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* INTRODUCTION 

Among t he Israelites in Biblical times there were various classes 

of peo~le who , because of t heir peculia r status , had to be pDotected . 

Such persons as s l ave s , s trangers , women, orphans , unintent i ona l 

murderers, a n<l l ast but no t l ea st, t he poor , had to be rescued from 

the hands of the power:t'ul a nd the cruel . In order that the Israelite 

soc i ety mi ght be est abl i shed on as f irm a foundation as possible , its 

builders could not d i sregard the underprivileged , the uni'ortunat e , 

anr1 the affl icted . T;tre gap between upper and lower classes had to 

be f ill ed; ine qual i ties had t o be reduced t o a minimum. 'l1he cries of 

the op~ressed and the defenc eless had to be , at least, heard , and , i f 

poss ible , ansv1ered . In short, the l eaders in ancient Israel had to 

devise wa ys and mean s by which the weak could be protected from t he 

evil desi gns a nd capricious wh ims of the strong . 'l'he mighty had to 

be restrai ned in t he use of their power; the lovlly had to be helped 

a nd rai sed to a l eve l as equ al as po s sibme with their more fortunat e 

br ethren • 

.L'he great l awg ive r s , prophet s, and sages of the Old Testament 

attempted to do this very thing . 11'he ir workshop was the environment 

* Let it be understood tha t it is not the purpose of t his paper t o 
d iscuss in detail whether or not certain sections in certain books 
of the Bible a re orig ina l . Part I merely intends to give the r eader 
a n understanding of the literary and historical background of t he 
Bible -- material sufficient to prepare one for a dev elopmental 
view of the social leg i slation in the Bible . Question s of dates, 
authorship etc ., which themselves require life-long studies , will 
not be giv~n concentrated attention. However, such i tems will be 
considerea wherever poss ible , in order to accompli sh the a im ot this 
writer; that is , to give an appreciation of how ~he Bi ble considered 
the protection of the weak throughout its long h i story of gradua1 
development and composition. 
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in which they lived. The i r tools were the accomplishments and in

fluences of the past together with the moral passion and penetrat

ing insight which were the ir own possessions. 1'4aturally, as the :· 

years - the centuries - passed on and left their impress , this ethi

cal idea lism became more refined, scal e d ever greater heights, a nd 

each succeeding generation was the recipient of finer truths . Of 

course, the r e were periods of retrogression , of reaction , when t his 

momentum was upset for a while and selfishness and irrespons i ble 

power ga ined the ascendancy . Btit not for long . Progress could not 

be stopped ; the worl d had to go forward . And so, soon there arose 

others n ho c a rried on man's struggle for a better and a happier 

earthly existence . 

Such a developmental po int of view is clearly shown in the Bible 

Ylitb respect to its treatment of the weak . But in order that we 

may bet ter understand the progress Hiblical teachers made in their 

social i deal ism, it is necessary that we give such a survey ot.' the 

h istorical and literary background of the Old Testament whi ch will 

enable us to perceive more clearly why certain concepts and laws 

evolved in the way that they did . 'l'hus , our first task would be to 

describe the sources which wer e used in the composition of the He:xa

teuch . 



-3-

Chapter I -- * The Hexateuch 

'J.'he ;r and E Sources 

~hese documents a r e usually cal l ed the J ahwistic and El.ohistio 

narrative~ for , unl i ke the two other great documents, -- Deuteron~ 

and the Priestly Code -- they, for the most part, conta in very little 

law. Although the Book of the Covenant (Ex. 20: 23-23:33) is embedded 

in E, nevertheless J and E are, aside from thes e l aws, narrative 

collections . Thus , ;r and E , in this r e spect as well a s in content, 

are closely parallel to one another . 'l1hen , too , they have a common 

purpose ; tbat i s , they bo th intend to pr ove that U-od 's hand is in 

Israel' s history . Whatever happened was God ' s wS.11. And f'rom the 

creation to the death of 1v1oses : ( includi ng the open ing chapters of 

joshua ) , the vrriters of these two sources endeavoured to show that 

it was U-od ' s plan throughout t o establi sh Isr ael in Canaan. Natur

ally , there iaere circumstances that ret a rded the f ulfillment of this 

pur pose . But all these would be over come . 

In these sources are contained ve r y ol d or al t raditions, myths, 

historical , semi- h i stori cal and et iolog i cal s agas, and historical 

romances -- al l woven together i nto a unit by this common purpose • 

.t:ru.t , never thele ss , the two sources ca n be di s tinguished as being 

separat e l i terary units bef ore t hey were worked together with 

* Sources for mater ial i n chapter on t he Hexateuoh are: 
Dr. Blank's Bible VI notes 
International Critica l ~ommentary, 
pp. AXXIV - LXVii 
Encyclopedia Biblioa, II, pp. 1669 - 1677, on ~~ 
Cambridge .Bible, Exodus, pp. X - XIV; JXV:rt., 
En.eye. Bib., II, pp. 1440-1451, on Exodus. 
Enoyo. Bib., III, PP• 2776-2792, on Lev1t1e 
Camb. Bib., pp. :.&.It'. 1 on Lev. 
En.eye. Bib., pp. 343w-3449, on Hmllbfta. 
I.a.a •• PP• :un:-xa:n, on Numbers. 
Enoyo. Bib., pp. 107 .. 1093, OD 
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ious a r tistry . In any case , whether we cons i der them separatel y or 

combined , it i s very likely tha t many writers in several centuries 

contributed to the composit ion of J , E, and JE . Each may be cons i d

e red as having its own process o~ growth . In each there a re di sting

u i shing characteri stics . '1'hey a if fer , more o r l e ss , in theologi cal 

and eth ica l i dea s . J ' s God is more anthropomorphic than E ' s ; Eis 

more defini tely opposed t o i dolatry and ch ild-sacri 1'ice than J. More-

over , B i s more developed in i ts ethical and t heological i deas than 

J ; Eis on a higher cultural level than J . Therefore , it i s ver y 

l i kely that~ i s later than~ , a nd was written in an environment of 

=-~ore advonced culture t han J . 

It is to be noticed also that J has traditions that may be re

fered spec i f ically to the southern part of ~anaan cal l ed Judah ; wher e -

a s , ~ has traditions that ar e specifically nor thern in character. 

And if \'le also take into consideration differences i n the language 

and st~le of these two sources , we cannot but conclu de that the 

rtexateuch contains two distinct documents , written by two separ ate 

schools of authors v1ho lived in diff'erent environments ; that i s J 

was wri tten in the sou thern kingdom of Judah, and E in t he northern 

k ingdom of I srael . 

As for the <late of J and E, that is rather difficult to deter-

mine , inasmuch as each document shows signs of a l ong , continual 

development , s o tha t , at times, J and E seem to overlap one another 

chronologically . Secondary portions i n E and redact i ona l a dditions 

i n JE show the influ ence o r \TI'itten prophecy l ater than t he e ighth 

centur y B. C. Howev er, most critics agr ee t hat J is in the main less 

advanceo culturally and therefor e older t ha n E; in other words, the 

I.c.c., Deu t ., pp . AXXIV-LXXVii. 
Knoyc. Bib., pp . 2 600- 2609, on J oshua. 
Dicti onary of the Bible , Has t i ngs - pp. 779-788, on doshua. 
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older parts of J are earlier t han the ol der par t s of ~ . Therefore, 

a l t hough J a nd E have por tions t hat ,·,1ere wri tten even as late as 

e arly post - exilic time s (there a re section s i n uenesis which origi

nate \"Tith ueutero- Isa i ah ) , nevertheles s both a re , in the main, be

fore Deuteronomy (621 B. C.) , J being pl aced in the nin-ch c entury and 

~ i n the eighth -- both i nf luenced by t he prophetic movement of the 

n i nth centur y and someY.Jhat a f' f e cted by the i d.eas of the eighth cen-

t ury prophe t s . i.1or eover , the s e wri t ings were written i n t imes of 

prosperi t y , opt imism, a n d nat iona l security , t hu s stimulat i ng liter

ary a ctiv i t y . Pr oba bly the r e i gn of' Jer eboam. II (?83 - ?43 b . C.) was 

such a time f or t he composit ion of ~ ; p :i;-9bably the e arlier port i ons 
fJ;.· ~ ....... ~ 

of J v1e r e wr i t ten a t su ch a time v1hen t h e United Ki ngdom was estab-

lis ned (c . 950 B. C. -- cf . Gen . 37: 8 ; Dt . 33 : ?) or when J ehoshaphat 

r uled {i n t he mi ddl e of the ninth cent ury) . At a ny rate , it is al

most certa in that Amos (2 : 9 ) and hosea (12 : 4 , 5 , 13f . ) (c . 750 B. C.) 

knew of J and E , a l though J and E have no references t o these e i ght h 

century prophets . And so , the t erminus a guo for J and E may be said 

t o be a r oun d 950 ti . C. a n d t he ir t ermi nu s ad gu em may be estimate d at 

750 B . G. These a re ·two approximate dates to l imit the era when the 

c ompos i t i on of J a nd E took place . 

The f act tha t repea tedly J and E r efer to t he a l t b:s ana sacri

f ice s as being made a t a ny place (Gen. 12:7f .; 13: 4 , 18 ; 22:9; 31:13; 

46 : 1) , contr ary t o t he Deuter onomic injunction t o destroy these local 

s hrines a nd establish a central s anctuary i n the pl ace of uod's choice 

(on Mt . Zi on i n J e rusa l em -- cf . Dt . 12 : 2ff.), l ea<Sus to believe 

that these two sour ces we r e wri t t en before 621 .tl.C., the aooep1ied 

t or veuteronomy (cf . 2K. 22 ). And s i noe we gave the 

as the approximat e termi nus ad quem f or J and E, 
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tha ta reda ctor (RJE ), be tween ? 50 and 621 b.C. , weaved these two 

documents i nto one unified whole , and , a t the same t ime, omitted 

ce r t a in sentences , a dde d s ome or h is own, fi l led. in gaps, and smooth

e d out cont r a dict i ons . ~ince even the ~ writers probably wer e in

f l uence a a~t er ?22 ti . C. by the Judaean environment, RJE (one writer 

or a group 0 1· wri ter s) follm·1ed , to a grea t extent, J , if there would 

ari s e a quest ion of cho i ce or mate r i a l . I:f RJE liked t he material 

i n ooth , he \'/ould v1eave in both . Or , if there \'/ere contradictions , 

* he woul d ha r mon i ze the t wo sources by gl osses . 

It mu st be noted at t h i s ·t ime tha t there are two groups of laws 

olaer than t he u and E na r r a tives -- l aws wh ich we re incorporated in

to oo t h source s . Exodus 34: 18- 26 , the o16est code of Hebrew laws, 

IllClY oe ca l lea J 's deca l ogue , or t he old.er counterpart t o the aeca

loe ue i n .i:.:x . 20 :1-1? , ~ ' s lega l contribution~ and t he introauction 

t o the book of the Gove nant , Ex . 21 - 23 ). Just as .l!:x . 34 was incor-

por a ted i nto the J narra tive, so .l!:x . 20:1- 1? was ·woven into the ..l!.: 

patter n . Alld , even l a t er, probabl y t he LJeuteronomic editors (R1> ) 

t ook Ex . 34, .ex . 20 : 1 - 1?, and ~x . 20 : 23- 23:19 , and placerl then in 

t h e ir pr e s ent po s i t i on . 

'.L'he laws in ~x . 34: 18- 26 a r e of a ritual nature . They go back 

a s early as -che un i ted Kingdom (from a bout 1000 jj.C . ) . 'l'hey are 

the count erparts of t he l aws in Ex . 20- 23 . ~hese latter laws have 

a hi gher e -chical t one . Unlike the cruder , pastoral civilization 

Vlhich influenced the Judaean wr i t ers or Lx . 34, the ..l!.: writ ers of 

.l!:x . 20- 23 who J. i ved in Northern Israel evolved laws v1hich were oom

pa t ibl e vlith a !.lor e complex civiliza tion -- a civilization which, 

of neces s ity, demanded more attent ion for its poor and greater jus-

* There are secondary and tertiary forms of J and E and redaotorial 
additions to JE which date down to early post- exilio times. But 
it is impossible , nor i s it the scope of this paper, to discuss 
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t ice for its dependents . 'l1hey were assumed by Amos and Hosea in their 

addresses to the mi ghty ones of ~orthern Israel . They are laws ror 

a society rapidly developing f rom simple pastor a l conditions to the 

conplexities of set tled , a g ricultural life . 'l'hey appear expanded a nd 

more developed in Dt . 5 , a nd minutely defined in the Priestly eode . 

Thus , these t wo g roups of p r imi tives laws hav e a g rovrth ranging f'rom 

about 1000 B. C. to about 750 B. C. :from the era of the United King-

c'iom (and probably earlier ) to the times of Amos and Hosea . This 

coincides npproximntely \Vith the chronolog ical limits given for the 

devolopnent of tho J and E narratives , exclusive of JE's redaction . 

DEUTERONOT Y 

J-·avino; c"'iscusseci JE and having g iven the -,eriod for its redac-

ir~ ortant sonrce •ts~c -~or the com")osit:i.on of' the :·exateuch. This is 

t· e ~001 • o"" DeutPronor;r, in nhic1: :i.s contai ned the P'reat l a\'1 code o'f 

Dt. 12- 2 <=' . f"'Tl.ie T i tine- o:f tl-ds book vtas a.e1')endent on and later t han 

t.'lZ . It is the res11lt o:f ti--ose T)rol')hetic l')reachers (esDecially, the 

ei~·11t c <:nttF' '' nronhets ) and write rs who f lourished before this c-reat 

rocnP'lent \'TaS f'onn<1 by n iJJ-:iah i n t h e Tenple at the time of: .Tosiah 

(S2P- S09 ) 1:5.n-:r of tTudah (2K. 22), in t h e year 621 B. c . Ther efore, 
> 

it y:as vrritten either i n the reio-n of ~~anasseh, (600- 641), ,Tosiah's 

predecessor or i n the earl;r :rears of' t-Tosiah ' s rein"n. In either case, 

i t Y.ras a T)rotest arrai nst nmasseh ' s i0olatrou s reaction~t~ Hezekiah's 

(724- 6qn ) nroaress ive ref'orms . Thus , i'1 order that the mora1 con

victions min-h t be r1ore effective in the lives of the peop1e they 

to be t r anslatea into stringent laws which had to be obe7ed. 

such additional material in ~etail. 



r ei,..,.n of' t.Tosiah v1as ·)ronitious ~or such moral and noliticaJ. action. 

The ncn1terononr.r v1riter or v1riters foJ_ lov1ed the olfl custom of 

a scribinc:.- their ''.'Or1< to some crree.t "1ersonage like r oc es , \'/ho b elieved 

in va.h,1eh as trie _onlv '7on. Ther e :fore, snc"b a d e:i.ty rer!tdrec only one 

ch·!ell inc-- 'Olac e or sanctna ry; that :i.s t he Te Pf.>l e in Jerusalem I' 1 l'" fl) 

") A p • -, et( . The other laws are adjustments anc1 corollaries 

to tl-1i~ ce:-:-tr al "'lr:incinle of' D. As a result the local sanctuaries, 

:.:' ic'i ,T c:_"Y}rl 'E seem to have ta.!cen f or p-r('!nted, ·Here to be abolished 

(Dt . 12 : 2 - 4f' . ), ana -i.11 f estive.ls 1.1ere to b e a elehrated, and sac -

ri""'ices 0_,...~erer1 in the c entr al sanc tuarv on r.:t . Zion i n Jer usaleJ11 

('")t • .:i: ... : -=- ; 14 : 22- 2° : J.S : 19 - 20 ; J.6 : 1 - n; 26 ) . Fowever, in time , 

certain aa..;nstfl'.erts · ·ere necessary to such a d i fficult law, vrhich re-

quiT"e( t"'ose ~ro:- several r•iles distant to ful f ill their relirious 

t1'ties in <Tei usalem. 'T'}-'lerefore, in Dt . 1 2 : 13, 14, 2 0 - 22 , meat could 

be e~. ter e.s fooo il"'I one ' s O\m ~ates, not a s a n o:f'ferino- bnt as a.n 

a·1iT"AJ. c ~u.-'1t in t'1e hunt. The mi nisters o'f t h e local shrines 1 the 

Ievit.es, conld c or:ie to tre sanctuar~· i n .Terusalem anc receive an 

ec nal s '"' "' re ··i. t~ t h e '1riests of t he c entral shrine in the offerinp:s 

(1° : r-;_oa); ana as a:rother attemnt at equality in t h e "1riesthood, 

neither the uriests nor the Levites could 'Oossess a ny !'.)roperty o:f their 

O\'iY'l (1 o, : 1 ) . The local courts were not t o be abolished, but a d if'f'

icul t ce.se was r eferrer to Jerusalem(l6 : 18; 17: 8 -13 ) . One other in

stance o-£ n:odi :fication as an adantation to the times was in the law 

re~ar0 iJ1E the cities of' refuge . In Dt. 19 : l - 1 3 , the provision is 

made tha t ''hen the botmdaries o:f the land will be extended and the 

d istance bec omes too g reat to qo to the three ori~inal cities 

fUP-e, t hree other cities should be added where the innocent 
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r1'.a:v flee . It i s probabl e that such mod i:fications a s noted above were 

adc ed subsequent t o 6 21 ~. c . 

r-ore over , s ue 11 an i <'l ea as kee i:>i np- the lanr1 r itual l y "Jure ana free 

:froM abominable , non- Va h,·:istic ~ractic es (13 : 2 - 19; 1 4 : lf'f'; 18: 9-22; 

22 : c;ff' 0 ) (n r a ctic es p revalent in the loc a l sanctuar ies) v1as also 

"':lr ob"lolir a later ~ra i tion to tl"'e kernel of D, vo i ntinq- i n t he d irec

t i on o-f' t11 e rrr eat Pr iestly Code ( P) . For , i f Yahweh were supposed to 

riwel _ i n the rni dst of' I srael, a'1d if' t h ere wer e any i mpurity in t h e 

lanr, then "al1'eh \''oulr be f orced t o leave h i s people to thei r unclean 

Y 1e•·s . Theref'o-re , the in~innc ti on , 

(cf . 22 : 21, 24) . 

Thns, r~oral Mr reli,.,. ious reforma tion in Isr ael , b e P-un by Fez

et.J:i:>li (2K. l q : ~, 22 ; 21 : 3 ) and culminatiI\~ in Josi ah ' s reipP-, be~in 

to t;·ke on ;1 more c'l e:finitely '!')ries tly char a c ter. However, let us not 

:forr-et t"tet nnc~ of' this v:as nrobabl ;r evoJ.v ea after 621, and that 

t he l~ernel t '- e !'1?1. in nu rnose - - of' D was the moral and s niritua l re-

aeneration o~ the ~e oule -- t hat in such a t ask , in t h e framing of 

their '"ork, t h e v1ri t ers of D were insi:>ired by t he y>rophetical narratives 

of' J a nd E a nd t he utterances of' men lik e 3lijah, Amos , Hosea, and 

Isaiah . Anc'"'- the ineas in Deu teronomy, in turn, inf'luenceA J eremiah, 

Ez ek iel, anc:i Second Isa i ah. In t he estimates of' the characters of the 

k i n.gs of Israe l and ,Judah con t a ined in the book of Kings and in renex.:. 

i on s on national histor:r !)resented therein, the influence of Deute~ 

onom;'' i s rather evident . So, t oo , does this obtain in certain Pr&.7-

ers; f or exanmle, those ~ound i n Neb. 1: 5-11; 9 : 6ff'; nan. 9s 

and in t h e editin~ of Joshua , Judges, and Samuel. 
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BUt Hhat is more nert inent to our s ub j ect is the influence 

Deuteronom;v rec e ived fro~ the n r e -exilic nronhets in the matter of' 

s ocial l e("'j'islation. Suer humanitari an l aws a re t hose \'!hich n rovide 

ca re for the stra110"er , the ort>han , and t he \':icow (J_4: 20; 24 : 17 ), 

for the Levite (4 : 27 ; 12 : 15 ), the f're ein~ of s l aves (15 : 12-18), 

1)rotection of' \'1omen (22 : 14 f':f . ), s ecurity a.c-ainst usurious interest 

( 23 : 21), Pnd kin<" ness to "1nirrials (22 : 1 - 4 ) . nut more of this l a ter. 

:t c !')., be s~'"id no,; , ho,··ev e r , that many of these lavrs are deirel-

onments of' laws f'onnr- in the :3001< of the r::ovenant. In f'act , almost 

tuo- thirds of' the Book of the Covenant hav e Dar ra1lels in D. \'le 

h"'ve 0711" to coi "Jare ro\! fest iva l s are obs erved in Ex. 23 : 14-lqa (a t 

)_oc<~ l SPT'i"'es) \··it'1 t re rrianner of' the i r observanc e i n Dt . 16 (at t h e 

c e;"ltr al s· nc tuary) or tl-\e t r eatment of: Bebrew slaves in Ex . 21: 2 - 11 

contraste<'l · :i th sentiments sounned in JJ'c . 15 : 12-18 , t o realize that 

D rac1. aronte r e-.11<" ac'l.anted a O" OO("' nor tion of the le~islation of t he 

'100!: o-:" tl'e ':!ovenant . 'I'Pus , we c a n s a y th? t D ,·;as influenced by the 

'J o--.,hetic !:>.l. a~d lei:ral heritage wh :i.ch deve lO!)ed before its time . And 

i n t!: i s u;;.v it may b e already s een t ha t D occup ies a chronological 

T>osi ti on bet\·ree:r- J , "S , C (~ook of t h e Covenant), and H (Holiness 

Code ) , P (Pri e s t l y Code), always bearinp; in mine that throughout the 

Hexateuc:. and i n other b ook s (such as JudP:es, Samuel, and Kings) 

there is the hand of ?.n ea rl>' T>ost- exilic redactor \Tho moc ified the 

,,-:ork s of those be:fore him f rom a Deuteronomic '!")Oint of view. (Such 

a.n e d i t or is usually c a lled Rn). 

The _Priestlv and fToliness Codes 

I:i treatin?~ the sonrces to the F'exateuch , there 

other imp ortant documents , written at a time subsequent to 
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Deuteron omy. These a r e t.he Priestlv aTld Holiness law codes , written 

b~r a \lriter or \'lriters uhose snec i:f.ic nhilG.sophy u ervades the entire 

Fexate uch -- '.'!h o hav e reshaDed the Hexateuch , containinP- t he sources 

.:lreaav <lisc nssed , a ccoroin(')· to their ovm i d eas of' history. 

'he -:>ur "')oses of t11e Pries tly \Vr iters y1ere manv. Probably t heir 

•)rirnar:v ? i m \'1as to teach didactically. Even the narratives of P 

lead u,., to statements o:f cer tain laws or to the establishment of' 

cert .... in inst itnt:i.ons . '""'or insta nce, P ' s a cc ount of creat ion had in 

vie,·· t • ~ esta~)lishm~nt o'f: t1..,e Sab'lath , t he story of Abr aham's cir-

c11ri~ isio11 o-"' his son I s a"' c led to the nromulaation of such a pr ac-

tice, t""e -=tccon:nt of' (..T::icob ' s strr1,c-gles YTith Es au nrovided a basis 

f o!" l "'\"S a r< inst ."orei1·"n mar:riaP-es , the Passover is the culnination 

of t · e Exoc ns st,o,.,..., , the Korahi te re~ellion in }·rum. 16 is tol <1 in 

ore e r to n:u s t i:f,· tli e Driestl v nrer opativ es of Aaron and h is descen-

a J"lts . 

Si:"lce it ·as the ; 11r,ose of' P to i nstr uct the ueople, t h rouP-h 

stories, thc-.t cert'lin uractices T··ere to b e ob served , a further rea-

so:ri l~aa to be c-iven to convin c e t h e ·)eonle of t heir cuties. This 

·:·2s cone ry s•-.o .. i no- , thron ·h long , c a ref'ully devised f""enealor:ies, 

t'ba t Israel is a /''JS>;;;, V'loflfx a k i ngdom o:f.' !>riests -- that 
• 

thev coulc .iustifiab l y b oast of' their or descent from an 

e:<clusive s tock ')articularl y attach ed to Yahweh. Thus, in dealing 

with the ;:·il c-:erness ::>eriod , P c6nce5.ves God as dwelling in the midat 

of Israe l and t~ e tribes enc arrped round about his dwelling n1ace, 

the Tabernac le . This i dea leads to the institution of the sing1e 

c entr a l sanctuary introduced by D a nd alread~r taken 
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''1v~ref'ore , "' d i stinct ion is introdnced 0:r P bet\'leen the Cohanim 

or Priests o'f the c entrn.l s F.nc tnary in <Jerusalem and thei:c meni a l 

assistents, t he Levites , 1 11 o nseci to 1 .inister i n t h e local shri nes. 

There i.:. one other cr'ar~ cteristic of P , and ttiis is thet in 

c"esc r i )in~ t'H~ va rious lav1s intimated in n revious sources , it 

rievelons tl,em in mucl1 P-reater ~ et~ il . In fac t , throuP.:hout P there 

is ~n esser.tia : unity, "'~r th is cons ists of' its ueaa~tic , formal, 

ler·<l , · -.,<" i '1Sti tntion~l t.one . ivery-thino- P d oes is ci.cconn.,_ ishec 

o;- c-. c"e .. ''inj.t,,e cche;1e or :.:'orr-ul a : .n c it is v t:>.ry careful to cc:.rr:v 

ol~t its o l '"' n to t"' ~ n i 11utest C' et'-' il. Such :pedrmt ic thorouP-hne ss 

~ ·~( -~orn- lism '"'re avi<"el"lt i n !-"' ' s 1"'1.rratives ' e enealor·ies ' dates ' 

G ~u 
thou ·'1 P (or P 7

, denotin.:; the k ernel of' P ),.. such 

essenti"' l n•1it,y , n~vertl1eless ,.rithin itself it is comnosite . For 

e:~arr: )le , to· a r ds ·,.; e el"lc" o:f the h oo.< of ~odus , I ·oses orders the 

Taoer~~cle set up and d e0icated, and Aaron and his sons clothed an d 

cons ecrated. One woul d think , then, that t he book o :f Leviticus 

· ·oul d be~ in r:i th the c arrying out of t hese or der s . But no such 

things occurs . Instead, the -irst seven chapters ~re devoted to a 

r'1escri1t.j.on of' the v c rious sacrif ices; this sect ion i s ca llea the 

Priestli· ,.,orar section ( P!), bec ause the i:ord , Torah, is used for 

tfie la\iS re1~_t ini:r to such sacri:f'ices . Cha::>ters 11- 15 of Leviticus 

are ?.l o of the sa~e ch -:.racter (PT) . Thus, i t seems that Lev., 1-7, 

11- 15 once hao e.n :i.nden enf.ent exi s tence, and were ins erted among 

cha".>ters P-10, 1a. . For thes e latter chapt ers a r e ?. direct 

tion o~ ~. 40 ana 

odus closes . 
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There nre ottier nortim.1s • ·hich cnn be distinr.uished :from the 

rest of' P c-n0 ' 'r ich forrr. , more or less , a mit . Irost Jr ominent 

""- ono· these "'re cl,anters l?- 26 of Leviticus, c a lled the T"oline s s 

Coc'le o 'i're le,.....islation in t!,is Co0e is i n a i'orm earlier in a.e -
~ 

velo~rent than P~ . It consists of earli er ~aterial i ncorn orate d 

~nc~ re• · :or1 er, 11y the writer o-=: PG i n bis c~ocument . l<'or insta11ce, 

,. __ e·~eas ir ...... entPronoJ"l'r -there i s no (istinction bet···een .,..,riests and 

Levi tes , t1'e 1·-·:y, o"'.' I' :i.s eviaent i n L.ev . 17 : 2; 21 : 21, \''°l'8re the 

;;e~cerflarits of Ae.ron seer to be a ·1riest l:v clc=iss s et a")art from tre 

ot·· ~;:- Ysr?elites. P.21( :i;n -Szekiel 4-" th e Levites a re 0ertr ader fnr-

"', er ·r o ~ere r:ien i als i n tre ,..,ernle service, inferior to tre Zado-

1. i tes ~ t''c r:.ests or r- ons of Ae.ron . 
Po<.~s 

Tl-us , ~zekiel too , in tDe 
" 

r17.rec-' io"": o·r P, ·:·'here the n rocess i s colTI!?letea and tre disti nc t ion 

11et":ee:1 t e -.,... iest 211r1 J.evite is renresente<'l ~s c=;n established 

: os"' ic instit1ltion, :i''ixea. ~.nf settled fror· the r eo-inn inn-s of Isrc>el

i t :i.sr --i story. "':'his is the lesson f rom the Korahi te rebellion i n 

~ ... ,1r.~. ie::. . ""r's , \'le 1·ave ::-.n 8)~crT'/le of' P nsiT"'" V to its O\''n advantage 

Since this introc1uc'tion merely intenas to introduce the re?.der 

into a oevelo9me1•t of tre historical and literar~r ba c kP:rotmd of the 

\'Ti·;:_ te!'! 

such evi<'lence seerrs suff ici to conc lude that !T was nrobab1y 

G Pt a tir1e betv1een D (621 ) and P (c . fiOO B.C., according to 

r.c .c. , Yumbers , pp . XXIX- XXXIX). ,Jnst a s pG reworked much of the 

rexa teuch vr:i t }-1 the various sour ces a lready rtiscussed beforrthe ... 
r.-ritt e r , s o too die PG r eYror k R so the.t it too was ready for redaot-

ion b~r RP ( or :qJEDP) in late post- ex ilic 

c entury 'l. r. . ) . 
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Che.;>ter II 

Jua~es, __ Samue l , Kinr--s, a.n d Chroni_cles* 

Paviw fl isc ns s ed tre son.rces of' t rie rexat euch in order th.A.t 

our su~ ;ec t r~a:v be bet t e r unflers tooc'l :"'roP a. aevelonmentP~l noint of' 

vi e\· , j_t, i P ,,ec essarv thr- t v:e kn oi:1 s oJTleth i ng a ")out the manner in 

\·r ich the h istoric~ l b ookf' of the 5 i ole ' 'ere corrroosed. 

"?-e hool: o.,.. c.Tufl,.,..es covers tre perioo of t h e invasion of 

P2 J.es~i;1e b-.: t he va rious r e brew tribe s , its con~uest an<~ settler.ent, 

'-'1-i~ ir:fln..:.ince o-r .; ?nPlani te, :a'"' l civil iza tion trr:>on Yah'1:isrr , antj tfie 

str •· .-·--1e oJ" · el::>raic, r' eT"'ocra i c cul tl' "'r'e to r:ia int r-.i n i tse1f aC"ai nst 

1 ' e~.t eri i s aristocr·c;.c~ro ..-rr>P. v~r i ous n::>.r:ratives concernir..r th is 

n erj ofl ·~ e cull ed from locc. l tra.c i t i ons c=1nc"l nopula r t ri les, tra ns-

ITli ttef o r".:! llv., Tha n rose 2na p oetry ve rsions of Deborah ' s exploits 

i ·". ,- u0 . ~r=:. -- ive evi denc e to the f'a c t tra:t su ch a narrative v'as '?ro-

· .... ::o')l7 <"e r i vec'l ::'r oM a \'1ork live t r e ·3ook of Jashar or the '3ook o:f the 

··,«- r s o_,... ., .Ph\·1eh ( c T' . 2 8 . 1: l R ; l\Tum. 21: 14) . These v er;r old s ources 
~ 

"' nd ~T anfl S str.rros of na r -·ci.tive s v1ere n oven too-eth~r b;" a redA.ctor 

* 

int o a ryre- Denteronomic "'qook o f' cTucaes; and , in tur n , "P is ed-

Cal'.1."lJridP'e "li ble, .Turp,"es, p~ . XIII- XXIV. 
Erlcyclop eciia ""3i blica , cTndp,es, pp . 2633-2642 . 
Internationa l ~ritica.l Comentary, Sa l!Ule l , pp . X'!-XXI.X. 
Enc;rc 0 ~ib . , .I<'incts, pp. 2664- 2671 . 
Ca mb . , Kini::rs, np . XVIII- XXIII . 
Enc~rc. ~ib . , Chronic les , :=m . 763-7729 XXVIII -XXXI. 
r . c.c. , Chronicles, np. 2£f. 
( 'Tlhese a r e t 11e sources for this chaTJter~. 
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itorial vork '.'as c ontinned h:r trose ~ Me i:riters ··ho srP.ned the 

rexateuch into its riresent f orn (~, RP) . 

The two books of' Samuel , conta i n ino- tre histories of Samuel, 

Saul, ap<l J)..1vi~, a re cornnosed of several narrr:ttives \'TOVen together; 

a~0 tre ha nns of those ure- exilic a ne uost-exilic redactors men-

ti one0 i n connection \'ii th t h e ,,rev ions b ooks of' t h e Bi ble , are 

evi -ent throuC"'"hout . -Tevertreless , t\'/o ~in s t r ands are esnecia.lly 

co"1s ..... icl10•1s to t'1e critica l reader. They rr.ay b e <1esiOT1ated as t h e 

Samu.e l and Saul * narratives. The Saul account is older and nrobably 

f'o 1"mS the r·rounr - '.'Ol"'Jr ' with s tories of Gi a eon, ,Tenhthe.h, SaMson based 

o·"'l the '001
r o..c> ,Tnc'k·es . The Sarr1uel 0ocument, on the other hand, is in 

1:i"1e --itri trie redactor o:f' ... TudP-es who emborie0 the Deuteronornistic 

theOT""'' o·'"' hist.orv into the f ramework of .. Tud~:e s . Indeed it seerr.s tha t 

the Sn1l 'Lnr'l s :--r:uel sonrces a re each '1")art of a lar~er, unt~noYm his-

tor~r . Sncr \:"\s the manner in which ·t.he books of Judges and Sar;:uel 

Tl"e ,\.'O books of' Kinrrs inclnne the pe riod from the la.st days of 

David , Solomon ' s rei~n, to t he last kin~s of J udah. The las t event 

occurs in 5~1 ~. c . v ith t h e freei~a of Jehoiachin, Zedeki ah ' s ne~hew 

anr p redecessor, by Evil- Feroclach of 3a.bylon, after Jehoiachin had 

been i l1 a °1<"'bylonian nrison :f'or 3? yea.rs. Therefore, Ki ngs could not 

* Accor d ina to r .c.c. , Samuel, nu. XV- XXIX, the contents of the Sanue1 
c'l ocuMent are : 

l S. l; 3; 4; 7 : 3 - 17 ; 8; 10 : 17-25 , 12; 15; 16: l-l3i 17f 
23: 1° - 24 : 26; lR : 1-~ , 14- 16, 17-18 ; 18 : 30-19 : 7, 8-lOt l8~24J 211 
11-1~; 22 : 3 - B; 28; 31; 23 : 11-18 (? -- later interpolation)f 28• 
7; 8 : 16- 18 . 
The contents of the Saul document are: 

l S. 9 : 1- 10 : 16 ; 11; 13: 2-14: 52• 16: l4-23J 181 
20- 29a; l~ : 11- 17 ; 21: 2-10 ; 22 : 1, 2 , 6-23; 26, 231 1-llJ 2& 
29- 30; 2s. i; 2 - 4; 9- 20. 
18 . 5 : 1-7 : 1 is embodied i n the Samuel d ocument from a 8!1 
lost to ns . 
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have been COJTI!)ile c'l before .'161, a l tho\1ah not mu.ch later than this 

c'1at e. F'or soon aft e r, the n riestly movement was o-ainino· so nruch 

ir.omentrn11 th?.t the T)e\iteronomist ic outlook on Isra eli t i sh h istor;r 

···c: s soo'I'"' to be -::>usred. into t~ 1 e he.c kP'r Olmd . And since it h a.s been 

i,..,tir:l~te0 1)efore (in connec tion v;i th th e anc:1 l ys is of D) that the 

conroilers of' Yings \'!e re n ro:f.'ouncU:v i n:fl u enc ec'l by Deuteronol'lzy' , Vo/e 

r-:ust c"ate the c onmilation of Y.:inO'S not much l a ter than f'61 3 . C. 

:-0,·1 , in Kin.gs there e re usue.1 ,:r briei' anneals a t the end of 

!"f',ch kin("'!' ' s rei,.·n . ~cluc'l in2: those chanters concerninr; Solomon' s 

rei ..... n (1K. 3 - l J. ) whic~- '!ere -::>robablv bRsea on the "Book of the Acts 

o-r- 8o1o~on " lT'entio1,ed in l K. 11 : 41 , the se snmmaries were derived 

"'ro:- rr ~-.e ..... ook o-"' the CPronicles of' t he ¥i n.O"s o:f Israel (or" of 

t.Tuclah) " (cf' . 2K. l fi : l,2, f' - 7), A.nc'i wer e vTritten i n the style of 

zru1:=1J.s ( l K .. 14 : 21-1~ : 34 ; 2K. 23 : 31-25 : 7) . Such sections for med 

the "<>r<?r-e\.'Or 1< O::' the histories . Powever , ther e &.re p ortions •:;here 

no s1·ch 211eals to chronicles a re made (lK. 17 : l; 22 : 2? ; 2K. 18 : 

17- J.C) : 34) . I n suc'1 c a ses narratives or O'roun s of narratives are 

inserted . 

7'nere <~re s till other sections in t he style of Deuteronomy 

and froJ""I D' s sta n<'l.Doint . Some nass j udgment on the conduct o-r kings 

(especiallv, wh ether or not t h ey have f'ollowed Yahwistic worship 

in a sinp·le, cen tral s ?.nc tuar:v at <Terusa.lem); others tra ce the con

nec tion betv1een the sins of the people and the cal.amities which have 

l S . 2: 1 - 11, Pa nnah ' s Psalm, is a.n independent composition, p robab'l1' 
from a collec t ion like our book of Psalms , and inserted in the text 
l a ter . l S . 2 : 12-17 , 22- 26 , 27-36 a re verses which the author or 
Sarr:uel d ocument took from an earlier source and weave d into a 1~ 
S?.rr:uel . 2 : l R- 21 , 26 we r e inserted into the Samuel account wbe:r;a 
l atter ,.,as comnletea.. 18. 13: 8-lf'a is a J.ate insertion by aa 
or scri1)e to whom Saul • s rejection came too late. It was 
the Saul account before the Samuel document was written_ 
e. sn1'1mary , is nrobabl~r a later insertion. There are V8X'f 
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b ef a l l en therr ; \'bile still other s recor<'i in 0 e t a i l r~atters relatin;r 

to 'l:'ernple 'l.'!Orsl' i p . 'i1hen , t o o , i n orc1er to emnh asize D' s nronheticeJ. 

i 1J1:1ort , c erta i n S'?ec i al incidents v1hich c<llea ~ orth "".lronhetic act-

i vi t:v, c:ore ne.rratea ;:-t length (c f . lK. 1 3 : 1 - 32; 14 : 1 -18 ; 1 8 : l - 4 n ) . 

ut in '111 these instances , i..he r.oti ve oi' tr.e ::>utr.or of' Ki np,s is to 

f'nrther n ' s n~:-1 in ~')r inciDle o:f. v1orshi Ppi np; on l y a t a sin ·J.e , central 

s-nc tnar-- :i.-, .. Teruse l el"l (lK. l f : 14 ; 22 : 43 ; 2 K. 17 : 7 - i- 3 ) (a lso lK. 

The oth~r h ist oricnl ) i blical ')Qok i s Chronicles (1 an6. 2 ). 

O:ri"·inrllv , \.hia b ook cons isted of t 11ose ch ant ers f'r om 1 Chr. 1: 1 to 

::rel1 . 13 : 3 1 <:"n,- incltH~ea the sinp·le ' ·ork , Ezra- r.reh emiah . This unity 

;;as bro'·en · ' e~ Ezr a - :Teher.:i a1" was ecmitt ed into the Canon f irst , be-

c \..use it corcltit-e d t he histor~r of I s r a e l fr om Sa muel and Kings; \'!h i le 

";11ronicle s sn~....,lenentecl much of the mat eri?,l i n Samuel ancl Kings . 

Crronicles , 'Titten lat e r t han Y.ing s, c on-(.inued Vebrew h istory 

i:.o t!:e sec o· r., --:.sit o""' :·ehemia:- to J"erl~.saJ.em i n 432 3 . C. In t h e 

gene c: loc:·,- o ..:.' hi.fh ?ri est s i t '·ent a s f a r a s J aa.dua (Neh. 12 : 11), 

conter:vore.r y o-:: Alexander t he ·Grea t (c. 330 .a.e.). Thus Chronicles 

y·as r:r i tten ab out 300 B. c . 

The Chronicler' s i nterest a re more i n iliine with P; that is, in 

mat t ers p e rta i n i ng to relig ious worshi p . Vlhereas , the author of 

Ki ng? ap p ealed to t h e Deuteronomic or p r e -Deuteronondc (prophetic) 

i n Samuel. lS. 20- 21: l is a f r a?"ment f rom :-:n altoP:ether different 
s ource. 2S. 6 conta ins matter common to both the Saul and Sanue1· 
a ocn:rients . There is a n a i">pendix to the two hooks of Samuel in 2s. 
21 - 24 . 
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stratwn o:f the --8xateuch . 'I'he Chronicler tPkes a v iei:moint mor e 

:.:"'avorable to sontl-.ern , .... u<'la'., th~n to northern Isr ael ; whereas, the 

author of Yin~s consic'lers 1°'ot> sections, alt,hou,....h he sometines 

~.p·)ears t o 1Je R.n orthonox ,Tudaean , j_n:fluenced to a o-reat extent by 

Denteronowr. 

\s in-cir:-te0 oe:f'o'r"'e, tl1e ':hronicler se"':--s to be o-f: t.1e s ch ool 

o'"' P . He ,.,_o ·i?ies t~e c--reat cleeds o:f' t"'le nast, and nasses over 

the {:i_st"st . .3 "'nl e'"'l iS O es . Since he is ;m ar,herent to the p i nter-

'"'ret· d.on o"" h ist o:rv, the Chron;_cler stresses the ,.,.,errnle i n ._Ter n -

sriJ_ey;, its · ·o--·s1 ~-") ""'116 mi n istration (2~hr. 23). --is interests, too , 

~ re rat'~er i~1 th~ institntion'"'l aspects of' rel:i.rrion , anr1 h e favors 

o 1 n' (cf. the ~iany 

·er1e, 1_0 ·-·es , c ..... s . 1 - o , es·1eciall-r v:i.th re--·ard to e1iri ')ilitv into t h e 

-~;- e ')eon le to "')r~ctice those th inP-s \J}i :i.ch Yrill Mal<e them an t:;l'i1 >-" "°"', 
'ie E'tres;es a lso ,·-:i.vine -,rovic,ence an<l :Lr'J'Tle0iate retri b ution. 

As o ·-;.,e sotirces , .. rid" t11e Chronicler used , tre~- .-:.r e na..11y. 

·-o· :ever, i"'1 t.he !"\'"' i n , '1e ,.,as deDenc1ent u~)on the earlier "J iblical 

1)ooks ( es,.,ec i 'll l v Samuel and Ki~s) ana some midrashic h istories of 
) °( 

Jsrael ~ 

*-'.5-ie-C"1ronicJ:-c:r; accordinr· to -the· 'f."rf.-c.- -(Clironicles ; -pP . 2:f:f.) used 
:-.lso: 1. A "1oolc of the Kin?·s of Isr ael :;.rid Judah, t:or the r ei,cms of 
J otham, Josiah , an<'l J ehoia2<im (2Grr. 27: 7; 35 : 27f 36:8)J 2. A Book 
o:f the Ki n .... ·s of' ,Tur'lah a;1(1· Israel, f'or the rein:ns of Asa Amaziah, 
Ahaz, and ¥~ zel'iP.h (2Chr . 16 : 11; 25 : 26i 2R : 26 ; 32:3 2S1 3. A :!ook 
o:f t~e Kinas o~ Israel, for the ~enealo~ies (l Chr. 9 1 l) and the 
re icns of: .Tehosha")hat (2Chr. 20 :24) and ranasseh (2Chr. 33118)f 
i"idrash of the "3001-: o:f Kin('";"s for the r eicrn of tToash (2Chr. 24& fll'I. 
5 . A ristorv of sc-.Muel the Seer , of JITathar the pro-ohet., o~ Gad 
Seer, ~or the rei~n of '!Rvin (lChr. 29 : 2P); 6 . A History o~ 
Shilonite, visions of I0do the Seer, for t.ne ~ign of SelGmeG 
? : 29) J 7 . A ~istor;r of Shemai ah the prophet, of I ddo the ~ 



Chanter III 

Ezr~:_d_ peh~r]iah 

These boolrs ·ere orirr i nc=i l.lv one . The b eO"innin..,. of' "Szra (1 :l-3 a) 

is a se J.uel t o the en(1 of' 2 Chronicles . Th e c offiT)iler of' these books 

-y.ras ""ro':"-;.hl,· t· e s.-..r ,.. as t:he one ·ho nut tor-·ether Chl""onicles . 1 As 

;-n11 ~ . r: . , ~t t'1-=! i:71r1 o:: the · ers i '1.n n.nr the ")e~·innini:: of the r-r eek 

1eriorl . :"e <'leP..ls \Ti th "ebre·a histOJ· .. ~r in the Pers i <n ·1erioa ( 53P-

:3~2 -- . r; .) , (escri :i_pe· 1-lo· · the <-T"'· is> e:~iles v1ere :=:.llo1 ;ed by Cyrus in 

s! i·1 o:~ 5lieshl'.)a:;: ar; ho,·1 those \'Tho returneo could ~1ot co- o::>erate i n 

t1~ic ... orl· uY"".il !"20 1. c. , i:ihen t1"e fotmcRt ior:so:f the Ter:nle 1::er e 

fh1R1.l·r 1~,ir (T·.,,rr,.,. . l : l ; 2 :18) anc'l tre T·.rrnle itself rebuilt from 

l"10 - r1c; (c f . ~zra f' : l - t; : lf.); ho''' in the r eirrn of' Artaxerxes I (464-

424 "1. c . )· th~ Y:'llls of iernsal en: Y.'ere restored , in spite of' over-

'.'/'"'lzlrin~ or"rii:; , \n1cier the lea<'lershin of' -,,.ehemi ah , v1ho C?J"<1e to (.Ter11-

s-1cn :i.-ri L'4i::. -- . r: . ( ~·eh . 1:1- 7 : f.; 12 : 27 - 43 ) ; ~nd how on ? second 

visit, in 423 , 1 "ererir.h (neh . 1 3 : 4 - 3 1 ) , and soon thereaft er , ~zra, 

in the first quarter of' the f ourth cent1·r:v in Artaxerxes I I' s r e i O'n 

( 4()<:..:- :"'f'?) , tried in vn in to d issolve JT1ixed Marr iao;es (Ezr a 7 -10 ) 

~Pc to or"·".nize "'he ,Tey;is11 commonwea l th into a sepe.rate c oni::rreq-ation 

(Feh . C):f . ; 13 : · 1 - 3), u i t h a 11 Torah" as their r1ui de ( ,,!eh. 8 ). 

rei~n o f ~ehoboam ( 2<::J-ir. 12 :15); 8 . ~ ~~0rash ofthe p rophet Idao for 
t• e r e i--·n of Ahi j ah (2Chr . 13 : 22).; 9 . A F:i.stor y o~ t h e urophet Jehu 
inserted in the .30ok of the Ki11.?,'S of I srael, for the reiqn of Jehoe 
( 2Cli.r. 2 0 :34); 10. AwritinP· of Isa.iah the nrophet f'or the reign o# 
Uzziah (2Chr . 2f-1 : 22); 11. A vision of' Isai '3h the prophet in the 
of' the Kin°·s of' J nda11 anc'! Israel, ""0r the r e i !"'n of Hezekiah (2 
11; 25:26; 28 :26; 3 2 : 32 ); l?. . A Fistory o~ the Seers, for p 
concernin~ I~nasseh (2Chr . 33 :1° ); 13 . A ~enealo~ical regiat 
in · the aa~rs of' cTotham Ann .Tereboam II (lChr. 5117); 14. A 
of :98.vid? (lChr. 23 :2? ); i i:; . A r.rironf~le o'f' ravid, 1n Wb:l 
was t e..ken by Joab, \'/<-'Sn 't entered (lChr. 27:24), 16. A-e 
lamentations (2Chr. 3F : %5). 
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This c or:r1ile r u s en a s 11 i; so11rces i·enoirs of ?Tehef'li~.h (!reh. 

7 :6 - 10: 3q; l : l - 7 : 5a; 13 : 4 - 31 , etc . ) and o? ~zra (Ezra. 7: 27-~ : 

"l4 • ... - . 0 : 1-lS , etc . ) , lis t s of name s an c'l ""enealoc-ies ("'Teh . J.l : 3 - 36; 

1 2 : 1 - 2'1 ; ~zra 2 ), c>nc'1 ~-n Ar""r:"" ic h istor-r o-f' the Dcrio<'1 :f'rom vihich 

fi e o-athere0 cer tai n l e t t ers , lik e the one in l!:zra 4 : 7 - 24. 

'i1h e r e iP one other i tern '•hic h rec.u ires some r"' iscuss ion j.n 

c0Pnectirrr1 \ 'i c' ~zre- ' Tehemi ah . This is : 1'.na t was the S>el/ .J\'HJ\ "\Clo 

asse. 101~ - of' t:1e 1 eo.,,le? I s th i s 11 Torah 11 t he s a me as t he ":Jriestl:r 

lav1 - - "'n "' r ·1 u-:ent ma int~ i n ed 1
) :r not a fe,·1 scholars? Our r is-

"'1ss :i.on o.L' t'~e v.?r i ol'S so·1 r c es , •.h ich ";ere •i sed in the coro?)osit.ion 

of' the n ·evio11 ~1-· men"·i onefl '""'i b lice l books, leads us to conclude 

i..'wt the 11 ,..,or-n.h 11 re ~cl i n Neh . ~ or a c-·reecl. to in 10 : 30 consisted of' 

la· ·s a~ ...,ericiept 0:1 the 300 :<: of t h e Covenant in Exodus , on the Deuter

ono~ic c o0e , or i n soi e ca ses t r ev even resem le P, Rlthour.h they Rre 

'110t ex2c t J_v l i ke P . For example , ~reh . 10 :31 takes a definite -::>osi-

t io'1 ac.·~ .. ins t int er.rn8.rri ao:e (like Dt . 7 : 3 a na R:x . 34 : 16 ). Verse 32a 

cf tl'ie s -ne ch cip ter :'orb i<'ls bn~rini:- on the Se.bb ath or on a Fol:v na~r , 

and it s eems that such a la,·1 ;;;as qnoted from P . Verse 33 S"Je2ks of' 

a onat i~r one- t h ird o? a shekel yearly f o r the ~emple service ; and 

P refers s Decif ica lly to snch a u ractice, al thoui:-h i~ ~. 30:11-16 the 

e..rr:ou_Tlift is one- h c:>.lf of' a shekel instear'l of one- third. J·Teh . 10:34 seems 

to be i n the J.anP-ua~e of' P . 1,revertheless, there is a 11ossibility 

that it iB P1erel:r a quotation or thP t P had not ~ret become crystalliz

ed. ~.oreover , the o 'ferino- of f>'-,/::l? in 't-Teh. 10:36 is found 

e ll law boolrn , inch1cinP" P . 

law was still in t he Drocess o "" dev eloDment, 

sarily the one \\hich '8zri=t ·1roll.l"fht to read to the people 
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~ e I( .f\ } I .J) I ~o of' Nef> . ? : 1 or the 

:mentione0 in "'Iehemi;;:ih 10-:3 0 mio-ht have been P , u t this coes not 

nea n thn.t it is necessary to identi:f'·r such a la\: code \./ith P. In 

short > if' ~zra 1 s la··· book were P or a 0art of it , tlien vie coul c'i_ 

o"'.te ~ r-s h~virr i t s :"'ina l ::'orm no later than l!:zra-··ehemiah (c . 

