jews of Springfield were members· of that congregation, 

and he always believed that the respect which the Jews of 

Springfield received .from their Christian brethren was 

largely the result o.f their congregational life and the 

fact that the rabbi represented the Jews when occasion arose. 

When Rosenwald went. to Chicago, he affilitated him-

self with Dr. Emil G. Hirsch's congregation_and attended ser• 

vices regularly, every Sunday, during the time of Dr. 

Hirsch~ s rabbixiate • Never once during all that time did 

Rosenwald leave the Temple without feeling that he carried 

away some helpful and inspiring lesson which could not have 

come to him unless he had placed himself under such influence. 

He felt indebted throughout his life· to Dr. Hirsch for the 
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inspiration received through his teachings. For he felt 

he was truly enriched spiritually and morally.84 

As a result of this spiritual enrichment, Rosenwald 

embarked upon many worthwhile Jewish philanthropic ven• 

turea.,· He concentrated a great deal of his interest upon 

the plight of the East Eur•opean Jew and the problem of 

Jewish oolonizat:l.on. Whenever the topic of discussion 

turned to the subject of Colonization of the Jews in the 

Crimea or in Palestine, Rosenwald would liven up and be

come almost ecstatic. For these questions were of the 

greatest importance to him. He was not an anti-Zionist, 

but rather what one would tern a non-Zionist. He was a 

vehement opponent of Jewish colonization in Palestine 

and almost what we might call today, an avid anti-Zionist. 

Rosenwald•s theory concerning the Eastern European 

Jewish question was that, insofar as it was an economic 

problem, it must be solved in the country of their residence; 

inasmuch as he felt 1 t was neither f'easj.ble nor economical 

to transfer the Jaws from one country to another for coloni• 

zation• 
He was for Jewish colonizati.on in Russia because it 

was both practicable and econom;tcally sound. The fact that 

he suppor·ted colonization in Russia did not necessarily 

imply that he believed in the permanence of the Red Regime, 

or that he considered colonization· the solution of the 

Jewish question in Russiao 
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.. He felt that colonization of the Jews in Russia would 

lessen substantially the struggle for existence of the citJ· 

populations, inasmuch as the colonies would absorb yearly 

a considerable number of those populations. In other words, 

he believed that it was more feasible and economical to 

colonize the Jewish urban population in Russian villages 

ra:ther than in Palestinian villages., For, whereas the 

Russian governmemt aided the settlers by giving them land 

and money, the Palestinian govermnent contribu·ted nothing. 

It cost only one thousand dollars to equip a family for 

farming in Russia, while it cost $15.,000 to accomplish 

the same thing in Palestine; beside the important fact 

that the Jews would feel at home in Russia, in Rosenwaldts 

opinion, while in Palestine they would be as strangers. 

RoEenwald was not interested in colonization of the 

Jews in Biro Bidjan1 but rather Jewish colonization in 

European Russia alone. He would not support; tiheBiro Bidjan 

coloniz.ation because he did not thinli:: it .feasible. He 

felt it was wrong to get away from the central part of the 

count:ry 11 as Biro Bidjan was in Siberia. Yet he did feel 

that ·the Biro Bidjan project was far more :feasible than 

Palestine, i'or at least the people would still remain in 

their native country. 

Rosenwald was convinced that in the Hussian villages., 

surrounded by Russian peasants, there would grow up just as 

good a gene:NAtion of.' Jews as in Palestine amidst an Arab 
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pe asant1•y • 

Is the new generation around 
Rochovoth a gene:N\tior1 of good 
Jews? Well there they have the 
Arabs as neighbors. The Russian 
peasants will not inte1•1'ere with 
the bringing up of a Jewl sh gen• 
eretion anymore than the Arabs do. 
As a matter of fact Jews can re• 
main Jews wherever they choose 
to do so .. 

Rosenwald felt that European Russia would be the best 

choice.. He did not consider the Soviet Regirne as eufficiently 

stable to remove any apprehension as to the future of th.a 

Jewish settlers on the farms, but he was willing to spacu• 

late. He felt his speculation to be a fairly sound speeuw 

lation. He believed that the colonization would prove to 

be a lasting contribution to the welfa:r•e of the Russian 

Jews. He felt it would relieve them in their state of 

pri va. tic:n.'i~ 

Rosenwald went so far as to state that if the Agro

Joint, the American Organ:t.za:tion in charge of the resettle

ment project had no·t unde1 ... ta.ken the task of colonization 

in Russia, he would have done it himself. 

Rosenwald considered Palestine to be a dese:r:•t like 

the desert of Arlzona. He felt that i.n Palestine.,the 

Jews could accomplish noth:J.ng. 

I shall not lift a finger to ad
vance the emigration of Jews to 
Palestine for Palestine has noth
ing to, offer them. The soil is too 
poor to suppo1•t them. No:i:~ is 
Palestine a f:Le.ld for either ma.nu• 
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tacture o:r.• industry. The Jews 
never went to Palestine of their 
own choice. They were simply 
lured to go there by all sor•ts of 
promises; and they went; and when 
the bait will be withd1 .. awn, they 
will carte.inly refuse to settle 
there,. 

Rosenwald felt that the emigration of more Jews to 

Palestine would lead t'o great disaste1~. Although he wan:ted 

to be more emphatic and outspoken in his warning, he had 

too much regard for the honest idealists who sincerely be• 

lieved in the cause of colonization in Palestine. 

He held the view that the Zionism of his day differed 

radically from the Zionism conceived by Theodo1•e Herzl. He 

believed that Herzl's ideal waa merely a Jewish territory, 

whether it be Palestine or any other place; whereas the 

Zionists of Rosenwald' s day were fanatically pro-·Palestine~ 
Thus, we find that Julius Rosenwald was .an ardent non•Zionist 

opposted to the establishment of colonies in Palestine and 

favoring the furtherance of Russian colcmization.85 

On September 14, 19251 in Ph:i.ladelphia 1 American Jewry 

pledged itself to raise the sum of $15 1 000 1 000 within. three 

years in order to bring reconstructive aid ma.inly to Russi.an 

Jewry. 
The decision was reached after a bitter struggle and 

dramatic developments at the Philadelphia conference called 

by the Joint Distribution Committee in which over 750 dele

ge. tes from over 100 oi ties in the United ste;tes participe.ted. 
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The two opposing groups consisted of noted American 

Jewish leaders. One was composed of such leaders as Felix 

M. Warburg, chairman of the Joint Distribution Committee; 

Louis Marshall, president of the American Jewish Relief 

Committee; Col. He1•bert H$ Lehman; James N. Rosenbe:t•g; 

Julius Rosenwald; and Dr. Joseph A. Rosen, head of the 

Agrojoint in Russia. The other group consisted of such 

leaders as Dr. Stephen s .. Wise, president of the American 

Jewish Congress; Jacob de Haas, for•mer secretary of the 

Zionist Organization of America; Joseph Barondess, vice

president of the· American Jewish Congress; Maurice Samuel, 

writer;; J'acob Fishman, editor of the .~ewi sh Mox•ning J"ot:i.r:e,a,l; 

and Carl Sherman.11 form.er Attorney General o!' New York. The 

issue being contested which ended in a bitter fight was 

the question of :whether American Je'W°Py should commit itself 

to a policy of developing Jewish colonization work on a 

larger scale in Soviet Russia or should merely continue 

reconstructive :r•elief to Russia and recognize the importance 

and priority of Jewish reset·tle:rnent in Palestine.,86 

Among those who were taking part in this conf erenee 

was Dr. Joseph A. Rosen, a Hussian-American agronomist, 

who was a chief participant in the vast resettlement scheme 

for Russian Jewry. 

In a repo:i:•t before the leaders of American Jewry. Dr• 

Rosen decle.r•ed that the Jewish population of' Soviet Russia 

under the present regime was faced with a triangle of alter-
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natives, starvation, emigration or adaptation. He declared 

that more Jews died in Russia du.ring the last few years 

prior to his repor•t than in the World War,, the Civil war 

and the Revolution combinedo He felt that to speak of 

emigration of the Jewish masses with the closed door 

policies of nearly all countries was nothing but a mockex•y 

and that of the approximately 3 1 000 1 000 Jews living in 

Russia, 5 percent were engaged in agricultural pursuits, 10 

percent were professional, including government o:f'ficie.ls, 

15 percent were laborers and handic:r•aft workers and 70 per

cent were former traders and "luft menschen." Rosen urged 

that the only possible way out of the situation for Russian 

Jewry was adaptation. For him adaptation meant colon1.zat1on. 

Enumerating the difficulties of the Jewish a:rtisa.ns and the 

slight possibility of the Jews to engage in industrial work 

under the conditions that existed in Russia, Rosen unfolded 

the advantages of colonization: 

l. The fundamental 3dvantage is ·chat 
under Russian conditions, in coloni• 
zation

1
· we are not confronted from 

the very start with market conditions. 
we approach the problem principally 
as a matter of family or group pro• 
duotion for their own consumpt:l.on. 
This is not possible in any other 
occupation. Markets and marketing 
conditions play here only a secondary 
part. 

2. The settlers do not depend on anybody 
bu't; themselves to supply them with 
wo:r•k., 

3., Instead of 11 deelass.ed pat>iahs" who are 
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only tolerateds the settlers at 
once become full fledged citizens of 
the country$ enjoying equal rights 
with the privileged class of working
men and peasants, for themselves and 
their children. 

4,. The Govex•nni<~nt is in f'ull accord with 
the proposition, and as a matter of' 
fact,, .furnishes., by far, the g:t"'e1~1.te~i·h 
part 01' the necessary investment,, by 
supplying: (a) Free land; (b) Greatly 
reduced rates of transportation, over 
the Government railroad; (c) Free tracts 
of timber land for cutting tumbe1~; and 
(d) Some cash credits. 

5., Under thes.e circumstances,, colonization 
becomes the most exped:t.ent and cheapest 
form of reconstructive work for a philan
thropic' organiza:bion such as ours. 

6. From the point of view of ge'tti:ng our 
funds and help directly to the people 
who are to be benefitted by us, no other 
line of reconstruction work could compare 
with colonization. 

Rosen felt that Jewish mass colonization was not only 

feasible but a proven fact in Russia because of five things. 

The objective political and economic conditions in Russia 

not only favo:t,ed coloniza.'tion1 but made it a necessity. '11he 

second factor was that settlers did not have to be trans• 

po1•ted for thousands of mlles. Thirdly,, settlers did not 

have to adjust themselves t:o new conditions of climate, 

social enviromnent, and foreign language, as was the case 

with Argentinian and Brazilian colonization of the time 0 

The fourth reason was that the necessary investment was 

lower than any other count:r>y. Lastly 1 the government was 

actively intereated and was greatly f:avoring the movement 

. i 
. i ! 

' ; < ' ., 
i' i j 

I' I I 

. ,. 

I 
I 



. -.'. 

" 

<i' 

in a p:t"'ac·bical way, rendering substantial material assistance 

to the settlers and granting them many priv:i.leges. 

Rosen would not comm.it himself so far as to say that the 

colonization would solve the Jewish problem in Russia,, but 

rather he :f'el'ti that there would be some considerable alleviation 

of the difficulty: 

It would be a ridiculous contention 
to claim that any single measure 
could untie the complex agglomeration 
of economic, social,, politlcal and 
culture.1 knots that go ·to make up the 
so-called Jewish problem. And Russia 
is not the only country where this 
problem affords insurmountable diffi
culties. But mass colonization even 
to the extent of settling additional 
25.,000 to 301 000 families, which is a 
perfectly :f'eas.ible proposition would 
go a ... long :way toward-·'so:tving',.no~ only 
the economic,but some of the political, 
social and cultural aspects of the 
Jewish problem in Russia. It is, of 
course., difficult to determine exactly 
what constitutes the disturbing sur• 
plus of the Jewish population, but it 
is perfectly reasonable to assume that 
by the removal of even 10-15fo of the 
disturbed population, the general con
ditions would be per•ceptibly improved. 
Taking the disturbed population as about 
one•th:trd of the ·total, which is a .fair 
estimate, this would mean the settlement 
of' 201 000 ·to 301 000 frunilies,, or about 
1001 000 to 1601 000 souls, a thing that 
under present conditions can certainly 
be accomplished within three years pro• 
vided an amount of $6 1 000 1000 to $9 1 000,000 
are made available for this work. With 
additional funds the program could be 
extended, as the Government is prepared 
to set aside sufficient land for the 
settlement of 100 1 000 Jewish families.87 

Rosenwald was so moved by Rosen•s report that he rose 
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to pledge $1,000 1 000 toward a $15 1 000 1 000 Reconstructive 

Fund, and spoke these words: 

Dr. Rosen, the first privilege 
I want is that o1' shaking hands 
with you. 
Ladies and Gentlemen: Some of 
you may think my rising on this 
oocasion may have been staged or 
pre-arranged by the Committee. 
I want to assure you that up to 
the time I entered this room I 
had not the slightest idea I 
would ask to speak except incid
entally, sometime during the day 
and then for only a moment. But 
I have been so impressed by what 

_ this :.wonderful manJI Dr. Rosen, 
has told us that I am not willing 
to sit quietly by and permit this 
moment to pass. 

This is a subject ·that has inter• 
ested me for many years. I have 
contended, •whether rightly or 
wrongly- that the only way to help 
your co-religionists in those be• 
nighted lands overseas is to help 
them where they are. 

My experience and wha:t I have been 
able t;o flnd out from the experience 
of others, is that subsidized 1mmi• 
gx•a.tion, where you have to transport 
masses of people, is absolutely im• 
practicable. My friends from Chicago 
will vouch for what I say, that this 
is not an opinion I have formed re• 
cently by my unwillingness to join 
in the paiestine movement is not at 
all based on my being opposed to 
Zionism. I am not opposed to Zionism. 
I have been willing for years to help 
certain efforts made in Palestine, and
have done so,, but I have never been 
willing to subsidize innnigration to 
the extent of moving people in masses 

:;·from one country to another and trying 
to establish them with funds,. This, 
to my mind~ is impossible at the present 
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. ' time, I do not believe it is 
possible to establish success
fully a ramily in Palestine or 
anywhere else where land must be 
bought and the people taken care 
of until they are self supporting 
for less than $5 1 000 a family. It 
cannot be done for le as, surely, 
and as time goes on it will cost 
more. To me, ·this seems an im• 
possible task. In many oases the 
transportation and movement of 
large numbers of people bring 
about great unhappiness as compared 
with taking care of those same 
people in the lands where they have 
lived all their lives. There is a 
vast difference between transporting 
them possibly a thousand miles, where 
they have to adapt themselves to new 
customs and habits, and helping them 
to remain in the country where they 
have been brought up,., where they 
have been born and raised and where 
their families have lived for· gener
ations$ and in whose terms and speech 
they think. 

I make this state~ent that you may 
feel I have not been entirely moved 
by the aplendid 1presenta.tion of Dr. 
Rosen. I have thought and thought 
and thought about this subject~ year 
in and year out., and particularly fcr.r• 
the last six or seven months, since 
I have given a greater amount of study 
to the Russian situation, 

I am firmly convinced that the Jews 
have never had an opportunity to do a 
real constructive thing, for their 
co-religionia·ts _ until now; that what 
they have done heretofore has been 
palliative. During the war I was 
willing to go along~ but I am willing 
no longer to give in any large measure 
tor palliative relief. People will 
continue to require assistance. There 
will always be orphans and sick$ 
There will always be poverty~ but I 
believe those things must become local 

I 
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responsibilities. We can't hope to 
provide funds for our people all over 
this world who a.re poverty stricken. 
Furthermore, I believe it is a nLifJ• 
take to make people dependent upon 
charity. If they can be placed in a 
position to help themselves, to have 
a par·t in placing them would have my 
heartiest accord. I am very anxious 
indeed to have the colonization move~ 
ment take precedence over relief work 
1n the campaign which is contemplated. 

I am afraid failure for this movement 
will result, if we are to mass every• 
thing and consider the colonization 
work as a par~ of the relief work. 
Any movement a.long that line, I believe, 
will prove a failure. 

What I would like to see would be that 
agricultural work, as outlined by Dr. 
Rosen, be made the first feature of this 
program and the ;f'irs·t nine. million 
dollars (if you want to take that figure 
for three years of work for this move
ment) be set aside for this particular 
work.. we ought to know how much is to 
be used for this purpose and how much 
·for oth<n' work, s.nd not leave the matte1 .. 
openjl saying: "We will decide later 

.1 how much we shall spend in one way or in 
/ one countr·y, a.nd how much we shall spend 
1 in anothe:t• country, 11 because the11 we will 

get into politics •. Each man will try to 
use h~s influence to get his particular 
pet hobby favored. I don•t believe that. 
is the way to raise money., I thinlt: I 
know, because I am an old Schnorrer my
self. I have been in the business for a 
great many years. I don't be lieive people 
want to give money unless th.ey know f'or 
what it is going to be used. I would 
lfH:e, e.s I said,, to see the first part 
of this fund set aside absolutely to do 
thia constructive work. 

I shall not oppose any of the other work 
which it is desired to do. I do not 
consider myself capable of judging on 
their merits many of the projects suggestedo 



Consequently I am not willing to 
dep:i:"ece.te anyone o:f' them.. I am 
willing to conti .. ibute, under 
certain 1~estrictions, wh:i.ch I will 
take up w:l.th the conunit;tees, 
$1,000,000e I assume from Dr. 
Rosen1s report that nine million 
dolla1•s will be requi.red during 
the next three years for this worke 
If we can get more than that for 
this purpose so much the better, 
if it can be used to advantage, 
but toward the .firf1t nine million 
dollars, in fair proportion to the 
amoun1iS oontr:tbu ted by other people 11 

I am willing to contribute the amount 
mentioned., 

This plan properly presented to the 
people of our country would, I believe, 
result in secur:l.ng rapidly nine million 
dollars payable over a period of three 
years. If this eould be done over a 
period of two years, it would probably 
be a great deal better, but that may 
not be feasible. How rapidly this 
money can be used to advantage, I do not 
know, but the first thing ~his meeting 

· . should do is to provide .:f'oz• raising 1 t • 
If this meets with your approval, I shall 
very gladly make that contribution.88 

I Du(rin.g this aa.m(!f conference at which Rosenwald delive:i:-ed 
II \ 

his eloq'u.ent message, debate and tulmutuoua scenes trans• 

pired $ Mr. Jacob ·.o,e Haas, fo:rmer• executive se«~retary of 

the Zionist Organization of Amerioa, startled the con.fer• 

ence with his question to those who supported the Russian 

collonize.tion plan: "Do you Jews of America. wish to de-

olare today that it is your desire and your judgment that 

the Jews o~ Russia are at your cost, to mount on the 

Russian Vesuvius?" He pointed out that since the Crimean 

' 
Cossak disturbances of 1648, every Jew that got out of 
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Russia was the better for getting out. 

