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INTRODUCTION

One of the outstanding figures in Jewry during the fifteenth
century was Don Isaac Abravanel, His ability was not only confined
to things Jewish for he distinguished himself as » statesmen and
finencier in the courts of the kings of Spain and Portugal, For many

years he fulfilled his dutles %o the satisfaction of the monarchs

under whom he was serving, Rising to prominence in a period of in.

creasing anti-Jewish feeling his successful career in Spain was cut

short by the edict of expulsion in 1492, He was a devoted Jew and the
thought of spostasy being distasteful to him, he cast his lot with his
people,

Phres times was he obliged to leave his adopted country. Hig
1ife was a peculiar mixture of meteoric rising to success and wealth,
and quick falling to poverty and hardship. Yet his checkered career was
not csused by personel failing. It was inevitable in Portuéal and Spain
‘because of the feelings prevalent in those countries, Wherever he went,
he made quick adjustments snd achleved recognition, only to lose out
becanse of forces over which he had no control. He mever found peace in
life, and it might be said that he found tranquility in death. 7Yet even
his tomb was desecrated one year after his death!

His life represented a clash of two forces and we shall see in

the following pages, the struggle for recognition of the statesmen and

the religionist,
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THE ABRAVANEL FAMILY

The Abravanel family is ome of the oldest and most illustrious
in Spanish and Portuguese Jewish history. Members of that family dwelt
in Seville, as early as the twelfth century, for the Shevet Jehuda,

written by Ibn Verga, mentions an Abravanel who was s distinguished

gscholar, and who lived during the reign of King Alfonso VI} This same

individual, beceuse of his erudition, became friendly with a non-Jewish
;:;1 scholar, who in turn obtained for Abrevanel the persoﬁal friendship of
; 2 ] | the King,z The Jewish scholar explained the difference between '7~32J
: ’—)?J , and '(d , with no defect being attached to "?3?/,

to the satisfaction of the King and thereafter the latter invited him to

court,

From that time and onwards the Abravanels were associated with
the ¥oya1ty in some capacity, As late as the seventeenth century some
descendant of the femily officiated in a high and important position for
3

some king,

Don Isaa&ben Jehudah ben Shemuel ben Jehudah ben Joseph ben Jehudsh

Abravanel,-as he was in the habit of ecalling himself, though originally of
Svenish extraction, his ancestors having lived in the Kingdom of Castille,
was himself born in Lisbon, He traced his descent, and the descent of his
family in a direct line to the royal house of David, He speaks of himself

repeatedly, usuaily at the beginning of his works, with a simple, naive, and

% ?%gget Jehuda~- page 10- Hanover Edition- (1855-1856),
i
3) Jewish Encyel, Vol I, page 129
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pardonable pride, as "Isaac of the root of Jesse, the Bethlehemite,
of the hbly'seed, of the femily of the house of David."l

In his commentary on Zecharish XII 7 he spesks with approval
of the commentators interpretation of the words 33 Ay, as

meaning 1ApdLAN/ 313 NA Y25, He continues and elsborates on the

Davidic family, According to Abraham Ibn Ezra, the descendants of

the royal house live until the present day (twelfth century) in Begdad

and they are the exilarchs, Benjsmin of Tudels also writes in the

book of his travels that he saw them in Bagdad, To Spain also, after
the destruction of the First Temple, wrote Rabbi Iszac ben Giet, there
came two families of the house of David: 6ne, the family of Ibtn Deud

which gettled in Lucena; the other, the family of Abravensl which

'v) ’
settled in Seville.” So Isasc Abravenel spoke with pride of hig family

s 4 “and he would recount them up to the sixth generstion,

His grandfather, Don Samuel Abravanel, who slego lived in

; . Seville, was one of two envoys sent by the Spanish Jews to Pove Martin Vué

& distinguished statesman, noble in bearing and comportment, he was re-

crulted to the service of Henry II of Castile,

He was & generous and well known patron of Jewish lesrning,

: Menachem ben Zarsch, who had to flee from a city when the Jews were

being attacked, found a welcbme reception in Don Samuells house,

] 1) Intioductlons to commentaries are usually headed in the
;Nh(n NA 'v n.-mv };Lf:%,fmgglﬁr I?Ic levera D3¢y e :}J/cf A i)h} ik

2) Zech, 2'7~m3 AV AND  pekd A'p [AIMY 3130 pé/
‘M? A Ab2CN ANkD T Mak APaen A stae ki )2

/c[vawa —pav.é)e, I/Jm;aﬁ JR Hhaent Jo'/}p ,hu,:_yq,
3) J.Q.R, 0.8, VollTI page 38,
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There he wrote 173{ » %3 , Which he dedicated
to his benefactor, The latteris position was undermined by

forces over which he had no control, It was doubtlese he who

wes forcefully converted to Christianity during the persecution
in Seville on Ash Wednesday 1391, Thereafter, he dropped the
traditional name of Abravanel and took the nsme, Juan Sanchez

2

de Sevilla.

1) Viz, Introduction %o M Y ~313 - "Drovisions for

the Way"- a compendium of Jewish law, theoreti
practiocal, pend.ium - ’ eoretical and

2) Eneyel, Judeica- Vol. I, page 585,
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

What were the events which provoked Spain and which led

to the persecutions in 13917 To understend vroperly the status

of the Jew in Spain, it is necessary first to lsarn how they

were regarded elsewhere in FEyrope during the medieval period,

The Jew was thought of, by the church, as an individusl without

any rights save that of existence becaunse of the gullt of his
ancestors, Whenever priveleges were accorded, or social equality
admitted, to them, it provoked the severest snimadvérsions of
churchmen, A'mortal anxiety overtook some leaders when they

heard that this people was permitted to hold land and that Christ-
lenshad intercourse with these enemies of God and even rendered
service to t'.hem.1 Apparently the relationships between Jew and
non-Jew (layman) would be fairly intimate, For, from time %o

time, the church would institute rigorous measures to create hate

and evoke violence, At the council in Paris; in 1212, the church
forbade, under pain of excommunication, Christisn midwives to attend
a Jewess in 19,‘bor.2 In the eyes of the authorities they were regarded
as even lower than bessts and as such, not to be considered as objects
of human sympathy;

It would be & gratuitous task to recount the dreary catalogue

of wholesale slaughters which, for centuries, took plece in Burope,

1) H, C.8Lea= A History of the Inquisition in Spain, VolI,
page 81,
R) Ibid.
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Whenever fanaticism or the digappearance of a child gave rise to
stories of the murder rite, or a blood~stained host suggested
sacrilege committed upon the sacrament, or any paésing evil, such
a8 an epidemic: it aroused the populace to-blood«shed and rgpine,
Medieval chronicles are filled with such terrible scenes, in which
barbaric cruelty and greed assume the closk of zeal to avenge God,
When, in rare instances,‘a high authority would protect the defense—
less, he would be accused of being heavily bribed, It was much
safer and more profitable to combine piety snd plunder,

The‘Iberian peninsula, cut off from the rest of Europe
by\the Pyrenees, did not institute the same measures until a late
period, The anti-~Jewish attitude which was fostered by the church
developed late in Spain} In the nascent Spanish states, the Jews
formed too large and important a portion of the population to be
treated without consideration, They were used by monarchs who were
often involved in struggles with mutinous nobles or Saracens, =
not particularly for military servicé but for political and kindwed

activity, Their shrewd intelligence and practical ability rendered

their service inrﬁublic affairs almost indispenssble. With

tolerance,their numbers increased until they formed a notable
portion of the populstion, They were held with such great respect

that their Sabbath and other holidays were declared inviolate; (on)

1) Lea~ A History of the Inquisition in Spain, Vol I,
rage 84,




on these days fhey could not be summoned to court or bhe interfered
withqexeept by arrest for crime,

Thig would seem to indicate a complete absence of hatred
but this is not entirely true. Before the crusading spirit was
orgaenized for the conquest of the Holy Land, ardent knights some-
times came to wage waR with the Spanish Saracen and their religious
fervor was outraged by the freedom enjoyed by the Jew., Soon the
entire country was pervaded with the hate which motivated the rest
of Christien Burope, It was é portent of evil daye in the future.

The Kingdom of Aragon, in northern Spain, was one of the
earliest to institute stringent legislation against the Jew,
Although Castile, in the south, was slower to receive the impqlses
from afer, similar movements were introduced and with no less
severity., Xdicts against the Jew were being published with increas-
ing intensity in the fourteenth century, The end of the milder
attitude and the beginning of enti-Jewish feeling and persecution
was in 1391,

Oppression and attack against the Jews wers teking plsce
elsewhere in Burope, The Jew in Germeny hed been feeling the whip

of religious zeal for years, It did not affect his abject condition

—

1) Lea- Vol I, page 86,




because he_had conditioned himself %o pain, In Spain it was
different, Thére, the Jew had been accustomed to carfying himgelf
erect, with little or no fear of the non«Jew, He had occupied
important p;sts, attained weslth, position znd honor, What happened,
thoroughly cowed his spirit and paralyzed his energy.

The outbreak against the Jew wes incited by a fanatieal
ecclesiastic, It arose in Seville, through the sgitation of a
priest, Ferrand Martinez, who seemed to consider implacablé hatred
of the Jew, as the essence of his religion, His discourses were
devoted to stirring the populace against them and he thundered.
againgt their inf&delf%y, their riches, and their pride, In Seville,
he found the people eager to listen to him but he was restrained
from violence becamse of the Xing, Don Juan I, The latter punished
lawlessness with utmost severity, The circumstances of the govern-
ment were favorable to the development of his plang, When Don Juen
died, the new monarch Henry III was a boy of only eleven yeesrs of
age, and in the council of regency there was discord,

One day (March 15, 1391) = the fanatical priest, presching
as usual against the Jews, deliberately incited the mob to riot in
the'expectation that many Jews would abjure their religion, 1The
passions of the multitude became inflaﬁed, and as the priest hoped,

burst into wild uwproar, Powular fury was dlrected against the Jews

1) Graetz- Vol, IV, Chapt. 5, page 167,
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and resulted in plunder and bloodshed but at length the suthorities,
aided, by the nobles, restored order, But by this time the egitation
was sprea%ing to Cordova, Toledo, Burgos, end other places. Martines
continued his inflammetory harangues>and sought to turn to the
advantage of feligion the storm which he had aroused, by procuring s
general, forcible conversion of the Jews, From Seville, the flame of

hate spread through the Kingdom of Castille, Public authority wasg

helpless and in one city after another the Juderias were sacked and

B R e - ST IR Y

Jews who would not submit to haptism were slain ,

Three months after the original outbreak the mob resumed its
(June 6th, 1391) holy work of massacre by setting fire to. the Jewish

o
quarter and killing many of the inhabitants;ﬁlThe result was that
thé communiﬁy.of Seville was sacked; of the thre@ snyagognes two of
them were transformed into churches, Thousandg of people werse killed,v
but to escape death the majority permitted themselves to be baptized?~
Among the large number who sought refuge from the hostile populace at
the baptismal fount was Samuel Abravanel, who thereupon adopted the
4

neme of Juen Sanchez de Sevilla. (Lea writes that " When Henry

attained his majority in 1395, and came to Seville he caused Martinez =

Lea,,Vol I, page 107,
. Graetz, Vol IV, page 169
Ibia,

Eneyel, Judaica- Vol I, page 585

BT D)
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to be arrested, but the penalty inflicted must have been trivial,
for we are told that it did not affect the high estimation in
which he was held end, on his death in 1404, he bequeathed veluable

possessions to the hospital of Santa Marial),
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THE ABRAVENELS IN PORTUGAL

For reasons not given snd yet, not difficult to determine,

Don Semuel, the grandfather, of Don Issac Abravanel emigrated
§ .

from Spain to Portugal, around this period, snd established him-
self in Lisbon, A well-known individual and wealthy, it wes not

long hefore he attained honor and considerstion., Butl whatever in-

fluence he had was used in fevor of hig coreligionists,

Not long after Samuel Abravenel's coming to Portugel, Judah,
hisg son, was appointed Treasurer to the Infante Don Fernsndo, The
Infante, who had a small income, stood in need of the banker's
riches, He was very apprecistive of Abravanel's agsistence and in

1&73, before undeftaking a Jjourney to Tangiers, and having a

presentiment of approaching deeth, he made his will, and ordered that
"the Jew Ab;?vanel, inhabitant of Ligbon should be paid in full the
sum of 506,600 reis blancos which he had received from him as o losn,"
While the Abravanel family still occupied a position of honor
in the king's court, a son was born to Don Judah in 1437 in the cityim
of Lisbon. This son, Isaac Abravenel was destined to play a leading
role in the life of Jews and non-Jews in three countries of Europe,
Isnac Was given a Carefulleducation by his distinguished
father, Although we are not éertain,of his teacher, 1t seems logical

to sssume that he received instructions from Rabbi Joseph Chayyun, Who

1) J.Q.R. 0.8S. Vol II, page 39




was the rabbi in Lisgbon in Isascls youth, And yet, from an
incidental remark of Rabbi Joseph Karo, it would appéar that
he attended and heard lectures of Rabbi Isaec ben AboabIl, rabbi
of Toledo? But this would be later in his life,

