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Digest of Thesis "The Midrashic Interpretation of 
-~. ,.., ,_ , , _ . The Book of Deuteronomy" by Henri Front. 

~ _;_, ~--· ~ :: ;. ". .· ·: ., -.~' ~'..: · . ,; ': > .:\.~ ;~· -~-~r ~-::_ t{:r~ :-~rt·,: 1-•1 C .J.:.~• 

homilies on the Book of Deuteronomy based on the 

coile.~tions .• of .· mici~~ shi~'"krt6~~ ~•~:-·,Mi~~~~h'ikii~bah~· 

...... • •• ,-_ •, ._·. .•,:
1
.' ·- ..... ~, ·-·-:-::-.• :;.:: •:- -ir· ~::l\::,~1. ,yf :·:.•.J:,rz;.~_-\,,: __ .·-:~:t."'3.I 

which"are·the colleotione·of homiletical haggadah. 

The comments' bf· the R~1h;i~ \ir; ··:r~~gg~d(,["(;'(' 

. .• ., • 1·. •;->-· :\ :.-·t -.!:_:>L --~··, \L ' .. ;: 
to each of the most important topics, and a 

single chapter on miscellaneous comments. A final 

chapter discusses the style of the homilies. 

The first chapter discusses the attitude 

and remarks of the Rabbis concerning God, The next 

chapter shows what aspects of Torah interested them, 

The following gives their views on 'the:.:111an,Moses. 

Chapter four dis_cusses the concept of Mitzvos. 

Prayer and Repentance and their importance to the 

people are dealt with in the following chapter. 

Next is presented the attitude of the Rabbis on 

Law and Leadership. 

Although the comments on such subjects as 

slander, peace, love for Israel, and on personal 

qualities such as humility, understanding, and patience, 

are as important as those .top1esnmentioned in the 

preceding paragraph, they are included in one chapter 

merely beQause there are not enough homilies on any one 
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(Digest, p.2.) 

The final chapter, discussing the style of 

the homilies, attempt~ 11tQ.rS~;v.e.,.s)9me indication of the 
........... ',\..• ••. , .• , l,.,.., J. ,1,._ l,,. _, 
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"" ""· l • \ · · ,. ~ • t , · , • "' • 

tiia.r{ thif·mere litera.JY' sense{" at t'ern.pts to'•!'peiietrs.'te:•1:nto 

•••.•• ~·, .... -'.,,' 1 \·· 1 -,:1 '·•-·· f-1···• '•·· ....... , ... , ..... _. •,.• .. , .. _,,11 ·1• 1 •_- ..... 

pre'tations--which· a.r·e· not·,,immediateily-·obvious, '·· Talmua."Ba.n-

hedrin:·34'6 say's of 'Mid.rash that it is lilce a hammer awak-
·:· - ;-. ' ,.,,, , .•. ,,., 1·· • · "I ,J.• "1 • .• _. l• 11 '' •.. "'·, ·- \ •. ·• 

ening the slumbering spa.rks··from:·e. rock. ··From"a. -rabbin-

ic" et°Eindpoint\·: the:· Bi'bfe" wa:s a' nifcr'ocosm'~:r Every' aspect·· ~; 
,. " .. ,.- •·'.- -! .•• ._, ••••• ..:.. '\,,.._.,,. ,"':-•., .. ~-p.- .,-~. •,J.,. ,\,.,;._,_ i_.~· .• , ·•·1··,_•··· d.,L. 

·of: the universe;' however~ ··was contained ·therein'; •"all one 

llad1
' t~ d'cf. we.~~ to : dig': int if-' the(· text1 't'o0 f'iiid:.' 'out'·' ,~ha.'t" the 

• 
_. ·•. ·•·.;•~--~••1·• ',.•~-~~-- : 'i-•· -·-• ',··•••• ,• .. -..•,··• I ••• ;_ ,.,,'."· •1-~• • ,;.•,•.,~.,•• •:·,, \-,q,..1 

Bible''meant-to · say. about· that'' subject;· ~-Thus· the statement, 
11Tut-n·1t116ver'' and 'ove:rl/'for all :i's in:· l t.'; II:'.. ,):(Pirke Avos, 

. :- i: ','. [• • "TThe;: Mi'drash: Ha.'"ggadah c ohtaifl" ~ominent'e >or:1 ·a rttrir~ · 
·r·· .·"1.-~•.-•··1...1; ·:, •.•.• \ .,.;_ .. ,l ,.,...,_·, .. --. 1 ·-•-·.·, :-, .... , •••.• _ ... ·,,,::,-. ;:--- ::>,.-.-: --~ .. • ·.·=· '•," 

alizing or· edifying nature on· the non-legal·' parts· of·· the·· 

Bibl'e/·;;:· (Midraeh HalS:cha · is']_' a71~·gaJ?hature:~attempt.'itigL'ta 

a.rr:i ve·:' att legal: maxims .:r, '.'. For the i,urpo~e o:r: this:-·stttdy 

:,,. f'.' 'o s•r.\1°
0 •,,,,'4. I j, • \ ''••:, ,,,,., .. , /'• ... •'.'',) ., •• !"";; ••-,• •\•~;,• ••• -:•;•,•;•,•,','\ 

gadah: have" been' used:< · --;,.,=::,1 -· ·· ·j("1'?1 · · - Devorim Rabbah; ··· 

Ta.nhuma'to'·Deute'ronomy\';'edited··by Buber·~:, cal-i~'d'.; t.: {t'i-.J fhjJ1 
,_ .. ; :: ••..• l ,. .,, •.• ,.)· •· ."· -~ •• ,.·:,, ...... ,.· •• '\'' -'l ., .•, '•,,.':',;. • .•... , .•.• -i--. "J.~~~1 :: J)'.~_T''~' ,_ .T~~:--~~ka'dum- v-hayashan; ·,and·la.nother 
'c'oltection: of··Tarihuma first published in 1522 called 

()c) 1J? 
:·, ·: t ::.~ :·· .!, ~~_;_ ': 

,_._f, 
.·•_, ... •~- ·: ~ ••• • · ••. ~.' ,,-, ••• •. '·,,·,, ' .••• ~ 1; J: ·•1 -4,.·~. __.. •••••• \ 

(cN ll1JJ\ ; Ta.nhuma · Hanidphos: .. These· are· the·•'·· ,, 
~- ~·· .. •''"{ 1 f:• '",h'' - ·";: .• ••· ._\_ifX'f··:,,,-;_·.,;-,:~, ,:·,LJP;::,1.\:.:·11;_:: '.'.·!). 0'.-....::t 
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sources' (O:f',r:homile.tica.l·Lmidrashim (·oJi'rDeut·er,onoiny ~,:;,•s ,i • 

The Midraehl.Rabbah ,.to .\Deuteronomyfco:ritains ~::-,~-. 
. . . 

twenty--:f':i ve homilies :and ·.:two, fragments ·,on· the .lfirst. i:tewl, 

vers·es·.:_:to each2parasha. t: This :1work:,-ias f-inished a:round,i(,-

9.00.EC .E~-~. according ~to :-Zunz' ;~;J,and'l,1S :-a :.more .:.complete un

collect:ion of,,,.the.'.: Tanhuma thomil-ies :1n .'·a much :;more" '·ori.;; / 

ginal'Jform·::than:~the ·.Buber 'editioni.1ot. the1 :Ta.nhwria:;·:. ··It cis:c 

usually: printed ... according .. to. the, parashiyyos :of. -•the, one

year 'cycle of.' Torah• readings.; · . .':,-.· '.i:' : :,·:i ·<• :: t:: .1 i:: , L ;, : . 

. : ·.:·.~ .: . ; .•.:; The·:, Te.nhuma. ar~ :those, -hoiniiies'• suppos·edly: '-'col

lected: by-:.:Ta.nhuma ·b ;; fAbba:, :a•,fiftn, 'centur;f '.AJnora·}11-wh'o rwa.if J.y 

one::of the-'•foremost1:'1Lggadists ·-of.',h'is ·•time·. :'.,Ho,;,ever / :1t{, 

1·s,:not, certairt:'that,,he, wrote·,or::colle·otea:•,a:ny· of; -Cthes·e :·' ·; 

midrashim; ,'..probably.- :someon:e'.;nierely. 'a:ttribut:ed :thelif ·to•·:him 

to,:•lend 'an~ air :of'.,atithority . .'to0·the ''c:olle·cti~n)~"::, ).\. ~c:., 

', ;>·;},:, /:,': ~The:,1Tariliuma.·:1s'.ia,' ':rtinnirig· coniinentiirf''ori the' Pent

ateu'ch:/, ~·- iThe' Buber 'ed.1 ticfr( 1,•ia.a' publ:tshed: 1 in Wilna· :i:d '1885. 
r; 

tt:•:oohta.fris·'inaterial older than Bereshis Rabbah, which is 
, _ •. •, ''I .•.~• ., ,• ,1 .:,_.., ,"j,,\ ,•: ~- ·• )"\ l. • ,•••11~,••·•·•· ,,,,,,.••.r 

the oldest -'of :t:ne'-'Rabboe ~- ·The Ta.nhwna·i Harii'dphos ''contains 

• - ... •-~-- - • •. -- .•• ~ •. , .. - .' .••• ~' ••• '· .... ~ '~ ,'• ,.'; -'. -··. ,;♦ • •••• ··, ~,::-:- -~}-

edition~;· and ,some other· homilies· taken from a mythical"' 

a65a.dic'' ·~,orli j ::ant1t1ea.; ·tb.a·: Yelatiurie'a:a.riti' ·Ta.rihum~:..3 ;;. :Rere'r.::· 

enc e·Et are made· 1n: numerous: pl:ac'ee 't:o•· .. thfs' c oli'ec t1:oii :o'i· 
Mfdrashim'· :, such) 'as lih'1 the. A:ruk "or" ·the:·'. YS:lkti·f i 1:iut··•,we ab-CC, , . , ., 

not''·lmow or:'tt ·1nVa.nyiform;•:·:,,, :·:' >·.'·"' !•;,, i::.::.;:·:,:. ,• ~ 

; : :~·
1 

' •• \. •• • 'Gener'k.i,i:I~ : 'the ·t~rcf Tfi:nhuniiti{ contain :•the? k'a~~:: q e: 
-.. ··-i·. -:- , .. -·--~ :\,. 11· ·11:-.c, · .. _,\ -iri..,'I _..,.,, 1--·.·1.'.'I .-·1,1.-.,···· _., •,·,:•··, ~--•;··.-·~·;,,r-: 

me. t'eria.-1:';' •. but.:. there are- a · few· different). selections- in· each \ \ 
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ilies found.in the Rabba.h and the Tanhwna., of course. 

The .Rabba.h has a_sp~cial style •. Each. section 
' • · •_· • ·• ,: l • ' •• -'1 •, · •t '• , • • .' '.,.' ' ' l , · • f •• ' : ; ,, :·. 

is based on the Paras.ha.. of_,. tl'.le three-year, ~ycle: of,. Tol'.ah 
. . .: . .. ·: . .. • -.-. . : - ... - . ·-' . .'', .,_ , . : . ~ !.. . ·. . . . • :' , ·. ~ 

re~dings, according _to th~ .. Pa~es~inia.n., !=JYStem. Ea.ch be-

gins wit,h a. hala.lchic J~xhordium, wh_ich are se~mi!lgly un"."' , 
. . ' ., .. _, ... ~ . . , , ·, . , ' . .. . ' ' . : ' . 

related.tc,.the pa.rasha.. However, tl:l.ese,are followed by 
• , • ., , • • •• ,. •, ., • .-• , •, • , • ' , '.' • • , I ;__ ," , • •• ,.- ' • • ' ' • ' ' 1. 

c,ne or more.prc,ellls,, whic~ is a., homily. opening with a., yerse .,.-,.,., -~-· ~ , .. ,, ....... •,';',}''_.., '.,.•,'. ---., ... .-:,., ·, ,.:_.-.·· :,. 

usually from the .. Hagiographa, apparently. not related to , . ... . 4 . ' ' .. .. ... . . ·. '.. ' 
the t~xt •. · This. is. similar, :tc, the. Tanh1:1ffia s:tyle, b.ut 
.• .•.•. , . •· ~. '-"' ~ • ; ..• •·· •• ;• --•·. _._. ;. ·,, _, ►· • • • • ' ' ... : :: .. · •• ~- •• • ' ,-_' • . • 

curious.ly, enough,. :the;, Ta.?l,huµi!(L, t.o De.utero:nomy _does. n_ot .. 
• . • • ( ..••••• ,, •- ,- ••• , •· .:.· ·----· · .• •' ,_; J... ., -~--,-~---•-:, ~-. ' ':• •.. • •,• ,· • 

:(alloy, w;tia t. shoul_d. be, .its prpper style. The Ta.nhuma merely 
.i.,j'._•:c'_,',', \·\,'::}i:! ·,,;;1,l, .;1,._;., 1 ... ,,-:,:' ;~,._,.·, • .'· '.·.; ::{· \,-

'·• 

begins wi tl;l. 1tA!jl., J:ioin;11~s .•. , Few. r,~ferences,, a_re macle to ·R. 
' • {.,~ ... ·.,.•.•-··· .J-.••--· ...... ,• . .,, . ·~·-, .. ·.:,},1··.,., .... ,; •. ;. .... 

Tanhuma,. whereas there are. several more references to him 
_\··:-;•.~-~--~·:':; ·-~ 1:·:t·· . .'.l'•'.:. I ;-,.J:,', .. :,:--::·:-:. '..·., ..;.~•-.:· .... .'·:• . . ~. •.• .... ·· .. :, '';:_ ... ·.·;-"; .. ,-. -. ', :·---

,in, the: Rabb.ah .... Thus. _on~ migh~ b~lieve. that the., Ra.bbah 
:-:.; ... ,'. \ '\, .. i ·--~-:::.,. ,.,;,,_,,- .. :.' ... 1;-,>_,,·.••; :,,,_ • .- .. ·· ,- _,. •. ·.,_· -,..,:.:!_.·•.,:. ,_1·; .. :·5 :.:••.· . ·--,. .. '.':~ ... :, ,·, 
?1?,ll~c.tipn .. Js. 1I1pr~: ,t.,c;> .. b~ ca;Li.~~. -~. Tanpm.na.. . ~~t, 1 t is 

-·· ·1-•;I..~~- ••. , '•-····· '"•~· 1•• ···•·-·-- ..... '"" ·•••·.• •. · , •• _,, '; ... ~ .·,i•, .. ,',,'. ·.', ;<,,,_ 

included .in the Rabba.h collection. The Ta.nhumas a.re im-
, ;), <·_ t -: .:·.,(' ·~ .. ·~ ;:.---.--·.•,:~ :1::~:..( ~:--", 1.:.·1·:-·:·c: ~::(;]:' ~.--:; :: '·;";'::"},:-;. -~-,-~1·;.· ... •,·: 1'• .. ·_~ .. -.. ~-

p~rf~~,~ly .~:r:-~s,m,1;~,\ed pericopes of the one-year cycle of . .. . . . ., . . ...... ·•· 6 : .. •·· .. 
Torah readings. 

As a whole, the midrashim to Deu~1:3r,9nomy show 
•l .... ;·, 
~ .... ~-. " .. 

the imagination that haggadic material has over the limi-

ted free play on the material that the midrash hala.kl1a.h 

'has. · 11 The Ha.ggadah, being exegesis from,.-.a religious a.nd 

ethical standpoint, undertook to influence the mind of 

man and to induce him to lead a religious and moral life 

that he mie;ht walk in the ways of God. 117 The highest 

thoughts on religious philosophy, mysticism and ethics are 

contained therein. The heroa,·of the olden times became 

prototypes, and Israel was 111a._de a. continual revelation 
. '· 
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of God's love and justice. 

This thesis attempts to show some of the 

thoughts that the Ra,pp1s :)i"poltij,•,'Jo.i:i~~d on the Book of Deu-

teronomy. 
1 1~·~ ,;1- ot. ·, i:.c 

What use did they make of the text? What were 
,_t, .•. ,., .... ,~-.. H• .... 1-':J,:~~-~ . ...... _,.._ 
the things they talked of most? How did they rationalize 

prob!'ems·1.of!, tlie, rt ext .1 ts elf., . . such ,as ,duplications of 

words~;,·:or- unri:e·cess'aily. ,synonyms?-, ,What -were ,the .points of 

J,uda1·smithey pro:f'es·sed,- and .tried ,to ,tea.oh .to :·their con

gregat16hs?' 0Th1s:,thesis attempts ,to ,quote ,the •homilies 

founcf:, iri' 1t-he ;MicirS:sh'~Rabba -and ·Tanhumas ,on •Deuteronomy to 

answer::·tl:ie'se '.and'..is1inllar~·:'.'quest1·ons';·,_,.?? · , · · · · , 11 l. · 
--~1;..:,, 

·.:. L :c ;; :. "\f 1 tlio1.1-t\:::tnel: :ins'i:ii'rat lori;:and · guidanti'~ ·of my 

revertfd· fteache'r /..:Dr~/-~Israel'.J.Bet taif;\!I; ·would h~ve been un

aware:(b'fi ~f.lie ::lolo"1ledge'jand' '.tl:ie,:tj oy,ttiia1)1ca.n ·b~: •found in 
\j'• ,, ~ ._ '' •• , ..••• 

the study'"of·:the Midrash. Through his guidance and 

pat 1 elic13-1i'. liave\ha.'d Opehed '· for' hie' f'a,·· wh61~' rne~, ,; ,iorld Of 

pleasure and insight. 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
1955 
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■ 

: i} :l :, Q.,:, ::.,, '1 I:t_J.,s :.nat.~~~i that, ,the: Ra'bbis)1shou:l;-d ~ha,r.e)ra1J.[~:..· 

:e;~e~~. d,eal ·,,t_o.,say :.ab.out, GQd;,. not :onlyi.,because ·He;;iis ·.the.:: 
. ~ . 

·,,S_q~rlc.~1 of :!l!l'.4 :rrelj;gi,ous inspi_ration·,·1 but. also_; :be causei·He 

play:fl), a . o_en~ral ,role,,.in ,:the 1. Book11 of: rDeut~ronomy.-~- •However, 

:the: Rabbis, ,con:tr.ipu~e '.n0;thine;· ·,of note.;~o 1ou~, lmo.wledge of 

1.Go.ci;) .. only; of-u.o.ur_,int.erpretation and understanding of His 

ways. Th~y;, re.iterate:.-some :of: ·ournpre:vious· ·.concepts; name

•ly:, that· He. is .One.·,-·,a ,pluralis: majesta:tis'•, :•just,: mer.·ciful, 
. .. ~ 

nighi to:.,:thps~ -who,.cal•l_.upon\ ,Him·, -.a -Father ,who; answers. :fil..s 
1 

•. 
1
.' 1 l , '., .:) 

·c_hilp.reni·; 1 ancli :Who 1. is · .unlike mortal Kin~s •.. , _The Rabbis con

;t;r.ibu~e_d1 p.ot,hing .startling ;for!:~•,qa.y ,:Jbut·., what' ,.they did 

s_a.y '\'.l/a,S ne>V!31··: fe>r.;,their,1~day:; and wa.s .. penn~d ,brillia.nt_ly. ~ 

: ·: :, ·, : ,,Hqw,"_ciq. w,13: kno~-r ,,·.ask1 ;the: Rabbis·,:; that· Goel. ,is . . 
' ... ., . ' ~ 

• -~ ' i t,1,-1: . : . , . ~· , ••: ~ . . .. 

. . One?-·,: ~F:r:om wha. t, we.:. read ,in 1.1~he 1.;'o.N.6; ·D~uteronomy 6: 4:,-, 
. . ' ' 

11 The· Lor(liis One, 11,; But ·•they say•t" .,.,.,·,., .... 
\,, ·, ' .,._ '· ,',••· ,..,...,. . . •· .. ·, ., ,·-··~· 

. . 
Godr:s.aid :toJ.:Israel-: ,~My}::children·;:,. all that 
:,I-;ha.ve('.created, I:. hav~. creat,_ed\ in>pair.u·v .. 
-heav.en·. a.nd,~:ea.rth-; al'.~ .a; pair ,,.';,suhta:n¢1. moon 
ar.e;· a~. pa.ir.,vAdam:::and: Ev·e 'a.re:' a_3.pi,;1,ir; \. ,this 
world:,· a.nd thet, w_orld ,.to!, .come:., a.re.;.a.:, pair ;:c 
b.:ut· My~,Gloryc,is .One. and:· Unique' in, ·the-,-
.World .: uHow.1 do, .we ·know this? · i ·Froin :the·, :text, 
·-1He·ar,0 ·Iara.el~ etc ... .-.,nl,,.. 1 '";".,-.,,,.,,.,. 
-~ ., . .,_ , I ,.. , ' . • - \ •• • , • ,__. . • • \ •• •. .._, . - , • \ ·~ 

.... .. ~- • • • ' 1 .. 
-~·. 1, ~ ,~· ::.:-::: . : r + .,• 

Similarly, though "Holy,_holy, holy11 ·is a. three-fold 
::r.:, ~-;: :·.,·~ !"~,-·.-·: ;.·,'./~ ·:;,·:···•,_., .. ,_ ... ~ ... ·,._, _-.,.,,.-1--i .. ,_ . .,- 1,•-' ·:, j..:.-.L-~1.:)t'\. t~/.:.1. oX 
r~p-resent~ tion·~ . Jt is not .. to . mean that there 1s a. 
'-.'~('.~~-r-:l~_~·:.c~ •::::: ~ -~>-:- <:~-:~ t •._··.:-:<-t·:J 'i. .. }~t:'· .-~:.~:rr<::··-~·:· .. _: nr.~•:_:_·:.<:., -~_.i· ::·. \ -~'~--~; 
trinity, etc., but rather, the Lord is One. Thus, any 

' -
' 



2. 

by manipulatfori,'·of the Shema. text.~- ,-.Similarly, ·:,by '.a::dis-
[_~1?. i <·-~'·~·· ·'..:,-,'. •. ·i 't ' ' ' ·: !.i.:::·: ::. >.·· .~·._) _i" t.:':-.C: 

cussion between ·heretics .and,-R. ,Bimlai, ·. :tt: ,is :,shown, tha.t 
',:1_·_,_,.:. ::.•t:,·,._.:•;_•_. ,•:_•,• .• ', :, I •,, ; •1-•,"'I 

~ . ,' '. .. '. . .. , ., ·.'. ,~~ 

the plural.-,form;•,of.verbs ,and-nouns,,such;.as :in Genesis 

1:1, where\'i~~-~,piJa1 ::ro~: ::i~~~~ k·; ,could·:be:·1i';~~sla-
:.:. fl 'il. ,._·,_ .t .. -··· 

ted 11 Gods 11 can, in every case, be countered by a singular 
n t :n \ 1 ~~ ::i ~-~ )0':.:t; :::"f.? .~-- ,,,_ }' ·.· ::-": ·: . ~ ' .. : ~- .. : ''.•. ~ ·:· :: \ :1 ~ ... ;~i 

form a few verses later, such as in the cases where it is 

~;;1'f t~~·- ;.~~: H~ ~~;d-~ i,·:,. --Th~s, 'though t.he -;~~bi; ~~l' n~t~ : 
:,r=•.-:;:;} ·:;;:·.-:.. ~:~:~ 

mention or lmow of the Latin teclmical expression for the 

name of God, 11~e., 11pluralis majestatist• ·the;:~~; •~a~i~~ 
use of the same idea. 

The rabbis noted a difference between Q 1~., 

~d··:.· ~ 1 ;~/c, : . On; they felt symb~l;~~d ;~~Ya:'.-~::~~-, 
: 1, ,::,- •_; \: ;.] ·. '\ '.; ·, (•, J_ : . •;, 1 .. r. ! ·. (: ~l. '., ·,-:· _) }. '.:. ~ .• 

of Justice, and the other pictured Him as a God of Mercy. 
... ·:.: .. ·._... · ·-.:, · ....... ······;.:-!~--. i1ht1 t~,.... , 

Thus, both· 1these.at~ributesof.-God are·-brought:;out in 
.····• ;_,,~_ :·_;,· .. - -~ ,:. . ~, .·.::-~; /.- ~./:' :~-:,.c~-· .:·~· 

midrashim.: .As1;a. just God, He destroys::,those·:nations, 
·,·::: 1 .::;· . .- • • •:i•:.' .·.. . '~ . :_~:. ;'\ \ .. i~_··:' ·,:·~.:::,,:1 .I 

peoples or:.1ndividuals:.who ,are evil·~ - They 0 cite-:examples 
H'.:·· ~t'.~ · .. .-• . : .. ,. . .,. < -.. .-';'1_:;:::~ •. :.,·.r:·· _.r,.·.~.: t\:; . 4 

of the ge:heration.-of the flood, of:Babylon; '·Egypt, ::etc. 
lc•;:,J ·· .. ~·::· ,•i, ... . /:-.:-··.·t~F-rJ '.t'.\C~~-,.J.\ .. ~ 

God repays/the evil' of: men,,by uprooting ;them:·,for their 
.-.:·!'t: •.:·-;· :.:·-,,:~'- . ·: -·· ;~· ··· '.•:>·.-.\ ~-.--::··( .,,~•.L~!:: Li:.(· :-:~.r!r, 

crimes, such .as that :·of ,using· faulty sea.lee:_,-.,-.-,. ' 
~:_;~ i..\l~ . .:.-:,:"< :' ~-.. :; , .~ ;. . · .. · ::::,:..~,:.<-:: .. ::.·1-',•~·.1::::~, 
-~,A: fa.lse-... balance is· an -abomination:, to tthe 
Lord': (Proverbs 11:1). · If youc,seeJ.a,;.gen
erat1on with· fa.lei ty·. as its· ·quality, ·.know, i 

that·.·the .gover~ent will be'.:engaged,~·in 
strife, :in"c.tha. t . generation-, becau.se;,~fter: 
ther'.cited verse above. we,-rea.d,:;•,·~• •• then 
sha.lilei-c ometh-r and,·,a.lso 1

. the wicked:t snall 
fall ::.by, his . gwn·, widkedness. 1 (Proverbs 
11:2 and 5). -

'ft,.::-·:.:- ":;:. 1 :_; '\ .. >~.~ ... :,._"•'._< .... ·:, '..:·... \, -~' ·, •. J. ) ... : :--- ~ 'I ·-:; t_) :~_::·. ''...:,~ ·'..~--;:';_;; 

He ~s s9 just.that before He,de~~roys a. ~~tion full ~f 
·.;::·:::•1d!' ::.'._ '.:'.:' ·1··'\'·t~;_·,:~:. !_,' ·,~ .·' ·i .,~,-.-: ;..,.i;, ~.l'.: .... f. ' •. l 1·::<:,·:..·.l't:'.~. '/.-··: .. ~.--.~ 

wickedness, He destroys the guardian angel, that the 
J1.::.:~-t ;_-.,·.-~··,;· ... -.1':._, ':.n : .. t· .. · ~-.,.~-~~., .• ,p ·~· .·, ~-:. 



,,::;~.::'.'::..:\:, •J.'lGo<'!;idoesi not,.'.exa.ot, punieibment, .,ofJ ,a.ny;,n~t_j,9n :; 
before He first exacts punishment of the 

:: ,·:·t-1:::.~.- :,.1gua.rdi:~,-:ane;el·.,., .1Ho,w (!s;. this-:r::t.o !,b_e iinter..red;~1i:-i 
The Rabbis say: It. is not written 'horses 

.· '.:,:., .\. i;y ,:iJan.d:.-~th~1:r. riders' but 'the horse and the 
rider hath He thrown into the sea •. 1 (Exo-
dus1.tl?_t1.,>,t:_1~~~;s~,.,~~te~~;.~~:1:~~:·'.,B~~~~i~~';t1 
an.gel •. '··" -~ ··-•·'••···,•~ .. i ) LJt1.,i;, ,,r.1. .... , .... .... 1 ... ,. , .• ,.L., ... .. 
l1'\;ly :t l "Lo t:.h.:r ··iH?i~J'lt f. i,Il'.-~111:.:-:-:,1·1,J!"ir;:::-ty ... 1r.: 39) .. 

Similar examp,les. :ar.e1cgiven cfo:rr dth~r :,n~·t;ons •J t~-:~r is to 
. ' ' ••. • .. ·• • ... .. I I -1•"1(::t' Y',·:•. i '· ~ relf, t "!' n n •

1 
• ,. ,1-,i ~)(i' ·;:;:.I.[·· <,>, .. , .... .,, 

~ .. ~ .. -. .. - ••"-.t Op .......... ,, ....... -~ V·~ ' _., .... '.. .._, .:. . .i.!.~·:.,. 

show that whiU.e:;~d-;des.tI'oys,, iHe; dpes,,_Bo!:-.Q~ly ~:t,q1i.;the evil 

ones, and 

On the other h~nd, He dispenses blessings with 
·;· .. c::-•.-• ~· :·:-:.:·. _-'\11·, ' ..... 11"~ ,·•_;_::.-•.·_: ~-· ··•r-'li~•·. •.::~·._ ):_:,::~·~·:L-r 1..:···:.·5 .. ·:_ .. t_:. 

largesse. When someone suomi ts to rebuke in this ,iorld, 
:-:·,-)_:·: ... , :,.~.:\:; l·!.i<; ,::t'.)c·'.::. !: ... ~1',·~ •. · ~-'1~c ::~-.:_ .. _; _•;.r ·.>:;·'.:-·:~.:·· :·;}:.!°t't.:·;,-7; :·:./. 
God repays with a blessing in the world to come. And 
d-::. :;lr-~~·;_i_,:; c:~· \~1 -.":,.~·,·-,.;1·:1c l.;~~.i.T,.· · ,.;~1~;·: ~ .... -: .. ..,·n. ··· .. t::·1.~ ... ~7~ .. (;,:-.:.:~ .. -:., ~·:::·· :. 1_ ,_·;1 
although some get blessings in this world, they will re-
:~11:: :··:.:"C? .. :L··;:;·_-~~::( - \./:·t\.~-:· .. ·:,,::, · .. R./11:11-}\·.·, ·.':l~-,-:;,:-,·;-::::·~·•::•:_"l -l!! !.~·.:.:'{ t···r.1;, 
ceive their full blessing from God in the next world. 
~.\:·,) -:-~c.J)::-d;,~ ~->.;,.~. '!_,:•:.-.·"'t·! -~.-··c:·. 1~.·~.~::_-;. 1 y :_;/n··,·:·:·~-·:11 .. ·,· .. ~.J. :-, ... -.:,::\'•· !.-~·.!·:,.-_'. 

