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PART I

THE HISTORICAL AND LITERARY BACKGROUND
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*
INTRODUCT ION

Among the Israelites in Biblical times there were various classes
of people who, because of their peculiar status, had to be protected.
Such persons as slaves, strangers, women, orphans, unintentional
murderers, and last but not least, the poor, had to be rescued from
the hands of the powerful and the cruel, In order that the Israelite
society might be established on as firm a foundation as possible, its
builders could not disregard the underprivileged, the unfortunate,
and the afrflicted., The gap between upper and lower classes had to
be filled; inequalities had to be reduced to a minimum, <The eries of
the oppressed and the defenceless had to be, at least, heard, and, if
possible, answered. In short, the leaders in ancient Israel had to
devise ways and means by which the weak could be protected from the
evil designs and capricious whims of the strong. The mighty had to
be restrained in the use of their power; the lowly had to be helped
and raised to a level as equal as possibde with their more fortunate
brethren.

the great lawgivers, prophets, and sages of the 0ld Testament

attempted to do this very thing., ''heir workshop was the environment

S Let it be understood that it is not the purpose of this paper to
discuss in detail whether or not certain sections in certain books
of the Bible are original. Part I merely intends to give the 3
an understanding of the literary and historical background of
Bible -- material sufficient to prepare one for a developm
view of the social legislation in the Bible. Questions of d
authorship, etc., which themselves require life-long stu
not be given concentrated attention. However, such item
considered wherever possible, in order to accomplish the
writer; that is, to give an appreciation of how the 3
the protectlon of the weak throughout its long h
development and composition,
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in which they lived. Their tools were the a.e.eomplismgnw‘;m‘
fluences of the past together with the moral passion anﬁ*yj
ing insight which were their own possessions. Natu:allsa as
years - the centuries - passed on and left their impress, -
cal idealism became more refined, scaled ever.greater'héighﬁﬁa
each succeeding generation was the recipient of finer truﬁhsi"uq§- 
course, there were periods of retrogression, of reaotion,'wﬁéﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁs =

-

momentum was upset for a while and selfishness and irresponsible

power gained the ascendancy. But not for long. Progress could aw&nl'

be stopped; the world had to go forward. And so, soon there arose

others who carried on man's struggle for a better and a happier
earthly existence.

Such a developmental point of view is clearly shown in the
with respect to its treatment of the weak. But in order that we
may better understand the progress Biblical teachers made in .

social idealism, it is necessary that we give such a survey of

evolved in the way that they did. Thus, our first task w

describe the sources which were used in the composition

teuch,
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Chapter I -~ The Bbxateunh*

The § and E Sources

law, Although the Book of the Covenant (Ex, 20:23-23:33) is embe
in B, nevertheless J and E are, aside from these laws, narrative
collections. Thus, J and E, in this respect as well as in contgﬁﬁﬁ

are closely parallel to one another. <Then, too, they have a caﬁﬁﬁﬁ By

s
i L
il
L

o |

?
Israel's history. Whatever happened was God's wall. And from the |

purpose; that is, they both intend to prove that God's hand 1s in

creation to the death of moses. {including the opening chapters of
Joshua), the writers of these two sources endeavoured to show=§h§en.
it was God's plan throughout to establish Israel in Canaane.
ally, there were circumstances that retarded the fulfillment
purpose, But all these would be overcome,

In these sources are contained very old oral tradifioﬂﬁ@
historical, semi-historical and etiological sagas, and his
romances -- all woven together into a unit by this common -

But, nevertheless, the two sources can be distinguished as

* Sources for material in chapter on the Hexate
Dr. Blank's Bible VI notes -
International Critical Commentary, Gene
PPe XXXIV - LXVii
Encyclopedia Biblica, II, PPe. 1669
Cambridge Bible, Exodus, pPp.
Encyc. Bib., II, Pp. 1440-14
Encye. Bib., III, pp.

Camb , Bibt’ ;

BROYBQ Bib,,

3
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ious artistry. In any case, whether we consider them separately or |
combined, it is very likely that many writers in several centuries )
contributed to the composition of J,E, and JE. Each may be consid-
ered as having its own process of growth, In each there are disting-
uishing characteristics. ‘“hey differ, more or less, in theological
and ethical ideas, J's God is more anthropomorphic than E!'s; E is
more definitely opposed to idolatry and child-sacrifice than J. More-
over, K is more developed in its ethicel and theological ideas than
J; E is on a higher cultural level than J. Therefore, it is very
likely that & is later than J, and was written in an environment of
more advanced culture than dJ.

It is to be noticed also that J has traditions that may be re-
Tered specifically to the southern part of Canaan called Judah; where-
as, E has traditions that are specifically northern in character.

And if we alsc take into consideration differences in the language
and style of these two sources, we cannot but conclude that the
rexateuch contains two distinct documents, written by two separate
schools of suthors who lived in different environments; that is J
was written in the southern kingdom of Judah and E in the northern
kingdom of Israel,

As for the date of J and E, that is rather difficult to deter-

mine, inasmuch as each document shows signs of a long, continual
development, so that, at times, J and E seem to overlap one ano
chronologically. Secondary portions in E and redactional ad
in JE show the influence of written prophecy later than
century B.C. However, most critics agree that J is in t
advanced culturally and therefore older than k; )

I.C CQ’ Dﬁuta’ PP. mw‘miil
Dictionary of the Bible, Hhstinga -



-5

older parts of J4 are earlier than the older parts of &£, Therefore,
although ¢ and E have portions that were written even as late as
early post-exilic times (there are sections in Genesis which origi-
nete with Leutero-Isaiah), nevertheless both are, in the main, be-
fore Leuteronomy (621 B.C.), J being placed in the ninth century and
E in the eighth -- both influenced by the prophetic movement of the
ninth century and somewhat affected by the ideas of the eighth cen-
tury prophets. uLoreover, these writings were written in times of
prosperity, optimism, and national security, thus stimulating liter-
ary activity. Probably the reign of Jereboam II (783-743 B.C.) was
such a time for the composition of E; prqbably the earlier portions
of J were written at such a time wheﬁ&£ﬁglunited Kingdom was estab-
lished (c. 950 B.C. -- cf. Gen. 37:8; Dt, 33:7) or when Jehoshaphat®
ruled (in the middle of the ninth century). At any rate, it is al-
most certain that Amos (2:9) and Hosea (12:4,5,13f.) (ec. 750 B.C.)
¥new of J and E, although J and E have no references to these eighth

century prophets. And so, the terminus a guo for J and E may be said

to be around 950 B.C. and their terminus ad quem may be estimated at

750 B.C. These are two approximate dates to 1imit the era when the

composition of J and E took place.

lhe fact that repeatedly J and E refer to the altars and sacri-

fices as being made at any place (Gen. 12:7f.,; 13:4,183 22:935

(on Mt. Zion in Jerusalem -- cf. Dt. 12:2ff,), lee
that these two sources were written before 621 B
for veuteronomy (cf. 2K. 22). And since we

as the approximate terminus ad gquem for J
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that a redactor (RJE),

between 750 and 621 5.C., weaved these two
documents into one unified whole, and, at the same time, omitted
certain sentences, added some or his own, filled in gaps, and smooth-
ed out contradictions. Gsince even the I writers probably were in-
fluencesd after 722 5,C,by the Judaean environment, RIE (one writer

or a group ol writers) followed, to a great extent, J, if there would
arise a question of choice of material, If RIE liked the material

in both, he would weave in both. Qr, if there were contradictions,

: : . *
he would harmonize the btwo sources by glosses,

It must be noted at this time that there are two groups of laws
olaer than the ¢ and E narratives -- laws which were incorporated in-
to both sources. Exodus 34: 18-26, the olaest code of Hebrew laws,
may be callea J4's decalogue, or the older counterpart to the deca-
logue in ix. 20:1-17, u's legal contribution, and the introcuction
to the book of the Covenant(Ex. 21-23), Just as bx, 34 was incor-
porated into the J narrative, so £x. 20:1-17 was woven into the E
pattern. 4nd, even later, probably the vUeuteronomic editors (Bp)
took Ex. 34, sx. 20:1-17, and kx. 20:23-23:19, and placed Gthem in
their present position.

the laws in Ex. 354:18-26 are of a ritual naturec. They go back

as early as the United Kingdom (from about 1000 B.C.). They are

the counterparts of the laws in Ex. 20-23., These latter laws have
a higher ethical tone. Unlike the cruder, pastoral civilization
which influenced the Judaean writers or lix. 34, the & writers of

bx, 20-23% whe lived in Horthern Israel evolved laws which were c«

¥ There are secondary and tertiary forms of J an
additions to JE which date down to early P
it is impossible, nor is it the scope of

ct

' |-
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tice for its dependents. They were assumed by Amos and Hosea 1n;¥ﬁ§@
addresses to the mighty ones of Northern Israel, They are laws for
a society rapidly developing from simple pastoral conditions to the
complexities of settled, agricultural life., They appear expanded and
more developed in Dt. 5, and minutely defined in the Priestly Code,
Thus, these two groups of primitives laws have a growth ranging from
about 1000 B.C. to about 750 B.C., -- from the era of the United King-
dom (and probably earlier) to the times of Amos and Hosea. This
coincides approximately with the chronological limits given for the

development of the J and E narratives, exclusive of JE's redaction,

DEUTERONOMY

Havineg discussed Jm and having given the period for its redac=

]
=]
4
+ |
]
)]
o

occuring bhetween 750 and 5621 B,C,, we can now turn to another

imortant source used for the composition of the Hexateuch, This I8
the Jool: of Deuteronorv, in which is contained the great law code of
Dt. 12-25, The wvritine of this book was dependent on and later than
JB, It is the resnlt of those nrophetic preachers (especially;'ﬁhaﬁ
eisht eentury pronhets) and writers who flourished before thia grea£ﬁ
document was found by Hilkiah in the Termle at the time of Jbﬁﬁﬁﬁl
(€29-309), kins of Judah (2K. 22), in the year 621 B.C. There

(724-696) procressive reforms, Thus, in order |




-

réion of Josiah was propitious for such moral and political action,

The Deuwteronomy writer or writers followed the old custom of
aseribine their work to some great nersonage like Noses, who believed
in Vahweh as the onlv Rod, Therefore, such a deity reaguired only one
dwellines-place or sanctuary; that is the Temple in Jerusalem P/ }\#h"}
-( “5 "APY MNeye . The other laws are adjustments and corollaries
central principle of D, As a result the local sanctuaries,
hich J and B seem to have taken for granted, were to be abolished
(Dt, 12: 2=4%,), and 2all festivals were to be eelebrated, and sac-
rifices offerad in the central sanctuary on lt, Zion in Jerusalem
l; 22-293 15: 19-20; 16: 1-83 26), However, in time,
certain adinstments were necessary to such a difficult law, which re-
miired those Trom several miles distant to fulfill their religious
duties in Jerusalem, Therefore, in Dt., 12: 13, 14, 20-22, meat couts
be eaten as food in one's own gates, not as an offering but as an

animal caueht in the hunt., The ministers of the local shrines, the

Ievites, counld corme to the sanctuary in Jerusalem and receive an

equal share with the priests of the central shrine in the offerings

(12: 6-8a); and as another attempt at equality in the priesthood,
neither the priests nor the lLevites could possess any nroperty of ﬁ&eﬁﬁ“
ovn (12:; 1), The local courts were not to be abolished, but a
icult case was referred to Jerusalem(16: 18; 17: 8-13)s One
stance of modification as an adaptation to the times was +
regardine the cities of refuge, In Dt, 19: 1-13, the
made that when the boundaries of the land Wi;;
distance becomes too great to zo to the th

fuge, three other cities should be added



S
mexr flee. Tt is probable that such modifications as noted above -
added subsequent to 621 B,C,

Voreover, such an idea as keening the land ritvally pure and f
from ahbominable, non-Yahwistic practices (13: 2-19; 14: 1ff; 18: 9-2
22: 65ff,) (practices prevalent in the local sanctuaries) was also
probably a later addition to the kernel of D, pointing in the direc-
tion of the creat Priestly Code (P)., For, if Vahweh were supposed to
dwell in the midst of Israel, and if there were any inmpurity in the
land, then "'aﬁ’eh wonld be Torced to leave his people to their unclean
wayvs, Therefore, the injunction, f)?')/')ll (o'r PEY) N YYD D/
(cf. 223 21, 24ys |

Thus, moral and religious reformation in Israel, begun by Hez-

ekiah (2K, 18: 4, 223 21: 3) and culminating in Josiah's reign, begin

to teke on a more definitely nriestly character, However, let us .n@t.
forret that mich of this was probably evolved after 621, and that
the kernel -- the main nurpose -- of D was the moral and spir

ceneration of the meople -- that in such a task, in the £

their work, the vriteps of D were insnired by the pr
of J and E and the utterances of men like Elijah,
Isaiah, And the ideas in Deuteronomy, in turn
Ezekiel, znd Second Isaiah, In the estimates
kings of Israel and Judah contained in the )

ions on national history nresented there
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But what is more vertinent to our subject is the :ln:flueneel
Deuteronomy received from the pre-exilic prophets in the matter e’?'
social lesislation, Such humanitarian laws are those which ymviﬁg'-"
care for the stranger, the orphan, and the widow (14: 295 24: 17),.
for the Levite (4: 27; 12: 15), the freeing of slaves (163 12-18),
protection of women (22: 14ff,), security gqainst usurious inﬁbg;'?ag};ﬁ.
(23:21), 2nd kindness to animals (22: 1-4), But more of this later,

It can be said now, however, that many of these laws are devel=
opments of laws found in the Book of the Covenant., In fact, almost
two-thirds of the Book of the Covenant have varrallels in D, We
have only to compare how festivals are observed in Ex. 23: 14-19a (at
local shrines) with the manner of their observance in Dt, 16 (at the 1
central sanctuary) or the treatment of Hebrew slaves in Ex, 21: 2-11
contrasted with sentiments sounded in Dt, 15: 12-18, to realize that
D had adopted and adanted a cood portion of the legislation of the
300k of the Covenant, Thus,we can say that D was influenced by

provhetieal and legal heritage which developed before its ti
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Deuteronomy, These are the Priestlvy and Holiness law codes, wr

hy a vwriter or writers whose specific phil@sophy pervades the

Hexateuch -- who have reshaped the Fexateuch, containing the sources
already discussed, accordinz to their own ideas of history; f

The »urnoses of the Priestly writers were many, Probably their
nrimarvy 2im was to teach didectically, Rven the narratives of P .
lead un to statements of certain laws or to the establishment of

nstitutions, TFor instance, P's account of creation had in

(3

certain
view the establishment of the Sabbath, the story of Abraham's cir-
cumcision of his son Isa=c led to the promulgation of such a prac-
tice, the account of Jacob's struggles with Esan provided a basis
for laws acainst foreisn marriaces, the Passover is the culmination
of the Exodus storv, the Korahite rebellion in Fum, 16 is told in
order to gmstify the priestly prerogatives of Aaron and his descen-

dants,

they could justifiably boast of their
exclusive stock particularly attaéhd&-ﬁﬁ

of Isracl and the tribes enc
the Tabernacle, This idea 1
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Therefore, 2 distincetion is introduced by P between the Ci

or FPriests of the central sanctuary in Jerusalem and their me:

assistants, the Ievites, who used to minister in the local ﬁh?“

There is one other characteristic of P, and this is that in

deseribin~s the various laws intimated in previous sources, it i
develops them in mech greater detail, In fact, throughout P there

-
A

0]

an essential unity, and this consists of its pedantic,_fermﬁi,
legal, and institutional tone. BRBverything P does is accomplished
by a definite scheme or forrmlas; and it is very careful GorGaris
out its nlan to the mimatest detail, Such pedantic thoroughness

and formalism are svident in P's narratives, genealogies, dates;

Fowever, thouzh P (or PG, denoting the kernel of Pi:;@@h
essential unity, nevertheless within itself it is composite, For
examdle, towards the end of the book.of Exodus, Moses orders
Tabernacle set up and dedicated, and Aaron and his.sanargij
consecrated. One would think, then, that the book of

would begin with the carrying out of

11-1F once had an indene:
chapters 8-10, 16, ?ﬁr
tion of Ex, 40 and

odus closes,. r
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There are other vortions which can be distinguished from the
rest of P and which form, more or less, a unit, Nost prominent
arone these are chavters 17-26 of ILeviticus, called the Holiness
Code, The legsislation in this Code is in 2 form earlier in de-=
velopment than PG. It consists of earlier materizal incorporated
and repworked by the writer of PG in his document, For instance, i
2reas in Deuteronomy there is no distinction between prieste and
Ievites, the hand of P is evident in lLev, 17: 23 21: 21, wherc the
descendantse of Aaron seem to be a nriestly class set apart from the
other Tsraelites, And in Ezekiel 44 the levites are degraded furs
ver to mere menizals in the Temple service, inferior to the Zado-
kites, the nriests or sons of Aaron, Thus, Ezekiel togrtf;n'thg-
Adirection of P, vhere the process is completed and the distinetion

hetwsen the nriest and Levite is represented as an est&bliah@@

Mm, 18, Thus, we have an exarple of P using H to its own ad
and reworkine it according to its own ideas.

Since this introduection merely intends to intr

I.C.C., Fumbers, pDs }DCZD(—JX),.#
Vexateuch with the various seunﬁs
writter, so too diéd P’ rewa”

ion b RF (or RTEDP) in
century B.C.).



Chapter IIX *"

Judees, Samuiel, Kings, and Ch;oniclea"

Vavine discussed the sources of the Hexateuch in order tha
our subjiect may be bhetter understood from a developmental p@iﬁtvSEg
view, it is necessary that we know something about the nﬁﬂﬁéﬁ'ﬁ& |:
vhich the historiczal books of the Bible were composed,

The hool: of Judres covers the period of the invasion of

=leetine by the various Iebrew tribes, its conguest and set

bl

the influence of Canaanite, RBa=l civilization upon Yahwism, and the
strucrole of Febraic, demoecratic culture to maintain itsélffﬁgainﬂ£r1

eathenicsh aristocracy., The various narratives concerning tﬁi&-_,
period were culled from local traditions and popular talegj'ﬁﬁf;;;
mitted orally, The prose and poelry versions of Deborah's e
in Tud, 4F ive evidence to the fact tha€ such a narrative was
bably derived from a work like the Book of Jashar or the Book

Wars of Vahweh (ef. 2S. 1:18; Num, 21:14)., These very

o
D

-
3

d J and B strands of narratives were woven toge

(2"2) into a pre-Denteronomic Rook of J“dSQSE;f;ﬁ.'

Cambridpe Bible, Judges, PD. XIII XXT
1?'r\c3;'t:1c:n:ne:c‘l:ia Eibllca, Judges, 63
International Critical Coment
Encyc, Bib-, KinFS, PD. 2664—
Camb., Kings, pp., XVIII-XX
Encye, Bib,, Chronicles,
T.€CeCay Chroniclesy PO
(These are the sources for
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itorial work was continued by those sszme writers who shaped the

TTexateuch into its present form (RD, RP).

The two books of Samuel, containing the histories of Samuel,
saul, and David, are composed of several narratives woven togethers
and the hands of those pre-exilic and post-exilic redactors men-
tioned in connection with the previous books of the Bible, are
evident throuchout, Ievertheless, two main strands are especially |
consnicuons to the critical reader, They may be designated as the ‘
Sarmel 2nd Sanl narrativesy The Saul account is older and probably |
forms the cround-work, with stores of Gideon, Jevhthah, Samson based |
on the Zook of dudees, The Samel document, on the other hand, is iIn
line with the redactor of Judges who erbodied the Deuteronomistic

theory of history into the framework of Judges, Indeed it seems that

the Saul and Samiel sources are each nart of a larger, unknown his-
tory. Such was the manner in which the books of Judges and Sanuel
were comnosed,

The Lwo books of Kings include the period from the last days of

David, Solomon's reign, to the last kings of Judah, The last ey

occurs in 541 B,C, with the freeing of Jehoiachin, Zede.
and predecessor, by Evil-lVerodach of Babylon, after Je

been in a Babylonian prison for 37 years,

# Accordine to I.C.C., Samel, Dp., XV-XXIX

document are:

1S. 13 33 4; 7: 3-1
23 10-241 263 181 16, 14-16,01
11-163 22: 3-5; 28; 31; 23: 11—

73 8: 16-18,
The contents of the Saul doc

29-303 25. 1 2—4
1s. 5‘_1~7I'_ is ¢
lost to us,
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have been compiled before 561, although not ruch later than this
date, For soon after, the priestly movement was gaining 8o mach
momentum that the Deuteronomistic outlook on Israelitish history
wags soon to be nushed into the backeround, And since it has been
intimated before (in connection with the analysis of D) that the
compilers of Fings were profoundly influenced by Deuteronomy, we
mist date the compilation of Kings not much later than 561 BsC.

TTow, in Kings there are usually brief anveals at the end of
sach kine's reirn, ®xeluding those chapters concerning Solomonts
reirn (1K, 2-11) which were probablv based on the "Book of the Acts
of Solomon" mentioned in 1K, 1l1l: 41, these summaries were derived
from "The Took of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel (or' -=- of
Judah)" (ef, 2K, 15:1,2, 5-7), and were written in the style of

arnals (1K, 14: 21-16: 34; 2K, 23: 31-25: 7). Such sections formed

- -

the framework of the histories, Fowever, there are portions where
no such anpeals to chronicles are made (1K, 17: 13 22: 28; 2K, 18:
17-19: 34), In such cases narratives or groups of narratives are
inserted,

There are still other sections in the style of Deuteronc
and from D's standpoint, Some pass judgment on the conduet
(especiallv, whether or not thev have followed Yahv gf;’ :
in a single, central sanctuary at Jerusalem)j

nection between the sins of the pecplerﬁﬂ@_

E_E

1S. 2: 1-11, Fannah's Psalm, is an e
from a collection like our bo of Psalm
later, 1S, 2: 12-17, 22-25, 27-36

Sarmel document took from a2n ea
Seruel, 2: 18-21, 26 were ins
latter was completed, 18, 13
or scribe to whom Saults rej
the Saul account before
a summary, is probably a
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befallen them; while still others record in detail matters relatin

to Temple worship, Then, too, in order to emphasize D's propheticel

import, certain special incidents which called forth prophetie acte

-

ivity, are narrated at length (c¢f., 1K, 13: 1-32; 14: 1-18; l&{-l,é&ig

Sut in all these instances, the motive of the author of Kings is o ]

_ |
further D's main prineciple of worshipping only at a single, central

sanctuary in Jerusalem (1K, 15: 14; 22: 43:; 2K, 17: 7-23) (also 1KJ

v 10 (P N
s sl X

s O
L A | -

1-9),
The other historical Bibliecal book is Chronicles (1 and 2),
Originally, the book consisted of those chapters from 1 Chr, 1: 1 to
Weh, 13: 31 and included the single work, Ezra-Nehemiah, This unity !
was broken when Hzra-Nehemiah was admitted into the Canon first, be=

cauge it concluded the history of Israel from Samel and Kings; while

1icles supplemented much of the material in Samuel and Kings,

Chronicles, written later than Kings, continued Hebrew history
to the second visit of Nehemiah to Jerusalem in 432 B.C., In the

genealogy of high priests it went as far as Jaddua (Neh, 12: 11),

conterporary of Alexander the Great (c. 330 B.€.).

was written about 200 B,C,

matters pertaining to religious worship, Whereas, thé.gghj]”"”

Kings appealed to the Deuteronomic or pre-Deuteronﬁmia

source, 28. 6 contalns matter common t
documents, There is an appendix to the
21-24,
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stratum of the Fexateuch. The Chronicler takes a viewpoint more
favorable to southern Judah than to northern Israel; whereas, the

anthor of Kings considers both sections, althoush he sometimes

=poears to be an orthodox Judaean, influenced to a great extent by
Deutaronony,.

