
I 

INSTRUCTIONS FROM AUTHOR TO LIBRARY FOR THESES AND PRIZE ESSAYS 

TITLE "The Decline and Collapse of Syrian Jewry 1918 to the Pr esent" 

TYPE OF THESIS: Ph. D. [ ] D.H.L. [ ] Rabbinic [ x 1 

1. 

2. 

Master ' s [ ] Prize Essay [ ] 

May circulate (vJ ) Not necessary 
) f or Ph. D. 

Is rest r icted ] for __ years . ) t hes i s 

Note : The Libr ary shall respect restrictions pl aced on theses 
or prize essays for a period of no more than ten years . 

I under s t and t hat the Library may make a photocopy of my thesis 
for secur ity purposes. 

3. The Library may sell photocopies of my t hesis . ,/ 

Date 

Library 
Recor d 

II, Fl r(p 
i 

Micr ofilmed ?Ji- 1 / -/ ~ 
Date 7 

yes no 



·, ....... 

·-- - .. . -
. ,,' ' ~~ I 

, 
~ · 

.... ·$··· .·,·, · 

.:··· . 

. f ' .: ·' . 

I: 
• J 

1-' • • .. - - . :: !,. .J .•! · 

THE DECLINE AND COLLAPSE OF SYRIAN JEWRY 

1918 TO THE PRESENT 

DAVID J. GELFAND 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

MAY, 1976 

Thesis submitted in partial 
fulfillment of the requirements 
for Ordination 



To those who have great need for the Book of Rachel 

A voice is heard in Ramah 
Lamentation, and bitter weeping, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
She refuseth to be comforted for 

her children, 
Because they are not. 
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DIGEST 

This thesis is concerned with the decline and collapse of 

the Syrian Jewish community from the institution of the French 

Mandate to the present. This work examines Syrian Jewry 

centered mainly in three cities for hundreds of years as a 

.remnant of the past. The difficulties incurred by the community 

over the past half-century are thoroughly described and documented. 

In addition the overall community is explored in its various 

aspects, so as to shed light upon the position of the Jews. 

This includes a detailed portrait of Syria's struggle as a 

client state and the development of radical Arab nationalism. 

It is my contention that the Jews of Syria have suffered 

immensely due to Syria ' s struggles for independence and the 

pangs of development. However, t he tragedies that have befallen 

the Jewish community have not always been due to anti-semitism. 

Though Jews were discriminated against by the Syrians during 

the initial parameter, that of the French Mandate, it was based 

mainly upon "anti-foreign" feeling. The Jews were closely 

associated with the French due to the following: the French-Jewish 

schools, Hebrew and French us age, religious and cultural patterns> 

( different than the indigenous Arabs) and economic interdependence. 

This is the symbiotic stage, which was followed by 

of the World War II era. The next parameter was one 

disruption which followed in the wake of the War and the 

declaring of an independent Syrian nation 

Israel (1943-1948) . It was at that point 

the bulk of the community took place. 
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the birth of I srael until the present, the situation of the 

small Syrian Jewish community has been extremely tense , as the 

small remnant seeks to survive in an era of persecution. 

The thesis then gives a detailed overview of the Syrian 

Jewish community from the aspects of the political structure, 

demography, economics, and educat ion. All of these aspects 

are seen to be intertwined . 

The thesis also develops an analysis of modern Syria with 

a political history so as to make understandable the chaos of 

recent Syrian historical and political events. To give a back­

ground for the mindset and a rational for what has occurred to 

Syrian Jewry, the traditional, yet influential aspects of 

I slam and the leadership structure are examined. In that 

violence and ideology have wreaked havoc upon the Jewish community 

there, these too are explored, not only for their effects but 

also for their causes. To s how the unique position of the 

J ewish community in Syria, othe r communities are also briefly 

described. 

In conclusion, the complex political configurations of the 

Middle East over the past fifty years have allowed , if not at 

times instigated, not only the decline, but the collapse of 

Syrian Jewry. 
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CHAPTER I 

A DESCRIPTIVE OVERVIEW OF THE SYRIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY 

A. POLITICAL OVERVIEW 

INTRODUCTION: 

From 1839 up to World War I the political situation of Jews 

in the Middle East, on the whole had been improving in Turkey, 

Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. The Khatti-i-Sherif of the Gulhane of 

November 3, 1839 assured equal rights to all subjects of the 

Ottoman Empire. Therefore, Jews no longer would be protected 

subjects without rights. With the removal of the jizya (poll tax) 

in 1855, protection was guaranteed not by payment, but by 

citizenship. While a subsequent tax was created for those not 

recruited to serve in the army (i.e. Jews), some Jews did 

volunteer for army service. Beginning in 1909 however they were 

required to do military service until the end of World War I. 

Though local practices greatly varied, the law gave almost 

complete equality. Discrimination against Jews by the government 

seemed non-existent in the late 1800's and early 1900's except 

for an incident in 1910. An order had been issued, forbidding 

non-Ottoman Jews in Syria and Palestine to register non-movable 

d t Z . . t . 1 property in or er to preven 1on1s expansion. It is interesting 

to note that Zionism as a movement never took hold among the Jews 

of Syria. Only a small group of "Palestinian Jews who were 

exiled in Damascus during the First World War stimulated ~ 

Zionist movement in that city, which resulted 

Jews settling in kibbutzim in Israel. 112 

With the conclusion of the First World ·~ 
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Empire disappeared. Iraq came under a British Mandate (1920-1932), 

Syria and Lebanon under a French Mandate (1921-1945), and Egypt 

became independent, and fully without British military protection 

in 1936 . 

Anti-Jewish propaganda spread in the 1920's and became more 

prominent in t he 1940' s. Wit h the growth of Arab nationalism, 

Jews were beginning to be regarded as a national-Jewish minority 

and not a weak religious minority. To be a Zionist meant to be 

a traitor to "those Zionist ideals . " It is no secret to the 

historical eye that in a general sense, Arabs have never fully 

tolerated nat i onal minorities among themselves. (This issue will 

be fully discussed in Chapter II) Armenians, Assyrians and more 

recently Kurds have all been subject to maltreatment and massacres. 

Though the Arab press and governments frequently claim to 

distinguish between Jew and Zionist , this is belied in practice. 

Indeed, historian Hayyim Cohen, has affirmed that: Every Jew is 

considered a Zionist, or a potential Zionist, and for this reason 

there is no room for Jews in Arab countries. This is borne out 

in an Italian article which pointed out, the situation has become 

so difficult that "pogroms have become a matter of administrative 

policy, so that the J ews of the Middle East have practically 

become outlaws. 113 

As to the actual Jewish participation in the political 

process, it has been practically non-existent . During t~ Mandate 

period in Syria, most political parties were not only, 

fanatic, but anti-French. Since the Jewish commun 

upon the French as their protectors, 
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political parties as dangerous to their interests. For a few, 

Communism seemed appealing, and for some others Zionism. In 

coming to r ealize their position as a vulnerable minority, they 

were averse to any political activit i es which might raise their 

profile. 

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries Jews were one of 

dozens of minorities, yet it was only one group that actively 

became competitive with them - recently settled Christians. 

These new Christian immigrants, many Armenians and Greeks, 

settled in the cities and were in a position to compete with the 

other city-dwelling minority, the Jews. This tension found 

expression in the infamous Damascus affair (1840) when Jews were 

charged with having murdered Christ ian children. This action 

followed some Christians' attempt to grasp at important positions 

by creating an enemy common to them and the Moslem majority . 

To that end and at that time, the Christians had French support, 

for the French were seeking to gain a foothold in this region. 

By contrast, the Moslems of the cities did not share the hatred 

or concerns of the Christians, and they refused to be party to 

the libels. Nor did Great Britain side with the French on this 

issue. Indeed, she was instrumental in arousing world opinion 

against this infamy . 

It is also of interest to begin to take note of the two 

distinct cultures that were in existence in the main 

of Syrian Jewry, in Aleppo and in Damascus. Priorr1Jll'-ffl~i1'~PM 

the time of World War I the Jews of Aleppo ma~ntt 

while teaching their children foreign lana~~ 
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Damascus Jews were even more Arabized as to their customs, 

names, and behaviours. 4 Overall, Aleppo had the more stable 

Jewish community. After the Young Turks' revolution in 1909, 

Damascus Jews were the only Jews of the Arab countries to 

establish an organization for the study of Arabic. 5 

1918-1945 - POST WORLD WAR I 

The British occupation of Syria was short-lived, though 

the inhabitants would have definitely preferred the British to 

the French 'intruders. ' (See Chapter II for a further discussion 

on this matter) The occupation lasted a year and one-half, 

October, 1918 to March, 1920. Neither during this period nor 

during twenty five years of the French Mandate which followed, 

did Jews suffer from legal discrimination. The only exception 

was an act prohibiting Zionist activity. Thus on June 25, 1921, 

authorities declined to issue permits to Jews who wished to 

leave Syria. However, this did not hinder those who were really 

interested from fleeing to British-occupied Palestine. 6 

As to participation in government, the Jewish communities 

of Aleppo, Damascus, and Qamishli were given representation in 

the municipal and district towns. 7 In 1923 when a parliament 

was created in Aleppo, the local Jews demanded and received 

representation. When the first all-Syria parliament met in 

December, 1936, it included one Jewish deputy. With only, 9,000 

of the 35,000 Jews of some ten years before left, rep~~se~t-ti 

was suspended by the new Syrian constitution of 1949. 

While governmental-Jewish relations may 
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such was not the case between the Jews and the rest of the 

populace . " It seems that Jewish-Christian friendships grew in 

some ways during the French Mandate, while Jewish-Muslim relations 

deteriorated . 118 This was general l y true after 1935 . Previously, 

in October, 1925 the Druze revolted against the French since 

Jews were looked upon as pro-French. The Druze attacked the 

Jewish Quarter in Damascus. Many were killed and houses and 

shops looted and set on fire . Some J ews were kidnapped and 

the rebels demanded huge ransom fees. Hundreds of Jews fled to 

Lebanon while many of those who stayed lost their source of 

livelihood. 9 With this major exception, the Syrian Jewish 

community lived on without other incidents of terror or widespread 

murder being common until 1935. However, blood libels continued 

until 1931, mostly spread by local Christians. 

The year 1935 ushered in a negative phase. Because of 

deteriorating conditions, burgeoning nationalism, and growing 

anti-French feelings combined into a fear of a Zionist dominated 

Palestine next-door, the Syrian J ewish community felt the first 

tremor s of the troubles to come. In 1935 Jews were accused of 

being Zionists. In February, 1936, anti-French disturbances in 

which more than ten people were killed and some three hundred 

arrested, seriously affected the Jews of Damascus. The situation 

portrays the Jews as being caught in the middle, with each 

perceiving them as associated with the other. The 

merchants and craftsmen were forced to close their 

the general strike when Arab 

their shops if they refused. 
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Jews to provide relief for Jewish families facing starvation, was 

able to do very little because of lack of funds. They issued an 

appeal for aid to Jews in other lands . Then, despite the Arab 

threats, the Jews were forced by the French to open their places 

of business so as to halt t he economic damage perpetrated by 

th t . l" t 10 e na iona is s . 

In addit ion to the indigenous sources of Jewish suffering, 

the rise of Nazism in the late 1930's inflamed even further 

anti-Semitic feelings. Yet despite these attitudes and the actions 

which accompanied them, on November 15, 1937 the Syrian government 

announced with appreciation that the Jewish Agency for Palest ine 

had donated two thousand Syrian pounds for the aid of flood 

victims. Immediately thereafter, in addressing the opening of 

the Syrian Parliament on November 19, it was actually necessary 

fo r the Premier to deny allegations that Syria was aiding the 

Zionists in Palestine. Throughout this period there was one 

Jewish representative in t he Chamber of Deputies. The premier's 

statement of November 19 may have been a necessary political 

statement, for shortly thereafter, Baldur von Schirach, head of 

the Hilter youth organization of Germany visited Damascus. On 

December 5, it was announced that the armed extremist Arab 

National Youth Organization had threatened a boycott of all Ar.ab 

merchants who bought 'Zionist goods from Palestine'. Von Sbh~~••h 

with fifteen Nazi agents conferred with Nazi representatives tn 

the Near East and decided to establish close 

youth movements. 11 

In 1938 the Palestine 
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Syrian Jewish community, though not necessarily committed to 

Zionism, was branded as pro-Zionist nevertheless. Zionism had 

never really had a strong ideological or political foothold in 

Syria. While during World War I numerous Jews were expelled 

from Palestine to Syria by the Turks, what they brought to 

Syrian Jewry was to be short-lived. Under the guise of cultural 

activities, Zionism permeated the Damascus community and to a 

lesser extent the Aleppo community . Yet by 1923 most of the 

He brew schools had to close simply because of a lack of financial 

support from the local Jewish communities . 12 

Anti-Jewish demonstrations, a strike, and the official 

campaign to boycott Palestine-Jewish products were reported on 

April 28, 1938, coinciding with the opening of the inquiry of the 

Woodhead Palestine Partition Commission. 13 Throughout that year 

and until the conclusion of the Mandate, the weekly Jewish 
- -newspaper of Beirut, written in Arabic, al-'Alam al-Isra'ili 

(The Jewish World) continually reported tragedies in the Syrian 

Jewish community. A number of Jews were stabbed, several to 

death by Moslems. Various statements were issued for a boycott 

against all Syrian Jews. The paper also reports in January, 1944, 

and again in May, 1945, that the Jewish Quarter of Damascus was 

attacked and then the following month, June, 1945, Jacques Franco, 

director of the Alliance Israelite Universelle school of Dama$cus 

was murdered in broad daylight. It was then reported in Ya~ch, 

1946, that at the time Damascus revolted against French rule, t~ 

Moslems attacked the Jews. A teacher and two others w.ere kil1~ 

The irony to follow was that several Arab 



- 8 -

a pogrom might be disastrous to their cause, saved the Jewish 

Quarter. 14 Also a t this time Rabbi Moshe Nahum of Jezriah was 

fo r ced to make a statement against Jewish immigration to Palestine. 

A truly humiliating scene was that of the heads of the three main 

Jewish communities who were compelled in November, 1945, to 

demonst rate against the Balfour Declaration and Jewish shopkeepers 

being ordered to keep their shops closed as a sign of solidarity 

with Mos lems . 15 

Coinciding with these physical attacks, Jews in Syria and 

i n Lebanon, some even government off i cials, were dismissed from 

their posts, from the press and f r om the railroads. Many of the 

people af fected belonged to families which had lived in the area 

for hundreds of years, and had become almost completely culturally 

assimilated among the local Arabs. The Mufti of Beirut and 

Monsignor Arida, the Maronite Patriarch, submitted a memorandum 

of protest to the French authorities against the discharg~ of 

'nos col laborateur Juifs'. Many Moslem and Christian colleagues 

of those dismissed expressed resentment over the dismissai. 16 

The situation was extremely debilitating for visitors : 

"When the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry on the Palestine 

issue visited Syria, its members were struck by the cowed and 

int imidated manner of the heads of the Jewish community. One 

member of the committee, Mr. Bartley Crum, in his book "Behind 

the Silken Curtain" (p. 239), gives the following descript&en e 

the scene when three r epresentatives of 

to give evidence: 
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The committee of three chosen Jews appeared. Only one 
spoke. There had been testimony in Jerusalem before us by 
Oriental Jews charging that Jews i n the Oriental countries 
were given only second-class citizenship. Our sub-committee 
expected the Jewish spokesman they now heard on the scene 
to need far more than 20 minutes to tell his story . 
Instead, he used 45 seconds of his allotted time. He raced 
through a one-sentence written statement in which he said 
that the Jews of Syria were happy and not discriminated 
against; that their situat ion was excellent under the present 
Syrian Government; and that they had absolutely nothing 
whatsoever to do with Zionism . The three presented a 
picture of terr ified men ... " 17 

1945 TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ISRAEL 

In the period immediately following World War II the entir e 

Middle East was overtaken by vast political changes. Syria and 

Lebanon were affected as much as any country , as they attained 

their independence after a quarter-century French Mandate. 

With the establishment of the Arab League on March 22, 1945, the 

attitude of the Arab states to their Jewish minorities was then 

determined by the situation of Palestine. The international 

community was made aware of the attitudes and intentions of the 

Syrian peoples towards its Jewish minority in the autumn of 1945. 

A meeting of Moslem leaders took place in Damascus and they sent 

a telegram to the Allied Governments, warning that holy war would 

be declared if Jews were to be allowed continued, even though 

limited, immigration to Palestine . A leader of the Young 

Moslems declared: "If the Palestine problem is not solved in 

favor of the Arabs, the Arabs will know how to deal with the Je•s 

living in their countries." Then on November 18 , a m0b lt~eke; 

into the Great Synagogue in Aleppo,vandalizing itj beadillhn1~1ai• 

several elderly Jews, and burning prayerbooks ·a 1iJMlll~m;~~ 
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To then make a boycott of 'Zionist' products of January 1 , 1946, 

totally effective the Arab countries in general and Syria in 

particular , meted out heavy punishment s upon all merchants who 

traded in goods produced or distributed by Jews. Informers were 

offered half the price of any goods confiscated. Another 

manifestat ion of 'anti-Zionist' policy was the refusal to grant 

exit visas to Palestine, even for travel . A few well-to-do Jews, 

with irnfluenti"ai ". friends in the government succeeded in obtaining 

visas after giving cash guarantees of two hundred to three 

hundred pounds. 19 

Th i s det e riorating situation spurred a rise in unauthorized 

Jewish emigration. Although some of thQse caught fleeing were 

sentenced to various terms in prison, others were murdered by 

those who were to smuggle them out; Jews continued to flee . 

At first the authorities refused passports only to Jews who sought 

to emigrate to Palestine in 1945, but as anti-Jewish feeling 

mounted throughout the Middle East in the late 1940s, passports 

were denied to any destination. When illegal emigration reach 

epidemic proportions, instructions were given to shoot anyone 

. h t . . 20 crossing the frontier wit ou permission. (See Demography 

sect ion for details.) This Syrian fanaticism took the form of 

a Bill on March 23, 1947, which applied the death penalty to any 

J ew crossing into Palestine illegally or for anyone aiding sueb 

a person, whether or not that person was a Jew. The penalty was 

later changed to imprisonment with hard labor. So 

were the authorities to halt illegal emigration, i 

point of during searches , if 
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home, those present were put under arrest. It was assumed that 

they had helped assist the missing individual to flee Syria. 

Several found guilty of this charge were jailed. 21 

Jews were not the only people in Syria seeking to leave. 

Christians fled to Lebanon in 1945 to 1946, in large numbers. 

Their fleeing was miriiU,y due to their being suspected of being 

sympathetic to the French government. Now that Syria was an 

independent country, like many middle and upper class Jews, they 

feared the Syrian nationalists would take revenge on them. 22 

Censorship went so far as to include the prohibition of 

AI, al-'Alam al-Isra'Ili, the Beirut Jewish paper in all of Syria 

as reported in that paper on May 21, 1946. 

For those who did not seek to flee, the situation was no 

better. Once Syria achieved independence, it became even more 

intensely involved in the Palestine issue as anti-Zionism became 

a state policy. The government demanded that the Jewish 

communities declare their official opposition to Zionism. Such 

statements were pointless, however, since more pamphlets for an 

economic boycott of Syrian Jews were published. 23 September 

through December of 1947 saw tension building, with Jewish 

employees being dismissed f rom many positions, Jewish goods being 

boycotted, and Syrian deputies frequently introducing anti-Jewish 

measures in Parliament. Specifically in terms of job losses at 

this time, the telephone exchange in Aleppo and Damascus 

dismissed fifteen Jewish girls. The Chief Engineer o~ Damase•a 

who had held his position for twelve years, 

along with five Jewish school teacbers. 2i 
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Following the United Nations partition plan decision, 

explosions began to occur. Fir st a devastating pogrom in Aleppo. 

The notorious Moslem Brotherhood was the initial instigator. 

With the Jewish Quarter attacked, 150 homes, sixty shops, and 

five Jewish schools were attacked and set on fire. The local 

French school was also attacked . Four large synagogues plus 

fourteen smaller ones, their books and interiors, were destroyed . 

Among them was the Mustaribah, the famous ancient synagogue. 

After the pogrom 2,000 Aleppo Jews fled to Lebanon for safety and 

shelter . Shortly after the pogrom, the President of Syria told 

a Jewish delegation that such incidents occur even in advanced 

countries . While promising to study the matter and expressing 

the hope that there would not be another outbreak, he strongly 

suggested that the J ewish leader must .halt the Jewish exodus! 

The Minister o f Finance ignored a request for financial assistance 

to restore at least one synagogue for a house of worship for the 

local Jewish inhabitants . 25 

During the late 1940 's the Damascus community was in a quieter 

situation, but unfortunately not permanently. February, 1948, saw 

several bombs placed in the Jewish Quarter. Then following the 

declaration of a Jewish State on May 15, one Jew was killed by 

a 'student' mob, and the U.S. legation was attacked. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF ISRAEL TO PRESENT 

The situation appeared promising after the 

Colonel Husne el Zayim on March 30, 1949. Uncle~ 

regime, many previous restrictions were ~el~;.-aliliiii 
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permitted to circulate freely and t here was limited emigration, 

with some leaving for Lebanon. The coup which followed and its 

aftermath however were not so favorable. In August , 1949, the 

Jewish Quarter was again attacked, this time leaving scores of 

Damascus Jews killed and wounded. A vicious anti-Jewish attack 

by the press was climaxed by the bombing on August 6 of the main 

synagogue of Damascus . The American Jewish Committee intervened 

with the government of Syria and the B'nai B'rith intervened with 

the United States government to have those responsible for the 

bombing punished. Though six suspects were arrested, i t cannot 

be ascertained whether they were ever brought to t rial because of 

the polit ical confus i on which followed in the wake of Husni Zayim's 

murder. Following this outburst of violence, the new government 

demanded that a committee from the J ewish community make a 

statement that such incidents such as the August 6 attack were 

"ordinary" and that the Jews had received assistance from local 

authorities . The Iraqi Foreign Minister, Dr. Fadhil el-Jamali 

aptly described the plight of the Jews in Arab countries when in 

1946 he officially announced that Jews in Arab countries have 

become " hostages". (See Chapter II , "Political History") 

After the execution of General Zayim on August 5, 1949, a 

civilian cabinet took office. The power behind this government 

was Brigadier General Hinnawi, head of the Syrian army. 

(This "coup-phenomena" is discussed in detail in Chapter lil.:), 

When the new National Assembly met 

was dominated by those in opposition to the 

Syria and Iraq. Then on December 19, 1949, 
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his associates were arrested by another group of army officers. 

They installed former Premier Khalid el Azem as the government's 

head. This was the third coup d'etat within the single year of 

1949. On December 24, 1949, Nazim el-Kudsi, former Foreign 

Minister, formed a government which lasted less than two weeks. 

To further complicate matters, on March 14, 1950, Syria separated 

totally from Lebanon by sever ing all economic links. May 29, 1959, 

saw Prime Minister el-Azim resign fo l lowed by el-Kudsi's 

transitional cabinet. With the army retaining the real power 

behind the government, cabinets were continually being reshuffled. 

Thus unrest and instability was thriving until the November, 1951 

coup of Colonel Shishakly who actual ly became a mili t ary dictator. 

During this period of unrest, from the time of the establishment 

of the State of Israel until Shishakly gained power, many Syrian 

Jews attempted to emigrate to Israel. Frequent arrests of Jews 

trying to leave were publicized. Yet, during the first week of 

November, 1949, the Damascus daily, Al Ayam, reported that between 

August and November, 1949, about three hundred Jewish families 

had l eft Syria for Israel and that they had succeeded in taking 

their possessions and money along with them. The newspapers of 

the time also noted that at the end of December, 1949 , Syrian 

police announced they had arrested two hundred Syrian Jews and 

had seized nine motorboats after discovering a 'Levantine-Jewisb 

band smuggling Syrian and Lebanese Jews into Israel'. That same 

week the Jordanian daily , A-Nahda, published 

of organizations based in Damascus and Beirut, for 

of Jews into Israel . Overall Jews 
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leave Syria legally, except for short periods: in 1954 by 

Hashim al-Atasi, and in 1958, under Egyptian influence after the 

formation of the United Arab Republic . It must also be noted 

that while all Syrian residents must. carry identity cards, other 

religions are not mentioned on the ID cards. Syrian Jews' 

identification cards are stamped 'Mousawi' - of Moses, a Jew. 

Some optimism for Syrians and the minorities was to be found 

in the constitution re-formulated during this period. The basic 

features of the French inspired constitution of 1930 with regard 

to the structure of government, was retained. The text was 

adopted on September 5, 1951. However, between the constitution 

and its application, lay the army and the wealthy landlords who 

still controlled much of the Syrian economy. Although both the 

constitutions of 1930 and 1950 guaranteed religious freedom and 

equality, it has remained little more than a dead letter. 

Religious 'equality' has never been a concept to be reckoned with 

in the Moslem world, and the acceptance of the Jew seems to have 

disappeared with the growth of Arab nationalism. 

Following the Iraqi disclosures of espionage rings, the 

Jews of Syria, according to the Arab press were put under 

'close supervision'. In December, 1951, the Arab News Agency 

r eported that the Syrian Ministry of Justice had ordered legislation 

for the freezing of all Jewish property, as Iraq had alreadJ done. 26 

The Zilkha Bank of Damascus in January, 1952, the only !etai~ng 

major Syrian-Jewish owned business was closed 

and forced to wind up its business and liquidate 

In an attempt to 
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saw Shishakli issue several decrees to implement land reform 

that had been promised long ago and which was long overdue . In 

contrast to the r adical program of Egypt, his reforms were 

moderated and cautious, concentrating mainly on land owned by the 

state. With several purges and then an election to give some 

semblance of a democratic process which was boycotted by leaders, 

Shishakli held on precariously to his dictatorship . It is not 

surprising, in view of the prevailing unrest that the situation 

for the Jews was distressing. Under Shishakli's dictatorial 

regime, attacks against Jews had become common-place in streets, 

markets and public places . Numerous cases of stoning of 

synagogues were reported. Many Jews were periodically arrested, 

charged with espionage, Zionist activit ies, etc . r eleased and 

then rearrested . A very small number were able to escape to 

Lebanon, but the Lebanese government was under pressure to 

extradite them. During this period t he Syrian Jewish community 

lived under a regime of terror , mitigated only by inefficiency 

and corruption. The regime made sure to carry out the numerous 

legal restrictions under Syrian law : the 1948 ban on Jews' 

selling property; the 1953 freezing of all Jewish bank accounts 

and the restriction of Syrian citizenship to Arabs; the distribution 

of Jewis h property inc luding synagogues among Arab refugees and 

Syrian citizens; and the restriction of movement of Syrian Jews . 

Shishakli had even tried to extend his anti-Jewish legislation 

to citizens of European countries and the United States. 

victims were the smaller numbers of Jews in the 

some of them Iraqi citizens and Jewish peasan418 



- 17 -

and tools were actually seized by the government. 

Shishakli was attempting a definitive 'Arabization' of all 

Syrians, and though it was directed at all minorities, it fell 

especially heavily upon the Jews. With the law of April, 1953, 

non-Arab names were forbidden and the use of any language other 

than Arabic was banned from public meetings. The executive of 

any public association had to include at least one-half Moslems -

impossible for the Christian and Jewish communities! In addition, 

school teachers had to be Syrian Arabs who would be appointed 

by the state. Yet for international consumption the Syrian 

government still went out of their way to give the impression · 

that Jews were not being discriminated against. Part of the 1953 

Yorn Kippur service from the Damascus synagogue was broadcast in 

Hebrew by the Syrian radio station! 

Throughout this period, there was no official government 

institution to deal with the 'Jewish issue'. The two primary 

officials were the local police officer in charge of the Jewish 

Quarter and t he administrator of the Jewish property. One of the 

leaders of the Damascus community, Zabri Laniado, is said to have 

publicly asked the government to limit emigration. He argued 

for total emigration of the entire community over partial 

emigration! Afterall, he claimed, a 'youth drain' would destroy 

in time the community internally. The Syrian government ebose 

not to listen. 

After the downfall of Shishakli, a group of Jewisb. 

primarily from Aleppo visited Sabri al Assali, the IAWS~ll'll1ftll 

Minister. Their requests and 
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Radio Beirut, May 20 , 1954, and by the Arab News Agency, 

May 23, 1954 . The group asked Assali for equal status with 

Syrian Moslems, for t hey "denounced the existence of a J ewish 

home in Palestine and a Jewish state in Israel." Basically they 

requested the abolit ion of all anti-Jewish restrictions and laws . 

The Syrian Prime Minister promised all complaints would be 

examined and solved on an individual basis . The situation did 

not fundamentally improve under this or any of the future regimes 

or even superficially for any length of time. 

For a short time, beginning in November, 1954, when Hashem 

al- Attasi came to power, Jews were again allowed to leave, 

though they were forbidden to sell any property . A first 

entourage of Syrian emigrants reached the Turkish city of 

Alexandretta in November, 1954, reportedly on their way to Israe1. 28 

Afte r the first group r eached Turkey, however .... the police forbade 

others to leave. 29 Many of those who left after 1948 , went 

either to Lebanon, South Ame rican count ries, France or Italy. 

In the 1950's some also fled to North Africa. Their relative 

numbers were small compared to those who fled other Arab countries. 

Immediately prior to this limi ted emigration a bulletin was 

issued by the Syr ian government to all its embassies not to grant 

entrance visas to any technical experts (i.e. United Nations) 

of Jewish origin. Meanwhile internal harassment continued. 

An official of the agricultural department was 

September, 1954, when it was found that he was 

behalf of the Jewish commerical establishments. 3& 

the first of what was to become 
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"Jewish spy rings." 

The Sinai Campaign of 1956 did nothing to improve the 

precarious situation of the Syrian Jewish minority. If anything 

it not only increased the general hostility towards Jews as 

friends of Israel, but the French association with the Campaign 

aroused another latent hostility. Jews after the Mandate had 

been and were again associated with the foreigners - the French, 

and therefore as a group in opposition to Arab Nationalism. 

Yet despite the hostile feelings, the insecure Jewish community 

attempted to identify nationalistically . This was accentuated 

when in December, 1955, Syria "launched a fund for arms to which 

Jews contributed . According to Radio Damascus, the leaders of 

the Jewish community contributed 950 Syrian pounds ($285), and 

some other members gave 1,000 pounds ($300) each. By the end of 

December it was reported that the Jewish community had contributed 

a total of 8,730 Syrian pounds ($2,619). 1131 

While their money was welcomed the thought of their emigrating 

anywhere, was not. One-week passes to Lebanon were abolished. 

Then in the spring of 1956, Jordan and Syria instituted border­

crossing without visas, except for Jews. The war period left 

the Syrian Jewish community demoralized and insecure and reinforced 

the lack of cultural integration and non-acceptance. The positive 

status of 19th and early 20th century Syrian Jewry was now IJ_lerely 

past history . In 1958, "after the fusion of Syria :and 

the United Arab Republic, some of the restrictions on 

were eased, and the attitude of the Egyptian offi~a~~lcl.111.'~ 

to the country was a considerable improve~~nt i~aii 



- 20 -

Syrian security authorities. Leaders o f the Jewish community were 

assured by the Egyptians that they would be treated fairly and 

that the new political status of Syria would bring them no 

discomfort. Shortly after the union, restrictions on Jewish 

departures from the country were supposedly lifted, although those 

who desired to leave were required to turn over all immovable 

propert y to the government. Blocked accounts of Jewish citizens 

were unfrozen. It seemed that an attempt was being made to adjust 

regulations affecting Syrian Jews to conform with those affecting 

Jews in Egypt . Despite the easing of emigration requirements, 

few Jews left Syria during 1958, presumably because of unsettled 

conditions throughout the Middle East . 1132 

However shortly afterward the f rontiers were again totally 

closed to them, and in 1959 trials of those accused of helping 

Jews to leave Syria began. Attempts to leave were considered to 

be a military crime. In October and November, 1959, several 

Syrian Jews were taken before a military tribunal for attempting 

to emigrate . One defendant, Marco Moghrabi, supposedly directed 

underground emigration from the J ewish Club of Damascus. The 

death sentence was demanded by the prosecutor for seven Jews and 

one Palest inian Arab. At the conc lusiion of the trials two 

r eceived twelve year sentences at hard labor, three (including 
. 33 

the Arab) six years at hard labor, and three acquitted . By 

the followin·g. spring another arrest took place of several Ail:eppan 

Jews on similar charges. 

Such trials and added persecutions 

of the unrest in the northern region of th& U ~a.~lli&i~lll 
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agricultural reforms and a two-year drought produced an overall 

agricultural depression, which heavily affected the entire economy. 

Though political parties were illegal, they thrived on this 

discontent . This then in turn brought about active Egyptian 

repression of the Communist party and the Ba'ath party. The later­

to-be-powerful Ba'aths were based on a platform of Arab unity and 

a vague pattern of socialism at this time. With such repression, 

internal tension grew until September, 1961, with Syria's 

s ecession from the U.A.R. Nazem al-Kudsi was elected President and 

the parliament was restored. 

Some six months later the Syrian army dissolved the government. 

They promised to restore 'construction socialism,' remain non-aligned 

and to attempt good relations with 'dear Egypt and sister Iraq.' 

Then a year later, on March 8, 1963, another coup brought to the 

forefront a coalition of Ba- athist and Nasserite elements. Then 

in June the Ba-athists assumed total control as they overcame the 

Nasserites with a great deal of bloodshed. The following year 

saw deeper economic crisis strike Syria and several cabinet changes. 

By the end of 1965 the Ba-ath party was in firm control with the 

moderate Salah al-Bitar as Prime Minister and General Amin al-Hafez 

as President. It was during this period, in March, 1964, that the 

infamous travel restrictions were enacted. Since that time Jews 

have been restricted from traveling more than three miles beyond 

the limits of their homes. The very few who obtained pemniss4•n 

to emigrate could take no more than $100 with them, having 

abandon all other property and belongings to the 

Widespread attacks of 
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Kamal Amin Taabet , an Israeli intelligence agent was arrested in 

Syria in January, 1965. He was convicted on a charge of espionage, 

sentenced to death, and hanged at the Damascus city square. 

(See The Shattered Silence) When his arrest became public knowledge 

in the light of the trial and at the time of the hanging, Jews 

throughout Syria were continually assaulted. Then came the Six-Day 

War (1967) and they suffered even more during and afterward. Many 

were arrested and others assaulted by Moslems. Though no exact 

numbers or details are .known due to the strict censorship, numerous 

Jews were murdered in Damascus, Aleppo and Qamishli. Immediately 

following the War soldiers surrounded the Jewish Quarter of Aleppo 

and Damascus . They instituted a rigid curfew, allowing Jews only 

to leave several hours per day for shopping . A few weeks later 

when the troops were removed the area was put under even greater 

danger from local extremist elements . (See Appendix, page 184) 

Since the early 1950's houses and apartments left vacant by 

Jewish emigrants had been filled systematically by the government 

with Palestinian refugees. While previously this had kept the 

areas tense, now it left an explosive situation. In addition, 

"soldiers and other civil servants were forbidden to trade in Jewish 

shops. 1134 (See appendix for black list document and further 

elaboration of its effects in Economic Overview.) Despite the 

aforementioned violence, the local Jews in each community pay the 

police who "guard" their Quarter, as well as pay bribes to many 

of their new neighbors, Palestinian Arabs. 

The situation continually worsened. 

"A document of November, 1967, signed 
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Jews' indicated that: 

1. Jews were prohibited to move further than four kilometers 
outside their homes. 

2 . All Jews were prohibited to leave the country even those 
of foreign nationality. ' 

3. Jews could not become State officials, not even in the 
nationalized sectors of the economy, (which led to the 
dismissal of several Jewish officials after nationalization). 

4. Jews could not sell their real estate . 

The Syrian government has always denied persecution. On 

December 13, 1967, the then Deputy Prime Minister of Syria, 

Mr. Ibrahim Makhos, gave an interview to the French daily newspaper 

L'HUMANITE saying that the accusations were 'inventions of Zionist 

propaganda' . 

As the newspaper LE MONDE of December 27, 1967 reported again 

about anti-Jewish persecutions i n Syria, the Syrian Embassy in 

Paris answered (LE MONDE, January 3, 1968) that they' .. . . denied 

all these allegations .. . which are pure fantasy ... ' 

However, on Februar y 2 , 1968, Mr. Pierre Mertens of the Belgian 

League for Human Rights published a report concerning the Jews in 

Syria, s tating that : 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5 . 

6. 

The Syrian J ews could not l eave the country. If they 
did so all their p·r :operty would be confiscated. 

They could not travel be yond five kilometers from their 
residence. 

They could not sell their real estate. 

They could not be civil servants. 

If they had a trade, they were boycotted. 

Syrian notaries and Syrian embassies aliroli 
accept a document presented by a Jew. 
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Furthe rmore , the identity cards of the Jews were stamped in red with 

tl'le word " Jew" . .. (See appendix for copies of such cards) 

I n May, 1969, the Consultative Committee of International 

Organizations for Christian-Jewish Co-operation sent an appeal 

to the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees asking for his 

intervent ion in favor of the Jews in Syria and Iraq. In January, 

1970, an International Committee fo r the Deliverance of Jews in 

the Middle East was created, wit h Mr. Alain Poher, President of 

the French Senate, as its President. 

On January 27, 1970, at the I nternational Conference for the 

Deliverance of the Jews in the Middle East, held in Paris, two 

Syrian Jews who had just escaped from Syria confirmed all the 

previous reports of persecution. The position was also confirmed 

in a statement issued on January 27, 1971, by the Committee of 

Concern for the Jews in the Arab countries, operating in the U.S.A. 

under the chairmanship of General Lucius Clay. (Documents from 

these two groups are copied in the Appendix) 

"The matter was raised again on March 12, 1971 at the United 

Nations by the World Jewish Congress, through an urgent appeal 

addressed to t he Chairman of the U.N. Commission on Human Rights 

meeting in Geneva'.' . 36 

Another press report in April , 1973, filed in Copenhagen 

told of horrors. Two Jews, a boy and a girl had escaped and given 

a grim report. 

All of the issues 

in Paris of 1970. The Conference issued the 

with the principles of International Law: 
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THE PLIGHT OF JEWS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE PRINCIPLES 
OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

T~e situation of the Jewish minorities in the Middle 
East, in fact and by law, the chief characteristics of which 
have been described above, constitue not merely a violation 
o~ the_Common Law of the countries under review but a 
violation by these States of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, as adopted at the General Assembly of the 
United Nations on 10 December, 1948, and to which the 
aforesaid States have subscribed . 

This text, which solemnly recognizes the inherent 
dignity of all members of the human family "guarantees to 
them equal and indefeasible rights". Each one of the 
Member States of the Organization has undertaken to 
"ensure the universal and effective observance of human 
rights and fundamental liberties". 

Among these rights feature : 

- The right to liberty, equality and dignity (Article l); 
- and this without distinction as to "religion, 

political situation" (Article 2); 
- the right to life and liberty, and to security of 

person. (Article 3); 
- the right to recognition everywhere as a person 

before the law (Article 6); 
the right to equality before the law, to the protection 
of the law against any discrimination (Article 7); 

- the right to an effective remedy (Article 8); 
- a guarantee against arrest or arbitrary detention 

(Article 9); 
- everyone charged is presumed innocent :until proved 

guilty according to law in a public trial at which 
he has had all the guarantees necessary for his 
defence. (Article 11); 

- it is forbidden to deprive an individual arbitrarily 
of his nationality (Article 15); 

- it prohibits arbitrary deprivation of property (Article 17); 
- it guarantees the right to freedom of thought and 

freedom of expression, freedom of peaceful assembly 
(Article 18,19 and 20);. . .. 

- it asserts the right, without discrimination, to 
employment and to equitable remuneration (Article 23). 

etc .... 

Thus we must recognize that the Jewish minorities in the 
Middle East have practically been deprived of each a9d every 
one of the fundamental rights mentioned above. 

Unfortunately it seems impossible to enforc 

Consequently, the Committee was forced 
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it was appropriate at this time to ask for and to obtain 
for Jewish minorities the right to emi grate. 