This can be compared toa king who in.:. 
:;c·: ~,,( 1.1. s,truct~.d--;1;,_h~, cpllllll,an._cl,e,r 1of\hiEI, ia..~Y,,~o y,,,;:. 

distribute a pound of gold to each of 
1 ' :. :.:.: 1.c, t!!itt~i~l:~·:·;~~H~J~·ei}eciei~·-f~he.ii'.ri§m~a~!, 

. less than, .. their due). ·.,,.When,.the soldiers ·1 ; .......... -·., .•--~-•--,·-- ··•··-- .,~.... -------.~ ·-• -~-~• ... ~\_..,, ···-~·---·~-'· 
!;IELid·,_t.c,_ •h~Ill,•,- .1T~e -:,k~ng. co~anc'j.E3,d iYP~ rt,o ~. :, 
cli.~.t·ri,l;>:U~~ ,0a, ::POll,I:l:d ;_9.f igoJd,_tc, ~.~f? .. h <?,f,,:,~.he 
legions ,,but .you ,have.'idistributed,.instead 

•• , ... J. ~ ••• . ,. • • . , ., - ., .... .., •• • ..... •• " • • ..... I . .. .... • -. .... _, 

fi V.~ ,e;o.ldl:3ll, •P.i~q-~~- ,-1H,e c:r:'.9.Pl:.~E3d, ·::JsT.~e,~~ , , 
a..~e IllY\:O.'!fil:,~P.r1.v.a t~ :,g1,f1:._s:, b'l?\lt.\:i!hen,,;~:q.e 

I 
king 

wi,11._,COII\~. H~. ''1.+1.1 give, ::Y9,1:1 o..~Jh;.~ .,9:wi~r.:.,J .. 
S_im,i~a:r:-:J:Y IsraE3l ,~a.,i~it.9 Mc:,,~.e,s:· .• J'!o~,~E!, · .. :'.,>:; .... 
O.ll,r, ·.:mas_t~_J:'., ~9,.,3h~~-2:Pla.'6e,cl;n(? •,l~mi t~.l"~o ·:c,; 
O,'llr J>],E:lSS,+n,g~, ··1"!her,_~9:s ;·Y;~U.Jl~V~ :-se,t ,:,EL ·::·Jr.'[, \ 
l,iDli t -1:-0. ~J.?.e.m; J~1 \;!_ayJ1.1g ,ca(' t.ho'l1!3_tnd ~-;~es. 
WJ:ie:x;euP.O.I! tM.c>. ~es :-:c.E/:~s w~~e~, ~h~m :. :, , . T{l~,:; > .' __ 
bi~ss*n,gct,hat (;·r~Y.~ g1,y~n _yo~.;~ ,mY:·<?wn; 
wll~n, :howev;er,c1:,he ~or9-,:"!il_~:,c~.~~, )Ie · 

, will : .. 1:>l~EJS1Y.gu,_ ,, 1 A~
8

He ha.a promised. 1 

\ .. --.-.··.(Deuteronomy 1:11) ~. . . 

Thus, whetii~; ~Jc~! ~£n~1~iB~~i gf K;; ;~;:ible~ ~irig~ "'frt'th1~ ·
,\6~1ai; if ;i·s-· i~pil~a liiai ·,1Aaivla.~~1~···.~11i: ·~~b-ei!J~'·fil~ir 
. ',•~ ", ~ ~·1•··1 ,-., '-i p•~ -r-; ,·.· -~- '.··, f"''. : ·.•, ;•,. ··l I, ~ .. -~\ i .... ' .. } ·; I· '.i' C-:,""\'. :~ .-:: • - .. • -, .. < just-re,;j,ard"in tlie'-world to·· come·~,, . ,.. .... . /;,; •;: .c .. ' .L:'! 

:, ::. ,'.! •:: ' ( () ;~ t Thi 6tiie~ "Aiimi :i :r6b :· cicic1''~ugg~ st~ ': t11~'\i~~ii ty of 

' ,, 



mercy. Thotigli God ,punishes, ,.yet· He.•.'doe·s 1.:not z:puriish ~,as 
J;t; :i~~;-:.Lt ~ J './L.'t i'j):'.:JL':!:·::i\ .. ~G~~lv ./~::(-~:·';. G·cd 

harshly as ·~He cmlglit; ttha t :is•; , not ~c ommensura:t·e· hri th --the 
r•''~1"l\-.t~··•1' .,#,, ":--~ ·,,,~. ·.•,,·; ---\1( n1"'··"r~••.·,•,1 .. 

...... ,. , ••• # •••••••••• ~ ..... #) ......... ... , ·-· .v . .,~,L.-

r:rravlty of 0:th·e,'s·"._• ··•·!· i11 1-:, .. r, ~,.-.. ,,., ··, , ... -,;•,:,·,,,. -r ,.,•:i.1·1 0 -• •· J..U e " \.., r .1 ,.~ , •., · ll • • • ,, I •• •· ~•,.a .J -'• " L • 

u~~--~·•r-:-,~·1'-t·~-· \.:··;,: "L:\· ~-.'l. l!:1> ·;_-~-I'~: ·t. ''. ;,:::- :·r•c.'-?1 :tc•r1.~.'! ~:;'.'!.:~ ;"'' ~-. 
What iis·1wri-tten·!:before ,:this .'..(before o~!rlie' 
cities .I.of ~retuge.71!;) 'Xnowithi~-::da.y ··r,and· 
lay, tit :,to·f,thy 1h~ar.t.~ ~i·D$t'iter,oricimy 4:39). 
What is the force of -~d lay it to thy 
hear.t?.•,.,. R~ lMeircs'aidf•.1/God.:.said,:tJ,Thoul.· 1 ·°' :;_;· 
and thy heart know the deeds \·Thich -thou 

}r,:l ',, ;,,,··has.t· :done(and•r.thatJ·.the ;:chas·t1:sments which ·.;c,""' 

, , I have ~ro~ght :·upon !~§~ ... ar_~, .. ~o~ i~. -~~o~ ,, .•.· ,.portion1,to .. thy deeds •....... ,., ....... ,. ,,:,!l::::_:, 

Were ; it 1 riot \ for· .the;_ quality; or· mercy.;• God· mi'B}lt. requite 

more· :than ;.Hetdoes··now. :-:, '.But God:is never. ·:oic.tured · as .i , 
' ' . 

desirous: of >overwhelming man 'W:ith punishment·, ,or. .withl-: -
·: ,'\ 

' " His· grea.tnesif;·. :J. When:-the ;-Rabbis· ·.d.fscciverea r:in "the text' .. : ·1 ·• 

t\>10 -::weirds ,:that'.rwere practically :synonymous, ::they ,iriter~ i,·, 

preted:it•L.to cbe: a· sign >tllat God·::reveals 'himself.'•just·, a: c.'. ''/' 

littie,at·,attimesso·'a.s·· not· tci!overwhelm.'ma.n:•.,' ,·•, •._ Lt' 

·:. · , ··•Tr" \:1·1The wi'lderri.ess and' the parched land shall 
be glad' (Isai~ 35:1). Why is it written 
so ?,-'°J.Td :'.teach .:.you1-tha.t· in the .lhour when·'···: '.l t..: 
the Holy one, pleased be He, reveals His 

·.: ;:.~-:; :,,·,'t.preserice upon 1Isra.el';n·a11·,,His goddriessdis-':J'vi: 
not revealed at one time because they . 

·.: :-·,,:i· _i, would not .\.be able\tto·c'stand· 'alil ~that·::good- :.::,. ·:: -
ness, for if He revealed unto them His good-

'"' '.::? t'; ,. ness 'rat :-one.ctime ktliey·: wouldldie~-, For., lsee <:· · 
what is written: 1And whereof from of old, 

;·_::; . .:•.:~'(::: men•::ha.ve:riot heard nor perceived by the 
ear;···"Neither hath the eye seen a God be
side; ,Thee~· 1.'.'! r-:( Isaiah' 64: 3}: '. ;-;. ,. •' •• · ·:so ,1 ,. · · .. 

,-ihat idoe:s God do?:: "He.•0reve·a1s ··Himself .:.'':, 
l·i··ttl · 'b 'litt·1· ·10' ,, ... ·· , .. , .. ·· ,. ·' · · . . l e-ji y .J. ·. e •. -•- ._ ~ ••- .. ,L ·.-_ .... ~r :_.~• .. · .. 1 • _. ~ 

i: . .-,..,c·z _, r'·.·t,,·,·",-:,;·, •;·} ,.,.,.1'·.-;",·••" •,.· ,·;• ,,,. :_.,_._._ ·•f\~,; ·-, 
.'~-· .· ,~1;~ .•~····t •... -·•·· :L ..... lf, .... ,,.,.~ •. -,,,,-,, ..• ,,,. ,,_.,,., .. 

God··1s·•·al:so>pictur'ed ':'aS',.'desirous:'of :·being merci
?_,·~·1.l;.·1.·~:-~<-:-t..,).c · ... : .. :.::~ ~:_-y, ~.,.:-.:;_-_ ,:_).\ti: t.•.:: -:<:.~ ~-·:::.:i. ·;:,l·; .;:, 

ful to men J.oy,<":try~hg1-: t·o ,·a:ss'is:~ 1thani; w4en ',their ria:tural 
., " " • - l ' · • ' · ·1 • . . . :.~t'E~CCL •. !H-~(Ji.;f;iJ :3-JJ.(HiC ;_·;_:,~.1 !:::".!:: '.:'. ~:.i.w•~·1::,·· 1 i.'/ 

passions bring:,them irito diff.iculty~~, 'Thus,,•-He ~will, in 
. · 9:'t}}~ ·-;.\Lt ·•.=-·.-.o~~---1 Jr~.J.~.F -~- .. _,-.>:·: '.Ll~·!:~-:~t.,:-;.r~:~-·~.J.s 

time,. destroy \the'fEvil .'Iricl'ination a.ndtteven :\Deatlir 
•;11'.··; ~.~r,..:, ·.-· ......... -•- --;··•;,1<•.l.1·1•·' ··71"!-.•. •.,.,,:--, ,-,.•,., •.~ .... t.,··,~-. •. ·,,.¥,.,• .•.• ' ... ,._,.\, ·,,J __ .,.,_ ,•·-•.-,"\,• •i~, 1..} -•t.) .. ;•.. . .. ,,,.,,,_'•~-

l 
I' I I 
I 



5. 

