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.1e~end s like llis.tory are records of human s.truggle and 

.. de·velopment. Ye.t i·tt would he unfair and incorrect to· approach a. 

a·oud.y of lege.nds in a merely cri~iaa.l and analytical manner. The 

essenae and real significance of a legend would be over-looked. 

if it were exposed merely to the microscopic dissection or ata~ 

t ist ical c.a taloguing of fa.ats and even1~ s contai.necl, as vvould he 

_proper in an inveatig~tion o:f' hiatorie~l documents. For beside 

reali·t,ias. legends cont,ai.n. reliiioua. ethical and aesthetic ex­

pressions. It is on this aaoount that I have divided my study in 

two par.·t s. 
\ 

ln Part One, I have at·t.ampted to invastiga.te the ohar-

ac.t.er· of Elijah and t.he li-gands built up a.bout his· person in a. 

crit,ieal manner, thoug;h never losing sight of the spiritual and 

aesthetic: elemen.t.s involved .. Therein I have endeavored to estab-

lish ·the· hiatoriai t.y of Elijah; the proba.ble aause s of making 

.tl:.lij a.h t.he lle.r.·o of J. a wish le&and and lore; the basis and fao.ts. 

of t,.he: le~;ends.~ thair extent and signifiaanae. The method of in­

ves:t.iiation applied is. the one generally us·ed in a s.tudy of re­

ligio-his.toriaal li te.rature • or more speci:fiaally the method of 

bi hliaal eri ti.aism. 

I'n Part T:wo of this pa..per I give a eollection of Elijah 

s.:torie:s of ·the; period limi tad by the title of this t.hesis, Here 

I lls.ve devoted my inte~est.primarily to the aesthetia and psyaho­

logio.al a:le:ments of the le.gends. Henoe my effor·ta shifted from 

the: inveatii;&tor to the transla.tor. T .. here is· also a secondary 
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:Part are b.rou~iht ou1i in ha.A-r.e11e:f, 1~.n inc11H-3ion. o:f all leit,e.n.ds 

at; the r.,oint; of dj.souesio.n i.n Pa.rt I, would· b,;y o~1UHe of ~ht-; 'bnJ.k-

In this collection of le~ands I claim no complotenaso • 

. nor originaliA!i;y. A complete oollociii.o.n. woulu :r.equiro n study of 

all 1almudia, ~idrnsbio and Jabbinio literature of this period, 

( COJJ.(.1ordt:U.L<H~s, i.udEH.lis and f~u.ides of i.i.he liiieJ."f.tt;ux.·e of ·tlJ.i~J 

\ po.riod bein~ limi·ted), wh:Loh is t1, physical .imporiHlibi.Lit&Y· .t;o oove.x· 

;. •. 

i.n tl1o · ti.me alloted :f'o.r the theoia. Nor m:m l olaim orit':,~inali t_v • 

:for a similv,r ooll(HJ t ion in Heb.1;·ew has he en zna.de b~ Jl1;r.ied.nm . .n i.n 

tho L.ntrod,U<:rtio.n to .his '" . .,, n .-;y1 1'1''''~ ~:n ';·1"' 
'· 

pletie oollecii:J.o.n of P.almudio legends in I~.tl.1t;:U.s.b. is ths:b oi' Ginz ... 

berfr ( 
2

) , bu.t the last volume of hirl works containing tb.e soux·oes 

of his material is as yet not published 9 and hanoe was of no aid 

in my work. A et.ill smaller oolleotio.u of j~J.:tjah le,gand..s in II.eb­

.rew and ~idd;lsh :i.s i;hat of i~ose.nberg ( 3) • .But; 't.ihia wo.rk also ht::JV­

ing no reference at and not at all or:tre:f:Ul; wi 1;h ld.a sou.raes was oi' 

only seco.ndnry ai(i in my wo.r.l{.-

The literature directly or indiredtly dealirig with this 

eubjeoti is very largo 9 and 1 have noij f.Wt:lileL1. m,;ysel:f of' Dll of' it 

due t;o ~:i.m<-:~ J.imit;ationD. TI1ough I have used t.he most impol~tr~nt 

works on the subject, I have consulted wholly, or in purt tho 

-~-------..-..---·lot-------__,.,...----------- ........ --.. --...... _______ ....... __ . __ "' __ _ 
\. .l) J,~eir l>'ri-odma.ne Vie.n.na, l·J02. 
(2) .Louj.s. Ginzbe.re;o '".i!ile Lego.u.ds of' the ,lews11 , vol.iv, ')lJ.ilt3.­
df:)1rhiv, l'j 13. 
( 3) :Ludel Rosenberg., '\~ ··;. n 1 ·;~ ,, ~ ·Fn Wersnw l·J 1'1• 
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books giveh. in the BibliogrF,J.phy. In PArt I, I have used secondary as 

well a E: :primary sources, but confined myself almost completely to 

primary sources in Part II. 
( 

There remains the, grateful ·task of acknowfedging my perso.a­

al indeb·tness to my respe.cted teacher, '.President Doctor Kaufman 

Kohler for suegest;i.ng this subject :t.cl) me, and Habbi Doc·(!or J..ouis 

Grassman .for helping me in com:oiling the Bibliogra1')hYe ree,d my .out­

ililn~ and generally aided me in this work .. Also to all my teachers 

who alwa.ys gil:.s.dJ.y gave me ad.vice and enao.uragement • 
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Types of legends -- Development -~ Mit?;ration 
_ ... Gharaoteris.tios -- Development of lege.ud 
amo.ug the Jewish people -- Elijah legends -­
The problem. 

There are essentially two types o:f legends. There lii1F·tha; 

his·toria.a.l or instructive type which is the creation or compila­

tion of the cultured class, or the leaders o:f a people or an epoch. 

\ 2'hese legends are directed and. intentional, either serve to record 

s.n hi.storical event 11 or t.o teaoh a certain truth which the authors 

deai:re t.o brin~ to the readers a.nd listeners. In antiquity, the 

authora of this type of le~end were the priests. the: lawgivers. 

the p.ro.phe·ts. and the philoapphers .. J~l together a small group. aml 

were it not for ·the fa.o.t that their letr;enda were put down in writ-

' ' 
~- _ .. 

ini• or that they attached them to,or incorporated them with the 

popular le&ends. their influence would have been slight; certain ... 

ly would not extend beyond the time of their creation. 

The o·theli type o:f lea;end is t.he imaginative and p011ular 

legend. Created by the eommo.n pea1ple, ·it is indifferent o:f faet 

and accuracy, careless o:f ori~in and author, :.weutti.tlg~·· of pur­

pose or aim. It is the expression o:f the :fano.y of the people, 

the poetio whim of a folk, ·Transmitted from mouth to mou·tl:il a.nd 

from generation to generation1 it ahangea with the disposition, 

'Philosophy, and imagine.. tion of each group and age. Freely, it is 

compi.ned with other legends coming from an altogether source and 

origin, or is. O:ha.nged to serve a purpose contradictory to its 

essence. In this form it often becomes useless for historical 
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purposes. Ch~raate.rs or events involved can 'be precipitated only 

witll the catalytic: aid of mora known reaords. However$ no.matter 

haw these leg~nds. have changed, or how distantly removed from· 

facts. they always indicate the folk-psychology. record the mental 

lie.pre ssions or exaltations of a people, its woes and hopes, its 

despair and faith. ( l) 

Qften these t·wo types are combined, and the result is 

anat~her mixed type, the his:to.rical-imagina.·tive le~ends. l~ost of 

tha lei?)ends of antiquity are of' this mixed type. In the. Biblical 

legenda we have the former incorporating the latter type. The 

author or c.ompiler has a purpose in view when he relates his le­

gends, but in using folk lore he honorably re·tains the borrowed 

me:terial unchanged .• In the Bli:~·a.h legends under consideration, we 

have the lat·ter ·type fl.clded to the former. Thus folk imo.gina tion 

is e.dded to histo'rical narratives an<l accoun'GE3. r.u these the auth-

ors a.re unscrupulous about sources and facts, Imagination aud de-

sire are the motivating forces. But hera I am anticipating a lat­

er disotission. ( 2) 
( 3) 

The development of legends is· common to all peoples. 

Men everywhere and at all times formulate much the same ideas a­

bou·t certain phemommna, anci at certain occasions. By fact- of loc­

al color, legend. s of d.ifferent peoples are externally diverse. 

·but fundamentally folk thought runs on much the reme lines every ... 

where. (4.} Among the Semites as among the Aryans, similar condi­

·tions of mind produce similar legends and speculation. Originat-

---r:;"T-----~-·--- ---. ---------------11 Gunkel, uElias, Jahve. u. Baal", P• 5. , 
( 2.) Sea Infra ' , l)P.· 69-70 ·, ~ , 
( 3} Lang, ncus·t.om .i.ii1d :Myth." p .. 21 to 23. 
(4} !Jalmer, nsamson Ss.ga.n 1?~ ix 
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in~ at the ahildhoacl. of a .na-bio.n i.n re-membrance of great heroes, 

it:llluat:.rious L aovereigns, ldntf;-remembared wars., or in a solution 

of ine;x.plia~bla phenomena,. ( B)legends gradually change, until 

the.ir entire aharaoter and motif is al tared. Transmi ttea tbo pos­

terity, they gradually lose accuracy and precision, adopt all 

sorts of foreign elements, are augmented by ·the exaggeration of 

the vivid ra-conteur, are grafted upon different stems with vary­

ing growths, until ·their origin is alma st: c:ompletely forgotten. ( 6) 

Like religious myths and fables. folk-legends also have an astonish­

ini faaul ty :for mie;ra tio.n. ( 
7
l Thlllta the Babylonian flood letJ;end is 

c.urrent in lsraeli_te lore, a Je.wish Elijah known among the Mo~-

ede.ns~ ~8) and Slavs. {9) Legends of the Budd~~~~);)~_ies]s ii&i'afted- _) 

in Spaniah and French lore. '·' Stories once told of the Sun-god, 

aa a warrio.r of strength and prowess ar<-7 told of some native hero 
v 

who- seemed to hie -compe:triots endowed with similar gifts. Diogenes' 

c:o:nc.a:t;t;a are aso.ribed to Tarleton. What, the Christians sa.y of· st. 

G.eore;a the Turks a.·ttribu·ta to Cheberley. and many other instanaas 

aan be; stated. ( 11} :IDhus legends floa·t about from one land to an .... 

other "like the dust from the flowers carried away by t;b:e wind tol' · 

different lands produces different colors and shades of flowers, 

according to the na'ture of each field. So legend, though spring­

ing of tha same seed, produces d.i:fferent emo-tions in accordance 

w±t,h the people that foster it, and to whom the grain was brought.'l12) 

Not only is the development of legends similar among all 

peoples, but llillk:ewise the characteristics are similar .. All legends 

~-------------------~---- ·----- -------------~---------------
C.6) Ivlt~~ller • "'Science of Langutil,ge .. " II, :p. 581. 
(d) Kuenen, "The Religion of Israel." I, p. 23. 
( 7) Taylor, 110' rig in of ·the Aryt1ns. n p. 331, 30 6 .. 
( §) Goldz·iher, "liloham(3d. Stuciierl!t,/,vo~l~ ,Jl1, ')?,'.-· . 27~, In.:r.rai. PIJ-\97,:,-()·, 
~ ~). ~<.~ie.rence wi·tlJ. Dr. G.ro:3sman . .'' Could no't o.b~ain ;i't f.t-t:' this I 

· ·) t~me.. ' -

,, 
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of a.ntiquity war~ U$U$.lly attaohad to r1rune® of pla.oas or persona. 

to par~b~es' or s'l1ort poems, to proverbs and national customs.. ( 13} 

If it is a leiand o:f a person, the source of information about that 

oharaciter is indireat. It is roost usualtl;~r obtained from a perroh 

who was told by tlnother person who assooia.ted with the character of 

t.he legend. ( 14) The oharacter always remaini~: in a slightly dis­

pant world. He is n~ve:r describt:~d. his size or form beooma;s appar­

ent a.nly t.hrou:gh iiD:plications. His aotions are never bound by ax­

act references in time except., possibllt, of a ge-nerally descrip­

tive kind, like in the time of the great calamity t or im:pox.·tant' 

evant., "X at wi ·!ih all the remoteness, the cha:ract er is spoken of as 

a livini figure, more or less immediately at hand .. His exploits 

fairls l.'ecerrt and when a c1if'ficu1 t si tua:liion arises, or an in­

soluble problem makes i tsalf felt, th.e miracle worker of ·the leg ... 

end is expected t.o be around e..nd fix things u.p~ ( 15 ) In tha le~ends 

of heroes. divine myths and historical legends e.re often inext~i ..... 
cab,ly blended.. (l

6
) The most attractive subject of popular legends 

are. historical events and personages. but different from history, 

i.t is poatio:al in its presentation~ and ins·tead of tallin~ how 

things aetue.lly happe.ned1 legends are told in a manner s~ a. s ·to 
.. 

cheer, inspire and move. The characters selected by legend are 

usually popular man :from the ordinary walk of life 0 rather tha,n 

kings or lords. (l7) For a long time it is transmitted as oral 

t;radi·t.ion, and o11ly later is. put ·down in writing. It is the: ex­

pre ssiou and property of the community and has many authors. It 

treats only of small events, a story short enough to be related 

------;"'·· ...... ~ ..... ~ ... --------------~-------~-----------------

1 
ii.·) 
12). 
13) 

( 14} 

Bar.Ami, "Ostiu.. West .. " Vol.iv, p. 477. 
Kuenen, n:rb.e Religion of l sra.al .. " I, p. B3. 
~his charac:teristic is more a·bvious in tb.e im­
mediate develorH11en~ of v. legend. 



.. a, .... 
( 18) 

in one c,onver sation.. However, a later generation will collect 

a group of legends of similar content and character,)) unify theJD. in­
( 19) 

to one cycle and present them as e, unit in several scenes. 

Lce~ends express the habits of life • the temper~m.fj.l!lt • 

humor or dullness of the people narra·ting them. They mirror the 

psychology and spiX.:i tual wan·cs and. needs of a peoplat, and reflect 

their che.racter~. occupation~ culture and geography. ( ~) 
In the ~evelopment o' every people there is a period in 

which most of its legends ara created• usually i·t is the; child .... 

hood pe.riod of a people. All later legends B.re in some manner bEts­

ed upon the childhood reminiscences .. 1 t used t;o be til.rra:tionably 

as:sumed that the Jews unlike other peoples. were exempt fr'om the 

weaknes.se s o:f forming mytoos or indulging in legends. To assume 

·this i.s tantamount to assuming ·that the Jewish people was never 

young, never ha,d a primitive state from which lt developed by 

ev:lblut.ion, but. was from the beginning adult, critical, unima.gin ... 
. . ( 21) 

at;ive and historical. But this would be proving a supernatural 
~ 

ori~in of the Jewish people. The "Jewish genius was different in 

kind and in dedree from that of o·cher peoples of the. same era of 

hume.n development • but it worked in an equally human way." ( 22) 

l.ike·every other peoJ;le, it had. a primi tivo s·tage in which it form-
( 23} 

ad 1 t s myths. and legends. Like ave1.·y o·ther J.!eopla it had e. 

-·-·----------------~--·-·------·--------------·---------------

( 15) 

( 16) 
( 17) 

( 18} 
( l9} 

New Rexmblic, ".I: nul Bunyan" July 7, 1920ft See also 
J.-11-rr'" -. Tilr"'d"'r~n·!r -~1 r-l·~··-"'X""'"'S""' <) Al,, . .,.._..,nder I .. ..., t.:i'~- 9 _l),., ..~.: .. \.J ..:;:;; ....,~.,~,1.1.. ,..L,.)~""'L 1)"--::..t.~ v ..,;. ,. ~~1' .t • .(:tt. \7.~-'":..~·. 

of Ru Esitl, p. Paul Bunyan. 
Efleid.erert "Philoso·phy of H.eligion" III • p. 38. 
Those legends ths.'t do dEHl.l with Kings., selec·t ·t.;he 
1)opular ones. who were part and parcel of ·b.ha 11eople. 
E:xe,miJlea in 'the short, unrelated Ge¥is stories. . 
Gunkel; ibid .• p. 6. -- ~rhe unrelated .character of.a 
cycle of leaend.s ca.n be ascertialnad. by the rel"le·tl­
tion of speeches and. mo·liif in -the various parts of a 
com:Qosi te legend. 
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childhood which it outgrew, a period in its early history when 

it delighted in stories of adventure. abundant in exploit of 

superhuman prowess. ~ 24J At the first awakening of its powers 

it was ocaupied with memories of the past, the deeds of heroes 

and the s·tr1,1.ggle for national existence. Theatit began to think, 

ima.gina. and· speaula·te. With no science, or knowledge o:f nature 

it began to find solutions in its imagina·tion, or else borrowed. 
( 25} 

answers. :from 'the peoples among whom they lived or conquered. 

As it deve.lopa.d and grew i·G began to produce its own lore and 

legends; about i·ts own. heroes e.nd events. and. presented them in 

its own :peculiar way .. Folk lore remained a living :force in Israel 

·t.o the present day. The richest period of its lore$ howeverlj wad.,.. 

iates from the time of its national existence. The out-pourings 

of folk lore oharacteriae the most interesting periods of Jewish 

~i.etory. The po.r·t of the Book o:f lU.ngs which is drawn from the 

. folk legends. t.ha.t gathered around the ea>rly Prophets are: most in-
( 2.) 

ta.resting ·to the student of religion and Jewish folk lora. 
6 

It is upon the stories of Elijah, the first of the! great 

Prophets, upon which a great literature o.f legends was built up 

that my effort is directed in the following IJ&ges. My attempt is 

fourfold. Fir~t to obtain a picture of Elijah, as he is painted 

(20} 
( 21) 
( 2.a1 
(23) 

(24} 
( 26} 
(26} 

( 27} 

,---------------~-

lew Republia, ibid. 
l?almer, "Samson Saga. u p. 18 ~ 
Fislt:e, "The Great Epic of Israel". p. 45. 
Goldziher. "Mythology Among Hebre.ws." :XXI. P• 22. 
s·t.einthal. tl 9:!he Legend of Samson. II P• 420. 
Palmer. ibid, l?• viii. 
Kuene.n, ttRelig:l.on of Israel." l, P• 225. 
Peters. 'l:fl4arly Hebrew Story." P• ?..77. 
The Talmudic and Medieval legends practically in­
olude all Elijah legends. For the Biblical legends 
o:f Elijah have alr~ady incorpora·ted Ha~Radio a~- f 
counts of }U.ij ah, ,, l e. ~3 will,.,be. seen in "'e. cou;~.,~ ? . .-· .. 
discussion} • 'l'he Ledieval L~lil}:ah legend.: sre mos li.L.Y 



-lo ... 
( 27) _ by the bou.ndless Hnd ls.v:_~ae-- J.ege.no.s. · secondly to in-

vestie,·ate the his-torical pos sibilites of lnijah' s existence o.nd 

ac·tivities .. Thirdly 'tio offer hypothesis \7hy :nijah lw.r::1 cap'tiva:t­

ed the imagina:tion of the J evvish mind, and esta'bli~3hed himself 

hearQ~ of the bulk of its lore. Pinally to present an apprelfJia;tion 

of the Elijah stories. 

based 01.1 the. legends of the Biblical period. Hence.,, I do 
not feel as going beyond the limits of my thesis -· 'rJUij all 
in Talmudic and Medieval legends."' -· when I speak unqual­
ifyin~ly o:f Elijah legends in the course of the disows:sion. 
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CHAPTER 1 

ELIJAH AS PORTRAYED 
IN BIBLICAL LEGEND. 

The historic si tua;tion that called for Elijah -­
Elijah' a historic personality -- A.oti vi ties. --· 
Champion of Yahweh -- Champion of justica - ... 
Prophet-- Significance of Elijah's activities 
Elffe.ots. 

Dramatio is the sudden appearance of IUija.h in history. 

Unknown and uncalled for he suddenly comes into e:x:istenae. stands 

before Aha.h and announces the fearful. oppressing drought; that ia 

to last fo.r three years- in the land of lsrael.. ~ 1 ~ The his to rio 

situation th$it called for ·this ~r('lat perso.nali ty was the follow-

ing .. 

Tha confederated nomadic tribes of Israel have settled 

in the land of Canaan. After many vicissitudes ~J.nd experiences 

they ra}l:i.;dly and firmly established themselves in the l.nnd, at-

tained t:Jn.e cm.H;ure of their ci vili.~ecl llt::>igh11D:r~s and rivals t un-

"' ti.l their influence is felt through out ·the then inhabited:•world. 

~he first to es;tablish the power and influence of the Empire is 

S.olomo.n. He e:x:tenda• the boundaries o:f the land. east and. west, 

na·rth and south; he intll!oduces a real pala.ae. and an up-to-date 

orianta.l e ourt. He sprea.ds culture and develops industry; he 

orga.ll.izea armies and mtakes alliances. What Solomon does both 

to the North and the South. Omr:l. accomplishes even to a ereater 

de~ree: for the North. now separated from the South. 

-"!-: ------·--------....----.. -----·-·--------......_.~..._..... 
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In the foot steps of these two great monarchs, Ahab 

s:t.arts out. fis career. He me,kes alliances with the powerful peop;l:. es 

of :Mesopotamia. and especially wi-~h the progressive_/ commercial 

Phoenicians. ':ro affect the a.lliances. and friendships he marries a 

princess. from Tyre, and permits her to build a Temple and a Phoe­

nician colony in Samaria. Religiously, Israel than. is still mom­

lat.rio, or at most hanotheistia. Hence this oaauranoe is not oppo s­

ed.. Such things already happened in the rei~n of Solomon. The T.y;... 

ria.n Baal cult· is a private affair, confined to the court. Even 

there Yahwe iG continued .. Ahab calls his children after 'Yahwe { 2) 

and retains. Yahwe pries.·ts and prophets. ( 3) The masses i.re st<ill 

faithful Yahwe-worshippers, and if anything look at the court af-

fS~irs: ·wi:fth suspicion, surely do not aonaidar it treaohery or 
.)4. (,/'-r'{t-~4 ~ 

-·---~1aspham~, A mare l'olitical exigency on the part o:f the ambitious 
-~ ......... - .... ~-····-·~,... 

and progressive monarch. 

But Izabel - the Tyrian princess and favo~ite wife o:f 

Ahab ......... is very ambitious .. Her Temple in i:arna,ria, erected fDr her 

by Ahah to the cl1ief' :Phoenician God, is assuming larger dimens­

ions. ( '1 ) Besides a ],'Ia99eba and an Ashera, ( 5 ) it now haS' a splen-

. did priesthoocl, with lzebel as its rnos·t zealous champion, push­

ing and pressin6 the T.vl~ian cult be.Yorld samari.a into the whole o1 

Israel.. ( 6) This arouses !;he j f)~'tlous~ of the ·:tahwe I'ries~ s and 

:prophets .. They begin to find fault not only wi·th Ahab' s toler­

ation of Baal worship, but wi·th all his political plans ~ts well. 

---------------------...... ---------------------;-
( 2.} 
( 3} 

't;J 
( 6) 

IIJ:haziah, ..Qtllali,~·th~ 
I Kings, XXII • 6 ; II Kings. 
II Kings. x. 18. ff. 
I Kings, XVI, 33 ; II Kings, 
Kittel. "llist. of Reb.",· II, 

x, 11 

III, 2 
PP• 26Z-264. 
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and in their jealousy will not stop at ra·ballion,. even assasina-
( 7} . 

tion. 'll.&.b alarmed.,_ a.ttaml?~~ .. ~~--_!!qu-e:tcrh' the uprisings by 
....... . t_...--U\.,_ 

~t1iraa.tenin& andaetual perseeuti-fl.i of the dissa.tisfied Ja.hweh -
. '8'}' . 

prophets. . But if the position taken by Ahab outra~ed the re ... 

li(;ious feeling of the t.rue worshippers of ,Tahweh., the whole nat­

iant~ s .sense of jus,tiee was outraged by the trumped up charge and 

murder of Naboth in the n~me of law. (
9

) The nationalists and the 

fai th:ful ones, and the older genera tio.tl still reminescent of the 

:freedom of the desert tHld the benefices of the cl.ese:rt-God Jahweh, 

JJlee..rful of the ro,pid ~ain ·in }'10V:er end influence of the foreigners; 

of the encroachment of the Baal worship; of the recurrence of the 

despotic a.o.tions of the court the people begi.n to look :for a hero., 

a revior in this untoward and portentous situation,. The clash is 

on; tv~o cults ara in array; two civili,zations in confl:!.ct; ambi­

tion and sentiment a.ra at swords edge., and the advantage is with 

the organized, Baal followers as against the alarmed but helpless 

'.!OJ Jahwclsts. 

:tlo thi~ signal call Elijah answered. it rmn of grand 

ori~ina.lity,'e.ll 'afire with zeal for hiE~ G·od, am conscious of 

t.he divine power t;o.at works in him. A man of bold religious ideal­

ism and militant patrio·tism. A marvelous man, who pa.rfo,rms marvel­

ous things. Ji. strong comma.ndin@i personality t b enrore whom all bend 

Willingly •. A man o·f strange appearance and primitive dress -· a 

hairy man,. girt about the loins with a mant~~ of skins a.x1CL a lae.ther 

belt, (ll) made from the very ram tha:t served as substitute t'9r.· the 

-----~-----··---~-~---- -------·--------------------------...-~--------- ... ----
( 7) Gankel ''Elias, Jm.hwe u. Baal" J>P.. 49 - 5a. 
(8} Actualiy the I)ersecution of the Jahweh l?rophots 

did never a:ttain the dimensions ascribed in the 
documents of Kings· by the over-jealous prophetmc 
writer. - Kittel, "Hist. of Reb." pp. 264 .. Vol. II • 

(9} Kittel. ibia.,II, )(• .2-).0.ic 
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( 12) saarifiae cof lsaao... A man possessing extraordinary fo roes andl. 

see:ret powers. (J.B) He oan see and hear,. what others can not; like , 
the roaring of the coming rain, he oe,n see hours before others. He 

Etlso possesses the power to affect upon Jahweh- he can stop ani bring 

rain. To his miraculous personality belong also his sudden appearance 

and disa.ppearan.ce, also his short and firey speech. ( 14 ) . . 

Wi·bh unfal taring re::wlu-teness, w itih a zeal and severit.y un-

equaled among ·the heroes of the ;_srt=Ja t Jewish IlUst, he begins a [;rand 

cE.tnll,)~l.ig·n for the re s·to:ca tion of o.J.d Israeli tish belief's, ic1ea1s (.tnd 

babit;s. J~ so.ri of Gi.lee.d,. imbued with ·blle glories of lsrael 1 s pe,st 

when J ahweh alo.ne rmigned. supreme, bhrllled with the traditions of 

·the old. ~;.nd fai-~hful pa:trioiar.ts• ( lo) inspired with ·the desex·t free­

d.om tha·b s liill-.. fJ.ourishedt unchanged in those mountainous ·regions 

he begins e. 'be,clt-t;o-Jahweh movement~ e. d.espex·ate strug(bJ,J3 to lJ.alt 

the dens•tionalizing of ls.t't3,elt' ·to rid them of the usurping forei-gn­

ers. to free his people from the despotic oppression of th.e orierJ.tv.l 

court • and last but not least$> ·to imbue them wiith tu:l ideal - perhaps: 

not yet formule;ted in his QWn mind - the great spiri tua.l and so oial 

idas.l al$41-rly ex:pre ssed by the later prophets. ( 16 ) 

To"~" oust Me.lkarot of Tyre is Elijah's immediate task •. To 

accomplish this he brings draught upon the land, fearlessly adman-

( 10) 

·!i~i 13) 
14) 

( 15) 

-----~------------.....,----·---

The seriousness of this period is seen eve.n better 
in the conditions exi~ing after the struggle between 
Ahab and Elijah, rather than while they flourished. 
lt is seen in the oivil war of Jehu, in tl1e usurpa­
tion of Athaliabt -II, Kings, xi, and the efforts 
of the desoenda.nts of Ahab to denationalize Judaism 
Gunltel, ".illlias,netc." p:p. 33- 34. 
II Kings, I, 8.~:. 
l?irka R. :ill• Ch., XXXI; Yalku t Reub. y., .. , 
Kittel, 11His:t. of Heb.u II, P• 267. 
Duhn., nnie Gottkbeweihten in der Al testimen'bisohen H..e­
ligion." p. 13. 
1 K.j.ngs, XVII t 1 - l1he inhacbi tants o::f Gilead su.:pport 
loyally the sons "f sa.ul. their also :David escapes 
from Absolam. - Vide Infra, lh 61 
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ishes Ahab, d.El'.riclss i.iha Baal worsl.d.I'llor.s in :;•Th.blic nwl f5.lK:JJ .. Jr u1L~./8 

four hatlclred. and fifty Baal prieats with hie own han.ds. ( 17) But 

while hij,dealinga ara only with the Gods of Tyre, his implioati.ona 

are against all foreign cults. (lS) His mood is expressed in th9" 

words, ni am .Tah;weh thy God, thou shalt have no othe::r Gods besides 

me, fo.t Jahweh's name is Jealousy. he is a jealous God.'t (l
9 )Though 

{).imself not· awa,re of the oonsequenoest he is the. fdrerunner of Mono-
( 2Q) t.heism. 

His s.ativi ties do not cea::·,e hera. Elijah is also a oham-
( 21) 

pion of justice. On Mt .. Carmel. he showed himself as the un-

equal champion of Jahweh~ C 22) in the outrage of Naboth '23} he 

stepped forth as ·the. champion of justj.oe, ;friend of the. people ann 
st.aunch OJ):poser of the fo,reign ... so to speak effj.cierrt - ways of 

the up-to-date coux.·t., Tllls is no·!; altogether a new doctrine • J ahweh 

always tl1ught 1 blood-revenge. The blood. of Abel was upon Cain's head. 

But what dema11<1ed. revenQe in private life was believed no·t; to ap1;1y 

·to rulers. so' in the d.ee:th of U r·iah by David, so in the murder of 

J oab by Solomon9 ( 
24

) ~he s~~n:tre of 1/l"OJ.)G r·by by Kin~s also was 

te.ken n s a mali t;c.r of course by the a.ver~1ge orie11·ta1. Here came 

Jnijah wi th•· a new prophetlto in'terpre·ta·bion .... murcler is 1nurd.er and 
( 26) 

injust:ioe is injustice be it pnrforraed. by King or slave. 

--~-----------....-,_,. _______ .. ___ .. _______ ,.._,. ___ 
._ .. _. -----~ 

16) 
17) 

}~j 
2.<L} 

( 20) 
( 22) 
( 23} 
( 24) 
( 25) 
( 26) 

Cornill,. "OJ) en G.our·t." IX, :C'P• t.hk()4 .... 5. 
I Kings. XVIII. 
Gunkel,. "Elis.si etc .. " p .. 52$ 
.Ex. X.."t;XXXIV, 4; cf. I Kings, XVIII, 2L 
G-oldziher; "If.ytholog;; Among t1:'.1e Hebrews." p. 3m6 
Gunkel, Ibid. p. 54. 
I K:tnt)S, XVI II. 
I Kings, XXL. 
II Samuel. XI ~nd XII. 
GlU'lkel, Ibicl, Ih 61· 
Gunken, Ibid, 1:. 6·3-64 -- This idea is portrayed in 
the he.ggadic deBc:ri~tion of Elij uh 1' s zealousnesf:3 for 
~anwah •. ~l~j·h accuses Isra~l before God, to an ex­
tent tha~ Crod must remove hlm and put Jilli&thCA. in his 
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:Rri.marily then, IUijah comes to the fore &s a patriot and 

defender of his oWJ:J. r)eople ggainst the tyranny of its rulers and the 

on-slau~h t\ a.f. foreign :i..ufluences 11 Bu·t in his struggle for J ahvwll and 
I 

Justice, the ti·tanti.o personality of Elijah tra.nscends even his own 

peo:ple, and rises to .t?ror)hetio heights .. For if I::;rael will not carry 

tlle spot.le ss banner of J'ahweh 1 he will call upon the tJil:roa·tening 

iil.rmies of Damascus; with his own hands he will annoint Hazael ... 

Israel's greatest enemy. Israel may perish, but Jahweh and J'ustice 

must be victorious •. ( 26 ) 

With' this a new epoch is begun in ·the religious his·cory 

of Israel, and Elijfi.h stands ou;!l as the.; first prophe·t on a grand 
I 

sce.le. The first prophet in a truly Isra.eli·tic sense 9 differing· 

from the later prophets only in that his efficacy was entirely 

per oonal 11 leaving nothing written. '27) 

Perhaps,. Elijah and those with him who stood. up against 
LA.. A v (/ / '. ,(./'_( __ ,I ' { 

. the ac.tions of Ahab we~-e:_~~Jlo-t aware"" Of· "the far reaching influence 

of their actions; that the opposition to the ~yrian Baal will soon 

be -~urned in·to opposition against ~lll Baalim am. fmreign cult 1 am 

au&mina:te in not less than mono·theism .• tha.t the cry for ·justice lflor 

the pat:.r.•ioian, will result in the r)rophetio proclamation of universal 

social justice. ( 28 ) Still roga.rded in the light of history, IUijah 

stands at· the hea.d of a group of zea.1o·dl1Sl for Jahweh who preserved 

Isra.el. a.uc1 founded spiri tu.al ,Tuda,isrn. ( 29
) 

It is therefore not surpris:i.ng that Elijah became the ob­

j eot of admira·tion o•f la tar genera:tions, that. hie image was sketch­

ed wi -~h much that is ·tremendous and sup(~rhuma.n, that his person was 

..__~ ........... i ,. ..... ---...-.--~--·-- ·------------~----._......._ ... ~ ...... ~ ....... 

( )
:plHoe ... l"'1.rka R .. :mi. Ch. XXIX; Tann.a d. Jnl. Zuta, VIII. 

2.7 Gor.hil~, ''ffOr)en1Gourt:'' l.X, P• 44:64 - 5 •. 
(as) J!'iska. 'tUpl~now~ Homer of Heb~ -:::. Assumes that Elijah was 

aohsaious of his. prophErtio mission. So much so that he 
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( 3\.1) 
e.dor.ned with garlands of legends and tradi tionj,. · that Haggadah 

o.onneoted up his life with every significant national event, ( 3l) 

or high ~ltrtue, (a-£) that of all heroes of Israel 1 s·childhoodt he 

nas· penetrated the Jewish soul, feeling and imagination and until 

the present day is tthe favorite theme of Je·wish lore. (33) 

-·---._..-,....---. ~ -------------""' __________ .., .. ___ -
coJ.le~ted the Xahwist code for that purpose, of which 

. Elijah was the author. (pp. 37-38.) 

!
29{Kit·t~l, ttlli~t .. of Uat'Jl1CW~_o" I)r 265. 
30iUornl11. "IJ~pen Court .. " IX, p. 4466. 
31}1Iaggadah connects up Elijah's person and activity with ·bher. 

·trials o.f Israel in the wilderness, withe ·the critiaal in-
cident of· l?hinea.s, the patrio·tic vow of Japhta, the.: deci­
s.iva· leadership of Gideon., and many other instances which 
will be traat;ed. later. Vide Infra. P• 108 

{ 32} Elijah represents piety., ho.spi tali ty • learning, etc. Vida In:frq. 
p.7?i'f .. 

( 33} .Bar Ami, "Oat und We st .. n IV, P• 47 5. 
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C H J,. :? ~ E. H II 

ELIJAH AS l?OHT11AYED 
IN Tlli.DPttiON. 

~radi·cione.l additions to Elijah's biography -­
The ira•t Deliverer -- Elijah laiends an ex­
pression of folk-psycholog~ -- Elijah compared 
to Moses -- A popular hero -- Elijah in litur­

·gy and ritual --- In Christian literature -- In 
~ohammedan literature ~- In other literatures 
--· T'he problem. 

~!he E.lijah of ·the jible makes up only a small part of the 
' 

per·sonalit.y/of Elijah as he comes llown to us. There, only a com-
/ 

ponent part of his activities is recorded - a significant part to 

be sure - but a small part indeed. laps~ng only over a short stretch 

of time of Elijah's career, which began with creation(l} and will 

end wit.h close of t,P.e .b.ist>or.v of the human race. ( 2) ~:11ese g~J.ps le-
e, 

5end has gaixrfull" ancl lavishl_y~ filled out .• i_~.o ·t;.hese sup:plementiar., 

details t:t.ud o··~her fac·bs aboult El.ija.h l shall devote ·this chapter. 

