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PRECIS 

This essay is a search for grounds of confidence. It is 

an attempt to see what the authors of the Bible s~id man and God consi.:.,:

dered stable, that is, worthy of this confidence. No attempt, however, 

will be made to give a complete systematic account of the grounds for 

faith which appear in the Bible. The purpose of this essay is to show . . ' ' 

what grounds for confidence the authors of the Bible had in mind when 

employing fonns of the root 1amen_ to show relationships of reliability 

between God and man and between man and na.n. The primary concern is 

with the root I amen and i t!l derivatives, These derivatives are under

stood from the contexts in which they are used and not from the gram

matical forms in which they appear. For the goal is not merely to 

understand each reference thoroughly, (and hence why any particular 

form was used) but rather to see how the various references contribute 

to an overall pattern. 

The final formulation of this pattern which forms the 

Table of Contents took place only- after all the verses which contain 

derivatives of the root •amen were set in .-relief against the contexts 

in which they appear. 

The major conclusions reached about the grounds for con

fidence which the Biblical authors had in mind whEn employing deriv

atives of the root 'amen are as follows: 

1. Man I s confidence in God rests upon three gounds: 

a) God is sincere - God wants to keep His promise. 
b) God is genuine - God can keep His promise. 
c) God is comtant - God has kepts His promise. 

2. The grounds for God's confidence in man are two: i I 



a) Man must prove to God through his actions that 
God can rely on him. 

b) Man must prove to God through his actions that 
other men can rely on him • 

.3. Man 1s confidence in man., like God's confidence in man., 
rests upon man 1s relationship to God_and other men. 

a) Man must prove empirically that othet" men can trust 
him. 

b) Man must prove empirically that God is behind him. 

4. Man demands empirical evidence for putting his con
fidence in God on the ground that God has been con
stant. But he will often accept God 1s sincerity and 
ability without such evidence. 

5. Both man and God demand empirical evidence for putting 
their confidence in man on the ground that man is sin
cere., or has been sincere. But they accept without 
any evidence man 1s natural ability to be faithi'ul if 
he wants to be. 

6. Man can have confidence in himself if his actions in
spire others to have confidence in him. 
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IinRoDUCTIOH 

, To appreal.ate a performance ot a string qual'tet 1a t.o appreo:late 

tm f'rllits ot ocmt1denoe. 

Watch the r.t.rat v.l.ollniet as he starts to pla1, stopa after aev

eral·ban, and then, p-eo11ely at the correct n¥Pent begins to pla, •• 

. gain •. · WlBt enables the others to play- on, omoentrat1ng ·on their own 
" f 

p.;tmmnoea, oonftdent that he will enter at the right maaent? · Ia it 

not cont.ldmce? 

Liatm to them play- all at once n<M, with no one t.o lead tlm, 

no one _to. keep time for them. Hear the antiphonal atruggle between 

the v.l.ollns, the contrapuntal tenal.on of the cello and 'dolae What 

mablea them t.o plq with such precd.alon? Is it not llkill? · , .. · 'C-

. Notlce how th~ work together, guided by a· comnon contract· 

+.e]l1ng than all b~ the goal and the road, each artist knowing that 

as long as -each one' ia •true• t.o tha oontract, .. t.hey.1d.ll succeed. What 

mme mall ve give to suoh success? Is it not art? 

A atr:lng quartet consists of fo,.- artist.a blending. thalr :ln

cli vidual 11k1ll.a to prodlce one work ot art. · Ir it vere·possible to 
' ' 

put suoh things into 11Bthematiaal terms, we might ·aay- that the product 

of their work together. is greater than the swn of thd.r. indl. ftdual 

pertormancu. What must be the primary-. quality in their relationships 

to acoount for thia addlt.ional factor? Ia it,not, oon1':ld111ae? 

. Ia it not. confidence baaed on the knovledse . that each artist 

IBe entered into thalr CCllp&ot with tb3 sinoare desire to p.-tom a 

woric of art?.· (Bevill ainoere~ try w· be ·•t.Ne~ to:·tbe oontl'actl~•)·, 
·,~-.~:;-..-.> ... :::::· .. ' ·, ·.: . :··'· ' .. · ' ·. ·.' ·,. :·· ... _· ' .. :~'}\)i·,::·,•;_,: .. ·.· '.':·:.:'i_-•.,.·.'.\:'l,/.~ 

Ia.it·:not contidmae·based on .. the knmrlqe·that •oh:1r''1at m■·the 
·-'. ',•- .''.'.. . . . . . . . . . . . ' ' . ,' . ; ; . ' ' " ' '. ,: -,•''. . 

I 

' . ,;,, 
. __ if" I 

. " ,.i,,· 



I 
I 

i 

e 

abt.llty (skill) to per.fcrm a wolic or art? (He oan remain •true• to the 

contract.) · Is it not confidence baaed on the lmowledge that thrwgh 

practice, each artist has shown himaelt oapi ble or performing a work 

or art? ( 'Ibey have already' executed the oontract.) Moreover, with 

each exe011tion or the oontract, with each practice, the:lr oontidS'lce 

in one another is buttressed. For nen are not machines and what they

produce can never be reduced to mere mathsnatical fcrmulae. F.ach man 

is different alXl what one learns from practice with one person cannot 

al.ways be applied to another person. Working together, human beings 

must •get used' to one mother before they can have confidence in one 

another. 

The Hebrw words fer art, artin. D£&atice, skill: and truth 

all are derived from the root1•~ So i, the Hebrew word 'IIIIW1llh 
l \~ 

which means contidence. •amen means stable. This essay is a search 

for grounds of confidence. It is an attempt to see what the authors 

or the Bible said man and God considered stable, that is, worthy ot 

their confidence. 

Since eveey aspeat of aoaietu, not only art, is the product 

and not the sum of human relationships, we may e,cpect to find that 

what ms just been said about the grounds for confidence among the 

merbei:s or a string quartet will be relevant also to any discussion 

of conf'idence which involves human beings. 

The purpose or this essay ia to aha., what grounds for oon-

1 The word confidsnce is used rather than rhith first of all to avoid 
the partie11lar cormotations of the qlls word faith. But also be
cause tm Jr efix _gm (with, together) gives to conHdence the :Impor
tant connotation fit a two-way relationship is lnvolWd. 

i I 
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i'idence the authora ot the Bible lad in aind when employing fcr1111 of·.-the 
. ' . . . . - . - - . ·-.•• .. - '.' - ._._ ;_. ,,;l .. : , 

root •amen to show relationships of reliabilit1 betnen···Ood and llian and 
. - . : 

between man and man. 

· Ro attmpt will be made to give a ayst.aatio;account ·ot the 

grcurds far .f'ai th which appear in the Bible. To give swsh an aoaount· : 

we :would have to look at neny other words B11cil u pmach, sba•an/ 

batnh. brit. etc., aa well as passages not employing these roots. 

Rather will the primary concem here be with the root 1Ullft1 ard the 

groi.inda which a writer had in mind when he euployad one of its -dllH.v-
. 'Ii 

atives. 
,'·f' ~- ' 

· . In this easq, · words are understood from the· co it.ext · iii wtiioh 
•' . . ' - . ' ' 

' ' . , .. ' . . . . . . ' ~- . ·,. .. . . . ,., .. 
they are used and not tran the grmmnatical forms: in· which tJ.ley:, appear. 

. • • . . . .. f.' • • • ' 

' , 

Therefore, 'the organization or the essay has not been made .;:ccording to 

grammatical forms. Furthermore, some of too i'oms are used inter

changeabl,y. Our goal io not nerely to widaratond .each reference tho-

roughly (and hence why &l'\V' tart.icular grammatical fom was uaed) but 

rnther to soe how the various references oontribute to an overall 

pattern. Thia pattem, 'which forms the Table of Contents was not 

created beforehand as a mold into tlhidl to press the references, but 
' 

wna distilled from these ro113rences bj" a process ot deduction. 
' •.' •• • •. <" • 

Naturally, mal1Y' references used in one part ot the pattern 

could m.ve been used in anoliher. It was not always deemed 1wcessS17, 
. - - . . 

however, to re-emplc,y the 811118 reference, 11' the point that it would 
' '. . . 

have. mado had already' been nade by some other re 11,rence. 
' ~!••·, ,: ' '',. . 

. . . I . 
·- Notf a legitimate quostion thnt might be asked is, 11~ all 

'·· . 
' 

i'orma of the root •omen deal with faith (oon1'1dence):1" This q~st.ion 
._.. •\ ' '. . .' . . ·.·, - ·- . '·.:·,i· 

-resulto . .t'ran a semantic problem due to the peonJ1ar connotation oi' 
.............. ·_.·.:•.\'\ ·:1; . • . . . . ' ' ·> .. ;:··:, .... ~:- · .. ·.: ·. .... 
· the Fnglish word faith. 

, , ' 

vii.• . 

; t: 
':. 

; -~ 
'· J •: 

r ~: 
. ;,._• 
', 1,:,, 
:~ 
' , 

' •' 

:- _;~ 

, 'i:.' • '~_·:, 
, ~:: 
. i:,i;; 

:: t 
,( 

i t::•' . f ,C, 
i/.';"' 

_!}/ 
I ti;i 
!-f:t 
1:,l'S>· 

li~~-•. ,, I:.. 
,·?-. 

', 1' 
':"(.·} 
. :(~ 

i ' 

I'::~ .~ 
Ii•, ,';!:": 
I 
:, ~-; 
' ... •,:~ 
I·, j 

q 

I 

t 
; 

i 
I 
/ 

J ~i-_ 

' ,, 
~-( 

i ~; 
: ., '·, 

:,:·,:~ 
·:,,: 
•.. . " t::, 

·t-· 
d' 
rv,: 

: f/ 

._• •' 

'!1 

/Ir 



1 

9 id ft rffi 

.. We are dealing with a root ( •am) which baaical~ means at.able, 
. . . ·: . . . ' ' ' .. .' . . . ' ) . ', .. -· . - ' ' . ;;, ' .. : •::• 

fim, in a . word, reliable, The particular kind or reliability that the 

~lish word faith connotes is only' one ld.nd or reliability. The Hebrew 

word. 1fllllUMh (usually' translated by- faith or faithfulness) contains many 

oth.- connotations ot rolinbili~ besides the ono 'Which the l!ngllsh word 

faith e:xpreaaea. In ita other connotations, 1anurah is in league with 

the ~nnotationo e::xpresued by its sibling derivatives from tho parent 

root 1811len. Far example, 1emet {wsually translated by truth) and 

'ammah (faith) could both be translated by stability;, as nouns coming 

from the root 1mim, meaning stable. 

The closeness ot the conoapts ot i'ai th ·and truth as related 

throughthe idea or reliabWty.exists in F.zlglish too~. Thi~· closeness 
is · only made more obvioua in Hebrew by the · etymological connections. 

Thus ih EngllEh we says 

True to his word. 
A., true measure, or line. 
Truly, a human being. 
Tells the truth. 
She is true to him. 
A true etatanent. · 

Each of the above phrases connotes rel.inbili t,y • In each case 

the subjoct is so reliable that one would not be ai'l"aid to put his 

faith in it, 

Before, ~~•l;HiJJlh :reference should be nade to the translation 
'' . . : . ,·. ,,¥:' . 

of tm word chesld. · According to several studies done on this word, 

chesed involves a bargain, reliability, ooni':ldenoe. Since in maey 

caaes, studies of chased were baaed on its raktionehip to 1anet, to 
- . ' .. : ' . ' ' ' ; ,- . ..· • - ·. : . 1.. •,. ',- • : ' 

now .use cheaecl as an aid in umersti.nding 1mnet could· 1ead to aome 
. . ,,' ! • 

dangel"ous circular reasoning. There is other evidence, howevor, outside 

viil. i '·;, 
11:~) 

• r\;.r 
,: ·;.:,~ 

.·-~:!·~~ 
·,~ 

. -~ ~ 
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or its relationship to •anet which indicatea that chesed relationship■ 

dE111am reliability. Thus, in this essay the understanding of a parti• 

cular derivative from •amen ia novor made dependent on its relationship 

to chased. But if the ova-all context etreases tbit oheaed would con

note confidence evai it it was not used with a dll'ivatiTe or •am111,then 

the presanoe or chased in the passage is considered. And notice is 

taken or ha, it adds to the connotation or confidence expressed~ ite 

nearbyderivative from •amen. 

Dr. Glueck has suBgested the word faitht\llnees rather than 

loving k:1 TA911 a11 a proper translation tor chegd. Becauso of the 

nature or t hl.s essay, faithfulness could C§USe some oon.1\lsion. There

fore, steadfast kindness which retains the overtones oi' roliabilitq 
2 

usually has been anployed. 

2 
This decision was reached independent of the i'act that the n,s.v. 
translatea cheaed aa "ateadtaat love." 
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CHAPr&i I ' 
. ... . -ir/: -- -:,: --.: :~ ~-

; ! , , '. "", .·.' ·a • 1 ' <. 

MAN'S . CONFIDENCE IN· OOD =-- -------- - -
, . • In the Tanach, the basis or man's confidence in God, aa 

· reflected in the use ot the root •amen, rests upon three grounds;,•··· 

These grounds are a)Ood ia sincereJ b)Ood is genuine, and o)Ood is 

constant. In other phrases it might _be atatedJ Ood means to keep Hia 

promises. Gc,d is tu~ capable or keeping His promises. Ood has, in 

the past, kept His promises. 
• . l 

a) God is sinc0re -----
The statement 110od ia aincere11 basically means th.~~ Ood sin-

• • • I • 

cerezy wants to do lilat be says he is going to do. There is the con-.. ; . . ' ' -· . . . 
·. ~ '• .. 

notation t,hat Ood is purposeful, determined, ateadfaai/ ·and 'Will be 

loyal. From the very- beginnings or man's relationship with God, this 
. ' . . 

'... . .··. '., ' ., .,,.:~"{ ',_: ~--_-·'. 
1beliet1 that God is si mere is an important ground ror: man' s con-

fideiioe in Him. Confidence in. God b~gins with ccinfid·~~!\.~-,His_ crea-

tion. · Man 1s confidence in God begins with the 'belief' that Ood 

created the world with sincerity of purpose. 

For, consider a little boy balancing blocks· one. upon tho other 

as he sits securely on the tl.oo:r of his home. Or think or hundreds of 
. . . . ' 

men crawling about the skeleton of a sey-scraper framawork as they add 

their bricks nnd beams. In each case there is.a strong :faith in the 

structure wit bin which they- are building.... In neither. case could these 

ind~viduals have built towards the f'uture confidentq hnd th~ not be

lieved that the strutrtUN within which they tf!re building was itself 

secure. 

Not ono of the foundations for confidenoe that .we' shall en-

··•·-·".. .... ' . . . ·- .. -••~ n,..,., __ , .. •••---•••~" 

1. ' . 
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~unter here, whether it be a ground for confidenoe between man arxi man 

or man _am God, could have been laid had not the people ot the Tana.ch 

had confidence in the overall structure within which tiw lived and 

built. 

'l'h83' had coni'idaice in this structure because they bel.:l.eved 

that God dLd not create the world helter-akelter~ but rather with 

purpose and w1 th design, in short, with i'crethought. This belief in 
• 

tbe rrlncer.l1i, or Ood1s purpose is e,pressed in Prova:-bs 3119. 

God .founded the world ~ monno or wtsdcm, 
And set the mavens by meuns 0£ U!lderstanding. 

MfFeover, one or the b-1-p:roducts or wisdom is truths 

Fer 111,1 (Wisdom's) mouth utters truth ( •anat) ••• 
tProverba 817). · · · 

Therefore, ~.nee •amt is derived frC111 a root basioally meaning st.abi

lity' (•amen), am since things whic~ are true a.re conai~t, and ·un

oha~ng, one can with confidence racy on that which results in •emet. 

Put syllog:1.sti~, these ideas would read as follcxis1 

What is done in wisdom am understanding is done 
with sincerity or purpose. 

Wisdan and unlerstancling produce truth. 
Truth is simerity or purpose. 

Therefore, since God created the world 1dth wisdom and under

standing, He did so with purpose. Moreover, since wisdom am um.er

st.anding produce truth and truth is stable, one may rave ooni'idence 

in what God thus created purpose~. 

It follows then, that if God established the universe with a 

speoii'ic pUl:"pOae in mind, He means to do something about it. And ii' 

- ~ ..... , ...... ----- ---- - -
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Ood is sincere 1n what He saya and does, then man oan look tonard to 
l Hi.a words and deede as guides to tra-v:erm.ng the paths ot the wi-ld. 

For who would have a better map of the waya in which to traverse the 

'trorld,. than He who with foresight and with aureneu ot purpose made . . ' ' ' 

these W&18? 

The wal-ks ot His hands (i-eeult in) atabilitz ( •met) 
and justioe · 

All His pi-eoepts are {!Mble (ne1amanim) 
SupportillS unto all et ty' 
Fashioned in 8Ul'8 n;r;ea ( •c:met) am straighttor

wardl.;r (P~lllr , ;' 

especial]Jr when these ways ware planned to last (Psalm 119tl$1,l52) a 

You are ll8Bl' O God and all your OO!llnalldmaits are 
~ble (1emet). 

Of olI knw from ;youi- testimonies that ;you 
established them foi- ever. 

And especially when He who made the ways by which to traverse the world 

which He created also mapped than out. 

Your righteousness is a righteousness ( that ~11 last) 
tor8V81"e 

· Am your guide ~or man (Torah) is reliable ( •G1DBt) 
(lbid1 142). 

In this last quotation we have a hint tlnt God is involved 

with his righteousness and t,ha t His righteousness is made to last. 
' 

The same paalmiat, a tow lime earlier, said that that which is 

righteous is also reliable. 

You oomrmnded your testimonies riltlteously. 
And very taithi'ully ( 1aruunah) (Ibidt 1)8), 

In .fact, one psalmist found Ood 1s righteousness so sure and so pur

posed that 1 t gave him a solution to his theodioal probl8111Se ~sing 

I I 
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his confidence in Clod 

It is good to· give thanks unto the Lcrde 
• •• and to tall of your sure mercies 1n the morning. 
And ot -rour reliability C•enmnaJ:i) in the evening 
{Psalm 9213:-,1 

he stated that even in the flourishing of the wicked, there as . purpose. 

God had caused than to flourish in order to destroy- them, and so He was 

still taith.t'ul to His righteousness (Ibid18), 

An interesting variant is found in Psalm 88112. As the psal

mist languishes under terrors brought on by a God whom he aani ta to be 

righteous, he seems almost to be trying to remind God that we mortals 

are after all but mortals, and if God absolutely adheres to His pur

posed righteousness, He may well conswne us in Ht,s ardor, 

Will your sure mercies be told in the grave? 
Will they tall of your fg.ithfulness ( 1Clllunah) 

in destruction? 

There ia no questioning tt-..11.t, w!Bt God does is right or righteous, 

The only- question ia, 11Will this steadfastness be fruitful.? 11 

At least ·twice, the psalmist appeals to ti'!is very Gteadfast

ness or faithfulness or purpose when he soaks guidance. In Psalm 

4313 after asldrig to be delivered from deceitful men, the author's 

appeal shows his conl'idence in Ood1s purpoee, 

Send your light and your faithfulness ( •anet) J thEl,V' 
'WI. 11 lead ma and bring me into your ho~ mountain. 

It is just because the author of Psalm ,36 felt that in God 1a light 

men see light, the .fountain or life being with Ood,3 that he praised 

God 1s t'ai thfulneaa 

' ' f 
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O Lcrd your 8Ul'e meroies are unto the ski.ea. , 
Am your faithfulness ( 1anunah) is unto the heavens (6)/ 

am appaa.led to God through his coni'idEl'lce in God1s falthf'Ulneaa tlat 

He deli var the ri (tlteoua from the wicked. 

?et it is probably in the splendid description ~ mat Clod's 

law does, which is• roun:i in the latter ball' of Psalm 19, that ve have 

the olearest statmmit that God has created a plan according to Bia 

purpoaa. The psalm, moreover, e:,p liai tq mentions what that purpose 

is 

Ood 's plan £or men ( Torah) · is pei.-fect, restoring the soul. 
His testinoniea are or au-e purpose (ne1manah) nak1ng 

wise the simple (8)~ 

and it implioitly ascribes to God the desire to carey out that purpose, 

~us laying the grounds for confidence in Hj,a Torah • 

••• the ordinances or the Lord are reliable ( •emet) 
they are righteous altogether .(lQ). . 

It does not i'ollow, llowever, that just because a promise is 

made initia~ in sincerity that it will be carried out. For cannot 

one 't.½lo promises be dissuaded from carrying out lfm. t he originally 

intended? What, 11:1 particular, of the actions of men? .Oan th91 

not dissuade God from His .purpose? Or does He retain His original 

purposiveness, seeking His goals WUJWerving].y? The latter would 

seem to be the . case even if only the do:xological Psalm 100 were 

taken into consideration. 

For well meampg (!2!;) is the Lords his aura meroies 
are rorever. 

And '.!!! sftoks .J?z His word• { • emunahto) in 8V87!3' 
genera on (5). · 

- -- ..,.,.,._ .. _,, _____ , .. ______ ,. ____ ... ~ ... _, ___ ,.. -· - .... , ·--· .. 
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, But there, is more than ample ev.Lctmoe to re-enforce the pal-

oategoriea. In the f1rat aategory, we fim that God keeps arter what 

he wants.· He is steadf'aat in td.s_ purpose evm ai'ter He is raleaaed 

.f'rom His word by- 1111n breaking their part ot the ·bargain. Ood.•is',•·111 

a word, compassiomte. And compassionate, perhaps, becauee He sin

cerel3 want.a to do what He intem.ed to ct,. In the second categoey, we 

find that God kec,pa · after His goals no 111a.tter how 111en uy to became Jf13 

i'aVOl'ites, that, in a word, God is jut. And juat, :perhaps, because it 

was His very intention from the beginning to bring justice to the WIDl"ld. 
' • ·. . . •. • ;, ' . • • ' . ;, .. ;;.·- •·.,: j_< 

· In the categOl"Y' where God MY have· bem released troia JU.ii part 

ot. the bargain, ve find both in a pr1 vate psalm, and in tin episode: 

from t'he life· or Moses, that God's truth is coupled with ms· ~of'~ua

neas and His merG1, but above all, w1 th His slowness to anger. 
In Psalm 861.$, there is an allusion to God balng qldck to. 

pardon those tmt call upon Hime And the psalmist later says to God . . . 

You, o Lord, God or oon.iassion, il"aai.ous, long , , ;; ·;,: 
autt~, md abundant 1n steadfast !5!ndrieair · 
Cghesed v•emet) (JS)• .. , , ·.: . . . , . ,_. ,,. 

. • ' .c -: i_:,·, ... ':,;, -,.'.. ,-1::.'..t·1.:· ., 1·:::'~- \ ,,,:;. ,• 

And Moses uses these same adjectives to describe God•• Ood JBSses by 

duri~ their meeting for tho second sat ottal>let~t Ex. 34•~ Moses 
. 

undoubtedly- baa in m1nd the fact tla t God did not ut.'81'~. deatroy His . . . , ' . , .. ~: .. .-: ~ .. ' ·. . 
. . ' . . ' ' ~.- ·. ·, , ... ·', •;! .,, . 

people when he oould have done so attar . tbl;r left Ria :and ~l"Bhippecl 
• • ' • I, . ' •. 4 

the goldEll Gali'. But Ood is still loyal to His purpose. 4 

Doth Psalm 1o6 and the author or Isaiah 4917 describe Clod aa 
being faithtul even though He did not have to' beJ· as one desem.ng 

.. ,, '' . . . . . .,. . .. : . .. . :,, : ,. ' ·. . '/ ', '. :. ~' .' ... 
confidence, as one who is trusted, and the 1111plloation is beaauae · Be 

{t, . < 
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vanta. ·to be ta1th1'11.· . ' . , . . . . 

. . , In Psalm 106 we tlnd that· the people e1 th Er put their. oontidmoe 
. . ,· ',' : ' . . . . . . . . . . ' . -. , . ' . . . ' ~-' 

1n God and took it av,q again. 

And the., lUa thaLr oontidenoe C:ya•pnt~) in His wcrds •• , 
(l2). . . "ii 

nuv qui~ forgot His deeda.,~(137·.. ' . 

or they would not put their confidence 1n Hi• wcrd at all, 

. And the:, rejected the delightful land and •did not 
put their confidence 1n His varda (ya 1aminu) · (24). 

