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To those who have great need for the Book of Rachel

A voice is heard in Ramah

Lamentation, and bitter weeping,

Rachel weeping for her children;

She refuseth to be comforted for
her children,

Because they are not,




DIGEST

This thesis is concerned with the decline and collapse of
the Syrian Jewish community from the institution of the French
Mandate to the present. This work examines Syrian Jewry
centered mainly in three cities for hundreds of years as a
remnant of the past. The difficulties incurred by the community
over the past half-century are thoroughly described and documented.
In addition the overall community is explored in its various
aspects, so as to shed light upon the position of the Jews.
This includes a detailed portrait of Syria's struggle as a
client state and the development of radical Arab nationalism.

It is my contention that the Jews of Syria have suffered
immensely due to Syria's struggles for independence and the
pangs of development. However, the tragedies that have befallen
the Jewish community have not always been due to anti-semitism.
Though Jews were discriminated against by the Syrians during
the initial parameter, that of the French Mandate, it was based
mainly upon "anti-foreign'" feeling. The Jews were closely F
associated with the French due to the following: the French—ngiSﬁ} _ﬁ-zi

e O i
schools, Hebrew and French usage, religious and cultural patteras,
o 1, . i_'- —

of the World War II era. The next parameter was one of

Israel (1943-1948). It was at that point




the birth of Israel until the present, the situation of the
small Syrian Jewish community has been extremely tense, as the
small remnant seeks to survive in an era of persecution.

The thesis then gives a detailed overview of the Syrian
Jewish community from the aspects of the political structure,
demography, economics, and education. All of these aspects
are seen to be intertwined.

The thesis also develops an analysis of modern Syria with
a political history so as to make understandable the chaos of
recent Syrian historical and political events. To give a back-
ground for the mindset and a rational for what has occurred to
Syrian Jewry, the traditional, yet influential aspects of
Islam and the leadership structure are examined. In that
violence and ideology have wreaked havoc upon the Jewish community

there, these too are explored, not only for their effects but

also for their causes. To show the unique position of the
Jewish community in Syria, other communities are also briefly
described.

In conclusion, the complex political configurations of the
Middle East over the past fifty years have allowed, if not at
times instigated, not only the decline, but the collapse a:f h‘ Il

Syrian Jewry.
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CHAPTER I
A DESCRIPTIVE OVERVIEW OF THE SYRIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY
A. POLITICAL OVERVIEW

INTRODUCTION:
From 1839 up to World War I the political situation of Jews
in the Middle East, on the whole had been improving in Turkey,
Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. The Khatti-i-Sherif of the Gulhane of
November 3, 1839 assured equal rights to all subjects of the
Ottoman Empire. Therefore, Jews no longer would be protected
subjects without rights. With the removal of the jizya (poll tax)
in 18355, protection was guaranteed not by payment, but by !
citizenship. While a subsequent tax was created for those not
recruited to serve in the army (i.e. Jews), some Jews did '
volunteer for army service. Beginning in 1909 however they were
required to do military service until the end of World War I.

Though local practices greatly varied, the law gave almost

complete equality. Discrimination against Jews by the government
seemed non-existent in the late 1800's and early 1900's except
for an incident in 1910. An order had been issued, forbidding 3
non-Ottoman Jews in Syria and Palestine to register non-movable
property in order to prevent Zionist expan'sion.1 bEnds igterggﬁi@g:
to note that Zionism as a movement never took hold among the iggg
of Syria. Only a small group of "Palestinian Jews who were
exiled in Damascus during the First World War stimulated a sm
Zionist movement in that city, which resulted”igﬁgQQ§*
2

Jews settling in kibbutzim in Israel." L cnsmonds

SRR il

With the conclusion of the First ﬂ@mlﬂﬁ@@ﬁa
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Empire disappeared. Iraq came under a British Mandate (1920-1932),
Syria and Lebanon under a French Mandate (1921-1945), and Egypt
became independent, and fully without British military protection
in 1936.

Anti-Jewish propaganda spread in the 1920's and became more
prominent in the 1940's. With the growth of Arab nationalism,
Jews were beginning to be regarded as a national-Jewish minority
and not a weak religious minority. To be a Zionist meant to be
a traitor to "those Zionist ideals." It is no secret to the
historical eye that in a general sense, Arabs have never fully
tolerated national minorities among themselves. (This issue will
be fully discussed in Chapter II) Armenians, Assyrians and more
recently Kurds have all been subject to maltreatment and massacres.
Though the Arab press and governments frequently claim to
distinguish between Jew and Zionist , this is belied in practice. J
Indeed, historian Hayyim Cohen, has affirmed that: Every Jew is i
considered a Zionist, or a potential Zionist, and for this reason
there is no room for Jews in Arab countries. This is borne out
in an Italian article which pointed out, the situation has become
so difficult that "pogroms have become a matter of administrative
policy, so that the Jews of the Middle East have practica11y7
become outlaws.”3

As to the actual Jewish participation in the political

period in Syria, most political parties were not only ext

process, it has been practically non-existent. During

fanatic, but anti-French. Since the Jewish commu

upon the French as their protectors, they lg
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political parties as dangerous to their interests. For a few,
Communism seemed appealing, and for some others Zionism. In
coming to realize their position as a vulnerable minority, they
were averse to any political activities which might raise their
profile.

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries Jews were one of
dozens of minorities, yet it was only one group that actively
became competitive with them - recently settled Christians.
These new Christian immigrants, many Armenians and Greeks,
settled in the cities and were in a position to compete with the
other city-dwelling minority, the Jews. This tension found
expression in the infamous Damascus affair (1840) when Jews were
charged with having murdered Christian children. This action
followed some Christians' attempt to grasp at important positions
by creating an enemy common to them and the Moslem majority.

To that end and at that time, the Christians had French support,
for the French were seeking to gain a foothold in this region.

By contrast, the Moslems of the cities did not share the hatred
or concerns of the Christians, and they refused to be party to
the libels. Nor did Great Britain side with the French on this
issue. Indeed, she was instrumental in arousing world,@p&ﬁi@ﬁ
against this infamy. culongl .
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It is also of interest to begin to take note of the two

the time of World War I the Jews of Aleppo

while teaching their children foreign la



Damascus Jews were even more Arabized as to their customs,
names, and behaviours.4 Overall, Aleppo had the more stable
Jewish community. After the Young Turks' revolution in 1909,

Damascus Jews were the only Jews of the Arab countries to

establish an organization for the study of Arabic.®

1918-1945 - POST WORLD WAR I

The British occupation of Syria was short-lived, though
the inhabitants would have definitely preferred the British to
the French 'intruders.' (See Chapter II for a further discussion
on this matter) The occupation lasted a year and one-half,
October, 1918 to March, 1920. Neither during this period nor
during twenty five years of the French Mandate which followed, '
did Jews suffer from legal discrimination. The only exception
was an act prohibiting Zionist activity. Thus on June 25, 1921, !
authorities declined to issue permits to Jews who wished to A
leave Syria. However, this did not hinder those who were really
interested from fleeing to British-occupied Palestine.®

As to participation in government, the Jewish communities
of Aleppo, Damascus, and Qamishli were given representation in
the municipal and district towns.7 In 1923 when a parliament
was created in Aleppo, the local Jews demanded and received =
representation. When the first all-Syria parliamgnt‘metcgm1;{g

December, 1936, it included one Jewish deputy. 1ﬁ$thmj?'
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such was not the case between the Jews and the rest of the
populace. "It seems that Jewish-Christian friendships grew in
some ways during the French Mandate, while Jewish-Muslim relations
deteriorated.“8 This was generally true after 1935. Previously,
in October, 1925 the Druze revolted against the French since
Jews were looked upon as pro-French. The Druze attacked the
Jewish Quarter in Damascus. Many were killed and houses and
shops looted and set on fire. Some Jews were kidnapped and
the rebels demanded huge ransom fees. Hundreds of Jews fled to
Lebanon while many of those who stayed lost their source of
1ivelihood.9 With this major exception, the Syrian Jewish
community lived on without other incidents of terror or widespread
murder being common until 1935. However, blood libels continued
until 1931, mostly spread by local Christians.

The year 1935 ushered in a negative phase. Because of

deteriorating conditions, burgeoning nationalism, and growing

anti-French feelings combined into a fear of a Zionist dominated H
Palestine next-door, the Syrian Jewish community felt the first
tremors of the troubles to come. In 1935 Jews were accused of

being Zionists. In February, 1936, anti-French disturbances in

which more than ten people were killed and some three hundred e

arrested, seriously affected the Jews of Damascus. The situation T8
Ak

portrays the Jews as being caught in the middle, with”é@&hﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ.iff-

perceiving them as associated with the other. The Jewish =

merchants and craftsmen were forced to close their

the general strike when Arab nationalists thre

their shops if they refused. A special




Jews to provide relief for Jewish families facing starvation, was
able to do very little because of lack of funds. They issued an
appeal for aid to Jews in other lands. Then, despite the Arab
threats, the Jews were forced by the French to open their places
of business so as to halt the economic damage perpetrated by
the nationalists.lo
In addition to the indigenous sources of Jewish suffering,
the rise of Nazism in the late 1930's inflamed even further
anti-Semitic feelings. Yet despite these attitudes and the actions
which accompanied them, on November 15, 1937 the Syrian government
announced with appreciation that the Jewish Agency for Palestine
had donated two thousand Syrian pounds for the aid of flood

victims. Immediately thereafter, in addressing the opening of

the Syrian Parliament on November 19, it was actually necessary

for the Premier to deny allegations that Syria was aiding the

Zionists in Palestine. Throughout this period there was one

Jewish representative in the Chamber of Deputies. The premier's

statement of November 19 may have been a necessary political

statement, for shortly thereafter, Baldur von Schirach, head of S e
the Hilter youth organization of Germany visited Damascus. On
December 5, it was announced that the armed extremist Arab
National Youth Organization had threatened a boycott of all Arab
merchants who bought 'Zionist goods from Palestine'. ¥§gﬂ§§ﬁ§ﬁlﬂf
with fifteen Nazi agents conferred with Nazi repmeséﬁﬁéhiﬁ_;_L f*:
the Near East and decided to establish close

youth movements.11 ELE YT L

In 1938 the Palestine issue came to tl
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Syrian Jewish community, though not necessarily committed to
Zionism, was branded as pro-Zionist nevertheless. Zionism had
never really had a strong ideological or political foothold in
Syria. While during World War I numerous Jews were expelled
from Palestine to Syria by the Turks, what they brought to
Syrian Jewry was to be short-lived. Under the guise of cultural
activities, Zionism permeated the Damascus community and to a
lesser extent the Aleppo community. Yet by 1923 most of the
Hebrew schools had to close simply because of a lack of financial
support from the local Jewish communities.lz
Anti-Jewish demonstrations, a strike, and the official
campaign to boycott Palestine-Jewish products were reported on
April 28, 1938, coinciding with the opening of the inquiry of the
Woodhead Palestine Partition Commission.13 Throughout that year

and until the conclusion of the Mandate, the weekly Jewish

newspaper of Beirut, written in Arabic, al-'Alam al-Isra'ili

(The Jewish World) continually reported tragedies in the Syrian
Jewish community. A number of Jews were stabbed, several to
death by Moslems. Various statements were issued for a boycott
against all Syrian Jews. The paper also reports in January, 1944, £
and again in May, 1945, that the Jewish Quarter of Damascus was
attacked and then the following month, June, 1945, Jacques Franco,

director of the Alliance Israelite Universelle schqol_oi,ggmagﬂus

was murdered in broad daylight. It was then repgrtggnigq;;“ﬁ;"

1946, that at the time Damascus revolted against French rule, t

Moslems attacked the Jews. A teacher and two others were

The irony to follow was that several Arab leadegs§g




a pogrom might be disastrous to their cause, saved the Jewish
Quarter.l4 Also at this time Rabbi Moshe Nahum of Jezriah was
forced to make a statement against Jewish immigration to Palestine.
A truly humiliating scene was that of the heads of the three main
Jewish communities who were compelled in November, 1945, to
demonstrate against the Balfour Declaration and Jewish shopkeepers
being ordered to keep their shops closed as a sign of solidarity
with Moslems.15
Coinciding with these physical attacks, Jews in Syria and
in Lebanon, some even government officials, were dismissed from
their posts, from the press and from the railroads. Many of the
people affected belonged to families which had lived in the area
for hundreds of years, and had become almost completely culturally

assimilated among the local Arabs., The Mufti of Beirut and

Monsignor Arida, the Maronite Patriarch, submitted a memorandum

| S —_—

of protest to the French authorities against the discharge of

'nos collaborateur Juifs'. Many Moslem and Christian colleagues
of those dismissed expressed resentment over the dismissa1.16
The situation was extremely debilitating for visitors:

"When the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry on the Palestine

issue visited Syria, its members were struck by the cowed and

intimidated manner of the heads of the Jewish community. One

member of the committee, Mr. Bartley Crum, in his book "Behind
the Silken Curtain'" (p. 239), gives the following descriptio:

the scene when three representatives of the Jewish co

- + " )
to give evidence: AR A

il S

S B & _—_— ——



The committee of three chosen Jews appeared. Only one
spoke. There had been testimony in Jerusalem before us by
Oriental Jews charging that Jews in the Oriental countries
were given only second-class citizenship. Our sub-committee
expected the Jewish spokesman they now heard on the scene
to need far more than 20 minutes to tell his story.

Instead, he used 45 seconds of his allotted time. He raced
through a one-sentence written statement in which he said
that the Jews of Syria were happy and not discriminated
against; that their situation was excellent under the present
Syrian Government; and that they had absolutely nothing
whatsoever to do with Zionism. The three presented a
picture of terrified men..." 17

1945 TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ISRAEL

In the period immediately following World War II the entire
Middle East was overtaken by vast political changes. Syria and
Lebanon were affected as much as any country, as they attained
their independence after a quarter-century French Mandate.

With the establishment of the Arab League on March 22, 1945, the
attitude of the Arab states to their Jewish minorities was then
determined by the situation of Palestine. The international
community was made aware of the attitudes and intentions of the
Syrian peoples towards its Jewish minority in the autumn of 1945.
A meeting of Moslem leaders took place in Damascus and they sent
a telegram to the Allied Governments, warning that holy war would
be declared if Jews were to be allowed continued, even though
limited, immigration to Palestine. A leader of the Young

Moslems declared: "If the Palestine problem is not solved in
favor of the Arabs, the Arabs will know how to dealﬂwiﬁhfﬁhgkﬂﬂmﬁﬁ::

living in their countries." Then on November lB;sgﬁméﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁghu .

into the Great Synagogue in Aleppo,vandalizing it, be

several elderly Jews, and burning.prayerhﬂéksmﬁﬁ_



e N

Py

‘3
e )
.:"
2
.
h
I ||

= 10 =

To then make a boycott of 'Zionist' products of January 1, 1946,
totally effective the Arab countries in general and Syria in
particular, meted out heavy punishments upon all merchants who
traded in goods produced or distributed by Jews. Informers were
offered half the price of any goods confiscated. Another
manifestation of 'anti-Zionist' policy was the refusal to grant
exit visas to Palestine, even for travel. A few well-to-do Jews,
with influential friends in the government succeeded in obtaining

visas after giving cash guarantees of two hundred to three

hundred pounds.19

This deteriorating situation spurred a rise in unauthorized
Jewish emigration. Although some of those caught fleeing were
sentenced to various terms in prison, others were murdered by
those who were to smuggle them out; Jews continued to flee. i
At first the authorities refused passports only to Jews who sought i
to emigrate to Palestine in 1945, but as anti-Jewish feeling
mounted throughout the Middle East in the late 1940s, passports
were denied to any destination. When illegal emigration reach
epidemic proportions, instructions were given to shoot anyone

20

crossing the frontier without permission. (See Demography

section for details.) This Syrian fanaticism took the form of

a Bill on March 23, 1947, which applied the death penalty to any

Jew crossing into Palestine illegally or for anyéné:&iﬁiﬁﬁ!ﬁﬁﬁﬁ; 
a person, whether or not that person was a Jew. ﬂmmﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁ@ﬁﬁfifl
Aanl, o) .‘ P

-

later changed to imprisonment with hard labor. So

were the authorities to halt illegal emigrat

point of during searches, if a family mem
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home, those present were put under arrest. It was assumed that
they had helped assist the missing individual to flee Syria.
Several found guilty of this charge were jailed.21

Jews were not the only people in Syria seeking to leave.
Christians fled to Lebanon in 1945 to 1946, in large numbers.
Their fleeing was mainly due to their being suspected of being
sympathetic to the French government. Now that Syria was an
independent country, like many middle and upper class Jews, they
feared the Syrian nationalists would take revenge on them.22

Censorship went so far as to include the prohibition of

AI, al-'Alam al-Isra'Ili, the Beirut Jewish paper in all of Syria

as reported in that paper on May 21, 1946.

For those who did not seek to flee, the situation was no
better. Once Syria achieved independence, it became even more
intensely involved in the Palestine issue as anti-Zionism became
a state policy. The government demanded that the Jewish
communities declare their official opposition to Zionism. Such
statements were pointless, however, since more pamphlets for an
economic boycott of Syrian Jews were published.23 September
through December of 1947 saw tension building, with Jewish =
employees being dismissed from many positions, Jewish goods being
boycotted, and Syrian deputies frequently introducing anti-Jewish

measures in Parliament. Specifically in terms of job Lﬁssaa@iﬁ;ﬂgﬁ}"
- i ". :.‘

this time, the telephone exchange in Aleppo and ngggggggﬂgf

who had held his position for twelve years, .

along with five Jewish school te&ehamsgﬂaw
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Following the United Nations partition plan decision,
explosions began to occur. First a devastating pogrom in Aleppo.
The notorious Moslem Brotherhood was the initial instigator.

With the Jewish Quarter attacked, 150 homes, sixty shops, and

five Jewish schools were attacked and set on fire. The local
French school was also attacked. Four large synagogues plus
fourteen smaller ones, their books and interiors, were destroyed.
Among them was the Mustaribah, the famous ancient synagogue.

After the pogrom 2,000 Aleppo Jews fled to Lebanon for safety and
shelter. Shortly after the pogrom, the President of Syria told

a Jewish delegation that such incidents occur even in advanced
countries. While promising to study the matter and expressing

the hope that there would not be another outbreak, he strongly
suggested that the Jewish leader must halt the Jewish exodus!

The Minister of Finance ignored a request for financial assistance
to restore at least one synagogue for a house of worship for the
local Jewish inhabitants.25

During the late 1940's the Damascus community was in a quieter
situation, but unfortunately not pérmanently. February, 1948, saw
several bombs placed in the Jewish Quarter. Then following the :ﬂ.
declaration of a Jewish State on May 15, one Jew was killed by

a 'student' mob, and the U.S. legation was attacked. . .

BERN
BeEte .
XA
‘hp et Mi ' . o

The situation appeared promising afterwﬁna-@@§mﬁ@%%§

ESTABLISHMENT OF ISRAEL TO PRESENT
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permitted to circulate freely and there was limited emigration,
with some leaving for Lebanon. The coup which followed and its
aftermath however were not so favorable. In August, 1949, the
Jewish Quarter was again attacked, this time leaving scores of
Damascus Jews killed and wounded. A vicious anti-Jewish attack
by the press was climaxed by the bombing on August 6 of the main
synagogue of Damascus. The American Jewish Committee intervened
with the government of Syria and the B'nai B'rith intervened with
the United States government to have those responsible for the
bombing punished. Though six suspects were arrested, it cannot
be ascertained whether they were ever brought to trial because of
the political confusion which followed in the wake of Husni Zayim's
murder. Following this outburst of violence, the new government
demanded that a committee from the Jewish community make a
statement that such incidents such as the August 6 attack were
"ordinary'" and that the Jews had received assistance from local
authorities. The Iraqi Foreign Minister, Dr. Fadhil el-Jamali
aptly described the plight of the Jews in Arab countries when in
1946 he officially announced that Jews in Arab countries have
become "hostages'. (See Chapter II, "Political History!)

After the execution of General Zayim on August 5, 1949, a
civilian cabinet took office. The power behind this government
was Brigadier General Hinnawi, head of the Syrian army.

(This "coup-phenomena' is discussed in detail in Chapter II.)

When the new National Assembly met-onpNOv&mhéﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂiﬁf;_’-.
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his associates were arrested by another group of army officers.
They installed former Premier Khalid el Azem as the government's
head. This was the third coup d'etat within the single year of
1949. On December 24, 1949, Nazim el-Kudsi, former Foreign
Minister, formed a government which lasted less than two weeks.

To further complicate matters, on March 14, 1950, Syria separated
totally from Lebanon by severing all economic links. May 29, 1959,
saw Prime Minister el-Azim resign followed by el-Kudsi's
transitional cabinet. With the army retaining the real power
behind the government, cabinets were continually being reshuffled.
Thus unrest and instability was thriving until the November, 1951
coup of Colonel Shishakly who actually became a military dictator.
During this period of unrest, from the time of the establishment
of the State of Israel until Shishakly gained power, many Syrian
Jews attempted to emigrate to Israel. Frequent arrests of Jews
trying to leave were publicized. Yet, during the first week of
November, 1949, the Damascus daily, Al Ayam, reported that between
August and November, 1949, about three hundred Jewish families

had left Syria for Israel and that they had succeeded in taking
their possessions and money along with them. The newspapers of

the time also noted that at the end of December, 1949, Syrian

police announced they had arrested two hundred Syrian Jews and

: R e - e, ut e
had seized nine motorboats after discovering a 'Levantine-Jewish el
band smuggling Syrian and Lebanese Jews into Israel’. @ﬁ@@ﬁgj:f,;;“

of organizations based in Damascus and Beirut, for the smugglir

of Jews into Israel. Overall Jews were not allc
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leave Syria legally, except for short periods: in 1954 by
Hashim al-Atasi, and in 1958, under Egyptian influence after the
formation of the United Arab Republic. It must also be noted
that while all Syrian residents must carry identity cards, other
religions are not mentioned on the ID cards. Syrian Jews'
identification cards are stamped 'Mousawi' - of Moses, a Jew.

Some optimism for Syrians and the minorities was to be found
in the constitution re-formulated during this period. The basic
features of the French inspired constitution of 1930 with regard
to the structure of government, was retained. The text was
adopted on September 5, 1951. However, between the constitution
and its application, lay the army and the wealthy landlords who
still controlled much of the Syrian economy. Although both the
constitutions of 1930 and 1950 guaranteed religious freedom and
equality, it has remained little more than a dead letter.
Religious 'equality' has never been a concept to be reckoned with
in the Moslem world, and the acceptance of the Jew seems to have
disappeared with the growth of Arab nationalism.

Following the Iraqgi disclosures of espionage rings, the _'i

Jews of Syria, according to the Arab press were put under ey
=

'close supervision'. In December, 1951, the Arab News Agency .

reported that the Syrian Ministry of Justice had Qrderﬁéqlgﬁigiﬁti§ﬁ. ;5J
: w5y e 25_3. ,- ‘.,,'
for the freezing of all Jewish property, as Iraq had»&l@gg@ﬂ,@@gaﬁﬂ,fﬁr-

The Zilkha Bank of Damascus in January, 1952, the only remaining
= 5 ] LGN

and forced to wind up its business and liqui

In an attempt to Justifylgiﬁ-ﬁﬁﬁimgiﬁg?
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saw Shishakli issue several decrees to implement land reform

that had been promised long ago and which was long overdue. In
contrast to the radical program of Egypt, his reforms were
moderated and cautious, concentrating mainly on land owned by the
state. With several purges and then an election to give some
semblance of a democratic process which was boycotted by leaders,
Shishakli held on precariously to his dictatorship. It is not
surprising, in view of the prevailing unrest that the situation
for the Jews was distressing. Under Shishakli's dictatorial
regime, attacks against Jews had become common-place in streets,
markets and public places. Numerous cases of stoning of
synagogues were reported. Many Jews were periodically arrested,
charged with espionage, Zionist activities, etc. released and
then rearrested. A very small number were able to escape to
Lebanon, but the Lebanese government was under pressure to
extradite them. During this period the Syrian Jewish community
lived under a regime of terror, mitigated only by inefficiency
and corruption. The regime made sure to carry out the numerous
legal restrictions under Syrian law: the 1948 ban on Jews'
selling property; the 1953 freezing of all Jewish bank accounts
and the restriction of Syrian citizenship to Arabs; the distribution
of Jewish property including synagogues among Arab refugees and

Syrian citizens; and the restriction of movement of Syrian Jews.

Shishakli had even tried to extend his anti-Jewish legislation

to citizens of European countries and the United States. Otl

victims were the smaller numbers of Jews in the &

some of them Iraqi citizens and Jewish peasant
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and tools were actually seized by the government.

Shishakli was attempting a definitive 'Arabization' of all
Syrians, and though it was directed at all minorities, it fell
especially heavily upon the Jews. With the law of April, 1953,
non-Arab names were forbidden and the use of any language other
than Arabic was banned from public meetings. The executive of
any public association had to include at least one-half Moslems -
impossible for the Christian and Jewish communities! In addition,
school teachers had to be Syrian Arabs who would be appointed
by the state. Yet for international consumption the Syrian
government still went out of their way to give the impression”
that Jews were not being discriminated against. Part of the 1953
Yom Kippur service from the Damascus synagogue was broadcast in
Hebrew by the Syrian radio station!

Throughout this period, there was no official government
institution to deal with the 'Jewish issue'. The two primary
officials were the local police officer in charge of the Jewish
Quarter and the administrator of the Jewish property. One of the
leaders of the Damascus community, Zabri Laniado, is said to have
publicly asked the government to limit emigration. He argued
for total emigration of the entire community over partial Y
emigration! Afterall, he claimed, a 'youth drain' would destroy
in time the community internally. The Syrian government chose

. i T e "
not to listen. ked/ '2In

h leaders

After the downfall of Shishakli, a group of Jewis

primarily from Aleppo visited Sabri al Assali, the new . 5

Minister. Their requests and his reply were me
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Radio Beirut, May 20, 1954, and by the Arab News Agency,
May 23, 1954. The group asked Assali for equal status with
Syrian Moslems, for they ''denounced the existence of a Jewish

home in Palestine and a Jewish state in Israel." Basically they

requested the abolition of all anti-Jewish restrictions and laws.
The Syrian Prime Minister promised all complaints would be
examined and solved on an individual basis. The situation did
not fundamentally improve under this or any of the future regimes
or even superficially for any length of time.

For a short time, beginning in November, 1954, when Hashem
al-Attasi came to power, Jews were again allowed to leave,
though they were forbidden to sell any property. A first
entourage of Syrian emigrants reached the Turkish city of
Alexandretta in November, 1954, reportedly on their way to Ia;.'c'a.el.z8
After the first group reached Turkey, however....the police forbade

29

others to leave. Many of those who left after 1948, went

either to Lebanon, South American countries, France or Italy.

In the 1950's some also fled to North Africa. Their relative
numbers were small compared to those who fled other Arab countries.
Immediately prior to this limited emigration a bulletin was

issued by the Syrian government to all its embassies not to granff”

|

entrance visas to any technical experts (i.e. United Nations)

: ! s Jirs gLy
of Jewish origin. Meanwhile internal harassment continued. s ‘

.l il -'-‘:'. - ]‘ int 3
An official of the agricultural department was-dismﬁased4ih Iﬁﬁ

{"1 %

September, 1954, when it was found that he was a Jew acting

behalf of the Jewish commerical QSﬁaﬁlishméﬁﬁﬁia@*#'

O TR Loty o1
the first of what was to become frequent in
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"Jewish spy rings."

The Sinai Campaign of 1956 did nothing to improve the
precarious situation of the Syrian Jewish minority. If anything
it not only increased the general hostility towards Jews as
friends of Israel, but the French association with the Campaign
aroused another latent hostility. Jews after the Mandate had
been and were again associated with the foreigners - the French,
and therefore as a group in opposition to Arab Nationalism.

Yet despite the hostile feelings, the insecure Jewish community
attempted to identify nationalistically. This was accentuated
when in December, 1955, Syria "launched a fund for arms to which
Jews contributed. According to Radio Damascus, the leaders of
the Jewish community contributed 950 Syrian pounds ($285), and
some other members gave 1,000 pounds ($300) each. By the end of
December it was reported that the Jewish community had contributed
a total of 8,730 Syrian pounds ($2,619).”31

While their money was welcomed the thought of their emigrating
anywhere, was not. One-week passes to Lebanon were abolished.

Then in the spring of 1956, Jordan and Syria instituted border-
crossing without visas, except for Jews. The war period left

the Syrian Jewish community demoralized and insecure and reinforced
the lack of cultural integration and non-acceptance. The positive
status of 19th and early 20th century Syrian Jewry-wg§:ﬁ§w'g$§§$y

past history. 1In 1958, "after the fusion of Syrlanandéﬂﬁlgg into

the United Arab Republic, some of the restrictions on

were eased, and the attitude of the ngpt;gq.%gﬁgw«

to the country was a considerable improvement
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Syrian security authorities. Leaders of the Jewish community were
assured by the Egyptians that they would be treated fairly and
that the new political status of Syria would bring them no
discomfort. Shortly after the union, restrictions on Jewish
departures from the country were supposedly lifted, although those
who desired to leave were required to turn over all immovable
property to the government. Blocked accounts of Jewish citizens
were unfrozen. It seemed that an attempt was being made to adjust
regulations affecting Syrian Jews to conform with those affecting
Jews in Egypt. Despite the easing of emigration requirements,
few Jews left Syria during 1958, presumably because of unsettled
conditions throughout the Middle East.”32

However shortly afterward the frontiers were again totally
closed to them, and in 1959 trials of those accused of helping
Jews to leave Syria began. Attempts to leave were considered to
be a military crime. 1In October and November, 1959, several
Syrian Jews were taken before a military tribunal for attempting
to emigrate. One defendant, Marco Moghrabi, supposedly directed
underground emigration from the Jewish Club of Damascus. The
death sentence was demanded by the prosecutor for seven Jews and
one Palestinian Arab. At the conclusiion of the trials two ‘he
received twelve year sentences at hard labor, three (including

3 s bl PR TC I g o
the Arab) six years at hard labor, and three acquitted.™ By
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agricultural reforms and a two-year drought produced an overall
agricultural depression, which heavily affected the entire economy .
Though political parties were illegal, they thrived on this
discontent. This then in turn brought about active Egyptian
repression of the Communist party and the Ba'ath party. The later-
to-be-powerful Ba'aths were based on a platform of Arab unity and
a vague pattern of socialism at this time. With such repression,
internal tension grew until September, 1961, with Syria's
secession from the U.A.R. Nazem al-Kudsi was elected President and
the parliament was restored.

Some six months later the Syrian army dissolved the government.
They promised to restore 'construction socialism,' remain non-aligned
and to attempt good relations with 'dear Egypt and sister Iraq.'
Then a year later, on March 8, 1963, another coup brought to the
forefront a coalition of Ba-athist and Nasserite elements. Then
in June the Ba-athists assumed total control as they overcame the
Nasserites with a great deal of bloodshed. The following year
saw deeper economic crisis strike Syria and several cabinet changes.
By the end of 1965 the Ba-ath party was in firm control with the
moderate Salah al-Bitar as Prime Minister and General Amin al-Hafez
as President. It was during this period, in March, 1964, that the

infamous travel restrictions were enacted. Since that time Jews

have been restricted from traveling more than three miles beyond

the limits of their homes. The very few who obtained permis g ©
to emigrate could take no more than $100 with them, @ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁjﬁa‘;;F'
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Kamal Amin Taabet, an Israeli intelligence agent was arrested in

Syria in January, 1965. He was convicted on a charge of espionage,

sentenced to death, and hanged at the Damascus city square.

(See The Shattered Silence) When his arrest became public knowledge

in the light of the trial and at the time of the hanging, Jews
throughout Syria were continually assaulted. Then came the Six-Day
War (1967) and they suffered even more during and afterward. Many
were arrested and others assaulted by Moslems. Though no exact
numbers or details are knowndue to the strict censorship, numerous
Jews were murdered in Damascus, Aleppo and Qamishli. Immediately
following the War soldiers surrounded the Jewish Quarter of Aleppo
and Damascus. They instituted a rigid curfew, allowing Jews only
to leave several hours per day for shopping. A few weeks later
when the troops were removed the area was put under even greater
danger from local extremist elements. (See Appendix, page 184)
Since the early 1950's houses and apartments left vacant by
Jewish emigrants had been filled systematically by the government
with Palestinian refugees. While previously this had kept the
areas tense, now it left an explosive situation. In addition,
"soldiers and other civil servants were forbidden to trade in Jewish

34

shops." (See appendix for black list document and further

elaboration of its effects in Economic Overview.) Despite the
aforementioned violence, the local Jews in each community pay the

police who "guard" their Quarter, as well as pay bribes to many

of their new neighbors, Palestinian Arabs.

The situation continually worsened. H dufﬂiﬂi'ﬂ_

""A document of November, 1967,-Eigﬂﬁﬂf§¥ﬁgfvwl
S R
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Jews' indicated that:

1. Jews were prohibited to move further than four kilometers
outside their homes.

2. All Jews were prohibited to leave the country, even those
of foreign nationality.

3. Jews could not become State officials, not even in the
nationalized sectors of the economy, (which led to the
dismissal of several Jewish officials after nationalization).

4. Jews could not sell their real estate.

The Syrian government has always denied persecution. On

December 13, 1967, the then Deputy Prime Minister of Syria,

Mr. Ibrahim Makhos, gave an interview to the French daily newspaper

L'HUMANITE saying that the accusations were 'inventions of Zionist

propaganda’'.

As the newspaper LE MONDE of December 27, 1967 reported again
about anti-Jewish persecutions in Syria, the Syrian Embassy in
Paris answered (LE MONDE, January 3, 1968) that they '....denied
all these allegations...which are pure fantasy...'

However, on February 2, 1968, Mr. Pierre Mertens of the Belgian
League for Human Rights published a report concerning the Jews in
Syria, stating that:

1. The Syrian Jews could not leave the country. If they
did so all their property would be confiscated.

2. They could not travel beyond five kilometers-frpmltgeir .ﬁ-
residence. :

They could not sell their real estate.

. They could not be civil servants.

C
|
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Furthermore, the identity cards of the Jews were stamped in red with

the word "Jew"...(See appendix for copies of such cards)

In May, 1969, the Consultative Committee of International
Organizations for Christian-Jewish Co-operation sent an appeal
to the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees asking for his
intervention in favor of the Jews in Syria and Iraq. In January,
1970, an International Committee for the Deliverance of Jews in
the Middle East was created, with Mr. Alain Poher, President of
the French Senate, as its President.