'And. that f:leeing .unto one, of.,thesei:ci ties 
he might 11 ve 1. (Deuteronomy 4:42). God 
said: 1-In this.· world~ ·becatise·,,the .Evil In•,:·:· ,. 
clination is present, men kill one another 

~~~~~~ui,;i~ i~~1i!!~i~~' ~~~=. :~~~1!id~t .. 
and: there ·,will. be ,no death in the -world, ' · .,-
for scripture says, 'He will swallow up 
death forever'. (Isaiah 25:8) .11 ·· .. ··: ,. ·. · 
Thus the cities of refuge were--established by 

God so that the murderer might not be slain. If he were 

killed, then it·would mean that the murder would be avenged, 

true; but it would a~so mean that another precious soul 

would be taken away •.. · So, 

before their time, the 

rather than have two men die 

Gff/11- ,~- were estab,l:s_h-

ed.12 Here God certainly is permitting His sense of Jus-

tice to be tempered with a great.amount of Mercy,· for were 
.. , ,: ' 

He to requite exact payment according to law, the murderer 
' . 

would have to pay vri th his life. Buch is the case if 

the murderer is caught. 
. 1,• 

A man.can ki:1:1 another by accident ---even the 

Bible made special provi,sion for that. God .is pictured 
' . ,., -

as creating the Cities .. o.f Refuge, motivated by the. lmowl-

edge that man is p;one· ·to ·kill 
1~y,. ac·cident, and .. through 

His 
' ' .'' • :' .. , ,'•,.' ' , i 

mere y P.r~!,11~~ ,- him: - , . 1 • . : : •. 
•7\' ·-~~-· ·1. ·:.-;_ ''.·, ,' ,:··,.,.. ~··\·, ·,,' 

To. an artificer who .was .making a.statue of 
the ·lcing,. _and l'Thile. he:: was working :on 1 t, 
it b~ok~. in his hand •. r The king -s.aid:. • -· 
'.Had he broken. 1 t intentiorially he .would. 
have. :be~n ,execµ~~.d;:;since he br.oke. it · -.. - , 
unintentional:ly,,let.him be exiled to a 
place of banishment. 1 Likewise, God de
_c;ree_d, . }Whoseo -sheddi th. manl:s blood;. by.· 
man shall his blood be shed' (Genesis ... 
. 9 :,6); .. ,but .. whos_o kill!:! ·a. man .• unwi ttingly ·. 
shall be exiled from his home,' as it is 
S!:l,id,.· 1 And -that flee1;r::ig'.Amto one.· of, .these 

, . 



: ::. : :_,.• ·i:•-· ~-:-Besidea:;beine;•:-a. God·1·.tu11sof:::meroy;•fthet:iRabbis 

p1c:ture·a.:·the"~Holy1.0nec,Bles'sed::-ber,He~.as,;filled::withdtheF

qua.lit1es''.that•:we identify with'-1~the good!!(,.;;::;; 1·;e".:; those 

qualit1es:that men on earth should possess and live by 

that the world might~~be'.•.ordered'·a.s Lthe Heavehsoare 
-::~-:!:~-:::;:.": \\.·~,., ··~-·~:\ .: . .r ,1.· .. c ·L:: 1~1·:,:;.::•, }i~~ (.·].t;c·,~-n·~c 

Because God'' :ts ::,me:rcifu] '·;oa:ndi'1desirous ',of' ·exe-
'r-: ':...~- L '~, J:i ; 3,~.- .'_\.ii/l .... l) C .: .. :.:-.!:::: :_: }~ 1

,::: ~,.::.•. :, :.: ::;: :t,: 1J. ~:; 

cu ting jus t:ioe and 1 mercy w:tth ·Hi.a :people, ·:,He is, described 
:~- \ \ .. ,::· ::. I·.,~.--~:· e :~ ·.- ---. ::. · ·: l ~ :-'· ·._·, ::: !J ... 1.-, ( • • _ .. _,. ·":' r1 ;·:h"! ;::· :}. : ... 

as being n1gli'::!,6?the'.·-pe9ple,; :~s · an~~rering '·pra.ye.r '·~?id 
'!•• :.:·/;:," '.:"i''.··:· :;-\!.':•. •;\:g:, 1

','1:-'.;, ,·.ec.'.,: ;' :.;·~• 
petition: ::•.:: -.. ,.1 .. ···'' ,.,.,t .. 1 , •. 1•· .. ,:,,., 

ii:_,c-Juda.h'.:;b. :,R'; Simqii _;·ea.id :"·1•You ''w!ii c',, : :-/, '" c': .\. £ ... 

, find that ido_ls are. near,and yet distant, 
'.·n •,.:.t::-, t 'andYthiit/'f.he; Holy Ori.e'·:Blessed-'be Her·1s '.,,: ·,·, .·_:.: . 

. distant ~nd y~t near. How are idols near7. 
··c,,,,-·i t.'..\ ;;;A·'·hea.than:·malces~;ari' 1dol1'a.nd.•,:pla.ces: ft ,,:•:''< :. ,· .. :, 

within his. house,. then that idol.is near 
,: ;, '.-r· '•.t,o<h.1111.•' An.a1'..hol'rl:do··-we;;knoir'~tlia.t 1 tliis ':'-' ·· 

idol is also distant? For it says, 'Yea, 
• · :: '.. ::-.··· ;, , though one: cry·•urrtq'·1him·:'i1e'· ciinnc:it . answer·~ 

.nor .. save. him. oµr ot:. his trouble'· · ( ~saiah. .. 
•.'..: :\.'. \ ·i :r '!,'461:7) ; 0 thus···the idol'·'is'' distant:: . i:And: God'.' - ·., :<. 

is distant and yet near •. How? ·R~ J:udah b, 
·:.• ·'· ~ (.• '.:::~::.'Simon~ said':•' .i. From''here '(thei'ea.rth') ~ to"-heaverf:, 

is a journey of five hundred years; hence 
., ;:, ·..:, .<, ·:· ::·ae·'.: isddista.nt: ··::,Howt do.),-iei'•kho,;,c,thii t ',He 1"is' · .:• 

near? A man stands at~prayer and. meditates 
:!,:: ;':·,t '.tc:. 0 1n'.'iifs'·•heartt·a.nd ~God'"is nearCt.o his ~-prayer' ,,· ·.'.. 

• •• · •• _ ....... ,.·_, '.. ·.'c',·_·1. ~(P!3 ,. ttlm.. ;~6s5. ~3id) ·'··15, () Tl}C>}l ~1~9 ,,h~ac}~~s~ ,, Pr.~y~r. I · ... <· ! '·. sa · s - : • · ' •. · .. " · ·· · '· · c. · · ~ ·• · · ·· · · .. · · · 

For';'''the''Ra.bb1~''nevei:-'1dJceived::themselve·s ,:,ft,h'c'thif d.1:ffi-
• · ,.i.._.,,.!. ~~r-. -- •.• • ••,•r ~-,.·•''" r'1-•.,·-: It,~,,-...... ,,.,.:' ~ ,., 1-1 ... ~,'j-,-. .. _, ,..~\•;., ,.,,, 

culty'·o:r: ·maintaining·•their position· a.bout- a :rion:.;corporeal 
q ., 

1 --, .• -~--. .1 .~ ... r, ,~,, ... ~ • ,~t .. -" · tt·,,,,,-·,~ , ..... 
God-to a·people who'were·surrounded by a religion which 

I 
'' 
• •,I 



l-a. '. 

i'launte9: ,_;~d9,l_~,,i ,:~~a t,,'l:,\~.S.,,a~1E.o.~s ;~ ,H•ihey thad r:•_to_ p~o.:v.e _l,_that 

-. 
1
~ ~?,e;:r:, ,;~fo;:r,::;<m.~, \'l,8:~ t'?~P-~.~r t.q, t,p,e~ :tl)y,_ me.~a, Q~yth,_; v,ery 

,,l.a,ck of physical images. They had to show that God was 

actuallYit.cl,~,~-;r<?HS !.C?:f: tp.~~x:-11p_r,~sen!).e,, •;~nd_ t_oo.k· ::pains to be 
t(i•h·•r Ch 1 l .-j ,., •• ;. n ,t ~, .-l, fl •'t ~ ~--·=~· r.• ~ ;-1.--~d ➔ ··,., :,;•·,r ~~1,'!· \."(j-_ .i. ,.~' '-.lA ... t. ~ ._,._, .J...J.,. ,._ .. •-I~•#< .._.1.1-.~ J -J. .•. -. .., .l ••• ~" .• 

1.11 th th~!]!:· O!~f:\ tc, tnt-or(; .~:.lc1 ,;n t,fl-.:L~,l' h(;.1·\u.J.f J ;.::n-
~- ... , i, t•i ; ' '·.••;,• •~•.•at' 'y_ :•:, ~,_;; ·'lfj,,"'\j ~ ~;,,. .. -~, .... r;r ,.,.li:1{'.t ~1,ii 1.HLiJ.t11. ,rjJ. 1 "' 't..iC-.• J. , .... _1.-' .. '·•···u 1.·.~ 

i·l-:,:.I:t;i ,a •.ID:an-J1~s 1a. t:i::',1,cn.tre'.J,;~t1.v:e1,he.ra.cknowi
'..'.:,·,_E!dg!=1B,rfli~, J:,ut J~f 111~;.1~· poor,; he; disowns 
\ ::: ~~n;. ii3Jl.q., ,di:~9la~p:i_s J.~Y, r,19lat1.onsh1p \~'11th 
,.: ;~:\41m;: _}?µ1;/i:the :Holy One Blas sed be He, 

kivychol, when Israel found themselves in 
·.:·:d ·~ :· ,, ,., , J Jl;gypt1a~. '.b,onda5e, a.aid: , .. •~I-<am '-their, rela ... : · .' • 

ti ve.' · · Where is this? For 1 t is said, 
"· ,.~ i- ,,. ,·, •.• },Even-.. for >the; •children .of ·;Israel,·,1a; neople .,r ·-~ , ... ,,. . .,_ . ·near wit·o Him·.·, (Psalms 148:14), Further, 

-~ :-i,_, ;: :u: •:•ht,~ 111':1~. m?:_P:, ~a_EH(a1,P90f 1:r.e;t.a:tiv;_e.:, ihe, :considers1 
· that he himself comes first and his rela-

1,, ,[' ;.; (lC i'.: :i. ~,, g ~tX.!31 :1.s Of: (!3e,q9ridary:·, :1,mpor,tanc.e:,"~/ What·. 1dpes~ '.,!.'-
he ·say? So and so claims relationship 

.. , ,., ,_,-.1 ,, c-. ,i:.,1f~:t,h,,'Ae./, But. Gpc:l,· 1J,,qrie_;1may; say! so,·,.:·.,.1, 1;;'.'1 

·. gives Israel the first flace. For ~crip-
,•, .. ,,, ,•-: ;, :-y-,,,,;i,,.:ti~l;t',e rd9.~,!3., ~o:t, •sa1r,.h:~.;re.;'.:,,·.Tha,~,:th~t):l· a)-nation: 
.. --- . . .. . . so nigh unto Him, ·. ~·· t That· hath a. God 

l Bo n1 ,.., unto :I-hem,,}½ .. ,.,)·'··;·'' ·,· .. ,.,,, .. ·, 1··• •f' 
.,·•···•1·,'-·\r~·! ·11.·,r•····.1- \ 1 .. ~ .... · --., .:1~ .... -•\1~:: .:.-. ~.1-..;_1;., .:,_ .. '. •·._, .. ~ : .... .... _ :.. ·,,, ... ,, ' . ~. .. .., . ,. . :· . ' . ~ 

'· \· .. ,: •.: 1_ , r·,:; ; ,Tpe,_ -~w.!1be~ -.~d j;_he" .~Jm_i_:).ar.i::tY.i pJ't m:,.dra.shim, d,1s

" cussing ,thennearness .of .... God,,when. distress? threatens would 
,;.\:,•: '-~·(.,',.,..! .._ .--',,·.:.~.-- ;,.-~,'. ·.· I·, l,•J\-;..,. ;, ... J.\• •a_.,,~- 1,.. •.•• , 

seem to :}~~1_,~ a:t,_~,- ;~pa\, :~F~Y-: W~Fe,: J'II'~i-~ t,~11~ a,~'i. -~c;>m~ ,per~l9us ,_, . 
. , t,J,~(T , , ,?r: f_t, i,: _ J,,1,111~ ~ W£~n~ ~at:fi, f~ }m0~Jl:: ½ op~~d-J :l.~rg~ ,oyer :t,pe 

. ' ' .. 
, horizon. We, see .. also .. ,that: the rabbis., discussed the 
.'~· t ~l:~ ?j(' J: ~ I, ,:-,1 j l.,:L,~•· ;·; ;_ '-'·'• ',;, ... .j t· • ... , 'l ./. ... ... • •·.~ i. -•· -~ ;.; ,_.,). •- ........ . 

ability ~?Jb9'Pdr.,~Rn?,e,i w~.~!l:i~ J~~ -r~.S.~:r'.~_~s~i'..of it.h~t•land he 
, .. 71,., .,y .. , .. 1_·

1 
•:.'.~ 1.1 .. - •.~··11 .-;-: ... t:.~•:r 1 t:,!·J,·~~1 s•.nc\ .. •t..:·;:t;:-n:·::~:~t. 

was so j o~;n$1-.. tP..'.? t~~1c,a..t1~~- -tt,~;t;: tll_~~,~ rn~.st llave.-; been 
.i ~-·; ··~·-··' ·-1 :! . .,_1· :- ~ · _· .~ ,:;··'. ~ -, ~.-.( ..... -r·;.; .:·::1' ... :•; '·/.~·::~, 

some mov~inen,.\:: oi,\ J eirs,:.· fr;pµi,:lp~e;;:;qgun~ry ;·; °\;,9 1m.c;,ther, no 
._,-, .•• '·•'-'-:': ,,. '· ·"'~ ' . .. . ',. .. •• . . 1,: ., " ~ "., , .... i ;:: .. , .. 
J; ,._. I ··n·t· .·,j,.' r.;·,. ,,.,. i\i?'~•-: 3r_i,"JJ,1l7'-~L;- f :J..,' il i .t. i.t--~ 

doubt und~;;-; ~\l~~~s. '; ,:~e ~1~r~s!it ·;_ , .. ,~~~!,~s .~b.:~;t ~d is w1 th 
•• ,., .... : .. I.\ .... , ... _, ~-~-"I .,:',.!1"',,·, ;-.,_·'; 1·---:/-~' lS;;:5.t~ ·:··:.;.fF~ 

Israel 1h;t1mes" of· distress, .and ,,then,,goes·. on'., to,,c1 te when 
').,s_) : . .- ,.•,,•~} .:;.\ ·.1·'..''/, ('1\,'1 1 :.." :·- <~1.,;,.•.~ .. l,"' __ ~•i,. J,,,l,.i.1 \;l·• •. •:. 

1
, .. ·-·· ,_ ,-,;.,/• .•,, •:~i .. ~\ •1·r1•,·~ 1 •11 1-~(v, 'i;"t 

Israel f?,lli}d'j ,;~e~l!c 1~;:e:ft;p~l, ti~~?.;: w~~~;~c9r,fe ~ponding 
'. .. 1 ~-. i , •.• 1:· ,•'• '!--· \., •;1•1:·. ! ,:/ .1 

quotatioriai:,to·'show"ho\oi' God "warred in their name" or 

.,, 

f 

l 



·1 8 ··,. . 
·:1-J:i·;-' -'t,,God1Himsel1' ... encourages Israel,to call.upon Him 

.. ,.\\ ..... J.i .v .•..•.. _, .. , "·•·-··•l_;.-:, U,l- •. •.- 1.,r.=:!·,:-1 .. ~:. _ .... : .:r.:.. 1t'J .~iO.!_n·:: :~1~:· 

wh~r:. tp.ey __ ; ~~ .. 1,i,;iy d!,~tr,.t,.~-~ ~ ::,: ~.9 -~~~,f t11-?i ~'~~e.~,. s."!.}!18 ~R 1 ; i', 

,,1,.,::11 :~i;: l-tast~r .. o~,,th~ . .;tJ:p.iv,er~.1:1, wp.en TJ::iou ,s~e13t .. _ ... 
Thy childreh"· iti'' 1dititre'ss / and I they' have:;\ ;) l' :~. /!'• t' J 

t;)·: 1 c' •; i; ·n~<?~ or?,~.-. t.o. -interc~d.e. on .t~eir, peh_al:f'., .~-:-
-· ·swei• them ·1mmti1di'ate'ly~ 1. Gdif' re'pl'ie1d':. :,r,•·· '.c .',' (';-• 

,,r·,~~ ,r,,,,._ :M.os~s,,.by,,your,;,lii'e, a:t any, time that they 
. ,,, c'a.11' up¥,n'me I'w'il'i answer"theill, as it':(:\.,')/'(: ~.i·,., 

•: J. ,.:'.'\,<~ d; il!l,1· ,wrl, ,;~~~-PH,,i . .,'.~s,:1tti~ •.. ~or~, ,is .. ;wJ;l~,z;iey~r,. w,~., (''\ .... , .. , .. ,, ca upon m. 5 · · - .. ·· · ·- - • • • .. _ ~•·'··- ,.,. 
:~·•";i._' .. i ... •••:,,·:•i·,- _--,'···,·1.:.;,,IJ' •·•7· ·." 1 ::.1-l.,h,:! ,!,,,;.,. ·, i'··• , • 

Arid·a simila:r"thoilght, _·to prove the· fid'elity•'of• Go'd 't'o.:.'~ 
. ::•• \'~- , i :•- '• •.,-• :, ' '· ._I;-,••, •,: ,t• : 'l ~ :: ;., ~\ ·,,. •: •• ,[ j'/ ,,, :, ·:•\ ,: ,-_• ' ·. ". ··. ''." ·' .._, • · '•·• '1 ,._:., •• -, ,•' i• •·l ,. ,.; ~ 

ward those who trust in ·Him ·there is• the···ra:mous story'"·of" 

:th~:td~~ght~ti:~ho~ .,rris !t1aow~d·;,tli¥ge \i'iffere'nt1 t'ime:s 1cirf '.'c, 5 :: 

rk~;-11.i~ddiri~ Jf~Ht.,:•n sii~"."tliiis -•~~ru~¥d 't'o-i mii~ri: ;~a:1n~' \rear
:i~~: ti:i~; dciri~~qh~~c~~.6 1sii1J'1 1~:,1pi~rJhi3'.a~cf 1t~;1

we'.d •g·a1n~- the 
... ·\ 

'.r.'rLt}/l u,.,·.:. ".:i 1\\·~:;i a. !-::~.~-tt•:':·•1,'.:.;•1··~·: :·1 1··,t· ·::nt·;.·•·:"•·t•:1,.}:' ~-1 •1 i ...•. -,,..:..•.; ~···.· ,: .•• 

fourth husband, however,· thwarts t:ne· ·Angel ··of ·Dea.th· by 

quoting T6;ali1
\(p~iit'ti~g· 'hiJ' r~it'tl' t1rtj'Gcid)~i ·' Th~ 'bioral 1or 

.;_~_{) ,'":,>.i_-:_},;·_'..;·(1 ~1 }.~; -'t~(~ l"'•~.,~~:!··;•f·S r~-J..,>1 •;1'!'; f'1 ·: .. ,,:~~~"\i' ·p.:}•-•:.-,~.,.t ·tL-~ 
the story is, that 1he who trusts· in Go'd will· never fear, 

'iJJ C<G~d 1t~k~-~- c·,;•e;'Ji th~ni· thit 1ld'.;~ 1H:tm~:l9 '.'i,/j;i!· ·:t;,: ·l•,c.-): 

t Le ,', ;,. ;~:.· ::hicf,'~;•~~~,-t' iiili1{tf 1t"o 'b)J '1h'·,~ar1 places of the 

.~\:n:i ;·~~:· ~.f-.in\·~-~, ·-•3~·{;;(:1 ~i,J r: ·1··i"t·i·::•'":• J:•:,·,-·:··i·~ . 
world hovering,, over, ,as ,~_t.;_we:rie,:- ,e.·ach ip,divi.d:ual Jew, is 

, .•.•.. 1 • ,I# .. ,, ... , , .. ,,.•.·."' 1-·: ... • ... t., ) ... •.,:,. · ·,·. 1.,.:.-.•.J_I, 

'.~·~·• • 1 )~'t, J ;-- .. ·; · ! --:.i ·• . ·: 1 · .• , ~" • ,. • l t· ~· . ..-.-.r: :4 ·, ... ·,··"\' If'·~, ''- •• , 

the point ,61:'.,:t.he'~mj,,dr,~sh;- .,-which)~!J.rrates 'that: 
•·· -· ·• ".: ~ \ ...... ·-. .. . r ,. - .,, ... 1.'.. ,.' ,. 

:.·l.•_•_ .- Rabbi ,Tanhuma ,said: . 1It happened that there 
' :; :; . t was" once"a ;ship' full '6l"cfentil'es'' and: 'among'st iJ(· 

,,; , ,t};lem,~her:e was. a :Je.~• , Whe~. they came .t.o. BA_ 
·-" '· .•. island· the Gentil'es .. said to 'the·· Je'w: 'You,·,· 
, __ •• , : , 

1
•• • s_q ,and ,~o,,, ~ak.e ,mo~ey an,d ,go i~tQ_,,tJ;te, ,·-- .. . . 

,.. ,. .. - . island 'and purchase sbmetliing ·ror ·us';,,,. He' : . (_•· (, .. 

. I, "· •. :_, C :•:. d :,th:~~~: :1ci!·~ w~e~~tt6 :~~Fg;~.d' ,?~!ltt '.J ::. ;.- .• ;• I! 

• ;- ., ... ·.· -.· .. 1,Is then .a .Jew, ever. a. stranger,? . Wherever .. ,,-, 
..... ·- . "you.go~. your God is' 'with you~'" Th1s·•.'1~•;;:;i 
-.r:,Li;: 'di. :~h,e,f<>r9,e,.,o,r th~ 2~ords, 'That hath God so 

nigh unto them. 
f 1•.. • . . . 1 . I , , . . 
~~hic;

1
·:fh~Je 

1

'.dJiie'riiiciris•;cif Mfdriishim1{;,~fe not 
,,._,. ~·~·(.,. J'•.' I •. •··•- •1•.\~;•.'}.,.. .1. .• ,L~• ;• •. 1.•.t~~~- ,,;.1\;,,1\Jo r .. l 

written ~~t,~y \;n~
1
Jiaii~' 'o~"~iij

1 
~fn~:i'.ehJJ1f~diibri by any 

" 



individual, it :is obvious that there will be no point by 
' . 

·.' 

point consiste_ncY:· in theologic•· o'onceptions: of God. 
' :. :-:.'.' 

While 
. . 

there is some loose, over-·a11 pattern··of compatability, 
. : ; ': . ;• . -: ' ·: .' ~ . . : . . . ' 

such as: all th~· mid.rash~ a~re'e that ·ood answers prayer, 
• ·, . ' - . ; >' ' . ,.~ .. •. • " • 

this is possible only· b,ecause the Rabbis 'preached a gen

eral Jewish attitude. Rather; the midrashim that were in

cluded in the collections·w~re-only tho'se that reflected 
'· 

such a 11main stream· o:f Judaism" ·attitude •. ·· Thus, we have 

preserved for. us in the midrashim only examples of tradi

tional approaches to God. ·· One can be assured: ·that there is 
' . ' 

no heretical opinion.herein, for one did not' say anything 
•• I,• '·• ,. 

that one had not heard from one I s Master, that is, one . . .. . .,; .,'·· .... , .......... , 21 
would not make a statement not·buttressed by tradition. 

One of the ways of depicting God's 9:ttit_µ,d~ to 

His children is to picture Him as a Loving Father. He 

appears in two typical poses of a father of flesh and blood; 
• ' •• I ( • •• I • 
, l / • r 1

1 ~ , 

first as a father who tends his children: 
' 

And He tends Israel as a father tends 
his son, as it saya, 'Behold, He that 
keeps Israel does nei th~2 slumber o_r,. 
sleep. 1.· (Psalms 121:4). · . · . 

Just as a father on earth is pictured as keeping one ear 

open at night for the frail wail of an infant, and paces 
. . ·, . '··;., 

the floor with him while the child is -lullec:l back to sleep. 

A second comparison compares Him with a father who always 
·' :'. .' 

stands ready to accept his son· as· his own regardless of 

what his son has ·done: 
' ... ·• . . ,·" ' 

.. ,1 

This can be complired to the son of· a<king 
who. took'to·evil•ways •. The kirig sent; a 
tutor to him who appealed to him saying, 

,. 

'. ,· 



'Repent my son.' The son, however, sent , 
him back to his father with the message,· 
1 How can I have the effrontery to re- · · 
turn? I am ashamed to come before you. 1 

Whereupon his father sent back word, 1My 
son,.is a son ever ashamed to return to 

10. 

his. father? And is it not to your father 
that you will be returning?' And simi
larly, the Holy One Blessed be he sent 
Jeremiah to Israel when they sinned, and 
said to him: 'Go, say to My children: 
1Return. 111 •••• Israel sent back word, 
saying: 1How can we have the effrontery 
to return to God'l 1 •••• But God sent back 
word to them: 1My children, if you re• 
turn, will. you not be returning to your 
Father?' liow do we know this? For it is 
said, 'For I an become a father to 
Israel. 1 (Jeremiah Jl:9) •• • and also 
'Ephraim is a darling son to Me•••• 
therefore My he.art· yearns for him. 1 . 

(Jeremiah 31:20)~23 

As. God is cast as a father to .. ind:l~idual sons 

of Israel, so is He portrayed as aPatron of the commu-

ni ty of Israel. 
. ' .. ) : • ' . ' ·•. ,. .. . ·i 

An attempt is made to describe His . . . 

patronage by comparing Hini to.°'.Patrons of r'lesh and 

blood. Naturally, God,:ls a greS:ter patron, having abil-
. ' , 

; .. 
. ' . . . 

ities far beyond those of mortal ones. He can. save a· 

man from death:· . ••l 

' . 

Come and see that God's' way of d~ing ' 
things is not like man! s way <:£ doing 
things.· .A man will find a patron who 
is ever ready to protect Him, and· 
should he be arrested on any written .. 
complaint, people go and find his pa~ 
tron and say to him, 1Your protege has 
been arrested,' and he replies: 'I will 
protect him,' but if the man has been 
taken out for execution, where is he 
and where is his patron? Not so, how
ever, is it with God. The ministering 
angels declared before God, •Moses, Thy 
protege, has been arrested•' Whereupon 
God said: 1 I will protect him. 1 They 
said, 1He is standing before Pharoaoh, 

I 

1' 

. " 
C 11 



his· sentence is being pronounced,. 'he has 
gone forth to be executed.•· He replied, 
1 I will protect him.' How do we lmow · ·" 
that when he went forth to be executed, 
God· delivered him? For it is said, 'And 
He delivered me from. the_pword of 
Pharaoh.' (Exodus 18:4).~ 

11. 

Similar comparisons are made about protection f-rom wild 

beasts, with the saving of Daniel from the lion's den as 

an example of God's abiiity. 25 And many ·other examples. 

are given of this same type. 

Using this kind of comparison, the Rabbis tried 

to show that God.was the Permanent Patron: 

This may be compare·d ·,to a king who enter
ed a province with his generals, rulers, 
and governors. Some of the citizens· of 
the province chose a general as their 
Patron, others a ruler and others a· gov- · 
ernor. One of them who was cleverer 
than the. rest said, 'I will choose the 
king. 1 Why? All others are liable to 
b~ changed, but the king is never changed. 
Likewise, when God came down on Sinai, 
there also came down with Him many com
panies of angels, Michael and his com
pany, Gabriel and his company. Some of 
the nations of the world chose for them
selves Michael, others Gabriel, but 
Israel chose for thems.elves God, ex
claiming, 'T. he Lord is my_portion, saith 
my soul' (Lamentations 3:24); this is the 
force of •Hear O Israel, the Lord our

2
god, 

the L,ord is .. One.' ... (Deuteronomy 6:4). 
•. 

The Rabbis point out some of the weaknesses of 

man by comparing what men do iri a situation with what God 
. ' ' . ' 

does. Thus,. they hope to !correct thos.e who hear or read 

their similies:. 

Come and see the meekness of .God. Among 
human beings, when a man has a _young . 

· child he carries him''on his shoulders, 
but if the . child angers him he at one e 

· throws him down. But if one may say so, 



with God it is different; Israel was in 
the wilderness forty years and they pro
voked Him to anger and ·yet He bore them. 
How do we know ·this? For it is'said, 
1And in the wilderness, where thou hast 
seen how that the Lord'thy Ggd bore 
thee.• (Deuteronomy l:31).2I 

12. 

Similarly, when a child i~ born he is handed over to a 

wet-nurse for.from two to.three years. But God "wet

nursed II Israel forty years, and even will .do it torever 
28 in the world to come. So man is admonished to be pa• 

tient, and not to let his passions control him. So too 

these examples show how the. rabbis were interested in por

traying God as 11long-suffering 11 and full of patience. 

Men have the great facility of forgetting events, th?ugh 

at the same time of their occurence they might even seem 

world-shaking. While such might be good in the case of 

a death, that is, where the family soon lose the pain of 

separation because time dulls the memory, usually we do 

not remember the object-lessons that history thrusts upon 

us. God,. however, forgets nothing. With such a standard 

as a remembering Deity, men could be warned to do. good 

and not sin, for their Creator would punish them ·:·though 

they might forget. The Rabbis said: 

Scripture writes: 1Remember (0 Israel) 
that which Amalek did to you. Israel 
said to God: 1Master of the world,' 
you say to us remember, but YOU remem-
ber, because we forget what happened to us, 
but there is no forgetting before You, 
so You remember what he did to us.•29 

Thus do the Rabbis think of God and His attributes 

and His qualities and His .abilities. 



· Chapter 2 .-

TORAH· 

One of the most important :things in Jewish· life 

in any age is Torah -- the Bible, the moral teachings, 

Law. The authors of the Midrash made study· of the Torah 

one of the guiding principles of their teachings, and to 

prove the worth of the . Torah, they wove many stor~es and 

created many comparisons. They present the quali tias of 

Torah, and the good that it presents. 

One of the common interpretations that modern 

Rabbis make of the quotation, 11Ye .are standing this 

day"j-:)1'.;-, J)'<"~j jj)\c. is that not only those who were pres

ent at the time of the giving of .the Law .on Mt. Sinai, 

but also those in successive generation, even to the pres

ent, i.e., us today, were in effect, present. The authors 

of the Midrashim made this point clear in their writings. 

Moreover, not only did they consider their own genera-
. 

tion equally bound by Torah as if they had been with that 

generation at the foot of the mountain, but they said 

that ALL generations that in the future were. to proo eed 

from the loins of the sons a: Israel were to .consider them

selves as if they too were witnesses. Commenting on the 

words, "This day112 the Tanchuma says: 

In each and every day Torah should be 
as dear to · you · as if yoU:

3
· received it 

this day from Mt. Sinai. 



'· ., , ..... ··1 
~ · ...... . :. ,. !' 

· " · :And;all·,should :~busy themselves1'.,with .. >. , 0 ,,: 

Torah.and establish i:t as if they re
ceive~ it·from·Sinai.~},, .. ,·,.,,.,-.•: ;,1 ,::•\1.'.h 
J·:,:.l ~~-i/,_.1.(-·;·: .~.·:;.~.,-~ ., '.:\/\· :r·-

Every man.:,.of;:lsrael:,was.,to ·consider.:~orah !LS '.if created 
,,;-,,•} • '•" •, 1•: ,• ~'•,<s •I,\'' •._•j•~•' • ~-• :~,• '! 

• • . ... . .' • ~ •.• ' ' .. ·l • I • • • • .. .., .. 1 - l' 

for him, and to disavow Torah.and neglect study was the 
-~· .. '_>;r:: ,:;·a'!'.·l~-::~; i\/i·-·;::·~:•-p·>;-i.t':·:. ·::··'.;·.:.;, ~;,;1'.!:":-,): 1 • •• :,_., -·:-'1 =-~: _:·.:·t,·:.-

same as disavowing God, as they wrote, 
.·.~·-. :~t: 1 :·};, ! ~;•,-:•.·-::! t:··t~t.,1.1:·;·b 1-: .. -:~-,_:· '..J_-·: ,, .. i:;'i.·- ... --s··.- :::> :·.::·{· 

·. !;7d:~;i~~7~~~:5wor~s. of Torah are 

Not.only·this; but it was:to be understood.that the,Torah 

was·,not only given to each and every person, it was also 

given in terms :.that, .. he,,could understand., foz, example, 
' ' Ir • 

the words~t:~IJI~/: 'J)~'.~01i. judges :and ~ffic~:r~ ~ :;in -,D~u~eronomy 
j::~;.: :··:1_ --~-·--r.~ ,•,,· ... ,. .. : ... -.•,· ·,·:_:· ..... ,_. .. 

16:18 call•,to.:mind,.that there, were no·more .in the days qf 
·~- :::.:-::;':i.,, _r:~ .. \ ~:,,:,:···.-i ·,:" .. :·. ·. ,·.- .. :· .':.,.-·\_: ' 

the Rabbis,.,;such.leaders.• in the: congregation as judges or . ... .. . ,:: '. ~ ,_ 
f;~··,; :.: . } 1:1 _ l,, ,, , ,; • •.,, \·_.:_.: (.: ~ ·,' • .· •. ~,., , 

officers ,·:·so they:, felt· that· such. ·offices' should, be trans-
.• ! ' ! ,.· '-'. - •.' ., •• 

lated into. offic~:t-s .of their own community •. · Thus, .they 
" . . . ' 

said that.:. ' ! ' J ~ ~ 
"· -.' .. . 

• •, , •• i_ ( ,;·I'; ' ' . " ··i ' :·1 ,. 

Judges 
1

: these. are· .the Dayy8.111m1 . and.· .. · 
officers, these are the iarnassim ..., 
who : gU:ide .the · comm.unity. .'. • · : . · : · : ' .. .. . 

' .. : :, _. 

Thus,· each man was to· feel .that the ~orah had releyancy,, ': 

for his own day.,' and was ,not, jus.t, the historical wri:t;.ing1:1 

of the . Hebrews in the dayf!::.. c,f., ,the Kings ,,.of.,. Israel and,,., , , 

Judah •. · .. If -the. people of :thei-r Q.~Y:.: n.o. longe_r,J1ac:l j1:1,dg!9s . ( 

and officers, so:. they: no' -longer"' hap. ~J,ty. gate.I!'.,: ~d, ,~hus 

the authors, of· the ,midrashim, :relt., .. obliged:.to.i int~rp~et ... 

tho· pbras. . . T .,,., l, • \:,'.A' yr i J'lh •Jl" ~ <i I tL Ji I ,'<Q,ll 

hJudges, and.,~ off:icers: sh~t: th,9u,.pi4e._rt;p,~e,_i~- .~lli,tpy, LY:,\ 

gates11-·(Deuteronomy 16,. 18) ,:. s.o ,tllat ,:the :People ,woulc:l,,µn-



..: 

!'!• •:-. Tc :•{~~~11!-~~i!~e;,,;h!?•~o~;:;!1:~,dtt~~~~~~e~, ',:; <· ;.,, 

o,'• ·', -_:_'.:;_ /;bring. Jtl .jd~wnJ• .r ·~-;- ·B.ut- .the, -,wis_e ,man ... say~,,;-•1, fr; ·; .. ,:.>3',·_-.·" 
- - . . 11Did rio't -s oriie. one· ·'suspend '1 t'i"' - Aria. he . -

; i;: takes a ladder or a stick and brings 
it down. So anyone who is a fool says: 
"When, will .I succeed ,in reading the .... ,.,,.;,,/ 
ent"if~ 'faw,?}11 :·,;Bµt,' .t~e .. inan ·,~J:io .'i's, . ."wia'e,' - , , 
what';,qo'.e·s-, 11.e ·do'?' He l'earris-'"one''·chaiiter 
eve"rly ·day until he completes the whole 

, , . , ... Jaw:., •r,,0.odt s~_id,,. ,11-It; is,, nqt, _too,. hard:• -, •.:,,:,:·t.1, .· , • 
..... ·. ··ror''you11 ·(ne·utero:hoiny'J0:11)~' but· if'. .. 

. ••· ' . , !;~~i:n1;: ,.,:!!f *'i};, ~~~!::•~:-,~, 1,,0,, .h 

, .. N:o dpµbt .. the I,iab_bis--,,had difficulty: ,.:wi_th, stuclents 
••. _ •.. .- • 1,·,;. ,,. J ... , ~- .~_,_C_. \, 1., , •• ~. ;1 •. ·•, --~ ,, ,' . ., • __ ~. .•. •• • .,•-·,. ••• .... ) 

for other reasons. Like those of our own day, there must 
. ';. ,: -: ' : . ·;. i'.'. j .... 

for. -~~~.'.Ii~? b,:1.~ ;I. g9,,! ;pJ~;, _gr\~ a ~c d1:1A~i-~:,',;~-C)-; '~~plc~~n: :t~~ .v_10,r,~h 

of;,~ ?ra11.-. 1:- F ,i:r~.t--~r ,)il,t, ~; ' i~) }· s' .. ,,I E!:.':1-i~~' j,f.?;' O~t,, I :s .. 1!;~ It I~ . 
thl3_Y.,, ~X:Pt-~t~•i,!,~t,~ .f.!1'~.~:!. i~::,~.~;_: h~d,_1 fpf, ore1.my_,s;t:; J~ fiP.~ :' :,ye 

the language ~o stu4y, ~d then one must. follow ,thei\COm•,, 
\ i • , ·1 • ; ) .' • • : t ' • , I • '' ., • '; ,._: ; ........ ·' • ., •• .,. 

takes on added meaning. Thus, this charming and famous 

Ii 
r 

·,I, 
i 



• 

story to pro· ve'~,the worth- :o·f- :Torah• , ... ,.-.,-.n•· 'Y'··"-·""l ' . • ,_,J .. ....... ,. :~ '" ... .,,.~ ~NL ., 

:-:..:1 t t nr~.s B, .: - :-.;. :· · \ .)\ \ .~~ ·: :· -::· '- __ · __ , 

Th1s'n(.Torah) :•isol:ike,.a:ri::old man whor:is 
~1 ttingt.'by, '!:,he ,road,·cand1·.,there )iiflbe
fore him two roads. One is thorny at 
i'ts .1on13et; ;;,but :.:its: .end ,,is <t?roa.d;, :.and on!:)J·"-:) t'. 
1s at the beginning pleasant and its end 

.:·'. th :~,~,::i~::t1s ,·thorny. ,,And the· one":•Who wasr,aitting,_1,.\,~• 
at the roadside would warn the travellers 

, '.:i:.•t:1.r•::,.JthatTthe begirming'.;Of 1this·,.one ::·1'Strthorny·;;\;,';_,,, 
a.nd he would say to them that even though •· 

-~-.c , :•,::-·•. -,,y.ou might see,,that .. the':",beginning of this 
one is thorny, go on 1t, for its end 1a 
nleasa.nt. -'.·And·:all who were,:,w:1:ae would - . ' . . ~ 

11stez;i·,to him, 1 andr,wou1d·.:take,,1t,,-.and:i 
after :·a ·.-111 ttleFbi t rof,: fatigue :,would,twalk 
1n: ipeace1 ,a.nd;;go ,n1n.Jpeace. :wBut ;'those who 
would not::listen to him:·would go and ... : 
stumbleyin,,the end.-9, •,•1·:1 ;;_ ~< .::.? 

The Torah: _is so,,~mpqrta.nt,, ;:, !,heY.(; !la+dn,th,.a 1, ;-th~:, !'fh<:>.t~-:.1 ··· 

_An9-:, GQ9- B.~~~'~ t,9 p.~~ :,, t~MQS~~ •• :? I1,,c:re~~~-4,, 
t,he:·wof.ld pl'lly ;f_or·.~h~/s~~-~ 9.~:; tJ?.~c 
Tprlµl~ yl9-:-' ~~ 1·~ ~-: :~: ;·· ;·:: ·•,; ~ ', J~ 1: ::_7,~. ~: !_. J. c-' 1: i.. ,':_.·:··._(~ 
~•·:t;~i.:tt.::::::•r;;·) :_:-·) :·::,. t~ _;; ·,.-;·:,Jr,. H:~•1·• -j(" M·:'t-~-

Thus, God aimsel~; '-1? ca;I.l~d.,._1;,o, t!3§tif'Y::. of~t tJ:i_e:,.worth of 

Torah • 

-~!l~<:~e:w~pd._:- ~ft .~.:Ll, gc;,pp,," ,t~i~~<' \r~.~. ~~ ~J?.P.;:,,~in_~ c, 

1th1ng, fPP:-,~;Lln,ang. _f39 .t,.~~ 'l'p_:r~h.\1,~,: 9?n~J~~r,~i9-,1 a_~ f$,opd,,,, 

·:-,.(•:, l,:::.v:in[T,he,:_!l,ppea.i pJ,,,do_ing~,spµi!3tP,i!l~ .t~~t.: w_:1.~lipia~~,_. .. 

,yo.u·_,happy:~1,W~.s .\_'Te_l;L-kne>~.,::t91 ,'!:,he,, _I'a_:bp~,s., ,So .. t~~Y::, ~~~:q) .:·c.:' 

' -,thi~ '~S.:•.a.1 ;rewal'.dt :t_o::h~m,. !\'.lh~, -~:i:p~ld, _s t:udY::•,·, : 'l'p,E!Y,, qE!,r:i v;e~, t, 

that;.· t~o s e_, ;:W:\10. s ~ \J.d1ed J~pulft. ... be;• lla p:py , , ,f 9:r,_,, ,~~~ ~P.r.~ ,s, ay:s 

'f'~GJ''.">19' f:\!::J.~.~~.lr_ .. _:~-1~6i> b<? j"\'11Ntl . (Deutera,J.,.,,.// 
dnomy 26: J:ll. '·:JA.nd .. '.J:t):lqu .s~;J.-:t~, z:~joi9~_:.:~n ;~}.l,~t.he good 

·i.:?:i'tr;d. · .. ::~t11 ;:~~I'it.iY.'a (E:;c.e\eB:1:·.~:~; t ( .. 5; ~-)-; (:1 ) ~ 
which the 2Lpr,ci,.r!ib.Y;.'.~d,.; ):~_a,J •. h :g~:Y8J!i'.}.lll~9;.,t,J:ie~ ,:~:.~I,ld 

'
•.••,.'·,··,l"'. .•1,.'','1"'t~.,}' 'Q•'>, r-,~. 1' \ r,·,.,·,)-\\ .. ,.•j rr•1•·-•• (,,.(.,\. ,·r,.,_\·••)·1 ., 4 . , , -.. ~.,r; .. 1.,.,l.•,:,,.~~· .. , ••-~.l•J°! ,!'-~~:;:_, _._\ ... ,.·:l-l.t 

' I 



o:f\:Toriµi_ ,wi~h ::w:cg~4~ S~Q.4ras.:3.tq.es.e.: ;-:::1 -:l1•,-;,,,.; ::; s ,:::.. 1: ,, ,,. : 

'l'he :,.wo.rc;ls 1 of T9r,ah are_ -g~!!.c_e . for, •:;your,: 
old ,age. ,_.; Ho_w is.c.t,his? :: : Wh~n. a,.-;-leai-ned 
!llan: gr.owe • . .-old '. al•l flo.ck "c!!.rqund· him and , 
co_x:i,sult h~~_;gn,;wor,~s of,:.t:he~Tor.ah. -"··"' 
Thus, .. ,_~1?,ey;,1shaJ,l .be(a chaplet of, grace 
unt,o :t.hy.•_:he~d._.\_ (Prpyerbs; k, 9) ~-12 

: ., • t· :, ' .· . ' ~ . . • . ., •.••. - ,: 

One does not even have to be aged to receive the honor due 
~:_;_:_~i .. ·.:\?~<-~-~::~ ~:.~~;t:' _,.._~, ~ =.·.: ;: ··; i--c:: ~. '\)F?.-i~~ .-.:?t: .. ~•"_;·:.::t~.:_··.' .. ;·1r 

one who is wise in Torah, for the following Midrash does 
" ... 
' . '. 

not specify-any age: 
·_,:· .. :~ :·· .1.•'.":<~~: f'~:•j;:~--~ .. L:~· L.~.-i.:i:~ (~ ~~ -~- . . ··:··., ·.:• :. ~--.::·~ C . ,,:•:':..:• '.· .. > G:!<.•·,: ~;.!·;i.)~·: 

When he . (Moses) began speaking the words ·· 
:.:· .· . ,. ,,, , qf Torah;-:·bo.th~.the :·heav,enly::i.and,.the ,i:·:-:, ·,~_1 :1 

· earthly beings remained silent and· 
. / ,, ·:: .r .>.•hearkened:~unto ,:his :words. How do we 

know this? From what we read in our 
text:-: cl;- ~_.Gi•ve .. ear," jye ·.heavens 1-·•,,and t_I , w_ill 

"(. " )3 speak,· 'J,.' ·Deu:teronomy:,:32:l .•. Ji.· .i -:-.,:,· 

Torah·,.was:to:f'·:.the;,great'est .inegotiable :value. The 
~ ·, ~:..~:. \·: ~-· ;- . · •. : ,'; r~ r': >; ; '. ; :.·: <~ :-l ;: • ! ;::.~:: :.~ ~:f ::;·:.: 1., ,~, en!'!. 

Rabbis warned lthat-.,it \,:raa i.l'ike ,_.a, gem;- :tha:'t could not be 
J:4 ~eplaced.-. ·,:: •. ~h~Y-: ~~yis~ :,n.o.t.:.~.? ~ry :;t9. .avo.id, ~f\.tuc;lying-::i t, 

' I 'I 



18 .• 

he must learn Mishna seeks to learn 
11c1.':l.,:.. f) !'':-:,.'i:·;~~dii~~=~~~~--:~o~~-· -~almud ·seeks to 

E~1~,{ ·~1
11 .· .. ,:·. ~: · .. -... --'. ~'5: .. ·: ·· .. ~•:_,_;: \·: .,. .. : ·. •.:~.~-~··•.·· 

The Rabbis 1.1herehdeolare; .that\ '.~tudy qf '1:,os·t:..:B1blical writ
~;e r·-1. ·, )'(~ .. :r;'t(:] · ~-.r:~-~ i-:~~~_,D 1~ •••• - (t-~:-:,·-~};:; ::·-~· ~.--~·-::·~; !_.-;_r;: 

ings are valuable·-,~.:and' similarly: 'elsewhe're'.''they say that 
f!;• -~·,, .... c··· •\ .-- . •·'\ .: . . ,, .. ,,, ... -y,,•:.•~ - 1 •·J··.-,• .. ·,··~,. 

- •·••s~i •,: ,' ;,, ',, ,.,,.;.·, ', 1 ; ••'••'• ._o I ~.IJ ... \/ 'to•\• 

the portiona·:. 'of, thEF H&pht.a.roh'i c'o~res·p·ond1ng·: 'tothe Torah 
::.•?J.t '-•/;~::':.t~.-;/ :_•- f" 1)1•~ 'Jt,J·'~,.~:-. :~:.t- ·,~.\\'i;(: .. ~.:. 

readings 8:~(~;:/f~~;/D}t~;c~~j7n~/ ~;1-? \?t~::'. ~ ?5 lv7 
(Deuterononiy,.,2:-1)·~,1?Give,•ea1•; the n'iidrash ·states: 

:'.~'.'":''.ii•,!,~·~:\t, :. ,L-;·;·1•-:I~~.,:; [::'P ·;·1h-; ,,;::::.'<~_;'j · . .:":1 l.,.1~\ 

Isaiah'; sala:;·· 11Hear o heavens, and give 
ear,· 0 earth11

. (Isaiah 1:2). Why did . _ 
:.· '">- - -'.,,,Isaiah say-:- this? . Only to: snow·you' that·, 

all the words of the Prophets are as 
·''· '

10
' ; weigh.ty.:~."Mo'aes ·aaici'': 1 ,ji'~i-je...,!.s··~1j'3Jc,,"') 

?,-nd~-_sai~l:1. sai~,l_P.t:~?1,,.~~N~.: 11~Q,J ,c·r' 
, . ,.1. -- le..,, , .. l 7 ·. J ) . ·. · .. . · -· . · " -

J ~, • • '. ~ ·.1.···'· .,J, ,..·, .-.-•'> 1,t•1\•.· ,. ,., .... -~·"" ~-···c«·r i' ·n•:·,~, 
:, '·• ',', ,\ , .• ~•.: ,._ ~, ·- ... -........ ,. :, {.::... > ,, ••• ~J..J... ,.,_ '- ., ., .,,.t.~,. 

The'-Rabbis'2arel-'e.t1·theii:i":bestCwhen discussing 
·-,or} ... t :~:~ ·::.:')·:. .. 1/~-:_'.t·: '.c. ,:;:r~-~~~-· :.·.!\1~·1::~:)l'1 

the grea tnea iF·and'· -t~~•;" poiier "c;,f '.Torah•{': u~~r.ie;, numerous 
G':1.:~t :?-'.".: .. ,~ .:.:.1..:•·;-_,\·~·J! \'._;.t.:,'."..-:..:., .:~ 1 -. J,.-;-,.__, -~ 

seleotions:·,1from ~tlie'\Bibl~· to prove'' tli~1~ 'point, they show 
'I,.·-"!•',· t·-;~ 1\Y. 1,..,-._,·1· ·. r• r- '·.r·1~1c.e :- .... l".': :,,H:' 
tr\..•., ..... ,''" . ..,._,., .• -~· ~'"·: -'·· .c "' 

how study of,'the~1Torali 'Will"·prevent ta.f:aeases, and will 
tr:? ... ::~~: .... :: .< . 

cure those alr~ady afflicted: 
'f'fYt'A'l,- ~::.-~; ;:,_-;;·.r(!~.1::;:j,,.,·: .'-:~···<'.":,,,•.-~ \--~_:,:~ '.':'':",,-.!·.·~-i:1

;_• 

The ~bbis say': ltir' you, desire not to 
...... --~ 1 :t, 1 suf:f'er · earache or··;paii:i ·-•iri? one :oi' ·your · 

" ' .. -~~~!~i :,;~;1!-rtn~t~!}rc{~~61iri~~ y~~r t~:i'; 
and come into Me; , hear, , a~d you~ · s 0t\1, 

·:-,.:,•, •~;.1":·:':··sl:ia1I'"live. '·"· (Isaiah: 155:3) ;·18; · ' .... · · 

~~ft~~\ ,r~~~~~~ ,,~~_so ~:o~~!l\ ,~~ptil_13;r;:r;,.-~h9.~ /l'~f~ ,will 
. 20 

aid digestion and a tongue-tied condition. , A .. clever _;_·,:r- -~ 'L, ;·~ :•-,;~·•.-, <:•.,;i,. ·,t(;\~: 1·:- {l]i.~ ~l~~i.' ..:.:·:!U\C ... ~ t, .. ;.~,;; :;~~ .'. · .. ·' ' 

~~~f ~~~~~i'.n~,1: ~-f.. M~;s;,~ 't l,i~~-.i.r.~1-:p~;;~~~f-Yj;P, \~~ the_. ~n ta-
. . . . ~ . 

teuoh is evidenced by the following, which shows that the 
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Rabbis read the Bible with a critical eye: 

How do we know . (That Torah will cure 
o?:J,e who 1s tongu~..;tfed.)? For,· see':·· _ 
Scripture wri tee· of Moses before he · ·· · 

_was privileged to receive the Torah, 
11 I am not a man of' words." (Exodus 
4:10). But after he had proved hiin~ 
self' worthy of the Torah his tongue· 
became cureq. and he began to spea.J; ·· ·· 
words. How do we know this? From 
what.we have read in the passage.under 
comment: "These are the words which 

·Moses spoke. 11 21 

Even as God did not create the world except for the sake · 

of Torah, se> 1s Torah as n.-ec~ssary to· the_ world as water. 
' • ' • < • • • : • ' 

· · Just a.a· the ~rorld 1s not ·able:- to ex:' 
. ·1st without wa.ter,''and without it man 

·ca:rinot make 'liiniself' 'clean, so· the · ' · 
world is not able to exist without 
Tora.h,0:a.nd Torah teaches 'how a nian' ; ... 
can make himself.clean. And just a: 
man does not plant _a'. tilee without' 
water, or build a house, so 1s the 

·wo'rld··unable ·to endure 'without 
·Tora.h. 22 

Torah,·as mentioned above, was compared to a· 

· Jewel, which 1s a worthy ·and fitting comparison.· But 

· · such · a · comparison shows no great talent· for· ab111 ty to·:•·_.· 

· make comparisons, as it is an·obvious comparison.·· The 
. . cleverness of; the Rabbis is seen ~rhen Torah is . compared 

·' . to' such-: lo~rly and' bizarre things as water, ·oil, . honey,,·. ---·· · - · ·23 · · : 'w1ne';'1m1iltr:etc~ · ':.First·,· w•· see how powerf'ul'Torah· is 

,,. . 
·.1..:· .:·, .. .!t·u.::. Just as water . wears away rock, eo To.rah 

wears away the heart of stone.24 

·• ) ; , : ' " 

The love for Torah, and the great respect the Rabbis had 

for it, a respect which_dfd not cause them to withdraw 

from an intimacy with 1 t, can be seen in the following· 

• 
I '. 

