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PRECIS

This essay is a search for grounds of confidence, It is

an attempt to see what the authors of the Bible said man and God consii-

" dered stable, that is, worthy of this confidence, No attempt, however,
will be made to give a complete systematic account of the grounds for
faith which appear in the Bible, The purpose of this essay is to show
what grounds for confidence the authors of the Bible had in mind when
employing forms of the root 'amen to show relationships of reliability
between God and man and between man and man, The primary concern is
with the root 'amen and its derivatives, These derivatives are under-
stood from the cbntext‘s‘ in which they are used and not from the grame
matical forms in which they appear. For the goal is not merely to
understand each reference thoroughly, (and hence why any particular
form was used) but rather to see how the various references contribute
to an overall pattern,

The final formulation of this pattern which forms the
Table of Conténts took place only after all the verses which contain
derivatives of the root Jamen were set in.relief against the contexts
in which they appear,

The major conclusions reached about the grounds for con-
fidence vhich the Biblical authors had in mind when employing derive

atives of the root 'amen are as follows:

1. Man's confidence in God rests upon three gounds:

ag God is sincere ~ God wants to keep His promise,
b) God is genuine - God can keep His promise,
c) God is comstant - God has kepts His promise.

2o The grounds for God's confidence in man are two:
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a) Man must prove to God through his actions that
God can rely on him,

b) Man must prove to God through his actions that
other men can rely on him,

Man's confidence in man, like God's confidence in man,
rests upon man's relationship to God and other men,

a) Man must prove empirically that other men can trust
him, ,
b) Man must prove empirically that God is behind him,

Man demands empirical evidence for putting his con-
fidence in God on the ground that God has been con-
stant, But he will often accept God's sincerity and
ability without such evidence,

Both man and God demand empirical evidence for putting
their confidence in man on the ground that man is sin-
cere, or has been sincere, But they accept without
any evidence man's natural ability to be faithful if
he wanis to be,

Man can have confidence in himself if his actions ine
spire others to have confidence in him,
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CHAPTER I3

CHAPTER II:
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Analogy of confidence, purpose of essay, limita=
tionsﬁethodolog.

MAN'S CONFIDENCE IN GOD

A, Ood is sincere -- He sincerely wants to camny
out Mis ward,

1, He created the world with a purpose,

2. Ho gave man a reliable gulide to the world, .
3¢ IHiis God's intention to be righteous,

Lo G0d pursues His purpose in mercy and justioce,

a) He forgives in order not to be deflected -

from His goal,
b) He does not play favorites,

B, Jod is genuine -- He can carry out His wqrd;
1, His strength to do what He says He is going -

to do differontiates Him from the no-gods,
2o Ho uses this strength over people and natwre,

C, God is constant -- He has carried out His word,

1, Claims are not emoughy empirical evidence
is needed,

2. There is an apparent refutation,

3. God's past relntionship to Israel is dis-
couraging,

h. God's past relationship to Israel is en-
comraging, sometimes it is enooung:lng
despite Cod's past relationship,

g God's past relationship to individuals,
His past relationship to David -- a spe-
olal Casa,
o) God's past relationship to a peoples
Ge God's future relationship to Israel does
not depend on His past relat.ionship.

a) Some apocalyptic confidence,
b) Israel will gain confidence throug'l wit=
neasing.
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CHAPTER III:

God has confidence in man's ability to be
worthy of this confidence.

This confidence is not based on man's
strength,

It is based on men's heart

It is based on man's patience with God.
It is based on nan's confidence in liis
l:_h_‘a.ol'esu, -

Men must advertise this faith.

Besides being based on the right attitude,
God'!s confldence in man 1s based on the
right action.

a) Man must serve only God with his actions -
doing only His commandments.

b) Man must make all his actions please Qod =

doing all His cormandments,

B. Han'.s relationshi;g_ to other men,

1,
26

3.
b
5.

God expects men to be faithful to other men.
He will reward faithful men with His faith-
fulness{in them.

He will punish the unfalthful by withdrawing
His feithfulness from them. |
His confidence in a society depends on the
Jjustice within that socdlety.

His confidence depends on Justice rather
than sacrifics,

MAN'S CONFIDRCE IN MAN

A. Man's relationship ‘o man. e

1. There is a moral order like the physical

2

3

order which gives stability to the world,
a) Those who follow the ader are stable
and add to the stability.

b) Those who do not are not worthy of
confidence,

These people are stables

a; Those vho are diserest.

b) Those who carry out thelr missions,

o) Witnesses who do not misrepresent,
reality -= who do not lie,

These are the criterla by which men consider
other men fait.hful.

a) Bnpirioism is the ground for testing
their words. :
1) in the court.

2) in every day experience
3) in polities,

L) a warning against guile.
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CONCLUSION:

Dage
b) Family relationships are considered trust- 62
worthy by their nature,
1) Such is the case with the people who 62
rear children,
2) But there is danger in the natural as- 6l
sumption, - |
3) Ultimatefyeven in familial relatione 66
ships, ampiricism is the final criterion,
c) There is confidence between leaders and 66
their people, - ~
1) Leaders have confidence in their fole 66
. fowers when these followers anoint them
sincerely, and show by their actions
that they support them == do not revolt,
but support them wholeheartedly,
2) People have confidence in their leaders 69
when the lsaders judge falthfully and
with Justice, care far them as one who
ralses a child and try to preserve the
moral order among the people,
B, Man's relationship to God, 71
1, Men place their confidence in men when they 71
"believe" that Ood is present in the minds
of these men, . '
2o Men will place their confidence in men who 73
are shown to have God's backing through
miracles,
3. There is danger in putting confidence inmem 75
only when they use God's backing to your
favor,
lio How to tell a prophet: 76
a; not by what he says, 77
b) not by what he does, T7
c) but by what happens, 78
5, Ultimately, even when men's confidence in 80

other men is btased on the relationship of
these other men to fod, empirical evidence
and not the claim, "J have God on my side,"
is the test for truth of a man's words and
for placing confidence in his actions,

A, Comparisons of the grounds for confidence discussed 81

1, The grounds for man's confidence in God
compared to the grounds for God's confidence
in man,

81

iii,
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2. The grounds for OJod's confidence in man 82
compared to ths grounds for man'a cofl=
fidence in man,

3. The grounds for man's conﬁ.denoo in man 83
compared to the grounds for man's cone
fidence in God,

B. Man's gconfidence in himself 8y

1. In any soclety a person wishing to live and 8k
work with others must ask himself, what must
I do, how must I act that my actions will
inspire others to have confidence in me?

2, Though they did not use the expression gelfe- 84
confidence, some Biblical authors were aware

men wanting to have confidence that others

will have confidence in them,

a) Certain authors said that if you put yow 85
confidence in God, you will have cone
fidence in yourself,
by Others said that men who ¢gn no longer rely 85
* on what had been their support lack inter-
nal. security,

3¢ Isaiah and Habakkuk address themselves directly 85
~ to the problem of how to obtain imner seocurity,

a) Isalah sald that the nation which acts 86
Justly has no cause to panic,

b) Habakkuk szid that the righteous man need 86
but be "true" to his nature,

~ o) Isaiah and Habakkuk would sgy that tho man 87

who acts in such a manner that his actions
inspire others to have confidence in hinm,
he may be self-confident,

FOOINOTES (at the end of each chgpter)

BIBLIOGRAPHY

~ L LT T

(LR TR LT

- - et - . . . . aa =
AW AR PN | WA ] 1 el IYERN - 1O " e sl

iv,

!
‘:
—

e £ 1 e A e



 mmomor
+ To: appred.ate a performance of a atr:lng quartet is to appreciate
the m:lta o!' cmﬁdenoe.
" Wateh the first violinist as he starts to play, stops after sev-
eral bars, and then, precisely at the correct moment begins to play a-
-galns What enables the others to play on, concentrating -on their ovm
pb}fbmnces, confident that he will enter at the right moment? .' Is it
not confidence? |
-~ listen to them play all at once now, with no one to lead them,
no one to keep time for tﬁem, Hear the antiphonal struggle between
the viclins, the contrapuntal tenslon of the cello and viola, What
anables them to play with such precision? Is it not sdll? . .
Notios hov they work togetter, guided by a camon contract
tell:l.ng than all both the goal and the road, each artist lmouing that
as long as-each one :I.s 'true! to the ocontract, t.hev w1l auoceed. What
ramg shall we give to such success? Is it not art? -
A string quartet conalsts of four artists blending thedr AN
dvidual skills. to prodice one work of art, 1f 4t were possible to
put such things into mathematical terms, we might sy that the product |
of the:l.r work together is grea.ter than the sum of t.l'nlr ind vidual
performmces. What must be the primary quality in their relationships
$o account for this additional factor? Is 4t not confidence?
- Ig it not confidence based on the knowledge that each artist
'h‘a's ‘mtmd into thelr compact with the sinoere desire to perfoma
work or art? - (Ila will sincerely try to be 'truo' to tho oont.mt.')
Is’ :I.t not conﬁ.dmce baued on tha knwledgo thnt enoh u-tiat has tho




atdlity (skill) to perform a work of art? (He can remain 'true' to the
contract,) 'Is it not confidence based on the lmowledge that. through
practice, each artist has shown himself capable of performing a work
of art? (They have already executed the contract,) Moreover, with
each execution of the ocontract, with each practice, thelr oconfidence
in one snother is buttressed, For men are not machines and what they
produge ¢an never be reduced to mere mathematical formulae, Fach man
is different and what one learns from practice with one person cannot
always be applied to another person, Working together, human beings
must 'g& used! to one mother before they can have confidence in one
another, ' » ‘ A7 .
The Hebrew werds far art, artist, pragtice, skill, and truth J@L " o ::A‘K E
all are derived from the root’\’ ‘amen, ) So 13 the Hebrew word ‘emunah Jﬂg;r"k}
which means con.ﬁdenca.l Jamen means stable, This essay is a search | * /
fbr‘ gfbunda of oonfidence, It is an attempt to see what the authors ¢V
of the Bible said man and Cod considered stable, that is, worthy of
thelr confidence, |
Since every aspect of soclety, not only art, 1s the product
and not the sum of human relationships, we may expect to find that
what has just been sald about the grounds for confidence among the
members of a string quartet will be relevant also to any dlscussion
of confidence which involves humsn beings,

The purpose of this essay is to shav what grounds for con-

T

1 |
The word confidence is used rather than faith first of all to avoid

the particular comotations of the Fnglish word faith, But also be-
cause the mrefix. %: (with, together) gives to confidence the impar-
tant connotation that a two-way relationship is invol

——y -
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i‘idenca the authors of t.he Bible had in und when auploying i'orms oi' tho
root 'amen to show ro]ationshipa oi‘ reliability bet.uuen God and mn and

. cud
......

between man and man,
'No attempt will be nadé to glve a mmae%aem of the
grounds far faith which appear in the Bible, To give such an acoount' -
we would have to ook at mny other wards such a8’ &c_l;, shatan,” -
batah, brit, ot.ci , as well as passages not employing these roots, |
Rather will the primary concern here be with the root ‘amem, and the
grounds which a writer had in mind when he employed one of its ‘ﬁ‘iv-

Ry
e

atives,

In t.his aasay, mrdn are undarst,ood i‘ron tha oont.ext in whioh
they are uaed and not i‘rm t.he gramnatical fornu! in which they appear.
Therei‘ore, t.ha organization of the essay has not. baen mada according to
gramat.ioal i‘oma. Furt.hermore s some of the forms are used inter-
changeably‘. Our gonl in not mara]y to understand eaoh reference thoe
roughly {and henca uhy arw part.icular gramatical form was uped) bubt
rather to ses how _thq vario_ua roferences contribute to an overall

pattern, This 'pa‘-l'."hérh:,"'which forms the Table of Contents was not

created beforehand as a mold into vhich to press ’c.he referencea, but.
was distilled from these re itarencea by a prooess of deduc'l'.ion. |

| Natm'a]:l.y, ma.ny references used in one part oi‘ the pattern
could have been used :I.n another. It was not always deemad NOCeBsary,
however, to re-anploy t.he same refarence, i.t' the point that it would

have made rnd a]roady been mde by some other reibrenee.

Nr.m a lagit.imte quostion t.ha'o might be asked is, "do a.ll

S ,,.'.l&s*'»' e - - ’
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i'orms of the r oot 'amon deal with faith (coni‘idence)'l" This question
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-_result.a ﬁ'un a semantic problem due to the peculi.a.r oonnotation of o
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‘the anliah word faith,



We are daaling w.lth a root (_m) which baaioally means stabla,
-r:l.m, 1n a. word, reliablo. The partd.cuhr kind of rel:lability that the
Ehglish word rait.h connotes is only one kind of renahd.lity. The Hebreu
word temunsh (usually translated by faith or fgithfulneas) contains many
other connotations of roliability besides the ono uhich the Mglish word
_::;'_g_i_p_t_l_ expresses, 1In its other comnotations, Jeamunah is in league vith
the conrotations expressed by its elbling derivatives from the parent
root tzmen, For example, 'emet (usually translated by truth) and
Jemunah (faith) could both be translated by s g, as nouns coming
from the root lamem, meaning stables
- The closeneae of the conoepts of i‘a:l.th and t.ruth as related
through the idea of reliability exists in Engl:lah o0, This losaness
is only made more obv:l.oua :I.n Hebrew by the et.ymoloa.cal connect.ions.
Thua :I.n Englidx we say:

True to his word,
4 true measure, or line,

Truly, a human being,
Tells the truth, -
She is true to him,
A true statement,

Each of the above phrases domnotes reliability, In each case
the subject is so raliable that one would not be afraid to put his
faith in it, |

'Befor‘e pr,ocedcﬂmg, referenoe should be made to t.he translation
of the word chesed. Acoordi.ng to several studies done on this word,
chaaed :lmrolvea a bargain, reliability, conf'idence, Since in mamr
caaes, studies of ehaaad were based on its relat.ionahip to 'anet, ‘bo
now uae chesed as an aid in undarstanding 'enmt oould lead to soms

dangeroua oircular reasoning. There is other evidence, however, outside
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of its relationship to 'emet which indicates that chesed relationships | “
demand reliability, Thus, in this essay the understanding of a parti- !
cular derivative from ‘amen 13 never made depondent on its relationship | !r
to chesed, But if the overall context stresses .tlnt chesed would con- :
note confidence even if it was not used with a. derivative of _‘_g:g,then |

the mresence of chesed in the passage is considered, And notice is

taken of how it adds to the commotation of confidence expressed by 1ts
nearbyderivative from _:aiegl_.

Dro Glueck has supgested the word faithfulness rather than
doving ldndness as a proper translation for chesed, Because of the
nature of t his essay, falthfulness could cguse some confusion, There- |

fore, steadfast kindness which retains the overtones of reliability |
uwgually has been anployed.2 |

S S N

» -
This decision was reached independent of the fact that tha R.S.V, -
translates chesed as "steadfast love," ‘
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. In the 'Tanach, the basis of man's confidence 1nflGo_d, as .

" reflected in the use of the root tamen, rests upon three grounds,
These gi-ounde are a)God is sinceres b)God is genuine, and o)Cod 1'_3
oonstant. In other phrases it might be stated; God means to 'keep-Hi'e
promiges. God is fully capable of keeping His promieee. God has, in
the past, kept His promises.

a) God is sincere

- The et.nt.ement "God is sincere" basically means thaf, God gin-
cerely vants t.o de that he eeye he 1e going to do. There 13 the oon-
notation that God is purpoeei‘ul, deuermined, eteadfaet, and will be
10yel From the very beginninge of man's relat.ionehip with God, thie‘
'belief' that God 13 eimere 19 an important. g'ound I‘er man's con- .'
fidenoe in Him. conf:ldence in God bepins with con*‘idenee 1n Hie orea-

tion. Man's conf:ldenoe 1n God begins with the 'be14 egn that. Ood

oreated the world u:l.th sincer:l.ty of purpose. o

For, consider a 1little boy balaneing blocks: one»eiieei‘the other
as he sits seocurely on the ﬂoor of hie home. Or think of hundreds of
men crawling about the skeleton or a sky-scraper framework as they add
their,br:lcke and beams, In each case there is.a strong -feit.h- in the-
structure m.thln which they are building. In neither caee could these

1ndiv:lduale have built towards the t‘uture eonﬁ.dent]y had they not be-

lieved that the strubture within which they were bu;lding was itself

secure,

Not q__he of the foundations fer eonfidenee"that .we shall one
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countey nere, whethaer it be a ground for confidence between man and man
or man and God, could have been-laid‘ had not the people of the Tanach
had confidence in the overall structm'o within which thay lived and
bunt.. |

~ They had confidence in this ntmctm'e because thiay- believed
that God did not create the warld helter-skelter, but 'rather with
purpose and with design, in short, with forethoughts This belef in
the s-inoerlw of God'ls- purpose 18 ex ressed in Proverbs 3:19,

God founded the world by mocans of u!.édan,
And set the hsavens by means of understanding,

Mgreover, one of the by~products of wisdom is truths

For my (Wisdom's) mouth utters truth ('anet)...

¢Proverbs 817).
Therefore, ='nce 'emet is derived from a roct basi_oa"l.ly meaning stable
Uity (Yamen), and since things which are true are cons:l.st,hnt and une
‘changing, one can with confidence rely on that which results in emet.

Put syllogistically, these ideas would read as followss
What 1s done in wisdom and understanding is done
with sincerity of pwrpose, _

Wisdom and m:derat.anding produce truth,

Truth is sircerity of pwrpose,

‘Therefore, since Qod created the world with wisdom and under
standing, He did so with purpose, Moreover, since wisdom and under=
standing produce truth and truth is stable, one may have confidence
in what God thus ereated purposefully,

It follows then, that if God established the universe with a

specific purpose in nind, He means to do something about it, And if
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God is sincere in what He says and does, then man can look forward to
His words and deeds as guides to traversing the paths of the mrld.l
For who would have a better map of the ways in which to framae the
vorld, than He who uith foresight and with sureness of p\ﬁp«g made
these ways?

The woarks of His hands (result in) g _t.x (temet)
and justice

All Ris precepts are %hb; e (n g'manim)
ot

Supporting unto all
Fashioned in sure mﬁy ('emet.) and atraightfor—

wardly (Psalm

especially when these ways were planned to last (Psalm 119:151,152):

You are near O God and all your commandments are
Ieliabls (temet).
Of old I knew from youwr testimonies that you
established them for ever,
And especlally when He who made the ways by which to traverse the world
whioh He created also mapped them out,
Your righteousness is a righteousness (that will last)
forever, ( ) _ )
- Amd your guide for man (Torah) is reliable ('emet
(Ibids 142). 5
In this last quotation we have a hint that God is involved
with his righteousness and that His righteousness is made to last,
The same psalmist, a few lincs earlier, said that that which is

righteous is also reliable,

Tou ooumrnnded your testimonies righte
And very faithfully (‘emunah) (Ibdd: 138),

In fact, one paalm:laﬁ found God's righteousness so sure and so pure
posed that it gave him a solution to his theodical problems, Expressing
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his confidence in God

It 48 good to give thanks unto the Lard,

esstnd to tell of your sure mercies in the morning.

