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THE PUBLIC LIFE OF JULIUS ROSENWALD
DIGEST

Julius Rosenwald was born in Springfield, Illinois,
on August 12, 1862, His birthplace was almost directly
across the street from the house where Abraham Lincoln
lived., A& a child he showed business prowess and soon be=
gan his business career officilally with his uncles in New
York at Hammerslough Brothers with whom he remained until
1885, Rosenwald and his cousin Julius B, Well then returned
to Chicago and began the firm of Rosenwald and Weil., Rosen-
wald was president of the firm until 1906,

In 1906, he bought an interest in Sears, Roebuck and
Company which was to lead him to the presidency of the firm,
In his relationship with Richard Sears, the two of them
differed as to falr advertising practices, Rosenwald was
interested in honesty in all catalog descriptions, whereas
Searg was little concerned with this, Roggﬁﬁéld became
acquainted with Richard Sears through the large orders of
clothing they had placed with hils firm. As a result of
this Rosenwald concerned himself greatly with the clothing
aspect of the mail order business,

Rosenwald built up the mail order business by concern-
ing himself chiefly with the farmer who was "behind the
catalogue." He developed a code of ethies which had to be
followed to the letter in the business firm of Sears, Roebuck
and Company, Hls crowning achievement was in connection

with his "Employees Savingé and Profit Sharing Fund," which
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he set up, The fund was built around the employees paying in
5 percent of their salaries and receiving a share in the
company'!s netb éarnings every year, In thirty years an em=
ployee was able to receive ten times what he deposited,

Throughout his lifetime Rosenwald maintsined a define-
ite philosophy of professional philanthropy. He was opposed
to the principle of storing up large sums of money for
philanthropic uses centuries hence, In other words he was
opposed to perpetulties. He felt that they direcﬁly impliled
a pessimism with regard to the future, and he was confident
that future generations would be as humane as generations past,

During the Filrst World War Rosenwald served his country
by bringing messages from "the folks back home" %o our
soldiers in France. Rosenwald the patriot, although con=
tracting an 1llness, stayed on to bring joy to the "boys"
who needed 1t.

Perhaps more than anjthing Julius Rosenwald is best
remémbered for his dedication to the cause of the Negro,
He believed in better education for the Negro and therefore
contributed over 4,000 schools for Negro education in the
South, He, like Booker T. Washington, with whom he was
Quite friendly felt, that the salvation of the Negro lay .-
in education., He also contributed $25,000 to each of twenty
Negro YMCAt's in this country.

On October 30, 1917, a fund was incorporated for the

"well being of mankind," Known as The Julius Rosenwald Fund,




it dedicated itself to the established purpose of enrich=

ing Negro educabtion and equalizing opportunitlies for the Negro
in other matters,

Throughout his lifetime, Jullus Rosenwald maintalned
certaln essential principles cohcerning his Jewishness and
the problem of the East European Jew. He was opposed to
any colonization ofgfhe Jews in Palestine and favored
colonization in Russjia. Although oppdsed by many Rabbis
and laymen,he held firm to his conviction that the Jewish
problem in Rusgsia must be worked out in Russia itself,

Also through his far—sightedness he placed the Hebrew Union
College on a firm financiél footing. He held that the
future of American Judalsm lay 1in American Jewish education,
During hils lifetime, Rosenwald was extremely concerned with
the problems of anti-Semitism which arose in the 1920ts and
he fought to combat it, |

Throughout his lifetime Rosenwald was active in Chicago
pol;tios as well as national politics. He served as a member
of the Chicago Vice Commission which sought to clean up
Chicago's worst districts, During his service he came under
the direct fire of Barrett O'Hara, chairman of the Senatorial
committee set up to investigate the problem of low wages and
brostitution, Because of inconslstencles, Rosenwald was
highly criticized.

Rosenwald was also an ardent supporter of prohibition

and President Herbert Hoover in his presidential cempaigne
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He came oubt in direct defense of Hooveris platforms and
policies expressing his views by radloc to the American
" public,

In Illinois politics Rosenwald did nct falr well, He
was accused of offéring a bribe to a member of the Illinois
Commerce Commission, Frank Smith, in order that Smith might
withdraw from the Illinois race for Senator In 1926. Rosen-
wald's friends came to hils defense and salid that the million=-
alre philanthropist had only taken this action for the
welfare of the state,

Upon his death on Janusry 8, 1932, a flood of eulogies
woere written expressing the love that the Negrg, white man,

Jew and Gentdle had for the "other man from Springfield."

N
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THE PUBLIC LIFE OF JULIUS ROSENWALD

Introduction

This‘wbrk is not a full-fledged chronological bilo=
graphy of the millionaire philanthropist Julius Rosenwald,
but rather a study of various aspects of his public life.
Rosenwald's private life does nobt concern us in this work,

Julius Rosenwald was actively engaged in the acquise
ition of weaith during one of the greatest perlods of
Américan commercial expansion, PFree-snterprise econornic
principles were the ruie, and social consciousness was only
beginning to be born as the opportunities of a pioneer civil-
ization became moré obvious,

Rogsenwald ceme %o maturity during the éighteen»eighties,

\
when there was a concentration of great wealth and a spread

of socilal unresg in this country. He saw during thils period
a tremendbus expansion of btransportation as rallroads were
belng consolidated, i.e., the'Eaaterh Railroad consolidation
" and the Southern Railroad consolidation, He also saw the
granting of land to the railroads in 1884, and the beginning
of highwey construction in 1900, Airplane travel was be=
glnning tcdevelop as a source of transportation following
therfirsﬁ successful flight of the Kitty Hawk in 1903,
Communications were rapidlj increasing from one end of the
land\mass known as America to the other with the organization

of the Radio Corporation of America in 1919,

Rosenwald also saw within his lifetime the great devel=
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opment of merchandising methods, He took an active part in
this development with his ideas for dealing with the Amer=
lcan public through the mails, The mailbox served as the
counter, while the catalogue served as the firm's showroom.
Rosenwald took part in an amazing number of the im-
portant movements and projects of this period. He served
as a source of joy and camaraderie to "our boys" overseas
during the First World War. The war presented a differ-
ent picture of America. It was a time of unity when the

country became one in word and deed, Rosenwald exemplified

this oneness to the troops on the front and the folks at home.

His part in all national activities whether economic
or soclial was that of a préctical business man, actively
engaged in thé\industrial struggles of the time,sand yet
aware of the social problems of the timeo'>Dufing this time
the Negro was asttempting to achieve some degree of education,
Booker T, Washington was fighting the cause of the "black
man" to climb the social and educational ladder,

The Ku Klux Klan was gaining in strength in the South,
and America was going through a period of anti-Semitism and
Negro hatred, Rosenwald was well aware of this, and in his
way attempted to correct the situation, He sought to ed=
ucate the Negro and find a home for the East European Jew,

He recognized that while Industrialization was expanding and
better systems of communication were belng developed, scciety

Was growing smaller in its soclal views,
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America was experiencing the growth of anti=-semitism

within its midst. Henry Ford's Dearborn Independent was

one of the vehicles by which anti-Semitic propaganda was
being distributed to a non=-Jewish public., The Frank case
wa$ gaining prominence in the eyes of the American people

2s well as Fordts version of the Protocols of the Elders of

Zion.

Rosenwald had seen a shift during his lifetime from &
beriod of philo~Semitiém which existed in the 1890ts to one
of extreme haltred during the 1920ts, The intolerance of the
TR0s was something nbw to the philanthropist, and therelore
a greater interest in Jewish activities on his part was dis-
played durlng\ this period, ‘

It was aigo during the 120s that Rosenwald became much
involved in the politics of his era, He was a declared
Republican and did évérything in his power to back the
Republican party during his lifetime, Following the World
War,‘America, had gone on a spendthrift. The consumption of
liquor was increasing greatly and the patronage of German
beer firms was also on the ascent. Thus, the govermment
established the‘Eighféenth Amendment tb the Constitution
Prohibiting the mamufacture, sale and transportation of
alcoholic beverages, Rosenwald was in sympathy with this
legislation and when it became one of the basic articles
in the platform of the Republican party during the Hoover

Gﬂmpaign, he voiced his support,
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By the time of Rosenwald's death in 1932, 1t was
evident that econbmic expénsion had reached a turning point,
andvthat free~enterprise principles in both Industry and
4socia1 welfare had reached a point of stabilizatiﬁn. As
income tax came to the fore, the era of tremendous personal
fortunes was coming to an end, The railroads were built
and conaolidated;ﬁhe natural resources were being congoli~
dated rapidly; industfy was organized and finance was coordin~
ated; radlo had gone network; air.travel was coming into
its own; and mail order was largely in the hahﬂs of the
two large houses, Sears, Roebuck and Company and Montgomery
Ward and Companya' The pioneering period of the development
of large corporations in which most of the profit went to
one or two mgh, was now giving way to stock ownership, The
stock market crash of 1929 was a sign of the change. Thus,
we can see that the span of Rosenwald!s life was a great one, .

I have chosen to write a biographilcal study of Julius
RoSehwald'é public life because, thrgughout my life as a
native Chicagoan, I have heard of the many contributions he
made to the needs of mankind. It was often that his name
was spoken in our household, whether in regard to his
philanthropic_work, his Chicago Museum of Science and Ine-
dustry, or his development of Sears, Roebuck, Therefore, it
was gratifying for me to be able to .study his papers which
in their original form are deposited in the University of

Chlecago Library and were awWailable to me in microfilm: at
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%he American Jewish Archives, Cincinnatli. I followed

his corr93pondeﬁce in letters and memos from his éarliest
years until the day of his death., Also avallable to me

in this microfilm collection were magazine articles,
biographical sketches, and addresses delivered about him

and by him, The man was very much interviewed during his
lifetime as were those wlith whom he worked cldsely-usuch

as Louls Marshall, A. C. Roebuck, and Richard Sears.v Newg=
- papers of the period offered a tremendous amount of materisl
from which to work, All in all, the 75,000 or more documents
found in this microfilm collection prpvided this author with
an extremely rewafding experience, *

I wish\to thenk Dr. Stanley F. Chyet, Assistant Pro-
feséor‘of‘Amerfcan Jewlish History at the Hebrew Union College=-
Jewish Institute of Rel’igion, for all his help in pre=
paration of this manuscript. Also I wish to thank my wife
Susan for hér aid in proofreading this blogreaphy, and es-
peclally my parents who first brought to my attention the
- hame and deeds of Julius Rosenwald,

I dédicate this biography to my son Jeffrey Edward,
that he may in some way during his lifetime emulate the

humanitarianism of this great man,

i
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o ; THE PUBLIC LIFE OF JULIUS ROSENWALD
CHAPTER ONE
THE EARLY YEARS

How should one be thrifty?

Spend less than you earn, -

Avoid the use of alcoholic liquors
and tobacco and other unnecessary
substances

Prepare an income and expense
budget for the family with an
allowance for unforseen eventsg
and live within it,

Jave money regularly and keep it
-gsaved, using the funds only in
conservative investments,t

These are the simple and unprétentious thoughts of the

twentieth~century multimillionaire philanthropist, the master
of the mail-order business, Julius Rosenwald.>

As a boy Julius Rosenwald was not rocked
\bo sleep In the lap of luxury, neither
was he prodded by an extreme distressing
. B , poverty., He was one of -those self stert-
o ers who find their impetus within. With |
. the natural instinet of the trader, in his w
|
|

early teens he did not limlt himself to
voluntarily clerking in his father's . k
clothing store in Springfield, Illinois, ﬂ
nor to such odd jobs as pumping a church 1
organ while a musician practiced, but he : b
went from house to house selling little
articles, Out on his own he learned %o

be alert to a possible bargain at all .
times and under all circumstances, and [
to fight his own way,? %

| i
Rosenwald's father, Samuel, was born in a small town in m
l

Westphalia, Germany, June 18, 1828, Little is known of his

early life, He served for a time in the Prussian army and
}é came to America in about 1855 or 1856, with a total wealth
1 of about $20, He was the only member of his family who ever

came to America, His father dled when he was sbout eleven
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years old and his mother after he had grown into manhood,
| Rosenwald!s mother, Auguste Hammerslough, was born
“on July 20, 1839, in a very small village, Beederkase,
 near Bremen, Her father was & small merchant and the
family lived in the back of the shop, The family consist=
ed of four brothers and two sisters, Her brothers emie
grated to America, -The oldest emigrated at the age of
thirteen, and was then followed by his brothers as they
approached that age. Rosenwaldts mother often told of her
brother Edward, who, having recelved a new pair of boots,
wanted to save them for his arrival in America, He carried
them to the salling vessel, AS he was sbout to climb the
ladder to embark, he handed the boots to somebody to hold
fo? a moment ;ﬁdlwhan he turned around to take them baek;
the man had disappesared,

Rosenwald's uncles went diﬁe@tly to Baltimore, where
they had distant relatives, His mother left for America
wheﬁ she was about the age of twenty, traveling on a sailing
vessel which took seventy~seven days. Her memories of the
Journey were most pleasant as she made a goodly number of
friends during the trip, several of whom were her friends for
yoars afterwards, The other members of Rosenwald's mobther!s
family who remained in Germany after her departure consisted
of hﬁr,parents, & sister and a brother, all of whom came to
America later, Rosenwald!s mother sent for her only sister

Soveral years after her own marrliage, when she found an
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eligible lifets partner for her,

Julius Rosenwaldts father,like many of the emigrants

from Germany, started his business career in America by
peddling in Virginia, with his headquarters at Baltimore.
His parents were married on August 23, 1857, in Baltimore,
and shortly after thelr marriage they went south to settle,
Thelr first child, a daughter, Henrietta, dled in 1nfap@y.
Juliusts oldest brother was born at Talladega, Alabama, in
léaﬁg‘ Shortly sfterwards, Rosenwald!s parents moved north
to Evansville, Indieana, and then to Peoria, and in 18628
moved to Springfield, Illinois, where his mother's brothers
had been in business for several years, The brothers made
ﬁh?ir home with his parents and remained there until after
the Civil Waﬁ;\when they sold their business to Juliusts
father énd»moved to New Ybrk City. InVNew York, they es~
téblished themselves in the wholesale clothing business in
which they pr@spere& and became the largest manufacturers
offfiné ready-made clothing, the firm being known as Hammore
$1§ugh Brothers. Rosenwaldts father remained in business
iﬁ.Springfield until 1886, when he sold out his busineds to

| Jbin Julius and his younger brother who had establi&hedi'

~ themselves in a wholesale clothing business in Chicago;in 1885,
. Julius Rosenwald was born August 12, 1862, in Spring-
field, Illinois, just one block west of the home of Abraham
Lincoln, on the corner of Seventh and Jackson Streets,

Lincoln had left Springfield a year and a half before that
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dates Rosenwaldts parents knew many of Lincolnfs intimate
friends, as did Julius in his boyhood days, Among these
intimate friends and relatives were Ninlan W, Edwards, Line
colnts brother-in-law, who was at one time Samuel Rosene
wald!s landlord; Jacob Bunn, the banker, and John Bunn; the
wholesale grocer; the Ridgeley familys the Diller family,
who#e home was diagonally opposite the Rosenwalds'®!; Goverw
nor John M. Palmer; Milton Hay; C. M. Smith, the drygoods
mérchant, also a brother-in=law of Lincolnts; Dr., W. Jayne}
and Peter Van Bergen, who, when Lincoln used to taunt him
about being a Dutchman, Would: roply that he was no ordine
ary Dutchman bub an Amsterdam Dutchman - whereupon, Linwe
coln sald he\pould sse no difference between an Amsterdam
Dutchman and éﬁy other "damned” Dutchman,

In 1869, Samuel Rosenwald bought a residence on Eighth
Btﬁeet between Jackson and Markat; now Capltol Avenus, die
rectly ppppgite the Lincoln home, which was then being
oegupied_bthecretaryrof State George Harlow, The Harlow
children were among Jullus?! early pleaymates and a son,
Richard A, Harlow, renewed Rosenyaldﬂs friendship when they
met again in Wﬁshington in 1917, Rosenwald attended the
Fourth Ward Public School at Twelfth and Market streets, and
later, the High School for about two years, until March,
1879, when he left with his brother for New York o go %o
Work thers in the business of his uncles, Hammerslough

Brothers, This departure from Springfield was his fiﬁst
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Julius got a job at a frult and confectionary store; when

S

wHas

introduction to & sleeping car,

When attending school in Springfield; Julius spent

his Saturdays in his father's store waiting on customers
for small ltems 8uch as paper collaers, which most everye

one wore, and also paper shirt fronts, or such ltems as

neckwaar and underwear, After school he occaslonally earned
a dime or two carrying a satechel for Ssomeons, and occasione

aily pumping an organ in the Congregational Church, For

ways in paper money, &s were the ten, fifteen, twentye i

1

1|
this service he received twenbty=-five cents, which was alw ﬂ3‘

§
five and fifty cent pleces at that time, Occasionally i

there was a ¢ircus in town, or some celebration, Rosen=
wald himself sﬁeaks of his early business prowesss

I think it was in 1875 that Lincolnts
monument was dedicated and I remember
making $2.25 selling a 1ittle pamphlet,
tHistory of the Momumente! I also ree
member going from house to house selling
lithograph pictures for framing, which
were new at that time, My firs% regular
Job was during vacation in the summer of
1877, when I worked for Hwo months in
what was known as 8 99 c¢ent store; where
everything was either 49 cents or 99 cents,
There I waited on customers and also dew=
livered packages, I remember taking out a
99 cent oroquet set, or a glass globe with
two gold fish in it, for 49 cents and no
end of other goods, It was during that
summer that I managed to save about $20,00
and as my parentst! china wedding occurred
in August of that year, I invested my save
ings in an elaborately decorated tea set
as a glft to my mother, who was especially
delighted on account of my having earned
the money with which to purchase 1%,9
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Many years later in 1924, Julius Rosenwald, then

- president of Sears,Roebuck and Company, received a letter

from his old boss, C. W. Squlres, dated July 223
My dear Mr. Rosenwalds

You will pardon me, but many years ago,

I think 1877,.1 had a very bright young
follow by that very neme clerk for me at
Springfield, Ille, then some ten year/s 7
youriger than the writer., Since upon seew
ing the name, I have been wondering, can
it be possible==if so, I shall be mch
pleased to hear from hime%

Rosenwald replied positively on July 253
My dear Mr, Squiress

In 1877, during my summer vacabtion, I

was olerk and errand boy (more the latter
than the former) for C., W, Squires, who
ran what was known at that time as a 99
cent store, I can remember very distinotly
delivering croquet sets, or & bowl containe
ing two goldfish which had been sold for

49 cenbtae~ ,

As one reads Rosenwsldts reply further, one gains a
deeper insight into his personality:» ,

It is not surprising that I should remember
who my boss was, but it /Is7 rather sure
prising that you should remember an earrand
boyts neme for these thirty-seven years., I
have a great ma g pleaaant recollections of
that experience,

Rosenwald was truly a man of deep, sincare hmmility,
greatly to be admired as evidenced from his correspondence
with Mr, Squires, Upon Rosenwaldts death in 1932, C. We
Squires, the philanthropistts first "boss," was prompted to

B&y: "He was a fine boy and it*s eaag for me to see how he

made g suecess in his businesso”?
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On delights in the many storles of Juliust early
enterprises and experiences, They displayed the genius
that was %o make him the "master of the mail order,"

When Julius was a small kid his dad
often sent him down town to deliver
some eggs, Ocecaslonally he delivered
a dozen to Rolla Diller, proprietor of
the femous old east side apothecary
shop which sported a soda fountain,
One day Julius delivered said eggs to
Mr. Diller, who counted them carefully
and then, in his dear, old, charachere
istic way, saids ,

tJulius, my boy, the count is wrong,
You have brought one egg too many,
There are thirteen,t Well,? said
Juliusy, in a fine spirit of budding
philanthropy, ?'thatts all rightes
Just ¢all 1t a dozen,!?

Mr. Diller argued that wouldntt be
faiy to Julius., The old gentleman
finally seids tWell, suppose I give
you & drink from the fountainesany=
thing you wanbt== and we!ll call it
8quaree!

Julius agreed} Leaning forward, Mre
Diller sailds

tWhat kind of a drink will you have,
my ladfg?®

tOne with an egg in 1ty,® said Juliusgt

During the time in which Julius was working at the 929
cent store, General Grant was president of the United States,
Rosenwald recalled in later years Grantts visit to Springe
field at this time, Roaenwaid reﬁ@mbermd seeing him in an
°ren barouche and sheking hands with him, He was particue
larly impressed becsuse he had on yellow kid gl@ﬁea, Grant
was the first man Rosenwald had ever seen wearing kid gloves,

During this early period in his life, Julius was also

very active in selling tickets for strawberry festivals,
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oyster suppers or other affalrs which were held for charie-
tabls purposes, Governor Shelby M, Cullem end Secretary of
State George H. Harlow were semong his regular customers f or
these.

When Juliuns was seventeen years old, he went to‘work
for his uncles in New York, He made hils home with one of

thems They all lived in much finer surroundings than he

‘had been accustomed to. The home he lived in was a fours

atery and basement brown stone front house at 44 East 58th

Julius arrived in New York on March 15th, 1879, and

‘the following Monday was_St.]Patrikas Day, when there was

8 wonderful\parade on Brogdway. Broadway at that time was
paved with éhugh grenite blocks and there were no street
cars or sutomobiles but'rather bussea>by the hundreds,
without rubber tires., .The racket they and the heavy horses
mede was deafening, Juliust wages amounted to 5 a week as
stdck'bcy, but he earned {2 on Saturday nights working at
Rogers Peet and Company, Broome Street and Broadway, or
Carhart, Whitford and Company, Canal Street and Broadway,
retail clothiers, ’
After three or fouriyears, Julius finally sold goods
for his uncles in the city and suburban $owns and later
made several trips to various parts of the country for them.
After working with his uncles about five years, his
father helped him to buy out the small clothing and tailor=




ing business of Phillips and Van Derbugle at 20 Fourth

Avenua, a few doors south of Brokaw Brothers, who were the

largest retailers of fine clothing in New York, Inm thils

connection Rosenwald had occasion to buy summer clothing

from the firm of Alfred Benjamin and Company who were

large menufeacturers of that line, One of the partners

once remarked to Rosenwald that they had received overx
sixty telegrams for goods in one day which they were unable

to supply, and that the demand was increasing constanbtly

for such goods as they were supplyinge

I did not give 1% much thought ab
B that moment but during the night I
= B awakened and thought of what he had
i told me and the opportunity entered

A my mind of embarking in the same

3 gort of business. The idea took
such hold of me that there was no
more sleep that night for me and the
next morning I presented my plen to
my uncles who thought it might be a
capital idea to open & business for
the menufascture of summer clothing
in Chicagoe '

With his ecousin Julius B. Weil,who was employed in the

mamfacturing department of his uncles! business, Julius
Planned to go to Chicago and begin the menufacture of summer
clothing, After. several months plamning (tewards the end

of September, 1885,) Weil and Rosenwald left for Chicago,
and rented a second=floor loft in the Farwell Block, 185

Market Street, October lst,
This business, although small, started off promisingly,

8nd in the summer of 1886 Rosenwald!s father, who had been




in pusiness in Springfield, Illinois, for twenty-five years,
sold out his businéss to some young-men whom he had seen
grow up==the Myers Brothers who made & remarkable success
out of the business, Ssamuel Rosenwald then went to Chicago
to join the firm of Rosenwald and Weolled

_444 The early months in Ghiéago were arduous, There was
fﬁ | 1ittle time for lelsure, but enthusiasm grew as the firm of
Réaenwald'and.Weil took definite shape., Hammerslough
Brothers menufactured most of the firast yearts stock and

gavethe firm ample credit. The young men employed two help-

e e AN i S

ers and sbout twenty-five outside cutters. After a doubtful

beginning Rosenwald and Weil made headway.

On & bitberly cold morning in Jamary, 1886, Julius

\b’

Rosenwald seb out for St., Louls with a trunkful of samples,
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His efforts were to sell light summer clothing in the winter,
They met with a reception colder than the weather, Discouraged,
he contimued to Kensas City, where an uncle gave him an order
out of sympathy. A% Omaha, Nebraska, and Fort Scobtt, Kansas,

business was better. Within a few months, Rosenwald and Well

was begimning to £ill a definite need in the Milddle Weste
After two years they moved to larger quarters, About
this time Julius met Augusta Nusbaum, sister of & business

friend, After a short acqualntance, they were married end

there entered into his 1life an influence that did mueh %o
shepe him in his later years. MNrs. Rosenwald had a fine

practical mind and business ability, which were of tremendous
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value to the struggling young merchant. His warm humeanitarian
impulses were latér stimulated by her sense of duty to those
less fortunates
Oppertunity again knocked for Rosenwald, this time
from New York, A firm of cheap clothing manufacturerges
Newborg, Rosenfeld and Company, wishing to develop a market
in Chicago, asked him to join them in the enterprise. In
this way the new house of Rosenwald and Company was foundedelO
It was in this connection that Rosenwald becéme age
quainted with Mr. Richard Sears, of Sears, Roebuck and Com=
pany, which had recently moved to Chicago from Minneapolis,
Sears placed orders for clothing in such fabulous quantities,
and his method of disposing of them was Zo novel that Rosen=
wald was attracted toward that business and negotlated with
him for Rosenwald and Company to buy an interest in Sears,
This resulted in Rosenwald!s brobther=in-law buying a querter
interest and Rosenwald and Company a qwarter»inﬁerest in
Sears; Roebuck and Company totalling $70,000, & half intevest,
This was accomplished with the understand that as soon as
pousible Rosenwald would wind up his business and become
‘@ctive in the meil order business, He did so in 1895, and
the business that was to grow into the largest mail order

and department store chain in the world was born with three

Stockholdersell
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CHAPTER TWO
ROSENWALD AND SEARS

Mr, Sears was a year younger than Mr. Rosenwald. Born
in a 1little Minnesota town, he learned to be & telegraph
operator, A natursl trader, and always an honest one, he
began selling watches to the railroad men of his acquainte
ance, He would buy two or three watches and dispose of them
to englinesrs, conductors and others,

| During his lelsure time, while sitting at the telee
graph instrument, he would write letters to the operators
whom he knew, In that way hé,laid the foundation for his
mail=order business, He did so well thet he left the rail-
road business and went into bﬁsin@ﬁs for himself at Minneapolis,
dealing only in‘watches and selling them by means of circulars
and letters,i®

His handwritten letters and eirculars stated that he
had some watches %o dispose of and asked each express agent
if he eould‘send him a watch by express COD, subject to
examination, at a eertain price for him to sell, The express
agent would then retain as his profit all that he could
realize above Mr, Searsts price; When & numbser of orders |
had been received, Sears gent to a Chlicago wholesale house
and ordered a sufficient number of wabehes GOD, o FilL bhe
current réquiraments: he held the COD package and reshipped
the watches to the pxpress agents, and when rebturns had been

.receivea from the other express agents, either in cash or
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merchandise, he would charge for the COD he had paid, This
foature of his business was begun early in 1886,L9

Afber moving to Minneapolis, Sears thought that Chicago
- would be & bstter lacétion for his business, so he moved
there, He had already proved the merit of his ides and was
on the way to meking money. Then in a year or two, & man
came along and offered him $125,000 for his business, proe=
vided he would aghee not to sell watches again in his own
naﬁe for & period of three years,

Sears was only twenty-five at the time and the sum
that he was offered seemed to be an immense fortune, He
thought that he would never want anymore money, So he sold
out, and invested $75,000 in farm mortgages. Being a devoted
son, he gave ﬁha\mortgages to his mother and went to Mexico
and California on a vacation,

‘ After traveling for six months, he returned to Minne=
apolis weary from idleness., A. C. Rosbuck, who was much
older than himself, formerly had beén in his employ as a
Jewsler, Mr. Sears was attached to Mr., Roebuck and had greab
respect for his mechanical ability and his character, while
Roebuck had great respeet for Searsts business acumen,iéd
| Richard Sears was so enthusiastie about
selling and advertising that he fre=
quently overstepped the legitimate possie~
bilities of his capital, For instance, he
foreed on his firm againsgt the advice of
his colleagues, a grocery line, He Hodok
the view that it would be easy to satisfy

customers by buying direct from the local
manufacturers and jobbers and pubt very
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little of Searsts capital into it
but inside four months they had over
$20,000 tied up, & very appreciable
share of their capital.