I• 

'' I. 

'' I 



Midrash: 

20. 

The Rabbis say.,:;'.,.tNT.l?,!3 Torah is compared 
to five thingsr't-later,·.rwine, honey, milk, 
and oil. Whence to water? For it is 
written: 1Ho, everyone that thirsteth, 
come ye for water.•;•(Isaiah 55:1). Whence 
to wine? For it i's 'written: I And drink 

~;b:n;,:55~e, :!~~~I t~.a~~~:in~~~\~11!~,9Vt~~6J'h3h t~:, 
•:r, I:•,-:ct,,,,,F,or,,,.it, is·•said: 1Honev; and,milk -are,, 1,,,,.,.,J··i····•.•• , . ·,·, unde'r• thy" tongue I ( s·o~g· or'· Song's" 4': 11r~ ". '· . ' .. ) 

:•.:l '.t;,;;t,.S ~~ci~t~s 0 ;½i: b~~~~!t·rt:·t'~~~1so~r!:e· ;;f :-:~, •• , 

,. _,. 1.~ongs_ .. 1:3),. ,.For,,justas.,o.il is.at .. r ,,:,. ;:r.;,. 
first 'bitter 'but in· the end .. sweet; so 'to·o 

, 1,1 ;: •:,ii.t!: ~.8:,.th~,;.l'.JOr.~s. of. the, T,<;>r~;,: a_~:• fJ.rs~f.~ .•. : .,.:· ,, ,,:_ .• 
· man has to labor in them, but in the end 

,,,:;;:-. •t 1 i: he ,,benef.its, by them, as;:.i:t1 }s ~ai_~,. }And,.,·• , .. ,., 
. though''thy' beginning wa·s·'small ·yet they ., .. ,, " 

C ·'' •': ,· ·. :, ', _ell,~. ~~oµld g;'e.!i:~ly i:n~rea_~_e.~ / ;.,J ~?b J ,et: 7).~ . C,'.j .,_,,.;,..i 1.: li 

•·.· , .• r .•.. • · .,, ,1 , • .Another. explana:tion:., .... Just as., oi,l g:i;v;eB.·: .... ., 
life to the world, so. too do· ·the· 'wo'rds" of· :.".r ,,,~-

" .. Torah give, lif,e to, ,t;he .w;orld. ,_1,.ru,s:t as ,,. . '•· .·, i.'•··" 
. . .. oil g1ves light to the ·world,· 'so'·too 'do''·'·· . 

:,,.i. •:•;• .. :•,: .!, !~i1~?t~s of. t,he. Tor~ g_i;y-e,1,}igpt,\ ~?., tA?- •?; :., '.;.,:,;;;~' 

<-1.i-:·:-~.-, ;_,·'. .. '.'- .,; . -\ .. ·· _· ·· .· ·; ~. ::_·: '. ,: r:';< 4 !_,~'; .... :L.!'.~t>:•~: tJ·:.---, r-1 '.• •. .s, .. ·, 
were amazingly familiar with every word contained therein 

for Torah., 

-:' 1 !_,~;.:•~~ ;-~J.J:i) 
,' :, •·',' ; ' /\ 1·1 ·: 'I • ·•. ,; 

. ,, ~ ... l. • ,I .t 

\:::1 <: (.~ r,.:ti!J .. a_1Ji_•_r:!d; 
. . 

'-,:••·· ;_.~~, YiUi:'_?"'LO ~ 

I', 
' 



•• ,:-,"1 •; t t 'lf ·• ·· 1 · ·1 f c., ~ ., .. <. ·r"•r;1 ·,~ -~ ·'.-, -{ ~1 
~_, •- '--•• ,I f. :l• !."•?- _i_.' !. - 'I~••- ; . ..,) ' •· ·~ ,. ._, - ·'- ~· • ·• ' .•. ,. 

· 'I - t.. , -. i .. · ,., • ·1·· ·• ..... r · • .; ··· :, ·•- ~,j ~• t • ,·• 1"'i·1 .: :n · -• f "ii~.,.,n .... ,1 1 •1H• 0 •··1 v.,ti l.·,, 1. .. : ..... ·> ., .. 1.,~ 1..:~•.l't 
,\ - • ~ ,· ,J, •• ,. ~ ... ,., .. ., "' • 4 • ... , ' 

\.·•.,...t :;1- ··•n""" ~,•!i,''-·'Cha""ter 3•-·11·i',•1r .. ,:, {'·,(;I~ '.,-,h.LJ 
UL -· .< 1'1 -••'.-' ~. J., '•' • ~ .... ;;;;;.;.:!=:......,=---.. • ,. •· "' '-' • - ~ • ' 

. . ~ 

(' "t-1 -!-. 1•J 4• ,t~ . ."f ;. f·, ,:,_ fH;-'YI • '(• t'. t•; t' -~ -r r1 ('? ::~ )~ J:"• J_1 •:\ "!_ 
•• 1, ._,.; I~·~•"-• ·.·~·\•· , .• , .... ··- -~·-·· .• ~ . .. 

, h ·, ., · ' ·• r1( •· · ""' r• , .. , .. ::i~)r-:r:,C,.\ .... £.~ ~.!.fl~~ .. !/i t·~:-~: ~ '.L .s.1~- .~-, .. B 1·-~,"' ,_ ~-'J. 

·-c,·-c':L., :' .. i;··.,. .. ,,.._,_.1,::::c1 il' _,.•t;·\', r .. ~·.{_ w}•f·•r• ht--v,. .l.. ~ ·,., ' ••• · ... ··'' ~ •• , ... •' • .. ' ·' "" • ,-.,. •• ·~ • . .. 

~~;:d)~;.t;\ 1,,_·J . .};h I-:·~:\•:~_t\:1MOSES :i.(: •r,~pi t!.:,f:'i.J.; .. 
.,,,·.,"' \t,•-, ,,,,., ... ~ ....... , ... ---~~-... •q·l:P t • L,r.:1d·•,, ... ·,•i:~'!'~1nrr:1· 

l..''J,.'~ ,l. \. •J 4.,, ~• • .J.. ·•••~•• \ ,. .~ •••.JI , I • • ~ 

The}mbst outstanding figure in all the Midrashim 

,on .Deut:er9nomy:.: is Moses'.l':,; This:) is quite-''Ulld
0

erstandi.bie'~ 

as~:Moses ,is; traditionally•'corisidered the author'1or:•the··,·:· 

Torah,' and :since the eventsr concerning· muCh," of"his',life::

andr-death,:iplayi:such·,1a :great role in this particular vol-
:; 

ume. Yet';• we 1find,1tl'iis :hero ''Of Jewish life not without 
'\l .. , . .,. ,., ,. 1 '!f,.1,.1•.1 -~ 'J .,. ,~ 1 ".f, ·,·~ v, (:,.,-, -;,• j .. "' ,:. :::_;r; 
. l\.J~!•:•.' 1, I.J.·-:t.,, 1.,.t. I ·. ~.4 ,, '-•'·'·•• , , -~ •• • •' • 

personal faults ,lind·i'.weaknesses~1o'."Juda.1snF~never pictured its 
·,:,r·. _ _j...;~; t.~J b-~-:., ~{):'.1\;-'~.:.~.t-~;1·:~ ·:... ... 1 i:~•,;i::•-·.-;-- ~~'.-:f;• 

patriarchs .,,and 1'noblemen with any of the untouchable perfec-

tion that ?other.•religions ::•view:'their leaders; "Mos~'s· ;is :~hlit" 

gr,eat&st cman vin ,;the' :.Eive :;,Bo'oks', ·'.yet ':he f'fs lalfsd •rebel'l1'6'usf 

to,ngue.-tied, ~arra1p.:to~·call1::hims&lf ;•·a 'Hebre·w~; arid· tt·s '•nc,t 

b.eneath ~.being ,.disrespec.tful tci:;God<Himse1f~'•"lRe'gardless /. 

the: Rabbis pic:tured-·him :hot-,:as' a •moder0for tpersori'al1'tcon

dµct ;· :;but1 as ... onet-::put:·;1n ;a,: ·situat·ion,':,produce'd rthe mcfst ,, .. ,,··,

p~ec ious ~:objec_t: known, .. to ::the ,nrews'. ;:..;,.:,:, ,the>Torahl, -~' arid ·there

by-, hi'sJ _ntche :asJLthe '.gr·eatest personage in Jewish history. 

Moses: even': has 'great: personal 'virtues. He shows 
r~ • • t ,r.f'!J··,. ·: .· t.., ,_..(·;· -- ... "1'' -•·r 1-:.<, ~1•,,·1~ 
l)!~~~,1.'•/1,,. ,.-...'~ ... _:•~ "' ·'· ,_: .. -.\_ . ...... ~ ," :, I~,,'~.•~-~•- .'~'.: ... ,: ·.~, . 

himself humbleJ,before.God: .. r, ::·_; i;;i,. -t,,.,, :,.,.,. ,·: 1 

\{.-1.1~~t-·~.--':tlf/)t' (;cf} ·;···.·.~:.·:,.·; ·.~·.-.: !·_,,-\, ~;.~,.::.: t i iJh:'t~. 
R~\;Tanhuma. s'aid: · ·,11This1 i:nay:;bEl 'c.ompared 
to" a niari who had' some purpJ:e: for: sale 
and cried out 'purple, purple.• Tb,e king 

·:•;_.,, .·.· ,,. .... ,,looked,o.ut of. the window ind.heard-his .:-• 1 ~ ·' t,.\:,·, 
..... ·cry, so he called him and asked, him, 

;:, ; ,:·:,1.'·.r,-·1 • 11Nhat,, have you for sale?' He•· replied, :· ,_ -.•~-- t·•~-:.,.,?;\ 
· 'Nothing. 1 Thereupon the king exclaimed: 

l • , !" ·• ' -..,.,, .. •. ·.:}Ic,heard you,.calling out, purple1,·.purplei, ,,,:.: 
, and yet you say you have nothing to 

1 
i 
i 
:r 
,,~I I ·, 
I ! 

' 
I i 
I ' 

I\ 



·'-''.\: dlc1:selll' He replied, 1Sire, true, it is 
purple, but before you it is as nothing. 1 

s·o, it': 'was wi'th' Moifes'~ ,: .. 'Before~··G'od :who 
cr.ea:te~:•~t~e inou·th· and 1the 1power :·or, -ii·. 
sp·~eclf liei 4,ec'la.:red,' '·1.:I: ~• riot·,iai mari 'of.:: 
words 1' 1:V"(Eiddurf: 4:l0J·' ,out rwlfen'·'•he'l'!. \ r.': 
spiok'e'' .wtth ::Isr'ael ,11:ft! fs;•:'wri tten,:.,:;, ,.· 
~~-_h_ ·e~e: ·~re:'the·, 'words_r: · ~Jpeute'ronomy'.'i•-) 
1•••1')·.;J. ••·•~l'. k_,r),, '.'t\'.(1 ,f,~\jt (Yf·t,. }'f~.--. 

22. --· .... 

1/:t:,,:• ,ii. :,l1_ : :· .. ;: :; .~{ r,,:; ',;:;j,~· f_',,,;;,~;; i_-::, 

Similarly;''w~: se·e •th~t; th,e!-Rabbisi'pictured Moses, after 
••·•-•"'·-~1-1••~'J·"'1'(.'I ,, .. 'J\ f ,l .. \'.~·,:.-_;':-..:._; \J,., \:::,i(l:J·(:~· (l~.,•(}('; 'J'S ,,c•-\'lpr"',,,-, 
• • 1 • • _... ' • ., • • •• . - ' ••' .1 • • •• •.• 

Joshua had·:ta.ken :dver ;leadership, as one who was not too 

proud 'to :entreat· for thos'e 'favors he' lia.d• been.:;accustomed 

t ·o ,·r ... e· ··c'e· ·iv"··e· ··L•a·· ·s, '-h-is· •du'e··•.· 1 :: '.;. '.:,,:: ·.' c:,,, ·· -· ' · · ,. ·i •'J' i • , ·. • ,. , ·,, ! ,. : , · '~· .. ' '. ' .. . .. . . ' . ' ' .. ' ' . , ' 
,' . 

,,;•;·:·, ,•,' ~:R;:;H~~ ~-aid:•i:•"Aif so·onia.1:1-•·God· s'aJd,,to 'Iil :',;·,. ,:;h·, 
Moses, .•Hand qver your office to . 

: i,c,_.,:,, ', Joshua,'-1•:;immedi'ately. Moses began t6 i~:\ ::'.-0,:> ,,,; ,, 1, 
.. _ . . . __ .. ,pray. tQ. be permitted to enter the 
.. , .•·: ~:.~--':·'--~--larid~--n,i_.:..__, ,_,.:(·.-:-, ~-:r;.· ,._·_._·-·::·· t .. -•. ·.·;,1!·•.::· t~:5.~;; :,\:·;--_· .. : ·1·~1-~.t 

.,' ·· 1 .) '.:;,. ,:;There:mtist t:have' been ,a a/time' in• Judaismi'whenC:groups 

.t;an:tJa.?t6'-"iiiak~ro:f.tMos~~ 0 a •'::f6rmi)of -immortal deity,· ,;based on 

th~ i~ck :of ]passages 1"th:at d~scribeihis.laotual\'death.'.andt.•; i' 

burial' in i:1:
1 :sp~cific pl13.Ce • ': One •ot 10 the0importimt. ·concepts 

c·oncerning Moses would destroy such attempts. He was 
··., : ' ' . . - ~ . 

merely another··,;morta.l, 'wlio'; as ill':men:,:,:must die.' 'tCi:>hcern-

ing''the"p'a.'ssage: in-'.'Deuteronoiny 31.:.14•,.·where-Moses •· isl.about 

. ·. ,· ' ' i <· Moses· saidl tc>' God: 11Ma·st'er;, of·. the 
Universe, must I die after my eyes have 
~i~~·ss~?-''. a}}· t~~t~• gl~l'! and that·• power? 1 

Wh'er!3upon- Go~'· repl_ied·, •-'Mo_ses,/ JWhat , :· 
m:tgh'\;y mah "is•1he thatc.·llveth and §hall 
not'''see' death?" tt,:. l .. (Psa:lms',r89:49).·J:, ' · 
;-;;~~?.:.i na .. ~~-~·~'..,..,t~ t .. c:•.-~i:;i :,1.-"w'.:~.1 1 ,, ;_:, .:: ;,·:·' ,·; ·.,: 

The Midra:sh\co'ntinti'es :/ ~i:t'irig 'a's ."mighty, men 11 ' people like 
.l.l"! .<,H~£"',;:~·f~·:., __:.4::. 1.~ ,.:~. \: ,";

1
-:_.,;·. J.:-.:-:•.::; 1,:, i;. 4 !·, ~0.'(;:· ;:, :,.' 

Abral;lam,, Isaac and Jacob, who · died too. 4 And even though 
•·.: .... :. ti..1't!t,.G,1h)-L"'~-) S.-.C.t)f/i .. , 1:1 t:n.,.-q· '.\'f:,,~·:. ~Jf:··~ ;\? ~;,i ~,,._,., ··.•·· ~-,,! ·: .,··: '.-,,. i•:t · 

. ' . ' ..... ·.•·.- ,,,,, .. ~~-- ....... ,- '.:.· ., .. ,\_,, ·-•,;· ~'-.~:: 



, •- ·' "-' -·" ,·, R- r <,A'b•'-·u· -said• "To what can this b• .,.• .. ~•• ,1•.- ... ,.. e ... A ~ ·,· • g 

compared? To one of the great men of 
',,the, kingdom.; '.Who. found: a• ·sword: unl-ike 
an,.: other in the world • 11;, And he· said: 
'!This ~is \-fi.tting ·only-for the- king.;'1 

~at:,d-i:d he ;do?.• He ·brought- it to ·the 
king. The king said, 11Cut off his 
head with·it.11. ·- So also said :Moses to.:.c<•l',:•:l():,;"\'" 
God: 11Wi th the thing with which I --

,. , .~:.;1 r,:,-i,1~a:~:~~~i~)~'.5. (Since :~eath is ·deore~d :1 1 i_·:: .;:;,, 

,~.:\:_:.,;~.::;,i·1 ,':(;..;_ .__)f ' •-••-··.~.:.•·•1,;·;!t .... ;:--.i1f~ r:•~.:,·. : ·::••~:--3:•:'.~•::,; !·<,:• 

So also is Moses compared to some of the lowly or le_ss 
.: :~·;.:.~:~;t •:-:in1 ,,'_::·, .;;~,•,;: :: ·; -~ ~ .. ril~ ,•~.(:·.~-••:• .·,;.,_. .. ,:\, ':i::,J_ ·; ·.\'.'·I_J ,/ 1. tJ 

honored.members of God's kingdom -- the Leviathan, which 
, .. :, :~('~ ·r. , ... ·:1.r;.6 :6:-!"_}i;., ~<)·~ ·· .. ::.:.•Ci •• . i,,i Tn ,-:~,,;-;:.;,;:-;;•f•:~,.~.- '\ -~·,t; f :.,t··,· '../'·:·,: ~' '\ 

must also die. In one of the longest Midrashim'in'·the 

-~] ~-- 1:,1 ;1; 
This passage depicts Moses standing before a judge, de-

p, 1 ~, ., . • ' ~ ' . •- ~ ., 

fending h+~~i·1,:1:fr~~~Jii~ ,AY{J~'g~;-~,~~}.~_~'~t·b'.;i,\·;#,e j_describea 
. • ai -~., :r~u.:.~L•S ~ .:··:>.: ·-:~,~~~'~• .. 1 1.~t- t'.·~u :!:~r··3 ·:_'.·,_;:: 

and lists (~J,l •i:t.P.~ ..:.I',f3_a~,9ns: :~~ ,li~,:: ~hoµ_ld 1 :b.~ g~]feri a light er 
F~1;·::-1,..·•t•.t~:;'.:~\.i)!(:_, --.y•,,· ~)t)~(D.~·'._;:,:_: ,-.,\,'< ·1·,lr:-i•~t .• ~ 

sentence, L9~t _ in J.;tlle, :-·~Il.d, ~ccompanies the· Angel of 

·. ·•i ,,_i,c.:I,;Jet,, }l:iqra_1:1;h, m~~f!, o_f. M,9s_es ;1:19me,<;>:n_~, nqt,;.in the 

same oat egor,y,; as, 1;rner.~• :me>rt~l~-•-;,•_:: H_e Lhas . ;not -1:tP..e .• ~tamf3 .. _tn-

f irmit-ie s ,as, m~Il a:t_,.theil', ,_deatq,: .:hi:s ~yes. -ar,e ,:not .<~~m, ·--' :; 

and _he -'.·is; riot,b~z,i~d,,:.in ,: thf3,-,-µsu_al*manner :.", ::- , : 0_, ;; ;.,, ,-.- ::, : 1 i •:; .. 

• · .. ,:-·.L :. All1.c.re.~_tur.~1:1,;go ;do~ tp_ :-.t.:he gr,av.e ,:with_\,o ; .·; 
their eyes dimmed, but as for you, your 

• ::r:r.,I< •,'. ,_eye:,_-is. not ,_4.,im.,.::oiA.lL,·~o~ta_ls .\ar.e.; .. ~is,"'.', .,,n:~-:-) .-; . , •-: 
posed.of at burial in vestments made by · · 

:_.· :·;_,-:'.>;-; ma?1,,,n.~ely,_:cof-fin,.~gt~~, ,a.n,d·,_shpq-qds,, 1,._-:-: _, :-: 