433 -- .. c . "( - . " . o ·1ever , :..I 2t were not P , ther• , .. e may conc l ude that 

P ·•as at t1..,is time in t he ~)rocess of c rystaJ.lizatj_on , 2.nd that 

:Lt ")J"Ob'"'')J.y 8ssnmed <'. comnleted form about the en d of the Per s i an 

~erioci; th2t is, the l c-tcer ~art of the :fourt h centu r;r B. c .** 

-*--AithouCYb the Ar~_maic Dassa~es (cf'. Ezr a 7 : 12- 26) are indicati~e o 
even a l a ter date ; ( that is, after the third cent11ey B.C. )., 

** Enc~rclonedia 3iblica; . 3zra- !'-Tehemiah , pp. 1478-1487. (1'hi8 
sourc e f'or this chanter). Also I.c.c., Ezra-Nehemiah, 'PP 
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Chapter 'DI 

Dani el ann gsther 

t iocht1s 'S'Ji 1h<.nes (IV) (175- 1643. C.) to exhort anc encou r aqe t h e 

ryeo")le (1urinr:· ~uch tronblous tires , ··hen L.his tyrant sonr.-ht to 

su"? )ress the (.Teus i n the l ivi nc: o:f tb eir o· r l i f e! The first six 

ch·>jters seer1 t o be "'re - VaccabePin anr \/rit\,e~- in 3a y lonia a'")out 

the t1~irc'l c >nt: r~r ~ . c . Thev narrate events e t the time oi' t he 

Per.-;. i ans .nc1 r e0es { o\·m to the f:freek neriod . The l a st six charyters 

de a l , .. i "(,1') tt'P. :first veo:-rs of: the r-a ccabe rm unris ino-' before the 

r e -c:· 1:i·1~ · o""' tn e 'T'a1ml e · -- the J"ac ca b eans anc1 its nnri f'ic a tion on t hP 

'...,-;.--e:rit ·- f'i<'th 01 YisJ.ev , ]_{;!) "3 . C. "Tevertheless , as \'ti th the oth er 

~i">li c"'l :>001-s · ·""'ich ·re rav e { iscusse<'l , Daniel t oo , has l ater 

scrib?l aa · itions ~ C r losses (cf . Ch . q; 12 : 11 ,12 , etc . ). 

Ti e bo0': o: ~st'1er is clso a nror~nct of the Gr eek neriod, 

h:.-.virn:· been \lrit.~en r.i.fte r the Dersecutions o " Antiochus ~i":>hanes 

a.nr"' the deliverc-~nce of the Je· ·i sh people '>' ~ruaas i "a ccabeus in 

lhfi ~ . c . Inaeea. , in 1 : 1, 13 , 14 ; 4 : 11; R : ? , the tirre of Xerxes 

c.n<:' t!ie Persian E.r!Dire is s n oken of a s o.n e r.._ long petssec'l. The 

pe rio0 o~ the b o ok i s characterized by a g reat Jewish proselytiza 

tion moverrent ( P : l?; 9 : 27); by a p·reat hatred o:f Gentiles (probably 

* Dr. ·-=>ut tem:ieser (in his a r ticle , Are The re Any Jvaccabean PsaimS, 
i n t'be Journa l of' · ~iblical Literature , Vol. 36, t>P• 230tt.) be
lieves that the hook of !)a.ni el is "a translation from an Aramaic 
oricrina l b~" one 1. •ho d i d not knm·• how to write Hebrew proper." For, 
sinc e the ''Ork v•as intended for the masses, 11it may be definite]Jr 
concluded thr.t the l ::.n .. ,guao;e s:)oken a t the tirrle >Y the peop1e JlllSt 
nave b een Arr-.maic ." Th1.1s , a t the time o:f the J.~ccabees llhen 
Dani e l \'ias ,·.iri t,ten , .l\rarre.ic v;as the snoken language of lhe Jewt 
oeople, Rnd p·ebre\·r had deteriorated. (cf. • on page 21). 1'ld 
evi denced b~r the ~)oor F.ebrew style and several Aramaisms. 
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ins'?ired bec anse o·f Antiochus ' tre at ment o'f: Jei.·1s in 1 '59 'J . C. ; cf'. 

3 : 12f' . ) ~ ")v a rro•··in · con;- .er e i alisP ar"on--; the tJev1s (3 : 9 ) ; ?.re"',. ,~r 

o f resh suirit o"' inee~)~"'lr°'enc e ( 3 : 2 ) an<~ n r.tion.? l )rice . "3ecause 

of' snch evi<"enc e , it s eeMs th.::=.t the ' o ok '·as v.ri t·c.er! i n the !)eriod 

-fter "'·he :·...,_cc<"'11ean strn ·le - - n.t a time of ·:orl(liness arr~ s elf'-

cor.:_>l " cencv; t hat is , al--.on.t 13f1 "l . c. r·oreover , t he ver;.,r le.te e>nd 

·:.o ;:~t,ernal evic,~nce t• "t tl°'e O">servonce of t he f'~stiv~l of Puri m 

(" 'h..:_cr : s t'1e l :r.....,ose of' t· ~ '""001
:. o·,.., -::strer) , .. as ")r a ctic ed by 

I t 
:·· ]_ei -i- ~·1:'_-...n .Te··:, ')e4"o·"'e t'1~ ,.., irst cent11 ~· "' . C. /is ver;: likely th.r-t 

cust01 s , c-n ~ '10 hat· cor~e to ,Tn0aea to co, r:.end t e 00serva.11c e o:"' 

* Pers i n custom) vO -'chE; ryeo;! le of' t hat lanr'l . 

~Xccorcin · tot· e !.mc~·clo,er.., i -:> ..... iblic a on -~sther--0'.>p . 14 0()- 14 07) , 
·1,,,>ese -==.re -re it ions : 3 : l (""or dec a.i ' s Pra:rer t o su~nly lac k of: 
rel i ,....ions sent i ment ) · 4 (Esther ' s pra;rer); 5 ; !- ordeca i(s d ream in 
Che:')ter l --,1( its intPrnretation i n chaot er 7; and t he Ki n.P: ' s t wo 
e·)istles i n cha"1ters 2 P.na. 6 . 
r: c. c. ' ~.niel , ".n . C'h _qg. 
Enc~rc . 3i b . , Dan . , 1002-101 5 . 
r .c.c. , ~sther , pp . 6 0 - G4 . 
Encyc . -t3i b . , :!:sther, po . 1400- 1407 . 
( These Rre ·the sources f'or this chapter.) 
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Chauter V 

Ruth , Job , Ecclesiastes , Prover b s 

Heretofore , with the exception of' the r omance of :Ssther, we 

hav e b e en disc uss i ng ) i bli c a l b ooks wh ich a re strictly his t orica l 

i n char a c ter. '.'!e have seen h ow and when they wer e composed nna. 

, .. ~\,--As the :"'otiv~t .;.o"! in eac!- case . ·1e hav e un<'lert?)<er. s1c1: .s_n 
~1:-

n.n~J.:rs is so tr-;;:it \·e srell be a·)1e to better c:.p·.)reciate ho·>.1 c e rtain 

soc i l J_er·:i.sl~tioii develo"'"le(l . 

· ·o' : ··A cons~ r er .... our bo oJ~s \' h j_c~' deal yfit.h cert o.in "'1r oblerns 

o ~ l :i ...... c . ,_,,~ e:r a re ':ri tten in :-- rore critic.:.l t on e thc>n the other 

·y· i"' ...... ic""ltior, to ryrotest ar-ainst tl'e exclusi v i sn of "!-!:z r a e.nd 7·rehe-

r J. c: n a 11.e to t'ielinecite no""'1e ~rit v irt uous c'!'iar a c ters i n a Go0- fear-

i r...,., nastor2_1 coirm1ni t v . 'i'hus , by dev e lonin~ f'o r the r ea0er an i n-

terestin~ ror<.nce, he is nlso abl e to n oint ou t i ndirectly the evils 

resul t i ne{ f'ror· a str :i.c t edi c t ac:a i nst i nterma-rrici_ae . 

Al thour;-h t1 ... e t i l":e f'or th i s narrativ e seeris to be i n the ruse 

of' ,_Tuco·es, neve rt1ieless , u ") On closer ob servation, one r ea lizes that. 

::tuth ,-c:.s , .. ritten r::uc1' later . T.,.otr:it hstanc incr the f a c t that t h ere 

a.re c e rtc:dn phr~ ses · ·1, i ch a re a l s o f' ounc" i n older hist orical books 

( l i ke SRP'!nel C'J1c1 J<"irrts) ~no tra t t he P.Ut h or Y."a.S probably &aquamt 

v;ith <'- Deuteron ornist ic f orm of: the book o"f Judges (cf. Ruth 1 1I 

ex i l e . If hi s pnT'Dos e 

•~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--' ........ 
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rie.r:i·e , then ";nth v'as 1:1ritter eveP. l~.ter th<n £.:-'2 ) . C . roreover , 

certa i n cn:=;tons 2.i ke th<' t o f 

bec"t·se o-f' the e:~ile , ....., "Obch l~; f<'lle:- into ,.· ~_suse c:.::.d l·ar to be 

revive( tl'iroue"!"}'l re - exr.>l .nat ion . In ~·~nth 4 :7 snch a """rRc tice a s 

5>3' ' ~ n is rescrib ec'l i:n orcler to v ;:i lif'.?.te a. t r ansac t j_on i n the 

r ... tt.er oT' the ri ..... ·ht o.P reder:Dtion , i 1 eP t he brotr er- in- lRvr re-

se::;-·s ·i.:,o :i.nr":ic<.te V-"t -:11.t > '. ·?..s \ Titt er i n l a te :post- exilic t i mes 
,·-

( ')robr>.bJ.;r in l .te Persi'l.n times), r- f'ter 432 B. c ;· 

'1'02 ")o o': o:C' ._-,..,b is "nether ' :or:-: of .....,retest. Th is time it is 

n~el; · th;'"'t t'~e ri,..·1"1teo11s a re re\r<J'0ed by C{od 'for t°l" eir o-ood deeds, 

'• ·hile the · ·icl;.e a '·ill snf'fer f'rom Vis wrath . J ob .., inc1s that this 

t1ieorv :i.s '110t trr~e to l :i .. ?e : t he.t, on the contr?.r:r , t h e ric·hteous 

snf'-~e:- - ., the ·ic;:ec ')ros-r>er . In other iror<'l.s , Job c m1J.c1 not re-

co'Ylci le Rtich e. cont i t ion ' 'ith tJ"le i fl. ea of P. j ust God . One ni('·h t 

e:ns\rer tr" t G-OC' ' s iustic e is vine icA-tec'l. in the life to c ome . "lut 

tTo' ..., iB rot so sure o-f' tJ'1is , a s j_s evi<'l.ent in 14:1~, ·her e he f..e -

c l a res t'hat iT' fie felt this i.·1e r e tru e , then his n resent nn:fortunc>.te 

lot couJJ' be t ole r e>. tea . In other · ·oros , Job don' ,ts not only the 

va liclitv o-!: the bel i ef in indi vidual retribution but also of' the 

oelie:f in a · ·orld to co1'"e, y1here such apparent contradictions will 

b e resolved . As a result the author shows \.ihe.t terrib le mental 

e.nn"Llisfl cen ryossess a mar •·:ho is the "victim" of such intellectual. 

* ~1ald believes thc=it tR1th Y1as t a.K en :froJ"I e. ? I'P.'er series o s .... ""' .. ~~ 
nieces bv t he same F..nthor of.' such historica1 and quasi-h1et0lt 
narr atives as those conta ined in c.Tud~es, Srum1el, and Kings. 
h ov.rever, fe e l s thei.t Rt1th is "Oart of' the "Vidrash of the ~ 
Ki.ri,es ," re:ferrec1 to in 2 <::hr. 24 : 27 . (cf. , Encycl opedia 
on Rnth , 1)n . 41r;c::;_4172). 
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hone sty, a nd h e tri es, b v t h e Yir i tine; of such e. na rr8.tive , t o a.rouse 

J t is thu!:' evj_den t that thj.s b ook Y'<"S vrrj_tten nt a time VThen 

t11e i c1 er o:f inc" i v i r uel retrib ution h ad been ·:Ull~J a ccepted and 

t:-J<en for ~·r""n i::,ed; ana one ·--ho 0 i sbelievea in it \10u1r: he looked 

u"'on s is'"licionslv anf cons i <ie r ed a s i nner . There,~ore , the b ook mnst 

re ve ')een r j. ten lrter t"\i~n lTeremi h v.rho introc'iu ced this hel ief , ?...nd 

~zel<isl, Det· teronor-istic r e0ac t ors of tTudp es ?...nd Kinps , and the 

1 oJ.inesP nnd T'riestly Codes, c-.1 l o:f i.:riich c a r r iec f orward this notion . 

:r~ :'"' .,,.. .. .: ~ heJ. j_c:." ""'inc:i.11~· C"~ e i nt o "'.)rominence . So that i f we dci.te 

P c·r0nT"~ 1100 -. . ".:: . (see "lc.::on·e 13 ), t hen the b o ok of c.Tob v.ras \'rritten 

"""'ro11-bJ." r roil"'IC tl"':o1 t tii e o:r ev en Some\/· At l a te r . This is true es-

neci· ].1v :L ·.:e re J.. i ze that abuPt ~is tir.e the beliP.f in a resur-

rec tion \"'"S .inst, berrin ninr: · t o ;·ciin i:rround , a lthouq:h it v!as not so 

:;::uc:-- tal:en ~or "·rc..·1.:.ec th<'l t c.Tob ' s :friends , ·onld have referred to it 

in their ar''l' r:?nts ··d.th liir.1. Ine ee0 , a t t h e tiF.e of Ezra and !'Tehe-

n i ah. (c . 430 "1 . C. ), t rie belie f h?d been unknovm , inasnn.ich as in 

none of' the vtri t i..11[_;s o.L' .. ? .. ·pc:.i, I ---: l<=i.chi , Zechariah 1 - 8 , <'l i :f:ferent 

1ortions of 'J"ird Isaia h , P , Chronic l es, ana Ezra an0 Yehemiah>is 

t;.. ere .,nv t~ace of a b e lief in a resurrection or i n Tiknat-Satan• s 

annifiila tion at the enc o·-:- t i r:e , · .h ich i 4 oound up r."ith it. r·ore

over , the a p oca.l;vpse I saiah 2~ - 27 ·:as writ ten at a t i r.:e \':hen 'the 

belie:f iTJ. a re s1·rrection "'1ad ?n esta1~ lished 7Jle.ce in <TeY.1.sh re-

lia ious thou'""ht " (in the secone half of the :fourth c entury '13. C. ). 

And another fact is thc:- t ,Toh v1as vll"'itten a t P. tire v.rhen Yebrew 

Literature \'1as at its heirrht . "le,..inni n,.. '·."itr t'he f'ourth century1 

HebrevI , because of' the encroachment ·of Ara.mA.ic unon it, began to 
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aeca~r . 'J'berefore, .. ,e a.re inevitabl;r lee"' to '1uttem·:ieser • s con

clusion th"'t ,Job \·:a s \Titten e ont the vear 400 :J. c . 2 

Dr . ~nt tem·ieser P .<'in t a ins th::-:t t he Drolocue (chapters 1 an c1 2 ) 

or thA -~arr<"~ive ''<"S \.Titter:· :r 11--e St'\Hl~ c-.uthor ,.ho ;;rote the :-"~in 

oor"'v of' thP l)ook ( the 'l'):L;; lo nes ), cons istincr of the sneeches of' 

Jo':> fin( his tl'i r ee ·"'rienC1s c'1"lf ~ocl ' s "'evelation 2.---:d speech eri dst 

the storl"1. 'Vowev er ' the ha-i·i);r cn~inr j_n 42 : 10' 12-17 ' re believes ' 

.:..... 2.-.te ..... -r-ai tion , absolutely incons istent \;i·t:,h the _:ac t th-t the 

i.}"1.,l..,or ·is'ties to < is:)rov e the estab lisl'ied "belief' in retributive 

j ·stice 0.110 to f:.' o .. inste;;.r' th;-t ther e ·--as such a trinq- cs c is-

interesteri · ·ors"hi ·" o-: ~oa " . "lnt v erse 11 of chapter 42 " is the rea l 

--1 m.·i--in l en(ir ·, co~. is-tent '-ith the contents of' the Dialoc.i..1es 

2nd fitt..i·~ · in ·"ell \'.-ith the Prolo~:rue from \lhich it rec eives nePn-

inc:· nc ~oi:i1t . 113* 

t::cclP~ic>_stes, too , :is another book i!l the caterror;r o f "!isd om 

LitPr~ture . Its aominPnt theme is to sh ow that " a ll is van it:r , " 

th<:t man is h~loless e>-rc limiten in his capacities; a.na that he , 

like tb e h~~st , is r:estines for the sr>Me end, ce2 th. Ther efore , in 

suer a ·:orlo of in._iustices arr~ onp ressions (4 : 1 , 2 J 5 ; e - 6 : ~ ; 8 : 10-lf), 

the enthor Bdvises us to r1ake t.he most of' life . ·:e c an f'ind 

hci.pDiness onl~r b obeyin God ' s covenants onl~r by b eing reverent ?.nd 

sincerely rel i p:ious . 

'3 m Sira (Ecclesiasticus ) reserL les anc is dependent upon 

Ecclesi astes b oth in thonr"ht <.=in d s t y le. This is esp ecially true 

in the case of the Greek translat ion of 3en Sira. 'Dlus , in time, 

Ben Sir a is ~robably l a ter than Ecclesiastes . 

* r·ateri a l f'or t.To') is based on ,Tob , by !~. 1'Utte 
Job , !'!l · 2482-24~~ ; r.c.c., Jo·, , !'P· XXVf., xu.x:t. 
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TJ· e t i me in whici t e author lived '-'i<'.s trat of' rm.lCh t.l"l.xes , 

:fre 1 uent \/E' rs , and a corrun t nob ility. There vras conrt Fnc. tem:)le 

;·•icke c ness , OT'l res s i ons , 2.nr"'. arhi trar:r nesnot ism ( su: nress ion of' 

T're e sn".?ecr , i n 1 0 : 20 ) . Kohelet 1 ryrob2..b l y lived in Jerusalem nePr 

the Tern l.e (f' : l O; F : l) . re n1.s we9.lth_ ,. (2 :4 - 8 ) and old (ll :S- 12 :7) , 

r~~ t e .. Since m-:...-rF s c 'i ol:- r s l-- P..ve c or 1e t o iac ent i:f'v the " olc'l an(· 

:.:'ool :i.sh l<.i·-.0- 11 o f" 4 : l~-16 <?.s ?tole111'' DI (a . 20 .r:; 'l . C. ) \.~1 0 ruled 

F~l .st "' ·~ "'S <:'"•mti i:-:1 ove :rlor c i n t ')-1 e ... hird century, t1~ey r:::.ve con -

clt · er t' t t ' 'e 11100--· PlK1 · ·ise :routh " ar.c 11 t :1e secorc'l ~routh" a re 

:rtol9i. - v :\l;.t ioc 1 1·s IJI o:f S:vria , ·ho succeeded J>toler y V (c..f . 

l 1) : ir. - 1?) . 'i11er e:f'ore , the b ook of ~cclesiastes must h av e been m:-i tten 

* about t" e b;> ..... i 1'J.nin« o-r t11e sec one"' c ent r;.r;r 3. C . 

f.::.!e ot " P. r JT""-nt' 1 of con(1uct -- :Jrobaol:r the best instance o:f' 

· :is( or J,i t e "'_t11re -- i s that o -f: t he book of Proverbs. It, too , 

instruc ts frorrt tre uoint of' vi e,-1 of the indivic'lual . Its c"ominant 

t h eme is 11 l ov~.1t-· t o ti' e llniversci l human conscience c ooc i tioned 

U'"'On :-::no···lecire . 114 Anr i t seems to h 2.ve been v;ri tten at ;:i tin:e 

\•:hen ~Te\•dsh cult ure ? s cur1ed a non- national charac ter P.t a tirre 

\ •hep r onotheisM v·as t a c itl ;r assun!ed . It Y!as a n era , like the Greek 

p erioC. , ·h en ~re, .rish relic·ion, cnlture, e..nd civilization ,·ere hfy"hly 

c~ evelonec , an<~ a:ffecteo by subver sive external influences . Tl:us 

there , .. a s f"rea t O!JDortunit v f or t.1 ose of' a serious natnr e to in-

clul"'e in ref'lective thouO'ht e.:-ia P-ive i··ords of instruction to those 

'"ho needed ti...eir 011ic'ie..nc e . In o·Ll-er ,-•ords, a.11 evidence '.>Oints to 

* As in the other hooks nreviousl~r d iscussed , it y·as inevitable that 
c e :Dtain ecUtorial ack1itions ::ind r·losses should hav e c rept in. 
Accor<'i inp, to the I . c . c . of ~ccle.sj.astes (op . 44-6~), lsl, 2; 7:27; 
12 : 8 - 13 ( "End of' d isconrse :'ll have been heard") a re editorial. notaa. 
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a tirr,e lilre thet of the t..1-i irc c ent,ur y -J . C. (300- 200 1 . c . ), >::hen 

dec21,ent , ;·ellenistic civilizati on '.:as l"{reatJ.v a:l':fectin~ ~•e\··ish 

li:fe in P::i.lesti·-ie , a?~c , .. !1 e~- t h e complexities o~ cit;r life v:ith its 

aC.v""ntac·es ~nfi vices, ···er e :'rob2. ly the st,;:·\:j ect of the dc.:v, * a s 

the ~""ro:x:ir:"'.ve c'lr te for the ·Jook of Proverbs . 

2 : 2r.)~.;-3-:17; 7-: YPb ~ 26b , 2° i 8 : 2b , 3a, f. , ~a , 11- 13; 11 : Bb1 12 :la, 13 
(:fror~ " f'e~.r (!ocl - - "J, 14 ; 5 : ;;5 ,7a ; 4 : Fi ; 5 :3,7a; 7:la,3,S, S:~ , ll,l2,19; 
l~ : l: 0 : 17, l P ; 10 : 1-3 , 8-l4a,l~ ,18 ,19 -- are ail ? losses inser ted by an 
ortroc'lox ·1oss2tor in ·che spirit o'f the Pharisees . 

* Prov. , 6 :32- 35 (ac"ultery i s a crime against man ' s wel l - being); 1:10-
19 (orgenized robbery); 11 : 26 (h oa.rding corn ) ; 27:23- 27 (c are of :floc ks ) ; 
16 :10 - 1 5 ; 25 : 2 - 5 ; 31 : 2 - 9 (Nanua ls for the conduct of kings); 6 :6 -11; 
12 : 24 (in pr a ise of industry) ; 24 :17f. ; 25 : 2l f . (k i ndnes s t oward s one•s 
enemies - - t h is g oes beyond Lev. 19 : 18, which refers only to one• s · 
fellow- co1mtryr11en):l· 1 : 20- 33 (· ·icked n r e v.arned; the~- mnst re'_)ent , or die).
Accor(',i· '},c· to ~1c ,-c_ o-pec'l ia 'li blice. on Proverbs ( ')!) . 3011f'. ), cha.ryter s 30-
31 <.re r-.cded e~·nenf' :i.ces . 

Tnese are-th e sources for this cha)ter: 
Encyclope~ i fl ....,:i.blica , ::i'..ith , 1)-:> . 4156- 4172 
-:::~.J•1l) . , "1trch , 'ii . XIV- XVI 
I .c. c. , ~cclesiastes, p p . 44-65 
E:nc yc . ) i b . , Proverbs, "?P · 3q11- 3"1P 
(J oo sources h~ve been '7iven on note * ?1 · ::=.7) . 
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Chn. ..,ter VI 

"le""' ore \··~ eriter n "10:t a <"i s c nssj.on of' the ')ro0hets -. ·?:o repre-

sent ···; c "Y'\oolest P.x?..rnples of: mor:'l l .,assi on qn(l s oc i.:=iJ. conscj.ous-

s--~- n f e· · · :orc'ls concernir,r· ty·o 1 ·orks ,.,~.i c '"' r e cl -ssic e:;.:<>J"'lt>les of' 

reli..-·:i oi·s "loetrv. 

(Tr-r·1s~ ... er· i:rt F'"'r.. -.. • S . -- I,."'mentp-:· ions -- is suer an inst8.n ce of :i .. n -

~t .. nz:-- F . '' ' e 0 11·'- ire · ·01"1' i s .1r i tteri in a vJ' i' ( Kinah ) or ele,.,·iac 

littu- ·icF"l] .. ~- on t~e ~i-nt: o-P Ah i n Zechariah ' s tir:-ie (Zech . 7 : 5 ) . 

?11e;· ··ere co;--"esed 1'111C • l c:- ter than the t i me of' 1'Tehemi ah , nroba.bl~r 

i:'l tr; e 1'1.tter ,-rt of the I'ersi '"'..'l ··)eriod ( in the :rourth centt•.ry --

..... ,., . ..,, . . 
crib inl"'l· the s11f:fer ii.'lc-s o:f tPie len.c'lers . The;r resen ' le the so- c r::.llea. 

""* ""Jersec11tion" "ISal P"..S , 1 - ? 2 . 

* Tl"' e ·50-11rces -:Po-rth-is c:'lrt-:Jter a re=-------·--- - - - ---- - - ---
3nc:vc . -:;i1

) . , Larr.entations , !>,.., · 2<=.06- 2705 . 
Cc-.rnb . , T.'"':rnentations, np . 353_3e:;o . 
I . C.C. ~~c=tlms, pp. LVii- XCiii· XC- XCi (~r. ;.) 
Enc;rc . J ib . , Psa lms, '")D . 3q2 -3~65. 

** ::3n0..de : i;hante rs 1 i$ not t' ... e ··or!c of al'l eye- \•:i tness to tre f'nJ.l of 
Jernsa J.em (in Enc;rc . "Jih., ')"/. 2696f . ). 
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Ch2;9ter 2, '"'oi·rever, tre"".ts the rn=tti on as c;11 in1"' ivir1ne.J.. , and 

\'·'- olesm e f :i.sc inli ne . Is:rael >eno-aO"ed i11 -. ·1oetic Monolooue , is 

ex'-·orte<'l .... 0 re-1~,,t --...ric" trust i n r.!od ' s ctooc'lness. ~1flee (see note 

** 011 ·1 . :-:io Assirrns this ...,oer· to the 1re - rac,...ebea:1 'Jart of: the 

r
' ' of P. :--rc;ve r , closes yfi t"l-t ;: s ense o:f 

-c:· e · ,-r.,..th of ...... oa continnino· to s:: end its stren--th n11on t he u.n-

::·;:, \'it'\S v1ri tteTl in a tire o:f economic stress , 

·h~n ::sr::i.e 1- ;, ·::\s h~ re.ssec'l 1y- insuf.'fic ier~t aP"ricuJ.tural (v. 10 ) 

labor .. ,.~. · ,,- !". :i.l-:S " 0'~ t.'' ~i:- .~ie J.as Rt the "1-tarv est- season bv tr,ei r •' 

ene: :i.es, t.ne ")'-1 ori:'..tes and ~,..:::t.be.tae?.n Arabs (v . 9 ; cf:. Isa. . 62 : R, 

···· ic· -, ·- s - :-ri tte· n:roba'hl:r in t'ne '1.~e of ·-eheminh). 'J"'ne r e is 

Ps~ .... ~ s) • :-n<~e e"', '1. oeliverer '·onlct be r.1ost ,·;elcome to rescue 

t"beri fro s·icii tro11')lous t i mes (this re:fers either to the c.:Iif'ficult 

da.. :-s 'Je.rore t1i e comin~ of :!:zr?. ana ireherr.ie..h to fTerusa lem -- c . 470- 4fi0 
. 

) . C. -- O'Y' else in the dP.rk aa~rs o:f Artaxerxes Ochus, 3Fi~-338 ::3 . C.). 

:>esides J...?J·,1entat:i.on , there is 1.1hat j s 1)roba.bl y the P:ree test 

example of lof'tv r elic- i ons ~assion, zea l , and conraq;e . This is the 

b ool<: o-f Psalms, the T)ra~1er o.n<l hymn- book of t"l-te -)ost- exilic Jewish 

co1'1ml,nit;r. As f'or t1"' e C12.tin.P" of.' these v a rions Psalms , t{lis is 

i ndeea verv c1i :f·f ict lt . Y-owever, it 11"..?.v .be s~ic \'D.th ?. :fAir ri.e~ee 

of: a ccu l"?.c"· th~ t there -- r no !>re- exilic usalms , anc'! thPl.t the f'inal 

redr.ct,ion of' this r reC1.t collection of snn('fs occured no earlier 

than the ra.ccabean 'Jerion. 

There are certain psalms ··t·ich so1~~e scholars seem t o thin.1< are 
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1raccabean . 'T'l!ese l re : 2 , 2 0 , 21,30 , 33 , 44 , 60 , r.;1, S3 , 74 , ?~ , PO , 83 , 102, 

"" Fm·1ever Dr . 3utten 1rieser believes that 

'1s a l ms 30,lltS- l R,137 ,138 , a n0 ')roba bly 33 , " a.re of s1.1ch literary 

'Jer·~ec tion that their fl11..1.St ,..,?,Ve been >rocuced '· -~- iJ. ~ J°ebre\'T J.i teratnre 

···as still at its , e i r-·ht~ 11hile ot hers J.i1.::: e "'.)Salms 2 , 2n , 21 , 60 , 61,63 , 

102, l lf' , 1¥ , 1 - 7; sho' · s11c·1 a -Presh;.iess anC' ~inish of s tyle tr Pt 5.t 

is obvious th<"-t t hey rr•ust have bee·1 \'1ri tten before ar'('.r r:l.ecadence of' 

llO , t"'o,,,...·: cJ_garl·· s:"o· -;nc a dee ide0 decline in li terarv skill , 

,. re ~ ll :r nq,t exc e•)tion 'Ti t t e n in :f3nJ.t less , idiof"l.atic re brew, 

snc"·i· ··· nn tr~.c e o-r c"'ecor>osi t ion so l""arkenly in evidence beo-inni na 

in the sec o r '"'<.rt o f' t he th irc'i ce:itnry "J . C." T·.ere~ore, even this 

t·1 i r'"1 "'T011 ) r1oes not. o e lonc to t h e Vac cabean neriod. r•oreover , " the 

cori·"itio·"ls "").lpc'l ed t o :Ln ~hese rys :i l ms mi r ·ht have occ'" rec at a lrr.ost 

:::!F tine c" r i nr· t h e t wo c en t nries fr om the closinq deca des of' the 

?erf'i l."1 c o· -, to J.•~ e ;·accabean -:>eriod . II L"l fac t , tJ;e closino- n i:;rioe 

of t h e P -: r s i an re io"." uas "lr obabJ.v such n u eriod of ;:reat sufferin~ . . 
:"'or t!1 e c.Te\·;s (c f . Isa . 14 : 2~ - 32 and Joseubus, Contra Ap ion , 1 9 1 8nd 

1 c-3 ) ?.nd , ,.,i t h t11e co Mi n,... o'f Alexander, a short res_) i te of lioert~, 

·:·as en i o;red ".J~- th.em. <ln other v/Ords , those Psa lms s".>eaki np. of' re

lie-ious yersecntion and t~rrannous rule d o not necessariJ.;.· refer to 

the troublous n 1.ccabea.n times , and "mio;ht just a s \'Jell have been 

1.rritten durinP," t he t ime of' Artaxerxes Ochus , \•!hose xrule vras charac

terized, as \'.1e k now f rom his r eipn of: terror in :i!:r"~f"!1t, b y extrema 

relir.riou s i ntolerance , v1hile those PseU.ms 1i:lic~1 sound a note of 

* Are There AnyJ'ra-ccabe an -Psairns' 1~i111t tenwieser, Rn article in the 
Journa l of '1:i.blica l Literat11re, VoJ.. 36 (1917), '0!1 • 232ff. 
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trinmnh ni,.·ht e?.silv be n T>roc'iuct of the ti11e of AlexA.nder, the 

outstPTldin-- f'entti-res of v.nose rule ··:ere rel i P·ious toleranc e anC. 

reCT:-rfl T: r the ;n · ivif'u- J.i +, ies of nations. 11 Anc ;.f ter Al exander ' s 

ceatri , the,..e \'as a "lerio0 o~- continuous str twr··le , of -.·1h icl1 the 

:·acc~bean ,..ars ":ere ·,ut t!1e closinc- a c t , ·.:hie' fin<> l l v led to 

}·eore\ · r·ivi.nr· · ·- -- and 'be inr suners eded by .A.rrurr.ic . In t 'be li~ht 

o,,.. t'.,ese .r.::>cts, " it is to be qnestionea. v:~ ether there a re any 

Ps.:-J.:·k .. datin.~ l "' ter t:1<,n the micc"le of the third cent11 r~r ""3.c . •0 

ro,1evcr, tris ~o9s not nrev ent.. ns :troil'\ c -.n~luding' th?..t the entire 

Ps~lt r \:3.P -f'ip lly red?cted in the I'ac c abean -,eriod o::- ev en l a ter. 

· ·avinr .. (·· ... c·· s~ed 't::ri tini:.·s '·l"! i ch tell of t'1e h i stories , narra 

~:i.ve , :.nc'i .:n.r.1 i.ences o""' ona t1 ... ousnn0 ~rears of Vebreu develonrnent, 

· ;e ,_,'"'v e no·· c < 1~.e to the ·)oint \,he r e ,,.e mlst ·ive the backg rotmd 

to t: e ~orai ost ex"')onent s of soc i a l conscionsness , the pro:;:>hets . 

· :e :r:· st ~iscover '10 · thev cevelo-,ea that intense noral :)assion 

;;1 ic: ,1 vec1 such ?.. miC'i'ht:\T role in the flevelonement of that ~ecu

liar t·ehre\: r-enins 1 ·ihich ir..s·)ires men to s trpi:vrrle :for p eace, .ius 

tice, oenocrr- cv "s R"·ainst moral anarcrv , tvr:ln""'V , anf o::mression 

that c1istinctive snirit for socie".l and sDiritnPl rii-ht e ousness ;;1hich 

has co1 e tn ·identify the Jev!ish peonJ.e yJit h the exa lted ~)rinc iple 

of eth ic2.l monotheism. 
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Cha:_:>ter VII 

Eth ica l ! ~onotheis!!l : It~ Or_ic;ins 

Be f or e we disc us s t he devel ol)ment of :pro"1h ecy e.na consider 

how tl.,e nro'1hets .... ,he:r:seJ_v es contr i bnt ed to the evolution of' 

r·eor a ic thon n·h t , it \/Ou1 c'l b e uell i f we understood how the ethical 

Bt:. i c:-1 1 ·onothe i sr nay be sr i d to h a.ve evolved out of the 

c<';1:flict \ ,,, ich epsned ,_ ,.,.,en ty·o entirel~ - r j_::'fe rent c11l t n.res c a JYE 

into coritac t. ·:i t.h one :=u1 other . r;111ese tv:o y;l'l.:'J"S of li:f.'e \''ere Baal-

r;;he birth ara ee.rly histor v of Yahwi sr1 t ook place a monl)" the 

no~"'( ic, C"en i t ic tri b es o ~ t he ~rab ien ( esert. The c.Ttv'lah, Simon 

<nc"' I evi tri')3s , ·Alic~"?, nnc.,er I"oses , na rch ed u "' t h rouc-rh the -·egeb 

::mo r.:?.0e t.h .~ir ,,Ne in r oc~r , c.Tudae a , \ 1ere such wan deri ng neonles . 

'::'1:1e,- c Me i nto so11tl. ~rn Canaan a hun dred :vea rs or s o af ter the 

t:;•i es o:f ~1'1rairr , l ea ·1y c.Toshun , h ad crossed the tTor<'lan a n0 in
the 

~iltr~t~a ~ort~er~ P~ lestine (c . 1 200 } .C . ). For/ south er n tri bes , 

l i f e on the ees er t i"ad. been r e l atively s imple . They ' :ere or~anized 

into exclusive c l a ns or t rib e s . Each clan uas a de~ocratic entity 

unto i t self. The 'iTelfar e of the clan c" enended u.non the considera -

t i on f or ever ;• i ndividual. Thus, t h ese unsettled 5edouin tribes , 

\;i thin t heir on1 lir-its, were b n.sea. as literally as possible on 

the ic'le als o'f j ustice and brotherhood as b etween i ts members. If: 

there i s any S\ich thiJE a s a })Ure communism or socialism, here it 

y12.s. For, •lithin such desert PTOUl)S -- unsettled , mirrrat or:v -- there 

· ·as no s ·1ch tbinc- as priva te .....,ro,erty , U-')-.er <'Inc~ lm·;er classes, 

crec'l.itors nm~ debtors. The sources o'f' li:fe -- l C" nd, wRter, etc. 
\ . 1 .. 

r,\ """' 'I\."- µ.r., ..... o "\ 
v:ere corrnnunal . All ·:·as i'or one , £n0 one •:;as -for eJ. l . 



- 35-

S11ch econ omic "".:Hi. oc i =1.l a t t. i t 1lc'les -.·:ere eX')ress ea. h ;r these 

-:<>es sor "'T..., lli c .lls , tr. eir r'.isl-r>at . r"ll1e mish ~t is , a ce orc"' ine 

to ··a ll i s , 11 -1..11e soci 1 1 a.r anc·P.Jl1a:1ts o r ins ti ttitions ·:(l icl.., bind 

peo-;)J_e t o,...etl·,er in r-r ouns l i ke 't.:1e "'"'.l 1i l :v , clan , nation. 116 

'I'here·<''ore , ' ·1~e·-. Amos s,"''5 i n s :24 , 11 Let just i c e (mi s h...,a t ) roll 

o·m 1 il:e · ·...,ters , " h e ~1'~ "' "1S 11 Let the s ocial e.rren r·ern!:mts of 

is '801.1_ .... , \'..O ·hor: I qJ so~c-". i~1r , be j ust (cf' . Isa . 3 2 :1; :·ic . 

~ : 1) . 11 I..., ()"".er · ·o'Y1 s > t''"' e i ~,ter -,ro·1hets like Amos still c l unG" 

s...O ;,· e :i.A ~ s o.., -ei.ocrc> c a.110 °i"'rotl e r h ood '·' .ich Ei re the 'bPstoP".ar:r 

UG ·e , 11 or of' ~. · " 0 1nr ic r"' ~ Sert t r i be . J ore over , li::e 

;_; e:.r · :1cestoP~ , -.... · - believe c'l th "' t sociel rel 1.tj_ onsh i ')S -- ":)Ublic 

)ri vr t e mrt -c'3rs -- 'ltere c onc er ns of" r el i c·ion . The d eity 

v e. t ee · i t ' 1 11. t: ':! c·1 !\r c terist ics of' the desert cemocra.cy ; r:md 

re '"' nc1 -;i s c1" nr'ionl. coulc1 t oler a t e no ot11er :- ttitu<ies. 

Thl.is , , •"1en sorre of t ' •e se · ornn.a i<' tri bes en t ered f.,outh ern 

Palest i~e , they d iscove red t 1'a.t t he:r c., ia not h ave t o c:1::--.;·rl'e t:1 ej_r 

mode o -:: J.iui--i~ v er , - r.:nch . The sc ~.nt r a in- :f.'a ll 1-.a<'l. ,.:<".shed a\w.:r 

most of t '-ie --.lrec-.dy ~oor t on - soil nrk i nC'' l <>r s::·e- sca.le ar·ricul ture 

live ""· semi - n on ::\ a ic l i f e v i th out sl i c~ht va riation f'rom the li·2e 

i n t he desert \ ~ ic:. t hey had so recently c·iven u:) . For the most 

~)?rt , t h e cod e , of t he desert \•·a s ;>reserved and t~., e reli.:;ion of 

Yahweh was moCified '"'ut s lo'.:ly. It '·:as t11e Sout: t '~~ ich 1 •ain-

t a i ned and kept a.live the ideals :=ind strmdards of: the desert. 
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~-owever , the : orthern tri b e s o Ephr a i m \/e r e not s o i'or t u -

ne..t e . From the desert they caJlte into contact with t h e more hif!h

l y nevelo:)ed civili zation of the settled Canaani tes, vihos e relie i on 

v:as t h e Horshi ? of .)aP l and his count er;)art , Asher ah . No more 

coulc the i:)ons or £')hraim enjoy t he ':)enef'i ts of a simpl e pastor al 

li-f'e ; r ather they had to adapt t hemselv es to ~ n ew , ag r icultural 

econ0.11'.(f . Yah ·/isi"" , democr.:.cy , equali ty now h <" ... d t o str uggl e to 

')reserve thersel ve s against the encroa chments of' Eaalj_s !"", , r i vate 

ronert,~r , '11• c.:i.a ss 1"i :-tiJ cd.ons . '.:'h.t s , 11a crreet strnr-r-·l e ro1.1ov·ed 
. . 7 

-.~·.- ··ce·J t · .. o r "ces p·1r t1-.e)l" .,,.esryec·Live , .. oc"'P . " 

r'"' ···er or o ~.,"2r. ~1bis term '·as i';n J.ied to the s::·ods o"f: ti~e Canaani t es , 

- ·i ... o · -~~'-" ~~ s ·. erP o"" ·:::.r- ei r " c:oo( e~.rth , 11 r:>nn t.h1 1 s c ontrolled t11 e 

destinies o ... t 1' e i:r l:i :"'e . Ai1n their 11nman re·"')res~nt:::i.t ives -- t 1•e 

u ~e:~ cJ. Pses -- - -~:re a..lso c~J.J.ec haal im. In other ·:·ords , >ae.lism 

r=co---11izef c-J."SS ciist incti ons, ~110 tb e (ii·· ferenc e bet v.re en t he 10\ ·er 

clas!3es 'i1d sle.ves '"lee <. re in tire very slirht. 'i1hns , the coMmon 

man -- t'1e enslavec neasant -- uas 0isre(':l"arc'led nid cons i 0ered of 

valne onl~r ~s < s l a ve , · ·or~~inc· ~or hi.s '3a2.1
1 

or as rraterial ):'or 

miJ.i tar~r v :mt'1res . I:" h e "s ten· ec1 otit of' l i ne " c.nd sou.:·ht t o 

o.d·1a.nce i n his :.:>os i t ion , the Baal had h i s " s ociety" c'l ef:'enC!ed f rom 

"bar bar isni" ly · a ::>ai fl "Jolic e . 

I n ~a<lism there v<:'l s no suc 11 conce!)t e s inc-.liena~)le s oil (cf' . 

lK. 21 : 1 - 4 ) . Inc ivi{ uals oi:!!ed ?ronerty 1)riv::.tel~r , not cooper?.tive -

l~r. If' the 0\ ner h ecrure enne shed i n debt s, r e woulc have to rnort

n·;:--O'e h i s n osessions to l')t':' his crea i tors . I f he f'P. i l e<l to "meP.t 11 

the p r i nciple and interest on t hese mort r.:a.o·es , h i s property v•as 

:forec l osed ann t ::lk en aY{C'I.~' f'r or r :i.M. A..~er t h i s , there were not 
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rr.e>.n;r ste 1S to ensl a ver"eT't . So Jr:uc1"' :for the cojrI:1r:rcic- l "civi

liza tion" o~ t.he C:-.nc-.<-.ni tis!i ..... ? ,. ls . 

One C 2 "'l im;:l.o-ine rO\" intense \ ·as t he Struggle for the 'lreserv~tion 

of' the r- esert r'i s h71at of' v8.hweh , \!hen the rehrer1 tribes - - es 'leciA.J.-

ly t"'ose in t 11e nortr- \"ere tr 1"0\T' jJl the ric1st of st1ch nn r:-_lien 

JT'c1~ea, the stru.o:ple for justice on the :_:>art o~ 

t 1·e c' "J,..")7.o'Y'S o:" -rahy1eh Vias, to t11er:, ")onnc'J u:'"\ ,:Tith the struc-r,le 

Cl ·ainst 11 OJ:.,_, er r ·o(ls 11 P'.nr., th e C iVilization -(:,pe~r Sif""ni :fiec1 . ~e 

::-srael tri.,...es t 1~.t still clurlf" to the n ame of YRhweh mi~·ht soon 

c'c..ve .rO'"'S~<en t;;.,Q l e st ve st i ("e of their r.,esert heri tar;e ha0 not 

circ11 rist."'·.,ce::: _,.. ('lrces t1·e; t.o hrec:!< \'1.i. th ~~aal &."1fl to c ..,.11 1non 

v2hy·e''l ' i=; ~ ir ~~·2 inst the Canaanites 8-t the b:>.t tle of' Ta r anach . It \"G.s 

es'"')eci .. ::.- · th2 c "ISlRver inliehitP.nts of' t h? t i-rbe of.' Isaachcir in the 

1.,ort'_, , (c .~· . ,...en. 4~ :14- J.F ) -.·hie> i nsp ired Deborah and -"'"' r Fk to be-

,..i'1 to "'\ 1 l.f'iJ.l the coro'.rrn( to wi'l')e out the " irknity of ·t.he Amorites ." 

Tl':iA s , .:_,., ~_t o~ ... i:1,~e"'.)en<"t?nc e ··.ras conta("J'j_ous o.ronrr the other northern 

tri es, ''Ti o 'ba( rrost to J.ose b ;v .P.ttacks of Baa.lism 1rnon them, and 

an i r.1ersona.l Movement of nationalisr1 trrouah ITilitar y coo?eration 

c·:--er: iri stren<Tth. And the con011est a nd cestruction of "3aalistic 

'"TOl.1.DS be,.,.an in eRrnes t (cf. (.Tua . 9 : 44- 49 ) . Thus, wh en the 

Phi listines st:::.rted to assert their 1or:er ao-ainst these T-ebrew 

tri • es , this nationalism PTe;:; and , a.lon('\' v:ith it , ~ v ith every 

Febrey1 victory, PTew the Drestil""e of Yahweh as the J'T2.tionaJ. De i ty. 

ro,·1ever , even thou"·h vc.hweh an<'l h i s '1eo ..... le e:ffected M?n~r 

conquests (inc onmlete t1'o,wh th ey mav have heen), Yahweh \'ras still 

only the }"lead of a 9e.ntheon of JaRlistic , .. oas . An0, it ray be SRid 
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that t11011.reJ, conruered. in the military sense of the Hord , cultl'r-

~ 11~r the latter v1A:re assir i l atinr; VpJ-n·1eh to them. v-hr1eh ' s nane 

1 ·: h~ve snrvivea. , hut tr j_s "·as ''"is o:r.lv rer.-nant . '"ne r <:!l i ,..·ion 

"l"f' c :v:i.J.ization of' V<h\'/eh v:?.S becominc: J11ore c>n0 rror e "1a.::> l ' s . An 

ari stocracv of' 1 .. Jl(ho1cers an( slci.ve- o· ner s , '&5• .:::.risino: in 

E°)hra j_1'' ( ZS. 12 : 23-2~; c :f. 1 4 :30,3J. ; lK. 2 : 36- 40; 18. 2 f :10 ); c>.nd 

<' ne~.s"nt ·"ris-Cocit'ac :r ··as nsc.erti nrr itself , as i::ell, in the south . 

r-1ass ~:::.:::tinc~io·ir- ano nrivP..te n,..o..,e r ty ""ere b ecomin ..... the order 

of' the ,, --- :cn o·i, sec t:i oris o-:' ""'~ lestine , al thour·h the trend na s 

1 ore r Jt '/FIS tl ... ·s not v erv 0i""'·· icult for S-::.ul, 

· ·i -t.r t'he help o"' t..,._ 8 .... , n- i ·-ehi ' im, or f c>n?tic? l ze-.lots or ec

static ·'ro·-ihetr , to unite tr e · ristocrac~r of both )?.rts of Pr- lestine , 

.. or·etre·"' ' ·it' . ~ eir man "lO>'!e!' i n ~laves, "'n d ward Of f the fSriJ.istine 

threc..t to t'~e ~~at ::.on,,,J.i~t rioveT"lert of' t he rebrews (c f . l S . lO : Fif' ; 

J-"-; J." : · O- Z4 ) . ()i"' co•1rse , t hi s v;n.s ril l cone in the :name of ~.'-'hweh. 

-~ t., as s2 . ..:.e1. bef'ore , r::at a c'l.clnsion! It y;as not "!.. :light to save 

-.· e fenocr~tj_c rish"'"lat o T' tre fese r t "\~ahFeh , bn t rat!·· e r it v-as a 

strnrrle to --ireserve t1 e interests of' the u ·per classes and their 

civilization as aac.inst <' J1 e _u'.ti l>r e.lien culture . And the 10'.;er 

clasFes · ere c"lnec1. into rrive ino· up their lives f'or th"'! defense 

rot of th'3ir o n ':'.ahneh , ')ut r C1ther f or t'l-1e )reservati on of' an 

in.-ferior 'la.al is tic 'civilization" l 

...-iris \tork of unification and consoli0ation, started b~- Saul, 

wa.s cont inued "'v TB.vie, i.ho seized the Uf'lled, A.n1orite cit~r of 

cJernsalem -ma esta• lished it as the c apital of his nnited kinp,c1om 

a k i n,f"cor1 un itec1 onl:;r in na.J'Y'e , b\l t \·mich ~ontri.inec'I tro Rlien cult-

ures, \:hose renresentatives rroula soon divide the country Elt the 

ver~r le21st nrovocative inci0ent . 'J'he rei,...n of' Solomon 1<1.in the 
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For , in Solomon ' s r eiPi1 the.,,e ··;a s neRce e..nd secnri t~r :from 

h ostile n ei r·h ' ors . 'f'Jier e ';as o '1n ortuni ty to es~v..blish United 

? 1 '"vine c s r/10\"er i n the V!Orlc" . Penc e h e.Cl thrmm ba cl: into 

farr in'}" r ff - - ~ o "'<i ....,r evi ousl :r been ne eded -"or service in the 

arn-"· . '""'he i n "'l lX o:".' l 'U"C"e numbers i nto :"<0 r r .. inr: p roduced a sur 

u l s cron - -'- i ch P-av e "··· ~ countr·r a c orrnno<'l i t y :'or exnort; ~ nr it 

'.':as n ot lon.-· 1'ef'or e ~ merch.s.nt c l &s s nros e to conc"uct :,<=>ore ion 

.... 1( r·orner,"'-ic t r .r- e. .'\s these r1erch~.nts b ecar!e mor e n rosryerous 

t h· n i.-1·eir ·):..·otl er- ""'r:r1 •er s , th ey P"oved to th e c r:;- ital t o k ee-:1 

i·1 closer to1·c· · ·i"(,11 n· "'t. i on c- 1 anc· i nternP.t i onal <?.:".'·"airs . ':."'b ey 

l ec P. ...... e , . .... :i stocrnc,- ~t, •. h e k inr; 1 s court. :Lt · ,ras here tha t 

t!"e:· .. oi::ec"I t ·1e P'Ol e -<';> ~h :i. onahle ja:- 1 - vat1weh cu l t . 