On January 27, 1970, at the International Conference for the
Deliverance of the Jews in the Middle East, held in Paris, two
Syrian Jews who had just escaped from Syria confirmed all the
previous reports of persecution. The position was also confirmed
in a statement issued on January 27, 1971, by the Committee of
Concern for the Jews in the Arab countries, operating in the U.S.A.
under the chairmanship of General Lucius Clay. (Documents from
these two groups are copied in the Appendix)

"The matter was raised again on March 12, 1971 at the United
Nations by the World Jewish Congress, through an urgent appeal
addressed to the Chairman of the U.N. Commission on Human Rights_
meeting in Geneva?.36

Another press report in April, 1973, filed in Copenhagen .
told of horrors. Two Jews, a boy and a girl had-escapa&uﬂﬁ&agﬁﬁéﬁ-iji.iﬁu

a grim report.

corities 1o R

All of the issues had been clearly-deliné&te@;'ﬁaﬁhg%ﬂﬁhﬁ%:

in Paris of 1970. The Conference issued the fol:

with the principles of International Law:

ek tor
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THE PLIGHT OF JEWS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND
C THE PRI
OF INTERNATIONAL LAW NeRREE

The situation of the Jewish minorities in t Mid
East, in fact and by law, the chief characterist?gs ;fdiﬁich
have been described above, constitue not merely a violation
of the_Common Law of the countries under review but a
v1olat19n by these States of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, as adopted at the General Assembly of the
United Nations on 10 December, 1948, and to which the
aforesaid States have subscribed.

e Tl
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\ This text, which solemnly recognizes the inherent
dignity of all members of the human family '"guarantees to
them equal and indefeasible rights'". Each one of the
Member States of the Organization has undertaken to
"ensure the universal and effective observance of human
rights and fundamental liberties'".

-.,‘I
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Among these rights feature:

-

: 4
—
4 1 . ;
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- The right to liberty, equality and dignity (Article 1) 5
- and this without distinction as to "religion,
political situation" (Article 2);
- the right to life and liberty, and to security of
person. (Article 3);
- the right to recognition everywhere as a person
before the law (Article 6);
- the right to equality before the law, to the protection
of the law against any discrimination (Article 7);
- the right to an effective remedy (Article 8);
- a guarantee against arrest or arbitrary detention
(Article 9);
- everyone charged is presumed innocent . until proved
guilty according to law in a public trial at which
he has had all the guarantees necessary for his
defence. (Article 11);
— it is forbidden to deprive an individual arbitrarily
of his nationality (Article 15); _ g
- it prohibits arbitrary deprivation of property (Article 17);
- it guarantees the right to freedom of thought and
freedom of expression, freedom of peaceful assembly
(Article 18,19 and 20);
- it asserts the right, without discrimination, to
employment and to equitable remuneration (Article 23). - i

eECaw -

Thus we must recognize that the J?wish_minoritigs in the
Middle East have practically been err;veg"g; §g@9y§§d;g$¢u¥:“¥
3 one of the fundamental rights mentioned above, 4
)

Unfortunately it seems 1mP0$Sible-t°_egﬁ?ﬁceﬁﬁﬁasélﬁﬁ
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it was appropriate at this

: time to ask for and to obtain
for Jewish minorities the T

ight to emigrate.

This right, which is 1lin
civilized societies have admi
Socrates, in Crito,
freedom:

ked to natural law, is one that
tted since time immemorial.
considered it an attribute of individual

"
..

we proclaim this principle: that any Athenian,
on attaining to manhood and seeing for himself the political

organization of the state and... its Laws, is permitted, if
he is not satisfied with us, to... go away wherever he
likes. -.. not one of us hinders or prevents him from

going away wherever he likes..."

In recent history, a law passed by the United States
Congress in 1968 states:

the right to expatriation is a natural right
guaranteed to everyone...'"

The French Constitution of 1791 assured the "freedom
for every man to go, remain, leave, without being stopped
or detained."

And finally, Articles 13 and 14 of the Universal
Declaration of the Rights of Man, already mentioned above,
specify that:

"... everyone has the right to leave any country,
including his own...'" (Article 13)

and that

... when faced with persecution everyone has the rigHt
to seek asylum and to receive asylum from other countries.
(Article 14).

It is on the basis of these principles, ad@itted from
time immemorial by civilized nations and proclaimed in the
Universal Declaration of the Rights of Man to which are
subscribed IRAQ, EGYPT and SYRIA, that we demand that the

Jewish minorities be permitted to emigrate. i

CONCLUSION:

Human rights problems are in no way an exclusive
domain of the competence of States.

It is fitting that the Ugitg_d Naﬁio;g -
principles these States in the Middle East b




of Human Rights.

We are happy to create an assembly of such size and
quality in a country which, since 1789, has proclaimed the
equality, the liberty and the dignity of men and which,
since that date, has always welcomed those who are outlawed
and persecuted. We invite you jointly to seek with us
means of action in order that the United Nations, Governments,
and international public opinion at last be able to ensure
Jjustice for these thousands of persons who, in the Middle
East seem to have been foresaken by the entire world.

Acting in such fashion, we make OURS the maxim of
President John F. Kennedy:

"WHEN THE FIGHTS OF A SINGLE MAN ARE VIOLATED, IT IS
THE CONCERN OF ALL MEN". 37

Throughout this period and to the present, emigration of Jews
has been forbidden. During 1967, the situation particularly
worsened in Qamishli. In that it is adjacent to the Turkish border,
Jews had been under the strictest of controls. Following an
incident on September 1, the whole community was under 24 hour
house arrest. Unfortunately to most hostile activities the
Syrians like other Middle East governments, still continually
"close their eyes to mob attacks made against the Jews.!" Other
times "the governments launch violent anti-Jewish attacks in the
press, in radio and television which are under state control.
During the Islamic Congress held in Amman, September, 1967, it was
decided 'Jews living in Muslim countries' about whom it has been ;
demonstrated that they have any alleged contacts with Zionism or S
Israel would be considered the enemies of Islam...all the Muslim .
people must boycott the Jews and consider them'as’ﬂh%fg}fwﬁﬁnf. e~

enemics."3® By the beginning of 1968 the situation had eased,

but only a bit. These people are said to be st

: _ z 3
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even try to apply to foreign consulates for exit visas.

At the time of the Qamishli-incident a group from the
Bertrand Russell Tribunal Commission traveled about Syria and met

with Jews in the presence of government officials. Following the

encounter a Syrian Jew wrote to the world press: "You can imagine

that if a single Jew had dared tell the truth it would have cost
39

him his life."

At the end of 1967, conflicting letters appeared in the Paris
Le Monde: '"An anonymous letter published..... (December 27)
describing the plight of the Syrian Jews brought a response in the
same paper (January 3, 1968) in which the Syrian embassy in Paris -
in sharp variance with reports reaching Jewish organizations -
denounced the letter as a 'pure fantasy.' It denied that there
had been manifestations against Jews in Qamishli or elsewhere in
Syria or incidents between the Palestinian refugees and their
Jewish neighbors, or that there had been a curfew. It also
asserted that Jews were not excluded from public life, pointing
to the employment of 40 Jewish teachers at the beginning of the
1967-68 school year. The letter further stated that an International
Red Cross representative in Damascus had found, on the eve of the
Arab-Israel war, that the Jews enjoyed full rights.40

With the plight of Syrian Jewry unchanged then - United
Nations Secretary-General U Thant finally publicly expressed concern

over the issue. On September 29, 1970, he told the General Assembly:
) v hdanoel .
2 ' i ctly the
J Although I have no direct means of knowing exactly th
congizgons of life of the small Jewish minorities in '
certain Arab states, it is clear that, in some cases am* s
least, these minorities would be better off.. Irﬁqﬁg;!%:&i 23
very much, therefore, that it may soon begﬂﬂfi;;i- to find
2 i aNT q! ,.' .’ d :
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sensible ways of solving this largely humanitarian problem.41

The following passage from an article in the Frenmch L'Arche,

November-December, 1971, by Victor Malka (p.19), translated by

Dr. Isaac Jerusalmi, HUC-JIR, vividly describes the recent plight

of Syrian Jews and more than gives support to U Thant's view:

This }ast November 5, President Alain Poher (President
of the Nat}onal Assembly-I.J.) raised the matter of the fate
of the Jewish community of Syria during a press conference,

in the presence of Rev. Father Riquet (preacher at Notre Dame-I.J.)
and deputy Jacques Mercier.

Two witnesses who escaped from Syria - a 17 year old
young man and a 26 year old young woman - related during this
press conference the fact that life in Syria has become a hell
for the 4500 Jews of Syria of which 3,500 live in Damascus.

Entire families disappear, fathers compelled to
("sodomize'"-I.J.) have sexual relations with their children,
Jews must remain within a five kilometer radius of their
residences, identity cards with the mention "Jew'" entered in
red ink; any Jew who has a brother overseas is denied the
right to take care of his brother's affairs; kidnappings,
tortures, insults; the authorities in Damascus have fallen
into the most racist and heartbreaking Medieval practices.
This is their way of winning the war by attacking defenseless
poor people. In so doing, they are also being encouraged
by a number of French figures who unashamedly continue to
describe the life of the Jews in Syria as being that of
Allah's paradise on earth!

All these are very serious testimonieg against the
bloodthirsty dictators of Damascus and against all those
who, through their silence, act as their accomplices.

Yet despite numerous such reports in the world press, the

National Geographic of April, 1974 ran an issue on Syria. The

journalist Robert Azzi told of freedom of worship and frpedom of

fvp

opportunities for Syrian Jews. Seven months later,lafter.fﬂch
criticism and for the first time in the journal's 86 year history,
P irir LG GBS

5 i le-n -
the National Geographic retracted a major artlc',.uuL of tiis REes

Another contradictory article appeared on January 5, 197

in the New York Times by Seymour Topping.
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placid portrait of an old Jewish community and concludes with a

blatant stereotype. He describes a Jew who is the owner of a

popular men's clothing store. The writer was then informed after

publishing the article that he had visited with and spoken to only

the 'court-Jews' - such as Selim Totah, President of the Jewish

Council of Damascus, a government appointee! Then followed the

even more publicized and controversial CBS television program by

Mike Wallace portraying a much improved lot over the past five

years for Syrian Jewry, that is under the present Hafez al Assad

e el e e

S : regime. By Wallace's own admission, he and his group from CBS

]

were accompanied by three Syrian security agents. Wallace has

e

since conditionally retracted his story and has been making plans
to return to Syria for another attempt at a clear portrait of
Syrian Jewry.

Shortly after the retraction by National Geographic, an

article appeared in the prestigious Politiken of Copenhagen. With
difficulty in entering the Damascus ghetto, the reporter,

Ole Roessel wrote that "It is here, in the ghetto, in the narrow
streets of one-room, mud-brick homes and medieval sanitation that
most of Syria's Jews live. Their cramped quarters open onto an

interior courtyard where Palestinian terrorists and secret police

keep them under 24-hour surveillance. Members of al-Fatah and/or
Saiga, Palestinian liberation squads who operated offices in the

heart of the Jewish quarter, strut through the cobbled streets.

and the people:! g i thlg
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These are the reactions in the press, both accurate and

distorted, yet the facts of the 1970's speak for themselves:
) During the summer of 1971 a young Jewish girl in Damascus
was arrested, raped repeatedly, and then dumped naked into the
streets of the ghetto.
b) 1In March, following several air battles between Syria
and Israel, minor pogroms occurred in Damascus, Aleppo and Qamishli.
c) In the fall of 1971, twelve Jews, beginning at the age
of four, were held for five months for planning to flee. Two of
the men, Joseph Swed and Nissim Katri were detained in jail until
September 1974 - three years later! The November 27, 1974,
Bulletin of Toronto's Beth Tzedec Congregation reported that upon
his release, Swed was crippled, lacking all his teeth, and
permanently insane. (Other information from these bulletins is
copied in the Appendix.)
d) In March 2, 1974, the bodies of four Jewish women, Farah,
Lora and Tony Zeibak and their cousin Eva Saad were discovered
by the Syrian police in a cave at Asfura in the Zadani Mountains
northwest of Damascus. Most probably the girls had planned to
have had the aid of a group of smugglers who had instead brutally
raped and murdered the four women. Only one of the charrred SR .
remains could be positively identified. In an adjacent area the et
police found the bodies of two Jewish boys Kassam Abadi, 20 years
old, and Natan Shaya, 18 years old, both mutilated. The Syrian
authorities then deposited the bodies in six sacks before the '

parents' homes in the Damascus ghetto. RS > L4

"Within two weeks, Minister of Interior Ali Zaza

7
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a freakish riot among Damascus Jews and Arabs which was misconstrued
by the western press as a gesture of solidarity on behalf of the
Zeibaks, announced that the state security forces had captured
'a band of four assassins, robbers and smugglers.' Syrian Jewish
emigres around the world were aghast to learn that the accused
included Yussef Shalouh, a prominent textile trader, and Azur Zalta,
a school teacher. Both men were regarded as outstanding members
of the Jewish community, Jews noted for their devotion to the
welfare of their harassed brethern. What made the charges even
more incredible was the fact that Shalouh was the brother-in-law
of Eva Saad. 1In reaction to these arrests and the show trial that
was about to take place, the U.S. National District Attorneys'
Association wrote a powerful letter offering counsel or merely to
sit at the trial as witnesses. A copy of this letter can be
found in the attached Appendix. World public opinion at first
caused the Syrians to change their accusations to 'aiding illegal
emigration', and then in September, 1974, the two men ﬁere
released and the matter was dropped.

€) During the summer of 1974, eleven Jewish women from
Aleppo were held and tortured in a Damascus jail. One of the
escapees told a grizzly story of one of the women. She ''was tied
hand and foot with wire, strapped inside a big lorry tire with
her head downwards; electric shocks were applied, every five or
ten minutes. Gradually the intervals increased, but so did the

charge. After 36 hours the womap confessed and was permitted to
44 i

return home. She awakes shrieking in the night-“

Certainly in both cases these women realized tha:
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be caught they would be tortured if not killed. If anything, their
attempts to flee point out the unbearable frustration, the
traumatic desperation that Syrian Jews are today faced with. To

further document this nightmare, I have included in the Appendix

the following materials:

l. "Syrian Brutality Repeats Itself"

2. '"The Plight of Syria's Jewish Community"

3. "Drama in the Ghetto" (from Italian Epoca, April 28, 1974)

4. "Committee of Concern Fearful"

5. "A Troubled Minortiy" - Newsweek

6. '"Encounter: A Synagogue in Damascus'" - New York Times,
November 9, 1975

W

Recent articles on a trip to Syria by reported for the
the Canadian Jewish News, Sheldon Kirshner

8. Notes from Judy Feld - Beth Tzedec Bulletin

9. Photographs - pictures do not lie.....

While examining this material, it should be remembered that
the Arab governments have for the most part, systematically
forbidden representatives of the United Nations from investigating
the Jewish question - as did the Nazis in their time. They claim
that the plight of and treatment of Jews is purely an internal
matter. If they would but treat the Jews with full rights then

it would not be a '"question' or "matter' at all.
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B. DEMOGRAPHIC EVOLUTION

Until the last few decades, with the exception of Egypt,
there 1s no reliable material on Jewish demography of the Middle
East. Our data comes from tourists, travelers and businessmen,
and deals mainly with the numbers of people in large cities and
some townships. When comparing these reports, one is often struck
by the radical differences in these estimates. Furthermore, we
are given very little information as to reasons for changes iﬁléhe
population figures from one period to another. Data on mobility..L
whether domestic or international, is either missing or is 11tt1;$h
more than guesswork. Yet, we can generally state that larég;scqléﬁff.
immigration took place from Syria and Turkey to Egypt, Euxope, -

LT

and North America, and from throughout the Middle East to Pal
e 'ﬂ.t'-
Israel.

2 jnck;f
"Jews in the Middle East Countries, 1917 - lg7an &

1917 1947 1968

Iraq 85,000 125,000 3 000
Egypt 60,000 66,000 a2, 509””
Syria and Lebanon 35,000 35,000 ‘
Yemen and Aden 45,000 54,000

Iran 75,000 100, 000 :

Turkey 100,000 80,000

Total 400,000
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a fair number of Sephardic Jews emigrated from Turkey to Qamishli,

Damascus, and Aleppo mainly attracted by the more enlightened

policies of the French Mandate.2 . f
Though we have no precise date during the early period, it

is evident that urbanization caused much internal migration.

"In the past generation all Jews had to leave hundreds of small

villages where their ancestors lived for the last two-thousand

years. When I visited Syria twenty years ago, I did not see any

Jews in the small centers and villages. A few small Jewish

communities still existed in the north.”3 Certainly growing loecal
anti-semitism, often instigated by expanding Arab nationalism
(discussed in Section ITI) helped accelerate urbanization for

Syrian Jewry. Likewise, with French government offices in city-

areas, this drew the Jews in towards the cities. Living in urban

These main centers of Jewish living had the characteris
corporate ethnic groups even during the Ottoman rule; ¥
groups served as one taxable unit. Now, with two ce

the corporate nature of these two religious

for outright rivalry for economic position.
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the development of educational institutions, which from now on

also embraced a not inconsiderable proportion of the women, and

as a result of the rise in the average economic level, the average

marriage age also became higher.”5

Throughout the period in question, while the Jewish
population decreased in Damascus, Aleppo, and Sidon, it steadily
increased in neighboring Beirut., Emigration began in the 1880's
from Syria, initially to Egypt, then to South America, the United
States, England, Lebanon, and Palestine.6 The numerical decline
is especially evident following on the opening of the Suez Canal.
It spun off the decline of Aleppo and Damascus as centers on the
overland trade routes. Shortly thereafter, after World War I,
the instability of the local political arena began to influence
many to leave.

With the Druze revolt of October, 1925, and the assaults
on Jews in Damascus, some 3,000 Jews fled the city within a matter
of days.7 Massive emigration resumed when Muslims in Damascus
and Aleppo began hostilities, especially after the elsewhere
mentioned 1947 riots in Aleppo. Jewry of Aleppo and Damascus of
1904 each numbered approximately 10,000 and just prior to World
War I at 12,000.8 There are no '"accurate estimates" of the
community of Qamishli and the outlying communities. One writer
does mention that in 1926 hundreds of Jews moved to Qamishli from
Nusaybin in southern Turkey. .

After World War I, many Sephardic Jews came to Qamishli, - =

Damascus and Aleppo from Turkey attracted bﬁ-ﬂﬁéﬁiﬁ&fff‘”fﬂffﬁ'

.*

-

enlightened policies of the French Mandatory regime
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most Jews lived in the Jewish Quarter. However, in Aleppo many

Jews lived in areas which.were:bothsJewishlznali e I

10

never Christian.==.This;idea ofilivingainta specifically Jewish

quarter was not the same (prior to the modern Republic) as the

objectionable European ghettoization. Here it enabled every

Jew to live in accordance with Jewish law. Separate residential
areas allowed for actively following the decrees of the Talmud,
Sanhedrin 17b. ("A Torah student must not live in a city which
does not have a court empowered to implement its decisions:

a charity chest administered in accordance with the Law; a
synagogue; a bath; a scribe and a teacher for children.")
Therefore until most modern times, the idea of a separate
residential area did not involve any degradation associated with

""the ghetto', but rather for the inhabitants it was a citadel

of their independence.l1

A census of 1932 claims the Jewish population to be 26,250

12

and in 1943, 29,770. Overall, whether during the even earlier

Young Turk period, or the French Mandate in Syria, the Jewish

; : : : 13
community appears to have maintained its cohesion.

Too often a Jew with a valid Syrian passport who succeeded

in obtaining one of the few, much-sought-after British entry

. - _ 14
visas to Palestine, would find himself denied a Syrian exit visa.

=

Therefore, following this second census until 1947, many Jews

JErr-
l. "-

were part of a mass illegal immigration to their next-door . = ,;?'
L3

neighbor, Palestine. This is despite the fact, that there were

quite a few among them who were not Zionists. Many of those who h

fled to Palestine, then migrated further. TIllegal im
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was more than difficult. Syriap frontier guards had been

instructed to fire upon Jews attempting to flee Syria. Jews

caught, were oftened fined and imprisoned. Many of those Jews

who remained in Syria were interrogated and/or arrested for

helping illegal immigrants. Some Arab officials took advantage

of this tenuous situation to blackmail Jews, threatening to

implicate them in emmigration plots. 1In May of 1947, a law was

enacted establishing a three year sentence for aiding an emigrant .

Then in January, the doors to all countries were closed upon

Syrian Jews in the wake of the restrictions on Jewish emigration.15
These restrictions account for the present-day community

of between 3,000 and 5,000. As stated in the Italian press,

"There is an absolute prohibition for Jews to emigrate.”16

"No Western source, not Amnesty International, the International

League for the Rights of Man, the American Jewish Committee, or

even the Canadian Committee for the Rescue of Jews in Arab Lands

(a small cadre of dedicated humanitarians in Toronto which has

enjoyed singular communication with the Jews of Syria over the

past four years), has been able to make an exact assessment of

how many there are. Even Danish and Italian reporters have

made note of difficulties thrown before them in trying to reach

the inhabitants of what they call 'the street with no name'.“17
In contrast to other Middle East countries, as noted in

the previous chart, the Jewish population of the area in question
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structure. As Hayim Cohen points out: "Obviously the small

size of the communities in the Levant countries was the reason

for the lack of Jewish institutions such as hospitals and

secondary schools,
rr18

which were to be found in bigger Oriental

countries.
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C. ECONOMIC OVERVIEW

In so far as no research has yet been carried out on the
economic position of Jews in the Middle Eastern countries

(exclusive of Israel), past or present, this chapter relies

heavily upon Hayim Cohen's general statements on the economic

transformation in the Middle East as presented in his The Jews

of the Middle East. Once again we note that much of the available

material is based on impressions of travellers and tourists who
merely described their encounters with Jews who happened to be
either rich or middle class, or even poor. Occasionally the
writer inserts a few details as to the occupations of the local
peoples. Unfortunately this unscientific method for gathering
data and analyzing a community leaves us with numerous
contradictions and lacunae. While official figures are
available due to government censuses in Egypt and Turkey nothing
similar is available in dealing with Syria.

"Nevertheless, it may be said that the middle of the 19th
century the majority of the Middle Eastern Jews were poor,
although even then there were differences between the Jews of
Syria, Iraq, and Egypt, among whom were some merchants and very
wealthy individuals and those of Iran and the Yemen where poverty
was more prevalent.“1 The Suez Canal, as has been mentionéd,
while improving conditions for the Jews of Egypt, disru?téélmUGb

of the economic life of Syrian Jews in the last cegf?fY? 2
: : en the Jewish commun:
In particular the difference between | | 4nﬁ?ctnvu“
specially in the e
of Damascus and Aleppo were radical, esp :}-rkz.'~iﬂﬁh;_
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sphere. It may also be deemed that because of these economic

differences, these two communities developed dissimilarly in

most aspects. One can trace this economic dissimilarity back

to the sixteenth century!

Prior to and during the sixteenth century, Aleppo was an

important transit city on the European-Far East overland trade

route. Then in the seventeenth century it began to lose its
vital economic role when the British opted to trade with Iran
through Basra and the Persian Gulf, rather than through Aleppo.
Cutting further into the economic life of the city, following
the French Revolution, all French international trade declined.
The active ruler of Egypt in the first half of the 1800's,
Muhammad Ali, attempted to develop the continent's trade through
Egypt and this further cut into the Aleppo economy. The noose
was tightened with the opening of the Suez Canal which then
made overland trade outdated. Yet, travelers through Syria in
the 1880's wrote of wealthy Jews, though there were fewer now.3
The economic decline continued and the number of emigrants
likewise grew. The local Jewish journal reported in 1942 that
most of those remaining were poor and the number needing iaca
assistance was continually increasing, having reached 40‘65%?4
Then came the terrible riots at the end of 1947, after which
the remaining Jews of any wealth fled. The exodus of these = o
well-to-do and many others was the culminatien~ﬂ£ﬁﬂﬁﬁ£ﬁ¥@§§§"%,_'

of material decline, intimidation, and moral 1301‘%‘%"5“%*

e
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wealthy Jews fleeing, those rémaining were impoverished even

: 5 _
more swiftly. To complicate matters, when a Jewish male dies,

his property is now transferred to a government authority for

Palestinian Affairs. His family must then pay rent for the

continued use of the house or business property or move elsewhere

and rent.6

Over the past decade, whether in Aleppo, Damascus, or even

Qamishli, one of the only sources of livelihood remaining has
been shopkeeping. However, the official boycott of 1967 even
strangled this sector. The following is a translation of an
Army circular dated February 8, 1967. (Please see copy of full

document in Appendix):

'"The Syrian Arab Republic...Ministry of Defence...Armed
Forces General Headquarters...Administration Branch...
Department of Military Administration-Military Police
Section-No.26/27/2-Circular No.4 - 8 February 1967.
The following is a partial list of names of Jewish
merchants and their businesses in Damascus. For security
reasons, all Army personnel are forbidden to deal with
them. Anyone who violates these instructions is liable
to severest penalties."

The list, as can be seen, gives 47 Jewish stores with their

addresses and description.7

Meanwhile, while during the sixteenth century Aleppan Jews
were involved in trade, those of Damascus were craftsmen; many
were cobblers, goldsmiths, and matmakers. While many others
were wandering village peddlars, a few became rich by trading
with Palestine, Egypt, and Venice.8 In the nineteenth century,
several wealthy Jews were found in this city. @Eﬁﬂﬁi&@ﬁﬂﬁﬂldﬂ,

Damascus in 1848, Moses Margoliuth reported in detail of




'

- 46 -

overlaid with marble and they often had large, beautiful pools

in the courtyards. He also made note that these elegant homes

were surrounded by mud walls and the doors were simple, so as

not to appear ostentatious and attract unnecessary attention.9

Some time later, in 1884, Ephraim Neumark wrote that he found

distinguished, wealthy men among the Jews in Damascus, but
added that their economic stability had been shaken in the 1870's
by the decline of Damascus as a center of international trade.
'Damascus has fallen from the stage, is sitting on the chair,
but not on the ground.' He stated that most of the Jews there
were earning their livelihood from crafts: goldsmiths,
silversmiths, tailors, shoemakers, and watch repaifers, while
Some were employees in workshops. Most of the silk, wool and
cloth-dyeing industries were concentrated in the hands of the
Jews.lo Due to the fact that so much of a segment of Damascus
Jewry were artisans and laborers, the opening of the Suez Canal
did not drastically affect the local Jewish population, as it
had done in Aleppo. Nevertheless, it took its toll in some
emigration to Egypt and America.

A report shortly before World War I indicates that Jews
were still involved in gold and silver work, and also weaving,
dyeing, spinning and woodwork. However, their share of foreign
trade had declined and their influence on the Damascus economy

was rather minor..l "The few wealthy merchants remaining in

e 1ad already adopted
Aleppo in the period following World War I had already adop ir

the practice of entering into partneeripﬂwifﬁ‘Mﬁgiﬁmgﬁ‘@gh;
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protection during the Palestine war, 12 During this period

nearly all professorships at the Prestigious University of

Damascus were held by European Jews! Surely a contradiction

in light of what was to come. (See "A Troubled Minority'" from

Newsweek in Appendix) The events occurring in October, 1925

with the Druze revolt and the serious attacks on the Jewish
Quarter (as described in A. Political Overview) led to high
unemployment in the Jewish community. In reaction to the
attacks, killings, and lootings, many fled the city. Many

of those remaining became dependent upon funds collected from

the Syrian Jewish community in New York.

Shortly thereafter, in April, 1926, the Bene Berith Lodge
(B'nai B'rith) of Damascus collected the following information:
Among the 6,635 Jews of Damascus, 2,275 were breadwinners,
that is one breadwinner to every three people; 32% were artisans
(including copper workers, weavers, tailors, shoemakers, and
laborers), 17% were clerks, 4% worked as maids and servants,

14% were peddlars, 9% were merchants and goldsmiths or silver-

Smiths, 1% were rabbis, and the remaining 23% were engaged in

: 14
various occupations, the majority apparently in the services.

Another visitor several years later, in late 1929, Yomtov Semach,

15

. S8
also wrote that most of Damascus Jews were artisans. :

el e .”:".' =
Since these reports, the situation has Gontlnuedwtg.ﬂgslinﬂa h,%"
Aside from the political and social disabilities which in turn

Y

have affected the community economically, the demand

artisan type products, handiwork, has deﬁﬂe&gﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁégﬁg




- 48 -

civil service, from the press, from the railways, and from

companies in 1942 and in 1947.16

By the time of the birth of the State of Israel on its
borders, some 55% of all Syrian Jewry lived in abject poverty.
They existed on charity from overseas and gifts from relatives.
"They work at odd jobs but even their earnings are more in the
nature of charity then merited remuneration."17 At this time
there still was a very small minority of professionals, teachers,
lawyers, journalists, pharmacists, and doctors. The even
fewer remaining upper class Jews were bankers and merchants.

Yet it mattered not how wealthy one was when, as was becoming
common place, the local Moslems were incited against this small
group who they believed to be associated with the Zionists of
Palestine. By the early 1950's, the better part of the well-to-do
minority emigrated to neighboring Lebanon and to Israel, as well
as other parts of the world (particularly in the United States
to New York and New Jersey). Only representatives of the lower
and middle class Jewish population still lived in Syria.

"On the whole, the Damascus community, headed by Sabri Laniado,
was impoverished, and approximately 2,500 individuals, or more
than 50 percent of the community, were in need of the relief

furnished by American and Beirut Jewry. The Aleppan Jewish

community under the guidance of Chief Rabbi Moshe-%awag&ﬁ&&&#'fﬁf“

18 n g -?,”"I'I T
languishing in similar straits." 1ing  poipes w?: _ _

As above mentioned, the early 1950's saw the

of any upper class of Syrian Jewry. To c

Syrian Ministry of Justice froze all Jewi
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"in January, 1952 the Zilkha Bank of Damascus, the only

remaining Jewish-owned business establishment of importance in

Syria, was closed by the authorities and forced to wind up its
business and liquidate by April 1, 1952.”19

By the mid-1950's, Syrian Jewry was undoubtedly the poorest

and least educated of all the Jewish communities in the Eastern

Mediterranean. Estimates went as high as 90% of Damascus Jewry

as having no income, living on assistance from the American

Joint Distribution Committee.20

It appears that integration in Syria was difficult for
many of the same reasons as in Egypt. One stigma was the
identification with the West, and in particular with French
culture in the face of continually growing Arab nationalism.
The second stigma since the late 1940's was the close association
of all Jews with Israel, the enemy in this case. After the
first war in 1948-49, Jews were not welcome in political parties.
During the Sinai Campaign, Jews were not employed in publie
posts, nor by large corporations. Only in Aleppo did a very
small part of Syrian Jewry prosper. There a few doctors and a
few businessmen continued to do well, until the next war.

With the continued political turmoil the community was

isolated from contact with foreigners by the early sixties.

restrictions have been enforced (see concluding pa

el

Political Overview): prohibition of employment as off




; a ban on the

sale by Jews of their houses or other real estate; government
seizure of the property of Jews who die and have relatives
abroad.

In 1972, Jewish refugees recently arrived from Damascus
gave a detailed account of the economic life there. They told
of a 'white list', a government approved list of a small group
of Jews allowed to operate stores outside the Jewish Quarter.

(See Sheldon Kirshner's Canadian Jewish News articles in Appendix)

Several of those on the list were reported to have even received
money from the Syrian government to build up and improve their
establishments. The emigrants told that when foreign visitors
come to inquire after the plight of Syrian Jews, they are
brought by government officials to this area to these show pieces.
Some seventy-five other families have members who have
managed to retain jobs, usually because they are experienced
workers or craftsmen. Yet, they are paid one-fifth to one-tenth ‘AEE
the salary of what a Moslem with similar qualifications would
earn. Some are able to stay in business by arrangement with

2 Moslem who officially does the exporting and importing = ==

~ the

: 1so five or six Jewish
profits for his services. There are also five or iﬁ;ﬂ@gﬂ@%ﬁh:l?.

_._*i

' (Jews are forbidden to do so), and demands a sizable cut ¢

&.L

Quarter. They are not allowed a full pract

denied use of hospital facilities.
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cardiogram even under the most dire of circumstances. However,
the few Jewish lawyers are not even this well off. They

cannot obtain clients at all, for they are at a decided
disadvantage in the courts, and therefore most of the lawyers
survive by working at menial tasks. This situation was shown
true to the world in .the 1974 trumped up trial of Yussef Shalouh

and Azur Zalta for the murder of four girls and two boys from
Damascus supposedly attempting to escape Syria. This incident
is dealt with in detail in the 'Political Overview' and in the
Appendix. In that the accused were denied local attorneys,
including Jewish volunteer-lawyers in Syria, the U.S. National
District Attorneys' Association volunteered counsel or even to
merely attend the trial as representatives of the global
community. (See letter from Attorney's Association in Appendix)
(See Appendix "Rescue' reprints for tragic story of Shimon
Khabas, a young Syrian Jew who desperately needed serious medical .;?Q
attention.)

The remainder of the Damascus community includes some two-—
hundred beggars, dependent upon charity. The Jewish community
provides some charity, but this is but only enough to Suﬁpﬁﬁﬁ{:_;“
each person for serval days of each month. Somefchﬂiiﬁﬁfﬁgifi.

received from funds like Keren Yitzhak Shalom,

o Ao
than $4.00 per person per month. = =&

Syrian-born American philanthropist.

of giving less

this group and the above mentioned employed,
small-time peddling and selling of rags

Streets.
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This ugly picture is but a mirror image of the Aleppo
community. Yet, both are still somewhat better off than the
isolated community in Qamishli. There, the five kilometer
traveling restriction is felt the hardest, as many of the Jews
there had been peddlars and regional traders in the surrounding

villages.zz
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D. EDUCATION OVERVIEW

In the field of education one of the greatest transformations
took place for Middle East Jewry. Illiteracy, common a hundred
years ago was gradually eliminated. Graduates of secondary and
higher education increased, along with the number of women in
attendance. Simultaneously, there was a decline in the number
of religious schools and their students.

Among the Jews of Syria there is no accurate census of
illiteracy. Yet the following table from Israel (1961) gives a
glimpse of not only the contrast between the countries of origin,

but points out the progress made over the past century. (See p.55)1

The most powerful force in the education of Jews in the
Middle East was the school system of the Alliance Israelite
Universelle, as well as other foreign schools.2 Over the pagt Eﬁl
one hundred years the majority of Jewish children of not oﬁlﬁ Lﬂ
Syria and Lebanon, but also Egypt studied in such schools.