And of your reliability ('emunah) in the cvening

(Psalm 92:3)/' |
he stated that even in the flourishing of the wicked, there was purpose.
God had caused them to flourish in order to destroy them, and so He was
‘still faithful to His righteousness (Ibidi8),

An interesting variant is found in Psalm 88312, As the psal~
mist languishes under terrors brought on by a God whom hé adnits to be
righteous, he seems almost to be trying to remind CGod that we mortals
are after all bub martals, and if God absolutely adheres to His pure
posed righteousnsss, He may well consume us in lis ardbrs |

W11l your sure mercles be told in the grave?

Will they tell of yow fgithfulness (!anunah)
in destruction?

There is no questioning thet what God does is right or righteous,
The only question is, "Will'thi‘.a steadfastness be fruitful?"

At lsast twice, ths psalmist appeals to tals very 'steadfaét-
ness or faithfulness of 'ptjn'pos_e when he socks guidan:qé.. In Psaln
i3s3 after asking t.o be delivéred from deceitful men; the authorts
appeal shows his confidence in God's purpose,

Send your light and your faithfulness (femet); theyr

W 11 lead mo and bring me into your holy mountain,
It is Just because the author of Psalm 36 felt that in God's light
nen see 1ight, the fountain of 1ife being with God,> that he praised
God's falthfulness
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0 Lord your swe mercies are unto the skies, /
And your faithfulness (temunah) is unto the heavens (6)/,(

and appealed to God through his confidence in God's falthfulness tat
He deliver the righteous from the wicked,

Yet it is probably in the splendid description of what God's
law does, which 1g found in the latter Ialf of Pealm 19, that we have
the o:!.aareat statament t.hat.r'God has created a plan aclcord:l.ng to His
purpose, The psalm, moraom,l e#ﬂ.:l.uitly mentions what that purpose

is

Godts plan for men (Tarah) 18 perfect, r‘_jeatorinjg the soul,

Hs testimonies are of sure purpose (ne'emanah) making
wise the simple (8) ; -

and it implicitly asoribes to God the desire to carry out that purpose,

’c.h_us laying the grounds for conf:ld'enoa in Hi{s Torah,

e e e

It does not follow, however, that Just because a promiseis
made initially in sincerity that it will be carried out, For camnot
cne vho promises be dissuaded from @arrying out wlat he origimally
intended? What, in particular, of the actions of men? Oan they
not dissuade God from s purpose? Or does He ret.ain His original
purpoaiieneaa, geeking His goal's unswerv_lngly? The latter would
geem to be the case oven if only the doxological Psalm 100 were
taken into consideration, ' |

For well meaning (tov) is the lLards his sure mercies
- are forevers :

And 'He sticks by His word' ('emunahto) in every
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But t.hero 1a more than amp].e ev:ldence to re-enforce t.ho pu:l.-
m:l.st.'s Joyous exclmut:lon. This evidmoa groups itself into. two o
categoriess In the first category, we find that God keeps after what

he wants,  He 1s steadfest in His purpose even after He is released
from His wvord by men breaking thelr part of the bargain, Ood is; in
a word, cmaﬁa:lomte. And compassionate, perhaps, because He sine
cerely wants %o do what He intended to do, In the second category, we
find that God kecps after His goals no matter how men try to bescome His
favorites, that, in a word, Ood is just, And just, fpm-mps,‘bocauae it
was His very intention from the beginning to bring justice to the wr].d.
“In the category whers God may have been released from Hiu parh

of the bargain, we £ind both 1n a pr:lvate psaln, and in an ap:l.sode

from the 11fe of Moses, that God's truth is coupled with Hs graoféoua-
ness and Fis mercy, but above all, with His slowness to anger,

' In Pealm 8615, there is an allusion to Ood belng quick 6
pardon thoss t.hat eall upon Him, And the psalmist later says to God

You, O Lord, God of compassion, gracious, long

ffering, md obuiant; in M& E

AT TS s AT
e A i AR
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And Hosea uses these same adjectives to describe God as God ;nssea by
during thelr meeting for the Becond get of t.ableta&/ Exe 3hs4 Moses —
undoubtedly has in mind the fact that Cod did not uttarly deatroy His

s ‘:?gmf o
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people when he oould have dono o after t.hey hﬁ. Hin and wrshipped
the golden calf, But Ood is still loyal to His purpoae.h

Both Psalm 106 and the author of Isaiah §917 a-.‘.érm God as
bed.ng fa:l.thml even though He did not have to be; as om desarv.lng _
oonﬁdenoo, as one who is tmnted, and t.he 1nplioation 13 beoauso e Ri A4
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want.a to bo faithml

:I.n God and t.ook it away again,

Md(gjﬂ' m thﬂll' Eﬂi (w_) 1!\ His Vﬂ'dso.o
Thq quidk]y rorgot H:I.a deoda.u(13)/

or they would not put. their oonfidence in His m:rd at alls

And they, rejectéd the delightful land and:did.noﬁ

put ‘their confidence in W4s wards (ya'a.mim) (2!;)'.
Iet desp:lte ‘these actions, contlnuea the paalm, God had not. deatroyod
t.he people, though 1t must be admitted, He thought of do:lng 8o, He
had punished them, but He had not destroyed them, And the reason He
d1d not destroy them 18 the sane reason appealed to by the psaluist,
above, in his coiicluaiom Isreal is important for God's name, faor
qu'a purpose, ﬁeépite Israel's actions and fealimga tmrda the

covenant, as kth'e covenant is concerned with God's purpose 8o God 1s

faithful to the covenant, So much is this the case, that upon praise

ing God as eternally the God of Israel (deap:l.te_ what they have done
to Him), the paa.lm:l.at- can ack that all the peop:l.e confirnm their be-
ldef in God's perpetual faithfulness towards Iarael.

Bleliséd are ypn 0 God of Israel fromthe beginning

and unto the end of time, And all the people saids

He have confidenge this is true (‘amen) (ﬁ).‘

It is a similar theme in Isaiah 49, God can still be called

the ':l‘aithm one of Israol, even though Israel has baen most une
faithful to Him. And the reason this epithet can be usod conoming

-God is tbat God has a purpose, and has chosen Israel for t}nt. purpose.

In Paa]n 106 ve. ﬁnd t.hat. the people eitha.' put. tho.tr conﬁ.dnco
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In other words, God's faithfulness to Israel does not depend on Israel's
falthfulness to Him, but on His falthfulness to His purpose and to Him-
self,

osokings shall see and arise

Princes shall bow down (before Iesrael)

Because of the Lord who 1s fgithful (ne'eman)

The Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you,

On the more parsonal side, we have several other examples
which suggest that God will forgive in order to be faithful to His
purpose, Hezekiah, when literally glven a new lease on life, echoes
a theme we have heard beforet that God's falthfulness (‘'emet) is no

good to the dead,

For the netherworld does not thank you

Ngr death mralse you

Thooe who go dam to the pit will not await youwr
faithfulness ('amet) (Isaiah 33118),

But the living person, the living, will praise you
as I do this day
The father will make known to the children yom-

faithfulness (lemst) (Ibid:19),

But what is important here is why Hezekiah thinks God to be a God of
temot, The answer is to be found in the precedj.tg 1ine,

Behold, for my peace, it was bitter to me,

And you desired (to redeem) my soul fiom the pit
of destruoction,

For You gast my sins behind Yow back (Ibid:l7).

In Psalm 69, ascribed to David, we find

As for me, O Lord, 1y praye is towards You,
At Your will, O Cod, in the abundance of Your steadfast

mercy,
Answer me in the sur ....M (temet) of Your salvation (16),
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In verse six, David adnits that he has done wrongly, Qod does not have

to save him, But David asks t.o be saved so that others who place their
confidence in God,who wait for him (verse 7), be noti@ed as a re-
sult of the treatment he is getting, He too claims to have barns rew
proach for God (8-13), Thus David makes the grbunds for his faith in
God's salvation the fact that God is merciful and compassionate and
forglv.lné to those who suffer for God, Expresced differently: God is
falthful to save those who are in leggue with His p\rpose.s
 The faithfulness of God to His purpose which causes Him to be

merciful is also the thought of the author of lamentations 3 when he
says

The steadfast mercies of the Lord are not finished

His ocmpassionate acts are not ended (22),

They are renewed evary mornings great is Your

faithfulness (temunsh) (23),

For, continues the lament

The Lord will not reject farever (31),

If He grieves, He will be compasslomate according to
the abundance of Ms steadfast merciss (32),

For He does not afflict nor willingly grieve mankind
(33).

That it is never His desire to punish wantonly is an unexpressed
idea of the evidence whioch falls into the second categary of which we
spoke above; nmamely, that Cod does not play favorites and will punish
(only) 4f he must do so in order to be faithful to His goals

That God is straight by nature and not a deviser of all sorts

of devices, we may learn from the Song of Moses (Deuteronomy 321k),

The Rock, His wark 18 perfect, His every deed justice
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A God of %re ose (! ) without iniquity,
Just amd & omrd%u r) is He,

And Elihu agrees (Job 3L112),

But there can be no doubt (lamnam) God will not cause

Theaxih}ighty will not pervert justice,
But a dissent rings out from the pesalter. It 15 not dissent to the
idea that God by natwre cannot be swerved from His purpose by men trye-
ing to ingratiate thanaelves.m.th Him, Rather, it is once more the
reminder to God that He can not expect to judge man only accarding to
His standards, That if God is .to be too rigid in His purposlveness
tewwards the world, He will be left without anyone in that world,
First the psalmist bursts forth with an appeal (Psalm 143)

0 Lord hear my prayer and harken to my petition,

In your thfulness ('emunah) answer me and in
your toousness (1),

Then, as if suddenly asking himself, "How can I olaim to be saved on

the basis of God's righecusness? After all I have not becn perfect."

He say§ to God, stlll preserving a distinetion between his wrong- .
doirgs and the absclute evil of his enemies:

Dut do not enter into judgment with your servant..” .
For, before you no living man can be justified (no
ratter how righteous) (2). o

A mtion that tried to be considered a {favorite learned its
lesson, Daniel, in no way quew,at:lohing Godts i‘aitht‘ulnesa to His words,

8ays}

Ag it is written in the Torah of Moses, &ll this evil

—
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- God, they must do so with an understanding not just that God lives but
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has come upon us, yet we did not entreat the lord owr
God ard did not return from our iniquitiea o beooms
wise in the surensss of yourword (‘anet) (Daniel 9:13),

In fact a line earlier, hs adnits that punishing Israel was the way
God had kept failth with Hia ward,

nd God t his. ot 4! which
A Bis pronise (yayakan m_._.{wm)e vha

promised 1:8,,.% bring upon us

(_.49.'12)-

That God will be falthful to s purpose despite the actions of

men is what Jeremish tried to make Israel realize, If they return to

of how He lives =~ they must be prepared to Join in with His plan, but

then naturally they must also be prepared to suffer the consequences

of additional back~sliding, o i
| | |

If you will retarn O Israel, says the Lord,

Indeed, retarn unto me,
And if you will remove the detestable thinga from ;,
my sight and not waver, Eﬂ
Imd if you will swear, "aa the Lord lives," true to o
x i?rd (b'emt) and in righteousness, [

Eﬁe nations of the world bless theme
aelves in you and in you shall they glory
(Jeremiah L11=2),

Even in personal affliction it is possible to feel that God is

faithful to His puwrpose ' . |

I know 0 Lord that righteous is yowr declsion and age

cording to your sure p_trgoa e ('emunah) you afflicted
me (Psalm 119:7 .

And vhen the paalmist follows this line with a request for mercy

Please let your sure mercles comfort me as you
promised unto your servant,



- he only darea to mke th:l.s roquest on thé grounds that he loves Ood'a i
SN B law and wants to serve Fin (77-80)s
0 : ; - Jmmmh, on t.he obher hand, after mrfn'lrg paraomlly and ii;
feeling that he hag becn, all the while, gerving Ood’ fait.hmuy. quu- E:‘*?
t.:lon.s uhether or not God has deviated from His course, T

Why 1s my pain perpetual and my wound morbal that. | o
it refuses healing? L
Will you indeed be unto me as a daoe:l.tml brook, b
as waters upon which one gannot rely? (ne'emamu) .
(Jeraniah 15:18). -

o Actnally, Habakkuk's outory that no one will 'believe' mt
18 happming when, God ralses up the chaldeans |
Look among the netions and behold and uouhr exceettlngly

For a deed will be done in your days which you will not
%%gpmrktme (tatamim) uhen it 4s rélated’to’ you

1s )/
only rekes sense if God's doing this deed 45 comtrary té vhat He has
ilm doirgs What is hard to 'believe' 18 not so much what is happen=
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:lng as Who is causing 1 ¢ to happen.
 We have réached & dilmma On the one hand, we try %o prove
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-God's faithrulmaa to Hia purpose by ehouing t.hat He goea aﬁ'.ar what

s
i

He wm:t.a even uhen Bo 1s relaased by t.he unfaithmlneas oi‘ men i'rom

N e

lceeping His uord. On t.he other hand, we !mre ‘seen that if men try

oy
Bl
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| to alter His ways or bribe M irto showing them favoritism, He will
not. auoctmb. But surely these two factors overl&p. Thdr racoml.l:la-

tion 18 part of the problem of the Joining of mercy and Justics, It -
.* 18 not within the scope of this paper to enter into a question which ;a;;

- f—

hao boin n nans mid a5 Long s ho hss had KeMietbis esperionces”
© Thera are, however, three Biblical references worthy of note here .
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" ¢ios he can hardly be blamed,

3.

For in all threo Cod is both jJust and merciful, and yet He is faithe
ful to His purpose alszo,
In Psalm 89, to whigh we will have cccasion to refer often
A€ wh
in this study because of the frequency of the appearance oi;\ root ‘amen,
a distinotion is made between justice and mercy, God has made a
covendnt with David
Forever I will guard for him My sure mercies and
My purpoged (18 'emanet) covenant unto him,
He will abide by this covenant, but if David's children profane it,
them they shall be punished, continues the psalm, So much for the
praservation of justice, But, continues God
My sure merclesI will not break off from him
And T will not be false to my sure purpose ('emunati)
().
I wvill not profane my covenant
And what comes out of my lips I will not charge (35),
For, says God, having swom in my holiness
I will not ba false to David (36),
Indeed, David's throne will be something to rely upon, it will be

es+28 ths moon, cstablished forever,
and as a witness gteadfast (ne'eman) in the sky (38),

Here is reoonciliation of mercy and justice with, if not through, a
Cod 'true! to His purpose (far which purpose He had made the eovmant).
The reconciliatinn is achiaeved by the distinction made between Iuvid

to whom the promise was made, and David's children, for whose activie
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But if the moon, which the Holy One Blessed Be He, set in the

skies be & falthiul witness, hat much more so the Holy One Hinself?
then the p.pph come to Jeremizh begiing him to pray for them, he agrees,
But he aa‘ees on one conditlon, That condition s that he will tell

the people whatever God says. Nov the pecple did not know what qu
would say, otherwise there would have been mo nesd to come o Jeremiah,
And Jeremiah did not know what G‘od would aay to them, as he had to wait

ten days, Therefore, if the pao;}]e could say that they would harken to

whatever God would say whether it would be for their good or their evil,

and if the people could also say to Jeremiah |
18t t.he lord bo a pura and reliab witness ('em %
v'ne'oman) against us 1T we do not do accerding

ﬁllst)ﬁua the Lord your God send you to us (Jeremish
21 g

‘then we must conclude that whether God was to be meroiful or Just in
His messago, Bs was still bedng faithiul to His purpose.l

Isalah had another answer. Hore again Cod had a purp-ose, and
according to that pwpose, He wmld make an stermal covenant with
Isracl. But the covenanb t;his time is with the whole people, not Just
with David, The Just will get f.hetr due and the iniquitous thelrs,

For I the Lord love justice and hate robbery with inlquity,

And I will repay them in my sure i oae (Yemet) and an

everlasting covenant I will make them (Isaiah 6118),

There is apparemtly no questioning of what God would do if all of Israel
weare to commlt the things that the Lord hates, But t.he:"e geems to be
1ittle doubt that God has a purpose, and He also has standards,
| These standards guide Him in His purpose, which from man's
E 'point of view bogah with creation, Thus, the first ground on which man
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uill put. h:l.a conﬁdmco :I.n God is that God, in all that He' tbes, sets
abcut 11'. de]ibuately and’ wii: forothought. Man 18 included in God'l
plans, He has given to mn a guide that man might know better how ¢o -
wark with God, If man does not follow God's guide, God may elther for-
give him or punish him, But ultimtely, whichever Cod decides=to fore
glve o to pun‘lah Ho makes His cholce with rofemoo to s sta!ﬂanla
For, always loyal to His purpose, God sincerely chooses that way :l.n
which He will be able to accomplish His pwpose best,

b) God is Genuine |
The btatanant "God is gam:lne" means God ds what one expects
a god to be, Ood s a £od Who can do what he saya Ho will do. The |
ability of God to carry ou% His word brings us 1nto t.ha seoond phase

of our search for the grounds upon which man will plaoe h:ls confidence
in God.; For almar:l.w, trposimss, or desire in one who makes a
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promiee is not. uorth anything if the promiser has nelther the means
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3
. nop the abinty to carry out his plan, We found much ground for man

putting his oonfidmce in Cod because he believed t}nt God ninoorely
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intended to oarr,y out His word whmllb spoke it, We will alao ﬁ.nd
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muoh ground formm putting his oonfidencé :I.n God besause he *believea!
t.hat God, by Hisvery mtnre, can carry out what He' has'sald heine ”
tends to dos S _ - 3 | . ::

Confidenge in God'u abﬂity to oarry out Hia word 19 ﬁ.rat of-

all baaed on God'a utungth Ha oreat.ed tho uor'}g_‘l.‘;‘:lb ut.”up an’ order i
that 13 stable, But alao, He ia still around workhtg with this same | _
: atmgﬂt within that orders, : R T f, e T

© Posln 116 emtaaises tris strength, It cavidons ageinst putting
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one's faith in princes and men that perigr in the dust and have no

sffect upon the world from the day that they cease (3=k). While God is
described as being Just and kind, it 1s in the contrast of His abllity
to do what He says with the abllity of mortals, that we find the basis

..-£6r onel's putting confidence in Him,

Maker of the hesvens and the earth the sea and all that
1o in theme Who keeps Mis sure purpose ('emet) forever (6).

And in Psalm 93, when the guldance of God is called reliable
and lasting

Your testimonies are very reliable (ne'emanu) (5)

they are not ecalled reliable Just because He‘propoSed to mke these testi«

monies but because He who made them also made all the world,

The Iord reignss He is clothed in majesty.
eeoHe has girded Himself with strength,
The world is established that it ecannot be moved (1),

Nor "did the hand of the potter shake.”

Your faithfulness ('emunatcha) is unto every genoration,
You established the earth ang it is standing %Psalm 119:50),
Contrast His ability with that of the other goda and let us see
who is genniﬁe- Idols cannct of themselves move, neither car they do

good nor evil (Jeremiah 10:1-9), But

3b.Lord God is a genuine ('emet) Gods He is the living
zod and the evarlaEEIng King, Decause of His wrath, the

" eerth will tremhle, and the nations can not cope with
His anger (Ibidtlos. :

Indeed, Jeremiah's ultimate criterion for who is and who is not the 'true®

God is who vreated the heavens and the esrth, for, he says that the others
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_"shall perish from the earth and from under the heavens (Ibids:ll) ;8

Other gods are nmight.. He is to be feared above them, for He
made the hesvens and the earth, All the warld is aware of thise, And
wien "He comes to judge the earth,..