·· but you are d:isposed of in shrouds mage 
.. \·,n:,', 1 __ ,::-1:I?: Jhea~.en, ~-,Eipd ,~y_l>,ie_~•Ill:ac!e, til _1:le_av,en. : :::,,_, :,• ,. ,,_:_:-. 

~~~-:cgr~at,z;!;!s_s, 1,a~o;ve;f,(?,~hel\-;tt;I~~ i.i"'!a~ ~l~,C>_;~ecogpJAed!,by,_ the 
'•' - . 

I 

I.· 



cr~'•atures';' i;fnd "Cfod, .Tt160-_;:o'wept'~:9,h :EvJn 1'Go'cf $9:Ild ?tlie':!artg~i1s'P~l

a ttended'\}if's liiuri'al: 

Wheri 8Jii'1mort'aii lrdie ttli'efr :'.' r'e ta t'f-JJs 
and '.'tlieir'in'e'ighbors kt't'end· tneil' !') . .\.fl 
buri~l} but1Cii's'C'for''you.}1U:r,(l(,Gdd') 8 
My Court.will attend your burial, 

!..1•·1t r\ ... t1·'!t, .. _.,. f-.1c,~~.r:•o ... -l,..: .. m_ fi,.~.:--.~ .,,.:- t-\f.!', f•V,~G :J/ t-b:::; ,..,.... " •·•••:• •.. ·a,,.; nJ. ,_,.,\., \ .. ,..a;,.:' .-'1,\,;~4 ~I."-• .,.,_,,, "oi •-

• The entire l'.iidras~ic lit,er~tu;-e on Deuteron9my 
,i;•'tli'1t'> j ,1~ ! J~i-,> 1·,;;•f\'>:1::,1•· 11!' 1

~.-•••'1 "( ~, f~r,_., ••- t\t.\ •"-f:},.,,.\'f,:'.,]i~-• •1•_i-,_r,;~l.'-r/:.., j..._t/"•l' 
»~·.1.(J~'···· / ,,, H•' ... -.,~,_~---•-- "•"?._" ,,,._,,,;)\I •• ,, ·--~~"-• t-~--' •.•••.. 1.'.'\t, ...... , l;.~•-•-~ ... ,. .. ••· .-, •. f 

echos ,Moses I greatnes~ • .. He_ C?Ompares f~v9rably with. the . 
,._,;, 1',(:.,1,,·a ·,i-'·•;;.·,·, tt'1""..'t t·(..,.,;, ...J:i,,1·.1:'1 ·,~ ... •1•.~;•_.,,,,·l •'1'·.·1 1_0 1·:r1; .. ·••·•·1t:it(\ •·j; 

gre~t~·~t ~~~ ·;f :~-t~er,. ~a~'i·~~;~-1~.--~·a.·' ~;-e;; :~~~;a;~~·;, t~e· ,. -
~~-~f:: ... , ; ·. i: .... · ' ,,,1·. __ :1; ~ •-:-; .1;" ·,.t' . ., ~·:~.·v.~·:11~ :.1·1 ... n·.:. .i 

grea1:iest. men .. of Jewish life: ,Jl.d9J!l, Noah,, Abraham, I.saac, 
:-::.,.::1i{·,;·!1: ,.:•,::,,i t·, :...:,, ·,,,,•:. '·~.!i :-l.i.: :.<..,.,ic: '~,,, ,, . .,.~•·,'.:; ,:,•.'' ·:.·.:..>.n,; ;}•:'I 

Ja1?:~:~i ,· J'~:9;Il~,i:~i~,eit, :,~)0 78~.~!, ,? ). J.t~.,c1~l,~.P~t"at;?:~~ . .,,tryi~g ,,~!~_:_,::;,:.: 

shqw _the g~,e,,tes,t rO.f,,~o~~s.,, ~,ve;r.,.~ oth!3rs wi~ho,ut dimi~~-r 
• • ... '· ,1,.. '·' ~J .... ,I •,. J, J,_ -•~ '-· ·. • .•. ,., ~ -•, 1 •~ ,n J ~~ ; .• ., •• ~ _:i • ~ ':. t , \ \ •••• -.. \l • ..,.. \ ,~ 

is~i,ng ~r~.+,r,.,hi~h, stand,,.ing,_ ,,tp,e,,·l-119-r,,,.sh,}~,I'aw,s .~n,)?pove~bs 
, ... L? •• ••. ,.rt .. ,\ \,,.J.,;.1"11 .,.,., _.. ... ,.\,.,_,~~~•,•o ~ •~••~ ••.-•••• ,\.,. j.,l·.• ,;\~.,. ,,t.1 t.l ., . ..-· 

For' . four tini~~1 M6tfe's' :1bi~'1fsJ<i fJot his t,~~ '.:genJ:i-'at'fon .' bt:t ,, ,') ' 
.· . ' . 

the' (\-Jhoi~, ~'p Jcip'"i~···:11uid /'.'thus'• •i'b'.e1·1:axc:Ji1J" d'~'thei:n 'a.if:'.,: '.'''l l.!c t.: ·,·tt, 
, . • ., • ·r - '( I I . :· . . ·, ~: ... •' 

,,.,.;'• •t'i-,,~ •1•••••·y•,'\.~ r-'.\ .. '.-\..,_-,.,•t••••°i"c .,,.,J.., ... ,•! ,:;-., .. ~.-.-~•,•• "('"l'i\-,;l,,.i('"•f 

, ' ,,,_ .. • Moses· 'appears· throughout· 'the' ·Midr·ash · as 'the 
. . . 

standard for Cii1. 1meii•'-s' :\ict'i6ns"~'l.,t &\i'ch~'a"""bne 'a.id thus but 
',.. ·• •1kt•:i , .• '·if'·,~• . .. ' --,,· f I 'J{· ,.,., t,•,~,(''," ,.,-~·-:,• , .i~.l\; .. :.':.., .\.~;· / ... •!-.·,·; 1 'c·, .. ,;: , L. ·.,.,,._1,,,1, .. ~\-:.,,,;;,) 

Moses did thJ+~.:~}{;~b'.e, ''cpt\~~~n' ,,t,h~J:9,8,' ~.~~~1?,,9ll~ these· mid-
. ., _. ·• •• -~ r,~ t *t , lJ r ._ ~ ', ~· . .. ., ~1- .. I 1,, j L •H , , l,, ',. , •'. ~ - \, 

.. ,,./ ·•·.--1 , .... :. .... 5., ..• ,.. ;..::; ·": ~ 1 •.. ~,· ....... -~-". ~~-,.,.:_,. ' .. -, l H 
rashim. ·· Wheri,~1·'111' Mia.rash·,· ;the·'.Rabbis' 1i'eed~·s·omeone to 

I 1 ~,:)\t '•',f;,·r-,,•'ij'ff•i.''t'' ,"'• t ' \,,,I _4 ~"-•' 
., 'I<" .... ' '·-- \~ ~ ..... -•-~'( .. > t ·•· " ~ !I 

' . ' . . . . 

sp~!~: wJ~~.1~?~,~-' :PF ~'~~Jl::':~?~e ~~ .. ~;t ,,~JJ,~~ n~~?~,1-lh8,r~:~J.s ': 1°r 

to.f..igh:t verbally with the enemies-of Israel, Moses ·is 
• .. 1_·;,·:,t;f , ,.~ •. 

diatribe against Rome, Sihon is used as a euphemism, and 

' ., 



Moses 

ing, 

25 .• 

?:: 't.'~'1•'.- ,, 1~<:'..~i~~~:1~0~,7:~c~~~s ~,(_~~81;';:,~~. ~~~. 7~~8 ;:,?\(,t~~,1 ...... ,....... . 

'1'f.ge,,;~.! .. ~h:~. ~~~"'.(e~.1y \~9-~.~.~, ,an~.1 ~h~.;::~1,r~n~~::t?.:~m~~¼, v,~. ~,t 

We.have. seen. that the Rabbis uictured h1m .. aa unafraid of 
•ii'.J .. •'.'• ·:.,,.'°.', L'::·~~\l°('t·.:·: '.',',,';".·: ,,;)-·•,~•::;••:'.('llr:·.'.';:;J :-::."i.) ... - .. ,_,,·:·:•.'. ·, .. /J°'.i 

the ~l~~:,rl~ ~. ·: t: :.*~~~-_o: ~~~~h!:·~t~i~~ ?:~:-~~.~h_i~,: 

~n.ly .. "fh~)i\,~~ _ intez;v~n~.~>-: ~~- ~~,a.9,ct:t.~ ~hown as being ao 

powerful that ,t.h~ lleaven~ li~te~ed __ ~~ h!i:n l'lhen he ,galled; 
.J..·.., '. 1

_•:·-..::.·; ;;t.1~. :c.-··.,J ,:,,.·_,,:.:.• . .: ,:\.'·'.\ t, •. ,;-::· ~;~:-.n;·:\.-.:·, ... - .... ;, \-. .. , . .- ' ~ ., , ·- \ , .. 
for it say~:~fn:-r~~1:!ttfig~~~y :, 3~ ~ ~}: . •:-: ~itt~~ :r~(J'j]~?; ;. 11

Gfve 

ear, 0 heay;Il~ /'.~:.~:--:'.:*• '.?t~~.'-9~,h~':'; -;be'ri'''Levf pictures the 
' ,! ••• \, '., ~ ,, ,,. '--\ • ' ·- ·' ), . ..' \ " . . 

angels as afraid of Moses, and desirous of slaying him: 
f~"!. t.- 1'.,:•:1t.~::.'.·,~;. ;·. ~·-·: 1:·::~.iJ:ilLi. .. ::,:•i;_; il~},1-..::.f. ':: F_' :1. _::ii··r,~•\~.? .. ::. l.L_,~i f~J~:.:.rt:~~- ...... :~~:'.:, '.-'_ 

In the hour when Moses went up to 
·,"'' ,,: ::L-•:t:'·H~t~~i?a.ce:~the"'iin.gela1-sought·1·to(;: :,'., ,'•.::_, .. :.t 

~ .. :; .-~ .. -:;_;_-: ·t,;_·~~ t! ·:;.f:•;_~r:_.('-:-::.:c ·-···.r.~ r:'."·~.~-·:_,_:,-:\•~••"· ,::.( ~-i ,:-_.. ,~-:·::•· .. ~:~_ 1 : -~~{' 

Yet Moses. outsmarted them. _ . . 
•'--··~-·!:.•.~4. 1 ·,/: ... _;J f'./:.:;r.._._!_';~~ .... ~::- -·.-:.·~·,::: ::.·_•·:·•.(~.td-~~r•,.:\ :. ~~c ~--·,- ~.~_ .. :. ·:·-::.r·:.~.!•·l_·i::r 

. _ _._. .. , ,, ~g. H~m~elf t,e~~ifie~ of' the _grea:tness of' Mose~, 

.~• .. 11_' 1.,_',.'.t_, ,'·_1!':;,1i,:t :_'.1.,;_._, I.;:) :,,i,!_i+•i,•~-~:,~ .~·;_l:.:•,:,_:-:., ;: 1,.!1 .. (,';r1;_!_<·_:~.·-.t.: ~::· .t\ft:• .. ;,", .. 

not .. only through Hie speaking with him aa.reuresentative 
',.~~ l;\:,~f,:·'--~" 

1·.,•:~-~.t ~,•--- ;~::~.~ ~'~_.!:~1 :'.}~.i::·• ..... :,J. t_i,:_'·['. •. t• ::,t'j_1: .'.~-.··:·;~i "::.' ., .. f."J:' 1?.t·l., 

?t. rr~-.. P~g:~·~ r:~:~::o:! ~:!~:!:!:::~t~_?fjs~~~:~ ::,,, :,, 
,,,,,,,.,. '"'lo T!,;;,!lia'·i\Oiie' ·;;1!.' ' ( Deiit~l'onl: ",, l ' "'· ,, • '·"" ' 

-_1 •• , ,., .... ·. :_: 1 •. 4, :3,~) '•)~' ~.C1P .. ~ay~ , ... , ,'ti.rt k -
··" There' hathLnot·'a.risen· a prophet 

since in Israel like -unto Moses. 111 

{Deuteronofuy'.\34::io);lS~·· ·"· .::.u ·,: : .. ,,~·c:. •· --. 
-~~;i::i+-; ·.-!c,·;_r!r1 u.'!' ~~:-:1,: .. L.:.· -::.~_.,;·:+:;.:;·.·_'·_ 1 1,:1.·t_-.tu;-1. c·"·,·~-r' t~,.-_.: 

And 1n theriiext Midra.'aJf~:Gcfcf"'c"ontinue's··'ti:iet prai'se's · of 
fjr~;_!,I .~ '.l~ }, ·J·~.l ... :. ,:)WJ"?, '.~}:;:"•-J . .'.r).~~ :-v;.• ::,, !.}.,':"'.!J"\. :·:.~.:-

Moses, 

" 
',I 
' I 



= 

r.midl!~ t.of,11':it.ty~f:i·~e myr,1ads.1.o_f1:,.Qoll)pletely 
}r.ighte_ous men ;,:"as:1.,:tt u:1:s ts_ai~ nl -5 ji't ,10 ~be
thold ~ !~ the 1numeriQal- ,value.~,01', --,""'I'~ 2be_ing 
t:f'ive.·:f'or1the1: i' ;·and2:f.ifty a.:f'orn!the oJ_ r,v ", • 

( 
II 11· · . . ., 

.-,. 1t H.51 -::cbeheldu is.,.;usedrmanyt:,times ,'.C_Qn-
,:cerning suc.h as :Mos.es ,1·:in:)Exodus 1°23::20, 
cin JP.r.o:vex-'bs 11: 31, in Malachi 3: 23, and 
. here, in Deuteronomy 31:14) .19 

·,: - " ''--, ' ' . 1 . ' - '' ,:·Jt.l{:~..::-: :,~i~u: .L.S DJ ... (~i.,u.:::•(~(. ,?,.} (J:•e~\-:-,1·:- 1.r1:-:..::1 C·:.,OC~ ~j~,;~z!, ~:.3 !1 
So much did God regard Mos·es, that only for h!§. sake did 

·; ;. ;\.1,•.r::1 .• .,(,·1.-: ,•.•r.; 11 ..:, !.~ n·,,,~)•;r-j'_,,, ,,,._ ,-.~. r1r-..1,1·111\"~, ""1 'l~.,.• .... ,1,r, 0j 1 ·,~1 '!.-•• , .... ~--··--.- ..... ,-, .. ~,_...., ,.,,.,;, ........ .. ,.:...._ ••- ::.,,.,t., ..... --~-•~,, :, ,;,1_,, .. ,1..., ,.,,'"" ,,,;.~,c ... {.lti'J. 

He gi ·v"e the land of Israel to· the people, as we see that 

·~~'iJ~,·~~ai'
1
£h;:,,f;;;h 't ~·:i.;s '.\(o~'{{t~:J~1i-iomy 2: 31) -- 11And the 

i!J·~· ~.:·:·c':~:..::~·;~'.:;\·_.·: :~.n !:Ut.~-'.!. t!·:.:\·~ ~·,Lt':.,~·t ~-:.2),~i_~:! t,·~-,~?.l- 1·:-~r:.J"·,;·: 
Lord said unto me: Behold, I have begun to deliver up 

... 1.!·::."~ ::·/ ·;,r'.·1··.1!:·1 ~/L~\:'j t:~.1-~·, _!·!1.~; 1•.·~:;~ .-_;,-,,.t},-i ·~:t~}~ 1t~·~o:; L-2 ,-;~::·~r.::r·i"! 
Although the Rabbis are using as a pretext the grammatical 

f!;··:- '.:'. 7 <'- 'J .'!.1 y ;·!r,; ~.t~:.~-~ t. ._;,n}::--::-n .. -, ~:J. c~-:1, ·,.,~'.::.:_;~_:;/~-:: \1:: ::-~·}_·t=-~-, (.:,,_-: (~ ~ ~··(Ll.: i :--: 
is done not to deprecate the children of the people of 

: .. c: ·'.,tt•_;' )!:td_;:•~·-.i::I.1. c~~~~. 1~~::·· .'c..<). :·•.~:_.: 1,i;.;(_~ 1.-,·· .. ,:·r.:·.T ·:·:.:·.--; j_•r.-:,1,<1.1:. • .:~---' ():~--
Israel, who generally are considered to be the seeurity 

for the Torah, but to elevate Moses. God thought so highly 

\~~:.r:: .. ·t., ·,-~:·l::.1:~,,,'.· ,_:·t~:·c;·•~!:t·~. ~ . .-Ln •:./-'~:t.;.t.t.-:,;d :~c. })i._1··~~:::.~.:->,~:~:c 1 
;;: ·t::~ :·:? ·.:~~1:·,1.l, 

so that in the time of the Resurrection all would come 

... f) ·.·: (. ~-1 -~~ :-: :-- , li o !·: :-? -~·- .rr ti .f ·r 1_ ::~ ... ~: ,:J :. ,:··. -'::..-:-- l ::·: -~; j;j' :: . ,_: -~-~: '. t:.'; :--~1 J ::. , ~ \~ r_:·; .-~ \,. ::·· s· : 
is told ·1n -the following Midrash: · 

I' 

j 
l t 
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= 

= 

bl'ou·ght>.J·h1rif;:1;1: 1light.~\,,}Wha:t'fdidt~he,1do?,f: 
As· .. ,soon·1.as1Jhe picked1'. up·,:.tli'e (gol·d:-.:piece ':1) 

he .said·•.to r.the·r.people;'•·-✓'!Please:(wai ~;tfol' ·· 
me ,until ',I have Lpi'cikea. '.up :·a.1a..::my,::'cofns"; 
and he collected them. Because of the 
one :gold o'oin·. all fthe·~sniai-lel'' dnes•·,wer·e· 1.rLd '., 
collected.21 ,, .. ,a.-"'.' .. 

·: :>,.\: .. :-> ... >c<).-.t,:-:f j_n ·::.~:'::u . .;,:~';!fu.1 ,·.t:~.y .·.:t l :H.rt, · 5(~ !,~t~-t -Jc. $0 

Moses thus is pictured as: greater than othe~ men, as a 
.. : -: _;,.• ·· L~'•::--::.t ,::-;:~- :-1,.11·1:c):lrt.!'.; ,·_;,:-:-1:Gcr·r,t~~-' ·!I 

large gold coin is above mere pennies; a natural leader 
·.-_.'.: •. 1 :11

•::-: i.J"Yt·•·? 1,-1::· t t>:1 .\"t_\·~\\:. <;:' :·\:i .:=, 1Y,{ .... \ ).,r.t~:·.-'!~ 1.~.r!::n(~;~·' 

who draws all generatio1i.s after. him. ., 
," ·.,. · _,·_,; •.·.••,-;'-'., <'I~.: .. ;:: .. ~.'.·;,_).~•."::yi•';\·:·. ,_;,')::•,, ~';~,,' \:-~<•. ~- I, ;1\•>:."'(~ 

His gre,atness is such that they said.that Psalm 
•• ,.]:

0

\l,'"I :.·,-~. '. :.~ l_ ~.- .. ,_.f~.(i~,: .-,.~•,:;::· ·,·;: 

24 was written about him, for _pe was tha.:t, perfect: ( 11Who 
.-...,·:. ':',:,·: 1:-:\-:,': :"_,-··:~·: -.~: : ..•. 1;!·::·:;_1 ~•-':,,:.· :.~,:.; {.;i-::. 

shall ascend· ·•the 'iliount'afn'ib:t rth:e: Lord? \. l,.~,:1 .He that 
'·>;(, I ::•·,:~.• :·/': t· _ _'l ':·_\_{:1• , , ~ ,, :••:••(' ]:· .• •t~•,•:_.•:':i:, 

hath a clean-'-hahd· and :a;, :ptir.e :heart /'wli'o }lath: not ta.ken 
~ .. ·tt :.:.~\(::!;~ ? : ~? i_~; ~ ·· ~:.: ;,_~, _t_ • .:.- ;: ·t :ii;:·:.::: ·:.:·a---

My name in:vain, ·and hath not sworn deceitfully," •••• )22 

and of 'Whoni ,ele1e·,,but', Moses ,·cjould :·aucih'.::lfnes 'he ··penneafl':;';~;:' 

· Moses,•:1s, ,rig\, pbrtray'ed''as lwholl.y :wrthout ::ratiJ}·t}.-· 

Physically he' .\,a.s'/t·ongtie;.:tied', thotiglf ·healed/1 a'.ccofiiiihg 

to .the Midra.sh,' afte·r 
1
h'e·:ha.cf :•re'c'ei vea,ithe'· ·Tora.h':,23," Of 

his pel'sonal ·tr'a1 ts:r:m1·a:rash accourits·'·1fol' -hiin that' he :1did 

not always ·race ·h1s,:resporisib111ty:' 6f :being' .. a 'Hebrew/'•J ''. :,• 

that, unlike Joseph, who admitted to Potipha.r's wife that 

he was a meinber··or the.ti tr1be: which 'dfd,·'hot;· \i'ermft 'suc·h ::,,~,·· 

lewdries B' Moses: refusedL -~to· :a:·clmowleagif' his' a'.nc'estry"( ;; ·! :, ' 

. Moses said. rt'o, Gcfd,·:!1Mas·t·er,:of ithEFuni- :.'.; :Y ;,·.~, 

verse, the hon.es of Joseph a.r~ entering , . 
· the Land~ '!'.:a.ncF· ani;.;I'·'not:itJo eriter· th'ef!'-''-''' .~,,-.-,·;:· .. 
Land?" The Holr. One, bl.eased be He, . 
a.nswered-··him·f; r•t 'Hifi who·· acknci'wredged' hfs> 1. c ',:: .. : · ,. 
native land is to be buried in that land, 
but· he: wiio'l,df'd; hot· acknowledge his native 
land does not merit to be bul"ied in his 
land:. 11: -'"~ l.0 ~ ·Wheri<was 'this :,(tha.t·:·Moses 
did'n'ot"' ... ackn:crw1ea.ge: ,hfsl_,be1ng" a He::,;!,,•,r 
bre'w1).?, ~Wlien' ~the''1datigliters::i -~or·• 1Jetnro 

\I 
" l' 



28. . - , 

said,· l~Anr.-Egyptianadeli vered 1(1.l.B1:out.nQi' 
the 2ha.nd oi' ~the , shepherds." rJExo.dus t2: 19) 
andrMos:s hea.r.g: a.ndckept:-,silence;,,,there
:for.e heLis not -btmie~.:·1n(rh1s.nla.nd.2~E 
,·,--; -~·i···,.-;i~~ :•,, ... \.,.~-I ·v·r.,-J~-.1-----~~- • ~- ;i .. ,\·\ ·1 _,,.\ •. l 

~. -~: ~• ... ;. •-·'-l·' •1J1··,. ,.\..;, \..,l.~•.-il!~ ',, \' .• ,1,. ~--:,,-;._i, ..• :_...-''..·:.•, 1 

Such a Midraeh;:,seems t.to be,,a. pr;otes.t , ~o ,;•~hos.~ ~:p.o ad.mi t 
,~,,,, .. i_~-,,,., ... , ,-:~ .. -t i'.'"r,:'.'(i'1 -;•·,,,._ • ..,., f.,,~ , •. ··.tr,' ... ..! - . 
.... "••-·~•..... ............ ·-~.,,I.' :.1 .... •-·.,:.. \-1.1.:: ,:.. , •• •,;'., "· ~.\..;'\,), 

their religious .. belief :;in:.,P\:!~Ce.fu:tril~ys., b_ut i qo l :g.ot do so 
r·: 1.~tc1.~ q - -·~--~:-: ._'..,-.. :•.;: ·/··,: }~ (£. ·-;/1.=t·-,: ,~H: 

when there Lie a;,.,treat of :,i~u:f'_~E3~1M::conc;ero~~1'~ ·, f,.ra 
'I t· ' . . ·. (/'f~ I t,e, ;p ·1•,-,\·•'lr ·, I ,

1
.,,/. c,:•, ·I'.-',.:.:) -u·,····r~-'•1'fr ),fl."' .... ••-rl ' 

.. ..,, •. ~ ....... ,:, ..• ~·.-. ~;. , .... 1 •. ·al1.~.•---n .. •1;1··,,:;~ 

Moe es 1._ eve~-_rwas. .;s Oh sure.l!.of tllis 1, owri::: it} ~elligence 
--f',.,~ ... ·.·1-~ -:•},':"'.• ..... --~~,\ .. ~,, .... ·.•,,-:. 1-< .• ~-,---._r ~.,,. r "jfi .. .J. 
--·-·~.•1 .. : .. · .... ,, ,., .:;t_r,1, •. _,:_1-; \,.!;_..:. '.;;•,.1) .. ,t(•.l \,J1;.,,-;.. 4 (:.J..l~:.:1 

and abilities that,:he disob~yed ,~od~·•,'. ~~-:)1-aq.. \)E;_!en advised 
( _-:_/l (· __ •.-·:;-·-,:_:' ;_:·_:_.t \.}-_/.::,': \"._-.-~'.:;_.-;_ ::·J:i.~ '. .. t} -r_·u;_J~ 

to war again•stc;Sihon·,·,but'.-had: ~.oug:P,t p~~oe ;instead: 
'"'_ f ~ •_.'.. ·: ·_;-: :~ "(. · ,' ,-~ ~--- :-: : ~ :':<· '. I'~!! ;1·~ i !~-- :. :'._ ,-.' :; • .-;·_ 7. ;·;; :~1 •~~: ~ :·: .. :: 
Andi.in the·-·days,0of- Sihon_,and Og the 
Holy One blessed be He said to him, 
II · · · II · 

--;-,.::, ,_ '..·,-:i Go,:.,·~Ei,r.,:•WitlJ,,\him:_,. ~-• .·na.ndJ•1os!3S:_:·. :1 ,. , t.,•;-
did not do so as i -t is ·said, (Deu.:. 

·;-\.•·'. ,: cf :=~~~?.~;~.2:2~) ,.:.~•~.d, I::!!~I.!-;t:-:t!}~SS~rl,,_•,:1-i i:;:',:,;t.:i:·::, . , 
-i·:•::·.t:·:i:-•·:.-·,:1 ·~ :_·-. l b,·,: ·t.i:-~ .. ;_~.-:~::_ ~·:l:·-.-. 
But God acknowledges that Moses is right, for he disobeyed 

only to make peace. 26 God forgave Moses, for it is well

known that God made peace, as the whole Torah is only 

peace, as it is said 11 fqr all its paths are peace." 

(Proverbs 3:18). Certainly this amount of 11 chutzpall is 

not an admirable quality for one who is a model o:f' great-

ness. 

And even when·Moses was filled with anger at the 

sight of the Golden Cali' and broke the Ten Commandments, 

the Rabbis defended his action on the grounds that he was 

saving Israel from great punishment. This clever inter

pretation, meant to cover up :f'or the defeat of their idol, 

is shown in this Midrash: 

Thie can be compared to a king who 
married, and said to his wife, "after 
a time I will send your Ketubah by 

. 
i 

' ., 

I 
i, 
' 



-

means of a groomsman." The king sent 
it after a tim, ,, ,,a.,ri,(\

1
,wh,en he came . he 

found. her being,:·imm·ora-1° with another 
man. What did that groomsman.do? He 
ripped up the Xetubah, and said that 
it was better th~~-,sh~ be judged as an 
unmarried woman· than ··as a married 

29. 

wqmiµ;i. )~o Ge>,d,J\113.~~+l;),d .Is,~a~l,,_as.,1,i t ,.,is, ,. 1,i.'., .•. i.,,·._·,J·.·v·''···. said' .. II ,_ ·-, .J:l 1.,"' ' ·:J:):p-t-i;-:-ir- '·" ,. ('a'·pl'ay ·'on,,, -
... , n. 1 ., ·:,· th~ Hep~~w 1 ._. l 7'.'j) ~~~~~lIB~ •:~9.1~.~nctif.y:1!.i 

O 
.• ., , ,, 

·· '·-·•.,·or · 11 to·'·marry11 ) ·and' ·on the· ·mor:ro'l't 'Mose's· .,.\ Lt. ,: 

,.• :'.,,•.·,.',·.·· . . ,,ca,me, ,to ,._gi v~ ·--~.o .. th~111. -, the_ .,,T,orah, ,!:!,n<l. p.e .• .. ,... .,_.._r·,.,-,_ l. .:.• 
· · "found th'em tma.king ''the , .. Goi'den ''Ca.l'i'~ ., 'What·' - · ·· 

, •. ,. 1 .. , . did he do? He broke .the Tablets ••••.. · 
•. · · · '( in''ord'er' th'at they ,-iould n:6't' be pun-

.. ' 

. , 

.. J~p,ed ,,~s. ,.,tr~nse;:r,e.,sl:l+,IJ:e;·. t:qe ___ .<:ipmm~dm,e~t ·,,_· :•.f'I) ... 
· · against ·v,orship~ing idols· and' making 

•·, l ·! ~ : ,1 ~ •, 7 ,,_,1!1:~;J. t.~~,:.i~!7!?,eJ~) •', 7. I ,:Y. :_; ' :·,: ; '. ·. ,·;:: .. -,'.Hll ;,:,.c•1 ~ >: -~ ':, ~: 

Th,u~!J.,,~~~P.-,r~P:~!1,,~0s~:9,1y!f:~1certainly in error, he is, by 

virtue of h_i_s iexal t_eq._ pqs_ition throughoµt J .. e,w.ish ·:h~st9~y., . 
.. J • .,1. .. ,,,., "-·'•' .• ,. · ,1,..,,.,_,,. _, 1/i,:. ,._ .... , •.• ,., .. ,., ·. /. • .-. •• '-•- l .......... _

1 
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MITZVOS 

It has been expressed that Judaism is a religion 
( -, i .' . ; :. 

of 11doing, i, rather than of mere "believing. 11 Certainly 

the comments of the Rabbis would bear this out, for their 

voluminous comments on and 

that is, good deeds, or the;fulfillment of the command-

ments, cover many pages of·text, and expound many facets 
'' '.. . . 

of the concept of 11doing. 11 

While there m~ght be no logical basis for doing 

many of the mitzvos, the.Rabbis sought.to.ensure that the 

mitzvos that they themselves stressed:had.some logic to 

them. First, they insisted that.the. ldea·of the mitzvos . . ,. 
'. •·;. ,, 
'I •' 

had been dictated by God from of old, for concerning idol-
·: •·;,.' .: ·.- ·. ,. . 1 

atry; one of the three most important mitzvos, the Rabbis 

taught: 

God said:· "Seeing that the penalty for 
idol worship is so.severe I must fore
warn them against it, so the.t they should 
not la te,r on say, 'Had we been warned we 
would have kept away from :tt. '-11 • ~ • • For 
it is written,. 'Therefore I have declared 
it to thee from of' old; before thou cam~st 
I am1ounced it to thee. 11 

( Isaiah 48: 5) 
. \ ', . . 

The Rabbis began to evolv~ a historical picture 
. ' ) .:: ,·. ,,-,_. 

around mitzvos.· They developed it by showing that from 
'. .. . . ' . ., · .... •• ' . 

of old these very same laws hatl. been kept by their an-

cestors: 

11My son, guard the mitzvos< .of thy 

' '' !, 
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tather.s!IJ~·(Proverba r6:20}., 1The, pa.tri'-:!~ 1-~ 1.1 t110 

archs separated the trwnah and tithes; . 
c('an rexa.mple,~_qi'_cz.the imi-tzvos ),;nAbraham·11 hut,I ::. t t.? 
sepa.3a. ted the terumah, as it is said, . 

' .. .. ., . ..~ ... . -;:eta; • ., ~.,r:-~·1d~J!'no::it-'.• 1 l'OHJ r·-11c·i:.ht:r, (1tc. ·t~~t.:: l ollcit-, ... 

Thus na.5.1.:ong, standing p~ooedtire, hS:s',been, esta.blished1f,' Fur

ther,':, we,-.ar,e iadmonished.r.tcr consider ra.l·lt:lthe>~mi:tzvos ias' if 

they;s:ca.lliel';from, Sinai;• :ucertairil'y; this fs1 a.n•:!admiseion 

that~. Moses, did, not, receive ;:,the1 complete set of· laws · at one 

time, and c·ont;r:a:ry"to :.present1°dS:yrorthodox viewpoint, this 
r:r.:·r1r·tl !,'r .. :_-.~_:-c. 1,_\\;~• L .. r~~ . .':'.it~:.:~ h'.l.1 1-.\.. :~~xt .::,:d 

presentation<o"i~ t'he, pr.oblem,:oi': changing .J:a:ws ·-is; quite 
--, .. , •. l .. ·'·11·\ •···,,•·; 1•r-,.-.·, ,., .•• _,,. ..... ,-,..-. ~-,f' "'i-, .. ~~ ,,..,!,·j.:i (,;,\•.•·_. 
.. .l'.•.,C'-.... ·.',,:.,\,,•. t''ld•.:l_. \_,.i,\,'.,'.,, .. •-·"' i..i •• ·• ,'l. --- ,._ •.. ,-r. 

realistic. :<\The·. 1Rabbis ,'· seemingly.;, :did :not· :tr.y~.:to cover up 
... t·1 ,:1 rn,11 r""\-.•1-,,r1 ,J. ~'.·,.,.~ •• ~.-. , .. , .. ,,.:.,,_r (\·i·· ·:).:-.;·;,,,., 
•• I...,_\...,, ,,;J •. ,, o ... ~.l.,,,, , ...... ,.T ,t ·- 1\'. •. ! ..JJ.;, .. ...,1,l, \. •w -· .. •!_:, 

the issue of.,a.·· changihg-·Jla..w.;1 they rather suggested: 

'JAll.lthe (COmmaridmentsI '.which;1m c:comnia.hd ;i, 

you··Gtoday. '!• '.!.~All, :.t~e·· :C onimandmen:ts; 'Jtli1ch 
you· ar.e· rdoi:rig• speak,::of'::;them :.a.s.:1f: ;todayc:i. 
you 'hes.rd: them LQn :Sinai,Jf.r.bm>,Moses;•. , i,For 
soni=t ·:i1t~WI1i tten•,1• l~IWhich,;I lcomliland y.'ou•.,lc , 
this ;:da.y1lk.eep1.ld6ingi themHtha.t you,:·ma.y,··., 
liv·e,· 'you·, an'd·' your rch~·ldr.en• 11!4 •·,;·, , ·•· c,p-; · .. ' I · :· • : . , .J. • • · L .• • · ·• ,.., .• ,, , , ., l-.. 

'::'\-L:·~ ;.·,:r, ;·.t~JiP t:1-:}] . . ~lr-t; .. ,-.; ~--il t:·!::', ti.:.,··:., · .. (: 
This was the.:1ntent of the following midra.sh, which uses 

a:·;grammatica.l·:~twis.t .. '.to•,express :_:1:ts! point:: l :•.,; :<·:'.Jd t" 

.i:,;·,.!·1•i·'<· :~~~=~rip~f.-e.:-:~~ :l:~,;,~~??=~~~e~~ho~~ ~,;,·::i 

•: ·: ,.,,. 1 ·• l • ,,.,,,,·-J··• .. , ·a ~1 • N-;,, ,~"•"•1•·.,~ugt1·,·· ·Y,OU1'Carry <·ou·t· a·ll 1,.o :; •· .. ··• , .. , ...... -- \... ... ,,.1~t . ., .... ,. ,...... J.I,,. • ~ . _ ._, .. , ~ .... 

the commandments. 

T~t·v;~··, ·,:~:.is..;::t~k~n to co~e from the root -=;,b mea.n
:-,:.~~:1 .~.D Di.fH ... ·, .;·1·J_ \.,,~ 'f: :,c ·ttn.:1.tfL t- :·.tt:-;:.i..rt" on·;<; i.~t:~

ing11to finish, to complete • 

Sinai, then one should know to do them because of the days 
,·.!·:{: :·< ~:.: :~.t·.:.:-: .. ~~ lt ~ t:·!tJ :.:( L',·.~:i!. .. :t '.~ :_'-.".':1·~::.t/!-~-JI~IJ-'.,~ Li.~· ~-1· ,,;'t' "!.10.l"-

of the year, 365, and ,}he bones in the body, 248. For all 
:~\•-:,•:•;.~.:.: t;·,,.::i n:·,·Ju:: -~v'.':f~ .. -· l! 1E.1.·~:.!·~-::·:, 1:.-·.,~~t. nr:~:. ~:;\r:~ nf·:~ d..:).i.:n./J : .. :t 

the bones remind one to do, and the days suggest the . 
,•: ,:• ;~,; .' ,,•.~'..•}<;.;,.; .l ... ~r •'• O.J. f \/•.• 1' '\r .._. -.\,. ~ - , 0 • • ~ ,._ ' .,. '-• ,,,/1-•··,., ~- ,.,..,,~ J, .... ,,., r_ ... , ,·.·., . .:.:.:,·::i,·"1 .. ,·;n, .. ·\.11(.~ 'i-'1·6·)•, .. ·,,r·,· t,\·'I_,~:_.~·. ,_·:-.1°1·_.~ ,,". ·.,·.·.·'.,·.· :1° .. 

commandments beginning with 11do not." 
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niftzvos; Oh<fjst:or:y' .. isug~:est/s·Ythat/ .;,J.r~6\llcl'1:te'~rii1'h~urifJ:fty 

fiom' °o\ie~1b 1:i-d', itend:e'rnels'tfron{ an.other th~t'l;" t. Tlt~ troil'ow-
·.r-.•,·.., ,-r~ •·1·d ~,·•;.iu--i.:.c C!.-;·J1·1i::!!" -, t ,,~'·1' l,·J >,,":) •-rr~o 14e.·:•,1c1.,·,::· r~\r,:-.a··, h~ -:, 

ing midrash .. suggests ·that •if: a bird' --can ·operate· under· 

God1's •:1~w~·;1(th~ ~'Jrta':1.hi'y 'riiaf{Jtoo ~'~h6uld be~(:~1:b:e;' 'ftir'. 
c·oti~J~lng ~-t11J 11~J ;-:nr•£t a: -,;~r.a. 1s' neJs't" i~Jbe':for'e1'the~:;' ~" 

tlto~ '.!sJ:iait Cfet·''the'"'(kcith~~l!go'ltr :·;.~: ·.·,:::Ji. '!,,:,,;t '.·. 1 ~ •J}<:•i).i{ • O,!d 

!":·:'1-1' ·•·!' •.:·:~•, .,.,."~'"f.)'J""' •··.,'t')"''t'·-;-:- ..... n~(i!\!·· ,.,,,, .. , ·c,·~·:· ....... , .... ~·,-.• ·~'· ~,)·,,: ~,r, .. 

· · · • · .l •· '·"Scripture · surely ought ·not "to "be so· con'..; -• - · · .. 
. .earned about the mother bird. But. God . ., 

'. ';, ·:::. >·i·.:,i'aia.:f· "'As 1she ~busie·a•-'1{er's1eif ;~i'th ''tl1e· : ._, : ":;··, 