"""o-· , Solomon ' s man~r F'.a.rria,c:;e - a lli "'n ces ( 2 S • . 5 :11). had brou,.._·ht 

T"'o:rei c-·'1 .,, ... i ::ic e s c:er t o c:lfe r nsa lem. These 11evotees of f ore i r-n deit ies 

n"'.C cc•:-'e ·i th t r e:i.r reti nue s , anc , Otl t o "' r e s n ect to t h e\T r ."'J'_1< , 

ho.c"' be<:>n ne r n i t tec'l to set un t heir \"Orshi"J in the Terole , itself 

bu i lt on a Proenicia ;' P10f'el <: n c rat ic~ 11~r c i :f'·:'erent f'ror the 

"'e sert 11 o'bel mo 1 ed '1 • Tr-us , in Pc> lestine , under t he in:~luence of 

f orei c- n cults, t he \ ·or.3h i n o~ ? <.c - J.iPt ic 'Yahr1eh l•ad been estab

l i s,...,ea "'no ::-ir 2c t iced b ·r th e a ristocracy \ "i t1f. lc>.vi sl' dis"".>la;r of 

, ·eal th , unkno· -n to the '?as tor a l n om--.a or tne small f a rmer . 

':i1his i;:oult not be s o baa i f t he aristocra c y c ot1 ld hP.ve renoved 

itself :f'ror: the C"Tene r a l scene . ::>nt this i;;as irrrnossible . The 

l uxuries of t h e rich :for their O\'m enj o~rment and for their \·~or

ship of' stra nP-e f" Oc'ls h '.'l d to be oh tc- ined soF.ehovr; anf the best way 

·t..o do thj_s r a s ')~' buroePinP'. the once indepenaent farmer wi t h ex-
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orb i t ant taxes (lK. 4 :7), Fn0 eJ...""T)ropriatinr; his nroner:ty (lS. 

22 :7; ? :11,14) , "or c i11..r· him anc., h i s :lru:ily into r iO"orons la.b

or ( lK. F : l3~. : 0 :20- 22 ; cf. Lev. 25 : 29- 46 ; ~nd 1 K. 11 : 28; 12 : 

14) , or himilia tini:r ~l<"ver:v , i f' he con.le" not re·)lel\ish the 

t.re~s ·ries o~-: his j .c h l;-. .., ls or l orCl.s . Inevit?..· lv, a s a re-

SUJ t Of r lJ. tl':i .. s , c issat iSf.'Rc tion seethed t h ronc·h t'h~ masses . 

3v'31 i~ "2.v~L,- 1 s tire , rebeJ_J.ions .., roken out (cf . ~s . 1 F : 2 - n) , but 

c.lle'· '·:r0 Aasil ,- c:ue ~_lea ~r ::>rofes: ion"'.1 rnerc ern=\ries or .-·i bb orim 

con"'Jetent 

""his :i.s ,,1-·- the revcl t :f?..ilec . 

L. -ers :-00~1 :..·.-.pe~ra( u·-,o"'l the scene 

_, , ; .: "' L
'·'- •• . <' " ' 

c harr:_Jions of Yahueh 

~T[ ._Tehona.dab b en 

;echo.)' 'o loo.J.:ed -.f'''"~T"ce · t the Te11,ple Pith it~ f'orei<'"n innovations . 

·-~-;:.. ~ec' "' ites, -... Pzirites, -=-.re" t l'-'e "Jr'O'?hets t" emselves linked the 

li.l"'e ;_:; ·;:."'~ r- esert ·i t 1• the 1 i fe tha t v1as a ccentable to Y!"1wreh. 

'f'-e:) ce:1ot'"lCeC' clas~ i sti"lictions -=>s in O")"JOs i tioTl t o the ··:ill of 

Yah\leh. An :-L.. c· r 1ions en( defenders o:f t he olC. , denocratic life 

- ·:• -:: ... 1 he r·e:--re· ·s ;_:i;re nor:n.r's '·c-nderin · in the desert, the;'-r ,.-ere 

a c c eDtaol e leP.ners of' tre MF.sses i ··110 ~ J.so ve e.rne0 to return to the 

Merc iless ~ ristocracy ind i ffe r e nt to 1.heir cri8S , they t1u-nea to 

t1'ese ch , fl1')ions o:f t he olf Yahweh :ror P.Ui c"nce . The sru:ie evils 

e.-·e.inst , .. h i c h t hese leader s }n .... otested -- hee..vy te..xes , court c-.ri st-

ocrac~r, slavery --1"ere c c=ni ses a l s o 1Jor thej_r C"·riev['nces; r-md • nen 

t he n8.sses s.::>y· trc>t the;r \·•ere not alone i n their protestations , 

\,hey :)ren.:.red to resist t ri eir pe:rsecutors uncer the ins·-,ired 

leadershin o~": the ch"'" nriions of' v<i.hweh. 
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1 x s , et!' ic- J r-on oJ1,,he i sm - - t ~ e f'un dc:: i=-,en t.2 l <'" octrine of the 

Pehrer; rel i r.ion -- "·rm· <'l.:i.r e c tl;r ont of' r"12. tt0rs in \ ·hi ch aociaJ. 

r e li'"' ion -- ')ec ne - c \, ive -- c cir e into its own -- v1hen its ,"',--hl:!rents 

\"O:n·e .:, ""'0'.... i!l t' G mir' st of r'11 · l i en c u l ture y·hich tr.re - tene(l t o 

con.'1.~ i t . re r eli·io·1 o::· justice, b1 ·0 -..,1 1erhoo ~ , e uallit~- evolved 

ii.!1,,<: · uass i onr t e rP-alit. - ·> er i t had to defend itself' against the 

i ni nst:i c es of Daalisn • • Bcl:ic l.l r1tono1.1heism \las inextrica.bly en-

rr.e. 1 ed i11 -·~e ... oci. 1 ... ys·1,,em. And in order to realize itself upon 

t he h :i.--·hest s_~ iritu -1. lev e l !Jos s i ble , it had to corP": a t those 

patterns a n tag onist ic t o it . And such men l ike the e rea t literary 

p r ouhet s , 2-nd such \'.'O r ks as J an0 E anc DeuteronoI!"y aros e at .' i.1st 

"?ha~:i;e t: ~ nJ.r" no"' lit ·· , tl' e Mor"' lit~- o~"' t h e c'lesert. It ··;B.s ,··it.h 

. o""T· r r1 , r ·- i nst, "'""9rve rr:ive in:fl11e:rice~, into t hat g reat "'1ror'lnct o-f' 

t • e - e11re ·1 (""eni " s -- et11:i.c 21.l Monoth e i sm -- a n,hiloS0:1h:V o"" life 

The_ A.eve lor)Jnent o'f Prouhecv 

F' .. o <'ti r the •:."<mhet s of: re.h\'leh - - t 11ose '"''"' o evolvec' this doc-

t rine o~ etn icFl monotheisP'l -- c ore inon t1'e scene of' 1"\uman relation-

S"' i"?S? . !f'i"l t, . ·e:re ·'·.i"' seeds ,·;]"\ ich , i n t ime, ~rourrht -forth the =-J.ower
f'L-....._•~ 

i n,.. o·-=- t'1e Pebre\·1 r-e'!'\i11s of t11e s '.' irit in yrf-~ich t'-lere 4 1 sns ;iec'!. a 

r.rr eo.t nassion foJ" sociP.l rfr·hteousness ? 

rt s e eJ'ls ti1:=it the re brew nronl"'et, -Pirst o-:': ~J.l, :Peels th?.t fie 

is ver~r close to r-.oa -- that r!or"' c "' lls to hir. esnecifl.lJ.~r to "1lic'!e 
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·t.,"'e "1eo·)J.e -:::1(1 to ~i..- ·ht the g.r:i.evons v.rron,..rs c"' one ~-·<" ·a:i.nst r-is naz:e , 

so t1~a·:~ t' e-- may -Pinc-; f'2 v or i n ~·is eyes a"'c1, i n this '."'c..y , enj oy a 

h 2."") )~- J.:i f"e i~ the f\1ture . · royr, i.n order to le 0 .d hiE "">eo'Jle and 

tell t1 e,.,.., ' ·hat r•oc1 <'le s ires o ·'°' them, t118 uro-)hets rust knov.r -rhat 

is roof' ' s , .. iJ.l . ,.,or .... "' i.S is ne.gnea t"1 e -:i.rt o::' r ivination -- o:':' ·m-

·!1ho ·n,...:-c ·:· ices this a rt evo1vec1 tl"'e ins·~, j.tution of tre F e°t'r ey· ·o::-o -

sh et. 

A" ·r.rr,.... t' ~ ~ ('esert - ehr evrs th er~ i:;ere va rious rn8th ofl s of cl i -

. ·ere c~rt , ~; e s ~j_r>its o-'"' the (leaf '·e:"'e co:1su1t.ec"' ' or . 1 2 0 0 A 
~oMent~. 

2 @•or ? .· o · ±r'" tie "li-·'rt. of arrows ._ - .- ·=a 011 2 ' 2 R 0 ... ,._ c -"' s . r o··:ever, 
" 

· ·~s n· ~ i "iec1 , so that the r"'ivi n?.t:i.o::.1. mi c·ht b e vcJ. i f . The / =t)1:;) 

">., I I K -c.11e o,...~cnJ.ar ·•r i est w11ose oraculr.r c'lec i s ion was c P.lled 

ancl the Y1ere such i;.n a l -

and S> J< ') , the;,· c onl c' :".'ore-

tell ·i:.he f'Llt ·re , re-.f' r· i nc,s , anc1 -f'i n<"' lost a rticles . They wBre 

honorer" '1.TlC :-~s-,-cted , "'ut vi. th certa i n exce·)tions li1<e ~~?th".~ , 

tre co1·rt thev · ever :.."'os e f"!lJ.c h 8bove t1ie level of' ec -. 
ste.tic s . 

And --11-ien the -Tebrev1s e~1 terea P~ lestine , the~r ·rounc ..,no11n- the 

Cqnaanites ba nas of low- .... :r A.de ecstatics -- n.ervishes who 

roamea e~out in bands . Tltev ··ere c "'J_led en d 

they belonp,ed to one of' the many sanc tuaries in the la'Tl.0, super

vised i n their activities b;r the nr:i.est of th8 shrj.ne . 

Since t h e s e di·riners were t'he snecial re...,resentP...t ives of a 

ne ity, ae:fenain"" the authorit,y o:f h:ts ,:rord , those ,.,.ho divineo i n 
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the naJ"lle of Vahv1e}'i o·re''! :i.n -:)restirre ··•;., e""l the:i.r C1e i t,, v:a s victor-

ized 1mf'er navfr., ?.11d So lomon • ..,.,.o· ·, -rnen · .... he-- .:;o!(e in v r-h\ .. eh 1 s n&re, 

ttieir -·or<'!. s '·ere 'hearl.ce:ned to . The-r ~.J.one ·:ere t'!'le lec;·iti~te Cli-

viners o""' ,..of ' s y•ilJ. ; t-'ey a lone ··;ere s oncht to cons ult the \.'ill of' 

tl e n·re t God~ -rn.hweh -- the f'!od of t he r1esert Mishryat \.'h o ha0 r.:rrovm 

co : nc :i.·.... o· ·er .:nr- '>rest,ip·e . 

311t mai1'r o:f t'bese P'K'?.J I _J? 
:I 

or q ilns of ")rofessioni1.l 

·")ro-"'1 ets , ·'1e·' th<'!~- ·")1.,o"Jhesizefl. , s till believ er1 tha.t their r:~od y;as 

t1..,e s •"' r- t'1 o·.,::. · ~10 re--res~nte e (l t·~e oJf f'esert li:fe of: r'l.emoc -

rac~r ~r." "o~-: J. j st:ic e . A.nrl t>us .. ihen , curi!1"' Solomon ' s r e ir-n, 

_ore :i. "'I, '"'~J.is .... , ic '3le;-ients bec-~11 to cree:!_) into ti....e rmre ~ahweh-

~se n·,o·--.11ets '.)ec ar:.e greatly r-,isturbed . 11'or t hev f e e.red 

thct s ,.c!"' : ·1nov ... ion~ - ·on:td ,....reatl~r t]"'lre<ten t > ~ir ~nth or i t;r ar:d 

a :favoreble res'""onse among the ~asses of the :_1eo')le. 

At the close of SoloJ'Ylon ' s re igh certa in inoi -. i cuaJ.s arose out 

p•u~?..J I _j? and t ook n~.tters in their ovm 
J 

hand s i n o:rcer to resotre to the T)eoule the olo reJ.ir.rion Fi.r0 soci~..l 

s>--·stem conrec t ed ' ·i th ithe mishuat o"f the desert Vn.hweh. T1ese in-

d ivi<"uPls <.:i iscoverec ·that th ey coulfl no lone-er uork ef':f'ectivel~r in 

the c oT'l'IF;.n;.r o""' other d iviners . R2 m er the'.r no\1 h~d to ,:rork throtl.P"h 

::?Olit icA.l JT'.aehinations by inspirirlf' a.ssassin?.tions, revolts, and 

reform?.tions . This ·•as the '.)est na: they conld brin,C':" about a "new 

clea.l " :f'or Vahvreh nn(1 ~-is ·--eo·11e. 

Ahij o.h the Shilonite was the :first of' the 1')rof'essional prophets• 

to brea!c av1a" f ror·1 his p-ui l0 and to enp-<ge , as ru~ inai vidl..1Bl 7 i n 
--- ·------- -----------

~ I~e was n p rof'essional .)ro911et <.n<'I recei ved pay 'for h i s art, by the 
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scorned 

re ha0 alrea(~r , ·"or sorn.e t i T-e ,/th -: c>rr o::ant 

a!t c or.'11 "'.cent a rist ocracy th-t 1 ac be ~n f'orr·ea :.t Solomon ' s 

conrt · anc · , e hPter t:·:e ·"o,...e :i r--"1 cnlts · ·h ich t re Ki::1r .. nae intro-

t G.i ne c1 t1-.at vahwe1"' 0 esirecl not the riches anr~ povertv , the truces 

- ,., bt ' . . -. 1 . h ,., h ' ' . .... .... , l . :f ... . 1 9 ant re s "'1 ::i c "' :i.9."" . . isr, :\<"' ronc-· - -c 1n"'o 1,,ne . ives o 1,,he 'J~o'J e , 

bnt rat.: e r t1 --:.t t11e olc"' li.'''e n-r' the cesert shonl d be reinsti tu t e e" . 10 

o:"' th~ re·1·'-1r <"·i nt t o l J<". S : l 2 - 1P ; 0 :1 F-23; 11 : 26f'f. ; 12 : 24f. ); 

since t · e n' ... o 1het ' s 1erson yras consi c'l ere<'l. inviola.ble, A.hijnh es-

c et 
:.;c 

r1· . --o,·cv ~r , "'f'ter Solomon ' s deat h , t h e J1Torthern tribes 

sece(ed 'fro:ri. .Jnr~ ' · 1p1fler Rehob oa rn and ollowed Ahij n.h ' s ?.rvice 

( c ·:- . lK. J.J. : ·-:r-_; J.) 11 bv nesi P'Tlatinc J e r e";)oa n ( ··1-0 hac1 , b~r this 

t i r:e, ""etur·-e0 t o :rs··"e.el) "S their ·. i nc-·, in ~32 'l . c .12 This time 

2_..,...o ..... ......,,e r n-"•o-f'ess :i_on<"<.l '1;' 0 "'1iet, Sh emc-.ich , convcfmced 'Qehoboa.111 tr Pt 

sl:c: a c- ~-·ric i on o-f t '" e 1dncrc ori ···?.s t:?e "ill of Yahvreh ( cf' . l K. 

** 1 2 : 2 .- 24 ) . ':'hns tv:o in•1 ividn r".l _)rof'ess ional )rODh ets b r on,,.ht 

- - ..... -e<'er ePc-e t o tr e- ten l oav es c:i · c biscuits ~na a cru s e of-: oney i n 
l Y. 14 : 3 as T)~:rrrr:en t for "Jrophes:rinr qbout .Tere',oam•s son . J. ~:. P. 
Srni t h , 'T'he Pr onh ets 8nc Thei r 'lt'i me s, 9 . 8 , i n f orrr.s ns that Ahi li Rh 
usea visions -- c. rnetho0 of Dro::essioncl prophets -- t o ~ro~hec~r 
(c f . l K. 14 : 1~::. ) . * c f . 2 S . 1 2 :1- lfi , , .. here ~rath"'n , t h e court seer , r ebukes :9-:J.vi n for 
l" i n sin conc ernin_,.,- 1.-~thsbeba and UriA.h; anci :re t David does not 
1 c- rM r·-=-.the.n. 

** Oesterle·· e:1c 110· i nson, A :-ristor:r of Israel , ~ . 274 , hm·:evar , 
Cisao;reed ?..nc n.f'..in t a in that there · ,,,_s c ontinnons hosti l i t:'-" bet \•re en 
Rehob oam and <Tere·)oRm (c f . l K. 14 :30 ) . 
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their ''Ork, i r ~e it :"l f'orce i n SO C i Pl reform. 

'11\1t ,Terehnr.M rir "'10t :ful·"'i ll the hoDes · ·:'"'ich Shemaiah anrl 

Instead he e rected ?oreiryn-cult sanctuaries 

at -.k:- a.,...d ..... e"':.'.,el . 1 3 ?1e ""'\ 'OT)hets, includincr Ahijah , denounced him 

( lK. lL :7 -1~) . --o-·:ever, (urin~· h i s li:fe- tine (0 37 - 0 1.c:; -3 . C) no· n to 

the rai ·n o·"' A.' "'b ( c-7;-._or:-3 "J . C.) , "')ronhet i c resista.nc e anc"'! "')Olit::i.cal 

actj_v:i:t;r ·•are ''cces~-Pi 1J.ly th~:"'.:r>tec . ~Che sru-.e · ras true in tTudah 

-,,,t i n oc-('I . ~ ., a clrn.JTi')::ion of' "Fhv;e1, , Aze riah ben OCer , , .. a s ~ble 

ifoJ.c.:trrn~ · een- :-:ot'- '.}r , r-- ' aci < , a1i.c ·1t ' 1 e r son , As ' , 0:1 t"..,e t1- ..... o.,,e 

o.e- <-11...:; ... - ( -::11r . lf' : l -1° 7 As-::i., it h an enea, followed ·1ropheti c in-

fl•1e· ce --n · c. lolisher1 ..,is r.:otrcr ' s s:vncretistic c·.Jlt , 14 -.lon · · ·ith 

her s~c-"P.c' ., .... or.tit11tes -110 r'li:fletzeth . 15 Instean , he shO\''ea. "- s tronn· 

\·il .;... "'SS t,, --s- es·;:,abliF' Yn.rrisn in th e torm of' a 0e:finite re-

li -~o · 's T)ro~ ·r - ('' .... l'e Kor K! nite Coc"e ) . 16 IP this manner , he an<1. h i s 

ce~cenf' ·.nts · ·are a! le to , -int"in ·..:-~'e olt der:1ocr[>:i:.ic c1esert st~110arfls . 

A:1c1 th·1s "':.he 101 i tic-:. ~c ti vitv of the T)ro....,, ets ce8.sed in sonthern 

Eli · ~h ~no '"i:li 11 a , nd 'a"llism, c,efenr'ec b~ Ahab "lnc his f'nlse nro-

~'hets (lK. lt::. : · c:_2.r;. 10 :3'5 ) . 

* J=-o~·ever, <1.--~-::-oelscher , D:i.e J?i-:,O.r·eten; a ttri1 ut es the c~1~:nee- to µriast 
l~r' ?10t Dr0:'.')1, etic' in:"lue·1c e . r·orr·e:1starn ' Ole est :')ocur.u-3:1t of: the 
;-exateuch , o~ . ll2f. , believes it to be (P e to "Jro!>hetic in:fluence . 



i'or , e•.rer s:i_-ice -~ere11o "' r1 I , a s intJir:?.t c1 before , t here r. ~0 

bee:1 · e ctio"l to --aalis <'n0 resist?nce to rnv <'tteJ"lT)t b;r t}''l e "lro·1h~ts 

to e-f'"'ect c. reli r·:i.ous an<i ..,oli tic al crap('!"e . ut \'Ti t-1"' tr e ,...uJ.e of 

Aha11, tl'e'Y'C ,·re.,...e suf .:' ic ieiit reasons ::'or con<leru'lation h:;r the n rof'es

s:i o:i:::. J. ..., .... 01"\"'et.s . r>irst , they/clenonncec flj.T'll f'o r lirvinP- s 1arec t he life 

of.' the c:;· -rian ~enhac'la0 :--110 f or h ?.VinF rnac'le a treat~-- \"i t:-i r i M (lK. 20 : 

.... ,.. _ /J .... ) 17 
· ,) • Secol'lc, t"e nros"lerit:r of Ahab 1 s rei.P"n , u i t h the evils 

si·-:.1· r t.o tJ ose 0· 1ri....,rr t~1e tiF-e ot' Sol01"on, vrer e i ntoJ.e r able t o t hese 

c.rvoc t,es o·<> · ·al"' ·is·., • . .\.1r thirc, t; e i ntroduction of Tyrial'l ~aalisn 

t.' ro1"·-·, A' ~'I-., 1 s <=>r,...:i.<=>.0·e to .Tezehel marl::e0 the l imit of the T)ronhets r 

e:v:-·TaPce . - t is ti- e"'1 that -.:l i ,i ~h "''"'")ea rs , in or0er to ")rote s t a~·p ins t 

--ezebel 1 s -<-o·~e~ .... , c1 1 l't anf 11er nriests (lK. 1'7 :19) , her disre~ard for 

t'he S"1ctit,-- of' the ·n .. 0·11"~t ' s ·1erson (lk . l P :4; 19 : 1 - 2 ) , and h er ~ross 

oer,·ersio"l of ,; nst :i.ce i n t,he case of ITaboth (lK. 21 : l F- 16 ) . 

Accorc'liw:,. to Dr . ~·orpenstern , 18 Elijah was prob a bly a Kenite .* 

At a n-r r"'te , he "'ias a semi- no!"lRdic s h eoherd f r om Southe rn Judah (cf'. 

2K. l : Q) , i q ,.,ho veheMentl~r pr otest ed against Ahab ' s v i ol a tions of' the 

c ese r t mish~at ( l K. 21 : 17 - 29 ) . '3ut , contrary to t hose professional pr o

phets who ~receded h i m, El ijah d i d not desi re t o A:N:C?ct any ~olitical 

revoJ.ut i on . Rat h er) h i s aim wa s t o c onvi nce the p eople , th!'otv'·h 

'"'rov es to tJ1 err t.1-ie rii ,...'rt of' tr. e orie t r ue rtoa. (lK. J.P : l ? - -S:O); but 

place -- th e "'"" '\'!here he received consolation , 

jj( An -eesocia te o~ h~s -~s Je0onA0eh b en ~echab , ~ a.escen~~nt o~ t~ 
Y.trii tes, ,.,•. o c-.rivocateo ola c'1esert values . Also , Sli.;ah \••a s nrob
<.hl~r i n "'l11 enc e r" b·· t h e :veni te Coc'le, ne1•ti<m~a :i.n conr~ction with 
Asa ' s re i,..·n in <Ttidah . J' "<>re over , t re teri'rl 11 ,..,i i:;hbi te" ~\n ~lieo to 
~li.~ c-' 1 T)roba.')l~r cle s:i.("·rv' ted "a f'ore iri-ner ,.,1~0 c o:r..es t o s o5 ourn in 
a new c ot1ntr v 11 

** i ·ahweh ' s ~Ps.ifl e:nce is · ot · ·et :i: ,Ter11.seJ.eP , accorrlirir. to ~li.i ah , 
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::''110 encotirar-rement to 2 oi nt '""":J. i rha his eucr.:essor to carr~r on 1--is 

o-"' e1v'e"'vori "',,. to h"'.v e the oJf ~esert r·ishr,at o-P '"c- 1\v:eh rnle in 

'to s h,..,.· '~is neo,..., 1 e ·'.:,'1e errors o-P tl:e:. r · ~rs t'brO\rr the slo·::er 

1 . -" i:> :, • 
. • 1.:.. - • 

ro,hets ! .:mr1 throur·r t'l-iern , 

It :· s ' ·ell , n evertheless, that v:e menti on t.he ''ox·k of t\··o 

! ·ice i ' be,.., ~r·J. ,.., , ·•ho, t.honr-b orte of Aha h 1 s nrof'essionaJ. nro;')b~ts, 

:-e-·er ' eJ.eE s c i ( no"'". < 11 o· · rinself to ~ecorre 8. ·t,r ol of tr e k i n.P-· --

.... o C: ir~ not. r~e r·e·v~rate l:il-:e ris coJ.le2v·nes i nto a "fals e n ro1ret , 11 

(cf• 7 ic • 8 : f) Sl-1.0Se rv:flent t 0 the 1.o: i no- 1 S \ rh ims • 2 0 J ':i. ca.i~ h I $ 

o tit ratr-er in thecave on i ':'t . •oreb '(Cf'-.- ~T. I"orc-renstern, Olc=test 
:1oc•1nent of' the ·exatench , n·) . 24- 3f. ) 

* '.:'re COPT')os i t:i.on of the c.T And E sources \'ie.s inf:'luenced bv Eli.iah 
2o.n.r tre ~ic'rth- cent1irv >ro--J-i et:i c movement . ':t'l'ese t,\--o c•octinients 
are thenselves i n s urcre·-it ""'r o .. ,1.., etic nannhlets, ·1rotestinc-· ""'aalistic 
1 r act,ices . S ' s moses (vum. 2~ :4-5 ; c f . Ex . 32 : 2i:;- 27 - - "Slay ~re 
ever~rone h is rnen thB t i o inec to -1aal - Feor) is < urovhet li;("e Ar.i <i~h 
ci.nc'l ~J.isha. In the tToseD1-i- stor~', E n ortra:rs ~rose"?h as ? 1'3aa l of 
0reams (~en. 27:1C'I), \.'hO i:·~s soJ.<1 into slaveryr (ne,, . 37 : 2R~ cf' . 
Amos 2 :5 , h : a. ; ~ :6 ) , vho i s above sexttPJ. terntation (r.en • ...,9 :7 :f"t'. ) 
(cf . AA. 2 :7), anr1 \':J.10 nourishe~ P.11 his f'ath er' s l-:ous e {f!en . 47 : 
lf':f' . ), ?l"r set uo a natione.l , n l an!' er econo~r (nan. 41 : 2f'f'f'.) . It 
is obviou s that g wrote these p or t:i.ons f'roP1 the vie\':poi n ts o-r uro
tests an·e.inst '3P.alistic iclolatrv <1.nct e exne-1. immor alit ies and a s 
-oroparrande. for n-roun so1iClarity (Clernocracy) P.nd a c oonerati v e co~ 
mon\'leal t h . 'i'flns , R.rs, 'iho MLtst hA.ve l i ved between 750-and 621 ~.c. , 
•.reaved to,:"ether two strR w1s of' n arratives under nrophetic i nfluence . 
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char?cter as 2 trne "1ro>l--et j_s best illuRtratecl ,, ~~ en, unlike the 

ot l: e r / .()() n ro-<'Ps FiOi1fll ·1ro ~rets , re ref'usec'l to T)reclict success 

f or _ ... Jv:•b an0 ~Te1~ os1"'a.T)het in their bP.t tle '".l<Yfl.inst ienhada<l of 

S;.rrieo :for D;:-r·o"' 11-~ilead . "'or t ,, is he vas thro\1~ into !)rison; 

tmt he i "'int- i:ne<'l 1:is inteC"r~- t:r as a v;orth·· interi)reter o..:- ror..1 s 

~e 0 .... ~r 'ronhet -:: l is~-e. , -::lij<=h 1 s success or, tried to :-:'nl -

..:-~_ l ~. t' e er ~r~e '·1 ic1· h i f' ")re0ecessor entrnste<'l to rd.n; but he 

hai' "'18.; t , ~,. -~1~ ... •y.:it i ence nor tre l:'ac l(c·r01 nfl of his master~ c:-nd 

there.r-or~ r e-..rertec r "'.-:: ·er t o t he olicies of the ..,, .. o""'essioncl 

)ro ~hets ., .. -"'o;r.e··rt,i:-n- p oli t...ic <=> l ?.n cl relirious rebel lion ~.-·- j_nst 

!1·..,ets in ethe 1 , l"'il<'·a1 , e n0 (..Te richo (2 K. 2 : 3 -lR; 4 : 38:ff. ) and 

b,. :-er. o,,-,..,eo "1en ...,ecrab, -f"oun<'l.er of' the '1.echa.)i tes vko, like the 

.,.azirites (c "". -~iirri . r.; : 2~.r .), advocater ;> re11trn to the olt life i n the 

-'l +• H veser1.1 . r;:'hese , toc·et1 er \·i:lth "::l ishn, succeeded i n overthro\lin-e 

(-ora ::- ( PF2- 0 ?2 - • c. ) in a blooc'lv revolutio"'1 , v~ ic: cost tl e lives 

* __ ri lK. 1 0 : in, ':!:li.j ah find s Blis'ha plouo·hin,... behin<'I the t\·.rel:fth ~roke 
of exen -- ""'ic '"'I seems to indicate tha t he \:as a r ather \':ell- to-
d o T'ci.rr·er . 

*"~ r-orc·enst.e!Il, Oldest Document of the rexateucr , p . 116 -- " Th i s re
f'or}'l'\l='tion tool-: "!Jlac e in ?42 :J. C. 11 r.:.. roelsc1"er, .Die Profeten, S~-:rs 
tha t the Rechabi te life r1as t.he nomac ic J.:i.fe which a.lso bec arre 
treir relio·ious ideal . They 1" a ted the Canaanite culture , the 
class fistinctions, the social i njustice, t he cmspotism a nd l ux
urv of the (louse of' Omri . J'}-lere~ore, they a0voca ted c- return to 
th9 sirrnle li -Pe of the a ese2't . TI"'I eir relio-ioti s ref'orr.-a.t5.oY'I at this 
time tool-: tre T'o~1 \ih i.ch we f'5.:rC1 in th e ~ook of' t11 e Covenant (Ex. 
21- 23 ) . 



o'f' the l:inP" enc' i-.is f:-t.nilv anC' ever~r adherent t.o the ja~ l cult 

( 2K. l3 : l 0 - 27 ) . tTeh, the choic e of t h e " ahvists , sncceec'ied to 

the t.rro"e of Israel ( 0Lt2- n14 ;-> . C. ) . I t c a.,., t~1· s be seen 

"')rec•r · · n0 .:. t '"2.S not unt.il t '1 e ·-,rosnerous re ir ·n of Jereboam II .. 
(?Ql - 7/.0 " . <"; .) tl'"'"'t Anos Ca.J"'1e f'ortr to c.enounce t!'le evils sirni -

lar to t' ose · .·.,::..c 1., Pcco--1· :"liec t'ie e2.ce ?n C secnritv o'f' Solomon ' s 

find -·~>~·1:> 1 s reir·ns - - OY'ression , cor"'untion , comnlacenc: . For , 

·;hen P.J os "?"'e<:'.ref u .. .., on tfie s c ene , tre aris ~ocrac~r he:-.a <"lread~r 

C:u er• t '2 · --.:- es vj t 1• their coriception of.' the Yorn Yahi ·eh -- a 

!P:"'c;~J. :··1 ·1.er over _l l the nations of' the \"Orlc and '\~c:>h\leh him-

self' · 011Jf be t• eir on.:1v r;.oc" . '.T'h is enableri the u -::>er cl?..sse s to 

Pi vert ·t,l e ; inr's of the "1eo·11e -from tl'i eir ·)oor lot; anc , e.t tr e 

s"--e t.i:i:e , lr· ("·ivinrr" t ' , e un<lernriviler-ed r.c.sFes a r op e of' f'utnre 

aRc enc='<:'nc .. --.n<'l ,.·oninion over otrers , the~' coll.ld enck :re the onnres-

sion oL' the r" 1in,... c:iristocrac··. 

u·11s ev~r· "°tr i:n,r· ;;as in rea • iness for A:r.os ' aennnciatorv mes -

s er-e oT' f'oorri iri the c ourtyard of' the TeMple on the l ast cair of the 

Asif fest:i.va.J. in the vear 7~1 B.c. 21* 

f.i $' 5 b J!tl 4 I 2 n 2 
2

Pf sf 7 $ ·~ 



-~0-

Cha::>ter VIII 

Intro(luction to the ~iFhth Century Pronhets 

Be-."ore ':"' c ons:iJer t'1e nronretic careers of A.mos and t~e 

other ej.~·hth C0'1.t ir•- n ro....,hets , it Pon1c1 be '·ell .-:-or us to un

de:::-$ t~ ·-i.a . o~ :ethin"'· of the . istoric e_l backr·rouna in · -1.., ich the>

ljvec'l 

7r2 ~. ~ . , Ass~-ria s ta:bted on et .. ,,eriof of: c~ecJ.ine LUl-

til tl·e ,.e r 7.c f. , \'·11e11 the f ortunes of Assyria under 7ic·lath-

J iJ.eser I!:J, ·cool; fl. tnr:ri for the better . The inc rease i n nres

t::.,,·e t i·f i nitiated , .. ?s c onti n ter1 h;r Shfllneneser V (727- 7 22 ), Sa.r -

'O'"' (?· 2 - '7 rl.C:- , ~nc' ':ennacherib (? OS on) . 

I:' t' e n -.. i~c of flecJine, tre k i ngclor.1s of I src.el .s_nfl .. - uc<h 

· · ·~,.e :- le t.o ns e:rt t:-ernsel ves . ~ll' s , l1n0.er tTereboam II (?Rl -

7('L, o:"' Ir ..... -.~1 ar'. c" --zzia'h (? P0- 737) of tTnrah) ")Ov;er and "")ros'?erit;r 

c2 e to these t · ·o P~ lestinian states . An aC'cea factor ':h ie! ei id

ec t.1 e 1":i f=e o-"' Jue.-· aT<" Israel y1as the f'ri c t th<lt De> masc us, to 

·;.,· e north , h-c" ·)ee:1 c rush ea b~r Ass vric> before tr e hen-irt.ninr- of the 

e i --·h-;:.r centpr·r. '.:'he ref' ore, v:hen Assvri<=ln . ..., o, 'er <lid <'1ecl i ne, Den 

e.SC" s c 011la not 2. s~e :r-t its elf as cuickl:r a s tli e t,··o -r-ebr?.ic k i:-in"

c ons . Left thus unnolested , c.TuclaJ" anc'l Israel enj oved luxnr:v, cor:_

!)l a c enc:v , ''mr· soci<l irresponsibj_lity. As 'i result , socicil and 

S')irirn8 l r·e J.c>,c inst~ents ensued , w: ich r?..ve Aros the o··n ortunity 

to ex'iress his loftv r·or~l insil='"hts. 

I°O' ·ever, such -r)ros~erit:r cic not 1 "'st for lon.?', :for \'!hen 

s~rria ana Por thern Israel c lliec vri th one <:>nother in 734 3 . C. to 

r;ci.r ao-""inst Ahaz of .. Tu~c-h , the 1--tter rnae t.he f'F.tcJ. Mistake of 

seekin~· Ass;vri?. ' s ? i o . Thus , '''he~ <J:'irrle.th- P:i.leser III interfered 

for ,Tndeh C1nn nef'eateCI /1er t\''O enemies , not onl~r , .. ere Israel ~nd 
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S•<ria sn11jec t to the 10Y1er of Assyria 1m t a lso .Tn C.:>h hencef or th 

\'as <' vesse l to t1F.t :fore::i,..·n "a i d " . I s r a e l <'.<"'rec' to revolt n n -

c'e::c - os1"e- but s~ e .. "<.~ crt·s~·ec , on c e znc ::'or cJ. l , b y Sn r o;on i n 

721 ..... . c . S'='rr·on ~ollo· ··e(l up this vic t or;r 1)y t he Sl'b j ug a t ion of 

Philistine c it.ies, leav i ~,.,. only <Tn02h lm1iRrried . 

~ 0 1 ·eve r , · ·:1en Sennach erib succee<i e c Sare-on in 7 0!5 , ?abylonian 

po· ·er, un -er : ero<"ae h - -iala0an , was b eg i nnini::- to r i se . ':.'he l;:;.tter 

ru.10 '·este:..~:1 n:o~1e .... , incluc i ng --i:> zeki ah of' Juc::>h , thou".":'"1-\"l:. th-=-.. t 

1-ere · · ·~ F ·T o "'Ortnne ·i,iffe to ric thertsel v es of Ass~rri<"n <l o1::ina-

t.ion . 

c.J?':)].ete c"e tn:i::.c 1...:.on ·~y t• e As.;~·r i?n • or 0e s . 

':.J•iis , , .. ~ 1''"' Ve tr· cec br:Le:fl y the · ·istory of' I s rael and J ud? h 

-rror. 7""2 to 701, , ·1··ic'1 includes t h e re ic n s of' J ereb oa m II, Pek!ah, 

and : o~r.e o-"' Israel , anC .. of Uzzi ah , J ot hru1 , Ahaz, a.rd ; e z ekiah 

of Jud&'!'l ., At this ti' e , t oo , Amos , Posea , en c) I sai a.h f lourished : 

• The source for this chapter comes from Dr. :lllBnk's Bible II notes. 
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Chapter IX 

Amos 

Amos \ns a sout h ern er :fr om the v i , lage of Te. :oa. ( 1 : l) , a 

few miles s out h of' J e rusa lem. Pa rt or the year he wa s a dr esser 

of s•rc ~more trees (' ·f> ich b r ouc-ht f'o r t1" :food eaten mostly hv t1ie 

""Joor)· t>~ c:l r~st of' t h e vea r he \'<ts a shepher d . Thus , Ar:os nas 

o:' a h1l.~1lle economi c "'-nd s oc i a l s t a tus . ·is kno•·:led~e ,·1as l imit-

ed to ··-·· e "'..lrr ent ' -no' ·l ee ·e o..:o t'li. e l ::ma . In s ucJ'a an environnent , 

.::..r nc ':·( ""i"'1J.e 0 ) or t uni t v T'or r e:.'lect ive t h oucrht for intros~ec -

t i on er"'itat.ion over s oleT"'!n t..'"' i n r.;s . I "' \.'::')S v erv na tur'll tha t 

i1e s· 011lc · · ve aev~lo;ed R )S~ rch ic personali t y , s u·J,i ect to ha.l ln-

cir?.-ions c- 1r v isions , ·wr'1ene0 · ·i th "" :'e elino- o f he::i~rr r es '""'ons-

i '.) i J.it to Y)re.,,_c· t.1"~ ·.•orr"' of ..... 0 0 to -"is ne o....,le - - to :"'eel t '=It 

s t ro .. ··- -~~ ' i e r·r~ .;,": A..nd 1e cnrmrehencled Ge r ' s ')urnose : " Loc11sts 

.-·rieve s ?t th is t ro11,...ht "lnd ':"ll e.::><'is f or Israel ~ a"1c "~ r.'.:eh he a r k-

e~e~ to ~ is o le0 Qntl relente~ . (7 :1- 3) 

i t Me-nt t 11e c'1estruction oT' manki nd ; anCI acain he nle;:ic"ls f'or ".!or' s 

nerc"; ::i..110 "!or h ear1~ens . (7 :4- f'.') 

And then a :fer: r:~eJt: s l :."l ter, tov1ci r c, the enr of' snr1Mer ... h e n 

t he f'oor"' 

on the word 

ri'Y)e , "1 e sees <" ix:.f:ket o"" ""lU:r.ier - ·I".,...,., i t ; ~:~c. , 1n nnin,.,. 

\• r~ Amos "'JCrc e ives th2.t t he SPT'.lf"er :':'ritit .riean t h e 

e:nc" o.t" Isr::i eJ_ . v .::.11 ·re'.., "'il J. not ')fl.SS over t (le tr-:.ns;"'ressions o'f 
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( P. : 1 - 3) 

l..J Ir Me[lninc a ·1J."mb- line, r'oes Anos --iun , 

·or e over, ' e conr.ects the 1~:-0 

te:"'> .... ets suc'1 a vi~i <n to raer.n t • ·'t Is1---.e1 1 s -. "c:llls ~.re ont of 

nlurnb · ·~' '=H 

. ·ill S"j.te 'estro~r 

" the h :i.·--h- 1. ces o;' Isci- c ""'.nr, the sqnc tn2.ries o:f.' I srael." (? :? -~) 

:.-·1 ot· "r · ·orr s , i'Ylstea<'l o~ a mes ~("·e of ho"Je , _\r:;os brinc·s 

tot: e "'~011 ... not11 :i·-ir· ·~\.11:. a me. sfl-e of' <'looJ'T1 enc" exile to ~ nlace 

:::co. \"' ic: Israe) ' f O"'!ce, j_·:i the r.,-:st-nt ·1ast , cone ; tha t is , 

It is t rue i:.h"'.t the Prch- ener:ti.es i'f: 

(J. :3- 2 : f' ).3tit1 

ji_~st eCr":"'-9 :::: ·ael has c S eci-1 , COVenana t P.l real t ionsl' i --·i th 

Cn t'"'e co•1trari· , in sni te o:f' 81 l tl~ e S""crif'i ces Isr c.el 

13- 1 '; : • : .:i.r ,1? ,1° - ·::7 ; 0 :11- o : R) b ecause of his O"·Tl social sins 

( 2 : .:; - 1:::::: ,c; : l0- 1 G: P : Ll- 0) . MJ!e Von -,.2hv;eh is a c'a:c not o-:" re; oic 

i~ ( f. : l~, 17 . , bnt of' er loom. 'The onl·· '"ia~r ont is to ''seek me and 

live" ( s :4 - r.; ) -- "hate evil ;:mf love 
II 

·ooc (S : l5,l-1) . 

A . , 
maz J. ri , , fnnc t :i.on:i.n..,. f'o r (Tereboan II as the chief' :;>riest at 

the -;ethel s~nct11?.r-r , :i. s nr o11t to o:ff'er nn s a cri:Pices in e::-..~ia-

t ion o-:" Isra el ' s s i ns , ..-rtien he he~.rs Arrios ' J_-st, •,·;ora.s . "leJ.ieviilP' 
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'him to 'be ~- member of' a , .. ,, ilci o:f ecst<l.t:i.c , "'1ro:fession::>...l ")ro-

·1ut AP'!o::- 1~ot.ests th~t lie is "10t snch a nro"">het , but merel;r e. 

simnlc f" ··~s~P.r of' i::;rc .... .mo:re t rees · !h oM r•or: chose to nro "'lhec y t o 

=,1·s, beF"i,..~es his nessa,.,.e o·-:- c'oon , Amos -·as th e ·'"' i rst t o 

vir t•e ... - - soc~ l ·hp+~ :ic e o-:= rJ.l . Anc,, if:' an:rone foes ..,ot 

no matter i.''ho he mr:r be - - eve:ri 

I f' ~eJ., ·is s"ec · ~1 c>oice ~;1on< .. "'11 t,,._e na-.:. ions (3 : 2 ; c f . 9 : 7) 

Thns , at the s· r e t i · e thflt "..r.os i s 

• 1nivers~ :i is ... i c .; 1 '"' i.s soci 1 - ~ns-'-:i.ce mess.s..- ·e (~ :7), h e mP..n i ::'ests 

a .,.,:--·i.,:i.ct :i • .,....:i.s t :ic ·10" e :i.n t'1~t he exRc ts r:ore of' I srael bec a.use 

• Amos noes 

'" ? · ·.rby. As 
doom ,.,a s 

':'he 

nof-ask \'1h ir Israel wP.~s ·rr0~.-5 -c-hosen _o.:iie;--c-onsc-io1 \s -choice 
c o.ri1es , 1 i 'Ch. "J:zekiel e..na :')~utero- Isaiah '":n o F':'ive t h e r ea son 

for Anos , he ,·.«1s not c omellea to ~·ive an ~nswer until t he 
l if'tefl . 
son.:i:-ce f'or this ch ~ 'Jter is Dr . 1porc-enstern 1 s i'3ible I notes. 
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Cha.pter X 

soc ia.J. · nst ice ..,,.....,,_ i nst t '1e ~estrn.ctive ""'orces of ~aaJ.isn. 

o·r- :;:s:-)."', 1.:i.·rj·"'· 11 j_-;, t1""e (1::"> --s o:f: TTzzi el ... , Jotha:r1, Ahaz, "'.nC :i:ez-

e.nf · ·itneR.c-eo -· · e tro,,":)lonP rei--·ns o:"' ~ ·enaheri anc'I Pekahiah ( t ill 

c . 734 • r~ . ) ., 

·--ris unCer t:-9 -... ·1le o.L' Ti ... ·lath- Pileser of As :,:rri e.. . I t t .h t· s see1:'!S 

T'.r.is , . ...,£ -: 'r"le:rion. of' l i=t\'!l essness (4 : 2 ; F> : l; 7 : 1) , :?OliticP.l 

::in::-rc .v (7 : 0 · o : ~ ) , -:-.nc irres"Jonsi ble r eli..,.iou s anc )Olitica.l 

l eaf,ers (~- : 0f : S :l~ o : lfi ) . ~einc· P .,..e s iden t of no:r-t~ern Israel 

and not :i. v i s i tor like <\mos , tTosea, as a distinq-uis 11ed citize'l 

h :l.m of :rsrael ' s inT"ic"eli t ;v a n C' in1'i·ff'erence to Yahweh 1 s love. l-"e 

conceive(! of' Isr2~ ~s an nn.t':-"'.\ itr·f'.'nl i • .'if'e · iho forsook her true hus-

ban<'l , vahweh , anc1 ' 'ent a :fter other ob._i ects of' her aff'ecti ons. 

Therefore, rosea holds ont for I srael nothin..c- bnt aoom, unl ess his 

peo'!)le re'lent and ret,urn f'rom their evil wRys Md their long in

,r-ratitue to ~oc1 . Fosea , in f a c t , s e ems to :reel that deliverance is 
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Fo r11.1ch is Israel steeT)ed. :in the habit of: sin-

r.!or'l ' s o!"'_~·d )Ot.~n.ce , i-., •-osP.::t , i s not stre ssed. so Much ~.s it j_s 

in .\r::o$ . : ·o·"'eover , r-osea 1 s ~or'l :i.s rot as univers~ list.ic a s Araos 

it n:"'-<>~ct.s Is:r eJ. . 'he other :;,1"'.:-ions s.re considered onl:r ro<'is of' 

·d'ro re t'il .. as )~~sonn.l reli ·ion -- mcrql -::~ it-h:f'ulness - - ::-.:1c not 

.~1o~·~e-.. cl' :-~:ion o:f the ""lO Or - - :- sn.o\:esm2;1 _..,or the o·;:,- ressed 

")e"'s~·1ts -- ii=. - j_c '-. . ~-:i .. s r·a:C.e is very c' i :''"''icult to ascert_.::_in . 

SOi e (e .. ·• ~ --0\ -..,_cl·, sav ·vhat he lived in riost- e ilic tirr.es , \ ·hen the 

re;"'Yla:'lt :i_n P l,:!st i ne (cf . C, : " -lr.; ; 7 : 1 - 6 , '7- 20 are v erses "'l1 i ch , ·L.h ~y 

bel:eve, res-:.r·bJ.e Ps~1~ le- ,14 , i::;p; Isc- . F-6 : 1.1 - 1:'"7 :1; S"' : l - J.Fe.. , y:!-\ich 

h·'ve rP.·r~rences to evil ,Tens i.iho act Ar>·a inst t11eir °' 'l- :felloY: _ .. Te ·:s on 

0~:1.-.::..::: o"' ·t-- e Y'ori ta ryersecntors . Thev bel ieve that the enem:.' re

='ere0 to is not - a~"'J~ rlonia but r ather the BC!omites . 22 ) 

Others, l i lre Chevne and .Barton, ulace J':i.cal; flur iP..(' the r eign of: 

L...fa:;iasseh (c . P:.FO "'3 . C. ), 23 nt ... _,...,ont the ti~e when 1)euterono~r yrf18 

beinc· v-ritten (c f . e:) :l-8 , 0 - 16; 7 :1-n, \!h ich are in a rhetoric<=>..J., 

Deuteronomic tone ). The;r s a• · that f'icah , like D, a S"''lTI'OEtthizer i·:i th 

t he iden.ls of the p·reat ei,r.-hth- c ent11ry pro )hets , uas driver into 

hif"lin,... 'hec "'use of' the t~rr.,nnical 2.ttit11~e of: the '< i nc- , e.nn h a f to 

write in secret. 

:·o,·rever, the Internation ""l 8ritic::\l Cornrnent ary2 4 mor e carrectly 

* -qe:ferences to ,Tudah- and -to the f 'utnre 1:assiani c h op e for Is!"'a el 
a re probc-hlv l·•·ter , seconClarv ac'ld i t ions. 
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dc.tes I 'icR ., ~ter t he Svro- !nhr a i mitic Y/Fl.r in 734, in the rein-ns 

of Ar ;:i.z ~ma - e-::e 1'ia,,, of' .Tn<'lah . Therefore , l : 2 - q re~ers to the ;:i-,_ 

nro~ c;.. i ni:r ~estr11c\,:i on of' S"'.f1aria ?..:~0 tel, s o-'" tl-\e co'1S9,.. Pent ..=- .,,n 

c-er to .Ternsnl er ; "'or ~~i. cah himself' livec in an nne·Do:;ec'! tO\.n , 

: ·ores ~ et'· , rnJ.,- ahOl t ..t:>i-Pt~- uiles .L"ron cTeri•salerr.. In srort, r·icah 

"10rtr ··r- to 11f' t" os e i:roubl ons times f r or- 721-701 ~. c., v;h.en the 

Ass·r->i ' .., · orAe s ··rere }i<=i rassina the inha" itants of Pr lestine; end 

fro. 1"l i 8 o r r, s · ·e rierive ,., "Jic tnre o-J: how the death- stru,.,.<·l~ in 

northe::..,n :--~·r~ el af.:"'ecte<'l a citizen of' Jnflc.•h 1.i ke J"icAh . '1l e see 

3 ·ior· -rter 721 -- fron 715 - 701 - - \'the'"'. Jud<-h ·.:n.s \'!ell-

ni ·h rent assu..Ylfer 1r · '"' lots c:.nr ,-~ounter-nJ.ots of -..,ro- AssvriPn c.ix: 

u r o- -; · '--,~ -· "1 ) .,... t i e s in .Tnr'lah tmder ~ TezeJ:i?.h . r'icqh m'"'k es us 

re.,lize t.., -. t ,J·· ("ah i f' O"'l the f'o n - s:·r2.oe , torn bet; ·een c>llerr i 2.:nce 

t o Ass . .,.:. or o -:::~mt . It ~-s p, ~eriod of' rule · y 2 ce,,.ener<?te 

c or-.:.e r c i ""l "';,."' is-' ocr<" c ·· -- of h1XUr~~- Mc- int ulr-ence , c·reeCI a~C: 

t'rr n!'v , -· n i 1· st~ ce n o·Y1ression o f -tre _-i oo7" '"'e;-,s~nt anc1 ,.,.a'3e

e~rner (~ : 1 - 2 ) - - · ·rien '.'iiflows -::r..r.d or'"">hans are ev5 .. ctec1 f rom their 

c or es (~ : 11; 2 : 2 , 9 ) 2.nc Dr iests ana nronhets cater to the rich a:1d 

b:-o,.·- oe"t t,_,e ioor (3 : f>ff . ,11) . The T)eople a r e so blind ~-.h~t the:v 

beli eve Vc>h '!eh ... i ll n ot leave t :rnn in s ) i te of' t> eir corruntion. 

Only sac r :i:"'ices are needed , the believe, ·t,o <'-DDeRse Pis awer. 