In the sparsely educated Middle East, they became relatiyélg;‘

LR
They were taught under foreign curricula which

well-educated.

&
e

too often left them with the scar of not masteringgg%@ﬁi@iﬁH} fi .
. P;_. LeiET N L .'_l"‘
especially if there was a local dialect. Being placed in tl

position of learning foreign languages drew the

closer to European countries in terms of po.

It thereby transformed

and cultural values.

foreign group in their own society.




- 55 -

PERCENTAGES OF LITERATE PERSONS AMONG MIDDLE EAST-BORN JEWS IN
ISRAEL (AGED 14 AND OVER), BY COUNTRY OF BIRTH, SEX AND AGE AT
IMMIGRATION, AND MEDIAN YEARS OF STUDY(1)

Country of birth Age at time of immigration Median years
60+
of study
15-29 30-44 45-59
Egypt and the Sudan 94.7 90.2 75.6 62.1 -
Turkey 84.1 68.3 54.7 34.3 -
Syria and Lebanon 76.0 58.3 46.9 48.8 -
Iraq 69.5 52.9 39.2 27.8 -
Iran 6307 4a7.2 3105 23:0 -
Yemen and Aden 45.0 35.5 28.6 30.8 =
Men
Egypt and the Sudan 95.6 92.2 83.4 78.9 9.3
Turkey 89.4 79.4 71.3 56.6 6.6
Syria and Lebanon 87.2 83.4 68.8 7197 G
Iraq 82.7 75.7 62.2 51558 Tf%ur
Iran 81.3 7045 52.3 38.2 6%4*
Yemen and Aden 74.5 64.5 56.5 571 §;
Women
’ Egypt and the Sudan 93.9
Turkey 78.4 58.1 42.1
F Syrian and Lebanon 65.0 37.4 30.1
¢ Traq 56.1  28.5 G342l
' Iran 46.5 21.5 8.4
Yemen and Aden o1 4.9 _ 2.5
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Alliance schools in light of the French Mandate in Syria and
the period since then. While this school system set them in
good stead with the French intruders with whom they could
easily communicate, they had thereby placed themselves in
opposition to the majority, their Moslem, mainly anti-French
neighbors. (See Section II "Political History'")

Another fascinating aspect of this international education
is that it even taught the children to be radically different
from their parents. Yet it did not cause a break or even a
tremendous gap in the nuclear family. While it did alienate
many from traditional religiosity, it did not lead to
assimilation or conversion.

Language training was not onlystressed in the Alliance and
foreign schools, but also in schools of the local communities.
The children were taught two or three languages from the age
of six or seven. Since in the earlier part of the period under

discussion children remained in school for only four or five

a student's education lengthened and students developed
in several languages. This competency allowed some stude
to continue in European schools of higher learning or
receive positions as officials in the civilagérv'
during the Mandate, in banks and _bu-smgsgfg_ga_«:_

with several languages were valueds el @rod el ke
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were different than in the modern American sense, in that
children actually began to read and write there. This then
meant that for a young child, much more time was spent studying
than given to playtime. The methodology for all teaching was
traditional - it was entirely by rote. Discussions and
analyzing problems were absent from all Middle Eastern
education.
Meanwhile, the nineteenth century saw numerous publications
of a religious nature in these communities. However, in the
twentieth century few religious documents were published by
their rabbis, and most of those that were, were published in
Palestine. The Jews of Syria in the twentieth century
published very little; even their communal periodical was it
based in and published in Beirut. In that the overall Jewish
population of the Middle East spoke numerous languages, (Arabic,
Persian, Turkish, European languages etc.) and had no common
language, very little literature was widespread. It should
be noted that Arabic, though widely spoken, was not-a-wiﬁéﬁ“..lﬁhf

literary language. Likewise, there was practically no J

fully developed in this region. Music was de

religiously and secularly.

The demographic and economic di:
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differences statistically between the two cities. In a general

sense, traditional education was widespread in Aleppo, though
later declining, while both traditional and secular education
was less advanced in Damascus.3 In either type school, "even in
the Mandatory period, most Jewish boys went to some sort of
Jewish school whether the Jewish version of the Kuttab, (the
traditional elementary) or the schools of the Alliance Israelite
Universelle."?

Yeshivot had existed in Aleppo in the eleventh and twelfth
centuries and were revitalized with the arrival of the Spanish
exiles in the 1500's, and then continued to serve the community
until the end of the nineteenth century. However, the Damascus
yeshivot existed primarily in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries. Yehiel Fischel Kastleman, a traveler of the past
century, visited both cities in 1859 and wrote that there were
many yeshivot in Aleppo with many rabbis, while he found only '-hf
one yeshiva in Damascus.5 Another traveler, Wolff Schur, L
several years later in 1875 wrote of a large yeshiva in Aleppo '
with many studying Talmud and the legal aspects of the ﬁmwé@ -
Only in Aleppo and Baghdad, he claimed, could "Pﬁﬂplﬁnhﬁﬁgﬁgﬁéfﬁir
who were erudite in Talmud and who could reach_@@?"%ﬁﬂ%&?i-h |

_ 6
depths and bring up its most precious pearls.‘ .

those of Baghdad, because they were kept Hp b

actually participated in all aspects of
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few hours per day.7

While the religiosity of the students of these pre-World
War I yeshivot lived on through their children and grandchildren,
the institutions themselves began to decline prior to the War.
The 'Reshit Hochma Yeshiva' was established prior to the War
for Talmud studies and foreign languages, However, it closed
with the advent of the War. Another school, The Institute for
the Teaching of Talmud was established after the War, mostly
attended by destitute students (20 in 1925 and 30 in 1930), who
received communal financial support. Along with traditional
studies, they learned some French and Arabic.8 By the close
of World War II no yeshivot remained in Aleppo, although the
community continued to train rabbis.

In the realm of other religious schools, Aleppo Jewry was
somewhat more successful. In 1911, the traveler Abraham Elmaleh
had much to report from Damascus. He wrote that some five _,%__-
hundred children, about % of the city's Jewish children; SN Ey
attended the hederim which were not very well off. His ciddeg 0
depressing description showed a dark, damp building where ch
sat crowded on worn-out mats in front of their old, miserabl

{ Rabbi. This teacher would read chapters of Tanach,

f Ein Yaakov without their comprehending any of it. The st

: 9 1n 1895 the Jewish con

were thin, weak and dirty.

transferred its Talmud Torah to the auspic

Within a short period, they in turn iﬁfrﬁ'& e

secular subjects into théﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ°ﬂﬁ“'3‘
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ceased subsidizing the school in 1911, the Alliance then

withdrew from this joint endeavor. +©

When some of the four hundred and fifty students of the
two Talmud Torahs transferred to Alliance schools in 1924, the
Talmud Torahs closed. Several years later a new Talmud Torah
opened having some three hundred students in 1938. However, due
to monetary difficulties in 1939, it too closed. It later
reopened in 1941 and was placed under the direction of the
Alliance.ll This school lasted only until 1945 when all Alliance
schools, as well as all foreign schools, were shut down by the
new, independent government. "Following the liberation... from
French Mandatory rule, they were closed because they were deemed
French schools with Paris headquarters. To meet new requirements
they were ordered to effect basic changes in their curricula.
Arabic was to become the principle language of instruction.
Importance was to be attached to the study of Arab history and
subjects fostering the development of Arab national sentiment;

to use Palestinian textbooks for the study of Hebrew. "As”ﬂéii?q 

all teachers subjected of harboring Zionist ideas were

Even every lecture delivered to a Jewish-gr@ﬂﬁﬁhﬁdJﬁ@ﬂﬁg

13 -k
cleared with the political police. T .
closing foreign schools, a supposedly newdscHeol, Ml -

incorporating the students and previous .

Talmud Torah Ben-Maymon was opened. It i
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school was, however, closed in 1947 when the government allowed

the Alliance to again serve the Syrian Jewish communities.

The justification of closing foreign schools and of
introducing Arab culture, history, and even propaganda is
understandable. However, several other decrees were much less
so. The Ministry of Education restricted the study of Hebrew
and then banned it altogether. While other national minorities
were allowed to teach their languages, Hebrew, the Jewish
language was not. > In 1950 the building of the Alliance
school in Aleppo was seized by the government. However, when
they took over the building in Damascus of the Alliance, it
should be mentioned that classes were held in private houses
and apartments.1

Overall, "it can be seen that the traditional schools in
Damascus were most unstable ceasing to exist in 1941. It was
revived in 1950, when the Ozar Hatorah Society of New York
succeeded in establishing a religious school which in 1959 was
attended by three hundred and forty pupils. On the other.hgggi_ .:;”
the heders in Aleppo fared better.”17 Y a-ilﬁai”z-

Only one established Talmud Torah existed there ig@ﬁ@ﬁﬁg;i%f?,ff
with two hundred and forty five pupils enrelléﬁdﬁhﬁﬁéﬁ%ainﬁ'l.#f_'
However, with a large demand for more religious ed

ormal

previous year a new Talmud Tora

19 wnil
hundred prospective students. Whil

had practically disappeared in Damascus

the older school had &ﬂiﬁﬁn‘
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and the newer, larger school had some six hundred students.2’

While up to 1939 all Jewish schools had taught primarily Jewish
subjects, it was in late 1939 that the first government
curriculum was instituted. Then with the large scale emigration
of the 1940's and the establishment of the State of Israel,
religious education declined. The remaining Talmud Torah was
then transferred to the Ozar Hatorah Society, which then
supported a second school. In 1959, four hundred and twenty
six children were studying in these two schools?1 The numbers
shown for the 1930's and 1940's certainly do not include all
the children of these communities. Many poorer families gave
their children only a meager education - usually basic
religious education. 'Despite the fact that elementary education
is free in the Government schools, these are seldom attended
by the poorer Jewish children, because of distance from Jewish
quarters and because parents or those responsible are anxious

to give the children the essentials of Jewish religion and
22

observances in Jewish community schools.

Likewise

their high academic standards.

wealthier Jews sent their:sonsitorMissio
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in Damascus. At one of these missionary schools a local rabbi

was employed to teach Hebrew,? Jewish students were in

attendance in both cities in Christian schools through the
1940's.

However, as previously mentioned, the greatest influence
in the education of all of Middle Eastern Jewry was the schools
of the Alliance. Its first Syrian school was founded in 1864.
In 1910 there were 1,129 students in their schools in Damascus,
in 1939, 1,073 and in 1962, 458.2° Meanwhile in Aleppo the
first effects of the Alliance were felt in 1869 when they sent
a teacher to the new modern school there. 1Its beginnings were
difficult in that many parents objected to the secular subjects
and the very wealthy were not interested as their children
were already at a Christian school. Finally, just prior to
World War I, conditions began to appear more favorable and two
more Alliance schools were established.

To elaborate on a point already mentioned, in 1945 along w,-f".

with Syrian independence came the closing of all foreign hgggﬁ,'Jrf-i

o

e
However, 1T Nl

schools. For Damascus Jewry the Ben-Maymon Talmud quﬁhﬁﬁﬁﬁhxpn

opened for at least some of the Jewish students.

Aleppo the government opened a special Jewish school,

Until

just happened to have a Muslim principal. .

acquiesced and replaced him with a Jewish pri

boycotted the school. Then in December, 19 g§:

that the Alliance would call their sc

(Jewish Unity) the government gave P
ol mr _.,.,J,'
Alliance &Qh@@lﬁ???tuu rexod W GEREN

L

s
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Once the massive immigration of the late forties began

the Alliance closed down many of its schools, leaving ol

the one in Damascus. From an enrollment of 2,084 in 1939 the

number declined to 458 in 1962 with about 25 teachers.28

Since there has been no emigration since then, the number

hovers about four hundred and seventy five at present. The

actual school building already mentioned as having been taken

over by the government in the early fifties "had been taken over
by the Syrian Government's Palestinian Arab Refugee Institution....

for the education of Arab refugees."29

As of July, 1971, the
World Jewish Congress reported: '"There is a Jewish school in
Aleppo with about two hundred and fifty to two hundred and

eighty pupils and a clinic. In Damascus a Jewish school with

about three hundred and eighty pupils operates. The children

of Qamishli live in Aleppo and attend the Jewish school of

30

Aleppo." In 1968, several American visitors to Damascus .

were shown a Jewish school with a small group of students::
"silent children at their desks; the two teachers, with tears

in their eyes, begged the visitors to go away: 'You cannot

hE
us. You can only do us harm.''

In a recent article, it was noted that Arab

have been placed over all the schools. Thegong_

"The Jews

schools teach first graders that -

ought to be wiped out." The Syrians seem d

Sstatements, as can be seen on ti€

T "

11

while religious education is le
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“THEY DisLIKE PEOPLE LIVING IN PEACE'
The Jews always and everywhere dislike PBOPI.f_:.ﬁ‘_'i_“_:l:ji’_"_:__' 2
and domination over others depend on the existence of ana
contention. (p- 169)
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While we do have various figures on religious and

secondary education, no statistics are available as to Syrian

Jews who enrolled in various forms of higher education. Though
Damascus has a fine university, and at one time many Jewish

professors, few Jews have attended there. Many of those who

completed secondary education entered commerce and the minority
who wished to go to university, at least during the Mandate, did
so in Europe or the United States. As a means to discourage
Jews from higher education, general examinations are given on
Saturdays. The few Jews who are admitted to university are
barred from studying 'sensitive' topics like electronics, as
they might later defect to the enemy, Israel - the Jewish

homeland.s4
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E. OVERVIEW OF SOCIAL CHANGES

While the political, economic, and educational arenas were

declining over the past half century, numerous important social
changes occurred. Here we will confine ourselves to the areas
of misdemeanors and crimes, and to the changes which occurred
in the sphere of religion.

Insofar as there are no offical records dealing with
crimes by individuals of specific religions other methods of
analysis become necessary. As in other areas, with the aid of
local and regional newspapers, as well as reports by travelers
who wrote of what they saw and heard, we seem to be able to
create a composite picture. It appears that Jews were guilty
only of minor offences, until questionable, politically-
instigated charges of the past twenty-five years.

Jewish thieves were involved in petty theft, rather than
full scale burglary. Jews embezzling money was unheard of in '.E;”j
Syria. Generally, Jewish clerks and business people were g

considered totally honest by Muslim merchants. This is of

course accentuated by the fact that graft and 'shady-dealingst e
4 r ..’_-NT.IA.:‘? . :: : 1 L A b

1ife in the Middle East for centuries. f
- AU S 'J.I ‘ol
of drunkenness and disturbing the peace

»
=

have been a way of

In addition, cases

were rare. Murder

family honor.
here an :

the Middle Eastern countries W

murder, he received the death
, s T e
Obliged the:rulex;gﬁs@egamga
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of years.

As Hayyim Cohen pointed out: "The fact that only a few

Jews were criminals may be accounted for by their having
grown up with the fear of God, the head of the family, whose
authority was strong, and fear of prison, since Muslim
prisoners usually maltreated a Jewish prisoner.”1

An offence that seemed unique to Syrian Jewry among
Middle Eastern Jewry was widespread prostitution. It was
centered in Damascus. This rise of a class of dancing girls
and prostitutes was surely a sign of their abject poverty.z
Prostitution must have been a recognizable and problematic
issue in Damascus for some time in that the Chief Rabbi, Shlomo
Alfandari (1826-1930), demanded that women not be allowed to
sit in cafes with men and be restricted from playing musical
instruments. The next Chief Rabbi, Jacob Damon (1910-1923), g
asked for a specific decree from the Chief Rabbi of Istanbul, |
Hayyim Nahum, ordering the prostitutes to leave the Jewish
Quarter. While the decree was obtained, the Governaraﬁﬁ"
Damascus had no plans to implement it. He realized the

complexity of the issue as the prostitutes had much inﬁlﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁfg,{ﬂ"
- e A - -:'{ ol oy r
1, Abraham Elmaleh asked the local

When in Damascus in 191 =

Governor to force the prostitutes from the Jewish |

the reply received was to the effect thatithisiw
From this

Lyt
expelling all of the Jewish women!
early Mandate, Rabbi Damon imposed a rigid

and their families too, as sever

as procurers. The actions
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girl's family from praying in the synagogues, prohibiting their

burial in the Jewish cemetery, circumcision of their sons, and

the sale of kosher meat to them and their families. Due to

such efforts, prostitution quickly if not radically declined

but it seemed just for a very short time. An article in

Ha'aretz, as recent as August 14, 1964 reported that prostitution

still exists among Syrian Jews. In the early 1940'5 an

organization was created to help wayward girls, and it supposedly

aided nine girls in 1941.4

"Special research would be required to reveal the reasons
for prostitution among Jewish women; the poverty, the ignorance
of religious matters and the lack of young Jewish men in
Damascus (as a result of continuous emigration) are not
sufficient to explain it. It seems likely that its proportions

have been inflated because it is so rare among the Jews of the fﬁ?f

Middle East."®

As to the more recently publicized 'criminal actions' since
the creation of the Republic of Syria, these are discussed in

some detail in section A, '"Political Overview" as well as

documented in certain cases in the Appendix. the &

e~

In another area, with modernization and the advent of

widespread secular education, and then the overw

With the French during the Mandate, changes had to b

in the relation of younger people towards r

ection on ¢

already been alluded to in the s
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than Aleppo, as earlier explained Aleppo was more of a

traditionally oriented community. 1In the early twentieth

century there was considerable government propaganda emanating
from Turkey supporting straying from traditional religions and
their structuring. With all this it is fascinating that there
was practically no conversion to Islam, or Christianity,
especially with some Jewish children attending Christian schools
and some Jews in business with Moslems, all as previously
mentioned. As well, it is to be noted there has been no
proselytizing of Jews by the government or local groups.

This thereby allowed for some religious creativity.
"Among the Jews of Aleppo there were many famous Rabbis who
wrote and published religious works, especially before the
First World War. From that time, most of the Aleppo Jews'
writings were published in Palestine. The Damascus Jews, on
the other hand, produced few famous Rabbis writing religious
books, because Damascus had no well-developed Hebrew printing
press to publish such works, and mainly because there were no

6
Yeshivas there worthy of the name."
has been the constant

] "'i I - -‘I'. X

More recently in the realm of religion

harassment involved in the attempt to practice Judaism.
only must licenses be purchased from the government to

services, but time limits are set. With a guard a

imed and their actions are 1:

Present, they are t

Shofar cannot be blown). -T0=gf$$ﬁ-ﬁﬁﬁ’£@xl

condition, see the New York Times arti

in the Appendix. Prayer books may
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past or present, spiritual or concrete. As can also be seen

in a photograph included in the Appendix, the ancient Jewish

cemetery of Damascus has been destroyed with a road running
over part of it to the airport. Also note should be Eiken ot
Rabbi Hamra's telegrams in the Appendix "Rescue" and his pleas
for religious articles,

Meanwhile, "in Qamishli where 57 persons were murdered in
pogroms following the Six-Day War, the Syrian Army has
requisitioned four rooms of the synagogue for its own use as
a warehouse and canteen, and there have been public burnings
of phylacteries, prayer books and other religious articles,
evoking scenes of Nazi bonfires in the 1930s. Qamishli has one
80 year-old man who serves as rabbi, mohel and shohet and when
he is gone, there will be no one to replace him.”7

The most recent contacts with the Syrian Jewish community
through the Committee for the Rescue of Jews in Arab Lands
chaired by Mrs. Judy Feld of Toronto have included direct
communication through the mail with Rabbi Ibrahim Hamra.
Through the Dr. Ronald Feld Foundation for Jews from Arab

Lands, numerous parcels of Jewish books and religious articles 3:5;

have been sent and received by the Jews of Damascus S HORSNES:

no parcels are known to have reached the Aleppan Jewish

headed by Rabbi Yomtov Yadid. (Take note of va

of the above Committee in the Appendix under the he

"Contact" and "Rescue" - it is the only p

communication in the world with Syri:

It must be taken into ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁrﬁﬁ:

o ol At
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of social change that can be extrapolated from this area are

in vain as long as those Jews remaining in Syria continue in

their present, unlivable predicament.
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E. OVERVIEW OF SOCIAL CHANGES - FOOTNOTES
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CHAPTER 1II - AN ANALYSIS OF SYRIA
A. POLITICAL HISTORY - WORLD WAR I TO PRESENT

(This is a general modern politcal history of Syria based

. . u n
numerous historical works all found in the biblgography. Agg
specific historical viewpoint and quotations are footnoted,

while general historical data is not. )

The area today know as Syria was part of the Ottoman Empire
from 1517 to the conclusion of '‘the First World War. The better
part of this region was divided into three vilayets: Aleppo,
Damascus, and Beirut. The cities were controlled directly,
while towns and rural areas had local leaders. This remained
balanced as long as the local leaders paid their taxes and
maintained order.

As Western influence grew in the 19th century, the Ottoman
Empire continued a steady decline. For centuries the Ottoman 'ihu
bureaucrats exploited the wealth of the provinces, without .
doing much of anything to increase the production of wealth.
Consequently, as the wealth of the periphery was sucked to the
center, areas like Syria became progressively impoverished. .

The Ottoman administration was wealth destroying, while the '.-1.‘. ‘L3uh
British and to a much lesser extent the French were Wea’mdl“'_f e
1 ' L1l 'ﬂ"‘f’ b ol

|
¥
I
L

Producing.

Both the French and the British had been acti
gaiﬁst:the'nuagiﬁﬁég

area since the Crimean War a

"France and LebanOn,.aﬁter:ﬁugsia‘sﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%

her economic, cultural, and stz



- 77 -

of Catholicism in the Levant... Hep influence was challenged

by the British who supported ga rival sect, the Druze. Exploitation
of local animosities by the big powers gave rise then, as it

does now, to communal warfare and ethnic conflicts... By 1914,
nearly half the school children attended French institutions

(in Lebanon). The Roman Catholic Church was becoming an

instrument of French foreign policy, compensating for the failure

of French merchants (French East India Company) to open up parts

of the Levant for trade with France.”2

Therefore, France surely had the strongest interests in
Syria due to ties with the Catholics and especially the
Maronites, as well as the ever burgeoning commercial activities.
Then with the dawn of the twentieth century came a regional
cultural revival. This then matured into an Arab awakening - an
Arab nationalist movement. (See '"Ideology' section of this ' j;

Chapter, as well as Antonius' The Arab Awakening) Organizing

into semi-secret associations the nationalists began by demanding
cultural autonomy and more participation by Arabs in the Ottoman

government. However, these moderate concerns becamegmor?' ‘
\,l

adamant demands when they encountered the rigid Young:T;I‘fkf;g. A

and then the fever for independence Trose. Howeve thes?.ﬁéﬁ?;

hundred nationalists carried little weight prior to Wos




- 78 =

Syria was 1O serve another purpose., Tt would be used as a

token of appeasement to the French. The inter-governmental

communications and alliances throughout this period were mnot

only extremely confusing but outright deceptive as the following

illustrates:

"I have received following from my Chief Political Officer
General Clayton; Begins: ;

'I had interview with Feisal yesterday and today. He
raised the question of his policy towards the French.

He informed me that on the advice of Lawrence he had
agreed verbally with Clemenceau to use his efforts with
the people to secure a French mandate for Syria on the
understanding that France recognised Syrian independence.
Feisal stated frankly that he had never any intention of
carrying out the arrangement and that Syria was bitterly
opposed to French penetration in any form whatever. He
said that Great Britain would be welcomed as mandatory
Power but that he was unable to ask for a British mandate
as he could not ascertain whether or not Great Britain
would accept a mandate if offered. He had asked the

Prime Minister the question but had received no direct s
reply. Feisal was obviously nervous as to the result of o
such an underhanded policy towards the French and asked s
for my advice. I told him that in my opinion a policy of 0l

intrigue and deception would only recoil upon himself gnd_ 13
might easily endanger Franco-British relaylons aqduas;g | -l
consequence relations between Great Britain and the the

Arabs. (3) i
An Arab insurrection began in 1916 in Hejaz, however, _ }4 3?‘-

without the Syrian nationalists. With the end of the War in

1918 Syria was conquered by Allied troops, in°1ud;?g,5%g%

commanded by Amir Feisal, son of Sherif Hussein~_l Feisal

entered Damascus in October, 1918, and with Briti

n accord with
over the interior of the country. In ach1:*h}‘:_

: in supported an
Hussein correspondence, Britain SUPPOTEE

region.? However, as Antonius ﬁ?ﬂsuﬁjﬂ

2l

Y T

Pointed out, deceptivaﬂaSSH$§”

The secret Sykes&?i@@@!@g ee
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Russia gave Syria t i
and = y O France as an "area of influence."

The coastal areas were even to be directly administered by the

French.
Overall, the French Mandate in Syria was an insignificant

offset to the British hegemony in the area. The French

ampitions were not to limit the hegemony, but to bedevil the
political conditions under which the hegemony was exercised.
The end result of these games of nations was that "the British
rulers in Baghdad and Jerusalem, and the French in Beirut and
Damascus, had to try and compound with resentful divided and
defeated nationalists who regarded them as conquerers instead
of cooperating with victorious, united and satisfied patriots
who regarded them as liberators.”5
As the French troops and government settled in the coastal
areas in 1918 and early 1919, antagonisms grew between the
nationalists and the French. '"Nevertheless the French
continued to maintain that their greatest source of trouble in
the Near East did not lie in the Arabs but in the anti-French
policy of the British. Although the British Govermment = = = '--’-'.'T ¥
vehemently denied the French allegations, Mr. Balfour himﬁﬁﬁﬁ.i;;iﬂ_ ;
has admitted that "the British officers in Syviﬂihéﬁﬁiﬂiﬁ_ﬂlﬂjﬁ EET';.
always played up to the British Ministers in Baﬁiﬁ@% ;K‘:“L ff,
summed up the French attitude towards England din

When he wrote: "Elle l‘&ngletﬁrﬁﬂaﬁfﬁqﬁh&éﬂﬁ%&@%
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up the same point forcefully.

The French were determined to occupy Syria and they occupied

it. It would not have mattered, even if they had realized it

that Syria, a preponderantly Muslim country, had no sympathy

for them as had Maronite Lebanon. Consequently, one cannot

help asking what good did the American (King-Crane) Commission
achieve and what useful purpose did it serve?"®

In July, 1919, the General Syrian Congress declared Syria
independent. Clashes then began between the French and Arabs.
The following March the Congress made Feisal King of Syria.
Britain and France basically ignored this action. At the San
Remo Conference in April they created the French Mandate for
Syria. After the French forces were able to break the back of
the Arab forces at Maysalun, they entered Damascus on July 23,
1920.7 The League of Nations officially accepted the French “ngi
Mandate in July, 1922.

It is extremely important to take note that the political
institutions erected during this time were not indigemous to-

Syria or the Middle East, They did not sprimg from the social "
“'. "—".' ...-.
By,

forces existing in those societies nor did they express the

SRR i I i) _-". -hjl
Many Arab leaders iﬁﬁtﬁﬂlﬂgwmgﬁ@rg
£ » | -

"

true desires of the peoples.

1
LI
AL

jes o
not discouraged from these experimentation85*dgﬂ -
:uﬁn:

Ve
H&

rench influence wo

limitations imposed on their independence.

believed that British and F

, 8
new institutions took root.

Without doubt, the bulk
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majority of the country was Sunnite-Muslim, the French tried to
weaken them and thereby based their government on the other

ethnic and religious minorities. Obviously the one minority

which could be heavily relied upon was the Christians. Thus

the French created a state of "Greater Lebanon" which was the
majority of the coastal area and heavily populated by Christians.
They added to this area adjacent districts with Muslim majorities.
With the creation of this division, which is today under such
intense pressure, Syria lost its economic viability. The French
continued their divide and rule procedures and created separate
administrative regions, emphasizing minority interests. These
regions linked in a federation were: a) Latakia, made up mainly

of Alawites, Jebel Druze, and Alexandretta, with a large percentage
of Turks; b) Aleppo; and c¢) Damascus. In spite of local '}f
councils, the ultimate authority was in the hands of the French
High Commissioner, usually stationed in Beirut. The Syrians
outrightly rejected the French adminstration and security as

foreign domination. Throughout the 1920's there was violence AR S

against the French. e . ;'“?
The French should have listened to President~ﬁi1§ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ§m.hf??{'

in an address to the Senate on January 22, 1917, he said:

or ought to last, which does
t the principle that go
from the consent of |
e exists to hand pe
gnty as if the

'""No peace can last,
recognize and accep
all their just powers
and that no right anywhe:_t
from sovereignty to soverei

I am proposing that all natien
alliances which woqlg draw
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I am proposing government by the consent of the governed nd

LS

However, the French had deaf ears to such an outlook. Then in
1925, the local distrubances in Jebel Druze spread into a
national uprising. When the rebels reached Damascus, the French
were beyond mild irritation and subsequently shelled the city.
By 1927, there no longer was a Druze or Syrian revolt. (See
Chapter I "Political Overview'" to see the bad effects this had
on the Jews of Syria)

Finally appearing to take into account the Syrian nationalists,
the French agreed to grant the Syrians independence in a similar
fashion to the 1922 British-Iraqi agreement. This would allow
for limited independence insofar as France would retain certain
privileges, including the right to maintain troops in Syria.

Thus in May, 1926, Lebanon became a republic. Being the Syrian
nationalists' demands exceeded French interests there was no
change in the status quo of Syrian-French relations. Finally _]f

in 1928, the French did away with their military regime and had
¥l e
- ‘ 3

called elections for a constituent assembly. In April, a = = :éfhiip
L S o)

national coalition, unified by their desire to expel thﬁ;i&gﬂ&ﬁ@f't?;Aé;T
sl o e '

won the election and their leader, al-Atassi became Presid g

of the Assembly.

The first major order of business the Assembly &

itself to was drafting a constitution which calle

re-unification: ofiallyofsSyria. EEhiS CAUSSE

the Assembly by the French in May, 1980. A

A I

then proclaimed by the Frenmch High



were structured only with French approval.
firmly objected, the general public followed the French impositions.
Once again France introduced the concept of a French-
treaty which would guarantee French interests. When the Chamber
voted down the proposals, the French closed down the Chamber in

1934. With tempers flaring, rioting broke out in the spring

of 1936.

In an attempt to define a political solution, a Syrian

delegation sought out the Socialist government of Leon Blum in

Paris.

signed.

become independent. France was guaranteed special economic,
educational-facility, and military status. With a re-established
government led by the '""National Bloc'" and President al-Atassi,
the Syrian Chamber ratified the treaty. However, the French at
first postponed and then refused ratification.

Two decades of French rule had radically affected Syria's
development. Modern areas were evident in Damascus and Aleppo;
a network of roads had been laid; educational and health systems t* o &
had been updated. French culture, French dress, and even sp éﬁﬁ%ﬁ;ﬁi* y
were all evident throughout the country.
of living increased.
Syrian minorities felt protected, and persecuted
nearby countries found refuge.
throughout the 1920's and 1980's and Assy:

massacres in Iraq. Yet,

the last half-century in Syri
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Though the nationalists

Syrian

In September, 1936 a Franco-Syrian treaty was finally

After an interim period of three years Syria would

" -I.'-.A 'lil
| age

Overall, the stamdard

In addition during the Eréﬁéhn:

Kurds and Arm

6.5 0
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the French mandate... Syria she gained no experience in self-

rule...Nor were there any economic improvements, for both the

French and the Syrians were more interested in politics than
economics. ..they achieved very little in two decades of rule, "0
The economic scene remained unstable due to the lack of an
official political detente with France. The "National Bloc"
with its many factions had no unified plan on how to achieve the
independence they desired.

French-Syrian relations suffered a severe blow when France
under international pressure ceded Alexandretta, a northern city,
to Turkey. The entire area was annexed by Turkey, July, 1939.
Explosive riots then followed and President al-Atassi resigned.
The Chamber was then dissolved by the French and they appointed
a government. With the defeat of France in June, 1940, Syria
came under the control of the Vichy government. The Italians.
and Germans under the guise of a supervising commission began
building military bases and pro-Axis political groups. This
intrusion by the Axis countries caused a British-Free French
invasion of Syria and Lebanon. General Catroux, France's new
Governor ended the Mandate and proclaimed Syria indgpenﬂenﬁalqi'!
However, the French were slow to follow this through. g@ﬁ@&;"f;'

De Gaulle of 1941 was still a stubborn imperialist, n ah

then Winston Churchill to set subject peoples fr

This time Quww

"National Bloc' again won.

President. Slowly, power was trans

administration. Article 116
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was annulled in January, 1944. However, trouble arose over

the French refusal to transfer their special Syrian military
units to the jurisdiction of the Syrian government. France
tried to blackmail Syria by saying if the Syrians forced the
issue, she would then call home her own defensive troops
stationed in Syria.
Meanwhile the international community had begun to take
note of Syria. In 1944, Russia and the United States recognized
Syria, and England followed suit in 1945. As well, the new Arab
League supported Syria. In a show of sovereignty in February,
1945, Syria declared war on the Axis forces and then became in
April one of the founding members of the United Nations. In
that the French still refused to withdraw all troops, anti-French
riots broke out in May and as previously, the French shelled
Damascus. Great Britain then demanded a cease fire, and by the
end of the year the French and British under United Nations®
pressure had agreed on withdrawing their troops from the area.
With the removal of all French troops April 17 was declared .A,T
"Withdrawal Day", and it still remains a national holiday.
It quickly became apparent that Syria had no strong
to guide her from the womb of independence. "Economi

social power were centered in the cities under mel

and priest. Feudal landowners paid little heed t

Syrians who perceived a need for radical ch

accurately, that change would be
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political force, the "National Bloe" disintegrated soon after

its goal had been realized. Traditional leadership as described

in Section B, "Tradition" of this Chapter, was no help. Aleppan

leaders were based in the People's Party, in juxtaposition to

Damascene leaders and their National Party. As elaborated in

Section B, the minorities were loyal first, as in the past, to
their communities, and the tribes and clans to their own leaders.
The elections of 1947 exemplified the divisions with no strong
party. The parliament was composed of numerous clan interests.
This instability prompted consideration of union with neighbors
Iraqg and Jordan. Generally, the Aleppo leaders supported such
union plans, while Damascene leaders and most Syrian governments
opposed them together with Egypt and Saudi Arabia. With a
combination of internal instability and plans calling for and
against unions, Syria became an arena of power conflicts, leading
to even further instability. Iﬁ
The little stability there was, then further undermined by
the defeat of their army in the 1948 Israeli War of Independence. i
Accusations of responsibility were readily hurreled ﬁméngipﬁiifiﬂ@@%_]

W
In a move towards stabilizing ﬁﬁéﬁéﬁﬁii:ﬁ

- —a'—
B '.:P L'-‘I' b
Lo s AR

and military leaders.

y A SR ._.h."..:.tr?
on March 30, 1949, the commander of the military forces,

thereby deposed the President, Parliament,

The United States was partially responsibie =08

of so many coups. By the use of the coup
L EE- :_I--F\J\-‘-;!‘t . Ly
for insuring stability and creating con

o 5 LAl SEERE ﬂﬁ * oC
€lections which would be won, Tt
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cooperative leaders. However this was outside the realm of the

average Syrian at that time. Syrians held the belief that
government was an inconvenience imposed by foreigners to exercise

their penchant for disruption and venality. The United States

totally misread the situation. They were the only major
government which did not give financial support to the candidates
they supported. '"Would-be pro-American candidates defected to
the British, the French, and the Russians, all of whom were
astute enough to circumvent the 'free-election' strictures..."13
Due to these events, the American set up crash courses in Arabic
for young diplomats so that they equaled the British in Arabists
within the decade. Preceding Zayim taking full dictatorial
power, cryptodiplomacy was the international game, but on a

14

local level. The '"almost common' phenomena of the coup is

discussed in depth in Section C, '"Violence'" of this Chapter.