' ; .~ ,-, , .... '.a.,-: h_on,Ol\ .. and .,i;C?,q.d- 1P~4,el:'_.,9.t.,~~e. w9rl.d /J~l:le, ; i' ,., 
· , '· ,. · - ··- fulfilled· 1 the. commandment;·· '·be· ':f'ruftful · ·· · · 
.,. ".. , .. ,. ,~4 .. ~t;l'.l,.~,~ply_' ).,,.~1re,

1 
.. ~s, !'f<?.,r;tliy. of being 

, .. ,. ·., ,. ··spared··suff'ering.- · - ' ........ · 

Aiiothe~ :'bornm'~nt.t,:, R!: .. ;llfyya ·~a.'fd: !;_ :S•fr ~-~u- ~ i.:'C;:, ~-::• 
bird that has neither ancestral merit . 

.. },.o :,:>'.• t:h6~1(Covenants·'nor '6Kth'.s'''tb re!Y''upon''-'can :{'.·:r,L ':.:• ·' 

._.;_··,.·.•·:',· , , ,,.· 9~ ,,E/-:t-?J-E\!,cl.,rf9f,)?Y~-:h
1
.~d.,l'.s ,q~;,lfcl.;_"_~n, 'i?-A.)11,,!llI'-\<?J;t:.,., ,.,· ,-_i_n .. 

· v, .. .,., more· ,,.i:11··the:ch.1. · ren·:··o ··Abraham," saa.c, ··· -
.and Jacob, who have ancestral. merit to . 

;; .. :r . ',-. !'.rf3ly'~upon·:<;i1'Yanf;~;f:thein 'iin'/ be''.latoned '.n·r,.l",': 
. for bz their.. children in the time to 
:.:.:_. t·. -·~.:,·•t.~·/~:~come1!··-:""f..8..i~t:, It'~ .. ~-:u ... ~:_ ·,.,-::·•·i .~.-•:10··,::-:: ., __ u:,. o.o·.;.·sJ 1"1(\t :·1_c 

; ":,._ :{ i• \ •,• •• • • .: .• ,-r,•,. • , 
inferred "from·•the creatures of the world, and that even 

·r-···· .• ,,· -i··-~--;i·.-,,•~ , .. -... ~ .. , ,.,-':.3 .. _;_', _'.·;,4 ~ri{'·""••,1• 

without pr~1?,~~1;p),P: :·;1A~~11°tID,~?1ts:h,~~~::1\s· '.~p?:1~~-~-d to do 
certain roi>e·;·a'.eeds·tc ':'··:~,;•(, .·. ·' :•.,,_::<!ii,;:,:;·_,, 

p ) •• )'<) • • ••• ('>~'!'- L\ '"v"\ -' '\' / ~.,--;•, ••-• ,••.•, .•,• _:;•.••'••••••"••• , ... ; •.. 'I.'' -~·•·.),,_,.,,.t .1.,\ •• J ... : • .. ••• .. ~" • 

...... ,._,.·.- .. ,._, .... ·, •• , .. f •· 1 ,,.,~,•;• ,,::,.,(. ';_ .. ·•, ,". ,,,:_ .... ~ •,• ,,),; ,,·. 

~a,n: .,t~·'·a;i..~_o ,oplfg~d -~<?' ,,finial?, ·:a:'.~i\'·~.v:o ·once he 
,,.\!.:: ----·>:.~ 01o1,f.: \.~t...- ... \,\, 1.-.·,;.'.,.v-lJ...•.•.:->, \J.:.; . .._: :__,-.. ,1 .. 1'-/,q 

has begun 1~:;~~~~~f;t;\~'~·a, :'.gp°i~Y,:9-~~:~.£~nii\i. f:,9~'\10~, com-
1,J- ... \..- - .,L.t~•-, ~--'.;: ....... b., 1 .... , .. ,.,L_, •, ·- '"'''iJ ~~-- ·- ,., •' '---·-.} 

pleting the:~~~'.sk.~~-~~p~~iis',Qp.~~'.:,~~f~:\a:n,<f;:o_h);t~e~.
8 

Sim-
., • .L, .. \'.,-J~J· Ir/,'·'"·• ~~":'lli'W:l,fC,lllflllf;.,.1~~,i.J•I~ .. •~ ',\~• ·. ,t, l ., -•~ 

ilarly, if •'one~ 'beg£Jfs"ng. ~g1'ocl;Ya.e·~aY'1and Jan.other 1c·ome·s'''a.1ong 
n·:• ·/· hu··., ,1 '\"f••:~), ,·, 1it1 _.,t ;--1·'.,.;~,_ ~, ·•, ! "'

1
·-; • - · • ! ~ r ···•.c.)···, 

.... \.. • .,.... .,~\- .... .::. ... ~ 1._1, ......... ,..,, ·~· ~,,.._. '--' •.• ,,.\.:! ~ ,:....,. ,•,t· .. •···, 

and finish~--~ f:!i tJ\.l?:t11tu:1at't~r'' :t){!corisla.ereci·1 t'o'· have· per-
1•-·() ;..",'\ , • .-:1,) .. ,,;:q ,•,,.~,-,_,-,~~J.' I \·--:.•i,·t-; .. ,t ·:.•"· ,.-, ; : · .. ',")"•'-' .1.1.. ~L-.:-'~ ,,.,._ . ., ,,.,.,,.J, 4,,...- -t ,. , ......... ~ • .. ~} ~.vL ..,.,,1,,.,,,. ,_._~ ... 

formed the ,:pious !act/. 9,,1.;N~i th,:ir' m~s-~>mie i:6'ut !'6:f'f doing a 
-~- -~-i.:'C>l .. c·0 t1t10·,r:.1 ·r:.-o t,(,c, ~-i':.1..c1u.-·:.1; ::·J .t.:\t: ·n,:;·t, 

c ommandment{'1'or' 'ftr·y,t,'d,'a.voia' tdbi~g i'.ti16'se' }tha~ Jar'e done . in 

'' ' I 



= 

II 

= 

private. ~~r~fi}~ea:-:~:to;rYa.P.:fta.,.n:i~1~fl,O.,:-J,itdf~2:t ti the as 
.,.'H.'11,..,t; "'°';, 1~•,~•-~ -1"' ~ .. ,-,•, 1-..,,') ,_,•••\'"':'.-, ,; •. ,. :.,.\,;1 J.J._...,.,t ...,,, 4,,c , .•. ~ f~I r,'".J...i .•.. ,,.. ,_., .. ,L ~:!.. '-·J ........... . 

proper. A·:r:W:+D-9- -W~PP~~:: ~w~y, hi~c, c;Lg~g:, v}:,'hi~h5_:g,agJ 'l>een 
!),• .. , -.,.•~·,· . .,,-,, .. :,~ -..... ..: 1•• tt f I\•\•, -'- ... .,.,,.. ,.._, •n.,. r_1::,, -1 \ l t 
l.i..L,.> t.'.1r,,.o;,,L••~-1l:.. .... :.i:.~~t1 ... ·.v. \ .,.: ..... l\.,,t-:.t l,a-.0,.:..\· c:.U ...... , ...... 

placed on the ground. Angered at the thought that some-
'1·,t~•~. ni~7°"''~l"r, ... , ,-~~-,~-=~ -~?:", .. ~_,....r·'-,.r·;1•,"'· .,.. __ ~-~ .. ,._., J1..·.•.!,. :1t.--.::-.~·-_-:-1tt1 ·l~. 

, .• \~ ,, .... ..i~..1,.,,.,) ,-,,L.., .,l..,, .. ,·,1 1..,-•->V ...,,_, -., .. :.., .._..,,,) .,,,._;;,.,,, • .,,1,..,_, ~•• 

one might have stolen it while he was working over his,,., 
11·! t'i-L!'"t'''·:;,"·'":1· 1->,.-·,,1• +·1 ... :.-!·. J:.·· .• ,._, .. ,. ,_,i,,, ,-:v•-:-·.·~ 1·'.>,~ ,.";,<~ . t"''"'I ,.,.,:':1-.., ,:-::1..,··.t, ,,_.:.: 
• ....,\..1 J • •• 1. .. , -,11. .. _. • , .• ~t .,, .• , .• 1,.,: ,, .. .iJ .,. i 1.,,,, '- ,._·Lo, .•. ••• ... ,.t. , J. ;,•-~ ,_ ... ••. ~- ,., ,. 

kegs of wine, he kicked viciously at one, and it broke, 

i£l1iihe/ lt~ :(~tii~e~r,.o c)6~t~;f~';, b~~~ 7 th~', g;·~~a. G ~- Th~(! 
!~ ~ 1 ·~ ~ ~,., ·· (J ,~} · .. . I;n. r 3. (: 1·" t Ci-:~ <.t :·i. c, ,;," t: n t!~ \'.~ .r ;:n-: r'.\ :. -::, '.·. b r:.. ... ~ r:. ~1 ::i ·:: ,.) .t ·:: ! : c-: 
mans son explained to him why he had lost his cloak, and 
-:.,,._rc:ttt. r\~1Jb·'.:·:, -~,r c::.1_.·n-:.-.f.,.:·~.-.d1·';:tt .. .; ~t.:~~::t_ t.:\.:::·•:- i:!.:~•J, t':\17_ 1>:-.-:,.:-t:_,~;'~r: 
that 1t·was proper punishment for him ·that he should not 
:.11.-::v ~·.er-.::~::::~':.;~; ·.r.t_:'_J_ -~,j::·::\:c- -,.1.2 .. :.::.~ 
get" material gain from any unti thed wine. When he had 

:i!~ ... ~.._(), ~. :·, .::!.· .. ,·•.l~~- ·.)-:-; ;:h:~~;~~ .:-:.~~· 1.~t,ti ·::.,_'.<·.i.:'.l:•;;J~ 
separated t,he 1,.;t'~!llaiI1.iils:i k.~SS::: p~9perly,, J. h~s1 <;'.~,c:,ak blew 

;';·i:>tl. I l- ( J)~;:'.:.1·~·.,t,:·_.(:1:i:~:!'\Y '/; 1~;:-~,:~~;;io T!H';-· lio'J.y 
back to hi~;_9n73~p;tµ,~r.:gu13_t, Pf.t!tin<i.J.:1•c,~i, 1'J,!ot. 

who 

~l)t•~~-~:.u.;:; .. ~• •:_"'r.):.~. ?T'~; ~-•':_::·~·:~·~·! .. c~·· -t:.:,:::::."rl \!·:::-· :..··?.~'t 
~~er.~•:- i ~(. ~i ~~Ir-t(;b'\ll'q,e:µ p;l,.~c,~d,? U:Pc:>:Q. ;t,p,~ 

1lc·.t:;.::t ,_;.·~.,:.:~c- i:-.:~. t ~-~/ V'(.1$ .1.!·H·:~ · t > t:,- ··t; ·;"'(·:· tL:::;,.. 
accept, µpori:: t}?-~rµ-~~l.v.~s":t,~e YP!t~ 9I'._,th,,,-~9r~h. 

people 

That is, 
j_t ].,t :.i..,-;,.),.( ;i ; ?,:·,t~ .f°(~I.';-:::. Li.·:.- ·r,·.'..·::::~r;i\ .. ·1/ ~.,~:!~· 

once they ha~ve(::.tt~lten;-i)JP.C>n~. ;tp.egis.e~ v~.~:xtlle:r~r~yi~.~g~ of do-
~·*= r::::---c~~-•::,. t:.:·:1(,t!:··.: t:1(·~ -~·1 ... ;t:\.:-;{.:-j l l' .. 1~:·~ .. ~::'_:,e.:·\:.·;,f•'·:· 

ing the mit~yo_s ,,;::tl'.l.~y ,·~:re,:, e:icpe9:ted:,t~:.,do, :th~m::. ~;i.;i.. There 
:· .. , .. ~l tt\? -~ '· ~ ' . 

is a greater penalty for him who knows and does not do 
i~)'•''· .. ···:--:(:1 ·~···' •·,,_ ... ,,_,,·,,1 1r;'\' ,:1:;-:·•·•r··~·:; :"'('·'.• . .i.r"', 'i-,;:-.,.,,''!.,.\:~.-~ ·;·;.•:: -t ,,. ,1,.·. "·;:1i•. than one ~,ho does ··hot lnioi/ them' at· all'. The ·'Rabbis .. explain 

'[ 
I 

\I 

,, 
"' ·" 
11 
\I 
'I 

' 
' ,, 

' ' 

' I 
' [ 
' 

I 
I 

l 

'' i I 



-

3.4. 

BUt ,11' he; has; lea.mt·/ and::1he.s n:ot::1ful~ 
fi-lled '; no,; •favor? wi-lltbe;:;:shown:..to:l: him. 
,HenceL,the;·,for.ce,. of.rt 11To:i observeTt'd.' do all 
'His.,,:coininandments." .. (Deuteronomy 28:1)11 

;},:;.j l~(.\,t;:'.i t.'.: :1'lie.,-m1tzvos:, are:· 1mpor.ta.htt'.to:;,the'.J'eirs :because 1 t 

:1sr :t.hr.ougli'.·:tliem ,that,;;they. a:r.e\. purifi'ed •:!: of·: their.1 slna\~lf

Yet::;the~: J.ews a.re·:not,·the' :mos;t:!,i'aithi'ul ·observers'' of:".the1n 

mft~vos·.~· •In ,-i'act,t God1. lov.es,.,the·,Jewatnott becauife--of,.:-;the 

great: number.· of commandments which they did, but because 

'u -..ri:•-i>.:•<'iU,:·:•.l_ .•,:·:,,.:. :·-·.i:·~·:··.'.:.:_:··.:~1~.-;_ :~ \ : ... :~~: -~;-

., And:-~ t. shall.,be .because you;hearken.:.:
t'o:·, these ordinances·,·., •• ·rHe- willc.· love 
you'.~\ (Deuter.onomyj,_7: 12-13•)·.\.•: ·.The{ Holy 

· "., · One. Blessed,--b~."tH;e said.,to~_Isra:el ,0 ,Not 
because.,y:ou are:• greater· thimt.the,• rest 
oft the:1 nations,-,:. andr-,notO?because ·you:·a.re 
doing;: more1-.mi:tzv.os · .than:, they,; t for.e; they 
are,. exal ting·1My; name~ more .:t.han,iy.ou, ·as 
1 ti 1s saidr,1 , For,;:f~om::t:theti r1-s1ngr,:of•;.the 
·sun 1. unto ; the'! e;oing'.~d6wn,:thereo·f:,yMy,1 name 
is . e;rea:t:c. among :•the'i na tion:s,J bu.tr: because 
you~.humble·· yourself before:,Me-ido.:I1 1lovei\·,,}.'.' 
·:u-ou· n13 ... , · ... '1'' .· .. ,. .. ,. ,,·: •.:. . .. J. •• .. ,., ~·.:..~ f.'l .• \.~.:.-.(t. [,',, ,v\.,,,1.1- ••·~--

Such·.' use:, of:: a" paradox: serves'.> not" .to\ becloud'., the't is sue~ · but 

rather to bringl.. out a.nother.,point:', 'tlia.t the doing of :go'od· 

deeds, is•. not·~restricted·· to-t,any-::.·one' tpeoplei; but•: can~: an'd::; are 

beingc; dbrie byt other n.8.tions',':' often to a greater extent 

than is donevby the Jewish people.:.':-It1,serves.as a reminder 
'.'.~i-;".:'\t·:~ /· .. ·:~c::.~;,.:-,(;• .·.·.;~~ i.,}:__ .. :; ,:]~\:' ;~; ~· ,::-: .. ~ ... ::: :.:,:-; ;~·~; r 

that one can:'.always' do more:,of tlietcommandments than is 
t.'i! .. '>)(, -~~/;;··.::_~; ;3,_ l."1.f° ~;~-P? ·:_:•:~1·~r:• ·_:;-_.y: .--~;::.~;;:~:•·:-'r_, ·:,!,\ 

~~).(i:}.' .. ry; ·.-::•lJ'!:. · •l·!"!.: .. :~" ~-.\=.-~:,-,:· ~).;~;.:• ·:•.>:•~· .~ -~.,~:.~_;t 
Tort assure:. the·;:doing of.' .that· commandments, rewards 
~:.::_r:~::1 -l~/ t.·!:_:,.\_;·:~:·;. t'.~ 1,.-:-:•~ .-~.:(:\ ~-·_ '}.;~ (

1,0::.:·,;·:; ·!.:.l·:t):·:~, 
are given 'to::,those';who do'Jtheni·,Land,q;nmishinents are meted 

~-'~:• td. tr_.. >•:: ;:,t 1
. c:.! r·t: ·;_>''~ . . ·.<C :·• ~ ... _1 .. _,.:-ri·. '.:··.:,-

out for thoset-who ne'e;lect, to;do.:·or11 t·o those who break the 

commandmen't's'~ •:,. One·,:rabb1 has madera1:w1tty:''comment,:,ont:•pun-
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as this midrash points out: 
(},,""'•I e.,.l :?!<."i :'"'·2r,!~:. ~=.t,r~ ·\-,1·,. ;-,;~>>:1 t.:·J.°'. .. i'd .· :·· -~· ... ·.:; r:,:J'.~<~ t:•t 

This can be compared to a king who had 
: '' ·, .- :•., a: -vine.;;yard''•and; surrounded i't ·.by ,·a:,::>:<, i.. :,, ; 

f.ence, and put inside it a vicious dog. 
~e· kirig Eia.idl:'.·J!An.yonEl. who .. comes ·:a.rid,;~,, :i 

sca>J:es the· fence will:betbitterl.·,by tlie'.
dci'g~.U :: -t:Ai'ter ~onl•y.(,a .1.few de.ye 1·,the.<.)son,1'. 

ot rthe :,:king('oame ;and<~soa1ed£the$ferice :, .'I 

a:rfd 1-wa.e ;bitten :,by the:,·dog~,·=:r.The :-:king•\:,,~·, 
tis'ed tt.o retei] the i.1nc1den:t;"tof ·1the siri :; '.1 

of •the'··:s'on"'wnoi.scal<:ld tne fence :and lie 
sa.td:i· !!Rememb&rEwhat,:happened ,with the:,:o~t 
vi:cicn1s·-doe;1~~!, 1Soi God. c6ri.tinually.'.,seelce 
t'cP•reca.llt-to the people the sins of 
Israel, and thus He says· to them, "Remember 
W':i.: ... t·: ,A.;;.;a· 1,e··k·1 d~··d !·.to· r-you 1115 'i''-• 1 .. , , .• ·., ., ;· ,,, .,, '),,. 1.Lt:I. ... AUi · .L ~ ·- · • ~ - ·, ,r .... , ,.., .... ~.. • •. _. \ •• ,. 

!:~·::r,-::.::1. L::, t~·i(., ·;,_.,-:;r;, •;:•:':.·> >r ~•1:·>.' ,: ··:,r;,.1~:._::.-·,~:·-·d :.·. 
Concerning',t.he-pun.:tsl:imeri.ts ;.1a•.::questi6noniie;ht<iarise why 

,.·:-.r:t. t . .:'J.t~ c~-::.1:.1:··:;' ·;\•~·10 :1t·.y.;_;j ·!.!1 t~:.' .. l~.--.:~.•.: 1.::.- L.~1~l 

there are sometimes easy,;puri1Shmentstifor, the'. heavy< command-
:.'."' ;'."-~ ·,_ ·.-: 't 1 

'.i·: J t~:,,:·J.' p_ -;· • •• -:·- .,' '! tt·· t,:::·_ l-:'\ :··:..'· ··.: .!~,.::-~ 

ments, and 11 heavy ~punisliments :\for' the:',light:.,oommandments. 
:).'.1.,.-~ r.-.::·.\.::1:.~1:?P J "..\:, t .~ruJ. ·•_.!:·.~- i:•\ ~'.:-tr.~·- i :J 1.,r_1 r:.i::· ... 

To justifyYtlif ~ 'the-:•Rab~ie··wrote: :: .; l; ' >I:.· :'. _; ;; .' :.' 
.l'u .ir:-::,_·;"' L:--~:·:.·.: ~~-'.·::j '/O"...:r ·~,-.\'.'. ~·:~ -~·~1 :t-.>.: :-1:-::r•(:_, 
David -was;:afra:td of' the ~!light :command- :t 
men.ts ;:,beoe.use·~of . .'tJ:ie,1Day'"of,•Judgment','; l ::· 
ana he:,aa:1a !!Master'i6f:·the1·World ,:Ivr.; 

, ' ' . " ' \ 

~Di no_t-: ai'rai'd: of .•:the 4e~vy comma.ndrilentifi :· 
which•:are;.;;1n:1 ther,Torah: for they are 
heavy; but wh~t I fear are the light 
·c bmrilandmentsVles t •I:!. transgress•~· one,, Of(! '_:C: ·~ ·.-: 
them by doing them.or not doins them, 

1 ·:1\'·· ·,:>,u,; beoa.iisenthey::aFe·lj,ght, arl.dr·you,:have ::•: (t•:•:1.n.:: 
. . s~id _to be ~s careful of a light . pre-

, ;J \ '.'f)i_; i.'c·,o·ept'La,s'Ja, heavy·.rprec·ept1~~-•16~u;:c;;'.\;e'.:.j,.,,., :'.,: 1:]:"1. 

:: •'' ,i · .·•;·• U.'.:: wiiat, r however;·,, are the rewardir, -for doingr, good:,1 •a.n 

aeeds<'aftdhr'or fulfilling: the1"crommandments? ·a,There::;are 
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many opinions.of the Rabbis qn this subject. There is,ari 

overall agreement that· God will of a certainty repay'•orie 

for doing good deeds. The Jews will merit to inherit,the 

land of Israel · as a · reward f9r doing mi tzvos, •·for ·example. l 7 

Similarly, as a favorite son:of a king.gets the favorite 

garden, so to Israel who does the mitzvos does·God·e;ive 
18 His salvation. 

God also promises to take care of the soul of 

him who keeps His Torah.and does His commandments: 

. The soul and the Torah are compared to a· 
lamp. The so~l, afi! it is written, "The 
soul, of. man is. the lamp of the Lord, 11 · · 

(Proverbs 29:27); ~ndthe le.w, .as it is 
written, 11For ·the commandinent·,is a lamp 
and the law is a lightr" (Proverbs 6:23j 
•••• God says tor man:· ·If you guard My 
light I will guard:your light, but if you 
extinguish My light I will extinguish 
your light. 

Another explanation: •••• This can be com
pared to tvro' nien, one ·or whom possessed a 
vine-yard in Galil~e and lived in Judah, 
and the other.who lived in.Galillee and 
possessed a vine-yard in Judah. Each used 
to go· to the 9ther!s town to tend his own · 
vine-yard. Once they met and proposed to 
one another (to tend the other's vine
yard). So God sai4 to man: 11My law is 
in your hand· ~nd y<;>ur soul is in My hand. · 
If you take care of what belongs to Me I" 
will take care of ,-,hat belongs to you; if 
you destroy, .etc. 11 Therefore, it says 

~ I '1~ Q,.h ltNQ. J)(G 11 If you d.iligently 
k ep My commandments. 1119 . . . 

. . 

There are several ~ifferent stories to show 

that when a person puts the doing of right and the doi_ng 

of good deeds above his,.own personal satisfaction, he will 
' 

be worthy of a fine reward •.. One story tells of a poor .man 
·, ,·,' 

who sold half his field in order to give something to 

'I " ., 

' 
" 
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charity, and found a fo~tune buried in the remaining half 

of the ground. Meanwhile great men came to visit him and 
! •- .• 

place his name. at the top oc . the list of•. contributors, •as 
• • ' • \ ,> 

a reward for his giving I to c};lari ty. Thus , the Rabbis . :· •. ·.• ·• 

said, is the· meanine; of:.the phrase,. ~·'A man 1.s gift brings -· 
. 20 

him before great men. 11 
• (Proverbs 18:16). . . A similar ... 

story describes a man .. who bought an ass, but when.he re

turned home he found a bag of gems around 1 ts neclc. •. He 

pondered the problem of ,-rhat. to do and realized that he 

had bought only an ass, and not 

jewels to the or1e;inal·owner.6f 

jewels, so 

the ass •. 21 

he returned the 

God repays 

such honesty, of. hea.rkening::t,o commandments. In both stor

ies each man, might have, teml?orarily gained: .much by not ful

filling the c.omni.andments of ·giving a charity. and of being 
' > • ' ' • • • • : • 

honest.· However, because th~y knew.what ~as. right, God 

repayed them ,-,1th a mor'? lasting 
0

benefi t •. 

The Rabbis felt that even though .. God might repay 
.- . ,·, . ' . . 

. ' 

the doing of good··deeds. there. was. still a.. form o'r reward 
.i: 
il 

* 
or punishment here· on earth at the hands of man; the reward ~r 

~ 

of virtues; of vice. Tllus, a raven, a merciless bird, w11~,.i: \; 
,, 

~ 1' 

i-•eturn'.. to 1 ts nest and not believe the birds are his; butt.' ( l 

his l ~' _the vulture, a merciful. bird, will get pleasure from 
0 

""'\ · · • · • . · · · 22 
children, for he'will know that they are his own. The 

evil bird gets no !)leasure from his own kind because he 

is so cruel; the good bird· iei taicen care of by his o,·m. 

So also men re~ard the. doing ··of good by flocking around a 
. ,; ' .' ;· 

pious ,man to hear words of Torah, . recognizing thus that. 
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d d ., 1 -.p· ·1 < , .. -. - •••• , • ,23, t , ... ,., .. ,. .,., .. ·, ~,., (' - ;, good ee a"!.,:o l'ow0 aL•rnan,.~•--· ; ·.,:,.-~- ....,,, ... ··· 1.-.,.r . .,,_K, 
/.!,.} .. Ve ti:1 \1.T~ t,) t:·.:i.i:.' C. u ( r~e1.1 Lr:Lr'i')!~1)!tr1l 
,.:; -, .••' ,.:;:. . . .,. 

· '.But' ,the' Rabbis also were fine psychologists, as 

·has., ·been riot·ed~3f·:-. ;They::(rea:t:~zed, :\-rtth~~the ir.i :keen) (1ns:1!ght 

into, ·:the~ workine;s:·\of_;_ ·men I s1 •m:tnds ;·, ;that.t.people'. ... would'- ponder 

-theuworth•:of 19-°oing ,e;,.c·omnfa.ndinent.,1,coinp·aringt:ithe.· trouble of 

.the :deed· ;with tthe :reward.,.~to1:1'oll!ow~ (:-This:;insight;r.esulted 

: in_,1the1 wrj,-,ting. JOfLJseve_raJ:1•homi'lies H_t·o~ ·circumveht:!ianyone-!,e 

being Diore.,'.co~c·erned. with.<t.he~ . .-~e~•rardi,ofi:a. precept.-,more :'.'"'" 

·.•.-This,,bears:, 'out~~what, Scripture:·,s'a.ys:: 
11Le~ thou should ponder (Hebrew 

j" ➔• •. .' ~ ·i' ' ... ,· .,~ r,.-, -, • . ,., .. :-,.. ;·: 

;--.v_D- '~ A:.·· tei'alJ:!:)S,'.,) .• ,t~~~~pat_h .. 01' -;·;--:_ 
.life_ .•.••.. (Proverbs 5.6) •. ,,1What. isL.l 
·thei'.:inea.ning?.; ·R.·::Abba rb'.-: ,Kahana.:· said: 
J1.The1 Holy.:•One:..ble_ss·ed,,by: ,He ,❖.1sa1d·,:c-• 
:.',Do, no·t,tspend ·,time, ,,te1gh1ng:•:up,lthe,.5 
:pr.ec.epts_ ._ lof ·.t}:le: T~:r-a. h,: ·as.1 Scripture;•:•:• 
hatli'. it,,· and·:weigll edi-~e:.:moun~e.in'.,~ 

' . •. .,, • · . , -1 .. 1. .. · ,, '.in_.\scales'-·" (Hebre,1~'-·-~' :aR be-,peles.,-). 
::(Isa:1!ah ·,40:12); •arid <aoi'no;t 's·a.y ,•,;lfSeeirig 
·;_~hat ·tthis :.pre<:iept 0.Jis7 1a. grea.t,!one·,·":. I 
\ii·ll:. :perform. 'it '.because ,its :reward,·: :t 
is !e;re_att;::a.nd :seeing'-;tha.t ,the:; other i:·> 
·p~ecept ·,1S'.':a. m~nor ··one,,, I•:will/not 
_,perform it .• •~i;•What•,:did'. God1 'do?:· ,1Hei did 
not,,reveaJ!, ,to· Hia:,cr.·ea.tw::.es·,:the~:r:e-.: ) 
'we.rd :c:t'or;: each~:s·epa:rate :prec·ept", ·so·,:, 
:tha.·f 'they,:ma.y:•,perform:,a-11'.:the .pre-. 1' 
·cepts::,1ithout:1qu·est,ion1ne;·)\?.!S; •1~{~·•u 

But we do :find:~that :there. is a.,homily ,,1hic4.· contra.diets 
,",\Lt!.{!'.::(::d ~J." :'l, ... , ~).'~) ·,>:.:•·:. '.:t(, ~~--·:,.,~'!-:~·. :)i7.~.'i.~ . .., 

this belief:,,:u->·'. :.'.' ii_.,: ·: ;u:c-:.·:-·. ,.l:,• .:.'..i:::. ·,-,.,_ 
·i•!.i.1~~rl1 '. 1E·.\·~··: 1. _(: .. ·.· ... '..-'.~: .. ~~>-~·~ .c,1· ,•\J 1,:_,J, :,':c· 
:Two·. 1cornma.ndmen ts:. God, rev ea.led· (the:,, -: ·· :>;· 
rewards, and these.a.re they: the 
:aJ.:ghtest1.•a.rj.d ·the: he'aviest ;'., :,The>li'ght-·.: :, ·.:'~-~i: 
est, "Thou shalt let the mother go, 

,',f'.':: ,, butFthe::young lthoudna.yestt::take,,unto, .:,,•:< ''-B 
thyself; that.it may be well with 
thee, -and that:thou ·ma.yeist-,·prolongJ:.:,26. ·1:-:· /~' 
thy days. 11 (Deuteronomy 22:7) •. And ... ,. 

:. 't ' . .':1,~ ''. '..':.•1th1i neavi'est:: ;,11Honor":thy:.'.'father and':' , .. ,r,, :, t to 
thy mother, that thy days may be long 

.......... ~ ·! .... i \)-1-~ i, -'•i·1q.J,. 1•1·1 ,(""I ,.1:. -!•· ... •~•.;~.,_ ·.-, .. 1., ·)·:,.., t~-·.:1• · ..... --: p.•·:;:•i-..~.,·• ~,t,~· 

. ;;,_,.·;·, ~- I..,:_ ,.._1,,~- -1Ji•.~-l• ,,,,.,.,\, ... :,,..,. ·1 ... ,,.-.i.. ~·-··•· ..• ,i...., _ ,- l ..._ . .: . • ,, .. , •~ ••. ,,·_.,, .._., .·,• 
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· upon the. land,,.;that: .. the·. Lord .thy .God·,. · - : : :. ·;, 
giveth unto thee.''· (Deuteronomy 

· 5: 16) • 26 . . , · · 

However, this midra.sh· seems to be inserted only because 

a.n astute person reading 'the Torah, would ·n;tice that the . . . 
rewards were given explicitely _immediately'<after:.the'se 

commandments, a.nd lest -anyone· would destroy ,the entire · • 

argument by bringing up· these two points,. the Rabbis ma.cfe 

these the exceptions. Generally, however, .the rewards are 

never listed. The Rabbis understood human nature in this 

respect when they wrote the following homily: 

It is as if a. king•hir.ed la.borers for 
himself a.nd brought them straight in
to his garden without disclosing. what · 
he intended pfiLying, them for .the var
i'ous kinds ·of·work, lest they should 
neglect the work f,'pr which the pay wa.s 
small for work for,which the pay was 
higher. In the ev!3ning he called each 
one in turn aµd asked him, 11At which 
tree have you worked?" He replied, 
11At this one. 11 Thereon the lcing said 
to him, 11 This ·• is a pepper tree and the 
pay for working at it is one 5old 
piece. II He ·then called another and 
asked him (etc. , variously answering) 
110ne half a. gold piece for this tree 11 

and "Two hundred zuz for this tree. 11 . 

The laborers ea.id . t,o the king, 11You. 
should have informed us from the·out
set which tree had.the greater.pay .. 
attached to it, so that we might have 
worked a. t it. 11 Thereon the lcing re
plied, 11 Had !;done this how would the 
whole of my g~rden. have been worked ?-11 27 

.. -
The Rabbis listed different mitzvos, each with 

different blessings, to explain strange texts, such as 

-::;) ·.:; Q__, ·FJ -:;,j,. l T'...,,., ... / .-,,;;y--;::,. ....,--;u\ ( r 11 ? 
11Bles sed ~ ye 

in the city, blessed be ye in the field. 11 They meant to 

show by this that ea.ch mitzvah had its own blessing, but 

1 
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that 1n 

m1tzvos 

any case, whereyer one might go, there would be 
28 : . · .. · ... • 

to be done; eyen while you go on a trip, there 

would be opportunities to do.good.deeds, as it 1s said, 
11 If you should. chance upon a,.:bird1 s .~~:~t. 1129 

- ' ' . ' ' •- • ' : - . ' . ' . ' . ' ' ·: j • 

Thus wehave seen that the Rabb1s·expected a 

man to . do good deeds, and th~re were .. ·many to· do, that he . ,. 

might be blessed by God, and honored by. men. They did. not 

expect men to work to do m1tzvos without hint of a reward; 
. . 

they understood the weakness of man 111. wanting something 

in return. Yet they did not· condemn men for this; they 
'. ' ·.:' 

rather used this as a mea.ns of encouraging them t6 do.all 

the good deeds that they could, wherever they might find 

them. 
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. • .~ r ~ • -. ·, ..... ' ,, . 

Doing' mitzvos ·e.nd_'prayiri.g ,-rer~- obligations upon 
~-- .·• ·:.-. '. ,., '. . :., . ·• ·: ·,_ ~ .. _ ,' .. ' .: ::~: ::··.··. : ' ... :, ':·,_ :-'.: ··:. 

all Jews, iiccording t,'o. 'the' Rabbis.·: It,~,,re.s· taken for granted 
\ .( . • ---~ .:-· ~ _. __ .":_1 _!. ·. 

.that all men would oray; there se_ems to be no prob~em to 
''· . . . : ·~ ·: __ . -. • ' ~. :; t ·, '! . ,. :- .," :, ___ ,.. ·•,· ,,.' \ __ __ 

Ge:t people :to. pray •.. Th~ir. p~oblem. was to direct the 
. . . . ' . . ' ' . ' . 

people to pray at certain_t;mes and in certain patterns, 

a.nd to assur~ them that· their· ·prayer was as· effective under 