"Jut i 'ic ~h cRr·' ies on the no'--le herita,,.e hanr''ed do'.·m to hi:i:! 

b,- A1'11os ..... n0 Pose0 , a:ic a f' "irms rmre ethic"l r-1onotheism as aqoainst 

the e'rils of the :J,.'\al i stic "civ:5..lization ." Ii' tl~e ethicr.l c><"r-

2.cter o-:" vahweh is not emula ted, the11 !·"ic,q,h a too, envisions no

thinC" h11t '">nnisrMent ' nC doom. I t '.i.ll not RVC!.il the v~sted in

terests to c ".st over their sins t:1e cloak of reliP"ion. Total de-
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struction is i nevit )le . S -:l vation 1:-v onl:r in the re<"er11'.)tion 

07' the . ii n le , countr:r- :fol:.:: , y;ho alone knO\"' Yr-:neh ' s 1aths of: 

soci 1 j us ic e ~ 

* "Snc~rc . -ji · . , i·osea , n ·) . 211Pf'. 
r . c . c . , J·oser-i , P. CXIr-CDC:tii . 
I . c . c . , ! 'icr>h , nn . 1'7- 2n . 
!mcyc . 3i b . , I'ic ::"th, '!'P . 3072-3074. 
(~1ese :re .... "'1e sonrces :f.or tl1is ch?...,ter.) 



Charyter XI 

_rsai "lh (l-3~) 

I so.i --:.h r·ive s ei.""'J <s i s t 0 snc~ e. "defe2t j.st11 1olic~/ in the 

intern~tio1Y'l af+'c.i:cs of' .. Tuda h - - not 1-iec ~.t1 s e o{' his ) olj_tic nl 

i rs :'..r·, t , bi''t "'-:c use l"e is i n evita b ly Clriven to such .?. conclu

s ion h r-; so:1 o:f :1 is c n e e· tion of ::.n<'i unsvrerving f'a i tri j_n the 

etJ ic 

I s a i nh ' s n.:.nistr -- cov ~rs 'i h e p erioa ~ror a 011_t 740 to 2.bot·t 

?()f' -- .r~ . , ·hen I sr""el ''U S tor n 1.na:rt b y civil vrar, uhen a Sy ro-

-: !"-:r-- i ' "· :::.c lJ. i·ric :; ··:\s m~.re ·r· i nst J·iaal· in 7~4 , ··· en 8 9.rea:ria 

:.,_en Pc::.l~st i~1i2n ..:-enemd e.nc i e s r evol tea 

. .\;;s~-ri ,. r1· J. ~ · :f'ter tre fl enth of S:J.r:·on (? OF ), cJ10 ·h en, P.s a 

: sai " ' " ' s ':'.'J"'O'l)hec ies , d eal i Tlf· '·ri t h 0efini t e nolitic ;:ol nrob-

l a!'"s , a r e 0 ivifl ed i nt,o t wo g r oups corre s·1ondin'"" to t ' 'O r'lomentous 

occurre~ces i1~ "'vr e '1ist or v of Jru dah . One is t he S~rro-E"1hrair.tl tic 

a lli "'nce .,,, ,..,.e i nst tTud.811 i n 73 .-=- ; tr e other is Sennacherib ' s c .·m-

end OJ': h:i.s r :.n i strv •'"as the s"'Jne ~ s at the beainnin<?; - - one of 

compl ete c:'le:f.'et"ti sn : t h"' t <Tnc=<.._,;, is doomea :5.J': it 1'1 oes not !'l?ce 

absolute :t., i t,11 onl~r in 1or ~ n0 not in htlI!l""n y.>rec .?utions or 

mataria l defenc e s (lP :1 - 6 ; 22 : 8-11) a8'a.inst t~~ hrnta l :force o'f 



Ass~r:::.•i.., , ·~ u lly h<c:.tec" r·~c1 d oomed b:- <;01: "or destr u ction . i:::1anters 

seven nc" ei .. ht ex-:>ress hi s vie; ·s in con ..... ec cio·' ·,;;;. ti1 the 734 event . 

17 : 1 - 11 (cnittin< vv. 7 , 8 ); 7 :4 , ~b-8 :6a ,7a(a) 1 , 8 e;{"Jress Isaish ' s 

viei;; t, at J:1~.:?.h r.iUst rernr in p eaceful a n(' not an S\ver f or ce with ~"orce . 

But Is~i h did not oelieve tha t the ~eo!>le · ·ould 'IBv e su""f'i cient :faith 

to aclopt this plan of procedure; ana., therefor e , kn owi ng t hat they 

ioe o·" 7n1, ex ··Ess ·l,1 e r""'T'1e con:f'itenc e in :re· e!lt<:"".nce anc" :"', ith, 

20 :1-7.:.· :- 1:J.,3 :re:f~r to Eg~rpt i n \':horn the "Jeonle ''11"".ce their 

'"·ors es of .,...,, ._ " II v . ~· ·:- s 

·.:""s 2. '' reJ.i r·iotis ree.list" niho kne\ · t at the 'Jeo"'l e \ ·ou1f suf:Per 

because o-"' .... ,., eir tinr:i .... ·hteonsness <='2"'0 lac k ot fP.i th . Tbe ")-:ory]_e 
the 

r::ti.st rene~1t ";.1f' return '· o r!od -- they r-t.·.st l)ric""e/clrsn bet1·;e"!n 

their o,·r:n i M')nrit:r <-'.nd f"orl.fs 11615.riess , if t1"ey ·:ish to be sewe r: . 

Other· 5.~P. , -r 'h e .. rorn vrr· · a1~ ' ·ill be that Cl.2.~r yrhen r oe' '·-ill h:i.nself' 

1··.nc , P- lnst:i.ne , 2: c t.11e ie onle, I srae l , c oulc1 once ~!";"c- in f"\ecoJT'e 

l'mly, even ~s ~o<"" is 1101·· , e.nC' just E' S Ist".i eth hims elf ,·.-as T)ti.ri :Pied 

in tre cons ecr Ption visi on of ch-~ter ~ ix . 
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ni-.us, :i:~.--ic-:.h ' s i re:-- o-i!' Koa.esh- -- hol:-".ness -- ri=i.s et,l· ic.J. , r"".~:,'··~r 

trc>:> ::'i-ti..·rl , i ri1lic<.t i.o:,s (f:li:::.~ J. : 4 ,10 -17) . ::'or this re?..son, Ass;r

rici h:rsel:I: is "oorr.eo becP1Jse of: her on1 brute -force and unrestre.in-

r.etec"' n11·', t.he S"li1':! _'nnis."ment (l: ... 1 -- <? cit·:- once f'rdth:?nl is :;,10'.·· 

fe lJ.e·,. 0 ~o~· h·v e ~cte~ contrar ·to IsRiRh 1 s i~ ea of ~ivine holi-

P.ess . - O.,.._ 0.. "' ,• ,..., • • .,_ , · S • -Lc.o .. .; ~· 
n. I,, •• ~ • •:> .•. "' I ~:i.( not · el j.eve, 2.s t"1--e neo-...,le c·ir-, 

tior· !') 1 .... , .... -:., • ~r e --:~··oi.nced t: e restr11ction of ':ion -:-""c its 

--r~r- t'·e e ·"'·.:-icac · of tr~ i:-0 c ri:f'ici~l cult . 

-, .. t, (~· ( ~ .... :::.. · h- v e n"· :f'1·ture hoDe ? The nrr e of l'lis son 

? l e' )JC "°' - - in J.0 : ~.1-~3 ma"· r· ive ns a }"')Ositive answer; but it is 

"" -1oss · i.7:. se .... s to reJ er t.o r--. rer·:n :nt ··ho ;,··ilJ. be left ..., :f'ter tl;.e 

festr'"c···ion - - ,.1-0 ·· ·ill r9 "'ent the:i-. -- ~n("' not to tr ose , .. ho live before 

t'·e r"er.:t.:i..--uc .... ion . On the otJ-ier h'lnr , 8 : ln re:fers to ?. seali~ 1.'"J of 

t 1.,e testi:-:o:Y 2ror:.-· Ise i<h ' s f'isci "")les -_··r ~.ch seems to sn("'·-·est 

t '-'at · .... here , -:i.lJ. be a -f"11 tnre . Vo;;1ev er , Is<'liaJ1 ma~r 'Pc. \re uttered t?.,ese 

,··ords T"'""'reJ.7· F>s conso l ation after tre rlo1·· 0oes r"~ll (c f' . 21 : 5 ) . It 

is tri:e that t"'ere a.re c ... rtain 'JPSSP..~:es (0 :1- 6; J.J.:1- 10; 32 : 1 - 8; ]7 : 

12- l Li ; lP:l- 7; 2 :1- 4) dij.ch a re ex.· lteci in conceDtion, nro0'hetic in 

ch<racter, an.fl Vessianic in hone . "Jut they e.re 'Y'Ot !sai~nic . They 

e.re 9ost- exilic , escha.toloo·ica1 eX')ressions of' nation~.lisrn or parti-
• ;. 

cularism (cf' . Chr . 24- 27 - - Dicture of' v10rl0- .:PdP'ment -- ,,.,,ic J: a11e 

very late) . 

Thus , IsRich is .s. s ,.., iritnal re-,list, flef"e~.tist in his p olitica1 
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a tti tude, hol ( in.-:- out no :fr:ture ho '"' e 1)nt rather i11evi t Pble <'loom 

a s )t1.nis,,.Te'Ylt -Por the neo9le ' s ~lindness i n not seein.O' their sins 

" t . . _,.. . "'4:o h " 11 ,_ 1 * ar,r r e Ur11:-.n0·, n11r1 •1ea,"' r..oa •s et ice. v 1• 0 :r ,,r"lys . 

* Tre soti.r•ces for this section on Isaiah (1- 39) a re der ived f'rom Dr. 
I3lan.1< 1 s i ible II notes and ~-. 131..lttenwieser, Pronhets of Israel, pp. 
254- 2%. Also : Camb. , Isaiah (l-3P) pp . LXXViii- LXXiX; 
I .c.c., Isa:i.ah, I, 1-3!=1 ; Encyc . db ., Isa i llh , 'OT) . 2 1P4- 22074 
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Chanter XII 

J eremiah 

-<'luencec~ -t..1.,e e ir.·hth c ent urv Dronrets to c1:"J rtp ion Yahueh c-.nc1 Fis 

c"esert m:i sh ...,,,_t o·" s <l>c i n l instic e ar-einst t~"l e onslaup-J-ts o-f 

1'eathen, .,..istocrc=>.t.ic --:-"'lli sm so it ·re.s throu.r-h the Deu.teronomic 

strt''"· rrJ.<=? ··:=is b.,..ow-·ht ,,.')ori t h e c enter o.c t h e s c ene (,J er. 2 : 2,23; 

7 . o . " · 1 1' · . ' . . . ' 11 : 1~; c~. 3 :24 ; 11 :17; 12 : 16; 19 : 5 ; 23 :13 ; 32 : 35; &nd 

nt . ? : J.- ~ , 2f' : J...., : 2 - 4 , 20 : 20 : 1?;- J.P; 31:16 ; 2~ : 14; 30 : lf>,J.?; c ::. 

J.K. 0
: · ,r..,"; 2 K. 17 :7,o , 1~ , 20 , 3r; , 27) ; an<'! it was not lonO" bef'ore 

,Tosi · ::ir( 1- ir n"'11 teron oP1ic ·1ro1)h ets top·ether wi t h ,Teremiri.h r•ere 

'"'1 · C'- 1r 0...., 2£'.. • 
r ..... • - -. ' ·t.. ' - ' 

23 ; 2~ ; 24 : 3 - 4 ; cf'. Dt. 17 : 1 9 1 20) in ne~lectinrr the 

"oor 8: r ·:-11e rieea,· (th"" t is , 11 t1~ e left v:inP- o:f tre Dro"")er ty clc>.ss, 

or tJ-ie ~)/<"-)) PT 11 25 -- ,Jer . 22 :15,16 ) . 

;r~rerni:::"h, tl"e J"'ost C'!utobio,..·ranhic a l of the n ronl:.ets - - 2. -per

so:ricli"":.~ · i'1 ··"?-.or· t'"'.e inrer stru r·le of' t '-.e soul is vividl;r ·1or-

trc-.;"eCI -- y;,r:> s t°t'e son of r j_lk i ahu, a Driest in Anath oth, neor ,Jer-

usalePl. '"'}-lus , -::.1 e 011e~insc· verses o:f ,Jeremiah, thou...,.r ec"itor:i.aJ., 

a re ti.n ronbtedJ.:; c orrect . 

ris nerioa of Drophecy may be said to have occnrec :from 627-

Fi~6 'l . C. Tl1us, he rr.ust h?Ve lived as a c"hil0 unc,er tre evil J~n

asseh (506- h41 :i.e.), crroYm u:::> t:.J10 started propres~"ing under the 

inspiration of .Josiah (63~-609 ) find his :nenteronornic reform (621~.c. ), 

o.n<'l. vri tnessed t~~e tr:o c1enorte.tions "C>o ~hylon in 5'?r7 R!ln f'86 in 

the rei~ns of Jehoiachin (~97) and Zedekiah (597-~86). 
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t.•erei i-h ' s ...,.irst ·1eriof' of' ,,..,:roorec·· ··as 627- n22; he '·as 

the1
• sil ent tintil ~TosieJ" ,1ie0 in F.O:' . '.Zren ·"'ror fi()r _ r 04 "he re-

stl.P\er.., 1iE ")ro.,...,hetic c · reqr. ::-\1 r:i.n-· t'bis 1· tter ·1~rio<'l. t.Tere-

miah -:1re"!.chef' .,. ,...a inst t 1i e corrn?>t :kin'"· t.Tehoiakir , ris re'JeL.ious 

neo'11P- · '"' "e.,i ct.ea the \rnrship o:: ""ahweh , anc" t1"'e .,...,riests v:l"o 

ha/1 i1'J j_c it t.rnst j:., t··e inviole _, i1ity of' the Terrnl e . j;'or 

Jerer'ifl"', too , · · "' s a 0e:f·'e"'..tist "")ro·)riet , on1osinp· snc J· a :')ronhet 

of f"1'CCesr: R.J1( () 'ltir.isr.i ?S n:~naniflh ben Azur (Jer. 2R ) . In 6CY.c , 

":i.o tatec1 to ....... rnch h i s 11ronhecies; but he ::md ris 
t , 

-liir.illii~· s: •P- h'"'t t<' ·"J.-?11 ecause (l~ their ae111 mciator :'.r Yiork . 

:-n F,..,7 'Te ' le" a0nezutr ·1nt do, ,n c revolt b;r J eh oiakim, enc 

the :1obl ~:=; -- "';i~ ~ristocr:J.tic ""32.al i rn -- ·.·t::re 0eportea to 

:ab~ ·] O..., • ........ Ol1 r~/l _ p.r7 .-eremi~r Y!<'.S "orce(I to l)e CiJ.ent b e -

c "f'e o" -:.1 
"" o csiti on of Jeroial:im. --:ut in S97 ris ·;ores ···ere 

t he sec o·y, (e·1orta:'· ion in f.P6 "3 . c. , he "as not held in 0is£'avor 

·e t tiec to 11reven t the '•eR!< e.nc v acillator:'' 

. ·o!:e; h1·t r lJ. , .. ~s in v <"- in . Anc'l e l th oii""·h '"ebuche.anezza.r ' s s i er'e 

of .1e ... use.le1 , ·!:)s J.i:f'19e d -1'.'or e. ·"hile , neverthe J.ess .Terer:riaJ-> din 

not th i11'-<: t •t t:h is '- ·ps nerrria.nent ( e sneciall;r since tre ·1obles l"ad 

c.cted so br8zenlv bv f'orcir# DeouJ.e bnck to ~laver~r -- ~rer. 34 : 8 , 8 ,17 718 

An( so, in f.P~ j . C. c..Te 'l1sc:lerr ... ::>s c ~"r\turea 8.J""C the ")eo:ple exiled 

to Babvlon (Jer. 3~ ) . '11J:-,e Pnc ,Ter eMi ah -- the 

pro- "laf:>~·lonic:m n"' rty - - \'1ere s ..,ar ed anr" l e :f.'t beh inc"; nnf they 

chose ~eaali?h AS ~1 eir leader (Jer . 3P :l0-14; 2K. 2F:22); but 

this \'as onl~r -Por c: short t i :-·e , f'or soon ther eat'ter I sh mael, of 

Davi die fescent , assassi nate0 qede.lia.h , ~..nrl sore of the f J1r.5:> 1"1 



notinces t hG S'T.£retistic "'~.F lis 1 v·hic'"t i::i:.ill ')rev "' ::'..ls ~ ~"'o"" 

+ 1~e "'")c o·-1 ~ i:r 2·- i te o:.."' <Tosi"'h ' s Deuteronomic r e:forr---.:>tion . r-r e re-

·?ore , - s ce e r3 no·1..·'·~·y· b ;.t r estrnction h:· a ~oe _,..ror tre north . 

t' e 

·::.ect r.: e ""~o '::i .. e ( '7 . 
1 

st o~ ... - ) • Cnl - "" .~ ...... 
.i.v 

OJ..,..,o.,...., .: ,... ~ 
- J....._"'") ... ' 

e~.rs . 

intros "lee+ i ve 

rrem 1le -=4-.(' its nuncti l ious i'mr sb i :,1 , ... ill i)ro

-:1 : r.:: , r; 2~ ), - ---oh .. ve f:=ile0 to Ji .. ve u·) to 

i ·1 '""'. ·- o~er1 ience to ~o0 1 s ··"ill , J.o;rRlt~r and 

s :=ive _, 2r:. ,. ... ,h~ re:"ore , renent,(2 : 1 2 ,- 22 ) , snb -

e.t t• ... e i( ea thc=:t rel i,..-~_on is :"l.!1 im·'2.r c thi:i.1 (31 : 30f~"' . ) -- a 

m:i.tter o-:: the self, of' one ' s str11r-,,le ,. 'i th bis o--m soul. .Teremia'b 

rne.:r sor.:et:i.nes '::>e ~ es")on0ent b ec<..nse the ....,eop le ~ re i 1.c i ::':fere:-·c to ris 

messa""e , but he reri·:-- ins c ot1rc:,P-e , h e n h e realizes tha t his messaP-e 

COT"eS f'ron r""o( . 'Yl"'on-:-h h e Ji7 1.st ")rOCl fl5m c oon:, ~., e 0oes it ·:"ith 

c:rea t reo-ret , rea.lizinr-· t h?.t h e e spe c i e ll:r, b ec <-1u s e o·t h i s naarness 

t o f'.!.or , F.!'JSt ") T'OCl"' i l · ris . ·or<" • 

7.here M"-'' 1)e r.; ome :f\1t.nre ho!'e in Jer .~rd.:-.h ' s '"'or e s . For in 

29 :1- 23 , he tel ls t i...t:? e·~iles , i n a lat ter , th~t their lot i s not a 
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nerm~-,ent 0'1e; i71 Shs . 3" <"nd 31 h8 rol c'l s ont 06 1e :for nor~hern 

Isr'l.e~. , "or t%1ene e: .iles hA.ve •"'.l re '"?.0.y nair the .,.,enc>.lt:r -ncl A.re 

!.""' ~ (~1 '"'or '"'est.or ti on; 2.:i( , :linc>l ; ·, in ·che consecr~tion vision 

eo .. Gn~;-;s ~ .. · .. -. c; ite o"' tr"' ""'hvsic "'.l ~nr1 rie·rit"'\l 

to ' 1iM o.S a ;-ec:nJ.t o-f "h 7 s '\:9en sans it.ivity to 

* Tre sources ..c-or tr it:: ch".nter a re : 
Dr. '1l ?nk ' s """': i b le II ?!Otes • 
Enc~rc . ~ i ) ., Jeremi:-ih , 'Y) . 23?.5 , 2390- 23q2; 
Camb . , J ererri.r-.h p . 3013 , "'? . Xff'.; 

su :"' "'erino-s '"""""--""" Ln .. v cor.e 

* soc :.-·J.. · .To:1crs . 



- 67-

Ch?."'">ter XIII 

Ezel':iel 

't"nis 1ro'I") et v1a s sain t o have been aMOnp- the nriests v1ho r1ent as 

exiles to ""'.ab;rlon in Fi°'? j . C. (2K. 24 ) . The no st probable date :for thi:. 

beFinninr of his nroph etic ca r eer , accordin~ to Dr. 3 lanlc , is contain

ed i-ri 1 : 2-- \·1!iic'l-i ~')laces h i m i n t11e f'if'th vear of ,Jehoiakim or 1)rob-
v • 

abl:r 80 --e"rs a:f'ter t1,e :)epteron omi c reform ( r.;21) . T::.i anv case, his 

""Jro:'.')''r=>c:i ep o.r- (""'est:""nction cir-ainst ,Ter usal ern (1- 24) and ao-ainst the f:'or~ 

. f' l ,.•t: ~'r•K-.~i 61'C. . 
eicn nat:i.011s ('?r - 32) 1Jerran in f"7, at the time of the i=?u99+ment o*' T"r-
' "'$. l- '2-f ~,.~rre~'")..e~ ~~ t. i !'\e o ~ J(ebv~""t\'4.&Z.""Z. .?l,... 's '""es-c"'"~ •F .J'•rus•~,.. 
l'"" Slom r - J ''>"' O' ca • I I : ; c"ia::1ters 2.c:; _;,2 \'Jere s :po 1<:en fron fZ-87 to fZ."5 , 

I\ 

Y '~,en t :,e e::d.l2s i~"I • ".b~rlon receiv e0 t he news of the c antnre 0)':' tTerusa-

lel"'. ·-. . -..- ,:::;. , 2.Jco 7 T-rre (ch . 2'-' ) haa s uhmitted after a sie_se of' thir
t-\.- t teen ·rearr- ( r'"'S- ;:"'72 '\ an0. after ,.. ~-ebuc}"ladnezzar ~ quieted Ecrypt in ., 

E68- !'"'? ( ~(°' • 1 r ?O ., T'h c.1ntil now , Eze 1: i el had been a l')reac1'er o-:" dest:.. . ... . ·- ' / . 
ructio"'l anr1 fe-,011...,ced tre sins of the u eonle-- the snn- worshiuers , sa-

crec :;>rost:i.t11tes , etc. Bnt f rom cha-:Jter 33 , '8z ek iel becoMes e. T)rouhet 

o~ re· abilitatio~ ano ~oue, qnd nlC'..ns the r estoration of Israel to Pal

estine i n t1--e ~"'-·t1 1re. Tti ese ) ronhecies (33- 4P) v1er e s nok en :f'ron f.Pf' tQ 

~72 ""' c * • • 

*FoY:ever, it v;o11 :i.0 be v1ell to mention that Dr. r . "tJutte!lwieser in hiS
'::".ne Charac_ter and Date of' Israel ' s Pronf1ecies, Hebr ew Pnion Coll eo:e 
Annual, Vol . VII (1030), :pp.1- 18, b elieves that 11·.:hen Ezekiel in cha!) . 
3 a.no i n cha"1 . 33 anc c.lso in chan . 24 states that in the interim be
tv1e en h is cail anrl t0e fal l of Jerrllsalem in f'8ffl . C. his mouth v1a s shut 
and fi e carrieo on no ~ro"1hetic activi t~r what ev er , h e is SiJ'T1!1l~r telling 
the truth , qn ite ohlivious to the f a c t,"\"1e · ma:r beli ev e, that he is 
g ivil1p' h imself ::i.way . The entire :f'irst part of h is boo!< , t'ha t i s, chaps . 
1-31 a re not r ea l ~)ronhecies bnt a r e onl~r disc;i.tised a s snch-- t hey are, 
\·!ithout exce"Jtion, vati_cinia "Jost eventnm. TI1ott,_q-h tlie :ioo~ of ~zekiel 
cannot he said to sh ov1 an~r of the eschatolo~ical notions of l a t e r apoc
al yrytic literatnre, and for this reason c annot be cla ssed as such", the 
metho<'i or a rt.if'ices e r.mlo·ced in i t, consT)i cnous ?J'f'lOn"'" ·which is the 
starire mi:rvrlinrY of :f<:'.c t a."1d f iction, a re t~"'ica11~,. the same ?..S char
acterize t!'e apocalyptic ,,,-riti nP·s . 11 (P? ) . •• (thus) "the entire book of 
Ezekiel was wr:i.tten some time af'ter the f all of Jerusalem in fi~6 ~.c. 
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1i:ze!".ie1 does not s ta110 very 'hin-}'l aP071:::r t}"le ;?rophets, due to 

his ancrn.larity o·i" character, his l ac !-: o:f orir:.-inality, end his em-

1)hasis o'!'l ritnal . 1-e h<'ts 8 coarseness of exnr'9ssion in 1- is realis-

C <=l."")s • .!lrL-1:<"", c~tai'l'linO" Eze 1-:;:iel ' s ritualistic lepislatj_on f'or the 
fnture :::src>.el, oo.e>.rs the (ate of the :fourteenth year af'ter the des
trnctiol! O'-:- .Terusalerri , 211<'1 tl"le brief snnplement to the ;.ironhecies 
c:.-·c:'..""'s·' :'"rre a·1~ $ j_c1on, cha::? . 2° : 1'7 -~J., dates from the six teenth 
:ree.r o·"' t'· e . arrie ~ve:rt , so that it seems saf'e to :::'ix on :70 a s the 
ternim L'¥~_q_·!fil}0 u Per°11er'1s the J11ost s t a r t linn- experience ••• is the 
rea1i 7..,·'·-"_o ...... :r .. t !:ze1·:iel nid not a ctti.aJ. l y a t a'Yly t irne before FR<?:i . c . 
-ore<"ict ·- ~-e "='all o-".' ~rernsaJ.~m, that only after that event had hap-
1e11e0 (1jf ,.,,_ 1""-::.Je out t11at he 11ad p ronhes:i.ea j_t. 11 (n p . 17f'. ) . For•, 
t e :-:it ":::1 ist.; c :i.e ..... :'..slatio"'l of chans . 40- L q is t he chief 0bj ect o:f the 
ooo·· : · ·· ~"'- ·-.erirc-,.,es is onl ,. :i.nt rocuctory or 1Jrelin i nar:v r·at erial-
es·-:iec =· :-ll~r ::- :i.'"Ce t::zc·-:i.el ' s viewnoint was t ha.t of a nriest concerned 
·~ri~r:..,.;l - it,1 ·:..,1-.e ,.,ef"'7"'le a"'.'1d its cult. So that i t is very lil<:el:' 
t1"c::,t be-"o:"'e ... ,.,,.. ... . r, . he , \':i th ot,hers believed that Yahweh cou l d not 
nossibl·- ) 0 r1·it the c'lestruction of t h e Temple . And a:f.'ter that c:1ate , he 
··rote "'S i .£> '-.e h'1.0 pronhesied destrllction c?Jld his proph ecies had come 
t.rue . · e "tol<'- ;ro l so" in his "Jook only after 586B. C. 

J . SMith , in h is Book of the ProDhet Ezekiel , has a different 
":Pinion. Fe believes that "Ezekiel was a North Israelite , and that 
t,...,e 3..-r"lf'nl 'Y" '1~.s ')ook y:as <'lirec ten to the i!orth Israel ite corrrnunit~r . " 
( :1 . "J.) . --e -,r-r1s tt t '"r-!at the boo;: is in the main a coITf")ilation o:f tv10 
sets o" o:--·-.cJ.es, tre :-n"' io-r:itv o~ \'!hich, h e considers , ef"l ... ".natea f'ron 
P~lest·" "!e ••• t11e r ec:actor ha.s ch osen to n-ive a. i3abvlonian conrolexion 
to :.re ''0:1.e 000\:: , anf' to conve~r t he inroression that the p r o:?het r1as 
(a .Tuciaea"'1-- "') . X) resir,ent in :1a.bylonia r1hen he uttered his oracles." 
("1:::> . 0 f'\f . ) . 1hus , 11 7Ezekiel ' s "1rophetic activity commenced about 722 
either arnonrst the Forthern exile s or in the homeland , and he contin
ued ~is ~roJhetic labors until about 669 in Palestine or alternately 
::.n Palest ine amo!lP' t h e northern exiles." (n . 98). This is one set of 
oracles, written i n the 3aalistic reign of- M3.nasseh. The other set, 
consisting of much fewer oracles and written in the latter part o~ 
Ezeki el ' s :_--iro:_'.)hetic career , r1as nrobablJr \'Ti tten ir. the Dic>.s::>o!'a ( cf'. 
::-:i' . r 0f.) . 
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t i c r?:rY!linc o-f' Israel as a nat ion . l-nlike t h e other ~ro~~ets , 

he bas lit lP ref'i rer"".ent o-f' -feelirf' f or other "1 P.rsoris . re is , 

at t i rr.es , hr1·tal . - is int~rest in r:inute de tails (ch . 1) ::-nd 

l'>is cora'Jii'"'-tj.o- o-f' )rose ··-i tb '1n"'tr~ · J"'~l':~s r :i.s Rt-·1e rr:ore b urd-

Sor.e sa·- t ~<t tf!is is -.robc;bl:· r1·e to the f'c:- c t re ·:-s s uh.i ect 

to 7'"'t"'ho1.o ·~ c- ~- ::-~errations . :Ve sh m:s c ert.A i n l y a '19Cli.lia.r 

i oreov2:..·, ...,lthnn ·}1 !:zekiel ~OBS sh m't at t i me s s oMe orfr·in

"lit ·· , n e'!e"'"t: c 1.€!:=s ~·ost o-f' his ~ic-·1·res '"'n<l i0.ea s ?.re t?J:en 

• ._• n 

. l!( : -}.nc' .· ""r"' ter th;.in 1··::.th t'' e o"th er , ro'J"'lets . This is . 4 .... 
' f, ... • . h 

··T?rers ... R.rir" J.e' .. . e· ''8 rer l ;_7.e thc>.t he \•"(,$ r""j.sed i n c.Terus2.ler· 

~.s <?. rer· er c .. 

c i F 1 Fbn::>PG. Yet , -· t Jila· · be s ci r tr et "Szeki e l , ... oes not rise to 

pro"'"'het.s . 

"11.en , , , --t y·::is "Sz eki e J. ' s r-ess RC""e? As i ntimated l)ef'ore , be

f or e F'='6 -.,.,e pqf rio orj r·inal r1es s 8cre • -~et"reen f.'"'3 ?..nc1 f-'~6 he 

shO\:s tre effects of' (.TereJ11iah ' s inflnence . Ti'or -;;;ze!~ iel, too, is 

a <1 ef eatist :iP 1' ::i.s -,olitica l et.titnce , ::in{ believes tre.t c.Tn0 ?h is 

irevit?.bl ,. fl er-;tinef! to oe con ueref ?..nr e:-r5.le0 to ~.b;rlon, c:f". c.Ter. 

2P; 2~; 8?:? -10; er~ ~zek. 2:10; 3 - B; 12; 34 ; l~ P- 11; etc . ) - 

!'111 these -y:i p, s ...,c-?es contRin s;rr:bolic f'ctions '•l°'icr ?.re v ;:irietions 

on tbe 8<'T"e there ; inevitl'hle '4oorn. An(!, like cTererni P.h , he in-



ho e"""nJ. -Pu-'c re (-:;;ze': . ?,C' :21 ); - ..... r r-lso f'ttacks +l°'e ; eo"'>le for 

tleir " tnbbo--··') iri"i·'°'""'"rerce .Prf 1..,lin<"ness (3 :7 , P ,lJ. ; 12 : 2 ). 

'"' is 

~..,r~-::. re is - ~- ~-"er"'•r'· -<'rori ·:..1· e .,..Pst of' tr e -.... eon le -- r-oa ' s re-

·wester:'e.t:v0 (J.F ·. ?.r:, C> . ·"I· · 17 '"'O ) ' .... . . .. ' . a;"'\a feels th<"t 'be is c c-.llea 

u ~o~- to f'e·""·"'( "'0 - ' s '8. ·s n<'l · ·:.r n tre ·')eo· .... 1e of thej.r evil C:eec1s . 

Arv" :'·1 ~-.... , .,...,t.er J.<l ~7° 1d.el r1e scribes the cH:fferences het\·1een a 

;) -'1 5 :ri.-·rteo1 ,... ;·an , Fnd '· 'Ye 1 ..., r·ic!<ed nerson (cf. 22 : J .I 

., < 
J 

'7 - 1'"' ... .... . ,.... · l ("'I~ 2'"' <' :J.'7 ; !;2 :4 , r..,7 ; 2: :26; 34 : 21; 33 : 1 4.; ~ : " ; 11: -· ' ..... . . ' ·~; 

~; 22 : 3-~ ; ~3 : 25; 22 :7 ,lOf~.; '7 : 10,20,24; 1~ :47,etc . ) v~o ex~cts 

1 1s 1 ~· - , •e.-·J.ects the str a ·,.,...·er aJ2C1 t~e ·)oor , corr:its viol"'lnce anC: 

~zet~iel ' s C'reatest , oriC'in<'ll contrihntion is, thus, r i s {octrin e 

31); th::::.t is , he helive cl tne..t d-ri.t one ' s 1rrents or coI'·.rtmit:r 0 5.a 

er is no··· ro~.r..r· , -oes "lot matter; r Pther, it if' ,·rrt tPe i1!c"iid~.1l~..l 

hinseJ.f is Pt t he ,)resent tire , the.t counts (33 :1?; 18; ~3; 3 : ln- 21; 



·;t 
14 :12- 21 ~ 
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'""'v aJ.J. -·.re sins i. ·r. ic 1' Isrci..el has conr:i.t te0 , re ras hec orne 

t e s:vrcret.ist:i.c cn:i.ts (r-; : llf. ; 20 : 2f.; 22 :10; 33 : F ; l f.; :J.f .f'f' .; 

·1'h1s , :rsr2.eJ. is ~ rebellious, -~.,.ithless 

ff':> ro<'.c, ..,~c ')r·~~ not O':.J.y c- reforPJer of the <::lllt bilt ;;. _ _f-ocial 

tnon Tc-1.,.., "1 • 
.. ~--' n .. rir"' his "'roT)het ··ill vindicat e d . ':'here-

fore, \:· e:1 re .-:;n0 r·ir cor:e , -Szekiel no\1 felt it h~.s cut~r to cor

.,.ort his ·"co le ·1c· r ·jve -~: ei· ho·1e (34 : 3€1 ; 37 ; 3 R; 3~ ); for qor., 

cesires 11ot r"e;- ·. bnt ..... e·-,ent:·--f'\ce (33 :11) . 

,...,.,,..., ,,$ -'"o~· t 1·e r-re<'..t e tric o- reli, iot1 s ' n riest l :v "1ro:,J·et of 

the exile, T::ze'·iel, .:- o he./I ..,_ fine sense of inclivicln~1 res-oonsibi-

lit: - ·--1r· s x:. ]_ .; 11st.:i.ce , c-·'c'! - t· o c<".rriec on t' e fi R"ht . erainst 

sri-icret~~t~_c, ?,:.lis ... ,ic cults Rn0 t heir con comit2nt , socieJ. evils . 

* Dr. -::31 artl': , in his ""'ible III notes be l i evesth-at '1:zekiel 40- ..18 wRs 
· -.... i.tte11 a :fter p:;or.; ?nn bef'ore P; and that , nrobabl;v nncer t'Pe in
flnence of' F (~v. 17- 26 ), it -5.s nerel~r roi e'"'itori ? l ex..,?.TlSion o'f' 
Ezek iel . 
These ~re t.11e sources -for thi s chr.nter : 
Dr . Bl ank ' s 3i11 le III notes . · 
I . c. c. , 'Sz~kiel , n~ . XVII- XL. 
Encvc . "lib . , Ezekiel, !"':'1· 14h0f. 
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The otr er ~·reat """lro·1het of the <lxile was Deutero- I s a i A.h 

( Is."'. . 40_r'"; . ·31·tten ·ieser .c< believes th:3.t he lived in c- eru-

sr.lel"\. ...,0 ,... "'e,,t~ro- Isa iah c ould not rev e l ived in - P.b:rl on 
r~ve l)e""n 

r..n(/toi_.,,,r-'.:.cr< ~ :i.' he f~nolt ~ as his \'T itten ''Orrs inc' i cRt e --

in C''ti:i,.,,.. . r~r~rh:; ~,..·<:.inst. the );:>.byloni"n r,w v ernMent ( 4n :l- 4 7 : 

l f) . ,.,.1, ~ ... ,..,c·I:, ·l,} t ~ec nnr Isai ah l i vea. i n ,Terus< l er· i s espe-

,~0'' :i ri ~·:·e · 01· r:it· · ,.·~en the e:,;:i1es v;i ll ret.ur n f roIT' the 

-::as_:!! (6~ : r _r: tlf) : l"\- 11 ) . r·oreover, 'bis c'lescrin t ... ons o-'=' c <hnd i -

::ot f'<>··e · ee·1 t ' r- ~ e j f' ...... e raf' r- c ti1all;r li vea. there . 

cr~'Jterc- .... c""er .I. 0 c · ·rns t i nnenr'lill['" r e f eat of' t he '<>.b;vlonia.ns 

event · ·'bic' · • ·'rks for I srael t.he eve of oeliver en ce f roM the 

labvlon i rui voke arn:l a ner iod of t ole r :?nce u n ner Per sia n rule 

v1hen the exiles wi J.l soon be ·~11o·::ed t o r eturn to Jerusc-.l em to 

r ebt1i1c their '"'e)'T'll)le ( f\20 "3. C. ) . Thns, Deuter o- Isc> ir.l., snenfls 

!°'is 'Tct1, U""'O:n ev il 'a');vlon and envision s hon e s o:f restor atio!' 

, .. i th t he F.lp eP.r m1ce of Cyrns (44 : 24:ff' . ) . I t , there:for e , s eerr.s 

likel ;r th ~t 40- 4Q r ere vTitte~1 sor- ~time bet,·1een P.fO (C~rrus • star 

ber--·ins to rise) PT\<'l .~30 (the fell of iabyl on) . 49- f\f\ ''as written 

* ll.1t ten'1i eser , r·. -- ' '/he r e d i d :Jeutero- Isai aJi Live? - - article in 
Journa l of:' "'i b l5.ca l Li teratnre (191? ) . 
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e little l ;i.t e:r , :::2:::·1tc:i':::=·'"=1-:i:i"=t the hones voiced in 
bCl!'1 

40- 48 ~ not~ im-

4- 8 (lOf'.); F? : l:-' - F3 : 12) , '1J.thoio-h the;r h;:o.ve? mi-:11e charac t er 

an0 t: ere-l"ore ree1 to hC>v e "'o~ a unit in trerrieelves ?J1<'1 in-

Serte ..:i • t . . t . -t'.ht.j th J 
~· in.a ~r~ ex~ , never . e .ess , accorflinr· to Dr . * ;lank , a re 

" 

Ii=;reel su "·f"e:-s 1 'iserabJ.~r f'or sj.ns , ( F2 : l 3 - F3 :12) nev e r theless . 

;at-..~ ·lon ···:.1 . soo:-. he ro·'< t 10\·· (chi:.) . 4'.7 ) end a ll t1·e n c:.t j.ons 

··ill c()· e tr, ··~-.,-·el· in Isr 2el ' s re·;:lv restored l ond ( 43 : 1 - 21: 4 .S : 
' 

H.- 2F- ) . :-0:-~~ 1 •:ill be?. b£es sin,P" to t r e nations ( 4r' :l- 6 ); <ncl , 

rs v~f.- ·Ah ' f: se1"'n.rt, , t:honc,-'· suf'f'eri11f· f or rim in order to f\11-

"'ill· -· ~ ··~r( "1 O'l''" tre ·~:->tiors (~0 :4-9) , nevertheless Isrc..el 

•·ill e err·e ·1.:ctnr-i o115 (.r:::2 : 13f:r. ), anr1 Yahweh , creator of the 

\ "orl f, ·il .1 'h<=! ~onf'irmea RS the one mi..,.hty noa , al' ove <ilJ. ot1.., e r 

,.,oc"s "'n( 1'11r~·, ~~e;1ts (40 : 1 2 - 2 1) . It \'."ill, in<:'!eed , be a tir.e o'f: 

reioicj_··c: ·"'or -l-he nPef'I" (SP:. : lff. ) . 

':'rito - :sa i ah , or Isai2>1 ~6-h6 , contains oronrecies, of 

v~rious c a tes - - s oMe ryerh~_'s earli er t han 520 :J. C. ( \··h en Te l'JT)le 

\"e.s rebuilt) , ot:-; ers e.s 12te e.s about 450 ( th e t ime of' 3;zre. P'1d 

tr h . ,,,,._) . e e n:1w1 • rm ever , t he most likely T)eriod i s the tii~e of .Ez r a ' s 

reforPinO" a c tivity , shortl;-r bef'ore ?Teherriah 's a c"i1ent, s2:r e.hont ~fiO 

""' . C. ,..,,.,e ':'emnle seP.rs · to have been rehuil t, ~ ltJ~onO"l" t he cit~' W8l ls 

h~.ve not ;ret been r estored . The re ere still mRn~r in e}'ile; 1-nt the 

* Thi s s ection on Dentero- Is:- i ol1 derives its J'!"!!"" t eri A-1 fi-0111 Dr. ~lanll 's 
..., ible III notes . 
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Jerusc- l er cor.m1ni t:v seems t o be the me.in n oint of interest. ( ch . r-.o ) 

Drac t :ice s t,ht>.n :'..n t '..,e o·;~her "Jro")he t s (ch . So ; f-8 : 1 - 12,13 ) . In

aee<", c .:.rP1 o- .... , -n ... r i tnc>.l s~e JTl to be ·--ut on t'te S"" re 1Jlane AS 

ethic s &n( !':'ociaJ. just.ic es , .,1 th ouc-·r t h ere is a nohle conce;tion 

o-re-. ter tendenc ? on "the ""art o=- 'Iri to-

r 7 •" ~ ]"') ~ -'-- . ~,,J - _t_ l"( ·ivi·· r· , <ne to the :rir·hteons e n.use of' those ·fr o 

(o Y h ·e· ' r · ·ill (c:;? : 14- 21; ,c:;? : lFb - ? l; 5F : 8f':f. ; 6F> : F'ff.). :n 

· ·::.11 e"'.er,..e vict orions (E3 :1-0 ), 2rc' t~c evil 

* ·erish Cr 7:3- 13 ; ~~ : l-7; 6~ : 1-4,14f.). 

---~---..-,.-..,...--~-------- -------* S6urces- on ~ito-Isa iah "I.re : 
Dr . ~lank ' s ~ible III notes . 
Cann . on Isai ~h 40-~h , p1 . DCf . , XXXII I:f'. , XLiiiff'. . 
A. S . Penke , A_Cm·mentary on "L..D_e '3i ble , nn . ~O:f'., 4h8- 4?3. 
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Chanter XV 

In c..., clur inp -::.· is hist.oric Pl ?.nr li tererv o:-."1rc~ou:1<" t o 

the Cl - . e t _ "".l e:1t , it y·0tild be y:e l l to C'escri'be hric ..... ly -i:,he '- -ork 

o.L ~ f e· · o~ tr e mi '10:"' •·--n "'r ets . 

<me Amon ' ; r-ei '1 \ -ere still :·iars i stinp.; ( 2 K. 21 : 2 - ? , 2 1f . ). T'~ ere 

··ere Iro1 trous, s;mcre-\.,istic , jaal - wro sltip a:rd t h e corru!,)t ion, 

injustice , 1;i on n--ess ion \Ihi ch ,.,e saw inevitably r e sulted f rom 

such a s;·ster. (Ze"Jh . 1 : 8 , 9 ; 3 :1-4 ) . Ther ef o r e , \'ihen , abou t t h is 

t i me , the , ·ill'i heroes of Scythi a ns swept do .m f r om the nor t h u10--i 

_.:_S$" Ti:1 ~n~ ~ .. ,........: .. , (-;-(? .... e:"::i""l'> (cf' . 4 :3f':f . ) ?n~ nis c opte:- 10r?.ry , 

Ze··· a::iR: c:. :2-:·"' . ), seener to se21s e tre amt'Yer ::on·- -<-'eel t r :?..t nm·1 

~t l ast <-uri· ' 1 · ·o,,l{ ')e -, 'nis-,,ed fo r her sins . -1e re c- t l Pst , Zeph -

Si!lf'Ull1ef'S ~~( 1iJ.l seek to f oJ.J.oW in V:- hweh 1 S ri"'>'h teOUS "Jelths 

(3 : 1- ? , P- 20 ) : ·1robr1'1l~.r trronc.·:1 such a s y:ee ) i n ,... :-inr"' · 'Orln- · .. ·ine 

iudr"nent , eni')r"cinr· a l l the nc.t ions "IJ;.c r estrovi n"" al l t.ha \'!icked , 

a. '!')Uri f' i er1 rer:mant .. 01110 'l:>e left ( 2 : 3; 3 : J2 ) t o s erve ~on ~:~ j_th

f •1lJ.·r . 'i'1l.1is ·:as ze·1h< ni- '1 1 s c-rel" t 1'-01e on t,he CT.!'1.' ' wJ,en t r e r od 

of "!on ' s ?J1""·er , t 'he '3c ~.rthi-ns , ... on10 c '1asti s e ""!10. nnr~e 7 .. is T)eo-ol e . 

7his · -as 1-.0,·: Ze ...,h "'ni ..., h t h on.ph t e t hica l monoth eism \':onln el!'!ero-e 

victori ous i "1 its s oci-tl strt1r-P-le •·,'1. t h the n erversi v e T.'o rces of 
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i dola tro11s ·1c ~ 1. isr· . 

'J.c Tophi·. ".S its h.; r·1- "")r :i.e At ( 8 : J. - J.O); thev uilJ. tolere.te no 

ot · er- r11 :".n t· e l '"''-1-ic' b11t t .1-:?!t o -<> VF1 'ri\·1eh, the r1.1le o:f trut~1 2.:10. 

pe2c e (2 :10; '"' : J.O ) ~.nll soci~ 1 ,j n st ice (7:!0:f.'. ) . 

· ·o· ·::.·.,· ""'.", :-:ost C ..... i t i cs ..... ,...ree t1"' t: t C hP.".>ters <'- 14 i;:ere not 

···ri tten ·)·- Zecn".ri <>.1 . A few crit ics sa:y t hat c lu·., ,1ters 0 - lJ. \'Jere 

··:r itt er: "'""" ... ,. .. "Jut ·'.Tellh2.nse"Y126 

anc others ap-ree t hat 0_14 a re c"'ef'i n ::i.tel;v '")ost- e:xilic enc l?.ter trm1 

1-8 . 'I'he:27 L-· e J.ieve t 11at ~ : 1-10 \".'as v.rritte·1 in 333 :> .c . ' a:f"t e r the 

battle o:f Iss ns ' ·'-- ~·1 !\.le:x2.nr'ler c1efeete<'l Darins III :-_no s p ared the 

J ews on 1 is v:ev to E'"":}r)t (O : P ) or evel"' la·te r . 

9 :11- J.1 : 3 arld lJ. : 14 -l? J 13 :7 - c to 0.i:ff'er ent. ~.ut::ors. r-' : 11- 11 : 3-

expressino- ho'")e- - the;' sav re:fer to tJ-.e l~.lberal::i.t.y o-f Ftol en\Y II 

( 225 - 247 ·1. c . ) ; ~na s oon Rf'ter t'he r eio-n o:f Pt.ol em'r rr in 217 ~.c ., 

the ness :i.T'istic n ict11re (11e<''1y t ruce s, o~nres~ion , -n(l_ i nj ustic e --

cf . 3~·acc . 2 : 2'7:f:f.. ; 3 :2~ ) in ll : 4- 17 f 13 :?-~ were writt en. Finally, 
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anotrer :ri ter - ·i t'1 "\'JocalY!Jt ic tennenc i es resel"lts t he en-

tire Jicture nore o 1ti mi sti c a ll:v i n 12 :1- 13 : fl ; 14 aoout the sa.Ple 

tine ( 21'7 ; . ·~ . ) . 

,..,...,ti.s, Zecl1C'.:ri "1h r._14 too S"le:::t.1<:s A,crainst those "foolish 

she)her<"s" ( 11 : "'.- l?; 13 :7 - '"' ) rro o~:>_')!'ess t he ir :floc~s, hut i·ho 

;·1iV. soo,-, )"'! ·est.royer h:· Y"lhV!eh , the r'lefen<'ler 01:' t h e noor c-.nc1 

ri--·fiteo·i.- · :' o ; ·iJ.l :rer''lin ( <"' : Of'""'.). Tnronc.·hont t'b j_s ")Ortion aJ.so 

(J .. '"' : l. - ].1::-- · ). : 13 . ~n<" t.~1ev Y'ill be h lesneo <TOT'". t h e ' . 

I"). n -::· , i. s frl +,o be "'"l.<,e l~.st of t> e pro"1}1ets, J.iver:l P.t a 

~·ener.?t.:'..oi~ (c:"' . 4 : F) -- y•ere b e """ in:;-inro· to n-:i.ve U-J t:-.e riilitRnt 

'·~ic: coi1J.r" t oJ e,...ate no 1011,..·er t:1e in:fil tra-!:.ion o-f f orei-:-.·;.1ers 1 ·hic11 

C~-rus 1 ?ersi"':; '"nle ( 2 : 10 - J.r-. ) . It :i.s obvious t hat · ·hen !"al achi 

~-Tote, t>e ,....e;·:1J.e 11?f ::lre?(l~r been rel)tdlt 0 . :10 ; 3 : 1 710 ) . Anc" 

since !i?_l~c:1 i 01)-.,oses those s['re ·')r Rctic es i ntern:a.rrie.p'.e ( 2 : 

10- 1(-)), f'r' ithlessness ?.nd TY'tericJ.iSM ( 2 :17 ), anr ins i nceri t;.r i n 

offerin<:r t ithes to "c::h\·1eh (3 :7 - 1 2 ) -- wh i ch Sz r a and Hehemiah 

subseque!"ltl :'r set out to ref'orf1, P:1J..acl'li l i vec'l 'bet 'l;:een f.20 a,1<'! 

444 -~ . c. Thus , a 0 ".te of' -=tbou t 4?5 ·1. c. ( ,·Tit h •.:1~ i ch t h e I .c.c. 
and Oester1ev i"'nf Ro'1inson ar.e in a.ar eeMent ) seems t o b e correct. 

In fact, r ..., lac,...i , in his interest in th e r i t u :U s i ne of reliP-i on , 
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seeris to co1·1e e.f'ter · · <.nfl ':i.:zekiel 40- 4° , ~los~ to P . 

~ri e~ts (l : ,.. - '"' : " , t ' .. e " f'ree-trink~rs " ... h o {'eel ti---..t the olc" ·) e -

lie~s "n· rites ~r~ 01·t<· .. ,..o'TI ( 2 : l7; 3 :13ff' . ), s o c ial i :Ljus t ices 

(3 :P ), · ·1( ·;:.'·-: oi.,',e-... evi ls rient.io:1ec :'n.st n ov e . •To, ·r~1w·eh s t ill 

love s :r,..,.,. .P.7. 0 .: -F) ,.,.,r "'tll sincere ·;•o rsld·1 (l : 11 ) . : a l a ch i 

y;elcor es 

cere .. -=tit' ' -· 1·im. ::).;~r' ri..-·hteo1.s c onc'nc t . On the Von · r:lh;;;eh (3 : 

2 . t; . r;:;) ' - . 

....,,.,"s , i -J. c' i s· m .. :; r·re ,..t interest. 1.:>oth i n t 11P. e tl i c a l a:J.<'1 ~itual 

Age i n o: .. ·rer to _ri ..,,.... abm~.t better n or''.l c-110 re1i.-·im1 s conc itio:Ls , 
at a ti1 .e · ·:1 :;n ) --0rr i ses :ia<:l b e en tin::'u.lf illea.! 