This right, which is linked to natural law is one that 
civilized socie~ies have admitted since time i~emorial. 
Socrates, in Cr1to, considered it an attribute of individual 
freedom: 

".: .. we proclaim this principle: that any Athenian, 
on at~a1n~ng to manhood and seeing for himself the political 
organ1zat1on of the state and ... its Laws is permitted if 
he is not satisfied with us, to ... go away wherever he ' 
likes. . .. not one of us hinders or prevents him from 
going away wherever he likes ... " 

In recent history, a law passed by the United States 
Congress in 1968 states: 

" ... the right to expatriation is a natural right 
guaranteed to everyone .. . " 

The French Constitution of 1791 assured the "freedom 
for every man to go, remain, leave, without being stopped 
or detained." 

And finally, Articles 13 and 14 of the Universal 
Declaration of the Rights of Man, already mentioned above, 
specify that: 

" everyone has the right to leave any country, 
including his own ... " (Article 13) 

and that 

" ... when faced with persecution everyone has the right 
to seek asylum and to receive asylum from other countries." 
(Article 14). 

It is on the basis of these principles, admitted from 
time immemorial by civilized nations and proclaimed in the 
Universal Declaration of the Rights of Man to which are 
subscribed IRAQ, EGYPT and SYRIA, that we demand that the 
Jewish minorities be permitted to emigrate. 

CONCLUSION: 

Human rights problems are in no way an exclusive 
domain of the competence of States. 

It is fitting that the United Nations - to wh~!e 
principles these states in the Middle EaS't have~ 
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should intercede at the very least in order to ensure 
respect of Articles 13 and 14 of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights . 

. we ~re happy to create an assembly of such size and 
quali~y in a co~ntry which, since 1789, has proclaimed the 
equality, the liberty and the dignity of men and which 
since that date, has always welcomed those who are outlawed 
and persecuted. We invite you jointly to seek with us 
means of action in order that the United Nations Governments 
and international public opinion at last be able' to ensure ' 
justice for these thousands of persons who, in the Middle 
East seem to have been foresaken by the entire world. 

Act ing in such fashion, we make OURS the maxim of 
President John F. Kennedy: 

"WHEN THE FIGHTS OF A SINGLE MAN ARE VIOLATED, IT IS 
THE CONCERN OF ALL MEN". 37 

Throughout this period and to the present, emigration of J ews 

has been forb idden. During 1967, the situation particularly 

worsened in Qamishli . In that it is adjacent to the Turkish border, 

Jews had been under the strictest of controls . Following an 

incident on September 1, the whole community was under 24 hour 

house arrest. Unfortunately to most hostile activities the 

Syrians like other Middle East governments, still continually 

"close their eyes to mob attacks made against the Jews." Other 

times "the governments launch vi olent anti-Jewish attacks in the 

press, i n radio and television which are under state control. 

During the Islamic Congress held in Amman, September, 1967, it was 

decided 'Jews living in Muslim countries' about whom it has been 

demonstrated that they have any alleged contacts with Zionism or 

I s rael would be considered the enemies of Islam . .. all 

people must boycott the Jews and consider them as their sworn 

enemies. 1138 By the beginning of 1968 the 

but only a bit. These people are said to 
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even try to apply to foreign consulates for exit visas. 

At the time of the Qamishli-1·nci·dent a group from the 

Bertrand Russell Tribunal Commission traveled about Syria and met 

with Jews in t he presence of government officials. Following the 

encounter a Syrian Jew wrote to t he world press: "You can imagine 

that if a single Jew had dared tell the truth it would have cost 

him his life. 1139 

At the end of 1967, conflicting letters appeared in the Paris 

Le Monde : "An anonymous letter published ..... (December 27) 

describing the plight of the Syrian Jews brought a response in the 

same paper (January 3, 1968) in which the Syrian embassy in Paris -

in sharp variance with reports reaching Jewish organizations -

denounced t he letter as a 'pure fantasy. ' It denied that there 

had been manifestations against J ews in Qamishli or elsewhere in 

Syria or incidents between the Palestinian refugees and their 

J ewish neighbors, or that t here had been a curfew. It also 

asserted that Jews were not excluded from public life, pointing 

to the employment of 40 J ewish teachers at the beginning of the 

1967-68 school year. The letter further stated that an International 

Red Cross representative in Damascus had found, on the eve of the 
40 

Arab-Israel war, that the Jews enjoyed full rights. 

With the plight of Syrian Jewry unchanged then - United 

Nations Secretary-General u Thant finally publicly expressed concern 

over the issue. on September 29, 1970, he told the General 

Although I have no direct means of ~nowing exa~tly the 
conditions of life of the small Jewish ~inorities in 
certain Arab states, it is clear that, in some cases at 
least these minorities would be better off~~ l ~ope 

' h th efore that it may soon be possible to i very muc , er , 
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sensible ways of solving this largely humanitarian problem. 41 

The following passage from an art i cle in the French L'Arche, 

November-December, 1971, by Victor Malka (p.19), translated by 

Dr . Isaac Jerusalmi, HUC-JIR, vividly describes the recent plight 

of Syrian Jews and more than gives support to u Thant's view: 

This ~ast November 5, President Alain Poher (President 
of the Nat ional Assembly-I.J.) raised the matter of the fate 
of the Jewish community of Syria during a press conference 
in the presence of Rev. Father Riquet (preacher at Notre D~e-I.J.) 
and deputy Jacques Mercier. 

Two witnesses who escaped from Syria - a 17 year old 
young man and a 26 year old young woman - related during this 
press confer ence the fact that life in Syria has become a hell 
for the 4500 Jews of Syria of which 3,500 live in Damascus. 

Entire families disappear, fathers compelled to 
("sodomize"-I .J.) have sexual relations with their children, 
Jews must remain within a five kilometer radius of their 
residences, identity cards with the mention "Jew" entered in 
red ink; any Jew who has a brother overseas is denied the 
right to take care of his brother's affairs; kidnappings, 
tortur es, insults; the authorities in Damascus have fallen 
into the most racist and heartbreaking Medieval practices. 
This is their way of winning the war by attacking defenseless 
poor people. In so doing , they are also being encouraged 
by a number of French figures who unashamedly continue to 
describe the life of t he Jews in Syria as being that of 
Allah's paradise on earth! 

All these are very serious test imonies against the 
bloodthirsty dictators of Damascus and against all those 
who, through t heir silence, act as their accomplices. 

Yet despite numerous such reports in the world press, the 

National Geographic of April, 1974 ran an issue on Syria. The 

journalist Robert Azzi t o ld of freedom of worship and freedom of 

oppor t unities for Syrian Jews. Seven months later, after much 

criticism and for the first time in the journal's 86 year history, 

the National Geographic retracted a major article. 

Another contradictory article appeared on 

in the New York Times by Seymour Topping. The 



- 30 -

placid portrait of an old Jewish community and concludes with a 

blatant stereotype . He describes a Jew who is the owner of a 

popular men's clothing store . The writer was then informed after 

publishing the article that he had visited with and spoken to only 

the 'court-Jews' - such as Selim Totah, President of the Jewish 

Council of Damascus, a government appointee! Then followed the 

even more publicized and controversial CBS television program by 

Mike Wallace portraying a much improved lot over the past five 

years for Syrian Jewry, that is under the present Hafez al Assad 

regime . By Wallace's own admission, he and his group from CBS 

were accompanied by three Syrian security agents. Wallace has 

since conditionally retracted his story and has been making plans 

to return to Syria for another attempt at a clear portrait of 

Syrian Jewry. 

Shortly after the retr action by National Geographic, an 

articl e appeared in the prestigious Politiken of Copenhagen. With 

difficulty in entering the Damascus ghetto, the reporter , 

Ole Roessel wrote that "It is here, in the ghetto, in the narrow 

streets of one-room, mud-brick homes and medieval sanitation that 

most of Syria's Jews live. Their cramped quarters open onto an 

interior courtyard where Palestinian terrorists and secret police 

keep them under 24-hour s urveillance. Members of al-Fatah and/or 

Saiqa, Palestinian liberation squads who operated offices in tae 

heart of the Jewish quarter, strut through the cobbled streets 

fully armed, and even live with Jewish families much tb.~s&.IP.8 as 

an occupation army."42 (See Appendix for photographs of this 

and the people!!) 
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These are the reactions in the press, both accurate and 

distorted, yet the facts of the 1970's speak for themselves: 

a) During the summer of 1971 a young Jewish girl in Damascus 

was arrested, raped repeatedly, and then dumped naked into the 

streets of the ghetto. 

b) In March, following sever al air battles between Syria 

and Israel, minor pogroms occurred in Damascus, Aleppo and Qamishli. 

c) In the fall of 1971, twelve Jews, beginning at the age 

of four, were held for five months for planning to flee . Two of 

the men, Joseph Swed and Nissim Katri were detained in jail until 

September 1974 - three years later! The November 27, 1974 , 

Bulletin of Toronto's Beth Tzedec Congregation reported that upon 

his release, Swed was crippled, lacking all his teeth, and 

permanently insane. (Other information from these bulletins is 

copied in the Appendix.) 

d) In March 2, 1974, the bodies of four Jewish women , Farah, 

Lora and Tony Zeibak and their cousin Eva Saad were discovered 

by the Syrian police in a cave at Asfura in the Zadani Mountains 

northwest of Damascus. Most probably the girls had planned to 

have had the aid of a group of smugglers who had instead brutally 

raped and murdered the four women. Only one of the charrred 

remains could be positively identified. In an adjacent area the 

police found the bodies of two Jewish boys Kassam Abadi , 20 ~ears 

old, and Natan Shaya, 18 years old, both mutilated. T.he S,riam 

authorities then deposited the bodies in six sacks be~a~ th'Ei. 

Parents' homes in the Damascus ghetto . 
43 

"Within two weeks, Minister of Interior 
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a freakish riot among Damascus Jews and Arabs which was misconstrued 

by the western press as a gesture of solidarity on behalf of the 

Zeibaks, announced that the state security forces had captured 

'a band of four assassins, robbers and smugglers.' Syrian Jewish 

emigres around the world were aghast to learn that the accused 

included Yussef Shalouh, a prominent textile trader, and Azur Zalta, 

a school teacher. Both men were regarded as outstanding members 

of the Jewish community, Jews noted for t heir devotion to the 

welfare of their harassed brethern . What made the char ges even 

more incredible was the fact that Shalouh was the brot her-in-law 

of Eva Saad . In reaction to these arrests and the s how trial that 

was about to take place, the U.S. National District Attorneys' 

Association wrote a powerful letter offering counsel or merely to 

sit at the t rial as witnesses. A copy of this letter can be 

found in the attached Appendix . World public opinion at first 

caused the Syrians to change their accusations to 'aiding illegal 

emigration ', and then in September, 1974, the two men were 

released and the matter was dropped. 

e) During the summer of 1974 , eleven Jewish women from 

Aleppo were held and tor tured in a Damascus jail. One of the 

escapees told a grizzly story of one of the women. She "was tied 

hand and foot with wire, strapped inside a big lorry tire with 

her head downwards; electric shocks were applied, every five or 

ten minutes. Gradually the intervals increased, but so did the 

charge. After 36 hours the womaµ confessed and was 

return home. She night."44 

Certainly in both cases these women 
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be caught they would be tortured if not killed. If anything, their 

attempts to flee point out the unbearable frustration, the 

traumatic desperation that Syrian Jews are today faced with. To 

further document this nightmare, I have included in the Appendix 

the following materials: 

1. "Syrian Brutality Repeats Itself" 
2 . "The Plight of Syria's Jewish Community" 
3. "Drama in the Ghetto" (from Italian Epoca, April 28, 1974) 
4 . "Committee of Concern Fearful" 
5. "A Troubled Minortiy" - Newsweek 
6. "Encounter : A Synagogue in Damascus" - New York Times, 

November 9, 1975 
7. Recent articles on a trip to Syria by reported for the 

the Canadian Jewish News, Sheldon Kirshner 
8. Notes from Judy Feld - Beth Tzedec Bulletin 
9. Photographs - pictures do not lie .. ... 

While examining this material, it should be remembered that 

the Arab governments have for the most part, systematically 

forbidden representatives of the United Nations from investigating 

the Jewish question - as did the Nazis in their time. They claim 

that the plight of and treatment of Jews is purely an internal 

matter. If they would but treat the Jews with full rights then 

it would not be a "question" or "matter" at all. 
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B. DEMOGRAPHIC EVOLUTI ON 

Until the last few decades, with the exception of Egypt, 

there is no reliable material on Jewish demography of the Middle 

East . Our data comes from tourists, travelers and businessmen, 

and deals mainly with the numbers of people in l ar ge cities and 

some townships. When comparing these reports, one is often struck 

by the radical differences in these estimates. Furthermore, we 

are given very little information as to reasons for changes i n the 

population figures from one period to another. 

whether domestic or international_, is either missing or is 11 ttle 

more than guesswork. Yet, we can geRerally state that 

immigration took place from Syria and Turkey to Egypt, 

and North America, and from throughout the Middle East 

Israel. 

"Jews i n the Middle East Countries, 1917 -

1917 1947 

Iraq 85,000 125,000 
Egypt 60,000 66,000 
S~ria and Lebanon 35,000 35,000 
Yemen and Aden 45,000 54,000 
Iran 75,000 100,000 
Turkey 100,000 80,000 

Total 400,000 

What is impor tant to note is 

countr ies to have substantial e~g a~-·~- , 

period. The fact 

1968 
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a fair number of Sephardic Jews emigrated from Turkey to Qamisbli, 

Damascus, and Aleppo mainly attracted by the more enlightened 

policies of the French Mandate. 2 

Though we have no precise date during the early period, it 

is evident that urbanization caused much internal migration. 

"In the past generation all Jews had to leave hundreds of small 

villages where their ancestors lived for the last two-thousand 

years. When I visited Syria twenty years ago, I did not see any 

Jews in the small centers and villages. A few small Jewish 

communities still existed in the north. 113 Certainly growing local 

anti-semitism, often instigated by expanding Arab nationalism 

(discussed in Section II) helped accelerate urbanization !or 

Syrian Jewry. Likewise, with French government offices in city-

areas, this drew the Jews in towards the cities. Living 

areas greatly influenced all aspects of the Jews' lives, 

their relations with other city-dwellers. It has 

noted that tension between the other city-dwelling 

Christians, accentuated anti-semitism primarily on 

These main centers of Jewish living had the charact~illllti• 

corporate ethnic groups even during the Ottoman rule 

groups served as one taxable unit. Now, with 

the corporate nature of these two 

for outright rivalry for economic 

government approved monopolies, 

specific group such 

the saraaf, the bankers 

monopoly. 4 
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the development of educational institutions, which from now on 

also embraced a not inconsiderable proportion of the women, and 

as a result of the rise in the average economic level , the average 

marr iage age also became higher."5 

Throughout the period in question, while the Jewish 

population decreased i n Damascus, Aleppo, and Sidon, it steadily 

increased in neighboring Beirut. Emigration began in the 1880's 

from Syria, initially to Egypt, then to South America, the United 

States, England, Lebanon , and Palestine. 6 The numerical decline 

is especially evident following on the opening of the Suez Canal. 

It spun off the dec line of Aleppo and Damascus as centers on the 

overland trade routes. Shortly t her eafter , after World War I, 

the instability of the local political arena began to influence 

many to leave. 

With the Druze revolt of October, 1925, and the assaults 

on J ews in Damascus, some 3,000 Jews fled the city within a matter 

of days. 7 Massive emigration resumed when Muslims in Damascus 

and Aleppo began hostilities, especially after the elsewhere 

mentioned 1947 riots in Aleppo. Jewry of Aleppo and Damascus of 

1904 each numbered approximately 10 ,000 and just prior to World 

War I at 12,000. 8 There are no "accurate estimates" of the 

community of Qamishli and the outlying communities. One writer 

does mention that in 1926 hundreds of Jews moved to Qamishli from 

9 Nusaybin in southern Turkey. 

After World war 1, many Sephardic Jews came to Qam~stil* 

Damascus and Aleppo from Turkey attracted by the 

enlightened policies of the French Mandatory 



- 39 -

most Jews lived in the Jewish Quarter. However, in Aleppo many 

Jews lived in areas which were both Jewish and Muslim, though 

never Christ ian.
10 

This idea of living in a specifically Jewish 

quarter was not the same (prior to the modern Republic) as the 

objectionable European ghettoization. Here it enabled every 

Jew to live in accordance wit h Jewish law. Separate residential 

areas allowed for actively following the decrees of the Talmud, 

Sanhedrin 17b. ("A Torah student must not live in a city which 

does not have a court empowered to implement its decisions: 

a charity chest administered in accordance with the Law; a 

synagogue; a bath; a scribe and a teacher for children.") 

Therefore until most modern times, the idea of a separate 

residential area did not involve any degradation associated with 

"the ghetto", but rather for the inhabitants it was a citadel 

f t h . . d d 11 o eir in epen ence. 

A census of 1932 claims t he J ewish population to be 26,250 

and in 1943, 29,770. 12 Overall, whether during the even earlier 

Young Turk period, or the French Mandate in Syria, the Jewish 

h . 13 community appears to have maintained its co es1on. 

Too often a Jew with a valid Syrian passport who succeeded 

in obtaining one of the few, much-sought-after British entry 

. •t i 14 visas to Palestine , would find himself denied a Syrian exi v sa. 

Therefore, following this second census until 1947 , many Jews 

were part of a mass illegal immigration to their next-door 

neighbor, Palestine. Th1·s is despite the fact, 

quite a few among them who were not Zionists.. Many. of 'Jitlos 

fled to Palestine , then migrated further. 
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was more than difficult. Syrian frontier guards had been 

instructed to fire upon Jews attempti·ng to 
flee Syria. Jews 

caught, were oftened fined and imprisoned. Many of those Jews 

who remained in Syria were interrogated and/or arrested for 

helping illegal immigrants. Some Arab officials took advantage 

of this tenuous situation to blackmail Jews, threatening to 

implicate them in emmigration plots. In May of 1947, a law was 

enacted establishing a three year sentence for aiding an emigrant. 

Then in January, the doors to all countries were closed upon 

Syrian Jews in the wake of the restrictions on Jewish emigration . 15 

These restrictions account for the present-day community 

of between 3,000 and 5,000 . As stated in the Italian press, 

"There is an absolute prohibition for Jews to emigrate. 1116 

"No Western source, not Amnesty International, the International 

League for the Rights of Man, the American Jewish Committee, or 

even the Canadian Committee for the Rescue of Jews in Arab Lands 

(a small cadre of dedicated humanitarians in Toronto which has 

enjoyed singular communication with the Jews of Syria over the 

past four years), has been able to make an exact assessment of 

how many there are. Even Danish and Italian reporters have 

made note of difficulties thrown before them in trying to reach 
• I 1117 

the inhabitants of what they call 'the street with no name · 

Other M1.ddle East countries, as noted in In contrast to 

the previous chart, the Jewish population of the area in question 

never became very large . 

enough, dispersed particularly in Aleppo, Beirut, 

to create and develop a vibrant, expansive Jewish 
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structure. As Hayim Cohen points out·: "Obviously the small 

size of the communities in the Levant countries was the reason 

f or the lack of Jewish institutions such as hospitals and 

secondary schools, which were to be found in bigger Oriental 
. 1118 countries. 
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B. DEMOGRAPHIC EVOLUTION - FOOTNOTES 
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C. ECONOMIC OVERVIEW 

In so far as no research has yet been carried out on the 

economic position of Jews in the Middle Eastern countries 

(exclusive of Israel), past or present, this chapter relies 

heavily upon Hayim Cohen's general statements on the economic 

transformation in the Middle East as presented in his The Jews 

of the Middle East. Once again we note that much of the available 

material is based on impressions of travellers and tourists who 

merely described their encounters with Jews who happened to be 

either rich or middle class, or even poor. Occasionally the 

writer inserts a few details as to the occupations of the local 

peoples. Unfortunately this unscientific method for gathering 

data and analyzing a community leaves us with numerous 

contradictions and lacunae. While official figures are 

available due to government censuses in Egypt and Turkey nothing 

similar is available in dealing with Syria. 

"Nevertheless, it may be said that the middle of the 19th 

century the majority of the Middle Eastern Jews were poor, 

although even then there were differences between the Jews of 

Syria, Iraq, and Egypt, among whom were some merchants and very 

wealthy individuals and those of Iran and the Yemen where poverty 

1 was more prevalent." The Suez Canal, as has been mentioned, 

while improving conditions for the Jews of Egypt, disrupted much 

of the economic life of Syrian Jews in the last century. 

In particular the difference betwe·en the Jewish communit.i<,e 

of Damascus and Aleppo 
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sphere. It may also be deemed t hat because of these economic 

differences, these two communities developed dissimilarly in 

most aspects . One can trace t his economic dissimilarity back 

to the sixteenth century! 

Prior to and during the sixteenth century, Aleppo was an 

important transit city on the European-Far East overland trade 

route . Then in the seventeenth century it began to lose its 

vital economic role when the British opted to trade with Iran 

t hrough Basra and the Persian Gulf, rather than through Aleppo . 

Cutting further into the economic life of the city, following 

the French Revolution, all French internat i onal trade declined. 

The active ruler of Egypt in the first half of the 1800's, 

Muhammad Ali, attempted to develop the continent's trade through 

Egypt and this further cut into the Aleppo economy. The noose 

was tightened with the opening of the Suez Canal which then 

made overland trade outdated. Yet, travelers through Syria in 

3 the 1880 's wrote of wealthy Jews, though there were fewer now. 

The economic decline continued and the number of emigrants 

likewise grew. The local J ewish j ournal reported in 1942 that 

most of those remaining were poor and the number needing 

4 assistance was continually increasing, having reached 40-65,. 

Then came the terrible riots at the end of 1947, after whieli' 

1th fl d The exodus of tWes~ the remaining Jews of any wea e · 

well-to-do and many others was the culmination of many felrP& 

of material decline, 1·nt1·midation, and moral isola11:irad 

Aleppo community had been prosperous and h~d tieEi!i' 

element of the city's once flourishing comif9'i~ 
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wealthy Jews fleeing, those remaining were impoverished even 

more swiftly.
5 

To complicate matters, when a Jewish male dies, 

his property is now transferred to a government authority for 

Palestinian Affairs. His family must then pay rent for the 

continued use of the house or business property or move elsewhere 

and rent. 6 

Over the past decade, whether in Aleppo, Damascus, or even 

Qamishli, one of the only sources of livelihood remaining has 

been shopkeeping. However, the official boycott of 1967 even 

strangled this sector. The following is a translation of an 

Army circular dated February 8, 1967. (Please see copy of full 

document in Appendix): 

"The Syrian Arab Republic ... Ministry of Defence .. . Armed 
Forces General Headquarters . .. Administration Branch ... 
Department of Military Administration-Military Police 
Section-No.26/27/2-Circular No.4 - 8 February 1967. 
The following is a partial list of names of Jewish 
merchants and their businesses in Damascus. For security 
reasons, all Army personnel are forbidden to deal with 
them. Anyone who violates these instructions is liable 
to severest penalties." 

The list, as can be seen, gives 47 Jewish stores with their 

dd d . t. 7 a resses and escrip ion. 

Meanwhile, while during the sixteenth century Aleppan Jews 

were involved in trade, those of Damascus were craftsmen; many 

d t akers While many others were cobblers, goldsmiths, an ma m · 

were wandering village peddlars, a few became rich by trading 

· 8 In the nineteenth century, with Palestine, Egypt, and Venice. 

Jews Were found in this city. Traveltng te several wealthy 

Moses Margoliuth reported in d&ta Damascus in 1848, 

wealth of some of the Jews of Damascus. 'Dhet:1 
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overlaid with marble and they often had large, beautiful pools 

in the courtyards. He also made note that these elegant homes 

were surrounded by mud walls and the doors were simple, so as 

not to appear ostentatious and attract unnecessary attention.9 

Some time later, in 1884, Ephraim Neumark wrote that he found 

distinguished, wealthy men among the Jews in Damascus, but 

added that their economic stability had been shaken in the 1870's 

by the decline of Damascus as a center of international trade. 

'Damascus has fallen from the stage, is sitting on the chair, 

but not on the ground. ' He stated that most of the Jews there 

were earning their livelihood from crafts: goldsmiths, 

silversmiths, tailors, shoemakers, and watch repairers, while 

some were employees in workshops. Most of the silk, wool and 

cloth-dyeing industries were concentrated in the hands of the 

Jews.
10 

Due to the fact that so much of a segment of Damascus 

Jewry were artisans and laborers, the opening of the Suez Canal 

did not drastically affect the local Jewish population, as it 

had done in Aleppo. Nevertheless, it took its toll in some 

emigration to Egypt and America. 

A report shortly before World War I indicates that Jews 

were still involved in gold and silver work, and also weaving, 

dyeing, spinning and woodwork. However, their share of foreign 

trade had declined and their influence on the Damascus economt 

. 11 was rather minor. 

Aleppo in the period 

"The few wealthy merchants remaining in 

following ·World War I had already adopted 

the practice of entering into partnership with Moslem&, ~ 

t d one that p~ov~4ed.ojJb.6JDfailltili uncertain safeguard at bes an 
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protection during the Palestine war."12 
During this period 

nearly all professorships at the prest igious University of 

Damascus were held by European Jews! Surely a contradiction 

in light of what was to come. (See "A Troubled Minority" from 

Newsweek in Appendix) The events occurring in October, 1925 

with the Druze revolt and the serious attacks on the Jewish 

Quarter (as described in A. Political Overview) led to high 

unemployment in the Jewish community . In reaction to the 

attacks, killings, and lootings, many fled the city. Many 

of those remaining became dependent upon funds collected from 

the Syrian Jewish community in New York. 

Shortly thereafter, in April, 1926, the Bene Berith Lodge 

(B'nai B'rith) of Damascus collected the following information: 

Among the 6,635 Jews of Damascus, 2,275 were breadwinners, 

that is one breadwinner to every three people; 32% were artisans 

(including copper workers, weavers, tailors, shoemakers, and 

laborers), 17% were clerks, 4% worked as maids and servants, 

14% were peddlars, 9% were merchants and goldsmiths or silver­

smiths, 1% were rabbis, and the remaining 23% were engaged in 

various occupations, the majority apparently in the services. 14 

Another visitor several years later, in late 1929, Yomtov Semach, 

t
. 15 

also wrote that most of Damascus Jews were ar 1sans. 

Since these reports, the situation has continued to 

Aside from the political and social disabilities which in 

de.eline. 

turn 

have affected the community economically, the de~an ;Gpt .... l'lfaaaill 

artisan decreased 

growing 
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civil service, from the press, from the railways, and from 

companies in 1942 and in 1947.16 

By the time of the birth of the State of Israel on its 

borders , some 55% of all Syrian Jewry lived in abject poverty. 

They existed on charity from overseas and gifts from relatives. 

"They work at odd jobs but even their earnings are more in the 

nature of charity then merited remuneration. 1117 At this time 

there still was a very small minority of professionals, teachers, 

lawyers, jour nalists, pharmacists, and doctors. The even 

fewer remaining upper class Jews were bankers and merchants. 

Yet it mattered not how wealthy one was when, as was becoming 

common place, the local Moslems were incited against this small 

group who they believed to be associated with the Zionists of 

Palestine. By the early 1950's, t he better part of the well-to-do 

minority emigrated to neighboring Lebanon and to Israel, as well 

as other parts of the world (particularly in the United States 

to New York and New Jersey). Only representatives of the lower 

and middl e class Jewish population still lived in Syria. 

"On the whole, the Damascus community, headed by Sabri Laniado, 

was impoverished, and approximately 2,500 individuals, or more 

than 50 percent of the community, were in need of the relief 

furnished by American and Beirut Jewry. The Aleppan Jewish 

community under the guidance of Chief Rabbi Moshe Taweel was 

it 111s 
languishing in similar stra s. 

As above mentioned, the early 

of any upper class of Syrian Jewry. 

Syrian Ministry of Justice froze all 
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"in January, 1952 the Zilkba Bank of Damascus, the only 

remaining Jewish-owned business establishment of importance in 

Syria, was closed by the authorities and forced to wind up its 

business and liquidate by April 1, 1952."19 

By the mid-1950's, Syrian Jewry was undoubtedly the poorest 

and least educated of all the Jewish communities in the Eastern 

Mediterranean. Estimates went as high as 90% of Damascus Jewry 

as having no income , living on assistance from the American 

Joint Distribution Committee. 20 

It appears that integration in Syria was difficult for 

many of the same reasons as in Egypt. One stigma was the 

identification with the West, and in particular with French 

culture in the face of continually growing Arab nationalism. 

The second stigma since the late 1940's was the close association 

of all Jews with Israel, the enemy in this case. After the 

first war in 1948-49, Jews were not welcome in political parties. 

During the Sinai Campaign, Jews were not employed in public 

posts, nor by large corporations. Only in Aleppo did a very 

small part of Syrian Jewry prosper. There a few doctors and a 

few businessmen continued to do well, until the next war. 

With the continued political turmoil the community was 

isolated from contact with foreigners by the early sixUtes. 

Throughout this period to the present, the following ecane1itie 

restrictions have been enforced (see concluding pages 

Political Overview): prohibition of employment as 

government offices; public companies and bankS!• 

without compensation and revocation of ~i«~s 
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permission to obtain l i censes for export and import businesses; 

orders to Army personnel and government employees not to buy 

in Jewish owned stor es (see document in Appendix); a ban on the 

sale by Jews of their houses or other real estate ; government 

seizure of the property of Jews who die and have relatives 

abroad. 

In 1972, Jewish r efugees recently arrived from Damascus 

gave a detailed account of the economic life there. They told 

of a 'white list', a government appr oved list of a small group 

of Jews allowed to operate stores outside the Jewish Quarter. 

(See Sheldon Kirshner' ·s Canadian Jewish News articles in Appendix) 

Several of those on the list were reported to have even received 

money from the Syrian government to build up and improve their 

establishments. The emigrant s told that when foreign visitors 

come to inquire after the plight of Syrian Jews, they are 

brought by government officials to this area to these show pieces. 

Some seventy-five other families have members who have 

managed to retain jobs, usually because they are experienced 

workers or craftsmen. Yet, they are paid one-fifth to one-tenth 

the salary of what a Moslem with similar qualifications would 

earn. Some are able to stay in business by arrangement with 

a Moslem who officially does the exporting and importing 

(Jews are forbidden to do so), and demands a sizable cut 'fl. 

profits for his services. There are also five or siK ~~ ..... 

doctors who are are allowed to practice, but only 

Quarter. They are not allowed 

denied use of hospital facilities. 
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cardiogram even under the most dire of circumstances. However, 

the few Jewish lawyers are not even this well ff o . They 

cannot obtain clients at all, for they are at a decided 

disadvantage in the courts, and therefore most of the lawyers 

survive by working at menial tasks. This situation was shown 

true to the v.orld. in .the .1974 trumped up trial of Yussef Shalouh 

and Azur Zalta for the murder of four girls and two boys from 

Damascus supposedly attempting to escape Syria. This incident 

is dealt with in detail in the 'Political Overview' and in the 

Appendix. In that the accused were denied local attorneys, 

including Jewish volunteer-lawyers in Syria, the U.S. National 

District Attorneys' Association volunteered counsel or even to 

merely attend the trial as representatives of the global 

community. (See letter from Attorney's Association in Appendix) 

(See Appendix "Rescue" reprints for tragic story of Shimon 

Khabas, a young Syrian Jew who desperately needed serious medical 

attention.) 

The remainder of the Damascus community includes some two-

hundred beggars, dependent upon charity. The Jewish community 

provides some charity, but this is but only enough to support 

each person for serval days of each month. Some charity is 

received from funds like Keren Yitzhak Shalom, named for a late 

Syrian-born American philanthropist. These funds are capable 
21 

of giving less than $4.00 per person per month. In between 

this group 

small-time 

streets. 
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This ugly picture is but a mirror image of the Aleppo 

community . Yet, both are still somewhat better off than the 

isolated community in Qamishli. There, the five kilometer 

traveling restriction is felt the hardest, as many of the Jews 

there had been peddlars and regional traders in the surrounding 

. 22 villages. 
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D. EDUCATION OVERVIEW 

In the field of education one of the greatest transformations 

took place for Middle East Jewry. Illiteracy, common a hundred 

years ago was gradually eliminated. Graduates of secondary and 

higher education increased, along with the number of women in 

attendance. Simultaneously, there was a decline in the number 

o f religious schools and their students. 

Among the Jews of Syria there is no accurate census of 

i l l ite racy. Yet the f ollowing table from Israel (1961) gives a 

glimps e of not only the contrast between the countries of origin, 

but points out the progress made over the past century. 
1 (See p.55) 

The most powerful force in the education of Jews in the 

Middle East was the school system of the Alliance Israelite 

Universelle, as well as other foreign schools . 2 Over the past 

one hundred years the majority of Jewish children of not only 

Syria and Lebanon, but also Egypt studied in such schools. 

In the sparsely educated Middle East, they became relatively 

well-educated. They were taught under foreign curricula which 

too often left them with the scar of not mastering Arabic, 

especially if there was a local dialect. Being placed in the 

position of learning foreign languages drew the younger peop1e 

closer to European countries in terms of political aspirations 

and cultural values. It thereby transformed them into a 

foreign group in their own society. One can 

problems that arose from this French-oriented edue ~ 
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PERCENTAGES OF LITERATE PERSONS AMONG MIDDLE EAST-BORN JEWS I N 
ISRAEL (AGED 14 AND OVER), BY COUNTRY OF BIRTH, SEX AND AGE AT 

IMMIGRATION, AND MEDIAN YEARS OF STUDY(l) 

Country of birth Age at time of imnigration Median years 
60+ of study 

15-29 30- 44 45-59 

Egypt and the Sudan 94 . 7 90.2 75.6 62.1 
Turkey 84.1 68.3 54.7 34 . 3 
Slria and Lebanon 76.0 58.3 46.9 48.8 
Iraq 69.5 52.9 39.2 27.8 
Iran 63.7 47 . 2 31. 5 23.0 
Yeme n and Aden 45.0 35.5 28.6 30.8 

Men 

Egypt and the Sudan 95.6 92.2 83.4 78.9 9.3 
89.4 79.4 71. 3 56.6 6.6 Turkey 
87.2 83 . 4 68.8 71. 7 Syria and Lebanon 

51. 3 7.4 82.7 75.7 62.2 Iraq 
81. 3 70.5 52 . 3 38.2 6 . 4 Iran 

Yemen and Aden 74.5 64.5 56 . 5 57.1 6.0 

Women 

Egypt and the Sudan 93.9 
42.1 22.5 5 .3 78.4 58 . 1 Turkey 

65.0 37 . 4 30.l 22.5 
S~rian and Lebanon 6.8 2.9 56.1 28.5 14.2 Iraq 8.4 (3.2) 1. 0 46.5 21. 5 

0 .8 Iran 2.5 (1. 8) Yemen and Aden 18.1 4.9 
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Alliance schools in light of the F rench Mandate in Syria and 

the period since then. Wh'l th 1 e is school system set them in 

good stead with the French intruders wi'th whom they could 

easily communicate, they had thereby placed themselves in 

opposition to the majority, their Moslem, mainly anti-French 

neighbors . (See Sect ion I I "Poli ti cal History") 

Another fascinating aspect of this international education 

is that it even taught the children to be radically different 

from their parents. Yet it did not cause a break or even a 

tremendous gap in the nuclear family. While it did alienate 

many from traditional religiosity, it did not lead to 

assimilation or conversion. 

Language training was not on~ystressed in the Alliance and 

foreign schools, but also in schools of the local communities. 

The children were taught two or three languages from the age 

of six or seven. Since in the earlier part of the period under 

discussion children remained in school for only four or five 

years, students often were fluent in several languages, but 

literate in none of them . As time progressed, the length of 

a student's education lengthened and students developed literacy 

in several languages. This competency allowed some students 

to continue in European schools of higher learning or to 

receive positions as officials in the civil service, particula•lY 

during the Mandate, in banks and businesses 

with several languages were valued. 

Originally children of Middle Eastern 

'heder' at the advanced age of three o~ f@''Wli~A~ 
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were differ ent than in the modern American sense 
• in that 

children actually began to read and write there. This then 

meant that for a young child, much more time was spent studying 

than given to playtime. The meth d 1 f o o ogy or all teaching was 

traditional - it was ent irely by rote. Discussions and 

analyzing problems were absent from all Middle Eastern 

education. 

Meanwhile, the nineteenth century saw numerous publications 

of a religious nature in these communities . However, in the 

twentieth century few religious documents were published by 

their rabbis, and most of those that were, were published in 

Palestine. The Jews of Syria in the twentieth century 

published very little; even t heir communal periodical was 

based in and published in Beirut. In that the overall Jewish 

population of the Middle East spoke numerous languages, (Arabic, 

Persian, Turkish, European languages etc . ) and had no common 

language, very little literature was widespread. It should 

be noted that Arabic, though widely spoken, was not a widespread 

literary language. Likewise, there was practically no Jewish 

theater in the entire Middle East. Music, not exclusively 

depending on lengthy written pieces was the one form of art that 

fully developed in this region. Music was developed both 

religiously and secularly. 

The demographic and economic 

and Aleppo, already mentioned, were mirrored and 

in the educational framework. Due to 

and emmigration too, it is not always 
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differences statistically between the two cities. In a general 

sense, traditional education was widespread in Aleppo, though 

later declining, while both traditional and secular education 

was less advanced in Damascus.3 In either type school, "even in 

the Mandatory period, most Jewish boys went to some sort of 

Jewish school whether the Jewish version of the Kuttab, (the 

traditional elementary) or the schools of the Alliance Israelite 

Universelle. 114 

Yeshivot had existed in Aleppo in the eleventh and twelfth 

centuries and were revitalized with the arrival of the Spanish 

exiles in the 1500's, and then continued to serve the community 

until the end of the nineteenth century. However, the Damascus 

yeshivot existed primarily in the sixteenth and seventeenth 

centuries. Yehiel Fischel Kastleman, a traveler of the past 

century, visited both cities in 1859 and wrote that there were 

many yeshivot in Aleppo with many rabbis, while he found only 

h . . D 5 one yes 1va in amascus. Another traveler, Wolff Schur, 

several years later in 1875 wrote of a large yeshiva in Aleppo 

with many studying Talmud and the legal aspects of the tradition. 

Only in Aleppo and Baghdad, he claimed, could "people be found 

who were erudite in Talmud and who could reach down to its 
6 

depths and bring up its most precious pearls." Visiting .6c\t»JlO, 

Ephraim Neumark took note of numerous yeshivot, better e~en 

those of Baghdad, because 

actually participated in all aspects of study 

they supported poor yeshivot students. 

found but one yeshiva with about ten 'c•~iall 
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few hours per day. 7 

While the religiosity of the student s of these pre-World 

War I yeshivot l ived on through their children and grandchildren, 

the institutions themselves began to decline prior to the War. 

The ' Reshi t Hochma Yeshiva' was established prior to the war 

for Talmud studies and foreign languages, However, it closed 

with the advent of the War. Another school , The Institute for 

the Teaching of Talmud was established after the War, mostly 

attended by destitute students (20 in 1925 and 30 in 1930), who 

received communal financial support . Along with traditional 

studies, they learned some French and Arabic. 8 
By the close 

of World War II no yeshivot remained in Aleppo, although the 

community continued to train rabbis. 

