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I • IHTH.ODUO 'f ORY · 

The subject of my thesis indica:teB the content 

of proving the strong influence that Rashi has on the AslD<enazic 

Liturgy. The Jewish IJi turgy is the ern.bod:Lrnent of the .1)rayerful 

e:X.fll'essions through the s9iritual yearning of Israel's collective 

soul. It is the s;d.ri tual sanctuary belonging to the household 

of the :peoJ;le through vihich they vrnre united :cegardler.:is of ages 

ancl J..Jln.ces. 11 '.L'he great sage J:-lab'bi Abraham Berliner 11 says J·avetz 

11 e:x,0ressed in his book 'Rancfbera.ex·kungen z.um Siddur' that there 

is no other book popular in the houses of Israel from one end 

of the globe to the other as the Siddur. It is found in the 

hour:Jes of the _b)oor as well as of the ignorant. The Sidciur is 

not the work of one scholar or sage but it is the endeavor of 

all Israel. All the congregation of Israel laid the founds,tion 

and. erectecl its walls and ernbod.ied in its midst the holy s.Jiri t 

which the .\?eo::;:iJ.e conducterl their religious lives in the homes 

and in the Byrn::i.gogues. Yet, the liturgy of the f3idclur was 

shaped and reformed by the great geniouses of Israel in whom 

the i)GO.Jle ·believed irn:itincti vel:y· and uncom1;rom.isingly trusted 

in them. 

Rashi through his scholarshiQ, character and 

intuitive understanding became the authority of Jewish life in 

his generation on the ·Comm.uni ties that knovr him or heard. of h:i.rn. 
i 

In cou:n:.e of' time he also became one of the few Jev:isl1 great 

authorities on Judaism in the v.ricle sgreEi,d. conmruni ties of the 

Dias~ora. Rashi's achievement in influencing Jewry is describ-

ed by Berliner in the f'oLLovJ"ing Tvrnrds :: 11 Great and rich in mean~ 

ing is n.ashi' f3 influence ·which he exercisec.l through his broao. 
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knowledge ·upon the religious educa,tion and training of Jewry" 

(Hashi }i'ortrag, :Prof. A. Berliner). Varied and in many a field 

was Rashi's influence upon all the cultural and religious life 

of our peo~le. Tiut this thesis will only deal with Rashi's 

influence UJOn the liturgy of the Ashkenazic Services. 

The influence of Rashi on the Ashkenazic Lit-

urgy is due to the fact of his activities, life, and direct 

contact with the :people who lived in the then Jewish cultural 

center where a strong religious influence ca.me from. This 

influence emanates from the autho:riU.ve _power of Har1hi ·who could 

change, add and reaffirm the tradi ti anal liturgy. 'l'hus, my 

literary work will indicate the dynamic .i.:.iressure that Rashi 

has on the .f>resent clay Ashkenazic liturgy. It ·will be shovm 

and proved by comJ:)aring the ancient rrnurces as referred to lJy 

HaBhi in his ov.m writings or being mentioned in the ·vrnrJrn of 

others as attributing to the great master of the ,Jeshi vas of 

northern Ji'rance and Bouth-vvestern Germany,. whose na:rue is Habbi 

Solomon lwn Isaac? who vvas "born in Troyes in 1.040, and. died 

there July 13, 1105. 



II. How B.ashi had an Influence on Ashkenazic Liturgy 

It is no wonder t:b.at such an historical figure 

as Rashi had left his influence on the liturgy of the Ashkenazic 

l\f~inhag. Not only· the geogra2hical close contact betvreen the 

}~1 rench and the German c01mnuni ties made possible this influence, 

but the authori ta.tive scholar, Hashi, v71J.Ose fam.e becanie known 

in distant communities for his greatness a,nd achievements in 

Judaism. Lifshitz says in regard to him, 11 -8.ashi absor·bed all 

the knowledge of his day. The love of the '.f.'orah caused. him to 

learn whatever vn1,s posBible to acquire in his time. He had 

the natura,l incl:Lrw;tion for the acqu:Lsi t:Lon of knovrledge. ~'his 

nature WC\S f:J,n end in itself. He .LJOsEJessed all the s2iritual 

treasures of the ~ast ages so that he could inter~ret and hand 

clovm the glory of' the 'l'orah to those who would come· after him. 

And no scholar of Judaism after h:im who is absorbecl in the king .. 

dom of the s.vir :it did. yet rival him 11 
( 2g. 19 lvllf 1). It vras 

almost a ~rovidehtial occurance of Rashi's existence. The 

various o~inions of a lesBer degree of Jewish scholars of his 

time needed an authority to whom rcligiouB c1uestionB for decisions 

might be bro"Llght UJ.) for eonsid.eration,, ~L'fot only did. the ritualB 

vary in distant comr.mni ties but even in Hashi 's native town, 

Troyes, the chaos vms noticee:ble. "And even in regard to the 

ri tue,ls of the Holidays the memberf3 of the 'Iroye s c ornrnun:Lty 

were divided. A chaotic stage reigned in the cmmm1nity in re

ge.rd to the arrangement of gr eyers 11 (.fig. 12 w "11 \? iTo). 

He,shi 's influence did not Bto:i.) v:i th his dee, th. 

His influence continued through the :Jeshi va that he er:;tal:->lished, 
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and through his disciples. ~Buber states that 11 He (Rashi) wrote 

many deciEJions of religious laws. He re.r>lied to the question·-

naires in regard to various religious undecided problems. We 

fincl that many decisions were given by Hashi's disciples as they 

were taught in his Jeshiva" UL Bu1Jer, Int. pg. 4, nlHHJ). 