Richard Searsts genius lay in advere
tising and selling, and this was very
largely responsible in early days for
establishment and great development of
the business., As an lllustration,
Wards was founded round about 1870,
Sears, Roebuck in 1888, Bubt in 1897,
Sears passed Ward on express shipments
and in 1898 on freight, All buil% up
on dynamic advertising and furious
801llingeLd

A letter from Mrs. Louils Asher, of Chicago, to Mrs,.
Jerome Frank, Rosenwaldts bilographer, in 1932, gives us
a deeper look into the makeup of the man called Sears,

The most impressive thing I can say is
that Mr, Sears was one of the btwo ine
dividuals who were the greatest ine
fluence in my life, For ten years I
was assistant to coeworker with Mre
Sears in the promotion work of Sears,
Roebuck and Company. We worked to=
gether desk bto desk, days and nighta
and Sundays too, This was the most
valuable period of my life and afforded
me my best growth and maturity, I am
writing you this not to throw light upon
my life; I cite the experience as some=
thing deriving from the force and ine
fluence of Mr.Searsts personality,

Richard W, Sears was & man of broad vislong
one who could create long range plans for

the future and make them become real, A
most magnetlic personality, warm-hearted and
of radiant cheer. He had that rare talent

of bringing out the best in people=win
making them believe in themselves, in giving
them self confidence and the sense of dignity
and importance, He was & man of large build,
nearly six feet in height, well proportioned,
His features were handsome, large lustrous
eyes, a long straight nose, A pleasant agree=
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able volce with a tendency to rapid:
enunciation as he explained anything
in which he was deeply interested, T
think a marked characteristic was his
gracious manner which made everyone,
blg or little, feel at ease in his
presents®, He was to use the trite
phrase “one of naturet!s noblemen,"
There was an air of gentility, of
innate refinement (as against acw
quired polish) about Mr, Sears. He
was extremely democratic and most
approachable and yet he had an efficwe
lent technique for safeguarding his
time against bores or those not fully

warranted in imposing upen hils attene
tion,.

Like most big brainy men he had the
power of inbtense concentration, A
splendid listener giving you his une
divided attention and followed your
thought elosely. His mental pro=
cesses were incredibly rapid and he
could (and frequently did to save
time) anticipate your thought or plan
in detall, He was not what 1s called

~ 8n educated man, at least he had no
formal education after he was fifteen
years oldes Yet I always marvelled at
his facility with language, his wide
reange voecabulary, and he could write,
using only simple words, the most grace=
Tully phrased letbters I have ever read,

He devoted himself to the business, He
ate, slept and dreamed Sears Roebuck and
Coe., and that is the explanation of the
rapld growth of the institution in those
formative years, A man most prolific in
ldeas, he would come down of a morning
éspeclially after a weekend spent at his
country home at Grays Lake, Illinois,
with his pockets literally bulging with
manuseript, sometimes forty or rifty
handwritten pageSe eeee30 he would come
to the office always early and always
fresh (because he led no soclal 1life to
Speak of) pull the stuffing of sheaves
of papers out of his pockets, eall his
8tenographers and start dictating, He
would dictate two to three hours at s
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Stﬁl"etc}he

He was a good executive, & splendid
judge of men; he had imagination and
could understand the other fellows
An outstanding quality of Mr, Seavs
o _ was his understanding of an considere
A ation for his associabes and other

o peoples

This consideration, this absclute .
honesty, this frankness and straighte
forwardness were marked characteristics
of Mr, Sears, In the early days when
he dealt with memufacturers himself on
the huge deals for merchendise that he
negotiated he weas known for his liberal
attitude. He always wanted the other
fellow to prosper, to make a profit,
and he depended upon large scale buying
and menufacturing, mass productiony, to
bring costs down and enable him to make
sensationally low prices on his goods
o rather than to strip the manufacturer,
- the man who was selling to him, of every
: penny of profit in the dealel6

Unhder the contraet Sears had made in Chicago he was

barred for three years from engaging in the mail-order
business under his own name. So he organized the A. Ce Roo=
- buck Watch and Jewelry Company and reestablished himself in

Minmeapolis, Mr. Roebuck, heither then nor after, had any
finencial interest in the business., He was alweys an emw
Ployee on a salary,

The compeny prospered, and when Sears was free to do
80, he changed the name of his firmbo Seers, Roebuck and
Company, He had widely advertised the old firm and believed
that yr, Roebuckts neme was of considerable value, Therefore
he used 1t, along with his own, although he wes the sole

ovmer of the business,
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Richard Sears returned %o Chicago in 1895, TUp to that AH

time he had sold watehes and jewelry exclusively. When he

sdded & small line of clothing to his stock, Jullus Rosens ‘ ‘;

wald showed him samples from his factory. Thus, they struck ﬁ

up an acquaintance. Sears told Rosenwald asbout his business, il

at which time Rosenwald end his brother~in=law joined with

him in partnership. Each paid Sears §$35,000, The company

of three was iater turned into a corporation, Sesrs was

elected president while Rosenwald was elected vice~president
and treasurer. When Sears retired in 1908, Rosenwald succeeded

him,

The first impression people got of Julius Rosenwald

& | during his assoclation with Sears, Roebuck was that he was %

a fine individusl. He attempted to understand everybodye |

He had, a@cording to Mr. Roebuck, what one would eall a
typleal Jewish countenance, Small and stout, he impressed
everybody by his exceeding frankness, his affabllity and
neady sympathetic smile. He liked jokes, and to joke, and
hed an unfailing source of ready wit, which frequently took %

the form of puns,

In the business Rosenwald was actively interested in
everything, with the emphasis on the clothing suppliess , w
He had a quiet, foreceful way of doing things. He lacked |
Searsts spectacular personality and his dynemic manner,. ;
But Julius Rosenwald was & good counterbaelance, because he

vas not swept off his feet by enthusiasm. He was very
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anslytical and a good thinker concerning business matters,

" He was also extremely effilcient., In his quiet forceful way

he stood out in quite a dominating way against the backe
ground of men like Sears and Roebuck. He speclalized in |
nothing, but was active in everything, until with the ve=
organizationvof the company he became espeeially interested

invfinanc@,

Sears and Rosenwald were generally very popular with it

the hired help, Both were very affable, appreciative of

good service done, and lovers of efficiency. They were both
remerkably free from irritation in hours of rush business,

Rosenwald and Sears got along falrly well, but Rosen=

wald was not alwaysready, like Roebuck, to withdraw his

opposition to Searsts will, AL time he showed keen resenbe

ment at seeing ﬁis judgment overrulsed when he kunew himself il

to be in the righte The most friction wes displayed over ¥
advertising, Rosenwald wanted to tone down materially the H
catalég descriptions amd sober up the whole range of their |
advertising, Sears was addicted to flamboyant advertising,
to a type of exaggerated advertisings

Rosenwald did not exactly bring about a sudden change
for the better in the advertlsing ethies, but he certalnly ]
Wes a very good permenent influence in continually keeping : 1
honesty up to seratch, In time this became & tenet of the | i 1

business, but it came unconsciously, Rosenwald was always

1nsiat1ng that catalog descriptions be made as nearly as f
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poseible exact descriptions of the objects in question, After

a time, even Sears saw how this satisfied customers and
brought back numberless repeat orders,

It is strange to think how certain qualities of Richard

Sears brought about a sortiof "disintegration" of his destiny
in Sears Roebuck. Rosenwald, on the other hand, quieter, %

more modest, more tenacious, more abiding in his faith in

the business, seems to have linked himsslf more permanently il

with its history then did Richard Sears,

Julius' Rosenwald is al'steady shining
planet. From the beginning there was
an imperceptible but inevitable tilte
ing of the balence from Sears high up
toward Jullus Rosenwald at the other i
end. The balances righted themselves i
and they swung Julius Rosenwald on i
high==to stay there, How this is re=
flected teoday is seen in the different
family situation, The Rosenwald family,
father and both sons are firmly linked
to the business, the sons ensuring cone
tinuilty for at least another generation,
Here, perhaps, is the inevitable working
out of a Jewish raecial quallty., Richard
Sears, the genius whose braln conceived
the business and whose “happy warrior®
spirit thrust it up to greatness, has.
only a memory of himself left, fading A
slowly with the years, His family has Rl
no interest in Sears Roebuck, and both !
his sons, after minor connections have
gone, The dynesty of Sears will never
come in%% the kingdom their father
createdyl?

+ v These words of prophecy spoken by A. C. Roebuck fail
%o take into account the confidence that Sears had in the i
future of his firm. Yet with his tremendous confidence |

there were two qualities which Sears possessed that foreed i
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him out of the firm. The capital reorganization of Sears

1n 1906 was, perhaps indirectly, the first step Sears took
to agccomplish his resignation, It was merely & cashing in
in of the asseits, and this desire to cash in hesunted Richard
Sears for years, He wanted some safe place where he could
put his money; some gilte-edged type of investment. This
underlying fesr of sudden loss and the resultant worry of

it played & great part in his development,

The second quality was his desire to see things always
go his way. He would often argue & subject from both sides
and enjoy 1t, but he always wanted it to finish with the
opposition accepting his judgment. Clrecumstances, soecial
changes and the opposition of ecolleagues towards the end
mady many of his policles either unworksble or liable to
severe modificatfon. So he felt he was losing his grip.

By 1909, these two qualitles of his nature had foreced
him out of the business. How he felt when relieved of the
tremendous weight of responsibility is shown by a remark he
made to Roebueck soon after his resignstions

. Sears put his two hands together, the
palm of one hand on the back of the
other, and drawing the palm of the hand
uppermost over the back of the other
towards the wrist, he saids
"Now that I am out of that business,

I can just feel the responsibilitg
tingling out of my very fingers.tif

The burden now lay on the shoulders of the entrepreneur
from Springfield, Rosenwald assumed the presidency of Sears

Roebuek in 1909,




w2 Lo i

‘Ag president of Sears, Rosenwald endeavored to raise
the moral toh@ and eliminate questionable practices in ade M

vertising and the catalog. Slowly but surely his code of

ethics began to prove profitable, Honesty abundantly

justified itself as the best policy,
r}f7 | Unlike many short=sighted presidents, Rosenwald never il

gought to relegate all power to himself., Department heads

They were encouraged to think up new ideas and were glven &

free hand to try them out,

We give opportunity to obther %o do i
things, We place confidence in them,

give them plenty of rope to work oub ik
their own ldeas, even if they do make i
mistakes occasionally. The results
are better then if we were to dominate
themAgéth one personts ldeas all the
time,

Yet even as liberal as he seemed to be, even with the

encouragement he gave employeet!s endeavors, Rosenwald had I

very strict ideas sbout the deportment of employees, He

took a fatherly interest in the thousands of girls employed
at Sears,and rigldly enforced & cagt-iron rule that any man,

no matter how important, who éttampted to abuse his position

automatically dismissed himself: from this rule there was no

Appeal, Picnics or other social functions whieh would'enu

courage familiarity between the men and women workers were
forbidden, although no concern at this time did more 1n supply=
ing facilities for wholesome emusement and recreatlion to its

“force than d4id Sears, Elaborate facilities were provided for

were given an smount of leeway unknown in most enterprises, W
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the dally feeding of thousands of employees at ridiculously
1ow prices, Here also the women and the men were kept apart
by seating them at separate tables but in the same roome

A story is told of a visitor who was dining w;th Rosensw
wald in the Sears, Roebuck lunchroom, when Rosenwald noticed
a men and a girl at the same table, He lmmediately investl-
gated, found that they were father and daughter, and ordered
the cafeteria manager to set apart a special table 3o that
in such cases the two could lunch together every day without
infringing the rules,

Perhaps Rosenwald's crowning aschievement in connection
with his co=workers was the "Employeet!s Savings and Profib
Sharing Fund”" which he had set up. The employees who jolned
agreed to pay 5 percent of their salaries into the fund and
thus share in tﬁ@ company!s net earnings every year, For
example, & worker receiving twenty dollars a week, peying
one dollar weekly inbto the fund, in fifteen years, would re=
celve for the $750 pald in by him, $3,428.00, In thirty
years in return for $1,560 paid by him, he would receive
$10,556, Rosenwald felt the plan would bring home to the
people the value of savingvpart of their earningse=0

Julius Rosenwald,truly a great success in the business
world, firmly belleved that the success of a business enter=
brise was due to the work of all the employees and not one
mén alone, He felt that success should not change the indi=

Vidual and £il1l him with arrogance, bubt rather that the indl=

¥
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vidual should be cognizant of the fact that success is 95
percent luck and 5 percent ability,.

If I had followed & definite program

instead of taking the lucky breaks I

would 8till be in a modest clothing

business in the Lioop. I have always

tried to pubt myself on the buyerts side - .

of the counter., The opportunities of

life are too varied to be confined to

rigld programs, When I began to sell

mall order I could see on the other

side of the counter the millions of

farmers and rural dwellers who wanted

the better merchandise which the bownse

folk enjoyed., To take advantage of the

golden opportunity awalting me was nob

genius but simply fallcwing an ldea %o

its logical conclusione®

Rosenwald, always mindful of the plight of the consumer,
held a8 basic to individual management, careful expenditure,
and eliminationASf waste, For he felt 1%t was this which made
it possible for one family to live well and save money on a
|
small income upon whiehy; perhaps, the family untrained in
thrifty ways would go hungrye He held that careful buying was
almost the hardest lesson of all to teach Americans, VYet with
all his emphasis on the rights of the consumer, he maintained
that the seller must beware, for he, not the buyer, takes the
risk, This simple philosophy was what molded Rosenwald into
the "magicien of the mail orderoM22
. Rosenwald often £ave advice to members of his femily

concerning their business enterprises, In counseling Louls
Rosenwald in Salinea, Kansas, he wrote:

You are carrylng entirely too much
- stock for the amount of your business,
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You must run your stock down and
keep 1t within bounds, You must
be eareful and not carry over your
merchandise from season to seasone
If you do, it means that you meke
no money, You will lose every
dollar you can possibly make in
profit on the sacrifices of old
stocks

Rosenwald warned against anyone getting too deep in
debt in credit affalrs,©4 He also had definite modern
views on merchandisinge

It occurred to me that whenever you
put an advertisement in the paper
you ought to cut it out and paste
one of them ofi each of your windows,
They have proven very atiractive

Cand will be equally so with you.
Arrange with the prineipals of differe
ent schools there, to furnish a certife
fcate good for a sult of clothes for
each poor boy under fourteen years, and
on Thanksgiving Day they honor the
certificate, There are any number of
things probably that ecould be done to
brighten up your business and you must
keep on the lookout for theme?

He also gave advice to others outside his immediate
femily concerning humility in business and stock investment,
He wrote a man in Kansas City, Missourl, congratulating him
on & great improvement in position in the firm for which
this man'was working, He warned the men not to let his new=
found brosperity warp his sense of judgment to the extent of
feeling that he was immeasurably responsible for his own
Success, thiough his own work. Rosenwald also warned this
gontleman against. free use of the personal pronoun in his

. business a@tivitiesoﬁs As for stock invesiment, he greatly
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advised people to invest in Sears, Roebuck and Company, ese
pecially in preferred stock which would always pay dividendse.27
Rosenwald, himself never subscribed for stock in his own

name but always in the name of someone else, as he explains

‘in this letter to the La Salle National Bank of Chicagos:

I would subscribe for some of the
sbtock, but would not take it in my

owvn name. I hold no stoek in my

own name in any bank or auny company
incorporated for profit, my reason
beling that where I have baken stock

in companies that were being formed,

I have dons so merely oubt of personal
regard fory or at the request of
someone interested in the organization
and have had the sbock subseribed for
in some other name, since I meke no
investigatlion, and my name as a sube
seriber, might induce someone else to
subseribe, believing that I have bhe=
come & gubscriber after lnvestigabtion
and in that way 1t might be misleading,?®

Julius Rogenwald Stepped down as president of Sears,
Roebuek on octobér 28, 1924, At that time he became chair= |
man of the board of directors, Genﬁral Robert E. Wood,
recently wresigned Yi@e;president and merchandising maneager
of Montgomerj‘Ward,was elected president of Sears., The only
statements made regarding Rosenwald!s resignation were that
the load was getting too heavy for him and his partner
Albert Loeb, ILoeb was stricken on May 20, with a heart ail=
ment and had been confined to his sick room ever sincee29

Speculation has 1t that there was more to Rosenwaldts
Poesignation then the load being too heavy. The Chicago
QQPrespondant of the New York World at the time of this
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change ascribed it %o the fact that the company had mede

sluggish progress ln earnings during the three years prior

to 1924,
| The correspondent also believed that the change made s
‘Wood in place of Rosenwald, was due to Sears Roebuck having
beenplaced under & ban by the Ku Klux Klan, which resulted in
the immensely increased business of the company's competitor,

Wardé’} Geo
The Ku Klux Klen organs at this time also confirmed

the rumor that the company was under & boyeott because of

Jewish control., The Jewish Telegraphic Ageney, inguiring -
as to the authenticity of this report, received the fgllow»

ing enswer from Rosenwald:

. oNot alseintellarof truth in report
referred to in your telegram. No,
evidence of harm from that source
has  been n@ticeab%e even in the
slightest degreas~0

With these words Jewish leadership in Sears Roébuék came

{

to an end,
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 GHAPTER THREE
ROSENWALD AND “THE ART OF PUBLIC GIVING®

The generous Julius Rosenwald was another side of this
;1: 3 great mants character, A multi~millionaike in his own right,
‘ | he devoted many of his waking hours and much of his acounmu=
B  lated wealth to those in need. During his lifetime his gifts
| exceoeded $22,000,000 exclusive of the Rosenwald Fund, which
nad assets worth $40,000,000 in 1908,51

Yet throughbut-his-lifetime Rosenwald maintained a

definlite philesophy of professional philanthropy., In his
philosophy he was opposed for two reasons to the principle

e S

of storing up large sums of money for philanthropic uses
centuries hence, First of all, it directly implied a certain
pessimism with regard to the future, and Rosenwald had no
such pessimism, He felt confident thah the generations

hence would be ev@ry blt as humane and @nlighten@d, oner—

1

gotic and able as his generation and that the needs of the

future could safely be left to the generations of the fubture,
Secondly, he was against any program of philanthropy that
would inject the great fortunes of his day into the affairs
of the nationusoo or 1,000 years hence. He sincerely be=
;i . lieved that philanﬁhrepic enterprises should éome to an end
with the close of the philanthropiétts life or at most a
single generation after his death, In other words he was
totally opposed to perpetulties,d?

Every endowment made in our time should
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expend ltself within a period dure
ing which the need can be forew

cast, Everytime a permanent endows
ment is mede it lessens the amount
avallable for immediate needs; and
our immediate needs are too plain

and too urgent to allow us to do

‘the work of the future generation,

I am in favor of endowments that
digburse interest over a portion of
the prineipal in equal installments
over & gilvemn periods

.Phé péa$rgiv®siﬁiahtiful evidence that
perpetual endowments, so=called, have
outlived the needs which ceused their
croation, There ean be no doubt that
money, left in perpetulty often is
misused,os

Rosenwald was very much opposed to foundations and
benevolent trusts which restricted their enterprises teo
narrow limits and perpetuated themselves by spending only
interest on the vested capital,

He pointed to the faet that millions of dollarg were
tied up in perpétuities to endow orphen asylums which in'
his day were outmoded because 6f diserimineting charityts
attempts to keep the home together, He also pointed out
that millions which were left to endow the study of certain
diseases were lying comperatively idle because sclence had
mestered the diseases, and legai chains prevented the money
from being adapted for more pressing needs., He felt that
% Project useful in his day mey not only be useless but
Vicious in the future, and he urged that the law be smended
Yo give authorized persons discretion to change objectives

O endowments when the originel plan had ceased to further
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a useful end,

In his oppositlion to the storing of large sums for
use in centuries hence, Rosenwald pointed to the faet that
the final disposiﬁi%n of the Julius Rosenwald fund was
set for & period not longer than twenty=five years after
his death,

Multimillionaires and foundation directors were in
agreement with Rosenwaldrat the time of his stated philosophy
of public' giving. They agreed that "dead hend" bequests
should be avoided and that the trend of m@dern.philanthropy
should be in that direction, They too were aware of the
millions of dollars which were left idle because legal
provisions chained the moneys to speeific purposes that were
ne longer usgful to the community, Bub ﬁhe philanthropiec
leaders of the time disagreed with Mr. Rosenwaldts diectum
that all moneys must be spent within twenty=five years after
his death. Th? preveiling opinlon seemed to be that it was well
for trustees oﬁ foundations to have power to use the capital
and that such use should be left to their discretiongd%

Although Rosenwald, a man of vision, met opposition
to his twentyufiye year program, he did point up to the
Public the pligﬁﬁ of the professionsl philanthropist, He
8ttempted to show them that the path of the freelance
Philanthropist was hard,

I made my money in retail trade==
but when it comes to philanthropy,
I'm preferably a wholesaler, The
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mere matter of the time involved

in listening to private appesals

and investigating them mekes retail
giving by individuals physically
impossible on any scale large énough
to emount to anything, and besilde,

I believe that giving without proper
investigation 1s likely to do more
harm than good,

But Andividual, direct-to-consumer
giving has a still greater psycho=
logical handicep. Its disappoint=
mente sre most certain to be so
mimerous and so bitter as to blight
the generous impulses of any but
the most incurable philanthropist,.
Having no desire to have any human
sympathies chilled and my arteries
hardened I have avolided adventures
into that field,

About the only persons who make a
falr success of what you call free-
lance cherity=-direct persocnal give
ing to individuals==~are the poor,
When Jane Adams remearked that those
who gilve most and most successfully
to the poor are the poor themselves,
she spoke a great truth., That 1t is
8 kind of giving which most frequently
escapes leaving its reciplents more
impoverished than they were beflore.
Why? Perhaps because it carries its
owtl" proof of unselfishness and 18 more
generally accepted as an obligation
than the c¢harity of the rich., When
Mrs, Levy gives Mrs, Lewls a little
from her meager family store toc help
out because Lewis 18 unemployed, Mrs.
Lewis accepts the gift with a know-
ledge that the tables may be turned
almost any time and it will be her
turn to repay Mrs. Levy in kind,

But when you consider wholesale phile
anthropy only, do not imagine that
you'have entered seas which are so
well charted that your course is clear,
You cant't imagine how difficult it is
to give money away so that it will
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serve a useful and constructive
purpose and yield a clear net
benefit to humanity. It is fer
easler to make & large fortune,
honestly, then 1t is to gilve
one:-away in a manner that will
agssure the promoting of human
welfare or the building up of
human charvacter,

I .spend many wakeful night hours
planning concrete problems along
this line. As a result, I am

sure that one of the most difficult
things a man can do is to glve away
large sums of money wisely, cone
structively and to the real benefit
of his fellow beings. I have long
since lost faith in those forms of
charity which are merely palliatives
My interest has shifted to those
forms of help whiech hold promise of
preventing the further need for
gratultous financial help.

There is quite as keen a call for
the exercise of sharp watchfulness
of expense in giving a fortune away
as there is in making it. The high
cost of giving is no idle phrase,o®

Although Rosenwald in the preeeding words seems to
tone down his views toward public philanthropy, and yet re=
main firm in his convictions; perhaps the following gives
us & fuller expression of the deep~seated opposition within
the man toward foolish philanthropys

seophilanthropy is & sickening word,
It is generally locked upon &8 help=
ing a man who hasn't a cent in the
world., That sort of thing hardly in-
terest me, I do not like the fsob
stufft philanthropy. What I want to
dg is try and cure the things that
seem to be wrong. I do not under=
estimate the value of helping the
underdog, That, however, is not my
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chief concern, but rather, the I
operation of cause and effect,

I try to do the thing that will w
ald groups and masses rather than |
individuals,®6 L

Throughout his life, RQsenwald held steadfast to his
philosophy of philanthropy and never awayed from it, His ,
1ifetims activities polnt to the facﬁ that this was truly
a man of firm convicﬁions, who was not frightened to make

these conviectlions known to his fellow entrepreneurs,
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CHAPTER FQUR
ROSENWALD AND THE WORLD WAR

During the Pirst World War, Julius Rosenwald was

cémmissioned by Newton D, Baker, who was then Secretary of

Wwar, to serve as a member of the Advisory Commission for

the Council-of Natlonal Defense.®! He was a friend of Presl=

dents and had served as a member of the Advisory Commlttee

of the National Committee since July 18, 1918,98 fTheodore

Roosevelt was perhaps the most influential force in Rosen=

wald's commission, Om July 12, 1918, Roosevelt wrote to

Thomas Me Lone, the Chairman of Overseas Entertalinment for

the YMCA, stating:

Mr. Julius Rosenwald stands in the

front rank of our cltizenship as re=
gards character and ablility. I em
intimately acquainted with his work

for Tuskegee and for various colored
YMCA institutions, If he will under=
take enbertainment work for our soldiers
overseas, % shall regard our army &s
fortunate .29 '

Another factor in Rosenwaldt!s War Work was the pressure

brought upon him by the Jewish Welfare Board. In a lebter

from Mr, Harry Cutler, Chairman of the JWB, Rosenwald was

approached and asked to serve the cause of American Jewry

overseass

The more I go into the question of
overseas work, the more thoroughly
am/ I convinced, and this view is
held by my colleagues, Dr, Adler,
Messrs. Schiff, Marshall and others
that our High Commissioner for &
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limited period at least, in England

and France, must be a man whose une
swerving Americanism and standing

in Jewish and non=Jewish affalrs 1s

of the highest order; and whose
gualifications, temperament and ability
will do much to offset the mental re=
servabion and open suspiclon entertalned
in high political cirecles abroad regerd=
ing, the attitude of Amerlecan Jews bLoward
the Allies,

To such a man is offered an opportunity
for service to American Jewry, which
cannot be measured by any present stand=
ard of value=a service which will be
far reaching during and particularly
after the war In gaining for us the
prestige to which we are entltled, at
the same time making it possible to
carry out our work for the boys at

the front more efficiently and with
less chance of being hampered from
directions, which mediocre representa=
tion might unconsciously stimulate,

My honest judgment is, and this vilew
18 shared by every member of our Exe
ecutive Board, that you are that man,
Can you consider a thres four or six
monthét leave of absence in this
connection, which I am confident that
ouir govermment will grant you? I do
not hesitate to approach you, for the
task requires really big=-men=they
cannot come too bigeespecially when
we are about to undertake the initial
steps of our work "over thers.,® Your
assoclates and workers will be men
whom the Board considers quallfiled,
and the State Department approves.