. ' ' .. . . .. . ' \ . . . ' ~ . . . 

those conditions a.s'when ·they were praying ·in their House . ' ' - . . . . ' ... ,.. : . _ _. . \' . . ·~··· ' . . ' . ' 

'> . ,' '":. ': .' . - 'i ' I 

of Prayer. . . ,, . : .,:,;:l __ . :· • ·· · · 
_The'.Rabbis were interested in 1teepii1l3 _their con-
. ' . . ·: ' , .- . : . . ' ' ' . . . ~ ~ ' - ' 

gregations praying in _the· sy±iagogues;.: ·this was their first 
•.• ·:. I , • .,_ . • , 

objective.' ''Tiius they emphasized first of all the excel-
• • • •·_,, • • ·, • • • 1 • ..,_ ._. .. • \ 

lence of organized worship: ·· 
. ,. 

mie.t is the meaninir C>f 11wa1t1~- at' th~ . ·,,· · 
mezuzos of my. doors 1•1 ?, (Proverbs 8: 34) • 
R. Judah said: 11 Is .then a. nie'z'tizan re
~uired for a synagogue? What it means 
is this: Just as the mezuzah is never 
remo_V;E;c:l ~rom the. do!)r, so do you. nev:er 
be. ·far _away from synagogues ·and houses 
of study. Go<;l·. s_ai9-: :; .!'If yott do s.o., ·. 
lmow. that· you will. rec.eive the. Divine· : · '· . n . . . . ' · · ' ·• II · · · · ... · Presence. . • . • • R. Aibu said: . A.-rid · ,-rhat 
is: m·ore"; · when you :s.tarid _in· the synagogue 
qod .sta,rids by. your; s_ide ~ ·. How d~ ~rei lmbw 
;this? . For· it is said~ ."God ·standeth in 
.the. col16res~ti'on .. of God.·tt_ .(Psalms ,82:1) .l. 

• _; ' .• I• • ,:_ " • •' . . • . ,. 

As one must'··~i,iay~<pr~y in· the synagogue, so must one pray 

at the, set times during: the ciay:_ 

·•. Ybu might' 'perh~ps thirtk that' a: man may 
,- .. recite the three services of the day all 

at once. The rule on this point has al-

·,' 
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ready:· been cl~arly sho'\'m in Daniel 
where it is written, 11Al.1d he kneeled 
upon his knees three times-a day, and 
gave thanks before his God. 11 (Daniel 
6:2). You might perhaps think that a 
man.may recite. them at any time he de
sires; David has already long ago 
clearly stated, "Evening, and morning, 
and at .,noonday,. will I complain and 
moan; and He hath heard my voice." 
(Psalm 55:18).2 · ' · 

42. 

We have a lovely story to prove why prayer is ineffective 
I 

once the set time for worship has passed: 
; 

This can be cpmpared to a king who had 
a favorite who had.the power to appoint 
generals, 5ov~rnors, and commanders-in
chief. Later_ the people saw him en
treating the gate-keeper to let him en
ter the palac!3, an9- he would not pel"llli t 
him. Everyone was amazed at this and 
said, "Yesterday Ii~ was appointing ••• 
and now he begs 111 vain the ~ate-keeper 
to let him enter the palace. The an
swer ij1 ven to them was: 11H1s hour is · 
past. 3 , 

The Rabbis must h9:ve had some difficulty in fill

ing their O'\'m synagogue~ at times of worship. For occa

sionally we do see evid~nce of their attempts to Ul"ge men 

to worship: 

If fate befell Moses the righteous, how 
much more so !fill .. :this be the case with 
other being who are e;iven over to vanity 
and are predesti11e9- for the Day of Judge
ment. R. Aha: said: 11 He who was once 
made a god, as it_· is said, 1 See, I have 
set thee in God I s stead to Pharoa~• 11 t 
(Exodus 7: l) ,r now supplica tea and r.ros ra tea 
himself, 11And I bes~ught the Lord. 1 

(Deuteronomy 3:23). 

Thus, using Moses as the example of the perfect man, the 

Rabbis are suggesting that the comman man too has much use 

for prayer. 
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How should a ip.an pray? We see that one should 

always pray with Kavannah, Inte11tion, Devotion. -- Hannah 
..... ~,..,,lr,'I)~..,. ...... . 

prayed in :P,er heart , and her. prayer.- was answered. 5 Ac cord-

ing to the Rabbis praying in one's heart is the way to 

worship. 6 Similarly, they say th.at when you pray thus'\y, 

you should pray 11with all your heart" (Deuteronomy-·6:5), . ' . . 

that is, not with "two hearts, 11 one thinlcing of God and 

the other thinlcing of business matters, but it should be 

with one united heart. 7 _ So also they quote the Shema to 

shou that 11 with all thy heart and soul" means even when 

they take you1• soul. They ·recount the well-known story of 

R. Alciba and R. Pappas,_ \'Tho were both thrown into prison, 

and how R • .Akiba, when being martyred for the sake of 

Torah, announced that 

the phrase, "with all 

at last he understood the meaning of 
. 8 

thy soul. 11 All these homilies sue;-

gest thus that the whole attention or· the worshippers must 

be given over to prayer~wnenever he is praying and under 

whatever circumstances,_even under death, 
. -. ..... ·-

But though some Rabbis preached strongly for in-

dividual prayers, there.were.those who advocated that com

munal prayer was much m9re desirable. Thus we read, 

11But as for me, le;t me pray, 11 (Psalm 
69:14). David, because he prayed as 
an individual, said, 11 In an acceptable 
time" but the 1 pray~r of a community 
never remains unans\'1ered. This is the 
force of the expre~sion, "As the Lord 
our God is whenever we call upon 
Him. 11 (Deuterono~y 4:7) .9 

f( The Rabbis are ever assuring people that God 
~{ ,r hears prayer, and is nigh to. them who pray. For even· 

f 
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though. God is not here,, he hears, .unlike :the idols made 

by men, th~ t are here bµt . do,· not h~a:i;- ~ lO: · In a . midrash 
' ' . 

based on peculiar textsi,from1 the. Hagiographa, -.Gog. is sho,,m 

as answering prayers after .. forty days, or. after thirty, 

twelve, one, or even before. a prayer had been\rttered.11 

It was important that worshippers not expect immediate 

answers to their petitions; they were, however, to.have 

confidence that their petitions would be answered. 

Of what value is prayer to the individual? Once 

again we see that the Rabbis realized that the people 

needed to be motivated by_goals and rewards, and so: they 

proceeded to explain th~ good to come from pr,;i.ying •.. They 

explained.that you will.bec_ome.God-like with God_'s good,.·: 

' ·att_ributes -if you pray, .a good psyc_hological phenomen: _:,. 
\. . 

If one worships idpls he ,.becomes like 
unto them, as:it is said, "They that 
make them shall be like unto them"., 

~' I 

(Psalm 115: 8) • Shpuld then not one 
,-,ho. worships . God all the more,.become -
like unto Him?l2 · · · · · · · 

. t .... 

Also: a man who says 11.A.lne~>{ that' i;, i•fh.o ~r~ys, 1n''t~1~' .. , 
I , · ,• _.- .' ~ "' ,... . , , •~~:J:I, '-

,,,orid, wiil be able to ~ay :lt. · 111' the/ ,-1orld to:. com~; i 3· 
.·, . ' ' · :· '. .. -. · · ... •-·. -~, :·:··· .. C· .-_: e ·: .·· .-: 

thus, the re\'1ard of prayer is life everle.stine;. And, if 
. 

one wants to be purified of sins in this world, he must 

not 
. . . . . ·.•~ :! ,··:.••·, .. (·.: ·· .. , :_,::· ~-:'~ ';·.~ •·:,·· .. l•,•:.: . .'...:~ 

only do something to redress his wrongs, but he must 

also pray, as·, 1·t is. tlie w~y io be . p~·1iied~14 '. ••, ' _.: · .. : ,· ' ·,;_ :_, 
\'. , ,~. ;; ~:. ~-• I ' \ • • / • _. '. •. • •• :' ' 

In this situation, i.e., 'purifying yourself of 

sf~s' t'1ie ho111[1~ ~q_ove equates the :two' tlii'.Ii~~ whe:r~~s the 
' .. . .L ::> ~- J..' ·_,._i ··/;. ·,.-.. . )l, -~ 

Midrashist shows us that prayer is more important than the 

' ,\ .. 
. I . ,.•. ,I', 

' i 
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God saw,•that in,:the.,future,,the :·M1kdash· 
would 'be1;destroyed,-i.a.nd:,so he .:ordained 
torlisrael that,- they -;should~.pra.y::three 
times each 1. day,,: ·:for,: pr.ayer: is 1.more be
l_qved t•b~fol:'e 1.th~ Holy •One cBlessed:·:be He 
!,hania :.thousa.n,d ·,good :.deed~; · ·for: as soon 
as ,·-it ,-was ·,·decreed ,that •Moses :-could,:not 
enter:),he ;land,;jhe·,,bega.n to. ',pray.,.,,,And 
1mmed1at,ely,·;.God ,said, ) 1Enough;:ldo not 
increase. your ,-w.ords, ibut .-go:un: to.,Mt. 
Pise;ah,,1_1, ,(and: see_ the ·land) ~15 :1 : ••• 

:.•,·:.,,.·~•:.: • .-.. l .,., ·
1

• :.:•. I:· •. , ... ,., • ~•• ~•• • ~I 

The .idea· "that man is able to pray no me.tter 

where he•finds himself is proven by the.11beral•use of quo

ta.tions .from the :Torah., Thus, the quotation used concern

ing the doing•·. of deed, ::;i~lr· :,~\k fl"'?) :I') 1-:f"rl · • :.:;u-.1 :'f !Y'? 

.·(j.C( ·, is .als.o used :concerz:iing:prayer ·to show .,that .one 

can pray no matter where one finds. ·himself •. :That :is, re-· 

" transle.t1ng the· Hebrew quotation, the_ Rabbis f1nd.;1t .means· -

"Say. 'Bor)lch:~ttoh1 ':1n ,the city; say !Borch attoh1 •1n:the·· 

·1 ld ·1116 ·Si l 1·· ,·, ~ e •• , ·. , . mi ar. y, the _verse used often as a pre:yer; ·:, •·· 

f .J>k97i, -;,J"'lc. ,- y1!")? 1·,lr~ .c;')_j)t T'7f>'' "Blessed· w~re 

ye-111 ·,your ·.coming;. may ·.ye· also be ble.ssed in your :e;·o1rtgll_ . 

is ,_used ·to mean ."Blessed we~e .ye in your. ,go1ng.·.to •.the :House 

of,,Study or the•House .. o.f·Meetine;, etc. 1117 Thus, every· 

quotation ca.n·,be· shown to refer to ·spec1f1c·,plaoes '.for 

prayer •. ' •- .. 

The Rabbis_ also . found. need to explain certain : 

practices in the synagogue.,· The -question wa's, raised', 11.Why 

do•• .one way • Ti I· ' •p (,1,,\ IJ\ I b~N' "I I p:, J)ll.,c ·TI"'? • 
silently?'·'. They ·answer_; .it· in a, homily ,<using ·a· simile -to 

.. 

;rThe,Rabbis .. :say: •11,When Mo·se's:ascended.-:•to :,,. 
heaven he heard the ministering angels 
saying to God, 'Blessed be the name of 

I 

._I 

', 
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/· 

·· · i • :: · His · glorious kingdom for ever and 
ever. ' Moses brought this do,-m to 
earth~ • And why do· not. Israel make· 
this declaration publicly aloud? 

:R.: Asai: replied',• , '.This . can be com-
pared to a man w:i-io stole jewelry 
from·the:royal palace which he gave 
to his wife, tellin13 her not to wear 

: ! ,, . : these. in public, but only in the · 
house. 1 But on the Day of Atonement 

:. ,, '.: · when Israel :,.s as pure as the min-
·.···• : , istering me~s they do recite it 
. . . . , .publicly. .. 

46:: 

By.homilies such as these we today are able to know some

thing of. the practices. of former: days·. 

.·. Al thoue;J;i prayer was considered one of the most 

important methods of reaching God, it was not as sure a 

means as renentence. Israel is told never to be afraid to ,es-~ 
appear before God to m~ke repentance, for as a father never 

rejects a son ,-,ho, appears before him, so does God consider 

Israeib as His son.19 Israel is also told that ,-,hile some

times God may or may not listen to prayer, He always is 

near ,-,hen Israel is do;tng repentance, as it is said, 11I;et 

the evil man forsake his way ••• and return unto the Lord 

and He will pardon him~ 1120 

Here we see one of the great reforms of the 

Rabbis, They knew that critics of religion rise up when· 

a worshipper sins and returns to his pew. They therefore 

advocated that no amount of prayer would help absolve a 

sinner. In such cases they preached that God was not near 

to prayer. God would always be near, they said, when re

pentence was first made. The importance of repentance and 

the elevation of prayer over sacrifice were two great 
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stands made by the Rabbis. 

We have.seen.therefore, that the Rabbis believed 

that one must pray with Kavannah wherever one prayed, and 
' every opportunity was given for·prayer to be said. They 

taught that it is beet to pray with a congregation~but 

that it was better to pray alone than not at. all. Prayer 
,. 

would be answered, for God was near to the worshipper. 

Prayer did something to the individual; it made him easer 

to be like God in all His goodness. Repentence, followed 
. '. 

by prayer, would atone for sins, they felt. 
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Chapter 6: 

LAW AND LEADERSHIP 

A well-ordered community, ,tith fe.ir judges and 

strong honest leaders we.s a goal that the Rabbis preached 

.about. During the years these homilies were being written 

and spoken, the Jews lived in autonomous communities 

throughout the world, or in semi-self-governing sections 

of the community._ The Rabbis sought to ensure the practice 

of right judgments under able men./ We see that the Rabbis 

taught that God was concerned with the activities of men, 

and played an important role in their lives in relation 

to the rightness or wrongness that leaq.ers showed their 

people. 

Justice is considered one of the pillars of the 

1·rorld, and so man is to assist ·God in the right..:.runnirig· 

of His tmiverse: 
. ·. 

Do not make mock of justice, for it is 
one. of the three feet of the world. 
Why? For the sages have tau5ht: On 
three things the _world rests, on justice,. 
on truth, and on peace. (Avos 1:18).· · · ·· 
Know then full well that if you wrest 
judgment, you shake the world, for it 
is one of its pillars. The Rabbis say: 
Great is the power of Justice, for it 
is one of the feet of the Throne of 
Glory·. , Where is this found?. For it is 
said, "Righteousness and justice ... are . 
the foundation of Thr. throne; mercy and 
truth e;o before Thee 1 (Psalm 89: 15) • . 
God said: 11Since the.punishment fol 
judgment is so severe, take heed. 11 

. . 

When the judges do according to their station,_. the11 God. 

assists in aiding man,·too: 
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·. At .•the -time 'cwhen:·Judgesr~do.'.'right•.with' •'· · 
mankind • • • when justice flourishes on 
earth,. the Holy !.Orie~:Blessed ber·He-:·does i•.•',. ::, ·: 
ri[3htously with mankind, and delivers 

.. :!~e~~!r~~;~~:~ession :.' •• :·a.nd'.good:~comes · ,i 

God demands righteous~e~s and justi~e not only 
·:1 1 :,·:, ·_:,.~.' .~':...···_1'",1:._:_::,1:~. ···:-,;::_r~',;:.t· .. ~--· 

from the officials appointed for these tasks, but from 
_: :·. •, f •:· · • ... r;, .'·' i_ ;~ ,;.,- '. .•· •. 

everyone: 
. ' 

Two things are in His hand, namely, the 
s·oul and Justice.· The Soul, ··as it'.is•.· ; · · " , . 
written, 11 In whose hand is the soul of 
every living being11 (Job 12:10); .and •· ~- .. : ·.::c 
Justice, as it is written, 11And My hand 
take hold on judgment. 11 God said:. 11 The 
Soul and Justice are in My power; do you ~~~i:~ 11~ustice, and I will gua~~;'·fof~ . ' 

For in this homily God• speaks not . to. Moses, ·or :·to the judges 

of the community, but to every man of, Israel. Every man 
,, . "t'i 

should do justice,wher~ver he can,:and.his soul will be 

saved by God in return. 

God takes part in every:1matter-of: law, the Rabbis 
,\ .. t ... -:"! • >;.. -;'"• 

felt. No judge should sit alone, begins.an-halakhic dis-
. ' . . ) . . ~ 

• • , • _. • • • i.._ ' ••• : • :.;: .. ,' '_·, 4 
course for God alone can sit and-make judgments. There-

. :· } ,- ) 
. '-· ..... \ 

fore each judge should consider his-casf::) realizing that 

God is, if it were possible, sitting beside him sealing 
~:; .. '. -,~:.•.·:· ' ,, -· .•, ~.:; ,:·-; ~-J, ~;-~~( -.-·:. :,,:\ .. . ... --~:-

each verdict with.His seo.l of Truth. 

The imports.nee of justice ritually is shown by 
.-: I_',\~. ~-.< .I . :• · .. ' ~~ffl,•.· 

• 

the viewpoints expressed concerning the relationship between 

sacrifices·· and justice. As lone; as the·Temple:stood, the 

sacrifices held. good. ·With the destruction of the Temple, 

however, justice came into its·own to replace them. Thus, 
' ' 

' ' 

all the sacredness concerning the-sacrifices must be trans-
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ferred to justice. Similarly, sacrifices worked for sins 
. . 

committed unwittingly, but· justice is-concerned with all 

sins. Also,·· sacrifices are good only ·in this world and 

here on earth, but· justice fa ma_de in· heaven and the world 

to come as well, 5 .· So one should be _as scrupulous concern

ing justice as the priests. were about· the sacrificial 

cult, for justice ·is now more important than sacrifices. 

What are the requirements the &:lbbis considered 

necessary in order to be a judge? R. · Berekiah said in the 

name of R. Hanina: 
' Judges must possess seven qualities 

and of ~hese· three are: they must be 
wise men," and understanding; and full 
of lcnowledge ! And the other four are 
as enumerated elsewhere in Torah: 
"Moreover thou shalt provide out of 
all the >-peopl~ able men, such· as fear 
God, men-of·i:.ruth, hating unjust 
gain, 11 (Exodu·s 18: 21). · And why a.re 
not all stated together? To tell us 
tha.t if men possessing all the seven 
qualities ar~ not available then those 
poasesa~ng four are selected; and if 
such are not available, then those 
possessing three are selected; and if 
even these are not available then 
those with one quality are selected, 
for so it is written: 11A woman af valor, 
who can find" (Proverbs 31:10). 0 

Another. midrash states.that a judge must be strong to en

force the law and clearly above suspicion, A story explains 

what the author meant to say: 
. .. 

There is a story of R. Hanina ben 
Elazar, who had a tree planted in his 
_field, ,1hose, branches hung over into 
the field adjoining his. Once a man 
came to.him for legal decision and 
said, 11The tree belonging to such and 
such a man is hanging over into my 
field. 11 He said to him, 11 Come back on 

'' 
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the morrow and I will decide the case. 11 

The man,replled, "All the cases which 
come before you are,dec1ded·1mmed1ate
ly, but~my case you are pushing away!" 
What did R. Han1na do? He immed1ateJ,y 
·sent workers. to cut down the tree which 
planted.in his own field was hs:nging 
into the next field. The next day that man 
came before<h1m for.the decision. He · 
said, 11 It 1s necessary that the woner of 
the tree must cut· 1 t down. 11 The· ffiafi . 
said, 110ho! .And what about that tree 
in your garden that hangs over into 
someone else's field?" He said, "Go out 
and see, and just as you see what I have 
. done, do yourself to your o,m. 11 Immedi
ately the man went and did so •. And that 
_is why ~ t is: written, "There should not 
be any disqualifying matter to a judge 
or an officer. 117 

Just as a judge should,be without disqualifying marks, so 

should the officez:- apppinte·d to · carry out the punishment. 8 

Above all, judges are warned not to be respect

fulful of anyone 1n high office, or with wealth, but to 

remember that all men are equal under the law •. They point 

out the consequences of malting an.exception to the la'l'r out 

of respect to authority by telling the story of Shimon ban 

Shetach and the court that respected the king unduly, and 

'\'tere all killed. 9 Many other homilies repeat this common 

but important thought •. Equality under the law was similar-
, · 10 

ly demanded for rich and poor e.1111:e: 

If two men appear before a judge for 
judgment, 9;1§! rich and another poor, 
the judge should say to the rich man, 
11Ei ther •. dress in the same manner as 
he is dressedi or clothe him as you 
are clothed. !1 l 

If there 1s any respec~ing of faces, then a mistrial can 

be claimed.12 
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The leaders .of the community have a great re-
i ~; .. ' . •. ; ;:- .,., '"'.' 

sponsibility to the peoplei·"too.··· When the leaders are 

without blemish, and do what is proper, then the people 
~t'.''"l""J'~--;---:--·.· ·:·;.-·;:~;"'ft/·: ._-•(•.:,·\!,"•~-.,-,-nc ·;,,:_;·r_" ,'t.:t- :,.;1-;::;:·."\--~.\ 

who follow them."db"likewise."' "·Wnen' 'the, 'tea:ciers · bee ome 
·,~,.-jq-4 f i··.·,;:,•: i~'\,,,,,:•··•\,.,,:il ';-,°',:."! .:.·;-.,··t,:. '::1:\'",1-.-.~ .·,·( lit,•·:1 l ·-,~·,:), .. 

perverted f'rorii 'the 'right; theri tlie people'·follow· them·to .. 
·, , ''. •·;: ... ,,, ·•~· ."! • •• , • .-, ~:-.,_•, ·13:"r";·· 1 .. 1(''•.• •.; ,·,_" ~-·: \••,1'1"'-.,"!' '-'. t.,J' ·i• ,,,:·, ·,;_._ •.. ·--~,-~ ~1 

that which'is wrong. · When the heador·a snake wa.nts"to 

, •.. •.- ,.,,": !.,. -•--·•.,1, -~ .. ;.. •.• ,, ... , •. •-! .. ,~. ·- !···-··, -~ "r·•·-,,· '· -'.'. 
their resporisibili ty) · 'then· the· ,:,ise- meri · are fouiid listen-

ing to counsel' of 'the youh5aters. Whei1 the:ta11·~eekS to 

::.:::; ~:·d, . :h•~.' th: • ~~ader~ · arf g,i11 t~ • ~d ~•~~~1,• . • : ··. • •· 
.. , .. _., :· -•,,. 

· ·, , • 1 • .- ·, , i •. • , . ! ' · .• , • 

led· by 'luminaries ~who can show the way. A story concern-
:: ';'• ' . i.~·-:·• l. r•, • .. •,;:•,';. ::-1. ,·; C>., '·•. '.· .',"> ','_'·.••'I•,,, ~ •-• :.·,1 

ing Moses points out this aspect of ·human nature~ The · 
· ' t , ,, ' , · \ i .. ,_ , ' '' ·. l . ', _.: , • .•, .J, •,, • , •• • •:'. t ·, •. ' j', ;_ :'· ·': •' _• _., 'r·• ,'' !-. \ • • ,• 

story·deals'with· a-blind man who.dropped a f'ew·sma.11 coins. . . 

Knowine; that ·no ·bn~·; wotl.ld help him' find these'' he: dropped 
~ ·: ' ) ' ,, . ' . ' : ' . . . . . ' . ·• . ' . - , , .. _ ... .' ' . ' -. . '' . , .. ' ' ,-. •. ,·' . . . ' ~ •' ... " ; ' 

in a: gold ·coin- of large denomination, and many assisted 

him in 'picking up the total gr~up-'of··coins'~15 : Th1s' poirits 

out the 'place 61': lee.d~rship in cbm!Iluni tY' lffe~ ,, · · 
. . . ' ; -. . ' 

· · · ·Thus, the Rabbis advised the people, their 

jude;es and: their, lead~rs ·tc, do' jusf.icei:f'or: ~il men, that 

their 

t6'd6 

• •" , ; . I . ,·. • I . ,_- , • \ • • ' ' • .' • : •, • • ,. • ·, ! l /, • • 

communities· might be' free· of trouble.· 
, ; . l ·, °". • • •.·, •• • 

justice for God desires Justice. 

;, . ·, 
' ' ••- 'I. ' ••• 

',:,:".liL<·· .. •.·_.;•~·.:·1
·; :' .. ' Hf. i_-~· .. ·~· 

. ··- ·~· ,, ,,,,. ,.~ 

Ea.ch man was 
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· .. '· ,._, 1 .,,,.. r ·.r~ t ~ l"i ,~-: ~:- r.j \~ ... :::r.·~ ·~\':1 r· r· \.. ~.-.. ":_ ·::.: ~ ; · ~-r~-, CJ.Ji 
r· •. · -~. I· • ... •· ~ •··, "" "'.' • ·• ''"'"" '"!"' ., ... , ,. ,., ., ..•. , ,.. "' •· 

MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS BY :,.THE 'RABBIS' 
t:···f:' \'..1.llt, [t71{~ ~~t;:.1_L: .• ·:.,:·.! !L1.1·.1 .. ",:;~_:'~} 1 ... '..li._; ?L•· .. t 
._.._: •-•'1',r'-tc -I·.-,._, .• , ••·'..,r.:,,<· ·••r•·• .... ,,·-,. ~~r•,\;,;.,:- 1•:"r· 

~c~~ t~:r.ed .::t.l??;'c,:i,igh~u~. ;"~f'.l~ ·~~~-e.')~qok.~ ,''.9t homileti-
---•J.:.,"' ··-·~ •.'','J•.·.:- .. -- .... , ... _. • ........ l..!·1:- .• , •• <.,j.._; ............. .. 

.. : .• _ ..... #.,• ... ,,., .... ~ .. , .••. ~--,··,·\' .·•,.,.,...,,., .,~ .· .: ;--
cal midrash~111: :on' Deti~~rono~y: _are· thous~:t.s' _·qf ·.th~·;Rabbis 

:. ~:...:; •.. '..:. ···• •• ,;. :,,,;..;. • .. :. " •. , • ' ... ' :.. .. ,_ ; ..• __ t •. ·• - :,, ~- -·-

·./ _ •. , ., • -· •· ,_,.·; .. "'. ,.:.,.; •1"' ·•"'"i~ :·',,. ;''..,,.') ,•;,.-~ 

that while ;f~ ~de,~th'.J~~r~hy''.~{ a ~ffl~;~~i.,r :~?~P.\· ~~ch, are 