In his youth, Isamc Abravanel began to manifest signs of
intellectual ability. Very esrly, he began to interest himself
in Jewlsh religions philosophy, He was moved by an ardent love
for Judaism and the Jewish p;opleg And this feelling, combined with
a capacity for clear thinking and keen insight gave promise of future
greatness., He read the works of Aristotle and he spesks of him as
" The Philosopher," Also the writings of Arabian philosophers, on
the Stagyrite were read; namely, Ibn Roshd, Ibn Sina, Algazzali and
others, Thése were all read in the Hebrew translation for Isaac
Abravenel knew neither Arabic nof Greek, He was familiar with
Msimonides Mbreh, with Judsh Halevy!s Cusari, and with the philosophy
of Gersonides? Influenced by these men and other writers, he wrote
hig first work on "The Original Form of the Elements," H13/0'9 _nlvlg ).
This ﬁas followed soon after by a second, and more important work,

under the title of "Ihe Crown of the Elders', ( pi[pd >0y Y,

teking for his basis and starting point Exodus 23:20.3'

"Behold, I send an engel before Thee, etc!, he discusses
in 25 chapters momentous questions of religion, prophecy, providence

of God and its specigl relation to Israel,

1

5 J.QoR, O, 3. Vol II, page 39 ff.

VSde~ Rosh, Amana,

7.apf 7san ]wwaf Zjaf ]kﬂl h[é 'Jk ip

'.,:.j LT ; PI/"”'
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Following this, at the age of 20 he formed a plan of o

commentery on the Torah, being particularly interested in the (

ptyelc7 9'k'aj ) who in his eStimation had escaped sufficient
explanation up to his times, He began this work, however, with

a commentary on Deuteronomy, Before proceeding with his work he

referred the project to the sages of his day for approval,

Concurrent with his love of philosophy Issac Abravenel

evinced an interest in statesmanship, Even as a youth his

astuteness in finance and affairs of state was apparent snd his

rolitical abilities attracted the attention of royalty,

Because of his father's position before him and becsuse

of his natural ability, Isaac Abrsvanel entered the service of

King Alfonso V as treasurer, The latter seemingly had great

confidence in Abravene) for he gave him complete jurisdietion

over his financial affairs, Hig noble disposition, devout spirit,

end prudence, secured for him the esteen and affection of the

Christian grandees, _In spite of this friendship, Abravanel rew

tained an intense interest in his own people,

The King under whom Isaac Abravanel served, was a tolerant

monareh and his reign 1s deseribed as the Golden Age for the Jew on

the Pyreanean Peninsuvla,

————

1) Introduction to Deut, ( I, Abravenel's)




He succeeded to the throne in 1438, Pinding himself with a émall
kingdom he launched upon a program of conquest, Most of his
fighting took place in Africa and as a consequence he is usually
referred. to ss "The Africen” :}P")a}cﬂ 1, soon after his
ascension to the throne he besieged and captured Tangiers, Throughe=
out his entire reign he was occupled with battles with the Barbery
Moors, And yet; he was a cultured individual despite his military
explaits, Knowing the value of an intelligent personality like

Isasc Abravanel, he sought to enlist him into his service, The
wealthy and cultured Abravanel was no doubt flaﬁtered by the king's
request and consented to occupy the position for which he was selected.
He was entrusted with the office of the treasurer, The monarch must
have had greet confidence in him, for he consulted him on important
questions of‘state.

Amon§ Isaac Abravanel's closest friends in Portugal were

the members of the house of Bragsnza: particularly the Duke Fernando
of Braganza ( and his two brothers, the Marguis of Montemar, Constable
of Portugal, snd the Barl of Faro), The Duke of Broganza, like meny
feudal lords, had great estates snd wielded a powerful influence.,
He was lord of 50‘towns, boroughs, castles, end fortresses; and was
able, in the event of an exigency, to bring 10,000 foot soldiers

and 3,000 cavalry on the field of battle.ZEWith such contacts, Isaac

e .

lg Otsar Nechmad, Vol II, page 48
Graetz, Vol IV, Chapts. 10-11




Abravanel became an important figumwe in Portuguese political life,
Princes and nobles frequented his home, the learned of Lishon were
his friends and compsnions, Among them was the scholarly physician

Jono Seziro, a man of high consideration at court and a warm patron of
1 .

the Jews,

Isaac Abravanel'!s life in Lisbon wes pleasant and tranquil,
In his introduction to the Book of Joshua, he speaks of his years

there as the happiest of his life, He tells us: 'AR VD I{;
.,wj"/aefa "5 Aoma kix aa A1k Jafnj /m/ MR
Al B 1”3 Pe .fka%e s fna pkI vy .aﬁmwn
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1y~G?aetZ, Vol IV, Chapts. 10,11~ I, A, was not the only Jew to
a2ttain dieti

Yacohya,,

nction in the Portuguese court. The brothers, Ibn
sons of Don David, were court favorites and received honor,

{Fee next pace )
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Written in Spain, following his forced flight from Portugal,

this describes the nostelgic yearning of a man for those things he

will ever hold dear. He could not envisage a hetter 1ife then that

’ 1
which ohtained under the rule of the benevolent Alfonso V. There

he had\had-friendship, esteem, and under thig tolersnt ruler his
people enjoyed liberty =nd prosperity.

In the -thirty-third year of Alfonso's reign, he fought against
and captured the town of Arzilla in Africa,2 In war, no dlstinctions
were made between captives, for among them were two hundred and

fifty Jews of both sexes, who were sold into elavery. Unon hearing

of this, Isnac Abravanel, called representatives of the TLisbon

3
Jewish community to formulete a plan for their manumission, A
comnittee of twelve leading Jews was selected who set themselves

to the task of liberating Jews from their ceptivity, In a short

time, ten thousand gold dubloons ¢16,000) were collected with which

the liberty of the captives were to be bought, More money was

———,

Interesting is the story that their father exhorted them

not to invest in real-estate, Groetz interprets this as

& premonition of banishment, '

Introduction to commentary on Kings, where T.A, mentions life
in Portugal - fcd/%fé ALDENA e 37 (Gpe Ao A
Otsar Nechmad, Vol II, page 48- I.A, claims 19,000 people weyre

i I P [T ¢
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obtained by Isspc Abravenelfs writing to a wealthy friend, Jechiel
of Pisa,-to contribute in their hehalf, Then, with a colleague,
Isasc Abravanel travelled around the country and ransomed the Jewish
slaves,

| It'Was not the purpose of this committee of twelve only %o
redeem fhe captives, They realized that they were responsible for
the Moorish Jews, even after they were freed, The ransomed Jows
were clothed, 1odged, and mainteined until they learned the language
of the country, could make contacts for vocatiomladjustment, snd
could support themselves, Then the work of this committee was come-
plete,

In 1472, King Alfonso sent an embassy to Pope Sextus IV, at

Rome: Ffirst éo congratulate him upon his accession to the Papacy
and also to inform him of the King's conguests among the Moors.
Included in this group which was to appear before the Catholic leader
wog Joao Seziro, Isaac Abravanel sought him out and asked him to
speak to the Pope in behalf of the oppressed Jews in other lands, %o
bring before him,requésts and netitions regarding Jewish communities
in Portugal end to implore him to regar%-them benevolently snd to

grant good decisions to these questions, He also asked the physician

s

3) Graetz- Vol IV, page 339

1) Otsar Nechmad Vol II - T.A.'s letter to Jechiel of Pisa.
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to deliver a letter to his friend Jechiel of Pisa and some ofjﬂs
own and other's works, At this time, Isasc Abrevanel sent hie
book PLJPj JV>(;' and also the commentary to Debarim
as far as he hod completed it, This letter, dated 5232, or 1472,
describes conditions of the Jews and requests Jechiel to con-
tribute money for assisting Jewish captives, It also asked the
‘recépient to show every consideration to the physicisn,
In the interim Abravenel's life in Lishon was bright and
cheerful, He had married and his Wife had given birth to three sons,
Judah, Joseph, and Samuel, His éareer was undimmed by any clouds
until he reached the age of forty-four, Thereupon s whole series
of reverses befell him snd rarely did he find the peace and
- trenquility he had enjoyed heretofore,
| The King Alfonso V died in 1481 after a successful reign
of forty-two years, He was succeeded by his son Joao IT, who ruled
from 1481 to 1495, Unlike his father, the new King was sullen,
selfish, and heartless, WFollowing the tacticsof his unserupulouns
contemporary, Louis XI of France, he endeavored to rid himself of
the Portuguese grandees and strove to create an absolute monarchyal
His first step was to rid himself of the powerful Duke of Bragsnza.
The unsuspecting Duke was called to court and there charged with

treason, He and his brothers were impeached for mainteining s

o,

-

1) Graetz Vol IV, page 340
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treasonable correspondence with Ferdinand and Isabella. The

Duke was beheaded and his vast estates confiscated by the

1
crown (1483). His brothers fled sbrosd, fearing a similar fate,

Since Isaac Abrevanel had been 80 friendly with the
house of Braganza, he also incurred the suspicion of the new
royal house, The latter's attitude is described by Abravenels .Hiw jr%

2ama0 oin 31 13o0c alar inile A by pep ep 2 PR

At this time, Isasc Abravanel was planning to begin
his commentary on the four early prophets, Joshua, Judges, Samuel, -
and Kings, but his multitudinous duties did not permit him to apply

himself completely to this work, <' IR ';”F'C\’J - 77
3_Nnnle ﬁﬁk[ [P ﬂ’,’/ D

In this simple fashion he interprets his departure from
Portugal, In his commentary on the book of Judges he describes
at length what occured in Portugal shortly after Joao became ruler,
Like the Duke of Braganza, he was ordered to appear before the King,
En route to the royal court, he met a friend at an inn who warned
him to flee for his life. Without a doubt, he was advised that the
King was jealous of Isasc Abravenel's wealth, for the latter
rhetorically rebukes himself for heaping up riches to no ava.il.'4 He
Was obliged to flee for his life and leave behind him his wife and

children,

Until midnight of the second day, did he travel uatil he

reached the city of Segura ( ['-ﬁlfc B ﬁ;’ P 7I”d’€. ),
IQ)MT;_Q.R. 0.8, Vol IT, page 39 ¥ () Tatroduction to tHe Book of
Joshua by I,A, (3) Ibia (4) Introduction to the book of
Judges by I.A, ' (5) Ibid~ A'y9 aef sakd './)f/y Nl 'J\e@

g ek [ p’/\{ﬁq [)" ek przfn "




20

On the frontiers of the Kingdom of Castile. He d4id not

escape too soon, for his flight was made knbwn to the King

and. trbops were ordered to pursue him scross the desgert
even to the borders of the two kingdoms, Frustrated in
his attémpt to get hold of his person, the King revenged
himself by confiscating not only all of Abravanel's
property, including his commentary on the Book of Deuternomy;
but also that of his eldest son, Judah Leogﬁ who was only

a youth, but already s practising physician, From the
safety of his residence in Castile, the refugée addressed g
letter to the King in which he protested his innocence of
any T;f)lqtting against the monarch, NY/¢ gké [(’QN
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i : 13 Graetz Vol IV page 341
- Introd. to Joshua-"From the depths of my sorrow I cried

to him, from the place where I was hidden., In a letter

I wrote him, T cried, *Save, 0, King! TIs it right for

you to oppress? Shall not the judge of an entire country
be just? Why have you done evil to your servant? Why

have you thrust me out? Let me know what you have against
me, and why you contend with me? Prove and examine me, O
Lord, aqd all efforts will not succeed in finding any guilt
in me® ",




All of his pleas were in vain, The King was too suspicious
and. too ‘shrewd to permit‘Abravanel to return to his native land¢.
It would have meant relinquishing that which he had already
appropriated. He could not tolerate the continued existence of
those Individuals who stood in the way of establishing his
absolute monarchy., Ag Isaac Abravanel describes him, he was
deaf to all appeal and would not withdeaw from his cruel, venge-

ful programml This wae the first of three banishments to which

Abraveanel wes obliged to submit during his career.

1) Introduction fo Joshua - Lﬁé ok eoh /ﬁa IND
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ABRAVANEL IN SPAIN

From Segura, Is&‘w,c Abravanel turned toward Toledo, the

copital of Castille, There he took up his abode in 148U, His i

feme had preceded him in that land for he was received with

honor by his fellow Jews, particularly by the more cultured i
emong them, His intellect was soon seen and a group of lesrn-

ed men and scholars gathered sround him. With them, wes most ‘”

- g , i

of hig time occupied, Hp I}C o M) P” N ”’_jn/ i
PIAILPN tyAh pir/ 9 PINID "’@J/C '[9 | i
DN kD P ID PIATY LA NNLH PNAA D ONAVN p L

Hig conclusion was that God had disapproved of his pursuit of
a life of state affairg and had caused this misfortune to be-

fall him, Therefore he must perforce devote himself to religious i

work, y’r LS—;‘ ngagyg—- 31Y 'f-ﬂ/v 4\[\‘4,/(‘ 'DQ;\ PY ... l*
2;)f{c-n NIEID y//c:?rv ‘AVPA -Pffc /'/c "o W:

Among the men whose friendships he cultivated were the learn-
ed Isaac Aboab and Abrsham Senior, chief-tithe collector in
Oastille, The latter, it seems, later interested Abravenel in
accociating with him to collect taxes.