In the realm of other religious schools, Aleppo Jewry was 

somewhat more successful. In 1911, the traveler Abraham Elmaleh 

had much to report from Damascus. He wrote that some five 

hundred children, about i of the city's Jewish children, 

attended the hederim which were not very well off . His 

depressing description showed a dark, damp building where children 

sat crowded on worn-out mats in f r ont of their old , miserable 

Rabbi. This teacher would r ead chapters of Tanach, Zahar, and 

Ein Yaakov without their comprehending any of it. The students 

wer e thin, weak and dirty. 9 In 1895 the Jewish comnunity 

transferred its Talmud Torah to the auspices of 

Within a short period, they in turn 

secular subjects into the school. Seven 

students attended the school in 1910. 
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ceased subsidizing the school in 1911 
' 

withdrew from this joint endeavor.lo 

When some of the four hundred and 

the Alliance then 

fifty students of the 

two Talmud Torahs transferred to Alliance schools in 1924, the 

Talmud Torahs closed. Several years later a new Talmud Torah 

opened having some three hundred students in 1938. However, due 

to monetary difficulties in 1939, it too closed. It later 

reopened in 1941 and was placed under the direction of the 

Alliance.
11 

This school lasted only until 1945 when all Alliance 

schools, as well as all foreign schools, were shut down by the 

new, independent government. "Following the liberation ... from 

French Mandatory rule, they were closed because they were deemed 

French schools with Paris headquarters. To meet new requirements 

they were ordered to effect basic changes in their curricula. 

Arabic was to become the principle language of instruction. 

Importance was to be attached to the study of Arab history and 

subjects fostering the development of Arab national sentiment; 

local directors were to be appointed. 1112 Schools were forbidden 

to use Palestinian textbooks for the study of Hebrew. As well, 

all teachers subjected of harboring Zionist ideas were dismissed. 

Even every lecture delivered to a Jewish group had to be first 

cleared with the political police. 13 To circumvent the law 

1 1 Supposedly new school, mainlf c osing foreign schoo s, a 

incorporating the students and previous 

Talmud Torah Ben-Maymon was opened . It 

government's school curriculum and in July; 

pupils passed the government elementarj &'X 
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school was, however, closed in 1947 when the government allowed 

the Alliance to again serve the Syrian Jewish communities. 

The justification of closing foreign schools and of 

introducing Arab culture, history, and even propaganda is 

understandable. However, several other decrees were much less 

so . The Ministry of Education restricted the study of Hebrew 

and then banned it altogether. While other national minorities 

were allowed to teach their languages, Hebrew, the Jewish 

language was not. 15 In 1950 the building of the Alliance 

school in Aleppo was seized by the government. However, when 

they took over the building in Damascus of the Alliance, it 

should be mentioned that classes were held in private houses 

16 and apartments. 

Overall, "it can be seen that the traditional schools in 

Damascus were most unstable ceasing to exist in 1941. It was 

revived in 1950, when the Ozar Hatorah Society of New York 

succeeded in establishing a religious school which in 1959 was 

attended by three hundred and forty pupils. On the other hand 

the heders in Aleppo fared better.
1117 

Only one established Talmud Torah existed there in 1926 

with two hundred and forty five pupils enrolled there.
18 

However, with a large demand for more religious education, •~e 

previous year a new Talmud Torah was formed with some ti~e 
19 

hundred prospective students. 

had practically disappeared in Damascus, in Al~RAQ 

that there was stability in these two 

the older school bad an enrollment Qi illfBDUJ~~ 
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and the newer , lar ger school had some s i·x 20 hundred students . 

While up t o 1939 a ll J ewish schools had taught pr imarily J ewish 

subjects, it was in late 1939 t hat t he first government 

curricul um was instituted. Then with t he large scale emigration 

of the 1940' s and the establishment of the state of Israel, 

religious education dec l ined . The remaining Talmud Torah was 

then trans f erred t o the Ozar Hat orah Society , which then 

supported a second school. In 1959, four hundred and twenty 

six childr en were s t udying i n these two schools~1 The numbers 

shown for t he 1930's and 1940's certainly do not include all 

the children of these communi ties. Many poor er families gave 

thei r children only a meager education - usual ly basic 

religious education. "Despite the fact t hat elementary education 

is free i n the Governme nt schools , t hes e are seldom attended 

by t he poorer Jewis h children , because of distance from Jewish 

quar ter s and because parents or those responsible are anxious 

to give the children the ess ent ials of Jewish religion and 

observances i n Jewis h community schools .
22 

Anothe r prominent fo rm of education was the Christian 

schools . In Damascus i n 1924 , one hundred and fifty students 

wer e e nro l l ed and in 1929 about three hundred~3and in 1950 some 
24 

one hundred and fifty at other similar type schools. It ~•n 

be assumed that children were sent to such schools because.~ 

their high academic standards . Likewise in Aleppo~ 

wealthier Jews their sons to Mission Scbaois 

in view of 

community, 
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in Damascus. At one of thes · e missionary schools a local rabbi 

was employed to teach Hebrew.25 Jewish students were in 

attendance in both cities in Christian schools through the 

1940's. 

However, as previously mentioned, the greatest influence 

in the education of all of Middle Eastern Jewry was the schools 

of the Alliance. Its first Syrian school was founded in 1864. 

In 1910 there were 1,129 students in their schools in Damascus, 

in 1939 , 1,073 and in 1962, 458. 26 Meanwhile in Aleppo the 

first effects of the Alliance were felt in 1869 when they sent 

a teacher to the new modern school there. Its beginnings were 

di fficult in that many parents objected to the secular subjects 

and the very wealthy were not interested as their children 

were already at a Christian school. Finally, just prior to 

World War I, conditions began to appear more favorable and two 

more Alliance schools were established. 

To elaborate on a point already mentioned, in 1945 along 

with Syrian independence came the closing of all foreign based 

schools . For Damascus Jewry the Ben-Maymon Talmud Torah was 

opened for at least some of the Jewish students. However, in 

Aleppo the government opened a special Jewish school, which 

just happened to have a Muslim principal. Until the gover~~'-t 

acquiesced and replaced him with a Jewish principal most Je'§ 

boycotted the school . Then in December, 1946, unde~ 

that the Alliance would call their school 'al~!~tih1.11Wacti~~ 

(Jewish Unity) the government gave 

27 
Alliance schools. 
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Once the massive immigration of the late forties began, 

the Alliance closed down many of its schools, leaving only 

the one in Damascus. From an enrollment of 2,084 in 1939 the 

number declined to 458 in 1962 with about 25 teachers.28 

Since there has been no emigration since then, the number 

hovers about four hundred and seventy five at present. The 

actual school building already mentioned as having been taken 

over by the government in the early fifties "had been taken over 

by the Syrian Government' s Palestinian Arab Refugee Institution .... 

for the education of Arab refugees . 1129 As of July, 1971, the 

World Jewish Congress reported: "There is a Jewish school in 

Aleppo with about two hundred and fifty to two hundred and 

eighty pupils and a clinic. In Damascus a Jewish school with 

about three hundred and eighty pupils operates. The children 

of Qamishli live in Aleppo and attend the Jewish school of 

Aleppo. 1130 In 1968, several American visitors to Damascus 

were shown a Jewish school with a small group of students~ : 

"silent children at their desks; the two teachers, with tears 

i n their eyes, begged the visitors to go away: 'You cannot help 

31 
us. You can only do us harm. ' " 

In a recent article, it was noted that Arab headmasters 

have been placed over all the schools. The overcrowded Jewish 

schools teach first graders that - "The 

ought to be wiped out." The Syrians seem quite prouq 

statements, as can be seen on the following page , 

While religious education is legally limited 

week, bribes are often taken to extend t 
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•THEY DISLIKE PEOPLE LIVING IN PEACE' 

The Jews always and everywhere dislike people living in peace. since their rule 
and domination over others depend on the existence of anarchy, division and 

contention. (p. 169) 
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While we do have various figures on religious and 

secondary education, no statistics are available as to Syrian 

Jews who enrolled in various forms of higher education. Though 

Damascus has a fine university, and at one time many Jewish 

professors, few Jews have attended there. Many of those who 

completed secondary education entered commerce and the minority 

who wished to go to university, at least during the Mandate, did 

so in Europe or the United States. As a means to discourage 

Jews from higher education, general examinations are given on 

Saturdays. The few Jews who are admitted to university are 

barred from studying 'sensitive' topics like electronics, as 

they might later defect to the enemy, Israel - the Jewish 

homeland. 34 
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E . OVERVIEW OF SOCIAL CHANGES 

While the political, economic and educat1· 0 1 , na arenas were 

declining over the past half century, numerous important social 

changes occurred . Here we will confine ourselves to the areas 

of misdemeanors and crimes, and to the changes which occurred 

in the sphere of religion. 

Insofar as there are no offical records dealing with 

crimes by individuals of specific religions other methods of 

analysis become necessary. As in other areas, with the aid of 

local and regional newspapers, as well as reports by travelers 

who wrote of what they saw and heard, we seem to be able to 

create a composite picture. It appears that Jews were guilty 

only of minor offences, until questionable, politically-

instigated charges of the past twenty-five years. 

Jewish thieves were involved in petty theft, rather than 

full scale burglary. Jews embezzling money was unheard of in 

Syria . Generally, Jewish clerks and business people were 

considered totally honest by Muslim merchants. This is of 

course accentuated by the fact that graft and 'shady-dealings' 

have been a way of life in the Middle East for centuries. 

In addition cases of drunkenness and disturbing the peace , 

were rare. Murder was also seldom committed, except for 

several incidents of people losing 

family honor. It was common practice 

the Middle Eastern countries where an 

murder, he received the death penalty. 

obliged the ruler to reset the punishment to a 
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of years. 

As Hayyim Cohen pointed out: "The fact t hat only a few 

Jews were criminals may be accounted for b th · . y eir having 

grown up with the fear of God, the head of the family, whose 

authority was strong, and fear of prison, since Muslim 

prisoners usually maltreated a Jewish prisoner."1 

An offence that seemed unique to Syrian Jewry among 

Middle Eastern Jewry was widespread prost itution. It was 

centered in Damascus . This rise of a class of dancing girls 

and prostitutes was surely a sign of their abject poverty. 2 

Prostitution must have been a recognizable and problematic 

issue in Damascus for some time in that t he Chief Rabbi, Shlomo 

Alfandari (1826- 1930), demanded that women not be allowed to 

sit in cafes with men and be restricted from playing musical 

instruments. The next Chief Rabbi, Jacob Damon (1910-1923), 

asked for a specific decree from the Chief Rabbi of Istanbul, 

Hayyim Nahum, ordering the prostitutes to leave the Jewish 

Quarter . While the decree was obtained, the Governor of 

Damascus had no plans to implement it. He realized the 

complexity of the issue as the prostitutes had much influence. 

When in Damascus in 1911, Abraham Elmaleh asked the local 

Governor to force the prostitutes from the Jewish Quarter, 

the r eply received was to t he effect that this would entai~ 

expelling all of the Jewish womenl3 From this 

early Mandate, Rabbi Damon imposed a rigid ban °n 

and their families too, as several fathers 

as procurers . The actions against 



- 71 -

girl's family from praying in the synagogues, prohibiting their 

burial in the Jewish cemetery, circumcision of their sons, and 

the sale of kosher meat to them and their families. Due to 

such efforts, prostitution quickly if not radically declined, 

but it seemed just for a very short time. An article in 

Ha'aretz, as recent as August 14, 1964 reported that prostitution 

still exists among Syrian Jews. In the early 1940's an 

organization was created to help wayward girls, and it supposedly 

aided nine girls in 1941. 4 

"Special research would be required to reveal the reasons 

for prostitution among Jewish women; the poverty, the ignorance 

of religious matters and the lack of young Jewish men in 

Damascus (as a result of continuous emigration) are not 

sufficient to explain it. It seems likely that its proportions 

have been inflated because it is so rare among the Jews of the 

Middle East. 115 

As to the more recently publicized 'criminal actions' since 

the creation of the Republic of Syria, these are discussed in 

some detail in section A, "Political Overview" as well as 

documented in certain cases in the Appendix. 

In another area, with modernization and the advent of 

widespread secular education, and then the overwhelming conuaet 

with the French during the Mandate, changes had to be expected 

in the relation of younger people towards religio~-

already been alluded to 1·n the section on edueatten 

when contrasting the Aleppo and Damascus coqllDl;JO;~~itllll 

'shaking of the faith' occurred to a gre•U 
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than Aleppo, as earlier explained Aleppo was more of a 

traditionally oriented commun1·ty. I th n e early twentieth 

century there was considerable government propaganda emanating 

from Turkey supporting straying from traditional religions and 

their structuring. With all this it is fascinat ing that there 

was practically no conversion to Islam, or Christianity, 

especially with some Jewish children attending Christian schools 

and some Jews in business with Moslems, all as previously 

mentioned . As well, it is to be noted there has been no 

proselytizing of Jews by the government or local gr oups. 

This thereby allowed for some religious creativity. 

"Among the Jews of Aleppo there were many famous Rabbis who 

wrote and published religious works, especially before the 

First World War . From that time, most of the Aleppo Jews' 

writings were published in Palestine. The Damascus Jews, on 

the other hand, produced few famous Rabbis writing religious 

books, because Damascus had no well-developed Hebrew printing 

press to publish such works, and mainly because there were no 

Yeshivas there worthy of the name . "
6 

the realm Of religion has been the constant More recently in 

harassment involved in the attempt to practice Judaism. Not 

only must licenses be purchased from the government to conduct 

t With a guard always services, but time limits are se · 

. d nd their actions are limited (i.e. a Present, they are time a 

s hofar cannot be blown). To grasp the full impact &~ ~l:rfs 

i rticle by Congressm"1>. l~~I 
condition see the New York T mes a 

' 
. books may net con~ai~~~ in the Appendix. Prayer 
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past or present, spiritual or concrete. As can also be seen 

in a photograph included in the Appendix, the ancient Jewish 

cemetery of Damascus has been destroyed with a road running 

over part of it to the airport. Also note should be taken of 

Rabbi Hamra's telegrams in the Appendix "Rescue" and his pleas 

for religious articles. 

Meanwhile, "in Qamishli where 57 persons were murdered in 

pogroms following the Six-Day War, the Syrian Army has 

requisitioned four rooms of the synagogue for its own use as 

a warehouse and canteen, and there have been public burnings 

of phylacteries, prayer books and other religious articles, 

evoking scenes of Nazi bonfires in the 1930s. Qamishli has one 

80 year-old man who serves as rabbi, mohel and shohet and when 

he is gone, there will be no one to replace him." 7 

The most recent contacts with the Syrian Jewish community 

through the Committee for the Rescue of Jews in Arab Lands 

chaired by Mrs. Judy Feld of Toronto have included direct 

communication through the mail with Rabbi Ibrahim Hamra. 

Through the Dr. Ronald Feld Foundation for Jews from Arab 

Lands, numerous parcels of Jewish books and religious articles 

have been sent and received by the Jews of Damascus. However, 

no parcels are known to have reached the Aleppan Jewish community, 

headed by Rabbi Yomtov Yadid. (Take note of 

Of the above Committee 1
·n the Appendix under the headings 

"Contact" and "Rescue" - it is the only present 

communication in the world with Syrian Jews!) 

It must be taken into account that any pa~~ 
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of social change that can be extrapolated from this area are 

in vain as long as those Jews remaining in Syria continue in 

their present, unlivable predicament. 
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CHAPTER II - AN ANALYSIS OF SYRIA 

A. POLITICAL HISTORY - WORLD WAR I TO PRESENT 

(This is ~·g~ne:a1 1modern politcal history of Syria based upon 
nume:~~s h7stor7cal w~rks all found in the bibliography Any 
spec1 1c is or1ca viewpoint and quotations are footnoted, 
while general historical data is not.) 

The area today know as Syria was part of the Ottoman Empire 

from 1517 to the conclusion of 'the First World War . The better 

part of this region was divided into three vilayets: Aleppo, 

Damascus, and Beirut. The cities were controlled directly, 

while towns and rural areas had local leaders. This remained 

balanced as long as the local leaders paid their taxes and 

maintained order. 

As Western influence grew in the 19th century, the Ottoman 

Empire continued a steady decline. For centuries the Ottoman 

bureaucrats exploited the wealth of the provinces, without 

doing much of anything to increase the production of wealth. 

Consequently, as the wealth of the periphery was sucked to the 

center, areas like Syria became progressively impoverished. 

The Ottoman administration was wealth destroying, while the 

British and to a much lesser extent the French were wealth 

producing. 1 

Both the French and the British bad been active ~n ~his 

area since the Crimean war against the Russians, 1854 to f81$~ 

"France and Lebanon, after Russia's defeat, be~am •o 

her economic, cultural, and strategic interesrtsf.db.~~111111 
East ... France was able 
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of Catholicism in the Levant ... Her influence was challenged 

by the British who supported a ri·val sect, the Druze. Exploitation 

of local animosities by the big powers gave rise then , as it 

does now, to communal warfare and ethnic conflicts ... By 1914, 

nearly half the school children attended French institutions 

(in Lebanon). The Roman Catholic Church was becoming an 

instrument of French foreign policy, compensating for the failure 

of French merchants (French East I ndia Company) to open up parts 

of the Levant for trade with France. 112 

Therefore, France surely had the strongest interests in 

Syria due to ties with the Catholics and especially the 

Maronites, as wel l as the ever burgeoning commercial activities. 

Then with the dawn of the twentieth century came a regional 

cultural revival. This then matured into an Arab awakening - an 

Arab nationalist movement. (See 11 Ideology" section of this 

Chapter, as well as Antonius' The Arab Awakening) Organizing 

into semi-secret associations the nationalists began by demanding 

cultural autonomy and more participation by Arabs in the Ottoman 

government . However, these moderate concerns became more 

adamant demands when they encountered the rigid Young Turks, 

and then the fever for independence rose. However, these few 

hundred nationalists carried little weight prior to World War I. 

When the Ottoman Empire allied itself with Germany and Austro-

Hungary, the British contacted Sharif 

Syrian nationalists had also been in touch with him 

established a dialogue with 
of':!~.@~MrM 

from Saudi Arabia to Syria. 
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Syria was to serve another purpose. It would be used as a 

token of appeasement to the French . The inter-governmental 

communicat ions and alliances th roughout this period were not 

only extremely confusing but outright deceptive as the following 

illustrates : 

" I have received fo l lowing from 
General Clayton; Begins: 

my Chief Political Officer, 

'I.had interview.with Feisal yesterday and today. He 
raised the question of his policy towards the French. 
He informed me that on the advice of Lawrence he had 
agreed verbally with Clemenceau to use his efforts with 
the people to secure a French mandate for Syria on the 
understanding that France recognised Syrian independenee. 
Feisal stated frankly that he had never any intention of 
carrying out the arrangement and that Syria was bitterly 
opposed to French penetration in any form whatever . He 
said that Great Britain would be welcomed as mandatory 
Power but that he was unable to ask for a British mandate 
as he could not ascertain whether or not Great Britain 
would accept a mandate if offered. He had asked the 
Prime Minister the question but had received no direct 
reply. Feisal was obviously nervous as to the result of 
such an underhanded policy towards the French .and asked 
for my advice. I told him that in my opinion a policy of 
int rigue and deception would only recoil upon himself and 
might easily endanger Franco-British relations and as a 
consequence relat ions between Great Britain and the the 
Arabs. (3 ) 

An Arab i nsurrection began in 1916 in Hejaz, however, 

without the Syrian nationalists . With the end of the War in 

1918 Syria was conquered by Allied troops, including some troops 

commanded by Amir Feisal, son of Sherif Hussein. Feisal 

1918 and with British urging took entered Damascus in October , ' 

over the interior of the country. In accord with 

Hussein correspondence, Britain supported an 

re . 4 · and many others 
gion. However, as Antonius •..d'~•• 

Pointed out, deceptiveness existed 

The secret Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916 ~e 
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and Russia gave Syria to France as an "area of influence." 

The coastal areas were even to be directly administered by the 

French. 

Overall, the French Mandate in Syria was an insignificant 

offset to the . British hegemony in t he area. The French 

ambitions were not to limit the hegemony, but to bedevil the 

political conditions under which the hegemony was exercised. 

The end result of these games of nations was that "the British 

rulers in Baghdad and Jerusalem, and t he French in Beirut and 

Damascus, had to try and compound with resentful divided and 

defeated nationalists who regarded them as conquerers instead 

of cooperating with victorious, united and satisfied patriots 

who regarded them as liberators . 115 

As the French troops and government settled in the coastal 

areas in 1918 and early 1919, antagonisms grew between the 

nationalists and the French. "Nevertheless the French 

continued to maintain that their greatest source of trouble in 

the Near East did not lie in the Arabs but in the anti-French 

policy of the British. Although the British Government 

vehemently denied the French allegations, Mr. Balfour himself 

has admitted that "the British officers in Syria have not 

always played up to the British Ministers in Paris." M. Pichon 

summed up the French attitude towards England in the 'ea»~ 

when he wrote : "Elle l'Angleterre a voulu que 

Proch-Orient s'accomplit a son seul 

division of the Middle East to 

General Catroux writing at the 
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up the same point forcefully. 

The French were determined to occupy Syria and they occupied 

it. It would not have mattered, even if they had realized it , 

that Syria, a preponderantly Muslim country, had no sympathy 

for them as had Maronite Lebanon. Consequently, one cannot 

help asking what good did the American (King-Crane) Commission 

achieve and what useful purpose did it serve?11 6 

In July, 1919, the General Syrian Congress declared Syria 

independent. Clashes then began between the French and Arabs. 

The following March the Congress made Feisal King of Syria. 

Britain and France basically ignored this action. At the San 

Remo Conference in April they created the French Mandate for 

Syria . After the French forces were able to break the back of 

the Arab forces at Maysalun, they entered Damascus on July 25, 

1920. 7 The League of Nations officially accepted the French 

Mandate in July, 1922. 

It is extremely important to take note that the political 

institutions erected during this time were not indigenous to 

Syria or the Middle East, They did not spring from the social 

forces existing in those societies nor did they express the 

Many Arab leaders initially were true desires of the peoples. 

not discouraged from these experimentations, despite the 

limitations imposed on their independence. Many of the l!eiders 

bell..ev d th t B ' ti'sh and French influence would e a ri 
8 

new institutions took root. 

Without doubt, the bulk 

French rule which had been imposed upon th 



- 81 -

majority of t he country was Sunnite-Muslim, the French tried to 

weaken them and thereby based their government on the other 

ethnic and religious minorities. Ob · 1 v1ous y the one minority 

which could be heavily relied upon was the Christ ians. Thus 

the French created a state of "Greater Lebanon" which was the 

majority of the coastal area and heavily populated by Christians. 

They added to this area adjacent districts with Muslim majorities. 

With the creation of this division, which is today under such 

i nt ense pressure, Syria lost its economic viability. The French 

continued their divide and rule procedures and created separate 

administrative regions, emphasizing minority interests. These 

regions l i nked in a federation were: a) "Latakia, made up mainly 

of Alawites, Jebel Druze, and Alexandretta , with a large percentage 

of Turks; b) Aleppo; and c) Damascus. In spite of local 

councils, the ultimate authority was in the hands of the French 

High Commissioner, usual ly stationed in Beirut. The Syrians 

outrightly rejected the French adminstration and security as 

foreign domination. Throughout t he 1920' s there was violence 

against the French. 

The French should have l i stened to President Wilson when 

in an address to the Senate on January 22, 1917, he said : 

"No peace st or ought to last, which does not 
candn la~cep't the principle that governments derive 

recognize a f the consent of the govelfltfld, 
all their just powers rom i ts to hand peoples about 
and that no right anywhere .extys as if they web:ieo~~· 
from sovereignty to sovereign 

. t 11 nations hencefortb ~id'il~~ 
I ~ propos1~g tha l~ draw them into competat 
alliances w~1ch wou of intrigues and SeirndlJdll;l~ 
catch them in a net . ith influenee ~ 
disturb their own affairs w 
without ... 
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I am proposing government by the consent of the governed ... 119 

However, the French had deaf ears to such an outlook. Then in 

1925, the local distrubances in Jebel Druze spread into a 

nat1·onal uprising. When the r b 1 e e s reached Damascus, the French 

were beyond mild irritation and subsequently shelled the city. 

By 1927, there no longer was a Druze or Syrian revolt. (See 

Chapter I "Poli tical Overview" to see the bad effects this had 

on the Jews of Syria) 

Finally appearing to take into account the Syrian nationalists, 

the French agreed to grant the Syrians i ndependence in a similar 

f ashion to the 1922 British-Iraqi agreement . This would allow 

for limited independence insofar as France would retain certain 

privileges, including the right to maintain troops in Syria. 

Thus in May, 1926, Lebanon became a republic . Being the Syrian 

nationalists' demands exceeded French interests there was no 

change in the status quo of Syrian-French relations. Finally 

in 1928, the French did away with their military regime and 

called elections for a constituent assembly. In April, a 

national coalition, unified by the ir desire to expel the French, 

won the election and their l eader, al-Atassi became President 

of the Assembly. 

The first major order of business the Assembly add~ess'd 

itself to was drafting a constitution which called fo~ t~ 

re-unification of all of Syria. 

the Assembly by the French in May, 1930. 

· h H1"gh cemmissaon&"lllSI then proclaimed by the Frenc 

called for an elected Chamber of Dep~ti§§4 
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were structured only with French approval. Though the nationalists 

f innlY objected, the general public followed the French impositions . 

once again France introduced the concept of F a rench-Syrian 

treaty which would guarantee French interests. When the Chamber 

voted down the proposals, the French closed down the Chamber in 

1934. With tempers flaring, ri' ot1'ng broke out in the spring 

of 1936 . 

In an attempt to define a political solution, a Syrian 

delegation sought out the Socialist government of Leon Blum in 

Paris. In September, 1936 a Franco-Syrian treaty was finally 

signed. After an interim period of three years Syria would 

become independent. France was guaranteed special economic, 

educational-facility, and military status. With a re-established 

government led by the "National Bloc" and President al-Atassi, 

the Syrian Chamber ratified the treaty. However, the French at 

first postponed and then refused ratification. 

Two decades of French rule had radically affected Syria's 

development. Modern areas were evident in Damascus and Aleppo; 

a network of roads had been laid; educational and health systems 

had been updated. French culture, French dress, and even speech 

were all evident throughout the country . Overall, the standard 

of living increased. In addition during the French Mandate, 

Syrian minorities felt protected, and persecuted minoritI's 

nearby countries found refuge . Kurds and Armenians eime 

throughout the 1920's and 1930's and Assyrians !e'l 

massacres in Iraq. Yet, When looking at the iiJI 

the last half-century in 



- 84 -

the French mandate. · · Syria she gained no experience in self­

rule ... Nor were there any economi·c · improvements, for both the 

French and the Syrians were more interested in politics than 

economics ... they achieved very little in two decades of rule. 11 10 

The economic scene remained unstable due to the lack of an 

official political detente with France. The "National Bloc" 

with its many factions had no unified plan on how to achieve the 

independence they desired. 

French-Syrian relations suffered a severe blow when France 

under international pressure ceded Alexandretta, a northern city, 

to Turkey. The entire area was annexed by Turkey, July , 1939 . 

Explosive riots then followed and President al-Atassi resigned. 

The Chamber was then dissolved by the French and they appointed 

a government . With the defeat of France in June, 1940, Syria 

came under the control of the Vichy government. The Italians 

and Germans under the guise of a supervising commission began 

building military bases and pro-Axis political groups. This 

intrusion by the Axis countries caused a British-Free French 

invasion of Syria and Lebanon. General Catroux, France's new 

Governor ended the Mandate and proclaimed Syria independent. 

However, the French were slow to follow this through. 

De Gaulle of 1941 was still a stubborn imperialist, no 
11 

then Winston Churchill to set subject peoples free." 

British and Americans forced them to hold e lections 

"National Bloc" again won. This time Quwwatli iW,_ ~~ 

President. Slowly, power was transfer~ed to 

administration. Article 116 granting J1rlllQl.e 

"The 

n:aore e-.er 

'Ph~ 
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was annulled in January, 1944. However, t r ouble arose over 

the French refusal to transfer their special Syri·an military 

units to the jurisdiction of the Syrian government. France 

tried to blackmail Syria by saying if the Syrians forced the 

issue, she would then call home her own defensive troops 

stationed in Syria. 

Meanwhile the international community had begun to take 

not e of Syria. In 1944, Russia and the United States recognized 

Syria, and England followed suit in 1945. As well, the new Arab 

League supported Syr i a . I n a show of sovereignty in February, 

1945, Syria declared war on the Axis forces and then became in 

April one of the founding members of the United Nations. In 

that the French still refused to withdraw all troops, anti-French 

riots broke out in May and as previously, the French shelled 

Damascus. Great Britain then demanded a cease fire, and by the 

end of the year the French and British under United Nations' 

pressure had agreed on withdrawing their troops from the area. 

With the removal of a ll French troops April 17 was declared 

"Withdrawal Day", and i t still r emains a national holiday . 

It quickly became apparent that Syria had no strong leadership 

t f · d d c "Economic and o guide her from the womb o in epen en e . 

d l.· n the cities under merchant, banker social power were centere 

and priest. Feudal landowners paid little heed to political 

affairs as long as their own peroga t ives remained und~&.~l»"be.,• 

Syr1·ans d need for radical who perceive a 

accurately, that change would be 

the mercantile-clerical coalition could b~e 
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Political force, the "National Bl " d' oc isintegrated soon after 

its goal had been realized. Traditional leadership as described 

in Section B, "Tradition" of this Chapter, was no help. Aleppan 

leaders were based in the People's Party, in juxtaposition to 

Damascene leaders and their National Party. As elaborated in 

Section B, the minorities were loyal fi rst, as in the past, to 

their communities, and the tribes and clans to their own leaders. 

The elections of 1947 exemplified the divisions with no strong 

party. The parl iament was composed of numerous clan interests. 

This instability prompted consideration of union with neighbors 

Iraq and Jordan. Generally, the Aleppo leaders supported such 

union plans, while Damascene leaders and most Syrian governments 

opposed them together with Egypt and Saudi Arabia. With a 

combination of internal instability and plans calling for and 

against unions, Syria became an arena of power conflicts, leading 

to even fu rther instability. 

The little stability there was, then further undermined by 

the defeat of their army in the 1948 Israeli War of Independence. 

Accusations of responsibility were readily hurreled among political 

In a move towards stabilizing the country and military leaders. 

on March 30 , 1949 , the commander of the military forces, General 

Husni al-Zayim directed the first of numerous coup d'etats, 
1i~~~-~I•: 

thereby deposed the President, Parliament, and government. 

The United States was partially responsible for'ii·~~ff .. !lf.I• 
of so many coups. By the use of the 

f . . . d reating conditions or insuring stability an c 

elections which would be won, of course, b 
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cooperative leaders . However this was t . ou side the realm of the 
average Syrian at that time. Syrians held the belief that 

government was an inconvenience imposed by foreigners to exercise 

their penchant for disruption and venality. The United States 

totally misread the situation. Th ey were the only major 

government which did not give financial support to the candidates 

they supported . "Would-be pro-American candidates defected to 

the British, the French, and the Russians, all of whom were 

astute enough to circumvent the 'free-election' strictures ... 11 13 

Due to these events, the American set up crash courses in Arabic 

for young diplomats so that they equaled the British in Arabists 

within the decade . Preceding Zayim taking full dictatorial 

power, cryptodiplomacy was the international game, but on a 

local level. 14 The "almost common" phenomena of the coup is 

discussed in depth in Section C, "Violence" of this Chapter. 

Zayim's plans included the ending of wide-spread corruption, 
15 

instituting progressive reforms, and encouraging development. 

In June, 1949, he was elected President. Certainly, Zayim's one 

notable achievement was the abol ition of religious courts . He 
. d 16 

set up a secular judicial system based on the Napoleonic co e. 

Th deposed 1·n a coup by Sami al-Hinnawi en in August, Zayim was 

k 'll d Zayim "hadn't in which Zayim and his Prime Minister were 1 e · 

1 Command - that is, that the comnander's 
earned the modern theory of 

i Conditions in which subordinates 
Principle function is to mainta n 

17 
t them .. " The have no alternative but to accep 

Previously helped put Zayim in power resented what~tiiii.. 

to be collaboration with Western powers. Th 
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favored union with Iraq. T 1 o ead towards this he restored 

parliament, which was led by Aleppo leadershi·p favoring such 

a union under his protection. However, opponents of the union 

with Iraq incited army units to rebel and · in December, 1949, 

Hinnawi was deposed by Colonel Shishakli. 

Initially, Shishakli left the government intact and ruled 

from behind the scenes as head of the army . As the army 

gradually intervened in the government, the civilian leadership 

balked . With tension in the air due to the miliary intervention, 

in December, 1951, Shishakli directed a second coup and created 

a dictatorial regime. He established the only legal political 

party, the Arab Liberation Movement to support his regime. In 

July, 1953, a new constitution was approved giving the President 

total power, and of course Shishakli was elected President. This 

gave the numerous outlawed parties a flag to rally around -

opposition to Shishakli. In February, 1954, a coup took place 

with military help and Shishakli fled. "The length of his rule 

is explained by the fact that Syrian agriculture prospered 

during this time and by the fact that he was able to unite the 

army behind him at least in the first two years of his rule ... 

(Syrian) goals and aspirations have been greater than their 

economic and military capabilities. The resulting disappointment 

l •t "18 
and frustration bas fostered instabi 1 Y· 

The previously 

d . and President al-Atassi were 
lsmissed Parliament of 1949 

restored. Still with no clear-cut leading 

co l followed each other in whaT a ition governments 
b i Then in e an endless round of success on. 
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replaced Atassi as President . 

Within a decade after the f 
ounding of an independent Syria, 

l eftist groups began to grow into · bl 
via e positions of strength. 

Most noticable were the "Arab Socialist Renaissance Party"' the 

Ba'ath, and the Communists . In the inter- Arab realm of the mid-

1950' s, Syria was l eaning towards Egypt, and October, 1955 , they 

signed a defense treaty and a joint military conunand was created . 

In the international arena, a Syrian-Russian relat ionshi p was 

blooming which has led to tremendous economic aid and weaponry . 

The first such economic accord was arranged in February, 1956. 

Then the Sinai Campaign and the Suez War brought Syria and 

Egypt closer to Russia . During this War, Syria interrupted 

major oil pipelines passing through Syria from Iraq and Saudi 

Arabia. Obviously, tensions between these countries were 

exacerbated . The lines were repaired some five months later, 

but Syria's relations with her pro-Western (and especially 

Pro- British) neighbors remained quite fragile . Syria and her 

leftis~ leaders feared outside intervention. Internally power 

was increasingly centered in the hands of the military with 

Ba•ath or communist sympathies. Though these two parties often 

Collaborated, by late 1957, their relationship had fallen apart 

t · The Ba ' atb and appeared to be leading to a confronta ion . . 

l takeover i nternally, and pro-Western eaders feared a communist 

forces f rom the outside (from Iraq, 

Israel - note that their first three 

Great Britain) . Taking into account 

turned to Egypt and Nasser and the establis 
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save their country. 

The union occurred in February 1958 "th 
' , w1 Nasser becoming 

President of the United Arab R bl" epu ic (U.A.R.) and Syria as the 

"Syrian Region of the UAR". The centralized government handled 

foreign affairs, security, education, and industry, while the 

regional governments dealt with economic and financial affairs. 

As Syrian political parties were disbanded, the union became 

more complete. Then in October the authority of the central 

government was expanded. Due to this centralization process, 

there was some small change in the dismal outlook for the 

Syrian Jewish community, as discussed in the "Political Overview" 

in Chapter I. 

As Egypt, the "bigger partner" slowly took over greater 

control of the Union, the UAR became more unpopular in Syria. 

Though the Ba'ath party had been the instigators of the union, 

now they felt put down by their limited representation (Syria 

1/3 to Egypt 2/3). While the upper classes feared the UAR 

socialist reforms already begun in Egypt, the leftists were 

displeased with the slow movement towards meaningful socialist 

reforms in Syria . As well, Syrian military officers felt 

overwhelmed by the Egyptian military. Moves toward full merger 

were made in August, 1961 when the regional governments were 

abolished and major reforms and moves toward nationalization of 

. did not set well with the lndustries were declared. This 

Syrian military, nor many Syrians. 

A Syrian officers' junta led a coup 

forcing Syria to drop out of the UAR and 
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re-established. A new Constituent Assembly was elected, but like 

earlier parliaments lacked politic 1 . . a stab1 l1ty . Nazem al-Kudsi 

a leader of the People 's Party (Ale b ' ppo- ased) was elected 

President of t he Republic . This regime was more to the right 

and did away with many of the UAR refor ms. These actions 

caused army officers in March, 1962, to carry out a counter 

coup to create a more leftist government. p resident al-Kudsi 

remained, though with a more leftist government , but if anything 

less stable. Meanwhile, Egypt still fuming over the break-up 

of the UAR i nstigated by Syria, boycotted the Arab League 

through part of 1962-63 . 

The Syrian Ba'ath party received great encouragement from 

the Iraqi Ba'ath coup of February, 1963. On March 8, 1963, the 

Syrian Ba'ath carried out another coup. Many of this group were 

members of Arab minority groups, particularly Druzes and Alawites. 

Several months of factional infighting followed . Then General 

Amin al-Haf ez maintained the leadership by playing off rival 

factions. Al-Hafez slowly purged the army and government of 

pro-Nasserites. In retaliation a pro- Nasser group unsuccessfully 

attempted a coup in July , 1963. Needless to say, the purging 

and then the suppression of t he coup did little for Syrian-Egyptain 

r elati·ons . t· r e lat1'ons were normalized again only Syrian-Egyp ian 

Prior to the Six- Day War. 

Another aspect of the 

Problematic was their call for neutralism in the 

arena. The earlier writings of Michael Aflaq 

the founders and theoreticians of the party~ 
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awareness of this issue. Howe ver, except for inter-Arab 

alliances, Syria's official policy . d remaine one which rejected 

alliances which might infringe upon their sovereignty. They 

Shunned the cold war. 11The gover t h nmen s w ich have succeeded 

the 1961 secession (from the UAR) have all held to a foreign 

policy of non-alignment, although they have also been more 

sympathetic to the East than to the West.1119 

Internally, the Ba'ath government created numerous socialist 

programs, including nationalizing banks and factories and 

redistributing land to the poor. From February to April, 1964, 

merchants and landowners held protest demonstrations, some 

leading to riots . All were brutally suppressed . Then in April, 

1964, a new temporary constitution was announced, stating that 

Syria is a "democratic socialist republic, constitut ing an 

integral part of the Arab nation." Through all this the Ba'ath 

leaders were dividing into two camps. The first was based 

around the announced party leadership and was more moderate in 

:implementing socialist policies. They also held out hope for 

total Arab unification beginning with alignment with Egypt. 

The second group was based among young party leaders, many of 

them Alawites and Druzes, who urged swift policies towards 

h Y In that this 
socializat i on. They saw Nasser as t e enem · 

b from Arab minority 
more radical group included many mem ers 

With the officers' corp which also 
groups, they had an affinity 

of minority members (excluding Jews~ . 
contained a large percentage 

ff icers were extremal~ ~­
Many of the younger army 0 

11p military officer h-d ~~ 
reviously a career as a 
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class privilege, but now commerce ff 
o ered these men greater 

opportunities and the commissioned r anks began to 
be filled with 

young men from the proletariat and the peasantry. Experiences 
with poverty and oppression had convi·nced them that only massive 

change could improve their people's lot. As they moved up the 

promot i on ladder, their views became the view of the top command. 

Bankers, merchants .... so recently able to rely upon the military 

for protection - lost their support . 1120 

In late 1965, the more moderate group ousted the radicals 

from the government and began wide-scale purges . The extr emists 

retaliated on February 23, 1966, with a ful l scale military 

coup against the "old leadership". Among those deposed and 

arrested were: Michel Aflaq, founder and ideologist of the 

Ba'ath ; Salah al-Bitar, co-founder of the party and head of the 

government; General Amin al-Hafez, military head of the "past 

government" . 

Behind the coup were two powerful figures, an Alawite 

General Salah Jadid , supported by the regional Ba'ath leadership, 

and another Alawite General, Hafez Assad, Commander of the Air 

Force and Minister of Defense. Thes e two quickly became rivals. 

I a moderate group in the government 
nsof ar as there no l onger was 

to rely upon, the Ba'ath and thereby a smaller public base 

invited the Communists into the government for the first time 

1966 the government conducted 
in Syria's history . Throughout ' 

d solidified its c0ntro~ 
far-reaching political purges an 

all vital posts inG:ihB1;•~~ 
Placing its local supporters in 

central and local governments. 
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major unions and public associations . 
The move towards 

nationalization was begun. By the following year the Ba'ath 

proclaimed that one-third of all cultivated land had been 

redistributed. 

