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~ two parts.

PREFACH

Legend s like history are records of human struggle and
develqpmanta Yet it would be unfalr and incorrect to- approach ;
study of legends in & merely ceritieal and analytical manner. The
egsence and real signifieance of a legend would be over-looked,
1f it were sxposed merely to the microscopic dissection or ste—
tistical Cataloguing of facts and events contained, as would be
_proper in an investigation of historiecal documenﬁs. Por beside
realitie&, legends contain religious, ethieal and aeﬁthetie X~

pressiong. It is on this account that 1 have divided my study in

In Part Oné, I have attempted to investigate the char-
acter of Elijah and the l1l8gends built up about his person in a
eritical manner, though nevér loaing sight of the spiritual and
aeathati@ elements involved. Therein 1 have endeavored to sstab-
lish the historlcity of Elijah; the probable ceuses of making
&lijek the hero of Jewish legend and lore; the basls and faets
of the legends; their exbent and significance. The method of in-
vestigation applied is the one generally used in & study of re-
ligio~historieal literature, or mofe gpecifieally the method of
biblical eriticism.

- In Part Two of this paper I zive & eollection of Elijah
stories of the period limited by the title of this thesis, Here

1 have devobed my interest primerily to the assthetic and payeho-

logiesl slements of the legends. Hence my efforts ghifted from

the inveatigstor to the translator. There 1s also & secondary




&

puxpoae:in this raxrt, and nosv o all wnimportens for the COMP L=
teness of the svbjeeb a8 breated in Gthis invessigation. In glage-
sifying end srrenging the legend s, bhe concelusions of the firsl
Poart are brought oul in bas~-relief. Ln inclusion of all logends
at the point of diseussion in Part I, would by Gﬁuse of the bulk-
iness mar the desired ¢learness of arzument.

In thls collectlon of legends 1 olaim no complotenass,
L nor orig lnaliug. A complete aeollection would requlre o study of
all Talmudie, midr&sni@ and dabblnio ldberature of this period,
(emn@ordanoea, indeois and guid@a ol the literature ol thig
period being limited), whioh ig & physieal impossibllity to cover
in the time alloted for the thesis. Moy ean 1 c¢laim orip sinality,
for a similer collection in Hebrew hag bnen made by Friedman in
tne dntroduetion to hig =11y a1 amav AT NN \1). A L6Ba GO~
plepa @01 ebhjon of Talmudic legends in uﬂ Lish 18 that of Ging-

(2)

berg » but the last volume of his works containing the sources
of hia material ip as yet not published, and hence was of no aid
in my worke A 5Lill smeller gsollection of slijah legends in ILeb-
row and Yiddish is that of dosenbery (5). But this work also hay-
ing no references, and not at all sareful with his sources was of
only secondsry aid in my work, |

The literature directly or indiredtly dealing with this
subject is very large, and I haﬁe not availed myself of all of 1%
due to tima limicatlons. Thoa sh 1 have used the most imporsant

works on the subject, I have consulied wholly, or in vpart the

\d) beir Friedman. Vieuns, 13082,

(&) louisg Ganbﬁrﬁo "l Aeuenas of the Jdews", volelv, “hilo-
dolrhis, 1913

(2)" Xudal Resenb@r@a HITIT 1T 900 Wersaw 1914,




s

books giveh in the Bibliography. In Part I, I have used secondafy 88’
well as primary gources, but confined myself almost completely to
primary sources in Part II. | /V

There remains the grateful task of acknow%edgihg ny persos-
al indebtness to my respected teacher, President Doctor Kaufman
Kohler for suggesting this subject #6 me, and Rabbl Doctor lLouis
Grossman_for helping me in compiling the Bibliography, read my out-
line and generally aided mse in this work. Also to all my teachers

who always gledly gave me advice and encoursgement.
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L NERODUCTI.ON

lypes of legends -- Dewvelopmant -~ Migration
~= Charaateristios -- Development of legend
among the Jewish people -- Elijah logends -=-
The problenm.

There are easentlally two types of legends. There ig:the
historieal or instructive type which is the ereation or compila-
tlon of the cultured class, or the leaders of a peopls or an epoch.
Thesge legends are directed and intentional, either serve to record
an historical event, or to tesch & eertain truth which the authors

desire to bring to the readers and listeners. In antiquity, the

- authors of this type of legend were the priests, the lawgivers,

the prophets and the philospphers. Altogether a small group, and
were it not for the fact that their legends were put down in writ-
ing, or that they attached them to,or incorporated them with the
popular legends, thelr influence would have besn sligh?; gertain-
1y would not exténd beyond the time of their creation.

The Gtheﬁ type of legend 18 the imeginative and popular
legend. Created by the common people, it is indifferent of faet
and aeeuraacy, careless of origin and author, :wanting: of pur-
rose or aim, It 1s the expression of the faney of the people,
the poetic whim of a folk, Transmitted from mouth to mouth and
from generation to genersbion, it changes with the disposition,
philosophy, and imagination of esch group and age., Freely, it is
compined with ather»legénds coming from an altogether source and
arigin, or is changed to serve & purpose contradictory to its

essence, In this form it often becomes useless for historical




pnrpoSea~ Charascters or ovents involved can he precilpitated only
with the catalytic aild of more known records. However, no. matter
how these legends have changed, or how distantly removed from
facts, they always indieate the folk-psychology, record the mental
gepre ssions or exaltations of a people, its woes and hopes, its
despair and feith. (1)

Often these two types are combined, and the result i1s
another mixed type, the historical-imaginative legends. lost of
the legends of antiquity are of this mixed type. ln the Biblical
1egandslﬁe have the former incorporating the latter type. The
guthor or compller has & purpose in view when he relates his le-
gendg, but in uaihg félk lore he honorably retains the borrowed
meterial unchanged. in the Blijeh legends under consideration, we

have the latter type added o the formewr. Thus folk imegination

is 2dded to historicel narratives and accounts. In these the auth-

ors are unscrupulous about sources and facts, Imagination and de-

glre are the motivating forces. But here I am antleipating & lat-

or discussion. ¢ 2

(3)

The development of legends is common to all peoples.

