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INTRODUC'!1I0N 
This is a study of what t h e r abb:s tau~~t a~out children. 

While it will in no way be Pxhaustive, it will atte~pt to rind 

a strueturc fo~ rabbin i c t houaht on t ~i s topic. !twill as~, 

tor example , what ~ere the inportant catP-gories tr.e rabbis con

cerned themselves with? \·Jere they more interested in the be

havior of parents or• of childre!"l? ·:,'hat aspect o!' the relation

ship between parents and children most interested them? Did 

they emphasize the legal obligations, soc i al expectations, the 

reelin~s and emotions whic~ cement fa~ily bonds, or stories 

which revealed t heir perception of t he nature and character of 

children? Did they sec the child as a growing, developin~ hwnan 

being, or as a small ve:rs ion of an adult? '.-lhat was t ~e different 

role expectation of boys and girls and ~hat difference in value 

or the two did this point to? ·.-.11.at value did the society give 

the children in general7 

This study will further seek to dete~mine whet~er the rabbis 

usually spoke in ~eneral terms about children . or whether they 

prererred to di~cuss t h e specific events of ever yday life. And 

did they speak of childhood only in a literal sense, or did they 

also see it as some sort of special category? I n other words, 

did children ~ave a special relatio~ship with God? ~as child

hood a r elig ious caterory? And finally, how did the rabbis pro

ject t he metaphor of "parent" upon God? ~as God a sexless 

parent, or ~as He seen primarily as a mother or father? 
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feels about His children or in ~~e ~ay He ue ~a ves to~a~d l ~c~? 

And in the end, havin~ learned s omethi~r 2bout t he rabbi's ~ie~ 

of children, ~hat does this tcac~ us about t h e rathts and t~c ir 

societ:1? 

It is helpful to oe~in o studi of rabbi~ic t~ou~~t by lock inr 

a t how the i r topic was pr esent~d i n t~e ? i hle . ~io ~a~tc !' h : w 

far the rabbinic teat!h i n i:; r.a :' de velop from tr.at of tr.':'! e itl:.c.:3I 

antecedent , the rab~is al~ost a l ~a~s t r ied to link t~eir t ea c~inr 

to the 9ibl ical text. ':'r.is was the surest wa:, to ;-h·e a t;~~n:-i -:: :: 

to any particular teac~in.·. 

But more than that, such a bepinn~nr. is n ece~sar y to deter

mine if -..hat we learn sul.lsequentl:: •,;as reall y an ori.:-inaJ :~a.chin, 

of the rabbi s o r ~isdom deri~ed from an earlier t ime . To deter

mine just where the rabb is continued the Biblical t eac~inr~ , w~ere 

they modified the m, wr.ere they devel oped t~em much more ~ully 

and where t:-;e~: chan,ed the?ll entir el;; , we mu st t-crin with er. e x 

aminat ion of the ~iblical material. As will be noted belo;· , t h is 

will be done primari lythr ough the use of secondary s our ces , t ~ou~h 

my own kno·,;ledr e of the n i h le will be brou,ht to beor on t hese 

sources. 

'!'he t erm~ occurs in its ccnstr uct fe r n i n the ~ibl e al~ost 

1 ten times ~ore oft~n than it occurs in the simple ror m. And 

where t he sinr ular construct consumes nearly b :ent:1 columns of the 

Mendelkern Concor dancP , t r.e plural constr uct for m occurs ~alf 

again as often. ~hase special phrases are, !n t act , so var i ed 

that t he s t andard concordances do not distinr uish amen~ them. ~hey 

merely ; roup them a ll unde r the sinple r.e&din~ of t h e cons truct 

form. 



Too obvious, perhaps , e ven to be ~entioned i n the £nc7cl npPd~1 

Mikraeet ' s re"i ew of definitions , :. 9 the use of t he terrr. £.£:2 

to form the pat:-l)n:,,Mic. :'._,is us e far outnu,-iibers all other use 

of the construct ~or~. 

The next most comnon us e o~ t ~e sin~ular con~t:-uct ~as t Pen 

s hown elsewhere to mean s i mpl j' " l i v inr:- thin;:" as in ~ ~-£. '.,:a.:-

(cow) , or ~ ~ ( r .11men) • 
2 , 

In the plural construct,~-, 

). 

most often :TJeans ''cit i ze:1 o~", such as ~ " P ':"'J:>:- 'll r , .. 5 :-; ( ,i eru

salemi tes) . 3 Examples of t he i d i omatic use o f t ~e term~ i n

c lude p:.:-as es such as ~ - follo:-,Pd b:: a n:m be:-, !l'lt>anin.:- ("so :i,anv '') 

It years old, and ~- follo..:ed b;: a noun , ~ean in1- "worthy of", 
,:: 

such as ~-JTa·:et ( " 1.ort~y of death"). -' ~inall ~: , t~e word £S!l 

is emploved in poetry as a ~eneral t erM of address. 6 

The rabbis , who alwa~s sou~h t to anc~or their state~ents 

in the eiblical text, use t he term~ (and the fenale counter

part, .2tl) in the same varlet:: o f wa:;s as the authors of t ~e 

~ible. As the rabbis inr.erited the ~orah, so they were also heirs 

to its lan~uar e. ~ebr ew presents a poss i ble difficulty in inter

pret in, : ust w~at t h e user meant by the term ban i n because it en

ploys the masculine plural to mean both " more t han one male--", 

and also "~roup containi~~ at least one ~ale--". Simpl y put, 

this means t hat the plural t ani~ can mean ~sens", or it can ~ean 

"children". SurprisinEl Y, this did not prove to be a g reat prob

lem. It is almost always possible to tell the intended meanine 

of the rabbis fron the context. :i:'len there is ambi guity , the 

rabbis oft en clari~y t he statement with t~e ad j e~tive "zecharim" • 
... 

"masculine". ' 
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Any study nf t~e t reatment r ~ chil~re~ i n t~e ~a b~ln ical 

literature must ~tnrt in ~~e f ible :tsnlf. ~he la~s anc cus

t oms of child- r a!sin~ for ~ the ~gsis of the later hnbkhic d:s 

cuss ions in t h e ~aht inic pPriod . Ou t of thes e discussions one 

can beg in to drs~ conclusions as to the value society had for 

its child r en. ~nfortunately , t here is ve ry littl e secondury 

li ter ature on the Biblica l t !'eat~ent of t h! ~ sub j cct . 8 ~hat i~ 

ava i l aole often distorts t he ~lbl i cal evidence by sha ping i~ 

into a t hesis the Modern a uthor ~ishcd to t~ink was in t h e mi~d 

of the ancient writPr. ~or exa~ple , many : ~ ris t ian wr ite rs 

have devoted far more spa c e to the i mpor t anc e of chas t i ty with

i n the fa~i l y and the teachin~ o r sexual mor es than t hey hnvP. 

g iven t o r econstr~c ting the leral and moral obl igations that 

exi s t e d betwee~ parents and child ren . 9 

The EncyclooPdis. }Ek!'ace t structure s t h e Ribl ical data on 

childr en accc r dinr t o the catego r ies later defined in r abbini 

cal liter a t ur e . 1O Rol and ~eVeux111s equally influenced by ~is 

knowledge of the r a bbi n ic~ l ~Aterial, but i s f ar more compr e 

hensive because h e often give s the mor e gener al ~ear Ea stern 

context i n wh i ch a par ticula~ custom occurred . DeVaux also 

discus ses the theories of va r ious other s chola r s whose analysis 

has tt:i ken them beyond what t h e data • . .;ill a llow. r'or exampl e • 

DeVaux s hows quit e convinciwly t hat t~e 3 i bl i cal fa~il y could 

not have been descr i bed a s rratriloca 1 . 1 2 

Relyin~ pri~arily on the se t wo latter s ources, we see tha t 

t h e Bi bl~ shows tha t children wer e very important to their parents , 

to the Israelite na tion and to Cod. ~his importance is state rl 



5. 

explicitly and is shown i~plicit~ y in the way t~e ~are~ts 

required to raise their offs p~i n? . So rrent ~ ~ s the love he

tween parents and their c~ild~en that the ~ihlical authors 

projected this relationship as t~e ~onel ~or the rel~ tionsh1p 

between ~cd and ~is people. ~~is, ton . is a thc~e w~ich in 

terested the rabbis , as was the ~ueRtion of the sufferinr of 

little children. It is c~[?llllcn for the Sible to threaten chil -

d . th . . t " t~ . f • . . t l J .. h 1 1 ren \>:l . pun1sn-P.n .or re sins o .. neir pare n s . .ve s a _ 

see that t h e rabb is turned this around so t~at . in re t rospect, they 

woul d s~ y that if a child was seen to suffer, it ~~s cv i~cnt 

that its parents had sinned. 

The Rible is the product of a larrely arricultural society . 

As such, it is not surprisinr that to ~ave many children ~ss 

the greatest blessin~ a f a Mil y could rece ive fron ~od. Sons 

were especially valued for the work ttey would do to help t hei r 

rather, . for the status they brou~ht him, and for t!-:.e way the~ 

would carry on his wealth and increase his nn~e a~ter ~is death . 

In this connection, the elde 0 t son was held a special po~ition 

over his hr ot~er~ and receit·ed a double portion or t he in!-:.eri• 

tance. 1~ ~he first - born was also consecrated unto ~od as ~ere 

the rirst frultg . 

Girls did not ~rin~ the material benefits to a ~aMily 

that boys did , but t~e S i ble never theless s~ows them tote im

portant members of t~e fa~i l v . Their ~rimary function ~as , ul

timately , to leave their ~ather 's home and to become the com4 

panion to another ~an in marr iar e 0 nd to bear his childre~. 

As a ~i rl moved from ch ildhood to adulthood she passed f r om 

the authority of her father to tha t of ~er husband. AlthOU£ h 



sh e had little RUtonorr.:.- , the 2: t-1~ does relate n1.1."1e r ous inc i 

dents where their ~ehavio~ was exc Pptional . Interes~inr l y , the 

matriarchs do not s e r ve the ra bb is much material for the i r di s 

cussions about chil c - raisi ni (ns d id the patria r chs) . The 

rabbis were Mor e likely to use such incidents as th~ - ~n~v n ~ 

~h~ dau~hter s of Ze l orhehart , 15~ho arr1ed successfully wi th ~ose~ 

to ob tai n their f a ther' s inheritance since he hnd left no mal e 

heirs. ~he r abt is wer e olwa ~s ~ore i n terested i n us ing t he 

Bi ble to find pr ecedents fnr doinr t~inrs . ~xanples o ~ filial 

affection found in the early c~apters o f ~encsis arc not so 

usefu, to t hem a s la t er nnr r a ti~es ~h: ch ~ill aff ect the l a ~. 

The f i rs t per son t o see the c~ild born in Ei~l ic~l ca Js 

was the mid- wife . She ~ould ~&sh i t , r ub i t ~i t h sal t , and 

. t . th . 1 t · l b U 11 th t,_ h wrap 1 1n s~a 1n~ co ~es . sua y , . e ~o ,,er c ose the 

child's name , thourh s ome tiMes t~at ~oul d be done b7 t~e f3ther . 17 

The child woul d then be nurs e d , per haps fo r as lon, as ttree 
1 S v 1 · · 1 · ld \,. . . d t· . h... ~ years. a e cn1. oren • . .,,rou i...P. ~ l ,..CUffle, !'; e on ne e.ir- .. :1 •~ay 

after birt~ by the f a ther, who also c ircumc i s ed all :::al~ c:. il.

dren of his s lqv0 ~.
1

c ~ne mo •k P.r would pe r fo r m the ci~=u~c ision 

only i n an e~erfency . 20 After the killing of the f 'rst- ~orn in 

Egypt, t he f a t~er, who a lreaciy sacrifi~ed t111 his f i r !'.:t fruits 

and the f irs t-born of his an ima ls , found r eason to place a 

first-born who wqs q mal e i n this same ca t er ory a nd t hen to 

d h . 21 re eem 1m. 

No~here in J udaisn is ther e le~islation t hat pa r ent3 and 

children ~ust love eac~ other. Fr om the e~rliest times , however, 

a child wa s commanded to " honor" h is f ather and his mothP. -:- . 22 

r 
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This was no a bs tract obl i'-ati on . It meant to obey t h e i r or ders , 

to fea r them, 21~ to f ollow thei r instru~tion, and t o care for 

them i n their ol d age as t he paren ts had car ed for their chil 

dren when the l a tte r wer e younp. . A son who s truck h i s par ent 
? ~ could be put to de a th . 

Both par en t s had a role t o play i n the education of a 

child. ~he dau~hters esscn~ially rc~aincd a t hone and l earned 

what was necessary to perform their r ole as wife a nd mot her. 

Boys stayed with their mothe r f or the early years and l earned 

f r om ~hem the prope r conduct e xpected in the home as well as 

those bas ic customs which c emented the f a mi l i e s , cl6ns a nd r e 

gional gr oupines into a people with a na tional identity . 

The f a ther later took over the t asv. of educa t i ng h i s son s . 

One of t he most i ~portant dut ies of the f a ther was the t~aching 

or bo t h national rellfio- pol itical cus torns 26 as we ll as the 

g enera l education he would need . 27 Possibly reacinf and ~rit-
20 

i ng wer e co1Tl!T\only knc~-n. bu t educa tion was senerally by word 

or mouth. A teacher would t ell a stor y and then asi< questions 

about it . 29 

Bes ides t he national - r eligiou s t raditions , a ch ild would 

be taught the divine commandments which r elated bot~ to his 

aational and h is pe rsonal identi t y . He woul d a lso lear n certain 

literary passages such as David ' s l ament over Sauland Jonat han. JO 

I f h is f ather wa s a t radesman, he would be taught these skills 

as well, and would be expected to i nherit hi s f a ther ' s trade . 

So i mpor tant was this role of teacher, t ha t anyone ~ho ful f i lled 

it was considered a ''Cathe r" to his pupil . 31 ~ven ;oseph , who 

was a counsellor to Pharaoh , was ca l led " f ather". 32 
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Fathers ~oul d also lead t~e i r entire family on a pilgrimaee 

to J erusalem three tiMes a JP~r where the chil dren would learn 

of the national t:-adi tions a! •d perhaps even recite certain 

liturgies. Certain priests were trBined as teachers and were, 

therefore, call ed " f athers". 33 T~e i r "instruction" came to 

be known as "torsh•'. 

As a father i s obligated to educate h!s sons, he is also 

required to find mates fo~ t~e~.Jh The father would recei~e a 

price. called a moher, f or h is dau~hter w~ich would c n~pr n 

sate :or h i~ loss or r i~hts ov~r her. lt is very possi ble 

that this suM was often put a ~a y by the father for the benefit 

or his daurhter should her husband die durin~ her life ti~~.35 

The custom of giving a dowry .as absent from Ribl ical I sraei,36 

nor is a marria?e contract mentioned earlier t ~an t he apo~h

ryphal book of Tobit. 

The Bible does not mention the age at which chilcr~n 

married, but it was certainly early , probably soon after reach

ing puberty . An agreement to marry, known in rabbinic times 

as!!.!.,!, more binding than today ' s "engagement" and having legal 

consequences, was arranged far ehead of the ~edding itsel~. 37 

Marriag es were consummated or: the first night, but a feast was 

held that could last anywher e f rom seven days to two weeks . 38 

The sheets were naively saved in case later proof of the 

bride's virginity bec ame necessary. 39 

Because wonen were not secluded, they were occasionally 

the victims of violence. But if they caught t he perpetrator 

they would f orce him to marry the girl and to pay her fa t her a 

higher mohar.~
0 

Such a person could never divorce his victim.41 
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Otherwise, there were fe~ res:ri _t !ons a n a ~a n divorcinr hi s 

wife, thou~h once a rejec ted wife married so~cone else , her 

previous husband could ne~e r r emarry her , even if her new hus 

band died . 
42 

Alt.hough it :•rn. s 'PI'efe rrcd th::it a person marry a 

kinsman, (especially a first cous in,) t hi s was never strictly 

enforced . 

A father could sell hi s son as a bondsman t o pay h is 

debts, and his sons could e ven be c lai~ed ty his creditors 

after he di ea . u 3 r ut t~is practice ~as no t l ooked upon as proper, 

and Neht:'iiah :-ebu ked t h e people .!'or do in, th i s . l~h A fat:1er 

could also sell ~is dsu~hter as a maidservant . The person Nho 

received her could , i f h~ wanted , ~ive ~er ov~r t o h is son in 

marriar e , out he was then obl i~ated to treat ~er as her fathe~-
L ::in-law. 

Children ~ere more, t herefore, than a s i,n of ~cod ror

tune and more than a blessing left to God to bestow. For a 

1118.n to die c!'lildless !vas considered an unfair s troke of fate 

that was to t e rect itied ~herever possible . The duty of 

levirate marria~e fell upon the deceased's brother. The fi r st 

son of t!'lis union was considered the child or t h e dead ~an. 

This son would then t ransfer his " father's" nar.ie and pr operty 

to the next ~eneration in Israe1.h 6 

The famil y ~roup in t he Ei ble was t he bas ic buildi nE bl ock 

of society . Family sol idarity i n f luenced the laws of heredity 

and established the link between ~enerations ~hich dominates 

much rabbinic discussion but which eludes precise defin:tion. 

.. 
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Early , even r-uilt for sins was passed on from fa ther ~o son, 

and an entire family ~as held account~ble fo r the actions or 

one or its member s . ~7 But later the concept of i ndividual re

sponsibil ity f or ;:-uilt emer,~P.d , so that it ;.,,as understond ·.ti:ot 

neither a f ather nor a son would be killed for the ot~er ' s sin.hR 

More des irable thines t h an ruilt wer e ~as sed on from father 

to son. Wills ~er~ no t wri tten durin~ the days of the Eible , 

but a f a t her woul d make his desires known before his death. 

Two pAs~a,es of t h e ~orah es t ablish the t asis ~or all rutu~c. 

1 l d . . a· . h . ... L 9 · d 1 ega ec1s1ons rerar 1ng in er: ~ance . ~n er nor~a 

stances, only the sons had a right to a f a ther' s inheritance. 

The eldest received a double share, but with it came a doubl e 

r e s ponsibility of caring for me~bers of the family . After the 

incident concerning the daug~ ters o~ Zel ophehad , ~omen were al

lowed to inherit their father's pr operty i n the absence of male 

heirs , but only if t h e y married husbands from their father' s 

kinsmen so that the in.~eritence remained within the father ' s 

famil y . SO 

The solidar ity o f the ancient Hebrew fami l y was vested in 

one member, ca l led a ro- el ~ho pr otected, defended and r edeemerl 

it.51 There is l i~tle di5cussion of the go-el in the c ible , but 

his principal funct ion 5eems to have been the ma intaining of 

family property within the .'urisdiction of the famil y . Ultimately , 

YHWH came t o be depicted i n the o ibl e as I s~ael ' s vo- ei.5 2 

The i mpor ta~ce of childr en : n ~iblical times was capsul

ized in Ced's conmandment , fi rs t to Adam and then to Noah, " to 
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5'3 
be fruitful 3nd ~ult inly and f! ll the earth". That Abraha~ 

had an unlirr.:.t cci r.uri::c r o~ ch:.:~~·P.n was seen as the manifesta-
C:lt 

tion or God's blessing- . -·· :='o r a •..:o::,an net to have childre n \-:a s , 

at first, as a test f r c n God , and , if her barrenness continued, 

as a disgrace . Speak i ng i n h;:::,erbole , the Piblical auth o r s a id, 

for a woman not to ha ve child r en , s~e Mifht as well not havP 

lived. 55 The ideal or f amily life was seen in the nest ~ecund 

imac es a va ilable to the nan of the anc ient Near East: "! our 

children are l ixc olive b?-ar.chcs ::tr ound your t a ble" . c: 6 t.nd the 

far-reach in;: n '?ssian L: v ision of :: :tlach~ also centered ar ound 

children. He spoke o f t :1e day ..:hen .2l i 'ah shall "turn t h e 

heart of the fath e r s to th e child~en, and the heart of the 

children to t~e fa the!"s . "57 I . t - 1 • • n anc i en 1srae , both the 

status of par ents and t ~e stren~t h of a family was enhanced by 

the number of ch ildren. 

The question must nc;. be asked, .'.ust how does one stt:d:y 

what t he rnbbis r.ad to say about chil c ren? ~he literature is 

vast. Tr.ere a re no compr ehensive indices . No secondary 

sources are ·.-:ithout fault . '!'h i s is a ma .;or pr oblem for an:,., 

studen t of the arrado , and the ·,1ay he solves it will, in s ome 

measure , determi ne t h e qual ity of his research . I propose t o 

investi r.ate t ~e use of the ter~s ~ and .£tl i n the r abbin ic 

literature . ':'his will autorr.atically l imit the number and kinds 

of references I will find . A mor e compr-ehens ive study, for 

example, would also t race t h e uses of other words for children 

and a lso such wor ds as ne t her, father, education, teacher, cir• 

cl.Ullcision, marr iar e , etc . Sut this is too large a task for 

the purpose of this pro j ec t . 
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to terms a bove . 3 in~c t r.e:: 9.!'P , :.o~en~r, -t:.tc ones :,ost corr .. ~onl;: 

used fo r " son", " dau,-nter", " child", ::1::-:d ' 'c:-.il1ren'', I expect 

t hat in tracinr t ~em I will les~n a r~cnt deal 1ho1: t ~hat t~e 

rabbis had to say about them. I will not be able to s ho~ nll 

that the r abbis taurht about education , o~ circc~cision , but 

I may be able to say so~Et~inr ahout how relat ! ? ely i ~ro rtant 

each of t hese cate~ories ~ere to the ra~bis based on thei r use 

of the con~on terrn for " son" , etc . 

To bep i n, I will utilize Moshe Gross ' 1•~:>~r l.:.: - a i-:--ar.a . · 

Under the rubric " ~ani:-:i u- ·:e.not" r.e 1 is t s 1 :::o r eferences "'hich 

are taken from a cross section cf the T&1nud as well as f~om 

the other ma ~or collections of Mic~r.~r. . ~he larrest source of 

references , t~e Kusovsky Ta l mudic concordancc~9 lis ts eve ry 

singl e use of the term~ and its de r :.vatives in t he ~ ,~. 

'?here :s too nuc~ ~aterial for ~t tote us~~ul , at least in 

the beginninp . Later, if I seek t o deter~ine a for~ of the 

term, it ~ill ~Pco~e a valuehle aid. 

start. !hP, Soncino trans lation of t~e ~al~ud ~as a su~ jec t 

. d bO ,.. . 1 t. t t· .• . . . .,, t,._ 61 1n ex as does the ~onc1no trans a ion o ne ~ 1a r as~ , A . Ja. 

Subjec t i~d ~~~s slso occur i ~ t r anslatlons of othe~ ~id r as~ic 

11 . . " . .., . t .., 1 62 d - 1 k ,., ' 0 .... . . co ect1ons , sur.!'1 as ,. l •iras l'\ _,2 ,~'l :,s an r _r e !.! · 'lL•:- 1 

Sa tan.
63 

7~&SP indices all conts~n :~e rubr~c "chi l dren". 

So~e 2n~lish ant~c}9r~es als~ se rve a s a source for orip,inal 

aFgadic texts . ~xa~ples a r e! la~hi~~: ;n~,._0Jar~ , ty ~0ntefiore 

d L 6l1 
"' l · · i... 1 h " ",::: d L ' f T an oew~ , . o '"lU0 1 c i\nt1 !r '-~ ': , y ,ew!"lan , a n epent.s ".I ..,e;;s , 

. --
by Gin zber~. 66 3uch sources occR5ionally b rin~ to~ct~e r f rag 

~ents of a na r rat iv P, from di~~e~ent s our ces , and also , in their 
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selection. c an r e~le c t the b i asPs o f the i r cditcrs , ~ut i~ ~SP ~ 

carefully. t hey can be ~elpf ul . CLter sc=on~3r y lit~!"'ature 

migh t also presen t :.elp f u l soll!"'CP r.ater~al . >'.es t " " !"lrrp:·:.r!n s ~vP 

is a larpe vo l urr.e, ~ ~ P. ,l p •.· i~~ " - ~id , ~y ·., . :-~ . Feld1--.a?1 . 67 Shou ld 

I find cert a tn 3ibl ic al p3.3s r.fe~ :1e-cur!"' i~, i. r. t ...,f' rabhlni c Ma -

scriptural i ndi=es found i n t~e Soncino trgnsl ati o~3 a nd e l se

where . a s 

have art jc l e s on childr c-n ·,,·hie~: p•o·;Lde .hf'! r PS:l!a r chn• ·.ii.t h 

r eferences t o the r abb inic l i t era tu~~, and b i t1io,rap~ics o f 

seconda r y lit e r a t ure. 

The rabbi s continued t o s upprrt the Eiblical requi r e~ent s 

that a fa thPr =ircumc ise . redee~, educate, and ma rry t1i s son~ . 

But in the r abbinic a ge , tr.e e mpha s is s ~ i f t e d fro~ t h e ~ore 

s ymbol i c ac ts , such as c ircumcis i c n , to a c t jvl t ics s ~ch a s 

reeding and e duca t:nR children ~~ich requi red ~ore t ime 3nd 

expense fro~ !'arents . ~~e i mpo~tanc e of all t~e above ~equi~e

ments of paren thood is ev idenc ed i n both t tc 9 : ole and t t e r ao

b ini c l iterat ure. hut t he pun i s hment f or negle ct ing these 

duties often s u~Ees t s t ~e r e l a ti ve i mportance a ttributed to 

them. In ra bbi n ic t ine s , t h e rab~is , for whatever reas ons . 

did not find i t as necessarJ to t ~~eaten a pare nt for not cir

cumcising his s on as h ad t h e S~blical authors. But they did 

warn of a ~hole ranf e o f punishments , incl udinR t he death of 

one's children f o r tte r.e r:l e c t o f 7 or3h study (see chapter I I I} . 

Devel o pmen ts and chan~~s from t t ~ Bi blical trad it ion made by 

the r a bbis wil l ener~e in t he chapters t hat follo w. 



Evidence o~ t~e ~radual ~~i! t :n 3n: 1e~t !sr o~l , from an 

e ~r icultural soei~ty to one in ~~ich the ei~y ~~s a l so to pl~y 

a major r ole, can be discerned in t~e unfoldi~~ of the Rible 

accoun t . ?ut it :,,as no t r e:illy untn after tht> Pe rsian period , 

not until t':lP- co:,inr· of ~ell~ni:::ri , t"!-lnt this de!'"tor:""aphic 

chanc e affected t~e life of the avera~e Israelite , o r iudean, 

as he should h~re ~c ~nl1cd . ~he evolution of Jewish life 

~ovcd first frrn ~~ llar e to to~n snd t o city , but then, ~ith 

t he destruction o f :he RcmAns , :nto e~ile a~d back to villa~e 

life. Ac col?i;>:ir::·in these cr.&r:-c~ in social a nd economic con

dit ions ca~e chan~es in the ne~essities of raising children . 

No l onrc~ was t~ere a ~em~le , pil~ri~a ~es which had serve d to 

focus t h e national identity of the r.hilc. A g r owin~ body or 

J cwi~h lite rature w1s more accessible in the day s of the rabtis 

than Torah had been in an earl ier a~c . It was no lon~er suf

ficient t o l eave the education of sons in t~e hands of t heir 

fathers . 

Life und er forei,n r ule was often harsher than it had been 

in t h e past , and the ~ibl ical presumption that par ents ~ould 

provide the ba s ic necessities for tr.eir children ' s maintenance 

now needed tr.e sanctior.s o f law. 

Most of the Biblical s tatc~ents a bout children are either 

very harsh ( in t:.at the:: t hreaten severe punishment for failure 

to obey the la~) , ver y terse, or very peneral . It ~as left for 

the rabbis of t he Tannaiti: a nd then the A~oraic eras to c~
velop t hese ~tatemP.nts , to deter mine what wa s the minimal effort 

requi r ed t o fulfill a ~iblical precept and ~hat was the maximal 



compl iance that ~ould reasona bly t e oxpc ~ted of t~e people . 

The rabbis could , ~s well , suc~t:.7'1b t.o teac h i :1, t::at ideal be

havior which mi r,ht c~aracterizc the most rir~tenus person in 

a perfect world. The rabbis us P-d t •!e terr, ~ and ~ ss an 

expression of relationship . ~suall~, a s on or dau" hter was a 

person~ of t ,.,o parents . ? u t -nost importantly , a son or 

daughter ~as called such for rav i n P. been ra i s~d by specific 

parents. " ~e ~ho br ines up e ch i ld is called i ts father , not 

he who gives b irth to him", said t h e rnhbi s 71 • '.:':1is relation

ship also extends t o one ' s tea~her ~~o not onl s calls his 

student " son", but is called "father in return" . ~hat was im

portant to t he r s bb is was not th~ fact of birth , over which 

they had little control , but t he l eral oblir.ations and moral 

expectations incumbent upon parents and cr.ildren as the r esult 

of t heir relationsh ip . 

By livinr. up to the require~ents of t he father-son r ela

tionship, t~e son grew in value to the fa t~er (see Chapter V) . 

And a ch!ld , by living up to its parental oblivat ions , came 

to confer me!'it on its fathe r, 72 which the rabbis saw ss saving 

him from punis!"lment i n this world or suffering i n the world 

to come . 

The term~ is also used b: the rabbis in a more g eneral 

sense to describe the lower status a person might ha ve in re

lation to someone else. Sometimes this term was used in a neu

tral sense as when Abraham pleaded with God to i nstitute the 

signs of a~inG so that stranrers ~ould dist inpuish between 

father and son, younG and old, in o r der to know whom to honor 
7 1 

with appropriate behavior and speech . · Sometimes the term 

-as used to connote a nesn.tive status regardinr, a spec ific 

i s sue , su:~ as w~en Rabbi J ohanan labelle d Balsam' s father as 
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Balaa.~! s son (in otre r wo~ds , as 2alaa~ • s infc~ior) i n mattP.rs 

of pr ophecy . ?IL Afte-:- :!: s r sel I11a,fo a!'ld whrs·:-: ipped the Gol den Calf , 

God called the m " sons not to be tru::;ted" (Deut . 32 : 20 ). The 

rabbi s interpreted this to :nean t:1.at they were like children 

becaus e they had no fa i th. So the term was used also to confer 

negat ive status in an 4bsolute sense as ~ell as i n comparison 

with others . 

There is alsn an example o f the r~bbis usin~ t he term 

~ t o a ppl.r a positi •; c ststus . ':,ncn in Scripture .is.cob speai=s 

t o his brt:t.hren (':en . 31 : Ji6 ) , :~ . !:una :.ntc-rrrcts the verse to 

mean that he epoke to his " sons" who wer e " br ethren l n (apea:< ir-.r) 

~-... h 1 " 76 f. d b t· bb. 1,ue o j' t onr--ne • '!'he f'reatest l!!Ure rawn :· no rs 1s, 

howeve r , was t h e ir r cferrinf ton man' s EOOd deeds as his chil 

dren. 77 Bu t here thP.y were only oi'f er inr a possible ;;ay t ha t 

God micht comfor t a r i ght eous man ~ho a pproache o dea t h hithou t 

leavin~ any real ~~il dren. In a ~ore a bstr act , but not unr e 

lated, sense , the f rui t of c e rtain plants , such as t he olive 

(and its oil) and the ~r ape (and t he Nine it be c omes) are al so 
78 

cons i de r ed children of that plant . · This analc y ~as use d 

to teach t hat c~ildren can confer ~er it cpon their parents . 