"Three elements have characterized Syria's international 

relations since World War II: her anti-Western inclination; 

her desire to achieve an Arab political unity; and her partnership 

with the Soviet Union - a partnership that has become a discomfort 

to the United States and her allies in Europe and the Middle 

East. It is important to remember that Syria did not become 

pro- Soviet until she was unable to resolve her differences with 

the West . And she did not become very closely identified with 

the Communist bloc until she began to feel frustrated and 

disappoi nted with the failure of her Arab unity policy. 1121 

This new regime of the mid-sixties strengthened its ties 

with Russia and even tried to improve its relations with Egypt. 

It took an extreme hard line towards I s rael which forced the 

Syrian- I s raeli border to become dramatical ly tense . The 

military situat ion then compelled Syria to rely even more upon 

S · All this then led to the oviet technicians and weaponry. 

Six-Day War and the Israeli takeover of the Golan Heights. With 

Israel; thi·rty-eight miles from Damascus, Syria .... t roops merely 

agreed to a United Nations ceasefire, though she opposed a 

Poi· In 11·ne with this attitude, Syria itical settlement. 

rejected the November, 1967, Security Council res~lutto.q IJP)$ 

refused to cooperate 

In a further support 

. th u N •s peace env.oy., Q~I 
with e · · 

of her radical position, SY~ 



- 95 -

full support to the fedayim organizations, the Palestinian 

guerilla factions . This stand 
was proven in 1968 by the Ba'ath 's 

creation of Al'Saiqa. However, the . 1 guer1 las were not free to 
set up an independent establishment · within Syria, but rather 

were kept under strict supervision by the Syrian government. 

The Six-Day War had done nothing to unify the government 

leadership. Until October, 1968, the dominant group was led 

by Jadid . However, his faction was isolated internally and in 

the Arab wor ld. Then in October a more nat i onalistic group 

forced itself into the dominant role. I ts goals were to r educe 

Syria's reliance upon the USSR, improve relations with the Arab 

world, and the renewal of the fight against Israel. The leader 

of this faction was General Assad, Minister of Defense . 

By arresting many of the Communists in 1969, and by a May-

government s hake up, Assad strengthened his hand. Due to Syria's 

continued reliance on Soviet mil itary and financial aid, as 

well as pressure from Egypt, the Assad regime was forced to 

continue to accept the leftist faction in an uncomfortable, 

competitive rivalry. Throughout 1969 and 1970 Syria continually 

supported the f edayim groups against the established governments 

of Lebanon and Jordan. Syria t hreatened to intervene several 

times and then in September, 1970, began a military engagement 

With Embarrassingly they were repulsed. 
the fedayim into Jordan. 

General Assad took complete power in November, 1970. He 

removed t • from the government and hadimtS~ 
the opposition fac ion 

of them ' C uncil" was then called ~~ 
arrested. A "People s 0 

norn · . f the Republic in Mareh, 
lnated Assad as President 0 
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In a plebiscite as the only candidate h 
e received 99.2% of the 

vote. The following month the new p .d 
resi ent stepped down from 

the the post. Premiership and appointed a loyal follower to 

This new regime quickly attempted to rectify Syria's poor 

standing with her Arab neighbors and the rest of the Arab world. 

It appeared as though Assad was willing to modify, as least 

slightly, the previous regimes ultra-extremism and even go so 

far as to align itself with Egypt, Libya, and Sudan as the 

Federation of Arab Republics. Syria even attempted to moderate 

the Jordanian fedayim fighting, though she was unsuccessful in 

these endeavors. More successful was the revival of the Eastern 

Command against Israel, which fought more effectively then ever 

before in the 1973 Yorn Kippur War. The Syrian economy suffered 

heavily during that war and this did little to instill calm 

towards the Jewish minority. 

Russia was forced to accept Assad and his fait accompli 

though she had backed his political opponents. The Syrians' new 

policy of openness led to the restoration of relations with many 

· 1973 This then allowed for countries including Britain in · 

tr;es Meanwhile, economic agreements with numerous European coun i • 

improved relations with the United States have proceeded at a 

relatively slow pace. Though queries have been passed by the 

U . the plight of the Jews of 
nited States government concerning 

s answered with political rhetoric. 
Yria, the inquiries have been 

( Attorneys' letter in Appendix) 
See Newsweek article and U.S. 
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B. TRADITION - ISLAM AND LEADERSHIP 

Politics are often intertwined with religion, and this has 

been undoubtedly true throughout the Middle E t as . It is no 

exaggeration to say that one cannot ful ly comprehend the complex 

political configurations without giving attention to the religious 

characteristics . However , while Islam pervades the geographical 

area, Muslims greatly differ in culture and orthodoxy. Especially 

in Syria can numerous rel i gious varieties be found. For instance 

the Druze are a mystical, heretical sect of Islam. In northern 

Syria live the Alawites who are a mixture of Christianity, Islam, 

and pagan beliefs . As well as the small J ewish community, there 

are various Christian groups: Maronites, Greek Orthodox, 

Assyrian Christ ians, and Armenian Christians . (See chart of 

minori tes in Sect ion E, "Minorities" of this Chapter) However, 

whether in Syria or any othe r Middle Eastern country, exclusive 

of Israel, the majority of each country's population is Muslim. 

Overall there are some five hundred million adherents to Islam 

throughout the world. 

Literally, Islam means the surrender of man to God - Allah. 

1 1 d to Muhammed 
This primordial and ultimate religion was revea e 

b to Submit to a simple affirmation 
eginning in 610. One only needs 

1
. One repeats the 'shadada': There 

Of faith to become a Mus im. · --
. Muh"mmed is the messenger of The God . 
ls no god, but The God and a.u~ 

Theo logy as s u ch is 

of Islam guaranteed the 

through it justified a sense of 

absolute of moral bl amel essness 

Yet, "the perfectien 
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superiority that i s conveyed by possession of t he f ullest 

measure of trut h . .. 112 

The message f or Mus l ims in terms of 
revelat ion is embodied 

in the Quran . All t rut h is derived from i t s words 
1 though 

history has seen va r i ous Cal iphates use dif f erent interpretations 

of the Quran. Among t he truths :is t he prescr i pt ion for regulating 

the po l itical and social affairs of manki nd. Therefore , Islam 

makes no distinction bet ween the state and the r ealm of bel i evers. 

Until most r ecent t i mes , t here was no concept of a secular ruler 

in the Islamic world . "Democracy . . . met the oppostion of rel i gi ous 

and conservative e l ements who viewed it as incompatible with 

traditional patter ns of authority. It fai l ed to win the support 

of the lay pub lic whi ch forms t he backbone of any democratic 

society, since the ve r y c lass that i dent i f i es its interests with 

those of democracy was lacki ng . 113 

Ot her tha n the professing of one ' s f aith, there is little 

that a Mus lim is obl i gated t o do. He s houl d make a contribution 

to the poor ; he should make at least one pi lgrimage to Mecca ; 

he da i' l y,· and duri ng t he month of Ramadan should pra y five times 

h However, there is really no e shoul d fast dur i ng the dayt ime . 

ct· r e li' gi·ous and secular acts and obligations. istinct ion between 

Can be Categorized into two main groups , 
Over all , Muslims 

d the Shi'ites, largely 
t he maj ority Sunnites (as in Syria), an 

found in Iraq, Iran, Pakistan, India , and Yemen . 

thesis to examine 
As it is the pu~pose of this 

to be able to p&~ee~ve 
Jewis h conununity, it is necessary ....... ~~-
maJ·o . i·ve and at times hav.e 

r1ty among whom they 1 



- 100 -

with . Though we fully recognize these 
Muslims who reside in 

Syria as "considerably different" than the small Jewish 
communities, we still need to attempt t o understand an integral 
part of their lives - religion. 

Since the abolition of the 1 ca iphate in Turkey in 1924 , 

there has been no central symbolic leadership to a Muslim. His 

obligations are to God and not to any church or to any individual 

who claims to speak for God. With little formal authority 

remaining in this period of modernization, most Muslims are 

today willing to surrender to the pressures of the times, yet 

they remain vulnerable to religious nostalgia and rhetoric . 

Due to this, political and social change must still accomodate 

itself to the lingering religious consciousness of the populous 

and to the vested interests of the small, but vocal cleric class. 

Yet because Islam is so entwined with everyday life, any 

kind of social reform produces religious reform as well. In 

reaction to any type of social-religious r eforms an Islamic 

puritan i cal movement was created . In 1927, an Egyptian school 

teacher founded the Muslim Brotherhood. Though it was centered 

in Egypt and later banned there ( 1954 ), it spread throughout 

the Arab world. They attempted to force governments to "mend 

their ways", and eventually their secret members resorted to 

"The neo-Islamic totalitarian 
Violence, including assassination. 

t They eoncentr.-te 
movements are essentially facist movemen s . 

enlarge the power 
on mobilizing passion and violence to 

Charismatic leader and the solidarity 
v1 · lY as a means :lh!>? lte~:dB 

ew material progress primari 
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S trength for political expansion, d 
an entirely deny individual 

and social f reedom. They champion the values and 
emotions of 

a heroic past, but repress all free criti· c 1 1 
. 

a ana ys1s of either 

past or present problems. "4 Such groups cannot hold back the 

flood- gates of modernization. For the people of Syria after 

the Arab awakening to nationalism after World War I, there 

existed even deeper dissatisfaction with their existing 

political, social and economic system, and the French and their 

compatriots symbolized all of this. Unfortunately, with these 

ever burgeoning frustrations, anyone associated with t he symbol 

as the Jews were to the French , also became the target for the 

outgrowths of frustration. Yet, much of what the Syrian people 

desired was merely an Arab version of what the French intruders 

had. Therefore, they were not really i nterested in reinforcing 

traditional Islam, just the message of Islam - a world of 

compassion, equality, and unity. What they sought was a 

nationalistic, industrial ized entity which would in effect 

revolutionize their society. This would in turn cause religious 

patterns to change to the extent that religion has become a 

vehicle wh ich the state has used for its own interests when it 

so desires. 

Underlying aspect of traditionalism While religion has been one 

in Syria, another of equal if not greater importance has been 

the traditional patrimonial leadership. The patriarchial system 

· · ti and usually is 
ls at the base of all traditional socie es 

confined to household groups. The authority binds ~e ~a 

and family. The leader or household head "has :ns 
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staff and no machinery to enforce hi . 11 s wi ·· .The members of 
the household stand in an entirely personal relation to him. 

They obey him and he commands them in the belief that his 

right and their duty are part of an inviolable order that has 

the sanctity of immoral tradition. o riginally the efficacy 

of this belief depended on the fear of magical evils that would 

befall the innovator and the community that condoned a breach 

of custom·" 5 This system in an expanded form is the patrimonial 

system. Bendix defines this society as "an extension of the 

ruler's household in which the relation between the ruler and 

his officials remains on the basis of paternal authority and 

6 filial dependence.'' This patrimonial system continues to exist 

on the local and regional levels in Syria and has contributed 

to the instability of the central Syrian government through 

the present Assad regime . Due to the old elite excluding new 

aspirants, they engendered a counter-elite within its own social 

class. This has been indirectly discussed in the previous 

section, "Political History". 

Another aspect of this continued instability was that the 

native elite did not exercise sustained authoritative power 

Prior to 1946. "During the Mandate, uneasy cooperation between 

nationalist leaders and the French was regularly punctuated by 

tt on the Syrian side; 
open rebellion, passive resistance, boyco s 

bombardment o:f! 
martial law, constitutional suspension, 

Civilians on the French side. 

the elite stood by impotently 
an us areas within tbe ~~Ull!~ 

nexed to Lebanon, autonomo 
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were established , and Alexandretta was ceded to Turkey. 

Meanwhile, the French Parliament refused t o ratify the 1936 

treaty which granted self-rule within the context of an alliance. 

Only after the British wartime occupati·on l d . d cou in ependence 

b asserted Syria, then, had n ff e · o e ective native leadership 

on the international level until 1946 .... The Mandate strengthened 

their (the wealthys') power. Since the French relied upon the 

collaborat i on of the wealthy upper class, that is on landowners, 

(they) could make no fundamental reforms in the land system .... 

The wealth of the landlord- mer chant elite was thus increased 

by Mandatory policy, while their aspirations for power were 

constantly thwarted . The French played the classic game of 

devisiveness . Every internal minority - linguistic, ethnic, 

regional, religious, or nomadic - was encouraged to develop 

its own case. 117 

The continual rival ry between Aleppo and Damascus clans, 

the fai lure of coalitions in the parliamentary system, the 

Playing-off of groups by various Presidents over the past 

thirty year s of independe~t Syria can all be traced back to what 

can be termed "ins ti tutionalized-patrimonial-ri valry." This 

l·s Uni·ty has been and continues to be one 
not unique to Syria. 

of the and least achieved goals in Arab most sought after 

history. Assad and those who preceded and were moderately 

rivalry and conflict to buttress 
successful, have used political 

their own leadership positions. 
Unfortunately most 0~ ti! 

what Manf.De&7Bar.l.af!dJM4~1i 



- 104 -

tensions into balances" and the capacity to hold society 

together "through conflict no less th an through collaboration."8 

In addition the Mandate and post-Mand t a e government leaders 

had "accepted democratic institutions without attempting to 

adapt them to existing conditions. Th e people were neither 

able nor seriously permitted to participate in the political 

processes, while intense rivalries divided leaders who were 

vying for power. Democracy failed to command either the 

respect or the allegiance of the common people in the way that 

God's law and the Islamic system had done in the past. 119 

Certainly what has more recently made Assad an effective 

leader and allowed him to maintain his position has been the 

militar y. This is analagous to any patrimonial leadership 

situation for the military must be at the disposal of the leader. 

So for Syrian and moreover Middle Eastern political leaders, 

military fo rce has been a major factor in rising to and maintaining 

position and power . "The struggles for success ion were mostly 

settled by civil war and by coup d'etat, with the outcome 

general ly as closely related to the structure of the military 
· t .. lo Certainly 

command as to the prevailing political environmen · 

in Syria the military has had both a stabilizing effect as during 

the or as a disruptive force as during 
Present Assad regime, 

th 1 50' s "There is bound to be a close 
e late 40's and ear Y · 

1 d the turnover of political 
relation between military upheava an 
leaders. f military coups that continues t~ 

The proliferation o 
t the failure ot ~e.,cl:e 

mark Middles Eastern politics represen 8 

and rulers to establish viable patrimonial patt,~-A@ 
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Within the military. The challenge t 1 o eadership has come not 
so much f r om the society at large as from 

within the military 
itself. When leadership rests so heavily upon the military 

itself, then it must be prepared to fall wh enever that need 

el.. ther breaks or flies out of control. 1111 w hile patrimonial 

leaders and Islam very slowly loosen their grasp on modern 

Syria, the reed has been broken numerous t imes by the military 

as Syria struggles with birth pangs and growth. 

One other area of tradition has been the Arab language 

itself - Arabic. The Arabs had "lost their geographical sense, 

their racial and political and historical memories; but they 

cling more tightly to their language, and erected it almost 

into a fatherland. 1112 "It was the Arabic language, rich in 

literature and legend, which provided the source for historical 

memories and a sense of pride, invoked to fire the imagination 

of young men who took the lead in arousing their people to 

achieve national goals."13 The general rule is that anyone who 

identified with the Arab cultural heritage and claimed Arabic 

as a native language was and is regarded as an Arab. However, 

the reality is that this excludes totally Arabic-speaking Jews 

and to some extent other Arabic-speaking minorities. 
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C. VIOLENCE 

Throughout Chapter I various types of discrimination and 

Vl.·oience have been mentioned. y 1· 0 1 . ence is a term frequently 

associated with the lifestyle of the Middle East. While student 

riots and demonstrations have been a part of Middle Eastern 

lifestyle for sometime, individual criminal violence is considerably 

lower in cities of this area than in European or American cities. 

However, group demonstrations and violence grew and became well 

publicized in the attempt by Middle Eastern countries to loosen 

and then throw off the shackles of colonial France and Great 

Britain. Such specific acts are described in the "Political 

History" section of this Chapter, and their effects on the local 

Jews in Chapter I's "Political Overview". 

"Political challenge in Syria come not from the deprived 

masses, but from the alliance between young army officers and 

the radical intelligentsia of the 'new middle class'. The 

interviews with young bureaucrats, lawyers, teachers, and 

students documented their disaffection and their groping for 

d t Status by virtue of their angerous solutions. Claiming eli e 

education and modernity, but feeling cheated by the immobile 

tr d men merge their personal frustrations 
a itional 'system', these 

w·t ways that undermine stable government 1 h national grievances in 
w· The existing tensions are 
lthout producing durable changes. 

shortsighted communication 
aggravated by the 

strategy: pronouncements are 

cannot be met. The resulting turmoil of postwar 

Prod ·x military coups Uced no less than s1 
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mobilization of intellectuals in the C ommunist movement, which 

up to now has not shown its strength 1 open Y, augurs a stormy 
111 

f ut ure. 

Beyond the realm of demonstrations and mob violence, is the 

even more uncontrolled realm of terrorism which has become 

popular in the contemporary Middle East. Syria is integrally 

involved with terrorism in that Syria is the one country which 

has continually given sanctuary to the fedayim, Palestinian 

terroris t organizations. As was evidenced by the terrorist 

campaign mounted against Jordan from Syrian territory, terrorist 

campaigns cannot be easily dealt with even by modern, well-trained 

armies. Today, many associated with these organizations live 

in the Jewish ghettos of Damascus and Aleppo. The government 

has made a concerted effort to relocate Palestinians in these 

Jewish areas. To understand the fear the terrorists instill 

among the Jewish inhabitants, see the Appendix articles by 

Edward Koch and Sheldon Kirschner. Unfortunately, terrorism 

can instill a psychology of despair . 

Another area of violence which sheds light to further 

d S . Jews is the role of the police 
un erstand the plight of the yri.an 

and the military. The police of Syria are not highly trained. 

A Mi.ddle East they do not act on their own in 
s elsewhere in the 

official business. 1 t . ly weak and not well They are re a ive 

equipped. Basically they are P
uppets to be manipulated by 

Political official s and their officers. 

Previously mentioned, there are policemen 

ghettoes, a job which certainly 
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corruption certa inly can be found 
as evidenced by the stories 

of Simon Khabas in the Appendix, as well as 
t he art icles by 

Koch and Ki rschner. I n a positive vein , as not ed i n the 

"Political Over v iew"' there have also been periods of time 

when the police pr otected the Jewish population from the Syrian 

people at large . However , the real power and ther eby eventually 

the real threat t o t he minor ities is the army . 

Certainly t he pr imary function of t he armed f orces is 

external defense . Ye t, despite Syrian r hetor ic about. def ense 

and the need fo r a str ong ar med forces for fendi ng of f Israel , 

the army ser ves several other functions . I t is the one body 

which can effectively maintain internal contr ol and stabilit y . 

As well it serves as a symbol of independence , despite t he 

dependence on Russ i a n weapons and supplies . The Syrian armed 

forces have a l s o heavily cont r ibuted to t he modernization of 

their country particularly through the educated officers ' corp . 

The s tress upon the milit ar y and ruling by power has a 

great deal of s upport outside the milit ary. "A school teacher , 

twenty- six years old and an A.U. B. graduate , described Syria's 

t' As head 
main pr obl em a s 'a government t hat is not permanen · 

of d only make s trict laws and the gover nment: "Fi rst I woul 
the laws and last of all 

reduce t he number of part i es , r enew 
b favored social reform , felt 

e a dictator." A Homs lawyer, who 

t hat 'the whole system of government' was wrong: 
. is to become a d..i!.e~-.~~~ 

The only way I can do something t take hold e ~~~~· 
A. large enlightened mino~iiya~~8at the su 
s ituation by force . . . I wi pening agricu 
break down unemployment byh 0 lOO years 
or else we will stay anot er 
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The sense that a strong man is 
needed has diffused through 

Ot her sec ts and classes. A ret· d ire army sergeant 
' an uneducated 

f ellow of sixty, said that as head of government: 

I would blow up all the government 
would respect the people and fear Ga~d ha(ve a new one that 
do that?) I would act as a dicta 0 

· How would you 
to work for their good . I am nott~~ an~ ~ducate the people 
know what is good and what is not ~c~ e and so don't 
expect the government to respect ~e .. ~ . I respect laws and 

The longing for stability underlies the desire for 

dictatorship among the young effendis . Middle Easterners many 

cent uries ago decided that t yrannical government is preferable 

to no government. . .. There is strong historical tradition for 

t he preference of despotism over instability. 112 

Going beyond the official rhetoric of large sums needed 

for military defense, one can easily see that much more money 

is allocated than is necessary for successful defense. It appears 

as though financing the military establishment is a payoff for 

support of the government and for performing other duties for 

the regime in power. It is of course easily recognized that 

the well-supplied even gaudy modern army gives the government 

additional status. Generally, conspicuous military consumption 

is extremely important to Third World political systems. 

Popular support of the military is evident as they represent 

th A teacher, "a twenty-sever year-old 
e only pillar of stability. 

Darnascene f t be frustrated by the dearth of , declared himsel o 

opportunities in Syria. He was unhappy 'because 

to g t b t have not been able 
e a better education u 

Syri ' a s main problem, he 

from the Jews. He would 

said later, was to 

be willing 'to f~t~' 

1 have wM-ted 
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e1.ther live or die . ' I f he were p .d resi ent, he would carry out 

a •complete rearmament of our army on a 1 very arge scale - even 

if we have to buy the arms from the devil since America is not 
• II 3 sell1ng. 

Though the military held tremendous behind-the-scene power, 

it was only after the Yorn Kippur War t hat t he Syrian Armed Forces 

really lent any esteem to the Syrian government. "Until 1973, 

the Syrian army was of little military consequence against the 

Israeli army . Its r ecord in the October War, however, was 

substantially different . Its soldiers fought not only bravely 

but with remarkable skill and coordination. Over the years the 

Syrian army has spawned many coups; its officer ranks are 

severely divided along communal and family lines. The Syrian 

army reflects the permanent instability of the Syrian political 

system. 114 

Certainly the following generalities of J.A. Bill find 

support in the military scene: 

Middle Eastern armies are seldom homogeneous, but dratberfl"ct 
t b ·nternal cleavage an con 1 • 

are often continually ren Y 1 S · n and Iraqi 
This has been particu~arly true ~! the i~~~~n the loyalty 
armies. Military regimes can se. ~~ ~~ time . .. The officer 
of their armies for exte~ded periot display different 
class in modernizing armies te~dsd.~ional armies. Even 
characteristics from those of. ~~c~ of those portions of 
more marked are the characteris 1 These modernizing 
ff . t e prone to coups. i i o icer corps tha ar of middle-class or g n , 

officers are likely to be y~un;~d usually extremely 
often with experience abroa ' 
nationalistic.(5) 

The fact that the Syrian 

military for support leaves 
tremendous potential 

Wh " lch generally is not good f or any minoritie£•s-~a~. 

Israel, especially for Syria's Jews. 
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years this potential for tension has been realized to tremendous 

proportions with a coup d'etat as the result. 
By now the coup 

bas become a well- established part of the Middle Eastern 

political systems; 

(See charts at end 

though nowhere more predominant 

of this section which list t he 

than in Syria. 

coups and 

assassinations) Though the coups h ave not always been violent 
' 

the threat of violence always exists . Few lives are usually 

lost in the coup itself . However in the aftermath, recriminatory 

trials may eliminate numerous people, directly or indirectly 

associated with the previous regime. 

Usually the coup is carried out by military officer s of 

field- grade rank. Generally they have been radically oriented 

and their rational for the overthrow is in the name of 

modernization and innovation. Unfortunately, as was the case 

in the late 1940's and early 1950's in Syria, such overthrows 

usually produce weak governments. The intial task of the new 

regime is therefore to consolidate their power and this usually 

leads to neglect of the goals which had been a primary reason 

for the coup. This then instigates subsequent coups. In 

addition, when a regime has been unable to command loyalty or 

t t been able to seriously 
0 legitimate its existence, it has no 

t of political development . 
move towards modernization and any sor 

This chain is broken, a s with the present Assad regime , when 

Or are lucky enough to alter 
the leader are able to 

the way in which Assad was able to do this, 

Pa " section of ges of the "Political History 
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This is all possible because of the people's long desire for 

stability. "Middle Easterners many centuries ago decided that 

tyrannical government is preferable t o no government . They 

followed caliphs, even those lacking t he spiritual qualities 

required for a def ender of the 1 1 6 aw, so ong as they were strong." 

It should be taken into account that though there have 

been numerous coups in Syria, they have never been popular forms 

of violence. The coup has always been r estricted to a f ew, 

often of the military, and has an essentially military nature. 

It has then brought to the political foref ront a class of 

people who are not truly representative of the majority of the 

masses of Syria's inhabitants . 

They tend to be imbued with notions of honor and prestige, 
and seem to be more apt to venture into foreign embroilments 
and adventures. 

They are generally narrowly educated. This is, of course, 
not true in contrast with the great masses of people in 
the Middle East nor is it strictly true with respect to ' . technology. But a major who is quite compete~t in 
supervising the repair of a tank may botch th:ngs up as 
the newly appointed minister of finance, and indeed he 
often does. 

They emphasize discipline and order above all.thi~gs. r 
Although they themselves were disloyal to their mi~ita ~ 
oaths in overthrowing a previous regime, they no) f em:n 
unquestioned obedience (and sometimes e~thu~ias~he ro 
the population along any path of modern1zat1on Y 
choose to follow. 

t gain their ends 
They are willing to use repressive for~~ev~ success in 
domestically, and military force to ac 

1 

international affairs. 
the myth of legitimatioDi 

One coup, because it fractur~s h in fact none miY. f0~ 
~ncourages future co~ps, al~i~~ies Eastern army is spm~ti 
inunediately .... Sometimes ad political lines ~a,t ~Je~ 
along so many sectari~n ~n constant conspira~! 
~lmost no way to elimina ean that of sy~I 
illustrates this better tfh onstant revo~~ 
seems to be in a state o c 
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In discussing various forms of 
violence in the Middle East 

must take into account that an one extreme act of violence 

stems from political turbulence - assassination. It has 

pervaded the entire political spectrum of the Middle East. 

From the Syrian governments alone Husni al-Zayim (1949), 

Adnan al-Makli (1955), and Adib al-Shishakli (in Brazil, 1964) 

have been assassinated, along with numerous other attempts on 

the heads of government . (See charts at conclusion of this 

section) 

The entire period under discussion in this thesis, the 

past fifty years, has beeen a transitional one for Syria. As 

, 

such it has been characterized by French intrusion and exploitation, 

the frenzied growth of nationalism, the expansion and confrontation 

of ideology, and most apparent, continual struggle for power. 

All of this has allowed for an atmosphere where assassination 

could be nurtured. "An assassination can have a high impact 

when (1) the system is highly centralized, (2) the political 

support of the victim is highly personal, (3) the 'replaceability' 

of the (4) the system is in crisis, and/or in a victim is low, 

Period of rapid political and social changes, and (S) of the 

d . nfrontation with 
eath of the victim involves the system in co 

Other powers." 
8 · a the other 

8 While #1 does not apply to yr1 , 

fo Whi'le as has been mentioned, 
ur do to varying degrees . 

in the Middle East for the 

that it has 
assassinations have been numerous 

Past h 1-5 11·ttle evidence to show 
- alf century, there 

been who support the assassins. 
effective for those 

"The Middle East has its modicum of 
v· 1 _ is indee4 
lolence - the riot, demonstrat on ,..Q:'~~ 
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over trivial provocations. Middle Eastern students have been 

politically volatile and active for much longer than their 

western counterparts. Middle Eastern governments have been 

more repressive against potentially violent movements than have 

western governments. The Arab armies have been politically 

involved quite often. Most Middle Eastern countries have 

undergone coups; a few, major and prolonged revolution. 

Assassinations of public figures have occurred not infrequently .... 

The most obviously important systemic factor of political 

violence in the Middle East is the phenonmenon of military 

intervention, resulting in the coup d'etat . 119 

Insofar as the entire Middle East has been in a state of 

ferment, the political processes of the area have obviously 

not matured. 
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Political Change by Force 
Over the past quarter- century, revolution and military takeover 
have been the most prevalent means of reaching power through­
out the Arab world. This is reflected in the fact that only one of 
the eighteen Arab States- Lebanon-can be considered a demo­
cracy. Virtually all the others have one- party systems usually 
dominated by the army. 
Since 1948, there have been thirty successful revolutions 
in the Arab countries and at least forty-four unsuccessful ones. 
The number of failures is more difficult to determine, since 
unsuccessful coups d'etat often go unreported. 
W ith rare exceptions, revolutions have been carried o~t by army 
officers, and the turnover has been rapid. Other than Egypt's 
President Nasser, none of the revolutionary leaders has re­
mained in power for more than six years; most of them have 
managed to retain control for only a short time. One. Iraq's 
Colonel Naef. was ousted after only thirteen days in power. 
Successful, and known unsuccessful, revolutions have been: 

{ Successful revolution 

H Abortive revolution 

• -

\ · 



. 30 M•rch 1949: 

t4 August 1949: 

19 December 1949: 

• 21 September 1950: 

11 January 1951: 

Colonel Husni Zaim and the army High Com­
mand overthrow the Government and arrest Pre­
sident Quwatli and others. 

Colonel Sarni Hinnawr and a group of officers 
stage a successfu l coup, accompanied by w ide­
spread arrests. They execute the President and 
Prime Minister. 

A bloodless military takeover Is engineered by 
Colonel Adib Shishakli, who becomes the ruler 
of Syria. 

An abortive, Jordanian-Inspired military coup 
leads to the arrest of manv officers and civilians. 

Colonel Shlshakli openly seizes power and de­
clares a military dictatorship, arresting a large 
number of "People's Party" supporters. 

Reports of a plot in Aleppo headed by Brigadier 
Jamil Burhani caused the arrest of many army 
officers and the Chief of Police, and their sub­
sequent purge. 

A revolt against the military dictatorship by a 
cabal of Syrian officers, Including Faisal Attasi, 
Amin Abu Assaf and Mustafa Hamdun, forces 
the resignation of Colonel Shlshakll, who has to 
leave Syria. 

tA'n .4bortlve plot to overthrow the regime causes 
wl.d••pread arrests and show trials. Aflf Blzri 
•~d a leftist Junta gain control of the Govern-
4 •nt In a partial coup. 

31 March 1962: 

8 March 1963: 

18 July t 963: 

23 February 1966: 

8 September 1966: 

February 1970: 

13 November 1970: 

(10 ) 

Failure of a coup attempted by Colonel Jasim 
Alw an and a group of middle-level officers in 

A leppo. 

A successful military coup by army officers and 

the Ba'ath Party. 

A second unsuccessful coup led by Colonel Ja­
sim Alwan and his followers, aimed at over­
throwing the Ba'athist regime. 

The moderate Ba 'athist faction is overthrown in 
a military coup led by Colonel Salah Jedid and 
other extremist pro-Ba'athist officers. 

An abortive coup led by Colonel Salim Hatoum, 
aided by Colonel Talal Asali and Fahed Shaer. 
Hatoum fled to Jordan, returned to Syria on the 
eve of the Six-Day War, apparently believing 
that he had been pardoned, and was arrested 
and executed. 

After a " white revolution" General Hafez Assad 
gained power. 

Assad ousts Salah Jedld and his supporters and 
assumes full control of the Government. 

...... 
...... 
~ 



Murder 
as a Political Weapon 

Assassination is an accepted means of polit ical expression in 
most Arab countries. Since 1948, eighteen Heads of State and 
Prime Ministers have been murdered. There have been numerous 
unsuccessful attempts on the lives of Arab politica l leaders. 
Many other public figures , pol it ica l leaders and army officers, 
have been eliminated. Altogether there have been more than 
eighty recorded political murders in the past twenty-five years. 
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' 0 ' ' i '·~ti'ec ·s·, 

14 August 1949: 

31 Ju ly 1950: 

29 October t 950: 

President Husni Zaim and former Prime Minister 
Mushin Barazi executed. 

The Commander of the ai r force, Colonel Mu­
hammed Hassan Nasser, murdered. 

General Sarni Hinawi, former ruler of Syria, mur­
dered in Beirut. 

,, . -t ~ .... \ < cc;:: 22 April 1955: 
\ ... - ... ... C:::::... ' I 

Colonel Adnan el-Maliki, Syria's Deputy Chief 
of Staff, murdered. 

27 September 1964: 

11 June 1966: 

4 June 1970: 

4 March 1972: 

10 July 1973: 

(11 ) 

Former President Adib Shishakll murdered 
exile in Brazil. 

Tama Oudah-Allah, a former Minister, 
in exile in Cairo. 

Political leader Mustafa Samana murdered 
Aleppo. 

Former Minister of Defence Muhammed 
murdered in exile In Tripoli, Lebanon. 

President Hafez el-Assad wounded in an attack 
by a would-be assassin. 

I-' 
I-' 
00 
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D. IDEOLOGY 

Ideology is a pattern of beliefs and concepts that 

rationalizes actions. It has always been . important to politics. 

This is even more true today in Syria with the ability to impart 

large amounts of propaganda or ideology to the bulk of the 

populace via the mass media . Disseminating this becomes one 

of the primary forces for legitimation, and thereby one of the 

primary functions of the government. In one sense, "the role 

of Syria seems to be to produce, not leaders, but ideas. 11 1 

Despite Syria having one of the most radical governments 

in the Middle East, some of its ideological overtones are 

religious. They are "better" because they are Moslems is a 

constant undertone. Another is that Islam offers one of the 

best ways towards modernization and all that men can aspire to 

can be found in Islam. 2 As mentioned under the topic of 

"Tradition" in this chapter, though Islam is not as strong as 

it once was, it still plays an integral part in the lives of 

most Syrians. Certainly this is true among the poorer people, 

as well as a more covert and subconscious religiosity among the 

newer middle class . "The illusion of Muslim political grandeur, 

1 after its reality 
Which circumstances allowed to continue ong 

had d duri'ng the 19th century, and ceased, was shattere 

nationalism, the dominant note of the 

in as a reaction to defeat as a tool, 

the overruling passion of the 

There can be no question that 

East i· tic is thoroughly nationa 19 • 

contemporary West, came 

as it were, to grow into 
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collective resentment and the sharing of d" 
iscontent. There are 

few people in the Middle East who cannot concoct some sort of 

J·ustification for being resentful ag · t ains others, usually 

foreigners for the malaise of the t· f imes, or the chronic 

underdevelopment of the area, and for their legacy of political 

and social problems. Nationalistic energy is itself a pseudo­

resolution of the problems facing a people, but diverting 

responsibility to others makes the unsolved difficulties more 

palatable . It is manifestly easier to share discontent when 

people share other things in common, a living space or a language, 

for example . One might, without doing too much harm to 

Ibn Khaldun's original concept, refer to nationalism on the 

village and tribal dimension as 'asabiyya', that sense of 

togetherness of family and clan and the propinquity that 

solidified a people against its external environment . 
114 

Nationalism is then the first stage in creating an ideology 

which is often based on rejection of the nonindigenous values. 

We saw how this affected the Jews in Chapter I. Prior to the 

establishment of Israel, they 

mainly because they were Jews 

were discriminated against not 

which would be termed anti-Semitism, 

but rather because they had been associated with 
the French. 

Mu h poured out condemning the foreign c rhetoric has been 

influence and interference over the past fifty years, but 
following the French Mandate. 

Particularly during and immediately 
'ddle East the major s0~ce 

In Syria and throughout the Mi ~Ii 
of ent government and it§ p~e nd• 

ideology is the most curr 
facilit· i tions and bodies afe ies. Other organ za 
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to pursue only those ideologies which 
are compatible with the 

of ficial ideology. This is reflected in Assad's 
takeover in 

Newspapers are often mimics the "Political History" section. 

of official government lines, and most appl d d . au e their own 

nationalization. What the Syrian g overnment does not own, it 

controls tightly. 

Yet, "in spite of many contradictory changes, there is a 

veneer of plausibility to official ideology. In some respects 

it is addressed to an audience that never exists: a collection 

of perfectly loyal and passive automatons. But rarely do the 

existing audiences talk back. What they accept or give lip 

service to, is a rationale for the status quo in both domestic 

and foreign political programs. Superficially it often makes 

sense. It partakes of the following notions: (1) A true way, 

perhaps Jordanian or Turkish or Egyptian, exists. (2) Those who 

have ruled in the past and those who interfere from without 

have suverted the true way. (3) Those who now rule or who are 

about to rule represent a return to the true way and will 

interpret its provisions in modern times .... Ideology tends to 

b · b · · ty · after all it must e imbued with vagueness and am 1gu1 , ' 

t le Middle Eastern 
appeal to large numbers of divergen peop s. 

·d Goals are phrased in such 1 eology is no exception to this. 
all', 'genuine equality', 

terms as the 'better life'. 'justice for 

and the 'Islamic spirit'· "
5 

become most predominaJJ.t &Adi tb.e 
The ideology which has 

ctr· bas been nationaki~ 
lVing force of modern Syria 

nat1 the greatest onalism has also been 
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minorities of Syria. First it was directed 
against the French 

who truly were a force in opposition to an independent 
' 

nationalistic Syrian state. As pr . 1 evious Y discussed, the Jews 

Were caught in the crossfire in th 1 e ear Y days of virulent 

nationalism when the French associated them with the locals and 

the Arabs saw them as extensions of the French. More recently 

the newer brand of Syrian nat ionalism has continued to work 

against the Jews who are regarded as an appendage of the enemy, 

Zionism. In either case, the first somewhat understandable and 

the second which inculcates the plague of ant i-semitism, the 

core of this nationalism is a devout lococentricity . 

Certainly the Syrians have special distinct qualities and 

values. Yet this 'distinct group ' has not been able to solve 

their problems in their ideological eyes, due to outside forces 

and their influences . This is all the more understandable when 

we are cognizant that "until 1918 Arab nationalism was a child 

of rich landlords and middle-class intelligentsia, it was not 

a mass movement."6 Quamiyya, Arab nationalism, as such, did not 

really develop until after World War I. (Only in Syria had 

th ld W I ) As previously 
ere been Arab societies prior to Wor ar · 

discussed, Faisal's Arab t r oops bad fought in Syria and 

liberated Damascus and thereby Syria from the Turks. 
It was 

that Faisal was prevented by the 
only at the Battle of Maysalun 
F the decades following World 
rench from becoming King· "During 

War I. the Turkish Kemalist 
and the creation of tbe 

Soviet Union, new ideas of a 

spread generation in Syria. among the younger 
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in the Syrian social structure . .. soon 
began to challenge the 

power of the old social and political order .... The fraud of 
tbe mandate system, the expand' ing imperialism of France and 

Great Britain in the Near East, and the imp lementation of the 

Balfour Declaration fostered the growth of Arab nationalism 
' 

of socialism and of communism." 7 

An example of this newer breed was Antun Sa' ad~ a founder 

of the Syrian Nationalistic Party during the Mandate in 1932 . 

Though his later writings took on more of a flare for Arab 

nationalism as the movement grew, he began strictly as a 

Syrian nationalist . 

"Th~ Syrian nat~on," he said, "represents the unity of the 
Syrian ~eopl~ wi~h a long historical past stretching back 
to prehistoric times ... (and there is a) psychological 
superiority of the Syrians, which is not the result of 
unconstrained mixture (of peoples) but of the superb 
quality of homogeneous mixing, perfectly in harmony with 
the type of environment ... " The ambivalence in Sa'ada's 
thinking is reflected in what he wrote: "The aim of the 
Syrian Social Nationalist Party is to effect a Syrian 
national social renaissance capable of achieving its ideals 
and restoring to the Syrian nation its vitality and power. 
The party also aims to organize a movement that would 
lead to the complete independence of the Syrian nation, the 
consolidation of its sovereignty, the creation of a new 
system to safeguard its interests and raise its s~an~ard 
of life and the formation of an Arab front . .. Syria is one 
of the ~ations of the Arab world and is fitted for the 
leadership thereof ... Syrian nationalis~ ~s the only 
Practical method and the basic prerequisite for Syrian 
regeneration and the consequent participation of Syria 
in Arab affairs . "(8) 

As time passed the theme of Arab nationalism overtook pur ely 

Certainly one catalyst was the outgrowth Syrian nationalism. 

from th e developmetn of 

Of Israel. It provided 
the· i · ir relatively new-found nationa ism. 

tbeD th" S:b~e 
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actual cross-national Arab unity have been ineffective. 

