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I 

aabbinic lit erc.ture is a reoor<l of only a f r 88Ulent of the thinking 

t he Rabbia did. t:ost of the thouch t s of ~21 ci.isapr,ear i nto the silent 

s r!.&dows of the pest, like the bubbles 01: a streac. They s ilhouette for a 

moment against the ~011iug fires of the al t a r within. and t hey rnay :perhaps 

glimne r for a mor:ient in th'? refleoteci light H1at comes fr01n the ~ternal 

through our souls, like some f l ower ot f lame a&ain st the curtain of obliv

ion, but soon they are i:;one. .6ach such flash of thoucnt is like a wi nter's 

sun that rises too late and sets too soon. Before we have a chance of dllOW

ing what we think: we have tor0otten arui it has past on t o the sheol where 
. 

dead d.Nsms go or to t he ;;eventh Leaver. from i'lhere they oame. The ideas 

that survive among the generati ons of ::ien are usually the ones that repeat 

themselves to us anu otten their repetition is r:'le rely due to t he insistant 

r&petition of social stimulus. :iociety, both <iirecTi l y , t; l1ruu~ the se lect

ive editillg of the compilers, e.nci 1nciirect l:,, thr out)l ~he subt le pre~sure 

of tradit ions working both consciously and through s12&eestion. ::tc.kes it 

very difficult :or the uew 1Qea to survive, even if it has bee~ for t unate 

eno~h t o linger in the conaciouunes~ of the iudivi<iual . Thus all that 

co:.1es do"'lll to us through the reco rds .., f t he past a ~e a few trstrner.t a ry 

selections of the few thou[:hts s oc iety has approved. out ot t.he :-ich treas-
1 

ury of e x:per i ence of t.hese souls; an.a. the res t is beyona. us t oreve r . The 

resul t is a seeming unity that is •1ui1.e unt rue to t he ac t ual :acis. The 

oar etul stu<ient shuula. rea lize that t he abseLJCe of eviueucc is uot. the 

evidence of absence , anu there was .co ?"e i n the 1.1.i m past t.han ·;;e will ever 

be able to ~ow. I n liJle w1 th t h is at. tituu.e it 1s with great 9leasure 

t hat we reaa. the humble 'l'.O rds of .:ichechter in the i nt rou.uction t o his 
2 

book on Rabbinic theology, "j,ll that. these tragmei. t.s can offer us a:-e 



some aspects ot t he t.baology of t he Rabbis ••• A:Dy attempt a t an orderly and 

oOtilp lete system of Babbinic theol ogy i s an impossible task, t or our mater

ials are too scanty tor such a. purpose." 

On the other hanca., oue weakness of the Rabbis comes to our r escue. 
3 

They respeotea their tra~itions □ore than i ntellect ual finesse. This per -

mitted t he s urvival ot many contr a dictory ia.eas that woul d ot herwise have 

been discarded. The result is that Rabbinio theology is a syncretism not 
4 

a system; a sort ut pantheum or gargoyle like a fflallY-he.nded Siva. It iS 

simil ar to one of the composite phot ogr apbll that Joseph J acobs usea. t o t ake 
5 

of t he boys of Wb1t echapel; the ghost of each of the components i s there. 

II 

Let us a.efiue our t erms : .By Rabb i nic lit era iure we c eau, in this 

paper, as much of the .W.sbna, Talr:l.t1a. ana. Miu.rash the ·11ri ter coulca. reach. 

This is not preseut eo. as an exhaustive analysis ot t he Rabbini c ::iateria l 

but werely as an intro<i'4Ct ion i.O a ::iore thorou~ s t udy in the i'ut..ire. 

By p rayer is r.:eant intercourse wi. th f...'l idea l being ( or be:.~ ) conct':ived 
6 

as objec t ively existent , ~eri or, personal , e.nd r esponsive. I t infplies: 

1. Belief i n a u.iviue something outs i cie of man anu. soci'ety that is 

a . Gb j ectivel y existent, 

b. superior, 
7 

c . ;>ersonal. I 1, hears anu. Call !'es ponc.i. as u.oes a person. .Che 

~ivine-huma.u relationshi p i5 felt i n terms ot social r e latious . 

d. Friendl y i;o i.U:::n. 

2 . The i nt ercourse ~ a conversation ···ith a 1"xh ou" f e l t i o be 

present. 

;;. A pattern of behavior ana. thout_:ilt. as necessary condi t.ions ( though 



not al\'rays explicit) for the b ~·e.nt itlf ot any pe titions ~ o.e t o this 
8 

Being. 

The "Nora. "ett i caoy" may ::1ean either powe r to p r oui..ce ce rtain effects, or 

a 1:iode of etrectinc; a result , or r:1erely "effect " • To use the v.ord in the 

l ast s euse is to do<,lf;e the probler.i raisea. by thOse whc sey reli(:ion is ef

fete anu. 1Jr a,ye r has an efl'ect bllt no inherent unique pov,er. 7/e are using 

the "Ord in the !'irst se use, of a power inherent i n p r ayer. 'rhis what the 

Rabbis maant; &1n we will tey not only to state the power they sai d it ha.~. 

but also to make clear that they thought this 1>ower was apoc!ictic in the 

two- fold s ense of being absolutely certain ana. relat. e~ to a ' protasis •--

a.n ' if ' clause. a set of preliminary concilt ions. 

The Babbis believed that prayer c oula. a.o t hings , out only if it 

~ 
oooplieu. ~1th certain conciltions: psyoholo~ic&l, social, aud physical. 

They dia. ~ot .:ie.ke all these co~~itions l e 0-a.l re~uireccLts ; but t he ?Ja Lure 

of their emphasis was such that the efficacy of pr~•er was thought to be 

!)roport iona l to one •s compliance with these conditions . We will now cou

s ider thei r illmninat ing stat ement s about the f on.1, t i me , p lace, body , ob

j ects, voice , characte r, anu psyoholoc ical requi r ern~nts .1"" r--,-,, · 



QIJW~R I - !:SmM 

(a) A. prayer should begin and end with praise of God. This was 

derived tram the p r ayer of ~os es (Jleut . S3 ), .&6Vid (Pa. 149), Solomon (1 

K. 8,23; 2 Chr. 6:14). Tha following tonns ·are modelleu on t his principle: 

1. The Amidae ~he weekda;y tonn has nineteen paragraphS of vzhich the first 

three are praises , the l ast three thank.Sgivillt,S , a.nu the intermediat e 

thirteen benedictions a:"8 petitions (Sifre .Jltut. 33:2; Ab. zar. 7b; 

J. Ber. 4<l). 

2. Peswm ~•z1mra, verses of song: a selection ot bymnS and praises from 

the paalzm and othe r parts of the Bible. It was aacied before the praye r 

p ro1,er in the morning service i n acc ora. with the Talmudic principle that 

praise of God should p recede p rayer. It seel!l8 that t he entire order of 

the service was base<i. on this princip le, tllat 1111hevaoh" (praise) cust 

p recede "tetilla" (p~er) {Der. 32a). 
J 

' 3 . b.'very benediction ahould begin: "Boru.oh ato auonoi elohenu mE.lech ho 'olom11 , 

and conclude with a •boNch• unless it ia a blessing over fruit or fol

lowed b-J anothe r benediction (Ber. 12&, 46a). Rav said: A beneuiction 

Which contains no roention of the divine name is no benediction. R. 

Yobanan aaid: A benediction which contains no reference to the o.ivine 

kiDGship is n o benediction (Taan. 40b) • R. J ose, cont emporary of R. weir, 

s a id: He who chant:es the tom of the beneti.i ctions as fis eJ. by the ·,'lise 

( with above details) has faileu to fulfill his obllcat i ons (Be r. 40b) • 

(b) A prayer should noi be t oo eulogis i ic of God.. In R. Ranina ' s p r es

ence a man bei.,-an t.o pray: 0 God, the Great, the Kighty , the Awtu.l, the 

Hoble , the ? owertul, the 'l'errible 9 the .it r one a11u. .?uissant, the lndubi.-ble, 

the Glorious ••• Ra.nina wai ted unt il he bad finished and said: Rave you finished 

all t hese p r a ises of your Lord? What are all these for? We ha~e t h ree that 
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W8 use (strong, mii;nty, a wful) anu. we should not venture to use these bad 

not lloses uttered them in the Law (.Deut. 10:17) an'1. the men of the Great 

SynaGQgue appointed th91D in the prayer. Anci. you run on with all these 

(.Ber, S3b) • R. YOhemn even coes so far as to say that he 11ho reci tea the 
9 

praise• of God inordinately will be extirpated from the world (Meg. 13a) • 

Perhaps it 1a the desire to p revent suoh crudities t hat is behind the Tal

mudic statement: A man should go to a sage to teach him the benedictions 

so that he should not oo:ir.iit sacrilege (Ber. 35a). 

(c) We msq use any language for our p rayers. R. Jud.ah the .? rince 

said Onl)f Hebrew should be used, but the o he rs mainta1~ t bai we may use 

a~ langu.aee tor prayer (1.1. Sota 7: l; Sota 3S&) . 

( d) We should not have long prayers. ~he prayer of tho wise is 

brief (!!.elt. .Bea.balach) • lab Runa said i n the na.rne of R. Lleil': A man •s 

word& should always be t .. befo::,~ the Holy One blessed be He, as it 1.S said, 

Be not rash With t~ mouth a.nu. le t not t~ heart be ha.Sty to ut1;er a word 

before God; tor God la in heaven and thou art upon the earth; therefore 

let t~ \110rd.a be tew (Ber. 61a). R. Yohanan deprecates long prayer because 

it leaci.s to disappointment cf '2f..> ·-t•f N ~ (Ber. S2b) . 

1!he Ltidrash says, Uoses may have p rayed. forty u.ays a nu :tort.y 

nights (.Deut . 9:25) but he elso l!&Ue the shortest prayer: 0 God, heal her 

now I beseech Thee ~f1<1 --al f<J JJ. (lhlm. 13:13; Ber, 34&) . ~• Talmud 

quotes the very brief niGht prayer of a student: Into thy hands I c 01mnit 

my spirit. Thou hast rede~meu me, 0 Lord, .f'ai th1'Ul King (Ber. 5a). !.loses 

was praying on the brink of the Red ::iea. God interrupts him sayings :loses, 

my children are in trouble , :..'he sea shuts off their way and the ene~ _)ur

sues, and you stand the , e and make a lon& pr~er. 7/hy cries t t hou unt o l,le? 
10 

There is a time to p rolong praye r auu a t i me t o ualte it short (~ek. jjesh. 3) . 
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(e) l>r&.¥er shoulu. not be too frequent . We do know of some Rabbis 

Who woula. not preg tor thir ty Ila~ (R. Juo.ah, R. H. ~5; :.iamuel •a father tor 

t hirty days after a Journey, ~rub. 65). The ~almud tells the story that 

Antonius asked the Patriarch Juda.hi Why do you not pra,y every hour? Por

bidden, as the answer. Why? Lest a man get into the habit of calling on 

the Almighty thoughtlessly. btonius did not see the validity ot this 

ans•r until Rabbi tried it on him by p resenting himelf once an hour, be

ginnb:ig 1n the early morning and greeting him with easy familiarity: Good 

momtIJg , sir, 0 »nperor, your good hea lth , 0 Xing. '.1.'he eq,eror e xcl aimed 

ind igoant lyz iVbat do you mean by treat ing royalty wi i.Jl s uoh dis r es pee t. 

The Babbi replieds If you, a mere mortal king , resent beint; salut e'1. t hu.s 
ll 

every hour, how mnoh more the sove retgnKing of Kings (Tanh. ed . Bu. ?.11.kez 11). 

An opposit e attit ude ia found. i n t he Talmud.le stat emen t t hat every

t hing enJoyed in the .vorld re~u.ires a bene c.i.iction. Whoeve r o.oes not cake a 

beneci.i~tion at each such oooas lon commi t s sacrilege (Be r . ~5a ). R. Meir 

sets do"'1 t he principl e t hat a man is obliged to recite one hunureci. bene

dict ions dally. ~his became the bas is of the cu,.ily liturt;;Y co~ ilea. i n the 

ninth century by Natrona! c;aou tor a Spanish ..;ongragation (B. t.ien. 4~b). 

We also have a pa.ss&t;e where R. Hanina recomoeuc.ls l e ll6thy p rayers (Ber. ~2b) • 

It is 1nterest1Jlli t o note 1. h.&t the same R. Aki ba Who t ried t o makS public 

p rayer brief woul~, When he p reyed priva t ely , p ray so l oot; ana. uevouteci.ly 

that if you left hie pr eying on one siue of the synas Ob'Ue , when you returned 
12 

you would find him on t he other sla.e ('t os • .Ber. 3:5) . 
J, .. .;.,r. 

( f) ~he p rayers shoulu f ollow a c ertai n orcier.l The statement 

,.,.f'&I' hi< "t-, r,..{ (R. B. 3ba) i s oft en repea t ea. i n L.;.ish.Da &.na. .1:a l mua.. "fie e ~n 
rfv· r '""' 

have the story that God sh owed ~oses the "Seder 'letilla11- - order of pr a..ve r 



., 

(R. H. l 7b) . It is i nteres t ! ~ that the name of the collect ion of prayers 

by Amram Gaon 118.S "Si duur", derived from the l ei.ea of p r ~ferable order for 

our pr ayers. How di d this idea of the specific content anci order of 9rayer 

arise? We bear that R. Gamaliel II of Jamnia, livill{; aft er th e des truction 

o i t ne ·l'eraple, gave to the daily common prayer of the indiv ia.ual a fixed 
13 

c0%¢ent and. order. With tno exceptions--t be special prayer he asked Samuel 

the Lit tle t o prepare against the Sectarians, and making the .Evening Service 
14 

oom,pulsory for the individual--he followed the order of p rayers a lready fixed 

in t he Synagogue. The order ana. fonn of the Synagogue pr~ers of this time 

were t o a great degr ee t he result of the Babyl onian Exile al'.lli t.he Second .De

a truc t ion of the ~emple. The fon:ier started. anci. the latter supplemented the 

Syuas ogue ritual. 

I n the lonel!.:ld:::S of t he Exile, after t he Fi n;t ;Jestn..ction of t h e 

Temple, the S1J1&gogus was fO>."lll8d• Pa. 1~7 sugcests encl Zech. 7:5 r e f e rs 1D 

memorial days where there would be devotional a.ssembli es with pr aying and. 

tasting. The readine of the Shema twi ce daily probabl y be~-a.n i n t he Baby

l onian Exile, in order to oppose Persian dualism. The fact t hat i i -ms 

celled "Xabalat h 01 Ual chus Shoma.im" indicat es .. het i t s ob,jec t was t o be a 

decla ration of I srael ' s fundamental belie f i n God ' s unity. In all likeli

hood this Jewish pr ac :. ice was taken from t he lla.zd.ean ·:1orsb i pper s . The 

Avesta says t h.at every morninr; ~hey neilea tne rising sun , t he god :.ithraS• 

with the sacreC:. pr ~ er , Asheu Vohu, anu t hey bade fare,'1ell to t he set t.l.118 

sun wi th the same pra~•er. -he ::ibema was p r oba bl y r ec itea orig inally tac

ing the rising sun am out in the f ields. Later the ?harisees r e~-ar d.ed 

this proceciure as a fQ&an p ractice. It theretore ceaseu to be the cust1>m 

t o recite the ::,heoa 1n the open a.nu. a t t he time of sunris e , and came to be 
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15 
recited at leas fixed t imes in the Synagogue or ~ em,ple. ?he l.lem, too, 

is consider ed to be ot ~h e early Persian period, as it r e fers to God as the 

Xing ot Xin~ &nQ makes no ref erence to the rebuilding ot the ~enu>le. 

l'heu the Temple was rebuilt the Synagogue institution was p reserved 

and continued t o dev elop. When t he Romans finally destroyed the '.i'emple the 

prayer ot the Synagogue wa.s declared a substit ut e tor the Temple sacrifices. 

and this led t o !:l8ll3' ac!di ti ons in the Synae ogue ri tual. The idea that 

sacrifices can be replaced by prayers {Ber. 26b; Num. r. 18) bad already 

grown up by neoessUy in the First ~xile and bao. f ound express ion in t he 

Psal.d i ".lcoept l beseech Thee the tree will ottering of my mouth" ( 119: 

108); "Let ~ prayer be set forth as incense before '.lhee" (141:2 ). ~his 

idea is once again emphasizea.. While some, like R. Joslma b. :S:anania, a 

Levitical siDger of the .1:emple. and others calleu the "Avelei '...'ziontt 

(UOurners ot Zion) bad lamen ted: Woe unto us t hat the Te~le is destroyed, 

the p lace where I srael •s sins are atoned {A.both Jim ch. ~), R. Yohallan b . 

Zaldtai , t heir spiritual lead.er, answer ed: i.iY son, be not worrieo.; ,1e have 

a way ot atoneoent which is as irporiant as these (sacrifices ) an~ that 

is: charity t o the poor anQ pr a yer three t ines a u..a;y (IbiQ.). R. Loa.Im 

ell;Plains Ros. l ~: 3 , Say unto him. alto&.-ether :or give ini~uity ~ a ccept 

,1hat ia good; so we will renu.er (1.llSteao. 01) bullocka {the worQS) ot our 

lip s. What 8.ha.11 replace the bullockS ,ve fonnerly offered to ;heef OUJ' 

lips--1n the pr ayer we pray to thee (Pes . Shu~oh, Bu. 165b). Now that the 

Temple 1s f;()ne ne have nothilll; but p r ~yer uith ~hich to atone (~an. Korab. 

12) • The mi ci.rash se:,s: The generat ions have no ki ng. no p rophet, no priest, 

but p rayer is s till here (Pes. Bu. l 8la). God ret,;arded the prayer of the 

destitute(i. e . without the •~emple) and bath uot de s9i seci their p raye r 



(Uic.1. ~eh. Bil• 215b-216a). thus the lege?Ki gradually arose that t.1oae1 l:De• 

that a t im8 woula. come wien tbe ~IIJU)le would be d.estro~d and the bringing 

ot the first fni.ita (JJ&ut. 26:11) 1'10uld oease. so he presorlbed that Iara.el

ites Should prq thrice eaoh ll8¥• "For _pr~e r is dearer to God than all 

good works and than all sacrifices" ('lanh. Ki. ~OTO Bu. l). some• lilm R. 

Bleaaar b. I>eciate even waut so t ar as t o sar that p~er was more effeothe 

than aaorifioea (Ber. 32b) • R. ~liezer b. Jacob &aiQ than an ho...r of 

p rqer 11 more e tteotiYe 1111 th Goel than all g o0'i work& (sacrifice i ncluo.ed). 

H• pointed to l.loaee who .bad lheci a life t ull ot good wo?'ka and he ooulci 

not win trom Goel pennisaion to see the :promised. land.a but .bB pr~ea. and. 

God. anawereda Go u.p unto t he top ot Pisgah (.Dlut. 3s~; Sifre :Jeut • 213; 
16 

Ber. 32b). 

~ new p~ e rs, rm1nly trorc t he old Tem.Ple ri t ual• we r e a ilded to 

the Synagogue ritual as subst itutes for the Tenp le sacri f i ce or as reminders 

of i t. 't he Talmud saia. that afte r the .Jestruc t 1on of the TemPl e Go u said 

to Abraham, Your children shall s t udy t he laws c once r ni11e sacri fices , and 

I will consider it as thou/jl they had act ually otte r eu. them em 'Nill forgive 

t heir sins (aleg. ~lb; ~'aau. Zlo; uen. 110a; ~an. ~sav). ~his led t o the 

addition of "Xorbonoth"• 1Ushnaio portions c.ealing with sacri ticial regu

lations, before t he morning a nd afte r noon services, ana. the placing of 

abort paragraphs i n tbe Sabbath &1d Fest i val s e rvices u.escribing the of

ferings a;propriate f or tbese ~s. The 1'Houu11 pass a ge was useu t oge ther 

wit h t he Korbonoth before t he aoruoh Sheomar ill the morning s e rvice, be

o&Ul e it used to be ohanteu. a t the c orning aud eveniug sacri fices (Seder 

Olom Rabbo 14 ) • i>'aalm 100, llhmor Letboda, i s inserted in the morni ng 
17 

rit ual because i t is reminiscent ot t he thank-ofteriD8 of t he Teogle. The 
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SonE,; of the Sea, chanted by t he Levites in t he Temple a.urlng the Sabbath 

Uinaha aenioe, -.a auu.ed to the daily aenioe so that the people would re

member the Bxodaa from ~t. The Counting of the Omer was introduced im

med1ate4' after the evening service , beginning ·•·1th the second evening ot 

Passover. This was a lso done in commemorat ion of a custom in the Temple. 

