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Digea of Thesis "The Midrashic Interpretation of

e The Book of Deuteronomy" by Henrl Front,
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Thia theais examines and éiacusaes the
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homilies on thée Book of Deuteronomy “based on" the
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collections of midrashim known as Midraah Rabb h,

oy

Tanhuma Hgkadum 1-H§1aahan, ‘and" fgnhumg anidﬁhos,:‘

AyLat
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which’ are ‘the collectione of homiletical haggadah
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‘The comments of the Rabbis are arranged
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ard andlyzed, with a single chapter being devoted
to each of the moet “important topics, Candatt
single chapter on miscellaneous comments, A final
chapter discusses the style of the homllies,

The first chapter discusses the attitude
and remarks of the Rabbls concerning God. The next
chapter showse what aspects of Torah interested them,
The following glves their views on the man.Moses,
Chapter four dlscusses the conceﬁt of Mitzvos,
Prayer and Repentence and thelr importance to the
people are dealt with in the following chapter,

Next 1s presented the attitude of the Rabblis on
Law and Leadership.
Although the comments on such subjects as

slander, peace, love for Isrsel, and on personal

qualities such as'humility, understanding, and patlence,

are as important as those bopicsumentioned 1in the

preceding paragraph, they are included in one chapter

merely because there are not enough homllies on any one
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The final chapter, diacussing the style of
the homllies, attempts,&org;% +80me indlcation of the
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various ways, the Rabbis took, text from Deuteronomy and
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vgyolved their message. The u .?,9,1‘ puns, o coinoidental
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words or phrasas, of gimilar thoushts. and the ,clever
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incluslon of stories and similes shows!why the Midrash
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LouEnan Or sonileticsd wldceshiln oon Deulenonony,

The Midrashic“Interpretat.ion -0f"the " BOok™6£" Deuteronomy
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INTRODUGTION‘ e Tionnived aveound
MO B Magrashtasan exegesis, which, gdng mb’retdeeply
than®the mere 11teralsénse ) "aAttempta to"pénetrate Into
the*spivit ;c):i‘""%he’fScff'itpﬁﬁr‘é‘é?; “and thereby’ to'derive inteér-
prétations’ which” abe not immediately obvious, Taimud San-
hedrin 34b says- of ‘Mid¥esh that 1t is like & hammer awek-
ening the slumbering spaika from & rock,Ll “From & Fabbin-
1¢°standpolift|" the Bible was a' microcosh.’ ‘Evéry: agpect®
of ' the universs, however: Wwas contained ‘thereintall one

had'to &6 was’ to dlg intd"the’ text! to" Flha”but What “the

Bible- meant £0 say about”that”subjiest: * Thus ths” statensht ,

o el e R N T LIRS B S P A S AR T & O
"Turn-1t"over“and over;"for all 418 in-it." “(Pirke Avos,
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" "The'Midrash Hakgadah dontain’ comments ofa move-
211%21%g" or' €41 TFihg natiire on’ the fonsleghl - barts of the
Biblei"" (Midra.sh Halacha- 1s° &% 16gal Hature, “attempting''to
arrive at’legal maxims.)"~Fo¥ the Purpose of this-stiidy
on" the':Book ' of ‘Deuterdiony; * three” sources o1 Midrash" Heg-
gadah’ have'beenused:” RS U NIVRY Devorinm Ra%b'éﬂ-';"'"
Tahhtimea 'to"-'-'néﬁté‘i-dﬁbfﬁ’j‘; “édited by Biiber,”called” - [i'y /1 jJ‘

o .

SRR l\s\ Tanhiima” Halke'dum® v-hayasha.n-"* and!anothed
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sources’.of.i’homiletlcal imldrashim ¢con'zDéuteronomy v s .

| The Midrashl Rﬁ.‘b’oah rto \Déuteéronomy contains 1o
twenty-five homilles :and -twé:fragments :on theifirst ifewl:
verses. to eachiparasha. ' This iwork was finished around -
900.:C,E,.;: according to -Zunz ,"*.?ufs'andfi»isr 'a‘more wgomplete '~
collection of.the.:Tadihume ihomilies ‘An a much iore ‘oris .
ginal :form:than:the Buber ‘edition.of. the:Tanhuma.: ‘It :is*

usually printed-according to. the:parashlyyos 'of the one-

year ‘cycle of Torah readings, * - Doy oaune pholo, bk

2 relovaly ThewTeanhume are:those: homilies: supposedly:‘col-

lected: by:Tanhumd b.:‘Abbs, ‘&' F1fth century Andre; o /s ¥

one:‘of: the foremost Aggadlsts of his"time’ “However,-‘1ti:
{s:not: certaln: that:he: wrote‘or collected sny" of* ¢thege 1
midrdshim;-probably -someone-merely attributed ‘them to-him
to:lend ‘an: air ‘of ‘authority to:‘the ’7é'oIle'étii)n.3-r‘f' WAL Ly
salinicd Ithe Tankiume 18 e Tihnlhg commenta?y on’ the” Pent-
ateuch."  The Buber 'ed1tioh Was’ published ‘th Wilna 1in 1885,
It-"-‘é'é‘"dh‘t."é.‘i‘rib’~‘mat;;ial older than Bereshls Rabbah, which 1s

the oldest ‘of ‘the*Rabbos.  ‘The Tanhume’ Hanldphos"contaihs
much ‘of ‘the-material” contained th"Buber's' more’ éritical "
ed1tiomn},” and some other homilles taker from & mythical ™
dggadLe’ Vork ehtitled  the’ Yolammedeny Tanhwia:” ' Refet:-
ehees” are” mede 41 humérous  places to this’ collecticn ‘of
Midrashinm, such’#s ‘1’ the Arlk ‘or the’ Yalkut, bt we do*”

KL I R LN Wt et e ?
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not lmow of it ‘inkany’form, = ¢ T S
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materlal’, but” there are’a few different''sélections in“each \
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illes found in the.Rabbah and the Tanhuma, of course,

The Rabbah has a speclal style, Each sectlon
1s based on the Parasha of, the three-year.cycle, of Torah

T G TR T I W L TS 2 A e

readings, according to the Palestinien system. Eech be-. |
gins with & halakhic exhordium, which ere seemingly un- !
related to the perasha. However, these ere folloved by :
one or nore prosus, Which is a homily opening with e verse
usually from the Haglographa epparently not r°1atéd to ?
the text.4.; This is similarto the Tenhuma style, but
curiously enough, the, Tenhuma, to Deuteronomy does not é
follow uhat ehould be 1ts proper style. The Tanhuma merely é
begins with the homiliee., Few references are)made to R. %
rTanhuma, whereee Ehere are. several more references to him é
:1n the Rebbah.. Thus one might believehthet the Rebbah %
collection is more, to be called a Tanhuma.?t Yet it 18 %
1ncluded_in the Rabbah collection. The Tanhumas are im- ?
perfectly.transmitted pericopes of the one;yeer cycle‘of %
Torah readings. E
As a whole, the. midrashlm to Deuteronomy show E

the imagination that haggadic material has over the limi- é
ted free play on the material that the mldrash halakhah %
she.s. "The Haggadah, being exegesis from:a ‘religlous and é
ethical standpoint undertook to 1nfluence the mind of }
man and to induce him to 1ead a religious and moral life {
thet he might yalk in the ways of God."! The highest
thoughts on religious philosophy, mysticism and ethlcs are %
contained therein. The heros-of the olden times became i
§

prototypes, and Israel was made & contlinual revelation

111




of God's love and justice.

This thesls attempts to show some of the
thoughts that the Rabbis gpoke,.besed on the Book of Deu-
teronomy. What use did they make of the text? What were

gt OT-.}}_ .L':"}.:m.&.‘
bl Pramares u i

Vv e

the things they talked of most? How did they rationalize
probIémsWofntHewtext.1tsel£,lsdch‘as.dupiications of
words)or untecessany .synonyms? . What .were .thé .pointe of
Judaiém#ﬁhey4ﬁrdfeséedr-andotriedrtouteaoh~tdftheir con-
5regd£idﬁ§?‘?Thié%thesis-attempts*to-quote:tﬂé«homilies
foundﬁiﬁ*tﬁé3Mid¥chTRabba-and-Tanhumas-on-Dédteronomy to
answer:these ’.?'alndf,ﬁ.“s'i’m’ilé.‘r“'.'ii'qué"s"t;i'dﬁeii;}:.!-‘.‘-.i? ce .. Al
3t*“*¢“1ﬂHoﬁtﬂ%HeElﬁéﬁifEEISﬁiand~guidané$Fof my
revered tedcter . Dr Harasl Bet tan; T would have been un-
awaré' ot 'the ‘Knowledgs ‘and ‘théiy) oy ‘tHat dan be found in
the stiidy "0f ‘the Midrash. Through his guldance and
patience ‘THave'hdd opened ‘for me ‘& wholé 'hew ‘world of

pleasure and insight.

H.E.F,

Cincimnatli, Ohlo
1955
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ved fRoia® I.‘.L;'i,s naetural: that the: Rabbisshould :have, i’
great: deal «to..say :about, God;;not:onlyﬁbecause:Hemie;thex
;aquneelofgallyreligioue inspirationjabutfalsoxbecauaernb
wplayeyageentralgroleningthelBooknowaeuteronomyxz?However,
the. Rabbie,oontribute nothing -0f: note, to\our knowledge: of
God 3y only; ofi-our Anterpretation and understanding of His
weys. Theynreiterate aome ofvour previous concept8° name-
Ly, that He .is Onej;: a8 pluralis majeatatiSI Just merciful,
nigh to thoae -Wwho:.call- upon: Him, 8 Father<who ansvers: Hls
*children,,and whois- unlike mortal Kinée;i*The Rabbis con-
;tributed1nothing atartling for'our day,;but whaththey did

BaY: Was novel forptheir day and- vas, penned brilliantly.

:,J.,,”How do. we; know, ask’ the Rabbia, that God ds..

L I

-One? ~From what: e read An the'TWV(a Deuteronomy 63,

Q“The Lord,ia One, .. But,:they say:: v opanio:

God\said 4o Teraels MMy ohildren, all that
I, have/ created; I. have, created: in:.painuy: .
heaven and;earth: are a: pair,:suiiiand moon
are; a-palr, Adam: and:Eve are: a:palir;: this
world:end thet world-to!.come:are.a:palr;r
but' My Glory-is One. and: Unique in. the>~
World.:.-How:ido:we know thia? -From :theitext,
lHear 0 Iaraelf etes \Mhins U (vngvaria

-

Similarly, though “Holy,,holy, holy“ 1s & three-fold

Bl J [

i. . -
[ /' \ﬁ £ ER IR I}

representation, 't 18 not to mean that there is &
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attempts to make of God anything but a Unity are negated
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2,

by manipulation of the Shema text. Similarly, by a;dis-

""l‘ [T

cussion between heretics and R. Simlai it is shown that

"“ ;' S e

the plural- form cf verbs and nouns, such a8 in Genesis

1:1, where: the plural form h,s'?gwt could beqtransla-
ted "Gods" can: in every case, be countered by a singular

h“ “‘* N R AT, e Sew 2 P L

form a few verses later, such.as in the cases where it is
written and He said.j- Thus, though the rabbis do not

. 1_- s 1 : - *‘.

mention or know of the Latin technical expression for the

“almTa

name of God i.e., pluralis majestatis they are making

use of the same idea.

. RS N " N ! ;. .
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o The rabbis noted a difference between ‘ISV

and ;Jnﬂfﬁyh-. One they felt symbolised God as a God

| Pl

Rt TR IS U S SIS

of Justice and the other pictured Him as a God of Mercy.‘

W v "1

Thus both*these attributes of God are_brought~out in

midrashim. As . Just God He destroys those'nations,

|'

peoples or. individuals wholare evil.w They cite examples

l".n '>
r hyi

4
of the generation of the flcod of Babylon, Egypt,,etc.

'u"z \!

God repays‘the evil of men by unrooting them .for their

l?- 1\,- ,0-._<

crimes, such a8 that of usins faulty scales*

v \J’).,

A |1-., ,._.,,”“ “' ‘ . |-.\ \_,.'”"

'A false: balance 18 an abomination totthe
Lord!: (Proverbs 11:1). +If youcseela:gen-
eration with falsity.as its'quallty, know.
that:the government will be:engaged-in
strife.in.that generation, becauseuafter
thercited verse above. we-tread:Y:s. then
shame: .cometh? and:also ‘the wicked shall
fall:by-his: gwn widkedness,' (Proverbs
11 2 and 5

c"'“;...,., Ve e e . .'-' - . '. ‘?-.T, .._!. LR l'..‘:,
l ) RN W e } h] vt ki i\.{-’a

He is 8o just that before He destroys a nation full of

ot A ir
N i \r |‘ -.»‘,'t N

wickedness He destroys the guardian angel that the
r».--'u DRI A -1!. Pl .

nation might kncw What is to befall them, as we read:
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SN, God idoes: not; ‘exact punishment:. ofi.eny;netion ;
before He first exacts punishment of the
sakvbpiy s:guardiancangel.s, ‘How:ds: this-«to.be iAnferred?.
The Rabbis say: It 1s not written 'horses
vuvity ofand:istheir riders' but 'the horse and the
rider hath He thrown into the sea,! (Exo-
duswlssl)-wthis refers; to,ithe :guardian:
angel. vefuzet) Thew thle Sy, and
sy AL Lo thr heartt (Doae DAY 4 50,
Similar examples areugiven»for‘otherlnations,,*It 18 to

nEarny H, Helir anils Grodl, EL:."..C.. “f;a\. &
show that while.iGod: destroys,wHe=doesusOvonly tomthe evil

l ":lli‘ ,f ) el \" 3 v "'“ by ;‘L’" i ;"?".:.zl "“,:"f" ? Jg\ W :L(‘(
ones, and onlJ then after due process.';qg Ayt

- $ i
[ .‘ 43{
On the other hand He dispenses blessings with
e ATomat Cow Lan du & et owl e e

largesse. When someone submits'to rebuke in this world

-.*)r l _'".'t\‘_a.: h \l l\ .

God repays with a blessing in the world to come.T And

‘lm- ,..: RIS "‘”' (\j ‘ﬂ“-'-' "i 1"‘( *“’-
although some get blessings in this world they will Te-

rli"l ’f‘

ceive their full blessing from God'in the next world

! = hety 84
\-\'i: -\(‘."_’.-‘.’n»

This can be compared to a king who in-
e bed 14 strueted. the commander,of his army to ... ,
o distribute a pound of gzold t0 each of ‘'
itenic n+ hils:soldiers...-He :went .and gave. .some of
them five, some ten pieces (in any case,
less than.their due).: -When.the soldiers:
said tothim, 1The king commanded you to
distribute a: pound of 5old 10’ each of the‘
legionsﬂbut you have distributed instead
five. golden pieoes,,He replied 7hThese o
are my.own.private. gifts,,but.when the king
will\oome ‘He will give .you -of his. own.
Similarly Israel . said- to Moses°-'Moses
our. master, God has placed No - limits to
our: blessings, whereas you have et a q,
limit .to them: in saying.,a thousand times.
Whereupon Moses answered them: . TheJ ﬁnm
blessing that Iﬂhave given you is my own;
when, . however,,the Lord will come He
will bless you; .'Asé He has promised.
s (Deuteronomy 1 ll) 8

“'\"‘ 1 5 ) ,»J ,:._,“‘;& Sy TN e i

Thus, vhether receiving rebuke or 8 few blessings in"this”

1y, ‘, oy ¥ " : Tt LY
yorld, 117157 1mpiisd that Thalvidials Will peselis their
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mercy. Though God punishea, yet He:does ‘not« punieh ‘a8

e .u.t- .,t " “ RS ‘”J'H 'e““:'i'"l;- ‘Lf"‘
harshly es: He might;Lthat 13‘1not commensurateiwith ‘the

etirabion oo . s AL OnE anoiher
gravity of: the - sin.“- in e tﬁﬂ@ e i T owiln

;n\ r"‘ e T it 4.‘5_ J_‘ f‘,v---" e e NN 1%

What : is written ‘before this (beforerPThe

cities »of ‘refuge?™) 'Knowith:ls «day ; and

lay.idt itoethy 'heartla Deuteronomy L

What 18 the force of 'And lay it to thy

Heart?!.» RJ ‘Melrcsalds . God:said; t!PhHout::
, and thy heart know the deeds which. thou
o co Lichast :doneendrthatithechastisments whieh v

I have brought upon Thse are not in pro-

D Liportionto<thy rdeeds ' R I T A T N RIS VTt

Were;1ttnotiforitHeAQualityrof‘mercy;ﬁGod'mightfrequite
more-ihan?HeEdoee#now.SmButgGedrisfnevenﬂpicturedfasJf
desirousﬁof?overwhelming man:with punishment*vofﬁwith?u
His’ greatness. When+the; Rebbis discovered An<the textus
two ‘words:that:iwere practically :synonymous, they .inter~ i

pretedrituteﬂbeiateisnythat Godireveals himself justig ey

* £

11ttle atta itime 80 as not to‘overwhelm’mans: «:%w LY

v omarearVPhe rwilderness end the parched land shall
be glad' (Isalah 35:1). Why is it written
80?7 To steach -youthat' in the ‘hour whenv: a Ll
the Holy one, blessed be He, reveals His

thalz wrdupresence upon 't Ieraelplall ‘His goodness:iis:'
not revealed at one time because they .

w1t would not ‘be ablétto stand’all itthat vgood- i~

ness, for if He revealed unto them Hls good-

e that ness lat ‘one.<time kthey would.die;.. For, isee i’
what 18 written: 'And whereof from of old,

iinoawrey men~have. not heard nor perceived by the
ear, ‘Neither hath the eye seen a God be-
§1de:Thee, V! ~(Isaiah 64:3). u:.u...tSo‘v -
whatidoes God do?.) ‘He.-reveals: Himself
11ttle,by,11ttle,loﬁ,. Toe Wi woaded

I I ST ADAT AT o Antenult NS ‘5‘ _";;1{2- "r“"?
God 1e“also pictured eefdesirous of being mercl-

IS :,“\ .’"-.-u._'.‘\ \".-’..1_‘ £ '1 PR S r" B i ‘ Wil

ful to men by« trying ‘to ¢ assist‘them when their natural

L3RR, ftl’ W1 e ;.{(:Llrl. red E."“‘f" s *‘ e
passlons bring: them into difficulty. Thus ‘He~w111 in
ST ‘} T t-:': I : 4\1.(- (-'H'- o r’ ; -' T F - 1 | I. T'.‘:-;,‘ r 1 k)
time,. destroy theWEvil Inclination andweven Death'
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5.