If Elijah is o l.1.ero of greet diXl'!ensions, then in ju~;r'cic$~ 

ij.o the sense of .J evvish aristocrac_y lU:Ljah must descend f:t:•om an 

aristocratic s tam .. Hence tra.di t;ion mal~:es l~lijah a. c..lescend.ant; of 

dachal or Leahr or to the still more aristocratic tradition, a 

priest of the tribe of Levi .. ( 3} He has more than one name. In full 

he isonn.,-·.l::L •-,,:),,~~~y. ,il'\Jl~~'- the significance is apocolyp­

tic: when G:oq,, because of the sinfulneila of men, will desire to . . 

destroy the world with a great storm w~ "J , then Elijah i1 ·SK 

Will recall to the Almighty ~-, ::::> r the merits of the FQrthers and 

~ ---·------------=----------------------........ --
( ~) T.'he origin of I~lijah is taken up later in detail. Vide 

~.n.fra p. 
( ili)Yrd_::;., .fteub .. ...n "IV "4, ~ IJR 'Jb; Ha-l'arueB r).162 
~~ G)yf:tlko .IJ.odosh 5tia ec1 Hadawil. Ville infra, rrf.Iesuin,nic 

~hmes 11 C.ll .. I, P.arli IJ:. 
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' other righteous men of Ir:;rael , ple~iding to have r:erc;y an,.., .. 'l:t 

~ron his children.( 4 ) ~he prophetic training Elijah re­

ceived from Ahijah (5}of whom he was a faithful disciple •. ( 6 ) ln 

the tin~"othab l1e was cal.led ur,on to cleanse 1 srael from Baal 

worship. ~he miracles E.lijah performed ·chen are .numerous ~:u1d mtu·-

velous. He brin&;s drought ur;on the land, but he himself is sup-
\ 

plied .• :f;:irst b;y God-seut ravens ~:tnd later 'b;y the p:l)ous. wid.owpf 

Zarephe:l:ih·, ( 7) whose entire food SUJ:lply is a handful of meal and 

a little o11 1 but which with Elijah's blessing is never spant.(S) 

When the widow's son suddnely dies. Elijs.h revives him. ( 9) l!1 or 

this child i_,<:'! not; an ordinary child, he is no other than J1''\U'f.) 

,o·p ):l..(lo) who since revived and hidden away alive by lUijah 

will live on until ~assiania days, to appear again before n,wn 

~,,, J:S,. to fig·ht and die in the wars of Gog arid. r:::og·og. ( ll) The 

temporary death was only the fulfillmentof -~he decree of death 

UJ·OD Adam .. ( 12) 

On 11ou.nt Carmel the wonders are even e;rester .. One of the 

twain bu.llocke(l3) chosen to be sacrificed to Baal refuses to go 

up upon the altar and the efforts of many strong men are of no a-

vail, and tinall,y in human tongue compla.ined of l1is fo,te to be of-

fared to ..~:~aal w.nile .t.J.is I.JJ:'OGner to ~·ad. unl;,y after· ~lijah explains .. _________________ . ___ .... ___ __.....__ ______ , _____________ _ 
( ' ' ~ ''" < \ 5) 
~ < ' \ u I 

(?) 
( u) 
(9) 

Ta.nclm.m~ Y. U1..t\ ... ..) 

} .. ~in0 r3, XI • .29 . . . 
.talKut 011 I .t:..J.J:.gr::, );.VII, 1 
l .L.i.nJ, s, XVI I • 6. ; Grwkel, 
1 i)iu vv. J-·16. 

; I:.hirs. sl.1. .Jun.. Vlll. 
11 bliz;D e liu. 11 p. 10. vide l.ilJX'E;. · 

. (I'. 
Ailo·t.iJ8i.' ljrPClition hr:f.' 
vte.s .J onnh. - J' irke 11. 

L:; t;.li.n~~ tl1e ~3l:d.J..d :r.evj_voc1 i);; :tni~ell 
.ra. XXXIII, rJ.i30 1Gr. 3uccn. lJGt.S• of 

ch. V. 
( 10 ' 1 " ' '"VI ·~ 1 "' ,.. l I ~.~ll.L@; s' J\, l. t I-;;;,;!:. 
( 11) "\O,., l::l. n'W'f.> j_f:J P c.reP ~ion o:C !:;.i.i.O tra<litionE! o:L' ~.iw .i.;or't;h 

o.s Dgainsii IJJ.J.e Southern .,,..,, l-3 n'Vl'f.l • i.s.ter t.uG or:l.c:;in 
VJS.s forgot·ten and. the tvvo were ClJ;mb:Lned. buJG since there 
e~n be onl~ one King when thG t:essianic Efit'.~: will be? ushered 
in, legend kills Messiah ben Joseph before Messiah ben 
JJfWicl appenrs 9 - Jrriedman't)'") l~·S~ "~"1 ~'l..n intra. r.20. 
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him that ·with the offering to Baal, Yahweh will vindicate his 

cause that the bullock agrees to be sacrificed to ~aa1,14) In 

order to bring out the folly and.futilit;y of the prayers of the 
' 

I Baal priests. w~ile they frantically cried to Baal the entire world 
' 

was putr into a state of silence, such as it was in when the universe 

was waste and void.(lb) 2o give sufficient time for a fair trial 

1Hijah made ·bhe su,:J. stt;tnd still.(:i.G) Fina.lly when Elijah was to 

show the rea1i t.Y of Yahweh's fire,· wa.:ter came forth fror:J t.he fin-

gers of E.lijah to soa1t taw altar and fill the trench round about it,( 17 ) 

Again in Beer-~1eba he is nourished b~ an angel. and on 

Mt. Horeb Gad appears to him in a cave.{le} With his m~ntlo Elijah 
/ 

h.Yp~otizas'Elisha to 
-~-\ 

fors~ike his daily purS1.li ts and join the ranks 

of th~ prophets.(lg) With this same mantle he crosses the Jord~::Ul. ( 20) 

IHnally when .J:Jije.h' s work in 'the time of Ahab WfU.'l finishe.d he most 

miraculou.sly goes nr to he~1ven ir1 a fiery clw.rioii, ( 21 ) and in spite 

of the remonstrAnCEH1 of the· Sntan, ( 22 ) body and soul ( 23 ) he is 

brought into the glorious spheres of paradise.(24) in heaven his 

duties are numerous, he iB d.efending Israel 1:1t Bll occasions, he is 

praising the pious, keeps records of all good deeds, leads the de-

----( 12) Elyahu u;;-~~·xvrrr.:--~:P-:-§':•r.:;;u-ed. -l!'rieama:u:-------:-
(13) Hum •. H. ~\.Aili, a.nd I'es1)f:ta R., sect. u/1\/)'<~ w1w 

(1i;;~:) !-adrash ~anchuma Sll., Bubar, IV, p .. l65 
(151 Ex. R. XXIX end. . 
(16} HaJ~adot Bereshit 76 
( 11) ~anna d. Eli,yahu H. XVII. 
(1U) 1 .Lin6s, XIX, 1-18. 
( 19} I bid. vv. 19--2.1. 11 

( 20) 11 KingB, II, d. ;·j 

(21) Ibid versa 11. I 
( 22) I.Tidrash Ru·th, 5j 7 74. 
(23) About the middle of the 2nd century c •. l., ~hen the 

, notion of hetwen wes abused b.; the Christians theolo­
. JiDns, tradition be6an to insist that Elijah never 

entered heaven. - cf.. Succe, 5a; Re:!iner on Seder OJ.a.m 
R. XVIII. 

(24) Moad Kata.n 28a. 
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serving so.uls to ·their seats in J?arudise, brings out the purged 

souls from Gehannat weaves garlands to God from the ascending pray-
\ 

ers. mini.stars upon ·t.he Patd.arohs 1 sacrifices tho daily peace-

offering~ guards ·the relics of the ~ample, and. many other dut.ias.( 25 ) 

But Jlijah's ascension to Heaven does not saver him from 

the munda.ne world. For I~liJah never died,(§~) ho was only '"'.;rans-

la'ted', a:nd now ap1Jears lll'lOn the earth in the form of an a.ngel, qut 
( 27) 

more commonly in human form, whenever neeclecl.. ~.rhus to Blijah' s ~· 
\') 

name the er)itJlGt or il!l")'.:l~ ?"'""'!:: '""':>t , a phrase ospe- ( 

.Eilijah, whic}h only after the ond of the \\i / cially coined for the living . 1 
3rd centur;y 'c. l~. became t; o be used to dead. wortihJ-· teachers of the 

Law .. l2t>) 

~lijah's missions and activities~ iu his appearances a~ter 

his '~ranslation', will be treated saperatel~ and in detail in Part 

Re e.r1paars to enligh·~en Hnd to instruct;, to J.1.elp the cli.stressed. to 
q 

protect the innocen·c fi.l::l<l the :pious. to e.llevia·te rJovert;;~, to comfor~ 

S·nd heal, ·to save and w,&..t'.tr.JI., to advise 0.nu guide, ·to e.c\monish t;.m1 t;o , ... 

bless. He visi t;s the home, waocches every male c:i1il.d ent(n·ing, into 

the J ewis.h covenant;, rejoices a>t weddin3s, and. interferes in mes~al.­

liances and whenever and wherever help 1:::1 .neecled .• 

Bht Elijah's grandest appearance, after which he shall re-

------·----·-..-------------------------------------,_.,;_ ____ _ 
(25}The above is treated in detail in Part II. 
( 26) Baba Kama 60b. 
( 2.7} Yalkut Reub. ed. Amstredam p. 9b ;. o "'"" ':) "':\ p.. 16 2. - The 

idea of Elijah's reappearance is not generally accepted .. 
. Some traditions hold that after Elijah'sutranslation" he 
. a:o:peared again to Ahaziah on t.he seG.Q.hld..Ye.ar. of h~ij reign 
S~nce he was hidden and will reappea~a~o announce 
t.he coming of messiah, then disapr)ear,....again for all times 

at the wars of Gog and Mogog, - Seder Olam XVII. 
( 2.8} Kohen, nl,:onatschrift n, XII, p249. 
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main on ea~~h for the rest of time will be when ~assiah is ~o come. 

It ·is .Ea~.jah who will announce his coming, make all necessary ar­

rana;er~ents, ( 28 ) and fin/ally and his great career b~ killing sa-
l2-..l \ . 

mael, 1 ~:t ·~he behest of God e destroy all evil from the world. ( W) 

'.2hus ·the person of 1Uijah becomes bound UJ! with every :phase 

and age of Jewish life. The first great Dro:phet, a.nnounc:ln3 the ·tnrth 

of Yahweh a,nd justice, fighting for the solidarit,y of' ll3rael ... 'and its 

religious purity, and carry it through its most critical periods • 

.Baijah becomes the propha·t and hel.per in ~tll calamities thv.t befall 
·\'· 

the Jew .. In the oppression of Rome, in the persemrtion of Germany, in 

the pogroms of J.'tussia and H.oum£tnia Eli,jah is always on hsnd. to pro­

tect and help the Jew.f3!) ~he first deliverer of Israel from the 

intrusion of foreigh worship and dominion, Elijah becomes the great 

~~1~of Israel.( 32 ) Not only will he protect Israel through its long 

e..nd pain:ful period of exile, bu:e he will bring down the real deli-

veranae, ~lijah will herald in the ~essianic a~e, usher in the lon~-

waited-far n·w~ after wnich Israel will live in peace and respite 

With th.Ls ~Hija.h becom.es t;he expression, expec·bation v.nd ~;.c_~ 

hope, faith and optimism of the Jewish aonsciousness,(33) and the ·,C. t· ~: 

darker the outlook, the greater ii.ho need for a. deliverer, ·the more in­

tense the Messianic hope, the more numerous and lavishing are the 

legends of .Erijah. ( 34} 

---------------------·--~----------------------·---------

( 28) 
( 29} 
( 30} 
( 31} 
( 32} 

( 3ti) 
( 34) 

Vide infra p. 86-92 • .f1rtrt. 11, "l,iessianic ~)tories 11 • 
Yalk~ Hadosh r· 5Ba eJ. daJawil. · 
Yalkut $adash ed.Rodawil 5Ba 
Bar. i'.mi, 110st u, rlest 11 voJ. IV, l'• tl'fi1 
Sanh. 99a - Already i~ I;;a.lachai' s. days :Ell~:i tlh is. con- , C). 

nected up with the dell veran(.H~ of I srr:t.el. T"~la.cluu II I, 2.?• 
Jew. ·.Encycl .. V. p.l22, col. 1. .., . , , . ·"' 
'J:hus i.n the times of Johanan ben wachru, when I,,essia.h wao 
expected, Jewish lore lJVas most prolluct ive in I!aij~~h. . , . 
legHnd.s. - ~~H) ~!:J) /il"~)o( "'ll'\ Int:co. r.21, ,.•rJ.ednwn. 
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.· But• evan more, the individual that will x•edeem Israel_ 

mtt.a-t e.lso .represent its idea,l. Hence all virtues and aspirations 

of t.he Jew are i.ncorpora.·ted into the character of ',Elijah. The 

entire folk'4"psychology, its weal and woe, the emotions and sen­

timents of its soul are mirrored in the portrayal of Elijah.(35) 

Israel's persistence an.d zealousness for the God of i·ts 

anoes·t;,ors i~ strongly expressed in the numerous legends telling· of 

Elijah's hyper!9alousness ~or Yahweh, ( 36 ) and. in his unbendine; 

rigidity for !the faithless. ;"17:7 )"l"'"? 1';1~~~ is the way the 1£&.1-

mud discribes him under such circnmste.nce.s. ( 37 ) Jewish sol.idari·~.Y i; 

·is implied . .in Elijah's strong mJ.tiona.J. sense, in his arnJearunce 

t t .. . l . . . 0 ( 38 ) . 1 . , 1 t hi f' . d 1 a . every na J.O{J.a . Cl.J.SJ.o, 1.n us ooy w ·~.~ n;s an un ·rJ.en · y 

non-Jew, and in his rebuking those who gave up co-religionists 

·~o t.he ... 1oman government. ( 39) Loral:lty s.nd uprightness is very 

prominent in t;he '1almudic J.Uijah legends of the second and ·third 

c.e.nturfes c .:ill~\ ( '10 ) reverence and salf-abnega:tion in -~;he early 

mystic ancl Hassidic stor:Les.l41) All Talmudic stories are chucked 

full with the l.ove for the Torah. ( 42) Sympathy and deference for ~-

:poverty is common in all ancient cultures, but. ·the dealings with '· 

the poor in Elijah stories bring out the real Jewish love and be­

. nevolenae for the unfortu11a:te. ( i~3) There is he.r{lly a legend of 

Elijah ·tha·t d~iHlS n~t deal wi tb. hoapH;ali ty and friendliness~ ( 44) 

1.i!he motif of \'fai·th and hope, cheerfulness and optimism so pro -

minent in the Elijah stories of all genero.tions is certainly ex­

pressive of the Jewish mind and thought.( 45 ) 

-------=----------.. ----·---..--·-~---------------
'l:'he same c:an be .observed in ot.her periods 
Messianic expectations are intense. 
Bar Ami, '1 ost u. Westn, p .. ~:b76. 
V:Ld'e infra p. 121 
sa:nh. 113a 
Vide supra p~7, note 31 

when the 



~a in~rorf.;ent o.;;.d s:i.;.nifice.n:t :uJ tiLe charPc:ter a:£.' EJ.ijeh 

in Jewj.sll lore that he is CO!lliJared to no 1er=:s Hit inuividua.1 of Jew-

ish his to~;;Y a.nd trEtd it ion than 1.:.o se s- the founder of the ~r·sv:ish 

people. ·A~~eady Ualachi spePks in one breath of the Torah re~reson-
.. ( 46) 

tine; .r::o se fl ~Lncl the ;):r.ophet .cAJ.ij ah. l3u t rr:o st elabora·te com:c;:;: rision 
I t;t:'7) , \ 

is the Hagge,dah. \ Both are ca.JJ.ec1 r;:,•':'J':lvo";w \IJ'~ • (.4<J 1 Both went 

ur to .heBven. r.:oses killed the sinful £.rg;yrltian, IHijah (;ov.sed t.c;e 

de~th of the disobedient Hiel.(49) ~osas was nourisheJ bJ a woman~ 

the daughter of ~r ethro, Elijah by the widow of ZnreJ?hO.th. r.:oses 

fled from J'hare.oh, JHijah from A:b.ah. roses fled to H well in r'idian,, 

Elijah 'co ~)· v;ell in Beer-Shebfl, ... ( 50 ) I'Ioses was enveloped j_n a cloud 

so was Elija.Q.. I.'oseB clwnz;ed the natural lnw with praJier in the in-

cident of Korac~ • Elijah through prayer brouz;ht draaz;ht. for three 

~tears. IJ:or3e s tF'-tJ:cered 1 srf) el on l\~t. Sinai, JGi;j ~.1h on J<It. Ca.rmel .. 

-Moses killed those ~ho served the Golden Calf, Eli~an killed the 
' .~. /) \ 

;Baal·prorlle~'s;o-' 1\.,oses me~ a.tl 8ni~el of Go<:t in tl1e Sinaitic d(:)Sar·t, 

Elija.h· was met b,y ~111 fn1gel in the d,)?sert of Dt?,xnascus. ( bl) l1;.c1ses 

went for fort,y days and nights without food, so did Elijah. (52) 

----------~.._, __ _........ ____ . ____ ...... -----------~--.. ·--------·----_.. .... _ 
(3~) Vide infra p. 120-1, incident of Ula. 
(40) Vid_e inf::a nJHijah SevercC1 wili11 his Priendsn,. PV• i2C-l 
{ 41} Yall-c. ~lhun., .Llu·!Jh, sect. 601 + l'ool (also Pl'• 102-4 
(42) :i:.ll1e man.;y stories of :;:J..i,jah' D :ccvelat:i.o.ns t"o t.!1e Eabbis,) 
(43) .D ... .Batl1rn ?b. ~m1l1 .Llis visits to Llw 
( 44} c.L. lHss.im, "Hibbur :(ai:'fe};11 ([lCH<leni8r~ 8.'.:'8 Cfi()E) in ·. oi 
(45) .~aranith 22a ~ 
(46) Malachi III, 22-2&- Undoubtedly the close relation of the 

two in traditionis a.n expl•es?ion of the com:rromise between 
sacerdotalism and spirituality of the Jewish re~igion 
as affedted by the later prophets. -Goldzih$r, "Myth. 
among Heb.n pp. 271-2 

( ~7}. P.e ~,i~~H, Ha~~si ,;-:> ,ch .. l V.c sect;.. ' i', ':> <r, n ~ ,) 
(~;~;.8} 1 .. o~ ... ln.ss. Xli, s .. ·l 
( 49} r bid., ~;.vr. i.l•1 

t ~~l ~~ii~~g·s ,1 :~~x1,· i~~~~~ 'ci~L~,er~·e 15 
(52) l'bld, verse ·e 

.. 
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~osas stopped the sun, so did Elijah.(53) ~osas embued the ~ewish 

people \'l'it-iJ faithfu.lnes;~ ·t;o God when they ss.:Ld: )1-r..\tl)l 1\W~u, Blijah 

me.de them sa.y~_ tt"i\C,~l" Kl~ "' • (54) :M.osas construc,ted the 15ishke.n 

to offer sacr.lfic.es., Elijah erected an altar on I.~t .. Carmel when··. he 

sacrificed to God. Moses brought down fire from heaven upon the 

I.:i.sl1kan, so did :J~lijah 011 the sacrifice of r.:t. Ct:Armel. 1,:oses made 

an altar of twelve stones, so did Elijah. ~oses crossed the Red-Sea 
8tlso r,orformed 

vvith his staff~ a miracle b;y his disci}!le J oslme. over the Jord~>.n, 

Elijah crossed the Jordan with his mantle, which was also performed b 
I 

b;y hi(:; discil'Jle :mlisha .. (55) roses sar.v God face to face in a cavel(56) 

d 'd '•'1' ,•, h (fJ 7) ]•~ n d ·1• ' ~ I 1 so l. 1:. lJa.. ..ose,o e .. J.verer,~, srae from Eg;ypt, Elijah.will 

deliver them from bhe last e~ile.( 5B) 
~he extent ~o which illlijah has entrenched himself in the 

consaious~ass of the Jewish 11eople ce.n easil;y be ;ju<l.geCl frQ.,m t.tH~ 

great legendary literature that the fantasy of the J~wish mind has 

wa~;wed a'bo1;rt, his parson and ::r~ill continues to create new missions . ,_ 

for him., paint him in new colors and adorn him vd th new mirr.:~,cles. ( 59
) 

But his :popularity can be noticecl in more than one way. The termino .... 

logy, the simple desires and rewards,( 6
0) Expressed in the greater 

number of leg~nds is ind.ice.tive the.t the legon(is roached the masGOS 

!53) ~~ .adot Bareshit 76 
54)_• l ltings ,XVIII verse 39 
55] llKin~s, II, 8, 12 ff. 

(56} Ji.:x.. XXXIllt 21-22; I Kings, iUX, 0-9. 
(57] I Kings, XIX, 8-9. 
(r:JBJ 2anh .. 99a; '1a.nnH d. l~liyahu ,~uttl-, VIII. - In I.:ohHmr"edo,n 

legend.s also, r.:oses is often corrtrared nwl rs.r:alleled witb 
-:-'1' • 1 ·;\ITT , ) ·t· TI''J'll' ~·' (' 4 en' II " 

1 
!IT··-''·'. !1 . ..-.. lJEl l. - .lJ neroe _o I' D .J lOtdlo .r.~. [j,. ' t),Y.''tio 'J;d.i.l\.U' 

and "l:oussa.n; Koran, Sure. 10; ··\l.n~~, "Gotitesd.", vol. 1 
lh• li-50, notE~ d ... 

( 09) .dar l: .. m:i., nnstj u. WeRt vo1J.V p.L_:t;'/6., 
( 60) 1.~an.r of tho ~3t;or:les clee.l wit~1 l>rin.;int,; money to tl1e needy, 

the pious are rewarded with mone;y and prosperity, the 
poor are given lucky coins which l)rine; wealth, Elijah 
builds walls and hou.Ges, hrings food at weddings, etc. -
sim111e material expressions of the masses. 



and bea~a.m.a r,ax·t o:E 'ttlu:.nn, who tran.smi ttod 1Ahem to poHtari ty in their 

:.; 
own langttage, .jt.u'igec.l them b;.v their atand.ards and nd.opted them to ! .-_ .. 

·J their needs. Anothnr ~roof of the popularity of the Elijah le~anda. 

aominc1 j~rorn_ sn OPJH')ai·t;a angle, is the r;r.esance of' Ii:lijah :tn the J.i ... 

turgy ana."rii;.ua.J..,(6l) ~~hun glijHh is Men.tioned j.n the p:r:·a.yers of 

. .;,·. 

~) . 

( . , 

'0·;,''d~? ,, (62) . . (6'~) f f ~ 0 '. 
9 

in !jhA bc-u1.edietio.ns of ·tihe Eafturah, '· i.n g:r.e~co 

after masls,( 64} in the Benedictions for the ~s~ n·,3,(65)1n the 

2ab'bath .night .h.Ym.n.a, ( 66} and ir.t. t;he f:!.ede:r. ritual .. ( 67 ) • 

to tr.to Jewish t;r.ad1tj,o.n. it migrated. to the lmre of other peoples, 

amorJ.g whom .t!J.ay hold a rJromi.tJ.e.n.t pJ.aoe p even. lon~ after a.J.l the ;g,oa­

la tiona of ~!J.osa J;leoples wi i;h. the tJ ews were eevared. ( 68) F:apeoiall¢Y 

[Jromine:nt is JU.ije.h :tn Chr:l.stj.a.n. t.rad.ition, In the l:Iew Taertament ha 

is k.nOWX.ltS.S the pl1 6Cm.rsor of ]J:esaiah 0 !J:t'leae.ntod in the p!:U'BO!l. Of 

J eSUEh ( 69} .But whiJ.o Gh;r.i.st;:i.an legend gets its suggestions :from the 

Hagge.duh i 1F
1 
is d.i:ffe:rl3.nt. and of·ten oo.ntradiotory to th.e orii)inal, 

and a.t tima.e. tr;i.vas de1iH,iln al·together not. k.now.n to ~J ewiah legend .• { 70
) 

~~he Cathol:J.o ohu.:r.oh has aaintetl J.!.ilije.h. and. on the tlay of hie ~inni ... 

'\Hlrsa:r.·y. whiclh :l.s u.lso lllllpposed t n be ·~he da~y o:f: Iniajh.' s 11 trans 

l.ation" he performs mi:r.aGles avon ·to 'tlw preeent day, ( 71 ) 2~he 

..... -·--·--·---------·---....... -"' .. .,.... ____ <"4\_ ... _.,. _____ ,~.._---....... - .......... - • ...:..--_,.. ... ~ ... ,.--.... .,..,------1-----
(61) Involved mostly in .connection with tho Maasiania hone. 

Kohen. ''J.~ona·tschd.:rt" .XJ I, p. 291. 
(62) *' . 

( 63) _,,~ .11L:l>P.:J..1, 1-r;~~ 'T\'.::J.Ji1 '"'~~..:3. n•"S<n •,., ':ln~\U 
'1:.n ltP'Vn 

(6;,b) .:&\\0~ "1::>1 '1-~:3)7\ '"'Sill ~~ P~ n~~oa.P "'l'il' )'{)rYYi"\ 

..J\\'t')TI)) J\\)ltYJ' .J\1:3t0 ..l'lJ""lllU-4 u~ ,cv~·l 
( 65} \V,hen ahi.lcl is placed on t11e t111jah chair, t v:tde infra 

,P• ) . it is aaid:l"r')"'J•, ,.::J)<.b~ ..,,=>, '"''c.,~ ~"' ~o..,:)a 7'Jt 
: 1"S-p lj')'S'A, ".J"\'CQ}I }'S'I~~-{)t 'il 1""~1&.u·~ ".l'n:lUJ 1

1
;, ~'>(' 

y·>~S l~UJ i\)i\ .. J'P'1.Ji' .. Elijah ili also i.n.voked in 
a prayer for siak children: t,'f>')..;li) '1il ~ '"~~~s ..n·~}l-(.1)..') \.)>t' 
h, +e... 'l't-o"\""Y' ;t"""\loli» 10) "¥-'1'.:»1'111 'h) ~!!>., Y'l ';)"' 

l6&) Hymns ""u~ o1· .,'1\~ln~; "':J.\V,J:t.'i" 'i'P~~ and others includ­
ed in the :?abbath night Zmito-tJ:l. 

:C '6,1) )There is the IUije,h Cup. whi.oh is filled when the third 

I '!: 
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Cermali·ka monks long oharishad the belief that their order oould 

be tra.aad baok in unbroken suecaaaion t.o Elijah, whom they hailecl 

as their :foundar .. C7z) But while the Christian Elijah prophesies, 

performs miraales and ia eternal~ different :from the Elijah of 

Jawish."lagendl he is cold and devoid of any feeling, a.ntirel~· lack­

ing romanc.e an(l usefulness· .. ( 731' 

Alt>ogathor different. is t·.he l~.lij ah of !;!aho.m~edan li·tera­

tu:re:, where he is :portrayed full of fantasy and ma.gnet,ism •. Follow-

ing closely in t.he ou·tline of Haggadic description he becomes more 

m,yst,erioua. and assrt'mes nature alement.a as he ia entwine.d in the · 

cha.rac·t~er of Khidr - a. na·ture rny-t,h of t;h.e god of aver-green - :from . ..,~ 

devolves. the aom:poai·ta oha.ra.c.tar and nama Khidr-Illis. ( 7'*) This 
I 

name ia to the present; day attaehed to the saa.t"ed Grove of .&up.h­

ratEHat Wllere all life is, aaored. ( 7 b) 
tlo;:;;, ... ewole 

~he Moslem Druaes of to-day at El-Muhroke, (the spot on 

Mt. Carrnel wher·e ElijQh offered up the ooorifice to 'Yahweh) to 

hold a ];es.tival ,and of:fa.r saorifioas in honor of Elijah. No Druse 

would. d.sre break an oath made in the name of ElijahJ 76) Elijah 

is also known in Ma~iar (77) and in slavio lore.(tla) 
~ "' '? 

., --. 
- - !O :::A----·-~---"'"""'---"0!--------------"--------------"""---·-

, t ~~~ 
( 10) 

( 71) 

aup. i1 '3 1>":\ ~w ~'~ is re.:filled. symbolia of the belief 
of ·t-he a:oming of Messiah whiah will be a.nnouno:ad by 
Elijah. - 0"')\V'-J') '"'t,";\n p .. 18 ... At; l.J)"t)n l'"t~\11 the door is 
usua-lly opened, and it is explained by tradition. for . 
the purpose of reaeiving Elijah who is always wandering 
B~bout paying visits to t.he pOioua and obse:rvant .. It is 
doubtful whe;N;her this is the real reason for opening the 
door at } ..J"l'i'lll l 15LIJJ Most. likely wa-s originated in pra­
aautions taken against a rio·t. or pog:rom which used to 
break out so often on P'assover, as a result of t.he blood­
aec:usations. - The latter the opinion of Dr .. Deutsch ... 
K.ohe.n, 11Monatachrif·t 11 XII, p. 2.42 .• 
Matt,. XI, 14; XVII, ll; Mark, IX, 4ff. Gospel o:f Bar­
nabas 1:.?.4a~ 
Algidiua Ca.mora.thua in ''De Gant,ie .EU.iae•r ch. Ill, aeat. 6 
e;ivea det.t:Ul ~eneolor;y and des.ori:ption of Elijah's face .. 
Both the Greek and the Roman. Catholic churohaa honor 8aint 
Elijah on the twent.ieth of July - Cathol. Eno:ycl .. V • 3.82. 

I 

'' 
i 
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T'hus E.lijah has entrenched himself in the mind and ima­

ginatio-n of the Jew, and ext. ended his influence into other peoples 

a.s no ot.ha:r: hero of Jewish history and legend did. His deac;ript-ion 

wa.::t always filled with us.efulnea.s, romana.e and fascination, a.nd as 

·~-he lei,end of .Elijah passed on from genera.tion to genera;tiion it as­

sumed greater magnitude and import.a.nce, it absorbed the struggles 

~ and emotions of t:he Jew • and his. life linked up wi t.h theirs even 
.. 

·>d•. 

) 

•"1 

to the present da.y .. Indeed .E:lija.h is still alive. per:ftorming mi­

raales and helping the faithfu~ ones in centers where the Jew still 

alJ.ne; s ·boo. his old bel:JrTEfs and customs. 

In view of' all ·these, one naturally asks • who was ·the 

:the original I!llijah~r Is .. Elijah. an his·toriaal cha:bac·ber • who for 

some :part.icular reasorJ. was chosen by t.he Jewish imagination as 

hero of its gr.·aatest number of legends t or is Elijah al·together 

the pro.duct of imagina.tion and folk-lore? If he is' an historical 

:pe.rsonali ty,. then wha·t was it. ·that. made him assume the me.gni·lmde 

Elijah is! enjoying? Was i·~ a great, deed ·t;ha.t he performed. or d.id 

he s.te:p in at, a great nationa.l crisis, the reminiscences of which 

, :: . hee:ame dear to his. people and gradually were ma'6ni:fied int,o an 

$pie? Or was he a popular hero, living and struggling for ·the mass.­

es. who aa a protest t,o ·their ru.lers have developed fanciful le­

~enda abou·t their f:r:ien.d and de.:fendar#~ If Elijah is a fictitious 

ohar~;~ta.r. t-hen what wa.a it that gave impetus to his crea·tion?, 

----------~~~---- ·--------~------·----------·----------

(7a} cathol- Enayal. v. P• 382. 
(73) Xohe.n. "Monatschriftn XII. P• 2.93. 
( 74) Goldz.iher, "Mohamedanisahe Studienn II, P•· 2-73 .. 
( 7 5) Peters, 11 Hab •. Storyn • pp .. 83-84 
( 7·6 )- Cathol. E.uoyal. v,. P• zaa. ool. a. also Koran. .Sura 21, 
' >} .D'Herbelot_ "Biblioth. Orient,." arts. "Mahomed Aboul 

Cass.eni" and "Z.erib ben Elia.u. 
C.athol .. Enayolop. art. n:mlia"' 
vide .Jupra IJ. 6 

I' 
i I 

:I 
''. ·'I 

1:' i' 

~-: .: I. 
I : i: 
: , j I 
,., ;, ' 

l''j : ,' 
I ... ' . . 

1 :I, 



.· . 
•, 

' . 

Again. how should be aonsidered t.b.ose facts tha.·t i.ndiaate Elijah' a 

exis:tenoe? 

In the following ohaptera I shaal endeavor to &.nswer 

some of these questions:. 1l1 irert I shall examine ·the historiotitl do­

amllments. than oom:pare ·them with the fiatitious and purely legeJl­

cl.ary, after an e:nalysis of the two I shall deduce oonaluaion as 

to ·!;he histo·rioi ty o:E Elijah and aause for his populari·ty. 
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CHAPTER lit. 

TEE BIBiliCAL LEGENDS 
O>J!, ELI J IJI 

Significanae of the Biblic.al stories in ·bha 
study of Elijah - ... :.Creatmeht of stories --:­
Riel and Eli:lah -- r•teeting with Ahab -- The 
drought -- Tlie widow of Zarephath -- Elijah 
fed by ravens --- Meeting ObaU.iah -- On Mount 
Cs.rmel -- The aoxlflict between the Baalis·ts 
and i!ahwis·ts -- The Angel in the wilderness ~­
-- The Theophany -- f.:..llnointing ElisJ;u?.. -- The 
murder of Naboth -- The death of Ahe..ziah -­
The n·:eranslation11

· --· The motif of the prophet­
ic comxlile:ii:' ·~- Sources -- ~'he historical 
Differences betvveen .illlijah and Elisha --
.1TI1ij ah in I\:ale,chi.. 

1he Biblice.l 1egencls of Elijah are different from the o·th­

er legends built up about his person. No·t only are they nearest to 
I 

the historical or original Elijah, but ·they actually seem ·bo con-

tain his·toric.al facts. In this respeo·t they are unique in the large 

c@llection of the Elijah stories» and. an a.fu.alysis of these are in-
c~~ 

evitable in the study of Elijah'~ histori¢'ity. Ho·t unlike o·ther 
. I 

narritives of the Bible, the Elijah nariitive is made up of orig-

inal facts and J.egends, and. secondary,whioh were added b~ the aom­

:piler in order to bring out certain ideas and mo·tifs. By red:ucing 

the oomposi·ta nar;tive into its co.mponan·t pt;Lrts we may ascertain 

the historical chara.oteT of Elijah, or if he was not an historical 

aharac·ter. what he was like in the original source-legend. Fusther­

more) a .• comparison of the. various s·trata. o:f the Elijah narrative 

Will indicate the direction into which ·the Elijah lore is develop­

ing. For d.iver se: and contradictory as the later legends may be to 

those ·contained j.n the Bible • it is very obvious, even upon a super- · 
' ..,.., 

ficia.l exa.mina:tion, thB.t all Elijah legends heve their basis in the 

Bib.lical legende, or the. legends lcnown to the compi.ler of the Bibli-



~ l ) 
e:a.l narrative. These facts viewed in the, 1i0ht of the d.evelop-

ment of Jewish history and ima.gina tion. may ~i ve us a clue :tn asoar ..... 

taining why Elije;h was chosen hero of such a greet collection of' 

Jewish folk-lora • 

In this Chapter I e;m giving only a brief analysis of the 

Biblical legends. The conclusions will be browght;. out separfttely in 
,' \ 

~ ls:t;er cha.1~ters, ed'ter several other necessary examinations are made • 
....... 

I have :followed ·the order of the legend as given in the. Bo.o~\:s of 

Kings, .making summary remarks abou·t each legend .. In conclusion l 

have ab·bempted to c;ive a picture of ivha:t seems to 'be the oric;ine.l 

history or aa~a of Elijah .. 
,, 

Elijah 'f ~~ fLrst al)}?ee,rance in the Bible is in l Kings, 

.XVII., 1 ff. • v~hei.:ra' E.lijah suddenly co11fronts J>.,hab a.nnouncin~ ·~he 

three yea:rs d.rought; that is to come UJ!Ol1 the la.n&. Legend int(t'a-:• 

a.uaes Elijah in connection wi·th Hiel, described· in ·the la s·t verse 
( 2) 

of Cl1~p·ter XVI, irnmad:ta,tel;.v preceding 11l.lijahv s iniierviaw with li.hStb. 

Hiel the Betheli te he.s rebuilt Jeric.ho, wh.iah was d.estx.·oyed and put 
. . '5) 

under ba . .tl by Joshua, never ·to be rabuil t again. As e. result Joshua's 

aurae came upon Hiel a.nd he lost his two children. E-lijah the Prophet 

wa;s sent by God to pay Hiel a visit of condolence, whiah Elijah e.o. .... 

a:epted reluatantly, only ~fta,r he was promised that whatever he may 

ut.ter in righteous indignation will oome true. !:lara. Elijah met. Ahab,,, 

who tried ta justify his Baal-worship, and Elijah in indigmrtion. pro­

nounced the three years famine upon the land. While the proximity of 

the two veJ;ses aan not be stressed too much. yet there is a certain 

relation be.twe.en the two. The very popular legendary account of 
I 

I!lliilJ~.h's., ·visit to Hiel. not only gives an additional activity to 

Elijah bu:t answers to the :peculiarity of Elijah • s sudden appearance 

bafo,.re Ahab. lt was. in the hous.o o:f Hiel. altogether accid.ental, 



that Elij &h meets King Alla.b for the first time. The legend oan not 

be taken as a :faet, yet it is historioally signifiaant 11 . for it does 

indicate the :popularity of Elijah,· so muoh f::l'<!lJ that thf.l author does 

not .tl.ael any need for introducing hti.~p. Eve·rybody knows Prophet Eli­

jah, just as much a. s everybody :isF aequainted with the doings of Riel 

of whom the autho1· makes only a passing remark. 