As intimated before, the Chronicler seems to be of the school

of P. Te ~lorifies the great deeds of the past, and passes over I
L

the distagteful enisodes, Since he is an adherent to the P inter- I

retation of history, the Chronicler stresses the Temple in Jeru-

salem, its worship and ministration (2Chr, 23), FHis interests, toos I

re rather in the institutional aspects of religion, and he favors

anything that emmhasizes Jewish exclusiveness or oip®* (cf. the many

-anenlorries, chs, 1-9, esnecially with regard to eligsibilfty into the

riesthoods of, Hzra 2: A1-69; Weh, 7: 63-65), In order to encourage
the neonle to practice those thines vhich will make them an-ﬂ&iyg ?ﬁ%

i b |
he ghresses also divine mrovidence and immediate retribution,

As Tor the sources which the Chronicler used, they are

Fowever, in the main, he was devendent upon the earlier B
books (esnecially Samel and Kings) and some midrashiec h

Israel. "

* The Chronicler, accorcing to the I,C.Ce (
also: 1, A “Roolk of the Klnﬂs of Tsrael and
Jotham, Josiah, and Jehoiakim (2Chr,
of The Kings of Judah and’ Israel, £
Ahaz, and Hezekish (2Chr, 16: 113 2
of the Kings of Israel, for th
reisns of Jehoshaphat (2Chr, 2
Iidrash of the 3ook of Kings f
5. A Fistory of Sarmel t Ik
Seer, for the reisn of David (
Shilonite, visions of
9:29)3 7. A History of
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Chanter IIT

Ezra and Nehemiah

These books were originallyv one, The beginnine of Ezra (1:1&3&}

is a sequel to the end of 2 Chronicles, The compiler of these books
was vrobably the same as the one who put together Chronicles.l As
mentioned in connection with Chronicles, he probably lived around
e end of the Fersian and the bezrinning of the Greek
nariod, e deales with Febrew history in the Persian period (538-

leTe ), describing how the Jewish exiles were allowed by Cyrus in
F22 to return to Jerusalem 2nd rebuild their Tenple under the leaders=
shin of Sheshbazzars how those who returned could not co-operate in
this worlk wntil 520 B,C., when the foundationsof the Temple were
finally laid (Faee, 131l 2:18) and the Temple itself rebuilt from
£19-515 (cf, Zzra 5:1-A:15); how in the reign of Artaxerxes I (464=
424 B,C,) the walls of jerusalem were restored, in spite of over= .

whalmine odds, under the leadership of Nehemiah, who came To Jeri= \

s=lem in 445 3,C, (Weh, 1l:1-7: 5; 12:27-43)3 and how on 2 sSecond

visit, in 433, Nehemiah (Neh, 13: 4-31), and soon thereafter, Ezra;
in the first guarter of the fourth century in Artaxerxes II's reign
(404-358), tried in vain to dissolve mixed merriages (Ezra 7-10)
and to oreanize the Jewish commonwealth into a separate congregsa
(1eh, 9f;3 13:-1-3), with a "Torah" as their guide (Neh, 8)s

reign of Rehoboam (2Chr, 12:15)3 8. A Midrash of the

the reien of Ahijah (2Chr, 13: éa) 9, A History of ©
inserted in The 300? of the Kings of Israel, for 1
(2Chr, 20:34); A writing of Isaiah the ro
Uzziah (2Chr. 26 22) 11, A vision of Isaiah th
of the Kings of Judah and Israel, for the re
1l; 25:263 28: 263 323 32) 123. A Hlstary ):
concerninp Fanasseh (2Chr. 33: 19) _ :
in- the days of Jotham and Jerebeam‘?,
of David? (1Chr, 23:27); 15, A Chronic
was taken by Joab, wasnit éntered (1cnh
Lamentations (2Chr, 35:25), '
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This compiler used as his sources lVemoirs of Nehemiah (Neh,
7:6=10: 393 1:1-7: 5a; 13: 4-31, etc,) and of Hzra (Ezra.7: 27-8:
343 9: 1-15, ete,), lists of names and senealogies (Neh, 11: 3-363%
zzra 2), and an Aramaic history of the period fi.'om which
he gathered certain letters, like the one in Ezra 4: 7-24,

There is one other item which requires some discussion in
connection with REzra-Nehemiah, This is: What was the ¥ &N N0
which Szra broucht in Wehemiah 8 unon a2 platform to rsad before an
agssenbly of the neonle? Is this "Torah" the same as the priestly
law -- an arcrument maintained by not a few scholars?2 Our @is=

cussion of the wvarious sonrces, vhich were used in the composition |

off the previously mentioned Biblical books, leads us to conclude

hat the "Torah" read in Neh, 8 or asreed to in 10:30 consisted of
we dz2nendent on the Book of the Covenant in Exodus, on the Deuter-
onomic code, or in some cases they even resemble P, although they are
not exactly like P, For example, Neh, 10:31 takes a definite Dosi=
tion arainst intermarriage (like Dt, 7:3 and Bx, 34:16), Verse 32a
of the same chepter forbids buyines on the Sabbath or on a Holy Bay,
and it seems that such a law was qQuoted from P, Verse 33 speaks of
donatins one-third of a shekel yearly for the Temple services; and |
P refers spmecifically to such a practice, although im Ex, 30:11-16
amourt is one-half of a shekel instead of one-third, Neh,
to be in the lanruage of P. Nevertheless, there is a pe
that it is merely a quotation or that P had not _-;yat;;

ed. Moreover, the offering of pP!IIISR

2ll law books, including P, h_oi;h@r ‘words




=
€N NI D0 of Neh, 8:1 or the P HYIKD B
mentioned in Nehemiah 10430 micht have been P, but this does not =
mean that it is necessary to identify such a law code with P, In
short, if Bzra's law book were P or a part of it, then we conld
date P as havine its final form no later than Ezra-Nehemiah (c.
433 “-.C.)* Towever, if it were not P, then we may conclude that
P was at this time in the process of crystallization, and that 3
it nrobably agssumed a completed form about the end of ‘l;hg Persian £

seriod; that is, the latter part of the fourth century B.C,**

¥ AitHoush the Aramaic passazes (o
even a later date; (that is

** TEncyclopedia 3iblica,
source for this cha;



Chapter IV

Daniel and Hsther

The book of Daniel was probably composed in the reign of An-
tiochus Toinhanes (TV) (175-164B,C.,) to exhort and encourage the
neople Aurins such troublous times, when thie tyrant sought to
suporesse the Jews in the living of their own lifef The first six
chanters seem to be pre-laccabesn and written in Nabylonia about
the third centurv B.C. Thev narrate events at the time of the
Persisng ond ledes down to the Greek period. The last eix chapters
deal with the first vears of the Maccabean uprising, before the
in~ of the Temnmle bv the Vaccabeans and its purification on the
“th of Kislev, 165 B.,C, Nevertheless, as with the other
ihlical boolks which we have discussed, Daniel too, has later
seribal additions and glosses (cf. Ch, 9; 12:11,12,ete.).

The book of Bsther is also a product of the Greek period,

(=

hevine been written after the persecutions of Antiochus Epiphanes

and the deliverance of the Jewish people by Judas Maccabeus in

tion movement (2:17; 9:27); by a great hatred of ¢

* Dr. Sutiem/icser (in his article, Are There
in the Journal of 3iblical Literature, .
lieves that the book of Daniel is'"a transl
oririnal by one who did not know how
since the work was intended for the
conclnded that the 1anguage spoken
have been Aramaic, Thus,
Daniel was written Aranai
people, and HebreW‘had' de
evidenced by the poor Ee
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insnired becauge of Antiochus! treatment of Jews in 169
3: 12f,); by a growins commercialism among the Jews (3:9); and B
e fresh spirit of indevendence (3:2) and national pride,

of such evidence, it seems that the hook was written in the period ™

)

er the Iaccabean struggle -- at a time of worldliness and self-
complacency; that is, about 135 B,C., Noreover, the very late &ﬁa
inferior sort of Febrew and the several Aramsisms, seem to con-
vince us of this date -- especially, vhen we reslize that there is

dence that the observance of the festival of P

:—'-

no external
(+hiech is the »urnose of the book of Zgther) was practiced by
Palestinian Jews before the Tirst centurv B,C. /§§ very likely Eﬁﬁ@'ﬂi
the anthor was a Persian Jew, who knew Pereian words and Paramaﬁ
customs, and ho had come to Judaea to commend the observaneaéﬁ?

Purim (a Persian custom) to the people of that land.

* According to the Encyclopecdiz Biblica on
these are additions: 3:1 (Mordecai's
relicrious sentiment); 4 (Esther!s praye
Chapter ¥ and its interpretation in
epistles in chapters 2 and.ﬁ.
T.C.C., Daniel, DD, 06-9 Os
I.CeCey Esther, Dp. 60-6
Encye, Bib,, Zsther, pp
(These are the :




Chanter VvV
Ruth, Job, Beclesiastes, Proverbs

Heretofore, with the exception of the romance of Esther, we
have been discussing Biblical books which are strictly historiecal
in character, e have seem how and when they were composed and
vhatl was the motivation in each case, We have undertaken suchian
analyvsis so that we shall be able toﬂgeiter eporeciate how certain

cocisl lecdislation developed,

Tow e consider four hooks vhiech deal with certain problems

life, They are written in a more critical tone than the other
bookg of the 2ible, Sirictly spezking, they aim to inpart wisdom to

-

the reader -- trmthe which may or may not agree with traditional

Mor exmnmle the author of the book of Ruth attenpts, even though
irmlication, to protest against the exclusiviem of Ezra and Nehe=

miah (in 432 B,C.) in forbidding intermarriages, In &0 doing::hezigz

=zlso able to delineate noble and virtious characters in a God-fear

r, nastoral community, Thus, by developins for the reader an in-

Ruth was vritten muich later, Notwiths
are certain phrases vhich are aleo fou
(1ike Samuel and Kings) and that
with a Deuteronomistic form of
nevertheless tha author pr

exile., If his purpose w
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riagre, then Ruth was written even later than 422 B,C., Noreovers
certain customes like that of 93"(0 (cf. Dt. 25:9f,) had,

because of the exile, probably fallen into disuse and had to be

revived throuch re-explanation, In Ruth 4:7 such a practice as

\.J

31§'Cn ig described in order to velicdate a transaction in the
atter of the risht of redemption, vwhen the brother-in-law re-—
fuses to merry his brother's widow, In other words, all this
szems Lo indicate that Ruth was writtern in late post-exiliec times
(orobably in late Persian times), after 432 B,C,
The book of Job is another work of protest, This time it is
rotest against the traditional belief in individual retributionss
nemely that the richteous are rewarded by God for their good deeds)

11le the wicked will suf'fer from His wrath, Job Finds that this

theory is not true to life: that, on the contrary, the righteous

suffer and the wicked vrosper. In other words, Job could notare=
concile such a condition with the idea of a just God, One might

enswer that Godts justice is vindicated in the life to come, But
Job is not so sure of this, 2s is evident in 14:14, where he de-
clares that if he felt this were true, then his present unfo
lot could be tolerated, In other words, Job doubts not ]

validity of the belief in individual retribution t
belief in a world to come, where such apoarent
be resolved, As a result the author sh ‘

enguish cen possess a man who is the !

# mwald bDelieves that wuth Wa
nieces by the game anthor
narratives as those comnr
however, fesls that
Kings," referr
on Ruth). DD,
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honesty, and he tries, by the vriting of such a narra‘bi‘vfé%

nity for such an individual,

Tt is thus evident that this book was written at a time
the idea of individual retribution had been fully accepted
teken for granted; and one vho disbelieved in it would be la
unon gnsgnicionsly and considered a sinner, Therefore, the boc
nrave bheen vritten later than Jeremizh who introduced this belie
TzeKisl, the Deuteronomistic redactors of Judges and Kings, and
Foliness and Priestly Codes, 211 of which carried forward this not
Tn P thig belief finally came into prominence., So that if we
P eround 400 7,C, (see page 13), then the book of Job was written
nrobablyr around that time or even somewhat later, This is true ¢
pecially if we realize that about+this time the belief in a r«
rection was just beginning to gain ground, although it was no'
mich taken for granted that Job's friends would have refi

in their arrcuments with him, TIndeed, at the time of Ezra a

over, the apocalvpse Isaiah 2&-.2-’—? was writem%

belief in a resurrection had an established 2ce
.

licious though " (in the second h&lcf of
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decay, Therefore, we are inevitably led to Buttenwieser*5¢ﬁﬁﬁﬁi

clusion that Job was written a2hout the wear 400 B.C.z

S

or the WNarrative was written by the same authpr who wrote théfmaig
bodv of the book (the Dialormes), consisting of the speeches of
Job 2nd his three friends and God's revelation and speech amidst
the storm, Fowever, the harpy ending in 42:10, 12-17, he beiieﬁEﬁ,
is & later addition, absolutely inconsistent with the fact that the
=uthor wishes to disprove the established "belief in retributive
justice and to show insteac that there was such & thing as dis—=
interested worshin of God", But verse 11 of chapter 42 "is the real
and ori~inal ending, coneistent with the contents of the Dialogues

and Fittine in well with the Prologue from which it receives mean-

Teclesiastes, too, is another book in the category of Wisdom
Literature, Tts dominant theme is to show that "all is wvanity,t
thet man is helpless and limited in his capacities; and that he, =

. ¢ -l

like the heast, is destines for the same end,death, Therefore, in

such =

happiness only b obeyvins God's covenants --
sincerely religious,

3:n Sira (Bcelesiasticus) r
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The time in which tlie author livt_ad was that of much tas
frequent wars, and a corrupt nobility, There was court and
wickedness, oporessions, and arbitrary despotism '(suppr_ei-a':sio};_-bfﬁ
free speech, in 10:20), Koheleth probably lived in Jerusalem near
the Temple (8:10; 5:1), Fe was wealthy (2:4-8) and old (11;9_124?‘?&
livinge alone 2s the result of an unhappy marriage (7:26, 28)s fe

late Febrew and Persian words and Aramrisma, which incdicate a late

date, Since many scholars have come to imdentify the "old anad
foolish kine" of 4: 13-16 as Ptolemy IV (d., 205 B.C.) who ruled

Pzlestine zg Hevniian overlord in the third century, they have con=s
that the "noor and wise youth" and "the second youth" are
Ftolery V a7 Antiochus IIXI of Syria who succeeded Ptolemy V (ef,
10:16-17), Thercfore, the book of Tcclesiastes must have been wr:
about the beginning of the second century B.C.*

Cne other mamual of conduect -- Drobably the best instance of

Wiisdom Literature -- is that of the book of Proverbs. It, w%‘f

instructs from the point of view of the individual, 'il'E".Eszi ﬁ

unon knov:ledp:e."4 And it seems to have been written at a
when Jewish culture assumed a non-national character --
when monotheism was tacitly assumed., It was an era,

period, vhen Jewish




a time like that of the thiré century B.C, (300-200 B,C,), when
decadent, Tellenistic civilization was greatly affecting Jewish

o

1life in Palestine, and when the complexities of city life with its
advantaces and vices, were proba ly the subject of the day;*jas

the anproximate date for the book of Proverbss

2: 26a; 3:17; 7:18b, 6D, 293 8:2b, Za, 5,6a, 11-10; 11:9b; I2:1a, 18
(from ffecr God --"3, 14; 5:3,7a; 4:5;°5:3,74; 711a,3,5,6-9,11,12,19:
18:1: ©:17, 183 10:1-3,8-14a,15 18,19 -~ are all glosses.inseréedﬁhy____
orthodox glossator in the spirit of the Pharisees,

* Prov,, 6:32-35 (adultery is a crime against man's well-bei
19 (organized robbery); 11:26 (hoarding corn); 27:23-27 (e
16:10-15; 25:2-5; 31: 2-9 (Manuals for the conduct of kings
12:24 (in praise of industry); 24:17f,; 25:21f, (kindness toward
enemies -- this goes beyond Lev, 19:18, which refers only to one
fellow-countrymen)s 1:20-33 (wicked are warned; they must _
According to ?ncyciopedia 3iblica on Proverbs (pp. 3911f
31l are added anpendices,

These are the sources for this chanter:
Encyclopedia Biblica, Ruth, np, 4166-4172
Camb,, Ruth, pp, XIV-XVI
I.c.c.’ ECCleSiaStES, pp. 44"‘65 J
Encyc. Bib,, Proverbs, pp. 3911-3918 oy -
(Joh sources have bheen civen on note * n, 27),
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Chanter VI
Lamentations and Psalms¥

Sefore we enter upon a discussion of the prophets

-1

gent the noblest examples of moral passion and social
ness on behalf of the weak and the oppressed, il is Well Cthat we
s237 a few worde concerning two works which are classic exam
relicsious noetryv, ol
The ereat Adirge mourning the destruction of the 'I‘emple :ln
Jerusalem in 586 3.0, -- lamentations -- is such an instance
tense orief and peliciouns fervor, All chapters, except the 1
conmeicst of alrhabetic acrostics; and all chapters have twer y

stanzas, The entire work is written in a ':J'i\ (Kinah) or

Jewisl nation., Thev were nrobably culled from earlier ;
litursically on the ninth of Ab in Zechariah's time (: '_ h,
They were commesed mich later than the time of Nehenﬂ.a]%
in the latter vart of the Persian period (in the fourth
400-333 3,C.). Chapnters 2 and 4 are parallel to one :
cribing the sufferings of the leaders, They resembd

"nersecution'" nsalms, 1-72%*

* The sources for this chapter
Incye, 3ib., Iamentations
Camb, ; Iementations, 5
I.C.C. Psalms.
Encye. Bi’b., fvaalma,
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Chapter 3, however, treats the nation as an indiy
expresses the thousht that the af~liction of an individual
wholesore discinline, Israel,encaged in & voetie monologu’é’ﬁ
exhorted to repant and trust in God's goodness, Sudde (see n
%% on », 20) assicns this vpoem to the pre-Maccabean part of :@‘é'
Oreck ace, 5

Chanter 5, in the form of a prayen, closes with & sense of
the wrath of Sod contiming to spend ite strength upon the un-
Portin-+te neonle, Tt was written in a time of economic stresa,\ “:'

vhen Israel

il -

wae harassed B insufficient agricultural (v, 10)

labor &nd,hi paide nhon their fields at the harvest-season by

2. T I
enemies, the Bdomites and Nabataean Arabs (v, 93 cf, Isa. 62:8, 5
vhieh was written probably in the age of Nehemiah). There is _ 4

the dominant note that 211 this has havnened because 'we bear
sins of our fathers¥(in V. 7; ef. Zech, 1:2-6 and also very
Psalms). Inceed, a deliverer would be most welcome to resct

them froo sich troublous times (this refers either to the @i

5

days hefore the coming of Ezra and Nehemiah to Jerusalem --

3.C. -- or else in the dark days of Artaxerxes 9@11135@5

commmnity., As for the d&@iﬂ&;@ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ

indeed very difficult.

of accuracy that there e . £
ey R
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Vaccabean, These are: 2,20,21,30,33,44,60,61,63,74,
110,11&-118,135-138,145-150, FHowever Dr, Buttenwieser
psalms 30,118-18,137,138, and probably 83, "are of such

I nerfection that they must have been produced while Hebrew
|
{ was still at its height; while others like psalms 2,20,21,

102,115,148,147, show such a freshness and finish of style that it
ie obvious that they must have been written before any decaﬁmeas@#

lancmare had become menifest, A third group, finally, comprising

nsalms 44,79,74,79,28,135,136,145,148~150, and the fragmentcary
0, thourh clearly showing a decided decline in literary skilio

are 2ll withont excention written in faultless, idiomatic Hebr

£
showine no trace of decommosition so markedly in evidence be;
in the second part of the third century B.C,!" Therefore: evéa
third groun does not belong to the Maccabean period. Mamm:a?

‘.._ ..

conditions 2lluded to in these psalms might have occured at .

Persian dowvn to the Maccabean period," 1In fact, the clos
of the Parsian reign was probably such a period of gre
for the Jews (¢f. Tsa, 14:20-32 and Josephus, Contra A
193) and, with the comins of Alexander, a short
was enjoved by them, O&n other words, those P
lizious persecution and tyrannous rule do not 1
the troublous Naccabean times, and "migh
written during the time of Artaxerxe:

terized, as we know from his rd

religious in
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trinmph misht easily be a product of the time of .
outstendine features of vhose rule were religious toleran
recard for the individualities of nations." And Hf%@?’ﬂi
death, there was a period of continuous struggle, of which
Tehrew pcivine wav and beine superseded by Aramaic, In the .

of these facts, "it is to be anestioned whether there are any

Pealms datimg later than the middle of the third century B.C.®

tives, rnd influences of one thousand years of Hebrew de
we have now come to the noint where we mst give the backgr
+to the Toramost exnoments of social consciousness, the
e rust discover how thev developned that intense moral
which plzwved such a mighty role in the developeméﬂﬁf
liar Vebrew senius which inepires men to strugsle for pes
tice, democracy 2s against moral anarchy, tyranny, :
that distinctive spirit for social and spiritual r:
hag come to ‘identify the Jewish people with !
of ethical monotheism, . -
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Chanter VII e
Bthical lonotheism: TIts Origins

how the prophets themselves contributed. to the evolution ofa L

Febraic thought, it would be well if we understood how 'bhe

| genius of the Febrew neonle came into being,

'. Btlical monotheism may be said to have evolved out of the
conflict which ensued when two entirely different cultures came
into contact 1.-.rii,h one another, These two ways of life were Baal
ism and Yahwism,

| The birth and early history of Yahwism took place among the

nomadic, Semitic tribes of the Arabian desert., The Judeh, Simen

and Ievi
| and made their home in rocky, Judaea, were such wandering
They c¢-me into southern Canaan a hundred years or so after
tribes of ®phraim, led by Joshua, had crossed the Jordan
filtrated northern Palestine (¢, 1200 B,C,). .F‘.or._'}-_a;eu:t}h
life on the desert had been relatively simple, They
into exclusive clans or tribes, Each clan was a dem
unto itself, The welfare of the clan depended uvor
tion for every individual; Thus, these unse!
within their own limits, were based as 1li
the ideals of justice and brotherhood as
there is any such thing as a pur |
was. For, within such desert g

was no such thing as pri




=35~

Such economic and social attitudes were expressed

fessor Wallis calls, their mishpat, The mishpat is, a«
to Wallis, "the social arrangements or institutions whieh

20nle together in groups like the family, clan, na;b;l.q:m;-"ﬁ" "

b

Therefore, when Amos savs in 5:24, "Let justice (mishpat) roll
down like waters," he means "Iet the social arrangements of

this peonle, to whom I am speaking, be just (cf. Isas _3:2"3'3;_-; ﬁe@..
3:1)." In other words, the later prophets like Amos still e-lum

to the idsas of democracy and brotherhood which are the 'bustomary

usase,'" or "mishpat! of a nomadic desert tribe. Noreover, like

their ancestors, thzy believed that social relationships -- D

end private matters -- ware concerns of religion, The deity =

1
&
(4]

called Vahweh -~ was the defender of this status cuo; Ne was'
vested with all the characteristics of the desert demoer .
e and His chammions could tolerate no other attitudes,
Thus, when some of these nomadic tribes entered sgm_{
Palestine; they discovered that they did not have to
mode of living very mmch, The scant rain~fall had wa
most of the already poor top-soil making large .

immoseibla, TFor thesz peonle, a »nastoral e:
life that offered itself to them, This
in the desert which they had sc

art, the code,of the des
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However, the northern tribes or Echraim were not so for
nate, From the desert they came into contact with the more hi
1y develoned eivilization of the settled Canaanites, whose
was the worship of Baal and his comnterpart, Asherah, No more g ‘

could the sons of Bphraim enjoy the benefits of a simple pafé‘b

life; rather they had to adapt themselves to a new, agricultu

economy, Yahwism, democracy, equality now had to struggle to

preserve thergelves against the encroachments of Baslism, nriv

ate
tiry, 2nd class distinctions, Thus, "a great struggle fo

hatween two races and thew respective p'ods."7

Your, vhet was this Baalism? First, the word "Baalll meane

raster or ovmer. This term was apnlied to the gods of the

destinies of their life, And their human renresentatives --
wper classes -- were also called baslim. In other words, Beasi
recornized class distinetions, and the dif'fergnc_g between
classes =nd glaves became in time very slight, Thus, the
man -- the enslaved peasant --~ was disrecarded and «
value only as a slave, working for his Baal, or as
militery ventures, IFf he - "stepred out of liﬁew
advence in his position, the Baa '
"barbarism" hv a paid police,

In Raslism there was no such con
1K, 21:1-4), Indivicuals ovmed |
ly. If the ovmer became e
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many steps to enslavement, So much for the commiaﬁf"
Jization" of the Canaanitish Rasls, .