* T'r;e -SOPrCeS for "this Chf'.'Yter a re : ----------
I . C . r:: . ' ze·"lh?.J"'i."1-. ' 1')"') . J.F0 - 1PO. 
Enc;.·c . ";i' • , zeryhari ah , "'1::1 . f402 - !=40? . 
I . e . ~ . , ":echa"'i?h , Charyters , :?-, . ?1-1~. 
~nc~rc . 'li b . , Zechs.riah, "'.?P · S3911-f'3°5 . 
I . C. C. , Zech~riah 0 - 14, n p . 21 3 - 2f'?-. 
r.c.c., :;·;:1 1~chi, "")~ . 3 - 1!=- . 
Encvc . )i') . , ? ;> J.f' chi , pT) . 2?0?- 291 0 . 
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b~.c 1:,....rotin<"' of t 1·i e V·""'rious 1..,ooks of' t"be i h l , ~:1r"' h?.'Ti rr sho ... n 

i n a r~=1:'"'1~r ~ · ('mer"'l · · : :10;· a -re-fine d con c erytion o.e- e "':.h ic<:.l 

lH' ~ lism, \;e are nou abl e to enter n-10 P an e u a l l.y 

- e~re ·;s , c ··J.i i;1"'·'· ;.-~~ - j_·1 the l i t e r a rv uro 1hets , l)l o nrone<l f'ort h 

i n "'l 1. the r ..... • .., ,,, Pr of their s ·"' iri t Rn( the n oh ili t~r of t h e i r 

no fl o t his ' v:e bef:'·i n th i s uortion 

o"' our s 1 ·f; · •· s o ipo· "o , f'r oM ee.r l ;r t o l a te ' i~)lic 'll tines , 

· · h;eh · i se .. "' - - t · e "'0"' o.r Is:::-<?.el -- i s concernef vith the 

~ s r: reatures · , 1 o Ma~' be oY)· re . ., s e<' · ac-

....,er en ... s t o 7.' e ~ 1-is i:. ic ··a o:: lif e . 

r.:.~a ?.nc1 the '.'lea k 

""he e~ "'l.iest vF>r s es ,·:e c ome to, v-'1j ch illustr~te r+oc1 ' s er-re 

i"1 t h e .Jook of t 1ie 

-" . C. ~. 22 : 20- 23 s ay :* 

) IJYJ'\ u·r f'I"' ' / 

I .JI j> J 3- Y /Ye 1c ')' A"'e ,r;;. ; ')"Y J- I ? y .5 

.P•r1J1 • P'::l•J?I V>1..11(br f';:,1e.J J'»/ ??-"? 

eovenam , inc or1:)oratec'l into 

JJS,f\~ J('W J)JI"" I<(' ') >' 
, Jo.,,"') f'")}. •;, 

I ..I\ J<' n.J y '1\ 

, C>J( 

11"':'.'ou 1'111st not iJ. - t r ert a resi <:"ent n lie;1, nor on'."'r ess h im; 'for you 

'·:ere · .:l t l · ( f' ,... , · .:i .. • • 1 '""·or~11s TJ ':::>31) once re:=:.:i.1 ·e:1 a. .. iens c __ • ~ c:i.l'!l0r 1, .ae J. ' · e on ... . , _ • ~ 

• 

• For 211 tra~slRt~ons o~ F~rt II , see ft.meric~~nslation o~ the ~i'ble. 



I n o·:,·1e:i:• ··•orns , her ';) is a nointer'l illustrP..t:i.or: of the 

coPcer'"" r•o - · "or ·1..1 ree -,roninent cl .,sses of un-"lrotected 

; ~ -~1~ .., ~1 (c.t" .-..... 1 ~ . ~Q . 20 ·J O• ~ . ~~ ) · "'nc~ --· ~ .. - - "" ...... • '4J'... . -- "' • _, ' • - ' ...... . c.. "'-' ' " - ' 

liab l e ·.,o i n .;,. F ice ~( O" "Ires. ion. •;11~~re.,..0re , these had to 

on.-·· ' · · t · ~ ~reat ·"l:::•o....,hetic cor.Dosers o"f: the "ook 

o·:- t 1 e Covenm t c<r l f. ,·o tJ~ts , .. r.s ')Y aronsi:t·E· the nhilnnthro1:i.c 

hirr.se l ·:' ' -~ ·~o ~ - ' re a t the marc :r of the \/ri·-,s of t he 3 y:»'c-

--~ 

"Lhrea te...., ..... i n ··it: ..., :iust neastire of retr i "lntion -<'rom •,·~.hweh 

himseJ.:: . 1 

··;e · ·re onl ·r to "' 9c."' -:: ·ofns 22 : 26 , cone ernin<"' <"- (""arr:ent 

t<:cm -Pro; -. "Joor m~wt B S h is pleclr-e on '.'.) lo?n, to reP-lize how 

C:es1erate · ns tr e lot of s<we o -<' these "Joor, nnfortun:--..te in-

diviru~tls , .., . .., c., h o\·: much ' Terse it mi.C"ht have been if.' some ryro-

vision '"'ere not rr-de .t"or their 1 rotect.ion. 

'hr , .;, 

" ( If ~rou ever t:>~'e "'not1~er • s .... ~.rnent i n 0leo("'e , yon must re-

tur n l•t ·:·o h..,_·_ ,.,... 1)',' s11nset v nr.: ) \,I ,., - • ,...,., • ~or, th~t is h is only 



- "4-

cov<>ri.,,c·· it ·· .... h:~~ clo . ..,· .. for -Pis bo<",~·' · "'.b:>t ':)].se coulc he 

.... ., .;:f 1 e ',,on l e" er·· t o ne , I • ·oul c1 ·.-.e:;, O:!C ; "or 

I am ki:1( . 11 (c-" . "')t . 24 : 12). : t i s evid~nt , ".O'.'! h "'re too 

Goe , i·1 ' 1iP !11"".:-cv , · ·j_ll cor.e to the ~i <' of' t~ e un;:>rotecteo 

:_f an7one :i.s 1 ~ rler.;s e!"Oll".l'. to . ·i thol cl :fro:r hi:: the very 

p;arnent ith , ·'~i~h ·1e cov~rs rimself to nrotect him "'rm t:1e 

col d o:f ti e nir»h t . 

Snc1 c-:.. ... l:i · a )res~ions of' sympathy s oon had their effect. 

For Is<>i r , ·· 11 2 :14,lF- , an<1 29 : 1~ , is ev en more e ·plicit a nd 

str onr·er in his denunc iation of t h os e v1ho maltrea t · 1-ie -ioor anr" 

Jr!?' G'~eAIP "S) 

' rr I Jr..:> '1../1 P .:J ( /Y' f' .:J 'V'\ P? Jt r,,;. " ... :;, ~ 

Sait.1 t1 e Jorn , ,.,or· o:f' ~ osts." I!l otrer ''.Tor C::s , Is:--i"l" , cr.:r'.'

:) iO~ of ,.-~.J.., ·c· . ~n<'1 · -:i.s soc i 2J. stenf'P:--es, severel:r (onr"en:s t~"' e 

o~ societ~- r~v<'J.:_:)nt in t."~ riesert . ~~ere tre l ?nr t •?s in<'lien-

·ble -- t"'e cor-ro'" ''ossess .:_on o~: e-i 17.; tr ere ~· l cr e::-o;:-;ronri~.ti on 



to be ~o 

::00r 

_ :_ l 

• - · t: o n c !" re . 

- e-,... ~ ,.. ., 
• , .. c.: • ..:. .. 

o - .. n ... ,.. "' oc :::. .... 1 "" roc e s s . :--" ")eutaro11or:r (~ '21 ...., • i; . ) 

·~' .::s e ~ n. ' : ities ~:"'0 co:nc reti z ec i n <c c o·"'f ·n e e ... i tr t:-ie 

.:cc :'..o- \; eolo ic'" -_ c:t t i t tr"1e oht::i.ins · th - t is > :i. -"' op~ c:- res f'or t l:e 

· ·eak , he -, -ill ·-i .., ":or ' s :<:'"'vor ; i f not , 1"e is s ever e l y in<". ica te"' . 

1)t . 14 : ?.<1 ; 2< : 10 it says: ,tM' 1Pj''<" 
jl/J\ 1 ';>/ ., yl lh /__' ') Y-6? ?~/<" 

')Cir ;1; ,;}~)' ,,y'- ~~ 

? 1eV\ 1rr -Y':I er 7.rt 

S>Jlbr1?/ 

"5) ?=>-,?' ;r¥r 1y;>e/ 1{Jn:·1 

13-e p 1 ')I~ j> ') }"ll/t , J ~tY.J\ 
l'.1'kr 
"",..::>e/ 

{;? /':f>C ~!:>)I'' /1¥( 9 ' .1.>' l>J¥fir{I l'IJ\'(j ...,}r /VIA)> r 
·f''J' ,-,e"YK 

"A.rd the I ev:i. te -- :"'or t->e h9S :~ o 1 ortion o:" ir',e ;:·i te.nce , .. i tr :ro11. -=-l 

(o . If ~rou r c-=1n : ·onr h<'.~1est :i.n ~'0"!' f'iele ~no 'i'.'owet a shea.f' in 



ot 

tl e reK·_c"' 0~yt ~-;_ ; 0 '1 , the · i c o···, "'~d t 1., e or .. )h <n , :i.r.. ore er thc.t 
,,,. 

t he Iorr vo11 r "''or"' :r. ..... bless V0l1 in : ]_ J_ tr <' t vou <'lo . ,, In otrer . - _/ 

'·ords , ' ·e meet ~,_r- ~ i n tr oP e t ' .::i.."ee s;> ec:i.n.l cl E•Sses of lm:1roi·,ected 

r _..,01'1"'.:..} .•.• 
<": • \, ' ,_,10 L'}Vi-Ce, · ' 10 :i.as r1 e0 ic, t ec'l r- i r.'sel:':' to "'!o(' ' s ser-

"·ice, <> ·ir"'. ~c- ci.-·c· , · -f' n o ('~ ef' .:ions "li k e t.re rest o"" tr e Deo .. ">le . 

~11ere..c-o:"e, '"'<Y "'; ~--o- ri.sion mist ,,e 1·:-r"'e f'or hiM, t oo . 'f'h1·s , in 

• A.-1 .. ~..f'.' these ' orr"' s c=:re fu l f'il .1.ee, th~n such 

2.s ter) Ir Dt. . 1F:9 /a ff .. u1e i' 

"l?1 S>'fJ' ?K'"( (;-(? /?"(' n 

/"'"' .1c:f/ /' "P/rS> /"/llrP !Jry .i>Y,/ i>C..Ve.$> 

. /rCn ?? 5' ' ~/ -"S> - r;r J'f"I' 1r1,1'/ /F 
"Take c <-.re l est !"' ba s e t h our-rt enter ;rOl' r he2.c lil:e th is: ' The 

seventh ~'ec.r, the ; -e ~ -,. o'!' rerission (of aebts ) is nef'l.I' ! 1 ·-?ld 

:rov her.eve r.e n l ,· to :'' Our neer.1v conntr"T'.:>n b~, not '"'"ivi.:nrr h i rn 

"'nything , n~ he criei:: to t he Lora ~C"'F.inst ;'rou, ~nc1 you incur 

'llilt. 11 I!'l otre:r "•oros, tre hene""'its a.f'-<'ortlec'i. to t'he -.oor P.nd 
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neefl;r b~r t1·e ;re<:'r of. release ( SJCtt/e ) -- \'!h en r lJ. cle'bts <'re 

cnacellec1 or s11s ..,enrea. - - Pre not b e he n eutr?J. ize<'l r.-r t h e t r.ou·-'ht 

ini: h i s ·-:ei:t · ·._ro·;J. er? ,..,.,e t.hou-ht oi" .,...uture l oss or ,.. . .,_ i n s 1 ou1~ 

'!-ins, in ')re- e:dlic t :.i.r·es , the 'l")ro'")fiets "'nr'i nro...,het ic ln·:-

O"'')rer :r-· o'" ··· ·~ i·n ro'~P.ct~<'i PJir~ the n e ec;v. Af'ter :;p,c; "1 . C. , the 

,. 
r.:~t:i.or>1-: ood'; · ·e see ")0 t.rCl..ve<1 the i:'1sec11ri tv Pnd loss of' con-

:'i c'le:.ce . h.;cr n ..... ~e l"'CN~i'l{~·i.,ment so r1j1T'i cult . ""l~us , Fsql n pn : l~ 

J_ ~.i'e:-its : '.Jlr '.JY 

11 I h?ve ee· --r.rJ.ict.er t. tli e '"'loh1t crf ne ath :rro rri lil;' ' youth n...,; 

I r., ve "l"'lcr:te l'M·;r terrors · I ~ overcome. " The ~~C"ltion, s:nnbol:i.zec 

a.s Em inr:i.v~ ,::, ,.. 1 """e:lr so ")ersecuter1 thn.t it s eem his riser:-ble 
') 

l ot ,;:s -....een ···:.""!i :-ir .,""'-ror· tne v~r-· e" rl· ·· • e r:'..oc" o-r' his 1-.istor;r. 

'ller 0 f'ope t"e Ps" lr-.i st nle~rs : /' ~~..J 1~ ?~" - (,( 
~ - - ' 

7¥e I r?i:> , /'"~/('/ 'JY 

"Let not. the crus ,_ed he e-.i:rain ":mt t o s hRr.'.e; m~y the no or :md 

neee·r Draise , 
~- i1-me . II (Ps . '74 : 21) . In other r:ords , J"!G_y 0od 

never c<".use c c 10111i t~r '\.nc 1~ e strnction befall }Tis creatnres •, ~ 1 0 

have sui'ferecl eno11r:·h \. -"or t l'eir sins~ r~"tther l et f'!ori re.ioice 

nrayers e re t 'i e o r-fer o·f' tl'e n::>v for the exilic coMl'"tmity, with 



- ?8-

the hone t..ra t r~or, .. -j_J_j_ hri.rr· bet.. ter ·ti mes . Ther e fore , 

- ".fY Cc>e., -- -· ·. ~e # /:l / 0 .fY/ /19~-;> /¥1 )'~' 

O /) J --·· ;'e/1' ;r~9 '/ j /"" r /r ".JPr Y'e/' 

J 'VJ ,,,. -Y ' ~ I' I' 'JI ' ? 1r <JJ / e a JI J JJ P NI Jg - {; 

,P 11'1 ')/J Nj /'6 'C)_J r;.>I (),fl/)// 
11 .e:r he e-- c . .. , i -,,;·ic ··in"· of tlie f'uture ) ,jufo·e th~r 'JeonJ.e 

i"ith ~~ic·M:. , .. . 1 · ,.. ., :.7'e -~· .,_iC'te fl ··j.th .instice • • • • n=rv He .ind..,.e 

t:1e '"''"'J.:i.ct e r1 n t,' ' e ·1.;ol'"'le , an( cive celiver-nce to tl e ")OOr , 

and c""·~- · .' e o '".:if' :;or . .. . j'a-- lie t-· ... e ·")i -;,-- l "'"'0'."1 h e ')oor I 

me" neec--, ,~ . ~ -, ; ·c: e lif'a of t: e 1oor; f rom on)re s sion / 

e 1 .. - n s ori Tr.em ~ anc'l ri~v their h lood b e }.Jrec -, . 
iotts -.n --:~ . ")~·P,( I I ('";:)1=: '7'"' •2 4 l ':i l .ti ) ..... • - ' • 'J . ' ' " '.. ... • Frobabl~r , \.re r·e r orv 

o-<> t-.-: ;_-.ei ..... ns o-" ~ 1 ·cr eviJ 1'" i:r.~·s as j :-nasseh ?na. ~on (2K. 21 ) 

ris 'OOr r11( "1E-' ~r"'·• - '.TI( a.e-:'"'l icte(l Dl"Ovle a celiverer \""h O \'.till 

. 
fro;- c::-1·eJ. t ·rr-..nt,s . 0,..,, l"!if , "<" o not r-·ive to t l"'e v-:ilC'- beasts t1°'e 

life of Th~r tnrt1e- c"' ove ; ro n ot f orrret the lif.'e of' Tl~ine :"ff'lic-

ted one f'orever! " ( Ps . ? 4 :1('\ ) . rere is one of' the :f int st ex-

T)r~ssio12s o""" the C'-reFt ...... oet :::>0urinf" out his heFJ.rt to ~or OT' b e-

half o"" tre · ·e:.:- C'S ar-? il'lst tr e bestiF..l raDac iousness o:f their 

overlords an0 l '~ s ters . A.110 t}"le author o-f t J-iis nr-Fl.l m, 11:-vi nO' 

convince<'!. oth er s o-:: t r e rir-hteous ness o-£ h5.s :-ile?..s , i r:'els t h e 

Deuteronor:ic rer<~ctor of tl"ie -·oo1: of Sr-i.r.uel (c . f:4=;1 ~ . c . ) to 

borrow fro JI! " "' olr collection of nFalms r--nc. ass t,rinP.'lY excmin : 

...,.,~,, 1r-,
1

11< ,~r; -Cr1 /~ /ni11r 'r-,.J-? 

'1AY/f3/ ~0') /{; '1'# 



11 Jn _M,,'- r"'.,_. ,"'"tr~ .c,5 I c 11 ,.,, t'- T " - _._ ,.., '::;'. e 11 11n on .fl e ._orr, ~nf unto rn~r t';od I 

er>.' r eaci eel. - i s e'"'rs . (2S . 22 :7 ; c f . Ps . 1 R :7) . Indeec'l , re 

a.sserts : 

neer"'• - :"ror· ··1
·"' ..... , 't•se ' ')e::>·') (lS 2 · 0 a· c f' Ps - J • · - • ~ . ,-. ) - • • 113 :7) . This 

p"'ssar--e j_ ~-,.--· c ·c~s 1 o· · --retc'· ee ..-·c:>.s the confli ti on of' t he T)Oor 

~nd Ki:1('·:- ( c 
0 

,... ,_ 1 . r: . ) . '-'o~ .. , t> e ·1oor ~Te o:ften ·"orced to 

s~en<'l -:r.e ..... · ~-·'"·- 0 ·1 t"""e :·:0· 1r~r of ru'1bish , · ·1-i icr a ccumnl e.tes 

r:ear ··-· orj_ "'T:·_,. o 1 · -P J t ,. 1 d · S:-4 11 ~-" s ·"h " ·: , J_n e ~ u.. o .. ~ o tP-TIP)• ..l'U .L\. • o, i., e 

,·ith ·i.re roci J_ r( ::_ ..... i·L11:- l l i f'e o:<:o the exilic connnmity , 

b11t lsn . -~ t -· °t,' eir c·-·ononic status • An<'l. (}oc'i i s CF.lled U '"lOn 

to r ush ·i., . t'-i e r"'e..:-cmse of' 'h:i.s unn:rotected neonle~ 

of tr e 1 -e,..., ..... e· ·s in e::: ;_1e; let ns ')B.Use anc ex.Pi ·:i.ne closel:·· h oi·1 

")OSt - exiJ.:i c e~1ents 1ar ~r- e:i.r e:f'fects u-...,on the senti~ents o-:': 

Isa i e.l: 4 1 :1 '7 :i.s < p·oor illustre.tion of t l:e sentiments of 

the "'1eo""'le "'t r-1->rPt. t ""e t iMe Cvrus ~:"'1e<>.rec \mon t1"e scene , an d , 

* it is ' ·e ].J. to n0te- th:::1t r.rt-2.t ' ·e c "'ll n.re-exil ic tin:es is Rn~.r t i zre-
before :c-6 .i . C. ~xiJ.ic tirr:es inchv'ie- tre ryerioe :frorr. f\86 - c.F4n , t he 
ber-in···ino· of: =-~ ·~si~.n r11le . 
(Of cot rse, t~ e ryost- ex ilic "Jeriocs or rebrew history c ontinues · +'or 
a lon,c tir11e . It m::-:v 1)e s<-.fr~ to her-in ~ror.1 t~.,e tir·e of" ~-,-rus (c.540 ·• 
J . C. ) to the ber>"innin, .... o:f r1reek dominion under AlexP-nder the r::ref'.t 
(332 "1 . C: . -- see ch~rt of r ebrer.r i-iRt.o~r). 



is ~-re' e( 

./'.-1# /;t_;"'>P~ /''..Jl'P JrS>/ /'"'JY')) 

'P 'JJr S)J>e..J .1e~~P /'..Jlf!t J'ir/ 
see!: ter in v~.in, "nC their ton'"11e 

t ' ; -... st , :- i-'r e Lore" · 'ill enswer ti°' en: I , the ~od 

of !sr?..'"'1 ~.1_ - --,n, -ro~ ... scke them. 11 An<3 Deutero-Isai <:1h continues 
) 

in thi" vein , ···th r.:o.,...e ~ s· 1r~"1c e , ·:1· en C~rrt1s issues e. cecre e 

,P /) ") ' I ; .J-r I /Ill 'D I' N • ..:> 

~s co:y"'o· ... tec - i ::; """leonle, c>nd h'l.s ra<" itv on ·is 

~.r-fl icter" or~:- • " 

r .. is f'.ttit·ic'e o"' ~0:1s0lc.tion ""nc1 Lop e - - of dre i'S of' "" ner1 

~:> ... .J '1 I- - , .:lxr/ £> J-r, -~¥/ .. . .. 1.~?., 1 /)GP r- /'"JI, P1r1 

. 
. / fl,• 

1
'J1' /0/) ~ Dp~- /. ~'-'" _ ~ o~ 

"Anfl t1 e "':')oo~est o~ t11e ) ,or s,1,"'ll feed , a nd the neec ." ' :i.11 .u.e 1 
c:<r-n i n sec1 -.ri-;:,,- (c"". Ps . 22 : 2?) .. •• A.11f ,.• t c;.rsuer Vlill -~'-:e .. .J 
r..esseD.['·er ::; of' t:1e 11nt i on (?hilistiP? ) ~ive? 1 '.I'h- t it is ·~2 1 ... \':e0 

\"ho fountecl ':ion rnc'l i n h er tre ~.f 15.ctec o:f ''is --eo-- le 1-.E've 

t ."'.l:eT' re<-'uc:·e ! ' 11 ) L'.lus tr-.tes ver;r •')o ir.tecl~; snch s~rtine?'lts , 

··hich <'lre 1incon')·te(ly ...... ost- exilic inser tions into t.re ~ook of 

Isa i c:.h (cf . Iss.. ?.-; : k; 20 : 1() ; C'"' • also t r e insertion in c.Ter. 

:::0:12 : J' " -r..,y 3"¥ )''i'Jr ~J r..t~ F~l> '=> ""'~ -c.J)" ,rr.,, 'S>f r>·e 
"Sing to ·::.1 e Lor\~; ~-:i :-;- ise t1'e Lore., ; -~or He has saved t h e life ...., 

of t1-e neer·· .:'ror ·Gl"ie 11P-n(., o" t'he , .. icked ;"cf' . the l ?.nrruaq-e of 

Ps. 10: 2 ) f; . .:U1c , ·:"'in". ll~r , in ver:'r late :•ost- exil i c t i J'l'!es , a 

disillusioneo rye o )le is comfortea. ·,y the t.'1 otlfYht in Zephaniah 



_q1 _ 

3 :12 : 

''For I (f"'or1
) · i 11. l eF.ve Ln ...,',e rnir st of you a . eo·;le 'hnrnhle 

e!'vis ioni · 

(cf . ze~ ·1 . ..... · '='--· ·'·ic'r ; ... '"> )(:I"\ i~te ..... o ,..,· .. e·· 1"J 1·-) . ,'l..O')"'! ~.L <:' l'""e1 ( • "'" -. ....... 7 • ~ \ .. : (. cJ ... ,; v .. ~ - \,.j. ' 1 ! -- \J • .. .. ' 

as :- ·fltj .; ., - r~i,.. ..,:Yi:. , · ·~.l . ·•o J.on~er be ,... ilt~· 01" o:'::--·ences of 

+'1·1e r. v ";') '"'St . 

A::t. •.... ~ ; ~-e r~ (.c: 21:1 -f~O ) o-:'": reluct:::nc e o:r. th A ·x rt of 

so· e o:: -~·"' " il"s to ·:.--e u' the:i r cm-nar etivel;y co~ori..c.ble 

:-·osi 1,.mon :i.•1 3ab•rlonia '-'"nf eturn to coo:Jerate i n i:.he rebuild

ing o.: ~Te ._.L l"r: , ::.na11:i;r in P.20 :J. C. t1' e foundatio·1s o · the 

Ter10le ··ere l fr' , i:--s "'irec, ,y -che exhortations of' I ap;gai (c~·e.p . 

l) "'nn Zeci.,.:p··i-l' (~ t,qf. ) . Its rebuild ing was completed i n 5 16 

3 . C. """ut ·'r01 this lntter aF' te to t he corning o:f Ezra and J'Teh

emiqh (c . 444 :J . C. ), there ,·,ras a period of c"' isillusion:.ent (in 

tha t the !"'?ssi -nic promise , a s a result o:f rebuild i ng the Temple , 

haC. not c orie to "r')a.ss ) , close social relations and interma rria,c;e 

between the Je' •s and neighbori n:- neoples , a tendenc~r to look 

askance n.t tre olr ""' -=1 i th anc ritual, and f riction bet ;:reen the tTews 

a.11d the Yor.:i tes --·ho "swe:pt ' '.rest':1ard and took :Joss es s ion of 

southern Ju0ah , occunving the vihole of it no to anr i ncluding 

the ci+·. · of' --ebron. 11 7 Th ' · 'h · ~ f ri · · 11 · t h' h ..., l 1s is -c e ~er1oc o , 1s1 usionmen '"' ic. 

Zephalhi ah (3 : 1 2 ; 2 :3 ) must have had ref'erence to \'Then he tri ef' 

to console the .,..,eo"""le . 

The chao~ i:nsecurit;;: anc1 nessimism of' th is :>eri od of' re-



storation be·"'ore -;;_:~ .... a and !rehemi2.h is ~<trked in sev eral 

passao-es . ::o eci ll;r :i.n Ps~ lm.s ;:i.re ·i:.tiere utter"'nces ,·.?i·. ich 

reflect t~o~e ~ 1•ot1hles o ~ · ~ s - .., · o: : - vl. •:~ • 

?OOr . 11 ..... , • .;1· ·-.'] ·· 
, v ·" I.I - . ' 

' ' "" v.1 -

... , ·er .. . 
v ~ 

., 
• '-

i. --~s > .\r bS : 

.:.n-.:.er 1 " "',,... ... 

~s~l~ 10: 12 re es : 

/fe,4 (,(. /5' J>N I j1 
~o not fore-et the 

Tl ese 

o·"' .t ~ 1 • , • h • __ , -- . . /Jj? / f SJV)Y p.1J1 , ?/r IA l J1rA/ 

S
,. .: ..:. . ..... " 

_/p /)"'a' ye.,,'? .../') ,~ /(' 

:'or · ;'d~I' 1-~ 11.:. l.onr·s. 11 ....,,ne ri"·hte on s , inr,eec, [' r~ -.n ·"':"'zrinc· ::'rcn 

c: r"is~r:>-... J. 9 l o", A 'Tf'1is is no exa,...,.·arP.tio:n, :for ,Ps2 l1ns 14 : J1 \ is __ .... ,./ 
even ro,...e •ri via :~n ri. r"escriTc:i.o'1 of the ,.,ay t1" e r~:1Rcious '="r e ed 

of t11 P. ,.;_cker· c " · -, p. 11'""eB r-o(l ' s o·':' Deonle - - th~ ri..,..hteons , the ·)oo~ 

and th'3 neef'·r. /{;H 'fl 1 }J1r ///r- '{-rt;> h /}'9" /rh") 

. //r7/') /rF "'.D ,,,./>f 
"Do the~r '~!10'" n oti i'ir·, ll t1'e e•!il-r~oers , ··:r·o 9:'1t U:> r.v """90""1le 

r eason to er:· <mt : 



I 
1 

" :''rn to r:ie ·1~" ' 7 "1 mere· · " ~o:.""' re , -"'or J. lonel~r "'nc 

(') ~ .. 

e.i1f i t 

t.' e c 

.... - ) 

"!-"'., Ps . 10° : 22 ) . 

.; 1f'>)" t• .. ;, .. .,,,~, ... 
.... .L . .. v . ""-I :i.<'1en t.i+'iec'l \'dth t.he soci" l stru -·.-·J.e; 

0~o~ , ··ill CP.t .eon · :.,.,·,1." assnre<ll~r, "ho'.r he)°'~' is re ··ho 

is c o~sic'ler~te .pt•,.,. ·· ~-· ; 011 t,'-. e rir·r of' ti-•onble t.1,e Torr 0e-

liv~rs r~.n -- ~ /.Dc[IA0 v ii /'l ~P 0-Cr r:oe¥ ~ -,e.x (?s . 

s-:..:.:·e ··~:~P. '"" lan~ n·r-' ·L' e noor ; 111.·.t the Lorc1 :i.s his :re::\1:··e . 11 Aac. in i" 

Fsa l m 3S: J.O : . I fr)->' /' '?/r/ 'Jr I 1-1Alil:JJ111' 'JY r,,_y l' ¥:. 'Al ' i> S> .J1Nlf .JI 

"(All rrv bones .. i J.1. s->-·), ' 0 Lorn, , .. ,, o is like thee , savin~· t h e / 

?oor f r Oj' him th-t is + oo stro,.r f'or •., im, t 11 e 'oor ."'TK1.. t1: e neer.y I 

;rfi ')~ - "O'°..r/ ,,,0/t./J "I "'/JY ~ 
.VJ//r?..:J- /..i> ? A"°/f" ~/«,~ "~n 

I 
I __,,,,. 

.., ' ~ e - ., -=> e. /'> e Y P 

I "rill be a s' ·i:t't witness ----

J 
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ist"ic C"' ''Jro11 .: : :i.rri, .... ·.e:..,•t s t o 111t r :i.tu< 1. anc ~tr :i. c s o:- t>~ 

sa.ir:.o lev0 J. r 0 " -:> ·1 f'·' rer-si -~ ,-· r:i.tn~ 1. ), 'T'ri to- Isaiah, in that re!':)"' r!(-

able '<"~ ~ ... ,....e :. • ,...,... : ~-<:' . , m-"::es :i cJ.ear Rn,.· ef:f'ective 0 istinction, 

h·· ,..~c:::erti··· : V'I J?3- 1 f> /\V\:;> J..:;'>")J)?Jr P1-3- s;:,-:t J(,r~ 

-G1 p, e CJ/) ,P, ~1 J--1 ~ (e1 5> 0Jrl' V\ J1_). u· )V'i ~) i ~ ") 
l"".J'f I l,.,, /I ( ? -r -i ( <> '">'Ol HI~ ~,.., .,. J.J> SJ Cl/f 

r)e?/t'/ /Vl' O .:Jf f'-,Y ~/<").,A '.:::> vl 'P !f ' fl.J\ /''°?JF?/t' 

. '-1_/5> /#Jr"/ y/e./'\ 9J"'1~ "~/ J<);,J'I ~Jr ·· ·-P)r..,,J\ 1rt 
11 :~ ..,n-f- · · ... ~ ~ T ~- 00~0 to loose ·'.:,re 0onds of · ·ic!:e0-

) 0 0 ,... ( c-"' T..,m 1 · 7 · ~ . 10) +,o ·o .... ,_· n_I'. i...o,....e ·.-• o J..r' 0 ·-• ' ...., , .. ..l l ' , 

~nc 1 -i...9" ·ro1· sq~ ·::,·-e n'"' ::e r1, to cover liim, ma to hide not ~rour-

self fror ~ -011 • o·: '='l ~Fr ( i»h t is , vonr f'ellon- Ii::r?.elites, as in 

C ·..,-r 
- ' 

~D e'l"l vo1· s....,alJ. co:i.1 1 , ~n0 ·i:,'he Lorn i··ill '."nsr:er; 

' -·ere I nm! ' (cf'. Zech. ? : J.f':('.; C: : l~ ) 11 • 

exercise o·-:- ···osi tive ')ene:"'icc:1ce to··:<rr"'l s -:-:i..e cesti tnte c onsist o.;;' 

the t:".'ue -Past · ir icl r.'.()('1 res ires. Pe Y.Tio ··.·ot1lc'I obt:-- 5.n mercy :r·roM 

';od P"lSt ShO' • Cl. !T'erci ·~,,J. ni F"'JOSition tc··::-rds h is f'ellO\'II"len . 

unless c 1.r•ried i'ltl"I thi:! sphere of' soc i r-\l 0nty -- into concrete 

acts, s1 tc'~ -:is r-:let"sinrr i",he , .. eak nrr"' t'le tm:)rotecter1 'from onpres-

sive ..,.nn nn.in~t oblir:.-?ttions (c:f'. Ps . ?3 :4) anr. setting :free bank-



_op,_ 

ru~)ts, .. l.,o~e 1. i')er·~v h:l/' b~en :-:'or:':ei tec to .... >e:".r crer i tors (cf' . 
0 

~h. ~ : R) . ~, i s ne~rs to be a , - otest in ~nvor o~ R nurel~ 

sryiritp-1 ffrr· et· ic .. 1 . .,..ali--·j.on , -. ·ithont s -::,n ctnarv or s...,cri"fic et 0 

as iri !F • ,.. ,,.. : : s; /; - f ~ ; j 5->,,, / .:V,/\ ~Y , ~· A> Gr -G - .A /rJ 

. , ?3 -h ?1/11 ,,,, _S>:JJ/ 'J y - >;:.. 0/f ~'f -G1 
tt ... __ .,,... ""' ~ , . " . 

s"i th ·:.:: e - n .. - . r ") t, ~.o this n:~:1 ,-:i_l2. I hav e rerr<i.rd -- t f'le o~rn nho 

is 'l..prri0le ·1 " O., ... ,.,i "i:.c ~-n S!1irit , n.nfl tranbles at rrry \.1orfl . " Yot 

se '"1"' ss"l.P.·es conceiv e of (!o0 PS e be in()° mora irf-

ter~s te,.... the s · irit anrl of' et~ icc- 1 co .. 1dnct r 21 ther 

l ; , -~ olic ~.cts o~ institution"l reli~ion . 

a'1c' Ashfiof i tes Cre"' . 4 :1- 23; n : l - 14). 

bet·c.er ~...-1,-rer-.-er· th:-·,.n in Ps<.ln 40 :19. (cf'. Ps . 70 :6 ) :;11;>1rl 'J1 '..Jlrl l 
. J/)JrJ\ -C '» ~If 1~N/ '-./l)n 1

( (Fo,..re~·- -u-.fl""7o : C., )~e-//l 'J'31( ) 

"Since I C'IJ!! '100!' f'lnd nee<i;r , O Lord , h a s ten to Me ! 't'hou a rt my 

help c.na r~r deliv~rer; o T'1V God, 00 not t::i.rr:v!" Inc'leea , t'iose :r.1nst .,,· 

have 'been ryerj ]_<)11s c'ia:vs : nevertfieless , t11e walls •"ere built in les~ 

than three :-10n~hs ("Ter . (.) : J.f-10) about the veAr 444 ~. ~ . 

The 'te1"1'1le 1.:'1r' t'h e cit'- \",alls "h?.vin;r been resto!'ea, c:ina 

livino- i11 coM""1Fl.r'l.t 5.i;e sectu•i t~" :from enemies ontsine , on ·ortunity 

was a:f'forc'lec'1 to t,l,ose ''ll°'o oesired to innnlr-e i n ref'lective thotrht 

to observe renlitv as t1· e;r s8.\'! it , the evi l MC' the o-ood. And 



some, a:fte,.. i ntense s....,iri t11.::i.l str1.1.~c1es, ""':i.n? l ~r ef"'ler--ea , l iJ..:e 

Job , v i c tor:i.on:-- ··it Pn ever ~reater :O- i th i·1 r-or •s c-oor1ness 

3nc ~lose reJ: tio:1shin -··:i.·t°f' the lljY...,rotec t ecl , :ho, thoug h r i c-r t -

eol'S, s•i-" ni"'e <~ -;:, t' e ·'1-nri::- 04" ev i l - 0 oe:rs . ..,or ex r~le , i n c.,.ob , 

( Fi · l C: ir.. . ...... 
' . ..... • , _ <t I - + 

'3i>...1Jh/ 5>/l"' hr " 5.> V>I / /" ? Jr /} 7// 3 ' /YI 

. .... y#e" /J/~ Vl) )Y.J-/ (i-t/J11-r~ I'~ rrlJ »(° ..... 5>" C> 

f;; J? !) '/ J '.JY'i' '.Fr f /;. ·/ ---/"' , /':17 W ~ Al I -ye.., 
. /'.Jf/r 

t ·;.e ncecl;_r :'."roni tl"'e S\1ora o ·'.' t heir Mouth ; 11 - - - - So -·. ~·~ 

o"" +:1e mi : ht ;v the neec'ly • • • • ( Thus) '.ill ere i s 

oo ... , • • • • So trat 

t ' e· · ( ... •.e · ···.c nr) ir·1 t. C' USe t he c r v o :f t h e "'OOr to COJ" e un-,o 

"".Ii. • ~ ~ ••• 
• v '·e nr .·.-- .::. 

\J -
c-:y o '"': th e n -? ed :.r • • • •• • r e \ ·ill :iot 

: :e~...., -t: e · :ick~a ·;iJ.j_,re • -?1( -:-e c-r ant s the riP·ht of: the n oor •••• 

t hr otw'h o 1 ·res~ion . " In oth er ;, ;ords , the "?oor , 1 ·11ose ri 1.in 

"cr aft ;r o·~es " ha(! been c ont r i vir,p- cn(1 ~ t ·1hose exi)ense r.-:en of 

'.veal th liav e l eft no stone untur n ed to an-'"rt-md i z e t hems e lves , are 

deliv2recl -"r01~ the clPtches of t'he:i.r s l anaero11 s ,·1ora s . So th~t. 

evil , ahA.~1t e<1, p;11 s t ~hut her molit h and ~11°'"' God to he~r t 1-e cries 

of t 1 e -:-:> oor. ;:-c: , to be stire, ... hen ,..,oc, coes he:-r "':-h~ir ri("'hteous 

cause , :-e i·-:i].1 unronbtecn- - rit""rt the i·r.ronP,'s rione to these ::;ocial -

ly r1 i s t resse f "1"'<1 nn:""ort1mat e ones (c f . Ps . 84 :7; ~0 · 11 )• . . . . ~To'b 

concluc.e s tl-i r:- t t)"r o1 1d.., novert~r ?.:~ Cl s•1f':fc rin- , the r i O"hteous a r e 

del iverec" , n11ri -f' ie r1 , al1<1 ennol)lea~1 suc h a r e the r ef lect ions of 

Job on the aest :i.n~r of' the ··ec>..k i=md tlieir i"i P"hty n er s ecutors , and 



the ~-.rt \ ·'1 i c' 

. ~/ J/ /r r --;;/1rr AKC JSJ8r r?J> G1t )'l"l 
"""! ·-io0'"' i: ... snJ.ts :·is meker; 1a · :h<' ra,.; oic'=!s r-t 

. l:l .. 0 

/f-/'te / //;;J.J /3 )Jiil 11 · Te "t"O is Jdnc~ to tha ·')oor l en(1s 

·c.o t1e Lo:;,.,,.~: - : · j i.J .• .,exi:r h im his deeci (Prov . 1 9- :17) ," are 

l''JO!' h::.:" •• o c . ':>C" ."'or t ' · e "'oor· . St c'· · n Fct is vie\'led as a 

c j ::! • ·1 o {oes so , ren<"1ers 11nto r-of h::.1·:-

self t,. e ole~ i: , .. ; o""' ... :i.s ~: i1c"'ness . :"'or this, in return, '10( 

··:n~. b:.ess '-:. '"" · ·-:. t : ~-o· · li."'e -n( , ·orlclv ryrosryerit~~2 3ut , i t 

is a.s i "" · e 1 s) ,-;-~es :'lis :·-_': er, if he - cts oth e r-.-;ise; "re · i.11 

::ot !""O l""' )1•·-. • • e( . 11 l ' 
~ <' 

\. 

':'}-.e rs- 1.:"ist. , too , ·ho co1rrnosed some bits of '1oetr;; in the 

qreel( p .r-io · , conc 8 iv~s of r-.o<'l a s an inteP'r.?1 'inrt o:f t'lie socic-J . 
.S ._v i •"'r of 

·0rocess -- the r~o1• 1 s~T,b ol anc: · mn1ld.nc~ . '<'or i nst··'\n c e , 

i n t?-Jese P'" lri:> ·cb ere j f- ~omolete confic'lence i11 Goc'i ' s r-oodness : 

( 

I 

. '?)' r 'Jrl(\f\ /°/~7 V\ ')'../t I I~?/(' /\ Je , fl 3-J F ,(r'-:J 
"For t he neet·· sh 11 not " l':? :·s be :'."oro-ot.ten nor sh~.J.l t"le ho'">e of the ( 

?oor Derisl· :-'orsv~r (Ps . 0 : 1 9) ; 7'~/c/l 'Jr - PY 

-YJ~~VJ VJl'K? /'J'Y/ For :::hou , .. ilt r,eliver rjht1I'1hle :113ople; 

but hau,.,.htv eves ·:::·01· · ·:i. l t ,1ri.., ..... lo\'1 (1B : 2~ );"/''.J/'~lf-fir -yl(e, "~ 

SJ'1'';) 1rf/')'01f-v?Jrl "S> "!i'or the Lor~ listens to t he neeay , l 
~'ld does n ot r1 es·)i[.;e r is "."'lr:i.soners (Ps . "~ :34 ); //->P/f /,~" '=> 



l:IY j'Jr/ lft) '(1e,¥11 7or -·e .,...esc11.es t~e need;' ... her.. h e c~ 1:1.s for hel ) ' 

and t h e af" 1i ci·~ ri · 11 0 !'as no hel~1er (Ps . 7 2 : 1 2; cf . Job 29 : 12);
11 

. c.l) //)'O>e# /"~.:J 
e:: J_.. ,':' v:·~ ~1ae{ _r ' )ov e 

~e ~/ "..//-rlY / 1 /?/r P ,>e '/ 
a~ "liction , p · 6 -a~ e : Bsil:.es 

li':e ·· fj_oc~ c.,, . 1.'"''7: /~J. ) ; ri../'1;1 ~.:}-- ,-1°~1";::>/rr' ;~ ?1o 

1J?:J? /'JM JJ) /) 7r} ~ 9#°¥ ..--e has sc :i.t"i:.erec'I a h r o<'.f ; ··e hr..s ('""i«ren 

t o t'1e n <?e ~ · --i P .... i c·M:.Do1 s :1ess ··-ill enr11 ·re :r.'orev<?r; ;-is h orn 
be. 

'·ill e·-· 1 ·'· ,., ,.~ ·.·.·~ \ ..-, J' .. ·-..., ,, 

illt' st·-.- t, i: · -

s c:ri )~S ' "" .. 

to ~e J.~ 

. ... i . ~- ?~11 e1 u l "'.te ; ~ Psri.1.m 

.. , ~ s · s ..... o:.."' t.'' e 1-ter usaffe of' the term 1'1"i<"·ht-

3>J~1' - - s ..., s·r·1on~/n. :.'or 11 ~ 1ms~:ivin('"·; 11 Ht indeef, 

:. i · :i;· t" os a l ess f ortuna te :.s to oe "'i --1 t~ous 

1] 3 · 7 c.(:' 18 2 · 0 ) ·" .... ,,,,, - .. \... • - - ..l • • -J • , \ ' • _ ... 

fin< 11· · P:::.' J.1 l '' O: l~ , , 'hich e·)ito; izes t,:1e ir'l,(1 0r.i tc:.ble confie ence 

i n 0 od ' s ~~otec·c. ion of t'H:i ··13ak : /Jr;·~ ~ -;>ey"' - '.::> 'vfY'?" 

/':.//'?/r tfi>e¥11 r '<no':' ·(.h - t tre Lord ··ilJ. nrint~in 1.he c 2use o'f 

* the · ·re -Cch e(' , t' l e r idits of the ·)oor. 11 

* cp. eJ.io PP-:- J.: ? :J.F . - --=-o--=ever, later in -'1.,he {U'ee~< •)eriot , soon .:'.f'ter 
·v ·e :r:i::i..le of' ":i- 1!-- i ~ U' l? 1.c. ), the~ er-re a turn for t11e ·:~orse . 
Ana so , Zech . 11 :7 "'..:.el 1.s us ·',:,hat :L::1f S>>.,P" l''r-Jur S>-Y?,rl 

' JtK)'/j) 'iltvrfi j'"r.J ~,n,~ =11>Kt Jtlti>K •:Je, 1
( Jt~Jr/ ~C-)-5> fG--'.,JY.J~~ :.:_'JI / ~ - '~ Y,.."l irl •,.p" 

"So I ')ec · r e "'· s.he·11ierf o-:': t"l-.e :"lo(!:: to )e ~- "'ttc'•·n'tare<.P ·:or t e r.er-
ch2.nts o-" t>-::i -""lock~ nc :: tool: ?or ~rself' t' ·o :i"OrE . T"ti one I 

cc-.llea rrT)~li -·ht ; 11 " ;1" -~~--e ot i ... ""r ! c :.1J.e0 11lTn~.oP . " So I ~ec~l"!e a 
she·1h~r<1. of' ·,_:-~ ·"J.oc!:; 11 ·:::i-·-t is, sn'1,iects nho n~ec=lel to 

1
>e rt..""!i-f='ied 

b~r a. ~:in~· • r h~ne,rola.nt solicitn0e 'for t1ieir ,•,•el:~"' re . 5 
:rut evife:ntly 

O:']')ressiori ) "C~V ile( ' ror in Fs"lrn 8" :1 it i:i::-ys : i)J~lf 'a> -i>CSl ··~· . 
'Jlf jl'~lf/ 'A · '.;) -:.J.JY "Incli~:e Thine ear , o, Lord/-~nswer me; f or I 

am ?..fflic·t.ec1 
: · : f n~eciy. " 



-S~ -

'11h1_~s , ·e n~e t,hat. th-~otr·i10nt ~iblic:::-.J_ his·..,o-·y ·.nr· lit.eratl".re 

r!o(l ;·:ar. "".l'""' ;rs i <le·1ti ~ie( · i. t i' ;:.·1e socie.l stru;· 1-: , ...,rotecting --is 

· .. ·ee.k c ·eat reG ~c-:-inst the r F:."')acious lords o;: F4alist.ic "civiliza

tion . " Aud no i-a: :cter :1 0· r c-~rk t '1e ~)resent m~.y have b een , ti e re ·::as 

al n8ys t het r1r"'na , str:>reT"'e c onfi d ence t.:1at God mid J:is r i e-hteous 

ones \/01' 16. ei .c1---·e -,ic ·\-01"'ious anc v i ncic a ted . 
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r-eneraJ. ~-·:n"''3ssionF Conc ~rr~ inc· - ----- ---------- - -- -- ·-
t,he · 1eak 

·.•;e · ~ -1r-: l:t'""'(-· s een ho':i, in :sx. 22 :20-r:~ , the resfr'ent <lier.. , 

t1.e 11 "1or~ 

11 : ea: 

o-~ -:· e , .... 
0 

)1 ·v~.n--· tt>e no0r ""'or silver , ;: "i:.1--e !'e~r--,.1 
l 

.,., :.· ... o·,, .- -:r· ·· J.s (F...r~cs 0 : L , c); 11 
/'' 1:1 /'':IN -.Al C-i>( I 

. /:IP" /' 1#/.A' -rA/r/ /J/U vr/J,.y{; vv1 5>( 'Kl ''ft tae¥ {;>-.JI 
11 '.:.,r •· • , .... ,r- -~ -· .... - " . ..,".:?<.:""'·· --:"'O:'' ···.:· ~::.r ri-··,..;. r . pri(I to ro') rr,r -,oor ( 

0""0 ~ o·,, ··· s·· -i('" - ··c. -·~r-o· · ·e- 1·1~v -..,Acor·~ +'"'""~r s·-oil ~n( ·tr t, 0::1 .......... ... ' .... • - .u .. .. . l .... ~ - ..., - ' ..... 

0::-"_ r-:: £ ·c: e: r r "\. j, ... e~ . • 11 !n ot .... '2r \ ·o ~x· s ' :")(' : ;: :; :-Jr-~ - ~~ ~) -,,t;i:.e:" ·::1 [" n 

; ..... ~,ll"""'C" 1· 1.., -,,, ... ·e-"'O"'Ofr- (lh •?f' • 2A. · 17 • 1~ · 11 · --1 1.:. - ,,, t"': l, - J I - \. • - • ' ~ - • ~ • • • • • 

1 "=. -1 .a. ) ~ • - # ..... ..... • .. . • ~ ~ ..J 

/;, ie1r /,_-,,rr> /''"'-re ~,,/,.,, /'Al<" ?flJr.11' /'~,,,, j? 
f <J;1V\ - 1r f7 l??f'-.Jt,r f11r</\ - nF Jf /"'../ /'S>/ir 

5>VJ1r /''ii{; 'D 'JC>{ J>/IKGI ... / 1•;>n'il· l' /llr,Y / 1' _,,.,r 

)).:DI l')71G'? ) e.-r 'tf.01 i,fl/rJ ;~;>"'Y/ r;>/ /J;:>/ 

·~IR.5~1'1 Hos.6i:111a:a. 



- :tOJ. -

::> .. '~~~ ·' ~ \"i(o · , ' '"o '"':re -r on;· ~ron, :von ""'r•e ·(o re -

I 
l" : 1· ) •• 0 0 "") 

~ l:"n 7 0·· o • ·1 • ""'01" J 
."' .. e~ o 

·..,io · . • co;."l:"' :. ~erec"' 11·..,.'er vr::--rio11s cJ.e<f-:r·i:f:'ic< t:'.oris of' 

ins (Dt. i:::. :4) . '1l' 'lS c- eren:Ll"'f't (enonnce~ tl"cr.;e inri:fferent to 

Uis iri'":."tn1c·cion : - '">?"3) //\ 'fr"/ l'>?Y P). ('">et' = /1.!tG-1) l..J#'(. ) 

~·;;~~:~~:~:~ :;.[ ::~:,~~:, r:~'':?t;;s~;e:sJ!:r~L~e1.f :~;:~rn-
J r•olc1 r ot \,l· e c 2.11 se o·"' 

As if' 

• r J_Q 
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cle.s&es o.P · ·e·,, 1 - J· nr"' .; , . J· ·i-,s ) ·;·h 0 • .,ec. 1· c- 0 • ... ••• ,, ~ ~ .. ..1. I • l .. - J - ._. ~ J L I.; 

rncl t re · 1i r o· ·· 11 -- t 1 ~ Del·teronor ic ref;; c tor o " the .oo!· o-::: 

S~:uel, ·· o. :..v~ - iri ~::.:ilic t:i.:·es ( 2 S . J.2 : 1-~ ) tells ro·.· ~\ 

T II 
.. 0 

not 
0 

l' s .,i ---~ 

fom o,... ··"r'o.... r , n ... ~ - ~:d.lic '":t:f -..,ost - exilic t.ir es , 11 f'o not l 
cev"i."'e ic ..,. :ir.r- t -c: osA '~, o c .n not nrotec t tl Jel selv es 

· ·.et!· er 

1. 'Jor~rs , o · or ::. "' o\·s (cf . Zecr . '7:10; rev. 1° :30 ,:· ; r-=.1 . 