For a Prophet to aomfront a King is a common oaaurrence 

in Biblical nar..rati'Qe., Samuel admonishes saul, rebukes him and final­

ly e.nnounc.e s his downfa~l. Nathan rebukes David for his aations with 

Uriah. lsa:tah appears befora Ahaz 11 "'ohn the Baptist before Herod. The 

Qriente.l ruler, while lll\i despotic. to his aubjeatsl~l?ermitted com ... 

plate freedom of speech and action to the pho:phets of hia ohoioe and. 

oft.en those oppoaing him. In this Elijah is enjoying a ~u\tural a.nd 

common privilege• which is: soon denied him and he. is fo,.roed to hide 

for safetyo 

The great drou&;h t which is the s·tarting point of the e.n­

ti.re trad:i.tion a.bout, Elijah. though presented ra·the:r in a legendary 
{ 4) 

way seems. ·to be hiertorically true. Mennander o:f Ephesus ·tells 

of a drought about that time las·ting one year, and which was ended 
( 5) 

by o.a,usa. of a religious procession of the J?honeoians.. The sim-

ilarity is obvious. The fa.ct that such a vital power like with­

holding of. rain is asaribed to Elijah., is an indiaation of Elijah's 
' (6J 

importance. 

-------------··----------- ·---~-·-----' -------~ 

{ll 
{ 2.} 

:ft"~or an example vide infra, P• 3~1-35 
~he legend O·f Riel in its most complete for is ~ivan 
Sanh. t 'Yer. X• same lett;end ~ivan in B~~· Sahn. ll3a, 
in Ell.jah Zuta., Ch. VIII, P• 185, ad. Friedmann. 
Joshua VI, 17, 2-6. 
Kittel, "Hist. o:f the Heb.tt P• 2.69 .. 
Joaephus 11 "An.tiquiti~s. n VIII t 13, Sec. 2. 
Gunkel. 11Elie.a, eto." P• 9. 
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H~ving informed Ahe.b of the drought :Bllli.jah goes East by 

the brook of Che.rith9 Thera he is fad by ravens. Birds or animal.s 

nourishing human beings is an oaaurrenaa common 'in legends of ma.ny 

d.ifferoot peoples. {7} aamiranius while an infant in the. wildarnesa 
( 8) 

w.a.s.suppliad with :rahease and milk by doves. Telaphos and the son 

of Genofava are nursed by a hind. ( 9 ) Ptit.ul the Harmi t ier pro:vided 

with bread by ravens for sixty years.(l~) Anecdotes of a similar 

motif,. t.b.OUiJh the animal element left out, is Israel nourished in 

the wilderness with manna and qua:i.l .• or in the case of Elijah by 

an angel when he is lin Mount Horeb. ( 11) But while legend knows 

of different animals supplying food to men. ravens are particular-

ly related to Prophets. Many auguries are derived from the raven) 12 ) 

aome oriental peo:ples eat the heart of thts bird in order to be-
~ 13) 

come pro)?hetio like it. . This irloiden·t clearly indicates thi!Jit 

popul~t.r e.nacdotes were combined with the s.tor·y of Elijah. 

When the Brook of Chari th dried up,, Elijah went up to 

Zarephath of Sidon. Thera a pious widow. who faithfully obeys 

~ahweh's C!ommands is to nourish him. To convince himself of he:tt 

warthiness to receive miracles,. Elijah ,f:irst asks her for a drink 
. (ldJ . 

of water. ~. Not the first woman in lagend to be tried of her 

worthiness in a similar manner, Moses meeta the worthy daughters 

(7) Greek parallels of anima!s nourishing human beings is 
found in ttGrliiohiaehen Marchen von Da.nkbe.ren Tieren," 
by A. Marx, p. 35, ... nourished by a !ielphdn; P• 41• -
by an ea.gle,. P•· 57,~· 00 ...;. by a lioness. 

( 8) Diodorus Sioulus. "Bibliothe·os.: Historica. tt II, p. 4. 
(9) Grimm, ,,.Deutsche Sagen." No. 538: Keller, '"Thiere des 

Classisahen Altartuma." p. 100 ff., gives many other 
instanaes of Greek and Me<lieva.l legends of the Prinoe 
lo at in the '11'/ood.s and p,'\ir'fS~.d/: 'b~ e.nimals. 

( 10} Hiernymus. 'tVi ta l?aul.f Eremita:a.,ncha.pter X. 
( ll} l Kings, XIX t 5ff • 
(12} No8\h sands ou·t ~ raven to see whethe;r the: flood has 

ceased. 

I . 
.l:J ' 



of .Tehtro at the. we~ll of Midian. f 15) Eliezer finds Rebekah worhty of 

Isaac by t.ha ws.y. she offers h.im a drink of wa·ter. ( 
16

) The widow of 

Zare.:phe;t.h is poor. In these trying years of the great famine all 

that she possesses of food is a handful of meal and e. little oil in 

a cruse; enough for one more scanty meal :for herself and son, and 

then they will die. Not s.o the intentions of Elijah .. nsaith the Gad 

of Israel: the jab of meal shall not be spent, neither shall the 

aruse of ail :fail, until the day that ~he Lard sendeth rain upon the 

_ This legend in :praotiaally the same manner{is applied to 

Elisha .. (l7) The same motif is present in the legend of the cruse of 

oil found. by the Macoa.baeans at the rededication of the Temple. Also 

o.ommon to Ge.rma.n leiends of Mountaineers whose lam~p-oil and bread 

never gives out.(lB) 
.J 

1lUijah stayed with the widow for many days, when sudden-

ly her son died and Elijah is oalled UJ?O.n to r®rsurreat him, whiah 

he does. In the same identical fashion legend tells of' Elisha ree­

surao.ting the son of the Shunnerni·te woman. (Jig) The same is told of ; 

Jesus reviving the son of a widow. ( 20
) Hence ·these are popular sto­

ries which were attaohed:. to Elijah in the same manner as they were 

attached to ather individuals.( 2l) Viewed, however, in the light of 

----------~--------·-·------------------------

(~3l Fra._z~r, uFolk-lore of the o.2.n PP• 22-29. 
( 14) I •. KJ.ngs:• xvii.lOa .. 

l
l5l E:x:.. II • 15-22. 
16} Gen. XXIV., 11 ff. 
17} II Kings.. IV, .1-7 t 8 
18} Grimm. "Deutsohe Sagen". No .. l 

(19} ll ICings. IV, 8f:f. 
( 21);}}. Luke VII t 11-15. 

· (21] It is. interesting to note the aontradiotion within this 
very legend. While throughout the legend. Elijah is port­
rayed as zealously obedient to Yahweh, in his prayer to 
revive the widow's child ~a is almost rebellious against 
God for taking awa.y the life of ·che son of the i'ai thful 
widow. . 

i 
I 
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I 
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later legends weaved about the person of Elijah, these particular 

legends are significa.n'G for their motif. :I~here are ·~hree striking 

notes exrJressed in the legend of the widow .. In t;he first ple.ce God 

rewards through Elijah all those who are fni thful to Him. ~3econd.1y 

God manifests HirnsE!lf through the humblest, anc1 th:trtlly IGlijah' s 
( 2 <)) 

incognito visits to reward hospitality of the poor. ~~~ Many of the 

Habbinic and the Medieval legends of Elijah express these ideas. 

This may lead us to two conclusions, either that 1;he Biblical com­

piler has drawn his material of Elijah ·iihe Yahweh champion from po­

pular legends of 1Ulijah. similar to those known to us from a much 

late:r:· <le;te. or else in his portrayal o:f .Elijah he gave impetus to 

the develoDment of such a motif in later Elijah legends. 

ln Elijah's mee·ting wlth Obadiah we for the first time 

get a picture of the habits and ways of Elijah, which h.afrninize 

wi ·th his mission as Champion of Yahweh .. He is a faithful Yahweh 

prophet leading a life of privation and wandering hiding himself 

in the mountains of Gilead or the border lands of the desert, 
..... }-tc 

whence he gets his unbending free spir.i·t .. r.A::ppears and dissapJHHa.rs 

in the most miraculous ways. but known to all - one look at him 

and the faithful Obadiah recognizes him,. j ll.lst; as a sho::ct desarip·t:._ .t 

ion of him to king Ahaziah, in a later incident, and he knows him 

at. once. ( 2:3) 

The meetin5 of mlijah e.nc1. Ahab(is characteristic of !Uija.h 

description .. Slijah orders l\.hab to assemble the Baa.l-pro:phets and 

Ahab obeys .. }he interview is hit;hly J.egemlary • ostensibly not 

history .. 

.0ut while the accoun·t; leadinG Ull to .ill1ijah on I:ilt .. CQ.rmel 

-·----·----··- ........ __________ ._..,. ..... ______ .. ________ _ 
( 22} G·urDcel, "Elias e·~c!' ~ci:•a :LO ancl G9 notn ~L2. 
(23) II Kin&st It 7-8 
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is to a lar\:!iO ext;eut~.d.or; ted from common leL;end, the incident on 
\ 

I .. aun~ Carmel is chars.c~eristicall;y E1ij ahanic. There he is 1!ictur-
'·· 

ed as a personality of fearful and dramatic perseverance. 

Surrounded by multi tucles of 11eople • confronting the kine:; aml ·the 

.Baal l!rOphet;s t EJ.ij ah clearly and 'l.:tne_lq"<:tiVOCf.tlly rJronounce s his 
I 

! 

rebuke; 11 l:low lone;; halt; ye be't:ween Jcv1o orinions? If the I.ord be God, 

follow him; but if Baal, follow himl"( 24) --There he stands no 

longer F.H1 ~:;J:tr:l ''1i:cncle ''·orker, or hurr1ble beVd'l.iler of l;he sinfulness 

The pe01)le Pre overnwecl. Elija}l then Jlro:poses the ortleel .. Isrnel 

cannot be misled ans longer b;y J'Jer :rulers ... C"nce for RlJ. it r·msli be " 
'I 

se~tled ri~ht there. TierB again ~he contrast is Most dra~atic. On 

the one hE:.nd is lTili;j~h sL1l~lehanded w:Lt.i1 hL:i :!aith,o:crosi te ldm 

four hundred anct f:ift.J I'l'Ophets V/lltt thn I:ing in bauk of them. r:rhe 

Baal prophets ~at the first chance to sacrifice, Elijnh ~he last 

of Elijah old and broken and soaked in watar. 

All prevsrR~ions ~ada, tho BaPl prophets proceed. The 

firBL half of the day they pray t~ Baal to send down fire and consume 

the sacriftcet but of no avail. The mornin3 has passed, it is al­

ready af·ter·,noon end Baal hss not replied. 1~he p:cpphe·ts lH3come con­

fused and frRntic. !hey call louder and loud.er. cut their flesh 

until they fall into a frenzyt yet there is no answer. 

Here Elijah cHlls .out irt e victorious scorn-i: ncry aloud 

for he is a God ; either he is ~usingt or he is gone asidet or he is 

0 2 ~ 
n s journey, or peradvGnture he r:rlecr.c-1th, n.ncl ''1'tst be m aked. n ( D) 

----·- -------------
( i34) I hingatJ, XVIII 21 
( 25) I bicl :27b. / 
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:r.hen he rebuilds the forsaken Yahweh al·tar, digs a trench round a-

. · bout; it and soaking the sacrifice he also fillr-3 the trench with 

water. He offers a short, and quiet :prayer and a fire comes down 

from heaven devouring sacrifice, stonas and all. 

The, perfect form of the account, the dramat.ia contrasts 

and moment,s, all indicate that, t.b.e author was interested in the stto-

·-::~ r~ and i·tos. ef'iec·t, muah more than in its acauracy. Fur·t.hermore s.ome 

of the ineide.rl:t.s are common to other legends. ll1ire coming down from 

./ heaven is a common ooaurrence in Biblical lore. Fire a.omes down 

fF.om heaven to des;troy Sodom and Gamorah. ( 26 ) The burnt-offering 

.; ...... 

fi .~ 

on t,he altar of the Mishkan is consumed by a f.ire from God. ( 27 ) ~he 
The anga~ of God. visiting G,ideon, brings fire from ·the rook to con ... 

sum~ ·uhe foo·d offered to him, ( 28) and many other instanoes. ( 29
) 

., 

AgS~in t-he wa.ter. in the trench around l~lijah 1 s sacrifice ia clearly 

an inaacur~.ay .. This inaident oca.u.rs at the end ·of a great threa 

years drOU6ht, and ·takes. plaae on the summi·t o:f Mt. CaJt~mel where 

there, is .no water even in normal times. ( 
30

) The slaying of the :four 

hmrlclll"ed a.nd fifty Baal l')rophat,s can hardly be taken as fa.ct, but 

rather as t,he wr.H>ers extravaganza.. ( :3l) With the same extravagance 

the writer descri'bes the revenge of Jehu .. ( 32 ) It is eviden·t that ··. 'J. 

the author is; removed from the scene of action and t.hat his effort 

is t.a int.roduaa the contra-natural miracle. ( 33>nut beyond the 11-

----·a•--------~------""'" ___ .....,. _____ ...__.,.. ____________ ..., __ ---

~ 261 . 2!7 
( 28} 
( 291 

( 2~ 1 

~ 31) 
3~) 

(all 

Gen .. XIX • 2.4 • 
Lev. IX 0 &4. 
Jud. VI • 21. 
Ex. XIX. 16; Jud. XIII• 20; Job .. I, 16; I Chron. XXIt 
26; II Chron .. VII t 1. 
In this the author is coherent with his previoua mi­
raculous desariptions of Elijah. 
Peters, "Hi~:t .. of Rel."' P• 2o6 note· 1 • 
II Kings, X, 11. 
Gunkel., n.Eliae etc. n p .18. 



.... ~a .... 
terary accretions there ::rti.and s out. boldly a living grand pers.onal-

ity of e. z.ealous. he.roia .and :passionate champion of Yahweh ... 

The de.soriptiond .that :follow the Carmel incident give an 

ins.ight into aondit;ions of that time. J eaebel is pushing Baal wor­

ship to ·t,he :foret whioh a.rouses the j ealouay of the faithful Yah­

wista. ~.o prevent oivil war Ahab_ begins to p&l!'seoute ·~;.ne Yahwiats., 

especially those a.t the head of the growing discontent. Elijah is 

one o:f the moat dangerous rebels and instiga.tors, hence is life is 

diligently sought by I zebel .. ( 34 ) He hides, firs·t in Beer-Sheba. an 

old fait,hful oolo.ny o:f Jud;fuh and later in the wilderness. But life 
I 

becomes miserable and d.ifficul·t and he wishes to die. Tired and 

worried he sits down to rest under a broom-tree and he falls asleep. 

-- a descriFtion psychologically true, and in harmony with nature. 

Here the legendary i.s brought in again .. An angel 'brings 

food to ~lijah and prepares him for a journey of forty days and 

nights on Mt. Horeb. (j.5} Even here one can observe the mixture of 

the na;tural and the superxJ.atura.L. In order to i~O on a journey one 
,'\· 

must eat. Hence Rlijah is prov~ded ~ith food. Of course~comes throih 

an ~;w13el 1 a motif the same as .in the ra.vens.( 36 ) But he is so tired. 

, and weary of his wan<lering that ~·h :first he does not even under-, 
s·tand the angel's command.. Ouly after the la·tter repeats his mission 

that Elijah reali.zes what it is all about. ( 37 ) It is i.nteres~~~·- to 

note that ·the scene of the an~el takes plaae in the same loaali ty 

where Ha~ar and Ishmael were saved :from starvation by an angal.( 3e) 

---__._ ........ __________ " ___ _..,__,_, _________________ . __ . ..._. ___ _ 
( 3;.4} 

(35} 

(36} 
( 37} 

T'lle Greelc text states I zebel' s challenge to Elijah even 
more empha·tiaally than the Hebrew text, I Kings XIX • 2b 
reads~ r"I:f you a.re Elijah, then I am I.zeberr, again verse 
3.& the Greek reads: "he was afraid". r 
Moses was prepared for a forty days jouney in a similar 
manner ... Ex. XXXIV • 28. 
Vide supra p. 33 .. 
Gunkel, "Elias etc." pp .. 22- 23 
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Undoubtedly thi.a was an oild legend connected with that plt1.ce. .. ( 39 ) 

On ~.it. Horeb God reveals himooe.lf to Elijah~whila he is 

hidden in a cave. TJ:.te Thaophany is similar ·bo the Theophany of 

Moses in the Covenant nnrrati ve. ( 40 ) But while this is not pe-

culie.r to Elijslumd hs.rdly historical it shows the ·type of prophe·t 

Eli jell belongs to. He is the transi iiional type - passing fr,mm the 

old divine·r ·to the J.i·terary prophet. He seas God wi·th.out being poew• 

sassed,. he hetmrs Him in a rtstill small voicen. In the command to 

l · a.nnoint Hazael King of A ram, make Elisl.~.a prophe·b and get Jehu into 

·the c.onspiracy the historical .ElijS.hjis brought out., Ahab has gone 

too f'ar in his oo:ppositian th the Yahwists~ Conciliation is impos-· 

sible, henoe the only re.sort la.ft is the overthrow of the present 

~o.ver.nment~ a task which .Elijahsets ou.t to aca.omplish..-

the 

the 

Tha Horeb 

calrnel aoaount. 

Ya:h.weh prophets,. 

aoe:ount is dif:t:er.ant in tenor and motif f.r:om 

' :Chey both have in c.ommo.n the persec.u.tion of 

the d.eatruc:bion of Yahweh al·to.rs, and ·the ul-

tima'te victory of Ya .. hweh. Hence 'they a.re variants hf..Lrmonized and 

unified by the author so as to e;pJlea.r one continuous account .• 

From Mt. lloreb Elij~!sets out to orginize the rebellion. 

His fir et task is to d"'noint his successor Eli slw. • Here he uses 

his magic rnanteu with which he hy:pnotizes Blish~!. It; is lille sf:lme 

magic \nant..dlwith which he lr...ter crossen the Jordan, 
( Lj,l) 

h.nd. 

Whic.h is usee by .~nisha in ·tho fjc.me m8.uner. '4r.?J \'lhile i;he appoint 

------------~·-..---------------.. ---·---------------------· ...... ----
( 38) 
( 39) 
( 40) 

( 41) 
( 42) 

Gen. XVI, 6 ff. 
Gur.tkel, 11 .i.Uias etc." p.. 22 .. 
Ex. XXXIII, 22- later legends 
be the se.me. - l'esachim 44 a ~ 
II Kings, II, 8.,. 
Ihid verse 14. 

make even both caves to 
Rashi Ibide 
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ing of his sucoes sar aan )be t.~ken as his tory the mag1c matle is 

common to He-brew and Arabic legend of an·tiquitiy. ( 43) One person 

enc.hanting another who must fallow him, like in the case o:f 1Ui­

jah and lfili sha is common to all oriental and Euro:pes.n 1ai:;endJ4 4 ) 

In the Btar.Y of H1.1.botht (45 ) .L'J.nother :phase o:f Elijah's 

life is told. 11he striking moJGif of ·the inci.clent is not so Pm.ch 

the. injus ~ice of it as is ·the cailflic·t of Ahab r;,nd. the old pt-J. tri-

cis.ns::• " YVJl'weh forllidt tlwt I sell ;you the inheriitc::.nce of my 

forf~e1thers .n ( '16) Nnbo th is sn embodj.men:j of the old fni liltfull 

' 0 ·'· •• • • i' \' s p ~dd. l c l. 0 .• 1., clinging zealously to the ways of their ances~ors. 

Throu~h intercourse with other n2tions. through the 

growtl.1. of' the cour·t~; I sre,el becnme IJC cus tomudt.o ]')flY 't<"Xes nn.d levy • 

rmt tlmt the Ki.ng should. te.ke nwaJ pe:!;ricirn 11.1nd given \;o the 

ch~mpion of the old coMes forth to stor this worst forM of t~r8n-

) ' 
1 r on a larger scale by the prophets succoedin~ him, who ore trie 
,·., 

<".- • 
... · .... 

The sl:;o:r,y of l'iaboth is not; u.uique, in pr.·GcticG:J.ly the 

SPme form it; ir:l toll1 of t;he rror'J!.OiJ ~~f. tht:ti1 1n Jd.:3 de.nouncit:rG.ions 

of 1Jo.vic1 1 s m1:tr(ler of Urh"tb.. (4:'7} Undoubtoclly was cho~:1en b~- tl1e con-

pilar for the ee~e pur~oso as the rrevious Gtoriss, vi~: to vindi-

cate Yahweh. 13u t i.nciden'tinlly the na.rrn Lor l)rout.;J·/c Bome signifi-

ca.n~ in:for:P1Ht:;io.n about E1ijah. ~Che :prophet is H free-born Pnti-

_______________________ .., ....... ~~ .. --.---,..,._--~·------·-----··-- ....... --.. -------..... -~ .. ------.. -------

Gmikel, "J:Tilios otc." rr·o }36 -· 
to .. ·Clny goes: o•.,'>4 ~ 1' :')~~·~""~ 

( 44} 

:', \\ :::\.7.., ~ 0 • D (" ~ ~ 1\ ~ lllV 
V~clG ·J.nfra P.. 
") v !It .h.L 11"''1 · '" 1 i ft 11 
.L\• .t~u . er, .h. eJ.nere >)c u·· ·en 
6 2 '7. ·ff "1 "' o ·'"'· ·rj '"1!11 "~· • El' T ., 'r·l '" r·1 11 

..J t) · "' I t:J 1:-J \..J; ~ ~ 1 . "' t ,l;.... ~ \ _... \J • 

a Chaasidic son~ cu~rent 
~~"' C,•"'"l~\11 ~:::\.., -,~·"1; 
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~he story of Ahaziah iP another legend to prove the jealousy 

of 'Yahweh E!.Xld incic1enteJly rrove s t~he continutJnce of the conflicts . 

fire burnin3 tne massan~ers has tho miraculous elements of ~he Uarmel 

incident. (i:!:t.l) J.!his le.::,encl (tlso sllows Elijah's :pormla~ci ty ~~,nd l1is heal-

in~ power - ax.. endowment of -~he prophets of .his do,y. 

Af~ar a life of heroic ntru6~1e and manly fiGhting for Yah-

wel1 the compiler ends Elijah 1 s career with what in his opinion is ap-

propria·ta for the faithful prophet. On a fiery cha.rrio t he is tcken 

up to Gotl to he come a heavenly being. ( 49) J:he n Transla~ion''let;E;nd is 

told in a similar manner of :mnocltand Jesus. Undoubtedly a nlJl·iJh con­

nected up with so~e solar d•ityt(5o) and not the ori3inal ending of 

Eli~~h' E cf1.reer. {51) II Ohronicle.s, XXI, 12 ff,. tells a:f. El:i.je.h' s 
(52) 

ac ;:;1 vi ty much after this Hven·t t w11e.n .ffilijnh sana s a letter to J eorarn •. 

~rhus did the comrile:r. of the books of Kines port;ray ~UijsJJ. 

Whatever the historical ~lijah mRy have been it is obvious that the 

der:lcription of tl.LG au·thor iEI a comrosite one mr-lde up of meny IJOJmlBr 

and i.ndepenclent le;:;ewls vvhich he harmonized t:tnd modifie(t to m.ake up a 

complete bio,~ra:phy of the :Dromiment pro:phet. His atternrt to attach 

the miraculous and r,he wonderful to the original se.0a of .Jlijah, maj 

be due aiGher to the author's conception of the extraordinarJ in 

Elijah,( 6 ~l or to his atter~t to attribute everything he could to bhis 

grer;:t personality of such im~9ortru1ce to his l'rorilotic iden.l. Such a 

--------·-------------.. --.--------"' _ _.._ ... _ .. __ .. _________________ _ 
( 45) 
( 46) 
( 47} 
( 48) 

( 49} 
(50) 

I Kings; XX.!. 
Ibid verse 3. 
II sam. XII - Peters, nHist. of Rel." P• 173. • 
Banz.inger, "BUcher des K6niga 11 p. 127 t claims the incident 
of the 50 massanga.rs to he extraneous and added. 
II Kings, VI.17. 
II Ki:ngs, XXIII. 11- the horses and charrio·t given to the 
worship of the sun. Jud. V, 20 - the stars ~ersonified as 
fiery charriots • 

J 

I 
I' .. ·.! .I' 

:, I 

l, I 

'I i 

iiI i 

i /. 
I 
' ' 

'I i -·i •I 



42 

motif is evident in all prorlhetic writin2:s.. 'J:hose who did mos·t for 

Yal:Lweh--worr3l1i:p are mo slJ e:x.ul ted. 1'o .3eJ:mel, thH next after Uo ::.>es to 

cham:oion for Yahweh is attributed ·the begining of prophec;;. t1f:b he is 

( 64' even likened to Loses. I Blijah in whom Israel sew the breatest 

"~' . clwmpion of Yahweh;\ who J)egan the r.)D c tle 1 zebel nnd her influence, 
I\ ' 

~_~ ... 
uprisings of Jehu. who ex·te:rmina:~od tho Bat"ll worBhippers, certe.inly 

( .. r.:) 
... neHds be c:Jxult;ed: .. in t;he provhetic l:i..te:t.•EJt;u:r.e ... bo Using all legend.s 

t;, 

) 

t. 
' 

..... 
;_ 

.;·.:. 

and myths c1-'b hif.:l <li.srJOBf:ll the rlror,hetic cornyd.ler sets out to make 

ElijaH the most wonderful and :popular.J 56) 

"The material relating to Elijah is taken bodily from old 

:J!.::phraimi te writings and has a highly picrturesqua and epic quali by; 

and also has the ch~ractar of myth with traces of hi8torical legen~ 

and i.e nearly as ancient as that relating to patriarchs ancl the ante­

de:luvian world.n( 57 ) 

Yet stripped of the marvels and miracles there stands out 

a Ilic.ture, of a tita.nia persorw.lity, of a defiant imperiouB and corl-· 
2 

fiden·t prophe.ti of Yahweh. ·The v.i,ier trembles before him, the King 

obeys him. he silences the people and disdains the Baal propha·ts., 

.;,,~ . .. -·----... -----=-----"""'~ .. ----......... -~---"C--,.,..----~----------------·---
(51) 

(52} 

Several Hage;a'dia le.gends assert that Elijah was not 
1 transla:ted'. - SUQQS. 5 a; .Ra t.ner on Seder Clam R. oh.l7 
- this however ma;y·.J:b~t ·he .•dutacilto,fte :f:'Mii that another ending 
of 1Hijah' s career was known to them, but becau sa they 
needed Elijah on ee.rth, or because the abuse of 'tra.nr;l­
lation' by Christian scholars in the 2nd century~- J~~· 
v. p.l23.col.l · 
This event is usually ·taken by tradition as happened 
after illlijao 1 s denth. But· in the realty seems to be more 
hlsuoricP.l thHn .dlijr,_]l' b '·!Jr·anslfl,tion'. 
Gunkel. lfJ~lhls etn .. ", ·n. 18 
J or. XV, l ~ :t? salm l.QlZ..111 6. 
JJ1riedme.nt 'n '-, ,"~!.y. '"'~>)) Intro., rp .. 12-1~-s .. 
Gold.zlb.er~ n:~·.yths HP':Oll[; the T~ebrcwc" p3o6 
Fh:;ke, ''The (treat N:pic of Isrt1Ell" ll.li~b .. 

' i 
i 
'. 
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he is thG .·terror of I zebel, the hope of Israel. The ms,sterful and 

vivid :pen of tJ1e chronicler was lavishing and exaggerating in his. 

presentaJ;ion of E.lijah, but behind it f.q.l there see.ms to be a perso~:.' 

nalit.y that b;y his deeds and timeliness must have imJ?ressed himself 

U.IJOn the mind. ·of the rJe011le as the great prese.rvor of Yahwismt as t.h.e 

first great; :prophet an a gre.nd scale, as the servemt of God. who saved 

'~~ YMweh and his pearJle from spi.ri tuv,l retrogression. 
.... -. 

It is intereting to hate here the differences between the 

li, E.lij~h snd. the Elisha. stories. Those of Elijah a.re wonderful rather 

than mira.culous and d.istinctly s:piri·tual, those of Elisht1, are mira-

cmlous., grot~s;que e.nd often almost vulgar, oomple·tely wanting sancti-

fi~ation and grancleur.. 'J:lhe reason eElems to be obvious, E.lijah was a 

man of pure hc.jart and clean hands who fought only with spiritual wea­

pons, a.n.d. t.re-oi t,ion speaks of h:Lrn acc.o:t•clingly: (58) 

In the time of Malachi, Israel is suffering from its self-

sea~~~~g rtl:L,~~-ts. end priests, and ·t;heir .hO})e is tucned to .2. day when once 
' 

more they will be governed by the ribh~ rulers and priests: a doy when 

the t:cu.e f3e:cvant of God will t.1{'l'lear and tle1iver I srnel from J!nin snd 

, . teous recompenseu.. nBefore the coming of' t.rle great and the terrible •. 

da,y., n Malachi assured .:r..is peO}?le, 11 1 will send you l!ll.ijah the prophet, •• 
(5~) 

the great ialiverer, the true servant of Israel. 

~, \ 

' ' . . ,, \: .- "'--··------------··-------·------------------------------·---
(58) Cornill; nopen Court'l IX, p ... '1464. 
(59) Malachi• III, 23. 
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WHO W.l~S ELIJAH? 

The t)roblem -- 12ra.nsforme,tion of myths -­
.llllijah a Holar myth -- JUija.h among gods 
-- IndenJiiifieU. vvi ~h :Jnndalfo.n ant1 other 
immori;nl ch1-1raoter s -- ~Che crossing of the 
J o rclnn -- His wr.,nU.e:rin£:;-s -·- Elijah ef! 1e'" · 
gendary character -- Oreation of tbe Dro­
phetic wriber -- Elijah in Kalachi --
NFme fic'Gitious -- i'lilijHh a 11rinciple -­
Does not initiete lwes -- Elijn.h fl.ll his­
torical character -- His popularity and . 
impression upon the people -- A Gileadita 

~ -- The Rain of Ahab -- The Historic ~lijah 
-- r.:yth ~;nd EL:d;ory combined -- ·J.lhe next 
problem .. 

It is obvious from tho analysis in the previous chapter, 

th~:rt the twcounts of i:llija.h in c;he Bible are no G r;mrely hi.s cor1-

cal documenl;s. givine; an imJ?ELrtial ai.Ldaccura.t;e descril>'Gion oi the 

pro:phe·t.. .Hut on the contrar,y· co1r~n.in mat;crifl.l <~o;··n:10.n in the d.es-

oriJ_J'tion of ot.l1e.r heroes of antir1ui·~~, thrt s cook let:,e.nus oor:;mon 

7 to other peoples he~a bsen u2ed freely. that there are variants 

e..nd. cont.i'a<.lic t ions ·w:L Ghin tho f:tC(!OUJl"t of B.lij ah. In other words, 
' 

the na:crati ve of Elijah in ·the books of Kine;;s is not the work of 

a chronicler, but the product of a literateur. ~ho then. was 

Elijah? Did such an ind.ividual exist; G.b all'? Wns he e.n hist;ori-

cal charRcter, my·thica.l or purely lagenClary? Do the accounts in 

Kings contain any history, or are they pure fiction, the speou-

let ion of the bi blic81. wri I; er'? We. s l!llij ah a real hi !·:rt; orics.l cha.-

racter to whom leg8nds and Myths wore ascribed, or was he a rnyth 

and le.ter L;rt<tdition tr.o.nsforrne(l hit'' into an incliviP,u8l? Did :LUi~'eh 

the favorite Xal~ist of the prorhetic co~piler and the greatest 

hera of Jewish lore ever exist. or was Jt a mere Iaea that capti-

, I 

'\ 



rre s Elijnh 8 m;ytll? Some !-'loclo:cf.l SC.ilOitors seerrt to think he. 
Elijah ma·te.rial 

Pml indeed~ muoh di:C til:te~corro1mrn'cef:' t;hnt; p;srTllm}·1L:i.on. Of 

coluse our son ,·ces o.f ~i~lijr:h, both the JilJ1iorl n1c1 :Ia6gfldic • evo11 

object ionnble J'eei;ure s FJO r:cominent t; o :··•;j t holo2~ical cho.racht; ers v1cn·e 

. "l .-.. c'1 !01 -/, ,_a.~ o 118 l 2) \Yho lent; ther.1:::1e. ves to i?UC:l.L ...-.. "'"'' t ....... .. ··- ,. 
Lance to ieterMina 

stories elf .i!aijeh wore !:;he religious e:z:prer:1Dionr3 of vho .TE'H'l • r .. i1Ll os 

such were s~rij>pe'1 of f~.11 crt:I.Cle t1nd objoctionrble featnree.. 
1

.'!ere 

Are so diluGed Gnd tr~nsformed ih ~heir ~raserrt state ~het tho original 

form can herdl~ be Rscer~Rined. Yet here Pnd Lhere 8 feature or 

e short description iF: retained ,,_,hich indicate cert~'l.in rele-~ions to 

myths. ~hase I shall examine in detail. 

~he strikin~ feature in Elijah's career 1s his fowar~to 

withhold ra.in. ( ~) I:t is by mevns of the tirought that Aheb submits to 

him. essemble s the reople on I.:t.. Carmel, f.lnd Yahweh is v inl.l icated. 

It is on eccouht of the drought that Elijah performs miracles. because 

he. withheld the rains he succc:HHled in killinc;; che f01.1r-hundred r:nd 

fift~ Baal prophaGs. dain is of vital im1ortnnce in ~alestine. Dif-

--------.... ---~---p- ----·-·--~------------·- -·~·- -· -·--.. --··--····· ··-·------ -~ -- --·· -· ------~--- ...,_ --· --~--- --·---·-------

( l} Schultz.e,nHJ:U.i.dbuchn p.3£i; Winkler, 11 Geschichte lsrs.els
11 

,11. 
:p. 27 3 ;:J .E.ll ,p .128, col.l; Golclziher, 11 ~.1yths 8\mOn[; the Heb. 

11 
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fi:rent from J:?,e.b,Ylon and l~c;ypt • ':'alestine is completely' clepend.e.nt upon 

rein tend t;he absence of it r11eans fnmine. Eence if v.e were to e.s;.:mme 

nec~a~ with rain or ~rou~nt,er the cfiuses r G~ereof. hag~•~iu leGend 

bell;::; tu;:\LJ:}l;hf..t nt; Lt; .. lJ(lr'FWl .illli.jen FJH.(le ~he sun s\).fHlu st.iill.lb) 

1\.g&.i.n to Rabbi Joshuc.· B. Lev·;i he :-::::hov;D tllc ::d;oner:: t.iv:<.t will Hi.i Eor:le 

future time rer11uce the sun .. ( 6) Thus lUlljDh is ~onnecceo. ur wi"vh the 

sun. Such relations can also be observed in Elijah's "translationV 

He goes up to Heaven on ~iery horses and chariot. It is a coMmon 

belief smon3 the Bebylonians end also ancient Israel that the ~ars 

are heavaxmly heroes travej.ing e.round on fiery chariot I!'. ( ?) Hc'lnce these 

connections with the sun ~ the cau~1e of drough·b, &:nd Ellj8.h' s great­

a st rower to withhold r~'3J.n. ca.using famine and unfruitfulness, as 

well as the many desert-like characteri~tics asctibad to E~ijah(U) 
)Joint to the origin of Iillijah in some solar myth"fgod,. who if angered 

could bring drought and famine ur;on the la.ml, ~:t pot-ver of the myth 

which was localized in the time of .Ahab, but which the original 

myth told without such local or chronological limitations. Indirect 

proof of .lHijah' s rc?.lation wi iih astronomic spheres B.re ·the references 

to .&lije.h' s knowlad0 e of astro.nor!'l.Y and his dut;y of fixinc, the cal­

endar and intercalation when ~essiah comes.( 9 ) Added to this is the 

general fac·t the. t sole.r-mybhs were numerous and pOJ?Ular in the 

religious development of the Semitic peoples and asrecially the 

~-----... ---... --·--·-.. ·--··-·---------------------...._ ___ .......... -~·---.. ------·-·-------------
(al Jastrow.~study of Relig.~p.264; , 
( 3} I Kings • XVI! and XVL!I. 
( 4} 1\U~ e no ·t e 5. 
(5) Haggadat Bereshith, ah.76. 
(6) ·Pesi~ta R. ~ohana, ed.Buber, p.l36,ff. sac. 
(7) The sun believed as a chariot - !IKings,XX.III,ll;11th. E.noch 

LXXII. 5 ;: Slav. Enoch,Xl, 2; The stars considered chariots -
Ath. Enoch, LXXV,3,8; Jud.V,20. 

( 8) Lea,ds a. nomadic life , w~:mders from one mountain ·to the other. 
I s also c1re sse.d like a, Bsd.ouin. 
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Oana:ani tes. 

The: story of Elijah being fad by ravens has a mythological 

tinge. Animals or birds bringing food to men in legends are con­

sidered by students of mythology as originally being personified 

gods, who later became messengers of the gods and finally ordinary 

a.nirJals(lO} :reducing both lUija.h and the rs.vens to their mythol-

ogical origin, ~he relation of the two is clear 

courtesies amon~ the gods. A close relation of Elijah and the 

deities is also seen in Ghe 12heophany a·t Horeb. No mortal C!;;Ul 

see Yahwel.'l and live.. .cllijah sees rart of Yahweh and s1;eakB to 

him face to face because he is not a Mortal.(ll) 

But also directl' tradition identifies Elijah with demi­

gocls, thu.s many !dd.ra shim iden~ify him with f1andalfon. ( l~) Other 

He.ggadis legends asc.ribe t)Odl;y attributes to J:Uijah. Thus S..'e.nch­

uma"Bereshit" (13)~ells as Ji!'f3ieewor·thy of tho Jews, the:t although 

.Elijah performed many clutia s tha.t no mortal can performp and like a 

god he ~~lives forever, still I s:re .. al has not d~ified KJ.ijah .. The 

latter, the conclusion of the Midrashist, still in view of all other 

facts. this Midrash may imply the mythological origin of Elijah. 