Hs will judge the world in rightecusnees

And the peoples according to Hic sure purpose

This sure purpose can be relied upon because He has the might to carry

it into aection,
Other gods, though they have all the organs of the human body,

ean not use thans But our Cod i5 in heaven and is therefore worthy of

trust, It is because of this geminencss of God as a god that the
pealmist asks God to help Israel, not for Israel's sake, but to show
the world what He can do,

Not for us O Lord, not for us tut for thy mame's sake

give glory. ._
For the sake of your sure mercies (and thagtthey might
see that you are) the real ('emet) God.(PBalm 115:l),.

God vho Tules the seas and crushes enemies, who created heaven
and earth, who is hald in dread by even the holy ones, who can compare
to you? (Pgalm 89),

Iwill sing of yow sure meroy forever,

I will make known your reliability (‘emunatcha) in
every gmatio%)-'

For I sald steadfast mercy is built forever,
In the very heavens you have estatlished yowr raliability

(lemunatoha) (3)e

The heavers shall praise the wonders of Lord
Your: ialiaglit’v, ('emumtoha) in the congregation of the
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0 Lard, God[’ioat.a, who is llke you? You are a refuge
0 Lard, N |

Tour rellability (lerunatcha) is all about yous(9).

Righteousness and justice are the fodﬂationx ofyour throne,
Tour sure mercies (chesed v!emet) go before you (15),.

Indeed, on whom can we rely as upon you?

This great power which belongs only to God and serves as
groands for putting one's confidance in Him is used by God both with
respect to nature and with respact to human beings, The distinotion
1s somewhat artificial, since in almost every case to be described, His
power affecte people,

The visions of Daniel about the violent changes in the course
of history, the ﬁpa and downe of nations, are called M (sure to hap-
pen) because they are frem God, In other words, the ﬂaiona come fram
the scurce which is capable of producing the reaction envisioned and
foretold (Daniel 1011,21), |

In discussing God's intentd.on above (page 13) we made note that

in Psalm 89 Ged purposes to make a covenant with David and to keep it,
In th:l.s‘ same Psalm, a few lines before the mention of the covenant, God
prefaces His statement which assures David that he can rely on Hn
s s Cmmy i) o

with a statement that tells David why he can rely on God's faithful
moraiess It is because God strengthens whom he chooses, and protects
thom from His enemies, devastating thett befare him (Ibids2k),

And when the pecple ory out about more people cc‘m:l.‘ng*into the
oity walls, Nehemish, in order to get the people to promise that they
will pubt their confidence in the word of God and do what He asks,

18.
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threatens them with a show of God's might, He tells them, perfarming
i a symbolic action, that God will shake them out of thelr houses and
flelds, And it is directly as & result 6f.their 'bellef! in Cod's
 ability to'do what Nehemiah eays He will do, that the people affim

Am(e:ll t.l)te oorgregation said, "we belliave it ig trug,"

anen |

And They praised the Lard, and the people did accarding
to this word, ‘

The classic story of a people putting thelr confidence in God

- because of His effect on nature is, of course, the incldent at the

Red Sea,

nd Israel saw the great hand of wisesh the lLord against
the Egyptians and they feared thé Lard and gﬂg gg%s
n Moses

ﬂi_d?%e_ (ig'%'auﬂ.m) in the Lord and i
sarvan us _l .

Similarly, when Moses is afraid that the people will not be-
lisve that he represents Cod, UGod gives him thrae mirgeles to perform,

three violations of r;at.ural law, that will ul’c.imately sarve as the

basis far confidence in God and hence in ffloses.g God Himself says

that he glves Moses the sign

In order that they will gonsider (it to be) igﬁ
(ya'aminu) that God appeared to you (Exodus Li5),

And 1f they will not 'believe' (ya'aminu) you and will
not pay heed to the first sign, then they will -put their
confidenge (¥'he'aninu) in the latter sign (6). L

And if they do not put their confiden laminu) in
ol ther sign, and & not harken unto your wveice (then
you shall give them a third sign)(9),.
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And the signs, which prove the ‘might:of: God, - His:abllity to carry-out:: -
Hs uurd, vork asa tlm‘eis'_ for the -Isra'a‘lituiputtimegﬁxd.r; confidenoe in

: ;And ho did the al.gna befu'e the eyaa of tha people.
‘ And the Eenple believed (that Ood appeared before Moses)

| ."ﬁ‘.'mt" we forget how indignant God became when Sarah
laughed at the a’ugge‘mon that ahe wdum*ﬁau'- a’child in her old ag‘e.‘"-a

L ..Mw did Sarah laugh a:.wing "wlll I real 'amnam .bear
a ch:lld now that. I have grow 0ld?" (Genes ﬁ E) -

‘. God is :l.rdimnnt that Sarah ahould dmy l-tla abil:l.ty anl not. have oon=
fidence :lnuhat He aaya. Fa.- ﬂa saml

In argtiiing {oc wonirois ‘tas the Tords (Togdidh),

~ The authors of Pealm 57111 and Pecln 10815 would answer no,
For 4n both psalns which balk about the power of Gody we 8ee expressed
in very broad terns what these authors thought was the range of God's

falthfulnessy .

Far great unto the heavens is yom- steld.faat mo.roy
And unto the skies yowr reliability (amet cf‘m.'),

‘Sueh broadneaa of comeptd.on can” inspire ooni‘:ldenoo, as 1t often did,*°

w}m conca!.ved in tema of pwer al.om, 1t oan - dles craate paralys:ln, as
11'. did :I.n Job. | R L P
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acts H:I.th purpoee, = man puts re-enforced eonﬁdmee in God on the ground "

that’ G6d Mas the abdlity to accomplish His pl.n'poeo, that not}ung‘ ie too E

iF, ‘:: s
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womlroue far the Lord. It is this very abilit.y exero:l.sed with mspect t.o

Fhe

A

and mture which differentiates Him from t.ln no-gode end eetabliahee i
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Him as the ‘genuine ('true!) God. |
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‘ If you were tryim to eonvince eomeone te put hie oonﬁdence in
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someone elee, and you fonrd that t.he pereon you were trying to convince
would not "believe" that thie other pereon is rella.ble, what would you say
to him? Obviouely to eimply reiterate that eomeone is reliable becauee
he is a sincere eort, or beeauee he hae the ab:llity to do whnt he eaye he
will do would get you nowhere. 'A'Jhat you might do t.hough is t.o try to show
your friend that he may put his confidence in the other person becatse
this -6thef perscn has a repﬁteﬁ.on‘ for keeping his word, That 1s ‘l'.o ‘8ay,
on the bes:le et’ how t.he ether pereon has acted in the paet., and’ you would,
of course, give epecii‘ic e:amplee, he is deﬁnitely reliable. B

" The referencesto follow have in common, situations analogous
tot'he?"'eii;mmettinoee‘ deseribed above. In each case the ground for
putt'i'n'é"One'e confidence in God geems to be that He has becn reliable
in the paste Now this 1s not to say that sincerity or ability are not
aleef‘ﬁf:ﬁeeled to, nor 1s it claimed that there was no appeal to God's
repute.tioh based on His deede, in any of the passages already méntioned,
What 18 important hereis that the emphasis 1s on God's deeds rather
than on His wardsj what He has definitely done, and we know Him to
have done ‘rather than just by reputation, (We will notice later, when

we deal with man's confidence in other men, that this sort of empiri-

Iﬂ‘

olsm is the most import.ant grounde for such oonf:l.deme.) God'e pm'poee

{
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;_ie meidental, and the emplaeia u not 80  mich on the fect thgf. Ff’, has
'_uie abﬂiﬁy to do what He says, but tat He has used thde abmt}: The
implieation 15, of ceuree, that God is wnetant. N

We etert with an incident tmat is apparently a remtation'of N
thie whole poeiﬁon. _When the sples retum to tell the peOple»th;t..J " é
_Iarael doea not atand a ehance with the Nephilin, the people nmnur b
and :lmed:l.ete]y loee conﬁdence in God (Nm:bere lhll-lo). ‘ God ie angry ;Agé
”becauee thq would not heed His ed.gae. e f

And the Lord said to Moses, "how long will this p‘eople
spurn e and how long will it be before they thelr
‘confidence in me (F 'aminu) oconsidering all t B8igns
~which T have done in midst (Ibids n): i

There 18 a problem here« The people were apparently quicker to believe
a ;m'ere' report from other men than to believe a God who had e'ctueuy,

RNV Ty 7 S L UL g A
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:ﬁ{g’ and not too long prev:l.om to th:l.e mommt s done greet thinge ror them,
ﬁ, PR
L In the l:l.ght. ef the ev.i.dence about to be mrelnlled for God'e plt

doinge as a ground for eonf:ldeme in Him, as wall a8 what will be sean
of the eepeci&l importame of deede and not uerde-u a ground rer ‘éone
-ﬂdence in other mm, t.hie passage is notable for: :I.ts d.ngularit.y. It
may have been created Just"to enphes:l.ze Iernl'e-backeliding,for'ﬁte

rationeiﬁe her hardehij:e 1ri"the, desert, In all eve‘ltta,‘_.it is brought
up for i‘eirneee' aeke, and placed here before the ot.hu' ev:ldenoe _the.t

~
ru? !.:'t 11

the reader may make hia own Judgnmt.
Inonieal‘l.y, at enot.her t.ime, Hosee harkens back to. theee e

- la‘_‘.i'!:"!'l" ;—f \1&“1&&. . ‘.4-111 /‘r” B

fueals t-o plaoe oonﬁ.denoe 1n God, ae grounde for doing it now.t He
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as well as to many others. His object? To show the people that with

all this refusal to trust God, God has becn reliable and brought them
this far, |

But that God's reputation, as basod on what He has done before,
is important in the mind of the'people, can be seen from the prophetd.o
rassages, Both Jeremiah and Zechariah want the people to "believe"
that God will be faithful to them in the futwroe and build them up as a
nation againe The problem they face is that for the past few centuries
Ood has indeed done everything but build them up,

Thus Jeremiah fa the Lord buttresses

And Iwill rejoice over them to do them good, and I will

surely (b'emet) plant them in this land with all my
Eﬁ and with all my soul (Jeremiah 32:141),

with

eved8 I have brought upon this poople all this great

evﬂ: 80, Will I bring upon them all the good which 1

promise to them (Ib:l.d:h2§’. ‘
Ood is trying to show the people that He has the power to do what He
says He will do. Unfortumately, He has no palatable examples,

And when Zechariah promis=s the people that God will return

to Jerusalem

Thus said the Lord, I will return to Zion and dwell

in Jerusalem (Zechariah 833}.’
that in fact the city will again be called a city of temet (Ibid,.)
and that the covenant will definitely be restoreds |

And you shall be unto me for a people and I unto you for
a God faithfully (b'emet), and in rightecusness (Ibid:8)




[ R g e e e e Y
S e T
DRt

e e e 0

I

e

Zochariah is farced to adds

But now I will not be unto the remnant of this people
as in fomer dayseses(Ibidsll),

But perhaps the best example of a nation losing all confidence
in Ood owing to their past rdlationship with him is the example which
we find in Trito Isaish, As this Isaish fries to instill in the people,
once more,hoﬁe in the futwre, as he tries to make :the people feel that
life is worth living, and that God has not forsaken them completely, as
much as Hls deeds in the past would seem to indicate that He has, he
calls the God in whom Iarael will be blessed an Elche-'amen (God of
reliability), And it really does not matter how you point the word
(Tsalah 65:16)s |

The next step is ,:i_;lie opposite extreme from the people not want=-
ing to put thelr confidende in God becauge He has not done good to them
in the past, In Nehemiah full cognizance is taken of how falthful God
had been way back in the pasts "

ind on Hount Sinai you came dawne..and gaVe them straight

forward ordinances and a Torah of gure purpose (‘emet)
(Nehemiah 9113),

N

I‘f'l'ms'," though what was done in the more recent past was surely not good
far ‘Iarael, the people still feel that God still deserves their con-
fidemne |

For you are righteous in all that which has come upon us,

~¥or you dd what should be done aoca‘%ﬁ' 1o this righteo
ness (‘emst) and we zre the ones ive done wic
Tabld +33) . o

so much 8o, that they are willing to join together and place their co_n,-
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fidenoce in Him again,

And despits 211 this that has happened we will make a
(‘amanah) with You, (The English word compact is
re because it 1s derived from the Latin pango: to

.

The conclusion that thoy wore at fault when God pun:l.’shﬂthm is inescap~

us
fagten)

able, It is inescapable not because of any bland belief that od is
Just or mereciful but because, as & raadifg of Nohem:l.ah" 9' will show,
the peoplé were well aware of all that Ood had done for them befors in
the past,

This awareness of what CGod has dons for Israel ear particular ine
dividuals in the past is the ground for confidence in many instanscs in.
the Bible when a form of 'amen is used to oxpress this confidence, It
has beon convenient to group these rcferences in two categories: pere
sons who "belleve" because of how God acted towards them in the past,
ard nations who "belleve" because of how Jod has acted towards them in
the past, There 1s soms overlapping when these individuals happen te be
the leaders of Israal,

The psalmist, on at least four different oocasions declares his
willingness to rely on God becauge he knows that in the past he has re-
1ied on God and found God reliable, In Pealm 30, he:relates how God
had "raised him up," protected him from his enemies andlkept hin alive
from the pit, Declaring a feeling of secwity, he asks God again to be
his helper (7).

What gain 1s there in my blood when I descend to the pit?
Will the dust praise you? Will it tell how faithful you
are ('amitcha) (10), .

We have once again the theme reminding God that His i‘a%thﬁﬂnass to men

s e
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will do men no good if His faithfulness to justice or His patience, have

I YT e

iR

Ul

man, The impartant point here though is why the psalmist feels that
God has 'emet warth talking about. In context, the answer is beoguse
God has been faithful in the past,

g all eternity in which to accemplish His purpose, destroys ephemeral

In Psalm 71, when the psalmist sgys that he will declare God's
‘emet (reliability)

! Also I will sing praises of your reliability (‘emet) with
the happ, O my Godees (22)/
i i
_ATe know from the preceding lines which tell how God was his refuge |
th "from the day of his birth" (Ibid;éfi‘), thgt his reliance on God is a |
b confident one because of his past experienoce, |
ol Likewiss, in Psalm 116, when the psalmist declares that he is
oL confident in God even when he is afflicteds
ma '
I had gonfd (he! ) when I spoke
i Thw %een greatly lFﬁl.ad (10),
3 It is because Cod inclined His ear in former days (Ibids2), In fact,
as a result of this latter happy experiemce, he says that he will eall |
Fla upon God all the days of his 1ife (Ibid),
atl Also in Psalm 138 it is because God answered in the very day
i£il that he called upon Him (3), that
‘.'ﬁ
| I will bow down to your holy temple and praise your namo
ot conc your stepdfast mercies and your f£gi thfulness %
Yami « Far you have made your word even greater
than your name (2), |
Some other expmples of personal confidence in God baaed on God's I
o works in the past are found in Cemesis, Riezer praises God for Mg
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faithfulness to Abnlnn wlm he am ‘that “Ged haa brmght. hh 1o
-Laban'a houuho]d. :
oecblessed are you, Ood of my master Ahra!nn who hna not )

- forsaken Hs steadfast mercy nor Hs' g;ﬂtug g (___tg) B

unto my mastersss(Genesis ﬁm). R

and vhen he tells the whole story to Lsban, he calls this road upon §
which God has led hin a road of 'emet (Ibid 1l6); for it has been faith -
ful o lead him to what he wants, But ﬁid nbt_God, in fact, cause this
to happen? (Thddrlh)
God ev:l.dmt.ly Iept right on cauatng things to happen to t.he ;
fathers, Jacob, aftar dl.vzldim his oamp and vhen ha 18 about to ask ’E‘WL

'fcrudditional dellvarmoe from God, haaee hia oonﬁdmce 1n God on t.he

TR

fact that He has done much I‘or him in the paet.
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I an nut worthv of all the ateadi‘ast mrd.as and faith-
aa ('not uhioh you l'nve aholm yom- semnt
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Horeom, these daeds wwe dono after God hd promiaed to do then |

| Whm we come to God doing what. he had promised to David we reach

the overlepping of categries. Far now the promises are not made, Just r,;:
&

to individuale tut to individuals because God has a pwrpose with the
whole people to which this individual belongs (which he leazds)s Thus
uhen God keeps this promise, He has kept faith not on:ly u:l.th t.ha :|.n-
dividml king but with the whole peoploo )
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' David, hinself, has confidende in God becaise of what G4 has
done to Israel in the mst (2§7123,24). Hence, ho can have faith in
God!s promim. ‘ L B ,, i e e el e
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And not 0 Lord, you are God and your word gan be relied
e (amt) ooe(fidr20), =

and thus, at another time, he can use whit has just happaned (God's
helping him to bring back the Ark) to praise Ood for how He has been

faithful to Israel and David can induce the people to "believe" so.
also, When he sgys

Blessed are you 0 Lord throughout all eternity,

they agree:

And all the people said it is true (lamen), praised be
the Lord (10h16136), -

‘Thus David may have confidence in God when God sayst

Your house will be stable (ns'eman) and your reign 7
fonevear,, J(257116)s '

because He kae pointed out to David through Nathan that He was with

hin vherever he went (lb“_:,lg,t9)..l3 And thus he may ask == with cone

fidence == s;nce he knows and acknowledges that God has been with

Israel from Egypt-that God keep His promises

And now, 0 Lord, the thing which you promised unto your |
sexrvante.. |

May 1t ‘be sure (ye'lamen) for cver, and do as you proxniset:l.:Lh
It is because God did n8 He saild He would to Dgvid and let his
descendants build the house, that the lucky descendant can have cone
fidence when 'he asks, in language similar to tlnt which his fgther

wed, | |

And now Ood of Iasrgel let the things which you promised
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to your servant David my father gome true (m_m)
(1X8s26¢2Ch 6:17)f |

that God keep anotinr of s promises to David, This promise is that
no one from David's family w1l be cut off (1K8i25),
The reputation of God's constancy to David influenced the

pealmiet as well as Isalah, The former in Psglm 132 makes a very ocone
fident statement:

The Lord swore unto David faithfully ('emet),
He will not go badk on His word (Psalm 132:11L).

And when Isaiah wants to convince the people that God will be
falthful to them 1f they are to him, he picks what is evidently a
pretty well known example of God's falthfulness in the pasts

Incline your ears and come to me, harken and your soul
shall live, '

And I will surely meke an everlasting covenant with
you. (So everlasting in faet that it will be as)

(I 4 3)(_??_%;1@) steadfast mercies of David
saiah ‘55t

o ——

- e
e'm@/ﬂy can be usea) for the good things which God
does for a psople, but also for His punishments. For when Moses wants

to show the people that unless they regard God's law well, God will not

reggrd them well either, he uses a reference to Egypt (Deuteroncmy
28 360) after he saysi a

And the Lord will smite you with wondrous plagues and
youwr seed. (Phey will be) great, sure ne'emanot) plagues
and evil sure (ne'emanot) sicknesses (Ibid:

It is open to question whether ne'aman 1s used here just to emphasize

the soreness of the plagues or also for its connotation of God being
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faithful to Ms pupose. Whatever the case, the point is carried that
God md been faithful to this purpose in the past.