One can imacsine how intense was the struggle for ﬂw
of the desert mishpat of Yehweh, when the Febrew tribes --

17 those in the north -- were thrown in the midst of such an al:

‘ culture =s Baslism, Indeed, the struggle for justice on ‘trh@
[ the champions of Vehweh was, to them, bound up with the strug

a~ainst "other rods" and the civilization they signified. The
: Iesrael tribes that still clung to the name of Yahweh might wﬁ@ﬁ

; heve forsaken the last vestige of their desert heritage had ﬂ_’__.'_;_;._ ¥
circumstances forces them to break with Bazl and to call u‘pe‘ii‘

: vzhwehts aid acaingt the Canaanites at the battle of Ta' o

L: especially tha enslaved inhabitants of the t¥irbe of Ismacha

north, (ef, Men., 49:14-15) vhich inepired Deborah and B&r&ﬂ'

oin to Mlfill the command to wipe out the “irkuity of the A
This enirit of indenendence was contacious among the .
trices, vho had most to lose by =ttacks of Baalism uvon ti
an impersonal movemsnt of nationalism throush military
orew in strensth, And the conauest and destruction

srouns beran in earnest (ecf. Jud, 9:44-49),

Philistines started to assert their power
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that thourh conquered in the military sense of the wo:
ally the latter were assimilatines Yahweh to them, ¥al

may have survived, but this was Fis only remmant, The nql
and civilization of Yehweh was becoming more and mcreBaalﬂé.g
aristocracy of lancholders and slave-owners wase aria:mg 1
Ephraim (28, 13:23-29; cf, 14:30,31; 1K, 2:36-40; 1S, 2£:10
2 peasont aristocpacy was ascerting itself, as well, in the

Class cdistinetions and private proverty were becoming the order

ey
rore ranid in the North, It was this not very difficult for Saulys
o1 e

with the help of the Rfnai Webitim, or fanatical zealots or ee="
static provhets, to unite the aristocracy of both parts of Pal

torether with their manpower in slaves, and ward off the P
threzat to the nationalist movement of the Febrews (ecf. 18, 1
; 19:20-24), Of course, this was all done in the name of
mut, as said before, vhat a delusion! It was not a fighil;fr,' oS
the demoeratic mishpat of the desert Yahweh, but rather i
struegle to preserve ithe interests of the upper el
civilization as against an equally alien culture,
classes vere duped into giveins up their lives fo
not of their own Yahweh, but rather for the ‘?
inferior Baalistic 'tivilization"}

This work of unification and con
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basis for such an incident,

For, in Solomon's reign thewe was peace and securi
hostile n=ichbors, There was opportunity to establish 1
Prlestine as ghower in the world. Peace had thrown back 1’3@
farmine monv who had previously been needed for service in the
army, The influx of large numbers into farmine produced a sur-
plus cron vhich gave the country a commodity for eﬁmort;éi‘ﬁ *t
wae not lon~ before a merchant class arose to conduct forﬁigﬁ?j'

and domestic trade, As these merchants became more prosverous

then their brother-farmers, they moved to the capital to keep

in closer touch with national and international affairs. They

becare the aristoeracy st the king's court, It was here that

they joined the more fashionable Baal-VYahweh cult, |

-

For, Solomon's meny marriage-allisnces (25, 5:11),.had
foreicrn nrincesses to Jerusalem, These devotees of forei

had come with their retinues, and, out of respect to t

built on a Phoenician model and radically different fr
desert "ohel mo'ed'", Thus, in PalBBtiheg nnﬁar*ﬁhﬂ'ﬂ
foreism cults, the worshin of a Baalistic Yahweh had
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orbitant taxes (1K. 4:7), and expropriating his p
£2:7; 8:11,14), Toreing him and his family into r
or (1K, £:13f,; 9:20-22; cf, Lev. 25:29-46; and 1 K,.11:28;
14), or humiliating slavery, if he could no‘b-replaﬁﬁ'fﬁﬁ{:’bﬁé '
treasuries of his rich Baals or lords, Imevitably, as a raﬂ‘-"
sult of 21l this, dissatisfaction seethed throuch the mssé@,.n '
Even in David's time, rebellions broken out (ef, 28, 15!2H§33v'
ther ware easily gquelled by professional mercenaries or gib
(28, 2:183 15:18;5 20:9), The trouble was lack of c:gme'benfh ll'
and inspired leadershipe This is why the revolt £sileds

ILeaders soon appezrad unon the scene -- chanmpions of Yal
like ®Wlijak, Slisha, Amos, and Jehonadab ben

Rechab, +ho looked askance &t the Temple with its foreign

The Rechanhites, Mazirites, and tThe provhets themselves l:l‘.ink

life in the desert with the life that was acceptable to

Yehweh, As hie champions and defenders of the old, d

-

vhen .he Febrews were nomads wendering in the desert
old davs., WNow that the D2ople saw how mich of
being t~ken from them and how mach they hax

merciless aristocracy indifferent to
thege chammions of the old Yahwe




.

Thus, ethical monotheism -- the fundamental doc
Hebrew relicion -- grew directly out of matters in whﬁ:gﬁr
relationships were involved, The religion of Yshweh —- %
relirion -- became aciive -- came into itsown -- when ite :
ware throwr in the midst of =#m alien culture which threate:
consume it, The religion of gustice, brotherhocod, eguallity

into = vpassionate realit; vhen it had to defend itself against

injustices of Baalism,, Ethical monotheism was inextricably en-
meched in <1he social system, And in order to realize 1'53311?@&‘

the hirhest spiritual level possible, it had to combat thoge
patterns antagonistic to it. And such men like the great ﬂ.ﬁ.‘kﬁr i,
prophets, znd such works as J and E and Deuteronory arose at 3@5@;‘; '
the onnortunes time, vhen Yahweh and his people ne.ede,t?.: them to ¢ I
shasize the old morality, the morelity of the desert, It was
them that the socinl strugele at last found expression én&: 1
Torward, acainst nerversive influences, into that great p

the ¥ebrew gening -~ ethical monotheism -- a philosop

which emerred from the spiritual, moral, and above

exneriences of the Hebrew peonle,

ing of the Febrew genins -- of the

great passion for social r
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the peonle and to richt the grievous wrongs done agaims'la
so that they may find favor in His eyes and, in this way,
happy life in the future, Now, in order Go lead hislDeoDLEras
tell them what God desires of them, the prophets mist ]merw wh;::&
is Cod's will, TWor this is needed the art of divination -- of

derstending the will of dod, From the varied types of diviners

vho practiced this art evolved the institution of the Hebrew pro-

nhet,

Amons the desert Febrews thers were various methods of da=

| vinin~ into the future and thus knowing the will of God, Iots

SESwe——a— Uhe TLICTL of arrows, =s—msei—mashaas, Towever,
i

J for 211 of them only 2 certain chosen person, close o the ¢

was cnalified, so that the divination might be valids ‘J}he
D IIN - the oracular nriest whose oracular deeia:.:mym
NI - ihe NI )N and the »ictn  were such

ified individuals, As for the D3IN and Dic)) . they

the court »IIN , they never rose rmch above the .
statics,
And when the Hebrews entered Pale
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the name of Vahweh rrew in prestige when their deity was v
ious at Tatanach and eventuzlly became nationalized and imperial
ized under Navid and Solomon, Now, when they spoke in Yal‘méﬁ'ﬂ na
their words were hearkened to., They alone were the leg-it-im’.b& di-

viners oF fMod's wills they alone were sought to consult the will of

the crest Bod, Vahweh -- the God of the desert mishpat who had grown

i =
o

50 ymich in —ower =and prestige,

But manv of these Pric*™d '4 ?a or rmilds of professional
nrorhets, when thay prophesized, still believed that their God was
the c-ma ~g the one vho renrasentaed the old desert life of democ-
racy =n° socizl justice, And thus when, during Solomon's reign,

, "nalistie elements began to creep into the pure Yshweh—

Tforeirnm

9

worehin, these nrophets became greatly disturbed. For they fezred

that euch innovaiions would sreatly threaten their authority and

the suthority of their deity, Vshweh, Therefore, they protested
arzinst the new standards, =nd, in their protests, the drophe
a favorable resnonse among the masses of the Deople, .
At the close of Solomon's reigh certain indiwiduals arose «
of the ranks of the PRCTRL e and took matters iﬂf" >
hands in order to resotre to the neople the old
svstem connected with the mishpat of the deser‘l‘.
aividuals discovered that they could no longer aeﬁ € £Fe



% cof. 28, 12: 1"15t where

*% QOesterley and Robi
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political activity.® Fe had already, for _som:e_--t-;i‘;_"'_
and complacent aristocracy that had been formed at Sol
courts; and he hated the foreisn enlts which the Eing'ﬁﬁaf
duced into his kingdom by his marriage - alliances, 'ﬁb~maﬁ':
tained that Vahweh desired not the riches and poverty, the 't
and Aebts which 3aalism had brought inte the lives of the o

but rather that the old life of the desert should be re

r-"

Ahijsh, therefore, consnired with Jereboam (cf, The Incizniec t
of the Septuagint to 1K, 5:;13-1R: 9:15-23s 114 26ff., 12-a[ﬁg?1
but the revolt failed; Jereboam had to g€lee for his liﬁég qﬁﬁz

: - : ; : 2 AR
since the provhet's nerson was considered inviolable, Ahijah es—

seceded Trom Jnd=h under Rehoboam and Tollowed Ahijah's adv:
(cf. 1K. 11:20-31)%L by desisnating Jereboam (who ‘had, hsr this
time, returned to Israel) as their king in 932 B.Q;Iaf i@i&jf
another professional pronhet, Shemaizh, convﬁﬁéﬁ@"ﬁgf;fﬁgﬁi:
such a division of the kinsdom was the will of Yal

12:20-24)7%  Thus two indiviaual brofessional prawﬂ

raference to the ten loaves and ‘biscu
1¥X, 14:3 as payment for nrophes
Smith, The Pronhets and Their Ti
used visions -- a method of pro
(ef. 1K, 14:1FF, ).

his sin concerning Baths
harm Nathan,

disagreed and
Rehoboam and Te
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the relision of Yahweh into the social and paliti
their work, made it a force in social reform,

St Tereboam Aid not Fulfill the hones which Shemaish
Ahijah had in him, Tnstead he erscted foreirn-éult sai
at Dan and Bethel,l® mne nrovhets, including Ahijah, denou
(1K, 14:7-18). Mowever, during his life-time (937-915 B.C) down &«
the reirn of Ahab (275-853 B.C.), prophetic resistance and po:

activity were successfully thwarted, The same was true in

Mt in 29 7,0,, 2 champion of Vahweh, Azarish ben Oded, was

to affeet o relisions and politiual reformation, znd overthrov

of Judah (2Chr, lﬁzl-lﬂ)f Asz, it haprened, followed prophe
finence snd abolished his mother's syneretistic eﬁ:kt;?m
her sacred nrostitutes and mifletzeth,1® Instead, he showe
wil in‘mess to re-establish Yahwism in the form of a @
lirious nrosram (the K or Kenite Code)1® Tn this manner;

descendsnts ware able to maintain the old democratic des

Judah with Asa's reigm; whereas, in the North th
acted = mirhty dramatic struggle between Yahv
Elijsh and Elisha, and Baalism, @efended

phets (1K, 16:29-2K, 10:36),

* Jowever, G, 1O
1y, not proph
THexateuch, pp, 1
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been resction to Baalism and resistance to any attempt by the pr
to effect a relirious and political change. 3ut with the rule of

Ahab, there were sufficient reasons for condemmation by the profes-
sional »rophets, First , thejﬁenonnced him for having spared the life
of the Syrian Tenhadad and for having made a treaty with him (1XK.20:

: 17
35-43)

Je Second, the prosverity of Ahab's reign, with the evils

(5]

similar to those during the time of Solomon, were intolerable to these
acvocates of Vahwism, And third, the introduction of Tvrian Baalism
thron~h Ahab's marriace to Jezebel marked the limit of the provhetst
endurance, It is then that Flijah appears, in order to nrotest azainst
Jezebel's foreirn ecult and her priests (1K,17:19), her disregand forus ‘
the sanctity of the »prophet's person (1k.1R:4; 12:1-2), and her gross II

perversion of justice in the case of Naboth (1K, 21:15-16),
1L

-

According to Dr, Morgenstern, 8 Elijah was probably a Eeni'ﬁ‘s@.. I
At anv rate, he was a semi-nomadic shepherd from Southern Judah _f@%ﬁ_
2K.1:n),19 who vehemently protested against Ahab's violations of ti "_'_I
desert mishonat (1K.21:17-29), But, contrary to those professional p

phets who preceded him, Elijah did not desire te affact any ;

revolution, Rather, his aim was to convince the people, throuch

education and examnle, to return to the true worship and
vahweh had taueht them in the desert, Therefore on Nt. :
proves to them the might of the one true Ge& .
they received his message with indifference.
geciuted by Jezebel (1K, 19=-1—-3), Elije b H
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and encouragement to aivoeoint Tlisha his puccessor to carry on hie
vork (1¥, 19:19-21), Thus died a new kind of prophet“wthihsﬁaﬁa-
of encdeavorine to have the old desert mishpat of Yahweh rulg'é@

e herrts of men throurh a chanpge in the political order, desired
to shov his peonle the errors of their wsys through the slower
process of emeation, instruction, example, Such methods wers to
be carried on by the later literary srophets; and through thei
ihere dev2loped the rreat moral and spiritual insights,; which
‘da of ethienl monotheism =n ever Ffiner and nobler principle for
Towaver, it was not until sbout 750 B,C that Amos appeared
as the firet nrophet to continue the work of Elifah,

Tt ie well, mevertheless, that we mention the work of two
prophets before Armos, who though lesger lights, championed &g
well as ihev conld the cause of Vahweh, The Ffirst of these is
Meaich hen Imlah, who, though orfe of Ahab's professional-pﬁﬁﬂﬁé%ﬁggl
neverthaless did not allow himself to become a tool of the king mu

who did not derenerate like his colleagues into a "false prqphaﬁgﬂ

(cf, 1Hiec, 3:5) subservient to the king's whims.ao Mioaiah%a;;

but rather in the cave on I#, loreb (cf. Ehrganstaqnq“
Document of the Fexateuch, pp., 34-35,)

* Trhe commosition of the J And E sources was inmfl
and the szighth-century pronhetic movement
are themselves insurcent rrophetic namphle
practices, RE's moses (Mum. 25:4-5; cf,
everyone his men that joined to Ba
and Wlisha, In the Josenh-sf
dreams (Gen. 27:19), who was
Amoa 2:6, 6:63 8:6), who is :

1ff. 5. ané se% nat

is obv;oua that E
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character as a true prophet is best illustrated when,-ﬁhi@ﬁé
other 400 professional provhets, he refused to nredict auacﬁﬁaf
for Lhab and Jehoshavhat in their battle against Benhadad of
Syvria for Ramoth-Gilead, For this he was thrown into b:‘i'séﬂ%
but he maintained his integrity as a worthy interpreter of GodFs
word (1K, 22:5-6, 8, 13-28),
Ta other nronhet Wlisha, Zlijsh's successor, tried to ful-
£111 the charre which his predecessor entrusted to him; but he

her the patience nor the background of his mastar?ﬁaﬂé

=
i
-
4
(D
1.,
t
a4
1)

Torz reverted rather to the rolicies of the professional
vhets by fomenting political and religious rebellion against
Jorzm in an attemnt to brins the peonle back to the desert mish-'
nat of Vehweh, TFe was aided in this by other professional pro-
phets in Methel, Gilgal, and Jericho (2K, 2:3-183 4238ff;} ﬁﬁﬁﬁ
by Jehonadab ben Rechab, Ffounder of the Rechahites whq,‘iiﬁg‘
Yazirites (ef, ™Mwm, 6:2ff,), advocated a reutrn to the old 1
desert,” These, torether with Elisha, succeeded in @war%hmaﬂf
Joram (852-242 1,C,) in a bloody revolution, which ceﬁt'h

* 1In 1K, 19:19, Blij inds %lisha ploughine
of exen -- which seeme to indicate that he waa a

do farmer,

** lorgenstem, Oldest Doeument of th
formation too <.

the simple .L'I.fe o:f.’ 'l;hef' )
time toolt the form which we
21"'23) - = T




of the king and his family and every adherent to the M&;_L
(2K, 13:18-27). Jebu, the choice of the -’Sfal'nvi_ﬁ'bs,_ memé

the throne of Israel (842-214 B,C,). It can thus be seen

lar to those which accormanied the peace and security ofSol on!
and Ahab's reicns -- onnpression, corruption, complacencys For,
when Amos enpeared upon the scene, the aristocracy had already
dured the masces with their conception of the Yom Yahweh -- a
day lirked with the New Vear's Day, when Yahweh would make

Israel rnler over all the nations of the world and ¥Yahweh him-

self woulr be their onlv God. This enabled the upper clagggﬁ-\ “,.- :

sion of the ruling aristocracy.
Thus everything was in readiness for Amos! de
sage of doom in the courtyard of the Temple on ﬂw‘

Asif festival in the year 751 B,C,22*




Chapter VIII
Introduction to the Eighth Century Prophets

Before we consider the prophetic careers of Amos and the
other eirhth century prophets, it would be well for us to un-
derstand somethinz of the historical background in which they
lived

T 792 Be.Cey Assyria stabted on a veriod of decline un-
til the wvear 745, when the fortunes of Assyria under Tislath-!
Pileser IIT, took a turn for the better, The increase in bres-
tige thiis gnitiated was continued by Shglmene-ser v ('?2‘7-'?22) y Sar-

gon (722-705), and ESennacherib (705 on).
In the period of decline, the kingdoms of Israel and Judsh
were able 1o assert themselves, Thus, under Jereboam II (781- .

erity

ceme to these 1 wo Palestinian states, An added factor which

704) of Israel and Tizziah (789-737) of Judah, power and DProst

ed

ascug counld not assert itself as cuickly as the two
doms, Left thus unmolested, Judsh and Israel enjoj
placency, and social irresponsibility. As a res
epirirnal maladjustments ensued, which gave .
to express his lofty moral insights, )
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Svria subjeect to the power of Assyria but also Judah
was 2 vassal to that forsign "aid", Israel dared to rev:
der 7oshez but she was crushed, once end for all, by
721 B,C, Sargon followed up this victory by the subjugati
Fhilistine cities, leaving only Judah unharmed, R0

Towever, vhen Sennacherib succeeded Sargon in 705, 2
power, under lerodagh-Raladan, was beginning to rise. The
and estern psopnles, including Fezekiah of Judah, thought that
here wa2g Aan opnortune time to rid themselves of Assyrian @
tion, ™t they were wrong. And, in 701, Judah barely escaped
complete destmmetion by the Assyrian hordes,

Thus, we have traced briefly the history of Israel an
and Fosheza of Israel, and of Uzziah, Jotham, Ah&z, and Hez

from 782 to 701, which includes the reigns of Jereboa

of Judah, At this time, too, Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah
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Chapter IX
Amos
Amos was a southerner from the village of Tekoa (1;1} o
few miles south of Jerusalem, Part of the year he was a dresser

v by the

of sycamore trees (which brought forth food eaten mostlj

poor); the rast of the vear he was a shepherd, Thus, Amos was

of a humble economiec and social status, WHis knowledze was ﬂ.&iﬁiaﬁﬁ.

ed to the current knowledse of the land, In such an environmen
Amos had srmle onpnortunity for reflective thousht -- for int
tion =nd meditation over solemm things. It was very natural ﬁh&‘b‘
he should Tave develoned a psychic personality, subject to ha}}.m

cinations and visions, burdensd with a feeling of heavy raspons-

bilitr to nreach the word of God to His people -- to feel '&W&B

]..l

whan the harbage beran to dry, he saw God forming locusts
stroy the rine prains and he comprehended God!'s purposes
destroyins verstation" means “"God will destroy mankind.qﬁ’ A
erieves at this thought and pleads for Is:-_ael_:';-g and
ened to his plea =nd rslented, (7:1-3) .
In =nother vision, about the riddle of s
fire consuminge ocean and land, In this in

it meant the destruction of m:
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Israel; indeed, there is nothine but doom in store for
(8:1-3)

Alsc with the word 7_1 Ic meanineg a plumb-line, does Anx
in his fourth and final vision, MNoreover, he connects the rleﬁ,
plurb-line with the lead impmorted from Assyria. Thus, Amos im-
terorets such a vision to mean that Israel's walls are out of
plumb; “her =re abeut to totiter at the hands of Assyria. Ass )
the lead plumb-line (?Jfr ) will smite ( 5 >J) and des
"the hish-nlaces of Isasc and the sanctuaries of Israel. “ (?;‘?f-@

In other words, instead of a message of hove, Amos ‘brings

to the 2eonl: nothine but a message of doom and exile ta & ﬂ&@&r
from vhich Israel had once, in the distant past, comes that iﬂ,ﬁ_‘
a corner of Assyria, Kir, It is true that the arch-enemies |
Isracl -- tha2ir nersecutors, Syria, Gaza, Tvre, mdom, An

and Judsh -- will suffer for their social sins. (1
Just because Igrael has a special, covenanatal r
with Yahweh, this does not mean that hés s:l.na will hﬁ )
(2:1-2) On the contrary, in spite of all the sac
mey offer in expiation for his sins (4:4,53
13-16; 5:18,17,18-27; 8:11-92:8) because of
(2:6-12; 5:10-15; 8:4-6), The Yom Yehweh i
ing (‘5°‘153§ »17), but of giﬁ-bm.. . mie only 1




him to be = member of a ¢nild of ecstatic, professional

nhets, Amaziah tells him to go away to his ovn land of

sinple Aresser of sycamore trees whom God chose to proph

Fis meopla and lead them from their evil ways (7:10-14),

Thus, hesides his message of doom, Amos was the first to =
i _ t
iz I :
conceive of Vzhweh as CGod of all the world who demands moral
‘o

virtues -- social justice -- of 211, And if anyone does not

conform with Tod's standards =- no matter who he may be == ewv:
Israel, his special choice among all the nations (3223 cf Dsz)—cs