In the interim, Joao of Portugal, had permitted Issac

Abravanells wife and two of his sons to join him in Toledo, i

- e e,

1; Introd, to Joshua b
2) Ibid, |
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Free from the arduous, duties of state, and i;hankfuﬁl. that
his femily was once more with him, he began to devote hime

self to the service of God., At tj.e entreaty of his friends,
B R S A T

v e nA  »ele
1pia ,ﬂ{//ve/ ,P’ﬁl@ LTI’
he began to write an exposition of the earlier.prOphets
which had been hitherto neglected because of their apparent
simplicity? Even while in Portugal he had resolved to do
this workmﬁ Since he had given previous thought to the sub-
ject, he soon completed his task; T4 is not difficult to
explain the dispateh and ease with which he handled the
work, In addition to his knowledge of lengusge, he had
his own experience in statesmasnship which gave him the
insight to understand and unravel the political complice-
tions involved in the Ieraelitish state. He finished in a
surprisingly short time. Within sixteen days, he completed
hig commentary on Joshua; in twenty-five days that on Judges
end in thres and a half months, that on the two Books of
Samuel, 4
For only a shoft time did Abravenel devote himself

to literary activity. Although he was attached to his

people and their literature, life in the court and political

1) Introd., to the book of Joshus (2) Ibid = 7ka =
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activity attracted him even more; so he forsook one for the
other, After a half-year of exegetical writing, during which
he had written commentaries on Joshus, Judgas and. Samuel, he
was urged to come to the court of Ferdinand and Isabella,
sovereigns of Sovsin, At this time he was about to comment
upon the book of Kings% He stopped his work and entered the
‘monarchs’ service, acting as farmer of the roysl revenues, This.
position he held for a period of elght years, from 1484 to
1492,

in this capacity his acqueintance with Don Abrsham. Senior
was intenéified. The latter like Abravanel, acted as chief
farmef of taxes and seemingly entered into partnefship with

Isaac Abravanel when the latter was appointed by the Spanish

mongrehs,

Yor eight years Abravsnel occupled the position., He seem~
ed to be relatively happy during the time of this period, for
he writes that he received consideration and honor from the
Spanish grandees and that he grew rich ond was able to buy land
ond estates— /T P Py e PN3IATA '-"/’”f‘j'
PNA ‘N pales  palke DY defe AR>S Py
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He must have entrenched himself quite securely and
convinced the royalty of his sincerity and devotion, in
view of the fact the Sovereigﬁs, goaded by the Malignant
Torquemada, issued cenonical decrees,,forbidding'Jews to
hold office in the gﬁvernment, His activity must have renderw
ed him indispensible for at no time does he mention encounter-
ing difficulties until the conquest of Granada in 1492,

Nevertheless, his people‘must have been suffering from
the anti-Jewlsh feeling which was becoming more intense in
the Spanish penisula and which reéulted in the sxpulsion in
1492, As a wealthy and influentisl Jew, it does seem likely
that he must heave réndered invalueble assistance to his peopnle
even before the expulsion though he, himself may never have
felt the barbs and shafte of anti-semitic prejudices,

The inquisition, which had been infroduced in Spain years
before Abravenel ceme there from Portugal, was not overating
in the manner which some of the lay and religious leaders
would have it operate. It had been effective elsewhere in
Europe in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries but it need-

ed more organization and centralization in Spain, Its Judges

s st
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= were appolnted by the Dominican and Franciscan leaders who
used a course of procedure and bbeyed‘the rules and instruct-
ions which emansted from the Holy See. They were responsible
f,f' to Rome only;and with en unfixed and poorly orgenized office,
it is readily seen that the individual ingquisitors were to a
great extent independent, Not belng subject to gegular
'inspection, it was rather difficult to call them to account
for the manner in which they discharged their functions,
However, Fordinand and Isabells, who desired to break

" down all of the loose organization prevalent in their Kingdonm,

could never countenance such an important organization or
officé as the Tnquisition, to teke instructions from anyone
save the monarchs themselves, They wighed the Inquisition to
becone a.national institution and the measres they resorted

to,with this object in view wers sagacious,and carried out with

unusual success,

The man upon whom their choice fell to assume the duty of

- . 1
: commissioned by the papal letter of February 11, 1482, His

reorganization and centralization was Thomas de Torquemada, The

confessor of the sovereigns, he was also one of seven inquisitors

1) Lea Vol I, page 173
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appointment made, the fondest hopes of the King and Queen
were realized, With a cold, deliverate zeal, he developed
order in the chaotic institution and discharged his duties
with pitiless assiduousness, His views were fixzed, hig
character vnchenging, He would heed no plea for mercy; nor
listen to any compromise of what he regarded as his duty.
Under Torquemade, the Inquisition developed rapidly snd was
extended throughout Spain, It soon became an effective
organization, discovering and punishing apostates, As the
ingtitution developed, those people who felt that they would
be gubjécted to punigshment because of it, were disposed to
soek safety ab any secrifice. Many sucéeeded in doing this,

for the statistics of the early sutos de fe show that the

living victims are outnumbered by the effigies of the absent}

The events which led to the expulsion of the Jews in 1492
were the fanaticael preaching of the Dominicens, the zeal of
the monarchs themselves and the machine which Torguemade hed
established, Among the incidents which were responsible for

anti-Jewish feeling was the cause ¢€18bre of the child of La

1) Lea Vol I , page 183




Guardis, "In June, 1490, o converso nsmed Benito Garcia, on

hig return from a pilgrimsge to Compostells, wns arrested at

Astorga on the charge of having a consecrated wafer in his knap-

sack, The eviscopal vicar, Dr., Pedro de Villada, tortured him

reveatedly until he obtained a confession implicating five other
;  , conversos and six Jews in a plot to effect a conjuration with a'
: human heart and a consecrated host, whereby to cause the madness

and death of all Christians, the destruction of sll Christisnity,

1
end the triumph of Judaism," = From this emerged the crucifixion

of the child of La Guardia, whose heért had been cut out for
this very conjurstion, The account was obviously provoked by
the tortures of the Inquisition for the confessions of the acc-

used are contrary and contradictory, Those implicated were

vut to death., What is significont, however, is the purpose of

}i the anto de fe. According to Lea in his "History of the

Inquisition in Spain®, the underlying purpose was revealed in

the sentence read at the death of the convicted; nsmely, to

bring into prominence the éfforts of the Jews to proselytize.2

This eentencs was brought before the entire populstion., As a

result, the cult of the Saint-Child of L Guardias-El Santo Nifio

de la Guardis,-was started with miracles and has been kept to

- B ' the vresent althdugh the sanctity of the supposed martyr has

e

:’?‘ 1) Lea- page 133 f£f, Vol I :
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never been confirmed by the Holy See, Torgquemada's object,
the effect upon the King toward legislating an edict of ex~
pulsion becsuse of the conversion propensities of the Jews
was not gained but it is noﬁ unlikely that the incident must
have made o great impression upon him,
Be 1t remembered that Ferdinand snd Isabella had

ﬁledged themselves to unify the Iberian peninsula, For ten
years, at intervals, Spain had been fighting the Moors for

Greanada. Finelly, after a long snd bloody struggle, the city

- fell into the hands of the Svenisrds in Jamiary, 1492, The

hopes of the monarchs had heen achieved, Among those who had
contriﬁuted to the Spanish csause were the Jews, But with the
accession of o rich tervitory and an industrious Moorish
population; with the absence of war and its drain on hisg
treasury, Ferdinand was persuaded that the Jews were no longer
financially indispensable, Besides, vopular fanaticism re-
guired consfant repression to keep the peace; "the operatiohs
of the Inquisition destroyed the hope that gradual conversion
would bring about the desired unity of faith and the only
alternative was the removal of those who could not, without o
miraculous change of heart, belexpected to encounter the terrible

(3]
risks attendant upon baptism, And more, not only would the King

be acting in consort with the religious leaders of his day ,=

————,

1) Lea- Vol I , page 135




but the great weslth of the Jgws in real estate, etc.,
would perforce go to the populsce and in this manner,
§  they, too, would be apreased. In this manner the exw
pulsion of the Jgws from allrof Spanish possessions was
resolved upon, Isaac Abravanel describes the thinking

of the Xing in his introduction to the Book of Kingss
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The people were given the choice of nmccepting
Christienity or leoving Spain. Abrshem Senior and

Isaac Abravenel offered s large sum %o avert the de-

cree, Yerdinand, who seems to have been easily moved
by the appearance of money, was inclined to accept it,
but Isabells was firm, There is a story to the effect,
that when the offer was being considered, Torquemada

forced his way into the royael presence snd holding a

erucifix aloft, exclaimed to the sovereigns, "Behold,
the crucified whom the wicked Judas sold for thirty
pisces of silver, If you spvrove that deed, sell him

for thirty thousand pleces of silver, 1 resign my power;

Whether this be true or not, the offer was not accented

and on March 30, 1492, the decree of expulsion or the

Bdict of Granade, was signed. It was vublished on May lst,

. and it gave the entire Jewish population until July Flat

in which to accept Christlanity or leave the country, under
venalty of dealth.2 The effect upon the peovle of the land is

described by Isaac Abravanel,= AN le Py r~e/

nothing shall be imputed to me, but you will answer to God! wd

1) Lea- Vol I, page 135
2) I.,A, writes in his introduction to Kings of the
edict- ,/c"'?'g'am 3%90 mIrknw WY pan 1S P
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Kven after the decree had been published, Igaac
Abravenel implored the King at three different times to
f",; reconsider, but he was adamant, |
| ‘ The time drew near for the departure of the Jews,
f } BSome of them in desperation accepted Christianity, Among
them was the rich taxw~collector, Abraham Senior. He and
hig fomily were baptized and took the family name of Coronel,2

But the bulk ofiJewry prepared itself for the depsrture, The

B aged rabbi, Issac Aboasb, the friend of Abrevanel, went with

| thirty Jews of rank to Portugal to negotiate with King Joso II,
for the settlement of the Jews in that country, or for their
safe passage through it, They succeeded in making tolerably
favorable conditions? The vain of leaving their homeland
could not be assusged, The nearer the day came, the more un-

happy and terror stricken did the veopke become,

1) Introduction to the book of Kings- In the introduction
to Deut,, I.A., describes the security felt by the Jews
in Spain and their pain at being forced to leave; he
also recounts the suffering dur ing the exodus,.

2) Graetz Vol IV, page 351

3) Lea Vol I page 137- A cruzado a head Tor permission

to enter and reside for 6 months, was demanded,
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At last the day arrived upon which the Jews had to

depart, . According to Graetz, they were accorded two extra

days beyond July 3%lst. Their departure fell, ironically

L,if enough, on tﬁe anniversary of the ninth of Ab., The terror
| and distress of the exodus were greatly increased by an
edict of Torquemada, forbidding a Christisn, after Augﬁst
ninth, to give sny Jew food or shelter, The sacrifices

of the exiles were tremendous. Their nonportable prop-
erty had to be sold for a trifle, Worse, they could not

find buyers, end had to take an ass in trade for a house,

3 e e e . s o e b e
- . i RES . RTL. o

a vineyard, was sold for a plece of linen, Their
q@yhgogues"were confiscated aﬁd converted into churches,
As they ieft‘Spain, they were at the mercy of the people
in whése land they found themselves, They were robbed,
murdered, violated, and sold into slavery, Many wandered
back to Spain, naked, starving snd lousy, to be baptized

Christians, The number of the exiles is not known exactly,

‘Some say there were as many as 400,000, but Lea concludes

1
According to Abravanel there were 300,000 who left Spain,

1) Introduction to the book gf Kings- éé; A)JV
P 'ﬂ*) f/; kv ele  ho
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that even 235,000 is too large an estimabe,
In the group that left Spain was Issac Abravanel,

He states iﬁ his introduction to the Book of Kjings, that

the exiles went to different lands; some went to Portugal,

Navarre, Provence, to Aerica, Turkey, Greece, and Italy,

The bitter suffering of the unfortunate cast~offs is also

described by the Jewish leader. Together with his family,

at the age of fifty-three, he took a ship to Naples: L/L”
pIJ,Qﬂ" TA'A S PY nkA D HEY /'»/./1,:)

. 'La {CJ 31y N .a :_)lc} 'l/c?a’ \'//0

This was his second exile,
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1) Lea Vol I, page 142
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- ABRAVANEL N ITALY

Fér the second time Abrevanel's brillient career
as a statesman was interupted by volitical events, His
last desparate attempt to dissuade the monorch having fsiled,
ﬁe cast his lot with his people, With his three song and
his wife, he embarked for Naples and arrived there in 1493,
Naples was then under the rule of King Ferdinand I, The
latter had apparently been informed of Abravenel¥s ability
for he was asked to enter his sefvice, The exile seemed to
be plessed with his welcome, for he writes in his introduction
t6 the Book of Kyngs: P 30D '_3{/\/ (Naples) DD f/v N
He wag entrusted with an office in the court, probably that
of finances, since this was a field with which he was
particularly skilled, While the humsne and benevolent XKing