- Onat least two oﬁe.;iona the psglmist uses the faot that God
has been constant to Israel in the past as a ground for confidence
that He will continue Hie faithfulness, In Psalm 98¢

He remembered Ms sure mercies and His ;ﬁﬂn%%gg

(perhsps mme%s’g-mum ) to the house of Israel,
Look, a:!(.%) 8 e earth at the salvation of owr
God

he says whan encouraging all the world to praise God.16
And thus again, the psalmist with Psalm 1173

Praise the Lord all the nationsj praise Him all the peoples.
For He has brought to bear His sure mercies upon us,
And the faithfulness ('emet) of the lord is forever,

But perhaps the most :ﬁ{uisita passage dealing with man's faith
in God oomes fram the Chroniclers

And Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear me O Judah and ye
dwellers of Jerusalem,

Rel (hg'ﬁg) on the lLord your Gode
And you ghall be stable (v'te'amenu)
or

Put your confidence in the Lord your God,
And you stall be worthy of confidence (62, Isgiah 719),

Put your confidence in His prophets,
And prosper (2Ch 20:20).

These are the words of Jehoshaphat when he wants to eneourage the people
to fight, Though he does not a:q:]iuiﬂy give them grounds for why they

should put thelr confidence in God, o xoept perhaps for the fact that he

calls Yahweh your God, we do know why Jehoshaphat is confident.
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Surely, you are our God, -You drove out the inhabitants
of this land fran befare yom' people Isrgel and gave it
to the seed of Abraham, you eterml lover (Tbids7).

Two 1tems remain for our consideration of "God has been constant"
as a ground for beldef in Him now, Firs% & pair of apocalyptic pase

8ages. In. Isalah 10120, we find that Ood will onge more rely on Israel
falthfully,

And on that day, the remainder of Iafael...mlll no longer
- have to legn on its smiter, but rather on the Holy One of

Israel in gecurity (ltems ).

"On that day," that is, How can Israel be sure? Because on that day
Israel will have been what Ood has done, which, inoldentally, will be

"gven as He has done befare in the slaughter at Midian at the Rock of

Oreb, and at the sea with Egypt (Ibid:26),
Also in Isalah 25, when God is spoken of as ono who will do such wond-
rous things as wipe away all tears and swgllow up death (8) , tha cone

fidence in Ged's ability to do this, which 18 expressed in the very
first line of t:is chapter

0 Lord, you are my God, 1 W.l.ll exalt you and praiae |
~ your mame,
For you have done wondrous things, Counsels from of

o]'.t;;mﬁ%/ y {lemunah), It is surely true
is based on the very many things which God has done in the past
(Ib:ldth).

The olw of any st.udy of man's belief in God must be chapters
L3f of Isaiah, In these chapters, in which God wiahea to restore the

. govenant and Iaraél "to its rightful place among the nations," we ses

God in terms of His purpose, His ablility to carry out lis purpose, and
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without dowt, we see Him in terms of the fact that He has been carry-
ing _out this purpose since man has knﬁm Him, But of all the ways
which God could choose for man to mve confidemce in Him, He chooses
knowing what God ean do by be!..ng witness to what God has done, He
dares others, any others, to come forth and prove = with witnesses ==
that they can announce "the former things,"

A1l the nations are .ggtharet.! toget.hef...ﬁho among them

can tell us of the former things,..let them bring their

vitness and be justified, (just) let them hear and
8ay, "it is trubn{(temst) (Isaiah 4319),

Then he chooses His own witnseses, Israel,

You are my witnesses, says the Lord, whom I have chosens

IR 2 st gigie (s

no god was formed, and none shall be after me,
Israel will be a witness to the only genuine God, They will know that
He is singere (loyal) to His purpose; He has told tham befarehand what
He 18 about to do, Israel will know that He has the ability to do
what He has told them He is going to doj He will have earried out His
purpose befare them, And Israel will know that God is "true" to Hig
purpose; having witnessed this process they will KNOZ it to be true,
Thus is Israel given a mighty foundation for its confidenes in Ged,
end thus has God given Israel a ground far its continued exdstence,
And thus are grounds established for God putting His confidence in

Iargal,
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CHAPTER I
MAN'S GONFIDRNCE IN GOD

'FOOTNOTHS

1 On the essential stability of God's words and actions, €f,Psaln 119:60.

The beginning of your word is truth (‘emet)
and Psalm 33:h
For straight of purpose (yashar) is the word of God
His every deed is (done) In faithfulness ('emunah)

2 of the well known opening midrash from Bereshit Rabah which points
the root as tomen and hag the Torah say thal i1t was the instrment of
God's artistry ('emunato) when He built the world, that the Torah was
in fact the EEu nbe '

3 Psalm 36110. Cf, also 86311,
Teach me O God your mercy that I may walk in the sureness
(‘emet) of your word.

|
b on the theme that God wAll not be angry for long cf. also Micah 7:18-20,

5 Verses 17 and 18, Cf also 2Ch 15:3, where Asa puts his confidence in
God. In Chapter II we will see more fully that one of the grounds for
God's confidence in man is Just thiss that man shows he is willing to
gerve (Qod,

to His purposes But here the psalmist is afraid that justice is not |
coming soon enough, that perhaps God figures He has all eternity to -‘[
actualize His plans. ?'

|
|
|
6 ¢f, Psslm 119:86, Again there is no question of God's faithfulness !

T The voot daber often means promise. OCcmpare the idicmms(1thakim ;
davay and I'hapil davar as in 153:19., One expression is The exact i
opposite of the other. The root kum basically means to stend erect, i
not to rise, Therefore the firat 1diom means something (a promise) |
which is stable, affirmed, with corresponding antithetical meaning
to the second idiom, See also the targum for Arvamale (ca#/7)

8 cf the criteria of the Second Isaish, Chapters i3 f£f -P31,32,

9 See below, Chapter III, page 7/, for men putting their confidence in
other men when the other men have a special relationship to, the
backing of, God, :

10 1wo other interesting passages using might as a basie for oonﬁdenbe E&
in God couple 'emet with ghalom. They are 2K20:19 (also Isaiah 39) ‘;
and Jeremiah 3316, In nelther case is the 'emet necessarily desoribe- ‘!,

T e Y S T

Aer Wt e g
-

ing the relationship between man and God. I% does seem, however, that b

the shalom will be!‘emet (trustworthy, sure) because it comes from God,
Or that the 'emet will be 'emet for the same reason, Hezekiah thinks:go.

b
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1 Compare also Job 9312 and 12120,
12 Cf., also Deuteronomy 9123, |

13 And 1lest God's past actions with Saul ehake David's confidence in Ood'-
pramise, we have verse 15, |

1 The'veraion found in Chronicles, may it be sure is repeateds Cf. 1Ch 17:
123,725 to 23 T125, | |

15 Cf Psalm 89:50., Here the reputation of God is known but there is no
recent actions to support this reputation. He still has confidence,
however (53)s The grounds may be the atrength of that previous re-
putat.ion » or His sincerity.

6 For an intereat:l.ng 8ide-light on what happens when all the ends of the
earth know of God's past, seec Isgiah 53:1, Having seen how He treated
Israel in the past, they would naturally expect Cod to be constant in
His actions,

.
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CHAPTER II
GOD'S CONFLDENCE IN MAN

The grounds for God's confidence in man are two: man's relation-

ship to God and man's relationship t.b othexr men,

Man's Relationship to Cod

We have seen that one of the most importiant questions in the
mind of man before he would place his confidence in God was: "is Cod
able to do what he says he will do?" Of course, man claims he can do
far less, but it is significant that throughout the Hebrew Bible, with
one notable exception, the authors believed men fully eapable of doing
what, God asks of them., With the exception of the Book of Jobl when-
ever the root 'amen 1s used with regard to the conditions under whieh
God would place His confidemce in man, it is a definite assumption ;
that man is ocapable (and hence worthy) of the trust of God,
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Another idea in Job, however does have ite parallels in the

rest of the Tanach. Thie idea is that trust in earthly creatures

does not depend on strength,

\.

Will you trust in him (the wild-ox) because his strength
is great?
W1l you leave your labor to him? (Job 39:11)/

t
Will you r (tataminu)on him to bring home your seed, f
And to ga r fTom your $hreshing floor? (Ibid:12) /

for as the psalmist 8ays in Psalm 145

God is olose to all who call upon Him
To all who ¢all upon Him in ‘emet (sincere 1y) (18). -
It is this qualifying latter phrase which explains to whom God 'will be

close, in vhom God will put His trust, whom God will want to help, Most Y




36,

of this chapter will be deovoted to explaining just what it means to
call upon God in '‘emet. For underlying the criteria by which God de-
cldes whether or not to put His faith in man is whether or not man
puts his faith in God,.

. r__‘.One oriterion that Uod uses is the extent to which the man
has pt;i';-his beart into the matter, Abraham seems to be the prototype

For you found hls heart steadfast (ne'eman)before you

and you made a covenant with him to give Bim the lande..
(Nchemiah 918)

for remember that Abraham put his falth in God without much question

‘ings MNo grounds are glven.

And he put his falth (v'helemin) in God and it wasp
recloned unto him ns rightGousness {Genesis 15:6).

The matter of serving God with one!s heart 1s also the key
to Samuell!s answer to the people, when, after they had vamted a king,
there is still an opportunity for them to avoid punishment and enjoy

God's favor. Says Samuel,

Only foar the Lord and serve Him faithfully ('emet)
with all your heart...(1S 12:12}).7

And David warns his son that the kind of service that God
expects fram His servants if they want Him to have confidence in them
is a service dome before God in 'emet and with all onet's heart and

soul (12X 2il):
g In order that the ILord may keep His promise which he made
P unto you, saylng, "let your ehildren wateh their way to
35 B walk hefore me {pithfully (b'emet) with all their heart
i and with all the'f"?ﬂgr soul.”
7

ST

S o G e

~—-§. I

TR

e

P

AT e S

LT T

—————m s e
T e el e T,
e Ty



Y e T ot

e oww

e L B ot et R A o T i e 0 St b i A2, SR 17 L8

| In fact, when the psalmist in Psalm 78 relates how the people
were mfaith.ﬁxl to God's plans, he states clearly that the source of

. ‘thiamfaiﬂmnmss to God was the fact that thelir alleginnca was not

rooted deep Hithin 'c.heir souls,

And let them not Be as their fathers, a rebellious
generation i} thitodidinot mke 1ts heart steadfast
nor ite spirit’ fatthil ‘(pe'emansh) with God (8).‘

for they were echad b'lev 7'2shad bfah.”

Far they were treacherous with their mouths and lied
to Him with their tongues (36).

And their heart was not steadZast with Him,
| %rxi)they were not faithful (pe‘emanu) to His covenant
37)e .

But what could be more expliclt than the psalm ascribed to
David after Nathan had pointed cut his sin with Bathe-sheba?
Behold you desire falthfulness ('emet) for the irmward
parts,

Moke me to know wisdom in my inmost heartf(B). f"’lff
S

A second criterion that God would use fo testing how much con-

fidance He oan place in man flows naturally from the first, For if
the first criterion w,ys how deeply within his heart a man will be re-
liable, then the second oriterion is how much tugging this heart can
take, In other wrds, in time of trouble how patient a man will be
in walting for God's help. |

Miriam and Aaron can not walt %0 be told everything through
Moses, and thdy murmur against him, CGod answers that He speaks to
others in dreams and visions but to Moses face to face, for he is unw
14ke the others:
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11 nx;r house, my servant Moses is (moat) reliable
(N‘unbera 1217),
And vhen Moses can not wait for the water and does not follow the ocome
mand of God exactly, God loses some of His conﬁdm#q in hinm too:
" Because you did not hs confidengs i me ),
you will not bring this people to t.helamlw c
glven to them (Ibid: 20:12), ‘
This confidence in Cod which He is seeking, that he may know
in whom to put Hig confidence, is expressed in Psalm 31,
In Your hand I will entrust my spirit You have re-
‘dosmed o O Lord, tho solisble (Temet! Cod (6),
Many times throughout this pealm, the psalmist einpmim hos he has
waolted for the Lord in times of adversity, And he concludes by ade

vising others to do likewise, for God will be faithful to those who
Place their confidence ('umng.n_;) in Hm, " | |

Love the Lord all e godly ones.
The Lord preserves the faithful ones ('amnﬂ.m)...(2h).
In another psalm (91) this idea is broadenod. God's lemet ;’
seems to be a sort of magic air which envelops him who will seek
shelter in God, affording the "believert pfoteotion._

He will cover you with His pinlons,
And under His wings shall you take refuge,

His reliability ('emet) is a shield and buckler (h).
But it must be emphasized once more that all this faithfulness which God
is willing to shou to nen 18 done because the men are willing to put
thelr con.ﬂ.dence in God, | |
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Bacause he has desired Me, therefors will I deliver him,
I will 14£% him high because he knows my name (1k).,
Another ariterion by which God can tell the faithfulness of
Iis people 1s the extent to which they have' confidence in His mirgcles,
We have already mentioned the passage in which the people are quicker
to Melieve" a false report fromfellow men than to "believe! in God
who ﬁga done wondrous thingé, providing their needs in the midst of
the wildemeﬁs (Numbers 1hs11), And though for His nume's sske God
does not destroy them, He does lose confidence :Ln them and does not
pearmit that generation to inherit the promised m.6
Psalm 78, to which there has already been an &llusion, des=

oribed the pecple as unfaithful because their faith was not deep withe
“in their hearts; 1t also provides examples of how the people manifested
this superfioial faith, Twice the psalmist tells how the people did
not "rely" on the miracles of God,

i T e (et a0 oo

With all this, still they.sinned

And did not put their confidence (hs'emimu) in His

wonders (32), .

It is a psalm that describes, chronologlcally, God's search for
faithﬁﬁ.ness in His people. A8 th_e psalmi st desoribes it, it is trial

and error, at least until He finds David, For David shepherded themt

according to the integrity of his hegrt (72),

The author of Psalm 40 also is aware that Cod's law must
reach to his "innermost parts" (9), But he seems to feel that God
wants more than Just a repport, He seans to feel that God thinks it
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important that the man who 1s in such rapport with Cod advertise his
fea]ings/

I dld not hide your righteousness in the midst of my heart.

I have declared thy faithfulness (lemunatoha) and thy
salvation,

I have not concealed youwr sure mercies or your
(lanitcha) from the great congregation foll)/

1f he wants God to be concerned with hims

You, O Lgrd will not withhold your compassions from me,

let your sure mercies and relia bility (famitcha) pree-
serve me always (12), .

Both II Isaiah and Jeremlah on at lsast one occasion think |
likewise, In the famous servant song that appeers in the L2nd chapter
of Isalah there can be no doubt that God will not bo satisfied with a
gervant that is faithful in heart but does nothing about it, There
can be no doubt b that Uod expects him to "publish" this femete’
A gimilar idea is expressed in chapter 23 of Jeremish, where
God serves notice onﬁhe false prophets that He 1s well aware of thelr
message which leads people away from Hin, He is sort of disgusted
with their naivete, that they might think that He is unable to discern
who 18 a false prophet and who is a "true" prophet, He l1s wil]ing to

- :;\sz‘ﬂ:m ¥

=

let these false prophets tell their dreams - ag dreams, but He also |
expacts the falthful prophets to speak out,

L, e e e

The prophet who has a dream let him tell the dream,
And the one that has my word, let him speak it faith-

|
fully (lemot) (23:28), |

In the past few references, the perspective has shifted slighte
1y. Starting with the importance of the right attitude, one that is
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whole and unswerving, the discussion hag begun, more and more, to place
the emphasie on putting this right attitude into action,

Thers is much evidence to show that one of the most important
oriteria by which God decides if a man is fgithful and therefore worthy
of His confidence is how this man acts, These actions, as will be
shown, must exhibit whole~heartedness towards ‘God. Man's éc’d.ona mst,
on t.he one hand, contain none that show the heart directed to any
other God, and their actions mst, on the othar hand, by thelr con=
sistency, show that they' are directed to God with firmess,

In the psalm that appwrs in Deuteronomy 32, CGod says that

Ty, R

AL P

the peopla of Israel contain no grounds for confidence in them

oesl Will hido hy face from theme I will tell what -
thelr end will be,
For they are a generation that is perverse, children

- on whom one cannot rely @) (20) / : g

beoause they actively served other objoots of devotion (Ibidr16,17,21), 3
The grounds on which God will put s confidence in Jeroboam
. So that the latter's house will be firm with the stabllity of Godls

faith 18 thut he guard God's commandments even as David dids

And it will be that if you harken to all which I command |
you and walk in my wvay and do what is straightforvard |
in my eyes, guarding my statutes ag David my servant did,

then I will be with you and I shall build for you &

stable (ne'eman) house as I built for David, and I wi!/

LA T = Y TR AT I E pat Ly T
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tive you Israel (1X 11:38), 3
| ]
As David did in comparison to Solomon, that ise For the latter dise iy
' H
tributed his oonfidence among many other gods (Ibids33), &
L)

After reviewing what confidence God has already put in Israel
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by retelling what He has done for them, Joshuz too, explains that
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serving Ood 38 'emet

And now fear the ° Lord and serve Him with integrity and

mezns not serving other gods:

sseanid put awvay the other gode which your fathers served
across the river in Fgypt, and serve the Lard (Joshua 24:lh).

And Jaremiah and Hosen, using the poetic imagery famous in
their respective styles, each find that a sine gua non for God's re-

1ying on Israel is & sincerity of worship that is marked by a stabi-
Mty of devotion to and faith in God aleone,
Thus Jeremiall to those who go after the baalim, the no-gods:
I had plaented you a neble vina
Wholly a faithful ('emet) seed,

How has 1%t turned into a degenerate lant. -= g strange
vine (2:21) (Cf, Ibid: 8,].1,18,23

Thus Jeremiah to those who build high places, sacriifice thedr

children and pollute the Temple’ ,,;
:

And you said unto them, this is the nation that did not 5

harken unto the voice of the Lord :!).ta God, nor recelved i

correction, Falthfulness (lemumeh) is pariahad and is i

cut off from tholr mouth (7:28). (Cf. Ibdd: 29-31) - [j

.é"?"-‘

Thus Hosea to those who mouth the names of the Bgalim:

R

1ot

And T will betroth you unto me faorever, 8 ,‘
And T will betroth you unto me through righteousness’, pid
Justice and surs mercy, [
And I w11 betroth you unto me through falthfulness e
Ui
And you will lmaw the lord (Hosea 2121-22) (Of, Ibid; f:
18, ff)e e
50
And thus also Hosea to those who rather than in the stable God ;;’
A

i



put their confidence in such things as winds are made of

‘phraim has surrounded me with lies, and the house of
Judah still is wayward with Ood and with the Holy One
Who is peliable (ne!eman)

In three different statements, Hezeklah's actions ooncerning

Ood are described as ‘emet. When he asks to bo allowed to live longer
he claims he has walked before Ood in ‘emet,

{  Ihegof you, O Lord, ramember how I have walled befare

you falthfully (b'emet) and with & steadfast henrtess

(2K 20:3 N

~ His tearing down of the high places and other objeats that might have
.untioed the hearts of Israel from placing all thedr confidence in God
alone is well known (2K 18:4-6).