Talmud in one pla,oe refers ·to :H:lijah as one of God's earthly sons. { 14) 

--------------------------------' .... "-------=-------------~--

? 

(9} A.cts.VII,2.2; Pirke R.EJ .• p.55, ed. Friedl&.JP\der. 
{ 10} Max nGriechische r,mrchen. von De.nkbaren Thiren'; p. 5 note; ::J., 

p.l9 note l,pp.35,42. . 
(ll) Uoses also sees God, but Noses too has mythological el~­

ment s. The Theophany on I.1t. Horeb is similaT to that of 
Sinai in almost all details. The two mountains are often 
made iclant i eal. Vide Supra., p. 39, note 40. 

-~/(12.) Moses. Gordovero, "Hekoloth~ ch.XIV; als:>- Ma~zor Vitry, 
PP• 324 ff; Yalk .. J;:odosh ed. l?rassburg, pp. 66-69; J • .ill~ 
Vol.Xl 0 p.4..0, col .. 1; Emek ha.-:Mell!.lh, p., 16f5 

(13} Ed .. Via.p.na 1863, p. f>a. 
{ 14) Su9-9a.. 5a·b t Ras.hi ibid .. 
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Elijah's godly clle.racter is also implied in his struggle with ·the 

Angel of Dea·th when he w~ls brough·t up to Heaven on the fiery chariot. 

The former a ~Bert ad his right .not to ~rermj.t a.ny mortal to ent;or 

Het:wen wi t;hout first ely ing, but had to parmi t Elij e.h, for he we. s 
I 

differen~ from all mortals.(lS) Elij~h being described &s the 

1J.nti-C.hrist or e.s killigg 8amael - the angel of evil, when 

_';-: r~:essieh comes, ( 16 ) is flnother indication of Elijah's mythical nPt-
... ··. 

ure. 

\!, ~2he crossing of the J. ordan by SJlreading ·his mantle is 

) 

( 17) 
my'tlwloglcal in ne.ture.. In the sa.me manner Hercules crosses the 

Styx. A mantle perf!r1rming miracle:~' is also possessed by Dionyses. 

Wndan - the Mercury of the North - possesses a magic mantle and 

hat. 11l1e Egypt:;h,,.n 0 sir:i.. s has e. fiery 2;arment. 

J:liule or i:iold bJi le5end about J:;.lija.h' s ~mcer:rtr;y or offSJlri.ng. 

Hance soma Midrashim intrpret this feet to indicate that ~lijah 

sprang from Heaven.(lul 
/ 

Elijah's wanderings, his incognito visits to reward the 

pious f1nd'those\ho:3p:i.tBble to him is chs.rncteristic of many myth­

gods of Hebrew. Greek, German 0nd other peorles.( 10 ) Buddha, 
( 

<)[\; ) 

Z '.I- -~r d " 1/h • ,·] (...,;~ l l •· -.., - .., , J~ eust ·.i...Jlor. ~.'O an 8Iil.t A .~u.er t·;e:ce oe ~eveu GO waw.).er P.oouli 
( 21) 

eurth F.nd ~£.H3t lihc? 11iet.,y P.nd hospitelity of the J;eoplE.'. · 

____ ,_..._ ........ _~------.......... --_ ... ,. ________ -~~--··--.. - ------~---~-~ ---- ~-·-~- ... --~--

I ? 

( 15) 
( 16) 

I l?) 
CH3} 

( 19 ) .. 
( 20} 

( 21} 

Zohar. RnLh. bag. ad. ~nrsnw 1385~ 
Ynlk..~[odosh, eu.Hodf!Wi1 E;Ufi;~Heb.:Clijah Ayi})OC" P1Je30-~3lt 
Pnpe r b,y Dr. Bn't tenvJei ser. 
l!Kintjs,II ,8; ~3chul~2,enHr:wdbuohn FP•l93,196. 
Yalk. Reub. ..n"'W~")::&. p. ~Jb, ea. .. J:..msterctnm; gmek lw~r.:nlecht 
ch.39; Ha-Pardes, p.l62. 
Gunkel. lt.J.Hias etc. r; 1Jp.l2, 69. 
lH'i~ s h is 18 L er id ent ifi ec1 wi t;h Lllide:r b.ho Lohr·.rr1r1edan 
myLh of the god of· evor-green- l?eters, "Hobm3tory',' 11p .. 
83-84 .. 
Grimm, "lt.ytholO(Sie'; r; .. 3'7, VOL I' eu~ z).-~:.he sto:cy of the 
an0els vL:;t.ting id.lrah~3J:!J C:.lhi rev,~:;,.cdil.i(S hir-1 tor .hiG hos­
r)i~~lii>.; if; of tho sarne GJI'l'e of m~t;h. 
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Jut ~hile all the 0 iven fncts sea~ ~o ~oint to tba m~~ho-

leaders end writers of lsr8.el, Hnd ltdier anplifiec1 b;y ~lw r:--aSfiBSe 

ThuB Goldziher, ( 22) taLer., JHijah Lo be vt bottom, l11)·thin~ bu·~ a 

ty:pe of the persecution lio which Yahv1ism wtL3 ezposed in the l~orthern 

kingdom on the part of the rulers and pria~ts 9 1his rrocedure is 

co·-,:rnon to the prorhetic llistor:i.nn. · Iu the same n:a.nner the;y f'e;i.nt;eCl 

the PRtrinrchs or Isaiah the Becond.( 2~) ~his view held by Zuna.(24) 

~rinciple of cart~in truths. 

Kalaohi's descrirtion of Elijah(25) is obviously legend-

ary viewed fron (;he lisht of t!·e conc1i~c.hons oi' i;.i1at Lime. 1?:ciest 

~nJ ruler corrupt, Israel persecuted and oppresseJ, the onl~ hope 

is in t.i.1e :Lut;ure • tUh1 in arden· LiO PlDLe ii1J.iG co.:1BO.lntion tr.L,;ible 

t.[ie uhert: cter wr-: s J.'ecided HI' on .. .i~lij r .~.., re:r;re se.trts l;.i..;.fJ i;;;l'Dml c:i:,£n:t­

ion OJ~ ia.U.well, h6.uce .!:HJ ir:: cwl.Loil ,;,., ·~~ - ·:x:ehweh if3 rt.1 God. ( 2
6

) 

The La~~edia names of Elijah 

:ln~errreted s;ymholicnll;y ::;o ~>how tllF'.t when God in hir:> dii.f3flTI oirrc-

~1.nd Q od w:i ll 

wilJ :r.ocell i~o G·od thD ··<8:d .. t;s o:L LLo l''P tlwrs 

ho ,·,e:cd.fuJJl:in his c:hildren l:Jn.,.., .. - .. .J~( 20) 
I 

?'")..::JJ' 

--------·------------------·--------·.__.---.. ·-----~-M> .... _________ ,_ ... _ 
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show t.nDt che 3reBt majorities of the stories voout; Dlij[:Jl ore in­

tended ~o portray certei~ morelt ethicrl, or rali~ious truths.(29) 

'J.'hus for inF;'b9 . .nce certs.in s·tori.es show how piet;y or llospit;r.olj.ty is 

revvf1:r.ded.; ( 30) hov; strict obE~ervonce of the ;:-.:,·t·,J·a· tl··, 1' o "Or1n·.eJ.·l"'""+ed ( 31) .)1.\· .._J '.,/ - '.&.. }.) v '.I· , ),l( '· u , 

or injv.stic.e pu.nished. ( 32) ~1m.s (jhfl gre11 t :1n·oblem of the U.iv i.ue 

world economy, GJ1G suffering· of L ~h ,q r:l(;'ht eo us :is 11roH5ht OU.'~ in :::eli-

. h' Jf.l ' s adventures with a. Jo.shna ben levi, ( ~>:3) or ·~Le Jewish fa:Lth 

stren3~honed witb ~he ~essirnio idePls i~pressed by Elij~h's acti-

vitie2 Rnd missions~ viPits tJo the ACPdeMies, in 

ens t of t;..ho Jo:cclHiJ.,. cLe f3f'tl"l0 ::.·le.ce desiGllO lied co 

be tne aevth ~lace ()j:· .,,.ose'" ( 3<L) ;''t·•er·e, ·r)q .; ' '· · · · · ··' l · '' '' · · ·t"' ( 3$) • .~. •• , ... ....... J. •• , .), ,,...V.Lll. uur.lEllol .11.~ .L'f:l.I0.;.l Po 

1here .1~limeleck 1011 1liB sons to dee.th .. ( ~~ 6 ) Undoubtec11;y 8 E.Scred y:lo.ce 

to i '' '·11' C '·1 r1" l' ' 'l 0 ·~·"" -.1(1 S 1''9 )''8· "'J. tn Cl"' r.>rl -1 ..,.J_ • • ~ Ci- J..(j ., ":lt~l:iJ .. ~ ,__ ,'/ c# 4 o lJ CJ. J.vv.- e ~;lms we hrwo :lnd:i.cntions the t. 

Elijah f'lf);,;l have been 8 Plere it1e8., fl.ll invention of the relit;;:Lous ·teacher 

anJ. IH'es. eher .. 

of some of lihe JUija.h 1eg,'1nds one t>li;;;hc be ·~enm ted to eonelwie lil:ll1't 

the ~1ijBh of the Bible wfls r1e.rely a t;yT>P. fi{sure in tho lsrnelito 

--=·-... -------------·-.... -----------·--------------~--
( 2']} Eohen, ":::onatseluif't" XII pp. 2•.7, 281 
( 30t 'Yrtlk. J.uth ~o\ ; T"io.rash B.trth Zute eel. :Bu'ucr. ncPr end 

,vi,le in:frB '":rtevmrds l~ho ~ions'' PP• lOOt! 
( 31} J?er:~iJ;.~e il. :~G~II; Yer .. l)er~ 11 
( ·-'')) 8"'"11 10·1 "' • ·o ') r71· • 0 '1') Y'e-o Iv ''-l~ v1'c"e l .. .£'1"' Q"' ' CL H $ ) ::t .;,. ' J.J • ,[, • .J 9 'X d. • • J. e "'" t '·"". c. .l ' - ;u_ "" 

"'li' J J' ·1"' ., · c• e '"" re '"' 1·11· _:· '111·· 1 e ''ld '~ n r· 1 I" ,... t r .L!A .. ~ ... ~v<:..tll '·"'.~vv .... \," ._ J. ,...,~.. ... o ;J -.v.,.~ 

( ~3} R bb , . a _en~}~~ssim, _,"_JJibur Joffe" :cp.9-12 viclo Li:i.'ra p~ ll.:Sf-f 
( 3~b). lJOU t. .I, •• ~:,J V, 1 ff .. 

i, 
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.c::mflicts of :provhctism Hi.ssinst thD iHVHf:~ion o:l.· forei2,n cults, in 

the mnnn8r tl1o J:lijnh of the ~Calmud is the r-r~nciple of rit)ht.eousness .. 

-; Bu-t :i.f t:t1e origina.l :Elijah \.~ts merel,Y an idea, how in it that the 

all ce.nere ~Gions. ln J eviish circles lw is ;::o '\Vell lL::lOVm Gha.t the lliS-

torie.n of llhe book of l\ings doer-: noti eve~1 feol the nCjcessiliJ. of 

iiltroduci.L1t3; hL:;, 1.miJ ~)r.l.na;n him i.i'1 al.n·u;:l"lil;y.( 37) Obnclinh reeQ.:gnizes 

h:Lrr; ali once( 3ld and Ahazinh iclentifies him from a chart desc.r:iption. ( ~) 

Nor does Ualachi feel tho need of describing Elijah. "Behold I am 

l\fo·t onl;y in the intelec·tu.nl circleB is he krH·.wvn, ·but his :r~erson is 

impres~:oed i.lr;on the mar-was .. 'Jhen J-esus arr~enrs 'ii·:;w ident::..'Gy of Eli­

jah is sought in John the Baptist.( 40 ) among tho LDhomadens his 

i<lerrliit,y is sou(';ht in Kid.cl.r. ( .•. n) l:·o.e does the ·.:..'almud eve:c ex:plnir1 

is knovvn to all. So :Crer1uent1y j .. s his nnme heard 

among .his :peopl<'; tltet in time it is ~hortoned from , il·~~ to il .. Sst. ( 42) 

:nut even of .::;renter Y,Bii)lt is the clescriliion of lD.ijoh 

nn<l tvi l;L the ldstJ o1·ic si IJuation of the t;ime .. 

From the ~enernl description of Elijah we learned that he was an· 

old timer. He was not dressed in ~he apparel of the civili~ed man 

of' ·t.na·t; da;y • but in i.ille Bedouhin ski.n-mantle vii tll a le~;1.'ther be 1 t ~ ( '"'31 

-------
'·35). ( 36} 
( 37) 
( 38) 
( 39) 
( <W) 
( 41) 

( 42) 
l43) 

I S~unl. XXII , 3 
:.~idrash Huth I 
I Kines XVli, 1 
I hid XVII I, 7 

------~-.... .. -- ·--------·-

II lf.ings I, 2-8 
~.~etrk VI, 15; VIII, 28; J,:a,tt .. XVII ,10; John I, 19 
DfHerbelot. "Biblioth. Orient." art. "Khedher"; Wail, 
"Legenden der ruse1m~.nner" lh 178 
JJ1 riedman, "Tanna d. E1iya.hu", intra. Pr• 12, 20 
II Kings 1, 8 
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He led -~he life of a wanderer t)etween the steppeS. of the mountains( 
44

) 

B.e hails from Gi.lea.U., :;he territory borcto:dng on the uese.rt Pnd 

serereted by the Jordan. ~Lich bJ its very position is almost certain 

to remain in f'; more rrcimit;i ve n.n(1 mN·npclic str.te vohile 'the terri-

tories west of the Jorclnn, ox.· the re;sions north and south e.rE~ J:'t:.-

pilll;y aclv1-1ncine; in civiJd.i~.atio.n .. C}il(:lfld iR wooded and rr1ountr:inous, 

hence its irwhbil_;ants hardy 'itih H primitive J!hi1osorhY of life, 

and rem~ins a sort of homeland for the patrician Israel, a sort 

of home for the strong nationaliErts and ratriots, '.a> lsst supror·t 

in time of distress .. The inhabitants of Gilead support the so·ns 

of saul aesains·t t.i..te insurectio.u of the I'hillif;Lines, ti1ere .L.l~;l.v.id 

takes refuge from Absolem. ( 45) The R.achabit;es, the zealous nation-

alists, strong supporters ~f ~lijah, b~ virtue of their nomadic 

ho.bi t s seem to eome f.rom G-ilead .. As does .~-i:lijah .. He is dressed 

and has t;he :r-.~.abi tB of an old timer. nnd he~ stands for old ideals. 

Ile cannot tole.:rate the smooth. polished and· ipish J)hoenician~: 

culture and rightet; no 
9 

he does not. oven look for God in the 

Templet he seeks Him in. the isolated rook on Horeb, in the desert, 

where the deity appeared to Moses. Because of the prosperity of 

Ahe.b' s reign, beeause of the spread. of the spread of foreign 

c:rul·ti.ura • and :the influence of ·the man~tfoJt.e.ignerli~n~ha land, the 

founda·tion of the ll.o saic religion is cv.lled in question •. When 

the national God was about to be a.ba.n.doned, Elijah stepped forward 

.as its cham;·· ( 46) · ;p:r.on• 
Hence stripped of some of' ·the acl.dl.t iO-ns we get a picture 

-------- ___ ,_ .. ________ ._. .. --.. ---·---"------------------

( 45) 
( 46) 

'.Che i1npreasion of suffer:L.tl6 councctetl wilih hiD wa.a­
derinBB is e later strata, to a Dedouin such life was 
normal .. 
:Peters 11 lleb. ;Ji.iory 11 _p.76 
Kittel 11 Hist. of the Iieb. 11 pp.{:;u~.b-i:;bb 

!\'.·:.1!.· jl i 
I :': 

I 
;I 



of a real historical charac·ter, of e. 1)rophe t lurking here a,nd 

·thex·e 011 the bo.rc1ers of I?hoeni.cia, a~Syrio.; get·ting word of the 

wa~s of ,tUJ.ab, who seeks l:'.Lis head. as n troubler of Isr·ael'r. he so-

j ou.rns in obscure abodes, from time Jc;o t;.ime conc0nls himself on 
Qj 

M.t .. Carmel and ot;.her mountains. I.r1 moods of desp9tre:bion he retires 

to the solitude of Mt. Horeb and there finds new insp~ration in 

_:;... t.he 11 still small voice" of God. Thus watahing for his hour from 
. .;.-_ 

obscurity, and covering hi.El movements with mystery he takas a hand 

.\,, in ·the r·e·volutions of Damascus. and ~)ar.aaria, in ·tge.~-throning of 

Hazael, in the uprising of Jehu, until ·the way is aleared fer 

Yahweh in Israa1.( 4'l) 

] -

In the mode of life ~lijah is leading, in his dress and 

appeara.nce, in his nomad.ic ways and symbolic actions he is not un­

like the othe:r. prophets of his da.y • and to that extent he mJ;1.y have 

bean histori.aally real, and the historic situation during the reign 

of il..hab well wax~ra.~:rt;s the s~epping in Elijah and start his activities. 

.Bu.t his carE,ler was so envelop eel with m~yths n.nd legends that his 

:r:•eal life ca.n llardl.\' 1n; )l.i.raC<7d .. \. ':J.,Ll) 

ln view of tlJ.eGo. fuctf:J i·t is incor.reati ·to assr1.me that 

Elijah was wholly a" m~th or a legend 9 nor can the entire account of 

Elijah be taken as ·hiotorical. ~he fact of tho matter is that in 

the accounts of lGlijah we have a comb:L.ne.tion of mJth» lege.nd and 

his·tory. l~s Jl1razer r,o:L.ni;s ou~~,personaa;es. abou.·~ whom many mytholo­

gical marvels are told may yet; be records of' re.el human 'beings ana. 

hist.orical characters; on tlle other hand many o:ttribu·t;es or achieve-
' 

meuts of historicD.J. indi vidunls mt:-l.Y be J'l'Jyth:laal or personofia~1 tions 

- - ... --..-----=-------~----.,..-... -----~---------
( 47} ] 1iska, "U r.Ll\~nown Horr1e:r.", P• :58. 
( 48) Peters, 11 llis1; .. of Rel~ ·p. 176 .. ; :I,iske, "The Great· ~1)ierr 

l?IJa 127 ~·G 
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of natural.rhenomana.C 49 ) Nyth and history as two opposites do 

not exclude a third possibili~y. a combination· of the two.(bO) 

':2he o~~lijo.h of Ahab's days was undoub·tecllJ! a realll·lst-e-

ricH.tl chara.cter who :performed a grea ~ na:Uonal service in his 

ba.·ttles for Yahweh. but alongside with him there may have been 
( ~1' 

a mythical character similar to him in some wr .. ~,.y. (1hen many of the 

deeds of Elijah became obscure. the wild spirit of poetry and 

e.dmira:tion combined l:iha two, magnified the relation awl con.nec·~­

io.nt imprt~ssed them upon the l'OIJula.r aonscious.n.ess until ·bhe 

facts and. the accr(ltio.ns both began to claim historical recoe;nit-

ion for one ind.ivicl1..1al.. Eence we have both m,yth and ll.iGtory in 

tihe descriptT.i!.on o:f ~.Uijah., 

~hero remains now, in ~ho historical investi~ation of 

. 
and heroes of Jewish history. chosen to be the favori~e of lore 

J.. G. Pro. IHJr, 11 i or tnight ly J ev iew" , 0 ct.. l'J CO. 
Go1d.s:ther, "f,iytll. of the J]:eb", Il· 22. 
There seems to be ~ difference bet~een tho 2lijah of 
Kings and the,t of J\~S-lacJ:J.ai, as indeed .Toh.n Lightfoot, 
claims tho two to bo two different charac~ers~ -
"Horae EebraicaP- in "~ven(;e 1. Inca c !! , ch. I , 1'7; c:L 
rt11 ll1.rc.} "~'ll'<:'l.S <>'r·n H '"" 6'F • T'·~&,.,:·l'll"'ll n''alll''n, .,..,l . ....:4' "- .t.~ v , .l~J .. c~ t ... u v 8- J. .- Ll , , .1: .L w o L 1 ~ , J.. .Lo. li 1!:1 ..~.'.1 J_ ...... 

.t8.llU11
, Int;ro .. IJ.12, no'Ge 1 .. 
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\'JHY 1iVAS ELI J.AH CHOSEN 
HERO OF JEWISH LEG]}l'\TD 

The problem-- Blijah's mysterious life 
~- Origin of Elijah -~ From the tribe 
of Gad -- ~lijah a Benjaminite -- Nlijah 
a Driest• of the tribe of Levi -- J.\n an­
gel of s.uperna.:bural oriein -- li. wander­
ing hermit -- A miracle worker -- Ap­
pearances and dress -- The geography of 
&lijah's habitation-- ~he 'translation' 
-~ Ch~mpion of Yahweh -- ~he prophetic 
w:ti tars: -- Champion of justice -- Fo;x:e­
runner of the li te1·ary prophets -- Mes­
sianism -- Elijah of Malachi -- Summary 

Already in the Biblical legend Elijah is peauli,rly pro-

. minent. The Biblical compiler devotes a great deal of time and space 
' :, 

far t.he des·arip·tion of' Abraham and Jacob. eun:ph~~ises the dramatic 

peF·so.n6.li ty of J. oseph. elaborates upon the greatness of I,:oses • pre­

serves the writings of Isaiah, Ezekiel and other Drophets, narrates 

in detail the experiences of Deborah or 3amsoll, !.:ordecha:t or Job, 

an~ many other religious and national pers·onages, yet the brief . 
htstory of Elijah is peculiarl;y fascinating and outstanding. Jacob 

was in close rele.ti.on with God, Moses J?Sl'formed miracles, Amoa f'ought 

for Yahwe11 and justice. yet no one has captivated the fancy of the 

Bibliaal compiler as did Elijah. .. ':i:he description is full of the wo.n­

de:rful and the r.a.vsterious; his activities ax.·e spiritual even in 

·their arudeneas, romantic in their barbarity •. 

But ·the person of Rlijah gains even greater prominence be­

~o.n.d Ribliaal records and times. When all other aharaaters of Bibli-

Qa;l history. as it were. tsk.a a baak seat. or are pr.ey to oblivion, 

Elijah sta:nda out \prominently. His memory is. continued to be aheJ.•ish­

ed. his history is augmented_ his life extended. Talmud speaks of 

him passionately. Medieval lore adorns him with endearing legends 

- - - r·--



and faithful missions, mystiais.m speculates about him, and until 

the pres·ent day, in circles where Jewish ·tradition and conscious­

ness is still a living force, Elijah lagend is fostered, elabora-

ted and a.ugmentecl .. 1.'Jhat were the elements in the history of .Eli-

jah ·bhat made such an :i.nd.elible im:pro~sion upon i>he imagination 

of the Jew'? Why was JHijah oho3en hero of J e•wish lore and i;ra­

<:~ dition? 
·~· ... 

The firav thin~ one becomes PWare of in the study of 

. \ ,, .i.Uijah is h:Lo mysterious t3..nd extraord.inary life. Undoubtedly a 

iraat deal Jf that is prod~aed by the legendar~ elemBnts of his 

desar:i.ption, yet ·one canno·t help but feel ·that Elijah originally 

must have bean a u.n.ique, fearless and striking, almost supernatu­

ral personali t;~r invoking all the miracles and wonders of his time 

in his; des.aript,ion. But ~H~t;R~~~M&1si16At;f'isainating material be­

fore him or not. the tradition following the Bible possessed it. 

J 

...... -., 

To the generations of post-Biblical times. Elijah asme as a fanci­

ful personality in vi tine imagination and. specula tio:n. 

Taka the origin of Elijah • Nothing is known or said 

about i·t in the Bible. In a. time when he WtlS mostly needed he came 

down as i:f from heaven .. Does later legend overlook it? No, but 

ra·ther deveJ.ppes: theories, elaborates, fills out ·the gaps, deduoes 

:fsot s imtil a great impressionable legend literature is built up 

u:won. t.his fact alone .. In the same manner legend must have been imp­

ressed by other faats of his mysterious life. As proof of this 

a.rgumen·t 1 shall g.o in detail into the ori&;in of J!!lijah • 

There are four- prevailing theox·ies about the origin of 

.llllijah. All of them developing out of implications in the Bible. 

As Friedman points:. out, ( l) the Rabbis ware not interested in the 

l. ___ _ 
------------·---

(1) Ta.nna d. Eliyahu Rabbah v-Zuta, lntro. P• 12 
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gan:eology of Elijah. not more than they oared :for the oriein of the 

other prophets or leaders. But it was because of the impression 

Elija.h made and the folk-lore he invoked that his origin was in­

dulged in detail... 

One theory makes Elijah a descendant of the tribe of Gad. 

Proof fo·r cthis t.heol~y is in the Biblical reference of Elijah as a 

Gileadi te. ( 2) Also from .Bilijah' s rela.tion with liilisha who is also a 

Gileadit.e. It seems .Elijah· knows of his successor even before the 

latter is a.nnointed .• ( 3 ) The river A.liaba nor~ of .t:\Jas·!;ia.h belong­

ing t,o t;he tri'be oj: Gad, i.s identified with Elijah .. (;~) That Elijah 

is from the tribe of Gad is the prevailing opinion of Haggadah.(5) 

Thera may be historical basis in this t.heory, for Gad and Gilead 

are use(l synon~mously i.n a number of places in i;he Bible. In fact 

Gad is tal~en ·by some scholars as an a.bbrevia. tion of Gilead .. ( 6 ) 

' Another ·t;heory makes 1Hijah a scion of the t;:r~:l.!Je o:'L :BmJ.·~ 

jamin., a daeaendant of' Rachel. He lived in J erusalam in. the Lis.h­

kath ha-G.ozi·b.h. wh:lch was in 1;.he tar:citory of Benjamin. ( 7) Thj.s 

t.heory was va~j.fied by Elije,h hir:nsf~lf • a.t one time when the Ra'bbis 

Wel?.e di r3c:usedng his origin .. ( 8 ) 

But rtlOErt;_ of Hagc;adic srJeCUlf:l:tion- wo.s on ·the two follow­

ing theoJties, which are wildly legendary. One theory is that Elijah 

descande<1 f.r·om ·!'.;;he t . .r·ibe of r~evit (9) hence lie is a :priest.(lo) 

(61 

( 7) 

Ra.shi ·to I Kings XVII, 1. 
Rashi ·t;a Kat. 105b ; Mad.:rash Ru-th, p .. 64b ed. Amstredam. 
~a:phthor vo-Pera~ ed. :Lunz, p.311. 
Barash .. R .. end of ch. LXXI and XCIX; Midr. T'ehilirn on 
P·s .. XC, i_, ad. Bubar .. :P• '387:;:·~Q.anchuma .. n .. ., and~\!.>); 
Num. R. cn.'XIV, 
Dr ... J~l~a.n -~\:or~enst.er.n in hi.s course on the llexa·!;eu:th 
held thls .. o.pin1o11. cf. J. E .. vol. V, p. 544 
T'anchuma 'foi.UJ'I ~:;,; E:x. R. XL; Yoma. 12:a ; G·en. R. end of 
ch .. LXXI; Yalk. to I Kings, p .. 208 
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He is the s;:;me person as Phineas,, Aaron 1 s uncle, ·the Ye.1b.wa1hl zealot 

of the wilderness.(ll} That he was a priest is evidenced from the 

fact that Elijah would not go near the dead.(l2} From the fact he 
( 13)• ate the ~irst portion of the bread from the widow of Zarephath, 

also from the fact. that he lived in Jerusalem in the JJishk.ath ha-r; 

Gazith.(l4) In the benedictions for circumcision, Elijah is called 

priEHlt., and ·the same idea is carried out in ~3ome of the 3abbath­

nieh t hymns .. ( 16) 
j, ( '· i ' . 

'.U.he identf-t.y vv.i·t:h Phine$.s undoubtedly originated. in ·the 

si.rnilari·t.y in sorne of. the actions of the two. Both zealous for 

IQ!lJ.w.a.h.( 1 6) Of Phineas i·t is said, lfHe wafm aea.loU~3 with ~.1y zaal',"( 17) 

the srune is sa.id of Elijah, "I have been very zealous.'"( 
18

) Both 

kill those who worship other Gods. Elijah is also identified with 

Phineas in Chria·tia:a.( 19 ) and Mahomsdan legends. ( 20 ) 

The lt2. st theory ie; the.-t Elijah. is an angel ( 21) - a super-· 

na·bura~ being. He is. ·'"wi·~hout. father and withou·t mother. without 

------~-,.---------------·-----....... ...;.. .. __ ... "1"_"""'-~------- ·---
( 8) s. Eliyahu R .. :p ... 97 also; s. Eliyahu z. p. 199, ed. Friedmem .. -

2he Rabbis were speculating as to the origin.of Elijah, ~ 
when he appeared and informed them tihat he was a descen-

(9) 

( 10) 

( lll 

( 12~ 
t 13 
l4l 

t 15) 
J..,Q.} 

( 17) 
( 18) 
( 19) 

dent of Rachel and the reason for asking the first part 
of the widow's bread was not that he *as a priest, but it 
was to indicate tht:rb in l!.essianic times l!lli;je.h. will appear 
before Messiah ben David, the widow's son. 
Pesi~i;a Rabosi IV, sec., 1 ;""~~ nj'"')- just like lv;1oses a 
descendent of I...evi has delivered Israel, so will :Ililija.h 
Babe. I.:ez.ia l?• 12la;: Tan11.a d .. ~1. E .. XVIll :-c .. 9? f:f .. ed ... 
Friedman; Pirke H. ~1. p. ?13 note 9 ad. Friedlander; 
Book of the Bee, ed. Budge, p. 70 
Yalk- 'OM)$) ; l?irke H .• illl. chs .. 29. 40 and 47 ~ 1Iidr. on 
Erov. IX; Tium .. H. in coxi.nec-Gion 'Nith tihe t:J"~).""~ 
.Baba Lle zia 114a. 
jl~O be lone; 2 to tihe rriest, S!l!l Onl;y he may lha t it .. 
B.~.ba. ll:~ezia l14a, ~CoBefta. 
~·~~ 1~;:) e 1:Jb n s.w· 
.~irke R • . llil. p. 213 ed.Priedhlnder 
l'Iu,n •. X:XV, 11 
I i>-in,?;S, XIX:, lfJ 
Epiphttnes, "Adversus Haeres cle Aheres, It PP• 3, 33 r.v -
Inijah son (}f the hi2;b.-priest Achimas; :r.mtru.s Daminnus 
ad Nicolaum II, Liber I ep. 6. 

11' i' .. 1 ': 
·1 ,. 
i 
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des:cent, having ne.i ther l)El(;inning of da;ys neither end of life • but 
( 21_~) . 

made like unto the sun of God ab~dind forever." lie was sent down to 

the world in the form of a ms.n. when his pro:phecy was needed.- and 

when his mission accomplished he was: tal:cen bHck - "'tr(:lnslated" -

he never died.( 22) While hi.s .erea·t work was during the sinful reig.n 

of 1\.hab he appears at all ages when the neecl is e;reat. He appeared 

in the form of Phineas whe.n l.srael was i.n ·the wilderness o:f P.aran. ( 23) 

he appeared as an angal to Gideon whe:n Israel was threatened by Mi­

dian, he was on earth during the r·eign of David, fough·t the· grea·t 

war for 'Y:ahwah in ·~he days of A}Jab, and will appes.r in hj.s glory 

• 1\f" i i. . { 24) m 1n ~ass an. c tfmes. ~his the~ry is obviously based on the 

Biblical legends .illlijah leads a mys.te.rious life, his origin n<.art 
( 25} 

given~~ nor is. the.re mention made of his offspring .. · Christian 

legend describ~1d the supernatural origin of Elijah in its own pe­

culiar wai• He was born -to 3oba.caha surrounded·by fiery a~els 

who fed him with 'blazi.ni} flames. His father alarmed .• went to ~ern­

salem to inquire ·the high-prie~3t abou·t this phenomena. :Che high-

:prie.s·t informed the father ·bhat i·t was an indication of the divi-· 

ni.t.y of. Jli.lijah. :.Che father called his son Yabershua, and only after 

the experi.enc.e.s on Mt .. varmel was he named ·l11lijah .. When finished 

-------....... -· ,._,__ __ ... _____ .... ,.. ____ ..... __ ....._ _______________ _ 

( 21} 

'r~~~ 
( 22-l 
( 23} 

D'llerbelot, "Biblioth. Orient." Arts. "Finhns" and 
nllian - Ralbag I Kings, 17 c~on"ce.nds that 1 hineas is 
not Elijah because both are included in the four that 
are to rehuiihd. the terr1:ple in the t1essit:u1.ic times. Same 
idea exnressed in 1.ra..nchurm on onl~ 
Yn.lk., to OTll5l; Bechai' s commenta.:cy to Hum .. 25; Gen. R. 
60 ;~:anchnMe. eml of .. .n f:'Jl:l.; Yalk. Reub. p. 9b e.d .. f~mster­
da.m ; s. JGliya.hu H .. XI p. 55 ed ]'riedman 
Heb. VII, 2-3, cf .. Ru·th R. verse 3- A ~:droilar origin 
is a~crib~d to Nalkizedeck, ~essiab ben David and Enoch. 
- J. FJ .. vol .. 8 :p. 450 col. 1 
Ha-J?ardes p. 16~> Rosenberg, ~~..:J)";l ,7'.~ ,1ilQ p .. 9 
~his the~ry also'identifies him with Phineas and logi& 
cally on [Jetter grounds tha.n the former theory. As an 
angel it is vossible for Zlijah to flourish at differabt 
l?e.riods of time.,. 

I . 
I 
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with his mission in the times of Ahab he was"translated". But 

lnijah s·t;ill li vas, he will COll'LB back at the end of ·the world's 

existanc:a accompanied by Enoch and J. ohn the Ba.ptist when he wi.ll 

be crucified on the cross.(26) 

It is interesting to note that the different strains of 

legend contending for the descent of Elijah. Re is claimed by the 

north, by the Ephrairni1;e grOUil who r.w.ke him a BenjaMinite. The 

East claims him,and he is ~ada a descendent of Gad. The priestly 

group has a claim by making hj.m a priest .. T'he mystics s,pprop:d.ate 

him by mald..n;s him ''n angel .. In the effort of making them their o·vvn 

each section tties to outdo one another by legendary calculation, 

&.s a re.sult; the impression of Elijtilih is c,aining fox:ce. 

But beBid.e the mysterious orihc,in of Elijah there ware other 

roman·tic factors in his life which contributed. ·to his poruJ.arity 

and made his person especially adopted for le~end Material. He 

leads a life of a v;a.nderin[S hermit; r'lakes his e.bode in the caves 

of mountains or by the brooks ~f the desert,(e?) or elsa incognito 

Sf:lekslOCiging amOH(; the poor ftHd rGYJS.rds liberaJ..ly for their hOSpi­

tali;~y. ( 28 ) Jii.~t o·ther timGS he is nourishe'-1 in n mysterious way o-s 
( 2<J) ravens or an~els. ' 

'~hen he ·rerforms miracles -~ m:Lra.cles of a poouliar nature 

---------------·--· -------------------------------
( 24) 

c 25) 
( 26) 

( 2.7} 
( 2.8} 
( 29} 

Seder Olatm ch .. lE and 17; Koheleth R. 10 sac .. S'f-\~-
o ... s •o .:>;l 

Ya.lk. Reub .. ..JY'\!1C,C,'"")::\ ad. Amsterdam 
l?seudo-~j)_gyoth .. De Vita Prophetorum ; Aegid.ius Camera­
thus ttDe Gert is Eliae ch3 sec. 5, Bo 1a.nd ibi<.l ch. 1. 
sec. 1 
I l(' vvrr ~ f'" -lngs ~ , J ·x. 
Ibid XVII, 8 ff. 

X ·r.,- 8 ~·f )... .. ...:;.,. J. • 

Ibid XVII, 4 ; XIX, 5-8 

.• ,! 
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and of great irtmorta.nce .. He eP . .n transform a small 11ua.nti ty of food 

into abu.r.i.donca( 30 l - a miracle that rnade Jesus popular. Hut he can 

also withhold rain, ( ol} a dreadful tllinr; ... He can also resurrect.f..;:·.l 

B thing never heard of before. 