Before the j)estruction, each da:, trom the second. ~ of Pass over t o ~ e Pa&at 

ot Weeka, a sheaf of ripe barley 1E..S cut in the field, a handful of it brought 

to the altar to be burneo. am. the rest was consumed. by the priests. Until 

this otter~ was brought no Israelite coula. pa.rtake of the ne• barley

ba"est (lol. ioien. 10; lien. 61- 62, 6i-66a). The aa.ldtional s ervice on the 

morni~s of Sabbaths and .t'estivals, New Uoona, 1s called •l2nsat• in com

memoration of the ad.u.iUoual sacrifice offered on t hese days. '!.'he daily 

afternoon service is called 11.t.lincha" after the afternoon meal-offering in 

the 'ietl!)le. The lleilah Service on Yom Kippur was based on t.he old 'J.'emple 

ritual of opening arui cloaillg the eastern gate of the i 'ell\Ple on the o.~ of 
18 

the fal 1 equino:.ic. 

The eviuence of a fixed order in the c1.aily service of prayer be i'ore 

the destruction of the ~e111Ple can be seen in the differences r ecordeu in 

the Talmud (Tos. R. Ji. 4s2,ll) between the schools of Shamnai and Hillel. 

'l'he fact that early Christian norship sho·-:s the influence ot our Jewish 

torr.is of liturgy p roves t hat the content of our Jewish worship ::iust have 

crystallised rather early . Serapion's Liturgy Uss. found at Uount Athos , 

proves umnistakable influence of our ~hemone &sre on early Christian wor

ship . The ~risagion is evidently influenced by the Ked.usha. ~•he .AJ118n 

atter the C1.oxologiea is taken from t.be synst.,ogue. '.l.'he "Lord's ?rayer• 

i s like the Xeiiusba. ,._.'the sb:.i.h and t he nint h benediotiom of t he Shemone 
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.Eare. ~ ll&as sho• the influence ot the Xicicmah. 

In the nine hundred years tha t pe.aseu. between Gamaliel and Amram 

Gaon., 'Who in 875 OJ. made the tirst OOl@ilation ot prayers at the request 

ot some Jews in ~pain, change• take p lace in the torm ot the ritual. Some 

were due to persecution and aeota. .Ale to oppos i tion agai.D&t the Shema it 

waa hidden away in the lCedusba, in "L'olom y'he odom", trazusferred. to the 

talt1ng out of the aoroll, and. pu i. at t he conclu.&ion ot the .liliaarh. Due to 

opposition to the Xe<hiaba by the Church, substitutions f or it ,'18re ir,ad.e, 

which later beoan8 av;pp l ementa. Opposition to the reading of Deuteroaia 

l ed to the ?in,it. .U polemics against the heretics who said that only 

the Decalogue was divine, it was omitted in the service an<i. the fifth box 

of the :.:efillin, c ontainillg the .Jecalogue, was eliminated. JAie t o per

eeout ion,the blowing ot the Shofar was shifted f rom the opening of Sbachar

ith to lluaaf. ~us in the fo1u- centur ies before t he coming of the Arabs , 

when Jews faced. the persecution of Christianity and zoroastriani3m, the 

liturgy of the synagogue in ?alestille a.ud Babylon receiveQ i t s fixed 
20 

class ical tonns. 

Other changes 1n the form of the service ',Tere c..ue t o the crea tive 

i nspi ration of t h e Rabbis . Except :or the nalediction against the W.nim 

lrhich R. Ci-amaliel askeu Samuel t he Little t o arrange, our litur~ does 

not contain p r ayers written deliberatel y tor inclusion int o publ ic worship . 

But the Rabbis wouJQ. often create new pr ayers fo r their p r iva t e devotion 

a no. sorae would fi nd favor with the ~eople and gradually become incorpor ated 

into the public worship. I t was c onsidereu. proper for 8.lJYOUe to include 

hia personal petition eithe r in the l as t of the intermediate blessings r 



the Shemono ~•re lAv. za. Se.) or, it in trouble, at the end of 8ZJ¥ of the 

intermediate blessings (Ber. ~) , or, as most of the Rabbis cUci, he -iwould. 

add 1 t at the end. of the Tefilla. 'He have thirteen au.oh prayers in the Tal

mud (Ber. l6b-l7a), the earliest by R. Jud.ah the rrinoe and the latest 1>7 
21 

liar the son of labina. By the time of the compilation ot the Sickiur R. 

Amram, six of these benedic; ions have been fi>.-ed as specific texts tor the 
22 

private •~plications at the end of the iet1lla. 

Abba Arelca (Bav) and Samuel of tlle third. oent uey enriched the lit

UI"§ in Babylon. They COII\POBed the 11Babdala". 11Watodienu11 tor the Amid& 

on the eve of the Festivals vbich tall on the Sabbath (Ber. 33b) • the 

int roduction t o the confesa1on in the Amida of the ~ of Atonement, 

ttA.t to yodea rose" (Yoma 8'Tl>) • S&I!Qel composed the abbreviated. Amida (Ber. 

29a), and Bav the introduction and concl usion of Yal chuyoth, Zichronoth 

and Shorros, ca lled "Tekiatha do-be Rav"• Rav a lso used the "Yehi rotzon" 

on the day when the New u oon is announced (J. Av.~. l:2; R. H. 1:5 ; Lev. 

r. 29:1). It was Re Keir 1'ho is said t o have instituted the r ecitation 

of the benedictions in the morning service, blessing God 1or uot making 

t he per son either heathen, bondman or woman (:Jen. 4;;b). It is said that 

Re 11:liezer added a uew prayer eve ry day anu. R. Abbahu a new benea.iction. 

There g radually arose a fixed •.~ra.ing tor all the pr ayers. In the 

early Taln:nldic times it iad been penni t 1.eci t o e x.tell()orize upon the themes 

as long as one followed the oro.er of prayers, but by the time o: Amram the 

texts were the tbed c lass ical t or?ll> ot J ewish worship now found in the prayer 
,, rt..-'1~' 

bo0lte lt was not only pe:rmitteQ but consicisred commendable to use one's DWA 

words in the prayers. The only exception was in t.be case he was l eadi~ 

the congregation i n prayer (acting as Sholiach ~zimr) and he exteuq:>rozed -
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23 
in a way that suggesteu. heretical ideu. Then he would be silenoeci. There 

were two Babbia (R. Bliezer in u. Ber. 4 : 3-4; R. Simeon b. Natball1el i n 

J.vos 2&39 both disciples ot R. Yohanan b. Zakkai) who 9 leadeci. that prayer 

should not be "k8va". ~his was explained by Babbah and. Rab Joseph (Ber. 

29b) to mean that one should not sey prayers "withOut a uca. i ng anythiDg new 

thereto"• merely using the oame word& each dq. The ~almud. i n one pl.ace 

says that under no conditions are we to reau. our prayers as we would. a ciocu

ment. word tor word (after an origin.al) (J. Ber. Sa). Prof. Idelsobn says 

that the first and last three benedictions of the Tetllla E;T&d.ually beca.mlt 

fixe<i but the intermediary pet1 tiona were only frames into '1b.ich the p eople 
24 

could pour their own p rayers. He also sugr;ests that this treed.om from 

ti:.:.ed words was a poss ible tac-;or 1n atre3s1ng the recitative ~ther than 
25 

rhythmical forui of Jewi.sh music. Kohler agrees :-.1th .iilbogen that uniformity 

in the wordi ng of the l.'etilla only came when i t began to be put int o writ iDg 
26 

about the seventh century. ~ia ~ also explain some Of the :.nu..y dive!'-

gences (73 ditterenoea are sqpiioaed to have existed between their cu.stO!!lS ) 
27 

that gradually arose be t ween the Pal estinian and .Babylonian rituals . 
28 

These fixed prayers could be abbrev lated if one T:a.S travelling 

on t he highway or in danger. Elijah saici to R. Jose: One who prays by the 

roadside must offer an abbreviated praye r lBe r. 3a). Samuel gives an a b

s tract of the '.Ce!illa to be used when a man is travel lirl{: (Ber. 29e) . R. 

Joshua says: If one is journeyinG in a p lace of da..D{;er. he should only 

ofter a short prayer. saying: 11Save. 0 Lor<.i.. •~by people• the remnant ot 

I srael. I n all tii:les of crisis may their needs be before 1hee" (lJ. Ber. 

4:4) • ~he Rabbis ex,pl aiu "place of aani;:;er11 as a place where there are 

wild beasts or bands ot robbers. They g ive emnples of "short p rayer" . 
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R. Rliezer said, iJo thy will 1n heaven above . Grant tranquility of spirit 

to those ,'lho fear thee below. and uo that vbioh is good in thy sight• Bleased 

art Thou. 0 Lora.. 'ftho hearkeues t unto prayer." Others say, "The needs of 

Thy peopl e Israel are~ but t heir mind short (cannot express their wants). 

~~ it be ~by will O Lord our God. t o grant ea.ch ore sul'iici ent for his main

tenance aud to every person enough f or his want. .Blessed art Thou. 0 Lord. 

1111no hearkenest unto pr~e~ (Ber. 29b). 
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QJWl'eR II - mi. 

(a) Certain prayers are fixed for specific times ot the ~ ano.. year. 

'ihe 1Jidrash (Teh. Bu. 31S ) says; t '.11t ~rt; ,r~ • 'fhe Talmud stresses that 

t he three daily p r ayers ahoulci. be on t. ime. R. NacblDSJl b. Isaac said: 71ith 

the morning prayer (a lll8Jl •.. 1:;, t be car eful)• a s it is saici: u Lord9 in t.be 

morning shalt !!'hou hear my voice. I n ihe mornint; will I order ray prayer 

unto Thee and I will look f'ol"\va.rd (?s . 141:{.; Ber. 6b). ~he morning service 

shoulo. p r ecede the corning l:18al. •,Ye shall not. ea.t before you have p rayed 

tor ~our lives ••• wiioner eats anci u.rinkS and afte rwards ott ers h i s p ~ers , 

concerning him the scr i pture says : 'l'hou bast oast me behind Th.v back"( l K. 

14 :9 ; Ber. lOb). ~h e momil]5 prayer should p~eceQe the gre~t i ut s t o neigh

bors. :mv said: 'Jhoev e r g r eets h i s ueiGhbor bef ore c~ ?r ays . i t is as 

though he (the neighbor) was an i c.olat rous alta r (givi lll, .. o the i ci.ol-- bama.h-

wha.t bel ongs t. o God) ll5er. 14a ). R. Uel bo saia. i n t h e na:ie of g . F.uua: A 

man should always be care i"lll with the a.'t e r noon prayer, as it is saia.: And 

it shall come to 1,ass a t the tir.:ie of t he ot:t'e ring of t he a !'t~rnoon offering. 

t hat lil ijah the prophet c ame near ano. said , 0 Lord, God of Abraham. hear 

me, 0 Lord, hear we. (1 x . 1a : S6 ; Ber. l ? a ) • We uo not aiow whether the 

eveu i ll{; p r ayer is obligatory or voluntary bu~ the afternoon pr ayer is obl i 

gatory, therefore we crust te..ke care not to be late i n ci.oh~ it (Sab. 9b) . 

R. Yohanan said.: .a.lso wi t h the eveninc pr aye r lmust a r:ian be cere :rul), as 

1 t is s aic.i.: Let m:/ p reyer be se t f orth a.s incense before 'thee . t he lifting 

UF of cy hanu.s as the eveni~ sacrifice (?s . 14 ls2; Ber . 14&) . As a dditional 

s t ress on the time of the evening p rayer, t he ~almud quotes B. ~imeou i ' a 

Bore.1th.a.: come and see bow p recious is the uoing of a 1.tl.tzva.h i n it & t i nie . 

~he burning of the i'et and the limbs ~ • be a.one all ni t.ht but we do not 
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delay a:tter it gets dark (.2es. 68b). 

Three ciifferent reaaous are found in the Talmud f or the rule that 

a Jew should p r~ thl"ee t irnes a ci.a.¥: 

1. As a subs t i tute for the three dail y sacrifices (Ber. 26b). 

2 . In imitation of t he pa triarchs each of \mom is said to have ins t ituted 

one of the t hree <iai4' sacri tices (Ibid.). 

3 . • man ought to p re_y a t each c.ha.Jl&e or the <1ay. In 1.he dVening we ought 

t o p ray: ~ it be T~ will to lea0. us out of darkness into light ; in 

the morning: I thallk ~hee, O Lorci, that ~ou haat led me out of dark

ness i nto 11{,:ht a and. in t he a!ternoon: ~ it be ~ will , O Goa., to 

let me behold the &unset , even as Thou cilC&.st merit me to see the sun 

abi.n1ng (J. »er. -.). 

Modern aciaitific scholarship has revealed t o us one aa.uitional reason for 

these time requirements: the ct-igina of some of our ritual in t he nature 

rites of the '1eneen1 t es anu. Babyloniana • '.i!hese rites had. to take p l ace at 

certain times of the day or seasons of the year. J udaism, in the ve ry act 

of reinter preting these rites , retaiDed some of the t ime coc<iltions. 

f' 'I''"" e•/f't:, ~ f-aJ\ 'we, (lJid. Te h . Bu. ~13 ) a rises probabl y :ro::i the 

time requirement of the s olar ri tes at the eastern gate s of t he ,.'emple on 

new Year, which began with the dawn, when the '~ 1rn came , a uo. enued ,11th 

t he Neilah, c losine of t he gates a t uusk. ',7e mu.&t not ove r look t he social 

memories that gMu.ually disp laced the original reasons. ..'he concept of / 1 .9 , J1l 

(.Ps. 69: 14) the TalJ:1uci (.Ber. Sa) i nterprets as the tir,.e when in the syn.a-

try to attribute t he oris in ot all time conditioz.s t o wst:i c . We know th.,., 

the custom of reading from t he .>enta teuch i n t he morniDg service of ilono.a.ys 

and ~hurs~s goes back to tbe simple social fact that the J e ~·;s ot Pal e stine 

. . 
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wouk gather trom their v1118€es on these days and go to rcarat. Tradition 

aays that &sra inati t uteci it to remind the people of the Sedrah t o be l"8Bd 

on the oood.:ng Sabbath (J. ?.leg. 4 ; B. x. 82&), a nd not let three days go by 

without scrip tural instruction. This particular historical e~lana.tion rray 

not be accurat e, but t he social e~lanation seems quite true. 

It seems that the r eadint; ot the Shema twice ClUring the day was in 

imitation of t he Persians. ~h ey would hail t he r i sing and setting sun With 

the Asheu Vohu prayer. ~ is a:. late r changed by t he Pharisees so that its 

p8.{;8!1 origin was not so obvioUB. 'J.'hey ordained that the morning service, 

t be 1 Schacbar1 th", could be sa1ci at any t 1me beginni ng with the dawn and 

endi:og at noon; t be "lilincha" aenice was to be s aid. i n cbe afte rnoon from 

a halt h our after midaa~ un~il a few minu~es before sunse t; the evening 

s e rvice, the "Uaal'iv", uay begin from t he time m e n three si;ars appear up 

until rnidnigbt, and i f _prevent. ea. from S~UJG i t up to t hat time. then he 

me,y say it at 8lJ3 time before t he a.awn. 1'he earlier time cus tom survives 

among the "W8.t11d.ln" (ancient pious ones perhaps identical with the i:ssenes) 

who watcbeu. for the first ~ of the dawning sun to begin with the Amida 

(.Ber. 9b, 29b) • R. Yohauan useli to s~ that a 1'18.S pr efe rable lmer itorious,) 
29 

to worship a t the 0awn. 'l'hese "7iatikim'• also r eel te<1 the evening Shema at 

e:xactly the time when •the &1ey ..a reddened by the ris1llg or setting sun." 

~he saintly Jose b. Chalatta saids llay ~ portion be with those mo pray 

Vihen the SUll redde ns the sky (Ber. 9b, 29b) • In ord.er not t o reach the 

Shema t oo late it was customary to say t he first verse of the Shema nee.r 

the beginning of the morning service . before the Korbonoth. Thi s verse 

was called the 11Shema of R. Ju<i.ah the ? rince 11
, a.s he was the first to st1::.l'1t 

tbe c ustom of u.oing so (.Ber. l ~b). 

It seems tbat a <1istinction was maCLe between the Shema anci t he 
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'J.'etillCl of the scholars. They had to interrupt their study to s~ tbe 

Shema on time but a.la. not have to do so tor the ~efilla. R. Yobanan sa.ya 

that thia was only tor R. Simon b. Yoba1 aDl his cC1Dpanions lilo specialised 

ln the stu~ ot the law. but "all the re&t ot ~ must inter~t Wbate-ver 

we ~ be doing in order t o s~ tnem on t i.tne" (Sab. lla). £ man should 

not go to the barber. bath or tannery, or start a meal towaro. W.noha time, 

W1 thout praying l'irat . It he is in the mio..dle of jao.ging a case, he mq 

interra,pt for the saying of the S.hema but not for t he Tefilla (u. Sab. la2a 

be Sab. 9b)e 

Women were e:mDl)t from reac:ling the Shem and wearing '.i'e ti 11 in 11&& 

these are cormmnds the observance of vbich depends up on a certain point ot 

time" (Ber. 20b) • 

There were pr9¥ers t o be aalo.. a t specifie<i. ti~es ot the week or year, 

1. Sabbath. R. Jose used to aa..vi J.Jay r:ry portion be ,dtb those who beGin 

the Sabbath at ~iberias anu enu 1t at Sephoris (~ab. 118b. TibErias is 

i n the valley and bas an earl~ dusk. Sephoris , t he biru.-city on the 

mountain-top. has a late du.Bk. R. Jose wanted. to celebrate h is ;,abbath 

not only longer but earlier so that his prayers on the ~abbath would be 

on t i rne). 

2 . ~•hree J!estivala. For these days (and Sabba th) the Amici.a had only seven 

benedictions, the thirteen intermeo.iate benedictions being re!.!loved and a 

sp ecial benediction f or t he day aci.d.ed. The r eason for the elimination 

was that these o.ays are times consecra1.e<l. i'or j oy anu. spiritual a waken

ing. while the 1nt.enned1ate pet.itions □83 11sad uen us ·:,1th the thought 

of our needa" (l.11.d. 'i'ann. Wayera 20b) • ?or the same r ee.son the 'l a.ha.nu..... 

which usually tollows the Amida on weekd.s.ys. was omit ted on :estal days 

or days of historical conmemoration, or days of t est i v ity--circumcision 
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or wedding. 

3. llew I.loon . I t had to be celebrated 1n the open. on a c l ear nigllt, wbBn 

the moon is new (from t he t h i rd night a nd before i t reaches halt sbe), 

and i t llll1St not be a Fri~ or a olidq e·vening. "He who blesses we New 

l1oon IJ IUi' it is as if he bad received. the tace of the S.beohina•• (Sane 

42&). 

4. New Year•a ~ and :Jay ot Atonement. The 1i1shna ( R. H. 112) aays s At 

f our t i r:ies in t he year i s the ·:.o rld Judged a Pesa.oh f or tb8 s•t.n.•t , 

a.bnoth f or t he f ruit s of t he t reea, Rosh Raahona all hmnan bei ngs pass 

Hi m (God) aa sheep befor e a shepherd, as i t is writl.en (Ps. 30:9 h He 

who bath fashioned al l t h eir hear ts un<le J'S t an<ie t h all t hei ... -:1or kS" ; and 

on Tabernacles Judgment i s given in r egard t o wate r. ~•his r efers t o the 

Omer r itual on the ? a ssover Which was requ ired a t that t i ~ if ;;he harve s t 

was to come; t he two loaVfll:l on Shevuoth; and rep enta uoe o: !'.len was due 

on the New Yea r s o that t hey coul<i ~o on. ~he etfecLivenes s of these 

ri"tuals and. p rayer s 1'8re dependent on the i r hieing place .at t he right iima. 

s . :urim. £. man should r ead t he Ue{;i llah at night anci repea ;. h by day 

(lteg. 4a). 

6 . Chanukah. We may light the Chauukab lif;bt s and make t h e bl es s i ng only 

i n t he time bet ween the s et t i ng of t he sun anci when foot s t eps can no more 

be heard i n t h e s t reet (Sab. 21b). 

It was also c us tomary t o make a ~.ba.Dksi;iving (a _,;\:'>1? ) i I11Deu.iatelJ' 

before (and SOl'.!let imes a f t er) ce rtain t hings t ha t happen (lleg . 2lb) s 

1. Meals. The tabl e i s an a l tar and we mus t wash our hallus (?s . 26:6 ) be

fore s itting do7m t o e at and make a benedic tion . At t he en d ot the eel 

we have ".ai?Dth namoson", t hanks anci.. petitions. 