Whether the U. A.R . which Syria and Egypt created in 1958 

( dl. scussed at length in the sect· "P 
ions olitical Overview" and 

"Political History") or the 1971 Federation of 
Arab Republics, 

dl·sunity still prevailed. Though f t rus rations for these 

failures have been often vented upon Syria's J . h ewis community, 

not even the continued existence of the enemy Israel has been 

enough to create and sustain any long term, durable Arab unity. 

Therefore what prevails is the reality of Syrian nationalism 

with the added consciousness of Arab nationalism. As Abdullah 

al-Ala' ili stated: 11 Arab nationalism is the consciousness of 

the Arabs of their complete social existence, a consciousness 

which is internal and not merely external objective knowledge, 

so that the image of the Arab community as a spiritual and living 

complex, is ever present in their conscience. Every Arab must 

feel with an instinctive compulsion the strong existing connections 

and ties, in such a way that the community is transferred for 

him from the externality of life to the 1 119 internality of the sou . 

All of this portrays a nationalistic ideology which has 

had no good effects upon Syrian Jewry. In most cases one would 

re f any 1·deology is rhetoric and cognize that a good part o 

exaggerations. Unfortunately 

of the negative exaggerations 

borne out. 

S · most in the case of modern yri a 

effecting Syrian Jewry have been 

Middle Eastern ideolo&Y lta& 

l 
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socialists and even communists were t· . 
ac ive in the early stages 

of maturation of Syria in the 1920's. 

"Arab socialism has its roots · ( l) 
in the educational 

experiences of the Arab intellectuals in th 1920 e 's and 1930' s 
and their imbibing of traditional soci·a1 · t d . is octr1ne; (2) the 

ideological creat ions of such movements as the Ba'ath and such 

writers as Michel Aflaq and Salama M- - (3 ) usa; the early experiences 

of Nasser at Bandung (1955) and with such figures as Tito 
I 

Nehru, Chou En-lai, and Nkrumah; and (4) the need for reform 

and the natural tendency to reject traditional political and 

economic values. 1110 

Though some concrete reforms have been taken, particularly 

in the early 1950's and under the present Assad regime, ideology 

still remains in the forefront. "When the political hold of a 

ruling nationalistic group is unstable domestically, and the 

state insecure abroad among regional rivals and great powers, 

the local leaders are not likely to risk shattering a unity 

built only on nationalistic convictions by deliberately taking 

sides in the social revolution already upon them . The Syrian 

example indeed suggests a more compelling obstacle: none of 

the groups may have the strength to come to terms with the 

so · 11 11 The present day ideology is c1a1 changes them . 

b remedied by 
ased on the 

the combination of Arab socialism 

Syrian if not Arab socialism is 

and growth of the Ba'ath party which was 

Michel o·n al-Bitar. Af laq and Salah al- 1 



- 127 -

from the Marxist type in that it d 
oes not accept the theory of 

the class struggle and in that •t . 
i is concerned with the Arab 

world only .... Like Nasser, the Ba'ath party made Arab 
unity 

conditional upon the power structure prevalent i·n the 
Arab countries. 

It failed to give absolute priority to the principle of Arab 

unity." 12 For Af laq, Arab socialism is a product of Arab 

history, not European, and it is an alternative method of attack 

on the problems of modern society, a middle way between 

. l' d . l' 13 
capita ism an socia ism. Their brand of socialism is revealed 

in their Constitution. 

It is only with article 26 that Arab socialism is revealed. 
Land reform (or redistribution) is called for (27); 
exploitation of labor is denounced ( 28). "Public 
utilities, enterprises based on great natural resources, 
large-scale industries, and means of transport are the 
property of the nation to be administered directly by the 
State . All (relevant) foreign companies and concessions 
are to be abolished. 11 The owners of small industries are 
to be regulated, although their property is not nece~sarily 
to be confiscated (31) .... "The workers will be associated 
with the administration of (their) factory , and the sum 
of their wages will be determined by the state, to the 
value of their work. 11 Anyone can own buildings but 
cannot rent them to others (33) ... . No one can lend at 
interest any longer (except by implication state banks) .(14) 

Af laq showed another aspec t Of the Ba'ath when he stated: 

If the Arabs were free today from colonial i smt, nfodr:!~nto 
. . . h t and dismembermen a occupation, Zionist t rea 1 

1 tand which would 
take a stand in the global st~uggt~' ~ls interest they 
be closest to their ideals an na 10~mocracies r~ther 
would take the side of the.Wes~e~~h~ps They would choose 
than that of the Eastern dicta ~ know that freedom has 
this course because they so wel ence of their existence 
b . . · n the very ess . 
een, is and will rema1 t he development of their 

and the best guarantee for 
Personality. 
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Needless to say such provisos have little of a positive if not 

h of a negative effect on Syrian Jewry Thi·s · t muc · is rue, 

especially taking into account their economic positi on, types 

of jobs, their earlier ties to the French, and their superficial 

tie to Israel by just being Jewish. 

It is impossible to understand the plight of t he Syr ian 

Jewish community, past or present, without trying to understand 

the hold religion has had on the Syrian people, the all pervasive 

and corrosive influence of nationalism through their own br and 

of socialism, and as will yet be discussed, the manner in which 

other minorities have been treated. 
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E. MINORITIES 

The one subject still to be discussed i·s that of Syria's 

minorities, who they are, where and how they exist. As has 

been documented in this work one · ·t . ' minori Y in particular, the 

Jews, have been the subject of outright discrimination. Such 

is not the case of the other minorities. 

We must begin with defining a minority . rt is "a human 

group that is different in language, religion, race, customs 

and social structure, national sentiment, consciousness of its 

separate existence, and any other collective feature from the 

human entity amidst which it lives, and in relation to which it 

is, feels - or is felt to be - inferior basically numerically, 

but sometimes also in social status, attention enjoyed, role 

played in public life, etc. 111 

The Middle East has included many minorities, some 

more tolerated than others. Generally until very recent times, 

the attitude of Islam helped preserve this diversity. "Islam 

recognizes three categories of human beings: first Moslems, 

secondly "Protected People" or "People of the Book" ... and 

th With the third category there 
irdly polytheists or pagans. 

d - those who believe in God, 
can be no compromise, but the secon 

th Prophets _ are to be accorded 
e Day of Judgement and the 

to1 th Islamic State .. . they must pay 
eration and protection in e 

to give 
a sp . t allowed to carry arms, 

ec1al tax and are no 
ev·d . the courts of law 1 ence against Moslems in 

Moslem women. But they 
allowed to 

re1 · · lg1ous organization, 
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In Syria the majority of the population have been 
Sunnite 

Moslems, though even among them t here is a great degree of 

social diversity. The largest minorit1·es th , e Druzes and the 

Alawites are indigenous to the region and for the most part, 

are today compatible with the Sunnites. The Druze population 

is concent rated in the southeast corner of Syria in Jebel Druze. 

They have been known as a warlike people and have a long history 

of rebellion against any external authorities . As has been 

mentioned in Chapter I, "Political Overview" and in Chapter II, 

"Political History", the Druze revolted in 1925 against the 

French. Their local revolt turned into a national resistance 

of most Syrians. In 1954 they led the revolt against Shishakli 

and were severely punished by him. However, in 1964, a Druze 

seeking revenge for his people killed Shishakli in Brazil where 

he had fled several years before. Within this community the 

patrimonial leadership (previously discussed) still remains 

quite st rong. The powerful Atrash family beads the community 

and represents it in national politics. Yet despite their 

independent h not sought a separate sovereign spirit, they ave 

existence. 

The Alawites 
. ·ty in the Latakia area in 

live as the maJori 
Mandate the French established 

northwestern Syria. 

Latakia as a separate state . 

have been willing to remain as part of 

Ar b most evident in the pres~ 
a nationalism. This is 

Particularly President Assad who is an Alawittj.t ~~!1!~ 
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their distinct sub-culture 
with , are Shi'ite Moslems. Latakia 

Which is mountainous has allowed them to 
live in semi-isolation 

' 
and thereby allowed them to retain their identity. 

There are as well, in Syria vari· 0 Ch . . ' us r1st1an sects and 

non-Arabic speaking groups. Generall t d Y o ay Arabic speaking 

Christians are fully assimilated into the Arab way of life. 

However, non-Arabic speaking peoples have not been so 

assimilated . For example, the Armenians who are located largely 

in the Aleppo area have maintained their di stinct language, 

customs, and traditions. Some quarter-million Kurds live in 

the Jezria region . These Kurds have not been independent minded 

as have been their brethern in other Middle Eastern countries. 

However, in 1936, they insisted on political autonomy and 

improved representation . They then revolted in 1937, and were 

immediately put down by the French. Upon the departure of 

the French and Syrian independence, the Kurds became a vital 

aspect of the national political arena . This then developed 

into a t rather than a purely ethnic regional power struc ure, 

demarcation. 

I Chrl·sti·ans were a minority, but many of 
n addition "the 

th or another Christian sect and 
e bourgeoisie adhered to one 

They willingly 
feared submergence in a Muslim dominated state. 

tie with the west 
tolerated the French because of a r e ligious 

opposed to revolutionary 
and as a g roup, they were naturally 

. into account that 
Change." 3 This is not unusual when taking 
,, re urban, be:ttteX' e Jt a'ited" 
as el tians are mo sewhere, Syrian Chris i 

and . . tatus than the sunni.e u 
of higher socio-economic s ,~)iMlll 
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· 114 Despite th · majority. eir outward conservatism some Ch . t· 
' ris ians 

,,,ere committed to Arab nationalism. T 
~ o avoid conflict between 

tbeir background or religious affi. liation and tbei· r 
ideology, 

Christian Arab thinkers who advocated nat· 1 . iona ism tried to avoid 

l·ctentifying religion with nationalism. R th a er they stressed 

the linguistic and cultural aspects of nationalism. 

The Syrian Constitutions beginning with that of 1930 

includes guarantees for the position of minorities. Article 6 

asserts that all Syrians are equal before the law, enjoy the 

same political and civil rights and will not suffer prejudice 

based on religion, race, or language. Article 15 insures liberty 

of conscience and worship, and respect for the religious 

interest and personal status of all sects. Their educational 

and other rights are secured by Article 28 . Article 26 pledges 

that all Syrians are eligible for public offices without 

distinction. As well, Article 37 established that minorities 

would be represented within the government structure. 

H those Stated in the 1930 Constitution owever, insurances as 

w a democratic government would ere based on the premise that 

unfold in Syria. Such was not to be the case. 

t n between vertical 
In a complex social structure, ?rontal (rich v. poor) 
(~ribal v. town-dweller) an~ horiz1 s of consequence, 
rivalries and without any middle ~ ~sto flourish. It was 
democracy could scarcely be.expec erou s, which hoped 
an artificial creation by liberaltg 11~ muster sufficient 
that its beneficiaries might even uathat in predominantly 
strength to support it. It isftr~:11sm (represen~ing the 
agricultural countries, where e~ tribal sbaykbs had~ 
dual influence of land-ownersi~nrise of the middde e :i~ 
survived for so long, the rap World War 11, when a 
could not be expected. After in Syria an4 :P.i 
middle class began to develo~icipate in tbe a 
generation was unable to ~ar politici~~ 
Processes dominated by ol er 
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view their futures in terms of . . 
workers and peasants. The ap eg~ining the support of 
to the masses rather than to ih~ of t~ese young men 
was another blow to democracy. ( 5)merging middle class 

ThUS in a non-democratic state the guarantees of the various 

Syrian Constitutions have become worthless. 

This has been amply proven by the treatment of the Jewish 

ml.·nori·ty in Syria . Certai'nly mode s · rn yrian nationalism has only 

exacerbated the problem of minority status, · as it has given 

support to what might be conceptualized as the "xenophobic Arab". 

They exhibit extreme hostility and aggressiveness toward 
all foreigners . In the aftermath of the Palestinian 
defeat, this was forcused on Israel, but included the 
Western powers as well. A farm account-keeper, as head 
of the government would "unite all the Arabs and endeavor 
to get Britain and its Jewish crooks out of all Arab lands 
because they are corrupting our lives . A woman, who named 
"war with the Jews" as Syria's biggest problem called for 
a war that would restore the national honor: "It is not 
difficult because with courage and patriotism nothing is 
difficult ... (We can help by) encouraging people to enroll ... 
to enlist in the Army ... by showing them the beauty of a 
glorious death." Another woman would "hate (to live in 
America) as I hate hell .. . because they brought us the Jews 
here." A farmer asked where he would live if he had to 
leave Syria answered: "A million curses on these and their 
country th~se Jews these low, uncivilized people. To 

' I A b II live there would be hell for any ra · 

Such resentment against the West led to pro-Russi~nth 
attitudes among nationalistic responden~s aware 

0
k .~ 

bipolarity in world politics and determined to ma e 
1 

serve their ends. (6) 
1 anti-Jewish feelings 

As mentioned elsewhere, large-sea e 

in Syria are a relatively new phenomena. 
Traditional religious 

o E t had never been 
r cultural attitudes in the Middle as 

refinements of modern 
complicated by the kind of doctrinaire 

European anti-semitism. 
an ambiguous 

Arab literary 

Portra1't of and contempt, as well as 
admiration 

Throughout the nineteenth centu~P. 
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advanced by the indi genous Christian 
communities who had been 

indoctrinated with European prejud· 
ices. (See "Poli ti cal Overview" 

and "Economic Overview" of Chapter I f or examples) 

Since the Mandate period ant· J d . 
l.- u aism and anti-semitism 

have fed upon each other and 1 t en support for anti-Zionism . 

In no way is anti-semi tism a " post-birth-of-Israel (1948) 

phenomena" . During the century prior to 1948 anti-semitism was 

propagated from European and Western sources , frequently through 

native Christians who were often already predisposed to its 

acceptance by the anti-Judaism with which they were already 

acquainted . 

An Arab writer, Khalil Sakakimi, based his anti- Judaism on 

rel igious grounds . 

'It seems to me that you Jews,' he says to a Zionist, 
'are most in need of divine scriptures, but I fear that 
the prophet among you today will suffer the fate of his 
predecessors whom you killed and burned . ... The prophets 
and Holy Scripture have come from you, but they are not 
for you . . . ' ... ' The Jews in their festival s lament and 
weep . .. Muslim festivals on the contrary, are rousing 
events ... If the nation is to have festivals , let them 
be like the Muslim ones .. . let us have nothing but 
rousing songs and let us dance with swords . ' (8) 

In addition, Charles Crane, an American millionaire who was the 

Patron of Georg~ Antonius, believed in the type of anti-semitism 
He became 

Which Pointed that the J ews were ruining the world. 

an adm th1· s doctrine they attempted 
· irer of Nazism. To spread 

to Preach to Arab notables of the Jewish menace. 
The arrival 

of J i an anti- God campaign 
ews in Palestine was another ploy n 

started i.· n R 9 ussia. 

Certainly this doctrinair e anti-semitism 

Well With traditional I slam. 
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b Middle East mainly by eastern Ch · t· 
to t e ris ians who had easier 

to western literature but not enough 
access judgement to exercise 

. ti· cal and discriminating choice .. 10 Th 
cr1 · e history and plight 

of the J ews as a result of these attitudes has already been 

el aborated throughout this work. As to minorities in general, 

it must be added that today they no longer seem to threaten 

Syrian political unity. However, to some extent political 

centralization is still resisted, and modernization still comes 

in conflict with established customs and t raditions. If the 

minorit i es did not live in separate geographical regions, as 

they do, they woul d not have even maintained that influence 

which they do and the potential for renewed devisiveness. 



Damascus Aleppo Homs Rama 

Yazidis . . . . 6 1,307 - -

Druzes . . . . 15,394 1,601 - -
Armenian Catholics . . 2,170 9,644 1,496 49 

Armenian Orthodox . 16,852 67,598 1,523 615 

Maronites . . . . 1,075 3,659 554 38 

Protestants . . . 1,589 3,053 1,746 529 

190 2,281 22 1 

Syrian Catholics . . I 3,261 6,127 3 , 052 259 

Syrian Orthodox . . . 1, 014 5,492 14,309 682 

Ia.tins (i.e. Ranan Catholics I 
of the La.tin rite) . . 483 3,938 431 12 

13,673 14, 066 - -
20,552 11,964 3,792 364 

23,791 9,411 20,297 17,395 

4,022 2,698 22,219 15,083 

18 31 13 20,541 

355 9,071 2,725 205 

499,444 718,198 140,245 101,685 

603,889 870,139 212,424 157,458 

Hauran I Euphrates I Jazirah 

- - 1,475 

- 4 -

107 616 1,863 

24 1, 679 7,925 

3 71 56 

27 27 453 

- 243 1 ,944 

- 698 2,851 

59 763 17,793 

- 25 29 

10 72 1,938 

4,857 25 70 

2,852 159 336 

370 78 93 

- 12 8 

4 - 326 

104,529 220,552 99,665 

9,176 

112,842 225,023 146,CX)l 

Jebel I Latakia 
Druze 

- -
70,185 -

150 695 

354 5,177 

106 7,787 

389 3,374 

- 38 

- -
: 

16 7 

4 1,074 

10 1 

2,735 2,374 

4,560 58,156 

95 280,653 

- 7,,904 

56 -

Total 

2,788 

87' 184 

16,790 

101,747 

13,349 

11,187 

4,719 

16,247 

40,135 

5,996 

29,770 

46,733 

136,957 

325,311 

28,527 

12,742 

1,468 85,267 1,971,053 

- - 9,176 

80,128 452,507 I 2,860,411 

al figures do not incl ude the Beduins, who are naninaJ.ly t.bslans and number perhaps 400, 000 
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w 
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CONCLUSION 

Syria continues as the heart of th 
e Arab national movement 

and embodies the ideals and weaknesses of th at movement. It 

seems that she is always yearning towar ds the glorious past . 

continually frustrated by the innumerable problems which have 

prevented her from attaining her goals, she remains relatively 

politically unstable. Even with the present, longer-lived 

Assad regime her politics are turbulent and her future unsure. 

The dreams of Arab unity remain all pervasive . Like its 

environment of nationalism, it is partly a product of frustration 

fed by resentment toward any colonial power and especially toward 

Israel. Eventually, Arab unity might be able to promote 

cooperation among the Arab countries and thus maintain a greater 

degree of stability. Meanwhile, internal Arab arguing and 

fighting has been extremely unproductive . As well, it has 

promoted discord and eroded development. Internal ly in Syria 

and externally in the Arab world, unity could help aid the 

Process of modernization and possibly stabilize the political arena. 

Yet, the vicissitudes of Syria's problems seem overwhelming 

t d Needless to say the 0 ay, as they did ten or twenty years ago. 
. ·t of Syrian Jews . 

situation does not bode well for the communi Y 
S f Israel and of 
Yria remains preoccupied with the problems 0 

Arab uni·ty. l' e i·ther goal, has brought The attempt to rea ize 
n· 
lghtmares to the Jewish community. 

Syria has paid lin~e 

attention to her own 

though she is so anxious to achieve her goals, 

forgotten herself. One could say that Syr~a 

I~~ 'a 
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Cont inues to be sacrificing her h 
own appiness to attain two 

main goals: the destruction of the J ewi·sh s tate and the 

establishment of an Arab union. Wh"l i e to many in the West this 

attitude appears absurd, i f not sick, to much of the Syrian 

People and the Arab world, this is truly an outstanding virtue. 

This is despite the reality of the side effects which have 

included the willingness to be subjected to several wars and 

tremendous dependency upon the Soviet Union. 

Surely Syria 's ever-tightening alliance with the Soviet 

Union has brought no alleviating of the tension or lessening of 

the discrimination towards Syrian Jews. The Russians are 

certainly not interested in interfering, despite the bad 

international publicity that has arisen due to Syria's outright 

discrimination . In retrospect Western countries have had an 

influence i n other areas, primarily upon the basic social and 

political systems of Syria. 

In the short run it (the West) protected and promoted 
ongoing politicai patterns. The colonial powers . . 
super imposed their administrative control on traditional 

· t · · lism socio-power structures Personalism and pa rimonia 
continued to reign sup~eme beneath the formal Western 
bureaucratic style .... The other r esult of Westernization 
Penetration was the accelerating.proces~ of mo~e~n · 
Educational, technological, a~d indusirial c~:egprocesses 
Progressed rapidly under foreign tute age. t d y 
of modernization at work in ~he Midd~e Ea~~isof~reign 
~eceived an important early impetus rom 
influence. (1) 

As French influence and the 
mentioned in this thesis, the 

ant· f ching for some 
l-French reactions in Syria were ar-rea 

twenty f that time have contiDled to 
Years and the tremors o 

the Present. 

The tremors of anti-foreign feelings whie~~~~~~ 



- 141 -

Jewl·sh community so badly were turned · t h in o s ock waves of 

blatant anti-semitism . In the ent ire M'ddl E 1 e ast only the 

Syrian government continues to hold a large Jewish group 

hostage and simultaneously to violate thei·r f undamental human 

rights. The conditions under which the over four thousand 

Jews live today constitute a permanent offense to human dignity, 

not to mention to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights . 

The Appendix continues to verify much of what is mentioned in 

the text dealing with the present plight of the Syrian Jews. 

The most overwhelming comment that can be brought to this 

point is a quote from the Jewish Telegraphic Agency report of 

November 19, 1971. It tells of another discriminated group, 

the Jews of Russia, pleading for intervention by their own 

government on behalf of their brethern in Syria. "For the first 

time since the Russian Revolution of 1917, Soviet Jews have 

petitioned thei r government to aid Jews in another country. 

Russian Jewish sources reported that a group of Muscovite Jews 

wrote to the Kremlin's Big Three - Communist Party Chief 

Leonid I. Brezhnev, Premier Aleksei N. Kosygin and President 

N' k 1 olai V. Podgorny - to intervene with the Damascus government ... 

on Syrian Jews." 2 

To add to the realism of the situation, the Jerusalem Post 

drew a dark picture. "As unbearable as their situation is, 

it might seem less tragic if the population were an aged 

rem are young and 
nant destined soon to die out. But t hey 

Prolific, with the boys and girls marrying 

and Producing 10 children by the time t hey 

between 15 and 17 

0 rt-s 
reach 3 • 
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As reported in the Appendix, one of the Rabbi Hamra's 

telegrams from Damascus tells it all . He pled for the Book of 

Rachel - a non-existent volume; perhaps it is a plea for help 

and courage as from Jeremiah of old. 

Whether looking at the "anti-foreign" feelings which 

loosened the foundations of the Syrian Jewish community, or the 

anti-Zionist/anti-Jewish/anti- semitic acts which have been 

perpetrated, the peoples and governments of Syria have been 

and continue to be not only the antagonists, but the criminals 

who have caused the collapse of a once vibrant community of 

people - the Jews of Syria. 



1. 

2. 

3. 
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Translated from !Poca (I 
---"--- taly) 28 A . 

' Pri1 1974 
•we spoke with the Jews h 

w o must i· 
ive in Syria' 

DRAMA IN THE GHETTO OF DAMASCUS 

by 

Livia Caputo 

our official visit to the ghetto of D 
four thousand Jews have been living for mo~~a~~us, where m~re than 
in conditions of se~i-segregation, is ending: ~~t;;e~t~h~~~e years 
inspection of the main synagogue - they (the Syrians) contrived t 
show i ~ to us almost empty - we got our escorts' permission by o 
insisting a great deal, to w~lk through the district and to take 
some photographs. The wa~k ~s not very enlightening. In spite 
of the day of rest, the winding and gloomy alleys of the old 
district are almo~t d~sert7d, and, when the two foreigners appear, 
shadowed by four gorillas of the Secret Police, the few people 
who are out walking prefer to turn the corner. The only ones who 
allow themselves to be approached are the children - thin children 
with large black eyes who are probably unaware of the drama of 
their community that has become a hostage in the fight between 
Israel and the Arab States. 

The limitations which the authorities have imposed on our 
entry into the ghetto are perfectly plain: 'No questions; no 
interviews. ' 

Suddenly, when we are drawing near the car! a ~ir~ comes. out 
on the roof of one of the buildings and starts inveighing against 