Yet .. despite these actions, continues tho psalm, God had not destroyed 
., ·'. . . . ' ·•··· . . ' '. . 

the people, though it must be acbitted, He thought of doing so. He 

had punished them, but He had not destro,ed them, And the reason He 

did not destroy- th• :ls the same reason appealed to by the psalmist, 

above, in hie oonclwd.on1 Israel. is important tor God'• name, for 

God's purposei Despite Israel'• actions and feelings towards ·t;be 

covenant, as the covenant is concerned with God's purpcse so God is 

faithful. to tha covenant• So much is this the case, that upon prais

ing God as eternally the God of Iorael (despite what th~ have done 
' ' .· ', ' . 

to.~), tha _psalmist can ask that all_ the people aoni'im their be-
. . 

lief in God's perpetua;i, i'nithfulnsas tQii'ards Israel, 

Blessed are you O God of Israel from t he blfd,nning 
an~ unto the end of time, And all the pa~le · said 1 
lit have aon!'idenoe this ;!a. !!:!!I ( 1amen) (WJ). 

It is a aimilar thae in Isaiah 49. God can still be oal.led 

the 1tai thtu1 one ot Israel," even though Israel. has been most un-. . 

' .· . • - I 

fai th.t'ul to Him, And the reason this ep1 thet can be used concerning 

God is that Ood ha.11 a purpose, and hall choaen Israel. f~ tbl1{purpose. 

i. 
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In other vords, God 1s faithi'ulnesa to Israel does ·not d~end on Israel'• 

fai thi'ulness to Him, but on His fai thtulness to His pUL"poae and to Him-

self. 

••• Kings mall see and arise 
Prinaes sl1all ba, down (before Israel) 
Because of the Lord who is rg:thfJ!l (ne' anan) 
The Holy Qie of Israel, who as ohosm yru. 

On the more personal side, we have several other examples 

which suggest that God will forgive in order to be faithiul to His 

purpoae. Hezekiah, when literally gLven ans lease on· life, echoes 

a thane we have heard before, that God's fait.h.1'1lness ( 1<met) is no 

good to the dead. 

For the netherworld does not thank you 
Ner death pr&ise you 
Thooe who go dam to the pit will not await yomo 

faithfulness ( •anet) (Isaiah .38 118) • 

But the living person, the living, will praise you 
as I do this day 

The father will make lala,n to the children yoUl" 
faithfulness ( 1anet) (I.9id,19). 

But what is important here is why Hezekiah thinks God to be a God of 

•emot. The answer is to be found in the prec~ line. 

Behold, for my peace, it was bitter to IIEe 
And you desired ( to redeem) my aoul fl.'Om the pit 

of destruction. 
Fer You cast my; sins behind Yo\l' l!!!g (Ib:ld 117) • 

In Psalm 69, ascribed to David, we find 

As for me, O Lord, u,y prqa- io towards Iou. 
At Your will, o God, 1n the ablndanoe or Your steadfast 

mercy, . 
Ansvel" me in the sureneee ( 1emet} of Your salvation (16). 
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In verse six, David ac:inita that he has done wrongl1'. Ood does not have 

to save him. But David aakB to be saved so that others who place their 

con:r.l.dcnce in Ood, who wit for him ( -wrse 7), be not 11llb~rned as a re

.sult of the treatmnt he is getting. He too cle1rn'i to have bc:rne r&o 

proadt for God (8-13) • Thus David makes the groums for his faith in 

God's salvntlon the fact that God is merciful and compassionate ruid 
' . 

forgl. ving to those who suffer i'or God. Expressed ditferentzy-: God is 
. 5 

faithful to save those -who are in leggue 'Id.th His plrpose. 

The faithfulness of Ood to His purpose which causes Hin to be 

neroiful is also the thought of the author of Lamentations 3 when be 

says 

The steadfast mercies of the Lord are not flnished 
Hie compassionate acts are not ended (22). 

Tmu are rmewed ev,ry morningJ great is Your 
faithfulness ( 1anunah) (23). 

For, continues the l&mSl t 

The lord will not reject i'orevar (31). 
If He grieves, He will be compassionate according to 

the abundance of His steadf'ast mercies (32). 
For He does not afflict nor willing~ grieve mankind 

(33). 

That it is never His desire to punish wantonl1 is an unexpressed 

idea of the evidence which falls inlio the second category of which we 

spoke aboveJ mmely-, that Ood does not pls;y- favorites and will punish 

(only) if h3 must dci so in order to be faithful to His goal. 

That God is straight by na'blre and not a deviser of all sorts 

of devices, we Jll9iY' leam from th3 Song of Moses (Deuteron~ 3214) • 

The Rock, H1s wa:-k is perfect, His every deed justice 
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A Ood or .Em moaa ( •· without intquity. 
Just am i"tra:I orward :va r) is He. 

And Elihu agrees (Job 34rl2). 

But thei•e can be no doubt ( •amnam) God will not cause 
evil. ---- . 

The Almighty will. not pervert just.l.oe. 

But a dissent r:tnBs. out !ran too psalter. It is not dissent to the 

idea that God by nature cannot be swerved from Hie purpose by nen try

ine to ~ratiate than1:1elves with Him. Rather, it is once more tl'M3 

reminder to Ood that He can not e,giect to judge l1Bil only acccrding to 

His atandnrds. That if God is to be too rigid in His purposiveness 

t.c:Mards tm' world, He will be left without anyone in that world. 

First the psalmist bursts forth with an appeal (Psalm 143) 

O Lord hear my prayel' and harken to my pet:I. t.1.on. 
In your t"~lness ( 1Bnunah) answer ma and in 

yw.r hteousness (1). 

Then, as if suddenly adcing himself', 11Hatf can I claim to be saved on 

the basts or God1s rigltow.sneso? Arter all I have not been perfect.11 

He s~ to God, still preserv.Lng a distl.notion between his wrong

doi?gs and the absolute evil oi'·his memieet 

i3ut do not enter into judgmmt with your servant.(::':. 
For, before you no living man~ be justified (no 

matter ha1 r.lghteous) (2,). · · 

A mtion that tried to ba considered a favor:lto learned i'ts 

lesson. Daniel, in no uay qua ~t:l.oning God's faitbi'ulness to His words, 
---- . 

says, 

As it is written in the Torah of Moses, all this evil 

1., 
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has 00111& upon us, yet we did not ctreat the Lord oUl' 
God ard did not return from our iniQui ties GL" beoome 
wise in the sureness 9.t, y;ourw ord ( •set) (lllniel 9113) • 

In fact a line earlier, ha aani ts that punishing Israel was the way 

God had kept faith with His ward. 

And God ~ his -~mise (yayakan et d•varav) llhiah 
lE p-omisednS::. bring upon us ihls great evil 
(lb1ch12). 

Tm.t God will be fa1.thful to l-H.s purpose despite the actions of 

man is wh'lt Jeremfuh tried to nake Israel realize. If thoy retUl'n to 

Ood1 theu must do so with an understanding not just that God lives but 

oi' hGI He lives -- they must be prepared to join in with His plan, but 

tmn natura~ they must also be pr,epared to suffer the consequences 

or additional bade-sliding. 

If yCPJ. 1d 11 retm-n O Israel, says the Lord. 
IDleed, reblrn wrt;o me. , 
And if you will rEllloVe the detestable things from 

11\Y sight and not wav1r, 
Am ii' you will swaar, 11as the Lord lives," true to 

zouhrrd {b•em11t) and in righteousness. - -
Then wall the nations of tho world bless than

selves in yoo. and in you shall thqy glo:.--y 
(Jer811rlah 411-2) • 

Evon in personal affiiotion it is possible to feel. tlnt God is 

faithful to His purpose 

I kno,, 0 Lord that righteous is your deal.sion and.ao
carcttng to ycnr sur.! purpoae ( •anunah) you affliot1911 
me (Paalm ll9r7$) • . 

And when the psalmist follows this line with a request fGL" mercy-

Please let 7our sure meral.es cani'ort me as you 
promilld WJto your Berftllte 

u. 
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he .only dares ·to nak~' thia
1 ~ue~t hn tho groundif'tbat''he lms C!Od11i 

1.a'w and.wants .to ~ Rlm (77-80). 
• . • . . ; '. .• ' ' . . 't ' . ,. ·•', 

Jerendah, on the oliher hand, attar sitte~qr peraonalJ.t and 
.·'·',· 

_: -. ·' ' ·' . . ': . . . . ' . ' . . . ,.· ... '' . \~ .. •,• 
feeling that he has been, all the while, serv1~ Clod faithful.lj'1 4...,;: 

tioris ldtether or not God has. deviated 1'rcm Bis course •. 

·, Why 1a my pun perpetual am my wrund mortal that 
it rei\J.aea healing? . . . 

Will yo,. indeed be unto me as a deoaLt~·brook, · 
as waters upon 'Which one cannot rel}"l (ne 1ananu) . 
(Jeremiah l5rl8). 

Actually, Habakkuk's outoey that no one will 1balieve1 what . '· ·": ' ' -.• ·-. 

is happening; when. God raises up the Chlldeana 
. ' - . . 

Look among the mtions am behold and 1ft!lld,el-•exoee41~ 
Fbr a defld will be done in yCIUI" dqs which-you will not . ~eder tiue (t.a1amiml) 'when it is:rilated~to·you. 

. baklruk li51/ . . . 
only r.slces sense it God•a doing this deed 1B aontraey tb llhat Re has 