2. Be f ore e ating or drinking va rious f oods. f rul ts , liquids , or '"ihen smelling 
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certain trees, plants, fruits, sploes and oils. 

3 . When we hear t,ood. or evil tidings , marriage ser'tice, consecreation of 

house, circnamcision of boy when eight days old, redempt ion ot first-born 
30 

when a month old, and. tu.nera ls. 

R. l.ieir had armngeu thut the indi vidual recite one hund.reu benedictions 

dail y (llen. 4Sb). l3ased on this, Ratronai Gaon (860) at the request of a 

cODgregation in Spain, ma.de a list of one hundred beneu.iotions for daily 

use. Out of this arose the .:.iahzor Vitry and ~ ot her rituals. It i s 

interesting to note that the word "llahzor" appliea. today by Ashkenazim aud 

Sepharciim to the r1 i.ual of the holidays in which the l>iyyutim are inoorpor

ateti, used to be applieci to the poetical insertions in the pr 83ers for the 

entire year, arraz:iged according to thei%' approp riate time, and ;;he word 

"~or" itself wall originally applie<i. to the caleno.e.r anci meant "cycle of 

time"• ~he first mown U&hsor c: poetry was that of Jannai in the seventh 
31 

century. 

(b) ~rayers of the individua l for 1"8,Pentanoe must be :na.de before the 

end ot the ~en JJays of Peni t enoe (R. H. 18&). On '.!.om Ki !)pur the heavenly 

ju<i.~ent , made out tentatively on Rosh Hashona, is sealeu and can.~ot any 

more be changed, His prayers after that time are too la te, '.L'ae Talmud 

quotes R. !.:e1r: Two beoame sick and were l a ici u:p in bea., ~/hy is it that 

one got better an~ the other d.id not? They both prayeu tor llealing, Why 

were the pr~ers ot one an.s\vered and. not the pr ayer s ot the uth,::r? .R. 

!ileir said it is because t he prayer of only one was 

clisc uss ed later) ano. that was v4l.y only one was a nswered. :R. Bliezer said 

it is because one pra.,yea. before his doom was sealed {before t he enc. of t l. 
32 

Ten ~ ot .>eniLenoe) all'i. the other di 0. not {R. R. 18a). '.Chis is brought 



21 

out turther in the s tatement ot R. Ishmael on the tour kinds of :torgiveneas, 

1. For sins ot omission repentance secures forg iveness (Jer. s ,22). 

2 • .For ordinary sins ot oollllli.ss1on repentance suspenAs punishment but the 

~ ot Aton-at (prayer on this day) atones (Lev. l.6:S0. 

s . For sins of commission for 'l'b.ich t.he penal t y is either to be ••cut otttrom 

one •s people" by God. or t o die b;, capital punishment• repentance and 

the IJe.y of At0%l8ment sus9e nd the aentenoe but su!feJ~ing will have to oome 

in order to atone co111Pletely (.Ps. 89:33 ). 

4 . It a m&n profanes God's name, t hen repentance anu t.he j,e.y ot atonement 

will atone one-third. bO<iily sufferings will oanoel out the next third, 

but only the~ of death can wipe out t he rest (Is. 22:14; toms 86a; 

Tos. Yom Hakkipurim 6:6-2) • 1!hus suffering ( if r ec,eived in t he spirit 

ot submission; ~itre j)lut. 52) and s ometimes death (criminal about to 

be killed confesses, ~ ~ o.ea.t.b be an expiation :,or all my wickedness, 

U. Sanh. 612) as well aa atonement is needed to expiate some sins (Be r. 

5a). A man must repent before his ueath if he is t o have a part in the 

world to come (R. Ueir to apostate enu fonner t eacher .&lisha b. Abuya, 

J. Rag. 770). 

The '.i.'anhwna •~s (eu.. au. Naso 18): Nwn. 6:26 sa ys : '"lhe Lora. will show 

t hee favor and c;ive thee peace"• end another verse in the Bible (.Jeut. 10:17) 

aays: "Who v:111 not show tavor0 • .&>o not these contra~ic t each ot her? The 

answer is: It a man repents before the sentence is sealeu , the Lord \,ill 

show him favor; v.1:len once it is sealed, the words a!l!)l.y, "Who will not show 

1avort• (Rum. r . 11:15). This same point in brou,vit ou t in the Talmud (Ber. 

lla): ihough a sharpened. sworci is held at a man ' s t hJ:-oat he shall not w~ .. h

old h i:n.selt troo mercy; even at the eleventh hour p r icyer and penitence r.,q 



be ef:'ect1T•• but not at the twelfth. 

(o) Prayer to ch&lge \'lh.at is alreaa.y past ia 

comes too l ate. "He 'l'ho supplicates concerning that •/tli.ch is 9ast utters a 

vain p ~ er. It his ·.-:lte is ,!>r egnant and he says: May it be t hy will that 

rrq wite bear a son" behol<i t hat is a vain prayer. I t l:1e were on t.he way 

ana. bearing a ory ot lamentation in tbe cit~ excl aim• ~•uay it be thy will 

that i. be not within ':L'3 home• behold that ia vain pra~,er" (~. Ber. 913). 

R. Joseph quoted, in objection to the above Uinhna, "~ atterw&!'QS 

she bore a daught er and c alled her name Dinah" (Gen. 30121). What means 

"and afterward.a"? .ltter Leah pa ssed judgeme nt on hers1!lt say1Jl6, "Twelve 

tribes are destined to issue from Jacob, s i x have issuH<i f rom ::ie ana. t our 

t roo the housemai d& • that makes t en . I f this child "1h:l.ch is erpected. from 

me 1.ie a mle Bachel will not eveu l>e like one ot the handmaia.s ( each of whom 

gave birth to t wo sons) . lnm&w.ately ( t be chi la. i n th•:! :ro.:io) 1ias ch.-Ulged 

to a uaughter, as it i s said., "~a. she c allea. her ll8l:le .d.nah ( jw.gement) ." 

How can we e,.plain this cont rauic t ion of the p r inciple t hat we cannot change 

s ex of the child t hrough prayer? ~he answer is t hat l'n this case th e p r a~•er 

was on tioe. .uurins the first t hree days ot t h e c cm. j~Lal act a man .. :J.y 

p r ay t hat h is seed shoul d not be abor tive. rTom t he third t o the fortieth 

o..e.y he ~ 1>ray that it shoul d not be a. ,, onostrosity. irom the t.h ird t o 

the sixth month he r.:.a.y pray/ / t.lia.t it shoul a. no t. have a 9remature birth; 

frcr.i the sixth to the ninth month ~hat it shou l d issue in sa!aty. R. Jac ob 

b . Ami s aids If i t i s the r.ian \\UO f i rst emits seed h is wife bears a 

ciau&iter ; but if the v~c.an !irs t emits seed. she 6 ives birth to a son. e..s 

it is saids 11If a VIO!/lB.ll emit s seeci a.nd bea r a 1ital e child" (Lev . 12:2) . Here 

we a re deal itlt -:-ith a case where they emit seed s imultaneo'tisly. In such 
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a case the sex of t he ch ild is not d.etenniued before the fort ieth day and~-.&. ... ~ 
.... ~I;"~ ~liak "-""1 

~ we may pray 1to <i.ete nnine its sex.....,,_. (Ber. 

60a). 

Rava overheard. a young man praying t .mt he mi i;ht •.?in t he love of a 

-t 
cert a i n :.,aiden. 'l.'he Rabbi ~ld him t o stop p raying: "if she be destined 

tor you. nothint; can part you, if you a re not destineu. t o get her9 you 

deny ~rovidence in prayi ng for her" (UOed 1Coton 18b ) . This is based on 

t hG idea t hat ~rriages were ma.o.e in heaven anc,. the u.ecision is sealeu 

before the birth of eve ry boy {SSllh. 22a; l>Ote 2a). "Every day a Bath 

Kol goes forth, saying. •s o and so•s daughte r is for s o and so. '" (Sanh. 

22&). 
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(a) ?raye?'s mus't be said in a clean p lace. It Shoula. be said at 

least f our cubits from excrement (ll. Ber. 3:5). There should be no naked 

people in the room ( for in such an event r•ki ./' f.,tJ "' /''-) land even the 

voice of a woman is na~uness) ano. if i;bere a.re . v:e should. neither pray 

nor wear ~ei'illin ,1hile they are there (Sab. 10&) • ~amuel would. not pr ay 

in the s ame r oom with a a.runka.rd. (in s9 i t e ot the favorabl e attitude of th6 

Rabbis to m.ne). R. rapa woulu not pray in a rooa: where the re was 

~iah-i)ie (probably because ot the odor). (Eru. 66a) • R. Eanir.a sa.iu.: "A 

disci p le of the wise is torbia.den to s t and in a fil tbJ p lace because it is 

~ossibl e to stand anywhere without meditating ~0011 Tor e.Ji" (Ber. 2~b) . 

11It one is walkine in i'iltey court ways . one 1:1ust p lace his hami ove r his 

mouth, if r ea<:.1.nG the Shema (Ibi<i..). 

(b) I t is best to p r ay in a Synaf;OLue . ~here is a t eaching: Abba 

Benjamin said: 11A man •s prayer is only ilear<i (by Goo.) \\he~ o:ferel.'. in a 

syna{;Oe\18 (this TIS.S int.ena.ed to refer to statuotory not privc:e :pr a;.,.r s ), 

~sit is saiQ: "To nearken unto the song a.nu the ~rayer" (1 K. 8: 26)-

·;:here there is song lin t he Sytl8i;ogue) let i her e be praye r " (Be r. 6a.) . 

?rayer in tile SYJl&bogue is more effective than men preyiJ1l:· alone . R. Uat

han said, ,/hence is it that the liol y One, bl essed be He. cioes not reject 

the prayer offered by the ca~ As i; is said, "Behold, Gou. o.e spiseth not 

t he mi!;hty," ~ d, "lie bath reu.eemea. r::,:y soul i n p eace so that none ~ come 

n lf;h ::1e , tor they were ue.ny ·:Ii th .:ie" (.i3er. Sa)• R. tiimeon b. l,a.kish said: 

Whoeve r ha.S a synagogue in his t o·,.in and. uoes not enter into it to pr~ ii 

called "an evil neighbor"• an<l. he causes exile to ~ome u,von himself and bis 

sons , as it is sa.iu., "Beholu, I will p lucit tbel?l fro.':\ off their lano." {lbici.). 

-



He who prays in the Synagogue 1s as one \'ibo offered a ~ncha (J. Be r. 83) • 

.Ul the time that Israel tarries in t he Synag0uue and the Sohool God. makes 

the Shechina stay with him (.Pes . Bu. 19S). In this sp irit i s the advice of 

Abbai that nan is to pra.,y. even \Vhen alone. , Ii.th the 00 ::1raunity. 11.Alwa.ya -

shoulti a man associate himself Vlith the oomrmm1ty (usine p l ural anci. not 

singular). Re Should pray: ~Y it be Thy will. 0 Lord our Goa. . to conduct 

ua in peace. etc. (Ber. 30a.). ~o pray 1n ''the acceptable t. ime" (.t>s. 69:14 ) 

is to pr~ with the congregation 6athereu in the s~g ()€Ue (.Ber. <3a) • God 

springs from Synagoi;Ue to Synagogue and from school to school t o blea& 

I srael (Pes. Bu. 48b). R. Adda said in the name ot R. Isaac: 71hence u.o 

we derive that the Holy one. blessea be He. 1s tou.nd i n the syna,;oGue? As 

it is said, "Goe. stana.eth 1n iihe godly congregation" (.ts. 82:l). lBut even 

·:then three jucige or one stu.ei.ies, the Shechina is present and blesses them) 

(Ber. 6a) . ~h• Synagogue was obviously dear to t he heart of our fathers. 

We can unu.erstand the sentence ot Bav: Every city 'fthose roots are higher 

than its synagogue, it will end iu destruction (Sab. lla). 

The Rabbis ao.ue<i. au.vice on position in and even hov, to walk to the 

Sytle.bogue. R. liuna saids • man shoul d not pr~ at the back ot a syn.ac ogie. 

?lhoever does so is called ,vicked. Abbai said: '-'his ~ -;>lies only to one -
'flb.O stancis in the beck 8!ld does not fa;:e Jerusa l em. The ob jection here 

was p robably to sun- worshippers. R. liuna, being a Babylonian. t he ark 

would be in the west, and t he man vn10 t a ceu. the back would be facing the 

rising sun (Ber. 6b ) • R. Hisdai said: .:.. man shoulu always en ter the 

Sym.1:;;o~ue pa.st two doors {not near tbe outer d.oor but o.istance of t wo 

doors from it) and wen p ray, as it i s said., 11\'/aiting at the posts ot my 

doors" (Ber. Sa) . This wab specifiecl so that a can would not p ray so near 



the door as to ap_!;E!ar reluctant to be with the co:Qgr egation am eager to 

leave. ~his is r epeateo. in 1Jeut. r. 7:21 Man Shoul d not enter ..11~r t•J~ ~ ; 

When leaving the syn&u"06-ue one shoulo. not take large steps, as it eager to 

leave. I t is praiseworthy to haaten to the synag ogue, as it is said, "Let 
~ 

us e~rly strive to Y.llO~ t he Lord" lHos. 6 : 3 ). 

(c) One should pr~ in a fixed p l ace. R. HWla saicia Whoever 1'1xes 

a regular place for his p~er has the God of £bra.ham tor his help. ana. on 

his ci.eath i i. is said of him: "Where is the humble and p ious man of the dis

ciples ot father .l.brahamt" Abraham baa. a tix.ed p lace for his prayer. for 

i t is said, "Abraham got up ea rly in l.he ::iorning t o , o to the p lece where 

he haci. stood" (Gen. 19127: Ber. 6b). R. YohaD8ll said in the name of R. 

S imeon b. Yohah ':'lhoeTer t ixea a place for his pr a:; er his enemies tall 

beneath him. as it is seide "An<i I will appoint a place tor ~ peop le 

I srael and will plant them. tha~ they oay dwell in their o,m 9 l a.ce anu be 

di.sq_uieted no wore; neither shall the ch ildren of wickea.ness aii lict. th em 

any r:.ore as at first" (2 Sam. 7 :10). 3 . Huna asA:eci.: It is wri tten here 

nto afflict thee" but in the parallel passa~ (1 Chr. 17 : 9) it is wri;. 1.en 

" t o extenninate them"• The answer is: At first 11to afflict them" a nd 

finally ••to e xtenninat e t hemn (Be r. 7b) • 

(ci) One should uot pray atnOD{; ruins. ::ll j ah r eproveei. :a. J ose tor 

cioing so. 'the 'l!almu.u t.~es on t o i;ive reaso:us : Our rabbis have teuf;ht that 

for t h ree reasons one shoulci not ente r ruins : ou ac...:ou11t of suspicion (im

moral intent), falling f~bric. an~ evil spirits (Jinn of trabs) (Ber • ...a). 

(~) One shoul d not pray from an elevate~ pl ace. R. J ose b . F.anina 

said i n the name of R. Eliezer be Jacobs Let not a ma.11 stand on an elevated 

p lace e.nci. pray. but let him .!)ray in a lowly place. as it is sai d . 110ut of 
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t he tlepths have I called Thee, o Lord" (Ps . 13011) • ~here is a t eaching to 

the same e ffec t: Let n ot a man stand upon a clud r , or a stool, or any e le

vat.eC1. p l ace , t o p r ay, but let him pr ay 1n a lowly p l ace, because there ca.n 

be no haughtiness before the Omnipresent , as it is saiu, "uut of the ep ths 

have I called Thee , O Lord" (Ber. l Ob) . 

( f) ;,. man shou l d not :,r ay too uear anothe r man. R. Joshua b . Levi 

saids I t 1s deci.uced f rom Ha.tll.18.h •s statement to Eli: "I am the woman t h a t 

s t ood by thee here" (1 Sam. 1:26), that it i s f orbideien to sit wi thin four 

cubmits of (one encaged in) p r ayer (Be r. :;lb) . 

(g ) ·.·he p lace of pr aye r should have windows. R. Hl yya b . Abba. s a1'1: 

1. can should alv.ays pr~ in a room which haS windows, as it i s saiu, 11Now 

his Winciows wer e orJen in h is upper ch.amber t owaro.s J erusalem" (.1..8.n. 6:11; 

Ber . Zla) • 
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CRAP!.1ER IV - BOD'l AND ?OS'l'ORE 

(a} .A man should be clean. s ober and dresseQ llheu .1.Jl'a.ying. asra 

passed a law requiring scru.9ulous washing of t he body i r::ime<i.iatel y before 

pr~er (Y. Ber. Ji4 ). R. Yannai s ays that to vtee.r the Te:tillin (in p rayer) 

one•s bocly r.mst be u clean as that o:t Elisha J&al Xnophaim (B. Sao. 49a). 

j. Baal Keri s houl d not utter t he She::ia but merel y meditate (Be r. 20b). R. 

Judah was opposed to this (.Ber. 22a). R. Joshua b. Levi says: &very priest 

t hat cioes not wash his bands shall no t ta.a part in t he pries t l y prayer 

(Sot. .;9a) • Baba explai neti that ,ie oan clean ourselves with eart h or s aw

<iust or pebbles, it we .have no wate r , but tor the savini;: of t h e 1.miua we 

rray go loolcing tor wate r 1:t we have none (Ber. 15a). 

R. Yohanan said: \'lhoeve r wishes to rece i ve ~oon h i mself the yoke 
34 

of the kill(;doo of heaven in perfect ion shoul d f irst have evacuation. then 

wash hiS h.anci.s , lay t efillin, rea<i t he Shema and offe r his p raye r; 1,hat 

is , receiving the %inB'(iom of heaven iu perfection. R. Hi yya b . ~bba said 

in the naoe of a. Tohanan: "'lhoever has eT&Cuat ion, \'12.Shes h : s hanci..s , etc •••• 

it is ascribed. to him as tho'U('h he h.aa. erecteci an altar and bro~llt. a sacri

fice thereon: as it is v,r1t t en, 111 will wa.sh my hands i n c leanliness ; so 

will I CCl?!Pass ~hine altar, 0 Lordtt (ts. 26; 6 ; Ber. 15a) . 11I t hap_.iened. 

that B. Akiba wa.s put i n _, rison. :a. Joshua at .. enueC1. hiw. iach Qay he 

woul ci brine him a meast.re of -:zater. Cine way 1.h e p rison bnaru sav, him uoing 

it anu saicl, 'You are today bringing in 1. 0 0 ouch wate r . i>erhaps you ~v:mt 

to use it to d.ig under the 1,rison.' Re (the guard.) t.brew a.way hal f the 

water. When Joshua came to J.kiba he saia. : ' Joshua, I am an olcl can . .JO 

you not know my life clepends on yours?' Joshua tole... hir.i the s to. y Of tile 
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water. Alciba thcu asked. tor viater to waah his hands. Joshna sai'1., 'You 

haven't enout;h to driM, there cert ainly will not be enough t o wash i our 

hanCJ..SI • Akiba said, 'I ' Cl rather die by my 07.'ll choice than violat e the a.e

cisions ot my co~ anions. • Akiba Nlbled t o ea.t witil he '1B.She '1. his baws" 

(~r. 2lb) . The Pharisees strictlv enforcea. t he c ust om ot washing their 

hands es a sign of purificat ion before the divine services and before 

meal s , a nd. anyone who d i d not do so was suspect e1.. of beinc a Sadducee or 

heretic (Chris tian) (Ed. 5 :6- 7 ; b . Hul . l OOa) . The Chri s t ian church l ater 
35 

took over this custoo to be observed before the servic e . 