Rashi's tremendous influence on Jewry is due to 

dissemination of his ideas and decisions by his faithful dis-

cilJles. They too]{ dmvn all the decisions and con:nnents in their 

note-books from which they ta.ugh t the pe o];Jle. Lifsh:i. tz explains 

th.is influence in the following str::1,tement: "A pu11il v1ho cmne to 

the Jeshiva prepared a note-book for himself wherein he wrote 

down all the teachings of the Master. Ylhen one went out as a 

Habbi of a co:rnmunity he could instruct the peo.1:1le from. this 

note-bool(. The ref ore, every utterance coming froni their Mas tar 

was a1,)J)reciated. His decisions in regard to law cases and all 

of his Res;ionsas were taken down by his .PUDils. And a nevi .i?U . .Pil 

incru.ired of the Hes_oonsEJ.r::i and decisions of the ,\irevious yes.rs 

taken down by the older students in order to co.1,Jy them. 11 (~VJ; .Pg .134). 

Rashi influenced Ashkenazic Liturgy during his 

lifethne ana. thereafter. His influence wa.r3 direct and. l)ersonal, 

as it wa~ after his death indirect and authoritative. "There is 

anot:r.i.er literary f ield~1 says IJif shi tz, "that the Ashkenazic 

cornrnuni ties vrere not influenced by the Sephardic legal decisions 

which is the field in the ritual .oart of the Servi.ces. Like-

wiser they were not influenced in all the arrangements of the 

Services and the ritual conduct of life, which are the inter-

mediators between the religious life and the secular life. 

These forms of religious observances the Ashkenazim acce.pted 
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from J?rench Jewry and the former handed them over to their 

ln:·e thern in the Hor th. 11 ( 'VJ1 pg. 151) • 
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A. 

11Even tl1ough the esBential work of Hashi II; 

writes Eiolomon Buber, nwas the ex.;_Jle,nati on of the J3abylonicm 

Talmud and the cormnentarieB on the Dible, he also labored in 

the fields of religious decisions by which he was tea.ching his 

disci.Qles and. all those great men who interrogated him in regarcl 

to various :ritualistic lr:wrn. He showed them the right way in 

·vvh:Lch tb.ey should lead others. Eis disci_ples collected the 

r.a.a terial which they got from their· te(c',cher. J~ikewi.se, Hashi 1 s 

teachers ha:ve aslced him for his o1)inion as vre find in 11 0•11lJ~f.1 "'<19nt1. 

It is a question sent to Hashi from his teacher, our Rabbi Isaac 

Eallevi of Worms. 11 (S. Hah. Int. pg. 152) (Gid. Rashi, Int. pg 4) 

With exce~tional veneration for this great authority the leaders 

after ~is death refer to his teachings. These are the phrases 

used in mentionin:;; Rashi ts authority~ 11 It is esta"blished frorn 

the mouth of our Hab1Ji, may his soul be bound U.J! with the memory 

of the living, 11 (11I. V. 245); 11 these are t~he legal laws of She chi ta 

by our J:labbi, blessed bl his rn.ern.ory, 11 
( S. Ha9. R., 20b); 

11
these 

are the legal laws of l1a.ssover 'by our H.abbi Solomon, 11 (Shib. 

Halel;:., 206) ; 11 I have asked. Ra.bbi, 11 (lvi. V. 1 69) ; "twice I have 

seen Il.abbi doing thii:; '.·'; and if a new custom was not liked by 

Rashi, it was said, 11 ".:J"'J ~·J'.:J. if~? 1lii> ~·a~ 11 (Sid. Hashi, 
' 

34b) • And vvhen a decision was referred to Hashi it wa.fJ said, 

"And thus we have received from our H.a,bbi HB,shi, rue,y his memory 

bee, blessing,'; (H.V., 365). 

H.ashi 's authority SJ;:>read from his academy in 

the city of 'l'royes, and from there his influence went forth 
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to other Jewish corn:cmnj_ ties. Max 'Neis in hi;:; introduction to 

11 Seder Troyes" says: "The Jeshiva of Hashi in Troyes, and. his 

family, were the light vvhich enlightened all the Diaspora. 

Due to Hashi, t11e city of '.I'royes became the irnrnediate religious 

center for all the children of the exile. For there, the cus-

toms and a system of religio1rn worshi1J were formulated, in 

order that the readers should make no errors. Likewise, Troyes 

became an exa.rrrple for. other Jevr:Lsh comrilur.\i ties, in the arranging 

of the Liturgy." 

Rashi's authoritative influence was accepted 

in his native town and in the surrounding Jewish conTurunities, 

as may be seen frorn the fallowing statement by the members of 

rrroyes: 11W·e, the inhabitants of 'I'royes, together with the neigh-

boring communities, have .f:llede;ed ourselveFJ that every one ·who 

dwells here ~~hould stand by the decision of the community vrhich 

is reprinted from our H<:J,bbi Solomon of Troyes." (s. Hah., Int. 

}.Jg. 159). 

Hashi did. not impose his authority on the peo.11le 

by personal glorification, but through kindness and modest ex-

~ressions. The following incident will demonstrate his modesty: 

"Ancl. we were at Ha::ihi 's te,ble and re.:?eated with him the grace 

on wine during the meal. It seems that this was a rule insti~dref 
by ~ractice alone. Yet he did not wish to have the glory of 

esta"blishing e, legs.l law for all generations, but he used to 

say: "All thos_e ·who Bhall follow this practice may be blessed. 0 

( "i' V r1 q) l~.1. • • , lt:J. 

Rashi's authority was needed since there were 

disagreements of o.pini ons ai.o.ong the -scholars. 11 Jmcl regarcling 

whether to recite 11 



there was a conflict of dec:Lsion :Ln the conrn1un:i.ties. 11 (S. Ha1,i. 

R., ~g. 806). Some ceremonials were observed in one neighboring 

com:munity. 11 Jmd this was a custom :LJracticed in E.l,dyer only. 11 

(IUid., ~g. 256). The various ~ract:Lces and rituals in the 

comm.unities increased. confusion a.nd conflict a£,10ng their lead

ers res~ectfully. "It was discussed in the Jeshivas of Lorain 

wb.ether or not to recite ' 

Hashona. The scholars were divided in their oJinions and they 

asked H.ashi for a final decision on this rn.atter. If ( /J;esr's )'P '711. ) • 
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:r3y the tc:::achings of Hasl.J.i we may understancl 

all his utterances, whether oral or written, made during his 

lifetime. Ilashi clid not YiTi te books as we comJ)rehend this 

tar:>k to be (lone in our modern th1e. HiB legal decisions and 

tec.:1.chings v1ere tfJ,ken down by his disci,)les i::mcl tlnrn handed 

dovm to our time. 11J?rorn. the Aca,deH1Y of' Hashi yrn .t1ossesEi six 

books dealing with r~ligious legal decisions. Four of them 

are _printed: the 1:Pardes 1 , the 1.li:achzoT Vi tri', the 1Eahorah' ~ 

and the 1 :3iddur :do.shi'. And the other two are still in manu;.., 

scri~t, as the 'Ishur V'hether 1 , and the 'Sefer llasdorim'." 