·.\lam doitg. What is hard to 'believe• is not so much who.t is happm-
~~~: .·. . 

ing ao Wh~ ia caum.ng i t to happen. 

. We have: reached a ~. On the one lnnd1 we try to prove 

God •s i'aithtulnees to lt1.s purpose by shaid.ng that He goes attar what 
. . : . . ' . ' . . . . ' . . ''., '. . ',• ; ' ' . 

He wlll'lte evm 'When Jfo is releatied_ by the. untai th.1'llneso or mEll from 
. .· _. . 

• . ' .. ··_ ' . ', ... -.'=: ,• ... , :,;•·' · ... , .·•. . . 

keeping His word. On the ot~JMU1di,;·we.~'!_e: seen tha.t ii'. mfl'l tey 
. . ; . '··•.f·~:,,.::,,.,_-. " ' ·••,·' ·.· . : <'• 

to alter His weys or bribe Jtim into shewing them .ravoritiem, He will 

n"ot'.suacumb~ But surely these two factors overlap. Thi!d.r reocnal.lia• 
ti.on is part of the problem or the joining ot mercv and 'jus'tioe~·· It 

is1 not within the scope or this paper to. enter into. a question whioh 

has been in man's ndn! as· 10~ .. as he baa had i•elidt)u q,er:lenaee '. 
There,' are, hovmll", ttr ee 'm.wcai reib:rences worthy' t,f. note here. 
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For in all threo God is both just and mercif\111 and yet He ia faitb

i'Ul to His p-m-p ose al3 o. 

In Psalm 89, to which we will have occasion to refer ortm 
-c.~f .,elt 

in this stucv beaause of the frequeno., of the appearanae ot l'OOt •um, 
I\ 

a dl.st.ination is DBde between justice am merer. God ms nade a 
. 
covmut 111. th !avid 

Forttva- I will guard for him My sure mere.lea and 
My purpo,,S Cm 1anenet.) covenant \Dlto him. 

He .. 1.11 abide by this covenant, wt if David's children profane it, 

thm they shall be punished, aontlnues the psalm. So much for the 

preservation or justice. But, continues God 

My sure merci,s I will not break off fl-cm him 
And I will not be false to my sure puzpoae ( 1ammati) 
(:34). 

I 'Will not profane my covenant 
And what cC111es out ot my lips I will not cm111:e (35) • 

For, says God. ha-d.ng sw:,m in my holiness 

I will not ba false to Dav.l.d (36). 

Imeed, David's throne will be somet~ to re]3r upon. it will be 

••• as the moon, established forever. 
alli as a witness steadi'an (ne•e:nan) in the sky (38). 

Here is reoonalllation of mtra,r and justice with, if not through. a 
Ood •true• to His purpose (fer lltlich plrpose He had made the covenant). 

The reconciliation is achieved by the dlstinction made between Invid 

to whan the promise was made, and Jhvid1s ohildt•m, for whose activi-

•:. ties he can hnrdly be blamede 

!&dti&! ~i..: '. ·.- -~ .·. 
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But ir the moon, t."hich the Holy One Blessed Be He, set in the 

skies be a i'aithful wltnesa, ha, mu:m more so tho Ho:cy- One Himaelt? 

When the ~~ come to Jeremiah begt'ing him to prq for them, he agrees, 
But he agrees on one oondi tt on. That condl. ti.on is that he will tell 

thl p ~ple 'Wha taver God says. N~ the people did not kncw what God 

would sq, otherwise there muld have been no need to coma to Jeremiah. 

And Jer6llliah did not Jenell· what God would say to them, as he had to wait 

tm da~ Therefore, ii' ~e people could say that th'f( would harken to 

what~r God would say whether it. would be for their good or their evil, 

~ if the people oould also say to Je1'811dah . ' 

lDt the lord be a aure and reliabls witness (__!_tnn 
v1ne•oman) against us ifwe do not do accordfiii""to 
all ,a1ich the Lord your Ood send you to us (Jeremiah 
421$). ,_,._~ 

thon we must conclude that whother God W"as to be mC!l'oiful or just in 

His messago, lb was stil.1 being i'aithi\11 to Hi.a purpoae. 

Isaiah had another anS\,er. Hore again Ood had a purpose, am 

according to that purpose, He lfmlld 11Jako an eterml covenant with 

Israel. But the covenant; this time is uith the whole pooplo, not just 

with David. The juot will get the!.r due and the iniquitous thelrs. 

For I the Lord love juatioe and hato robbery" with iniquity. 
And I '1-.111 repay- them in rrrJ' sure purpoee -( 1enet) and an 

everlasting covenant I wlll make ',jj_tb them (Isaiah 6118), 

There is apparently no questioning of what Ood would cb ii' all of Israel 

were to convnit the things that tho Lord hatos. But there soE111s to be 

little doubt that God has a purpose, and He a.loo has standards, 

Those standards guide Rim in His purpose, which !'ran man's 

point or view began with creation, Thus, the first ground on which man 

, .. I 
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will put h1a contidmce in Ood is that God, in all that He" mu, sets 

abcnt it delibaratal;y and rill forethought •. Man··1a in:luded in Ood 1■ -

plane. He has giTm to Jlllll a guide that man might kNllf bettEII' hov· to 

.wcrk with Clod. It mari mes not follow Clod's guide, God may a1 ther ttat• 

give him or punish him. But ultillBtely', whichever God decides-to tor

give er to punish - He DBkee His choice Id.th retermce to His standards. 

For, always loyal to His pUl"pose, God sinoereq chooae1 that vay :tn 

whi~ He will be able to aoa,mpllsh · His purpose beat. 

b) God i!, Genuina 

The -tatanent 11God is genuine" means Goel is what one . expa eta .. 

a: god to be. . Ood is a god who can do vho.t he saya He will do,. The 
' • ·' •· ' .... ,' 1 '. - .. · _-•.•,. ,,.•. 

ability of God to aal'l'9' out His word brings ua into the second phase 

of· our search rcr the gro11ns upon which man will place his coni'idenca 

in. Gode For al.nceritq, p,rposivemes, or desire 1n one who makes a 

promise is not worth anything it the promiser has nalther the means 

nor the ability to oarx,- out his plan. We round much grcnlll tor man 

putting his oonfidenoe in God beoause he bol.ieved thlt God ainOIJ."~ 
,, .. -- .... , '. ', •:::.-1 ,, 

interned to carry out His word vhfl'lillespoke it. We will also find 

much ~und i'or!llffl putting his oonfidmoe in God beoause he •believes• 

that God, by Bisve17 na.tnre, can carry out·what 11e··~s•·aatd he·in-
. . ' 

tmds to do. 

ContidmDe in Ood11.abil1ty-; 'to.carry oµt Hia.-.,rd 1s first of· 
.:_:r<(;···i:;;?tf~\~.i \~·_.\.,'.i;.r.··~·-·.:~~i:L.-; i: .. ~_·> < ... ~:~re~!:.:~- · :: .. ~···:- ,:• ;, ": ·,: ~-? 

all based on God's etnngth., Re·oreated:,~~,.~~?t,'~~~~~~~'-~. an··arder 

thit is otable. But also,· He is· stl.11 around working with this same 

strmgt.h within ht ordere .· 
::\,.: ½\('~ .,:: . ~- ' ... · ::";'.' " ...... ~----·~· : ' .r' ' .. , . 

. ·•' Paala 146 aaplaal.lN thil 1tren~. ,It oa1&iona against putting 
. " ,' v,, ;· '' ,: •.,~~;\,!\/•',.' ' ,' .' ' ~_'.:·; .. ~~·::,;'>?;i,'','-:'' 

JS. 
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one•s faith in princes and men that perim in the dust nnd have no 

effect upon the world from the day thnt they cease (3-4). While God is 

described as being just. and kind, it is in the contrast or His abilit7 

to do what He 881'8 with the ability of mortals,. that we find the basis 

.. £Or one's putting confidence in Him, 

Maker or the heavens and the earth the sea and all that 
is in them. v.lho keeps His sure r,urpoae ( 1 emet) forever (6), 

And in Psalln 93, when the guidance of God is called reliable 

and lasting 

Your testimonies are V6r"/ reliruJle (ne1emonu) (5) 

they are not called reliable just because He .proposed to imko those testi

monies but b1:oaut1e He who made them also made all the world, 

The Illrd reignsJ He is clothed in majesty. 
•• .He bas girded Hinnelf with strength, 
The world is established that it cannot be moved (1). 

Nor 11did the boon of the potter shake. 11 

Your faithfulness ( 1emunntcha) is unto every ~enoration. 
You esta~i1sbed the earth and it is stnnding {Psnlm 119190), 

Contrast His ability with that of the other goda i:ind le:t us see 

who is genuine. Idols cannot of themselve~ move, neither can they- do 

good nor evil (Jeremiah 10:1-9), But 

~t'ba-Lord God is a 9mnne ('emet) God. He is'thc living 
i~d and the everl~ ing king, Because or Hia wrath, the 

· eer:t,h will tr~hle, an" the nat.ions can not cope ldtb 
His anger (Ibid 110 J • · 

Indeed, Jeremiah's ultimate criterion for who is and who is not the •true• 

God is who created tbe heavens nnd the earth, f'or, he says that the others 

I 
I 
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. /shall periRh from the earth ,nd frm under the heavma (lbidsll). 
8 -

otheL' gois are naught. He is to be feared above them, for He 

made the heavens am the earth. All the vcrld is aware or this. And 

whln "He comes to jmge the earth ••• 

He -will judge the world in r.lahteoium•s 
And the peoples accordl.ng u,· & sure R_Ul'pOSf 
( 'punaht.o) (13) • 

'l'hia sure purpose can be relied upon because He has the might t.o cur, 

it int.o action, 

other gods, though they have all the orgam or the human b~, 

can not use than. But our God is in heavm and is therefore worthy of 

trust. It is because or this genuineness of God u a god that the 

psalmist asks Ood to help Israel, not i'or Iarae1 1s sake, but to show 

the world wmt He can do • 

. Not:. for us O tq,d1 not for us wt for thy mme•s sake 
give gl.cr:,. .. 

For tb:I sake of your sure mercies (and tha~tthey miSht 
oee that you are) the real ( 18111Bt) Ood~(P~lm ll.$11). 

''." 

God who ·roles the seas and crushes enem1 ea, who created heaven 

and earth, who is held in dread b;r eYll1 the hol;r ones, who CQll oompare 

to you? (Psalm 89). 

I 'Will si~ or your sure merc,y forever.-
I will naka kna1111 Z2!!£ r,l1•hjJ1t:;r ( •emunatchlL) in 

every gmeration (2). 

For I said steadtast l'IIEl"e.Y' is built forever. 
In the VfltY heavens you· hl.ve established Z2.1£ reliab:l.lit;y; 

C•emunatdla) (3).-

The hea'V8111 shall iraiae the wnders or Lord 
Your $el.ia!4li~ ( 1anwntc!m) in the congregation or the . 
ho ones (b •· . 
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0 Lord, God iata, who is like you? You are a refuge 
OLor~h · 

Your rel:!abillty ( •emunatahl) is. all about ~1J9). 
. . -.. !_!t~.-.: 

Righteousness am justice are the .foundation o'r your throne. 
Your 111re llllrcies (cheaed v1anet) go bii'ore you (]$) • 

Indeed, on wham can we rely as upon you? 

This great power which belongs only' to God and 1ervee as 

groinds £or putting one's oonfidmce in Rim is used by God both with 

respect to nat'UE'e and with respoct to human beings. The distinot.1.on 

is somewat artificial, since in almost every case to be described, His 

power affects people. 

The visions ot Daniel about the violent changes in the course 

~1' history, the ups and dame or nations, aro called •snet (sure to hap

pen) because thEU are .from God. In other words, the Visions cane .from 

tho scurce which is capable ot producing the reaction envisioned am 
foretold (Daniel JO 111 21) • 

In discussing God's intmt:!.on above (page 13) we made note that 

in Psalm 89 God purposes to make n covenant with David and to keep it. 

In this same Psalm, a i'ew lines before the mention ot the covenant, God 

prefaces His. statEmnt which assures David that he can rely on Him 

My assured we.tea ( 1einumt1 v1chesdl.) are with him. 
Ani throui#i ·my- mme will his hem be uplii'ted (2.5) • 

with a stata:ient that tells David wh_v he can rely on God 1s .faithtul 

mercies. It is because Ood strengthens whan ho chooses, and protects 

Vt'\ 
trom from His enemies, devastnt1.ng thet1 bofore him (Ibid124) • 

And when the people cry out about more people coming into the 

oi1i, walls, Nehemiah, in order to get the people to promise that they' 

will put, their confidence in the word of Goel and do what He asks, 
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threatms them with a show of God's might. He tells them, performing ,, 
.1; 

i a symbolic act.ton, that God will smke thm out or theLr houaea and 
. . . 

fields. And it is directly as a result or their •belief' in God's 

ability to· do what Nehemiah eaya He will do, that the people ai'i'lm 

tmir contidenoe in God's word and ai'fim their 1ntentim to do Ills 

will (Nehead.ah S,13). 

And all the ooq;regat.1.on said, 11!! belieye ii if true,11 

( •amen) 
Am theu praised the Lcrd, and the people did according 

to this uord. 

The classic story- or a people put~ thal.r confiden~ in God 

because of' His etfeot on nature is, of courae, the :!nm.dent at the 

Red Sea. 

,«nd Israel saw the great hand or ,rt I 1; lihe Lord a.gajnst 
the Egyptians and they- feared the Lcrd and m ~ 
contidmu•,:aminu) 1n the Lord and inTosisllrs 
servant • WI ,31). 

Similar~, when Moses is atraid that the people will not be

lieve that he represmts Clod, Ood gives him tlrae Ilrlracles to perform, 

three violations or natural law, that will ultimately sarva as the 
' 9 

basis i'cr contidenoe 1n God and hence in Moaea. God HimselJ.' ~ 

tmt ha gives Moses the sign 

In order that they- will consider (it to be) l£!!I 
(ya 15:lnu) thnt Ood appeared to you (Exodus 415}. 

Am ii' th81 will not •bell.eye' (yat81111nu) you alll will 
not pay heed to the first sign, t~en :Uiq· will, put their 
gonfidga ·. (v'he'Oldnu) in the latter sign (.~). 

Am if they do not put t-9 coni'idmce (~a:i,u) in 
al ther sign, and c:b not . 111 unto y-our ca then 
you dlall give .them a th:lrd sign)(9) • 
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"· ' His VOl"d; VOZ'k as a bards tor the Israeli tee putti.111r; their aontidmoe in 

Ooclt 

Am he did the a!.gne betcre the eyes or' the people, · 
··Am the people believed (that 0od appeared betore Mosee) 

(]m)dus lull). · 

Ncr lllUSt· we forget how ini1gnant Ood became whm Sarah 

laughed at the suggestion that she would bear a: ahild in her old age~ , 

· •••wtv' did Sarah laugh &'¢Ilg 11w1.ll. I real.fg ~a;;) . bear 
a child now that I have SZ'Olll old?" (Genes · t · • · 

God is inlignant that Sarah should denf HI.a ability and not have con-
. . _,- : : •' .1,.: ',(' ,,•·';' ·::, . ., . : , " ... :: ;~ .. ·~·\ i .- . ,:_-,' ._,.,. (>:~··: . 

fichnae in llha.t He says •. Fer He aaya 
. . ',·'• . 

• , , , • · • , •.,, • I , ,• , ' , j' • _ / ,. • •, • L , • 

Is all"thing WO womrous for tne Lord? (Ibichl4). 

The authors of Paalm S7rll and Psalm l081S would answer no, 
. . . ' .. .. , ' - ·.. ' ·, , .... ··: . .... . ' . 

. For in l:>ot,b paalms which t~lk, about the power of Ood, we ~ea apressed 
' . . . . . . . ' 

in var:, .broad terms what these authors thought was the range .of .Ood•s 
,, .. . . . . . . '.:' ~ .. ; . ' ·. ;_ . 

f'ai thib.b,less. . 

Far great unw the h~vens is your st•df'aat 111er07~ ·. 
Alli unto the akiea your reliabili\y . ( Cl "1' t. c.~'I j , 

- . ' ,· . ,· . 

Suoh broadness of aonoeption. can·· inspire 'corii'idmoe, .· aa it orten ·. did, lO 
' .·. 

·.:. ,', • • ;_·. ' ·. •• . : . ,: •. ·, .... _ '' ' • • . • ;_. • ·•' ' ; • ! '.·· . ' ' ·' ., '' : ~ • ... ' . ' • • ~ 
Whm conca!.ved in terms of pmer alone, it aan·al.ao create ~ii, as 

. ' 
it did in Jobe 

It I tad called and Be,bad anawred.ae _ , 
J_(!l_tLll) to11J~ not~. (i. *em1'g \ .. on Rill lliitening--to 

.v voioe. (9116). . . . " . . . . . . 
, ' ' ', •., ., r, , • 

'lbu, aa man puta bis ;oiont.f.dericMa'.in•·Ood·;an;:tbe.ground t!a~:Qod 
. . 

-

-

-;1 
.'•'/1 

''.:-};' 

---~ _)1;/r1/ 
. '"'-'""'~--•-.-:i1111W1W111•~-4=:j-:ill ""'"tllJIUA'!•lftf:..U?..•J,;~uwGi~m."1--WWW~l'.'1IIDlllln 11•1n·••· r,·- ... 1~•r•ti·: .. ~1•1·' N.,....-:•--i-, .... - .... ~ R _ ... __ 



acts with purpose, a, man puts re-enforced contidenoe in God on the ground 
...... ii,,,)_,,< ... ·<• ..• ·:.· •. . ... , .- ._ .. . -, ... · _._, .,\·-:- ,. -.,/!. :·r, }:.·;;., 

that God has the ability to nocomplish Hl.s pUl"pose, that nothing ia too 
,,. __ ,',, .•:r,-:_· :· - .- • ' , .~,,' •·- ·, .· ··~ ,•,,:.,I 1 !_~;._ 

womro'us fer the Lord. It is this vary ability eX81'oised with respect to 
. ,, . ' . . . . '·'. '. .. ' . 

man and mt'Ul"e which differentiates Him from tm no~goda and establish• 

Him as the genuine (•true•) God. 

someone else, and you row-1 that the person you were trying to convince 
. . . . ' . \: •.· 

would not "believe" that this other person is reliable, wat would you say 

to him? Obviouru.y tA>. simp:ly' reiterate that' someone is reliable'b'eicause 

he is a sincere'aort~ or beeaus~··he 'baa'.the'abillty 'to do ~~t.-~~?,ays he 
, ··, .\. _' .· ':' •. ' , • . • ' . ,_:,_. ~ I :, , : ) !·· ~. ·. I ' • •' ', • 

will do would get·you nowhere. What yen might do though is to try to show 

your Mend th!. t he may put his contidence in the other per~on be~tis~· 
. . 

this other pers~ bas a reputation for keeping his word. That is to r:iay, 

on the basis o.t' 'hCM the ether person has acted in the past~ and y~u would, 
of course, give''specitic elfilmples, he is detinitely reliable~·· 

· · The references to follow have in common, situations analogous . 

to the: oiroumatances described above. In each case the ground fer 

putting· one1s confidence in Ood seems to be that He has been reliable 

1n the past. Ho, this is not to say that aincerity or ability are not 

also app~led w, nor fa it claimed tmt there was no appeal to ooci•s · 

reputation based on His deeds, in an;r of the passages already mentioned. 

What is:important here is· that the anphasis is on God 1s deeds rather 

than ori His vcrdsJ vmt He has definitely dcne, and we Jmow Him to . 

mve done ·rather than just by reputation. (We will notice later, when 

we deal with man's confidence in other men, that this sort or anpiri• 

cism is the most impol'tant ,grounds for suoh contide~~}:.!•··~~,~~s. Jl.~g~~-
. ' ' . ' ' ' .· ' ,•, 



ll'lllll■tu, 

:la in_~dental, and the 8111J)hasis is not so much on .the tact that He baa 
:~_ .. _. -,·~.·.i:'.,·-'· _-.. ·_..;· .. .-·:···.- . . ,- . :--; • . . . . _:_. :' : __ .. : .:.•., ~\'v:r•, 

the ability- to do -what He says, but -tmt He has used thie ability. The 
·•.:.~ ... ::~4 -

implioation is, ot course, that God is constant. 
C ,. , .... , .: I '.. _, : ' . . \ .... • ,·. 

We start with an incident tiBt is apparently a reflltation.of 

this. 11hole positl.on. ·When the spies re"blrn to tell the people tlat 
't_'--_\:.-::-.•. ~•:,,-':', 1,; -;,< ._. ',· .. ··· . , -·, --:.·: .-.:•·.··tt}.:, 

Israel does .not 1tand a chance w:l. th the Nephilim, the people JIIU1'IIUI' 
'_,·,'.·,::~·--:, ,_-~,,_:i,':' ·>'. ', . . . ' . 'i, ,·: : .. ;.·_, •.•. · ··., __ ' . .--'.;'.·. -:. 

am :lminad1a~ lose confidence in God (Nuni>ers 1411~10) • God is angry ... ·. '. ' '.. . . 
-.~;.;.;.•;-' ---~ ·•_ ::_,-:. ~- · .. -~ .. i•- .,-,i .. ;''::,!::,, .. 'i.~·-•·-

beca~e thsy ,would not heed His signs • 
. ' - . ' '·.' . . ' ,:. .' /._' - . . . 

And the Lord said to Moses, "h01r long will this people 
spurn. me .and h<M long will 1 t be before thq &,ut their 
confidence in me (e 18.llinU) oonsldering all t BignB 
w6lcli I have done Ii flieir midst (Ibidt 11); - · · ·. , 

There ia a problem here. The people were apparently. quicker to believe 

a mere report £rem other men than to believe a ~od who had aotua~, 

arxl not uio long previo\11 to this J110111Slt, done great things tor them • 
• ' • • , __ • .:~·~- I_ ·_··· , .. _ ••• ' • ; •. '. ' ·., :· •. --.~-·-: '.·._'_,,,.:-:' -.-//li-\j. 

In the light. at· the evidence aoout to be marshal.led. tor· Ood•11~p.1t 
. . i - ,' \ . . , ' .·. ; ', ~ •, ,i· ,:,. ' ' . ' : . . . 

doings· aa a ground fbr confidence in Him, as well aa what will be seen 

of the "upecial importame or deeds and not 110rds '••:a·. gnund ;fori"aon

.t!denoe in .other mm, this passage is. notable for'itli0 id.ngularity. It 

may have been created just to emphastise Israel. 1s;baokll.iding,,or-to 

rationiliz'e her hardships in the desert. In all events, it 111 brought 

up for fairness• sake,. o.nd,placed here before the oth .. ,~~•~e, that 
• • \ , • ·-~ • • •• l7 ,,. -~ti ..... ~·r•'•l' 

' • • • •, • l" J..1a'T .,...,f\.> ~ .,, ~. 

the reader may make bis own ·:jud~1u11t~ -

Ironically', at anotJur time, Moses harkens back to these re-
. ._· .. ; ,,,·-r-, ,,, .•t-v·-•·--t.·~ r~·1.:.,.1·~ ,· 

• I • •·· • ·•. ~.:.. ·~- .,..,,.,_ ;' '( f;{' .. ,,:wt:-Y~r.._s: . ',.!.fi,,jJ, ,~ "· . 
' • , I, . •• _J-.¥1,1,:--•~•l'j,;,.,. "-.:,.p~-.4{.r,°f I 

fllsale to place oontidenoe·in God, as, ~un~ _tor do;ing it nCJ11., .He 
• / • • \· • • - -.:·: ••• -. ;..- • ~ ~-::.-~ 1 • -_; .. • • .-1;•:·¥,'i-~r,·f".tt\·· ;-- ·.:-'-'· . · ··: · .-. · . 

refers to the incident just a1 tech 

·'. ! ," 
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as well as to many at.hers. Hie object? To mow the people that with 

all this rei'usal to trust God, God has been reliable and brought them 

this far. 

But that God's reputation, as baaod on wh.1.t He has done before, 

is inporl:.ant in the mind of the'people, can be seen rrcn the prophetio 

i:assages. Both Jermiah and Zechariah want the people to "believe" 

that God 'Wi.11 be faithful to them in the futuro and l:uild them up as a 

nation again. The probltlll they face ~ tha~ !or the past frN centuries 

Ood has indeed done everything but build tham up. 

with 

Thus Jerern:lah rcr the Lord buttresses 

And I will rejoice CJVar than to do them good, and I will 
~· (b 1emet) plant them in this land with all my 
heart am with all my soul (Jeremiah 32 t41) • 

• •• a■ I have brought Upon this poopll, all this great 
evil, so, will I br~ upon thom all the good which I 
prornisetA:> them (Ibidt42) • 

Ood is trying to show the people tmt He has the pai,er to do what He 

says He will do. Unfortunately, He has no palatable examples. 

And when Zechariah promis•.?s the people that God will return 

to J 8l"USal• 

Thus said the Lord, I will return to Zion and dwell 
in Jeruealan (Zechariah 8a3y 

that in fact the city will again be called a city of 1emet (Ibid.) 

and that the covenant wi.11 definitely be restoredt 

And you. shall be unto me for a people and I unto you fo~ / 
a God faithi\lllY (b•anet), and in righte011sness (Ib1dt8)/ 



.. 

Zechariah is .forced to adds 

But now I will not be unto the rannant or this people 
a1 in .fomer days •••• (Ibidrll). 

But parhap s the best example oi' a nation losing all confidmce 

in Ood ~ to their past ralationship with him is the example whiah 

we .i'!.nd in Tri.to Isaiah. Aa this Isaiah fries to instill in the people, 

once more,hope in t11a Mure, as he tries to make :.ith:I people i'eel that 

lii'e is wart.h living, and that God ha.a not forsaken them completely, as 

much as His deods in the past would seem to indicate that He has, he 

calla the God in whom Israel will be bleeoed an Elohe-1am.en (Ood of 

rel.iab:l.litq). And it real.:cy does not matter how yoo. point the word 

(Isaiah 6.5 , 16) • 

The next step is .~a bpposi te extrane from t.lte people not want-
' 

1ng to put their confidence in Ood because He ms not done good to them 

in the past. In Nehani.ah full cognizance is taken of how i'aithful. Clod 

had bem way back in the i-str 

. ,, . 
. ~ . _..,.: 

• • 

And on Mount Sinai you came da:tn. • .nm gave than straight 
forward ordinances and a Tarah oi' sure purpoae ( 1anat) 
(Nehemiah 9113) • 

Thus,. though what was done in the more recent past vae strely not good 

fer Israel, the people still i'eel. that Ood still deaervos their con

i'idena e 

For 7ou are righteous in all that which has come upon us. 
:. 11w you dl.d what should !?! done ace~. ts_ this r19te0Uf-

nt11BS (•~and we are the onea · have done wlo4 
Ub'Id 'jj) /. . . . . . . 

I . . . 
so much so, that they are willing to join together and place their con• 

24. 
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i'idenae in Him again. 

And d ite all this that has happemd we .will nake a~ 
( !..amanah) t·d. th You. ( The &Jgl.ish wrd conpaot ra

re because it is derived f'rolll the Latin rensos to 
~nm) · 

J_ 
The aonclusion that they ware at fault when Ood punish them is ineecap.. 

(\, 

able. It is inescapable not because o! ·,uq bland belief that ilod is 
! 

just or merciful but. because, as a readi.~ or Nohemiah_ 9 will &how, 

thl poople were wall aware or all that Ood had done for them bei'or!: in 

the past. 

This a.warenaoa of -whnt God has done fOZ' Israel. or particular in• -
divichlals 1n the past is the ground far oontidmae in many instanaoa in . 

the Bible when a fOl'III of •amm is used to ox:ireas this confidence. It 

has beon convenimt to grrup these references 1n two categorieat par

sons who "believe" because oi' hCM Ood acted towards them in the pal't, 

ard nations who 11believe11 because or hOW' 0od has acted towards thom in 

ihe past. There is &0118 overlapping whm these imivicmals mppm to be 

the leaders or Israel. 

The psalmist, on at least four diffC'ent oocasions deal.area his 

willir11?11ess to ~ on Ood because he knows that in the past he has re

lied on God and i'ound Ood reliable. In Psalm JO, bll•relates how God 

had "raised him up, 11 Jl)."oteoted him !'ran h1o enanles and kept him all ve 

from the pit, L'eolar:lng a feeling of eecu,oit.y, he asks God again to be 

his helper (l-7). 

What ;a1n is there in my blood when I df)acend to the pit? 
Will the dust praiae yoo.? Will it toll Jlm! .faithful You 
£! ( 1amitcha) (lo). . 

We have once again the theme remin:11~ Ood that H1s faithfulness to men • 