1ive&,AﬁraVanel enjoyed honor and fame, rest and peeoa;l
Hj‘ﬂ?"’a ﬁm n I:s DIlér  1ie )'ahg’ YA,
At this time, he wrote his commentary on the Book of Kings,
finally completing the work he had envisioned as a young man
in Portugmi% Not for long, however, was he to enjoy un-

disturbed, this new tranquility and prosperity, For the

following year, 1494, Ferdinend died and was succeeded by

lg Otsar Nechmad- Vol II page 51

2) Ibid- S , / ,
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his son ATfonso II., He, too, had his father's resvect for
Abravanells ability end permitted him to retain the position
to which he had. been appointed by his verent,

When Naples was invaded in 1495 by Charles VII of
Prance, the new king was forced to flee, With him went
Iganc Abravsnel who, alone, of 211l his ministere had re-~
meined true to him in his misfortune. He stayed with him
until the King fell i1l with a fatal malady in 1498, Ag
this time Igsac Abravenel was fifty-seven end this was his
third and last exile,

B0 he returned to the mainland forlorn and unhanpy,
His grief was not so much over the loss of his royel ratrons,
Ferdinand and Alfonso of Naples, as it wasrover his property
in Naples and his library of précious booksfa For while he
had been with King Alfonso the French had plundered his house
and‘ail his property; hooks etc,, were all taken away, Wesry
of heart, He turned toward the isle of Corfu, He must have
been all butrcrushed in spirit because of this third forced

exile, © With no political activity to demand his time he

1) According to Carmoly, in the article in Otsar Nechmad

Vol II, page 51, the king fled to Messina on the island

of Sicily . With him also went I.,A, Dr. Mann believes

this is unlikely, and rightly so, for Sicily belonged to

?ﬁrdinand of Spain, and I, A, would hot have been tolerated
ere, '

2) Introduction to Mﬁ*ene HaYeshuah- I'Da0 ﬁa ,Aéq

NIREA N INA 10 pIAITD AN hnf

3) In I.A,'s preface to Zevach Pesach written in 1496,
he writeg-- my wife and my sons are far away from me,
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again devoted himself to literary pursuits, In the month
of Av, 1495 he began his commentary on Book of Isaish., His
work was suspended and laid aside becsuse of a special
eircumstence, To his joy, there was found in Corfu, his
commentary on the Book of Deuteronomy, begun in his youth,
and teaken from him when he was obliged to flee from the cruel
King-Joao II. Long ago, he had given it up as los£ but now
he determined to complete it snd on a large scale, He him-
self writes in his introduction to Deuteronomy: B A ghhiw
?3;& fjﬁl,ﬂa‘a¢kl 1a71p Lf wka '!%
~5 3D P e IY'dA h'ev e IN 'af' Wﬂy;
1A P prand Pbrvel 2033 'e?fl/ 24>
IR ;&dn @ poosle  AnkHIT ﬁpeﬂ
£ fan 2)p >
Abravanel did not stay in Corfu for s sustained period,
Ag éoon as the French departed from Nespoliten territory he
went to the city of Monopoli in the distriet of Apulia, in
the kingdom of Naples, There he spent eight years, probebly
the most active in hié literary career, for thers most of

his works were written or rewritten,

His commentary on the Book of Deuteronomy was finished.




there on the twentieth of Shevat in 1496, Shortly
thereafter, he compiled bod NA3% on the
Haggadah of Passover, On the eleventh of Tammuz
in the same year, at the request of his youngest son,
Don Saimiel, he completed AHiple b T
Ethics of the Fathers, end in 1497 his work on the Book
of Daniel N YIC'D :)VXA/ y & work of which he was very
proud, was done, His literary activity continued in 1498,
with the Book P'ean P'NC | his discussion
of Maimonidean philosophy based on the Moreh?¥I¢ ywen,
his discussion of prophecy, the Messigh, Redemption, also
‘ l‘r;‘*’ eN  MYIL) | These last three works he

labelled ~A1YI(Q) (1‘3 ¢/ , Turthermore, he also finished
in thet city his commentary on Isaiah in 1498,

Between 1498 and 1502, Isaac wrote Rosh Amons and

p»;)i}C _ﬁpg;afv « In 1503, he went, at the suggestion

of His second son, Don Joseph, from Monopoli, to Venice, .
where he was to pass the last years of his life, Hereo, once
again, he was to be drawn into the political arens, The clty
council, being aware of his sble and clever statesmanship
asked him for couﬁsel in a problem they haq’regarding sea

trade. He was employed to effect a treaty between Portugal,‘,
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his native country, and the Republic of Venice, respecting
spice trade, His work was successful and he received honor
from the lesders of the republic, Soon afterwards, with his
position secure in that land, his oldest son, Don Judah,
Joined him there,

Hig interest in literary and theological work was again
manifest, for he begsn to write » commentary on the Book of
Jeremieh, This was finished by Erev Shabuoth in 1504, He
also begen s commentary on the Book of Hzekiel and on the
twelve minor Prophets, as well as on the first four Books of
the Bible, They were all written or rewritten hefore his
death, although the exact date of completion is not known,

In 1507, when he was sixty-elght year o0ld, Isaac re-
ceived a communicetion from Candis, from a learned Jew, Rgbbi
Saul Hapcohen, The latter asked twelve questions pertaining
to philosophical matters, These were answered shortly there-
aftgr; in a graceful and charming manner.. To the very last

he worked zeslously at his studies, Before his death he wrote

a book called '3¢. D9h N 5 contradict the reasoning
of Maimonides, However, the book haes never been found. Sgveral

other works were begun or combemplated but were never completed.

1) But at the end of I.A.'s commentary on the book of

Shemoth, he writes that it was finished in Venice
on the first of Marcheshvan in 1505,

2) 8,g., Lahakath HaNebiim
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In the summer of 1509, at the esge of seventywone,
he‘dieda He was esﬁ@emed by non-Jew, as well as Jew,
and all pald homage to him in death. Hieg body was taeken
to Padus and there in an ancient burisl ground he was in-
terred. Five days later, the learned Rabbi Judah Menz of
Padua Pass sed awny, and he was buried beside Isesac Abravanel,
Yet the unfortunate Abravanel did not find peace even in
death for the following year, Padua wos besgieged and the
béttle occured near the grave yard, The city walls wgre
destroyed and the graves of the learned Jews suffered the
same fate so that, the site of Issac's burial plot was
combletely oblitérated.

It is interesting to observe that in spite of his
prolitical caréer which seemed to be most important to him
in early life, Isaac Abravanel found time to write at all,
and that his literary activity should revolve about his
peoble, His enthusiasm for the Jews never absted in spite
of the honor and wealth he attained in Portugel, Spain and
Italy‘1 Most of his works, as we have seen, were written after
hig exiles and troubles had humbled him and depriwed him of

his lofty station. In his answer to Rabbi Seul HaCohen,

1) An elegy written in the Kovetz al Ysd, Vols VIIT,
IX (1899)~ page 7-- desdribes I.A,'s ability and

." . . interest in eople" -
P&a,h&rY1ek PN r‘ Y 'a e f;a Pbﬁ,




. Isaac Abravanel confesses that it was only after he had
experienced pain and sorrow that he recognized his true

f ' destiny, as theologlan and exegete, and not 28 statesman

and politicien; yet as one leaves the work of this great
personality, one cannot help but feel thet primarily he
wasg 2 statesman and that this confession was simply a

'.i , rationalization end adjustment of a frustrated , helpless

nany




THE SONS OF ISAAC ABRAVANEL

“Abravsnells children were worthy sons of their
father for they distinguished themsel¥es as he had be-
fore them, They had attained their maturity in Itely
( although they had even distinguished themselves
earlier) and soon began to play a vital role in Ttalian
Jewigh life, Isaac himself, was becoming too old and
infirm to continue his previous active existencs,
Furthermore, he apparently could not sdjust himself as
easily as his sons dild to his new homeland, Tor the
létter had made an easy snd rapid adjustment to this new
milieu,

The best known and most outstanding of all was the
oldest, Judsh Leon Abravenel, He was born in Lisbon in
1460 and died in Venice in 1535, With his death s long
chain of profound vhilosophicsl intellects isterminated.-
énd is not linked agsein or reborn for many years, An
estute and capable individual; gifted with a cherming
Personality, he rose quickly into prominence, His think-
ing, however, had more of sn effect upon the non-Jewish
world thsn it did upon his own people, He occupied hime

self little with the work of biblical and Telmudic




character; his chief interest being in vhilosophic
thoﬁght,

When his father returned to Italy from Messina and
gettled upon the isle of Corfu, Judsh remained in Genos
where he practised medicine. But his other interestgin-
trigues him more énd he devoted himself to the study of
philosophy, mathematics, astronomy, and poetry, Judah!s
intellect soon begen to impress the non-Jewish world and
he ganined the acquaintance of a number of cultured Italians,
among whom was the great thinker, Pico della Mirandola; 1
In Judah®s excursionsg into astronomy he developed an
astronomicel instrument or device and also wrote a book
about "Heavenly Harmony" (which unfortunately was 1oét),
The diversity of his interests stemps him ag a true child
of the rensissance and g forerunner of those who began to
rebel against the sutocracy of the Catholie church,

Like his father, Judah, when the family resided in
Spainohad.had many friends smong the Spanish grandees, It
is not unlikely that through their influence he could have

stayed in Spain and been unharmed, While he was there his

A

<

1) JUdisches Lexikon- page 5l--Art, on Abravanel and
Sons- Vol I
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acquaintances secured for him the position of physician

to General Gonsalve de Cordova.l The latter was a benevolent
man and friendly to the Jews. He had occasion to demonstrate
hia fine charscter by tacitly refraining from carrying ont

aﬁ order of Ferdinend, king of Spain, The latter had ordered
that the incuisition be instituted in Naples, which had becoms

a Spanish possession, His purpose was to capture many Spenish

and Portuguese Marranos who had eScaped there, The Jews
under fire were allowed to flee to other Italian cities:
Judah was vermitted to remain in the commnity ond was un=
touched by the royal ruling, He continued in his capaclty
as physician to the general until 1507 and even stayed in
Naples when the city was visited by Ferdinand, But when
the general was removed from his voeition of responsibility,
Judah went to Venice where his father and brother, Joseph
(slso a vhysician) were living.

Because of his literary and vphilosovhic pursuits
and his experiences in Naples, Judsh had masstered the
Italiaﬁ language and he set himself to the task of writing

s book on love in Italian., In 1502 he published his

1) JUdisches Lexikon- page 51, Vol I-- Art, on Abravanel
and Sons.




"Dialoghi dell! Amore'or Sichot HoAhavah, a work which is
considered a masterpiece in Italian literature,

This book is a philosophic discussion between o msn
and g women sbout love and the problems of 1ifé. In this
book Jndah declares, that one of the most important things
in life, is love or the desire to attach oneself to some-
thing, and be one with it, God, he goes én to state, has
created the world out of love and through thie principle
the spiritusl world is united with the moterial world, Man
too, must be filled with love and approach God in that
spifit. Hig character becomes finer and better by the
oresence of this force within him, dJudsh discusses very
little the matter of religion; nevertheless, he tskes pains
to prove that the world was created in accordence with the
bibiical account in Bereshith and not in accordance with
the philosophic‘reasoning of Aristotle or anv of the other
vhilosovhers,

Mpre Cpristians were familiar with Judahts book
than Jews, Cultured Italisns were proud of the fact that
such a fine piece of writing had been done in their tongue,

30 the book beceme popular and was read widely, It was not




long before it was translated into Prench —-=and later into
Latin and Spanish, The latter tronslation was made by &
Jew, who also dedicated the work to the Spanish monarch,

Many things were written by Judah in Hebrew, varticw
wlarly a poem to his son,lwho had been forcibly held in
Portugel when Judeh left, and realsed as a Christian., In
tlﬂ;e poétry he pouredout his cup of sorrow and lsmented over
what had happened to his ofi‘spring, He beseeches his son to
remenmber that he is a Jew, to study the Hebrew lengusge and
literature and not to forget the heartache and pain his
parents suffered because of this separation,

One of Judah's poems /,vé',') }: » /E/\ .
desceribes in verse the events which occured during his life-
time; his exiles and all the trouble he was ohliged to under-
go; Many times the family was separated and Judah writes
while in Naples, of the pain of not being together with the
other members of his family; e /c ‘fl ) k ')/c /C /
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Barlier in his life he was also separated from then,
The femily had moved to Spain but he had remained in
Portugal. But family ties drew him to his parents =nd
brothers: so he too went to Spain, ¥For e time he lived
in peace, He probabiy practised medicine in the new land,
When the decree of expulsion was announced in 1492, he
sent his 1ittle son to Pyrtugel to sove him from forced
baptism, The child was seized by the soldiers of Joao II,
the Portuguese monarch, Judah never stopped grieving for
his son, What ultimately became of him ls not known,

Isanc Abrevanel's youngest son, Semuel was born in
1”73 at Lishon, He was completely unlike his older brother,
for he was not interested in philosophy or poetry, A good
Talmudist, he played zn importent part in the Llife of Ital-
ian Jewry, Hig Talmudic studies, as a youth, were obtained
at the femous Yeshibah of Sslonica, There he distinguished
himself under the able guidance of Joseph Fasi, Semuel was
considerably like his father in his Jewish literary interestyg

(althongh he was not interested in philosovhy) and in his
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financial ability, Sometime after the Abravenel femily

moved to Naples he was called tgiﬁeapolitan court as

fingnce minieter to Don Pedro de Toledo, Through his

position and contacts he smassed a great fortune ($450,000),

The poet Samuel Usgue said that he deserved the avvelation

"Tremegisto", thrice great, for he was great in scholar-

ship, great In ancestry, and great in wealth.l He was very

generous and used his wealth to promote the welfare of his

people, Many orphans were enabled to marry because of his
philanthropy; he supported the needy, redeemed captives,
and eﬁbodied, as a whole, the characteristies of the
prophet, His home was a meeting place for the Jews,
varticulserly for scholars and students, He wasg a patron
of any Jewish literary endeavors, Among his friends were
the Portuguese refugee David ben Yahya, who became rabbi
of Naples and the cabslist, Baruch of Benevento,

When Charles V ilssued an ediet to expel the Jews
from Naples, Benvenids, wife of Semuel, an intimate of
Leonora, the Duchess of Tuscany, was able to have the edlet
revoked through the assistance of the latter. Several yeers

later when Charles V told the Jews o either leave the land

1) Jewish Encyclopedia-- Vol I, page 129




or wear a badge, Samuel and his family moved to PFerrara,
There S8gpmusl llved until his death in 1551, Many of the
other Jews whe left Naples went to Turkey.