The ag~adic discuss ions of the rabbis cen tered ~a inly 

around tr.e halkhic r equirements . This i s not sur pr isint since 

they were ~or e conce~ned with t he ever•chang in,- real i t ies of 

e veryday l ife than they were with abst~act theological s pecu• 

lation. Appro~imatel~ eiP.~ty percent of a ll r abbinic s ta tements 

about children ar~ directly r elated to a categor y of hal aKha . 7~ 

or t hese statements , ful ly t hree quarter s ~ere dir ected t o pa

r ents rather than to children. Thi s is the n a tural result o~ 
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parents beinr- the usual audier:ce for l h c o.~roda . Of cours~ , 

parents are also usual]y children a t the same time. 

If the ch ief concern of t h e r a bb is , when speaking of chil

dren, ~as how a pa r ent should r a ise them, the ir c~ i nf c oncern 

addressed to chil dren was how t h ~ child should return t he honor 

due h i s parents . It is interesting thn.t in the ma j ority of 

cases thes e statetr.~nts were rr.ade to children who b1d airea dy 

grown. The rabbis did not, apparently, addres s young chi ldren 

direc tly . 

But- the Rabbis came to ha]akhic di scc,urse by 9 dee p- s e a ted 

desire to do what God required of His creatures. It Nas no t 

unco!Tll'non, therefore , ~or them to lap~e into speculation a bou t 

the cosmological, eschatol ogical and theological sihn i f ic&ncc 

of children. If childr en linked the prese~t generation to the 

next, then ultimately they l i nked Abraham to Sinai and t o David 

and to 2li j ah . Usually, however, they were c oncerne d wi th thn 

simple daily activities that take up most of B J ew 's life. But 

the occasional thoolog ical speculation ~roadens and balances 

this perspective which would not otherwise have lived to tran

scend t heir particular t i me and place. 

I shall present, i n the pages that follow , a structu~ins 

of the aggadic literature dealing with children which I hope is 

honest to the intent of the rabbis. This task is difficult be

cause the rabbis ~ade no atte~pt to struc ture their own thought. 

What makes it even more difricult is that while the halakhu is 

rigidly controlled, the aggada is not. Any rabbi, on ce having 

l 
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any state~ent ~e ~9 rP.d to . A~i n~y on P. ~as f~ee to record it , 

no matter how peri pheral t~is ~tate~ent ~irh t be to common 

rabbinic opinion . 

Others , notably Schechtc~ . ~o ha ve discussed the relevant 

agE?ada as if t he rabbis were cn :.erl:y ::once!"ned with the devel

opmental i.:rowth of ~hildr e n into adtil ti~ood. Such studies a.re 

influenced almost as much ~Y Dar~i~ as by the rab bjs t he~~e l ves.61 

In this pro ,:ect I find it a;rpropriate to str1.1cture the arradic 

materi~1 cr.ronol cr icall> a ccord i nr- to the correspondini~ halnkha. 

Thous h I invest ii;::ated this topic onl:1 throuc h the ter!'ls ~ 

and .2!,l, nerlectint such ccvelop~cntal terms as tinok , 21!:l, 

na ' a!", and r il,~·:r , : f ound all t~ese terms to occur in rr.y 

material, but no t in a way t~at ~ould su~~est the rabbis to be 

particularly conscious of a child' s passin£ throur,h clea~Jy, or 

even rourhl y , defined sta es. 

Their discussions clea~ly cetray a preference for ~ale 

children and ~ ive certa~n pr es cription s for r.ettin~ the~. In 

a ddition , they so~eti~es mention speci~ic ways in which a child 

is valuable to his parents , to Is~ael and to ~od. ~his paper 

will be£in, t h en, with an analy sis of the type of children 

the rabbis preferred, how they sucgested one get them, and ~hat 

they instructed t e done or rerl ected was done to t hem once t hey 

were born. 

The ne,ct chapter ·,,:.11 deal \-.'ith the great bulk of mater i al 

which deRls ;.;it!1 ho:.; parents should , accordin,, to law and custom, 

raise their children . ! he or~anizat i on of thi s chapter will be 
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first t o list t~a lera l n~l iro t ~r n o~ po r c~ts to~ard t h e! r 

children , and t ~P~ , :o follow Pach t opic wi~h a dis cussion of 

the paramete r ~, bet h at t i tudinal an d behavioral , with in wh ich 

the rabti s c XfP~trd .t ~ese obl i ~n~io~s to be carried out . 

Acco~ps~yinr this chapt e r I rtetai l, i n a s i mi l ar way , the 

obligation s and expecta ~ion s whjch t~e r abbis i mpos ed on chil 

dren toward t heir porPnts . Tn th i s s ect i ~n the ~e bb is p r inarily 

answer t h e que s t ion: ·.,il:at do~s it nean t o honor one ' s parent s ? 

~rom t ~e prc~inus thrP e chnptc ::"s a nd f ro~ ot her s tate

ments t o be rath~red i n chap ter :~ , I shal l show t he vari ous 

ways in ·,:hi ch the ::--obb is s s ·,1 t h e child to be quite a val uabl c 

entity . Concludi n~ thi s struc turin~ o~ the a~r.ada, ~ will 

dis cuss chi l d~cod as the ra bbi s perce i ved it to be a theolog ic~l 

caterory. 

After hav i np done a l l th i s, I shall measu re t he ways i n 

which t he !'abbis chanr ed , de vel oped , o r irno red the Sibl ica l 

heritage on which they tri ed to base all t heir t e a ch i n~. On l y 

after all t h i s has been done can t he Modern r e searcher evalu

ate the t ea ch inrs of t he rabbis for h i s ow:1 day . 
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The story :ia =- to l d o ~ s :; bb i .,ho , during h i s travel s , come 

upon an ol d men ~ho a sked h im ~hy ch ildr en ~ere so oft en withhe l d 

from t he hes~s of J ewi sh h omes . ~hour h t h e questione r was , ep• 

parently , old ~~ t ha n t h e rabbi n i nself, t h e r abbi beran ~i s re

sponse with the term " :·ly s on • • • " , typ ical of t he mester/s t uden t 

relationship : " :•'.:,, s on, i t is b e cause t he iiol y One , b l essed b e 

He , loves t hem wi th s uch s c omolete l ove, and r e j o i ce s i n them 

and pur ifies . 1 tne m. He withhol ds chi l d r en from them s o that t hey 

ill . • . . b " ., . " ? w ·n~:-eas e ..,rte1 r prayers e . o r e r. un . ~he rabb i t h en c ited 

a s e xa mpl.c s ~ebecca , Rachel and 1:anna , whos e ba rrnnnes s l as t e d 

from f our t e en to t wenty yea r s . I n t he end , a l l three rejoiced 

in chi l d r en . 3 

The r e i s a rea s on fo r barr e nne ss , the rabbi had explai ned 

to the old man. But t he r e is a l so a way t o ove r come it-•by pray • 

ing t o God . God wants the pr ayers of his people , and ~e wants 

t hem t o r emember that Se 1s the source of chil dren, one of l ife ' s 

most cher ~shed blessings.h 

I t s eems t hat mo~t peopl e did n o t have a g r eat deal of dif

ficulty ccnceivi nG chi l d r en, for t h e rabbis offer ed l ittle adv i ce 

that was re corde d as t o how to ove r c ome i n fe rt i lity . Or, perhaps 

unable t o _s ol v e t h e probl em of barrenne ss, they c ould only re

commend t ha t a f t e r t en y ear s ct" chil dl ess marriage. a man ought 

to divorce h is wife and marry anot her who could allow him to 

fulfill t he rr.i~zvah of -pr oc rea t ion. 5 9ut on the other hand, 

comparing childr en to ol i ves , it wa s t a ught that a s olives 

r rom a br anch 1;tre !' t e d t o the t ree a r e no t •• pure'' • so chil dren 

6 f rom a mo t her of d i fferent s t oc k ·,:ill no t be pure. 
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This statenent could neon ~any t ~1n~s, but t~e i nterpretation 

la that t hey did not want men to d ivo~ce t heir wivPs and con

tinually r e~arry o t t ers . I f possibl e, a man should have his 

children with one ~ife . 

There is a g reat ~ealth of rabbinic instruction on the 

subject of conception. Cn the cne hand, t h is advice tol d how 

a couple s~ould proce~d so that the re sul t of their union hould 

be male c~iud~en. And on t he other, they warned ebout t he 

terrible dan~e rs t~at woul d t hreaten t h e h~alt~ of a baby , 

\,·heth e:- it ·,·as a boy or a e:irl, if the parent~ • sexual behavi or 

was improper . 

The co:,unandment to have chi ld~en fell only upon men . 7 

The dis c i pl es of S:ie~J"'lai taught that having t wo ma le children 

was sufficient . ?or ~illel, it was enouRh that a man had two 

children, one son and one daughter. ~. Joshua said that the 

requirement tor.ave children never ceased. 8 This dist i nction 

had an important le~al consequence . If a man's wife died be 

f ore he had co~plet~d t he mitzvah of procreation, t ~en he would 

have to rer:arry a '-'Oman capabl e of bearing more ch ildren for 

him. But if this los s occurred a f ter ~ e h ad the prescribed 

number of offspring , then ~e was free also to ~arr y a woman in

capable of ~avinf children. 9 

There is a wide range of ~abbinic advice intended to influ

ence the proce s s of conception in favor of males . n. ~ama sa id 

in t he name of ~. ~an ina whc taug~t in ~~e name of R. Yi tz~ak 

that everyone who put his bed in a north-south direction ~ould 

have ~ale c~ildrPn .
1

~ :lsewhere, male children were described 

by R. Abba as t h e reAard for giv i ne tzedaksh ~enerously . 11 



wife to enjoy 

it was tau'-"ht tl-s.-:. ~o:ioucti:ir;- o ::--.ese l!' pic-usl~- a nd with sanctity 

was the 1~por tant ~:'inc:ple ~~!c~ should rovern sexual te~av ior. 

It was ::-:po:--tan p.:--f'·.;:.m:sl:; , :-n-~:eve r, to h ave- -na rried a ·,:orian 

worth of you.1 3 Yet al l this ~ou l d be to no avail unless it 

• d . • t G d 1 lt was accompan 1e =Y Pa~nPs ~ pro~~~ ~o -n . 

Showinr even ~ore exr1icit ~once rn for the wife , ~. Isaac 

s aid in t~e na~e of n. A~i t~at if a man controlled himsel ~ 

durinf' ::1t.,rcourse ~o t :1e.t his ... i :'e was t :-.e !' irst to "~sve 

seed", t~en h e Aoul d b e bless~d N:th male childrcn. 15 ~nva 

added t~at ~e ~ho wanted all ~is ~hildren to be sons ~ou) c 

1 (,, 
have int ercou:--se ~ith h:s wi!'e t ~ic e in succession. 7hese 

statements a~out influencinr conception in f avor of males wer e 

not limited to one part of t he rabb i nic literature. nor to one 

period o!' rabbinic creativity , nor to one e roup of rabbis . 

They bet~ay an unque~ tionahle preference for sons . 

7he rabbis also l"lade r,any sun ~estions for avertinr: prcc 

nancies doomed to catastrophy . To bevin. i t was taught that 

the manner in ~~ich a couple ~ad intercourse would affe c t t he 

child t hat was thus conceived. If a men forced h is wife to 

have sexual relations , t~e r e sulting ch i l d would g row to be 

"unworthy~ .
17 

!f t he woman solicited inte~course f rom her 

husband. t~en the child would be worse than t ~e children of 

M • t · 1.q ... h ' ld f oses genera ion. t,.e c. l ren o the wildernes s. Th i s is 

an example of the rabbis ' t heodicy . One r eason children go 

bad. they explained , was thei ~ parents• bad s e x habi ts. 
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Unnatural i ntercourse seer.s to have been a concern only 

or some r abbis . ~.r:i l e R. Joryanan listed t~e tra~ecies ( such as 

lameness , bl indness and deafness) ~hich would bef~l l chil dren 

whose parents en~arec in such i;r.r, ropP!' hehavio r as " rr.qKinr, 

love i n the rever s e position", or "kissinf an i napp ropriate 

place", he also recomme~ded that midni~ht ~as the o~ti~al ~i~e 

for intercourse if one wanted coMely c~ildren . 19 Th is ~asap

parentl y because it was wrong to have intercour~e i n the l iGht20 

and midnich~ was equidistant ~rom both sunset and sunri s e. 

Bu t t~e sa~es disar- reed wi t h a l l t his . It was t heir opin ion 

th t fl d ._ l d . . t 11 21 "'h . a a man May o as r..e p eases ur1ng 1n P.rcou!'s e • ·1 1s 

latter statemen t was t~e final legal rulin~ on t he matter, but 

from t he asGada we learn the ideals of the r abbis, includ i ng 

R. JohanBn. 

Some rabbis also considered a parent ' s strength to be i n 

his or he?' blood and that this was transferred to the embryo 's 

blood at con ception. Cne should not have inter course with the 

intention of ha v in~ a child, t herefore, aft er being bled, lest 

the child that resul ted grow up to be feeble , or, worse, to 

have a skin disease kno~n to cause nervous trembling. 22 Ra bbi 

R. Huna said t hat. if a man returns from travel i ng and i111J1'1ediately 

has intercourse with his wife, t hen he will have weak children. 23 

Thus, a parent ' s streng t~, or lack of it, was also thought to 

be passed on thr ou~r. the sperm. It was also tauiht that a bat~

room demon woul d follow so:neone f r om t he toilet and t hat it was, 

therefore, necessary to ~a i t a prescribed lencth of time befor e 

en~agin~ i n inter course, l est t he demon bring epilepsy upon the 

child to be conceived. ?h 



L 
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The pret?nant ~o"l2.~ en joy eri s. s pec iol reli,- i ous and l egal 

1 d . . l . 25 status which has ~een a~p y :scussea e se~nere . :J:1ile s he 

was allowed to eat anythin ~ s he ~anted , includ i nr pork , 26s~e was 

also tau~ht t hat it was more ~enef i cia l to t he e m~ r ~o to eat 

light foods. Th e eatinr of s u c h t h in~ s as cress, fi s h br i ne, 

and ~.ustard l ead to childre n .....-ho ·hould ce b l ear•·c;;nd, S:llall

eyed, or intemperat.e , r es~J~c ti·,el ;,; ; ,-Jhile the eatin1- of such 

items as e ~gs , fi sh. parsl e~ , o r co riander caused a ch ild to be 
- . 27 

lar; e-ey~d , ~r a ccf ~l , !Pau ~i~ul , or t a l l. 

The rabbis ~~e~ of t h e nany probl e~~ t hat could arise dur-

28 ing pre i..'.'nancy , but Rava could still say to R. !~ahman that nost 

children ,1ere c arried full term. 29 '.·~ether or not lahor ·,ioulcl 

be difficult wa~ i n t he hands of ~od , JO accordinr to R. Johanan , 

but difficult or not, the ma jority of women ~ere said to ~i ~c 

birth to heal t hy children. 3i 

At birtl: , the normal child 'had its na·.rel cut , i•'as washed, 

rubbed wit:1 salt and swaddled. 32 ~:... :.s procedurP. seems to ~a·:e 

satisfied mid~ives since t h e da~s of Szekiei. 33 Va r ious remedi es 

prescribed for some of the difficulties t~at micht arise wi~h 

birth . ~he rabb is knew or artificial respiration and would u se 

this technique to t r ~ to revi Ye a child bor n inan imate. ~emedies 

such as tr.e b rin,-inr of hot coals near t:ie i nfant , or run!J inc 

it with its afteroi rth 34 i llus trate other a tte~pts to hel p a 

child to live. 

A popular custo~ ~as t h~ plantin~ o f a t ree with the tirth 

of a child, a cedar f or a toy , and a pine for a ~ irl.J5 :fuen 

the child is ~arri ed , the tree ~ould be cut and used a~ the poles 

of t he huppar .• 



A chil d was nnmed, no t at ~irth, but i n connection ~ith n 

reliFious rite . Accordin - to ?e!d~&~, a ~irl ~oul d r cce:~c her 

name durinr a ~lessin~ said b; her fa t ~c r in :h~ s~n e c , uc 

after s r.e lived t~rce c a : s . )·, ? er!·.aps ~e~nuse Al-rchom' s nn::e 

was chanr ed at this ti~e , a bo~ recei ved ~i s na~e in Isra el 

while be i nc blessed ot the cP remony of c: r ~ur.cis:on.37 Child ren 

were krn,·,m as •so!"!/ c~twh:er o !' {t he:r oarcnt~) 11
•
3? Their pa ren:.s 

were urr ed to na:ne their ct.ildren aftP.r the )·,cro s of the ,Je·,1is:1 

past . " .:a •i e ,.,ou ever heard of a child na r-:ec a:, tcr Phara oh , 

S h . . " . ?'' ~ d . . . 39 ,., t . ennac er:.. o , or ., 1se:--a. as Ke one rac:; :;. . :1u 1 t was co:iM~:on 

practice for : e ~s l ivin- outside of Israe l t o r i ~e t heir c ~ ilt r en 

l 10 non-; ewish names current in t ~eir odopted lands . · 

Once born , t he chi l d -;...ra s not seen to :"" row t hrou:-h '✓ f:lr i.01,.;s 

stages of crwnitive deYelopnent as ha ve t-een described i!"I t ~c 

plethora of liter:itu~e -,.Titten in t h e t·,_o ':"lost recent dcc~de~, 

but was rather seen as pror ressin~ from one r eli ··ious r i te to 

another or f r om cne reli~io~s duty to another. Certain sta~cs , 

important ~ore for their desi,naticn of a c h i!d's lei al stat~s 

than for their r eco -nition of t he cor nitive c~an~cs ~~ich occur 

as a cr.ild :"'~ows to t eco~e an adult, were kno~n :o the r a ~~ is 

b y various terms ~-hic?-1 occur f!"equentl :; in both the a ,· :-ada and 

the halakha . 

The infant ••:as known as a t i.nok ( fP.:.:.::inc :. i :io:r,.,:\ i' r om 

the verb meaninr "to suckle". One~ ~eaned , but no la ter t ~an 

a~e t~ree, the cr-ild ~as called a katan (~ . 

This is , i n a sense , t~e second 3nd final sta~e of child~~od . 

All other desir nations r eall~ define star es er der rees of ~a:ority . 
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All earn i n~s and r!ndinrs ctn ~atnn ~rl on~ed to ! ts father . 

He could al so &~nil it, vo~s , ~~ any l ~Pal rontract sipned ~y 

a katan also req11 :. red witness ~n,• t-v its f:'¾t:1"! r . A ~ather 

could ccntrs c t for the ~arri ar~ o ~ a ketRnrah , tut at her mA -

. . l . . r h . l -~ r )~? l h h t Jor1ty sh r. cou n , 1 s .e w1 s , P u , r-e 11sP. . A t ou~ a Ka nn 

coul d be punish ~d r~r ~av 5np illeral intP. r cour se , a k~tAnnah 

could no t . h) 

A r l rl he~an to loser.er status AS ~ i nor the day afte r 

For t he next s i x ~onth s t he child ~ss considered a na ' e r 

(f. na ' ara~ ) . !he vows or s na ' sr and a na•nrah ~ere val i d, 

but they ~ust be cr.ecKed. ~his stsr-e w~s, j n a sense , a tran

sit ion to adult~ood . ~he ch ild was h~ld ~esponsible for its 

words , likP an a rlult , though it Yas anticipated t hat lapses 

in trustwort~in~ss ~ould occur. An unnarried na ' arah was still 

under f u ll autho rity of her fat he r, t hourh this ~as t he time 

he should arren~e ~or her betrothal. 

This stave ~as clos e ly Associated ~ith t h e comin~ of pu

berty . I f no sit"ns of pubcrt:1 came, a per son wa s still con

sidered a ~inor t h rouph t he a ge of twenty . If , at t wenty, no 

symptoms of ~uberty ~ad occurred , t h en t~e pe rson was cons idered 

impotent and ~ivcn 9dult status . In any event, t he bearing of 

children ~as the final defin it iv~ sign to establish a ri rl 's 

ma jority . ldt ':'l':at "na j ority" (tr.e terms g ibbur for a Man and 

boc:-ere t f or a ·.--or'lan 1-·er e corr:monly used ) ·.,a s seen t o come in 
\ -

differen t ~ta~e s , i s ~ade clea r by the disc~ssion in fats 3atra U? 



mine if a child AP. re cld Pnou~n to ~~t f or : ts~lf . A bey ~ust 

years and a day c~~elve yea~s a~d a ~~Y ~nr q v~rl ) t o rer~or~ 

mos t l er-al matt e rs , e:,d at l t'ast. t.i--,.r.t y years old tn be able 

t o sell his fami ly ' s ~c~l e sta t ,. . 7~1s latter delay wa s a ~e

sult of t ~e ra~bis ' fear thn t A c~:l d is o~te n tempted ~y t h e 

l ur~ o~ mo~cy to ~e ll t ~e lsnd c ~ ~is c~21 ~at~r~ , h 6 ar.d l~~d 

was their mo~t pr eciou s ite~. ~~ ~ ere at ~~ich o ch ild could 

s e ll moveabl e propPrty was defined less precisely . ~hose who 

showed a n a?pr eciatior. for bus i ~ess deAl i nr s could sel l thin~s 

he boup.ht , o r i tem~ he r e ce iverl as ~ifts , at as enrly an are 

as 6. 1~7 

The notion of sta~es was not critical to the arradist s 

who spok~ ao0ut ~hildr('n . ; ~e i nd i vidual l i v in~ in rabbinic 

t imes knew only t ~c basic and relativel y clearly defined starPs 

o f l ife , p~e - puberty-- in whi c~ ~e o r she knew no l ega l respon

s i b i l ity ~~t ~as o~ed c e r tain re~ponsibil ittes by his o r her 

paren ts . and pos t-pubPrty-- in which an individual was he ld r e 

s pons ible for !-l is act ions , and ,s1as bound '-" i t h obli,;a ticns both 

to his parent s and to h ~s ow~ c~ildren. 

The importance o f t!-le onset o ~ puberty a s ~arkinr- life ' s 

single ma jor peri od of transition led~. Sh i mecn b . Ga mliel 

and R. S:1irneon h . ::liezar to notP. s ubtle d i !'ferencP.s i n t h i s 

deve l opment in ~omen . ~. S~ i ~e on b . Ga~l i e l observed t~at t he 

l ower narks of puber t y we~e first discern ible among t owns~omen 

because they were a coustomed to bathing , while t he upper signs 
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of puberty appParef. f i !'st arr.on:: vi l l n~e ·.:or:r:n ·~eca\;se t :-:ey 

ground with Millstones . Accord i!1f' to :-t • .Sr.imeon t . Eliezar the 

right side of the body develops f i rst amor.r r j ch c irls because 

it rubs apainst t heir scarves , a nd among the poor t he left 

side develops earl ier because they carry j nrs of ·,;ater, or e ven 

their brothers , on the left side . 0~ 

At t h i s point, be fo re roing on to t he major concerns of 

the rabb is rcra r din~ chi l dren, it is wor th discussing t he dif

ferent thir.r-s t ~ey had to say about the r e l ative value of boys 

and g irls . After reading t heir advice on conception, one 

might wonder if a feMale child brought any joy at all to her 

parents . I f this ques t ion is m~de more poirnant today becaus e 

of the ~r o~ing a~arencss of t he disparate r ole ~omen have been 

relegated to in the history of mos t peoples , it is, neverthe 

less, raised here s olely on tr.e basis of the rabbi s ' own re

marks, wh ich were, at ti~es, quite explicit. 

Interpre t inp PsalM 1 27 :13 " Behold, chil dren (ban im) are a 

herita~e of the Lor d , t he fruit of t he ~omb is a reward.,, it 

was taueht t hat ban i m r eall y meant "sons", t.,•:10 ..:ere a "heri tai;-e" 

and a "reward", while daug~ters were merely a "reward". The 

glory of God, sur:imar ized this state~ent , ~as derived f rom males.1i 9 

In an entirely unrelated context another Pibl ical statement50 

was shown to support the hypot hesis t hat with the coming of 

male child!'en into t ~e world peace also came to the world. 

This was done by r eadin,=: t:1e P.e brew word fo r "gift" (kar) as t he 

word for "male" ( za - k~ar)~~l 



In one of thei r cl3ssir. d:sfl r: r eP,!"'ler.ts , Eillcl ar,ti S.,_11'~ma i 

argued over t h e Minimum n:nount nf money nec~s s a r :1 to betro th 

a woman. '!?'Pit Sh~~:iai said a minirr:UJT1 of n drm~r wns nee ::P.d, 

while fill :Hl 1 P,l re1u i r P- d onl7: a nP ~u >:. n. 
152 

(·:rr.atcver a r.r,n r 

was worth, a pPruta had e low~r valuat ion.) Rava , nrruinr fo~ 

~ Sha"1no i 's point of vie-...· , s i:d d that i f a Heb rew b onds ·.;om~n 

could no t be bnur~t for a peruta , sur el~ a Hehrew bride ou~h t 

not to be bour ht ~or so little . 53 

In a not her conte xt ~e l earn that no ~Rtter how poor a man 

round hims elf, he must n ot sell }1is dauhhtcr to anoth P,r f'o:- a 

bondswoman . Althoueh this was permitted by law, it ~as ~ie~cd 

by the rabbis as a ~retched thin~ to do and the y warned t~at 

anyone wr.o d i d t h is would not have anothc~ moment o f ~ood for

tune in his lifetime . ~~ It is interes t i np. t hat he is a l~o 

warned he re a ga inst sellin~ a Torah. Th ese two , soneti~es an• 

tithet ical , concepts , dauphter and Torah , werP here linked . 

Both are so important to a man t hat he is t o hold on t o t h em, 

even t hou~h ~e may starve by doing so . Roth a dau?ht e r 2r.d a 

Torah had special value to a man . 

In making an analo~y unrelated to the topic of this paper, 

the Mishnah listed sons and .daughters together as equal l y pre

cious to a parent and t hu s worthy or being s pared from t he curse 

ot leprosy . '' Slsewhere, R. Hi yya explained in an interchange 

with R. Shimeon b. R. Ami56 compares sons and dnurhters to wine 

and vinegar, wheat and barley. Altt ough vinegar is as i~;or ta~ t 

as wine, and barley a-s important as wheat, a man nevertheless 

prefers the latter item in each pai~.56 ~his analogy teaches 
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t hat daughters were not wor th !Pss then sons, bu t t ~a t t hey 

didn't brinf as much bel1efit to ~helr father as sons . ~he ~ 

were celled here a blessi~r- , s~ecificall y because tr.ey "ould 

brinp. i ncreRse toe man ' s home, but they were nls o reco,nizcd 

as a financial liabil ity . ~or this reason a man was urr ed to 

marry c ff r.i s daurr.ter ns soon a s possible after she reach ed 

pubcrty . ~7 Only in this context can we unde rstand the bleak 

desc r iption or a fema le 's plir ~t: A wo~an is dest itute ; s~e 

comes i nto t his world wit}1 no t hing and nothin~ ls g i ven to 
~R 

her. She is entirel y depe ndent o n other s for suppor t . ·~ 

It is from this vantage point that the ~anna l~ discussed 

whether or not daurhters ~ere a blessing . I n one i ntercr.ange 

R. Shimem b ' Rabbi, disappointed at recently havin~ a daur~ ter, 

was "consoled'' by his father who reminded him that he ' d br ougr.t 

"increase" (r' viah--part of the first commandment in Gen. 1: 28 ) 

to the world. But R. Shimeon wa s not consoled . Sons and 

daughters may both t e necessary for the world to exist , but 

"blessed are they whose ch ildren are sons and woe to them whose 

children are 
~9 

dauchters". 

Rabbi ~eir, t aking the position t hat daughters were not 

a blessing to their father, interpreted "And God blessed Abra

ham in all thinf,S (~a-kol) " Gen. 2h:l ) to mean that God ' s 

blessing was s o ~r eat t hat P.e spared Abraham from having daugh

ters. Eut R. :udah re~ponded tr.at to be blessed with all thinr s 

meant he ill r.ave a dau~~ter. And other s hyperboli~ed that 

Abraham had a daughter whose na me was " Kol". This statement 

read the passage , no t as "And God blessed Abraham in all things", 
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but as "And God ~le s s~d Abrahn~ with (a ~auch P~) Knl ."~O 

When R. -~ohanan insisted that caurh ters ·..-~~P. ,ood hec~usc 

they brought i n~rease (r' via~ ) to t he wor1d , ~es~ Lakish r e 

sponded t ha t they we~e not ~cod , for t~ey brou~~t strif~ 

(merivah) to t he world. 61 R. Hisda sa i d that it mirht be pre-

fera~l e to ~ave a daurhter f irst , because t~ey would hP.lp r ear 

future sons , t:-iey would p r event t h e evil eye of othP.r !"':Others 

(who would be envious o f sons) , and t hey could ".11arry grcnt 

1.2 $Cholars . All of R. Hi sda' s daurhtcrs d!d, accordinG to this 

passa~e, marry ~r eat scholars . h 3 

In order to explain certain legal provisions of the 

Mishnah , :\• ,-ohanan taught in t he name of R. Shimeon bar Yohai 

that while a man preferred his sons over his daughters in 

ma tters of in.~eritance, he pref erred his daurhte~s in matters 

l t . t t hlL d t ld t . d f re a ing o sus enance . A augh er cou no prov1 e o~ 

herself as could a s on, so a father would want to sec to he~ 

basic needs befor e seeing to his sons'. In discussing the 

obligation to ? rovide food for one's c~ildren, R. Mei r ~usti

fied the requirement to feed a son only after one had provided 
,s c; 

for his daughters. ~ Daughters were to be taken care of, ac-

cording to R. Meir, even though they did not l earn Torah . 

Certain dau~~ters ~P.re sinr.led ou t by the rabbis for mer

itorious d~~ds, but from t he context i n which they are dis

cussed, we must conc lude that they ~ere mentioned as exceptions 

to the ~eneral attitude that cauEhters were a burden to their 

fathers and ~ad no i ndependent ~ort h . ?. . j udah b . Zevina 

taught that Amram held t he advic e of his daughter i n great es-

6£.. teem •. And the dau~hters of :elop~e~ad ~ere kno~n as wise , 
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as s killf~l inter;:,rP.t c r s o f : •a:-:.fr: , and as p i ous :vo-ien ~or !-;a.v

ing convinced !•iost>s to allo:-1 them t o i nne r i t t:.e l a nd of thei:

dead father s i ~ce he h ad laft n~ ma l e heir s . 67 Althou,~ the i n

cident ref erred to had occurred in Bibl ical t:.:n~s , i t :,as the 

rabbis who her e ~entioned t~e~ as ~odels of behavior . !nan

other statem~nt of ~xceptinns l b~~avior, not ~o be consia~~~d 

as appl yinp : o all women, dauPhtcrs ~ere said to be more ccn-

. t . th . f · t\.. · 6A scien 1ous .an sons 1n per o rm1n~ 1.i' r..1 t~"Jot . 