Men everywhere and at all times formulate much the same ldeas a-

bout certain phemoména, and at certain occasions., By fact of loc-

. &l eolor, legends of different peoples are externally diverse,

whara. (4) Among the Semites as among the Aryans, similar condi-

tions of mind produce similar legends and speculation. Originat-

{1} Gunkel, "Eliag, Jahve u. Baal", p. B.

(2) See Infra ' - pp. 69-70 2
'3) Lang, "Custom snd Myth."™ p. 21 to 2&.

4) Palmer, "Samson Saga." p. ix

but fundamentally folk thought runs on much the same lines every-

T e e =




~ the vivid raconteur, are grafted upon different stems with vary-

‘Like religioua myths and fables folk-legends also have an astonishe

Peoples, but Likewise the characteristics are similar. All legends

| = 6=
ing at the childhood of a nation in remembrance of great heroes,
ﬁﬂiu&txioua»f soverelgns, long-remembered wars, or in & solution
of inexplie@ble phenomens, (5)legends gradually change, until
their entifa character and ﬁotif igs altered. Tranamitted &o pos-
ﬁerity,_théy grédu&lly lose accuracy end precision, adopt all

gorts of foreign elements, are augmented by the exaggeration of

ing growths, until their origin is almost completely forgotten. (6)

ing faculty for migraticn, (7)Thm&,the Babylonian flood legend is
eurrent in Isfaelite lore, & Jewish Elijah known among the Mohgm-
sdans, ES) and Slavs. (%) Legends of the Bﬁd@éﬁist4pgiests.grafted~aM,/ ' ]‘
in Spanish and French lore. 5”5'Storie& once told of the Sun-god, |
as & warrior of strengﬁh and prowess are told of some native hero

who seemed to his compatriots endowed with similar gifts. Diogenes’
eonceits areeseribed to Tarleton. What the Christians say of St. ,
George the Turks attribute to Cheberley, and many other instances

ean be statéd. (11) Dhus legends float aboutb from'ona land to an-
other "like the dust from the flowers earried away by the wind to .
differant lands produces different colors end shades of flowers,'
&aéar&ing to the nature of each field. So legend, though spring-

ing of the aame geed, produces different emotlons in accordance

with the people that foster it, and to whom the grein was brought.ilgb

Not only is the development of legends similar among all

i vy

%5) Muller, "3cience of Language." II, p. 581.
é} Kuenen, "The Religion of Israel.™ I, p. 2%,
(7) Taylor, "Origin of the Aryans."™ p. 31, 06.
(8) Goldzminher, "Hohamed. Studien'y vols AId, P 275, Infraipp-27-6.,
§9) seierence with Dr. Grossman. Could not objain ,it’ &t this o

sy bime.
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of antlquity were usually attached to names of places or persong,
to parables or short poems, ta proverbs and national cuatoms. (13)
If it is 8 legend of & person, the source of information ebout that
character ls indirect. It is most usuakly obtained from & persoh
who was told by another person who associated with the character of
the legend. (14) pne cheractoer glways remaining in & slightly dis-
pant woild. He is never described, his size or form becomss appar-
ent only through implications. His actions are never bound by ex-
act references in fime except, possibly, of a generally descrip-
tive kind, like in the time of the great calamity, or important.
event, Yet with all the remoteness, the character is spoken of as

a living figure, more of less imnediately at hand. lis exploits
fairly recent and when & difficult situation arises, or an in-

~ soluble problem makes itself felt, the miracle worker of the leg-

(15)

end is expected %o be around and fix things up. In the legends

of heroes, divine myths and historical legends are often inexgéim
cably hlended. ‘16) The most attractive subject of popular legends
are histarieaivevants and personages, but differaent from history,
it i poeticel in its presentation,and instead of telling how
things actually happened,legends are told in & menner se as to
cheer, inspira and move., The characters selscted by legend are
ugually populsr men from the ordinary walk of life, rather than

(17)

kings or lords. Por a long time it is transmitted as oral
tradition, and only later is put down in writing. It is the ex-
Prassion and property of the community and has many authors. It

treats only of small events, a story short enough to be related

4 Kuenen, "Ihe Religion of Isreel.™ I, p. 23,
4} Phis characteristic is more obvious in the im-
mediate development ol a legend,

1 A

2{ Bar Ami, "Oat u. West." Vol.iv, p. 477.
a

&
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o (18) ~ , |
in ons conversation. However, & later generation will collect
g group of legends of similar content and character, unify them in-
) . ‘ 19

to one eyele and present them as & unit in several scenes. (19)

| legends exprass the habits of life, the temper&mﬂnt,
humor or dullness oi the people narrating them. They mirror the
psychalogy and spi{itual wente and needs of & people, and reflect

(%)

In the development of every people there 1s a peried in

their character, occupation, culture and geography.

which most of its legends are created, usually it is the child-
hood period of & people. AlL later legends are in some manner he s-
ed upon the childhood reminigcences. 1t used to be drrationably
assumed that the Jews unlike other peoples, were exempt from the
weaknesses of forming myt%s or indulging in legends. To asgsume
this is tentamount to assuming that the Jewish people was never
young, never had a primitive state from which it developed by
evhlution, but was from the beginning‘adult, critical, unimagin-

(21)

stive and hiatﬁfical. But this would be proving & supernatural

origin of the Jewish people. The "Jewish genlus was different in

kind and in degree from that of other peoples of the same era of
human development, but it worked in an equally human way." (22)
Likeevery other people, it had a primitive gtage in which it form-