-}'\,’5 _P_"ﬁ"- i

mot ~o unmunished, Thus, at the same time that A
universalistic in his social-justice messace (2:7), he manif

a particulsaristic note in that he exacts more of Israel beca:

of his more intimate relationshin with Godl




Chanter X

Fogea =nd Nicah

This hiech moral and spiritual tone was carried on by

and Tieah, two champions of Vahweh, who continued the fight

social justice arainst the destructive forces of NBaalism,

s S " »” _ B L
ekiah of J1d2h, and Jereboam II of Israel, He probably st

his prophetiic career before the death of Jereboam IIN{cy '?493.&_9(

and itnessed the troublous

734 T.C.)e This date is more likely when we realize ‘bha‘t :biwrﬂa
is no refaerence in Tosea to the Syro-BEphraimitic war again?‘t b
Juczh in 734-733 R.0, and he still speaks of Gilead as p
northern Israzl in 53l 6:83 12:11, although after 784 Lhis
was under the rle of Tiglath-Pileser of Assyria, It thus I
that Tosea did not prophesy after the vear 734 B,C,
This wvas a period of lawlessness (4:2; 65:l; 71. i
anarchy (7:9; 2:8), and irresponsible religious an
leaders (4:8f; 5313 9:15). Being a res:ldent'aff
and not a visitor like Amos, Hosea, as a .
in the micst of the affairs of the lc R
very well and denounced them, His tr
hin of Tsrael's infidelity ama ‘
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already too late -- so much is Israel steeped in the
ninpf
Godts orminotence, in Fosea, is not stressed so much as
in Amos, loreover, 'osea'!'s God is not as universalistic as’
understood Fim, Fosea shows no interest in Vahweh's work ¢
it affects TIsrael, The other nations are considered only ﬁeﬂﬁ*iﬁ‘
chastisement for Israsl, Thus, Vahweh is to Hosea a national Gﬂ?
who recnires persgonal religion -- moral faithfulness -- and not

immorality (4:8), ' %

Another chormion of the pnoor -- & sbokesman for
neas=nts -- is THeah, Tig date dis very difficult to ascertain,
Some (2.7,, Towack) say that he lived in post-exilic
Jerch-meelites, or Bdomites, were persecuting the small Jewish
remmant, in Palestine (ef, 6:9-18; 7:1-8, 7-20 are verses whi

believe, reserble Psalms 12,14,58; Isa, 56--311-—5'?*:;-1--;’ 593!

behalf of the Zdomite persecutors, Thev believe ‘ﬁhﬁt
fered to is not Tabvlonia but rather the EBdomit

Menasssh (c. 650 B.C.),%> at about the time
being written (ef, 6:1-8, 9-16; 7:1-6, i
Deuteronomic tone),
the ideals of the great
hidine because of the t

write in seeret.
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dates 1dcah =fter the Syvro-Ephkaimitic war in 734, in the 12

of Ahaz nnd Tezekish of Judsh, Therefore, 1:2-9 refers to the

nroachins destruciion of Samaria and tells of the consec

ger to Jerusalems; for MNicah himself lived in an unexposed towm,

Voresheth, only ahout fifty miles from Jerusalem, In short,
portravs to ns those troublous times from 721-701 B,C., when the
Assvri=r hordes were harassing the inhabitants of Palestine; and
from his ords we derive z picture of how the death-struggle in
northern ITerael affected a citizen of Judsh like Micah, We see
also the neriod after 721 -- from 715-701 -~ when Judah was welli~—
nizh rent asgsunder bv plots and counter-nlots of pro-Assyrian and

Pro-armtiscn narties in Judah under Fezekiah, Micah makes us

realize that Jndah is on the down-grade, torn between al.‘!.eg
to Assyris or to mevpt, It is a period of rule by & degenerates
commerci=l aristocracy -- of luwxury and indulgence, greed &mﬁ
tyranny, injustice and onpression of the poor neagant and v
earner (3:1-2) -- when widows and orphans are evicted from
homes (3:11; 2:2,2) and priests and prophets cater to ‘hhﬁ
brow-bezt the noor (3:5ff,,11). The people are so blin
believe Yahweh will not leave them in spite of thelr

by Amos end Mosea, and affirms pure
the evils of the Zaalistic "eivil




struction is inevitable, Salvation lay only in the
of the sirmle, country-folk, who alone know Vahweh's

gocial justiceX
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Chanter XI _ P
Isaizh (1-39)

Isaiah =rives emphasis to such a "defeatist" policy in
interpational affairs of Judsh -- not because of his paliml :
insirht, but because he is inevitably driven to such a e
sion b" reason of his conception of and unswerving faith in the
ethical character of the one God, Yahweh, =

Isaiah's ministry covers the period from sbout 740 to abi

700 1,C4y vhen Israecl was torn apart by civil war, when a Syro—

]-'o

Ephraimitic =llisnce was made against Judah in 734, when

was destroyed in 722, vhen Palestinian depemdencies revalst.a&:
against Asc risn rule (e, 713-711), when Judah made the mi
Joining otlier Palestinian dependencies along with Eayptiag
Asgyrian ruls =fter the death of Sargon (708), and when, as & ‘

usalem in 701 3,C, In other words, Isaish, viewing the

history through the eves of a Judaean, lived at the
Jotham, Ahaz, and Fezekiah, .

Isaiah's prophecies, dealing with de;
lems, ardé divided into two groups

occurrencas in the history of Judsh,
alliance against Judaeh in
~ paign against Judah in 701 B
end of his ministry
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Assyria, e mally hated and doomed by God for destructions
seven and eight express his views in connection with the
17:1-11 (omitting vv,7,8)3; 7:4,9b-8:6a,7a(a)b,8 exoress Is
view that Jndah must remain peaceful and not snswer force w:
But Isaizh did not believe that the people would have sufficien
to adopt this plan of procedure; and, therefore, knowing that
would he Asstroved, he writes these prophecies only 'bhattheywh
be presarved ms warnines Tor future generations (8:1F£.). 659,10
how Isairh felt resarding the futility of his task; his WordSEE
ine on F=227 a2t (20:9-11; 20:9-14) ~- their spiritual blindness
(5:12-21), And 20:1-17; 31:1-4,5-9; 22:1-14, belomiﬁg e .

20:1-7a3 21:1,3 refer to Egypt in whom the peo‘pl‘ﬁ p’lﬁﬁ&
trust: ¢4 Z0:16 exmresses condemnation for Judshts :
"horses of Tmt." In other words, dsaiah thought that

doomed, not because he had any superior political i

their own impurity and God's
Gthervise, the Yom Yehweh yill




Thwus, Teaich'e ides of Kodesh--- holiness -- has e
than ritusl, implications (5:165 1:4,10-17)., For this

of her ovn brute force and 1

fellen), Toth have acted contrary to Isalah's idea of divine holi=
ness, lore than this; Isaizh @id not belileve, as the peopleiciayy
that Zion vas the inviolable shode of Yzhweh, and that Sssyriarts

rarch a~sinst Jerusalem would be frustrated by Yahweh's interven-—

tion; hut reat»ar he announced the destruction of Zion and its

Termle and denounced the paovle!s belief in the senetity of Zion
and the efficacy of the sacrificial cults
| “ut, Aid Teaish have any future hope? The name of his son. —-g
PIC! Y, e - in 10:21-28 may give us a positive answer; but

= rloses it sesms to refer to a remmsnt who will be left aft

are post-exilic, esc

cularism (ef, Chr, 24-27
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attitude, holdine out no future hove but rather

as punishment for the people's hlindness in not see:

and retvrning, pn_rif‘ied,aﬁod's ethically holy ways,
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Chapter XII
Jeremizah
Just as the J and % insurgent, prophetic narratives in-
fluenced +he eirhth centurv nrophets to champion Yahweh and Eis
degert mishnat of sdcial justice against the onslaughts of
heathen, sristocratic Baaliem so it was through the Deuteronomic
school of vriters and throurh Jeremiah that this same social =
stru~ela vas broucght npon the center of the scene (Jer, 2:2,23;
7195 9:143 11:13; cf, 3:24; 11:17; 12:16; 19:6; 281133 32136 Nand
Dt. 7:1-5, 25; 12:2-4,30; 20:16-18; 31:16; 28:14; 30:16,1%; cfs
1K, ©:4,5,7; 2K, 17:7,8,19,20,85,37)3 and it was mobt 'J.-;ong;. befm

—

Jogiah and his

vindicated in their defeatism (ef, Dt. 28:25; 4:2'5,26*5) by the
cdestruction of Jerngsalem in 586 for the sins of her peoble fﬁgﬁ;
°1:9-17,28,2¢; 23; 26; 24:3-4; of, Dt, 17:19,20) in neslectine
poor and the needv (that is, "the left wing of the pmﬁewsf
or the S99 pv "28 -- Jer, 22:15,16). " A

Jeremich, the rost autobiographical of the prophets

treyed -- was the son of H:le:l.ahu, a p:v*ies‘h
usalem, Thus, the opening verses of Jeremish

are undoubtedly correct, ey -

Fis period of prophecy m
586 3,C. Thus, he mist have
asseh (596-641 3,C.)5 |
inspiration of Josish
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Jeremisht's first period of prophecy was 627-622; he vy
then silent until Josiah died in 609, Then from 608-604 he
sumed his prophetic career, During this latter period Jere-—
miah »reached asainst the corrupt king Jehoiakim, hiS‘r3baﬂﬂéﬁﬂ$f
people +ho rejected the worship of Vehweh, and the priests ﬂ&@
had irmmlicit trust in the inviolability of the Temple. For
Jeremish, too, was a defeatist prophet, epnosing guch a provhet
of success and ontimism as Hananiah ben Azur (Jer. 28), In 604,
Jderamizh cietated to Baruch his prophecies: but he and his
bnglirh
emanuengies had to flee hecaunse of their deuunciatory'wuﬁk,
In £27 Tebuchadnezzar put down a revolt by Jehoiakim,?ané

the nohlzg == the =zristoeratic Bz2alim -- were deported to

)]

Babylon, Trom 704-597 Jeremizh was forced to be silent be-

cause of the ovnosition of Jehoiakim,

and could sneak, Fe t¥yed to prevent the weak eand vac
Zedeltizh from joining Fophra of Egypt against the Babyl

yokes but all was in vein., And alﬁhough’ﬂébﬁéh&ﬂﬂﬁ? 2

to Babylon (Jer. 39). The
,pzo-Babyicnian,p&rﬁyug%qﬁmg-




great regret, realizin
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and Jeremizh had to flee to Teypt, where Jeremizh pr
died either in 525 or 580,

As intirnted before, Jeremish, in the first ehapte\ra;

nounces the symeretistic P=alism which still prevails M‘Ii

the peonles in srite of Josiah's Deuteronomic reformation. The

= B
fore, he gees nothing but Aestruction by a foe from the northy
4 |
Weither “cd nor the Temmle and its punetilious worshin will gré;-;-:nl
tect the neonle (73 21:5,8; 26), who have failed to live uphte

the covenont vhich they made with God (cf. Che 35, the Rechabitos

story), Only fa2ith in 2nd obedience to Godts wills loyalty and
richteoneness, esn save them, Therefore, rep'ent,('a_-ilﬁygé-f};,;
it to the voks of MNahylon (cf, 38:4) and the yoke of the cove _‘
Othemrisz, there is nothine but doom, Bit Jeremish Knew ‘bﬁa‘h

catastronhe was inevitahle, for his words were falling upon ¢

Finallv, Jeramish is distinguished from the @%}WF,
before him in that he is the most personal -- in '
introspective -- of them 2ll, Through his own
at the idea that relision is an inward ti
matter of the self, of one's struggle Wi_

may sometimesbe despondent bascause the pe

comes from God, Though




ready for restoration; and, final'y, in the consecration
(1:10), Jerzmish talks about rooting up znd pulling
a3 v

sngd plantine, ’

nT

husy Jersmiah is another prophet who pleads for
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exiles to
beginnine
ed in 1

ably 30

prophecies

eign nations (25-32)
Shs.1-24 Were preache ak hncoc

Babylon in 527 B.C.

et

TrasTe
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Chanter XITI

pronhet was said to have been among the priests who went as

(2K.24), The most probable date for the =

of his »rophetic career, according to Dr, Blank, is contain-

which nlaces him in the fifth year of Jehoiakim or prob-
after the Deuteronomic reform (621), In any case, his

of destruction against Jerusalem (1-24) and against the for=
€irst deportaciow.

began in 597, at the time of the

Kebu:\mm Zzavr's (nvestment oF Jerusa
chapters 25-32 were S')c';“tcen frorn‘ug’? to "‘166,

"\'f"e‘.“ the

2
lem,
teen rrears
5:4""_ ~ry (

ruction and

cred Dros

of

estine in the

et ik
‘=72 Je C.

exiles in

231y

rehabilitation

Nabhvlon received the news of the capture of Jerusa-

also, Tvre (ch, 258) had submitted after a siege of thir-

(525-572) and afteg' ebuchadnezzar sas quieted Egypt in

20), T until now, Ezekiel had been a preacher of dest=)

?

!

denonnced the sins of the people-~ the sun-worshipers, sa-

titntes, ete. But from chapter 33, Ezekiel becomes a prophet

and hone, and nlans the restoration of Israel to Pal-

fitnre, These nrovhecies (33-42) were spoken from 525 to

*Fowever, it wonld be well to mention that Dr, M; Butte"
The Character and Date of Israel's Prophecies,

ieser
Hebrew Thion Co!

Annual, Vol,VII (1930), np.l-ls, believes that "when Ezeki
3 and in chap.33 and also in chap.24 states that in the
tween his call and the fall of Jerusalem in 586B,C, his
and he carried on no nrophetic activity whatever, he is
the truth, quite oblivious to the fact,iiweimay believe,
giving hlmself away,
1-31 are not real nrophecies but ‘are only
without excention, vaticinia post ave' 1M,
cannot be said to show anv of ' )
alyptie literature, and for this rea
nmthod or artifices employved i OY

nge mingline of fact and fiction,
acte

The entire first part of his

it,

ze the apocalyptic writings." (" _”

Ezekiel was written some time
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Gzekiel does not stand very high amonz the prophets, due
his ansmlarity of character, his lack of originality, andﬁﬁ$§ﬁ§yﬁ;

phagis on ritual, Te has a coarseness of expression in his.reéiiﬁﬁ

Chans,Z0-47, containing Wzekiells ritualistic legislation for the
futiure Israel, bears the date of the fourtesnth year after the des-
truction of nm-vu ':;'! em, and tTﬂe brief sunplement to the prophecies
against Tyre and Si ﬂon, chap,29:17-21, dates from the sixteenth
year of the same °veﬁt, S0 that it seems safe to fix on 570 as the
tarm‘ﬁ1n ad nwpn... Perhans the most startling experience,.. is the
realization that Zzekiel did not actdally at any time before 5868,C,
predict the fall nﬂ Jernsalem, that only after that event had hap-
nened did he make out that he had prophesied it." (Pp.l17f.). For,
the ritnalistiec le~rislation of chapns. 40-48 is the chief object of the
books what pervades is only introductory or preliminary material--
especially f*ﬂcL mzelielts viewnoint was that of a priest concerned
primarily with the Terple and its cult, So that it is very likely
that before 5243, Q. he, with others, believed that Vahweh could not
possibly nermit the destruction of %he Temnle, And after that é&$ » heé
wrote as if he had propnhesied destruction and his prophecies had come
true. Me "{told von so" in his Book only after 586B,C,

J. Smith, in his Book of the Prophet Ezekiel, has a diffe:
opinion, Fe believes that "hzekiel was a North Israelite,.and:
the amneal of his book was directed to the North Israelite co
(Pe71). Te adds "that the book is in the main a compilation of &t
sets of oracles, the majority of which, he considers, emanated
Palestine... the redactor has chosen to cive a Babylonian «
to the vhole book, and to convey the impression that the
(a2 Judaean-- n,X) resident in Babylonia when he uttered
(Pp.20f, ). Thus,"Ezekiel's prophetic activity commanceﬁ'
either amonest the Torthern exiles or in the homeland,
ued his pronhetic labors until about 669 in Palestina
in Palestine among the northern exiles." (p,98). This i
oracles, written in the Baalistic reign of Manasseh,
con31sting of much fewer oracles and written in the -
Ezeglgli prophetic career, was probably written in the D:
pp.‘- L] L]
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tiec handlings of Israel as a nation, Unlike the other
he has litile refinement of feeling for other nersons. ?ﬁ@ s
at fimes, brutal, Fis interest in.minute-detaila;t@ﬁgnliﬂﬁﬁﬁV 
his combinatiorn of drose with pcetry mskes his style nﬁréﬁﬁﬁ§§?'-
ensora tha= the writinse of euch a prophet like Isaizh (Isa.6).
Some say that this is orobably due to the fact he was subject
to vatholo~ical esherrations. Fe shows certainly e peculiar
personality,

l'oreovar, althoungh Tzekiel does show at times some aﬁ%g@ﬁﬁ
21lity, nevertheless rost of his fipures and ideas are talken '
from his nrefecessors, worked over, and developed,

rie ermhasie upon the ritual, comparable to that of Fagia
and lelaechi, is prester than with the other propzetaga]ﬁiﬁ?i?

wlsh
understandabls, whern we rezlize that he was raised in dJt

-_'I’

as a memrber of “riestly family, Nevertheless, Ezekiel maj
justified in ovmoeine the symeretistic Baal-worship; for
these reli~ions customs there care pagan worship and |

cial ebuses, Vet, it mav be said that Ezekiel does

prophets. (Fe may be canparea'wg;j;yavw~f~*
Then, what was Tzekiel's message? ;@@gﬁ

fore 586 he had no original message. ;

shows the effects of Jeremiah's

a defeatist in hie po




=70=
veighs ageinst those false provhets who preach optimism
hopeful futnre (Ezek, 29:21); ané also attacke the péo?m
their stubborn indifference and blindness (B:Z?;_,-E,ll.;} 121@@;‘_:

And when Tzelkizl speaks, he addresses his remerks, like the

other orovhets to all classes of people -- kings, pr:‘i_ea-l:.s;F
prophets, =nd the people en macse -~- for he believes that all

bave an ecual ghere in cormunal responsibility,

This “rinvs ne to Exekiel's idea of his owr responsibi
Fe feele Timsel® the "watchman of Israel,! responsible ot
only for Timself but for all the people (3:16-21), He realizes:
that he is different from the rest of the people -~ Godlg re- "ﬂl'
prestentative (18;26,80; 23:17,20) ~- and feels that helisrec
upon to @efand “odl's wayvs snd warn the people of their evil

And in chenter 12 7fzeliel describes the differences between a

N’3 3‘) & ricrhteous man, and & YC)__}_ a wicked person
7-12,13; 7:192?, 23; 8:17; 22:4,6,7; 33:26; 34221

&

6; 22:3f,; 33:25; 2217,10£F.3 7@10,20,24;iée4ﬁ%a$gg%
usury, neglects the stranger and the poor, commits
robbery, sheds blood, is adulterous, mevarm,__ ‘
and, as kings, priests, and prophets, gﬂgmﬁﬁ@:%%i
with false hopes, .

Fzekiel's greatest, original con
of individual responeibility,
31); that is, he belived th
now doing, does




2 5

s

14:12-21)

By all the sins which Isragl has committed, he has b

9:3,11,14,1‘; £3)e Thus, Israel is a rebellloua, faixi?“’”

peonle, Ancd so, Nzekiel, through his religious and niﬁﬁa&

aporoach, becomes not only a reformer of the cult but a social

reformer, 1

And as resnlt of these sins, & great calamity will e@mﬁﬁr ;
upon Israel; -nd Vahweh and his prophet will vindicateds
fore, when the end @id come, Ezekiel now felt it his dut
fort his nsovle ond rive them hope (24:36; 87; 88; 39); for
desires not death but reventsnce (33:11),

Thus for the preat ethico-reli¢ious, priestly prophet
the exile, REzekiel, who had a fine sense of individnal »

AN Fly 75

1ity =nd socisl jnstice, and who carried on the f

syneretistic, Maalistic cults and their conco:



Chanter XIV
Isaiah 40-55 and 56-66

The other ~rest »rovhet of the Exile was Deutero-Isaish

(Isa, 40-FF), “nttenviesert believes that he lived in Jeru-

salem, For Nentero-Isaizh could not have lived in Babyion
have been

and/toleratad, if he spoke as his written words indicate --

in evttin~ rarcrls acainst the Babylonian government (46:1-47: '

15). The fzet that Second Isaiah lived in Jerusalem ig espe=

cially nlansible when we see how graphically he pictures the

joy in tre Yol ity vhen the exiles will return from the

Zast (42:5-A: 40:0-11), loreover, his descrintions of céndi-

tione in “ahvlon are not vivid; and most likely this would '
not have heen the cnse if he had actually lived theres : :

with the ap%:ueéraneﬂ of Cyrus

Likely that 40-42 vere v

gins to rise) and
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e little laoter, =sdshat the hopes voiced in 40-48 =s=e n
mediately reslized, The Sufferine Servant passages (49:1-
4-9 (10f,)s F2:123-£3:12), althouch they heve a unicue characte:

and therefore seem to have fowm@ a unit in themselves and m-

serted into the text f“ﬁ’e«ertbeless, according to Dr, Elamk,
songs whiech were orisinally a part of the contexty
Detitero-Isaiaht's messase is mainly one of comfort (40:1)
and hove (chan, Fl), Ye believes that, thouch at present
Israel suffers miserably for sins, (52:13-53:12) neverthelessy
Babylon will soon be broucht low (chap, 47) and all the nations
will core to Veshweh in Israel's newly restored land (43:1-21; 45:
14-26), Tsrael will be 2 bBessing to the nations (49:1-6); and,
as Yelweh's servant, thouch suffering for FHim in order to fﬂ*
£i11 Fie word aron~ the nations (50:4-9), nevertheless Israel
wvill emer~e victorions (52:13ff,.), and Yahweh, creator of the
world, will be confirmed as the one mighty God, above all
Gods and human arents (40:;12-31), It will, indeed, be &

rejoicine for the needy (55:1£f,).