The rabbis ' attitude to~ard daurhtcrs wa s even betrayed 

in the ir mps s!an ic vision. I n the future ~crld , " they ~ould 

search f r oM Dan to Beer Sheva and would no t find an i~ncrant 

person, even in Glvatha or in An tiprus. They wnuld not find 

a male infant nor a female infant, a Man nor a wife , ~ho ~as 

• • • " 6Q not ex-pert 1n the laws of pur1 t y end 1;npuri ty • ·,,; i ves , daurh-

ters, ev-en infants--those ·,1ho knew '!'orah l east--would , in t h~ 

mess ianic future, become educated. 
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When the rabbis spoke atout children thP.y addressed them-

selves to parents ~ho compri se , after all, t~e !P.rge part of 

their normal aud ience and who a re t herefore t:1e tarf.et of t.hei!' 

teaching . Since most adults arc usually children end parents 

simultaneou s l y , the rabbis , i n a ddressing them, reveal their 

thinking from botl-i points of ·li e;.1 . ~ha t is, they informed 

parents re~ar din~ the reisinp of their ch ildren, and they in

structed them ~ith re~ard to the treatment of their o~n par

ents. This chapte r and the n ext will show what the rabbis 

had to say to parents a bout raising children. Chapter four 

will discuss the rabbis ' opin ions about the correspondin5 re

sponsibil ities of children toward their parP-nts . 

The "obligations" of parents were those responsibilities 

based on t he ~orah a~d charac terized by specific le; al decisions. 

Their discussion is found concentrated especially in Tractate 

Kldnushin1 but not confined there. The "expectations" of 

parents were t~ose responsibilities related to the feeding , 

clothing and protection of children which had weaker legal 

sanctions behind them, but which were considered moral duties2 

and were enforced, with varying degrees of success, by the ap

plication of social pressure, as will be shown below. Dis

cussion of these expectations are found chiefly in Tractate , 
Ketuboth- , but are also no t confined to j ust this one section 

of the Talmud. 



In add ition t o cis~utsing the bP.hevioral ties t hat hound 

parents to t~eir chil dren , the racb is also r evealed someth ins 

of what parents t ~ought ar.d felt ebout children . ~hese parental 

"attitudes" ernerre alon~ t~e cnt ire ~pectru.'TI of rabbinic lit

erature. ·,•,'r.ere these attitudP.s relate to the parti cular duties 

of parents , t r.ey ~ill te discussec : ~ ~0~~~r.ction with those 

duties. Thes ~ attitudes which no n o t f!.t :.nto this structure 

will be prese'!'lterl i~.mediatel:: f ollo,1ir., . 

A fathe r was r equire d hy l a~ to cir cu~c~sc ~£s son, to 

redeem hiM ( if he was the fi rst to open the womb ), to teach 

him Torah , to ta k P. a wife for h i ~ s nd to teach h im a trade.4 

By fulfilling these obliga tion s a father brought h is son from 

infancy to adulthood. A pass2r.e in P1 ~l--:e ~ S outl incd the 

progress of hU1T1an g rowth and ~ives one possible timetable 

through childhood which represents what the rabbis might have 

considered normal or average pro~ress towards maturity . The 

statement, attributed by the commentary ili Yoseoh to R. Judah 

b. Tema, says that a child learns Torah at five, ~ishna at 

ten, is responsible for the mitzvot at thirteen, marries at 

eighteen, and at twenty engages in "pursuit", which probably 

meant "pu~suit of a livelihood" .
6 

The School of Menasseh taught7 that making arrangements 

for the betrothal of young g irls , for the education of young 

boys, and for teach ing t hem a trade ~as to engage in the af

fairs of heaven and t hus was allowed on the Sabbath when 



35. 

discussions of one ' s pe~=cnal 3ffairs was forbidden . The ob

ligations l isted in :-·:c,~t:-c:t..-:11 ?1) 9. ·,.·ere l'Tlor~ t~an just the "af

fairs of heaven" , they ~ere all a c tivities which linked a son 

to his people and to his past . Porhaps for this reason they 

were considered the ~ost i~portant part of parenthood. 

The only li~itation 1mpos~d by thP. rabbis in carryinb 

out these rcqui ~emPnts for onr ' s son ~as that a father first 

be respo~sihl e for himself. He murt always consider his o~n 

interest first . R ·.-fhil e a fat~er mi ~ht be expected to sacri

fice a certa in amou.11t for the sake o f hi s children, he should 

never do so at the expense of havinr to wor r y nbcut his own 

well- bein~ . One passa ½~ mi~~t be i nterpr eted to mean that it 

were bett e r a g randson be reduced to sellinc NBX t han t~at 

his grandfather suffer on his account. 9 A father's inte r est 

is not seen to b~ limited only to the r.ext eenerat ion, though 

one rabbi saw a father 's love extendin~ only as far as his own 

grandchildren; O 

If a father neclects to carry out a ny of his obligations, 

or if death or distance make it impossible for him t o carry 

out his legal r esponsibilities , it is not the mother, but the 

court which m~st carry them out . The question arises whether 

t he court acted in the public i nterest or in the i nterest or · 

the father. If it acted as tzibbur, then anyone else, includinG 

the child's own relatives, could fulfill the leeal obligations 

toward a child. Since the cour t is specifically designated 

with responsibility here, it seems to be acting as "father" 

rather than as " comMunity" . 7he court is , i n fact, sometimes 
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referred to as !.ti,-;LL-.!:£- m!'.71. " a f a ther or orpt:ans" •
11 

1. Circun~is io~ 

The f irst obl ifation of t h ~ fathe r wi th regard to his son 

was that he have him c i r cumsi zed . ~~is took place on t he e ighth 

day, counti:ir; the day of birth, after the chi ld was born12 

if h . d ,. b ' t,._ 1 3 even t 1s ay Me~e a ~a ~a, . • ~he pr ocedure could be de-

1 d r d · 1 l it · } · h . t 1 . t b aye or me ica_ reasons , in ~ ,~ c . case 1 ccu a no e per-
1 C: 

formed on the Sabbath or f est i va l . ~he rabb is explain why 

circUJTtcision did not take place unt i l the eir.hth day . The day 

of a s on's zir ctunc ision was a day of gr eet .~oy fo r t he commu

nity as well as for the parent s . But, with the birth of a boy , 

a mother was considered ritually impure for one ~eek and was 

thus f or bidden t o have sexual r elat ions ~ith her husband.16 

This condition was seen as makin~ the couple s ad . Was i t fair 

that neiphbors re !oice while the paren ts ~ere gloomy? So cir

cumcision was delayed unt il the eighth day s o that t he parents 

could also participate fully i n the re j oicinp . 17 This statement 

also indicated a desire that the couple resume inter course 

eight days a fter the bir th of a child. 

The operation ~"es perforrr.ed by a spec ial person acting .for 

the father, ca l l ed a ~ ~r.el or a !!!2.·b.!..1!!.•18 JUr i ng the ceremony 19 

the child was placed on a spec ial chair designated as Eli j ah's 

chair because , accordi ng to one ac count , this "Angel of the 

Covenant" fought for the conti nuan ce of the ceremony o.f circUIII• 

cision a t a time w~en the kingdom of Ephraim had g iven it up. 20 

Because the Israelites circumcised themselves before entering 

the land of Canaan, and buried t heir foreskins and bl ood in t he 

dust of t he wilderness ( .Joshua :- : 3 ) the cus tom arose of bury ing 

the foreskin in t he earth . 21 
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Over a t nousand years be~or c t h e r e~c~ r ch of Gr eror 

Mendel on the mecha n i sm or i nheritanr.e the r nb't-i s had a var,ue 

sense of how Geneti~ d i s e As e s we r e passed e n to the next gener• 

ation. I f t wo ch i l dren of t he s a~e mo t her, or on e child of 

each of t wo s ist e '!"s, d i e d a 0 a r e s ul t of c i r ct;.J?:Ci s ion, the next ch i ld 

1 . ~ . t b . . d 22 or t h e ch i d of the t h1r ~ s i s t e r ~us t no e c1 r cu.~c1s e • 

The condj t i on possibl y r efer s t o wha t i s now kno,m os h~mo-

23 phel i a, a d i s ease tran s mit t ed thr ou ~h f emales to ~ales. 

The orir ins of t he ce r emony of c i r cumc ision r. a ve often 

been s ought , but no one theor:, :-:a s beer. u:: :vc!"sa1ly accept ed. 

Morgenstern sUM..,ari zes t he rno~t co~mon ones , st'!"ess i ng tha t 

of Wellhausen and others t ha t the r i te was or irinally done at 

puberty end was a ssoc iated wi th i nit iat ion i nto !flanh ood and 

preparation for marr i a pe . 24 ~or ~enstern t hen ~oes on to dis

prove this t heor y and areues that 

circumc is ion was i n or i~ in a r i te o f removal of t a boo 
thought t o r-est UFon eve r y ne·.-:bor n c::ild dur i nr a t l eas t 
the firs t s even nays a fter bir th , a nd cont inuously t here
after unt il redeP.n P,d . ';'r.e u~de!'.:!.y i J;f" ? r i nc ipl c i n t he 
removal of all taboo wa s t ~at the sac rifice of a na rt of 
the ta booed pe r son or o~ : ect r Pde~m~d t he w~ole. · ey per
formance of t h i s rite ~h e ch i l d was receemed from the 
power of t h~e~ten i n~ e vil s ~ irits . o~ c ~ s c n e evilly dis
posed deity , and thereby er. ter ed upon the se cond period 
or his 2~istence, t ha t of no n-tab oo e d , ordinary, profane 
life. 

Speaking of t he origin of t he rite, Morgenstern sees it, then, 

as primarily t he removal of a taboo, and secondarily as an ih• 

itiation i nto a s oc ial g r oup. 

The rabbis refe r r ed t o the use of candles a s sociated with 

r t f ' . . . 2~ a eas or a s ons c 1r cttr.1c1s1on. This practice could point 

to the supers t i t i ous fe a r of demons •.vh i ch lingered from more 
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a ncient t imes gnd to ~hich M~rcenster n cives not ice. It a l s o 

coul d refer to thA pra c t ice o f ppr fo r ~ir.~ ci rcunci s tons s e 

cretly dur inp- t!'le re if'"n of ::a i r ian 1-h<'n c ircu.":lcisi on wag pro

h i bited~7 . ~ut it could al~n ~ean a g r eat Many o t her t h i n r s 

as well. 

Si nce the da ys of the f jr~t ~xile cir ~u~cis ion 

1 h h . . b l "' • d . 2 13 ma es as een a char acter1st 1c syn o 0 1 vu &1s m. ._!e r emiah, 

who never Mentions the physi~~l a c t of ci r cu~c ision , P,choe s 

(4 : 1.i.) t h e ca l l of ~!os e :; thnt Is rae l '' Ci r cumc : ze t he f o r c-::;v in 

of your heart, and be ~o ~ore sti~fn~ck ed" (10 : l r ) . ;he ~JV 

t r a nslate s " Cut away the th i ckening a bou t your hearts • •• tt 

( c f . Deut . )0 : -' ) . The concept or c ir~UJl'!ci:d.on could have a n 

entirely spiritual mean ing in t he Sibl e . Bu t I did no t f! nd 

the rabbis t o use the ter m this ~ay . hben t h e rabbis d 5s cussed 

it they we r e more i n ter est ed i n l i nking the cer emony ~ith 

the c o~mic ? Os it!on o~ t h e J e w t h a n i n searchin~ f o r the his-

t or ical origins of t he r ite. 
2 q 

It 1,:as told , fo r examr.l e , tha t 

Turnus Rufus , t h e Ro~an ~enc r al, on ce cha llen~cd ~. Akiba on 

the issue of c i r cumcision . ~urnus Rufus asked ~. Akiba wh i c h 

t h ings were nicer, those l"lade by Cod, or those made by hl.l!".an 

beings. Anticipatin~ h is next ques t ion, Aki ba ans~er ed "~~ose 

made by hUJ'!ans ". :-.-ny do you circu.'ncise? a s ked ';'u r nus P.u.: .. us, 

try i ng to get Akiba t c admit e ither t ha t God did no t make ~an 

properly to begin with or that i e ~s wer e tampe r i n~ ~ith tr.e 

way man was mean t t>y God ~o be . A.kiba r esponded with e xatn? l es 

o f the acorn which man make s i n t o c a kes and of cot ton wtic~ 
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man chane es to , a r ments . · n s-1t-: s r' : ~ci . ':'· .. .n•mi~ Ru :'1.1s pr e ssed on : 

Why do you ci rcurr.cise? ·;:n y , if ': r. .:i •. ..,ant s :10u cir c u."'lcised , 

aren't ~ou born that way? To ¼h ich ~. Ak i ba re sponds t hat one 

is born wi th an ~"'lbilicol cor d , yet one ' s mot her cuts that 

when one i s born. And ~e t h en con clud e5 t ha t God r ave I s rael 

the mi t zvot in order t hat she be purified by dcin~ them. Ac• 

cording t o Ak i ta, man no t only has t he ability to make the acorn 

and the cotton plant int o so~e:hinr, bette~, h e also can improve 

his own cond i tion , and this i~ the purpose of circumcision. 

The rabbi s ~ere no t a pG lo~ists fo r circumcis i on , seek i nr. 

j ustifi cation ~or it in reasons or health or ferti l ity , as 
10 

others have done . ✓ ~hey circu~= ised t heir sons because of 

the warninf t :ia t "the uncir cumc i sed rr.ale ·.:ho does not circum

cise t he flesh o f h i s f ores kin••such a person shall be cut off 
Jl 

from his kin; h e has broken r-:y coven an t ". Apparen tly, circ.um-

cision ~as so cent ral to t heir exi s t ence and sense of identi t y 

t hat they felt no need t o explain it . 

2 . Redernpt ton 
)2 

Morgenstern has claimed that Genes is 22 and other histor• 

i cal and ceremonial evidence s how that s acrifice of the first

born " was regularl~ practised in the worship of Yahweh as l a t e 

as the middle of t he ninth c entury E. c." in the Northern King• 

dom. He suggests t hat this practice evolved to a sacrifice of 

a part of t h e reproductive member (wi th the part redeeming· the 

whole) and also to t he practice , r eferr ed to in NUMbers l ~: 15ff, . 

where five shekels were ~iven t o t he pries t in e~change for 

the life of the "fi:-st born" of man (13 :1·-:: )". Morgenstern is 



vague on ~ust h~w and i~ :·hnt order these other cer emonies 

substituted ~or chil d-sa r. r~fice, so h is re~onstruction is open 

to s erious question. 

As with circun~isior. , the rn~bis ~ere not interested in 

the orieins o f the ~ustom nf rede~ning the first to open its 

mother' s ~o~o . 33 No~, i n fact, d~d my sample of texts show then 

to be very interested i n the actual carryinr nut of the ceremony . 

Nevertheless , all first-born s0ns ~ere rede emed on the thir

tieth ' day after birth u~lcss thel r father or mother were de

scended from the ~ohens or Levit~s , o r unleg s they were born 

by caesarian section or its birth succeeded a miscarriage . A 

child elig ible to be redeemed had to ce redeemed, even if it 

was not circumcised . Ir h is fa ther did no t redeem him by t r.e 

age of ma] ority , he had to r edeem h i~sel r . 34 The matter of de

termining the first to open the womb was not determined for 

redemption in the same way it ~as for ~urposcs of inher itanc e . 

If a man had five first-born sons by five different wives, 

he had to r edeem all of t hem. 35 

Since t~e masculine lan~~arre of Numbers l ; :l~ could be 

i nterp r eted to refer generally to all first - born children, the 

rabbis do ask at one point why it is that daughter s are not 

also redeened if they a re t he first to open the ~omb . ~he an

swer was found in Psalm 127:3 

Lo, s ons (lit: " children") are a heritage of 

rRl r~E~t of the ~omb is a reward 

Only sons are n heritage of God , only sons incorporate t he glory 

of God, and so only sons need be redee~ect . 3~ The Torah made 



of the c onc ep~ nf rPde~rtio~ closely ticd to th~ G~P~ ~i o~ c ~ 

fully in C!:ap::c:-- ·: . 

-Q 
vidP for his snns anrl daur~ters w~ilc t~r1 a r e yc~~ • • j - :ne 

, n 
morel ohli~at:on upon the ~a~~Pr. ~u: thoueh not ~al~~~ :c 

(and t ~us no t actionn ble in c ourt) , it was sta ted jn such a 

way in t he a~~~da as tc t~ stronR, inpcrativc . 

~-/hat the cou~t could not enforce witr. S8~c tions . .. .. 
1 ... :i 1.. -

tempted to rerulate with other pressures . :~en people ca~e t c 

R. ~isda ltO :-,e · . .:culd tell t ::c:-i to "!9.ke a platforn and s~rres t 

pubicly t:-,at even a raven cares !'or its youne;--tu t " :hat rr,ar. 

d t " · · h . 1 d '' Ji l F b"' · b t ' oes no care .o~ ~:s: .l - ~ en . u i 1c P.~ a r ra ssmen ana 

s ocial prAs~ure were t ools t~at ~h P. cormunity ould use e f f e c 

t ivel y to exert its min i~al star.da~ds . 

R. Me ir teur~t t hat it ~as a ~oral d1ty to f e ed one ' s 

da ughters( ~ho ~a d no other way of providinc for t~c~selves ) , 

and thus !co· . .; much the nore mus t o:it"! p r ev ide f-::, r o~e ' s son~ who 

study To rah . ~ . ;uda~ taurht ~ron t h e opoosite 10~1 ~. Cne 

should feed one's sor;s (w~o ~tudy ~o~a~) has t h P r,ive.n . 
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Thus , how much the mo re o~e should feed cne's daupnters, to 

• . 1,? 
prevent t he: r de-radA t 1cn. 

The court wa s freflr to dno l ~ith a wealt~y man because 

h . h·1 · l!j turned over to i s c 1 aren . 

forced R. Nathan h . Arl!'1i , \,r.o wgs aµparen:-1;; a i-ea1thy '.fla n , 

to pive four ~undred zuz t o ~he implication i s that 

if a man of Means could be forced t o five to others , he,w rnuct: 

more could h e be forced to prov~ee f o r nis own children. :n 

fact , t~e rabtis a t Yavne~ {some say ~ . ~lieze~ ) tau,~t t hat 

Psalm 106:3 , " Ea ppy are t hey ~ho keep j us tice , that de rirht 

eousness at all ti~e s" , r ~ferred to those w~o ~aintained their 

sons and daup-hters. lLS Since t hP.y ~er e not rPo~i '!"'e<i to maintain 

them, thei~ providinp. for t hem was considered t ~e giving of 

charity. 

There was at least one time when t h e court was at a l oss 

for such subtle means ~f coercion. Once ~Br ~kba was called 

before the co~rt of R. J oryanan for ne~lectinp his children . 

When questioned about the matte~, Ma r ~kba responded "~.n ere is 

it taught ~hat I am required to feed them}?" R. J o~anan kne~ 

he had no answer. He ~erely boomed, " Ukba the ~icked , support 

your children!" h6 

The text does rtot s ay whether or not~. Johanan•s p ressure 

tactic succeeded. 5ut ther~ were occasions when the court 

was at a loss to enforce i~s will . 1· nce it ~as asked : If a 

father ~e~uses to rulfill any or' hi s obligat ions to his s on , 

shall t ~e J ewish court, wnere it has author i ty , compel hi~ to do 

so? 
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The answer was given in the following case: hThe son of Terumah 

ca.me 't'o R. Am.mi and begged him to persuade his father to make 

it'possible for him to become betrothed. The father refused 

but rib penalty was inflicted upon him .. Hence it is not in 

the province of an earthly court to e'nfdr-ce the3 parental ob
ligations rrient'iohed",. 47 . Here etren the 4ala~~h has less imrn~-

diate force than law enforced by a human court. 

There are two examples where the·support of children· 

bore indirectly oh other issues,. In one instance, a butcher 

had h.is license.withdrawn for not complying with the direct

ive 6f Raba b,. Hfnene.; Normally, 'the matte-r would have ended 

there, but in .th'is case Mar Zutra and R .. Ashi took ft· upon 

themselves to call' on Ra.ba b .. Hinena · ·and ask him to reopen the 

case because the butcher had small children who were dependent 

on him., But while the existence of children caused the desire 

for closer exa.mihation·or the case9 they did not present any 

reason for kar zutra o~·R~ A~hi tb requ~st an ~xception be 

made ih enfdrcing the·law .. 48 

In the second .case, R. Hiyya was tormented by a wife 

who, though he brought·her gifts whenver possible, de.used him 

such problenis that Rab'was to take notice .. But R .. Hiyya would 

not accept Rab's sympathy.. t,ft. is enough", he said, "that 

they rear up OU!' ·,children and deliver us frbm sin"~49 !n this 

possibly/exaggerated J)icture the :rearing of children is given as 

one reason a man 'remai:t'ls with a·· wif~ with wh6m · he finds no peace .. 



One role that was given alfflolt entirely over to the 

llOther was t h& t or nursing the infant. I say "almost entirely" 

because there was &n alleged ease where a .oman died while 

her child was nurs in~. ~!er husband• s breasts miraculously 

grew to the point ~here he was able to nurse t he child him• 

aelr.50 Mordecai was al so said by~. Judan to have nursed 

Eather.51 

A IIIOther :.ras expected to nurse her child until weaned,52 

uaually between e ishteen months53 and two years.54 She was 

Yiewed as o~ing this to her husband, rat~er than to her child.55 

A ROther could not nurse more than one child at a t1Me56 and 

had to be very eare!ul about :.rhat she ate while nursing, tor 

certain roods were aeen to have an adverse errect on her milk.57 

A nur■e was i-equiNd to eat a lot whlle nuraint, even tr her 

aalary weN sma11.58 So clo■e did nursing bring mother and 

child that~. Ashl claimed a blind child could distinguish 

lt■ own mother from othera b7 the ta■te and ■mell or her mllk.59 

la important and common a■ nursing wa■ to the 1110ther•• 

role, a voNn was, neverthel•••• torbldden to brea■tteed her 
I) 

children publicly. According to ft. Meir, an7one who 414 ■o 

wa■ worth or being dlvorced.61 

NJ re■earch did not tlnd the rabbi■ di■ou■■lng the 

110ther•• role in childralalng atter a child val weaned. lor 

dld they ■peak or the rather•• role beyond the legal obllga• 

tiona basic to a child's existence. They lett a good deal to 

the parents and thei~ indiv idual lire style. 



We ha•• seen th~t, however weak the ler.al sanction• were, 

vlth regard to the maintenance or children, the rabble ■ought 

to enforce paternal responsibility. Thia waa a function or 

the agcada. ~he rabbis taught that, though the child la tor111ed 

vlthin ita MOther, it waa the rather who was responsible tor 

the way it developed. An interesting atatefflent linked a 

rather•• reaponalbilitiea tor hia son to the qualities ot lite 

he beatowed upon him. A rather was said to transmit tive 

thinga to his sons beauty, stren~th, wealth, wlsdon and length 

ot daya.62 I think it legitimate to read this as a list or 

degree•••where each ~uality mentioned la a degree or that par

ticular characteristic. So, ror example, "beauty• really means 

•degree ot beauty•. Becau■e a rather 1• i-e■pon■ ible tor the 

de~ree or his eon•• endowment ln theae ti•• areaa, he wa■ aald 

to be bound to provide hia ■on with tive things neceaaai-y to 

■u"ivala tood, drink, clothe■, ■hoe■ and direction <m•heeg).63 

It 1• ■1gniticant that each ot the•• paternal obligation■ ia 

lleted in the lllEl'.1! verb ror111. The rather va• 1110re than juat 

.. ■ponalble tor theae neceaalt1••• he va■ to do thelll hlM■elt. 

Where one aggadiat tantaaized a rather growing brea■t• to teed 

bl■ othei-wiae helpleaa child, it 11 not lnco111l■tent that•• 

other would view the role or the rather ln pNYldlng tor hla 

•••• n•eda aa being an active one. A'hen the older Sbann■l

retuaed to help in the reeding or hi• lntant on the Sabbath• 

the Nbbi1 decreed that he must do 10, and vlth both huula.flk 



hen the Sabbath was no excuse to n~~lcc t an import ant obll~o

tion which, at tlMcs, rell equally upon both mother and rnther. 

The kind or "direction" a rather owes his son will he dis• 

cussed below; It is worth noting her~, however, that t h is 

atater.aent understands the r.ducation a fethP-r wns "Xf'l"C ted t.o 
6 ,· provide his son as includtn~ ~ore than jus t Toroh. ) 

I have already shown, however. that t hi~ vie~ of n rnther 

actively feedinR and cloth ing his children made up only ha l f 

the picture drawn by t he J""abb is. They al:w p a ve a n cxarr,ple or 

a rather who ~ade himself "as black as a r a ven" bJ nepl ~c t i nr, 

his children for the sake or building "nounds or exposi t ions 

on every elngle stroke (or the letters of t he Torah"). Al 

though this picture shows the •~e ravated mother, 1n th is case 

the wife or ~.Adda b. ?·~attenah, to be onP. who expP.cted h~r 

husband to provide for the ehildren, it nevert'heles s witl':hcld 

conderination or his aetin~ "cruel" ror the sake or ~orah . 

Though~. Adda had placed ~orah as a hieher priority t r.an 

caring for ~is children, he s~e~s to be act i ng within, at the 

111t1it or, the range or behavior accepted by his comr1unit:,. 

In another example, R. Haq b. Bisa es caped the dut i es 

ot family in an easier way. He simply went away to study for 

twelve years. Anen he returned, h!s own son, R. Oshaiyan, had 

become a great scholar as ~ell ••without, ap~arentlj any help 

trom his father.
67 

I n this example, t he rather•• ne~leet of 

fa!llily tor tr.e 2ake of study ~•s presented !n a ■tyle more 

ehaneteristically ~os i t ive toward one .no sacrifices all ~l•e 

tor the sake of the Torah. 7he rabbis present the exa.Mple of 



R. Rama as one worthy or emulat : on. Here the:re 1• a sense 

that children will grow up well, wi t hou t tho help or a rather 

lt the latter is engaged ln Torah study. 

While so~e rath~rs did not accept the responsibility tor 

the raising or their children, others accepted it with regard 

•••n to their grandchildren. '!'he example is given or R.Aha b. 

Jacob who raised R. Jacob, the son ot his own daughter. ~8 Ro 

Mntion is made in this mldrash or the boy's rather. It waa 

perhaps not unusual tor a grandfather to rat9e his grandson 

in caaes where the boy's own rather di ed or divorced his ~ire. 

There were, a1 well, times when• mother died and the 

father was lett with the children to raise. So important were 

their needs that one rabbi, ottering Abraham aa a ~odel, taught 

that a run who became a widower should not reNrry himself 

until all hil children weN MP!'ied.69 

R. Judah taught that ahopkeeper• ahould not give children 

pN■ent1 or popcom and nut■ becauae they might thua be enticed 

to Ntum to the ■tore IION trequently.70 apparently giving thea 

an untair advantage OTer their cOlllpetlton. '!'hl1 1uggeata 

that a rather would give hi■ children ■OM aort ot allowance, 

or perhapa Ju1t trusted him to do tally ahopplng. 

Th• one realm ln which a rather waa NqUlred by law to 

pPOYlde tor his children was in the participation ot re11gloaa 

holiday,. -rhe Torah en joined1 •You 1hall rejoice ln your tea• 

t1•al, vlth your son and daughter •• •• n vbloh the rabbi■ N

peated. 



Row vaa thia to be done! they asked. with vine.73 But R. Ju• 

data diatlngui■hed between what was appropriate tor ■en and tor 

VOMn. Wln• va■ titting tor men, but vo■en rejoiced in ate■• 

llwal through t he wearing ot special clothing. In Babylonia. 

taught R. Joaeph, woMen wore colorrul gafflenta. In the land 

of larael they vore ironed r.arir.enta or linen.74 

Though the rabbis taught that everyone vaa required to 

drink tour cup■ or vine on Passover. R. Judah did not think 

vine va1 good tor children and he gave them parched corn and 

nuta ln1tead. ao they would not tall a■leep and Ml■• out on 

aaking (the queitlona).75 R. Akiwa alao gave out parched corn 

and nut■ to the children on the eve or Pa1aover 10 they would 

.... 1n awake to aak the queitlona.76 R. Dieaar ottered ■till 
another way or keeping the children awake dUJ"ing the 1eder. 

Be dlatrlbuted Mt&ah to thea.77 In thla 1a111e contest it waa 

aald or R. Aklva that he never aald in th• Hou•• or Study 

•'!'be tl• ha• COM to riae• (conclude atudying). except on 

thee•• or Pa11over and on the••• or To• Klppur. He did thl1 

• the eve ot Paa,ower ln order to get hOll8 eaPlJ enough to 

conduct a aeder before the chlldNn tell a1leep. And he did 

it on Yoa Kippar ln order to get hoM earlJ •IIOUllh to feed bla 

ohl14Pen.78 Rava 1aid that a Sukkah ■hould not N •de llllproperlJ 

blgb. Bl1 rea■on la obacure, but hia ■tat•■at obaNoterlaed 

obl14Nn •• being irreaponilble.79 

tile final vay ln which a father pro•lded tor bla ohll ..... 

•• lhrough the mechanism ot lnherltance. The Nla11Da80 11••• 

a tormula for a will, "Pro• thl■ daJ and attar IIJ dNUI • • •• 
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which R. Judah required, but which R. Jose did not require tor 

the vlll to stand. 

Should ■ aon die before his rather, then the rather in• 

herlt1 the son•s estate, even when the son had children or his 

ovn.81 When a man di es, inheritance la detemined by the degree 

ot klnahlp with the deceased. The first priority or lnheri• 

tance vent to the dead person's children and their descendents. 

The 1econd priority went to the deceased'• father and his de• 

■cendenta t · •he end or the line. The schedule of priority 

then continued in aacending order "that t he estate may ulti• 

-tely tlnd its way to Reuben•, Jacob'• eldest ion.82 The gen• 

eral principle, therefore, la that the lineal descendent■ or 

anyone with a priority to auoceaaion take precedence over 

an7one el■e.83 

A •n could di■trlbute hl■ wealth any way he liked in 

bl• lltetlMe and lt ■tood. But once dead, he loat control 

ner tt. It vaa gl•en to hl• hel~• a■ the law atipulated.84 

It• 111an left a great deal, hl■ daughte111·recelved enough trom 

•he inheritance to support themael•••• and the ■on■ recel•ed 

tbe N■t. It the inberitance were ••11, the claughten ■till 

reoel•ed nalntenance, e•en though lt neant th• ■ona ■lght ha•• 
to go begging.85 Admon prote1ted that in ■uoh • oa■• he would 

■utter on account ot being •1•• and Rabban G-■11•1 agreed 

that thl• would not be talr~6 a. Johanan ■ald in the - ot • 
1. Shl■eon b. Yobai that God ■well■ vlth anger agaln■t a penon 

• 
vho ctoe■ not lea•e a male helr.87 The IINrt conclude■ that N• 

prdlng •lntenance, a daughter la pretel'Nd1 regarding lnberl• 

uaee, a 10n 11 preterred.88 
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One Tanna was quoted in the cennra as considering the 

daughters or Zelophe~ad to be especially praiseworthy tor the 

role they played in establishing the permissibility or a 

daughter inheritln, her father's estate in the case where 

theN vere no Male heirs.89 Their rather, ~epher, or the 

tribe or Menaaseh, died in the wilderness without leavlne 

aftJ ■ona to inherit his prope~ty (Num. 26:)), 2711). His 

r!Ye daughters requested that Moses recognize them aa his le~ 

giti111ate heirs and grant them their father's inheritance or 

land. Moses consulted with God who saw their plea waa just. 