In the home Sémuel there gathered not only prom-
inent Jews but glso many learned Christisns, Talmud was
studied there and Jewish literabure in generaly, Italimn
Jéws who were Cabbalists came there to expound the Zohar,
Among the Christisns was the learned Johan Wiedmanstadt,
a disciple of Reuchlin, who ceme there to learn Hebrew,

Other non-Jews who visited Semuel came in contact with

the provonents of the Cabbala and were influenced by their

teaching.,

The other son of Isaac Abravanel, Joseph, was also
born et Lisbon in 1471, He, too, was a vhysician and
when the Abravanel family moved to Italy, he established
hiﬁself in Venlce where he was very successful, Later in
life he moved to Ferrsra and joined his brother, Semuel,
He died in 1552,

Some descendants of the family were to be found in

Amsterdam in the seventesenth century,
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THE WRITINGS OF ISAAC ABRAVANEL

Distinguished as Abravanel was sg a statesman}even
50 wag he as a writer, Though not entirely originai or
rich with ideas, his writings contain much interesting
material based upon his cultural and religious interests,
and also upon his worldly experiences, which merit read-
ing, A convenient divigion of his work is sugegested by
the author of the artiele in the Jewish Encyclopedis, It
is divided into three classes, The first is exegesig,
congisting of his commentery on the Bible, with the ex-
ception of the Kesubim; the second 1s philisophy; and the
1a$t\is in the nature of apologetics, written in defense
of the Jewish doctrine of the Messiah,

His commentary i1s more valuable than some written
before him because of his accurate estimation of the
historical viewpoint in the 1ife of the Jewish people.
Those biblical scholars who preceded him were too far re~
moved from the actual conditions of the wbrk to have s proper
pergpective of the historical epochs-and episodes described
in the Bible., Abrevanel, who had himself been identified

with the politics of the day, correctly perceived that a mere




congideration of the literary aspects of the Scriptures would

not suffice, but that the social and political life of the

people muat algo be taken into account., Moreover he recognized

. the velue of prefacing the individual Books of the Bible with
a general introduction concerning the character of the Book,
its date of composition, and the suthors' intentions, The
virtues of Abravenel's commentaries were expecially spprecisted
by Christian scholars of the succeeding centuries, Men like
Buxtorf (the vounger), Buddeus and Carpzov, scrutinized
Abravenelis biblical writing closely; condensed it and trsng-
lated it, thereby introducing it to the world of Christian
sdholarship. Perhaps & great dsal of thelr apvreciation was
due to Abravanel's tolerant attitude toward the Christian
exegetes Jerome, Augustine, and Nicholas de Lyra, 211 of whom
he studied snd quoted.

Important in Isancis commentary on the Torsh is his

writing upon the Book of Deuteronomy, Originally planned while

he was a youth in Portugal, it was not finished until he was

in Italy, He had become interested with the problem of




Deuteronomy e&en when he lived with his father, 1In his
introduction he states that he placed gquestions before
some of the well-known men Qf his time regarding Deuter-
onomy and each man snswered according to his own exper-
ience, In short, there was no genersl explanation of the
book, His purvose was to point out the fundamental teach-
ings of the book, which old and contemporary commentators
had never pointed out,

A traditionslist in his outlook, Abravanel believed
in the divine orlgin of the T&rah He writes that every
thing emanates from God, even until the word 1:3 ‘}’T

k”)(ﬂ which conclude the Book of Deuterononmy, For him,
everything 1s the word of God, without deviation or change

only it was written by Moses under divine inspiration or
3

guidance, He quotes Nachmanides'opening comment on this

~work to indicate the purpose of the Book, only to dissgree

with it,
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es, if Moses actually compiled and wrote the |
ﬁoﬁdhdegiaéid’lt ns he understood the divine intention; that
is, he did what God would have wished one to do.‘ ote
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For Nachmenides 1t was threefold, Firstly, to warn

the people and to remind them of their sins, how they re~

- belled egainst Moses in the wilderness and how they were
treated mercifully despite their murmurings;l; secondly,

to inform them of new commendments which were not stipu-
lated in preceding books and last was, to repeat some of the
laws for those who were to enter Canmen and to add some
explanation of them, inasmuch as many of those who enterw '
ed.Ganaan were not present at Mount Sinai, With & shrewd
eye, Abravanel attempts to ses everything logically and

he grouped all arguments, for and against, in one, two and
three, order, In answer to the earlie exegete, Abravanel
writes that Debarim would be a weak book if its purpo se

were only to comfort the peovle and tell them their sins

would be forgiven, HWis rejoinder to the second and third

yi; from »ev MM and following, God dictated and
' : Moses wrote; the latter continued writing while the
Lord said'Moses died"',

1) Introduction to the book of Deut,
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arguments is that all the laws were explicit or imvlieit
on Mount Sinai,

Then Isasc goes on to declare that it waz not

Moses! idea in this book to wern Israel, nor did God utter
?,'. 21' : new Mitzvoth which were not declared previously but it was

his puroose to explain laws and commandments which required

explanation, This slone was its intent.]'He did not feel
;t necessary to explain those laws which are trested at length
elsewhere but did elucidate upon that whlich was implicit or
discugsed briefly previously,

His comments on the book proper are very verbose
and unwieldy because of their length., Yet they are in-
teresting because of Abravanel!s unusual approach, He ex~
amihes each Parasheh closely, and sees questions which might
vex a reader, Tor example in Parshas P'D2RIY > gc ’
he finds fourteen — ’P d0 , He enumerates them
and answers them in detail? With these obstacles removed he
can continue with his interpretation and comment on verses
end words., In this manner he discusses every obstacle which

confronts him, Endeavoring first to discover the ountstanding

1) Introduction to the book of Deut,- pane Ik ..
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difficulties, he lists them; then follows a discussion and
explanation of each, Many times in an effort to explain one
thing, he simplifies and breaks the subject down so complete-
ly that the reader is lost in = labyrinthian mage, TFor ex-

ample, in commenting upon the Shema in Deuterononmy 6:Y% is

"

indicative of- his exegesis, He writes: # 28  wpe
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Pirst he accociates the Shema with the Ten Commane
ments; then he points out that in the verses of the
Shema there are embodied five important principles which
require explanation. He ciltes one, which is unity, then
points out that there are two kinds of unity, Before long
he is lost in a philosophic discussion and he spends two
vages In discussing various aspects of the problem, Be it
femembered, however, that the sum of his conclusions is by
no means to be laughed at, His difficulty was one of
expression, Hs could not express himself with the lucid-
ness of a Rashi; nor could he be as conclse as the French
Jewish commentator., But his views are sound and intelligent,
And for his day, his historical approach, as we shall see
soon, was something new and a distinct contribution,

It was most evident in his commentary on the l°'£‘e}

?']Qkﬂy, the earlier prophets which was written in Toledo short-

ly after his flight from Lisbon, Here is clearly evidenced
his political insight, Seeking to describe the political
intrigues and events in Palestine of the biblical veriod, his

experience as minister and identification with woldly affairs




and foreign lenguages and literature, helped him considerably,

Previous to him, exegetes had done little work on the early
provhets and the life of Ierael when it first settled in Coanaan,
Hig was one of the first adequate treatments of that veriod,
In spite of his keen perception of the life of his people and.
his knowledge of philosovhy he nevertheless, maintained in
higs Perush s strong conservative point of wview, He was ga
fundamentalist in his outlook when the subject was the Bible
and he would not countenance any dimunition or addition of
it as advocsted Dy some Jewish'philosophersm He excoristed
Apikorsus and his feeling was that the Spanish Jews suffered
the Inquisition and the Exodus because of this very failing,
Abrevanells commentary on the Book of Joghua is most
intersceting because of the suto~blographical matter con-
tained in the introductioé{ Following this, he launches into
a discussion of the book proper, His desire, at the outset,
is to point out why the Holy Books are divided into three
classes; namely, Toreh, Nebiim, and Kesuvim. The rabbie
made this distinction to indicate the verfection of g
certain section, The first section was called Tor&h, to dig-

tinguish the hook of the teaching of God from the other holy

1) See autobiographical refs., on previous pages




books, beceuse of its noble category, It contsined ' ‘ ;

.Al'ﬂS;'P _AIL?W as distingulshed from the other books, The

next book is called Nebiim, not to distinguish it from the |
o - book of the Torah, for the latter is in a class by itself |
' by virtue of ity being Torah, but to show its high categorj 5

a8 distinguished from the Kesuvim, so that all would know

that its (Nebiim) suthors were prophets and that those who wrote
the Kesubim were not, but only individuals who spoke through
SRt the Holy Spirit,

Then Abravanel trents the Christian division of

Scriptures into four sections.]_The first wea aslled
“2(A , the Legal Section, the Torsh or the five Books of

Moses: the second was ""D190 | the Historical Section,

the Books of Joshul, Ruth, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Daniel,

Ezra, Bether; the third, "flé/ » the Prophetical Section,

consisting of Isaish, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Hzekiel, the

twelve minor prophets (Hosen, etc,), end of book of Daniel,

Psalms; the last, 49 v, consisting of wisdom

literatures; the Books of Job, Proverbs, Hcclesiastics, snd the

Songg of Songs,

1) Introduction to JoshFam-wm P'Djy”"’ NI pj/v/rl S
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Another three fold classificetion of Scriptures

is described by the exegete., This one is in reference to
the time of writing, In the first division is agein the
Topah, ~ thosge books written before Israel was in
Palestine: the second containe the group of books written
while the Jews were in Palestine beforé the exile and the
destruction of the Temple,~ they are the books of Joshua,
Judees, Ruth, Ssmuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Megilloth,
Lsmentetions, Hosea, Joel, Apos, Obadigh, Johah, Micsh,
Nahum, Habbakuk, Zephanieh (these men prophesied in the days
of the kings of Judah and Israel), Psalms, Proverbs, Song
of Songs, Beclesiastes (which David and Solomon collected):
the last group ig commosed of those books collected and
written after the destruction of the Temple and the exile
of Israel,~ they are Ezekiel, Esther, Ezro, Chrongicles,
the vnrophecles of Haggail, Zechariah, Malachi,

The writing of the book of Job ig difficult to
determine, Abrevanel writes, if it were written by Moses,
s the sages believe it wag, it should be placed into the

1
first division, If Job lived in the days of the Judges,

3

1) Baba Bathra - AT 3°




1
a8 rabbi Eliezer believes, the book should be placed into

the second section, If he lived in the days of Esther, as
rabbi Joshma ben Korcha thinks’or if he were one of those
who returned from exile and he lived in Tiberiss, as rabbi
Jochanan believes, his book should be placed in the third
divisionfa

The author, af'ter the introﬁﬁctory remarks as re~
gards the division of the Seriptures, moceeds to discuss
the four books (Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings,) Four things
interest him in each book: the writer, the form’the ebthical
prinpiples, and the purpose of each book, The last point
ig examined first, A genersl statement ls made about the pur-
pose of the four books which is to teach us to use snd learn
the noble and exalted truths uttered in them, The purvose of
the book of Joshua is to describe the entrance of Israel into
the land of Canesn, how it conquered and possessed it (in
short, to fulfill the promises of God nttered in the Torah).
The remaining books purpose is to show theat, when the

Israelites were bad and sinned against God, they were defeated

1) Baba Bathra- le™ 1§/
2) Ibia




by thelr enemies but when they obeyed God they would pre-
vail over them,,1 When Abravanel comes to regard the author
of the book of Joshus he departs from the tradition that it
was written by Joshus himself, The rabbis of the Talmudie
neriod believed that he did bhut Isnac advances reasons for
not malking & similar statement, For examnle, at the con-
clusion of the book it says, Y&/ » NN/ “
Moreover it is written regarding Jua P'Jako"’ DN P
475 , this statement (Joshus 4;9) Y pC
P49 91" Many other discrepancies and anachronisms asre
cited which would prove that the Book of Joshua was written
- ofter his death, The same criticism is gpplied to the Book
of Samuel and,to Abravenel, it is patent that Saﬁuel didn'¢
write his book. In the incident of the ark of the covenant
in the lend of the Philistines, it is written (I Samuel 5;5),
P kD =) /Id 3 | 1073’ LJ: ¥
PhD prW Y 319¢kA Vd% ﬁﬁaw v (1d¥ NA
The phrase"unto this day," shows that it was written
‘after the actual incident., Another example i that of Sauls!
experience with Semuel ( I Samuel 939) 3 5f e e g’f Loj’
A ko fvay ka9 P19 biﬁT ' 2 Jer?
All this would seem to show that the book of Samuel

was written ot a time when the seer was no longer alive,

1) Abravanel raises this question- since Samuel was

also o judge, why was not this book included in the

book of Judges, A separate book of Samuel,declares

the author, as a token of Samuel's greatness,




Abravanel!'s conclusgion, although unsupworted by proif,

is that Samuel wrote the books of Joshua end Judges, for
it never says (as it says in the Torah, that Moses wrote
it), that Joshue wrote the book of Joshua, As for the
book of Samuel, Apravanel believes that some statements
of David were undoubtedly written by Samuel and others
were written by Nathan and Gad: that is, Samuel began his
"hook but it was completed by the two last named prophets,
Bach man wrote sbout what took place in his day, Then
Joeremigh collected the writings of these men and edited
the books, adding wherever he thought it was necessery L
He may even have edited the book of Joshua.