His appearance tools rather stran~e. Girt in but a mantle 

of sheep-skin about"'1.oins and a leather belt, this hairy man stri1res 

a rather sava~a and barbaric,fi3ure in the civilized North.( 32 ) 

~Chen thE3 very placaslJ"is ide1Yliifiect wi·th, lend themselves to 

romantic speculation,,ake the brook of C~erith by ~hich Elijah ~or 

some time made his abode.(33) ~his brook is identified with the UQdy 

Kel·t( 34) which descendr:1 el~.stiliiard froM tb.c? hich1aw':l of Judah nnd opens 

on the j'llain of the Jordan n,ot f:ar from Jericho .. 1 t furnisheB a r-~o sti . 

fascinating scene. This glen is one of the wildest and most romantic 

spots in :Va.lestine .. C 35) Gilead itnelf witlJ. it·:· ·wood.s nnd mountr.ins 

mel ~na the hero Kt~ Horeb~ 

rinell~ tho end of Elijah's c&roer. :at like all indivi-

d.UB.lS c100f; he uieP bn.t in f1 :['ior,y ':!hfJ.riOt he is tf:l\:Gn n:: to lH38VBXl• 
~G ·, ';··· 
Room for SDeculstion and ims.,;L1ation • 

But evan more si~inificant from the point of vie~ of le6 end-

materii-J.l are the activit ie :3 of :UiJ.ij eh. IPo remost amon0 these is Elijah' S 

( 30t I Kine) s XVII, 
(31) Ibid XVIlt 1 

the incident with the widow of Zarephath~ 

(32) II Kings l verse 8 
( 33} 1 Kings: XVII, 3 :ff. 
( o,i) 1l.Le ide:.1i.iit;y irJ not; 6'GJ1Grn1ly o.ccep~ec1. 'j!he :ceforo1wes 

-::1 ~ .... - 0 l ., ,_ -....... .. ...... 4. ... J • ., ., ' •. ' . ' 
I .. ,. u.I.U I .. .. , ·"'= :;p;.. V! .l CJJ l.l 0 8 f) no ·c f1 e; ro 0 • ,_ .. J. G.lJ. ill16 

locFi;:Lon of Rc:;~lt. 1he k of Kolt 1:::: o l1ntic 0.ncl ;lO~ like 
of Cherith. - J. E. val~ V. r. 121 col. 1. 

'\ '"' >-)) T,, J. .... ~, z" .,, n,,, ., .l VL c· Y'e .: ··t 0 ,-~ 11 J. J.l .. o 2 "" 
'lo; ... ~ , ""· C· _.J ~;::.; •--4 'j wl • l. ._ .. ;\... ) .,~... ~L J 1 ft ..L 1o ~ , t }'.!_;. 1 i.J ..., _. C:., .t,) 

T 
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I. 

jr::h r .... ld the lH"O_~·<hBl;s o:l BnrJl •. kt; li:i•e l;cn·J of LI.ClG Hr:.t:LowJJ..ist/ :;:;t:trt.Y, 

r t;l'<l'UT o:t' det;errlinecL ::.eo1Qilf3• l1e fJtr;.rtGl1 s rnovG!'Cnt :<~o:c uwlivilied 

C11l·l- ,.,,r,·v ,oo···10 Pt d].lP. 1J'l•; l'l' "'1'1 ·f3,,n <>1 "''·:: 0 ·~·Jo '·· " ., lJ · !_. ·-~ · \,• ·-A .fJ -'-- ~ ,. iJ -- f_ • ,.. Ct.. Vy t Ll d 
TOF10VE'r.'1. nn:j :Ll 

"';·i"!:- -.-- ,_.., )"-''· ' :t' 01' ')11. '-- .• .'. , ..... C:~ c_; ..... ,, 11' ~. c.""'o .,__ i- -... •'""' 1- '1 }• "'~ ~ ·t· "'· 1 . I , f' r_c,':d ...... " t1 • ~~ I r, J. '·' ·'-''-'' '" .t.<-... ,_; <·l.L ,,.r._,." ll .l c::C J<Jlt .,;;-~8 :L<JI'C8f:'1 

burn until l.iha be~tle ~ns wom&(3'i) 
./ 

Thiz strUJf:!,lG wF;s t1 si2,y.'.d.:U.ccn\; ev:o.ni£1. 1.} ;;_w l.L:ir:J"L~or;y of 

development.(~b) the deity of their ancestors nnd reminisuant de-

onl~ God of IPrnel.(39) 

-·-"!""'-· _________ ':'"" ___________ .,. _______________ ....,...v ... ~--------------·------···-...-

·n e ·t· e r "' 11 1·' ; "' 1 · () " .> e 1 " .. , ·1 7 7 ..r; 1·. o, J . .,&..,.;:)IJ' l J..\.~, n .~/" ·~ a 

'i'-·•~ 9,1,..,, II" l""l' '''1'1 1., __ .,., ·v'" II ; ··'-·•o .!! J. ..L- U 1Jt1..Llt ·~o ~ . .J . .y.t <·. A.L:J.)..~ i.Jc ..L.L.i.Lrl. o 

Jl1 .;s·l,,, nGr··e.r;+· ..:.1·-.iJc o··· Jc;"'''Jel" ··- ·1·L . ..... . .... v , .; c. ll- . 1 ~ -'·- ... •'· (,: J , J._l 4) .. .. 

J?ci,Grs, Ibid ].! .. 26<~: .uo~e o 



. 
VieweU. iron the phi.Josop.iJy of llistory oi :c; loter dnte tJ:li.' 

mission o:L 31ijDh i.:3 J.Lit;~.ly ;:dtsj~lici.cant~ 2rom the time .~Hij:.lh l'ro­

claime{H nliO\v loll0 .i:10ld .JG .(H1liWG8.CL liVIO orinionS'( 11 (-10} lDTO.el J:,er-

wer: in their midst nnG whose • ' "1 

z·J ~es .rL:.iu. ITflCtiCBS ~hCJ ~OVClored. 

ln proclaimi.ng Y~1hweh tlH7 only God. of IEracd, i;; cliDcoverr~cl its 

relit:; ions un:i.rJueness .. (<.H) It is natural in coneoquenco thD t t:i1e in-

CJ.iviuual thft c;r-ve impetus to tJH)se· results E:lwnJJ: 1)e ornnrnentcd 

with le~end and lora~ that. ever~thing he did be consiQered e~tra-

ordinary and ~irac~lous. that much wonderful be n~dad to what he 

actuall~ did.(42} 

But oven t;o the contemrora:rieP o:r iUijnh he 

and atiirnciiive, invoked their affection and i'sncy, He 

d i v in.e rov:;e r. He no(; onl,;,. ::·:co eln ir•1e{1 L:LFJ }WLwitle f:~ ~u ~ fou;,;ht fo:r 

t~em. lie was of ~he reorle Pnd anon~ the peorle ana took ur the 

n:oret UEliLe OtiLO.:c ;,~:o.~;.iJ.ets V.llo ~•WL;Gell UJ:Oil Y.,ilW8h G.llG tno .a8iJ ... 
God 

ionalAat the s~me time baran~yad nbainst all ritual, ~~ijah said 

:phim, o:r fl6t::inst i;hG Ashara and its sectual rites. all rillich was 

ado1"Jted. in the Ya-hweh worship. His grant uncompromisint; objection 

was the Tyrian cult,·th~ cult of the newly a~:rivad foreignor.(45) 

Hence* he roused the patriotici sentiment in his people, but left 

them undisturbed in their habits aml cuBtoms. It is t.J:lis that con-

____________________ .. __ ..,.,. ... ____ .,.._,,. _________________ . ______ , .. 
~ 40) I Kings XVII t 21 
)41) E~t~rs, "llist. of Rel." p~ 218 
~,.42) Kit :Vil,. "His~. of heb.u 1> 267 



;Gions 1;e 02 me large ~H1d 1', ide sprencl, ~}].A a e tn i J.r-: un ce rtnin ~~ nd 

' r8'110V8d t he ontrAnclLe<l ilir•1Self 88 Lhe b3i'O of r..i 8\'/i:·Jll lo~ce F.<bOVG 

;art~ Gnd wrlters to popularize sueD a CDaracter. ~he prop~etic 

wri tqr alwaJiB exalt am: those w.no charnJlione<l i'or ·:iahweh. 1hus the_y 

exalted Moses as the founder of Israel. the great lawgiver and ~he 

'greates·t prophe·t .. Tims. the.; exal·ted Samuel thc-:J ne:}ct cht-1.mpion of 

Yahweh after Uoses, as the first real prophet and e~en likened hi~ 

to r::oses. ( 44) ~2lm.s the;}' elaborf'l. tec1~1.JlOn Tiq.ijah, and urwouhtedly c1id 

even more to spre~:-ld his legend beside that of incJ..ucLlng his life 

in the prophetic writing.{45) 

No less a contributin~ factor in the lei~pdar~ develOp-, .. --
ment of :!Uijah were his tlC"fjivi·tieB af'l champion of justiceg a glimpae 

of which is given to us ~n the incident with Naboth. ~he story of 

Naboth rvray not be historicnl, bu·t it :i.m}'lies the tenc1encies of 

E.lijab/in view of _t;he historic si tua. tion of his day .. Ah.ab was intro­

ducing an up~to-date cpurt and wit~ it everythin6 concDmitant to 

an oriental court: its harem p,nd ik; differerit; temrles, its. luxu.r;y 

a.n.d. it ~: deS})O li ism. Bur.; 1 srael w~B a freedom lov Lj.c) people, de seen-

'""--· "' ~-------------------·-·-----



-cesser~ Go build R lCemple. 

:ccrmi(;te<l CiW :u.n6 ~;o lev,y 1Fbor • .Duli l:ic) IJo <1.o~,,:c1veCt oi la.wl itlheri-

t;ecl :from :petricia.n anc:estors 11 BIJportio.n.e<l to them by ·yahv,,-:Jh himself', ( 
46

) 

ws.s too nuoh. I.n the st:-;nd ~tlijah 'tooKin this matter he s·truok the 

consiexwe of the masses. ( 47 ) ~!he incid.ent of Naboth ·war-:3 unU.oubt;edly 

.oni.v one out of mt:J.ltY suc:h clespo·t;ic crimes, probe.bl,y 'the most draJtla.-

·tia On@. hence recorded~ Such tihings were :Lnevi·b.able to happen in 

a orHmt€Jl raourt against all of which fillija.h too1c issue, c~'Iling 

bac1{ the ways of the desert, when Yahweh was SUlJremA God • and justiae 

was me. ted out;.. '2hus a3ain Eaij ah wns the nat ione.list, the JJHtriot 
- ( 48' 

ag&inst thB foreignized king and court. 1 2uch benevolent acti-

v it ies easily lend thems;:;lv e s to .Legendi';;:·y ex.agge:rat ion e.nc1 JlOpu-

le.ri ty. 

the ._,reaL :~:1'o:c;.L.etlic movement. l~e strltll::; ~· ,~;·omin.o:~.,tlJ i;;o'tiV:eon i.iiH) o"ld 

8.llU rrofess10llf.i.l i;!L'Ophets I'.L1tl to ls~er liliero.:co~ l):COIJhei:;s.(f:l:\j} In 

he ir' Il.OSGessed '~ith God.' s ;::-piri·t t:Jnc1 followH Hii3 comno.ncls over 

'Y'Q1'''1{c<>J..''' 0 "'l.1U'1 Y•·'>-~'"':CS o1-·].;y·i0''1° ·~··o "·)'l.,i''·ic"".l (·'~'J1.=-'GJ.'' 0 (bOJ) c;·'-J..'.
1 ll•G· l

1
.!. { •• LV<> J_lJ..J CN ••• ~~ IJG ,. .J~ ... l.. .,t,, L--~ J J .Lt/ ),..1- iJ:; -~( ''-J t-)0 ~~ Ut J... ..., 

J..s diffaren~ from 0i1em. Ha ~elongP ~o no gild or class of prophets. 

- _...., ......... --1'1~,---

( ·i7) 
I : 8' ~ 1±, I 

( ~b')) 
(50) 

3b-

conRcience ana mind. v;hen he pr~::~.ys he 

---·-----..---------------------
"~he Lord forbid.Jit me • ~hat I 



j ,,, 'JlJ_ioti, fPJlls ini>o no f'renzie~s. lie secc)s Goc1 i.a a n,c;cill snwll 

voice". l.ike t.i1.r3 lii;e.:cn:c~' y;r·o~0hete he is 1ucrJ.leJ. fOl', UlJY,'elcomed, 

and indeyandent1 Like Ahijah Rnd ~ica benlmla he is not with the 

rulers ~ut agninst them, taking up the cruse yf the people. But even 

more thtHl L.J:1ij eh he L3 even l'l<3aL·wt lihe 110 OJlle, like Isaiah or Jere~ 

lt.e ir.:; on the r-3ide of Ynhwel1 .. In. tluhs cw :;·cve:J tlw Wf::;.:J for the lite-

nln .i.!jJ.ij&..i.J. is embodied Lihe ~1:cotsrot of Jl&.Gioual hill vd .. ic.iJ. 

I 

I 

and rrouJ oJ . . -
1 -'!JilC.;i~. ·c.L.eu OV/Ci ~. u IJJlG -. :co-

J. 

------~-------------------------·-------------~--------..:...._ ... ___ ...,.. _____ .. ____ _ 



'.ihe:co i~-; one mOTJ JncLor to be consiU.e.cod in. the srrend 

L'Elli~ious 11hilo sorh.Y of 1 r.-1:cno1 with tho o.evelormc nt u :C indi viduul 

$;es:consi.bili ty. If en i.n(ti vidual is not re spon.sible for ·the wrong 

·doing of his group of peor!le, but for hin own dec7ds, wh,y then do 

the :cigh~eous suffer? ·unless ther0 nust be tU1 erEl wl1en all 1vron5s 

::t. will be ri;5lltedo If bo d.o jus·tice is ·~;o follow Yahweh, then why is 

it b.hp.·[; the 1.:Uljust; rulers e.nd. the unsorupulous priestr:: prospe:r.·t u.n-

\ ·. 

less tihex·e ir;; going $o be H f!,'re~·t day of r e cko ni .l1B;'·r If Yn.hweh is 
·~ 

·the God of jus·tice then why is JGhere so nm.ch suffering in the f$roat 

world economy, unless ther8 i.s rt;oing to be a Mesf3ian.ia erao ~hus vJith 

·the prophe·tic ideals r~essittni~3m springs u:r in Jewish IJhilosophy of 

' religion. In the story of the resurrection of the widow~s son 

_) 

r-:.nd in th.c.. 11 trnnslation" of J.l.:J.ijl':1ll the:ce is an i.uclicatio.n of such 
{52} 

id.eas creeyd . .ng in-L 'JJ the J e'·. i Dh .religiou.B -phi ldlsophy o ~ · But while 

these iet eas r- re fa:i.n.t 2.nt'l unc1 efined ~;hen, they ·tnll:e <I ei'init e sh~1JJO 

a.ncl ±'arm in the tirno of I~alachL '.l}he J ev:ish l!BOJ.ile wc:mt through 

man~ tryi.nt?:, exrleriences. It was exiled from it '3 lE;nd tu-.i.L re-ins to ted 

and uow Rt58ill. ili iE; lDlJSing into a corru:ot Bocial Ol'ller. "Yloaltih is 

68,therell into the hanU.B oJ: the r:Jel:Cisl.l. fev;, Ute boet,y of' the reople 

lost zeel for ·thG .~e.rDI;le service. ~L1ha ~;1oriol..H3 hopes of tho former 

Ha.ge;g.i • Zacha.rie.h and Deutrt1ro- :u:.st11tlh hav o not lHl nn fulfilled ••••••• 

~Lalachai. is lliscourne;ed witil r·resent concU.tio.ns no:c does he see 

comfort in the ra~·t,. hence he look.s i'o:c hope in llhe :comf•inin6 few 

right;eou.s c;.ncl ~he fu tu.:r:e. :[1hero are fl·ti 11 a Godly fev. left who· con­

fer with one another and hope and look for Yahweh,. l 55 ) In them 

----.._ ____ .. ___ ·~·------ ------~-.... -----------·-------.. ---------·-----.. --
(52) Peters t "Heb, Rel." pp. 4t11-442. 
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( ·!14' 
is ·bhe hope o:f Israelo" r··' In his search i'Oi.r a strong reformer, 

his hope connects i·tself up with the history of Elijah's reforms­

the ou·tstnnding figure in the Ys,hweh movement, e.nd then he prophesies 

of the comine of Elijah to prepare the way fol' ·the great and terrible 

When I.:essia.nism becomes an e:cce:~rted truth, e.ll imagina-

tion and elabors,tion is showered upon :mlijah. The only prophet who 

resurrec·ted ·t;he innocent ueo.a. son of the wic1ow nnd who ended his 

cereer in a reculiar supernatural mrnnero Ee dia not uie, he was 

''tr&.n::3lnte<l''o lienee, he still lives and will retv.r.u when I.:or,;:;sie.h 
. (55) 
lS to ·ar-:c(:H1 ... r.. t:a.Nd did not 1Hijah live a li:fe of dGprive:tion 

~Jn<.l rovert.v, Buffered fox: hiB ri;;hteousnese, the V8J.'Jf elements 

th&l t will bring Messiah 'to the suffering mt=wses. Hence, wit!..~ 

.li;lijahJs mir&culous tmd mysterious life in general, his 

acti vit;ies as champion a.ud. Yahweh and jus·tioe, as first spiritual 

pror,het, together with the ·Cl'i tical rJeriod in whi.oh he flouri sheC.i • 

each factor by itself and all,: of ·them together cont:r.ilmted to) the 

wide spread o:f .ililijah. and finally when the !;:essianic hope wa.s add­

ed to his ··persoh - an idea that haptivated ·the minds of tlJ.e 1?GOple 

of the 1Rst few centuries of the ancierr~ era am ·the first centur-

ie s of mod. ern era -e.nd remained a pulsating j.deal in Judaism and 

Christianity - I~li,jah became the greats st hero and Jev.lish legend 

and lore. 

---------~ ...... ------... -. ..- ..... ~---- -------- ·-------------~-,-

( 53l 
1

54.·_ .. 
55 
56 

,(57) 

Malachi III. 1.6. 
l?eters, nHist. of Rel. n pp.,. 327-8 442... 
S~~ar ~ Olam. ll. XVII; Kid. 70a; Be~. R.XXXIV • 
l?J.r.k:e, R. El. ;p .. 239, ed .. .ll'riedlander .. 
l-l..ohen, n.:.:ona:~sohrift. n XII, :pp • 243-5 .. 

8; Succ!lf5a. 
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C IT A P ~ E R VI 

ii.LIJ Jdi I lJ '.CAlKu.D 
ld:f.O l£:IDLillVAL J~GJ~S 

Elijah legends travalina to Judah 
Elijah in Hae;t;ade.h -- The .Hazrsadio le­
gends d.if:i.·a:ren·t from the Biblical -- · 
Si~nificsnce of the post-biblical le­
gends -- Historicsl inrpor·banoe --­
'J:ransforrna ·tion of Elijah in l&&;end~:-­
The ·i;wo rerio<.lB in the ~almud.ic le­
gends of Elijah -- ~he ~ishnaic period 
·-- li}J.ijah precursor of Ma1.udah -- Eli-
jah in Talmud -- ri:essianic st.ories 
amplified -- Protecting angel -- Tea­
cher B.nd guide -- Mediator between 
:lj.eGven and ~arth -- Mor11l ~principle -­
Elijah,. s appearances -- .ffilij ah in mid­
ieval legend -- The supernatural ele­
men·t -- .Borrowing foreign elements -­
!he Messianic stories -- Visits to the 
:pious· -- Elijah the Wandering ;- ew --
In mystic literature -- Founder and re­
st(l))rer of KabbaJ.ah. 

Elijah was an attractive perso,nality, and as we observed. 

in the previous chaiJter, had. all the elemen·t;s in him that quali­

fied him for a national hero. But even more he came at the :psycho­

logical moment, at a ·time when israel began to praise its heroes, 
. I 

and fo.rmulia.ta its national ideal; at a time when l srael begar1 to 

create a literature and immortalize its leaders a~d. inspirers.(l) 

The pro,speri·ty brough;li in by Ahab did not last long. Civil strife 0 

re'bellion, and finally the crushing armies of Senacherib demolished 

and sea. t·tere(l the people of the North. The ideals and reminis-cence&., 

traditions and poetry of Isreal is entrusted to the people of the 

South - Judah i s to car r.Y on the d.lf1eams and hop en of the founders 
'i'i 

Of the people of Israel. Judah is a mountainous land and its inha.-

bitants like those of the Gilead region( 2 ) have reteined much of 

--~· ·~··-'> ....... ~; .. - ·.:.-----...........,.._ _______ _ 
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the des·ert lifg an(l mores. To them fl 1Jersonali ty like ~lij ah mag-

nified end made more a~tractive by QistAnce and time, had an 

appeal ~robably 3reater than it ever had to the cultured Norther­

lJ,er. lHij ah lived a life that the.v still cling ·to • '-n spite of 

' the commerce a.n<l industry which is rsridl;y chF.ni:;ing JudHh, in 

. .;.-. 

) 

.f 

I'···· 
··:.' 

spite of it;s tem I>le and court, ·the inhn.bitnnto of the South still 

adhere to the wHys of lille desert. and. J!Hijah beDomes a rrototype, 

an. ideal citizen of the xnou:,t.a1ns, and his legend. spreads and 

te.keE deep root in their imagination. J.r;.ter after an exile and e, 

reinstPtement to .(tR·!jj,or.i.1J:f. ind8J?Bndence • the great Talmudic lite-

rature 1Je5an its naliio.:::ml ce.reer, llal;)e;ad.ah could find no perso--

nage so populer anE'Lkm:rvmg .. ,so .·w13.11 sui ted for i·ts purposes ·bnan 

Elijah. Hence made him the hero of its desc.riptiont H.nd not oon-

tend~d as in the caRe of other historxicel personages. to describe 

merely his earthl,y life, e.nd to elaborete in i·te o·wn Yva.y. it cree4i 

te(l e. new J:J1.story of him,. which begin.td.ng with the":~rrmslationn 

e.uds only r.ith l;he clo~::e of the hi81ior;y of tho human rece~ ( :3) 

following them, wLich developed in n similrr manner in P Qiffor~nt 

background. are altozether different fro~ the BiblicAl legends of 

l'l'' !··}· ol··'··:tn·~l .. ~ 1'·,-' c•. ·n'' ,.,;.,• . "-}· """' ........ , .. , .~ u~LO 'J.LL •. vc. O.r IO J.blOU,·o l .. Uc:J]llrc:..ulOll u .l8,y nl8.J ·.,OllVe_y t or in 
' . ) 

t '\,.8 ·,.,B"''L··' .. '"' '-l' C l'q1l'r"S''l.Ollc< '-'~e·· m"'· ·~r.··o'1 U"B ~'d; J,l c.;.., o 1lj.O.lJ .l•.~J C .. ~.} · ~-' V..t....L J ulc 1•tf lj. V.. v • Unlike the Biblical 

le.:1e.uds iilWti are ·t~otnll,y unooncerned· e.bouti the hisco.:c;y of Elij~:.h. 

_._.,_.,.___....., __ ,. ___ .. _____________ ~-------"-- <---.. ·---~---------

( 2) 
(3) 

( 4) 

Vide supra PP• 14, 6! 
Kohan, "Monatschrift" XII, pp.· 241-242; 3. E. 
P• 122 •. col. 1. 
Gunl::el, nE.lias (3tc,.'' P• 3. 

Vol. V • 
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· a:ro .not; 

J2lw llatst,aclic legends t;o acquaint ;,you wiLn the rrophet but rather 
1\ 

becf1.use .l.!.IJ.ijah and hi:.; activi-~ies make up c:;ood subject .!"latter for 

ima~ination and speculation that he is used. ln the description of 

Elijah the lle.ggadist c:.ould pour out his soul; expresD his emotions, 

find soJ.ut;ions to his d.ifficuJ.·ties 11nd ree.lizatio.n for hifl hopes .. 

S.:.htbs popular hero, ancl z.ealous friend ~"J.nc1 champion of Israel and its 

Goa served the HagBBdist to brinB out his conception of Israel and 

shist thA legends ser1ad l·o 1'1''1-·e '1~R 1"10J"el-ieo .-."-"···~nc-'·-l·v(" ,, '- ._-; \.- L.1.. ,_ .1 ._, , .1.. ,.. o. v l;J. ,_ u ..._ ", popular. 

Iliad.expressillcl its admiration Pnd love for tl1e heroic nnd tnc ad-

B~d ~ustica-seokin~ Brittons ~old of R King ~rthur anJ hiR Round iobla. 

ets; its legends ·were woven rtbout a Hoe.h ana. 1.:1-n li.br~lham; [:! t:osGs s.nd 

an lUijah .. 

-- "'*""-.----·~--;;; .... ____________ ..,. _____ . ____ . _____ , ____ --·-----~ 
( 5) 

L 
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In thir:t respect t11e 1!0 s t-Biblicwl EJ.ij r·h le,Je.uds urH also 

· . useful hits tori aa.lly .. For in them is in}) lied the asx:dra:tions nnd 

longings of Isrnel, the clel'Jressions vnd exni·tations of tho Jew. A-

round the legenclnry r'orson of IHijah the homale:sc and enslaved Jew 
( 6} 

wecwed wit.h predilections his sincerest hor·es and ideals. . 1:la.s 

Lhe Jew :persecu. tecl and driven amon5 \~ht3 unwelcomj.n3' na tdons ~ then 

, he dream·t and SIJeculated of ~lijah bringing bo t;he world the great 

.. 

f 
I 

; ··.'·,' 

~Jlessiah. (?}ox· was he 13rowing powerless and insignificant ag[;ins·~ 
his g;reat militiary foes. then he wove a 1e€,end of the powerful 

armies of Gog e . .nd Kogog, ~B) to be defeated miraculously by r.:essiah 

ben Joseph ·the so.u of the widow of ~:arephc:tth whom J'!11ija.h hs s re-
{9) 

vived'o Was. he longil:lg after his :CE;mple ritual anU. St.?.crifice, 

·t;hen l1e far.Laied :r~lij ah offering unin terx:u:ptedly ·the dnil~ s~wfi:t'ice 

(10 l 
in Heaven .. " Was l:t..fe on thJ. s ee,r·th go t·~:' .. ng difficult o..nd mer;m-

i.ngles r:., then he though-t. of lUij ah leacli.nt; the rit;;h teo us souls to 
' ) 

th 1 t ' TI .1 i t J.l '11 } f ' f t h ') air honoree sea s J.n J: ar2"'. sa. _ .: ~~as 10 H ·ear au. o · · e .~.-.omal1 

f30Vern.ment and officials, then he invoked Elj.je.ll to; his ro suce 

giving advice nnd :protection :from the extortionists .. ( 12 )v;as Jew­

ish solidr1rity in danger, then he placed rebuke nnd caution in 

the mout.h (l)f Elijah ... ( 13} Or vm.s it o:i' :lab bath - the dny of spiri·ti-· 

ual reunion~ of peace and respite - that the Jew wanted to use. of 

the joys today invoked or ~f the difficuilities and ~riaf it brought~ 
( 1tl) 

then he fancied Blijah gm~rclinc; the l)ious o 11se·rver of Sa.b bath, 

(6l h.ohn, "li!J.o.nat:=whrift, 11 ~Gl, p. 241.. . . _ . 
'7., . l~rub., , __ 43s... :ll:i.,4 .. a _ ~~J?ra, r & bo, . o.ls. o Vide . lnirz:~~? :iJ• ld 
~u lieb .. .J;"l!OC. of .J.L:L;,)ah, .Du·tte.nwJ.eser, p. 2.10- :Jl. 
~9 Yer, Bar. IVt 9b. 
llO) Yalk .. Reub. 4,.9;".5 Jln~\11 art. 'fl'~~ ; Emek l1D.-l.ielech 

end 4Jf Chap. 65• Sec.Yt~rflil o'=>J>' 

-~ll) Retub. 77b: 
12) Aboda,zarah 1 lBb. Ibid 17. 

,13} Yer.- Sheb. IX 60. 
(14) Pesi~. R. XXIf; Yer. Bar. II. 

i":!.'. 
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( 15) 
visit .. tng ljhe jo.~ous synagogue nnd. blessing blissful home. 'The 

e:xal·ting fa·ther entering hi:s; son into the covenant of Abraham, honor­

ed Elijah with holdin~ his ba'be before circumcised. ( 16
) ~he joyous 

:free-mfl.n oomrnemorating· the grc·HJ.t liberation from ~gypt at tho Seli:ar. 
c· 7) 

i.nvi ted Elijah to :parta.ke in his rejoicin6• .L O:c waH i·t ·the Torah 

... the· grea.tes·t inheritance of Isrnel - that the Jew wanted to empha-

sizet then he told of Elijah's sol~ing th~ subtle and ~ifficult , 

. t ( 18) . . •·. , c1 • ( 19) li "" i i , ' . ; ( 20) 
11o~n ·s, v~s~ ~J~ng co~e a as· em;J..es, en gJ.l ;en l1f3, 1JJ.1e errlng • 

. . . . ~(21) 
00'll 1 b f"' ~ .,.. le"'rnel 0"' "11Sl'·lef'_ ... _r· ·::e'·led 1Jy tl'l0 do·•~k .. r,.,;;u-.~e. i;;ho c./. o. · e -·"' l enc. vL.e . .c;J. · ·. t.< • ... "' ~ .. ,,...,... L ... y ... • '" 

Ja~ hed to liliok for consolation and pride in his glorious p~st.~ then 

1 1 b ' ~ '''li" l t d - d ' ·t ' ' Bi'·l' · 1. t·' ( 22) w e.a ora~aQ upon~ .JBl'B won ers an. VlC or1es ln · o.1cu lmes. 

Thus in every lagend woven s.bou.t the y:flrsrpn of IUijah a mon1ont of Jew-

il!lh spiritual his·tory is recorded .. Every story gives utterance to the 

emo·tians of his soul anc1 mirrors the vioiss.i tudes of his existence • 

In this connec·tion it is interesting to note the change 

the descriuti.on of I~lijah un.derwexrt in the oourse of J·awish history. 

'£he moro de::peudent t;he Jew beoame, the more he was persecuted» ·the 

milder and warmer became ·the legend of' Elijah. The stern, unra1ent-

less. merciles.s and zealous JUijah, who slayed cold-bloodedly the 

four hundred and fift¥ Baal Prophets on Mount Carmel, when I sraal 

15) R. Nissim, "I-Iibbur Yaff'ehn pp. 9-12. _ ~ . , 
16! Vide I.nfre., :P.a.rt; II,. Ohapt. nGuardi __ un Angel'' J?i~· ~b f:f. 
17 The n.E1ijah Cup'! is put up on every S·edar ~able. 
18 Yab. 102-b, Men. 45; Zohar III, 27. 
19} S.edar ~Y.:liyahu R. IX, P• 49·, 51; 14, p. 70, ff' •. XVIII t 

J?P• 95 l':l,nd 'oJ9, f'f. ad. Friedman. 
(2/li} Yeb. 63a; MeB• 15b,; Kat. 106e.. B. ~.:eziah 85b. 

Num. R. IV,_ Vida Infra. "Teac.hor ~u1c1 Guido"• rr· .. 109 ff. 
(21) l'irke R, na. I. 
( 22) On the three years fc,mine • Sanh. ll~~a • Yer .. x. on 

the ravens • G·en. R. 38; :ij:ulin 5fh On the son of l.ihe 
Vf,idow, Yer. Bar. IV, ~b_. Ctn ~p,a Garmel incident, 
l~11anchtuma~ ed. Buber4 Ji ... x. R. 11.XIX; Agge.d.ot Bereshi t 
"' ap • 7o, Tanna d. IUiU.ahu R. XVII. • ' 
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w:a~ a atronf$ na-tion, has changed to the lnildness of an &.ngel• when 
"• 

Israel was 'lowncast and. exiled .• In the course of cer.rturias. as tl1e 

fate of the Jew was declining, ~he stern frown on Elijah's f&ce has 

a.isappearecl e .. nd with a. smilc-J on his l:tiJS, full of humor o,ml kind.ness 
c 23) 

he Wftndered about among his reo:ple, 
( 0;) 

a comforter in need~ a friend of 
! . ,, 

\. (." ·:L 
tr2.e poor nud afflicted,. a ~unrclian of 

( Ef); 
warns them ngainst evil, vleads for 

( ,. ? \ 
them I: rom temy,·t;ation,';::: 1 ancl prspcHe s 

the chilcl.ren PnJ innocent, 

them before God~ 26)protects 
for the great deliverance~ (

2
B) 

The .i!:lijah of i~lw.b 1 s days, who because of .his zeal for "Yahweh is ·~aken 

t.o B.saven by the .ui·blic~11. narrato:c a.ncC is brough·t ba<.}k a6 cd.n to the 

e~.::r·th by ·~he lee-ends of the ~almud, Medievt-tl 1\.ges ax1d IJ~odern :Cimes. 

It is ,n earthly event 1Ghat Elijah~ s inte:.r.es·t~> are most; fl.>eque.utly 
( 29) 

m~nifested from post-Biblical times and onwo.~d • 

. Roughly srJeo..ki.ng, t.lla. ElJ..jah legends of the Talmud may 

be divided into two periods. The Mishrmic period beginning w1 th the 

pronouncement; of l\'!.alachi and ending v;i t;h ·the oadifica~ion o:f the 

Mishna~ ~.o.ntaining the rtessianio legends of Blijah. and ·the ~nlmudic 

P(ari.od beginning with ·the codifi.oa tion oi' ·the ~~ashna and ending with 

the close of the '.ralmud. In iJhe le..tt;er period .• while Elijah is a·till. 

oo.unecterl withEe ssianic ac~Gi·vi·bies .• his &f-.real:ier work is thn·t of a. 

Gmu::cli~~,n 1i.ngel ·bringing hell) whenever i·t ln .needed and. enlightenmtHlt 

whereevGr it; is wanting .. 

---------------=-------=-.. --------------·-·-·--------~------
J;_; . .l\lec .. ,) ;a, :..e·c. o .. 0 • .l!.i ~ya.1u h· ..:;.. , lJ• 1 , OCte _.,r~euman .. ( 2_, l .,,. ·J.. r:ct lr ' r2·b -, ""1' 1 ·" 'rV ''.16 1 

·r:1 • , 

( 2"1. Yalk .. .cluth, GO 1; I.:id.r .. ~\uth ,.:u.tn, ed. Buber, near end.. . 
(25· Yalk. Heub. }l",r.n , 
'Z6} ~edar Olam. Uhapt. ~VII. 
1 27) ·--- ·'li · ' v·r "5 .-J ,_

1 
• -, \ ·<~·• .4::.1 ya.rJ.U lo.o t }.h ,:; ~ 0u • .1: r~Ol\nl8,llo 

( 28}, ~esi+ •... RD8_osi, (.)hl;l,}lt • \1/~ltll .illduyoth VIII, 7 • .L:..ro;y'o·th l2a. 

( 20) 
dots. 13a4 Dar i~.mi., 11 0sG u. ;Jest 11 lV, J?• ~h75~ 

J·rtlv:?.• "Gesoh. <1. JuLien." Ill, 1)• 217 ff. 

I· 
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At no time in the history of the ancient world were the hares 

status than in the last century of the o1d era. liot only Israel, but --
the entire world looked for a chnaBe in conditions. a rudicul change 

wl.tich ce,n be brou1,1)1t about only by r:. l\~essiah. ( 
30

) ~he Prophets of 

ls:reel did not. effect a social reform. !i'he l)hiloBophers .o :t Gii:e.eca 

brought• rw solution. ~he conq,ues lis of Persj.a petered out wi·th no e .. c-

coml!lishme.uts. The parlj.men to.rians of Home onls brought moro misery 

·to ·th(~ .mass!l.fs t~.nd. smaller reO]!le. The entire HnciEul·t world look.ec.l for 

a ~assiah nt the period of tha rise of Ohristianitye It is at that 

bime that the x::.essia.nic hO})BS in Is:r:·nel :ceac1un1 !;heLc llfi.gh'th, fmd 

~c;, 1 • • . J • ~ .~ 1· T• o~ 'l l i ( 31 J .!. ' I-} f .!> 
1 1 I • i • .l!i ~J S..t:l. )?.I'O C •• D.J.lnBu. JY J.-./3, t=tC 1 vO DO 'll :l6 ·-oreru.nnal" OJ!: l:i lEI ..• a SEl l).lllC 

unflinchingly for the ~prese.rvCJ.tion of the true worship of Israel at 

a na'ciona.l c:r.i8i s in the time of Aha. h. will nurely come to Rid lsrf:'tel 

. , '1 ll'' • l ( 3 ~}') ~· 1 1 ,~ . t 
'IN hen \~he nev; ord ('H' is nDhered ~n oy 'li 1e !h88 sla 1.. '· dO c o se y i.:Jn 

ou ~ ~Uijah conlcl not be concoi vecL, ~hus:, 1.iVhen J esuG a:r>y:.:eared, claim~ 

ing. his Lassianic mission, bhe people askod io.r ~lijah as proof for 
. ~ ,. . . ~ ' ~ ~ . . ( ;)3) 

his claim .. Ji'·or lWW eon s, Les-:nah ar~·on:c WlL1l.LOu1i .;UlJnh'L' 

.illlij ah.. \'!hen mentioned he is :1f:lvn:;,;ys identified ·wi t;h the Taij al.l. of 

\\'' 1 ,, . '34l . . 1 ~-..a ac..r.~.l~._ However,, ~tlw legends e,bov . .'t E.lijF.ti'J. o.t (<he,i.i :reriod. must 

'Z{l) 

( 31} 
( ~) ~~) 

( 3:3) 

--------------
Grtlbz, "Gesch. d. Judent" Ill, p• fll7 ff .. (2nd :L~d ... ); 
3 irnh • '18, 10 ·to, 11. 

mw.pt; .. III, 23. -s • ..t.i:liyul'lu n .. and~~. ed .. FrieU.man. IJ• 21- llt D.ll 'times 
whenever tho r:,efJsia.nic ex.pects:bions were high J evvish lore 
was productive of ~lijuh stories. -~· . 
1:e.rl~ Vlt 15; VIII, 28 .. re.i'i·t. xyri, 10~ .John I,; .~9t -; ~c :~.s 
for the s1:1.me reason thB.t John 'lJhe BnpliJ.st was ld.entlfJ..ed 
with Elijah· · 

I. 