Pl"OII thi■ ca•• the general principle was established that it 

there ar-e no 111ale helre, then a dauehter inherit• rrom her 

rather before passing to the next priority (the rather•• 

brother•>• The daughtei-a or Zelophehad accepted one condition 
• 

or thia Judgr11ent1 they agreed to MITJ their own kinsmen so 

that their rather•• land would not pa11 out or hi• tribe. 

(lua. )611•12) • 

In 4laeuaaing another conntct which might arise over a 

11a11•• inheritance, the rabble judged that lt the rl"Ult attached 

to tbe land lett to a ■on vaa 4taputed, one ahollld a11\Uft8 tbat 

a rather la favorably dlspo■ed toval'cl hi■ aon ner othera.90 

Rove•er, thta vaa not alway• a rather•• true 41apo■lt1on. 

Slaewhere it vaa taught that it a rather vllled hie propertJ 

to othei-a, though he had aona, then vhat he 414 •• done, 

that 11, it waa held to be legal, but nch a penon vaa not 

aeen to haYe done a Yer'J good thing.91 Re Shllleon be Oalllllel, 



bovewer. said t hat it was good t o do this in eases, where the 

aona didn't deset-Ve to inherit. because it served as a warning 

to other wicked ehildren.92 

Once a man made out a will ~hieh apeeiried. says a midrash, 

that hla son would inherit nothing or his at all until he 

aoted llke a rool. R. Jose b. Judah and Rabbi went to R. Joshua 

b. Karha to obtain an opinion about this provision or the ville . 
When they round him in the tield, they ■aw that he was crawling 

on hla hands and knees. that a reed was sticking out or his 

IIOUth. and that he was being pulled along by hi■ son. Seeing 

thla they withdrew and went to valt tor hla at his houae. 

When they asked hla about the pJ10vlaion in the vlll he began 

to laugh and said to thelft• •A• you live. this busin••• you ask 

about applied to me just nov •• ve11•. He continued• •wtien a 

11a11 live■ to have children. he acta like a tool (ln playing 

al'Ound with theMw).93 

4. Ipptruction 

TIie rabbis• diacusslon or a rather•• obligation to in• 

atNct hi• aon doMinatea all other 1tate111enta pertaining to 

parental reaponalblliti••• Becau■e ot the c•tralltJ and aag

nltllde ot thia •terial• Chapter III vlll be gl•• ewer entlNlJ 

to lt■ deacription. 

5. ltrtJ•s• 
Tba Ralakha require• that a •n take a vlte . tor bll •••' 

The rabble• primaz-y inquiry. theretore.va■ vbethe• be•• al■o 
bound by lav to 111&"7 hls daughter.95 The anavep •• that be 

eboald glve her a doVPJ. clothing and •adornaent■• 10 that Mn 

vlll be attracted to (llt. •spring upon•) her.96 The large body 



ot legal dlacuss i on regarding betrothal bee ina with the opening 
07 •lahna ot Tractate Ktddushtn, · but it occupi ed rtn1ch or the 

rabbl'• attention and occurs in many other contexts as well. 

'!'hough a rather waa legally bound to rtnd • wire for his 

■on, it ls posaihle that the court was Wlable to enforce t he 

obllgatlon.q~ 

The purpose or marriage was twofold, procreation and com• 

pentonshlp.qq R. Huna added to t h is the purpose or keepin~ a 

Mn tl"Om engaging in sin.100 SarmJel said to~. Nahman tha t even • 

it a •n had several ch ildren l t was t orb!dden tha t hr. be with• 

out a vlte because "It 11 not good tor Nft to live alone" 

(Oen. 211 8).101 However, it a man had already rulttlled the 

c.,_.ndment or procreation, he was pe!"l'litted to marry a woman 

who va1 unable to bear chlldren.10~ 

The court met on the ■econd and tltth day or the week. It 

vaa pNferred that a wlrgln 111arry on the day precedln~ a court 

••••lon in order that any que■tton •• to her Yirglnlty might be 

brought before the court illll'lediately on the tollovlng mom!ng.tO) 
■• Judah asked in the naM or Samael vhy virgins were only Mr-

rled on the fourth day (when, according to the conalderatlon■ 

jut Mntloned, she might ju■t a■ vell be "'8M-led on the first 

daJ or the week). Th• anonJIIIOUSlJ•glYen an■ver ■tate■ that the 

■age• vere anxious about the marriages or Jewlah daughter■• The7 

expected that three rull day1 or prepal"atlon go into the wedding 

teaat.104 

The rabbi1 were concemed with the tsau ot vhen a peraon 

ahould fflarry. R. Judah ■aid ln the nar,ae or R••• though ■ollNt 

aaJ R. Eleazar, that a 111an vaa forbidden to 111&"'7 hl• daughter 

1'b11e ■he was a minor. 



SJ. 

She ahow.d. aeeord i n~ t o t his opinion, be old enouvh to ape• 

oltJ that she wanta t o become betrothed to a specific man.105 

A daughter's protest against a betrothal contracted while she 

•• a minor was called mi-un. R. Judah held such protest valid --
••en at'ter such a girl had been carried on t t:e ri111rriage seat 

ln the wedding procession ond had lert her rather•s house and 
106 

gone to the house or her •husband•. According t o R. Judah. 

then. a woman whose betrothal was contracted ~hlle ahe was a 

alnor could, at any time, dis■olYe t he subsequent 111arriage 

through J:!1•»!!• 
Th• generally accepted principle. though exception• will 

be noted, vaa that a rather ahould aee to the betrothal ot' hi■ 

daughter as soon aa po■aible at'ter ahe reached puberty.107 In 

one eul'IJ)le. a rather was urged to train his children pr<>per11108 

and then 111arry thea when they reach puberty and that in doing 

t.hle he will know peace in hi• hoae.1°' The tninlngreterred 

to here 11111at be that vhlch took place betore the age ot tvelYe 

or th!Pieen. though it 1• not eaplalned whether thia retera to 

general diacipllne or to the apeolt'lc lava either or tully 

puplt7 or aome other area. Peace here la aaaoal■ted vlth the 

proper training ri-o111 the rather that precede• (aucoeaatul) 

•rrled lite or hl• children. Until age tvel•• betrothal N• 

qaired a daughter•• agree•nt. Pl'Olll tvel•• to 12~ vae the 

proper time ror • rather to arrange tor her betrothal. Att•• 

that ab• could teehnlcally act aa her own agent. 

Th• appropriate t i me tor a man to be •rrled waa aometlMa 

gl••n in relati•e• rather than in abaolute te .... One lere&&e 
taught that it a man waa bound allllllltaneoual7 to atudy Torah 



and to get married, he should ri r s t study and then nai-ry.110 

But R. Judah said in t he naffle of Samael that the halakha was 

Jut th• N•erse, that one should rtr■t ~•rry and then study 

Torah. But R. Johanan said that a Nrri ed man studies with a 

alllatone around his neck. The response to thi■ was that R. 

Jadah and R. Johanan were both right. For some MM"iage wa■ 

a hindrance to study and to others it was an aid.111 

One hyperbolic ftidpsh su~..ge■ta either that marriage at 

puberty waa an ideal vhich contemporary Israel tell ahort or, 

or that 1uch Nrriaee• Nally did occur in an earlier day. 

low did Iarael use to be tertile and increase! a1ked the author 

ot a aidrash. And he anaveNd, A NII would marry hl1 10n ott 

when he va1 twelve year• old to a VOMn capable or bearing 

ehlldren. Then he would retum and •rr, ott hi1 grand■on 

when the latter wa■ tvelYe. By the tl111e the author•• 10n had 

reached the age ot twenty•elx he would ha•• 1een hl• children 

haYe children, theNby tultllling the hundred and tventy•eighth 

Paalas •When your children haYe children there vlll be peaee 

upon Iarae1• (v . 6).112 

I. Blada attributed hi■ auperlorlty to hl• colleagues to 

the tact that he fflarried at the a~e or 1txteen. Rad he ~ar

rled at tourteen he could haYe challenged Satan.11 3 The lm

pllcation· was that the earlier one 111arrled, the IIION tl~e •• 

had to atudy and the l••• chance there va■ or becOffllng the •lo• 

till or Satan. This wa■ either an idealization or hyperbol e. 

That Hilda fflarried at sixteen and wa■ superior to hla colleague■ 

auggeata that t hey 111arried even later. Raba aald to 1. lathan b. 

Allllll that a 111an should mai-ry his son •while your hand la yet 



114 
upon your son•e neek", that is, between the are or sixteen 

115 Others sa i d between e i~~teen and twenty-tour. 

Another statement sut?.estint thAt children were not ac• 

tually Marri ed at the " tdPal" age or puberty came fro~ Raba, 

who taur,ht in the name of ~. Ishmael that God alts and watches 

man tor t~enty y~ara, waitinr for him to marry. When twenty 

yeaz-a pass and he has not found a wire, God aald about him 

•a1aated be his bones". 116 

My sample or citations shows the rabbis to be more con

cerned about the question or when a person should mar~y than 

they are about how the mechanisffl ot contracting a marriage 

took place. For a daughter, the important matter was the 1ize 

ot the dowry her rather ,ave her. R. AM-"li aald that a father 

ahould not b~ ~iaerly towards hie dauy.hter.117 It a rather•s 

generosity tnrluenced the detemination or a daughter's 

1pou1e, so ~la authority could lntluence whom hi• sons married. 

A ca1e la given where the Hleh Priest Joshua wa• saved from 

lebuchadnezzar•s turnace through hi1 merit, though his garments 

were 1inged. '-lhy eYen this (minor) puniahMntT a■ked the 

rabbl1. R. Papa ■aid that •hi• ■on■ MM"ied voaen vho were not 

tlttlng tor the prleathood and he didn't prote■t.118 Though 

I tound no example or a rather•s influence pNYent1ng a •Pl'lage 

he thought unworthy or his son, this exa~ple ■ugge■ta that R. 

Papa expected such authority to be exerted where nece■s•PJ• 

Since the rather nomally arran~ed ror his ■on•• •rr1ag•• thl■ 

authority was taken ror granted. 

once a daughter was married, her rather•■ attectlon wa■ , 



at tlmee, aeen as be i n~ trans ferred t o r. is dauphter!•ln•law. 

It, howewer, his daue~te r s were unmarried and lived in hla 

bo~e with his sons and thei r . 1ves, t he un~~rried daubhters 

1hould take precedence i n receiving their ~ather•s Atfection.119 

When R. Gamltel's daughter was t o be married she asked h~r 

rather to pray tor her. His prayer was "May you never return 

here•. :vh.en h is daughter protested that that was no blessing , 

but was rather a curse, he reeponded t hat what he meant was 

that she live at peace 1n her home. Later she had a son and 

a■ked her r ather t o pray ror her again. This ti~e he said 

•May •woe• never leave your mouth." Again she protested. 

"rhl■ blesainr-:ne explained,"meant ~•1 you never aay ••oe that 

ay aon has not eaten; woe that my son haa nothing to drinks 

voe that my son has not gone to syna~ogue•: 120 This wae a 

rather•• blessing to hia daughters not that she have happi• 

ne11, but t hat she llve in peace wlth her huaband, that she 

be able to provide tor her children, and that her ■on■ be ob• 

1e"ant Jew■• 

Th• pggada also take■ note or ca••• where a marriage 11 

ended because or the death or a apou••• I ha•• already dll• 

eu■■ed the case where a wo~•n dies leawlng a 111an vlth chl14Nn.111 

When a husband died leaving a wlte behi nd, or when a vlte va1 

dl•o~ed by her husband, she was called an •orphan in her 
. 122 · . 

rather•• lifetime". Her rather wa1 not responalble tor her 

and ■he waa left to survive on her own.123 '!'hl1 •• vhJ 1ettle• 

Mnt or the Marriage contract waa so iMportant and took pNae• 

dence o•er distribution or the rather•• e1tate. 



'• T1•ching £ cart 
SOM rabble tau«h .. that it was very ifflJ)ortant ror a 

ta•h•r to teach hla eon a trade. They taught this t~f'OUl'h ~he 

••re• in Eccle■ laatea, "See to a livelihood with the wire whom 

thou love■t.•124 It wire vaa meant litenll~. ■aid t~t• rabbi, 

Ulen the duty tn teach one•• son• trade 1• ~qual to that or 

tllMltng hl~ a vlte. But lr vlte la a ffletaphor tor Torah, then 

the pa■■age •eant that as he ls bound to teach him Torah, so 

he la bound to teach him a erart.12
: 

But tr the rabbis' concern tor the teaching or a trade 

la to be aeaaured by the relative number or statements made 

OD the ■ubject, then ve tlnd lt to be quite secondary to their 

ooncem tor both 111a1-rlage and atudying Torah. There la an ex

ohange between Rab and hla 10n Albu, where the latter did not 

noceed in learning Torah, ao hl1 rather taught him •worldly 

vladoa• ln■tead. Hl1 adwlce dealth •••entlally with how and 

llben to 1ell hi• varea.126 It 11 1lgnltlcant that the te~ehlng 

ot a trade here la linked vlth the lnablllty to learn Torah. 

Thla put■ it on a aecondary priority compared to Torah. But 

alao lt lntol"IU ua that a rather va1 expected to teach hla 10n 

what vaa neces1ary tor the 10n to ■ul'Yl•• ln the world. The 

atudy ot Torah brought knowledge vhlch va• the ba•l• or author

ltJ ln the rabbinic world, Lacking that, a - could achl••• 

a place in aociety through conaerclal enterprl••• 

Vhll• Rab 1aw the teaching or bualn••• to be u endeawor 

llbloh vould tollov the failure to teach Torah, R. Judah aav 
127 

tbe teaching or how to earn on••• liwelihood aa aoaethlng 



all aon1 need from their r s thers. R. Judah taught that tone• 

glect the teaching or a crart to one's eon was to teach him 

l'Obb•l'J•128 Since he would have no way to earn an honest llv• 

lng. he would have to steal in order to eat. 

It wa• Ncorded in this d!seussion that other unnamed 

aagea alao taught that a rather should teach his son how to 

iwla.129 Though thla was not established•• a legal i-esponsi• 

blllty or• rather, th11 opinion gains a measure or importance 

bJ ita wery position at the end or the 11st or paternal obli• 

gationa. Swimming la a akill which could help to aawe the 

llte or 10111eone who 11 otten at•••• Thia opinion, ir taken 

1n a more general ■en••• 1uggeata that a rather ahould teach 

hla eon whatever might be nec••••l'J tor hia ■urYlval in the 

world he wlll grow up in. In chapter thNe I shall examine 

IION t\ally what kind ot education the Nbbla thought. child 

ahould have. 

I. Attitudes 

It the tlrst hope or a pai-ent waa to ha•• children, the 

aecond wa1 that their childnn grow up to be jut llke thea.13° 

& rather, tor eumple, waa aald to tranamlt hl• look•• atrength. 

wealth, knowledge and longewlty to hl• aon.131 That• ohlld 

c- to elfflllate lt1 parent■ was uaed to encourage moral con• 

dact. R. Aba aald in the name or R. OahalJah that a aan abola14 

not •••n look at women when they are con■ldered rlt•11J 111-

Pl&N becauae or menatruatlon.133 A daughter could elllllate her 

•ther aa could a son his rather. "Llke aothe•• llke daugbte..-. 

vent a COIIIIIOII ■aylng, 1 34 and a 110ther•• own behaYlor waa not 

pNYen to be 1.-oral, ·at lea■t by one rabbi• until lt va• N• 

neoted ln the behavior or her daughter.135 



1. Judah b. Levi said that all who regularly glve charity 

vlll have children who are w11e, wealthy and master, or 

w,da.136 Wealth and vlado• were the greateat ble11lng R. Judah 

vl■hed upon children ot the righteous. He did not mention 

wealth. AccoNl1ng to Schechter, a special naM was given to 

the general oater.or, or childhood 111neaaes which coMmonly 

UINatened a child'• lites lll,•!J! £!.!~ ~-ll!.!!!! ("the pain 

of bringing up chlldren").137 Though thia suggests that child• 

bood dl1ease vaa a great problem, the deaire tor good health 

•• absent troa my saMple or aggadlc statements concerning 

oblldNn. There are ••••z-al lnatance1 where a rabbi'• advice 

lo hla aon val recorded ln the Talmud. In one Interesting 

eU11ple, Rav vamed hla aon, R. ,1na, agalnat dolnr, things 

mlob all••• to be phyaloall1 atrenuoua and ■ight injure his 

bealth, auch aa leaping ln great Ju.pa or having• tooth ex• 

tNotod.138 

TlleN waa no end to the 8110ooaa a rather would v11h upon 

bla ion, eapeolallJ ln that ••t l111p0rtant reala, tho ■tudy 

of Torah. R. Jo■• b. Honl 1ald that a 11U1 oould enyY anyone 

euept hla 10n (or hla atudont).139 llat wbather a•• aur

pa11od, or 111erol1111et, tho learning or hl1 father, lt •• ■Olle• 

tS..1 .00111lclerod necea1ar, that hla achle._t progre11 at a 

eoolallJ acceptable pace. To be alnglod out•• an eaoeptlon 

•laked attracting tho "••11 •1••-•a cunlng glanoe llbloh •• 

tbe product ot other•• enyY.
140 

An euaple va• gl•en of Rabban 

lhlMon b. GUlllel ancl R. Jo1hua b. lta~ah vho aat on benobe■ 

at the Sanhedrin while their 1on1, R. Kleaaar and Rabbl, vho 



OOlllld contribute to the legal discussions, sat on the ground. 

Wilen 101None •~gested that the son■ be pror110ted to be 1eated 

vlth their rathers, Rabban Shlmeon b. Guillel prote1ted, ex• 

olalllling that hie son would be lost to him (becau■e or the ewll 

e,e) lt th11 were done.141 This attitude contraata with the 

aagge1tlon, not otten made, that a ■on could newer becoae~the 

..-1 ot hla rather. Thanks to the patronage or Rabbl, hl• 

tether•• and colleague, R. Jose b. R. Eleazar b. I■al b. 

Latonia became a great 1cholar a■ great ln leaJ'fting a■ hia 

father. But when he died, he wa■ carried to hi■ rather••••• 

palohre whloh vaa 8UIT01lftded b7 a ■Mk• which would not uncoil 

and allow the 10n to enter and Join hl1 rather. When the people 

tbollght that thl■ meant the aon to be l••• than bl■ rather•• 

equal 1n learning, a al~ preclalaed that it va■n•t tor 

laok ot leaJ'ftlng that the aon could not enter unto hla rather, 

INt that the eon had not experienced the••• kind ot ■uttering 

la bl■ litetiM •• bad the tather.142 

het vbat vaa the nature ot the relatlonahlp between a 

oblld and lt1 parentT Re Joa,anan oau■ed Gen. Jt1t6(TN17, all 

Ule wealth that God ha• tun avaJ r.-- our tatbe• belong• to 

•• •• •)to intora an mder■tandlng of the tollovllls ••n•a 

•!beNUpOD Jacob put bla chilclND and vlwe■ • -1••• ID o ... • 

to teach the vi■doa the patriarch d■nDDatNted bJ •1oadtas• bl■ 

obl14ND, who were IIION lllportant to hill, befoN loedlns bl• 

vl•••• who were le■a laportant. Thia vaa OOlipaNd to a.-. vbo 

■oon after de1110natrated his tooliahneaa beoau■e he IIOYed hle 

vlte tlrat, then his aona, and then hla daugbten (G•.)616).143 



61. 

Were daur hters more impor tant to R. Jo~snan than wives? The 

passage does not answer that question. But Esau, about whom 

tt la said that he took hls dauchter s~ter he took his wives, 

vaa d~serlbE'd o:, ha,1in~ a "rocl!sh l:ea-rt". 
11+4 

The important affective t ies which bound parent and child 

h ~ di d b G l b l h 1 h. S · · t t t \. t th .ave "'een scusse s o u e sew ere. ae s ·a es ua e 

rabbl1 did not eommonly rerer to the "!ove" between par ent and 

child, but rather rocu:,ed more attention on the actual day-to• 

day activities :.ihich c~mented their relationsh~p. I, too, 

have found t~e use or the term "love" (a• h~v, ha- v!v , ra•r.a~ ) -- ------ _ __, 

occasionally to occur in the rabbis• discussion of ch ildren, 

though a parent s• affection was usually observed in v.ore eon• 

crete ways, such as a rather•• generosity in giving his daughter 

• dowry.146 

An exaMple or the use ot the abstraction •1ove" was ~iven 

by R. Jonathan when he . interpreted Eccl. )12, •ne has set the 

vorld ln their heai-t", to reter to the lo,re ot children which 

God put in the hearts ot men. So gNat, in tact, val t his lowe 

that a Nn could love one 10n, though he be corrupt, over an• 

other 10n, though he be the tir■t•bol'ft and glwe him greater 

honor than the 10unger.147 Raw taught that a man 1hould neYer 

1lngle out one son rro~ the other,, tor because ot two ~eaat1N1 

ot rtne wool which .Jacob gave to Joseph (i.e., the striped coat) 

hie brothers became jealous and the entire nation ended up 1a 

148 ) 1 E«Jpt. Elsewhere children were•• d to be more Yaluable 

to• Nn t han his "dearest treaaure".149 The rabbi• also ob1ened 

that a rather•• "love" eatenda no t'ul"ther than to h11 own 

gran41on., 5o 



It la 1111 tentatiYe reeling, however, that deapite these 

•U11Plea of th• use or the terms for love, the verb aameah l', 

-anlng •to rind joy in ••• •,151 •ore appropriately describes 

• paNnt•a teeling tor hi~ or her son than does a verb meaning 

•1c,ye•. Love 1• an abstract emotion often felt irrationally. 

Bat Joy N■ulta tro111 something concrete, moat u■ually rrom 

aehleYlllent. It is worth separate investigation to detel"llllne 

lt the rabbis, who were primarily concerned with the thlngs 

parent• and children ought to~. were also 110re likely to 

ue auch tel"ffls aa •joy• to describe one•• teellnga when a son 

baa acconapliahed • prescribed taak. 

In th1a area or parent-child relations the Nbbla added 

• great deal to the aketchy picture painted in the Bible. 

PNT•l'b 13124., tor exal'IJ)le, warned a parent that 

Re that aparea hl1 rod, hates hia son 
But he vho l0Ye1 hl~, dlaclpllnea hi• betlmea. 

'l'h• Nbbia repeated thla teachlng,152 but Iaaac added 

that• -n need not tol'Oe hl1 aon to atudy betoN the age or 

tvel•e153 ••that vhen the aon act1 ln an undealNble way, the 

tether ahould •roll vlth hm•.1S4 It va1 alao taught that a 

parent 1hould not threaten hla aon. One 1hould 1trlke bbl hl

M4iately tor hla vl'Oftgdolng, or hold one•1 peace toNYer.1S5 

Pm-thel'lllore, they wamed againat • Nn11 atrlklng bl1 gl"Ollllup 

IOll leat the son be te111pted to atrlke back, ••nallJ or olbeP. 

vi••• and thua show dlarepect tor hla tather.156 To atrlke a 

grown ■on waa ••en aa one example or puttlng a 1tWlbllng blook 

la tront or the blind (Le•• 19114). It va1 .... cted that n• 
Ula wont kinda ot children would be roJlllYen bJ their paNDta.1~1 



Till• ■tateaent la in contrast to the statement in the Bible, 

.... r, ao tar aa we know, carrl@d out, that a stubborn and 

NMllloua aon be killed (I>eut. 21tl8,20). 

In the rabbinic literature we haTe countles• eumplea 

or the range ot attitudes and eftlOtions which tound expreaalon 

la the Jevlah ramily. A rather rlaea tro■ hla aeat to ahov 

N■pect tor hla own ■on•• knowledge or Torah,158a aon reYeraea 

bl■ rather•• rood requests to hi• contrarll7 dlapoaed fflOther 

(only to learn later that he la not pemltted to do thla•• 

lt la lylng),15q and a rather la round on hia hand• and knees 

ltelng led around by hla aon who holda a reed protNCllng tro11 

the rather•• .outh.160 In the vol'da ot R. Joabua b. 1tarl)a1 

•ror a 111&11 to en joy h1a children, be muat tool around vlth 

ua-•.161 Another rather acovla at hl• vlte to keep the chll• 

dren buay, by aendlng th•~ to the •Nb to collect herb• 1r 

aeceaaary, ao that he needn't be bothered by the• and can, 

tn■tead, apend all hla vaklng hour■ at tbe bouae or atacl7.162 

Rabbinic lnslghta into r .. 111 llre are laced vlth bu.or and 

patho■, lo•• and anxiety, and are gleaned along the eatlre 

■pectPUa or rabbinic literature. 



III 

EDUCATION 

The requiNment that a rather teach hia aon the lava 

of Torah wa• ttrst Yerbalized by the Deuteronomtat who ln• 

atNoted Israels "You shall teach them to your children 

• • •• Thia atatefflent became the baal• ot the rabbta•teach• 

lag that a rather vaa obligated to teach hla son Torah.2 The 

rabbl■ vent a step turther. however. and required a aon whose 

father neglected to teach him Torah. to teach h1Mselr.3 

ht the diacuaslon did not end vlth thla final clarltl• 

eatlon ot legal reaponalbility. The author then vent on to 

eatabli■h• bJ u■e ot rabbinic hemeneutic•• that a mother did 

aot ha•• an obligation to teaob MP ■on• that a wo•n did not 

ha•• to teach heraelt, and that otheN vere n~t required to 

teaeh voaan.4 ?ol'll&l lnatNction vaa the domain or MD alone. 

It vaa a •n•a reaponalbillty to edu•t• both hiaaelt 

an4 hla aon. It both needed to be educated alaultaneoualy, 

then he vaa required to teaoh hlaaelt tlr1t, and only atter

varda to teach hla aons. Thia tollowed the prlnolple that a 

lav regarding one1elt take■ precedence n•P a 1•v Nga .. lng 

ot.ben.6 R. Judah• bove•er, aald that lt oae•a - IMN 

111ch17 •tlYated and eapeclally lnt~lllgent, Ulell Ula tau.. 

fNlht to••• to hi• 1on•a education betore eduoatlllg hl-■elt.7 

llllllk• ctrcuaclalon and red--,tlon, vhleh WN pertOl'll■d · 

vltboat the conatant cajoling or the rabbla, ..... ,toe ....-1"4 
a e01alt111ent auatalned oYer a long period ot ttae. OIi 1M -

hand, rather, 111&7 ha•• wanted their •on• to 10 to vol'lc •• ■--1 

•• poaalble, while on the other, the rabbla eOllld be eapeetecl 
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to enoCNNg• their own special intereat, the atud7 ot Torah 

and oral traditions. The rabbis, thererore, continually aought 

•J• ot oon•lncin~ fathers to teach Torah to their aons. •Who 

la llllterate (IJ! !l!••ret1.)1• R. Kathan b. Joaeph anaweNtd 

•■• who ha1 aona, but does not raise them to know Torah•.8 

The uaual understanding or the tem ia one who le ignorant 

alld unobservant. But~. Kathan exaggerated the 111eaning ot the 

phraae ••away to get the listener to go beyond aelt•education 

and teach his son■•• well. 

Bl■ewhere it waa taught that raisin~ one•e 1ona to know 

Torah waa ane ot aix ftitzyot which brlnga a man a two•told 

Nward. He enjoy■ benefit in thla world and the principle in 

the world to come.9 Poaalbly the •benetlt, retera to the ia

pro9ed quality ot llte edlloatlon vlll bring. And the •prln• 

elple• reter1 to the •rlt gained tP011 ha•lng done an llllJ)Ortant 

■lta•ah. Th• reward tor thla •rlt voald be aanrance or a 

plao• ln the world to oa.e. fll• .... Nval'd vaa PN11laed to 

\be an who roae early to go to the houae ot atudy, aa va• 

pPOlllaed the 11a11 who educated hla aona.10 ReN, too, teaohlng 

-••lt precede• teachtllgon••• aona ln tbla panleula• llat or 

tblna• a •nought to do • • Thla ldea vaa gl•n negatl•• ••• 

PN••lon where lt waa taught that •he who haa ■-a but doea not 

NI•• th•• to know Torah• waa one or anen negligent aota Mbleh 

WOll14 ban hb1 traa heaven11• 

It vaa taught that R. ShitNon b. Yohal eaplalned tbat all 

tboae vho had a aon who studied Torah were conaldeNd •• lt tbeJ 

WN not dead.12 R. Shlaeon •pro•ed• hl1 point b7 quotlag God 

apealrlag to Abraha■1 (•For I ha•• alngled him out, tbat he~ 
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tnetruct his children and his posterity to keep the way or the 

Lord by doing what is juat and rt ~ht,) 1n order that the Lord 

•Y bring about tor Abraham what He has promised him".13 The 

,eat eay■ that the reward would be brou~ht •upon Abraham", 

&114 not •upon Abrahaffl1 a children". Since Abraham dled before 

he vaa granted all that God had promised to him, it must be, 

eagge■t• R. Shiffleon, that it la•• tr he were still all•e• 

There are also exafflplea in the literature which ahow 

that rather and son grow closer to each other a• a result or 

the aon•s learning Torah. R. L~vl said that a rather ls 

filled with lo•e tor• eon vho 1tudles Torah. And R. Shlmeon 

b. Nenaaleh added that eyen God had the heart or an earthly 

rather, tor Re, too, 1well1 vtth lOYe tor Hla children at the 

tlM they 1tudy Torah. God, ln tact, vaa e•en aaid to love 

the al1takea ot school children, an4 He oYerlooked it when 

they 1klpped Hts na111e.lb. 11. Jo•• b. Hcmt aa1d that a man •1 

be J•lou• ot all people except ht• eon and hl■ itudent.15 
llaet a• lt va■ not laproper tor Da•ld'• ••"ant■ to vleh that 

SolOIIICffl1 a reputation and power exceed hl■ ovn, ■o lt va■ not 

a •lolatlon or the requlNfflent to ■hov honor to paNllt■ vhn • 

oae vlehed greater learning or other accG11Pll■hMllt upon the 

••• A ■on•• accolllJ)liahment, eapeclally ln learning, brougbt 

1PNt•r honor to the rather, not 1•••• 

The rabbi■ not only discu■sed the reala ot ecbacatlon Ill 

te,.. ot rather and son, but alao ln tel'IU or .. ught•n• gNlld• 

aone, children or colleagues, and •••n the Pleb and the poop. 