Ninety-ni.ne percent o:f' Jewry will 
agree with me and with Dr. Rosen 
when he said that f.i..'r/ the very 
best the position of"'the Jew in 
Russia is hazardous. The life in
surance expert knows how to draw 
a table as to the life of a human 
being. The record of Russia.n1 
Polish and East European Jewish 
history for over three hundred 
years providaa us with a ·table 
of expectancy by which we can 
lea:r•n the measure of reoccurrenoe 
of pogroms and outrages upon the 
Jewish people. One must judge 
Russia by its three hundred years• 
reco::t•d during which the Russians 
have on every occasion, under 
different circumstances, poured 
out the blood of those Jews who 
remained in Russia. 

A d:l.sturbing seene was provoked at the conf'e:r•ence 

when the speaker· who had just finished this point in his 

talk was interrupted by s .. Niger, a well know Yiddish 

writer, who shout;ed: "It• s a lie. It's a libel against 
I 

the Russian peoplel" Several delegates of Russla.n origin 

protested shouting: "Why then did the interrupting dale• 

gate l~ave Russia?" 
'' 

Dr .. Stephen s .. Wise protested to the chairman of the 

convention against permitting the use of such expressions 

in the convention hall.. As the tt1.uhul.tu-0:11xsnoise continued, 

General Abel Davla stopped Mr .. de Haas warning him and 

the following speakers that the discussion would be limited 

to the purpose fol .. whlch the conference was called, namely 

the continuation of relief' activi.ties. 

'' 
'' I, 
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General Davi.a, the presiding officer went on to say 

further: 

If you want me to preside, you 
must not do anything that will 
bring disgre.ce to the good name 
of the Jews ot America. So long 
as I am in the chair there will 

.be no discussion about the govern
ment of' any country of' 'the world-• 
I do not care which it is. 

Nothing willbe done except with the 
proper understanding of the guidance 
of the Stars and Stripes which float 
over these deliberations.,. I want to 
caution the delegates that the dis
cussion must be lim5.ted to the pur•
pose for which this corJ.fere:rwe was 
called. That is, shall the Jews of 
America., with their love for their 
fellow men, be they Jew or Gentile, 
aontinue ·the effort which was started 
at the conclusion of'. the war of 
helping our suffering brethren through-· 
out the world. 

The disturbances quieted down, and at that point 

Nathan Strauss entered the conference hall. Then a very 

sharp controversy developed between the chairman, General· 
. -

Davis~ and Dr. Wise on the Che.irma.n•s ruling that no 

reference be made outside of Dr. Resents report. This 

controversy was resolved with the assurance of' the chair 

that Dr. Wise would be granted complete freedom of ex

pression. Mr. de Haas, finally was able to continue his 

speech and concluded 'by submitting the following resolution: 

This coni'erence does not commit it• 
self to a program of Jewish coloni
zation in Russia, but holds for the 
a.ppo:l.ntment of a competent and quali• 
fied commission to study the problems 
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and possibilities of Jewish Agricul• 
tural colonizs:liion in Europe and other 
lands with particular reference to the 
poli·tical, economic, social, religious 
and educational problems involved in 
such colonization, and that the repoi•t 
of such commission shall be presented. 
to a joint meeting of' this conference. 
In moving this resolution, I ask for 
most earnest consideration. I ask for 
a thought and a prayerful thought for 
all the human lives behind the figures. 

The tension increased from minute to mi.nute as the 

discussion continued, and reached its p:t.nna.cle when ·the 

leaders of the two groups, Stephen s. Wise and Louis Marshall, 

met in a duel of words. Wise went on to plead for his cause, 

for his· Palestine: 

This is no time for• we.r hysteria., 
This is a time fo:i:• calm, earnest, 
ce.ref'ul deliberation, touching 
the problems which face us. My 
good friend Dave Brown, this is no 
violation of confidence, came to 
me this morning and. said, "Hello, Wise-
You should have heard wha:t a Jew 
on.the street said just now--he 
said that you, Stephen Wise, were 
the greatest anti-Semite in Americas" 
He wouldn't let anyone say that of 
Louis Marsha 11 ~ F'elix Warburg, or 
Abel Davis, or Nathan Straus., 

r. am givj.ng my life to the Jewish people and the 

Jewish cause. pr-. Wise continued by stressing the unwisdom 

Of dealing with the Soviet Republic while it was still 

unrecognized by the United States: 

I tremble to think what would have 
happened to a company of' lesser men 
if 1 a year or two ago, or even yester
day; we had proposed a step which in
volves a certain measure of public :·1 
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dealing with the Soviet Republic. 

This pr•oject of Russian colonization 
is a new departure, a tremendous step, 
in the life of Israel in America.. It 
is a new thing in Jewish life, in the 
J'ewish life of ,AmfJrica, our country 
never yet having recognized the Soviet 
Republic, for us to enter into formal 
organized public relations with the 
Soviet Governn~nt, whatever the grounds, 
whatever the purposes. 

At the moment I am not concerned about 
the circums·tance that :l.s of the utrnos·t 
importance--that back to the land, back 
to the land, gives no guarantee with 
regard to organized, collective Jewish 
life for the future. 

But in 1917 Grea·t; Britain issued the 
Balfour Declaration. Next montih,11 
eight years will hHve passed since 
that Declaration, and not e. single 
step has been taken in these eight 
years by American Jews colJ.ec~tively 
to express their sense of indebtedness 
to the British Government for its 
great and noble action. 

I know very well the Joint Distribution 
Connni ttee allotted ~~200.-000 for the 
Ruttenberg scheme 9 but partly because 
of our own failing, it has not entirely 
ma teria.lized. I know the C ornmi ttee has 
expended some millionr:l, eight or ten 
percent of its entire fund, in the last 
nine years 1 but no one could have got·ten 
organized collective Jewry, no one could 
have gotten Julius Rosenwald to give 
$5 1 000,000 for use in Palestine, virgually 
under.the British Government, yet Great 
Britain is ·the great friend of the Jewish 
people$ 

Dr .. Wise crnmtinued by comparing the cond:Ltions existing 

in Russia and in Palestine: · 

we are asked to vote oui~ confidence pu'b• 
licly in the purposes and in the :lntegrity 
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of moti·ve of the government of that 
land in which colonization is to take 
place., It has been said we threaten 
to expose the Jews at the outposts 
of peril. There are perils, too, in 
Palestine, the greatest risks in the 
world. But the Jews of the world have 
decided that it is worth their while 
to take any risk for Palestine .. We 
Jews are not afraid of risks, but we 
are afraid of exposing the Jews to 
risks for a cause which may not be, 
I do not say th1.:it it is no·t, that may 
not be worthwhile. 

Mr .. Brown himself told me if the Jews 
who are going on the farms in Russia 
were asked their preferenoe 2 eighty 
percent of them would go to Palestine. 

We are asking American Jews quickly to 
send money to Russia, in. order that 
our economically broken fellow Jews may 
be -pushed and pushed into the hands of 
Russian peasants after a year or two. 
I do no·t l.ike the taste of that in my 
mouth. In Russia Abel Davis might have 
been a trader or now, a candidate to 
settle on the land, but here he is a 
general in the United States Army. 

I urge that General Davis go with Rosen
wald• s millions~-to be given, I hope, 
without qualification o::r. reservation-• 
and ask the Jews of America for $501 000 1 000 
this year--for a truly completely united 
and harmonious campaign for relie.f--a 
campaign to include Palestine as well as 
Europe. Tell the Jews of America that we 
have not reached a decision about colon• 
ization or reconstruction, but we wish to 
deliberate, investigate and consult. Make 
a complete study of conditions 1 consul'I:; 
with the leaders ·of European Jewry--and 
then call another meeting and we shall 
stand and work toge·ther,. 

Following the words o:f Wise$ Louis Marshall took to 

the floor and stated his position: 
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When recently it was desired by 
the Zionist organization that the 
non-Zionists of America should 
cooperate with the Zionists in the 
enlargement of the Jewish Agency, 
as was resuired by the terms of the 
mandate ~alfour DeclaratioJl7, I 
responded to the call that was made 
upon me, and called for a non• 
partisan conference of the leading 
Jews of the United States in order 
that they should set aside any pre
judice that they might have had and 
stand side by side with the Zionist 
organization in the effort to make 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine what 
the League of Ne:l:iions intended it to 
be 1 an agency composed of all Jews 
of the world, of every shade or color. 
The effort was made; we acted before 
the Zionist organization acted to 
express our readiness to enter into 
such a plan. We awaited the ac·tion 
of the Zionist Congress as to its 
willingness to enter into it; in 
anticipation of that fact a committee 
was appointed to determine a plan of 
representation of the non-Zionists of 
the United States upon that agency. 
And now that the Zionist organ.ization 

has spoken, we shall keep our part ot 
the contra.at. 

I have been very indifferent to what 
people have said or written about me. 
I have had the greatest amusement of 
my life in some of ·the articles that 
have appeared in the press of the 
country--! mean of the Yiddish press. 
I have been described a superannuated 
individual. Mr. Warburg and even; Ml"'o 
Rosenberg who is not so old as we, has 
been described as one of those ancients, 
who should take a back seat and let the 
people of Eastern Europe run this country. 

I have before me the report and recommend ... 
a tion of the Joint C onuni tte regarding the 
allocation of funds, under date of March 41 
1923 two and one half years ago. At that 
time, it was supposed that matters were 
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adjusting themselves in Russia. 
That was the time the new economic 
condition was being adjus·ted i.n 
other countries, when conditions 
were improving, but even e:b that 
time, we were unwilling to liquidate 
without first have made a determined 
effort to get more money and especially 
for Russia. 

We said that at the proper time, it 
would be desirable for us to conduct a 
campaign-•not a spectacular campaign, 
and raise five million dollars. That 
was in 1923. At that time Dr. Rosen 
had been in Europe, had been in Russia, 
for upwards of a year. He had made 
his investigation. Ha made his inves• 
tigation on the spot. He knew wha·li the 
needs were. He proceeded to try out the 
theory which was based not upon mere 
technical knowledge, but practical ex• 
perienoe. It was at that time tha·t; 
various newspapers which were very active 1 
and whose statenients were found to be 
absolutely untrue, stated that it was the 
purpose of the Russian Government to 
create a Jewish Republic in the Crimea; 
to establish a new Jewish State. There 
was sufficient objection in the .United 
States with reference to one Jewish 
State, and there would be a great deal 
more objection with reference to two 
Jewish States. There.fore 1 when. that 
question came up, I objected to any 
appropriation of any money for this work 
until I was satisfied as to whether or 
not there was any such purpose in mind 1 
or whether any such plan was under con
sideration. And my motion was carried 
unanimously& Later, ~e found that this 
was a false report. 

Dr. Wise says that he is perfectly willing 
that I should be appointed chairman of a 
connnission, that would go to Russia for 
the purpose of investigation of this matter 
further. What do I know about farming? I 
have seen corn grow and I have seen wheat 
grow and I know the difference between 
wheat and rye, if I get close enough to it, 
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but what do I know about the real 
matters of agriculture? I don•t 
think that the1 .. e is anything to be 
gained by any such experiments as 
have been suggested and I feel that 
Dr. Wise is entirely in errol" when 
he thinks that is the proper policy 
to pursue. Now sometimes I have 
been called upon to defend criminal 
cases. I like to get postponements 
as of'ten as I can so that the case 
may be forgotten, Those of us who 
have no politics believe ·that the 
time has .. come 1'or a.ction and not for 
delay. How long do you think the 
Angel of Death will stay his hand in 
order to allow us to investigate by 
a committee of Jews of the city of 
New York? 

We have been carrying out a policy 
which was begun four years ago. No
body has any doubt as to what the 
object of that experiment was. It 
was to ascertain whether or not we 
could safely go into this wo1~k of 
taking care of the Jews who desire 
to go on the land. The Jews who 
came from Russia are not so much 
conoe1 .. ned; the Jews who are in Russia 
are the ones who are oonoernedf> 

Marshall then read a lettel" from the Rabbi of Lubav5.tch 

a:rid other rabbis favoring the colon:tzation plan, and con

tinued: 

I have evidence that this is not a 
wish super:tmposed upon the people 
of Russia but this is their spon
taneous desire, their one wish.. I 
suppose that Dr. Wise, after 19211 

will recognize that Dr. Weizmann is 
a pretty good Zionist and a pretty 
good Jew. I heard Dr. Weizmann in 
the city of New York at a public 
meeting last spring say that there 
was a de3ire on the part of the 
people oi' Russia to go upon the land. 
While at Geneva$ five days before the 
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Zion:tst Congress convened, in the 
presence of Dr. Magnes, I had a long 
conversat:1.on with Dx•. Weizmann upon 
th.:i.s question, He wanted to know 
whether or not the campaign that we 
were about to enter upon for agricul
tural work in Russia would injure the 
cause of agriculture in Palestine. I 
assured him it would not. He said~ 
I might as well tell you, Mr. Marshall.1 
that there is today seething throughout 
the Jewish world in Russia a desire to 
get upon the land, to work the land,-• 
they cannot wait.· They want to work the 
land. It is a m1.raole from Heaven, that 
feeling which has ingrained itself in the 
heart and soul of the Jews in Russia. 
Everybody who knows anything about the 
Jews of Russia knows that this is true$ 
The Jews of Russia have always been self
respecting, they have never been paupers, 
they do not desire to be pauperized, they 
are not asking for alms. 

The verbal dispute between. Wise and Marshall was fin• 

ally resolved by the adoption of a harmor:d.ous resolution 

proposed by Marshall: 

This Conference, called by the Joint 
Distribu·tion Committee and its c.onsti• 
tuent organizat;ions, Sunday, September 
13., 1925, Phi.ladelphia., herewith re• 
solves that we call upon the Ame:r•ica.n 
Jews to initiate and carry thru at the 
earliest possible moment the campaign 
that has been inaugurated fo1• the se• 
curing of the sum of fifteen mj.llions 
of dollars to be expended by the Joint 
Distribution Com:mit·tee along the lines 
of reilief and reconstruction pursued 
by it heretof'o:N; and up to this timee 
Thia Conference believes that it is 
necessar•y and inevitable to continue 
the work initiated by the Joint Dis
tribution Committee four years ago 
in the field o!' industrial and agric
ultural settlement. Such work can be 
extended and this Conference believes 
that such necessary political .- -
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and moral· se.feguards may be accorded 
as will guarantee to American Israel 
the practical and serviceable exten
sion of those aotivitieso 

In addition to the work of continuing 
and as far as may be of extending the 
work of agricultural settlement the 
Joint Distribution Committee is herewith 
empowered to continue its fruitful work 
of I'elief and service in the fields of 
war oI•phan care, medical sanitation 
and prevention of disease in the care 
of our unhappy refugee b:t•others $ es
pecially those stranded in the po:r•ts of 
Europe, in the field of industrial aid 
to artisans and tradespeople, and in 
cultural work. 

The Conference does not call upon Amer
ican Israel to undertake any new or un
tried task in the field of social ameliora
tion and reconstruc·t;ion. This conference 
does no more than urge the men and women 
of American Iara.el to face their duty with 
the same eage:t•ness and generosity with 
which they made possible the high achieve
ments of the Joint Distribution Oommi ttee 
in other years. 

This Conference regar·ds it as sel:f'-evident 
that American Jew1•y wheneve:r" called upon 
is prepared generously to support the work 
of Jewish re-settlement in Palestine. It 
is persuaded that ·thru the Jewish Agency 
and other instrumentalities the Jews of 
America will always give adequately and 
generously of their strength and aubs·bance 
to the performance of this great and his-
to1:-ic ·task. 

The resolution was seconded by Felix Warburg~ by his 

meeting Rosenwald• s offer of $11 000 1 000 with a pledge of 

$300_,ooo. Thus, the Oo:nf'erence came to a ha.rmoni.oua con• 

clusion 0 89 

Although the Conference ended with some measure of 

agreement, throughout America, Je~TY was in great disagree• 
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ment concerning Rosenwald ts and Marshall's plan for Russian 

Colonization. A pa:r•ticular individual, who never failed to 

speak his mind concer.•ning policy toward Jewry throughout 

the world, and under whose tutelage this author learned 

the basic rubrics of Judaism1 came out in direct opposition 

to the Russian Colonization Plan. He was Rabbi G.George 

Fox of South Shore Temple in Chicago. 

Prior to the Cor1ference in Philadelphia., Dr .. lflox wrote 

to Frahk B. Kellogg, the Secretary of State$ requesting in

formation of whether there ought to be off'ioial con1muni-

ca t ion with the Soviet Government on the part of' any body 

of America.n citizens, since our government had no diplomatic 

relations with the Soviet Republicso 

Is it fundamentally wrong for• any 
association of Amerlcans to carry 
on offlcial intercourse with a 
government which our own country 
does not recognize, and in which 
it apparently has no confidence. 
I feel that, shou.ld fifteen millions 
of American dollars be invested in 
this agricul tur·al experiment, that 
a great benefit would redound to 
the Soviet Republics, without any 
guarantee on its part that can be 
assumed to be honorable; and I make 
this assumption because we have re
fused to recogn:i.ze them. 