(23)

od it s myths and legends. Likeeyery other people it hed &

" J——

(15) New Republie, "Peul Bunyan" July 7, 1920. See also
Infra, ». Proderick Barbarosss, pg Alexander I
of Ru esia, Do Paul Bunyan.
Eileidarer, "philosophy of Religion™ 1II, p. 38,
Those legends that do deal with Llﬂbﬁ select the
nopular ones, who were part and paroel of the people.
Bxemples ln the shoxrt, unrelated Ged@ia storieg.
Gunkel, ibid, p. 6. = The unrelated character of a
cycle ot legends can he ascertalined by the repelti~
tion of speeghes and motif in the wvarious parts of a
composite legend.
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" childhood which it outgrew, & period in its early history when
it delighted in stories of adventure, gbundent in exploit of
superhuman pProwess. ?24’ At the first awaskening of its powers
1t was occﬁpied with memories of the past, the déeds of heroes
and the struggle for netional existence. Themnit began to think,
imagine and:SPeealate. With no science, or knowledge of nature
it began to find solutlons in its imaginaticn, or else borrowed
answers from the peoplea among whom they lived or conquered. (28)
As it developed and grew it began to produce ite own lore and
legends, about ita own heroes and events, end prosented them in
it e own peculiar way. Folk lore romeined & living force in Israel
to the present day. The richest period‘of its lore, however, wad-
iates from the time of its national existence. The out-pourings
of folk lore characterige the most interesting periods of Jaﬁish
lilstory. The part of the Book of Kings which is drawn from the
folk 1eg§nda‘that gathered around the esrly Prophets are most in-
teresting t0 the student of religion and Jewish folk lore. (26)
1t is ubon the stories of Blijah, the first of the great
Prophets, upon which a great literature of legends was built up

that my effort is directed in the following pages. My attempt is
fourfold. First to obtain a picture of Elijah, as he is painted

O i tn ]

(20) New Republie, ibid.

(21) Palmer, "Samson Saga." p. 18,

(22) Fiske, "The Great Epic of Israel". p. 4b.

(23) Goldziher, "Mybhology Among Hebrews." AXI, p. &ie
Steinthal, "The Legend of Samson." p. 420,

gzél Palmer, ibid, pe. viil.

o5} Kuenen, "Religion of Israel."™ I, p. Z2b.

(26) Peters, "Early Hebxew Story." p. &77.

) Phe Talmidic and Medleval legends practically in-
(27) olude all Elijeh legondsa. For the Biblical legends

Blij ave alroad incorporated Ha adlic ag-
gguﬁ%éagg %1gjah, ?asywill be seen in %ge course gyﬂ
8 e ouanion) . The ledieval Glijah legonde oTre mosuly
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by the boundless end levishimg-legonds. (27! 5econdly to in- i
V»veStigate the histbrié@i/possibilites of Blijah's existence and f
- activities. Thirdly to offer hypothesls why Zlijah hes captivat-
e6d the imagination of the Jewish mind, and established himself ”W

_ hexe of the bulk of its lore. Finally to present an apprediation |

of the Elijah storiles.

based on the legends of the Biblical period. Hence, 1 do
not feel as going beyond the limits of my thesis - "HElijah
in Talmudic and Medieval legends." - when 1 speak unqual-
ifyingly of Klijah legends in the course of the discussilon,
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CHAPTER I

RELIJAH AS PORTRAYED
IN BIBLICAL LEGEND.

The historic situation that called for Elijah --
Blijeh's historic personality -- Aetivities --
Champlon of Yahweh -~ Champion of Jjustice -»
Prophet -- Significance of Elijah's activities ~-
fiffects. -

\

Dramatic is the sudden appearance of Elijah in history.

Upnknown and uncalled for he suddenly comes into existence, stands

before Lhab and ennounces the fearful, oppressing draughm that is
(1)

~

to last for three years in the land of lsrael. The historic

gituation that called for this greal personality was the follow-

ing.

The confederated nomsdic tribes of Isrsel have settled
in the land of Canaan. After many vicissitﬁdes ond experiences
they rapidly and firmiy established themselves in the land, at-
tained the aulﬁure of thelr clvilized a@ighbars'and rivals, un-
ﬁil thef& influence 1s felt through out the then inhahlted:world,
The first to establish the power and influence of the Empire is
Salomoﬁ. He extends the boundaries of the land, east and west,
north and south; he intreduces & real palace and an up-to-date
oriental court. He spreads culture and @evelopa industry; he

organlizes armies and makes alliances. What Solomon does both

to the North and the South, Omri sccomplishes even to a greater
dagree for the North, now separated from the South,

o ssangnoe

(l) I Kingﬁ, le_l’ lt £f.
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In the foot steps of these two great monarchs, Ahab
startg<nn:idb career. He meskes alliancesg with the powerful peoptes
of Mesopotamia, and especilally with the progressmvg;commercial
Phoanicians; Lo affeet the allisnces and friendships he marries a
~Princeas from Tyre, and permits her to build a Yemple and & Phoe-
nielan colony in Samaria. Religiously,_lsrael then, is still momw -
1&trie, or @ﬁ most henotheistic. Hence this occurance is not OPYO B
ed. Suah things already happened in the reivn of Solomon. The Py-
rian Basl eult is a private affair, confined to the court. Even
there Yahwe im continued. Ahab oalls his children after Yahwe (2)
and retains Yahwe priests and prOphets.(g)@he masses are still
faithful Yahwe-worahippers, and if anything look at the court af-
faire with suaplcion, surely do not consider 1t treachery or

Moo
blasphemy.qA mere politiecal exlgency on the part of the ambitioug

&nd progressive monarch.

But Izebel - the Tyrian{prineess and favobite wife of
Ahalb. = is very smbitious. Her Temple in famaria, erected for her
by Ahab to the chief Phoenician God, is assuming larger dimens-
ions.(4) Beai&es & Maggeba.and an Ashera,(5) it now haws & splen-
-4id priesthood, with Izebel as its most zealous champion, push-
ing and pressing the Dyrian cult heyond Samaria inbo the whole of
Isrsel(6) Dhis arouses the jealousy of the Yaihwe priecsts and
brophets. Théy begin to find fault not only with Ahab's toler-

ation of Bsal worship, but with all his politieal plans as welle

2] Mhaziah, Athslish.