T sincerely trust that you will give

an affirmative expression, and that

Mrs, Rosenwald will consent to your
undertaking this function, the im=
portance of which I cen not emphasize

too strongly, and I am sure that your
khowledge of me, based on our friende
ship, will convinece you of my sincer-

1ty in the characterization I have made .40
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Rosenwald, not leaving any time for delay, replied
promptly by wire:

The confidence which you and your
colleagues express as to my belng
the man for the purpose outlined
in your letter of the thirteenth
is most gratifying end if I caen be
of service to you in connection
with the dutles for which I have

. pledged myself to the Seeretary of
War, I stand ready to respond, but
feeling as I do in regard to the
overseas work, as expressed to you,
I could not accept the pésition
whiech you have outlined,%4l

Cutler exerted further pressure upon Rosenwald, in
voieing his view that Rosenwald should not only reprosent
the YMCA in overseas work as Roosevelt suggested, but also
should represent the Jewish Welfare Boards

esoedl you were to go abroad repre=
senting solely the Y, M.C.A., or any
other agency, your venture would be
misunderatood and I fear misconstrued,
and internationally the Jewlsh Welfare
Board, which is functioning only in
accordance with the War Departmentts
advice and direction, would recelve a
very severe blowj for in spite of your
innate modesty, Julius Rosenwald, is

8 Jewish international figure, who
gtands for mauch in American life,

I deem 1t my duty to present this phase

to you, and I am sure you will appreciate
the spirit that prompts it. My desire is
paralleled by your own, namely, to write
such & record, through our war work, in
representing practically three million

Jews in this country, that not only shall
we help to win the war, bubt we shall gain
the commendation and approval of the one
hundred million citizens of this republie,
of which we are a component part., Honestly,
holding these views, you can appreciate all
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- the more my anxlety to obtain your
. sympathetic consideration, and

A setive service for such an important
N _ and delicate mission as confronts

" the Jewish Welfare Boarde4

Finally, on July 29, 1918, Rosenwald received his:
official orders from the Seeretary of War, Newton D, Baker:

¥ want you to go to France, move
around among our American troops,
and avail yourself of every opporte
unlty which arises to address our
boys on the conditions at home, and
particularly on the opportunities of
American life as you have observed
them in your own successful business
career,

Tt 18 not unlikely that your chief
opportunities will be among the men

in the so=called Services of Supply,

of whom there are great numbers, who -
are deprived of opportunity for ser=
vice at the front %o render valuable
gservice in the lines of communication,
upon which the safety and efficiency

of that army at the front depends,

You will find them filled with the
spirit of service and sacrifice; you
will find all our boys enthusiastic,
intelligent, and brave, Your special
opportunity of usefulness %o them will
be to take o message from home, pointe
ing out how the country appreciates the
gservices they are rendering and how
great the opportunity will be for them
to build up business and professional
careers at home when once the menace

of militarism has been removed from the
world. Carry them as a message from
me, or rather from the people of the
United States, for whom I venbure to
speak to them, this thought} that in

a time of universal sacrifice they are
having the heroic opportunity, and that
their privilege is to vindicate again
in the eyes of the world the wholesomew
ness and beauty of the principles upon
which American liberty is based; that
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this war will free France and
Turope, bub that in addition- to
that 1t will free America, and

that when they have helped to meke
men free everywhere the blessings
and rewards of & finer civiligation
will be especlally theirs to enjoy

since they have 80 greatly contributed
to their preservatione

Following the ennouncement of Rosenwald!s orders, the

Jewlsli Welfare Board made it known to the world that Julius
Rosenwald would represent them overseas,

colonel Harry Cutler, Chairman of the
Jewlsh Welfare Board, snnounces that
Honorable Jullus Rosenwald, the dlge
tinguished philanthropist and merechant
of Chicago and member of the Councll
of National Defense, will shortly go
to Frence at the raquest of the Secre-
tary of Ware

Mr, Rosenwald has been Iinterested in
the work of the Jewish Welfare Board
gince 1ts incepbtion and has contri-
buted generously bto 1ts support.

The Jewish Welfare Board is enabled
to announce that as far as Mr, Rosen=
waldts duties of the War Department
permit he will in the capacity of
commissioner of the Welfare Board ald
in establishing its headquarters in
paris and London, in coordinating the
duties of the other Commissioners and
workers and in making asrrangement for
cooperative relatlons with the officlals
of the army and with other American
welfare agencles abroad.44

Letters of introduction were sent out to the various
diplomatiec and consular officers in England, France and
Italy by Frank Polk, the Acting Becretary of State, snd

Bernard Baruch, & member of the War Industries Board. The
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letters spoke of Rosenwald as one of high publie spirit
and a loyal citizen of these United States.4d

Rosenwald!s mission was different from any other

ment's in the great war, He wes an officer without rank,
but he wore nobly the uniform of Uncle Sam., He was a great
morale booster for the Americen boys. He traveled, often
in danger, suffering great herdships, from camp to camp,

carrying letters from governors of each state, and greetings

and words of praise from the solid rank of Americen people

behind the home lines.%®

Some extracts from the long letters of the governors

read this ways

CAPPER of Kansasg=«Your years of
war shall not be years of waste
in your lives, Your places are
ready for you when you return,
Your loved ones are cared for
while you are away,

BURNQUIST of Minnesota=«The folks SRELH
at home are working saving, give A
ing, end goling the limit to back e
YC)U. up‘ ;‘i L

PHILLIP of Wisconsin=-All is well Ik
at home. We have bumper crops, BAREEN
enough to feed all our own people | ﬁ;
and a blig surplus to spare. We ik
miss you very much. We shall wel- i
come the great day when your work 1l
is completed and you return to ﬁ

|

Wisconsin in triumph,

HENDERSON of Alabame, who forgets ”]“
that he 18 a governor and writes o
like a father or a mother-~Things
at home are the same as when you
left except for the absence of
yourselves, who are so dear to us,




But there are no complainers,
Both in the homes and kitchens
here at home is the same splrit
of loyalty and determination that
you show in France,

LOWDEN of Illinois=-=No Illinois
man will loge his life in vain by
the war,47

The troops became very fond of the man they called “Rosy,"

While in France he delivered about forty speeches to groups
of 4,000 to 7,000 boys, imparting to them & message of cheer T

from home, Sometimes he made two or three speeches a day,

but usually he talked once at night, He had planned to 1 L

return Qctober 1, 1918, but so many requests had been made
for him that he was determined to remain another month,
Rosenwaid wrote home that heavy rainsg had saturated the
sector of the fighting line in which he was working, On

September 9th, he waded knee deep in mud., Women of an

advanced Red Cross canteen gave him a bed in order that he
might proceed to a post still further advanced.

Rosenwald merveled at the size of the American hospitals

in France, One he inspected held 50,000 beds~=300 times

the size of the average hospital in Chicagoe%8
Rosenwald kept the "folks at home'well-posted on whatb
was teking place overseas, He spoke of the marvelous work

the Américans had done at the many seaport towns he viasited,

In one seaport there were about twenty camps of various
kinds, sixty=elght enormous warehouses and hundreds of

miles of track put in by the Americans,
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He spoke of another town full of American soldlers o

and sailors, About 20,000 were there all the time, be-

sides the troops near by, He spoke of the wonderful sight

he saw of a ship which had been torpedoed and gaved, It
was in a dry dock and the hole in its side was the width

of s8ix ordinery doors and twice the heighte

Sept, 1l0==Such a day as 1l have hadl ﬁ
Spoke to a small group this morning, : i
then proceeded to my second place, SN
a large motor repalr place, where SO
several thousand men are employeds ‘M;L

T stood in the rain and spoke to them,
of course, I had to cut 1t short, but
you should have seen that place=-a
marvelous developmente-=-all since May 1.
Enormous steel and glass buildings, full
of machinery and stock. What our people
have accomplished industrially beats
snything one could have dreamed of, bub
that's too long a storyl

It pelted rain all day yesterday and the
day before that, Both days I tramped
about in mud up to my knees, I have
spoken forty-one times, 80 fare

T saw my first sign of war aslde from
men in uniform as soon as we got oute BEl
side of Paris-=transports or bit auto o
trucks by the score, loaded with men T
and materiels. I saw about a thousand Eh
in three dayse st

Every town we passed through had numbers EIQW
of American soldiers,4®

When speaking to Yhis boys” Rosenwald usually closed
his talks with wha® they miet meake of Americe when they
return~-a real nation, all her cltizens belonging to each

other, He was proud that these boys in the army were n
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demonstrating that men from all places were able to work

together for one cause,%49.

Yet Rosenwald was do dedicated to his work that his
health came second, On September 29, 1918, a cable was ro=

ceived from Paris to the effect that Julius Rosenwald was

411 with a slight attack of pneumonia, His illness was

not considered serious, but he did remain for awhile at &

hospital in Tours,50

- On October lst, the news was released that Rosenwald

had completed his stay at the camp hospital and again

reiterated that his illness was not severe.5l

Rosenwald returned to Chicaego by October l4th, rew

ceiving words of welcome androoncern over his illiness from

many promin@nt indlividuals, Among these were: Edward Be

Butler, president of Butler Brothers, one of Rosenwald's

competitorsy Clsophante Campanini, general director of the

Chicago Opers Assoclation; Emmett J. Scott, special sassistant

%o the Secretary of Wear; and Tiffany Blake, an editor of the

Chicago Tribune.52 Probably the most.beautiful words of

welcome came from the Illinols Technieal School for Colored

Girls in Chicagos

Permit us to extend to you our greet=

ings and welcome you again to dear

old UBA and to Chicago, We are sure

you have accomplished much good for

the cause of liberty, durling your

absence but your poor health has been

an anxiety to your Chicago friends,
among whom we beg to be ponsidered,
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OQur grateful prayers and those of ‘
the 1ittle ones whom your kind N
chearity enables to care fory have n
attended you and will continues EEE
We sincerely trust that your health Ak
will soon be perfectly restored. w
Begging God to bless you and yours..eo9 H

American ciltizen could possibly ‘R%{
i
\

The greatest tribute any

|
receive following the performance of an act of heroism or U

any other praiseworthy pct 18 to have those who participated

in this with you proclaim to others their greatb admiration e

for you, "Rosy" was truly admired and loved by the troops |

whom he tirelessly and unselfishly visited in order %o J
bring & little bit of home to them., Numerous letters were \
sent home by his great admirers praising the works of this
11ttle men who called himself "general Merchandises"

18t Lbt. William P Me parland, in the United States

Alr Service, wrote homes

We had a visit from Julius Rosenwalde )
His talk and the governor!s letter IR K
cheered the boys a whole lot, but his RN
wonderful 11im your friend and backer? L
amile made them feel less alone than b
they had felt for some time, They

cheered him and they meant 1t

Another young aviator wrotes

After luncheon I dropped into the YMCA .
There was & lechure going on, and the
place wasd packed, The enthusiastic
cheering, whistling and clapping aroused
my curiosityeessthe spesker was a short,
heavy men of mlddle age. He was an
artist in touching just the right chord
in the fellows, and he talked in such &
personal WAY, eand so whole=hsartedly
mixed in a few good stories now and then,
that he took the boys by storme. I bturned
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to a mechanic next to me and sald,
tWho is he??

tDem finet The fellows call him
Rosy. He!s a big bug from Chicago
on the National Defense, He cer=
tainly is dam good$!54

A letter from Pvt., Luecius W. Woodruff to his frlend
John Herbert Toal, of Rand MeNally, stateds

Julius Rosenwald gave a most wonder=

ful talk at the Red Cross building this
P.M., He met all the Illinois and

Chicago boys afterward and shook handgese
also read & message from Sec, War Baker,
@Gov, Lowden and Chas. M. Schwab., Told
him I was from M.F, and Company and had-
a short chat, said he had seen Simpson

a few days ago. He has a good mission
to perform over here in addition already
o his service in Washington and his
mossage to us from the American people
carried a multitude of cheer and thought,
If he takes with every bunch of soldiers
as he did with us, which I am sure he
will, he will have accomplished some Hpie"
as his share,55

Rosenwald was the boys! connectlion with the news at
home, Corporal Sol Marx in writing home to his Aunt Rose

praises the man on a mission for the words of comfort he

brought from the homefronts

Today after a long walt, your letter
dated July 31, end posted August 2,
arrived, It was welcome Auntie Dear,
for I feared you were not well or the
1ike, until Mr. Rosenwald, who visited
us, told me you were "the seme old Rose'
and that meant worlds. to me,

One day at mess an announcement was made
(on Labor Day) that a mass meeting would
be held in the drill ground, Our band
was playing so we finished our meal,
dropped down on the sand and walted,
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Soon (Gol, Edward?s (Post Commandantts)

car drove up and to my surprise I saw

Mr. Rosenwald in uniform. He delivered

8 very cheerful messago, in fine style

- and read many messages from representa=
tive home follk==1 was 50 proud of him

he represented so mch as he stood

there, & national figure, doing a big
work, He requested T1linois men to

snake hands with him=--they awarmed in

go T refralned because guch would be un-
satisfactory. About 4PN T had to take

up & question with Adjutant and was

going from my office when I saw Julius
Rosenwald about to enter his car, I had

a fine talk with him and we arranged to
broakfast btogether the next morning. We
did, A Miss Rau, related to the Good=
kinds of 8%, Paul (a Red Cross worker )

was present also. of course I drained
him of home news=he seemed to have apprec=
fated my letter too-~but he is such a plain
unassuming, kind menj his soul is right
and his monumental success is well deserved,dd

As Rosenwald traveled through France, he was often re=
united with boys from Chicago, enjoying it fmmensely, and
oft times subject to surprisel ‘

He had just finished speaking to &
large orowd of doughboys at one of
the larger camps and had read GovVe
Frank 0. Lowden's MOS80E0ee e NOWy
boys,t sald Nr, Rosenwald, with a

big smile, tI'd like to shake hands
with every one of you, for I jusb
love every man with all my soul and
heart, Bub I cantt speak to each

boy personally, although I would

1ike to see some of the Illinois
boys, and Chicago boys in particular,?
He climbed down from the box and was
surrounded by quite a mob ab oncee
They came from all corners of Illin=
ois and had & regular reunlon for a
while. Mr., Rosenwald saw a fine
lookin six footer standing near him,
smiling and apparently enjoying it
all, fHello son,! sald Rosenwald,
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grasping his hand, 'are you from
Illinois, too?!

iBetter still, the soldier replied,
tItm from Chicagoe?

1The deuce you are,! exclaimed Rosen=
wald., !Then you probably know me.t

'T ought to.t the doughboy smiled,

'T am & witness to your will,!
1The==,! Rosenwald just got the
aspirate out, but did not pronouce the
full word,tWell what do you know about
that?! he ejaculated., Then he shook
his hand again and observed,?Guess 1%t
was & pretbty good will, wasn't it,.!
The doughboy happed to be Mr. Marks,

e law student in Lessing Rosenthal!s
office in Chicago, Mr. Rosenthal
drew the will and Marks was one of

the official witnesses.>7

Even following Rosenwaldts return to the United States,

the troops were still reminiscing over his visits with thems,

On December 2nd, 1918, "Rosy" received these words of greet-

ing from Sergeant First Class Harold Henry, of Company D,
the 108th US Engineers, now stationed in the 8t., Mihiel

Sector in Franceées

puring pleasant hours of reminiscence

by the flickering candle light and re-
viewing the wonderful events of the
past, I have often though of our unusual :
but pleasant meeting 1ln the trenches on : .
famous old Mort Homme, ‘

e e

being informed that none other than
Julins Rosenwald himself was traversing
the muddy, slimy, shell torn trenches
which wound eround the crest of Dead ‘
Mants Hill, EYM

I cannot forget how surprised I was ab | QMVW
ik
|

- Tt was a great sight and inspiration ¥
. to see the vigor and youth pouring =
3 forth from one of your years and the ¥
. feeling of security at knowing what i
R you and the people back home were BERE
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for usde

T wish to take this opportunity
in thanking you for the gourtesy
of informing my parents of our
meeting while over here and wish-
ing you & Merry Christmag and the
Happlest of & New Yeare

Rosenwald!s feelings towards those he cheered were

mutual. He greatly admired them and was So Very proud of
the Aﬁerican boys., In addressing & dlnner meeting of the
american Jewlsh Relief Committee at the Blackstone Hobtel

in Chicago, Rosenwald verbalized his feelingsi

The last fifty odd times Itve
addressed audiences my gudltors
were all in the uniforms of
American soldiers, and I want to
say that I didn'?b believe until

T pubbed elbows with them in
England and France, that our boys
wore the wonderful fellows they
proved to bee

vou would be prouder than ever thab
you were American citizens had you
ssen the type of men &8s I S&W them,
who went ®over there" to fight for
Americats ideals, I saw them by
the hundreds of thousands in all
conditions and I mever saw one
vnder the influence of liquopes

and with liguor on sale on 8ll sides
Yoo} 1 never saw one who was not &
gentlemani Not once did 1 see any
outbursts of rowdylsmi

Also, all honor to the men wo went
#over the top,” but don't forget
those who wanted to go to the front,
but had to stay behind and help
supply those atb the front, I hope
every city and community will eppoint
committees and voice 1ts honor and
pride in these wonderful, glorious
men=-=our fighting boys&5§
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'Julius Rosenwald lived his 1ife in order to fulfill

nis mission to mankind, Hils war work was only one byway

along the road to fulfillment, Here was & man who had an

opportunity to stay at home and operate from this end of

the front, but he wanted to be with his boys," Mankind

will long vemember the patrlotlsm of a man called "Rosye"
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CHAPTER FIVE
ROSENWALD AND THE NEGRO

Perhaps, more than anything, Juliuve Rosenwald is

best remembered for his commitment to the cause of the
American Negro, He was devoted to educating them and
giving them a share in this world, His efforts were

nade fo elevate them from second-class ecitizenship to
first~class stabtus in these United States, a country based
upon freedom, freedom for men of all races and religlons,
Why did Rosenwald so fully devote himself to the cause
of the American Negro? His reasons were plain and simple,
He preferred to have ﬁis children and grandchildren llve
where there was no ignorant, uncouth and viciocus undere
privileged class. He felt that if we were to keep the
Negro down, we would have to stay down wiﬁh,himw He felt
that much injustice was being practiced against the Negro.
Rosenwald recognized the need to educate the Negro and glve
him & chance %o earn a good living, He had a strong con-
viction that the Negro would ultimately attain a high place
in the sesle of civilizstion., He firmly believed that the
Negro deserved a fair chance to get, as he called it, "a
better enviromnment,® and he was détermined to do all thab
he could, during his lifetime and beyond, to see that he
got 1%,60

Whether it is because I belong to &
people who have knowncenturies of
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persecution or whether it is be=-
cause I naturally am inclinedto
sympathize with the oppressed, I
have always felt keenly for the
colored race, My sympathies, how=
ever, remained more or less dormant
until the book, An American Cltizen--
the life of WillTam Henry Baldwin Jr,
came to my notice, _I had of course
read Dre. /Booker Te/ Washingtonts
p from Slavery and later writings,
but interesting as they were they
did not for some reason or other make
the impression upon me that did this
book. Particularly was I impressed
with Mr. Baldwint's contention that if
the question of deportation=-is dlge=
missed, it leaves the single ilssue that
in some way the two races must ocoupy
one country.

They have to learn probably the high-
est and hardest of all arts, the art
of living together with decency and
forbearance, Nothing will so test the
uncertainties of our religion, our
moral obligation, or even our common
self respect as will the exigencies of
thisg, which is amgpng the greatest of
all our problems,®

Soon after Rosenwald read An American Citizen, he met
Booker T, Washington, Washington asked him to become one

of the Tuskegee Instituté trustees., In that way Rosenwald
became interested in the education of the Negrogez

On QOctober 27, 1911, a party of Chiecago people, travel-
ing as the guests of Julius Rosenwald and Mrs, Rosenwald,
arrived at Tuskegee for thelr first visit, The purpose of
their vistit was to inspect the work of the Tuskegee Normal
and Industrial Institute, Traveling with the Rosenwalds

were Mr. and Mrs. Morrie Rosenwald, Rebbi Emil G. Hirsch, Dr.
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areham Teylor, professor of civies at the Unlversity of
Chicago, Mr. E. G Cooley, former superintendent of Chicago
¢ity schools, and L, W.Messer, general secretary of the

Young Men!s Christian Association of Chicago.

On theilr way to Tuskegee the party vislted Vanderbilt
University, the Belmont College for Girls, and two Negro
schools, Figk University and Meharry MedicalCollege «83

While at Tuskegee, Rosenwald, who had become interested
in providing YMCA buildings for Negroes in sixteen cities
throughout the Unitea States, addressed the sbtudent body

with these wordss

I am very glad to say a word to you
after the inspiration I have had and
my friends have had yesterday in
Nashville and today in Tuskegee., If
anyone again claims that colored men
and colored women will not and cannot
be as good citizens as there are in
America, I shall ask him to come down
to Tuskegee and visit the places we
have visited and I am sure that no
other evidence will be required to
prove o him altogether the proof was
not necessary so far as ]I am concerned S
but to prove to amy doubter that colored EALE
men and colored women -are just as iﬁﬂw
capable of good citizenshlp, of learn- : S
ing, a8 any of the white people who have ‘;fﬁ“
just come into my experilence. Jyﬂh

I am just going to say & word along the
lines of the song you have just sung
about "back=-biting will soon be over,"
That is optimism and I bellieve that
the colored people of this country have
every right to be optimistiec. I have 5
~always felt that there was a future,for ' .
them, but never felt so assured of that -
future, or that it was so near at hand |
as has been proven in my experience -
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with the new movement for bullding
Young Ment!s Christian Assoclation
buildings'for colored men in the
large cities of our country,

When we stop to think that wherever
these movements have been started

and they have been started in a

nunber of cities in the North and

in the South=-the white man has

joined the colored man in the move=
ment and has expressed himself as
willing to give him & helping hand,
Would you ever dream that in Atlanta,

a Southern city, that such a move=

ment would meet with the help and
encouragement from the white men that
it received? There, in only a few

days, a sum .of $100,000, or the necess-
ary %75,000, was raised, as was done

in Philadelphia, in Los Angeles and

in Washington, although a large portlon
of it had been raised in Washington
prior to that time, but in all of these
cities the white man has shown his
willingness, not only to furnlsh money
for this purpose, but the Young Men's
Christian Assoclation people thems=
selves of the white organization in
those cities have shown a willingness
to undertake in the helping and for=
mation this work until sufficient
trained men are found among the colored
men to take it off their hamds., This
1s only one instance of what looks like
8 bright future not alone for the colored
man, but for the promise of the colored
man and white man being able to live to-
. gether in Americea,

Whet I have seen here todsey has inspired
me beyond words, I only regret that some
of the gentlemen whom I wented to bring
with me were mnot able to see what I have
seen in this glorious work, Your principal,
Mr. Washington, to my notion, has done the
greatest work of any man in America, How
he can be as modest as he is with what he
has sccomplished is sométhing unheard of,
gso far as my experience goes, I only
more people knewl
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I have asked Mr. Cooley, one of

our party who has made a study of
school life in America and Burope,
to write his opinion and his views
and to give expression to the en=
thusissm he has expressed here to=
day on this great work. 50 that
the people of the country will
learn from a man in whom they have
confidence, what this work really
38, Nobody knows what-thére.is here
and what wonderful things are being
accomplished. I know you will be
glad to hear Mr. Cooley and have
him tell you himself what his Ime
pressions are, and I only want to
say "thank you" one and all, for the
hearty welcome accorded me and the
ladies and gentlemen who have had
the pleasure of being here with me o 65

In speaking of the industrial features of Tuskegee In-
stitute, Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch, apother distingulished member
of the visiting party, saids

There was one great difference be=
tween the gods of the old Greek

world and the Hebrew idea of Gode

The Greek gods were idlers; they

sat on Qlympus, sipped nectar,

drank esmbrosia, indulged themselves

in all kinds of human passion, and

to an extent that the Greeks 1n

later btimes were ashamed of their
gods, The Hebrew idea of God was

fhet the Hebrew God was a worker,

Tn Genesis the story is told of how
cdod labored six days and rested the
soventh,” and God made man in His own
image," God Himself worked, and He
considered that man should work,. Have
you ever thought that Jesus was a care-
penterf? He dld not have a clagsical
cducation but worked with His hands,
The sanctity of labor is the gift that
your noble institutlon has made to you
and your race. I has made you the
apostolic message of religlon to labor, 62
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" The Christian world viewed the visit to Tuskegee as
a sign of the times, in that Christians and Jews were hes
ginning to worship and serve together more frequently,
'The striking visit o Tuskeges brought together Julius Rosen-
wald, a Jewy Rabbi Emil ¢, Hirschj Graham Taylor, & Christian
| ministergand L, We Messer, secretary of the YMCA of Chicagos
Students of Tuskegee heard these men speak from the same
pulpit, preaching a harmonious message that the only true
life was one devobted to the service of mankind,66
Upon Rosenwaldt!s return to Chicago from Tuskegee, he
expressed his great delight in what he had seens
I have heard for‘yearﬂ that they
were doing wonderful work, and I
wanted to see for myself. I was
astonished at the progressiveness
in the schools, I dont't believe
there is & white industiial school
in America or anywhere that compares
with Mr, Washingtonis at Tuskegee .67
Between 1912 and 1917, Rosenwald inaugurated what he
called a "five year plan,” The ldea of it was that there
would be a group of ten who would pledge $5,000 a year for
five yearsg--making a total of $25,000 from each, and a
total from all of $R50,000 in five years, This wes to insure
& fixed income each year for current expenses, Tuskegee
benefitted thus by $50,000 a year, between 1912 and 191%,
Rosenwaldts poliecy was to pledge a certain sum annually

for five years, provided a certain number of like pledges

Wéfe obtalned, His pledge was to be paid when evidence was
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aubmitted that the total sum had been pledged and all annual
 payments made, year by year, by the pledgere®8 In toto,
Rosenwald matched the $250,000 pledged by others %o the
Hampton=Tuskegee Fund for Negro Education,8?

In one of his many talks with Rosenwald, Booker T,
Wéshingtong pictured to Rosenwald the miserable condition
of the Negro secondary schpols in the South and asked him
to finance an experiment Iin extension work that would cost
$25,000, Rosenwald did it. The experiment was & success.
There was $2,000 left over. Washington asked him if he
would let him use it to help build a number of experimental
schoolhouses, His 1ldea was to interest both the white
people and the colored people in the building of modest

but substantial and comfortable schools in given rural
communities, with Rosenwald donating one-fourth of the cosb,
after one=fourth of the cost had been raised by the Negroes
themselves and the balance by the white people. The plan
worked so well that before the first of these schools was
built there‘were‘applications for funds for moree’0

On June 30, 1928, there were 4,138 Rosenwald schools
standing in the fourteen states of the South, a number of
them with separate buildings for shops and teachersthomes,
‘Eleven thousand teachers in these modern schools gave ele=
mentary instruction in the three Ris, in home-msking, and
in simple farming and mechanical industries to more than

half a million colored children, These schools were a
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part of the great American system of public education for
"all the people and were an incentive to the progress and
development of schools in the South, The Rosenwald schools
_‘represented inveétménﬁs of twenty million dollars, of which
~ Rosenwald gave three and one half million whlle the Negrd
gaﬁe four million,’t

A'étriking result 6f the Rosenwald rural school con=
struction was the effect 1t had on the white people. The
schools constructed for.the Negroes were in many cases
superior to those of the whites, In some instances, bew
fore there could be erected ﬁ'comfortable building for the
Negroes, one equally as good or better had to be erected for
the whites, inasmuch as race prejudice was so Iintense that
the Negro building might otherwise be burned down. In the
communities where there was less feeling of this sort, amd
the Negro building was first constructed, there was set
going almost immediately an effort to establish a modern
schoolhouse for the whites, Moreover, in some instances
the Negro building was taken as a model for the building

of the whites,

0f course, the whites had no particular desire to be
following in the footsteps of the movement in behalf of the
Negroés, but the Rosenwald buildings were carefully worked
out by architeetural assistance and in accordance with re=
Quirements of school hyglene, As most of the State depart-

ments had no speeial law providing for school construction
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they had not worked out such plans, Lecking funds to employ

agents and architects for the supervision and construction

of such work, they found the best solution of their prohlem

wae in following the plans already set up and brought into

In this way Rosenwald

the states By the Rosenwald agents.
72

1 school construction in the Southe
school fecilitles for 100,000

helped genera

‘p8ide from improving

Negro children in North Carolina, there were two or three

other outstanding resultsg Crimes among Negroes were greatly

reduced, and there was & building up of better inter-racial

understandings White people and colored people learned the

art and the value of working together for making better,

more progreasive local communitles, and for the develop=

ment of the state as & whole. There was vastly more re=

spect for and econfidence -in each race by the othere.