2 : r: •"'or o · - -..· :~ '.ic e;. n"'~. f io·1s) . 11 ,..,.,nis )ro ..,, etic v e ~;:, · is co'1-

( (' . 

o'"'lir· .tio·""s · · r •.: ·"'e l.lo· ·- r.en (e ~".>eci~ ll~r to tre strrnr;er in the 

corr.n .. 'lit~-, ·ho 1·-c f e \ " fri~nc"s to sa.fer·n~..r0 h:i.s :i.nterests )~7 

Fai lure to r"'i f'C.,__ r "·e t,~· ese r: · ~.-~ ies r eans c'lis obec1ierce to the 

reli r-ions .:--i.nc· 9ih ic l nores of ~:".h' ·eh ' s societ v : 2nr such crines . , 

ci s those vi v i.ell· · describec'l h~' ,Tob (24 : 2-12a), ~- ~- ich (.Tob hirr:sel:f.' 

juc'lrea hi1·sel-f :i.n· ... oceat (2~ : 12-16 ; 30 :2~ ; 31 :13-21) -- like 

foreclos11re{' on r:i.v "'te '")ronert~r, disnossessin<; the --..oor , le~vi~ 

the vez1: n:nr' r"e ..... ePceless ·.-itro·1t :food , sJ1elter, rr clotroin'"'.' , 

\":ithhoJ.f :i.n,... ""2·r fror· the 1-i ired le-borer ru-'(1 i ncr eE'sin,.o: the bnrdens 

--
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of s l e.ve8, ·1r~v''T"' ~.:,,,-· t,'18 .; 11st i c e o-f' those -..1 o rr ve no bribes to 

is ri ·' r'c. 11 r 

(cf' . P~ . 10: 

be c 

,,... 
•->. 

• /. ,.. : ].L 

I Jl ~ 'd ? ')/) 

f, C) D p 
/I/? CJ 

( Ps . 10 :2 ) . " 

t o th e .,....OJr ( F"r'ov . J.4 : :--:1 ) ! 11 Even "bet ter &. ·1oor rrr 11 , .: 0 ·: l ks i n l: :i.S 

inte,.-rit ir th~-., o•· e · ·: o j_s c r ockec1 i n fl i s ' r·w s , n.lthOUI'""..,., h e ma;r be 

r i ch 11 e;>7¥ 1h'>P Ir;>? e-, P1CJ 
is better t o b e r tiJT'b le y·j.t r ·the 

poor t hc-n t o s· ·r r e s "ioil , ·ith t:1e :>roi..1c 11 \/\1r /)J 1 -f~e :>1C) 
. //Ir).. -ViJ\ (re 1~ {/),fl /~'..rt Prov. 16 : 9 ) . 

~· J oo 24: : 2-::-·r- . 1~, f'llJ'1'}' ">/Nil /'t'>-:/ 1f1~·-")-?-'Y--l)--,,e-,-\A-r;=-r-). 
/'\r~ e-;u/ li'KJ' ,,.,y .... JJ_'r; P1?r ····;n,~tl P'Jl'?lr 1C: 5>.Jllfir '>/t:. /);,/>, 

"!en rer ove · 01·n fr.- r1es ~ the;rfste,..l ~loc~;:s -nt -;;?stnre t'heni t=:.e,, ~eacl 
a\:F7 the ast o-~ tl~ e or 11han ; they t :"ke < s r-i :1le<"""e the ox o! · the wicow ; 
t he:r t 1 1m <~P it'e ·i)1P. neec:r :fror· the · :.- ~r •••• r~J<ec" the~,. ,..,~.ss t r e n i r ht 
'..i thoti·;:. c-lot'' i i ..... . ... From :.1--e c i t;r the f vin("" r:roan , ~-..nf those ,.,.1., o a re 

~~~~d~~ :~f'~ J. .('0 r he
1/i:1

?ff( 'e~ 5'A'J..Y P1'-~Jlf .. "'·~;J ,,[ .Pir 
"I have ce "V ~.nl'' , ... ef"">t for him , .. ::ose t i r.'!es \·rere hm;.r! ; I was ~rieved 
f or the n ~ec;' . " 
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I n ot1 e !."' \ ·or r"'s ' treFe ,..,.en~r-1 e: l'.>:?.'essions rer·- , ... tinr' t'Pe 

1 rotection o.,.. t c , .. e- 1 • c ont ::.nue t~rourh the \'Or <1 s of' P~n rAth'9r 
' 

t!ian J"rom t ·e vi-' --o i :1t of l"!oo , tre s3J7ie thou<"·rt i . ...,,, ..,t the · ·~-.!-: 

anC: ·;:,he -- :f i -· c't'"!f · ou l C: '"'e r·el~. c""red -Por b~- tr ose r·.or-e f'or t -

r-oa •s n r e; ·;,,' t . ...,,..e :'.c \.efl ··:·. 1~. r e c-:• ·::.re consec:nences o·"' -t:· eir 

0'11 evi 1 "f . - ~ . ·~ · · ..,., ,,...:-ore , i n an·· C C" Se it i s better t o be 

poor G1t lo 1·· f · -: ·;:_1,o·· t . a ..., 11 o .. ·.,~ort.\ mi t;r 11 t o c'o evil ) ?.ncl be on 

t>e sir e o·~ """I~ :i. ' 1t t,1~-n of s1 1_ rye :;,"'ior station ~no lin l e 

to "11 ·,· c 'el""""' · ·r .:·v-. ini .. lnences -.hicl'' rr.<"~' come ;,s tf.e r ~sult o:"' 

s1:,cl' "" o •. d . t · 0 ·1 ·1 • • e c 0'10T" ic c..n( roe i l order. 

I 
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In :fact , the ible has a !°'iC'h estin:?.te of t he Moral i..Tl

tec:rrity ar1f i~tc->1.J.oct· 1.< l ca 1abilities of the ·1oor. ._Teremiah 

(2 :34) c:. i .. s : P'Jl'r/( V'te~.J I' '3 IX~KJ (•'" !':.>::>? ?) l''d.D? P>
-.ry ;::J /''.stKJ>/ J\)Jlf)#? - /r(° J'"J';)J 11 0n yonr hands also is founG. 

. ";If/(' - f°..:> 
·c.re bloof <Y ·t'"'':? ... poc~.nt "'\O or - - not breakin9· into houses did 

•iro11 f'1" r ..... -'-1 • ... I · . '-''~r·, .. \ o -i "'0F·ef t o all such th inr:s . 
11 (cf' . Ps • 3 7 : 

l l'l. . - -, r-r . ,.,....,,' 
• • 0 

A..,..,r"' the ·~ook of' rrove r bs comments thus : 

. ... "l/J I ,y' ¥ r ,3-J) ';) /> '3 }-/ 

. Cd e,.y /r fP 

5>) ?.Y I/;) f.-r1' -/rr 
") 'J 

w·e:-lth if o .,..,, · ~ 1 o ..... -::,1-.e (-=-.y o-:: Cle a\,h ; 1mt richteousness 

sc>.ves fro: r ... e .... .... c-·-.0v . 1.1 : .1.. ; c f' . Prov . 10 : 2) • ••• The :fallow 

pcor f ~c: ' : 20·::r,, t:)e- to r eFD the .:btmrcnce o:-' t:·ei r cro·1s, only 

·c,o ';e snc ·::.c · P,( '"' ·:e.;r b 1 r . :ic 'rec a.:1c' p-reec'ly ~1er of wes.l t11 . ut ill-

crotto11 , . .,,.,., 1-:-.·, 
;'I -·- -c... v ' 

nothir:· in the en( , sinc e violence <'lnc~ in.instice are. Stt!"e ·::.o 

brino· c"ivine or 1rnr.i''"1 (le "·?. l or urivate' ven"·e<-... Tlce -- yea , even 

c'l e?.th ::irel"13.tnre, snrr~n , violent , or othe1 ... ,·Jise unh".1;"Jy . ':,·ec.lth 

;·:i ll not be ~·11e -Co av~rt God ' s .iud.P·IT\ent; but the ri~:hteousness of' tl~e 

poor secnres tl'e -r-:[).vor Pre' blessing o:f nod; th~t is, <"' l ono,- and 

peaceful li:f'etl0 (cf' . Prov. 1 c :l; 2q :6 ~ 22a , b ; 30 :1) . 

• Thes-e Proverbs "Jcssa"·es 2.re ::?er1'c.-.ps ~.s 1:-.te as t11e-seconci c e~tury ::3 .,C. 
when, as i n n~niel 4 : 24(27 ) f..'C/>/ ;;·n -,;>e' ,~(¥ /t-:>l'A' Ji>l) 

. ::>oJ>1('e,f /~:l-,Jf' ~IS>V\ If> //'JY ~.A'/YI ;>-')':1 S'.J_,,,~? 
"Therf{f'ore , O Kino-, oe plea.sea -t"o acC'ept my/ advice a.ricY brec>.k ... o:N' your/ 
sins n~r a l.fr'p . c-:iy:i'lic-,- e.na your ~lilt by sho··dng mercy to the poor; then 
~erhaps ~rour prosperity may be prolonged."), righteousness 5' /? '1~ 
is being i denti:f ied with alms g iving. For, in the Danie1 pasAage 



-106-

But , not onl y i s it asser ted that the poor a r e righ teous --

not only are pr eferences g iven to the poor -- but a.J.so their ':ds<'loM 

is nmtionec"' i1" ~..::-.o ' i l"le -- e s-pee iA.lly iri Proverbs 2P : J.J rind 

Ecclesiastes ,c. : l'"' ~-r~ 0 : J.r-; : / ' ?I' J?/ ')'tY e'JC /
1

J'7P /O:>lt 

I'? ' ..-r'1e,r f.o..:>/ //1 ;FK-v jy,,Y ?~' ,,,r;-_ .... /J~">/>' 
_..,,, r .-r 1 'il - ({ f:r / /' .:o/l /"'""' e · 1 r <> ? 1r!I' KI .... "11-Y > :t»11J f 

./( 15> 5) j.J () _.; £) e//~ S> - lf\ I\ '):;) j' "'(' ,P ?rrl 
"The ri.c1' r ·n : ;; -i f;e in h is 0 ;·111 eyes: bnt a noor 

/.,,. ti ::J /) ? 
man nosFessec'I of 

' ' 

i nt el l i n;e1·r,3 ,.:· 1.J ·l_.~st h im ( Prov . 28 : 11) ••• • "letter i s a youth poor 

'-;.n-· o l.<'1 r>.:' r f o0lish, who no lori.P'er kno\'TS how t o b e 

ai'ro· is1-.e(1 < ~"c].=?s • .S. : 1.3 ) .... . . And (it is toln) there ,·ras :fotmc1 in i t 

(a citv ) ."' non'', · ·ise r- ~n , r-:f"lf 1 .. e re scuea the c:l:c;r b. · h:i.s yfis0oM: 

• :. • • !') .... \ 11eJ.- 'et'b- ! a?.c ar, 1 :1-. 1c 1 ··· ..... s re :i..cvec1 ,.,r 1. .. e l." - -. > t'c :- e- ·.- · 1 i· :i 1 ... h 

ec":.ioi: o-" ··if"~ · ·on~.:1 -- ·-. e re, in Ecclesias·t.es, chan,..,.ec'l to ci. '0oor 

.-.h,1s , ·;_:, ·:-nD< .. ro' l.t, '':i.blic ::i.J. t:i.mes \ .. e see certain · os iti ve F .. tti

tudes t .. i t h :.., -:'1· r ~ to th~ i J'1T"lortarit oblin"~.tion of' ·1rotecti n"" the 

···e~~'· ·-o ..... o·-.J: · :i.s t,., ~ s ( nt,v irnnortc-mt bnt it is uelJ. - niP"h sacrea. , 

i·rin.s rr.nc~ ' as ~o( ' i :i.r1sel·f ca res for tJ.,ose who ?.re nt, tha rn~rc~r of' 

e..re ren1.1ric i atorv i;·1onc-~., : .... or "'.:.l-iose ··ho Ao otheI".·:ise . '"T'bus, r-oo --

18..oecialJ~;; ·. -;e-;,e-e· ·:--· 1 =fnc- beiri'C \1r:=erf-to-ii~ hfMsel :f of the rii.dlt of 
his s:i.ns -- ' r .r r :i r·htemi.sneM~ , "fhich is fle~iner1 fl.S sllo·-rin('i" J<inr!ness to 
the '!)Oor -- t ' · e c ".re o·~ the ·10or bein,.... consiaered the roos t obvious 
of social 0ut:i.es ·:pr1 c.. s·)el~al inr'licntion of ~ rroo~ heft.rt , and as a 
means or .... i ,;_n--· m·t . . .,,_;_J:t . - ·· 
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str1rr·1° $ Soc~-~.1 ~( Pconoric r~o"".' .... J.itv is 11ot sor"et1-inr· "eri 'Jl-er

al to ri:;lir·ion: rn::~· er i is its v~rv ce;'1ter :--.nr -;orz . 



~'ha·"'ter IV 

So· e ··e ... · ··~ i.ve S~nt,i:nents on the Su1:>.i ect -- - - - -- -- .. - --- --- - - -- - . - .. - .. - ... - - - --

T , e -: ro .... e'"'· ic ., .. ... r a t :i.ve21 vivinl ;r shows us h o"' 'l ref'enc =
less inc"iv:~ · , l --·i-·"· t 'y=- t.-- ·-c 3;1 .?.f'v :=n t."'.,....e o~ lr·· an nnsj-u mlous e.::.-rl 

'VJe -:;ne-r - Ip? /r )'J't ~ ;rr l"" " '? ;:> 

.. ~~~, ~~:' -~yx:! ~/},:~,~~~~!~.~~~ ,!~~ fc~::01r;'~eP 

, r- ,'):1 

• t.~:-~f' ~ -01 : c· anr-·ec :-.-:;- ' ·.::: f; ·es . " Obviousl~r, tli e 

a J.· · t:'.. J.~o · ·i · ... _ --- -...,.- to ·i.,>e tree:i.:.r:~ent of t "e re:-:U'ent ~J.ien , the 

· ·ic1o· · ., --, • · · ( J':' .,.,.. 2,., 20 ? 1) ·t. e o .... · --n c :i: • ..:,:{ . 4 : , .. • 

i2Yf'l11.ence '1 ly · .J ::.·Yl -s: , "'re even more s evere in their 0e"11unciat.ions 

of such f'l c.p·r::mt ii~i nstic es . Arros exclaims : 

/'i>'J':1/rr "'n#K'» "''~"°")-)) /'~ 1A1?ei.,, 1,,~ 'S>? ,.,e,r /e?")) ~1'>-a 
. S) \/\BJ/ -5)<'?~ 11 · ,.ear t~is · rord , iron CO"-' of ·iashl"l.n , ,ron " "ho are { 

on t'~e :-01u.,t o· s ; ari "' , ' ... h o o ··ress t', e ,.,.ealr , ,~10 crl1s1' 1.11e neen:r, .... , , 

sa~· to t11eir lorrl.s : r-ri11['" t'1:::>.t •:1e !!'!<'" 0rink.'(Amos 4 :l)"···C;t1r1 IT~ .. 
t))')'?t.J/ e1"?) ')?-Y' ·11t¥ ')~1rrf?1r-·m V\ 1 ?eF/ /''"'< ,,.,He5> 

~::! 1i,t,,~f:, %~ f ;e~ :~~~~~')!~~;> ~:,~:Jcri~t~:: "~?re 
\ of the 1 P.n(1 to '"' n enc" , sr~rinn- : "~'he!! nill the neu moon nass t hat ,.,e 
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rr2.y s e11 r·r :i.'" , '1.1 ,., ·er~ Sal) '1.th t h:;\t , ·e ri1?-~ ' o:"':"'ar -.·hee.t :"or s<:J.e , 1 

rr..akinc- the ~ "'l1,"'.'1 ~m::. J .. l. an~"' the "::>r ice o·rea t , fl '1'1r1 f~J.si:f;:rino- tre 

scqJ.e s ( \r>os " : -1 ,r= "···· V'ltre,#1 ri-h /'::JOe1P /f" 1 ;~>' 
,P ;:; 1 P eV'I .tr f / /"\/\ 'J? vt ' i ~ ,....,,, P 

. .P J ~' - V\1r 1 VI e"" l"r I/ 
11 There o, ... ,,. - ~' 

?P 

exc: ct ~.on:=- o:"' ·--. i·'~2 2 1_tho11..,·1" ~rou ha ve bnil t houses of' he ·m stone, 

vi ne· ·rrr.-· , ··n·· ,..,,~11 ·1ot <'lrin1< t heir ' ' ine ( A.Mos . F> : ll; c:f. Is;:\ . : : 

14,J.!= • I I 

( 

! 
.. o· · ~ro:- c o·· :i.- ~.., ... "- ·01 ., , reli..-ious ~~Moc:risy! rere is true social 

ros -··e ) J. ' :ne,·1 th"' t ,...ree<'l J.~nows no limits . I • ... , c "' It 

· ·~-11 o'"'··--·:. f"s , cle-+ (c.e- . lS .. 12 : 3 ~ c f . Isa . 32 :7 ) , 1)ribe (cf . Amos 

5 :1? ) , .. ... ' '='V. seJ.1. · --Tf'o_--t· m~tes i nto sl~ver~r (cf. Anos 2 : -S ; ~ :6 ) 

t c --c.. .::, i "vs 0''1 e .., - s . ::t. ··ill •1tter l -r { i s r e"'·.:: ra a J.l co·1ver.t.ion<>l 

enc _, 1, r rr .. e -:.··e i ... '"t1sb"J"•"s i n suc 11 0:_1>ression , so J.on<"' A.s vianas Ere 

::i:-ocnreo for their o;:YI f' ebt=n1cheries~4 i/eril~r , Isain1" exdl:=iir1s: 

IP'..,:) I 

( 
, 15> 

. f;/r5> ? , 1,? P:>~Pt .l'tA?e,/$J/ ,1'1f'k' 
11"/oe to ~roii ; 0 j oin house to house , anc1 arc., ·.''ielr to f iel d , til l ( 

there is no rio :r-e roof'1 , 'Vlc ~rou c:.re le:rt to aweJ.l :--,lone i n the l c:.nd 

(Isa. S :P) ! 11 T 'i~ .:-·1 <'lenonnces therr RS t1~ose r1ho " covet :f'iel~s ?.no 

seize ther" ~ cine" honses , ?no car:"v them o!'f' ; ( r •ho) crush e. ~reon'1n 

and his honse , ~- m:-1:1 anr1 his T"os.-:essions -----nna ··:ho eat d the 
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flesh of rm· '')e(Y-'I J.e r r.c" s tri·, tbem of t h eir flech ' Pnr, i~y bare I 
their ·)ones ~- ~ ·)re--·· t •., ~rt l :i.ke r1e::-.t in the ..,ot --J1r i"'lcsr · ·:i.th in 

(r ; C • r, • .~ ~ • 3 ) II '- . r .. , c. e L o 
Sl'C~ . i s the besti::-1 , N ':'._"'8.CiOUS 

ch<i.~ac+e,.., 0-"' -~:~op · · o evict' (i)r obably throu,,.h :foreclosure) the i r 
on:':. 

:1eic-h1)orP/o t-: "'.:.r · o.,..,~··te.::>r"'s in order to increase trelbr o-:.n es-

t :ttes . S00·..,, ·.1 ""~ .,ro....,1-.et.s ;nsti:"'iahl;r believ ed, no one '.iill re-

::? in )U"l. ·i.i r.- 8 "':i l".1j L ·v"'.. - -'l"'?.1) )ers , .'.'1.Ild the "'.>oor :reomen ·.·ill lose 

their "'los:i: .: o, .;.~ · ,1 8 co1mtrv~f> From ,,h.:--.t has been saia be:fore 

a1out t,'1e o]. "'es~rt :;n~_ Sh"')<:.t of Yahweh , it is very evi dent th?.t 

this :i.s :-- -1 , , • ., "?. ; _ 1_ o··': t ' -ie ;rinciole of the inalienabili t;r of' 

-
1 ~ ..... ('-. . ,,..., . 1 t l 1 ... 1 ~ :tr·, T .. "cse 1 "'O )hets c 111-:ot o. er?.te sue :rrenn;r , sncr 

hilJ - s lo ....,::. o ... · · . te· ... -1 ,T11r "'."' , consi<'1erec"' t~1e onstin'"· of' p2asc-.nt -

:'c;.rrers ·"r0 · e:l.i .. c:r·--11 >-oJ.flinrs , inher:i.tecl throur·h s\1ccessive 

'"'er,erat~ o~R o·" ·to ~ J ~ ""S .. ,".,ose li-fe raf C"one into the 
11
gooa earth, " 

·. 'as~ ·'ro:i.1,- lin Y'T''".,011.abJ.e crime . :To amount o-f' J.eo-al procef.ure 

coulr'l rnPke i ..... an ')e'' r ri<"''Pt~6 ':f:"ne devastation of the de:fienc eJ.ess 

}oor c.t the rercu o-:'' ·GhesE- ravenous r:olves is total r.na. irre·oa-

rable; c.nci · !Oe unto those yrho a.re ...... uil t;r of sheddi'l'lP; such in.110-

cent blood (cf • • Tr:!r . 2 :34 ~ 7:6a; 22 :13 ; 22 :17) . This is ' '··ell 

i llns trated ~)" the later exilic Denteronomic ec1itor of S"'nuel ~nd 

Kinc{s ··ho r.rives ns such stories as 1;re:~han 1 s nnr A-ble c:ma rebuke of' 

David ' s ;::i_ff-::;ir ; ·i~.'1 -:rthsheba (cf'. 2S. 12 :1-n) and the vd~.ov1
1

s 

'1itif11l nli"·ht in 2K. 4 :1, y:"1ere she ifl'C'lores ~lisha, the nrophet, 

to save lter :fror" the r·,.,·') inc- ja\·;s o-f these 11\!ild - beastsa" i.JthR 9G/r/ 

'e 11r J~?'1' ')AJrf 'YG 'f;r - fir »j'>-Y.> l''/f"'PJP - 'J? 't-J~ 
.5>~~/ ~ -.nir JO ' i> 'D l~p-y '..:> Vl-Y'1' ~.NI~ vi,,! 

.1·~?-Y( 1r '3f' ~J~ -v1.1r V')/)/1r ,,p 
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11 !~ow t he r1:i.-~e o:C' one o-f th~ r-embers o:f the nro,hetic order cried 

out to El:i.~1 ~., s r .·:tnc : q~r hnS~)eJ1d , ·our servant is clearl , anr1 

~rou V:nov1 t~-.~:t, ~·'011)" s~rv "'nt feared the Lorfl; bnt the crer1itor he.s 

come tote' P. :rcr t··o c'·jlr.,ren t o be hi s slaves!" (cf . Neh. !S : l -13 ). 

Such '·"<'S the . ·-=.se:''°''JlP J.ot o-<' the Door A.llc' the aef'enc -3less . Is 

··n 11 01en r nr'l ·toler3J1t mind ' 11 \'Thile t heir o~.·m 

fello\'·- r~en · ·e·-. L 1· .... ~rin' s o . T'' CY b ar to spe 2.k out a nd utter 

\:orrs of c ~- f"1 1 re 1-=i conri ewna.t.ion t o those Hho a.area t o 11erne -

s7." -.:5. ~J. •• ~.:-:se:t. ", · ·1·0 ·. ·ent r:ith the other exiles to ·3Rl)ylon

i ,_.. ' rm.i.~t r vc: )Ce"'1 · 1.11 e;re- ·. ·itness t o sone of t hese outraaeous 

deeds . Ti'o.1.' ··e r-.e~c·":ihes t:1e corruntion \.'ithin Jerusaler.
1 

thus : 

I''"'• {::>'"' ? p e-,. r> 1e--r '> / ( l? 1f;'15> ?I< 

..... p"l - r-;, e /7K\ r ;> I · P [.':>') • CJt'---l" JJl 'S> '>J..Jltl(,'d 

/Jt5>/1•,.,,../ '.rr/ /;). 1h;.1 ?l!Y 1pe-., f,,, ,.., 
.t:?Je.¥ /ff? 17e--r J;..il -.Jixl 

n-::i2ther C'\:1c :-:o _,,er ;i th i11 ~rou (tha t is, the city o:f Jerusalen) 

men c'l e s :'.) i se ~ t.lie r es :i.aent a lien Yii thin thev treat onpressively; 

the ornh~~1 ..,. .1.- · ~ t' (,., 22 7) Th e ""re th se -- . .. J.\.t O'' I ev Y.TOnP' .oze. J : • • • • e r C• 0 

'."ithin vou · ·: o slP.nC1er :i.n order to shed blood (Eze . 22 :9 ) •••• 

(Even) t'l-ie con:-on ..-,eonle pr a ctice onryression and conr.it robb ~r:v; 
they \'Jron:i: tre ':lo or ri.110 n e ea:v; ~.na. treat the resident Fllien · .. •i t h 

injustice (Eze . :~2 : 20; cf . Jer . 37 :2 ). 11* n=\l a chi (c. 4RB) (3:5) 

• cp. -.. ~1so~'8zek:-28 : 1 2 . cf . snrzoerP:er, r.1. ----P-6Tit:r of the Ancient 
Rehrer1s, 11 . 3: en . r.r - f1o., ?6 , 7? ; the Am Ha•Jtretz i s the 'federal 
asser.1bl;r o~ t,11e -,oor, th~ir representative body. c'f. Schaetter,n ., 
The Socicl Lerri sl<t:i.on of' the Primi tive Samit-es, !>,.... • 147f • 
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and Job Ceo 11.r)()), ho,rever, livino· alre-c,y at n ·til"'le ·:ihen the city 

of Ser11s<"ler11 an fi i -~ s r.'em )l"? ar been rebuilt ')" the returned exiles 

r::ore calri.l;r ~·1" re:flect.ivel:r, .- nc , al thoun-h there is st, i ll corru) tion 

•t . * ( '.·1 in, i"<'!lac1 i :-> :,;;· <Tob 24 : 2 - 12a ; cf. Job 20 :19 ; 3 1 : 21), the:v , 

toc-et'ber ·,.·:..t ·· '°:"'<"' -~: -~:.., ·ho -.lso liver 0·irirr· the "1estor;:a.tion ne·,~iod , 

(c. s20 ........ ,., ' 
• J> • ~ ' 

'JY/ '~ 
I':>??~ 

11Thus s ~ok 

~·ese - re the concitions of n od ' s a ccen-

/ ' .II Ir - v'\ I( e 'H" 

/Pe/)""' _f;r / 'A/r e , /r \.1 )"'')I / ;> e., "1 J\ - r;(" 
¥ o .. ·r o hosts, se.;ri ng : 1 "tender true ,i un("l'ments, anc 

·1r i rc·r ec:.c h to· •ar d h is brother. Do not on·1ress 

·1, ti-. e resident alien and ·tb e )Oor; and 

let n<'re C\f uon ~v: se in irot1r r•eart ;"ick edness ~rninst your brot:· er. 1 

(Zee,.., ? · '"' . . ' ISA. . f)P :6f. ; ral. 3 : 3 ,4)." 

cinctl·· s ·r-te ·; · e c ·iteria of socic-1 _instice Mfl the stana-.r cls ':hich 

r-cc rernire~ cri" his cre - t i.res in their rel::-tions to oae another. Thus , 

l ~ter, in the "'ree.: ~erior , the flu th or of' th e "look of.' Prover bs snea.1<s \ 

to11 1'a class o:f 1"\e0nle , ti ose teeth -:-.re sworcis rPr1 Yihose f.1.n.R"s 2.re knives ~ 

to flevo1J.r the noor :fror' the ec=i.rth, i= nd the needy :C'rorn flr.onP" men" (Prov. \ 

30: 14 /J'=Jf( I( l°'J 11 ?ff I hC'N' f#"JY h1tf -.J\IPIC'lll l'.Je ~' ?)Jl '>I?) 

to "a \'Ticked rn· .n · '"o o "'press the p oor" ..,,:--i. o i s comp:· r:-tol e to " a. lashing J I 
rain thci t leaves no f'ood '' (Prov. 2? :3 1'1J'}'1t/ ~O 1C'N' f'~ "$1} t.. 1 "l?).), H 
::.net he ur .... es thePi " not to rob t,h e no or, bee ... use he i2 Joor, nor crush \ 

*~P · ::lso ns . i oo :1<;, '·;:1 fch a ccore i.71,.,. -to I:C.-c ., Ps~.lrns, II·, nn. 366f'., 
is in t11~ eaT'lv ? e rsi.'U1 .....,erioc'I: ['>.nd, there-fore, it concerns the t imes 
under aisc11ssion. , 

** CJ?• Ps . 10 :2e. , ~; J.4 :4:, 37 :14, :for descriutions o'f the d~eds o'f the 
'.!1Cked . 
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t he neec1 • r i'>'"l the ~·ete " (?rov . ~2 :22 JTe? 'h l(;)"':J.1\-G'rl Jrli> (:i_ . ...) ~ f0_'1'1-ffr, 
for [le conclw''ef: tirt "he ···{'l o o .. ">:1resre- t'~e ')oor insu .ts his ! ?..;~er; 

1.)llt he · ·• 0 · neer ·- honors Fim" (Pr.ov. 14 : 31 h ":>f:.."'/ 

J '3? .::>K'I I S)f!,y P-,n 
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I n ":.1"'E' :-s-.. -:li t.e s oc ;.et .. 0-~ old, t1'°'e hecio f':-"' ,,_ ti e 'fc-·iJ.·r · 7 5 

t he -"~ ... t - P.l" ' .• ,."'"'0 n'~--recl ..... t~ or it·· ·.·ith h:i.s "·i::'<e i J' s1 e bore h i r. 

uerty o,,.. her · ·1!= ....,r = ~ · -.rl -11 s1"1 e ')QSSesse0 ;;~.s r·ifts ·;i iC~' :-:i c-1-t 
$ '-'• <04' l ~ ".t iftM.l'4t f'" ..... l't~. 

h nsb?nC. or f ather• this was t~1 e 

o-~ s 'r.: .... · .. ' 

• 

e e r t1·<'.t t •, e 'first- born son bec~1e , u-0011 

· .. er ( ·-.,1"1"1. Jp, ) or eve:1. a :"o.vori te r.ale s lcwe r1i "'ht 

i:-2".~rit -----~·- --.-:• ........ o)er-i:.~· ( ,.,·en. 1P· : 3 
'.Nr 

'Y-r. "'.J lff · r. ,,,, r"l?1r 1Y 1r'I 

' Si:1ce --ot1 h~ve ("'iv en l"':e n o · .~' U\'?-f? ~ • S)j J II ' ., ' '- • ,:i U.J 'I ') / .•-1.:1'' -~rP.m s - .il.' , 

"'ost eri ':.--, :-'"· · 01 PG' ,..,J. e i_-ve · ·i11 ·0e ~- "-lei r. 1 11
) 

The sons l i ved · ·ith ·che f~t>er eve7' after tJ1e;v har r·-::.r:;:•ied 

2-=---- h £>.~ c> .~J. · ran . 'T (l-ur'hters ··ere o"f a n.lc1• louer soc iaL 

stat ls -nt !"e .:i5.n e a ~o 11:1t il they uere r.tf'. "ried C1:1··· bore i:1. ildrene 

Thus , t'1e cl'iloren , 11~ inr· t:i e ryro)ert y of~ their father , coula 

~e sol e o~r ~1 i· "'S s}.r.ves, or r.is sons could be hired ont as l~.oor-

.... 
If c·'P. r· ··i 1.~r •.:~Pe ric'b. , then there wonlC' be 

housP.hol< sl "'.v~s, , .,..,o ·•.:.re qi ther r2sident a.liens or Israel ites 
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rec't:ceC' i:.o .,1 -ver~· 1 c ·s~ of destitution. nny o:: thes~ s l av es \:~re 

·rell tc:..ken care o·'"' ">: \,hc:.r r.r.sters, so trf't :not <"- fe-1,·1 o.~ t:"'em • re-

:erred to .... e1~. -l - ... n ~ o:'ev er c ... s slaves ·me.er a ~r- f- ter ' s :)rotection 

rather tr --.r h ve to ma.kl?. t ·,eir ric.y in the ··:orl( i'1de)encently . Also , 

r:~ny o:' t,he _ .. :\."'r!S residincr in the community hac f ound their lot 

rather hl'l"} ·~r , ro that in tire , they expressed ·i:,heir desire to b e-

come ful 1.- :flec'l,r-e ,., citizens and to enjoy all the provileges v.n ich 

came \/ith snc 1 citizenship . Since \..he comrruni t y had a reli("·ious 

basis, t r.> "J.:i.cn ""'irnt ,..,f" 0 t0 becoT'le circtunci zea. ancl then e)Qress 

his v i llinr·nef .J' o c-·~t:i.cj.1:;.te i n tJ"'l e ceremonial observ?.nces of t he 

.i"ebre' · :-e!_it"":'. co; J ,m·i t;· ( th is latter "1rovision r:£ s o'tionc:.l) . 

tl-e leveJ ... ·t J• :-r !s,..c-eJ.ite . As :i"or s1aves, as na.rt of tf>e 

Isre.el:::~:is 'o•is'"J· o~r" , anC' circur:izec (c::. ren . J.? : lJ.- 13), trey 

too .. c ... 2 "O"'s..:. -~rA- s~'1ers of ti·e coJ!l1"1lmit;r. 'T1l"ns , tl"e i~ebrew 

corr.or··eaJ.t" -·;:-s ver,r i"lc:..ns:.ve m1r --:J.lov:ea those of lo··er s t et11s 

to i:-"')rov-; _1.t...., eir osi-...:· OP co-1sir1erabl~r~8 

?'"ere ··ere, ·(.o be s11re , tbe lnKnrio;· s ricr < : 1~ the r'iser<.ble 

poor. 

r ise out o-r -··.h0:i.:r n over t;· . ni1on..-'i -"orct.;c'l to t~ kt'? to the c 5.t~·-c'11f.1':1 

·"or lor · ·in~·s (ls .. z : o ), the neec:· r,. i ..-·ht lif t hir1seJ.f out o:f 1'is 

r.isery. Ann .;l'St 1~re , ·e c c-.tch a .-·Ii!""'.)Se of one of tlic r·ost l'one-

.... ·1 ·t 20 11 il t.~01 l " • : 11 .eo ct, ~"':' tel1s P.S tr~t 115_1"1 rr:PJl~· of' these sr . v -

! ages o~ cor 1-ori thP~s1 i.:1,.,._-r-1oor !-id"t st•..l'.""ice f'or t he entire com-
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riinH,y , · 

~ er e ·-s . o · i ' ·;,:,o ,,. corr: 1172 i t: - o""' i nterests an~ a 

'Thus , it '"<".S so 

then1s eJ.ves 

ovr, ·e h...., v e r'l .. ., .:ol1e r cert n in :.~e sicen~ [-! J.iens -- or /" ' 1_>a-

- ' .... . ... e. v> :selve s , ret'"' ini;y·· - _.,r· 0 . . 
· os·t, of these rei ~ineC. 

settl<=!f o:-i 1; . 1_ .. ..,,.., "'S - ~e as:-.r.t ..... o~pJ.r.tion '"'n( these · :ere c c- llecl 

i_cs::f- "' i ... (!' '? e 1 J\) · ·· i 1 ~ t ' ose ··ho ·--ere not ~ o settJ.ee "'O:.."':e( -~or 

c. r' ril:i · , .-·e -s §_~~~~.::::~.;_..!:' (/'' l '.:::>e).':'1'- e ren"!r <.J. terr· - ·-.J .. iec' "? 
·.)otr_ c.:.r :- er; ··as "') ~ (;:,,:.t er<-.Il:r, s tr<>.n-·er) . ·:.rhen one o:f' t:- ese 

f~_:r_i_ir r i ef' , i i ~:c f -,1 :i.1- ( t'~e , ·ir'o .. 1 -- ';)J#r1t -- -n<" t.1, e OJ.' "'r .. "'ri--J'N\ ') 

· ·ere not Cri ve· ont o,"" their hnrn1)J.e cotta"·e, 1 nt rer'"'inea on tl•e 

l ll.:i:d rn( · ·or1·ef 0n i t 0 
1 ·enc e t1~ e locution 

.. hicr. occ1·rs so r::i ,,e•1tlv as a escri·..,tive of' tre con. ner e0. ""Or>n-

l?.tion. 11 31 .l_t ·'"':i.r ct , 

hin;e J_"" .. "'11s · ·• <?n • G )P. <l.s ·i:o tl"e ~-ittites (r-en. 22 :4) . ::>ut t:i.?t e r 

the re'IJr e1::s h :..f c "'1\ .. erec'l t'· e -.::~.r ... ~ni tes, c>.ra1 thronc·hout t.he ~iblica.1 

)erio<", eve11 -':.o "' t :i..r o • ;;,~n the "1 ~ h:-n becoPie conoletely assi-

• l}inz'l5er-,:_- -r.,.-fs-c r-rees~=-ith t'!ie i0.ea thc.t there ,r.s a &>rt of n r i.Miti ve 
cor.~P.isr <.· : onr t 1·e 7·ebrm'!S . c f' . ~:·nzbarrt, E. , Jlie Sozialen 
Verbn l tr:i~re _C.e:e _ I:.;:i::.e~li t..eut i the Jeuish '-tllF.\rterl~r Review, Vo1 . 22 , 
No. 4 , pp • "~or,""' . 
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!!ilated int"' "'eh 0· · _,_i.fe, 

for "" ""'rn~ ,., - . -·· . 1 
" 

:.~ ·: -i.1 :Lro- · · .pt tJ e ....,ros el;rte, i.,c is i nterecti:r..,rr to 

./\ "..,, t(' ·::i th tl ;:- t "consider-

'"'_.., .i i1 n t::i v es ( ho) s·t/ ?.chec'I t'l--ens~lves to Israel 

.c e "1t:i.011 into tb e :tole"' 1 :r the Isr!".eli tes v1~.s 

col ~ . th·, ~~ t ' o. e o EO- c t:' J.lec1 •ure ;-ehre•: b looc' 1::onlc1 rot -.fr it. thez: 

··11 <:. u~ ls . ")·t it ··as not lonr · ')ef'ore t 1-.e~ - 1-ac 

~ec o:-e cs~i i -

U'J be~o,..e · , e ') }. 'lS ~ T"C'fel to imitate . Thus , "the anC: the 

tt.mitie "' t .o ... ""' v • ce t · e"' selves t o 1\1.ll ner!bershi""'"' :i.n Isrc-.el . 

c~ co ''r'Se, es:i.( es t"' ese , ther e ··ere the sl?.ves (m~le .:.no :fer::.c.le), 
the 

tte ox, ::nci th e f s \ •' •O rlic1 the \;Ork ~:or/J"'ebrew l:"..nCl-oymers . Then , too, 

there \:.are ;·e'"-.re'''S t. er-selves - ·ho ' ·od(.ed on their 0\11 lc--n<'! or hire d 

tne!"'lselves on·i:, to o-ri1ers . 71-'e:r '::ere the / '" ?1~,,, 

and tl~e > "l . Of these, "onl~r one , the ~7, 

the './Y the I''\ 
I I 

c ~r:e to rne~:m the 

uns"Bccessf1·1 farrer , who, thonc;h he 0iC1 not _'1rosner , \".'' s still able 

to hol( on t.o his i~nc) cultivfltinE" it b~r the F.i C' o:f his \':i:f'e,Pn~ 

chil~en "'r - in r•<°'nv c~ses su'"''""'lementino- its i n§'ufficient retrrns 
\ 

,) 

by \'!Orkinr· n""rt o·.:' tr'e time :f'or o"bhers ard recei vinrr WA.P"es tl~erefor · • 113 
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s1~ves 

F .; r(::t l "'... ll<" 
.L •• "' ' V D 

cor"111on i nst i ti-tio· iii -=-nc ient, tir;es -- th Ftt o:f s l e<very. '":1;,€. sJF ve 

\"es c lJ. ec" 

:f' re ''cP or·i ~ .. " -·-i. ... ~ -·e11re' · hotise- h o10 o~ s l ::-.ve ·)p rent r.r" ·e , h e , .,~S 

caJJ.e0 c. V'I ' ? - ,.f, ( ren . J.L1 :lif) or a V\ '? -Jr (cf' • r~e1.., . lF : 

3; "S~c les. ~ : ...... - - cc;:· eT-Cec' -- ove on ,..., . 114), ( e.lso :f.or V'I '~ -g·r: 
<!en. J.?:J ' ; J. ~ . !:,r0 • : 11 · .. Ter . 2 :14) or a t;>Nn· - 1? :1ut, 

~1thon ·1- tie · ~o-.. =3- -.-.; -..,r"' c t icer• cl ,"'ver~; , tri e:v h ac'l a rooted ?version 

,h ,, . tr iec" t o rii t i C"'c.;te i ts evils e s 1 ·~11ci: c.s 

:1ossible . · -,.. · v ·.rec:.: · see-.... lo,- ~ in r-en . l F- :3 (c f . r-ey-.. 21 :7 - ::1.1), 

tne 

!'O r:.rl e ,...,n -: . ... .Anr · -~ le~r-n ·"rori nen . 24:2, e nc'l lS. 9 :3f'f'.; 2!?:14f:f. , 

:'or ·: - ~ ..... o i·-- · ('..... .:1( "duice> ''1.j1C~ to n e(':ot iate for t h e r1'."ster i 'l1 bt>.si-

ness trans""c"':,io·.., , or :i.--- n'"'tch- rr.<"1-~ in?· {f:;en . 24 : f3) . In :"'act, i n IChron. 

t o !1is ::; ...... r1t :.~. s .:i .... ve, YP ...... ha ; e-nci ir: Prov. 17:2 it states tre.t "a. 

cc;_'.1:>bJ.e servc:--yi:, -,·ill rnle ove r a fl is s olute son , c=i.nd ' :ill sl..,o.re tbe 

i:nheri 1..Hnce (} .onrr the l~ rothers"( ~ '?K' 1"? re N I r, .::>e# '1 ?Y 

~ 7fn· l''M /Nl?I AJ.t.hov~h 11ost of these n.o' s"f"eS 2.r'e r~t< ,er l c te in 

the ~ibli~e..l "")eri od , neverth eless th e~' e.o i nfic<"te ho,·: :: :f.?..vorBble 
~q 

• . q:t • es 1..lI!'E. e of the ""J os i t i on of the slrive PTe\'!. 

l·Tot opJ_v t h 5.s • hnt slaver~' '.'.ras miti.!Tc>.ted in even more prac

tical v1ays . ~ ' s 'Jook of' t he Coven?.nt informs ns that ''when you 

buy a F'ebrev; slave, J1e is to work :f'o!' ~rou six years, bnt in the 

*Cp. also Job' s cl.ef'ence of his treatment of slaves in 31 rl3-l5 . 
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seventh ~rear l•e is to O'() f ree n ithont pa.yinP- anythinp. If' he came 

in sinl"'le, re sha ll o·o ont sine-d e; if he y;as Jl1.B.rr:i.ed, his vrif'e shall 

go out ,.,i t h 1~ :i.l"". .. • ) 11·r if' the slave declares, ' I am :i:'ond of my 

rraster rr1v . .. ; ,,:..,, ' . ~' 
R ~ l'!i''" ch:i.10ren ; I will not cro :free, ' hj.s :riaster 

shall briYv-" :i r 1··-. to Goo ~ he sh all 'brine- h iJT1 un to tre ooor or 
' 

t he Cl oor-"'")oi=: -'- , "''1r"' ·.., j_s mas t er shall ::_:> ierce his ear with an a.wl; 

l' e shall ti~.,,.... 1)e '·; s s l e.ve "'")err~nently (Ex. 21: 2f':f. ) • 11 ? ?"( ~JJ ..J\ '::> 

,~,, /r? 1 I 'd>? Pl( P.Jf\ 'e? ..nr Jr~· '-r•?ePJ ':/?-r 1 P 1..Jt.. ~e. '1?1' 

1itr' ) ~tr P 1r/ .... /!Yr ;J> e;r 5> /(J- 1 I 1r1 fl 'De 1r -f, ? P 1r Jr 3°' 
'e.".\ I\ Q_ (' "''' trv-1r /<" t 'J? - v'!tr/ '.Jte1r -J)I<" '..J7rc- - J>tr ' J\?i>lf '3?T')) 

l'J11c Y}') / 5>'11-J!f5' -~ 11< ~n@-~ 1e')s>I l'',I;rv -f,r / 'J'?1c 1e').DI 
.jJ_f<-, r- !??"'r/ Y ~ "l#'? /J ~I<: -./>If 

Th11s , a slo..•re ' s ~,,ervi tqre j_s limited to six ~rears unless he vrishes 

to ~erai1 · sl...,ue ·"orever . Anc:i, in Ex.21 : 20f:f. , if' the slave is in.iured 

wrile i·1 s.=irvice ~ tl, ~re .:-.r e aunroT>riate l ans to na~r hiPl, in one v1ay 

o:., :.not"er ~ '"<""" 1'is loss ( 1.Jtll1r -V\Jr /If J'l?l - J)J( e 1

1< ~"' ".J/ 
/:j I J>? .J , /' /}..) 

" I~<:. ma.,, s tr.; 1 -::?s i-. :i s ral e or f errue slave nith a stick, so that he 

dies n10er l i s 112.110 , r e r11st be aven_r:-ed"-- c:f. . Ex. 21 : 26, 27, 32) . 

!"ore over, 1r,,,,... oeve r ,_ic'n::ins a rra..D, aDd sells him(as a slave), or if 

re is fotinr i ,, h i s riossess:i.on , must be nut to death" 

V>lll " \,/)/~ /3'? 1r~NJ/ ,..,;,#/ (Ex. 2l:Hi). And , in Ex. 

2o :10 , "on t n.e s ev entl" aa;r, it" is a Sabbath tmto the IJ:>rd thy God; 

~rou nust not r o an~r Horl: a t a ll, !!either you., nor ~ronr son, nor 

you.r dauc.·hter , nor vonr Male or feT".al e slave ••• "(cf . "!?;x. ?3 :12--~I'/ 

f"'t r::'ln::i:::, ~~s:::~~:.::.,:~!~:::!.~.:! ~::::~,. 
•This is urob1blv the-Elo1-iJT1 or Penates , household ~ods at the door. 
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onort;v COJ'1'1hi'l"les sorne ritnal observances nit h et hics . For i n J.2 :1~ , 

17 , lP; 16 :Jl, 14, it is s"')ecifica11-,; statea t hat the s l aves , 

alone- \'Ti th t' e cY( 1~e,... rnaJT'hers o:f the h onseh ola , snouJf take nart 

i n the 0 1)f er;.r ... ...,ces -t the centraJ_ sanctuc>.ry , Y1hether it be t h e 

Feast o-P · ·.,,e·-p O!' "'"' ::-'east of: Tabernacles. --owever , ethic s still 

!)recor'li"11"l.tes .:., 1e1·-~<:iro'"'1or~r-- in some ca ses on fl hio·rer l evel tran 

.... 
!!.-- so t,...,t. i·, ..... t ., ' : lL'~-<""':'., s l ?..ves r est on the Sabhe.th , and for this 

acrer1 e"' ~rnn: -ec~"se tre -·ebrews t1"i er.-:selves v:e re one e s l aves i n 

E~"1')t . Anr"' ·.; """t.
0 
l' :J.: :ff' e, t,'he l c>:r; in Bx. 21 1 :rer;ardinr th e send

inr· Of r ""e'1~"e"'." S] · ve free r> t the en<" of six ~rears 1 i. s mace even 

~ore , 11~-- ..... ·e-- 11 ~ .. ·.•.,en --011 set h iM free f r om ~rour service , ;rou 

m1st '"'ror".c · 0·1 : :' ri1 J.iber<' lly out of ~-onr '.'"lock , thresh il'"l['·-floor, 

""''"'~ · ·:-::e- ,.. ....... ~ .u 11 P['.., 1.11S-e"' J(r JhK 1 t..;,n /..J1tFG"' -'J/ 

·['i>p•I{/ lJ)).lf'/ 1JIC~ tf r '-JY..J> p..J"'r5> • An~~her act O~ 1-:i~Clness is in 

v e c2se o• · '1 ---rr:r:i.nr· a ~.·onan cam:.J.ve; that 1s , 2f he tir es o~ 

1-er . t• e~ , e -,·st not onl~r set rer free, but 

?o..:>.:> JJJ"1.J #J'I -- 11' -.e n1st '1ot sell 'ber as a slave ( Dt . l f- : l<"'f'f' . : : 11 

?in".l 1.: · , 11 -·011 r-•iis·· not t1lrn a slave over to ris master rrhen he has 

escc>.1er f'ror ·j_i::- raster to ;·ot1" (Dt. 23 :ln; cf . IJ,.. 2 :39 , ~0--")')J>"' ,rr 
I '-l'/ tr /'Y .+I J '~<' }.!--.J• 1 e1(' I 'J-:Yr -fir '?Y ) • To conclud e onr 

stucly of' h o1·.r s{:->.ver~r v1a s mit i n'ated the b est wa;r po s s ible rmder ex-

ist i nc-;; conni·i:.ions , .. ie neec3 onl ;r t o noint out a f'evr ryassa~es f'r om the 

post- e:dlic y•orl~s of r anc'l P . Ln r , Leviticus 2f- i s our l~e:r cha-vter. 

Ther') i"Yl vPrse 10, the :'."iftieth y ea r ( t he J ubile e ~rear) , rather then 

the seve11th ··ea.r (evi(lently this lay; in Ex. ? l : 2ff'. \·.·as not 1'.>r actic-

abl e ), is the tin:e \'!hen c:i J.l Ela.v e s r1erc fre ed : V\Jt, .J)fC Ne lff 
1c·» r?I' ~·?e» -f.::>~ ~11r? ")/")~ P...;.J<"/11 ~Je Jl•e~o 

.IPe..J\ IJ\f\'r)e,t -(,~ (.,'Jr/ JJ> Yl\IC -{;< e 11r /'.A ?el P~ 
"Jou mlist hallo\'/ the f'if'ti eth ;rear and procla i m liberty throughout 
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th its 

e l anCl to all/in'bahit ants; it i s t o be a ,juhilee for you , 

\'•hen eacr o"" vo11 shall r eturn to h is O\'fil nossessions , and 

each of "OP ~l all 'l"'etiirn to h is oYr.1 fe.mil;r. 11 And in verses 39 to 

C6 j-"' T - 1-.. - ' .). e.J ..... C- ·s · "<: r·ecnc ea t o such ooverty that 'the:r mnst sell 

themselves -... .. o J:.'~ei· .. 0'11 :::'ello\·!- :Tebre·, ·s a.s sl ves, such individuc>.ls 

ar e to be reC'.tc( not ""l.S ordi nar;r slaves, nho rne..y serve f'orever 
or settleo 

in c. fain~.J.- - - s i 1 "~·"i tcd nroperty , but rather merely as hired/ 

l aborers ( th::'I+ ; s ...,. ...... o " 
_,,, •• ' ' J\,,j-J 

?eJ.J\ ::> -- cf' . Sulzberger , 11:r. - - Status of' 

labor i n .!\ncient I srael-- pp . 116ff.). This appl ies also t o a poor 

Hebrew ~.n th~ errol o"' o~ "'\ rich a lien or serf'; anr1 his ~r )o or 

'·insr-.e.n f'111[)t, :rJ' >r~ee:i .. 1" 'iin, ~- .L' tr.at neecl~r relative cannot redeerr1 

·. ir:sel::' (L~ ~c L"L? r.:. c:: ) ·-V • ..,,i : - - ,"l-J ., -:;i:i_ naJ:lv, P states with re,...,ard to the 

Pe.ssov.,.v· i;,~c ... i :.c ·": at "a1y s lci.ve of a rnan tl e:;, has hee:1 ::iurc~1a >ed 

::.~. - ...?at o· ·· ~ .·oa - -.vc circumcized h im" (Ex. 12 : 44-- 3?-Y -F.:ll 

I 'i-l ~I<' 1 Ir /VI f f' S>J\( II I ?oJ-J>J,)¥ e'J(' ) • Thus , only 

b:- en·:...e:;.":i.:r· i ·1to he c ove:iant of' Ab:-aham d i d t1"'e sl<:we hecome A 

:.:e:-"2)er o ~ '.:, ~ :!';r"'eJ.:i:'.:.i s·~ cor"'Jl11m:'.. t~; anf ~Jartal::e of' its !Jrivile("'es 

(c~. '1en . )_,..., : 11 - J.:") .. 

A..,_f so, '"'e riave seen that the Hebrer:s trien to lessen as 

r1t~ch 2.s ·)oss:i.1)le t,l•e ev:i.J.s of sJ.aver:r, si·nce the~r believed that 

only Goc'l ,·,as t1' e trn e oHner of' men and o:f' the lanc1 \'non which tliey-
34 

live . "Froi"' I s J."a eJ. 1as cOirie a moral code hased on tr-e Ten Cornrna.nd-

!1ents, \•rr :i.c'-' ex""")resses, a s ,·1ell c:.s !llere laws can, the :fnn0amenta.1 

dllties of !"al! to ~oa a·1a to h is fellow- T'!en... It is this code that 

is the basis not on1-.- of t he .constitutions hnt also of' the ever:r-
35 

day lif'e of ci.lJ ti1e rrreat c'le!llocracies of the present-clay·. 
11 
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v:as c" t \e r im. 

3n 
3 l : 4 1 - - B) . 

Th'ns, ex-

,.,.,, e:; ~ ~-:' : ;, e-r"' ,,r
. j., -,·:>e f)-yep f})rr? "')e1c j..'>~ /1r /'/'orK f ''?1rl 

' .rt ' .:> eAle.r> t'h 1r1P../I ,,.I/ ,.,:>e /\A.Jti '"' ~~ 
-hr/ 'fY JO/, - ,,{) /e 'J-' - .J1 ,, ,1re1 -1 rrtP 1•{;r1 1r• g 

~~"' K Fl l -n -""" J' ~ Y ..ti Jr} ... . · rr 0. l i' » "iJ/ ~ 

"·:ou r.:;st 11ot ,, • .,, ?,/~ P ~;.~ i(;;;r:r ";o·::.:_; .1o~r'h::' n/~r~-.... : ,~t~er 
l:e :.s oni:~ o:: :rm1 :r c1 1· ;yi:.r;r:ie:1 or one o-:. t ·1e F,li~ns re s i dent in ~ro1U"' 

l a..'rld, i ;1 ~ron:r C OJ"1'"in::lt., -. "'(on rr.st "'JC.;r h i m ris ' f f4t"t'eS b;r t }"'e Ce.;r , o e 

::ore t he si.::i sets , for he i:=: ·)oor c::n c" eX')ectin...,. it , s o the.t he 

r-a:r not c , ... ,. to t:1e ~ ,orC: atYn.inst ;ron , F..'Yld you incur ...-,,d. l t (Dt. 2 .t'.'.. : 

of c. hirr:!c:"l 1 ':)o "'er a11.e not t o ,...er:~.in 211 n ir.-'\...t , .. ~~.th ~ron tb1ti1 

n:.orr in~ ( Lev . J. 0 : 12 ) • 11 L-i other , .. orf s , the ':;:-.c-;es of t:'. poor hir ed 

S9rve.nt "'.r e n ot t o be ,·ithheJ.r -fror· him ?.:f'ter the time they are 

due. 'T'hev ·· re t o be n~ i f re('"nJ.arl~r <".t the end of a d y 1 s wor~7 

. . 
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Tl"e (.!er 

•··~.S accorrer• -'-0 t e f' 1 ""')).,, tl,e t;a"'J.acn:i.ti S J-d.rer. 1?.bOr9r S , b~r 

t'·e 1'1.\"S o·~ ~ . ""' . ·•• :y1r· p ~s to t~ ... e slri.ves ~·nc1 t.1.e oti 0r ~r":1lo~-ed 
• • • > 

serv"l:nts : (),""' . : :~3 : " , 13; Dt . 1?; :11 ,J.4. ; 2'1 :14,lf;,17, etc . 

· · o l:;."e ('v bee::- r iscussed). Even 11nhen yo1' h P..ve 

::'inic' er' . . . '1.11 th".') ( les of: yonr ·'1ro<i11c e i n t he t h ird 

. \ 
vi"" ~ """' 

... , 
l. e·. : '. J +. .· 

· ·e· t ..., 1 ; ::.-~ 
... ~ ' 

( Dt 0 r::. • J 2 • c 1"' n··· \,, . "- ' • - .. J ; .... • "' . 

"'J <!- VI' e ' fe S> ».J ep l "' JO ?.fl ')e~ Jt' -}_, - "' Ir "I e-.,. ( 5>f" .:> JI ' .:> 

".;_,.· ~r:,, ~!_. ?'. ;e~ .~~~n;~f,,"[!,:,::~ J~·~o:!C:::.th~: ~-~1 f-:i~!:5> 

resir<ept l~ e:, , -'.-i.ce :-:, tre Lorr" , <>:rn ~ronr '!od '' (Lev . l \'.' :10; c::. 

!'t. 24 : JS~. i'trJI "'l).v ~y F C/<;:t. /( t j'K'>.::> 6-i ;;>/ rm.vi If r rf'> .:>I 

~;{,, 1)) "Jf( f,J\I~ .ev-:in s:i.n .. ·18 ~·rr·1 e 6ust be l eft to the Door. ':i:'l;eir 
' 

l e':et ".nd ":,'heir '')eret are their 0ue; 00 n ot ''itrolr' trese f'rom 

t r·eF. 'l'he r,1;=- ' ase>r ;:i11i -- t~~e trie1r"'!.i A.l tithe -- 5.s t11eirs, t oo; 

l et t he O'e ::":'.:- ~n(~ t 1"e ot.her veetl;:er classes of' the ;·ebr~vr societ;r 

share i n t'h::..s , too . 
,, 
k'or t he Lor0 t riev fiod is •••• one ,·:ho is n ever 

nar tie.l , · nc" never ta~-ps a brib e , 1\·f10 sec u r e $ ,511stice. for the or

phan c.nf t1ie , . .; r"o, .. , c-nr'l l oves t 'J-l e r esic'lent al:i.en in r-ivinr:- him 

foo~ <>J10 cJ.ot~, inr· . So von shonl(- love the resic=lent ?.lien ; for you 

nere once ::.."'esj/e:rt ~ J :i e;is voqrsi:?l ves in the lP..nc of; !::c-ynt . 11 ( Dt. 10: 

17-1~ ~ cf'. I~v. l." : ~3 --P 

")~ ?~Ir/ 5}-J~hr/ /'I.A' 

f'9>}1'~J<? fJ>··~ ''~}-'~ 

/(e, ' /rf ")G,t ··· ·J(l'i> .1".J~i>f;< 'S> ~~ 
c-~~ S) ey ~ /) -e, /t r , 1rfi I' l..J.. 

~W" '°~?1'1('1 {>~' ""r i£ 
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Ar:.c1 final.l ·- .,..... cl :i.;11::-l XAs t~..,e entire £,-.::Cpment ~or e nal treri:cnant 

~or <11 l abo·""err-> · y r:?n"'!P·ci·~.-· :.--.-r- :i.a arn::i ;ic·:d.n t: e t'"ouc-.·h t : u•,-ou 

s:'l~J.l ]'::>Ve . 1•" one O v-i~rnce , \·:ith r2sic'le:nt r lien
38 ~mc'I nf'.tive-

orn3R 7.0 b ( ./.' 4 v ~ trP +.er' li1:e ••• • " Lev . 24 : ?.2a ; c .i: . Ez: . 12 : ~ ; :·um. 

_ .. ;_,10ness to Animals 

,.,,.,., .. e i 0· 1~ ~t.hcr ,.,.roun -.··>. ich •.10rk for 1:1en . The se ~re 

·.:.,' ~ o·: ~·nci tl e ass usec1 by the P.ncient ;·ebrews . 

As r1 1ro 1 ··o"t•"'! ·: n.1 "'lo··ec1 ')-- r.~ , they require hnm--:.ne tre? t ment . 

Tht s ' i" '-• • .. · : '"'';') /JY/r ? >/\ p I~~ rerJ\ -Jrt 
I • c · · "' \, 

2':° (II - ....,r .: ..._ • -. ..... 

· 1 J. - : i r . . t t h ' · 1 k ") ::i • L 2n 1 s r;o er s mi_. , a l!c. 2n av. 22 : 

c - :--e o_., ., co· · o::· ewe , ~1ou n1st no·c s1 R.nc·hter it, 

a,-·f :'.. t.s i ·oi· ..... · o·1 ···• ~ ~--- e fir1.v " --.,.-), /.Jfl -,/url /-AJC JJB //f' -,1e1 

9Nr /'/ ' p /C/I eV\ I ( f A.11,:i there~ore ' care is taken to be as lit.tle 

C~ ·e:'._ r ' 08 . ole . 'i:,h t'her' • Anc 11 j_f' VO\ ' Che.nee nnon '!Ottr enem;<r 1 S 

o:: or ass '"'·oirv: -:r tr:-H , vo11 m1st be snre to t r->ke it home to hil'n" 

(~. "::3 : ,.. : c_,.. . T)t . 22 : 1 - F ) 'fr(./\ I'> i /'l //( / P • 1r 1Je "'Y ~fl\/\ ".:> 

/} /J?'e.U) ?e5> f1~oreover, 11 if you shoult4 hApnen to come u!}on a 

bird ' s :Jest i ., · .irr tre~ , or on the a round , rd th ;rounp nes or 

eC7c-s, ~n('l the mo·.:..J~er s i t tin..,. on the :rounP- or the e r-·r.rs , vou must 

not t ake the mother with t1"'e voLm?," -- (Dt . 22 :6 ) -Ii' fC) r ' . ;) 
l-, 3;> rJdr -,,;ij-PKSJ/ P·~·r 11( l'/1>1"tr ~K'i>-h 11c fi-6? 

.P '...}? 5) -F< rte~ (\';',.I\ /(r,. !-· ?5> -h- ,,( , , "..,~If'» - " "'.!-?., 
And :rour J.Pna "onr:i.n_o- 1t .. ne seventh ~rear ~rou must leave it al.one and 

let it lie -~r.Jl o,·, so th<' t tre poor of' ~rour !)eople re:r eat of it , and 

vmE1.t the:· l ePve t!"'3 ... :i.lr1 beasts may eat" (~. 23 : 11 ; cf. Lev. 25 : 5-7--1"': 



/ } ..::> /r I ~...l'eC.J/ 
-..Arr,? e7>1 

G /( J) /' ") J) ., I ? ¥'( , ..J , ? /C 

'T'J"'ns ~ t s "look of the Covenant, D, ana r ::iro-

vicle J.arn::; · :ric1· nrrre the f'10A"t, ht•.rr:e.ne tre<"l.tment :for dumb ;::,i.n :i.mals . 

i n his d _.· __ ,_-· ··o-.. ,'-
0
t "'he>re-"'ore ?--· 

0 3 · 1 2 le,.,.1·s1.,+es · J. - .. • ' ~J,. • r., • • • C:• ..., • 
1'11' J>e-e 

R~-·s : 11 ·r011 nPst not anzzle an ox \"hen he is treacin()"' (!)t . 
I(~ ') I e, 

s-·~s' . re ._...., _,e sac:'l hm·· >iblica l vrriters nrotested ·the l ·?borers 

of t: e :-ird.~n-::, .. a r1· 1 s 0ciety. ··1e notice ·th<.t. in sone la,·m t: iere 

is a feveJ.o 'l-~"TG o+' -c,1-, e hnnrneness in t r eat in"' tl-~em. ".'le realize 

!sr ae J. ' s J.-- ·. · i:; -:..~~ i1o·c. ?. ·~ .,..e ""'ormal ler;alism, but that the:r a.re tenp

e!'eA ,.. .r~ -C.J.'" o-- · ree et'-i :i.c ~l an0 s oci::\l consciousness . 

O:" t:· 8 · ·e~'-:e:..""' c::-.f; es of ind ivi<'1nRlS, there rena in two g roups 

:.o be 0i scusse0 -- t:-i e Levi t es a:.1c ·,·:oren. 

The J.R.vi tes 

In the olc c""""S o-:' the ,Tuol"J"es , the Levites nere i tiner.ar~r 

cinistrant s 2t s~J.l s<.nctua r:i.es on "Jrivate estates (cf' . c.TuC' . 17: 
If' 161C'/ 

10 "JJJr/ ;-;,~fl ?tlif £) ' ~/ • ..,,., - f);>e, 

l
"'·M/ !"~)..? [WI p•!f•f fo.::> 1.11"lt.1" l ('_ /\lttr 

" 'Live \lith m , ' r1·icah s~ to him: •Ve father and prie to me, 

and I y·iJ.l p·ive :rm1 ten shekels of silver a year, the necessary 

clothes, <me :rour livin("f. • " ). In other words) a Levite from 

~thlehem i11 <Tuf <'.1" j s to serve in the emoloy of the Eohraimite Mic .it 
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as his ·'">r:i.est in r etl1rn :J:'or foof , cloth inr , -::.no lorkrina. A;1d 

\··hen lA.r~e'" 1 .. oc s-ric t.11r..,.r~.es r::re' . .' U""" in v-"'rions cities, li1:e 

'!i 1-·<:- 1 -- _, <c Tt ' <- i o "0 ) ·~,,_th ....,1 ti1!=>Se ·.·,·,-nc"er .... · n,...· _)""'J.. es+s 
• • • e . > ; v ' ,..;; -<, ' - L .~ - .., 

xt , ·ith the cr-:>ner r -.nce of' Deu teronomy 

(h21) E"r r" 't ' e c0r.-m-.;.1C" J"or ::-- sinc:;le , c entral s e nctnar;r in Jeru

s?ler, "'h "re l o r · ]. s . .,ctn3.r·ies (i; •inC:lea in im"')ortanca . n, l·oy;-

ev~r, r.· de ·cv:i.~,:Lons ·""or -c '•e d i. )laceri Levites of' t h e local 

shrineE' ,. ...: --· ":.'1 -;: · "":" ~ _uc:.1 share of t11e o :-""erino-s · :i th 

·..,heir f'p 1 ~.r.- · ~ e s i n t '-.e c e11tra l s anctuary (Dt . 18 : 8 ft/) 
·( I r.;}/() ?~ ..:> r_:l-.en, too, the entire class o:f Levites oYmea 

of s ") ,., .. J~.:>r 'D" 'i)' ,('r
,,~J1 ,.., tr, 

:-:.-:>irs , t.}"lrt ib , tre •:!hole tribe of Levi, shall 

'.'!-:ve 110 ""ro· ... e:--·..,·r or reri ~.--e li1rn the rest of' Israel J t hev shall 

live 01 '.:,' 1 :: .... -c ·i ·"ices I"< <'le to the L-0!"'<'1 :-.nC the <"ties nade over 

t.o lh JT1 . 11 ) . ~ eref ore J.:.h e~r are t o receive nortio:1s of the annu?..l 

tit!ie, shnre :i.-n th3 offerin"'s broup'ht to the TeHple on the Fe::- st 

Of 11feelrn Fl1f t he "'~bernacles Feast, ana Sh8.re in the triennial 

S>-/Kr;.I /'J\J\ I J~ (Dt . 1 4 : 22 , 23 , 27 ; 12 : 1~, 

l~; le; :10 -14; 14 : ~.;7 -2~ ) . 

:1-· t, e:f'ter t: e Exile, Sze!<iel , nlanninc- f'or the restoration 

of the ':erT"'IJ_e, s corns t'be J.ocal Levites c-1nrl r::.""1:es them r.~enial 

servent s to t1"e :""'e 1.11<.r "')riests of' t~1e central sanctnary. And 

it is these ')riests , .. • 10 no'T receive their nortion of: the offer ings 

ana tJ~e 11est of' the i'inst- :frtJ.its and <"!on£"h (Ezek. 44 : 28-30). 

l:oreover, th~ r~inistr nt.s in the Telil?le and their sunerior s are 
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allotec" r "leci l stri·) o:f l:o>.nr ~ro•mt ·the 'l'eJlTIJle (~zek • .f..n : l-Fi ), 

for, 2.s h:-p beens. ir~, t:"e" hc.c no "')riv-·i:.e ...,ro·)ar t y . And P 

str~nctf'ie-•s t' ese ·n-.ovj_sicns , .' st2.tina t1i-t. th~ir i-nd s11oulc"'! 

11 :-n the c a se o;" t1~~ ci ti9s o~ 

Levi t~s , · o- P.VP. , , i '1 "-'"! c . se o·f th e 1-ions es o:: tl·e cities in 

T.,cvi tes s11< .. ! l h~ ve a per r-:> etn"'".1 richt of: 

... ,e:;e -re t' e f'or t.:v- e i --ht cities ~:1<1 . heir s11.b-

urbs 1 ~ on., i·1 'Jh. :c:. : 1 - P . And , l i ke in D, only to a r·recter 

ext'-'n·::., 'l - • .... o "'~c~ive ·~ort ions of' the o:f .. "'erin,-.. s :F'or "heir 

1 ,' ~ , 24 , 8F- 32 , a ,10 ,11,J.4 , lP; Lev. 7 : P , 9-10,11-

2f- · 0 ) .. 

o, because o: their ~eculiar - osition in ~1e 

relic--io··, 1i:f'? o·" the rebre~:: c0!'1.Jnuni t:v , h:tc1 to be tal<:e11 :r.ra of: . 

I!'l-.;:: (~~ . 20:17a ; c .~ . T.Jt . ;t; :21) it s-~rs 

11 ' 'ou r:1nst not covet ~rour neiP-hbor ' s ... if'e . " f -Y"> V. ~ J~ 

Thus , ~t aver~ · e :rlv pt- -e in rebre,.- history , the ,·om.-\71 ··ra.s 

r e.r:c- rciee , li~e th~ sl..,.v e , cis t~·e '")'"'ivc-.te nro·perty of her husband, 
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r:e.r<e b=· c o·itr st or , .... ~- ..... S3; ~ 1~ t':; · ·or:r·1 lost 1~er -.e:"'Gor--J. 
t o 

f:-e er:-o. , · ·• ,., .... .., · ..... s • ... ~-.... t 9 r .. cv21"'/ tn9 s ·,i·t,o·"' :i.n :;. ... et<l:r''l"l ""or .... 

~it.Lou I t' 

1 , •o';')e1•·'"v (,.., .r. . v ""·'- . qen. l'S : 2 ; 30 :4 , 0 ; Jud . l? :lf' .), 

- t ·nn"'..,.,; te ''Of"\'=1 !1 in 2K. 4 : 8f • , i s c a l l e0 f'n '5> e1< 

... ich ··or· ( c '"' . lK. 0 : 16 )~9 -iut , i n c:;ener ? l , it may 

. .., ... coul not inherit ::.wooert.y (exoen t Ruth 4 : 3 , S ; 

~\tr-, . ''7 :1 - i.; ~ : ].- 12 P; c f . J ob 42 :15 ; Josh . 17:3-q which are 
to ~nherit 

?OSt- e:dl ic T:ss~es . These, too , a re rr.ade/ only b ecause of f e -

- ·--e·"" -.. ::.:. i:.r-e , - ... ,.,, ,. 

r ear. f~.tr·er (c-''' ., '"' en:''"') , :i.n or0er t o nre s erve t,"· e J.r tter ' s nc-r.e r:.r:d 

Us :-1!'0 ....,e:;.-'··· -· (c -'-' . Dt . 2F : f.,..=.,: ) . I :' ·:_h e h rotfi er ('"'oes r.ot :fplf i l l 

tr is o"'>li -~t:i.o?l, ~-: . ~ -~11~ · ·i( O' · t~1:es }1i s ~<'."'.Ci.< 1 :''ro~ his :foot nnd 

s:1its i n h:i.s :CacP (c ·"' . nt . 2F : c:--J.O: -:>tit,:" ,. ; cf. Ps • ..:o :10). 
40* 

t Previ"o\1-Zi"-:-;·n- r eci-''~_er· onl:-r -;o~~sc<-\~i_(-~--inherit (Dt. 21 :lf::r . ; 25 : 
F-J.0~ . 

" A fie} ·~ff ·ev~r , rP~ -c,; e ril""1't r.!"'<~ r~ut~' to reneerr his deceased 
kinsr·:>.11 1 f": -. .... 0 ..... ,.,.,....;_,~· , ::'..nc~.n{ ~_ ,y· !'its rtife, blit he floes not h~ve the 
cut;.r o-"" Tev i:r· ~ e r'-!'" i:-.r·e ("':~ntr 4: [" - f:' 7l O,ll,21). In s Sch effer, 
S,2.c_;i._r} .. J~.::}.'"'.J_<~d._on _ _o_-- t~1 e Prir.iit ive Seni~.,2 7 n . 61. 
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':"rus , i nfirec·[·1_-,, ....... ,:i. ~· i:··stor· ··;2r- rnmrn e : -"'or j_t :r ·ev1n·::.er! th~ 

-ffo-.: ?ro~~ 'be::.·, · i:h.,..ry Tl. m'.t on t~e s tre:t, it~ out ~n;rone to 

:>rovi(le ""0i' - or ~l 

16, i t etat.~P: :r-~ n r .... , sec"•i.ces q viq::in , ·: lCJ is not betrothed , 

... ~::'It: -:;r ... ')~ 0J.11teb r r efuses to ~·ive her to hir:., 

.s>h ?::>el ?> e?1r u F'> ti(' ~)1V>P -e... ·1r '$'>~ tJ' - '.:JI 

5M II'> f' '3»'P/r ;1r#' /lrN P l f 9 e /rf ,) S>-J "') SJ N' -,-s>.+' 

.. . .JI(/.,,? » --.vN :.> ~ e '. <.3'o :.> 1 P . 
?or, ... Ji-·· co er::> - ~r c, : 1-=-r·e oone t,o one ' s "1r1vate ~1ronert~'• 

into sJ.aver.r rr:us t, so . ,.. . ' 
_o::~ ~~ s· e · f' i"1 11:L c re , ::>e "')l"Ovide<l , :ith f'oo ,- , c lothes, -y1( 

:.er c o:-. : 1,.·t .. :' .,_ .. _._ l-tc h·· }"or r1P.ster : if he coes not, th:i.i; , then f-.h e 

.:.t'"'o"t rone~ · (cf . j'Jc . 21:7-11. In Dt . lf : 1 2 , hovr-

ev~r, s! e ~-~ ·ro-vir"'ed :for l i b e r 2.ll?) . 

-:~-C-0'"·,.~jri..-· to- r·c-LeYlll~ln , Anc:i.ent r i storJ'' p .- 17P; Smit~, W. R. ' 
Kins·h.·) .... n{ ... r-riflc--'"' ' ·;n . 14 S:f. . , 272; 1

·•
1elJhausen, Ehe, pn . 4(.)0 7474, 

~?0 ! t1~e Levi7·c: ··- e s-rs te:-·. is ·· s•.1.rviv0.l frori <' nrev:i.ous polyA.ndric 
societv . St ..... re ( '"'e sc....., isrte 0.es Vo1kes Isr::-el, I , n!) . 3~3f'. )rele.tes 
it to enc e~tor-Y·o·rshl.n-.- ··i .-R: Sm{th (Kinsh5.p, !' · lFR) sa~rs : "It ("f'oes 
back to c- t~ r"'e o.(' r.,.... r ia .... ·e in 1•:h ich o. sr:all £ rOU"."' o-£ brothers , d·v1e l 1ing 
to:ether 0,1 the ~~re e~t?.tc , "lad -. sort of cor-:.r.on nroperty ~.n the wife . 



'::'hen , '" to0. "f .< • , ,. 

inc- <' j_vorce : /rf _p1r SJ ' S>I -~FTP! ~1r e'1r fl/>' '.:::> 

?V'l:J/ ) ?'3 v"\ l'"'N' » ;:> A'J-¥ '.:::> /'.J ' -Y? /f\ /r~AIJ\ 

liJ.'? ¥ ~/) le I .:Y'3 Ip /"'....)I V\ J\, ~ ~ '") ~ 0 5>F"' 
5>1rJe / ) /\ / \ - (; '}(' (' 'iJJ\ ' })/ D.Jh/ /V\'?h' ~~'/ 

»~, i' j./\J/ vi.Jl • 1 .::> -,ao :Vr ?Jl.::>/ /nn1r i> c. '"" 

~(,('))fl r t '>e}( I 1)111rn e.xSJ JI IN'' • ::> /IC /VI '?¥ '.i) nfeJ 

1r.111· » i 'S>Vlll/ Y ?1er i>Jl(e ')e/( /'e105> »~:> ~1· ll'r 
. · ·~ • - - V e/('t II" -;,Em r.!M ta: es a ".'i:C'e "".71<- P'lP..r r ies her , 

e foes not. ~ieEl se hir , bec-·'se he l'>Ps -""ouncl 

~ , ... ,, n( ,,~ y-rites c-. '1ill o.~ {ivorce, ~.rd '"'lllt-

-... ·-. - ·.~ 1· ~ .. ,... .... ~-
- '! ·""'=: 

,.. ~, ... n( then l.re 

· ·i·· 1~ "(..' ir:.st 1~er, ~:--c: ·-rites her a b i~.l o :? c:i-

. ,.... :i. ,.. - :i.11"'· 0 ,_,e r ·..,~ nf , cU~JY.isres her -Prorr, h 5.s rouse, 

O:' i f.._ . e 1 . t~r ..,,.S '" ·1f ,:.0 rt r~ied her (lies, r er former r u sb2nd 

· ·::o c ivorcer· · er r;~·· ·10·'.:. 1: r r :r ""'er E.~· [' in •• •• " In other wor cls, t}-le 

::~nit: of \"OnJ..n ·1Pt to be , .. inta inea, Sre '''Snot f'. r.1ere toy, 

?:a.sti.l·· (ivor ce<'i -- ·id reii' i?nied at ''•ill . ;-ror cculf! her hiisbPnd 

e.ccuse 'b er upj11~tlv 01' 11nch~stit~r ; or else °!"e had to "'"'Y 100 s ilve r 

s°!"ekel~ to her ~~tho ,... 

~¥¥ ?::J e / 
51")?'.JS) 'P/r[ 

S>.tr "') e1 r \f\ ri If\ 

(nt . ,-2 :17ff. ).°'; 5>'>7.J f!., 1/r ,,~J ":> 

i>t ,/ '\/) ? 

/H.J'°#J/ 

S) e chA I -ve ?J(' /(' r ') t,,(' 
S>#'r ? ::Je D e 1

J( S> /~JI 

'i>e,C'r i)•i)\/) -1P fa~ 

. /"ti' - ~ -»" fe 
"If a l!Pn ch ~pc ei=: n'1oP ., <-rirl , a v i rp.in wl\o is not betrothed, and 
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seizes her, :--:;y- l ies ,. :·.-.:,h her , <.110. the~r ::re c enr.rht , the r.<".11 

\:ho l 2:r ··•it1 ' 1i::r r:ii.st 7>-;r t1- e c·:rl ' s -""at'ber fi::'t y shekels o-f s ilver , 

end she sh: ll. 1)e r is ,;i "'e as l orw, as he J..iv e f , ,·;ithout, h:.i.s beini:; 

aHe to r1 i ro:::-ce - ~:"" , hecc-.l·se he violate<" rer" -- Dt . 22 : 2P , 2~ ~ . 
;·o\·1ever , j.-'-' ti.·e ,.. . .,:.. ... J .. cJ•:.i.eF ont for t:eln en- ·..,here 5s r one to 

save her, · .. · 1 ~ c~ r.-. 2" r-7) ,1 .. e<' '.I v e ,:.<::: : .. - c. • For t1-e brazen vio-

r-- ··r·'·t,er~ oT' Israel y:e.s not to b e tolerz,teo (ci' . 

Juel • J. r -:' l ; "' ~ri • ,. 4 : n : J.f'f . ) • 

Dt . ~l : 11· .... . ' .. "'v o.J i.o· ·e ., to r:ourn :.:'o r her husband for a \:hole 

.... '! , '"er cc>'1tor may ri.ar::"Y her rnc" Pe.ve inter

·;"-, i , he c"oes not like l1e1' , then 'tie shall 

:'..-:t 1·er --o -f';-.,•~!'.> -":'( i"Ot sel~. 1 er for Mone~· ?,s a s l ave, "bec ?ttse 

And e¥'lll'l if' 

':::."' i.,..s - b or n was to inherit t,_·,ro- t11irds of' hi~ 

:'c:~: er 1 s nrc ~~-_ .... -:-.-. - ( ........... . '"'l lr= 17) - .. " " r ..... : ;:o - • 
Also , · ·e ~ e.ve seen the innumerable 

:;c.ssar-·es .... icn ." ..... otect ·--er ~s c. r ·idow (Dt . lO : l P. ; 24 :17; 27 : 19; 

~~ : l<='- 2 J. ! J..1t,.J.· .. 2 ·, 9 ·. Dt 1~ 11 i .a 26 12f' • Isa 1 ·17 · 10·2 · Ter y ; ' • \') : ' - ; :. - • ' ' • - • ' • ' t • 

? ·~ . . . ' 2 3 ' * : ,etc..\ 1 • 

* Other sources reC:·a r cTnp:l:,T1 e treatment ot· vroJ'llen a re to be toun?. in: 
!erth olet , :·istor;r of -·ebre\': Civilization, P!' • 148ff.; Day, The 
Social L:i.:::'e of the : ·eb.,..e~ s , p • 12?ff. ; 'lfil'lc:volopedia 11\iblica II, 
pp. 140Pf. , %0 437 . 
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Chant er VI 

Jnstice 

Of c 0t1 :; .... sc, r 1 ·1"> ' , l'?S ?lre~.dy been i n·i:.ir·.atec concernina ~he 

~ible ' s <"-7e·· se·1s?. o ~ j ·sti ce - - es ryec i e ll7· i n -orotectino- tl:e 

/? I ? ? J J I ? If 

"' , ,.~,, -1_. t '"~ -i1i st ~.c e 0ue yonr noor i n his c a se." 

:sx. 23 :6 (E) ste.tes ex

C 'iJ e ,y » CV> .1ct 

'iliere<'o: ' 0 ' - /'Y 11' VI e JI - [,, 1r1 e 7 Ne .-re,,., 
.P/ ? J - I ) /I} (' 9 '~I./) ,,...r [),,//> 17 \I),, -v f £>°"'"1J 

l/l&:i>r ~ , ?1 / -,1uc \.)\ wf p1 -fr 9..JYVt -/rFI v,-'/-, f 
- 1r( ·.:> }')'5>-J\ -~ l~n ?-11 /'/)""' '1,t"">e-,?'3¥ 

fro"//'' J>'/;) d ) rt' ~/le?> ' :J /\Yl)J) 1rf 11>e1 -re1 ... /''~'r 
. I' , :-. · 'J ~ • ") ?'1 

. .: v:. ~, ~.s c: , i..e::-rsav evid~nce~ c'l o no( .ioin h 9nc"'-s 

··:t:: '" ' •i c .ec err-on ,. b~ i:n · F n '" liciotis -r r:i.·tness . von Must not 

:::'olJo··: -v,e r io"' i."'.- t~ · t o :i.n" , -r ono- , nor ,-ive evicenc e in a l c;.vr 

suit so ~ G to --e·--v0rt ~ ,. '" t ic e , h ,- t nrniw F.sic1 e \;ith the r.i.?.j or

it;r.. .. Avoir ..ro ~.se ch"'.n -:;es; cl o not have innocent en<i [1.' i l tless 
never 

persons '"'Ut to r e ' t 11 , nor ;:i.c <_uit t h e \ .. icY:ed. Vou nn1st/tr-.ke e. 

bribe; for ?. br:i.be , J.in<'l. s the ooen- e;red end snbverts even a just 

case ( -::;-..--"-.. ?3 :1 , 2 , 7 , P ; cf . Dt. 24 :17 ; 27 : 2B).
11 These c:re the 

important ·r ssF <'·es in E .?nd t h eir T°)c,rallels in D '·'!:.ic'h instruct 

:;mhlic tr:::··q in '" l s i n rr:-tters o:" justice. AnJ jnst -s D in 27 :25 

curses t h of'e ' ~~ 0 'Y)erv ert ~ n stj.ce, so the l)ronhets sP.v : n··;oe t o 

those rt~o •••• ·i;hr•\ st c-::;7J e ~ ... he; neec:r ~rorr· their ri?hts, ::i.na rob 

~poor ones o.r.- ; \• stice" (Is~. 10 :2 ) j'"lN cJt/C0f'···· 1

llf> 

, n "'.JY c~e# f';>Fl /JI f9 
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1C'Je 1, }' ;uJt 'Tlf c 6;;e¥! /J\'~J°'/ //J>" ;- ~ /n KC .. 
"t' - . 

•• 11 ne;r \;:~ oJf l10t ·t,hq c:-1·s'.? of t h e or-:_)h <>.n , to cf".rr~r i t t o 

SUCCess, rn,~ -~. e l~::. c·]yi,S of' -C,1' 9 neec\~ - t,1·,ev r: o n ot <lef' enc°!. (,Ter. 

!5 :2P) . " T,'I 
J.' 0 !'' .-i..i·os r-. - ··s to ·'"-er ( f :1 %) , ·" I k n or: t ha t yonr 

.. ~ ..... r .. -· -11"" , -opr s i:1s c otmtlesF; yon , · ·i10 

• ..... 0 ""' .... .,""\ · - .. ... 
• • ' v " • 

~t '(-.~ r ·- t r r ,~ ~ . ·p·' ic ~ is (_e=:-lt) " -- /",.fl) ''1)7'3" ";:) 
.1G;, 