8] I Kings, XXII, 6 ; 11 Kings, X, 11

4} II1 Klngs X, 18. £f, i
o} 1 Kings, lVI 33 3 11 Klng II1, 2

6} Kittel, "High. of Heb.", II, PPe  263-264.
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and 1n($?elr Jjealkousy will not stop &t rebellion, even agsasina-

tion. %ﬁ&b alarmed, attempﬁa to_squeleh the uprisings by

wv%lfhraatening andaetual persecutiﬁg ‘of the dissatisfied Jahweh -

v

prophets. (a) But if the position tsken by Ahad outraged the re-
ligloue feeling of the true wofahippers of Jahweh, the whole nat-
‘fiv ion's sense of justice was outraged by the trumped up charge and
“ff} murder of Néboth in the name eof 1aw.(9) The nationalists and the
’;A? faithful ones, and the older generation still reminescent of the

,}: frecdom of the desert and the benefices of the desert-God Jahweh,

AN

Pearful of the rapid gain 4in power =2nd influence of the foreigners;

despotie actions of the court the people begin to look for & hero,
i & savior in this untoward and portentous situation. The clash ls
on; two cults are in array; two civilizations in conflicet; ambi-

tion end sentiment are at swords edge, and the advantage is with

the organized, Baal followers as against the alarmed but helpless
(10)

Do this sig nal call #lijah answered. & ren of rrand

Jahwista.

originality, ell - ‘afire with zeal for his God, and conscious of

the dlvine power tust works in him. & man of bold religious ideal-
ism and militant patriotism. A marvelous man, who performs marvel-
ous things; & strong commanding personality, before whom all bend

willingly. .5 man of strange appearance and primitive dress - &

belt, (11) page from the very ram that served as substitute fow the

\

of the encroachment of the Baal worship; of the recurrence of the

hairy man, girt sbout the loins with & mantdl of sking and a leather

e LS
e T esrrrs

7} Gankel, "Elias, Jahwe u. Baal!' p 52,
EB) Actually the pérsecution of the‘?ahweh Prophets

aid never attain the dimensions ascribed in the
document s of Kings by the over-jealous prophethe
writer. - Kittel, "Hist. of Heb." pp. 264, Vol. Il.

(9) Kittel, 1ibid,II, p. 2104




e | |
gacrifice bf Isaace. (12) A man possessing extraordinary forces and
“gearel powers. (12) He oén see and hear, what otpera can not; like
the ruarigg of the coming rain, he cen see hours before others, He
also posseséeé'the power to affect upon Jahweh~ he can stop anll bring
rain. To his miraculous personality belong also his sudden sppearance
- and disappearance, also his short and firey syeech..(l4)
| With unfaltering resoluteness, with a zeal and severity un-
equaled amohg the heroes of the greal Jewish past, he begins a grand
campaign for the restoration of eold Israslitish bellefs, ideals and
habits. & sod of Gilead, imbued with the glories of Israel's past
when Jdahweh alone réigned supreme, thrilled with the traditions of
the old snd faithful‘éatricians, (lﬁ)inspired with the desert free-
dom that still.flourished, unchahged in those mountainous regions
he begins e beck-to-Jahweh movement, & desperate struggle to halt
the denationalizing of lsrsel, to rid them of the usurping forelgn-
ars, to free his people from the despotic oppression of the oriental
court, and last but noﬁ least, to imbue them with sn ideal - perhaps
not yet formuiated in hig pwn mind ~ the great spiritual end social
ideal clesrly expressed by the latef propheta. g16)
To*oust Malkarat of Tyre is Elijah's immediate tagk. To

&ecomplish thisg he bringse draughﬁ upon the land, fearlessly admon-

(10} The seriousness of this period is seen even better
" in the conditions exisging after the struggle between
Ahab and Elijah, rather tham while they flourished,
1t ie seen in the eivil war of Jehu, in the usurpa-
tion of Athaliah, -~ Il, Kings, x1, and the efforts
of the descendants of Ahab to denationalize Judaism -
Gunkel, "Elias,”etc." pp. 33 - 4.
IL Kings, I, 8...,
Firke R. #ls Ch, XXXI; Yalkut Reub. w™
Kittel, "Higt, of Hebs" 11, p. 267,
| Duhn, "Die Gottgeweihten in der Altestimentischen Re-
ligion."™ p. 13. ' -
1 Kings, &VII, 1 - The inhsbitants of Gilead support
loyally the sous of Saul, their also David escapes
from hbsolsm. - Vide Infra, p. 6l
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ishes Ahab, derides the Basal worahippers in piblic and finslly sloys

four haadred snd fifty Baal priests with his own hands. ‘17) But
while h%j‘daalinga ara”dnly with the Gods of Tyre, his implications
are sgainst all foreign cults. (18) His mood is expressed in the
words, "I am Jehweh thy God, thou shelt have no other Gods besides

(19)

me, for Jahweh's name is Jealousy, he lg a Jealous God." Though

bimself not aware of the consequences, he is the fdrerunner of Mono-
thoigm, (%8)
Hié activities do not ceare here. Elijah is also a cham-

(al) he showed himself as the un-

pion of justice. On Mt. Carmel,
oqual chempion of Jahweh, (22) 45 ghe outrage of Naboth *23) ne
sbepped fdfth as the champlon of Justice, friend of the people and
staunch opposer of the foréign - 80 to speak efficient ~ ways of
the up-to-date court. THis is not altogether a new doctrine, Jahweh
always thught, blood~revenge., The blood of Abel was upon Cain's head,
But what demanded revenge in private life was belleved not to apply
to rulers. So in the death of Uriah by David, so in the murder of

(24)

- daab by Solomon, The"é@&zure of property by Kings also was

teken s s & matter of course by the average oriental. Here came
Blijah withra new prophetic interpretation.- murder is murder and

, , . i 26)
injustice is injustice he 1t performed by King or slave. (

16) Cornill, "Open Court." IX, pDe 4464-B.