These four books are written in the same manner as
the prophetic literature, The reasons given are,-~ because
Samuel and Jeremish were prophets, the writers were com-
manded by God to write these books; God revealed things
to them which were only revesled to prophets; The ethical

utterances are embodled, more or less, in the purpose of

1) Introduction to the book of Joshua N5 Nt
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the books, and involve, of course, faithfulness to God
and sadherence to his commsnds,

The introduction to the book of Judges deals with
the differences between judgeship and kingship., Before
the commentary proper, Apravenel divides the book into
twelve verts; the battles of esch tribe after the death
of Joshme: a general description of how Isreel forsook

God. on numerous occasions and the punishment which

followed; the provhecy of Deborah and the war of Barak
with Sissers and salvation through God and Song of
Deborah; activities of Gideon before hisg battles, the
ﬁars of Gideon with the Midisnites; the activities of
the éons of Gideon;r Jephthah and the Amonitests wvision :‘
of Manosch; battles of Semson; incident of Micah and the ;
Levite; story of the concubine at Gibah and what Israel ‘
did to the men of Ysbesh Gilead. There follows a number

of questions and before each new chapter Abravanel raises

problems which are answered in the course of the commentary

upon the chapter,




The introduction to the bhook of Samuel contains no
biograbhiCal material but is devoted to the subject ex=
clusively. Since Abravanel hes declared that Ssmuel did
not write the entire book of Samuel, he must now answer
a doubt or question which might arize in the minds of his
reader, = why the book is called by his name. Moreover, a
deed 1s usually accredited to the person who completes a
task, Moses brought the bones of Joseph out of Begypt, but
the credit for the work goee to the children of Isrsel who
actuslly completed the task, According to this reasoning,
Nathan or Ged, who completed Samuel shovld have their names
on the book, lBut there were two ressons which operated in
favor of calling this book Samuel, The events and sctivities
all bear the imprint of Samuell!s thinking snd. power (Seul
end. David anointed through him), It would have heen fitting,
true, to incorporste the stories of Eli and Samuel, in the
pbolg of Judges and those of Seml and David, in the book of

Kings, Although the kingshin of David is the ultimate concern

1) Introduction to the book of Samuel- I,A, quotes
Jerome's organization of the Bible , in which the
book of Samuel is included in the book of Kings.



of Semuel, the hook ig named after the latter because of

his holiness and consecration (story of Hennah) and be-
1 _ i

cause he prepared the way for David. Furthermore, a I

book ig usually aceredited to the teacher or father, and

not to the son or disciple,~ gnd since David stood in

relation to Samuel as a son to a father, the hook bears

the same of the seer ( J}CINQ_ NP AR ,—9@ J:D

)m’) Ly 33/ akp kb adn s

139 S:'Y hawn (5 k/,") Ql/\/[j)-‘,’) k,..;)
v ?% 790D kﬂ?b ey DD rqﬂ oe .

Another question 1g brought forward, "Why is it

q that Samuel did not recount all of the acts of David:

why did he omit some, (e,g. D N T EY S T P-Y))

Q; Ak 99 s the song of David, the words spoken by Devid

ﬁi ; ‘ unto Solomon, the Levites end thelr duties, the or-

| ganization of the army, the treasury, agricultural

legislation, pastoral 1life, the building of the Temple),
This problem provokes anofher. Why does Ezra

the Scribe (whom Abravsnel credits with writing the book)

repeat in the book of Chronicles what had already been

1) In the introduction to Samuel, Abravanel discusses
the difference between Samuel and David, To his
- . mind, Samuel was pgreater because h?-reached the . [
- heights of prophecy 0 kidfd  Aé3v) but Devid only
o merited 23pd  p> shws .7 This is an interesting
sidelight on the exegete's evaluation of Biblical
figures and his religiosity,
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sald in the book of Samuel? And why does he omit some
things mentioned in Semuel if he does repeat some, Tor
example, there is no citation of the Jews in Egypt or
in the Wildernessffthe works of Mosesyeven though Hzra
began with the generations of Adam: nor is there any
mention of the books of Joglhua and Judges. Also omitted
are the story of ¥li, the priest, Samuel, the Seer,
Goliath, Bathsheba, and Uriah, Amnon, and Temer, the : :
famine in the days of David, rule of Jeroboam, and other
Kings, There must have been a reason for Ezra's
Qeliberate omlssion of these cvents sand individusls,
Abravenel snswers the first question in the followw
ing manner. The book was interested in the deeds of
David only =s they were related to the purpose of teach-
€ the worship of God.l It was interested in his sins,
his punishments, his wrath, but not in those acte which
did not come within the realm of religion, The story of

the return of the Ark is relptad beceanse it describes

’ 1) Introduction to the book o Samuel - 'wr’cl

s PINILHRD reyn 413 y]f m.nﬁ (:» D 4D c';) Ne
7’).9-.1\1 lc;> ..J\a/m! :mv):’ A Eﬂf
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David's perfection and saintliness, Therefore, the
ineident of the Levites end their song is not mention-
ed. because they do not testify to David's perfection,
The manner of building the Temple is not written in order
to ecredit the building to Solomon sgince God wished it to
be built by himl( I Samel VII Lla mvfe, J:r Invlel
’/V&S‘J\’R »U,B' Ve

The answer to the second question followg, In the
preface tQ the book of Joshusp, Abravanel tells us that the
books which follow the Torah were written by prophets in-
gspired by the word of God, They included certain things
and omitted others for a purpose, Xzra had no such divine
command to write the book of Chronicles, Hence, he wrote
a great many detzils of the reign of David but the book of
Samuel is didectic in purvose, ~ endeavouring to teach the
people the knowledge fnd feor of God ‘DD DI H90)

N3 ?ak Ja an 7ﬁ e fgﬁnl hHo a5

D ANkI1 ,  Many historical events are left untold by

_ Bzrs bedeuse he was interested in leading up to the growth

of the Davidic dynasty; in discussing ite past, its precent,

1) The rabbis said that the Temple was sald to have
been built by Solomon, because it was known that it
was destined to be destroyed snd God did not want other
nations to say it was destroyed because it was built
out of the money realized from the plunder and robbery
of David. This, however, is a weak argument, Abravanel
rightly observes,
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and its future, That which was unrelated to this pur
vost was intentionally overlooked, Hzra salso described
Davidls perfection and nobility, but not his sins and

wrong doings because the latter did not fit into the

picture he wighed torportray - PIINID ) /g’/
G pw
vgv ko kE 1T skes 1e¥/ !
st 3 JJ IV pasal

Similarly those stories disregarded in Chronicles
had to be, because they did not lead up to Davidls great-
ness,

The introduction to the book of Kings 1s again
autobiogravhical in character,l Following the personal
n%rfatives, the author beging a study of the Kings of the
Jews and concludes ten things regarding them, All the
Kings after Jeroboam were idolaters and false worshippers
of God;2 the Kings of Judah were superior to the Kings of

Izrael, becsuse they were lineal descendants from the stem

of Jesse, while the Kings of Igrael were recruited from

-

any tribe, In addition, the Kings of Isrsel were not

onointed while those of Judsh were. The third fact is the

' righteousness of the Kings and their wickedness, The Kings

1) See biography in part I
2) Introduction to the book of Kings - »42A sak

AY AT D ploe  pprIGOR
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of Judah were both good and bsd hut those of lsrael were

all bad.l There were nineteen Kings i Judah and Israel
after the division of the kingdom, This conclusion is
strange for Abravenel,~ that each ¥kingdom should have bad
the ssme number of kings. Yet the kings of Judah ruled

one hundred and fifty-two yeers longer than the Kings of
Israel, This was no aceidént, nor inexplicable, declares
the exegete, This was the word of God, It showed thet fear

of God meant long life, He writes: '7/0 6R v N P ki

e P'qagjwﬁ 5292, k.?ﬁAA‘ P I;> PHJJ:;a

Mm‘ J\lay/v;a Y ~ele NG 1RLID P'r le

A Y ' i N 1010k

Ankie NP 7 'Fajg P> P I
A 19 1nolmw PN 31k [m
A7)

(}_,, 5% praad) r/cwzn PA
The exiles sustained by Judah and lasrasel were seven,
The first one was carried out by Pul, King of Agsyria; then
coame the exile of Tiglath Pilesser, followed by Shalmaneser,
Sennacherib, Nebuchednezzsr (twice), snd the last took place
when Gedalish was governor, Ishmael ben Nathaniash slew the

" appointed head of the Jews and exiled some people to Amon,

1) Introduction to the book of Kings - .;_.f; Qﬂ/c

rfcw,’ WYs Glnar 1EGH JTadD ’(rs pio e
pank p'/wr/; 13A%/




Another exile took place in the days of the second Temple,
According to Abravenel, this Temple lasted for four hundred ‘ﬁ

and twenty years, Then Vespasian and Titus, his son, besieged

and destroyed Jerusalem, and exiled msny Jews to Rome.J‘They
were later exiled by Hadrian to ( '~ 9 ole ) Svein, There
were two other exiles, meking s total of ten, Abravanel then
describes the nature of the exiles, and the similarities be-
tween Judsh snd Tarael, The difference in the exiles is aleo
clted e.g, Israel was sent to the river Chebar and not fudah;
Iarael was sent far away but Judah was sent to Babylonia, to
Egypt, to Amonj Israel was exiled one hundred and thirty-

four yeors before Judah; Judah returned from its exiles buf
not Israel, The ninth matter deals with the men who prophesied
during the reigns of the Kings of Israel and Judah, Abravenel o

found there were more prophets in Judah than in Israel and he

comes to the conclusion that this obtained since the men in
Judah had Jérusalém as a fount of inspiration. ‘The last treats
of the appearance of the Messiah; when lsrael will be gathered
together and returned to their land, and a King ( of the seed

of Jesse) will rule over them, To substantiete this, he quotes

P
1) Introduction tothe book of Kings oif ko9 oo »ly
S AR janey PJZlﬁ‘ YR a1 0P 5

'wlwf y&we' Nk 1 i/




from Ezekiels (?‘3 a3 plk 'ldf pn 1k wn'ewl
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This was not merely a perfunctory statement of a genersl
way of concluding a subject, This was a pious wish of
Abravenel and a number of his WO?ks, as we shall soon observe,
were devoted to the Messiah, the literature written sbout him
aﬁd‘what the author himself thought of the possibilities of
hig apoearance,

This introductlion ends with a calendar of the Xings of

Israel and Judah, the manner of succession to the throne, the

length of their rule, and the priests who officlated in their
times,

There is a second introduction to the book of Kings,
Here 1g mentioned the fact that the information for these

two hooks was gleaned from the Chronicles of the Kings of

Lsrael and Judah, The reasons for the prophet's (Jeremisah)




writing the book at all, was as follows: Jeremiah wanted

a book free from the wninecessary impedimentis which were
conbained in these Chronicles, He wes not interested in

details except ss they described the reign of the Kings in

so far as they were related to goodness and wickedness.
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THE PHILOSOPHIC ACTIVITY OF ABRAVANEL

Although we cannot say that Isasc Abravenel was an original
thinker, a profound pbilosopher or that he introduced anything
new, we must, however, admit thst his thinking did exert.a‘wide
influence in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, As we have
intimated previously, he believed completely‘in the Torah snd woukd
not admit any 1i5era1 interpretation of it, One of his best phil-
osovhical worke was Preeh PInNEL s In this Dbook,
he endeavours to point out that the world was ereated ex nihilo,
The cquestion as to whether the world was created or not, was de-
bated constantly by the vhilosophers of the Middle Ages, With
Aristotle as an authority, many adheresd to the Stagyrite's belief
in the eternity of the world, For Abravanel, this would leed to
all sorte of metaphysical problems; so he rejects it and clings
to the biblical intervretation of P dird Nl A
with the implication thst God wes the creator,