‘The white and colored peopla'in the South loved Rosen=

wald for helping in a great cause in so sound andvpraati@al

a way, They 1oved and honored him as a great Americen and

as a genuine friend at & time when the ald he gave was most

nesded, S

Rosenwald also expressed his interest in YMCA bulldings :i
‘ \

for Negroes in cities by contributing $25,000 to each of

twenty Yt's in eighteen cities in this countrye 4 i

At one time Mr. Rosenwald was approached by a Mr. We

S+ Powers, of Wilson Brothers, & chicago Wholesale House,

~to contribute $1,000 to the colored YMCA in Evanston, Illinoise
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Rosenwald told Powers that he felt there was enough wealth
' in Evanston to take care of the Y., Then he asked Powers
why he was so interested in the colored ¥, Power's reply
was:
Bless you Mr. Rosenwald, I was
~réised in old Virginia, and an
ol! culud memmy brought me upe.
By the by, she only dled aboutb
six months ago, and I shall put
a tombstone above her grave and
inseribe this: "She was falthe
ful to the end."

The story touched Rosenwald so that he gave the con=
tribution, After Powérs had pocketed the check, Rosenwald
seids

Were you really in earnest when
you talked about putting that
tombstonse on your memmy'!s gravef
Indeed I wasi

Well here is the Sears, Roebuck
and Company catalogue of tombe
stones, Please make your Se-
lection and give me your order,

He sold Powers & tombstone in Chicago for delivery and
erection in the state of Virginiaee’®

Rosenwsald was an ardent fighter for equal rights for
Negroes in employment, He carried on a campalgn at Sears,
Roebuek looking for better positions for sapable Negroes
in the companyts employ. He found it very difficult., He was
asked to pledge his support in 1913 to The Assoelation for
Equalizing Industrial Opportunities, Sinece he found it

difficult to accomplish the result of equal opportunities
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an illogical position, 1f he were to pledge himself to such

an gesociation,’® He favored a militent editorial which appear= fﬁﬂ:

ed in the Philadelphls Ledger asking for equal industrial

Tn fact he wrote the editor,

opporbunity for ‘the Negro.

cgeorge W, Ochs, askings

Ts there any way in whieh I could

be helpful in having this editorial
copled in other papera? I would,

if necessary, be glad bto pay for

the required distribution of this
copy 1if I knew of a way to have 1%
published,

To my mind there 1s nothing more
important than this very question

of giving the Negro an opportunlity
to work, If we expect them to be
honest and decents, they mast be glve
en . an opportunlity to earn & livinge

Aware of the fact that he would not be able to reallze

the urgent needs of the Association for Equalizing Industrial
Opportunities with immediecy, and admitting 80, Rosenwald
eame - under greoat eriticism by the Cleveland Gazette, &

Negro newspapers The article, written after Rosenwald

hed dedicated a Negro YMCA in Chicago, wes entitled
"Jim Crowe!s YMCA Dedicated," The sub-heading read

“Magnificent Morument to Race Prejudice, Intolerance, In- | ﬂ‘
i}pmanity, and White Americen Christian Hypocrisy Opened at  1 \\ ‘
Chicago. Wealthy Jew sives Money to Aid Establishment of ‘h
the Color Line." ;1

" he srticle stated that the remarks made at the dedi-

~eation would be ludierous were 1t not for the seriousness
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of the mabter. Tt went on %o quote Rosenwalds
| " We are here to dedlcate this
building and we should dedicate
ourselves to the great task be-
fore us of removing race hatred.

The erticle ridiculed the {des that through segregation,

, race hatred could be removed. It said that race hatred

could be removed only by free mingling in religion as well

as bﬁsine_ass0 Tt asked if Rosenwald would give money to &

wyiddish YMCA," It went on to ask if he was using the

fac@ problem in the United States %o make himself populer

with prejudiced white wohristians® in order to reap & re=

ward in-dollars,

The article conbtimued on by attacking Rosenwald for

not glving "work to our girls in his greab mail order house."

Tt cited a specific instance with the name of the girl who

snswered an advertisment of Sears for general office work

and was prefused., It clted an instance when Rosenwald

attempted to gilve g colored man a menial place in one of

his office buildings“ and backed dovm on complaint of

tenents, The article went on by saying that as head of the

largest mail order house in the world, with & private fore

tune estimeted at from $2£5,000,000 to $50,000,0003
Mr., Rosenwald hes the power %o

make places for numbers of our

men and women in his business,

and he is not in anyway hampered -

by the objections of lsbor unlons,
for hils employees are nob. organ=
{zed, He could do more to really
assist the race by glving us good
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places, in one year than his

1Jim Crow Christiant' associations
will accomplish in a thousand
years, becsuse every moment of its
exlstence it is teaching the lesson
of race-segregation. What we need
is a chance to make an honesgt liv=
ing, not patronizing ¥ jimcrowlism,?
The YMCA, as it exists today, 18

a pre judice breeder of gigantie
dimensions, It is the tool of the
PREJUDICED WHITE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN
SYSTEM which has for its object the
degradation of our people. It means
to despoll the race of every right,
and will not be satisfled until a
race of “good n=-=rs has been pro=
du@@decge 8

Thus, we see that others took the philanthroplc work

of Julius Rosenwald in other ways, Yet 1t is interesting

to note that a leader of the Negro movement at this time
such as Booker T. Washington was very much pleased by the
work Rcéenwald was. doing.

Julius Rosenwald, always concerned with the civil
rights of the Negro, became active, through contributions,
in the work of the National Associatlion for the Advancement
of Colored People, He was most interested in the cases of
twelve Negrbes sentenqed to death for participation in the
Arkansas race riots in 1920, All were convicted by Phillips
County juries from which Negroes were excluded and in a
state of feeling,which, owing to the riots, made fair trials
Impossible, Five of the twelve were convicted in eight

minutes,

The NAACP charged that the Phillips County Court
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machinery was being perverted to railroad Negroes to death
or prison and thaet the trials were part of an attempt to

~ terrorize black farm tenants and prevent their seeking re-
_.dress in the courts for exploitation and cheating by the
white plantation owners,

Thus, a fund was raised to guarantee that the twelve

Negroes would not go to death undefended and without the

justicé of an appeal allowed by lawe’

As & result of this occurence, Rosenwald made & pledge
of $500 to be added to each $4500° collected, up to a total
of $25,000, In other words, he gave & total of $R500 for
this cause¢8d |

Rosenwald contributed %o other appeals in cases of
Negro convictions such as the case of Isaac Bond who was
defendsd by Clarence Darrow in & marder, rape trial. For
this appeal Rosenwald contributed $250, In the case of
.Joseph Cempbell, & Negro convicted of manslaughter, Rosen=-
wald contributed @600 in order to take the case to the
Supreme Court., In the case of John Cloures, who wag con=
victed of the murder of a fellow prisoner at Joliet prison
and sentenced to hang, Rosenwald had his sentence commuted
in order that he might take his case to the Supreme Courb,
But the commutetion was of no avail for Cloures was hangedeal
On October 30, 1917, a fund was incorporated for

"the well being of mankind," named the Julius Rosenwald Fund.e

- Like a number of other foundations in their early yeers, the
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Fund, from 1917 to 1928, remained largely under the per=
sonal control of its founder, The Fund was establlished

for the purpose of enriching Negro education and equalizing
opportunities for the Negro in matters of health,

The Fund's progream was originally concerned only with
building rurel schoolhouses, Later it was enlarged to in-
clude aia %o high schools and‘collegas, fellowships to
enable Negroes of unusual promise to advance thelr careers,
help to Negro hospitals and health agencies, the develop=-
ment of county libfary service in the southern states and
activities looking toward the distribublon of medical
gervices vo persons of moderate means, With the passing
years, activities were reviewed, as ffesh opportunities or
lacks were recognized, and as asgssets increased or dimine
ished, certain progrems were ccncluded and new projects were
added and developed,

During the 20's the swift upswing in the stock market
made possible a greatly increased scope, larger appropriations
and expanding programs wlthin the Fund, In the eighteen=-
month period from April, 1928, to September, 1929, the paper
value of the Fund!s holdings increased from twenty million

%o more than thirty-five million dollars,

The Fund hed been reorganized as of January 1, 1928,
Control and policy making were vested in & newly created

board of ten trustees,

At the first meeting of the new Board of Trustees,

- !l
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Rosenwald announced an additlonal gift to the Fund of
twenty thousand shares of Sears, Roebuck and Company stocke
This brought the total of his contribubions to the founda=
tion to somewhat more than two hundred thousand shares of
this sbock with a market value at that time of epproximately
twenty million dollars,

. As we 8lready have learned, in turning over this
gift to the reorgsnized Fund, Rosenwald established a
philanthropic precedent. Belleving that perpetual endow=
ments could easily become a hindrance to progress, he
stipulated that all of the foundatlon?s money must be spent
within twenty-five years after his death,

It was during the period after the reorganization that
the Fund began to add to its other interests contributions
in the broad fields of educational methods and general
soclal studies, Appropriastions were made to éuch.cauSes and
agencles a8 the experiment in educatlon at Swarthmore College,
the Soclal Science Research Council, the American Council
on BEducation, the New School for Social Research in New York,
the development of the mental sciences, studies in child
growth and development, state cempalgns for reduction of
1lliteracy, the improvement of publiec administration, and
to a number of other projects.

Then came the crash, The value of the Fundts stock
dropped from a high of nearly two hundred dollars per share

tQﬁ»less than ten dollars., Yet large commitments made when
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the market was at lts peak had to be met, To care for
 these obligations without sudden liquidation of the Pund!s
resources, careful financial arrangements were made., At
 the same time, the trustees adopted the policy of sharply
limiting the programs and concentrating more heavily on
wielding influence through studies, publications and con
sultation rather thah through grants to outslde agencles.
The large progrems in general education and soclal studles
were dropped., Iven s0, the Fund during this period had to
expend a considerable portion of its capital, Yet it
managed not only to meet all ite pledges and clear its
debts, but to continue active programs through the de=-
pression, And, when the country began to find 1%s way out
of the slump, the scope of the work was egain enlarged.,

While financial resources naturally influenced the
extent of activitles, the determining factors in closing
programs or entering new flelds were the changing needs of the
times, And, as the Fund entered one field and the problems
and opportunities became clear, it was driven forward step by
step into further ventures, AL first, it simply undertook
to get schoolhouses built for a neglected group of the
Population, When it became evident that there was no special
Virtue in thousands of schoolhouses if the education provided
in them was poor, attention was given to improving the
Quality of teachers, and interest moved on to Negro high

Schools, normal schools and colleges., Both pupils and
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gxoachers lacked books. So supplementary resding and exe

' tension libraries were brought into the programse The

pealization thet the progress of any group depends largely

" on creative leadership led %o the providing of fellow=

ships to give able Negroes==and later, white Southernerse=

opportunities to develop their falents. Acquaintance with

the faults in the distribution of medical care brought

about work in medical services and Negro health. And as

it became evident that 1t was no longer enough to provide

special opportunitles for this neglected group, that the

imporbant thing was %o jncorporate all ecltizens in the

general stream of American 1ife, the Fund shifted its

emphasis to an active progrem of race relationss
The trustees having followed the policy of expending
income, ended the Fund's work on June

$22,244,174 with the

prineipal as well as

30, 1948, with =2 total expenditure of

ma jority of this expenditure having provided for the needs

of the Negroe
Rosenwaldts philosophy concerning the Negro can be

summed up simply. He felb that through the process of edu=

cation the Negro could elevate himself to the highest human=

ity has to offer, As @ result of this his greatest wish for

meankind would ultimately come true in that all men would

‘have equal opportunity and whether black or white all men

would be friendse

Generally speaking, the Negroes were very thankful for
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this great man's generosity. Nothing could express their

4thankfulness better than a song composed by members of

the student body of Tuskegee &8 8 token of thelr appreciation

for Rosenwaidﬂs helpfulnesss

, What kind of shoes you going to wear?

§ Re0=8=E=N=WeA=L-D slipperss .
B What kind of shoes you going to wear?
3 Reu()=§=E=N=l=A=L=D 8lippers. :
Ra(=S=E=N=W=A=L=D slippers, Itm bound Lo wearj
Best we ever hads .

Yea, yes, yes my Lord, I'm gbingto join thet
happy bande.

Yes, yes, ye8, my Lord, I'm going to join
the bandi

what kind of clothes you going to wear?
R=()mg <Ny =A=L=D goods} .
What kind of clothes you golng %o wear?
Re=(=S=E=N=W§-A=L=D= goodsj; :

Reol) =S wlfs =Nl A = LD g00dSe e M’85
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CHAPTER SIX
ROSENWALD, THE JEW AND THE JEWS

Throughout hils lifetime, Julius Rosenwald maintained
- certain eséential principles concerning his Jewishness and
the problem of the East European Jew, A Refofm Jew in his
own right, he was greatly influenced by Dr. Emil G. Hirsch
of Chicagos
As & child, he was a bar mltzveh ab the age of thir-
fesn, A year later his congregation in Springfield, Illin=-
ois, dedicated a new Reform temple in which he was confirmed,
» He and his parents attended Friday evening services
regularly and kept the more important holidays. Most of
the Jews of Springfield were members of that congregationg
and he”always bellieved that the respect whieh the Jews of
Springfield received from their Christian brethren was
largely the result of their congregational life and the
fact that the rabbi represented the Jews when occasion arose,
When Rosenwala went to Chicago, he affilitated him=
self with Dr. Emil G, Hirschts congregation and attended ser=
vices regularly, every sunday, during the time of Dr.
Hirschts pabbinate., Never once during all that time did
Rosenwald leave the Temple without feeling that he @arried
%Way some helpful and inspiring lessbn which could not héve
come to him unless he had placed himself under such influence.

He felt indebted throughout his 1life to Dr, Hirsch for the




w3

gh his teachings. For he felt
84

inspiration received throu

‘pe was truly entiched spiritually and morallye

As & result of this spiritual enrichment, Rosenwald

}'embarked upon many worthwhile Jewish philanthropie ven=

. tures, He concentrated a great deal of his interest upon

the plight of the East Buropsan Jew and the problem of

Jewish‘eglonization, Whenever the toplc of discussion

turned to the subject of Colonization of the Jews in the

¢rimea or in Palestine, Rosenwald would liven up end be-

come &almost ecasbatic, For these gquestions were of the

greatest ilmportance to him, He was not an anti-Zionist,

but rather what one would btern a non=%Zionist, He was &

vehement opponent of Jewlish colonization in Palestine

and almost what we might call today, an avid anti-Zioniste

Rosenwaldts theory concerning the Eastern European

Jewish question was that, insofar as it was an economic

problem, 1t must be solved in the country of their residencej

inasmuch as he felt 1t was nelther feasible nor economical

to transfer the Jews from one country to another for coloni=
zation,
He wes for Jowish colonization in Russia because 1t

was both practicable and economically sound, The fact that

he supported colonization in Russia did not necessarily
imply that he believed in the permanence of the Red Regime,

or that he considered colonization the solution of the

Jowish question in Russlé,
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He felt that colonizabtion of the Jews in Russia would

. lessen substantially the struggle for existence of the city

populations, inasmich as the colonies would absorb yearly ‘Effh

 a considerable number of those populations, In other words,

|
he believed that it was more feasible and economical to i’ﬁ
|

colonize the Jowish urban populatlon In Russian villages

rather than iﬁ Palestinian villages, For, whereas the

Russian government aided the settlers by giving them land | izgi

and money, the Palestinian govermment contribubed nothing, ‘“:jEE

It cost only one thousand dollars to equip a family for
farming in Russia, while 1t cost $15,000 to mccomplish .
the same thing in Palestine; beside the lmportant fact }f‘fﬂ
that the Jews would feel at home in Russia, in Rosenwald!s 3{\,
opinion, while in Palestine they would be as strangers,

Romenwald wasg nob interested in colonization of the

European Russia alone, He would not support theBiro Bidjan

Jews in Biro Bidjan, but rather Jewish colonization in ”? !
colonization because he did not think it feasible. He w.’
felt 1t was wrong to get away frém the central part of the I
country, ss Biro Bidjan was in Siberia. Yet he did feel
that the Biro Bidjan project was far more feasible than K
Palestine, for at least the people would still remain in ~ﬁ
their native countrye |
Rosenwald was convinced that in the Russian villages,

Surrounded by Russian peasants, there would grow up just as

800d a generation of Jews ag in Palestine amidst an Arsb




peasantrye
Is the new generation around
Rochovoth a gemeration of good
Jews? Well there they have the
Arsbs as nelghbors., The Russian
peasants will not interfere with
the bringing up of a Jewlsh gene
eration anymore than the Arabs do.
As a matter of fact, Jews can re=
main Jews wherever %hey choose
to do 804 '
~ Rosenwald felt that European Russia would be the best
cholce. He did not consider the Soviet Regime as sufficiently
gtable to remove any apprehension as to the fubure of the
Jewish settlers on the farms, bubt he was willing to speéuu
late, He felt his speculatlion to be a falrly sound specu=
lation, He believed that the colonization would prove to
be a lasting contribution to the welfare of the Russian
Jews, He felt it would relieve them in their state of
privation,
Rosenwald went so far as to state that if the Agro=-
Joint, the American Qrganization in charge of the resettle~
ment project had not underteken the task of colonizatlon
in Russia, he would have done it himself,
Rosénwald congidered Palestine to be a desert like
the desert of Arizona, He felt that in Palestine,the
Jews could accomplish nothing,
I shall not 1lift a finger to ad=
vance the emigration of Jews %o
Palestine for Palestine has nothe-
© ing to-offer them., The soill is %too

poor to support them., Nor is
Palestine a field for either manu=
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never went to pPelestine of thelr
own cholce, They were simply
lured to go there by all sorts of
promises; and they went; and when
the bait will be withdrawn, they

will eerteinly refuse to settle
there.

L

3

_<

. facture or industry. The Jews
|

l

emigration of more Jows to
Although he wanbed
he had

Rosenwald felt that the

gtine would lead to greab disaster.

to be more emphatic and outspoken in his warning,

Pale

too much regard for the honest {dealists who sincerely be=

1ieved in the ocause of colonization in Palesbtinee

He held the view that the Zionism of his day differed

radically from the Zionism conceived by Theodore Herzl. He

believed that Herzl's 1deal was merely & Jewish territorys

whether it be pPalestine or any other place; whereas the

Zionists of Rosenwaldls day were fanatically pro«Palesﬁine@

Thus, we find that Julius Rosenwald was &n ardent non=Zionisb

os in Palestine and

urtherance of Russian colonization8®

opposted to the ostablishment of coloni

favoring the T

on September 14, 1985, in philadelphla, American Jewry

pledged itself to ralse the sum of $15,000,000 within three

years in order to bring reconstructive ald mainly to Russian

JOWrye
a after & bitter struggle and

The decislion was reache

drematic developments ab the Philadelphla conference called

by the Joint Distribution committee in which over 750 delee

gates from over 100 cities in the United States participated. | ik
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The two opposing groups consisted of noted American
Jewish leaders, One was composed of such leaders as Pelix
Me Warburg, chairman of the Joint Disbributlon Committee}
 Louis Marshall, president of the American Jewish Relief

- ¢gommittee Col. Herbert H, Lehman; Jomes N, Rosehberg;
Julius Rosenwald; and Dr. Joseph A, Rosen, head of the
Agrojoint in Russia, The other group consisted of such
leaders as Dr, Stephen 8. Wise, president of the Americen
Jewish Congress; Jacob de Heas, former secretary of the
Zionlat Organlzation of America; Joseph Barondess, vice=-
president of the American Jewish Congressi Maurice Samusel,

writer; Jacob Fishman, editor of the Jewlsh Morning Journals

and Carl Sherman, former Attorney General of New York. The
issue being contested which ended in a bitter fight was
the question of whether American Jewry should commit itself
Yo a policy of developing Jewish colonlzation work on a
larger seale in Soviet Russia or should merely continue
reconstructive relief bto Russia and recognize the importance
and priority of Jewish resettlement in Palestine,86

‘Among those who were taking part in this conference
was Dr, Joseph A. Rosen, a Russian-American agronomist,
who was a chief participant in the vast resettlement scheme
for Russian Jewry,

In a report before the leaders of American Jewry., Dr.
Rosen declared that the Jewish population of Soviet Russia

Under the present regime was faced with a triangle of alter-

4




" ghat more Jews died in Russia d

o [ B o

natives, starvation, emigration or adaptation, He declared

uring the last few years

prior to his report than in the World War, the ¢ivil War

end the Revolution combined, He felt that to speak of

emigration of the Jewish masses with the closed door

policles of nearly all countries was nothing but a mockery

and that of the approximately S,OO0,000 Jews living in

Russia, O percent were engaged in agricultural pursuits, 10

percent were professional, ineluding goverrment officials,

15 percent were 1aborers snd handicraft workers and 70 pere

cent were former traders and "luft menschen,® Rosen urged

that the only possible way out of the situation for Russlan

Jewry was adaptation@ For him sdaptation meant colonizatione

Enumerating the difficulties of the Jewish artisens and the
- slight possibility of the Jews to engage in industrial work

under the conditlons that existed in Russla, Rosen unfolded

the advantages of colonizations

1. The fundamental advantage 1s that
under Russian conditions, in coloni~
zation, we are nol confronted from
the very start with market conditions,
We approach the problem.principally
as o matter of family or group pPro=
duction for thelr own consumpltiion.
This is not possible in any other
occupation, Markets and marketing
conditions play here only & gsecondary

parte

2, The settlers do not depend on auybody
but themselves to supply them with

work e

3, Instead of ngeelassed parishs" who are
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only tolerated, the settlers at
once become full fledged citizens of
the country, emjoying equal rights
with the privileged class of working=-
men and pesasants, for themselves and
thelr children, ‘

4, The Govermment is in full accord with
the proposition, and as a matter of
fact, furnishoes, by far, the greatesth
part of the necessary investment, by
supplying: (8) Free land; (b) Greatly
reduced rates of transportation, over
the Goverrment railroad; (¢) Pree tracts
of timber land for cubtting Tuwmber; and
(d) Some cash credits,

De Under these circumstances, colonization
becomes the most expedient and cheapest
form of reconstructive work for a philan-
thropic organizabtion such as ours.

6. Prom the point of view of geltting our
funds and help directly to the people
who are to be benefitted by us, no other
line of reconstructlon work could compare
with colonization,

Rogen felt that Jewish mass colonization was not only
feasible but a proven fact in Russia because of five thingse
The objective political and economlc conditions in Russia
not only favored colonization, but made 1t & necessity. The
second factor was that settlers did not have to be trans=
ported for thousands of mlles, Thirdly, settlers did not
“have to adjust themselves o new conditions of climate,
social‘envirohment, and foreign language, as was the case
with Argentinian and Brazilian colonization of the time,
The fourth reason was that the nedéssary investment was
lower than any other country. Lastly, the government was

actively interested and was greatly favoring the movement
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in a practical way, rendering substantial material assistance
to the settlers and granting them many privileges,

Rosen would not commit himself so far as to say that the

colonization would solve the Jewish problem in Russla, bub

pabvher he felt that there would be some considerable alleviation

of the difficultys:

Tt would be a ridiculous contentlon
to claim thet any single measure
could untie the complex agglomeration
of economic, soclal, political and
cultural knots that go to make up the
so=called Jewish problem, And Russia
is not the only country where this
problem affords insurmountable diffi-
culties. Bub mass colonizatlon even
to the extent of settling additional
25,000 to 30,000 families, which 1s &
perfectly feasible proposition would
go a long iway toward solving not only
the economic,but some of the politleal,
social and cultural aspects of the
Jowish problem in Russia. It 1s, of
course, diffiocult to determine exactly
what constitutes the disturblng sure -
plus of the Jewish population, but it
is perfectly reasonable to assume that
by the removal of even 10-15% of the
disturbed population, the general con=
ditions would be perceptibly lmproved,
Taking the disturbed population as about
one=third of the total, which is a falr - IR
estimate, this would mean the settlement 1
of 20,000 to 30,000 families, or aboub 4l
100,000 to 150,000 souls, & thing thatb
under present conditions can certainly
be accomplished within three years proe
vided an smount of $6,000,000 to $9,000,000
are made available for this work. With
additional funds the program could be
extended, as the Government is prepared
to set aside sufficilent land for the
settlement of 100,000 Jewish familliese87

Rosenwald wes so moved by Rosents report that he rose Hi
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to pledge $1,000,000 toward a $15,000,000 Reconstructive

Fund, and spoke these words:

Dr. Rosen, the first privilege

T want is that of shaking hands
with you,.

Ladles and Gentlemens Some of
you may think my rising on this
occasion may have been staged or
pre=-arranged by the Committes,

I want to assure you that up to
the time I entered this room I
had not the slightest idea I
would ask to speak except incid=-
entally, sometime during the day
and then for only a moment. Bub
I have been so impressed by what
_thisiwonderful men, Dr. Rosen,
has told us that I am not willing
to 8it quietly by and permit this
moment to pass.

This is a subject that has interw=
ested me for many years. I have
contended, =whether rightly or
wrongly- that the only way to help
your co=religionists in those be=
nighted lands overseas is to help
them where they are,

My experience and what I have been
able to find out from the experience
of others, is that subsidized immi-
gration, where you have to transport
masses of people, is absolutely im=-
practicable, My friends from Chicago
will vouch for what I say, that this
is not an opinion I have formed re=
cently by my unwillingness to joln

in the Palestine movement 1s not at

" 8l1ll based on my being opposed to
Zionism, T am not opposed to Zionism,
I have been willing for years to help
certaln efforts made in Palestine, and
have done 80, but I have never been
willing to subsildize immigration %o
the extent of moving people in masses
“from one country to another and tryling
to establish them with funds. This,
to my mind, is imposslible at the present




="} e

time, I do not believe 1t is
possible to establish success=

fully & family in Palestine or
anywhere else where land must be
bought and the people taken care

of until they are self supporting
for less than $5,000 a family, It
cannot be done for less, surely,

and ag time goes on it will cost
more, To me, thls seems an im=
possible task, In many cases the
transportation and movement of

large mumbers of people bring

about great unhappiness &s compared
with teking care of those same
people in the lands where they have
lived all thelr lives, There 1s a
vast difference between transporting
them possibly a thousand miles, where
they have to adapt themselves to new
customs and habits, and helping them
to remain in the country where they
have been brought up, where they
have been born and raised and where
thelr families have lived for gener=
ations, and in whose bterms and speech
they think,

I make thls statement that you may
feel I have not been entirely moved

by the splendid, presentation of Dr,
Rosen, I have thought and thought

and thought about this subject, year
in and year out, and particularly for
the last six or seven months, since

I have given & greater amount of study
to the Russian situation,

I am firmly convinced that the Jews
have never had an opportunity to do a
real constructive thing, for their
co~religionists, until now; that what
they have done heretofore has been
palliative, Durling the wer I was
willing to go along, but I am willing
no longer to give in any large measure
for palliative relief, People will
contlmie to require assistance, There
- will always be orphans and sick,

There wlll always be poverty, bubt I
believe tthose things must become local
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responsibilities. wWe cantt hope to
provide runds for our people all over
this world who are poverty stricken,
Furthermore T pelieve 1t is a mise-
pake bto mako people dependent upon
charity. If they can be placed 1in &
position to help themselves, ToO have -
a a part in placing them would have my
hesrtiest secord. I am very anxlous
{pndeed to have the colonization move-
ment take precedence over relief work
in the campalgn which is contemplatede

1 am afreid fallure ror this movement
will result, 1f we are to mass every=
thing and consider the colonlizatlon
work as a parb of the rellef work .

Any movement along that line, I belleve,
will prove & falluree.

What I would 1ike to see would be that
agricultural work, a8 outlined by Dre
Rosen, be made the first feature of this
program sand the first nine million
dollars (if you went to take thab figure
for three yesars of work for this move~-
ment) be seb aside for this particular
work. We ought to know how much is bo
be used for this purpose and how much
“for other work, &nd not leave the matter
open, saylngs fye will decide later
! now much we shall spend 1ln one way or in
/ one country, and how much We ghall spend
[ in enother country," because then we will
got into politics. Each man will try vo
use his influence to get his particulear
pet hobby rayored. 1 dontt belleve that
1s the way to raise money. I think T
know, because T am an old gehnorrer my=
self, I have been in the business for & |
great meny years. T don't believe people ‘
want to glve money unless they know for '
what it is going to be useds. I would
1ike, 88 I said, to see the first parb
of this fund set aside absolubely to do
this constructive works

T shall notb oppose any of the other work
which it 1s desired to do. I do not
consider myself capable of judging on

their wmerits many of the projects suggesteds
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Consequently I am not willing %o
deprecate anyone of them, I anm
willing to contribute, under

certain restrictions, which I will
take up with the commltteesy
$1,000,000. I assume from Dre
Rosents report that nine million
dollars will be regquired during

the next three years for this work.
If we can get more than thet for
this purpose so much the better,

1f 1t can be used to advantage,

but toward the first nine million
dollers, in falr proportion to the
smounts contridbuted by other people,
T am willing to contribute the amount
mentioned.