17} 1 Kings, XAVIII,

;1&; Gankel, "Elilas, etc." P 52,

19] Bx. XK3XXXIV, 14, of. I Kings, XVIII, 21.

2) Goldziher, "lMythology Among the Hebrews." p. 306
220) Gunkel, Ibide po Hhe

22) I Kings, XVIII.

(23) I Kings, XXI.

(24) II Semuel, XI snd XII.

(28] Gunkel, Ibid, p. 61. ‘

(26) Gunken, Ibid, p. 63-64 -~ This ides is portrayed in

) heggadic description of 2lijah's zealousness Tor .
‘anwell, “j1ijah accuses Israel before God, to an ex-
vont theb God must remove him and put Wlighe in nig

A :

\
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Primarily then, RElijah comes to.the fore as a patriot and
defender of his own people sgainst the tyranny of ite rulers and the
onfslaught.af“foreign influences, But in his struggle for Jahweh and
Justiee, the titantic personslity of Lllijah transcends even his own
neopley and rises to Prophetic heighte. TFor if Israsl will not carry
the spotless banner of Jahweh, he will call upon the threatening
armies of Damascusy with his own hends he will annoint Hézael -
Israel's gréétest enemy. lLsrael may perish, but Jahweh and Justice
mast bé vietorious. F26)

With this & new epoch.is begun in the religious history
of Israel, snd Blijah stands ouf as the Lirst prophet on & grand
scele. The first prophet iﬁ a truly Israalitic genge, differing
from the leter prophets only in that his efficacy was entirely
personal, leaving nothing written. Lar)

Porhaps, Biijah and those with him who stood up against

FOZR S R

/(/k,/( Lot '/ o V4

. the actions of Ahab we%efpo#wawarewdfﬂthe far reaching influence

of their adtions; that the opposition to the fyrian Bael will soon

bhe turned into opposition against all Baplim and foreign cult, and
oubminate in not less than monotheism, that the cry for ﬁustioe dor

the patriecian, will result in the prophetic proclamation of universal

soelal juatice.‘gaa) Still rogarded in the 1light of history, Blijah

stends at the head of a group of zealolis for Jahweh who preserved
Israel, snd founded spiritual Judeism. fag) |

It.ia therefore nob surprising that Elijah became the ob-
jeet of admiration of later generations, that his image wes sketoh-

ed with much that is tremendous end superhumen, that his person was

place - Pirke R. Bl. Ch. XXIX; Tanna d., Bl. Zuta, VIII.
(27)Gornil}, "Open,Court." IX, p. 4464 - B.
(28) Fiske, "Unknown Homer of LebY = Assumes that Elijah was
sonscious of his prophetioc misslon. So much so that he

.,_..H_,v____w_u-‘,
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adorned Wiﬁh garlands of legends and traditions (5®)that Haggadah
connected up hig life with every significant national event, (51)
or high ¥irtue, (32} that of all heroes of Israel's childhood, he
has pehetrated the Jewlsh soul, feeling and imagination and until

the present day is the favorite theme of Jewish lore. (53

collegted the Jahwist code for that purpose, of which

~ _Blijah was the author. (pp. 37-38.)

’292Kittel,~"ﬂistq of Hebpews." p, 265.

FgGornill, M"Open Court." IX, p. 4465,

31)Haggadah connects up Blijah's person and activity with the
triels of Israel in the wilderness, with. the critical in-
cildent of Phineas, the patriotiec vow of Jephta, the deci-
sive leadership of Gideon, and many other instances which
will he treated later. Vide Infra. p. 108

(32)Elijah represents piety, hospitality, learning, etc. Vida Infrq.?ﬂ

o 77LL,

D
(33)Bar Ami, "Ost und West." IV, p. 475.
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‘end with close of the history of the human race.(

'*18"‘

CHAP TER II

b ELIJAH AS PORTRAYE
' IN PRADITION.

Traditionsl additions to Elijah's biography --
The gradt Deliverer -- Elijah legends an ex-
pression of folk-psychology -- Blijah compared
to Moses ~- A popular hero -- Hlijah in litur-
gy and ritual -- In Christian literature -- In
Yohammedan literature -~ In other literatures
-= The problem.

The Blijeh of the pible makes up only & small part of the
personalityﬁGfiElijah as he comes down to us. There, oniy a com-

ponent parﬁ_of his activities ls recorded - a significant part to

he sure - but a small part indeed, lapsing only over a short stretech

(1)

of time of Elijah's career; which began with creation and will

Z)Tnese gaps le-
gend has paixfl:fullJ and lavishly filled out. Yo these supplementar,
details and other facts about Elijeh I shall devolte fThis chapter.

If Zlijah is a hero of grest dimensions, then in justicﬁf
to the sense of Jewish aristocracy Alijah must descend from an
ariataoratic.stem. Hence tradition makes Blijah a descendant of

¢

iachsl or Leah, or to the still more aristoeratic tradition, a
priest of the tribe of Levi.(a) He has more then one name. In full
he is::nwj’-'s:v(»aax);w~s% ﬁvqﬂkaf - the significance is apascolyp-
tic: when Gb@,because of the sinfulness of men, will desire to
destroy the world with a great storm wa? , then Elijah - N5y

will recall to the Almighty ~"DO3y the merite of the Fathers and

st

(3)The origin of Blijah is taken up later in detall. Vide
infra p.