I am absolutely in favor of putting 
Jews on land in such countries and 
under such conditions as will guarantee 
to the American sponsors some measure 
of our own governmental cooperation 
and protection. But under the present 
status., lt seems to be both unwise 
and inexpedient for a body of American 
Jews, of which I am a member, to carry 
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on any negotiations with any officia·ls 
of the Soviet Republics" 

I want to know whether in your opinion 
any relationship that might be created 
between an American Jew:tsh co:m:rni ttee 
and off'ic:tals of the Sovie·t government, 
may work out, not only harmfully, but 
may also create a wrong impression with 
1"egard to the encouragement that might 
be thought will be gi.ven to the Soviets 
by American citizens of the Jewish faith, 
and which will be contrary to the 
policies of our government itself. 

Needless to say that a misunderstanding 
ot this sort on the part of a public which 
might misapprehend the whole situation, 
would cause inuneasurable hard to American
Jews. 90 

In Kellogg's reply to Fox he exp:t•eE.rned the desire not 

to comment with respect to the 11 propriety and expediency 

of the par•ticipa.tion of American Jews in the proposed under

taking." He affirmed the fact that any organizations enter

ing into any kind of relations with the Soviet authorities 

did so at i·ts own expense.. It was that organization;' s own 

responsibility.91 

F'ollowing the Phlladelphia Conference, Louis Marshall, 

after seeing Kellogg's reply to Fox's query, wr•ote to the 

spiritual leader of South Shore Temple a most depreoe:l:iing 

letter .. The venom which stung Fox. was due to Ma.rshall•s 

catching a glimpse of the letter that evoked Kellogg's 

replyo 

I have no hesltation in saying to you 
that no friend of ouJ:• suffering brethren 
in Russia. could have penned such a docu• 
ment. It j_s a betrayal of these unfor
tunates, an act of mischievous in its 
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intent, and of one who, regardless 
of consequences, is :r'eady to sacri
fice any cause, however• sacred, in 
order that he may dwell fol"' a b:i:•ief 
moment in the limelight of publicity. 
The answer which you received was 
not that which you sought to extract_, 
and, the ref ore, your plans wer•e 
frustrated. But the will to do evil 
nevertheless existed, and I,, therefore, 
deem it my duty as a member of the 
Joint Distribution Committee to point 
out in its enormity the offence which 
you have committed. 

Marshall then proceeded to charge Fox with misre• 

presenting the work of the Conference. He took each state-

ment which Fox made in b.1.s le·tter to Kellogg and challenged 

it, pointing up the authorts errors in logic. Finally, 

Marshall concluded with a personal assault on ·this man1 s 

qualtficati.ons for the rabbiria te • 

I wonder what any red ... blooded man who 
is not a Jew can think o.f a rabbi who 
gives such evidence of downright 
cowardice, u:n.manliness and lack of 
d:t.gp.ity .as you have. The rabbis of 
ol.d were never troubled with suoh 
fears in times oi.' trouble, of perse
cution~ of threatened massacre. They 
stood prepared to die for their people 
and for their religion. They were not 
troubled by petty fears of what an 
anti•Sem1te m,ight say or think. They 
were ready to act without counting the 
cost when by action there was at least 
a hope that some good might be accom• 
plished. They were not smugly consider
ing their own comfort, convenience or 
peace of mind, but their thoughts were 
of those who were in the midst of per
petual alarms and whose very existence 
was trembling in the scales. None of 
them would have been willing to die 
rather than to stand in the shoes of 
Moses 0 
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It has been very painf'ul for me to 
write this letter, but I feel it 
to have been my duty to do so and 
I trust that you wi.11 regard it as 
an admonition from an older man as 
to the dangers which may flow from 
inconsiderate action with regard 
to subjects of the utmost delicacy$92 

Through the strength of anger Marshall presented a very 

valid argument against Fox, but as we look b~ck upon this 

moment in history today, we see that perhaps the young rabbi 

from Chicago was correct in his assumptions. 

As a resu.lt of Rosenwald• s favoring the Russian Colon-

ization project, in 1928, he donated a sum of five million 

dollars to the project$ His opponents deplored this action 

in that it demonstrated his indifference to Palestine. His 

deed came unde:r great !'ire in the Zionist press. They 

issued a protest which was an expression of hurt pride. 

They claimed that the donation whj.ch was made on the day 

of Dr. Chaim Weiznuannu s arrival in ·the United States served 

as an open demonstration of Rosenwaldts antipathy to Zion• 

ism.93 

Other Jewish newspapers in America looked ~t tha 

donation for Russian Colonization e.s the spai-•k needed to 

fan the fire of Palestinian Colonization. It was felt that 

the generous donation by Rosenwald and his equals mig'ht 

ser'Ve to awaken a sense of duty among the American Jews, for 

Palestine. For a loan for Palestine was oonsidex•ed aa a 

good investment too, for it was guaranteed by the Jewish 
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nation, by the growing Jewish settlements in Palestine, 

by the Zionist organization.., and by the Jewish Agency 

in which many persons of the Rosenwald circle were now 

becoming active.94 

Yet Dr. Stephens. Wise could not regard Rosenwald•s 

con~ribution with such optimism. He felt highly insulted 

because the donation was assigned .for Russia solely and 

not one cent of it went to Palestine. He considered .Rosen-

wald•s contribution as a personal insult to the Jewish natlon, 

and thus.11 he took the drastic step 01' resign5.ng from the 

Zionist Organization.95 

I am of the opinion that Wiseas action was uncalled 

for, because th1~oughout his lifetime Rosenwald did a great 

deal in contributing to the strength of Palestine. He was 

responsible fol" numerous advancements in the Holy Lando 

Numberless Zionist demands were made upon Rosenwald, and 

although throughout his life he favored Russian Ooloniza:tion1 

he st:i.ll did what he could in contributing towards the needs 

of the people of this land. One must remember, though, that 

Rosenwald did not ~ ssen any of his contributions to the 

cause.of Russian Colonization in favor of any Pales.tinian 

projects. In f'a.ct,. his contributions to the Russian cause 

tar exceeded those of the Zionist cause. Yet mention must 

be made of the Zionist demands he did fulfill. 

In 1910 a new American institute of research was incor

porated in New York under tihe title of the "Jewish Agricultural 
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Experiment Station" and Rosenwald served as the president 

of. its board of ·t;rustees. This new experiment station was 

to be located at the foot of Mt. Carmel in Palestine, 

seven miles from Hai.fa, and Wai? the first agricultural 

institution of research supported by private American 

capital to be established in a foreign country. Jacob 

Schiff and Julius Rosenwald furnished the first $201 000 

necessary f'or the station• s ini·tial equipment,. Mr. Aaron 

A.aronsohn was the director bi: the new station.96 

In 1925, Rosenwald donated the sum of $50 1 000 to the 

Hebrew Teachers College of which Dr. David Yellin, the vice 

mayor of Jerusalem was the prlncipal •• Rosenwald me.de the 

contribution ·t;o Yellin for the erection of the, circular 

po:r•tion of the proposed building of the College. This gif't 

was conditional upon the same amount being secured fo:r the 

balance of the building which, exclusive of the land., was 

to entail an expense of $lOo,ooo.97 

in 1915, Rosenwald contributed $10~000 for the relief. 

of OI'a:nge growers in Palestine who had lost their crops.98 

In the New York American in 1917, Rosenwald was regarded as 

generously beh:tnd the Zionist movement that repeopled 

Palestlne with Jewa 0 99 Julius Rosenwald was also mentioned 

by the Bos·ton Herald in 1918 as a member of the Zionist 

commission headed by Chaim Weizmann which was laying the 

.foundation of a Jewish State in Palestine.100 

Finally in 19191 talk began~ that Rosenwald was favored 
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as president of Palestine. The man who had in most cases 

turned down requests for donations for the Jewish state 

111 favor of requests .for Russian C oloniza ti on became a 

prime candidate .for the leadership of' this sta'l:;e.,101 

Rosenwaldts home in Ravinia was named Tel Aviv.102 

Although one can criti<Hze Rosenwald foll lacking a 

greater interest in the Palestine problem., one must re• 

spect ·the man .for not being a. hypocrite concerning his basic 

beliefs with respect to Colonization. One must also re

spect the man for not wholly denying the cause of the 
-

Pe.lestinian Jew but rather contributing to his strengt;h. 

In 1922, an unsigned defense of Rosenwald appeared in an 

article in East and West which pr•esented an e.xoallent re• 
........ #"•o;I'¥> 

sponse to the critics of the millionaire philanthropist: 

Julius Rosenwald is known today as 
the prince of Jewish philanthropists ••• As 
a. matter of f'acrt he is the first great 
American philanthropist. The others 
who have preceded him have been philan
thropically inclined men, but they have 
not been great philanthropists. None o:f 
them has given a million in cold cash 
for a Jewish cause as has Mr. Rosenwald. 
None of' then1 has ever s s.1 d: "I wi 11 give 
ten or twenty ... five percent of all the money 
you may raise for a certain Jewish purpose"•••• 

There are people who criticize Mr. Rosen
wald. They object greatly to Mr. Rosen ... 
wald•s apparent disinterestedness with 
the) cause· o:f.' Palestine. They object to 
Mr. Rosenwaldls apparent disinterested• 
ness with the future of our people. They 
say that men of. Mr. Rosenwald's type 
should tr•y not only to alleviate the 
sufferings of our people at present, bu.t 
should also try to shape their future 

i '! [' 

I!· 

• II 
I 

! 

I 
I' 

' : ' 
I 



.• ' 

and help determine their fate by work
ing for their future.., .most o:f the 
critics of Mr. Rosenwald$ and the sever
es·~ of' them., are to be found in the East,. 

especially in New York. We con.fess that 
we cannot see the soundness of this 
criticism •• because ·this criticisrn is en
tirely le.eking in an understanding of the 
driving forces in Jewish life and Jewish 
history ••• there have always been two ten ... 
dancies prevailing in Jewish life•-one 
with an outlook on the future and one 
which tries to shape the present.~ •• In 
the li:t:'e of other peopJ.es these· tendencies 
find their embodiment in the politician 
and the ste.tesma:n. A politician works for 
the present for the next election, while a 
statesrnan wo:r•ks for the future$ for the 
next generation. In the life o:r our people 
these two tendencies do not find the same 
expression because they have an entirely 
different meaning., A man like Sir Moses 
Montefiore or Adolph Cremieux, who has de
voted his energies and all his creative 
talent to the better.m.ent of the situation 
of the Jewish present cannot be spoken of' 
as a politioian. The late Jacob He Schiff 1 

who devoted all his ti.me$ energy and ability 
to the improvement of' the si tuat;ion of hia 
people at the present, cs.nnot be spoken of' 
as a politician either. He, too~ was a 
statesman and thought in terms of statesman
ship. It may be that his view of the funda
mental probleas of Judaism was wrong. It 
may be that his conceptionof the Jewish 
problems was somewhe.t antiquated,, but that 
does not alter the .fact that he was a great 
Jew and e. Jewlsh statesman. Julius Hosenwald 
still belongs to this category of Jewish 
statesmen. He too is a great Jew, thou~ he 
:ts more interested in ·bhe Jewish present than 
in the Jewish futu:i:·e. We have no right to say 
that he is not interested in the J·awish 
future at all, but to him, as a great 
business man,, it seems that unless the 
present deplorable situation of the Jews 
is ameliorated and the present suffering 
of the Jews alleviated at once, there is 
no .future for our people e.l·together.. One 
should bear in mind that business men in 
gel'1era.l care nothing for the past and not 
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veI'y much f'or the futu:re 1 but a 
great deal :f'or the present., 

Most of the great Jewish leaders 
who come from the academy or the 
laboratory or from the buainess 
world introduce into their Jewish 
activities and their Jevdsh s·te.tes
manship the psychological trend of 
the businessman-... the car•ing for the 
presente In the first place Ml'• 

-Rosenwald is a practica.l m1.nded 
bus1nessnian. He is not a theorician 
and does not pretend to be one. u 
does not size up the Jewish s:t tuat1on 
from the point of view of a sociological 
o:r political theory, but from the point 
of.' view of the needs of' the day. In 
his view of the Jewish situation he sees 
hundreds of thouse.r1ds of Jewish orphans 
uncared :t'or in the Ukraine, hundreds 
of thousands of Jewish refugees in 
Eastern and Central Europe, and hund
reds of thousands of cri.ppled Jewish 
men, war and pogrom victims •••• He is 
anxious to help them and help then1 
at once, and hence his anxiety to 
see our great relief work a success. 
This is the Leitmotif of M1·. Rosen-
wald ts philanthropy. 

We do not say that from our point of 
view Mr .. Rosenwald should not care 
for the Jewish .future too.,••• but Ii/II'• 
Rosenwald ••• will not answe:t• that one 
man ce.n do only one kind of great 
work. There is, however, one great 
philanthropist in this coun·b1•y, Mr. 
Nathan Straus of New York who .lts bo::bh 
a g:t•ee.t relief and Palestine worker 0 

All the others without exception are 
ne i the1.. one nor the other 1 but Mr"' 
Rosenwald is the leader of the group 
in America which is mainly concerned 
with the betterment of the present 
Jewish situation. we believe ·that 
in the course of' time Mr. Rosenwald, 
with his mind open to all Jewish 
problems, will also participate in the 
great work oi' Palestine reconstruction 
and will thus attempt to also determlne 
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the futuI'e of our people ••• He will come 
to see more and more, not only the ab• 
solute necessity but al.so the wisdom 
of establishing a Jew:tsh homeland for 
Jews in Palestine. Mr. Rosenwald is 
not the only great Jew in America or 
the world over who has concentrated 
his activiM.es on the betterment of 
the present Jewish situation. There 
are hundreds and perhaps thousands 
like him, but he is the outstanding 
figure of this group because from him 
radiate greater philanthropic energies 
than from the others. A Jew with a 
histo1 .. ic unde:r:•s·tand of Jewish life and 
the tendencies prevailing therein, 
should not criticize Mr e Rosenwald 
and should not complain about the one
sidedness or his Jewlsh activities. 
He represents one of the phases of 

the great ·tendencies now prevailing 
in Jewish life 0 •• 103 

The author of the precedi.ng article cer•tain.1.y showers 

· .. Mr. Rosenwald with a stream of praise, and perhaps his thesis 

that at that moment in Jewish historyJ Jewish life, philan• 

thropy in particular was going through a phase, was correct. 

But he was proven wrong in his vision of Rosenwe.ld's con ... 

tributing to the strength of Palestine's reconstruction$ 

because the millionaire never did so throughout his entire 

life. Rosenwald remained consistent in his pl.an for Russian 

c.olonlzat ion up to the day of his death. 

During the First World War, Julius Rosenwald allied hi.m-

self' with the vrnrk of the American Jewish Hel:tef Committee 

which aided those suffering Jewish war victims in Russia., 

Poland and Galicia. It was in connection with this 01•gan-. 

\ ization that Rosenwald contributed what has been termed his 

"most telling pi.ece of philantl!.ropic work." The story con-
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nected with ·uhis cont1 .. ibution involved Jacob Billikopf', 

the Executive Director of the Federation of Jewish Charities 

of Philadelphia, who approached Rosenwald for the con

tribution. Rosenwald was against Bil1ikopfts accepting 

the call from the Amer lean Jewish Relief C ornmi ttee to 

raise large funds, as he felt Billikopf was more of a 

·"social worker" than a fund raiser.. Rosenwald 1 .frankly 

·told him, that had the C·ommi ttee consulted him, he would 

have advised against Billikopf'. 

Billikopf arrived in Washington, D. c. on March 41 19171 

President Wilson•s Inaugural Day, and resolved to ask from 

Rosenwald 11 a single great gift" to head ·a. campaign fo:r• 

$101 000 1 000. He waited for a. long time at the Willa:t:>d 

Hotel in order to meet Rosenwald who had promlsed to see 

him 11 late in the evening, 11 after an o.f'ficial dinner• 

0 well,, tell me abou·h i t 11 he said as 
soon as we had sat down. I glanced 
up at him and my entire hai•angue on 
which I had spent so much arduous 
toil and thought evaporated. I heard 
myself to my great surprise, telling 
him in simplest and most unadorned 
style that a campaign for ten mill:i.on 
dollars was about to be launched; that 
it needed some powerful dramatic stim-
ulus to start it off effectively and 
·to end :tt successfully; that the 
committee had determined that nothing 
but a great single gift would serve 
and that he alone could make that gift. 
I dwelt hardly at all on the state of 
things abroad, me1•ely 1.ndicating in a 
matter of fact way what he was well 
aware of, that the condition of European 
Jews was growin~ 1-ncreas:tngly worse, 
and thi:.1t therefore a r•enewed effort on 
a much greater scale than had ever been 
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tried before must be initiated.. He 
listened to me without comment while 
my appeal was gathering momentum. I 
had had hundreds of conversations with 
Mr. Rosenwald but I had never before 
asked him for contributions of any 
so:r•t, and never before had I seen a 
face so transparent and serene and yet 
so profoundly thoughtful. We seemed 

both caught by a common great purpose. 
As I concluded with my specif'ic re
quest for a r·ound mill1.on, the ear• 
neatness of his expression deepened. 
He said: nno you th:i.:nk :t t will do any 
good?" · 
I nodded and was about to make a highly 
colored forecase of the.results of such 
a contribution, when he added: 
11 Very well, I w:tll do it. You may go 
back to New York and tell th.em the:l:i I t:ll 
do it." 

This was Rosenwald's greatest single gift in all of his 

ph:i.lanth1--opic work. On March 9, 191
1"'1, Rosenwald formalized 

his offer 
11 

i.n a letter to Louis Marshall the Chairman of 

the American Jewish Relief Committee: 

The marked change f'or the worse which 
has taken place in the condition of· 
our co-religionists in belligerent 
lands,, so graphically outlined by Mr. 
Jacob Billikopf, has impressed upon 
me most acutely the great need of 
raising immediately the fund which the 
American Jewish Relief Committee is 
endeavoring to collect. 