~~~P fJ'Jt'?~rl '1 d .J '"lr 11 17~ , 11~ P:JV.rrCn fl'N'~I . P.::' :d a> 
· ~ e r?. ~ . ~- ~ .... -'"' . .,!:! • :.er -::.re tmnrotected ' "J.. t h a em :.h i n 

:-::.:~r" e{ ' .• ; .· ., --::. . . ~ -.:.c ·· " J.. o·i . ~ --t r·iir i''"IC- u.r ; r:st ver c ict:-
, .. .1. .. " ' .I 4 ' "<- 6<) 

~ ~- :_- ..... ·"· P co··, ..... "'!"" t : "'f' fen;'itl'e t" i;; o ~ -,,J•eir r i .- ·?:ts12 (cf' • 

, 1 ..... . c; . - ov .. ... .. . """ . . ' . 1 0 "") r eJ ther·• i::o +h~.t t 1·ev. __ : ;:1 , ?..n 1'e 1 .. _ v 

11 'i'Jr s s: i t h the 

'o...,t· •• 1 · · -"' · - " . --l .. e . ire , :,1 - lrri: -. .:.th nor:e ·cc c_uencJ· it.; ~-::: e r-use of' ~"r.:rr 

?.l : l·; c ." . (.Te r . 2:: :3 ) " / J 1 ~ "i> ?NI( S>:> .... 

e /(';:, /(s"" p> /WY 'J' I' ri,. > 1Fh> I ~e ti -, l' ? f 

Cr.is .,as·:::., ·-~~,,~~'' ;,~~o ~:~'z.J~;:cli~~!~/it'~!~- -:,~~ 
::.r. i m) ort<.:nt :"'-o r t o:C' t..,_, e 1· i nrr r s r1::.ties ,,.;as to 'l)e ::i r <.nd j u dp,e 

cases (es:) ci"'ll ;r r ·') e-- ls , c::: . 2S . 14 :4 ) e.t th~ c i t y gate (cf' . 

2S. l f : ?. - 4) ~3 I ,.., other ,·.ror0s , Prove:rhs (11 :14 ) r e f l ects : "For 

want of c:i.1 ~.danc e a. -1eo·-.J.e y·il 1- fF, l l; ···ut s af'et,· lies i n a 

Yealt'h of c onris~lor!'; " fY1~ ?'>? ,,"(Je.Jtl pr-fi>• -AIYM..I\ J'K'? 

-}ottever, rer.e? ">P-r : " ("')eii ~ rm1r r.otit r on the . i~e of' Justice, 
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·1~ -1-'-o n.:>or- · · 11 (";'rov "l •r) L ~.,,. - - .... . I ~ • • • • 

///?/r/ 
". e - , ' 0 · • · · r- rnr:: 

cot· r t 1 l r 

(c . • ,-re..., . , J" - .!. : . . • 

7 , , ' . . . 
:1 t. 

(.!o.. . . . 

-· () 

.., 

() · 1 • "· i ·:i·_-··, ... -, ... , - ... ·1c" " ~-_"l...o ;\·rru;,. g (cL' "-:.c"I... ".> ·l' • • J vL . - .., • • e .._, • r '. • ._.. • ) e 

·er e sei teci ( c ::' . Ps . '°'.1 . • <?Q . 
... • r- ' 

?o : .1.'7 ' 

(c c • • 7:.:-." -l'"'~ J.S. 1L : .'1 i'-~2 ; Dt. . l : lR , J.7 -- e::c.-;:--t ~.n T.>t . 

21 :1,.... "\ ... , ... l "" .... r- t t: o ·.·ere necersar;r ; a t -J.l ev e.,_·:.,::s , no o~e 

?iveryt.1' ing /ossible ·:as do .. 1e to ir:::-

: r 0 
... s u 0·1 ·.:,· ~ i:tness es ? sense of resDonsi b i l i t~r. I f their 

ev:. ej ce .!.eci. t o t,~e con~e!'ination o=- t11 e 2.ccrsed1 they hP.d to b e 

·~ e ::.. irs t ·l,o i -- :r h2nc1s on him (cf. Dt. 17 :7 ; Lev . 24 :14) . I f 

-cheir evidenc e v1as proved t o be fal se , they v;ere l i abl e to t he 

Puni shment they h ad hoped to b r i nf' on the a ccused man (cf'. Dt. 

1S :l 9 ) . The oath seems to have been a n i rn)ort2J1i.. !- L1·t c.:-'"' t :·e cu;;rt 

pr oceflure ( c:f. , "'3e r tholet, ~istcr~r o~ Tye brew Civilization , p . 

226) . It r:as ~hi~fl~- nsea. , ' f c onrse , in ca s 9s •db er e t11ere wer e 

no 1;•itne sses . If, fo r example , a man had entrusted an ani mal to 

the care o·i=' '.lr'oth e:r-, ancl t he a nim.tl T>eri s '-'ed , o r wa s hurt or 

s tolen , ,.,i th 011t :--.Tl7'one 1-ir-:vinr· s e en i t , an oath "before Yahvteh" 
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decir1ef t.~ e ,,e ·tion (cf . 41x . 22 : 0~ V~v. l~ : r~?. : J.K. 0 ~21) . I'he 

t'· e s- IE ('"' ~-.. ... ..&. "' • ... o ... :.s 

ha!!r~ s .,..- ~- s : - - o ,, ""· - v::>·1 ( ~ ,.. en lt1 22 ~ 3"' • ""() ) · · ··- "'ne ..... "' e - c • - - • - : .. ; .OJ... . ,.._. • -x ' ~ .... . 

c: • l "' .., \ II • •;!: 
• • " • 0 

~a to ""' 

e' . ;.;~ 

o::' .:.o~ . : 

,,.,.,.., -

.... .. . 

e ';> ..J J\ r> V\ e 'J.J (Lev. 24 : 1 "-r-':f . ) ".'-.s ext.~nr-

iT· ··oor :i.': rone~r 0 :1 in 1<in('l 8. loss i>t1-Plict-

-c i-"·· c i n '?:=- or : · ~sti tut ions ···ere ir..,ose<" i n cr>s~s 

. : J - •1; ~Av • .; :2 - 7) or 0~1e.t:te to nronert.y (<!:'-: . 21 : 2~-24 ; 

.... -

sn 0 "' O"'e ' '"' e:le-:f -- C:'°' . ~. 23 :4. , i:; ; Dt . 22 :J.- 4) . 

c- es :i.n··olvef in~11r·· to a :->erson. w fhoever ~-(i(l.n-."".)s 

ITI't'St 

ti) NI 1 '1'1/Y 1'31? 1r!Jl.J/ 7h:is , not <ml:r ':as ~ M:--n '1rotected 

b· · :·e')r~- r J.~ · · · . ·11'1:"' ,.., ~ h'-" ·1enec1 to ~~f'f'er r:. loss , bnt :i.~ he \'.'P.re 

, . ~ -( l rJ.1ri--, eti , . e co11l~ ' -..-:ive reelress bv tre law even to t1·. e extent o~ 

dem;'-"1 f'li r0' the r ef"i}" ')en:"'lt~r. I n ~c: . 21:1A,10 , i:f.' t Yro &"!en f'i~ht 

r.n( on; su~":.:--rs so .. ,,c·~ -"':.. ... or tlie blm·;s i:rifli~terl t ,,nt he is un~'blP. 

e 'O>J ay>""'lies .:i Iso to 

f "'..!'!" - O:~a ·:;_("I ~ '\' ~)' rt o·" "' ... )~!'SOn I S '"'tody ( C:f' • Ex • 21126- 27; Lev• 

24 :F ·) . 

'.'i:'l is is how .. ehre•·· la.Yr , when administered justl y , protects 
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t'l- ose ··ho, ··i tno1it ~,,~,,. .... -... ovis i o:-:s ~:--·ri---· '":;e·" 

·. ·oulc ' . 'p'"' "'erec' i;u'"9Fl.S' · r-.bl~r . 

· :e c o·~c:i ·· -e o·':"' ~iY'.l~ ·s is o: -ipst:i.ce i :1 t1~ ·, se·"se o·'"' ' ro-

"·~ .... ... J1 
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':'11e ! 2 .. :1~ 1a·reI' - -- ... - ..__... -- ~--

r~ e 0C -:· t 

Ol")O • • c. ) - -. ' 
• " . J 

":"Y'- ~-· 

' ' 

• • ., .,... -J." ~- c 011: :c ils 1 .J f 'f inst r nct e r., ";1c1 ··,ired 

cic1; 

rt o 

0 .. . ,,, 
?~ ::l . , 

·ov:· ' 'l • if' :i.:1·1oc ence , i-. e c ot· l e"' f'lae to ?. s?.n c t 1 1<.>:.. ... '" i:i tr.e 

/' ';'IY ) ~," .. o t ' "' e /'' ")")' o"': ·t,he i- nri :f.or protect i on . i'i'rom 

:- nd t r e 

v "' / ntr - ·..,riest P C r.,:i.n.q· c-:.s i.n err:e r J. P. !"~' c . .: . . . • . .~ : - . • . ·i tr. ·:-.' ~. 01/" .1 • _,_ • • t ~ . ( J:o l S 1 ""' 1 i: ) 

-:nt t1"ere ' "A.S r:nc, :-' >ns e of this nri vile.-·e . A.'l'l<i. , 

?s "it> S:- •'·nel ' s ons (ls . A:3 ; c :f. Amos f' : 12 ,lf' ) , of.'ten the ,11-.,y 

-~riests · ·onJf' · cce ... t -'"'::\rt of the 'l ~.:> as A hr i be cornint," ei t her 

:'rom -:-• e /> 3-1) or V · e Ther efore , t he 

r;)-
its "'i>~ 

were e1iminated. !'riest , 5. t s ttnd the f'?I 11ily 
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In short, , h" · 1sti-'.:, tt i m' o-"' ") ~..:> ,.,,- ~ ·10 J.on'"·P.:" ..- 110·· ·~(., . ::Ln

ste .. r, ::- f "'c"'eru 0-"'·"::.c~r , ~re f'~v s;,..). ,, 1:·as s~nt. to ~Per 
C .. :.,ton to , • · c ~Ql' "'t. ")....,OC""9 .:;in;-~ P...?'K ,..~C ;iv~ h"' deC'lt1"- ···.l"'..,r-•it 

'.J ';) "j 
I 

··-· i.T.· - ~~ .... -on coni.b~ then ~1ee to a :f':i.::ec1 , se ~ r~ tei::' 

c:'.t·· ( tf'i) ¥ ) ' '< ) ( "It . 4 : "'.l-L~8 : t .1 ... i::: _-.. -.s.sc"'"e s'leci·c>).es three 

cit:i. 0 P • ~ • .,_ • • - 1.2 .. ...,t :i.ci'J .. tes -;:.i-e ;-~'c'l itbn o-r tli ree no:re 1 ··nr •• 

~) .... ,t:- ,, • - ., 
•llJ. J • . ; 

_ .. -. - .. 

-·e&t>-· · ··· .: ~.c· '·e "")O~sesse(1 (c~. Jt. J.0 : 1?. ) . IT' the victi!"l 

·· r .:l' ·p" :.· - n~e· -· ~· ., .... :it c o1 ·rt. of ~-nei:Ll , he servec'l ris term 

. 
'e C 0 ' 1 ]/ l'°'e ·:i. 1.lec' r~ ... ' . 

c,eat'h o-i: t.i .... e ""'res:if inc-1 / 'i>_:) 

F''i~ f'K)- ' s e~~-th-,·<'-rr-:--rit ··;·s 

ut i""' re left be "ore r ).s t err: e::-:">~.rea , 

J.C" : 12; ~-nm. 3f : 2~ ' . 7) . --m:ev~r , i t \'.'Cl.S 

stil:.. ':'"\QS _.,_ le ·"nr the ") ' -Y » '..)? .Y of Ftrt CJ;')¥ ., "y .. ho 

···ere ·"riE" ..,~J. · - '-:i. th t1 .... ,~ other loc<=1.l co11 nc ils , "'..,o nr event iustice . 

r·ore ov ..,r, t: ~ co:ron )eo1le , tr.e fru" i l ;ir r.1r)o, ~:-ic1 t h e ' J)):I 

')'-tSJ . . ""'8 ~· "·, iJ.J. ""e.v0tirabl;r r~iff.)OSec'i to ;-i,"'ke \'Se of' tr~e "')~..:> . 

1·r-=is torn b~r its roots Y:ith 

t!'e :-')ol:i ..... io·.., o ~ t' e l''"t~ 'J/') "'I in hoMicid~ ~~ses , ~ nc1 t~a estab

.---rr:i\~,"'.'"'-;'~q:--'"::£°1,;-.-.~ cities s~lec-ter ... -e-res5.tes" o:"'-X1c-ient:"-s~rfiies Tc:r • 
• Toi:-'"' • --n :? , o) , , : ., ich were F l·.~ .31:1c1 ;r ns;rl nres for uni:ntention~l rnur
r'lerers " (Kent , ~ . 'I<' . - Is,...c>.el's laws ~'1•"'. LeC"aJ. Precenents,p . 01, n.). 

•• 'Tll1 e 6 fJ>lt' "1'"l' '·"'s not the seA.t of' the f'er!eral hiooh c ourt • The 
5>':11" i'1 ,TfH'm;~~1er q:i.~ t' .... e ~'!c:.tional court o-P anpeals . It was the 
c'ut~r o:·" t'he ~~-Y to r ~store the innocent murderer to the &rM ")? 
(l-TnM. :? F : ·~F-) . I 



c~ntor t o -=-x 

Accor-" i.; · · 0 

cut~ tl· e ec i s io~1s ( /') ~ .J" - C? e,#) ( :-Jt . l e:) : 1~ ). 

'"' t;' , ... . l? •?,7- "; i o : r=: , o , :i.t ... ,,_s ,Tehosh"!·11,at (?73-

\'.rss e1-::'..; .: "" 1..o'3•- "ro··· N11- ::.cic"e cases , " nC1 tn<>t the St"' te '."'lone ' ' 7<1 

iu,,..j 8 ~-(' '· -: (''"' " ... •..,is •.., j .... 1 ,., ·:i.me . 1146 An( f'ror· tl1i s tiP1e , the h mrni-

ci r e -"1-::( I') A ')/? :i.nsteafl of the olj¥ '°)'~ ( c f . P::--ov . 28 : 

l? Ip I .J KV\ ' nr. OJJ' }/? 7r e'f1J P9? 

II ·Y" 'I l "' "p .• · ot ~,.. r· .., 11 1 s h l oo<'l shall :2J. ~e t o t b e 

let :10 01 ; ('l 

, . 
v • 

to ""ctec 

so .... . -· e .; ,., .. .... 

"' "' :i: ... 
l..o "'re " ) . 47~ 

.. · :ri ters h~ve , i11<"ee r , co.,...tr :i:)uter n-rec.tJ.~r to c-

• c: of' t .,_ ~ ::.err!" " .i11stic e . 11 Th~ .. h?V~ tqnr'ht us 

** ·:i.th l ove ( n( ; 01verseJ_v) . 

· ·.;? shrll poi · r ii:;cuss hm · the l a nd · rns t.ised 

to 1 1 0 , rir' e :"m."' ·(le needs of the ' '3ak cma t he ( e s titnte , " f.'he n oor 

;- The- t:r ..,·~1.:f:::-t:.0-1 i-s "n{me;-S"o-f~rt I mi··h b e abl e to :f:fX-the-naS: 
S9.0 ·e i nto ;-.,· e r-'i i:;cnss i ori . ** ··ebrei'' 1 ...... . 01..,oses ·)n=1ish i w :::; t'he ''j\J, t .he man onc e f.' Cil'l.lit t ed 
(c+' . T'\t . Y ' : ln) . ,., .. ,,..,e --.;_·)1e t .ali: es !;eci~l n~ins to distiru~nish 
betyreen t}"l e , 'l\J .·"~·· t~1e i" •':fl-, t'he wholly i nnocent man \\'ho 
has nev er 1.)ea~/ sns"'>ectec'l o-"' #-:\15-J.t (c:f. l K. ~ :32; ~. 21:2~; 22 :R; 
23 : Q; nt . ?F : l , ~ ; Is~ . S :23 ; ~er. 30 :11; 46 :2~; Amos 2 16; 5:12; 
Ps . 4 : 21 ; Prov. J.7 : 1~ , etc.). 
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C'1e.::->ter VIII 

V'I"' .1 ~ f ,.., .JN.J'\ 1rr ~ ,c-s>I 

f, I( S> ' r - 1..::> .11, P e/tA/ P ,,., >- - .. .J 

..,e ~ ol ~ :Ln """erpetni:ty; for tfl e lAn~ i s r.1ine, 
,P-.A /( 

• 0 0·11·- r es i (ent, ·-·J. i e·!s :-..i ct serf's nncer r-:e (Lev . 2F : 

9, ,3 ) II M '°'· 
J • 

ir~ · :; .,o,..., t s ~ ~nd · o one has the ri r·ht to kee·-. it :for 

hiP'sel·" ::3,...,...n·r-r ( ~;.;:c e1t Levit i c r.l .,ast11re l nn r- , ·.·:1ich co11lc be 

"'e~~~•ef · ·r t.irri~ : it · ·a s ina lienr..ble - - Lev. 2f' : 34; c f . lK 

-0 ... , 
~- . 
- . ' . . 