In the other two reférencea, however, the !emet which explains
the chgracter of his actions towards God in the pasts

And Houelclah did thus in all Judgh, and he did what
- wag good and steadfast and loyal ('emet) befare the
Lord, God (2 Ch 31:20)/ -

is mich more comamed with doing God's commandments in the correct

manmner than with mixing them with observances of other gods (2Chs29 ff).9

The Deuteronomist algo saw that Cod was concerned with His
people's doing His commandments whole=heartedly, thgh is, not Just
some of them, but all of them, and in just the marmer He warited them
to be donos The Lord could be relied upon to put His confidence in

mans

And you will know that the Jord your God is the God the
reliable (ne'eman) god that guards the covenant and
sure mercy .
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Lk,

to certain men, £hat is

to those who love Him and keep His cormandments unto the .
thousandth generation (Deuteronomy 7:9). :

And there is the added injunction that they should keep the commgmdments
which he commands the peoplas

And you shall keop the commandment and the statutes and
the ardinances which I command you this dayeee

not just in thelr hearts, but
to do them (Deuteroncuy 7:11),

The probably Deuteronomic insertion in Jeremish 11 corrobo-
rates this ldea that God will keep Hie confldence with those who are
avact in following His law,

Cursad is the man who will not harken to the words of
this ‘covenant which I commanded their fathers,,e.saying
harken unto my voice and do socording to all which I
oomand you, And you shpll be unto me for a people

and I will bo unto you for a God, in order that I might

fulfill tho cath which I made unto your fathers to
give them the land,es (Jeremiah 1le3Be5),

And Jeremish is made to say that he "bellaves" thia aincerely,

And T answered, and salid, it is so (lamen) O Lord
(Ibd),
God loses oconfidence in and rejects the sons of Ell and keeps
His confidence in Samuel because of thelr respective actions with re-
gard to fulfilling God's commendments, The sons of Eli are rejected
because they make light of God's law (I8 238 £f), For what God reale
1y wants is to raise Himself wp a

7,
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ataad.fa_n_g g aman) priest who will do according to what
inmrmind and I will build him a
%‘ 'emn) house, and he will walk befare me, as my
ted forever (Ibid:35),

Unlike the sons of Eli, Sgmuel had God's faver, In fact, it
Was 8gid that

ses21l Isrgel lmew,,.that Semuel wps stepdfast (ne'eman)
as a prophet before the Lord (IS 31:20)

for after he grew up it wgys said,

The Lord was with him and he did not lebt fall to the
ground any of His words\10 (1S 3:19),

From the point of view of the psalter, the matter (see foot-
note 10) is quite one of free will, or better, desire on the part of
the individual man to want to learn how to be falthful, to want to
learn how to do all of Cod's commandments,

" In Psalm 25 for instance, the ps,lmist asks to bo led in
God's temet,

Lead me in your faithfulness {!amitcha), and teach me
that you ara the Uod of my salvation, For you I have

waited all the day (5).

He wants to be in league with God's f,ithfulness, For he "believes"
that God's faithfulness extends only to him who shows himself to be
a person in whom God can place His confidence by showing this with

his aotions,

A1l the paths of the Lord are reliable moerel
(chesed v'emet)

To those who preserve His conmant. and His
testimonies (10),
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__, Thus, aleo in the mammoth Psalm 119, noted for its emphasis on
praising Cod's law, the psalmist asks, over and over ggain, that he may
learn more of God's ways, For he considers doing God's ways the proper

way in which to show Qod He egn pla'ce His confidence in him,

I have chosen the reliable ) way, I have set |
(belare me) your ordinances {305

He continues, asking that Cod allow him to be a source of confidence,

A Py

And do rot complotely take from my mouth the rellavie word
(davar 'emst),
For 1 hope in your ordinances (43),

i v

LTI R YTy

And he claims that he is worthy to be or remain a person in whom God

i St

can place Hs confidence beoguse he hag had confidence in Cod's ways.

IO e

Teach me good sense and lmodlcdée,
Because in your cammandments have I put my confidence
(helemanti) (66).

1IN

But if Psalm 119 io well knom for its emphasis on keeping

FRAP S R L N

E

Ood!s lawe, it is as well known for its emphasis on keeping them so

- —

et

that a man may find the right and just way, That is, so that he may

be also a source of confidence to other men, That men would be wllle g
ing %o put their oonfidence in anothor man is also a oriterion through 7
which God deoides in which men to put liis confidences i
Man's Relationship to Other Men i

In inkling of how God expects men to treat men is given us by Fa
the author of Proverbse, In. a context filled with the importance of
honesty and uprightness in the relationships among men, ho says
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An abomination to the Lord are lips of falseness,

‘But those who do religble (!emunah) actions are His

Why else would the author of Psalm 101, when he is wondering when God |
will come to him (2) try to prove his fajthfulness by saying

My eyes are with the reliable (ne'emanim) of the land
that they may dwell with ma,

Who walks in the way of integrity will serve me (6),.

And othorwise, would the author of Paalm 26, in agking God to be a
source of stabllity to him, try to show his stability in God's _'_g_ng_g,
by proving that his walking in CGod's ‘emet has meant not walking with
the unfaithful

For Your steadfast mercles are set hefore my eyes,
I have walked continually in Your right way (lamitcha) (3).

I have ggt nelther with false men':or with dissemblers,

I hate the congregation of evil doera end will not :
dwell with the wicked (h), ;

It is natural to expect tlmt/associa'hed with the feeling that

God will "stand behind'" those men wﬁo are faithful to other men/would
be the feeling that Cod would reward the faithful with His faith in |
“them, And, in fact, that He would punish the wnfalthfnl by sithe

drawing His faithful protection from thanyeeif not by soms more overt
action, This is why the author of Psalm 37 ean give answering God's

AT |t T i g ey

requests as the rule by which one can be sure that God will be re;

Trugh (batah) in the Lord and do good, '£’ -
Dwell in the land make a companion of fzithfulness o

(' emunah) (3>/\
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for, says the psalmist, throughout his 1life he never saw
The ﬂmeoua man forsaken, nor his seed asseking bread (25),

David used the same rule when he wanted God to realize how faith-
ful he had been to God's anointed, hoping that this would now serve as
a basis for God's protecting him from His anointed,

The lord will retwn to a man his righteousness and his
%ﬁ%ﬂﬂ ‘emunato), For he has given you into my

is day and I have not wanted to stretch out ryy
hand againat the anointad of the Lord (1S 26:23),

J_lnd Ezekkiel used this rule when he related God's refutation of
the sour grapes proverbs

Who does not lend on interest, nor take any inorease, but
keops his hand back from iniquity, who exacutes reli.able

nta (mia;ggt-'emt) between men, Whowalks in my
eps my ordinancas to do thueﬁ[ G'ﬁ

He is right.eoua. He willgsurely ]ive...(Ez 1818,9 12

Actually, "executing rellable judgments between men," as a

ground for God's having confidence in a man was pointed out by more
than one prophet, Zeohar:lah tells the people that what proves to God
'bhe mture of the faith of mortals 18 not their sgorifices (7:4 ££),
but rather, says he

Thus sald the Lord, ga% hful J%m ( )
and steadfast mercy an ssionate acts lho

do with one another (_&_s 719) | '

Congistent is Zechariah, when he tella the pBople what they must do to
have Cod back as thedr main\j at.ay once more,
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ghalom shifty) in your gates (___s 8:16). %

Isaiah found that God could not rely on a city in which men were
unfaithful to one another,

How 18 the 1), (ne! ) clty become & harlot
She was mﬁ%ﬁ«; usness ’
lodged in her, and now murderers (Isaish 1121),

While the author of Isalah 1126 knew that God would first have to re-

store Judges upon whom her people could rely befors He could rely upon
Jerusalem:

And I will return yowr Judges as they vwere at first
and your counselors as at the beginning,

After this will you be called a ¢ity of justico, a alty
of faithfulneas zro

And the author of Isalah 59:ly saw that g situation between men
and man where there wgs no confidencs in stable things

No one calls (to judgment) in righteousness, there there gre no
relisble fuignents (lein fpipat b'emmah) =

There 1s trusting in vanity and speaking of 1iea /t
They conoceive evil and bring forth iniquity,
produced a situation between mon and God chgracterized by an impasses

‘essyour iniquitios have separated you from your Godees
And this impasse prevented God from even wanting to put His faith in a
people so non-stables

And your sins have caused him to hide his face from you
and not to listen to you (Zbids 2),

But judging, of course, 1s only one aspect of the relationsiﬂ.ps
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between men. God in seeking men upon whom to rely would expeoct that

all relationships between men would be of the nature of femet. ' For .
truth is the fluid in the spinal column of 1life, and when it dries
up, proportion is lost and nothing appears straight ("i'l_'ue'). And
when |

Justice is turned awsy backwards, and righteousness

stands afar,
then

faithfulr)aesa('emet.) has gtumbled in the strectees
And when

stability ('emet) is lacking, -
even

one who avoids evil will find himself prey (Ibid:ls).

Therefore, in the land where there 4s no 'emet between man

and man but rather

swearing and 1ying and killing and stealing and come
mitting of adultery has broken forth so that there
is blood all over (Ilosea L12),

then men have provided God with no cause far confldemce in them but
rather

God has a bone to pick with the inhabitants of the land
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There 15 no relisbility (Vemet), no steadfast kindness and
no knowledge o ToadeY),

But if they will obey His commandment to "love peace and
seourity," then He will show He confidence in them by turning their
fasts into feasts (Zecharish 8:19). As the psalmist put it, the man
who 18 a source of con!idénoe, he will enjoy the confidense of the
Lords indeed, he will dwell in His holy mountain.

Who will dwell in:your tent, and who will dwell in your
holy mountain?

. seshe who walke in integrity, who works righteousness 1,
and who speaks "truth" ('emet) in his heart (Psalm 15:2),

And, as the wise father said to his son

Let . neither steadfast merey nor faithmlness (temot)
. forsake you.,

But bind them ahout your neck and write them on the
tablets of your heart (Proverbs 313).
And you will ﬁ.nd nce and favour in the eyes of God _
And ymnaﬂmw s i‘a‘mur dn the eves of o3 -*nﬂ "nnn '
And you w.l.l'l he mnsi dmred faith'\\l by God. and man,
God's confidence in man depends on mants proviag tLot he is
worthy of this confidence, He can prove this wort.hineas by showing
th'e. reliabllity of hie words and actions _wit-h respact to both God
and man, In his relatiomship to God., ian shows God his reliability
by giving evidance to God thdt he is un.swervﬂngly loya:!. to Him, In
his relationship to other men, man shows God{é_g rellability by giving
ev:ldence to CGod ﬁbq_b bﬁher men can rely on him. He prb'ﬁés his loyalty
by avd:lding "qhe ways of other gods, by doing all of God's ways, and
by telling other people about Cod's ways. He proves that other nien
can rely on him by avoiding the gatherings of the wioked, by associate
ing 'oniy with the righteous and by speaking the truth and doing justice.
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CHAPTER II
GOD'S CONFIDENCE IN MAN
_FOOTNOTES
‘

1 Job 15115, 16, and U418, | | /
i\ ) ’ )
2 The use of right'eoua/here is curlous, Cf. Isalah 2612 where the

nation to enter His gates shall be a righteous one and is called
one that kesps falthful deeds (shomer !emunim).

3 Notice, by the way, that in the rest of the sentence we have a oross
reference to the first chapter, The grounds which Samuel sets up

for why the people should serve God aret "For see all which he has
made great before you, !

L Talmudic expression aptly describing those who aajr one thing 'and do
another from Pesachim 11368.b

5 Notice also that in Psalm 5417 when David aske ishostuehuimim»
from God against his enemies, he only dares ask this for he Teels
that unlike them he (impl:lcit.ly) has set God befors bim (Sh15,6),
Cf. also Solomon in 1K 3:6 who appeals to God saying his Sati
was straightforward i hearb.

6 Notiee that irmediately after this, ge gays that He will let Galeb |
goe. For he has proven himself trustworthy by his spirit in the
past, and also by his past actions (Numbers lhzzhff)

7 Iaaiah h2:1-h Here is my servant whom I uphold

My chosen one in vhom I delight

I have put my spirit upon himg

He will publish the truth among the nations.
He will not ory nor shout, ,

He will not raise his voiee outside.

He will bresak no crushed reed )

(uench no dim wick.

In faithfulness (letemet) he will publ:l.sh the truth.
He himsel? wlll nelther fade nor be broken
Until he establish truth on earth

The coastlands wailt for his teaching,

‘.

. Translation from Prophetic Faith in Isalah, Sheldon Blank, Harper
and Bros.,, New York, TO%8 ’ ’

§ The theme of righteousness which makes its Appearance here as a

ground for God's confidence in man will be discussed more fully
below.

9 Cf also 2Ch 321l "'M‘bar these faithiul deeds ('emat )"

D 7his sentence is very ambiguous both in the Hebrew origiml and in
{ts English translation, if we forgt about capitalizing pronouns
that refer t0 God. For 'wk must ask WHO did not let fall to the
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53
o ground WHOSE wards, Since the first half of the sentence seems to
g indicate that Samuel hgd God's close help, we might say that the §
i WHO refers to Ood, But if so, then there is the oonnotation that j
God controls, or at least can control, the faithfulness of those i
R in whem He wishes to place His confidence, It is well to note -’
r doI.'I o though that one who does pot hipil is the same as one who
! See(‘fnlw,} page /{ o Ihe interpretation given '’ s
1 ol S to this passage here; as-can be seen from the eapital letters , :
s idag used in the translation is that it is Samuel who keeps 'erect! __ j
¥ oc  and firm the arders of Gode | ORG-S ;
Sy L Aol b {
— "L pityipoor Jeremiah who had to doal with both a cliy that contained
o no‘éﬁg(% (:.me) (5:1)and people that spoke falsely 3
rzot ¥ 1293) =
S 12 Gompare Proverbs 1616 where iniquity rather than belng punished :
r.:_-f.:'-'l‘ | can be atoned for through ghesed v'emet.
Vo 13 Compare Avot 1:18 which quotes this verse when sayingt On three )
Fioy @ things the world stands, on 'emet on justice ard on peace, :
D 1 ' '
i Cf. Isalzh 333hb6 and Psalm 2. Also see Malachi 216 for further ;
e evidence that God expects 'emet and righteousness in the mowhh.of 2
be s hinm who is to dwell in his holy mountain, Here God sets up what ok
o D he expects from the ideal priest, ' - | Y
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... CHAPTER III . .: o @ coias iracadd o o

B . HAN'S CONPIDENCE _I.l;m R

In mw napecta the graunds for a mn's oonﬁ.dmco in ot.her

:nen aro aimilar to t.ha grounds far God's confidence in men. A hi.nt. )
of thie a:l.nd.hrlty appears in the closing of the last chapters A
Ifather advises his son that 1f he did not let Jemgt or steadfast =
‘kindness foraske him, but rather bound them about his neck and wrote
them cn the tablets of his heart, t.hen he would find faver in the
aight. or God and mn. God and man are here equated as to what they
aeek :I.n man. | | o

e w11 see that as God'a conrmeme in man depcnds on man's
‘relationship to man as wall as on ms ralatiomhip to God, 80 man'a oL
coni‘ideme in man depends on man'a relationehip to man and God,

mm ot
" At the beginning of our diauusaion of man'a oonﬁ.dmco 1n God,

we tried to show through the amalogy of the littls boy and s blocks,
that before man could have confidence 1n any act of God, he first had
to hava confidence that these acts were performed in a structure that
was tself stable, For only if man "believed" that the universe was
physically stable could he "belleve" that what God was do:lng, vas
‘batn.g done on solid ground, so to speak,’ N;tm-all.y, an action oon-
trary to the basic order of the structure would by its nature pro-
duoe instabllity, If the overall strusture was stable, however, then
t.hé ‘f_ruite of actions made within that order, providéd: that they:too
were stable, would contribute to the stability.of the.over-all order,

| ~ Ima dscussion of man's confidence in mn, ft’ha-e' is an analog-

e T S A BT S TR R R
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moral Tiot physical, It is & noral order which also gives stability %o
tha world, atahd.litf s tO be mare exgct, to the relationships between

ous situation, Th.ordoruith which we will'be conoerned; however, is \
s
i
1

men and men, Hen who are not moral, who do things contrary to the
natm'e ‘of the moral order, will produce a situation marked by instabi-

T e s

1:I.ty, mrked by a lack of eonfidencs in the relationships of men and men,
And those whose acticns are morgl, are themselves in harmony with the

- morel 'Order, they are stable, are sources of confidense for their fel-
low men, and, in fact, contritute through thelr actions to the overall
moral order, But unless man i:elieved that the world was so ordered
‘mor'ailfr-'aa o provide an intrinsic stability to a particular way of
act.ing, then man could have no confidence that if a human bed.ng actad
in that part.icular way, rathor than 1n some ot.har manner, he could plaoe
hs. conf:ldmce in that human being.

Thm are many pnuaagea in the Book of Provorbs to auggest the

‘balief thgt a cert.ain way of living by its very nature provides stabi-
ity in inter-human relationships, . For instance in 14122 is the con-
copt of an mtr:lns:lc moral order which if follawed prodnoea atab:llity
and i not, produoea error and insecurity,

Those whose devices result in evil (produce the question) o

will they not stray? o
And those whose devices result in good (produce) a i)

gteadfast kindness that is reliahlg (chesed v! gx_et). ',e
In this passage the result of the actions of those who follow the S
moral order is g stable order in which one can have c:mn‘?:!.c:lem:e.2 In ke
28120, the idea 1s that those pecple who are stable, and in whom one

can place his confidence, act in such a way as to help assure the

o
k
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s, The mn of faithful deeds (!emunim), he abounds:'in :. -:x:'c
ST blessingse '
.. - But the one who hastens to become rich, ho will not

' " be held gulltless,

It is implicit that one vho hastens to becomé rich will do things which

world, And such a man is in definite contrast to one whose deeds ine
BP",“;»‘,’."."ﬁdence. There is a decided contrast between the fruits of "
the aétiom of & man in whom ons can place confidence and the fruits
of ai man's actions whose desires make him unt.rustwm-trv.