(S. Hai). H., Int. ,Jg. 5). ~Lifshitz states in regard to the above 

boolcs the following: 11 All these books are the J}roclucts of the 

s~irit of Rashi's Jeehiva. His s~irit was the influential 

power in the Jeshiva. Therefore, 1ll8 may rightly calJ. these 

books in hif:3 name. ll ( ., \lll _pg • 136) :f'urtheTnwre, the writer 
• 

Bays: 11 His (Hashi 1 s) religious clecisions \'/ere inntruct:i.ons of 

Ac_, :Jl'c"•c·t·1· cal ·n~·i-ur'"' and the lJrir.?btneG• 0 of life shines in his , _ v • OJ Lr v ' - ), . . i.:>· .•. t:> 1,J • 

teachings.;' (Ibid. ~g. 127). The content of Rashi's Res~onsas 

touches the funa.aw.entals of tb.e religious life of the Jews of 

his time. HMost of his R.esJ;)onsas are dealing ·with the legal 

laws of 2ermiss:Lons and 1}rohibitions, and with the liturgy 

and rituals of the Dervices. 11 (Ibid • .:)g. 130). Singer makes 

the sta,tement, even, that 11 ,Jiachzor Vi tri 11 
\IaE; written under 

the direction of Rashi. 11 Siwl'1ah, son of Samuel of Vi t:ci, corn-

.1:liled under the clirection of his teacher, ~1ashi, the HalJbinic 

and. li turgi.cal work lu1own as 'Ai:acll.zor Vi try' . " (Daily J?raye:r 

'Book, Ginger, J)g. :;;:v) • 1..--....... ~ 
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~any a 9rayer as we find it to-day in the 

Ashkenazic liturgy, and.various legal decisions as observed 

by the above I!linbag, whicl1 are not in full harmony w:i. th those 

as found in books handed down from Rashi's teachings, is ~ro-

bably due to the harc1sJ1i.t1s of the co1i;,rif::tr3 anc1 to yrinting 
' . 

clifficultieFJ. In the introcluction of the standar<J. ii..f."Jhkenazic 

.:)rnyer· book, 11 Jwodath Israel 11 , vre find the follo·wing rei.r,ark: 

11•rruly, in course of time, and in various vrays, the guardianB 

of the Hebrew tongue ceased, and the ~rayers were distorted. 

'l'he )X'inters and the CO.i;Jyists yrnre careless. f3ome have ornJ.tterl 

''"'ordc· o'"lJG''''"' .r:1 tave· 0 cldec1 11 (e<eci '·~~ r 0 ·x· vv . ..:;. ' Li .... · .L ~.J .. c c~ ~ ,\, e l..) e .i:}.. v • D - e ' :,,Jg. III). Lilrnvd. se, 

vrn find. another sti:,i:ternent in re1~;e,rd to the .1?rayer books. 11 1\..t 

tl:w encl of the :::ieventeenth century the im'blishEH's became care-

less in ~rintine the ~rayer books, ~any 9rinter's errors cre~t 

into the Ashkenazio Sidclurirn. 11 (Jewish J:i;ncyclo.wedia, L'rayer 

boo~~ ·~ ·1r/~b') .r.-....~.J' J)(:) e .. 0 • 

varied. ~he coJy-writings varied according to the oo~yists' 

abilities. Some were diligent enough to write correctly and 

ci:i,refully. 11 ( ("' '.'[ ·~ ") 
..... ~ • .l..Lc .... ~ • fl .• , Int. pg. 5). The following ~assages 

from the llleal J~n·B .. yer vd.:U illustrate the Grrors vrhi.ch cro 1Jt into 

the liturgy in the courne of time. '.Cb.is is taken from j:,;Iaehzor 

Vitri, J)age 5~;;, ?A 7l?>' ?x1.LV• (!>.Y){J>,., ?)I~ tY>"')u?'>'l'I ~, oni 
11 

(f'l~WO 'T,'i ..IT~) J1~::>'i>P ?yt (l~.:1.:> 1:.1.VP rt~3 ?.>'' 71".>' o~~'ltfl1J 

,_,?~x.f1..-P?...YLJtJ,$.y ·;uJ'tJI lf'7/U'W \l~"rrn~ 1-~TAn .J1~.J:i1 ~;d 

1. t J .. - inclicates tb.at t:~·1e vrords in it rt~ce frou !.Lacl1zor Vi tri. 

<) 
'v 0 ( ) irwicP,tes tr.1a t the wordf:l in :Lt o.re fr on J,.vod1Jth Israel. 
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l,iany an illuotrc.d~ion coulo. be indicc;,ted by comi1e.r1ng the .i:.:;rayers 

of aashi's sources with the Ashkenazic standard ~rayer book. 

Yet, in s-"Ji te of the difjtortion ol:' the Jt's,yen.:; which rrnre re-

cited by Rashi and his diuciJles, his influence is inevitably 

noticed on the Ashkenazic liturgy. 

Rashi 1 s indirect influence on the Ashkenazic 

conwmnitien was thrmJ.gh his disci.1)les. 11 Ho\vever", ·writer3 Zunz, 

11 the TosefiDt:3 baBed their o_;_,inions on the teachings and de .• 

cisions of aashi. Thus, they becruae the shining lights of re-

. "<.>·13 ",'f, pg. 41..\,) • ".Jhe:n a _;)ray er· or a blessing vmi3 doubtful, 

the disci)les referred to Ilashi's customs and teschings. 3uber, 

in his introduction to llSidclur ::tai:ihi 11 , .J<:1,r;e X, gives a cornl:1lete 

list of ci.11 the .i:lhraseo mentioning and refer:cint; to :aashi. 