Ia the context or euming the legal conaequenaea ot taking a 

••• the Nl■hnah ■tat•• that• penon under a •ow not to NDetlt 
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troa hla tellov Man uy not be tau~ht mldra~h, halakha, etc. 

bllt that hia aona and dau~h ter9 may be taught ScrlptUN.16 

1'bla 1• a Yery unuaual statefflent, and Danby17pointa out that 

It la alaalng in ■offle texts. I do not know whether the phra■e 

•and daughters" was later added to , or dropped trom, the text, 

bat lt la tally eYident that the teaching ot Torah to one•• 

daughter, though not beyond poaslbillty, waa an extremel7 

NN occurence in the rabbinic world. 

fllough vofflen were not taught ToNh as a rule, it 1• ln• 

tereatlng that those vho did were considered to gain 111erlt 

tor thla atudy juat aa would a •n• In the context or dis• 

naalng the teat giTen to a auapeoted adultere■a, Ben Azal 

aatd that one ahould teach one•• dauthter Torah ao that the 

Naultlng aerlt vould. lt nece•••.-Y• auspend the ertecta or 

a a4ultery teat. R. lllezar. vho•• oplnlon vaa the one 

geneNlly accepted by the nbbl•• replied that. knowing she 

lied auch aerlt, a v09lan vould be all the l'IION t9111Pted to 

,._1aculty. Por that reason. one ahould Jl21 teach Torah to 

one•• daughteP.18 R. Joabua vent on to ob••"• that• vo■u1 
preterred one •••UN (or tood) and lecher, to nl• -•■UN■ 

(ot tood) and •deaty.19 But here• the authorltl•• vere 

apeaklng or women and not or child~• The halaldlle dlacna■• 

alon gl••• the operatl•• opinion about the teaehlng ot ToNh 

to glrlaa one should teaoh one•• •on•• and nan one•• g.....S• 

•••• bu~ not one•• daughtera.20 Thie atat-nt vent beyoa4 

aa7lng that a 111U1 waa not co111111&nded to teaeh bl• daughter 

T0Nb1 it says he doesn't teach her Torah. It vaa not a 

atat ... nt or law. but ot a norm. 
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Aotually, the 1tatefflent t hat a 111an should teach not only 

hle ■one, but his grandsor.1 as well, was Meant to ■trees the 

lllportance of a man's t eaching hie own sons. Thie becofflee 

••ldent when t he text goes on to relate that a man who teaches 

Torah to his own son is aBcribed merit•• though he had taught 

hl• grandson and great-grandson, etc. to the end ot tiae. 21 

R. Jo■hua b. Levi taught that when a man taught Torah to hi■• 

g~andaon, Scripture re~arded hia as it he hiaaelt had heaN 

lt at Mount Slnai.22 In both theae example• the apeaker haa 

linked the teachl~ or Torah to the connecting or an lndivi• 

dual with hie nation. In the tlrat caae he ta connected 

vlth hla nation•• de■tin7, and tn the ■econd he l■ oonnected 

vlth hla nation•• birth. The rabble aav th• act ot teaching 

•• a •niteatation or th• content ot Torah. Aa Torah la a 

hl■tor, or the relatlon■hlp between Iarael and God, the teach• 

1111 ot Torah acted to e■tabllah thla relatlonahlp tor the atu• 

dent•• well as to ln1ure the tuture ot the people. 

lot everyone agreed with thla wlalon ot unlwer■al •le 

eduoation. The dlaclplea or Shalaal taught that one 11\ould 

onlJ teach a ... n who vaa intelligent, ••k• o•• tl'OII a dl•• 

tlaglllehed telly, and vaa vealthy.2) Shuaal not on1J NV 

education•• the taak tor only an elite tev, but one of the 

.-ittitlcation■ wa■ that the atudent be Mek. The dlaleo• 

tloal proceaa ot the Tall'IUCI generally required, lt not aa 

.... ■■lYe reaponae, surely one that waa IIION -bltloua tllaa 

•-•k•.24 A atudent ■hould be hWllble and acqule■oent vltb 

hla teacher and aggreeaive with hi• ~aver, hia cl••-'•• 

' 



Th• dlaciplea or Hillel disagreed wi t h ShallU!lal alto• 

pther. They taught that everyone (~eaning all Nlea) should 

reoel•• an education. For Hillel this was not said to be a 

oonceaalon to the •••e•• He wae said by hla tollowera to 

bell••• that aany aiMers in ancient Israel were brought close 

to ToNh and a■ a re■ult that their descendent• were righteous, 

ploua and worthy people.25 Where Shammal saw the Torah•• 

• prl•llege or the elite, Hillel eaw lt as the equalizer or 

•ootety. Anyone, ~Y studying Torah, could achieve the high• 

eat atatua the cofflfflUnity had to orre~. 
At another tiMe lt waa taught to be caret\al not tone• 

1lect the children or the poor, becau1e it l■ through theffl 

that Torah la tranaMitted.~ Pollovlng thi■ 1tateMnt •••eral 

rabbl1 ottered theodlclea •• to whJ •cholera dld not h&Ye 

oblldren who weN acholan. R. Joa•ph eaplalned that thl• 

•• to ln■ure that no on• would d•cl•re Torah to be their ea• 
I 

olul•e legacy and th•rebJ •xe111Pt •oaeone elae tl'Cffl atudy. 

I. Sheahet b. R. Idl ••ld that lt va• ln order that aohol•r• 

aot be arrogant toward the oo...anltJ• K•r ZUtN aald that 

lt va• becau1e they act hlgh•handedly agaln•t. th• car alt.J• 

And R. A11 aald lt va■ becau■e they call th• people ••••••27 

•• Joaeph' ■ re■ponae va■ oonal1tent vlth the t••chlng or 

Blllel. Torah should NNln ln the doaaln ot all the people. 

•• She1het•1 answer adrlitted to the poaalblllty that tboae 

llbo dld learn Torah tol'!lled an elite who requlNd eheeka ow•• 
t.belr uae or authority. And the tlnal tvo reaponaea aet•llJ 

point to teellnga ot anlmoalty between 1cholan and t.be •••••• 
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Sino• all these ■tateMnt■ were made by Nbbls, at leaat one 

of vhOII vaa the son or a rabbi, none or them could haYe been 

•ant to be uniYeraal or exclusive or the others. 

lfhe tlnal cate~OJ'"J or people the Nbbla discussed re~ard• 

lag who ahould be taught Torah va• children ot one•• nelthbor■, 

Mid the illiterate. To illustrate this point the TalMUd 

gl•e• eXUtplea or how Rabbi vould chance to Yl■lt various 

tovn■ and inqui re about the aona or hla colleagues who had 

died. In one eaee he round the son or R. Eleazar b. R • . 
Shtaeon. '!'his lad was vef"Y popular among the harlots, so 

llabbl brought hi• out or the town, ordained him, and turned 

hl• ner to R. Shimeon b. tsai b. Lakonia, the child'• uncle. 

'l'be boy grew to be a acholar the equal or hla tather.28 It 

l• not 1na1gn1t1cant that the boy vaa turned over to his uncle. 

When no rather or grandfather exlated who should educate a 

boy, an uncle would be a next logical person upon whom the 

INrden would tall. 

In another example, Rabbi tound the ■on ot R. Tarphon•• 

daughter al■o to be popular vlth barlots. Rabbi ottered hla 

own daughter to the boJ on conclltlon that he repent. Veralon• 

dltter a■ to whether he actually •rrled Rabbi'• daughter 

(aoae aald he didn't laat hla repentance be Nid to be on beP 

account) or not, but the naz-i-at1ve does have tile boy repent• 

, lag and becoml~g an example or a peraon taught ToNh bJ hl1 

neighbor vho gains a seat ln the heavenl7 acadet111 tor havlag 

donethla.29 It ■eem■ that there exlated a aort ot protea1lonal 

etiquette among the nbbia. In both ea•••• Rabbi took caN 
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of ohlldz-en (one waa actually the grandchild) or hi■ coll• 

-••••neither or whoa were neighbor• aince neither llTed 

ln hla own town. 

ID th••• tvo caae■ discussed above, the atudy or Torah 

dld not begin until atter the boy had reached puberty and 

e1tabllahed his sexual prowess. It turns out that tbi■ va■ 

not nch an unusual age tor "children" to begin to ■tudy, 

though the literature la tar rrom unaniMoua on the aubJect. 

on the one hand, children were expected to learn to do 

Pltuala asaoclated with the religious lite or the coJIIIIIUftity 

at a pace that paralleled their phyaical developaent. A 

oblld vho no longer needed hla 1110ther (to maraeT) vaa obll• 

gated to live in the aukkah. It he knew hov to ••hake• he 

•• obligated with reapect to the lulav. It he knew hov to 

• ... ,• he bad to wear the trlnged pr-ayer ahavl. When he knew 

bow to ob■eJ"Ye the cuatoa ot wearing the tephillln, hi■ rather 

bad to pvcha■e a pa1P tor hill. ~en he knew how to ■peak, 

ht■ father taught bl• the Sh'N• Torah, Hebrew, and ■o on.30 

Thi• paaaage 1tate■ that•• aoon a■ he vaa readJ, the ohlld 

•• requlz-ed to participate in the •ltfJlb• It la alao to be 

noted here that it va■ not, appaNntly, mat11 attar a ohlld 

ltegan to ■peak lra111aic that he •• taught HebNV. &Yen al 

Ulla NPlJ date, the learning or Hebrew•- af'tep the lNl'lllac 

ot the Ternacular and vaa aaaoclated with the Nllgloua INln• 

Ingot. child. 

' 
One eaceptlon to thl1 principle or vatting •Ill• oh114 

.,.. Nady betore requiring hi• to participate ta• •&ll!lb 

-



•• vlth regard to taating on YoR Klppur. Although children 

wre not legally required to raat, they were exp~cted to be 

eclaoated to raat a year or two before thei~ majority, through 

,-rtlal taating, in order that they be accustomed to a tull 

day•• taat when they did reach the age or reaponaibility. 31 

!'he rabbla taught that it one had to study Torah and 

\o MrrJ a vlte, he ahould tlrst study and then get •rrled.32 

But lt the lndi•ldual could not study without a wire, it 

•• peraltted that be get •rrled tlrat. R. Judah aald in 

\be naM or Sa1111el that the halakha say■ a man ahould tlrat 

Mft"J abd then atudy, but R. Jobanan felt that •rrlage pre• 

aented a great obatacle to atudy.33 R. Iaaao ■aid that lt vaa 

1 .. l■lated at Usha that a •n ahould •ro11• with hla aon 

matll be reached the age ot twelYe. Pro• that point on the 

ta"aer 111&at tore• hill to atudy.lb. 

Daevhere, it va• narrated that ohlltren uaed to begin 

attending achool when theJ were alateen or •••enteen, and 

tllat vhene•er a teacher would dlaolpllne thea ther would leaYe. 

!bell Joahua b. GUila ••t up 1ohoola la •••17 town llbere ohll• 

4NII would begin attending at the age or ala or •••••JS 
lab aald to a. Saauel b. Shllath that he ahould not aooept a 

olalld ln aohool betore he'd reached th• age 6t •la• bat after 

that he could •till hla like an oa•. lab ooatllmed Ulat lt 

OM bad to punlab a child, lt ahould be done vlth a ahoe la•••" 
Tbla va1 pemapa ln re■pon■• to the eU'll•• alt•tlon vheN 

1tudenta would ■l111PlJ lea•• the achoolbouae vhen reprl111ancled 

banhly. 
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How va■ the l egislation at ~sha reconciled with the tea• 

ehlng ot Rab t hat a child could attend ■chool at alaT Rab 

bluelt answered that the rirst referred to Mi ■hnah and the 

aeoond to Torah. 17 Abayye ■aid that hie nurse told hlm that 

age alx vaa pl'"Oper to begin learning ~orah, age ten tor Mishnah 

and age thirteen (tvelYe tor ~trls) to begin a t\all day•• raat. 38 

And ln another place children were compared to tNe■ ori• 

glnally planted in Israel ror rood. The tirat three J•ara 

UleJ were forbidden to be harvested (aal1M) , that la, theJ 

wH not taught ToNh. The fourth year all ita truit va1 

bolJ, aacred. SlailarlJ, a rather ■anctitled hia aon through 

dlaou■■1on or Torah. And tlnally, 1n the rtrth year, aa the 

rNlt or the tree could be eaten, ■o could a child enjoy the 

•tNlta• or Tonh••bJ beginning to Nad rroa lt. Pro11 then 

on th• •rl"Ulta• would only lncre•••• And ao, according to 

tbla paaaage, the rabbla taught that age tl•• vaa appropriate 

tor beginning the atudy or Scripture, and age ten tor §iahnan. 39 

I. Joahua b. Le•l aald that in the day■ or Saul and 

Da•ld, •••n intanta knev how to interpret Torah ln vaya ao 

nbtl• and elaborate that they coald gl•• torty•nlne argu• 

llallt■ ln ta•or or an object•• being ritually ol••• and then 

fottty•nlne argu111enta to pro•~ lt Pltua11J unclean.kO The la• 

tentlon or R. Joahua is that children ua .. to M Mttep atta

dellt• ln the •good old day■•• 

The ooncem tor proper dlaclpllne la al•r• th• pPl•., 

edacatlonal concern or a parent, top lt la OPUOlal top the 

phJalcal vell•bein, or• child. But the rabbla ■poke about 



4laolpllne in• more general, a fflore fflOr al sense.hl Speaking 

ot the general behaYior or a boy, R. Iaaac obae"ed that the 

thing• he doe■ in hi■ youth "darken hi• race" ln hla old age.42 

Th• phra■e probably mean■ that a man cofflee to be either eabar• 

N■■•d or, or aahuled ror, t he thing• he dld when he wa■ 1oune. 

'fhl• 11 not so 111Uch a thNat or puni shfflent •• it l• a vamlng 

ot aocountability. 

laproper beha•ior was thought to be the re■ult or the 

•••11 illll)Ul■e• to which e•er,one was auaceptlble.43 Rererrlng 

\o lt aa •thla repul■ i•e (thing )", the School or R. Iab:uel 

taught, •My ■on, it (lt) ahould grip you, take lt to th• 1chool 

houae•.l&Js. There, continue• the narratl•e, lt vlll be deatroyed, 

ao -tter what it■ aub1tance, becauae the vorda ot Toreb are 

•11ke ttre• (Jer. 2)129), •ttke a haN18r• (lbld.), and•• 

•t11e water■• that vear atone■ (Job 14119). Torah va• the beat 

antidote to the ••11 urge. 

lloN o«-10nl7 uaed bJ the NlttttJa.S than the altoYeiolted 

••n• troa Pro••Pb• vaa the val'ftlng that 

Be that aparea hla rod, hate■ hla ■on 
lut he 1'bo lnea hla, dlaolpllnea hill Ntl•■• 

(1)13') 
Thia point ot Ylev required that a ■on be 1trlctl7 dl■otpllned, 

"' vlth a corporal punlahfflent lt nec••••PJ• ln order that be 

aot grow up to beco• degenerate.h7 

The Nltb11 dld not alway■ lnalat upon atrlet 4laalp11Me 

bowe••r• Pemap■ because,•• the context augge•t•• oh11.._ 

vere l•••lng 1chool in rebellion agalnat teaeben who NPPOaebe4 

th-• Rab told Sunael b. Shllath (only) to atrllre a ohl1d with 
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a ahoe lace~e tr discipline beeaffle necessary. 

It vaa also tautht that a child rN>a B•nel B•rak once 

broke a glasa tor ~tch his rather threatened hla exceaalwely. 

!be ohlld becaffle trtghtened, rled, tell in• hole and va• 

kllled. The aage■ concluded tN>ffl thia incident that a 111an 

■hollld not threaten• child. He ahould either apank hla 1•• 
49 

_.lately, or not ••Y anything at all. !hla dlalectlcal 

t•■lon betveen being atr1ct with one•• children or being tor• 

glwlng vaa aull'll'larlzed by R. Shi~eon b. Eleazar who 1ald •tt 

la the nature or a child and a wOlll&ft that one pushes avay 

vlUI the right hand aa one drawR near vltb the lett.•50 

When a child finall7 did begin to •tudJ ToNb tomally, 

be begaa vlth the portions ot Levltious dealing with the sac• 

rltlcea ortered in the Te~pl~. lotlng that thla Might be 

•••••odd, R. Jeee eald that lt would aprear at tlrat t ~.at 

• eblld ahould ■twlJ troa th• beginning ot the ToNh, but 

U1eJ begin, lnatead, vlth Le•ltloua becauae •they are pure 

and the aacrltlce■ WN pure. Let the pure o«-e and atudy 

t11e pure•.51 

Tbl'Ollgh the obaenatlon ot Rabbi Akln we learn that 

oblldren learned to ■ lng the hallel. He ■aid that the t ..... 

lit•• ■ang, when they arose tP0111 the Sea ot II•••• •1uce a 

eblld vho Nada the hallel ln ■chool•, and that thla alagllls 

oaued •the holy apirlt to dwell apon tbell".S2 

I. ludah taught ln Sa11111el•• MM that the obllgatlon of 

a - to teach hl■ ■on ToNb extended,•• vltb the •DIIPl• 

ot Zeblalun b. Dan vho waa taught bJ hla lftlldtatber, to tbe 



\Noblng or scripture, ~1shnah1 TalJ"IRld, halakhot and aggadot. 

When Raba asked if Scripture rererred only to Torah, they 

told hla that it 11eant all the other aub jecta aa vell 1n the 

••• ot Zebulun b. t>an, but that it could also be interpreted 

to MUI only Scripture.Sl 

But R. Sarra aaid in the name or~. Joahua b. Hanania 

,11at the text or Deut. 617, •t111pre1s the• upon your children• 

(y1 ph1nanteM) ahould be read •You 1hall dlYide (th••> into 

By thla he ••ant that a penon 

ehould apend a third or hl• t1M atudJing Soripture, a thll"d 

etudJlng Mishnah, and a thlN atudying Ta1111Wl.S4 

Although t9l9d tor,h and lJl•IIIOd $9Db vere the tvo -,at 

oa•aft pl\Nae1 used by the Nbbla to reter to a oblld1e tormal 

.._oatlon, they uaed other tel"IU vhlob add to our underatandlng 

of llbat vaa oonaidered appropriate eduoatlon. For euaple, 

a father va• aald to owe bla eon !lll•lll!£51 in a liat that 

laolwled tood, drink, olotblng and •hoe•· Thia WON OOM■ 

fNII the root at.•llll• fflttanlng •to lead, conduct•. Jaatrov 56 

above the VON to be aaaoolated with general, or ••oular ao• 

tlwltlea. Both the et,-logy ot the wen a1111 lta context 

.. lat to a aenae or •worldly vlaclolil" lateaded la bJ 1,a UNe 

!bl• paaaage required that a tather teaob bl••• boll to P' 
alaag ln the world. 

Slallarly, a tatber vaa urged to Ner bla ablldNII la 

tbe •proper vay• (deNkh 2'•h•n> betore •fffinl thea at Ille 

arrlwal ot puberty.ff The t•l"III uaed here to •an •Nar• .. 

•t ... tn• vaa ~r1kh. Jast!'Olf58alao aaaoolated thla wN vlUa 
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aeelllar learning. In context, it 1110at likely meant •to di•• 

otplln•• ln a general eena•• 

Vben theJ ll■ted the legal requirefflenta or ratherhood, 

tile nbbla added the opinion or aome that a aon ought to be 

talllht to ■via.59 Later in the text, when aaked what the 

Naaon tor thia could be, the answer vaa that it could ■aw• 

Illa llte.60 

There were al10 lialta to what a tather might teach hie 

aon, no matter how uaetul auch lmowlectce could be to him. 

Onoe th•J asked R. Joahua it a man could teach hla ■on Greek. 

Be uaavered that "You •1 teach hia when it la neither•••• 

alng nor daJ, •• it la vrltten1 'Thia book or the lav ahall 

not depart out or 7our 11011th) but you ahall aedltate therein 

da7 and night• (Joahua 118). It vaa aaked tr the teaching 

of a tN4e •• al■o rol'b1dden by thl• atatement. R. IahMel 

Naponded vlth the werae "thereton ohooae llf••••that 1■, a 

R. Abbah11, 1n the -- ot R. Johanan, aald that a 11a11 • 
oould allow hla daughter to learn CNek becau■e tor ber lt va■ 

aa ornaaent.61 lo Jev oonoel'fted vlth the atud.J ot ToNb ahcnald 

apend tlu ■twt1lng Greek. 

Iba•• alnadJ dlacuaaed the que1tlon N1a .. "1 U. Nbbla 

u to when a child ahould be trained to faat • Y• Kl,,... 

Vllat •• not pointed out then vaa the ue of the ••JIit ""'5b 
to MUI "train", •to initiate", •to lnaugurate•.62 TIil• Yel'lt 

-■ not uaed by the Nbbl1 in the Mal ton a• lt - la tbe 

llble,
63 

but it wa■ uaed 1n the hiph'il ro1'11 to - •, ... 111•. 



Tbla kind or preparing, associated with the preparing ot the 

prleat■ tor their Yom !lppur dutiee,64 had to do vlth religious 

aetlYlt1•• rather than ■ecular on••• Th• Nbbia ga•• no rea■ons 

to tbelr childNn ror tasting, they ■imply aet an age, usually 

two 7eaP■ betore their Majority, at which point they would be• 

gin delaying meals, or even withholding them entirely during 

the Day ot AtoneMent. 

Children al■o learned to pal'tlotpat• in the religloua 

llf• ot the comnnanlty by taking on a role ln the llOffling and 

nenlng aerwlc• at the aynagogue. R. Huna taught that twice 

• day the children ■ald Peal• 106147, •sa•e u■ O Lord our God.• 

Oo4 •• ao touched by thl■ plea that He re■ponded each tiae 

■• beard It, aald R. Huna, vlth •Oh that the tiM would al• 

,.._eh when I could oaue your redn1ptlon to drav near• 

(feala 1417).65 Another eausple or children recelYlng religious 

edlaoatlon coM■ tro■ the ln■truction that they vere to thank 

God and bl••• hl111 tor eutenance, nen when there vaa not 

eDOllgb tood tor the■ to ha•• their hunger aated. It there 

WN •o aach aa an oll•••• U1D1111t of tood to nt, a rather 

IIOllld lead bla ch114Nn aDd the entire houaehold ta thaalrlag 

004.66 Plnally, lt ahould be Mntloned that ohl14Nn NN 

- b7 the Nbbla to get a IIONl edueatlon by • ...,1 ••• well 

u b7 doing. More acoUNtely, th97 lNl'lled to do Mhat •• 

•llbt, •• ln the •DIIIPl•• abo••• bJ dolags but tbe7 eould 1 ... 

H do what va■ wrong just by watching otheN.67 R. ZelN 

tallgbt that a person ■hould not otter ■Olletblag to• oblld 

Glllr to change hl• ■ind later on, tor thla teaobee a oblld to 

11 •• 68 



One extreme exa•ple or how one should educate hla chll• 

4Nn e ... tro• a prleat who had ten ehildi-en, ■ix boya and 

t-• glPl■• EYei-y day he would pray aa hard a■ he could that 

bla children would not cOl'le to sin. He would tir■t put th•• 

la the •tMel' house! and then guard them in the •outer houae•, 

all the tiu praying that they neither aln nor do any ugly 

Ullng. He did thia until he aaw hie aona and hla grandaon■ 

, •• tlrt, Y••·· beCOM high ppie■ta and i-eap th• tNitl or 

U.• pPle■thood, and then he dled. About him waa applied Paalm 

)71), •Truat in th• Lord and do good•.69 It la not clear ex• 

aetl7 wat wa■ •ant by •tnner hou••" and •oater hou•••• but 

the•••• or the naz-Ntl•• l• not obatNcted bJ thl■ gap ot 

olaPltJ. H•N vaa an lndlYldllal who ·••entiall7 looked hla 

eblldren up ln hla holle, allowing th•• to., •• (aecordlng to 

a aebedule which he aet) only tNIII th• Inner part to the outer 

part, but neYel' out lnto the vopld. And tor doing thia he 

•• Illa children becoae high prleata and va■ •d• an example 

to all or Iarael bJ God. 

Tbe father vho ant hla aona to aehool •• clo••• to 

Ille .... R. Judah told 1n th• -- or Ralt • .._,the., •• 

of a e,atn or achoola in th• land.70 Tbla .,., ... vltboat 

mleh lt waa aald Torah vould ha•• been torgott•• •• atln• 

bllt .. to Joamaa be Gamla. BetoN he c-, a elllU WOllld leal'D 

fPCIII bl• rather, tr h• had one, or not at all. !II• U., le-

1lalated that teacher• be appointed in JeP118al-. Tllft •

obl14Nn would atudy theN, 'but only lt their taU.N ltl'Olllbt 

....._ le&t achoola were ••t up ln dltterent aeo-polltloal 



area• tor boys vho had Ntached the age or aixteen or •••en• 

teen. But there were pr~bleru here. apparently related to 

Ille fact that boy■ thia age were ditticul.t to dlseipllne. 

PlMlly. Joshua b. Oafflla caffle and appointed teachers ln ewer, 

dl■trlot or e•er, town ao that boy• could attend achool at 

- ■lx or aeYen. Once these achools vere set up. aald R•ba• 

'"'r• were not aent to Jerusale• any IIIONe or eYen to another 

tom. to attend achool. They had to go to achool in their 

own town. although lt was pemitted that they be aaelgned to 

dlfterent aynagogues. prOYlded they did not haYe to croaa a 

Plnr vltnout a ••cure brldge.71 

Rabe alao ■aid that ala•• alze waa llffllted to twenty• 

tl•e a• a rule. It there were tltty atudent•• a aeaond tea• 

ch•• va■ hired. Ir forty. they hired an a■aletant teacher 

at Ule ezpen■e or the tovn.7f 

llaba further atated that tr there were two teacher•• one 

of ldlOII vaa MN akllltul than the other, the lea■ akllltul 

aae ahould not be replaoed by the IIION akllltul one tor rear 

\bat the latter voald beoOIN l•Q• Re D11111, hoveYer, dl■a• 

P•••• aaylng that nch ac,11petltlon VOllld lnoNa■e knowledge, 

U.t la, lt would •k• tor better t•ehtng.73 

!b••• tvo rabble t'llrther dlaagreecl on tbe •tt•• or *leb 

Clll&llty va• · 111C>■t htportant in• teaeher; ., ... (of PN4lagf) 

OP aeeuracy. Raba preterred the teacher who OCNld Na4 tut, 

~. he Nde alatakea, because the ai■talr•• IIOll14, ta tble, 

OCllle to be COl'"NCted. But R. Dhll ••ld tbat. lllatalre, one• 

Ht, ccnald not be era•••• He would appolat the ■low INt ••• 

nNte teaeher.74 
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Perhap• the moat widely known statement ot Mthodology 

tor the teaching or Jewish children follow• the Netting or 
~ 

the rem- queatlon1 in the Passover Haggadah. The reading or 
Ille llaggadah 1t■elt at the Paa■over seder va• an 1aportant 

aapeot or the education or the Jewish child, tor lt va• here 

tbat h• vaa •d• to reli•• the exodu• rroM Egypt aa it he, 

'-• lla~ been there. But arter the Pour Que•tion■ the rabbl• 

4etlned the ditterent type■ ot children and ga•• 1peaitia ln• 

atPUction■ a• to how each va• to be answeNd. Theae dltter

nt klnd• or 1on1 are defined in three dltterent ■ouree,,75 
•oh ot which llata tour •on■, but each ll•t• tbea dltterently. 

The Je1'118ale• Talaud76 MM■ •ona who are vi••• ••11, 1tuptd, 

and llbo don't know hov to a1k. Th• Mekhllta77 rewerae1 the 

or4er ot the atup14 and tbe nll aon. And the traditional 

.._.clah aub■tltute1 •a1ap1e• tor the •atuptd• ■on in the Je

.... 1 .. Tai.wt. Deaplte the dltterent order and alight dlt

f•NDO• 1D 4ea1gnatlon ot the ■tupld/alllpl• aon, there la 

Nlatl•• agre-t allOllg tbeae teat■• 

Tbe Nbbla ••• to ha•• eataltllabed an ldeal t7pe, the 

vlH ••• and then gl•en tbne 4ltteNDt toll■ vlth auggee• 

tl-■ •• to how to N■pon4 to thell. The •l•• aOD -· to 1te 

11•• • tull and oomprehen■lYe Ul■v••• The nll •~-■ -
u ltelng nll apecit1oa117 tor atatlng hie .. .,_.. ln nob 

• •1 •• to aeparate hlaaelt fNII thereat of tbe fud1J• 

!be appropriate re•pon•e to bla rejection of tbe t•llJe ..,. 

the llagga4ah, vaa tor the taall7 to reJeat hlll la Ntlll'II. ■• 

ebolald be told that had be been 1n iCJpt at Ille tllle of Ula 

kodua, he would not have known redeaptlon.78 



VheN the vls• son know■ how to ask the queetlon■ and 

_.retand■ all the an■ver■, the ■laple ■on doe■ not undez-

atand a thin«. The respon■e to hi• 1■ to ■waarize the en• 

tlN Hagaclah into a ■ingle aentence which, it 1■ hoped, he 

vt.11 underetand. The ■1lent ■on doe■ not hov to aak at all. 

PoP Ulla child the rather goes back on• additional atep and 

Nada •You ■hall tell 7our child on that day •• •• (Ex.1)18). 

'l'bla ehild could then be taught the anaver without ever: haYing 

aaked the que■tlon. 

leaide1 anavering the•• archt7plcal ■tudent■, the · rabbi■ 

dlacnaaaed certain ••1"7 ■peoitic va71 in which ditterent pupil• 

llicbt be taught. SoM children, the7 noted, will read on 

Ulelr own. Tho•• who --•t 1h1'Uld be ■eated next to one who 

doe• in oi-der that he be lnnuenced by hie IIION highl11t1oti• 

••t•d cl••••t•.7' One authoPity taught that a per■on ahcnald 

dl■oCNNg• hi■ •on• tJIOII MIIIOPlsation and public recitation 

of the Blble60 becau•• it voald MN1J be a parading ot 1uper• 

tlolal lmovledge.81 

'l'be rabbla related that a ,. ... who waa not Yer, ,.,1•• 
onoe walked into the aynagogu vheN ff91'JOM va■ buay atudj• 

las Torah. He a■ked th .. hov it vaa poa1lltl• top ■oMOne lo 

ltegla learning Torah. They anaveNd tbat JOU beglD vltb Ula 

aoroll, then with the ToNh, then JOI& atudJ the Prophet•· 

tbea the Vritlnga. He who tinlahea Script ... goea on lo Tal• 

.... and then to the bflakhot. and then to tbe •r.g•dat ....... 
uae lntl'Uder heal'd all thia he eald to hlaaelt •Vhn vou14 I 

1Nl'II all that!• and he lett vlthout ••Jlnc a ..._ CollpaNd 



'° bill, what do•• a clever ~ereon dot He leam• a chapter a 

daJ untll he has COfflPleted the entire Tozoah.82 

Thl• paaeage meals that there were •acrolla• tl'O■ vhich 

oblldNn learned aofflethlng prior to learning Tozoah. It la 

lllrelJ that auch scN>lls would be aoM aort ot •pr111er" tl'O■ 

llblob a child learned to read, but there l• no evidence here 

n• to auggest that the acN>ll reterred to va■ in Hebrew. 

&t the other end ot th• currlcul\11'11 atudenta reached the level 

of b9lakha and ap;g•d• in that order. It la worth noting that 

U. ••pda vas the laat eubject liated to be atudied. lither 

lt -· ·••n a■ being le•• iaportant than the halakha, 01' lt 

-· •l•ved •• being IIION dlttlault and VOPthy or only the 

••' keenlJ trained alnda. 

•• Btna b. Abba taaght that the education ot bla aon • 
_. ■o taportant that he 414 not eat a thing in the IIOl'Ding 

.,11 be had taugh, bl• aon bla leaaon. Pint be NYleved 

U. PNYloua daJ'• •t•rlal, and then be added on to lt.83 

labba b. R. Huna MNlJ did not eat until be took bl■•• to 

1ehoo1.84 In both a•••• the ••tho• lnteaded to atNaa U. 

•• ,1na b. Abba alao ••14 that a talber ..a - ldlO 

•twlJ together (lit. •at the •a• gate•) beow •••l•• of 

Nob other. But th-, 4o not 1•••• that ■pot •tll Iller -

to low• eacb other.85 Th1• ••- to Na••,._.. t• U.. 

tal•dlc dialectic it■elt. 