Zayim's plans included the ending of wide-spread corruption,

. - 18
instituting progressive reforms, and encouraging development.™ |

In June, 1949, he was elected President. Certainly, Zayim's one
He

6
set up a secular judicial system based on the Napoleonic code. =

notable achievement was the abolition of religious courts.

learned the modern theory of command - that is, that

Principle function is to maintain conditions 1n W

. '.;."'. =
have no alternative but to accept them..™

Previously helped put Zayim in Power xe

to be collaboration Wif§ﬁ¥§§§S¥g Po
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favored union with Iraq. To lead towards this he restored

parliament, which was led by Aleppo leadership favoring such

a union under his protection. However, opponents of the union

with Iraq incited army units to rebel and in December, 1949
] 3

Hinnawi was deposed by Colonel Shishakli.
Initially, Shishakli left the government intact and ruled
from behind the scenes as head of the army. As the army
gradually intervened in the government, the civilian leadership
balked. With tension in the air due to the miliary intervention,
in December, 1951, Shishakli directed a second coup and created
a dictatorial regime. He established the only legal political
party, the Arab Liberation Movement to support his regime. In
July, 1953, a new constitution was approved giving the President
total power, and of course Shishakli was elected President. This
gave the numerous outlawed parties a flag to rally around -
opposition to Shishakli. In February, 1954, a coup took place
with military help and Shishakli fled. !"The length of his rule
is explained by the fact that Syrian agriculture prospered
during this time and by the fact that he was able to unite the
army behind him at least in the first two years of his f-'mibfij-'r‘-*i L il
(Syrian) goals and aspirations have been greater than ﬁhﬂlm‘r' BN
The resulting disappointr

€conomic and military capabilities.

||18 OT
and frustration has fostered instability. Themgz

s Testored. Still with no clear-cut leading factio

Coalition goVernmenhs.fqlléwade&-;:

be an endless round of successioh: =

S
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replaced Atassi as President.

Within a decade after the founding of an independent Syria
?
leftist groups began to grow into viable positions of strength

Most noticable were the "Arab Socialist Renaissance Party", the

Ba'ath, and the Communists. 1In the inter-Arab realm of the mid~-

1950's, Syria was leaning towards Egypt, and October, 1955, they
signed a defense treaty and a joint military command was created.
In the international arena, a Syrian-Russian relationship was
blooming which has led to tremendous economic aid and weaponry.
The first such economic accord was arranged in February, 1956,
Then the Sinai Campaign and the Suez War brought Syria and

Egypt closer to Russia. During this War, Syria interrupted
major oil pipelines passing through Syria from Iraq and Saudi
Arabia. Obviously, tensions between these countries were
exacerbated. The lines were repaired some five months later,
but Syria's relations with her pro-Western (and especially
Pro-British) neighbors remained quite fragile. Syria and her
leftist leaders feared outside intervention. Internally%pﬁwﬁf
was increasingly centered in the hands of the militarY-?itE" K
Ba'ath or communist sympathies. Though these two parﬁiﬁ?i@?ﬁﬁé -LJE ;“'
collaborated, by late 1957, their relationship had fallen
and appeared to be leading to a confrontation..

leaders feared a communist takeover internally,

Oreat Britain). Taking into account the

e

turneq 4 Egypt and Nasser and féﬁe

iy
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save their country.

The union occurred in February, 1955) with Nasser becoming

president of the United Arab Republic (U.A.R.) and Syria as the

"Syrian Region of the UAR". The centralized government handled

foreign affalrs, security, education, and industry, while the

regional governments dealt with economic and financial affairs.
As Syrian political parties were disbanded, the union became
more complete. Then in October the authority of the central
government was expanded. Due to this centralization process,
there was some small change in the dismal outlook for the

Syrian Jewish community, as discussed in the "Political Overview"
in Chapter I.

As Egypt, the "bigger partner" slowly took over greater
control of the Union, the UAR became more unpopular in Syria.
Though the Ba'ath party had been the instigators of the union,
now they felt put down by their limited representation (Syria
1/3 to Egypt 2/3). While the upper classes feared the UAR
socialist reforms already begun in Egypt, the leftists were
displeased with the slow movement towards meaningful sociﬁliéﬁ

-

reforms in Syria. As well, Syrian military officers felt Lty

Overwhelmed by the Egyptian military. Moves toward full mené% it

a . &
s i NS

)
'

Were made in August, 1961 when the regional government

d
e

abolished and major reforms and moves toward nation

induStrieS were declared. This did not set well

Syrian military, nor many Syrians.

A Syrian officers' junta 1@ﬂfﬁfﬁﬁﬁ§?&5u,

forcing'Syria to drop 6ﬁthﬁ$y$ﬁ

h . IP‘.-*.
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established.

re=

A new Constituent Assembly was elected, but like

carlier parliaments lacked political stability. Nazem al-Kudsi
. o Sl,

a leader of the People's Party (Aleppo-based) was elected

president of the Republic. This regime was more to the right

and did away with many of the UAR reforms. These actions

caused army officers in March, 1962, to carry out a counter

e m—— ¥

coup to create a more leftist government. President al-Kudsi

a Ty

——

remained, though with a more leftist government, but if anything
less stable. Meanwhile, Egypt still fuming over the break-up
of the UAR instigated by Syria, boycotted the Arab League

through part of 1962-63.

The Syrian Ba'ath party received great encouragement from
the Iragqi Ba'ath coup of February, 1963. On March 8, 1963, the
Syrian Ba'ath carried out another coup. Many of this group were

members of Arab minority groups, particularly Druzes and Alawites.

Several months of factional infighting followed. Then General

Amin al-Hafez maintained the leadership by playing off rival

factions. Al-Hafez slowly purged the army and government of

Pro-Nasserites. In retaliation a pro-Nasser group unsuccessfully

attempted a coup in July, 1963. Needless to say, the purging

and then the suppression of the coup did little for Syrian-

were nmt'lll#?olli’i‘Eld ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ éﬁﬁﬁ

relations. Syrian-Egyptian relations

Prior to the Six-Day War.

Another aspect of the Ba'ath pOliGiQSiI@f

Problematic was their call for neutralism
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areness of this issue. However, except for inter-Arab

aw

alliances, Syria's official policy remained one which rejected
alliances which might infringe upon their sovereignty. They
shunned the cold war. "The governments which have succeeded
the 1961 secession (from the UAR) have all held to a foreign

policy of non-alignment, although they have also been more
sympathetic to the East than to the West.'1?

Internally, the Ba'ath government created numerous socialist
programs, including nationalizing banks and factories and
redistributing land to the poor. From February to April, 1964,
merchants and landowners held protest demonstrations, some
leading to riots. All were brutally suppressed. Then in April,
1964, a new temporary constitution was announced, stating that
Syria is a "democratic socialist republic, constituting an

integral part of the Arab nation." Through all this the Ba'ath

leaders were dividing into two camps. The first was based

around the announced party leadership and was more moderate in

implementing socialist policies. They also held out hope for

total Arab unification beginning with alignment with Egypt.

The second group was based among young party leaders, many of

them Alawites and Druzes, who urged swift policies towards b

socialization. They saw Nasser as the enemy . Iﬁ~ﬁﬁﬁ¢73ﬁis,‘

BToups, they had an affinity with tho offiGerss

Contained a large percentage of minoXitY

r army officers W

Many of the younge

Py -
€vVious 1y a career as
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class privilege, but now commerce offereq these men greater

opportunities and the commissioneq ranks began to be filled with

young men from the proletariat and the beasantry. Experiences

e g

with poverty and oppression had convinced them that only massive

change could improve their people's lot. As they moved up the

promotion ladder, their views became the view of the top command

Bankers, merchants....so recently able to rely upon the military

for protection - lost their support.”20

In late 1965, the more moderate group ousted the radicals

from the government and began wide-scale purges. The extremists

retaliated on February 23, 1966, with a full scale military

T ————————— e L L EEL

coup against the "old leadership'. Among those deposed and

i ——

arrested were: Michel Aflaq, founder and ideologist of the
Ba'ath; Salah al-Bitar, co-founder of the party and head of the
government; General Amin al-Hafez, military head of the '"past
government'.

Behind the coup were two powerful figures, an Alawite
General Salah Jadid, supported by the regional Ba'ath leadership,

and another Alawite General, Hafez Assad, Commander of the Air

Force and Minister of Defense. These two guickly became rivals. o
} 1= s
e 3 ! B 1

oderate group in the government _
Insofar as there no longer was a m e -"tﬁl'
n, the Ba'ath

: ¥ I
and thereby a smaller public base to rely upo “;:1-.

invited the Communists into the government Torhshiche 2t

In Syria's history. Throughout 1966, the gove

Placing its local supporters in all®

Central and local governmﬂﬁtsmﬂimﬁﬁﬁm§?4*
=irs |
.‘-":-' Al ‘i-'
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major unions and public associations. The move toward
S

nationalization was begun. By the following year the Ba'ath

proclaimed that one-third of a131 cultivated land had peen

redistributed.

"Three elements have characterigzed Syria's international

relations since World War II: her anti-Western inclination:

sz

her desire to achieve an Arab political unity; and her partnership

with the Soviet Union - a partnership that has become a discomfort

e Sy T "

to the United States and her allies in Europe and the Middle

East. It is important to remember that Syria did not become

LI g 3 e C—

pro-Soviet until she was unable to resolve her differences with
the West. And she did not become very closely identified with
the Communist bloc until she began to feel frustrated and
disappointed with the failure of her Arab unity policy."21
This new regime of the mid-sixties strengthened its ties
with Russia and even tried to improve its relations with Egypt.
It took an extreme hard line towards Israel which forced the
Syrian-Israeli border to become dramatically tense. The

military situation then compelled Syria to rely even more upon

Soviet technicians and weaponry. ALl this then led to THORENEEN

Six-Day War and the Israeli takeover of the Golan Heights. With AR

Israeli troops merely thirty-eight miles from Damgsguﬁ@[-"g,

4greed to a United Nations ceasefire, though she oppose

POlitical settlementy  Inslineswithsthicuat iust

Tejected the November, 1967J"Seﬂuri$¥“aauﬁgﬁm
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full support o the fedayim ovganiaationsnnoui NN

guerilla factions. This stand was proven in 1968 by the Ba'ath's

creation of Al'Saiqa. However, the guerillas were not free to

set up an independent establishment within Syria, but rather
were kept under strict supervision by the Syrian government.
The Six-Day War had done nothing to unify the government
leadership. Until October, 1968, the dominant group was led
by Jadid. However, his faction was isolated internally and in
the Arab world. Then in October a more nationalistic group

forced itself into the dominant role. Its goals were to reduce

Syria's reliance upon the USSR, improve relations with the Arab
world, and the renewal of the fight against Israel. The leader
of this faction was General Assad, Minister of Defense.

By arresting many of the Communists in 1969, and by a May-
government shake up, Assad strengthened his hand. Due to Syria's
continued reliance on Soviet military and financial aid, as
well as pressure from Egypt, the Assad regime was forced to =
continue to accept the leftist faction in an uncomfortable,
Throughout 1969 and 1970 Syria contimually

Competitive rivalry. :
nments

Supported the fedayim groups against the established gover

of Lebanon and Jordan. Syria threatened to intervene several

times and then in September, 1970, began a military eng
With the fedayim into Jordan. Embarrassingly'th§¥ﬁwﬁﬁf

: - rf;?tﬁ
General Assad took complete power in Novem

remOVed the opposition f&ctidn'fram'ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬂ

°f them arrested. A "People's Counci
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In a plebiscite as the only candidate he received 99.2% of the
vote. The following month the ney President stepped down from

the Premiership and appointed a loyal follower to the post

This new regime quickly attempted to rectify Syria's poor

standing with her Arab neighbors and the rest of the Arab world.

1t appeared as though Assad was willing to modify, as least

e T T

slightly, the previous regimes ultra-extremism and even g0 SO
far as to align itself with Egypt, Libya, and Sudan as the
Federation of Arab Republics. Syria even attempted to moderate

the Jordanian fedayim fighting, though she was unsuccessful in

B

these endeavors. More successful was the revival of the Eastern

Command against Israel, which fought more effectively then ever
before in the 1973 Yom Kippur War. The Syrian economy suffered
heavily during that war and this did little to instill calm
towards the Jewish minority.

Russia was forced to accept Assad and his fait accompli
though she had backed his political opponents. The Syrians' new

pPolicy of openness led to the restoration of relations with many

countries including Britain in 1973. This then allowed for

economic agreements with numerous European countries. He__Wh_' i .

improved relations with the United States have proceeded at ﬁ& '.

relatively slow pace. Though queries have been passed by
United States government comcerning the plight of the

ered with D

Syria, the inquiries have been answ

(See Newsweek article and U.S. Attorneys
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B. TRADITION - ISLAM AND LEADERSHIP

Politics are often intertwined with religion. and this has

peen undoubtedly true throughout the Middle East. It is no

exaggeration to say that one cannot fully comprehend the complex

political configurations without giving attention to the religious
characteristics. However, while Islam pervades the geographical
area, Muslims greatly differ in culture and orthodoxy. Especially
in Syria can numerous religious varieties be found. For instance
the Druze are a mystical, heretical sect of Islam. In northern
Syria live the Alawites who are a mixture of Christianity, Islam,
and pagan beliefs. As well as the small Jewish community, there
are various Christian groups: Maronites, Greek Orthodox,
Assyrian Christians, and Armenian Christians. (See chart of
minorites in Section E, '"Minorities" of this Chapter) However,
whether in Syria or any other Middle Eastern country, exclusive
of Israel, the majority of each country's population is Muslim.

Overall there are some five hundred million adherents to Islam

throughout the world. ot
Literally, Islam means the surrender of man to God | A;l?J

ek i .6 Muhammed

This primordial and ultimate religion Wwas revealed to.Hﬁhaﬂmwd
beginning in 610. One only needs to submit to a

of faith to become a Muslim. One repeats the '§E§§ad§_

Theology as such is basically non-existenti f%

°f Islam guaranteed the perfectiﬁﬂxﬂflﬁﬂﬁ”“-l
£ individual

¥
anls &4

through it justified a sense ©
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Superiority that is conveyed by Possession of the i

measure of truth...”2

The message for Muslims in terps of revelation is embodied

in the Quran. All truth is derived from its words, though

history has seen various Caliphates use different interpretations
of the Quran. Among the truths is the prescription for regulating

the political and social affairs of mankind. Therefore, Islam

makes no distinction between the state and the realm of believers.

Until most recent times, there was no concept of a secular ruler

in the Islamic world. "Democracy...met the oppostion of religious

and conservative elements who viewed it as incompatible with
traditional patterns of authority. It failed to win the support
of the lay public which forms the backbone of any democratic

society, since the very class that identifies its interests with

those of democracy was 1acking.”3

Other than the professing of one's faith, there is little
that a Muslim is obligated to do. He should make a contribution

to the poor; he should make at least one pilgrimage to Mecca;

he should pray five times daily; and during the month of Ramadan

he should fast during the daytime. However, there. isizeallyiso

distinction between religious and secular acts and @blig@ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁu

iy e el
Overall, Muslims can be categorized into two maLUSEREES

the majority Sunnites (as in Syria), and the ShiidEesy

found in Iraq, Iran, Pakigtan, indiavNendNCuE NN,

As it is the purpose of this thesis ﬁ:
Jewish community, it is necessary t@“hﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁfu
j A PO oy (L
¢ pniny among whom they 1ive Edu&@ﬁﬁ
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siths Though we fully recognize these Muslims who reside in

gyria as ""considerably different" than the small Jewish

communities, we still need to attempt to understand an integral

part of their lives - religion.
Since the abolition of the caliphate in Turkey in 1924
there has been no central symbolic leadership to a Muslim. His

obligations are to God and not to any church or to any individual !

who claims to speak for God. With little formal authority l i?ﬁ

remaining in this period of modernization, most Muslims are
today willing to surrender to the pressures of the times, yet

they remain vulnerable to religious nostalgia and rhetoric.

Due to this, political and social change must still accomodate

itself to the lingering religious consciousness of the populous

and to the vested interests of the small, but vocal cleric class.
Yet because Islam is so entwined with everyday life, any

kind of social reform produces religious reform as well. In

reaction to any type of social-religious reforms an Islamic

Puritanical movement was created. In 1927, an Egyptian school

teacher founded the Muslim Brotherhood. Though it was centered

in Egypt and later banned there (1954), it spread throughout.

. !."”._. T . i
the Arab world. They attempted to force governments to mend

their ways", and eventually their secret m
Violence, including assassination.

"Ovements are essentially facist movements.
‘enlar

% mobilizing passion and violence to

“harismatic leader and the solidarity Of EES.
View material progress primarily 8s &
% A S
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strength for political expansion, and entizely deny individual
a
and social freedom. They champiop the values ang emotions of

a heroic past, but repress all free critical analysis of either

I!4
past or present problems. Such groups cannot hold back the

tlood-gates of modernization. For thelpeoplellois; TR T

the Arab awakening to nationalism after World War I, there
existed even deeper dissatisfaction with their existing
political, social and economic system, and the French and their
compatriots symbolized all of this. Unfortunately, with these

ever burgeoning frustrations, anyone associated with the symbol

as the Jews were to the French, also became the target for the
outgrowths of frustration. Yet, much of what the Syrian people
desired was merely an Arab version of what the French intruders
had. Therefore, they were not really interested in reinforcing
traditional Islam, just the message of Islam - a world of
compassion, equality, and unity. What they sought was a
nationalistic, industrialized entity which would in effect
revolutionize their society. This would in turn cause religious
Patterns to change to the extent that religion has become a

Vehicle which the state has used for its own interests when it

SO desires.

While religion has been one underlying aspect56£-$ 

In Syria, another of equal dif not greater inbOEEEEEE

the traditional patrimonial leadership. The:

Is at the pase of all traditional societies &

‘onfineq to household groups: The .

M family. The leader or househol
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staff and no machinery to enforce hig will...The members of
(o)

the household stand in an entirely personal relation to him
They obey him and he commands them in the belief that his

right and their duty are part of an inviolable order that has

the sanctity of immoral tradition. Originally the efficacy

of this belief depended on the fear of magical evils that would

befall the innovator and the community that condoned a breach
05 : -

of custom. This system in an expanded form is the patrimonial

system. Bendix defines this society as "an extension of the |

e I L e e N 8 T e

SR

ruler's household in which the relation between the ruler and

his officials remains on the basis of paternal authority and

filiial dependence.”6 This patrimonial system continues to exist
on the local and regional levels in Syria and has contributed

to the instability of the central Syrian government through

the present Assad regime. Due to the old elite excluding new
aspirants, they engendered a counter-elite within its own social

class. This has been indirectly discussed in the previous

Section, '"Political History".

Another aspect of this continued instability was that the

native elite did not exercise sustained authoritative power

Prior to 1946. '"During the Mandate, uneasy coopernatLonsbARASEINEEN

Dationalist leaders and the French was regularly punctuatec b

%Pen rebellion, pagsive resistancesuboyeOBESNCRNES

\ - :} 2 .._..."‘
fartial law, constitutional suSPGHSien,:&EdJB@EQI

®lvilians on the French side. Unable to 1o0Sen

the elijte stood by impatent%MﬂWhil@vﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁg

®0hexed to Lebanon, autonomous areas ¥
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e established, and Alexandretts was ceded to Turkey

wer

yeanwhile, the French Parliament refused to ratify the 1936
treatly which granted self-rule within the context of an alliance.
only after the British wartime occupation could independence

pe asserted. Syria, then, had no effective native leadership

on the international level until 1946....The Mandate strengthened
their (the wealthys') power. Since the French relied upon the
collaboration of the wealthy upper class, that is on landowners,
(they) could make no fundamental reforms in the land system....
The wealth of the landlord-merchant elite was thus increased

by Mandatory policy, while their aspirations for power were
constantly thwarted. The French played the classic game of

devisiveness. Every internal minority - linguistic, ethnie,

regional, religious, or nomadic - was encouraged to develop

- 7
its own case."

The continual rivalry between Aleppo and Damascus-cl&ng;

the failure of coalitions in the parliamentary system, the

Playing-off of groups by various Presidents over the past
thirty years of independent Syria can all be traced back to what

can be termed "institutionalized-

is not unique to Syria. Unity has bee

hlstory, Assad and those who preceded and were mOC

their own leadership positions. Unfortunately

Predecessors had not peen able to

patrimonial—rivalry.“i:ﬁﬁﬁgg.mjr
n and continues to be one

¥
L
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i into balances" i
tensions 1 S and the capacity to hold society

together 'through conflict no less thap through collaboration."®

In addition the Mandate and pPost-Mandate government leaders

had "accepted democratic institutions without attempting to

adapt them to existing conditions. The people were neither

able nor seriously permitted to participate in the political

processes, while intense rivalries divided leaders who were
vying for power. Democracy failed to command either the
respect or the allegiance of the common people in the way that

God's law and the Islamic system had done in the past."g

Certainly what has more recently made Assad an effective

e e

leader and allowed him to maintain his position has been the
military. This is analagous to any patrimonial leadership
situation for the military must be at the disposal of the leader.
So for Syrian and moreover Middle Eastern political leaders,
military force has been a major factor in rising to and maintaining

position and power. "The struggles for succession were mostly

settled by civil war and by coup d'etat, with the outcome

generally as closely related to the structure of the military

. w10  Certatnly
command as to the prevailing political environment. 'Certﬁinlyj.

the present Assad regime,

the late 40's and early 50's- g
Telation between military upheaval and the turnover ¢

leaders, The proliferation.of military coups

Mark Middles Eastern politics represents Ui
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within the military. The challenge to leadership has come not
(0]

so much from the society at large as from within the military
itself. When leadership rests so heavily upon the military
itself, then it must be prepared to fall whenever that need

either breaks or flies out of control.”11 While patrimonial

leaders and Islam very slowly loosen their grasp on modern
syria, the reed has been broken numerous times by the military
as Syria struggles with birth pangs and growth,

One other area of tradition has been the Arab language
itself - Arabic. The Arabs had "lost their geographical sense,
their racial and political and historical memories; but they
cling more tightly to their language, and erected it almost

into a fatherland.”12 "It was the Arabic language, rich in

literature and legend, which provided the source for historical

memories and a sense of pride, invoked to fire the imagination

of young men who took the lead in arousing their people to

achieve national goals.”l3 The general rule is that anyone who

identified with the Arab cultural heritage and claimgd Arabic

as a native language was and is regarded as an Arab. However,

the reality is that this excludes totally Arabic-speaking Jews

and to some extent other Arabic-speaking minorities.
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C. VIOLENCE

Throughout Chapter I various types of discrimination and

violence have been mentioned. Violence is a term frequently

associated with the lifestyle of the Middle East. While student

riots and demonstrations have been a part of Middle Eastern

lifestyle for sometime, individual criminal violence is considerably

lower in cities of this area than in European or American cities.
However, group demonstrations and violence grew and became well
publicized in the attempt by Middle Eastern countries to loosen
and then throw off the shackles of colonial France and Great
Britain. Such specific acts are described in the '"Political
History'" section of this Chapter, and their effects on the loecal
Jews in Chapter I's "Political Overview'".

"Political challenge in Syria come not from the deprived

e

masses, but from the alliance between young army officers and

the radical intelligentsia of the 'new middle class’. The

interviews with young bureaucrats, lawyers, teachers, and

students documented their disaffection and their groping for

ol g

dangerous solutions. Claiming elite status by virtue of their

education and modernity, but feeling cheated by the immobile

traditional 'system', these men merge their personal :

i -mine st
With national grievances in ways that undermine

. { 3 1 : .: --ﬁ-—.
¥ithout producing durable changes: The existing ©

: *B€Tavated by the governing elité'stshgrtﬁ
Strategy: pronouncements are made that
°annot he met. The resulting

'produced no less than siX
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mobilization of intellectuals in the Communist movement, which
up to mow has not shown its strength openly, augurs a stormy
future.“l

Beyond the realm of demonstrations and mob violence, is the
even more uncontrolled realm of terrorism which has become
popular in the contemporary Middle East. Syria is integrally
involved with terrorism in that Syria is the one country which
has continually given sanctuary to the fedayim, Palestinian
terrorist organizations. As was evidenced by the terrorist
campaign mounted against Jordan from Syrian territory, terrorist
campaigns cannot be easily dealt with even by modern, well-trained
armies. Today, many associated with these organizations live
in the Jewish ghettos of Damascus and Aleppo. The government
has made a concerted effort to relocate Palestinians in these
Jewish areas. To understand the fear the terrorists instill

among the Jewish inhabitants, see the Appendix articles by

Edward Koch and Sheldon Kirschner. Unfortunately, terrorism

can instill a psychology of despair.

Another area of violence which sheds light to further

e Syrian Jews is the role of the police s
highly trained.

understand the plight of th

and the military. The police of Syria are not

As elsewhere in the Middle East they do not act on their S rjffﬂ;ﬁy

Official business. They are relatively-weak?&ndﬁﬁ@ |

€quipped. Basically they are puppets to be mani

i : i f+fice; =
Political officials and thEir-ﬂffiéﬁf e

o are policemen in >
i 27

in®
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corruption certainly can be found as evidenced by the stori
ories

of Simon Khabas in the Appendixilss well as the articles b
y

Koch and Kirschner. 1In a positive vein, as noted in the

wpolitical Overview'", there have also been periods of time

when the police protected the Jewish bopulation from the Syrian
people at large. However, the real power and thereby eventually
the real threat to the minorities is the army.

Certainly the primary function of the armed forces is
external defense. Yet, despite Syrian rhetoric about defense
and the need for a strong armed forces for fending off Israel,
the army serves several other functions. It is the one body
which can effectively maintain internal control and stability.
As well it serves as a symbol of independence, despite the
dependence on Russian weapons and supplies. The Syrian armed
forces have also heavily contributed to the modernization of
their country particularly through the educated officers' corp.

The stress upon the military and ruling by power has a
great deal of support outside the military. "A school teacher,
ate, described Syria's

As head

twenty-six years old and an A.U.B. gradu

. T
main problem as 'a government that 1S not permanent’.

. . Jaws and .
°f the government: "First I would only make strict lg%§ ﬁ S

et

reduce the number of parties, remew the laws and .

be a dictator." A Homs lawyer, who fayvored Sce

that 'the whole system of government'-WaS W?

The only way I can do somethin

A large enlightened minority ™
Situation by force...l Wi
break down unemployment P
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The sense that a strong man is needed has diffused through

other sects and classes. A retireq army sergeant, an uneducated

fellow of sixty, said that as head of government :

I would blow up all the government and have
would respect the people and fear God.

do that?) I would act as a dictator and
to work for their good. T am not educated and so don't

know what is good and what is not. Yet I respect laws and
expect the government to respect me. ..

a new one that
(How would you
educate the people

The longing for stability underlies the desire for
dictatorship among the young effendis. Middle Easterners many

centuries ago decided that tyrannical government is preferable

to no government. ...There is strong historical tradition for

the preference of despotism over instability."2
Going beyond the official rhetoric of large sums needed

for military defense, one can easily see that much more money

is allocated than is necessary for successful defense. It appears

as though financing the military establishment is a payoff for

support of the government and for performing other duties for

the regime in power. It is of course easily recognized that

the well-supplied even gaudy modern army gives the govexniSnEL teks

conspicuous military consumption
-1 P Ao,

s extremely important to Third World political systems. frji_ﬂ

additional status. Generally,

they r¢
Popular support of the military is evident as they I

,"a twenty-st
the only pillar of stability. A teacher, ''a GWenty=S

Damascene, declared himself to be frustrated BY

He was unhappy 'be

°Pbortunities in Syria.

t0 get a better education but BAYERRSE beqaa

Syrig g main problem, che.sald latom e
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. i or dien’ i
either live If he were President, he would carry out

a 'complete rearmament of our army on g very large scale
- even
if we have to buy the arms from the devil since America is not
: 03
selling."

Though the military held tremendous behind-the-scene power

it was only after the Yom Kippur War that the Syrian Armed Forces
really lent any esteem to the Syrian government. "Until 1973,
the Syrian army was of little military consequence against the
Israeli army. Its record in the October War, however, was
substantially different. Its soldiers fought not only bravely
but with remarkable skill and coordination. Over the years the
Syrian army has spawned many coups; its officer ranks are
severely divided along communal and family lines. The Syrian

army reflects the permanent instability of the Syrian political

system. nd

Certainly the following generalities of J.A. Bill find

Support in the military scene:

' i t rather
Middle Eastern armies are seldom homogeneous, bu B
are often continually rent by internal cleavage an%fqufllct.
This has been particularly true of the Syrian and Iraql
armies. Military regimes can S€/ : he 3
of their armies for extended periods o? time;éighezgi i¢
class in modernizing armies tends ?o-dlsg ay L ieven
characteristics from those of_tradltlona- amm..ﬁl ?ﬁﬁ?
more marked are the charac e

officer corps that are prone to cogpsiddigf
officers are likely to be Young’dolisua'.ll-y-"-‘-e
often with experience abroad, am ally

nationalistic.(5)
The fuct Enatithe Syrian govern@'_n.t .-m?-.l"s:';t
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years this potential for tension has been realized to tremendous

proportions with a coup d'etat as the result. By now the coup
has become 2 well-established part of the Middle Eastern
political systems; though nowhere more predominant than in Syria.
(See charts at end of this section which list the coups and
assassinations) Though the coups have not always been violent,
the threat of violence always exists. Few lives are usually |
lost in the coup itself. However in the aftermath, recriminatory

trials may eliminate numerous people, directly or indirectly

associated with the previous regime.

Usually the coup is carried out by military officers of
field-grade rank. Generally they have been radically oriented
and their rational for the overthrow is in the name of
modernization and innovation. Unfortunately, as was the case
in the late 1940's and early 1950's in Syria, such overthrows
usually produce weak governments. The intial task of the new
regime is therefore to consolidate their power and this usually
leads to neglect of the goals which had been a primary reason

for the coup. This then instigates subsequent coups. In

addition, when a regime has been unable to command loyalty or

. ¥ ".".." - > II:‘ =iy
to legitimate its existence; it has mot DOSHABECHES sepionsty S
This chain is broken, as Wwi
the leader or leaders are able to O are

Political conditions and legitimate thelr of
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this is all possible because of the peoplels loneldcnicit il
stability. "Middle Easterners many centuries ago decided that
tyrannical government is preferable to no government. They
followed caliphs, even those lacking the spiritual qualities
required for a defender of the law, so long as they were strong."6
It should be taken into account that though there have
peen numerous coups in Syria, they have never been popular forms
of violence. The coup has always been restricted to a few,
often of the military, and has an essentially military nature.
It has then brought to the political forefront a class of
people who arenot truly representative of the majority of the

masses of Syria's inhabitants.

They tend to be imbued with notions of honor and prestige,
and seem to be more apt to venture into foreign embroilments

and adventures.

They are generally narrowly educated. This is, of course,
not true in contrast with the great masses of people in
the Middle East, nor is it strictly true with regpect to
technology. But a major who is quite competegt in
supervising the repair of a tank may botch things up as
the newly appointed minister of finance, and indeed he
often does.

They emphasize discipline and o?der above all_th;ggsrhuﬁ‘
Althougﬁ they themselves were dlsloygl to their m;éé;%gg ik
oaths in overthrowing a previous regime, thef_ﬂ0¥}§i§%%- el
unquestioned obedience (and sometimes egthuglas$ﬁ ol 2 0
the population along any path of modernization they with 358

choose to follow. he EHREl o

force to !
They are willing to use€ repressive il
domestically, and militaPysforee o achievai e
international affairs.
One coup, because it fracturgsuggﬁigyé
encourages future coups, alﬁigdlé |
immediately....Sometimes & & 0.

along so many sectari§ﬂ_$nd‘
almost no way to eliminarr= =
illustrates this better
seems to be in a stateé
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In discussing various forms of violence in the Middle E
- e East,
ofie must take into account that gan extreme act of violence

stems from political turbulence - assassination. It has

pervaded the entire political spectrum of the Middle East.
From the Syrian governments alone Husni al-Zayim (1949),
Adnan al-Makli (1955), and Adib al-Shishakli (in Brazil, 1964)
have been assassinated, along with numerous other attempts on
the heads of government. (See charts at conclusion of this
section)

The entire period under discussion in this thesis, the
past fifty years, has beeen a transitional one for Syria. As
such it has been characterized by French intrusion and exploitation,
the frenzied growth of nationalism, the expansion and confrontation
of ideology, and most apparent, continual struggle for power.
A1l of this has allowed for an atmosphere where assassination
could be nurtured. '"An assassination can have a high impact
when (1) the system is highly centralized, (2) the political

t 19ty !
support of the victim is highly personal, (3) the replaceability

of the victim is low, (4) the system is in crisis, and/or in a

Period of rapid political and social changes, and (5) of the

' not apply to Syria, |
Other powers, n® While #1 does

four do to varying degrees. While as has been menti
3ssassinations have been numerous in the Middle &La:

Past-half century, there is 1ittle evidence 170 S52

been effective for those who support the

"The Middle East has its medicul ot
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r trivial provocations.

ove

Middle Eastern studentsg have been

politically volatile and active for much longer than their

yestern counterparts. Middle Eastern governments have been

more repressive against potentially violent movements than have
Western governments. The Arab armies have been politically
involved quite often. Most Middle Eastern countries have
undergone coups; a few, major and prolonged revolution.
Assassinations of public figures have occurred not infrequently. ...
The most obviously important systemic factor of political
violence in the Middle East is the phenonmenon of military
intervention, resulting in the coup d‘e*ta.t."9
Insofar as the entire Middle East has been in a state of

ferment, the political processes of the area have obviously

not matured.
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Over the past quarter - century, revolution and military takeover
have been the most prevalent means of reaching power through-
out the Arab world. This is reflected in the fact that only one of
the eighteen Arab States—Lebanon—can be considered a demo-
cracy. Virtually all the others have one- party systems usually
dominated by the army.