Hashi 'B inf'luence on the c 0111;.i:Ci.ni ty of L;ayenc~ is i.nd:i.ca ted in 

the f ol1m1:Lng ref erronce ~ u In regard to the use of the orna.ri.lr:.m-

tationr3 of t.lle i3uceah, our ~.{c.::,bbi in ! .. .La;'/ence dhl not meJ.rn Uf;e 

of t:!:-1.eI.a before the ninth da;y of the f ect.r3 i;. J,.nd thus :ci.gshi ur:;ed 

to do. 11 Rashi 1 s disci~les made him 

fe,rn.ous in all the Dias~ora. :for 11 soon the number of his ·1. c .. 1s-

ci_._JlGf:i inc:censecl :Ln the Jeshivo. of ilashi. .i'.:..nd the;:; came from 
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ail garts of Rrance and Ashkenaz, and even from the Slavic 

countries d_id. they eome to his aoc;,,deiny. And the 12,tter are 

the very ones how introc\.uced Slavic words into Rc:tshi's wr:Ltings. 11 

L 
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By the close connections geograJhically and 

culturally Rashi influenced the Ashkenazic liturgy~ even though 

he lived. in ~'ranee. 11 In the fifteenth century .Tac ob J~and.a;u. 

in his book: 11 -n.~ 'A 11 maJWB tlrn E~tatm1tent that the l.iinhag 

France is very similar to the Ashkenazic ritual, being used in 

Cargentras, .Avignon, Li r:.ile, and O ologne. 11 ( J
. -, 

• .i:! •• ' Prayer books, 

~g. 172a). Likeuise, ue see the indirect influence of Raahi 

irn.)ortant early com1;ilation of the praye:n-; is the 'I.Iachzor 

V:Ltri' 1,vhich v1c:u-; the basis of tlrn Ar->hkenazio J.;,~inhag, intro-

duoed. by the Il'renoh ra11bis in 120(3. 11 (Ibid., .Prayer~ .. Jg. 171b). 

:Perhaf)s ·by tJ:i;:i,t time 1ve:ce also introduoed the Selicb.ot of Hashi 

in the AshJ:cenaz ic liturgy. The J~.shkenaz le .Jresent d.ay 1:.Lahz or 

lrn.s a note statine;: 11 Habbi Solornon~ the son of Inaac 1 ls signed 

the fJelicha ' O'J ~t?Y..:1 XHJ JUX.J,ln •;J~X 1
il'. Hashi is the au.thor 

of tJ:i.era. And tc:i,ke cognizance of the fact that many Eielie oth 

are sit:;ned ~3o1omon only. Sorne of thera be.Long to Habbl f~olomon 

the son of Judah, F.nd so1ae to llalJ'bi SoJ.o:u.ton the son of Isaac. 

It is 8E1.s:>' to cl.ctect ·1;·Jbich is vrld.ch bJ ito d.ir:>tinct style e,nd 

' • !.- • it ( ••. cu. c \,].on. lvl. 
~ I ·n 
.Li _'_)n • Isr., Vol. I, J/G~. ~~5) • Isrecl 

D;.::.vidson in his 11 

ascribes them to Rashi. 
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The connections betTiecn French and ~shkenazic 

comk.lH11t1es Vias r30 close thB .. t even tJ:ie religious l:i.fe of the 

geo_Qle in the la.ttcr co1~faLU.nity was knO'iiTl in the Jes11iva in 

Troyes. "Lncl in c.c,11 t:h(~ con1i1nmj_ties of t:r:e lcmd of J .. shkenaz 

the _JCOJle u.re Yrorthy to "be reL1embered of mn.ny a blessing for 

p. 

their fulfillment of the .:,.irece)ts and. for tb.ei1' good de eels. 11 

( 
r< • -
.::i 1 CL• 

The cultural and religious life of the ~rench 

com;_,un:Ltj_es influenc\:;cl tb.e 11sl1kenazic so tl1.e.t they bece.i11e one 

united streau of le~r~ing. 11 '~<.'he two Jevfish cultural Genters, 

the :b'rench ri.nd the Ashkenaz ic n, vrr:L tes Ijif shi tz ~ 11vrnre not 

tr·uly se)<U'ated. one fro1.:. the other c:i.f3 the f ornLer centers of 

JeVliDh litere.ry activities. TherJC,; ti.rn culture,l centen:; re-

ceived of and influenced one another Tiith its best and ~usli-

J'.' 4 e•d' .l-J·.+c~l'cn.1•·v·,,r v~·t·L1E'~ n (~" 0111' ·~ ..i.. v ... i:::v cl.~ .. -.,,:> o J. .. oJi::>.1. .•• ' .i:..Jb• 13) . 

L_.,uotes a stp,te:ment from the book 11 .Y)'1' 11>1 t1 e.dia:Ltting nashi' s 

influence on the Lsh:'::ons,zic reli::;icnrn life. 11 A.s :i.t is yn·itten 

Solomon. ~e conduct ourselves religiously according to his 

i:lashi should. be cons:Ldered r.:.;c; n 1·,:d.gl::ty ligi1t 

in the reli~ious history of our ~eo~le which shines rarely but 

its shadoTis might be traced even sfter the real light has dis-

aJ~eared. Zunz ruakco the following utterance in regard to this 

histo1~ical figm:c: 11:Clashi, J3lesBeci be his rnen.or;:,r, wc..s a _L)erem1i-

c.:.l strer.1,:c1 of l:L ving i;nder v1h:Lch V.'<'.fJ O..:Jeneci for the house of 

i "I 



19. 

Is:ce.el 0J1d from whom came for th nevr vrelle. of learning in 11 r2,nce, 

in hshkenaz, and in the Province, by his inter~retations, ex-

·'. 