The fruits of the actions of a man who is not. reliable are
well deseribed in 11313.
The man who goes abcmt as a talebmer uill revenl aecreta
But he that is atlbla (m'emn) in spirit covers:things up,
What is more im;)ortant for the stability or human re].ationshipa, what
is moro inportant. for estab]ishing oonridenoe betueen man and man, -
thnn diacretiou? - ' .
...Unless 1t ia t.hat & man who is ent.rust.ed wit.h a mission ”
ahould ba fait.hi‘ul to his aenier, Far in a time t}mt laoked mass oome
munication, where travol vas tedious and dnngerous, t.he aan in whol

confidenoa oould be phoed muat have been prised. 'I'Io puugu in
Proverbs refer to the fruite of falthful messengars. ,In 13:17 _for

DUREEA # A LR
ST An evid meuenpr will fall into tmuble. '
4ese  But the ambasspder who 1s faithful (bmunim) ho.is. |

1415 'the 0b1d'6f the ‘snow in the day of the hatvest
Is the falthful (ne'eman) messenger to his senders,

are worthy of punishment, which certainly do not bring blessings:to the

instance there is the ocomment, T O %0 SR T ATt

.
And In 25813 o iea o o e nel o D
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The rmindu' of this verse my be a gloss because it breaks the uter*
t.ypioa.'l. of this pnrt. of the olnpt.er; it explains the uhd.lot

a He refreahea the soul of hiq masters,

!et 1t 18 probably in ths courtroom that we find but tooa].i.zed
this pattem that peopls who are trustworthy, people who inspire ocone
ﬁ.dm, are those whose actions are most in line with the moral ordar,
t.hat. the fruit.a of thedr actions add stabtdlity to that order,

He who breathes forth faithfulness (!emunah) will
. relate righteousness,

| ‘But the uitneaa of falseness (utters) daceit

aasr‘s’ 1"7&12 a8 'u clearly defines the fruits of men in vhom one can
plaoe ma'a confidence as oompared with the fruits of men who can not
be tru.at.ed. F‘alameaa can do mught. but make orooked and unsure the
relationahipa bet:-reen men, For l1es are nisrepresentations of reaJJ.t.y.
They are not 'true! to reality; they are deceiving, Thus does the
witness who lics deceive,” In fact, the faithful witness is the wite

r

ness who does not 1ie, We get this definition from U5,

Thewitnela who ¢ elie ) ia the
'ﬁ%nﬁ L‘EE. muenta nfof reality,

“And the one who breathu (fordh)} such false rapresentations
48 a false witness,

A few. 11nea later, :I.n varse 25, the 1dea that the lior deoeivea ocours

R ATS
o 1

again Tho 1ier ie oontraat.ed wi.th the trut.hﬁll witnesa who aavea

-“11":.,4. tara t"nu..:. ik BRY i gt

': y r‘
A ‘saver “of 'mouls is the ‘witness™ (vho speaka) m (mg)- ke

or is a witness of %?‘_tgg%ﬁ( ‘fj

: V'hifl,p thie “one' who' breaties fo li.es (producea) deoept.ion. i
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‘ Theve 1s perhaps the comnctation here that it 18 not mouglg that all which

Ji '-i. iR gy .-__ wpniidd -

one me (here, on tho witneee etand) ._be ‘a,treo :@ﬂnntetion oi' peality,
J | but it ie required that 11' one knows the tme reomentation of reulits‘,
| | even ii' he is not oalled upon to eqy it,’\mmt oome forth and utter uhat /ﬂ"'o“
: | -he lmows. He is, in i‘aot, morally bound, And if he does follow this

morel order, he will cortainly be ooneiﬂmd a source of trust and oone~
* | | f:ldenoe, and he will certainly be thought to have added strength to
the moralocrder %t\lotemuty to the relationships among mefs .

We must now ask, what are the criteria hy whioh a man oan oon-

oider another man vorthy of hie ooni‘idenoe, that he followe or oontri-
butee to the moral order:( You might eay' thet one m'iterion is that
he telle the truth, . But we have eeen that even whm God epeake the o
truth, the basis for putting oonfidenoe in Hia mrd ie e:l.ther that it
is "believed" that God is sincere in H:I.e purpoee and can give erfeot to
His word, or that through experience it ie lmown that God h.es given ofe
fect to His word, We will find that, with a].moet no exoeption,
will "believe" another man only when he has i‘ound out etnpirioally that
the man's wards are "true" to the reality of the eitue_tion_., Thisan-
piricism is oartimlarly evident in the oourt. Thue‘,‘ :l.n DO\;tei'otxoow
13115 and 17:1) which deal with persons suspeoted of leadlng others

SALL \t

aetray after falae gods, an’ eot whioh is the gssence oi‘ 9°91;ﬂ: ycpjetabi-

uty, the report aven of thie act is not ooneidered tmetwortgv mtl
e A b A

investigation has been made, One nmet inquire and search diligently,

and only then may one oomider the report true. One ie to pl'l.eoe»oon-

i‘idenoe in the witness who mado the roport only ai’ter oheoking his

etory, only after finding out if people have, in .thot, been led aetray
- An idmtioel situation occurs in chapter 22, veree 20 of

Deuteronow A man. accuses hie wii‘e of pot being a virgin. Her mother ‘

- S
ST T "*"?"f‘-""v?“ i?"‘ionﬁiﬁ&&'%ﬁ? ,.,1'5" i rzecy o




says that ehe was. One relies on the word of naither, ‘but  rather - sears
ches to see. 1r tha' ntokens of virginity" ware With her; ‘ahd.only“after’ "
thie een one eay that edther the husband's or the mother's word is Lrus,
smnarly, in Numbers 5, if a fan "believes" his wife unfaithe

. m, but there was no witness, and she was not cgught in adultery,- she :

1el-breught before the priest who performs an ordeal which involves her -
drinld.ng some bitter water, The priest tells her that 4 she has not:
beenuni‘aiﬁlful to her husband, then ehe 111 be free of the curse of
the bit.’oer waters, but in ocase ehe has been, he causes her to swear
with an oath of cursing, He says’ ‘to her that when the water enters her
bowels the Lord will make her belly to swell and her t.high to :t’ell away

Lr 2 ‘ J

(5:19-22). God is made the warder of the oet-h. And when she answers
amen,'ennn to the pr:leet.le worde, she plaees her conﬁdq;ee in an agree-
ment which leaves it to God to det.emine the truth of the mat.t.er. What
is significant here is that the ver.lﬁ.oation of her Iorde :I.e put 1n
God's hands becauee the nature of t.he eituntien preeludee enpir:l.o ver:l-‘
fication, | R i
Actua]iy, 80 \:I.mport.ant} was empirio ver:lﬁ.eation before 'one |
would place ‘his conf:l.denoe in a witness tlnt 1n one eaee, after a man
w:l.t.neeeed against himeelf, t.hey et.ill sought to find out 11' whet he
ea:l.d waa "true. I refer here t.o the case or Aehan who took epo:ll |

which_-wae heran. When Joshua. asks him to confese, he does eo, eaying

Tr%z {tamnah) -
I nned before Iahueh the God of Ierael“‘ I~'di.d thie
. and this (Joehua 7:20). L e A

Bu:b he 1s not. believed!: And ae t.he nneewh:l.dt"fell_” '”m&chﬁ, even

28 \': T ‘J..; (‘.-.'?r

after he epeeifieally enumerates what he took, ’ohey do not pun:l.eh him
until they find the hiding place and see what he tooke
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L x‘ But mi.r:l.c vari.ﬁ.cat.ion as tho grounds upon uh:lch one man:will |
i ' place his: confidence in the word of ancther is not linited to the sourt,”
i In Gmoe:ls, Joseph will not believe h:l.s brothars that. Uttle Benjamin
Z | ‘13 at homs and well, He need not do so just on the grounds that he has B
‘ no:proof; we might feel that his past experience with them added to his . a~

‘ ,: lack of confidence in their word, Thus, in Chapter 42116, he tells them
how he will learn whether their word is reliable, He will inquire more
? carefully into what they said, But ultimately, for proof, he asks that m
they send someonie to b!'lns Benjamin before him, Such an act will _prove ;
; ;

their words, as he sgys 1n verse 20,

ey s
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Br:lng your little brot.har and your worda y_i__ Lq
© Yerified (yelamem).> R
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Whan the brothera fimally get to thedr home, they have a diﬁ‘icult t:l.me
perauading Jncob that Joseph is alive, Thia is perhaps becauae of their
remut.aﬂon, or perhaps after all these years 1t was Just "unbeliavablo." o
They camot oonvinee Jacob by produoing Joaeph but they do use v:laual
proof; the wagons in which Joseph sent them back (L:TI). | ;

Yot perhaps the best example in the whole Bible of the idea
hhnt. aeed.ng is believing is the story of Sheba ooming to v:l.s:l.t Solomon, | * |
She had heard or his great wealth and wiedom but d!.d not believe it, and
only believes :l.t when she is herself witness to it.. Says Sheba in XK i
1016,7 (alao 20'1 915,6) - o .

i "Trua (lemet) was the word (I could have placed my. cone
?idence 1n it) which I heard in -y land about your pro- i :
cands iy perty and about your wisdome" . - . i

- 5 did not believe (lo he'emanti) these wonds until I
‘came my eyes | eyes saw and b d Iwas not told the -
“‘ hﬂlf Of 1teee '
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Ir e:q:er_:l,enoo :I.s the gronnd rer put.ung uu'a,,oonﬂdm in a

sang C Mmoo

man's word, thm expor:lonca 15 tha gmund for putt.ing one's conﬁ.dence
ina man's actions, | |
" ‘There 18 a situation regard:lng David which indicates that a man
pntl-h:h confidence in another man only becsuse: this other man. has:shown
himself to be worthy oflhil trusts In 1Smmuel 29, David is trusted by
Ach:l.ah that he will do nothing against him bocause he has proven h:l.s re—
liabﬂi‘w ‘by an aot == the slaying of those in tha south of Judah. It
1s aigniﬁ.cnnt that the other pringes who only heard of this act and |
were not close emough to the battle to be sure af what hlppmad are not
80 quick to place thedr confidence in David, Wlnn David tella Aclrluh
that he has slain these Judeans, Achish 15 quick to "believe" 1t (lSamuel
27:12). He has confidenoce in David because of an overd acty bub the
source :lncﬂ.catas that he believed Dav!.d had oosmitted that act marely
on David's own report (mgslorf). B R
-.,QB&M'S death occurs evidently because he had. good ireason
~ not $0 believe (Jo he'emin lahan) that Ishmael had oome to kill-him
vhen the captains of the forces in the fiold tell him thia- (Jerecish
hO:l!;)'.- What his reasons were are probably lost in the mot wall:
Inown wab of politics that swromded the remnant of Israel, What
we can say though i3 that the politieal aligimat was prebably audx
that he had good reason to have faith in Ishmals. JRUSIE
.. If Gedaliah was duped by the previcus sweet words of Ishmael,
the authors of Proverbs would not have fallen into the same trep, ‘At
least three cﬂ.ffa'eirb proverbs fram the Book of Proverbs caxy howe
the point forcefully that it is not wat & man eays which reveals-his -
loyalty but rather what he-does, - S e SRR,
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If hio gpeaks ricely, @.Mmmmm

For re are seven abon:lmtiom in hia hearb.

l
. _,,.‘ : P Ny _'

It 15 nmm :lmand.v:llinaﬁ.on which demnded aq:ir!.c verification of

..5r} RS '-_

a pcrabn's words, that deoed tPuY people will use guile to gain the con-
fidence of or.hors. ‘s 1a perhaps the. reason for the m&mg in ohap-

‘54{‘{\ A

ter 26; it secms fa be ulso 'che.reauch o th vq.m:l.ng 1n 27!6 ﬁh:loh
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_"% (without ulterior mot:l.vea) ave the .
of a C ot o e Taniiey A b

‘ Andmnyoanbethekiabosbranm._ ;
It 1s impoesitle to say that ordinary 1nter-relatiomhips e
tween humen he:l.nga in the Biblical aoo:lety wm charmcterized by an ate
tituds of "show me, " 1£ one man wa!s o put hia confldence in another,
There 1s, hatever, ons type of inter-relctlanship among human beings
whéu tho very matwre of that relationaldp. OQHRQM::MiW,_amN
trust, I speak of family rclationships, Por:instance, e hava the ;
mlaiof.Ea_ther doing what Mordecal asks of ha Juat bacause«m.-;n-q
_lxor.:»'ﬁousin, for she had relied on hinm inthe mote : Ho had brought her
(.m) (207)e o0 i s Dhad e
" Thaere is Junt:ltication for using-the, ward. i_g) (muraing father
or m nursing mother) in 4his ossay on grounds foar confidence,
While :I.t is t.mo that t.ha word _m boloma ‘o tho. catogory of Hebrew
wrds uhioh denote. profeasiona, thq also desarlbe the profeasion.
.Su.oh tems d not come a.nto use .in. oonple’oe]y arbﬁ.tmry fashion, et=
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ed.nu;:l.nﬂabruwhmthmoanm ofthorootuponuhichatmdam-

ing a proremou is based. usually, 4, m relevant to the F‘“‘!E?:!!!- e, )

Compares M (one who sasphards), u (one who sees), and_ﬂ (one

who bakes), _u, dl80 18 a: plrtid.ph. meaning w“l’«? ome e,
_mwtl.T JThay
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T {.u.at.her d!.d) a8 Mordocal commanded her she aid his
wipyo Uldding s she had sonfidenge in hia (ﬁm.m) (2120).
In tha Book of Ruth, Keord is give:n the offapring of Ruth and
Boas to care for, They know that they can plice the ‘child'e oaéc 1n
her hnnis uith confidence baoause dta 18 a merber of ithe fam:lly,
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" And Haomd took the child and placed it on her bosem and
7 'beeame amx_'_t M unto ite
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mehmﬂdmnehndcanputinonemoms 2 Toe
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ceives eontradio‘aory cv:ldenca i‘rom passagea 1n 2K and 23. Each

imvolves people who reared the children of former kings, But there is
aninq)ort.ant differeﬁéé 'batwem tha two situations, In second Samuel,
after the woman who reared Jonathan[g .9ons hoars that Ish-Bosheth's

Cfmgme Whtg goendie g At g

father and grandfatbr ), been \p&.l;d. ah ¢,f16ed. presumably to save
him from the new king (25h:h)  Ish-Bosheth's 'amemet thus romained a
support to himj she remained 'truo' to him, To the contmry, in 2K,
after Al'nb's death and during his son Ahazish's relgny vhen Jehu aqu
letters to the pevple who had reared Ahab's soventy other sons, they

slay these sons (2K 10t1-7), The 'amanim of Ahab's seventy sons thus

e "

- R TR R A



I
e ied.) 1

TR sy e

PR

el T
e T

e e T

cease bed.tg taithnﬂ. to thun.

It- :la :I.lpm-tant t.o not.:loe thnt Johu doeu not a& tha _m tnl
sldérs o KI1) the sons imediately. Rather, ho tells them to pick the
Ig_qgt_or‘t.ha umw and gird him for battle against Jehu, that this son
might defend his father's house, It 1s only after the Yomanim and ele
ders fear that they uili not be able to stand up againet Jehu, and come
minicate to Jehu thod.rdeniro to serve him, that he tells them to ki1l
the semtv sons, It :lu as :li’ Jehu were testing the 'mnin tome if
they are still mumn to those t.hat they had brought uwe In otherr
words, it was his wont o expect that they would b.e faithful to fhose \
who had relied upon them for their support, -

Itia thavuymturaltamtoemeotﬂntyoumrelyon
people who are close to you that makes Micah warn the members of his '
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soclety that this natural assumption could be dangerous,
The author of H:I.cah 7 depicting hou iniquitous and unstable
is his sooiety, uam | T | |

not. %g E'al ta'M) on a tr:lond and do not trust an

. Guard the opening ot your mouth- fvom: her- t!nt des'in your
boaom (7!5)0

ety A T
.:*,:L iy 4

It ds 2 soctety m-rmioh

The son dishonors the fathery ... .. -
The daughtar rises against hor mothnr
‘I‘ho dl“dlte-in-hw aga:l.nst the motln'-:l.n-hw.
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the enaniea oi' a man arc the men or his own houae (7:6).
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- Andin Chapter:9. when Jeremhh wishes to ahw how troaohoroun
a: aoclety Imel has: beoomey -he saye:that even. ths moat -naturally res
ligbl_o ‘of: human. -rehtiomhipl hava:became unstable, -
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| They,draw their tongues as a bow. ’
g _Faldﬁeu and not, Zaithfulnegs (.,am) 15 in.the 1"“'-
\ Fron av!.l to evil they £0ees (2

Let. every man watch ocut for his fr.lend; o nut. t.ruat 1n
Far every brother acts Bxbtly and every g E goea

about a tale-bearer (3).

o A slaughtering arrow is their tongue; deceit one apeaks
5 with his mouth,

© v Peace he speaks to his friend, but mardly he lays an
" ' ambush (7)o

v . anh one deceﬂ.ves his nd.ghbor ; ‘truth ( } they do
o KERERER AR !‘Ot 'm
5 | ' Thuy have nghg thad.r tongues the language or false-

. N88Bess (h)o
fs\; And again Chapter 12

+1-..For.aleo your brothsr and the house of your father, aven'
they have acted traitorously to you, Lven they cried
-heartlly after you, Do not put your faith ta'amin)
in them even 1f they sapy nice things to you
If it seams . that Jeremiah ia tak:lng 1% a bit peraomlly, one should ree
fer to the ra‘l.at.ed verse 19 of the praceding chapt.er. 'Thare Jeremiah

te]la of his nalvete:

DO,

: FOI' I %ag as ’.ra}:'.dOdil_B,‘ m, he:\.ng Iod ;to, the, Bhughtd'.oo

Made aware ch by God's knowledge trms those pecaple in whom he had com-

iz plet.e conﬁ.dence wera not only not 1oya1 bnt. Were ac’omtu.y act:lvely
. 'P‘ \'-'1'10.} Ilj.. I-A

aeeking his hurt, Jermiah uses “the instabliby of ¢ the i‘and.ly ralations
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ship as & metaphor t.o emreaa how insecure soclety has beoome. o
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66,

It is perhaps fair to say that while the ultimte ground upon
which to judge whether ar not a man was faithful (even in family relation-
ships)was the empirical evidence of how he behaved in the past, it cer-
tainly seems that in relationships involving close friends and relatives
the tendency was to place confidence in the other human beings without
necessar:l.‘l.y' having this evidence, But as we have seen (if all the
above prophetic passages are not taken allegorically) from the Joseph
story, even a relative, once he has been unfaithful to his relaﬂve can
no longer expect his relative's confidence merely on the basis of their
familial relationships’

Still another ground for placing one's confidence in one's fele
low man appears in the specific case of leaders and the people they
lead, Under what conditions, for instance, willa leader have con-
ﬁdenoe that those whom he leads will follow?

After Gideon's (Jerubbadl's) death, when the men of Schechem
anoint Abimelech king, and after he has slain all his breth\:r?n with
the exception of Jotham, Jotham asks the men of Schechem

If you have dealt t (b'emet) and uprightly with

Jerubbaal and with his house this day, then rejoice

in Abimelech and let him rejoice in you, but if not...