'And. that fleeing unto one:of’ thése; cities
he might live' (Deuteronomy 4:42), God
sald:  'In: this world, because:the Evil Ins:
olination is present, men kill one another
and-did, but-in the time to.come’ I 'will!:
upro e Evll Inclination from your midst
. and:there will be no death in. the" world,®

for scripture says, 'He will suallow up
death forever' (Isaiah .25:8),1 i

Thus the citiles of~refugeAwereﬂestablished by
God. so. that the murderer might not be slain. If he were
killed, then. it would mean that the murder would be avenged,
true; but it would also mean that another precious soul
would be taken away.; So, rather than have two men die
before their time, the Gg:Wu e were establish-

12 Here God certainly is permitting His sense of Jus-
tice t0 be tempered uith a great amount of Mercy, for were

He to requite exact payment according to law, the murderer

uould have to pay with his 1ife. Such 1s the case if

the murderer is caught.:-' | | o
A man. can kill another by accident -;'even the
Bible made special provision for that. God is pictured
as creating the Gities,of Refuge motivated by the knowl-
aﬁ? edge that man is prone to kill by accident and through

His mercy prompts him'w S ,-g;?“ fP;* ﬁ. :~,y” . !
+ ',-F"‘ﬂ':h uﬁ" : *:" iy k
To an artificer who was makins a statue of }
the king, and while he. was working :on it,
it broke in his hand.r The king -salds @ .
'Had ‘he broken it intentiorally he would-a
heve -been . executed; . since he broke it :
unintentionally, let him be exlled to a
place of banishment.' Likewise, God de-
=oreed - YWhoseo; .sheddith man's-blood,. by
man shall his blood be shed! (Genesis
.936);. but. whoso kills ‘& man. unwittingly
shall be exiled from his home,' as it 1s
sald, 'And -that fleeing unto one:of these - ...
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L teltiesthetmightilive.' (Genesis 4: 42)’*1-3 Lnnt
il UelyBesidessbeingta Godifulltofrmercy;ItheRabbis
plcturdd the Holy'One:BlessSed’be He'as: f1lléd -withithe"
qualitiesithetwue-ideﬁtify-withﬂﬂthe good%wcs 1ié,; those
qualitleetthat men.on eerth‘shouid nossese.and-live by

that the world might‘be ordered ashthe Heavens”are

[""" =

. T LI *u
'\n- s, et ' Y t ' S - - ‘. ','-. i .L' 4 A‘ﬁj '-.\_:‘. n”c .t i‘ .“_‘.
vk BEPT S B NN - ST . | AT N []

P ) ” N o ooy T o e b AR PR by My W
ordereds :u.t Lhu e““:«hmel crop v balionahily giin

kYR b - S - s »r

oLy it whw Joly Dap Hilosoed haoow

Rebban Shimon ‘bénr-Gamllel salds™: 'Upon 'S
three!things ‘the world iSJeetablished-?*-
just. judgment, . truth, ‘and-peéce, as- 4t
ievsaid°a'Execute thewjud ment :of truth
and: eaﬁe 1n your ‘gates. SR RN "i”e
8 ]_7 : S TATY FUNIE CUCT W TR L0 C IR B TR ER

Lo :'.'- 1 x“)': LT ";"‘ o 9 “sL _:_’ oot
Because God 1@ mercifuIJGandﬂdes}rous'of ‘OXCw
neoea i TR AT R TU ST RC SRRV S
cuting Justice end mercy with His people ~He ;s deecribed
:-__.1 [N '-.-J’ I"l A
a8 belng nigh to~the people,:ae anewering prayer*end
-"...' l, I J ! -.f -
A '.'fl.t,

petitions o u;gh GJLJ LI

R24JGdah b, *R:. Simon-8alds ®Yol "will i ©ise

., find that idols are near and yet. distant L

tuscint UgridCthatcthé- Holy One"Blesséd-be Hé"ig”'h ™ -+

- . distant and yet near. How are ldols near? .

a1 0 IBATRéathan makes an1dol and blaces Lt LN
_ _within his house, then that 1dol 1s near ,
S.ouY “dothimi” Andihow-do-wedknow thatthHis “F

_ 1dol is also, distent? For 1t says, 'Yea,

w A though one: cry ‘unto“him-he” cannot answer;

o nor save him our of his trouble' (Isaiah
EUERRRNEEEY Y Y 7)°”thus ‘the 1dol''is® distant “And-God” "+
, is distant and yet near,  How? ‘R} Judah b.
20U 81men Fealds” - From here (the®éarth)-to~heaven::
1s a Journey, of five hundred years; hence

S Hev1gddistant i ‘How  do“we know“that -He'is'-

'J near? A man stands at;prayer and, meditates g
“erp’hia“heart and+@6d°1s near‘to his’ prayer‘
as 1t 1s sald, ;0 Theu who heerest prayer,

£

' (Psalms65:3). % CRPREEN

ﬁéf?aﬁhé“Rﬁbbié”ﬁeﬁef“deceived$thémsei%ee with®the ‘A1ffi-
T R T Ay O L Th W s M st iteihan e em® e
culty ' of maintalning-their position*eboutia non-=corporeal

Gt gy Y Tesa L T L T ok ti
God-to a people who “were surrounded by a religlon which
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flaunted ldols, stetues,, 1kons . Theythad.to proveithat

. -bhely Holy.One was closer to them by means ofiythe very

kack of physical images., They had to show that God was

actually;,deslrous .of. thein;presenoe tand. took ipains to be
Thy chlldrsn in im aRD, s:‘:u Liiny Nave

Nith them. SR UU j H)‘c"f L G .‘-_«,}:i {i ja. x,'f I \K N ;-3_.-«

,a.u rohere Tt ‘Hmy God rapllod:
1L & ;manihasJe«rich*relqtiveuhe -acknowl-

n edgesfhim,_but=tr he;.1s- poor,, he; disowns
himland drsclaimsrany relationship with
xhim,\but sthe ‘Holy One Blesszed be He,

kivychol, when Israel found themselves in

i w et ] E@YRtlan -bondage. salds . *I .am ‘thelr rela<: .-

tive.' \here iz this? For it is seid,
vo those oBven.for ithe; children of Israel,qaxneoplew
' neer unto Him.' (Psalms 148:14), Further,

v onp ot En@, man, hesya,poor - relatlve.he.iconslders:
that he himself comes first and his rela-
'-W_tive 18 of, secondary:importance.; What does: -

® he ‘Bay? 'So and so clalms relationship

e e aonithome.!  But. God, 1f:.one;may. say: 80y:in, Ll

‘gives Israel the first slace. For Scrip-
Yure .does; not say. here.. That hath a:natlon

STRVAII SSR U B Al vy
80 nigh unto Him," Rgt 'That hath a God
ek .80 nigh unto, themes? 1 Gatl,  Fha morel of

we oty ope number .and the, similarity. of!midrashim dlis-

. cussing thennearness of,.God yhen. distress’ threatens would

seem to indlcate that.they were.written‘st-some,nerllous

\ L

e et O

fpgqtzan We .8ee_also. that the rabbis,discussed the

abllity .of, God, 1o be. with.a Jew regardless}or the-land he

L \'-' ".1l'1’ n ii.:-'{ :.-l‘:-‘ ""’“..f‘ !

was sojouihing in, iﬁdicating that there hust have ‘been

e i

R CE R T t

some movement or Jews from one eountry to other no

ek ,\ 3 . :

doubt under dureBS.- One’ midrash}z states tﬁét Gb& 1s with

-3* 1)

Israel 1n times or distress, and thenngoes on towcite when

tE l“t‘.l- ---------
. ";i'r\ ey oy t "!1

Israel found 1tselfpin,difficulties,,with eorresponding

quotatioﬂs“to“Show”how God "warred in their neme" or

i na o WP Widaah a Waes eh
fought for them ™witn‘s strons Sari, "
teman oo lanid o B osny
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saair aunGod Himself. encourages, Israel to ca11 Jupon, Him

iy ,'“;ltz.,

uhepgtheyﬁargﬁdg:d;stress,égSo We. find Mpses“saying to, .

t;:
Lo

&
Gods:,, Aries Yoo - : :
T2 v mowie lecno, cvapreall sabte S sovme i abil Ly

..... Wayen Ul pattern of sovanmeiaptl

AN

- !l“' I

sush ags Master. of. the. Universe, when Thou seest .
.~ Thy children” in distress, ‘and’ they have” ﬂzs;sz,
gl ¢y nRO.one to intercede on their behalf, an- o
" “'sWer them immediately,'” God replied: " SRR
v21 Ja.1Moses, by:youn,life, at any, time that they
T el upon me I will answer: them, as s Boee lne
sliwlzs, oo 18. wrltten,, lAs ghe Lord 1s, whenever We . .
""" eall upon Him. ‘'l ol Tacted

‘Kﬁﬁls‘srﬁiiaﬁ‘%ﬁeﬁéﬁf*'fb*b%é#é thetffd611t§“6f'Gddxt6:*

ey S

-ward those who trust in Him.there 1s ‘the ‘famous story ‘of”

????? "\

the daughter Who' wiis widowed ‘thres dlffevent tiries on "

Fes uao’.'“"-"::g p-’} .....

[PR i

her wedding night. " Sk Thus ‘refudsd ‘to’ marry ‘again’, fear-

v b * P L1 Iresds 1‘; “\f f "y

1ng'the'consequences. ‘She 18’ persuaded to wed again, the
sy \”U VI i . . o
“Torirth husband,” However, thwarta the Ahgel ‘of Death by
quoting Torah (pubbehy h1s ralth 1n'God). * The Woral 'of

RIARE ey

Lthe story is, that'he who' trusts in God Will” never fear,

ST

'fbr God takes care of them that love Him.19 AR
Clesn oo o fribey whe bocade

God's “reat abliity ‘to'bs in &Il places of the

B .
% ‘ci j\"‘ f-(\' Pt

Aj i 5
world hovering over,aas it wereh h 1 dividual Jew, 1s
Y

the point of the midrash, which n"a ates “tHat:

[RR W SR

Just i LRahpi_ Tanhuma . sald: It ‘happened that there
" " was once ' a ship full ‘of 'Gentiles ‘and ' amongst
_.them .there was. a.JeWw. . When they came to an
'1sland the Gentiles 'sald 'to the- Jew: 'You,"
i1~ .- 80.and .80, take money and.go 1nto .the . .. .
““"" 41g914nd ‘and purchase something for ust" He "%~
.~-replied: .'Am I not a stranger? Have, I .
‘then any 1dea where to go?! "Sat‘d’ theys™ -+
...'1s_then a Jew ever, a. stranger? ‘Whereger o
you go, your God 1is’ with you.t!  This'is“ " ™
w1, the:force. of the Bords, 'That hath God S0

nigh unto them,!

e

J.j . ’J‘T !

'l\ ‘!F\ a R =14 14 R oY

Since these”collections of M;dra‘ %% Were not
'{“‘-f{'"-‘r"' “,!“ \E"" ‘r,' ‘r'n‘l a1 n*’.:. i
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written by any one man, or any single colle ction by any
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individual, it is obvious that there will be no point by

+

point consistency in theologic conceptions of God. While
there 1s some loose, over-all pattern of compatability,
such as:? all the midrashim agree that God answers prayer,
this 1is possible only because the Rabbis preaohed a gen=-
eral Jewish attitude. Rather,'the midraehim.that were in-
cluded in the collections were only those that reflected
such a "main stream of Judaism" attitude.. Thus, we have
preserved for us in the midrashim only examples of tradi-
tional approaches to God.d One can be assurednthat there is

R ]

no heretical opinion herein, for one did not’ say anything

that one had not heard from one's Master, that is, one

would not make a statement not buttressed by tradition.21

One of the ways of depicting God's attitude to
His children is to picture Him as a Loving Father. He
appears in two typical poses of a father of flesh and blood°

A4

first as a father who tends his children., "
ANt BAave

And He tends Israel as a father tends
his son, as it says, 'Behold, He that
keeps Israel does neithgs slumber or
sleep, ! (Psalms 121 u) ) e

Just as a father on earth is pictured as keeping one ear
open at night for the frail wail of an infant, and paces
the floor with him.while the child is lulled back to sleep.
A second comparison compares Him.with a father who always
stands ready to. accept his son as his own regardless of
what his son has done._o‘f'*;~- ,}"-_-‘}““u 37&

This can- be oompared to the son of - & king

who. took to ‘evil ways. :The king sent a
tutor to him who appealed to him saying,

1
|

¥
!
]
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'Repent my son.,! The son, however, sent.
him back to his father with the message,‘
'How can I have the effrontery to re=-
turn? I am ashamed to come before you, !
Whereupon his- father sent back word, 'My
son, 13 a son ever ashamed to return to
his father? And is it not to your father
that you will be returning?' And simi-

- larly, the Holy One Blessed be he sent
Jeremiah to Israel when they sinned, and
'said to him: ®Go, say to My children:
'Returne'" ..., Israel sent back word,
saying: 'How can we have the effrontery . -
to return to God?' .... But God sent back
word to them: 'My children, 1f you re=-
turn, will you not be returning to your
Father?' How do we lmow this? For it is
sald, |For I an become a father to
Lsrael,! (Jeremiah 31:9) ... and also
'Ephraim 1s a darling son to Mo eooe
therefore My heart yearns for him,'. . :
(Joremiah 31:20).23 ] o 5
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Aa God is cast as a father to. individual sons
of Israel, so ie He portrayed as a Patron of the commu=-
nity of Iarael.- An attempt is made to deaoribe His
patronage by comparing Him to patrons of- fleah and
blood. Naturally, God is a greater patron, having abll-

ities far beyond those of mortal ones., He can save a’

man from death. ,yﬂfi'“ | _““.- i..'-lﬁ e i}
Gome and see that God's’ way of doing ) il
things 1is not like man's way of doing . . 4
things. A man will find a patron who -
is ever ready to protect Him, and
should he be arrested on any written
complaint, people go and find his pa-
tron ‘and say to him, 'Your protege has
been arrésted,' and he replies: 'I will
protect him,! but if the man has been.
taken out for executlion, where is he
and where 1s his patron? Not so, how-
ever, 1s i1t with Gods The ministering
angels declared before God, 'Moses, Thy
protege, has been arrested,! Whereupon
God said: 'I will protect him.' They
said, 'He 1s standing before Pharoaoh,
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his- sentence 1s being pronounced, 'he has
gone forth to be executed.! - He replied,
'T'will protect him.' How do we know
that ‘when he went forth to be executed,
God delivered him? For 1t 1s said, 'And
He delivered me from. theaﬁmord of
Pharaoh.! (Exodus 18:l;).