In the hope that the urgency of the 
s_i tuat ion will be brought home to the 
Jews of the United States, I make the 
following offer: 
I will donate to the fund of the .Amer• 
ice.n Jewish Relief Committee an amount 
not to exaed one million dollars, 
cond1.tioned as follows: 
For every million dollars collected after 
March 1st I will contribute $100 1 000, but 
in order that results may be obtained 
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with suff iaient rapidity, at least in 
some small measure, to meet the present 
crying needs, I put a time limitation 
until November• 1, 1917--upon this offer.,105 

Rosenwald was greatly honored for his contribution. 

The PrE)Sident of the United States, Woodrow Wilson, senh a 

telegram praising Rosenwald, who was then a member of the 

Council of National Defense,. 

·::,., .''' .... 

Your contribution of $1 1 000,000 to the 
$10, 000, 000 fund f.or the re lief of 
Jewish war sufferers ser•ves democracy 
as well as humanity. The Russian re
volution has opened the door of freedom 
to an oppressed people, but unless they 
are given life and strength and courage, 
the opportunity of centuries will avail 
them little. 

It is to America that these starving 
millions look for aid and out of our 
prosperity,, fruit of free institutions, 
should spring a vast and enobling gen• 

.. ,e.rosity. ~:.~:1our ·.gif.t .''. :J;ays an obl:tga ti on 
even while 1 t furnishes insp1.ra tion.106 

F1u:rther honors were bestowed upon Rosenwald. At a 

dinner given in his honor by Jacob H. Schiff, at the Savoy 

Hotel in New York,, Rosenwald divulged his reasons for 

donating his· "single great gift:" 

I feel that the Jews of Ame:t"ica have a 
serious duty that they cannot evade. 
These starv:i.ng men and women and children 
must depend on us to do fo1" them whe:t we 
would expect them to do for us were the 
conditions reversed. We have been success
ful as we view success,, but there are 
hundreds of thousands who have worked 
harder than we have and he.ve been just as 
able, but it has been ours to have the 
opportunity that they lacked. And now it 
is our opportunity to aid them. We have 
had the good luck to live in this free 
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Qountry the United States, and it is 
our dut;y to help those whose cradles 
happened to be rocked in Russia in• 
stead of' here, They are no more to 
blame for· their condition than our 
children would be if they were similarly 
situated. What we must do is to bring 
it home to the Jews of the country that 
it is our duty to aid the Jews of 
Europe •. 107 

Rosenwald was known for quick decdsion,, and his fifteen 

minute decision to answer Mr .. Billi.kopf' s appeal with a 

donation of $11 0001 000 ran true to f'orm.. r·t is said that 

his decision to go in with Sears was made and also aot;ed 

upon within fifteen minutes,108 Rosenwald recognized the 

u:r•gency of this relief money and pushed the $10,000 1 000 

campaign through as rapidly as possible. The campaign was 

extended to terminate on December 31$ 191'7. In a report 

issued by Rosenwald to the C.hica.50 Exam5.~~ 011 December 26, 

19173 he seemed quite optimistic. concerning the results ot: 

the drive. He had just; returned from the Ea.st, where he 

was informed that the committees were highly successful 0 

In Rochester, New York, the localconnnittee delayed the 

canvas in order to i:rba.ge an enthusiastic rush f'or funds• 

On. the first day they obtained $100 1 000 •. Des Moines, Iowa.11 

also decided upon a belated campaign and achieved remarkable 

results. The work in Chicago and New York was practically 

completed., 

When Rosenwald first offered 10 percent of collections 

as an incentive to speed up the campaign there were 3,000,000 

Sews in the Eastern war Zone who were at the point of atarva• 
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tion. Now conditions were growing worse.109 

The final amount collected in the campaign totalled 

$7 1 789 1 252.79 and Rosenwald paid $778 1 925.28 plus· the 

$150 1 000 he pledged separately in the Chicago campaign.110 

'rhus, he fulfilled his pledge of his "greatest single gift." 

During his lifetime Julius Rosenwald became the 

it t:rn.ving power" i'or the Hebrew Uni.on College during the 

depression yea1"s.. In 1920,, as Vice President of the Union 

... o.:f' AmericanHebrew Congregations, he made a speech at a UAHC 

Conference in which he stated that as many communities as 

possible should be provided with leaders like Rabbi Emil Ge 

Hirsche In order to accomplish this "the Hebrew Union 

College must be supported whole-heartedly and generously 

because this institution.and the synagogue and school ex

tension wor~ are essential in any solution of the problems 

which confron·b the Jews of this count;ry. 0 111 

In 19231 Rosenwald :r•eoeived .a letter. from Julian Mor

genstern, the president of the Hebrew Union College, asking 

him to accept an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Hebrew Law 

tor ~is generosity to Jew and non•Jew alike. Within the 

lette,r Rosenwald was acclaimed as one who has given 1thought 

and effprt to countless projects for hun1an betterment /1 and 

has ~hereby b~ought materially nearer to realization the 

Prophetic vision of the brotherhood .of>: 0ln~nk~.hd~·hll2 

Rosenwald refused the invitation. Again Morgenstern 

offeved the degree. 
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I might- of course~ urge your re• 
consideration of the decision upon 
the basis of the conditions printed 
in ~he catalogue of ·the Hebrew Union 
College, upon page 26 1 covering the 
awarding of the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Hebrew Law. This reads as 
follows: 
The Pe.cul ty of the Hebrew Un:i.on College 
with the consent of the Board of Governors 
is authorized to confer the degree of 
Doctor of Hebrew Law (D.H.L.) honoris 
causa, upon Rabbis and laymen in recog
nition of' distinguished service in the 
cause of Judaism, provided that in. no 
scholastic year• more than two sons 
shall be so honored~ and provided that 
in each case the diploma record 
specifically the service rendered by 
the recipient whi.ch the Hebrew Union 
College takes pride in r•ecognizlng. 

You wi 11 see from this tha.t Jewish 
schola1•ahip is in no sense a requ:l.site 
for meriti.ng this degree, but only 
the condition of having rendered dis
tinguished service to the ca.use of 
Judaism. Knowing you as I do, I 
feel ·that you may be incl:t.ned to argue 
even this condition; but I am sure that 
you will agree with me that the Paculty 
o:f t:t.i.e College ought to at least appreciate 
what distinguished serv·ica to the cause of' 
Judaism is, and for this reason they honor 
themselves through their dec:tsio:p. to con
fer this degree upon you. However, as I 
said, I feel that I have not the right 
to urge you ·to reconsider the matter and 
change your decision, although speaking 
strongly and personally, I would like 
very much to do so. I have given you these 
fa.eta solely, or rather primarily, to make 
clea1• to you the basis upon which the 
Faculty came to this dec:i.sion., and which 
we believe is in every way justified, not
wi thstand.:tng your modesty in this matter., 
Therefore, without actually asking you 
to do so, I am going to hope for a little 
while anyway, that you will write to me 
again with rega1"'d to this m~tte1"• Mean
while, I shall hold your lette1" in rese:r•ve 
and will not convey your decision to the 
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Faculty and the Board of' Governo:t•s 
for a while a·h least.113 

Again Rosenwald refused ·to accept the honor. 

In 1925
1 

a series of correspondence between Rosenwald 

and Adolph s. Ochs,, ·the publisher of the ~w ·york Times, 

was carried on in regard. to a five million dollar endo-wm.ent 

fund for the Hebrew Union College. Ochs suggested that a 

hundred men ei thep make fol" themselves$) or undertake to 

secure, contributions oi' $50,000 each on the condition 

that payment thereon. should be five percent per annum for 

inter•e st on the subsc1"ipt ion during the lifetime of t;he 

subsc:r.•iber, thus leaving the principal to become an obli-

gation against his estate to an amount not e:x.ceed:l.n.g ten 

percent of his residuary estate,. 

Confidentially, if some such plan 
be adopted I corrbemplate making 
myself responsible for several of 
these ~~50 1 000 subscriptions., If 
this interests you1 I should like 
to hear from you.1 4 

Rosenwald•s reply was immediate: 

Without committing myself, I would 
say that, ·bo such a combination as. 
mentioned., I might be willing to 
contribute $50,000 a year for 15 
years (setting aside a sum which 
would produce that amount), pro
vided at least $250 1 000 annually 
for that te1•m could be secux•ed 
under some such plan as you have 
in m:tnd. Your• $200 1 000 if absoJ:>bed 
in 15 years (interes·t and principal), 
would add nearly $20,000 armually if 
rny calculation is cox•rect • It might 
not be impossible to get $500 11 000 a 
year on some such "combination plan." 
During these 15 yeax·s, if the interest 



:i.n the cause,, and the work being 
done by this group justifled it, 
there should be no difficulty in 
securing the necessary funds to 
continue for another 15 yea.1• 
per-iod. 

I am opposed to permanent endow• 
ment funds for any inst;itution 
and have been contending against it 
fol" twenty years, but this is a 
long subject and I would prefer to 
take it up at closer re.nge,..115 

Oohs was over joyed :with:·: Rosenwald' s reply: 

Let us now get together and start 
this movement with enthu:aiaam and 
confidence and acclaim: 

"Sound the loud timbrel o•er Egyptrs 
daz•k sea' 
n Jehovah has trium.phed--His people 
are freet" 

., •• it gives me the hope ·that my long 
cherished dream may come true and 
that is tha:t the College at Cincinnati 
become one of the outstanding theo
logical insti·tutions in the United 
Sta.tes;--:a lighthouse the rays of which 
shall penetrate the darkness of igno:i:)
anee 1 bigotry and pre ju.dice., 116 · 

Later in this se.me year Rosenwald became extremely con

cerned with carte.in happenings taking place at the College & 

In writing to Jacob w. Mack, he asked questions concerning 

reports of considerable unrest among the. students at the 

CoJ.1ege. Four students had been found guilty of' cheating 

at the University of' Cincinnati,, one student had committed 

suicide, another student who had been found cheating was 

la~er permitted to preach at one of the religious services, 

and Dr. Morgensternts authority was being defied.,11'"/ 
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Mack assured Rosenwald no·b only that the report was 

t:r:•ue, but also that adequate measur•es were being taken to 

correct the mishaps and to discover their causes.118 

As the yemr progressed, Rosenwald began to show 

greate:t• int;erest in unifying the ·three schools of J'ude.ism$ 

orthodox, Conservative and Reform, into one. He felt that 

differences should be reconciled and ther•efore a stronger 

Judaism would be the result~ll9 

Ochs was not totally opposed to Rosenwaldts view 

that all the schools of Judaism should be supported, but 

he felt that since the Hebrew Union College stood for 

America.n Judaism, it should hold the preO.ominant position. 

Ochs asked Rosenwal4 to reconsider the matte:r• of putting 

the College on a sound :financial basis.120 

Afte1· much pressur•e put upon Rosenwald through co:r•res-

pondence and personal conferences and after Ochs had under• 

ta.ken the job of raising a Five Million Dollar Endowment 

Fund for the College, Rosenwald finally made his tremendous 

inter•est in the cause of ·the Hebrew Union College known 

by contrlbuting a gift of' $500,,000 to the institution on 

August 31,, 1928. The gift was given under the following 

conditions: 

1. That a capital fund, including 
the present endowment, be raised 
of not less than four million 

·'dollars,, ($41 0001 000) of which 
my gift is to be a part. 

2. That there be created a Temporary 
Endowment Fund :J.nto which shall 

! ', 
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be placed {a) funds newly raised, 
(b) funds already contributed by 
larger dono:t•s who are still living 
and will agree to change the terms 
o:t' their gifts , ( c) funds , if any, 
px•eviously given without restriction 
but placed by the trustees in the 
permanent trust. This · Tempora.1•y 
Endowment is to be held not in per
petuity but with the underE.rtand that 
the Trustees of the College may no·t 
only spend the income but also may 
and will set aside front ·the pr:tncipal 
no less than 3% and not more than 5% 
each year. These sums taken annually 
from the principal are to be used at 
the discretion of the trusteesj 
either for the current; expenses of 
the College for that year, or placed 
in a surplus or reserve fund to be 
drawn upon from time to ·time for 
buildings and budget needs. As much 
as posslble--a.t least three million 
dollars ($3 1 000,000)--0.f' the funds 
of the College shall be placed in 
the Temporary Endowment .. 

3. That not less than one ha.lf of this 
fund be invested in prime common 
stocks of co:rpora tions of the highest 
standing--stocks issued by houses of 
the first rating, such as J. P. Mo:t~gan, 
Lehman Brothers, Kuhn Loeb & Company, 
Goldman, Sachs & Company; and that an 
advisory committee supplementing the 
flnance committee of the College, and 
consisting of such men for example as 
Robert J"'ehman, Arthur Lehman, Howard 
Sachs.11 Mortimer Schiff be creat;ed to 
pass 1 at reasonably frequent intervals, 
upon the seauritias in which the funds 
are invested 0 

The income derived from this trust and 
that received f'rom regular sources 
should enable the college to get a 
faculty of the highest type, maintain 
good buildings and equipment and attract 
an excellent student body.. "By their 
fruits ye shall know them." These ilrn
provements in standards and students 
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should produce an institution of 
such superior• quality a.s to attract 
as years go on ever-increasing funds, 
which in turn will make possible still 
better f ecilities and greater useful
ness. Precisely as a businews house 
instead of lending its capital at a 
low rate of interest, devotes a 
portion of it to building up the 
business, so this college m1ght well 
use its capital to greatest advan• 
tage in developing to the highest 
degree its educational work. The 
improved and enlarged service thus I' 
rendered may safely be depended upon 
to produce con'l:;inued and increased 
suppor•t. J.21 

Rosenwald was highlY praised for his fine offer. He 

had manifested an interest in the inst:ttut:i,on in years past 

but none so g:c•eat as at this moment in its hi:s.tory. He had 

contributed to the construction of the Clifton Avenue cam-

pus.t to expanslon of the Library and to the erection of a 

new I1ibrary.l22 But now he had m.ade his largest offer, an 

o.ffer that was to sustain the College during 'b11e dreadful 

depression years. 

Among Jewish charities, the pet of all of Rosenwald's 

cha.I•iti.es was the Associated Charities of Chicago of wh:Lch 

he had been the honored president for many years.123 He 

donated ~~250,000 to this funa 0 124 

•· Rosenwald used to recall with fond memory an offer and 

--contribution he made to one Morris Shanedling,, of Virginia, 

Minnesota. Sha.nedling entered H.osenwald vs office on 11/lay 7th,, 

1919
1 

and saw Mr. Graves, Mr. Rosenwald•s secretary. Mr. Shan-

edling submitted evidence that on February 19 3 uno, Mr. 
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Rosenwald had given him $100 for a house of worsh:tp for 

the Congregation B•nai Ab1"aham of Virginia, Minnesota, 

and hafj promised him an additional ~pl50 when t;he bu:tldings 

and grounds were .free from debto In this way Mr. Rosen

wald promoted many building programs. Mr. Shanedling had 

a soiled and tattered subscription list which Rosenwald had 

s:1.gned ·1n two places.. He also brought the mortgage release 

and four cancelled mortgage notes 1.:'or $500 each, represent

ing the *~2 1 000 mortgage. The Cmgregation had worked for 

nine years to pay off th~t debt. Many of the payments en

dorsed on the backs of the notes were as small as $20. Mr. 

Graves knew Mre Rosenwaldts heart would be touched by such 

an act of fidelity to a trust and he asked him if he would 

step into his office and cong:r.atule:te Mr .. Shanedling .. Mr. 

Rosenwald said: 

Why that•s the man who came into 
see me with Mr .. Gatzert of Rosen
wald and Weil. 

He walked into Mr .. Graves• office and shook hands with 

Mr. Shanedling and asked: 

A:i:•en' t you the man who came to see 
me wit;h Mr .. Gatzert of Rosenwald 
and We:i.l? 

'Yes, I am the man~ 

Mr. Shanedling was greatly surprised as the interview 

had taken place more than nine years before.. Mr .. Rosenwald 

congratulated him on the success of thei.r building program 

and directed the payment of q~l5Q 41 125 
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Another means of Jewish philanthropy was Rosenwald's 

promotion of' Jewish scholarship in an essay contest he 

organized attempting to find the answer to the question of 

Judaism• s ability to adjust itself sufficiently ·to the 

modern viewpoint and environment without losing its identity. 

In other words he was attempting to find the answer to the 

fu·ture of American Judaism. The contest was announced in 

1929 and continued until 1935. The fi:r•st prize was $3,5001 

the second prize was $1, 500 and the third p:i:•ize was $11 000. 

The first prize winner was Dr .. Mordecai M. Kaplan, then 

p:i:•ofesso:i:· of Hom:i.let:tcs at the Jewish Theological Seminary 

and Head of the Teachers Institute of New York.. The re-

sult of his essay was his famed book Judaism. as a Civilization. 
~ ................. 

The second prize was awarded to Dr. Lee J~ tevinger, then 

rabbi j_n charge of the Hillel at Oh:l.o University. The 

thi.rd prize winner was Rabbi Eugene Kohn~ of Bayonne, New 

Jersey.,126 

In 1928$ Rosenwald became extremely concerned with 

the problems of anti.-semitism ln America. Evidence of his 

interest was demonstrated :ln h:ts correspondence during 

this year. In a letter to Harry Eugene Kelly of' this yeai• 1 

Rosenwald praised the Union League Club of Chicago fol" electing 

General Abel Davis to membership in the club. He criticized 

the club i'or its bigotry with rega:t>d to those who are not 

members of the Christian faith. 

In my humble oplnion the Club has been 
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disgraced by its past action, 
not only in regard to this 
candidate which is outstanding, 
but in its a.tti·tude toward re
presentative citizens just be
cause they are not of the 
Chr:l.stian faith. 

The b:T.gotry of the membership 
of this Club, which has for 
years been evidenced by this 
attitude is not one iota less 
culpable than are the bigots 
who would vote against Al Smith 
because he is a cathol:tc., 

There are a number of' representative 
Jewish citizens who mj_ght care to 
join the Unicn League Club, but 
whose self-respect would· not; perm:i.t 
them to do so as long as this con
dition of affairs exists. I believe 
the Club could only make amends 
by delibeJ:•ately inviting a number 
of such persons to become members, 
th.ereby ind:tcating thei:r• desire 
to be fair and just.127 

· Kelly did not deny .that Hosenwa.ld 1 s charges were true .. 