Ve ba•• ••en that the Nbbla gave a sPNt ...i of att .... 

tl• to the aubJect or learning. In rabblalo eooletJ, edaoatl• 



•• the aure■t Man• or aeh1eY1ng a poa1t1on or ■tatua and 

ntborlty. Tho■e who had ■ucceeded 1n th1■ 1y■tem, the 

.. bbl■, would be expected to support it. They dld npport 1t, 

e-,llcltly a■ well•• ll'IJ)llcltly. One tatall1tlc obaenatlon 

Noorded that "the aeana ot support (tor the co.1ng year) are 

aaalgned to a man between Roah HaahaMah and YOIII Klppur, except 

Ille UIOWlt he will apend tor the Sabbath■, tor the teatlYal• 

aa4 tor the education or hl1 children. It he ■pend• le••• 

lt vlll be decreased on hla account, and lt he ■pend■ more, 1t 

vlll be lncrea■ed on hl■ acoount•.86 

lak ■poke or hov a peraon could •••n 111ake hlMelt cruel 

,o bl1 ohlldren and hll houaehold tor the 1ak1 ot 1\ud7lng 

ToNh.87 Re recognized that to beoOIN truly dedicated to 

Torah, to becoae a great aoholar, required a certain neglect 

or taally. The taportanoe ot atudylng Torah wa1 uauall7 put 
88 

in 110re poaltl•• t•1'118• but till• •l•v vaa, ne•erthel•••• 

pan of th• accepted tradition. 

le loahua be LeYl aald that he ldlo taught bl■ gNDdlon 

TONh vaa regarded bJ SorlphN aa lt he bad NoelY .. lt hla

Hlf at llt. Staal. So blportant va■ edaoatlon to 11. Joatma 

tbat •• ljln• b. Abba-·· tound hla waring a plala ololb 

• bla head and taking a ohl14 to aoboot.89 11. Jo .... •• 

a,Naalng the lfflportanoe ot •••lng to tile eduoatl-. 11K Glllr 

of-•• 1ona, but ot their aona and al10 ot •••• •lpltor•a 

w. Eduoatlon la th• ooncem ot nePJW, ba ••'• 
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This same statement occurs· in the Jerusalem 1.mlrrrn.st, 90 

that "Everyone who hears a '7erse (of Torah) from his grand

son, i~ considered ~s if he:Heard !t froAf Mr. Sinai". Th~ 

passing on of revelatioi'f from God to father to s6n and grand

son ~e~ved to e~tablish Sinaitie re~elation for all time. 

R. Hamnuna went·so far·as to say that Jerusa1erit· was de

stroyed only'because school children wasted their time in 

the streets .. 91 This kind of exaggeration was common~ but it 

·nevertheless points to the importance the rabbis gave to the 

education of dhildreri,-

Resh Lakish i!3aid in the name of the Nesiah that the 

worl:d·eri.dur-ed only for the breath of school children. He 

furthermore added that school children may not be made tone

glect their studies) even for the building of the Templeo 

And finally, he said that he had a tradition from his fathers--

11others state from your fathers 91 --tha.t every town in which 

there are no school children shall be destroyed. Habina 

said that it would be laid totally desolate. 92 When Resh 

Lakish connected children to the building of the Temple he 

was playing on the word for builders (bonim) which is similar 

to the word for sons (banim). Rebuilding the Temple was the 

most important nbuildirig'f that Resh La.kish could imagine, yet 

even this task was not to be done by children. Children should 

spend all their time in study. 

R. Abba b. Kahana said that there never were philosophers 

among the other nations like Balaam b. Beor and Avanimus the 

weaver. Once they were asked if the inquirers were a match for 



Iara•l• Balaam and AYanlmu■ replied that to find out they 

abollld go look at their synagogues. It the children were 

•elrplng•, then they could not defeat the~, but it not, they 

o-14.9) Thia prophecy waa based on the ••r•• (Gen. 27122) 

•Tb• Yo1ce la the voice or Jacob, but the handa are the hand■ 

of &aau•. When Jacob's Yoice could be heard in the aynagogue 

and aehoole, the hands were not the hands or Eaau. (l•••• 
IaNel•a enemle■ would not preYall). But when there vaa no 

Yolo• chirping in the aynagoguea and school■, the handa were 

the hands or Eaau (i.e., I1rael•s enemies would 1ucceedJ94• 

Tbe nation•• 1trength va1 here dependent upon the quallt7 ot 

lta education. 
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IV 

RESPOKSIBLITIES OF C!H LDRElh THE HONOR 

AID PEAR OP PA~EWTS 

Ve haYe already ■een that sons wer e obligat ed to circUM• 

el••• Ndee~, educate and •rry theMael•es tr their rather 

414 not do thia tor them.' But th••• ••ents occurred at spe• 

elrlc tiffles ln the lite or a child. The rabbis, however, 

"" eoncemed leis with chronological age in designating 

ehlldhood than wi th the relationship between parent and child. 

And 10 their teaching dealt aore with a child'• N1pon1ibili• 

tl•• to hi1 parent, than with hi1 doing the require111enta ot 

a particular age leYel. In the aidra1hic collection Pepikta 

Rabbati t he Kings _or the earth were ••en Nactlng to the g iY• 

lng or the Ten Co11111tandMent1. With the hearing or each COil• 

MD4Mnt they responded that the d..anda ot God were conaonant 

vlth the demands any king would aak or hia people. But vhen 

Be eODanded Israel to honor (thy rather and thy aother), they 

aa14 •tn our codes or law it 1• aet down that he vho haa hla• 

aelt lnacribed bJ a aacred oath aa belonging to the klng lllldt 

NIIOllftCe hi1 parent1s but Iarael•• Lavglwer decree■ a •Honor 

tbJ rather and thy aother••• On hearlng tbl•• theretoN, the 

klnga roae tro• their throne• and theuelv•• pral1ed the God· 

of IaNel.2 God'• aatborlt7 did not requlN the ab■ence ot 

.._Plng parenta. 

Tbe honoring or on••• parent• vaa con■ idered by the rabbl• 

lo N ODe or th• 1110at laportant and the aoat dlttlcult ot all 
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Ule pltg•ot. R. Judah b. Betera · taught that Israel had to 

valt tor redeMptlon trom exile until arter Esau was r ewar ded 

fop the great honor he ga•• hi ■ parents. 3 R. Nehunya, i n the 

- ot R. Tanhwa b. Yudan, agreed, aeying •rn t h ts world what 

delaJed the honor due to Jacob! The great honor which Esau 

ga•• to hia tather.4 The honoring or parents :as viewed 

MN a■ being ao important that God would reward it in a 

na•I■raellte, even at the expense or delaying the r edemption 

ot Bla choaen people. 

•• ShilMon b. Yol'jal taught that God revealed the reward 

tor onlJ two or the plt1•ot, the ea■le■t and the moat d1tti

n11. '!'he ea1le1t wa1 the allowing a mother bi!'d to escape 

vbll• keeping her Joung tor one■elt (Deut. 2217). And the 

••t dittloult va■ the honoring ot on••• parent• (Ex. 20:12). 

Ia both caae■ the reval'd va1 a •1enghtenlng ot day••• 5 

•• Abba b. Kahana regal'decl the honoring ot parent• as the 

,a7lng ot a clebt. It lengthening ot da7a vaa the Nward tor 

ob■erYing thia collll'laftdlftent, how 11111ch greater, he ■aid, must 

be the reval'd tor doing a oOIBaftcllNnt which required personal 

eapen■• or rl1k.6 To hla, therefore, this oofflllandlllent va1 

not the IIIO■t ditticult to ob■erYee ~1th R. Shlmeon be Yot)al, 

•• Abba ta. Kahana concluded that juat •• tbe reval'd tor doing 

U.ae two eJtzvot vaa gNat, ao vould be the pmalahlllent to• 

-l•otlng th••• Citing ProY. ]0117, he aald that auch a 

penon would h••• hla •1•• pl~ked out bJ the NYen and eatn 
bJ the eagle.7 

fllere la a aenae in the agada that old age ln parenta 

la beautltul and that th1a beauty la eonnected vlth th• 



Nfl'llNMnt that age be honored. Thla aeem■ to haYe been in 

U. alnd or the aggadiat who related that Abraham complained 

to God that, aince eYeryon• 11Yed to be one hundred and two 

lllln4Nd 7eara old, no one vaa able to distinguish between 

father and ■on, or eYen between young adult and the aged, and 

Uma• older people were not being honored by others. God 

-vered AbNha••• pra7er by agreeing to eatabliah hi■•• a 

,...oedent. The patriarch went on and lodged that night. 

Vbea he awoke ln the morning he aaw that the hair on hia head 

and beard had aged.8 Accol'ding to thla paaaage, Abraham in• 

1,1ated, lt not the concept ot honoring one•• parent,, at 

1••' the poaalbllity that thla honoring be carried out.9 

To honor one•• rather, theNtore. va1 to reoogni&e that 

be•• older and to tNat bill aooordlngl7. Thia paaaage 

doea not teach hov a parent or an older peraon ahould be 

bonoNd• but there aN •111 example• elaewhere that do. 

Por eaaple, the rabbla delln .. ted the Biblical dlatlnc• 

tlon between •honor• and •tear•. a. Jomua .ot Slkhnlm pointed 

•' 1n the name or R. Lewi that 1n the oom104ment to honor, 

Ille tatber la Mntloned betON th• •th•r. But 1a the 0-

..... nt to tear (Le•• 191)) the •tber la Mlltloned befoN 

Ula father. Tb• reaaon be gl•e• tor thla NYen•l• bov•••r• 

le o.,ptlo and dlttlcult to underatand.10 ilaellb•N• hovnar. 

1, -· taught that Rabbi aald that. 10ft bonon bl• •th•• 
•N than hla rather beeauae ah• teachea hill orallJ (llt. •vlth 

wrda•). TheNtore. God coapenaated tor thla bJ plaola& the 



father tlrat in the coffllllandlllent to honor. But a aon tear• 

(or •re•ere,w) hia rather more than hi• mother becauae he 

tNche■ hla Torah, 10 God in thla caae put tear (or•re•erence•) 

ot the aother tlrat.11 

Wbat dld the rabble interpret the word •re•erenc•• to 

aeanT R. Joahua or Sikhnl• 1ald that a aon 1hould not alt 

la ht■ rather•• place, nor ■hould he •••n stand ln lt, and 

that he should not contNdlct hi• tather.12 Rabbi further 

..-lltled thll tln■l point by adding that a ■on ahould not 

•ttp the acalea• agalnat hla tath•~• By thla he 110at likely 

-t that a ■on abould not ald• vlth another ln an argument 

vttb hla tather.13 

And vhat wa■ •ant bJ •honor•, R. Joabua ot Slkhnlm 

laterpreted lt to Man that a ■on ahould proYide tood and 

drlllk tor hl■ rather, that he ahould ■hover hla, bathe hi• 

and anoint hlt1, that he ahould put hla 1andal1 cm tor him, 

aDI that he 1hould eacol't bill about.1k 

I. Sbiaecm b. Gaaliel aald that he uecl to honor hla 

father by wearing band10M olotbea vhen be tNYelled abroad. 

lat -a, vho va■ al■o a -4•1 tor the bonortag or on••• 

tattler, vatted on hla 1n royal pl'Mnta.1S 

All •DIIIPl• or what 1• ... nt to honor one•• •tiler vaa 

gl•• bJ Rabbi at the tlae ot bla death. Re called hi■•

lo bill and told tbea to be caretul to honor tbelr •tber. tbe 

llgbt ■bould be b\ll"lled in ita u■ual place, the table ahould 

be ■et ln lt1 uual place, and the bed ahould be apread in lt■ 

-1 place. Rabbi then 1pecltled that tbe two-■ llbo bad 
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. attend&d hiffl most durin~ his lite should be the ones to attend 
16 hla at hie death. 

In the above quoted passa,e. the question wa• asked, Is 

there the ■ame to,-ahitic basis ror honorin~ a step•fflOthe~ 

and ■tep-tather as there is ror honorinr, one's own real 

parent■! The answer glv~n was that to honor one•a rather 

•ant honoriny. his wire. And to honor one's 1110ther meant 
17 honoring her husband. The passage even went on to include 

18 one•• older brother among those deservin~ a person's honor. 

El■evhere there was aleo the implicit understanding 

that a ■on should honor his uncle/tather•in-law. In talk• 

lng about Jacob's getting a~ry at Laban, R. Azariah said 

la the name or R. Ha@gal that in thla caee the anger or the 

PatPlarchs waa preterable to the meekne■s or aone.19 In re• 

latlon to Laban, Jacob vaa both a son•in•law and a Patriarch 

at the aame tiffle, each vlth lta own role expectations. iihat 

•• Haggai ta~t vaa that where the two POles caae ln con

nlet. lt was the T-Ole or Patriarch that required assertion. 

But bf l11tplication, Jacob ■hould haYe acted •111eekty• toward 

bla tathez--in•lav in any other ■ltuatlon, thua abovlng him 

honor. 

Another example shows th• neglect or a child to honor 

ht• grandtather, ••en when the latter Niaed hi.Ill. a. Aba b. 

laoob reared R. Jacob, his daughter•• aon. When the boJ grew 

ap the grandfather asked him for ■0111• vat••• but the boJ N• 

tlaaed to bring it, saying "I am not yow- aon•. Thua wa■ 11• 

lutrated the popular saying "Rear ~e. Rear••• (Yet I 

••• no reciprocal duty as a ■on.) I aR your daughter•• ■on•.~0 

Th• ■en■• or this passage 1• that one ought to honor one•• 



grandparents, but that this eo~.rr10nly was not done. 

Th• obligation to honor one's parents ·also did not ex• 

tend beyond their death. R. Abun said that he waa exempted 

tPOIII honoring his parents because hie rather dled berore he 

waa born and hie mother died ehortly therearter. 21 

Sometimes the duty to honor parents could result in con• 

nlot. A vldow's eon once asked R. Ellezer what to do tr 

both one's mother and rather asked ror a drink ot water at 

the eaffle time. R. Elleaer responded that a rather ehould be 

••"ed ttr1t because both mother and aon weN bound to honor 

the tather.2~ Thia doee not eay that a rather did not honor 

hla vite, but only that a vtre 11111st obey her hueband juat aa 

a aon ehould. 

'l'he obllgatton to honor one•• parent■ tell equally upon 

Mn and women, though mari-ied V011Mtn vei-e not expected to 

haYe the mean■ to obae.-we thia ettzyah. Ir, hove•er, a woman 

lteoa• a widow or•• dl•oroed, ■be vaa conaldered able to 

honor them.23 

Could a peraon be c0111pelled by lav to honor (lit.••tntaln") 

hla parent■! Apparently, he could, but not tNNI the begin• 

nlng ot the Tannaitic era. R. Jonathan once auggeated to a 

•n whole 10n would not proYld• tor blll that he lhalle bl• pub• 

lloly by alal'lffllng the ■ynagogue door tn hie race. But•• 

Yumal va• aurpriaed to hear that, and asked lltlJ •• ,_u.n 
dld not ju1t ha•e the boy forced to teed hla rather. R. Jona• 

than did not know this could be done, but R. Yannal aa811Nd 

hlll that theN waa auch • law. Fro111 then on a. Jonathan tallgbt 

in the house or study that the law wa■ •• R. Yuma! had aaid.24 



When he thought a son eo~l d not be compel led to main• 

ta1n hie rather. R. Jonathan taught Huna b. ij iyya•a interpre• 

tation or the Baraita, that the 10n could use the rather•s 

aoney to do thi1. But once he realized that the eon could 

be torced to take caN of hie rather, he taught that the ■on 

had to do it out or his own account. Thia became the author• 

ltatlwe wiew and ultl111ately came to be attributed to R. Jona• 

tban.~5 

Although there was a atrong societal preaaure which 

would work to coerce children to proYide ror their parents, 

the obligation probably had a legal status aimilar to the re• 

qulN111ent or a paNnt to provide rood tor his children. 

Thl• l• eYidenoed by a Tanna1t1c tradition which taught that 

there were three people who had a (legitimate) grleYance in 

oourt but tor whoa there wa• no legal recourse : he who lends 

without witneaaea, he who acquires a 11a■ter tor himself, and 

a INaband who i• doalnated bJ hi• wire. One interpretation 

ot •he vho acquire■ a 111a1ter tor hiJUelt• wa• the person 

who tranarer Nd hla property to hie children ln hla own lire

tlM.26 

R. &bbahu was ■aid to hawe taught in the UM ot R. 

Jol)anan "One can go aa tar aa to aay that ewen lt a eon la 

told by hi• rather, 'Throv your purae into the•••'• the aon 

.. t obey•.Z? The rabbla conaldered whether thla paaaage 

•ant that a aon muat honor hia rather no 111atter what the 

peraonal cost. But they concluded that it nth•• had to do 

onlJ with the special caae or a tather who had •••eral puraea, 

(vlth one or which he intended to cofflJ)en■ate hie aon). 



And ao the teachlnR wa■ really concerned, not with the coat 

to th• aon, but with the extent to vhich the son va■ expected 

to gl•• peace ot Mind to hi• tather.28 

'!'he honoring or parents, thererore, included a recognl• 

tlon ot their seniority, treating them with respect, provid• 

lng them with the baaic hUMan necessities , obeying their 

vlahea and doing what waa neaessary, ewen the unusual, to in• 

nre their peace ot Mind. 

Slnce Scripture uae■ the ter!IIS "honor", "rewere", and 

•our••" to apply both to the relationship between an indi vi• 

dual and hia parent■ aa well aa to that between the individual 

ancl God, the rabbi■ equated the honoring, etc. ot one with 

tbe bonorlng, etc. ot the other.29 '1'hl1, they aald, was 

logloal, 1lnce all three, rather, mother and God, had an equal 

part 1n the Mklng ot the chlld.)O And becauae or this part• 

nerahlp, when a •n honored hl1 rather and hie mother, Ood 

•• ealcl to conalder it•• lt He had llwecl UN>ng them and 

tbeJ had honored Hla.31 And one Tanna aalcl to R. Na}].rllan that 

llben a Mn brlnga anxiety to hl■ parent,, God aald that He 

•• right not to ha•• llwed U10ng thn, tor had He, they 

IIOll14 ha•• troubled Bl••• we11.32 The honoring or parent■ 
In-ought God near 10 that Re, too, telt honored. But the De• 

sleot·or paNnta acted onl:Y to keep Ood avaJ (or, ln a more 

paa■l•• ••n••• did not brlng Bl• near) ao that Be would not 

feel neglected aa well. 

lawing compared the honoring or parent■ vitb the bolloPing 

of Ood, the rabbis vent on to ahov how ■ucb •re 41ttlcult lt 



•• to bonor parents. In the presence or R. ~lyya b. Abba, 

•• 1'1dab b. I>udatl explained t he teaching or R. Shilleon b. 

Yollal. The honor due one•• parents was ewen greater than 

U.t due to God hiM■elf, because Cod was to be honored with 

a•• eub■tance (Pro•.)19). tr a person had no 111eana or 

•.r,lng out th• prescribed Methods or honoring God, then he 

•• eaelllJ)t rl"OII doing the11. For eDJ11ple, one honored God by 

Nttlng aside gleaning■, owerlooked aheaYea, and the corners 

of one•• tleld, by glwing the rtr~t tithe, the 1econd tithe 

and the prl••t•• share or the dough, by ~•king a shotar, • 

Mlldcah and a lulaw, bJ reeding the hungry, glwing water to 

lbe tblratJ and clothing the naked. All theae acts required 

._ ■lni-1 U10unt or wealth. Without it, they could not 

INt done. But vith parenta, one vaa to honor them even it it 

aeant begging at people•• doorwaya.ll 

!be Nbbia illuatrated their teaching about the honoring 

of parent■ vith •••eral aneoclotea.lk R. !Janina taught t hat 

Ille aplrlt vith which one ■hoved honor to on••• parents was 

•N laportant than th• external -.nite■tation or such hon• 

orlnc. Por eUllll)le, he oontlmaed, • ■Iller 1n Sepphoria, 

-- the autborltlea iaaued • work•8UIIIIOU tor miller■, tol~ 

Illa father to continue the grinding at hl1 ■111 llbll• he 

... , to anaver the au.on■• In that waJ, aa, bal'II that mlgbt 

•- tro■ their dla1ati■tactlon vlth the vork 110uld tall on 

bbl, the ■on, rather than on the tattier. S- people even 

aald that the ■on her6,d cattle al"O\IDd hi■ father to hide h1III 
(fltoa the authorities who 111lght dratt hill to go to "oaa.) 
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Though the ■on looked cruel by making hia rather grind at the 

11111, he va1n•t, but rather 1e?-Yed to inherit the gal"den or 

On the other hand, there was a Mn vho uaed to glYe hla 

tether tattened chicken■ to eat. Once the rather asked hi■ 

eon where he got thea, but the ■on only responded, "Old an, 

Nt and abut up, e•en •• dog■ abut up when they eat•. And 10 

Ible peraon, vho gaYe hi• rather plenty to eat, looked generous, 

INt de■e?-Yed to inherit Gehenna. 

Other ■tori••• hyperbolic in nature, ■e?-Yed to illustrate 

that there va■ no llait to the honor one owed hla parent■• 

Onae R. Tarphon • .• 1110ther vent tor a walk in her courtyal"d on 

the Sabbath, when her aandal apllt.)5 Re Tarphon at-retched 

oat hl■ hand• ao that ■he could walk on th•• until ■he reached 

beP eouah. Once, vhen R. Tarphon becaM alck and the ■cholera 

•- to Yialt hla, hla 1110ther told the■ what he had done tor 

lier. They reaponded that ••en tr he had done a thousand 

thouaand t1"'9■ ., ... , he vould no't ha•• co11e halt way toward 

ebovlng the honor a eon owe■ a parent • 

•• I■taa•l'• IIIOtheP wa■ ••id to haYe ooaplalned that her 

eon did not honor her becau■e arter he va■h•• ht■ tNt ehe 

-t• to drink the water he had ued, but he would not let her. 

!Ila ecbolara answered her that tr that va• her wleh, then lt 

-· the duty or her eon to tultlll lt. R. T-1 CL Id Ille 

•tt•• up by quotin~ a saying ot the alllen that •t11e l•lr 

or •••l'J •n ta in hl1 own •l•e••"• which appaNDtlJ •ant that 

tor ■Olle it vaa a great ettort to ahov their paNDte honor, 

tor they de111anded much, and ror othen lt wa■ eaa, becaue they 

wnted only to set-Ye their children. 
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There ta aleo a case vhe~e serYlng one•• fflOtheP and 

father came into contlict. 36• RaY vae tol"'l!lented by a conten

tlou• vlte who, when he a■ked ro~ lentil•• would bring hi• 

pe••• and when he aaked tor pea• would bring hi• lentil■• 

Vben ht■ ■on Hiyya grev up the latter learned to NYerae his 

rather•• reque■t■ to hia mother ao that he would get the diah 

be wanted. Although thi■ wa■ seen a• a tultillaent ot the 

popular pro•erb that on••• children teach a parent rea■on, 

Ula ■on va•• neverthele••• enjoined rrom continuing thla de• 

oeptlon, tor it va• a more eertoua consideration that he had 

lied to hla MOther. She va■ owed respect trom her ■on deapite 

the ba4 vay she treated her husband. 

lllt the cla1■ic ca•• de■criblng the extent to vhlch one 

-.t 1hov honor to parent, vaa a■crlbed to the beha•ior or 

a IIOll•Jev naaed 0.111& be ••t1na.37 Thi■ aan, head ot the city 

coanoll or Aahkelon, aat ■llently vhile hi■ IIIOther publicly 

NNted hla, and when her aandal tell tl'Olll her hand, he picked 

tt up and handed it to her ■o ahe ■hould not be turther upaet. 

•• Blzklah aaid that though he va■ a gentile, he newer 

eat upon the atone hla rather uaed tor a aeat. And when hla 

rather died, he had the atone Nde into a relic. On• tlM 

the Jaaper, the atone representing the tribe ot Benjaaln (ln 

the breaatplate or the High Prle■t), •• loat. The•-«•• were 

told that Da111& b. letina bad a atone that could replace lt. 

•o th-, vent to him and agreed on a price or a hundred denan. 

Re vent upatair• to get it tor the• but tound hl• tatber Uld 

•ther asleep. Some say the rather•• teet vere on the boa 

la vhlch the jasper lay, and aome aay that the keJ to the boa 



•• ln hl• rather•• tln~ers. tn any e•ent, he returned to 

the •age• and told the~ that he could not gl•• them the atone. 

Th-, dlacussed thla •~ong them1elvea, concluded that he wanted 

IION 1110ne1 tor it, and •~reed to pa1 him a thouaand denara. 

When hl■ parent• woke, Dama b. Netlna went up and got the 

•tone tor the 1agea. When they offered him the higher price 

tor the ■tone, he retuaed, saying that he vould not accept 

protlt tor hawing honored his parents. God wa■ aald to ha•• 

rewarded Dama b. letlna•s behavior, said R. Joae b. Abln, by 

bawlng hie cow glYe birth to a red helter, which the ■age■ 

of I■rael paid it■ weight in gold tor. 

flle rabble taught with thla atory that onlJ good can 

•- troa the honoring ot on••• parent■• And •••nit a 

pereon doe■ not •••k to benetit from exhibiting auch honor, 

God would reward hi• an7vay. 
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!li! VALU~ fil: C!i!LD~S~ 

Th• ••lue or children. or more accurately or sons, has 

been l111pllclt thro~hout the preceding chapters or this thesis. , 

They increase a man•• wealth, naMe and social position throu~h 

their 111arriagea. They increase ~is status through study or 

Torah. They continue his line and maintain his property 

thl'ough inheritance, They provide tor both their Mother and 

tether when the latter become old. They link a man, through the 

doing or religious ritual, to the past and future or his people. 

In thla chapter I will preaent exa~ples in ~hich the rabbis 

eapllcltly diacuaa the value or children. 

There 11 a tannaltic tradition that relates how Amram, 

the tather or Mo1e1, leamed wisdom ti-om his daughter Miriam 

and a■ a re1ult came to be known as one ot the great■ or his 

1eneratlon. '-hen Pharaoh decreed that all Hebrew males that 

veN born should be thrown into the Ille, Amram declared that 

all hl1 toil we• in •aln and divorced hi• wire (the purpose 

of •rriage, to have 1on1, having been made impossible to rul• 

flll). Evel"Jone el•• then followed hi■ example and divorced 

their vi•••• But AfflNm'• daughter oppo1ed her rather•• de• 

oleton, arguing that while Pharaoh'• decree wa■ agaln1t only 

•1••• her rather•• decree (ot divoz-ce) waa againat all in• 

fant■• Pharaoh'• decree had ettect only in thl1 world, but 

Allralll'• decree wa■ not certain to be tulfllled, but, .... ,. 

decN• would ot cour■e be tultllled 1ince he wa• a IH4f&M• 
On hearing that AMr&ffl took back hla wlte and •••l'Jone al■o 

did the ■Ute.1 Miriam here taught her rather Miat c- to be 

handed down as "torah"i that even in the vor■t or ti•• lt 1• 
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laportant to ha•• children. The pasaage doe■ not aay why it 

vae laportant to have children, but we know that after AfflNM 

retumed to hi■ wite ahe conceived Mo•••• the chlld who would 

altlMtely coMe to deli•er all Israel rrom the •el"J oppN■aion 

that cauaed lmram•• original action. Children are vaulable 

to their parent■ and also to the nation Israel becau■e one 

ne•er know■ what deeda they •ight achieve. Miriam taught her 

rather that parent■ never know how history will end up unleaa 

theJ retrain from havin~ children, in which case they deter• 

alne not only that it will end, but that it vill end no better 
• than they knew it. 

!'he paalmiat taught that •children are a heritage the 

tNlt or the womb la a reward• or the Lord.<P•• 127c)), and 

the rabbi• repeated thla evaluation.~ In one caae the ••r•e 

•• •d• to ■how that 1on1 were both a heritage and a reward, 

vhlle daughter■ vere a reward on1,.3 Their •alue ln thi1 

etateMnt 11 twotold. That theJ are a reward augge•t• that a 

coU,.le recei•e• theffl troa God tor ha•lng done 10111ethlng meri• 
' 

torloue. Th• precept ot procreation le ltaelt a 9lt1••b• ao 

the reward alght be aeen a• haYlng been deaerYed bJ an7one 

wbo baa children within the bound• or •rrlage. 'l'hat 1ana are 

• •heritage• •utgeat1 that a couple Neel••• th .. •• an la• 

berltance tl'Oa God. Children belong to Go~ in the .... waJ 

that property ultl•tely belong• to Bbl. Both aN •N1J 1lwn 

ner to -.n to be taken care or. And having been oared tor 

hlluelt. the child will then COM to •lnberlt• tl'OII God ohllclND 

of hla own to care tor. 

• 
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n■evhere this ••r•• vaa interpreted, not to dlatlnguish 

Mt.ween •1•• and rerule■, but between God'• nature and •n••• 
It l■ the nature ot tle■h and blood, according to thla account, 

tbat a laborer 111&at work tor the ma■ter or the houe. H• plows 

tor hla, ■ov■ tor hin, hoe■ tor hia and only then do•• he get 

a aoln in payment. But vlth God, a un need only yearn tor 

eblldren and they are ~i•en him.4 The efflphaaie on the ter11 

•heritage" here 1■ that children are tHe. One doean•t ha•• 
to work tor th••• It 1■ not mentioned here that one au■t do 

■ltayot in order to recei•• children. They co•• to. Mn a■ 

N■llJ a■ doe■ the propertJ ot hi■ rather when th• latter di••• 

Ia both ca■e■ ,a1Nwe1 ,11e nlu or children va■ •••n in 

tbelr being a ll&lllte■tatlon ot God•• parenthood. When ■on■ 

atudJ Torah th•J al■o beoo• a •nlte■tation ot God'• law. 