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h.f 
r will do man no good if His tpthfulneaa to juat:loe or HI.a patience, hav-

I 
' 

ing all eternitq :ln 'Which to accomplish RI.a purpose, destroys ephemeral 
~~i\'. 
man.· 'Iba impcrtant point here though is wey the paalrn1 nt feel.a that 

God ms 111118' wcrth talldng about. In mntext, the answer is beaauae 

God has been faithful 1n the past. 

In Plalm 711 when the paalmist s17s tmt he will declare Ood•s 

1erret (roliab1111F) 

Also I will sing praises or your reliability ( •anet) with 
the~• 0 JI\}" God••• (22)/ 

i _,.,,We know rrcn .the i:recedirg lines which tall hoar God was his rei\lge 

11 bom the dq or his birth" (Ibid16rr), that his reliance on Ood is a 

cont'ident one beoause of his iast e~mce. 

Likad.se, :ln Psalm 116, when the psalmist deal.area that he is 

confident in Ood even when he 1B arfliotedt 

I lad 'sntidenoe (he13t.i.) when I spoke 
Y haVe em greatly h ed (10). 

It is because God inol:lned His ear in former ~s (Ib1dt2). In tact, 

as a result or this latter happy exper1onoe, he snya that he will call 

upon God all the days of his life (IblcV, 

Also :ln Psalm 138 it is because God answered 1n the very day 

till t he called upon Him (3) 1 that 

I will bow down to your holy tmple. and praise ~our name 
cone~ your steadfast mercies and your fa1 thfulness 
( 'saj.t.cha). Far you have made your word even greater 
than ycm- IIBJlle (2). 

Soma otller eXo,mples of personal confidence in God based on God I a 

works 1n the iast are found in Oenaa1s. Eliezor praises God ror Rl.s 

II 
" " " ti 
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an!: when he tel11 the whole stor,r to Laban, he calls this road upon 

'Which God h9.s led him ·a road ot •ann . (Ibid 148) J r~. it, bas been faith -

i\11 to lead him to what he wants. But did not God, in fact, cause this 

to happm? (lb1dtl4) 

God evidmtl1' kept right on caua1ng things to ha.ppm to the 
' . 

fathers. Jacob, after dl 'Viding his camp and when he is about to ask 

fcradditional .dellverenoe from Clod, bases his ooni'idenoe in Ood on the 
• • I • • ;'· • '. • • • .• 

tact thl t He has done much for him in the past. 

' .. 
I mi not wort~ of all the ateadtnst mero.1.es and faith-

flM::Lc;~Hi.*i~ :.~u m;9 eh~ youzi'a~t: .. · .. ·. 
. . '. . . . ' . ' . . . ' . . .' . '• 

• .· .'..'.•,·• • ·.' l - • "\ ; , . .· ' ., '.\ ' . .-.· . - ;_ 

Mc:,reoV81'1 these deeds ·wen done after God lad promised to do thm 

· ··Whal we cane to Clod doing what he had prcnilad to David we reach 

the overlapping ot eateP"J,ea. ,Far DOif .the proad.a11.aN not,made,3111t 
. -· . . ... ~ . ..-.... 

to inll'Viduala mt to :lmivimals because Ood has a pul'pOBe wi~:the . . . ' . . . _,, ' : -

whole people to whioh this individual 'belongs (which he leads). Thue 

whm God keapa this promise, He has kept faith not 'only with 'the 'in-· · 
' ' . diTidual · ld.ng l:llt w:L th the llhole p eopla. · .· · •<- · :· -,~··, :, ,,, •• • • -· 

. . ,_ . t:'··i/i!/i•,· ':,·.·~;. .. ·.:._.--··J;·~~-
.. .. . . David, himseli'1 bas o,ntidmoa in Ood because of 'what God has 

done to Israel :ln the IBat Cd7a23,24). Hence, ha can have faith 1n 

',.'•·.-
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AJ¥l na, 0 Lord, you ore God and your wcrd J!!!l ]a l'g'.11ed 
sa c •wt> ••• Clli.412a>. 

am thus, at another tine, he can use wh·lt has just happened (Ood~s 

helping him to bring back the Ark) to p-aiae God tor how He has been 

i'aitht'ul to Israel and David can induce the people to "believe" so. 

also, When he 'SIY8 

they agree: 

Blessed are you O Lord tiroughoul; all eternity, 

And all the people said !'!£ !!!, true ( 1amen), praised be 
the Lcrd (lCh161,;), 

'l'hus David may have conf'idence in God when God says t 

Your house11-:,,ll1 be stable (:ne 1anan) and your reign ,..,, .. , .• e,l.6). . 
beeause Ha rail' pointed out to David through Nathan tba.t He was with 

13 
him wherever he went (lbid19), And thus he mey ask -- with o:>n-

tidenco .... since he kna,s and acknowledges that God has been with 

Israe.1 trom FQpt -that God keep His promi.set 

And now, 0 Lord, the thing which you promised unto your 
servant,.. 14 

1m j!·!?,! !!!£! (n 1amen) for over, and do as you promised. 

It is because God did as He said He would to David and let his 
• 

descendants blild the house, that the lucq descendant can have con

fidence whEl'l he asks, 1n la.~uage e:Lmilar to tlllt which his father 

And now God or Israel let the things which you promised 

28. 
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to your llll"Vlllt Da'Vid my father 90lllf true (ft 1pllllll\) 
(ll6126t2Ch 6'rl7)f 

that God keep anotmr of Rls promises to David. Th111 promille is that 

no one from Dav1d•s family wlll be cut off (ll8t2S). 

The reputation ot God's constancy to DaT.ld :lnfluenaed the 

paallllist as well as Iaaiah. The former :ln Pqlm 132 makea a very oon

rident statment 1 

The Lord swore unto Dav.1.d faithi'ull;y ( 1anet). 
He will not go back on His word (Psalm 1321ll4). 

And when Iaa:lah wants to convince the people that God will be 

faithful to them if they are to him, he picks what :ls evidently a 

pretty well !mown example of God's faithfulness :ln the past, 

Incline your ears an~ come to me, hark m and your soul 
llhall l:lve. 

And I. will sure]J mke an everlasting covenant with 
you. (So everlastlng in fact that it will be as) 
the reJ1sbl.e (!~'wrn,n) st~dfast ma-c:les of David 
(Isa1,ah·S5.t3). 

,,.-·--··----
Ne I eman~~, can be us4 for the good things which God 

does for a people, but also for His. pwlishments. For when Moses wants 

to show the people that unless they ra~rd God's law well, God will not 

rem1rd than well either, he uses a reference to Egypt (Deuteronomy 

2816o) after he sa;ysa 

P.nd the Lord will smite yau with wondrous plagues and 
Yolr seed. (they will be) great, sure ~ne•emanot) plagues 
and ev.ll sure (ne•emanot) sicknesses·· Ibidt59). 

It is open to question whether ne 1Elllan :ls Wied here just; to emphasize 

the soreness of the plagues or also for :I.ta oonnotat:lon of God being 

29. 
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taithflal to His purpose. Whatever the oaae, the point is oarr:l.ed that 

God lad been f'ait.hful to thie purpose in the past. 

On at least two <'CC&a1 one the P8&l,mist uses the fact that God 

has been constant to Il!lrael. in the pan aa a Sl'(Alnd tor oontidenae 

thlt He will continue Hie faitht'ulneae. In Plalln 98t 

He rananb_.ed His sure mercies and His tgi:thl}1£ss 
(perhaps lm£! .7d'Ul'DOl!l8 SltllDII~) to the tiouie' 0 r&al.e 
Look, all.'J sol' the e hat the salvation of our 

God (3)j 
; 

16 
he aays/whan encourag1.ng all the wcrl.d to praise God. 

Am t.hus again, the psalmist with Psalm 1171 

Praise the Lord all the nationsJ praise Hl.m all the peoples. 
For Be ha.a brought; to bear His sure merc:1.e s upon us, 
And the taithfulnel!ls ( •ant) of the Lord is forever. 

But perhaps the most et"u1site passage dealing with man 1s faith 

in God comos rran the Chronialsrt 

And Jehoshaphat stood and said, 11 Hear me O Judah and ye 
dwellers of Jeruaalan • . Raf (he'ltiri) on the Lord your Gode 

A you B ~!?J stable (v1te1amenu) 

or 

Put your confidence in the Lord your Ood.-t. 
And )'Oil shall be wcrthy or .confidence (111".Ief.ah 719). 

Put your confidence in H:ls prophets. 
Am proaper (20h 20120). 

These are the words of ·Jehoshaphat 11hm he wants to maourage too people 

to fight. Though he dooe not explio:lt.17 g:Lve thElll grounds for wl\Y the.1 

. should put their cont.1dmae in God, o xoept perhaps fbr the fact tmt he 

Cills Yahweh your God, we do knCM w}\y Jehoehaphat is coni'idmt. 

tgt., 
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Surely, you are our Ood;:r•Iou drove mt the inhabitants 
or this land trcm ba1'~e··70ui• people Israel and. gave it 
to th, seed or Abrahan, :,our etemal lover (Ipjdi7). 

Two items remain fat our consideration or 1'0od ma bem constant" 

as a groum for belief in~ now. Firs~ a pair or apooal1Pti.o pas

sages. In Ieaiah 10120, we find thl. t Ood will onae more rely on Israel 

faithf'1~. 

And on tbit day', the ranainder ot Israel,.,will no longer 
have to lea~ on its smiter, but rathal' on the Holy' One ot 
Israel._ 1n security ( •.emat). 

"On thlt day'," that is. How can Israel be sure? Because on that day 

Israel will havGmi what Ood has done, whioh, incldmtal]y, will be 

· even as He has done befc:re in too sl""8}1ter at Midi.an at the Rock or .... ' . 

Oreb, and at the sea with Egypt (Ibidt26) • 

Also in Isaiah 2S, when Ood is apokm of as one who will do such wond

rous things as wipe awar all tears and swallOW' up death ( 8), the . con

fidence in Ood 1s abili'tv to do this, which is e:iqressod in the ver:, 

first line or tl,ia chapter 

O Lcrd, you are my God. I wl.J.l exalt you and praise 
your mme. 

Fbr you mve done womrous things, Counsels from of t'.:.::ftlly7 ( '"'J™bl • ll..lL•urelz -

is based on the vecy many- things which God has done in the past 

(lbidt2f). -
The ol1ii&Y. or any study of man•s belief in Ood must be chapters 

43ft of Isaiah. In these chapters, in which God wishes to restore the 

• covenant am Israel 11 to its rightful place among the nati.ons," we see 

Ood in te1'1!8 or His purpose, His ability to carry out His purpose, and 

/ 
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w1 thout doubt, we see Him in terms of the fact that He has been carr;r

ing out this purpoae ainae l'IBll has knaim Him. But of all the wqa 

which God IXAlld choose fer man to mva conftdmoe in Hlm, He chooses 

knM~ what God aan do by- being ld.tnesa to what God has done. He 

dares others, &JV others, to cme forth and prove - with witneaoes -

tint t.hej" can announae "the r01n• things. n 

All the. nations are tl!thered together •• ,who among tlm 
can tell us or the fOl'Dllr thins a •• ,let than bring their 
witness and be just.Uied, (just) let than hear and 
8aY', "J;i jJ_ ~~J(.tan&t) (Isaiah 4319). 

'lllen he chooses His own 't7i tme::,es, Israel. 

You are my w1 messes, says the Lord, whom I have chosen, 
thl.t you raiglt knCM and .mm_™ Confidence (yl~-aJld.nu) 
in me, and you ldll und~tlat, I 8111 ffe, beore me 
no god was formed, and none shall be att.- me. 

Israel will be a w.1.tnesa to the only g«nuine Gode Th~ will know that 

He is sincere (lo~) to Hi.a purposeJ He has told thm bei'oreham what 

He is about to do. Israel will kn~ that He ms too ability to do 

what He has told them He is going to a:>J He will have Carried out Hi.a 

purpose befcre then. And Israa1. will know that God is "true" to Hi.s 

purposeJ having witnessed this pl'OOese they t-1:lll_ KN0,1 it to be true. 

Thus is Israel gtven a mighty foundation far its confidence in Ood, 

and thus ma God givm Israel a grwnd i'cr its continued e:xistence. 

Ard thus are grrunds established i'or God putting His confidence in 

Israel., 
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CHAPI'ER I -
MAN 1S CONFIDENCE IN GOD --

FOOTNCYrl'.S 

1 . . 
On the essential stability o~ God1s words and actions, 6f .. Psaln 119t60, 

The beginning of your lN>rd is truth ( 1 emet) 
and Psalm 33,4 

For straigbt or purpose (~) is the word of God 
His rr,ery: deed is ( done) Inl'iitbtulnees ( 181111fflah) 

2 Cf the well known opening midrash from Bereshit 
0

Rabab whioh points · 
the root as i omen and has the Torah say that it vas the instrument ot 
God's artistii\ (iemunato) when He built the world, that the Torah vas 
in fact the :ueprint. · 

3 Psalm 36,10. er. also 86111. 
Teaob me O God your mercy that I ma.r walk in the sureness 
( 'emet) or your word. 

I 

4 On the thane that God will not be. angry- for long er. also Mioah 7tl8-20. 

S verses 17 and 18. Cf also 2Ch 1,13, where Asa puts bis confidence in 
God. In Chapter II w will see more fully- that one of the grounds for 
God's confidence in man ia just thist that man shows be is w:S.lling to 
serve God. 

6 ct. Psalm 119:86. Again there is no qUestion or God's faithfulness 
to His purpose. But here the psalmist is afraid that justice is not 
ooming soon enough, that perhaps God figures He has all eternity to 
actualize His plans. 

7 'l'he z,oot daber oi'ten means promise. Cairpare the idimae(i~baldm 
davar and i*bapil davar as in 1S3sl9. One expression is the exiat 
opposite of the other. The root kum basically means to stand erect, 
not to rise. Therefore the firet"i'ir1.ca means smething (a promise) 
which is stable, affirmed, with corresponding antithetical meaning 
to the second idicm. See also the targum for Aramaic /cJlf/ 1-;> 

8 Cf the criteria of the Second Isaiah, Chapters 43 tr .P31,32, 
I 

9 See below, Chapter III, page 7 /, tor men putting their confidence in 
other 1118D when the other men have a special relationship to, tr1e 
backi ~ or, God, 

10 Two other interesting passages using migbt as a basis for ooni'idence 
in God couple •emet with shalan, They are 2K20:19 (also Isaiah 39) 
and Jeremiah 3316. In ne:ltber case is the •emet neoessarily'desor.Lb-
ing the relationship between men and _God. n does seem, however, that 
the shal0111willbe11emet (trustworthy, sure) because it comes from God. 
Or that the •anet will be 1emet for the same reason. Hezekiah 't,:hinks:oiio, 

it& ctCt:3/53 •e::+!:t;--, '··' 
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. 
11 Compare al.so Job 912 and 12120. 

12 er. oleo Deuteronoav 9123. · 

13 And lest God'• past aotione with Saul shake David 1e confidence in Ood11 
promiee, we have verse 1; •. · 

14 The'verm.oa found in Chronicles, !!!it it be BUre ia repeated. ct. lCb 17: 
23, 2; to 2S 7i2S. - - · 

lS Ct Psalm 891$0. Here the repuiation ot God ia known but, there ia no 
rec_ent actions to mpport this reputation. He still has confidence, 
however (S.3). The grounds may be the strength of that previoua re-
putation, or Hie Bi~oerlt7. · 

16 For an interesting side-light on what happens when all the ends or the 
earth know of God's past, 11eo I118iah SJil. Having seen bow He treated 
Israel in the past, they would naturallf expect God to be constant in 
His actions. 
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CHAPTER II -
GOD'S CONFIDl!ECE IN MAN --

The grounds for God's confidenoe ill man are two: man's relation

ship to God and man• s relationship to other men. 

Man's Relationship~!!!! 
r' 

We have seen that one of the most important questions in the 

mind ot man before be would place his confidence in God wass 11is Ood 

able to do what be seys he will do? 11 o:r course, man claims be oan do 

far less, but it is significant that throughout the Hebrew Bible, with 

one notable exception, the authors believed men fully oapable of doing 
l 

what God asks of th•• With the exoept,ion of the Book of Job when-

ever the root •amen is used with regard to the conditions under vbioh 

God would place His confidenoe in man, it is a definite asa11111ption 

that man is capable (and hence worthy) of the trust of God. 

Another idea in Job, bOVeTer does have its parallels in the 

rest of the Tanaoh. This idea is that trust in earthly oreatures 

does not depend on strength. 

Will you trust in him (the wild-ox) beoause his strength 
is great? 

Will you leave your labor to him? (Job 39sllv· 

Will you rely (ta1aminu)on him to bring home your seed, 
And to gai&ir from ;rour-1!breshing noor? (Ibid:l~)j 

for as tbe psalm.st s11ys in Psalm 14, · 

God is close to all who oall upon 11111 
To all who call upon Him in ••et (sincerely.) (18). 

It is :this qualii'yi.ng latter phrase which explains to whom God ·will be 

olose, in 'tlbom God will put His trust, whom God will want to help. Most 
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of this chapter will be deOYOted to explaining just what it means to 

call upon Ood in I net. For underlying the criteria by which God de

oidos whether or not to nut•His faith in man is whether or not D11111 

puts his faith in God. 

One Ol'itmon that God uses is the extent to which the man . r-. 
has put bis heart into the matter. Abraham seems to be the prototype 

For you found his heart steadfast (ne 1eman)betore you 
and you made a covenant irl.tb him to give 61:m the land ••• 
(Nohmah 9,ay 

1 

for remember that. Abraham put hiR faith in God ul.thout much question

ing. Mo grounds are Ltiven. 

ADIi he aut his faith (v1ho1mnin) in God and it was2 
reelii:Jno uniohim DB rigbteousneso (Ganeeis 15:6). 

The rstter of serving God with one's heart is also the key 

to Samuel's answer to the people, when, after they had wanted a king, 

there is still an opportunity for them to avoid punishment and enjoy 

• Ood1a favor. Says SamJel, 

Only !'oar the Lord and oerve Him ;a1thfully ( 1emet) 
with all ;your heart ••• (lS 12124). . 

And David wams bis son that the kind o!' serrice that God 

expects frcn Hia servants if they want Him to h~ve confidence in them 

is a service done betOl"e God in 1emet and with all one1a baa.rt and 

BOul (lK 214) I 

' j 

In order that the Lord ID81' keep Hie pranise which he made 
unto you, saying, 11let ;rour ohlldl'en watob their~ to 
walk before me ffithf'ul?J {b1 ellltt) witb all their heart 
and with all the r soiii. 1 
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In ~ct, when the paalmist in Psalm 78 relates how the people 

were unfaithi'ul. to Ood •s plans, he stlltes clearly that t.ho u:nll"ce of 

W•t:unfai th.t'ulnelS to God was the fact that their alleg:l.nnce was not 

rooted deep within their souls. 

And let them not be as their fathers, a rebellious 
generationel;iattiladtdtnott:aJre its hcrt steadfast 
nor its sp:lrit'i'aithful•(natpnah) with.God (8).-" 

/ 

for they were echad b'l&v v•:?ooad bfcm. 4 
. -· 

Far they were treaomrous with their mouths and lied 
to H1.m with their tongues (36). 

Am theu, heart was not steo.di'ast with Hlm. 
· Am they· ware not fai thi'1.1l (pa• mganu) to His covenant 

(37). . . 

. But what could be more explicl t than the psalm· ascribed to 

David ai'ter Nathan had pointed out his sin with Bath-aheba? 

Behold you des:lre fai thfulmss ( •anet) for the iruard 
parts. 5 

Make me to !mow wisdom in my inmost heaiir (8) • 
.,,1, 

. 
A secom criterion tlat God ';olcnld use f~ tcstl.~ how much con-

fidence He oan place in !ll!lD nows naturally !'ran the .first. For ii' 

the f'irst er.I. ter.l.on was how deeply within his heart a man will be re

liable, then the second er.I.ten.on is how much tugging this hoe.rt can 

take. In other 'WOrda1 in time of trwble how patient a nan will be 

in waitine for God's help. 

Miriam and Aaron can not wait to be told everything throo.gh 

Moses, and thq murmur against him. God answers that He speaks to 

others in dreams atv:i visions but to Moses face to faceJ for he is un

like the ot;hers r 
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In all • house, ~ servant Moses is (most) ~liable 
Cne•ffllan) (Nwmer1 l2s7). . 

And when Moses can not wait for the water and does not follow the oom

mand ot God exactly', God losea ·aOIIIB ot His confidence 1n him too, 

Because you did not !!!!I c:;edenge in me (be1manttm) 1 you will not brirJg thla peop e to the 1ud which I have 
given' to them (Ibid, 20112). · · · 

.. 
_This • confidence in Ood which He is seeking, that he 111!1.Y' know 

in whc:m to put Hls confidence, is mp reseed in Psalm 31. 

In Jour hand I will entrust 11\Y' spirit, You have re
. deemed me O Lord, the reliable { 1emetJ Ood ·(6). . 

Many times throughout this psalm, the psalrn1ot t111phasizes hai he IBs 

wai tad far the Lord in times or adversity,. And he concludes by ad

vising others to do likewise, tor. Ood will be faithful to those wio 

place their confidence ( 'flllUIWII) in Him. 
" 

love the Lord all Hl.s god],y ones. . 
The Lord pres81"9es the faithful. ones ( 1ammim) ••• {24). 

In another psalm (91) this idea is broadened. God's •emet 

seems to be a sort of mgio air which envelops him who 'will seek 

shelter in God, affording the "believer" protection. 

He will cover you with His pinions. 
And um.er His wings shall you take refuge. 
His reliability ( 1emet). is a shield and buckler (4). 

But it must be Emphasized once more that all this faithfulness which Ood 

is tdlling to shou to men is done because the men are Willing to put 

their confidence in Gode 

38. ~ 
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Because he has desired Me, therei'ore will I deliwr him. 
I will lift him high beoause he knows D\Y' name (J.4) • · 

Another criterion by which Ood can tall the i'aithi'ulness of 

His people is the extent to which they- have'coni':l.denoe in His mir&clee. 

We 1-Ye already mentioned the passage in which the people are quicker 

to "believe" a i'al.ae report from r ellov men than to 11believe11 in God 

'Who h9:a done wondrous things, providing their needs in the midst of 

the wilderness (Numbers lluJ1). And though !'or lli.s nmne•s sake Ood 

does not destror them, He does lose con1'1dence in them and does not 

permit that generation to inherit the promised 1am. 6 

Psalm 78, to which there bas already been an allusion, des

cribed the people as unfaithful because their faith was not deep with

in thetr heartsJ 1 t alao prov.l.de1:1 enmples of haw the people manifested 

this superficial faith. Twice the psalm:lot tells how the people did 

not "rely" on the miracles or God. 

For you di.d not put yo« coni'idanae (he1eminu) in God, 
Nor trust in His salva on (22) •. 

With all this, still they.sinned 
And did not .JlS their coni':l.dence (he1em:l.nu) in His 

wonders l 32) • . 

It ie a psalm that describes, chronologica~, God's search for 

fai·~ht'ulnese in His people. As .the psalm1 st describes it, it is trial 

and error, at least until He finds David. For David shepherded themt 

according to the integrl ty oi' his heart ( 72) • 

The author of Psalm 40 also is aware that God's law must 

roach to hio 11innermost parts" (9). But he seams to feel that God 

wants more than just a rapport. He se81118 to i'eol that Ood thinks it 

39. 
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important that the man who 1s in suoh rapport with Ood advertise his 

feelings/ 

I did not hide your righteousness in the midst ot JV" heart. 
I have declared th1' faitht11Jpep C 'emunatoha) and ~ · 

aal. vation. 
I have not concealed :,our sure mercies or ~ur r,liab1J1ty; 

( 1amitcha) from the great congregation (11)/ 

if he wants God to be conoemed with hims 

You, 0 L@rd will not 'Withhold your compassi011B from me. 
Let ycur sure mercies and re]ie b1J1tg; ( 1amitcha) pre

·serve me ahlays (12) • . 

Both II Isaiah and Jerentl.ah on at least one occasion think 

likeiid.se. In the £amous servant song that appears in the 42nd chapter 

or Isaiah there. can be no doubt that God will not bo satisfied with a 

servant that ia fai thi'ul in heart but does nothing about it. There 

can be no doubt but that Ood e:xpects him to 11publish11 this •emet.7 

A similar idea is 8J4)ressed in chapter 2.3 or Jeremiah, where 

God serves notice on the £alee prophets that He is well aware of' their 

message which leada people away from Hira. He is sort or disgusted 

with their naivete, that they mifµt think that He is unable to discern 

who is a false prophet and who is a 11true11 prophet. He :ls willing to 

let these false prophets tell their dreams - as dreanw, but He also 

expects the faithi'ul prophets to speak out • 

The prophet who has a dream. let him tell the dream. 
And t.'lte one that has nu word, let him speak it .i'aith

.tull:y; C•emot) (2.3,2a). 

In the past fa, ref'~ences, the perspective has shirted slight

J.;y. Starting 'With the importan.ce of the right attitude, one that is 



t. 
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whole and unswerving, the diacuasl.on has begun, more and more, to place 

the emphasis on putting this right attitude into action. 

There is much evidence to shOlf that one ot the most important 

ori ter:La by which Ood decides ii' a man is i'ti thi'ul and thorei'ora wort~ 

of His confidence is how this man acts. These actions, as will bo 

shown, must exhibit whole-heartedness t~ards Ood. Man•s actions must, 

on the one hand, contain none that show the heart directed to an:, 

other God, and their actions must, on the other hlmd, by their con

sistency, show tbit they are directed to God with firmnosa. 

In t.ha psalm that appoo.r~ in DeuteronOII\Y 321 God says tlnt 
. lr, th-:; 

the peopl.o ot ·Isl'aal contain no. grounds for coni'idenoe in them 

•• .I will hide ii\'{ .i'a.oe trom them■ I will tell what 
their end will be. 

For they- are a generation that is perverse, children 
.·. on whom one cannot reJ;y; ( 'E!lllUp) (20}/' . . · 

because they a.ctiv~ served other objocts or devotion (Ibid1l6,17,21). 
. . 

The .gro_unds on· which God will put His confidence. in Jeroboaa 

so that the latter's house will be firm with the stability of God's 

faith is that he ·guard God's commandments even as David didt 