This plan properly presented to the Ll
people of our country would, I belleve, ERRH
result in securing rapldly nine million SN
dollars payable over a period of three oo
years, If this could be done over & s
period of two years, 1% would probably o
be a great deal better, but that may
not be feasible., HoOW rapidly this ‘
money can be used bto asdventage, I do not o
know, but the first thing this meeting ‘
. should do is to provide for ralging it.
TP this meets with your approval, I_sghall :
very gladly make that contribution,s8 1

Du%ing this some conference at which Rosenwald delivered

his eloduent mesgag@, debate and tulmituous scenes trans=

pired, MNMr. Jacobﬁde Haas, former executlve secretary of

the Zionist Organization of Americe, sbartled the confer=

ence with his question to those who supported the Russlan

l

|

collonization plen: "Do you Jews of Americe wish to de= | w
¢lare today that 1t is your desire and your Jjudgment that

the Jews of Russia are at your cost, to mount on the
Russian Vesuviust?" He pointed out that since the Crimean

Cossak disturbancés of 1648, every Jew that got out of

, "ﬁi
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' pussia was the better for getting out.

Ninety-nine percent of Jewry will
agree with me and with Dr, Rosen
when he sald that /af/ the very
best the position of the Jew in
Russia is hazardous., The life in-
surance expert knows how to draw
a table a8 to the life of a human
being. The record of Russian,
Polish and East Buropean Jewish
history for over three hundred
years provides us with a table

of expectancy by which we can
learn the measure of reoccurrence
of pogroms and outrages upon the
Jewish people, One must judge
Russia by its three hundred years!
record during which the Russians
have on every occasion, under
different circumstances, poured
out the blood of those Jews who
remained in Russla,.

A disturbing scene was provoked at the conference

when the speaker who had Just finished this point in his

talk was interrupted by S. Niger, a well know Yiddish

writer, who shouteds "It's a lle, Ib's a libel against

the Rusaian people” Several delegates of Russian origin

protested shouting: "Why then did the interrupting dele=-

gate leave Russia®"

Dr. Stephen é, Wise protested to the chairman of the

convention against permitting the use of such expresslions

in the convention hall. As the tumiltuowsnoise eontinued,

General Abel Davis stopped Mr. de Haas warning him and

the following speakers that the dlscussion would be limlted

to the‘purpose for which the conference was called, namely

the continuation of relief activities,
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General Davlis, the presiding officer went on to say f\m'

furthgrg

|

|
If you want me to preside, you Al
must not do anything that will "
bring disgrece to the good name ‘}3
of the Jews of Americe. So long |
ag I am in the chair there will |
~be no disecussion about the govern= il
ment of any country of the worldee i

I do not ecare which it is.

Nothing willbe done except with the
proper understanding of the guidance
of the Stars and Stripes which float
over these deliberations, I went bto
cauntion the delegates that the dis-
cussion must be limited to the pur-
pose for which this conference was R
called, That 1s, shall the Jews of SN
America, with their love for their AN
fellow men, be they Jew or Gentile, o
continue the effort which was started _wll
|

at the conclusion of the war of
helping our suffering brethren through-
out the world, ‘
il
The disturbances quileted down, and at that point %
Nathan Streuss entered the conference hall, Then a very '
sharpvcontroversy developed between the chalrman, General:

Davig, and Dr, Wise on the Chairmanis ruling that no

referehce be made outslide of Dr., Rosents report, This
controversy was resolved with the assurance of the chair |
that Dr, Wise would be granted complete freedom of ex~

pression, Mr, de Haas, finally was able to continue his

Speech and concluded by submitting the following resolutions

This conference does not commit ite
self to a program of Jewish coloni-
zation in Russia, but holds for the
appointment of a competent and quali=
fied commission to study the problems




w3 Do

and posgsibilities of Jewish Agricul-
tural colonization in Burope and other
lands with particular reference to the
political, economic, sociel, religious
and educational problems involved in
such colonization, and that the report
of such commission shall be premented
to a joint meeting of thils conference.
In moving thls resolution, I ask for
most earnest consideration, I ask for
a thought and a prayerful thought for
all the human lives behind the figures.

The tenalon inereased from minute to minute as the
discussion continued, and reached its pinnacle when the
leaders of the two groups, Stephen 8, Wise and Louls Marshall,
met in a duel of words, Wise went on to plead for his cause,

for his Palestines

This is no time for war hysteria,
" This is a time for calm, earnest,
careful delliberation, touching
the problems which face us., My
good friend Dave Brown, this is no
vioclation of confldence, came to
me this morning and said, "Hello, Wise~-
"You should have heard what a Jew
on.the street sald just now==-he .
sald that you, Stephen Wise, were -
the greatest anti=-Semite in America,"
He wouldn't let anyone say that of
Louis Marshall, Felix Warburg, or
Abel Davis, or Nathan Straus,

I am giving my life to the Jewlsh people and the
Jewish eéusee Dr. Wise continued by stressiné the unwisdom
of dealing with the Soviet Republic while it was still

unrecognized by the United States:

-1 tremble to think what would have
happened to a company of lesser men
if, a year or two ago, or even yester-
day, we had proposed a step which ine=
volves a certain measure of public
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dealing with the Soviet Republic,

This project of Russian colonlzatlon
18 a new departure, a btremendous step,
in the 1life of Israel in America. It
is & new thing in Jewish life, in the
Jewish 1life of Amerieca, our country
never yet having recognized the Soviet !
Republic, for us to enter into formal g
organized public relatlions with the ' aiHIE
Soviet Government, whatever the grounds, 8
whatever the purposes, i

At the moment I am not concerned aboub
the circumstance that is of the utmoatb
importance-~-that back to the land, back
to the land, gives no guarantee wlth
regard to organized, collective Jewlsh
life for the fubure,

But in 1917 Great Britain issued the i .
Balfour Declaration, Next month, S
eight years will have passed since :
that Declaration, and not & single
step has been taken in these elght
years by American Jews collectively

to express thelr sense of indebtedness
to the British Government for 1its
great and noble action,

I know very well the Joint Distribution IRl
Committee allotted $200,000 for the
Ruttenberg scheme, but partly because , Co
of our own failing, 1t has not entirely '
materialized, I know the Committee has
expended some millions, eight or ten
percent of its entlre fund, in the last
nine years, but no one could have gotten
organized collective Jewry, no one could
have gotten Julius Rosenwald to give
$5,000,000 for use in Palestine, virgually
under the British Govermment, yet Great
Britain is the great friend of the Jewish
people. : :

Dr. Wise continued by comparing the conditions existing i

in Russia and in Palestines

We are asked to vote our confidence pub= |
licly in the purposes and in the integrity |
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of motive of the govermment of that
land in which colonization is to take
place., It has been gaid we threaten
to expose the Jews at the outposts

of peril, There are perils, too, in
Palestine, the greatest risks in the
world, But the Jews of the world have
decided that 1t is worth thelr while
to take any risk for Palestine., We
Jews are not afraid of risks, bub we
are afraid of exposing the Jews to
risks for a cause which may not be,

T do not say bthat it 1s not, that may
not be worthwhiles

Mr. Brown himself told me 1f the Jows
who are going on the farms in Russia
were asked their preference, elghty
percent of them would go to Palestine,

We are asking American Jews quickly to Sy
send money to Russia, in order that I
our eeconomically broken fellow Jews may .
be pushed and pushed into the hends of : b

Russian peasants after a year or two, S
T do not like the taste of that 1in my I,
mouth, In Russis Abel Davis might have H

besn a trader or now, a candidate to
settle on the land, but here he is a
general in the United States Arny e

I urge that General Davis go with Rosen=
wald?s millions==to be given, I hope,
without qualification or reservation==

and ask the Jews of America for $50,000,000
this year==for a truly completely united
and harmonious campaign for rellef--&
campaign to include Palestine as well as 5
Burope, Tell the Jews of America that we ‘
‘have not reached a decision about colon=
ization or reconstruction, but we wish to
deliberate, investigate and consult., Make
5 complete study of conditlons, consult
with the leaders of European Jewry=--and !
then call another meeting and we shall %
gstand and work together, bl

Following the words of Wise, Louls Marshall took 1o

the floor and stated his position:
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When recently 1t was desired by
the Zionist organizatbtion that the K
non=Zionists of America should f
cooperate with the Zionlsts in the i
enlargement of the Jewish Agency, |

ags was regquired by the terms of the
mandate /Balfour Declaration/, I
responded to the call that was made
upon me, and called for a nons ,
parbtisan conference of the leading ~%w
Jews of the United States 1in order f
that they should set aside any pre=
judice that they might have had and
stand side by side with the Zionlst
organization in the effort to make
the Jewish Agency for Palesbtine what
the League of Nations intended it to
be, an agency composed of all Jews
of the world, of every shade or color, !
The effort was made: we acted before O
the Zionist organization acted to IR
express our readiness to enter into N
such a plan. We awaited the action N
of the Zionist Congress as to its |
willingness to enter inbto it in
anticlipation of that fact a committee Al
wag appointed to determine a plan of ij

|

|

|

|

|

representation of the non-Zionists of
the United States upon that agency,
And now that the Zionist organization
has spoken, we shall keep our parit of
the contract,

I have been very indifferent to what
people have said or written about me, i
I have had the greabtest amasement of
my life in some of the articles that |
have appeared in the press of the f;
country~-I1 mean of the Yliddish press, b
I have been described a superannuated
individual, Mr. Warburg and even Mr.
Rosenberg who is not so old as we, has :
been described as one of those anclents, !1
who should take a back seat and let the aE
|

- people of Eastern Europe run this country,

I have before me the report and recommend= i
ation of the Joint Commlitte regarding the ‘
allocation of funds, under date of March 4,
1923 two and one half years ago, At that
time, 1t was supposed that matters were




=3B

adjusting themselves in Russia,

That was the time the new economie
condition was being adjusted in

other countries, when condltions

were improving, but even at that

time, we were unwilling to liquidate
without flrst have made a determined
effort to get more money and especially
for Russia,

We said that at the proper time, it
would be desirable for us to conduct a
campailgn~-=-not a spectacular campalgn,
and ralse flve milllion dollars. That
was in 1923, At that time Dr. Rosen
had been in Europe, had been in Russia,
for upwards of a year. He had made

his investigatlon, He made his invese-
tigation on the spot, He knew what the L.
needs were, He proceeded to try out the S
theory which was based not upon mere iEe
technical knowledge, but practical ex- aniE
perience, It wag at that time that
various newspapers which were very active,
and whose statements were found to be
absolutely untrue, stated that it was the
purpose of the Russian Government to
credte & Jewlsh Republic in the Crimea}

to establish a new Jewlsh State, There
was sufficient objeection in the United .
States with reference to one Jewish |
State, and there would be a great deal !
more objection with reference to two 1
Joewish States., Therefore, when that
guestion came up, I objeeted to any
appropriastion of any money for this work
until I was satisfied as to whether or . ;
not there was any such purpose in mind, R
or whether any such plan was under cons |
gslideration, And my motion was carried 1
unanimously. Later, we found that this 3
was & false report, ’

Dr, Wise says that he is perfectly willing
that I should be appointed chairman of a
commission, that would go to Russia for

the purpose of investigation of this matter
further., What do I know about farming? I
have seen corn grow and I have seen wheat
grow and I know the difference between
wheat and rye, if I geot close enough to 1it,
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but what do I know ebout the real
matters of agriculture? I don't
think that there is anything to be
gained by any such experiments as
have been suggested and I feel that
Dr. Wise is entirely in error when
he thinks that 1s the proper policy
to pursue., Now sometimes I have
been called upon to defend criminal
cases., I Like to get postponements
as often as I can so that the case
may be forgotten. Those of us who
have no politles belleve that the
time has come for action and not for
delay, How long do you think the
Angel of Death will stay his hand in
order to allow us to investigate by
s committee of Jews of the City of
New York?

We have been carrying out a policy S
which was begun four years 8g0. No= L
body has any doubt as to what the 1R
object of that experiment was. It ;
wag to ascertain whether or not we A
could safely go into this work of ‘ i
taking care of the Jews who desire el
to go on the land. The Jews who |
ceme from Russia are not so much ‘ !
concerned; the Jews who are in Russia

are the ones who are concerneds

Mershall then read & letter from the Rabbi of Tubavitch

|
|
and other rebbis favoring the colonization plan, and con= ,li
tinuods |
|

wish superimposed upon the people
of Russia but this 1s thelr spon= . 1
taneous desire, their one wish. I i
suppose that Dr. Wise, after 1921, ‘l
will recognize that Dr. Welzmann is 1‘
a pretty good Zionist and & pretvy P
good Jew, I heard Dr, Welzmann in L
fhe city of New York at a public i
meeting last spring say that there :
was o desire on the part of the Ny
people of Russia to go upon the land,
While at Geneve, five days before the

i
T have evidence that this is not a -
o

|
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Zionist Congress convened, in the
presence of Dr, Magnes, I had a long
conversation with Dr. Welzmann upon

this question, He wanted to know

whether or not the campaign that we

were about to enter upon for agricul-
tural work in Russia would injure the
cause of agriculture in Palestine, I
assured him it would not. He sald,

I might as well tell you, Mr. Marshall,
that there is today seething throughout
the Jewish world in Russia a desire to
get upon the land, to work the land,==
they cannot wait,: They want to work the
land, I% 1s a miracle from Heaven, bthab
feeling which has Ingrained itself in the
heart and soul of the Jews in Russia,
Everybody who knows snything about the
Jews of Russia knows thet this 1s btrue,
The Jews of Russia have always been self-
respecting, they have never been paupers,
they do not desire to be pauperized, they
are not asking for alms,

The verbal dispute between Wlse and Marshall was fine

ally resolved by the adoption of a harmonious resolution

proposed by Mershalls

This Conference, called by the Joint
Distribution Committee and its eonsti-
buent organizations, Sunday, September
13, 1925, Philadelphia, herewith re=
solves that we call upon the American
Jews to initiate and carry thru at the
earliest possible moment the campaign
that has been insugurated for the se=
curing of the sum of fifteen millions
of dollars to be expended by the Joint
Distribution Committee along the lines
of relief and reconstruction pursued
by it heretofore and up to this time,.
This Conference believes that it is
necessary and inevitable to continue
the work inltiated by the Joint Dise
tribution Conmittee four years ago

in the field of industrial and agric-
ulbtursl settlement, Such work can be
extended and thils Conference belleves
that such necessary political - -

|
!
i
f
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and moral-saféguards may be accorded
as will guesrantee o Americen Israel
the practical and serviceable exten=
sion of those activities.

In addition to the work of continuling
and as fer as may be of extending the
work of agricultural settlement the
Joint Distribution Committee 1s herewith
empowered to conbimie 1ts frultful work
of relief and service 1n the fields of
way orphan care, medical sanitation

and prevention of disease in the care
of our unhappy refugee brothers, es=
pecially those atranded in the ports of
Furope, in the field of industrial aid
to artiseans and tradespeople, end in
culbtural work. .

The Conference does not call upon Amere
jcan Israel to undertake any new or un=
tried task in the field of social amellora-
tion and reconstructions This conference
does no more than urge the men and women
of Americen Israel to face thelr duty with
the same eagerness and generosity with
which they made possible the high achleve=
ments of the Joinb Distribution Committee

in other years, i

This Conference regards it as self-evidend
that American Jewry whenever called upon
is prepared generously %o support the work
of Jewish re-sebtlement 1n Palestine., I% )
is persuaded that thru the Jewish Agency L
and other instrumentalities the Jews of ‘
Americe will always glve adequately and

generously of thelr strength and substance P
to the performance of this great and his= ‘y
toric task. \

The resolutlon was seconded by Fellx Warburg, by his
meeting Rosenwald!s offer of $1,000,000 with a pledge of . s
%500,000. Thus, the Conference came to & harmonious con= 1@
clusion,B9

Although the Conference ended with some messure of .

agreement, throughout America, Jewry wasg in great disagree=
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ment concerning Rosenwald!s and Marshallts plan for Russlan
Colonization, A partlcular individual, who never falled to
gspeak his mind concerning policy toward Jewry throughout
the world, and under whose tutelage this author le arned

the basic rubrics of Judaism, came out in direct opposition

to the Russian Colonization Plan., He was Rabbl G.George A
Fox of South Shore Temple in Chicagos

Prior to the Conference in Philadelphia, Dr. Fox wrote : i‘g

to Frahk B, Kellogg, the Sedretaﬁy of State, requesting in- | 13

formation of whether there ought to be offieial communi- i
cation with the Soviet Government on the part of any body
of Amerlcan citiz@ns, since our government had no diplomatic f‘ﬁ‘

relations with the Soviet Republicse ' U

Is it fundamentally wrong for any
agsoclation of Americans to carry ‘L
on offiecial intercourse with a : ‘ “
government which our own counitry |
does not recognize, and in which |
it apparently has no confidence, I
T feel that, should fifteen milllons
of American dollars be invested in
this agricultural experiment, that

a great benefit would redound to :

the Soviet Republics, without any i
guarantee on its part that can be %
assumed to be honorable; and I meke o
this assumption because we have re= ;
fused to recognize them. *;

T am absolutely in favor of putting |
Jews on land in such countries and |
under such conditions as will guarantee B

to the American Sponsors some measure

of our own govermmental cooperation ;

and protection. But under the present n
status, it seems to be both unwise '
and inexpedient for a body of American al
Jews, of which I am a member, to carry L
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on any negotiations with any officials
of the Sovliet Republics,

I want to know whether in your opinion
any relationship that might be created
between an American Jewish committee
and officials of the Soviet govermment,
may work out, not only harmfully, bub
may also create a wrong impression with
regard to the encouragement that might
be thought will be given to the Soviets
by American citizens of the Jewish faith,
and which will be contrary to the
policies of our govermment itselfl,

Teedless to say that a misunderstanding
of this sort on the part of a public which
might misapprehend the whole situation,
would cause immeasurable hard to Amerilcan-

Jows » 90

. In Kellogg!s reply to Fox he expressed the desire not
to comment with respect to the "propriety and expediency

of the particlpation of Americah Joews in the proposed under-
toking." He affirmed the fact that any organizations enter-
ing into any kind of relations with the Soviet authorlties
did so at 1ts own expense, It was that organization!s own
responsibilitye*

Following the Philadelphia Conference, Louis Marshall,
after seeing Kellogg's reply to Fox's query, wrota to the
spiritual leader of Soﬁth Shore Temple a most deprecating
letter, The venom which stung Fox was due to Marshall's
catching a glimpse of the letter that evoked Kellogg's
reply,

T heve no hesitation in saying to you

that no friend of our suffering brethren

in Russia could have penned such a docu=

ment., It is a betrayal of these unfor-
tunates, an act of mischievous in 1ts
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intent, and of one who, regardless AR
of consequences, 18 ready to gacrle N
fice any cause, however sacred, in
order that he may dwell for a brief
moment in the 1imelight of publicitye
The answer which you recelived was

not that which you sought to extract,
and, therefore, your plans were
frustrated. Bul the will to do evil
nevertheless oxisted, and I, therefore,
deem 1t my dubty as 8 member of the
Joint Distribution ¢ommittee to point
oub in its enormity the offence which
you have committed, ’

Marshall then proceeded to charge Fox with misre=
pfesenting the work of the Conference. IO took each state=
ment which FoOX made in his letter to Kellogg and challenged
1%, pointing up the author!s errors in loglc. Finallys |

Marshall concluded with a personal assault on this man!s

qualifications for the rabbinates 1

T wonder what any red=blooded man who ' Vel
is not a Jew can think of & rabbi who
gives such evidence of downright
cowardice, unmanliness and lack of
dignity as you have, The rabbls of
old were never troubled with such :
foars in times of trouble, of perse= |
eution, of threatened massacre. They |
stood prepared to dle for thelr people }
~and for their religlon. They were not - |
troubled by petty fears of what an , i
antli-Semite might say or think, They ‘ \
were ready to act without counting the o
cost when by action there was at least D
a nope that some good might be accoms L
plished, They were not smugly considers |
ing their own comfort, convenience or b
peace of mind, but thelr thoughts were %
of those who were in the midst of per= . o
petual alarms and whose very exlstence E
was trembling in the scales., None of -
them would have been willing bo dle L
rather than to stand in the shoes of o
Mosese !
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It has been very palnful for me to AR
write this letter, but I feel 1%t gy

to have been my duty %o do so and .
I trust that you will regard 1t as O
an admonition from an older man as ‘ yﬁ
to the dangers which may flow from ‘fﬂ
inconsiderate action with regard o
to subjects of the utmost delicacy,92 B
|

Through the strength of anger Marshall presented a very
valid argument against Fox, but as we look bgck upon this
moment in history today, we see that perhaps the young rabbi o

from Chicago was correct in his assumptions,

As a result of Rosenwald's favoring the Russian Colon- -
ization project, in 1928, he donated a sum'oj five million “Ti]
dollars to the project@ His opponenbts deplored this actlon
in that it demonétrated his indifference to Palestine, His | y

deod came under great fire in the Zionist press, They Wj;

issued a protest which was an expression of hurt pride.
They claimed that the donation which was made on the day |

of Dr, Chaim Welzmannts arrival in the United BStates served .

as an open demonstration of Rosenwald!s antipathy to Zlion-
ism, 93 |

Other Jewlsh newspepers in America looked at the

donation for Russian Colonization as the spark needed to .
fan the fire of Palestinian Colonization; It was felt that ;j
the generous donation by Rosenwald and his equals might
Seryé to aﬁaken a sense of duby among the American Jews, for
Palestine, For & loan for Palestine was considered as &

good investment too, for 1t was guaranteed by the Jewish
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nation, by the growing Jewish settlements in Palestine,
by the Zionist organization, and by the Jewlsh Agency
in which many persons of the Rosenwald circle were now

becoming active,?4

Yet Dr. Stephen S, Wise could not regard Rosenwald!s
congribution with such optimism, He felt highly insulted
because the donatlon was assigned for Russia solely and

not one cent of it went to Palestine. He considered Rosen-
waldts contribution as & personal insult to the Jewlsh nation,
and thus, he took the drastlic step of resigning from the
zionist Organizatione9d

I am of the opinion that Wise!s action was uncalled
for, because throughout his lifetime Rosenwald did a great
deal in contributing to the strength of Palestine, He was
responsible for numerous advancements in the Holy Land,
Numberless Zionist demands were made upon Rosenwald, and
although throughout his life he favored Russian Colonilzation,
he 8till did what he could in contributing towards the needs
of the paoplé of this land. One must remember, though, that
Rosenwald did not ® ssen any of his contributions %o the
cause of Russlan Colonization in favor of any Palesiinian
Projeet;’se In fact, his contributions to the Russian cause
ﬁar exceeded those of the Zionist cause, Yet mention muét
be made of the Zionlst demands he did fulfill,

In 1910 a new American ilnstitute of research was incor-

Porated in New York under the title of the "Jewlsh Agricultural
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Experiment Station” and Rosenwéld served as the president
of its board of trustees, Thils new experiment station was
to be located at the foot of Mt. Carmel in Palestine,
seven miles from Haifa, and was the first agricultural
, institution of research supported by private American
capital to be established in a foreign country. 'Jagcb
Schiff and Julius Rosenwsld furnished the first $20,000
necessary for the stationiﬂ'initiai egquipment ., Mr. Aaron
Asronsohn was the director of the new stabtion,96

In 1925, Rosenwald donated the sum of $50,000 to the
Hebrew Teachers College of which Dr, David Yellin, the vice
mayor of Jerusalem was the principal., Rosenwald made the
contribution to Yellin for the erection of the circular
portion of the proposed building of the College. This gift
was conditional upon the same amount being secured for the
balance of the building which, exclusive of the land, was
to entail an expense of $100,000,97

in 1915, Rosenwald contributed $10,000 for the relief
of orange growers in falestin@ who had lost thelr crops,®S

In the New York American in 1917, Rosenwald was regarded asg

generously behind the Zionlst movement that repeopled
Palestine with Jews,®9 Julius Rosenwald was also mentioned

by the Boston Herald in 1918 as a member of the Zionish

commission headed by Chaim Weizmann which was laylng the
foundation of a Jewish State in Palestine,100
Finally in 1919, talk began, that Rosenwald was favored
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a8 president of Palestine., The men who had in most cases
turned down requests for donations for the Jewlsh state
in favor of requests for Ruasslian Golonization'became a {
prime candidate for the leadership of this state,i0l
Rosenwéld’s home in Ravinia was named Tel Aviwv,102 2
Although one can criticize Rosenwald for lacking a ;
groeater interest in the Palestine problem, one must re= s
spect the man for not being a hypocrite concerning his basic
beliefs with respect to Colonization, One must'also re=-
spect the man for not wholly denying the cause of the |
Palestinian Jew but rather contributing to his strength.,

In 1922, an unsigned defense of Rosenwald appeared in an

artlicle in East and West which presented an excellent re= .

gponse to the critics of the millionaire philanthroplst:

the prince of Jewish philanthropists...As
o matter of fact he 18 the first great
American philanthropist. The others

who have preceded him have been philan=
thropically inclined men, bul they heave
not been great phllanthropists, None of
them has given a million in ¢ocld cash
for a Jewish cause as has Mr, Rosenwald, :
None of them has ever said: "I will give N
ten or twenty-five percent of all the money
you may ralse for a certain Jewish purpose®,..e

\
Julius Rosenwald is known today as !
i
I

There are people who eriticize Mr., Rosen- L
wald. They object greatly to Mr. Rosenw

waldts apparent disinterestedness with
the ceause of Palestine, They object to
Mr. Rosenwaldts apparent dlsinteresteds
ness with the fubure of our people, They
say that men of Mr., Rosenwaldts type
should try not only to alleviate the
sufferings of our people at present, but
should also try to shape theilr fubture

|
)
|
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and help determine their fate by work- P
ing for thelr fubture...most of the ‘
eritics of Mr. Rosenwald, and the sever- g
est of them, are to be found in the East, g
especlally in New York. We confess that P
we cannot see the soundness of this !
criticism, .because this criticism 1s en=-
tirely lacking in an understanding of the \
driving forces in Jewish 1ife and Jewish !
historyessthere have alweys been two tenw i‘
dencies prevalling in Jewish life==one

with an outlook on the future and one !
which tries to shape the presentese.ln

the life of other peoples these tendenciles ‘
find their embodiment in the politicien ’

and the steatesmen. A politician works for
the present for the next election, while a
statesman works for the future, for the ‘
next generation, In the life of our people |
these two tendenciles do not find the same |
expresslon because they have an entirely
different meaning. A man like Sir Moses i
Montefiore or Adolph Cremieux, who has de= : | r

\

voted his energies and all his creative [P
talent to the betterment of the situatlon ‘ .
of the Jewish present cannot be spoken of q |
a8 a politielan. The late Jacob H, Schiff,
who devoted all his time, energy and ability ;
to the improvement of the situation of his o
people at the present, cannot be spoken of B
|

a8 a politician elther, He, too, was a
statesman and thought in bterms of statesmane-
ship. It may be that his view of the fundae-
mental problems of Judaism was wrong, It L
may be that his conceptionof the Jewish o
problems was somewhat antlquated, but that |
does not alter the fact that he wes a great S
Jew and a Jewish statesman. Julius Hosenwald »
still belongs to this category of Jewish

statesmen, He too is a great Jew, though he

18 more interested In the Jewlsh present than »
In the Jewish future, We have no right to say }
that he is not interested in the Jewish |
future at all, but to him, as a great 1
business men, 1t seems that unless the

present deplorable situation of the Jews

is ameliorated and the present suffering

of the Jews alleviated at once, there 1s

no future for our people altogether., One S
should bear in mind that business men in ¥
genersl care nothing for the past and not e
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very much for the future, bub a
great deal for the present,

Most of the great Jewlsh leaders

who come from the academy or the
laboratory or from the business

world introduce into their Jewlsh
activities and thelr Jewlsh states-
manship the psychological trend of

the businessman=-=the caring for the
present, In the first place Mr,.
"Reosenwald is a practical minded
businessman, He 1s not a theoriclen
and does not pretend to be ONG,ee

does not size up the Jewish situatlon
from the point of view of a soclological
or political theory, but from the point
of view of the needs of the day., In
his view of the Jewlsh situation he sees
hundreds of thousands of Jewish orphans
uncared for in the Ukraine, hundreds

of thousands of Jewish refugees in
Eastern and Central BEurope, and hund-
peds of bthousands of crippled Jewlsh
men, war and pogrom victims,..elle 18
anxious to help them and help them

at once, and hence his anxlety to

gsee our great relief work a success,
This is the Leitmotif of Mre. Rosén=
waldts philanthropye

We do not say that from ocur point of
view Mr. Rosenwald should not care

for the Jewish future Lo0sesobult Mre

" Rogsenwaldseeswill not answer that one
man cen do only one kind of great
work., There is, however, one greatb
philanthropist in this country, Mr,
Nathan Straus of New York who ks bobh
a great rellef and Palestine worker,
All the others without exception are
nelther one nor the other, but Mr,
Rosenwald is the leader of the group
in America which is mainly concerned
with the betterment of the present
Jewish situation. We believe that

in the course of tlme Mr, Rosenwald,
with his mind open to all Jewlsh
problems, will also participate in the
great work of Palestine reconstruction
and will thus attempt to also determine
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the future of our people...He will come
to see more and more, nob only the ab=
solute neceasity but also the wisdom |
of establishing a Jewlsh homeland for L
Jows in Palestine., Wr. Rosenwald 1s -
not the only great Jew in America or
the world over who has concentrated
his activities on the betterment of ‘
the present Jewish situatlon, There L
are hundreds and perhaps thousands !
1ike him, but he is the outstanding i
figure of this group because from him |
radiate greater philanthropic energles |
then from the others, A Jew with a }
historie understand of Jewish life and 1
the tendencles prevailing thereln, ‘
should not criticize Nr. Rogenwald \
and should not complain about the one= |
sidedness of his Jewlsh actlvities, |
He represents one of the phases of
the great tendencles now prevalling i
in Jewish 1ifeeeel0® SR

The suthor of the preceding article certainly showers |
Mﬁ. Rosenwald with a stream of praise, and perhaps his thesis
that at that moment in Jewish history, Jewish life, philane

thropy in partlcular was going through & phase, was correct,

But he was proven wrong lin his vision of Rosenwald's con=

tributing to the strength of Palestine!s reconstruction, e
because the millionaire never did so throughout his entire I
1ife, Rosenwald remained consistent in his plan for Russlan
colonization up to the day of his death.