Another work which shall be treated more fully is indlce~
tive of Abravenells philésophy 1s U/V/C' e /C7 . Here
he takes‘issue with the libersl philosophers (especially Maimonides)
and pointe out where they erred, The book consists of twenty-four
chapters and deals with what Abravanel regards ss the cardinal

prineiples of religion, But first are enumerated the fundamental

“doctrines and principles of Maimonides. Then follow the views of

other philosophers,

Next page for quotétion




1) Rosh Amane - Chepter I ~-- The existence of a creator
who is a perfect essence in all asgnects, the cause of all
existences and their continuing existence; His oneness, is

not unity of a general kind, nor g compound unity capable

of being divided, nor a simple unity which may be susceptible

t0 infinite division; Leck of corporeslity, the Delty is no

body or force wi%hin o body and has no attributes of body as
motion, rest etec., either in essence or in accident; God.is

the Firet truth; CGod only to be worshipped by man and there

is no mediator between God and man; Prophecy, every person

. should understend that man possesses many qualities and
potentialities,kso that his sgoul can be purified to such a

degree that he becomes suscentible to the most abstract intel-
ligence and the human intellect caen be joined with the active
intellect, by which exercise he attaing an exalted quality of
discrimination and venetration; Prophecy of Moses -~ we should
believe he was the father of all prophets, of those who preceded
and followed him (Moses'vrophetic power, says Abravenel, was dis-
tinguished from the other propvhets in four ways; they were in-
spired by intermediaries; Moses was inspired directly by God,

as it is written - 1D Rak P ke 9 . They

They provhesied only in dresoms, in visions when corporenl sensation
3 <




was suspended but Moses received the word of God during the
day as he stood between the two Cherubim as God promised hin
PC 4( hr ?U/ . The prophets were overawed by
thelr vision; their bodies trembled and shook so that some-
times they allnést died, As Danlel wrote ‘A ‘)/CZJ (:[/

,pqv ) jk/ id/ J"hQ,Nf 'yr Za;\)j g1 hD

Not so Moses, He never trembled becsmge his intellect was
closely connected with the universal intellect, The prophets
d4id not receive divine messsges whenever they wanted them but
only when God desired to communlcate through them, Moses, how-
over, could proohesy whenever he wished, as it is written,

( - » a‘)l?’ AN » v /VQ,fc/ janY ); The
Torah is divine, everyone should believe that the Law waz given
to Moses by God; that ig, that the entire Torah was given %o
him snd he wrote it down; the pewmanence of the Blble~- the Law
in our possession 1s the Law of Moses and no other Torsh will be
given to man; God knows all the acts of wan; God rewards those
who ohserve his commandments and punished those who neglect and
trespass them; The coming of the Messish -- we must believe in
it olthough it is improper %o fix a date for his coming or attempt

to explain biblical passages for this purpose, The rabbis wrote

"?IT | 1a @ pN ge, },v?n' N AN » whoever

. oo e




doubts the‘Messiah denies the Law which tecstifies to his

coming; Ressurection -- if 2 man believes these things he
belongs to the community of Israel; if not, he excludes

himself from the community,




Crescas stated in contradistinction to Maimonides that

there were fundamental doctrines for Revealed Religlons; these
are, the existencc of the deity, (which contains two other
doctrines; namely the unity of God and lack of corporeality

in God.)l'The Revealed dogmas are, =~ the emnisclence of God,
His Providence, Omnipotence, Prophecy, Moral Freedom of man,
Object of existence, Next come the principles we helieve mud
whoever denles them is a /'/V s They sre the
crestion of the world by God? immortality of the soul, reward
and punishment, resurrection, eternity of the Law, highest de-
gree of prophecy in Moses, Urim snd Tumim rendered divine
gnéssages, the coming of the Messish, There are fundemental
1truthswhich are based upon particular commandments, which cone
sist of prayer; repentance, Rosh Hashonah and the four seasons
of the year, CQOrescas cltes twenty abiributes, Albo reduces
‘them to three in his Ikkorim; these comprise, existence of the

deity (ineluding unity and spirituality), the Low revealed by

God including a belief in provhecy =and the superiority of Moses'

and the doctrine of reward and punishment which includes God's

ST

1) Rosh Amsna- Chapter 2




omniscience, providence, the Messiah and resurrection,

In the third chepter of Rosh Amsna, Abravanel re-
peats the criticism of Maimonides fundamentzl prineciples
by Albo and Crescas 2and sleo cites his own, Abravanel de-
clares that the fifth principle of worshipping God is not
fundaonentsl but a particular commsnd: the Messish too,
is not essential, He tekes Maimonldes to task for failing
to mention certsin principles like Delief in mirscles, the
revelation on Mount Sinai, morsl liberty, immortality of

1
the soul, ete, Then too, he wishes %0 know why the suthor

_of the Moreh stopped at thirteen attributes. Surely, he

anve, not because of the Arpa QT Y I.Q/ °
- Later Abravenel describes hisg study of Y ap» 2D
2
and the ¥ YN fquﬂﬁ » He finds in perusing these

works thet there is a lack of consistency on Maimonides part;
that is, in the TIND, 790 he breaks up the
fundamental principles end in the first chapter he (Maimonides)
declares there are only three, In snother chapter he mentions
three more, Finally a later chapter reveals gtill one mbre

doctrine or seven in all, How then, can we correlate these

1) Seventeen objections are listed containing not
only Abravanel's criticism,but also Crescas' and
Albo's

2) Rosh Amana, Chapter 5




wlth the thirteen cardingl principles. The same eriticism

is given to the Mishneh Torah, Seversl doctrines are omitted
here like love of (od, fear of Him, etc, But most nointed of
Abravenells criticism is his remork that Maimonides lacked
religlosity, He began with the Sefer Hamada by uttering the
first doetrine as the "principle of 211 principles", when he
should have said there is no such thing as principle of
principles, The whole Torah was given by God, everything in
it is fundamental and we cen not say some things are more
important and others are not importent. Another criticism

ias the proof of Maimonides for resurrection, The latter Obw
tained his from the Mishneh, To this Abravanel objects be-
cause the same doctrine is embodied in the Torah,

Although Abravanel criticised others for their theories
about God we do not have sny particular series of agftyments of
proofs for the attributes of God by the suthor himself, Hig
commentary on Maimonides! Moreh,I, is composed of only six
chapters in which he expresses his agreement with the opinion

1
of Maimonides and defends the latter sgainst Crescas‘objections,

1) Guttmann- Lehren d., Isask Abravanel-Chapter 3, poges
48-50, discusses the argument

}
i
1
i
i
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His argument is that no human being can penetrate to the
being of God for He can only be known by his effects, When

Moses says "God, show me your ways", it meant that he wished

to comprehend God, through his actions, The phrase, God's
exigtence, for Abravanel as it was for Malmonides, was rot an
amphibolic, but a homonymic designation, Moreover, we can-
not apply attributes ( in the sense of gqualities), to the
Deity beceause these would imply plurality. But the concept
of the ten Sefiroth does not ghow anything but the actions or
effect of Godls work and do not cupply us with =n insight into
his being, The difference between the various spheres do not
‘ necessarily mean plurelity in God, for they are dissolved in

hisg being where they become an absolute unity (not a unit in

the sense of number for God is beyond number),

Abravenell's remarks about devine providence are
interesting, They also proceed along Maimonided inter-
pretation of the saﬁe $ﬁbjectn It is bound up with the asw
- trological and philosophical thinking of his day, Gutmann
writes, " Es ist eine alte, alleeitig snerkannte Wahi ‘heit,
dass die Schicksale der Vdlker von den CGesternen bestimmt
werden und dass jedes Volk unter der Leitung eines bestimmten

sternes stehe,”l The fate of every people, as well as the fate

1) Guttmann- page 51
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of every individual 1s determined by the course of the stars,
Thelir movements canse the elements to combine and take form,

The differences between people have their hasis in the heavenly
constellations, Man, says Abravanel, is divided into two parts;
namely, the sensual world of corporeality and the intelligible
worlifspirituality, In hils corporeality he stands like the dumb
enimal vnder the influence of the stars, But in his gpirituality
he is subjected to the influence of the spirilts of the gpheres
or to the separate intelligences. Since Israel is excellent
both in body and soul, he stands directly under the hand of God,

without the medistion of the spheres,~ "Das isrselitische Volk,

dnrch kbiperliche und seelische Vollksommenheit besonders

augsgezeichnet, untersteht, ojme Vermittlung einer Himmelssphire

oder eines Spharengeistes der unmittelbarené-thrung Gottes,

In each one of the three gpheres there is a particulsr nortion

-which is capable of recelving Providence, Among the three spvheres

is the uppermost one which emanated directly from God and which

- was directly moved by God, And Israel is like the uppermost

intelligence or sphere among the nations, As Abravenel writes in

1) Guttmenn- pege 52- In needs of the body, mankind as
a whole depends upon the stars; in needs of the spirit,

mankind depends upon the leadership of the intelligences,

Biblical verses in proof- Deut, 4:19; Bxodus 12:12
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Indeed Isrsel is subjected to the will of God withe
out any restriction even as it was at Sinal when the entire
nation, even though it was unprenared, received the revelation
from God, The connection of a human heing with God is possible
only when an individual gas rigen to the splendor of the first
gphere or intelligence.

And just as the ultimate purpose of man as a rational
being differs from that of man as a creature of nature, in the
same way, the ultimate purpose of a Jew as a Jew differs from
his purpose as a human being, Beceuse of this point of view,
the Torph does not offer a speculative philosophy, for happi-
ness is not achieved by logical deductions, nor is a higher

stage in the human intellect achieved by logical deductions

but by belief, by godly deeds $— Z > and by the

medistion of the teachings of the Torsh, This point of view

differs sharply from thet of the philosorhy of Averroes, The

1) Guttmann, page 56~ This, too,is part of Moimonides
argument regarding Providence,
2) Guttmann, page 55
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latter declared thabt hapviness is only possible through
philosovhical study. Continuing the argument for the

hypostization of men, the statement is made that earthly

goods are only given by Providence to man so that he may
attoin greater spirltusl perfection, A place that is
eapecially fit for Providence is the Holy Land, Those who
live therg are fortunate because they are connected directly
with God, Nevertheless, providence watches and will watch
Igrael forever.

From Providence we come to God's prescience and free

will, All these matters, naturelly, are bound up with

%heodicy, God is perfect; allverfect things snd the know-
ledge of all things is united in him, The misfortune which
comes upon man and does not seem to fit into his conception of
Justice and God's knowledgé of all things has it origin in man's
lack of will and deed, There is a difference between the wisdom
of the suthor of things and the wisdom of man., This argument,
of course, ls no argument at »ll, but en evesion, In sum, it

means that man can never nchieve the intelligence to understand

1) Abravanel is in sccords at this point, with Halevy-
vide Kusari II 8-18
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the pain or woe which comes upon him, Man can only know
things through sensual perception but God's knowledge is
different, Though Be is g spiritusl being, He knows all
material things, His knowledge does not depend unon existing
matter nor can it learn anything through it, It is impossible
to answer the question of how man obtains free will if God
knows everything, becsuse we can never ssy anything definite
ahout God's knowledge, For the teaching of God's existence
and God's unity, are axioms which are not to be doubted, A
loop hole is provided by Isaac Abravanel, following the
teaching of the Moreh; +thaet although there is an sbsolute
knowledge of God of sll things, —--- there still remaing an
element of poseibility or potentiality.l

The matter of freedom of the will is restricted even
further, Oply rational beings have the right to freedom of
the will, JFreedom of the will and the realm of the possible
allow themselves two aspects; namely,.the rrinciples of
good and evil, Even though the stars disvose men to re-
celve certein impressions, he is not completely determined
by them. He has the possibility, through reason, to counter-

act these dispositions and to choose freely, Scriptures

1) I.A.'s comment upon Psalm 139~ 1ka¢ P /_s/l
Jiss alsne kin  A0D (1IXD 305 Pa nk'e
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teaches freedom of the will (viz, Dt. 30;15,19), Only re-
ward and punishment are predestined by God., Guttmenn writes,
" Wes von Gott vorherbestimmt ist, das sind die Folgen des
Menschlichen Handlungen, der liohn und die Btrafe, die durch
sie herbeigefiihrt werden und die sich, -es sei denn durch Reue
und Busse, der Rinwirkung des Menschen entziehen}

Abrgvanelts work Myfalot Adonoy deals with the
problem of the temporality of the created world, Maimonides
had written hefore him that God was eternal, and if the world
were the same, then what would be God's position? He would
not have any influence and we could not believe the mirscles
\of which Scriptures informs ug; nor in reward and punishment
which presuppose God!s vower over nature, Therefore the temn-
orality (generation and decay) of nature is one of the funda-
mental doctrines of Judaism, Plato's concept of matter ex—
igsting before creation is rejected, This for Maimonides would
have constituted two first causes, So téo Abravanel, Then to

uphold his statement of temporality, the latter resvrbte to

tradition. God crested the world through free will, This means

1) Guttmann, page 69
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,{,.V that creation was done with consciousness and that an effect

that ensues from free will, can bring ebout two contrasting

things, (It can cause fire to burn and to cool,) God is not

only the creator of the world, but also He who upholdg 1it.