\~ 



"In the name of Habbi Solomon ~"'~r I found 

that the reason for the custom to recite at the evening 2rayer 

Olnl Kinl' was due to the conscious sinners who used to in-

flict theLlselves between afternoon and evening ~rayers. Since 

after they had inflicted th~mselves they }rayed to Him for ~ar-

don and forg:L veness. A.nd because one i::i liable to sin every 

day, the:r:ef ore he should ,tJray at the eve nine; 1n~ayer 'Otn"1 ~fr >1M t 1 , 
11 

( r•b .• b 11· l "I 0_.1. -a e.rc., Yet, we find the sa.me statement 

made in .2ardes Hagudol, 2arc;i,gra.:.-1h 2, and 1.lachz.or Vit~ci, .i.Jage 

7'7 
1 

'but v1ith reference to 11 som.e f.laY" instead referring cli:r:ectly 

to Hashi. In i3eder Avodath Israel, _9age 163, the eom;,Jiler 

of the ,Jrayers i:;ivet, the same reason for reciting 11 011"'1 IP~l 11 , 

in the name of 
-,·, . 1 ' ..-1.asn1. 

The reaffirmation of the necessity to recite 
v 

the .t)rayer "nltO'i~ .non° H.a"bbi Solomon ftyt ex0ylainecl the f'ollowing. 

"'rt iB recited uon account of '.Ji'l"t~.) /Jt.)t()Xt'. · Why should we 

in the Creator's hand. 11 ( <''1· • " r- 1 J 1:ull o • .tta .e .<:., ,. ar· r)" 0) ( '.)~ r"-' es Pr ,~,·ldo-L 11 c:. 11 t.. .. t C·c.i '.J. J.lc::JJ5 Lf " ' 

.i;iar. 2) (Jfachzor Vi tri, .lR•J' "
1
"/') ('" 0 .[;'c,0 • I J, • 0 Cha. ~ 60) • In the 

Sef0r Avodath Israel we (lo rwt find the same e:ic.:.Jlanntion for 

reciting thif> .;;irayer. In regard to the J_Jra.yer 11 ~"r1J1~ ..,,b'l'b 1
1 

which was recited during the SB~baths as on week-days, Raahi 

haB done EJ.Way w.ith its recital on E:;a:bbath. "There are com-

muni ties where ' ri'r>ll~ -,tt>t&' is recited on vieek days o .. ncl not 

on Sabbaths. I f' ound the reason for their custom tn the e:;.;:-

}lanation of Rabbi Solomon 
,, 
~~r 1 ~ho said that a sacrifice of 

a Bingle man is not offt:;red on i::'.t:tbbath. ii.nd the 1 ';l'T?.nS. "l)t>tb 1 



is substituted for the single sacrifice, which could be offered 

( c•i, '" •).tLL iJ • H2lek., ~ar. 76) (T. O. 

Cha., _par. ?281). Accordins to the i~vodath Israel 3 .)age 61, 

vrn d.o not recite"'IJTt11~'l~bt'711 ·on 8a1:J'bathf3. Dut q_uoting Ibn J.s,rhi 

cite it, while the _;,J80.Jl8 'of J?rance were accustomed to omit 

this ~rayer on Sabbath. 

In regarcl to the _;_Jre:1,yer of iJI'B.ise 11 ~1 ~ l'T~I\ 11 , 

of .cieti.tioning to God. In reciting the u ~?l>'Y'r ~?'oi>i~, ·where 

we say 11 1t1~;} ?K')j1 'il!> )'1'~)1 11 , 11 the s8,.i._~es have c1ecreed 1 .)',it»" T'T .,,110!>' 

and 2,ll the J?salrn.s 'before anei. ofter 1 ii~ )"rlil' for ex.;,Jressing 

the ~raise of the Holy Blessed Be He before starting the actual 

. e t . .1. • .. 1·· I~. "' .. <' II ( ('l ·' ., ... , ro ,~ 1 . ... ~ ) i):- ii...1on1n6 .b) ay01 .. ,. ,,.1.a. •. c1.o.~.,.11, J)c,",r. o • Solomon Buber re-

marks that the last ex,;118.m',tion should. 'be cu:;cribed. to :ci.af:;hi, 

11 the sc are the vrnrcls of .aashi. 11 (Ibid.) . In i
1ardes Hagudol, 

paragra~h 5, we find a different version of the srune ~rayer. 

11 'Lh.erefore, the sages have decreed the 1 Y,'1b'1'r~~~o9 1 c:u1d 
1 ';r"? 1l1il' 

and eJ.l the .J.:'salms should be rec i te<l out of di v:Lne 1)rai se. 

:Every day they used. to reci tG in the Tem1?1e ' 

'to recall every day the miraculous de0ds of our Lord ~ho chose 

our fe,theI'f3 o,nd mul ti;ilied tl.1.er;1. JI;verJthinG as it is vll'i tten 

in :tise.lrn. ·· ' lhus, they used to recite 
01<. 

it wec.;k.~dayn, ,.. 

ancl not on f.)abbat11S. 2or the thanksofferine;s vrnre brou;:;;ht to 

the 1:i:e:rD.j/le every clay exce.i.Yt on 3abbath, as Ft s2 .. c:c:i.fice of a 

single man is not offered on S~ib~th. 1herefore, we do not 

recite it it on 8a1Jbath, but on the week--dayB. ii J~ccorcling to 



.. ~ 

1~ .. 