Similar comparisons are made about protectionifrOm'wild
beasts, with the saving or“Daniel from the lion's den as
an examplefof Godfs ahiiiﬁy.25= And*many“other'examplee,
are given of this same type..-. |

Using this kind of comparison, the Rabbis tried
to show that Godwwas the Permanent Patron:

This may be compared .to & king who enter-
ed a province. with his generala, rulers,
and governors. Some of the.citizens of
the province chose a general as their
Patron, others a ruler and others a gove"
ernor. One of them who was cleverer
<than‘the_rest sald, 'I will choase the
king.! Why? All others are liable to

be changed, but the king is never changed.,
Likewise, when God came down on Sinai,

" there also came down with Him many com-
panies of angels, Michael and his com=-
pany, Gabriel and his company. Some of
the nations of the world chose for them-
selves Michael, others Gabriel, but
Israel chose for themselves God, ex=
claiming, 'The Lord is my portion, saith
my soul! (Lamentations 3: EE), this is the
force of 'Hear 0 Israel, the Lord our. god,-
the Lord is One,' (Deuteronomy 63l).2

The Rabbis point;out'aome.of the weaknesses of
men by comparing-what“men'dofiﬁ a'eitaationﬁwith what God
does. Thus, they hope to correct those who hear or read
their similies: -~ e

Come and see the meekness of God. Among

human beings, when a man has a young

' child he carries ‘him ‘on his shoulders,

- ‘but  if "the'child angers him he at once
throws him down. But 1if one may say so,
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with God it is different; Israel was in

the wilderness forty years and they pro-

voked Him to anger and yet He bore them,

How do we know ‘this? For 1t is ‘said,

'And in the wilderness, where thou hast

seen how that the Lord th G$d bore

thee.! (Deuteronomy 1:31).
Similarly, when a child is bern 'he 1s handed over to a
wet-nurse for from two to three years. But God "wet-
nursed" Israel forty years, and even will do it forever
in the world to come,28 Sofman_is admonished to be pa=
tient, and not to let his passions control him, So too
these examples show how the rabbis were interested in por-
traying God as "1ong suffering and full of patience.
Men have the great facility of forgetting events, though
at the same tlme of their occurence they might even seem
world-shaking, While such might be good.in the case of
a death,_thet is,'where the family'eeon lose'the_pain of
separation because time dulls the memory,_ueually we do
not remember the object-lessons thet history thrusts upon
us. God, however, forgetS'nothing. With such a standard
as a remembering Deity, men could be'werned to do good
and not sin, for thelr Creator would punish them :though
they might forget. The Rabbis said:

Scripture writes: 'Remember (O Israel)

that which Amalek did to you. Israel

sald to God: 'Master of the world,!

you say to us remember, but YOU remem=-

ber, because we forget what happened to us,

‘but there 1s no forgetting before You,

so You remember what he did to us.'e

Thus do the Rabbis think of God and His attributes

and His qualities and His abilities. |
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TORAH 1)

Ay

One of the most important things in Jewish life i

in any age is Torah - the Bible, the moral teachinga, fﬁ
;}fif

Law. The authors of the Midrash made study of the Torsh 4
one of the guiding principles of their teachings, and to ;?
prove the worth of the Torah, they wove many stories and 75
. . 1

created many comparisons. They present the qualitlas of s
Torah, and the good that‘it presents. . %
- o | | &

One of the common interpretations that modern ?%

Rabbis make of the quotation, "Ye are standing this i
A

day! _1)39;, _p'?.?\k J}No 1s that not only those who were pres- E
| i

ent at the time of the giving of the Law on Mt, Sinai, 5%
:!; ﬁ

but also those 1n successive generation, even to the pres- g
- , ' ol

ent, 1.e., us today, were in effect, present. The authors i

of the Midrashim made this point cloar in' their writings.
Moreover, not only did they consider their own genera-.

tion equally bound by Torah as if they had been with that
generation at the foot of the mountaln, but they sald
that ALL generations that in the future were. to proceed i

from the loins of the sons & Israei were to consider them-

selves as 1f they too were witnesses. Commenting on the

words, "This day"2 the Tanchuma says:

_ In each and every day Torah should be
as dear to you-as if you_received it
this day from Mt. Sinal.3
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andﬁitﬁalsoésaysasa fraityep tuihahﬂtsﬁe, Tivies. towmn
-vAnd7all should -busy themselves:with . . :.u:
 Torah and establish it as 1if they rew=
ceived it from Sinai.m & openive G wdoh

Every man: of Israel was to consider Torah as'if created
pee ] .
for hinm, and to disavow Torah and neglect study was the

1 w
Auhh e e ety 4 Srpeeads vy T

same as disavowing God, as they wrote,

RO YR By 3
X

» I

’ All who nullifyswords of Torah are R
a8 denying God;- T

Not -only:thils, but it was: to be understood .that the: Torah
was not only given to each and every person, it was also

given In terms that hexcould understand.; For .example,

.’..

the wordsmmﬁ.l ﬁ qalﬂb Judges and officers ’ in Deuteronomy

16:18 call to mind that there were no: more in the days of

3

the Rabbis such leaders in the congregation as Judges or

l

officers,: so they felt that such offices should ‘be transe

lated into officers of their own community.' Thus, they

said that°‘i ?ﬂf; {;'?; f:f{‘ 3;-f; f;.a'@él
Judges, these are the Dayyanim, and '
officers, these are the garnassim -
who 'guide: the community."®: P O R ST

Thus, each man was to feel that the Torah had relevancy.:
for his own: day, and.was.not just: the historlical writings
‘ofsthe;Hebrews.in the days:of:the Kings.of: Israel and ...
Judah,::.If the people of their day no. longer. had Judges
and. officers, so.they no'longer.had city gates,: and thus
the authors: of- the .midrashim felt obliged to, interpret..
‘the::phrase ... D ~AL: yDP:. g [E2RSNE S ENIGIAN de-.ﬁ'?laJ
"Judges: and: off'icers: shalt: thou, make thee . in- all, thy, ;.

gates -(Deuteronomy 16,. 18), 8o :that the people would,un=-
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v A TR o "'cw‘\v e |
derstand that gates refers “to habltats, cities, towns,
Tty L QLA nnn Wi

even those without walls and thence‘without gatei.

ui-u‘-- A ..;- .-‘..\. ’

gy V% >rsr1 ! .',\.‘\
4R n. Y vy

! ” &,,’T/ 9 ,this. 1 s,,in eac]:'_i .
an e ery city.g_}g,, ,4¢% v,, even‘inu‘g
a town which has’ only one famil¥ you“;i
shall appoint for you - ayyanim.

Ak H
l‘ap\.i . Wil {- youht a i ‘fi'_l l'
.

im g
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140

Thsfﬂabbisﬂundsrstaﬁd‘thatﬂTorah was qi .f ult

-

to study, ever' thoiigh they had translated soﬁé of, the difw
ficult passages into more modern tenminqlogﬁ‘sn&'usage.

They thus gave advice to the struggling sfﬁdehf on how

JERL Y NI R ry !-‘,)'],"?

to study 1t.” 'Tahy" wrote-,_ ‘?*n“*J SERRER

. ‘T
EETLEN

.. Thls. is like a lqlf ofwbread suspended,
“‘1h ‘the 'air. The fool “says, "Who can

"MD1d hot some’ one ‘suspend 17" Ahd he
L takes a ladder or a stick and brings

it down. So anyone who is a fool says:

"When, will I succeed in reading the....;:

entire law?! ' But the man who,1s wise,

whatvdoss he 46?7 He learns one ‘chapter

ever¥ day until he completes the whole

«18W,. . God.sald, MIt;1s not too, hard .

1% ol o
M rop you™ ‘(Delteronomy 30:11), but if T
v ... you find it too hard, it 1s your own
T fault NN (Becausg of yo ¥ because
you-do ot‘spudy 1650 i n eTEnLLi

.. No doubt the Rabbis.had difficulty with, students
for other reagons, Like those of our own day, there must
have been students. who asked, 'Why do we have, to, study?!,
for the Rabbis,go.into great, detail, to. explain. the worth
OftEQans.ﬁngﬁﬁrgngléfmi@hésxﬁisgig9u§9? one!s life,..
they‘explain.“-At.firsssit”is;hard,rfor one,.must learn .. ...
the language to study, and then one must follow the 15 COMe. .
mandmepts, and learn to,ponquer his .appetites, t@gt!gcd

onge having mastered ;hessfthings,”theyﬁcontinued,‘liﬂo
Fodm ot dn ed ORI P R I e e L ot T Newie iy Yo Lty A

takes on added meaning. Thus, this charming and famous

,oring it down?"  Bubt.the ;wise man.says,.; . ie-
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story to prove‘the worth of Torah°="'-"a ﬂ;~*ku

SZ00LL N

Thish(Torah) - iswlike an: old man who»is
gslitting by the .road;andithére is'be-

fore him two roads. One 1s thorny at
its-onset,;:but.:its:end-is:broad::and oney.{ nH
1s at the beginning pleasant and its end

L mineris cthornys ©And the: one«who waseslttingive

at the roadside would warn the travellers

soeoinrrrithatTthe beglnningof »thls:one -is-thorny v

The Torah: 1s so-lmportent,:they.sald,.that. the whole

and he would say to them that even though
“you might see~that .the:beginning of this
one 1s thorny, go on 1t, for 1ts end 1s
Dleasant. ¢And-all who were wlse would
lidten:to him, iandrwould:take:1t, -and;
after”azlittleabitfof.fatigue“wouldgwalk
inpeacerand:goslndipeace; sBut-those who
would not:listen to him: would go and..
stumbleyin:-the end. 9. .ta -, ob 12

A xT
Ry

Do

world.was: establighed;-only: for the-sake .of .Torah,.as.they

wrotes.:.:

I ‘ LIS - g"';ﬂJ Al i< gﬂ‘? SNTNLL  (Deuter-
n

DR TN S
""1'1) s \::‘} -

Tora‘hO 'lo' J‘=":'..".".-f“..!;]?':‘:'74.5. il J( ‘I Ff_.:";,rl‘.
METREC I K ;,\ -

------

this as.&; reward: to;him who. would. study.. They. derived

MLl DI, | ey S .

omy 262 11) - And(thou shalt rejoice in all, the good

:..Jr~ st "
sihed with oilver’ (Becleatasing 500

which the Lordwthy .God;:hath given aunto. thee,ﬁand

P - l a.
s naver be sabtleliBd wlth fuet Torah

bt

t

TR ’; ”'»." S I LA NS W SN A T f;'. ""l
Torah. ﬂuﬁwn.u (Jtds:ﬂﬁ‘ﬂ%i Eﬁrlﬁ,iﬁ

The. reward.of, all. good things was. an appggling
thing: for.all,.and so the Toreh, is.considered as good,,,
for: the; midraﬁh-fadvﬁu« el U LRy Lo aveld nhnfvion b,
snes LavinThe: appeal ofrdoingﬁsomething that will. make
yow happy.was. well-known to:the, rabbis. l5°3th91;9§%ﬁy S

~that -those.:who. studied would be~happy, .for..the Torah says
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1, ratat 09. )!5ri’lv}1 ot b "(‘; Lt L
- There:is:no. g.J<Jggood fexoept rah,

a8 ﬁit eays,\ PI
For behold, a sood docErine ha been
e e given unto. you.,"(Proverbef4:2) Lovq g yrita
RRCTISt Torah glves:a, manheomething;whichthexcannotnbuy

with,money.or.-attain 3~a'rr.i-th :800d .deeds s..;the honordue;rh
scholarship, Thue sthe Rabbls:must. haveupromoted etudy

of. Torah-with.worde suchsas sthese: aisynan wnatos:
The :words ;of Torah are-grace fonr:your:
old age... How 1s; this? .When a;-learned
man ;grows-.0ld - 811 flock:around him and:
consult him.ion,words of.-the: ‘Torah, -
Thus, :;they:shall be¢a chaplet of Erace
untOuthy heed. (Proverbs k 9).

One does not even have to be aged to receive the honor due

e Natasloa e o L e ~,..,',_. ._.' \t .2 Aoy
one who 1e wiee in Torah for the following Midraeh does
Sonod o moevan O Earats, US Lo L anminn

not epeoify any age-
When he . (Moeee) began epeaking the worde

ey of Torehgvbothithe theavenly iand:the
earthly belngs remalned sllent and

-1 r.azhearkened unto -hls :words., How do we
know thie? From what we read in our
text°“ 'dive .ear; iye -heavens, ,end I will
speak," ,ﬁ(Deuteronomy 323 1)‘.i

ik 1
EA

S LTl

-}\: Yy o

Lor it e 0 ‘j

Torah wae of the greatest negotiable :value. The

e { \,t AN &,11

Rabbis warned?that 1t ras like a gem,,that could not be

] - -
1‘1‘“‘)’(\; ‘g‘,,\‘\“" 7 3 w,(-\

reple.ced.14 -They.advise not:to try:to.avoid:studying:it,
once :having begun to pore over 1it, for, wvhlle it is pos-

sible to move away -from onehs neighbore,,one ceannot go far
S ¢ :'" Thvemaren Y Lo
from Tore.h.lén Rather, the study of Torah makee one ‘want

‘l" l"; ;*\”2711"“ ' ‘ 'fl‘ . 1.

to study more.r- -not ronly more Toreh, 'but even 1ater Jew-

Tar

ish writings -- Tosephos,,Mishna'-- L Ty T fjgﬂpe

el ERRC

M

. QHe who loves, eilver -can . never,.be" sat-~1 e
T 7TtT isfled with silver (Beclesiastes 5:9).

Uiy e ..R.:..Nehamiah says:."He who:loves Torah. i, -.
can never be eatiefi bd with Just Torah-
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e he must learn Mishna seeks to learn
Halsiid MuPglmudst he' who-'krjows' Telmud ‘seeks to
learn Tosephos.;"

1‘\.’ f 'I.'r'

The Rabbisﬂhere deolare that*atudy of post-Biblical vrit-

eyt

"
-T

T RS

ings are valuable"“and simllarly elsewhere ‘they say that
AR A5 { B A O Oy "r| \ -u 8 \";t

A

the portions: of the Haphtaroh correeponding tothe Torah

sl owor ups 3"' L Tore S L T e
readings are on a: -N Diecussing the word Lj:jhuv

LT !‘,-‘..: lf’ \ \Ua

(Deuteronomy 32 1)""Giveiear, the midrash states-

Iyl 5
AL i\ r' !-J._ " \'.T

Isaiah eaid “Hear 0 heavens and give
_ear, O earth (Isaleh 1:2). Why did .
“.Isalah say” this? -0nly to° show" you' that *
. &all the words of the PrOphets are as.
BRI AR Weight,y. '”Moses Baid UPANQ-? .“JB]CJD Yoy Rt E R,
and saiah 8ald \{4k) &> Y QJ
'J’ ohxa AT EEEUR L

.5 \r" ,‘~ .‘-.‘r *'f"l-'\"\'- F iJ_

] “rral 'r‘.
- _; =8 Ve L id O BT

Thé' Rabbis arelat their best'when discussing

! L3.] N nl b
T ‘k‘ PR L LA P AW

the greatneee and the power of Torah Ueing Jumerous

O o L

‘_‘ ’- . o’..‘. " W

selectioneifrom the Bible to prove their point they show

AR A s M~ ey g " ‘;ralr“ s F PR Loy

how study of“the’Torah will prevent dieeasee, and will

it AR
‘.-“ [ PO

cure those already afflicted'

Toyrentd PR AL RO Y .-‘ IS LA S Vs nepsmnyed ey
- The Rabbis say: "If you deeire not to
savel, wniguffer ‘eavache or paln “inorie of your

1imbs, then incline _your ears to the,
“Porahy ifor 1t SaysittInélifie your ear,

and come into Me; hear, and your soul v
G 20ntighalYs1ive WM (Iaaiah 5533)518 5 S

Other* pessages “deduce’ similarly that’ Torah will eoothe

P R PR . B P Y 5 et
ana cirareee Lplnes s vator, oll, o

the: tongue'~*
*JlFor‘Scripture Bays: "A“sdothing tdnaue
. .1s a tree of life (Proverbs 15:4), and
£y eush Chdre '8 no tree of life, except Torsh

As 1t 1s written, 1t 18 a tree .L.U,g%él

e :
- i
PR e

(Proverbs 3 18) ;-*:i*r nt: J

Variant readings also comment aimilarly that Joreh will
aid digeetion and a tongue—tied eondition.aq‘_Apolever

!!\s ,\'. 1 b

underetanding of Moses 1ife ae portrayed 1§rthe anta-

i
"‘: ‘g.‘ i E. ‘ ll _“

teuch 18 evidenced.by the following, which shows that the

2 - wE L Ayl
LRCNER et Lot i

it

artririn

B
v

T
e SO

LiTL T aaael
i S W

e AL T

T s mared

o gty S AL
X T et

i amesd

A AT et e

m geem T e

LA K v e £

P
plemhty

S

e rm e, T AT i
L e R AR P A

i |

P Ragpleivei g

PR s A R P Rt o hrepbe Py < i Lo & ET

-

o e T L



19.

ey Py

Rabbis read the Bible with a eritical eye:
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bt Al
TRRLAY

How do we lknow.(That Torah will cure
~ one who is tongue-tied)? For, seei’
Seripture writes of Moses before he
,was privileged to receive the Torah,
~ "I am not a man of words." (Exodus
" 4310). But after he had proved him-
~ self worthy of the Torah his tongue
became cured and he began to speak
" words., How do we know this? From
- what we have read in the passage. under
comment These are the words which
‘Moses spoke.' |
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Even as God did not cfeate the world except for the sake |

e D B ot e

of Torah, 80 is Torah as necessary to the world as water.

" Just &5 the world is not ‘able - to ex-"
" lst without -water, and’ without ‘it ‘man
‘cannot make himself clean, so the

. world. 1ls not able to exlst wlthout

" -Torah, "“and’ Torah teaches ‘how a man®
- can make himself. clean. -And Jjust a
- man doés not plant-a-tiee- without
water, or build a house, so 'is the -
-world: unable to endure without “

Torah.2

Z TN
e L

o Torah;'as'mehtioned'above;.wgs compared‘to-é?f
" “Yewel, which is a worthy and fitting comparison. But

"Sﬁéh‘a“cbmparisdn‘shows no great talent for abllity to:~

make comparisons, as 1t 1s an obvious comparison. The-
" cleverness of ‘the Rebbils 1s seen when Toreh 18 compared '
“ 46 sich*lowly and bizarre things as water, oll, honey,
“fwine, ‘milk; ‘ete " “First, wé see how powerful*Torah ls

”by BliSh comparlaons v 0 TEo e Do Sna

ot e .-’! !a'.::‘

 Just as water wears away rock, io Torah
wears away the heart of stone.

The love for Torah, and the great respect the Rabbls had
for 1t, a respect which.did not cause them to wlthdraw

from an intimacy with'it, can be seen in the following
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Midrash:

The Rabbis S8y, NThe Torah is compared
to five things. Water, ‘“wine, honey, milk,
and oil. Whence to water? For it is
writtent 'Ho, everyone that thirsteth,
come ye for water.!: (Isaiah 55:1). Whence
to wine? For it 1s written: 'And drink
of.the. wine which: I have mingled!: (Provs=:;,..n
erbs 9:5). Whence to honey and milk? o
o apFor.1t:1s-said? 'Honey; and milk .are. .-
under thy tongue' (Song of Songs I3 1),
nn Moegss Whence to, 011? FOI‘ it 1s. said, }Thy 7
name 1is as oil poured forth!' (Song’ of
.nSongs.1:3), .For, just as.oil is. at.. .., -, .,
first bitter but in the end’ ‘swWeet, S0 too T
el .-, are; the  words of. the Torah;.at.flrst a e
“man has to labor in them, but in the end T

v, e _benefits by them,.as it is sald, 'And..