During the First World War, Julius Rosenwald allied him=
self with the work of the American Jewish Relief Committee
which sided those suffering Jewish war victims in Russla,
Poland and Galicia, It was in connection with this organ~-.
izetion that Rosenwald contributed what has been termed his

"most telling piece of philanthroplc work,? The story con=
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nected with this contribution inveolved Jacob Billikopf,

the Executive Director of the Federation of Jewlsh Charitles
of Philadelphia, who approached Rosenwald_for the con=-
tribution, Rosenwald was against Billikopft's accepting

- the call from the American Jewlish Relief Committee to

raise large funds, as he felt Billikopf was more of &
Mgoclal worker' than a fund raiser, Rosenwald, frankly

told him, that had the Committee consulted him, he would
have advised against Billikopf. | |

Billikopf arrived in Washington, D. C. on March 4, 1917,
President Wilson's Inaugural Day, and reéolved to ask from
Rosenwald "a single great gift" to head a campaign for
$10,000,000, He walted for a long time at the Willard
Hotel in order to meet Rosenwald who had promised to see
him "late in the evening,” after an official dinner,

"Well, tell me about i1t" he said as
soon as we had sat down, I glanced
up at him and my entire harangue on
which I had spent so much arduous
toll and thought evaporated., I hesdrd
myself to my greal surprise, telling
him in simplest and most unadorned
style that a campaign for ten million
dollars was about Lo be launched; that
it needed some powerful dramaivic stim-
ulus to start it off effectively and
to end it successfully; that the
committee had determined that nothing
but a great single gift would serve
and that he alone could make that gifit,
I dwelt hardly at all on the state of
things abroad, merely indicating in a
matter of fact way what he was well

. aware of, that the condltlon of Buropean
Jews was growlng Ilncreasingly worse,
and that therefore a renewed effort on
a much greater scale than had ever bheen
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tried before must be initiated. e .
listened to me without comment while :
my appeal was gathering momentum. 1
had hed hundreds of conversations with
Mr. Rosenwald but I had never before

asked him for contributions of any
gort, and never before had I seen &
face 80 transparent and serene and yeb :
so profoundly thoughtful, We seemed -
both caught by a common great purposee | v
As T concluded with my specific re= ‘
quest for & round million, the ear=
nestness of his expression deepened.
He sald: "Do you think 1t will do any ‘
good® _ -
1 noddsed and was about to meke 2 highly
solored forecase of the results of such
a contribution, when he addeds \
|

nyery well, I will do it. You may g0
back tg New York and 61l them thab T¢11l
do ite. '

philanthropie work., On March 9, 1917, Rosenwald formalized
his offer, in a letter to Louls Marahéll the Chairmen of

This was Rosenwald's greatest single gift in all of his ' \
|
\
\
the American Jewish Rellef committees !
. 4
The marked change for the worse which
has taken place in the condition of
our co=religlonists in belligerent ' |
1ands, so graphically outlined by Mre L
Jacob Billikopf, has impressed upon v
me most acutely the greab need of N
ralsing immediately the fund which the !
American Jewlsh Relief Committee 18
endeavoring to collects

Tn the hope that the urgency of the
situation will be brought home to the
Jews of the United States, I make the
following offers:

1 will donate %o the fund of the Amer=
ican Jewlsh Relief Committee an amount
not to exeed one million dollars,
conditioned &8 followss?

For every million dollars collected after
March 1st I will contribute $100,000, but
in order that results may be obtained
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with sufficient rapidity, atb least in

some small measure, to meet the present
erying needs, I pub a time limitatlon
unkil November 1, 1917=-=upon this offor,+09

Rosenwald was greatly honored for his contributions
The President of the United States, Woodrow Wilson, sent a
telegram pralsing Rosenwald, who wasg then a member of the
~ gouncil of Natlonal Defenses

Your contribution of $1,000,000 to the
$10,000,000 fund for the relief of
Jewish wapr sufferers serves democracy

as well as humanity. The Russian re-
volution has opened the door of freedom
to an oppressed people, but unless they
are given life and strength and courage,
the opportunity of centuries will avall
them little,. :

It is to America that these starving
millions look for aid and out of our
prosperity, fruit of free instltutions,
should spring a vast and enobling gen=
BN oerosity. loyour gift lays an obligation
even while 1t furnishes Insplratlon,

Further honors were bestowed upon Rosenwald., At a
dinner given in his honor by Jacob H@ Sehiff, at the Savoy
Hotel in New York, Rosenwald divulged his reasons for
donating his "single great gifts"

I feel that the Jews of America have &
serious duty that they cannot evade.
These starving men and women and children
must depend on us to do for them what we
would expect them to do for us were the
conditions reversed, We have been success=
ful as we view success, bub there are
hundreds of thousands who have. worked
harder than we have and have been just as
able, but it has been ours to have the
opportunity that they lacked, And now it
i8 our opportunity to ald them. We have
had the good luck to live in this free
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country the Unlited States, and 1t is

our duty to help those whose cradles
happened %o be rocked in Russla inw-
stead of here, They are no more to
blame for their condition than our
children would be if they were similarly
situated, What we must do is to bring
it home to the Jews of the country that
it is our duty to ald the Jews of

Europe ,107

Rosenwald was knbwn for quick decision, and his fifteen
minute decision to answer Mr, Billikopfts appeal with a
donation of $1,000,000 ran true to form. It is said that
his declsion to go in with Sears was made and also acted
upon within fifteen minutes,108 Rosenwald recognized the
urgeﬁcy of this relief money and pushed the $10,000,000
campaign through as rapidly as posslible, The éampaign was
extended to terminate on December 31, 1917, 1In a report

issued by Rosenwald to the Chicago Examiner on December 26,

1917, he seemed quite optimistic concerning the resulbts of
the drive, He had just returned from the.East, where he
was informed that the committees were highly successful,
In Rochest@r; New York, the localconmittese delayed the
canvas 1in order Lo stage an enthusiastic rush for funds,
On the first day they obtained $100,000, Des Moines, Iowa,
also‘decided upon & belated campaign and achieved remarkable
results, The work in Chicago and New York was practically
completed,

When Rosenwald first offéred 10 percent of collections
88 an incentive to speed up the campaign there were 3,000,000

Jews in the Eastern War Zone who were at the point of starva=
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tion, Now conditlons were growing worse,109

The final amount collected in the campalgn btotalled _ !
$7,789,252,79 and Rosenwald pald §$778,925,28 plus  the i
$150,000 he pledged separately in the Chlcago campaign,llo |
Thus, he fulfilled his pledge of his "greatest single gift."

During his lifetime Julius Rosenwald became the
"gaving power'" for the Hebrew Union College during the : |
depression yeérs, In 1920, as Vice President of the Union
- of AmericanHebrew Congregations, he made a speech at a UAHC

Conference in which he stated that as meny communities as ]‘
possible should be provided with leaders like Rabbl Emll G
Hirsch, In order to accomplish this "the Hebrew Union %é!
College-musﬁ be supportéd whole=heartedly and generously
" because this institution and the synagogue and school ex=

tension work are essential in any solution of the problems

which confront the Jews of this country,®lll

In 1923, Rosenwald received a letter. from Julian More
genstern, the president of the Hebrew Union College, asklng
" him to accept an Honorary Degree of Doetor of Hebrew Law
for his generosity to Jew and nonwJew alike, Within the
iettex Rosenwald was acclalmed as one who has given Yhought
- and efrprt to countless projects for humen betterment, and
has thereby brought materially nearer to realization the
Prophetic vision of the brotherhood of:iankindg 118

Rosenwald requed the invitation, Agaln Morgenstern

- Offered the degree,
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I mighty, of course, urge your re=
consideration of the decision upon

the basls of the conditlons printed

in the catalogue of the Hebrew Union
College, upon page 26, covering the
awarding of the honorary degree of
Doctor of Hebrew Law., This reads as
followss

The Faculty of the Hebrew Unlon College
with the consent of the Board of Governors
is authorized to confer the degree of
Doctor of Hebrew Law (D,H.L.) honoris
causa, upon Rabbls and laymen in recoge
nition of distinguished servlice in the
cause of Judaism, provided that in no
scholastlic year more than two sons
shall he so honored, and provided that
in each case the diploma record
specifically the service rendered by
the recipient which the Hebrew Unicn
College takes pride in recognizing,

You will see from this that Jewish
scholarship is in no sense a requislite

for meriting this degree, but only

the condltion of having rendered dis-
tinguished service to the cause of
Judaism, EKnowing you as I do, I

feel that you may be incllned to argue
even thilis conditiong but I am sure that
you will agree with me that the Faculty

of the College ought to at least appreciate
what distinguished service to the cause of
Judalsm ls, and for this reason they honor
themselves through their decislon to cone
fer this degree upon you, However, as I
sald, I feel that I have not the right

to urge you Lo reconsider the matter and
change your declsion, although speaking
strongly and personally, I would like

very much to do so, I have glven you these
facts solely, or rather primarily, to make
clear to you the basis upon which the
Faculty came to this decision, and which
we belleve is in every way Jjustified, not=
withstanding your modesty in this matiter,
Therefore, without actually asking you

to do so, I am going to hope for a little
while anyway, that you will write to me
again with regard to thls matter, Mean-
while, I shall hold your letter in reserve
and will not convey your decision to the
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Faculty and the Board of Governors
for a while at least,
Ageln Rosenwald refused to accept the honor e

In 1925, a series of correspondence between Rosenwald

and Adolph 8. Ochs, the publisher of the New York Times,
was carried on in regard to & five million dollar endowment
fund for the Hebrew Union College. ochs suggested that a
hundred men either make for themselves, or underteke to
secure, contributions of $50,000 each on the condition
that payment thereon should be five percent per annum for
interest on the subscription during the lifetime of the
subscriber, thus leaving the principal to become an obli=
gation against his estate to an amount not exceeding ten
percent of his residuary estates

Confidentially, if some such plan
be adopted I contemplate making
myself responsible for several of
these 50,000 subscriptions, If
this interests youi I should like
to hear from youe

Rosenwaldt!s reply was immediates

Without committing myself, I wounld
say that, to such a combination as.
mentioned, I might be willing to
contribute $50,000 a year for 15
years (setting aside a sum which
would produce that amount ), pros=
vided at least $250,000 annually
for that term could be secured
under some such plan as you have
ip mind, Your $200,000 if absorbed
in 15 years (interest and principal),
. would 8dd nearly $20,000 annually 1f
my calculatlon is correct, It might
not be impossible to get $500,000 a
. year on some Ssuch "oombination plan,”
During these 15 years, if the interest
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in the cause, and the work being
done by this group justified 1it, ‘ |
there should be no difficulty in ' |
securing the necessary funds to f |
contimie for amnother 15 year |

period, B

I am opposed to permanent endow=
ment funds for any institution

and have been contending against it
for twenty years, but this is a
long subject and I would prefer to
take 1t up at closer range.ild

Ochs was over joyed with: Rosenwald's reply:
Let us now get together and start
this movement with enthusiasm and |
confidence and acclaims )
"Sound the loud timbrel ofer Bgypt's
dark seal ‘
" Jehovah has triumphed=-~Hig people \
are freeiV |
@Qgit givés me the hope that my long
cherlshed dream may come true and
that 1s that the College at Cincinnatl i
become one of the outstanding theo=
logical institutions in the United P
Statesjy~=a lighthouse the rays of which o
shall penetrate the darkness og ignop-
ance, bilgotry and prejudice,l16 .

Later in this ssme year Rosenwald became extremely con=
cerned with certain happenings taking place at the College,
In writing to Jacob W. Mack, he asked questions concerning
reports of conslderable unrest among the students at the
College, Four students had been found guilty of cheating
at the University of Cincinnatly; one student had committed
Suiclde, another student who had been found cheating was
later permitted to preach at one of the religlous services,

and Dr. Morgensternts authority was being defied,ll?
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Maock assured Rosenwsald not only that the report was

true, but also that adequate measures were being taken to

correct the mishaps and to discover their couses,Ll8 :
As the year progressed, Rosenwald began to show

greater interest in unifying the three schools of Judaism, f ‘

Orthodoxa Conservative and Reform, into one, He Telt that

differences should be reconciled and therefore a stronger
Judaism would be the result,ll®

Ochs was not totally opposged %o Rosenwald's view ? |
that all the schools of Judaism should be supported, but ’
he felt that since the Hebrew\Union Cocllege stood for
American Judaism, it should hold the predominant positlon,
Ochs asked Rosenwald to reconsider the matter of putting
‘the Gollege on a sound financial basis,l20

After much preséure put upon Rosenwald through corres- *
pondence and personal conferences and after (Qchs had unders= 11
taken the job of raising a Five Milllion Dollar Endowment
1“:’ Fund for the College, Rosenwald finally made his tremendous
| interest in the cause of the Hebrew Union College known
by contributing a gift of %500,000't0 the institution on
August 31, 1928, The gift was given under the following

conditionss

Ls That a capital fund, ineluding
the present endowment, be ralsed
of not less than four million

~dollars, ($4,000,000) of which
my glft i1s to be a part,.

2. That there be created a’Temporary
Endowment Fund into which shall

‘ :M '!:'. i
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be placed (a) funds newly raised,

(b) funds already conbributed by
larger donors who are still living
and willl agree to change the terms
of their gifts, (¢) funds, if any,
previously glven without restriction
but placed by the trustees in the
permanent trust, This Temporary
Endowment is to be held not in per=
petulity but with the understend that
the Trustees of the College may not
only spend the income but also may
and will set aside from the principal
no less than 3% and not more than 5%
each year, These sums taken annually
from the principal are to be used at
the discretion of the trustees,
either for the current expenses of
the College for that year, or placed
in a surplus or reserve fund to be
drawn upon from time to time for
buildings and budget needs, As much
a8 possible=~at least three million
dollars (§$3,000,000)==0f the funds
of' the College shall be placed in
the Temporary Endowment,

That not less than one half of this
fund be invested in prime common
stocks of corporations of the highest
standing==stocks issued by houses of
the first rating, such as J, P, Morgan,
Leman Brothers, Kuhn Loeb & Company,
Goldman, Sachs & Company; and that an
advisory committee supplementing the
finance conmittee of the College, and
congleting of such men for example as
Robert Lehman, Arthur Lehman, Howard
Sachs, Mortimer Schiff be cresated to
pass, at reasonably frequent intervals,
upon the securliies in which the funds
are ilnvested,

The income derived from this trust and
that received from regular sources
should enable the college to get a
faculty of the highest type, maintain
good bulldings and equipment and attract
an excellent student body. "By their
frults ye shall know them." These im~
provements in standards and students
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should produce an institution of T
such superlor quality as to attract ‘ P
ag years go on ever-increasing funds,

which in turn will make possible atill ?
better facilitles and greater usefule= :
ness, Precisely as & businesgs house i
instead of lending ite capital at &

iow rabe of interest, devotes a

portion of 1% to building up the

business, so this college might well

use its capltal to greatest advan-

tage in developing to the highes®

degree 1t8 sducatbional work, The

improved and enlarged service thus ‘ |
rendered may safely be depended upon ‘ .
to produce conbinied and increased |

gupporte™ : ]

Rosenwald was highly praised for his fine offer. He

had manifested an interest in the institution in years past

but none so great as et this moment in 1ts hiﬁtbry. He had

contributed to the construction of the ¢lifton Avenue cam= 13
B

pusy bto expansion of the Librery and to the erection of & \:

pew Library.l22 But now he had made his largest offer, an

offer that was to sustain the College during the dreadful -
depresslon yéars, :
Among Jewish charitles, the pel of a1l of Rosenwald's

chapities was the Associated Charities of Chicago of which
125 He

he had been the homnored president for many yearses

donated $250,000 to this fund, 124

- Rosenwald used to recall with fond memory & offer and

conbribution he made to one Morris shenedling, of Virginia,

Minnesota, Shanedling entered Rosenwald's office on Way 7th,

1919, and saw Mr. Graves, Mr. Rosenwald!s secretary. NI Shan-

edling submitted ovidence that on February 19, 1910, Mre
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Rosenwald had given him $100 for a house of worship for

the Congregation Binal Abraham of Virginia, Minnesota,

and had promised him an additional $150 when the buildings
and grounds were free from debt, In this way Mr, Rosene

- wald promoted many building progreams, Mr. Shanedling had

a soiled and tattered subscription list which Rosenwald had
signed in two places. He also brought the mortgage release
and four cancelled mortgage notes for $500 each, represent-
ing the $2,000 mortgage. The Congregation had worked for
nine years to pay off that debt. Many of the payments en-
dorsed on the backs of the notes were as small as $20, Mre.
Graves knew Mr, Rosenwald!s heart would be touched by such
an act of fldelity to a trust and he asked him 1f he would

\
step lnto his office and congratulate Mr. Shanedling. Mre =
|
- Rosenwald sailds

Why that's the man who came into
see me with Mr. Gatzert of Rosen-~
wald and Well,
He walked into Mr. Graves! office and shook hands with
Mr, Shanedling and askeds
Arent't you the man who came to gee
me with Mr., Gatzert of Rosenwald
and Weil?
Yes, I am the mani
Mr., Shanedling was greatly surprised as the interview
had taken place more than nine years before., Mr. Rosenwald

congratulated him on the success of their building program

and directed the payment of 150,125




=112

Another means of Jewish phllanthropy was Rosenwald's

promotion of Jewish scholarship in an essay contest he
organized attempting to find the answer to the dquestion of
| .v'Judaismﬁg ability to adjust itself sufficiently to the
| modern viewpoint and enviromment without losing its identity.
In other words he was attemplting to find the answer to the
fubture of American Judaism. The contest was announced in
1929 and continued until 1935, The first prize was $3,500,
the second prize was $1,500 énd the third prize was $1,000,
The first prize winner was Dr. Mordecal M., Kaplan, then
professor of Homiletics at the Jewish Theological Seminary
and Head of the Te%chers Institute of New York, The re-

sult of his essay was his famed book Judalsm as a Cilvilizations

The second prize was awarded to Dr, Lee J. Levinger, then

rabbl in charge of the Hillel at Ohlo University. The

third prize winner was Rabbi Eugene Kohn, of Bayonne, New

Jersey 1e6 |

In 1928, Rosenwald became extremely concerned with

the problems of anti-semitism in America., Evidence of his

interest was demonstrated in his correspondence during

this year, In a letter to Harry Bugene Kelly of this year,

Rosenwald pralsed the Unilon League ¢lub of Chicago for electing
= General Abel Davis to membership in the club, He criticized
the club for its bigotry with regeard to those who are not
members of the Chrilstian falth,

In my humble opinion the ¢lub has been
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disgraced by its past action,
not only in regard to this
candidate which is outstanding,
but in its attitude toward re=
presentative citizens just be=
cause they are not of the
Christian faith.

The bigotry of the membership
of this Club, which has for
years been evidenced by this
attitude is not one iota less
culpable than are the blgols
who would vote against AL Smith
because he 1ls a Cathollc, '

There are & number of representative
Jewish citizens who might care to
join the Unicn League Club, bub
whoge self-respect would not permi?b
them to do so as long as thils con=-
dition of affairs exists. I belleve
the Club could only make amends

by deliberately inviting a number

of such persons tHo become members,
thereby indicating their desire

to be fair and juste-27 .

. Kelly did not deny that Rosenwald!s charges wére true .
He considered them as the absolute truth which "is a blot

on the tscubcheon of the Club,® Kelly himself had attempted
to wipe out the bigotry in the club and eradicate its evil
influence, He felt that a step forward was the election of
General Davis to membership,+e8

People not only sought counsel from Rosenwald in
monetary matters but also in the problems of the day. A

_ former Jewlsh student, Mr. Harold Kramer, of the University
of Chicago wrote Rosenwald, a trustee of the University, in
1928, expressing hils alarm over the displays of pre judice

he experienced at the Universlty:

;
- R

- o
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My first few days at the University
T was rushed in a frabernity, but
dropped like a hotb potato when 1t
was ascertained I was Jewlsh, It
was really my flrst contact with
that sort of thing, because out here
in the small towns of Nebraska the
subject never arises in any way,
sheape or form, financially or socially.
After awhile I of course became used
to it, and schooled to ite

What I cannot understand, and have
frequently thought of writing to

you aboulb, Ls how the school author=
1ties at the Universlty countenance
a continuation of the prejudice of
the fraternities, They are really
encouraging it. They are teaching
1t to the young men at thelr most
jmpressionable age. And what I
cannot further understand is how
you continue to add to their en-
dowment, Don't you know about the
situation, or, if you know aboub |
it, upon what basis do you justify

your left one is smote " i

To me, my experlences were sad blows,
To other young Joews, I believe it 1s
likewise., To gentlles, it is a sheme
to start them out in 1life with those
pre judices, for they have to overcome
them to a great extent after they getb
out intg the business and socilal
world,

Rosenwald 1n reply to Kramer pointed to the present Presi-
dential dampaign of Al Smith as that instance which had
ugcovered a great number of flagrant examples of religious
pre judice 1n the United gtates. It was this campaign which

had also created great interest on Rosenweldts part in the

problems of anbi-Semitism. Rogsenwald polnted out to Kramer

your action? Possibly the theory % 
of Wturning your right cheek 1f P
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that wherever one finds a large group he was bound to find
pre judice, and just because religious prejudice hecame
overt during the present Presidential cempaign did not
mean one should condemn the entire United States,

Neilther should one, by similar

reasoning, condemn the University

of Chicago, Whatever may be the

feeling among certain groups in

the student body, I am satisfied

that the faculty and trustees do

not entertaln prejudice, contrary

to your suggestiona that "they are

really encouraging it."

Rosenwald who was greatly concerned with the histor=
jcity of Jesus at thils time went on to tell Kramer what
should be done to counteract the pre judice of the daye
First of all the truth should be apread, Rosenwald con-
tinued by quoting an article from the November issue of

the Atlantic Monthly by Robert Keable entitled, "The Great

gallilean®, in which he says:

No man knows sufficient of the
earthly life of Jesus to write
a biography of him. For that
matter, no one knows enough
about him for the normal Times
obituary notlice of a great man.
If regard were had to what we
should call, in current speech,
definitely historical facts,
scarcely three lines could be
* filled,

Moreover, 1f newspapers had been
in existence, and if that obituary
notice had had to be written in
the year of hls death, no edltor
could have found in the literature
of his day so much as his name,
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We do not know, with anything .
approaching historical certalinty, L ‘ &
of whom he was born, or when, or ‘
where; how long he lived, or how
long he labored; and the sayings
which are indubiltably hils are a
mere handful,

The storles of his reputed re-
surrection are so contradlctory
and confused that 1t is impossible
to make more than a guess at thelr
true import.

It was Rosenwaldfs-feeling‘that researéh of this type 1T
exposed to the public would tend to overcome the false , i
impression of the crucifixion of Christ by the Jews, |
The other thingé Whiéh Rosenwald felt college men
should constantly bear‘in'mina was that all persons of

the religion to Whiqh they belong were 1ikelyvto be judged
‘by thqir conduct and that, therefore, it,was‘inportant
that young Jewish men and women at the éolleges conduet |
themselves properly@.

In.summary; Rosenwald expressed to Kremer the need

for the extension of the truth.énd”proper‘conduct in order

to break down pr@judice@150

In this seme year, LQEB,;ROS@nwéld came across a letter
offering positlions to young men by the John B, Wiggins Coms
pany, who were engravers, plate ﬁrinters and die embossers

in Chicago. The letter contained the following'statementmwm
ﬁHowever we fgally have an‘excepﬁioﬁal opportunity for
¢lean-cut young hustlers-Gentiles, etc." Rosenwald felt

this cast a reflection upon and tended o injure to & greatb
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extent every Jew, regardless of his ability and characters,
Rosenwald requested thab the company discontinue this method
of securing help, & method which he feolt discredited ‘ | ’

. Wghousands of reputable American cltizens 151

The president and managey of the company, Arthur D.
Wiggins was guick to replya

Regret exceedingly that any re=

flection was cast on the Jewish

race by mentioning the word

ngentileat in letter which you ' 3
refer to. |

These letters were prepared by a
direct mail concern which we pat=
pronlze and while the writer read

over the letter the meaning of

this word really escaped our notlice.
Qur firm is employing at the present
time quite a number of workers of

the Jewish race and we have the high=
ealt regard for their character and
ability. You may be agsured that o
we fully realize the injustice of :
this mistake and will see that any
further letters sent by our house
in the future aroe more carefully
read OVeTr,

We bellieve in the Golden Rule and

are an old established engraving

firm endeavoring to do legltimate
business and are barring no appli-
cants regardless of their race

for sny positions we have to of for 182

~ During his lifetime Julius Rogenwald served as & vlce
president and member of the American.Jewish Committee and
although opposed to 1ts policy concerning Palestine, he .

served ag & member of the Personal Executlve Commnittee of

the American Jewish Cengress 1989
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As has been shown, during his 1lifetime Julius Rosenwald
was not merely & passive benefactor, He was a man of decided
‘and definite oplinions. pefore he contributed to any cause,

" he would meke a thorough investigation of its merits, and
practicallty, and then would act accordingly. He would
never leave such investigation to others, but would try Ho
arrive at the truth for himself,

Rosenwald did not pelieve in the theory of assimilatione
He felt that the Jews ag a people, a3 an ethnic group, had
existed for thousands of years and would continue to exls?h
as such in America in the future.