Dede:,:· 1~vodath Israel, }age 59, \ie do reefte a '71 '? Ti~\1 11 
on Sal:)l:mth, 

but at the verse 11 01n1 Xli"1~ 11 the followint~ :cemarlt is made~ 11
sor;1e 

sa.y that the verse '' Om'7 X~il'' should not be reci tecl on i3~1,b.bath 

o:r. on fe21ti vals. 11 

R.aBhi en1phasizes the reuciing of 11 o..:>'i1°?¥,. ii •J>f
11 

with the in:u:uecUate continuation o-.f the vrnrdn 11 ~·~•1.J1bX 11 • 11

It 

is forbidden to sto~ at the words ·~·f•)AOX'. But when one 

recites ' o..:>"i?t~X ';, •Jx' he ought to co.ntinv.e immediately 
1
.oi"!S•t.nt>x

1 

as it is written ' ( 
<'.:'. d ') h. ,_) J. • ii.as l , ·qr no) 

.V~""' "' c:,J • 

Ad.d.ed. to this emphasis :aashi ex_1:Jla.irn3 in Berakoth 14 the follow-

:Lng: 11 It is written 1 ..no)? e,•;i7X ~')t 1 ; therefore, we do not sto;i 

¢.:>~,.,~ff ~.., ~}'.' an<l between 1 J1 b >P of the t' ollowing 

,:;ira.yer. 11 'Ihe Sed.er Avod.o.th Israel, J;mge 83, makes this :rema:d~ 

one allow himr:-,elf to ta.lee a short bren:th in order. thrd the 

J,le.Qh should be e:x._).:.·esr:;ed distinctly. 11 

In regard to the Kedusha recited in the ~rayer · 

11 p•'.!t'~ >i..:i)rr the follovd.ng reason is indicEted~ 11 It seems to .i:{ar:;hi 

-\Jrn:t tJ:J.e arrangement of the 1 

every morning was institute~ during the dersecutions. £or the 

a2ostnte~ due to Christian sus~1c1ons, have decreed not to re-

c:Lte the i~eclusha in unison v1ith the ;~;hemona :Esra. :But after 

the cleteeti ves left the ;;:yrn3.gogue the 3.~eJ_usJw, y..ra;; rec i tecl in 

order to 1)roclah1 the unity of God. 11 I r• .(-' 11' -
~ .-:;, e J. • _-.Lal?. •n - 'Z or· ) .K., J)!f,. ·.> D • 

(.L~. v., 1 '7 3) / '" ' cl 1:>" c•h' .· ~I' .J ( \ •.J l 0 .I. 1. c ... J .. J. ' .:} c.;i_, 0 
l\'l'J) :.:0 :__, • Though the same statemBnt 

is nD,de in the va.rious 'books :n1entionecl, yet they have cUffcrent 

versions of e~~ression. ( ~ee' ~o·t-o~e·~ Q 
1_) , .l~ .. ) J1 \ l; CJ ' u 0 

H.8._~). 

\fe ut ill :ce-c i te ,,, cc ord.ing to the Lf1hkenc .. z :Le ritual the .cCec1.ush8' 

·in L.~?) . 



h def j_nite reaffirmation to recite the ~rayer 

iti8D for the s<1.nction df thif:3 cuDtor11 .• nr found in the l1Fnl8 

,,. 
?ljl thnt in f orrner timcD the 01rntorn -r.ra;c. to re-

me.in for :::n hour in the ;.~ynac;ogue r:.fter t:he ServiceD, or:; He hF.Ve 

learned froE1 the Ohacisilil vrho re1&dnc()_ for c.rn. hour •• ,. ,there~ 

':":.'hy houne 2.s if they ch. G 11 in the c• ~ nc ti.·1 ·1 I'V 11 ( '"'}'lJ
0 lJ Lf.-, "[ G'k ..,.. 1 . .JC • ~~C .• J it l-...1.. .. e .l.LG.,. ..... \\I ' 

44) ( T. ·1,. I·I'"' .. lh) J..JC.t,. • c.cJ? • , :J • 

recited_ 1"e1··ore t'.t".lt:' ·;;,~c·=-:,llil 11 ..,.,.TS 1:-r4.i14..'1 • (····c.,cl ·v· 1 .... r· .,. '''') • >.J '-' - .~ I f 11 t' .JI >~l.;,. e .i.l. e S o i J) t? o () 0 o 

In the Enllel of tho J~esuJ;:eh d.e ZilHriith we find ,,,...-···· .. ~···· 

that l\eshi selects trw er:.>~Jential 2sci:!Jnf3 v,·hich Dhould. ·be consi.6.er .. 

ed. in the.t Eallel. "~xce~t the '~gy~ti2n Hallel' and the 1 Gre~t 

Hcl.llel' vre .;)OSB8BD of F, third IJ.0.llel, Vih:Lch L:; cs,llecl 'the cl .. aily 

Hallel 1 included in the .2esukeh cle Z:i.1~1rt.h1. 11 ( ·l'' ·-i ·t·J· TJ· r" e ·f q I . . LC. ,. · flJ .... o J. " • e ) t::..i J e 

sF .. id 11 let :me Gl1are vd.th those ·v/il.o recite the 6 .. rj_ly .iXi:d .. lel.· 

.flJ w ioe). b.nci. HcuJhi ~r selected the f ollo~ine Esalrus ss 

t:hc rnbB t fit te\l to be in the Hall el of the ..2e sukeh de Zimruh. 

~'VT11;,. 7K" vrhici1 c:i,:re :l:'sulr;1s 148 and 150 res .. c->ectively. J:..nd. 

therefore these two .l.?:=Jr..1Lw 2,rl:: conr0icl.e:rccL by the f orrner s1: t;;e:::; 
• . 1 
\ .1: •• 0.r:: • 

They are recited in the Hallel of the ~esukeh 

I Gr·. / ~Jf;. ?:l) fl 

!!;' 

'Ihe )H\/er 1• p~~' X.)~ 11 c:,ddecl lJy 0"~; .nXt ~JXtli is 8, 

SUDDtitute for the c;:neient CUf.d.OLl of l'tJP.ding the _,;ortionf:l fron 



the :2entateuch. 

,,, 
uAccording to :ac:.bbi Solow.on 7~T the .i.JGO.:.;Jle 

used to read in the Torah, in the 2ro1hetic ~ortions and in 

'forever a man should devote a part 

of his life to the Torah, another gci.rt to the .L:~ir:ihna, nn<i the 

renaind.er of the time to the Talmud' in order to fulfill the 
'. 

fro::.LL the J?ent<:1 .. teuch in the ,Jraye:cs p,f.; the Sheriia v1rJich contG,iYw 

many of i tD Yrn:cd.s vrherGES c;,ftcr the ;c;ervice t:hey re8.d from the 

?ro)hCts. Nevertheless, they read the verses I r~~~~ ~)'' and 

' ~)1\i'"J,!:,. JJXT •J)\~ 1 as 8, substitute for the larger reading from the 

Pentateuch, which are included in the Service till this day. 