%i}ﬁ&ihe Beub. N wuan p. b Ha-Pardes p.L62

;dliglko Jodosh Bta ed redawil. Vide infra, "lessianic
Pimes" CGh. I, Parit LI.

e
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other riguteous men of Israel , pleading to have mercy QmnIH” "X

. My i 2 v ih] . !
uron nis children.(4) +he prophetic training £lijsh re-

celved from Ahijah (6}or whom ne was a faithful diseip194(6) in

o

the timp Ahab he was called upon to cleanse lsrael from Baal -

—

worship. Lhe miracles Eiijah performed {then are numerous &ahd mar- ﬂf
velous. He brings drought upon the land, but he nimsell is sup-
f{» plied, first by God-sent ravens and later by the pibus widowpt
*5 | Zareph&th;(7) whose entire food supply is e handful of meal aﬁd
s 1ittle oil, but which with Blijah's bilessing is never spent.(8)
When the widow's son suddnely dies, Blijeh revives nim, (9) For
this child ig not an ordinary child, he is no other than NM°YN
‘]07’)J~(ﬂﬁ) who since revived and hidden away alive by Elijah

i‘,; will live on until Messianic days, to appear again before N WD I
" (11) |

31313, to figzht and die in the wars of Gog and‘Eogog. The

temporary death was only the fulfillmentof the decree of death

upon Adsm. (12) !

@ ’ On YMount Carmel the wonders are even greater. One of the i

twain bulloekg(lz) chosen to be sacrificed to Baal refuses to go

up upon the altar and the efforts of many strong men are of no a- ' il

vail, and finally in human tongue compliained of his fate o be of-

fered o baal waile his wvrovner to Wod. Ynly alter wlijah explailns

#

Tanchumg wYH "D

JKings, &I, 29 R . L. e

telkut on I winges, ZVII, 1 ; MNidrash Jsm. VIil.

iduing's, ZVIL, 6.3 Guukel, "hlics ebe." pe 10 vide dadre

lDid V'Vn'g"‘lﬁo (I‘o

Apobher tredition hese it that tae c¢hlld revived by Llijeh

Wes Jonfhn. - Pirke R Bl. KAXIII, slso Yer. Succe beg. of

che Vo

(10)1 Zings, SVII, 17-Zaw. )

(11) mo» ya nrwn is & crestion ol bue traditions ol the sorthn
as againsi Ghe Southern ™¥I3 Ja NYw o waler tie origlin

was Torgotten and the two were combined, but since there

can be only one XKing when the lesslanic ers will be ushered

in, legend kills Messiah ben Joseph hefore Negsiah ben

bavid aprears, - Friesdman’t'N 17°9% a3 «an Jintro. pe20.

At
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him tha% with the offering to Baal, Yahweh will vindicate his

cause that the bullock agrees to be sacrificed to ﬂaa1£l4) In

arder%ﬁa bring out the folly and futility of the prayers of the

Baal pfiests, while they frantically cried fo Baal the entire world

was put into & S%ate of silence, such as it was in when the universe

wes Waata and void.(lb) Lo give sufficient time for & fair trisl

£Zlijah made tne sua stend still.(lﬁ) Finally when'Elijah was 0o

show the reality of Yahweh's fire, water came forth from the fii-

gers of Elijah to sosk the altar and f£ill the trench round about it,(lv)
A fgain in Beer-Sheba he is nourished by an angel, and on

Mt. Horeb God eppesrs to him in & cave,(Li8) With Lie mentle Elijah

y

vl
hyphotizes']

—

-
-

ilisha to forsske his daily pursuits and join the ranks

(19) With this same mentle he crosses the Jordan.(go)

p—

of the prophéts.

Finally when “lijah's work in the time of Ahab was finished he most

. ) : ) . "y s 21 0
miraculously goes up %o hesven in & fiery Cﬂ&rlot,( ) and in spite
P ' N b O (e) . (3) .
of the remonstrences of the Setan, body and soul he is
brought into the glorious spheres of paradise.(24) in hesven his
duties are numerous, he is defending lsreel at all occagions, he is

pralsing the pious, keeps records of all 200d deedsg, leads the de-

?12) Elyehu Ry, ch. XVIII. pp. 97-96 od. Frieamen.

13) Hum. R. £21I1, and Tesikta R., sect. Vivy wiv
(14) Midrash Qanchuma ed. Buber, IV, p.165

(15) Ex. R. XXIX end. ,

(16) Haggadot Bereshit 76

(17) Qenna d. Sliyahu R. £V11.

(18) 1 Kingse, XIX, 1-18.

(12) Lbid vv, 19-21.

(RO} 1I Kings, II, 8,

Ezm) 1pid verse 11. /
22) liidrash Rutlh, 595 T4, .
(23)

About the middle of the 8nd century Cs.#,, when the

y notion of heaven wes abused by the Chrigtisns theolo-
glane, tradition bezan to insist that Blijah never
enterad heaven. - ef. Succa Ba: Ratner on Seder Olam
Re RVIII.

{24) Moed Katsn 28a.
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serving souls to their sests in Paradise, brings out the purged

souls from Gehenna, weaves garlands to God from the ascending pray-

ers, ministers upon the Patriarchs, sacrifices the daily peace-

ST 25Y
offering, guards the relics of the Temple, and many other duﬁies.(dd)
But &lijah's ascenslon to Heaven does not sever him from

(59%) ’

the mundane world., For HlidJah never diled, he was only 'trang-

lated', and now &appears upon the esrth in the form of an angel, hut

s 27 a4 s .
more commonly i1n human form, whenever needed.( )Thus to BElijah's \b
name the epithet m@ibvn 1Sy or P35 P n>?% , a phrase ospe- \?\\

: el ‘ o g s . o : \
cially colned for the 1living 21ijah, which only after the end of the'
ard century Ce. &« became o be used Lo dead worbthy teachers of Gthe

( 2u) \ '

Law.
Alijah's missions and activities, in his appearsnces after
hie "Granglation', will be treated seporatoly and in detail in Part
11, suffice it to mention here, thal they vary as human needs vary.
Le appears to senlighien snd to instruct, to help the distressed, to
!
protect the innocent and the nious, to slleviate pdverty, to comfort
and heal, to save and warn, to advise and guide, to admoniah &nd'ﬁo
blass. He visits the home, watches every male ciild enteringointo
the Jewish covenant, rejoices alt weddings, and interferes in mes@alu

liences and whenever and wherever help is needed.