TbeJ not onlJ are a •heritage or th• Lord•, th•J pa■■ on the 

heritage ot the Lord, n&MlJ ■lnaltlc NYelatlon. It Cod giYel 

- a ■on and that ■OD COIie■ to ■peak tb• holy word to bl• 

father (the text ■ay■ to hl■ gl'Uldtather), then th• child b•• 

ooaea a ••hicl• through whlob bl■ tat.her c■n experience Slnat.5 

Ia another place the uaolent benediction ot the Teaple 

prle■t■ wa■ interpreted to 1hov that eon■ were a ~lte■tatlon 

ot God'• Torah and al■o or Hl• bl•••lag and Hla gNoe.6 .... , 

ta. Lord bl••• 1ou" <•--• 6124) vaa interpreted •vtlll oblldND• • 

... , the Lord oau■e Hl■ race to ■blne upoa 1•• (I-. 612S) 

..... t ~-, the light or Torah (vhlob ■OD■ atud7) •IIIM • • •• 

AIIII •11ay the Lord be graclou unto you• (lbld.) •- Be IN•• 

JOII vlth children". R. lathan taught that Judah Ra ... al aa14, 

la laterpretlng "Oh that You would ble■1 •• (CbNla. ~110) 

tbat procreation wa■ God'• ble■alng. The end ot the Yene, •uac1 
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enlarge-, border•, va■ tauiht to mean •vith boy■ and gir11•.7 

OD the literal le•el, 1on1 and daughter■ increase a 111an•• 

ltoPd••• by Mr1"Jing into other tafflilie■ and increaaing the 

eta• or th• rather•• tamily and expanding his intluence. In 

a •re genei-al aenae, hoveYer, chlldNn ■eem to ha•• beea 

•lewd by Judah Ha•na■i a■ the ultimate blessing and wealth 

a aaa ■ight ha••• 
It•• taught that the revard tor ob■el"Ying the pltzyah 

of @llu•~ b!•ken val that the doer, it he did not ha•• chil• 

4Nn, vould receiYe thea.8 Thi■ paaaage says that the reward 

fOP doing 80M ftltzYot 11 wealth, top 1ome it 11 honor, and 

top tht1, th• aitaYah •l••vh•N de1cr1bed a• the ea■leat or 

all the pit5•9t to perrora,~ it la ohlldren. In the ca•• or 

Klablt, who already had children, her reval'd tor 1110deat7 va1 

tllat all ••••not her aona 1e"ed ln the High Prieathood.10 

Cblldren, theretore, were oooaetonally de1cr1bed •• a herl• 

taae, a• a blea11Dg, and a•• reval'd (the latter either Ju■t 

bJ their being born or bJ the ■tatu thelr deed■ brought) to 

tbelP parent• tro11 God. One addltlonal attribute gl•en to 

oblldren -· that the, ..... UI •adorwnt• to th• Plgbteoua 

... to the VOPld.11 •• Shllleon b. Judah taught ln the -
• 

of II. ShlMon b. Yohal that beauty, ■trength, vealtb, honor, 

vl■dOIII, old age, grey hair and chl14ND aN 0 .. 1, lo tbe 

rlpteou and coaely to the IIOPlcl.12 Tble 111,..., .... ,1. l• 

baeed on Pro•• 1716, that •children•■ chlldND ... the • .._ 

of old. aen ••• • 

I. ShlNon be Yohai al■o taught tbat he who lNft■ a NII 

1111G toll■ in Torah 11 as it he neyep dlet1.13 AeeoNlag to thll 
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•l•• the ■ ingle most 1111portant thing a un doe• in thl■ lite 

la to ■tudy and 11•• Tonh. Torah insure■ lire. So long as 

one•• progeny aN engaged in Torah, thererore, a J)el"■ on•s ovn 

aaalgned ta■k ts atill being carried out aa it he were allYe. 

And tinally, the value or ehildNn was sometime■ seen 

to extend beyond the boundaries or ramily. Son■ were ■aid to 

bPlng peace to I1rae114 and peace to ~h• vorld.15 And childNn 

"" ■aid to bring redemption nearer.16 R. Huna taught ln 

the neme ot R. Asi that the son ot David would not 00111tt until 

all the souls that occupied (the realm ot) Guph were emptied 

tl'OII there (l.e •• born into thia world). Each child brought 

Iarael clo■er, theretore, to the tlnal rede■ption. Th••• Yal• 

•tion■ 111ay not haYe teen taken litenlly then, but they were 

later. R. Huna al■o taught that children caused God to wl■h 

to• I■rael•• ■peedy rede111ptlon.17 He re111arked that beoauae 

the ■chool children twice dally ■ay ln the aynagogue •s.ye ua, 

0 Lord our oo4• ••• 106147), God an■ver■,"o that the tllle would 

approach when I could cau■e your rede11ptlon to drav nigh• 

(Pa. 1417). The torce ot the pa■1age ls that Cod 1a deeply 

110Yed by children at ■ynagogue■• In other vord■, the rabbi~ 

aav lt a■ Yel"J 1111portant that chlldNn vent and aald pul■: 

•ene■ there. In ■tre■alng their polnt• they 8ald U.t lt ••ed 
Bla ■o aaoh (1•••• lt va■ ■o laportant) that God ■lllllelt oOllld 

aot bear the tact that thl■ people could not be ,.. .. ,■,d-.. Ot 

eoune. lt va■ the people who could aot ata,ad tbla l'NlltJ• a., 
tbe ■ldpsh al■o teachea that the rabbla ■av the bebaYloP ot 

ablldNn a■ having the capacltJ to brlng God cloaer lo ta ... 1. 
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SOME THEOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS 

&IIDllg the several lnterpretatlona given to the. opening 

of the aixth Proverb, " !·!y son, thou art beco111e suretJ tor thy 

neighbor•, waa the explanation or one rabbi that it vaa a re• 

■lnder to Iarael that they had ottered themaelwea •• e•brJo• 

u a perpetual aurety tor the Torah. At tirat, when God had 

aaked tor sureties that Iarael would obaerve the Torah, He vaa 

ottered the patriarchs. But they were unacceptible to God be• 

oauae they were, the111selvea, in debt to Him. When Iarael 

aaked vho could it be that owed nothing to God, God reaponded, 

•1ntant••• So I1rael bl"O\lght babiea nur11ng at their mother■' 

breaata, and pregnant women whose vomb1 became tNDap&rent as 

gla1a ao that the eabrJo• in the vo111ba could••• God and ■peak 

vlth Hia. God aaked thea it they would guarantee that their 

father• would tollow the Torah, auch that it theJ dld not, the 

lnfanta and embryo■ would be torteited becauae ot th•a. TbeJ 

anavered that they woulds they an1vered •1••• vhen God ■aid 

•Thou ahalt", and they anavered •no• when God aald •Thou ahalt 

not•. And ao God said to the lntanta •out or Jov IIOlltba I 

1l•e the Torah". When tathera 1n Iarael reject tb• ToNh, Cod, 
• 

lt •• aaid, would torce Hiuelt to forget the ahll..._ wbo 

bad blessed Ri111.1 

There are laatances -in the rabbinic literature, aa 1n the 

■lfn•b above, where children were aeen •• having a apealal 

Nllgioua status. They were exaggerating the lmportanae ot 

children, aaid at dltterent times to bring God cloaer to Ianel 

for their ind1Yidual and collect i ve a1na. R. Judah aald tbat 



oblldren were ■een as having a special religious statu■• Ex• 

aggerating the importance of children, they were said at dlt• 

terent time, to bring God closer to Israel and also to be the 

Man■ by which He puni■hed Israel tor their individual or col• 

lectlYe ein■• R~ Judah said that when the Sanhedrin vent into 

ealle, the Shekhina did not go with it. And when the priestly 

vatche■ vent into exile, the Shekhina did not go with theffl. 

ht when the childz-en or Israel went into exile, the Shlkhina 
414 go with them.2 B. Huna said that when children pray in 

the ■Jnagogue twice a day, •save u■ o Lord our Ood•(Pa.1O6147), 

God va■ moved Hlmselr to yearn that Israel'• redemption coM 

,oon.3 

The Deuteronomi■t warned that •Ir you do not heed the 

word ot the Lord JOW" Goa to observe ralthtullJ all Hl■ co•• 

•ndwe~t• and law■ vhlch I enjoin llpml JOU thi■ daJ, all th••· 

ounea ■hall COM upon JOU and take ettect (26:15)1 ••• your 

■on■ and daughter■ ■hall be dell•ered to another people (28,32)•. 

Thia •lev that children would ■utter tor the nation•• negll• 

gence round acceptance ln the Tal11111d, but the ■tateMnt there 
• 

l■ cr,pttc. Since Ro111e wa■ then ■een •• the •other people•, 

thll tel'lll <e ■her) was modltled to ••n •atep•mother•.k Por 

tbl1 one authority, turning I1rael'• children over to Roae 

alght ha•• been ■een •• too harab a puni1hfllent tor Iba Clod ot 

I■Nel t4l execute against Hi■ children. 

!be death or children, while they were atlll ,._, •• 

ooaiaonlJ u■ed •• a threat to get Jew■ to ob■ene the NIIUI• 
Th• rabble taught that children died 7oung tor (their parent■•) 

1ln or •ov■• R. Judah Ha•na■ i aaid it wa■ tor the aegleot of 



Torah. ~. Meir and R. Judah dlsa~reed. One said it wa~ pun• 

lallllent tor not haYin~ a mezuz~h and t he other said it waa tor 

not wearing fringes. R. Rehemia held that domest i c ■trite 

would increaae as the result or unjustified hatred, and that 

tor thi• on••• sons and daughters would die while young.5 

Daevhere, a mother's neglecting the obse"ance or nlddah waa 
6 blaMCI tor her orrsprtng•s contracting leprosy. ·., e ha•• here 

both a theodicy and a warning against the pe~lls or not obaer• 

Ying the Mltzvot. 

It vaa tautht that God said to Judah that he would take 

a vtte, but bur, hia children and know the pain or childhood 

dlaeaae (ll!•Jt gee-~ bantm) aa puniahfflent tor hla haYlng 

brought anxiety to hi• rather Jacob by deceiving hi• and haying 

Joaeph captured.7 R. Iaaac b. A•adlml ••id that none or 

Aftahalom•• three ■on• were titting to be priest••• a punlah• 

-nt tor hi■ alna. R. ~lada aald that he knew a tradltlon 

\bat taught that anyone who lnanled hla tellov•• pl'Oduce (the 

ala or AYahaloa) vo\114 not lea•• an helr.8 A parallel vaa aeen 

beN between the tNit, or prod11ae, or a tleld, and children 
• 
vbo wre the •produce• or a tudlJ, and thWI th• punlataent vaa 

aeen to be appropriate. Such a •iev VOllld help to eaplala the 

aatterlng which •innocent• children eaperlenaed. But Ille pea■• 

- could alao be but another warning that lt 1ou •la• JOIII' 

ohlldNn vlll ■utter tor it. 

!be rabbi'• ••n•e or Juatlc• applied to the obU.... of 

Gentll•• aa well. Ha•n•• puniahlilent vaa aald bJ a. Le•l to 

••• been 11l\llt1pl1ed thirty told becauae he had tbll'tJ ohl14Nn. 
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T• died an unapec1r1ea aeatha ten were hanged; ■na ten were 

Nm1Cea to penury.~ There ts a haran Ttew or uod vhere He vaa 

eeea aa happily aasn1ng tne cn1.1.dren or i■raei 1 a ~~~ror■ 

-mat the roo•• to pun1ah theae nation• ror deatroy1ng ~ne 

T911p1e, through which 1arae.1. had eatab.1.1ahea ·1·oran. :S1no• 

&eN•1'■ ch11aren we,-. tne guarantor■ ot the Torah, their tor• 
• 10 

tetture would be paid tor by the children or the· •lotora. 

What ha■ so tar characterized these passage■ la that they 

point to the death or surrerin~ or un•~ecitied children. My 

N■earch round one incident in which thie theodicy wae applied 

to• epecltio indl•idual who had Ju■t loat hiaeon. When the 

Infant or R. ~i11a b. Abba died, Reeh Lakieh would not go to 

hill on the tirat day. On the second day he vent and took vlth 

ht■ hle translator (rnetucgern,n), R. Juda b. lat,Mnl vho, on 

R. ,ina•• cO!'llffl&ftd, rose and pronounced •'l'h• Lord 1av and vae 

••••4 and spumed P.is sons and daughter■• (Deut. )2119). Thie 

waa interpreted to fflean that God'• ange.r at a geneNtlon vhloh 

eparned Him would be taken out again■t lt■ ohlldren.throllgh 

their prefflature death.11 In thil •er, direct paa1age, the 

pllt le bome, not by the tamily, but bJ the geneNtlon. 

'l'b• TalllUd asked vhy lt could be that aomett..1 a right• 

_. pereon vaa rewarded and eo,retl•• he ■uttered. In the 

tint ca••• the Tal11111d answered, the t1addik was the - of a 

sutftk. In the ••concl he wae th• 80ft ot n•b•'• an ffll 

per■Oll.12 Thl1 explanation or th• rabbi■ had it■ root■ la the 
• ~ONhltlc atate11ent (Ex. 3417) that God vielte the iniquity ot 

I 

tlle father■ upon children ahd children•• children, upon the 
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third and tour geneNtlona". However. within the Torah lt1elt. 

• oppoalng •lev arose that ■tated (Deut. 24a1 6 J "Parent■ 

eball not be put to death tor children. nor children be ~ut 

to death tor parent1a a per1on shall be put to death only tor 

bl• own crlae.• 13 Both ot these Tieva round expreaalon in 

Nbbtnlc time■• In contNat to the examples above. ft are alao 

h14 that children sutter tor their parents• sina only when 

they embrace thoae alna themselves.14 

But ln ■peaking or the connection which linked genera• 

tlona. the rabbi■ introduced a new concept. that a child could• 

"1 lta ovn action, conl'er 111erlt and even atone tor. it■ own 

ln dlaouaalng the mitzvah of phlluph•Jl!•kep. R. ijln• 
' taught that, tllcNgb the !IIOther bird had no covenant or •merit 

ot the tather1• or oath1 t.-- Cod (i.e., cOTenant) it va1 atoned 

fOP bi lta children ln their death at the hand■ or the per1on 

wllo oaM aol'O■■ the neat. 1r thl1 were ■o, R. ijiyya ■aid• 

then bow aaob IION va014 U.. alu of U.. ohl14Nn of Abrahalll, 

I-• and Jacob• who dld ha•• ••rit ot the rather••• be atoned 

tor by their ch11dren.1S With the help of a gr&Jl'lll&tlcal con• 

etruotion ~•e•llng what ve would oall a •ai1plaoecl IIOdltier• 

la Dlgll1h (though acceptable in Hebrew) R. Judah latepPNted 

the 1tat••nt (Ii. 29122). "lrheretore tbua ■alth the Lord, who 

NJl .... d Abraha•• concerning the houae ot Jacob•• .•16 to 

•• that Jacob redeemed Abraha■, hl1 gnndfatb••• ti-a tbe 

pala or ohlldhood di•••••• Another authorltJ geneNllaed that 

ohl14Nn confer merit upon ratheN, but that tatbeN do aot 

oonter Mrlt upon children. 18 Tble vaa -the•-, ot 

ftlalng chilclNn. 



But elaevhere this statement •as contradletnd• •e1eaaftd 

" aN the t;addlki"e It ls not eno~h that they hav~ merlt, but 

al■o they confer merit UJ»on their children and grendehUdren 

anto eYef'Y succeeding generat i on.•,9 And it was also teuP,ht 

that it a rather was righteous, he protected his son rrom pun• 

1ahfflent . h ich would otherwise have been de~erved. 20 Here we 

••• the usual rabbini c high valuation or eeod deed, and t heir 

ettect. 

tor this••• the ~ractiee or sparin;: t ~4 wQod ot t he .,live er.~ 

vcrU:.,-. s:~ila!"l!. ~~~•e-~r.~ :h!l~!"en ~!"!r.J! ~Of'l-.,,. t,? ~~ 1,.. 

~!1,. ~ =: t,~ i• sa..~• ;!'"!!:::,le. l'~!ee ;i!-e,.Et tQ °J~? Qr; t.: -

--be::a.:se :.:~ V.=;~~t. ~~!' -:--a.- ~~~ e~ uro.r.•~ t:r.!le~ .. ,; 
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u.at Na■an he ought to be ■avect. 25 A■ thl■ lll&ft vaa ■awed by 
-the Mrlt vhtch an as yet unbom daughter would earn tor haw• 

las MPl'led a king, so AbNham vaa saYed rN>lll the tier, turnace 

(llbeN lil'IJ'Od had him thrown for having destroyed hla tather•s 

1 .. 1.26) by the 111erit or Jaeob.27 

Vhtl• the ■ina ot parents were given as an explanation 

or 11bJ the rlghteou1 1utter, the merit or children vaa u■ed 

to explain vhy it va■ poaslble that the wicked could prosper. 

111• rabbis also sy,oke or the relationship between Israel 

and God a■ an eztenalon or that between a chlld and lta 
28 parent. It waa taught that aa it wa■ an honor tor children 

to •lalt the ha.e of their rather, and an honor tor father• 

to •l•lt the ho.e ot thelr children, 10 I■rael made a hou■e 

(l•••• the T~mple) that God ■ight come and live with Bia chll• 

dren.29 Slallarly, lt wa1 taught that when God heard Bla naae 

pftlaed ln the a,nagoguea and school■, he nodded Hla head and 

Nida •&le■■ed la the klng who la ■o pral■ed ln hl■ hae. 

Vbat baa a rather vbo ha■ balll■hed hl• children! And woe to 

the oblldren who veN banl■hed fl'OII thelr rather•• table.30 

I•ra•l autrered ezlle tOP i.. ■la■, but God, ln Bl• POl• a■ 

panl1hlng parent, wa■ al■o 1een to aut'fer. SlmllarlJ, a paPent 

-■t effect ju1tlce (1.e., punlab) a ohlld, though lt vlll brlnc 

..rrerlng to the pa.-.nt •• vell a■ th• ehlld. 

The punl■hfflent or God val el1ewheN 1een aa ..... t• 

t■ra•l'• rajolclng. •pop wh• the Lord lo•••• He oorreot■ n• 

•••father, the ■on in who■ he delight■• (Pl'OYe )112). Re 

Nelr added •sear in mind .that the LorclyOIII' God dl■olpllae■ JOII 

jalt a■ a man dl1clpllne1 hl1 aon• (Deut. 81SJ.ll 
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,,,. 
Shl~eon ben Sheta~ once sent Honi a message saying that 

lt he were not Honl he would have placed him under the ban. · 

But he could do nothing because he was arrogant toward God 

•• a aon le arrogant toward his father; yet both gNnt the 

vlah or their child (rather than ~unish hlm.P2 There 1■ also 

a certain boldness which a child may express and which a parent 

vlll occasionally accept. 

Iaaac vaa depicted as arguing with God. At one point 

God aaid •Your children ■1Med against Me". But Isaac anaweredz 

llaater or the universe, •my• children and not 'youra•T w'hen 

they are good, You call them ' 'My tirat•born son• (Ez. 4122) 

but now (when they are bad), they are my children and not 

Youra•.13 

&tter Hoaea had two aona and a daughter, God told hl• to 

dlYorce hia wit• becauae ahe had COllllllitted adultery. But Hosea 

reaponded that he had children by her and thus •ould not tend 

ber out. God reaponded that it Ho■•• could not reject hi■ 

vite, who had gl••n him children who were possibly lllegltl• 

•t•• then He could not reject the chlldNn ot Abraham, Iaaac 

and Jacob.
34 

Thia lllu■tratea the special right• ot a child. 

1. Keir taught that Iarael vould be Ood'a chl14Nn both 

vben they were toollsh and when they were untalthtul. larael 

vould be the children ot the 'li•ing God' tor all tllle.JS Re 

,anlna ■aid that Israel yearned tor Ood to have d•lnlon ewer 

thn •• a rather has power o•er hia aon, In that vaJ, no 

hlaan would rule OYer Israet.36 Rabbi AkiYa made the dl■tlno• 
tlon that when Israel did the will or God, He called thn Hl• 

children, but when they didn't, He called them hla Senaata.37 

•• a rather would want his hungey children to be ted, ao Ood 

vented Israel's poor to be given tzadakah. 18 



•• Jo■eph taught that when he heard hi1 mother•• toot• 

■t•P•• he ■aid, •r will rise berore the approaching ahekhina~. 39 

1'hl• euaple 1• the closest one I round to •levlng • realnln• 

a■peot or God. 

R. ,antna told how idolaters once asked God how he knew 

that I■rael, who had received the Torah, actually llYed by it. 

Ood NBJ)Oftded that He was a witness that they obserYed lt en• 

tlrely. But the idolaters responded that no rather MJ te■• 

tlty on behalf or hie chlldren.40 In 11101t or the ca••• where 

God waa de1cribed as a rather, the metaphor dealt with Ood'• 

fHllnga tor t■rael, with Ht■ Lo••• Bl• joy, Hl■ tolerance 

and vlth the pel'Ranence or the bond between Hi~ and I■rael. 

H•"• howeYer, the metaphor wa■ u■ed ln teffl■ ot behaYlor 

that a parent wa• not pemltted to perroffl tor lt• child. 

lut the polnt l■ that vhlle God •1 detend the Jew■• they fflU■t 

Nally derend th•u•l••• through their own beha•lor. 

Ve do not ha•• here an atnandance or rabbinic ■tatementa 

applying the child-parent Mtaphor to the relatlonahlp between 

I1rael and God. And -.n, or the pa11age1 we ha•• aN hyper

bolic. •••erthele■■, we oan draw eOM conclu■ lon■ tl'OII thla 

•terlal about the rabbl1 1 u■e or thl1 tlguN ot 1,-oh. 

Th• rabbl•• to begin vlth, veN leader■ who aoaght to 

get th• peop~• to do thing■ ■uch a1 atudy 'l'orahe pal'tlelpate 

la Nllglon■ ob■erYance■, and gl•e tll49k9h. The pNbl• 

theJ confronted wa■ how to make an lndl•ldual reel obllpled 

to do certain thing■ which veN not e■pecially neoe1nr, tor 

th• 1 ... diate benetit or well-being or hla taall7. The-•• 
theJ found vaa to extract rrom the reality or the people the 

-
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etl'OllglJ relt obligation or honoring parent■, and tran■poae 

tt to their relation■hip with Cod. Ju■t aa JOU ove your pare 

nt• honor and reYerence (eyen at peraonal ezpen■e) ■o you 

(I■rael) ove God certain obligation■ vhlch the rabble 1pelled 

out. On the one hand, God ls one or three partner• in the mak• 

tng ot an lndlwldual. On the other, God la reaponalble tor 

ner,thlng, lncludlng your paT"ents. It a peraon owe■ honor 

to hla parenta, how ffl\lch the more so he owe• it to God. 

But theN 1• another aspect to thll metaphor. Ir God 1■ 

like a parent, He i■ cloae and caring. And yet•• Maater ot 

tbe Unlwerae He haa the power to glwe Hla ohlld all that a 

,-rent would vant. So vhy doe• Ierael ■utter aoT Th• rabble 

anavereda When ve ■utter, God ■utter■, .• too. He ■utter• like 

Jou, I■T"ael, ■utter vhen you puni■h your children. Th• l•• 

pltoatlon 1• that the ■uttering 1• tor t■rael'• own good. In 

tact, lt Cod'• punlahMnt va■ llke that or• parent, then the 

people ••t ha•• tound great conaolatlon ln -the thought that 

lt otherwl■e would ha•• been ..ach vor■e.41 

Otten the MN threat or punl■hMnt la ■uttlclent tor 

a paNnt to entoroe hl■ vlll. So, too, the rabble aed the 

UINat or Cod'• Juatloe to extract proper beha•lor r.... I■rael, 
the people vhOIII they deacrlbed a■ Ood'a children. Pall ... to 

obeePYe the mttzyot vould reault ln one•■ child oontNe,1111 

lepro■y, or ••en dying. Such a threat would be ••l'f etteotl•• 

aaang people who ~alued children ■o highly, yet top IIIIGII la

tut Mrtallty va■ not unco191111on. 



VII 
CONCLUSIOK 

114. 

'!'he theological view or the rabbis. that ~an•• ■uttering 

ta thl• ltre was the Nault or Cod•s parent-like punlahing, 

teach•• us a good deal about t he rnbbia• view ot childrai11ng. 

Children were 1een to haYe both an inrlated sense or aelt•im• 

pol"tance and a poor 1ense or j udgMent. The remedy to th••• 

detlolencie•• that 1•• the proper path to maturity. vaa through 

tbe teaching or torah (in the more general aen1e or the word.) 

The key tool or the parent in t h is endeavor was discipline. 

Yet, alth~h the rabble ■tressed th• importance or diaciplln• 

Ins••'• children, they a•oided dlacuaalng the apecltlc way■ 

ta ldllch thia vaa to be done. They aeem to haYe lett the dally 

... l■tona or child•ralalng up to the lndl•ll!ual atylea and 

u■te■ or the parent■• 

Bowe•er, when lt ca• to the tomal education or a boy. 

UM Nbbia ottered ••1'1 ■pecial ad•lce. Education no longer 

lay 1n the reala or the paNntl lt va1 the 1peclalt1 or the 

rabble. Since th••• teacher■ had achtned a particular ■tatu1 

ta the connm1ty through •■tery or Scripture and the oral tra• 

4ltlon■, they would be expected to p.--ote and ■uataln that 

eutua by establlahlng Torah 1tudy a■ the M■t llllpol'tant actl• 

•ltJ a •n could engage ln. 

Por thl• rea■on. th• rabbi• deYoted IIUCh dl•cnaa•l• '° 
the proper age at which the atudy or dtrrerent nbJeet■ abould 

lllegln. They dlacuaaed the relative priority ot edaoatl• and 

betrothal. They discussed the iMportance ot e■tabllahlftl a 

a,■tea or public achoola. And th-, ottered augge■tl- tor 



edaoatlonal fflethodologya how to encourage a •11ov• ohlld to 

Nad, how to strike a child misbehaving ln the cla11room (with 

a ■hoe lac•>• and even vhlch types ot teacher, were fflO■t auit• 

able. 

&a l111POPtant question still in need ot atudy 11th• de• 

SN• to which the rabble' stressing or the l191portanoe ot edu• 

eatlon va1 errectlve ln eatabli1hing • literate and ob1ervant 

population. Were the rabbis and students a ■elect cl••• 

vltbln the la11geP 1ociety! UP were varying degree• ot educa• 

tlon available and utilized by all! The controveP■J between 

a11 hlllel and l!l.11 •b•rnrn•J over who va1 to be educated 

Nl■•d thia line. but lett the matter unanavered. 

flte Nbbla were alao interested ln other aapeot■ ot child• 

N&Plng a, well. PrlMPlly. they 1tre11ed tho■• requirements 

of parenthood which ■te ... d tPOIII Scripture. Th• Torah vaa 

the ba1l1 or their enttn ■y1tem ot teaohlng, 10 it va■ the 

epeeltlc Torahltlo dutlea that d•lnated aaoh ot what they had 

to NJ both to parent, and to ohlldren • 

.. t th• efllPha■•• ot the TONh vere not tho■• or the Nbbl■• 

la Blblloal I1rael, elnmal■lOll UICI Nd ... tl• WN tbe pover

flal Nllglou1/natlonal IJlllbola vhlch e■tabll■hed a •1•1■ 

plaee ln the ■ocletJ• But 1n rabblnlo tlae■ tbeee aetlYltle1 

WN taken aore tor gN11ted and needed little att•tl•· tl'OII 

the nbbla to be oar.led out. Rather the requlr••••• of..._ 

•tlon and marriage e!lerged a, the d•lnant aoaoelll8. !'hoagb 

girl• were •rrl•d• a, in Blbllcal tl••• ■oon atur ,.._rt,, 
boJ• •rrled· ln the later teen,. l rather•• vl11 la ......,inc 
tor the betrothal or hl• children vaa sald to be ■upN•• 



WI•• hla aona grew older, their own ~Nterence would be 

etranger (or at leaat more atongly telt), '!'he rabble had to 

realnd rather•• theretore, to be cai-etul that ■on■ married 

•tttttng• vl•••• 
LoY• vaa not .. ntloned as a prerequlaite to •rrlage. 

•t lt vaa oecaalonally discu■aed aa an ele11tent ot the parent• 

ohlld relatlonahlp. Though the emotion la uaually thought 

ot la tel'IU or i-eciproclty, the ulti111ate i-etum tor lowing 

-•• children, according to one rabbi, vaa to aee th-, in 

tlaftl, lne their ow children. 

'Pb• reeling ot Jo,. an et10tlon reaultlng troa an eatemal 

n•t• and not requiring reciprocltJ, alao bonded taallJ N• 

latlonahips. A parent deriwed JoJ tro111 a child'• partlclpa• 

tlon 1n rellglou• obae"ance1 and troa bl• atudJ or toph. 

It la lntereatlng that the tel'II lo•• dld not occur ln 

dlacnaaalons ot the Nlatlon1hlp between albllng■• Golub haa 

...... ted1 that thll ■lght indicate the Nbbl•' awa ..... ,a or 

the •N potent reeling ot albllng rinl.,. 'l'hl• argu■ent 

la aupported by the uma1ual atate11nt that the dutJ to honor 

-•• parent■ extended alao to•••• older brother. 

!'be bonoring ot parent■•• the -■t lllportant dutJ ot 

obllclNn. Honor waa defined, not oni, 1n general tel"ll8 or 

ebowlng re1pect and NYerence. but alao bJ the apeoltlo N• 

.-tr••~t• or taking care ·or an aged parent. Aa • •PNltlo 

point thl1 ctutJ becalie a court-enforceable lav ..talob bad to 

M •rried out at th• child'• expeue. In addltlon. a ebl:W 

••to••• to hl• own circuaciaion, Ndnaptlm (lt be WN a 



•1• and the tint to open the w0111b). eclucatlon and •rriage. 

tr bl■ rather had not. No child could bla111e hla parent■ tor 

not tultllling the dutlea that aaMe along the way to achleYlng 

adalt atatus. He vaa equally liable tor th•• hlm■elt • 

. CblldNne ■pecltlcally son■• were con■idered a gltt. a 

ble1alng. and a heritage or God. Th••• chai-aoterlatic exaM• 

•1•• ot rabblnio hyperbole were all way■ of ••Jlng IMNly that 

ohl14ren were very iaportant. They increased a 111an•• name. 

bl• wealth and hia ■tatu■• According t o the Nbbl•• when a 

ebll4 came to atudy Toi-ah he becaae especially beloYed in the 

ei•• ot hi■ rather and ot God. When son■ atudle4 Torah. theJ 

beoa11e a link ln the ohaln which connected thelr parent■ to 

Staal. 

& 11•1• hove•er. had only th• opportunity to beo0111e a 

wit• and 110ther. role■ con1ldered ••r, lfflPOrtant but haying 

••., little 1tatu1 ln the 1oolet7. '!'he i-abbla dld 1hov a de• 

••loPN11t in the ToNhitlc legl1latlon concenaing 11°"9n. A 

alDOP or an UIUll&rrlecl daughter val entitled to be 111pported 

fl'OII th• e■tate other dead rather, •••n lt the latter lett 

no PNl'l■lon tor hla •••• 2 And a 4ov1"J tor ua ....... 1ec1 

lllaoP could be taken tPGIII thla eatate equal la else to that 

11•• her older aiatera.3 

.. t, ln the VONI or the Nbbl• th ... el••·· the ..-..i 

altuation or a girl vaa bleak • . A girl ...,.laed WMle• tu au• 

tboPltJ, tlr■t other rather. and then ot hep ........ She had 

little independent Yalu•• and no independent 1u1111. The u• 

oeptlonal llluatration or a daughter teacbiDS •• tatta.r , 



~ONh ••"•• •inly to emphasize the more prevalent attitude 

eloh categorized woaen with children and alave■• 

At dltterent occasion■ it was taught that a -.n ahould 

aell neither his daughter (tor a bondewoman) nor a Torah. 

The•• both had, therefore, a certain statu■ tl"'OIII which their 

•owner• derived ••lue. n■ewhere, it wa■ taught that a naan 

abould ■ell a Torah, it he had to, in order to arrange tor 

hla daughter•• betrothal. In thi■ in■tance a daughter•• welfare 

•• high in the hierarchy or a rather•• concern■• 

One laportant, it not the important expectation ot chil• 

.._n, tro11 the rebbla' point or vlev, vaa that th•J conrom 

to the will or an external •cent. Children in th• literal 

■-nae were auppoaed to becOllle juat like their parent■4 (only 

to the degree, ot OOIU"■ e, that the parent• lived a lit• ot 

~oNhJ. And Iareel, when de■crlbed aa the children ot God, 

•• expected to rollow Hla vlll. Pel'hapa thi■ 1■ one reaaon 

tbat the Nbbia did not Ylev childhood aa a ■erlea or real 

•tac•• leading to adulthood. Such ■tag••• in the JIOdem con

oeptlon, repre■ent a certain progre■■ion leading to autonOIIIJ• 

lat autonOIIIJ wa■ not the goal or the rabbi■• Sublllaalon to 

the vlll or on••• parent• and to God••• It vaa • aanlfe1ta-

tlon or thia aubaia■ion, therefore, that IIO■t often pNOeoupled 

tbell. 