And it will be that if you harken to all which I canmand 
you and walk in nw way and do what is straighti'orvrard 
in nzy- ayes, guarding my statutes ne David 1111 servant did, 
then I will be with you and I shllll buil4 for you a 
J!table (ne•anan) house as I built ror David, and Ill. wi'I{ 
glve ;vou Israel (lK llt3B) • · 

As David did in comparison to Solomon, that is. For the latter dis

tributed his ooni'idenoe 811\ong many- other gods (Ibid133). 

Arter reviewing uhat oonfidenoe God has alreaey put in Israel 

by retelling what He has done £or them, Joshua too, explains that 

41. 
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serving Ood ~ •emet 

And now fem- the Lord and 88Z'Y8 Him With integnty and 
steadtaatb' (b t emet~ • • 

rneo.ns not serving other gods: 

paw,ee&1,iii:ii•*a"'r ~· I 

••• and put mmy the other god& which ;your fathers Bdl'recl 
aC'.ross the rive!' in Egypt, and serve the Lard (Joshua 241lh). 

And Jeremiah and Hosea., using the poetic imagery famous in 

t.'1eir respective styles., each :find ttin.t a sine gua .!!!!! far God•a re

:cying on Israel is a sincerity of worship that is marked by a st.abi

lity of devotion to and faith in God alcne. 

Thus Jeremial1 to thoae lolho go ai't8l" the baalim, the no-gods, 

I hail planted yt.u a noblo vino 
Whol.zy a faithful ( 1omet) seed. 
HOY has it turned into a degenerate pl.Mt - a strange 

vine (2121) (er • .!P.!,gs a,n,18,2.'.3)~ 

Th\13 Jerem:i ah to those who build high places., sacr!U.'ice thc:l.r 

children and pollute the •remp1e, 

And you said unto them, this is the nation that did not 
harken unto the voice or the Lord its God, nor reccl.vcd 
correction. Fai thi'ulness ( 1emunah) is i:e1'1shed and 1a 
cut ofi' from thoir 1,10uth (7r2B). ccr. Ibids 29-31) 

Thus Hosea· to those t-rho mouth the names of the Baal.inn 

And I will betroth you unto me forever. 8 And I 'Will betroth you unto IDB through ri l#lteousness , 
justice and sure mercy. 

And I 1411 betroth you unto me through faithfulness 
( •amph~. 

And you will know tho Lord (Hosea 2r2l-22) (er. Ibid; 
18, ff). . 

And thus also Hosea to those who rather than in the stable God 

' ' -
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put their aontidenoe in such things as winds are made of 

Ephraim bas surrounded 1118 with lies, and thA house ot 
Israel. with dece:l.t. · · 

Judah still is w8j'Vll'd with Ood and with the Holy One 
Wllo is raliabJ.t (ne•eman) 

In ,three different atatanents, U.ek1ah's actions oonoerning 

Ood are describe as •wt. When he asks to be allowed to live longer 

he ola1ms he has walked be:fbre Ood in •emet• 

I beg· ni' y-ou, 0 Lord., romeml,ar how T. hnva walked be!'are 
you faith.1)fl.1Y {b•emat) and with t. ateadfast heart ••• 
{2K 20:3). 

Hi.a tearing down of. tho high places and other objonta that ndght have 

·:.,~ii.aed the hmrts of Israel i'rOlll pln<:ing all their confidence in God 

alone in well knoliln (2K 18:4-6). 

In tho other tuo rei'erenoes, however, the 1emet which explaim 

the ~cter of his actions towards God in the pasts 

And Hel5ek:l.tlh did thua in all Judah, nnd he did wha.t 
· vaa good and ateadfaot and 1aoYal ( 1gt) bei'are the 

Lord., God (2 Ch ,31:201/ 

is much 1110re comerned with doing God 1s c0l1111aildments :ln the correct 

Dlm?ler than wlth mixlng thEIU with obsei.-vanoes of other gods (2Cht29 ff).9 

The Deuteronomiet also saw thnt God wa.s concGmed with His 

p~ple's doing His conmiandments whole-heart~r, that is, not just 

some or them, but all or them., and in just the manner He war.ited thEl'Jl 

to be dono. The Lord could be relied upon to put Hie conf'idence in 

And you will lm<M that the J.ord your God is the God the 
reliable (ne•~) god that guards the covenant and 
sure mercy 

4.3. 
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to cert:rl.n men, that i■ 

to those who love Him and keep Bi■ commandments wito the 
thousamth generation (DeuterOllQI\V' 719). 

l! 

And there is the added injwioti.on thlt they- should keep the 00111 a 1ment■ 

which he camnands the people, 

And you shall keop the · camnandment and the atatutes and 
the Ol'dinanoes which. I command you this day ••• 

not just in their hearts, but 

to .do them (Deuteronoiizy- 7 ill)• 

The probably Dautaronomio insertion in Jeremiah ll corrobo

rates this idea that God wiJJ. keep His coni'idenoo with tJ1oae who are 

o.~ct in followine His Jau. 

Cursed is the mnn who l·dll not harken to the worda of 
this 'covenant \-7hioh I commanded their fathal's., .saying 
harken unto r.r:, voice and do c.ocording to all which I 
cammand you. l.nd you sh;µl be unto 111e for a people 
and I will bo unto you for a God, in order that I mi~t 
.fulfill tho oath which I made unto your fathers to 
give them tho land••• (Jeremiah J.lr.5). 

' 

And Jeremiah is mn.de to say- that he 1'bel.i.ovca11 this sincerely. 

And I answered, and aaid, it is ao ( 'a.men) O Lord 
(IbidJ. 

Ood losos confidence in and rejects the eons 0£ Eli and keeps 

His confidence in Samuel because of their respective aat.i.ons with re

gard to i'ulfilling Ood 1s conma.mments, The sons of Eli S.1'8 rejected 

because they make light oi' Ood•s law (18 2133 ££). For who.t Ood real

~ wants is to raise Himself up a 

I "II -
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steadfa~anan) priest who will do according to what 
la in my and in my mind, and I will build him a 
l!m (ne' eman) house, and he will walk before me, aa nv 
ino!nteci forever (Ibid:3S). -

Unlike the sons or ~, Spuel had God's tavor. In tact, it 

was lllid tlat 

••• all Israel knew ... that Samuel was st(fQ,dfast (ne•ernen) 
ae a prophAt before the Lord (IS 3120) 

for after he grmr up it t-1ttB said, 

The Lord 'Has with him and he did not let i'all to the 
Ef'-'ound arr;- of His wordn~ (l.S 3 :19). 

From the point of view of the psalter, the matter (soo foot

note 10) is quite one of i'reo will, or better, desire on the part oi' 

the individual man to want to learn how to be fa1thf'ul, to want to 

learn how to do all or Clod's oonmnndnlents. 

In Psa.JJ\l 2.5 for instance, the ps.,lmiat asks to bo lad in 
'. 

God 1s •emet. 

Lead me in your ftcthi'ulnes:.1 ( 1nmitoha), ;md teach me 
that y-ou are t.'10 od of my salvation. For. yon I have 
waited all the dny (5) • 

He wants to be in league with God's fa.ithi'ulncss. For he 11believes11 

that Ood 's fai thful.ness extends only to him who shows himself to be 

a person in whom Ood ean place His confidance by showing this with 

his actions. 

All the paths of the Lord are reliable morcies 
(ohesed v1emet) 

To those who preserve His co~<.mant ond His 
test.:l.monies (10). · · 
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Thus, also in the mananoth Psalm ll.9, noted for its emphasis en 

praising God's law, the paalm1Rt asks, over and over ~, that ha m-t 

learn more of God's wayo. For he considers doing God's ways the proper 

way in which to show Ood He C!lft place His confidence in him, 

I have chosen the reliable ( (,11) way, I have set 
(bei'CIL"a ine) :rour ordinances JO • 

He continues, asking that God o.11.ow h:l.rn to be a source of confidence, 

And do not complote.1,y take i'rom 11\Y mouth the reliable word 
(davnr 1emat)., 
For i hope in your ord:l.rl.!lncos (43) • 

And he claims that ho ie wor·hhy to be or ranain a person in whom God 

can place His conf:l.denoe beeaUGe he has had confidence in God's WBYS• 

Taaoh mo good sense and knaAlcdge, 
Because in your conunandments have I put !!!l cont'idenoa 

(he•emanti) (66). -

But if Psalm 119 ia well lmcru-n for its EB11phanis on keeping 

Ood 1 s laws, it is as well known for its anphasis on keeping them so 

that a man rooy ·find the right o.nd just wa::,. That is, so that he may 

be also a source of confidence to other men. That men would be wlll

ing to put their oonfidenco in anothor mall. is also a criterion through 

which Oocl decides in which men to put His con.f'ldence. 

Man's Relationship to othfF il2e 

.In inkling of how God e:iq,eots men to treat men is gl.ven us by' 

the author oi' Proverbs. In a context filled with .. the importance of 

honesty and uprightness in tho relationships among men, ho says 
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,An abomination to the Lord are lips ot faleeness. 
But those who do reliable ( t mph) actions are Hia 

desire (12122).ll 

Why elso would the author or Psalm 101, when he is womering when God 

will come to him ( 2) try to prove his fa! thf'ul.neas by saying 

lt' eyes arc with the reliable (ne•emaniln) of the land 
that they may- dwell with me. 
\olho walks in the l7ay of integrity will serve me (6). 

And. othortdse, would 'the author of Psalm 26, in asking God to be a 

source of stability to him, try to show his stability in God's 1emet, 

by proving that his walking in God's 1emet has meant not. ,.,al.king with -
tha uni'aithi'ul 

For Your steadfast inel•oies are set bei'ore ley' eyes. 
I he.ve walked continually in Your right l!il,Z (.~amitcba) (.3) • 

I have sat neither with :false rr.en')r with dissemblers, 
I hate the congreg,ation of evil doers e.nd will not 

dwell with the wicked {h). 

It is natural to a"tpeot tlint1o.ssooia.tod w.Lth the i'eeline that 
{ 

God will 11s"tand behi1ui11 ~ho:Je rnen who are f'nithi'ul t,o other M/would 

be the feeling that God would r~118 rd the faithful Hith Iris faith in 

·· the.'1'1. And, in :fnct, that He would p~sh the 'IUli'ni tht'nl by -..ri th• 

drawing His f'pJ. thrul protection i'ron1 than.• .if not b;r some more overt 

action. This is why the author of' Psalin 37 can give anotier1.ng God's 

requests as the rulo by which one 01111 bo sure that God will be re

liable 

~ (ba.tah) in the Lord and do good.· 
Iiiell in the land 

1
ma1ce a companion of fai thtu.lneso 

( 'anunah) (3)/ I 

l 
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tor, says the p18lm1at, throughout his lite he never uaw 

The ridlteoua man forsaken, nor his seed 11eeking bread (2S), 

David used the BaJlle rule when ha wanted God to realize how taith

i'ul he had been to God's anointed, hoping that thie would now •• ,a ae 

a basis for God's protecting him A-om His anointed. 

The !Drd Will return to a man his righteousness and his f:Ml?QiJMas ( •ermmato). For he has given 10u :into m,r 
is day and I have not wanted to stretch out r.v 

hand against the anoiutad or tha Lord (1S 26123), 

And Ezekiel used this rule when he related God •a refutation of 

the sour grapes provmtu 

Who does not lend on interest, nor take an:, increase., but 
keeps his hand back from iniquity-, who executes reliable ji:ffluta (mislu>at-•emet) betwean men. Whowalki !i zv-
s u ea and keeps ~ ordinances to do them ~ (~) 
He is righteous~ He willqsureq live ••• (Elekie!""l8t8';9f.12 

Actually', "executing reliable judgments between men," as a 

ground for God's having coni'idenae in a man vas pointed out by more 

than one prophet, Zea~ tells the people that what proves to God 
·.,' ;., . 

the nature of the faith or mortals is not their &&crif.l.cea (7s4 tr), 

but rather, N1I he 

Thus said the Lord, f~thful ;l;ifT'}tg (mishpa!i.J•t) 
and steadfast mercy an compass onate acts sho !llan 
do with one another ( lbid1 7t 9) • · ·· · 

Consistent is Zochar:lah, whoo he tells the people what they must do to 
. . .. /I ' 

have God back as thair ~stay onae more. 

sp;.,!'\L1i (&emet) with one another, ..!!li!!k! 1'831a!!, 
ju _._ la<! ,l2 ! atabl.e socie\y (!iiit u1m1. t-
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ahalcg ~hift:I) 1n your gates (Ib1d1 8116).13 

. ~ 

Isaiah found that Ood could not rely on a o1 tu in which men were 

unfaithful to one anothmo. 

How is ~sm (ne•·) ci t7 become a harlot. 
She was o ustiaeJ '8owmee• 
lodged in her, and nc.w lllUN9Nl'9 (Iaaiah lt2l). 

While the author of Isaiah lt26 knew that Ood would first have to re

store judges upon whom her people could rel;r before He could r~ upon 

Jerusale1111 

And I will retum yc,ur judge• aa they were at first 
and your counselors as at the beginning. 

After this will ~u be called a ci t7 of justice, a c:l.'t7 
of faithfulness (.!einuna1v • 

And the author oi' Isaiah 5914 saw that a s1 tuation between man 

and man where .there VA• no contidenae in stable things 

No one calls (to judgment) in righteousness, there e, De 
reliable judp~ ( 'ei.n ~ b1pmah) ·. . 

There is trusting in van:1. ty' and speaking of llee 
They conceive evil and bring forth iniqui.ty. 

produced a situation between lllllll and God charaateriraed bf an impasse, 

· ••• your 1111.quitios have separated you frolll your God••• 

And this impaose prevcmted God .f'rom evon wanting to put His i'ai th in a 

people so non-etablea 

And your sins have caused him to hide his face i'rcan you 
and not to listen to you (Ibidt 2). 

But judging, of course, is onl.1 one aspect oi' the relationships 
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between men. God in seeking men upon whom to re?,,Y would expect that 

all relationships between men would be of the nature ot Kemet. · For 

truth is the fluid in the spinal column ot life, and when it dries 

up, pr;oportion is lost and nothing appears at:raight ( 1 i~e•). And 

when 

then 

And when 

even 

justice is tumed away- backwards, and righteousness 
stand1 afar, 

faithfulness( •emet) has stumbled in the street ••• 
(Ibid1i4). . -

stability ( 1 emet) is lacking, · 

one who avoids evil will find himself prey (Ibid115). 

Therefore, in the land . where there is no 'emet between 111an 

and nan but rather 

swearing and lyil'f: and killing and stealing and oom
mittirig of adultery has broken forth so t hilt there 
is blood all wer (Hosea 412), 

then men have provided God with no cause fer oonfidenoe in them but 

rather 

God has a bone to pick with too inhabitants of the land 

since 

' ,,. 
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There is no reliabili&, (•emet), no steadfast kindness and 
no knowledge or God ( dll). 

But if they will obey His commandment to "lave peace and 

security, 11 then He will show Hls confidence in them by tumine their 

fasts into teute (Z11.::hariah 8119). i\s the peal.mist put it, the man 

who is a source of oonfidenoe, m will enjoy the confidence of' the 

LordJ indeed, he will dwell in His holy mountain. 

Who will dwell in, your tent, and who will dwell in your 
holy mountain? 

.••• he who walks in inte&rity, who works righteousness l4 
and who speaks 11truth 11 { 1emet) in his heart, (Psalm l.$12). 

And, as the wise rather said to his son 

Let .neither steadfast mercy ncr f'nithfulness ( 1emat) 
• forsake you. 

But bind them about your neck and write than on the 
tablets of your heart (Proverbs 313). 

. !nd ~=!':;iNd:cr,:: ,;:~!;~4: ,!~!s 8~
8n~; ::·:wm 

Ant!. you vllJ. t,e cons:l.d8!'8d tidtbM by God and man. 

Ood 1s confidence in man depends on man 1n proving tl,nt he :!.s 

wortey of this confidence. He oan prove this worthiness by showing 

the reliability of his words and actions with respect to both God 
' 

and mari. In .bis relationship to Ood, man. showa God bis reliability 

by giving evidence t:r, God that he is un_swe,:-gly loyal to Him. In 

bis relationship to other men, man sh~s God~ reliabilit7 by' giving 

evidence to God tb9 Obher 1nen can rezy on him. He l)ffl(ls his lo;yalty

by avoiding the ~ ot ~ther gods_, by doing all of God1 s ways, and 

by telling other people about God' e ways. He prO'les that other men 

can r~lf on him by' avoiding tbe gathering~ of the wioked, b7 associat

ing only' with the righteous and by speaking the truth and doing justice. 
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CHAPl'En II 

OOii•s CONFIDENCE m MAN ------
FOOTNarm 

1 
Job 1511~, 16, and 418. 

2 ~ ' ~ . 
The·use ot rigbtee>us here is curious. ct. Isaiah 2612 where the 
nation to enter His gates shall be a righteous one and is called 
one that keeps faithful deeds (shomer 1amnim) • 

.3 Notice, by the way-, that in the rest or the sentence we h~ve a cross 
reference to the first chapter. The grounds which Samuel sets up 
for why the people should serve God ares 11For see all which he has 
made· great before you. 11 

4 Tabludio expression aptly describing those who say one thing and do 
another from Pesachim 11.31.b 

S Notice also that in Psalm 5417 when David asks !iob~af.act,ic:e"il15!1;;'··: 
fl'an God against his enemies, he only dares ask tbia !or l!eleels . 
that unlike them be (1mplioit1y) has set God befwa him (5lu5,6). · 
Ct. also Solomon in 1K J: 6 who appeals to .God saying hie .f.l.lt!:.:-:.~ 
was straightforward· lll -.. heart • 

. , . , .. ,, .. •.,; 

f Notice that imlllediatel;r after thin, (e aays that le will le-Ii Caleb 
go. For he has prown himself trustwort~ by his spirit in the 
past, and also by his past actions (Numbers 14: 24ft) • 

• 
7 Isaiah 42rl-4 Here· is m;y servant whom I uphold 

My chosen one in whom I delight 
I have put m:, spirit upon himJ 
He will publish the truth among the no.tions. 
He will not ocy nor sh.out, 
He will not raise his voice outside. 
He will break no crushed reed, 
Quench no dim wick. 
In faithfulness (le1emet) he will publish the truth. 
He hfmseil' "1111 neither fade nor be broken 
Until he establish truth on earth 
The coastlands wait for his teaching. 

~t .. . . 

•. ,. Translation from Prophetic l~nitb in Isaiah, Sheldon Blank, Harper 
and Bros., New York, 1958. -

0 The th- or righteousness which makes its appearance here as a 
ground ror God's coafidence in man will be discussed more fully 
below. · 

I 

9 ct also 20h 3211 11 Ai'ter these faithi'ul deeds ( 1emet) 11 

JO This sentence is ver:, ambiguous both in the Hebrew origi ml and in 
its English translation, i.f we for1J1t about capitalizing pronouns 
that refer to God. For•we must ask WHO did not let fall to the 
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gr01ll¥l WHOSE words. Since the i'irst halt oi' the sentence 11eeu to 
imicate that Samuel hfd 0od 1s close help, we might say that tbe 
WHO refers to God. Bu.t ii' so, then there is the oonnotation that 
God controls, or at least can oontrol, the faithfulness ot those 
in when He wishes to place His confidence. It is well to note 
though that one who dOQl.tJl!m hipil cJaDt is the aame aa one who 
m1em df!N'e See(lieiail,) page //---;--The interpretation give 
to this passage here,·&s·can be seen _from the oay,ital letten 
used :ln the tranalation i11 that it is Samuel who keeps •erect• --.. 

; and f'1rm the orders of God. g,,,_~,/J.)1~ , 1~~-
:.'' ~-o-,.(,~ 

,';~ Pityj';poor Jeremiah mo had to deal w1 th both a d v tlat oontainad 
'-" 110_ .~ (~uatwortN,nass) (5:l)and people that spoke tala~ . 

to ~2,3 • 
12 Comi»,re. Proverbs 1616 where iniquity rathar than baS.ng punished 

can be atoned for through chesed y•pet. 

13 Compare Avot 1118 which quotes this varse when seyings On three 
~ings the world stams, on 1anet on justice ard on peace. 

14 Cf. Isaiah 33a4t>-6 and Psalm 24, Al.ao see Malachi 216 tar further 
evidence that God expects 1emet and righteousness in the moalt;of 
him who is to dwell in his &o]i mountain, Here God sets up what 
he expects from the ideal ~est. 
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_ _ : . : .. _ CIIAP'lm III ;' . .. i .: 

· · .. _ HAN•s cOHPmEt«:E l!,JWi-· 

:: In q reapeote the srounds far a nan's oonfidenoe 1n other 
'.· ' : .· ·. . . . '' ... -. . . 

·, ""•· 

men ~re aim:llal" to the growds far God's confidence 1n men. A hint. 
' • • • ·., r • • • • ' ~ • •' • .., • • • 

,_ .. ,-,_ 

ot this 11m11a'"1ty app~ in tht.1 cloaing of the laet ohapt_.. A 
·. . 

tathar _adnaes his son that it he did not let. •••t or eteldtut 
. . . 
ld.ndne■s farsake him, but rather bound thaia about his neck and wrote 

the. on the tablets ot his heart, then he would find favor in the 
. . . 

sight or God and nan.' God_ and man are here equated as to what, thfl" - . ,-• , 

seek in lllllle" 

We 1411 sea that as God •s confidenae 1n an depends on man.•a _ 
. ' ·, ' ' '. ·i' .... · ..• · ' · .. ,.,••. 

. ~ . . ' : ' ... '·' . . . 

relationship to mn as well as on H1a relationship to God, so Jllllll'a 
. , ,· ' .- " _... ' . -·~· ' . . . ·, .. · . .,, . . . '. . 

confidence in man depems on ~•s relationship to man and Ood. 
' 

HeP', RtWt2'!!rtr .l5l Hen 

At the be~ ot our d1sC111sion of ~ •·~ ~nfi~~~e in God, 

we tried to show through the Ulll.ogy- of the littJ.e ·bo1 an~ his blocks, 

that before man could have confidence ·1n ariy act of God, he first had 

to have conf'idenoa that these acts were performed in a struoture that 

was itself stable. For o~ if DBD "believed" that the univ .. •• va■ · 

phyr,iaalJ1 stable aould he "believa" that what God was doing, va■ 

bal.ng done on solid grounl, ao to speak. · 1'!t11l"al4', an action c,c,n

tl'81'7' to the basic order ot the structure would b;r its nature pro

dlloe inatab1llt1. It the overall structure••• sta~l•, bawever, then .. ,. 

the fruits or actions made within that order, Jr~ that tbeJ' too 

were stable, would contribute to the ltal>U,1t7..ot.the.,~ Ol"der. 
. . ' 

Ia a disoussicm or man•a confidence in mm, th .. e ia an &Mlog-
- . 

.; 
i 

i ;; 
l 



ous s:l.tuati~n. )l'he or~ with llhidl ve vill.:be conaemed; however, ii 

mor~ ri~t p~Nl •. i:, 1a • ·-11 order vhioh allO giv• nabW.tq to 

the,:world, stabllit:,, to be mere mraot, to the relationahips between 

mm and men. Men who are not moral,· who do things oontral')' to the 

nat.ura ·or the mcnl order, will produce a 1ituation marked b7 iutabl• 

11~1, marked by a lack of oonft.dmoe in the relationship1 .of 111D and men. 

And those whose actions are moral, are tbmiaelves in ha1'1110!\Y' vi.th the 

- moral ·order, thEtV are stable, are 110urces of ccnfidenaa tor their fel

low man, an:1, in i'aot, contribute thrcngh thalr actions to the overall 

moral order. But unless man believed thlt the vorld was so ordered 

moral.17 as to prarlde an intrinsic stability to a particular vay ot 
' acting, tmm, man oould have no con.t1dence that if a human be1ng acted 

. . 

in that pa.rtiaular vay, rat.her than in some other manner, he could place 

his confidence 1n that human balng. 

There are IIBJIY' i-saagea in the Book of . Proverbs to suggest the 

belief that a certain wq or liv.lng by' its var:, nature provides stabi

lity 1n intar~human relationships •. For instance in l.4122 :ls the ccn

cept. of an intrinsic mat"al order which if follClfed produces stability 

and if not, produces error alll inseaurity. 

Those whoae devices result in evil (produce the question) 
will they not stray? 

Am those whose devices result in good (produoe) a· 
steadfast kindness that is reliable (cheaed v•ernet). 

In this passage the result or tho actions or those who follow the 

moral order· is fl stable order in which one can have contldence. 2 In 

28120, ,the idea is that those people who are stable, and in whom one 

can place his . coni':l.dence, act in such a. vay- as to help assure the 
,. , .. 

moral crder. 
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It 11 MJ!I! ** 

·";.•·, 
-.. Tha.•n,,o!,'·faitb.1'll deeds {tpun4■), be abound•'in ~-,,. i.s.}•,~ 
' ;!, blusinga. · ·. ·· - - , . · 
·_But.tb~.one.~·obaatana to beocae rioh,·he wUl:•not 

· be" held guiltless. 

It .is implic:lt_ tbl:t one who hastens to become rich will do things which 

are vortbf ot punishnant, which certainly do not bring bleasinga,to the 

world. And neh a nan ia in definite contrast to one whose deida in-'· 
I 

spire oont.ldenoe. There ia a decided contrast between the frllits ot · 

the actions or a IIBll in whom one can place aonfidence and the. fruits 

or a man1a_ actions whose desires make him untruatwcrtey. 
•, ' 

The fruits or the actions ot a man who 1a not reliable are 

well deaoribed in 11113. 

The man who goes about as a talebearer will reveal secrete 
. But he that is 1tabla (ne•eman)· in spirit covera!.things up. 

What is more important for the stability of human relationships, what 
' 

ia, mor,·. important tor establishing confidence between man and man, 
. .', 

than···discretion? 
. ' 

.•• ~Unlass it is that a man who is entrusted with a mission 

shoiil.d be faithful to his semer, For in a time that lacked •• 00111-

muniaation, where travel vaa tedious and dangerous, the,Jllll _in vim', 
• • ..•• ·· .. ' ·- ... ,:·,.(:•. ·::_. 1:_·.·_._ .• ~ •. ~'_/: '.'',t:,:'\,:,•::"l 

confidence could be placed lllU3t have been prised. ·. Tvo:passag11,-in:, 1 •• < 

Pro,..bs refer to the fruits of faith1'ul messengers. In 13tl7 tor 

instance •,there is the aomment, 

. An evil messenger will tall into trouble. 
But the ambasso.dcr who is taitbtul (~) hlll.s. 

And in 2Sal3 . . :•.; •.. f. ' ,· 
. : \ ·, -·:··!: ~ ,; '; ... 

. J'-;;/_.?--,, · · ~·/,, __ .,; ·,: · .. · _:- : __ · ·~·-. - : ... ·'•\}/;·~~;·.\l.~f~1.r,~;\ . J,'3.:i\t· -'i.\;~/\':';:'.·-:. 

Like · the aold··ot the snow in the day of the haneat 
Is the faithful (ne•wen) messenger to his senders. 



i , 

The,'remaindll' of this verse my ba a glo1a beoau■e it_ breaks the 1111tel'1 
' . ' : . 