't d t es She must be twenty, our escorts in more and more exc1 e on · ed b grief, her brown 
ha~ a. very beautiful round face deeply mark her ~ace even paler. 
hair is coiled high, a black sweater makes ot understand what 
Unfortunately, she speaks Arabic, and. we ~:~n to speak English or 
~he says. But when we shout out, asking t than any words: still 
rench' she makes a gesture more e~oquen t the policemen : and. then 
~~~ostulating loudly, first she point~r~at over and over again to 
. l~g her hand as a knife, rubs her t ligionists could be 
l~dicate that she and her unlucky co-re 
s aughtered 

· 11 , grab my arms 
f the 'gori as Mauro 

and Pandemonium breaks out. Two o The other two f~~e I am 
Gall ~ry to drag me towards the car ping pictures· Wh~i~l in black 
wr1 l.g~ni to prevent him from. snap earance near the t sixty years 
a gr~11ng, two women make th~ir ap~nd a matron. aboU at the policemen 
Old _ 1 student in a khaki u~iform hurl imprecat1~~: their hands. 
and Who in their turn begin to ble gesture wi her face between 
! fo~ePeatedly make the unmistak~: terrace, grips 

rth woman, in a corner of t 



- 152 -

h nds and worries about the c 
ber t~ree friends may have on th onsequences that th 
ber e Whole district. e boldness of 

1 don't know who the women 
escorts succeeded in pull in were; they were still . 

our gir 1 i n mourning garb was a g k ~s away . I can only Yelling when 
the nd of their cousin Eve S inswoman of Sarah L suppose that 
zebah a aad who t ' ora and Tony 
nd killed when they tried to cross th~ L wo months ago' were raped 
~1andestinely. ebanese frontier 

But three things are sure in my . . 
, 1 ' opinion· t· t , poor madwomen at a 1, as my escorts h t ' irs , they weren't 

their demonstration is the most categor~~a~n~d ~o explain; second, 
statements that the four thousand Jews of D enial of the Syrian 
hundred of Aleppo and the three hundred of :ma~cus, the five 
happy and pleased with their condition and h:nnshlih '.are perfectly 
from the authorities' ; and, finally that asvse not ing to fear 

th h , , oon as we turned the 
corner, the ree wretc ed Jewesses had to deal wi· th th 1 . 

t · w · e po icemen 
who wer7 escor ing us . e hes1 tated a long time to publish the 
'stolen snapshot t hat records the incident . If in the end 
we decided to publish it, it was to make known t~ public opi~ion 
t hree innocent victims o f the Middle East conflict who had the 
courage to denounce the duress they are forced to live under. 

Till 1948, the Jews of Syria numbered forty thousand, and for 
two thousand years they had dwelt in peace with their Arab neighbors. 
Neither Damascus nor Aleppo had ever experienced the terrible 
pogroms of Central-Eastern Europe. But with the birth of the Israeli 
State, the policy of the Syrian Government towards the Israeli 
minority changed radically. The Jews, considered now a kind of 
enemy fifth co lumn, have been subj ected to worse and worse 
restrictions and vexations. Most of the members of' the commun~ty at 
~ucceeded in emigrating in the 'fifties~ but the B~ ~t~l~ou~r~s~!ers 
~n 1963 closed the borders and the survivor~ are ~ir ~andy Their 
~~ a c~untry which they once consider~d thei~n~:t~~= 1967 ·war, so 
m~t~at1on has become agonizing, especi~l~Y ~ntrols as many as a 
h c so that, in spite of the ver y stric c ' 
unctred and fifty have tried to escape. 

. has called attention 
t Recently' a series of dramatic ha~pen~ng:ople. In the seco~d 
po the endless suffering of these af flicte b~r of women and a child 
f~rt of 1971 , twenty Jews' among them a ~:son and only released;al 
in u~ Years old' were jailed without a~~esident Assad, after e~e~: 
lllont \Vo different stages' by orde: o~ of 1973, two young indp 
Whos~s of detention. At the _beg1~n1e:11ed through Eur~P:1scrim~~.:.ion~ 
denou names are still undivul ged r~s the tortures ~:e hands o~e 
that ~~e~ the arbitrary imprisonm:~ic~llY .endure .:t the two JG 
Secret ei.r. co-religionis ts sys~e~ origin - so sa1 e - tiave 1;~ 
Jews Police. Syrians of Jew1s me months befor. Bitler~ 
Jew ' ~ho had fled from Damascus so as Jews had i:n 
~ P:rlnted on their identity cards, 
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cannot leave the town where th 
tbeY. t they are excluded from al ey reside with 
per011 r~Y and from the uni versi ti 1 Government app~~t a special 
tbe act with foreigners. es, and are cut of~ntfments, from 
conta rom all 

On March 7, we got the most h . 
J · h · orr1fyi dies of four ew1s girls' the Si t ng news from Beir t. 

bO d their cousin Eve Saad' had beens d 7rs Sara, Lora and To~y. Z t~e h 
:~fura , on th~ bord~r b etween Syria a~~c~~~red in a cave near e a ' 
ieces. At first' it was thought to be a an?n ! raped and torn to 

ihe Syrian Government, cons idering the del~ol1tica1 crime. But 
took the unusual st~p of. disclaiming an r icacy ~f. t~e situtation, 
young women' ' Interior Minister Ail Zaz~ e~~o~sibil1ty . 'The four 
•were killed by a gang of murderers and s sai in a communique, 
two Syrian citizens of the Jewish faith a:~g~lers • consisting of 
already been arrested and will be prosecuted ~o ~~slems ! who have 
corpses of the victims were returned to their. f . el. mutilated 

· d ·th 1 · · ami ies and so could be ~ur1e , wi re igi~us ceremonial, in what is left of the old 
Jewish cemeter~, demolished the other day to open a sup -hi h 

th t b bl d · d , er g way. 
But e co~':1ni Y pro a Y . 1 n t believe the version issued by 
the authorities : . for the first time in the post-war period, they 
mustered the f ort1 tude to stage a demonstration of protest that 
ended in a violent police charge . 

I t was at this point that we arrrived in Damascus to make our 
inquiry, fallowing two parallel lines: the official one through the 
Syrian authorities, and the underground, through personal contacts 
with members of the Jewish comrnuni ty. The Information Minister 
confirmed that the murder of the four girls bad no political 
meaning and was a case of common crime. When we asked him if, in 
the context of the negotiations with Israel for a military. 
disengagement Syria was ready to accord freedom of expatriation 
to its Jewish' citizens in exchange for an immediate return ~f the 
Arab refugees to their homes on Golan, the Unde~-S7cretaryth or 
Fore· d· 'Any negot1at1on on e . ign Affairs, Al-Rifai, answere · . h f ith would be an 
~ircumstances of Syrian citizens of the Je~is of a our country. Tbe 
P~;~wful interference in the intern~l aff~~~:r our juris~iction. 
A lems that concern them come entirely . the Israeli State 
bnYway • we have no intention of strengthenin~ , 
Y allowing the Syrian Jews to move to Israe . 

. got a very detad.led 
ace From sources in touch with the Po~ice 1 ~:e uoslems Hilam 
lzz~~~t of the murder. The fou: culp~~ t~h~ Jews Yussef Sbal~:h, 
a te 1~ and Mohammed Mustafa Leila, a oolteacher - bad f~rm ~ 
crim~~lle trader, and. Azur Zal ta 1 f~ t!~~e smuggling ope!~~~~~:. 
seve:ra~l gang responsible for pro the four men had :lat lf,11 
the 0 armed robberies . Of late, . h Jews and, :t.Dt.;..a~ ~ 
got i :rganization of the flight of r~~en theY reatl."1..lrull1 
tug1 t~ touch with the four girls: t theY robbed a.o.m!lt1ilP.r.llf!I 
~illed Ves had plenty of money, f ~~=s were disc 

them. On March 2, the bo 
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. ce could find the tracks of the 
poll lice arrested Azur Zal ta wh gang· They wer 
Tbe pfour were awaiting trial 'I 0 confessed to the followed. o · zzect· e er· 
a.11 blY be hanged as the perpetrat in' Leila and Shal ime . . Now 
proba d onlY with complicity Will ors of the crime ~u~ w111 
cbarge ' perhaps get off . . a ta, 
terDl· with a prison 

At my insistance, the Syrian auth . . 
1 · m Toth a, president of the Jewish C or1 t:es allowed me to meet 

S~ t1
1
· nguished gentleman about seventy ouncil of Damascus a 

d1S . ld th years old d I ' . b·rty-f1ve years o , e new Chief Rabb' ' ~n brah1m Hamra 
\~ce outside the ghetto, in the elegant \

1 
The interview took ' 

~he richest and most prominent man of Syr~a ?P ~f Joseph Jejati, 
would have been rather illuminating had not ~ot~w~~ide~he talk 
intimidated by the presence of a Government off. . 1 tly been 
let them out of his sight. icia ' who - never 

'How' , we as~ed, 'are the relations of the community w· th the 
autbori ties and w1 th the Arab majority of the population?, 

1 

'They are neighborly relations. The measures which the 
autbori ties have taken have no other aim but to protect us. We 
Syrian Jews enjoy absolute freedom of worship - fourteen synagogues 
and six Rabbis. We have no passports, but we can travel everywhere 
in the country with a pass that is given you within twenty-four 
hours. In our district there are two schools, with four hundred 
pupils each, where the principal language is Arabic; but Hebrew is 
also taught, and there are even eighty pupils of other religions!' 

'Then what are the discriminations applied to you? Is it true 
that you are excluded from military service? Is it true that you 
cannot inherit?' 

' d f m military service, but 
th Yes, it is true, we are exempte ro f as inheritance rights 

e Arabs of Israel are exempted, too. As a~en their relatives 
g~' only persons who are not in the country w 
d1e forfeit them.' 

k living?' 
'How do the members of the community ma e a 

shops, out of the 
in trade. Some of the:eh~~ethe garment industry. 
well. Many work at ho very profitable 

Jewis' Ma1:1y of them 
Final~ di.strict as 
activ. Y, there are 

lty, of which 

'How 

as 

ngravers, a 1 ' 
many copper e . rtual monopo Y. 
the Jews have a vi 

'But why did the girls run 
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'TheY were poor, uneducated girls _ 
were afraid that they could n t textile workers. Maybe 

tbeY oung men in <?ur community. 0 ° get married, for 
feW Ye on the sewing machine sayin ne day they disappea;here are 
a notbers knew about their departug that Azur Zalta oneed,fleaving 
teac ' · re. When ' o our them their parents confronted A no further tid. 
fr~rn the t~rri ble truth came to light zur and informed the ~~~s came :;ief and not of protest.' . It was a manifestation e~~ment, 

'Is it possible to meet the girls' parents?' 

'The old father 
ther is very sick. mo . , 

start crying again. 

of the Zebah girls . 
The only outcome w~~l~nbunttuhtored man and the 

e at they would 

'May we come and visit you in your district?' 

'Do come, you will always be our guests. 1 

But when, a few days later, we tried to enter the ghetto, 
after we had taken a few steps we were approached by a boy about 
fifteen years old who asked us what we were looking for. And when 
we told him that we were looking for Rabbi Ibrahim Hamra, the boy 
pretended to escort us to his home but took us right to the Police 
station instead. The boy, I found out later, was one of the many 
Palestinian refugees infiltrated into the district to keep an eye 
on the Jews and the foreigners. When, finally, we were able to 
enter, we had, as we have mentioned, a heavy escort and were 
supposed not to talk to anybody. 

In spite of all controls we succeeded in arranging a mdeetingf' 
t ' . · · t · ars with a lea er o ou of reach of microphones and inquisi ive e 'k d by long pauses 

the Jewish community It was a strange talk, mar e .d f 
when our interlocuto~ was obviously attracte~ by t~=r~d e~f 0 

the upshot. 
~ell~ng us the real truth and, at the ~ame 1t~::ts

5were disclosed 
t otwi thst anding some reticences, certain e e international 
hat should be borned in mind in the. furtu~e t it is necessary to 
~egoti~tions. We have always maintained ~ : eople; but neither 
ecogn1ze the lawful rights of the Palestin P(and those of the 

lllUst s rian Jews . ) Ir . we forget the rights of the Y. treated even wor~e ' 
b aq1 Jews who are if that is possible, the risk of being 
s:ca~se, being so few, they are exposed to 

crlf iced A ·1~·+.1i 
. direct responsib~~(~' 

1 . effect, has no launched sue~ at: 
in th · The Syrian Government, in t the press has k' lling a ii 
hat e affair of the four girls, but many Syrians, lh LOJ." 

e camp . 1 that o T ny Sara , 
ainiost aign against I srae ddi ti on · to o ~ nd ~a.th 
Eve t looks like a virtue. In a Kassem Abbad1 :o e:rass 
1Rer~ k ~o Young men of the same ag~ie endeavour ing 
bard lllect a little while ago wh er. 



- 156 -

t Jews live in a state of constant t . 
Mos . mercue error : Police 

2. over them is . ss and, if a group of friends meet 
. 11ance gogue' that is enough to be suspected of Plotting •lg syn a . 

·n tbe b't 

l 
11 

kinds of ar 1 rary actions are taken against Jews 
3 . A it i ze ns , too , and the Jews have no possibiU ty at ~ll pri'vat~ c themselves. bY d fending 

of e Whenever relations with Israel become exacerbated, a new 
4. crew is applied to the community . For instance, in 

rn of the s days eighteen Jews are reported to have been arrested tu last few ' the 
in Aleppo. 

the screw has almost reached the end of its Unfortunately' Golan Heights, shooting goes on. nd on the thread, a ' 
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SYRIAN BOYCOTT 

OF .JEWISH BUSINESSIES 

The Syrian Arab Republic 
Ministry of Defence 
Armed Forces General Headquarters 

Administration Branch 
Department of Military Administration - Military Police Section 

No. 26127/2 
8 February 1967 

Circular No. 4 

The following is a partial list of names of Jewish merchants and their 
business addresses in Damascus. For security reasons, all army personnel 
are forbidden to deal with them. Anyone who violates these Instructions is 
llable to the severest penalties. 

JaJatl Waktaah El-Fardouase Street clottles 

Ja)atl Waktash El-Abad Street Haberdashery 

Jajatl Waktalh El-S.llhla StrHt Blouses and materials 

SaHm Et-Faklh Shuhada materials 

Shu had a materials 

Shu had a materials 

Shu had a second-hand clothes 

Saba kl ladles' tailor 

Shaalan materials 

Shaalan materials 

Suk El-Hamldla orlental materials 

SUk El-Hamldla oriental materials 

SUk El-Hayatln mat1rlal1 

SUk Mldhat Pasha clothes 

Suk Mldhat Pasha clothll 

8uk El-Suf wool 
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Albert Hanunu- Huriya Street haberdashery 

Naulu and Kamau El-Kasa Street materials 

Sion Hashyafali El-Kasa Street materials 

Kasem Halabiye El-Kasa Street, east of materials 

and sons French Hospital 

Hubani and Haluf El-Kasa Street materials 

Sham'a Mrowa Bab-Toma materials 

Zaki Bambajl Sasabakl Street materials 

Muna Mamrud Haboobl Street materials 

Yakub Kamau Suk El-Hamidia materials 

Ezra Kada Suk El-Hayatin materials 

Blfu Balu Suk El-Suf threads 

Alben and Kuem Salem Suk El-Suf threads 

Yusuf Rllzla 

Shhada K11flka 

Loozla Brothers 

Rafla Haluf 

Amuh and H11banl 

YlllUf Habatl 

Suk El-Suf wool 

Suk El·Shashla 

Suk Nijme clothes 

El-Kasa Street materials 

El-Kasa Street materials 

El-Kua Street clothes 

Bab-Toma materials 

Maryamlye Church materials 

Jewish Quarter clothes (work-shop) 

Jewish Quarter clothes (work-shop) 

Jewish Quarter materials 

Jewish Quarter copper-work 

Jewlah Quarter copper-work 

Jews' Street copper-work 

(-) $ipcd 
. Gin. Ahm1d Y thya El-Sw1danl 

Cllllf o/ Stoll of IM Ann1d Forca 
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

Adopted ~Y the United Nat i ons Genera l Assembly, December 10~ 1948. 

Article 2 ·r·~ : · 
. Every cir(~ is ._ entitle~ ~o all th~. ~g~ts .. and f reedo~ ·.set- ·fort~··-
1n this ·Declaration, without clistmction of any kind, · such· as race, 
colou!, .sex;: language, r eligio.ri,. politi.cal or ~ther opinion;~national 
or soci~. origin, prop erty, _ birth or other status~.~ -- : . 

Furt}1ermore, no distinction shall be made on the.: basis of the 
political.. jurisdictional or· international status of the. country or 
territory :to . which a p erson ber<?ngs, whether it be independent, 
trust, non~sel!-governing or und~r any other limitation of sovereignty • 

. . _·., . -_ : ·Article.· 13· ·. 

1. Everyone has :th~ tjght to· freedom of movement arid residence 
within the.:horders of each state. · 

2. · Every0ne bas 'the right to leav~ any: ·co~ntr.y;. including his 
own, and to: rP.turn to his country.·_ : ·- . . . ·. · · 

. -:A.rtzcle. 14·. · · 
1. Everyone has the right to.~eek .and ta. enjoy in .othcr._countries 

asy1 um from persecution. -· · · . . . -~. · . · . . 

STATEMENT BY N. Y •. ATI'ORNEY-GENERAL LOUIS J. LEFKOWITZ, .A.J?lUL" 17 • 1971& .. 
"We a re. here today becaus~ the ~ivil 11bert1.es -- the · human 

right s --._or one: or Syria '-s oldest mino:r:_-1t1es have beeii grotsl7 
violated. · I am -re£err1ng to Syria's ~,500 Jews who ~1ve as 1eas 
than s ec9n4 · class citizens ·.·.:·- -(See ,over .. f'or article ".~Yr~~ Jews 
Suffering Unde r Hars h Curbs," New York- Times• Aprii ·111 .IF:·197ia.) 

"In other words, Syria is not observing its own C~IDID1tment 
to . t he Universa l Declaration of' Human R1ghts ••• Tod~. on this 
anniversary of' Syria's Independence let us urge Syr1.a to come of; 
age a nd r e ject this archaic, ·despotic behavior b7 abrogat1~ 1' 
discrimina tory, Nazi-like laws 'against 1.ts own Jew1.ah 9~t1te 
and allow those who wish to leave the count17 to ~ree~ ~ 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY. APRIL 14, 1974 

Syrian .. ] ews . Suff~rin°g ·"f!~der Harsh .'fl_yr]J__§ 
Dy HE.'iRY KAMM ,; ·,·four '"murden:rs · ani!'- sm~-l~ttY J~~cd by Syrians whol lnt.eniscnca lot Jons inturop• 

.s-.u •• r._>- ,. .. 1'.,.. na..:- · g lers'"--<wo Jewa &Ml .two claimed rnen1• a1airut the·tionL · · 

0 PARIS, April 13-Abou~l .OOO Moslem.a wha were .said to have Jaoirs for Syrian · cas111lties A JO P.M.. curfew for Jewt is 
imiscus Jews Ue reliab ly re- confes~ The anncunceme-nt c.atl.S4'd by Israel. strictly enforced. la EJ Qainilh-
~rtcd 10 have stna.med out of w u s ilent on the womer.'1 un- : /a a result, the Jew• ot Da· liye 24-hour curfews have been 

e _ghetto to which lhey are succustuJ atnmpt to flee Syrfa mucu.t walk the streets even impos.ed oa occasions. 
coafintd '-? dernoa.strale bst <Uld oa the q uu tioo of what imore rarefy than before the Jews an forbiddea to wort 
( 0"111 •:a1nst !he s layii)1 of Jew1 were doi.n1 nur the war. and maoy 10 co worl( only in the Government. ia nationally 

1our yo1:n1 Jcwu~ womeo at· u.ba.ncse b6t-OcT. A Syrian l't'f· occasionally. The desire to luve owned enterprises Oil' ia banks. 
cmpti~1. 10 cross uilO ubanoo. u li tion rutrict.s ;~, to• ndi· the ccu..oay, accordins to the State employes ud memben 

S A. similar number o( other I UJ of .about three milH from source, ha.s become the almost ot the miJituy are remillded bJ 
I Y~ns, ":'~I ot them belle~1 the D:unueua Jbet:to.. . . · e.xclaa.ive 1ubject al canvusa- notices · displayed iD m.a.ay of. 
~ h Ch~~l l lllS, were reported On e of the two Jevn under tioo. . : · ficu · that . thCJ' ma7 not bU7 
lion j~ed:ined the · demorutn-1 .arr'cst. Y.osit Sh.alou.a.b. b reli- ·· Other TOWD Simdu : : frcm Jnrs.. : • •• • · 
The Jewi~nter oL·Da..m.ucus. ably -n-ported to be a brother- · . . Jew1 live I~ by ma111afac. 

dcmonst.ratons in·law of. one o( the victims. A • AlthouiJ! c.o1Dn1unu:~tion.1 be- twill1 m ·famiJy worlubop1 siJ. 
sliou~d demands that they be b : . twtto the three Jewt1b com- d artid .... _ 
allowed to leave Syria. sou.rc:e w ~ Jcnowa the two munitles ln ·syrir b meager Yet" an copper • es ...,., are 

Since 1947 the.. S)'?Un Gov- youtlu Koff~ at the 4:0nten~on eause et thit nearlyt.otal baa onl'old iD the '°'"~ shop• of 
!rnment hu ref1Ued ~ to allow that ~ey. imght be Jcilleu. . Catemal trivel, eensonbip of the souk or anoeot COYered 
Jew1 to erniuz· -:1·.. ·> . Reliable .so.urcu i:eJ><>r'ted ~at m.ail and a . nl'Usal to allow marltd. wben.thCJ' a.rs Dot aJ. 
iected the coun~S: Je';,~ ~-ho the "OflJ~.a .oad ~tt Dc=:sc;z Jan to have ceiepnonea. : tbe lowed IO OWll lb~ tbeaueJves.. 
nwnbir between. . 4,000· . and !Y car with tw~ M01lems who atmosphere la the· commanJriie-s M&D1. of the teat-ap ~ 
S.000, lo restriction1 .ad mis- e~ supposed . to JUide them iD Allcpo ··and ll ~ ud ptb .work. la a Jewislt-
tmtr.::nt. . • crou the · ~a: Tbe.. men tlea.r the :rnd:!lll - boid.r~ was owned dothiD1 fa~ du& ~ 

A Jleleue From Tm-or ~~t.a~cm. ~!t~ lll th~ uid to tMt similar~ feadal. reponed ~ m~acture a.aa-
Tht dcmon.stntion wu only rdi ~th '100. II d . Jn Damuc:m on eacb street forms for Syn.a.a Army. 

the ~ecood . ol · ltt kiod-tbe ~~ nped :Z,~t.th:! Jeadinr out ol. the sheUo Ma.' ~;the !'ad ol a ~cwilll 
fi."St Ill Damascus took pl.a.c& Lo A fir.re~ of oc~.e:!rs w~ lem sho_pkttpers k~p a watcb. l~ii7 dies,Jhil ~ .. for-
AUl'\Sf. 1972. In the Tiew of c:hoppe4· otr:. p · · to re- on comll\p and :oinp. While fedad to Che ~ &ad .,,. 
SOUrtts familiar with th• sJtlla· rnan a rm;. . . · . outwanUy.· ca 1ood. Lerma with mem~ ot ~ lamiq ~.1 Dot 
lion, 11 represented a ~ ·• • the J'""1," who •re th.tr qi> rem.am iD ~.,,. bome 1r1tboul 
releue from the terror t:Mt hn oi~portJ.n· o6 the hatm~e~ tom~ fhq• m . belin-ed •Co payi.nt rd&to tbl"..at&. 
affecttd the 2 ooo or so Dam· 0 . ar •• ·~ w : .;::: tb fulfill •the -· rote al poli'c!e la- A bandflil r1I taTOnd Jnn 
ucw ·Jews s~u the .Ufd amascua uni:ir·an e for:nen. > • • baYe beea allowed to liwe oat• 
"1r lut October-' f'• cut October war u 1.d thtt Jews ~ad ·• SW'Veinaiica : la .. lntnuiftcd lids the l>amuau peUD and 

r II . • • . . rematned in thCll' h~s dunnr .... t f b ..__ · pt. ~ -
.o OWlll& the demoos fratioa. th• 11 ~)'> ol ~war: ran.ly 11'1 ... • requant · 11UDU110~• or .,,.. - a.aD - ....._ -

1fhich look plsa iD .the tint ventwin1 to the' eC! • ot the ,.ews to appear bdorw md~ta17 ol me rutrictfoa&. 
~ex ol March after the burial &hetto to-buy.food. ~ .. · 
Of the . tour womeu,.T Syri&n A.hr:r the .· tJ&btinJ :·"-'oded. 
au°!orfti~ delivered'!? to th,. PaJntizijan retared who tor 
JewUh community· of Daznuc:u1 years · ba?e -'· be-en . uMullillJ . 
th.t ~~ ot tlvo youns · mea J ew1 oa the.~...stre-et. were fre.. 
~11111 tor six; mouths In a · · - · · 
sunUar . •ttempt-: t.o-·:nee~ tha 
COUJU)'. · .: • . 

The l°tnl Wel'9 ·
0

ide.1iti,,ed U 
Natui Shaya, 11 .~ ~ and 
K.mam Abadi,.20; Jb~~men. · 
whole slayina. ha~' beeii an­
!'~ted by lh•.Syrian nthor- ' 
1ba, were En :Saad, JS:' and 
lhrft listen. Ton.iiZ.Cb~. tl. 
u ura,. 23, an4 Fanh. 24:... 

'lllt-. Syria. · &IUIOUDcancnt 
ducriiMd the,,..sla)'izi1 ol.. the 
~oaen, whose bod.in ~ de­
liftred to their' mothers·· iD a 
sack, u the work; of a ban4 of 

. 
' 
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FROM: NATIONAL DISTRI CT ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION 

CONTACT: Richard Krieger 
Natalie Flatow 

313-767- 5922 
212- 751-400 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 11 A. M. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2 1, 1974 

. . NEW YORK , Aug. 21 ..... Thirty District Attorneys from major 
c~t1es.across the United States have sent a letter to the President 
0 Syria , r equesti ng that a delegation from the National District 
Aitorneys Association b e permitted to attend the fort hcomi ng trial 
~ four me n accu sed of murdering , or involvemen t i n the murde r of , 
T~ur y~un g J e wis h wome n who sought to escape from Syria last Marc h . 
Me trial, on wh ich pre liminary hearings were hel d i n Damascu s i n 

ay and Ju ne, r esumes o n August 25. 

The letter, addressed to Presiden t Hafez al-Assad, wa s 
presented today to t he Syrian Mission to the United Nations b y 
~obe~t F . Leonard , District Attorney of Genesee County Mich ., who 
is Vice Presid e n t of t he N.D . A. A. 

At a ne ws co nfere nce immediately following delivery of t h e 
letter to t h e Syrian Mission, Mr. Leonard declared that t h e d istric t 
att~rneys were concerned not only with the proper administ r a tio n 
~f Justice i n t h is c ase, but also with the political ramificat i o n s 
involved in " r e port e d restrictions on the freedom a n d civ i l r ights 
of the J ewis h community of Syria." 

. ~r. Leonard was joined at the new conference by Brooklyn 
D1str1ct Attorney Eugene Gold, one of the signators to t h e letter . 
Others who signed t he letter were the Di strict Attorneys of Los 
Angeles , Miami, Philade lphia, Minneapolis, Columbu s , St. Louis , 
St. Paul, Chicago, Wichita , White Plains, N.Y., a nd Norma n , Okla. 
Preston Trimble, District Attorney of Norman, i s P r esid e nt of the 
N.D.A.A . 

The full t e xt of the letter fol l ows: 

Dear President Assad: 

As a Vice President of the Na tional District Attorne ys Assoc iation , 
I am writing this letter to you o n my own beha lf as we ll as o n 
behalf of the under-designated member s of t h e N. D. A.A., whic h is the 
foremost and largest professional gr oup of p r osecu ting off ici a ls in 
the US. We are writing this letter t o you i n r egard to a p e nding 
cr iminal trial which is now t a king place i n your country . We 
believe that the facts and cir cumstances of this c ase me rit attention 
on the inter national leve l . I wou l d l ike t o now state to you the 
facts alleged in this case as they have b een describe d to us from 
various sources. 

The facts as alleged t o u s by ne utral sourses a re as follows : 
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Ea:ly this year , the bo dies of f our Syr i an wome n of t h e J e wish 
f ai t h we r e d iscover e d i n your country in a cave near Asfura , on 
~he.border between Syria and Lebanon. Thes e women wer e s i sters. 

he ir names were Sara, Lora , a nd Tony Zebab , a n d t heir cousin 
Eve Saad . They h a d been r a p e d and brutal l y murde r e d . 

I n March of this year , your Int e rior Minister Al i Zaza s aid 
in a communique that these four young women had bee n k illed b y a 
gang of murderers a nd smuggler s cons i st ing o f two Syrian citizens 
Of t he J e wis h fa i t h and t wo Moslems, who had been arrested. 
The Syrian I n formation Min ister fur t he r conf i r med and stated that 
that murder of ther four woman h a d no polit ical meaning a n d was 
a case of common c r ime . Interior Minister Ali Zaza fur t her 
char ged that the two Syrian J e ws were members of a gang of f our 
'_'assassins, r obbers a nd s muggl ers" who had "con fessed" under 
i nt errogation to a series of c rimes includi ng the murder o f the 
four young wome n . 

Other sources h ave alleged these additional det ails; t he four 
defenda nts - - including t h e Mos lems Hil am I zzedin a nd Mo h ammed 
Mustafa Leila, and t he Jews Yusse f Shalouh , a texti le t r ader , and 
Azur Zalta, a school teacher -- had f ormed a criminal g a n g 
responsible for profitable s mug gling oper ations and several a r med 
robber i es . I t has since been l e arned that the Syrian J e wish 
defendent Shalouh was a brot her- i n- l aw of one of t h e fou r murde r e d 
women . These four me n alleged ly had s pecializ ed also in the 
~rgan izat ion of the flight of Syrian Jews from your cou ntr y and 
i n that operat ion had contacted thes e four young women . Whe n 
they realized t hat t he women had ample sums of money , t h e y 
allege dly r o bbed and murdere d them. The bod ies of the wome n we r e 
discover ed o n Ma r c h 2 , 1974, a nd the Syrian pol i c e found various 
tracks of t h e g ang whic h were followed . 

After a prel i minary session held appr oxima tely one mo nth ago, 
the f ormal tr ial o f t hese four men r e sumed i n Damascu s o n June 19, 
1974. The trial i s b ei ng held in t he State Secur ity Court. 

As leading prosecu t ing attorneys in the United S tates, we 
are concerne d wit h the Adminis tration of J ustice, no t onl y i n o ur 
own country, but i n al l countr ies t hroughout t he wo rld . We are 
concerned t h e n , a s prosecutor s , and as individuals, with the 
concept o f a f a i r trial and pr inci ples of i nternational due proc ess 
as they are practice d throughout t he e ntir e world. The present 
trial of the four above def e ndents cer tainl y i nvolves the 
i nternational community as well as the cons ide ratio n o f concerned 
citizens througho ut the wor ld . The trial als o c ertainly has 
serious and consider able political rami f i c ations due to the fact 
that two of the defendents a r e membe r s o f t he Jewish faith and 
t hat the f our murdere d v i ct i ms we re a l s o me mbers of the Jewish 
f aith. This a rises from t he r e p or ted restric tions on the freedom 
and c i vial right s of t he J e wish c ommuni ty of Syria. 
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t h Furt h ermor e, if i t i s t r ue that o ne of the c h a r ges l aid again s t 
e~e f our def e nde nts is the at tempted smuggli ng of Syrian 

nat~onals to a for eign count ry , such a charge wou l d raise many 
s~r 1ous questions to t he international community regard i n g the f r ee 
r ight to trave l . In t h i s con text , the i nternational commitme n t 
made by ~11 nat i ons, i ncluding Syria , to the U. N. ' s Un iver s al 
Decla~ation of Human Rights, wh i c h provides that "everyone h as 
the righ t to lea ve any count r y, i nc luding his own . . . ", would 
become an extremely i mpo r t ant issue at the tr i al of these four 
defendents . 

. Mor eover , because o f the bas i c humanitarian issues i n v o lved 
i n t his trial and the r eli gion of two of the defende nts a nd the 
four murdered wome n , it becomes extreme ly importan t to t h e world 
co~munity that t hese four accu s e d persons be assured o f a n ope n 
trial wi th the application of a ll i nte rnational accepted s tanda r ds 
of due p r ocess i n such a t r ial . 

The application of such i nternat i onal standar ds must ins ure 
t hat these four d efenden ts h a ve the followi n g r ight s : 

1. The r igh t to a pub lic and ope n trial : 

2 . The right to consult wi t h and have the assi stance of a n 
impart i a l a nd e ffec t ive atto rney a nd attor neys: 

3. Th e righ t to confro nt and c r oss-ex ami n e the witnes s e s 
against t he m: 

4 . The right to c a l l and examine wi tnesses i n the ir own b e h a l f: 

5. The right to freely test i fy themselves in their own b e half 
o r no t to so testify if that is t heir choice. 

. Viewi ng t his trial, the n , f r om t he p r ospect i ve of the sensitive 
in t ernational communi t y which is concerne d with t h e adminis tratio n 
of justice i n every part o f the world , we str o ngly ho p e that y ou 
wi l l ensure that the p rincipl e s of internat i on a l due p r ocess are 
met with during this t rial and ther eafter . I n addit i on, we , a s 
l eadi ng prosecutors in the United Sta tes , would r e spectfully reque st 
that you permit a d e l e gation from our number to s it i n attendance 
at this trial as r e pre sen tatives of t h e world community and also 
as possible counsel for these defende n ts as t hey so d e sire . We 
would also r e quest that the Syrian g ove rnment formally s anc t i on 
the admiss ion of the inter nat i o nal press t o observe and attend the 
trial . We sincer ely believe that your p e rmi ssion f o r s u c h a 
delegatio n , comprised of member s of our o rgan ization t o attend the 
trial, whic h I understand is to be r esume d o n the 25th of August, 
1974, would ser ve the best inter e s ts of the basic principles of 
international j u stice as we ll a s t h e best inte r ests your government 
in the eyes of t h e o n looking conunun i ty. We hope that you will 
concur in the approval of our r e quests and will respond favorably 
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to them . We anxiously await such a response on your part· 

The letter was signed by the following district attorneys: 

Robert F. Leonard, Genesee Co. Mich. 
Joseph P. Busch, Jr., Los Angeles 
D. Lowel l Jensen, Oakland, Cal. 
Richard Gerstein, Miami 
F. Emmett Fitzpatrick, Philadelphia 
Jack Hoogasian, Waukeegan, Ill. 
Roger Rook, Oregan City, Ore . 
Carl A. Vergari , White Plains, N.Y. 
Preston Trimble, Norman, Okla. (Pres. N.D.A . A.) 
Cecil Hicks, Santa Anna, Cal. 
Arthur A. Marshall, Jr., Upper Marlboro, Md. 
Eugene Gold, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
George C. Smith, Columbus, O. 
Gary W. Flakne, Minneapolis 
Edwin L. Miller , Jr., San Diego 
Brendan Ryan , St. Louis 
E. J. Salcines, Jr. , Tampa 
Wm. B. Randall, St. Paul 
Robert Bell Russel, Colorado Springs 
Patrick J. Leaby, Burlington, Vt. 
Donald C. Woolsey, Galesburg, Ill. 
Walter L. Sauer, Oelwein, Iowa 
Bernard Carey, Chicago 
Yargaret W. Jordan, Olathe, Kansas 
Omer T. Shawler, Marshall, I 11. 
Thomas E. Delahanty, II, Auburn, Me. 
Yartin G. Holleran, Exec. Dir . , Commission o n Investigations, Trenton, N.J. 
Louis T. Bergna, San Jose, Cal. 
Keith Sanborn, Wichita, Kansas 



: 
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·-·-... -s~;;~~ - B·;ut~·,i~~.,R~~;~;s --,t~~,f - - -~-:.;~~~ ~ : 
: I 

While the United Nations allows it· Syria. In the past Israe~i military pcr5on- ~ 
self to be a forum for vicious anti-Israel nel and civilians captured near the bor­
charges involving imagined misbehavior der have been tortured to a pc:>int where 

some died and others lost their minds. 
in East JerusaJem and the occupied ter- Syria is a member of the United Na-
ritories, the small J ewish communi ty of tions; the Anh League and a federal 
Syria. perh aps four thousand, is under· grouping with an a11egcdly moderate 
going the most terrible suffering at th~ Egypt. But she is being pcrmit~d to treat 
hands of barbarians. The well known her Jews with medieval savagery. with 
and distinguished General Luciw D. the fury of a coward yenting ·his feelings 
Clay, chairman of the Committee of Con:. on.the weak. The C.Ommittee of Concern 
ccm, ~ ad hoc group ·of lc:ading Amcri- has called upc:>n the Syrian Government 
can c1tuens from all wallc.s of life has to "cease the persecution of Jews. &ee 
d~ribed how Syrian Jews have 'been those imprisoned and permit emip 
v1cums of electrical torture, the ripping tion." A . statemcnf by Hadassah hat 
of fingernails and subjected to cigarette pointed out that this iJ not the first a- . 
burru · oc various paru of the"ir bodies. pcrience with Arab cruelty toward J~ 
Numerous cases of Jewish girls being kid- ish inhabitants and notes how in recent · 
napped, raped and thrown naked into the yean aroused public, opinion changed 
streets of the Jewish ghetto of Damascw the fate of Jewish victims of inhuman 
and the burning of Jewish homes have .: trcatme,nt in Iraq. Th~ ~ the Jime fer 
also been received. All this for the ·sole · the United Nations to react .and for mca • 
crime of being Jews and, in instancea of of conscience everywhere to raise thdr 
those who have been tortured for trying voices to that end, or failing this. to urge 
to g~t away from Syria. This is not the pressure by peoples and natioris that wiD· 
fun time such brutalitr. has _occurred in . put a stop, to .. thu 'SY.rim outrage. --~ .. 

.. · .. ""· -~ - ~ ~ /'~\. ,1.,1· . ~~- . . . l '. . r-. ~,1. _ 11 • r . 

.. ~ . . ... . ... 
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·· : • .. - :.:·- - .. • .. :-- · -: -r:-, , ... _, .. 1: ::1:->·:.·:~.~r ~,,... .. --: · ."··· · · .• · ~·--: .: .. ... :-.. : - ·:---=~~-; ~ 

The Plight · of Syria~s J cwish· Community ·: -·· .. : : ·~: . ·.! 
. . . : . - . . . . 

T_o the Editor: · _. · · - . · · · permits Jii.st by ahowins thdr 1denUf17. . 
The Syrian Jewish congregations of · cards at the border. 

the u.s. with a to~ membership of The 4.ooo Jews In ·syrla U. ' beln1 
over 25,000 people are deeply coo- ·subjected to varioua forms of haraa- : 
~med about the plight of their ftm· ' meat,· discrimination and restriction:. : 
ihes, relatives and friends In Dam.u-·. Even wfthln Syria, they are forblddea • 
CU!, Aleppo and Qamlshll In Syria. ... . : . to move beyond • radius of three 
. Distressing and lncrcaslngly alarm- miles of their place of l'e$ldence _with· 
mg reports have been reaching us fro.m out 1~ permit. All their· fdenti~ 
Syria, ot Jr:ws beinr arbltrarlty. ar- cards are marked In red ink Oil botb 
rested, molcstccl and tortured. ........... ·. sides with Jarie lettel'I .. Jewl&'" Jews . 

They have committed no crime or: are wider close surveDJanca: 1'7. the. · 
any violation or the Syrian constJtu· ' secret police and often ia~.: 
Uon. Their only crime Is being Jewish, ·llrld their homes are sencbed. Let· 
In view of the fact that Moslem and ters are always censored. Jews are de-: 
Christian Syri1U1S are read Uy able to: nied bank credit or coDec:tkm ol debta • 
lcave.~e country wfth~_ ut applyinr_~.or. and may ricit sell or dilPOM af"thelr. 

property. 'The Syrian authori~ea ~.,.­
done . nothlni to .curb vand&Jlslil or 
Jewish homes. Jewish eemeterles' baw ~ 
been connsCated. Jews live ID c:oDStant­
rear and are prevented from ~ ~ 
In&- .· .·· ·-. . ·• · ·· 

These dlsc:rimlnatoli poudes ·an' la 
~ .clear__..violaUoa· Gr ~ UDfyenal ~ . 

laratlon · of Humaa JU&bb ad · CDD-

. trary to the Syrl~ ~~ ,lta_, -
assurances to U.N. representathe_ ~ . 

. Gu.ssiq. Oil the tieatmeat ol freedaa ., 
• of movement of the Jewish minorlt,J~ ·: · 

' '!be intematJonal communl~ bu• ·. 
·. solemo duty to alleviate the.pllabt af 

these unfortunate victim& and to span ' 
· them additJonal sufferlnp. ; a .l · 

(Rabbi) J~H JIAltul·. 
Committee for Rescue of Syrian JntrJ • j 

Brooklyn. March rt. 1172 

.. 



L 'Coinmiftee .. · 01-cc>ncerri~: Fectrful-: 
! ~' :i e\~~ish···.·c<>·rriroun.ity · in.~ ·svria> 
t . .- .. .. • . ... · .. ·. - . • ·· ~ . ... ... . . .. .. ..... .. ' ... 
' NEW YORK - The Committee ol: Concern. a noo­
:_ secta·riao group seeking· tO · alleviate ~ · .Plight · ~ 
: minorities In Arab· countries, expressed ·tear that the 
'. arrest of two .Jewish activists in connection with. the recent . . 
~urder o! four young Syrian Jewish women ls an attempt 
~ ~ di~tra~t ·~tte~tio~ -~~~ ,SY_rian per~~cuti_on -~~ ~ew~ 
i "We fear <hat these lwo Jewish~ . be furnished with deleme coumeJ .. 
· young-men, who were known lo the- · cl their ·· cho0si.n&. and. &Jvea • 
'. Syrian a uthorities,· are helot'; '. prompt and open trial~:~ .:.,, .: ·- · 
; utilized y scapeg~ta _ by µ.e :-; - Syria should a Dow Jew& to leue, . 
;.. Syrians in -Otde:i' to -divert:=world .. , ·as other Arab countries have done; · 
: at~ntioo f rom the plight· or ~ ·f the commJttee stated. Tbls,.lt aaicl, 
. Jewish comrzjwuty/~ . . : the • co~~:=-~'.iS' "a". fw:idamenta) humadltarian : 
: mittee sta~t :•·. '.":·:-;°-'_;-:-· · :.Y .·que5tioa and should not be ccm- : 
:- The .~mmittee of Concern,-. fused wftb political Issues ~ the 
_headed by Gen.. ·Lucius . D • . Cla7 ·_Mi_~-~: :.~--. . ::,-:.- ·,:, ~ 
I <U.S. Army Ret..), canea pa the ..: .-· ~ ... - • - · · ·-- ·:..t .. -i'-.--. . . 
. Syrian auQlorlti~ lo grant Jews ~ 
·. that <-oaqtry fuJ! freedom, .ht-
' duding the right to emigrate. . 
; : Persons who komi Yussef Shaluh : 
: aod Azur Zalta, tbe Jews aDeged · · 
"by the authorities lo t>e part ·of '• - · · 

r band ol four · assassim who ..Md :. ·· 
~ ••coor essed" to robbing and' Chea' :-:­
' killing the women, · -were u.::~· 
; rredulom· at the . charg~~7the-:..:.; 
; "COmmi ttee stated: ·~f°!.: :~: .. ·~: ;l=f;·~ -.• r · . F ound ID Mounta~ .. \:'..:,J:.-· 
~ . 11>e bodies cl the four YDUDI ·. 
~ women. residents ol Damascus.~ · 
: were reportedly round · iA the ·­
: mouotaioo~ region neai • the -
: Lebanese border. ' 'The ooly re&.soa 
~ Jewish · women wouJa_ uodenue 
~ such · a dange.rous journey.- the · · 
~ committee said. ·~as OQl ¢'a deep · · · 
• se~ cl desperation as. to .their 
, ~uture in Syria. wJ>ere the Syriaa ·· -
: government bas made life ror Jews· 
i intolerable and barred aO., Jecal 
. avenue lor their e.migratioa.. .. 
f ·. ·'People ~ know . the yOuzc 
~ men well,·~ the committee said, 
~~'Doted that they- a~ both out­
. ~od.ine members cl the Jewisb 