1

T
vl

BEON though ‘thy beginning was small, yet they s d
puvercn, ond should greatly increase,!. tJob 84 7). g 4E
“ut .y o Another explanation: . Just as oil gives.. . . .
" 1ife to the world, so too do the words of "
. Torah give 1life to. the world,  Just as.. . ,. ...
oil gives light to the world, 86 too do"‘ B
. inn et the wokds of. the. Torah give, light to the -
S world.2 e

Thus, through the graceful way of the" Rabbis they

gg.mvm'nﬂ.

-.-\

r r .',"‘

" K

attitudes to the words of Scripture. 'we realize that they
Were' amazingly familiar with every word cehtained therein

Prom b their ability to quote at length and wo intimately

"=., ‘.. 4 " < X —u-\.'._.

S0 many varied parts of Scripture. we also know that they
recommended and demanded that Torah’ be'etudied regularly,

!’}\\

and that there would be much repayment for him who labored
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"*Jrﬂ (“‘ ‘r‘m dasiy e % 2 ‘T. i 1’\,"'{3 Bopan of :;H
vsi(..M. Ln. 'i‘ AL l‘- { \' [ lu‘t hl- SHE] Yoo ?g‘
:ﬂnﬁm=«4;h TurnoMOSES ip writtew, o i
Pihang nve Dy wordst o {Lgntseor R ii'r
— - a il‘
The)most outstanding figure in all the Midrashim 3
il
::il
on- Deuteronomy is Moses.:~Th18Jis quite understandablo, gw
H
"'-EI
i
88:Moaes: is‘traditionally considered the aithoriof the™: i
f‘:‘\
Torah,"and:since the avents: ‘concerning ‘much”of“hiss1ifs" I
[
andpdeathuplaynsuchua:great role in thls particular vol- |§
o
i
ume. Yetj.wé findithis ‘hero of Jew%sh life not without i3
- hd ’f e -~ Ll Lo §
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personal faults and: weaknesses.““Judaism never pictured 1its |
AN Lo brs peamllh nawioUcr S 5 4
patriarchs:and' “Hoblemen with any of the untouchable perfec= !

tion that ‘other.religions view:theéir leaders; ‘Moses 'is the*

S al —ads
~

greatest -man:in the:Five:Books, yet “he 1 s lalso ‘Febellidus;:

tongue=tied, -afrald: to*-call-himself a ‘Hebrew, and iis ‘Hot

:

']

beneath :being-disrespectful to¢:God Himself, 'Regardless; ' - §%
| , o it

the. Rabbis pilctured-Him:hot :as a:modelifor ‘personali‘cone ?
duct;kbutnusmonemputﬁin;arsituatidnfﬁproducédffhe mosgt- ¢ f

precious yobject: known: . to :the Jews. ==\ the 'Torah' =~ snd ‘there-

byuhiajptchebusﬁtheagréatest personage in Jewlsh hilstory. ,, 4
P4 i

Moses; even: has great personal virtues, He shows k

Tiy 4y owm——ownr Cleowfuowomy evres i ' :

himself humblohbefore God. 55bu:y¥wnnc ?Sﬁ}nﬁwﬂﬁ?‘ g
woelaunan e ren R R v ]

Ri Tanhuma. salds: "This maybe ‘compared ) w

to.a man who had some purple: for'sale : r

and cried out 'purple, purple.' The king - F

“iia i tooilooked: out of, the window and heard his Lo ﬂ
| cry, so he called him and asked him, N . [
-, 'What-have you. for sale?! He:replled, :: trauas T
 'Nothing.! Thereupon the king exclaimed: i

we tIzheard :you:calling out, purple’ purple,. ‘= b

“and yet you say you have nothing to | |
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“1*belll‘ He replied, 'Sire, true, it 1is
purple, but before you 1t is as nothing.!
So,it ‘was with Moses’, - Before- 'God ‘who
created‘the mouth’ and‘the pover ‘ofi 2V
speech hea declared, “1I- am* not-’al man- ‘of:
words ! “(Exodus’ 1}+10), ‘but ‘When'he:!d:
spoke with Israel, 8 ie written,aw'
'Thesi dre’ "the’ ‘wordst: (Deuteronomy ‘i)

!
we W AT A ” T ore hiie
',g.‘b = e o ) ;
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Similarly,“we sée‘that‘theiRabbie:pictured Moses, after

fe o vead ! VBlase death is deurend

Joshua had-:taket ‘Gver leadership, as one who was not too
proud ‘to ‘éntrest for those favors he had been accustomed

to'recelive’ag ‘his dues '+ vl e e o bt unban
. &
tran o

. ,'|'1 . ,- o .1; i R Lo R B SRS . AN N . M .
“ 'R, ‘Huna saids"As soon ‘asiGod saidito im Ln tho
Moses, 'Hand over your office to

41 “Joshuayt'immediately Moses began to :n Samnand
e Srie .pray. tg be permitted to enter the
LRGS0 g @, ST SoUs T REan wt o i,

“EEETHSrGTﬁﬁ§t5h5§8“Beenraﬁtime’iﬁtJudaiSmﬁwhenﬁgroups
wantedito ‘mdke ' of ‘M5sés "a Torm of - Irmortal delty, based on
the lack ‘of ‘passagss “that déécfibé%hisﬁactualvdeath?gndtﬁr
burial in aspecific pléce. '“One of “the“important concepts
ddnoerning Moses would destroy such attempts. He was

merely another‘mortal, who; as all”men; must die.’::Cohcern-
iﬁé”thﬁtbﬁééége”iﬁ*Deutéronomy 3111l where: Moses “1s'about

to'die;“the Rabbis writes: “=alni his s wx are nou i,
"t foMbses said’to Gods "Master:of - the
Universe, must I dle after my eyes have
witnessed all that” glory and that- power?'
Whereupon God replied, "Moses,, What
mighty man 41s7he that-liveth and ghall
not“see death?ﬂ""(Psalmer89 h9)

A0 s ‘.‘\- e._; ; 0l 0
The Midraeh cdntinuee, citing‘as "mighty men",people like
KL IR A o

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, who died too.h And evenlthough

‘.'_:: \.) g l t}h‘{ ,) ‘!"\ &IA “-‘.t'\:.'; "l 'i \; ‘s YRy, A
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‘he, was, great enough to bring down the Torah, still he
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must.cdies:, ang Bod , Lo, wWeos, LZyen Uod oand the angels

tthendsd R cAbahu:said: "To what can this be

compared? To one of the great men of

wthe. kingdom; :who. 'found a ‘sword ‘unlike

any. other in :the worl.". And he said:

"This iis ifitting -only- for the  king,"

What':did he ido? : ‘He brought it :to-the

king, The king said, "Cut off his

head with: 1t." - 8o also said Moses to..ter oy

God: "With the thing with which I '
T a«’lr.z:-praised you?" . (Since death is-decréed ::iiu the

in Genesis). 5 x

SoAeiso'iismbfllos\es‘compared po“s"ome 6} thelowlyorless

hor;o*rleioﬁ }"mem"tl)‘ezr:s of God's ki’r;‘gdox;l‘:- the Levtist;.han, which
must also 1&19:6 ‘“Ir; one of che Z)Ljongetst Midrashim 1n the

Rabbsh; ‘we Irsje'e“ﬁ‘oses f:fgﬁﬁlin‘é‘lﬂdescpe]i'efeiy ’wi't'jh' .‘.’245'\111'1rr1s:i.1e]j.‘,s
Dt lver Phelm el amaeikd g .
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t)he 'Angel of Death, who has come 6o Cake Bl with him.

This passage depicts Moses standing before a judge, de=

b
‘ ‘JT e .5 a'E -‘\;1 ;“: i }:

fending himself from the charge,eof death. " gHe ;describes

and lists. a11 the\ ‘i'easons why he sho&lﬁ- be given a lighter
111 -4y c’«‘: ~. o \1’-‘42'” PRIV EEN AN IR

sentence, 1but 1nf'the -end ’ accompanies the Angel of

o T i E 4 Y . . . 4, ! ¥ .
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]?e,?rt.h!'?_f CECS VRS
w vnauYet, Midrash makes of Moses someone not in the
same category .a8, mere mortals,.. He thas not ;ithe .same in=-
firmities a8 men at.their .death: :his eyes -are.not.dim;..
and he :1s not:buried. in.the.usual manners . ... si.xy id.

All .creatures:.:go , doun to the grave. with. L

thelir eyes dimmed, but as for you, your

el 0 .eye:18 not -dim.; . All.mortals .are.dis= .-

| posed ‘of at burial in vestments made by '
©1.00y man, namely,:coffin,..bler, .and.shrouds,.... .

""" but you'are disposed of in shrouds mage

-in heaven, -and .a bien,.made in heaven, 2o an

v

e g e g
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creatures,iaﬁd ‘God , Y66}

atténded” his‘hurial'

When“all“mortals“die,

a.‘r 3y

wept.

9'*”Even"Gf.)dJand t

LR g
-

.
1,); ~rt'.
he ang

3

h g

TtHeir® relatives

and* their nei hbors attend theip —:F

J'\‘\ k]

burial butias

I4(God) a&&
My Court will attend your burial,

Crorly
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The entire Midrashio literature on Deuteronomy
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echos Moses' greatness.

ty oy it y
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He compares favorably with the
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A unsuiyeld ol

greatest men of other nations.l; and even surpasses the
i zi Z\_'L'.‘.‘_‘"'q_“} .14\‘1'”5” : ;\.:' :‘i‘ ‘..: !‘:t;}
greatest men of Jewish life. Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaao,
.x,:12' : !* ..... hl .3 . :-' "f ;: \ [-p \‘J'.
Jaoob, .and even Soloman.ﬂ In desperation,‘tryingp )
; N z i .r..a,f‘,f U L e M A A SR ) 1 *’;
show the greatest,of Moseslpver“ALL others without dimine
) "‘ - i A _‘r L - AY Y
ishing thelr high‘standing, the Midrash_draws.onlfroverbs
BIBE%TQS Eeoadrsld oy oaec, tnl desbrons o0 stesing hlse

"Many daughters have.done valiantly,
but Jthou,; excellest ‘theri. all. This® is
oo+ Moges; for-behold, the ‘sarlier” ™
generations blessed every one hls own

”Jgeneration,but none equalled the bless=
‘Ing “of Moses Ll

P e

1 1 T W ! A ‘, L B o et & "‘,1' reooa MO R o ." A h IS o B!
For, four timés“Moseé"blessedJnot his‘ownvgeneration, but

o

the whole people, ‘and “thus;” he excelled “them " all.u

o

RN M’&‘g‘g‘s-‘xapﬁéhrs “thréughout “the Mldrash as ' “the

standard for ‘all Hen's actions.ﬁ‘Such a one did ‘thus, but

.LU“" A«?. MO hh ’L’(
Moses did thus ig the oommon theme throughout these mid-
S ST RN Y 84 {a,A ;:‘xi= Lo Y
rashim.‘ When,qin Midrash the Rabbis need someone to
i,\ REH H!)
qu&h'uith God, or to represent them .among . % the angels,Lor

to. fight verbally with the enemies of Israel, Moses 1s

always used,.yith some text used to plaoe him- into a cat-

Ak—a \a— >

R S ok I v a\vt'.t.r : ‘*....,.-).'ir 3
egory relevant to that particular‘aoene,f5Thuslwin a

diatribe against Rome, Sihon is used as a euphemism, and
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Moses represente Juda.ism, :i*fi'th '”ofdcourse ‘~~Moses’ ‘tpiumph~-

Irjf“(l,‘ i;; S rl' ..\ul:: .L '_,. : ll') 0 2N Gy -
ing, even. thoush W mumerlond end e ni‘ o hedns
Ty »{ R STal 1 i “ r\{ a1 l, 'h A

“S1nen }-:a 7iKe 8 “tower OAYE Walky i
that)'when' Hié' sat -Upon va*wall "fhi‘“"‘ ey ”1

foet - tiﬁfohedithe ‘ground{ W15 il oo, vnd
VLR *\.'\ ."l! f"»;l” 1-4!";3".\7‘)"” "'_.l(‘ J :’

o roph ,.And mighty Mosee was, even in the eyes of the
AN RN S SR Y TR AT [ SRS TR E M ; Sal G Ga

angels, the hea.venly hosts, .‘end the heevens themselves. .

AU Gl @O WL gan LRa
Wejha.ve seen the.t the Rabbis oictured him, as unafraid of
A ' . UL WY s SERTONNRY v - LB Ly

the JIN f\o%N Angel of Death giving in to him

. »\»-.

only when ( God 1171'.‘49!'?9..11?,5;! He e.lso ie g.hown as being 80
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powerful the.t the hea.vens 1istened _to him_____wheh_'_he called;

{./ Lx3 o T -.A [
'

for it says “"1n Deuteronomy 32 1, "NG ( Jﬁ'c’: . Ygive

ulﬁ

ear, O heavens. R. Iehoshua ben Levi picturee the

P L".J,’“l rt T :.’ ""-\ ‘J._ EUEEADU 5 5 Sl - o

angels as e.fre.id oi‘ Moee nd deeiroue of slaying him.

In the hour, when Moses went up to

r v Yoe

0L SR HA ghl Elace ‘the 'angéls sought 46+ . wua. 1k

sla.y hlm .

T R T N RS SR AN R & nhi;d?éi S T R S

Iet _Moses outsma.rted them. e S aea Lp L S s

o God Himeelf testifies of the greatnees of Mosee,
'\‘x?“ .‘- '.I'. li -'\ ll 4 -. ‘ " "‘,‘ R ,‘, . & . f}| . -‘ J.“

not only through His speaking with him as‘reoreeentative

el

T K

of the people but through actue.l direct,nraieeso

o — . 3
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o God replied: "As you declare 7 I '

v s 1 4839), 1 too say, 27 Lk

YaoLelo M ipignethathi ot arisen: a prophet
since in Israel like: unto Mosee,‘
(Deuteronomy 3k 10) 18 AL LT O

i g |-l e 4;

‘J "_.\ . ." i | t

And in the next Midra.sh',‘z Qod continuee_ the praises of

uk'rlﬂ

H l' B adas .'-" --‘.. LT ] " g Ca . IR
Moses DRI R T By calan, tore wes o
» Yot - AT & T a ram i e
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And‘ Just as you have exalted Me before
sixtylmyria.de 87 o people, 80" too will- I_ .
exalt” you'in/the” ime to"come 1n the' -
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“1phere is fione 'else’ (Deutgronomy SRR
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rmidst sof:: f1fty=five myriadejofhoompletely

irighteoue men,uasnitniereeidn': A 20ibe-

thold;" the:numerical value:of w:{> ibeing

[fivekfothhe 57 -and - fiftyufornthep}hL“v

20 1P "beheld® is.usedrmany.-times!con-
seernlng such as:Moses; in 'Exodus:23:20,
:An1Proverbs 11:31, in Malachi 34 23, and
_here, in Deuteronomy 31 14)

s e le nletured ps osventer Bl I

‘g much did God regard Moses, “that 'only “For His’sake did

Cnpee pold eodn 18 auove ware nonnios) A Daturel Loader

He give the land of Israel to the people, as we see that

i . g .
L0 drasin wlllopoareratloanas

using what the Torah says (Deuteronomy 2:31) ~- "And the
I; 5 i_,--n;, ;'i'. ;.1‘\“ 1; }u’n"’ ""_,‘ ' T g _‘F':,_i Wi
Lord sald unto me 'Behold I have begun to deliver up

.-.,,‘G Sy . R ‘!. j ‘s?__‘ _‘1 . I ”u-

o

a}
L

l t

Pt mocoral the omoan o o Gt

Tt ‘does not eey "Before you (the peo le)“
ot s o1ecbub.tBefore; you«(Moses.;a8-.one; person AR
““for your (Moses') seke, and not because
We snnee an 0f2the-good .deeds. :of. Ierael -am I glving it, )=-u
i but because of you.

whent, Ghoan lagln Meeons el el YA g e o
Althoush the Rabbie are using as & pretext the grammatioal

'MI-.«H— ¢ Lf- L) ‘)l i 4" -H 4“ 1N ( :):_“ ,‘, .-:“ \-,- 1’..--', : \4.1--:-!-,-; "‘:‘."‘.{.3 ,;’

use of singular and plural endinge to implicate Moses, it

s '-_..-_-,;..d‘ “\ "&.‘.f. i"? '|f T ooer e 1‘ ;“:"-a JJ f % "

WG ST ARORe Rl et byl
"is done not to deprecate the children of the people of

W - . - . v ‘.i ' oam *
Loonhe BAdrme, g st e ved e Toveh 0y

Ierael, who generaliy are ooneidered to be the seeurity
3 ..,J'\‘ L‘ " "‘h el ,',:‘ RSV N 1“ i\l .. N a ‘_.“’}

for'thenTorah, but to elevate Moees. God thought so highly

!1»'-,5 W Tu .f't 3 11“.1 O IO .1' ‘ -i 4 - 1\ [‘_- ,1 LY ‘,; Iy

of Mosee that He had him'buried hear the land of Ierael,

. . ..‘,.-.L.. e N P R A
J ’ L l -i- .".. “ i ? .'-.!‘I".: : .'.‘ " f‘ [ " N .‘.,‘ " 1-)-.1

'so that in the time of the Resurrection all would‘come

A

e ooosemnor of Uhint telbo wrieh 410 mot o cevsii soeh

there merely to be near him. How such a thing is posslble
' poen o Mosas oo mieneEiodog la anmematoyy

18 told in .the following Midraeh- | A

lThie may be oompared to a men who(dropped
1,80me,~ ooins -of .small- denomination rover the
1floor ie'a drak placei"he thoushtuto him-
-8elf, "If . I.call.out.'Bring me.a. ~Light so
-that .I-may. pick, up myucoine,3 no. one -will
Itake mnorice:iof me,” . What. did he.do?: :He
ook sout & .gold coin(of large -denomina-
Jtion). and threv. it-among . his:coins -and
sealled, : Bringgme eplight,w,I had.a gold
wplece ande dronped 1t -here;" and;they
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brought'‘him e ;11ght ;- What<did<he'do? ‘

As.:soon:agthe: pickedlup theagoldupieoe“

he said:to rthe:: people, fPlease:wait (for -

me iuntil ‘I have 'picked ‘up rdll.‘my.: coins“

and he collected them. Because of the e
- ‘one’gold ogin all ‘thesmaller ones ‘wépe il
‘collected 21 .

ety o An np w,,w" A SR TG a‘. oo onnt de 2o
Moses thus is Rietpred as grester thenﬂother men, &8 &
H'..‘.‘ 1%l ..Lf, L - LSV Y
1arge gold coin ie ebove mere pennies- & naturai leader
e "y i ',‘ s L. I ,."‘ W
who drews all generetions after}hin. o e b el nod
His greatness is suoh that they said that Psalm

tr

24 was written about him, for he wae that perfect° ("Who

shall ascend the mountain of the Lord? ....’ “‘He that

._.L

hath g olesn hsnd and a pure heart who hsth not taken

*\ A RES 2 L.