t~io~: of this p.-t of th~ chapterJ it explains the l1ndle1 

He refreshes the soul of his masten. 

· ' .. ·,:··ret it is probably in the courtroom ttat ve find be■t fN1Rl11ed 

tlul\'pattern that people who are tl'Ultvorthy, people who implN ~ 

tfci.:U., are those whose actions are DK11t in line with the moral order, 
. ,•· .. 

that'·tha fruits or thm actions add stabllit:, to that order • 
.. 

He who breathoe forth fai thi'Ul.ness ( 1emWl&h) will 
·. · relate righteousness. 

But the witness of falseness (utters) deceit 

says· 17132 ae it olearly defines the fruits of mcm in when one ~ 

place ~•a coni'idanae as compared with the fruits or men who oan not. 

be trusted. Falseness aan do naught but make orooked and unaure the 

relationships beween men. For lies are miarepresentationa of reality. 

The:, ore not •true• to realityJ they- are deceiv:lng. Thu■ does the 

witness who lies deoeive.3 In tact, the faithful witness is the wit

ness who does not._ lie. We get this det.l.nition trm llu,. 

_,., ..... 'Iba witne■s who .99!!. be ~ upon (.!!g 'PW1'P \ is the 
. one who wm not g[' ve'1-li• .nprumtaffinSot reauv • 

. _ And the one who breathea (~). nob false representations 
· ·. is a false wi tnes1. · 

Afw ... llnes laiar, 1n wrse 25, the idea that the lier deoeivas occurs 
•• °: '.._'"· (!' \i;i ,: ., . ' . 

I . . • . • 

again. ·, The lier is ·oontraated with the truthrul witness who saves 
· /.:;:.'.:::·.(-•;i:\_t. -. .· -. · .... •. '· •_ ._._, · .·:_ Yf: .,:. ·.··. ~ · :. . . . . ·~ · ... ·. . 
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The1.-e is perhaps the connotaticm here that it .i1 not mough tbat. all which 
,1:·(~·1-· r·•:;,_.·.· . ,; · ..• ·: ·,. : ·. ·. i:: . ,\'i·f•JJ·., .;;'j ., ifi,~ ·4!-'-::-'t',-.'. .i;,f ·.\f.'i'.':, •~-~'.,;·!>•. f/.f".'_. ·-~;.: ~·.'/,;•~.;:/ -V:,~I:::.~·..._ 

one .aa.v• (here, on the w1 tness st.anc\) · be a true ~ruentation. of ~tt:r, 
.:~\.i:~:>:•·:,·) ,_·•··. . ; --~:•;_:· 1~.,!-" i~' 1.1.•~•-':·J. ·J:·:. ~-.': :·,;,: ·, ',,{'.,' • ... ·' .•. ,· '_'.·1·.~,·1 

but it 1a required that 1r one knt:11s the true repre■enta.tion of l'~tv°, 
·:.-· . .• ~.-11 .. •. , • '.· _' 

1 
_:•.,·_· '. '. ;;• • ; •·.•._, .•. ' •• •, --~--'~-·!::~-

even if he ie not, called upon to eq it, IIIIIBt aoma forth and utter what 
. "-- . . . . . . .. 

·he.knows. He is, in fact, morall.7 bowxl. And it he doe• follow tbi1 
. . . . . -~ .. 

moral order, he will certai~ be considered a 11ouroe ot trust and con-
! . • , • • .• I • 

. !· .. 

fidmae, and ha will certainly be thought to have added strength to .. 
;,· :". ·.: '. • a,,,,.4_1 . . . ' 

the maral;:crder fit atab1.lit7 to the relationships among men. 
;' •'', R"j O O • • ' • • 

We must now ask, what are the criteria by which a man can con-. ·• -. . . ., .. .:-

sider another man worthy of his confidence, that he follows or ~~tri-
_... '? . ., .,. . . '. 

butes to the moral order~ You might say that one criterion _is _that 
. • . • , , , . '. • • . : .• , r. ·: •; ~; '.; , ·. . • ·, :' .' ; ·., 

he tell.a the truth •. But we have seen that even whm Ood speaks the 
. . . ·.. . . . f ', _; :;·.,. ·/·'•_._•• : : ·_;_""~·~.,;,·-· 

truth, the basis for putting confidence in Hia wrd _is s1 ther that it .. . .· . _. ,, : . : .- . ' ' ·: ( . ' ·. ' . '_. ·'. ~·' ... ·:,-

is '"believed" that God is sincere in His pU?poee and can give. effect to 
• ·' 1' '. '··-•,i. 

His word, or that through experience it is known that God has giv~ et

feot to His word. We will rind that, w1 th almost no exoeptio~, ,m.m ., . 
. . . . . ,·,. 

will "believe" another mn only when he has found out empiri~ that 

the nan's wcrds are "true" to the realitq of the situation. This em-
. . . . · .. .- -, . ·,. •. ··: i:~.t.~---~ 

piricism is particularly evident in the court. Thus, in De"lt,-~ 
- . :. · ..• • __ .,__ · ... • , ... 1. .;. n.--.·. 

astray art.er. false gods, an 'act which is the essence of soc1al unatabi-
. . _ : --~; ... _ _ :~ :.:.•:· _--~~ ~ ,·.,1 :.i;·_ \:~- .c;:,-c1J 

lity, the report evm of this act is not considered _trustworthy until_ 
.. - · . . ': •., · ·•:·:'. ~ -._ ~ ., ,.''.t.· ·.H·:•''.L: .';-;~J; GCl~llt.;r, 

. : ' . ·' 

investigation bas been made. O~e must i1¥1uire and search diligently, 

and only then nay one ao1111ider the report true. one 1a to place~~ 
• ·,. • . ,' :. :· ."·:.·~~ ; ·.-.:-., ... -_. 1·. :~· :·.·· -r-".:·.;. ~:r...-.~ • -,~-:\ : .. J .' .. ~,--

fidence in the witness who made the' report onzy art.er checking his 

story, only art.er finding out if people have, in fact, b,en ~ astray'. 
. •.: ,,· • : ' •. '_'",,•;• L_ ·, •''· .. ', .• : ': ·.:'_;-:: • '•;•' •' •, •·. 

·',·. 

An identical situation occurs in' chapter 221 verse 20 of 
' l• .t.!- , ).,· ~ .:·~; ,_;,"', ./ .- ; 

DeuterollOII\Y'• A nan accuses his wife of not being a ,Virgin. Her mother 
' .. '• -~.-!. ' ·t• -~ ·, . ·t ;.:~-:-::' {, . -,•,. 

sa, 

I , - I 

, . \ I 
> :, '{ j I 

·,. ·, 
''• . 



I ' . 

says that she Vas •. One relie1' 6n '•iii~'.vor«fo·r··nmther;'bllt ratherc:1ear-: 

che~ to see if' tha "tokens,·or·v1.rginit1"·v.,e llith her,:'and.only~·att_.;';, .· 

thi~ can one say that either the husband•·a· or the moth.,-ls word'i11 true. 

· · · ·s1m11ar1y, in Numbers 5, if a Jian "believes" hie wife untai~: 

rui, but there was no witness, anc1· she waei 'not caught in'adult91"7,'· 1be' 

~-· brought before the priest who performs an ordeal.· which involTell hir · · 

dr.t:nld.ng some bitter water. The priest tel.ls her that if she hae not··· 

b~eri'un!'aithi'ul to her husband, then she 11111 be free of the curlie of 
' 

th_e bitter waters, but in case she ·has bem, he causu lier·to near' 

with an oath of cursing. He says 'to her thlt when the water enters her 

bowels the Lord wi 11 make her bel.11' to swell arid h~ thigh to fall away 
. .• •. ·. '•.;·;-.I•: . ~-,·-,,~ ._:.~.~ .. :: ..... '.• •~·:•;._;_j .~:~t:.\~•; ~:~.: . 

(5tl9-22). God is made the v~er or the oath. And when she anarers. 
J I 1 amen, !!!!! to the priests words, she p~c,~ h_. ,~_ol_l#,~ence., in a.n a~ee-

•• • .. ,; .. ,; .•, . ': • , .• , , ·~. ~ l I ' • '... . • 

ment which leaves it to God to determine .the truth of the matter. What 
- ' •·. ' . ·,:.,~~ ·. ·~\ :: :·.;,;:-. ;; :-(:\.-1 .·:. '_;:'• ·.-.' ~--·. 

is signii'icant here is that the verification of .her vor~s .is put in . 
. . /-r.' '! ." .• :. ! '•· .; .... :·, . : . .. ;,:·:; ... ·.',, . 

i'icati~n. 

Actua~, so important was empiric. veri~cation before ·one 
• . . .,. .. .-.. ! ;._1.J : ." . . . '·, • ' ··. ·.: ' -: .,,. 

would p~ce his confidence in a witness that. in one case,at'ter a man 
. . :<· ';,:__~ /~- ..... ~·.:: :--: '. ·. . ·. . '.,... '. ;·_. ·,. 
. ' 

vi tnessed against himself', they still sought to. find ou~ 11' what· he 
' ' 1 ·, • ,' , __ ; • -~.' .., • • .·_' • ·.~' : ~.. ,_., .• ,'.,'. .. · .-_, ' ·,,,,. ,. . • ' ' 

said was "true~." I refer here to the case of Achan 'who took 'spoil . 
• • '. . ',. , ' - .• ·- --~.' .-,. ': •' .'' ' . , • . • ': •. •,' _:"a -;. , ·. 

which was heran • . When Joshua- asks him to confess, he does so, saying 

attar he specifically enumerates what he took, they .do not punish him 

until they find the hiding place and see what he took. 
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But 111Piria vvitication as the ground• upon whioh one aa1fwill 

place his . contid~a~ i~ the word 'or another is not. limited to thl court. 4 

In Oeneei1, Joseph will nut believe his brothors that little Benjamin 

1B at h0111 and well. Re need not do so juat on the grounds that he hu 

no\-proofJ ve m.tght teal t!at his past e:,rperienoe with them added _to Id.a 

lack of confidenoe in thalr word. Thus, in Chapter 42116, he tel11 them 

how· he will learn whether their word ii reliable. He will inquire more 

care1\llly into what they said. But ultimateq, tor proof, he alka that 

thqy send someone to bring Benjamin before him. Such an act will prove 
I 

their words, as he 91ya in verse 20 • 

Bring your little brother and your words will ,l?! . 
verified (ye•amenu) .S · · . . · · · • -· 

Whan, the brothers 1,'1.nally get to their h0111e, they have a ditfioult time 

persuading Jacob that Joseph is alive. . Thia is perhaps because or their 
• 

r~utatl.on11 er p-,rhapa after all these years it was just "unbelievablo.11 

'l'h~ cannot canYince Jacob by producing Joseph but they do use Visual 

prootJ the wagons in which Joseph Stilt them back (~127). 

Yet perhaps the best example in the whole Bible or the idea 

-that seed.ng is belieVing is the story of Sheba ooming to visit Solomon. 

She lad ·heard of his great veal th arr! wisdom but df.d no~ believe it, and 

on4" believes it whm am is herself witness to it. • Says Sheba in lK 
. ' 

l0t6, 7 (also 2Ch 915,6) 
. . ' . 

. .. ; .: . · "True. { 1auet) -was the word (I could have placed JIG"· con-
'B.Tence in it) which I heard in my- land about your pro-

. ,,,;}<c' ,:,, .. ;.: pert.yo and about your viadome" -

1 si,.d andt, bal.ieva: (lo he I emantt,) th•.e words \Dltil _I . · 
· came rrr:, eyes saw and behii.d I was not told the · 
half-ot it•••· 
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If experJ.11noe 1a the ground 'tor ·p~tiagc~!~~;~~-•::,ill a 
•"•J 1'; '.' ., • .•,·: ·-• j~, . ,~::. .. -. :<,,_, ·'. i/i ~l•-f ... tt~,,.,_,.,"'J{.-iq·• .. _-4;_.,· •. •.'•~· ••· 

' .· - , -~;. ·:i :_,- •.• lj .. ,,~;;\'.~ -f;.- , .• ~.l,~l• ,,,·)\.'f'J~·-'1!1t,J ...... ~. , ,, ;,; 
. .,, .·. . ' ':·'• :. •• I"~- ·,)., ),-·,....,_, .... _. ,,.-pe-;· -~··-1<W<i"-4'-•· 

man's word, then. uper1ence is the ground tor. put.ting one•• confidence 

in a man•1 aotlona. 

· · There 11 a aituat1on l"Jgarding DaYid vhiah indioate1 that a Jllllll 

puu. hie contidaioe. in ano'1Mr 111811 ~,bllllUl_,.:t,bia .. -c»\ba-buJ,ehawn 

himse\t to be wort.hr ot hi• tl'Wlt. In llauel 29; Da'dd 18 trwlted bl. 

Achieh that he will <k> nothina against h1m bocause he ha1 prcwan hie re-
. . ~ . ' , . ' ,; . 

liablli\r by'• aot - the sl.ay:tng of thoso in the oouth ot Judah. It 
.. 

is aigniticant that the otJur princes who only heard of this act and 
. . 

were not close mough to the battle to be sure or what. happmad are not 
' ·• • / ·• J ' ,·1 \ \ 

so quick to place their coni'1dmoe in Dnvid. \'ilJBrt David tell.a Achieh 

that he has slain these Judeans, Acbish 1a quick to "bel.1evo'1 it (lB1m11al 

27112). . He bu oant'idanoe in David booaue ot. nn orft an,: bu\·• tbe 

source indioatea that he believed Dav.I.cl had oondtW that act m~ 
.• 6 

on David's awn repon Clbid110li'). ' ·-.'.:·,·,,,J'.;; ·. 

0Adal1eh1s death occurs evidantl.y booauoe he:had·:gaoillrauon 

not t,o lieJie, (la he1anin lahp) tlat Ialaael had ooae to kSU-,Jda 

wbm the aapt-e1M ot the tcraee in the tield tall h1III thia'.(JaM 1lflb 

40114). What hill reasons were oro proba~ lost in the liotwell·· 

knolll web ot politioa thnt surrounded the rammt ot Israel.,· What· 

ve aan say though 1s that the polit.1.oal alipfllt was proba~ SIMlh·:': 

that ·ha lad good reason to have faith in IobmaiDl., 

It nedal1ah was duped by the previous IIW8et words of Ishlael, 

the ~uthora or Proverbs woo.ld not have fallen into tm same trap •. ·• At· 

lean•· tine d:ltferenb proverbl trm tlll Boot ot ProVerbs OU'J.7 hclit 

the point t~ that. it is not .at a an ~ wbi.oh revala··bii , 

loyalt7 but rat.her what he- does. 
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It he speaks nioel1', dmtt·pJaoe ZO!F 999WPI ill-~· 
(al~amtpll2) . . '.' 
Forre are seven aban1m+4.om :ln his heart. 

It ·1if ~ :ir..aec:l.v.l.111att on whioh demanded 8111)irlo verifiaatioa ot 
... :. '·:.:- .... }tf~~~;·,..' .. ·: .~:--·--..-- .. ·· . ·, . . . . 

a pcnon•s words, that deoed.trul people will use guile to gain the oon-

i'J.deMa a!' ,;ii;hor:i •. 'l'bis :ls· ~rhap~ ~' :reaaan for the, wa&ina, ~- .ohaP-
. - . '··,. :-:.·· _;, ... · ... --~~·-/:.::-.-::.·_,_ .. ~.:.--\ .. ';.~>:'~~:;i,,:\,', _._._. .,.• ,'., ·~- ..... •~ ··=-" ;:_ _ _; ,·\\, .. ',ii·.:_.,·•: 

tmo 26J it 889 to be ·aiso"'tlt,{reis°cji t~' 'th~~~~~~1U '27t6 1 llbioli ' '• 
. -~~ 

Ba:y'Bt 

' 
It 1B illpossible to say that ord1nar, inter-rolat.ionsh:1.pa .2,be-

iween huimn beinp 1n the Biblical c,ooie~ .. var.e; ~~lil4,'bf :•:•t-
• • :--; ..: ,;._- ,,1 't° ... -~--~ ... 

ti tude oi' 11Bhow me, " ii' one man was to put his confidence in another. 

There is, harever1 one· type of int.er-relil.tiaqs)4p_ ~g htDDln ~etnp 

where tm v~ nature of that relationsl11.p aqnno~ctatabUi'tiV',.~ ta) 

trust. I speak or fami~ rola.tionabips. •. F~r-i:Lnatance1 ,re hava,tbe :i. 

G'all'l'l• ot. Esther doing whnt Mordecai uks .{#., llil" .. ju.at because ha:wa 

hor ·cousin, for s~e had relied on ~ .in .:the, IJ.r!Dte-:: Ho a!! brought ha-

' ; ··. There is juatitioation for ua:l.1¥,1,th1;1, t~cl,:i,Gm!])(mn-aing father 
~-.. •'"·" .,, 

or 'tllllJG• nursing motha-) in 1thi.s •OGBIQ'..~n grc,.i~ -tar confidenoe. 

While it ia true ti.t tbl_ wcr<i · ''!ffl' bal.OIIS" to th> oatoiEcr.r c4 Hlbrev 

'll)l'da vhioh demote proteasions, . thv alsD deaor.t.be :the prateaaton.: . 

. Suah tems m not come into use in ooq,~ete~, ~ld.trllty .tuh1on1 ... ,,.·_.. ·t, ... " 
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P."'1.a'UJ,. in Be~ vhv.e ~brp~!D'aning ·ot the root upcn which a tem dlllot-

illg' a pro,f~Clll ,:la. bu~ ~~l:l: i,.,,VWJ,.~~ '.to.-~~ J!.~"~,,,~ .:)ii 
> ? 

~•, £9'ab. (omt ~o. •~>, ro•• (~ ~o. •~>,. ~. '9"♦· (~ 7 . . . ' • 

vbo.baa1). ~:-'1J.le> ~.,:~~Pl:e, ~an1111 ~c,e]~ ~ ,~1 

---cru.7 1!lull , 
;,.~ ~ , 1 1 1 . ,·- '- .. , ·..:1{:' r: .:-,; ?}!1f..('!,-:,,J;, • .• • i :° -';..', ,\f;:;\~, ... ; __ ;·: • ,-: t:d \Jl•,-

·· · In the Book ot'itutli, Haem. is given the offspring ot Rutli and 
. . • . . ,: . . "•I"''•- ... "•~-~~ ~ • ..-

Boaz toeare tor~ Th.,- Jcnar that they OBD place tbe'~chlldl1foan''in ,., 

And Haomi took the oblld and placed it on her bosca and 
. beoame .! support <twnM> unto it. 

· · - ,. · :•·;· '~•~ .... \,-.-. · , '· ,·_.,; '.,,, ·-'. ••l·f- ,, ....... _ ., ....... );"'\" ~-·"! 

11ow muOJl .CICfflfld•.-:~:.·~u,;oan put· 1n ·one' itio' rears"him ·re:. .. , .. , 
ceives contradlotor;y nide~~ r~'plisJ~~; iri'2It:~1'd 1~§; .·E~:!~ei1

'K 
. ' ·- , ' 

involves people who reared the d1Udren of i'o:naer kings. . But there 1a 
. \ : '· . · ;li-; > - · .. · . · 

an important d1fferenc:e between. the two situations. In second Samuel, 

arter the woman mo reared, Jona\han1a.JJ)lJB hoars that Ish-BoBhetb•• 
. . . ·: . ·" ·''-•-·•.~1,i ,,.. ,J\J-.. ~ :..-·~, ., ........... 1 

· ·-, · :. - ~·.-~-~-·· \"'·1. 1iun 1t, _:•·:~·~ ·"'1._·_:. ·\: i·• ,_,.,. .. ~.-:•,-T"~1(v;. .. q 

rather and gran~~r: ·;-~,,~ ,15!..'2.!'I, ~~i:~!- ~~!¥,)'°q to ave 

him from the new kl.rig (2S4:4). · Ish..Bosheth1s •ommet thus rGlllllined a 
ailw'~t: to himJ she MIIB.ined •tl"\181 to him. To the contrary, in 2r, 

arter Ahab's death ~d.,~~r-~.8.,~-~~?'!1.!~~,~ ~-~~-1~~1,t~ ~1"1 

letters to the people mo had reared Ahab's soventy othC" sons, thl!r 

sJq these sons (2K lOtl-7). The 1cnania of Ahab's seventy' sons ·thue 

l ) 
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. 1~,-,·-_:·;~_\j.i.·\\:i/~·-· . .i. :,~·-.:: ,·_,_,.·.; .. ·.,· -::_.,.,,L•··' : ·. ·_:_,: ., . , -.. ,,-::; · I' ,:.·. • . ,'.···.!, .. -·'t·;. 

It :le iapc:C''l.4nt to notioe that Jehu doe■ not •* the 'PP1i ad, 
.;:f:-i ~=:\~~\~:-,' ' .. :·. ! f.!•· :·., '._ ·; --~ : 

aldll"I to kill the son■ innedlatal:y. RatJm", he tells thm to pick the · 

~tot the ■nent., and gird b1a tor INlttle againlt Jehu, thlt this ■en 

might defend h1a tath .. •a house.· It.is ~ after the 1ClllllDia and .i. 

d~ tear tmt tb11r will not be able to stand up against; Jehu, and aom

munioate to Jehu~~• to ..-,e him, that he tel.la tha to Jdll 
', 

the SeftilV sons. It ia as it Jehu wet"e testing the •mania to ll!e ii' 
'. 

thtv are still fai~ to those that they had brought up. In other 

words, it was bis wont to e:,cpeot thlt thqv- would be faithful to those 

who tad relied upon tbea tor thel.r support. 

It ii the VC'J mtural teJ'ICWlq1. to upeat that you 111111' rely on 

people vho are cl.oae to you tm.t makes Mt.oah wnm the mani>ars of his 

aooie_t1 :that 11h11 natural assumption oould be dangerous. 

The author ot Micah '7 depioting boll iniquitous and unstable 
. ' .. 

is his society-,, W&l'DI 
·,.,;; 
·-~-] ,; . 

. .. . . . : .' . '·;, . . . . -.. , ~ . . ... 

Do not~· ~al ta• ·· ) on a triem and do not tl'U8t an 
-~~ ' 

;ui~ e • . 
• .. ·. Guard the opening ot your ,moutih,:i'rca hlr·,tm.t lie■ ·in 70ur 

bosom (7,S). · .· 11 · 

l:t -is a aoalety-. in 'llhioh 

The · son. dishonors ;the father,• , ·: .·, >, . ·. . ' ' ' ,. 
l'he daughtell' rises against her mother, 
Tha daughtlr-in-law against the mothat~lav. 

: .. , .. · '-•'. 



And in . Cllapter :9 ,when J.-adah viahee. to ahcnr ,how treaobarou .- ' .. ',, . . ... ,·.•-· -···. ,• . -, ........ _ -.... __ ·,)--~---"• 

a-·;soale,v•~lll'ae.\,Jms beoct1119»: · he 1aya ;_t.bat .. eftll, tJie. moat -na~.;~ 

liablo ,of, human rela\i0Dlhip1 _hav11, bHCllle .unetable. ,_ 

The.v.edraw their tongues as a bov. ·. · · · · ·. · : · 
FallWfen and not 'tfi'b&Jnr• -~)-11 in;;theland •. , .. 
From ev.l.l to evil ey go... (2,.-- · 

• • • I .. . ' 

Let eveey man watch out for his friendJ :do not; trust in 
. . u;r bptha-. . . . · - _ , . • _. . 

For eveey brcitlter acts !\lb~ and 8V8'r'f nal.p,hbor e;oe1-
ab01&t a taiwiiirer (3). 

A alaughtenng arm, 1a their tongueJ deoal. t one apeaka 
with his mouth. 

Peace he ~aks to his Maid, but imlard~ h~ laY'S an 
ambush (7) • .· . 

F.aah one deoal.ves his ne1BhborJ ·truth {•~et) they- do 
,·· r.ot llpl&k., .· · .. ; ,:,•:: .. ,. : ':• .. ,.· :, .. -,.. ·,, .. :>,. '.' . : ~===• ~~~J. their ~~~-~- ~ i,qUa~~ or ~alse-

' ., ~ .· . -,_ .. ,·. _,_ 

And agaii'.i. Chapter 12 

h For alao your brathsr and .the house of '1(1l1r father, even 
they- have acted trnital'ous~ to you. Even they- cried 

; . · heart.1.]T attar you. Do not put your faith (..!.M ta1amin) 
in them even ii' th89' ayY nice thlngs to you7o). . 

Ii' it SEICJIIS that Ja-emiah is taldng it;a'bit persomll;y, one should re

fer to th:! ralated verse 19 of' the p~c~ng crui:pter. · There ·Jeremiah 

tells. of his naivetet 

For I vae aa•a,.dooila· l.Mb-,being lsd ,to the,slaus)lter ••• 

,-_. •-~.:·•· · ...• ·.'.t~{;-,:, •~7 •~.,- ~-·.·.:·r:-/ :·:\ .".i'_-' 11 f'.'~~~.- .. ,· .. " . -. 

Made aware tiaw h1 Oo1 •s knowledge that those people in 1-rhon1 he had ccm-
• • > I t ,-~, i, _ _..•,: .. :' ,:,•._..-,i_·;. 'l-:,;31, tJ·i.:~·:( :.r~'[.S-7',: .·:"\-.:(, . •, ., O ~ • . • ,J , , , 

plate coni':!denae were not only not loyal but were aotm~ activo:cy-
. . . .- _ .. ~:._ . :·:•~,':.::.1•·j_',.~;~·tf¼·._ :;:r•.:;-.. ,'~}),~l,':J£~ '.;lei; :;, ,~~~~,;.. ,_:7;.·;.~·(::•·:c..:.-,· .· .. · 

seeking his hurt, Jertmah uses the instability or the fand.zy ralation-
;. :• ·--~>:. _{.:f·~:i::•·~- ::,~.

1 fr,1>.; .. t t·.-:.~,···H; ~,·.(1~,-~, .-~-- -•-· . . .-... 

ship as a metaph:>r to e:xpresa h<M insecure societ)" has boaane. 
-~ '. -·_"..:·-~.:·; . .-:.~-·t,, {;"JL,i :-.~"t'H~,tf',.!• ,-; rl :1,•, "'i•~-~-

·- . 1 •:·•V· '·""'- -"-41-' lf~,..J" ,~ ~.•i.r , ~ .·, _.-. 
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It is perhaps fair to say tlat while the ultinate ground upon 

which to judge lilethv er not a man was fai thtul ( even in family :relat.ion

ahips) wa1 the 1111pir1aal evidence or haw he ·behaved in the past, it oer

tainJ.¥ seems that in relationships involving close friends and relatives 

the tendeney- was to place confidence in the other h1111an beings without 

necessarily having this evidence. But ll8 we have seen (if all the 

above prophetic passages.are not taken allegorically) from the Joseph 

story-, even a relative, once he has been unfaithful to his relative can 

no longer expect his relative1s oonfidence merely on the basis or their 

familial rel.ationship.9 

Still another ground for placing one's confidence in one's fel

low man appears in the specific case or leaders a.nd the people they 

lead. Under wha.t conditions, for instance, will:a leader have con

fidence tmt those tlhom he leads will folla,,? 

Arter Gideon's (Jerubball11) death, whm the men of Schechem 

anoint Abimelech king, and attar he has slain all his breth~ with . 

the exception or Jot.ham, Jotham asks the men of Sohechm 

Ir you have dealt~ (b 1emet) and uprightly with 
Jerubbaal and withhishouse this day, thm rejoice 
in Abimelech and let him rejoice in you, but if not ••• 
(Judges 9119£), · 

then may a fire come out or each of you devouring the other, he con

tinues. Jotham tel.ls them that Gideon has dealt well w1 th them and 

fought for them, yet this io h<7.f they repay ~s household. But it is 

in the parable or the trees that we see more fully what a leader ax

peats from his people. For Jotham prefaces the above ranarke w1 th a 

story- tel.ling that all the trees of great worth resolve to make the 
. . 

iow:fy bramble thelr ruler. But the bramble is no fool. He lmowe 

iLI 
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that he has been pio~ed o~ as a last resort, and he is aware that a 

king must have the loyalty of his subjeots, and so he resolves to test 

this loyalty. 

And the bramble said to the trees, if ,an s1n::f:t;r (b•emet) 
· 70u anoint me to be king over you that oome seek 
shelter in my shade (9115,16). • 

For our ooncern here the punishment that the bramble threatens, namely 

fire from the cedars of Lebanon, is iricidcntal. So is the fact that 

Abimelech and the men of Schechem do fall out with one another thus 

''bringing true" iJ curse parallel. to that which Jotham uttered against 

them for their infidelity to his father's house. What is important 

here is the grourrle fer a king's confidence in his people. Those 

grounds are of course, layalty, or more specl.fically, willingness to 

support the king, to follow him, and to return to hie housohold his 

kimnesses to than. 

Three stories cone erning Ihvid emphasize this importance of 

loyalty-. In lSamuel 22, when Saul accuses David of conspiring with 

the priests against him, Ahimel.ech tries to defend ~vid and lilow 

Saul that he l'IBY have confidence :l.n him. 

Who among all your a ervants is as trustwortn.y (ne 1eman) 
as David? (After all) he is the king's sc$.in-law 
(familial relationship am if that is not mough) am 
he turns to your bidding and is honored in your house. 

It is because there aro no concrete statanoots to show that Da.v.l.d 

(empirically) has, in the past, been disloyal, as against many in

stances which would give Saul reason to put his confidence in David 

that some have considered Saul paranoid. 

On the other ham, in 2S 19, when Sheona tries to lead a 

iiiiiiiii:iiiii=ll- ■ 
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revolt against David, and it is quelled, and Joab seeks him out in Abel, 

a woman answers Joab 

We are the peaceful and ( 'ammo 1 ) loy;al in Iorael.. 

Joab consents to si:are th! ci v provided that thtl" can prove through a 

specific act tmt they are faithful. And they perfom this request and 

deli var over Shebna. And when Shebna •s head canes over the wall, Joab 

keeps his word and returns to Jerusalem satisfied that this overt act 

ms proved their fai thi'ulness. 

Moreover, at tho beginning of the Absalan rebellion in 2s.J.S, 

Ittai the Oittite seems to have great affection for David. He is will• 

1ng to follow David rather than stay in the land and wait for Saul. No 

reason is given why he should show thl.s loyalty to David rather than to 

Saul. David tells him that he does not have to nee since be is a 

stranger that just came and may dwell in the land. David tells him to 

think or bis bretlmen. 

You just came yesterday Should I today force you to go 
with me? 

I go where I shall go, and you should return and take 
your brethren with you, and )v ~ Lord show ~ 
(reading with the Septuagint fai thi'ul kindness 
(chased v1emet) (20). 

David seems to be saying almost that Ittai 1s first loyalty should be to 

his brethren. Ittai, however, chooses to follow David w1 th his brethren. 

It is or groat significance that later on (2S18&2-5) David shows his 

ooni'idence in Ittai, giving him 001m1and of troops and entrusting him 

w1 th the mission to stop the rebellion of ,\bsalom, but by no means to 

hurt David's son. 

A leader's need to find faithful helpers is brought out in 

66. 

. I 

' '/ i ' !, 



:# %<tt t I rt --· _____ ,., .... 

Nehemiah also. When Nehemiah returns f'rom Babylon and finds that 

Eliashib and Tobiah had prepared a qhllllnber in the house or the Lord 

and were not paying the Levites who had, for this reason, le.rt the ser

vice, he went out of his way to appoint men who could be trusted. 

For they were considered reliable {ne1emanim) and it 
was U{>On them to apportion unto their brethren (Ibid: 
18113).10 . 

Actually when the leader picks a man in whom he can place his 

confidence, if that man is to deal with the people, one would expect 