Raba bar Huna woul d put on rea. g&1 1,,ers and. another rabbi p la.cea. a 

mantle over his shoulders when praying aui reverently crosse u h is bands 

11l i ke a servant in the pres~nce of his master" (.:>ab . l ua. ). R. Huna. said, 

It his cloak was girded about h is loins ( and the upper part of nis bOdy 

ba re ) • he \1laS pennit t e <i. to read ~he Sheoa. ( Ber. 24b). If he is bathi ng 

and wi shee to s~ the Shema at sunrise, but is not abl e to d r ess on t ir:ie , 

then he should i r.'.lmerse h is b<>q 1~ the "'18.ter end r ead. I f t he water is 

clea r, be ous t be i r.ne rseci up to the !lE:Ck lBer . 25b) . 

cont re.ry t o ort hodox op inion, there is n o law i n the .Bible or _·e l

:nu.ci _,resc ribing the covering of the heao. for men when ent ,. ring a sanctuary 

or \'Jilen pe.rtici!)ating i n a relie,i ous ceremony. "ICaluth rosh11 lli t;bt 

head.eciness) violateu. the spiri t of p rayer, but nGillui barosh•• ( bare

headeciness) was not a viola tion. I t is t rue that the p riests wore a mitre 

l&x• 28:4 , 40) when offic iating at the a ltar or !>e rfonning the priestly 

tuuct i on at t he sanctuary (although barehea.1;.e ci when not off'ic iat i ng), but 

t his was not the basis tor late r lay p :rac tice, just as uo l ayman was 

e Jq>ected t o imitat e t he priest i n being barefoot ed QUr1ll$ the service. 
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1he p rac tfoe of c ove ring the head is based on a ... anhag that arose in Baby

l one amoIJ& ver:, pious people, probabl y in imita tion of t he Persians (Sab. 
J6 

llBb; Ki.d e 33a) • 

A dl"Wlken nan's pr ayer is an abominat ion, 8llQ. he Who is only 1ntox1-
J7 

cated shoul ~ not pr~ (uis t i nction bet~een 
' ''" a nd. 

1IJ\l, s latter 1a 

not as d rank as the i'Orlll8r: b rub. 64a; Ber. :.,;1.a) • ~ drunken p riest is not 

allowed t o r a ise his hallils i u p riestly benedict ion (~aan. 26b). 

(b) One shoula.. pr ay facill{; J erusal em. 11If he is standin g outs ici.e 

the land (Pa lestine), he mu ~t direct h i s heart t o ·:a.rci. the lano. or I srael. 

I:t' he is s tandi u,g in the land ot Israel, he 1:mst di rect. his heart t O\'1&?'d 

Jerusal«n. I f he is s tand.i n& i n Jerusal em, he mus t di rect h is hea !"t t owa r d 

t he _emple. I f hP 1s standing i n the 'l.'ero_ple he r:ms t direct h i s heart owards 

the li~ly o f Hol ies . I t be is siandi i;c in t he Roly of Eol ies h e ~ust ~irect 

his heart. towaro.s the mere;, seat. I i' he is s ianci.ing behi?1d the :nerc:,, seat , 

he r.:ru.s t imagine hLrnse l: to be in fron t ot it. 'J.'hus if he i s s i ancl.ing i n 

t he east he must face west ; if in the west he oust. f ace eas t : ii' i n the 

s outh he ,Just turn nor t hs i t 1.n the nor th 11e !'!lust turn south . ....s a r esult, 
38 

a ll Israel will be ui recli~ their he a r t toward one spot " (.Be r . ~oa). 

{c) One shoul u. not inter~pt one ' s ) l'ayer s. ''Thouf;b. a serpent be 

wound. a round h is heel, a man r:ius t not int errup t his pr ayer'' (Ber . 3Ob) . 

Our Rabb i s have taui;ht : I t ha_:>pened that a p i ous man was seyi DG the Tet

:t'ilab by t h ~ roaus~ne. ~ nobleman passeu. a nu gTeeted h i e ; but he ~i~ not 

respond. -.:he nobleman waiteu unt il h e ilaa. oonc l uuea. h i s p rayer ; anu after 

he bad concl uo.e <i. it , he sa.iu. t o h im, 11Gooa tor nothiugl Is i t ::iot writ i.en 

i n your ~orah: 'Only ta.;m he~ to tbyse lf ano. keep t hy soul uili~ent l y ' 

(..ileut . 1r: 9 ) , and: ' 'lake ye t h':?re : ore i;Oocl. unto yourselves • ( i b i u . v . l o )? 
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When 1 greet.ad thee, .,_ d i dst tb.ou not return oy sa lutation? 1 1' l bed 

cut off tey head with a sword, who woul u have cema.na.eu. t.he bl ood a t rr13 

ham? And he continu.eds 'If thou hadst been s tanding l>efore a human 

k ill{;, and tey friend hau c reated. thee , , oulu_st thou have r esi>on tl.eu to him? • 

•uo, • he replied. 'Alxi it thou hacist responued to him what woul d they h.e.ve 

d oue to thee? • He answered s •~hey v1oul d have cut off my hea<i wi th the 

swora..' 'J.'he p ious man said t o the nobleman : 'Uay ,-:e n ot use the a f ort

iori argument: If t h ou , s tamii.ng before a hue.an icing, who i s he r e today 

aud. t ornorrow is in t he g rave, a.c t est thus , h ow rnucil. more so do I, who was 

standiug oe fore the Supreme King of Kin._.s , the Holy one , ble s sed be He , 

who lives anil endures t or all eternity?' .. he noble?:l8ll wa s at once concil

iated 8.!lu t he p i o·1s man uaparte<i for his house i n peace. 11 (Ber . ' ~a ). 

Ee ,mo is sa,..vinr,: tile 'J.'efill a t.-:ici. s ees a r obber or wecou cor:tin. · his 

way, should shorten or even interru9t h is service (bu t only tor sue~ e r.ie r 

geuc i €?s ·t3;.; he do so, Der . ~2b). -h • s-:atement of ~ab .Kahana: "1 co::i

sici.er }ll!l impertinent \"lb.O prays in ~ v ulley•• (Ber. v•.-b) ,,as l')robably in re

p r oof ot any oue .. ,h o ~uld r,re.J wbe. e 9eo9 l e co1is tently 1_,ass auu !71ey i nt..;,r -

(d ) 'flhen say i llt. the She111a. one shoulu .iot. !:lake ges~ures , but it was 

customary t o cove r t.!le e., es . ''He 71ho reac.s the .,he::a shall .. ot ~·i i?kWi th 

his eyes ••• nor point wi t i1 h is fingers" \Y.:nna 19b ). He need nos stand up 

if h e is si tti nc . or take off his hL.C anu be bar ehea .... e u. ·:/hen r eci t in,., the 
~9 

She.:ia (Lev. r . i:.7 : 6 ; .?es. R. K. 9 ; '-a • .c.oor 10). '.i'he p i ous Jew pes:=es his 

.aa.na.s across t he f~e \",he u he r ecites the first sen~e::ice of t he Sher.a. 

'.i'his is base Ii on the s tory that :1oses h i d his f ac e at the theophE.ey of 

Horeb (Exod. 3 : 6 ; Johen. Ber. 13b ). 
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.. ~.,. 
(e) When saying the Alnicia ,a. 'shoul o.. stand and 1ceep his feet to-

gether. .U its condllaion he truces three s t eps back. T.he ver-1 na□e "Amid&" 

given to t he Sherr.one &sre indicates that this ;ir ayer sh.ol.lci be sa iu. sta.nd

i UG up. The old Je·:,iah cus t O!!l ot sta.nciing when sa· ini; the 'lefillah is 

ba.s1:,u. 011 r s . 106:~0, ''Then stood up i'hineas and v1rougit judgnent . 11 The 

Ta lmud (Be r . 26b) says: 111'l"o-.lf;ht j uci.L.ment " means "9r a s,er 11
• R • .;ose b. 

R. lia.cina said i n t h e 1Ja: .e ot R. ~ lieze r b . Jacob, "°i'2hoever pra~ cust 

direct his :reet; as it is said, 'And ti,eir feei; were s1;ra i cht feet • (Ezek, 

1:17) • 11 ialmud Jerushalmi g i ves t\?O reasons for ,ree pi i!lf 1he f eet t ot;etner 

while &t lmding !or the 1.iiu.a: ll) tu i mitate the ange ls il1 the fire

chari ot o f .lllzakiel 's theophany lkeepiug both feet toge thl.r to look like 

one): ( 2 ) to imitate the p ries ts in. tb.e '.i.1e 1:1p le (Cohen , B"' r. !>• 65) . ~t 

t he end ot the Amida the ,•10rsh11i.!)e r steps back three .!.>l aces anu bows to 

tile right ano. left , like t~ leave of r oyalty . If he o.oes not u.o so , 

it i s as it he u&<i 1101. pray-ell (Yom 5~bj . 

( i') One shoulu. loak aot n v.nile g raying an.u. bov, before ment ionl.ng 
f O 

the .A.vine name. ae slloulu u1 rect h is eyes a.ownwarc. ~mu his he a r t uima!'d. 

(Yeb. 106b) • Rava took of t his coat a.Ld c lasped his h.enciS am :) raye d, 

"like a servant before bis 1.1astc. r'' (.:iai>. l0e.J. Rabe ·b. Huna r eve rently 

crosseu his h.e.ndS " like a servant in the presence of .nis :-...as tc r" ( ib iu..) • 

One shoul d bo,;', at the word 11blesse a.11 e.nu after rei -...rni?1€: erect one should 

mention the Jivi r.e liame. ','lhen R. Sheshet boweci., ile ciiu so li r.e a t ·:,ig 

( \7ith a sharp bend.), but When he reiurneu. to the e rec.t p os i tion he diu so 

like a snc.ke ( ,vith a g radual J.Je.iU:ul rise ) (Ber. 122.)1 • 

~he Tahanan l 1ndivi.:.ual pet i t ion) was r ecii. t?,.l a l"ter .elll!) le s e r

vices in an att i tuue lmown as 11Uef1la t.h ... ppayim" ( fall iDt,; on t.ne race , 



lJ. 'l!amld 7 :3) • When the Synagogue replaced the sa.crU'icial cult this was 

introduced after the Tetillah. It was toraerly recited with cooplete pros

tration ot the bcxiy, face to the grounu. ihe act of prostration was later 

abandoneu ena reclining on the left siue took its place (Ueg. 23a; J. Ab. 
41 

ia. 4: l) • ttb.is was a.oue to be uii'fer ent 1'r0r.1 the pagan YIOrship . 

(g) There were three :ctnd.s of ritual fasts: 

l . ~ublic fasts: Yom Kippur (~a.an. SOb), 9th of Ab(~ . T&2n. 4 :6; 1aan. 

30b) , 17th ot T8l!IDU.S, 10th of Tebeth, Fast of Gedaliah. The first of 

theae ie the only ,!)Ublic fast that does not commemorate a national dis

aster. It used to be t he New Yee r, the f a ll equinox, and naidens dance d 

in the vineyard on the dancing floors as part of its cel ebr ation. The 
42 

priests later changed it t o a ~ay of penitence. The next t h ree fasts 

were to co::memorate the siege of Jerusalem ancl the u.estruction of the 

1rempl e , and. the last one , thr~ murde r of the Jewish gov.a rnor and the end 

of the il'lliepen-.A.enoe of the Jewish people . Jr. !.tOrgensteru p oints out 

t hat t he probable orig in of the last was as t he opening fast day, the 

wee9ing tor ~ammuz or Adonis, of the seven-~ festival befor e t he fall 

equinox. The 9th of Ab was or i gina.ll~r the opening fast day of a.n cig-ht 

ciey nature fes ;. ival end.11:li; in t he dance of the oai<i.en.s i n the vi neyard on 

the !east of the 15th of Ab. ?erhaps the other fasts too are merely the 
4S 

historical reinterpretation& of ol der nature ri tes. 

2. 'there were special fasts in t. i..1es o f social calamitiess e • t. • d r ou~ t.s 

(after t he leaa.ers o f tbe col!!I!JUllity h e.Ci r::.s . ea. without ava il). '?his -:as 

<i.erivea. from the theory that calamity came : rom sin. I n t he ~alr-uu (~a.an. 

7b) R. ~1 and others d.i.:.cu s sed. why drougit comes . anci t h e t:;cmeral con

clusiou is that it 1s due to the fact t hat I srael has unforg iven sins : 

"It' thon s eest a gene rat ion over -.hich t he heavens are as tough as iron, 



senuing nei ther dew nor ~a in, it is uue to the pe op l e ' s cor~t neecise" 

Fa.sting, ~r a.yer 8lld confession were t h~ut;ht effec t. i ve in r evoking the 

trouble. 

3. ,'le have pri vate :fasts for the follo·'ling r easons: ~ a form of p iety (to 

substitut. e for the ~•emlJle sacrifi ces, am. t. .be money sa veu l)iven to the 

poor , Ber . 6J) , as a f orm of e~iat ion of sin (~rub. 18b), t o make 

prayers more eft ective ("If a man pr a r6 aud is not answereu he should 

:tast. ~he Lora. will a.n:rner t hee i n t he ~y of distress ." J. Ber. Sa ; 

J • ~•aa.n. 65a), or as a i>reparac1on t o r revelation tstory of .Joses anci. 

..lavid , Yoma 4b) • All fe.sts wer e from <1awn t.o suns e t ( except Yoo Kippur 

a.no. Ti she b '£i> which were fo r 24 hours f l"Ol!l sunset to sunse t), a uo. usually 

on i..onaa,y or .1.'hurs<iay ot the week. •J.'.he reason given \',1cy t hese a.ays shuu. d 

be singled out for priva te tast.s is the s t or y that uos es ,::en t up t o S ine.1 

a ft e r ;he people s i nnect '7il.h t he Golden Calt on a -·hw ·scio.y, anQ. came back 

on a u.onday (Tanh. Bu. ·ueyyare. 16}. None of these fasts involv'?O. t he 

heroit att i tude s of Christianity. '..t.'hey we!'e rooteu in s ocia l a ftiliations 

which were not d is t urbe • 

The r e were c e rta i n u.ays •·•hen one coul i.! not : ast : e . g . Sabbath (e~

cep t wh en the ..e~{ of i:.touenent fa lls on the ~ab ua t h) , l4t.h anc. 1r th of :..dar, 

P-l4r1m, t.hc 1..ay befor e Yom Ki p_Jur. :.:ec illat '.1.'aani t , "tas t ing scr oll" , is a 

cal enuar of uays c o .. __ anorati ng the hap1,y occasions in J e:·:isll his ~ory on 

whi ch 1,ublic factinc, a.L i u sot:1e cases even r.iourniu::; , are fo!4b1dden. 
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CHA...PT ~R V - Op.EC~ 

(&) A Jew should wea r Te!illin r.hen he says c ertain pr aye rs . Ulla. 

a third century s.mor a , says : 11lie who r ecites the Shema -:itho1:.t the Tet

filin is l ike one who contradicts h i s ovm testimony. " His teacher R. Joha.nan 

e CLds : 't}ie is like one who brings an altar- offering wi thout the 11 bation" 

(Ber. g.b). '.i'hey were not worn ou Sa t urdays , holl.:ays, at the Templ e , or 

at ni£ht . Their c onst ruct i on anci ~ode vf wea ring was ascribeJ t o a l radit

iou r roo ~oses on Sinai (llena. ~5a). Kohle r says that t he Is rae l ites had 

'l'efillin as amulets be:ore they met the .?arsees (Ber. 2Za) • bu t a:ter co:n

b g in contac ·1:. !h t hem t h e Hass1dim r:i2de a r elif; iOilS practice o: their use, 

sayill{; a lllWl shvul not -:-.alk 4 ells without t hem (!Caan. ZOb ) . He sut;gests 

t hat the ret:ular use ot Tefillin arose i n imi tation ot the .?arsees w.h.o would 

wear a sacred girdl e 1'rorn the tiine t hey wer e 15 and \'70ul ci cons i der a 1>erson 

a s i nner i t he walked three or tour steps ,1i thout o:ie. They saiu Ahura 

JJazda defeate d .iulGr imainyu.s and ~ z wi th t h is sa.creci {;ir ul e , anu it was a 

44 
s i szi 01' the c ovena!'lt bet .1een Al.Lura :.:S.zcia. an<i his follov1ers • 

.Jlre M.e.m1 stress es t.ha.t the wor d ~ef1111n" is cieri.eti froc ~et1l-

l ab."• The ~e tillin v1e r e not useo. on Saturday mornint; 1...ue to t ht:! i"ea.r u! 

t he tem,:ltation o: ce.rrying them. He says origin.ally the:; lie.Ii 5 sec t.ions 

Deoel or;ue that usually prece1...e<i the She::ia. \'las e l i!llinat eo. by t he Rabbis in 

:.he 2nd cent ur,J A.D. in orde r to ci.epr i ve t.he heretics of the art1r.1ents 
I 

at;ainst the ..iiviue orig in of the ·ntire '..'orah. theu one sectio:1 was taken 

a'\'lay : r om t he ,:efillin. !.!.ann se.ys the Shi n on one s i cie of t. he hea.<i phyl 

actery was probabl y t o p rocl ai?:1 t o a ll that the Tefillin bec~n ~'11th ;.Jle 
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Shema, and the !ou:r-heao.ed Shin on the other sici.e \'18.S to ina.i cai.e that there 

were only four sections ins i de . 'L'hi s 1oea.ni~ was later tore otten an<i. rein

t e rpreted as a means of fofllliug Shaciuai, with the ~ith on t he knot of the 

head straJ_'ls and the Yod. fo n:1ed by \7iuuing the hanci straps. ~r. ii:ann sa~ 

this is uot the reasou for the Shin on the heau. because symbols must be 

open, ani. the knots on t he hei..d a m on t he hanri are us ua lly covered . Thie 

e:xpls.natiou by the Rabbis was !)a.rt o! t h e c.eliberate eff ort to e ra<i.icate 

a l l □emory o f a f ormer n. fth section in the 1'ef1llin. '.i.'he symbolism of 

Tefillin originall y meant t o emphasize 1,he a.cc ept&llCe of ''the yokB of the 

kill{;dom of heaven'' and wa s oriainally connecteu onl" ;.iith t.he reci t a l ot 

t he JJecelobue and the Shema i n t he morning . :mt t he Pharisees , i n their 

endeavor t o :r.ake the rel i gious ideal a guici.e :tor a l l of uaily li~e , e>..""tended 

t he use of ~efillin t o t he whole d~ • This resulteu i n t he if,"llOring of the 
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Tefillin rry the r.ia.sses a n~ i ts u~c uy only the ve ry p i ous . 

(b) One should wear a Talith or ~zizith when pr ayi ng. The l aw in 

~ut. 22: 12 said: "Thou shalt "'lE!.
0

-0? t hee t 1:is ted cords u9on t he f our co!'

ners of thy covering , wherewith thou c ove r es t th ysel f •" Kohle r s aJ s ~h is 

\'18.S t o 9:-event e~>osure o! puden~ while vial ld.ng, : u ,n as a .!_)!"1.est bad to 

g..iarcl a~ains;; naJl:8d,ness ?111eu ascen..u.DL the al tar . 'J..'he P Code • ave m is ol<i. 

9 r actice ne..., .1eaning by rulins t hat u_pon the frillf;eS of th e f our c orners 

of 1..be sannent a blue tassel shoulci. be ad<i.e<l t o remina. one of Goa. •s comma.nd

oents ana. to guard ai;ainst nakeuness . 1le have the s t ory of a scholar saved 

by his Tzlzith :rom a beaui irul ~~ostitute (~en. 4t;a). This blue tassel 

nas originall y a talisma.n, but the Raobis r e interpreted it. ~ . ~eir said 

the col or of the tas s e l -:,as blue bec ause bl ue r es embles th'? sea, the see 

resembles the s icy, anu t he sky resi::mbl cs the seat ot t.lory (ilen. 4;:ib) • A 



white friuge finally t ook the place of the blue tassel when t he snail upon 

which they relied for the aye ciisap_peared. 'the schools of Shammai allll 

Hillel arGU,ed as t o the e:alet number of threads on t his fringe . When God 

told koses Eis t hirteen attributes Ee came to h i m wrapp ed. in a talith (R. 

E. 17b) • Prof. Lauterbach says th,,t :he use of t he blae thread. was dis

card.ell. not because the art of .1rouucing the special dye necessary for Jlll.k-

i ng the 
, 

./\ 4~ J,was fors otten but bec~u.se the Rabbis wisheu t o suppress an 

anthropomorphic idea. '.!.'he use or " ~ :i.l\ ms entirel y ciiscarded at the 

close of the Talmud in the 6th century. but even before that t i me man,y 

Rabbis dissuaQed its use. One Rabbi . as early as the second hal t of the 

first century. said th.at it was very unusual to wear the blue thread ul)on 
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the ~zill:ith tven in J e rusalem l!Jen. <zO&) . Or i ginallJ 11 the Tallit.h 1'BS worn 

all uay11 btn bTadually it vta.s reserved for the morniug service . a.na. a small 

Ta l lith11 called Arba X&nforth or Tsi~ith, was ma.de as e substitute t o be 

worn under the UJ.)per ganuent . 

(c) Certain services require the us e of a. Shofa.r. I t was orisinally 

used on tile oa;y o f the fall eq_uinox l the <iate l'laS t he same as Yom Ki :p!)ur}, 

to drive aw~ the evil spiri t s that ~er e hin~e riug the risln& of t he sun. 