Since 1948, there have been thirty successful revolutions
in the Arab countries and at least forty-four unsuccessful ones.
The number of failures is more difficult to determine, since
unsuccessful coups d'état often go unreported.

With rare exceptions, revolutions have been carried out by army
officers, and the turnover has been rapid. Other than Egypt's
President Nasser, none of the revolutionary leaders has re-
mained in power for more than six years; most of them have
managed to retain control for only a short time. One, lrag’s
Colonel Naef. was ousted after only thirteen days in power.
Successful, and known unsuccessful, revolutions have been:

-—

MOROCCO

A H

l( Successful

A g

H Abortive revolution

B

l

TUNISIA

LIBYA

revolution
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Colonel Husni Zaim and the army High Com-
mand overthrow the Government and arrest Pre-
sident Quwatli and others.

Colonel Sami Hinnawi and a group of officers
stage a successful coup, accompanied by wide-
spread arrests. They execute the Président and
Prime Minister.

A bloodless military takeover is engineered by
Colonel Adib Shishakli, who becomes the ruler
of Syria.

31 March 1962:

Failure of a coup attempted by Colonel Jasim
Alwan and a group of middle-level officers in

Aleppo.

8 March 1963:

A successful military coup by army officers and
the Ba'ath Party.

An abortive, lordanian-inspired military coup
leads to the arrest of many officers and civilians.

Colonel Shishakli openly seizes power and de-
clares a military dictatorship, arresting a large
number of “People’s Party” supporters.

18 July 1963:

A second unsuccessful coup led by Colonel Ja-
sim Alwan and his followers, aimed at over-
throwing the Ba'athist regime.

Reports of a plot in Aleppo headed by Brigadier
Jamil Burhani caused the arrest of many army
officers and the Chief of Police, and their sub-
sequent purge.

23 February 1966:

The moderate Ba'athist faction is overthrown in
a military coup led by Colonel Salah Jedid and
other extremist pro-Ba'athist officers.

A revolt against the military dictatorship by a

cabal of Syrian officers, including Faisal Attasi,

Amin Abu Assaf and Mustafa Hamdun, forces

the resignation of Colonel Shishakli, who has to
yria.

8 September 1966:

An abortive coup led by Colonel Salim Hatoum,
aided by Colonel Talal Asali and Fahed Shaer.
Hatoum fled to Jordan, returned to Syria on the
eve of the Six-Day War, apparently believing
that he had been pardoned, and was arrested
and executed.

February 1970:

After a “white revolution” General Hafez Assad
gained power.

'{o't- to overthrow the regime causes
- and show trials. Afif Bizri
gain control of the Govern-

13 November 1970:

Assad ousts Salah Jedid and his supporters and
assumes full control of the Government.

(10)
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as a Political Weapon

Assassination is an accepted means of political expression in
most Arab countries. Since 1948, eighteen Heads of State and
Prime Ministers have been murdered. There have been numerous
unsuccessful attempts on the lives of Arab political leaders.
Many other public figures, political leaders and army officers,
have been eliminated. Altogether there have been more than
eighty recorded political murders in the past twenty-five years.

I TE L TR LY.
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14 August 1949:

31 July 1950:

29 October 1950:

22 April 1955:

27 September 1964:

11 June 1966:

4 June 1970:

4 March 1972:

10 July 1973:

(11)

President Husni Zaim and former Prime Minister
Mushin Barazi executed.

The Commander of the air force, Colonel Mu-
hammed Hassan Nasser, murdered.

General Sami Hinawi, former ruler of Syria, mur-
dered in Beirut.

Colonel Adnan el-Maliki, Syria's Deputy Chief
of Staff, murdered.

Former President Adib Shishakli murdered in
exile in Brazil.

Tama Oudah-Allah, a former Minister, murdered
in exile in Cairo.

Political leader Mustafa Samana murdered in
Aleppo.

Former Minister of Defence Muhammed Umran
murdered in exile in Tripoli, Lebanon.

President Hafez el-Assad wounded in an attack
by a would-be assassin.
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D. 1IDEOLOGY

Ideology is a pattern of beliefs and concepts that

rationalizes actions. It has always been important to politics

This is even more true today in Syria with the ability to impart
large amounts of propaganda or ideology to the bulk of the
populace via the mass media. Disseminating this becomes one

of the primary forces for legitimation, and thereby one of the
primary functions of the government. 1In one sense, '""the role

of Syria seems to be to produce, not leaders, but ideas.“l

Despite Syria having one of the most radical governments
in the Middle East, some of its ideological overtones are
religious. They are "better'" because they are Moslems is a
constant undertone. Another is that Islam offers one of the
best ways towards modernization and all that men can aspire to
can be found in Islam.2 As mentioned under the topic of
"Tradition" in this chapter, though Islam is not as strong as

it once was, it still plays an integral part in the lives of

most Syrians. Certainly this is true among the poorer people,

: iosity among the
as well as a more covert and subconscious religiosity a Gemi A 4N
political gralll_d%ul‘a

I . ] ]
: : after its reality
Which circumstances allowed to continue Long redgu s I

had ceased, was shattered during the 19th ce .y’fn.

Dewer middle class. 'The illusion of Muslim

Bationalism, the dominant note of the

There can be no questioq_f%&t-F

..u." ' L'.'-I |
Bast g thoroughly nationalistic. =
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collective resentment and the sharing of discontent. Ther
: e are

few people in the Middle East who cannot concoct some sort of
justification for being resentful against others usually
3

foreigners for the malaise of the times, for the chronic

underdevelopment of the area, and for their legacy of political

and social problems. Nationalistic energy is itself a pseudo-
resolution of the problems facing a people, but diverting Il
responsibility to others makes the unsolved difficulties more
palatable. It is manifestly easier to share discontent when
people share other things in common, a living space or a language,
for example. One might, without doing too much harm to
Ibn Khaldun's original concept, refer to nationalism on the
village and tribal dimension as 'asabiyya', that sense of
togetherness of family and clan and the propinquity that
solidified a people against its external environment."
Nationalism is then the first stage in creating an ideology

which is often based on rejection of the nonindigenous values.

We saw how this affected the Jews in Chapter I. Prior to the

they were discriminated against not

Mainly because they were Jews which would be termed anti-Semitism,

ted with the Fremeh.
Much rhetoric has been poured out condemning the foreigh g .

1 ) - - - = + 51?5‘_
10fluence and interferonce over GheNRaSTITIEEEEE @#, -

ately following the

establishment of Israel,

but rather because they had been associa

particularly during and immedi

Other organizations &n
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yo pursue only those ideologiesiyhich anehconpyiin & with th
e

official ideology. This is reflected in Assad's takeover i
n

" itical History" i
the "Politi ¥y~ section. Newspapers are often mimics

of official government lines, and most applauded their own
nationalization. What the Syrian government does not own, it
3

controls tightly.

Yet, '"in spite of many contradictory changes, there is a
veneer of plausibility to official ideology. In some respects
it is addressed to an audience that never exists: a collection
of perfectly loyal and passive automatons. But rarely do the
existing audiences talk back. What they accept or give lip
service to, is a rationale for the status quo in both domestic
and foreign political programs. Superficially it often makes
sense. It partakes of the following notions: (1) A true way,
perhaps Jordanian or Turkish or Egyptian, exists. (2) Those who
have ruled in the past and those who interfere from without
have suverted the true way. (3) Those who now rule or who are

about to rule represent a return to the true way and will

interpret its provisions in modern times... .Ideology tends to

be imbued with vagueness and ambiguity; a.fter all, 1t must . L]

i Eastern
appeal to large numbers of divergent peoples. Middle Eas

. axod dnESue
ldeology is no exception to this. Goals are phrased in SU

terms as the 'petter life'. 'justice for all', 'ge

0d the 'Islamic spirit'.

The ideology which has pecome most predoml
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porities of Syria. First it was directed against the French
renc

mi

sho truly were a force in opposition to an independent
E

onalistic Syrian state.

. As i i
i pPreviously discussed, the Jews

were caught in the crossfire in the early days of virulent
nationalism when the French associated them with the locals and

the Arabs saw them as extensions of the French. More recently

the newer brand of Syrian nationalism has continued to work

against the Jews who are regarded as an appendage of the enemy,

zionism. In either case, the first somewhat understandable and
the second which inculcates the plague of anti-semitism, the

core of this nationalism is a devout lococentricity.

-
-

Certainly the Syrians have special distinct qualities and

values. Yet this 'distinct group' has not been able to solve

= f%*'-'a‘—'—ﬁ_-—_i:'c =

their problems in their ideological eyes, due to outside forces
and their influences. This is all the more understandable when
we are cognizant that "until 1918 Arab nationalism was a child

of rich landlords and middle-class intelligentsia, it was not

2 mass movement.'® Quamiyya, Arab nationalism, as such, did not

really develop until after World War I. (Only in Syria had

there been Arab societies prior to World War I.) As _pleevixausly_-

discussed, Faisal's Arab troops had fought in Syria and

liberated Damascus and thereby Syria from the Turks.

°0ly at the Battle of Maysalun that Faisal was preven:
"puring the decades

French from becoming King. .
tion, and the cres

Hace: the Turkish Kemalist revolu

a radical and
Sy:

-y __ L

Seua
°Viet Union, new ideas of

SPreaq among the younger generation in
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in the Syrian social structure. .. soon began to challenge the

power of the old social and political order....The fraud of
vl (o]

the mandate system, the expanding imperialism of France and

Great Britain in the Near East, and the implementation of the

Balfour Declaration fostered the growth of Arab nationalism
of socialism and of communism.”7

An example of this newer breed was Antun Sa'ada, a founder
of the Syrian Nationalistic Party during the Mandate in 1932.

Though his later writings took on more of a flare for Arab

nationalism as the movement grew, he began strictly as a

Syrian nationalist.

=Y

"The Syrian nation,'" he said, 'represents the unity of the
Syrian people with a long historical past stretching back
to prehistoric times...(and there is a) psychological
superiority of the Syrians, which is not the result of
unconstrained mixture (of peoples) but of the superb
quality of homogeneous mixing, perfectly in harmony with
the type of environment...'" The ambivalence in Sa'ada's
thinking is reflected in what he wrote: "The aim 91“ the
Syrian Social Nationalist Party is to effect a Syrian
national social renaissance capable of achieying its ideals
and restoring to the Syrian nation its vitality and power.
The party also aims to organize a movement that would o
lead to the complete independence of the Syrian nation, the
consolidation of its sovereignty, the crgatlgn ofta gg:d
system to safeguard its interests and raise its S'ani:s'ﬂzone
of life, and the formation of an Arab.frogt...s?lathé one
of the nations of the Arab world and 1is 3'_311:22‘1 .ogiy 3
leadership thereof...Syrian nationalism 18 fer' SYI:ian
Practical method and the basic preret’..l‘u}sjhr.a _odf Syria
regeneration and the consequent participatiof . on s
in Arab affairs."(8)

= —_—
e
-

of Arab nationalism overtook purely -

As time passed the theme W £ &
was,tﬁéﬂxgswgﬁﬁﬁ‘u

Syrian nationalism. Certainly one catalyst
from the developmetn of a Zionist Palestine =-'af!fﬂ=f"
°f Israe) . Ituprovidedhs unifying target ag

their rejqt ively new-found nationalism.
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sctual cross—national Arab unity have been ineffectj
ive.

whether the U.A.R. which Syria ang Egypt created ip 1958

(discussed at length in the sections

"Politiecal Overview" and

npolitical History'") or the 1971 Federation of Arap Republics

disunity still prevailed. Though frustrations for these

failures have been often vented upon Syria's Jewish community

3
not even the continued existence of the enemy Israel has been
enough to create and sustain any long term, durable Arab unity.

Therefore what prevails is the reality of Syrian nationalism

with the added consciousness of Arab nationalism. As Abdullah
al-Ala'ili stated: '"Arab nationalism is the consciousness of

the Arabs of their complete social existence, a consciousness
which is internal and not merely external objective knowledge,

so that the image of the Arab community as a spiritual and living
complex, is ever present in their conscience. Every Arab must
feel with an instinctive compulsion the strong existing connections

and ties, in such a way that the community is transferred for

: o)

him from the externality of life to the internality of the soul."
All of this portrays a nationalistic ideology which has

had no good effects upon Syrian Jewry. In most cases one would

Tecognize that a good part of any ideology 1S rhetoric and

0 the case of modern Syria most

®Xaggerations. Unfortunately i AR
ewzgsniavestoes

°f the negative exaggerations effecting Syrian J

borne oyt

Another aspect of Syrian and Middle Eastern

been arap Socialism. The Arabic word for sO 3
ral over

n Gy frr, )
ishtir&kiyya" and it carries mO
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: ists and even communist
gocialis StS were active in tp
€ early stages

of maturation of Syria in the 1920's.

"Arab socialism has its roots in (1) the educational

experiences of the Arab intellectuals in the 1920's and 1930's

and their imbibing of traditional socialist doctrine; (2) the

ideological creations of such movements as the Ba'ath and such

writers as Michel Aflaq and Salama Misa: (3) the early experiences

of Nasser at Bandung (1955) and with such figures as Tito,
Nehru, Chou En-lai, and Nkrumah; and (4) the need for reform
and the natural tendency to reject traditional political and

: 10
economic values."

Though some concrete reforms have been taken, particularly
in the early 1950's and under the present Assad regime, ideology
still remains in the forefront. "When the political hold of a
ruling nationalistic group is unstable domestically, and the
state insecure abroad among regional rivals and great powers,
the local leaders are not likely to risk shattering a unity

built only on nationalistic convictions by deliberately taking

sides in the social revolution already upon them. The Syrian
none of
i
e groups may have the strength to come to terms with th-?.f 3
nt day ideology is o g
The prese y aould chofe oo Eoll

€Xample indeed suggests a more compelling obstacle:

: 1l
S0cial changes around them."

. _ in the :
Syrian if not Arab socialism is grounde,d it

£ T

Miche]_ Aflaq and Salah al‘Dlna‘l"Br&u
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grom the Marxist type in that it does not accept the theory of
yo

the class struggle and in that jt jig concerned with the Arab

gorld only....Like Nasser, the Ba'atp party made Arab unity

conditional upon the power structuyre prevalent in the Arap countries

1t failed to give absolute Priority to the Principle of Arab

L2 ;
anity. For Aflaq, Arab socialism is a product of Arab

history, not European, and it is an alternative method of attack

on the problems of modern society, a middle way between

. . e .
capitalism and socialism. Their brand of socialism is revealed

in their Constitution.

It is only with article 26 that Arab socialism is revealed.
Land reform (or redistribution) is called for (27);
exploitation of labor is denounced (28). "Public
utilities, enterprises based on great natural resources,
large-scale industries, and means of transport are the
property of the nation to be administered directly by the
State. All (relevant) foreign companies and concessions

are to be abolished." The owners of small industries are
to be regulated, although their property is not necegsarlly
to be confiscated (31)....'"The workers will be associated

with the administration of (their) factory, and the sum

of their wages will be determined by the.sta}te, to the
value of their work." Anyone can owi blllldlngi bgtat
cannot rent them to others (33)... .lj?o one can en _
interest any longer (except by implication state banks).(14)

Aflaq showed another aspect of the Ba'ath when he stated:

If the Arabs were free today from.colonlallsnia,alflgrﬁignfo_
occupation, Zionist threat, and dlsmembermeg and Berd
take a stand in the global strugglt?, alst‘;agerest--' they !
be closest to their ideals and nationa mcies f‘éﬁhé‘i’-'
would take the side of the.Western c.iten'locrg.‘heyr T
than that of the Eastern dlctatorshlpséhat o
this course because they SO well .‘mlovi'e]me B
been, is and will remain the VeIy essence o  fo g
and the best guarantee for the develop . 0
Personality.

tate that the

3? way be served by alliance Wit |

its members. (15) S




yeedless to say such provisos haye little of a positive if not
nuch of a negative effect on Syrian Jewry.
especia11Y taking into account their economic position, types
of jObS, their earlier ties to the French,
tie to Israel by just being Jewish.
It is impossible to understand the plight of the Syrian

Jewish community, past or present, without trying to understand
the hold religion has had on the Syrian people, the all pervasive

and corrosive influence of nationalism through their own brand

of socialism,

= LZRES

other minorities have been treated.

This is true,

and their superficial

and as will yet be discussed, the manner in which
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E. MINORITIES

The one subject still to i i
be discussed is that of Syria's

ninorities, who they are, where and how they exist. As has

documented in this work, i i i i
hoen one minority in particular, the
jews, have been the subject of outright discrimination. Such
is not the case of the other minorities.

We must begin with defining a minority. It is "a human
group that is different in language, religion, race, customs
and social structure, national sentiment, consciousness of its

separate existence, and any other collective feature from the

human entity amidst which it lives, and in relation to 'which it

is, feels - or is felt to be - inferior basically numerically,

but sometimes also in social status, attention enjoyed, role

played in public 1life, e'cc."1

The Middle East has included many minorities, some

more tolerated than others. Generally until very recent times,

the attitude of Islam helped preserve this diversity. '"Islam

recognizes three categories of human beings: first Moslems,

Secondly "Protected People' oT npeople of the Book''. ..and

! : fai
thirdly polytheists or pagans. With the third category the

slamic State... they

1:‘3‘J-<‘32I‘E!.1:ion and protection in the I Lise

owed to reta

MQS!lem women. But they are a}} gu Alawmd

Teligious organization, P-erso.-n-aﬁl' Braiss
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gious trusts.”2

reli

In Syria the majority of the population have been Sunnite
Moslems, though even among them there ig g great degree of

social diversity. The largest minorities, the Druzes and the

pAlawites are indigenous to the region and for the most part

are today compatible with the Sunnites. The Druze population

is concentrated in the southeast corner of Syria in Jebel Druze.
They have been known as a warlike people and have a long history
of rebellion against any external authorities. As has been

mentioned in Chapter I, "Political Overview'" and in Chapter II,

"Political History'", the Druze revolted in 1925 against the

French. Their local revolt turned into a national resistance
of most Syrians. In 1954 they led the revolt against Shishakli
and were severely punished by him. However, in 1964, a Druze
seeking revenge for his people killed Shishakli in Brazil where
he had fled several years before. Within this community the

patrimonial leadership (previously discussed) still remains

quite strong. The powerful Atrash family heads the community

and represents it in national politics. Yet despite their

independent spirit, they have not sought a separate sovereign

€Xistence. *
- : _ kia area in

The Alawites:livesasuthe majority in the Lataki ) ‘
MOrthwestern Syria. During the Mandate the French esta

latakia as a separate state. Yet the Alawites like the HEE

ATab nationalism. This is most evident &R
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h their distinct sub-culture,

wit

are Shi'ite Moslenms. Latakia

: is mountainous has allo
which 1S wed them to live in §
Semi-isolation
1

ond thereby allowed them to retain their identity

There are as well, in Syria, various Christian sects and

non-Arabic speaking groups. Generally today Arabic speaking
christians are fully assimilated into the Arab way of life
However, non-Arabic speaking peoples have not been so

assimilated. For example, the Armenians who are located largely

in the Aleppo area have maintained their distinct language,

customs, and traditions. Some quarter-million Kurds live in

the Jezria region. These Kurds have not been independent minded
as have been their brethern in other Middle Eastern countries.
However, in 1936, they insisted on political autonomy and
improved representation. They then revolted in 1937, and were
immediately put down by the French. Upon the departure of

the French and Syrian independence, the Kurds became a vital

aspect of the national political arena. This then developed

into a regional power structure, rather than a purely ethnic

demarcation.

In addition '"the Christians were a minority, but many of
the bourgeoisie adhered to one or another Christian sect and _
feareq submergence in a Muslim dominated state. 'rhe,y Wiél,a‘lapgd.y iy

and ag a group, they were naturally opposed e

ghange ud This is not unusual when taklng
%S elsewhere, Syrian Christiams 876 HOEEC

)
e tus

°f higher socio-economic stal



ori g Despite i
majority- = their outwarq conservatism, some Christi
4 1stians

gere committed to Arab nationalism. To avoig conflict bet
etween

theiT packground or religious affiliation and their ideolo
gy,

christian Arab thinkers who advocated nationalism trieg to avoid
identifying religion with nationalism. Rather they stressed
the linguistic and cultural aspects of nationalism.

The Syrian Constitutions beginning with that of 1930
includes guarantees for the position of minorities. Article 6
asserts that all Syrians are equal before the law, enjoy the
same political and civil rights and will not suffer prejudice
based on religion, race, or language. Article 15 insures liberty
of conscience and worship, and respect for the religious
interest and personal status of all sects. Their educational
and other rights are secured by Article 28. Article 26 pledges
that all Syrians are eligible for public offices without

distinction. As well, Article 37 established that minorities

would be represented within the government structure.

tated in the 1930 Constitution
uld

However, insurances as those s

Were based on the premise that a democratic government Wwo

unfold in Syria. Such was not to pbe the case.

In a complex social structure, torn betweegcgeztlggéfﬁ
(tribal v. town-dweller) and horizontal §r1 D e

rivalries and without any middle class Oflﬁz ;
democracy could scarcely beé expected to ShicE
an artificial creation by liberal grquséugﬁ
that its beneficiaries might eventuat s n
strength to support it. It 18 trgelim.
agricultural countries, where feu'%'ibiiw“”
dual influence of land-Owners gn@i_ﬁ "

survived for so long, the rapld TLSCLB- S
Could not xpected. ALVE~
middle c]_ag: gégan to deve__l_iop i
g€€neration was unable tOSPEft

Processes dominated by older
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view their futures in terms of ini
workers and peasants. The appeal of these yone
g men

to the masses rather than to t : 4
was another blow to demooracy‘h?st)emerglng middle class

e —————————————— e ———————e— e S a———— 2 . - o
- . i U " Coil] o r s i
i = = ¥ LA < . ' A < m '

Thus in 2 non-democratic state the guarantees of the various

gyrian Constitutions have become worthless.

This has been amply proven by the treatment of the Jewish
minority in Syria. Certainly modern Syrian nationalism has only
exacerbated the problem of minority status, as it has given
support to what might be conceptualized as the "xenophobic Arab'.

They exhibit extreme hostility and aggressiveness toward
all foreigners. In the aftermath of the Palestinian
defeat, this was forcused on Israel, but included the
Western powers as well. A farm account-keeper, as head
of the government would "unite all the Arabs and endeavor
to get Britain and its Jewish crooks out of all Arab lands
because they are corrupting our lives. A woman, who named
"war with the Jews" as Syria's biggest problem called for
a war that would restore the national honor: "It is not
difficult because with courage and patriotism nothing is
difficult...(We can help by) encouraging people to enroll...
to enlist in the Army...by showing them the beauty of a

glorious death.'" Another woman would "'hate (to live in
America) as I hate hell...because they l?rought us the Jews
here." A farmer asked where he would live if he had to

leave Syria, answered: "A million curses on these and their
country, these Jews, these low, UHCiVi}‘lzed people. To
live there would be hell for any Arab.

e West led to pro-Russian ;
tic respondents aware -of__ t-hg_
and determined to make it

Such resentment against th
attitudes among nationalis
bipolarity in world politics
serve their ends. (6) Yol
large-scale anti-Jewish feelings

As mentioned elsewhere, ey P
rTraditional religious

10 Syria are a relatively new phenomena .

ver been

e

Or cultural attitudes in the Middle East had ne

‘Omplicated by the kind of doctrinair

furopean anti-semitism. Arab ]iterary pieces

as W

POTtrait of aamiration and contempts

®Pulsion. Throughout the nineteenth CEREE
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_dvanced by the indigenous Christian communities who had b
een

sndoctrinated With Furopean: prejudicess i(Seoiicoit i oI
erview

nEconomic Overview'" of Chapter I for examples)

and

Since the Mandate period anti-Judaism and anti-semitism
have fed upon each other and lent support for anti-Zionism.
In no way is anti-semitism a "post-birth-of-Israel (1948)
phenomena". During the century prior to 1948 anti-semitism was
propagatEd from European and Western sources, frequently through
native Christians who were often already predisposed to its
acceptance by the anti-Judaism with which they were already
acquainted.

An Arab writer, Khalil Sakakimi, based his anti-Judaism on

religious grounds.

'It seems to me that you Jews,' he says to a Zionist,
'are most in need of divine scriptures, but I fear th?.t
the prophet among you today will suffer the fate of his
predecessors whom you killed and burned... .The prophets
and Holy Scripture have come from you, .but they are not
for you...' ...'The Jews in their festivals lament and
weep. ..Muslim festivals on the contrary, are rousing
events...If the nation is to have festivalg, let them
be like the Muslim ones...let us_ha.ve nothn'lg but
rousing songs and let us dance with swords.' (8)

In addition, Charles Crane, an American millionaire who was the
i i-semitism

Patron of George Antonius, believed 1n the type of anti-sem i
. . He became

Which pointed that the Jews were ruining the world. Hel _ o

s doctrine they attempted

8 admirer of Nazism. To spread Gl L < e

. 'e..
% preach to Arab notables of the JSHASREEEEE
°f Jews in Palestine was another PioV in

Started in Russia.®
. ire anti-semitism
Certainly this doctrinaire anti ¢

1t "seems

We ; - :
*11 with traditional Islam.

=8
Al
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to the Middle East mainly by easterp Christians who had easi
S:Lepr

qocess to western literaturelburincs €nough judgement to exercise

s iscriminati i nl0 :
critical and dis inating choice, The history ang plight

of the Jews as 2 result of these attitudes has already been

elaborated throughout this work. As to minorities in general

it must be added that today they no longer seem to threaten
syrian political unity. However, to some extent political
centralization is still resisted, and modernization still comes
in conflict with established customs and traditions. If the
minorities did not live in separate geographical regions, as
they do, they would not have even maintained that influence

which they do and the potential for renewed devisiveness.




{Damascus Aleppo Homs Hama Hauran Euphrates‘ Jazirah %ebel Latakia Total
Yazidis 8| 1,307 - b = = 1,475 . 2 2,788
. Druges 15,394 | 1,601 8 - - 4 - 70,185 | - 87,184
B e o Catholics 2,170 | 9,644 | 1,49 49 107 616 1,863 150 695 16,790
~ Armenian Orthodox 16,852 | 67,598 | 1,523 615 24 1,679 7,925 354 | 5,177 | 101,747
| Maronites 1,075 | 3,659 554 38 3 71 56 106 | 7,787 13,349
| Protestants 1,580 | 3,053 | 1,746 529 27 27 453 389 | 3,374 11,187
. Chaldaeans . 190 | 2,281 22 | - 243 | 1,944 | - 38 4,719
Syrian Catholics 3,261 | 6,127 | 3,052 259 = 698 2,851 - B 16,247
- Orthodox . . 1,014 | 5,492 | 14,309 682 59 763 | 17,793 16 7 40,135
ins (i.e. Roman Catholics
' the Latin rite) . 483 | 3,938 431 12 % 25 29 4| 1,074 5,996
13,673 | 14,066 - - 10 72 1,938 10 1 29,770
20,552 | 11,964 | 3,792 364 | 4,857 25 70 | 2,735 | 2,374 46,733
23,791 | 9,411 | 20,207 | 17,395 | 2,852 159 336 | 4,560 | 58,156 | 136,957
4,022 2,698 22,219 15,083 370 78 93 95 | 280,653 325,311
18 31 13 | 20,541 - 12 8 - 7,904 28,527
355 9,071 | 2,725 205 4 = 326 56 - 12,742
499,444 | 718,198 | 140,245 | 101,685 | 104,529 | 220,552 | 99,665 | 1,468 | 85,267 | 1,971,053
. o : 9,176 = = 9,176
| 870,130 | 212,424 | 157,458 | 112,842 | 225,023 | 146,001 (80,128 | 452,507 | 2,860,411

'meﬂzihhiﬁﬁé tﬁéiﬁﬁﬂﬁin$> who are nominally

Moslems and number perhaps 400,000

I
—
w
-3
!
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CONCLUSION

Syria continues as the heart of the Arab national movement
and embodies the ideals and weaknesses of that movement, 71t
seems that she is always yearning towards the glorious past.
continually frustrated by the innumerable problems which have

prevented her from attaining her goals, she remains relatively

politically unstable. Even with the present, longer-lived
Assad regime her politics are turbulent and her future unsure.
The dreams of Arab unity remain all pervasive. Like its
environment of nationalism, it is partly a product of frustration
fed by resentment toward any colonial power and especially toward
Israel. Eventually, Arab unity might be able to promote
cooperation among the Arab countries and thus maintain a greater
degree of stability. Meanwhile, internal Arab arguing and
fighting has been extremely unproductive. As well, it has
promoted discord and eroded development. Internally in Syria
and externally in the Arab world, unity could help aid the
process of modernization and possibly stabilize the political arena.

Yet, the vicissitudes of Syria's problems Seef ov.emhglmlng'

Needless to say the
o AN
ty of Syrian Jews.

today, as they did ten or twenty years ago.

Situation does not bode well for the communi

ol L)
- : Israel and of
SVria remains preoccupied with the problems of 2 L 1% 0

Arap unity. The attempt to realize either goal, !

Meghtmares to the Jewish community. Syria haskRs

L]
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continues to be sacrificing her own happiness to attain t
WO

o R M N
i wr

pain goals: the destruction of the Jewish state and the

establishment ol an Arab union. While to many ig the West thi
S

attitude appears absurd, if not sick, to much of the Syrian

people and the Arab world,

this is truly an outstanding virtue.
This is despite the reality of the side effects which have
included the willingness to be subjected to several wars and
tremendous dependency upon the Soviet Union.

Surely Syria's ever-tightening alliance with the Soviet

Union has brought no alleviating of the tension or lessening of

the discrimination towards Syrian Jews. The Russians are

certainly not interested in interfering, despite the bad
international publicity that has arisen due to Syria's outright

discrimination. In retrospect Western countries have had an

influence in other areas, primarily upon the basic social and

political systems of Syria.

In the short run, it (the West) proiiecte(il and pgomoted.
ongoin olitical patterns. The colonial powers
Supenﬁpgsed their administrative control on @:rad}tiqnz-ll
socio-power structures. Personalism and patrimonta _;_5-'
continued to reign supreme beneath the formal Wes:_er
bureaucratic style....The other result of Western p———
Penetration was the accelerating process of modernizst= s
Educational, technological, and industrial cgﬁgggmcé%ﬁsé
Progressed rapidly under foreign Futelage. help )CESSES
of modernization at work in the Middle Eaiﬁ's foreisn Al L
Teceived an important early impetus from this 1OTE. g8 .
influence. (1) '

S mentioned in this thesis, the French influence Sit

~reaching :
r ny

twent £ that time have
Y years and the tremors O : v

a'nti“Fr’eﬂch reactions in Syria were far

the
T
Present . St

The tremors of anti-foreign ﬁeeli’ngﬁ :
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Jewish community so badly were turned into shock waves of

nt anti-semitism.

e In the entire Middle East only the

gyrian government continues to hold a large Jewish group
nostage and simultaneously to violate their fundamental human
rights. The conditions under which the over four thousand

Jews live today constitute a permanent offense to human dignity,
not to mention to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The Appendix continues to verify much of what is mentioned in
the text dealing with the present plight of the Syrian Jews.

The most overwhelming comment that can be brought to this
point is a quote from the Jewish Telegraphic Agency report of
November 19, 1971. It tells of another discriminated group,
the Jews of Russia, pleading for intervention by their own
government on behalf of their brethern in Syria. '"For the first
time since the Russian Revolution of 1917, Soviet Jews have
petitioned their government to aid Jews in another country.
Russian Jewish sources reported that a group of Muscovite Jews
Wrote to the Kremlin's Big Three - Communist Party Chief
Leonid I. Brezhnev, Premier Aleksei N. Kosygin and President
Nikolaji v. Podgorny - to intervene with the Damascus government. ..

U Syrian Jews."?

the Jerusalem Post

To add to the realism of the situation,

drey a dark picture. "As unbearable as their situat
" Might seem less tragic if the population were L

'¥Iant destined soom to die out. But they are

Prolifye, with the boys and girls marrying be

a i M g ST
E producing 10 children by the time they
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As reported in the Appendix, one of the Rabbi Hamra's

telegrams from Damascus tells it all. He pled for the Book of

RaChel = 8 non—existent VOlume; perhaps it is a plea for help

and courage as from Jeremiah of ol4d.