Trito-Isaizh, or Isaiah 56-66, contains prophec.
various dates -- some perhaps earlier than 520 B
was rebuilt), others as late as about h
:_Hahemiah). Fowever,- the ms\’& e
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Jeruszlem commnity seems to be the main point of :

In Trito-Isaiah, there is a much greater concern w

practices than in the other prophets (ch. 563 59:1-12,%13?@'
deec, cerameony snd ritual seem to be »ut on the same plane

ethics and social justices, =lthough there is a noble conceptior

of religion (f=stins) and morality in chapter 58,

-

Isaiah to emmhesize ceremonial observance (aﬁd_.?_ in the case %’,l “,_ i
aliens and emmuchs in chavpter 56:1-8, this is SMde the b&ﬁi—hﬂ}‘_‘fﬁi
gainines Codls fevor), nevertheless this cdéllection of prophecies
also was made Trom the viewnoint of denouncing the wicked ﬁﬁﬁl‘eﬁ@ R ‘.
§7:2,2-13) =nd siving hope to the righteous cause of 'b!wse m}

do Yahweh's will (57:14-21: ._9:15'{)-21_; 65:8Ff, 3 %’w‘q}“;:‘ﬁ? )
the end, V=hveh: will emer~e victorious (63:1-6), and the ev i

idolators will perish (F7:3-13; 6511-7) 6641-d,14£)0
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Chapter XV

Zevhanish, Zechariah, Malachd

Tn comeludine this historical and literary background to

the 0Ld Tertmment, it wonld be well to describe briefly the worlk

of 2 few of the minor provhets,
Atout 421, in the beginning of Josish's reign and eSout
the time oF il = Daunteronomic reformation, the evils of lzanaseeh's

and Amon's rei-me were still persisting (2K. 21:2-9,21f,)§ There
were Idolatrous, symeretistic, Baal-wroship and the corruption,
injustice, an’ onnression which we saw inevitably resulted from
such a system (Zeph. 1:8,9; 3:1-4). Therefore, vhen, about this
time, the wild hordes of Scythians swept down from the north upon
Assyria and Tet, Jeremizh (cf. 4:8£f,) and his contemporary,
Zephanish (1:27F,), seemed to sense the danger and feel that :‘.aaw -

2t last Tud-h wonld be ~unished for her sins, Fere at laa’:q

anizh thon-ht, was the Yom Vehweh (chep,I) with which the othe:

L] e

prophets had threatenad the people. Iere was the disas
fors o»robably throurh this method Judah will be pur{l.‘fir"&' @
sinfulness and will seek to follow in Yahweh!s rig

(3:1-7,8-20); probably through such a sweeping
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idolatrons @aalism,

Two other nrovhets whose backsround is of some importa
to our study lived in nost-exilic times, Thev are Zechariah
and Valachi,

Zecharishts pronhecy is divided into two parts: chapters

1-8 and ©.14, “Thanters 1-2 are nrobably (with the sxception
of some 27ditiong) orisinal with Zecharish; that is they were '

written ur the vriestand prophet (1:1: 3:7ffss Nehs -12;.4&&'_-,‘-_)

when he enama to Jerusalem with Naggal (ehs, 1,2) 4nsS20 B.;C. to
encourase the Jews to redbre the Temple (2-:61’1’.-_; S 1E0N) S

Thus, Zechariah, as a prophet of the restoration, p:t,etures 'Fhe

new comminity, reorsanized and rid of sin (1:7£f.; 4:6bEE)8

Fe racormizes Zerubbabel as »rince of the commonwealth ( I

and Joshua as its hich-priest (8:1-10); they will tolerate nos

other ruls in the land but that of ¥ahweh, the rule of tru
peace (3:10; 2:19) and social justice (‘?:9:5‘.\_)--.,-

Yowavar, most crities agree that chapters 9-14

written Dy Zecharizh, A few critics szy tha.‘b ch:
written by a contemmorary of Amos and I‘!ﬁs&ﬁ?&g _ ' '
and others agree that ©-14 are definitely post-ex
1-8, They?7 believe that 9:1-10 was vri

battle of Issus when Alexander d&f&aﬁeﬁ




" |
another writer with apocalyptic tendenciss presents the EE: }
tire picture more ontimistically in 12:1-12:6; 14 about
time (217 3.C.).

Thus, Zechariah ©-14 too speaks against those "foolish
shepherde’ (11:4-17; 13:7-9) who oppress their flocks but who
will soon ha destroved b Vehweh, the defender of the poor snd

richteous vho will remain (9:9Ff,). Throughout this nortion also

there are homas for the truimph and restoration of Israel and
Judah (10:1-11:3: 123 13)‘ and they will be blessed among the
mations (2:12-23), Once more, Vahweh, Israel, and ethical mono-
theism will ererge victorious in the social strugesle,

Inlachi, said to be the last of the prophets, lived at s
time of disillueionment ~- when the long-hoped for m“im“.ﬁ@@
¥hich would core with the rebuilding of the Temple (in 620 Tela) =8
failed to materialize, s, many -- especially the younger

generation (ef, 4:5) -- were bezinning to give up the
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geems to come after IT and Hzekiel 40-48, close to P,
Nee=uge of such Aisillusionment which sharacterized
Malachi tells the people that their nflfilled h-ogeae are
0 Yahweh but rather tb their own sins -- the eorrupt—ian;’”?
srieets (1:A-2:0), the "free-thinkers" who feel that the old
liefs and rites are ounterown (2:17; 3:13FF,), 5.90_:181- inju; i@{i&ﬁ;
(3:5), =nd tha other evils mentioned just above. MNo, Yehweh +
loves Terael (132-F) and all sincere worship (1:11) ‘Valachi

welcomes - hroader noint of view from youns skentics (3&313-1‘50

Bt he ssve that "od wants also loyalty to old practices, sin-

(%]
cere £2ith in Wim, and richteous conduet, On the Yom Yahweh
“ut the
y, .'

2s 4:5) the wicked, to be sure, will nerish (4:1-3).
richteons znd +the nenitent will be saved on that Day |
fhus, 1nlschi shows ereat interest both in the ethical w}‘& )

| ssvects of relirion, akthoush he may appear to stress th

and he snealks his words in order to sive hope and cour

=

n‘!“

-

ace 0f Aiscillusionment, Fe envisions for the people
Age in order to brin~ about better moral a:nd bl

at a time vhen promises had been ﬂnfulfilleé;,

* The sources for 'bhis oh
CsCyy Zephariah, {

. Blb., Zephal‘i
ZQ@hﬂ'z iszh, Chapter

n
"
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the defender of the onpressed,!

10,
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Favine concluded a survey of the literary end historical

backeround of the various books of the 3ibls, and having chown

in a2 rather ~eneral war how 2 refined conception of ethical

momotheisr erarcad out of the lone social struggle between
Yahwism =nd “=slism, we are now able to enter upon an equally

intensive =4udr of how the creat social consciousness of the
Fehrews, ovliinatine in the literary provhets, blossomed forth

in all the ~rerd-nr of their spirit and the nobility of their

gonl -- how, indaed, the relicion of Israel is indissolubly
linked writh cocisl nroblems. To do this, we begin this portion
of our stndv 1w+ showine how, from early to late Biblical times,

Vahweh hirgelf -- the God of Israel -- is concerned with the

welfere of thosa of Tis creatures who may be oppressed by ad-

herents to the Taalistic way of lifes

Chapter I
aod and the Weak

The earliest verses we come to, which illustrate God's are
for the weak, are in the Book of the Govenamt, :
E about 750 B.C. Bx. 22:20-28 s-ay-:’“ 143'!!5'

1srn wf Pial suffe B POV Forea

IMpv3 yHe c ae “brc /‘w_}' Pr3 pr e

Pt Pl Manfic POeS )D) PIND
N

You mst not ill-treat a res
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orphan, If vou ever wrong the‘n'and they ery aloud to Mﬁ%b
shall be sure to hear their cry, and my anger will blaze!
and I shall slay vou with the sword. Thus shall your own
wives becomz widows and vour children orphans."

In other words, here is a pointed illustration of the
¢oencern “od has Tor three prominent classes of unprotected
individnale -- the orphan, the widow, and the resident aslieny

gsident =liemg, at the time this passage was w:c*_i‘t_:tan_! had

0 legal ctatne in Israel (cf. Ex. 12548520103 2322)5 md!

or

‘o

3

3

L]

together vIith the helpless widows and orphans, they wereeapiﬁ;
liable to #njustice =nd oppression. Therefore, these had to
be protacted “rom rapaciouns judges and hard-hearted moneyed

men., e only wa s the sreat prophetic composers of the ook

of the Covenant could do this was by arousing the phil

regard of every Israelite by recalling to him the epgreag&qp?

himgelf h=d to 2 nre at the mercy of the whips of the > ,;

ian Pharaohs, If this failed, then the only pecourse

threaten him with 2 jist measure of retribution m

himselr, 1 n A
We have onlyv to read Exodus 28@3@, '

taken from o poor man as his pled

desperate was the lot of some
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coverines it ic his cloak for his body, What else could he ™
slesp in? And if he should cry to me, I would respond; For —y
I am kiné," (ef, TDt. 24:12), It is evident how here too
Gody, in hie mercy, will come to the aid of the unprotected
if anyone is 1t -—.-rtlees enough to withold from him the very
garment with vhich he covers himself to protect him from the
cold of the night,

Sue’ e-rlv exoressions of sympathy soon had their effect,
For Isai-h, in 2:14,15, and 29:19, is even more explicit and " &
stronger in his denmunciation of those who maltreat the poor and
the undernrivilzred, Fe even goes so far as to single out The
poor ae the cincera worshinvers of God, -In 3:14,15 he sayvss

PAIYPR Ppel 128/ /¥7 IPF -PY erp?  Goewr 7’5

‘Y Jixd3n Pofy POWMPR “UvP J’r;').

ArxPY ‘D Uc P4 IIDOH PRI
"The Lord +ill “prin~ an indictment against the eslders and

PAISD

princes of Tic people, 'It is you that have rava

yard; the rlunder of the poor is in your houses, |

Saith the Lord, God of Foste.!! In
pion of Valweh nnd Nis social standes

milers vho have hecome so influence
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was an anomaly within the particular group, Isaish expected 1;11

to be so in Conasn, vhere the "civilization! of Baal flquri'aliegé."
Thus, he wes surnriced to realize how easily the Febrews had
allowed themselves tn be influenced by an inferior end less demo-
eratic "mich-at", Opirresszion has become so intolerable that
unwittinel:» Teaiwk has come to associate the criiel rulers of
God's peonle rsg Tis onmonants, and the crmshed and brow-beaten

Poor &g ob’eets of Tis ovm care, Thus, the dichotomy between

Yehwism =nd Lizrm -- between the onnressed and their persacutors --
is ever mors nIv Apawn than in the work of the asuthor of the
nronhot :-‘ﬂ: n rE ::_wa_: 3 E.

Ve have hitherio seen certain general, prophetic estimates
of the ~l-ce o 7od in the cociat process. In Deuteronomy (G621 3,&,@3

thege renerclities ars coneretized in accordance with the .

agricul 1 environment of that time, Fowever, still the basio:
gocio-theolo~icz1 itude obtains; that is if one cares f?::sr ‘Eﬁe
weak, he +411 in “od's favor; if not, he is severely

Thus, in Dt, 14:29; 24319 it sayes /”" /F'-j.-""

/’ Fre P D€y QJI’E}' *D/ PIN'D/ 9.‘?"?'
ver’ D30 Devw-Fop p'9ke 7D /o:n e
Pren il 33ep aay Nnoe/ fp o)

for /5)&: » [’\a)w /r/f 25 4

MAnd the Ievite -- Ffor he has ro
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the field, vou shall not go back to take it; it shall Ber

the resident =lien, the widow, and the orphan, in oracs
the Lord vour ~od mar bless vou in all that you do‘._.L In o
vords, we meet asain those three special classes of umprot
individuals -- the widow, orphan, and resident alien —= and
& fourth, the Lavite, who has dedicated himself to God's ser-
vice, and, =s asnch, has no poscescions like the rest of the
Therefore, sore nrovision mist be made for him, too, Thu&, 4@-
Worortionince tha trienndal tithe among the needy, and in se‘b‘%i@
2side the “or~nuten sheaves of the field for them, the Iﬂﬁ'ﬁ&fﬁl‘
also remerhered, And if these words are fulfilled, then aueh(
eharity will brins bReseing,

Mut, Deuteronomy roes still further in giving concreto

D

pressions te the nhilanthropic attitude of B and Teaiah,

only is it concerned with the distribution of the tr
tithe “nd the Torrotten sheaf among the poor and the m
the law of  s(Cre (vhich will zlso be discussed
later) raises a »roblem, In Dt, 15:9 it sa‘y‘sg

TPEH “AIL Pp)p ancl fyofp

/ W scks J1epies '-lﬁﬂyrﬁ‘

HG . DP. Dol
"Take care lest = basd thousht enter

seventh year, the year of remis
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needy by the wvear of release ( »Cwe) -- when zll debts
cnacelled or susnended -- are not be be neutralized by the
of its near an'rozch deterrins the wealthy Israelite o ‘N 2
ing his needy brother? The thousht of future loss or ga:[ngha ol
not e the motivatine factor in giving relief,

Thus, in pre-exilic times, the prophets and prophetic law-
mekers itried o @ =211 in their power to counteract the su
sive inflinences of Jaslism, which condoned indifference to and

oppression o the unnrotected and the needys After SS6RBICIERTHE

Biblical literature demonstrates to ue the pitiful conditions
of the exiles ~nd their extreme distress over the loss of 'Ehaﬁ“’
mitionhood? Yle see portpayed the insecuri‘by_and loss of con-
fidence vhich m=de readjustment so difficult, Thus, Fsalm

gt : DJIRIC P NS DYIH

"I have been ~fflicted % the point of death from my
I have borne Thy terrors; I am overcome," The nation,

g8 an inf".ivir"‘\}z‘s_l,f‘egls se nersecuted that it Bﬂsél

needy oraise Thy name." (Ps. 74:21)

@mr cause calamity and destruc
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the hope that od will brins better times., Therefore,
i 653: ..... _Jag VA /'U‘)’/ /-) 335 /o” /,31
on’ - ---/’)6/7 JcD03%/ //-'P/r gP ¥ Ve 2 -
PIow YCs P2 hI€BY /)-'Plr/ fa -~

R by omn
"May he (the Tassisnic king of the future) judge thy people

with richt, =n7 ™hine afflicted with justice...s ¥ He Judse -_
the a”flicted o7 the neonle, and give deliverance to the poor,
and crush the oNNTresSS0r...e &y He take pity upon the poor
and needy, =nF ==vz the life of the poor; from oppression
and violence 1= e ramsom them; and may thelr blood be prec=_4
ious in Tis sves," (Ps, 72:2,4,13,14), | Probably, the memory

of the reirns of such evil kings as I.?E;asseh and Amon (BK. 21)

are so vivid to the Pesalmist that he prays to God to send to ™

Eis poor =nf needv =nd afflicted prople a deliverer who will

from cruel tvrsnis, Oh, God, "do not give to the w

ted one foraveri" (Ps, 74:19), Here is one of

pressions of the creat poet pouring out his

overlords and masters, And the :




- - O

called for help; e heard my voice from His p.alaea'-_, end nﬁ' e -
ery reached T'is ears, (25.,22:7; cf, Ps. 13.7). Ihd-gea, he:
asserts: //'?/r- P22 N3exwN F? ')974’ A -'f

"Fe (Go@) raises up the poor from the dust; Fe exalts the

"In my distress I called upon the Lord, and unto my God T

needy from the rsfuse heap, (1S. 2:8aj cfe Ps. 11357 ) Thts
passace irdicstes how vretched was the condition of the poor
in the crve o the Deuteronomic redactor of Judges, Sermel,
and Kines (c. 7Ce)e TFor, the poor are often Foreced to
spend the ri~™% on the rmound of rubbish, which accuml

near an oriental town, in default of & lodgim_?‘ And so, the

catastrorhe of 728 sursly miet have wreaked havoe not only ]
with the socisl and spiritual life of the exilic connumityj W

but also with +heir economic status, And God is called uron
to rush to the Aefence of his unprotected peoplet
We have s=zam how &
of the Febrews in exile; let us pause and e
post-exilic events had their effects upon the
3iblical writers with regard to the pretectio:
Isaiah 41:17 is & goéd illuetration

the peonle at about the time Cyrus
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3 W

with his conquests, was presasing the dawn of 2 new day farthe -
Febrews, This verse reads: P4 /'e/’) Ay PJ ’PK.’?Z ' /”Wi)
PRI sk bioer e Paee B wic Dned NS PUEF YR
"When the moor and the needy seek water in vain, &nd their tongue
is parched with thirst, I the Lord will answer them; I, the God

- Israel 417 not forgake them," And Deutero-Isaiah continues

in this wein, +ith more assurance, when Cyrus issues a decree

inf36 permitiin- the Jews to return to Jerusaslem and build their
Terple, ¥or in Tsa, 49:13b, he assertss LAY J ¥/ N BDAALD

"For the Tord has conTorted Fis neonke, and has haé nity on Fis

""‘allc'{ a‘—" -~ e . n
This attitnde of consolation and hLope -~ of dreams oFf & new

ﬁ:-g:;- A f.‘fl‘“'ff-."“".} ¥ :1;:_‘-»«‘\0“-‘0 a)ost“exilic 't,imes. For qule, IBai’,a}i

14:28-22 (esnecis 11y verses 30a and 323 f”ri ’ ')"QP /__.7_7)4

"And the poorest of the poor ghall feed, and the n'eady'-'-Wi.__:_‘“
dovn in security (cf. Ps, 22:27)...s And what answer w:

messengers of the nation (Philistia?) give? !That it
who founded Zion and in her the afflicted of Kﬁ%.
taken refugel') illustrates very pointe I
which are undoubtedly post-exilic inserti




-01-

i “o -pep son/ B/ v pr PPIPR

"For I (God) will leave in the midet of you & Paople*

and poor; oncd in the neme of the Lord they will seek refuga,
envisionire =n ideal relipious life late in Israel's his@ery
(ef, Zeph, 2:3--which is 2lso late post-exilie), when IBI‘EEJ.,
s & vAdifiad rermant, will no longer be gmilty of offences of

-4
the past?

After core yesrs (536-520) of reluctance on the part of
some of the =2viles to wive up their comparatively comfortable
positdon in Babylonia and return to cooperate in the rebuild-
ing of Jerveslor, Tinally in 520 B.C. the foundations of the .
Temple wers 1 id, inssired by the exhortations of Haggai (chap.,

1) and Zechariah (€29f,). Its rebuilding was completed in m‘; :

3,C, Put fror this latter date to the coming of Ezra and

emiah (e, 444 3,C,), there was a period of disillus:

*
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storation before Bzra and Nehemizh is marked in aeveral
passages, Teoecizlly in Psalms are there utterances which
reflect those troublasome times, Psalm 10312 readss

porgy  poedn -k p3 xed e > W1 )
"Arise, O Lord:; C Jod, 1ift un Thy hand, Do not forget the
poor," Tvicently, thes neople ars suffering from crafty and
eruel enemies, o irnore and conterm Yahweh -- vho invade
the 1anA@ =7 4r—aeril thae sxistence of its inhabitants, These
enemies ~re ~rob-hlv those vho later troubled the dopulation

of Jerus~lam - ile the Jaws were attempting to rebuild the walle

‘unde]" J‘,. 8 2 Tap] _': 3 of Tah f:rﬁjﬂ‘}-‘; that iS, the I.'OB.bi‘bes’ A r-

internal corrnniion, =21 injustice is witnessed Dy the r‘aade' der

of Pselm 12:6: /‘) « PNV LI P PIY 363‘__:","""

/Vﬂ ' Yer'P N'es ,9 J),f'
"aseanse tha noor -re axnloited, becausé the needy gr@ﬁ?a? o
shall now arise, s=ith the Lord; I shall place him din thes
for which he helonss," The righteous, indeed, are
& miserable 1 iis is no exagreration, far

even more vivid in = description of the way

ﬂnﬂ tThe needy, /[5,_;- /n ’EE’[_C_ .



"Mharn to me “nfd have mercy upon me, for I am lonely and
afflicted"(Ps, £5:163 ¢f, Ps., 109:22)%5
Neverthelasss, in enite of =211 the misery which he sees

his poor =nc Protected brethern endure, the Psalmisty like

those heforzs »im vho had an unswerving faith in God, could
not heln m 't halieve that Mod wonld eare for these unfortu-
ate eraatnras " Fis. This was what rmade the religion of

Yahweh -~ a4l in~1 ronotheism -- so meaningful To hime Kops

indeed, o wne dnextricably identified with the social strug
and it wee #nevitehle fops I'im to take the right side -- %o
efend the c nca of +ha weak and the oppressed. 2N/YV. /Y. “Jrcl
IR NN LDk P
"Sut ag for e, thoueh af’licted and in pain, Thy salvations
0 God, will gat me on hish," BKssuredly, "how happy is he who
is considerate of the wealk; on the day of trouble the TLord ﬂe"‘
livere hin - %9 ,DdTHF »8d £122 Fa-tie Foew “PLRE

And as if

shame
Psalm 35::
"(a11
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against those 'l.0 onpress the hireling in his wages, the wid

and the orchans and those who defrand the resident &lim,aﬁd :
do not fear me,! eavs the Lord of hosts (Mal., 3:5).," And vhile

Blachi, mnder the influence of a growing interest in particular=
: _ ng

istic cereroni- liem, sttempts to put ritual and ethice on the 1
same level (aven stressing ritual), Trito-Tseiah in that remark=
able passs~s in ~0:5F,, makes a clear and effective dietinction,
by agsertinc:  WIPIIN AND  DOARK  PIF o9 scifs
ey Prean Tl 7 L afes 6n7 A ANIE | DN DGR

LY/ wrfl Py { 07 sifm //-") ardn DOy

/ner'm’/ [/N'00) PIY DicHH D D DN /"'3;7’

3 -/J—) ?lﬂ"/ Y,e‘/\ 27° 9, X)) A ’)r h.-FT.rm‘h Ir
"Ts not +° "22t T ckoose --- to0 Yoose the bends of wicked- h

ness, to nndo the knots of the yoke, to let the opbressed go freej
and every rolke %o snap? Is it not to share your bread with the

bungry, and the homeless poor {ef.lam, 1:7; 3:19) to bring homes
and yhen o ga= the naked, to cover him, and to hide not ?W"?
self from your ovn flesh (that is, your fellow-IBraeli?}Q%« B‘%
¥eh, 5:5) -—--~ Then vou shall call, and the Iﬂ?dwim
you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I amfit
In other worde, absténence from every form. Q.@

exercise of nogitive beneficence 'heﬂ‘_',‘._,’f-'-f_'

;;;;;;



-0~

rupte, whose liberty had bzaen forfeited to their creditors (cf.

Yeh. 5:5)7 ™is seems to be a protest in favor of a purely

spiritual and ethical relicion, without sanctuary or sacrifice l@

as in Isa, 6R:2. 9/;--—;_3 17/ Dwner '3 afi- -f A

DP3 [ 3N AN-2a4 Ur- r;' P DS - f/ 'aD L
"M hand 2 =17 thege things, and all these things are nine,

saith the Tor7- et to this man will I have regard == the one who
is humble =n7 rnon*trite in epirit, and trembles &t rmy word," Not
only this: bl egze negsages conceive of God as a being more in~
terested in mrittare of the spirit and of ethical conduet rather

than the o 1., svrbolic acts of institutional religion, '

Our stud has thus reached the pariod when the Jews under

Nehemizh wepe on--~2d in the work of rebuilding the walls about
Jerusalem, in -»nite of the fzct that they were beiing continually s
harassecd hr anemies from without —- by Sanballat and Tﬁb‘iah;-)_.z
ihe Arshizns, Armonites, and Ashdodites (Weh, 4#'1423;- 6:1#14?.
The Bronbles the Jews had to encounter in their work are not
better exmressed than in Psalm 40:18 (ef. Ps, 7036):

dpsedn - f D DN Jﬁ# ‘WY r(ﬁw

"Since I am poor and needy, O Lord, ‘hasten to M
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some, after intense sniritual struggles, finally emerged, iike

Job, victorions with an ever creater faith in CGod's goodness

4

1 close ralationchin with the unnrotected who, though risht-

‘t;

8ous, suffared at the hands of evil-doers, ¥For exarmle , in J@‘p,-."