119. 

IOTES 

(Although standard abbreviations are u~ed r or both Biblical 
and rabb i n ic wo~ks. in the ~ase of t ~e rabbinic sources 
I gene rally give thP. co~plete name o f a source the first 
time it is ci ted.) 



IOTES TO IN?ROOUCTION 

11o1omon Mandelkern, Concord~~tiee , Schocken (Tel A•i•, 1971), 
PP• 206 rr. 

2i991clipedia Hikraeet, Mosad Biali k (Jerusalem, 19~), vol. I 
00 • ,4. 

3Dli• 
4por a girl or wo~an, the renin i ne bat 11 used in place of 

ba• in thia construct. 

SI Sul 201)1; II SaM 1215. This 1dl011 1■ also round in the 
plural in I Sam 2611b. 

6p,cYclopedla Ntk?-aee t. •ol. I , col. 14. 
7114d,~31b; hl:· .x,eser ~neri 5_; Peaahim 65•: ~ Batra 16b; _!!!tb•rs ~ J 16 an e sewnere. ' 
8Tbere 1■ no article on the sub ject 1n either the J~wi sh 5:Jl• eY,~ODedip or i n the more rocently published ~ncyclonedia -~~!-Hli!IJ .. ~ .. t ·on t he raising or Jeviah children before the 

ra I'ni c period. 
9, .... A. Hastings, ed., A p19;1onaey it the Bible, Scrib• 

ner•• (Nev York 1901T, VO i . f , PP• 3or"rr.; doorge But• 
trick, ed., Interpreter~• Dietionaa or t he 31b}•· Ab• 
in«don Presa (New York 1962J, v0I.---r,pp7'55 r .; Paul 
Bel•■ch, Theolo~y 2! fije ~ Testament, Ltt ur g1cal Press 
(Collegeville, .·IIM. 50T:Th. c. Vrfozen, An Outline 
it w Testpent Theology, Basil Blackwol l (Oxford 1950). 

10 1pc7clopedia H\kJ:aeet, op. cit. 
11 Roland DeVaux, 4P9ient J1r111, lloGrav Hill, (lev York 1961), 

Part I. 
120.vaux, p. 20. 
13ax 2015. 
14o.n 4,)1)) 

1 S1u 2111-11 
16Saek 1614; Job J8a8•9 
17n.vau gi••• o•er t hree full pages to the d1tterent type• 

ot nuea g1•en to children in the Blble, PP• 4,Jtt. 



1811 Mace 7:27 
19aen 17:12,23, 21:4: Lev 12:3 
20£& 4:23 
21 Ea 1) I 1 J, · 34: 20; Nu 18: 19 
22b 20:12 
2l0eut 21:1 8 ,20 

Z4Ley 19:3 

121. 

25Ez 21:15; Deut 2716. The mere eursing or a parent eould 
theoretically precipitate this drsstie measure (Bx 20:17; 
Lev 20:9). 

26Ea 1012, 12:26, 1318; Deut 4 : q , 6:7, 20 rr., )2:7, 46. Thia 
dlacuaaion follows Devaux,~• .s.11• 

27Prov 1:8, 6:20; Ben Slra 30:1-1) 
28Thia la suggested by Deut 6:~, 11:20. 
29&x 13:Bi Deut 6:7, 20 rr.; Ps 78:J-4 

>011 Sam 1118. Thia .was still Ncited in the day• or the 
Naccabbees (II Mace 9:20-21). 

31 11 Kings 2:2 
32oen 45:8 

))Judges 17:10, 18119 

34a.n Sira 7:24 joins these two requirefflents in a manner 
which anticipates a rabbinic discussion (see chapter 
11) as to which or the two should be done tirat. 

3Sn.vaux, P• 27. 

360.Vawt, P• 28. 

370.vaux, P• 32. 

)&DeVawt, P• 34. 

l9o.va~, P• 31 ... . 

4°0evaux, p. 30. 

41k 22:15; Deut 22:28•29. 

42Deut 24:)-4 



4311 Kings 4:1; Is 50:1 

441eh 5:1•9 

450evaux, p. 16. 

46Deut 25:5-1 0 

4?Ex 20:5-6; Deut 5:9-10, 7:9-10 

481,ey 26:J9 ; Lam 5:7; Jer 31:28-29; Ezek 18:20 

490.ut 21~15•17; ~u 27:1•11 
50,u 21:1-8 

StI,ey 25 :25; Rut~ 4 :3 

5211 19:15 is one or many examples. 

53aen 1:28 

S4aen 13:14, 16 :5, 1712-u, 22117. 

55aen )0:1 
56,. 128:) 

S?Nal ):24 

58Nosad HaRav Kuk (Jerusalem 1954), pp. 126 rr. 

122. 

s911a,1111 Kasavski, oa?sr Lashon HaTalmud, (Jeru1alem 1959}, 
• Yol. VII, PP• fr. 

60Ibl Talmud, Soneino (London 1952), PP• 76 rr. 
61Itat Midrash, Soncino (London 1939), Index Volume, PP• )1 rr. 
62Ih! Midrash 2!! P~alms, ~illia111 G. Braude, ed., Yale OniYe 

Press { ;Jew ~iaven 1959 ) , vol. II, P• 590. 
63

.ni._ F!ther~ Accor ryin~ ~ Rabbi N9th9n, Judah Goldin, ed., 
----Ya e Univ. r r ess l New iiaven 1~55,, PP• 264 rr. 

64schocken ( New York '197h.), chapters XXII and XXIV. 
6SBehrfflan Houae (Bev York 1945), PP• 46 rt. 
66Jevish Publicat i on Society (Philadelphia 1967). 
67s1och (New York 1918). 
68~ Tor a~ F.a- Ketuvo v 1 Hg•Masora, M. Heineman, Dvir (Tel 

--rv1v 1936:)9), 3 voTs:- · 



69Jevish Eneyelopedin, KTAV re~rint (no date), vol. 4, 
PP• 21 rr. 

123. 

70En,c7clofedia Judaiea, Macmillan ( New York 1971), vol. 5, 
PP• 73 ff . 

71 Ex R 4615 --
72tn no case did the rabbis speak of a mother receiving 

Mrit from t ne actions o~ a child. 

7)Tan, Haye Sars 1 and parallel passages elsewhere. ---
74s,n 105a. This use or the term~ ( hu 24s)i1 5 ) occurs 

only one other time i n Scr i pture, Nu 23:1t). It is 
not aurpr-isinp: , t herefore, t l~at the rabbi s would seek 
to enrich its original meaning . 

75strre !ia.-azinµ 320 

76Qaa l. 74 :1 1 

77tan,~ 2 

78tan, v,xtkr3 5 
79Tbia tigure is based on a survey or the research done ror 

thia project. It represents an analysis of all state
aents foWld through the sources listed above. 

80stu~1,s .in Judaism, First Series, Jewish Publication Soc• 
• y TP'hlladelphia 1911), PP• 287-312, and the source 

or the Jewish EneYelopedia article, "The Child,• vol. 4. 
81Por a remarkable example of Dal"lfin'a influence on the study 

or child rearing in rabbinic times, aee w.:-i. Feld• 
aan, I1J.1 Jewish Child, especially chapter VI, Bloch 
(lev York 191ti }. 



NOTES TO CHAPTER I 
Initial Considerations 

1through the trial or temporary childlessness. 

~Y9lkut j Samuel 78 

3The term sa~• ha bo/ban c•she rejoiced in him/them•) is 
signifi'can'rand wlt be ciscussed in chapter II as 
the operati ve positive emotion parents demonstrate 
towards their chi l dren. 

4Mld h 127:3 
5.Iu 6!: a 

~- KilaviM 27a middle 
7lu 61b 

8yev 61b; ~ 62b 

9.11! 61b 
10&er 5b -111.al!& 10b 
12LL, 10b 
1 3Jiddah 70b 

14W 70b 

,sw 70b 

16W 31b 
17iJ:!a11 00b 
18~ 100b 

19ffedacim 20a•20b 
20w 11 2b 
21 Ned 20a 

22Ketuboth 77b 

2321ttin 1oa· 
24alt 70a 

25w.M. Feldman, h e aptcrs VII, V~II, IX. 

124 



~82a 

27111 60b 

28Peldlllan, chapter VII. 

29Iu J7a 

)Ola'IQit 2A. God was said by R. Johanan to hol~ the 
ey" to tne openi n; of the heafens , of wonbs and 

or graves••all life-givir.g processes. 

31111 J6a 

32sh■bbat 129t> 

3316:4. 

34Jb!2 134a 
35w_ 57a 

36Peldman, PP• 21 8-19. 

37llw!• 

38The custom or naming a child after a deceased relative 
va■ not known in the Talmud. The dau~hters of Ruth 
and Bithia were named aft~r Naomi and Jochebed, the 
V011ten who raised them(~ 19b~. 

3911141 Samuel, P• ~ 
40w_ 11b 

41The Talmud does not bring these terms into any orcanized 
and comprehensive discussion. I have, therefore, re• 
lied on the Jewish Encyclopedia (vol VIII, P. 270) 
vboae diaeuasion ie aurricient for a topic not central 
to the aighta or this project. 

42The term for this is !!11•J!!l• 

4)11Jl 44b. Virg inity was thou~ht to be aomething which, 
it loat before age three, would grow back in a girl. 
(It vaa •1ike putting a finger in the •Y•••> 

~12b 

451s6a. Usually a g irl was known as boggeret from age 12\ 
plua one day. 

46~. Where the Biblical law sought to keep real prop• 
erty within the fami ly ( Nu 27:1-11)the rabbis could 
only seek to delay, but not prevent, the aelling or 

125. 



ramlly land hol dinrs by an heir. 

47w_ 59b 

4,8W 48b 

49b ! 3:6 

50iaaiah 16:1. •They sent a girt (Ju.I: ) to the ruler or 
the land.• 

5111J! 31b 

52!1~ Kiddushi n 1:1 

53w 12a 

54Megillah 27a 

55a,,11m 121 5 

S6b.D Ji 2617 

57111 113• 

SSW )1be The interpretation of the Midrash eomes from 
reading nak-~, "name (your wage)" a s ~• kevah, "a 
V0111an (is ;,rour wage )". 

SCJLJ!.&. 16b 

60LL. 16b and~ Ji 59110. 
61LL, 16b 

62LL 141a 
631..aL, 141• 

~ 141• 

65111 49a 

66Sotah 12a 
67LL, 119b 

6Bw 25• 

69w 94b 

1 26. 



NOTES TO CEA?TER I I 

Obligations, Expec tat i ons, and Att i tudes 
or Parents 

1Beginning on folio 29a. 

211,1 49b 

)Beginning on folio 49a. 

41,1!! 29b 

55124 
61a Ygsephs 
7J,be 150a 
8LL, 1)6b 

9w 95• 
10m ! 5412 

127 

11 1 ov• 1111 understanding or this distinction to a discussion 
with Rabbi Michael Chernick. Ket 88b, Git 52a, 52b. 

12W 31b 

1.lJbE 131b 

14~ 134a 
15~ 134 b 
161.e. 1212-J 

17W )1b 

18
111a2 1)3b, ~h; b 156a, and see Jastz-ov, ?iction9e- ~- 373. 
~ ~ _ ,, the delay until the eig h day s said to 
. be "io""'that the son has gained strength (to aW"Yive the 

operation). 

19Th• details or both the operation and the ceremony or 
clrcW11eision are discussed in chapter 19 or Tractate 
§b•bbat. 

20r1rke 2-'li• Elieze~, chapt e r 29 . 

211Jili. 



22xa:t64b 
2lwebster•s Third New International Dictionary (unabridged), 

P• 1055. 

24Julian :-:ori;i:ens t ern, ~ites 2£ =trth , i·in !'"r !e,• o , DeRth, and 
findl"'ed Occt1::: ion ~ n.,t~n ;- ~ .:.>r-:-i:. to:; , r:e b r e w Jn1on Col-
•ge Fress, 1906, P• ,u. 

25~. P• 61. 
26

11!132b 
27Jevish Encyclopedia, vol. IV, .p. 94. 

28 ltl.5!.., p. 9 3 
29lall Tazria 7 

)Oauch aa Philo and later Josephus as well aa Saadya and 
Mal111onides.· See J ewish Eney cloperlls, vol. I V, p.. 9). 

31a.n 17114 

322a• £U• P• 65. 
13-u ,s,, ; 
34J9yiah Enevelopedia vol. V, P• 396; W 29a. 

JSW 29a 

36b ! 3s6 

37191 49b 

)STbe term ketan (pl. ~etantm), when wsed in a 1e1a1 sense, 
•• it was probably u3ed here, meant , •minor. This 
decNe, then, en joins a father to support hia children 
until t hey reached puberty. 

l 9The text does not uae the tera talit• but states MNly, 
-,•be ada zan ••• •, •4 man w reed, etc •• •.• 

40Tbe context leaves no doubt that they came to COlllplain 
about a parent who did not support hia or her children. 

411t,l 49b 

"211,l 49b 

4311149b 

~49b 



1.29. 

4Slll 50a 

46Iat. Ket 4:8 tolio 28b. 

47s.waan, A Tplmudle Anthology oites ~ Kid, cha!). 1, 
but I•~ unable to rind this passaee. 

48;vi11n 18a 

49III 6Ja 

solbe 5Jb 

s,gu ! 30:8 

~211,1 59b 

Sl11,1 60b 

S4r.~ 60a. R. Eliezer rorbade nursing after two years, 
~ut R. Joshua allowed it up to four or even fiYe years. 

SS111 59b 

S611160b 

S711160b 

. 58111 60b 

S911160a 

60w 89a 

61w 89a 

62IaJ:. Kid 1:7 
6)1K• Kid 1 :7 

64xs.77b 
65Ac~ording to Jastrow (Dictionary, p. 8~0) the hiphlf rorn 

ot the verb nahaq was u~ed to Nfer to the *sec ar• _ 
or general way a person •conducted• himself. 

66En,•ln 21b•22a 

6711162b 
68Sotah 49a 



69lall ~ Sara A. The usual custoM was to wait for the 
plisTngof t hree ~estivals (R . Judah said two fe9ti• 
Yals) before !'e~arrying, unless one ha d !lot fulfilled 
the mitzvah of procreation, or unless one needed help 
caring ro~ children, in which ca se remarriage was per• 
mitted after the first thirty days oi" mourning (Noed 
Jtatan 23a). 

?OL,L. 21b 

710.ut 16:14 
72w 109a 

73w 109a 

74w 109. 

?SW 108b 

16m 109a. These were popular treats with chlldNn. They 
-- veN given to them as gifts when they visited the house 

ot mourning , attended a feast, or celebrated a festival 
(Toaephta B1tza 4:10). 

??W 109a. Montefiore and Loewe (4 Rabbinic A?tholoBz) 
translate hot-phin matzot wea ten hastilyw i.e. taken 
avay quicklyso not too many are eaten because a h~avy 
meal induces sleep••P• 522). But Jastrow (pictiona~v, 
I· 490) defines the verb hot•p£ir in this Yery phrase 

(matzah) is distributed,W"""!mp y ng the opposite-• 
that children were kept alert by an interest in eating 
the Matzah. 

78w 109a 

79sukkfh 21a 

80LL. 8:7 

81 Tbia discussion, based on ~,Pi, 8 :2, is very clearly out• 
lined in the Encvfloi'Hl 1.a J una ica, vol. XV, PP• 475• 
481, in the artic e Succession*. 

621nc1clopedia Jw~•tca, ibid.; ~ 115a-11S'b. 

831.aL. 8:2 

84LL 8:5 

8SLL 9:_1 

86LL. 9:1 
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87L,L. 116a 

88!da, 141a 

Sq~ 119b. 
ski l lful 

iot), and 
90L,L. 139a 
91LL, 133b 
92Y.,. 1 33b 
93w h 92:1 3 

94w 29a 

95W )Ob 

96W )Ob 

They wor e ca lled "wise • (~ - n~n- .12!), 
(in their explanat ion c f ~o ~ah,,,-(.i2£· ~ 
"ri gh~cous " (tzid-~ -l.2.S) • 

1 31 • 

97•ey three ~eans i s the woman ac~uired ••• by money, by 
writ, or by i ntercourse . • • I• W• 1:1 (Danby 
Ill! Mishna~. P• 321). 

~- Kid chapter 1 
99YeY 61b. See also David M. Fel dman, Sirth Control i n 

Jewish Law, ?l . Y. U. Press (:l . Y. 1968 ) , PP• 27•41 whore 
the aut hor dlseus ses t he relative i mportance or these 
purposes , concludi ng that • ~atri mony ••• i s ordained 
b7 law; fi r s t ror procreati on: und second , for t he 
holler state which co~o s with avoidance or sin ••• 

"It ls not good ror man to llve alone• i s not a eom• 
aandrllent, only an observati on ••• • {p. 3)). 

100114 29b 

101IIX 61b 

1021a 61b 

10)111 2a 

104111 2a 

,osw 41a 

1~ 108b 

107lal 11 ) a; Yev 62b 



I 

I 

,oa~•deNkh z' shara. 
1()C)Iu 62b 

110W, 29b 

11111,sl 29b 

112&Jmentations _li 1:2 

113W 29b• JOa 

114Soncino translation. 
11sw 29b- 30 a 

132. 

116~ 29b. The actual meaning cf God ' s hwnorous cur se 
--Y■ in doubt1 but Feldman, Bi r th Control ,1ll J e~:i~!~ Law, 

P• )O, n. 4~ , gives an interesting interpretation of 
the Maharsha on t his passage. 

11711£ Ket 4: 12 

11811!1 93• 
119~ 143b 
120b!l ! 26:7 
121 See note 69. 

122111 , 3:6 

123111 4:2 

1244,9 (Soncino translation). J.P.s. reads •see to a life 
with the wife•••• 

125114 )Ob 

126w ,,3. 
127Ltterally l£,•l,e•~ ~-n1nut, •to toach hi■ a•cratt••• 

,2ew 29• 
12911st 29• 

13°1m Metz ia 107a 
1 3, if'UYYOt 2 : <J 

132w 20a 



13311..4 20a 

134~ l! 80:1 

135m n 80:1 

136Ls&, 9b 

1 l7Solomon Schec t er, • T~e Child i n Jewish 
cudies i n Jw~a is~ . Se ries I , Jewbh 

ciety TTnil a ccl~~i a 1c11 ) , P• 296 . 
~ occurs, f or example , in Shob 11 ryb. ) 
' . -
13e,,. 1, 3; 

139
- 105b 

Literature,• 
Publ ication 
( The term 

14°s.e articl e 
P• 280. 

• Evi l Eye• in Jew ish En1wc l opedia, vol. V, 

141L!!a. 84b 

1421.aL. 85a. 

143¥1!1 l! 74 : 3 

Literally, • ••• one underwent the surrering or the 
cave and t he other did not.• 

144,111 !t'l!.!!!, ~-
145ttark Golub , • The Rabbini c Connotations or 1-hav and 

ha•vav,• unpubl i s hed rabbi ni c thesis, H.U.?'::J.I . R. 
Tieii"York 1972 ), PP• 45.48. 

146.w 4:1 2. The only oceurance or the verb •to hate• 
--rA•neeJ , t he counterpart or ~--Av, was i n describing 

t6efeelings be t ween a daughter and her step mother 
(Iu 117a). 

1471mil• ! 3:15 

148ibe 10 b 

14911& 12:5 
150m·!i 51.i. : 2. ifa~ono !l!l•h••lll• See also Sotah 49• 

vhere Rabbah ~a½~ht hir r a t ner R. Huna that a son 
retums h is r athe~s •1ove• ( rBhme i) by loYing his 
ovn children. 1 

1S1s.e, ror example, Ya lkut ll 1 Samuel 78 ; !ilJl 31bs Tan -Iezria 7: ~ ~ 63:1. 



, s2lan Shemot , 
153111 50a 

,~ 50• 

1SS;,rnahot 2 : ~ 
I 

,s~ Katon 17a 

157Sotph 25a 
158~ 62b . Thi s i s a r evers al of the normal procedure 

-ii'1 which a son honors his f ather. 

, 59YeY 63b 

,'°w ~ 92:, ) 

u,,W !A 92 &1 3. See also Ia'~ _19a. 

162£Nv 21 b•22a 



1Deut11:19 

2w 29b 

)W 29b 

4JU.st29b 

SW 29b 
6w 29b 

7w 29b 

BIi£ 47b 
9~ 127a 

,o~ 127a 

11W 11 )b 

12il!l ! 49:8 
13oen 18:19 

14w a 63:1 
15m 105b 

161d 4::3 

IOTES TO CHAPTER III 
Education 

17n. 6 to Ned 4:3. 
18Sotah 20a 
19Sotah 4:3 
20114 )Oa 

21w 30a 

2211!! JOa 

23~ Fathers Accor dtr.~ ~ ii• ~,than 2:9 

24see, for example, B.M. 84b and Kld JOb. 



25lb! Father~ Accordin~ l2 ~- Na than 2:9 

26w a,. 
271ed 81a 

28LL. 85a 
29Ll!.,,. 8 Sa 

3°~~ •• nagi~a 1 : 2 m I 

l 1l2!31. 8:u. The Tal~ud (Y?~a fi2a ) shows that t he r abbis 
could not agree on howto tra i n a child to fast. 

32w 29b 

)311!! 29b 

1 )6. 

3411! 50a. The t ext is obscure and reads literally,•• •• 
trom age t welve on, {a ~athe~) ~oes down with him ( hi s 
aon) to his l i fe.• ( yored !·!:!.2 l'~ayav) 

3SLL. 21a 

36LL. 21a 

3711! 50a 

38111 50a 

l 9llg. Vayi kta 1 h 

40114 h , 2:u. 
41Prov 22:6 is a t ypical expres sion er the Bi blical concern 

tor d i scipl i nin~ a c hi l d . The exact meaning, howeve r, 
ot •train a boy Al J?! dar•k£• i s not gi•en. 

42~ 152a. R. Isaac reads •youth• (shahacyt) as•dark• 
ness• (;na harut) . 

1 

I 

43s.• Montef i ore and Loewe, A R9bbinic Antholog. chapte.r 11. 

44W, 30 b 

45Iall• She~ot 1; ~ ! 1:1: and elsevhei-e. 

46!1!1• She~o t 1:1 



47 Jastrow, Die~ ionnr·• , P• 169L. . Tar-~ rs ' c11n T!'lean 
~ . . . f w:-b d •" a variety oi r..::~~w 1crs rangi ng rom s. manner., 

to "degene~ate". 

48L.!&. 218 

49semahot 2:5 

50~ ;:S 

51ldl.1 ! 7: 3; Pesikh t a Rsbba t i 16:u6 . 

52I21,• Sotah VI:2 

53114 30• 

54w 30 •• 

5~. W I:7 

56p. 880, i.e., a8r ~Sb (pag-~ ~-~ de~ekh e r etz ); 
Yalkut Deut o3 ; Ye~ • ....&AL Vi : 5c top. 

57Iu 62b 

$BP• )23, as in San 76b and here . In its noun form the word 
ia associated with a secular occupat :on or trade, as 
in P1fiki Avot 2:2 snd Tos~ Sotah VII:20. The term !!!.!:· 
Di ~ om, for e Xal'lple , aenanded , according to Jas• 
trow .), "equi t y , ~ood manners , e tc. though no 
apecir c aw can be quoted for it." 

59w. 29• 

60W, )Ob 

61llt• Peah , se 11. 7 rr. 
62 Jastrow, Diet ionarz. p . 483 . 

6)D.1!!• 

64,W.,!1. 

6Sw. Ray. 174a. Another examcle or children participat-
ing n prayer is f ound in Iin• Vaziggash . paragraph 2. 

6612 ! 11 : 14 

671ed 20a 

68ili!£ 46b 



69l&DI ~•?!U, Elishu 18 

70Aala. 21a. ~n al l the rabb i nic literature, this is the only 
■ignificant mention made of Joshua b. Gamla. 

711&.L. 21a. Tha t synagogues served as schools ror young 
children i s ~ade clear in Kid )Oa and De ut ~ 8: ). 

72LL. 21• 

73LL.21a 
74LL, 21a 

7S1. D. Goldschmidt, T~e Pa3~over H2r ~a~ah (in Hebrew), 
Kosad Bialik (Jerusalem 1~o9) , PP • 22• 2 3. 

76x14 tolio 37d. 

7712 18 

78All reterences cited in discussion or the tour sons 
are takon from E. D. Goldschmidt, £a•~-

79LL. 21• 

801£ 28b 
81 ,aatrov, Digtionarz, P• ))1. 

82ml ! Ba~ CNitzavtm>. 
8)W )Oa 

84W )Oa 

85w. 30b 
86

B1t1• 16a 
8711:11.121b•22a 
88 Se• lu, 11311, ror example, where the revai-d tor teaching 

Torah to one's ch i ldren was the guarantee or a place 
in the world to co~•• 

89'14 )Oa 

CJOII£• Shah I:7 
91ihl!l 119b 



92~ 119b 

9)111!!1 ! Intro 2. 

94MI! ! Intro 2. 



NOTES TO CEAF'!'ER IV 
Respons i bi li ties or Children: 

The Honor or Parents 

1W 29a. See ~hapter III above. 

22)/24 par.,. The translation i s based on that or Wil
ilam a. Braude, Yale University Press (New Haven 1968 ), 
P• 494. 

3!11. Rab. 2;/ 24 , par. 8. 

4~., par. 8. This is Braude's translation. 

SDJ.a.., par. 2. Sea also Ibid., par. 3; !sJ:• ~ 15d; 
and~ Ji 6:2. 

611A• a1b. 23/24, par. 2. 

7lJW!. 
8lall• fu!n S~ra 1. Parallel passages include: 2.1,!1 ! 65:4: 

~6m-and §.In 107b. 

9aut 1ee also Seder El iohu n,hha, chapter 16 where the 
tir1t ten generations cared for their fathers and 
loah even cared ror his grandfather. ?he term hon• 
or la not used i n this passage, · but t he activity is 
an example or what the rabbis meant by t he te"'1. 

10w. Rab. 23/24, par. 4. 
11W 30b-31a 
12m• Rab. 2)/24~ par. 4• 
13w 31. 
1411!• Rabe 23/24, par. 4. 
15~., par. 8. 
16111103a 
17111 103a 
18111 103a 
19il!l! 74:7 



20Sotah 498 • The translation is hased on s~ncino. (one 
might note here a cas~ where a son was named afte r 
his l i ving grandfather.) 

21~. K!d 60b . See also~ 10 ~a: and !ll• ~• 23/21.i , 
par. 6. 

2211st 31a. 
23w. Rah. 23/24, par. 4 . 

24T~id. Seo also Yer. Ned 9 :1. 
~ --

25b£. Rab. 23/24 , par. 4. 
26~ 7Sb 
27w• Rab. 23/ 24, par. 4. I rollow the translation of 

Braude here. 

28n.li· 
29w_ 30b; ~• R4h. 23/24, par. 5. 

JOl14.JOb; !s.!• li!a• 23/24, par. 5. 

)1W, JOb 

321151 J1a 

JJW• Rab. 23/24, par. 5; Il.t• Peah 15c • 

.34.rtieae stories are told consecutively in ~es. RRh 23/2u, 
par. 6 and~• Kid Ii7 rolio 60b. neednot, 
therefore, cite each one individually. 

351t being the Sabbath, she could not repair it. 

36xa, 63b 

141. 

37w. Ra;• 23 / 24, par. 7. Parallel paasages include~ i 
1:1 : and lR.£• Pean r :1 f olio 1Sc, 1. 15. · 



1sotah 12a 

IOTSS '!'O ":i.\P':'ER V 
The Val ue of : hildren 

2JM Jl 3:6; M~d .f.1 127 : J . 

Jill ll 3i6 
4w la 127: 1 

5Iac. W I :7 
6~ a 111 5,6 , 1. 
7ttl'D:\tf 17a 
8m1 ! 6:6 
9.ntu,rt R 6:2. !Iere the '!9eva!'d fo!' doing t his •easiest of 
~he easy (mitzvot )• is given aa the lengthent ng or 

da7■ • 

1015e147a. : tis not clear here whether t he phrase 
X'kulan l'~•sho ~• eohen lJ!•gadol means that they 
■erved as h18h priest, or that t hey served s omeone 
else who was hi~h priest. However, s i n~e the s t ate • 
.. nt is h7perbole, the ambiguity becomea i rre l evant . 

11 Pitke Avot 618. 
12P1rke Ayot 6 :8 . 
13¥11! ! 49:8 

141,150• 

151,li ) 1b 

1
~62& 

17w. Jll11.• 17lu 



MOTES ~O ~~AfTSR VI 
Some Theological Cons iderations 

1w !1 e :l!; Sonr £! Sor.~!! ~ 1 :4:1. 

2LaM Ji 1:33 on 1 :6 . 

)W• Rab . 174a 

4Il163h 

S~ ) 2 b 

61d1 ! 15:5 
7Jan. Vgy12~~h 9 

8s9t,h 1111 
911& 15b 

10w !11 7A:7. Thia passa~e is translated in Braude, 
?hi Midrash on Psal~s , ~ • cit., but is not in 
"E1ii §uber edition Ol Mi drash ·tehilli!"l. 

11111 8b 

12111: 7a 

13The eighteenth ehapt er of Ezekiel rurthcr developed 
the . theme or indivi dual responsibility for sin. 

14111127b 

15Rll!! R 6:J. See also laJl T~tze 2 where this concept 
ot-atoneMent is given almlia~ expression. 

161n the Hebrew, the 
lova the phrase 
thua leading t o 

1711!119b 
18&n 10ka 

19Ii!!!l 8 7. 

20w ! 6J :1 

ehrase •vho redeemed Abraham• fol• 
eoneeming the house or Jacob,• 

R. Judah's reading. 

21 Illl Vay ik~a 5: Lev R 7:1: and elsewhere. --
22~ l! 7:1 

143. 



23aod tells Moses He ' l l do tt hish-vil•kha. ---
24112!!! Ka t ~n 28a 

25Si.!U l! 63:2; ~ ~ J6:u. 
26Louia Gin:her~, L~~enjs of the J ews , ~hort version, 

. ..... ....... ~ -oP - ~ Jewish Publi ca t 1on Soc i e ty (.h1 la<lelphia 1968 ), 
PP• 94•95. 

27l!I! J! 36:4 
28ror a fuller treatment or t~is theme, see Laura Geller, 

•The Metaphor of God •~ Parent and Israel as Child 
ln the Agp;nda," to be completed h. / 76 , Hebrew Un i on 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion (New York). 

291& ! 3ui4 
3011£ 3• 
31Si[re !&•eth3n,n 32 

32la • l!1U 19a 

))~ 89b 

)4W 87b 

35w )6a 

36!!li h 7819 

37LL ,oa 

)8LL. ,o. 
39114 )1b 

404yodah Z1ra )a 

41 sitNt u•ethanan 32 



IOTES TO CP.AFTER VII 
Conclusion 

1 Golub, 2£• ~•• P• 59. 
2L. h.ta. 1J:~ 
3L Ket. 6:6 

4Jlll 2:111 ?1,0. yk~h ~ l'vrak~a eleh ls.2!, hanim J.!!!•atidim 
la•A!?!2!! ~-.ll!, · r ,l'lT~ ,k •~-'tekna • 
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