But on Sa'bbe.ths and on festi vale vrhere the 1rno.1,Jle E:,re free 

from work~ the reading fro@ the ~entateuch and its translation 

was included in the Service. ~herefore, we do not recite 'X~t 

r~~S')' on rJabl1e,th norning nor on f'eotive.ls. Yet we recite 

it on Sa~bath afternoon services in order not to forget to re-

cite it on week days, for it uas a traditional custom to read 

the Holy Blessed Be He furells within us to hear Israel 2raising 

Him. 11 ( ''}J 1· -VJ }f« -1 "'lr ,-J r LL1) ( e:• e'f ~__, . . • "' • ...c...,_ •..• c.~\.. • , J; Et e .Jo ..... u . e1 
306). .h.cc ord.ing 

to the AfJhkenazic ritual the a1)ove a.rrangement is follo1;ved till 

t 'n i· "' c] " y ( c• e' d 1:J lo.. • 1~ ... 41 

:c:tashi ex._t)lainu the ritual value of the 1)rc-1,yerr3 

II h ~.h ""'f'1 and '' '1t> XVI ()'l)" • 
__ ,_-'' 

I/ 

~tconcluded that the Has hi 

/_·;' the ?esukeh de Zirnruh is like the inv.;:-Jc2_tion )rc.c;,yer of ll811el, 

which eon:ieG after it. J,nci. the 1 1bX'V p1::i.1 is like 2.n invocation 



=.-i 

;irayer of Hci,llel coming before the .2esukeh de Z:Lrnruh. 11 (.1?ar. 

Hag., t) ) (·:.;; 1r . l\1L0.il.. e 
""-1 •• 64) ( '"l . '"!--. .,,. 1 , LaDr., l?IS• - ,:)11u •. 1.La e.ir.~ par • 7) • 

The reason why the verse 11 T.Y) i)f1.YIJ i1 1 11.JJ r.JnJ)•;, 11 

wc:1.s c:;,clci.ed to 11 "1'1il' ;r.,i1J7 11 is ex_.ylained by l~o,shi. 11 1 found in 

'"" the nnrne of' :~e.bbi Dolomon ~Yt that because of 1 -n"'f? if'$i7fl'til1 the 

enJ. of' the 2esukeh de Zimruh ' 

.2salm Ec.nd nt its en6., exce/c ' 7)1? ,-r"r>n.Jl'. 1
l'herefore, it we,B 

decreeci to s1:;.y this verr3e 'T.Y/11flY1) ,.,~ /1.J.J tJnJX~' in orde1· to have j_n 

it ' -:. ''lo L. L ~ ' "'·t tJ·· e e ·10.. o· · tv.... -,c," 1····1 , .. r1r• /t r -,- ·;a'' o. .l .. J. • .L "''·e ...:· "-'o •• 1.i c''· v.. 

( ,... .. d 
i.) 1 • .~. 1 • 18, 8.L( • 9 6) ( l"''h'b l' i-·t 

Hag. 3. •'.l] ) ,..,, .. . The addition of the last verse 

includinc; 11 ii it7?'?i7 11 we find to be recited in t.Cic J~Bhkenazic 

J ]• turcrlf ( C'. ea' ·' 'V ~ " c.~~J • t..; .. • .ti. • Iur., .t.JG 69). To the version of the a~ove 

stat8ment which is found in Cid~ur Rashi, the reason for the 

re
1
Jetition of "7'1 ~~i1..n ilb'VJ.11'1 b 11 is crne to the )rior o.trlission of 

11 n .,~'7'?n ti in 11 .,. rr '? n'?;r" 11. 

In the regular blessings on food and drinks, 

it seems that there was a necessity to esiablish rules and regu-

lations. Yor the deo~le were confused at every instance when 

they hacl tcoJcen ci, .meal. "~lashi was accustor;ied not to say grace ii, 

says the co:.i_Ji.ler of Shi bole fip,le:Lrnth, 11 on c;i,ny J..ic;.,u:Ld ex.c:e./c 

on wine and vrh<d, we fincl in many 11r3,yer books ,,,,ncl in '..lt'rt~.TJ J\,:>?';1
1 

to S<:;l,Y grace on wTter during a meCJ,1 iR not truly founded. Ii 

( ',-'.!hi' "h 
0 

-r 1 1 1 ~ n ) ~ u ha e~., Qar. ~o • The reason for thE.t custm11 is tlt.e 

f ollovring ~ 11 J:u:i .. shi saicl to us that all drinkr:o on the table cJ.uring 

e, meal is _;_Jcn1j_sr:i2:ble to clrink ,without saying grb.ce. :&'o:r: the 

grace said on the bread at the beginning is enough. No one is 

duty l1ound religiously to fH:>..y 11 'ii!> )S1fj.
11 o:c 

11 ~..., iJ 1(1 " in the 



'. 

26. 

middle of' a meal. '.L'he bread is corrnidercd essential, the:r.·efore 

thC I X'~>b' .i)ermi ts one to eat the after dishes without grfice. '' 

(Sid. Rashi, ~ar. 117) (Ghib. Halek., var. 143). Likewise, this 

rule iB carried. on fur·ther saying~ 11lforever shall no one say 

the blesBing ' 1 7b )S"J~~' or ' ?.i>i7'V 1 unless he drinks it out-

side of the regul2r weal. (Ibid.) (2e.r. Hag., _;;e,r. 83). These 

tvro statements are iJairl by the ~JlJ.iboleh Haleketh in the name 
,,.,,. 

of Habbi (;olmuon ?!)It. 