·.·.·1··· • • .- ·,·· ~-, .• , .• , ,, ~- ·, .. ,·-••r"'·l :.1 .... , ... 1 ·i'•··t 

not found in:'sufficierit ,quantity. ·for 'such··a _par:t in this 
.•. · .. ·.: \.,: ''., ... ,'_: 1\. ·,., -'\ '· i. _ ... ;, -~.;._:. 1;,f.:.,..'. •.• 

,d •' '. , •, •, • , , • • '. , •, • ' •, .'. '. , • .. •. > ,• " \ • i'•, ( I ',' .. ' 

examination~ · These. thoughts __ are,· however·, important to . . ' '• ,· .. ." ," ' ,.. . ../. 

note. They all are aphorisms, words to the wise,. or sug'."' 
•_ \l I::•, ·~:•_·'.·: :' : '.. ·,· ,.·,:.;.•• ,::~:• . .'~ : .•.-~I 1.··• .:;• .. :;.:,::• .. •.,•.•-••"•••· 

gestions.on how to liv;e a goqd_life. __ Mo_st_o_f:_~hese .. tlloughts 
.":··. :.:. ·- .. :··_, ... : .. •• _'i,_:'::'.·"•::i ... ::.. ..·. ,: . .. .'.'· ... ·: . -: •.J,./ t,_',.· .. :•.: ... '.:.'. ,.: · •.. i 'f ·:.;, 

are compl~t~ly ~pp~ic~ble 
' • >, ' ' ' ' • ...... : : • '. ·., ! '. · .• ' t. ·': : '., •. • 

knew the mind of man • 
. . ' : . ,! ' .; . . . • ,. • ; ,.'. :, ·. ~ . . . '.' ; ; . ' ..... 

S~mla~.,is f?:~d. 9-~o~e~_)1er.~._:, r ,qnf3 _ _is~, .. is,,.~f:!.ap7~. ~3:le11 •.• , 
'J .. . • , , 1 ,' ,r •••• ,,,._, .J .t,l,' 1,, \ f .I\ \,..1.11. • -·~•J 

SIi ]H, tl,:n '>-~he :~_13 .c~~~~~n:\s , .. fq~ ;t1}~: .?~~~A?}it:.o~.;.:,:• ,:; " 
living; it is found in the one sentence from Habakkuk 2:4: 

.· , ; _:_ '.-'._· .. ·,. _·: .. ··.;_.·, ·'. J~·<.· :' ·,., ·-;~ .. · ;;(-:.-.·.·,·.;,,. ,_,;,1 • ·.:·.1•:.: .. ~: ~·-- ,, .. ~· , ·: .. ~·.-.>'..-.:.-;· ... <:: 

i•:,_i?!~_r_>·:::1-1.'J'Nlc~ T"~.91 11
The righteous man lives by 

his faith.•~~ More detailed rules for living are, also. . . 
1 ... :~ -~: ... ,>:.1,. _·-·.:.-: .. ··, ...... .-~.11:_,_._ :.~:• ::::~r.'--:.:.::~ ... .- 1:..~~-~.~-..... : .. ·:.1~: . .-1.::~-t -.-..':1·--~~'..l 

~~g~~st_~d•,:•. ·: .-::::·.:- ·.'.':<i·,·_•i ,.r:-·•:· .,- .. r_:-,a :.-c:···,·,:,. '.c.· •:;·,·,~.:·:. :•:•:- ·•:•·· 

, . . , :. :~,~.-~?t.,li~W5~t~, .. ~ay ·J:~~,- ~1?.}1i_sl·-... r1,~~~c1 ·~8- .t~~tt•·:• 

words of advice, especially hearken to the Torah,. for .. 
·'.• •.:J ':·1~· ~ .... (:::.,~.~~·~,;;, ·:.:',l'i,, ·:;·:·:_ ..... ·~(.~ ;;:··. :\(! .. :.'::T>i.:.r-'\,'·',"I · .. ~:.:: .. :·.~!:_:; t..,~~ 

God said to Israel: ' . •·;~ 
.. •·~-.i .·•:\:·.~'.: '.·.1:r·_;_ ~-1 .··•,·!('L:;_:-., .I', . .' ~ \ ... ·· .. : . : ( ... .. . , .. \ '",. • .. 

... 1 .• ,,}f yo_t1 ,"1:111 d~_-¥hat __ J~c-~ri.~t,~!,): in,:t~i,s
1
,bop~_:.;::,•·,,1:: 

· · - · ·you will:'•be saved· from this sword; and if·--····· ---· 
... not, you will be slain by it.2 

_ .• ... !1.~_:, .. ~_'f:._j/--~J:~~"l __ " ..... '.:.-._. ~): .. ,.:: _;.<;:_::_'.·'"i:~;:·." 

l'~e., Bf13 .a.~-Il,l,?J:li.-sr~~ .~91 b«:1 .. understanding .~n.!i. long-
-...... ·--· ·Ht,.,,,,1 .... · .. ,'._~ ... ,.• ...... .,., L\JJ. ••. , ....... .... 1 ....... ,.. .· ., ...... • ~. 

suffering._,. ~~_r.~ :~~~-a: 9e_a,1;1~~tu;L ,flPII\_ilY,. __ d~pi9.tJng, ;~u~h: .. -, .-
- : '1_;. '._·_.<:: ,ii, ... ·"-, , ... .,.~. ..... .. ,'.e ::.' LJ· .. --. •· l., .. l ...... J •' .• ,,, ·•' u·,, • ii•··./ · .. , "'''"'l 

virtues: 

,, 
I 

" ,,, 
,: 
' 

'' 

" I' 

\ ' 

" 
' 
I' 



I 

., 

·1:. :.,:J. .-,c,:"rA1,kirtg:.rtook' a wife for himself' ••• and 
adorned her at his o'\'m exoense and 
Lbrought'. iher :1ntcr, his', !house. '., 1Seeing -· 
he:rn~behaving! :fami'liarly .with: .onei:of ,hi's 
,se'r.vants·. lie:: !became', :angry.\ with:. her., and ,; 
's'ent' •her. 'a'l'ia.y1,.,, :i Heritgroomsnian"came• 1to 
~the·,,kiri.g.,'and···said:-tto::h1m·, .11Sire"," do·•;you 
,not·.::101.ow,,from. where you took he~? Was 
she not brought up· among slaves? Since 

!she, 1wa.s' ;broU:e;ht\'µp' 'a~cirig _1s la:V:es',::..she.11s j::,1U1-;, .tr 
familiar with them!" •••• Similarly did 

' : . ;_ : ' :, .:Moses, :speaJt,·:.to: ,God:iai'ter ,the:<Golden ··,. D ·. :' • : .:. 

Calf incident: 11D1d you not know what 
' :_' 'they'. ·were 'hefore.,You ·brought::them out L .i 

. ' 
,of_ ,;the .. LB.Il:d of ,Ee;yp.t?". And God answer-

, · :: .... · ed··,· 11 Do you.:then .not want •Me to>be ,re- , :: ,.c,: ·• 
conciled with them? 113 

.,. , .. •, ' ' 
: ; • • ' •• J ~ "' 

So ,-1e are to infer that every man too is to be understand-
_._:·_. __ , ·': ':(·::,.·/ J, :: ~- :-... '\(::·:;··· ... ··~ ·.'il ·~~ ~:" \~.~ -~.:•.·,,, __ :'.~ r"; _'.. ·1_•::.r-·.,--:'.·~~.':,_'·.·-

.ing of those around him;_ Bu~ when we do become angry, as 
--;,··1,. r,_.-: . . :::.! ,_1,, -_:,'.:,·~:::•:_•: -:.,_r ·._ic.':.i\:· ,,;·'~--'.: j·1';. ;·• -~:<._·;··:-· _- J_-... ~--•~.l::,' 

men are wont to become,· we a.re told not to be hasty in 
.: <:.::-:r.- JcC. ;:.:-... ~•. :~.r·:.i~,-.:· t~.·/i·,-:t •:.:~~ .. ··:?·.~.-.-\·~t.-.. :.:·._:.-:::•:·.~·:·: 
our action.a. _Moses waf:!1 .. angry. at ~he sight ot the Golden 

;_:'.:· :•:· :.;,: t.1;·•~·· : __ .. _,-~·:~:.i!<:-11 '.•-.· .. :[1:: ···t;··.,:·.1.~;:,~~-~;. 

Calf, and ibr·oke-,the!,Tab;I.ets·'of.: Stone.·•· God· had to tell 
'.!f:-;:.c_"•.<:'">;~-i,•:·:.• .. :; •.-;.<t:~· J .\".1{.l:•.:~- 1~...-f' t:\'i"('l 7,c •:,•·• 

him, when ·hie' anger had,:dim1nished'," 1to ::6:ew"arfother like 
-~-(·- ;.':; .. ;_r::-:•:·::: :,'.1·:····: •• }'.:- ·(' 1.•-.::~~--.-:::,.-:,_!_ ._;.,- -r ~.:;;5: 

the first. :, God' had ·self-coritrol-; He d1d.'not·,destroy Moses 
:~~' •. J :·_,;:_,~;_,-,'·''.:_· : .' ··~l_-'.!

0 \··.·,f,;' -,~_: . ... •,·,.:, ·:·:.·i:.~{ .. 

or Israel '·for•'thei:r"'.wealme~ses. 4 So too are ·we to learn 

···. ·" ·.:·, :, , <we ·should ais'o·;be· able 'tc:i' ticCept· cr1tic1slli' -when 

'we· have cione 's'oinethfrie; :wrori(l. ','Tl'le· people :a:.ccepted1,the re

huke'Ei i:Jr· MOses 'in' silence.'5, '-'·•They 're'alized·,that·'th~ycwere 
' .. 

open ;f61~ rebukea·,:;but·· they '·di'd not ta;ccept the<'ch1d1ne;s:·or, 

Balaam, :th'e1z• 1erien:fy.'·! They;.'d!d-, hc:i'iiev·er~ accept the :rebukes 
··, '\ 

'of 'a ·f~ierid{ Mos~s·. 6 · 'Thuif/ we'rare«shci~m-·that the· :r:-°ecukes 
. .. ,. . ' .. . . · .. ' 

:.• · : . :; '.' · : By':compari:ng' the ::actions . of' :a horse ··t'o· 0 that of' 

·a large' nian•,,1th~f'-Ra1::>b:t's :!'tell· ·'u's more about the way a man 
.. •'••·, \' ... ··, .. . ,. 
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should -conduct ·,himself•· ,-. :cJ• .·,:- ',. .. ..· _. ... ... e,1_ .. _•.,.t-._:, J ,: • 

· · :. · ·· - ,: :Be.1not• -a.a ,·a. --librse,c:which has 1no intel-./J :', , : •;:-;, ... 
ligence. There are six things that are 

.·.'.>: eaid•::ot.,a:. horse.: ,:,:1:t ,eats-~much but does 
little, ft loves lewdness, loves war, 
i;s'.:hau~ty; ~e .1 el.~-~l ·~-1~~.1? _:-~-. ~; , Be •not as ... the ,horse ••• ,,,. , .... ,,,., 

(T--~::0._}_~--~ ·;_;~:? ~r~),, 
A good life i~ difficult to attain, the Rabbis 
:J,.;.":!. ··} ..... '1,::_!. :- '_, '.·; :.:·;;:, __ ~ .. ,: ..... :.~:i ,_, ~- ·_,_;; 

ad.mi t. But_,, '.they 'point'.: out, :•;ariything :worthwhile is. Is 
'.1 ~ :·.-.\~ t· ·.! l ~, ( :;' (~ ::: \-~_::,, : ~;.'; ,. Ji) 

it not difficult to "establish Jerusalem as the top of 
1j_-: :.~ •. ~.:-·· _ _-_: .-:,(·;, "i••._ ....... :~•·; ··.-:·;·•·•,,a·;_ ... _:."'··.·;,:=:, ·>.::i:.·. ,.:.r::: '.:'.:.•=.-~::. '.~;:_:,;·:i··: 
the mountain? (Isaiah 44:l) And how should a righteous 

_, l. .•· • ', . , r ) , .. f . • ,. , . , , , ,". . ,-.. , . , . , I . •, 
) • I • '·. ; J _' ·,. ' '., . . ' - " ' . . ', l, • .. ' ~ , \.. :, '.' ·, . ~• ., ' 

man he?. He should be one who says little but does much. 
: ~.:• __ .. _.' •;:,·•;:::•·; ::•.·:::--. :.r.:•.~•.~,·d·•'·, t~-,-~ . . ,'.·.•.! :.,.'l~·••::•,\"'(_';l_.•:1_" <~:,.::, 

This thought is a common one in Midrashic literature • 

. '._~·.·. ·,;,·-. !;;: '' -~·:·.l°:":':··.1. :.~:~· \·.·':'.·:··'!" 

using God as a prototype of Righteousness: 
., ,, .. ,., ' .. :'. ,·. :· ... , .. ~-~•1•. '•. ·- ., '• •. -~ · •. ·,·_,·, . '. ,, ;;·-,.'' 

The ·Holy· on:e Bl'essea-·b•e· He proinfs~a:-
, · ._,." · -.-Abraham· that He .would. deliver ,his .. , , , -• , . -. •'• ' ·. • ' • . • .' .. - , . '• •. -• > ._- ,._, . . ~ . . -.· • - .. _ , ,. • .. ' .· I . ' • 

descendants with a word of two let-

i.. ..,. ·· -. · 'i~;1~~~d~4:·• th~~~H~:, r~~=!~!~-•b~e,in~!~:.-: ,:= ''._,:;::' 

., ,_ of.- sey~;n:~y~t!'i'o Jet,t~rs.,- -e:s ,the_re are· ···. ·, -.. 
that-number of letters in the verse, 

.... , ·Peuteronomy 4,:3~!.~. 

We ,are admon,i~he~i; ,t_oL stay -away_ {rom .slander, 1:° . 
for not_ o;nly _does •:it .4~_!3tl'QY1 J,h_e,.one ,who: j,_~ slander~d,: · , 

11 but- also him .who tells ,it and him ,who listens .to it. r--• •· /: . . ' . ' . . . \ . ' '. . " ... •· . . . '. . . ., ' . - . ' ., ' ... - . ' , . '. 

Similarly,; one who_ spe_a~!3,,_sl~de~ wi_l_l in.,t~-,b_e ,_sl_an~ ,,, 

de~eg.; 1.2 'and as _po_ieon :~Pi'~El.~B ,:);hrough ,the, •l:i,mbs :Pf a,-pian·, 

so_._will !:!lander spoken in Syria affect those living in 
13 

Rome. As. a puni!3hme,nt , fo;r-: orea~ing sland_er,. :the .. _Se,rpe_n.:t 

s,uff~J:'~_d, the: penaltie!3-. qf1 ,h!3,ying ;hie.-· tongue\ and. hi~. ,fe~t 

severed by God, that -he :could. np ~1ong~r _spe11k :B:l~nder., o:r, 
14 

carry .. it-(thro-q_ghou:t,,the _l~~d •.. >·•~ ~~ ~- .1 :·1.· .. ,,. , ··,,, _-., __ ,:) 

Peace, the pursuit of peace, and the love of it, 

' i 
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are ._strongly urged .by _the. Rabbi.a. Peace is one of the three 

pillars. of the world. 15 God Himself .. is pictured as .mak-
1-· I •> , . 

ing peace and being concerned with it: 

Go.d, gave 1 t .to Zion, as 1 t. is said, 
"Pray for the peace of Zion," 
(Paalm-122:6) •. · . . · 

God placed it in Heaven, as it is 
said: 11 He _maketh :peage in His high 
places,•~ (Job 25:2].l. . 

God thinks. that Peace is so valuable, that when Moses makes 

peace ,-11th Sihon, disobeying God's command to destroy him, 

He is not angered with Moses.17 All the patriarchs are 

seen making peace with their enemies and with the peoples 
18 around them in the interest of peace. 

A great love for the land of Israel permeates 

the entire Midrashic literature. The sentiment expressed 

in Psalm 137:5, 11 If I should forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, 

let my right hand lose its cunning" is carried throughout 

the homilies. 

Israel is considered the goal or the reward for 

good actions •19 To show that God's word is carried out, 

numerous verses are quoted proving that whatever God said 

He would do before the Exodus was actually carried out in 
20 

Israel. 

the world. 

Jerusalem 
21 

was held up as the future capital of 

In a similar vein are the comments of the World 
22 

to Come, and on the Messiah. He who does meritorious 

deeds in this world meri ta e;ood in the world to come. He 

who promotes justice and good deeds contributes to the 
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coming of the Messiah, Such comments are numerous in the 
('1~,· J • .•• :'.) 

Midrash and the Tanhuma,.::btit'.::there is little detailed dis-

cussion of either of the phases of the Days to Come, They 

are merely the 50.a'.i or :·tlie Cre,:,a:fdHforAt;:he:'-',righteous, For 

example, the_,:wo.r.ld · to; come :+~ ment.ic,ned, qriElfl,y-:;'W:h~J1; .com

menti~g why; a•:man .should::J}Ot,-:_cgmm~ 'I;, sui~i<;lEr; ,:,fq:r iii,:S;,.ill!S.1?, 

kills, himself, . his: !;30Ul 

life ev:erlast,ing in-the 

; l l'' 

I , • • 

• : ' I •• 

'. .... ,, 
.'. ' 

' . 

dies, 1: ther,eby ,-.k~epiilg ,-•,th~ ·:,.soul,. from 
23 world. to .. come, . : ., , . , 
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., ...... -,cha· pter ·8. 
- ·• •· I,• \' • . ' , . • t.nn 

• ,, , I , ' ., , ' -_ - - " ' - - • • ' - • 

t:tie;y • wrote on pertinent · suBjecta · :their ·h'.6miifes' liave 'bei 
-· ·,._ •. •' .,; .. -,,· '.. , .. ,,.• .... • ,, .. -..• -,-•• •. , ·, • t··· :.·_ . ... ~- -- "; .. 

come' imporatnt ·t·o· students',a.nd lovers'-'·o:f Judaism.· · Be- -

cause these<•:h'.onitiies were \Ji tt'en with. charm' and ;ins'ight ~ 
._ .. -, -.- -

they have become beloved by those who read the literature 

•' ••• • ·; _•• • ·• I ·• "! ' .r • i ,, ·' · • •; •. ',, •· • \ .. • • ,· • ,·,• • 

book of Deut·eronomy ·are the ·clever ·stories. U:sed ·to illus-
·:·}· ... i. :·_,r~: .!1 __ ·~-·- \.-:·.,: ... :~·~-. -.·.:_ .:.·:~ .. , J ,., •• _ , .. : • -~--- 1·, ':t: 

' '. • , t 1 , • " > '• I '• '.' '• •. ' \, •: •• " 1 
,., •' :• ' • 'j • -~ "r 

trate the ~-~f~~-s :?·r ;t\ew,or<~h7, -~R~ts:,;;~i:i~,:.t~e,:",relevant 
'._ I. . . ,., "j . ~,-- -· ,., ., " • ., • ··. • • • ._· ,•, , ·· .• • . . . : , 

similes used to 'exolain •difficult' situations/·· Throughout 
J f.-: L ·.: :. : ~ '\ -..: ' •. ·· ::, t ·· ::; !.. - . ·, .- ; .. : : :··,-;· :. ~: 
;·,·'. J. :.-.,. ·.·; ~-, • ,·. ~- ,., ··~,_,,:,._,,. ·• ~'.-. 

this thesis numerous similes and stories have· been quoted 
. ' _._,; •: . . . 

" T ,. · ~ , .. ·, • • r: · l - ,. ... a ., -, { . ·: .. :· .. : .. . 
as illustra~ions·. · ~ey are.: examples· :or the ni:m.ble -~.inds 

• l •' • • - I_ • • . • • ' 

and 

the 

• . . ' . ' • • . ~ ·-• 1. • ·: ,· . . • ' : ·' < • • ' 

facile :i;iens · of ·. the : great .-men whO' a.re 
····'··~-,- .:·_,·,,-- •. ,; ~ ;. ;·:.·· .. --.~~: .... . ::.·. ~-: 1 : .. •. ·. \ 

' , 
•, \. ; . ~ ' . 

va.rious:volunies·ot midrashim. 

the· authors of 

c·.J.,1•,--: .. ,,'\·;., ...,. __ .. •~-- .,.i·· _, ··.··-··_-'. l ,,. ,,,. •,i,•;1. 

There are 'other' stylisms · which make· up · the man'.;.· 

ner'i'n ,:,11.fcli 0t11e•::liomiifes··a.fe \1r'iften·~ ,·,The uun'is ·one~,.: 

For :.exa.nipl~:, . th~ ·haggadiS't' qtiotes; the· vers~ ·~.,,, 1tlc . 

.:: <f"'-t;?'· '11How h'E{·inet ·thee by:'tlie 'way;". (De·ule;oriomy' ,-.. , 
25 :~8) "and makes :a: \Jun::on cth~ ·'·,-.,~rd ,\. ·,'. .. :T'"l '~ 11mee1/' 

~hee~:.::t:o ·:·:r:~~ci. , ·r{~~.t· J 

11 0~1.1 .. : ~he·e:" 'an~: ·~ont~nues, :·~fs:'~is-
course ·as if the verse were "call thee; 11 · · · · · .. ·• • · 

.,,. ,,,., ·:,•5 .1 1·1i1iiit1ar trtcli:~' u~·ed to· expi'iliri''a"a.i:r:riciuit ,._,,,,,: 

word, is to separate the word into syllables or into two 
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known'.:Words. Such .use was ma.de of the word I\N'Y 
11Amalek, 11 1Jn:1the, same,• .ver.se ,quote!i:, above.; .s Here;:th~ vword 

is·•·taken, -to:_ mean, ,.{' 1£611'. :,!a.,Jic;lt~ng.:,•P.eople!1·a.', :te;m of 

sc.orn ·for }the; pe_ople,:, ,,rho;:,Jicke<l:·, the· bl_.ood ,of1 ,Isx:ael .,; , .. ,.\ e:,:i 

,., '·!J'c ,:·•·!·,P_l!!,ying1_,.,it,h 1t,he :le.t_ters.:.of: .. a. word, cpun:t.1ng, 

.t.hem,,up :t,.o ,f9~1_n-" a, .. -t.o1:.a,~•: numb.e_r, · .~nd"t,he.: vt;iirious~~ ot,ller,;_man

Jp_ul~ ti_ons of::lett,ers·,.1_of,. Jh,e., .a,lpha,bet·. :W~SL ano:ther.. ,Jne:t,hod 

,o_f:, bringing forth .:th,e- m!=!aning ,of a:, tex:t\ , S1,.1ch • a m_ethod 
.. 

is .called' p;ematria. The Rabbis employed this method fre-

1 ,,_,_,,,,; ·. • t:When Moses,,came:.to:.:bless.,_the :people:.;:..·:,:. _;_:::, 
he blessed only a little; when he came 

,::• ._, ,_1 ::":.t.o:cur~e'"he,•cursed:,much,.·_,.·.·:•.'•'•·• R. Shmuel,, •·:.:·:,, 

'-· ", . 
' .. 

said that whoever counts the curses and 
,the; ,bles_sip.gs :wil"l:1 find· j;ha:t:: ;the: curses,:.·, .,: , ... 
outnumber the blessings, but such a one 

· .. ·· :· ,·. :.:• ;. ,,sho_uld note: that: .,the ,bless.ings1· are .. in·.\:... _, .. 
every letter of the alphabet (implying 

.. ,.. ·" ·'-·_•• .. ':-:that as·, long_,as- langua.ge .is .. used·, every•.( 1 :,·:· 

letter will be a blessing). How is 
.. : ... this? , \ For .:the;;i,qle~ip.gs·: ppen (begi~ with 

an Aleph, . \-:)Y...h 'J\ijll'I'? J)IG 
. ·:: c 1.1 If: you -,do: my statutes II anl:1: .close· .with- a. ,· :. 

Tof, y ( the word .J1 \ ':l1'r , 1blessings, 
.:.,•::· -.1· l.( :;.en!iing ·:with the las.t ·le.t.ter. of .. the ; <:: 

,:-,~,~~~a~!~ f~ ·:Z~fefore, blessings run 

Simi_larly·, the. ;Use. of a number in. :the text quoted 

gives ;,rise_ to ·comparing .that'_
0
n\ll,llber with other· places ,,where 

1.t·· is. found .u.sed., ,_ For· example·,'' t~e ·two tablets ,of: s;tone 

must,: ,said the· Rabbis., ,be ·.of\·significance, else,:why:_ wo_uld 

thf:ly_ b_e,: on.· tw.o ._t,ablet_s?;, .. Oo.uldn! t: ,.God; :write, :them. _on .. (!n!3 
:, 

just:.a.s wel·l? ;, Ther_efore, conilude the Rabbis, the two 

tablets refer .to ,things ,.,the.t:, exis.t, side-:by •:side .. 'such: as, ,: 

.. bridf:!; ,and:gr.ool_ll:, or :R:8.~Y,~}];\ and, ear.th-, -or, ar;y~~l:':S:. ~11!:~ ·:c.ome 
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_, : . ,., Y:! :\ 1 :_There is, ·ev~n: one; ~xampl~, :of •thi_s-. te~pnique , '.:.:," 

where ea.ch letter of a,.-w:qr.cl· c·o!lles.,,t,o..,_ p~ov~. ·a pc,in:t-~> .. ·:;_:: -:·:\'/ 

Thus.,\ God:puts, 11:is,. se~l-,_on-,,~.Y-~.r:ir: d~cis1o:n_:-.Inl3.~e ;l~y .a:,.1u9-g~-

on. _.the., ~arth.' · 1,What11s.:,hi.s·,·B~al,f I::t.)<l.-_si•: ;.✓.)l'!:ic.c:,:, TI'u:t,h_.:'' .......... -····· ... -. .. . . ' .. •·· ····-·· ~ .....•. _ "•" '. 

And how .. do .we: know .:this?., .. , BeCf:LU!:le .. , G:od,·[is-, the_, firs:t, .j:.~~,.!> 

last,-.:and everything in betwe.en',' and the-,le:t,teI'~, !of, :·)'IJIJ 

are, in _fact, 

alphabet!?. . 

:the<first, middle -and. last,.letters of.-the 

: .Whenever ,the, Rabbis .could :find- one. word in a .... . . . . .. . . •· ,. .• . . . ,, .. ., ··•' .. 

verse: ofc •Bible that ,was ,identicaL,wi th. a. word -in .. -the,,.text 
. . .. - . •· . . . • . . .. ~ ' •, . . •' • •. .• ·• •.-a' • ·• ~. -• 

i • __ ; 
under .discussion,the_)'used the similar! ty to prove a point. 

This, of course, , is '-one. of :t,he __ ,c~:!:.ef methods: ()f ,g~tt.ing_. 

benea:th •.the .. !:!lmpl_e and" o.bv,19_u~ mel:!,!ling qf ;tll~ :text.·,· .Not .. . •' . . ' •' . . 

only::Jior,ds ,but :WP.Ole ph,ra.s.es ,an,d· ideas,,glv:e .:I'is_~ ]1;,~ l_e>l'lg. 
. • !• 

~is ts .. of si~ilari:t,;_es_. . ·.For .exar_nple,-, _the: ~ro:i::-~ :,:.• .' Je,"1~.' _t.. 

is found in the s.ec_tion ~d~aling. wJ:t,h :th.~ giving 'cif th_e .. ··· 

Torah to, :Moses. :.:L1he •,very :same,. word is, found·· when Moses .· . '. . . . . ~ . - . . . . .. ' ' .. 

6 gave ;the Tor.ah to ·Israel. . ,_, ,, . • , :i,.,:· 

. . . . . : , The. phrase ·: .. k\5)3)·.,J,'o8 , 111n ,t~9:t •,.t_ime ,i':' :1~, 
·,.. ·. ,·,·t ' 

followed·by_ a -long list of t1mes; 7.,~~d a ~ta.ting o:f'.-~~e 

phrase l':iniquity_·of :hi~ fat_h_e~s 11
: .(Psa_lm :199,_:l~);calJ.s, t.o: '·· 

the mind· of th,e ;aµthor of -tha_t_ homily ,:m1¥1y, i??,st~_nces ,_of 

the .idea qf. Bi'qlical fa there who had done iniquitously, 
8 

and had their ·sins .. rem_em_be~ed. . - •.,: . . , ,_: ·:.- · ·, · _; 
•• •1 

, .':,! . . One __ c,f--,_the. 111).p_qr~ant.:~t,e.pping-_ste>_nes ;,t~_e ~bbis 

employed, to. ;PE!SilJ. · a :drashah ,-w~s _t,he. .. 1:1se: of.duplicities 1in 
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the:, te_xt:, .. eit,her, of• the_,_s_ame .:word ,or,, o_+j ;two ,.~'lords sim1'lar 

.in !)l~an_iµg.;,, For example, concerning the repetition of the 

word \IN,, \iNc? , meaning "circumcision, 11 the Rabbis say 

in explanation that circumcision is performed by two oper

ations, cutting and uncovering. 9 Concerning the use of 

two words similar in meanine;, the Rabbis say that because 

it says , 11 to observe to do, 11 (Deu-

teronomy 28:1), this implies that one must know what 

mitzvos to do, and must fulfill them as well, for the pun

ishment is more severe for one who knows the law and does 

not do it than for one who does not know and thus does 

not do.
10 

Strange texts make it simple for the Rabbis to 

create a midrash. Thus, when it says of Moses 11before his 

death" (Deuteronomy 33:1), could one possibly think that 

it would happen after his death? What the Rabbis meant 
11 was that it was said before the Angel of Death. Simi-

larly, why does Moses call upon Heaven and Earth at the 

mention of the fact that he is to die? Upon this strange 

phrase in the text the Rabbis say that it was just so 

that Heaven and Earth could be witnesses to his death, 

and that he might lie in peace knowing that there would be 

someone who would know that his people were obliged to 
12 

obey the Torah. 

These are among the commonest ways the Rabbis 

use and manipulate a text to permit them to create a 

midrash. They are admirable examples of the great abili-
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ties of the Rabbis to arrive at the spirit of the message 

of the Torah. 
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FOOTNOTES 

The exolanation of the Code used in the Footnotes in tha 
sucoetding':pages' is '&8 .follows: ' 

"R" refers to references in the Midrash Rabbah. 
"B" refers to references in the Buber edition of the 'l'anhuma. 
"N" refers to references in the Tanhuma Hanidphos. 

Each Parasha is given by name. (Devorlm, Voeaoho.nan, oto.). 

The numbers listed refer to Parasha and Paragraph. 
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1. s. Horovitz, "Midrash,I' 1M Jewish.Encyclopedia, 
VIII, .548. 

2. J. Theodor, 11Debarim Rabbah, 11 ~ Jewish Encyclopedia, 
IV, 488. 

3. J. Theodor, "Midrash Hagaddah11 ~ Jewish Encyclopedia, 
VIII, 560. 

4. I_srael Bet tan, Studies in Jewish Preaching~ (Cincinnati, 
. 1939) ,· p.11. . 

5. J. Theodor, 11Debar1m Rabbah, 11 op,ci t, 488. 
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Mfcirash~'Ra,bba.h, V, (Deuteronomy), Voeschanan, 2:22 • 
. ( fl~reafter, all references to Mid rash Rabba.h will 
be'.d.esignated by the letter "R" followed by the 
Parasha name (Devoy1m 1 Voeschanan, etc.), and the 
paragraph:lnumb'e:r:) Ibid. will refer only to R and Parasha.) 

(a,phume, f· ed :•, s1
; • ~uber, V, (Deuteronomy) , Nit zovim, 8: 1. 

,Hereafter: all·"references to the Buber ed1 tion of the 
Tanhuma Ha.-kodum v-ha-yaehan will be designated by the 
letter "B" followed by the Parasha name and the 
paragraph number.) (Ibid. refers to Band Parasha only.) 

Ta.nhuma Hanidphos, Stettin, 1864, V, (Deuteronomy), 
N1tzov1m, 8:1. (Hereafter all references to this edition 
of the ~aghuroa Hanid;ghos will be designated by the 
letterN followed by the Parasha name and the paragraph 
number.) (Ibid. refers to N and Parasha only.) 

5. B., Tetze, 6:7, 
N., Tetze, 6:8. 

6, R., Devorim, 1:19. 

7. Ibid. , 1: 6 . 

8 • Ibid. , 1: 12. 

9. R., Voeschanan, 2:19, The meaning is apparently that 
God claimed that the chastisement was less than the sins 
of Israel. The separation of the Cities of Refuge then 
is an instance of His mercy, since "Lord" usually means 
"Merciful Del ty" and "God" usually means "Just Deity. 11 

10. B., Devorim, 1:2. 
N., Devorim, 1:1, 

11. R., Voeschanan, 2:21, 

12. Ibid., 2:19, 
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16. Ibid. , 2: 9. 
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