·~ ~ 
: I • ......,(, • l,... : J. 4 ; ?.7 :17; Vos . !1 :10; Prov. 22 :2)1; 

1ric; ';") 'n '),... · o .. ,~ ... e ti"\ ·"h ~ rnnnber of -:·~ons r i sefl ir rel""t.ior: to 

· ·ou_1 .:: l)e -.... .· • · - · 1 1.. .. .. "' r; :i. ·..., - ~=--= · ·e;-e _ess , t1~e r ice \:cnJf be lo· :er. 

i·o .... i:> o•ro:r . - . ' . ' 
'.:.ive (J.ev . ?. r. : 2F - ,J7 , 29- 2Z ; cf. ,Jer . 32 :7 - 1 5; lY.. 21); or the 

seller hinR~ l-f' c o111( receer it a ccoroinn- to the nuMber of' ~_re .!:l rs 

l eft :'or t'i i:; tTti1) ilee ve<.r . One reta ined the riO'ht to reaeeP'l a 

house ir a. · ;r lle<'I ci+,• r "':or one yeer . After t~ r-t t ime t1'e honse 

r.--.'3.:'-' rer,·· i--1 ~:"orever ith ._')e ' n:r-chaser . Fm-.•ever, as :for houses 

i !l nn•:::> llec"' v ilJ.!" ("eR (lit::e :in fie10s ), the riaht o'f reoenntion 

shall '"e .... et-iner ·" n" ~· v t. ime ci.nr'I the l a n(I shall be re~eased in 

the J ubj_J.ee :rear (c:"' . ·...,he last verses qnotea , and Lev. 8lhl3,24 , 

he ;xce? 'Ot ion o'f' I.svites • land (Lev. 25 :32-
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on l-n( . ,.. " ' ~ h · · :i_o.··,.,p a. _ _ -~te""'.-. .,_· O"" '"'"'.•. ".-.i... ~ o l,,.. •• · · •. ,r ,ro i"'~en, .:.. l S :us"-" . - - • ''-·" ., ~ 1 · - • 

c'eser1 "' i ' .... ~ . n~--o 1--
c. --- ~ t hat. J-nf! i~ i'"!~iien-l)loS -- tJie 'Y' ir·1- ~:. o~ 

-11 (c "' • 1 -- :J -- A. -b _ ..... .,..-
- -~·)ot.r· 1 s vir.2~- r<~' -,... n. vi oJ.a.t:i. 011 . ' 

O~ ... . .. ~ .. F: 

" . :' :,..:i_ (,•) ~r~<" 70:. 22 :1'"! (E), (c f' . nt • . :: :14) 

...... ~2tives enjoined that no ,··o-r1• ... _ s to :Je 

.. ,. ·-i , ·-' ( . ·::,o b~ r"one 

0:1 ·" • e ., 

to ?3 :10,11 , 

• I 

II o"!' it i ~ .... 
--~ 

. 
" . tl c •••• 

Vl'"t'?es>/ 9"11rtAJ\ -"'r< ..r,~01r/ f!..~-,1r ~1r l"'> ~J\ . l''.Je e.e:! 
Jfr 1J'?K /(;1r/ )Mee)/ 2:Uo,('lJ> ~is s·-bbat~ r:t"IC1"")1~ ·:· • st1.L-'-

-~, ....... ,; e· ·:... ' - ... -~c r . -ri·.:.ers ill Levitic1·s: -"' /( l'"'e.,~,')/ 

r,,,,, 3i>'?~1' -f3'i h1r? 11?~ /'v11("j>1 9.Je ~"e,;,,,D c../JJ~ 
l?e..J\ /Vt/'J ;;Jt,K-f; t..'1r/ /\./\11\K-f;r e:'J(' /'\It?~/ l':Jf' 9•9J'\ Jr•v 

11 '"011 ···1· C>... ' -11 o· . - p J i· -r~ ; e·c ..., ··e- -~ ~n( "'1.~oc., "'.im • ... \;,,) .. - \.I ,, '~ .. • \J l- c. ,.l ' .... l .I • i... c ... 

out tre i_- .... r t.l"'I ~11 jts :h1"lF-":l:i.t<:nt.s; it is t.0 he c: ~it•1:>ilee f'or 

eacr o·F' V()1 ' ;'"re• ... r~·:· ·:"'n +o "'· ;c: o··.,.., -'-'·r·il~~ (I.o\r 2C::: •l0 • c~ Lev -"' - v - · .~, ..... .. ... • $i • ' • ' • • 

2F : ~ ,7,ll: ~7 : 30 * -- . ,...,., 1 (' • ",.. • cf' Lev ~c • f; --1·) 11 
- - ' '- .. • ·- • t~ ~ ..... • • ' • • 

In Lev . 2F : 

• :.;;·-:,~- e--:: 1 ~-<"-. ":ir ~ -;- ·t1i. is- lP-:·· -So:!er.;~ t o rRVe bee~ ~fsrerrPrdec, ec
CO::'fj_-.-,,.. ·'"o '.., ·, , .. ·i+,io:ns y·hi r t};e P 'Titers ive US (cf. Lev. 
2r.; . ~· Lr- · .., __ '"r . ·· " • "l · lr-,._ J7 • 1 11 l""' 11:: . 32 36 · 2Cro '!1~ •21 ) For 
• • ": ' •.L " J • • • • ' '- ' ._., • ,...,.t lJ - • , ' 14..&. e • e _.- ' J • QC' • • 

l t, :'.t ' 0" t ible t 1 ·. t r -"ixi:v· T'~llm·· '£or 'i.ll t~e land v·ould cause an 
iriter.,.·l""Yl::iori r/.' Fcc:i. ·:i. :- ··r' econo?"'.ic li:re , ·Qthotle'h such a. f llow 
~·e;->r i··.~s oh~r->r•v-:<" i~ ··eri . J.0:31 , Joseuhus ,Antiquitiea , XI. a. 6, 
<:1r' ~ 1 o·,.-· t'~r. ·r-.~i·n:-i'9·ns (1 ?e.cc. 6 :4c ,53 ~. See caidiridge ible on 
Levi·i.:.icl'r, n . 127·~. 
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12- 1r , r:o .· ,~ +· .. - .. ' ' -- ' .., -~ 

t ··e ~- .... J.. r;·'"" f' i 

2~-07 0 .... . 
' 

-._ . . ., . 
t.:.or- t o r ""r' ~ 

·ror" • c o 

"=' ~p,; .,r.·\{' or s I J"'.i t c1" ( .?)CKe J ~re~ r ( c.(:' . Lev. 2.c : 

J.40 . ) . An: [" kins:~'! ,._ ( f;.). ) 1-.rs ..... e 0 li""?,-" 
i1 ~ ·J.··vef ;: i :1sr::"';"' or his l;o,1r'l (Lev. 2.1:) : 2F- ::>l ; cf . 

* :? .. ~<- . : ~-el~ . ll : l F ; --re h . F: 0
) . 

. ~ :10 ,ll ; Lev . 25 :4 f . ; 37 :30 ) . -:iirst, 1/., . ..,_. 
J • • 

··i., ·· ·· · ·, i"'",1-e . or t1"'e '..fY Jer->t'(/1 1( 1 .:J 'tf"S> 1r~I 

f''TYeP ')e.g ~JK/KS>J """"'' ?_>.S>I !!IY ~-,f11Jt /'f/) ,r 
.. ~~r:'"' ier< f 'l' >1c:c: -::~ [~~" ~.[,.:~p: r~:t~~e{t/~:i __ 

t · e:--e -· !:::: -· • 

co 0 "'n , t -~:· ei r ·"'ill~ in orrer ti- a t t.re 1.-0rc 

!.4 :2c · c ·'"'. ~.... . ,. : 1 '" ) . 11 - 1., ot h e r -aorCls, ever'" thirr ~repr , the 

"1..ithe i s ·10t :.o ' 1e consnr1ec' ".t t1· e c entr< :i_ G• rctnP.rv b~r tte of. erer, 

'i. -~ ... c:: ,,_ • • • • 
I 0\ f> E "0 .'.( ' 

too ... re::t t o c·rr:· t1 ~ t~.the, then r~o:ne;v :i.s P-xchanc-er :ror t ",e -.:-ooc.,), 

bt1t r "' t ih e r i ... :'8 r ··:.o r ef 1J in tre Israelite ' s nr'.1.ive ""J.nce a s a 

* ':'his I.e,;.-i .. i ·c -:;_ , ,, -,{lae la•: '.;z.s ·~robab·1~~- r.;r;fe f-~, P ,·riters a s a 
cor-nro:-- ise lo. et · ·e ~n r r;esh·e J.:,o revert t.o '.'rirr:i tive corvnnnisJ'!'I , ,··'here 
the lane · .,. ~ ·' f: ollit.eJ.v :i.nalien~' .... le ~J.:f tr. e nro':'"lert;-· of ~ lJ., n1<" 
the i-,c-t i t.1" :i0·1 o-::: ri•rte J.c=ncon1er~hi0 (cf". ~e1·•fJ!'~ns , Leviticus, 
p . 12&3) . .,.,o::-" , r s 1. ·.c ~.12 ... ~ac" '"r)ee!1 n mtioned tre 9tiKe., ~seventh 
: ·ec:.r ) ]_r.,- ··:-s ""Ot ¥) .... ..,_cticc:-hle (see "'.') . 141,n. *). other comproms9s, 
·.·hie'' 1"'cve h~o,"' r1entio:1ec, ··:ere : l and in \Talled c ities cou1d be re
deeried onl;r ..c-or one vefl r (Lev. 25 :2~-30 ) -- in nm·re1led villc..P.es a t 
en;r t irr;e (! .e•r . 2c; :31) • Levites 1 · "'asture- land coulc a l ways be re
deel""ea (Tov ri~ . ~·.; _ -,4t .. ..~-v. • ,, . .... "lt:..i v } • 
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charit<>~1:i.c ~11' 0 -f'o·-> tre r elief of t h e landless r n c"' the cesti -

tute ,· ~;"'\[- ·: .•, ~ -e!"'-·:·:i· +11f-.e ~' r, l . ~ t 1 1·"' ti• ... i...e i·n th 0 1·r r"'s·--ec • .., _ --V..,.., ,.., ••.• ec -.:.o· "~ ,,,, - , . r.:· • -

t i ve c~ ·(.:.es t 111'1- ic ·" 2.st s nrovic" ec'i ~ror tire to tii· e b;r the 

l ocr l p·" " 0· .. ::ties . er e ls 3 , t'l-ie t i t re t r lls receiver- ··:c- s c'lolefl. 

ont to ~et i·v-:i_v~r"ur ls . Tr1·s , the n ee <"' - \:ere tc-.Y.en care of 

eve , . t'-ir -

io~ · ..., .~ -. ' 

uoor. *4."' 

~ 1 . . . _ie.,...,, t P. 

- F"ixth , -ec""· :i.n each S"'.bbaticc.l or seven- year :--.er-

·h eth e r or n ot the J.m: y;£>_s ' r ""ctic::>.ble , 

~F ::.r 'IOJ't .. 'tt t i the , t 'l"' ere is t r e S>ll .:)e or 
I 

l" c .: ·\.c -- e t it: it is to ''O t't e re sir- 2nt 

··'iro': •••• (Dt . 24:1C\; c f'. F1X . 23 :10-11)." 

A sir .:i J.-..,... ; . .., · , .. "'<": io,.., ~-~ c ~.rr ied fOr'\'!c rC\ bv Lev . 1P : 9 -J.0 : /'~-,~?I 

~ 1 '0 JSl ~ ?'H!. v\ If'~ 7> f .:> "' "Y I":> i ') J< ")' ~ J' - ..r.1r 

,rr; IN? ::J c:~')' r;r;-r"' ""r l"J.:>t t;,r"' 1c-f' 1.., -gp 

"Anf 1;Joe·, y~-::~,~~ e '!:rv:::~f ;,o~:~,;~~0•1 ~!~ ;~ rElf.-:,,r 
fiel(l to t '.,e v~r'r co. ·riers, nor g a ther the 11.le?..Jlinps of' yot·.r h~ rvest : 

YOll f"l'St not. r ·le<P v o• •r vir:e:rc>.r fs b:::ore , nor -·rt.rer t'!' e f'?lle:n f ruit 

of ;ron:-- vino<:> ':" r r"' • •ro11 Dist le~.ve ·t,!"'ei :-=or tre noor ~nr1 the resirent 

~ lien , s i nc e I , t:--e Jorf , "J"" vo,,r ~o(I (cf .Lev. 22 : 22 ; Dt . 24 :1° -21)." 

• 'J'he s<:-cr eT ti+ l~ e js a cor r.:on insf.itution o'f' ~ntiquity. The Greeks 
r.<.ve titht: s tn t'"e -·ors of s':"oil t?ken in war, of crops, nrof'its,etc. 
In '")r.bvl oni· · , .. Per s i <:' , ;:,he revenues of t he s overeign wer e derived 
froi t i ther. . Orir·ip..ally, F..J:!OnC"" the ~ebrews , the tithe was volun-
tary ( c _;- . kl"'. . 2:- : 2 ) , but l?..ter it was o:rten exacted by the priesthood 
or th·~ c on·nrd.t~r to rr.?.int.~in nnblic worshi p (;i:.c.c. t Dt. ,pp. 166f. ). 
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Thus, ') ::is · ( es 1... c triennial \;>I' ~re- rs, 

anc" t he 5'1\0e +'a 
J 

"'"'001"' ··e"'e cons ic e'"'ef \·•ith :re:<'er ence to o\,rer 

-'Ls , t,.., e t;)JCCJ, c;,~ an~ rf'"1"Y ( t'l ... ~ c:rops !:i nfs o'f :foo • "!,: 1· t 

~··, '"'P ··e l ."' rp. t1he l?na- ovme r s , Jr.USt • r a ctice Self'-

b:--· . ' - Ail - ,..,, • "1 e:.."' r on"' -·our neir:·h">or ' s r-rn in, ~ron r-.::-·r ""'nll off 

, . ... · ~ ... 
l• 

,.C\ r i1rnf , bl1t vol1 ri:n . t not n ut ~ s:i.ckle to your 

( T'\·. ,....,".:! • ? c; 21:. II 
• G t • 9-J ' ~, • 

·-r:i.o:ers c ··lr :ee ,._o ... : s :'..ces of < _uest ion -- t r e le-.nd- 01·:ner 1 s 

D, ~-, Ent """i·-. ~1.1·· c1·J.r·inPtinp· ··::.tJi the \ ·ork o'f P -- there is a 

hin-"r , e t') i('- J ru c rior<"' J motivation, endea.vonrinf{ to Drotect t he 

i·ee.k n<" 1 ,. ce t1 eir l ot "'S t olere.bJ.e as ·--ioss ible. 

~e l1Pxt st 1);ec t ·r, ic'-. occ1·n i es onr attention is t11e ':f:>.y in 

\•;hic~ i t l .e \ ·e<": - \·ere ·-.rot ecter"' , y;ren ·;:.he~r had to borrow or loen 
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11 ...,,,ris q,,_, · ,,,cJ o~ ;-.,._,erest -"'or no::e~· J.of'ned or 

(incre...,c:e, 

too!· ;-01 ~ 

:i i: the '· · ~ 

(C:' • TC'._ 

- "t it . h 

u r - e ""\ ·o . ,,,.· . 

.t:l.O 
n ~ncie·y" , .-~rJf . 11 - · .:et , "th~ s· irit o· .... coP·nerce 

c . -'..:,~re :Br?el • • • • ':;'or " tj.r·e conmerce y;;::_s J.e::'t 

...... ., 
v ~~.naani te , ···ho , to 2 tr< inec'l sense o:f tre re-

'I. r; ~a'" ·1~ .... e , .. 1( tr~C'er were s~rnon~rmous nr . .res 

....... -" •, J : J.1: Zech . 14 : 21; P:cov . 21 : 24; tTob 41 : ~) . 11 50 

o· r '1e.,..o·"e the - e'Jre· ·s ir i tatef tlte~· r t;~ :1ar;.r.i te 

"' · :; :.s t r" ( inc·, be<..r in-1olPnt ary hnt elo ~ uent 

" <°' ,.. c;1 , . . ... -s~ 4""') • ..., ... ,.., " -o.J. \... "" -- • t: • : • 

. ,.o· · , "t' e · -ai:·er- or o .. ' er ~orensc?tion r•\ist :· -:.v e been so 

laborer. ' s ""'" il'.'· , , e · ras r m::pelled to reRort to n lon:1 to t i de 

it over, <::rr~ "or -c· il=' 1 0 "'!1 inter::s".., 0:1."" i1:crease \ .. as ex~·.cted. ~To 

OY!e Out • .1• e .1 ··;J.oirer • ·onlc, l enfl the r ·onev to these lFl~Orers ::;.71( 

there ' as r .ct ic 11-· ·10 o--,_ .... ortunit~· to earn !" sur0lus rr.ere,·~i th 

to:.~:· it h'"'~k . 0"' ... ,..:::! contrc.~:--, -.s rierr cliT~ticulti es erose there 

\:ould h<>ve .:. o ·bi::! r~o::-e lo'":ns . ''f:v=i--. it is rerneribP.ret=i t hat the 

erect ~r...b-,J.o:ni'-":, e; ire r s norr:"'.1 r0.te of' interest '''A.S trree times 
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102.n .. , 01 l C: bP. ,~ 011 1er~ . 'l'n~ nat ur c-1 ef'f'ect o f !-".P ~ coN ... i t:io:-: fJ ·. ·c.S 

t1~"'t th~ 1"1nor J. "'' orer ·0 1·Jf ~'<:ve to , ·o:"k ~ 11 'his life ~.n tre v · in 

e-"f ort t o ···a -. f' ..., r { ebt · ·'· icl': • ·es s teE.diJ.:r POtmtinc: . J"e · .. ·o!•.l( in 

short 0~ i--, 

.• - r' 

fm .. : .. o ...... ,.. 

• • • • • 

... o· ... ( in,..,nc e \··11ic:- ::'orb::-<"e t! ~ c h an,..·i l1fl" of interest 

; -IY (~ . 22 : 24 -J)~ 'O-JIJ(' ,,,r...n ?o..:;, -PJC' 

not . i'..!r v~ .:'.' c r Cl' P. i ·",or t ov:"".J'C )"1 il"'1j yon PiUSt not c/· :> r ·e hir: ~n~r 

c:' "' ' .. ""' .... .; ~ · . . · - • 1 · .... t ' ... <;;; ... - _J.. ~: or " s e:::' ' rn .. e ... ives \!'"'•er ~-on , .. - .. ':~ ::10 

:'..!!te!"e :. t :.':cc· in 1~011e~ r -- fe-1 fi2 __ or i m k ind -- ..J\#?., .J\ f2 , 

.;:- , -o·-r .-;oa , · ·hile ~ro 1r countryn~"'.n l i ves nncer ~rott . . ·Ut S-V' ""C~ j: .., ,_ .. " 
; 

' 'ot' 1.:us t po·::. lc·~ r"' ·h : .. i : · rom"' nona~' c::: t interest , nor r··:i.va him ;ronr 

~ooC' fo:., 

t: ~~e it·te :r0 ~t "ro' ... .,.o.,..,~ b ut a • "'\ ~-' , c>n tll"'..r:itiC" ... ,tea -_l i en, 

' fore1 ·11~r c t~!f j eJ ~o..:i 1e..1 1·,111rf' 1,·t.-n 1rY 

,£,~s:Cz.:11:,~t~·,~re:~~~t;1L: ' to -,ae;::i:::o::.:L:: 
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"OC iet•· · 

tl'~!lS'·r.·,.: f''"' : r 

' 

rc t o " benevolenc e , of reli ef or c'Parity 

t o ~-i e 0 P1 ·· ; nf theref ore , inte re s t on f'\1c l- loans '." P, s 

~b>orr ~n "' , ~-·-"" :i ," ive " co~erci.-"'-· l s ense , ·\n ic1~ hac., not yet 

C'rc:s~er"' ·c· P. i · r ic"te "" i n nc i al s yster.1 of' a coJ'·,pl =~ "civilization." 

T"nns , ti e >i licaJ. \ T i vers are very c ::i.reful to prohibit the 

~3.k illf" Oc interest , ~nf to speci~y under what circumstances a loan , 

i f ."l"' ·o• .: ,. "'·e ... • "'<- .,_c;."' ' ,,~ - ·)e :rrfe • 

... ~ . , ,... , .... 1,..,. 
w · - - - ·- '- ' .. ) # 

n 1 ···es : /r? 

A .. "'ld s o S i n J:x . ~Z : 2F , 26 (cf' . :Jt. 

-?7 r 'l IA .t' fr- (;>I\ .JI f ;>.I> .P 1<") 

'"'ue ~ )~ 5>"1?r ;)ifl/O-=> /( .. g '-=> 1r /.JP J'e.\J\ e;e,-, 

"~f·:_~:_ f::~ t ' 7,, ·~:o~;fr •,~J.l~!~., '.~.~ :~/~,:. ~.,_~:t ::~~/{"{}' 
t o 1~ iP" · : · sun8 ~t. ~ ·fo r t : :-> t is h i s onl~r r.ove ri110- ; it i~ bis c~lo<"'..k 

for his • of v . ··n1· t el s e c oul c'l lie s l i:: e-) in? A:nr if' he shou.la cry 

t o ne , :r · ·onl ( r e i:: o ... , ... : ... or I <n ki nc1 " ) • "i"o1" ·i:,h :? n~ ntl e ".'ns 

1•1t evi ... ntJ.~ - Pl~ :'!" -- es·,eciall~.r, t h e un...,er classes -- cisre.""-r<"'ed 

t his• .-. r"' .:-. '"OR ~ -:~· · s of t'" Cr-' t~1" t 11 C".'~!T.1ents taken in ~ leOga 1 t ey 



l l y ·~e 

-, .. ,.. ..... 
( . " 

;iot 

-. 
-. 

• r. 

r;/) 

.. · ."' .. · ... 

. ..... . .... 
11 •. • -;· ., - · 0 · 1 • 

- 14'?-

"' ~.a ~ -~: "'o.,.. ,1 a 

/r l £> e.. 'i) _J 

· ·"(~. iJ.:_ or r .. 1 

. "Ol~l-=" 
. 
)8 ~ :i: , . ~. l :'. ~':? i:1 

I J PJ1/ P'ni b /) , - /(' ~). 

·o :· -·~ ' . • f' "'\ 0 - ~ 'i"' 1lec1pe: ··o" ! •st ··:i.t 01:ts i (·e, -_-y" 

: = - o · ·· o· 

fD·~ . ·· : J." , 1-1 ) -r v'K~¥ l._,, l' 
1C?-r Ci> yf M ' ? - hr /r?J\ - /('r 

s7 
~iec~ ..... .:l<" • -:0. 1 ~ ' fC .•• • • ., •. "' C"' ..._ \~O"r ?In JiJ\f'rrt) /'''/l"'> r?/\ 
~ ·/) 1r15) 

5'.JJ~ 1r( e,,,,, 
1rr .Jl'?')t11/ /_"'' -~r /~"? 

.I~ , .J1Jr p Jr..J I>'.' 
'"If ho 0!1 )ress no one , hut conscientiously restore the debtor 's 

r t 1 j- • • • • ",, I 

plefc·e • ••• i ~ ' ~ J~ -,.~ ~ 10 rio;!e~r -:t interest , nor tAJ:e increase "!:or 



h:'..!"seJ ·"' • e ... ... . 
Cr.!-:·<'> , _ 

\;I•-' .I - • 

,,... . ,., ~ (~ ) 
. . . ' o~. ( a ), o-,., . c·"' 7z.,:)•- 1 ° 0 1:=-a (a) I • .J -· • . .,_,. • • • : 

- , - " -- ,, .. ~ ..,. 

J.e ... 

.:ol·ses, -· 

to e\."t, 
__ ,,. ....... 
. ·-
• ... o ma.2ce •.-:. 

Ti:>v ..,r::: • '"'C:.f" • -- . ._,"') . . . . ' 

cbil i ::: ci:cim1:s . 

rnc.tter : 

., -

; ·ets these v:eal thy 11·.·:01 ves" to r-..~~ree 

, . (' . 
~ ) 

22 :2f: Dt . 23 : 20~.: , . 

e· :tent th ~t "~ e r-=-.rer to c urse tI'ose ' :ho - .·oult: 

\ ·1. ,To ) , t oo , ?.SGt"'-men t'l->e sc-.!~ ·1os ~.t.ion in th is 

f•l{rrr '?).?! PJf\ j'Mr h>11111 •.::i 

··o··r ,__ro~v'1ers ·f"or not}i:i..n- ; ~ron stri·1 ~,, e 
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- ._, .. , • ':l · "10 ~ oes such t:--. j_"!~·s ··:i l :'_ :1ev e r h e : ·over1 (9s. t°':'e "l.~ ..,r ~c - ._ ...... • 

/.J/5' S>? 1 ¥ i~ · " ' ·" •' / ; I _J !-? I I I p I~ I .J J l'i r "' . p ') J't ? I l eJ p 

-· \,;"' <'") ... :.s ,·e'='lth b"'r i:1te~e r t ~- '"\...- t1sun;,r, 

':i:-' .... · .o -;- -.J· "' ·l-o : -: 'oor (?ro~' . 2= :~).' 1 
- • • ' " -·- , _ _ ~ c ~ ~ •· J~ 0~"er ~~-c s, ~cc o~~ -

:. .., 

-... · ., ···...,lt"' · ... • ... e· .. o~s ""'he -... j c'"' r"'n ... ·, o "'o"' S ot.1'- er-
- ' .. , .. - - • ~ ' ... - .... • - .. 4 -

1-r..., r "'?}I" - ,,,. .Ir '.J p 

} 3-.J ~I ,, , ~~ 
0 

1;'s~::.t ':) ~:r -::,,~; n·~ ~),,>,~ ~r~ h~~: ,':;_ :t~~ u- •. ~o- ... , 

(?~ov ~ .-. . .. ' 
111· ~ . . • 0 '} .. 

.. · 0 

ser;se i~ he 

"> - 3r • • • • • r" r t,_, :i.S TIO''; ; m"° son , r nc"i f're 9 yours elf'• • • • 

· " .. " .,,f', ,.c,? l''7j''.rt KJe/ 17' p-,--r- '.:J yr)• r1 
,, :·· · "or ~ str "'-lr·er - ·i l l snf':f'er ·"or it: 011t h e 

-.• -e·~·"'s .: - sec1, .... e 11 P...0~1 J __ ,_•. l F. ) ·, " -nc=i. _.,o,... P'"'1c .,... .i...::.. ·- ll• J. • • ~· ., 

s ecn ri t ..., in tre ·")r e-

r.iiss~on .: s .,_ ,.. " 11 •• • i.,O •J'9 £ s ·. o .. ons : 

2.--c'-inst '·ip ·"eJ.l.0·"- co11:~tr'fTiJ."-n is to !'e:;:1it it; h e is ~·rot. to )ress 

it F"'c-;inst 1':i.s ·f'e J.o-'-~onntr· ·r:~:1 or l~J.!1s~.n; :f:'or :-> remission hRs 

~")#' 
-Y?e 

been ·)r oclaiF.ec b-J i} e Lox·c" (Dt . 15:1,2; cf: . Dt . 31 :10 ) 

- f .:> C, ~e 5CN~ S> - ")? ~ g 11 'l> ~ 1(-e f>t-Y"1\ /' :.Jt, 

')eJr 11• »B#' f;.p / 'Mf -.J\1r/ JSJJ1-../tJ( et -Jrl lfl-,? ·-s)e,' 

.,.o,·:, t 1"'\ere i s sor·e Clle s tio"l vt:ether 
. 1t F 1> t:°N'• /r_7-L_-> ~:1 

in the .,."- year all 

debts wt:?re t ot." l ,_~ , c " nceller or :-erel·- s.i spanded for that vear. 
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f'er'tws:1.-r ** 
a lo~!' S ""O\, ... 0 )e ~=·"" ct,e<" o:.': ., :fellO'··-IsrA.eli ta: ·.;hi le others 

A 

rr:e.i '1t..., ~ . .., t' j_, s~venth ; -ear r>.ctually ir/T"')li'3r1 ~ total ~_..,d e.b-

solute 0 x .... :··~ r: . .; oi• or 11 ....,ec·1r:iar:r d ebts, a"'16 not a Mere sus""'ension 

- -~ ..,... - - . 

next t"' -· · ..... 1 • ..i. • 

~:..-:es, '"' ~ .. 0 ... "·: ~ ~('JIG -·ear , "you 1111.1s-C. not s teel ~rour heart , 

" :-.; , ~na -f'r1e1-r ·1enc'1 hin sn.f':~icient i'or the needs 

• · -ri c n:;? lP,Ft 'l base t'.'lou"·ht enter yo11r head lD:e tl:is : 

r of re:ri issio;1, is ;1e.'='.r l' F.nd you "behave 

..l. • • 

vO J.. 

~ive ~i,... ~0· ~t: -~,Y .. .... "70:-' ths ryoor 1;ill never cease to he in ~"our 

le.no , • • :~ !Yt • 1- : ~b .,-" a , 1 Oa , lle. ) f; '\"1 ,,.fl l ;>'? r -./\If" f l''M -'r}. · · · 

if' f1' - ..r.1r /hf)~ v.. 1)-1\ s - ' ..:> /I' ?/r» /' J)/rK / ~ • • "9/~ 

7F J/e" ,r 1011 • 1 e1r r>M ¥ • i /.JC-?YVI C?-..,5>/ 

• r.c . c . ~·· ·:oe1~teron0Pn;; "1 ..... . 174f. , cf. Dil~.nn, Denterono!!!'[, p . 307. 
•• ~h1e~e1, -":..,e S1irit of ' ' iol ..;c 2.1 Le:islatio:i, !',.,. ~6f. • c f . :T'owa.ck , 

1·'1~, L~,,.,_:r:')11cl' }er-~~·lr:aischen A:r-c'haolo""ie , I , n . 3M; ~inzben! , '3. , 
St..1.~0::.~.s.. }2.__i:_b l i..c ~ -1_ ;;(!onoi""ics, JeWish -tuarterl~r Review, ~Tew Series, 
Vol ?'? i.,.O /! ,.,..... 3c::~.p 
• - • ._,,, ' • : ' ' J • • ,_ ..._ _ • 
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/??f' - p-y 1?~ 5) , i) , - /';) 

:i> CY-e">' JJ Je - ri' e-sJ 

e-<>::ec t . tl"'l2.t ( ci' • Je :.:· . 

- 4 • Of' • ~ c,, . . ··' ~., · 1 • ~~e1< . 4t::.:l?; Lev. 2f' -- exc e .. -t in JTeh. 1 0 : 31, 

··:~ Gre .. '· e ··ct · o ... 0 ~ de')ts ;·;<>~.;: ref:r :::.ine0 on the sev enth y e a r) . 

So t,.,..,+ 1 ··- ... , ' .. ) 

..,.... -· is 
I\ 

:'..·1 -.cy-<>-· m . -; .... 

to c 

:· :i "l h ac' to issue in t.1.,e f i rst ce 11t· ;rv ·3. c. his 

* Q-"' ) .1.. , to 

oor - ·y ' tt.e ne er.:v. 

2.nnnl the <1rA.stic e:f":'.:'ect 

• The Pros11l1l"is 11a forr.;q_l cocm:~ent, si~ec be"""ore n judp,e, in \'lhich 
t.1:e ere i tor reserve~ th~ riC"rt to c~ll in his lon'l"'l whenever he 
"J~ee.sef, inres·1ecti·re1··, of t'l-ie ~rear of ~elease." (r.c.c. , 

DeuteronOTT' , ·y1 . l ?Clf': . ) • · 
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·:' c. ~otection of ti...e ·;-::ale - -- --- - . - ------- - --- -

" :'he ec· ·li .... 1 ·-> e - v- c--::..o: ... -- o:" t'~e "led onin ,r .... s ris hosryi-

"'·~ rt.!"',~~ O"'""' /':'- ,.... ... • " ~ • ..t..h t 1 " .._. 
v -- .. > , -s means , !.O:' 11 ir. , .... ,.~ .• 1~ coFes lP1c-·er 1...n e 

:\ ... ,; I"'! 1 j_ter::-t -re of' tJ'e ·1 r ? ise besto,·:ed by 

.·.·. l:i.t·- ,,. ... ~., e nor::-r- ~ , -.._!'"It(".., of the scorn tre~r .., ~-"'oets o·" 

.. . " ~ ; n ··.,--o .)etr 2--s ·th i s ::-otactive re l e-

tio ..... - ·.r.; , ... 
'''"' - ' ...1s;-io·-. <r ... vie;:;s and sen timents · :h ich C<' n be 

entj.retv to the I s r .=;el i tes o:f ::-. "1Cient <l.cys • 

ct - .. .... o"" .Tael, ··;· o 111lls Sisera b~r a c"rR\1.(J"ht o::' 

s: ,.. ~: sa o~ s ecuri t :r :-nc there"'.ft er sJ.2 v:: 1- :'..ni in 

>er te·y ... r -, r . 4:1'7.J!'-" •• P. :2L:'·"' . ), must have s eer.ec to t~ . e B~C1011i'l1 

~o· ·0v~r .: ·"" • ... • ' J.J. 

o:' t'Pe l·m1saho1r=i, £'\.tte.cri:'lf· '1i nself t.s a ·"es:i-ul~r ner~~er of the 
c.l-1\S 

t::'·i be or c l ·1 . 'L'hi s :- lso obt e i:1ecl ':.·heJ: entire ~ or renmants 

of tribes c onl no lon .. ·e r r"'.i nt a.in an indc7>andent existence anc, 
therefore, SO\~c:l1·c f:~.:"'et~r 1J' ' ~ tt"' c:-i·1c-.· t1:eJT!selveS to ruiother a.rd 

lar'.'er co1 1) ~_nF.tion , t1 ereb" increa.si no: cert~. in tribes. 58 The 

fact t'·:->.t si ·c·· -... e1 "'tions 1-.il'.>s ···ere often establishen by mutual 
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trer..t·r i c r · , c "Se o""' t:~e Gibeonit.es ( tTosh . q : 3?:f. )
5911 

to -. ho1 -· - · .. ... o • •• J-i.S tr.e 

·.:.o ... ·· i"1 .r o:~ :·o· · t'·e -...-tr5.c:.rcr , :=s sooi1 F.s ..,..e 

.,; e:-· to i· 1· :.s -'cent60 (1~1n/ I' ' ,I - Cl' N' ~r J- f\ /")' 

~l;,J\l\VI 1"1e5J/ f'Y ~)-." 11::..et . little --'l.ter b e bro111· .. J1t to ':·ash 

-·o -• I 
1 e • .a_ • ...... . - . 

-'~~- , Pr" /V\'/ ? 1Cil') ';') ?-/? /\? '/ f' » ')? ir f "> ')/)? 5) - {;r/ 
"t/\1e;rf )5>/,/,/ )"(.J'S) - If • 1. "' :"' -- to ·P1e f"lerd , -J10 ""'ic':efl out <?. 

:. - ·.:, -~: ~· 1 .. ovi:ar - .o : is '10:-.-e -..:1 - ent~~er· his : ou~e , · ·~.,ere '!;a 

:o a"t I° ~v ~Y 1 I /VI' P-~ /Jr?'/ /'hr /')<J'/ 9,,.¥ .P?-.., !0>'/ 

I F.:J /( I I i) ()./(" I.A/~// S> VJ e I "~ren e. slR ve trnve 11 ::nr 

o:: r:'..s ,....,~ P " ~,... , "' .~f--~_rs · . .,.F 2··-·e o:': <'. conrt.eo11s rec~ ·tion11 6 0 

l.f'fN).( Kl~DK/ //V\ f <11 '/ /" ~5) AVI~'/ ~.tt'?il e•HS> /r'i"'/ 

P'el~ 'f\-.1/ /'{)..I ~-,/},// }'So [\e (L"bo:.n ) 'Jronc-;1t the mo.n (Abrah~.m ' s 
.Mtr /Cl{I" 
slc ·v~) i·1 .... o ,: ouse , '-" ·1f ··:f1"'rnesseri t~1e c -,...els . ra brot ,.,.ht 

~t:::'a·· · « ·· - ot e-- "o:- i · ~ c ; e:.s , a··( -:~ter :f'or 11 im ~Yl\., the man 

t:ii:>:t ··e:;:'e ··i·i~,., : ~: "! ·co ··~.s·· ·t,~·i:>ir feet " -- r:en 24 : 32 -- J ). Ann the 

:;'.)riest o·"' ' i -i . .., :· ~ V"'J~ed 'm - s colc"'s 1~is ci ·•Cfhters :for not ~in.g

in::· hor.,9 ··:it' t· P.r1 ·;, 1:? lllFitiv9 jr·•,....., "1... i~n, !oses, \ tho had met them 

i."l tre :?ieJ.(r ' i:;o i?J1 . ' e c~e·:s to rer:~ry suc'h oversieht c-fx 111/C.'/ 



. /'/'t r [;,.,; /r;1r"'r ~·r<:';)-v'vr /.f)?;r D1 Dlf"'~ /'1rl /'.JJ1J? 

" ' T::e:-i .... ~r~ .e- ~ r .. ~ r- i .. t,c ~is r- .... · .,r·"'1t 3J.~~ , 1··.rr .. ~~ ,.. .. ir., : .. olt 

?" . ) 
~ - -t • 

o-~ -r -~ • . .. , 

s-rl'"'l . . ' 
s i r: 1,,Q 

t11 t .. f~ r . 

.~..r1c i n 

. , 

...... .. 
. - - ·'- 0 

oor -. -~.s 0_Jer ·::.o ~ 1 1 . 

..,he Lorct , 1Prc.:' P].J. o·: us to detain you , 

hC ,:'or -.-ou"'jtrl.¥ -lff A/-J.V ?¥/<'/ 

l ~~ :u:r~y:~~·;~:::~~;!:~~h ;: 
3eaj ~:.in i s t ·1e onl ·· n :rso:i to be kind enough to enterta in a 

travelJ. i nc- T...ievi te ~.nf his concubine, anc to protect them f'rom 

eve:- F'.t tre S"'crifice of: his f <.' tlf·hter ' s 

l:'..:<'e ( f'5)'(;..1 /~/\/ '/ /''?/V/JJ(?'/ /Jf 1 Pf /';JK'r''/ 
,-f,'Jfj\ 

/"»h(' inn-'/ '-" ' ?£> rr? fJ;)'hr /r!i- '/ .... /J)e, '/ /r~,1r"/ 
" 

"\At< 1er:\.f'. - FI( ' J\'? - /K v"1S> ~·1rv "~ - ,e1r ,..,,.,(' 1r..J n1.J\ rK 
IJY/ fVt11r; / r ..J- 5)1f'3-11r J5>e;.Fr;>/ ~J\?v 'J\? SlJS) vur1n ;>~?J-)) 

.i/ll(j'j) 5V?J5> '1?9 te-Y.n Kt 5}~ e11rf1 P:YJ"(P ?IC?» /Nl>t /tSY/ Altl/f' 
"So re to01 • , , i :r- l1or·e <-nc'i r·~ve the flsses :fodder; a.TlC ."?.i'ter they 

had · ·c-.she( t le :.r feet , the~· c te Erf crank • ••• But the master of' 

the honse ·ent out to tref!': , cine"' saiC. to the!'!: , ' rro, rn;:r :friends; 

please ro not 1"e f'o 0e-'lr"'vec . ~.,.o~ - th;.t this rn"n 1·c-s entered mv 
hcnse, fo 11ot cor-r:it t~ is cc=;.rne. l r.eed. rere is rrry virgin daugh-

ter "':1c' 1·::.c- ~('1-.., ; ~rirt: Jet r·~ ··rinr.- them· out that you mey ravish them, 
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,.; •- -=.1:.:: to ·;:,1 "!:· :~ ·v-t, & ........ inst t r is l. n ym·. r-:11.st not 
and { o ·'1"'""t ·-~· 

P:n& ~re (;';~ro~icler ~(&cc -... n J 1 11 - - <Tu0. l f- : 21, 2::. , ?.4) . 

i -... ···-~ -~ ·-. . ... c:c1 ,.. ')6...., C '162 v • :~J..'.l.C "! 10( , .x • . . - · · ;> • >• • , 
"'.lsG r:ives us 

( .. .,, 1 . ,,,· o --~·.ve( 
th~ one :i.s 

en 
::."o·"· .. ~t of' ,•· ·f"l l- -·/ z .. ·er1 co:u.e-.-· e 

f'*\J., - ,,.. -

( 11 1 '::0 c r 

,,P/J t (::>/rl 5V''?5> '"11r;r1,fir ')#A"'I); 

• 0 ... "[.}· e · ''.;{·.lt ·w S1'11l1Fl.f'"Tili te '·or·an \ '°bO •·;&$ 

lf 

hos·.,.:, . ..., -. " . e 
., . . r J . 1.: : '"' --!.l -f,r -ye.,'(;, ??Y'/ !°I' 5' 

1 1D'/ 

' 1K · w I f' 11 f -G1rt'1 ? - / ~ /l ,/ii n (i?). .$>.e,/r I' el I° J 1e 
Jr..J -'i)J-5) 5'it; ' t r - fr( 1 /1ro./)I ,f'f)(- f ::J1rf -5Jlt'e --,o' 1'>?"1 

Yl 'W JfJ -7e:Y-J g1N.J\ 1J'N ')?Y ;r/?l t!11-p P'~/lr f-'I<' '.:> 'J\-.~ 
IJ'r;< 11r?? ~·9/ m 1J¥1 /ro.:>t p1k1 :fJCI/ pe 1f' r·e.11 NC/'' ")T' 

. j)..f"e - P.Je.// ~fij) -fK '"1~1 S>.f"e Kr'/ /'J' 5> '-£>'' ~ ,,o• 

"""o· . .. ; ,., ..... c 

>- e,...e -. - ' . 

SO tr ' t '·::e:-:.ever l 9 C Or"eS '(,0 '' S' ')--e C :'."~ r·o ir~ .:1,,t"" ere. f ~To'.: o ne ee-• 

he crr·e ··:: ~r2 ~:- ~ -~"-· ::-Ytec"' ~ cirle ipto tht:! er r--;."'..1er anr rested t h er e . "I• 
~ .. ,s ~ .... · $ph·.•~ · .... ·t 1 •t ,_., ... e · ..:ientlv t""'e ·'-'''-· <' · · :i..r~ . O' ' O~'~ l .- .• J. ;-r ··:-8 e1·o· m; F.J:"C: V J.u 11 

Chro'l'1ic:i. '1 :." ~- :i_,,. e<" ·'·Y..r; ; ') f'~ or~.""S so Mier, .Por t!leir moral ap eal th t 



- 1 r::7_ 

re i se · t ~: 7or , 

: r::"'e i t. 

-·_,.. · ~-... t -::c·· se ·'"'n~ · ·-r (2S . 10 : 41~:"' . / / J/) /)/") '/ 

'~? />'SJ'/ ';)¥ - .Ji 1(" d\1.::> ' / ,P-1'/';)1 '3-" -vttr .1tI).1! 119 ''/PY -f.!Vf 
'"''~>-- ")) 
/f~ -hl./\ 1rl PHI' IJ)Jr/) Fe'I ,,~ ...,.~(;'/ ······/'Ate/I /'fl'..t+,/.Jte-n 

.. . 
1..!1 :; : . • '" . 

,.. ... .. 
' . ' .. ., "'\ ....... 

n • ') . -.,- ed , c.,.O.) cot1lc' '.)OPf't 11 re s t r-nrer f i e., ot 

,. . ~ . 

• c 

i:: a < :'.c ('\. l ·· · ·· :.c·· th~ --:i. ·le · :ro~"ec te,.:; t.1 ... e ·:·ep!-:. 

-.., .... c .... . o· "' c ;'-:,.:•e ··e'1·;-,J_-· c·~r~:e'"! o:· ~s "the ··e- leT·.";>'K.:>' /rl'll '.J 

S) _j I 9? V> 11, I r" ¥' e?I\ '/ rr -.or te e \ 'O\".J:r s ' rut Ne 

bi:"rs 'l""' . U ~ 

·'\·y' · ·• ~ne- -s--· ffro1..,e fi · . 11-"-rer ~1lf:=ic[ Jl~r , -;.:.l'ere ·.:.·e··e ·"':.r-;sc rihec 
" 

vc:.ri ous tr~"'t-e'1i:.s ( ir(/ J")-1- irr -fl•1G J>':l#'/ SYJ/?/>/ "}.1-'iJ 

l"e? i>.:>.::>} f('(i /(!,?f\ i r·-onr·}y; hti t blO\'lS ff r' brni ses · J1<"' 1°11eed i11$" 

rotm ·s. -1..1 .. ::.:;,, l -ra , o-1'., • ~e-~ p <:;s ~ e( nor bonn( u!) nor s oftened 

· ·ith oil' ' - - ----- "' . Te,-. .A t.:: •11 • ~0 -. 1 ... ~ , 17 •, 33 •.6 ,• 
., - • "X'.J • - ' ~ 

F 9 • ~ • "' .. , "'/"'\ • '7 ) 
' .. ..,,_ . \' • . 

such r-:ecic -1_ tr-: t;e .... t (cf. E:': . 21:1~\ where t h e a.s se ilant. i s r e

sponsi,)J.e ""'or t1"e ex.~nses 0"!' r:e<' ic '"'l t r eat!!lent.). it!e 11man -of 

God" (cf . ?.!". ~), ~t ~ ;_o·-~r ~t<Pe t ,..e J'l"ap·ic ian (cf . Ex. 22:18; 
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DD . l'"':J.0~. ··;11..,lJ- · 7-,., '"' , " - . ...,, """: 
"'r i "'S.._ (c·"' n+ - ~ ll l. . ,;.J• • 

o""ep~ .: o·-·11 -- "',.'J;")""-.... r~ .,..o~ "'-l 1' s ···o .... k 
0 ... ~ ~ --- - ~ - - If;'"; • ... ""' "' - • 

'.:le ,...,o ·• est~. o 

cec=:::.c 1 ·- --· • (';.,-= o;-. i .-· r>eeds tn rt:?-.c t .. .,e sr:.htle p o· ;ers Q-f: 

r:..,. e -- -· • < -
.• 

i 

fiter ses . ( (' JS :17, etc .) . 11 €)
3 Cer tfl.in proryJ-iets, lik e 

• ll;~:- · c·". J.Y. · 17:21) , .?nr y>ron~etesses :(Ezek. 13 : 

.. () - 1 ·" c -~ c"' :· :- f octo :-s "'.nf rn rs es. · "?or, \;e r1 o re~d 

c·" t"· " /1'1('J/ ) fc-" . r•1;- . ,i:;0 : 2 ) ...,.,,r of 1-id- u ives (c:f. EA. l:l5~f'. ) 

··:-.o t:i( .. o ........ 1 -' e-rc .. ..,.r; --;. ~ ·(.rer:r-ec . Am~ i·1 28 . F : S , P, tr.e ")l..JJ'-

, .· 

·:-t o • " ·-. or- ~ .. tc:.l ....._nil t on the hi,.·rest ::-iert of 

.... __ · J.~·:( ·'l'!c ·::he :~re ··ere kept~4 'Ihus, the 

'.'':··s ~.c - .1 ."'.· · ··e-·· ·-.... -.-.--: 11 · · • .. "' --1-·-. c· '"'re o """ b-· ···.:: ··~-- '):-o·cect:.ec ,.,..,c 1.,,.::: •. • · :' 

th e 

A c:i.t· ~.t sel ... ··a :=:. nrotected h~r y;c-.lls (cf'. 1'7eh. 2 :17f.':f' . ; 6 : 1 5 ) , 

tThicr ·.:ePe ·"1"' oro11.-·hl;r ""'olice0 n:· I'' ')J/e (cf . Is:- . E2 : 6 ) or f'?e1 ~ 

(cf 7 c- 3 "' 1..., - '"''? 1'"' ) • ·-~< . • ~ : .. • ter . .... - = --~ . 
men in t irne of: v:c>r t he sole iers 

11 -;_;j_tl'"ler t,11e r en c·oin("." to uar set \.1n a service 

of t"' e~.r orr1 so ts .... ,o r.·et ·-.revisions frol:'. hone (cf . Jua . 20: 10 ) ' or 

re1e.tives le:"'t ~.t hor e ea:·t .&'ood m"'ter ther: into the :field so far 

as the.t \'·as iosr i'"iJ.e ( c~" . lS . 17 :17) . 
1165 

* •::e r:i,,.1--t ,, lso a.cf! tnr-t in Lev. l~ :32a, tr.ere is a sentiment express
il".e revere'1ce ~or tlie rr·eci (""'~Ol1 !'l.H:it, rise in the nresence Of the 
hofl.~r-re- r1 ec· , rr t t e:rer to the 'faged." ~ I° I i' ""' ~ fl ' e. '.J a~ 

fll.-av ( . / /") ~ • J Q ~"') ~ ~/ 
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Conclusion 

The r·riter of this t h es is has made an honest and painstak

in'! atteJ'll"')t to ~·:i.ve to tr>e r eaaer e. critical view of the his t 

orical an0 li-' '"'r?r'- hach'·round of t he .3ible, and then to us e 

sucli an ap!1rec:i ...,t..: o-n, v:rerever uossible, :i.n de"")icti~ the de

velonJ11ent of va .. ~:i 01is sentirrent s and l ar1s v1hich deal with the 

sub,j ect o·"" ·., "'rot .ction of the v1eak. Fe has tried to show ho\·r 

a l oftv et' ic"l 1 or1ot'1e:ism r-rev1 out of the strt.\o:p.l e betv!een two 

alien civ:i.l :.~- ... ,.: o-,s - - 1:.11e 0 emocratic, desert rnish·1at of Yahweh , 

ana t:--e <'r:i.sto.::r t .: c, "'"lri vate- mm ershin s:rstem of ~aJ. . J and E, 

infJ: e""ce·., ~), . ~n :· 11ci :i.~nt ·rovenent in prophetic idealism and , 

~ n .a.," ·· ..... r n , -:"-"ectin,.., the tl'e utterances of the eighth-cent ury p r o-

..... o ... s . · ... " , set o· t Jl.o c ~-"'o.,,r'l o.nci ·-.reserve the democratic customs of 

"t.r e desert ··~·Jr ·eh : anc this -,roe-ram of social justice and reforma.~ :· · -

tion becane ever 1 ·ore c rvs tallizeC. and articulate-- yea, mor e 

closelv c.tt~.c· ea to t he s ocia l a.7'ld economic scene- - by Deuter-

onol!l;- an0 the ex il:i.c a11d 'Jost- exilic ~1rophets . In order to a t

tract t he neo""le t o tlie obs 2rvance of the l aws of justice anci . · 

ri?"hteousness , re 1a.rr1 s were promised to the :fai th:f'nl adher ent s 

~d curses eri l') e0 ,·uon ti,e evil- doer. Anc even vrhen t imes were 

bad-- \:hen t he r i o-hteous in Israel v1ere suffer ing f r om t he op

pressions of t1'1eir cruel nersecutors-- it was aJ.ways ma.de el.ear 

that God ·;·?.s on the siC'e of ::iiP.:ht, and that, i n due t ime , t h e 

good, livin~ i n ~ ~estorea J ert.1salem, would inherit the earth , 

a."tJ.d the v:icke0 ,-;oulCi oerish. Some of the prophets we.:be convinced 

that this vras trne ; anc1 their message \•.'as just t hias"«l>•Y the 

lord or die; that is, have consi derat i on f or and protect ._. • 
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ovm afflicted "lnr undery>rivile~ed cr ea t ures or suf£er the in

evit~~le con~e,., tH1'~ces . AT'ld the later :Jook of' Psa lms brir~s t o 

a clir:-~~ sue'· e::"llted and intense Moral passion, g iven added 

inspiration b~ - the reasoneC. convictior.s contained in such ·::is-

don Li ter.,,tnre r'S t'"te :3ooks of Job and Proverbs. 

Thus , .. e see the relig ion of Yahweh and Israel-- ethi-

cal monotheism-- inextricab l y bound up with the social :process--

so indissolubly linked with it that God himself p l eads the right

eot.E c. ' L f E. c ." t · e po or anc needy against the perversive infiuenc es 

a."1d cor"' nt :n·· .... ct-i ces o""' the defenders o-f "other C'{Ods" and other 

·1;a?s of' li{'e . :;-71r~~ea , the history and literature o:f the '1iblica1 

!)e:-:00 , seen tr--o" ··'1 the e·~es of the c;rea t ch a.;"'71!' ions of ~ahweh , 

e=-?f-2.si n! to ·· ~ the amerrrence of one dominating idea: the reli-

- io ls c::v· · o· "J. o· 1.i..--;,tion of Drotect ion of t he weak. 

***************** 
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