He considered them as the absolute truth which "i.s a blot 

on the 'scutcheon of the Club• 11 Kelly himself had a tt;empted 

to wipe out ·the bigotry :tn the club and erad:i.cate its evil 

influence. He felt that a step forward was the election of 

General Davis to mem.bership.128 

People not only sought counsel from Rosenwald in 

mone.ta.ry matters but; also in the problems of the day.. A 

- former Jew;tsh student", Ml". Haro.ld Kramer, of the University 

of Ch:l.cago w1"'ote Rosenwald, a trust;ee of the University 1 in 

1928, expressing his alarm over the displt1ys of pre;Judice 

he experienced at the University: 
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My first few days at the University 
I WRS rushed in n fraternity, but 
dr•opped like a hot potato when 1 t 
was ascertained I was Jewish., It 
was realJ;y· my first cont;act with 
tha·b sor·b of thing, because out here 
i.n the small towns of' Nebraska the 
subject never arises :i.n any way, 
shape or form, financially or s ociall;y .. 
After awhile I of course became used 
to it, end schoriled to it. 

What I cannot understand, end have 
frequently thought of' wrltlng ·bo 
you about, is how the school author
ities at the University countenance 
a continuation of the prejudice of 
the fr a terni ties., ~rhey are re ally 
encouraging it. They are teaching 
it to the young men at their most 
impressionable age. And what I 
cannot further understand is how 
you continue to add to their en• 
dowmente Don't you know about the 
s:ttuation, or, if you know about 
it;, upon what basis do you justify 
your act:i.on? Poss:i.bly the theo:r>y 
of 11 ·1.;urning .your• right cheek if 
your left one is smote." 

To me, my experiences were sad blows., 
To other young Jews, I believe it is 
likewise.. IJ,10 gentiles, it is a shame 
to start them out in life with those 
prejudices, for they have to overcome 
them to a great extent after they get 
out into t;b.e business and soc:tal 
world.,129 

Rosenwald in reply to K:r•amer pointed to the present; Pres:i.-

dential campaign of Al Smith as that instance which had 

uncovered a great number of' flagrant examples of i~eligious 

1 pre Judice ln the United States. It we.FJ this campaign wh:tch 

had also created great lnterest on Rosenwa.ld' s par•t in ·the 

problems of anti-Semitism.. Rosenwald pointed out to Kramer 

I I l 
I'. 
1. I 

! 

i 
I I 

l r 



-1.15-

that wher•eve1., one finds a large group he was bound to find 

pre judj.ce, and just because religious prejudice becr.nne 

overt during the present Presidential campaign did not; 

mean one should condemn the entire Un:tted States., 

Neither should one, by similar 
reasoning, condemn the University 
of Chicago. Whatever may be the 
feeling among certain groups in 
the student body, I am satisfied 
that the faculty and trustees do 
not entertain prejudice, contrary 
to ybur sugges·tions that "they are 
l"'eally encouraging it .. 11 

Rosenwald who was greatly concerned with ·the histor-

ici ty of' Jesus at this ti.me went on t;o tell Kramer what 

should be done to counteract 'the prejudice of the day. 

F'irst of' all the tr•uth should be spread.. Rosenwald con-

t1.n.ued by quotlng an a1 ... t:tcle from the November· issue of 

the Atlantic Monthl.,X by Robert Keeble en·titled, "The Great 

Galilean", in whlch he says: 

No man knows sufficient of the 
earthly life of Jesus to write 
a biography of him.. Por that 
mat·ter,, no one knows enough 
about h:tm for the normal Times 
obituary no·t:Lce of a great man. 
If regard were had to what we 
should cell,, in current speech, 
definitely historical facts~ 
scarcely three lines could be 
f:llled. 

Moreover, if newspapers had been 
in existence, and if that obituary 
notice had had to be written in 
the year of his death, no editor 
could have found in the literature 
of his day so much as his name. 

! : 
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We do not know, with anything 
approaching historical certainty, 
of' whom he was born, or when, or 
wh.ere; how long he lived, or how 
long he labol'."ed; and the say1ngs 
wb.1.ch are indubi i;ably his are a 
mere handful. 

The stories of his reputed re
surrection are so contradictory 
and confused that it is impossible 
to·make more than a guess at their 
true import. 

It was Rosenwald' s feeling tha·t research of this type :tf 

exposed to the public would tend to overcome· the false 

impression of the" crucifix1.on of OhrJ.s·t by the Jews. 

The other th:i.ngs which Hosenwald felt college men 
1 

should 'conatantly bear j_n mind was that all persons of 

the relig:ton to wb.ich they be·1ong were likely t.o be judged 

by their conduct and that, therefore, it.was inportant 

that young Jewish men and women at the colleges conduct 

themselves properly. 

In summar"S·, Hosenwald expressed to K1•amer the need 

for• the extension of the truth and proper conduct in orde1' 
' 

to break down prejudice.130 

In th:ts same year, 1928, , Rosenwald came acres s a lf~t tEn• 

offering positions to young men by the J'ohn B .. Wiggins Com-

:pany, who were eng1•avers, plate printers and die embossers 

in Ch:lcago. 1fi1e lei.;ter contained the following s ta te:mont---

nHowever we really have an excep~ional opportunity for 

clean-cu.t young hustlers-Gentiles, etc .. " Hosenwald felt 

this cast a :reflection upon and tended to injure to a great 

-----------------·»;.' 



extent every Jew, regardless of his ability and character. 

H.osenwald r•equestod that the company discontinue th:i.s method 

of securing help, a method which he felt discredited 

11 thousands cif reputable American c:i.t:tzens .. " 131 

The pre s1dent and manager of' the company, Ar·thur D. 

Wiggins was quick to reply11 

Regret exceecUngl·y· thfJ.t any re
flection was cast; on the Jewish 
race by mentioning the wo1"d 
0 Gentiles11 in letter which you 
refer· to. 

These letters were prepared by a 
direct mail concern ~tich we pat
ronize and wh:Lle the writer read 
over the lettc~r the meaning of 
this word really escaped our notice. 
Our fi.rm is employing at the present 
time quite a numbe:r of workers of 
the Jewish race and we have the high
est regard for their character and
abili ty.. You may be assured that 
we fully realize the :i.njusti.ce of 
.this mist;ake and will see that any · 
furthGr letters sent by our house 
in the future are mor•e carefully 
read over. 

We believe in the Golden Rule and 
are an old established engraving 
fir~ ,endeavoring to do legitimate 
business and are barring no appll
cants regardless of their race 
for any positions we have to offer.132 

president and member of the Amf.rr:i.can Jewish conuni ttee and· 

although opposed to lts policy concernine; I)ale,stine, he 

served as a member o:f the Personal .Executive Commit·tee of 

the Amari.can Jewish Ccrn:;ress.133 
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As has been shown, du:r•ing his lifetime Julius H.osenwald 

was not merely a passive benefactor.. H.e was a man of dec:tded 

and definite opinions. Before he contributed to any cause, 

he would make a thorough investigation of its merits, and 

p:ract:i.cali ty, and then would act accordingly.. He would 

never leave such investigation ·to others, l)u·t would try to 

arrive at the truth for hlmself., 

H.osenwald did not believe in ·the theory of assimilation. 

He felt that the Jews as a people, as an ethnic group., had 

e:idsted fo1• ·thousands of y<:3ars and would continue to exist; 

as such in America in ·the future" 

I cannot say what will happen to 
the Jews within the next thousand 
years. No one can. BU't as re
gards the next hundred or two 
hundred years, I fell certain the 
Jevd.sh People, including .American 
Jewry, will exist as a separate 
group. There is no danger that 
American Jewry might degenerate 
into a mere religious sect or lose 
lts cultural s:tgni:ficance 0 

·He believed that in the not too dist;ant future the com-

ing generations of American Jews were destined to undergo 

many modificat:i..ons. He felt that certain aspects of the 

life of American Jewry would undoubtedly cht:i.nge considerably 

~w:i.thin the next few generations. He did believe however that 

the;re would nev:er be a dearth of lively activity in American 

J·ewi.sh life. 

Rosenwald was very mu.ch :i.nterested in Jewish education.,. 

• i 

He was also interested in Hebrew education, not only in America, 
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but in Palestine as well. He felt that a thorough Yidd:i.sh 

and Hebrew education was essential to the normal develop ... 

ment of Jewish li.fe in America,. 

In order that American Judaism 
may develop normally, we mu.st 
take the question of Jewish 
education very ser1ously.. My 
plan for perpetuating Judaism 
in Amer1.ca is: 'If we ·take the 
question of Jewish education 
seriously, we shall have here a 
generation of serious mi.nded 
Jews; otherwise, I pity the 
leaders of the future Jewish 
generat:Lon. Jewish tradi t:1.on 
i.s something that has to be 
studied and master•ed,. 'IJIJJ.1.en the 
Jewish youth i.n America. will 
take to studyj_ng Jewish tradition 
then the permanence of Jews in 
this country shell be sssured.134 

It was Julius Rosenwald, the Jew, who throughout his 

llfetime was one of. the primary forces behind the permanence 

o:t' J·uaa.ism not only in this country but throughout the wo:t
1

ld. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

ROSENWALD AND POLITICS 

Throughout hi.s lifetime,, Julius Rosenwald was both 

active in Chicago politics as well as national politics. 

In Chicago; he served as a member of the Vice Commission 

or Conmli ttee of J:i,lfteen under the leadershlp of Mayor F'red 

.A. Busse. 'rhe work of the .commission was perhaps the most 

complete survey of the terr:tble conditions in the city 

ever made in the early part of this century. When the Co..,. 

mmissionts report was published., the Postmaster of Chicago 

closed the mails to it~ as he considered it as a dissemina-

t:ton of obscene matter,. 

1:I1he Commission was set up to :tnquire into the social 

conditions of the city.. Hundreds of i.mmigrants arrived 

at ·bhe railroad stations,, especially Dearborn, every week, 

and many of them were unable to speak English.,. In 19101 

·there· were no imm:t.grat:ton restrictions or legislation pro-

tec~ing these new arrivals.,. As a result, because of· the 

lack of protection,, several foreign girls di.sappeared frorn 

the stations which were in those days infested by har•pies, 

runners for ·cheap hotels and· peddlers of all sor~ts of vice. 
~ 

The flnd:i.ngs of the C ornmission brought a.bout an anti-vice 

crusade which did ;!Jremendous good in Chicago. 

Rosenwald was 111ter appointed a. member of the C omml ttee 

o:f Pifteen as a result of the report of the Commission.,. A 
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thorough clean-up of Ohicagots worst districts was made. 

Many crlminals were prosecuted and many red light houses 

and dives were sb.utdowne At times the police showed a 

disinclinat;j.on ·to intervene, so Mayor Har•rlson took arbitrary 

action and clo::rnd down several on his own warrant. Thus, 

evidence of police corruption appeared. 

The Committ;ee of F:tfteen was organized originally :tn 

1908 and tncorporated in 1911. Its purpose was to aid the 

public authm:oities in the enforcement of the' laws against 

pandering and to take measures calculated to prevent traffic 

in women.135 rt truly fulfilled its established purpose. 

Rosenwald in a statement to the press in 1915 at the annual 

dlnner of the Commi t·tee of Pift;een sang'· the praises of the 

C 01m11:l ttee: 

As far as vice is concerned, 
Ch:i.cago is the cleanest city 
of any large city of this 
country or of the world. This 
is primarily due to ·the work 
of the vice cormnis sion headed 
by former Dean Walter T. Sumner 
and more recently to the efforts 
of the commi tt;ee of fifteen under 
the diroctj.on of Super•intendent 
Samuel P. Thrasher 41 l36 

In 1913
9 

a great controversy developed between Rosenwald 

~and Barrett o•Har•a over the Committee• s i'lndingso In 19111 

a report was published by the Vice Commission in which was 

stated under the signature of Julius Rosenwald,, that there 

was a relationship be·tween low wages and pr•os'l;itution 1.n. 

Chicago: 
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The life of an unprotected girl 
who tries to make a living in a 
great city is full of torturing 
tempt;ations e J?irst; she faces 
the problem of living on an inad
equate wage-... six dollars a week 
:ts the average in a mercantile 
establisbmente If she were living 
at home where the mother and sister 
could help her with mending, sewing 
and washing,, where'her board would 
be amall--perhaps ,only a dollar or 
two toward the burden carried by 
the other members of the family-
where her lunch would come from the 
family larder, then her condition 
might be as, good as if she earned 
eight dollars a week. 

'l'he girl who has no home soon learns 
of 0 city poverty" all the more crue 1 
to her because of the artificial 
contraste •• Poverty becomes a menage 
and a snaree One who has not beheld 
the struggle or come in personal 
contact with the tempted soul of 'the 
underpaid glrl can never :realize what 
the poverty of the city means to her. 

one who has never seen her bravely 
fight;ing against such fearful odds 
will never understand. A day•s sick
ness and a week out of work are 
tragedies in her life$ 1l

1hey mean 
trips to the pawnbrokers, meager 
dinners, a weakened will, often a 
plunge into the abyss from which she 
so often never escapes. 

Hundreds,, if not thousands of' ,gt:r•ls 
from country towns, and those born 
in the c1.ty 

1 
but who have been thrown 

on their own resources, are compelled 
to live i.n cheap boarding or room:tng 
houses on the average wage of $6eOO. 
How do they exist on this sum? It is 
impossible to f:i.gure it out1 on a math
ematical basis. If the wage was $8.00 
a week o.nd the girl pa.id $2 .50 for her 
room, $1.00 for laundry and 60 cents 
for carafe.re, she wbuld have less than 
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50 cents l.eft at the end of· the 
week. 

That is, provided she ate 10 cent 
breakfasts, 15 cent luncheons and 
25 cent dinners. But there is no 
doubt that many girls do live on 
even $6.00 and do i.t honestly,, but 
we can affirm that they do not have 
nourishing ·food or• com.for table 
shelter 01' warm clo·thes o:r.• any 
amusement, except perhaps free pub
lic dances,, without outaide help, 
ei th.er fr•om charity in the shape 
of girlst clubs or friends in the 
country home. How can she possibly 
exist, to say nothing of liveY 

Is it any wonder· that a tempted girl 
who receives only $6.00 a week work
ing with her hands,, sells her body 
for })µ25.00 a week, when she learns 
that there is a demand for it and 
men are willing to pay the price? 
On the one hand her employe:r.' demands 
honesty, faithfulness and a clean 
and neat appearance, and for all this 
he contributes from his profits an 
average of $6.00 for every week~ 

Her honesty alone is worth his inade
quate wage, disregarding the consider
ation of her efficiency. In the sad 
life of pI•ost1. tut ion,, on the other• 
hand, we· find he1~e tr1e employer, de
mandlng the surrender of' he1~ virtue~ 
pays her an average of $25.00 e week. 

Which employer• wins the half-st arvod 
child to his side in this unequal 
battle? rt would be unjust, however, 
to cast any reflection upon those 
girls who are brave and pure by in:tim .. 
atlng that because they earn so small 
a wage that they must necessarily be 
in the same class with those other gi:r·ls 
who, unable to survive longer the hero:tc 
be.ttle against poverty and self sacrifi.ce, 
have succumbed and gone do~n. 

Rosenwald was subpoened by Barrett O'Hara, the chairman 
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01' the senator•ial committee of the general assembly appointed 

and by virtue of Senate Resolution No. 25 1 to appear on 

March 7
11 

1913
1 

at 10 a.m. 1.n the East Room of the Hotel 

LaSalle of Chicago, in order to testify ar~ give evidence 

in a certain investigation now pending and undetermined 

before the se.::td Committee to inquire into the pr•eva.lence 

of pandering, thE> illegal trai'f ic in women commonly known 
~: .. 
I as Whi.te Slavel".Y"• It was before this Committee that Rosen-

wa.ld after further investigation, reversed his v:1.ews con

cernlng the relationship between low wages and prost;i tution.13r1 

I would say there was practically 
no connection between low wages 
and pros ti i;ution. I believe ~~5 
is enough for a girl to live on 
provided she lives at home and 
contributes her ~~5 to help support 
·the family. This is on the assumption 
that ·the girl :ts 16 years old or• under@ 
If she does not; live at home she could 
be honest and live on $8 a week. I 
don•t believe there is any connection 
between wages and prostitution. I be
lieve most of the girls who come from 
the proper• home environment and become 
prostitutes are jus·t as likely to fall 
at $8 y.P or $8 down as ~~10 up or $10 
down 1111 138 

Rosenwald was very much opposed to the meithods used by 

this Commission tn that he felt., they were not seeking out 

the truth but were m9re interested in seeking notoriety. 

He fel·t that the Conrrnission began with preconcEdved not;:i.ons 

and opini.ons and then sought to distort and limit the 

evidence to bolster up ·their unfounded convictions o 

In h:i.s testimony Rosenwald showed that Sea:r•s,, Roebuck 

l 
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and Company employed 3,267 women at an average wage of' 

$10.30 per week, with a minimum wage of $8.00 a week .. Yet 

·the Commission was more concerned with the fact that the 

company employed a nttmber of beginners or apprentices, 

girls of seventeen years or under at a graduated salary 

ci:f.' from $5 to $8 a week.. Thus, the main emphas1.s of this 

commission was put upon the fact that 119 minor fifteen and 

sixteen year-old apprentices were en~loyed at $5 per week. 