But Blijah's grandest appearance, after whieh he shall re-
L

(25]1%he above is treated in detail in Part II.
$26} Baba Kama 60b.
27] Yalkut Reub. ed. Amstredam p. 9b; D=7 p. 162. - The
idea of Klijah's resappearance is not generally accepted.
. Some traditlons hold that after Elijah's"translation" he
- gppeared again to Ahaziah on the se of hi® reign
Slhce he wBs hidden and will reappesiayt 0 announce
the coming of Messiah, then disappear agein for all times
at the wars of Gog and Mogog, - Seder Olam XVII.
(28} Kohen, "Monatschrift", XII, p249.
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main on eartl for the rest of time will be when lMessialh is to come.
It -is Blijah who will announce his coming, make all necessary ar-
rangemenﬁa,(da) and figﬂéily end his great career by killing Sa-

o)
mael,(é !

-ét the behest of God ¢ destroy all evil from the world. ( 20)
YThus the person of Elijah hbecomes bound up with every phase
and ege of Jewish life. The first great prophet, announcing the truth
of Yahwel and justice, fighting for the solidarity of lsraclvand its
religious purity, and carry it through its most critical periods,
&lijah becomes the prophet and helper in all calamities that befall
the Jew. In tne oppregsion of Rome, in the pergocubion of Germany, in
the pogroms of Russia and Roumania #lijah is always on hand to pro-
tect and help the Jew.gz}) The first deliverer of Israsl from the
intrusion of foreigh worshlp and dominion, llijah becomes the great
581 of Israel.(gz)'ﬂot only will he protect Israsel through its long
and painful period of exile, but he will bring down the real deli-
verancé, ilijanlwill herald in the Messianic age, usher in the long-
walited-for n"wn after wihich Israel will live 1n peace and respite

until eternity.

With this <lijan becomes the expression, expectation and .o

hope, faith and optimism of the Jewish consciougness, (82) and the ~.&.c

darker the outlook, the greater the need for a deliverer, the more in-
tense the Messianic hope, the more numerous and lavishing are the

legends of Hl4jah.' o%)

(28) Vide infre p. 86-92. Part LI, "kegsianic Stories”.

§29) Yalk. Hedesh p. bta ed. andawil. f

30) Yalkut ﬂadash ed, Rodawil b58a

éZIT Bar Ami, "Ost u, Vest" vol. 1V, p. 474

32) Sanh. 99a - Alveady in Lalachalls days FlﬁéQh ig . con
nected up with the gellveranoe of Israsl. "alachai III 25

(za) Jew. Eacyel. V. p.122, col. L.

(24) Thus in the times of Johanan hen uachal, when Nessiah was

expected, Jewish lore was most productive 1n Hlijah _
legends. - HOIT) w3 JN*A% ¥y Inbtro. .21, Friedmal.
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':But even more, the individual that will redeem lsrael,
mugt also represent its ldeel. Hence all virtues and aspirations
of the Jéw 8re incorporated into the character of 'Blijah. The
entire folkg@sychology, its weal and woe, the emotions and gen~
fimonts of its soul sre mirrored in the portrayal of Elijah.(55)

Iarael's persistence and zealousness for the God of its
ancestors ls strongly expressed in the numerous legends telling of
Elijah's hyperf@ealousness for Yahweh,(565 and in his unbending
rigidity for :the feithless. ™" yop 175« is the way the Tal-

" mud discribes him under Sueh.ciroumstances.(év)

Jewish solidarity &
“is implied iﬁ Zlijah's strong national sense, in his apnpearance

at every national crisis,(ga) in his boykotting an unfriendly
non-Jew, and in his rebuking those who gave up co-religionists

to Ghe Joman government.(59) orality and uprightness is very
prominent in the Yalmudic Elijah legends of the second and third

centuries c.ﬁ:g(%o)

reverence and self-abnegation in the early
mystic and Hasgidic stories. 41) 411 Talmdic stories are chucked

full with the love for the Torah.(48) Sympathy and deference for -

poverty is common in all ancient gultures, but.the dealings with .

the poor in Blijah stories bring out the real Jewish love and be-
-nevolsnce for the unfortunate.(Qg) There is hardly a legend of
Elijah that dpes'nbt deal with hospitallity and friendlineae,(QQ)
‘2he motif of*faith and hope, cheerfulness and optimism 80 Ppro -
minent in ﬁhé Elijsh stories of all_generations‘is certainly ex-

rreagive of the Jewish mind and thought.(éﬁ)

The same can be observed in other periods when the
Nessianic expectations are intense.

Bar Ami, "ost u. West", p. 476.

Vide infra p. 121

Senh. 1l3a

%8} Vide supra pl?7, note 31

—ETTr T
[exRorgen]
=3 Oy 1
D iianasd




R

= Sk
g0 imporbtent 2nd significent is the charscter of &li
in Jewislh lore that he is compared Ho no less ai individual of Jew-

ish history and tradition “han loses~ the founder of the Jawish

yempla.‘Alfsady Kalschi spesks in one bvreath of the Torseh represen-

(46) -
ting Moses and the nrophet “lijah. But most elahorate comparision
a7
. . - () : ‘e A0y :
is the Haggadal. Both are cellad O RIKP UR (49) Both went

up Go heeven. Moses killed ftihe sinful gypbian, Blijah caused bLoe
dseth of the disohedient Llel.(éj) lloses was nourished by & womsn -
thé daughter of Jethro, Blijah by the widow of Zarephath. Noses

fled from Fhar&oh, Blijah from Ahab. Moses fled to » well in I'idien,

(50) 1

Elijah to a well in Beer-‘theba. ioses was enveloped in & cloud

so wag Blijeh. Noses changed the natural law with prayer in the in-
cident of Korach , Hlijsh fhrough prayer brought drought for three
years. Noses gathered lsrael on It. Sinail, #lijah on Mt. Carmel.