Whether looking at the "anti-foreign" feelings which

loosened the foundations of the Syrian Jewish community, or the
anti-Zionist/anti-Jewish/anti-semitic acts which have been
perpetrated, the peoples and governments of Syria have been
and continue to be not only the antagonists, but the criminals

who have caused the collapse of a once vibrant community of

people - the Jews of Syria.
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'We spoke with the Jews Who must .
S

live in g
yria!
DRAMA IN THE GHETTOQ OF DAMASCUS

by

Livio Caputo

ghetto o

four thousand Jews have been living forfmgirgaig:i,twent

in conditions of semi-segregation, ig ending: after a gi;five v
inspection of the main synagogue - they (the Syrians) contgﬁed t
show it to us almost empty - we got our escorts: permission by
insisting a great deal, to walk through the district and to tgke
some photographs. The walk is not very enlightening. 1In spite
of the day of rest, the winding and gloomy alleys of the old
district are almost deserted, and, when the two foreigners appear,
shadowed by four 'gorillas' of the Secret Police, the few people
who are out walking prefer to turn the corner. The only ones who
allow themselves to be approached are the children - thin children
with large black eyes who are probably unaware of the drama of
their community that has become a hostage in the fight between
Israel and the Arab States.

where more than

The limitations which the authorities have impoged on our
entry into the ghetto are perfectly plain: 'No questions; no
interviews. '

Suddenly, when we are drawing near the car, a glrI.L comeiigg;c;
o0 the roof of one of the buildings and starts 1nvelgl:lmgtagnt
OUr escorts in more and more excited tones. She mugtfbehe;vebrg{'n
has g very beautiful round face deeply marked by grlevén pale_r-_
hair ig coiled high, a black sweater makes her face e

hat
Ak - o
Fr;EEYS. But when we shout out, as uegt Shan a5y Wozds: still

she mak esture more elog B
expostulatingalglsld?:yg first she points at the go:‘;geover e
o€ Ber hand as a knife, rubs her throa}t_o:gsts RS i
;Illdlcate that she and her unlucky co-religlo

aughtered-

the 'gorillas' g

Pandemonj ks out. Two of =
é:.[li try to dr;zmmgrigwards the car. Th;igf;ﬁgesq"
Wrillg?‘ni to prevent him from sna.ppl_ﬂ.g AL
a g?gllng, two women make their apgs
d .*l Student in a khaki unlfogmhﬁ;‘[}- impre

Yho in their turn begin t esture
iSbeatedly make the unmistakeabie Fic.”
*th woman, in a cormer of the =TT
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ds and worries about the

n z
l per :glaree friends may have or th°0nsequences that

her

‘ 1 don't know who the wo
ts succeeded in pul

e Whole diStriCt' the b°ldness of

men were » they were still

ling yg
away . San only suppoge that

; : S a Kinswoman
b and of their cousin Eve Saad wpo twgfmgigl;, Lora and Tony
3 ago

killed when they tried to ¢p

=
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4]

- D
Q
O
=1

Yell'ing when

‘ d : OSs ¢ » Were raped
l 2?andest ln61y . he Lebanese frontier P :
_ | But three things are sure, jip my opini
1 t 1 " )
r ‘ ipoor madwomen® at all, as my escorts hﬁsﬂiﬁﬁé ﬁmt’ Sacvimerenit

: explain; second.
egorical denial of the Sj'r:i:gd’
ews of Damascus, the five

dred of Kamishli 'are perfectly

their demonstration is the most cat

statements that the four thousand J

\ pundred of Aleppo ar}d the three hun
happy and pleas‘?d.“’lfh their condition and have nothing to fear

from the authorities'; and, finally, that, as soon as we turned th

corner, the three wretched Jewesses had to deal with the poiic-eng

who were escorting us. We hesitated a long time to publish the
| ' igtolen' snapshot that records the incident. 1If, in the end,
l we decided to publish it, it was to make known to public opinion

}| . three innocent victims of the Middle East conflict who had the i e
courage to denounce the duress they are forced to live under. 1

' | Till 1948, the Jews of Syria numbered forty thousand, and for :

l two thousand years they had dwelt in peace with their Arab neighbors.

| Neither Damascus nor Aleppo had ever experienced the terrible

pogroms of Central-Eastern Europe. But with the birth of th

State, the policy of the Syrian Government towards the Is

minority changed radically. The Jews, considered now a k

enemy fifth column, have been subjected to worse and wor

restrictions and vexations. Most of the members of the

| succeeded in emigrating in the 'fifties, but .t_he. Bs.:,“t

0 1963 closed the borders and the survivors are Virga

1 a country which they once considered thel?.'natgez 9

>tuation has become agonizing, especially s.:gigil’s___.;. as

h ; r ﬁﬁch SO that, in spite of the very strict CONEEBS: o

1o _ | ddred ang fifty have tried to escape.

l

to ;. NeCently, a series of dramatic hal_)pgl_l_tiingﬁe‘--
- | DZ the endless suffering of these afflmﬁe._ﬁ |
KE . o bl foai °f 1971, twenty Jews, among titz:xelaﬂn ; e
Years old, were jailed without a-w ..

i) |
i

s |

js_-‘na;_éihii:

! mgntWO different stages, by orde? oi 'P'.".es
e | Whoo S Of detention. At the begind:
AN | OW - denoe Names are still undivulged tI
. Tl . an- thatunceg the arbitrary imprisonn}ég
R 2a2 R hen o Sooreq 1T Co-religionists systemas
A H(‘d.ﬁ P2 n e e NP . Jews_ P_Olice_ Syrians of Jewis ;

) _"'F.Y +3 3-."“?5 G s Jew 2 Who had fled from Damascus
B By o cani " Printed on their identity ©
v ORI TE) 147 3

s

-
R

o
y "';..I‘:.
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annot leave the town where
they “"ipey are excluded from allhe

il i Gove - & Speci.
per my and from the univergjt; roment appqg Pecial )
thstzztywith foreigners. 168, and are cut Er%ngﬁﬁtiiﬁmm i
co o =

on March 7, we got the mogt L

podies OF four Jewish girlg Siie ggzilfylng NeWs from Beirut: tpe
gndieic X Cfc)ll;mgogg:rsﬁad' had been discovereq i . ebs
jsfura, OB ft? ol etween Syrig and, Eebiron n 4 cave near
jeces. AT TITSL, T Was thousht toibeisipoliier | RUIND
25 et Govei'nment, consldering fhe elicacy 3; tﬁrime' Yo
took the unusua step of disclaiming any reSPODSibili: 3-1'17‘:1?&13:'10_’-‘:,_.
goung women ', Interior Minister Aj] Zaza said ip g z Y. 'The four
iwere killed by a gang of murderers apg s ommunique ,

: iti ; muggler TR
two Syrian cltizens of the Jewdshifiaitnmind %wo ﬁésfzﬁzi.sﬁggﬁi.
already been arrested and will be prosecuted.' The mutilated ave

corpses of the victims were returned to thej i1i . 3

be Euried, with religious ceremonial, in whaﬁ:‘ i?iiigsoﬁhg%ﬁu,ld
Jewish cemetery, demolished the other day to open a 'sup'er—hi'ghﬁaf Ar
But the community probably didn't believe the version issued by & d,
the authorities: for the first time in the post-war period, t'h'ey
mstered the fortitude to stage a demonstration of protest that
ended in a violent police charge. .

g
It was at this point that we arrrived in Damascus to make our
inquiry, following two parallel lines: the official one through t
Syrian authorities, and the underground, through personal «
With members of the Jewish community. The Information M
confirmed that the murder of the four girls had no pol
meaning and was a case of common crime. When we asked
the context of the negotiations with Israel for a mil
dlsengagement, Syria was ready to accord fz_-.ee_dory_ .o__f. e
to its Jewish citizens in exchange for an immediate ref
irab refugees to their homes on Golan, the Unde

reign Affairs, Al-Rifai, answered: 'Any n?g_ot-?'f?{
“reumstances of Syrian citizens of the 'Je‘flsh_'_i-gf_
Wlawful jnterference in the internal affairs ©
groblems that concern them come entirely ugq__e_r
by '2Ys We have no intention of strengthent?l
¥ allowing the Syrian Jews to move to Israe.-

melf ) AN SRR
y  JORS ‘,’(:_

dceg From sources in touch with the Eo,l_l.c#gi _.
Izzfé:;t}t O0f the murder. The four c_;u].-;?l-'-*.,l.
% teyyr, 204 Mohammed Mustafa Leila, &
crimitlle trader, and Azur Zalta, i B
several gang responsible for pr.o_:ﬁ.
the . 2rmed robberies. Of lateé,
8ot i_It'ga.niza.tion of the flight O
f‘igi ;1 touch with the four girs .....
edves had plenty of money,
= ithen., on March 2, the bo
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could find the tracks of the
ice arrested Azur Zaltg, 8ANE. They warare,

& were awaiting trial, %ho contesgeq to g: §°11@We¢
pe hanged as the per i o, STime.  Now
only with complicity,

L4,

o Ty years old, the new Chijef : _ ahim Hampa
thirty five : ef Rabbi. The intame o'W Hamra,
place outside the ghetto, in the elegant shop 0(; -3§:Zr§i§W_1;-_o.gk
the richest and most prominent man of Syria's e .p_T Jejati,
gould have been rather illuminating hag ot Y. The talk

intimidated by the presence of a Government Oth evidently peen
let them out of his sight.

official, who - never

'How', we asked, 'are the relations of the communit _
i es : - with t
authorities and with the Arab majority of the p()pulatiOngf e

'They are neighborly relations. The measures which the
authorities have taken have no other aim but to protect us. We
Syrian Jews enjoy absolute freedom of worship - fourteen synagogues
and six Rabbis. We have no passports, but we can travel ev
in the country with a pass that is given you within twent
hours. In our district there are two schools, with four
pupils each, where the principal language is Arabic; but
also taught, and there are even eighty pupils of other rel: ions.

'Then what are the discriminations gpplied_ toyiu?e
that you are excluded from military service? Is it rLL
cannot inherit?! .

Wes. o it is true, we are exempted from milit:

the Araps of Israel are exempted, too. ASfaieis
gg' only persons who are not in the country w

€ forfeit them.'

'How do the members of the community neks g‘%
Jeyi ‘Many of them in trade. Some of theﬁe)__l
Fina?_h district as well. Many wor :
"-Ctiv-y’ there are many copper €ne

1ty, of which the Jews have

‘How many of you are actually

-'As_fa;tonly four, including thoseé =
38 I know, by the way,

But why did the. girls run
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1They were poor, uneducated
id tha girls - ¢ :
they Wezg ;Zga;n ourtczr?lgﬁngggld got get miﬁﬁiiﬁ "g"kers..

21 : e » 10T “there grc
fe‘ﬁoi’e op the SEW.IS Mathiue Sayingetgg i disappearggmiwe:
sBCRS" kgﬁgiibggieﬁzelr departyre, hen no ; rad .
the terrl ame to 1ight i s ormed the Government.
grief and not of protest. S 2 manifegtaty g

1Is it possible to meet the girls! parentg?!

tored man and the

is very sick. The only o
e et at they would

i Come
start crying again.' would be th

'May we come and visit you in your district?!

'Do come, you will always be our guests.'

But when, a few days later, we tried to enter the ghetto,
after we had taken a few steps we were approached by a boy about
fifteen years old who asked us what we were looking for. And when
ve told him that we were looking for Rabbi Ibrahim Hamra, the boy
pretended to escort us to his home but took us right to the Police
station instead. The boy, I found out later, was one of the m
Palestinian refugees infiltrated into the district to keep an
on the Jews and the foreigners. When, finally, we were able to
enter, we had, as we have mentioned, a heavy escort and were
Supposed not to talk to anybody.

In spite of all controls, we succeeded in arranging

out of reach of microphones and inquisitive ears, Wlth 8.
the Jewish community. It was a strange talk, marked ?y on
"en our interlocutor was obviously attracted by the iC
N012195'11:1131:a.nding some reticences, certain elements 2
hat shoulq be borned in mind in the furtu:e_igt

®otiations. We have always maintained that o
'eCOgnize the lawful rights of the Palestine peop

r:.;iwe forget the rights of the Syl‘%ﬁ Jgs
i i ible, 1
ecausgews who are, if that is posSS %

. e
Saepsas’ Deing so few, they are eXpok
Tificeqd.

) The Syrian Government, 1I

hatz € affair gf the four girls, bU
&1mOS§amp&ign against Israel tha 2
Bye O0ks like a virtue. ID
Were k‘f’o young men of the same
borge, t18d a little while ago V¥
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Jews live in g State of ¢
. Mosgr them is mercilegs , e

'gilﬂncenggogue: that is enougp ¢, be

vl sy

. the

in

11 kinds of arbitrary actions ayre taken g,
o tg citizens, too, and the Jews haye 10 possibj
iva K .

b B ending themselves

of ' ith

ever relatIOI:lS w

4. Elelegcrew is applied to t

furn ofttfew days, eighteen Jeys
las

the

{n Aleppo.

Israe] become exac
he community, Fo

are reported to ha; €

unfortunately, the screw has

almost reached the. end
Golan Heightg,

nd, on the

thread, 2

shooting goes on,
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an Arab Republic

‘of Defence

med Forces General Headquarters
Administration Branch

SYRIAN BOYGOTT
OF JEWISH BUSINESSES

Department of Military Administration — Military Police Section

No. 26/27/2
8 February 1967

Circular No. 4

The following is a partial list of names of Jewish merchants and their
business addresses in Damascus. For security reasons, all army personnel
are forbidden to deal with them. Anyone who violates these instructions is

liable to the severest penalties.

El-Fardousse Street
El-Abad Street
El-Salihia Street
Shuhada

‘Shuhada

Shuhada

‘Shuhada

‘Sabakl

clotkes

Haberdashery

Blouses and materials
materials

materials

materials
saecond-hand clothes
ladies’ tailor
materials

materials

oriental materials
oriental materials
clothes.

[

¥ o v

iy o =
Yl ar 1 1y lp iy, JUS Nk

SN Izt

feels

L\J”"'L‘ n.n--u _:—.’ Wi Jd L—_Ab

LG\ PN T

g'l-:.lé__l.h \NT AYr2I

(VU B S NS L U EP iy e I Ky ig e it 3,
it by N il & VTila g Mleadid, e LA TRt —
Ut gy @l ey A mBepd Y as, [Pl lidige

o Y IS W W 1 S o L' O o SO P
.-.\J:a-—:'-_...__", b~ IEESEEC IR U/ N PR P :..'r.D Ly o3
dede a5, D LS et — B Tt )
L. L= PG » la >
iy el [ HrLL i >
l,\h - Eton s L [ N
Iy - S R e ol
e % R g e
2 )ﬂ_ ! - _.'.’6 O >
s ’ fass >

") - - L . . -
Pt | : 7] ) A 3‘4-—-_.'-_.‘..__..
= u b : . Shor—0 e L
o 3_.'_1- J =5 i ‘-‘ :_-Vl,t- o . “
. ‘Ji_& T 'S ) ok mand ] H 1 > - |}
T LS | H‘-
i"5""'-'-\.‘\."' v ;L&-d.]-'———-} n.—-—-l *—-—Jl._ka
=0 %5 SRS &
:-:LM ~’ﬁ-‘) r——’iﬁb :;' e t‘i_.
Gy, [l di iy ) - >
-u-———‘-;'_._-" . ..,: <) :.‘:_ :‘
[ 1 ~ (TN 1 e
!'_E\ < 5 3 'y
—gy ) St s ! \3".. ] 3 e re
1 g il ", - P - .
lhl-'-—--d—“, \'-—-—é"" e :5 by S e
s b 3 % ’1—.‘ 3 e
{ rh' e : e -
L W S b ')v.




— Y
iy lt 'Z-Hanu__tm Huriya Street haberdashery B a5l ok = 2 pr -
:;::u H:l:‘ I::r:;ay El-Kasa Street materials o3l el e lad z
~ Sion yafa El-Kasa Street materials ol : ! LA 3 s . 5
‘Kasem Halabiye El-Kasa Street, east of materials M, L :—-’BL_‘:: :' :3, = o
lnd l@ns French Hospital | o DT ST T g e LT
Hasbani and Haluf El-Kasa Street materials G £ T o L% . AR
Bab-Toma materials i - 2 f i Wt
: gt L] o R R L g I
Sasabaki Street materials
Haboobi Street materials . B e e
Suk El-Hamidia materials el R o il <o
Suk El-Hayatin materials L e e
Suk E-Suf threads j 7 o el
Salem  Suk El-Suf threads : =4t =SS s @
! Suk EI-Suf wool £ = Pl S G
~ Suk El-Shashia s =t i, - i
- Suk Nijme clothes (o) aleml o, 1)L - g N
El-Kasa Street materials (dosd pale b o il o Al
~ El-Kasa Street materials — il foulo walll) 5,17 A RE S T
~ El-Kasa Street clothes T R CHRM— T B SR e
materials Pr— —dp— s
materials ¢ —rl— g2 sty e ol
clothes (workshop) | = = _ BN T e
clothes (work-shop)
materials T
‘copper-work T e e Ca) oo
copper-work s
I i ¢ y g b
NP A i - n\ﬁ‘.ﬂﬁ
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Adopted By the United Nations General AssemblyyiDecember 10 1948.

i An‘zcle 2ie
Everyone is “entitled to all the. nghts and freedoms -set forth™

in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race,
colour, sex; language, religion,. political or: othcr oplmon;_ﬁanona]
or socxa.l origin, property, birth or other status.”

Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the:basis of the
political, jurisdictional or' international status of the country or
ternitory tto which a person belongs, whether it be independent,
trust, non—sc].f—govcmmg or under any other limitation of sovereignty.

Article 13 - -

1. Everyonc has the nght to freedom of movement and residence

within the:borders of each state.
2 Evcxyone. has ‘the right to leave ‘any country; mcludmg his

own, and to return to his country.

. Artl i

1. Evcryonc has the right toscek .and to en_]oy in othc.r countnes- y
asylum from persecution.

STATEMENT BY N.Y. _ATTORNEY-GENERAL LOUIS J. LEFKOWITZ, A.'ERII- 17, 191‘!

"We are here today because the civil liberties —-— the hunan
rights --.of one: of Syria's oldest minorities have been groisl
violated. -I am-referring to Syria's 4,500 Jews who ITive as
than second class citizens. ' (See:over far article "Syrian
Suffering Under Harsh Curbs," New York- Times. April.l 15719

"In other words, Syria is not observing
to.the Universal Declaration of Human Rights...
anniversary of Syria's Independence let us urg
age and reject this archaic, despotic beh
discriminatory, Nazi-like laws -against it
and allow those who wish to leave the country
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Syrian Je

By HENRY KAMM -
Sl 18 Te hew Torn Time |
PARIS, April 13—About 1,000/
Damascus Jews are reliably re-|
ported 1o have streamed out of |
the ghetto to which they are|
coofined o demonstrate last|
month against the slaying of
four young Jewish women at-
lempling to cross into Lebanon.
A similar number of other!
Synans, most of them belleved|
to be Christians, were reported|
ts have joined the-demonstra-
lion in the center of .Damascus.
The Jewish demonstratorss
shouled demands that they be
tlowed to leave Syrig
Since 1947 the Syrian Gov-
tmment has refused:to aliow
JeW3 10 emigraie asd' has sub-
jected the country's Jews, who
number between , 4,000 . and
5.000, to restrictions ‘and mis-
trealmant.
A Release From Terror
The demonstration was only
the second- of - its kind—the
first in Damascus took place in
August, 1972 In the wiew of
sources familiar with the situs-
tion, it represented a kind off
reiease from the terror that hrs
affected the 2,000 or so Dam-
uscus Jews since the Mideast
war last October- _ :
Foliowing the demonstration,
which took place in the first
week of March after the burial
of the four womengy Syrian
authorities delivered $to~ the
Jewish community-of Damascus
the bodies of two young:men
missing for six:months In a
simllar Attempt- to. flee” the
coutry. .. £ |
The two were-identified as

Natan Shaya, 18 .years qld, and|

Kassam Abadi.20: The wotnen,
whoss slaying. hag. beenn an-
nounced by the Syrian xuthor-
ities, were Eva :Sasd, 18 and
three sisters, TonieZebaly 22,
Laura, 23, and Farah, 24

The. Syrian - announcement
descrived therslaying of. the
Women, whose bodies were de-
livered to their*mothers-in a

ws Suffering Under Harsh'€u

.;bé

lqugﬂd‘y Jolned by Syrians whollpuniganc“ for long interroga-

i i ‘tions. ’ £
ers” ; claimed revenge against t:h:. o
ﬂ.rﬁ’ —-tw‘;c ie:: ui‘cﬁ’o h:wv: Jews for Syrian® casyalties 46110 :;‘rlc;r?e::fel: fﬂoroamm‘_
::o(:z?r:f:d_w The anncuncement|cansed by Israel. strictly

2 -|liye 24-hour curfews have been
was silent on the women's un-{. A3 a result, the Jews of Da-|liye o bl

successful atteropt to flee Syna|mascus walk the !L;:u t‘;;: m.‘lewl ire fatidiaTio
and on the question of what/more rarsly than mon.l - ent.inultion-lwmlly

doing near thejwar, and many go (o work only|in Governm o 1o Danke
st wub:’xd-cr A‘ Syrian reg-|occasionally. The desire to leave|owned tﬂtlu'punselud ittt e
Lfﬁ:::?eamcu Jews 1o a radi-|the Wu:“”.f.b 'CCOW&IC :?m?;: g;ltl;. mlp oy i inded

i rce, has becoms the itary remind 4

AR e e o
e xm;—stch two Jews under/tion. . . | fices b 5 '{ 3 i
:rr?-:t: ?ato:i:fesh:laul.h. Is reli- - Other Town Simllar:: mjmselfv“.ei Sty by n i
ably -reported to be a brother- . Although communications be-{ = g !n'fzrni!‘y ‘l',_ﬂl'kihopi sil-
in-law of one of the victims. A tween the three Jewish com- vﬂlﬂﬂ« S ies that are
YN Seotts e o o musitles in Syrix is meager be-{Yor ACL SORPEERTEICS PAEETY
Eoat ey might be Kihers. - [cnioeof (o peary otal bao onlil souk. “or” ancieot coversd

t : v n 3
it s oot patpe
the women bad Jeit Ca=zascs o T =
by car with two Mcslerns who dey -mln 2 Jemhm
were supposed.to guide themx an gdwhdoi.hm"lm‘ 4 is
1cross the - border: The BE: ::m o Ml thaz i
forced them into a cave in ported maouf mut.nm-
moantainous border region, mc- !orms for mhs,::: :l';ly
cording to the account, and o m;ﬁ- hea i_'ﬂfop
robbed, raped and killed them. : gmmmmm dae
it mw, s/ on camings AAd ok e gmben alh;u family may not
chopped- off, p /10 T utwardly on good.terms with g B bzt e
move a rng. remain

- the Jews,” who are their cfs- . X
-Reporting ol the atmosphere w:n,_,.* {hey” are believed ito|paying restito the stxte
of fexr, ‘sources who ‘were injp un :

the-fole of polca Il N et
Damascis during-and aftar thele . IELT ; have been allow Sheten and
October war said that Jews had| g, oinance is” Intensiffed|side the Dam mﬁud
remained in their houses during| o4 - frequent -summonses for|bave beea m:u. from some
the 13 days of U war, rarelyfy oy 1o sooear before military'of the restricti
venturing to :!:‘Led_snnf the |«
hetto to -
- After 3::’- fighting - “énded,
Palestinian refugees who for
years “ have - been . assaulting|
Jews on the-street wers fre-

four “murderers and’ smuvz-

i ~and El Qamishliye,
Be Ant;]:o-'furﬁsh -border; was
said to be similarly fearful

sack, a3 the work: of a band of
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FROM: NATIONAL DISTRICT ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION

CONTACT: Richard Krieger 313-767-5922 FOR RELEASE AFTER 11 A.M.
Natalie Flatow 212-751-400 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21, 1974

NEW YORK, Aug. 21...:. Thirty District Attorneys from major !
cities across the United States have sent a letter to the President
of Syria, requesting that a delegation from the National District |
Attorneys Association be permitted to attend the forthcoming trial .
of four men accused of murdering, or involvement in the murder (o :
four young Jewish women who sought to escape from Syria last March.
The trial, on which preliminary hearings were held in Damascus in
May and June, resumes on August 25.

The letter, addressed to President Hafez al-Assad, was
presented today to the Syrian Mission to the United Nations by l
Robert F. Leonard, District Attorney of Genesee County Mich., who

is Vice President of the N.D.A.A.

At a news conference immediately following delivery of the
letter to the Syrian Mission, Mr. Leonard declared that the district
attorneys were concerned not only with the proper administration
of justice in this case, but also with the political ramifications
involved in 'reported restrictions on the freedom and civil rights
of the Jewish community of Syria." .....

Mr. Leonard was joined at the new conference by Brook_ly.n
District Attorney Eugene Gold, one of the signators to the letter.
Others who signed the letter were the District Attorneys of Los
Angeles, Miami, Philadelphia, Minneapolis, Columbus, St. Louis,
St. Paul, Chicago, Wichita, White Plains, N.Y., and Norman, Okla.
greston Trimble, District Attorney of Norman, is President of 't"bf%

.D.A.A.

The full text of the letter follows:
Dear President Assad:

As a Vice President of the National District A
I am writing this letter to you on my own behalf as
behalf of the under-designated members of the 'N.~
foremost and largest professional group of prosecuting
the US. We are writing this letter to you in 1 >gar
criminal trial which is now taking place in y cot
believe that the facts and circumstances of
on the international level. I would 1
facts alleged in this case as they have
various sources.

The facts as alleged to us by neutral
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Early this year, the bodies of four Syrian women of the Jewish
faith were discovered in your country in a cave near Asfura, on
the border between Syria ‘and Lebanon. These women were sisters.
Their names were Sara, Lora, and Tony Zebah, and their cousin
Eve Saad. They had been raped and brutally murdered.

. In March of this year, your Interior Minister Ali Zaza said
in a communique that these four young women had been killed by a
gang of murderers and smugglers consisting of two Syrian citizens
of the Jewish faith and two Moslems, who had been arrested.

The Syrian Information Minister further confirmed and stated that
that murder of ther four woman had no political meaning and was

a4 case of common crime. Interior Minister Ali Zaza further
charged that the two Syrian Jews were members of a gang of four
'_'assassins, robbers and smugglers' who had '"confessed' under
ibterrogation to a series of crimes including the murder of the
four young women.

Other sources have alleged these additional details; the four

defendants -- including the Moslems Hilam Izzedin and Mohammed
Mustafa Leila, and the Jews Yussef Shalouh, a textile trader, and
Azur Zalta, a school teacher —-- had formed a criminal gang

responsible for profitable smuggling operations and several armed
robberies. It has since been learned that the Syrian Jewish
defendent Shalouh was a brother-in-law of one of the four murdered
Women. These four men allegedly had specialized also in the
organization of the flight of Syrian Jews from your country and

in that operation had contacted these four young women. When

they realized that the women had ample sums of money, they ‘
allegedly robbed and murdered them. The bodies of the women were
discovered on March 2, 1974, and the Syrian police found various
tracks of the gang which were followed.

After a preliminary session held approximately one month ago,
the formal trial of these four men resumed in Damascus on June 19,
1974. The trial is being held in the State Security Court.

:W@x v

As leading prosecuting attorneys in the United States,
are concerned with the Administration of Justice, -no}

concerned then, as prosecutors, and as individuals
concept of a fair trial and principles of internati
8s they are practiced throughout the entire wor
trial of the four above defendents certai
international community as well as the ¢
citizens throughout the world. The tri
sericus and considerable political ramif
that two of the defendents are members of the
that the four murdered victims were als
faith. This arises from the reported
and civial rights of the Jewish cc

.
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Furthermore, if it is true that one of the charges laid against
these four defendents is the attempted smuggling of Syrian
nationals to g foreign country, such a charge would raise many
Serious questions to the international community regarding the free
'ight to travel. 1In this context, the international commitment
made by all nations, including Syria, to the U.N.'s Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, which provides that ''everyone has
the right to leave any country, including his own...'", would

become an extremely important issue at the trial of these four
defendents.

: Moreover, because of the basic humanitarian issues involved
in this trial and the religion of two of the defendents and the
four murdered women, it becomes extremely important to the world
community that these four accused persons be assured of an open
trial with the application of all international accepted standards
of due process in such a trial.

The application of such international standards must insure
that these four defendents have the following rights:

1. The right to a public and open trial:

2. The right to consult with and have the assistance of an
impartial and effective attorney and attorneys:

3. The right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses
against them:

4. The right to call and examine witnesses in their own behalf:

5. The right to freely testify themselves in their own behalf
or not to so testify if that is their choice.

Viewing this trial, then, from the prospective of the sen
international community which is concerned with the adminis
of justice in every part of the world, we strongly hope 'bha-
will ensure that the principles of international due proces
met with during this trial and thereafter. In addi on
leading prosecutors in the United States, would res 17
that you permit a delegation from our number to s
at this trial as representatives of the world comn
as possible counsel for these defendents as they
would also request that the Syrian gove’_r-nm‘ent___
the admission of the international press t« :
trial. We sincerely believe that your p
delegation, comprised of members of o
trial, which I understand is to be T
1974, would serve the best intere
international justice as well as th
in the eyes of the onlooking commu
concur in the approval of our :
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3 e
to them. We anxiously await such a response on your par

The letter was signed by the following district at.tar

Robert F. Leonard, Genesee Co. Mich.
Joseph P. Busch, Jr., Los Angeles
D. Lowell Jensen, Oakland, Cal.
Richard Gerstein, Miami

F. Emmett Fitzpatrick, Philadelphia
Jack Hoogasian, Waukeegan, Ill.
Roger Rook, Oregan City, Ore.

Carl A. Vergari, White Plains, N.Y.
Preston Trimble, Norman, Okla. (Pres. N.D.A.A.)

Cecil Hicks, Santa Anna, Cal.

Arthur A. Marshall, Jr., Upper Marlboro, Md. ‘%
Eugene Gold, Brooklyn, N.Y. i
George C. Smith, Columbus, O.
Gary W. Flakne, Minneapolis ]
Edwin L. Miller, Jr., San Diego
Brendan Ryan, St. Louis .
E.J. Salcines, Jr., Tampa

Wm. B. Randall, St. Paul

Robert Bell Russel, Colorado Springs
Patrick J. Leahy, Burllngton Vt.
Donald C. Woolsey, Galesburg, Ill.
Walter L. Sauer, Oelwein, Iowa
Bernard Carey, Chicago

Margaret W. Jordan, Olathe, Kansas
Omer T. Shawler, Marshall 4] o .
Thomas E. Delahanty, II, Auburn, Me. 2
Martin G. Holleran, Exec. Dir., Comnussionao
Louis T. Bergna, San Jose, Cal. n
Keith Sanborn, Wichita, Kansas
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A - s ~

While the United Nations allows it-
self to be a forum for vicious anti-Israel
.chargcs involving imagined misbehavior
in East Jerusalem and the occupied ter-
ntories, the small Jewish community of
Syf‘la. perhaps four thousand, is under-
going the most terrible suffering at the
hands of barbarians. The well known
and distinguished General Lucius D.
Clay, chairman of the Committee of Con-
cern, an ad hoc group of leading Ameri-
€an citizens from all walks of life, has
described how Syrian Jews have been
victims of electrical torture, the ripping
of fingernails and subjected to cigarette
burns on various parts of their bodies.
Numerous cases of Jewish girls being kid-
napped, raped and thrown naked into the
streets of the Jewish ghetto of Damascus

and the burning of Jewish homes have .
11 this for the sole’

also been received.
crime of being Jews and, in instances of
_ those who have been tortured for trying

to get away from Syria. This is not the
first time such brutality has occurred in

R ""I_‘!'!“:;'-f‘ .

Syrian Brutality Repeats liself

. treatment in Iraq

‘put a stop. tothu

e ——— —
i -

A frealaias

nel and civilians captured near the bor-
der have been tortured to a point where
some died and others lost their minds.
Syria is 2 member of the United Na-
tions, the Arab League and a federal
grouping with an allegedly moderate "
Egypt. But she is being permitted to treat - |
her Jews with medieval savagery, with
the fury of a coward venting his feelings
on the weak. The Committee of Concern .
has called upon the Syrian Govérnment
to “cease the persecution of Jews, free
those imprisoned and permit emigra-
tion.” A statement by Hadassah has
pointed out that this is not the first ex- .
rience with Arab cruelty toward Jew-
1sh inhabitants and notes how in recent *
years aroused public opinion changed
the fate of Jewish victims of inhuman

Syria. In the past Israeli military '-Enon

the Unitéd Nations to
i
voices to that énd, or th
pressure by peoples a
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The Plight of Syria’s J ewish Community === “#: = '

s i g sEw s A GOy .
To the Editor: - . ", - permits just by showing their identity, . P
The Syrian Jewish congregations of “cards at the border. -
_the US. with a total membership of  The 4,000 Jews in Syria are belng :
over 25000 people are deeply con- subjected to various forms of !
cerned about the plight of thelr fdm-' ment’ discrimination and restriction.
ilies, relatives and friends in Damas-. Even within Syria, they are en |
cus, Aleppo and Qamishll in Syrla. * ' ‘5 us .
Distressing and increasingly alarm- pijles
ing reports have been reaching us from oyt special permit. i
Syria, of Jews being arbitrarily. ar- cards are marked in
_ rested, molested and tortured.~ .. ., _ . sides with large fetters “Jewish.” Jew:
They have committed no crime or. are :
any violation of the Syrian constitu-  secret police and often
tion. Their only crime is being Jewish, -end
in view of the fact that Moslem and ters are
_ Christian Syrians are readily able to' nied :
. leave the country without applying for and may




‘Committee of Concern’: Fearful:
- Of Jewush Commumiy in Syria’

r—— .'_____ s

. sectarian group seeking to alleviate the plight of

~ minorities in Arab” countries, expressed fear that the

' arrestof two Jewish activists in connéction with the recent.
_-murder of four young Syrian Jewish women is an attempt
to distract attentmn from Synan persecution a( Jewl.-

"‘We fear fhat these two Jewisb’ be furmshed with defense counsel

i
. young men, who were known to the” of their ‘choosing, and. givﬂ a

" Syrian authonhcs are being’: _prompt and open trialk”-—~ Z.- .. -
_ Syria should allow Jews loluve. !
{ Syrians in -order to divert world ~as otber Arab countries have done; -

! attention from the phght of the = the committee stated. This, it said,
'-""‘s s - fundamental humanitarian

, utilized ag scapegnah by the =

Jewish community,” - "t
> miltee stated, - w- - --ont question and should not be con--
‘- The Committee of Concern,”  fused with pollh::ll *ls.mu in the

headed by Gen. Lucius D. Clay - MlddleEad.." o s
(US. Army Ret.), called pfi the —~-mi. =i... 1—4"-..-4-....__,
_ Syrian authorities to grant Jews ln -
- that coantry full freedom, :
, cluding the right to emigrate. iq- Jew:;h“Ti.T;;a
7.~ Persons who know Yussef Shaluh Apr ’
: and Azur Zalta, the Jews alleged
. by theanlhmheslobeparl o{'l— 3
band of four assassins who
} “confessed” to robbing and’ tbéll =
' killing the women," weré in- -
. credulous’ at the r_hargd ~Ahe=_
tomm:ltee stated. - P ] ._— _.t r“ -
- Found In Mounhiﬂ' "' =
The bodies of the four young -

! women, residents of Damascus,f-'
i were reportedly found in_the ~
. mountainous region near the
. Lebanese barder. ‘“The only reason
Jewxsh women would undertake

. such a dangerous journey,” the -
i ; committee said, "‘was out of a deep-
, seose of desperation as to their
Iutun.- in Syria, where the Syriam -

: govemmenthasmadelﬂe for Jews:
; intolerable and barred any legal
. avenue Tor their emigration.™
}. ‘People who know the young
¢ men well,” the committee said,
“‘notad that they are both out-
stabdmg members of the Jewish
. community, known for- their
; devotion to the welfare of their
harrlned brethren. For example, -
: both Shaluh” and Zalta reg'uhrb
. visited Jewish prisoners a
~brought them food. Shaluh,
. alleged ringleader of this mur--
du'ous band, also had intervened " .
m various occasions with the
Mu‘hahaul. the Syrian secret
pnl::;. controlling Jewish afl'a!r;.
on Y of Jewish prispoers. It
thus highly inconceivable that
t ! these devoled members of the
Jewish community would murder -
: four of their fellow Jews.” - = .~
Y. “h view d’ the ﬂqﬂdﬂl dr-

P vy

NEw YORK —_ Tbe Commlttee ut Concern. a non- '
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SYRIA: Syrian Jew who escaped and came to
AT bled Mi . New York longe.f'()ne 4-year-old ch.l‘l;‘;
rou as impriso or a year with

ed Minority mother ind_ bribed' by 'the police o e
The Syrians harass us in many ways— form on ber.”
some violent, some subtle. I had an Arab Not surprisingly, reports like these

friend once in a convent school I went to have aroused the wrath of Jewish groups
and we used to write each other occa- and civil libertarians the world over. Fur-
sionally. But our friendship broke off thermore, after four young Jewish wom-
after the police warned her about her en were murdered last March trying to
relationship with a Jew. Also, whenever escape into Lebanon, even the

there was any fighting on the border we Jews of Damascus streamed bravely from
became scapegoats. But the worst thing their ghetto to demand ion to
was that as Jewish neighborhoods be- emigrate. And in the U.S., angry Ameri-
came vacated through death or escape, can Jews have begun to pressure their
Palestinians moved in. By now nearly 70 congressmen to intercede on behalf of
per cent of the Haret al Yahoud [Jewish Syrian Jews. Indeed, as a result of their
quarter of Damascus] is Palestinian. intensive lobbying, a resolution was sub-
They perform the task of spies and mitted to the Senate last week
on President Nixon to discuss the

o

informers.
—A Syrian Jew of Syrian Jews during his visit this week
to Damascus,
Only 40 years ago, Syria was a hospi-
table home to neaﬁy 30,000 Jews, many Penial: But the Syrians—who claim to

of them prosperous men who played see their Jewish residents as a

influential roles in the country's flourish- threat—are understandably reluctant to

ing cultural and economic life. One E talk about the matter. when

tian Jew founded the Syrian-French daily on such questions as immigration for Jews—

L'Orient. And much of Syria’s foreign they often bury their

trade and tourist industry were managed policies under the blanket of Syrian na- -

by Syrian Jews or largely sponsored and tional security. “Syria has been at war

gromoled on a foreign-investments basis with Israel,” .
y Jews living abroad. Similarly, nearly Abdullah Xhani ared in a recent in- .

all of the professorships at the prestigi terview. “We cannot let our citizens go

University of Damascus were hdswg; to swell the ranks of the Israeli Army.”