It vies blow:.i just be"!'ore the .:.a,•m and at the tw1lir;ht ot this <iay. :i.'he 

nain iuea oehind the blowing was to LJake a lot of noise e?M thus confuse 

aud a.rive away the evil spirits. 'i/e £110V1 that these! blas t.s wer~ b lown just 

before the sunrise (Sue. 5 :1-b) , i. o~-e.-.11er ni th. t l.'€$ use ot f l utes ana. the 

burnill€ ot torches . They were part of the "Simchat. oet Hashoevo11 celebra

tion. The use of the lamps anu. io:,Ches t:-ia.y il£ve been to 1..ake the sun rise 

by some sort of sympat.hetic magic. ~he priests trieQ to r eplace the ase 

of t he Shof a.r ·Id th the Razozroth. !.1.'his instrument is no,'lhere mentioned in 
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the early passage s of the Bi ble. Its w;e disappeared after the des t ruction 

of the ~enu>le. 'the Shotar again t ook the place that the R&zozroth tried to 

take. '4hus we see that the Phar isees t a:m over t his ola. !)Etgan idea and rein

terpret i t • ~•he ol d i dea that it ,-:as to contuae Satan survived. but together 
C.,cu4.·ol -'-i., 

r,i th it went the new ic.eas of tlalch1ot.h, Zichronoth, Sho1'roth , an6. i& was 

interpreted as an ap!)eal to Goe.. •s m'?rcy { when God hears the Shofar He changes 

His seat from the Throne of J th..i.,)Ilen t t o the Throne of !.iercy) , a reminder rL 

the ,tl tir.iate cominc; of the l.lessiah vmo would ••swallow up ueath foreve r" 

aud as a means of tnald..ng t he heart repcntant . The l aw that t he Je'i"i aeed 

not blow the Shofar but c oul d sat i cfS" his duty by merel~i lis t enh .16 to it , 

may nave been not for t he convenieu::e but i n orc..er to tLiscourage its use . 
pl <> ""\ 

~he shi ft of the t i me to the ~usaf of the Hew Year 7,as 6.ue to two reasons: 

The creat i on of the New Year by t he =' ?'ies t s on the 1s t of Ti shri, and the 

transfer by the r::asses of some o ~ the old sol ar rites usual on the olQ New 

Year; the ch.anb-e in the t i me of the Sholar blo,..,1nc rrom the bec;i nni ug of the 

service : o the i..'usat was due to the Rau.rianic persecutions o ~ .. he second. 

oeutury. '...'he Rotoa.ns t.hoQCi1t it a r evolutionary sii,n al (Bhr Ko.;hoa .. iay have 

us ed it as part of t he .:.:e ssianic i deolosy) a.nu. !.'.assac r eu. Je·:,s ·:.hen i.!'.SJ 

hearu it . ~he J er./S then put it lat r in the s ervice. eithe r t o ~ai t until 

el.'ter t he Rorua.11 of ."icials ha.ti. ... epa.rt.et.. or to :...2A:e obv i ous ~hE.t i i was onl y 
45 

part of the rel i{;ious s e rvice. 

'J.'he ::iho:"ar ,12.s a l s o origiuell y used at :~• othe .,. ti:Jes "l l ell t he 

dosi~ t.o f riLh :.en demons would dominate: in "ar, to suo:-.1on I.he eople9 on 

joyous occasions , the Rew ~oon , t o ushe r in t l:e .Sabbath, ennou.uce a co~ ·t 

decision or i'uneral . fa~t ua:,r :'or u.rou. Lt . or o.her ca l runit i es . h i7as 

l ater re interpreteu c.s a rer.iinu.e r to Goo. of the _!>eople •s !Jli_Jlc B!l<i a plea 



for ::is ::iercy . I ts orir;inal use , to s care of ! e vil por•ers t.uet v1ere caus-
47 

bu ur way cause calami t ies. s eetns quite apparent . 

(d) Por certain prayer s we require t he use of scrolls, ethrog and 

lulab. succa.h, anJ. ritual lif;ht s . ~he llentateuch. i s to be r ead on ::omay, 

... 'hursday, Sabbath, anu. other speci a l days , from a scroll. Uo other book 

wou.lci. be used. I n t he event t hat l.bere was 110 scroll t he p ortion was not 

'f 
rea u... .&"Our plE..Ilts, Luleb (palm t r t e) • ~throg (cit ron ), Ec:.da.ssa (myrtle), 

J,.rava ( willo·. branch) were used. in the fest iv~ of ::iucooth. These tour 

p l auts were l'IB.Ved in the u.i rection of t he tour ,71.rui.s , heaven anu earth (Sue • 

..,?b) accom_oanle d by the oha.uting of sa11e of tile Eallel. l t 'l'tas <lone in com

ocmor at i on of the p r ocess ion by the priests with these p lants a r ound t he 

altar when t he Temple was i n existence. ~•he · orshi9; e ··s it. he ::syna.;_,ofue 

r.onl d Jo t he samearound the Birna. Cm the s eventh 6ay, a:'te r t he co:npletion 

of seven circuits , the ·:'1llo\'7 is "ueaten a:c:,inst t ne fl oor --:iany :iwes . ':'hese 

r i i es are obvious l y .:at"ical in oricin. '.the Suocas were boo1.11s , t lt.B.t-.:hed 

as rotection a t,'ains t the sun, but a llowi!l£ t.he s -.:ars t o shine t 1.~o\lk;h them 

at night . One would live in the~ uurin{: the ua.Js o f ~ukkoth. vri&inally 

the ::iuccah arose out o: a..:;ricultural cc,ncti tions . lt r,as l ater ~einterpre

teci. as ~he memory of the ~ourney throut;h the wilaeruess (Sue. 1 :1). 

~h ere •na.s a. service called 11Ha.odalah11 at the ~l. of the ::iaobatb and 

~olydays . R • .l!ana s a ic.: E0\'7 muat ~ man say the Habdal ab bless i ll{;? (He 

<iOe:. this) ove r tbe OU!> of ,,ine , ,1ith the li~1t of t he ti re. I i' he have z:o 

wine, he p u ... s forth his he.nus towa.ro the lit.ht oi' the l amp all!l l ooiOi a.t lz 

nails. If he be on a journey, he 1,uts x'orth llis he.nus to the lit2ht o: t he 

s tars (?irE.e ..3 21). 



13eg1un1ng with the 25th aa.y o: Klslev, we celebrate a f estival tor 

eiSllt d.a,ys. It was called 11Cb.anwr.kah" i n ce l eb ration of t he h is t orical 

c leamng a nd r eci.etlicatiou .., f tile Temp l e by the !Jaecabees. '.Che fact that 

li'-:;hts wel'e used as part ot the celebrat i on anti the date (25th of Ki s lev 

like the 25 th of .December was about the ti:::e of the \'linter s olst i ce) sug

gest that it 'l?es originally a so l ar r ite t o cel ebrate t he r ebirth anci. 

l eJ~thening of the de.y. I t may be that the date ws.s the r esult of the a t

tempt of the 11accabees, i n the spirit of p oetic justi ce, to re~e~icate t he 

i'emple on the very same date Ant i ochus ;;pi pbanes had 1.1.esecratea. the 'J.'elll.Ple 

with this sol a r rite ( 2 I.Sacc . 10:5); or 1,e rhaps the liaie was an inlita.tion 

or yerpetuat ion ot an earlier pre-aaccaben solst ice : estival. ~he t act t hat 

Hillel 1'ou i;ht the tra.o.i ti on , -..tiich .,hammai !'!E.i ntaiued, that lic;ht shoul ci be

Gin With eit;ht and then dec r ease, S1.lf:gests t hat it '1'12.o orib-inallJ a sol a r 

r ice , ~-'I t is usu.al at the wint e r sols~ice ri tes 1iO have the si.rcnges t art

i f icial li~bts just before the sol s t i cc crisis anu. then gr auually uec r ease 
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them. I t ·;,as custor:iary on Ch.anw.kah t o put the H c h t et the door o f the 

house l eaL.ing t o t he s tre et opposite the mezuzah (bab , 21 b), t r at t he 

,1iudow facing the 1,ublic t horousnfar e . if he li'\' eS on en ugper floor , I n 

ti.me o~ J.au.,_e r (Persecut1oll tor f ollo,.., i llG t he rite ) he t.:.oes his ... ~ty if he 

le~ves the l i!)lt ou the t ~bl e (Sab. 22&). 
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CHAPTER VI -~ 

la) "I!r a,;fers -,ust be said cl early. rarticular e.ll(pliasis was caue on 
49 

the pronunciation ot the "t!choci.11 ot the Sh ena anll the word "A:tlen"• 'l.'he Tal-

muci. s~s ot .. ile 1'ormer, cause thine ear to hear "1.il.a.t thine lips utter (Ber. 

l..,a.J • '..'h ose ·:Lo prolon!:{ the pronunciation of t.:chod. are rewara.e<i with yro

longeu u.ays a.llCt :;ears (but " the sa.i,;es agr ee •ith hit.1 ·•.1no s8.;) :. that .i 1' one 

ci.oes not reaa. (the hems.) auo.ibly, he has still fulfilled his obli~at ion" 

Be r . 1:.:a) • R. J.ha b . Jacob said: .C.S!)ecially the 1 ( Of .b:Chod sh u ld be 

p ronouncea. clearly) • a. J.she said: He must take care uot t o s l u r ti1e let ter 

f'. ?. . Jeremiah was sittinf; in tie presence of R. Bi yya b. Abba. and. not

iceo. t hat he !)rolongeci. (~chod) e ~oeedini;l y . ~. Jer emiah sa id it was not 

necessa7 for him to thus pr ol onr it , as lone as he ha, sa i d it. \'Ti th kanan

ne.ll (B&r. 13b) . R. Ralaa b. Hauina said: Whoeve r r eaus .he ~hem... ~1th a 

clist inct _pronuncia • ion of the letters, Gehim.om is c oole ... f or h i ... (Ber . 15b) . 

lf a !Jan r.rake a lllistaks i n reciti~ the l:>hei.:ia. he s.houll1 f1J i:ack anu repeat 

i t lDer. l oa) . • Baal Keri ~editates but a.oes uot utter the 5~~Ja (Be r . 

16a) . 

lb) One shoul u not 9 ray too l oudly. R. Cilanina. Saha. : He v:ho ! .GN3s 

his voice hearu. uuri ng p rayer is of the small o-: 1'ai th (as thvu,.;u uoci. were 

hara of he a ri!]G) • Re v,h o rais e s his vo ice t:i1eu !Jraying is o f Ch e ::;>ro!•heis 

ot falsehood (1 A e l u : 28. '...'hese !>r o!).t.e t.s "c!·ieu a l o ... a. 11 ) (Ber. 24b) . Re 

who responQs .... ~en ~ust n ot r a ise his voice a bove h i ~ who p ronounces the 

benec..ic t ion (~aan. -=5aJ • R. Jonah !)raye in s ilence in the synat OLue. but 

his '"ra;,,e rs ,1ere loua. at home (J • .3er . "':l) • '..i.'he .Ami da \'l&s i11ten.:i.eu. 1.0 be 

oftered pa r tly in solellDl sileme ai1u partly i u p l aintive voi ce (but the 

r es 1, of the s t rvice a.id not have to be t hat subci.ueo., J . is•. r . 4 : 4 ). 
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(c ) .Prayer s houl d. be chanted \nth the r i i;ht tune . i le lmow defin

i t e l y t hat the rentateuch hau to be chanted in a ce!'ta in way . 2he Talmud 

says : He \'l:ho reaus the rentateuch \1itbout ttme shows a.isregaro. fo r it and. 

its laws (ileg . Z2a) • '.l!bes e tunes coula. uot be secular. He '1'1hO a.oes so 

a buses the .orah (Sanh. l Ol a) . The Shliach i zibou r V1aS su•>..,osed to c.ilant - -· 
i u a c e rtain way i n ora.e r to inte ~est those mo l i stenea.. ~hut i s Phy R. 

Jna.ah b . lla i s a i d that the int e rcessor uus t have a sweet voice ('i'a.an. 
50 

16a). There gradually arose speciti.! chants for vari ous t exts and t i mes. 



Cf,APBR Vil - gIU;.RAC'l';.R I.J.~ .?E~OlW, 

(a ) He who !)rays shoulo. be just. Up on the prophetic .9r i11cl p l e of 
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the importance of ri{;hteousness the ~obi s built t he ir c oncey t that the e f-

ficacy ot !)r ayer 'l'ra.::. pro!)ort i onate t o the r i ghteousness o~· tne person 77ho 

_ore.ys . lhe Talmud s a :r-, : "Three cr y ( to Goci. i u pra:,,er) a~ are s1ot a nswered: 

he wilo bi ves out money to r inte r est wt thout witnesses, or a cquires slaves , 

or tee _,er:;on Who is bos se<! b;,, his -:.He. Some se.y that these ty:,es of per

sons have not only a baa. fat e in this worl u. but they do not f;O t o t!le other 

,1orlci" (B • .ue~. 75 ) • '..1.'he !.U.<ira.sh stresses that Ps . 1-:5 does not say, 11God 

ls near t o a ll", bui. "Goe. is near to a ll who call upon h i r: in t ruth, b ' e1ne t." -
'i'his mea.1is obeyi ng the mitzvoth anc. bei ng kind to pe opl e (Ech. r . ~ :23 ). God 

s e;, si "If you have obeyeu. t he r.,il. zvot h I will heeci our .:)ra.; ers11 (.J\. e r . 

7:4) . /.!idr. •.,_•eh. (Bu. P • 125) stresoes l·,.1.th.t>rov . l ;J : 8 ) that God o.esires 

o:.lJ tl':.e ::1r a;;er of the "Yeshorim••• _here i s a tefillah 

prayer , of Wb.icb God does uot t~ke heed. I t ls the pra:,1e r of tJie pe~on who 

ie not richteous nor ready · o be. " God does not ans,•:er the .:.,rayers of him 

\"Jhose ha.ruts are stainod ·:nth rob"oery, as his p r r.ye r is '''ith siu. 7his is 

i · . a cc ord -~1th I sai ah 1: 11iiheu ye s preaci you:- ban~s I ,vill uot lis t en es 

your hands a ·'e f\211 of bl ood. " But Job wlio o.i<i. :10t rob , r.1s pr ayers 11ere 

pure and were ultir.1a::.ely answereo., as it says i r: :::. . 24: iie that hath 

clea n hana s and a .9ure haart . iie s hal l ~se~e ive b les.;in. t ro:n the Lora." 

(~ x. r . 22 : 4 ). If 4 man is wickea. in his u.eecis t hen he wus t fi r st cleanse 

his heart l'rom every covetousness be .,ore he .:_>rays , as it is said. ! u Job 

16: 17: nllo r ob".lery on ~ i ne ha.lllJ.S 2llli ,:iy 1>rE.yar is clean" (Gen, r • .:.:2:5l• 

111:!e who ci.t es ki ndness , he can be a ... sm·eu that h is ~r a:,•er will be answe red" 

(lid.dr. ~eh. Bue ~l ~ ) • .i.'he ~e.loud. tells the story that R • • ·deazar noulc.t. 



ci ve a ooin to e poor raan before he _ r s.yeu., as Ps . 77 sai d : "l will see 

Thy face j''"t " (B. B. 10; Yeb. 648.). '"J!he p r ayer of t aa ri~teous can 

ahange the ui spos iti on of God from \':ra th to mercy•" R. I saac said : ~he re 

are tour nays 01 cancelli ng God ' s jud,t.,nent a{;aiust us: charit y , p rayer, 

changing name , anu cha.nt;i llt:; the way 11e give onr chari ty . ::iome say it can 

be done b~ challl;ing our r esi<ier.~e 11 (R. H. lob}. ? anh. (Eoreb, !> • <Al) sa:,,,s: 

'4:eep the m1t~oth and. live", quoting .ts. 17. "Before a r.ia.n can be to l"

Given for the soci al sins h e has coomitteu he cu.s t :irst na.AB resti ~utlon. 

Ee CU.St l!l8.](e t riencls with his nei~bor before toese p rayers tor forc ive

ness can be answereu" (U. Yoma. 8) . R. Ami seys: A e1an •s prayer is not 

a.n 
accep t~d wiless he puts h.i s heart into his hancis ( W..S rig 1teously) • as 

i t is said in Lem. 3 : 41, 11Let us 11 ft up our heart with our hanci.s ui:to God 
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i n the b.ea,1ens 11 (~aan. Sa). 

(b) J:. uan should be sociall~ mi n ... e ci. ·:inen ne _>r aJS . Abbai saia.: A 

nan shuuld a l.1ays associate h i mse 11' Wi t h the coCL.uni ~- . Re shoultL 9:-ay: 

" i.:ay it be Thy will, our <.¾od , to cono.uct us in p eace" li>er. ;,Qa). ...he id.ea 

here is not onl y that the fo?'JI o~: 1.Jrayer s hould be i u the i">l ural (our, us, 

etc . ) bu t that uan •s Q,<;pirat i on shoul c:. be : or ~he ca::unon s ocial v a lues. 

Ee wllo prays ror others will be answe,.ec.i. firs i; and be relievea. hir.s el f ot 

the same need, i'or " the Loru turneu ~he captivity of Job ·::hen He p rayed l'or 

his trie1 <i.S" (Job -=-' :lO; B. K. 92a). Rabca b. liuna the el c:.er sa iu. in the 

nar.1e of Rab: 71h.oeve r oas it in his power to pr ay on behalf of h is ne i C)lbor 

ana rai ls t o a.o so, he is cal l e a. a s1.llne r ( Be r . l Zb) . Elimelcch a:,xi his 

sons were punis.ueu. f or their fa ilure to p r a~, tor their Generation (B • .K. 

92a; B. B. 90e., 91b ; .Ber . lOb) • '...'he converse of this was , he att ack on 

s el fish p rayer: "Let not the p r aye r of t he way farers tinu e ut rance , O 



Lord. before The e ." ~his P!'Sye r was r.iaue i n the ~'el!lple at,-ains t t hose -.-tio 

"oul d s el fishl y ask f or d r y weath er , even t h ougi t.he l and. ne e<ie u rain (J. 
It.. t.---"\'"i 

Yoma 5 ) • The sel tiSh p r ayer even of an e nt ire peoy l e ,res c rit i c 1zea. '.Chere 

is a s tory i n the .i.almuc.t: "~he ani;el s wiSheci to SiJ'>l: praiSes t o Gou. vihile 

t he '""t;Jl)tlans were dromiill(; in the sea. am God r ebuked t hem s93ing : Shall 

I lis t en to your ~ Y4len lJy children a r e perishine before :33 eyes ? " (Ueg. 

1 0b ; ~ota 3 6a). ~hat i s t he reason why we e l i minate ? s. 113-118 (Halle l ) 

on the sevent h day of ?a s s over , the : ra~i t ional anniversary of t he arowning 

of t h e 3gyptians i n t he Red Sea. 

(o) The iciea of intercessory p raye r p r obe.bl y arose ,.mt of thi s be

lief in the su___ner i or value of the p r ayers of the good. Dr. :rorgenste r n 

says t he i nte rcessory !)r ayers ment ioned i n the Bi bl e a.re J 2 a:id ~, an ca:ile 
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i i to e:<is ::ence j ust be for e t he i ime of J e r emiah. 1.l'be the olOQ! of these 1-ias - -

s a.r;e~ is e11eh t hat t hey c ou l d no t h.::.v e a~peared be fore thi s , i me. I n Jer. 

]5 :1 Yali-:eh tells J e r 8'l:li a h : "~Ven i f I.~os es 8.!l<i Samuel 1,ere t o s tand be.tore 

::e , I v•oul<i have no compassion upon this ;ieop le •" Thi s obvi ousl y res .s on 

t!1e t r a dit i on thi..t :.:os es and Samuel c c.ul d wi e l d unus :.a l in:':ueu.ce .,n Goa. 

th?.'ough the i r 9 r a.yars . I n .S (l.ieu . 20a7 ,l7 ) •;e l'i nci . hat God sa~,s t o Abi-

nelech i n a d~·eam: ttReturn the t en •s -:-,ife fo r he i s a ror,het ; am. l et h im 

2)1'2.Y t or thee , that t hou 1:ia.yest live. " .'/hen ::iarah is t h en r , 1.urne u., ;.bra.-

ham ' s !,ra:,e r heals l.bimeleoh . ·/le find a l s o .he s t ory ( tren. 18 : 17) of 

.1:..bral1ru., a r eui ng . with {;rea1. influence on Yali-:eh , f or the :aen o: :::>ouom. Re 

a r b-uetl that since God i s j us t He cannot u.esao:, t he rigiteous with the 

,1icked. ':.:h i s ~bes a c l ue t o its <iate . I t mu.st be later t ilP.n 1.mos , f or 

i t rejec t s e.s unwor thy of God .;he .:.estruction of the r i !;ht e ous tew r11th the 

r.ickeu.. I t is 12.1.er than I saiah, t houeri I saiah feel s that a r i oht eou.s 
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minority will survive . Abraham ! eels the.t merits of the : ew s houlc. avert 

t.he well- deserved punishment of the ::1acy. This i s a doctrin e of vicari ous 

salvat ion beyond the ideas ot I saiah. Thus t he word f fo.N gradua lly 

ca.-ne t o have t he meanillgs p r a yin::: .'or s omeone else. :.roses. the great J e ·::1sh 

l eade r , i s presented in Scri pt~re as bec i nnius his ac t ivity not onl; es r e

de•:mer and. l e ··,f;iver of I s r ael but a s inte rcesi.or, even for bis enemy ?haraoh 

(Exod.. C: 24-26; 9 : 27- 29 ; 10: 16- 18 ) . :.:any of t he pr a.~•er s ot ?Joses become t he 

mouels of later J ewi sh lit urgy. ~her~ are ::any other grea~ bi bl ical :i"if;u.res 

who p r ay tor others: Samue l , JR.vi d, Je r emi ah, ~ lis ha, Job. 