Noses kiiled those wiho served the Golden Calf, HBlijan killed bLe

\

N . o , ) )
/ﬁan nrovueuMV‘moses met an angel o God in the Sinaitic desert,
EllJaﬂ wes met by an angel in the Gesert of Damascus.(”l) Loses

went for forby daye and nights without food, so did &Llijah. (53}

Vide infre p. 12Q-1, incident of Ula.

(39)

%40) Vide infrs "DJlJan Severe with his Priends". pp. 120-1
41{ Yalk. Shim., 2uth, secl. 601 +©e1 (also pp. 1l02-4

(42) The many stories of Blijab's revelations to the Rabbis,)
égz) Da Batira 7h. and nis visilts to tle

44) ta NL%SLM "Hibbur Yaifeh" iacadewxoc are caes in ; ol
(45);ﬁa aniih 22a o7

(46) Malachi I1I, 22-23- Undoubtedly the close relatlon of the

two 1in brddit¢on15 an expression of the compromise between
sacerdotalism and spirituality of the Jewish religion

8.8 aTLected by the later prophets. -Goldaihar, "Hyth.
among Heb." pp. 271-28

(47§ Pes1kt9 Repoed, ch.iV. sect. I725% Np
(48) 1. Kinge, ZIL, 24
(49)'.&‘9.1.(.&, ‘.\Il,‘)‘i e
(E_}O; HX . 1L, .Lg_?, ’.L. }Llllpu’ f-‘*“‘-: S )
ébl) I Kings, XI1X, 5 ff.,cf. verse 16
52) Ibid, verse 8
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stopped the sun, £o did Blijan.(53) Noses embuod the vewisn |
people with faithfulness 56 God when they seid: WHWN W), Hlljaeh
mede them say: Dj:\‘:xﬁ $n v (64) Moges constructed the Mishkan

%0 offer seorifices, Blijsh erscted an altar on lit. Carmel whén. he

- ’

saerificed to God. Moses brought down fire from heaven upon the
Vishkan, so did Blijah on the sacrifice of kt. Carmel. loses made
an altar of twelve stones, so did Elijah. lloges crossed the Red-Se&

. also merformed _
with his staff, a miracle by his disciple Joshue over the Jordan,

Elijah crossed the Jordan with his mantle, which was also performed b
py his disciple Biisha.(B5) Ioses saw God face Lo faoce in & cave, | 56)

go did Elijah.(ﬁv) Loses delivered Israel from Bgypt, Blijah will
, -
deliver them from bhe last exile.(da)

Phe extent Lo wihich Blijeh nas enbrenched himself in the
A ’

consciousgess of the Jewlsh people can easlily be Judged Lfraem the
graat legendary literature that the fantasy of the Jewish mind has

weaved aboub his person and still coantinues to create new misgions
for him, paint him in new colors and adorn him with mnew mir&eles.(bg)
But his popularity can be noticed in more than ona way. The termino-

A - 6 o . ; .
logy, the simple desires ana rewards,( 0) Expressed in the greater

number of legends is indilcative that the legends reached the masses

53) i..adot Beresiit 76

(54) 1 Kings,KVIII verse 89

65) IlKings, 1I, 8, 18 ff.

(56) BEx. XXXIII, 21-22; I Kings, RIX, 8-9.

(657} I XKings, XIX, 8-9.

(58] Sanh. 99a; fanna d. Aliyabw Juta, VIII. - In I'ohamredan

legends also, lloses is often compared and paralleled with
Hlijali. - D'Herbelot, "a3iphlioth. Crient."™, arte. "Khide"
and "Loussa"; Koran, Sure 1lo; ‘unz, "Gottesd.", vols. 1
De 130, note d.
(53) 2ar Lmi, "0st u. Test voldV p.476.
{50} Kany of the stories deal witn bringing money to the needy,
the pious sre rewarded with money and prosperity, the
poor are given lucky coins which bring wealth, ILlijah
builds walls and houses, brings food at weddings, etc. -
simple material expressionsa of the masses.
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and became part oif them, who transmitted them to posterity ln their
own language,,juﬁge@‘thﬁm by thelr standexds and adapﬁea them %o
thelr naeﬁé«.ﬁnather proof of the popularity of the £lljah legends,
coming frém,aﬂ oppositie angle, is the presence of Blijeh in the 1i-
tur oy and . fiﬁualo(ﬁl) Thug #1ijah ls mentloned in the prayers of |

f \E&i[an(GE) in %the bene&iationé of the,Hafﬁarah,(ﬁﬁ) in grace
after mealsg(64} in the Benedictions for the pS» »x,(65)in the
sabbeth nizht hymns,(66) and in the Seder ritual, (67)

Jhe popularity of the slijah legends wero not confined

to tho Jewigh tradition, it migrated to the lore of other peoples,
emong whom they hold a prominent plsee, even long aftexr all the ro-
lations of those peoples with the Jews were aaver@a,(ﬁa)_ESpa@ially
prominent is Elijeh in Christisn tradition, In the New Lestament he
ls knowngaﬁlthe pracursor of Vessiah, presented in the person of . .
Jssus,(ﬁg) But while Christlan legend getes its suggestions Lrom the
Hoggodah 1t 1s different and often conbredictory to the originel,
and &t times gives detalls eltogether not known to Jewlsh legend. (7o)
The Catholle ahurah has sainted Blijeh, and on the day of his snni-
versary, which is also supposedto he the day of Rlisjh's “trans -

71)

Jation" he performg miracles even to the present aayo( The

(61)