·.I 
. I, 



· h@.Ye been numerous and popul@,.r €t s is seen from the knowledge tho 

people hud a.bou t Elijah when Jesus F:ppc~s.re.d. Prom the IJOpula.ri ty Hnd 

a g:t•ea:b number of E.lijah•· s stori.e s, the l.i terature of the next pc~riod• 

and $he familial' way in which he is spoken of. nowhere in the Talmud 

is there a description or an introduction of the oharacter of Elijah. 

:mverybody knows him, even more, he is so well known thn.t hi.s nome is 
( 35) 

sho<i!·tened from t ;p~l( to ii"' ... SI> .. 

The '.ralmudic period not only enlarged and developed U1e 

V:" l~lijah legends, but also put it d.own in writing, £Uld in the Haggadah 
(· 

( 

,(. 
of the '..[lalmlid, we hnve a large and rich collection of lUijah legends, 

anecdo·tes and stories. In this period. 1 Eli.jahls activities wi·th re-

ge.rds ·to Messianic:: ·times are emphasi.zedt ela:torated and en!Jered in­

to in dete~il. 1'lms, not; ohly is lt re:Latied thn't he will t?.p:cear bEdore 

xLessit:~h and the many things he· will ®o, ~:mel the mire.cles he w:Lll :pe:r-

form, bu·IJ it :i.s s.lso calculated ·Do 'the mi.n.u test a.e·ta:i.l. the time of 

Elija.ht:s arrival. bhe M~·tes upon w1d.ch· he can not,f1-l'l?ear end 2ther 
. . ( 36) 

such specul~tion._ The Kass:tania hopes, however, of this period 

are waining S-!+d subsiding.. This hope pushed .to a ree.,:j.it,y caused many 
.tlv.ul~ 

of ·the Jews to go over ·~o Christianity. On the othe:r.· Jewi.sh veople 
1\ • 

were ra:p:i.clly adopting thems<?l ves to their soci~l and poli·tict:4l si tua.-

tion. Tl'J.ere wa;s no political or national hope for ·them. hence ·they 

looked for hope and inspira:tion in the ethical~ moral and religious· ___ . ________ ..,.. ______ .. __ ,. ___ , ____ .. ____ ....._ ___ _, ... __ ._ 
! ~~4) Shekalim. II, 5. · Baba Mezia. 29b.; 20a. 

351 Friedman, S. •. Eliyahu n... vZ. pp. 12 • 20. · · 
,3E)) .&rub,. 73a .. Sanh .. 98a; Yer. J?esachim III, 5b~ Peshachim 
, ', 13a - thus if one makes a. vow '1 ,.,. )'3\U -o , ... ·..., .. n "')>;) 

, I:::.;. )'.:::t he can drink wj.ne on Sabbath and Holidays,.. 
UW}. He. is calla& "'£he bird. of heaven" ... l?s. VIII ~} .. -· be-

cause of {~is freaue.q:t visits .- Iiddr. ~ehili.m on l'salm~l" .. 
.tier. t.J.b; largum em .!!...CCJ.,. A, .20. ' · 



worJd, and .J.lij e.h is brought; clown ur;on tho oar'Gh to be with thoro, to 

help them, and pro·~ oct them; all the time, at aJ.l occasions, J.iko 

u t;he bird of heaven" hoverin3 about t.i1em to bring t.hem cheer and 

song ... l3~) I-~ is too 1on2, to wait fo:r.· thei;:assianic ~imes, let us have 

E-lijah ri.a,h·~. away, was t;he foJJt-thoUf£ht. Thu.s the Messianic mission 

of Elijah falls to )Ghe backg_r:ound. and instead he assumes many other 
. ( 38) 

importe,nt roles. He is the guardian angel protecting the deserving. . 

saving ·~hem from dangel", ( 3~) and cheering them in their dark mo­

ments.(40} He is the insJ?irer and teacher of the great Habbis.('o1l) 

tile a:dmoniaheut and censurer of ·b.he leaders of his peop1ei 42} He is 
( 43) ( 4} 

the psyahopomp and defending ~ttornay in Heaven, . 4 the advisor 

and friend o.n ear-th .. ( 45 l But while on earth he is not free f:r.om heaven­
( 46) 

ly duties. ~.r:here he stuclies at the Academy on High. Thera he re-

corda the deeds of men, ( 47} there he keeps the annals of' Jewish his·t;ory 
( 48) 

from thH :>; times its scribes ceased. There he guards the souls o:r the 

pious, ( ~.J::<J) There he minis·ters upon the Patriarchs, ( 50 } there he offers 
( "1) 

the dail;y sacrifice, <J and guards the lost articles from the la.st 

'l.eraple. (b2./ I·t is from this IUijah, who divides l1is aotivitd.es be·tween 

Heaven and ear·t.h that; t.he sD.t10S got t~. glir:-ipse into the workine;s of 

He~ven. For to his friends Jlllijah reveals mttny heavenly sec:.r:et.s .. ( b:?} 

~-____..... __________ ·--- ... ___ ,.. ___ , ____ ... __ .. ___ .., _______ ......... _____ , .... ~ ......... ----------------
(38} Aboda Zaral:l. 18 'b; Sanh .. l09o,; Kid .. 40a; Be:r. 50a; 

Vide infra Part II• l?P• 96 if. 
( 39} Ned. 50s.; iibocla Zarah l8b; Kid. 40e •• 
(40) Ke·~. 62b; s • .l~liyahu H. xv. p.76, ed. Friedm,an. 
(41} Ket. 105b; Haggiga 9b; .-4.5b; B .. !;:ezia 114b; \Xitti.n 6'b; 

Kid.· 41a; B. :B. Tb; Yer. Tar. I, 40d; Kat. 61; Emek hal.:eleoh 
I.nt;,rg. p.5b. Vide Infra Part II • oh. 11 Teaoher and Guide'' p.l09 

( 4£2} Kat. 106b; Yar. Ter. VIII t 46b; Ber. R. 94 end; Yoma. 19b; 
Haggiga los: Sahn.l09a. Vida Infra. Part II, nAdmonishes the 

Guilty't PP·l02fi~'Elijah Severe with tho Pious" pp.12o f:i~$ 
(43} P'irke H. ... ~n. XVI. ad .. Jh•iedla.nder p .. l02; Kat. 77b; Ya.lk • 

. :.~a:ub. \!)\' L, .l'\!.'.:::'J\.1) art. , .,. ~t..·~ Vide Infra Part I I, "E. as P. syaho­
pomp't P• 9/J 

( 44J Kid.. 70a • Yalk. Raub. -"'' IJJ~oJ.I ?- ed. Amstrede.m p •. 9b..ar 141,
11 Vide Infra tt Sabbath Night DutJ.es•t p.;J ~)1~eaordor l.n rt.eaven P• 

9Ll 
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It is out of these legenCI.s that the later supernatura.l ana. mystic 

Elijah stories ha.ve developed. 

While the Talmuclmc Haggadah believed i.h the reality of' -~Hi~ ... 

jah. Lt is obvious from many of the legends that Elijah w~s used mere­

.· . ly to ·b:r.i11g out ethical and methaphysical ideas, ·that many of the mis-

.. 

. 
· sions. of .illlijah ware allegorical. to bring ou·t moral and religi~us 

truths •. ( 64) 1 t is for this reason that the majoti;9y_ of ~he 2almudio 
f' . 

Elijah legends. have a moral aonnected with them. Every incident ans­

·. wers a philos.ophic or religious problem. Thus for instance the story 

\ '- of Elijah and R. Beroka. ( 55 ) teaches ~ha·t Jnen should not be judged by 

their out;,ward appearance., but by their deeds. It also teaches the mo­

·ral significance of cheerfulness and optitnism. (56) The former truth 

is· alEw brought out in R. Josi ben Levi's advt~n·tures with Elijah. (fi?} 

· In Elijah' a r!31Jroaoh to R •. Armon :f.or perverting judg.ement inadvertedly, 

·the Rabbis express their high regard :for juatioe.C 58} The principle 

of faith in men is brought out i~ the legend of Elijah as angel of 

crea·tion .. ( 59 ) When 1\:lijah explains to 13ar Hai Haj, ·that the greatest 

---------------... --..,.-....-..--------------=-___________ ,._..,..,_ __ . __ 
(451 

4.6} 

48~ 
49 
50} 

I -- - '( 

l:.J.lj 

(52~ 
~53 54} 

(55) 

~56) 
57} 

:.-3 .. I~liyahu H. VI, p .. 35. C't• 1Jlriedman; Gi~Gtin 7.0a; 
~:a·b b. lO~Yb; ' 
::3ohar on'l~ 220b .. D. Kezia 59'b,. 
Seder Olam XVII .. 
Kat. 77b; 
Yalk •. Reub.~~~~ ,..,~w art. , 11 .,.,'-< ;Emek Ha-l;lmelech end of' 
all... 65 sec. . 
Ibid .. 
:tosi:piH1n 1. 21 .. 
Vide Infra l'art II, "B.eves.ls Heavenly ~Jecr£rts 11 IJ!J; 
Moed Katan 28a; B. Kama 60b; Men. 64b; Ibn Ezra to ~ather 
I~ 10. 
Ta 1 ani th 22a; Gospel of' Barbara 124a, also Co;ptic Apoc­
rypha eJ. • .Bude;e IH 2~5, .illlijah rebukes a me..n for weeping. 
Cf,. J~irka H. l:U. no·te 7 p. 2 ed. JPriedlander. 

, .. 
Ha:)2be.uu lUsaim, nl'Iibbur Ya.:ffeh" p:p .. '0-12; Yellineck, 
B.. h6!JY:. V, pp. 133-135; VI, 1~-H-133 • 

~~~~ Ka·t. 105b. 
Yallt:. aeub • ...n' w ..,.,...., '::).. l?• 9b, ed • .A.rmrtredam: Ha.:Sarde s p.l62. 
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virtue God gave men is pover·~y t ( 60 )the problem of suffering is ans­

wered. In rebuking R. Ishmael 'ben Josi for being engage-d in the duty 

of Bailif the Habbia indicated the nead of Jewish solidarity.( Gl) 

The same idea brought out in the rebuke of Elijah against his very 

best friend R. Josi ben Lavi.( 62) By helping Nahum of Gimza. when the 

la'tter was :robbed of the presents he was carrying to the Roman offi-­

aials. the Talmudic tru··tht that ·the righteous are never endangered 

when per~orming a righteous mission, is vindioated .. (63} The danger 

of extreme rigidity of the law is brought ou·t in some of the object­

ions ·to Elijah's severi·ty, for which he is called \-..'l)\'-( 64)It is 

because Elijah i.s used as a fictitious aha.racterin the ~almud that, 

he is. recorded enJ.ightenin13· and clarifyin~ laws, but never ini tiat-
(6b} 

i.ng them& 

~he appearances o±' El:tjah in the Talmucl are interesting. 

B.e always appears in human form,. but not always ooa;·ni to. Ver;y of:ten 

in the guse of an Arab• Bedouin, Ohariotear, rloman official. and in 

very numerous cases in the guise of an old. man, • ( 66 ) Undel' the 

title )4:::J-o many ananwmous s·l;ories are told, which reall;y belong to 
' 

the l~.lija.h legends .. In fact t;ho Tose:phot in ¥ulin 6a corrtends ·tha·t 

every place in :.Ualmud 7< .::1.0 ""''"" is men·tioned Elijah is meant. Hovv-
(· 67) 

eveL' this. hardly possible, as Priedman points ou-t» such an 

assump·tion wuold lead to many contra.dictions. But in many places 

Elijah :ts surely meant when>'> :::l..D is used. 

·-----......---- ..... -----·-~~ ·--·-------~=n---·-----------------

( 60) Haggiga 9b; - same idea brought out in s. Eliyahu Zuta 
pp;l76-181, ed. .. JJ1riec1.man, with ou·t making direct referencd 
to I~lijah .. 

61} B. Mezia B4a. 
62} Yer. Tar. 46b. 
63}. sanh. 109 a 
64. } Ibid ll3a; Pirke Ri El. XXIX. 
65) Kohen. "11onat schrift 11 p .. 281. vol .. XII. 

(66)· Sabb .. 33a; Succa 52a; }julin 6a; Jtiae6ie;a 25a; Il~en. lla; 
J:all{.. Heub. ".Bereshi"tll". 

(67) So lllliye.hu. r. v~. In·tro .. :p .. LJ,l, note. - G·t.£• Sabllo 34a. or 
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In ~edie~al legendp the period from the close of the mal-

mud to 'the 15th century. :&lijah ceaces to be human and becomes a 

su:pernatlu·al. supermundane being t an angel descended from Heaven on 

earth, whose forms, missions, and ac·bivities are manii"o1cl and ha-
,· I 

~ bb zardous. 1 ~~he descrir·bion is wilcl and ia1Tt•ast ic, £Wd lJGcome s 

t~ ~ Jhnd.i.n2, a lie.ne;ent in an older le~Jend., bhe~ are wovenp in·to .new 

ind.SJJf.mden t. and. of·ten cwn·cradictor.;y· le3ends, borrowing dote.iJ.s and 

whorn the;,y live. Thus Elijah is an EH.tDal descenc1ine; from Heaven in 

human :form whena·vor needed. b;y moving his win5s four ·times .. ( 69 ) to 

exist both in heaven and on earth legend ()BVe him two bodies, one an 

ana; eli a one with which he appears in heaven, and ·the o·ther a human 

body, which was carried in the at his 'translation' and with which 
( 70) 

he appears now arnong rnortaln .. 

When he was first brought into Heaven, the Angel of Death 

:prote s·!;ed ;,;lijah' s entre.noe alive, this being a transgression of 

Gad.' s cmrse tr:pon lulam. But Elijah ·threw the Angel of Death to the 

ground, aml were it not for God's .intervention, he vwuld have rid 

the world from the evil of death~(?l) 

Uhen on 1~:t. Uarmwl, in orcler to manifest the greatness of 

God. and prove li.he s'Greng t11 o:l God's fire, lGijah soaked G'od' s sac-

rifiae aud the altart and also filled the trench around tne altar 

with water. Whe water 2lijah obtained from the tips of his fingers,, 

which flowed with wat;er until ever;ythint;. wo .. s soal<.:ed. ( 72) It is on 

that 
( l"' .. , ' 

•;•l' '"l f1"'de '-''"ll"l s·'·nnd n·,···'ll' /~;) .1~ ~ J r..c 1 .f."'"' • - '·"· . ,_ Lru ,.;;. J J. • 
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~lij a's @;irdle of' sklllf.:i H:; [;.rae eel to como from tho ram t:Cw.t 

ss~vad as substitude in '·. Li.ti.e 

J!he l\.essia.u.ic s'tio:cies are amrllfieu sGil1 more e.nu. more mire, 

culous and su.:cer.u.at;ural. Hot; r;onJ.y will l~lije,h announce Iv:essie.h, bu~ 

Be will lead the Jewish peovle to the desert of Judah, and thera by 

feeding tllan1 fire b:r·s.nds will choose those. who deserve to· remain for 

the !.Iessia.ni(.J era. ( 7 6) '.Vhen l.7.esfdah will arrive, E.:lijah will revive 

the dead, kill Samsel the angel of Evil, restore the primordial 

- . ht d. 'l th -- . . 11" • t ( 7 7l J..lg -.an revea. · e DlVlne JL&Jes y. 

In his visits to the pious, at this period, Elijah is mi-

raculous,. and his rewards very lavishing$ ~2he elements of the wander-

ing princes of the general r.:edieva.l legend.s is very obvious. To one 

poor pious man he appears in the iu.is~ of .a servan·t, insisting that 

the former sells him, and use the money obtained for him. Por the pro-
( 78) . 

curor he bu.ilds a palace over night and a.isap};aars. To prevent 

another rich but miserly man from :finding a great treasure hidden in 

the: ground.s. he was digging :for the foundations of house, Elijah builds 

the house for the rich man over night. and the treasure is left un­

disaove.red for another deserving man.. ( '70 ) 

So many were th.e s.to.ries o.f J.Uijah' s wander:i.n.:;s t appearin~ 

a.nd dissappearin~ in the mos·t miraculous manner, but always read"' to 

hel;;.; ·t ..... e .. ew ixl his .u.eed~ SJ.:o.d tribu.la.j;:i.vns, 11ha11 .i'~.Lijuh bt~ca.me the 

( 6;1) 

~
70) 
71) 
'7 21 
~~~t 
~ 7 o} 

! 76} 
77) 
78} 

Ra-rardes P• 162. 
t:oha.r S;y~~'1 p.167a 
!itidr. Ruth 59, 74 .. 
~anohuma :p. 165, ad. Bubar. 
A~l!;aQ.ot .Hareshiti 76. 
Yalk •. neub. ~'') 
Vida infra Part II. "The Seven Miracles" p.&, 
Pesi~ta H.abosi ,13 h9.-fl' ch, -'\ll'lln ,...., 

Othoth h~Iosh:ta-9-; II ;• 62; V, 128. Yalk. J,Iodosh P• 50a •. 
" R .. Nissim, ."Jiibbur Yaffeh" p.ll .. Vide infra P• \()\ .. ..., l 
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proto·t~pa of ·the Wandering ew. 

In Kabbalah and mysi;io: literature, which develo}:ecl during 

the earls !viediaval ages, Elijah plays a great role. He is aocred:ited 

vdt;,h founding Kabbalah • It wa.s Elijah tha.t .revealed it to. Simeon 

ben Yoahai.(Bl) It was directly from Elijah that Jacob ben Nazir, the 

grea:t. teaoller of Kabbalah, racei ved his knowledge. l~li jf.th @.lso im­

parted t11e mysteries of Kabbalah to Abraham ben Isaak t and. Abraham 

ben David of P.osquieres. ( 82 ) Ii.!lijah is e.lso accredited. as restoring 

Kabbalah to .i.t. Isaac Lurie Ashknazi in the m!bddle of i;.he 14th cen­

turyJ aft~r ~abbalah was removed for several centuries.(d3 } 

Like in tlw i!almud s:~orieEl ·the Kabualis ts claim .i.!:lijah 

a:ppeuri.ncl ~o them o.s ·teaohe.r·, and ex:plaining the mysteriou.s and ·the 

diffioul·t. ( tJLJ::) ~~0 th<-1 fe:t:;her of Israel .ba l al Sham r..:ov t &lije.h ap­

peared. and bold him tha~ his son to be born would. be "a light in 

lSI'ael".., So f1:equent and intims;te were the dealings of the Kabl.>a.lists 

with 1Uij ah ·that; .li:Jhey could quo·te him and by mea.ns of formulae be­

swear to perform oer·tain ·thinf$S• ( U5) 

-~o ·the numerous and most romunbic s·bories of .i:~lijo.h nmong ~ho HaaDid.-

im. who have use a. anu misused :aijnh more ·bhan anJ~ other cha.rac tier· 

of the Bible. 

(Gl} 

'82) 

( 821) 
( 8tJJ 
{ 85) 

.i.\~ :Nissim, "Hibbur Ya:ffeh" r .. lL Vido Jnf:c't·'> 11. 
J. z.,V. r· 127; Kohler, "Hebrew Union Colle~e ~ddresses 
::-•.nd. o Lhers 71 :0. l.G?, on the 11 Wander :Ln5 J eW 11 

; Ost u. West, 
vol.. IV, :P• U07. 
-~mek ha-].'l.elecht Int.ro. l) .. fib; Introductions to ~3efer ha-Koneh 
and Safer Pliy~oth. 
11 Sham liagdol.im", AsuHd, II, 1 ; Yellineclc, 11Auswahl. Kabba­
lis.t .. li.,ysL;,ik". I)ll• 4-5; Gr~tz, "Gesell .. " Vll, I)• 4t.<:t5,note 3 • 
.B.. ha-r,~. I I I • p. 38. 
.i!.:mek ha~Melech, ln'tro~ ll• bb. 
Asulai, "l;3hcm lla-Gdol." , X, p&l65. 
}ilass:Lo·t.h :l?li;yyoth, PJ?• ~~~-2!). n.iimek ha-r.:elech", ord Intra. 
:v• 10e, 
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CH1''2..1?TER l 

1.~ESSIANIC SIDHJ.ES .. 

The Messi~nic ~tories -- The climax of 
Elijah" s activity -- Until ·the time of 
Messiah -- Elija.h precureer of Me Bsiah 
-- Dates upon which Elijah may ap1)ear 
-- lumouncing Messiah. --· The seven 
miracles -- Se.lecting the deservin~ 
-- ] 1ighting Gl·og ancl rJiogog -- Bring~ng 
:peace u:pon the earth -- Uepentance 

Ii.estorat j.on (l)f familia s anc1 tribes 
-- Restoration of lost objects 
-- He buillding the Temr;le -- i!lxJ?lain-
ing all mooted QUestions -- Will fix 
the calGnda.r -- '.rhe la E't ·three cla¥S 

damael killed-- gessiah's arrival 
--~he Kessianic era. 

11UL~.u.n.c_.s.m.ru:ES 

Suggested by !Jialaahi, ~lJ Elijah's grea·tes·t acrtivity 

a·t ·the rise of Chrisiiia.ni ty and severe.l cen·turie s fall. owing was 

in connection with ·the fulfillment of the Messianic hope. ~:rhe 

Jvha ltessia.nic mission of I~lija.h only for mere S:Peculation .. But 

vd t;h the rise of the mys tico-1 i'o roes.. the legends of' Slij ah in 

co· nne ction with r:Iessielli o.8sume1l fan tas tic and rom('),ntic form .. :De-

tailiwere elaborated u~on and gars filled out. ~lijah remained 

connected with Messianic hopes for all tirnes. He was introduced 
~2j 

&s such in the liture;y and ritual even to the -prosent dny. 
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equally· elaborated UJlOn this event .• 

It was in his ctniet and fervent prayer on Kt. Carmel ·to 

send clown a fire to consume the sacrifice arranged for Yahweh, 

which resu.l·ted in the overthrow of the Haal worship and the puri­

fication of the religion of Israel that he was promised the miss­

ion of br:l.nging J;Iessialb. to the people chosen by God. ( i)) 

In the seconcl yae.r of' the reie;n of ll.haziaht la5.j ah was 
' :1) 

"trs.nsln Gael ".9 v Bod.y ~Ul(l soul he 'P:as t;o.l;:en u;c, in f:t :f:'i'l@.Y" char:i.o·t 
.-. 

·to hEH:Jven. ( 5) O:f courrae tlH-l l~.ngel of Detl.bh objee·te~l to such a 1;ro-

ceedu.re .. '.'/itlJ. the curse pror.wu.nced by Gcbd UJIO.U J;.~tetm, n.o hu.nmn being 

was to enter Heaven without firci being killed by the Angel of Death • 
• 

. and .Eli.j ah r s arri ve.l WO.i3 fl.n int.rusion uppn the ri ght;s of the 

"1-i.ngel of Dea-th., If But the Angel of :UBath, the slayer. of "the mie;ht-

iest was no equal to Elijah. No sooner did he announce his objection 

When ~lijah had him under his feetJ finuin~ this B good oprartunity 

to rid the world of an eviL Just then God. Cc)fOtl:ced~ e:;ra.nteCl o. Sl>oc-

i8Jl disr::ensation to :co:cmit the entrrnce: oi' :;:aijah alive to hon.ven»­
( 6i 

and. saved. the .f..~.n3el of JJoa.tb. from a disgraceful enU... .. S.ince, 

Jd.eaven hi::J.S been -the e.bod.e of .llilijah. (?) Here nnd. there he api;,e8.rS 

an the earth, either in the form of e.n au~el or in t11e ;suise of a 

man to rorf'orm e mission, buli soon returns nge.:i.n to Ilc3aven .. IJ!hore 

he will rem~'l.in un·~ 11 -'che cornin3 of W~e Bsie.h ar1.'i ve S; when he will i!P 

d.own uron ·the earth nnd r..nnounce l.:es£inht s comi.ng. He ·will then U.is-

1 L • • 1 f' ,... 1 ,,.~o <?..:o 2 .. ' ~ e ) a.ppeur egnin rnd re-&cl!l)Sf-1,r i'o:c eL t...lr1es c: G ·i.i 1e wars o · ~o cnc ~ ......... w 

·-----------·---·----.~· .. ~--- ... -----· ... -~-~--------·--·-----· 

llJ' Malaahi, III, 23. 
2 Vide ~lu:pra, 11. ~b 
3 ~idr. Shir Hr-Shiramt 

( 4) Il Kings IlL ll. 
{5) Pasikta, Rabosi V, P• 

"'""·' V.:~ "" -~ G L''UJ:-· "lU ·'Gh • .lu'l. '1' t ,., U o. ..,.. , Deres11. '76 • 

15a r: 111 b. ' ' . i 



pl~ccede Lhe I.:essis,nic ere. J3u·t the l~abbis learned. of tihis fact in 

·tho i:r ow.ri way [Ul.d more clil'ec ·tl,;y.. '.i~he;y ;,v0 :co once d.iscussina; the / 

i4Jthers o:f .Benjamin end still otihGLt~s .... ;:f :Levi, bGcruso Jw n·te ·t;he. 
ry - (9J 

first rf:;.rb of ~ll.e bree:cJ. bah.ed by the w:i.dow of u.arepaa·i;h 1 bren<.l 

permitted only to the rriests. Just t hen Zlija.h ap?eBred in the 

end -~he r0nson for my en tine; the fi.:cst JlOr tio.n of ·bhe vvhlowr E\ bx-end. 

ws.s to hint ~1.t the facfj 1:;hnt I shall nvrenr before IV:essiaJJ. ben 

other than ~essiah ban Joserh~ llO J 

.UA~l~;]_kJI' Q.-11 WH1.9Jl_4~J~hLJ'~l'~ 
lQ. .. :&.k-hQkUi c i'l_6.E-~ __ kQJ;.~-~-~·J. __ o B: 

b--.~~~! .3 J.~~~a 

ao certain was the Messianic belief that reciulur systems 

.n.ounce tho corning of Iilessiah~~ This specula:tion developed during 

llll the Talmudic :oariod. 

If two sabbaths in succession are observed :pro)!erly nc-

c.ording to all the inju.notions of ·the Torah and the H.ab.bis • then 
( 12) 

Elijah will surely appea.r and. here.ld in nessi£J,h. 

_, _____________ ._._, ___ ~ ____ .. _. ____ ... ______ .. __ ,. ____ U•-·=--._,. ____________ _ 

( 6) Z:ohar, Rtf~h 76a, ea.. Warsaw 1885. 
(7} l?irke B .• ru. xvr. 
(G) Seder Olam R .. XVII; Kid ... 70e.; Bar. R. XXXIV, 8; Succa. 

5a; Ratner on Sedar Clam, R. XVII. 
(9) I Kings XVII. 
(lG}Yer. Succa. beg. of Ch. V; Eru.bi.n 43a; Tanna D. :Eliya.hu n. 

P• 97 and Zuta p. 199, od. Fr41dman. -Another tradition 
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:!!nijah couihd not aome o:f JPridt:ty or any dRy }?receding a. 

Roliday for on these clays the people are busy prc?paring for Sabbath 

or the Holid.ny, nor would Elijah come on a Snbbath or a Holiday, for 

then, the :people cen not be disturbed from enjoying the resrd.te r.riJ 

festivity of i;he clsy. (lo) 

R. Josi ben Kisll1a is not :lniic~rest;ec1 in the de.y lUijah vdJ.l 

e~p:;,ear t;o announce ~,lessiah, he nn !C' a uifferent; sign Ylhich he imr>art-

eel to J:lis anxim1s Dtuden ts:. When J;11.e ga·te s will fall, be re-guilt, 

it:J.ll E6S.in, be re-built anc1 then again fall, before they will be re­
( l,J:) 

built anoth time Iiassie.h will be on hand .. 

3o.rne legends • howevGr, are mo r:.· clefini iie • Hence they in-

farm 'vhat :ililij ah will app;ear in the .mon·th of l'Hssan, when he will 

ushel' in Messiah ben Josel?h ~u:J.d s.tart making all othel~ l')repQ.rationa 

for the aoming of Messi~h Ben Dt)Vid. ( 15) 

To a group of Rabbis, Eli~J(!).h once told. ·that when he will 

go down t.o Egypt • Messiah wi.ll oome. ( 16) 

H.. Judah the brother of R. Sol ltasido had ·the most definite -
in:fo.rmation •. Meelsiah will oome eighty five ~ubilee Cycles efter tha 

destruction. of the ln st Tem:ple. This informat;ion was given t® him by 

Elijah himself. (i7) 

The· en tire world will know when i.t will be God r s will to 

Bend to nr:tn the promised Llessiah .. But .l~lijah will not announce his 

·~----·---------...... -----...... ----------·~-----

hs. s it that the son of the widow was J onall - :r. irka H. E.l. 
XXXIII. 

(ll)Kohen, "rfl.onatschrift.n .XIl 1 P• 250. . . 
(12) Sabb. llBs - This is given as the ·reason for the. recital 

of Eli~ah hyrnxis on the outgoing of Sabbath, as if to call 
Elijah s att.nntion that the Sabbath was observed properly 

...n .:J.w ?~';51'1.l -.,"""J~ A.budhara,n. 
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coming in one time to @,11 ai ties and man. He will rather reveal him-

self to one community while he will not be noticed by another; appear 

wit.h the great tidings to one; man and. will be hidden from another. (lB) 

The comi~ of Messiah announced. Eli~.ah will then usher in 

]ilessiah b.an cToseph •. W!Le. :J_atter. however• will be kil.lad by Hermia;los, 

the· anti-Messi~h 111 ( 
19 J whom in turn Elijah will render powa:rlass. ( 20 ) 

Messish ben Joseph is the son a»f the widow of Zarephath, whom Elijah 
in heaven 

ht2.s resurr(\lated.,.- and kept him hidden away ',until then. 1'he temporo.ry 

'21) death WS\S only the fulfillment of the decree o.f God upon i;dQ..m. 

But many things will happen be·tween ·the coming of Elijah 

and Xesaiah. Elijah will prepare the world and Israel for the King 

of l?aac,e n.r.l<l many miracles will be performed. in the e.crt of prepara­

tion.. ::r11e first; thine; Eli~jah will l:>e called upon to do will be to 

resurrec.t the dead .. For ·the people will G:3lr: Elijah as an attesta­

tion that his tidings of Messia.h e.re true, tha:t he resurrect not 

onl;~ those not known ·bo them, but those who .. died. l~ecently and whom 
' ( 15) 

the~' could reaogniae • .Elijah will gladly comply with. their wishes: .. 

Not onl~ will Elijah resurrect the dead~ but perform 

seven o·ther mil·acles as additional proof. He will bring before them 

------------~~--~------------------------------------------

(13) li'S~f;J,hin 13a.; !1rub1n 43a - thus i:f one makes a vow ") 'n ')')Jl 

l.':l. .,..::::! .. , .. I::J,\.l) t:JP.::t he can dri.nk wine on Sabbath 
e.nd Holidays. Tur Orach Chain Ch• 2.95 states this. the 
reason for the reliita.l o:f the Elijah hymns on Sabbath 
night. He: aan not e:ome on Friday or Saturday. But is 
to beibi1nvoked again on Sabbath night when it is again 
pass e for him to B.J!pear and a.nnounce Messiah. 
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K~(H~as and the generation of the wilderna ss; he will bring fo.rth 

Korai and his c.om;panjt. He will revive Messiah ben Joaeph. Ha will 

produoe the three mysteriously lost sacred vessels of the Temple: 

the Ark, the Orner containing the Manna al).cl the vessel for sacred 

oil. He wj.ll sho~w the soepter he reoei ved from God .. He will crush 

mountains like s·traw and. reveal to man the Qreat Mystery. ( 25 ) 

' SELECTING~Ri~~~BVlJG 

I 

Ravln.g announced ·the coming of MesBiah, 1Uija.h will dis-

~ppear :f'o:t• forty five days. He will then re-a..ppear and lead 1sltiael 

·to the d.e:ssert o:f J'udah, ~ 24
J and there give them to eat fire 

brands. and burning coals. Those who are :fai th:ful will eat them un­

hurt. The o·thers he will send away e.:mong the Goyyi:m where they 
{ 25J 

will' 11eri sh in ·fihe wrt:r.s of Gog and. r.:ogog. ~ · 

(14) Sanh .. 98et. 
( 15} Baba I.:etalia 8 5b; Rosh Hasha.ne, llo,; :J c:·fo:r. :a:t~/n.i:J.u :Ln 

B •. hf'A-M. 11 Vo 1. I l I i 1') • 66 , a J.s Ol 

l16·l S,;;' ;J\ll1y~liu R. XVIII • p a 9 '7 • ad. 1!
1 riedman. 

17 · Se.nh .. 97·b •. 
18 Shi:tl ha-Shirem z. 37 • ad. Bubar. 

( 19') Measiah ben Joseph is a p~a&tion of tl1.e North, ].)t'J.re.llel 
to Messiah ben David of ~he South. However; sinoe there 
o~n be only one King in the Messianic era,. tradition. 

. '¥:!-lla one. - li1riedman. s. :mliyahu. R. vr z. Int~Jo. P• 20· 

{ 
OOl !JiU.rke Moahia~, Yellineak. B. ha -M. . 
21 S'. Eliyahu R. XVIII, PP• 97 - 98 • ed. I'Frie<lman. ~ . 
2& Shir ha-Shireni, ed. Bubar, 38, · ffl'zunz, "Gottesd, "P.• 286. 

( 2~3) Beth ha-:M .. , Yelli11e!Bk, vol. III, p. 72. ousset • The anti-
( ~.4L at.her versions O:f the legend indicate Christ legend, p. 203. 

the. dese:rt of. Si.(l:om as ·the pl~c:e. , ,. . 
( 2.5} Pesl~t.$:=ttls.:P:,Qsl \U'i 11'1 il also §lllr ha.-i:Jhlrlm z. ed, Schechter. 

( 22a}A T:almudic legend has it that> resurrection will take plaae 
before inlija.h will appear.lll'St.t, ,,,:, "'~--'':::!..~, u~.Jl-p'il JJ'nJ1 

n " w D ~ 1 '!:> ' 77' '::J '-,( 1 Y' '5 

-r~ 

: '! 

i i 
I 

! : 
I 



•'.,•· -, 

. : .. 

.·-I , 

versnl brotherhood. Bence sll Qiffersnces 0nd obstacles of veace 

&lijah will se~tla all quarr&ls, bri~0 to~et~er iErnily feuds J 

ud~ust all uontroversies, le~rl disputes and differences Gnat 

lwve Ecaumulntod in chc coitrse of GiJ'1e , rnd cL.us b:c:Luc, L,_ };ecce 

vnd uoncord .. ( 26 ) 

op:rrEJf38iOil• ,But V:llen ii:1ijsh wiJJ. 8l.s.1.l:10UX.i.CB tihe <JOmi.JitS of !:essiO.h 

true repantnnca will tnke ~lace. Ravantnnco without nn~ ulterior 

mrwtivas, Lhat T<?iJ.l completal;y cJ:1rnge i:ihe mind;:: of the :pc30l)le., so, 

es to he 01re for the Messicnic era~C27) 

.. 1:".1.11 :fnrni1ief3 1.v:Lll be restorocl Lo ]_'·n:ri.t.Y b.; ~.J~lij8ll VdlO 

will ftink ur ~he h.t·ol.-:en c;eneolo,.:,ien ~1.nd o:c~gins .. ( 20
) JJu~ ril1nt is 

~here will be ~roaL rejoicin~ when Elij&h ~ill ~cs~oro 

----·-·----- ·----·--··--------------~-·-----------..-.·--....... ---.. -._....--~ 

( 26) j;.cu.llin <h3b; .:.~Ciu~ob VIII, ?; I:um. 
:rv:enn ~.t5b.; .~o\blwt Q .. ~L. N. 2)'1 
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vd.c:.c tlle )Jn\lJ'll'lil yt-~w , ob;~Gct s that d.itW.J.!fGGl.'Oet mir&culouslJ nli tho 

dL3tructi.o.r::L of ~llo '.!!etTlJ)le.(~jU} J2hel~thTJ>.'bO t.ho book (;O.l'Gfcininc:; !"'1UC.h 

With th0 ~lar~ of Israel restored, nnd etar~al unJis~trbod 

1.Che a1.te thct v·;ill r,c;n.wi.n for eternit.Y .. :3lijrh vvi11 IH3 Oll3 of its· 

:Lour n.rchi tect;s ... "illlijHh be(~f.\-iJ.BG of thG s1dl1ful InHForn·y l1e (lil3IJl8;ye<1 

l.
·r, h1,.~l-ll''.l' i·'·1e si~on"' '"'1+.-.r ""l1 11rourl·t·- C.:,_,.,,J.lJel-(32) J. u A. • .~-•• l .J.. c~ 1.) 1 ... .., • """ o c..., VI. '""''' ...... ~ J .{....... • 

"'1 J , ... • 11 ' . 1 i - ., 1"- ~ 1 

.• .., 1 . . 1 1 

,_. . -dL. oe en . t'5Dve.neu. ny ~!.!. l.JfU. ue-

forehn.nd. He viil1 roet; tle ell moolted questions,. e::<rlain alJ. se<:wun~:ly 

,_;o.nflic!ti.ns l'Eiss~J:::;es .. Coz)) .. n~~~I,L) )---;'IJ.J\(1 l().JI'' ":::1..\J;.n (:)4) 

- .. I •uD·8 
new ones., buG 

·( rJ..J;. ) 
o .Let •. \: ... ·· · ... , 

~ha :rinaipla of intercalation was lost to IsraGl wiG~ the 

d eetth of Joseph 2nd. his genera ~ion. When .Elijah will rre1;ro x·e tlJ.e YlaiJ 

------·------------------------------------·--------------------------~ 
( 27) 

( 28) 
'29) 
( ZCh) 

\
31\ 32 
,33. 