T cannot say what will happen o
the Jews within the next thousand
years, No one call But as re=
gards the next hundred or two
hundred years, I fell cerbain the
Jewlsh People, including American
Jewry, will exist as a separabe
group. There 18 no danger that
American Jewry might degenerate
into & mere religilous sect or lose
its cultural signiflcances

‘He believed that in the not too distant future the com=
ing generations of Amerlcan Jews were destined to undergo
mony modifications. He felt that cerbtaln aspecks of the
1life of Amerilcan JeWry would undoubtedly changse conaiderably
within the next few generations. He did belleve however that
there would never be a dearth of lively activity in American

Jewlsh lifes

Rosenwald was very much interested in Jewish educatlions

He was also interested in Hebrew educatlion, not only in America,
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but in Palestine as well., He felt that a thorough Yiddish @ﬁ
and Hebrew educatlion was essential to the normal develop= f
" ment of Jowish life 1n America,

In order that American Judalsm
may develop normally, we must
Lake the gquestion of Jewish
education very seriously. My
plan for perpetuating Judaism
in America iss 'If we take the
question of Jewish education v
seriously, we shall have here & i
generation of serious minded ;
Jews; otherwise, I pity the E
1eadors of the future Jewish ’ |
" generation, Jewlsh tradition &
is something that has to be .
studiled and mastered., When the o
Jewish youth in America will o
take to studying Jewlsh tradition P
then the permanence of Jews in
this country shall be assured,1o4

Tt was Julius Rosenwald, the Jew, who throughout his
1ifetime was one of. the primary forces vehind the permanence

of Judaism not only in this country but throughout the worlde




=] 20=

CHAPTER SEVEN
ROSENWALD AND POLITICS

Throughout his lifetime, Julius Rosenwald was both
active in Chicago politics as well as national politles,
In Chicago, he served as a member of the Vice Commission
or Committee of Flfteen under the leadership of Mayor Fred
A. Busse, The work of the commission was perhaps the most
complete survey of the terrible conditions in the city
ever made in the early part of this century. When the Co=
mmission's report was published, the Postmaster of Chicago
closed the mails to it, as he considered it as a dissemina=-
tion of obscene matter,

The Commission was set up to inquire into the soeclal
conditions of the clity. Hundreds of immigrants arrived
at the railroad statlons, especially Dearborn, every week,
and many of them were unable to gpeak English, In 1910,
there'werg no immigratlon restrictions or legislation pro=-
tecting these new arrivéls. As a result, because of the
lack of protection, several foreign girls dlsappeared from
the stations which were in those days infested by harpiles,
runneré for cheap hotels and;peddlers of all sorts of wice,
The findings,of the Commission brought about an anti-vice
erusade which did premendous good in Chicago,

Rosenwald was later appointed a member of the Commlttee

of Fifteen as a result of the report of the Commlission, A
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thorough clean=up of Chicagots worst districts was made.
Many eriminals were prosecuted and many red light houses

and dives were shubdown. At times the police showed &

diginclination to intervene, S0 Mayor Harrison took arbiltrary

action and closed down several on his own warrant., Thus,
evidence of police corruption appeared,

The Committee of Fifteen was organized originally in
1908 and incorporated in 19ll. Its purpose was to ald the
public authorities in the enforcement of the laws against
pandering and to take measures calculated to prevent trafiic
1n women,135 It truly fulfilled its established purpose.
Rosenwald in a statement to the press in 1915 at the annual
dinner of the Committee»of Fifteen sang the praises of the
Comnlttees

As far as vice is concerned,
Chicago is the clesnest clty

of any large clity of this
country or of the world, This
is primarily due %o the work

of the vice commisslon headed

by former Dean Walbter T, Sumney
and more recently to the efforts
of the committee of fifteen under
the direction of Suggrintendent
samiel P. Thrasher,l96

In 1913, a great controversy developed between Rosenwald

hahd Barrett OtHara over the Committee!s findingso In 1911,
a report was published by the Vice Commission in which was
stated under the signature of Julius Rosenwald, that there
was a relationship between ldw wages and prostitution in

Chicago:
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The life of an unprotected girl

who tries to meke & living in a
great clty is full of torturing
tomptations. Pirst, she faces

the problem of 1iving on an inad=
equate wage==slx dollars a week

18 the average 1in a mercantlile
establishment, If she were living
ot home where the mother esnd sister
could help her with mending, sewing
and washing, where her board would
be small=-perhaps only & dollar or
two toward the burden carried by
the other members of the family=-
where her lunch would come from the
femily larder, then her condition
might be as. good as if she earned
elght dollars & weeks

the glrl who has no home soon learns
of Beity poverty" all the more cruel
to her because of the artificial
contrast,.sPoverty becomes & menage
and a share, One who has not beheld
the struggle or come in personal
contact with the tempted soul of "the
underpaid girl can never pealize what
the poverty of the city means to here.

One who has never Seen her bravely
fighting against gsuch fearful odds
will never understand. A day!s sick=
ness and & week out of work are
tragedies in her life., They mean
trips to the pawnbrokers, meager
dinners, & weakened will, often a
plunge into the abyss from which she
g0 often never escapef,

Hundreds, if not thousands of -glrls
from country Howns, and those born

in the city, but who have been thrown
on thelr own resources, are compelled
to live in cheap bosrding or roomlng
houses on the average wage of $6.00,
How do they exist on this sum? It 1is
impossible to figure 1t out on & mathe
ematical basis, If the wage was $8.,00
s week and the girl pald $2.60 for her
room, JL.00 for laundry and 60 cents
ror carefare, she wbuld have less than
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50 cents left at the end of the
weeka

That is, provlided she ate 10 cent
breakfasts, 15 cent luncheons and
25 cent dinners. But there is no
doubt that many girls do live on
even $6,00 and do it honestly, but
we can affirm that they do not have
nourishing food or comfortable
shelter or warm clothes or any
amusement , except perhaps free pub=-
lic dances, without outsilde help,
either from charity in the shape

of girlst clubs or friends in the
country home, How can she possibly
exlet, to say nothing of live%

Is it any wonder that a tempted girl
who receives only $6,00 a week worke
ing with her hands, sells her body
for $25.,00 a week, when she learns
that there is a demand for 1t and
men are willing to pay the price?

On the one hand her employer demends
honesty, faithfulness and a clean
and neat appearance, and for all this
he contributes from his profits an
average of $6.,00 for every week,

Her honesty alone 1s worth his lnade=
gquate wage, disregarding the consider-
ation of her efficlency. In the sad
life of prostitution, on the other
hand, we find here the employer, de=
manding the surrender of her wvirtue,
pays her an average of $25.00 a week,

Which employer wins the half-starved
¢child to his side in this unequal
battle? It would be unjust, however,
to cast any reflection upon those
girls who are brave and pure by intim-
ating that because they earn so small
e wage that they must necessarily be

in the same class with those other girls
who, unable to survive longer the heroic
battle against poverty and self secrifice,
have succumbed and gone down,

Rosenwald was subpoened by Barrett Q'Hara, the chairman
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of the senatorial committee of the general assembly appointed
and by virtue of Senate Resolution No. 25, to appear on
March 7, 1913, at 10 a,m. in the East Room of the Hotel
1,88alle of Chicago, in order to testify and give evidence

in a certaln investigatlon now pending and undetermined
before the sald Committee to inquire into the prevalence

of pandering,'the 1llegal traffic in women. commonly known

as White Slavery. It was before this Committee that Rosen-

wald after further investigation, reversed his views con=

corning the relationship between low wages and prostitution,id?
. I would say there was practically
no connection between low wages
and prostitution, I believe {5
is enough for a girl to live on
provided she lives at home and
contributes her $5 to help support
the femily. This is on the aggumption
that the glrl is 16 years old or under,
If she does not live at home she could
be honest and live on $8 a week, I
dont't believe there 1s any connection
between wages and prostitution, I be=-
1ieve most of the girls who come from
the proper home environment and become
prostitutes are just as likely to fall
at $8 up or $8 down as $10 up or $10
downalge ‘

Rosenwald was very much opposed to thermethods used by
this Commission in that he felt, they were not seeking out
the truth but were more interested in seeking notoriety.

He felt that the Commission began with preconceived notions
and opinions and then sought to distort and limit the
evidence to bolster up their unfounded convictions,

In his testimony Rosenwald showed that Sears, Roebuck
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and Company employed 3,267 women at an average wage of
@10.50 per week, with a minimum wage of $8.00 a week. Yet
the Commission was more concorned with the fact that the
company employed a number of beginners or apprentices,

girls of seventeen years or under at a graduated salary

of from $5 to $8 a week. Thus, the maln emphasis of this
commission was put upon the f act that 119 minor fifteen and A

sixteen year=-old apprentlces were employed at $5 per weeks

Evidence was presented to the Commission by two l
 ex=employees who had left Sears a year prior to the hearing
and whose testlmony which Rosenwald considered to be blased, : r
incomplete and untrue was admitted by the commissione
The cormission dild not seem to be interested in the
faet that more than 1,000 womenvemployees had savings
accounts, that Sears employed a corp of trained nurses and
physicians to take care of the sick and visit them in thelr
homes, and that the company had women whose duby it was to
sadvise and instruct the younger girls and inculecate in them
theorie& and practlces of right living and right thinking,
Tn the face of all of this evidence, the commission
st111 lald stress upon the 119 apprentices who were earning
$5. AlL of the pavorable testimony that Rosenwald gave
and the fact that he brought the company's D&Y roll showing

the wages of each and everyone of 4,700 women employees, the

fact that the standards of wages for women Wwas higher than

any in Chicago for like work, and that the moral and physlcal
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conditions surrounding the employees was pronounced by

competent state inspectors to be of the very best, all

of this wag stricken from the records of the hearing by
Barrett OtHara,L99

Extremely angrysRosenwald wrcte to President Woodrow

Wilson concerning this matters

In my opinion the Tieutenant- N
Governor is not in the least ‘
interested in the question of : ]
the minimum wage, except as it B
affects his political smbitlion |
and the use he can make of it :
to gain votes. 1 say this with-
out the slightest desire %o ine=
jure him in anyway, but I con=-
scientiously believe that he has
done more to injure the good name
of the women of this country than
any man has ever done or probably
will ever do, He has led the
women wage earners of this country ;
to believe that they are Jjustified B
in leading an immoral life if they :
do not earn a certain wage. He has
given the mothers of these young
women justification for condoning
fmmorality in them for the same
reason, His object in connecting
the question of wages and vice was
to bring about a sensation which
would have been lacking had he

tried to urge the minlmum wage

after the same manner that Massachu-
setts and Wisconsin have done. I
aincerely hope that he will have no
encouragement from you along these
lines,

T make bold to state that no one

in this country 1s more desirous

for justice to the wage earner

than the writer, nor 1ls anyone
willing Lo do more to bring aboutb
this conditlon along lines that
will in the long run serve that end,
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but I earnestly condemn the basis
upon which this investigation is
being made, since to my mind 1t
1s most harmful %o the zood naije
of the women of this nation.-*

Rosenwald attacked this commission as insincere and
inefficient and was later attacked by Barrett OtHara. In
a Fourth of July address at Armington, I1llinols, in which
0'Hara referred to the work of the Illinols White Slave
Commission and the need for & minimum wage law, He named
John M. Glenn and Rosenwald as Tthe two men responsible for
ithe legislaturets fallure to pass this law at the last
assemblys |

The man who accumulates an exe
orbitant anmuial profit and pays

the lowliest of his workers less
than they can live on respectably
can find no excuse in any religion,
in any philosophy, or in any doct=
rine of social rights to ease his
consclence--not even Julius Rosen-
wald,

This gentleman, Julius Rosenwald,
attacks me as Ilnsincere, unscientific
and a boy. My reply to him 1s %o
reagson that the laborer who aids to
make an annual profit of §7,000,000
is not worthy of a livelihood, then
I should consider it a crime to be
seientific, I had rather...than to
make $7,000,000 a year through the
payment of less than a llving wage
to working girls and women, as does
Julius Rosenwaldesessae

Yot with all the animosity between Barrett OtHara and
Julius Rosenwald which was exposed by the press as a result

of this hearing, O!'Hara expressed a fondness for the man
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which he displayed in a letter to Mrs. Jerome Frank in
1954, two years after the death of the great moguls

The testimony that he gave
atbtracted wlde publicity and

I think Mr. Rosenwald was very
sensitive of, and hurt by the
resultant criticism. His news-
paper, the Chicago Inter Qcesamn,
was thereafter not very friendly
to the Commission or to me, but
on the few occasions on which I
met Mr. Rosenwald afterwards, he
was pleasant, courteous, and even
affable, and gave no indication
of harboring a feel¢ng of resente
ment .,

I have always belleved that My o
Rosenwald was naturally kindly of
heart. He was at his prime in a
periocd of rugged Individualism
carried too far by the ten recog-
nized rules of good business that
were not always conslderate of the
rights and plight of humanity. He
did possess a soclal sense, his
impulses were generous, and divorced
from what he regarded as the require-
ments of his business I belleve_he
gave himself to these impulses,l4?

Gonflict developed between Rosenwald and Henry Ford in

1Qdé when an artlcle appoared in the Dearborn Independent,

Fordts newspaper, stating that Rosenwald had encouraged the
Negro exodus from the South %o Chicago during the World War,
It went on to say that the leaders of the migration"going

to Rosenwald for help" were sold 5000 pieces of property on
Grand Blvd, Prairile AVenu99 and simlilar streets on an initial
payment of $50, and were permitted to move in after making
the first payment., It asserted that this practice and the

losses of the older owners were among the causes of the
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Chicago race riol that "flamed out in 1919."

The Independent went on to say that the tide of white

- dispossesslion began to flow after the rict with indications
that it had strong support from "Jewish men of wealth" and

that Negroes were oencouraged to go into pblitics.

Furthermore, the Independent claimed that vice resorts
~and gambling'dens, under Negro supervision, sprang up and
when called to Chief of Pollce Fitzmorris! attention, the

ald of good citizenswas asked., Whereupon Rosenwald organized
the Committee of Flfteen with himself as Chairman. According

to the Independent, the Commlttee reported there was no vice;

and held its first meeting to curb vice on money furnished by
the chilef only after the Juvenile Protective Association
investigations had made feports which caused Judge McKinley
to submit them to the grand juryolés

On February 16, 1923, a statemeﬁt was published by

the Committee of PFlfteen challenglng the 1lncorrect attack

made in The Dearborn Independent, Every assertion made by
the artlicle was clearly refuted,l44 |

As a result of the Russian govermment'!s refusal to
issue a passport to (scar Straus, United States Minister
to Turkey in 1911, because he was a Jew, Rosenwald took a
prominent part in the agitation against the passport policy -
of the Czar of Russila,l4® He and Louils Marshall were
appointed ﬁo a committee to endeavor to have the platforms

of the Republican and Democratic parties of 1912 contain
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planks approving the abrogation of the United States commer=-
cial treaty of 1832 with Russia and containing the proe-
nouncement that no treaty would be entered into with any
~ country which did not guarantee to all American citizens,
regardless of race or creed, equal treatment, and which
did not recognize the American doctrine of expatriation,l46
The plank as phrased by Rosenwald and Marshall read:

The proceedings btaken by the

President and Congress for the

termination of the Russian Treaty

of 1832, are heartily approved,

as an impressive assertlion of the

equality of all American citizens,

Henceforth, all treaties with

forelgn powers, to which our Govern-

ment shall become a party, must exe

pressly stipulate for the absolute

right of expatriation, and agalnst

all discrimination whatsoever, among

our é&lbtizens, regardless of race,

creed, or previous alleglance,

The President had resolved that Russia be notified
of the termination of the treaty in the year preceding the
formulation of this plank. Congress had passed this re=-
solution and Rosenwald and Marshall had made thelr bid for
a volce in the Presidential ceampaign in 1912,147

Rosenwald's volce was not only heard concerning the
preceding matter but also in a matter of vital importancs
in American policy. This was the Dillingham-Burnett Immi-
gration bill of 1912, Within the bill, there appeared a

literacy test provision designed to bar from this country

aliens who could not read., Rosenwald and a committee of the

Americen Jewish Committee involving himself, Louis Marshall
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and Harry Cubtler phrased the following letter to President
Taft on October 23, 1912¢

The undersigned constitute 8

s commlttee, representing a

large body of citizens who are
convinced of the desirability

of & liberal immigratlion policys,
and who are strongly opposed

to the so-called literacy test
which has for some time been urged
by those who favor a restrictive
jmmigration pollicy. The advocates
of such législation propose, with
certain exceptions which are unim-
portant, that no immigrant shall be
admitted to the Unlted States who
18 unable to read and write in some
language or dialect,

While we are firmly of the oplnion,

that our immigration laws should

exclude all aliens who have & oriminal
record or who had led immoral lives,

as well as those who are insane or
affected by a conbtaglous or incurable
dlisease, or who are 1likely to become
public charges, oOr who are opposed bo
“our principles of government, we are
equally convinced that it would he &
great misfortune to this country, a8
well as an act of injustice, 1f Immd e
grants sound in mind and in body, and
morally unobjectlonable, should bhe
excluded merely because of their inabil-
1ty to read and write, While a literacy
test 1s undoubtedly justifiable in our
naturalization laws, 1% 18 utterly mean-
ingless in an immigration acte

At the present moment, this country is
guffering from & dearth of laborers.

The adoption of the 1iteracy test would
at111l further diminish the needed supply

of labor, If such a prohibition had

existed in our past history, our material
development would have been greatly hamper-
ed, The children of {1lliterate allens
attend our public schools, and in a very
short time are as loyal in their Americanism
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as are the descendants of our
older and more educated popula-
tione

1f there 18 Lo be any discrimin-
ation . among those who migrate to
this countrys, it should certalinly
not be based on & 1iteracy teste
1t is well know that some of our
most undesirable jmmigrants are to
be found among those who 8re well
edqucated. A map who comes here
prepared to work and to build up
our resources 1g deserving of a
hearty welcome and should not be
made the gubject of adverse legls=-
latione

We enclose & pamphlet containing
expressions of many prominent meny
indicative of their views on this
topic. We call special attentlon
%o the following excerpt from an
address delivered by HOn. Charles
Nagel, geecrotary of commerce and
Labor, on January 18, 19113 1 am
on record &s being unqualifiedly
opposed to the literacy tesbeosdl
care more for the sound boCy and
the sound mind and the straight
100k out of the eye and the ability
and willingness to work as & test,
than for eny other test that can be
given. 1T have been asked whether
illiteracy stands in the way of
assimilation. 1 say unqualifiedly
in my opihion 1t does nots"

We also take the~liberty of calling
your attention to the remarks of
President ¢leveland in his message

of March 2, 1897, which vetoed
legislation gimilar to that now
proposed, and to the views of eX=
president‘Eliot of Harvard Univer-
sity and of President ghurman of
cornell yniverslty, all of whom,

in common with many others have
cheracterized the so-called 1literacy
test, as unsound in principle. The se
we supplement with a copy of Memorial
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and Resolutions adopted at &
meoting held atb Gooper Union
goveral months ag0s to consider
the proposed plan of restriction.

If you cany consistently with your
convictions, give publilc expression

of your views on this important

toplc, we can pssure you, that they
would be deemed timely by a large

body of good citizens, who &8 such,

are vitally concerned in the per-
petuation of the policy which has

thus far proved a natlonal blessing, -48

14 is likely that as & pesult of this letter, Taft in
addressing a polish College in CambridgeSprings, Penngylvaniay
on Qctober 26, 1912, concluded his speech with these wordss

I cannot close without some refer=
ence bto the questlon of immigration
and the attitude that ought to be
taken by the lovers of our countrys,

1 am one of those who bellieve thatb
America is greatly better in her
present condition, and will have

still greater advantage in the future,
because of the infusion into our bodys
political and soclal, of the sturdy
peasantry and the betlter sducated
classes who have coume to us from the
nations of Burope.

In February, 1913, Taft gave Rosenwald and Marshall &
hearing in opposition to the immigration bill.150 At a
three hour hearing pefore Taft, of the opponents of the
immigration bill, Judge Harry Olson of Chlcago spoke against
the literacy btest as inevitably drawing immigration from
large European cities and not from agricultural communities.
Taft listened to these protests in the East room of the

White Hcuse, where he sat at a large table stacked with
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books and papers., He told those appearing that he was
virtually sitting as a judge. He also told Tthem that the
burden of proof was upon them, and that it would tsake
strong inducement for an Executive to override both houses
of Congress,+ol

Finally on February 14, 1913, Taft took Execublve
action upon the bill and vebtoed it late in the afternoon,
The veto was due to the President's oppositlon to the
literacy test provision designed to bar aliens who could
not read, The President based his veto on the view of
Charles Nagel, the Secretary of Commerce and Labor, who had
been opposed to the measure at every stage. It was Nagelts
opposition to the blll that Rosenwald spelled out to the
Presldent in detall,1b2

Yet the Presidentts veto was not without a requeét by
Taft for Rosenwaldts political support. On September 7,
1912, Taft wrote Rosenwald requesting that he support and
assist in his campaign for the Presidentlal office, Thus,
there was a method to Taft's machinations}l9d

Rosenwald, a friend of Presidents of the United States
throughout his lifetime, held a great admiration for Herbert
Hoover, It was Hoover for whom he campaigned vigorously, in
order that he mlght secure the Presidency. In a letter from
James W, Good,Hoover's VWestern Campalgn manager, Rosenwald
was requested to serve as the link between the Jews and

Hoover:




-3 5

Tt is our deslre to have g oelaIl

to work with the Jewlish group. I
would like to have & man with good
gpanding and personality who could
command the rospect of Jewlsh people
and could glve a goodly portion of
his time from now on until election
day to the cause.

T om enllsting the support of quite
a nuumber of outstanding men who will
devote their time to the ceampalgn
withoutb compensation. At best a
political campalign 18 expensive. It
becomes more expensive 1T everybody
who does some work 1s paid for 1t,
go I am asking gquite a number to make
gome sacrifice and to render 8 shorb
of quasl public gervice to the end
that we may elect Herbert Hoover as
our next president.

In talking this metter over with MI'.
Hoover he suggested that I get in touch
with you, thinking that you could put

me in contact with the right kind of

man. for the position we desire to fi11.154=

Rosenwald was the men. iHe served as the 1ink between

Hoover and the Jews. Tt wag he who campalgned ardently for
the soon to be elocted President. Roseﬁwald conbributed a
total of %50;000 to the Hoover campaign,155 1t was because

of Rosenwaldis generous contributions that the Republican'
Netional Committee of 1928 was able to close 1ts books with-
out.a deficit. It was his willingness o accept every asslgn-
ment and‘to produce results that inspired others to do thelr
share , 196

phe ¢atholic Clergy regented such an enormous pledge by
Rosenwald to the man opposing Al amith, a Cathollc, for the

Presidency. They resented 1t because religlon had become &1
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issue in the cempaign. They sven built the amount of his
contribution up to 2 aum of $100,000. Tn their eyes,
Rosenwald!s contribution of $50,000 was plain evidence
that the sympathles of Sears, Roebuck end Company were
clearly on the side of bigotrye Therefore, as & hostile
measure they threatened. to boycott the new Searts store
in 8t. Paul, for 1t was thelr feeling that support of
Hoover demonstrated Rdsenwald!srutter 1ack of tact and
business'&bilityol57
This letbter was tmmediately prought to the attention
of Gérdinal Mundelein of Chicago, and the boycott was putb
ﬁOWnol58
Yot this was only one among many letters Rosenwald

recelved because of his gupport of Hoover ags opposed to
Smithe Throughout the country mamny gatholics were enraged
by his actlone. A letter from Mrs. Marthe Bannon, of
Cresson, pennsylvania, Lo Roseﬁwald spoke of her discontin-
uing her patronage of the Sears Philadelphia Store. Rosen-
waldts reply to her demonstrated his whole-hearted gupport
of Foover for the Presidencys:

I yield to no one in my regard

and even affection for the Honox -~

able Alfred E. smith. He has

rendered his state a greab gervice

and given his country & fine ex=

ample of what the patrictic public
gservant should bes

Nevertheless 1 have for some years
considered Herbert Hoover to be
the best equipped person for the
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office of Presldent whom I have
ever kKnowpn, Two close friends It
of mine were candldates for the

nomination, Mr. Lowden and Mre
pDawes, Dbubt if my own son had

beon a candidate, I should have
st11)l considered my duty to my
country to outwelgh any obligation
of either friendship or filial de~
votion, BRelleving as I did, 1
would have been derelict had I not
done everything 1ln my power to
further Mr. Hoover's olection, o9

Tn correspondence with others who wrote him concerning
his support of Hoover!'s campalgn, Rosenwald made his position .
quite clears: \

No one could possibly more more de=-
gipous for the welfare of the farmer
thean I em, FPractically all that I
possess 18 to a considerable degree
dependent upon his prosperity, and

T am sincerely convinced that Mr.
Hoover, with his intelligence and
ability, will do more for the farmer,
ten btimes over, than Mr. Smith re-
gardless of any promises the labtter
might makee. '

There is no man in the world whom T
o have Bveliknown who'is more anxlous
to help bthose who &rse in need of
intelligent direction than Mr, Hoovers
He has demonstrated this many times o160
The Sears, Roebuck  advertising staff never took it upon
themselves to advertise in any type of réligious publication,
Recause of Rosenwald!s suppordt of Hoover and the Christian

Selence Monitort!s backlng of thig candidate, the newspaper

approached Rosenwald declaring their political views and
requesting that a change of policy be made, with regard to

advertlsing. Rosenwald compllied with thelr wishes and
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suggested to the advertising stall of Sears that the lonitor
not be regarded as a "church paper.” He recommended the
newspaper as a good medlum for advertising,161

The Chilcago Daily News, well aware of Rosenwald'sg

activitlies In the Hoover campalgn, requested a statement |

from him with regard to the prohlibltion lissue at stake in

the Presidential Campaign,l62 Rosenwald answered thelir
request with these wordss:

I consider the position taken by

Mr. Hoover on Prohibition, as
announced in his speech of accept-
ance, a8 both commendable and un-
asgsallable, Prohibition is a
gquestion upon which there is such

a divergency of opinion that I can
concelve of no one who would have
the temerity to attempt now to pass
final judgment upon it., To me, 1i¥
1s both an economic and social prob-
lem, intimately associated with the ;
materlal and spiritual well-being |
of our people, and as such, it de= |
mands the most serlous consideratlon !
and investigation, rather than hasty
and perhaps ill=advised attempts at
solution, Our Iindividual thought

and opinlon in the matter largely
depend upon our personal observatlons
and experiences-so, as indlviduals, we
quite naturally approach any discussion
of it from various viewpoints and hence
arrive at different conclusions,

But whatever our views may be on the
subject, the fact remalins that Pro-
hibition was enacted into law by the
deliberate will of the people, They
alone are responsible, and they salone
can effect elther the repeal of the
lew or its amendment. And until such
time as public sentiment is so thor=~
oughly aroused and in favor of either
the repeal or modification of the 18th
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Amendment, or of the Volstead En-
forcement Law, as to proceed to
accomplish this in the regular
manner prescribed by the Federal
Constitution, Mr. Hoover's posibtion
18 absolutely sound,

The conventions of both the Republican

and Democratlic parties adopted a plank

in thelr respective platforms pledging

law enforcement, but did not make Pro-
hibition an issue in the campalgn. As

an issue, 1t has been injected into the
campalgn by Governor Smith's advocacy

of a modification of the Volstead Law

and a reconsideratlon of the Constitutional
Amendment. He proposes a modificatlion that
will permit each state to fix the alcoholic
content and to regulate the manulacture,
sale and distribution of intoxicating
liguors within its borders. A dangerous
adventure and experiment, that in my judg=
ment would be productive of perhaps
greater evils than now exist, owing

to the confusion and multipliclty of

laws in the various states and the

futile attempt to enforce them. My
feeling is that the cure he proposes

would be worse than the disease, if

a8 such we are inclined to consider

it. Hls advocacy of modification,
however, makes Prohibition, especially

in the minds of the ardent “wets," the
parvemount issue, which is regretable,
because there are other issues of so

much greater Iimportance to the Interests
of the people and the wellfare of the
nationi Since it 1s an issue, however,

it is pertinent to consider Mr. Hoover!s
attitude toward it,

He doeg not keep us 1n the dark, With
‘characteristic candor, he meets the
lssue squarely. The 18th Amendment

is an integral part of our Federal
Constltutlion, the Integrity of which
must be preserved at all hazards,
Without equivocation or subterfuge,

he said 1In his acceptance speeche=

"T do not favor a repeal of the 18th

- Amendment, I stand for the efficlent
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onforcement of the laws enacted
thereunder., Whoever ig chosen
president has under his oath, the
solemn dubty to pursue this course,
Our country has deliberately under-
taken a greab soclal and economic
experiment, noble in motive and

far reaching in purpose. It must
be worked oub constructively."