(5315,18; ©4:°9: 26:5,15) are most poignant expressions wihich

manifest Godls » -nr‘i*f)“t role in the social strusgle: P24 N ¥CY/
b/ 9//')m Sr’:jw/ //"‘PI(‘ /’) I BN rDIAN
THC prgy w3 G-aprS 1Fy Pk D0 »32)

f;)f; 5’/ /U4rp U Firs /m 2Yr U2ew/ ved D s”y
. Wl lanih 1
"--waSo that "o soves the neady from the sword of their mouths

end from the T nis of the mighty the needy .... (Thus) There is

hope to the -oor, and iniquity shuts its mouthf Jses 50 that

, -
ther (the wicked) misrht csuse the cry of the Door to come unto

img arnd Fe mirht hear the cry of the nsedyssssssiic will not

Xeep the wicked =2live; 2nd Fe grants the right of the POOTaesse
¥e rescues the noor thronzh his noverty, and uncovers their ear
throurh oporession." In other words, the poor, whose miin

"erafty ones" had been contriving and at whose expense men of

Ik

wealth have left no stone unturned to agerandize the

delivered from the clutches of their slanderous )

evil, abashed, rmst shut her mouth .and 211low !
of the poor, And, to be sure, when @B@i

cause, ¥e will undoubtedly rich




O

the part vhich (od nlavs in defense of the righteous cm;seaf
the opnressed,
Such ~re-t faith in God's soodness and righteousness con-

tinued intc the “resl neriod of Febrew history (atfter 332 B.C_.--)",-

in the writines br the author of the Book of Proverbs. ' Such f
sayings as: DI’ sof nf Ane rer P‘)Il erf ).-r}‘ | :
"We who moclis th2 noor insults Fis maker; he who rejoices at '- \
their eczlos not ~o wnpunished (Prov, 17:5)," and ) QIFM { l

// fé /f /L/ / /Jm e vho is kind to the poor lends [
1o the ILord: ~~¢ 72 will renay him his deed (Prov, 19:17)," are |
elassic illnestrations of the fact that God Looks with Tavor

wdon him vho o res for the noor, Such an act is viewed as a

natural Ant of men: and he vho does so, renders unto God him-

self the blecoincs of his kindness, For this, in return, God

will bless him with lorne life and worldly prospe:t'i'ty‘!"a But, it

is ag if he " Ilrsohemes his leker, if he acts otherwise; "he wdll
not go unpunisted, 1S
y q,-.sb.t)" )
The Pgalrist, too, who commosed some bits of poetry in the
Greek pariod, conceives of God as an integral par'b of the B’ﬁﬁiﬂ*
Saviour of 3

process -- the moral symbol and nd, For i

in these Psalms there iz complete confidazwb in @’5&@5

poor perish forzsver (Ps. 9:19);
YPEN VN /wr/ :




"
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NI [orf YY) ey " Tor Te rescries the needy when he ealls for help,

and the af lictad who has no ‘nel")er (Ps, 72:123 cf, Job 20:12) ;"

N //) €4 /;r_?o pres v [P P e

"But Fe exzl ‘he nasdv shove affliction, and made families

35 piyipek Jod 232

1ike & flock (Ps. 107:41)3 /‘)

3PP P)ID /J')/'\ ?7}_\1\ 247 177e has scatiered abroad; Fe has given

to the nee se wichtacusness will endure forevers: I7is horn
1.::'.11‘:!}:::- 1427 4n honor (thus Psalm 112:2 18 vhe clzagsic passaze
illustratirs Ate lovine care for the poor and needys; it de-
geribes “o Yo fpsat Giver, whose kindness to the weak and
Tha umhro had men eV wall er .]_1_}_;,~_te; m}m Psalm
11239 providag - S-eis “om the later usage of the term 'right-

eousness" -~ 5)/')?? -- 76 2 syrnonym for "ahnsgiving;"l" indeed,

to be liber S meloine thosa less fortunate is to be wighteous
as God is »irhbzone in 7is unlimited meréy for the afflicted and
the deorived: cof., Frov. 11:24): N 2EsN g_"’ NOTH 4 "/')/

//'P’( P’7* urg 1ifts up the poor from the dusts; He raises
the needw Tror the refuse heap (Ps. 11337 == ef, 1S, 2:8)3" and
finallr Ps=lm 140:12, which epitomizes the indomitable confidance
1/1/ 3 Lyt =a ‘NT3’

in God's protection of the weaks

VetV /a9=){d fa&/ nT know that the Lord will meintain the cause Tos i

s
the wretched, the rights of the poor."

* cp. also Ps. 1og:lh. However Tater in their"" Derio
he battle of Raphia (217 3.d.), the =
And so, Zech, 11:7 tells us 'tha:b-/

'Jil')/") amF/ P4 PRV ?mrr w/fw ‘3 'y
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Thus, we sce that throughout Biblical h:l.s'b
God was 2lwavs identified with the social strmla,
weak creat irss ~cainst the rapacious lords of Baalistic
tion," Anc no matter how dark the present may have 'bqu}é
always that mrr=nd, supreme confidence that God and Fis

ones would emerce vicltorious and vindicated,




aeneral. mressions Concerning

he Protection of the Weak

We Tave -lpasds seen how, in Ex, 22:20-22, the resident alien,

the or-ren, -~ the widow were emphatically protected from in-

justice #nd oo -rascion, Amos and Isaiah, who lived about 780 B,C.
| end who woma inTluanced bv the Covensnt Code passages in Hxodus,

apa Qvar reea Satinite in their protest against mel.treatment oFf

tha "Mhpe 0 LIV} 4 \A’PBF—/ /,:pﬂ- /39/&5) \A/r’ J74E
/’;Y_/ V/RY P /'F'/r/ a2 FOQP Arupl For

Hear ) {z 1-on the needy, and would bring the Door
0Ff the 1 -~ ey and .... Duvine the poor for eilver, end the needy
in exchence ' of soniale (Amos 8:4,6)3" f’ﬁ /’?A_/ \hlﬁr
rIP’ /’I/Jl’ .A/f/ ﬂ/l@ w/.//yf \A/'S?f’ﬁ’l 220 558/ f}.?/
Ao thru . neadv Trom their rights, and to rob my poor

pnes of iustice, 1=t widows mey become eir spoil, anc that on

orvhene thev rev crev,! In ovher words, No Dassages batter than

the® a-rec: 1le irndicpation of the provhets against those vho
take Advente e of the low and miserable status of the poor to per-

vert the justice Aue them and even force them :mto a 1ife of s=
» ‘ f e ‘I'

vituﬁ.e <

And witness how this lofty Spiri‘b is con‘binuea‘ﬁy A
influence in Neuteronomy (15
D2 PR 7l ?n/r;-'l

fajm “sF) Braf-wrc

./.9[‘ 5 ua;_.
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D IpP’ Des SIPHR DPIPP 26 o wbeo/
944/[ ‘?,LP I /rf /LIS Dy S0 scF---. pe ie
YIf there o needy Dergon Zmons you, any of your fellow-c
men in eny of vour corrunities in the land which the lord your God
is givins on, —ron ruset not steel your heart nor shut your hand |
against yvour neefy countrimang --- and with your son) dau-p*h-‘b.ar--,_.
male snd fercla claves, the Ievitein vour commnity, the resident
alien, the or-Trn ke widow, who are cmong yol, you are to re-
Joice befors “Ta Tord vonr God at the sanctuary, which thesTord
your God choosn: T2 sbiding-place of Kig presence (cfDES

16:14) ,,.. o rmeh not parvert the juetice due the resident

elisn, or th=2 o 7 n: nor take » widow's garment in pledge.!
And, ecneiderins -leo Db, 24:19-21 which prescribes forgotten
sheaves ¢ 1271 ~leamings for the poor and needy, we have in
these pascarzs e essence of the Biblical ddea of the protec=
tler of the 2z, considered under various claggifications of
mprotected individuals, Indeed, Dt, 16:1l takes for granted .
that there +ill never fail some poor ones in the land. Ea‘ﬁi}ikéﬁh
A 2

thenm not b

D

come permanent, herditary, socially doomed B
iens (Dt, 15:4), ‘'hus Jeremizh denounces th
this inunction: -'>p3) INFZY 1P PN

Qensi29)y /00 pof purion COEH/
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classes of vesk individvuals) the resident alien, 'lihe Z‘_'_'._-_{.'______"',"
and the wadow" -- thas DNeuteronomic redactor of the Wook of %
Samiel, who lived in exilic times (2S5, 12:1-8) tells how & .
rich man eriizlls verforred the duty of hc_:spitali‘by by seizing
the only —oscescion of his poor neighbor, Fow worthless is I
gich "kincneeel™ Yo: with this Riblical wrditer the end does ‘ ‘l
not justify the mesns Reneatedly there is the exhortatian in one
form or srotlor, in ora-sxilic and post-exilic times, "Do net. _T .
devise wicke ™ nes - inst those vho can not protect 't.hems_e:l-.ivaa:ﬁg‘-;: Ik
whether +7 = ™ iAsnt slians, slaves, poor and needy 'Heb;.'ie_iw_ _ "
lzborers, or T cms, or wicows (ef, Zech., 7:1035 Leve 19:38,H; Mal 5 \ “_J.

) Y

315, for noct-erilic expressions)." This prophetic veiw is con- j q" '

2
2
¢
2

stantly er—lacizads Prachtice the social virtues; Yehweh is

chigrmion o7 12 moor ~nc the weaks; and ethical righteousness gl? !

an esserti-1 al-ren® in relirion, over and above ceremonial

and perfection (of, Tsa, FR:6f.). In other words, ‘the Pulfi

-l e

of onetls oblisrtions to God does not release ona ﬂ’@‘m

obligatione to his fellow-men (especially to ﬂi? stran
I community, who had few friends to safegufz‘d

those vividly described by Job




—

~103~

instice of those who have no bribss to

of Sl?."fe?—'.’ nraversine tha :
~eire of the ar’licted -- all These

offer, makins more crievous the pains
dastardly nots sre ever repusmant to God and to thoseniike Job,
ose fervert cesira is to be like God in his condHotitONEREEERE
| needy fellovi- -j""(r-_-f‘, P, 112:9).
No woncer Wl sret Mihe vicked (who) draw the sword @nd bend

2 OV 4 he noor and needy, to slay those whose way |
{e rirht! ( PN Ep 0527/ pPryen /nnd  PIN i
//'er/ i ;"aﬂf
(02, Pe, 10:0:/50 114 = 279 - e e P
e 2re o1 y # 1+ the Peslmist can curse, with these words:

sLPBN. /3 un//:r/p Jeans Y 553 ven DIENP
ine 14’1'; mev they (the wicked)

8The wicked in rrorANce consufes

be eaurnt - \ .+ eohemee which thev have devieedl (Pse 10:2)."

And Proverbs contirues this intense moral negsion by asserting:
WREL PV W e wlbrn /914 -77

e who cesnices hig neishbor sinsj; but, habpy is he vho is kind

to the noor (Frov. 14:21)1" Even "better a poor men vho walks in his
integritv thsn one vho is crooked in his ways, althourh he may be

rich" Yy 073/ Jnhol (;m/ JHNP /f;’f“ €N PI( )

Prov, 19:13 cf., Prov. 28:6); r. "it is better to be hunble with the

poor than to share spoil with the proud' —W/C VL 70 "‘; 2L P{d
LN —NIC (Fis '1/:04/ /"JT THOvS 16=9)»

Jom el 1 SNL & ot P
Wl K40y A2k prov (L fu( ml

J.
L

"Yen rerfove Youndsries; they

away the ass of the orp'han they teke

they turn aside the needy from the

'ﬁﬁ:hout clothing . ee.eFrOm the cit

{ 'gm_ﬁed call for help.'.'_______L..._-,:"_. y
‘ _
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¥ n e

than from the vievnoint of God, the same thoughty 'ﬁﬁ%au

Pl

and the »F lictes Tould be well cared for by those moz
unate; that nerlsct of this duty is verily a profa

God's neme; thot the vicked will

o evil wave:r »nd therefore, in .
poor snd lovl-- (--ithont the "opportunity" to de evil)&ﬂé'% .
the side o® ~~7 ~n7 7ioht than of superior station mﬁ% o

10 all t*

o

erversive influences which maycameas 'bh&'
_ .

sieh nosition in ihe economic and social orders
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Chanter IIX

Towards the

oor

Fayvoritist

Tn fact, the 7ible has a high estimate of the moral in-
tegrity and intellectual capsbilities of the poor. dJeremimh
(2:24) cl-ira: PUIRK WWEDS P IXSW] (wf’-’o? ?)/""a.DP P
F-‘! D }‘?n‘?}\/ NYNNNP /rfﬁ”/"')J non vour hands also is found

. I(‘*—-

the bhlood o mocant Door -- not breaking into houges did
yvou find +threr, Hut onnosed to all such thingse." (ef, Ps. 37:
14; TIsa, 3 And the Book of Proverbs commente thus:

w/o/»’ rﬁm ’)/')?3-/ Pl e A /:::- r'w* = ofe
C_ét’y /rfp DI0J C LEIGCURD I E)x -0

MiaeT14+1 - " o -

Wealth is o avail on the day of cdea ths but richteousness

S:,:_\res -":-- > P ( :'\,r'\'.’r‘ 1.].:“"; c{:". PI‘OV. 1022) TR me fallow

lend of cor velds food in abundances; but it is wept away

_. . <Prbvl3 3_3)

by injustics, Th oiler words, zoodness is the saving power for the

poor and sllows ther to reap the abundance of their crops, only
chad awayv by wicked and greedy men of wealth, But ill-
gotten w2alth, though it may procure termorary triumb, Prof its

ince violence and injustice are sure to

thing in the end, 8
' (Leral or private) yengeance -- yea, even i
violent, or otherwise unhabddVe Wealth _
ats judement; but the righteousness of he

-
-

-
4

brine divine or human

death premature, sudden,

will not be able to avert Go

poor secnres the favor and blessing of Cod; that is, &

peaceful 1lifetl? (ef. Prov. 19:1j 28165 aea.,; :

¥ These Proverbs nassages are D

when, as :LnrD?niel 4:24(27)
¢

'!?.ther fore, % KJ{ D‘)l,g %)

by a]ms-crivim
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But, not only is it asserted that the
not only are preferences given to the poor _
in +the 2ible -- especially in Proverba ﬁﬂn
2 a 01151 con 37 ey euc /i

Beclegiaste :
73’ rr')ezr fo:)/ //1 /’JM/DW ?; PI(--

— N0 Al - Clys/ pon /.aol Cur 0P 1IN/ 31T

SIDD [o0ND € DNK N7 ok PRt IANINP
e pich rén is ise in his own 6yes; but a poor man DOES ma

intellirence 11l tast him (Prov, 28:1l)eses Better is a ¥
old and foolish, who no longer knows h".'f_'__.

is mentioned

and wise th: l=ine

aﬂﬂbﬁiS‘“aﬁ (Foeles . £ :1_3) R -
~nd he rescued the city by This 1

b
D
1

(a eity) a noor, wise men,
yet nobod: » w=mad that poor, Wise man (Eccles. 9:15; @fﬁ
35~-22, the siege of
Setion of a ‘rice woman —- here, in Bcelesiastes, changed “@93
men because of the CO?‘.'?:-e}’.'bz Yl b

Thus, throuchout
tudes with vreocoord Lo the important obligation of pro
weak, Wot onlv is t
inasmich as ~od himself cares for those who ar

. the wicked: and, therefore, he vho is lind

imitates tha waye of God and gains Fis fav

—— -

ally, we see a king L
| -~ by richteousness,

-- the care of the B
duties and a sSpegaa.
wiping out suli

= |




. the ssmbol of ethical monotheism -- is a very

strugele, Socizal and economie mrali‘ty is m‘&

al to relicion: rather it is its very center and e
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Chanter IV

Sore ‘Tecntive Sentiments on the Subject

The 7 onhetic “r’.:*:»."?.%_-?'.vegl vividly shows us how a defence- -I
1ess indiviAnzl misht he taken advantege of by an uns:i:'upulnus and

more fortimate oSerson, For, in Gen, 31:41 Jacob complains to

Laben “or T=vine w2 presumntion to suspect him of the theft of his
(Laban's) Toeusahold ~ndss and defending himself, Jacoeb pProtests:

e DCF TP/ /ofm 37y /owpp Dy Py ‘F-o7

PUN ey 'maef - S0/ pmd3p pue Bef PIIR  ‘NeD

"“?o"" —I:;' T .. "“WTrir s i~ )

0 T have besr/ a member of your ‘homseholds I

orked Tourtzon wvanrs Tor your two daughters, and siX years for

your sheen, times von changed my wages,' Obviously, the
author wishes 1o -rotest azainst sconomic oppression of such nior-
ally unprincinlad individnals as Iaban, And the writer has this

acply also with rerard to the treatment of the resident alien, the

widow, and the orvhan (ef. Ex. 22:120,21)s
And, as we have noticed before, the eight-century M@ﬁﬁm
influenced by J and B, are even more severe in their der -

of such Tlagrant injustices., Amos exclaimsj

PRl wdkn WiSn pf3 hla g J!‘M& 297 28
.DWneyl sc'pd''Pear this word, you cows n,

on the mount of Samaria, who oppress 1‘%&«
H&}f to their lords: l‘%ring that m_

i _JL\
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mey eell rrain, and the Sabbath that we may offer wheat '.E“ta__
mkine the ephah am=ll and the price great, and falsifying ‘I:h&
Bcales ('j‘?"cs ] 3'.'1*?'?\“. oo V) MI’,/ f?—"ﬁ ﬂo 06/1:’ /?‘

P,

PR jpen 5/ Lrarir w:')‘, NP SINN /n/ﬁmop

PJ“ “A/C /N EWNV n—r) PAYGy NN - WO
"ThereTore, hec-use wvon trarmle upon the weak, and take firom him

o=}

exactions of - ) ~1thon~sh vou have built houses of hewn stone,

you shall =ot Mrall in them: although vou have planted pleasant

vinevards, ot shell not drink their wine (Amoes SiliNcEs I‘sh,- 3
14,18)," 7% aonld be stronser in the intensity of moral passihon?
Fow Amos conls =22 thron-h religious hypoerisyl Here is tmesecial
conseionenacc!  Tor Amos well knew that greed knows no limits. It
will omorace, cheat (ef, 1S, 12:3; of, Isa, 32317), bribe (cf. Amos

Ll

§:12), 2nF =2v> sell unfortunates into slavery (cf. Amos 2:,6’;:.;- 2:8)
| Lo Fain its ovm ends, Tt will utterly disregandsaill canventiml
and ler=] restraints to resume business for profit and take : |
age of the low and miserahle social and economic status of the

Bven the wivee of these grabbing individuals will not !

enconrece thair husbands in such oppression, so long as 1
Procured for their own ﬁebaucherzes?q’ i
Q9/c vy /P /‘) ' D3EeP DPIC NPR

.gxfrs)i

Mioe to yon who join house to |

- 5:8)1"

Viczh denounces tht
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1 gtrin them of their flesh, and lay bare

flesh of mmr neonle =nd 8§ i
| their bBones Ay~ hreak them like meat in the vot and flesh within

Sueh is the bestial, rapacious

l| the eauldron (YMie, 2:2, 3:3)."
character of thoss vho eviet! (probably through foreclosure) their
out

neichbors/o” +=2:ir homesteads in order to increase thedr owvn es-—

tates, Soon, thesa nrovhets ingtifiably believed, no one will re-

main but thecsas »icl f ~~pabhars, and the poor yeomen will lose

hat it 5

thedr position in the nrm«'-“-r? Trom vhat has been said before
ahout tha ol” “esert mishpat of Yahweh, it is very evident that
thie is a ver denial of the principle of the inalienability of

and, Thuc, “hese nronhats cannot tolerate such iyrenny, such

=1

iczh, born and bred on the vine-clad

"h

greed, Thi vergent Drodhet,
hill-slones o” -restern Judsh, considered the ousting of pzasant-

farmers fror their small holdings, inherited throuch successive

generations of +toilars whose lire had gone into the'good esarth,"

m=al

was a vholly dnnarionable crime, XNo amount of legal prbc;e___dﬁ{x'*e:

could m=ke it apHear rw?\t% ™e devastation of the deflenceless

poor &t the merc of these ravenous wolves is total and irre

reble; and woe unto those who are guilty of shedd:lng such
Pt

cent blood (ef. Jer, 2:34; 7:6a; 223133 22:1’?). mh:l“. .




Mow the wife of one of the members of the »ronhetic order eried

out ' to Elisha, sayings 'My hushand, Four servant is dead, and

you know that vour servant feared the Lords but the creditor has

cofle to talke rr two children to be his slavesi" (ecf. Neh, 5:1-13).

Such was the missrable lot of the Door and the defenceless, I8

n

it anv wonder, than, thatlt the nronhets were so véhement in their

? e conld not s

denuncietions +2nd idly by, and view the Aread-

ful gituation writh =n "open and tolerant mind," while their own

fellow-men -ar - Pepine 80, They hed to speak out and utter

words of censire ~nd condermation to +hose who dared To perpe-=
trate such villainons crimes,

Bzakicl himself, who went with the other exiles to Babylon-

i)
ia, miet have been an eye-witness to BSome of these outrageous

ihe aorruption within Jerusalem thus:

- =

deeds, Tor he describes
Pin' porn?  peve (e¥ Y3 i 17;35) pic) PK
S - DR E /-m'r /'na /D po‘) 'CJ:c---._-/-‘-'m u;_s: 94;&/
Ji» freer) YT/ ﬁ). //5')./ L 4 _;/-)37 _E"-,‘,c_.;_,_ PY

CBewr mfe pca e
NPather =nc mo her within you (that is, thé city of Jerusalen)

oy 5
L

i@ 1 -' 1
the orphan and widow they wrong (Bze. 22:7)..,.%83‘8 &rﬁ":ﬁ% .'5 i

1 Do
;

within you +ho slander in order to shed blood (Eze.

men despise: the resident alien within they treat Qﬁfﬁ‘ﬁ&ﬁiﬂ\f}

eaee

(ot ol Do

(Bven) the common neople practice anpmag@na@a c

hj
r
=
= F : "
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and Job (c, 400), however, living already at a time when the city |

of Jerisalem and ite Temnle had been rebuilt by the returned exiles

and when the city 11e had heen re-established, are able to spezk
more calmly nn® raflectively, and, althouzh there ig still corruption

\'.-'it‘.":inf (12lachi 2:5: Job 24:2-12a3 cf, Job 20:193 31:21), they,

together vwitlh Zaechominh «ho also lived durins the Restoration period,
(@, 520 2.C.), halieve that these are the conditions of God's accep-

tance:s Fon/s s0H3€ wwWrc C’:?&A/ ’H/ﬂ'g-' Vvisard ™ orxre DD

Y AN Pracy sunbicl  frarc —nic Eire 1e¥Y PN/
|
|

"Thus snoke 7= Tord of hosts, saving: 'Render true judgments, and

practice lindne A¢ 1 rev each toward his brother. Do not opdress l
the widow “& o ohan, the resident alien and the boor; and ;
let none of o1 Jdavise in vour heart wickedness against your brother,!? |

r (Zech, 7:°, 10: o7, Job 20:12-16; Isa, 58:6f.3 val, 3:3,4)," This
passace fror Zechsriah is another one of those portions vhich sue=
cinetly strte tha oriteria of social justice and the standards vhich

- - - f - ‘.'- > r
God recuires of hie crestupes in their relations to ome another, Thus, |

1
ok n2

later, in the "raek neriod, the author of the Book of Proverbs speakg
to"'a class of meonle vhose teeth are swords and vhose fangs are knive
to devour the noor from the sarth, and the needy from among men" (Pro
30:14 P3cN PrJI’ e/ QI(I/ P A;cf\mﬁnm l*x q.bl?)sﬁ_

rain that leaves no food" (Prov. 28:3 /’ﬂr 4

znd he urges them '"not to rob the -p.ﬂﬁ!‘, ,39‘311@

%cp, also Ps. 109:16, which ac
g in the early Persian perio
er discngsion.