My name in- vain, ‘and heth not sworn deoeitfully, )22

and of 'whom -else but' Moses ‘Gould ‘such1ines ‘be ‘penned?it

. Moses:'ts: not Ii’oz-'tr'ayé‘d*~*ss iiqho'n.y ‘without “falil't,"

to the Midrasﬁ;-afﬁér'h%ﬁhadfrédéivedithéﬂbeaﬁ$?3v’or

nis ‘personal ‘tralts; midrash accounts' for him that he ‘d1d
not always face his:resporsibility’ of beingi a Hebrew, &™i-
that, unlike Joseph, who admitted to Potiphar's wife that

he was a member of that: tribe’ which ‘did not ‘Permit ‘such &'

lewdriess, Moses*refused: to ‘acknowledge” his: ancegtiys ' .

" Moses sald ‘to God:M™Master iof ‘the umil- 't 18
. verse, the bones of Joseph are entering
.'the Land, " and: am-I-hot to enter the:ve: Lntoi-
Land?" The Holy One, blessed be He,
" answered.-himy:¢ He’who gcknowledged: his
netive 1and ie to be burlied in that 1and
but-he' who'’d1d: hot acknowledge his native
land does not merit to be bhuried in his
land,' «fhaf.AWhen was this*(that Moses
did hotl aoknowledge hisgt being a He--%1
brew)? When' -thedaughters?'sf Jethro
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said; "An:Egyptianzdeliveredius,.outyof
the sHand of +the shepherde"ﬂ(Exodue -2:19)
andrMoses. heard and.kept:.silence; sthere-
fore he:ls not buried Anchisnland, 24,
e ,,..)....ﬂ..],y\:_ “- ”,} '; ""{, . -:,: . “'.':'! ,v’ 1 :‘-”-"" {
Such a Midreehﬂeeeme*to be»e protest to those who admit

VAT 51!’ '—'- ETOmMAn e S RO R ) >

thelr religioue belief 1n peecefulqdaye, bﬁt ;dosnot do 80

47 PG Slay om
when there: 13 8:treat of sufferins concerned.l;““

A o ATy el wrl “‘ l_f.',_.v_ f“ } [ - ]r ) '
RS { SN P s CroYy qogeadg
Moees evenrwae so*eure1ofnhie .OWn: 1ntelligence
: 11 '} g !: !, . Len "--’}.-’\” ‘\\:7 _r\ ,‘F )
and abilitiee that he disobeyed Gody - He- had been ‘advised

A Loy
i,

to war againet Slhon, but had eought peaee instead°

And 1n the days of Sihon and Og the“
Holy One blessed be He sald to him,
hos, oro G0, War;with.him. ... " and:-Moses. .. .. 1.
"did not do so as it is said, (Deu- S
wipda: o teronomy: 2s 265. ,and I.sent.messen=. ... u:atore
gers . " P N A S R

Teyey
12y
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But God acknowledgee fhet Moses 18 right for he dlsobeyed

26

only to make peace. God forgave Moses, for 1t ls well-
known that God made peace, as the whole Toreh is only
peace, as it is sald "for all its paths are peace,"
(Proverbs 3:18). Certainly this amount of "chutzpe“-ie
not an admirable quallty for one who 18 a model of great-
ness,

And even when Moses was filled with anger at the
sight of the Golden Calf and broke the Ten Commandments,
the Rabbis defended his action on the grounds that he was
saving Iereel from great punishment. This clever inter-
pretation, meant to cover up for. the defeat of thelr idol,
is shown in this Midrash:

This can be compared to a king who

married, and sald to his wife, "after
a time I will send your Ketubah by
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means of a groomsman," The king sent
it after a time, and when he came he
found her being: Ammoral’ with another
man, What did that groomsman do? He
ripped up the Ketubah, and said that
it was better that she be Judged as an
unmerried woman‘thain 'as e married
woman, .80 God marrled Israel, as At A8 s
gald, " oy RS (a play ‘on = *EAEAOE
ot Ry bhe HebreW' i meaning."to .sanctify” o
TN op Mo mappy") “dndoR the movrow Moges i
Jcame to,give. to them, .the Lorah .and he Den 4 lim
“found them making “the "Golden 'Calf, ™ 'What™ ~"¢**
S 414 he do? He broke the Tablets N R E R
e (in“order that they would not be pun-
.1shed as Jreansgressing .the commendment .
‘against’ worshipging 4dols and makins e
st . . omolten images), e e e

Thus,leven when Moseg waSacertainly in error, he 1s, by

......
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virtue of hils .exalted position throughout Jewish. histqry,
exonerated by, .the Rebbig. ;.1 ;
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MITZVOS
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It has been expressed that Judaism is s religion

of “doing,“ rather than of mere "believing. ' Certainly
the comments of the Rabbis would bear this out for their
voluminous comments on ! QN s.nd N P)<s JO‘Q-VN
that 1s, good deeds, or the fulfillment of the commsnd—
ments, cover msny pages of text and expound many facets
of the concept oi‘ "doing. -

While there might be no 1ogical basis for doing
many of the mitzvos, the Rebbis sought to ensure that the
mitzvos that they themselves stressed had some 1ogic to
them, First, they insisted that the idea of the mltzvos
had been dictated'by God from of old for concerning idol-
atry, one of the three most importsnt mitzvos,1 the Rabbis
taught: B

God saids "Seeine; that the pena.lty for

1dol worship 1s so severe I must fore-

warn them ageinst it, so that they should

not later on say, 'Had we been warned we

would havé kept away from it.'" ..,. For

it 1s written, "Therefore I have declared

1t to thee from of old; before thou camgst

I announced 1t to thee.“ (Isaiah 48 5)

The Rebbis began to evolve a historical picture
around mitzvos. They developed 1t by showing thst from
of old these very same laws had been kept by thelr an-

cestors:-

- "My son, guard the mitzvos .of thy

B AR A1 g oe




|i”|

3

fathers" :(Proverbs 16:20),, iThe patri=s all th

archs separated the trumah and tithes; ,
mitevos: o(an :example::ofizthe mitzvos )y Abpahemn husit 3t

eepegated the terumahl, as it is said,

Troas ona rete, *ei-\"NOsd Trem rnc‘her atc. ine ol lot.

C-

Thus 7 ‘long: standing procedure: has<been: established:r Fur-
ther';: Vie:are ladmonished:fo’ consider alliithéxmitsvos fas' 47
they::came::from Sinai. liCerteinly this is aniadmission

thettmoeee,did;nohereceiveethé’complete set of laws at one

time, and contrary'to present: day orthodox. viewpolnt, this

cacveed st they notiien IR S gt sed
presentation ;of the problem iof. changing Laws -1a: quite
8 CEAS AL R e IS PIRIORN STl S NI N A I 5, RS

realietic..LThelRabbie; eeemingly,“did not‘try;to cover up
and ’1‘111"’*_‘,‘:_1“" ,' S5 1 s x\'.t_uu-.:' ol Dain

the issue of.:a- chenging“law, they rather euggested-

"All,thefcommandmente which: T ‘command ::
youtoday." 2:A11: 'the :commandments:which
you: are:doing epeakvof“them.ae ‘1fitoday.
you cheard them ion .Sinai:‘from:Moses: ::For
30,144 148 written,: "Which: T /command you.c,
thie.dayﬁkeepmdoing=themwthat you''may.:
live ryou: and’ yourfchildrenk!4 el “‘f‘ef

-

RS -‘I- ' s - - A-.,i.
o nnaelr Lrdren ln o tha b

4

This was the intent of the following midraeh which uses

eﬂgrammatical"twiet?towexpreéeritewpoint'”'lna Tenld b

telavras The, scrinture .88Y8 ¢ -ﬁ’&gﬂ"g ‘the: whole—
commandment.' What is the meaning of ro

shuncel aweennd pUSNE e Ugtil ‘yourcarry out .ell o s
the commandmente

v Ty
:L

2ErLe i SELCRANRVE-TC '
That 1s, is teken to come from the root "ﬁs;: mean-

- ¢ 4K s .
..... S E!.,. TR -..-‘ ? I ., N r"{ W i ,7_; ..u‘ iy 5\]

ins"to finish to complete“

'_'.-.. i'” RN r: U s 'f\"n }' A (T}"‘\ A RFCREE RO XY f-v ’ o T \L- (AR

And even if one does not know that God himself
clobiart the tagk ew Toodins ooran wite ard obiidyen,  Bim

commanded them that they be done as: if commanded on Mt.

DY 5 I . o oy ~"! -
" ar (; “. ,\'\- e “ n\ *1 : 1 ‘&.'\1' ('l'l[l'!l ‘,flf i L{:!\"»

Binai then one should know to do them because of the days

W2 " 1 R L P TR G B B * .
1 n,,-.«-:! {;L-s,- VOE Cnn e 1o ,'..‘-\_:,‘ TS f‘.', PR i}('}

of the year, 365, and the bones in the body, 248, For all

- “\T !“ ( ’ S o
Cae t' .":\ :3.. "{\ “"_‘. Up \‘ ' {8 oo B I- T‘{ \‘-,:L i \Lt.."” ’ b4

the bonee remind one to do, and the deye suggeet the

ay eE et e B PP R
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commendmente beginning with "do not " ‘
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vove Y ean oy f.u"' » 5T

whvaho, ; stovy of o sy sden dAd wat distie o
e In another gensge, ‘Hature,’ 60, téachss a1l “the

R EL R

mitzvos; one story"suggests’that we would 1earn humility

R TTATE RS &4

£rom one‘bird tendernessffrom another;”etc.T;The follow-

+a \‘-'ﬂ \

ing midrash suggests “that if bird can Operate under

. "r"e

éod~s"1aws, “then certainI%‘mr”‘too should be able; ‘for'*

ey o prr);l,-.-‘-f,

concerning the‘lau;”“If & bird" 8 nest {§ before“thee;:w

z) e - X - Ead
R ) 3";&- Gy ’ Ores E Nl 4 iy T G.T-”.-t

£HGY ATt et LRE mothen fgolW B¢ 08 Lust bin sleslk,

¥ . -4
P e ok
’1.'. F_

,‘A‘ PN
¥ P X

“Seripture surely ought ‘not 4o ‘be 86 cons "
s ...cerned about the mother bird. But,.God . ..

“tigg1ds WAe ‘she ‘busied herself with ‘the ¥
— honor and good order of the world (she, -
o “ fulfilled” the commandment “1he ‘Pruftful *
mn . v-2nd multiply') she is. worthy of being
RGN e ned CBUf Pering M 1 F L

1;-

"\r

I LIRS N R O S L TSN \ ..:.,‘, T B R = S B L ST TR N

: ‘Another “comment ’R”'Hiyya“said‘“““If'a“ S
bird that has neither ancestral merit. St e
“hor'‘covenants nor ‘oaths'“to rely upon ‘ean Vv tEa
... be atoned for by her .children, how ‘much

TEOVREY more’ willTthe' “ehildren ot “Abraham; Isaac,“giﬁﬁ“
o +and Jacob, who have ancestral merlt to. ., . .

Ypely “upony A £ ‘any of them ‘sin, be' atoned Crera
for b; their children in‘the time to .. ae
come’, S i dozg not A

L s e Wl (el et lege s b n nn 1 e Rat et o azﬁksln
Thus" the Rabbls belleved that precepts ‘of ‘law'could be ‘

iﬁférﬁéa*ffésﬂtﬁe creatures of the world, and that even :

vithout preordained commandments, man is obliged to do

'\3' 'u‘ RN ETY 1 n_.‘..* ’ u..L\ b ",!. i

TR ..“- 4
SREERY SRS

certain proper deeds, ?”f*‘” :”EJ.:

e v T g, -\, H
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‘.'Ij'.-.f“:
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N I ..-'l'.(ki v LI whoORE ENEI { - AL el A

Man is also obliged to finish a mitzvo ‘Once he

\:.1 _ul R ...)., e ’Ju

has begun iﬁ $There is a grievous penalty for not COM-

LIl LRIV
e}(.‘,n

pleting the‘task - 1osing ones ‘i fe and’“children.8 Sim-

n) A.i o Wnﬂﬁn“ 1M'}¥m‘l"‘w .. Ve ls

.r"“"“’ i )
ilarly, if° one hegins"’r "good 'deéd “and - 'srother: ‘domes’ along

gy :le o !\"}...i_\ri A S -'» ';.i X a“

by
and finishes it”‘theflatter1i considered '£6° have’ per-
‘fi,L SR VIR g nevern AN LA VA A IR

T

formed the ' pious act.9 'Neither must ‘ane put'off doins a

‘\{\T"' ’»I'tf BRGw h-“ Lai’ 1‘;(“*{ WL ‘

"
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commandment 57 Py o EVe1a doing 'tHoee "that ‘ave done in
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sre wive: OF the,Torah and.does not fulflll. them,...
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private. Therefispa'storygof &, man-who-dids not tithe as

'*”11FC,_|" MR lr Tor Sul.j iy "~"i""T \.'J
proper. Awwind whivped. away hismoloak,\which had;been

' B! s ‘f' -y - - —
L commandment . (Douteronony 2811 Y11

o

placed on the ground. Angered at the thought that some-

T, 5 r'r],‘,':u;r“q AT, ‘w,,)rtr-. b -'. J..,v; “‘L ST 41

DI ] i e N

one might have stolen it whille he was‘working over his n
i EILI"O"..:’,}I foragen et aooe pnptlad o p® i adaes e

kegs of wine he kicked vioiously at one, end 1% broke,

ot dhe Jova sre nob "}n wont, Tl 3 {3 o --F AT

‘.-\.xl; 'h.._..

spi1ling its (untithed) contents over the 5round. The
".l’_-“‘ S T vasy, God Loves the Jown mob beanang T
man's son explained to him why he had Tost his oloak and

SOCHT. v ot i aey Col bl ity gt

L} ~
NN L

that it was proper punishment for him that he should not

N

e {.] "’ 'HI _' ': "~' "71 ’-' ‘." ."-"'.-f il
get material gain from any untithed wine., When he had
TSRS R BT Vg T
separated thefremaining kegs properly, hiswcloak blew
N LR :.HL '.t,.l*:';f' ‘ ’i:.r L( h‘.,lo ‘L }TLI}T'
back to him onzanother .gust’ ofﬁwind.sgpagi, ”“su
SULLLRRE 0N e granter %
- There is atsreat burden plaoedsupon the people
,.p\i\r Py t‘h(ll-."'f" ey
who accept.upon. themselvesnthe yoke of the,Torah. That 1is,
44 'r ‘1!«.;"3 . ,1..,., I we o
once they have_pakensupona¢hemselves“the privilege of do-
Leoereat anon dhw natfora b wan hoans
ing the mitzvos, they are.expected to do them all There
ﬂ
Vo,
is a greater penalty for him who knows and does not do
\).'”'-* . RIS xf PRI e s
than one who "does not lnow them at all The Rabbis explain
cnd gt o Dpdree UL meios Ber oARd Ll L doren o aned
this in a story-
Seads L opot rorteistelooe ROREN “ Ve : Gonry

If one learns ‘the vords of the Torah

Lefng ooneend does.noty fulfill.them. his punish- . .. ..

ment 18 more severe than that of him who

“hen o CoB@8pnolb.learnt.them.at.all.. It.is.like. ..., .-

- the casé of a king who had a garden which
~es o€ leb. out.to two tenants, . one.of whom .
h planted threes and cut them down, While

et ‘,the other: nelther planted any or cut any

dovn, With whom is the king angry? ,
Surely,with.him.vho planted.and.cut., them ........
down, Likewise, whosoever learns” the ‘words

his punishment 18 more severe than that’ ,
1+ 0% him who.hag.never. learnt at.all,. How .. ;-
‘do we know this? For it is sald, "Let
ceos odnenfevorcbe shown torthe,wicked- he.hag.not .,