. community, known for ". their 
i devotion to the welfare_ cl lheir 
, "8JTassed.t!rethrm. For oample. · 
· botb. Shalub" and 7.alta reeuJadJ · 
: .v1~1~H· .J~wisb .prisoners ap• ··· 
• brought. them food. Sbalub., lbe • 
: alle,ed rin&leader al this· m..-. 
~ derous ba~ also hacJ biterveaed · .. 
~ CID , various ocx:asiCllll witb the 
, Muliabarat. the Syrian secret 
, police cootromne Jewish affaln. 
t- CID beha.lf ol Jn1sb ~ Jt 11 
j thus b11bl7 incC1Dceh:able tbal · 
t these deyoted members ol o.· 
.. Jewish communltJ would murdlr 
' rnur· ol lhelr·feDaw Jews." - : : . · 
l-· .- . - • :· . 
( : .. :in ~ ·o1. the ~ldoua ctr-.; 
·• numtancm · siarTounclinl. thil. ID- ·. 
\ ddeat and pUt erideDce of. 1CID- I 

~Jeptcim• estracted unc!«'.IGriure..,. . 
·~a. C'OIDIDIU. ..... ...... . cal 
~ upca a. s7'1U. "eutharttlm .. . 
.....,.. lbat tbe ·"--' aim'v"~ 

~--' ~-
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SYRIA: 

A Troubfed Minority 
The Syriaru harO.$$ u, in many woy1-

1ome oiolent, some $Ubtle. I had on Arab 
friend once in a convent school I went to 
and we used to write each other occa­
sionally. But our friend.Jhip bro le off 
after the police warned her about her 
relationship with a Jew. Also, whenever 
there wa1 any fighting on the border we 
became scopegoab. But the worst thing 
wa1 that as Jewish neighborhocxh be­
came oocated through death or escape, 
Palestinians moved In. Bv now neorlv 10 
per cent of the Haret a.I Yahoud [Jewish 
quarter of Damascus] if Palestinian. 
They perform the task of spies and 
informeri. 

- A Syrian Jew 

Only 40 years ago, Syria was a hospi­
table home to nearly 30,000 Jews, many 
of them prosperous men who played 
inBueotial roles in the country's flourish­
ing cu.ltural and economic life. One E~ 
tian Jew founded the Syrian-French daily 
L'Orient. And much of Syria's foreign 
trade and tourist industry were managed 
by Syrian Jews or largely sponsored and 
promoted on a foreign-investments basis 
by Jews living abroad. Similarly, nearly 
all of the professorships at the prestigious 
University of Damascus were held by 
European Jews. 

Today, however, all that has changed. 
For in the years since Israel was founded 
as a separate state, Damascus and Jeru­
salem have become implacable enemies. 
And as a result of that fact, Syria hu 
clearly become a most inh~itable place 
for Jews to live. The country s once large 
Jewish community bas dwindled to only 
4,500 people. And most of them have 
become frequent victims of official harass­
ment and discrimination. ~ Jews they 
cannot travel farther than 2.5 miles from 
home without permission. Specilll inher­
itance laws provide that at death their 
property automatically reverts to the 
state. They cannot hold jobs in govern­
ment or in ban1cs and they cannot own 
telephones or buy T.V. sets or auto~ 
biles. l.n addition, Jews are barred from 
universities and it is ooly with great dif­
.&culty that they can ac:qmn, even an 
elementary education. More importantly, 
they live in constant fear of tenor ana 
violence. °'No one is spared,• said one 

Syrian Jew who escaped and came to 
New Yorlc to live. ·one 4-year~d chiJc:I 
was imprisoned fw a year with his 
mother and bribed by the police to in­
form on her.• 

Not surprisingly, reports Uh tbele 
have aroused the wrath ol Jewish P1JUP1 
aod civil Hbertarians the world owr. Fur­
thermore, alter four young Jewish wmn­
en were murdered last March trying to 
escape into Lebanon, even the besieged 
Jews of Damascus streamed bravely &om 
their ghetto to demand pennissioD to 
emigrate. And in the U.S., anpy ~ 
can Jews have begun to pressure their 
congressmen to intercede oa behalf ol 
Syrian Jews. I.ndeed. u a result ol their 
intensive lobbying. a resolutioa wu sub­
mitted to the Senate last week calling 
on President Nixon to discuss the plight 
of Syrian Jews during his visit this weelr:: 
to Damascus. 

Denial: But the Syrians- who claim to 
see their Jewish residents u a security 
threat-are understandably reluctaat to 
tallc about the matter. And when pnmed 
on such questiom u immiptioo ff. Jnn-· 
they often bury their discrimfnatmy -
policies under the blanJcet ol Syriaa aa- · 
tiooal secU.rity. ·syr1a hu been at wu 
with l.sraeJ.• Deputy Foreip MfD1sts 
Abdullah Khani declared in a recent in­
terview. -We cannot let our c:itizaas F 
to swell the nob ol the I.sraeli Army ... 
Still other Syrian authorities blithely deny 
that the country discriminates apimt its 
Jewish citizens. Ambassador Haissam ~ 
Jani, Permanent Representative ol Syria to 
the United Nations, claims iD fact thd 
Synan. • Jews liw •u brothers to S~ 
Christians and Syriaa Muslima. 1 Def 
have equal rights just lilce other c:itfliem. 

Fw U.S. dlplomats strualin1 to ...U. 
a diflicult peace between Syria and &­
rael. the discre~ between ti. .. 
cial Syrian line and the honor doriel 
told by Jewish refugees are a touchy and 
highly emotioaal issue. Seaetuy ol State 
Xiuinger reportecDy meatioaed the sta­
tus of Syriaa Jews dwia1 his recent talb 
with Syrian President Assad but he ~ 
Jy did not push it. •More pressure at du. 
point.• one Xissinger aide aplaiaed ~ 
"would have been highly ~ 
And with their destiny musbt betww 
Syria's apparent intraDsipace and W_. 
mst!Jll:• diplomatic c:autiaa.- it 11 lalDIY 
mWJcely that life will become muda 1-t­
ter fw Syria"s beleaperedJews. 

Newaweek,Junel7,197• 

Reprinted with pennission 
Newsweek International 

The American Jewish Commintt, lnstirure ol Human Rclarioas, 165 Ease 56 Sueu. New Yarlr. N.Y.1~ 
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Report on Jews • 
ID Arab Lands 

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE FOR 
REScUE OF JEWS IN ARA B LANDS 

Hostages pray for dead pilots 

~ese photographs reprinted from a 
Syn~ Military newspaper should be of 
part~cular interest to Beth Tzedec. The 
capuon under the picture with the five 
coffi~s, (transla~ed from the Arabic) 
rtads. 'The bunal of five Israeli pilots 
wh~se planes were shot down ove r Syrian 
territory. The service is conducted by 
Rabbi Ibrahim Hamra o f Damascus " 
Show_n in the picture from the left a~e 
Rabbi Hamra; an agent of the Deuxieme 
Bureau (Syrian Secret Police) with sun 
glasses; Rabbi Zaki Minfakh wearing a 
fez. 

A careful analysis would question the 
area as a cemetery - the wire fence - no 
grave markers - the absence of fresh ly 
dug graves - the four pails; no minyan is 
present_; the Rabbis hold no prayer books. 
What as the large dark mass in the 
foregound? Blood? Are the streaks on 
rhe second coffin also blood? What are 
rhe dark areas under the second and third 
coffins? Were indeed the Israeli pilots 
kiled_ when their planes crashed? Perhaps 
Ra~1 . Hamn, a hostage in his native 
Syna, is forced to appear at a mock burial 
of murdered Israeli pilots. 

Informed sources report the only 
Jewish cemetery, on the outskirts of 

Damascus. is now covered by a highway 
to the airport. 
The Rabbi of Damascus 

Rabbi Ibrahim Hamra is the 34 year 
old Orthodox rabbi of Damascus. Syria 
who was first contacted in April, 1972 by 
the late Dr. Ronald Feld, and to whom all 
parcels of religious articles and cables are 
now sent by the Beth Tzedec Committee. 
It was Rabbi Hamra who send the cable 
to the late Dr. Feld - the last message 
from the Damascus Jewish Community -
the day before the Yorn Kippur war. 

" Now smile; look friendly ." ... 

The picture with the group shows: a 
Syrian soldier; Mr. Salim To tah (facing 
the camera - who is the head of the 
Damascus Jewish community, but lives 
outside the ghetto walls); an unknown 
man (back to camera); Rabbi Hamra 
(ex treme right); the agent of the Deux­
ieme Bureau (in glasses and at the Rabbi's 
side in both pictures); Rabbi Minfakh (in 
fez with his back to the camera). The 
caption under this pic~ure states the 
congeniality of the Synan and Jewish 
communities. 

Parcels 
Although an uncertain situation e.x~ 

in Syria two boxes for Chanulcah 

sen t to Rabbi Ibrahim Hamra in 
Damascus. Our Committee decided every 
effo rt sho uld be tried so that the 
Damascus Jewish community knows 
someone has not forgotten. Items in the 
boxes (all texts are in the Sephardic 
tradition): 

Prayer book (in Hebrew and French); 
Drey dels; Bibles (in French and Hebrew); 
Children's book of Hebrew · alphabet; 
child's beginner book of Hebrew (French 
and Hebrew); Haggadah (Hebrew and 
French); children's tzitzis; Booklets-grace 
after meals (Spanish-Portugese Tradition); 
Mini Sidurim; Miniature book of Psalms: 
Hebrew calendar. 

The cost of SI 00.00 for articles and 
postage of S48.00 was supplied by 
donations to the Dr. Ronald Feld 
Foundation for Jews from Arab Lands. 
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THE RESC:UE C'OMMn TEE IS a 

newly formed comm11tee at Heth T ledec 
for the pupose of assisting frll ow Jews in 
poluic31 trouble anywhere rn the world. 
!he chairman 1s Judy l· d J. vice cha1rm:m 
is Dr Murray FreedmJn 

JEWS I SYRIA 

" ..... please send the complete se t of 
the M1shna. Rabbi I IJnHa . Damascus. 
Syria.'' In response 10 the Rabbi's request 
tn hi~ last cable . rhe foll owing 11cms were 
Stnt in two Purim bo,es to S\ r1a · 

1 ser M1shnavot r ifercth Yisracl 7 
volumes · · 
4 Mishn:iyor mm1aturc complete. 
volume 
30 Megillal l:sther. Hebrew only. 25 
books 
Whistle type Purun greggers for child· 
ren 

_E\•ery box sent h:is co nt:11ned a quo· 
tataon from the P~lms Box I: 
ltranslared from rhe 1-rench) '"Happy 
P.Jnm. Be srrong, and let yo ur heart take 
courage. All ye tha t wall for the Lord " 
!Psalm 31. verse 25 ) 

In Box 2 was the message "The Lord 
Jn.s-Aer thee in the d:iy of trouble. The 
name of the God of Jacob set thee upon 
high." (Psalm 29. verse 2.) 

The Dr. Ronald Feld f- oundation for 
Jews from Arab Lands funded the 549.00 
for the books and postage of $48.00. Non 
delivery and destruction by Syrian postal 
officals of many previous boxes sent from 
other parts of the world necessit:ites 
registered, first class. air mail. 

During the Yorn Kippur war, Israeli 
planes bombed military targets in Syria. 
One was situated in Damascus adjacent to 
a hospital and the ghetto walls. The 
bombs blasted a hole in a section of the 
wall which was used as an escape route to 
Beirut, Lebanon for about 50 trapped 
Syrian Jews. They were hidden by the 
Lebanese Jewish community; but, be· 
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cause they had no passports, the escaptes 
were unable 10 leave Ltbanon. An appeal 
was sent to President Nixon. A ~upy of 
part of the document is reproduced with 
signatures in French and Arabi\!. Note 
what appears 10 be the signatures of 
families. 

The Beth Tzedec Rescue Committee 
Jlso received a plea for assistance and was 
awaiting a complete list of the escapees 
names when the following was reported: 

The escapees were hidden in cargo 
boxes :ind loaded aboard a Pan Am cargo 
plane nying 10 Paris. France. Here, they 
received American visas and walked onto 
El Al planes bound for Israel. "My 
father's in Jerusalem" was the joyful cry 
of one youn~ Syrian Jew now living in 
the U.S. Everyone is safe, except two 
teen age boys who were kidnapped while 
on the streets of Beirut: Isaac Gaddeh, 18 
years old, and Albert Hasbani, 19 years 
old (the boys) are believed to be 

February 20, 197 4 

imprisoneJ outside Damascus. No further 
information is available. 

Rabbi Hamra remains with thuse 
Jewish hostages still in Syria. 
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@)001121~ ]1Jocu~ rescue 

Jewry in foreign lands 

I Ritp~rt from the Commjttee for Jewry in 
F11reign L:inds 

Sl\ION KHA BAS 
(A Sr?1111 Jewish Escapee living in Israel 
tr:q111nng heart surgery I 

The Dr. Ronald Feld Foundation 
re.:eived S 1,383.00 raised by I.he students 
o( the Beth Tzedec Congregational school 
dllring their two week "special" rame in 
lid of Simon Khabas; 537 .00 was netted 
by the Congregational teen-age rs at their 
~:special" <Llnce. 

Dr. E. Kazz3.111 (Simon's doctor · in 
Israel) detailed Simon's escape from 
Syria: 

. For the last 8 years, I.he K.habas family 
:U\'t attempted withouc success, to gee 
permission for Simon to travel from Syria 
to France for treatments. Simon himself, 
J:u repeatedly auempted to escape; each 
lime the Syrian authorities caught and 
cktained him. After his release, his 
brothers and sisters were arrested and 
~aren for several weeks. (Simon is the 
youngest of 6.) 

Afte1 an interview with the Minister of 
tile Interior, requesting Simon be al lowed 
oo go the Beirut, Lebanon, a deposit of 
SJ,000 was demanded ; then, the brother 
.-as severely beaten for daring to talk 10 
tlie minister! · 

Some 14 months later, permission was 
granted for Simon 10 go 10 Beirut for one 
month only with a "security deposi t" of 
S400.00. 

The Beirut Jewish community pro­
.;ded for Simon's care. Doctors suggested 
Sunon go 10 Paris for further tests. In 
li>anwcus, the family applied for a Syrian 
pmpoct 10 enable Simon to go 10 Parjs. 
Syrian authorities insisted on Simon's 
iinmediate return as the month was up. 
The Khabas family was then subjected to 
further beatings by the Syrians. 

No specifics are reported, but next 
Simoo is in Israel being ad.milled to the 
Td Hashamere Hospital for tests! These 
mulls are being translated in to English 
;md will be forwarded for evaluation by 
Toronto cardilogists. 

lHE PALESTINIANS: 

The Enaiish prea reports much about 
die riFIS of the Palestinians and their 
laaes. Frequently their acts of terrorism 
IO without punishment by world govem­
llellls. What about confiscation of Jewish 
PIOPCrty by Arab countries? In Syria, 

~ 1965 standards, the figure of 

Jewish property seized is two billion 
dollars. 

EYE WITNESS REPORT: "WE SPOKE 
TO THE JEWS WHO MUST LIVE IN 
SYRIA" 

The April 28, 1974 edition of 
" EpOC3 " {Italy) published a lengthy, 
detailed article by Mr. Livio Caputo who 
went 10 Syria with photographer, Mauro 
Galligani, lo investigate the ~pe _and 
mullilalion of four Syrian Jewish girls: 
sisters, Tony, Lora, and Sarah Zeybalk, 
and Eva Saad, and the arrest of two Jews 
and two Arabs charged with the crime. 

Since several years have passed since 
even an non-Jewish foreigner was permit· 
led near the Jewish community in Syria, 
their account becomes of utmost impor· 
tance. 

Space limits printing the entire article. 
It does however, confirm by eye witneu, 
again ai1 that has been previously printed 
in this bulletin with added details: 

Their arrival in Syria, coincided with 
the Jewish protest of the girls' murder 
"that ended in a violent police cb-se."' 
When a young girl tried to speak to them, 
but in Arabic which they could not 
understand, "pillas" att~pt t~ force 
the men into a car; the prl Is seized by 
people in uniform. A strugle follows. 
'"We hcsilated a lo• tbe to pablWa tile 
'stolen' snapshot that reCards dae 
incident. If, in the end we decided to 
publish it, it was to mike kaowa to 

public opinion, 3 innocent victims of the 
Middle East conflict who had the couraac 
to denounce the duress they are forced to 
live under." 

The Syrian official statement of whr. 
can not these Jews leave: they are ' 
perfectJy happy and pleased with their 
condition and have nothing to fear from 
the authorities. Later statements, how­
ever, by another government official 
stated: "we have no intention of 
strengthing Israel by allowing the Syrian 
Jews to move to Israel." 

Syrian authorities allowed Mr. Caputo 
to meet outside the ghetto with Selim 
Totha, 70, president of the Jewish 
Council of Damascus and Ibrahim Hamra, 
35, the new chief Rabbi , in the shop of 
Joseph Jejali, a rich prominent Jew. ''The 
talk would have been rather illuminatq 
had not both evidently been intimidated 
by the·presence of a Government ofncial, 
who never let them out of his sighL" 
When asked why the girls ran away if 
things were .so good the Jewish answer 
was: " they were poor, uneducated girls 
. .. " Earlier, the Syrian Police line had 
told the reporter: •• • . . the men 
specialized ~ the orpnization of the 
flight of rich Jews .• . " (To quote only 
parts of the article.) 

"In spite .of .U controls, we succeeclecl 
in arrangin& a meetiq, out of reach of 
microphones and inquisitiwe ears. with a 
leader of the Jewish Community." 

The article continues: ..... we must 
not forget the filhts of the Syrian Jews 
. . • being so few, they are expOISed to the 
risk of beina ucriraced." 

1. Although the Syrian Government 
has no direct responsibility in the killin& 
of the 4 girls, a Pres hate campaigli 
against Israel so vicious chat: "ldllilll a 
Jew looks like a virtue'". Two young 
teen-age boys were also killed wblle 
attempting to cross the border. 

2. Jews live in a constant state or 
terror: meeting even in a synogogue 11 
supect. 

3. Jews have no pcmibillty at Ill al 
defendina them1elwl" la -. ~ ..-1 ....... ". 

4. Durina batdll ... ~ 
tuna al die -- ii ~ 
~-·-.. ~~ 

~-
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Report on Jewry in foreign lands 
"ONE JEW WILL HELP ... " 

"'He's a C:in:id1an doctor. He cares. I 
htard it on the rad 10." So began the chill· 
mg 13le by Simon Kh:ibas to Judy Feld as 
ihty sat in Jerus:ilem. The translation 
from Arabic into English was by Dr. 
Aaron Kauam 

Arter 1he tall , slim. blond , handsome. 
17 year old con1roll.:d his sobs upon 
le3ming 1hat rhe doctor (the la1e Ro nald 
Feld), who had given him hope and cour· 
age to escape was no longer alive, Simon 
continued: 

"Bec:iuse of tlus radio report of a doc· 
!Orm CJnad:i who wished to help me. my 
brothers and sisters were able to persuade 
my parents th:it I. the youngest of sLx and 
sickly, must escape from Damascus. 
S)'rta. A Jew on the outside cared about 
me! I would get help. 

"My health prdblems were worst m 
1967 when 1 faint ed and turned blue. A 
Je~~sh specialist (who is denit:d hospital 
pnvileges because he is Jewish) wrote a 
medical document requesting the Syrian 
authorities permit me to travel to Beirut , 
Lebanon or France for medical treat­
ment. 

"Request refused. 

"Finally I was allowed to travel bevo nd 
the 3 mile rest riction for Jews to the 
Damascus hospital. Here a French and 
Czech doctor recommended I go to Bei· 
rut, Lebanon for treatment. 

"Permission denied by Syrian authori· 
ties. 

" I had no medical treatment from 
1967 to 1973. 

"After this news in 1972 that a Cana­
dian doctor wanted to help, my brot her 
was encouraged to go to the Minister of 
Interior in Dan\ascus for a visa. Suddenly, 
yes, I could go to Lebanon. But moments 
before I was to leave came the notice : 
'Permission denied; you are a J ew.' 

"At the end o f 1972, in desperation 
my brother posed as a Lebanese and ob­
tained two travelling permits. We were 
discovered and sent back to Damascus by 
the Syrian Secret Police. 

"In early 1973, my brother gave SSOO 
(collected by our poor Jewish Commun· 
ity) to a Syrian Arab to smuggle me to 
Lebanon. At the bprde r he turned me 
cmr to the police. My five brothers and 

!'$Were arrested and beaten. 

-
,,_/ ( . 

~ l l · ... . 
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SIMON KHABAS 
July, 197 4, Israel 

.. Six months later in June 1973, a one 
month visa was g.ranted after the Syrian 
police were paid S400.00. My parents 
were imprisoned. Regardless of this pay­
ment, I think, someone must have said 
some thing for me! There must have been 
a reason they let me go." 

From Canada at this particular time, 
the late Dr. Ronald Feld had been send· 
ing a series of weekly cables to Rabbi 
Hamra in Damascus inquiring about the 
health of Simon Khabas. No replies were 
ever received. Perhaps the messages were 
directed to the Syrian authorities instead. 

Simon Khabas d id go to Beirut, Leb­
anon. 

Arriving alone, sick, without money, he 
found the Synagogue and introduced 
rumself to the Rabbi. The Beirut Jewish 
community supplied medical care for 
fou r mo nths: first in a small hospitll -
"Mar Alias". then 1he American Univer­
sity Hospital. next a convalescent hos­
pital. When the Syrian authorities de­
manded Simon's return from Lebanon. 
the docton protested ataUna furthei med· 

iql treatmenl was required in Europe. 
But a passport was needed to leave Leb· 
anon. 

SI ,200.00 was given to the Syrian au­
thorities in Damascus for a passport. 
None was ever sent. However, Simon fled 
Lebanon with a group of Syrian escapees 
for France. then to Israel. 

Simon kno ws no thing about the safetv 
of his family in Damascus. His always sad 
eyes show his loneliness and constant 
wo rry. A bluish tinge around his lips is 
the only sign of his illness. As yet he has 
not mastered Hebrew (in Syria he was de­
nied an education). 

His home in Israel is with an Egyptiui 
Jewish family; but he has very little. Med· 
ical treatment is given at the Tel Hasho­
mer Hospital. Schooling is being arranged. 

He brightened and was very excited 
when Judy Feld gave him a book about 
Canada purchased with finds raised by 
our Congregational school. 

A parcel of clothing - blue jeans - a 
radio - candies - from lhe "Dr. Ronald 
Feld Foundation" has been sent to 
Simon; necessities and a little hope, while 
his medical reports are studied in Tor· 
onto. 

If only his parents could be 1old: 
Simon Khabas is alive! 

PARCE~ 

Syrian escapees reported that last yeu 
in Damascus they used Haggadas in­
scribed: "Happy Passover from Toronto. 
Canada". 

Again this year for Rosh Hashanah 
boxes are being packed by the Conunittee 
for Jews in Foreip Lands for mailln1 to 
Rabbi Ibrahim Hamra in Damascus - "A 
healthy New Yeu from Toronto. Can­
ada". 



REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE FOR 
JEWRY IN FOREIGN LANDS 

COMMUNICATION ... 

RAl . 12: 16. a.m. on .August 28, 1?74 
3bb1 Ibrahim Hamra in Damascus Syria 

WJ.S C3bled in French from the Co.mm.i t· 
tee . for Jewry in Foreign Lands; "The 
:wish Community in Toronto, Canada 

1iltcs you. their J ewish brothers in 
Syna. best wishes for a good :ind healthy 
ycu We beg you send news." 
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~ 
Telecommunic ations 

CHANGE THE REPORT! 

Al 11 :30 p.m. on September 4 1974 
Judy Feld received a cable {t ra~sl:ited 
from the French): "Dr. Ronald Feld. A 
good year. I beg you send the series of 
the Gemorah with Commen tary in He· 
b!cw ~nd other cultural objects and finan· 
Clll ~1d. Thank you . Best wishes. Rabbi 
Ibrahim Hamra, Damascus, Syria .·· 

!Oll~E AHNH 1'11 1E1' E O'E:WOTDI S!:.R I E CUDI AioAH COl':ftCIH &E U 

HEeREu ouTRES 08JETS CIA.HS AICC f'HA~C I E.riE 11 ~r.c 1 SALUfATJ OH 

RA881 IBRAH!rl HAl'lllA 

This _is the first cable received any­
~h~re 111 the world since our cable of 
Punm, March J , 1974. "Commi 11ees for 
Jews from Ar~b Lands" located in Eur· 
ope report lheir efforts to cable Rabbi 
Hamra in Damascus return marked "per­
son non _existent" or such remarks. Only 
ables WJlh the signature of the late Dr. 
Ronald Feld arrive ; for this reason the 
bte Dr. Feld's name is stiJI used by our 
Committee. 

Two parcels from the DR. RONALD 
FE.LO_ FOUNDATION are already in the 
~; if .they arrive the R:ibbi's rcquest.s 
will be immediately sent. J ust what hap­
pened to the money sent some time ago is 
under investigation. The "Canadian Com· 
miltee" will supply financial aid . 

Escapees report that all. Hebrew re­
ligious boo~ from homes and synagogues 
were buml m 1967 - reminiscent of an· 
other dark era. Simon Khabas tells he 
saw: "no books in the synagogue ; services 
were conducted from memory o r what 
~~ learn from our parents. The only re­
ligious books in Damascus now arc those 
allowed in by the Syrian authorities from 
Canada." 

We will continue ... 

COMMENTARY - hard cover. 
I SHULCHAN ARUCH 
6 HOSEFER - first re:iders in Hebrew 
last page with " Hatikvah" torn out. 
20 BOOKS FOR SLI CHOT SERVICE 

All books are in French and Hebrew. 
Each parcel contained the message in 
French; 

"Happy New Year, 
Be strong and let your heart take courage 
All you that wait for the Lord." 

Psalm J I 

As usual the boxes were sent first class 
air mail; the entire cost of parcels and 
postage was paid by THE DR. RONALD 
FELD FOUNDATION of Beth Tzedec 
Congregation. 

" WE DIDNT KNOW? " 

The Syrian policy of deceiving the 
world ; no one should know - but quietly 
the Jews of Syria must be destroyed. 
However, the group of 84, who escaped 
during the Yorn Kippur war when a bomb 
blasted a hole in the gheu o wall, de­
scribed the ghetto as one of misery to 
Judy Feld during her visit to Israel this 
summer. Harassment of Jews is co mmon­
place. Since the Yorn Kippur war Jews 
stay inside as much as possible terrified o f 
attack from their neighbours. Young 
women never walk alone in the streets. 

The mud homes have one room to a 
PARCELS . . . family - at night, for sleeping; in the day­

time, the man's work place. 
In 1wo boxes sent 10 Rabbi Hamra in 

Damascus were - The streets arc mud. Sanilalion ii de-

I VELVET " KJPPA" for David Kh abas plorable. Electricity is cut off at nine 
rather of Simon. ' o 'clock. 
I CHILDREN'S ROSH HASHANAH Jews arc permitted only manual work. 
COLOURJNG BOOKS _ front pag~s Although there is no law barring Jews 
"'ras containing Rosh Hashanah card from other employment, only a sublle 
"ith~n /Jallid tom o ut. matter of delays, creating desp;air and 
4 MACHZORIM FOR YOM KJPPUR _ wearing away human d lp lty. 

pro fessio nals d ie , none are trained to take 
their place. 

It is su rprising to learn there are many 
child ren in the ghetto. Girls many as 
young as 15 and have large families. 

THE ELEVEN MOTHERS OF 
ALEPPO .. • 

Eleven Jewish women from Aleppo. 
Syt ia we re recently taken to Damascus 
prison and tortured until they revealed 
who had smuggled their children out of 
Sy ria. An escapee who was rela ted to one 
of the wo men and saw her on two occa­
sio ns after the event told : ""the woman 
was tied hand and foot with wire. 
strapped inside a big lony tire with her 
head downwards. Electric shocks were 
applied . After 36 hours the woman con­
fessed and was permitted to return home. 
She awakes shrieking in the night." 

"SYRIAN JEWS EXISTS" . . • 

The Beth Tzedec Succah, on Tuesday 
Octo ber I will be the scene of a mass 
••steep-in" by our Beth Tzedec Youth 
(joined by some parents! ) protesting the 
plight of the Jews forced to remain in 
Syria. More details on the .. Youth Paae". 
SPONSOR :rHEM! SUPPORT THEM! 
JOIN THEM! 

PROFESSOR SAUL FRIEDMAN •• • 
Will speak at Beth Tzedcc in Fcbruuy 

instead of October. The weekend wlll in­
clude a Shabbat speech on Syrian Jews.. a 
Syrian Kiddush, and an academic m­
counter with coUell studen1$ •ti~~·• 
time; on SUnday, PrOl'._ F'~ 
give an illustrated llc&UR lO dai l{t;~:I 
Club - eve~ ii wtlcame 

SIMON ICHABAS , •• 

1-~~r~p~r~in~te~d~i~n!F~r:a~n~c~e·:..___. " We lived Uke animals •• • ,we did ~t 
u•·---~w:i. h um" hdlnaa " When..the..aldu..--L....:..... .. iliilliiil~• 



~~RT FROM THE COMMITTEE FOR 
""y IN FOREIGN LANDS 

: mtMUNICATION .. . 

R 
At 12:16 a.m. on August 28 1074 

Jbb· lb ahi H · ' ~ 1 r m amra in D.imascus Sy ria 
~ cabled in French from the co'mmi t­
}~~/or Jewry in Foreign Lands: "The 

• ish Community in To ron to Canada 
11o•uhcs yo h · J · ' S . u. t eir ew1sh brothers in 
)¥na. best wishes fo r a good and healthy 

)'e:u. We beg you send news ... 
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Telecommunications 

CHANGE THE REPORT! 

J At 11 :30 p.m. on Septembe r 4 19 74 
,Udy Feld received a cable ( t ra~slated 
rom the French): " Dr. Ronald Feld. A 

E">Od year. I beg yo u send the series of 

!ON~E AllftH n.JE:ri [ D'[WOYDI S!RIE GUDIAit AH CDP:n [ lllt i:E Ell 

HEeR EU ou?R£S OSJE;TS CULH:S AICE Fl•.OCIO\E llUiCJ SALUIAtlOIOS 

RA8B I IBRAHlr: HA<"IR A 

the Gcmorah with Commentary in He­
b_rcw ~nd other cultural objects and finan­
~al ~id . Thank you. Best wishes. Rabbi 

11rahim Hamra, Damascus, Syria.·· 

Tlus _is the first cable received any· 
"""h:rc tn the world since o ur cable o f 
Punm, March 3, 1974. "Commi ttees fo r 
Jews from Ar~b Lands" located in Eur· 
(!)pc rtport their efforts to cable Rabbi 
Hunn in Damascus return marked ·•per. 
s.on non .existent" or such remarks. Only 
cables with the signature of the late Dr. 
!Ronald Feld arrive ; for this reason the 
lite ~· Feld's name is still used by o ur 
Corrulllt tee. 

Two parcels from the DR. RONALD 
FE~D. FOUNDATION arc already in the 
Nil ; if they arrive the Rabbi 's req uests 
'Will be immediately sent. Just what hap­
fj>tned ~o the money sent some time ago is 
llllldcr investigation. The "Canadian Com-
1millcc" will supply financial aid. 

. ~capces report that an· Hebrew re· 
ligious boo~ from homes and synagogues 
wcrt burnt in 1967 - reminiscent of an· 
other dark era. Simon K.habas tells he 
saw: "no books in the synagogue; services 
were conducted from memory or what 
~ learn from our parents. The only re­
ligious books in Damascus now are those 
allowed in by the Syrian authorities from 
Canad.a." 

We wiU continue ... 

COMM ENTARY - hard cover. 
I SH ULCHAN ARUCH 
6 HOSEFER - first readers in Hebrew 
last page with "Hatikvah" torn out. 
20 BOOKS FOR SLICHOT SERVICE 

All books are in French and Hebrew. 
Each parcel contained the message in 
French: 

" Happy New Year, 
Be strong and let your heart take courage 
All you that wait for the Lord." 

Psalm 31 

As usual the boxes were sent first class 
air mail ; the entire cost of parcels and 
postage was paid by THE OR. RONALD 
FELD FOUNDATION of Beth Tzedec 
Congregation. 

''WE DIDNT KNOW? " 

The Syrian policy of deceiving the 
world: no one should know - but quietly 
the Jews of Syria must be destroyed . 
However, the group of 84, who escaped 
during the Yorn Kippur wu when a bomb 
blasted a hole in the ghetto wall, de­
scribed the ghetto as one of misery to 
Judy Feld during her visit to Israel this 
summer. Harassment of Jews is common­
place. Since the Yom IGppur war Jews 
stay inside as much as possible terrified of 
attack from their neighbours. Young 
women never walk alone in the streets. 

The mud homes have one room lo a 
PARCELS . . . family - at night, for sleeping; in the day-

1 time, the man's work place. 
n two boxes sent to Rabbi Hamra in 

Damascus were - The streets are mud. Sanitation is de-
I VELVET "KJPPA .. for David Khabas plorable. Electricity is cut off al nine 
father of Simon. • o'clock. 
ICHILDREN'S ROSH HASHANAH Jews are permitted only manual work. 
COLOURING BOOKS _front pages Although there is no law barring Jews 
,,,,,,. containing Rosh Hashanah card from other employment, only a subtle 
llillllllitn David tom out. matter of delays, creating despair and 

NACllZORIM FOR YOM KJPPUR _ wearing away human dignity. 
r printed in France. " We Uved like animals • • • we did not 

. • nlli.Clf..mi:n I 11 A iUl. ___ fu.f lik bcin ." When the older 

professionals die, none are trained to take 
their place. 

It is surprising to learn there are many 
children in the ghetto. Girls many as 
young as IS and have large families. 

THE ELEVEN MOTHERS OF 
ALEPPO ... 

Eleven Jewish women from Aleppo. 
Sytia were recently taken lo Damascus 
prison and tortured until they revealed 
who had smuggled their children out of 
Syria. An escapee who was related to one 
of the women and saw her on two occa­
sions after the event told: .. the woman 
was tied hand and foot with wire, 
strapped inside a big lorry tire with her 
head downwards. Electric shocks were 
applied. After 36 hours the woman con­
fessed and was permitted to return home. 
She aW3kes shrieking in the night." 

"SYRIAN JEWS EXISTS" • . • 

The Beth Tzedec Succrzll, on Tuesday 
October I will be the scene of a mass 
"sleep-in .. by our Beth Tzedec Youth 
Goined by some parents! ) protesting the 
plight of the Jews forced to remain in 
Syria. More details on the "Youth Page". 
SPONSOR .TH.EM! SUPPORT THEM! 
JOIN THEM! 

PROFESSOR SAUL FRIEDMAN • •• 

Will speak al Beth Tzedec in Februuy 
instead of October. The weekend will hi­
dude a Shabbat speech on Syrian J9W1i a 
Syrian JC.iddush. and an academic e. 
counter with coUeae studenas at lupt;li 
time; on Sunday, Professor Friectman 
give an illustnted kcaure to 1JMt 
Club - everyone is wekiome. 
Sl~ION KHABAS ••• 

As yet no repon !~Ut 
tlon has boeft NCll• 
In Toionto.~t~~~ll 
Simon by out Yi 
ue hluP.iilll. 
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Report on Jewry in foreign lands 
·oR. RONALD FELD, 

TORONTO, CANADA. 
1 O:N THE EVE OF THE NEW YEAR AC­
~ MY BEST WISHES FOR HAPPl­
BEG · TWO PACKAGES ARRIVED. I 

YOU SEND THE BOOK OF 
~CHEL AND OTHER RELIGIOUS 
OBJECTS. THANK YOU. RABBI IBRA­
HL\1 HA.\IRA. DAMASCUS , SYRIA." 

j This cable. translated from the French 
mtved on Thursday September 19 1974 
at 8 JO I . ' . • 

l ~ · p.m. t 1s a direct reply to the 
F th. Tzedec. Commi11ee Fo r J ewry in 
ouign Lands' c3ble of Saturday Sep-

tember 14, 1974. at 11 :50 p.m.: ' 

-"' ~calthy year from the Jewish Com-
munity of T . th N oronto. Have you received 

e _cw Year packages? Please send 
oe~ unmediately." Included was a pre­
paid answer of 30 words. 

,
TlHERE IS NO BOOK OF RACHEL! 

tJn Could "Rachel" refer to Rachel K.habas 
e mother of Simon? For in one o f the 

I r.r.'O packages, the Rabbi says he received 
~.a velvet "kippa" marked "David Kha: 
as · Only through a free Simon could 

~"?thknow th~ name of his mother. If this 
. e meaning, the remedy is easy! In­
~e the next parcel, containing the com­
i-te 60. volumes of the Gemorah (re­
qtltste~ ID the cable of September 4, 
!!)74) is a challa cover with the notation 

pour Rachel K.habas". ' 

THE CODE IS TOO SIMPLE ... 

Ibrahim Hamra is a Rabbi, a Jew, a 
complex man. Various people have been 
:"suited - _scholars, Rabbis, escapees 
h~ were fnends of Rabbi Hamra in 

~Ym. and all incline to the following 
ll'ltcrpre la ti on: 

On ~osh Hashanah the Torah portion 
~lcl'fnuah 31 :2-20) " ... Rachel weeping 
lor her children. She refuseth to be com­
(or_tcd for .. her children, because they are 
f:eiltd . . . is chanted by Jews all over 
~rid, whether in the luxury of an air 

conditioned synagogue with the murmer 
of children's_ laughter or in the misery of 
a &hetto spied upo n by secret police, 
~re the sound of a shofar means cer-

n death. 

b not Rabbi Hamra pleading with us: 
rou who have freedom and comforts 
~ you have happiness too ... but 
r"ffp, weep for us as bitterly as Rachel 

for her children? According to leg­
n Jewish exiles passed the grave 

0AA660 
I OAA661C l91 552 ) 

~p 
Tcleco:nrm li~!t::;:;:: :-; ~3 

OT3 108 VIA core VCA062 SYA~84 6092 
CAMX HL SYDA 032 
DAM AS .SU.SI I 5 110~ 

LT 
Tr 7824 168 D'OCTEUR RONALD ra.o 
TORONTO CUADA 

V~LLE NOUVEL lH RECEVEZ NEILlfURS SOUHAITS IOlfN!UR Dfl.IX 

PA~ UETS ARRJVEES PRIERZ fwv OYEZ LIVRE RACHEL AUTRES OBJETS 
QJLTES l'IERCI 

RABBI IBRAHIN HA~RA 

of Rachel she cried so bitrerly that his 
mother's tears deeply moved God Himself 
and He promised to Je:id the children of 
Israel back to their land. 

Inserted in the parcel containing the 
Gemorah is also a quotation in reply from 
J oshua I :6: "Be strong and cour­
ageous ... " 

REMEMBER .• . 

Last year on the eve of Yorn Kippur 
our Committee received a disturbing 
cable from Rabbi Hamra in Damascus. U 
shook us with fear and aJoom. The next 
day Syria a ttacked Israel. 

WEEP AS RACHEL •. • 

Our tears must also become continued 
deeds of action : sending the "Post Cards 
of Hope" to the President of Syria, the 
Prime Minister of Canada, telegrams, let· 
ters to memben of government, cables. 
financial help, and parcels to Syria: u 
well as contributions to the Foundation 
named in memory of a man whose name 
is still the only link to the hos11ae1 
trapped in the Damascus ptto, tho late 

Dr. Ronald Feld. During his lifetime. 
"Rubin" Feld tried lo practice the teach· 
ing of the Talmud: .. He who saves one 
life is as if he saved the world". We who 
are alive and free must attempt to do no 
less. 

Donations in memory. or in honour or 
a loved one. or rejoicing in an occasion. 
or in aid of the Jews in Arab lands, can be 
made by contacting: 

Mn. Honey Milstein·-··----··--787-3589 
Mn. Sarah Lne ······-- ----·--·922·1548 
Mrs. Ricky Mason •••••••••••••••••••••• 489-8376 
Mn. Ruth Foster ·········-----·· 712-6525 
Or by mailing funds and requests direct.JY. 
to: 

DR. RONALD FELD FOUNDAnOR 
BETH TZEDEC SYNAGOGUE 

1700 BATHURST SfREB-
TORONTO. ONTARI~ CAN 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
ffiah Holda)' :Ptaiirew;·"JI 
~nnu._,. 
,..111 
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MY SONG TO THE JEWISH PEOP" E 
~ ~ 

Pe<> men lrc bro1hcr< and CJch 
I.I Pie 1< my own. "l: .. ~"vidi pco~lc }hough, of ancient 
ll · l~d fom<. 01 you I grew. 

JlcJmuig <pJrk a I fir,1 Jnd 
!;,"btknown: but drawn 10 you 
\\·l~?~rk ro.~ and bCCJme :I ildmc. 

n .nc:nic< ihear du<ty •torm 
~tn•1 you ri-.:. 

' " 1lg;i_aMt It . !urn ing 10 lhc sun. 
my ew1~h foce 
!\\lien duk · 
1 d ·grey clouds upon your 
·tl descended 

I •tl)' ""ti . 1 1 you my people to the iind. 

Tlus v~ rse lrom the poem ·by LEIB 
OLITSKI. read by Dr. SJul Fnedm:m :it 
our ··s1 bb · Lin .. 1~ at ol prayer for Jews in Arab 

d) · is printed here because of several 
members' requests. 

SYRIA 

THE l~RAEL PvBLIC COU:--:CI L FOR 
~~\\ S IN ARAB COU7\TR IES. d .1aired 
· Supreme Couri J us rice f I aim Cohn 

StJted in a recen t leller. ·· cannot teli 
~ou of developmen: s :is no news 1s re:ich­
ing us - but the gener:il feeling is that 
rhere isa h~~dening in the at:llude of Syr­
~fn au.rho r_i11es reg:i rding any possibi lity 

en11gra11on - even for the purpose of 
family reunions ... ·· 

The Israe lis arc less than thirty miles 
from Damascus. 

SYRIAN HOST AGES USED TO BIND 
SOVlET JEWS ... 

111 Febn1ar_1· 1975 Sy ria11 President 
H~fe: el-Assad declared i 11 011 interview 
"'"'' represenrorfre Srepl1e11 J. Solarz 
(Dtmocrar N. Y.). a member of rile U.S. 
House Foreign Affairs Commirree. and 
tht Jirsr Jewis/1 Congressman ro be gralll· 
ed an inren•iew: 

."fo!.o member of rile Jewish Community 
M.t// bt granted permission ro leave 
S.11ria." Ht further explained rhat if Syria 
allawtd emigration of her Jews, then 
S.vri~ wou!d be. unable rv press11re rile 

. ~~ttt Unw11 not to permit rile emigra· 
11011 of So1·iet Jews to Israel. 

CABLES .•. 

On March 4, 1975 The Committee sent 
rht following cables: "Rabbi Ibrahim 
fbmr:i. Damascus. Syria, Happy Pesach. 
tbve you received rhe packages? Answer 
whal you have received. More tcfillin will 
arrivt and we hopt' the Book of Rachel 
also. Besi wishes."' 

Included was a prepaid reply of JS 

r 

"Slw11lcl the world //ear the sc:rcam from 

tile Damau·us Jews locked up i11 a nameless 

street, ir would be shocked."· Ole Roessel, 

December 21, 1974 in " Poliliken", Cop-

enhagcn. 

An attempt was made to reach Rabbi 
Yomtov Yadid in Aleppo. Syria - 0 The 
Jewish Community of Toronlo. Canada 
sends you wishes for a happy Pesach. We 
will be happy to send you books or olher 
religious articles at your requesr . Answer 
immediately. Besr wishes." 

A prepaid answer was atso supplied. 

No answers have as yel been received. 

BOXES .•• 
Studen1s rrom 1he ··srudenr Coundl 

for Oppressed Jewry orToronto'' assiste;cl 
our Comrnillee In p1m:eling J boxes for 

.. 

.. . 

the Jewish Community in Damascus, 
Syria. The postage and contents or one 
box was supplied by these studenrs. Their 
money is r:iised through lhe sale or but­
tons and bumper stickers both or which 
they designed. While vacationing in the 
U.S. the s tudents had purchased a sci of 
refillin. books of bible stories for children 
in French. and several books of Psalms. 
Other items in the boxes included those 
requested by Rabbi Hamra - 16 sets of 