1_’3. 10:22,93 14243 3?:«1%.
e -

ﬁ;- =
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the needv in the ~=te" (Prov. 22:22 WER W
for he concludes that "he who onpresses the P

but he vwo s in’ to the needy honors Him" (Prove
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Chanter V
Protection of the Various Weak Classes

The Tebrew Society '

In the Tsr-slite society of old, the 'head of the ¥am:
$he father. o shared authority with hishWhEeaaE she bore him
sons, Towever, strictlv speaking, the wife was the private PI'QF* i

perty of her Tnel nds =nd ahl she possessed was giftse whieh nﬁﬂb‘i} i
She covlA not inhert propevt *
have been -ive- Lo her by her husband or fathera this waa -}ﬁe

privilers of +1a rrles in the Ffamily (Bccording to age). And, in-

deed, meny +ires it hanpened that the first=born son became,

the death of 1l - thap, head of the family, having authority over

his mother ‘cters, Towever, sometimes, if there ware no

offsprine, ctare (mm, 28) or even a favorite male slave

imherit »rivate »roperty (Gen, 1583 2ANYS A‘r r)ﬂ I“'I?J(‘ "‘22!%

M ]
GV‘ {h'?-/? 29/ )7 "And Abram said, 1Since }"0‘1 have gim irh"‘

postem.‘i‘,jr, mr honsehold glave will De &y 'heir.'")

The sons lived with the father even after thé#

EIﬂ haﬁ Ca ]_-I_ ran,

who were merely !
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reduced to slavery hecansa of destitution, Mmy of these @am_:
well taken care of v their masters, so that not & few Qf wﬁ P@ﬁ?
ferred to rem:in forever as slaves under a masterts protection
rather then hove to make their way in the world independently. A.lﬁo,
BNy of the ~liens residing in the community had found their lot
rather hapvy, =o that in time, they expressed their desire to be-
come full-flad~a~ citizens and to enjoy all the provileges which
come with sue’ citizenship., Since the community had a relirious
st

basis, the =lien “irst had to become circumcized and then express

his willincnes: }:n “arhieinate in the ceremonial observances of the

Febrew reli~ic:s corrmnity (this latter provision wae optional),

Thus, bein~ = =w»otacted member of the commnity, the alien was on

the @evel - ith snypther Israelite. 'ASIEGESES¥SS NS part of the

Israelitish Tonsshold, and circumized (cf. Gene 17:11-13), they

?

too were coreicerec rerbers of the commmity., Thus, the Febrew

vre verv incinsive and zllowed those of lower at?'m
to improve their vosition cons*ﬁerab-l}”?g

commonwan 1ttt

There ware, to be sure, the lugurions rich and the mi
poor, Vet sveh, wretched as they were, might, in t};e,ﬁb}b
rigse out of their poverty. Though forced to ¥ e b
for lodrines (1S. 2:2), the needy misht 1ift
misery., And just here we catch a gl
of that old time,and

Al features




-
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mﬁnit}r, as micht ~lso one wine-press. [eres thoush familfe’s
might have < eipr intividus) Tislds for the season at least, &as
they surel- - 11° hrove their individual homes snd granaries,
there was soreil-in in to = community of interests and a
divied of lrtovr in the verwy fact that common utilities i
Bight servas onz -nd the same corﬂ*nmitv.“so* Thus, it was so
mich easier “n» +tlose in the lower socigl brackets Lo maintain
themselves -« =ven irmrove their nosition,

Now, we hove rantioned certain resident aliens -- or P")}." !
I: as merbers o” 12 Tahrew household, Exactly who were t;h_ey'? It |
| seere thot Sulshercer ~ives a very nlausible explanationss He
| says thet "at v1. inel concnest of Cansen, the Febrews tookwthe

dsnd of +) rasnites ~ ~ivided it among themselves, retaining

the previovs “nholitonts as workingmen, Fost of these remained :
{
1

settlad on trha 1-2n" ag a peasant mopulation and these were eallea 'm

toshabinm (p’p e/s\ ") vhile those who were mot &0 settled worked for A
& dally waze as sekirim ( TG De)The general term &"pﬁ‘eé t,p
both clezces was N\ (Literally, stranger). When one 9£

gerim died, hie farmily (the widow -- PJA¥/s = and th

were not criven out of their humble cottage,. E‘*"v‘t"
land snd worked on it. Fence the locution
which occurs so fracuently a$ deserip

Jation,"31 At ripst,
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milated into Yebrew life D)\ took on the meaning of a 1 ot

]

And the Mool of Proverhs accumes this to such an extent That

is 2lreac ifontified with the various classes of workingmen

e I+ P/ LY and [z % g:bpt he was not knovm by anypth

)
name, Of courss, l-ter, in the Common Era became the term
?

for a nrosalsyt L

ARR v1hile ¢ in- oot the proselyte, it is interestir

gtk
note thet Svlzhercer ifentifies the AAYIC with that "consider- i 4
E

Y

able Lodr o T oiirn notives (vho) attached themselves to Israel
With the cetery instion to become a part thexfof and to share its fﬁfhégf!@{i
It e trive % T eir reception into the fold by the Israelites was I"
eold; thet 7 oin of so-called pure Febrew blood would not afmit them

irmediatels cc U.eir “nll ecuals. But it was not long before thew

beeore resiril-~ed into the Febrew body politic: and they were

up before the M)\ as 2 model to imitate., Thus, the ")}. and
Ad7rc,  lahorers, in the Febrew community, were afforded

tunities to advoros tremselves to full membership din Isra: ]
Of course, bhesides these, there were the slaves '

! the S
the ox, and the =es who did the work Tor/Febrew 1

themselves out to others, They were the.
and the Ya.
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Sl-ves

First, let us exszmine nrobahly the most 1111;)01"1‘3&1’1"’:- and a

eommon institition in ancient times -- that of slavery, Iﬁé slz

wes called ??T?S If he was bought, he was deaigna‘t.ed 28 Mo '

if be wae horn in the Febrew house-hold of slave parentage, he m»
called = L *p - 9'57 (cen. 14:18) or a w2 ~f7 (cf. Gen, 18:
3; Eccles, 2:7 -~ comrented above on p. 114), (also for w’/p -39+
B0, 17:12,13: Lev., 20:11; Jer. 2ila)ionE N/ —/P : B‘Eﬁ"i |
althourh +he “abhraws mracticed slavery, they had a rooted avers&m

10 the svet y 720 they tried to mitigate its evils as me’ﬁ as

possible, iz v reacy seen how, in Gen. 15:3 (ef, Geh.zi:?"-
e oo —/P ~onld inharit hie masterts pro’perty ik 'ﬁh?re;'; wers
no mele heir, And we learn from Gen, 2432, ‘and 1S.  SRSEEIENZESIaFE
that slaves a2re not "AumbY but, on the contrary, they Wem@ﬁm“
for their oninion =nd . |
ness transactions or in me tch-mking (Gen, 24
2i%4, 85, Shechan, 2 Judadan magnate, gives hiﬁ% damh‘l;@r in
Y0 his Beyotian clave, Yarha; and in Prov. 17:2 it states

capable servant will rule over a dissolute so
'ix_xheritance amone the brother'llcaf?i "-
?r_' P'MC PINP/ Although most of © '

the Biblical veriod, nevertheless
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seventh vesr he igs to ~o free without paying anything. If he came
in sincle, he shall =o ont single; if he was married, his wife shall

g0 out with Tim,,. ™k if the slave declares, 'I am fond of my

i
shall brin~ him 1» 4o God; he shall bring him up to the door or

master, mv wife, and - children; I will not go free,' his master

the door-nost, and his master shall pierce his ear with an awl;
he ghall +then he Tis slave nermanently (Ex.21:2FF,)." 3P 9.1/")0\ £
IPP 7022 9NP PIC PIN reant #$ 'wrpen) F°7’ PyL e IR

VNI Pre/ oy oy sx3 xrH  DEs -[;P PIC KT’
N 1e&re s F 42~/ Al -HIC LIC DK CARIN 3IPTS

193 X33/ D3s3 45 -Fre 11 m?aa-ﬁ; /ex9/ f’sﬁm-ﬂr /43¢ 16’/\9/
Th : : 1727/ X3P JITIC NN
Thus, a slove's servitnde is limited to sixX years unless he wishes

to remain » elave Torever. And, in Ex.21:20ff,, if the slave is iniured
while in service, there are appropriate laws to pay him, in one way
or snother, for his loss ( /AHIC =i //C )32 ~Nc Elc DO’ 9/

| PPJ' P DV 7727 WIHWA wA/ lrep
"If & man striles his male’ or femall slave with a stick, so that he

[~ 2 ¥ N St 5

| dies under his hand, he mmst be avenr{ed"-'— ef, Ex.21l: 26, 27, 32).

Yoreover, "whoever licnans a man, and sells him(as a slave), or if

ke is found in his nossession, must be put to death" -- €7 PJI
WHI werr 130 3N )M (Ex.21:16), And, in Bx,.

20:10, "on the seventh day, it'is a Sabbath unto the Iord thy God;

you mist not do anv work at all, neither you, nor your son, nor

o/ f.:
evidlent, these are humamnelaws
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onomy corbines gome ritunal observances with ethics. For in 12:12,
17, 18; 16:11, 14, it is specifically stated that the slaves,
along with the other members of the household, should take part
in the observences at the central sanctuary, whether it be the
Feast of Wael's or the Feast of Tabernacles., Fowever, ethics still
predominates in NDenteronorv-- in some cases on a higher level Than
B-- so that in D,F:14FF,, slaves rest on the Sabbath, and for this

added remson: “ecniige the Fabrews themselves were once slaves in

Egypt, And in Dt.15:12fF., the law in Ex.21, regarding the sends

ine of = Tehrew slave free at the end of six years, is made even
more huranc-- 'and when von set him free from your service, you
mst vrovicion him liberally out of yvour flock, threshing-floor,

and wine-press...” PMNY rzinfewn xr}‘)ﬁl ‘DN yanfewn -5/

. f Nl J‘J/\W f.l/(3’# 1} Ao /‘)J\'ss . Another act of kindness is in

*-ﬁ-e case ~prrine & women cantive; that is, if he tires of

-

her, then he rmst not only set her free, but 10y dow/
?o.'.).) DPNINN -~ e must not sell her as a slave (Dt. 15:10£2F, )"
Finally, "wvou rmmst not turn a slave over to his master when he has

gscaped from his master to vou' (PDt.23:163 cf.IF,2:39,40-- ')*)P\n o

/N3 Pnf/" Y Y8 rerc Juaic-fic 3Py ). To conelude our
erv was miticated fhe best way possible under ex-

study of hov
isting conditions, we need only to point out a few passages from the
Dost-exilic works of F and P. In K, Leviticus 26 is our key chapter.
Therg, in verse 10, the fiftieth year (the Jubilee year), rather ‘than
the seventh vear (evidently this law in Ex,21:2ff, wes not practic-
able), is the time when all slaves were freed:
s forr deer -3¢ Taep 0133w H/
1pen mnaey e euel Jp I nic -ﬁr
ou mist hallow the fiftieth year e
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Sts
the land to 211/1 nhabitants; it is to be a jubilee for you,
vhen each of yon shall return to his own possessions, and
each of von shall retnrn to his ovm family." And in verses 29 to
46, if Yehrews ~va recduced to siich poverty that they must sell
themselves o their ovm fellow-Hebrews as slaves, such individuals

| aré Lo be ireated not as ordinary slaves, who mey serve forever =
or sett! e
in a family as inherited property, but rather merely as ‘Thired/

laborers (that is, D@D P€InD-- cf, Sulzberger, M.-- aty g__-_e-_'_'

Labor in Ancient Israel-- pp,.116ff.). This applies also to a poor

Hebrew in the erplior of a rich 2lien or serf; and his ;_Ir). or
kinsman mmist “padeem! him, if that needy relative cannot redeem i
himself (lLev, 25347-55), Finally, P states with regard to the

Passover sacrifice that "any slave of a man that has been p“urchaaaa

my eat o7 it T2n ou lave circumeized him' (Ex,12:44-- 9?7 "

/9 gm JI¢ [N D.AFW ?oo—mj)y e Y% ‘Ihua,
by enterin~ into the covenant of Abrzham did the slave becoms ga.

L

e

member of ths Israelitish commmnity and partake of its p:f‘i eﬁﬁ“

(cf, Gen.17:11-12).

And so, we have seen that the Hebrews 'trii‘ai;i- to 1

only God was the true ovmer of men and of o }

34
live, "mrom Israel has come a moral aéﬁé
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Sora Maneral Corments on Laborers
In genaral, it mev be deduced, fronl what has al

written, “h-t +the “hlical writers took special painsito

| wide laws vhich worlS nrotzet the laborer -- whether he
glave, hira® Inhorar, or merely = Febrew tollexs They 2a ‘:
and Bleseed those tho camed Tor thoss weak and immemsed '.Eﬁ
erty: ard theo Janonncad and ‘ .
s very disteoetelful €o

edventace of those las

gould not He r 1o s32 2 laborer, FaReE 1
Beine chentec o that vhich was due hims ThisjieD and 59@-‘;—'
plicitly Asrm-n” ‘wiotice Tor hired servants, They says .
rwef-’ /'93")«'? D esc /-) 10 /D'Azrl /l'?lr/
‘N o ewes v jerpn ¥/ s00e [V

he 25 /r‘)/‘v—rrg’ JeDd — N KHEId 1D

r)m A e /’\&T\n P ,,5},

L LD DP =3BY Do
"¥ou mist not defralid 2 hired l&borer who

ke is one of vour countrymen or one of the

and, in your corrmnity, You mist pay hinm
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he Cer

And the game treatment -- kindly consideration, fair

| edual socisl an” relicions privileges with other Israelitess -»'-|
Was accorde” +to the "))_ +he Canaanitish hired laborars, h?"
@8 lawe or 3,D,7, and P =s to the slaves and the other emp
servante (o, T, 20:20F,: 23:9,12; Db, 16:11,14; 24:1450550%

gome of Miet inwve -lpendv been discussed), Bven ''when vousheve

' finighed 1-liin ot all the dues of your prodice in thewthirc
| year, the romp “op the takine out of dues, you mist givesthemiTomn
e Levite, - r2cident alien, the orphan, and The widow, ‘Eh-'a‘;ﬁ

dhey mey ant in 7111 in vour commuinity.' (Dt 263LSE cf. M.M
wie wefes Jep /’JmJ(IP-A Yesxn-So-ww Nerf sFow
ees pryvep sl st/ P e).f 9 sand o

"And von rmef not ~lean your vineyards bare, nop gather ‘the f

fruit of <rovr vinsrard: vou rmst leave them for the poor éﬂ@ :

R
Dty 243107 .90 '\}r/ "JYF qﬁ /(F’Kﬁ_? [:39/

st be left to ‘t‘hﬁ n@ X

regident alien, since I, the Lord, am your Godft (Lev. maam;,

fy*’} ’3 'Jff PAK ev»‘m = single grape

them, The ma'ager ani -- the tr-lannial_, 't_r,_’.’g'{"_'j

let the ~arim =nd the other weaker classes

" s, .
this, too, For the Lord thew ¢
=né never takes a bribe, W h
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B s _ e ot N
And finall-~r climaxas the entire a¥rument for edual treatment

for all laborars -+ renaatine asain and acain the thoughts “é¥ou
shall have “he one ordinance, with resident alienss and native-

to be + " (Lev. 243:22a3; cf, Ex. 12:493 m
Belds 15:17,16,29) NI2T /70D P PD?‘D'?' Inrc LPEN.

ike . nee

I}‘ ' 2 e

.{ vindness to Animals

:

| S : _ _

| Thera iz one other zroun which work for men, These are

==

animals, ool e o =nd the ase used by the ancient Hebrews,
As dumb l-torars armloved by men, they require humane treatments

("Porr rmst ot n5il o kid in its mother's milk"),and in Lev. 223

28 ("and in )= acza of a cow or ewe, vou mist not slaughter it,

Ge_lTY, P AL SAIC DR 1sc DI/

#Rd its vouns on the sar
We pLrP sChCA 1cf And therefore, care is taken to be as li'ﬂ"iﬁ

ernel as »nogeible with them, And"if you chance unon wour enemy'é

(0]

0X or ass going astray, you mist be sure to take it home to him

(Bx, 23:4; cf, Dt. 22:1-5) Dvn LMD Z/6 /9.’-“”-' “)16 '
JT 198wy Pe® loreover, "if you should happen to

bird's nest in any tree, or on the grﬂu-ﬂﬂy; with

eges, and the mother sittingz on the young or

not take the mother with the ymmg Dt

PP -be LIS \nx_ )
Jrour land "during the s
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4 .
|

s o/ DNeC//ANSTEE rrpenl

v S50 PINTL | PR
mts ook of the Covenant, D, and H pro- _

»HIeD The s
vide lawe vhich urcre the most humane treatment for Aumb animals,

~1ly when they are used by man

Fow rmich the more does this ap

in his @ail-r vorlz} Therefore, =X, 23:12 legislatess: : }’II# .J)&e’_

PN PR A1Y /wvf Apen ypeD IR/ plery 3e¥n
Waix davd on =re to do your work, but on the sevent¥ day you
» that vour ox and ass may rest." And, in D

mist desist, in ordex
(Bt. 25:4), it savs: "You mast now mzzle an ox when he i1s treading

out crein® 16232 2,  RPONW #iéf;?;

aiblical writers nrotested the laborers

Thus, we hesre seen how
. e o4 T Gpraee Sl T v . . . o
| of the anciant Tahrew society, We notice that in some laws there

1 . of the humaneness in treating them. We readlize

ig a develooment of T
Tepaelle lowre ~pe not merve formal lepalism, butsthat they are ®m-

eped ~pa-itl b = Adsen ethieal and social conscilonsness.
Of the weaker
$0 be Aiscussed -- the Levites and wWomen.

The Tevites

.

In the old davs of the Judges,) the LeultesiNs e

ministrants at sEhll sanctuaries on nrivate estate:




~joas

28 his nriest in return for food, clothing, and lodsinge And

vhen lar~er loc-l sancturaries grew up in various cities, like

Gileal, Don (cr, Tud, 18:30), Beth 21, these wandering Driests
found ermlorrent there, But with the appearance of Deuteronomy

(621) arc ima coruend for a single, central sanctuary in Jeru-
galem, thos= lon~]l s-netuaries dwindled in importance. Dy Tow- '
8Ver, mede -~ -ovisions for the displaced Levites of the local

girines - ~ivi tham an e ual share of the o-“ferings with

their fellor Tavites in the central sanctuary (Dt. 18:8 -\?n
()?3:(* '\Cs,:) Ten, too, the entire class of ILevites ovmed

R0 Hrovertir, Terefore, the Temple and the land about it,l,_ along
with 2 shore of the mreseribed offerings, were their only means

off supnort (Dt. 12:1 '/YG?’G ;-9 f‘f¢9 ”U’)‘DF NDE ll‘r
//fxr' MFAJ/ o e Swner Py s -'.’r_f&'——-
The Ievitic=l »rissts, that is, the whole tribe of Iﬁvi, shall

have no pronerir or heritaze like the rest of I-sragﬂ.g; they shall

live on tha coerifices made to the Lord and the dues made QWI;?
to Wim,"), Therefore they are to receive portions of the am
Bithe, snare in the offerings brought to the Temple

of Weeks and the Tabernacles Feast, and maﬂ

tithe with the .i)-l/n‘/ Prn?
19; 16:10-14; 14:27-29).

Bit, after the Exile, Bzekiel,

thege priests who _
‘best of the fim




-127-

2alloted = gnecial strip of land around the Tenple

for, as has bheen said, thev had no private propertye
strenctherz thess mrovisions by statine that their land
never be totall: ~lienated (lev. 26382 Y NP

PErr
25Y PIN, NirN PAINC !
Ievites, hovsven, in the case of the houses of the eities %“5

?

their nosca-=iom, the Tevites shall have a perpetual »i

2 i
redemption), These ape the forty-eicht cities and ‘tahEi‘r QWF’ g

-
urbs mention-A in Wi, 955:1-8, And, like din D; onily tove ¥

extent, ) - ~ro to receive portions of the offerings for W
sipport (M, 1°:21,¢ 5-32,9,10,11,14,19; Levs 7

;] ,.l.’ -,I.J

14,28-363 10:10-14,15; 6:14-18,10-20; 28:16-20; Exoe2sisay

N St
‘

Mam, 5:5-2,0,10: 15:20,21; 18:12,18,15-185 LoV, 2436=085

. 9 -t g i L ]

25-20), “Tms, in retupn for their service in the Teng

tieu of =nv nHoscessions of land, the lLevites rﬂ@e&fnﬂf

ck

offered hy the Israelites to God, and the specialu i
land conscer-+tad to them in Iev, 25:82-34,

of indiviAuals who, because of their ?eeuliﬁi!'&.

relicious 1ife of the Hebrew community,
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t:ﬁot to be dergred in any way., In ancieat times
@8 by contrast or nurchase; and 'the woman lost
ﬁ-‘EedOI.‘., wvhen rh= was handed ﬂr/ be suitor in 3
eompensatior( SN -- of, Dt. 22:23F,) paid t‘.af--?_" :
6P by coptiire in var of. J1d, 21) -- the girl €hus
the provert- o T or ‘uvar, vho takes every Drecaution
hie oraciors -nssacsion,  Bifts from her husband on Ea&
Ber onl: percono T svonerty (of. Gen. 16:25 304,95 Jude
althoush 1o T unnamite womsn in 2K, 4:8f., 48 called ﬁ% >
ah?}., ion comen (o2, 1% ©316)22 But, in gensral, it m
~ould not inherit property (e:qaegh

|..:.
1

fhe ga

Wm, 27:1-11: 2 :1-12 --. P: cf, Job 42:153 Joeh.

?
. post-exilic nessares, These, too, are made/on:w
Uit of con=, -n° in order to keen intaet tribal pc

Wheretore, 7 =ce Sourblhers of Zelophehad could mot

w thEi:‘ -_.-“f'_". - .