D oA

learnt righteousness.” (Isaiah 563 lO)
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'But if he has 1earnt andmhas not ful-

AVt Pt

e s L

'Henoe;the.foroe of, To observe,to do all
His: commandments. ~ (Deuteronomy 28:1)11

M

Fod o rons v They mitzvos are 1mportanttto the'. Jews because it

st through.them thatuthey arelpurifreda*or theinlsinssla~

_xst the Jews are: not the most faithful observors of’ the’u

mitzvos:: Insiaot;tGodalovessthexJewsmnottbecausemofsmhe
great. number: of commandments which they did, but because

they made His will their will- ag u::%;g 3;u v

“And 1t shall be. beoause you hearken
to: these ordinences- e e sHe- will: love
you.': (Deuteronomy;7:12-13), . They Holy
“ " One.Blessed-be:He said-to: Israel,s "Not
because: you are:greater: thantthe: rest
of: the:nations,: andinot:because you:are
doing: more:mitzvos than' they: *for~they
are;exalting: My name’‘more thaniyou;, as
1tids said;:'For.fromthe:risingiof. the
‘suntunto .the” going: dowthhereof v My:name
1s gredt: among:the:nations?! but"beoause
you"hnmble yourself beforeaMefdo I love o
'You.!l.s;u: daG ;ﬂu,“'ﬁ

Such:use: of a" paradox serves”not"to beoloud the 1ssue, but
rather: to bring‘out another points':that the doing of good-
deeds, 18- not“restrioted totany: one{people but:cantand:are

being:done byl other nations;roften to a greater extent

than 1s donewby the Jewish people.» It serves as a reminder

mErLL Y Ty NV 25

that one canwalways do morenof the commandments than 1is

I i b T : \ . ,f i B Ly \
I' ':.- i .,J.. IR i ‘ : '-‘.‘: L oal .K'“. -'.-':.. N

being donehat the“tims.shw Te??ﬁ ?U? Livie Ay

\,' i ﬁf L,«L e, Y o SHCN IR 1-‘ »~‘. A
To: assure .the: doing of the oommandments, rewards
vham oy aolng Dhess on v Jotron then,
are glven tohthose who doz them,uand punishments are meted
({ f:,) -"\.:-’, S o (RN H 1)) ‘ .-1, o

out for those -who neglect to: do or to those who break the

commandments.J.Onewrabbi has madeaiwiltty:'comment- ontpun-
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ﬂhy on two fablets ‘of ‘stone? ' Becdause™are Lu an
N the punishment'of -death by stoning is

SUONEL eideteiled or mogt 'Of. 1He' laws of the rouiv cue
Torah.l :

entodedng paond Aseds ., e Jaua WLILL merit. Lo Inhenld thie

God constantly reminds Israel that those who do not do

A i . . ”
L "‘E"" .-)i"'_, il A ﬁ\lqﬂu .~L,.‘:\ ‘.‘.' "'1' L...’u:av\/a’y Lc\‘ Ba Ry vl

Tra '..-.ul

mitzvos will be punished. This 1s the comment on Deuter-

sladlerly, s s Taverite son ool o Xing sets the Frvorltas

3 L el

onomy 25:17, "Remember what Amalek did unto you.“ For an

o~

SR, 80 Lo Iarael wim does the niltuvos Gocs Jod AL
Amalek of gome jsort will arlse to punish the evil -doer,

fie salvandon,

T

as this midrash points out:

~ Y N Loy T £t = F, | b
Tt L RO _"”i’afu.' EEX! " PR E BRI AR S N Bor, o

L Thie can be compared to a king who had

F g fine~yardtand isurrounded Ltibycamenin:
fence, and put inside it a vicious dog.
The king gald; "Anyoné who-comes rard i «
scales the fence will ‘be cbitten by the~
dog." 2 ’After ‘onlyca ! few days'thdcson”
of “the* king ‘eame :andJscaled ¢thesfence -
ang was,bittenﬁby the rdog? huThe“king‘?*
used ‘t6 retell the !inéident of:the sin’
of -thégon~who ‘scaled tHe fence.and He
said; "Rémember:what happéned.with the:
vicioue -dogl? 'Soi@od continuallyhseeks
tourecall“to the people the sins of.
Isracl, and thus He says_ to them, "Remember
what Amalek da1d “tor you.-15 fhis can de eo

i
i‘ N 1 '1,4‘.' i\,i‘ ;‘,..;, ST T e

vl
Concerning the_punishmente‘na question might:ariee why

N 21, 1
NETONR G R i MU Al 4L

'

t\-. ¢'"‘r ’q"
.k AL .l" ‘\...

there are sometimes eaey-punishments”for the heavy command-

| - J \
1 ~-"- EEDE AR e ey LA TN

ments, and‘ heavy~puniehments for the light“commandments.
Lalied :’,'..':'-\ RIS EE LI B Brasl o ciorgne e }": Ty
To Justify: ‘this . the'Rabbie wrote- L ”EV SaN
Luogee b fdoyour ot e g Wy Wapgd,
David Was’ afraid of the: 1ightxcommand- X
mentsubeeeuse :0f -« the}Day of: Judgment,, aly
and he-gaid, "Master®of:theiWorld,:I::
am not afraid of ‘the heavy commandmentsr’
whichiaresin»the.Torah" for they are
heavy; but what I fear are the light
commandmentsvlest Itransgresstonesof: :how
L them by dolng them or not doing them,
wsLOED beeatiseiithey-aretlight, and youchave - dolna
sald to be as careful of a 1ight pre-
‘raéptiasva heavy- precept M16:ui ot ivn, ne i)

"
T
- ‘a‘(-«

4
[ T
N

WLy What however, ‘are the rewards%for doingrgoodi:zn

deédeﬁan&Sfor-fulfillingwthe“cemmandments?maTherexare
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many opinions;of.the Rabbls on this subjeet. There is:'an
overall agreement that”God-ﬁill of a-certainty'bepayﬁonef
for doing good deeds. The Jews will merit to inherit.the
land of Isreel as a reward fgr'doing mitivos,ﬁfbrsex&mple.lT
Similarly, as a favorite son:-of a king gets the favorite

garden, so to'ISrael'whO'doeS'the mlitzvos does-God'give

His salvation.ls_

God also promises to take care of the soul of
him who keeps His Torah and does Hls commandments:

-The soul and the Torah are compared to a

‘lamp, The soul, as it is written, "The

- 8oul.of man is: the lamp of the Lord,"
(Proverbs~20327)::@nd-th951aw,,as 1t is
written, "For'the commandmentis a lamp
and the law is a 1ight69 (Proverbs 6:23)
eeee God says torman: “If you guard My .
light I will guard: your light, but if you
extingulsh My light I willl extinguish |
your light., o

Another explanation: .... Thls can be com-
pared to two men, one of whom possessed a
vine-yard in Galilee and lived in Judah,
and the other who lived in. Galillee and -
possessed a vine-yard in Judah.. Each used
to go' to the other's town to tend his ovn
vine-yard. Once they met and proposed to
one another (to tend the other's vine-
yerd). So God sald to man: "My lav is
in your hand and your soul is in My hand,
IT you take care of vhat belongs to Me I-
wlll take care of whalt belongs to you; if
you destroy, etec." Therefore, it says
ANGH e ple "If you diligently
k%sp My commandments,"19 |

There are several-gifferént.stofies‘tp show
that vhen a person puts the doing of right and the dp;ﬁg
of good deeds aboﬁe hiévown personel satisfaction, he ﬁill
be worthy of a finé'réward.“,One story tells”of_a poQ%;man

wvho sold half hls fleld in order to give something to

-t ‘\-‘-
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the vulture, a mercliful bird, will‘get pPleasure from his

T,

charlty, and found‘a_foytﬁne“buried in the remaining half
of the ground. Meanwhile great men came to visit him nd
place his ne.me_.et; the top oc.the list of contributors, -as
a reward for his giving,to cherity. Thus, the Rebbis.. .-
said,.is'the'meanrng of;the:phrese,mﬂA-maniengift,brinss
him beforegfeat.men.“‘x(Proverbs,18:16)t20 A simllar =
story descrlbes a man;Who bought an ass, but vhen he re-
turned home he found a bag of gems around 1ts neck. - He
pondered the problem of what,to do and realized that he
had bought only an ass, and not Jeuels, so he returned the
Jewels to the original ‘owner. of the ass.21 God repays
such honesty, of hearkening to commandments.k In both stor-
les each man might have temnorarily gained much.by not ful-
filling the commandments of giving a charity and of being
honest However, because they knew. what Wes right God
renayed them with a more 1astin5 benefit.b

The Rabbis felt thet even though God might repay
the doing of good deeds there was. stlll a form of revard
or punishment here'onrearth et,the\hande-of.man; the reward

of virtues; of vice, Thus, & raven, a merciless bird, will:
OB 2 ‘ £

T

return.to 1ts nest and not belleve the birds are his; but | :?.

children, for he will know that they are his own.22 The

evil bird 5ets no pleasure from his own kind because he
is so cruel; the good bird is taken care of by his owm.
S0 also men- reward the doing of good by flocking around a

piouefman to. hear worde of Torah recognizing thus that
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good deeds *follow 8t ma'n"?l g Lord Ul Gad
¢-.. v 02 -J i ..!l.t.l ) ';1‘ ( {.I\{“\{i an, -}«np‘rlw ;-
‘Buit’ the’ Rabbis also were fine osychologists, as

24

has:'been noted:fri:.They:reallzed, with-itheimkeeniinsight

into:the: wvorkings of:men'simihds,: that:people. would: porider

‘theiworth::of :doing ‘a. commandment.comparing:the: trouble of

the..deed :wlth rthe reward.toufollow, ¢ This:insight: resulted

‘inntherwrlting..ofiiseveralihomiliesvto: circumvent ianyone's

belng nmore:concerned with .the. reward.of:a, precept:more »r:

sthen' the:doing of: Fbe v - ordorniu sl Sumsn it Sa hia

- PY VI R R R

vennnnl Thiembears:out ‘What> Scrlpture:says:

Le thou should ponder (Hebrew
it ﬁ Ytefalles!)theé pathof ¢
Aife: i o (Proverbs 5:6).: L What: iBul
thewmeaning? ‘R..'Abbe. b.: Kehana." sa1d°
'The: Holy:-One: blesséd: by He, isald,:
}Do: ot spend -time, welghing up: 1the.?
precepts.iof ‘the: Tqrah;:as: Seripture
heth 1ty and: weigh edw e:mountelin::
1nﬂscales?.(Hebrew;*oa Fb'be-pelesd)-
(Isaiah 40:12)3 aid:do1 not ‘say ;' Séelng
‘that ithis oreoept 48's great-ione;: I
Wil perform 1t '‘Because its reward id

is !great’, and -seeing::that the: other i
‘precept 1s: a minor ‘one;,: Iwwlll:not
perform it.%i.What did God:do?- He:did
notwreveal! to' His: oreatures the:re=:;
‘ward :for each:separate ‘precept;, so"‘
sthat’'they may perform all: the pre-."
cepts*withoutaquestioningui 25 "oy

o H‘.- i ' '1 e oy ST it - BEN )-’ ’ QLT -
But we do find that there is 8 homily*which oontradiots
' v L B4, a0 e owe miohd hooes
this belief'wr(“ ORI R AN AN E;.E';c: L:."L.x‘.;'; i
fer . - A L. . -
l'" L; BB SRV AT VLS SCNERSATRRE L RSy

Two. commandments God: revealed the it "
revards, and these are they: the
ilightesﬂ'and ‘the' heaviest.. :The Iight=:h wiih
est, "Thou shalt let the mother go,

G;ikkumw?'TUUt"the :young cthou.meyestotake..unto, susl oa

thyself; that. 1t may be well with
- thee,: and that thou meyest’ proliong:.ad ty 7o

thy days." (Deuteronomy 22:7). And ﬁ} -
Vs Liztheheaviest: MHonor ithy father and: nosni to
thy mother, that thy days may be long
To i '-':,I‘ L)‘i 'L ‘;H 3 L nr l .27‘._. ISR _']_ n_,fj. o \'\' £ }.’:1:" , .L.'!U J'
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©upon the land.that.the Lord thy God-
giveth unto thee." (Deuteronomy
5:16).26 ... o0
However, this midraShﬂseemsto;beuinsertedconly.because

an astute person reading the Torsh, would notlice that the

revards were given explicitely immediately after:these

SRS sl A b e e

et

commendments, and.lest -anyone-would destroy the entire .
argument by-bringing up theséitwo*points,wthe'Rabbis:madé
these the exceptions. ‘Generally, howvever, the rewards are

never llsted. The Rébbis;understood humen nature in this

e T T T

o
e R T

respect vhen they wrote the following homily: -

¥y

2 o

It is as 1f a king hired laborers for
himself and brought them straight in-
to - hls garden without dlsclosing what. '
he Intended paying, them for the var-
lous kinds 'of work, lest they should
neglect the work for which the pay was
smell for work for. which the pay was
higher. In the evening he called each
one in turn and asked him, "At vhich
tree have you worked?" He replied,
"At this one." Thereon the king saild
t0 him, "This is a pepper tree and the
pey for worklng at 1t is one gold
plece." He then called another and
esked him (etc., variously answering)
"One half a gold plece for this tree"
and "Two hundred zuz for this tree.".
The laborers seld to the king, "You.
should have Informed us from the out-
set which tree had the greater pay-
attached to 1t, so that we mlght have
worked at it." Thereon the king re-
plied, "Hdad I.done this how would the
vhole of my garden have been worked?"27
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The Rébbis,listed different mitzvos;'éach with

different bleSSings, to explaln strange texts, such as

»zaen mk SEAV s <hk P "Blessed by ye
in the city, blessed be ye in the fleld." They meant to

show by this that each mitzveh had its oWn,blessing, but
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that in any case, wherever one might go, there would be
mitzvos to be do'oe-28 even while you go on & trip, there
would be oooortunities to do good. deeds as it 1s said,

"If you should chance upon a. bird's nest w29

Thue we: have seen that the Rabbis expected a -

men to do good deeds, and there were. many to do, that he

night be blessed by God and honored by men. They did not
expect men to work to do mitzvos without hint of a reward-
they understood the ueakness of man in uanting something
in return. Yet they did not condemn men for this- they
rather used this as a means of encouraging them to do all

the good deeds that they could, vherever they might find
then. B
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Doing mitzvos end oraying uere obligations upon

all Jews, according to tbe Rabbis.

get erple

[

to. pray. . Their oroblem vias to direot the

It‘ues taken for granted

.thot all men uould Dray, there seems to be no oroblem to

people to oray at oertain times and in certain netterns,

and to assure them that the*r orayer was as efiective under

those conditions as uhen they uere praying in their House

of Prayer. *‘i':,““

UYL e b

,ToeaRabbisfﬁeﬁeQintereeﬁedfiﬁ_yeepingetheir con-

gregationS’preYiﬁé1in“the'sjﬁagoguest"this‘was their first

objective.

Thus they emphasized first of all the excel-

lence of organized uorshin° o

What 1s the meening of "Waiting at the C e
‘mezuzos of my. doors"? (Proverbs 8:34).

R. Judah said: "Is then a mézuzah re-

. gulred for a synagogue? What it means
"1s this: Just as the mezuzah 1is never

removed .from the door, so do you.never

be far’ away from synagogues and houses

‘of study. God saild:  "If you do so,. f‘

_know that’ you will receive the, Divine.
Presence.". .... R. Afbu said:’  "And'vhat
is.more, vhen you stand in’ the synagogue
‘God starnds by your; side..‘How do we: knovw
this? For it is said, "God ‘standeth in

.the congregation of God." {Psaluns 82: 1), %

As one mu3u always oray in the synagogue, so must one

at the set times during the day-'”

" You might pertiaps think that s men may

. .reclte the three services of the day all
- at once. The rule on thls polnt has al-

oray

S e :
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ready-been clearly shown in Daniel -
where it is written, "And he kneeled
upon-his knees. three times a day, and
gave thanks before hils God." (Daniel
6:2). You might perhaps think that a
man.may reclte them at any time he de-
sires; David hes already long ago
clearly stated, "Evening, and morning,
end at.noonday, will I complain and
moan; and He hath heard my volce."
(Psalm 55:18).2 S

We have a lovely story to prove vwhy vrayer is ineffective

once the set time for wbrshib has passed:

This can be compared to a king who had
e favorite who had. the vower to appoint
generals, governors, and commanders-in-
chlef. Later the people saw him en-
treatlng the gate-keeper to let him en-
ter the palace, and he would not vermit
him. Everyone was amazed at thls and
sald, "Yesterday he was appolnting ...
end now he begs in valn the ﬁate-keeper
to let him enter the palace, The an-

sver given to them was: "His hour is
past, "D .