European Jews.
Today, however, all that has changed. that the country discriminates against its

For in the years since Israel was founded Jewish citizens. Ambassador Haissam Ke-

as a separate state, Damascus and Jeru- lani, Permanent Re;
salem have become implacable enemies. the United Nations, claims in fact that |
|

And as a result of that fact, Syria has S Jews live “as brothers to S i
ﬁnﬂ yrian Muslims. -

clearly become a most inhospitable place
have equal rights just like other citizens. (i

for Jews to live. The country’s once
Jewish community has dwindled to :ﬁ; For U.S. diplomats stm;g!h; to make

:.QSC?DO pguple. And most ofmth:ﬁ] have :‘dd'lﬁg:ll peace between Syria t;.nd x
& t victims of ial harass-
m uent vi of offici 3 ] Mmﬁnﬁ o mbdm

ment and discrimination. As Jews they cial Syrian stories
cannot travel farther than 2.5 miles from told by Jewish refugees are a and
) tional Stat

home without permission. Special inher-
itance laws provide that at death their
property automatically reverts to the
state. They cannot hold jobs in govern- ent Assad
ment or in banks and they cannot own ly did not push it. “More pressure at this
telephones or buy T.V. sets or automo- E::ﬁ; one Kissinger aide explained it,
biles. In addition, Jews are barred from have been highly indiscreet.
universities and it is only with great dif- And with their destiny caught between
Elculty thxtedtbey can acquire even ﬂ-; Syria's 'm::m;‘: Wash-
ement ucation. More importan i 's di caution,. ) i

7
i
'
H

they live in constant fear of terror

violence. “No one is spared,” said one ter for Syria’s beleaguered Jews.

Newsweek, June 17, 1974

Reprinted with permission
Newsweek International

The American Jewish Commirtee, Institute of Human Relations, 1653“&
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January 9, 1974

S|E) ST rescue

Report on Jews in Arab Lands

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE FOR
RESCUE OF JEWS IN ARAB LANDS

Hostages pray for dead pilots

These photographs reprinted from a
Synan Military newspaper should be of
p&rtl_cular interest to Beth Tzedec. The
caption under the picture with the five
coffins (translated from the Arabic)
reads: “The burial of five Israeli pilots
thse planes were shot down over Syrian
territory. The service is conducted by
Rabbi Ibrahim Hamra of Damascus.”
Shown in the picture from the left are
Rabbi Hamra; an agent of the Deuxieme
Bureau (Syrian Secret Police) with sun
EJISES: Rabbi Zaki Minfakh wearing a

A careful analysis would question the
area as a cemetery — the wire fence — no
grave markers — the absence of freshly
dug graves — the four pails; no minyan is
present; the Rabbis hold no prayer books.
What is the large dark mass in the
foregound? Blood? Are the streaks on
the second coffin also blood? What are
the dark areas under the second and third
coffins? Were indeed the Israeli pilots
killed when their planes crashed? Perhaps
Rabbi Hamra, a hostage in his native
Syna, is forced to appear at a mock burial
of murdered Israeli pilots.

_Informed sources report the only

b w cemetery, on the outskirts of

—_—e—

)

Damascus, is now covered by a highway
to the airport.

The Rabbi of Damascus

Rabbi Ibrahim Hamra is the 34 year
old Orthodox rabbi of Damascus, Syria
who was first contacted in Apnil, 1972 by
the late Dr. Ronald Feld, and to whom all
parcels of religious articles and cables are
now sent by the Beth Tzedec Committee.
It was Rabbi Hamra who send the cable
to the late Dr. Feld — the last message
from the Damascus Jewish Community —
the day before the Yom Kippur war.

“Now smile: look friendly."...

The picture with the group shows: a
Syrian soldier; Mr. Salim Totah (facing
the camera — who is the head of the
Damascus Jewish community, but lives

outside the ghetto walls); an unknown

man (back to camera); Rabbi Hamra
(extreme right); the agent of the Deux-

ieme Bureau (in glasses and at the Rabbi’s

side in both pictures); Rabbi Minfakh (in

fez with his back to the camera). The

icture states the

ti under this e sl .
oo yrian andJewish

congeniality of the
communities.

Parcels

Although an
in Syria two b

in
Damascus. Our Committee decided every

sent to Rabbi Ibrahim Hamra
effort should be tried so that the
Damascus Jewish community knows
someone has not forgotten. Items in the
boxes (all texts are in the Sephardic
tradition):

Prayer book (in Hebrew and French);
Dreydels; Bibles (in French and Hebrew);
Children’s book of Hebrew alphabet:
child’s beginner book of Hebrew (French
and Hebrew); Haggadah (Hebrew and
French); children’s tzitzis; Booklets-grace
after meals (Spanish-Portugese Tradition):
Mini Sidurim; Miniature book of Psalms:
Hebrew calendar.

The cost of $100.00 for articles and
postage of $48.00 was supplied by
donations to the Dr. Ronald
Foundation for Jews from Ara ;




THI-'.‘ RESCUE COMMITTEE is a
newly formed committee at Beth Tzedec
lor the pupose of assisting fellow Jews in
gglltlcui trouble anywhere in the world
The chairman is Judy Fel I vice chairman
15 Dr. Murray Freedman

JEWS IN SYRIA

please send the complete set of

the .\‘!lshnu. Rabbi Hamra, Damascus.
Syria." In response to the Rabbi's request
i his last cable, the following items were
#ntin two Purim boxes to Svria
| set Mishnayot Tifereth Yisrael,
volumes
4 Mishnayot miniature complete, 1
volume
30 Megillat Esther, Hebrew only, 25
books .

Whistle type Purim gregeers for child-
ren

Every box sent has contained a quo-
ation from the Psalms Box |
(translated from the French) “Happy
Purim. Be strong, and let your heart take
courage, All ye that wait for the Lord™
{Psalm 31, verse 25 )

In Box 2 was the message: “The Lord
dnswer thee in the day of trouble. The
name of the God of Jacob set thee upon
high.” (Psalm 29, verse 2.)

The Dr. Ronald Feld Foundation for
Jews from Arab Lands funded the $49.00
for the books and postage of $48.00. Non
delivery and destruction by Syrian postal
officals of many previous boxes sent from
other parts of the world necessitates
registered, first class, air mail.

During the Yom Kippur war, Israeli
planes bombed military targets in Syria.
One was situated in Damascus adjacent to
a hospital and the ghetto walls. The
bombs blasted a hole in a section of the
wall which was used as an escape route to
BCI!_‘UI. Lebanon for about 50 trapped
Syrian Jews. They were hidden by the
Lebanese Jewish community; but, be-

=Ll —

February 20, 1974

o= "R rescue

¥We are appealing to your Excellency in the nase of humanity, to use your
good off{ces with the Lebansse Coverrsment te obtain exit permits on our
behalf, while making it clear that you are propared to grant us asylua

in the United States, under the

parols authority provisionas.

reciation for your kind attention and husanitarian concerm.
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Respectrully,
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cause they had no passports, the escapees
were unable to leave Lebanon. An appeal
was sent to President Nixon. A copy of
part of the document is reproduced with
signatures in French and Arabic. Note
what appears to be the signatures of
families.

The Beth Tzedec Rescue Committee
also received a plea for assistance and was
awaiting a complete list of the escapees
names when the following was reported:

The escapees were hidden in cargo
boxes and loaded aboard a Pan Am cargo
plane flying to Paris, France. Here, they
received American visas and walked onto
El Al planes bound for Israel. “My
father’s in Jerusalem™ was the joyful cry
of one young Syrian Jew now living in
the U.S. Everyone is safe, except two
teen age boys who were kidnapped while
on the streets of Beirut; Isaac Gaddeh, 18
years old, and Albert Hasbani, 19 years
old (the boys) are believed to be

A3~ T
,/Iﬁ:?n K' - %'\\\‘b\\fgg%:%‘ﬁ,: _..,,—:;_Ll

okl

:\'.'% )
CAQ;!:_‘ . e
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imprisoned outside Damascus. No further
information is available.

Rabbi Hamra remains with
Jewish hostages still in Syria.

those j
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Jewry in foreign lands

Report from the Commi .
Fureign Lands mmittee for Jewry in

SIMON KHABAS
(4 Syrian Jewish Escapee living in Israel
requinng heart surgery ) )

The Dr. Ronald Feld Foundation
teceived $1,383.00 raised by the students
of the Beth Tzedec Congregational school
during their two week "sp‘ccnd" raffle in
ad of Simon Khabas; $37.00 was netted
by the Congregational teen-agers at their

special” dance. v

Dr. E. Kazzam (Simon’s doctor ‘in

lsel) detailed Simon’s escape from
Syna:
. For the last 8 years, the Khabas family
A3 attempted without success, to get
permission for Simon to travel from Syria
10 France for treatments. Simon himself,
lllli repeatedly attempted to escape; each
tme the Syrian authorities caught and
¢eined him. After his release, his
trothers and sisters were arrested and
beaten for several weeks. (Simon is the
youngest of 6.)

After an interview with the Minister of
the Interior, requesting Simon be allowed
0 go the Beirut, Lebanon, a deposit of
$3,000 was demanded; then, the brother
was severely beaten for daring to talk to
the minister! Wi

Some 14 months later, permission was
granted for Simon to go to Beirut for one
month only with a “security deposit” of
§400.00.

_The Beirut Jewish community pro-
wided for Simon’s care. Doctors suggested
Simon go to Paris for further tests. In
Damascus, the family applied for a Syrian
passport to enable Simon to go to Paris.
Synian authorities insisted on Simon's
mmediate return as the month was up.
The Khabas family was then subjected to
further beatings by the Syrians.

No specifics are reported, but next
Simon is in Israel being admitted to the
Tel Hashamere Hospital for tests! These
iesults are being translated into English
and will be forwarded for evaluation by
Toronto cardilogists.

THE PALESTINIANS:

The English press reports much about
the rights of the Palestinians and their
losses. Frequently their acts of terrorism
10 without punishment by world govern-
ments. What about confiscation of Jewish

operty by Arab countries? In Syria,
' standards, the figure of

Jewish property seized is two billion
dollars.

EYE WITNESS REPORT: “WE SPOKE
TO THE JEWS WHO MUST LIVE IN
SYRIA™

The April 28, 1974 edition of
“Epoca™ (Italy) published a lengthy,
detailed article by Mr. Livio Caputo who
went to Syra with photographer, Mauro
Galligani, to investigate the rape and
multilation of four Syrian Jewish girls:
sisters, Tony, Lora, and Sarah Zeybalk,
and Eva Saad, and the arrest of two Jews
and two Arabs charged with the crime.

Since several years have passed since
even an non-Jewish foreigner was permit-
ted near the Jewish community in Syria,
their account becomes of utmost impor-
tance. 7

Space limits printing the entire article.
It does, however, confirm by eye witness,
again all that has been previously printed
in this bulletin with added details:

Their arrival in Syria, coincided with

the Jewish protest of the girls’ murder
“that ended in a violent police charge.”

When a young girl tried to speak to thg'm,l

but in “Arabic which they could
understand, “gorillas™ attempt to
the men into a car; the girl is |

public opinion, 3 innocent victims of the
Middle East conflict who had the courage
to denounce the duress they are forced to
live under.”

The Syran official statement of W'hz

can not these Jews leave: they are
perfectly happy and pleased with their
condition and have nothing to fear from
the authorities. Later statements, how-
ever, by another government official
stated: ‘“‘we have no intention of
strengthing Israel by allowing the Synian
Jews to move to Israel.”

Syrian authorities allowed Mr. Caputo
to meet outside the ghetto with Selim
Totha, 70, president of the Jewish
Council of Damascus and Ibrahim Hamra,
35, the new chief Rabbi, in the shop of
Joseph Jejati, a rich prominent Jew.
talk would have been rather illuminati
had not both evidently been intimida
by the presence of a Government official,
who never let them out of his sight.”
When asked why the girls ran away if
things were so good the Jewish answer
was: “they were poor, uneducated girls

.."” Earlier, the Syrian Police line had
told the reporter: ** ... the men
specialized in the
flight of rich Jews ...” (To quote only
parts of the article.)

“In spite of all controls, we succeeded

in arranging a meeting, out of reach of
microphones and inquisitive ears, with a

leader of the Jewish Community.”
The article continues:

... being so few, they are exposed to the
risk of being sacrificed.”

1. Although the Syrian Government
kl".ig‘-.

has no direct responsibility in |
of the 4 girls, a Press hate camp:
against Israel so vicious that

Jew looks like a virtu
teen-age boys wer
attempting to cross

organization of the

“. .. wemust
not forget the rights of the Syrian Jews
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Report on Jewry in foreign lands

"ONE JEW WILL HELP ... "

“He's a Canadian doctor. He cares, |
heard it on the radio.” So began the chill-
ing tale by Simon Khabas to Judy Feld as
they sat in Jerusalem. The translation
from Arabic into English was by Dr.
Aaron Kazzam X ’

_Alter the tall, slim, blond, handsome,
17 year old controlled his sobs upon
leamning that the doctor (the late Ronald
Feld), who had given him hope and cour-
dge to escape was no longer alive, Simon
continued:

“Because of this radio report of a doc-
tor in Canada who wished to help me, my
brothers and sisters were able to persuade
my parents that I, the voungest of six and
sickly, must escape from Damascus,
Syna. A Jew on the outside cared about
me! [ would get help.

“My health prdblems were worst in
1967 when I fainted and turned blue. A
Jewish specialist (who is denied hospital
privileges because he is Jewish) wrote a
medical document requesting the Syrian
authorities permit me to travel to Beirut,
Lebanon or France for medical treat-
ment.

“Request refused.

“Finally I was allowed to travel beyond
the 3 mile restriction for Jews to the
Damascus hospital. Here a French and
Czech doctor recommended 1 go to Bei-
rut, Lebanon for treatment.

; “Permission denied by Syrian authori-
ies,

“l had no medical treatment from
1967 to 1973.

“After this news in 1972 that a Cana-
dian doctor wanted to help, my brother
Wwas encouraged to go to the Minister of
Interior in Damlascus for a visa. Suddenly,
yes, [ could go to Lebanon. But moments
before 1 was to leave came the notice:
‘Permission denied; you are a Jew.'

“At the end of 1972, in desperation
my brother posed as a Lebanese and ob-
lained two travelling permits. We were
discovered and sent back to Damascus by
the Syrian Secret Police.

"In early 1973, my brother gave $500
(collected by our poor Jewish Commun-
ity) to a Syrian Arab to smuggle me to
At the boprder he turned me
police. My five brothers and
re arrested and beaten.

= ical treatment was required in Europe.
But a passport was needed to leave Leb-
anon.

$1,200.00 was given to the Syrian au-
thorities in Damascus for a passport.
None was ever sent. However, Simon fled
Lebanon with a group of Syrian escapees
for France, then to Israel.

Simon knows nothing about the safety
of his family in Damascus. His always sad
eyes show his loneliness and constant
worry. A bluish tinge around his lips is
the only sign of his illness. As yet he has
not mastered Hebrew (in Syria he was de-
nied an education).

His home in Israel is with an E ian
Jewish family; but he has very little. Med-
ical treatment is given at the Tel Hasho-
mer Hospital. Schooling is being arranged.

He brightened and was very excited
when Judy Feld gave him a book about
Canada purchased with finds raised by |
our Congregational school.

A parcel of clothing — blue jeans — a -
radio — candies — from the “Dr. Ronald
Feld Foundation" has been sent to
Simon; necessities and a little hope, while
his medical reports are studied in Tor-

SIMON KHABAS onto. i\
July, 1974, Israel If only his parents could be told:
Simon Khabas is alive!
*Six months later in June 1973, a one
month visa was granted after the Syrian PARCELS

police were paid $400.00. My parents
were imprisoned. Regardless of this pay-
ment, | think, someone must have said
something for me! There must have been
a reason they let me go.”

From Canada at this particular time,
the late Dr. Ronald Feld had been send-
ing a series of weekly cables to Rabbi
Hamra in Damascus inquiring about the
health of Simon Khabas. No replies were
ever received. Perhaps the messages were
directed to the Syrian authorities instead.

Simon Khabas did go to Beirut, Leb-
anon.

Arriving alone, sick, without money, he
found the Synagogue and introduced
himself to the Rabbi. The -
community s ed
four months:
Aliss”,
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At 12:16 am. on August 28, 1974 g o
Rabbi Ibrahim Hamra in Damascus, Syria DAMAS 32/30 28 1702
%35 cabled in French from the Commit- ol

tee for Jewry in Foreign Lands: *“The &

Jewish Community in Toronto, Canada L i ONALD FELD
wishes you, their Jewish brothers in :;n;‘:;;u D:ﬂwa v ;
N CaNala

Synia, best wishes for a good and healthy
year. We beg you send news.”

CHANGE THE REPORT!

AU 11:30 p.m. on September 4, 1974,
Judy Feld received a cable (translated
from the French): “Dr. Ronald Feld, A
good year. | beg you send the series of
the Gemorah with Commentary in He-
brew and other cultural objects and finan-
cial aid. Thank you. Best wishes. Rabbi
Ibrahim Hamra, Damascus, Syria.”

This is the first cable received any-

BONNE ANKEE PRIERE D'EMWOYER SERIE GUEMARAN COMMENTZE EN
MEBREU OUTRES OBJUETS CULTES AICE FIMANCIERE NERCI SALUTATIONS

RABBl IBRANIF HAMRA

L T T Ty

professionals die, none are trained to take
their place.

It is surprising to learn there are many
children in the ghetto. Girls marry as
young as 15 and have large families.

THE ELEVEN MOTHERS OF {
ALEPPO... r

COMMENTARY - hard cover.

1 SHULCHAN ARUCH

6 HOSEFER - first readers in Hebrew
last page with “*Hatikvah™ torn out.
20 BOOKS FOR SLICHOT SERVICE

All books are in French and Hebrew.

th_rc in the world since our cable of
Purim, March 3, 1974. “Committees for
Jews from Arab Lands™ located in Eur-
Ope report their efforts to cable Rabbi
Hamra in Damascus return marked “per-
Son non existent™ or such remarks. Only

Each parcel contained the message in
French:
“Happy New Year,

Be strong and let your heart take courage
All you that wait for the Lord."

Eleven Jewish women from Aleppo,

Sytia were recently taken to Damascus
prison and tortured until they revealed
who had smuggled their children out of

Syria. An escapee who was related to one
of the women and saw her on two occa- |
sions after the event told: *‘the woman
was tied hand and foot with wire,
strapped inside a big lorry tire with her
head downwards. Electric shocks were -
applied. After 36 hours the woman con-
fessed and was permitted to retum home.
She awakes shrieking in the night.”*

“SYRIAN JEWS EXISTS™ ...

cables with the signature of the late Dr. Psalm 31

Ronald Feld arrive; for this reason the
late D!. Feld’s name is still used by our
Committee.

Two parcels from the DR. RONALD
FELD FOUNDATION are already in the
mail; if they arrive the Rabbi's requests
will be immediately sent. Just what hap-
pened to the money sent some time ago is

As usual the boxes were sent first class
air mail; the entire cost of parcels and
postage was paid by THE DR. RONALD
FELD FOUNDATION of Beth Tzedec

Congregation.

“WE DIDN'T KNOW? ™

under investigation. The *“*Canadian Com-
mittee” will supply financial aid.

_Escapees report that all Hebrew re-
ligious books from homes and synagogues
were bumt in 1967 — reminiscent of an-
other dark era. Simon Khabas tells he
9aw: “no books in the synagogue; services
were conducted from memory or what
we leam from our parents. The only re-
ligious books in Damascus now are those
gnowl;:i"ia by the Syrian authorities from

We will continue . . .

PARCELS ...

In two boxes sent to Rabbi Hamra in
WEre —
| VELVET “KIPPA™ for David Khabas,
father of Simon.
8CHILDREN'S ROSH HASHANAH

The Syrian policy of deceiving the
world: no one should know — but quietly
the Jews of Syria must be destroyed.
However, the group of 84, who escaped
during the Yom Kippur war when a bomb
blasted a hole in the ghetto wall, de-
scribed the ghetto as one of misery to
Judy Feld during her visit to Israel this
summer. Harassment of Jews is common-
place. Since the Yom Kippur war Jews
stay inside as much as possible terrified of
attack from their neighbours. Young
women never walk alone in the streets.

The mud homes have one room o a
family — at night, for sleeping; in the day-
time, the man’s work place.

The streets are mud. Sanitation is de-
plorable. Electricity is cut .Uff"-?it.-m
o’clock. -

October 1 will be the scene of a n
“sleep-in” by our Beth Tzedec Yo
(joined by some parents! ) protesting the
plight of the Jews forced to remain in
Syria. More details on the “Youth P
SPONSOR THEM! SUPPORT T
JOIN THEM!

PROFESSOR SA

The Beth Tzedec Succah, on Tuesday
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“OMMUNICATION i

At 12:16 a.m. on August 28, 1974

E:lbb: Ibrahim Hamra in Damascus, S_grm
‘:l& cabled in French from the Commit-
J: for Jewry in Foreign Lands: “The
“Wish Community in Toronto, Canada
;ushes you, their Jewish brothers in
¥0a, best wishes for a good and healthy
Year. We beg you send news."

CHANGE THE REPORT?!

At 11:30 p.m. on September 4, 1974
gudy Feld received a cable (translated
rom the French): “Dr. Ronald Feld. A
ﬁod year. | beg you send the series of

¢ Gemorah with Commentary in He-
b‘_rew and other cultural objects and finan-
;:lll 3id. Thank you. Best wishes. Rabbi
brahim Hamra, Damascus, Syria.™

'nm_ls the first cable received any-
;rhgre in the world since our cable of
Jumn, March 3, 1974. “Committees for
ews from Arab Lands” located in Eur-
@pe report their efforts to cable Rabbi
amra in Damascus return marked “per-
$0n non existent” or such remarks. Only
cables with the signature of the late Dr.
Ronald Feld arrive; for this reason the
fate Dq. Feld’s name is still used by our
Committee.

Two parcels from the DR. RONALD
FE!.,D_ FOUNDATION are already in the
mail, lf'they arrive the Rabbi's requests
will be immediately sent. Just what hap-
pened to the money sent some time ago is
under investigation. The “‘Canadian Com-
mittee” will supply financial aid.

 Escapees report that all Hebrew re-
ligous books from homes and synagogues
were bumt in 1967 — reminiscent of an-
other dark era. Simon Khabas tells he
8w “no books in the synagogue; services
were conducted from memory or what
we leam from our parents. The only re-
ligious books in Damascus now are those
g(:::f'!n by the Syrian authorities from

We will continue . . .

PARCELS . . .

In two boxes sent to Rabbi Hamra in
were —

1 VELVET “KIPPA™ for Davi
:élhé;ﬁ;&mn avid Khabas,
CHILDREN'S ROSH HASHANAH
COLOURING BOOKS — front pages
Magen containing Rosh Hashanah card
th Magen David torn out.
HZORIM FOR YOM KIPPUR —
er printed in France,
SCUMESIE WITI R asul

L™=l §[i"/e) rescue
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BONNE ANKEE PRIERE D'EWOYER SERIE GUEMAARAW CORMENTEZE EN
HEBREU OUTRES OBJETS CULTES AICE FIMANCIERE MEACI SALUTATIONRS

RABBI IBRAHIR HANRA

professionals die, none are trained (o take
their place.
It is surprising to learn there are many

children in the ghetto. Girls mamry as
young as 15 and have large families.

THE ELEVEN MOTHERS OF
ALEPPO. ..
Eleven Jewish women from Aleppo, |
Sytia were recently taken to :
prison and tortured until they revealed |
who had smuggled their children out of
;
i
i

COMMENTARY — hard cover.

1 SHULCHAN ARUCH

6 HOSEFER - first readers in Hebrew
last page with “*Hatikvah" torn out.
20 BOOKS FOR SLICHOT SERVICE

All books are in French and Hebrew.
Each parcel contained the message in
French:

“Happy New Year,
Be strong and let your heart take courage

All you that wait for the Lord.”
Syria. An escapee who was related to one

of the women and saw her on two occa-
sions after the event told: *“‘the woman
was tied hand and foot with wire,
strapped inside a big lorry tire with her
head downwards. Electric shocks were
applied. After 36 hours the woman con-
fessed and was permitted to retum home.
She awakes shrieking in the night.”

.,'
“SYRIAN JEWS EXISTS" . .. {
The Beth Tzedec Succah, on Tuesday 1 |

Psalm 31

As usual the boxes were sent first class
air mail; the entire cost of parcels and
postage was paid by THE DR. RONALD
FELD FOUNDATION of Beth Tzedec
Congregation.

“WE DIDN'T KNOW? " .

The Syrian policy of deceiving the
world: no one should know — but quietly
the Jews of Syria must be destroyed.
However, the group of 84, who escaped
during the Yom Kippur war when a bomb
blasted a hole in the ghetto wall, de-
scribed the ghetto as one of misery to
Judy Feld during her visit to Israel this

October 1 will be the scene of 2 mass
“sleep-in” by our Beth Tzedec Youth
(joined by some parents! ) protesting the
plight of the Jews forced to remain in
Syria. More details on the “Youth Page™
SPONSOR THEM! SUPPORT THEM!

summer. Ha;assme‘ll"ll of ’]cews is comTon- JOIN THEM! =
place. Since the Yom Kippur war Jews e | '
stay inside as much as possible terrified of ~ PROFESSOR SAULFRIEW 5-__ g

attack from their neighbours. Young
women never walk alone in the streets.

The mud homes have one room (o a
family — at night, for sleeping; in the day-
time, the man's work place.

The streets are mud. Sanitation is de-
plorable. Electricity is cut off at nine
o'clock.

Jews are permitted only manual work.
Although there is no law barring Jews
from other employment, only a s
matter of delays, creating despair
wearing away human dignity.

Wil speak at Batli 22 i
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Report on Jewry in foreign lands

"DR.RONALD FELD,
TORONTO, CANADA. r
ON THE EVE OF TH
E NEW YEAR AC- ID
§EE§5T MY BEST WISHES FOR HAPPI- @jl\\\['@a
ot TWO PACKAGES ARRIVED. I ! ool
BEG MO e D ] Wy Telecemmuiicar~ns
s HEL AND OTHER RELIGIOUS
HL\jECTS' THANK YOU. RABBI IBRA- #0AAE61C1913532)
lHMIRA.DAMAS(‘US,SYRI,\_“ OT3108 VIA COTC VCAOE2 SYASBA 6092
WTE; cable, translated from the French, CAMX HL SYDA 032
on Thursday, September 19, 1974 DAMAS 32/31 1§ 1105

3t 8:30 pm. It is a direc

.m. ¢t reply to the
Etlh Tzedec, Committee For Jewry in
Oreign Lands’ cable of Saturday, Sep—

tember 14, 1974, at 11:50 p.m.: LT
m‘:‘m‘i’t“"hry year from the Jewish Com- IF 7824168 DOCTEUR RONALD FELD
Y of Toronto. Have you received TORONTO CANADA

nU;e New Year packages? “Please send
% Immediately.” Included was a pre-

Paid answer of 30 words.
THERE IS NO BOOK OF RACHEL! L L e
thCould “Rachel” refer to Rachel Khabas PASUETS ARRIVEES PRIERZ Ewiotee LIVE RAS R |
m:mol:er of Simon? For in one of the QULTZS MERCI
e P“I 2ges, the Rabbi says he received, RABBI IBRAHIM HAMRA
bas"a velvet “kippa™ marked “‘David Kha-
il Only through a free Simon could |
we know the name of his mother. If this |
:delhz meaning, the remedy is easy! In-
the next parcel, containing the com-
pllete Go_volumcs of the Gemorah (re- ]
;I;;:Itd in the cable of September 4, :
-pou“;ah‘:};a“a cover with the notation,  of Rachel she cried so bitterly that his Dr. Ronald Feld. During his lifetime,
achel Khabas™. mother's tears deeply moved God Himself  “Rubin” Feld tried to practice the teach-
ing of the Talmud: “He who saves one I |

and He promised to lead the children of _ D 52 L
life is as if he saved the world”. We who

'HE CODE IS TOO SIMPLE . .. Israel back to their land. W . ho
Ibrahim Hamra is a Rabbi, a Jew, a Inserted in the parcel containing the are alive and free must attempt to dong
Omplex man. Various people‘ have been  Cemorah is also a quotation in reply from less. e ol
onsulted — scholars, Rabbis, escapees Joshua 1:6: *“Be strong and cour- Donations in memory, or in honour of
'ho were friends of Rabbi Hamra in  2860US..." a loved one, or rejoicing in an occasion,
Y3, and all incline to the following or in aid of the Jews in Arab lands, can be
&= Prition; REMEMBER ... made by contacting: e g

On Rosh Hashanah the Torah rtion Last year on the eve of Yom Ki r /
leremiah 31:2:20) “ . .. Rachel \S:eping our Committee received a disturll,:!i,:g Mrs. Sarah Leve ....
ot her children. She refuseth to be com-  cable from Rabbi Hamra in Damascus. It  Mrs. Ricky Mason..
rted for her children, because they are  shook us with fear and gloom. The next Mrs. Ruth Foster
Xiled ... " is chanted by Jews all over  day Syria attacked Israel. Or by mailing f
‘¢ world, whether in the luxury of an air Sl
nﬁ,m:d Slymgogue with the murmer  WEEP AS RACHEL . .. NALD
s laughter or i i il BT
hetto spied g:llpon . ;n :::rer:-us;;gl,; ;f Our tears must also bec_om_: continued
re the sound of a shofar means cer.  9ctds of action: sending the “Post Cards
in death. of Hope™ to the President of Syria, the
Prime Minister of Canada, telegrams, let-
Is not Rabbi Hamra pleading with us:  ters to members of government, cables,
W who have freedom and comforts, financial help, and parccls to Syni:
iy you have happiness too...but  well as contnibutions to the F
tp, weep for us as bitterly as Rachel  named in memo .
for her children? According to leg-  is still the o
\ Jewish exiles passed the grave  trapped in the
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April 20, 1975

MY SONG TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE

Ml men are brotfiers and each

|j||e s my own,

¥ Jewish people thyc ;

34 ough, of ancient

;lol.k and fame, of you [ grew. ;
£leaming spark 41 first and

(5] -
'}‘I'lcb:knm\n_ but drawn to you,
.h park rose and became a flame.
€N :nemies their dusty storm
=8NSt you rise,

“elagainst it, turnin
"l agai . 1o the :
my Jewish face . Ay

"When dark b
-grey cloud
:<91d dt.\ccndcd, 3 upon your

28y wath v o
'tnd} Witlh you my people 1o the

UThls verse (rom the poem by LEIB
rJLI:I:S_M. r‘e'.td by Dr. Saul Friedman at
ur “Shabbat of prayer for Jews in Arab

nds”. is printed here because of several
members” requests

SYRIA

JEI\H}: |§R,-\hl. PUBLIC COUNCIL FOR
5 IN ARAB COL NTRIES, chaired
by Supreme Court Justice: Huim Cohn,
smed'in a recent letter: ** cannot tell
You of developments as no news is reach-
Mg Us — but the general feeling is that
there is a hardening in the at:itude of Syr-
un authorities regarding any possibility
of emigration — even for the purpose of
family reunions . . ™

The Israelis are less than thirty miles
from Damascus. j

SYRIAN HOSTAGES USED i
SOVIET JEWS . . . kige <

In February 975 Syrian President
Hafez el-Assad declared in an interview
with representative Stephen J Solar:
{Democrar N Y.). a member of the U.S.
House Foreign Affairs Committee, and
the first Jewisl Congressman to be grant-
ed an interview:

1\:0 member of the Jewish Community
uﬂ'f_ be granted permission to leave
Syrie.” He further explained that if Svria
allowed emigration of her Jews, then
Syria would be unable to pressure the
 Soviet Union not to permit the emigra-

tion of Sovier Jews to Israel.

CABLES . ..