that the people can also put confidence in him. In fact, the question 

arises, in general, on whit grounds will people put confidmoe in those 

that lead them? 

If you could ask the author or Proverbs 29114, he might say 
If y . 

that the people will support the king who is fair in judging., For he 

said 

-1._-t 
~King who judges the poor fai thf'ul.lY {b •emet), his 
\hrone will be sure forever." 

If you could ask the author of 20128, he might say tmt the 

king who is constant 1n his kimness to his people wi 11 lay stable 

foundations for hie reign. For this author saids 

Steadfast kimness and faithfulness {choaed v•emet) 
preserve a kingJ rorliis throne is supported by 
steadfast ldndness.11 

We lmow what God would expect of leaders (Numbers 11112) • When 

the people are rebellious in the desert and are not satisfied with the 

manna, Moses, uually considered the prototype or leader, complains to 

God. In his complaint bil mentions what God had s11id to him. Ood used 

r . I 
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a particular metaphor to show Moses how he should consider himsel.1' in re

lation to_ the people he was leading. 

Did I conceive all this people, did I bear them that you 
should say to me, carry th1111 -in ;your bosom· as lb! nursing 
father ( •omen)9arriesthe ahiia'... - . 

The .full importance of the word ( 1omen)with its natural cormotation or 

tender, lowing care becomes sharpened when one realizes that the Hebrew 

word for nursi~ father comes from •amen and has the added cormotation -~ ,. 
. as we saw above (p.G.~) of a stable support and sure so~ce of reli~L}~' 

... 
·• .... 

-~ 
,. /r.t.~:-,.:,,,. .Wt3 have seen h<M important the preservatl.on or the moral order 
•',,·., ... :,c·:::;•'...-i" • . . 

is fer the stability of human r~tionships. Naturally', the court bu 

·as' one of its main functions the preservation of this stabilizing moral 
. . . 

order. It is, therefore,· not surprising that in two cases whm men 

pick. judges (leaders), that is, pick men whom other people must follow, 

men in whom others must put the:1r confidence, we .f1nd that one or the 

grounds for picking these men is tlBt thay are stable. They must be 

without iniquitous desires, rather filled with faithfulness. 

When Mos ea, on Jethro 1s advice picks judges, the advice which 

Jethro gives, .contains the ground upon which Moses can decide whan to 

pick. 

Provide tor yourself from all the people able men, fearers 
of Ood l!!!!l ,2t faithfulness ('anshe 1anunah), who hate ,m. 
just gain1 and place such over them to be rulers ••• 
(Exodus 16121). 

Jehoshaphat too, in picking judges, after warning them that 

they should judge for God and not for man, tells them to use Ood as 

their guide, for God does not respect persons, nor take bribes (2Ch. 

1914-7). And when he appoints the Levites in Jerusalan who will judge 

:, •.:~ I 
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there, he commands them saying 

Thus shall you do with fear of God., in faithfulness (b 1anunah) 
and with a whole heart (9). -

But a new situation is developing. For in setting up grounds tor 

confide~ce between men and men we have begun to see that a man's relation

ship to God is also important. In both the above references, though the 

basic puppuse of the leaders was to establish judges on wham the people 

could rely, and though in each case their morality and faithfulness were 

stressed, in each case fear of God was also mentioned as a criterion for 

deciding the trustworthiness of the judge. 

Relationship Between !:!ml !!!.!! ,22!! 

When Nehmiah picks men to guard the gate at night (712), he 

picks a man to watch over Jerusalem 

• 
Because he is a fal thful man (•ish 1enet) and fears God --------more than many. 

The author of Psalm l2 feels that the falseness and flattery 

which weaken the bonds of stable human relationships is a direct result 

of the fact that 

••• the god-like man has vanished and reliable men ( 1811lunim) 
are no more to be found anong manldnd ( 2) • -

When Moses wants the people to accept God 1s law, he has the 

Levites utter curses on such as commit immoral acts, and the people say 

•amen after each curse (DEUteronomy 27115-26). As they say •amm , each 

person makes an oath to accept these curses upon himself conditionalq 1 1/ ,l-, 

should he commit any of the immoral acts which the Lev.I.tee have mentioned. 
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God is made the vardll" or these oaths.··/Dut with the,exoept.1.on ,ot .,the 

fir~ act ·-hi~ "is idolatry- and the laat,'llhioh is ~i.et1 ~ Cb!, the 

others involve relationships between people. Thus, as the people say 
.·. .. •:·.• ,> .·,,· -'.·':.~_·:f:l::~'.: : .. ':_ \·< .. l.·~1 . .::,1 

•a111en here, the, ·11ot ~ put their oontidenae 1n:0od'all the varder,ot 
· .. - . : ,' •,'. . ' -_;.,":,-,;''.~>•',\./:J:.\ :·~:· ,-.:·:•,' .... -~·-.:- .. :-~ ... : ,-:.' 

oaths, but alllO, thEV put their aoni'idence in God as the warder ot 

society •. What gives each nmber or tt.i soalety added conl'idence in 
' · .. ~ ') ' . 

the other members is the confidence thlt God will b~, reaponm.bl.e for· 
\ . .· . . . 12; • •,, I.• 

the proper execution or the curses. 

What Nemehiah's criterion £GI' picld,ng•~'Udge1,,~e.1p1Blm1,"lt1a. 
. . - . '• ~ ' .. ' . ,• . 

. . ,.'. ,: . ·, .-·~ ' 

explanation for the ird.quity of aociety and·thia public ~vowal have in 

common is that all see tm t the presence· of God in the mind or man makes 
' '.~.•-· ·, . ,, '.· • :_._~•r .~ :, ... J..': •, • _: ::l,t ,• 

· that nian a more stable source of ~onfidence. 

Thus it_ is that man will be mora•,read7:to •conclude,bargains 

with men if thqr knoi,r that the purpoae or the compao1i is in harmoey 
. . . 

. with God's desires •. 'l'hey'<'vill be quictar-.to plaoe .thalrtcontidence in 

the other person ·cariying ·out hie-part of'.the·,barpin•if: they· know that 

the either person Ills an awareness ot thu,·barmony. 

. . · , The wman 'W_ho hidea'the epie1•1n. Jerlobo •k•ia bargain vith 

them not to report their wherealN,uts to' the autbcr1 ties, it they vUl 
promise not to hurt her i'emi~ when'they CIOB:l\111" the. land •. , WbUe it is 

true that here 'again Clod ia made the warder; ot their oath,·· bc.. does she 

know 'that Ood · might be concerned with these men also? She m,e1ieves11 

in raat that these· men haTe-'the· backing or;•t11e·-Lcrdi\L.ThU11.-lhe i■;:BUl'e 
,. 

. ' . 

al.so that they 'ld.11 conquer· the,land ·becaUBe 'aha hae.rheal'd, that,Qod .i■ 
. . . . 

with than (loshua 219-11). 

And now swear unto me in the name of Yahweh, for we have 
done steadi'aet ld.mneas (chesed hian(t), that you will 
do also with the house or my rat r the same !aver )13 
(12). 
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And they .. ana~ ,tba_t,;·if,!;~~,;~~;-~~~.g~!•~~~~.;.~,·,'~ba::ean,:. 
•q,.···'"~~ ... · ~'.•;:,_ . :~•· .\· :.,.• , .. , ·•;;."1:1••-,·.-. ·. ,•·!: .':'.1' 1."1-,\,-. 1ft .•,·::,\":.•i4- -~'-'i'J··:·.~l"'°/~ 

trust them ix>\be faithful to the ;gre:uient. · · ·· ·.,,, ·· · 1 
• · 

Our life tor,:yours, if you do not •tell .what we are doing ,. · 
here then it shall be that when Yahweh gives us this . land, 
that ve will doal. with you in a-ateadtaet and fal.t.bfulc.,,;, 
'9!00K Cchesed v199et.) (14). · 

~•- ,1, ):_ '.": . : I, _• 

Similar~, when Eliezer asks Rebeooa 's family to 11Bke up their 

millis whether or. not he can take her back to Ieaao (Genesis 24), sayings 
1f.\, ,\ : \ .. ,is-:.!:. \/"'1 (._) t(I .. ,,I ~ ('1;, ';:.r:,.• I'• 

• :-",:1;:~" ,_).-.... ~'4.i -~·•·~·~~---~ ...... , .. ··• f'l.1~1,, ........ ·', • · 

·, .. _j~_>·;~ :,-:, <,.:;:.,,_..,:.,.~ t:;c, )"('~''"'~1. -.,... _ 

And now ii' you want to make a tai thful ag{eement ( ~esed 

· !i:rfl :.:h.:.::!'.'.::.!i°!~(i::y, ~.~::'°c,.nll. ~-, ~~ 
.f,.1,;,,o_b/: •';,'/,• ,' ·~,..;....-,:w•;,lf,H,..;i h1•.-" •.;t_'.ll' •.11,,\~• .~ i, ,.._._ •~1:;•., i• ••·• 0 •, 
•f1•4i,;J.~••J.,.;:, . 1·• .. • .... _ ... ,,;'.'-"•":.""'-,.i::r "~· :1. .\1-·.L:.-1?:1,. ,J __ t,,, n.tl ......... , r 1 • .. ~ ..... ~ ••• ,._ 

th_e1r:·answer is indicative or why' ther, are ld.l~ to trust Eliezart 
:,,:.; ': . • . :i 

their,· conf:ldenoe in .the man Elieiser, is 'based,on the.fgrounchFthat" tbe;y 
. . I . 

"believe" him to be carryi~ out God's plan. 

· In th!t previous. situations, men are sem to :have conf:ldaiae in 
· :· ,:- .... -!·.' .:.·._ -~r'··-~: :-'- ,:,t ;.'.'/!.-::· .,:;_.:i ':·(·-.... i.~~:~··:,:'}i.!.; :·-1:Jl"~1:t·,.·in1;;}, ·~i.:-. 

, •. · • . . .. • ,· :t,·••'-'·_· \t~, .,~.,.r, .... ,.·,~~-.., ·}' 1~·-.1a-•••t1-• .. ~: • .. ~._,_•·?•~i,;i ...... ,r:-r-.M,'i- ·.Y 
other men because theu "balieve11 •that, these other.,'111111 ·have,,the' aon-. . 

fideriae of Ood. l4 We shall see in what is to f'ollo~,: ·that men plaoe ., 
• :, • 

0

) ,\ • .-1 . '' ',' ·~--- '.- •(f ,:• i-.:·~rlr ~\~ t .:;-} ;_ -~~ )~itt.:,~~ ·\·~-~H-:t,1:/. ·,d: ·~11 .. _,. 
their cont'idenae in othtr men because thei, 11know" t!Bt these otter men 

. {' . . 
. . . ' . 

have the• backing or God. 
. ,-. ' • • .. • II" . .. . ··• .. ,. 

• . \ •·f·•'t~~-,__: t-1 ~--•':"j.~_-_• ,,,; '·••• I ,1·; :,,:,.:<_-._ . ~•--:Jr-
The most· obvtous exainples 1 of suah divine baaking oomee from the 

.• Exodus. ·When ~oses·i~- fit~:~~~,,·~,,~~~~;•:~ ~:t~~•~~ ;:~ple, 
' ... _·:·.,.-·, ·_ ~ \. :'. ~ · . · ·· . · t:t\_· _-,:./:'.i.f..·: .. ·.~.' .. •,.· •. ~.~·: ::-t.':',:\;~ :..;::, }~~:-:\ ~.L:·'•J :·-,\•.--~_:.\~. 1>;,}, 

he ·111 i'Ully aware ot the problems he might have in getting their con-
: , . :.- ·,·._' ' . , • ,' f{?<di::~l -ir·i, • ;.;,-}f;.';:t ~-r.~?;-- 1~•:,.·. ),:<l! .:tf ~ -~f,: __ :·(•t ·f_c;'• t.:.:.d:.·.·-:./ 
tidence in him. He says to. Ood (Exodus 4) 1 

·, 

(' 
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,,, 

God_ tells him how they can be assured {made· to beliml that Ood·''did ·11;:p. 

pear,-which wwld mean that God is behind Moses, which ·means'that 1th8Y' · 
' ·_. ·U - _· 

oan req on God. . . Firat he shtlfs Mosu how he oan turn a rod into a 
' 

snake before their eyes and says 
,; •'.' ... ·, • ·- ··.- ~ . ... •• ~- t,". '.· 

'/ .. ~... ' ; 

And,-,oi'·oourse, ,he then· gives ·Mosea·'the seoondipl'oor·ihicli"is Mcioes 1 ·, 

ability- now to· make· his-land i.!)_U' by 'pl&:oiiij i t··1n' 1his bo10m, .and 
.' . ~ . . ; .. - .. 

says,. again to .Moses, .. · 

,. ' 

Moreover, God is p:-eplired ~ case they0lfill h°ot "belimi11 'ir{both the 
aigns1 

and he gives Hosea the alxl.Uty to pertom a~~ sign, J!l&ld.ng water 
. . . . ... ~ :i '-~~"'-'' .. ,! ...... . -: .. ::: ' _._,, '·-. ,.•~·· ... • _..,. •' .. · .-. 

··-.a· into blood. 

Later, in the desert, when the people. ahoulrl be used by now 
. _. . . ·,_ .'. . .': :., ·-.:~"<~.-r- .. : L:-. . <t_: r,',,IJ:r,: H ~,,,:-. !t:;' 1-l,-~_-,.C:rl-~:;• .:f" ·J1· ·-' > ~;- -;. ,· .. 

to ba'Viag things happm when Moses is around, Moses still needs the 
• I, . • < • • -• , . -'./ .~.- . ,' 

visible proof ot God's being behind him, in order to get the people be

him him. For God 18y11 to Hoses as:·tbey·are:nea~'--'.)toimt;Stnai~).;-.' 
. ..·•,.:-:·.,'. ·, lj _'.~-. ,\"/.•~---~J.:t :j-,~ ;~}';;~! •,{~,'~'.,:!• ••_;•.Z.•J,r.~ 

(~odus l9)t 

. -· 
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Behold, I come to you in a thick cloud in order~ the 
people will hear m:, conversation w1 th you and aliioln you 
will thez put thal.r faith baainu) forever ••• (9)17 

It is also a miracle which is the clinching factor in the woman 

having confidence in Elijah. It is only o.rter he revives her dead child 

that she says to him (ll 17124) 1 

~ I know that you are a man or God and that the word of 
God in your mouth i~ a fai thtul ( 'anet) word. 

I translate the word I emet here as faithful for the r ollowing reasons 1 

Elijah· ms already performed a miracle by feeding: than both from a jar 

of meal that was not spent (16). At this point the woman might "be

lieve" that he is a mn of Ood. But then the child dies. What good 

is a mnn of God to hEr if this is what he cauaes her? (14-17). It is 

onl,Y when, by- reviving the child, Elijah shows that he means her no 

harm, that she ~ truly put hEr confidence in him. 

This willingness to_ put confidence in a man only whm he uses 

Occl'a powers for your benefit can become dangerous ••• especially ii' 7ou 

are a leader ••• and especially' if the man is a pl"Ophet. The situation 

is vividly illustrated in lX 22 (also 2Ch 18). The profjssiOMl. pro

phets have all told the king to go to battle and prosper. Mioaiah 

warns them beforehand that he will speak onl,Y what Ood speaka to him 

(Ibidt 14). Evidently, onl,Y \oihat the Lord speaks can be true. But 
' 

Jehoshaphat, when he sees Mioaiah try to dodge an answer tu lllimioking 

the prophets' answer, says to hims 

How many timsa have I adjured you to tell me only faith• 
i'ul ( •emet) things in the name or the Lord (16). -

But, of courso, when Mioaiah gives the anner which Jehoshaphat asks, 
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but probab]i does not really want to hear, and tells him that he should 

not go to war, but rather return in peace, the Iting's servants Biitl.te 
' , 

him, and the Id.rig has him tbruet in prieon. Mioa1 ah must choose bet

ween faithtulnass to God and taithtu.l.nus to the king. He chose the 

tonner. The king hld to ·choose between puttlllg confidence in the man 

who told him what he wanted to hear and putting oonfidence in the man 

uho told him what he did not want to hear. He also chose the· fonner. 

Unfortunately Jehoshapmt•s ultimate crJ.terion tor deciding in wham 

to place his confidence was his confidence in what he, himself, thought. 

Micaiah's parting words are significant 

If you real~ do return in peace then God did not 
speak through me (28). 

In other words, God speaks the truth, fer He carries out what He says. , 

It is as if Micaiah were saying, "I thought God was speaking through 

me. If what I said that God said does not happen, since the ult'imate 
, 

•• cr1 terion for the •true• prophet is that his. wcrds oome true, God wu 

not thm speaking through me." 

With these words, Mioaiah plants the s~for the developnmt 

of a way of knowing which prophet to trust. 'lhese seeds flower in 

Jeremiah. In Chapter 14, we hear him tell God what other prophets 

are saying, 

••.behold the prophets say ( to the people) do not fear 
destruction and famine will not cane to you. But a 
m9! ,l!IlSn which you .!a,!l rely (shalom •amet) wlll I 
give to you (13). 

Jeremiah tries to persuade the people not to roly on the prophets who 

said these wc:rds because God, who will decide about this peace, did 

·.--- ,.,.,-:-··,··•·r· ···-•.,•;·••·· ------,- ·--·----·---- -··-··· 
•. '-. ... • • -~' ' ,- :;,,, .. -•J-
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no'.; say these words to them.·- He says: that God.:t.old hiat·.,,'· ,, • '·-c·, 

,. ,. 

., '.1 '' ;_,:,/,i;~ ... ::!-:_:'lf \t~· ::., ·f1,•S•~l;,·•/_,:~:/ ~ •~·•.~;,,- .. -,.)·,'' :.:•~r_. 

The prophets speak falseness in my- name (fer) I did riot 
nnd-them nor collllllmd•than,·nor speak to than. A false 
vision, a div.lnation, foolishness, the dece1. t of their 
lips (is the 80\ll'Ce ot ) tbalr prophesying unt.o you. • -· 

··_ -Jeremiah, thrust into a situation reminiscent of the situation 

into -WhiohMieaiah waa thrust, fin:la t~~t his words are not relied, ~on 

beca~e he tells the people what the;y do not want to hear (261ll). He 

pr1'1cla1m" that without doubt, God baa ■mt hims · -

' 

••• faithfully (l'an~t):·aod ~~-~ant me unto you to speak 
all these words in your ears (15). -· -

The :word_-taithfully is uaed because',of,the;poasibllity ot,,a;,double ;,:. 

entendre. Not only can •anet-hare man,,thlt"tbe.-id~· isCtrue •-that God 

did send .Jeremiah, but that also,,• Id.nee· hllV&II aent,,Jeraniah- llll.lst ,be 

faithful t,o· his 111'..soion on whioh\he'.waa' sent. · He must· say.exaotq 
· . . . . 18 . . ·•· ,·. . 

what was said to him. : ·-:,, i• ,·, -_i , ::,,,t ':' , .. ,,:. •'i' •.,a.· .. ,:·>' ·•· -.-. ,, . 
. . . .. ' ' 

Though the people . do believe J eraniah, and p'ut their confidence 

in him, no expliaL t reason is stated why they do. The problem is natur

ally a dUficult, one. How 0an a man libo has not reaeived the word of 

Ood directly (else he had no need for a prophet) decide in which of two 

prophets· to place his conf'idenoe, if these two prophets say comra

dictory things? In Chapters 27 an:l 28, Jeremiah cClliea int.o sharp con

nict w1 th the prophets who tell the people that they will not have to 

serve _Babylon. They cl.aim, as he does, that their -word comes from God. 

Shall the test of a man 1s words be .his or&torical ability? Should it be 

hCM many people agree with him? Obviousq, the answer in both oases is 

no. But neither oan the anBlier be that the prophet states that his word 
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is from God. The true measure tor whether or not to place one's con

fidence.in a prophet cannot be'thli:t stat.ant, 11reaJJ7 _Ood did send 

me.''· i-:,It is to\ bo expected that the prophet who is the •true' one will 

feel quite .frustrated as he sees the false prophets say with him that 
. ' .. ' : ' . . . ' . ' ··=-·~. t.: -!':-\ ' ·'· " 

God sent· than and receive as much confidence .for their eq1ng it as 
. ' . ' ' 

the·· 1true1 prophet. It is amid sum .frustration that Jeremiah comea 

up w1 th the formula · 
-.· ~ -':L\t\ ~- · · 

When a prophet propheaieli- peace, at· the 'mcaent that b11 
word comes to pass,· then ehall'the prophet.-be known that 
the Lord real'.cy' sent h1Jnl9 (Ib1dt28t9). 

In_j,hrasing this formula, Jeradah gives.as the ~·.r~~--~ 
fi~_c.e 1n a prophet what w have ~d.r. ··•~ ia, tor the -mo~t ~rt,.: 

,• ,' ',•• I 

the:gelieral ground for confidence between man and•• 'Whether it.'vas 
' . 

in the court, or in ever;rday in~ral.ationships between h111W1.balng1, 
. .--~·' ' . 

anpil'~~ mdence and not the claim, "I_.have God, on my aid~," ~~~>-. 

the u1 ti.mate test for the truth of a 11811 1 s VOl'ds and~ f'or; plaal."' oon-. ' 
• 0 C ,0 •·•· 

' ' 

fidence in h1a actions. · 

' 
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. FOOTNOTES 
.. , . 

- . · .. , .· ~ : ~ . 

· · .. '::··;~.·;,.._ .... } ·:-.:: \:~~-'1f.1,J..1:•r:.r11 ~;J 
. ; • ·L:·\-'!·:t. ·4 ~ ).:t:I' ·.:,~:·,~"J.i{ 1\·~ 

. -. : 

1 
Proverbs .31.3-4 see above page.rt, of Chapter II •. , , : . , 

2· 
._ Qt~_,P?»,,...b11 1118. · .· · ·: ;,.,,. ,rU.1 

• . '• -"_ .' •. . ' , ' . . · . . · . .. · ' • ~, • ••: ~ f'., l 

.3 We have noticed befcre, page ,1 , that another qualii7 '.of t'"*' which 
· alllllls one to have o~nfidenoe 1n ttat whioh partakes o.t 1 .1• 1~~ ~rii•to 
. longlastingneas. er. the verse two linee later 12119 . 

1 
· . · ., :,•~,,, s 

· · : ;-r ....... ·· 1. ·, ... 
The tonguo of faithfulness ( •,et) is established forever; 
The tongue or falseness (lasts but a twinkling. 

4 Notice also in the messianic passage of Is, ~ah ll15 which describes 
· the'Messiah as coming with righteousness and faithfulness girded 

-· abo~ him. In a time where aeour1t1 will be so firm that th~ B)llbol 
ot .th~. wolf am the sheep lying togethao is used, it ill said that , 
he wl.U not judge acoording to what his eyes and ears tell him, but 
with righteousness ard equit7. A hint is found hare also or anpiric 

. verifioation. 

S The aptness of verii'ied as a transla ti.on or the niphal or 1amen is 
realized whm one sees that they have similar etymologieal develop• 
ments,. 5£!1); caning from the La.tin verus-truth. 

6 nidd 1n turn is willing to do chased and 1emet (2S 216) with the 
· man of Jabesh-Gilead because th• have already shown their lO)'lllty 

by an overt aot -- burying Sau1. Perhaps they keep sane ancient · 
agreanent about burying the dead. .. · 

. . . . 

7 Nciti~e also from Numbers 11112 (pelOII page7o) an 10111en should aqt 
a:11 'though he tad home and conceived the child ha cares ror. We 
might here have aid 1n e,cplaining the use of 1cgm 1n Isaiah 4912,3. 

8 ~~11e 7 ms bom inserted between verse 3 and 4. -,.·•·\·' 

:9 Compare Genesis 47129J Jacob, on his death bed feels that he ~s to 
make bis am son-who has oertainly prowd himself a loyal aon- swear 
that be will keep his word to his father. Perhaps 1 t is because 
Jacob will not be around to rend.nd him. 

10 Note also that in Nehemiah ll:23, the ordinanoe which is fran the 
king over the singers in the temple service, it being a law that 
must be oarried out faithfully every day is talked about thus 1 

J . . 

For the commandment or tho king is upon (the singers) a 
i'irm ( •amanah) ordinance on tho sil'IBers fer their daily 
routine. 

' 1 
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Mention should also be made .ot -the numerous reference to positions in 
society which require 'ilitdliih{ Usually they are positions such as 
apportioning or guardl.ng, which require that all menmers or soctetJ", 
lead.,r8. ~.tbs people, place th~ ~nt'ide~e in tho/, , . >-•XV••,~:!ti ••;;;, 

. apportioning1 2K2216, 7J IICh .31112,15.18 
guarding1 ICh 9122126. · ·. · . · ,:. ••··· •hc1;,1--1.·:i 
others (perhaps skill?) r !Ch 9131J IICh 3lul2. 

• 
1 l•-_-. .• , .d .• ·.,· :_·:-_.-,',:';_;·,•).f» ··:··· 

ll''Cf;.' Esther 9130. The kine wants to assure the Jews that there will 
·. · be no pogrom. He sends worda of p•ce and fai th.fhlnep ('•et)•·;~,,:· 

12 Cf. IK 11.36. 'Amen is used here to show affirmation, that one oan have 
confidence 1n him who says it. 1'he inai.dent is that the servant agrees 
to anoint Solomon for David. Actually hia agnEJD1nt,•.his·aontidenoe.1n 
the value of the deed is that the deed is wanted by Gode 

13 Notice that she aaka for a deperllable sign (Jo~hua 2,12f and ge~·it 
. ·(2118). . . . . . .' ,_·...... · .. ' . i;: ,',• ,; :,:' ,,.,., t,, .• ·'.•/•' . 

14 Eltber because thalr attitude is the kind ot attitude ttat Ood wants 
ar because they are c:bing His will. See the discussion ot the grounds 
on w~ioh God will put His oonf'idenoe in 111111,,abo~•• . Chapter I~) . 

!lS Hero the ground for man I s conf'iden~e:1~· .God :la ·111s overt shCRod.ng of 
His might• See above, Chapter I, P• I~ /I • . . 

. 1.· .• • ·. -~ ·'•'·-~ "i:+ ,•··•:~' ·:- .. , .. ,; .-·;,:·.'.,···· .. -. 
16 Ultimately their confidence is in the. sitoi. · · · .. ,. · ·· · · ,. · .,, , 

• ,• • • ' '.' •. "": .._•. :'"• ~;:;•~·~ • ., ._•~I".•.• 

17 On -tthe subject of placing confidence in a man because we overtly see 
that God is his support, ti1. 2Ch 32115. Here the serwants of Senna• 
cherib try t,o persuade the people not to support Reeldah (not to 

. lave contidmae in him) because of wat he aaya God can do. They 
sq it is not possible that God can do this, using as· proof that 

· no 0th.- god ms been able to stop the Maoter, and. th.us, trying ,,to 
make the people 11believe" that Hezekiah's God is not worthy or con• 
tidenoe, show that Hezekiah is not worthy or con11denoe •. 

18 See above, Chapter II where one of the grounds .fcr,}God,s.oont'idenoe 
in IIBll is that man do Ood1s bidding. 

, • I ",.":•',.- .,: :., :. • ',r .:'- ~ • 

19 For more examples of tho word of a man being true because he ms 
that word from God, ct. Daniel 81l2,26J,·.:912J, and J0b1~14.':":1••;., 
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COHCLUSIClf 

\·~~F ;::i.,Bea,ruae :tba Table ot Contents 11 in_ itself a series ot oonal:uions, 

and:l.beoauae:nanar, oonoluaiou have appeared·at th~-ends•of.the':ahapters 

aJid.'.'ao• of tmir aeotions, these concluding· reJJBrks<will be devoted, in 

tba;mriin, to oonparing and oontroastin(t the various coriclwd.ona alJieady 

stated~ .. Thus·.we shall compare the groun:ls for man's cont.l.dence 1n God 

with the grounds for Ooci•s confidence in IIBllJ the grounds .rcr ·Ood•li oon

t:ldenae in man with the grounds .for ·mn1s confidence in manJ and the 
grounds ttr manta cont'idence,in~llllll1 with·tbo grounds 'fer mants••cori~ 

We· !:ave -~n thlt1·tha three ma.jcr '81'0\Uld8 far't·-•if·\confideinoe 

in: Ood·'.are :t.hat •Ood•vante to· keep· Rl.·e·wcrd, 'that' CJad: can ;Jmep.lh{a''word 

am· tba t Ood las · kipt' :Hl.s word.··. We pluu~d-th·•• ideas':as1God• is lidn,. 

carElJ ;CJcid fa genuineJ'·and· God is conetant. '-We did:not-group the:•re-,',~ 

ta-tine"' c:ioncerned· with··Ood1s;oonfidenoe in-mari ;around.\tbe••iaeaa':c,f :' . 

Binaar:f:_,.f ability and, constancy.• We/11:f.gbt ·however app~ these three'•.·• 

ideas, t.o. JIIUl·.and sao how the grounds ,for -God's confiderioe' ·in mart-'com-. . '. . . 

. ~ 
doe1;::not MOIIS~ aak proof. '. Qod.f1 ·areatioil•o.r: the>world'WBB pur-

poaiviJ'· He~ gaq' man; a'"'planh(Torah)A by 'i,hioh :m.iJl'-'could 'follow 1Hl.'a 'pur

pollC!fl{J{EI ·sta.ya:tm.naere ,eveif after :creation;- riot de!"l.ected i'rom Hie 

purpose:.1>y;.tbo .act:1.9DS._ ~:f' ~n. '.~ ~pirical .evid4311oe is brought in sup-
~~~~-?...~;..~ .. :~>~·..:.~;.-:~ .. ~-:.,; .... ,,.;.;.r,.~: ,.•~;;..;..•:;_,, .~::-.:·~ ...... ::• ..... :;'..: .. ,}.;..,~· .. ~:..:.: ·:,~. •·. . ;· :.' ' 