I n the later da~ of the i:iecond. Tm:ple p i ous peopl e \tere said. to live 

ilJ. rel estine who were en11ov1ea. with superior r.,o.1er at !)rayer. W chler sa.,rs 

that the ~"'" 't.JJ(, r e ferred t o in the 'i'al::nud , 11ho ere ce.lled uµon t o 

i utarceue i n 9 r~•er , were very r i i#lt eous men, not _.. miracl e- worid.::g ..:s-
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senes as . .aey b-reat schola rs have sail.I.. One of theL was the lei;enua-r J tlfr 

ure of O'lias tile circl e- a.ra~·,er, who i s .;aici to .have lived. in tne 1st cenury 

.a . c . au'- could. bring an<i sto.9 rain by llis _orayer as ::,eznuel lle.ci ouce ~one 

(Te.an. 238.) . ...en. r . 1;5 : 7 says : "'.£he r e was no r •• a.n a.s yet on earth to . ue 

the creatures worship God. as u.i o. Elijah a!lC1 Cnias the circle- u.ra::.er by bri~ 

i llo <.:.0\'1l.l r aiu t ro:a heaven throw;h _Jra:;er ." Jose.:.)hUS .;ives a "2thetic story 

of t he he roic cieath o f Onias (Ant . 14 : 21) : •~here -z;as civil Tar be t een 

the two brothers , Aristobul us end 5yrcaws . '!'be latte ?' '':GS ·::,e s i ef;i nr, 

J e r us a l er.i and found ~oni ou .. :; i de the city. li~: rcalIUs esi:cd Eoni to .::urse 

thos e iu the city so th.'> t ;:·rrca.nus could win. Roni pr ayeu i :is t ea u : 'O 

Goa., King of t he univc r:;e , sbce the~· tha::. st.and now with ~ 1:ere are Thy 

1>eop l e, an_ those that a.re i>es i et,-eo. a re ~ p ?'ies t s , I beseech '.i'!lee tb&t 

Thou ca.yest neither hearken to tile 1>r.:.;;er s of : hose a :.,aiust t11ese , !10::-
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bring 1.0 ef i ect i·:hat these pr ay a t; .. iust ... hose •• wherelJ.!)on t hey stoned him. " 

~ile ~almuu. says that his two Gr a.m.i.sons , a bba ~illda.h en,. Hanan the Ria.den, 

e.l so had this miraculous p owe r ot bri ngi nr. ci.o,-.n r ain f or the p eopl e b7 

their praye rs (Ta.an. 23ab) . Both were seici t o be ver-;1 virtuous . ~here is 

a s tcr-J i:1 t ;ie ~ al11t11d that the P.abbis sent e pair of scholars to Abba Hil

k19.h asking hiiu : o .LJl'&:,· for rain. "17hen tbe;,1 ca.tie t o h is house the~· dia. 

not fii:ti. hi::i ut h ome . ~hey went ~o see him in the fie ld aJ'l0. ne w~s ,!llOU@

i ~ . ~hey g reeted h.io but he cliu. not heed tr.em. Towards even.bg ile picked 

up chips of wood anu, carrying the chips on one shoula.e r enc. his c l oak on 

tlle other, went home. ~he ,·mole l onf. way he u.iu. not put on his shoes, ex

cep t when he had to cross the water. When lle caoe to thorus anu. sh~bs he 

lifted U!- his ga."T.lE!nts . When he reached the c ity h i s \'life cat:1e to r.1e ,3t 

hi~ bedecke u with her finery. Arri ving at t he ~oor ot his house , he l e t 

her enter :'irst , then he fo llowed. He sat <io--m to eat , but u1d not invite 

.. he scholars t o joi n .dm. ~ stribut i n.; cakes t. o Lhe chiliiren • he gave to 

the older ch ild one and to the youni;er t. wo . '.:urnili.g to his wife , , e said.: 

"l lo1ow that these scholars cai:re to see me on ac~ount of r aiu; let u.s So 

up to t he roo! r u. pray, t he Holy One, bl essed be Ee, \":111 ..>e rhaps accept 

our pr e.yer , and the r e Vli ll be rain. " On the rooi' he stood. praying in one 

corner ami she in another . '..'he c l ouds appeared firs t ove r thi:: corne r 

\'lhere the •,7i fe stood. He then caoe d o\'tn t o tbe rabbis t. o tell them that 

i heJ do not need his p raye r . but they real ize that he is mouest anu nas 

a l rea<iy p r ayed for thee. 'l'hey the~ a s~ a. him to expl ain bis strange 

e.ctiona that atterno,m. he said to them: I hired czyself out for the 

de.y, so 1 thoUc;ht I had c o r i cht to inter~ pt my work. I ;-:or e the gannent 

on the other shoul~er, a& the b--annent. v,as borrowed. I prefe rred being 



soratched rather than t earing the garment . that was wb,y l 11 tted 1t when 

l cros sed the bushes. Lly ·,ife ca::1e to me all dres sed u9 so that l Should 

not cast an eye ~on anot her woman. •rhere was not enough food. I did not 

want to invite you and c;et than}a; for nothing. I &a,ve the yonnger child 

more cake as he goes to s chool. The c l ouds ga thered ove r the corne r where 

1.,y ·:lire stood because she is a ;dnder pe rson than l am." Henan was called 

i;he Hidden, as 1n his modesty he used to b.iue himself. We al::io hear of 

Benin.a b. ~sa 'Who was SWllllOned by "lath Johanan b. Z&k.tai a.!l.d. Gamal iel II 

t o ~r ay f or thei r six sons (Ber. 33a- ~ b). R. J os e the Galilean is als o 

::ientioneu a s o.ue "4lo c culd intercede tor the people and bring rain (J. 

Ber. 9b ). 

LatE r generations would r efer to these great heroes of I.Traye r and 

bemoa n t hei r departed. 9owe r . One said; When R. Judah took off his shoes 

once (prepa reu t o fast and praieci. !or rain) the rain descended; but we 

afflict our s ouls and cry aloud a.nci. there is none 1.hat t a.lms notice of us . 

Our predecessors j eopardized their l ives tor the sanct i f icat i on of the 

liame , but we do not (Ber. 20a) • l n l ate r ti:..es when they wanteci. someone 

to !)ray tor rain for the coor.nmi ty Lhey would "Pl.ace bef ore the Ark an 

old a nd experie.1ced l:lSJl• who has children am his house i s empty . so t ba.t 

his heart may be ,<!loll y devo; ed to prayer; one whose youth has been spent 

virtuous l y. Or they send. up a person who toils wi t hout success , YJho has 

his labor inves t e d in the fie l d •••• who is modest. agreeable , knows how to 

cha'lt wl th a sweet voioe, wel l versed in $cript ures , W.sbna, _al1m1d, hala

ohoth. a &;adoth. p rayer. -hat 1s Why they S.Si<ed R. I saac ot the school ot 

R. l.m1 . o pray tor them" (~aan. 16b). 

'rhe g reat intereessory prayer o f our liturgy ia the Ka~dish. 



in Paleatine 1n the last cantury B. o. ~. ~he abeenoe ot &:II¥ retereuoe 

to Jerusalem am the deatro~d Taqple. ita simple. W21D7st 1oal esobatolog, 
i.;.,..11. 1:. 

point to a elate before the destruction of the Temple. The~ter ?io■~er 

i.Jli>liea tl:at a lm.ddiah-lilat p~r -.s in existence at a period of the 

rise of Ohriat1anit7. (Da Sola ?ool, The Iracid.1.ah, 2nd ed., P• 23) • With 

the transfer ot the center of Jewiah life to Balwlon the ltaddiah received 

there its d.1st1not ive literary form. Or1g1l:lally 1t n.a a closing do~loa 

at the end. of a lect ure (Pool, P• 10). "'lhan Israel aaaembles 1n t he 

houses of stu~ to hear the aggadah from a preao.her, one ougbt to respond 

71~~ f.r, ,"'!." •;,•/"- (Ber. a&; Sab. ll9b). It was said to dismiu the 

00?1Gregation with a note of messianic hope.(lt ia the principle elaeWhere 

stated 1n endi.Dg in a ~, 6 ·,z~ J. I.leg. 74b} • The discourse ( 

was d ivided into three parts; (l) Introduction 

ition itself /<-<. , ~ (3) Ocmclusion /c./'o -,( -;,t, (.Bacher says 

the Conclusion was called r-o but 

1ng address ). The Oonoluaion eno.ed with wo"'<i:: vf comfort trom messianic 

l ore. It seems that the different preachers would g rao.uall7 develop fixed 

tor . .is IOrt their aOD.bluaicma. {J • Ker. 4 :2, 7d.). Th i& conclwi.1Ilg o.oxolog 

was graanally oalled tbe Xaddiah in contrast with the la as aacred nature 

of the preceding aggadah. It waa composed 1n .A.ramaio; not t he popular 

kind but the eahool language of the Targum. a semi-Hebraic torm ~ 

Aramaic (thia linguist ic co111Pos i tion 1a origiml. Pool. P• 17). Tbe ol der 

portion of the X&<idiab wa& a sort of messianic p rayer based un the exobat

ologioal ideas of t in&l redaau>t. ion at the eno. o t ~ as found i n ilzak. 

38,23 (IM "dotory of Goci o~er Gog am JJ&gog stated 1.here 1'111 result in 

the hallowing of God•• Il&me in the 'l'IO rld. and the conplete tultillment of 



Ria will.) (Lilm tbe hterDOaters Hallowed be t- name. ~~•co•• 

Thy Will be done on earth u it la in heaven, etc.) ••• J'rcm tbe d.o20lo0 

in tbe house ot s tuq the X&cidish gradzaall.y became part of the liturg, 

and :t'iDally ended ~ b7 also tlDOUoniDg as a pra~r foJ~ t he dead.. The 

latte r easily developed out of the great en:pbasis made upon the efficac7 

ot saying the reaponse to t he Ka<iciiah. (ne ~tio Jouhua b. Le-.1 ot the 

3rd century said: "The evil deoree is annulled tor h i:n WhO responcla 

with ooaq>lete devotion"• lShab. 11'.}b l ;R • .D1m1 of the 2n,d. oentuey even 

said: One ~ inter~t t he Sbem0ne ~sreh or the atud;y o f .Esekiel •• IQJBtiO 

cbariot to make this response• (Ber. 21b) ••• •It is a s·a.re omen of aahation 

when one gi'rea this resp onse in a ciream•(.Ber. 5?a) ). It was also held 

that t he right eous resp ond with ,,.·.,e, •,t from the Garo.en ot &le:n9 and the 

transgressors ot Israel answer />(.'/<from Gehinnom (Pirke d. R. E. 2). 

A further belief -.s t hat "the son -.1nd1cates the father" (Sanh. 104,a) • 

.b.'veey man should lea'te behind a son ( "God is tull of c1ondemnat ion tor him 

who leaves no ao.n to talm h1a place" (B. »athra 116a) II because1~ his son 

be li'Yea ("One lives 1n one'• male children," s~ th◄3 :cystic Sim.on b. 

Yobai (~aanith 6b); lJI.-Yid left a son behind wortb_y of himself and there

fore of him it is said, when he died, that he slept; ·but Joab le lt no 

eon behind who inherited h11 greatness, so ot him i t is said. he died" 

(B. Bathra 116&, bas ed on 1 Xillgs 11: 21 J) and is redeemaa. ( the dead re

quire atonement and none oan do this better than a s on or grantlson 

jPes. Rabe 95b; Sanh. 104&; I sa. 29s22 interpr eted as the !'edemption of 

~braham by Jacob, Gen. r. 63)) • This r esulted in tbe1 recital of Kaddish 

by orphans to redeem :parents. A legend g radual l y gniw up i n Gaonic 

timee (after the oloee ot the Talmuli) that Akiba taugb.t an orphan to 
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recite the 1'adct1sh in order t o save his f ather troc Gehenna. Later Babbia 

denied this etticacy of t he p raye r and say t hat it v,a.s t o be said ~e rely 

i n r ecognit ion of t he !.le.rent's ~erit . The general feel inc of the !!lasses 

has alwaJS been that thi s pr ayer c oul d save t he J &!"en t from t he !ires of 

Gehi ll!lom. 1he Kaddish is therefore s a id on ly :or elev en .ontbS so as not 

t o s uggest that the parent i s so unworthy as 1.0 receive a 1.,a.ximu!D sentence 

i n Gehill!lom. 

4 p rayer tor t he u"Overnr.ient is reci t ed everi Sabba t h afte r the 

?.attarab. ~his is ba.seu on Jer. 29:7 and b bot h Z:2, "Fra:y f or the welfare 

of t he govenrnem . .. I t ::loses \7i. t h a r r e.:.,er : or I s r ae l am Zi on •s r e demp 

t i o~ (Jer. 23: 6 i Is. 59: 20) . 

The s ~eri or va lue of the pr &3er o: so_ e 9e o9 l e uoes not ~ean t hat 

!:'lat: :te ecis an inte rces :;or (man or &...1-.,Pe l) -:then h e !)r ays . R. J uden of l !l? ~th 

c e.::i.tury se.id: I f 2. man r.cas a ;)at r on, ·,·,hen t r -,.,.ole c o::-es, .!1e ... c;e s :Jot a t 

o!lee ent e r i r.t o h is pat r on ' s presence , but co~es am stanus at the ~cor of 

h is h ouse and calls one o f .. i.e s e:-va..'1t ~ O!" a :nez:ioer o f l"i is faoil;•, who 

bri~"'S wo~Q t o h i o : So and so is s tandir,G a: the e ~t r~~ce o f ; vu r ::ourt • 

.?erhsps t he pa~r on w111 l et him in, 9:-he.ps he will . ..ai.e hb v;a1t . God 

is not like : ~.at . If t r ouble co~es up on a =an, ~e ~e~Q ~ot ~r-J to ~icbael 

or Gabriel, b;..t l e t hi:-· c ry unt o :.:e , anJ I wil : &DS\7e!" h i !_ f orth,:;ith , as 

t?ie Sc!"ip ·rn ..... e s e.; s , •"l/hoscever st a ll ::a ll on : he . .2..- ~ o f .:t:e Lor d s ha ll 

be delive-ed" lJ. Ber . 1;::.a). '.:'t.e !.'.k!'a.sh ex1 lains tr.st Goci. : s a ~r~ f,fl\J 

~or e ll pe ople . A r.:o:rcal ce?!l..ot aea:r i -:;,o .:-~ r so~s tal kir.__ a c ti1e sar.-.e i.i=,e , 

b:t .. :}ca. i s .. ot so . Ee hears anu. e.e ~e!Jt S the • a :,er s o~ a l l ":ho spea✓- to 

~ L . (even t h c;-..G}l : he:,· s:,eak a : : h e S£....ie t:L:e }. Goa. i s a 

e no~he r s ense too . If a :,oor :::ian ::o:::es be t o ~e a mortal , .r.e r:L.';,' ~ot l!s~en 
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to Jilin; but if a rich . .:an c omes he will listen; but God is iaot so, all are 

equal before liL-.i, slaves , :poor a.nu rich. It is s een iu that t he pr ~ er ot 

~oses (~s. 90) and t he J rayer o~ the poor man lrs . 102) are both c a l led 

:!)mJ e rs . ~'h is 1s t o i ea.ch th.et a ll are equLl before Goci 1?11 i>ra:;er. God 

even listenea. t o t he pr e.,•e r o f .:'haraoh (3;.: . r . 21 :4 ). GoJ list ens to the 

::>r e!'e r o~ the •:;ickeci even thvut,;h ':.hey onlJ p ray i n t roubl e ancl ·::hen the 

troubl e i s !)~Se el they r eturn to t i1eir perve rse says (Nebu,::had.nezzar , l)3.n. 

4 , ?haraoh, Ex.od. 9 , t;lven as e~Lr:tpl es ; Ex. r . 12:9 ). I n t i Me of illness 

a au•s own pra~•e-s are more effective t han ~ · :poss ible interces !:.ory praye r 

(Gen. r . 1:33). 

(d) Only a pe rson desc en<ieJ.. tror.1 a p ries t ly tamll:, c uulu p ronounoe 

t he ? riestly Benediction lNes i ath Kap1ie.yi:n ) . lt was orig inally ut ter.eu. by 

the .i!oh:lllim at eve r public servic e in t he _e .. ,ple l • Taan. '¼ : 1 l but it. was 

l ate r r estrict ed to the morning service ('.:aan. 25bl , t!le :.:usaf service of 

Sabbath and !iolydays , the Uincha serv i c e for t he tast cia;/1s , e.ui the :ieilall 

s e rv ice on the afte rnoon of Yorn Xippur. ..,fter the CLes :. r uci; i or. of the 

Te1:1pl e i t :·,as tra nsplanted i nto the Synacoi;-ue lU• Sot a 7:: 6 ) . 'J.'he 1>r ies t s 

would. t ake oft t heir s hoes, asc end t he p l a t fonn before t .he a.r~, cal l e._ the 

11.iAlcban" (a tt " r the c l evat.eu !)l ace i n the .1. e m.'1e up on ,j-J.icil t n & Levi ;;es 

stoou wh en they sang in the Temple s e rv ice, .:.i • ..i.rachin 2,: o ) , r aise t,re i r 

hands up t o their shoulders ( in the '.i.'e m:!}l e t hey wciul<i. rs.:se : hec abo\'e thei r 

beaus (Sot a :,ea) l , .!ove r tll8:°Jse hes -;-1ith the 1.i!a.lith am f ace the c ongr ega

tion. 1'he c ustow c;r a a.ually deve loped ( i n p os t.- talmudic ti!':Jes) for Kohanim 

to arrange their 1'1nc.-ers so the;. five 0!,e ni14.:s coul d. be o is~int.,-uished in 

accord \·ii.th Cant . 2 :9 , "He peere t.h t hro·..i.ch t.he latt ice." .t'he people were 

a tlv i sed not to look at th-= Kohan im v:hen the y bl essed the::. {Hat;. 16a ). '.£'he 

p:-ies ;;s ::,rouuunced t he blessi n& ·uord. b3 7-0 r tl a:"t E:r the r ea1tng. 
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The a bove custom 1s pr obably a:ue to t he fact t hat some were not 

fa.111iliar with the text . Perhaps another reason was the growing tencieno~ 

to !...'lal!8 t he priests :"tm0 1. io!l not. as inte ?-Cess ory but as a ctelegat e of the 

co:i:ummity. 'J.1hus they wc.uld follow the ,-«:>rds as o.ictat eu by the Shliaoh 

hi bou r (see le.ow) • Vle ;mo,, that a gr adual increase o f lay control over

took even t he posi 1.ion of High &ries t in the •emple. Originally he offered 

a naily burnt o!!e rint; to t he peo11le out ot his own ::ioney. On t he after

noon of :.he JJa.-; of £ tons ent he wo1..l d t;o thruugh a special e::.."!)i atory rite 

for the p eop l e . bearlu i ncense into the Holy cf Rolies. .1,.he ?harisees 

{;rs.dual ly insiste d on p~illf, :01• the <.l.a.ily sez rlfi c es the::1selves enCL 

having a Gr oup of l~en there to ind.ica t e that t he prie s t s \"/ere not their 
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metl.la t ors t lJ God. ~•he ell fi"ereuce of opinion betw.: en tLe Sed<i.ucees anci the 

?harisees abou t t he i ncense on the a :~t ernoo::1 of .. he l>a;r c f Atonem• nt 1:ia.y 

46 
hl-.ve bee:1 caused by t he sa.Y?e s t. rugc•l•:i for l ay con1. rol. 