Evidence was presented to the Conmlission by two 

ex-employees who had left Sears a year prior to the hear•lng 

and whose testtmony which Rosenwald considered to be biased, 

incomplete and untrue was admitted by the commissione 

~rhe commission did not seem to be interested in the 

fact that more than 1 1 000 women employees had sav:i.ngs 

accounts,, that Sears employed a corp of tralned nurses and 

physicians to take care of the sick and visit them :i.n their 

homes, and that the company had women whose duty it was to 

advise and instx•uct the younger girls and inculcate in them 

tb.eorie'~ and practices of right living and r•ight thinking& 

In the face of all of this evidence, tb.e commission 

still laid stress upon the 119 apprentices who were earning 

$5.. All of the favorable testimony that Rosenwald gave 

and the fact that he brought the company's pay roll showing 

the wages of each and everyone of 4, 700 women err.Lployees, the 

fact that the standards of wages for women was higher than 

any in Ch1..cago for like work,, and that the moral and ph;ysical 

'l'T 

' 
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conditions surround:i.ng the employees was pronounced by 

competent state j_nspectol:>S to be of the very best, all 

of ·bhJ.s was s·bricken from the records of the hearing by 

Barrett o•Rara.139 

Extr<:imely angry, Rosenwald wrcte to President Woodrow 

Wilson concerning this matter: 

In my opinion the T..1ieutene.nt
Governor is not in the least 
interes'bed in the questiion of 
the m1.nimum wage, except as it 
aff'ec·l;s his political ambition 
and the use hB can make of it 
to gain votes •. I say thi~ with
out the slightest desire to in-
jure him in anyway, but I con
scientiously believe that he has 
done more to injure the good name 
of tbs women of this country than 
any man has ever done or probably 
will ever do~ He hes led tbs 
women wage earners of' this country 
to beU.eve that they are just'ified 
in leading an immoral life if they 
do not earn e certain wage. He has 
given. the mothers of these young 
woman justification for condoning 
immorality 1.n them for the same 
reason. His object in connecting 
the question of wages and vice was 
to br:l.ng about a sensation which 
would have been lacking had he 
·tried to urge the minimum wage 
after the same manner that Massachu
setts and Wisconsin have done. I 
sincerely hope that he will have no 
encouragement from you along these 
lines. 

I make bold to state ·that no one 
in this country is more desirous 
for justice to the wage earner 
than the writer, nor is anyone 
willing to do more to bring about 
th:ts conditlon along lines that 
will :i..n the long run serve that end,, 
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but I earnestly condemn the basis 
upon which this investj_gation is 
being made, since to my mind it 
is most harmful to the good name 
of thB women of this nation.140 

Hosenwa.ld at;tacked this commission as insincere and 

inefficient and was later• attacked by Barrett O'Hara. In 

a Foul"th of' J\.tly address at Armington, Illino:l.s, in wh1.ch 

O t Hara refe:n•ed to ·t.he work of the Illinois Wh:l. te Slave 

Commission and the need for a minimum wage law. He named 

John M .. Glenn and Rosenwald as the two men responsible for 

the legislature's failure to pass th~i.s law at the last 

assembly: 

1.rhe man who accurnule:tes an ex .... 
orbitEmt annuf3.l profit and pt:iys 
the lowliest of his woPkers less 
than they can live on respectably 
can find no excuse in any religion,, 
in any philosophy, or in any doc·t
rine of social rights to ease his· 
oonscience--not even Jul:tus Rosen
wald., 

1rh:i.s gentleman, J"ulius nosenwald, 
attacks me as insincere, unscientific 
and a boy. My reply to him is to 
reason that the laborer viho aids to 
make an annual profit of $7,000,000 
is not worthy of a livelihood, then 
I should consider it a crime to be 
scientific. I had rather.a.than to 
make $7,000 1 000 a year through the 
payment; of less than a 11.ving wage 
to working girls and women, as does 
Julius Rosenwald ...... 111 141 

Yet with all the animosity between Barrett o•Hara and 

Julius Rosenwald wh:i.ch was exposed by the press as a result 

of this hearing, O'Hara expressed a fondness for the man 
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which he displayed in a letter to Mrs. J(~rome Prank :Ln 

1934,; two yeara after the death o:f the great mogul: 

r:L1he testimony that he gave 
att:racted wide publicity and 
I think Mr. Rosenwald was very 
sensit:tve of, and hurt by the 
resultant criticism@ His news
paper, the Chicago Inter Ocean, 
was thereafter not very friendly 
to the Co:mmiss:lon or to me,, but 
on the few occasions on which I 
met Mr .. H.osenwald afte:i::•wards, he 
was pleasant., courteous, and even 
affable, and gave no indication 
of harboring a feeling of resent
ment. 

I have always believed that Mr, 
Hosenwald was naturally kindly of 
heart. He was at his prime in a 
period of rugged individualism 
carried too far by the ten recog
nized rules of good business that 
were not always considerate of the 
:d.ghts and plight of humanity.. He 
did possess a social sense, his 
impulses were generous, and divorced 
from what he regarded as the require
ments of his business I believe he 
gave himself to these impulses 0 142 

Conflict developed be·tween Hosenwald and Henry Ford in 
. .. .. '{; 

1923 when an article appeared in the Dearborn Inde:pe:qq~~'!!,, 

Ford's newspaper, stating that Rosenwald had encouraged the 

Negro exodus from the South to Chicago during the World War. 

It went on to say that the leaders of the migration11 going 

to RosE-mwald for• help" were sold 5000 pieces of property on 

Grand Blvd, Prairie Avenuejl and similar' streets on an initial 

payment of $50, and were permitted to move :tn after making 

the first payment& It asserted that this practice and the 

losses of' the older owners were among th.E-) causes of the 
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Chicago race riot that 11 flamed out :i.n 1919 .. " 

1J.1he Inde;e~~ went on to say that the tide of white 

dispossession began to flow after the riot with indications 

that it had strong support fr•om "Jewish men of wealth" and 

that Negroes were encour.aged to go into politics., 

Fu1"thermor•e, the Independent claimed that vice resorts 

. and gambling dens, under Negro supervision,, sprang up and 

when called to Chlef of Police F'itzmorP:ts r attention_, the 

aid of good c:i.tlzenswas asked.. Wher•eupon Rosenwald organized 

the Committee of Pl.fteen with himself as Chairman., According 

to the Independent, the Committee reported there was no vice; -
and held its first meeting to curb vice on money furnished by 

the chief only after the Juvenile Protective Association 

investigations had made reports which caused Judge McKinley 

to submit them to the grand jury.143 

On February 16 3 1923$ a statement was publish~d by 

the Committee of F:J.fteen challenging the incorrect attack 

made in The De_~r~~rn -~-:J:'!dependent.. Every assertion made by 

the article was clearly refutea~l44 

As a result of' ·the Russian government 1 s refusal to 

issue a passport to Oscar Straus, United States Minister 

to ~~u:r.•key in 1911$ because he was a Jew 1 Rosenwald took a 

prominent part in the agitation against thB passport policy 

of the czar· of Russia.145 He and Louis Marshall were 

appointed to a committee to endeavor to have the platforms 

, 01' the Republican and Democratic parties of 1912 contain 
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planks approving the abrogation of the United States commer

cial treaty of 1832 with Russia and containing the pro

nounceme11t that no trea·ty would be entered lnto wi·bh any 

country which dld not guarantee to all American citizens, 

regardless of race or creed, equal trea·bment, and which 

did not recogn:t.ze the .American doctrine of expatr1 iation.,146 

~L1he plank as phrased by H.osenwald and Marshall read: 

The proceedings taken by the 
President and Congress for the 
term1.nat:ton of the Russian Treaty 
of 1832 1 are heartily approved,, 
as an impressive assertion of the 
equal:t ty of all American c :t tizens,. 
Henceforth, all treaties with 
foreign powers, to which our Govern
ment shall become a party, must ex
pressly stipulate for the abaolute 
right of expatriation., and against 
all discrimination wha:bsoever, among 
our titizens, regardless of race, 
creed, or previous allegiance. 

r11he President had resolved ·that Russia be notified 

of the termlnatlon of t;he treaty in the year precedj.ng the 

fo:r•mulation of this plank. Congress had passed this re-

solution and Rosenwald and Marshall had made their bid for 

a voice :l.n the P:r•esi.dential campaign in 1912.147 

Rosenwaldts voice was not only heard concerning the 

preceding matter but also in a mat;ter of vital impol"tance 

in Amer:l.can policy. This was the Dillinghsm•Burnett Im.mi-

gration bill of 1912. With:!.n the bill, there appeared a 

. lite:r•acy test pr•ovision designed to bar from this count:t."Y 

aliens who could not read. Rosenwald and a committee of the 

American J"ewish Committee involving himself, Lou:ts Marshall 
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and H.arry cutler phrased the following letter to President 

Taft on October 23, 1912: 

The undersigned constltute a 
a connnittee, representing a 
large body of citizens who are 
convinced of the desirabillty 
of' a liberal immigration policy, 
and who are s·trongly opposed 
to the so-called literacy test 
which has for some time been urged 
by those who favor a restrictive 
imm:t.gration pol.icy. The advocates 
of such legislation propose, with 
certaln exceptions which are unim
portant, that no immigrant shall be 
admitted to the United States who 
is unable to read and write in some 
language or dialect. 

While we. are firmly of the opinion,, 
that our immigration laws should 
exclude all aliens who have a cr•iminal 
record or who had led immoral live~1, 
a.s well as those who are insane or 
affected by a contagious or incurable 
d:lsease, or wb.o are likely to become 
public charges, or who are opposed to 

·our principles of goyernment, we ar•e 
equally convinced that it would be a 
great misfortune to this country, as 
well as an act of lnjus.t;ice, if 5.mmi"" 
grants sound in mind and in body, and 
morally unobjectionable, should be 
excluded merely because of their inabil .. 
ity to read and wri·te., While a literacy 
test is undoubtedly justifiable in our 
naturalization laws, it is utterly mean
ingless :i.n an immigration act. 

At the present moment, this country is 
suffering from a dearth of laborers& 
The adoption of the literacy test would 
still further dlminish the needed supply 
of labor. If such a prohibition had 
existed in our past histo1~y, our material 
development would have been greatly hamper
ed. The children of illiterate aliens 
attend our public schools, and :l.n a very 
short time are as loyal in their Americanism 

I:: 

I 
r 



... 132-

as are the descendants of our 
older and more educated popula-

tione 
If there ls to be any discr1.min.-
at ion among those who migrate to 
this country, it should certainly 
not be based on a literacy test. 
It is well know that some of our 
most undesirable immigrants are to 
be round among those who are well 
educated. A man who comes here 
prepared to work and to build up 
our resources is deserving of a 
hearty welcome and should not be 
made the subject cif adverse legis-

lation. 
We enclose a pamphlet conteJ.ning · 
expressions of many prominent men 31 

indicative of their views on this 
topice We cell special attention 
to the fallowing exce1~pt from an 
address delivered by Hon. Charles 
Nagel, secretary of commerce and 
Labor, on Jarrnary 18 9 1911; "I am 
on record as being unqualifiedly 
opposed to the literacy test ••• I 
care more for the sound body and 
the sound m1nd and the straight 
look out of the eye and the ability 
and willingness to work as a test, 
than for e.ny other test that can be 
given.. I have been asked whether 
1115.teracy stands :tn the way of 
assimilation. I say unqualifiedly 
in my opinion it does not." 

we also take the liberty of calling 
your attention to the remarks of 
President Cleveland in his message 
of March 2, 1.897, which vetoed 
legislation similar to that now 
proposed, and to the views of ex.
president Eliot of narvard Univer
sity and of Prestdent Shur•mm:1 of 
Cornell University, all of whom, 
i.n common with many others have 
characterized the so-celled literacy 
test., as unsound in princi.ple.. These 
we supplement wi'lih a copy of Memorial 

.\ 
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and Resolutions adopted at a 
me~)ting held a'lj Cooper Union 
several months ago, to consider 
the proposed plan of restriction. 

If you can, consi.stently wl th yotu• 
convictions,, give public expression 
of ·,y·our views on this important 
topi.c, we can as sure you, tha·t they 
would be de(~med time 1:y by a large 
body of good citizens, who as such, 
are vitally concerned in the per
petuatlon of the policy which. has 
th.us far proved a national blessing.148 

rt i~~ likely that as a result of th:ls letter, Taft in 

a.ddressing a 1.:iolish C allege in carnbrid,geSpr1.ngs,, Pennsylvania, 

on October 26, 1912, concluded his speech with these words: 

I cannot close without some refer
ence to the question of' immigration 
and the attitude that ought to be 
taken by the lovers of our country .. 
I am one of those who believe that 
America is sree.tly better 1.n her 
present condition, and will have 
still greater advantage in the future~ 
because of the infusion :tnto our bo4y, 
political and social, of the sturdy 
peasantry and the better educated 
classes who have come to us from the 
nations of Europe.149 

In Pebruary, 191.3, Taft gave Rosenwald and Marshall a 

hear•ing in opposit:l.on to the immigrat:Lon bi.11.150 At a 

three hour hearing before Taft, of. the opponents of the 

immigration bill, Judge Harry Olson of Chic.ago spoke against; 

the literacy test as inevitably drawlng imn1:tgr£\tion from 

large European c:1.ties and not from agri.cultural commun:t. ties., 

1
:eaft listened to these protests in the East room of ·t;he 

White House, where he sat at a large table stacked with 
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books and papers o He told thN·Je appearing that he was 

virtually sitting es a judge., He also told them that the 

burden of proof was upon them, and that :tt would take 

strong inducement for an Executive to override both houses 

of Congress 0 15l 

Finally on February 141 1913, Taft took Executive 

action upon the bill and vetoed it late in the afternoon. 

The veto was due to the Pres:ldentrs opposition to the· 

li t(.7racy test provision designed to bar aliens who could 

not read. The President based his veto on the view of 

Charles Nagel, the Secretary of C ommer•ce and Labor, who had 

be<:)n opposed to the measure at ev-ery 8tage., It was Nagel• s 

opposition to the bill that Rosenwald spelled out; to th.e 

President in deta11.152 

Yet the President's veto was not without; a request by 

Ta.f't f'ol" Rosenwald' s poll tical support. On September 7, 

1912,, Taft wrote Rosenwald requesting that he support and 

ass:tst in his campaign for the Presidential of'.f':i.ce. '.l'hus,, 

there was a. method to rrart 1 s machinations 1153 

Rosenwald,, a frlend of Presidents of the United States 

throughout hts lifetime, held a great adm:i.ra ti on fo1• Herber·t 

Hoover., It was Hoover fo:t" whom ho campaigned vigorously, in 

order that he m:J..ght secure the Presidency., In a lette1• from 

James w. Good,Hooveris Western Campaign manage1", Rosenwald 

was requested to serve as the link between the Jews and 

Hoover: 
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It is our desire to have a •• o.man 
to work with the Jewish group. I 
would 11.ke to have a man with good 
standing and personal:i.'ty who could 
command ·the respect of Jewish people 
and could give a goodly portion of 
his time from now on until election 
dey to the cause. 

I e.m enlisting the support of quite 
a number of outstanding men who w1.ll 
devote their time to the campaign 
without compensation. At best a 
politi.cal campaign is expensive?. It 
becomes more ex.pensive if everybody 
who does some wor•k i.s paid for :it, 
so I am asking quite a number to make 
some sacrifi.ce and to render a shor·t 
of quasi public service to the end 
the:t we may elect Herbert Hoover as 
our ne:.Kt President !J) 

In talking this matter over with Mr. 
Hoover he suggested that I get in touch 
w:tth you, thi.nki.ng that you could put 
me in contact with the right kind of 
man for the position we desire to r111.154 

H.osenwald was the man.. He served as the link between 

Hoover and the Jews. It was he who campaigned ardently for 

the soon to be elected President. Hosenwald contributed a 

total of $50
1
000 to the Hoov-er carnpaign,,155 It was because 

of Rosenwald ts generous contributions that the Republican 

National Committee of. 1928 was able to close its books with-

out a deficit.. rt was his willingness to accept every assign

ment and to produce results th.Ht lnspired others to do their 

share 0 156 

1
rhe catholic clergy resented such an eno:r.•mous pledge by 

Rosenwi-;i.ld to the man opposing Al Sm:i.th,, a cathollc, for the 

PresJ.dency.. They resented :i.t because religion had become an 

• ! 
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They even built the amount of' his 
issue in the campaign .. 

contribution up to a sum. of ~~100,,.000.. In their eyes, 

Rosenwald's contribution of $50 1 000 was plain evidence 

that the sympathies of Sears, Roebuck and Company were 

clearly on tr.1.e side of' bigotry. 'l'herefore, as a hos·tile 

measure they threatened to boycot;t the new Sear' s store 

1n st. Paul, for it was their feeling ·thi:'\t support of 

Hoover demonstre.ted Rosen:wald 1 s utter lack of' ·tact: and 

business' ability., 15rl 

This letter was :tmmodiately brought to the attention 

bf cardinal Mundelein of Chicago, and the boycott was put 

downel58 
Yet; this was only one among many letters Rosen:wald 

received because of };lls support of' Hoover as opposed to 

Smi'l:;h.. Throughout the country many catholics were enre.ged 

A le·tter :Crom Mrs. Martha Bannon, of 
by h1s action., 
Cresson., Pennsylvania.,, ·to Rosenwald spoke of her discontin.

u:tng her patronage of the Sears Philadelphia Store,. Hosen

weld' s reply to her demoni:-itrated his whole-hearted support 

of Eoover for the Presidency: 

I yield to no one in my regard 
and even affection fol" the Honor
able Alfred E. Smith.. He has 
rendered his state a great service 
and given his country a fine ex
ample of what the patriotic public 
servant should be,. 

Nevertheless I have for• some years 
considered Herbert Hoover to be 
the best equipped person for the 

\ 
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office of president whom I have 
ever knowQ. Two close friends 
of mine were candidates for the 
nomination, Mr. Lowden and Mro 
Dawesa But if my own son had 
been a candidate, I should have 
still considered my duty to my 
country· to outweigh any obligation 
of either friendship or filial de
votion. Believing as I did, I 
would have been derelict had I not 
done everything in my power to c 
further Mr. Hoover's eleotion.15J 

In correspondence with 0th.ors who wrote hj.m concerning 

his support of Hoover's campaign, -Ho::ienwald made his position 

quite clear: 

No one could possibly more more de
sirous for the welfare of tbs farmer 
than I am. Practically all that I 
possess is to a considerable degree 
dep0ndent upon his prosperity, and 
I am s:tncorely convinc(~d that Mr. 
Hoover, with his intelligence and 
ability, will do mo~e for the farmer, 
ten times over, than Mr. Snrl:th :re
gardless of any promises the lat;ter 
might make. 