It is in the theological attitude of the Jewish 

sages of ·the i_,d.dd.le E:,get:i that vrn n1ay f:Lnd the reason why ~:~FJ..Bhi 

gets the traditional authority for the reinforcement of certain 

vrayers in the :::iervice ritual. Bashi, trying to ex.i,;lain vfhy 

q_uotes the Talmudic author:L ties. 11 As we have learned in l3er·~ 

achotb. that a heavenly voiee has whJ.s.Jered e.nd sa:Lcl: Woe unto 

me that I have destroyed. ray household. and burned my .J&d.ace and 

exiled my sons ai:uong the nations. Said unto my JI,lij s,h, that 

not only at this hour alone do we say thus, but three tiraes a 

day. 11.Loreover, that &'t t any time when the Ir:iraeli te s enter the 

Synagogue res~onding ' 

Almighty shakes siiB head and says 'Hag.i,iy should be tho lU.ng 

v.rhone sonB .::)raiBO Hira in His houBe and ·i;rne is to the }i'ather 

who exiled hiB children and vrne is unto His children viho were 

exiled. from the table of their ~b'ntlrnr. 1 11 The rea~rnn nh;y- we 

recite in the Kaclclish "J#Jt.,nJt 'ftllflll.f').11' is because .Ge need.2. con-

solation i'or the suffering of His children' B .:..JoVerty. 'Je }lp,Ve 

heard from li.2,'IJ"bj_ Solon10n ~'~t and it seems thB.t for the Dame 

reason the congrcg::=ction if3 :r:es.donding I ',7 r»rr? ll::)' 71 ll;, XJ ?jJf! 

, .. ,···' 



'. I 
vvhen tlie reade:c roci tes th.e I~addish. It is done in order to 

rouse. in God the c1ua.l:i. ty of mercy. 11 ( C' ]
0

? ~-'n '"111' ·i~ r· 1--_J .. U e ,;.,\.CJ.10 ' l; ti. e 11) 

According to the i.Fihkenazic ri tu.al 

the reader recites half ~addiuh and thereafter the congregation 

follows with the above verse as st~ted by aashi. ( S. Av. Isr., 

'.:Che final blessing of the meal is divided. into 

four .JCTts. The first is called " f'ti7 ..0;>1:;. 11
, the second, n.J\;)l!J 

'VI ~n 11 , the third, 11 o'~~~.,., iJ.l?J. 11
, and the f ou~eth, a,.l.•~t>iJ~ J.~t?~". 

~~la.shi e:x.,Jlains vrhy the second ancL the third 1)E-1.rt o:f the f:Lnal 

meal 1Jles~d.ng doos not o,')en its _,;irayer with the word ii r li.J. Ii. 

"'J.'11e first 1)2J:·t of the meal bleseinc; har-> all. the necessar:,r re-

W:i.th I 

it 0:,:lCYlS the _;)1.'ayer W:i.th 1 r t1J f and finishes 

:aut the Beeond and third )1::1rts wh:i.ch follow 

the :f irrJ t e.ncl 'being acl.,j acent to the f orE-ic-::r one f ini shes 1iith 

(~' .J. 1 1n:rt does not o.)en vr:i.th it. its "c;e lmve learned that 

all the ,Jrayero o~en with 1 r 1 "')..:J, I E<.DCL f ini. Sh Wi t:J1 the f38.llle 

e:xcegt the adjacent .G)rayers vih:Lch finish with ' 

do not o.,)en with the sarn.e for the ;,Eirst .;;1rayer l'w.d a.lready 

O.:,iened. Vf i th I j'l1:.t I • II ( 
T' 'I. t'i,. 4 (' . .oeraC..t'.lO .Ll - ) , Hashi) (Hok. Habr., vg.11). 

Likewise, aashi defines for us the es~ression 

mc=;.o.e in Talmudic tiueD to recite the 11 ;r>'--nil 11 in 11 t)tr.;>'il...1'):?1.1 11
• 

n.'.i.al)bi A..bba se,ys tfH:.t vrn luwe to say the ' if Y,71i1' :i..n 1 j>tt>il .I\ J1.l 1 

at the 'beginning gnd e.t t:rn end. 11 ( }jt;r[i,choth 49) • =~:iy 11 µ )'.T) /1 11 

vrn mean, BF.YS Ilcrnhi, the ):r.ayer "IY'Tt./'JW<>s'~oSJ~.>'1 11 ancl 11 1.J•,)~f..j?;iT!.1 11 • 

1 ~)) 
~· . In t:he li.shkene.zic liturgy vre find 11 /7'0-' 

'if 7? 11 insteo.c1. as ~i.ash:i. said. 11 

,, 
'i7 nnj" and irn:;tead. "TJX 1,,1 4).,-$rt 11 

vrn read 11 i.:m.J'f.. X,7 ~)ilO~.>~n 11 , nnd. this 11 

~raising God for eiving us the L~nd of Israel. ( f~; • AV • l s l' • , 



,, , 

~a. 

:;.~ashi ~:'1,lso reaffirms the se,ying fi ..11•..J J\J.>?bf 

, one throu2;:r1 whom Jerusalem vnu3 sanctified. 11 (J~erachoth 43, :aad1i) 

( 
.. .. i,. 
J.~10.r.\. • Eabr., l 'J \ "'" ) . 

The difference of o~inions which existed in 

rege:;.I'Cl to ::w,y:Lng 11 ii~., 11 in ~~almt1dic tirne~s continued. till the 

Jeriod of Rashi. It resulted that the latter's o~inion ~revails 

in our AslDcenazic services. 

be recited in tl1e ' y1xn ~~,~ and re)eated in t~e ' 

portion for thus the sagas decreed in Javneh. 3ut the Tannaira 

are of the o~inion to say the 1 111:Jnj' .Jortion alone." 
·" 

(:Ber-

aooth~ 4f3). Itashi defines the 11 µbnJ 11 in 11 ii Y'1 11 
1)y say:i.ng 

11 the blessing of the reconstruction of Jerusalem is called 
1 

i7t>n.J 
1

, 11 ,, 

(Ibl.d T)aL'v-J·) (····01r J-T·~br• Jg' "n) • • tJ .Llc .• _uJ. .. ,,, .i.d J.\. 0 .1<.:.-,, 11 ' J: .J • ..L t':.J • 
'J:he ~ •1 de ro:Lred to che::i,nge 

fl the J)rayer 11 '1111onJ 11 on f3abt)atr1 f:JO that the yrayer of 
11 il.9...., ii 

shall undergo some omissions and changes. 
11J3ut 2.ashi. stated 
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