(e) An:, capable person coul d be chosen by i.he conu"'I'ega tion t o leao. 

it i n p r ayer . J.lr. Ia.elsohn po:nts ou! 1.ow the i dea arose tha t a layman 
2~ 

who was q_ual ifieu. could serve a s precentor i n the syn~ogue. I f he klle •,; 

t !l-e _pr a:,,e rs , the moces V?ith ·:b i ch to, imp rovise :he the:=es to !1 t int. o t. he 

1Jr a;;er frames , and had a sweet voice,, he wou.l<i lea<i. and the c ongrei;:- t ion 

woulu. I:la.ice brie f responses to Ills pra~ier. rhese laymen may have physical 

detorml ties , but t.hey bad. ~o be :trei! f r om s1:>eect. aef ec: s l,B. :.le[; • 24b) , 

clean i n appe ar ance ('l'os . Mes. •- ) , and of r:iusical ability. layt.'en -::ou ld. 

ta:,.:e their t uru &t beill{; ~hliac.h 'J.'zibbur, the o.el e1;ate Of t he ~onc. r egation. 

'..'he _,ro:t'essional cant or a r ose l2ter ciue to t. J:e i t}lor..1.ce o ~ the _people 

(Byzantine ani ilaGi persecutiuus h.a.u s to2veci the J ews frou st.uccyin6 ) , and 

the new art istic cie~ns t hat arose: i n order to sillG t.he :>i ~•yutb (a 



metrica l f or m l earned t rom the Arabs , J:-equir1ng r~thmical, i nt ricate music 

t o rende r t h em; t hey came in 800-1000 c . E . }. The chazzan, ;,,no used t o be 

the bead l e , du r ing the 6th and 7th c ent uries becane the pr ecent or. Great 

cbazzanim arose 1.0 give t he pos i tion honor i n cent urie s late r . Zven t hen , 

·:;henever there was a capa ble layman w}JLom t hey wished to honor they c ould ask 

h im to r ead. any or a ll of the servi cef; • '!he characte r reg_uirelil::lnt is evi

den t i n ·. ne custom of t he individua l l uvited to act as Shlic.oh Tz i bour 

t o t wice r e fuse t he invitation as a s1::,'"ll of mociesty. 
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llH:-f'J'AR Vlll- I>SYCRQJPGigAL 

~ese re uirer:1ents are all i n:!luci.eu. i n t ile c oncept of "X&Lvana". I\ 

means ac t1ug with the r if;ht a t. t ention . i11tent ion, ~oncentra tion. ana. <1.e

votion of the "heart". In Rabbi nic psychology hea rt means the i ll?ler ::ian, 

cousoieuce, o ind or will. '?he Talmuo. calls prayer 

(Taan. 2a) anci. says 

prays shoul d turn his eyes down bl t his heart up. "Set me as a s eal upon 

thy h"!art . as a seal upou thy a!'ln" (Cant . r. 8:6). It thou ::anst not go 

to ih.e house ot pr ayer, p ray on thy couch; if thou art unable to fra'Ile 

t~• words , let thy heart l:l&dita t e in silence (Tal. 4 ). It is LOt 1.he 

per s on but tnc hearttu.lness of the pra~er t Jiat coants: ''Al l are equ a l be

fore Gou. ~he rayer of ~oses anQ t he pr a ~~r of t n e poor =an are both in 

i he .?s a.J.ms" (S:coe;.. r. 21) . A human j U!it;e hears only one sh.e a t a ti!':le , 

b:.:. t God hears t he whole worla a t oi:ce. ~ l a:-e e;ual \'.U&: t hey co:i.e be t ore 

Go , •·10 1:ien anu sleves , Sa{;es a.w. t ool s , pl"or &XlCI. !'ich. .1.'he one kiportaut 

fac tor is t. ha t they brill{; t heir hearts, 'llnen t r,o oeu eo t o c ar t , oue rich 

B!ld one _>o-.>:-, t he jucice is ::,rejuui c e1.1. toward the rich, bu t Goci uoes 0 1. hi<ie 

lii s face t rom the poor ( if they !)r ~·ea. ·•1i th t heir hea rts (_i<.ir. eh.• :su. 

196) • R. c iyya b. Abba sa i ci i :: t he L ~ :ie of !l. Yohanan: 7.'hoeve r prolont,s 

his :>ra;;e r ana. cal cu la t e s on it ( cioes not pu t heart i n 1. o i t : uses r a•·c ::- es 

a raecluwical t ool) will event ually .::ooe to pai n of he a rt (Ber. :.2b) . R, 

I s aac said, J.'h ree t hings cauce the sir.s ot :::rui to be r emembe:retl. One is 

calcula ting i r. (hea r t l es s r.iechanical) pra:;er (Ber . -2b ) • R. Elie zer had 

criticized the prayer t hat is 11keva11• n. J acob b . I c.lc.i e.xpl a i ns it as 

reterrine to a pers on who fee l s his p r aye r a buruen not au a c t ot the 
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heart) (3er. 28b) • ''To three s i ns ::au is daily l i able: thought s of evil, 

::-e lian~e on (oechanical use of) p r s.;,-er, an ... ::.lane.er'' l.!A• K. 18) . u 1,'le should 

uot start to ? r e:.:,· e4!:ep t \JF-' ~rr.:> l'N•, and ot in .. he spirit ut ~ or 

liem- haauet!.ness a~ :wt •oi th empt y ·:,'Ord.s t ' f(? r•'l?1) bl..t .. .ue ;,ra;;er 

s _.,;.lu arise cut o ~ the heart 11 .L:1 - eh. 3u. p . 4~) . 11Gori r equl!'es ot 

I srael , hat in ;ime of p r aye r tile;r sh.:> ... : · .;ive nil=. al l ..heir hearts•• (.anh. 

~o-:o 1) tor never,✓ tultilk 1ent ot □itzvoh .requires kavana" (3er . l3ab, t:eg . 

Zva, ~ul. 3lab, J . Yeb. 8.9a) . R. ~i;r.,"a quo~es Ra.b 1tra: One who s2.3& 

t ~e ~efillah cr~st J ire~t his heart L O each benediction , but if unable to 

·o s o he r.n..s t at least irect his hear t \O one (Ber. 34b) . 3ab saici: l:t 

one r .:=ci t ed only one verse : "liear, 0 Isra el, the Lora. our God t l:e Lorci is 

O:ce•• ·~i t h t he r1gnt spirit, but -::as then overcone b~ sleep, he has ::'ulfilled 

h i s o·:>lis ation. R. llahnan useu. to t ell .his servant ~roi 71or::-y ae ( to 

keep aWG.1:e) fo r the first "~rs e (Sbena ) but <io __ ot u.o so a~te r that . R. 

J oseph b. ~ba saici hls f e:,her ffoul d :'l:!e!) a.~e 1or th~ ~1:-st ·:e r se but 

~ii~~t i :;y o~ ·-or ds but the spirit -:iith ·-.hich they a re u:te:-e<i., tbe a.e votSon 
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of ,1 e "hea rt" t nat soes wit h t t:_em. 

(a) r raye r nee<i.s a "!)ure heart•• • J u..;t as I srael ,?u:-ifie-.l :ts heart 

good to all , but t2 f · ,if :o thos e r.ho l::.axe a oure hear t" l ilici. - eh. 3u.. 
':' ., -. T -

P• ~ :>: • .?s . 73;1 a:: u : &. 24: ''lie t:'.at .uath clea:i henAs a.:n a. p~e nee.rt ") • 

ihis CO:!cept is ~te::i re~a:,ed in t he 3ible as a ... . n<i.it i on of r i gbt rela

t ion to Goa.: "Love purene ss v f nea:-t " (irov. 22:11 ; c f . ~emont o::i the 
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"·?he wol'da ot t he pure are p leasant wo:::-ds•• :rov. 15 : 26) . The word "clean" 

i s often used of relig i ous objects in t h e Bi ble: the Israe l ites were ~o have 

only pure olive oil, or incense , or gold for t he mercy seat, or the bea; en 

caudlest b k3, or the be lls of t he Higll ?riest 's robe. They were t o !)Ur1i'J 

t~e sa~ctu.ary or the a l tar wlth hyssop or f ire. This idea of ttpuritY" is 

easily t:ran.si'erreci t o function as a concept of r elig i ous inwardness . "lJake 

:,ourse lves clean" (Is. 1 :16) . ' 'The fear of Ya.h: .eh i s clean" (h . 1 9 : 9 ) • 

( b ) ?re.yer needs upright , s t r ons, couregeo1;,s heart . God uoes eood 

:.o those Who a re upright i n heart l"J\izf, t ·1t•/(l,Lia. Te. an. P• IA , co::oent

i nc o:. Ps . 125:4) • '.i'ne Tal?IJU.d. se.~.IS: Our Rabbis have tau:,;ht: tour t h i ugs 

require et:ort (courageous s t r ivi :qg ) , '..'or ah , s ooJ. deeds , p rayer, a !!d worl cilJ 

occupation. 'A'heme i s it that Torah a."lti good deeds (re~ulre i t )? "'-5 i t 

is sai d , "Only be s t rong and very .-,ouras-eous to observe t o do all the l a •.; n 

(Josh . 1:7) 1 "be strong"-in Torah, am rtve ry cour a{;eous"--in gooci deeds. 

:'/hence is it t hat pra~r (re~ulres i t)? J.s i t is sai ci, "Wait for t h e Lord; 

be strong, a.no. l et t ~ heart take c ou,.~e ; yee., wa i t tho..i to'!' the Lor d" 

(is . 27:14 ; Ber. 32b) • 0 Be stronc an-:. of e:;ooa. c ourage "a r e t ile l as t wor ds 

o: ~oses t o Joshua and I srael (~t. Sl). l t repeats i t self in t~e Bible 

1-:iany i imes: "Be s t rong and atrel:ll;t hen your heart , a ll ye t hat .:ope '!"or the 

Lord" (?s . Sls2~) . ? erhaps the stateme:it of R. Juni : One ' s p r ayer is not 

accepteci unless he puts h i s h ea rt i n n i s ban.us (not n.e rel y li rt bis hanci.s 

but lifts his han<is with his heart {Tsan. Sa ) r e fers to t h i s c ourage of t he 

heart that true p ra:,er neoda. 11Ee who p r ays should put his e~ bel ow 

( some say eyes above ) but h e ::.ust ciirec t b is heart upt:ard 

(Yeb. 105b, lOSa , Ber. J Oa, etc.} . Pra;rer neeri.s thi s spiritual initiative 
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on the part of uan, for "everything is in the han:ls ot heaven except the 

fea r of heaven" (Ber. 3.:.b). 

The heart should soar al oft to an a·nareuess ot the l>ivine ? r esexoe. 

The p i ous men of old used to wait an hour before tlle;r sa id the Tefilla.h in 

order to ( first ) direct t heir hearts t o their Father in heaven (Ber. 30b) • 

Why does the section "Hear, 0 I srael" p recede 11.k.nd it shall come to pass 

if ;;e Shall haar:iten11Y So that a man shall first rece1ve upon hi.Jlaelf the 

yoke of t he com-ian ,rn~ts (U. Ber. 2:~). lie \Ibo prays must fee l as if the 

Sc heoh111& (God's ir.manent presence) were stauding before him, as it is 

saia (Ps. 16), "l have set the Lord before me contiD12allY" (Sanh. 22b). 

When R. Elieze r was 111 his d isciples nent in to visit him. They said to 

hi!la lJaster, teach us t he we.;ys of life -r'.ae reby we may be .,.,orthy of the 

life of the \~rld to coca. He said 1.o t hem: Be carefU.l of t he honor of 

your colle~i.1es . Restrain your children from recHation ; seat lhct1 bet,:1e en 

knees o r disci p l es of the wise ; and 7:nen. you _ ray, know be:'ore WiiO!:l ye 

s tane, and on that ac.!ount will you be worth3 of th.9 ··:or l a. to come" (.Ber. 

28b) . 

The awar eness of the ..ii vine .?resence prou.uces , ·1,h s.t Otto ce lls , 

the :t'eeli?lf; of bei ng a "crea ture"• This is four.d illustrated in ~bbi nic 

col.l::len~s on .?s. 65 :29 
110 Thou v4:lo heares t prayer, unto '.a.'hee a ll flesh shall 

come"• 11R. Ee zeidah s l:.i d : The prayer o f r:uu1 i s not heard unless h e :::akes 

his hea rt li1'e f l esh (before God ' s u.i vine presence ~" i 'he ilia.rash nakes a 

si:::iilar !Joint in s t ressing ,C1at the verse in l'salr.ls r eads : "All fle sh shall 

coioo" anu no~ 11every .. .an" Ula.. '..'eh. Bu. f> • z . 2) • 

This w,areness of the Jiviue i mplies reverence e..n<i pa.t ience in our 
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prayer s . Commenting on .Prov. a,e, "~l u,.e ,,.oro..s ot my mouth a.re in right

eousness ; there is nothing froward in them," the illdra.sh sa ys , "There 1e 

i n thelll neithe r i111Patience nor haur;htiuess" (Mid. ~eh. Bu. 2.1). Simon b. 

Shetah •;-:anted to ex.ccrmmm1cate E:on1- Ha:mna.gol fo r his i r r eve rent ap1>roach 

to God (Taa.n. 238.) • '.i.'he pra:1er o f Ald.ba. was ef:·ective , but no~ so the 

pre,;/l?r of R. Elle.ze r because the Bath Kol said, "The one is ot forbearing 

disposition" (as i s p rope r before the Jivine , ~•aan. 23b ). R. Rel bo said 

l u t..!le na.ce of R. zit.ma, Every r.ien iu Ytlor.:i I. here is fear o f Go , i.is :or<ia 

a r e h'le r a. (Ber. ob ) . In t.he bat t l e with Amalek i t \"laS not :loses with up

lifte d hanus that brought victory. I t was not the brazen serpent that 

hea led those bi t.:en by s erpents in t be uesert . I n both cases sa lva tion 

c~ bee u.se t he Israelites looked u.p t. o their Fathe r i n .ileeven am sub

ject ed their will to Hi!= (Jr.I. R. Ji. 3 : B) . 'lhe pa t i~e a.nt1. reverence with 

which one ::rus t be aware of the Divine is ftlr the r illusi r a.iec. i n the fol

loWing: One cr.ist ~ot. stami u,p t. o sas :l.'efillah ezcept i n s er10tiS frar.e o f 

min.ti Vfc-, 11l)f' (opposite c f t/ft. ) .111', , lightness of :ii na., Be r . ZOb) . 

R. F..&na b e Hanina said: It a man s ees t hat he p re;; s &:t<i i s no t aswere · • 

he s h .:,uld repea t his p rayer, as 1 t is saici., 11Wait ~or t he Lo!'d, be s trcng, 

a.lli let t~ hes.rt take c ou!'ace . Yee., wait thou t ot t.he Lord " (?s. ~7 :14; 

l er. 3.2b] • With sitrila.:- empbe.s is the :.:l ei.rash (~eh. Bu. 44) r epeats the 

'le rse : rorr. Lam. 3 :25: "The Lora. is ec,od unto the!.:l t ha\ v,ai t fo r Him, to 

the s oul that se~keth Him"• 

Hence a r.an ,•nose mi nd is not CO!:!.POs eu. '.'.het.Ler dv.e to t..rink 

(Ber . ::;-:b , .er . o5a) or az! i,"'!'J (~r . 65e.) or ·1orriea. ( c1ay ot north wine. , 

Er . 6!-8.) or busy wit h. business (one vdlo has j ust cane rrom a j o~rney, or 

within thirty days ot it , gr. 65a), should. not ,i_Jray. One sho~l · prS3 

only lJh 1z-1.:> r 'JV'(Sa.b . 10). For God is near lo all wh o call upon 



Him ..l'~H i n truth (?s. 145; Ech . r . S: 25) • 

Real p ra1er is rededication of our sp i rits to the high moral goals 

we have !ailed to reach in the past . I t is 0 receivins the yoke of t he 

kingdo~ of heaven"(!!. Ber. 2:2) . I t should be noti7ated by love (Yoma 

86a) . '..'he higi;lest ty!)e of moral prayer in Judaism is calle'1 

It comes froo t be word l 't,"to s o back.ff. which -che prophets useu i'or re-

ye"lt a.me. 'l'he reason tor thei!" use of this terr.. is that t hey were a re

actionary g roup p leaclinL for re : u :r.! t o ol de r (ancl h191er) values. The 

ter::1 uoes n ot r.iean regret, nor a vacue 11sense o! sin, " but the self judg

r.ie:.:t illlplicit in a specific coral a fi'ir.nat1on. The former is a type ot 

anxiety neurosis, t he lat t e r is a concrete noral decision of t he heart. 

carrying •.-:i th it honest s e l f - criticism of our !)ast mora l f a ilinc s . 

Tl-e pr ayer that a1•1ses out o f sorrows of the hea'!'t is true _lr aye r . 

e • ..:liezer said: From the <iay t he ~er.:ple v,as des tro;;e d the £"ate:; of pra~,e r 

were locked, as it is saiti. "Yea . ,·:hen I c ry aru. c all for nelp , ne sbut t eth 

out :-:w prayer" (1am. 3 : 8) . 3ut alth, :l_), the e;ai;es of _, raye r are locked, 

the t)l t. es of t ears are e ve r open (Ber. 32b} . ''..l.1 1 the (,-at.es are c l oseu ex

c ept the sates of oppression" (a. 1.1. 59a) . "God v1ill answer thee in t i r.ie 

of trouble" ~ a . '..'eh. Bu. 171 on ?s. 91:15} • 1".rhe (;ates of mere; a r e never 

closed." (llid . ~eh • .Bu. 4i} • In ahoosinL the oost e!'fcc : ive _,e r so!'. to ,?r ay 

i n ti.oe o f d.r.:>U{;ht . " they place before the a rk £.J1 olci and e:.:pe rier.ceci. ll8ll 

(eveu t.hou~h the el ders a nd scholars a.re the!'e) , \' ho is !'aceci. ;111.h sor row, 

,-aio has chilcL""e!l an .... his h ouse is e~ty, mo has toiled ·::ithout success " 

(~a.an. l fia) • "Onlj' after peopl e burs t forth into t cc:.rs did they get r ain" 

(~a.an. 25&). lia.unah p rayed in °bitt.erness of soul" (l Sam. 1:10) . ?s. 

29:2 SB.¥S: 11·,'lorship the Lord in the beauty of holiness ." ':he Tal?'nud 

says: Rea.6. not ...,..,, " ~ besnty, but J\ p ~z tremblin&• 11Se rve the Lord -
_____________ ,_ 



61 

wi:h ~ee r and !"eJ01ce v~th t r embl ing" Ps. 2: 11; Ber. :Ob) . I n all these 

the s t ress : s wade on an ect of ~orship that arises out o~ ea:-nest need. R. 

Jos~a o. Levi sa~~ : In the ti~e the Templ e e :dsted. when a men offered a 

secri~i ce he tad the cerit of the sacrifice. Too.a.J t te person ~ o 1s low 

i ~: spirits ~r~t, IJ\''h '-1 (am pr a;;s) will be re-::arcieci. as it he baU. brought 

ell the sacrifices . fo r the Bible sa:,."S , ..,ihe sacr ifice of Goe. is a broa n 

heart" 
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CJIWER IX - EFFlC!AgY 

The Rabbis belie ved that pr aye r bas g reat power. ~he .W.d:ra.sh 

e l:plains : ~'~11 111{ fr '' 0

-'' ,._i' ••your pr a yers shall not be barren but 

they shall go on am bear fro.it" (.Lieut. r . ~: B) . R. S iwon b. Aba. saids 

~ he re are e iGht...psalrm befor e t he 20th .?s s.l.m ( t he secon<i a.ni t he first 

are one ) corresp onding Lo the eight een bles sings a oan p rays every day. 

~'his p se.l 1J begins with "The Lord a.'lS·ve r thee in the ilaJI of troubl e" to 

shov: that praye:-s a re a.uswe::-ed. (I.rid. •~ea.Bu. 172) • God. says; "Keep ~ 

commandmen;;s and l ive" (.?s. 17) . God s ay.; to Israel: "~ra:y to !Je your 

d.ailJ pra.Jers a.i:id I will guard you; for i t is saici., ' :..'he L,or<i. shall p re

s erve thee : r om a ll evi 1 ; He sllall p reserve thy s oul' (2s . 121) " (Tan. 