The Rebbis must have had some difficulty in £ill-

ing thelr own synagogues at times of worship. For occa-

slonally we do see evidence of their attempts to urge men

to worship:

If fate befell Moses the righteous, how
- much more so wlll thils be the case with
other belng who are glven over to vanity
and are predestined for the Day of Judge-
ment. R. Aha sald: "He vwho was once
: made a god, as it is sald, 'See, I have
set thee in God's stead to Pharoad'®
. (Exodus T¢l),,now supplicates and prosgrates
himself, "And I besgught the Lord,"
- (Deuteronomy 3:23), | -

Thus, using Moses as the example of the perfect man, the

Rabbls are suggesting tﬁat‘the comman man too has much use

for prayer,
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How should a men pray? We see that one should

always pray with Kavanneh, Intention, Devotion. - Hannsh

ST WAL et = -

prayed in her heart, and her. prayer. was answered;5 Accord-
ing to the Rabbls praying in one's heart is'the way to
worship.6 Similarly, they say that when_you‘pray'thuely,
you should pray "with all your heart" (Deuteronomy- 6:5),
that is, not with "two hearts," one ﬁhinking of God and
the other thinking of business matters, but 1t should be
with one united heart.7_ So also they quote the Shema to
show that "with all thy heart and soul" means even when
they take your soul. They recount the'well-known story of
R. Akiba and R. Pappes, who were both thrown into prison,
and how R, Aklba, when being martyred for the sake of
Torah, announced that at last he understood the meaning of
the phrase, "with all thy soul."® All these homilies sug-
gest thus that the whole attention of the worshippers must
be glven over to prayer vnenever he 1s praying and under
wvhatever circumstances, even under death,
T

But though some Rabbls preached strongly for in-
dlvidual prayers, there were those who advocated that com-
munal prayer was much mbre desirable. Thus we read,

"But as for me, let me pray," (Psalm

69:14). David, because he prayed as

an individual, sald, "In an acceptable

time" but the, prayer of a community

never remains unanswered. This is the

forece of the expression, "As the Lord

our @God is whenever we call upon

‘Him," (Deuteronomy 4:7).9

The Rabbis are ever eassuring people that God

hears prayer, and is nigh to them who pray. For even

L
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not onlv do something to redress his wrongs but ne must

also pray, a8 it is the usy to be purified.

2 b |ﬂ,1qa-::::!_.._gw"ug..‘]!ﬂi_ai, I R H \ IM \ |m‘|\ T H Ni' _i . :..,. e

though God is not here, -he hears, unlike the i1dols made
by men, that are -hepe. but donot hear.lo 'fn a midrash
based on peculiar texts from the Hagiographa God is showm
as answering prayers after forty days,.or after thirty,
twelve, one, or even: before ar orayer had been uttered 11
It was importsnt thst worshippers_not,expeot immediate
answers to their petitlons; they were, however, to.have
confidence that thelr petlilons would be answered. 7

Of vhat value 1s prayer to the individual? Once
agaln we see that the Rabbls realized that the people
needed to be motlvated by goals and rewards, and so. they
proceeded to explaln the good to come from praying.. They
explained thet you will, become. God-like with God's good, -
attributes 1f you pray,{a good psychologlcal phenomen:,;.

" If one. worships idols he, beoomes like .. . ...

unto them, as-it is sald, "They that

make them shall be like unto them" .. .

(Psalm 115:8). Should then not one

-+ vho, worships God all the more.become -
like unto HAm?12

Also, a man who ssjs "Amen,“ that is, uho orsys, in'tnis’

WW*'

uorld, uill be sble to say it in the world to come'13

2thus; the rewsrd of Drayer is life everlastins. And Af

one wants to be purified of sins in this world he must

-
-\,.—‘ i [P T
TRh et Ty

¢ In this situstion, i. e., purifying yourself of
sins, the homily above equates the two thingsluheress the

Midrashist shous us that orayer 1s more important than the
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doing of good deeds'ff”},=nfidirquep;3u Tf.rﬁf:
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@od saw that in.the.future-the Mikdash
would 'be;'destroyed,iand::so he.ordained N
forIsrael that they .should :pray:three %
times :each, vday;.-for: prayer 1ls:more be- b
loved: before\the Holy .One:Blessed:be He
than. a thousand .good :deeds; for-as soon )
as -1t twas ;decreed . that Moses :could:not
enter ;the ;land,he: began to pray.:.And
1mmed1ate1m -God ,sa1d, ..*Enough; do not
1ncrease your .words, :but .go.un: to ‘Mt. i
Pisgah, (a.nd see the 1a.nd) 15 b

The 1dea that man 1s able to nray no metter
where he :finds himself 1s proven by the:liberal ‘use of quo-
tatlons -from the.Torah, . Thus, the quotation used concern-
1ng the dolng:of deed, 920> '\J\'L fm’b ' m’}{’rb S ?nﬁ ]

éi y ‘1s.also used .concerning prayer-to show “that .one &
can opray no matter where-one finds himself. ..That. is, re-: :
translating;théwHebrew;quotation, the Rabbis f£ind.lt .means
“Say;'Boruchyattoh'$inq¢he-city;-Bayf'Borqhwéttoh‘cinqthEH"

£1e1d;91§1;81m11ari93 the;verse:used~5ften'a3ra.prayer;w=»

om\@?rf.q;\\_\c-f:-rm}s --./Tkﬁrﬂ\; aple TP "Blessed were |
ye in .your coming; may :ye also be blessed in your. going"h- i
is used "to meang“Blessed-were.ye.1n_your»goingntoztheiHbuSQ
- ofmStudyforLthequuseﬂqffﬂéeting, ete."7  Thus, every:
] quotation can'be' shown to referatO“speéifICleacesﬁfor
prayer.. Voo Lot Lo ol ler

i . The Rabbis -also. found need to explain certain: - W
practices in the synagogue.” The question was: railsed; "Why
~ does one Bé.y | f 'po{-g'ux'i;:';gN URIEPD PL ..T'\"
- silently?". They -answer: 1t  in a: homily,.using ‘a simile to

e ——

prove :thelr.positions i-. 77 oo ctomos niomooenlenne o

~ .i-vThe.Rabbis.say: "When Moses: ascended:to vt
heaven he heard the ministering angels
saying to God, 'Blessed be the name of
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cooste e Hiscglordlous kingdom for ever and
ever,' Moses brought this dowm to
earth, - And why do not Israel make:
thls declaration publicly aloud?
“R¢vAssi: replied, - 'This can be com-
pared to a man vho stole Jewelry
- from' the:royal palace which he gave
to his wife, telling her not to wear
- ui toothese. in publie, but only in the
house.' But on the Day of Atonement.
wu Lt 'when: Isreel 1s as pure as- the min-
istering aggels they do recite it
. ~publicly."lo- - : -

By -homilles such asfthese we today are able to know some- -

thing of the practices: of former:days.

o+ - .Although prayer was consldered one of the most

important methods of reaching God, it was not as sure a

-

means as reventence, Israel 1s told never to be afraid to

appear before God to make repentence, for as a father never

rejects a son who apvears before him, so does God conslder
Israed as His son,td Israel 1s also told that vhlle some-
times God may or may not listen to prayer, He always is
near vhen Israel 1s doing repentence, as 1t is sald, "Let

the evil man forsake his way ... and return unto the Lord

and He will pardonkhim;"eo

Here we see one of the great reforms of the
Rabbis, They knew that critics of religion rise up when
a vorshipper sins and returns to hils pew. They therefore
advocated that no amount of prayer would help absolve a
sinner, In such cases they preached that God was not near
to prayer. God would always be near, they sald, when re-
pentence was flrst made. The importance of reventence and

the elevation of prayer over sacrifice were two great
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stands made by the Rabbls,

We heve seen.therefore, that the Rabbls belleved
that one must pray with Kavannah wherever one prayed, and
every opportunity-was'glven for‘praYér to be said. They
taught that it 1s best to pray with a congregation, but
that 1t vas better to pray slone then not at ‘all. Prayer
would be answered, for God waé'near'to'thélﬁorShipper}
Prayer did something to the individual; 1t made him ‘eager
to be like God in all His goodness, Repentence, followed

by prayer, would atone for ging, they felt,

T g e
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Chapter 6

 LAW AND LEADERSHIP

A well-ordered community, with fair Judges and
strong honest leaders was a goal that the Rabbis preached
.about. During the years these homlllies were being written
and spoken, ths Jevs 1ived'1n autonomous communities
throughout the world, or 1n semi-self—governing‘sections
of the community. The Rabbis sought ﬁs ensﬁre-the practice
of right judgments under able men.. We see that the Raebbls
taught that God was concerned with the activities of men,
and played an important role in their lives in relation
to the rightness or wrongness that leaders showed their
people. | | |

Justice 1s consldered one of the plllars of the
world, and so man 1s to assist God in the right-runningk I

of His unlverse:

Do not make mock of justice, for it is

one of the three feet of the world. .

Why? .For the sages have taught: On

three things the world rests, on justice, ..
on truth, and on peace. (Avos 1:18), T
Know then full well that if you wrest
judgment, you shake the world, for it

1s one of 1its plllars, The;Rabbis says .
Great 1ls the power of Justice, for 1t

1s one of the feet of the Throne of .
@lory. .Where 1s this found? For it is
sald, "Righteousness and justice.are

the foundatlon of Thy throne- mercy and
truth go before Thee" (Psalm 89: 15¥

God sald: "Since the.punishment foi
Judgment 1ls so severe, take heed.

When the judses do accordling to their‘stationl.thep God

assists in alding men, too:

- L i,
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© '+ At «the time when:judges«doright with’® rnv o
menklnd ... when justlce flourilshes on
. earth, the Holy!One:Blessed berHérdoesw - 0]
rightously with mankind, and dellvers

.~ them 'from: opoEession ieerdnd .good .comes . il
| to the world

RN PN
[ 1.

God demands righteousness and justice not only
o L S S T NS OIS RONWREIF s N VUL 05 R it P

from the officials anpointed for these tasks, but from

everyone-

.
P
LY s} . [

Tvo uhings are in His hand namely, the
Soul and Justice. The" Soul a8 ttilses o
written, 'In whose hand ils the goul of

every living veing" (Job 12; 10), and oo o e
Justice, as it 1is written, "And My hand
take hold on judgment." God said:. "The
Soul and Justlce are in My power; do you

resnet ustice, and I will guard your
souls. > : | RN

N PR Y

[~
1 1_:_: _f’

For in this homily God - soeaks not to Moses ‘or to the judges

of the oommunit;, but to every man. of Israel. Every man

“‘l‘\

should do Justlce. wherever he can, and his soul wlll be

saved by God in return. B ‘.

God takes part in everquatter of law, the Rabbils
felt. No Judge should sit alone begins an’ halakhic dis-

+

course for: God alone can sit and make Judgments.4 There-
fore each Judge should consider hlS case realizing that

God is, if it were possible sitting beside him sealing

ul'! “"T“.-

eaoh verdict with His seal of Truth.,r" i B ﬁ?

_l

Pt

The importance OL Justice ritually is shown by )
e M
the viewuoints expressed ooncerning the relationship between

ot

sacrifioesgand_Justice, As lons as the Temple ‘stood, the
sacrifices held'good ‘With the destruotion of the Temple,
however, Justice came into its own to replace them, Thus,

all the sacredness concerning the sacrifices nmust be trans-
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50, |

ferred to Justice. Similarly, sacrifices worked for sins

-y ey

committed unwittingl&,.butljusticéisdédncérﬁed with all

sins. Alsoyasacrifides aré~good_bnly71h thié.wdrld and

here on earth, bﬁt-Juééice 1s made in heaven and the world
to come as we11.5f So one should be as scrupulous concern~
ing justice as the priests were about'thé,é&érificial
cult, for Justiceis'ndw more important than sécrifices.

What are the requirements the Rabbls consldered

necessary 1in order to be a judge? R. Bereklah sald in the

name of R. Hanina: ';j- T | . |

Judges must possess seven qualitiles f
and of these. three are: . they must be
wise men, and understanding, and full ' X
of knowledge, And the other four are %
as enumerated elsewhere in Torah: | ﬁ
"Moreover thou shalt provide out of E
a1l the people able men, such as fear i
God, men- of - truth, hating unjust | {

¢

gain," (Exodus 18:21).  And why are
not all stated together? To tell us |
that if men possessing all the seven ' ”
qualities are not avallable then those E
possessing four are selected; and 1f '
such are not avallable, then those 5
possessing three are selected; and if - ;
even these are not avallable then | [

t

those with one gquallty are selected,
for so it is written: "A woman 8f valor,
who can find" (Proverbs 31:10).°

:
. . . . ' |
Another midrash states, that a judge must be strong to en- %

force the law and clearly above susplclon. A story explains 4

LT
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what the author mgant to say:

There 1s & story of R. Hanina ben.
Elazar, who nad a tree planted 1n his
fleld, vwhose.branches hung over into
the field adjoining his. Once a man
came.to.him for legal declslon and
sald, "The tree belonging to such and
such a men 1is hanging over into my
field." He sald to him, "Come back on

.

T 1P

hgeires

e



A

51,

the morrow and I will decide the case."
The man,replied, "All the cases which
come before you are decided immediate-

. 1y, but my case you are pushing away'"
What did R. Hanina do? Hé limmediately
‘sent- workers.to cut down the tree which

. planted in his own field was ‘hanging
into the next field. The next day that man

- came before ‘him for.the decision. He
said, "It is necessary that the woner of
the tree must cut it down." The~mmmt -
sald, "Oho!  And what about that tree
in your garden that hangs over into
someone else's field?" He saild, "Go out
and see, and. Just as you see what I have
done, do yourself to your own." Immedi-
ately the man went and did S0. . And that
1s vhy 1t 1s written, "There should not

‘be any disqualifying matter to a judge
or an officer.

Just as a judge shouldibe without disqﬁalifying marks, SO
should the offlcer appolinted télcarry out the punishment.8

Above all ~Judges are warned not to be regspect-
fulful of anyone in high office, or with wealth, but to
remember_that all men are equal under the law. . They point
out the consequenceé of makling an.exception to the law out
of respect to'authority by telling the story of Shimon ben
Shetach and the céurt that respected the king unduly, and
were all killed.9 Many other homllies repeat thls common
but lmportant thought.. Equallty under the'law was simllar-
lyldemanded for rich éﬁd poor alike:lo

If two men eppear before a judge for ~

Judgment, one rich and another poor,

the judge should say to the rich man,

"Either dress in the same manner as

he 1is dressedi or clothe him as you
are clothed. "

If there is any respecting of faces, then a mistrial can

be claimed.12
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The leaders of the community have a great re-
sponslbllity to the peopiéflﬁagrk When the leaders are
without blemlsh, and do what 1s proper, then the people

TEN T T S RSt

\_ e

vwho follow them” do 1ikewise. When the 1eaders become

T l l

perverted from the' right “Yhen the peOple follow them LY.

that 'W‘ﬂich"is v%rons.”‘ Wher the hebd of 'a’ anake wants’to

thelr reéponsibility)*ﬁhéﬁ‘the'Wisé*mén‘aré Fowid 115ten-
ing to counsel of ‘the ‘youngsters. When the tall Beeks to

be the head then ‘the 1eaders are guilty and +trouble”

14 - e m N vwd o ss G et e

ensues, ' - T v -

U “people follew Strong 'leaders|: they désire to be
led' by luminaries ‘who can show the way. A story concern-
ing Moses points out this aspect of human nature. The *
story’ deals with & blind man who dropped a few smdll colns,
Knowing that no one would help him'find these, he dropped
iﬁqérgblancéin:6f3iafgé:dénBﬁinétidn;ﬁénd"ﬁanyoéééi§£ed*;'
him in picking up the total grsﬁpfoflébiﬁéfls*"Thiéﬁﬁaiﬁfs
out the place of’ leadership in community' 1ife,

't b uphug, the Rabbis advised the people, their
Judges and their leaders-to do Justice for all men, that
their communitles might be free’of trouble.: Each man was

£6°do Justice for God desires Justice.
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MISCELLANEOUS QOMMENTS BY THE RABBIB ‘
Scattered throushout the three books of homileti-

cal midrashim‘on Deuteronomy are thoughts of the Rabbis

-.-l,...ﬁ

that while- of denth worthy of a chapter apout_eaoh are

not found in sufficient quantity for such a part in this
examination,. Theee thoughte are however, 1mportant to
note-ﬂVTbex,axlwarejaphorigas,,wprdg to the wise, or sug-
géstiqnszgnrﬁqﬁnﬁqmlive.a epqd.life-1bMQstJ9fnthese“thoushts
are comnletely apolicable to our, ovm day, for the Rabbis

.....

knew the mind of man.

ceyw How ia one to 11ve? The familiar homily of R.
Simlai is found ouoted heres, onekis‘& ie‘searoh“the o
,Jqun (ifrlh,hthe 613 commandments,,for th9r?%??H99y9f.“nga
living, it is found in the one sentence from Habakkuk 2 4
oanh e JIN‘CQ T«—zj. "The righteous man 1ives by
his faith.“}, More detalled rules for living are, BL8O .
suggested, o o . ,;:;Aﬁ h:@ﬁﬂL?, I
s .Beinot haughty, say the Rabbis- listen to thz“
wordslof advice espeoially hearken tolthf‘?orah for P
God said to:Israe;{ Bl A0, Loarmo. L wew ot L weiid s
‘if'vou uiid do. what 1; written in this book ;“
' “you ‘will’be seved  from''this ‘siord ¢ and’ if- e

. Bot, you will be slain by it. e

we are admpnished‘to be underetanding and ong-

b lon

suffering. There is x: heautdful homily depicting such

;!"A 2,

virtues:

s

o o
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Coned sondiking rtook’ e wife for himself ... and
adorned her at hls owvn expense and
dbrought her into: his'house.>=Seeing
heri:behaving:familiarly with'onevof .his
‘servants: he: beceme. angry: with: her. and s
‘sent’ ‘her ‘aviay.: ’Herugroomsmanfcame to
‘the: king ;and~said:sto him;, "Sire,; doyou
motknéw::from where you took herg? Weas
she not brought up among slaves? Since
:she’was broughti up among ‘slaves),’ :ghe.ils Aabile
familiar with them!" .... Similarly did
~“Mosges: speak:itoGod.;after itheGolden. = ":.
_Calf incident: "Did you not lmow what
"T"they were before. You - brought them ‘out tu: oF
of phe Land of Egypt? And God answer- ‘
v 'edl, "Dolyoulthen not_went Me torbe re- - P huvoi:
uconciled with t.hem?'3

-Y-L.-r

. ~
RS j‘_‘_‘!j‘-'w.u

pSo ve_are to 1nfer that every man too is to_be understand-

fing of those around him. But when we do become angry, gs

‘men are wont to become, we are told not to be hasty 1n |

M ( LLRDTA T Ll J.. ¥

N N
' \ u'.

our'ﬁctions. Moses was angry at the sight of the Golden

ool e

Calf, and broke the Tabletq of Stone, God had to tell

J.w.;‘ ol . SRR
him, when hia anger had diminished to hew'gppther llke

the first. God’had selfgcqgtrol He did not destroy Moses

Y

.....