On March 4, 1975 The Committee sent
the following cables: “Rabbi Ibrahim
Hamra, Damascus. Syria, Happy Pesach.
Have you received the packages? Answer
What you have received. More tefillin will
gmud we hrf‘pe the Book of Rachel

also, Best wishes.

" was a prepaid reply of 35

[o)E0Y S]] lﬂlﬂnr_—ul@ rescu

“Should the world hear the scream from

the Damascus Jews locked up in a nameless
street, it would be shocked.” - Ole Roessel,

December 21, 1974 in “Poliliken™, Cop-

enhagen.

An attempt was made to reach Rabbi
Yomtov Yadid in Aleppo, Syria — “The
Jewish Community of Toronto, Canada
sends you wishes for a happy Pesach. We
will be happy to send you books or other

- religious articles at your request. Answer

immediately. Best wishes.™
A prepaid answer was also

BOXES...

Students
for Oppressed
our Cominittee

*E g

the Jewish Community in Damascus,
Syria. The postage and contents of one
box was supplied by these students. Their
money is raised through the sale of but-
tons and bumper stickers both of which
they designed. While vacationing in the
U.S. the students had purchased a set of
refillin. books of bible stories for children
in French, and several books of Psalms.
Other items in the boxes included those
requested by Rabbi Hamra — [6 sets of
tefillin. and the Mishna with commentary
by Eliezer Levi in 6 volumes. '

THE DR. RONALD FELD FOUNDA-
TION provided funds for the contents
and postage of the other two boxes.

JEWS FROM ARAB LANDS . ..

In Toronto, Jews who have come from |
Arab countries are of the Sephardic tradi-
tion with their culture. music, and pray-
ers influenced by the Arabic way o'P;;'.fé.; |
half are Spanish speaking, half are French
speaking. Lack of acceptance by the l
Jewish Community, the fast industrial
pace in Toronto. and the difficulties of a
middle class adjustment to a lower in-
come and status are among the problems
of these immigrants. Three of their con-
cerns include youth. the aged, and the
family. '

Their youth feels unwanted and are un-
invited by most youth groups in Ash-
kenazai synagogues.

Because housing is no longer
enough to inclued aged members, a:
traditional, they must find separate a
commodation. These elde eople &
further hampered ngu J
which is not .
French/Spanish or Ara
gram is necessary for t

The problem:
authority, a
erty, create
closely-knit anc

These are

|
l
{

l
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Report on Jews in Arab lands

SYRIA
THE INCREDIBLE LINK . ..

C:t?l: the evening of March 22, 1975 a
i from Damascus, Syria was received
Oronto, in translation it reads:

"DOCTOR RONALD FE T
T0,CANADL. LD, TORON-

HAPPY PESACH. | H E

! AVE RECEIVED
Egg MISHNAH AND TEFILLINS. I
i YOU TO SEND MEZUZAHS AND
“DK%TLEBIEGCJEU FOR TEFILLIN
! TURAL OBIJECTS.
THANK YOU. GOOD WISHES.

RABBI IBRAHIM HAM RA

“MINIPOGROM”™ . . .

Eye-witnesses who returned to Europe
:‘LPO;Hd’ gangs of young Syrians invaded
ewish quarter of Damascus and ran-
sacked Jewish homes. They said several
people were injured and the contents of
Jewish homes thrown into the street.
Syrian police were present but did not in-
lenvene to protect the victims of what
was called 2 “mini-pogrom”.

The tme of this Damascus *‘mini-
Pogrom™ would coincide with the last
cable fequesting a non existent “Book of
Rachel”. A code of Rabbi Hamra to Tor-
onto Jewry signifying another unknown
temor. As Rachel wept for the safety of
ber children in exile, the Rabbi pleads for
lrhe.nl'ety of his Jews from the brutal,
h'az_x = like conditions in Damascus,
Syria. They ask our help.

TEFILLIN FOR THE JEWS
DAMASCUS .. . or

One simple and immediate message of
courage for these Jews is our sending
tefillin. Do you have a spare set? Or can
you contribute towards the cost of a
pair? Please leave it at the Shul office for
THE DOCTOR RONALD FELD FOUN-
DATION. Twenty-five more tefillin are
needed to fulfil Rabbi Hamra's original
request,

The difficult task of attempting a res-
:;rt;ﬁltllcntlifz:: Details will be reported in

3OXES.....

_The latest box to Rabbi Hamra con-
those things he requested in his

fen mezuzas, three books of the

)

Telecommunicziions

DABAEE
BA3467(221532)
0TB4B1 VIA COTC VCA450 SYAS72 6158
CATO KL SYDA 033
DAMAS 33/32  13/3 2230
7 1y % |
A P ,
TF DOCTEUR ROWALD FELD 73 '
3.”‘;7?7:-4 I
CANADA ‘ E i | |

JOYEUX PESACH STOP RECU SERIE MICHANAN TEFILLINS PRIERE EWOYEZ |
MEZOUZOLTES LIVRES PRIERES TELILLINS AUTRES OBJETS CULTES MERCI

SALUTATIONS
RABBI IBRANIN NAMRA

one or organization with direct communi-
cation with Syria except the Foundation.
All parcels sent through THE DR. RON-
ALD FELD FOUNDATION have arrived
in Damascus. The Founda will i
every effort to send the ] na-
tion to the Jews of Damascus. p {
1

haftorah portion of Jeremiah (containing
the reference to Rachel weeping for her
children), several sets of tefillin, an olive
wood scroll for counting the Omer. Con-
tents and postage were paid by contribu-
tions to DR. RONALD FELD FOUNDA-

TION: be more gratifying than this ex
these Temple youth who care? .
TEMPLE YOUTH HEARS “THE you make us all proud!

SCREAM FROM THE STREET WITH
NO NAME” ...

THE EASTERN LAKES FEDERA-
TION OF TEMPLE YOUTH, a Reform
Jewish Youth Group composed of high
school students from Southern Ontario,
Western New York, Pennsylvania, and
Eastern Ohio, raised $800.00 which they
donated to the DR. RONALD F
FOUNDATION. They explained
each year they raise funds which
donated to a needy
their board designate
with the stipulation the
directly in funds
of months they
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Report on Jews in Arab lands

o, Le
" ]tESt £tters sent by the Committee
€wsin Foreign Lands

! May 20, 1975.
r. Allan J. Mac Eachen,
'Nister of External Affairs,

OUse of Commons.
Bawa, Ont.

ear Mr. MacEachen:

;\E:Im I am wrting to vou because of
?Eard;gcfhm Ithe Canadian government
g, € plight of the Jews forced
emain in Syri, gl e Jews forced to

_As you stated to me in vour last letter
”‘:]"n::]t:ﬂ.;l 1974, “the Canadian gov.
s si:uatm“ continue m‘Iu[lnw closely
S ion c_bl the Jewish communities
A Syna, and take whatever steps may be
Ffacticable to show our concern™. How-
f::r. the deterioration in their situation
b: DI?W resulted in what has been termed
o the London Daily Telegraph as a
SPPOgrom™ in the Jewish ghetto of
mascus. March 26, 1975,

hE\’ig ll'le application made in Septem-
Olfl-AI 72 to reunite the Sabbagh family
T *ppo. Syria, with their brother in
ﬁ'::iﬂl:l:olhfis not materialized. We, as Jews
1L Al in our history iet di G

heas been ineffectual, e iPaoR

According to the Jewish Telegraphic
;:gncy (JTA) Press Releasc Ag[,m:p 9,
3, Senator George McGovern (D.SD),
aiman, Senate Foreign Relations Sub-
committee on the Middle East, raised the
possibility of the emigration of the Synan
.'!ews’ to lh.e United States at his recent
meeting with Syrian President Hafez al-
Asad in Damascus. McGovern said that
Assad told him that he could not allow
the Syrian Jews to 80 to Israel and there-
by strengthen a nation with which Syria
:;mastgte ofwa_u'. McGovern said he told
e Syrian President that arrangements
could be made to admit Syrian Jews to
the US. Assad replied that he would per-
mit such emigration on condition that the
US. enacted a law forbidding these Jews
from ever going to Israel.

The fact _thal_ Mr. Assad, for the first
ime is considering the possibility of emi-
p:lipn-o_f his Jewish citizens, even with
ﬁ:l;'w::ns. :sb considered by this com-

_ a break t i =
sty hrough in the Syr
We, therefore, request the External Af-
partment of Canada to continue
good offices, and through ap-

“In the Damascus Ghetro, the children
are never without fear".

propriate diplomatic channels to make
available the necessary visas for that Jew-
ish community of approximately 4,500
individuals, to emigrate to Canada, and
therefore not to Israel.

The Canadian Jewish Community, as
has been their policy in the past, will ab-
sorb and care for these people without
burden on the Canadian taxpayer.

Canada, with its history of concermn for
the protection of minorities, and in view
of its good relations with the Arab Coun-
tries, must help facilitate this emigration
on humanitarian grounds.

The deprivation of the human rights of
the Jews of Syria urgently requires Can-
ada’s humanitarian intercession before
the Jews face a communal death in event
of another Middle East conflict.

Respectfully yours,

Judy Feld, Mus.M., Mus. Bac.

Chairman N

Committee for Jews in the
Arab Lands i

Copies to: Robert Kapla

Danson, MP., J Rsfl%n _
ell Sharp, M.P
Herb Gray,
David Broac

May 20, 1975

Mr. Ralph Hyman

Editor, Canadian Jewish News
22 Balliol Street#15
TORONTO, Ontario M4S ICI

Dear Editor:

Eleven Jewish mothers in Aleppo re-
cently were brutally tortured unu'ﬁhcy
revealed the names of those people who
had assisted their children in escaping
from Syria. The choice for a Jew in Syria
is escape or live a life without hope.

In February, 1975, President Assad of
Syria told a representative of the United
States Congress that no member of the
Jewish community would be granted per-
mission to leave Syra because it would
weaken Syria's lfosltit:m to put pressure
on the Soviet Union not to permit the
emigration of Soviet Jews to [srael.

Eye witnesses retuming to Europe in
March, 1975, reported a “minipogrom"
in Damascus, Syrna: young Syrians in-
vaded the ghetto, injured several people,
ransacked Jewish homes while the police
stood by and watched giving no assistance
to the victims. At this very time, a dis-
tressing cable was received in Toronto
from the Rabbi in Damascus requesting a
“Book of Rachel”. Since Judaism con-

tains no such book, the interpretation

was taken from Jeremiah 31: 2 — 20:

Rachel weeping for her children in exile;

or simply: '“Hefp'! ‘Getus
To our knowledge, |
the Jews in !

out! ™




Syrian Jews

By SHELDON KIRSHNER
CJN Staff Reporter

DAMASCUS, Syria —

A diplomat at the British embassy
warned me in no uncertain terms not Lo in-
vestigate the condition of Syrian Jewry.
“The Jews aren't treated badly, but :hc

o Sp rians are very touchy about the subject,"
he _;sd_. sipping tea. “*Better stay clear.”
For better or for worse, 1 decided to

) lmmre his advice.

: tention of leaving Syria with-

10 verify the spate of pub-

and pcrstsmnt rumors cgn-
ime limitations not-

and cnpplcd by an
1 sﬁ Iqws nnd ar'bﬂrary

Ofticials angered by questions

are deprived of their basic righs

purations.

A day after my arrival in Damascus, |
went (o the Ministry of Information, which
handles foreign journalists. | told an official
there that I wished (o go to the Jewish quar-
ter and talk to a few Jews. | had no choice
but to seek the ministry ‘s approval because
the government does not look kindly upun
visiturs who try to arrange things them-
sclves.,

My request angered him, **What do you
think, the Jews are in a cage here?™" he
asked, angrily. **The Zionists spread these
scire stories. '

Nonplussed, Isaid 1was interested in the
truth and only the truth — a remark that
seemed to molify him for the moment. In
any cvent, | added, if the government had
nothing 1o hide, then surcly the ministry
would have no objection in complying with
my simple request.

“We'll see...'" he said vaguely as he
ushered me out of the office.

During the remainder of my week's stay |
continually reminded him of my request to
visit the Jewish quarter and speak to the
various personalities in the communilty, but
he fobbed me off by asserting that the mln-
isiry was “'trying to arrange something."

While the Syrians were helpful in ar-
ranging an interview with a Foreign Minis-

try ollicial, tours of Kuneitra and refugee
camps, they remained decidedly cool to my
request regarding the Jews,

An Information Ministry official did
consent o show me three Jewish-owned,
shops in Damascus, and went as far,ag
translating the owners’ yemarks in two olit
of three instancey. Yet. it is equally and
damnably true that they refused to take me

~on a puided tour of the Jewish quarter, and
rebulled my clforts to meet with the chiel

rabbi. Ibrahim Hamra, and with Salim
Totah, the leader of the ll.lnn‘.c us commu-
nll\

.«\Ilhmu.,h Iwas aware of the risks entailed
in poing to the Jewish guarter alone,
without a government escort. [ nevertheless
threw caution to the wind and ventured into
part of the neighborhood that has become a
Nashpoint of world-wide protests and
cdlemunstrations.

Admitiedly, I was somewhat apprehen-
sive as | turncd off the Street Called
Straight, —the oldest street in the world —
toward the Jewish quarter. | had no idea if |
was being followed, but the chances of that
were probably remote because | had not
bothered to notify the ministry that lintend-
ed to explore the quarter without their
co-operation,

Nonetheless, | was plagued by a feeling

ot

that a Syrian security man was no more than
a few steps behind me at all times.

Walking nonchalantly, a camera slung
around my shouldcr, | strode into a sunless |
wargen of crumbling two and three-storey
residential hlllldmh‘. and shops. Civilians g
with firearms were in evidence everywhere. ©
I had no idea who they were, bul pcrhnps
they were Palestinians who lived in the
Jewish qoarter. Thanks to a Protestant
minister who supplicd me with directions
and names (he is pro-Arab in  his
sympathics but is shocked by the treatment
of Syrian Jews), Imanaged to find a Jewish
mercham who must necessarily remain
anonymous.

He was no more than 35 years old,
swarthy with a shock of black hair and a
pencil-thin moustache. His shop, no bigger
than a fair-sized kitchen, was musty, filled
with exquisite silver goblets, candelabras,
miniature horses and camels and intricate
Arabesque breast plates.

Introducing myself, | told him who had
scnt me and the reason for my visit, Speak-
ing in heavily-accented English, he fcipned
ignorance, refusing to discuss the situation
of his fellow Jews,

Cont'd on Paga 16

{See Middle Enst Diary on Page 4)
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Cont'd from Page 1

"We do not talk of
these things,"” he ex-
plained curtly, his face
blushing somewhat.

Inanattempt 1o gain his
confidence. 1 began to
relate to him my experi-
ences with Egvptian Jew-
ry. He listened intently,
hardly batting an evelash.
When I finished ™y story
he offered me Turkish
coffee, and led me into an
airy suniit chamber facing
a lovely courtvard brim-
ming over with rose
bushes.

Excusing himself, the
merchant said he would
feturn in a few minutes
with a friend. a doctor.
The doctor was a stooped
man in his "S0s who spoke
impeccable English with a
French accent. He said he
was willing 1o tell me
whatever | wanted 10

know.
I asked him to confirm
or denv the various

accusations that Jewish
and non-Jewish organiza-
! nshave levelled against
tix Syrian government
vis-avis the Jews.

“We are prisoners in
Damascus,’" he said slow-
lym_th a shocking kind of
finality,"* since we cannot
leave the city without
*  permission. "
~_ Neither, ne noted, is a

Jew permitted to travel to
‘neighboring Arab coun-

- “They claim it is for
protection but who

“The Jeurs

ves them?" he said |

— 18E=
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scornfully. The doctor said
he knew for a fact that
Jews are not allowed to
work in banks and govern-
ment offices.

And the merchant. lean-
ing forward on his wicker
chair, said he must work
through a Muslim when he
imports or cxports goods
and materials.

With a touch of sadness,
he said his membership in
the silversmiths guild had
been revoked many years
ago. ""They said it was just
a formality. but who
knows...""

The doctor said Jews
are forbidden to sell their
properties, and when
there is no heir it falls
automatically into the
hands of the government.
Public meetings cannot be
held in synagogues (there
are said to be about a
dozen in Damascus) for
fear of arousing the
goxernment's suspicion,
and the directors of the
two Jewish schools —
Alliance and the Ben
Maimon Centre — are
govemment
and subject to ¢
tiny. :
Lighting a pipe, the doc-
tor continued by informing

scru-

in Syria are
of their basie rights:

me that prominent mem-
bers of the community are
us'ually'interroga_legt.-ghegl'
a Jew tries to leave the
country illegally. He said
quite an uproar ensued
after Simon Khabas, a
17-year-old Syrian Jew.
went to Israel. ...
Denying some of ;glu_:«.
charges that foreign
ps have lled
fgx:?us:. the government, [Iear a
the doctor said Jews may  lenc
own cars and have tele- know
phones. He also empha-
sized that « curfews: or b
nightlx roll calls were not ¢
imposed. * {
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'€Ws speak to reporter under
watchful eye of official

By SHELDON KIRSHNER
CIN Seafr Repoarter

}\L:scus, Syria —
) § Taiies

| “;-'lr Eli Jaj:u_n. his brother Joseph
=5 Jun Sala_lam| tell it. tiie plight of
ﬂllic.ﬂsﬂr}l 'S nothing more than a
“.‘s‘nz:mk]cscrccn_ — a Zionist-inspired,
ocld. Ploy designed to confuse the
[

:c“-'ll;\res of Damascus, all three Jewish
el € prosperous shopkeepers whose
mer:“ fesloon‘cd with black-and-white
Frai of Prcs_ldcnl Hafez el-Assad.
sesling J“-"II"'I children. they live in the

. :“I:h qQuarter of the ciry.
-ll.nismrt em lhroush an official of the
e uheﬂf hlr:lformanon. who seemed to
re all the Jewish-ow i
himucus ot Ioc:ucd.; owned stores in
fonversed with all

ilerpreters because my

three through
Arabic was

translated the remarks of Eli Jajati and
Simon Salaami. while an English-speaking
merchant translated the comments of
Joseph Jajati.

The Jajati brothers and Salaami showed
no reluctance in speaking to me, perhaps
because they realized the truth could never
emerge under the controlled circum-
stances. All three were fairly relaxed and
in fine spirits. They appeared to be in good
health and hardly conscious of the fact that
thev and their brethren — some 4,000 Jews
scattered throughout Syvria in Damascus.
Aleppo and Qamishli — are the focus of
countless demonstrations. fury speeches
and voluminous articles in the non-Arab
world.

Needless to sav. |1 cannot vouch for the
accuracy of their observations. For one
thing, 1 have no idea whether the
translations were correct. For another, it is
obvious that Salaami and the Jajatis,were
under incyedible pressure to whitewash the

expected them to state the trutk under the
watchful gaze of a government official or in
the presence of a non-Jewish Syrian? It
was highlv unlikely that they would have
described the various restrictions and
disabilities which they are forced to live
with day after day. .

Eli Jajari, 34. the father of four children,
manages a cramped apparel shop on July
29 Street. in the heart of downtown
Damascus. He has an expressive face, with
large wary eves. a bulbous nose and dark
blond hair.

“*We are like any Syrians,”" he said.
**but there are some travel restrictions.™”
For example. he explained. a Jew may not
leave the Titv without government
permission. *

Jajati considers himself *‘a son of
Syria.”” and claims his only connection to
Isracli Jewry is religion. Indeed. he is a
religious person. Like most of the Jews
here, he prays at the synagogue every

“R-cxstent and my
an from the M

v French mediocre. The
Ministry of Information

scrupulous about fastening tefillen on his
arm every morning.

When 1 told him that the majority of
Canadian Jews are not pious in their
beliefs. he remarked knowingly: *‘So we
are better Jews than the Canadians!"" -

Jajari disclosed that his children attend
the Ben Maimon Centre. one of two Jewish
schools in Damascus. Both schools have
enrolments of some 500 pupils. some of
them Palestiniags and Syrians.

Asked to explain why Jews choose to
stay in the Jewish quarter. he replied:
“"We cannot live except together because
we're a minority-and because we feel at
case together.'" .

Recalling the tense days of the Six Day
War and the Yom Kippur War, he
conceded that **some people tried to harm
us. but the government protected us."

Simon Salaami's ‘‘Chabac’® store is
found on Salhich Street. a pretty and
quaint tree-lined thoroughfare bursting
with shops and tiny kiosks sclling every-

.
-

plight of Syrian Jewry. Who could have

thing from fashionable clothes to fresh
orange and grapefruit juice.
- The. father of six. the 34-year-old
Salaami is dark and handsome, though
somewhat chunky, and could easily pass as
a typical Syrian. He and a Moslem pantner
own the shop.

He had no qualms about confirming the
fact that Jews generally cannot travel
abroad or to the Arab countries. ““This is a
government concern. Sometimes one
restriction can create a big fuss. Some
suffcr or are bothered by this. It
complicates their lives.'* he explained.

Would he object if his son was
conscripted into the Svrian army? **Why
not? We have been here for hundreds of
vears.”" Why, then, did the authorities bar

Jews from serving? The translator said that

the restriction was linked to what he called

**the necessities of security about which he
— Salaami — knows nothing."’

: Cont'd on Page 14

(See Middte East Diary on Page 4)

s e mes s

Saturday and on the high holidays and is
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Reporter talks to §

Cont’d from Page 1

What was his opinion of
Israel? Salaami smiled,
throwing up his hands in
distress and puzzlement.
“"He doesn’t know how to
answer this question,'' the

needs immigrants and she
always seeks ways to
encourage. Jews to, leave
and lhc‘rgby destrpy Sy-
ria’s repyfation.™ he said.

Jajati. who says he
normally travels to Europe

tfanslator said. Stated several times a vear to
Salaami: ‘I'm not in- choose the latest fashions
volved in these things."* for his shop. told me a

Like Jajat. Salaami story about a Syrian Jew

‘he met in Rome. It seems
that this man had emi-
grated from Israel because
he was so fed up with life
there. “"He was discrimi-
nated against because he
was an Oriental Jew and
he could never find a
decent job,”* he declared.
“*He wanted very badly to
return to Syria.™

Initially. Jajati was
evasive about discussing
Israel: But then he re-
marked: "'If my brother is
aggressive, I don’t consi-
der him my brother. And 1
don't believe in pushing
pcople out of their home-
land.™

attends synagogue regu-
larly and sends his chil-
dren — all six of them — to
the Ben Maimon Centre.
They are enrolled at the
age of seven and register
ar a government school
when they are 15 or 16, he
said. e :
. Joseph Jajati’s spacious
and elegant men’s and
ladies® wear shop on Port
Said Streer is a testament
to his prosperity. He is in
partnership with Jacob
Kattach, who is also a
Jew. (According to some
observers, Jajati is the
government’s  unofficial
spokesman of the Jewish
community.) :
~In his opinion, Israeli*:of Yasser Arafat’s secular
propaganda is responsible  state plan, Jajati com-
for the horror stories about  mented: **I'm not interest-
. Syrian Jewry. “‘Israel ed in politics, but once 1

- ——

Asked what he thought t

teard Arafat say that
Oriental Jews and Arabs
are equal... Arabs have
been hospitable to us, and
the Armenians, who were
persccuted by the Turks.”™
As | was about to le.
Jajatiintroduced me to his
14-year-old son, saying he
was proud that he had
learmed some Hebrew.
After prodding from his
father, the boy approach-
ed and grinned. *‘Sha
lom.” he said b:'lhg‘ll;
scampering away shyly.
Not having had the
chance to meet Chi
Rabbi [brahim Hamra or
Jewish community leader.




" By SHELDON KIRSHNER
CIN Staff Reporter

DAMASCUS, Syria —

Martyr's Square was a 10 minute's
wilk from my hotel. It is the place
where Eli Cohen. the noted Israeli spy,
was hanged some nine years ago.

Cohen was an Egyptian Jew who was
recruited by the secret service a few
vears after his arrival in lsrael. The
Israelis devised such an ingenious cover
tor their man in Damascus that Cohen
succceded in his variegated tasks
beyond their wildest expectations,

Passing himself off as a patriotic
Syrian emigre merchant from Argen-
tina, Cohen infiltrated into the highest
reaches of Syrian society. He became
the confidant of high army officers and
of numerous senior government offi-
cials. And he knew the president on a
firsi-name basis. As a trusted and
reliable citizen, Cohen was taken to the
military installations on the Golan
Heights and shown the intricate
| network of fortifications whose guns

regularly shelled the Hula Valley.
: ‘And like the brilliant spy he was,
| Cohen transmitted his easily-acquired

- .knowledg\_ 1o the Israelis — information

h proved to be of invaluable
when the Israeli army
‘esome Golan Heights.in
ix Day War.

Cohe 'uuughl red-handed in
apartment almost three
- afier cntering Syria

=

name of Kamal

e e

| An entounter at Martyr’s Square turns
1nto a chlllmg experlence for reporter
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opinion of him?"'

I was hard pressed to reply. A
truthful answer here in Damascus may
have gotien me into a very sticky
situation

“It’s difficult 1o say..."" | temporized.
1 suppose | must have revealed my true
colors then and there. Ahmed already
had a triumphant expression in his
eves. "You see,” he said, “there are
Zionists everywhere, in every nook and
cranny.”

I excused mysell, being emotionally
dramed by the unsettling experience. ||
Mental images of Eli Cohen flashed
through my mind. [ hurried back to my
hotel room, a little frightened and
wurricd

Much to my relief. there was not a
midnight knock on the door.

781

This is Martyr's Square in the heart of Damascus, scene o[ Eli Cohen's hanging nine vears
ago. A master Israeli spy, Cohen succeeded in infiltrating into the highest reaches of
Syrian society before he was caught. Staff reporter Sheldon Kirshner, on assignment
in Syria, visited Martyr's Square, where he had a chilling encounter with a Syrian,

His body, swathed in a white robe,
was |rft to dangle for a quarter of an
hour. ‘‘Death to the Zionist spy!"
shricked the large crowd that had
assembled to witness the gory spectacle
in the early momning hours of May 19,
1965,

Israel requested the corpse, but the
Syrians absolutely refused. Eli Cohen

. was buried somewhere in Damascus.

1 walked to Martyr's Square with

Ahmed, a solemn Syrian university
student. | pguess 1 .was rather
mesmerized by the sight of the black
column in the centre of the square —
the column where the scaffold to snuff
out Eli Cohen's life had been built.

*I see a gleam in your eye," Ahmed
said accusingly. "What are ydu

thinking of?""

In reality, 1 was straining to visualize
the scene that morning nine years ago
when a vengeful mob screamed for
Colien's blood. ! told Ahmed | had
achieved something of a journalistic
ambition by having visited the spot of
Cohen's¢demise.

He smirked in disbelief, launching a
bitter harangue against Cohen and
Zionists.

“What do you think of Cohen?" he
sneered,

1 hod ta do some fast thinking. *‘To
the Israelis, he was a national hero; 1o
the ;,mns he was a spy,” 1 said
cauuously

But Ahmed seemed dissatisficd with
my answer, ‘'As a Jew, what is your

Eli Cohen is a national hero to lsraelic

Next week: Syn'an Jewry and Middle East
Diary,
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, By EDWARD L KOCH -

AM—dark and deserted, I was
walting In‘the lobby of our hotel
last August along with another

IT Is very dark in Damascus at 5

Congressman, Joseph Early, of Massv,

. achusetts, He had volunteered t» join

, ms on a visit to a synagogue—and I had .

~ accepted, Even though we would be

escorted by a guide sent by the Syrlan
Forelgn Ministry, even though I was
sure there was no danger, ona‘: ir-
rational fears can reign at that hour,

_particularly when alone in an mfrlm\lly
cmmuy \l

This {s one of.a serles of ‘oceastonal

articles describing uncommon'moments

‘In travel—those encounters’ with tha
unexpected that dre, for better or worse,

the most memorable mmm of arly-'

journey, *

Sommwdun[.andatom

J

1

delegation from the House Appropriation ,'I'here was no special response, except

Foreign Operations Subcommittee, on
a 10-day 'fact-finding_ visit to Israel,
Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Portugal, The
subcommittee  would soon be passing
on the military and economic’ aid re-
quests of these countriés, and we want-
ed to talk directly with their officials.

.One matter | was concerned about

was the treatment given't.ho Jews of

JSyriac -y

..I had forgotten how to place’ them

to hand me a prayer book

The .congregants sat crossiegged on
platforms covered. with Oriental rugs-
and pillows, One member of the congre-
gation brought me tefillin ~~the leather

_cubes and straps'I had not used since °

my bar mitzvah some 37 years ago.

on my arms and head, so I declined.

But I pointed to a -tallith—a. nraver

The Forelgn Minlstry .car arrived, shawl—and, théy brought one-to me.’

and we took off into a confusing maze
of alleys in the Old City, site of the

Jewish quarter, The maze seemed too °

much for our guide, too, who finally

. announced: “We're lost, We don't know
‘whére the synagogue ls.” Just at thntu

point we entered an alley too narrow’
for the car. There was no alternative
but to get out and walk.

The four’ of us—the Syrian guide,'

. the Syrian driver, Joe Early and I -

" —set out, though we really didn't know *

At that point, T was . 'startled by,
a volce next to me asking. in, E.ngl:sh.
“What do you think?" '

I hesitated  to answer, for 1 had .
decided not to ask the synagogue's -
worshipers any . questions because of
the presence of the Syrians who had. .

. come with me™and the possibility that @

anyone I talked with might later ba._.'

i subject to_Interrogation and pocsibla
punishment. ¢

Iin. Dwmm@m

g:..xdo said that this was a family
synagogue and that he could now take
us to a larger, public one. We were
.led thers by ona of the adolescents

who had worshiped with us, A lé-year
old boy.

When we arrived, thera was only -
.. one person inside, and he told us that

services would not begin for another
20 migutes. Just then, In walked
three grim-faced men in their thirties
fingering prayer beads, I could feel their

Continued on Page 20

G8IL.

Finally' 1" said, "Is lt. al.l right to [
o . where we were going. Reaching ‘an - v
 pofot i1 P"”d to Jos. “Tomorrow,”: ‘open square, we saw'a man in his fifties " mllg:mdzt wWas. ' N 1
!"I said, “the headline m\ the papers I wearing a yarmulke and ran up to.,. “Then something mads me “k' nk. i
* Will read, “Two Members ‘of .Congress’ .. "~ fiohtening this early. ‘morning. - 'you Jewish?" i
Found Dead in Jewish Qﬂﬂ:ﬂﬁ D:; worshiper. We explained who we were .° 1 responded, “No S your driver - #
'm,rm ’nmﬂ:m:au S .and - whst ‘we wers_looking for. He ' .4 Lam a nel‘ugea'from Jerusalem.”, i
S heed Wit e ‘rm_"ﬂ h.e'm;?:ﬁ. led us'to & small ‘synagogue ‘made gjnce 1967, ‘many Palestinlans have ' :
' “the headline will .dvo-'oﬂ. Member' of cinder block. When we entered, there setuedinﬂn.lmhqulmrofnmu- -
of s were 12 men and adolescents praying. = ...
Congress Found Dudtho".otlulte-h_ W AR
turned Safely to His Hotel.*' They were startled to'see us. I asked -

Becaun o! the du-knm 1" had hot
seen: the man's face; he was wmin;
& yarmulke. I did notpumnthe eommb >
. sation. ~ °

'Iho len'iul anded md our Syrla.n )

" the Forelgn Ministry tepresentative'to
tdlthemthxt.loamd!wm»\mmm
Congressmen—I a Jew there to pray,
he a Roman Catholic and l_hhnd.

-

mwani: 1. KOCH is ﬂu'__t.‘.on;rmm
from.New York's 18th Diatrict,

»
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Contlmxed From Page 1

hostility acd knew Immcdialely they -
were not Jewish

Joe and I looked at each other, think-
Ing, “Now what?"

The thres Syrian Arabl spoko to
our guide, who in turm said, “They
want to know why you are here.”

I asked who they were and was
told that they were Palestinian refugees
who lived in the quarter. The Ieader
was the teacher in the quarter, -

I said, “Tell them we are two Ameri-
ean Congressmen, and we are hen
to c2e what we can see.”

We gtood thers in an uncomfortabll
silence for five minutes, and then our
guide said, “There I1s a third synagogue

“‘Dg j..rbu"teach only Arab

children?’ ‘No, all chil-

dren,’ the Palestinian
said. He pointed toa
J ewish boy. ‘He is one of

39 -

my studcnts, too."’ e

where they are now praying. Would
you like to go there?”

- I cald yes, although I had qualms
about Intruding on a worshiping congre-
gatlon now that our entourige included

", ‘three Palestinians, Their presence was
“rather heavy and intimidating, but there"
-_Wwas not much I could do about them.

" Upon leaving the®second synagogue

+ I was struck by the urge to make

a statement to our newly acquired *

"_.‘,escm-u, As we crossed the threshold,, .
I taw the mezuzah on the doorpost. :

I went up to it and kissed it, not
with my hand, but with my_llps-—-:ome-

gee.” .

Jser st

Damascus

thlng 1 had never dono beforc In my *

life. ..

When we reached the third lymzogul.
the service was already under way
with about 35 congregants. At its con-
clusion, they gathered about Joe and
me and I explained through the interpre-
ter who we were, It was clear that
they wanted to talk T wanted to talk.
But we were all inhibited, not only
by my Syrian guide, but by the three -
Palestinians. So the discussion was lim-
ited to such questions as whether a
cure for cancer had been found in the
United States. -

While we talked, some members of
the congregation were brewing tea, and *
they asked us to share it with them. It
was the most delicious tea I have ever
tasted: aromatic, garnished with
shredded coconut, with almonds float-
ing on top. Yet ag I think back, it was
probably not so much the flavor of the
tea that made it so marvelous; it was
the moment. Wé could feel a bond
with these people, feel their warmth.
They knew now that there were people
outside Syria worrying about them.
They were not forgotten,

On the way back to the car, the
leader of the three Palestinians indicat-

" ed he wanted to ask a question. I

urged him to do so, and he asked
what the Jewish community in the
United “States thought of Israel After
I told him that American Jews were
very supportive, he pointed to a small
Arab boy nearby and said, “He is one
of my sludent.s, Ht il 2 Palash‘nt r!fu-
I :sked, 'Do you tuch only Anb
children?” 5

He replied, “No, “all children." 'I'hen
he pointed to the Jewish boy who
had accompanied us from the first syna-
Eogues "Hs k _one of my stndenu,
oo T 2

Aslgotlntothnurandwu ‘about
fo leave the teacher, I said, “Take
care of all the children.™

T e -—
B e
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