The world was created ex nihilo, After a time which will be

set by God, it will agsein return to.ndéthingness, The ulti-

pooo T ' mate purrose of the world is God. The strongest proof for
the temporality of the world, according to Abravanel, comes
from Johannes Grammaticus, a proof which is based upon

1
Aristotles! teaching of the finality of things,

Within the mechanism of nature, there is necessary at

" times, radicél change or miracle. Miracles and prophecy cre
not cansed by intelligence but by God. Godls will causes good
and therefore miracles do not cause a change in his will or
being, Provhecy ig a direct revelation from God, Sometimes
it touches resason in a clear msnner: sometimes it reveals it-
self to the imagination but in a quality different from the
revelation, which the philosopher experiences, Provhecy is
independent from the brain or other mental qualities, It has

nothing to do with dreams because it 1s divine inspiration,

1) Guttmann, Chapter 7~ pp 69-82




Wisdom does not make a prophet but purity of morals. More-
over prophecy is not determined by age or weakness, There
are four aspects to prophecy;- Where God enlightens onels
reason as He did with Moses; when God gives pictures unto the
imagination of the prophet; inspired reason snd imegination,
and ingviration of the senses,

For Abravanel, as for many'philosophers beforg him the
rational soul was a spiritusl thing spsrt from the materisl
soul, Nvery human soul existed before the creation of the
body, being created like the other independent beings, the
intelligences. It is to be connected from ite inecipiency with
something like air, God created a certain number of soulé,
corresponding to the number of human beings, Through divine
reason which is potential in the soul, man comesg to recognize
God,

Following the death of the body, every soul lives its
individual life with God. but its immortality depends on the
observence of Torah and P Ay ¢ PreYy 2 .
Happiness in the world to come depends on complete recognition
of God. Punishment does not mean there willlbe no immortality,

Abravanel believes in resurrection and states that itg

1) Guttmann, page«92, bosed upon T.A,'s commentary
on Deut, 34:1 (Mayene HaYeshuah IIT 3)
2) Rosh Amana- cap, 21 S, 28 D,




purpose is to give messianic haprinese to Israel and to
convince the other people and religions that they erred
not to acknowledge Israslis belief and Israel's God}>The
regeneration will be directly after the coming of the
Messiah, For Abravanel, messianism was the ending of the
history of the world, All men would become as Adam be-
fore he fell into temptation, He thought that the Messiah

was born already and that he would soon apnear,

1) Abravanel's commcntaxy on Isaiah,Chapter 2 - PE
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ABRAVANEL'S APOLOGETICS

From the religious philosophy of Isasc Abravanel, we
pass to his writings about the Messiah and the coming of
the Messianic veriod, Although his exegeticel activity
indicates his deep religious spirit and hie firm belief in
a member of the family‘of Jesse coming to sct as the redeemer,
there is little organized writing by Igaac about this subject
until he completed hie commentary upon the hook of Dgniel,
The introduction to this work is in rhymed prose and is written

in an elaborste and flowery style, There follows o depiction

‘of the trials and tribulations of his people and their com-

plete faith in God. Since the Jews sre in the depths of
despair because of their many exiles and opvressions, he has
undertaken to write this book to encoursge and hearten the
Weary.l It was called PYIU D :}’YVV « The
commentary proper is preceded by a descriptién of the book,
It 1e divided into three varts; the first containe the
divisions (by subject); the next, its meaning and the last,

deals with the lasngusge of the book, There were ten divisions,

1) Mayene HaYeshuah~- Intpeduction- »/A» LAk WnI3h
VNS Y e k3 D A '/'wv/ » 4P
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namely, how Daniel, Hananiah, Micheel, and Azsrigh came to
Babylon, when they came, who hrought them and their descent:
the narration of the first dream of Negbuchednezzer, whet his
interpreters sald, the coming of Daniel, and hic interpreta:
tion through divine kmowledge; a descrintion of the golden
image which Nebuchednezzar set up and how Hannich, Michael,
and Azarish refused to bow down to it, their subsequent BX=
verience in the fiery furnace and redemption by God; the
second dreaem of Nebuchednezzar and its interpretation by
Danlel; the subject of Belshazzar end the writing on the
Wall as interpreted by Daniel: the rule of Darius and

Daniel's status in his court, how he was cast into the 1ion“s‘

den and his salvation; the dream of Daniel regerding the beasts:

the vision of Danlel in the third year of Balshazzar's reign
and what Gabriel, the angel, said; the prayer of Daniel snd
finally, the vision of Daniel by the river Hidékel and what
he envissaged,

In the second part of the book Abravanel informs us
that he is not going to describe the rule of the kings of

————

Persia and Babylon; nor delineate any historicsl events, The
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latter are more sdequately treated in a book like Chronicles,

To the suthor's mind, the book of Daniel wag written to indi-
cate the subject's great wisdom and saintliness, to demon-
strate that which was to befall Israel; the troubles, the ex-
iles, the redemptiong, »nd salvationsP_ Danielts was o message
of hope, lending courage to a hapless, despairing people, This
is the same aporoach practised by the other prophets,

The last section analyzes the langusge of the book,
Abravanel wishes to determine the resson for the use of both
Aremaic and Hebrew, He conclﬁdes that those words of Daniel,
addressed to the Jewish people, were written in Hebrew while
those employed in conversation with the Chaldesns were spoken
in Aramaic.

In the conclusion of the book, Abresvanel traces the
many vrophecies of Deniel (70), and attempts to point out
how they were substantisted by the passage of time 8,2, Darius
and his conquest, Alexander the Great, rise of Rome, Jesus,
spread of Christianity, the Crusades, Sixty of the provhecies

")

have been fulfilled and of the remaining ten, Abravanel writesu

(3 kb Jn')/cyﬂ PhIle D N ey [)QQ,
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The redemption is yet to come but come it surely will:
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Two other books, epologetic in nature, were written
by Abravanel., They are hen _Aryi! and V'NEN
YYIQ! , The former deals with the remarks of the Talmud
end the Midrash, regarding the.Messiah. Here too, the author
deﬁcribeé the languor snd sorrow which has overtaken Isramel
and how the Jews desvair of succor, Declaring that he has
undertaken the tﬁsk of finding on answer to his people's prob-
lem, Abravanel searches through Jewish literature for a hope-
ful answer, The Tolmud end Midrash are filled with answers asg
well as the Pirke d'Rabbi Eliezer, He searches through these
to find the DwIeNn» /Nd . The con-
clusions reached in Perek Helek and other places,the suthor
rejects, The writers who made those studies believed that the
Messiah had slready come, but that our sncestors had not re-
cognised him, Abravenells rejoinder is quite weak, If thaet is

80, he declares why are we still dwelling in exile and waiting

1) Mayene HaYeshuah, page 60 d
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for him, However, this remark is only another indicetion
and nroof of his devoutness and. faith, He also states that
his feeling is that the Messiah will be s man, ag the orovhetg
taught,
| In the book proper, Abravanel discusses the great figures
of the Bible, how God spveared to them, snd what the signifi-
cance of that appecrance was, 6,8.,, the iﬁcident of /'A
P!'2HhA" ls mentioned to describe the emergence of
four great kingdoms,- their dominion and, d_.ecline,l He discusses

e

Rabbi Eliezer's statement: P DOA fe D .a/“'? D Jern

’QQ(C‘[ } Q-rv .J\l'.)fN ’YA')/C g IDNAN )lA

The reason for gshowing these pictures, it is declared,

is not for the sske of redemption, but to test Abrshem, and

to observe how he would accept the enslavement of his people,
Further on, Abravanel gives ten proofs for the coming

of the Messish and substontiates them by Biblicel verses, ©
In the last work, PYIR  TYinvery » he considers \

all of the'passages which consider the Mgssiah., To them he f

attaches his own opinion and comment, together with g sharp

criticism of Christian interpretation of those vassages, ItS: ’

1) Yeshuos Meshicho, page ©
2) Ibid- papges 26 a,b,




scope is to illustrate the oracles of the éeventeen prophets,
which speak of the future redemption of the Jews, These can-
not be understood in the spiritusl sense as is usually inter~
preteds This 1s considered o eplendid compéndium of the
medieval Jewish attitude toward the Messiah, as opposed to

the Christisn stsndpoint,
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ABRAVANEL'S WORKS
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EVALUTATION

It has been intimated upon several ocecasions in the
preceding pages that Abravenel was primarily o statesman
and it is the writers feeling that this may have been
stressed too strongly, In spite of his political
activity, Abravanel alwaye retained hig interest in his
veople and their fate, It is this which promptéd him to
choose the rocky, thornustrqwn path of exile, For he
realized the futility of doing otherwise, He only re-

tired from active mublic 1ife when he was forced to,

" Political activity always attrected him and he was will-

ing to forego his literary interest as soon ae he wag selk-

eds This is clearly evidenced by his work in Spain, Neples,
and Venice., He must have beén an U?Faual minister for whers-
ever he Wenﬁ, hig fame preceded him, His personglity, too,
must have been magnetic, for his friendshipls; aMong non=Jews
was wide in Portugal, Spsin and Italy, His funeral was stiend-
ad by the hich dignitaries of the Venetian republic, Both

Jew and non Jew rendered homage to this stotesman and ¢gholsr,
B Becense of his position he amassed o large fortune in

the countries in which he hammened to be, And his use of this

money indicates how attached he was o his people, Through hig

. T - [ — ORI,

1) His perspicacious political outlook ig clearly
evidenced in his commentary on Deut, 17:14, where
he speaks of the republic as the best form of
government,




organized philanthropy, several hundred enslaved Jews were

redeemed, Together with other »rominent Jewg he helped
organize the Lisbon Jewish community for that murnose,

This rational ettitude was not a constant factor in
his thinking. Opn religious matters he drew the line., He
was Interested in exegesis and philosophy snd oftimes he
did not distinguish between the two, His exegetical method,
we have alrecdy mentioned, He was influenced hy the
scholastics iﬁ this regord, by starting with argumeﬁfs Pro
and. contrs, and concluding with the decisionsolutic, He put
questions before the explanation of a certain section of the
Bible, questions which showed the difficulties of the text
and which were later resolved by the commentator,

Abravanel is sometimes criticised for being a plag-
iarist, Thie is not exactly true, While we must admit that
he was not an original thinker, either in philosovhy or in
exegeslis, he was familisr with the literature of Arsbhic or
Apistotelian philosophy, ag well as patristic and Jewish
apologetics, Iecognized as » conservative, his Rosh Amena,

was probably read by a wide group of men who shered sentiments

1) Guttmann, psge 6




similar to hiw own, and incidentally, made Maimonides acces-
gible to these people. Although he respected the suthor of

the Moreh, he was wont to disagree with him in many resvects,
He d4id not like Maimonides! theory of creation and treats it
as an allegory, nor did he care for the Egptian Jews! inter-

pretation of prophecy. He used to condélude his lectures

about him with the words- the=se are the words of rabbi Moses
but not of our teacher Moses, For Gersonides, he also had
great respect, varticularly beceuse of his astronomical con-
tributions, but he felt that his philosophy was tangentisl to
Judaism., C(rescas too, he recognised as a remarkable thinlker,
but he defends Maimonides against him, He points out how
Crescas was indebted to Algamzali,

The former'!s work, Or Adonoy, was translated into
Hebrew by Joseph ibn Shem Tov, This translation was used by
Abravanel in a pamphlet againet Christlanity.,

Toward the Kgbbela, his attitude was somewhat re-
served, but not unsympathetic, It ie¢ easy to see how his
Messianic belief would fit in with Kgbbalistic conjectures,
His value to posterity was in the field of exegesis., Unlike

his Jewish predecessors, his studies included Christian

1) Guttmann - papge 7 ff
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interpretation of Seriptures, This opened an gvenue of
study and investigation heretofore neglected by Jewish scholars,
Moreover, 1t disposed Christizn students to be more interested
in this tyne of Jewish scholarship.:LHis commenbaries were ver-
bose, wnwieldy, and even uninteresting, but as an expositor of
the purely historical books of the Bible, of the Neliim Risghoninm
in particulsr, he stends high and with few equals, His know-
ledge of Jewish literature, religious and philogophic, and his
keen insight into political situations and crises, made his
comment on these books invaluable., Has represents the end of
a period in Sponish Jewish history. In him was found not one
distinctive force, but two., He was not only o master of ex-
egesis, a student of philosophy, and apologetics, but also a
great statesman and leader,

Although he himéelf, was not sure of his mission and
in his I¢alian exile regarded his true destiny as theologisn and
exegete, as we turn from his work and activity, we cannotﬁiﬁt
help) feel that he executed whatever he did with unusual ability,
A well rounded man, his activity as statesman and poliﬁician
never impaired the quality of his other work, nor did his inter-
est in Jewish litersture act as a hindrance to the quality of

his statesmanship., Of him it may truly be said; mele
POIA A [eNY PIINA 3de wN
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1) Christianity, os a whole, Abravanel thought, could
not be resolved with reason,
2) Berochoth 17 a
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