Seder.• 018m XVII, p.36& nndb.; J?irke R. El. chs. 0, 
ad. Friedlander P• 344 
E.d.u.Yo·t VII.!, OlJinion of Johanan ben Zach~i 
E.cclus. Sirach XLVIII. 10, 11 
Aroyot 12a ; Sota 13a 
Midr .. s:hir ha-Shirim 
'"" · r::2b .R ':t ., . ~ •A-UOCH v ; . 5-Sil .. J.r)J.U. 
Yi b. io~b; 1\:an .. 45a ~1na b t 

--~~--------------------------........... . 
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for the coming of ~assiah he will also restore thia knowledge. ao, 

_ his·~ory of the worl<l. ·.All U1e forces o:f the heathens will be mustered 

into one great army. But ]fijah will come with with four ~tndred 

,. ·heavenly man of valor and defeat the enemy. and wars will be enaed 
{ ,... 6' for all times.\b : 

Iiut tho busiest days of. :a:tj8:h' s activity in the Jirepa-

ration of the coming of Nessiah. will be the last three days before 

Kessiah will arrivea On the first day of the three, ~lijah will 

st;and up on one of the movntaixm of :Pale stj.ne and in a loud v oicc; 
~ ,. '/) bewa.il i·~s devastation.. 6 So loud will iJo .t.d.r-1 c.r.t that :l :~ will be 

heard from one end of the earth to the o~her. ~hen ~lijah will call 

"' in peace into tlw world,. Jlroal.aiming: "l?eace will now c:ome over the 

earth11 
.. On the second da.~ .illlijah will speak words of' oomfor·t,. re­

sur.:r:eat. the cleadt :perform miX'tJ;.ales and bri.ng in I-•:essie.h. On the 

third d~y he will usher in eternal salvation.(z~} 

Elijah will end his career b.Y killing Smnaelt the angel 

of J.~vil at the ·behest of God, and thus de troy a.ll evil from the 
' 

( '7.9} 
aart,h .. 0 

--------· ----
( 34} While this legend is of an early origin, ·tha expression 

'f1'" mean~ng ~ishbi will ex:pl~in all g_ues~iona _ana 
.ur1oblemiilt ~stn11ot ~cn.own to the IJaonim Alfas~ and H.osh. -

( 
!>.o 1en, "l~•ona ·s cr~1-t :p. 28~-J. 

35~} Men. 32b .. 
(35) Pirke R. El. p. 55. ed. P~iodlnnder. 
(36) Heb. Apoc. of' ~~lijah, Duttenwieser, piJo 30-31; Shir ha-

-·----------·--····----------~ 
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Yvhe.n all preparations will be oomJc)leted, t]J.C:J A.rel:!.anisel 

l{ichael will blow on a trumpet and .i!llij ah will appear wi tn I.Iessiah 

ben I.lavicl,. whom he will pres.er1t to the world ... ( 40) 

rlhen r~:essiah will arrive • a·!i his bidding lUija.h will 

sound the trumpet. At the first blast the primordial light will 

appear • at the second blasrt all dead will rise, at the third the BJ:.v--3.-i'.l:"·­

Divine Majesty will appear.( 41 ) Then Elijah will become one of tho 

eight princes of ·the worldt ( 42) and will continua his activities 

as Guardi.an Angel for the ra st of. the time. Among many other things 

he will plead to God to free those in Gehenna. whose children will 

be in Parad.ise. ( 43) He will also be a mou·t;h piece to Moses as Aaron 

once wasJ 44) 

-----,·.,-·--~-,, .. _____ .. ____________ ----- ·---·-------
Shirim Zuta. ed. Sheoh.ter. 

( 3.?) The Zioilists are saving .1!1lijah from tears. 
(38} Pes!hkta Ra.boai 35s. l6l4 s. Eliyahu H. vz. 
(39) Yalkut ¥odosh 58a ed. Radowel. 
(40} nothoth lw.-r,:oshiah"• ,B. ha-1.1.. II, P• 62. 
{ 41) :Mellineck, B. ha-I;:.. V • I' .128. 
( 42} r~acah v. 4 .. 
{43} Eoheleth a. LV. 1. 
(44) Zohar "'!:l III, p.27. 

Intra. p. 25 
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2lija.'h as Ps;ychopomp -- Sabbath nig.ht 
duties --Recorder of deeds an~ events 
--· Companion of l.:essiah -- !tiscel1a­
neous du·ties .. 

J!he heavenly dut:les of Elijah are numerous. and express 

the roma.n·tio des1res and hOJlBS of the pious .Jew .. MoF.rt of ·these le-

~enda have developed in post-Talmu.dic times in the form of Midra­

sl:J.im., 

In heaven i£lije.h stands at the road crossing and directs the 

the :pious to :Para.di se Bind the impious to Gahanna. ( l) He personally 

attends t,o ·the. placing of the :pious in their respective seats in 
( 2) 

Paradise.. On the inc.oming of Sabbath he leads all souls out of 

Gehanl:1la fo:r the Sabbath rest, and on sabbath night he leads them 
(3} 

bacls::. 

On every Sabbath night, immediately after sunseJG the 

Heavenly Council is called in session to decide which souls should 

re·turn ·to Gahanna. 1hose declared purged, Elijah lead.s in J?ara.d.ise, 

those who have a weak or more in Ge.rJ.enna are ser:l.'t back, but those 

who have only a few days. more to servc1 in Gahanna. Elijah takes 

________________ .. ________ ..... --·--·---·---------
( 1) .l?irke ~i.., lU. XVI • ed. Friedla.nd.er p .. 10 2 ; Yellineck •. 

13. ha-li:.. I ni<ro. 
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the punishment upon himself and sends the soul to j"aradise. ( 4) 

On ~bbath nigh~ ~lijah also seats under the lree of ~ife 

and passes out decrees of reward to those who observed the past 

Sabba;th properly. ( 5 ) 

Jl1rom the ti.me Elijah we.s 'translated' to the time of his 

ap:paarance to announce the co.mi.ng of 11essiah he is antrus-'v.ed with 

the task of keepine the records of every Jew .. t'6) 1 .. task also an­

tr~ated to Enoch in Apocalyptic literature. 

lil'o"ti only does he keep the reoo:r:ds of individuals, but he 

is: ·the ohronioler o:f all Jewish history. whioh he shall continue to 

reoord unt.il I sra;el will return to 'the land of its ance st;ors • and 

it• .. s government be reestablished. ( 'l} 

When God wishes to d.estroy the world, I~lijah brings for:th 

the records of meritorious d.eeds. of men , and stays God. in his 
I . 

wrath. (B) 

Elijah also keep~ the records of ~esallianoes and undesir-
(u} 

able marx:~iages, and whenever possible p:r:event s their realization. ·' 

( 4} 

( 5) 

' """ --~------ .. -_ ...... ~----------------------· .. ---------=---..:;s.110-
Ket .. 77b .. 
Xalk • .c\.eub. u~~,:, ..:nn::)lll e.rt~r>?~>l<- rlhe.n children we used to 
post;.:pone sin&inti, glijah l1Jmns lUYtLL ver~ late in U.te eve:a­
ina, believine; t1JD .. t b.;:; so d.oing vJe lce~Yt .LUijah i:com senclin~S 
back 'the im:cious 'to Gehenna. When ·the bwiligh1;s were ver-:i 
brigh~ and the sunset redt ·then we would J:Gcite the -~:lijah 
hynms with great fervor, as if t;o imlllore lUijall to save 
the r)oor souls from the e;lowin~ fires of Gehen.ua, 'IJ7hich 
are seen even in this world. - (From recollection) 
Yalk. i\enbeni, ~n.'·t.. , 'J'I '~J.< - 12his given as reason for re-
citing lihe Blijah hymns on Se,bbath ·night in "Tur Ora.J;l. 
Hayyim" seat. 295, a. Isaac ben ~ari. 

-;'\"Sw p. 135 ff. - This also given as reason for re­
citing Elijah hymns on ~~abbe,tlJ .. nie;lr~, -
;Jerusalem 1B69 . quotes from rmdr • ..n,-~~..n, ~1 ... ., ~..,.a "15:)C) 

a.nd fl'JI'"'j) >.'DO that re~t.dine, Elijah hymns on ':jabbath night 
bri:ne;s rn~osperi ty, good hee.rtE~dness. and sound memory. Same 
}n .ln~t:r~~ to '>l':::\)n ,,~s~ 15)0 , t~osenberg, I'refaoe :p.~) .. 
uhat .. '.illJS.:-h hymns a.re-;<.:n.:::zS, 7111 s~ 0 s ~an£J~ 11 ':!1-r::~ i'>~!:~o 

~- "~-~~--~~~~=-=........__.--~----·----··-----~ iiiiiiioi-iiiiiii--iiiii·~~~~iiiiii·~---iiiii-iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii-iiiii'iiiiiliiii'-------~----·---·---·-··--.. ----~··----------·· ___ iiiii __ _ 



'l.i.1e fifth l~e£\ven is covereo. with t:;old anll_ ~1ilver o.nd d.e-

coratad with most 2reaious stones, the air is filled with the 

aaent of the lebanon. ~here Messiah rests on a aostlJ an~60rGe-

ous bed covered with ambroiaerios made by the an~als. with him in 

rlt~8;.clingB of the lU .. ngs and Po.t:ci.s.rcb.s in Eel!ltvs.n nscend to this c.t.Larnb 

be I', ~Ui.j a.h ;;lac0s Keasi~,h' s head on hiE> lap carrrH3~:d.n(~ ancl com-
r -,, 

f.or·ti!.l(1 h:tm thfl. t :the end j"s vor~ near.' J.C J 

bnt 

rj of God cue of ascendin3 ~rayersfron Isreal.(l3) 

---------·-------------------------------·---·-·---·---
Yelk" :R,oubQ eC:I • .[,rnEd;:re\1[1i11t.J>~w;t,"l)\. r~ ~~b, 141; I'U",~rrues 
J'e 162; IGmek llf-1\:eloCJl.L ch. 3'). 

( 6) 

( 7} 
( t3) 
( 9) 

( 10) 
{ ll) 

( 12) 
{ li)) 

Seder Olem ~. XVII, 
:J:P.IlCll'l1H1f:-J. 7<\.VJl '1.J 

Rid. 70~; Dersch illrez pnrt 1. 
·y Jl~· .. Tl ' I' J'- 4"' c··c e .. .w.Jl.8CK, .c>• .tH:1- .•• , .l, LJP• .-'.:1-u i y~,l:'~~ ·:Bonb.~i'.!:> .l'lh"J...U 8Jto loPS>t; Kmek he.-I,~elcc1:c en(l of 

Cl.l· UtJ 
·yan:l.p}'lOn I, 21. 
Zahcr n~ w::~ ; Yr:ll~nl:i o•l'),5)\.J)I'l 
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:.~~li.j8h aFJ t~lltH~Oien F1Hl)fil -- Pro liGct;s 
the pious -- Rewards the pious -­
Comforts Viw llo -~ (3ctet1 -- Ji\Cln1oniidlc-3S 

<, 

the c:,nilty -- BanishoF; the Ye:;w~e hft-

Ra -- llelpR the Rick -- Yrotects the 
c:hih\ren -- Good t)enus of tho l:,orr:1e 
-- Gnardirn of Israel --

.I. in most all lGlj.j sJ1 let:,(~nd s end. extended \:i~u·out:,h t::1.e e~J.0 ire l~G riod 

l;he ~olmud, however thE: 1Uijah le~en(L~3 of n1ic11evo.1 vnd r1odex·u 

1-. • "~ 6 • • •1 1 • 1 r'l ··-:11• • '1 .\,~rr'EH3 arc X'lC.C.L v:lGh ;-~J.nu. ar exy).~o:u~s OJ: .• ~ lJH.O.. 
~his iJen was born 

from th8 persecu~ion of the Jews, from tho ti~8 of ~he aownf&ll of 

ills mtnte. ~he onl;y 1Vf"';;' t.l1e.; could i:r:d;i:..in their faith nnd. still 

ticsl l;i:-·~es •. Ls c-,uPrdicn o.ngGl hiB Bcl;ivities were rnunerons helpine; 

:rlsces, ·.'!bile he extnlll1ed helr [;o rll t;hoPG v:ho ViG:re in nP.ed hiG 

end 2D~ear whenever divine interference wRs necesGar~ 
he VIDS 

; i 

------~~~~--------............ 



:.Co px·oteot the pi om:; and the innooe.n.t .no J.and is too f'ar 

for ~11ja.lt, ( 2 ) no plaoo too remote 0 ( 3) and .no means too ha.t"'d, l 4 } l!e 

leaves .nothing undone to help them i.n their diatrasa and sa vel them 

from misery.(b) 

Ho Mf~i.:r.• was on<H) sou.i;:;ht b.Y' the rloma.n offioinla. A desorj.p:t­

ion o:f him was aan·t out· to the poJ.ioa~ Onoa on the road an of:fioial 

reoognizad him and started p'tu·suin~ himQ EliQjah in the ~uisa olf an 

ha,rlot e.rrpaarGd. and atlbod along aide of n~ Mair, ~Che o:ffioial oould 

not imagine. RQ Mei.r in suoh oompany 0 took it a.a a miata,ke on hj.s 

part, and rel.inqu.iahad. the pursuit o { 
6 ) 

~roshua ha' (~arsa was minil::rtfering to R· Akil)'ba, while ·the 

latter was i.n prison .. OnB er&v Yo.rn Tov, when Joshua ha.'Garsi oame to 

the prison he f'ouncl his teaoh~r dead~'~ He wen!; out to oal:L H., Joshua. 

ben Levi. When 'both reached the 1n:•ison9 rou.oh to their sup:rise they 

found thc~ gate open, and all the atte.ndant;s fast asJ.eeiJ~ In tho oourt 

they met .'illlijah O£tr.:r.yinf~ the corpse o:e Altibba o.u his sh.oulcterB ~.~ lie 

gentl,y explained the a~:rtonished Ha.b'bis: "Rie;hteouo peor.)lo d.o not• 

defiJ.e" ~ Hance a.lthou6h a priest .he oould. attancl. to 'bhe oorpse of 

Akkiballl(?) 

Nahum of ·G:tmza was se.nt on a miss:i.on to the Romall !i£OVar.n ... 

men.t, carrying with him precious presEm·ts. On the way his presents 

were stolen, and the aasket eo.nta.ini.ne; them :filled with earth .. Nahum 

f ~~ 
( 4}. 
( 5} 
( 6) 
( 7) 

Abo(le, Zarah lOb; Sanh~~ l09a. 
Kid. 40a 
Bar. 58a; Jl~-11oda ~~arah J.'lb; Sabb" 109b 
Lev ... H.,. ah. J:X 9 Num. R. V • 
Abod.a Zarah lf3'b .. 
Midr. o.n. Proverbs oho lX. 
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the casket was full of sand~ ~lijah appanraQ in the guise of a ilo-

man official and advised the conferees that the contents is a pre-

cious ssnd which can be used in war like sword ond bow. Juitthen 

Rome w&s ln~ing siege to a city. The sand was tried. and the vic~o~~ 

was Quick and cerGain. Nalmm's rlea was honoreg and he wns sent took 

wi\.ih rresents ~::nd reBpecG .. rhe thieves hen.r.~i.n.t_j of \;he incid.ent came 

to clsim the sand.~hey were stezeJ and punished for molesting the 

l'ious liahum .. ( ol 

.. t .. J osi 011 the :cofJl.l s tepr·ed nside l.n[:; o ono of tll.e ruins 

of exercisini:J Jud.ai::.nn, J.D.ijah arx,eo.red r:s e. 'r,;i·V~nesE> end afj:ecLeCL nis 
, o' 

acqui~al.\ 1 J ~' ,1. i . •.; J 

]u.:rin0 li.i.J,0 reli 0 iOUS I.lBrSGCULiiO.i:lS UllUOl' IiV.(lrian~ J!lliezor be 

ben rrat~ was sentenced to death for beina loysl to his r~li~ion. 

teetifa a~ains~ him, 

from the aourto(ll) 

from 

/;}.t:J.yll 
in SfcVil16 his ~er in hnv 

A traveler came into a strange city shortly before ~abbath 

Ee went to tho synago5ue to finu sor•:<1 one whom l1o 011n c;:i.ve h.io money 

--:.-..--------------------------·----·..-·-···-·- ....... _ ... ..-....,...,_ ... _, ________ .., _____ ..,_._ 
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en~r~stea all his vPlunblos for kecj~ :Lng 

~o ob~ain his mona~ from t~o wife of ~he swindler. ~1e fo~ner 

eO. a.ncl wa~clwcl b.nem unliil ~he forme.:r: retu:c.ned .•. Ail anothol' time 

~lijah ~rotacteQ ~~ Judah from four blasp~amers who wishea him 

' evil .. ( l£.k) 

son of ~he man's ~oar brother came to visit and get some aa•istanca. 

and he fell in love wibh hiA cousin. In spite of the rerents object-

ions e .. nc1 fears • the wedclint, wgs to t;pke I'Jaoe .• C.n the nic;ht of ·t:he 

wedding ~lijah arreared to ~he groom in the 3uise of nn old nan, 

not before lont::, thnt Lhe Ango1 of JJealill arrea:cec1 in the i;!;uise of 

a l·OOJ.' old man • .i.s he entered t;he house Giw 6 :coom rose, accer L.ocl 

the dis 6uiea roor man with resvect, and placed him at the head of 

the table, waited upon him in person, and showed all nos~iPalit~ 
' ' I -if. ) 

:possible, a.ud ·t~he .i'~.U.fSel of Dee..th was rowe:cless. '·· 0 

-----··-----·--------·--..,.--.... ------.. ---------\.-.------·------------
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lTot only cl.oos _;Uijah protect i.ihe l;ious, but he eJ.r::o ro-

l't%l.SO.i:lS for reci tine, ;nijo.h h;ymns o.n !;he m:t~goiJ:t.G of :::aiJbfJ.\ih. It is 

i-:1· "' , .. , + l· ,, ,_ .. -. , . _, ,, ··. "' ~ .•. C< •. • " •o. .•. , .., .Lt;i....., u .I.e iJ -'~ .l.~ J , .. Jl. ,.~· .L..,, .' olllL\. r;.J. the iree of Life ~nd rasoas out kiB ra~ 

words to those who deserve them-(16) 

,~..{. ;:ar~oon bon Yochei flGd :f:coP1 'l1l1n J.toman (~overnr;lGJJ.~. Por 

thirteen ;ye0 rs he hid himself in a CfWtJ. · ~.7hen ·Ui.e ~mpe:cor died, 

R. Kahana in Jespair of ~is rover~i, which loC hin ~o ovil 

i-'.i. Liine Lo oa.~c.ll .~.;. J'-ol.l.u..na. i.i.J. his a:cmso C.:lijah cl1ee:ced him ur and 

rrovidaC him with richas.(lu) 

Elijah for sroiling the braatas~ liasaid He had on aar~h. Rance ~lijah 

· wns -;{ ))OOr 8gr,i.n~ n1e condi t~ons Yvere now iniJolerab:te lio the man. J.le 

cried and fasted, prayed-and r0rented, until Blijah errea0ea to him a 

ag<:lin, e;ave hin d1e c:oL1s a.n<J. oblJ~dneJ a rrornise thnt thiD time his 

( Li Vide ·;.ur>i'.S, p.. 9"io 
(1? ~)al.lb,. ~)jlJ. 
( lU Kid o /h(1a 
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wealth will no~ affec~ his riety.(JQ} 

~here wPs a poor but verj ~ious couple. ~lijah ~vroure~ 

. 
t~e man disbelieved ~li~ah, ou0 ef0er the latter arreared three 

times lJ.o 'l ' ., ' I • t o CO i.lf>U •. Gel>. i!/1. Li.L:t !.U F; 

rrosparous years in bene~olenae ana charity, and in doin6 ever~ 60od 

:oos:::ibla .. ~7he.n ~he ~ern1 vms up, :,aijuh ap_peP.r.eJ. llo in:CorJn the eml 

can find people usin~ their wealth mora aonscienciouslJ, and thoir 

~/ monoy to a better :c1.dV~t.rrtt'ct,e, then give it to them''. lUijnh 1~econ-

sidered the matter, and obtained a special dispensation from God 

to leave all th(:'l wc:'lnli;h with the :cious cou·1,1o until thn encl o:f 

·I·J.·,,., •. ·,. r •1,. .. "' ( 20) Ll ... ._.. "-'-d it ~:J fl 

lhoro wns a pious but verj por man. Elijah arrearod to 

him ana offered himself as a servant8 ~he baing able to withstand 

his insistence accepted him ralucbantly. It was not very lon8 be-

fore the ki.n~; needed e. skillful build.or .. i.:.:lijH.h j.nformau his master 
>:_; 

of his skill• and ~a was sold to ~~o hinB for a very Great sum of 

money~ which was ~ivan to tb~ roor man. ~he first night in the Kin~fs 

J house ~lijah prayed to God, whereupon the contemplated palaeo of 
.. ,1. . . d. ,1 ( 21) the king stood in readiness in the court. ~ 1Jan 1sappeare~. 

( 19) 
( 20) 

( 21) 

Yalkut SUlirneoni, HU'~h, sect .. 601 _ . 
Midr. rlu~h Zuta ad. Duber neBr end; Yalk. Sh1m. sao. 
607. 
Rabbenu lHssim, "Bibbu.r 'Yaf:fehn 1).16. -i'his s·tory is 
embodied in tho piyyut "Ish Hassid" in tho Folish 
Geri'lf'.!l ritual of the Sab·bath High·~. 
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1Uijahl-s missions !;o not end. wi tl1 r::cotect:Lon. or rew<;~ra.-

I:le P.l f.) o uo;jected.a 

out covers or ho&t. iheir onl~ iOBsession hrs Lut a little sLr2w 

r--_l .·,r_,oo.r.·· v~.l 0·J·_·l B."', ___ l.. ·1~ .. ·[(J··· "'one , .. ,-;·:·r"''' ~ _ " c>. .,..;J:,, J. b . ·'· '' Ji.c . ,:,_, c;:l'l for his wife who is co~finad ~nd 

.lws .i.lO i.i even af3 much r:.ts 8. li.Vvle st~re:nv unc1ar her. ~1he couple '\ilerc-3 

comforted seein~ ~he voverts axis~ing in the world.(22. 

A o.evout n.nd religi.cn:ts m~m who waG also an indur;tri.ous 

s·tudent of th~ law· died. wld.lc:; he \VD..f:l young. His wife would. not be 

comforted, for she could find no roa ~:on for her .husbondt s den.th • 
.... 

Daily r3he went i;o hi£:; friends encl ~out Uli the ques·tionB ·of her hns-

bend' E1 deathto them. Until 1Hij ah a.J;pea.red in the guise of a stu-

d.e.nt; and. succeeded in of:ferin0 a valicl ex·ola:rw:tion for her husband's 
6 

death. She was comforted.(23) 

It is in the capacity of B co~forter that Elijah is the 

forer1in.ne.r «llf r~:esaiah .. ( 24} 

Not only does he protect the pious but he also admonishes 

them. In that he is very severe with ·the :pious and his intimate 

frie.nda.(Bb} Re·sees that the guilty get their deserts, in all he 

-'-'-------·--·--------------------............. ---~----=·-.~-----------
(~;,J Hedo 50a• Kat. 62b •. 
{f.>,..} s.,.,:; Eli~'ailu H. XV • l?• 7G. ad. Friedman. 
(-21J.j J.'irke H • ..:;.;1. p.2, .rio~o 7, ad. Jh·iedla.ndar. 
( 25) Vide infra. 11 lUijah Severe wi·!ih bho I'ious" l'Jo 
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invokes :corenLGnce~ 1. 6i 

-1()3-

::!even .)-'ears utter Zlij ah' s 11 J:ransla tionn, .he Bent; a let-

tc:c to .i ei:wrs.m cdmonishiug hirn in llif:J evil wrx;;s. 
( 2'1) 

in. ns.ac.o:c .Jl.i~ahu"-. Olwe a. mo . .n ce.me to i~. Aunan with presents, ill-

· cd;ndenball~ ho asked R. JtLna.n bo decide a case :tfo:r him. Due to the 
1:, I 

presents H. Annan felt disqualified t;o sJ.t in jnd.bment for the man. 

-1· he sent him to H. .Nachmtln. The lt;.t ·tor lcnowing thn·ti the man was sonli 

by R. Annan we.s lenient in l1is jud.gmen-11. :Becut:-1'38 of that; .Elijah coe,s -

end ord.ererlt l1im to :l)repa.re a box in_ which Elijah is to ai ·t; frorn now 

on in ldf:? ~'l:rpee,rnnces to H. Annan. unlike their previous inber-

views in which illlijah appeared to R. Annan face to face~ 
( (~8) 

R.. Jos.hua. llen Levi~ in orc1 or to snv e tllG irllw.bitr'nt 2 of 

L,ydda\11 t,nve U!) to the ~\oman Army Ula bar Koso.i.wbo ~llijnh :cebuked 

him for actirP as an informer. ( 29 ) 
. 0 

~lijE.t.h rebuked .. d ... J e1mdt~ 1~s wi bl.lholdint:; the eomint~ of 

Eor:uiah IJecs,use of ilis J.eniencJ in judt;m(:Jnt. (oOJ 

lie reprovaa d. Mair for aenlincl with the ~rostste ~lisha 
I-; "i \ 

ben ~b~j&h (~cher).l~~; 

nK<ohino tion 
. '32) 

on ·lihe F~ rt of Elijah 1;unishcc1 fo. r tho ir r-:c t:L ons. 

1., cr;:se in :po:Lnb is nlsc bhn sborJ of the Hns;:::id who Giber 

becoming rich through l~lijG.h" i'ox:e:;ot his :oiety, for w:nich ~Uijah 

....._,.._----··--·------.... _________ ,.,.,....,.. __ .. _____ ~~---------~---.......;----.... --·--------
(26) The element of invoking rorentence in Blijeh is strong­

ly brough·~ oulJ in the r,:essio..nie stories, "J.ter)eniJGJ.1ce 11 t 

SJ.lpra :D. o9. 
(\ ~~7) 3m:~nr CUam l{. XVII. 
{ 28) :Keti .. 106b. 
(29) Yer~ ]er. VIII; Dor. ~. 94 snd. 
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took aw8y the wealth from him~( 33 j 
~ ' 

fhez·e W£H3 a rich merch[J.nt who was ovorJ..y co.ufic.1ent in 

his material strength» and never considered God as n factor in his 

prosper*ty. Once while 6n his wa~ to buy cattle, ~lijah intercepted 

ld.m rn•l ques tionec1 hiPJ of' his wherecbout; s. The merchant; oon:::·d,fully 

"Sf,ty~ rvvi.Gh the help of ~:oa.r~ IUijah n.d.Clodo n1 hflVB the money in my 

merchant rerlied .. ·.n1on morchn.nt; enmo to ~.lJ.e rw.rl.:et. he c1iscov(~rod that 

.Lle lost his n-:oney 9 He Vient; bncl.: lwme for .new mone.:;, titnd a;_;o.in lie vJas 

- "~0 bu~ oxen, with the 

'1·~1··. •'f l·"~o·1 n v·e··"lJ" 8'1 +r·•., l'l""O-p-,,.,,..,t .I \:.~ f· 1.,) t v.., t .1.. ·~ .U .... ~- "", ll J. 1..:, t .-..~· ~t.. ~~.L.IiV!.u 110 
11 L,·-~o ;l. J. -/ e " c' e II ...... j) CJ, _I ) and 

l'Bll CQ'WS t 

A Romnn offic:er WC?.s :uwinhine; J1i:~ inl:tOritoc1 mon(-ilY c:oro-

lessly • !!:lijo:n .'?r·:cea:cecl to h:\.1>1 9J1(1 Hc1monishel'1. i:Lim for his WD.f>be:ful-
r ,_, r:; \ 
\. :J D J ness .. 

---------·-----~- .. ~-- ---- -·- _ _,·-------------~----~------~- ···-----·-·-----~--~--

~30{ Yoma 19b~ 
U:Jl; J;iQ-30 ic:,n ,. lCa. . 
( :32; Sa.nh,.. 199a. Vida Supra. :PI'• 97 - 98,. 
(33} Vida Supra pp. 100 - 101. 
(3.4.} A.lfe. .Beta. of Ben Sirah, IV •. Bld. Venice. 
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( 36.) Gen. R. 33 - This. incide.rrt e.hows Elijah's activities even i 
outside of the J·awish fold. 1· :i 
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Not only does Elijah admonisht but he makes it possible fo.r 

those desiring to d.o right to do so. Hence, he conjures by an oath 
l ~6) 

Yeaer Ha'B&; to desist from his evil intentions:.,., 

The same idee, is brought bu·t in the legend of 1111ija.h ll:illing 
( 37) 

~: , Samsel .... the angel of evil ... when, ].:is s.iah comes.~ 

As ~~guardian angel the.re is no limit to E.lijah~a sativitiaa. 

Helping the a:l.ok is ol1e of the mMY• He comforts and affects oures~ 

'by natural. a;nd miraculous ways. 

Shimi bar ,A,'shi. ·$vtall:;'Owera·· 1e;"; poisonous reptile. Elijah appear-
38) 

ad ·to him and forc;ed hini to take an antchdote which affected a cure~ 
R .. J'udah I • Elijah saved from dreadful pains of a toothache 

by laying his hands U])On his face .. Not only did he affect the cure~ 

but, also b:r.o'gg~1t a'b«»ut a .reaonciliation between R. Judah and H~bbi 

Hiy;.yah who were anemias :for a long time. For lUijah appeared to 

;::) ~ J d h 1 t, i f t:I l
39

) .. ,_ u a n .... e gu se o·· .a • .r. i;;ah.,.., 

To R. :Na~han Elijah :prescl·ibad a diet for ·the :improving of 

l·liS 'h ·lth ~ 40 ) ee . ·~ 

JlliQ TiQ.~iS ... :~:WlLQKiL.D.-LmN 

With the little folks, JUijah is eHpecially friendl~y .. He 

is concerned with them HERR from pre-natal ·times, untol ·they are 

safely in the J ewi.sh covenant. The care of children forms a major 

----------~-.-- ... --------~·---..----·-------_... ____ .. ______ _..........,_ 

(36) 31fre, 74a, Gen. R. 87,5. Lev. R. 23. 3. 

'37) 
( 38) 
t 39) 
( 40} 

YBlk. IJ.od.osh, 
S~lbba.tt 109b. 
Yer. Kil. IX~ 
Gi'c-tin, 70a. 

32b; Bar. R. 33. 96. 
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:part of ~lijah' s missions in Medieval and Modex·n times .. 

While the babe is still in her Mother's womb, ~lijah guards 

i·t co.refully and keeps it from h$.rms until it seer:3 lie,ht. (t.~:l)When i·t 

is bavrn, Elijah is in bhe lying-in cham·ber until the child is enter-
~ 42) ed in·to JGhe covenant and protected ~'\?;fl-ins·t demons n.t:ld evil spirits._, 

· But of greatest concern ta Elijah is that the child, especially a boy 

;,, , be ent;ered. properly int;o t.b.e covenant of 14.braham. Renee, he is present 

at every :a'rith; ( 43 ) and personally over sees tha ceremony. He holds the 

be. by while the ciroumoism takes place. blesses it am then rezpaims near 

tile child during t.he threG ori:tical days of the Olieration, to help and 
(.44) ' 

p.ro.tect it. ll1or this purpose a S})ecial chair ce,lled th.e "Elijah 

Ohair'~ Ill ~~>t, ~Lv xo ~ ~s prepared art every circumcisni ceremony. It is up­

on this chair that ea..ch child is supposed to be: laid. for the 011eration~ 

as it were in the handB cllfi 1Hijailo.. (
4

B) On the Sabbath, following the 

c,ircumcism., lUijah is again invoked in a special piyyut.,. { 46) 

The mission of (A~gel of the Covenant} was ordained upon 

Elijah in t.b.e following manner. In the t:li.me of .i\.hab an.d Izebl, Yahweh 

worship was ne2,lected and the oovent:'1n·t of ilbrt.:illt.tm often ·broken • .bllija.h 

----....... --·-·-...... ......., ____ ..,_~ .. - - ... _ ri--~-_____________ _...._.,.,_..__""""" ________ ... __ _ 
( 41) 

.( 42) 

( 43) 

( 44} 

( 4.5) 

/ 

·~alk. Reub. W~i'l'l 

~he o,mule·ts ox U.lhir ha-Me,ralo·bh Q.uititoln 11ut up on tl:la 
walls of tho lyi.ng-li!.n chamber. invokes Jnijah t;;a protect 
the !~o·~her an<.1 child from evil spirits •. 
Zoh~.r. ls 1s l?lh 92-93; /l~n.J"\ P.• 169a and w::~?'; Shulcho.n­
h.ruch, Hilchoth nx:~ilahV 265, 11; cf. Kol - l3o, Ch. 73,. 
The n1tilijah Chair" is left :lntact for three (lays- tho dn.n­
;3'Grous re:d.od of the chilo.'s operation. ~r11us, I~lije.h is 
provicled with ~1 :DlBce during these da.ys of his s··tay with 
the child. - J. E~ Vol. V. p.l28, Col. 2. 
Tod~;uy then.Elijah Ohai-r" is still prepared. But instead of 
k.ee:o:i..n~ the child on thHt (',ha,ir during the operation, the 
c.tul.ct. lS only put down o.u,the n.Elija.h Chair" fo.ir a moment 
and·then handed over to·the Sandek, who is placed at tha 
laf't of the"Elijah Chai.t•". fjiiill· prayer at the. ceremony 
rea.d r3: · 

(46} Kol. - Bo. Uh. 73. 
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(47) 

retired. in a1 cave Hnd the rt7 prayed to God. and complained over 

I sre:el' s forsaking the CoV(-Hl&nt. Therewron God. e:rpeared to him and. 

\ promised him ·that because of his zealousness for G·ocl, no child shall 
-~_.·, 

.~ . ~ . 

be entered into the covenant of Abraham without him 'being }lresent. 
' ( 48) 

To honor God~s promise, the Rabbis instituted the"Elijah ahair~ · 

Some Ha.ggidists consid.er this miisi.on as a punishment im11osed uron 

.ililije.h because i.n. his over-zealousness he condemned the ch.:i.ld:cen of 

~ha b ' s ·t 1' me of.' f ' · · t · C t ~ ';~; 9 1 
1·- f' 1·1 · ~ · orsaKH16 ·.Lle ovenen • '"' wwevc~:r:, :rom e. l.no.J.ca-

tions of the oeremo.ri.J e.nd t;he lee,o.ncJ.s col nee tied with it, as cn.rried 

down to ·present ·time
11 

the idea is that of invoking the r)ro"Gec·tian of 
(50) 

Elijah,, in h:i.s mi.s sion as a Guarcliv.n .t'j,ngel •. 

But IHijah'1 s solic.~i tude for children docs not end with 

·the B~·rith. :~hlllS, when a ship was sto.rm-tos~ed.. IUijah st.Wf1d ·bhe en­

l•il~e crew of G:entiJ.es in order to save the o.na J·awish chi.ld ·that; was 

. (51) on board. It. is also one of his joys to visit schools for child-

ren. 
( 52) 

The home in general is not neglestea by Elijah .. r.:ed-

ieval lore prixiging to the home whe:D.ever the door is opened., thus 

he is presen·t on Sa'bba.th ave when the Sabbath lightt:l radia:te the 

home.; he is in ·the home on Sa."bbath ni.ght to ·lh.eali:,IJ blessings and l?ros-
( 63) ( 6r$} 

perity for the new week. He is the honorary guest at every nwrith. 