. - -‘.J K

or Israel- for their weaknesses.4 So too are we to learn

-

gelf-control s+~ Areiominiiin B scnyoawar Doon s daeden)”

P

* +"We ‘should also ‘be bble ‘to decept criticism'when

‘we' have done ‘Bomething ‘wrong, ‘'The people ‘accepted the re-
‘bukes of Moses ‘41’ s11lénce 2 *THey ‘realized that ‘they were
‘open for rebulfes;  but: they did not asdeept’ thé: chidings of
Balaam, ‘théir - enemy.-' THey did, however; accept the rebukes

‘of ‘& friend;iMOBGS;ﬁ“LThué}'Wéwafébghownﬁthat.ﬁh§¢fbﬁhkeé,

Of ‘a'"friend ave to be Heeded, ' - LToui nn e Pewk

e

‘ By“comparing the - actions ‘of ‘a ‘horse ‘to-thdt of
-8 'lapge man,” the Rabbis ‘teXl: us more about the way & man

. . ‘ P .
£, YOTU A (PN T B R TRV L, S
W Cwon ALRNES P A D A S A P

AR A .
e . 3
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should .conduct himselfs. ~ Rabiin.  Fosoe s a0 o wna Shrce

P O o

-:Be.inot-as a "horsecwhich -has no -intel«=: . al
ligence. There are six things that are
~onen galdvof rar horses :clt .eats‘much but does
little, it loves lewdness, loves war,

is:haughty, reje?tsxsleep +se :Bemot
as :the horse_... .

o ‘-’;-{

A good life is difficult to attain the Rabbls

admit. But they point out, anythiné worthwhile is. 1Is

e r

it not, difficult to "establish Jerusalem as the top of

the mountain?" (Isaiah 44 1) And Yow should 8 righteous'

..... LI §

man be? He should be one uho says little but does much.

This thought 'is a common “one in Midrashie literature.'w
Here we see an example of doing much after saying little,
using God as & prototyne of Righteousness-

The Holy One Blessed.be He promised
~ it ~-Abraham - thet ‘He ;would dellver hls .

descendants with a word of two 1et-

oot bers, |30 046 When, however, He came. . ..: . ..
to redeeém them, He redeemed by means :
...0f seventy~two letters, @8 :there-are -. ... &, ..

that number of letters in the verse,
. Deuteronomy 4:34,9

Weuare_admoniahedgtoistayaawaysﬁrom~siaada£.%9;-

for not only does it destray, the.one who: is slandered,::
but..also him.who tells. 1t and him .who listens to it.lig;q
Similarly,. one who speaks.slander will in turn.be.slan- ..

dered-12

end as polson. 8preads through .the.-1imbs .of a. men,
so*willaslander spoken in Syrle affect those living in
Rome.13 As -a punishment..for: ereating slander, -the Serpent
suffpred the: penalties of haying his: tongue; and.his feet
severed by God, that he-could no -longer speak slander, or
car.ry_-.»i.t-irthroqshoutu_-the.~:1ar,1.d.:?‘iw.-._;r¢ moarlne e e

Peace, the pursult of peace, and the love of it,

NP L SAPSIST .y TR

T T AT ALY PSRN
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ere strongly urged by the Rabbls. .Peace 1s one of the three
pillars‘of_the.world,ls God Himself 1s pictured as mek-
ing peace and belng concerned with it:
...God .gave 1t to Zion, as 1it. 13 sald,
"pray for the peace of Zion,
(Psalm 122:6). .
God placed 1t in Heaven, as it is

gsald: He maketh eage in His high
.. places," (Job 25: 2?

@God thinks . that Peace ls so valuable, that when Moses makes
peace with Sihon, disobeylng God's command to destroy him,

He 18 not angered with Moses.17

All the patriarchs are
seen making peace with thelr enemles and wlth the peoples
around them ln the interest of peace.18

A great love for the land of Isreel permeates

the entire Midrashlc lliterature. The sentlment expressed
in Psalm 137:5, "If I should forget thee, O Jerusalem,
let my right hand lose its cumning" 1s carried throughout
the homillies,

Israel 1s consldered the goal or the reward for

19

good actions., To show that God's word is carried out,

numerous verses are quoted proving that whatever God sald
He would do before the Exodus was actually carried out in
Israe1.20 Jerusalem was held up as the future capital of
the world.2

In a similar veln are the comments of the World
to Come, and on the Messiah.22 He who does meritorious
deeds in thls world merits good in the world to come, He

who promotes Justlce and good deeds contributes to the

T s T T e
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coming of the Messiesh, Such comments are numerous in the
Midrash and the Tanhuma,‘biit‘tHere is little detalled dls-
cussion of elther of the phases of the Days to Come. They
are merely the goal or the‘reward'forithe’righteous, For
example, theworld to.come:.ls mentloned briefly.when: com-
menting why a-man.should.not:commit suicide;.for ifi.a.man
kllls himself, -his:soul dies,.thereby keeping.the soul.from

2
11fe everlastins;in:thewworldvtoccome-aé.?weauﬁak
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o Sve e THE(STYLEOF: THE :MIDRASHIM:ys e’

The-Rabbis ‘had ifuch "t6 say ‘o important-subs
jeéts: " God; ‘Torah, Moses "mitzvos, vprayer; ‘ete, - Bécauss
they wrote on peértirent-subjects “their homiliés have bes
¢ome imporatnt “to stidents and lovers“of Judaism." Be- -
cause these homilies were written with charm and “insight,

they have become beloved by those who read the literature

AVeg-m o eni PP L KN o e e et
of Judaism Moces oron b ubog s ke ey
. - . B . N . .7
B " I o LUy I R s Eroe AR S S T (o

Two outstanding features of the homilies on the

book of Deuteronomy‘are the clever stories used to 1llus-

3

trate the points of view of the Rabbis and the relevant

'\

gimiles used to exolain difficult situations. Throughout

......

;; e ‘ j i ___\:" B . )
a8 illustrations. 'They arejexamplestof'the.nimble,minds

~and faclle’ psns of the great men who are the authors of

the various volumes of midrsshim.

Codyy 7y e T I L S T TP ot s
There are ’othéer'stylisms vhich make up the man-"-

ner*in hich “the "homilies ate wiitten: The bun 18 one.

For ‘example, the haggadlst’ qiotes the Verse T-,T e

: ‘i’f\@?f: "MW he met ‘thee by’the ws.y, “(-néﬁteraﬁamy;
8)-afid makes a Hun ‘on the Word ‘ ‘rq N Mpeet®
thée" 'to"read 4 EHLQ“J"califthee}' end continues his ‘dis-

coursé ‘as ‘Lf ‘the verse weré "eall thee.“l Sl Gl

. P
RN

word, 1s to separate the word into syllables or into two

i Klgimalar trASK, Used to explalh’s aifficurt

fl

il
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lcnowni-.\'{pfas. Such use was made of the word f‘\gN\f
"Amalek," ‘in.the. same.verse quoted:above.: ;Here the:word
isptakenstoameang oy ﬁﬁagfi;;{a;lickingypeopleigs;ierm of
'scprn'fpr3ths;psppleiwh0ylickei:thegblpod,othsnsel;ggsgs
o e oorPlaying, with ithe letters: of @ word, counting
them.up to form, a:total: number, and.the: various.other;man-
Aipulations: of-letters;.of. the alphabet: was: another method
of-bringing. forth the-meaning of a;text. :Buch a method
-is,called*gematria. The Rabbls employed this method fre-
quently: oo Lo Datoda monhl Uiod omo wnnl iy

recan o0 pihen Moses.ceme:.to.bless.the :people ' ..
he blessed only a little; when he came
o ey 10 000 curseshe.cursed. muchy: - weee Ry Shmuel: g
sald that whoever counts the curses and
.‘the:blesgings will.find that: the:curses.
outnumber the blessings, but such a one
~.h wo8hould note: that: the blessgings: are: in
every letter of the alphabet (implying
oo copds that e longoas: language 1s:used, every.. o
letter will be a blessing). How 1§ “
. this?.i For therblessings- open (be in) with
an Alenh . \oYh "J\f‘\h?
. "If . you.do my statutes close: with &
Tof, p (the word ra*v? blessings,
ERRLERNE Lp*'ending ‘with the last. letter of- the SEEECTERN
alphabet) Thgrefore blessings run
»from "A to-Z

AU
[

'Similénly3 the juse of a number 1n the text quoted
giveSnrise;tofcomparing\thst;nnnbbr;with other places.vwhere
1t i1s- found.used.:: For: example,’ the -two tablets .of: stone
must,;sai& the- Rabbls, be -of.significance, else. vhy: would
they be. on’ two.tablets?: Oouldn't God:write, them. on.one
;justyas-well?;yThenefore,rcondlude the Rabbis, the two
tablets refer to things.that:exist.side.by:slde.such: as :

bride;.and: groom, or heaven:and: earth, -or.anything that ‘come

T R
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tcuaniThere 1s:even one; exemple, of::this. technique. - ... -
: vhere each letter of a:word-comes.to.prove 'a polnte.: ;. .,
Thus,. God: puts. hls; seal.on.every: declsion made by & judge-.
on the; earth.. What; 18 his: 8eal? It.is .. /AN, Truth.:

And how-.do we:know thlse?..Because.(God.ls, the first, the. .

last,: and everything,in_betweeny;andﬁtheqlettergjofg;hjik

N are, '1n fact, the first, middle .and.last, letters .of. the

_ alphabet !5 _ o .

; ~.. .ont . Whenever-<the, Rabbls..could :find one word in a. .. .

~ verse:.of ‘Blble. that was.ldentlcal.with. a. word 1n. .the. text

%i underudiﬁéussion,thqjused the similarlty to prove a polnt,
This, of course, ls:one of the .chlief methods:.of getting .

; beneath -the.simple and:obvlous meaning of :the.text,. . .Not .

- only:wonds:-but whole phrases and ldeas,glve rise :to long

- listsuof,similar;ﬁyeg:-nFor_examplea_thejword¢¢4qupfkﬂ

:i 1s found in the sectlon dealing with the giving ‘of the .

= Toreh to.Moses, .The-.very :same,word is, found-when Moses
gave :the Tonah to- Israel.sp RS ST P e
.+ The phrase . Atsm gvva, "in t.hat time,t“ 1s .
followed by a -long  list of. times'7 and a stating -of -the
—j phrase - "iniquity-of his fathers" (Psalm.109:14) calls to: ..
j—j the -mind - of the :author of -that homily ‘:ma-nyn-inS.’t}ﬁ-IlQeS of
= the 1dea of Biblical fathers who had done iniquitously,

_i and had their -8ins. remembered-Qr':cna~--::.: ERTCSN RSN R

&na .One of -the important. stenping-stones .the Rabbis
:ﬁ employed to;begln:a-drashah.was the use.of duplicitiesin
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the, text, either of the-.same word.or.of- two,words similaer
An meanlng. . For example, concerning the repetition of the
word QEQ*QQWQ , meaning "circumcision," the Rabbis say
in explanation that clrcumcision 1s performed by two oper-

etions, cutting and uncovering.9 Concerning the use of

two words similar 1n meanlng, the Rabbls say that because
it says ﬂj&cg; \ﬁNS; , "to observe to do," (Deu-
teronomy 28:1), this implies that one must know what
mitzvos to do, and must fulflll them as well, for the pun-
ishméhf is more severe for one wvho kn&ﬁs the law and does

not do it than for one who does not know and thus does

10
not do.

Strange texts make 1t simple for the Rabbls to
create a midrash. Thus, when 1t says of Moses "before his
death" (Deuteronomy 33:1), could one possibly think that
1t would happen after his death? ﬁhat the Rabbls meant

was that it was sald before the Angel of Death.11

Sim)l-
larly, why does Moses call upon Heaven and Earth at the
mention of the fact that he is to die? Upon thils strange
phrase in the text the Rabbls say thaﬂ it was just so
that Heaven and Earth could be witnesses to his death,
and that he mlight lle in peace knowing that there would be
someone who would lkmow that hls people were obliged to
obey the Tora.h.12

These are among the commonest ways the Rabbils

use and manlipulate a text to permit them to create a

mldrash, They are admirable examples of the great abili-
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tles of the Rabbie to arrive at the spirit of the nessage

of the Torah,
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The exnlanation of the Code uaed‘in the Footnotea 1n the
succeading ‘vages 18:as follows:

"R" pefers to references in the Midrash Rabbah.
"B" refers to references in the Buber edition of the Tanhuwma.
"N" refers to references in the Tanhuma Hanidphos.

Each Parasha i1s glven by name. (Devorlm, Voeschanan, eto.).

The numbers listed refer to Parasha and Paragraph,
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FOOTNOTES TO INTRODUCTION

S, Horovitz, "Midraah,"' The Jéwieh;Endiclogedia;
viin,ses, i !

J. Theodor, "Debarim Rabbah," The Jewish Ehcxclo edia,
1Iv, 488

J. Theodor, "Midrash Hagaddah" The Jewlish Encyclopedis,
VIII, 560

Israel Bettan, Studies in Jewish Pregching, (Cincinnati
1939),° p. 1L

J. Theodor, "Debarim Rabbah, " 'p,cit 488,
J. Theodor, "Midrash Hagaddah " op, cit., D. 560
S, Horovitz, op, cit,, p. 550,
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FUOTNOTES TO gl .........

3 Ld

“Rabhak, V, (Deuteronomy), Voeschanan,

2122,

(Hereafter, all references to Midrash Rabbal will
be'designated by the letter "R" followed by the
Parasha name (Devorim

paragraph ‘Aumber )

oLyt
Ibid., 2187

Ibid

.....

S

Ib

0 0
©r Sl

Voeschanan, etc,)
{d.

will refer only to R and Parasha.)
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‘ %anhnma ed7 .S, Buber, V, (Deuteronomy), Nitzovim, 8:1.
Hereafter: all- referencee to the Buber edition of the
- will be designated by the
letter "B" followed by the Parasha name and the
paragraph number,) (Ibid., refers.to B and Parasha only.)

Tanhuma Hanidphos, Stettin, 1864, V, (Deuteronomy),
Nitzovim, 8:1, (Hereafter all references to this edition

of the aaahumg will be deslgnated by the
letter "N followed by the Parasha name and the paragraph

number,) (Ibld. refers to N and Parasha only.)

5. B.,, Tetze, 6:7T.
N., Tetze, 6:8,

. R., Devorim, 1:19,

6

7. Ibid., 1:6.

8. Ibid., 1l:12,

9. R., Voeschanan, 2:19, The meaning is apparently that
God clalmed that the chastisement was less than the sins
of Israel. The separation of the Citlies of Refuge then
is an instance of His mercy, since "Lord" usually means
"Merciful Deity" and "God" usually means "Just Deity."
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10, B., Devorim, 1l:2,

N., Devorim, 1:l,
11. R., Voeschanan, 2:21.
12, Ibid., 2:19,
13, Ibid., 2:21.
14, N., Shofetim, 5:15.
15. R., Voeschanan, 2:6,
16. Ibid., 2:9.
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FOOTNOTES TO CHAPTER 1, contd.

Ibid., 2:9.
Ibid,

N,, Haazinu, 10:8,

R., Voéachanan, 2:10,

Jacobkiﬁn Habib, ed., Ayn Yaakov, daf 27.

B., Nitzovim, 8:8,
N., Nitzovim, 8:3,
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20,
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FOOTNOTES TO GHAPTER 2
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Deut 29 9 (J P S )
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B:; féio. 733,
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N., Reeh, 4
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«y Reeh, 4:3,

H = .ztn =

Ibid., 4:12.
., Reeh, 4:2,
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., 1bid,., 4:12,
Ibid., 4:8,

Tetze, 6:3,

Haazinu, 10:1,

Nitzovim, 8:6,

Habrocho, 1l:4,
Habrocho, 11:5,

Voeschanan, 2:18,
Voeschanan, (Additional Paragraphs), 2:3.
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Hagzinu, 10:2,
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N., Haazinu, 10:3,
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R,, Tavo, T7:3.
N., Haazlnu, 10:3.
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R., Tavo 7 3
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found in N,, Tavo,
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Voeschanan, 2:5,
Voeschanan, 2:4.

Habrocho, 1l:4,
Vayslech, 9:4,
Habrocho, 11l:3,
Vayelech, 9:4,

Devorim, (Additional Paragraphs), l:4,

Habrocho, 1ll:3 ff,
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