(Judges 9119f),
then may a fire come out of each of you devouring the other, he con-
tinues, Jotham tells them that Gideon has dealt well with them and
fought for them, yet this is how they repay h:!.a houssholds But it is
in the parable of the trees that we see more fully what a leader ax-
pects from his people, For Jotham prefaces the above remarks with a
story telling that all the trees of great wor'th'resol‘vel to make the

lowly bx;amble____t_'hal.r ruler, But the bramble is no fool. He knows
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that he has been picked only as a last resort, and he is aware that a
king must have the loyalty of his subjeots, and so he resolves to test
this loyalty,

And the bramble sald to the trees, if in sincerity (b'emet)

"you anoint me to be king over you then ooma sesk

shelter in my shade (9:15,16),
For our concern here the punishment that the bramble threatens, namely
fire from the cedars of Lebanon, is incidental, So is the fhot that
Abimelech and the men of Schesshem do fall out with cne another thus
"bringing true" g curse parallel to that which Jotham uttered against
them for their infidelity to his father'!s house, What is important
here is the grounds far a king!s confidence in his people, Those
grounds are of course, loyalty, or more specifically, willingness to
support the king, to follow him, and to return tc his household his
kindnesses to them,

Three stories concerning David emphasize this importance of
loyalty. In lSamuel 22, when Saul aocuses David of conspiring with
the priests against him, Ahimelech tries to defend David and show
Saul that he may have confidence in him,

o rave s (Aror 0} e o the ki T oy, e saet)

(familial relationship and if that is not enough) amd

he turns to your bidding and is honored in your house,
It is because there are no concrete statements to show that David
(empirically) has, in the past, been disloyal, as against many in-
stances which would give Saul reason to put his confidence in David
that some have considered Saul paranoid,

On f.he other hand, in 25 19, when Shebna tries to lead a
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revolt against David, and it is quelled, and Joab seecks him out in Abel,

d rs

P T ]

a woman answers Joab

We are the peaceful and ('emune') loyal in Israel,

Joab consents to spare the city provided that they can prove through a
specific act that they are faithful, And they perform this request and
deliver over Shebna, And when Shebna's head comes over the wall, Joab

PRI 5 R R B A 2 T4

keeps his word and returns to Jerusalem satisfied that this overt act

|
1?.‘
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\

has proved their faithfulness,

Moreover, at the beginning of the Absalom rebellion in 25,15,
Ittai the Gittite'aeems to have great affection for Davide, He is wille
ing to follow David rather than stay in the land and wait for Saul, No
reason is given why he should show this loyalty to David rather than to
Saul, David tells him that he does not have to flee since he is a

stranger that just came and may dwell 1n the land, David tells him to
think of his brethmen,

You just came yesterday Should I today farce you to go
with me? |

I go where I shall go, and you should return and take
your brethren with you, and may the lLord show you
(reading with the Septuagint) falthful kindness
(chesed v'emet) (20),

David seems to be saying almost that Ittai's first loyalty should be to
his brethren. Ittai, however, chooses to follow David with his brethren,
It is of great significance that later on (251842-5) David shows his
confidence in Ittai, glving him command of troops and entrusting him

with the mission to stop the rebellion of Absalom, but by no means to ;{%;\
hurt David's son, B
A leader's need to find faithful helpers is brought out in SR

I.';fi
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Nehemiah also, When Nehemiah returns from Babylon and finds that
Eliashib and Tobiah had prepared a ghimber in the house of the Lord
and vere not paying the Levites who had, for this réason, left the ser-
vice, he went out of his way to appoint men who could be trusted,

For they were considered peliable (ne'emanim) and it
on them to apportion unto their brethren (Ibid:

13:13
Actually when the loader picks a man in whom he can place his
oonfidencé, if that man is to deal with the people, one would expect
that the people can also put confidence in him, In fact, the question
arises, in general, on what grounds will people put confidence in those

that lead them?

If you could ask the author of Proverbs 2911k, he might say
Ity
that the people will support the king who is falr in judging, For he
said

A&
King who judges the poor faithfully (b'emet), his
ne will be sure forever,"
If you could ask the author of 20:28, he might say that the
king who is constant in his kindness to his people will lay stable

foundations for his reign, For this author saids

Steadfast kindness and faithfulness (chesed v'emet)
preserve a kingy for his throne is supported by
steadfast lkindness,ll
We know what God would expect of leaders (Numbers 11112), When
the people are rebellious in the desert and are not satisfied with the
manna, Moses, asually considex;ed the prototype of leader, complains to

Oode In his complaint bs mentions what God had 8,1d to him, Cod used
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a particular metaphor to show Moses how he should consider himself in re-

lation to the people he was leading,

Did I conceive all this people, did I bear them that you

should say to me, garry them .in your bosom as nurs:lgg
father ('m)m' s the Thild. e b

The full importance of the word ('omen)with its natural comnotation of
tender, 'loﬂng care becomes sharpmed when one realizes that the Hebrew
word for riursiu; fat.her comes from 'amen and has the added connotation

,u

.28 We sgW above (p.GJ,) of a stable support and sure source of reliahbﬂ

al du .We have seen how important the preservation of the moral orde:r.'

is i‘cr the stability of human relationships, Ngturally, the court has
'ajd':on'é of its main functions the preservation of this stabilizing moral
ofdef; It is, therefore, not surprising that in two cases when men
pjl.ckl,d'xﬂges (laadaré), that d_.s; ‘ﬁick men whom other people must follow,
men in 'w}iom others must put their confidence, we find that one of the
grounds for picking these men is that they are stable, They must be
without inlquitous desires, rather filled with faithfulness,
| When Moses, on Jethro's advice picks judges, the advice which
Jethro gives, .contains the ground upon which Moses can decide whom to
plok,
Provide for yourself from all the people able men, fearers
of God men of faithfulness (!anshe 'emunah), who hate un-
ust gain and place -such over tham to be | 50 D8 PULETBeee
il’:‘xodua 18:21),

Jehoshaphat too, in picking Jjudges, after warning then that
they should Judge fbr God and not for man, tells them to use Ood as
thed.r guide, for God does not respect persons, nor take bribes (2Ch,
1914=7), And when he appoints the Levites in Jerusalem who will judge

;-
!
i



there, he commands them saying

Thus shall you do with fear of God, in faithfulness (b'emunah)
and with a whole heart (9), -

But a2 new Situation is de.velop:l.ng. For in setting up g‘rounds. for
oonfidergce bet_ween men and men We have begun to see that a man's relation-
sh:lp to God is also important, In bof.h the above réferences, though the
baaio puppuse of the leaders was to establish judges on whom the people
could rely, and though in each case their morality and faithfulneas were
stressed, in each case fear of God was also mentioned as a oriterion for

deciding the trustworthiness of the judge,

Relationship Between Man and God

When Nehemish picks men to guard the gate at night (7:12), he

picks a man to watch over Jerusalem

Because he is a fal thful man (ish 'emat) and fears God
more than many.

The author of Psalm 12 feels that the falseness and flattery

which weaken the bonds of stable human relationships is & direct result
of the fact that '

i R T e e (e
When Moses wants the people to accept God's .law, he has the
Levites utter curses on such as comnmit imqral acts, and the people say
tamen after each curse (Deuteronomy 27:15-26). As they say ‘amem , each
person makes an ocath to accept these curses upon himself conditionally, , 2.,
should he commit any of the immoral acts which the Levites have mentioned.,
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-that mn a more stable source of oonfidence.

God is made t.ha warder of these oaths. 'But with t.he excopt.lon of the
first. act which 1a idolatry and the laat. .which is 1mpiety to God, the
others involve relatd.onahipa between people. Thus, aa the people sy

- -‘-__ \_ * l.,.'a;_

tamen here, they Hot only put t.he:lr oonﬂdm. m Ood aa the‘m-der of

s !'

caths, but also, they put their confidence m “God a5 the warder of
soo:l.ety. Whnt gives each manber or tha sod.ety added co nfidense 1n

't.he other membora is the oonfidence tlnt God wﬂl be reaponsible for

the proper execution of the cmrsml.:"2
What Nemeh:lnh's orit.orion for picki.ng Judgea, t.he paalnd.at.'a
explanation i‘or the :lniquit-y of eooioty md thia publ:lo avowal have in

,’L Y

common ia that. a1l see tl'nt. tho preseme of God 1n the mind oi‘ man makes

Thus it is that men will be more roady:to ‘conclude-bargains
with meh if they know that the purpose of the compact s 1n harmony

vlth God's desires, They:will be qilcker'to place their:confidence in

the oé'orisr person carrying out his-part of:the bargain'if: they inow. that
the 6ther person has an awareness of this:harmony, |

.. The uornan who hidea the ‘splesa‘in. Jerdcho mku a bargain wit.h
them not to report their wheranhouta to'the author:luea it thoy will
promise not to hurt her family when they oonquer t.ho lnnd. -While it is
truo that here again God 18 made the warder' of" their oa.t.h, how. dooa she
know that God might. be concerned with theae men also? She "believes“
in fact that these men have ‘the back:lng of "the- Ia-dcﬂ ‘I'hua lhe :ll suro
_also;'ﬁ'l‘a.t they will conquer- the:1and ‘because ‘she a«hoard that. Ood is
with f.heln (doshua 239-11)6-‘” SRR L e a— H Ly i;;,?{;...., |

And now swear unt.o me 1n the name of !ahweh, for we have

done steadfast kindness (chesed ¥ » that you will
do also with the house of my fat. the gsame favar)ll
(12),
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And t.hay anam that :I.f*aho dou not gm thun’my, uho oan 3
trust themtobe Mthful to theagroement. T ';

Lt

“Qur 1ife for.yours, if you do: not tell what we are doing
here then it shall be that when Yalweh gives us this land
that we will deal with you 4n a- gtudfgg and: gt.hm

; namer Mm_) " (1h).

Zs)u_-, T

R

L

S:I.m.larly, when Eliezer asks Rebeoca's family to make up their
m:lnds whet.her ar. not he oen t.ake her back to Imo (Genes:ls 21;). aaying:

S 'f ]\,'u} l‘L'J S S -..‘a

J-«.,u-;,-» u\s‘

. - g g* ‘\.-. .
LA R Ty ,R’un“ N

And now 1f you want to make a faithful a chesed
Viemet) with my master, tell me, and i&hoE teﬁ me !eo
- g "1 know where toiturh): (49)y ruui wign

ﬁlaﬂ- Do Co '?:"v.’: ’ Vf*rr A H "g'“q;_: iL{\L. L\.\’ I B :1 5'1 y, “ ” &

- t.he:lr anawer :I.a 1ndicat.:|.ve of why t.hqy are w.lllim to tmst Eliezer: ;

43

"The thing comes from God, we (have no aay ‘in the
mtter) 50). Ll rmdr snlisde g i'“u ) ‘*‘“#’ inosudi

: a'."i [l r

": <3, ‘)J"r--.“-"a“"l—

Hw t.hey know t.h:ls ia another question; iﬂut :I.e 1mportant here 15 that.
t.heir conﬁdmce in +the man Elieser:is:based:on the grounds ‘that: thoy

. "beliove“ him to be carrying out God's plan,

In tl'a prev:l.oua aituat:lona, men are seen to have conﬁdmoe in

R Y ::1&,-;“,,!;..:“3;: \i,; '#.L':.fi..; \x;
- other man becauae thqy "bel:lerve“ tl'nt those other.-'mn hnve the’ con-

fidence of God.'u‘ We shall ses in Hhat is to fo].'l.ow, that men plnoe .
a : YRR ‘-ii-"e;-‘:‘: )“"‘, AR LR Py

their confidence in ot.hel' men beaause they "know" that these other men
hawa the bank:lng of God. | o " |
. oy L ST T ' N S ":;-'_, St .
’ | The moat obvtoua e:mmploa of such d:l.v:l.ne badd.ng comee from the

ST I AN CL WML 13“‘1" I v LGk

ondua. When Hoaea 15 f:lrst. gott:lm h:l.a comiasion to lead the poople,

dlk

ol
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he ia mlly aware oi‘ t.he problems he m:l.ght have :ln get.ting tlnir con-

e '*’"'-‘.- T i"'rvra\ (A -‘!‘ﬂ “"""

'f:ldence in hin, He says %o God - (Emodus L) T . ‘s
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. and\do not.
o appur hercﬂ

God tells him how they can be assured (made to believe) that God did ap-

pear, which would mean that God 1s behind Moses, which means'that they

om re]y on (lt:;d..:l'5 F:lrat. he ahwa Moses how he ean turn a rod into a

snake beforo t.‘neir eyea and aays

- [ A . B e
R I Ok T o T SR
- S Lo
‘ 3 ', 5.‘.5-_.,_‘. Y

A P ‘
In order that t. g beli g you ( m) that the
God of your fa ers appeared 'bo youuo o .

-abil:\.ty now: to maka hia l'nnd J.qwonsfby plao!:g it 1n his boaom, and

says. again to Hosoaa oot e R ’ Cham 's?a.a’vf HoTE T

. P N e L ' v
AT SR 1 TSR LATURELAS i LTI

. ‘ ) Ii‘ thoy cb not nut. thelr conﬁ.d e ) .’m you and
=+ Go neot:harken: tn the first EI %1' I6 ve gnﬂdg
(m) in the aooond algn (519)

AR

Horeovar, God is prepared 1n case 't.hey will not: "believe" in both the

sigm. O ‘ . R i“."~ R N S E AL AT -‘;':}.,.‘,i‘;:n‘. FER A
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 Amd if they Will not put thetr oo rfidence  (yatanimm) in
: tmut_.wo.'signa“and _dopﬁe arken-unto you:- v oe... ),

Vit b ma; ST

lnd ho givea Hosea the abd.lit.y to per_i_‘om a third aim, making water

-"'f\—. :o‘ 1. ’._-' i

Later, in the deaert, when t.ln peopla ahou...d be uaed by now .,

a;.-?' t ”‘ ‘__, oAk “1 (} '4.1 _:‘,-.’.__.

B to having things happm whm Hoaea :la around, Moses atill needa the

visible proof of God's be:l.ng beh:l.n'l him, in order to get the people be-
hint him, For God 8ay8 to Moses §a¢-‘thoy*aro max}ingl‘!oumszina.tel

' S Tl o b wieyen Gl BB AT L s
(Exodus 19):
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Behold, I come to you in a thick cloud :|.n order t the

people ‘-rl.ll hear my conversation with you and also in you / i

¥ill thay put thelr feith Tyadminu) foreverees (9)11 ]

a 3

- It 1s also a miracle which is the clinching factor in the woman | ?
having confidence in Elijah, It is only after he revives her dead child i3

g -

B e

ot vl st
SISOy

that she says to him (1K 17:2))s

Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of
Uod in your mouth is a fgithful ('emet) word,

I translate the ward 'emet here as faithful for the following reasonss
Elijah has already performed a miracle by feeding. them both from a jar
of meal that was not spent (16), At this point the woman might "be-
lieve" that he 18 a man of Cod, But then the child dies, What good
ia a man of Cod to her if this is what he causes her? (Lh=17), It is
only when, by reviving the child, Elijah shows that he means her no
harm, .t.hat she can truly put her confidence in him, | |

This willingness to put confidence in a man only when he uses
Jod's powers for your benefit can become dangerous...especiauy if you
are a léader...and especially 1f the man is a prophet, The situaf.ion
is vividly 11lustrated in 1K 22 (also 2Ch 18), The profgssional pro=
phets have all told the king to go to battle and prosper, Micaiah
warns them beforehand that he will speak only what Ood epeaks to him
(_I.b_ig_: 1), Evidently, only what the Lbrd speaks can be true, But
Jahoshaphat., when he sees Mieaiah try to dodge an answer by mimicking
the propheta' anwer, says to him:

How many t.imes have I adjured you to tell me only fai the
ful ( et.) things in the name of the Lord (16).

But, of coursec, when Micalah gives the answer which Jehoshaphat asks,
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but probably does not really want to hear, and tells him that he should
not go to war, but rather re_&m in peace, the ling's servants enite
him, and the king has him thrust in prison, Micaiah must chooss bete
ween faithfulness to God and faithfulness to the kings Ho chose the
former, The‘ king had to 'cﬁoose'bmeen putt:l.hg confidence in the man
who told him what he wanted to hear and putting confidence in the rnan
vho told him ﬁhat he did not want to hears He also chose the former,
Unfartunately Jehoshaphat's ultimate oriterion for deciding in whom
to place his confidence was his confidence in what he, himself, thought,
Micaiah's parting words are significant |
If you really do return in peace then God did not
speak through me (28),

In other wonc!s, God spo.,kls‘ the truth, for He carries out what He says, -
It is as if Micalah were saying, "I thought God was speaking through
me, If what I sald that God said does not happen, since the ultimate
oriterion for the 'true! i'u:oplnt is that his wards oome true, Ood was
not then speaking through me," |

" With these wurda, Miocaiah plants the aee'i_’q for tha development
of a way of knowing which prophet to trust, These seeds fiover in
Jeremiah, In Chapter 1l, we hear him tell God what other prophets
are saying: | -

eessbehold the prophets say (to the people) do not fear
destruotion and famine will not come to you, But a

eace upon which you can rely (shslom !emet) will I
ve to you (137,

Jeremiah tries to persuade the people not to rely on the prophets who
sald these wards because God, who will decide about this peace, did
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not- say hhese‘words to -them.-.e-- Hé.:aaysz.ﬂnt God .told him RIS
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) 'The prOphet.a apeak falseness 1n nw nane (i‘or) I did not
. 8and-them nor command them, nor speak to them, A false
 vieion, a divination, foolishness, the deceit of their
,npa (1s the source of ) thelr prophesying unto youe ' -
L Jeremiah, thrust into a s:l.tuation ramin:l.acent of tha situation
into uhiohMoaiah was thrust, ﬁ.nda f.hat. his words are not relied upon
becauae he tells the people what they do not want to hear (26:11). He

proclaims that gthou doubt, God - hns lnt h:l.m o

LT P S A

CEE T eem aithfulgx (n!gnet.), God haa ‘sent me unto you to speak
) 311 these words :ln your ears (15). - |

oiER .,_‘

'I'he uord _gg._lm is used because.of the: poasibility of:a; double
antendro. Not. only can 'emet here mean:that: the idla is: trm that God
did aend Jeremiah, but that also ;- since he:was aantrdorminh mst .be
faithﬂ:l to hism saion on which' ho*was sent, He mmt say oxnou:,r
Hhat. was sa:l.d to h:l.m. 8-. s eb o mal eI Ll S e
Though tha people do believe Jeremiah, and put their confidence
in him, no explid.t reaaon is stated why they do, The problem is ‘natur-
ally a di:ficult one, How can -a man who has n'dt redeﬁad the word of
God. dit'ecuy (else he had no need for a prophet) dé&ide’ in which ‘.o'i‘ two
prophe'ts' to place hia.co'nf'idenca, if these two propﬁata say corbra-
dictory things? In chapters 27 and 28, Jeremiah oomos into sharp con-
flict with ‘t.he propheta who tell the pBOple that they will not l'n'\re to
serve 'Babylon._ They claim, as he does, that their word comes from God,
Shall 't.he test of a an's words be his orgtoricel ability? Shoula 1t be
how many people agree with him? Obviously, the answer in bot.h cases is
no. But neither can the answer be that the prophet st.atea that his word
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1s from God, The true measfi.'ur'e' for whether or not to place one 18 cone
fidence 1in a prophet cannot be that m;am, "really Ood did send
oM It is to\be expected that the prophet uho is the *true' one w:lll
i‘ael quite frustrated as he sees the I‘alao prophota say with him t.hat.
L:od sent. t.hem and recelive as much confidence for tho:lr siying it as
t!p'i'_'true' prophet, It is anid such frustration that Jereaiah conss

up,ﬁﬁh;-_tha'formm R A At ST

P
:

L T L S
.