tefillin. :ind the Mishna with commenrary 
by Eliezer Levi in 6 volumes . 

THE DR. RONALD FELD FOUNDA­
TION provided funds for the conrents 
and postage of the other two boxes. 

JEWS FROM ARAB LANDS ..• 

In Toronto. Jews who have come from 
Arab countries are of the Sephardic tradi­
tion with their culture. music. and pray­
ers influenced by the Arabic way or life: 
half are Spanish speaking. hair are French 
spuking. Lack of acceptance by the 
Jewish Community. rhe fast indusrrial 
pace in Toronto. and lhe difficulties of a 
middle class adjustment to a lower in­
come and status are among the problems 
of these immigrants. Three of rheir con­
cerns include youth.· the aged. and the 
family. 

Their youth feels unwanted and :ire un­
invited by most youth groups in Ash­
kenazai synagogues. 

Because housing is no longer large 
enough to inclued aged members. as was 
traditional. !hey must find separate ac­
commodation. These elderly people are 
further hampered by language dirnculUes. 
which is nol Yiddish. bul Ladino. 
French/Spanish or Arabic. A special pro­
gram is necessary for their unique needs. 

The problems or a lessening or parental 
authorily, a permissive society, and pov­
erry. create addit(on1I strain on the 
closely-knit and proud Sephardic family. 

These are some or the problems of the 
Sephardic Jews in Toronto outlined by 
Judy Feld at a recent Men"s Club panel 
discussion. afler she had Interviewed lead­
ers or the Toronto Sephudic Commu. 
Hy. Judy concluded_ with a .equal fa,. 
understandinp and acceptance as •n i. 
tegral part o the Jewish Communlt 
Toronto from Social A191!cie1. S 
gogues and other Jews who are: 11:119 
the Ashkenazal tl'ldftlons f'ar tfii 
granrs rolloiwn1 the Se~:UIUtlW 
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Report on Jews in Arab lands 
S'l'JUA 
THE INCREDIBLE LINK ... 

CJ~k the evening of ?vfar.ch 22, 1975 a 
. from Damascus, Syna was received 
111 Toronio, in translation it reads: 

T·~OCTOR RONALD FELD TORON· 
>u, CANADA. ' 

HAPPY PESACH. I HAVE RECEIVED 
TliE MISHNAH AND TEFILLINS I 
BEG YOU TO SEND M EZUZAHS AND 
BOOKS. I BEG YOU FOR TEFILLIN 
AND OTHER CULTURAL OBJECTS. 
THANK YOU. GOOD WISHES. 

ltABBI IBRAHIM HAM RA 

· .\fINl.JIOGROM ..... 

j Eye-witnesses who re turned to Europe 
rrported gangs of young Syrians invaded 
tile Jewish quarter of Damascus and ran· 

' 

s:acltcd Jewish homes. They said several 
ro~le were injured and the contents of 
e~ish homes thrown into the street. 

Synin police were present bu t did no t in· 
t.cmnc to protect the victims of what 
•as C1lled a "mini-pogrom". 

The time of this Damascus "mini· 
pogrom" would coincide with the last 
ablt requesting a non existent "Book of 
RJchel". A code of Rabbi Hamra to Tor· 
onto Jewry signifying another unknown 
tenor. As R~chcl. wept for the safety of 
her childien m exile, the Rabbi pleads for 
IIhe safety of ltis Jews from the brutal 
~~ - like conditions in Damascus: 
SY1:1J. They ask our help. 

1EFILUN FOR THE JEWS OF 
DAMASCUS ••• 

One simple and immediate m essage of 
<Ounge for these Jews is our sending 
'tefdlin. Do you have a spare set? Or can 
you contribute towards the cost of a 
,U? Please leave it at the Shul office for 
THE DOCTOR RONALD FELD FOUN· 
DATION. Twenty.five more tefillin are 
Dttdtd to fulfil Rabbi Hamra's original 
itquest. 

The d~fficult task of attempting a res· 
cue continues. Details will be reported in 
later Bulletins. 

IOXF.S ••• 
Dr lateJt box to Rabbi Hamra con· *' lbose thinp he requested in his 

• •ten mezuzas, three books of the 

OAB466 
IA!H67C22 15J2> 

~ 
Telecomml!:"ik::::.::ons 

OT848l VIA core VCA450 SYA97Z ,,,, 
CATO HL SYD A 033 
DAMAS Jl/~ 13/3 22JO 

Tr DOCTEUR RONALD fELD 

CA rlAOA 

JOYEUX PESACH STOP RECU SERIE "JCHAWAH TEflLLJIS PRIE~E [INOYEZ 
MEZOUZOLTES LJVRES PRIERES TELILLllS AUTRES OBJETS CIA.TES "ERCI 
SALUTATIONS 

RABBI 18RAHJN HANRA 

haftorah portion of Jeremiah (containing 
the reference to Rachel weeping for her 
children), several sets of tefillin, an olive 
wood S<;roU for counting the Omer. Con· 
tents and postage were paid by contribu· 
tions to DR. RONALD FELD FOUNDA· 
TION. 

TEMPLEYOUTHHEARS"'THE 
SCREAM FROM THE STREET WITH 
NO NAME" •. . 

THE EASTERN I.AKES FED!:RA· 
TION OF TEMPLE YOUTH, a Reform 
Jewish Youth Group composed of high 
sehool students from Southern Ontario, 
Western New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Eastern Ohio, raised $800.00 which they 
donated to the DR. RONALD FELD 
FOUNDATION. They expWMd that 
each year they raise funds which are 
donated to a needy charity. Last ~ 
their board designated the Jews in Syria 
with the stipulation the money WU to IO 
directly in funds or aoods. For a nwaber 
of months they were unable to rand •1. 

one or organization with direct communi­
cation with Syria except the Foundation. 
AU parcels sent through THE DR. RON­
ALD FELD FOUNDATION have arrWecl 
in Damascus. The Foundation will make 
every effort to •nd the students' dona­
tion to the Jews of Damascus. What could 
be more gratifyin& than this example oC 
these Temple youth who care? Students. 
you make us all proud! 

RE:HERSHELSLOTKI ••• 
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~•est Lette 1r Jew . Frs ~nt by the Committee 
'S in ore1gn Lands 

~l ay 20. 1975. 
:~-Allan J. MacE:ichen 
1 'nister of Ex1cmal Arf:iirs 
>tO'llse of Commons · 

l awa, Ont ' 

le l r Mr. MacEachen : 
..\pin I am · · he s"I wnimg lo vou because of 

't~r~ i~nce of t_he Canadian government 
e;.. g $lhe _phgl11 Of the J c!WS forced lO 

· ... n in yna. 

,;,s y~ staled to me m your las1 letter 
tllll~: t ~~5. 1 9~4. "the C:in:idian gov'. 
11' . · . ill con tin ue to follow closelv 

< snu3t1on of 1h J · h · .. , Sv e ew1s communities 
"l"l; nJ. 3nd take wha1ever steps may be 
l" •llcabfc to ~how ou r concern". ! low. 
n.t r the deteno · · !us· r:111on in 1hc1r situation 
b ~w resulted in what has been 1ermed 
- ~ • e London Daily Telegraph :is 3 

~uu-pogrom" in the Jewish ghe11o of 
....-.un~s. ~!Jrch ~6. 1975 . 

Even ihe applica1ion made in Septem­
=r~e972 to re.unite. the S:i~bagh fam ily 
r ppo, 5) na . with thei r brother in 
fi.~~0~0 h~s not m~terialized. We. as Jews 
.... L- at. m our history quie1 diplomacy 
1135 u.:en ineffectual. 

A According to the Jewish Telegraphic 
M~;~cySe (JTA) Press Release April 9, 
Chii . nator George ~cGovern (D.SD), 

rn:ian, Senate Foreign Refa1ions Sub­
com~~t.tee on the Middle East . raised the 
g>c)l\lbiltty of the emigration o f th s · 
.!/ews. to the United States at h i~ rlc~~~ 
mtetm~ with Syrian Presiden t Hafez al­
.Assad 10 Damascus. McGovern said that 
~d t~ld him that he could no t allow 

Synan Jews to go to Is rael and there­
~~ strengthen a nation with which Syria 
~~n ~ st~te of war. McGovern said he to ld 

Ynan President that arrangements 
could be made to admit Syrian Jews to 
th~ U.S. A~d r~plied that he would per­
U~ such emigration on condition that the 

· enacted a law forbidding these J ews 
from ever going to Israel. 

. ~ fact that Mr. As.sad, for the first 
tllll~ tS consi~ering_ the possibility of emi-
112t~n °! his Jewish citizens, even with 
~ltfiations, is considered by this com­
~uee. 10 be a break through in the Syr-
11nat11tude. 

We, therefore, request the External Af· 
&in Department of Canada to continue 
Wt fls &ood offices, and through ap-

"In the Damascus Ghetto, the children 
are never without fear". 

propriate diplomatic channels to make 
available the necessary visas for that Jew­
ish community of approximately 4,500 
individuals, to emigrate to Canada, and 
therefore not to Israel. 

The Canadian Jewish Community, as 
has been their policy in the past, will ab­
sorb and care for these people without 
burden on the Canadian taxpayer. 

Canada. with its history of concern for 
the pro tection of minorities, and in view 
of its good relations with the Arab Coun­
tries, must help facilitate th.is emigration 
on humanitarian grounds. 

The deprivation of the human rights of 
the Jews of Sy ria urgently requires Cao· 
ada 's humanitarian intercession before 
the Jews face a communal death in event 
of ano ther Middle East conflict. 

Respectfully yours, 

Judy Feld, Mus.M., Mus. Bae. 
Chainnan 
Commillee for Jews in the 

Arab Lands 

Copies to: Robert Kaplan, M.P., Barney 
Danson, M.P., John Roberts, M.P., Mitch­
ell Sharp, M.P., Lincoln Alexander, M.P,. 
Herb Gray, M.P., Claude Weaner, NJ»,. 
David Broadbent, M.P. 

May 20, 197S 
Mr. Ralph Hyman 
Editor, Canadian Jewish News 
22 Balliol Street#l 5 
TORONTO, Ontario M4S ICJ 

Dear Editor: 

Eleven Jewish mothers in Aleppo re­
cently were brutaUy tortured until they 
revealed the names of those people who 
had assisted their children in escaping 
from Syria. The choice for a Jew in Syria 
is escape or live a life without hope. 

Jn February, 1975, President Assad of 
Syria told a representative of the United 
States Congress that no member of the 
Jewish community would be granted per­
mission to leave Syria because it would 
weaken Syria's position to pul pressure 
on the Soviet Union not to permit the 
emigration of Soviet Jews to Israel. 

Eye witnesses returning to Europe in 
March, 1975, reported a "minipogrom" 
in Damascus, Syria: young Syrians in­
vaded the ghetro, injured several people, 
ransacked Jewish homes while the police 
stood by and watched giving no assistance 
to the victims. At tttis very time, a dis­
tressing cable was received in Toronto 
from the Rabbi in Damascus requesting a 
"Book of Rachel". Since Judaism con­
tains no such book, the inlerpretatioo 
was taken from Jeremiah 31: 2 - 20: 
Rachel weeping for her children in exilei 
or simply: ••Help! Get us out! " 

To our knowledge, these cables from 
the Jews in Damascus are the only onea 
received in the free world. This communi­
cation link is as significant as one that 
might have existed with a petto in Nazi 
Germany on the eve of the Holocaust. 



Syrian Jews 
B> SllELDON KIRSHNER 

CJN. Staff Reporter 

DAMASCUS, S.) rla -
A diplomat at lhe British embassy 

warned me in na unrrrtain tern1s not lo in­
\'estigalc lhe· 1.'<1ndiliun of Syrian Jewry. 
··The Jew' arcn'1 1rca1cd badly. bul the 

' S)'rians arc \·1.·ry 1ouchy about lhc subjcl.'t," 
he said. sippinJ; 1ea. "Beiter stay clear." 

Fur better ar fur worse, I decided to 
ignore his ad\·icc. . , 

I had no intcnlinn nf leaving Syria.with· 
out aneinpting In vcrif)' the spate of pub­
li!'>hcJ rcpurts and JK:rsistant rumors ('911· 

C&?rning Snian Jewry. Timc.lin1itatinni; nut· 
lil'ithstandina.t. I was determined "' find out 
if the 4,00thtrunR c:ommu11i1y in Damascu5 • 
.l.O,. in fact sha.:k\cd and crippled by an 
~~ust set .or harsh laws and arbitrary 
.edlcls • .(l had no time to visit the comn1uni­
;fl• 1n A'4:ppo and Oaml1hli.) 
~~ 1~cirac1lly, I hoped to 1Sccrt11in 

,~~Jew' were baned from emigrating 
1~ld.d~n .1~ leave the counuy for medi· 

· · !\'f~l; wheltM:r Jews were refused 
··-·.aid drivers licences. or forbid· 

~ Whether Jew\sh schools 
.~ thO&atc; whether JClil'I 

i!W~iil. foreign trade or be 
Jjf~il ~Ice or public c:or· 

Utt1c1als angered by_ questions_ 

are deprived of their basic rights 
poralions. 

A day after my arrival in Damascus, I 
went to the Minii.trv of Information, which 
handles foreign juurnal ii.ts. I told an official 
lhcrc that I wi~hed 10 go lo the Jewish 4uar­
ter and 1alk 1t1 a few Jews. I h:td no choice 
hut In seek the 111inis1ry's :tpproval beC'ause 
the government d11es not look kindly 11pu11 
vi~itur!> \\ho try tu :irrangc things them· 
i.clvei.. 

My request ;sngcrcd him. "What do you 
thin~. the Jews :ire in a C'nge here?" he 
a~kcd, ;m~ril~· . "'The Zionists spread these 
!>l":ire !>t oril-\.'' 

Non11l11!>i.ed. I said I \,·as interested in the 
truth and 11111\- lltl' truth - a n·m:irk that 
se1.•m1.•d tu 111~1lir)' him fnr the momcnt. In 
alt)' e\'cnt . I :1dded. if the i;o11ernmen1 h;1d 
nothing It~ hide, thrn !>Urcly the ministry 
"''uulJ have nu uhjcction in compl)'ing with 

¥ my i.imple rcquc"t. 
"We'll •cc ... " he said vaguely as he 

U!'>hered me out of the office. 
During the r\!mainder of my week's stay I 

continually reminded him of my request to 
visit the Jewish quarter and speak lo the 
variou• pcm>nalities In lhc community, but 
he fobbed me uff by ai.lterti"& th al the min· 
istry 111·as "trying to arrange something." 

While the Syrians were helpful in ar· 
ranRing an interview with a Foreign Minis· 

try ol'licial. tours of Kuncitrn and refugee 
camps. lhey remained decidedly cu11l to my 
request regarding lhc Jc" s . 

A11 Information Mi11is1rv official did 
consent to show me lhrcc. Jcwi\h ·own~<1 . 
shop!> in Damascus. and went as far, a~ 
trnnslating the owners' ,remarks in two 6t11 
uf thn:e instance~. Yet. it is C'4ua1l~· and 
danrn:1bly 1ruc that 1hcy rcfu~('d to take me 
1111 a i:uitkd tour nr the Jewish quarter. and 
rchullnl Ill\ c.:lfurt'> 111 meet with the .:hicf 
·rabbi. lbr~him llamra. and with Salim 
Turnh. the leader uf the Dam:i'il'US l'ummu· 
nity. . 

1\lth11ugh I was ;iwarc of the risks cntailt•ll 
in i;oin~ In lhe Jewish 4uarter ;ilune, 
withou1 a go\'crnmcnl escort. I nl'Yrrthcl~ss 
lhn•wuution tv the wintl and ventured inlo 
part or lhe neighborhood that has become a 
lla!.hp11in1 of world -wide prulests and 
d1·111un~trations. 

Admiucdly. l was somewhat :ipprchcn· 
~ivc as l lurncd off the Street C;illcd 
Straight, - the oldcllt i.ln:et in the world -
toward the Jewish quarter. I had no idea if I 
was beinR followed, hut the chance• uf that 
were probably remote because I had not 
bothered II> nnairy the minisll)' that l intend· 
ed to explore the quarter without their 
co-operation. 

Nonet~cless, l was plagued by a rrcling 

. ,; 

1h:11 a Syrian ~ecurity man was no more lhnn 
a Cc"· ~leps behind me at all times. 

Walkin11 nonl·halanlly, a camera slung 
around my shoulder, I strode into a sunless 1 
wartcn of c-rumbling two and threc·storey 
rcsiClentiat buildings and shops. Civilians ~ 
wilh firearms were in evidence e\•crywhl•rc-. o 
I had nn idl·a who lhey were. but perhaps 
lhl'\" were Palc:\tinians who lived in thr 
Jt·\~ ish 11(Jartc:r . Thanks tu a Prolestanl 
minister "'hn i.upplic:d me with dircrtions 
and namei. fhc- i~ prn·Ar:i.b in hi, 
sympathin hut is ~hocked by the: 1reatmcnt 
t•f Syrian Jc,, ~I. I managed 10 find a Jewish 
111crd1:1111 whu mu,t necessarily rl·main 
:lnUIW111Ull\. 

He wai. no more lhan 35 years old. 
swarthy with a ~hock of black hair and a 
pc11<:il·thi11 mou,ta~he. His shop, no bi1:gcr 
than a fair·,ILCd kitchen, v.·as musly, filled 
with exquisite s.ilvcr goblets, candelabras, 
miniature horses and camels and intricate 
Arabesque breast plates. 

Introducing m)·self. l told him who had 
sent me and the reason for my visit. Speak· 
i1111 in hca,·ily-accented English, he foignt'd 
ignorance:, refusing to discuss the situation 
of his fclk1w Je'A'S. 

Coftt'd Oft ..... ,. 

ISN Middi. Eerr DiMy on ,.,. '' 
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,
3 'i1h0 Jf~n-:Ts in Syria are deprived 
ol llielil~ ~2sn~ 1eights: reportei~ ... 

Cont'd from p~~ 1 

··we do not talk o f 
these things." he c .1-
plained curtly. his face 
blushing somewhat . 

In ;in ;atte mpt to gain his 
confidence. I began to 
relate t~ him my c.1peri· 
enccs "uh Eg~ pt i:i n J cw· 
ry. He listened intently. 
hardly batting an c'clash. 
When I finished rr)· story 
he offered me Turkish 
coffee. and led me into 3n 
airy sunht chamber fac ing 
3 love!\· court\ ard bnm­
ming over with r 0 s c 
bushes. 

Excusing himself. the 
merchant s:i1d he "' ould 
return in a few minutes 
"'·ith a friend. a d0<:1or. 
The d()(;tor "'as a stooped 
!'Ian in his ·sos who spoke 
impeccable English .... ·ith a 
French accenr. He said he 
was willing to tell mi: 
whatever I wanted to 
know. 

I asked him to coofinn 
or deny the variotrs 
accusations that Jewish 
and non-Jewish organiza­
! · ns have levelle d against 
i:_.: Syrian g overnment 
vts-a•v1s the Jews. 

" We arc prisoners in 
Damascus.·• he said slow­
ly with a shocking kind of 
finality. " s inc e we cannot 
leave the city w ithout 
permission. ·· 

Neither. ne noted, is a 
Jc...· pcrmi"ed to travel to 
I neighboring Arab coun­
try . .. They claim it is for 
our protection but who 
bclihes them?" he said , 

scornfully. The doctor said 
he koc w for a fact that 
Jews arc not ;allowed to 
work in banks and govern· 
ment offices. 

And the merchant. lean· 
ing forward on his wicker 
chair. said he must ,.·orlc 
rhrough a Muslim when he 
imports or exports goods 
and materials. 

With a touch of sadness. 
he said his membership in 
rhe silversmiths guild had 
been revoked many years 
ago. ""They said it was just 
a formality. but who 
knows ... ·· 

The doctor said Jc,.·s 
arc forbidden to sell their 
properties. and when 
there is no heir it falls 
automatically into the 
h;inds of rhc govemment. 
Public meetings cannot~ 
held in synagogues (there 
arc said to be about a 
dozi:n in Dam3Scus) for 
fear of arousing. the 
go-.:ernment's suspicion, 
and the ·directors of the 
two Jewish schools -
Alliance and the Ben 
Maimon Centre - are 
government appointees 
and subject to close scru· 
tiny. 

Lighting a pipe. the doc­
tor continued by informing 

me that prominent mem· 
bcrs or the community are 
us'ually interrogated when 
a Jew tries to leave the 
country illegally. He said 
quite an uproar ensued 
after Simon Khabas, a 
17-ycar-old Syrian Jew. 
went 10 Israel. 

Denying some of the 
c h a r g e s that forci1n 
groups have levelJcd 
against the 1o•·cmment, 
the doctor said Jc•·s mav 
o• .. n cars and have tele· 
phones. He also empha· 
sized thar . curfews· or 
niahtl" ron calls were not 
im-posed. · 

Most important of all. 
he said. Jews are noc 
harassed. provided the~· 
keep a low . prof&le and 
eschew.· from en1agin1 in 
"sub•·ersi,·e • · • activities. 
He said the Je"'S who 
wanted to leave Syria were : 
largely hopeful of reach· 
ing Europe and Nonh ' 
America. and not neces- I 
urih· israel. ; 

In - keeping with their 
desire not to talk aboa1 
"subvcl"5ive" subjects, 
neither the doctor nor the 
merchant discussed Is;... 
rael . 

I asked them if theJ 
w1nted to leave Syria. 'J1ae 

metthant shrugsed his 
shoulder bemusedly and 
the doctor remained si­
lent. Both chanaed the 
subjec:1 when I Slid I would 
like to meet their fami­
l~s. 
~ I bade them fare· . 

weU. it • ·as more than ap- ~ 
parent that while they -
and probably Syrian Jcw­
n • n a • ·hole - do DOC 
fear actual physical Yio- '... 
Jenee or po1roms. they ~ 
know in their he&l"I of 
hearts that they have • 
been depm·cd or many of -
their basic liberties - • 
libcnics taken for sr•nted 
in a free, democralic • 
socidy. 
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I ews speak to reporter under 
. . ~ 

watchful eye of official 

B_v SHELDON IORSW"IC:R 
CJ:-i SuJT Rcportc~ 

'-"tAscus, S\ ria -
Tc hcu Er j · · ·d s· 1 llJ3tl. his brother J oseph 

.,; .. n' mJon S:il~ami tell it. i ii.: pligh t of 
~ cv.rv is h" >Ii 1ic3l k not ing more than a 

.. ~, S _smo escreen - a Zion 1s t -ins pired 
" · 'nan pl d · · on d: oy es1gned to confuse the 

~a1i1ts of o :.cri amas.cus . a ll three J ewish 
tortsa:~i: ~ro~pcrnu' ~hopkcepers whose 
-. estooned "nh black·and-white 
,~•• Crs of p ·d 
'f ~ · d . res1 cnt Hafez e l-Assad 
' ~rr1c 11.-uh h.I · 
ron.·dtd J .· c 1 d ren. they live in the 
I !!"•sh qu:iner of tht' cirv 

mtt them th . · · ,1• • rough an offi cial of the tnrstrv of I f . ·n- ·
0 

n o rma11on. who seemed to 
• ~v. " ere a ll h J · ) t e ~wish-owned s tores in 
:ima~s 11.·c:re IOC'3 ted. 
~c~ cooi·e rsed " ·ith all th ree through 

rpr;tcrs because mv Arabic was 
c. 11 qistent and my French mediocre. The 
~n from th • 6 • • e •v1101stry of Information 

iranslatc:d the n:marks of EJi Jajati and 
Simon Salaami. 11.·hile an English-speaking 
mcrchan! translated the: commencs of 
Joseph Jajati . 

The J ajad brothers and Sala:ami showed 
no re luctance in s pc:iking to me. perhaps 
because thev re:ilized the truth could never 
c: m e r ~ e · under the controlled circum· 
si:inces. All three ,,.·ere fa irly relaJted a a d 
rn fi ne spirits. They appeared to be in good 
heahh .lnd hardh· conscious of lhe facc that 
1he,· ;rnd the ir br~thrcn - some 4.000 Jews 
sca tte red th roughout Syria in Damascus. 
Aleppo :and Qamishli - arc the focus of 
countless demonstrations. fury speeches 
.lnd voluminous anicles in the non-Arab 
world. 

:"eedless to sav. I cannot ,·ouch for the 
accuracv of cheir observations. For one 
thing. ·, h:ive no idea • ·hether che 
tr:m'ibt ions were cofT'CC't. Fo r another. it is­
obvious that Sala:ur1i and the J ajaris. • ·ere 
under incredible pr~ure to • ·hirewash the 
plight o( Syrian Ju:ry. Who could have 

expected chem ro stare the tnld: 1ander the 
,..·atchful gaze of a 1ovemmenc olfic:ial or ia 
che presence of a non··J--ish Syrian? It 
":is highly unlikely that they would have 
descri~d che various restrictions and 
diubiliries which chey are forced to live 
,..·ich d:iy after day. 

Eli Jajaci . 34. chc father of four children. 
manages a cramped apparel shop on July 
29 Screec. in the heart of do•-ntowu 
D:ima~cus. He has an expressive race. -.·ith 
large • ·ary eye s. a bulbous nose and dark 
blond hair. 

" We arc like anv S\'Tians:' he said. 
·· buc ther~ arc some travel restrictions .•• 
for e .umple. he explained. a Jc•· may not 
lea,·e rhe "cily •ichout go\·emment 
permission. · · 

Jajati considers himserr ·•a son of 
S)Tia. •• and claims his only connection to 
Israeli Jev.-ry is rcJiaion. Indeed. he is a 
religious pcnon. like most of the Jews 
here, he prays at the synago1ue every 
Saturday .nd on the high holidays and is 

scrupulous about fa stening tcfillen on his 
arm e \·ery morning. 

When I told him that the majority of 
Ca~adian J e ,..·s are not pious in their 
be liefs. he remarked knowingly: "'So we 
a re better Jc,. s than the Can:idians!" · 

thing from fashionable clothes to fresh 
orange and grapefruit juice. 
• The. fa ther or sia. the J4-ycar-old 

Salaami is dart and handsome. though 
somewhar c:hunty. and could easily pass as 
a rypical Syrian. He and a Moslem panncr 
own the shop. Jajari disclosed thar his children attend 

lhe Ben Maimon Centre. one of two Je,..·ish 
schools in D:imascus. Both schools have: 
enrolments o f .some 500 pupils . some of 
them Palestin iaos and S1·rians. 

Asked to explain wh;· Je,..•s choose to 
stay in the Jewish qu:iner. he replied: 
·· we cannor li, ·e except together because 
we' re a minor ity ·and. because we feel at 
case together.'· 

Recalling the ·tense days of the Si.1 Day 
W:ir and che Yorn Kippur War. he 
conceded that "some people tric:d to harm 
us. but chc government protected us.•• 

Simon Salaami"s " Cliabac:· · store is 
found on Salhieh Street . a preny and 
quaint crce-lined thoroughrare bursring 
wirh 1hops and tiny li:ioslls selling every· 

He h:id no qualms about confirming the 
fact 1hac Jev.·s ac:neraJJy canDOC travel 
abro:id or 10 the Arab countries. '"This is a 
p ·emmc:nt concem. Sometimes one 
rcstricrion can create a bis fuss. Some 
suffer or are bothered by this. It 
complic:ares their lives.•• he eq>laincd. 

Would he objKt if his son • ·as 
conscripted into the Syrian army? ""Why 
not? We: h:ave been here for hundreds of 
\'e:an. ··Why, then. did the: ;aurhorities bar 
Je•·s from sc:rvin1? The translator said that 
rhe restriction was linked to what he called 
"the necessities of security about wlaida he 
- Salaami - knows nodaln1 ... 

Cont"d_,.. ,. 
ts- Mitlf* E.n Dltwy on l'e.- 4J 

-------
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Rep orter talks to. Syrians 
C°'1t"d from Pa~ 1 needs immigrants and she 

Whal was his opinion of a lways seeks ways to 
Israe l? SJlum1 smiled, encourage. Jews to~ leave 
throwing up his hands in and rherftby destrpy Sy­
dislress and putzlemenr . ria"s rep~farion." he said. 
" He doc~n · r know how ro Jajari. who says he 
.l_ns ,.·er rhis qucsrion." rhc normally travels 10 Europe 
translator said . St3!cd several rimes a vear to 
S.ilumi: 'Tm not in· choose rhe l:iresl fashions 
volvcd in these thini;?s . " for h is shop. told me a 

l ikt" Jajati. S:ifa:imi story a bout a Sy..Un J ew 
a·ttends syn;igogue regu- :he met in Rome. It seems 
l:irly and sends his chil· that th is nun had emi· 
dren - a ll su of them - to grated from Israel because 
the Ben M:iimon Ce ntre. he w;is so fed up with life 
They arc enrolled a t the there. " He ,.·as discrimi· 
.ige or seven and register na1ed against because he 
ar a govern ment school was an Oriental J ew and 
when lhey are IS or 16 . he he could never find a 
s;iid. ·· decent job.·· he declared. 
. JosephJajati"s spacious "'He ,.·anted very badly to 

and elcgJnl men·s and return to Syria ... 
la~ie~ · "' Car shop on Port Init ially. J ajati was 
Said Srreet is a testament evas ive about discussing 
to his prosperity. He is in Israel , But then he re· 
pannership -..·irh Jacob marked: " If my brother is 
Kattach. who is also a aggressive, I don't consi· 
Jew. (According to some der him my brother. And I 
observers. J aja t i is the don ' t believe in pushing 
gove rnment's unofficial people out of their home­
spokcsman of rhe Je"';sh land. " 
Community.) . Asked what he thought 
· .In h is opinion . Is raeli •~of Y asser Arafat's secular 

propaganda is responsible state plan. Jajati com· 
for the horror stories about mented: ·-rm not inlerest­
Syriao Je~·ry. " Is raeJ ed in politics, but once I 

--- ---- - -

r.eard Arafat say that 
Oriental Jews and Arabs 
are equal... Arabs have 
been hospitable lo us, and 
the Armenians, • ·ho were 
persecuted by the Turks. " 

As I w as about to leave, 
J ;ijati introduced me lo his 
14·yea r·old son. sayin1 he 
was proud that he had 
le;imed some Hebrf:1''. 
After prodding from his 
fa ther. the boy approach· 
ed and grinned. " Sha· 
tom." he said brightly. 
scampering away shyl)'· 

Nor having had the 
chanc~ 10 mee t Chief 
Rabbi Ibrahim Hamra OI' 
J e,.ish communitv leader. 
Sa lim Tot;ih, I aske d Jajati 
10 arrange an interview 
" i th both men tile follow­
ing day al his shop. He 
readily agreed. 

When I appeared at the 
appointed hour. neither. 
Totah. Jajari or the rabbi 
were there. I ... ·ailed fOI' a 
half-hour and. much 10 my 
surprise Jajati snode into 
the shop. He apolosized 
profusely. but stressed 

,v.i rhout elaboratina that 
Rabbi Hamra and Totah 
were unavailable for inter-
views. • 

I 1Hs disappointtd and 
surprised. Disappointed 
because I had really hoped 
to meet with these reere­
sentativcs of the JcWlsll 
community. and sarpriscd .. 

because I had been aiven 
the Impression that the 
Syrian eovcmment would 
not objcc:c 10 a f9rei1n 
journalist inten·ic:a·ins 
Jews ... ·ho had nothina 
hannruJ 10 say about the 
state. 
· I looked at Jajati and 
uid I understo..id. There 
• ·as no point raisins a fuss 
here in Damas..·us. .Jajati 
•·as in an a"·ltward and 
embarrassing position. 
.Elaboration was n o t 
necessary. 
. Jaja ti"s silence, and his 
inabiliti-· 10 sci up an inter­
view tOC" rae. was a 
stunnin1 commentary in 
itself on the state of Syrian 
Jev.·ey in ~975. 



An ounter at~ Martyr's Square turns 
. 

• into a chilling experience for reporter 
' By SHELDON KJRSHNER 

CJN StaO' Reporter 

DAMASCUS, Syria -
Martyr 's Square was a 10 minute' s 

walk from my hotel. It is the place 
where Eli Cohen . the noted Israeli spy, 
was hani;ed some nine years ago. 

Cohen was an Egyptian Jew who was 
recruited by the secret sen-ice a few 
,·cars after his arrival in Israel. The 
lsraclis de,·iscd such an ingenious cover 
tor their man in Damascus that Cohen 
succeeded in his v.ariegated tasks 
be~·ond their wil~cst expectations. 

Passing himself off as a patriotic 
Syrian emigrc merchant from Argen-
1im1, Cohen infiltrated into the highest 
reaches of Syrian society. He became 
the confidant of high army officers and 
of numerous senior government offi­
ciah.. And he knew the president on a 
first-name basis. As a tnisted and 
reliable citizen, Cohen was taken to the 
military installations on the Golan 
Hd1h11 and shown the intricate 
network of rordficatioas whose 1uns 
rcaularly shelled the Hula Valley. 

And like the brilliaat spy he was, 
Cohea transmiued his easily-acquired 
no-·lcdgc to the Israelis - information 
•-hich proved to be of invaluable 
b•bitance when the Israeli army 
overnn the awesome Golan Heights.in 
1he Sil Day War. 
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This is Martyr's Square in the heart of Damascus. scene of Eli Cohen's hanging nine y1•ars 
aao. A. master lsaeli spy, Cohen succccJ.:J in infiltr11in1 into the highest reaches of 
Syrian society before he was cauaht. Staff repor ter Sheldon Kirshner. on a~iw111nen1 
in Syria, •isited Martyr's Square, where ht had a chillina encounter with a Syrian. 

His body. swathed in a white robe, thinking of?" 
11o'ls l,.'t to dangle for a qu01ncr of an ln reality. I was straining to visualize 
hour. "Death to the Zionist spy!" the loccne that morning nine years ago 
shrieked the large crowd that had when a vengeful mob screamed for 
assembled to witness the gory spectacle Cohen's bl\lt1d. I told Ahmc.-d I had 
in the early morning hours of May 19, achieved something of a journalistic 
1965. :ambition by having visited the spot of 

Israel requested the corpse, but the Cohcn'•' tlemise. 
S)·rians absolutely refused. Eli Cohen He s~trked in disbelief, launching a 

•• was buri-1 M>mewhcre in Damascus. bitter haranttue against Cohen and 
· I walked to Manyr's Square with Zionists. 

Ahmed, a solemn Syrian university · " What do you think of Cohen?" he 
student. I 1tucss I . was rather sneered. 
m~menzed by the st&hl of the black t II.ad ta do some fast thinking. "To 

opinion of lum?" 
I "'3'.> h . .rct p rc~~cd to reply. A 

1ru1hful an~wcr here in Damascus may 
h:ive g1111cn me inlo a very s ticky 
~i t uation . 

" h's diffiruh to ,;1y ... " I h.:mporized. 
1"'f1PO\l'1 m11~1 ha'c rc,•calcd my true 
l'l• l\lr~ 1hc11 a11d 1hcrc. Ahmed already 
had a tri11mpha11t expression in hfs 
l'VC\. " Y11u ~cc , " he said. " there arc 
Zi11ni~t~ c1 crywherc. in t:l'Cry nook and 
(.'1':111 11 \', .. 

I l'~,·11\1°11 my~dr. being emotionally 
Jr.11111•.l h~ the unM•ttling experience. 
Ml·111al i11111i:c~ of Eli Cohen flashed 
1hruugh 111y mind. I hurried bad, to my 
hutc l ro11m, a little fright cm:d and 
\\'t1rricll . 

Moch 1u nw relief. there wa-; not :1 

mitlniAlll kn1X:k 1111 thc tl11111. 

~ _,.,... .1tl( ... ....... 

I
{ ~ 
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Ell Cohen WU cauaht red-handed la 
his luurious 9'ftmellt almost three 
,ears 10 ~· diJ• aracr cnterina Syria 
•nder tlte UIUMod . name ol Kamal 
An01 Tubes. Despite stlllta petitions 
·.ind pubUc appeals from l»Ope Paul VI, 
J4iha Diefenbaker. Queen Elzabeth of 
'.~jum IDd Cardinal Feldus of Buenos 
.M, the aaacred llld embarruled 

column in the centre of the square - the l,fi'aCliS, he was I nationa!, hero; !0 
the column where the scaffold to snuff the Syrians he was a spy. I said 
out Eli Cohen's lire had been built. cautiously. 

Ell Cohen 11 a national hero to laaell'. 

~-J ' .. . .bled blm wicbout the beDdit of 
... ',,. ·_.-.. ··~·.· ad .baaaed him ii MlrtJr'• 

. ~ :..-.1110D11111ater. 

.. I sec a aleam In your eye,•• Ahmed But Ahmed seemed dissatisfied with 
said accusinaly. ..What are ~ my answer. "As a Jew, what is your 

' IN• r wt«: Sytiln .#wry and MiddJt E• 
Oiety • 
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, By EDW~ L K<>_CH · · · delegation from the Houso Appropriation , There was no s~al response, except 'guide said that this . was a family 

I
T Is ·Ver'/ dark In Daruasc~ at 5 Foreign Operati?ns Subc~mmittee, on : to hand me a prayer book. . . synagogu'e and that he could now take 
. A.M'.-dark and deserted. I was a 10-day ifact-fm~lng,. visit to Isratl, The congregants sat crosslegged on us to a larger, public one. We wt.rt 

. . waiting In the lobby· ot our hotel . Egypt, Jordan, Syna and Portugal. ~e . platforms oovered. with Oriental rugs· . led there by ~ne of. the adolescents 
last August along wtth another · subcommittee would , soon b~ :p~ssmg and pillows. One membe.r or .the congre· . who had worshiped ~th us, ,a l~year-

Congressman, . Joseph Early, ot Mass~, on the mllltary and economic a.id re- gation brought me tdill ln -the leather . old boy. · · · ) 
, achusetta. He had volunteered ~., join· questa of these c:ount~es,. a~ "!'e w~nt· _cubes a.nd straps· I had not used aince · When we arrived, there wu only · 

me on a visit to a synagog11&-&nd I bad .' ed to talk dl~y with the1t officials. my bar mitzvah some 37 · years ago. ·~ one person inside, and he told us that 
' accepted. Even though we would be "One matter 1 wu concerned about ~I had forgotten how to place· them ' . services would oot begin for another' . 

escorted by a guide aent by the. Syrian w~ th~ ~tment alven •the Jews of on my anns and head, ao l detjined. . 20 minutes. Just · then. ln walked 
Forelp Ministry, even though I wu SynA. · 1 ' : • • But I pointed to " tan:~: ">re~·cr three grim-faced men in their thirties 
aure there w~ no danser, on~·· Ir- The foreign MlnlattY · CU . arrived, lbawl-:-:w· they brought one··to me: fin&erlng prarer bead.a. I coll.Id feel their 
nUonal feus can relsn at tt.t hour, ,and we took oft into a ~n~mg maie At that point, l was :'startled by/ 

. particularly w~ al~ In ar"mfrlen'dly' of ~lleys In the Old .City, 11te or tho a vol~ next to me asking,. in. En&lish.,.'. 
country. . \ . · . . Jewish q~. The maze seemed too · "What do you think?" · · · · · · '. 

~ I much for our gui~. too, who finally i h "tated to' · ' r · 1 h d · 
' · . aMounced: "We're lost We don't know . esi answer, or 1, , : 

1Jlla (a one. of . ft Nrfa Of ~tonal ·whtre the synagogue la." Just at that , dec1d~ not to ask the synagogues . 
artlcla clucr1blllc uncommon. momenta. point we entered an a.Ile too narrow . worshipers ~ . question.• becaus~ of · 
•fl\ tnlY•l-thoae mco111ttera with the tor the car .,..._ Y alte--•: the presence of the Synaru who had . · 

~ .OL..A t Lail- • uacre WU no • ..-.ve . 'th ..... d '-- "bil' th I UMJCptet- illllMo Cll't, or __.. or worst, . but to get out and walk. . . come w1 me .n t.,. poss1 1ty at . : 
tM mO.t memorable advtftture ·of ait)I• • • • • , : anyone I talked with might later be.: · 
Joum111 • •" • <' ... · :· The f~ur of .us-tM .Synan guide, : subject to .. lnterrogation and po111ble ·\ 
________ ._ ___ . , the Synan driver, Joe Early and I · pun\shmeat. · · • · · · · · · •! 

• So .. were walttni.· and at ona". -.et ou.t, thoup we really didn'~ know ' · FlnlJlY' I ' nld, "Is It· all rl&ht ·to·": 
.. point 1 tmried to .J ~ · ,. . . where we wen golnc. Reaching ·an . talk?'' • • . . . . . . . .. . .~ 
~'. I .aid. "the headlin:"hi ~~~I ·open iquare, we a&W'a m~ In hlJ flttlea "°. ... Hu~d it was:" ~ . .~ :,: ... :.-.,; 
! will Nld, "T\ro Mtmberl ' ot . eongreq · w~ng . a yannulke and r~ up . to • ,;, "Then somethlna ma.de me uk. ."A:• '.:1 

Found Dlld ID Jewilb Quarttr •ot Da•· bun, fri~tenln~ thl1 early. mom1n11 .. •you Jewish?'' . . . · · ... ·· I 
llUC1ll with· Pusportl Stuffed In· ~lper. We expl~ who we were .' ··, Ha ft:SPOl)ded, .,No, lam }'OUr' dmer :i 
.Moutbi••10t.a1lomanCatbollc.lhook: . ~nd · w~t.-w1 wera .. lookl'!C to~. He ··and i . .m a refugee from. Jerusalem.",' 
·IU beld 'IHtb' a·srtn.·''No," ha replied. ·led us to a small ·.•YM1°&u• made., ·Since 1967, .DWIY . P~l~tiniw · bav1 :,1 
"'tba lladbl wlU rud, 'Ont Member. ct dnder block. 'When we entered. there • . aett!M· In ·the' Jtwiah quarter ot Damu- . °' Conpell Poand Deld: tH\Other ... ) :Wtftt [2 IDID and ~~ll p~~ •.. cw. .. . . ' . . . . I . , · 

tume4 SateJJ to llla Hotel.'~· . · They were 1tartled to· see ua. I ukecl · · Because of. the darkneu, l had -not · · 
Wt wen ..._. of a ~ ·. th• Fonlaft Ministry ~ruentatilt ·to . Mn· the man' a ·face: ha wu weuinc· 

· ' -. • tell them that Joe and l wen American . a yarmulke. I &d not.~ th1 COAVV-~ 
IDWAltD L KOCH la u..:c..,,..,,.. · Colpulmen-1 i. Jew there to pray, :· ntlon. · • .. . • 

1 
• • ' • • '.:· 

,,_.,Htw. Tork'• 11th Dlatricl.. • be a IQmaa C&thollc ~nd a· fritftd. .. Tht ~rvlca ended, t:ftd our SYrtu . 
.- I • • • ' t • • ' 

• 

Conllnued on Paaa.20 . 
'. .. 1-1' 

00 
Ul 

loo 

.. 



- 186 -

r !?K TIMES, SUN DA Y. .NOVEMBER J, Ins . ,. .. . . . . . . 

·----·- TUVI!( 

-~ :.. .. 

( . 

. , 

. 
( 

Continued From Page I 

hostillty acd knew fmmedfalely
0 

they 
were not Jmrh. · . 

Joe and I looked at each other, thlnk-
fni. ".?fow what?" : . 

The tltree Syrian Arabe spoke to 
our iuide, who In turn aaid, "They 
want to know why you are here.'' 

I asked who they were and wu 
told that they were PaJe.strnian refu1ees 
who Jived In the quarter. The leader 
wu the teacher in th• quarter. 

I u Jd, '7ell them we are two Amerl• 
0

el.ft Congressmen. and we · are here 
~ c~e what_~· ~an. •~.... · . 

· We 1tood there In an uncomfortable 
1fl;nce for five minutes, and then our 
"1lde ufd. "There 11 a third synagoiu• . . . 

.. = '.: . 
"'Dd yoti teach only Arab 

·children?; 'No, an chit-. . 
dren,' the Palestinian 
said. He pointed to a·· : 

, ... ,,..· ..... ~·· .... . 
thins I had never don• before la m7 
JifL , . . . . . . 

When we reached the third 1yna1osu .. 
thi nrvl~ wu already under W&'f 
with about 35 conire1antJ. At ft. con­
clusion, they 1athered about Joe ancl 
me and I explained throu1h the Interpre­
ter who we wel'e.\ It was clur that 
they wanted to talk. I wanted to t.aJk. 
But we were all Inhibited, not on1'f 
by my Syrian ,ulde, but by th• three 
Palestinians. So the discussion wu lim­
ited to such questions .. ·whether a 
cur~ tor cancer had been found ID the 
United States: 

Wlllle we talked, some members ot 
the con1re1a"tion were brewins tea. and · 
they. asked UI io share it with them. ft 
wu the most delicious tea I have ever 
tasted: aromatic, samishecl with 
shredded coconut. with almonds noat­
in1 on top. Yet a1 I think back. ft was 
probably not 10 much the flavor or the 
tea that ma.de it so marvelous; It wu 
the moment. W4 could feel a bond 
with the• people. feel their warmth. 
They !mew now that there were people 
ou\side Syria wonyin1 about them. 
They were not foriotte~ 

,, . . J cw'ish boy . .'H:e i~ one of 
r my ·~tudents~ to~.'~· ·. . 

_ On the ·way back to the car, the 
leader of the three Palestinians lndica~ 
ed he wanted "to ulr a question. I 
ur1ed him to do so. · and he asked 

l . 
what the Jewish community ID the 
United ·States thouJht ot Israel After 

where they ar. now prayln1. Would I told him that American Jews wen 
you like to 10 therer very suppai-tive, he pointed to a nnaJl 

. · · · I c:aJd .YH, altltou1h I had qualms Arab boy nearby and said, '"He la one 
. about lntrudl~ on a worshipin1 congre- or my student._ He 11 a Palestine nru-

1at100 now that our entourage Included ·1ee. • .• ": · · · . • . . • . , 
. ; . "three _Palestinians. Their presenf e wai 1 asked, "Do you teach onJ7 Arab 
'· . . .' rather. heavy and intimidating. but thef!I · childrenr . · . 
· :.: •. ~a~ not much I could do about them. He replied. ''No, aD chllclren." Thea 
' · .": ' l.!pon · Jeavins the• second ._ synagoiue he pointed to the Jewish boJ who 
_. ··I· wu atnick by the urp to mike . bad ~mpani~ us from the tint 1yna­

~ · a 1tatement to our newly acquired : ioiue: '"He la on• of m.,- students,. 
_:: ." . e~~ As we . crossed . the threslioJd, • . ·too.•. ~·. :' ·~ · . . . . '. · ·' 

· I saw the me.zu.zah on the doorpost.. · As I 1ot Into the CU' and wu about 
I went up to It and Jclssed It, not to Juve the teacher, I aaid, '"'J'ab 
with my hand, but with my_ lips-some- can of all the chDdrea. • 

.. - --··- - . 

·. 
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