1rhere :i.s no man in the world whom I 
have- .evei•: known who~ .. ls mor•e anxious 
to help ·t;hose who are in need of 
intelligent direction than Mr .. Hoover~ 
He has demonstrated this many times.160 

'I1he Sears, Hoebuck ·advertising staff never took it upon 

themselves to advor·tise in any type of reli.gious publication,. 

Because of Rosenwald'. s su:;..1pori.; of Hoover and the Christ:tan ~_....,... ......... 

~~le;Q~~ ,Moni.tor:' ~backing of' th:i.s candidate, the newspaper 

approached Rosenwald declaring the:)ir political views and 

requesting that a change of policy be made, with regard to 

a.dvePtising.. Rosenwald complied with their wishes and 
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suggested to the advertising staff of Sears that the Monitor 

not l?e regarded as a "church paper,. 11 He recommended the 

newspaper as a good medium for advortising,,,161 

The g_h1.c~£. _Dai.ll •. ll~,, well aware of Rosenwald 1 s 

activ:i.ti.es in the Hoove:r• campaign.., requested a statement 

from hi:m with regar>d to the p:Pohibition issue at stake in 

the Presidential Campaign.,162 Rosenwald answer·ed their 

request with these words: 

I consider the position taken by 
Mre Hoover on Prohibition, as 
announced in his speech of accept
ance, as both commendable and un
assailable. Prohibition is a 
question upon which there is such 
a divergency of opinion that I can 
conceive of no one who would have 
the temerlty to attempt now to pass 
:f ina 1 judgment upon it. 1r 0 me ti it 
is both an economic and social prob
lem, intimately associated with the 
material and spiritual well-being 
of our people, and as such, it de
mands the most serious consideration 
and investigation .. rather than hasty 
and pe:r>haps ill-advised attempts e.t 
solution.., Our ind:i.vidual thought 
and opinion in the matter largely 
depend upon our personal observations 
and e:xper ience s-s o, as :i.nd 1 vidua ls, we 
quite natu1"'ally approach any discussior.i 
of 1.t from various viewpo:lnts and hence 
arrive at different conclusi.ons. 

But whatever our views may be on the 
subject, the fact remains that Pro'
hi.bition was enacted into laiµ by the 
deliberate will of the people. TbBy 
alone are responsible, and they alone 
can effect either the repeal of the 
law or its amendmc?nt. And until such 
tj.me as public sentiment is so thor
oughly aroused and in favor of' either 
the repeal or modification of the 18th 
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Amendment, or of the Volstead En
forcement Law, as to proceed to 
accomplish this in tbs regular 
manner praescri'bed by the Pederal 
Constitution, Mr. Hooverts position 
is absolutel-y sound. 

r.rhe conventions of both the Republican 
and Democratic pa.rt1es adopted a p1.nnk 
in their respective platforms pledgi.ng 
law enforcement, but did not make Pro
hibition an issue in the campaign.. As 
an issue, it has been injected into the 
campaign by Governor Smithts advocacy 
of a modification of the Volstead Law 
and a reconsideration of the Constitutional 
Amendment. He proposes a modification t;hat 
will permit each state to fix the alcoholic 
content and to regulate the in.a.nufacture, 
sale and distribution of intoxicating 
liquors within its bo1"ders. A dangerous 
adventure and experiment, that in my judg
ment would be productive of perhaps 
greater evils than now exist, owing 
to the confusion and multiplicity of 
laws in the varlous states and the 
futile attempt to enfo:r•ce them,. My 
feeling is that th.0 cure he proposes 
would be worse than the disease, if 
as such we are inclined to consider 
it. His advocacy of modification, 
however, makes Prohibition, especlally 
in ·t;he :minds of the ardent "wets," t;he 
pa:t>amount is sue, which is regretable, 
because there are other issues of so 
much grea·ber impor·tance to the interests 
of the people and the welfare of the 
nationl Since it is an issue, however, 
it is pertinent to consider Mr. Hoover's 
attitude toward it. 

He does not keep us in the dark. With 
characteristic candor, he meets the 
:tssue squarely. The 18th Amendment 
is an integral part of our Federal 
Constitution,, the integrity of' which 
must be preserved at all hazards. 
W1.thout equivocation or subterfuge, 
he said in his acceptance speech-~ 
"I do not favor a repeal of the 18th 
Amendment. I stand for tho efficlent 
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enforcement of the laws enacted 
thereunder. Whoever is chosen 
president has under his oath, the 
solemn duty to pursue thj_s course. 
Our country has deliberately under
·taken a great sod.al and economic 
experiment, noble in motive and 
far reaching in purpose. It must 
be worked out constructively .. " 
His position ·then, so far as repeal 
is concerned, ls definite s.nd cer-
tain .. 

On the subject of modi.fication, he 
says, 11 Change in the Constitution 
can and must be brought about only 
by st·reJ.ghtforward methods prov:i.ded 
by the' ConsM.tution itself.. There 
are those who do not believe in the 
purposes of several provisions of 
the Constitution. No one denies their 
r•ight to seek to amend tt.. But the 
Hepubl:tcan party does deny the right 
of any one to seek to destroy the Gon-
sti tution by :i.ndirection." 

On the subject of modification,, there
fore,, he is equally def1.nite, and on 
this subject I cannot; see how any one 
can take issue with him. If I oorrect
ly :tnterpret his attitude, it is this. 
He regards Prohibition Law, or in fact 
any other measure inaugurated by the 
deliberate will of the people,,-
des1.gned to promote their social and 
economic welfare-as he so e.ptJ.y puts 
it,, 11 An experiment, noble and f'ar
reaching in purpose,, 11 -eminently worthy 
of a fair trial. Terming it an exper
iment:» he is not satisfied that it has 
had a fair trial. Acknowledging as he 
does that grave abuses have accompanied 
the efforts to enfOl.'Ce the Jaw, he 
nevertheless does not permit this to 
stampede him lnto a premature suggestion 
for modification.. Progressive though 
he is, he does not believe in tearing 
down until he is prepared to recon
struct. He has not yet arrived at the 
oone.lusion that because certain evils 
exist and c·rimes occurred, Prohibi.tion 
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:ta the cause and the ref ore a 
fai·lure.. His trainlng and his 
a.t·\;itu.de w:i.th respect to prob
lems involved in all important 
matters are well known. He 
takes nothing for granted. He 
invest:tga:t;es,, assembles data, 
considers essential facts; then 
evolves a plan and executes :tt~ 
Mr. Hoover, being :tntellectua.1.l'Y 
honestand fearless, will if elected 
president, approach the solution 
of the prohibition question as well 
as other governmental problems in a 
conscient:tous and painstaking manner 
and with an open. mind. And if the 
time shou.ld come,, when in hiS best 

·. ''"' \ :judginent, the interests of the people 
cam be promoted by mod if icat:i.on,, I 
am satisfied he will not hesitate 
to announce hiS v·iews and make proper 
recommendation to congress. This, 
then is my appraisal of Mr .. Hoover's 
a:ttltude on the question, with which 
I find myself in heo.r·t·y accord .. 

It has been my privilege ·to know Mr. 
Hoov-er for many years.. I worked with 
him in the course of my off icia1 
duties in washlngton during the we.:r., 
and I was in intimate contact with 
him fo1~ severe.lmonths, during the 
second Industrial Conference appointe.d 
by the late presiden·t va1son.. From 
thiS personal e.cquain:te.nce, 1::'l.nd from 
my observation of his activi.ties, 1 
have come ·to know his deep sympathy 
for those in distress, and 'b.is ab1J .. 1t·y 
to meet and solve greo:t nati.on.al prob
lems. liiS record s.s an admini.strator 
in relief work during ·l:;he darl~ days 
of the world war' is e. story of hume.n:l. t-

. ari.e.n achievement$ known ·the world over e 

His ready and effective response to 
the call of duty in t;he relief and rehab-
ilitation of th~ Mississippi flooded 
area$ is also well known. His contrib
ution, during the past seven yea1•s, as 
a member of president Coolidge's ca'binet, 
to the st.abilizing and up'building of in-
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dustry, the welfare of the workers, 
and the solution of the many vexed 
problems of state that came unde1• 
hifJ jurisd1.ct:ton, exceeds estimate 
or due appreciation, 

A statesman, an organizer, an admin
istrator of large affairs, and a 
h\nnanitarian-such is the man whom 
the Republ:tcan party recommends to 
the people as their next president.,, 
Fortunate :i..ndeed the nation that 
has a men possessing in such full 
measu:r.•e ·the essent:i.al qualificatlon:::i 
for this high offlce-who awaits the 
cE1ll to ser•ve hj.s countrymen"' 

Everything considered,, I believe l\/Ir"' 
Hoover to be the best; equipped man 
ever nominated by any party at any 
time for Presldent of the ·united 
ste,tes.,,163 

Rosenwald went on rad:i.o on octobel' 2? 1 1928 asking 

America to support the man whom he favored for the Presidency. 

He spoke of Hoover• as a man who "by training and experience" 

is a. leader.. He regarded him a.s :fitted for tho Presidency 

more than any man of that generation: 

I know of no man a.t present in public 
life who has displayed such extra.
ordinary vision in dealing with 
marry stupendous and wholly novel 
problems, c:r•u.clally affecting human 
welfare. Nor do I know of any man, 
who 

1 
with ldealism lil~e Hoover's 

has also his capacity for trans
lating ideals into successful 
practice..... · 

On November• six:th-we must; choose be
tween the Democratic party - its 
polid.es and its candida:te .. and 
the Republican party - its pol:i.cies and 
its candidat;e., I am fo:r: that leadEH' -
who, because of his unblemished 
cb.a1~Bcter - he great executive and 

• I 
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., 
admird.str•a tive ability,, (tried 
in the crucible of many emer
gencies) - because of his temper
ment end training - because of his 
profound understancUng of the 
problems that demand solution ~ 
and :.f.inally because of' h:ts broad 
hu.man1.tarian:tsm }1nd deep conceI'n 
for tbs well-being of his fellow 
citiz.ens - I AM UlKlUALIFIEDLY lilOR 
HERBFmT HOOVBR,, the man whom I 
regard as the best equipped candi
date ever named by any party for. 
President of the United States.lb4 

Hoover was elected, and Rosenwald was offer•ed e. Cabinet 

position as Secretary of C ornmerce,, but because of rel:l.gioufJ 

pressure, the poslt1.on was not filled by the greet Jewish 

ph1lanthropist. Although Rosenwald had been notified by 

Leo Sa.ck of the u., S.Press Gallery hls unofficial agent 

for the posltion of the possib:tli ty of prejudice :i.n his 

being considered for the appointment, he c ontiinued to a.fi'irm 

Hoover's fine qualities: 

Your inforrnatlon in regard to my 
hav::i.ng been offered· a cabinet 
place is without founde.tion, but 
this only confirms my judgment 
about Mr. Hooveris rare ability, 
end his desire to get tbs best 
possible men for ·the jobs he has 
to offe:t'.. Fo.r my part~ r am not 
the slightest degree interested 
whether he appoints Jews or non
Jews, because I am convinced he has 
no more prejudice against a men · 
because he is a Jew than you or I 

16r:: have. 0 

Following Rosenwald's involvement in pol:ttics on 

tbs National level, he became a principal character in a 

sce.ndal enveloping politics on a statewide level.. He was 

I I 
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implicated as the guilty party in a bribery case in Illin-

ois involving Frank L. Smith who ran for the Senate in 

1926. Smith had been found guilty in times past of corrupt 

dealings in Illinois pol:l.tics.. As a member of the Commerce 

C om.rniss:i.on he had :i:•ecei ved gifts from out; side sourcH~S for 

acts performed.. He was also Preident of' his own bank. It 

was Samuel rnsull whose util:l;ty interests had been ntreated 

fe.vorably11 by Smith on the Commerce Commission who "bought" 

Smith into the 1926 campaign.. It was H.osenwald who tried 

to 11 buy11 him out of it. 

The offe1, ma.de by Rosenwald to Smith of $555 1 000 

to quit the Senate race was divulged by Smith to the Ohice.gg, 

Tribune in. 1931. It was this Ewandal, with its tremendous 

p:t•essure upon the mllllonai:re phllanthropist, that has been 

considered as a gres:li contributing factor to Hosenwald 1 s 

dee:th. 
In an open letter to Professor c. H. Wooddy, author 

of the book, IJ~h<:;_ ..9 a.se. oi~ Frank Smitq, wh:t.ch was financed by 

.B.osenwald, Smith asserted that between the primary and the 

election of 1926, J'ulius Rosenwald offered him stock in 

Sears, Roebuck and Company., then worth ~~555,000 to withdraw 

from the Republican nomlnettion. Rosenwald was supporting 

Hugh s. Magill,, an independent Hepublican cHn.didate against 

Smith and George E. Brennan, the Democratic nominee. 

Lessing Hosenwald, nosenwald' s son, spoke for his 

a.:tllng fat;her at this tragic moment,, stating that the members 
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of h:i.s famlly were unwilling to bring th:ls matter• to hls 

attention at this time. Rosenwald had been confined to 

h:ts bed for· four months prior to th:ts incident /1 and his 

doctor• refused to allow him to comment on this coil'tJ:•oversial 

issue. 

'.l'he letter• to ·the 2]}icaf!?O '11 rJbun~ hinged 6n the para

graph in Wooddy•s book which spoke of Rosenwald•s urging 

Smith to withdraw from the campaign. Smith stated that 

the book was :i.ncorrect in that it did not conclude as it 

f':i.nal chapter~ Rosenwald' s alleged off'er., 166 

Since Rosenwald was une.ble to defend himself :tn this 

matter because of the severity of his illness, his close 

friends came to his defense. His friends did not deny the 

truth of the br:i.be:r•y, but stated that Rosenwald at;tempted 

only what he thought; would be the bost thing for Illinois-

to save it from the shame of witnessing the rejection of 

a man it had elected to the senate. For that reason he 

offered Smith what he considered re:tmbursement for the costs 

of the expensive primary battle he had been through and the 

heavy obligations already incur•red fo1~ the election campa:i.gn 

then well advanced. 

Hosenwald' s friends pointed out that Rosenwald' s attitude 

was reflected in Professor Wooddy•s book, the distribution 

of which by Rosenwald 1.rr:l.tated Smith into addressing a.n open 

letter to the author asking why he had no·t told of the offer. 

Professor Wooddy phrased the offer in the book about Smith 

\ 

\I 



. ' 
-146-

in the following manner: 

The initiative in this case was 
·baken by Mr .. HosenwalduuMr. 
Rosenwald arranged an interview 
with him and urged strongly that 
Smith abandon his candidacy on 
ter•ms wh:i.ch would fully ~1af'e
guar·d him from loss incurred by 
thB dffort and expense already 
j_nvested in the campaign. 

It was believed at the time of this controversy that; 

Professor Wooddy had been told the complete stor•y of ·the 

discussion between R.osenwald and Sm:i.th but had declined 

to comment because o:f Rosenwald's s:Llence due to illness .. 

During the period of the offer· in H)26 Rosenwald 

had visited President Coolidge and upon his return he aeid 

that he had been told by 11 one very h:Lgh :ln au t;hoJ'.•i ty0 thH t tho 

senate would not seat Smith if he were elcted* It was be-

lieved he implied tha·t; Pr•esident Coolidge had expressed 

. . . . 16? thls opinion to hJ.mo · 

. In an intervj_ew w:t th Hugh Magill, the director oi' th<:) 

International Council of Rel:i.gious Education and a candidate 

in 1926 for ·the United States Senate against Fr•ank L. Sm:t. th,, 

j.t was pointed up that the actions of Rosenwald in the Smith 

Campaign seemed to represent one of hts :period:i.cal flareups 

of good :1 ntent;ion and fine temporai-•y accompllBbment in 

local politics. Magill and others greatly praised him for 

his action in unseatin~ Smith. 

It was Rosenwald' s pernistence along which made 

Magill accept the independent nominatlon.. Pr·om the outset 
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thEire was little hope of winning with only a month for• 

campeJ.gning and with pr•actically no money.. The i.ndependent 1 s 

campaign was a formal proter.1t against corrupt:i.on and as a 

result of it, it was soon apparent that Smith could never 

be seated,. It focussed the attention of the entire nation 

on IlJJ .. no:ts politics at that ·time.. Magill stated that 

Rosenwald would ask h:tm j_f he had seen Smith since he was 

tb.r.ovm out by the Senate, and upon l\liagill• s negat:i.ve reply, 

HNJenwald would ste:te: 

Well, I hope you won't because I 
don't think I have ever known a 
man who ir-1 as bitter agaj.nst 
another as that man is against 

you.. He says thtl.t but for you he 
would have been in the Senate 
today .. 

1rhe IVfagill campaign had the tremendous effect of 

putting the whole country again::it; Smith.. 1rhe be::it press-

Democrat and Hepublican--outside Illinois, was unre-

servedly for Mag:tll., Every day press dlspat;ches on the front 

page were r•ecording tJ:1at the civic conscience of Illinois 

had awakened under the guidance 01' Julius Rosenwald .. 

Rosenwald was a very active and enthusiastic worker 

i.n the campeJ.gn, although h:l.s contributions we:i:•e quite 

small., He wrote, for instance, several hundred letters to 

his friends all over.the State asking for contributions. He 

was personally responsible for most of the money that was 

l"'aised.. At the close of the campaign several of' the best 

downstate papers were coming out for Magill end the rest 
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would have followed had there ben another two weeks' of 

campo.ign:i.ng possible.. As it was, lVIagill carried Evanston 

and the Universlty of Ch:tcago district,. Yet th1•oughout 

·this campaign to unsee. t Smi th,Rosenwald was the pulse and 

conscienceel68 

'l'hroughout his life as one seemf1 to determine from 

a study of this controversy and the political aspects of 

Rooe:nwald 1 s life, .one is able to d:tscern that he gave a. 

notable impetus to the best political elements in the Nat:ton. 