When & prophet. pmphoaien peace, -at the moment that hia
word comes to pass, then_shall the prophet.be known that
the Lard really sent him19 (1 b;,d;?B :9). |

In phrauing this romuh, Jeremizh givea as t.hn ground fori oou-
ﬁdeneo 1n a prophet. what we have alreaqv' uan 13, for tho nost part,
t.he ganeral ground for confidence beuiean men and men. Whet.har :I.t vas
in tho oourt, or in everyday intor-rdationsh:lpa between human bdngu,
anp:l.rical evidence and not the claim, "I.have God on my side,” was
t.he ultd.mte test for the truth. of a nan 5 uords and for p]ad.m con-
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1. Proverhs 3:3-.!; see above page s’/ » of chaptar II.
2 Of. Pmmb’ 11!5. _ : ‘: ' it L,' le
3 We have noticed befare, page 2 , t.hat another qual:lty of ‘Yaaat which

NS
SRR
el

The tongue of falseness (la ut a twinkling,

L4 Notica also in the messianic passage of Is- ‘ah 1115 which desor:lbes

| ,t.ho Messiah as coming with righteocusness and faithfulness girded

- about ‘him, Ina time where scourity will be 8o firm that the swmbol
of the.wolf and the sheep lying together is used, it is said that
he wi1l not judge according to what his eyes and ears tell him, but

with righteousness and equity, A hint is found here also of empiric
- verification, :

-.allows one to have confidence in that which partakes of L :I.s :|.tl
longlaatl.ngneas. Cf. the verse two lines later 12:19 5

5 The aptness of verified as a translation of the niphal of ‘amen is
realized when one sees that they have similar etymological develope
menta, Jrify coming from the Latin verusetruth,

6 David in turn s willing to do chesed and lemet (25 216) with the
" men of JabeshaGlload because they have already shown their loyalty
by an overt act =~ burying Saul, Perhaps they keep same ancimt’

‘ agreemmt about burying the dead. - f

T Not.ice alao from Numbers 11112 (below page %) an ‘cmen should act
. as'though he had borne and conceived the child he cares for, We
might. here have aid in explaining the use of 'omen in Isaiah h9:23.

8+ Vorse T has been inserted between verse 3 and ), e

? Compare Genesis L7129; Jacob, on his death bed feels that he has to
make his own son-who has cert.ainly proved himself a loyal Son- swear
that he will keep his word to his father, Perhaps it is because

Jagob will not be around to remind him,

10 Note also that in Nehemish 11:23, the ordinance which is from the
king over the singers in the templs service, it being a law that
- must be carried out faithfully every day is talked about thus t

For the commandment of the king is upon (the singers) a
firm ('amanah) ordinance on the aingera for their daily
routine.
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Hent.:l.on should also be made of the numerous rererence to positicns in

soclety which require 'emunah; ' Usually they are positions such as

apportioning or guarding, which require that all members of aocioty,

leadera and ‘the people, place thed.r conridence in th
apportioningt 2K22:6 7; IICh 31:12,15.18

: B\lﬂl'dingl ICh 9!22 26. , R R IS
othm (perhapa skill?): ICh 9:31; 1ICh 314:12.

n CI'. Bather 9:30. The king wants to assure the Jews that there will
" 'be no pogrom, He sends words of peace and feithfulngss (femet)s..: -

12 e, IR 1:36. 'Amen is used here to show affimmation, that one can have
confidence in him who says it, The incident is that the servant agress
-~ to anoint Solomon for David, Actually his agreament, his- confidence in
the value of the deed is that the deed is uanted by God.

13 lgotd.mo? that she asks for a deperdable sign (Joahua 2:12) and gets 11'.
2' o : ) 3 \

U Either because their attitude is the kind of attitude that God wante

or because they are doing His will, See the discussion of the grounds
on wh:lch God will put His oonridence in mn, above, ‘Chapter II{“‘

25 Hore t.he ground for man's conﬁdmce in Ood ia Hia overt showing of
His might, See sbove, Ghapter I, p.:w

16 Ultimately thedr confidence ia in the Big:.

17 Or. whe subject of placing oonf'idence :I.n a man becausa we overbly see
-that God is his support, €F, 2Ch 32115, Here the servants of Senna-
cherib try to persuade the peopls not to support Hegeklah (not to
‘have confidence in him) because of what he says God can dos .They
gay it is not possible that God ean do this, using as proof that
‘no other god has been able to stop the Master, and thus, trying.to
make the people "believe" that Hezekiah's Cod is not worthy of con-
fidence, show that Hezekiah is not worthy of confidence,: -

16 See above, Chapter II where one of the grounds fm;God'a confidence
in man is that man do God's b:lddi.ng.
Lo s,
19 For mere examples of the word of a man bd.ng true begause he l'ns
that word from God, Cf, Daniel 8112,263:912} and Job: 3ther -
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m u,.fBauuao ‘the Table of Contents is in :I.tself a series of oonnluuona,
and"beuuu gummary oconolusions have appeared at tha enda of the" ehaptars
and- aom of their sections, these eoncluding ramrks will be devotod, in
the' main, to comparing and oontraatim the varj.ous c.onclusd.ons already
stated. ‘Thus we ‘shall. oornpare the grounds for man'a oonﬁdence in God
w:lth the grouu!a for God'a confidence in mn; the gmunds for ‘God's con-
fidence in man Hit-h t.he grounda for man's confidence in manj and:the
groundu far man'a oonf:ldeme in'man with:tho grounds fo: man's cone
ﬁdenca inGody v Dol s g sl R s

Phdende, P g s el adalence for
MILN'S GONFIDENOE IN GOD AND GCD'S CONFIDENCE IN HAN . x
!'\\_,,{ Ih-..l’ff E?m ' t L . < 3 Vi Db a4 L.-fs:r «’w 5‘5.’?11;:?\« :

We have ‘seen mt*-?m ﬂmu. major ‘grounds for’ man's ‘confidende
in: Godare ‘that Ood. wants to keep' Bis word, “that’ Jod: can 'keep i word
and: that Ood lms kept ‘His word;" We phrasdd-these ideas:as'God s ‘sine
care j :0od 18 g'en\d.nogf.-n.rd"' God -'~is constant, ‘We did mot -"gro”mtﬁ-' the e

u-.-

sinou-iw,"? ability and: conatancy.: We'might howaver apply th'e'oe three':

ideas: to man.and sae how the grounds.for.God's confidenice in man-come
paraw:lth the: groundé '- for'fmaﬁ"s"d'onﬁde'tne"iin Gody & ve R v
conce:For M, the faot° that God is:sinosre 18'a. basic premise, ' Man
does:not réocessarily ask prdﬁf’-. “Ood's -Ta‘baiioﬁr of the world 'was pur- !
p&aiﬁ;‘i. He gave' man' a°plan‘(Torah): by whieh min'could Tollow ‘His ‘pure
pose;He stays'slncere :even after 'creatd."dn,'“ not deflected from His
pm'pose by. the, actdom of man. I'hp:lrical avidence is brought in BUp=

r-ﬁimmlmvrwﬁrr- b a. v ].....-..
part of the latter :|.dea, but the former ideaa do not seem to requiro
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it ‘“ * Pep' man; ‘the idea’ that God 1s ht%dﬁlﬂm God: 1.e. that’ He' edn’
keep E!.a*word is also a basic premise ra' much of his confidence in:Oed,

Again*he"does not nébefiurtlycssicréor ampirical proof, ‘He saw that the

‘évidente’ tArshalled was o some extent enpirical, but often the'iden::
Ui tCod hiis what 1% takes to be a real God was ‘agcspted wlthout the’
21d’ of\pasﬁexporime. S A R PO
e b pgat eiperience 18, of course; by its. very mture, the only
kind ‘of ariterion:that can’ ba brought to bear when crasidering God'
conatanq *-fJT!m'e :ls an abumlnnce of proofy It_-rmouJ.d-be noted that:
nd'.s-»eonatancy 4s called upen: to' buttressthe ‘other:grounds fa cone
‘t4dence, - Hende' there is 'a tendency to ‘consider empirdoal: evidence for
donfidénce 1n God as wltimately ndre reliablo"than other claims.’
-3"--‘Iﬁebn£?aatj‘- God's confidence in man 1s'based’ almost entirely
on"emprical evidencs, It is true that Ood wants men to be sincere;
Butmnmust show thia-aincgriw't!ﬂ‘omh his-actions: by the'way he:
does 811 of ‘God's .cmnafms', by the way ‘he avoids'all' the conmand-
hents- of the ‘other gods, by - the way he'treats his Tellowimen, “His.ein=
'd&itj'.énd- his con'sthncy are f.huzi -aﬂﬂgam'ted. No dist.inotion 1s made,
;In fact, mn must prove his sincer:lty throug: hia conatancy. The .
on:l&é case not requiring empirioal proof, and 11'. 13 a significant case,
concerns man's ability to bq ‘reliable, \--T‘his ability God accepts Men
faith,"  This ability is never Queationed_".‘z?_'Itlis- a basic premise
for all' of Cod's confidence inmans T6 s: -ahoat*' as’---fhoush'- God were
saying; "I know you can, i on],y you Wil M o oo e vietd

GOD'Sl CbNFIDEHOE IN HAN AND HAN'S GONFIDENOE IN MAN
k___.. "‘, .;_ : v Lt S ":-”, "\f“

Both man and God plaoe their oonﬂdence :I.n mn dapend:lng on manea

82,




rdatiomhip .o God md man'a ralationship to othor men, . The. similarity
betmom man's and God'a confidence in man :la striking. Both nan and God

requlre anp:lrioal evidence for the reliability of a man. When loold.ng o

at ‘men from the: point -of view of their relationahip to other men, -both

and God ‘want " to. knw if these men spesk tmly, aro wi't.hout. devices,

and-are,- loyal, They are both wary of people who ,qla:n.m to be reliable,
They . want to lgmw whether tlmse-men‘have,baen--réliab].e., . They want to
know whether their actions have been constant, and they want to know
ii‘ their words baar out invesi:!.@ation.

t

I"rom t.ho pomt of v:lew of man's relationship to Uod, God wants
wqﬂ.i:ical proof or ma.n's re].'labilitar and man. \n.ntu unpirioal proof. of
mn's ralat.lonship to God. In othar worda, a8 God: uould not: have put
- His, conﬁ.denoe 1n a man Juat beoause the man said that. he.would be .
| 'truo' %0 God, ) man would not have put confidence. :I.n -a-mani just be=
cause he sa:ld that he had God on hia aido. Godwill juggg ggx_;,!,g.“:fg-
nabi_tty‘from hia aot:l.ona towarda ‘Him, and man .uili-=-dudgenman'agre7-
l.lability from the performing of a m:rao'l.e or. the prodiction.of-an:
.evant.. tmderl;rlng this :I.dea ia, of cmu-sa, the pramiae that God: will
be loya'l. 1:.0 the man who haa Go:i on his side.3 O emiepdn fry pvees

'_mm-'s CONFIDINOR IV st A rmy;s mmmm:cm-n:”@
. ..Because of the idehtitx.of the Er?“ndsafor;mén!qugonﬁdm co
in man and God!s_d_onﬂdence.inmn, this third‘oon.pmgon,‘_mustﬁb%. .

the same as the rirat (though the perspe,ct;Vaa'.ar,e -_;q.i.if,ij'qi‘utﬁ). - One.s

has,;-b'\rt. 40 oubstitute the phrase God's confidence in man for the .phrase

mants ‘confidence 1n man, | R L ' Sange L4
-The third comparison muat- be by, nature simi]m' to. the firct

‘ona for smother reason alsoe And this other -reason glves added \mdar-
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mm to, the striking similarity. ot mn's, conﬁdenoa in man and Cod's
_oonﬁ.dom in man, -

. . L. e A .y AR . n B . . ’
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ihate, - 100.W 11 pub thelr confidense in God as a guide. Thd-efofe, they
will put thelr confidence in what He secks in man, Mgreover, these
thoughts about Qod's confidence ‘in man were in the minds of men before
Yhey were written into the B:I.blo, the Bible having been written by mem.

.‘-r Ty

Therefore t.heae thought.a are automatiquy what men conaidarad to be
good . grounds’ “Poi Sonfdderioe’ 10 other men, '

?hr-;

e Ry |
MAN'S NFIDENGE IN HIMSELF

In ny( nciow. i porun vi'llhhg to 1;.« and uork ‘with dthers

.f -‘w,,v

must ask hiuolt, vlnt mt I do, hw nuat T'act’ t.hnt*w actions w1l

et w pem.

inspire others to have confidenoe in me? In Biblical times men might

oo @il Shenscd e R d e R
have aou‘éht assurgnce that others wou:l.d have confidence in them' by

t o id - T i as
EJ 7W'I);.:lrgring)wi‘lah those who were considered reliable, They probably

Tlr ;'ﬁ '4,- « i

equld have also hu'konod to' the adages, ideas, and trad:ltd.ons that
.later beoamo passages in the books of Psalnis and Proveu:-bs and ‘which
M“ o Ghat £ o 1 order to be considered ral:lable. For we have
secn a deﬁnite pattern ovolve. _This pattem of oriter:l.a .for grounds'

e

l '{.-n -f.r \

‘\‘l‘,l

‘ of confidencs may or may not have been consalous in the minds of the
) Bihlioal; authors, . SUill, the pattern is & 7 défiried’ that it must re-
l.ﬂqp& definite. valuop of the society out of which it came,

The question arises, did any Biblical author address himsolf
dirédt:ly to thgproblom "of_; hc'x a man qny have confidence that othoru
will have confidence in him? Did any Biblical authar suggest how a man
might have confidence Rn himself? It is true'thit'#elficonfidence is a

;%r “w'%rgnf.‘ 'nxough ’che Biblical ‘authors’ my have e:preased it d:lr-

- . Y -
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| firently, ‘they were not unaware of 1ta inportance,
4 w44 A hink’ of'this awareness’ comes trom tio pasaagea alraady cited
above, - mght riot’ the pasaagea which’ ve tranalated

ALTatE, 4 b “" . Y ¥ s IS ;

o I1f you do not balieve you will not be eshblishad
e s (G I.ilh 79} /
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Belisye 1n God and bo established (26h 20120),/
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Similar phrauoology :I.a used by the authars of Job and Duxter-

"'i':‘ i;"l d A-l ¥

onomy to say that men who can roly no longer on what had been thelir
support lack 1ntcma1 aaouriiv. o

l.' . ‘ “.

Job, talking about the strong man who will lose his strength

. &L i .
4 . ~r : e T _:-_1 TN ,', PR ?»'..vr: e i s
$0-the wicked says that '
) s *
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...he Q_ w:l.ll not believe in == not have: . ...
P P oonridmu L} life (28122), °
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And the author of Deuteronmv 20166, talking about, t.he peoph i

“”'&'J x.n HRSULY

LA ECURA TN

of God when they no longar have God'a protection, says.

et 15 TR

pnﬁmcm 1rag .m‘ (o ‘E‘M you Wil not balievo n - not have . |
confidence your ]J.fe. ”
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But it is to the pmpheta Isalah and Habakkuk that vo muat go

for: meotiou .00 the “source of 1nnor seour!.w. It ia thqy who gd-

m.-n:-—.n

P By e Y YT L e 3 ‘.‘--'-';.-J".:“‘J. e ?.'.::—E“»‘f-'..‘»j;_l.rr IR
W ——— VT I R L Y T FERL T BRI T URRDRAN b L e et
.JJ'! i 3 ur far L) 4

LR ST T At e,




e‘.l.f““ confident, - In Worlds tlut?==.ro-"-mnng‘,'-“ they 'uuid ‘confidence ! :
| m‘*“‘caon, and ‘speak of a confidence that not: only ‘comes’ fram agtion .
tut'is defined and e:proasod by aet.ion. e s o w“e.:;-t-z ©ohle wiohte

P

wus o

hhinins to a mation rife with injustice what it must. ﬁ t0.:
*'i'ofid‘ pinio. Iuhh ny. ST ";;f.‘t”' S w ;‘,.'._;:.‘:;v-*itki“i:' '“.E;;gj:_. vary sGhio u,

APE SRR R ;
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Jo M uill not panio (28:16).

p--

Haema'amin might be translated: vgriously as :the::qne-who has, faith .
(throni ‘who s confidmde) atha one who'keepa ‘faith: (the one Who*
inspives confidense), It mttuaslitth ‘whtch one: o: these tianslations
we' chobao, if we realise that w contains the numm of all of
these possible tramhti.ona. What is importamt horo 1is that uh:l.ch

makes a mtion a m. 'l'aa ansver 1s to be found :I.n the motaphor
of the half verse which followa. |

I will make justice the nno ' )

And righteousness- t.he plmt (28 317a) .5
In othu' uords,"a. comm\mify whoae "mth" stands tho teat. whm...
: measured against the mm.rds of viat 18 Just. and r.lght. @uu not be
ina pa.n:lof') has no cause far Iwot.eria, is not t.treatemd, and mAY
under God, ondnr-«.f6

But. what if the oomuni.ty does not stand t.he teat? How then

ghall a mn act that he might feel secure? In an unstable world,
characterized by unpunished evil-doérs, Habakkuk answers

" The righteous man will live by means of lemunato (2:h).

Once again 'emunah can be translated variously as faith l(oonﬂ.dmco) or
.-.fa:l.t.hﬁ:]mss (mbiring confidencs), And once again what is 1.mportant

_____
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_w of the righteous man, Wa have seen throughout this essay that

8 man's faithfulness is known by his deeds, more particularly his right-

;ous deeds, those deeds which make a man reliable. Hw t.hm .ahau the
@teona man live bhut by boing "tmo" to hiuel.t? 'lho vory ih‘injo:;- o

which wlll 1napire oonridenoo i.p othc-l mt bo tho souroo of h:l.- Brns

conﬂ.dmo. :I.n himelf. R L
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o  Isatah and Habakicuk answer tho queat:lons, how & man can heve

s s g oy ‘il. f"‘“-

conﬂ.denoa in hinael.f. Tl'ay aaw,' the man who aot.s 1n euel{ a wa’ydihat

his. actdions :I.nsp:l.ra oth.ra Xo hav. oonﬂdema :I.n hi.m,~ he. may be . self« : i |
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- GONCLUSION
FOOTNOTES

Qragdedorn S ol ottt G

i0n.this euwject it71is interssting to note the opiate effect of a
miracle-based confidence, From the many passages in the Bible which

Ju%ell- ofGod's performing miracles for the people who soon forged

- them,: @8 well as from the dialogue between God and Moses where they

T.¢lacuss the need for many eigms, we see that a confidence in Cod

‘based on the empirical evidence of His miracles requires the constant
;i performing of miracles, :

2,In sronieal contrast to the fact that man often had to,be shum-that

i-God had the ability to be reliable,

3 Much confidence seemingly placed in man is really placed in God, It
is perhaps similar with those who put their confidence in men who
fear God, In such cases we do not have stated reasons why these men
fear God, though it is presumably because they have obeyed God's

. commandments (followed the moral order He established)s, . ...
Sheloon e
litCompare ths negative approachs Letiabl, MFST-li
Bl The fool ut his confidence (ya'‘smin) i ‘everything: '
.25 Bub the &ynﬁoﬁ' before he leap i‘ProvirBé U1s),
3)344°Blank, Prophetio Faith in I pages 37f. Notice how well

‘this ‘metaphor fits with what was sgid above concerning the relatione
ship of truth and confidence through the basic idea of stability,
The moral order which gives stabllity also gi ves the standards for
measuring how "true" a man is to that order and hence how secure
one might feel in putting his confidence in him, This moral order:
gave to Isaiah concerning a people and, as we shall see shortly,
to Habakkuk concerning a person, the stgndards for confidence in
oneself,

6 0p, City pe3s,
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