____________ _.......---~-----------... ---------·4' _____ _...~~------.......,-------
I Kings, XIX, 10. 
J: irke.... R.. E.l. XXIX.; Ya.llt. ·Shim. 0 ~ ::1 an'L Joshua XV • 
Z:ohar IL;, l~ 93a. It is. a practice to decorate the"E.lijal.l. Chair"and cover 
it with embroidery re,ad.in~ "':'..:1.;'1 ·v•:::t. Thl.s custom 
well e.xpresses. the spirit in which Elijah's vis.i t j.s taken. 
l?sik. R. Kohe.na. ed. Bubar, P• 136 ff. ;J'"1~1o /)'.l.)l Vide . 
ln:rre.. P• 1 h .. -\~~ s. E.l1yahu R. XVJ.II, J'- 100 t ad. Friedman• 
Vi.d.e Supra. P• 9~a.. no-te 5. 
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He is present. at the Seder an<l p~;~.rta.kes of the rneftl 9 (
55) He is es­

pecially interested in marriages. The right co~ple he blessas,C 56 ) 

and does everything in his :power to stop or hel11 mesalli.ances.( 57
) 

Not anl~ does Elijah look after the welfare of the indi­

vidual Jew, but s,lso of· Isre.el !;\S a whole. He is Israel's :protect­

ing genius from area tion~ (~el) until the end o:f dH;,y s. ( o'J} 

When (}ad wanted to create n1R.n he consul ted. the nnc;els, vvlw 

out of jealousy objected. Elijah was the only one among them, who 

fa:vored God.' s :plai1, and not onl;y clid. he favor the crea:tion of men, 

but asked for t;,he })ri vilege to go down 'bo ·t~1e earth and serve them. 

God gran·ted 1Uijah his request on the condition he bears a human 

name while on earth. Still and all he was not sent down to the earth 

as a full mortal until the times of Ahab. thof,lgh as an angel he ap­

peared to men befol~e then .. I-t was in the times of Ahab that he 

brou.gh·t Israel back to ·the true faith,. when he made them proclaim 

on Mt, .. Carmel o"lls>< 0 ><1"i'l" When this mission was acoomplished 

he was taken btlck to hea"(Jen, and appointed ®ua:r:di.an Angel of Israel 

in Heaven and on earth.(GO} 

The Angel o;g God who guided Israel throu6h the wildernes~3, 

was .uo ot;.her than Elijah. It was he tha·t headed ·them when the.v cross-. 

ed the fted Sea .. (61) It was ~lijah in the person of Phineas that 

saved Israel i.n Midia.n. ( 62 ) .r·t was .Elijah that loolred after Israel 

in the time of Jephta,(ti3) Elijah was thex angel who appeared to 

~--·---------------------··---------------------------------

( 5.4} 
(55) 

( 5.6) 

Vide Supra. Pl'l• 105-107,. ttJ?rotac·ts the Children" 
An "-Eli.jah Oupn of wine is served for Elijah at the Seder 
table. He is: expected to enter when the door is opened e.t 
n l$)'10n l''S:JW ., . . . 
A picture of :I!JliJah on a Ketuba. of MedJ.eval times • - J .. E. 
vol. v. P<~l21, contains a. photograph of one. 

I 1', 

' I . 
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Gideon. ( 6~) It was Elijah that saved Israel from ·the pernioioua 

inf'lue.nae. of I:aebal. 

When Haman wanted to destroy Israel; it was .Elijah tha:b 

affected salvation. It was he ·that informed ].Ji'ordechai of Aha.suerus' 
( 64\ decree, and Haman's machinations.. · ·J When Esther brought her 

complaint before t.he King. it was Elijah in tohe guise of Harbona 

that :point.ed. out. to the King,· the tree in the court prepared by 
( (~5) 

·Haman for Mordechai, upon which 'the former was ultimately hanged. 

----_____ .___ .. ________ .. _ .. _. __ . __ _...__ _______ . ---·---------· 
(57) Tanchuma '::~ ''f'i-. f1 , vide supra story of the Ka.:tloni·th. 

lh 99ff .. Kid. 70a. 
(58} Yalk .. Reub. P• 9b ed. Amstredam; Ha-l?ardes :p.162; 

Emek ha-Meleah, ch. 39. . 
(59} The Messiani<J legend, vide supra l?ar·b II, ch .. I. - !>irke 

R. J.H. X:.::Cc~v •. P• 161 - IUijah the meJ:3Sfm6e:c of ~_,alvat;ion. 
(w.· ~) Yalk. Reub • .f'I'VJ'-A"'):::J.. p. 9b 
(61} D'Harbelot. ~Biblioth. Orient~ art. "Moussa". 
(62} Vide Supra PP• 56-57. 
( 63) Viele Surra :P• 59 ; Be.r. i{. I.u\.. Tanchuma e.i.1d OfkJ 
( 64} 1!:s'bher H. III; Ta::cgum 'to 1~sbher (Kohelet R. X.; ~i. 

IV, J .• 'i.'19.rgurn Sluwi to i'bicl. h~liye.b."L:t i~.xn: J>,5 ad. IP. 
( 65) l?ir~ke n. BL Bl1 .. :B\t•ieuJ.ander ll• (ko7; Ber. H. 4h9; EErbhe:c 

H. X, ~)fi A5ge.d.ot of J:T~limanides J!S;JP ,.nl:lS/1 I. 7. 
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C H A P T ~ R IV 

Visits academies-- ~eacher --.Re­
veals heavenlj secrets. 

Visiting Academies was one of the 3reatest jo~s of Blijah. 

Daa after d&y he would ~o from one Academy to the other. and cognito 

or incognito. join in in the discussi6ns, listen to the lectures. 

argue and (~.Ulie;n·t;e.n the great; Ha.b.bis of the Talmu(l, ~u1d later· of ·the 

lT 'b'b 1" t (l) 1' 1 1' I·· • 't ' • . (la) A& B 1s e. ta a. so oved ~o v1s1- schools of chlldron( 

Eliezer beu H1rca.nus was already a grown up youth. when he 

was still working· in his :fai:;her' s field .• totally ignorant of the Torah 

Sud.denly a desire came ur,on him to learn the Torah and the teachings 

of the Rabbis. All the wealth and comforts provided for him by his 

father would not satisfy him. Re fasted and cried until Elijah ap­

peared to him and advised him to go to Jerusalem to sit at the feet 

of J ohane..n be.u 2achai # where he became a. e;rea.t scholar .. ( 2) i'hus 

Elijah not or1ly visi·~s the .Academies, but also influences stude.trts 

to go there. 

~2.) 
daily. 

As a teacher Elijah was very versatile. His greatest 

act.ivi·by in this capacity wr:1s during the s.:'almudic time:::J and the 

j 
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·times oi the early m,ystics. However, when the ~ime of r~essiah will 

come he will again e:XJ?lai.n ·the Lav; to his people, and 6i ve final 

solution -~o all .mooted. questions. ( tJ.:) 

To H.e.ba bnr Abutt, Elijah OJIIJ1ained the l.aws of ~erunmh, 

and another time enlithened him with re6ar&s to Esthar.(5) 

~o soma Rabbis he informed that a ram may be substituted 
I 6\ 

r-· d · l 1 ~ ,_h t . . . t . A. xor an ox an v~ce versa. J'-no·~.~. er ":Lme upon a VJ.SJ. · · J.n an ca-

demy he BX11lainetl some difficult poin·ts in the his·tory of Omri, 

and ended up in an enlightened discussion on the significance of 

worMln1d.nd in human :progress .. ( 7) To another group he showed how 

shortsigh·ted mortals are. ( 8 ) A-t; all times he would give enlightened 

answers ·to. all qu.es tions asked of him. ( 9 ) 

~o R. Simeon ben Levi and his son who were hiding in a 

cave, he aiJpeared twice da.ily and instructed ·them .. ( 
10

} 

When 1Uiezer asked him difficul·t questions • Elijah eu-

aoura~ed him by informin0 him that .the same ques·tions ware asked 
( ll \ 

in the heavenly academies. 1 

( lE) 
1Hiezer be11 Simeon he taught for thirtc)en ,years. 

B .• ,.\n.nan he used to visit daily and teach"f:3eder :::ni,yahu" 

until 1Ghe lattor was involved in a.n injus'tiice, when KLijah{ s ceased 

being as frequent.(13) 

----~---------------.._ ___________ ..___. _________ _ 
( 1) 

'I a} 
( 2) 
( ~)) 
( 4} 
( 5) t .. \ 0} 

7) 
( ~) 

( 8) 
Cl.o) 

s. ~Eliyahu H. IX, IJ:p-. 11~), til; XIV t PP• ?Off. XVlll, 
PP• 95, 9'.1ff. ed. P;ciedman. 
Ibid, J). 100. 
I' irk(-) n.. 1~1. ch. It eel. Prie<llande.r. 
:n,ir;:rli . .l~pis"ble of Sherirn eel. Heubaue.:r :V• ~32 
Y e b .. 1 o 2 b ; t: en~ i1 ~) ; · ~ o ha r 1 ~ I I I, 2? • Vi (1 e Surra }) • 9 0 • 

Megilah I5h 
S~ ~~liyalru. ~·~. VI, P• ~)6. 
Ibid IX, DV • 49, 51 
Ibid II, p~9.; IVi.idr. lia'Heelam '7(1') y! .. lCiOb )::l-.:3 >;:;L~ 'lS'>i-\liJI 

)'.:J.)( Yl~ SY.IW .>Lt..,l/.1 ~~ • .Dliyahu ~:~. XIV,p.70ff. XVI,p .. GO .. 
Ta'anith 22a 
3oh8<L' ~Lodosh Y.:2II '.4:7b .. 
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Nehorai was a special pet of .;:nij al1 and he ins·cructed in 

Biblical passa~es, as wa~l as in the phenomena of nature8(l4) 

He gave incliviclun1 instruction to rlabbah ben Shilag ne:bb~,h 

ben Abahu, R. Abiathor, H.av Kahana, 13ar He He and others who are 
. ( 15) not mentio.nel1 by name,. 

He would meet the aabbis at the Academies, at their homos 

or at any place whore there was an occasion for a discussion of the 

Torah, and e.nli,;htenment was wantin1s• ( 16) Yet while he always 
( 1'7) 

expla.j . .ned., he never initiated new lawB, ·t;ha t he will do when :t:essiah 

will corne .. 'ltJ) 

liis ~eacllillciS were not limited lio the ~i}almu.<.l.ic Habbis, he .. 

also instxucted. bhe Kf},bbalisbs~ \1~) ~~~o H • .ll.braham bon lhavicl and ~1.. 

Jacob h~J-llfaz.ir ha revev.led. the m,ysl;erie s of b.c.bbalah. { 20) A:fber 

Kabbalah has been lost for several ceuturies 1 Elijah restores it 

again through R. Isaac Lurie AslD~nazi0( 2 l) 
But his taachin~s are nob even confined to Jaws, he also 

' 

. ( 2~d) 
~he gent1les. With a 

.. . ( 2:0) rarsee he argueQ against the divinit~ of 11re. 

:tl·o:r were hi~:1 teachings limi tecl to the Law or r~Jligious 

f.Uld moral rroblenm. n.L~at one third, dririk one thircl, nr.H1 ref5t one 

.____.._ .. _______ . __ ... _____ .., ____ .......... --·-- ... ,_... .......... -------------... ----
(ll) ~ouar an~~ 220bo 
(12) ?esi~ta ed. Bubar X, v~ 92b~ 
(l.J) l~e·1;~ JJ)5b, v:lcle surra J> 10~1- ',_1he rn·esent collee·c:Lon 

n,.1""l .. l'l U'i·)-=> ·']l'". '··t·l .,,., ... , .. ..,-. .• ,I -u+.-1'· '\i:iT!:"l~ ('0"l"'~l'0·''(" 1 l-n .•. , a ..LcA.J. a. .;. \J .C4 ··--tY·a;.l . 1\{J,UUc:.J.,L v . ..J U(_ ... u. ,c..,b ' .L O,J,.. l ·:...J.. jet.. UJ.. -

lO.t1c.j ~<:trne the tx·eatises .ir.t Wl.:.ich laijnh inEt:cucted .\i. 
Aru1an. However the rresch~ collection 0oes neither come 
frorn .Glijah, or frmn an JJlijoJ1. scl10ol~ :.Choi'G rna;; .have 
bee;:J. s. cj.milar collection rosseBnetl b,y t11o :...1 alrm.l.d.~Lsts.-

l,a· ~16"' ·""~~" ''l ~" .," ·'·'·'i-ll " 2'8 L ,., l "II :.: .1 -..,.P ~;.~Or a.uSCHr.u. u P• _.,;t ·, no l.ie o, vo .• A • 

((1,1}-.Yer·. Ber. IX. l3c; RuthR. IV. 
(15) ~aggi3a 9b, 15b; B. Me~ia ll4b; Gibtin ti~; hid. ~la; 

_ . ~3 •. Bathra ?b; ·Ye:r. :cer. L, 40d; Ket .. Gin 
( 6\ v 'b 6''' ~,. . .• L; ..1.8 • :1a; l·::eg1J.a 15b; J3er. :.Ja·, C)9b· fn·'· "1('6 

.... ' '·'- 0 • --.1 a; 13. Me;;',iaG5b 



'n, ' Be not 
one th:L:cd", was his 

sickly R. Nathan.~~~ 1 

angr~ anJ. ;you will .not; sin, clr.·irik not e.nd ;you will no·iJ go a1niss
11 

-

l:f one vvo,nts f 2h) 
aJ . .tot;he:c advice .. \ .. , 

the work, and be willing \;o sacrifice fo1~ it .. ( 2?) ,.;nijah states in 

ruw·ther :clace. ~_~o a grou}' of 1~e:bbir3 in an Aca\'lerl;y he exrJ.e,inell tho 

J!OSition of the Gfl.:CGh among the STJheres.(
2

S) 

Hot onl.Y c1oer3 laijah teo._ch arul instruet (jU~ he also reveals 

heavenl,y socretso O:i: course only his :Lrie.ncts are lot in on ·bhese 

( 2 ' 
m.;ysteries.\\ 'J; 

J.L• J eshua ben Levi wauted to Bee the br:Li:;;l.d; stones, which 

aocoru.int}; to Isaiah, U)O) will rerlaoe the sun when :.te.lestine will be 

restored to its ancia~t ~lor,y. ~lijah showed it GO him in the follow-

misa from it, the,t; i·t will 1eacl ll. J eshua ben .Levi ·bo the. rlace where 

"~he precious stones a:r.·e hic1den, :for which J.Uijal.t vvill save t;he shill 

from d.rowning. 1r'lhen ·the rshi]? came f.M3hor(1 R. ~r eshua ben Levi followect 

·the (}hild • Po:.c thrtje tla,ys they wandere(i, until -thoy came iio e. cave. 

_____________ ._....,.__ ...... _._..,.....,--------... --~---- ..... ~ --------~------.--.--....----

Sabb~ 13a; Sanh. 97a; Ber. R. ch. 54; Num. R. IV, ot vide 
infra "Elijnh' s Arrer:u:·intjs". l)J.i• 

( 

( 17) 

( lG_) 
( 19) 

( ou· \ \... ; 

fhis fsct ~ay be noticed in examinin~ the references in 

notes lb and 16. 
In t;:c octuc I; ions co 11 safer lm-1? lioh11 and "':afer ha-Koneh" ; 
Be ha-E. III, 38, ; Gr§/cz,"Gesh~IT VII, .no'ce 0, IJ• <b~~fi, 
Yellinecl;: .• "l~uswahl .. Kab1JalistiBeho .L~~stH;_n Dl· '"'-b; 
.i.\.elw.uati r;. 17~)c1; Asulai, !I o''=>n4!7 -fli'AlLi 11, J. _S\.,'~l:l 

Men 32b .. 

o·J'('-1 sec. fl':l w:::c. 
u..:.m.ek .tw,-l:J:elech11 l.nlir'o. i· :Jb. 
f.:. .c:li;y atm. .t{. VI , l;. 3 5, e C.. l!' r i.e dt!mn. 

Ibid., I, IJ•D• 
GiVGill ?o 
Ber. 2.<Jb. 
f:o ..::lli.y D.llU J.io )J(IJ.; I' • 121. 

\ 
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There the~ stones were tirear"Jureu • .1i,. J eshua pi ckec1 u:c) the s i; oneB, 1;u t 

the ~low was so Btron~ that he dropped them to the ground and they 

diBapr;ea.red. ( 31} 

Once Joshua ben Lewi asked ~li~ah to Liake .him alont, on his 

J. ouJ:'.ne v s arouw1 Llle wor.·L· ci o .·) 1he ·,·)ro···Jfl,YG ··1· eJ dec" " ... ~- ,, ... ~ i/· .. l.. to tlw re CJ.ue s t on co.u-

dition that Jeslu1a never questions uis actions. ~hould he vid~ate the 

condition, the journa~ will end~ and the Rabbi will be obliGed to 

· was at the home of a )Oor man whose only possession was a cow. but 

overheanl .cllijah vraying to God the cow of lihe host 1)e ld11EHl, a11d 

before they ~eftcthe ho~ritabla house, the cow wns deaa. a. Jes~la 

could no·t l'efre,in, anc1 exolaimed to Blijs.h: 11 1 s ·thms 1ihe rewo.rd, the 

roor nw.n receives for lds J:ws:r;.ii!;nli~y?". I:nije.h remi.udeC:l R· Jeshv.a 

of Llle agreemen:~, e.nd silently )clw;y· cwnti.lJ.ued on their trip. 

'.Coward evening they cr:w1e to iihe house o:f a rich man, who 

cli<l no I; even as mnch as look at them, and tlw.Y WGJ:'o com~oeJ.lecl to r1ass 

the niE~ht without :foocl or d.l"inL. In the morrdn3 n. Jeshua heard 

~lijah rray to God. that He build a wall which had caveJ in intho rich 

--·----------..-------.. -··-~---~---------·----- ----------
( 2t.l) ~:)eJer ,ai.Ya.uu J.(. II, r· J, ed. :Jl.r·iGdnr .. n. -· ·.nu~ foJ.J.owinJ 

nection n.L{evcnls hea:venl_y Sec1·e tsn, anr.\. L.i..1.e cl.J.ar ~ELC on 
"..-U1jah as I~riGnctt' l'll• ·r)l~:\.nb ou(; tJ:J.o se;:1G i<.leus as in·~ 
bid. s che.p ~ e r. 

(2J) Vid.o Infnt, lXC• l1"1{1 

~ 30~ Uhantor LIV, 11-12 '\l. ·n -~, • ) .~,· 1 ···-vr·J·T ,'"lu..". j·.-)·ub1-1x: 1":,. l':Z.6ff. ~ • .., ... ,,a, ~>'.ll/ ...., .d~S~J.CCA. .l.~o.ft \.0 ·ln.Xla ,:-~,. . .~- t - ~ v r 



s;i.l.ver and ;;ol<l, yeb the riel!. members t;lloreof showed xw conccrll for 

leavini~ that :clace r)r·a.Y ell tl:~.a t God would nwJ;:G them all 1Gad e:cs. ~J ollu 

si.Jonce. 

, one 9.no ther <i..n :performing ac 1;s of kinllness aw1 hosrJi·!Jality to D liran-

c;ers ~ Great waD the scu:p.rise o:r: R. Jeshua ·when lw herti"c1 tho :r.!~OiilJ.e t · 

pray that God givex them only one ~reat leade~. 

~:. Jeslma 1Jen ~~.evi cou1(l .uo-L rGi'rrd.lJ an.;,r lon;;erp ancl aBkecl 

'L;o .for:i~iet ·GHe co.nGil.LUatio.rl of i:ii1e j ou.c.ney •. :.Gijt-l.lr sm:i.1ill0 1~ B.JlSVJe:c·eL1.: 

his wife, so I r:·rD .. .yed l.io 0oCt ~ that; ne take the l:Lfe of his oow irw ~ca.U. 

of that of D.is ·~vifeo 1 r:ca.yod. :Cox· ti.;.e inhospi liable rich nan -tha·t t;he 

wa cav e(l in wall in his house s band ur, -l)ecv .. u.se ur1(le:c 'Lha t vmll bherc;J 

is a. grea·b treasure, which tllaii man does .not deserve. I p:ra.yell for 

me:n~~ leaders in the unfriendly congree;ation. That; will be tl.w cause o:f 

i t.s d.ovmfaib.l; which it <.leserves. I wished only one leader the kind 

corarn.uni·ty of ou.t· last acque,intance. so that unity and 11eace ma;; al­

Wt:J.ys be among them, and. in Goc-1 1 s name ·they prospe:r:. n(32) 

It was to the same H. Jeshua ben J.ewi that .mlijah showed. 

his seat in J?aradise, while he Wt:ls still alive. ( 3 3) At a.not.l.1er tir:~e 
.. • .. ~- . ({)t:b) 

he arre.ngecl :for .lnm an 1nterv1.ew VV11ih .t.jess1ah. 

------ ... ----~------·~--~---·~---~-·----··- ·--··· -~..,..,._..- _____ ......... _______ ___.,.__..,_ __ ~--- ------·---.. ~-·~ .. - ----~----. --· ·-. -------
Habbenl:t 1Hssim, 11 J;I:i'bbnr Yaffeh" lJJ)• 9-12. Yellineck~ 
~? ha-~o V~ 13~-135; VI, 131-133; Koran, Sura XVIL. 
b9-82 - ev1dently scory very old. 
sa,nh.. 9.Ga. 
Kat;~ 77b - l~. J eshua bon .t...ev i wHs Ow i'o.v orio of Elijah. 
B. ha-M r. ;.1~8; Ill, ~.6G~ 
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~lijah wes censure~ im lieaven.,~o 

i'u'' J.')• .·i'(;jJ~".l.,.l. ·.,-.).r'Qi:./.18." Q-i·' <i C'Q]Q J'':t•~s<·•:rlo -.-'1'- -·:.,J·l 1-:o· 'l,'l ' . .1.·,, nr··.·o· 1. ""' """l,..l _ ~ ..... .As ..,. J:\lt f.-' .. r'-·~~ o .. L.'" , .L!.I .J .. v..i l,_, . u ..l .. u. 4J J..I..J (:~, .·11 

appoi~ted time for the arrival of Kessi~1, viz: eiuht~-five Jubille 

reasou w.hy Mer:Jsiah does not coFJEl ~300ller is boca1H38 lihG r;.t··ovclenc(~ oi 

immorflit;y :Ln 'cJH:; v~;ol·ld.(::';G) He c"lso Lold him ~u:wther cren.L Doo:cGt. 

>: ~ J I \ 'l J Q • I• J .. , o f' 
08 ~CSJ.'rl1J.Gll~:lCt l!O GllJO~ :t.U.idUJ:e -~ .G in ?arRJise. ~lijah showed ~im a mot 

motley jailer, because tho latter protected the women in his custody 

.t, r•· • , .. ._ 'L • -~.. -,, l' -· }· o l"' ... i + ' , '·· ·'· .t.ro.,l ~mxno.t.d .. .1. ~~~· _,JA lJ8. 1 ,,. '"o J o nueu. ou1J uO ~wo joste.rs ns ce.ndic1etes 

for (;}w future world., becs .. use ·whenevor they see c:Jomo one sacl ~ Ow~ 

( 
r• ' \ 

eheer llim UJ>o 
00

' 

Vlllile iJhe :.CoroJ1 was stcl.Cdecl :i . .i.l i.JJ:w act:J,<lem.ios on earth;. God:;~ was r·o:r.f.l.ali-

in~ ~he lesson with them, except tha~ oi a. ~eir, because Cllo la~iJer's 

\Vn. 2 :x .uo t ori.:.;,inal .. t ~~J) :J..'() o c;ner· J.\au IJis, .C.:lija11 l:ioJ.u v;.nicll J.a:w God \?HS 

studyin6 at . , 
S 'f-uc"tV-j fl;_;~ "l t'· " nn "" '·,;, -l ,. ·. • :·.-10 l L,_(J} v 

01 
.... _..., c" C< ,,._.r, \J< .. ,..\.H v ~ .... • 

J.ll i . .d.l.G w:cev;t cont;rovors;y botweeu _,__;:.Liozo:c bo.u. h,yroc:J:J.us nwl 

• ' • 1 , 1 1 "J 0 -.•1 • ., ., ' , "1 I. llhe :bath .L .. o 
1 

rnu ocJ:1e:c ElUJ;orno .. liU.t'f . ..t. ::-ugns, _,~..L~J8...i.1 oorntmn~octGG~I. co 

__________________ .. _________ ... _, ____ MO ___ ...... , ............ ---- .... -----------:------
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., , ,, " I "L 'l \ conquered )118 r1y chi lclron, n SG HI ',rOC\. ... '""· ' 

ae Josi while trsveling, stepped aside on the road~ and enter 

eC one of i.;he 1'Uins of ;_; erusaler-1 to offer ~1is rra;yor.s. Ielijall. a:prear-

ed, :::~tooc1 eli 'i.~he door nnd ,.,;,uarc1ed him u.nL;il he came out~ :Gli'jall then 

admonished R. Josi far en~orin0 Lh3 ~bodo of evil spirits: One should 

who,ti lle heard in the ruin, to wl.i.ion ,.-(. Josi rep1iBu: 11
.;\ voice cr,yin0 

like a dove. saJin3~ rwoe unto m~ children on whose account, 1 havax 

destroyeJ. my '.l:ernp1('J~ burned my citj.es, nnd causecl them ·[>o be exLLeU. 

amo.ng tho nations.' n ...... ~.Uijah th(;w, informecl .~.t. Josi that the voice 

he heard was the ~oice of God, bewailing the conditions of his exiled 

children. ~Cllreo -~imes dnil;y ~ anc1 ev or;; time :oeopJ.e assem!)lo in the 

8y.ue.gogue, God. bends his head and. sn,ys: n:aapr•.Y tho Li11t; :ln rvhosG 

kingdoJn there is peace! ~hat joy is there to n father who has dis-

owned his childrent and woe co the children who are estran~ed Irom 

the fn tiwr' s 
{ 

,1 ') ~ 
1 · ~'- J; (--.~I 

cr· b.Le. 

ne ~lso revealsJ other secrets to 2. Josi, he also told 

i 0 :c uiddrJH 
J.J.ie 

·· ~ ·-. r: \','lln ·r1 i.;· r ~;}'- o ll oF. :r GJ.L '~HG r3 l) ;,,_c1 c .:l L t;e :at to the >',l' D.V e o t .i..~ • 
.. : . .l..(>.l.J."'. _... ~ 

______________ . ____ _...,._. ___ ... _________________ __, ________ _ 
B. Ke zir b';)b 
Her .. 3a 
San.h) ·Jea 
B. L .. e z,J.a GLb 

·I 
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~lijah net ~. Simeon Pna informed 

hire 

":i. 6.n~1J .&lijah l.;ook up to .o<.Baven t.i.le souls of L'CnOWlied 

hubus.1ist;s <'hd showed. tJ:.em t;.ne :&.Leavenl.:; Council, vd~.orebJ tho,y 

lea.rned the sea:rcts of tlw Hi;,:;:,c:Lc v;orlll.,_(~b6). 

·------------------~--·--------------·---~·----
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Elijah [:"~ frieml 
-- Fre que.nc,y of his 
wi~_;l1 his friem1s 
his fr:i..e.nc18 --

Chon siilC; hiD friencls 
viRits -- Intimacy 
E 1 i j n h FJ r; v e r e v: i :_; lJ 

xxim haboalists nnQ ocher vious non. lie would visit 1Lem fre-

sri:citt1.~il o11o 

like tiw !1,-·'1' .• r' J!i ~J c: J~i. 

Elij8ll Gl.Lose lJ.i.f::.·firawls fJ..'OFl f<Inonc:, t;he }.lioun nm1 l;.ho 

lr;~n~cnec1.(2) But h0 Jwd Rlf~O oG~lGr 8GI'.:tl.c1f-lrc\.s 1;,1./ v;hic:il he selocijcd. 

t1J6 
' r> } 

\·l' ]"(1 \ 0 ..-.- . l A g, 

self firat. rnd then his .~ue;'lts, r>Dcl t:[le ol;LJH' in·otlwr \iho first 

visited the lD.tter b11L y;onlu not vifJit L~Je 

------------------~~----

( l} Vide SU}:L'r '?· ~Db . 
(2} Vide SUfJ.'fl ~J~lijE,\.h 8.8 :UG£i.CilOI' [:ncl Guid.e': ch.4, r~:~rt II -

Lose oj: ttis _ reln·cions wrs ns teDcller o:C Lhe Lmv. 
(3) l'i.lresd '· in the .Uib1ice.l s ~or oi the vvidow of Zn . .rerh~:1th 

C.+.L~~lc:,s, ~'\:VII.) tluhs.mo(i~ i~-; LuJi.c~~·ted .• ~~rt'c.r:ll.of 
-~~~jan! s Hnrele clans l!~'l~lu, ;ut<l Go clle .:1ones 01 ·c.w hos-
fltfble roo:c. 11o t.lle :neD .ne. on1~' s:orc3fl:t'8 ss nclr:Jonislwr. 

{.fi:). Ket. 6lR 
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;~"·('t }·,oi: tG·J··1':'8"RL~o (12) 
... ..I..!. -~ ... v ''.l. J.l. ~ ~ 

~------=--·-· _________ .. ___________ .,, ..... ______ ... -.. -----·----------
( ;:;) :Kct. 61;; 
( 6} J3 ox-. 2'J l); J3r: lJn, l3n. ~~Yli.'E; ? 1J ; .G?: .. bQ. I.~e ?Jin G G"b :3a.rlll. l:l2J8. ~ ; 

.Be::. .. @f?:n.iti .~-~~ 35 
( 7 ~ :K~ b. ,J.(i; Q b ,.., . . 7; ' n • ) •• •• 3 ;~ ( 8) Ei.r ,:, t .r!iJJ is L le of )he r:t cs , e<l.. J·, e1W,,Hc.r , .l:l • 
(9} trfeF.Gher Rnt1 i1.Lidot' 'f'lJ4 llltl9-·117 

(lOt. Viele sUJu·a, .:.r:lec."aevenls I.:.eavenJ.~ i3ecretsn p .. ll2:l:'f. 

'11) BAba ~ezia ll~a 
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But. while Zlij ah was intima-tie with hits friend.s he d.emand­

ed of them to folill.ow"the Law of the Saints'; not only Law but Cons­

cience. ( lo} '.Che slightest; religious, and especially moral tre.ns­

gr~ssion, is sufficient cause foe the severenca of friendship. 

il .. Annan.Elijah usecl to visit daily and instruc·t in 11 Sed.e:c 

lUiyalm.". ~hei.:c relat;ions were in·birnabe and close. Once inadver·l.lecl-

1~, Annan caused a bie.s in court )!roceclure executed by H. Na.ch-

men. lUijah stoppecl his visits. R. ,\nnan fasted and cried. for mf.Ul.Y 

days, until Elijah appeared6 He admonished him for his careless-

ness and told him to provide a box from which he shall from now 

''l r ~e:i 1' . t 1 ti a.r1~ n '- f'"" e _,_ f"C ""' 'b-f' -~ (l4
) o... ec .VG 1~8 ~.ns :ClC ons •. u. O'll ·c,.C' vO <;•- e Ud:l 8 O.LElo 

R. J eshlil.s ben Levi his grea tesJG favorite he admonished. 

nllilny t.ime s. ( 15) 
' 

There wns a philH.ntro:11ist vvhom J:li1ijah visited very fre-

quently. In orcle.l' !;o Pt'We his family from the p1B.intive voiceD of 

the roor, who constantly came to this man's hrruse 1 he built a 

vestibule to receive them there. ~lijah ceased visiting him even 

:for GlH1li.ll6} 

city with destruction and massacret if Lhe mnn is not produced. 

H. J es!ma. ben .L.ev i i.rl.fluencecl U la Lio surrende.:c v olu.ntiaril.Y L o the 

Romans in order ~o Elf.tV e the city. ~hereur:on. Elij all s top};ed his 

visits to J.. J eshua. 'After a. great d C?Ed of penance, ;_nij uh ar-

---------------------------------·---~-
=----
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.L L>J.lc-.; .L._;<I, f .0 u,t retortec1 iUijs.l1, !! this is .not t;he 

.Law oJ 
I 1?· 

r:!..,l'rl·1·'"'" \ } ~c.1. U ~~ e 

H. 1\leir, ~aijah reproV<':ll1 for dealin,:; wil;h !Dish ben 

Abut,J, even for legitima.te rmrposesQ ( 18) 

, -~- He rebuked d. Judnh for bein~ lenient in meeting out 
., 
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~3o weLL known was the frw·~ of Slij ah 1 ~3 sov o:c ili.y wi t;h 

.ilis friends~ n.n<l .nis insistexwa upon ·tJJ.e hi(,hesii sta.ndarl'is o:f rno-

···al·1 ty. -~h!:l •-. ... ' .... •• 1.1 ":· lJ legend ·t;:eied t;o exr-J.o.in certain clifficulLies in 

his Biblical career from thai; &n2;1e. lhus for i.ns·tanoe it is 

e:xrlainell thG reeson God commnnuecl .&lijt~h "1.10 apr.oi.n·t; his successor 

~lisha, while the former was still alife. because oi his overzonl-

'-J.'~ '1L·l c• ( 2(J) J. cl,J.. ,.,) o 

--~-----------------~--------------------------

( 1?) J.e :c ~ 'lo.r·. .• u i.J. ; f3elle c.1.L col', 11 :~. ~u.di n R ill ,) 1,1D.ai sm11 
, :~nd. 

ed. :(.'- lJ.o:2 L 

llG} ~BG6ibu lba. 
19 ) l 0 J!l[), l s 1.) .. 

20) Ko};d.JJ:;;s 2a; resau.iJ.im u?a; s .... ~li.tr;.llu. ,;u_(jG r• .LV7 t ocl •.. 
lh.~ i 8 drti8.ll. r i. r k e- lh ... ~ 1. _;:~=a]{ 
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-- I'o:cms of D.}nleo.:co.Jwes 
acce1o:r:t~.te ,~li.)all com-

o:i: 

It is ~aunusa oi his froguent Vl~l~s on acr~h that Elijs~ 

is ccllecl "~he bird o:C l~a~~voxltt • for 1ike r: birJ. he flies eve.r.;\'/J.'lc-n·e 

In order ~o protect, toacb cnQ oaviso, 2lijah nrroars in 

l11f'.ll~/ ~30li.18Li1118S llO 

or an~ oLLar form ib ma~ be ilGOe-ssarJ 

(l) B. hama G0~4 
(2) ~idrash ~ahilim on rs~ VIII. 9 ; ~arbum on ~coles. 

~I •. 20; J.?,e.r.:·. 4iJ. :i:he fr'equenc.Y o:f .LGi.Je.ll 1
G visi~s 

to the ~abbis 8nd ~abbalis~s was treated above in 
(l·v, J.··--v IT r:l.,o CJ.'J.t~J.··, "'J"J·rl r~l·' ·i '' p" V.L.J. 6 J J.. \:l't,J .; C~· . ,-..,1-. \A -1. ~ U. ~ 4l' 

( ,~"\ ) J~· e (J. • 5 f~, ; B e :c • b b t~ • 
( ~') G· en l\.. 6C .. ·1 nnclllui;1c <3.J:ui of ,J'\ -r n":l,. ; Kolle lo ~h ~L. sec. 

Cl,'=>'\::l~n f:.i>>J ,;c; s .. :~ai~E"L:u. J.'~• :G 1 I;· 0~), ed. F:ciel1man. 
( L) .Bel"· 1.ib; ~1...>1:'<.; lal}:.. Shir1. 11 l3.utlln t DGCLiO.IW G01 8.110.. 

607· ~id ~uth Zuta aJ Bubar. nanr end 
(

' ,., J •? l' J"'h ,,,..,.,.b 10'" 6J i~oOOUCi. ..• nral _ru. ·~·c·.IJ .• .L.I;,fl, 

( 7) R,- hisDir:1 ''H:UJbar Yaffe.i::t11
, ue?:x· ewl. 



No~ onl~ does ~e avpear i.u various bU±ses, but also ar-

paar·B i.u various Wac)'S· ~o sor:w he a.y:;:ea:rs -vvlli1G the.t a.:ce aw~::~l;:e 

aml co..,.r.t:Llio,(ll) to others i.n the same wa~/ incoijnito.(l2 ),._~o still. 

o tllers he aJ!:peal'~3 i.i.l d.reus ~ ( 1..3} Iu the case of AnnaJ:.L after the 

intimate rela~ions were broken, he would appear in a box from 

vrhere H. Anna11 coulc1 onl;y l1e8l' l.l.iJi1, bu"'G not sac hira. (lii,) 

fhe coming of Dlija.ll. cs.n be accelert::bed, anu ho CfUl almost 

be forced to apree.r b;y fasting ... It worked successfully j_n almos·t; 

"'Ve:r.··· ""'c::<e ;-•- w·~.--. trJ..·".~ (1~,) o :J Ucc~-.> "'u ,•,c.•o • ,,u. e • i.J 

_ .... _ -- .... ---------------·-------.. ---··-----------"--·----------·---... -~ ............ ------· -
( ' \ 
bj 

{ '0 ) 

( 10) 

( J.l) 

( 12} 
( 13} 
'14) 
'15) 

Sanil. lO~lb. 
11Went.; Old3 refe:cences 0iven in 11 S • .i:Ui,yahu u .. v' Z'.', 
Intra .. p. 30 1 Friedman. 
Yer. Kel. IXt 5d# Zlijah personifies a. Hiyjah; Yar. 
~a3ila III, end 1 personifies llarbona; Bar. R· 49, 
lilij ah perf;3onifies e> herlo l; in Aboda. ;~a:cah lUb. 
Refcn·ences in Prieclrnant ":3. Eliyalm ll.evtz., Intra. 
P• 34-35. 
Ibid. .. 
G·en. R. 83; J?esikta .L:L .. Kahana X.X.II, Yer. Dar. IJ:, 
Ket. 106a 
Pirke R. El. It Kat. 106b ; Yer,Tar, VIII; Gen R. 
94 end. 
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