¥ow, in amrlr times the rightiofNacRE

JGity of Levirscte rarriege; that dis, thel
band who Left no rmale offspring, had tow

e first-born of such & merriage suce

father (cf, %en 38), in order
operty (cf. Dt. 25:5,6,9)¢
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'&“3’ indirectly, this custom was humsnes for it

CWidow from hzine throm out on the strest, without

?!‘Wide for "'-}_"-‘:'1 s

L]

A womrn ves oroteeted in other ways, tooe In Exe

Lo

seduces 2 virgin vho is not s

11 o

16y it etatos

e

]
-t

galies vith her, he rmet pay the marriacenrice f@!‘
Brry her: <7 Toor Cathor sheolutely refuses to give her i
e mist neor o o nivelent to the marriage-price of ‘\:

O4Y 25/ Derse sk Dl DIP L PDu
20l 3o //m/ 2 //rnf prc ek A 5)_)‘)*9«1*“ [
wEhreD SDND ?c* ;
For, thi~ 7 considerad as damace done to onet LVE
BRBd 25 valusahlse ohntkd a1, the “uishand had to carammg‘
B8 wite, Thuc , = Tehrew daughter sold into slavery ‘
lone 25 che o in hic core, be provided with Foods

“531‘ gonjusrsl richts by her master; if he does not

JBoes out Treo ithout money (ef, Exs 21:7-1les
[

'.g ghe is

provided for liberally). y

- —

Accord in~ To Melennan, Ancie
1D and Merriesge, PP i‘i‘%f

‘the lLevirate system,id B sw.'
ety. Stade ("'ésc?-iabte des
0O ances uor-vorship. o
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- n . P4:1-4a there is the key passage regard-
| e 8 pic p:o/ frpl Des e Dp2 Lok
- PND/ Y3 WITY 92 3N O LT _/I\ A,a.,a |
! 12w onke/ 937 oyl apnra>d N20 dF
:
!
|
:

S04l Inc-enb PND] Do snPY T
D30 [N AAID H80 Df PN/ /n.mr-:?ﬁ G‘I@-
?ekrlralﬁr e [1mnD CxD AN D pe 1ARY Dile)

for»§ S\nn/\? prey dfe  nes /mu‘)ﬂ stvo forr pb

s - D 3/(‘P "hen o man takes a wife and merries 'h'B;;’__:_',f-_.
3 It tnrns 7ot ='a dose not nlease him, becausge he has found
g0me incdecence in “eon ond he writes a bill of divorces anapuULs
g it intc Tor ) icrisses her from his house; if, on leav-
(382 Bis house, =7~ ~nag and marries another men, and then the
datter hus -~ turne seainst her, end writes her a Bbillofidi=a
worce, ncd mili-~ it into hepr hand, dismisses Her from hissh
BELE the latter hushand who married her dies, her former
IBE0 divorced her mey not merry her again.es st InNo

BRIty of woran had to be reintained, She ves not =

oy 2oe/ Seanl
DIPUD Pk DNy POE3
D€esrc wnarn Ll

& man chances uvon a gir

A8
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:'r’f?éf*’izes her, an? lies with her, and they are
Wio lay with her mist pay the girl's father fiﬁi‘
end she sholl be his wife as long as he lives;
gble to divorce h=r, hecause he violated her' -- Dt,

Fovever, i thz ~irl cries ont for help and thereis 33:@
gave her, t= m'n is kil ed (Dt. z2:25-27), For t"‘?’?w\ﬁ*
latior of the Asnchters of Israel was not to be wle;mg a
gy 18=21: “an, - 43;"n:lf'f.)-

The {ie-+t-ant of women captives was 8180 vexry
Bl 21:1077, , <ha is allowed to mour: for her huﬂ
month: =7ter © L Lire, her captor may marzTy her and t
fgourse with har, 1t,
g8t her ro Trac

gl have hurilisted her,"

-21; Ruth 2:2; Dt., 16:11,143
22:3,ete.l}f

sources regfarding °
holet, Fistory of Ieb:
Life of the Hebrew
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Chapter VI

Justice -

Of course, rmch has already been intimated concerniz

“Biblets dsa cense of justice -- especially din proteci in:

Wesk from 1nscrmrmlons individuals., Exa 28:6 (E)SSTEEESEEE,

1§ =1

plicitly: e 22 SRR Coew »Cw sk

1 B . : = . e : y e =
¥ou rust rerd, tha duetice due your poor in his .gﬁ;ﬁ@ﬁ d
; -

s
kg
iy

Terefore, -V P?’ V€A e s00e TNE s ot
e
Pred-inic 29U o o¥n F7 \/ll":;)r R E

neof PIRY “onsc WGIE PO -fr 94y -/r;Z Vel
= /rr *D /\,")Qd\ -;;/’,\-'33—/ '/’)J/ /‘U‘) 2N '1/')6:._:), r < ,
or £iapa Tt IACHE n/'m w8 InEl TEY P
P

u"\r'_ T e T aad -~ - - 1 N
¥o must not ~ive false, hearsay avidence; o nov Jém
o

®ith o wiclked Herson Hv being a malicious witnesss Y

Pollov the r-oritv bv doing wrong, nor give e
&l 5o ¢ to -ervert justice, by turning aside

dty.... Avoic false changes; do not have

 (Bx, 23:1, 2, 7, 8; cfs Dt.

tant passages in E and their
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1698 1§ prapsc soew/ /A'.Q"/ SADEE,

sees''they 111017 not the cause of the orphan, to cei
Success, =nc the richie of the needy they do not def
BE88)," TFor, irmos scevs to them (5:12), "I know that your

Wnsgrecsi ns e rony and vour sing countlesss you,‘l!tm* y
Oppress the invocani, take briBies, and thurst asicerthess

"-;% the gate (- »2 Jnstice is dealt)lli == P R)
D) =
eR Puranl 530 np 3 i N33 NS Porclh PNV

""*‘989 Bre 1 ma=ten the unprotected with &B&‘hh %E

SMer to extort Tro

]
3
(]
3
i
I
o
&
Y
s
(1]
<
m.
5:@"
2o
(8]

Binded by Vot 1la~o1 decisions, and giving unjust verdi

@l not derfanc th:ir cauge (cf. Isa., 10:2)8 N UGHGS
dord: 'Yornin~ o mornine rive righteous J,t‘-dgmnﬁj‘

'| Bhe despoile’ Trom tha hand of the oOTDIressor: e

orth like fire, -nc burn with none to quench

QL doinge (Jer, 21:12; of. Jer. 228"
er0d xIn 15 pen FH frrs

PO m:v 1") YN 9931
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8nd defend the rights of the poor and the meedy

Yl )3 p33-Goax
Then, 1 = eush justice to be administert

court h=ld -t e eity gote sesme to have met every
(ef, Jer, “1:12), rrobably in early times the whole'
| were crcl (Prov, 19:17), The plaintiff was tHeEinju=oauma

Person. "= =icod on the richt hand of the judges f&f-— Z

The accused stood on their left, probably dressed .’m

zarb (e”, Z=ech £:3), 'The judges were seated (of. Fo.nedset
Dan, 7:), "Tea onus of pProof was on the aconsed. e \f&mﬁ
: tunate i ha ) “luential men to speak on his hehaif 1(’)@,, .

1

Gen, <7 :7; ~er, 24:17), There could be no case withou
| (ef, Joch, 7:14-18; 18, 14:38-42; Db, 1:16,17 --Nexcept
| 21:1277,), At least two were necessarysvate 311 events,
| eould be dondermed to death on the statement Gf*"ﬁﬁ&"-’ i o

17:6; 1°:1F; ™um, 85:30), Bverything possivle was

Dress uron 4= vditnesses 2 sense of respc

evidence led to the condemmation g,f‘

the first to 12y hands on him (cf. Bt,

their evidence was proved to be

punishment they had hoved to b

19:12). ‘The oath seems to
_procedure (cf,, Bertho:
s It was chisfly 1

itnesses., If,




decided tle question (ef., Ex. 22:9; Lev. S22y

_ involved reraly the question of damages 'b”ﬁ
Reeporty; © 5 indemmification due to the plaintiff, mﬁ;s'.

-l'-—\_

24 NN edJ (Leve 24:19€F, ) was

erred o tlhose of

8 man, and s2lls him, or if he is Eolud iin
be put to Jeath (Wx. 21:16; ef DL 24"?§m
WAN/ o w¥ 1302 SNy Thus,

by Febrew law when h2 hainened to

kidnanved, he conld have redress

demandine the death penalty.

and onz suffars so mich £ro



those who, without sngh provis ns having

¥Would have

or ninth

thogs

sul

‘n dafenceless, by exs

Lion-l mmrcerer was orotected

vithont understand
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Chanter VII
The Tanslayver

ok
o
3
3
o

1

in ac
agents * -fovernﬁent‘.}f) A nerson eharseé

gicle 1= 270re these councils at whose head

by mesns o7 993, that is, by compoundingia
ingtesa -~ “or ks blood of the defendants e
ahout the torre , or if the dafendant f@l‘h

e W

P'/‘)y of

ficulty -rovin~s his inmocence, he could filees
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" ‘- ‘
In ghort, *ra ingtitution of 99> was no longer alloweas In-

?

stead, a faderal officer, the P35 y;r}. | vas Sentio ‘;agﬁ .
| eanton to ' el court oroc2edings and recelve The death-warrent

J from the Yry® 4 /’)1 “or the sxeention of a convicted mur-

_ derer, +i14:- —apcon coudd them flee: to a fixed, separated

' (( F AV ")'Y)( 41-43; this passage specifies three

citie T .1.12 snticinates the additon of three moreg Num,

aneh cities®), where he might appeal the wver-
dict, @ Tor 4hi 1osa a sroper highway to such a eity (Dt, 19:

8) was built, lest the inflexible /23D ﬁr). pursue and overtake

hin »; 117 Tiv, for this officer was so obligated because pf the
death-v-ro--% 7 40h he possessed (ef., Dt, 19:12)5  If the wvictim

wE§ indoe” S--aneri in that court of appeal, he served his tm {
(dnam, f—"t'.-""",. “f:ae 4 until the death of the presiding /9&!
Fq» 1o was freed and the LI F;(‘} 's death-war “twaq\
no lon—er effective, “mt if he left before his ’bé!'ﬁ-‘l G@ ¢ 3 N
he conld he lrilled (Dt, 19:12; Num, 85:26,27)8 Hewewr:. it w(;

s8till rogsihle for the ' yD .J/f,)j of an |

were friendly vith the other local councilg

¥oreovar, the cormon Deople, the family

D/%3) were still favourably disvosed to

Fowever, finally, the plicike}
the abolition of the V¥ 2
& WApoarently the cibies se.

3 Josh, 20:7,8), whic¢h were
- e’ra“ (Rent, CoF. =




| lishment of faderal courts and sherififs —=
| canton to =xscute the decisions (/')QJ' -@6
Accordin~ to 20hr, 17:2,7-9; 19:5,8; 506 was Jel

in Dt, 1< ~-s, abont 850 3,0, everyone was bﬂg}_ mtm :
lize that "+ha zl=ament of civil damages oF priva'bﬂ—
Was elirin ta” “pom hérmicide cases, and that the State
Jurisdiction »F +his high c.:‘ime..“46 And fz*om this
"lad o the /P instead of the V%

17 (P 1940’ o oDl c'au P32
fjtan laden with \ar mants blood shall flee to ‘-ﬁa

n).47*

18t no one saize him there

We T ave thiie cean how Febrew ethics and law h

We shall now “iscuss how the land :
e 11 no e g *;!@ﬁ’"

to provide for

and the needyv,"
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Chapter VIII

Iand “nd _the Protection of th

Ths Friestlv authors took speeial care that &

not be =2lisnatad by anvone forevers: m.nf.-?—?

'?W P Pesrn) P'Ax-
WThe 1= 71t not be sold in perpetutty; for ‘I‘he Imﬁ

since o —e onl pesident aliens and serfs under me |

redeemec =t ~ny time; it W ;
2ly Jer, F7:12s Dt, 19:14: 27 :1735 H08S 5:’1‘;@:;_-: Prov, 22:289
Job 24:2) 7. mafore, 2ll land could be sold or

the nunber of e,mﬁﬂ !‘35395 in

"3
7
1
0
(1%)
J
4
)
b}
J
- ]
.[.
v
5]

Thus, i~ thers were more years left ‘b:l.ll '-'!'a'hﬁ

would be hi~her; if there were less, thew

¥oreover, a kinsman had the right to
tive (lev, 25:25-27, 29-323 cf J@!‘-';

seller himself conld redeem .i-te

left for the Jubilee year.

‘house in &



~JagS
84), no one Tarily or rroup could meintain end eterns.
on land, & we have sgeen, thig ig &8 lage extension of the 0ld
desert 1i- . marelr, that lend is inslienahle -- the righit
8ll (cf, 17, 71 -- Aheb and Nabothls VineyarcNasEs via,laﬁi,@ﬁ-
OF this ~rincinle) And so, the weaker indivicdual was, in a
WY, drotacie’ from roapacions monopolistas |

., 04:21 (J) and Ex. 28:12 (B)SN(CTNDES 5:14)

the pre © - <. - wmratives enjoined that no work was to be .
Gone o -0 ~ev- of the wesk, S0 no work was to be done
on tihe I r sventh year, nothing wiich would cause ﬂ'ze =t g
gend to ite "1l strencth, Thus, in BEx, 23:10,11, e
for eix 1 - sor your lend and gather in ite crops,
but Miri, "~ aventh wrasp vou mmst leave it alone and l?t_ ?.t ;

336 P11 © -~ tle nmoor of vour pecple may eat of it Lot

VN ReD/ PNCIAN ~AIC Ndore/ 'm —w/r 'r"'; N

furtl extended by the P writers in lewiticuss

Qr* >pe/’ -f?' ﬁmp /29 fwm// DIE 4
1PN fANIEN- f e/ /nINIC- F c CuC

#¥ou must hollow the fiftieth wear, &nd
out the lanc to all its inhabitents; it
you, when each of you shall return

each of von sh=1l return to his

In ﬁre-e}.ilic ‘ﬂmes '
m-a ”



H'

~]4Z-

18-16,50, in the matier of re:"er‘*:‘ on (also 315""1“@3" to

gemption of slaves) the semeé etandard Sos J:'ia(‘.k.(?!'-l"'-"-ﬂs''ﬂ!‘ﬂ"j :

Bhe me" ter of the sevanth or "Hrniua}'*( 5)6'#3) vear (cf. Lev

26-27,20-07; p, 140f,), And 2 kinsmanN(l F_)‘) G Qmér B |

tion to rac  ansl-ved kinemen or his land (Lev. 25:26-31; efis |IJI

Ruth 4: Jor, :7FF, s RBzek, 11:15; Nehs «'.":3'8)’.‘.e 4 I
- I $91a cmaslca shont certein, specific portions of the .

produce 1»nd whieh il be reserved for the '"poor and :

needy" (o, ~, 141 -- Tr, £3:10,11; ILev, 25:ATENS 37:30), Firﬁt, -

there is the trienmisl tithe, orbiGENCEINS ')87'4’(/‘}(‘- 'D ﬂ 102/ |"
| pover des Sy frcs/ /°M‘9/ ')).-9/ »r -ofn.// _;)‘_/LJF _,|-
| (5’8'7m e /‘m' 96‘:/—69 ja‘)?’ pe/ 3/
’ “And the asinees he ’n s no property or heritase Wi‘th 33- o s
the resids 141, the orphan, and the wWidow, who are inyour o |

communiti, - ~ora snd eat their £ill, in oxder that the Loxd NN
J
t:h:r n"‘_c\.' e J es Ton i:r\ ever"r enmrﬁrise that yo‘t |;'. . \ ..-5:

14.2C., ef, Tt j"-'-O'F";) i In other wm, evary tm

his household, snd the Ievite (if tha &iﬂm
t0o ~rest to corry the tithe, then fmoney
but rather it is etored up in the Ier

* This TeviticAl Jubilee law wes
corpromise between & desgire to re
the Tand waes abeoclutely ina
‘the institution of ﬂriva e
De 126), Tor, as has '

) law was not pract
h have been menti




charitehle Timd for the relief of the landless and the desti-
tutt’E‘ AN tha degstitnte cshasll e""i;. Op t}‘is ti‘b‘hﬁ in thEiI‘ respec-

tive citise -+ suhliec Faasts provided from time to time by the
local suthorities, Or slse, the tithe +hus received wae coled

out to nasfe infivicusls. Thus, the needy wexre taken care of
gvery thir~ " sixth vear ih each gabbatical or seven-year rer-
fod: anc, rot considering whether tor not the law was practicable,
there v vhen the lend remeined fallow Ffoxr the

| poor, x4°

secicas <-ie irportant tithe, theresissthe Pno€, or

portion ¢ . ~-gne vhiecl the ovmer forgot to gather in., These .
(c;f‘ to he resarvad for the defenceless énd the destitute (73?.0 22
'un&:r(/pm F»fmn, pren xf D3ep 2y Wpde/ PIER 7 '37)

! L _ . hepvest in vour field, and forcet & sheaf in
the field, o rmet not ro hack to get iti itiis to go the resident
glien, the orphan, and the 1 A OW. s ee (Dbs 243 19, cf., Ex. 23:1@-11}. :

A similar initnetion ie carried forward by Leve 10:9-10: /’3'):-
C‘/')PI ~3— ")S'\ j?ﬁ W/ aram I(‘? ;'33 2)C -)*3-'\
/rg-[’m/og o/ Chya st /q,,r.,o/ A S

PO 7 Fr ‘D Y LAZC RO
"And whan yon reap the harvest of your la:ﬂdg you

-—WCL s .

field to the vary cormers, nor gather the
you muet not ~lean vour vineyerds bare,
of your vinerard; vou miet leave the

&llan, since

Eabylonis :‘*.r‘d_
om tithes. Or
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Thus, besices e tiennial YW DEyN, the 5)64’& aﬁa?
and the n:)e, tha noor were considered vith referen
Kinds of food; that is, the Daa C;ﬁr; and

on the éorners of ~ Tield, the gleanings of the harve
fallen friit o = vine ard), Nowever, even tlie poor M‘”
ghowld 1o ~eo-ed Tor - neighborts crops, They mist not be
avaricions, "oy me well ss the land-owners, must practice
| restraint, 94O PPST wn#are/ 7 f?:“f— :
| \naﬁ/w/ PYO ANpR Kewn 1D fan K 40§/
/97') u\A/’\ R Pdn A5 errn/
"fhen v« e ’-"L' hhor's vineyard, you may
of the pr : rmeh as you wish; but you must 'h@‘fr’ m
bazr, hen e enter arone vour neighbor's grain, Yﬁmm
some hesde 11T vour hand, but you must not put a sie
neichbor's ~rain (Dt, 23:25,26)," We may laushs

writers conld cee hoth sides of a cuestion —- “l’; .
LR

and the peassnt's, Thue, throushout these
B,E, enc finally culminating with the wo
Bigh, ethical and moral motivation,

| week snd meke their lot as tolersble as
3

The next subject which oece



Chapter IX

lendinz =nd the Protection of

+7s Tanh, 1:11: Zech, 14:21; Prov,
the Tebrews imi

vith all thed
of this trading, bean
testimony to the crest impetus it had
§2:8: Isa, 2:
Tow,
geanty th-t

I laborer's

' to be more !

¥ it back, On the cor , 28 new @ifficul '
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Pl
loan woulc ha conhled, The natural effect of ‘such

that the noor laolorer would have to work all hise :
effort to rarnee o Aebt vhich wes steadily mount.;hng«.w h
short be {ir oeition barely distinguishable: from slax

e resuli var s orcinence which forbade the changing of i ‘
ol
for loans to the ‘Y (Ex. 22:24 NS ARG EMCJ\ igfzd*raﬂ'ﬁ

/D_BJ /'fr /M/C-J! rr »€J2 )V.‘D*‘SM :c__‘:'

"I vou 1 r pechieik
not hehova ie - ereditor toward him; you must no‘l‘- Gh

interest, '), “ermmarde o any Israelite whm ‘had hwd@@-'%

poverishac (Iev, C£5:35-3

| I AN n/mn ~fre ony

cnse ot prIfak uur‘)'/_\/l“'
| Forc S AN Y 74 7cJP 7

b on of vours becomes Roor

of 2 resicant ~lien or a sers, £nd e IiVESE
P
interest fror him in money -~ 2eJ 52__

but stand in awe of vour God, Wh

You must not lend him your money &t
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yours, interest in money, f0od, or anythings
gxacted ss Intarset n loans to a foredismer you
Uerest, brt on to = fellovi-countryman you

Lo S Y S 3 ot -~ " i AX-
PE, 22:20-21a) Ths these pasgages indic

soedety o 4n "a rudimentary stage of COMmMEDCRLE:

therefore, intere
e ke ~ -
iy Mmaive commerd 2l sense,
intpicate finsncial system of a
i liesl wrilers are Very s
taking of interest, and to specify under wha
1€ he made., And so B in i

ipulates: /cR=F¥

Mﬁ'e n> S?Pr DNs/OD ,r-g_

qrc fran D ‘ATHe/ by
"TP vou bver tole amotherts cloek .

for his hodv, 'hat else coul
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J v . Sn
gpread ont besida every zltap! (Amos 2383 P' e

A?s/-fa y.S-n- G ): th=t ig that they merci

| pledra ( f—,, sl H €D LD PO/ PR
| et e : ~4 1- indisnsnsehls for & poor men's ?’?’W‘Eﬂéﬂ* '
o : . oo tha hand-mill is needed by him in order s
food, Further, the .cpeé:’bor-mﬁﬁ*_
not &hHn i wtenks.  Me paist nOU enfores them vaxati f'

JOob 2237 1:3), \nd S0, in addition to these limitat: 5
lydon wou o 5 eaup *'P*L"“or a Iosn of any sort, W‘; :
g0 into hi cen to tare his nledge; you mist wad
the man to ~hom voul are :‘*s:.}:in:«' the loan shall b

0‘..'1';'.-3 T-_""‘-‘;‘ i 0O V01l r“)‘-}. :.-:".:gln ll). chl

3rn QAP 16PY ﬁvrm-?-'}m

23/r9 (iprn -\ 7
oth ar wards s tha right of/sel

Pledge is to rem~in with the b

In fact, later, Ezekiel

ness one ytho treats the weak
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himge1+ he is richteous, and Shall surely 1L
7 A%

of the Iorc ~o° (Bzsk., 18:7a(a), Ba(a), 963 eLs <
I 172 (b), 17» (b)s 23:15)," (For verses which speal%

and jndee iecled verson, c¢f. Exelks 18-3123"(a?°f§=§ﬁ

| THe 1T -
|
| in nla=

7
To eat, ¢
men:r .

ust ze ° ~a1aminh) had shaken out before tham thﬂ

Earment, Y=o -~ nfd ghake out every an erEhiG

i llle o ) edatlWE

| the friiit o” his l--or who foes Dok I-:eea this m-am&n
,-\_ |
meke rectitition, In short, the nobles antt ﬁxﬁ.

I %0 Neharich, “~7 violatad the interest daws ﬁ’#' -

lev, 25:357,; ~n evidently Nehemish §till

bitions +o sueh =

extent that he dared &

act to tha contrary,

And Job, too,
'edn
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the innocan®, e +ho Aoes such!things will never be moved

| 15:5) 41 ,Jg-p/v: VoK f? /er WRIYNP/ Peur NI:)_A
| M o fncraogec his wealth by interest and usSURY, GETHSTS e
MM who o -inc to tha voor (Prove 22:2)." In DHEr WORdS;RECEOEs '

ing to th- - e mmeac, the man yho obeys and takes no interest i

£r0m the ~ooi ~-ima in walth: whereas, the rich men WHoldosSHOHHEEs

wise wil - 1pse his 1ll-~otten wealthitowtae bhan=volent

.ovar, Proverbs advises th‘ WPYY -2 4P

f&m/ P Jerare N3 -DeY - P°AD '37; e
v son. - . e -.a,(\-\ 2 suretv for your nei‘_hbor, have} ac eﬁ;

- ihis now, mv son, and free yourself....

(Prov, 31,7~ (=)33" wor,AGIP LA AIEL DT PIT= OV
B8 who beo et fop & stranzer will suffer for it; but he

& he o nladres himself, and becomes security ﬂn -’.__': e

neighbor (})_'._"0"_1" 17 :19). ' 'rhu&’ to mﬁ;e &'s'ﬁlf ..'--. e

sense

gence

o

not the most Aesirable thing ©o o0&
Towever, if one does hapuen to be in debt, '

year won mmst obsarve a rerdssion; and the o

mission is to be as Tollows: BVery o
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P e |

Some™ g2y that this _i)cjfe wrear was a time when
lender were held merelv in ahevance for a "reﬁfrg
a loar v=c ot to he avacted of = fellow-Israel
mintain +th=+ this seventh year actually ir@iie_& 8%:‘1 O

solute extinntion of 2ll pecuniary debts, and not & merse

= - --".-‘- --_'
£or that scveni wvaar, Tut, in any case, it 1S HOUIVERy

BUeh & dractic 1w
commmnitr, T a-a onld have to be effected an entire we:

ok the vwzols)

that he T s oora lest a base thousht enter

e seventh vear, the vear of renisSsiiony iSs :

meanly to vour nzedr conntrymen by not giving hi

mst rive to hir freelv: and you are not ToO

Jra'nd- “e o”(m. 15 2'?13'_-93. 2 108., lla) )

m

7

. -sif"" A DNIN AAD — D [/
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Chapter X
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