His positlon then, S0 far as repeal
is concerned, 18 definite and cer=
tain.

Oon the subject of modification, he
says, "Change in the Constitutlon

can and must be brought about only

by atraightforward methods provided

by the Constitution itself. There

are those who do not believe in the
purposes of several provisions of

the Constitution, No one denies thelr
1ght to seek to amend it. Bubt the
Republican party does deny bthe right
of any one o seek bto destroy the Con-
atitution by indirections"

on the subject of modification, there=-
fore, he 1s equally definlte, and on
this subject I camnolt see how any one
can take issue with him., If I correct=
ly interpret his attitude, it 18 thise.
He regards prohibition Law, or in fact
any other measurse insugurated by the
deliberate will of the people =
designed to promote thelr goclial and
economlc welfare-as he 80 aptly puts
it, "An experiment, noble and fare
reaching in purposes"meminently worthy
of a falr trial. Terming 1t an exper=
iment, he is not satisfied that 1t has
had a falr btrial. Acknowledging as he
does that grave abuses have accompanied
the efforts to enforce the law, he
nevertheless does not permit this to

stampede him into a premature suggestion

for modiflcation. Progressive though
he is, he does nob believe in tearing
down until he is prepared to recon=
struct, He has nob yet arrived at the
conclusion that because certain evils
exist and crimes occurred, Prohibition
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1 the causeé and therefore &
failure. fHis training and his
attitude with,respect to prob-
lems jnpvolved in all important
matters are well known. e
pakes nothing for granted. He
savestlgatiess assembles datbay
considers ossential factss then
evolves & plan and executesd ite

Mr, HOOVOLs being intellectually
honestand fearless, will if elected
: president, approach.the golutlion

of the Prohibition’question as well
as other governmental problems in &
conscientlious and painstaking manney
and with an openh. mind. and if the
f£ime shou
ihjuﬂgment, the inberests of the people
cam be promoted by modifications 1
am gatisfied he will not hesitate
Lo announce his views and make proper
reoommendation Lo Congresse This,
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attitude on the questlons with which
1 find mysell in hearty accords

Tt has been my privilege go know MXe
Hoover for many years. 1 worked with
him in the course of Wy of ficial

him for severalmonths, during the
gecond Industrial gonference appointed
by the late president Wilson, From
this personal acqualntance, and from
my observabion of his'activities, 1
have €OmMe to know his deep sympeathy
for those 1in distressy and his ablllty
to meeb and solve greab national prob=
lems., H1S pecord as 8n administrator ‘
in relief work during the dark cays l
of the World Wars 1s 8 sbory of humenl b= |
-aplan achievement, known the wo rld ovela

1is ready and effective response ‘o

pref, L8 also well ¥known, His contrib-
ubion, during the past seven years, as

o member oL president Coolidge!s cabine’b,
to the atbabilizing and upbuilding of ine
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dustry, the welfare of the workerss
and the solutlon of the many vexed
problems of state that came under ‘
his jurisdiction, excoeds estimate

or due appreclation.

A statesman, an orgenizer, &an admine=
1strator of large affairs, and &
hwm&nitarianvsuch.is the man whom
the Republilcan party recommends to
the people as their next president.
Fortunate sndeed the nation that

has & man possessing in such full
measure the essential qualificationﬂ
for this high office-who awallts the
call to serve his counbrymele

Everything consideredy L believe Mr.
Hoover bto be the best equipped man
ever nominated by auny party at any
time for president of the United
Statesgl

Rosenﬂald went on radio on October‘zv, 1.9028 asking
America to gupport the mah whom he favored for the Presidencye.
He spoke of Hoover &s & men who "by training and experience"
is a leader. He regarded him as fitted for the presidency h
more than any man of that generations

T know of no man at present in public
1ife who has displayed such exbra=
ordinary vision in dealing with

many stupendousd and wholly novel
problems s crucially affecting human
welfare, Nor do 1 know of any maly
who, with 1dealism like Hoover's

has also his capaclity for trans-
lating ideals into successful
practice,eeoo

Oon November gixth=we musb choose he-=
tweoen the Democratic party - its
policies and its candidate = and

the Republlicen party = 1ts policies and
1ts candidate. T am for that leader =
who, because of his unblemished
character - he great execublive and
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administrative ability, (tried

in the crucible of many emer=
gencies) = because of his temper=
ment and tralning - because of his
profound understanding of the
problems that demand solubtion =
and finally because of his broad
humanitarianism and deep concern
for the well=being of his fellow
citizens - I AM UNQUALIFIEDLY FOR
HERBERT HOOVER, the man whom I
regard as the best equipped candi-
date ever nsmed by any party for
president of the United Steabes, 04

Hoover was elected, and Rosenwald was offered & Cabinet
position as Secretary of Commerce, but because of religlous
pressure, the posltion was not f£1lled by the great Jewish
philanthropist, Although Rosenwald had been notified by
Leo Sack of the U, S.Press Gallery his unofflcial agent
for the position of the possibility of pre judice in his
beilng considered for the appointment, he continued to affirm
Hoover's fine qualiﬁies:

vour information in regard to my
having been offered & cabinet
place 1s without foundation, but
this only confirms my judgment
sbout Mr. Hoover'!'s rare ablility,
and his desire to get the hest
possible men for the jobs he has
to offer. For my part, I am nob
the slightest degree interested
whether he appoints Jews or non-
Jews, because 1 am convinced he has
no more prejudice against a man ‘
becauiqrhe is a Jew than you or 1
have 09

Following Rosenwald!s involvement in politics on
the National level, he became & principal character in a

scandal enveloping polltics on a statewlde level, He was
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implicated as the gullby party in & bribery case in ITllin=
ois involving Frank L. Smith who ran for the Senate in
1926, Smith had been found gullty in times past of corrupb
dealings in T1linois politics. As a member of the Commerce
Comnission he hed recelived glfts from oubside sources for
acts performed. e was also Preident of his own bank, It
was Samuel Insull whose utility interests had been Wgreated
favorably® by Smith on the Commerce_Commission.who "pought
smith into the 1926 ceampalgn. It was Rosenwald who tried
to "buy® him out of its

The offer made by Rosenwald to Smith of $555,000
to quit the Senate race was divulged by amith to the Chicsego
Tribune in 1931. Tt was this scandal, with its tremendous
pregsure upon the millionakre philanthropist, that has been
considered as & great contributing factor to Rosenwald!s
death.

In an open letter to Pfofessor C; o. Wooddy, &aubthor

of the book, The Case of Frenk Smith, which was financed by

Rosenwald, Smith asserbted that between the primary and the
election of 1926, Juliuns Rosenwald of fered him stock in
sears, Roebuck and Company, then worth $555,000 to withdraw
from the Repubiican nomination. Rosenwald was supporting
Hugh S. Magill, an sindependent Republican cendidate against
gmith and George H. Brernnan, the Democratic nominee,

Tessing Rosenwald, Rosenwald!s So0n, spoke for his

ailing father at this traglec moment, stating that the members
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of his famlly were unwilling to bring this matter to his
attention at this time, Rosenwald had been confined Lo

his bed for four months prior to this inecident, and his
doctor refused to allow him to comment on this controversial
lesue.

The letter to the Chicago Tribune hinged on the parae=

graph in Wooddy!s book which spoke of Rosenwaldis urging
apmith to withdraw from the campaign. Smith gtated that
the book was incorrect in that it did not conclude as it
final chapter, Rosenwaldts alleged off'er,L66

aince Rosenwald was unable to defend himself in this
matter because of the severity of his 1llness, his close
friends came to his defense. His friends did not deny the
truth of the bribéry,vbut stated that Rosenwald attempted
only what he thought would be the best thing for Illinois-
to save it from the shame of witnessing the rejection of
g man it had elected to the senate, For that reason he
offered Smith what he considered reimbursement for the costs
of the expensive primary babtle he had been through and the
heavy obligations already incurred for the election campaign
then well advanced.

Rosenwaldts friends pointed out that Rosenwald!s abtitude
was reflected in Professor Wooddyts book, the distributlon
of which by Rosenwald jpribated Smith into addressing an open
letter to the author asking why he had nottold of the offer.

Professor Wooddy phrased the offer in the book about Smith




w] 4o

in the following manners

The initiative in this case was
taken by Mr. RosenwaldesesMrs
Rosenwald arranged an interview
with him and urged strongly that
Smith abandon his candidacy on
terms which would fully safe=-
guard him from loss incurred by
the dffort and expense already
invested in the campaign.

Tt was believed at the time of this controversy that
Professor Wooddy had been told the complete story of the
discussion between Rosenwald and Smith but had declined
to comment because of Rosenwald's silence due %o illness,

During the perilod of the offer in 1926 Rosenwald

had visited President Coolidge and upon his return he aaid

that he had been told by "one very high in authority" that the

senete would not seat Smith if he were elcted, . It was be=
lieved he implied that President Ccolidge had expressed
this oplnion to him,167

_In an interview with Hugh Magill, the director of the
Inbernational Council of Religious Educatlon and a candidate
in 1926 for the United States Senate against Frank L. Smith,
it was pointed up that the actlons of Rosenwald in the Smith
Gampaign secmed to represent one of his periodical flareups
of good intention and fine temporary accomplishment in
local politics., NMagill and others greatly praised him for
his aetion in unseating Smithe

It was Rosenwaldls persistence along which made

Maglll accept the independent nomination. - From the outaet
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there was 1little hope of winning with only a month for
campalgning and with practically no money. The independent!'s
campalgn was a formal probest agalnst corruption and as a
result of it, it was Soon apparent that Smith could never
be seated, It focussed the attention of the entire nation
on Illinois politics at that time. Magill stated that
Rosenwald would ask him 1 he had seen Swmith since he was
thrown out by the Senate, and upon Maglllts negative replys
Rosenwald would states
Well, I hope you won!t because I
don't think I have ever known &
man who is as bitter against
another as that man 1s agalnst
you. e says that but for you he
would have been in the Senatbe
today,

The Magill campalgn had the tremendous effect of
putting the whole country against Smith. The best presse
Democrat and Republican--outside 11llinois, was unre=
servedly for Maglll. Every day press dispatches on the front

.page were recording tnat the civic conscience of Illinois
had awskened under the guildance of Julius Rosenwald.

Rosenwald was a very active and enthusiastic worker
in the campalgh, although his contributlons were quite
small, He wrote, for instance, gseveral hundred letters to
his friends all over the State asking for contributlons. He
was personally responsible for most of the money that was

raised. At the close of the campalgn several of the bhest

downstalte papers were coming out for Magill and the rest
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would have followed had there ben another two weekst! of

campaigning possible, As 1t was, Magill carried Evanston

and the University of Chicago district. Yet throughout

 this cempaign to unseat Smith,Rosenwald'was the pulse and

conscience .68 |
Throughout his 1life as one seoms to determine from

a study of this controversy and the political aspects of

Rosenwaldts 1life, one 1ls able to discern that he gave &

notable impetus to the best political elements in the Natlon,

Perhaps the man made political errors in his lifetime,

yelt these errors were caleulated for the good of all mankinde
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EPILOGUE
ROSENWALD THE MAN
"AS OTHERS KNEW HIM®

On Janmuary B, 1932, these words flashed across the
front pages and editorlal pages of the natlion's newspapers,
"Julius Rosenwald is dead." The news brought sorrow to
millions, Rosenwald had been a hard worker throughbut hils
lifetime and had never spared his strength. Thus, his
strength was sapped by a heart atteck at the age of 69,

It may truly be'said that all of his energles were
devoted %o the welfare of his country. He worked hard
and ceaselessly to build up a great husiness, giving employe
ment to hundreds of thousands of people divectly or ine
dirsctly,

As he gathered in money it was distributed in bene=
filcent ways, Lvery good cause in America, regardless of
religion, race or origin, had his sympathetic ear., He made
millions and gave away millions more, Now he was gone, the
world, after the first shock, looked in wonder on such an
example of ceaseless spontaneous giving., It is very
doubtful whether any American, in proportion to the amount
of his wealth, ever gave as Rosenwald did,

He helped the poor, contributed to education and was
particularly generous in relieving the needs of his own

people, All good causes appealed to him, particularly the
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cause of those who were downtrodden or looked down upon
by their more fortunate brothers.

He built for himself a name and reputation which could
be characterized by one word GENEROSITY{169

The words of consolabtion and praise pronounced upon
the death of Julius Rosenwald are reflections of almosh
svery element of his generous life., The key to Rosenwald's
generoslty and kindliness, according to George W. Kersey,
one of the Negro men who had served with distinction in
the Illinois state legislature, was his mother, Mrs., Julia
Rosenwalds

I knew her for many yeaers, BPBack
in the early nineties., I was a
mail carrier and the Rosenwald
home at 8342 South Park Avenus,
was on my route., Some of the
most cherished memories of my
life involve that kindly old
lady. She gave me many gifts,
but these are not the things

I remember most., Her concern
for the comfort of other people
was her chief characteristic,

If 1% rained, she was concerned
lest T might get wet, It 1t were
winter and cold, she inspected
my clothes to see iIf I wore
enocugh to get warm, Forty years
have passed, but I can 8till rew
member her packing papers into
my clothes %o help keep me warm,

There was one humorous incident
connected with her, One winter
morning, I went to the Rosenwald
home and it was so cold that my
nose was red, The kind old lady
wag so sorry for me that she in-
sisted that I must wear one of
her veils over the rest of the
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route. But I could nob make Lo
ap my mind on the vell. :

Throughout nine years, T en=
joyed the kindnesses of Mrs.
Rosenwald and the Rosenwald
family. If T needed ¢lbthes,
T had only to go bto the old
firm of Rosenwald and Well
and I got them. I carry 8
wateh now, running in good
order, which Mrs. Rosenwald
had her husband glve mé.

gne brightened the 1life of
every person who came near
her. Jr. Rosenwald, now
dead, was a greab businessge=
sman, bub he. could not have
gone into any line of ene
deavor without carrying

the mark of that great
kindliness which his mother
gtamped upon hime

The American Negro professed & groat sadness at the
loss of this humaniteriane The eulogies which appeared
| in the Negro press were written in letter form to the |
pereaved Rosenwald family and characterized the abundant
love the Negro cherished for the millionaire philanthropiste. !

Julius Rosenwald went to heaven |
Wiodnosday, Jamary 6 at 2:55 PM. |
He was at the head of the Inter=

national Order of the Helpers

of Men.

As he left he passed his blazing
torch of world service to his
children and bade themcontinue
to carry it forward to Jews and
gentiles in every nation and in
every race under heaven,

what a rich heritége for those !
children} A marvelous and matche=
less humenitariasn has gone, butb
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didntt his light shine while he

was with us? Didn't he carry on

for God? He lighted, lifted and

led in the service of humanity,

He loved his fellow man and he
showed 1t in a practical and dee
finite plan of cooperation., He
worked with them. He knew the
burdened ones and got under the

load and showed them how to carry

as much of it as they could., He

was too sensible to carry the

entire burden for them, He carried
it with them so thast they could learn
to carry it without him. He did not
help men to become helpless,

He taught men how to work together
and how to walk together in the
path of human belberment., He
walked by their aslde and gave them
the smile of a real brother as he
journeyed with them under the load,

His humenitarian spirit pervades
the world today as the womants
ointment pervaded the room in which
the Waster sat, The Master was
touched by her unprecedented gacrie
ficlal gift and declared that her
deed should be her memorial,

The great humanitarian made a beaten
path to the hearts of men and built
his own monument of love thersin

. themsslves, aschool house in every
hamlet, an open door of Christisan
assoclation in every city are the
great spiritual and moral ideals

for whieh he lived and labored,

What Julius Rosenwald has dons
throughout the whole world shall
also be teold as a memorial of him
wherever the gospel of social
welfare 1s preached., He bullt

his own monument., His benefactions
cannot be enumerated or estimated,
IFigures cannot tell what he did,

No man can mumber them., They are
the leaven in the lump. You who

R e e S T
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want to know how much he did to

help this old world==to 1ift 1t

up and light 1t up, will have to

wait until Judgment Day. His

gifts will be 1ined up there.

fphey will come out of all nations

end kindreds and people and tongues,

and will stand before the Throne c¢lothed
in white robes and palms in their

hands " '

The great Keeper of Man's Record
shall say to this servent of his,
who went about doing good, "y
was hungry and ye gave me meatb;
T was thirsty and ye gave me drinks
T was a stranger and ye took me inj
naked and ye clothed mej T was sick o
and ye visited me. In as mach as ye ‘4

|

did it unto the lsast of these ye
did it unto me., Well done,"” What
a day of rejolcing that will bel

The major objectives to which
Julius Rosenwald dedicated princely
gifts should become the major cb=
jectives of the Negro Race, They
would be the only monument which ' F
he would desire, What were these
objectives? Pirst, self=help;
secondly, good rural schools
throughout the south; third, an
open door for christien association
in every citye

If we really appreciate what he has

done for us, we will, take up where

he left off and carry Ol That is

the kind of memorial which Julius

Rosenwald, the prince of humanitarians,

would like to have us builde 7L

The Negro child, too, was thenkful for the schools and

education that Rosenwald had provided for him, They oo
eulogligzed the greét man as these words of a ninth grader

exXpress:
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R, is for Rosenwald & great man
wasg h@’

offered opportunity to the colored
race free.

0, is for object of which he had in
view,

To be a great philanthroplst although
a jew.

g is for Springfield the city where he
wag born, 4

Under his leadership Negro schools have
growile

E, 1s for eradicate i1literacy we have :
Seen9 t

He started in Ala., in nineteen thirteen,

N, is for negroes who 1live in the South-
land, '

With his schools and libraries they have L
teken a new stand, M*

W, is for wisdem with his wealth he did "
Spend, ’ :

Wwith his millions for charity he made
many friends.

A, is for Alabama the state he did hegin,
to stamp out 1lliteracy-

Which is the nations sin,

1, is for library with volumes to read,

Wwith plenty of information that we may
succeed

D, is for his death that saddens our
cares, ,

But his funds are endowed for twenty
five more years.

The man whom Rosenwald supported up the political ladder,
the President of the United States, Herbert Hoover, spoke of
this great American patriot in the most glowing terms:

The death of Jullius Rosenwaldesesd@=
prives the country of an oubtstanding
citizen, HLs business ability found

expression in commercial achievements
of great magnitude and importance.

His patriotism was reflected both in
his services in the cause of netional
defense during the war and in his ?
devotion to the upbuillding of the
1ife of the community and the country \




in times of peace.

one of his most conspicuous cone
tributions to the public welfare was
through his humanitarian activities,
His warm hearted human sympathy for
all mankind resulted in munificent
gifts for the advancement of

public health, education, housings

and the wide reach of soclial asmeliora=
tionel 79

The National Broadcasting Company presented a natione
wide tribube to Julius Rosenwald on Sunday, March 27, 1938,
at twelve noon. The tribute to the world=femed Jewish
philanthropist was arranged by the American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee, the worldi's largest Jewlsh welfare
orgénization engaged in overseas work and one with which
it has been shown Mr, Rosenwald was clogely identified |
for many years, A resolution prepared at & special meeting
of the officers of the Joint Distribution Committee on the
seventh of January, 1932, in the City of New Yofk was pres=
gented over the air to a grieving national audience:?

We sre inexpressibly saddened
by the death of our friend
and co=workers,

For many yeers he was %o us &
pillar of strength and support.
With the utmost generosity he
gave munificent sums toward the
pelief of the needy and the down=
trodden, His warm heart beat
ever in sympathy for the pere
secuted and the underprivileged.
Tn rebuilding the lives of the
war-stricken Jews of Eurocpe,
“hils princely benefactions to the
Joint Distribution Committee and
o its affiliated organizations
stimulated and for all time raised
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and ennobled the standards of
constructive philanthropy.

The wide range of his humanitarian
interests, his devotion to duby,
the zeal for truth and for justice
to his fellow=men which marked his
undertakings, the innate nobility
of his character and the simplicity
of his daily life, made him a unique
and outstanding figure in our time,
His personelity and idealism enw
deared him to untoldmillions the
world over,

A great Jew, a distinguished American,
a beloved leader has passed on, leaving
a great void, but bequeathing for all
time an imperishable example of a
generous spirit and a great soul.

Again President Herbert Hoover was able to express his
regret over the loss of his close friend, He appeared on
this program of memorial speaking these words:

As one who was & friend of Julius
Rosenwald I call to memory this
morning that friendship and his
inspiring associations of many
years and I join with you, his
friends, in memorializing the
full and goodly life thet was his,

I recall how, guided by his keen
intellect and great heart, he
directed his wealth into those
channels which inspiration:and
study convinced him were for the
best service of his fellowmen,

I further recell that where there
were no channels, he surveyed and
dug them, recognizing no barriers
of creed or race, I am thinking
too, &t this moment, of that gresat
enterprise in human engineering
in which the Jewish Joint Distribe
ution Committee has now been ene
gaged more than a decade, and which
was undertaken primarily because
his vision and his benefactions
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made 1t possible to commence it
and were so important a part of
its total support,
Surely the good which he has done
will serve as an Iinsplration %o
humanitarian effort for generations
to come, and will constitute an
imperishable memorial to him==the
only one he would have desired,r74
Speaking at the Hebrew Teachers College of which he was
a director, in Jerusalem, at the end of the week of mourning
for Jullus Rosenwald, Mr. David Yellin sald that as a genere
al fule, Rosénwald stood aloof from the Palestine movement
but from time to time he did support Palestine enterprises.
Yellin went on to say that during the war Rosenwald
gave $10,000 a month to the Provisional Committee for the
maintenance of the impoverished Jewish population in the
Holy Land, The young men of Palestine who went to California
to study agriculture benefitted not only from his personal
Interest but recelved also consldereble material assistance,
He was the main supporter of the Agriculturael Experimental
Station, as we have already seen, established at Athlit
before the War by Mr. Aaron Aaronsohn, his desire being to
ald the development of Palestine on a sciéntifig basise.
Rosenwald's greatest contkibution to Palestins, accord=
ing to Yellin, was in connection with the Hebrew Teachers
College in which he took a deep interest and to which he gave
first $75,000 and later a further $25,000 for. the erection

of the building,.

Mr., Yellin concluded with these words:
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Palestine will always remember
him with gratitude, as do the .
millions of people in American ’ |
and other parts of the world ' ’
who benefitted through his
groat glfts,L79

In a Memorial Address at Chicago $inai Congregation

delivered on January 17, 1932, Dr, Louis L. Mann praised

bhe man Rosenwald for his gifts to all menkind and con-
eluded with these wordss. :

Tt was my sad privilege to say g o
the last words at the grave in .

Rosehill Cemetery. The tomb=
‘stone had been set a year ago;

s slab with one word: "Rosenwald."
Tittle more than a marker of &
gravel An old Jewlish sage salds
fiThe righteous need no monument 3
their deeds are their enduring
memorial; they live by majesty

of memory and strength of example
in the hearts of men," When: .
Julius Rosenwald, the keen busin- . {
ess man, the great merchant, the ) '
men of material wealth, will long :
have been forgotten, Julius Rosen- -
wald, the man, the good man, the '

philanthropist, will be blessed

by posterity.

A white man who carried the burden
of the blacki A Jew who built
Christian associationsi An American
patriot who loved the people of &Ll
nations} Now, he too, like his
neighbor in Springfield, "belongs to
the ages,"176 : '

And these are the eternal words of Julius Rosenwald:

The commonest and shabbiest thing
in the world is advice, A normal
man does not reqgulire it, His con=
geience or intellect is suffleclent,
What he wants is an opening., He
may seek 1t or he may find ite
O0ften 1t will meet him face to face
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when he is thinking about some«
thing else. 1In that event, his
heart should not be f£illed with
arrogance.

A thousand men, hidden away,
getting pay envelopes every Sat=
urday, Live and dle in comparative
poverty. Many are millionaires
in everything save money. There
is no occasion for them to under-
rate their abillty. Chance has
not come knocking ab their doors.
Nor hag the men in the next store,
sky-scraper oI factory, at whose
door chance has actually appearsd
any reason for overestimating his
own ability. Meekly should he
walk in the presence of himself =
and of his familye

"gut you have had & programme?"
the interviewer persisted.

"yNone whatever. WHad I followed
a programme, I would s8till be in
the clothing business."

"Anyway you have & policy,"
"only so far as tryling to feel
that I am always selling mer-
chandise to myself. I would
stand on both sides of the counter,
1f we had a counter.®

nyou were not compelled to split
rails in your boyhood," the inter=
viewer said by way of experiment,
"No, bubt I peddled chromos,” Mr.
Rosenwald replied.

rhe nimble sixpense had to travel
pretty hard to get away from me
when T was a youngster. I did many
things in the way of earning money.
gatehels had to be carried and I
carried some of them, Also I deliv=
ered papers. When the Lincoln mon=-
ument was dedlcated, I sold a
pamphlet history of the acts leading
to the eovents and made $2,5000 6"

Work to me 1s not & burden but a
privilege, and my sympathy goes
out to the man, and more especially
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to the boys who by the unwise
solicitude of a grandfather is
deprived of the joy of honest,
conscientious 1sbor in useful
fields of endeavol.

T early learned the value of
money, and that lesson has never
left me throughout the yearss
Whebther a dollar 1s paid oub

for necessities or Tuxuries, in
wages or philanthropys T am de=
sirous of seelng as full returns
for it as possibles Another
thing 1 have observeds The
‘wmillions that came to me at Fifty
could not restore & tooth which

T had lost at thirty. They could
not blot out a single day of
grief. To this extent, at any
rate, I c&n 86€° the fubillity of
accunmilating moneyo. Tt might,
however, add a few years of life
and comfort. T conslder, there-=
fore, timeliness one of the baslc
prer@quisites of worthwhile phile
anthropy 177

Among M»r. Rosenwald!s favorite guotations was one by
Mark Twain, from Twaln's autoblography, It seems To mé to
summarize the aifficultlies of approaching & biography of &
man whose life encompassed all of mankind as did the 1life
of the grealb Jewish philanthropist Julius Rosenwalds

What a wee little part of a per=
sonts life are his acts and his
words) His real 1ife is led in
his head and 18 known to none
but himself. All day long and
everyday, the mill of his brain
is grinding, and his thoughts,
not those other things are his
history. His acts and words
are mereoly the visible, thin
orust of his world, with its
scattered snow summite and its
vecant wastes of water==and
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they are &o trifling a part of

his bulki A mere skin enveloping
1t, The mass of him is hidden=--
it and its voleanic firesithat
toss and boll and never rest

night nor day. These are his 1life,
and they are nobt written, and
cannot be written, Everyday would
make & whole book of eighty thous=
and words=~three hundred and sixbty
five books & yeals ‘

Biographies are but the clothes and
buttons of the man=-=the blography
of the men himself cennot be written,178
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