p01't or the la.tter idea, but tho former idoae do not seem to require 
Eotil ?~::1ri1. _.'!_!l.i' 1J.-::!i :?l.t,1.~·:t.,; t;·~.::·::: 't.' i_:e.::i;':./. ' ;·:,:·. '. 

0

; .'):·'.:":~';Hltni; n}~ !f;,''';7; ~ r\ 



""~-:;,..•,,:::... :.a;_• ·'.,. ' ~-,,.~·.IIUll''•~Ullllae.•·" --i• :,,::1/" 1 •-rt..":\-',,.. /··-~-;··· . . . ·. ~-
' . . . . . . '11,, ' 

\,i,,,r.t(ft,~,!i l"or"snf 'the' :ldea,'ttiat· God 111 •&i~ God 'i.e. •Cthat,ffo·., can:'.;., 

keep':Ill~1'word u·· also a basic premise r~/~h of his confidence in<Ood • 

.Agaiifhe''doea:-not>Urlrei'ur.t]1'6-111_1't01" anpjriaal proof. ·ve saw that the 

'mdimce;iinrllhalled waa to some extent empirical,: but often th~'ida1,:, 

~t'.~Ooci:..hae'-wha:t it takes to be a real God was aocepted without the-· 

\.;j-:•\~ •lh~Pl.l'st mi)eriitnoe ls, of· course; by its wry' ?iltU!'e; the only 

kindl'of' ciriteri:on•thatt cari be' brought to bear when cc,nsidering God's 

constan~;c r' 'ftieioe' 11· . an abundance of ~oot. · ·It -eh ow.d, be noted that · 

Ooc.ttet- acmatancy- is aalled upon•' to'· buttreu ithe ''olbal""groundl f~ ~ 

'ti'd~c·e;:.! Hence'· there ill . a . tendency to consider mipirioal' evidence tor 

c~nfiderioe in God as ulti111o.tely ·m4i'e rellabla'' 1than' othal- ol.td•s.1 

',~ ·-~--: ''In cont~st,' God's confidence in liierfi1i'·ba1ed'almost mt:Lrety 

on·enpncal evidence. It is true that Ooi wants mim to be einceree· 

But'·nnp'·must ehc,i, thia ·sin~riw through his 0 acticins1'; b:,. tha 1wa;r he· 

do'es all or God Is camiall!ments' by tbs way i he 'a voids'>all · the cClllllllnd

ments · ot the · other gods, 'by· t.he way he· treats his· ·fei~~-• -:, R11f-ein• 

cer:l. t:r and his c0n:Jtaney are thus ~anated. No distination is made. 
. ~ ·~. ' . 

I~ fact, nan must. prove his sincerity, through hia, constancy. Tho· . 
i~?:~/. .-~ ?;~_,'{-' ,::'.._~/.;,. ,/_: .-:,-:,)_:.q•_: ,- ... _·._.'-: '·. :> _.· -·_.,,·._ >' ... •/,:1·,;· -::~'-.: •... YS.· 
oncy- · casa · not requiring empirical proor, and it -is a significant ease, 

ooncern11 niln1s abili tu to· be ·reliable. This ability God accepts ·"on 
faith•"·' This ability, is never questioned~2. · It .ifJ ·a basio•·pranise 

'for all of Clod's confidence in man. It :f.s; almost as-though God vere 
. ' . 

Sllying, "I knar you can, if'• only' you will~" ·; · : ',.... ., .. · ·1 · ';•-.,<, :• 
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r~:t,1,cmahip ,to G~ and.man• a relationsbip·'to o~ men •.. The IJ1miJ11"ity-
• , - ; · -•• I, ; I . , . • , 1 •, . • , , . ·:•·:.., .. - . ;,\· ,. .. , • .. , , 

bet.vii• man 1a ~ .God1s confidaioe in~ iR ·striking. ,Both ,mn and God 
. . . . ' ' . . ,~ . . ,·, 

require eapirioal ev:l.d_enc.e fCll' the reliability or a .. man. When looking • 

at men .tro11L,tbe point or view of their relationship tq othfll" men, ... both 

man·and God ·wanb to-knew if these men speak truly, ~ without dev1c .. , 
' ' 

alll-are. loyal,. They are both wary ot people who claim to be rellabl .. 
' ' 

ibqr,:ilant to know whe~er thooe men have been.reliable •. They want to 

know whether their actions .have been constant, arxl they want to lmow 

if their words bear out invest:l.i,ition, 
\-.,:·. -,', :: . -:·, (, ;1 '• :.:-, . ; . •. . . 

":,._. ' ,..,.-1¥6fu the· point 'of.' view of manta relationship to Ood, God wants 

~oal. prooi' o.t man •a ; r,eliabili V -~- man Jft.ntll .;.llllpiri.OBl-Iproof' of . . . . . -·.. . . ·, . ·. . ' . ''(· :',' : . . . 

man's .~ationsbip :to God, . In othet-· words, ·as.'qod:·.~.ul,~ ~--I have put 
.. . ·, ' . 

His confidcmoe in a man just beoausa the man ea.id. tllat t,h.e,:v.ou]4 b_e : . 

•true• to ,God, eo ma,n would not have put conl':l.dence,~:Ln,a::.~i,Jus:t;:be-
. ' 

causeJie. said that·h~.had God on his Id.de, Ood,will juctj, ~i~•~tr.~ 

liability- -from his. actions . towards Him, and man wilL.:-ju~ecman~ei:r,e-. . . . ' . . . 

lia¥-11ty .t'ton1 the pm-forming or a miraole or the,·prodlctiqn:·;of'n!Ul', 

eva_nt. UmerJ,ying this .idea is, of course, tho ,pitemiae that, God:Wi·ll 
,., .· ' ;· .·' ' . . . ' '' . ' 3 

be:loyal. to the man who has God on his sici~'-' , .,,.·· 0 •. ,•v:J:,. f,>,' _:;-, . ·. 

• . . 1 Beaa\we. 01' the identity ot th~ grounds. for _man~s,"9ontttlenoe 
'•.. -~- . . . . . ' . ' 

in man and God's _confidence in man, this third oomp_arison.must be1, r 

the s~ 11s the first (though the perape_ctivee are.d,iff~•t). ,an,.,; 
has bllt :to oubatitt\te the phrase God 1o co~denoe in. man, for. th~ phl'llle 

man.ts· •oonf'idence in 1111111. 

-The third comparison must be by nat'll!'e similar. to, the· fir,~. 

one tor another reason also. · And this other -reason gives added under-
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1~t-1:'l~i.~~ . ~-~~i.put .. t~~- coni'1~enoe< in ~.,~,. a,guide. Th .. erore, they 

will put thair aantidence in what He seeks 1n man. Mereover, theae 
·,· ,... ' '. ' . .- . . ~ .. . . . ' . . ' . 

thought■ about.Ood!.li .confidenoe 1n man' were'in the mime ot 1111111 before ' ' , :: ... ;.~. . .. ' ' 

~ were written into the Bible, the Bible having been written by men. 

Therefore these thoughts are automat.1.Cllllly what man conaidared to be 

inspire other• to have confidence in me? In 81.blical ttmea men might 

~-.. ,,..,,..,~-~,. ·, .... , .. ~ ... ir1•·i~ ~··,1 •, .. •· 
couici' iiave·allio Jiarkened to' the adages, ideas, ml traditions that 
· ,r~.~, .-... ,•: '. ·. ~"I,•·-· :1 • 1: 1, -: •• .· : ·. '.·· · · . · . \ · i·:._ ,-· · •. •· ,J ◄ 
later became pasaagezi' in the. books of Psalms and Proverbs and'which 

be considered reliable. For we have 

se<ii a definite.
1
pattern evolve. Thia pattem .at' criteria for grounds· 

•·,: ~ ~- .·•• \o,;/1;;/l -1.:!t;,~.~~~~-.-~..:1/.; -~ '·. . . . . . . : 
' . , •. ,,.,..~ .. J,-~,µ.-,.. ........ I'.::,· ~ ,· ., . • •. 

of oontidenoe" may· or'•·may" not have been conaalous in the minds of the 

81.blloal, autbora., ... S.\ill, the iattern ia 110 ,-1 de.tJ:riedf that 1t.mue~ re-,.i_,_,,!; ,, . .&.~., r.d.,.,_.. •.. '-~ . - .- .. 1 •• - '. ...,_,,. , • 

• ~~l,1 d,~~,f:,:'r~':'8~·:;~r. ·:thEI_ society out of which it came. 

Tm question arises, did any Biblical author address himself 
.. . " ·pl. I I ',., i I · . . : 

direot~ to the :pr.~la o~: J:lm a 111111 ray have confidenae that othen 
···•,\ .. •-"--••. . 

will have aonfidenoe 1n him? Did any Biblical authcz, auggeet how a man 

might ta~t-oi,nti'denae In himselt? It ia true'·'~i°-~wicorif.ldenae is a 
. . . 

;~~·t~~,,:• Tlii>usii' .. tni Btbiici&:r·J~uihoia • ziii.t have e~rease'd it. dit-
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I 
,ffttl.7,''ithey were !tot ·~a or ita ~ae. '' \,. 
,,,··t:> ;v.i::i~\ ·A' hint' ot~thie ~-1!1' CCIIII from.;two 'pauagea alrmd,y cited 
allow. ,,: Might· not' the i:assag~l!I whicsh 'we translated 

. U YoU do ·not believe y-ou will not be established 
,:1·1-J:11•, .:-i•:' ,', (Illiah 7i9)/. . . 

l¼i,,;;.i~ 'i;,s.:,~i ,-.~,~e~ ~-~~.~~ ~- ~s~~~~ed (2Ch .2?,.1-,J)/ 
... ,..:. .... :-...... ,..~.....,.. ...... ~ ... 

. Similar phra1eology _is used by the authors of Job and Deutar-
of t!.~i:-~-~~..:~1<· ·;;::.· .. _ .. · · • ..... "=. · 

ON41ij to say tlllt 111en who oan rely no long81" on what had been their 

support. lack intemal eecur11f' ~ ... · 
. \.' . ' . . . · .. , .· ,· '' ., , . :,: 

·, ,._.,,,,. '. 
•'. ,, ', 

Job, talking about the strong 11111n who will lose his etrangth 

to-th'e··Viond· u.ya tlllt 

,: \~;- .: ~,;,.·.·. 
r. ,, . ..:· " ·. :•- . 

•• _.he (lg, w 1amin) w1µ. n¢ ~ieve 1Jl ~, ~~:~~ ... 
:l.n ·, ;:,~,.'.! :.,>oorif1denoe~1n7-h1eflite' (28122)~· · ' · · · ·· 

'1t::,..:l1:"' '~.:,,,: ,p .'l:/·1.,: .• 

~-:, ti.}~. ~~,ot._p~~~. ~8:•~•,i +•~~--~-~- the_pe~ 

of God when the,y no lonser have Ood •1. protection, say&. , .. , , . 
\ .. • .. \ I'• • t • , ► 1 \ • •l ' ' f I ~ > • n..11~~~!• ~---. :-;-::,•• ~• .. ~• • ".: • •• ,_ '• •~• ~ •I t I • 

But 1 t is to the prophets Isaiah and Habakkuk that wo must go 
•' '· : \. • .. ' . • ' :·, ' . ' ." . : < ' '• .-.-~ ·. _: ··. : '"· .¼ ·, • •.. fa. l'INl888tiom'.:oni;the. eourae' of ·inn•/ ieourit., • .. It 'is . tnev who &d-

dnia =thelilelvee i dl.re'at.17' to :the~ jr'oblem 'of . hov a . man inight. beooiio . '· 
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■-it:.fcio~mt;~ ·L ·1n worl'da tha t·"ar• GNti>llng, ., tha:, Illa CODt1dlDl••n ;; 
. . ' 

akiiTa~ori~ 'and :speu · ot a ocnfideliae ~t -not,~·•••· frca aqttcm. \·, 

Ha-m•mn1n·111i&'ht be tranalated ·¥0~ •• ,tm:~qne1vho bu, faith.',''\: 

(tlie-'cme'vho hi.a confidael or,the 'ono Wbo"_keepai:tai:th,.(the one •ho':, 

iliapiree ··oonfidenoe) ~ , ; It 'm&\tera •little ~vhioh'.one:o( th .. :,ti'anal&Uona 

n 1~se,, it ve reaU1e that 111,;aam contains \be ~OU of all of 

these poalible t.ranala tiona. What 11 importanb here 11 that wbiah 

makes a ration ·a p 1•!1P-• The ann• is to be found. in the metaphor 

ot the halt 'Nrse which rollovs. 

I w111 make jU8tioe the line . : . 
And righteouaneas: the planet (28 tl7a) .~ 

';, . 

In other .,rds,"a · cClllllllUDity vhoae "faith" stands the teat wh•••• 

measund against the atallllrda of vhlt. is· just and right &will not be 

1n a panio~ ms no cause fer hysteria, is not tm-~tened, am 111A7 
f6 under qod, encmoe." 

But what 1f the 0011111Wlity does not staid the teet? How thai 

shall a 11Bn act that he might feel 1eCUN? In an unstable wrld, 

charaaterimed by unpunished ml-doers, Habakkuk answers 

'Ihe rJ.ghteoua man. will live by means of •munato (214). 
' 

Once again •aunah can be tranalateci various~ as faith (contidenoe) or 

.taithtulnsss (inspiring conftdenoe). And once again what 11 important 

' 
I 

i:t·no~.;;,t,h-.:: ~rt:D:~1.r:r· .trausl:;.~pn.:,u-J.~h .iro.:c~~'\1.'.lt?'~ ~:;,1t~r:l::at..· dci'fir:.ae.,'the-.!~~-... . . 
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1a . not the particular translation. which we cb.ooae but what detinoa t.he :· --·· .. . .- L\•J·~..t~~~~-, 
\·• .. ' ., , ' . 

'PP'!h ot the righteous man. We have seen throughout this wq that 

a man•a tait.hi\ilneas is knClffl by his deeds, m0l'e J)ll"ticular~ his right

Bow than 8haU the . 
t,/ .L fJ. 

:r1111.1ab and Habakkuk answer the queations1 haw a man aan he.\re 

con:tidrnoe-1n hiaseli'. . ::~-.:t < •. --'~\ .. _.r . . _--l . n <~{ ·/ :.1 i: .:, l-'\~;~::-=-. t>f:1 ·~-

They- Ml,. _the, man who aots 1n such a wq that 

..... •_., 
. ' -~ :'°' ·..-.•> 

f'•: " .,_., J .... ... 
11t•,;,.;.,,, ... n, 
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. OOllJLUSION 

,.. ·• • * ,. 

FOOl'IOTI!S 

' . . . ' 

J.ht~!.d::.t~ -:.t. : .. ~.-~-.:.:1:;, __ •;~~-.:::,,._...-:.-. _ _:·'·,;.·.·· ·-·. ·,,·_._.-.•... , · :.-•· ... -'~.:,r:.j,';~~•- ; ► ·:./.1. 

!!:r.~·.,~p ~~e,ct it~iiiflnteresting to note the. opiate effect of a 
miraale-baeed contJ.denae. From the nany paeaagee 1n the Bible vhiah ., 

J,u~all. ot:(Jod 11 performing lliraclea tar the people vho IOCID •,f'Cll'la 
T::tba,:.a1. well u from the dialogue between God and MoBN vhln th97 
"f;';;ctt.-oun. th, . iltid tcr· many sign■, ve 1ee that a contidenoe 1n Ood 

baeed on the anpirioal evidence of Hie miracles requires the conetant 
;;r.pll'tond.qs ot lliraole1. 

~,.In ironical contrast to th, fact that IIBD otten had to.,be lhaimAthat. 
J;:\Ood had the ability to be reliable. •.. . .. , 

3 Much confidence seemingly placed in man is really placed in God.· It 
1a. perhaps similar w1 th those. who put their cont.t.dmce in men 'Who 
tear God. In such casea ve do not have stated reaaone vhy theae mm 
tear God, though it is pres'll'll8~ because they hlve obeyad God'• 

_ oomrranments (follCMed the moral ord_. He ea~bµ&h~)., ,, , .. ,'.·'· :, 
(l1H-·" ·,·,• - . ' ' . . '. . · .. '. ~•.\:,,, ---~ '·'. ---.{\ l,U 4 !4 

•-: .. -• -• - ••• - --~i, :~:i rf .. t:L:, \;:>)~_;-::;J~ ~ 
. ,~,:Colpere tbs negative approaoht 

r~~:Ji; ·>· 1 !he fool .!,ll;L Bi! his confidence <.n..!.wn) _1n.'mrat11J~s;•:~,:\~~. 
,!t.; __ :.:./.?.:~.Bll\ the cnftt okeberore he leap~.,..ba 14115). 

'-~s.e,'~nk• Pronhetio Faith 1n 1-,e, pagu 37t. Hotioehow"~ 
P.~this ·nmtapbcrfita with what waiFd above concerning the relation-

1h1p or truth and confidence through the baaic idea or stability-. 
'l'he moral arder whioh gl.ves stability al.so gi ws the 1tandarde for 
measuring how "true II a man is to tlB t order and hence how sec:ure 
one might feel in putting his confidence in him. Thia moral ord.
gave to Isaiah concerning a people and, as we shall 1ee ahort]1', 
to Habakkuk concerning a person, tre standards far cont'idenae 1n 
one■elt. 
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