Perhaps the man made poll tical errors :ln his lifet::bne., 

yet these errors were calculated for the good of all mankind. 
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EPIT.10GUE 

ROSENWALD THE MAN 

11 AS OTHERS KNEW HIM" 

on J.anuary '6, 1932, these words flashed across the 

front pages and editorial pages of the nation•s newspapers, 

"Julius Rosenwald is dead." The news brought sorrow to 

millions. Rosenwald had been a hard worker·throughout his 

lifetime and had never spared his strength. Thus, his 

strength was sapped by a heart attack at the age of 69. 

It may truly be said that all of' his ene1~gies were 

devoted to the welfare of his country. He worked hard 

and ceaselessly to build up a great business, giving employ• 

ment to hundreds of thousands of people directly or in• 

directly. 

As he gathered in money it was distributed in bene• 

ficent ways. Every good cause in America, regardless of 

religion, race or origin, had his sympathetic ear. He made 

millions and gave away millions more. Now he was gone, the 

world~ after the first shock, looked in wonder on such an 

example of ceaseless spontaneous giving. It is very 

doubtful whether any American, in proportion to the amount 

of his wealth, ever gave as Rosenwald did. 

He helped the poor, contributed to education and was 

partic11larly generous in relieving the needs of his own 

people. All good causes appealed to him, particularly the 



cause of those who were downtrodden or looked down upon 

by their more .fortunate brothers. 

He built for himself a name and reputation which could 

be characterized by one word GENEROSITY1l69 

The words of' consolation and praise pronounced upon 

the death of Julius Rosenwald are reflections of almost 

every element of his generous life. The key to Rosenwald's 

generosity and kindliness, according to George w. Kersey$ 

one of the Negro men who had served with distinction in 

the Illinois state legislature, was his mother,. Mrs. J·ulia 

Rosenwald: 

I knew her for many years. Back 
in the early nineties. I was· a 
mail carrier and the Rosenwald 
home at 3342 South Park Avenue, 
was on my route. Some of· the 
most cherished memories of my 
life involve that kindly old 
lady. She gave ine many gifts, 
but these are not the things 
I remember most. Her concern 
for the com~ort of other people 
was her chief characteristic. 
If it rained, she was concerned 
lest I might get wet. It it were 
winter and cold, she inspected 
my clothes to see if I wore 
enough to get warm. Forty years 
have passed; but I oan still re• 
member her packing papers into 
my clothes to help keep me warm. 

There was one hun1orous incident 
connected with her. One winter 
morning, I went to the Rosenwald 
home and it was so cold tha·t my 
nose was red. The kind old lady 
was so sorry for me that she in-

sisted that I mus·t wear one of' 
her veils over the rest of the 

' 
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route. But I could not make 
up my mind on the veil. 

Throughout nine years, I en• 
joyed the kindnesses of Mrs. 
Rosenwald and the Rosenwald 
family. If I needed cl.6the@ 1 

I had only to go to the old 
firm of Rosenwald and Weil 
and I got them. I carry a 
watch now, running in good 
order, which Mrs. Rosenwald 
had her husband give me. 

She brightened the life of 
every pe.rson who came near 
her. Mr. Rosenwald, now 
dead, was a greed; business• 

,man,, but he. could not have 
gone into any line of en• 
deavor without carrying 
the mark of that great 
kindliness which his mother 
stamped upon him.170 

The American Negro professed a great sadness at the 

loss of this hwnani·tarian. The eulogies which appeared 

in the Negro press were written in letter form to the 

bereaved. Rosenwald family and characterized the abundant 

love ·the Negro cherished for the millionaire phj.lantbropist. 

Julius Rosenwald went to heaven 
Wednesday, .ranutlry 6 at 2: 55 PM. 
He was at the head o:r the Inter• 
national Order of the Helpers 
of Men. 

As he lef:t he passed his 'Qlazing 
torch of world service to his 
children and bade themcontinue 
to carry it forward to Jews and 
Gentiles in every nation and in 
every race under heaven. 

What a rich heritage for those 
children1 A marvelous and match

less httm.aµitarian has gone, but 



didntt his light shine while he 
was with us? Didn•t he earry on 
for God? He llghted,, 11..t'ted and 
led in the service of hwnanity~ 
He loved his fellow man and he 
showed it in a practical and de• 
finite plan of cooperation. He 
worked with them. He knew the 
burdened ones and got under the 
load and showed them how to carry 
as much of it as they could. He 
was too sensible to carry the 
entire burden for them. He carried 
it with them so that they could learn 
to o arry it without him. He did not 
help men to become helpless. 

He taught men how to work together 
and how to walk together in the 
path of human bet't"erment. He 
walked by their side and gave them 
the smile of a real brother as he 
journeyed with them under the load. 

His humanitarian spirit pervades 
the world today as the womants 
oin'timent pervaded the room i~ which 
the Master sat. The Master was 
touched by her unprecedented $acri• 
:f'icial gift and declared that her 
deed should be her memorial. 

The great humanitarian made a beaten 
path to the hearts of men and built 
his own monument of love therein 

.themselves, as~hool house in every 
hamlet, an open door of ChriErbian 
association in every city are the 
great spiritual and moral ideals 
for which he lived and labo:red.. 

What Julius Rosenwald has done 
throughout the whole world shall 
also be told as a memorial of him 
wherever the gospel of social 
welfare is preached. He built 
his own monument. His benefactlons 
cannot be enumerated or estimated. 
F:i.gures cannot tell what he did~ 
No man can number them. They are 
the leaven in the lump. You who 
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want to know how much he did to 
help this old world--to lift it 
up and light it up, will have to 
wait until Judgment nay. His 
gifts w:i.11 be lined up there. 
"'Dhey will come out of all nations 
and kindreds and people and tongues, 
and will stand before the Throne clothed 
in white robes and palms in their 
hands." · 

The great Keeper of Man's Record 
shall say to this servant of his, 
who went about doing good, "I 
was hungry and ye gave me meat; 
I was thirsty and ye gave me drink; 
I was a stranger and ye took ma in;. 
naked and ye clothed me; I was sick 
and ye visited me. In as much as ye 
did it unto the le a.st of these ye 
did it unto me. Well done." What 
a day of rejoicing that will be& 

The major objectives to which 
.Tul:l.us :Rosenwald dedicated princeJ;y 
g1.fts should become the major ob
jectives of the Negro Race. They 
would be t;he only monument wh:l.ch 
he would desire. What were these 
objectives? First, self-help; 
secondly, good rµr~;i.l schools 
throughout the south; third, an 
open door for Christian association 
in every city. 

If we !'E-Hllly appreciate what he has 
done fol" us, we will, take up where 
he left oi'f and carry on. That is 
the kind of memorial which tTulius 
Rosenwald, the prince of humanitarians, 
would like to have us bulldc1171 ' 

The Negro child, too, was thankful for .the schools and 

education that Rosenwald had provided f OX' him. They tc>o 

eulogized the great man as these words of' a n:'i.nth gradE>I& 

express: 

I ! 
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R, is .for Rosenwald a great man 
was he, 

Offered opportunity to the colored 
race free. o, :ts for object of which he had :tn 
vieW, 

To be a great philanthropist e.l:though 
a jew. 

S is for Springfield the city where he 
was born, . 

Under his leadership Negro schools have 
grmvr1., 

E, is for eradicate illiteracy we have 
seen~ 

He started in Ala. in nineteen thirteen. 
N, is for negroes who live in the South· 

land, 
With his schools and libraries they have 

taken a new stand. 
w, is for wisdom with his wealth he d:i.d 

apend 1 
With his millions for char:l.ty he made 

many friends. 
A, is for Alabama the state he did begin1 

to stamp out illiteracy
Which is the nations sin. 
r,,. is for libr~\ry with volumes to read, 
With plenty of information that we may 

succeed 
D, is tor .his dee:th that saddens our 

cares, 
But his fUnds are endowed for twenty 
· five more years.172 

The man whom Rosenwald supported up the politice.1 ladder, 

the President of the united Sta.tes, Herbert Hoove:i.", spoke of 

this great American ·patriot in the most glowing te1•ms: 

The death of Julius Rosenwald •• • .de• 
prives the country of an outstand5.ng 
citizen. His business ability found 
expression in comrneroia.l achievements 
of great magnitude and importance. 

His patriotism was reflected both in 
his services in the cause of national 
d~fense during the war and in his 
devotion to the upbuilding of the 
life of the community and the oount:r•y 
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in times of peace. 

One of his most conspicuous ·con• 
tributions to the public welfe.re was 
thi•ough his hu.manita:d.an activities., 
His warm hearted human sympathy fox• 
all manl.cind resulted in muni.ficent 
gifts for the advancement or 
public health, education$ housing, 
and the wide reach of social ameliora-
tior1.,173 

The National Broadcasting Company presented a nation

wide tribute to Julius Rosenwald on Sunday, March 27 1 1932 1 

at twelve noon. The tribute 'to the world•famed Jewish 

phi.lanthropist was arranged by the American Jewish ,Joint 

Distribution Committee, the world's largest Jewish welfare 

organization engaged in overseas work and one with wh:i.ch 

it has been shown Mr. Rosenwald was closely identified 

for many years. A resolution prepared at a special meeting 

of the officers of the Joint Distribution Committee on the 

seventh of January, 1932 1 in the City of' New York was pre

sented over the air to a grieving national audience: 

We are inexpressibly saddened 
by the deeth of our friend 
and co-worker., 

For many years he was to us a 
pillar of' strength and support. 
With the utmost generosity he 
gave munif ieent sums toward the 
relief of' the needy and the down
trodden. H:t.s warm heart beat 
ever in sympathy for the per• 
secuted and the underprivileged. 
In rebuild:i.ng the lives of the 
war-stricken Jews of Europe, 
his princely benefactions to the 
Joint Distribution Committee and 

.to its affiliated organizations 
stimulated and for all time raised 
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and ennobled the star1dards of 
constructive philanthropy. 

The wide range of his humanitarian 
interests, his devotion to duty, 
the zeal for truth and for justice 
to his fellow-men which marked his 
undertakings, the innate nobility 
of' his character and the simplicity 
of his daily life, made him a unique 
and outstanding ;U:t.gure in our time. 
His personality and idealism en• 
deared him to untoldmillions the 
world over. 

A great Jew, a distinguished American$ 
a beloved leader has passed on, leaving 
a great void, but bequeathing for all 
time an imperishable example of a 
gener•ous spirit and a great soul,. 

Again President Herbert Hoover• was able to express his 

regret over the loss of his close friend. He appeared on 

·this program of men1orial speaking these words: 

As one who was a friend of Julius 
Rosenwald I call to memory this 
m.o:r•ning that; friendship and his 
inspiring associations of many 
years and I join with you, his 
friends, in memorializing the 
full and goodly life that was his. 

I recall how, guided by his keen 
intellect and great heart, he 
directed his wealth into those 
channels which inspiration:<.and 
study· convinced him wer·e for the 
best service of his fellowmen. 
I further recall that where there 
were no channels, he surveyed and 
dug them, recognizing no barriers 
of creed or race. I am thinking 
too, at this moment, of that great 
er1terprise in human engineering 
in which the Jewish Joint Distrib• 
ution Committee has now been en• 
gaged more than a decade, and which 
was undertaken primarily beca.use 
his vision and his benef aotions 
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made it poss-ible to commence it 
and were so important a part of 
its total support. 

Surely the good which he has done 
will serve as an inspiration to 
humanitarian eff'ort for generations 
·to come, and will constitute an 
in1perishable memorial to hlm-•the 
only one he _would ha.ve desired 111 174 

Spee.king at the Hebrew Teachers College of which he was 

a director, in tTerusalem, at the end of the week of mourning 

.for Julius Rosenwald, Mr,. David Yellin said that as a gene:r• 

al rule, Rosenwald stood aloof from the Palestine movement 

but from time to time he did support Palestine enterprises. 

Yellin went on to say that during the war Rosenwald 

gave $10,000 a month to the Provisional Committee for the 

ma:I.ntenance of the impoverished Jewish population in the 

Holy IJand., The young men of Palest:tne who went to California 
l' -
j: to study agr:tculture bene.f'itted not only from hi_s personal 
j f interest but received also considerable material assistance,. 

l He was the main supporter of the Agricultural Experimental 
!-· '., 
J Station, as we have already seen, established at Athlit 

fi·: 
J'i• . .j:. 

_r. ·.• be.fore the War by Mr. Aaron Aaronsohn, his desire being to 

e.id the development of Palestine on a scientific. basis. 

Rosenwald' a greatest cont:P.:J~bution to Palestine, acoo:r•d• 

ing to Yellin, was in connection with the Hebrew Teachers 

College in which he took.a deep interest and to which he gave 

first $75,000 and later a further $25,000 for.the erection 

of the buildingo 

Mr. Yellin concluded with these words: 
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Palestine will always remember 
him with gratitude, as do the 
mlllions of people in America:'' 
and other parts of the world 
who benefitted through hls 
great gifts.175 

In a Memorial Address mt Chicago Sfn3i Congregation 

delivered ori January 17, 1932a Dr. Louis L. Mann praised 

·bhe man Rosenwald for h1.s gifts to all mankind and con

cluded with these words: 

It was my sad privilege to say 
the last words at the grave in 
Rosehill Cemetery·. The tomb .... 
·stone had been set a year ago; 
a slab with one word: "Rosenwald. 11 

Little more than a marker of a 
grave& An old Jewish sage s~id: 
"The righteous need no mominient; 
'their deeds are their enduring 
memorial; they live by majesty 
of memory and s'trength of example 
in the hearts of men. 11 'J'Jhen' 
Julius Rosenwald, the keen busin
ess man, the great merchant, the 
man of material wealth$ will long 
have been forgotten, Julius Rosen• 
wald, the man, the go-od man, the 
phllanthropist 31 will be blessed 
by posterity. 

A white man who carried the burden 
of~black1 A Jew who built 
Christian associations& An American 
pa°EFrot'Who loved the people-of-al!""'" 
national Now, he too, like his -nerghbor in Springfield, 11 belongs to 
the ages." 1'76 . · 

And these are the eternal words of Julius Ro'senwald: 

The commonest and shabbiest thing 
in the world is advice. A normal 
man does not require it. His con
science or intellect is sufficient. 
What he wants is an opening. He 
may seek it or he may f:lnd it. 
Of ten it will meet him face to face 
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when he is thinking about some
thing else. In that event, his 
heart should not be filled with 
arrogance. 

A thousand men,, h:tdden away, 
getting pay envelopes every Sat
urday, live and die in comparative 
pover·by. Many are millionaires 
in everything save money.. There 
is no occasion for them to under
rate their ability. Chance has 
not come knocking at their doors. 
Nor has the man in the next store, 
sky-scraper or factory, at whose 
door chance has actually appeared 
any reason for overestimating his 
own ability. Meekly should he 
walk in the presence of himself -
and of his family. 

"But you have had a programme?" 
the interviewer persisted. 
"None whatever.. Had I followed 
a programme, I would still be in 
the clothing business .. " 
"Anyway you have a policy," 
"Only so far as trying to feel 
that I am always selling mer
chandise to myself e I would 
stand on both sides of the counter, 
:tf we had a counter. n 

"You were not compelled to split 
rails in your boyhood," the inter• 
viewer said by way of experiment. 
"No, bu1; I peddled chr•ornos," Mr. 
Rosenwald replied. 
11 The nimble sixpense had to travel 
pretty hard to get away from me 
when I was a youngster'. I did many 
th:Lngs in the way of earning money .. 
Satchels had to be carried and I 
carried some of them. Also I deliv• 
ered papel"S.. When _the J.Jincoln mon
ument was dedice:t;ed,, I sold a 
pa.mphl.et history of the_ acts leading 
to tbs events and made $2.50•••" 

Work ·to me is not a burden but a 
privilege, and my sympathy goes 
out to the man, and~more especially 
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to the boy,, who by the unwise 
solicitude of a grandfather is 
deprived of the joy of honest, 
conscientious labor in useful 
fields of endeavor0 

I early learned the value of 
money, and that lesson hes never 
left me throughout tb.e years. 
Whether a dollar is paid out 
.for necessities or luxuries, in 
wages or philanthropy, I em de
sirous of seeing as full returns 
for :i.t as .possible. Another 
thing I have observed: 

1:I.1he 
millions that came to me at fifty 
could not restore a tooth which 
I had lost at thirty. They could 
not blot out a single day of 
grlef. To this extent, at any 
rate, I c~n see the futility of 
accumulating money.. It might, 
however, add a few years of life 
and comfort. I consider, there
fore, timeliness one of the bas:tc 
prerequisites of worthwhile phil"" 
anthropy.177 

Among Mr. Rosenwald'S favorite quotations was one by 

Ma1"'k Twain, from Twain's autobiography. It seems to me to 

summar:i.ze the difficulties of approaching a biography of a 

man whose life encompassed all of mankind as did the life 

of the great ,Jewish philanthropist Julius Rosenwald: 

What a wee little part of a per
son's life are his actfl and his 
wordsL His real life is led in 
his head and ls known to none 
but himself. All day long and 
everyday, the mill of his brain 
is grind:i.ng, and his thoughts, 
not those other things are his 
histor~y. His acts and words 
are merely the vlsible,, thin 
crust of' h:ts world,, with its 
scatter•ed snow summits and its 
vacant wastes of water--and 
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they are so trifling a part of 
his bulkL A mere skin enveloping 
it. r.rhe mass of him :ts hidden-
it and its volcanic f'irestthat 
toss and boil and never rest 
night :no:r• day• These are his life, 
and they are not written.11 and 
cannot be written. Everyday would 
make a whole book of eighty thous• 
and words- .... three hund:r•ed and sixty 
five books a year. 

Biographies ar·e but the clothes and 
buttons of the man ... •the biography 
of the man himself cannot be w:r•itten.,178 
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