Eor. P • ¼ l). R. Nl ezar b. Pe tiath saids Great is pre~~ r before God ••• 

.Dost thou want to know t he s trength or pr ayer? I ! it d.oe s not a ccomplish 

the whole o'! it , it does the bal f o ~ it . By his 9 r eyer Ca.in •s !)unishroent 

rra.s reduced. I nstead of hav i ng to become s:a 

(Deuc • r . 8;1) • 

VI l) he on l:,· became a L 

We find oany statements about God •s "nea r ness" i n :pr a;,•er , bu t this 

is often oeant not iu a sense of spiri t ual but ~ract i cal i r:r.anen::e ; God 

wil l surely resp ond t o pr ayer. I n t he :.U.d. Teh. Bu. 42 we, f i n..1: ::en a t 

fi:::-st invit e their f:-iends eve n t o sit on the beu, late r 01n t he ch.t.i~, 

a thi r u. tL':18 ou the be nch , but t he tourth :.i :..ie Ole, sa:,,.: "This :-ien is a. 

11-..;isaHce." But God is not s o. '1lhenever I srael knociO> at the tlOor of God •s 

house ( comes before Goci 111 prayer) ;rod is a l ways £;lac.:. t o s.ee ti.: (a.nu re

s p onas to h i n ), as it is writ t en, " r'or what g reat nation i.s t here that 

hath a Gou so ui 91t imto them as the Lo rd. our Goa. is \'.heneivs !· we call" 

l..>3ut . t:-: 7) . Gou is a lway s near to t he broken-1'..earted a:i<il cont.rite. '.:'!le 
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gate of t ears i s never shut" (Be~. ~2b repeats this with some va r iation). 

God, through F.is onm1pot ence, can be (Med. Teh. Bu. 167) e.nd in Bis goodnea1 
57 

is t he i'~ ./\ .. ,.,ti who r esponus to p rayer. 

Rabbinic li t eratur e refers to speci f ic examples of the obJectiYe 

r,erson.al efficacy of pr a ~ r. 

1a) ?rayer ca n heal . Because Hezekiah praJeiJ. he was heal ed (lJid • 

.i'eh . Bu. 463) . 11A ohar rn a gains t sufferil'l6 is silence a ,.a. pre.~ r" (Ber. 62a). 

R. i:a.."lina b . JlOsa went to t he upper-c!lamber and ~r a ;reci. !or the sick son ot 

R. Gaoaliel arxi. t lle feve r l e ft him. 7/hen the son or R. J ohall2.ll b . za;,-.1m1 

beca..1'118 111 he said. to Ranim b . u0sa, r1aa.uina, :.zy son, !>?"aY on his behalf 

the.t he mt\V live." He laid his heaci bet·.'leen n is io1ees and !'r ayed on his 

behe.11" a.nu he recovered. R. J ohe.nan b . za.;dcai said to lliLSe ; t ; "77ere 

b. Za:tica i to press h i s hea.a. bet,1een his ialees all day lo~ no no i ce wcu l d 

be ts."rten or h im" (Ber . 34-b; s ee also J. Ber . 5 ; 5 ). ·,raer. Rabb& tell il l , 

o·· t!.e :'irst day he a i d not disclose i t but aft.er that lle said t o t i s a t

t,mde.nt , ••Go a1.mom1ce that Rab·oa is ill. Let h i r.i who loves me rray on r.:y 

belial t" (Ber. 5f>b) • '.'he praye r o: 1:oses removed the pl at;ue 1rom Ef::.7!lt 

(ii:,od. 8: 29 ) , heal e · the leprosy of lliriam (IlUm. 12:l:! ) , both Elijah and 

El:sh~ r estore ap~a r entl..v dead chi l dren to li te (1 K. 17: 20 , 2 K. 1 ! Z3) , 

.... oi?;:elecb is heal ed of the p l 8,6'Ue by the pr eyer of Abr aham ( ' . ."anh. Hor. 

~?} . rhe I sraeli tes were heale d after be1ug bitten by the se rpeuts in the 

desert -:.,u-ouch pr ayer (Li. R. E. 3 : 8 ) • 

(bl r ra;yer caJl bri::?£,; l ene,--th of u.-· :. . Sycma~hus racites e t. eachi ng: 

11':Fhoever p r ol on.:_s ~he pro,unciat i on of t Jje wor<i. •echoa. ' l.i.; ~ s an<i years 

are pr olout;ed tor him" (Ber. 13b) . R. Joshua b . Levi s eid. to ilia so:is : 

"Get up very ea ?'ly before dawn una. b'O to the Synagogue aa.i praJ and y ou 



will have long 11 fe" (Ber . 8 ) • Ben Azzai said z Whoever ,rolone;~ his Amens 

p rolongs his days (l3er. -47a) • Our Rabbi s have taught: ln r esp ondi ng Amen 

w& shoul d not _ ronou.nce t he ·rK>:-u. quic kly or cut short . or "orphan" (not 

hearir G its bl essinc). nor hurl the benedictiou t rom hls mouth. Beu.Lzzai 

sa=r-,: Whoever res.:,Jonci.s with "Oll)ban amen" his sous will be orphane d . with 

a ''hurried amen" h is days ,;,iill be hur r iea.. with a 11cut - short amen'' his dAys 

·dll be cut si1ort • ilu.t whoeve r prolOllJS h is fulen his ua.ys allLl :1ears will 

be .. rol ouG9d for him ('.Caan . .. 7a) • WLen I saiah weut t o Eezekiah with t~ 

□ecsa,."",e ' 11Get t~ h ouse 1.n o?'a.er for thou shalt -lie" (Is . 3 3:l) • !les ekiah 

aus were..i.. "Ben ~oz, f i nis h thy pro!)hec:; a.11(.. Co• I have a trad.i tion of ra:, 

to:ref.athe r , ~ v ia., that even wllen the ed{,"a of the swor d t ouches t:.c ne ck 

·:re shoul d no:. s t o:!) r,raying f or ::ie rcy" (Be r . 102.) . :tr.en the~- tol R. Yoh.all&n 

;;h.S,;; t he old i:.en .-,ere 1.u the Syna.GO0 ue ear.:y a nc. la .. e , he saiu., ''It i s r.h i s 

\7hi.;h :..el .9s thee ( to 11'.·e l oll€)•" -'his i£ lil:e :b .. t R. Jos.hu;;. u. Levi 

s:..i to his sons : Rise earl:, anu stay up l ate to ente r the ... :,,"Ua€0L'.1e so 

:.t~t. you 1.i.s.:,· p r ol ons ~our life ." ~ i s l ~ ·ua.seci on the scriptura l ve r s e , 

111:i.a!);,y i s t h e r:ia2l t!lat bearkeneth t o :.:e , ,:atchin__; u.ai l y at ~ gates. via it

i:\, at .he p ost.s ot~ a.oors" (Prov. 8 134) , atter Vlhich i s \1rlt t en, '' i'or 

whoso firuieth .t.:e :'in<ieth life" (Be r . Ba) • 

(cJ Pra.;er can briug material p rosperity. ni t is Tll'i t t en (in one 

part of the Bible) i.he t!a:'th i s the Lo r •s anu ever;;thin:; iu it , and ( in 

a.nothe ?." part of the Bibl e ) it says , 11Goci 0 -ave the ea rtil io the c.hilur en 

of men," ih.e i·easou for t he w.f 1'erence is that the la~t e r i s vinat happens 

atter nan has mao.e a be roC':hO" (Be r . 3!:>) • Whoever d. oes uot :..'.lke Ha.bu.al.a 

a t t he temina.t ion o f the Sabuath or uoes not. list eu to those who per f onr. 

the ceremo~ of Babdal a ,nll neve r see a sii;u of bl essi llG• ~veryone v.rho 



65 

makes Habdala a.t the t cnn1nat1on of the Sabbath, or whosoeve r hear s those 

who 1>e r t orm the Rabdal a , the Holy One, bl essed be Re, calls him holy, to be 

Eis holy treasi..re and. delive rs Him from the a f fliction of the peoples {P l rke 

~ ch . 20 ). God sends rain, f ruit and :produce because of p r aye r, 11When 

thou seest a geueration ove r Whom t he heavens are rust-col or eu like copper 

an ... uo not l e t dew or rain, it is beCE-'USe I.here a re no whisperers (preyers) 

i n tbat gene ration. They shall turn t o one vmo unuers tand.s t o whis per and 

he shall whi sper" (~a.an . Sa, 9b). Honi- lianm..gol , circl e- 1.irawer, ascetic , 

to t11om !'90:->le a _>pealed i n time o: 6.rou~ t to pray for r ain--he would draw 

a ci:role ano. say he would not step outsio.e it until God had sent rain (ire.an. 

23a) • S itnon b , ~het&.h sent to him anii sa ia.: "'lhou art des e rvint; of excom

!!IWlication Slld. we r t thou not Honl-Harnmagol, l '1oulu _..ronounce the ban 

a.cains t thee ; but vmat can l do seeinu thou art pe t ulant wit h t he omn1-

9 r ese?lt ancl 1 evertheless lie tul fills thy desir es as a tat.be r e,re t i!'ies a 

1>e t ul ant child" (Be r . l9b ). i he synhecirion of the He"1n ::itone Hall ( in the 

!!e.;,,le) seid t o Honi- l!ammagol, "A &-eneration t h.:.L wa s i u gloom thou hast 

brig1teMd by thy 9rayer. A generation t hat i s not it..nocent thou i iast 

sa7od by thy p rayer" (~a.an. 2Za ). Nakdimou want ~o t he ?e:11ple, \'✓rap_•ed 

hir:JSe l f in his c l oak and prayed: I.laster of "t h~ or l d , i t i s well ~mown 

be f ore ~hee t hat I d id not do 1t {bo r row wat e r :!'r ori the Roman be:ie ral) f or 

'::i3 own glory or fo r ti1at of my f athe r's hot;.se , bu : t or T~ gl or y , that 

t.:,e p ilbTims should have wa t e r." l mnediatel ;:,i t he ski es became cl oua.cd anci. 

the r a i n becan to t a ll, so t hat ell t he wells overflowed ~ith wate r (~aan. 

20a) . I t is said of Re Juds.h t.ha1. vnen he woulci ta;ce of:' cne shoe ( to 

{;et ready to f ast and pr1:;..y tar r ain) the rain ues cencieci. ( in ant icipat ion 

of hls prayer, Be r . 20a) • I t is said that i n t he t L':le '17hen ther e was 
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great drought R. IJd ba pr~ed s Our Fat.he r , our King, Thou art our Father 

end we have n o King but Thee. our ?at he r end our KiDG, for Thine own sake 

have compassion up on us" Wher eup on t he rain descet1ded ('..!.'a.an. 25b). "At 

four times each year is the \'.'O rld jud{;ed: Pesach tor produ::e , Sbabuoth 

for fruit , Rosh Hashonah for men's lives , Succ oth for \'later." The pr a30rs 

at each of t hes e t ir:ies with t he i r appropriate rites (Omer on ?esach , two 

l oaves on Sh.abuoth, libations on Succot11) b r i n& t he f ood a ni 11 te (u. R. 

H. 16:l) . It. sounds exac t ly like '-1eu t . 11 :13-21• Re \\hO 1s car e ful of 

p r a:,c r will lave 11lled ,nne.-cellars (Sab. 23b). "l rom the <iay that the 

'.L'e!:lple .,.es ties : r oyed (and that type o: !l1"~er ceasea) :he 1..ew has not come 

t o bring its bles sing and the fruit has 110 tas t. e ••• the i'rui r. ha.s no 011 ••• 

a::ici adultery am m.tc.hcraf t ba.ve consume<l ever:t•thioC" (LI. Sot , 48a ) . 'i'his 

-:-:as not d.enial of the ef:'icacy of pr aye r e.f&er the 'i'e au>le but emphasis on 

tile c f ~icacy of ~amp le pr aier and sacrifice. 

( d ) ~hrouf;h pr aJ9 r a ::ian can escape f roo t rouble and be unafra id 

o~ e: ecies or demons. R. Jose the ~ lilean t est ified in the ru:ua of the 

Holy congr egation in J e ¥usalen : ;'lhoeve r unites the Geul a.h wi t h ii.e -' e i"lllah 

wil l mee t with no mishap a ll that day. R. Ilai sp eaks of his b ro -.her R. 

Be rona e.:.iu sa;;s : vn one occasion he uniteci the Geulah \'Jith tM Ten llah 

s.nd l au!;hter did not cease from h i s ooutb all <i.a;J (Ber. 9b) . I r a. aan 

drea.r.u; his <iea t h is i r.rnane ::it ( sworci. was in !:is oack) he s hOulti. c;o early 

to the 5:7lla{;og,~e. sta!ld before the 9riesis a ~d aear the )ri e stlJ beuedic-

1.ion, a nd ::iothlng r.111 ha!)_le?l to hi:= (::uu . r . 11 : 9 ). The "'~- ;Jos es fi:iished 

the taberne.cle the Shechi :lB. c ru:1e ci.o\'111 i:. n the ··.orld and the devils d isa~)!)e .:.r ed 

frQ:.. i t . .he t abernacl e was calle "shauov, of the ::os t lii {;b ' ' and ~s to 

_prot.ect the \. ent:; of the Jew l"ro::i 1)l a!.>ue (ef:'icac:; o!: 1,r2.yiu., i nst.h ut ion, 
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::wn. r . 12b) • ~ one llho will r'.lake the benediction i mne u.iatel~ a fte r he 

has ,-.ashed his m nds . the 1..evil \'lill n ot be able t o acc'lise hl!:i at that 

D'?&l (J . Be r . 81:1). I s te.el uon in its wa.r with Amal ek not because ;~oses 

ke1lt h is hands up but because I srael looked up to God and p r cQed (U. R. 

F.. 3 : 8 ) • R. lsaz.c said t h e reading of the Shec a before re l. iring is like 

a t'oio- edged swo 1'5. S(;a ins ~ de::ions ( .Ber. rie.) . 

(e) ? rayer can br i ng children . He nh o pr ays will h&ve c ons 11ho 

are schol&·s (Sab. 23b). Re wh o sets Sabel.ala ove r ~ine on t he eve of Sab

bath ·1111 h ave sons (Sab. l 8b) • R. I saac s a i ds Wh;i were the 9e.triarchS 

ba:-:-eu? Because God desires t he p ra:,e r of the r i ghteous (Yeb. 64-a) . This 

is ~1.ll·the!' deve loped in the :.:id rash. God •s thr one was not est ablished until 

::is child:-en &':lllg s ong:; uni;o Him. t or t h-re ca.u be n o kine with out subjects . 

Gou s e~a t r oubl e or need so ~bat the right e ol:.S wil l f e el cor.,pell e t o 

-: ~;/• '1'hus God did not s ive ebila.rer. to the wh•es of t he :iatriar ch.s in 

or de r to comnel t hel!l to offer petitions t.o Jliin. '.'lh · <.ii t.i God. bri!Jf: I srae l 

:o c r eat dange r at t he Red Sea before r ~1 iv eri ll{ ~l e::i? ..oeca..se Gou. l o~eci 

t c ~ear lsr=..el •s . •r a:,-er. ',?hat is i t 11:re? aske R. J oshua b . Le~i. It is 

11':e a id nc 91h O was once t ravellir..., or. t he ·· ey an.ii a :one 's <laugh~ er cried 

t o h i.:.1: 111 _,r e:., thee tt.e l ive r ~ out of the hanl.l.S .., f th€Se robbers . " 'lhe 

ki~S obeyed. aud r e scueci. her. Aft e r a \',f! ile tc.e v:ishca. to !Jake he r h i s •,7ife. 

but ste 'i7"c;>S s ilent . iVhct di u. he do? Be hired. soi::e roboers to s e t -.i.9on 

t i:.e !;r1ncess , t o c ause i.er to c~.r' ot.t , :h .t Le oi_bt Le&r iler voice cnce 

more. AS soon as ti.e N bbers ca.me up on her sbo beE'2,l• to er-; out to the 

kine auJ he he.stene u t o lie r sa;,.-il~ . '"th is is vri:a t I have ✓ean:eci ro:· , t o 

het.r thy voic e ." ~hus it was with I s rael. V/heu ih ey we r e i n .:.G:ll t • 111 
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bond.age , they beean t o c r"3 out an<i .hal:lged thei r eyes on Goo.. as it 1s wrU.

ten, "Antl 1t oame to pass ••• that the children of I srael s 1ghea. because ot 

:.heir bondn.ge and they c ried." The scr i pture goes or.. t o say: "And God 

l ooked u9 on the chil dren o! I srael. Ee beb-a: to take the~ :or th from Egypt 

\?1th a strong hand and an out stretahec! ann. .ti.Uti. God wished to hea,r her voi ce 

ac;ain but she was unwilling. Ylha.t dici Goci uo? He incited .?hara.oh to pur

sue t.hera, as it is saici, "And he drew ~baraoh nee r'' • l t:n: .. ediat c: l y the child.

r ,rn of I srael criei:. unt.o 1. 00 Lord. I n that h our Go<i said.: r'or thi s l have 

been seekin.,, , t. o hear your voice. as it 1s writ ten ( i u Canticles), "~ 

dove i s in t h e clefts of the rocks , let me hear thy voic e , the same voice 

which I :f'irst heard in &gn,t .•• (.i:x. r . 21 ). 

(t} ~rayer can attain tor nan his personal ambition. ~oses s tood 

1:1 y r aye r be r or e the Roly One , b l esse be He, unt 11 be wore liir.l o..:.t : until 

Ee annulled his vow tor h i m. R. El iezer seid : Gr eat e r is .1.,r ayer t .nan 

good deeds ; ::or thou na.st no one t;reat er i n good deeds t han 1.!oses our 

t eacher, neverthele ss he was only answe r ed throuch pr a:,•er, as 1 t i s sa ici, 

"~peak no more to oe ot thi s matter , " anci t h i s is followed by, 11Gat thee 

~ t o the top o f Pisgah." Thus t h r oUl)l !)r ayer :.loses r..an~ eu to get to see 

t he ;:,romised l e ni !'rom t he d i s tant couut a 1~. t op ( Ber . ::2b) . 

?rayer c an have great social eff i cacy . 

(e) I t cau ni.se a p eople. R. 1 111a b. Yibreca s :.iu: If n ot tor 

9rayers of »avid, a l l I srael would be ~er e gr ease- sel lers (g reas ebal ls~ 

(Sotah 49a }. 

( bl ~ra;Jer can szve a ;,eople troo its enemi e s . All ine t i r.ie tile 

voice ot .:ia.;;o b is heard i u tile syna:;o:>ws anu h ou~es of .;:u~, the hand.s 

of ~sau cannot dominate t hem. ..i.t. any time .:be chirp i nc (fledi;l ing Jews l 

i s uot hearu :!r oo the SYJiat;ocue and school s , ~hen t.ile bands of .clsau a re 
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eviuent (?es. &cha R) . R. Judah qu otes Rav , I f l s r a.el had kep t t he first 

,jabbath ( of p r~•er ) no nat ion (like t he .Alnale~t es) c oul d have suoJagated 

t.ilem. I f a l l I s rael kep t two Sabbaths in the r eu spirit then at o~e Is

rael would be redeemed (Sab. 118b) . God sai d : o Is ra e l : I f you had even 

A:ept onl · Che ::ihema Of the ciawn ai-:n t he dusk yo, . ·;;0.11-.. not have been .ha::<ied 

ove r to y our conq_uerors (Sota -=2) . W-ey i s I srael comi:a red t o a 11or::i? Just 

$S e. worm smit es the c edars ·-uh its .:io~th, s o I r. rae l ha s i ts couth &.s its 

oce weapon. The .Amorit es were defeated "~1th r;.y s~or &-d b ow" (Geu. 4e, 

22); s v.-or d--that ~ans _pr ayer. bo\1-- ch!.t i s ent reaty (~an. 3or. ? • 221) . 

c ) ? ra.,er can resurr~ ~ a !'eop l e . A.-::os sa:;s, " ee:;.: ::ie :it;. rou 

shall live. " 3;7, "ieturn unto :..e an.i I wil: r e turn unto ye-;;.. " 

:7 :12 . ''Mhol u , 0 ~rs .9eo;1l e , I nill oi:en ;;our grave • •• aUL s hall put ::.y spir

it i n ·~a an~ y ou s t all live" (La=!. 4 . 5 :21 ) . 

ld) .:r a-.,-e r c an c ha.....:_-e the t e.te o! a .' eop le . Pra;Jer ave r t e c. t~ de

cree 01 dooi:: agaiust liineveh {Jonah 5) . J..bai s aid: J e r-.;salem was i.l.estro:,•au 

only because the:, did not ;ceep the Sabbath . .lbbahu s aid: ..'be;; ,oi;lci. not 
58 

ha·,e des tro .. .-e · J er u"'a l e::i i f the y baa. r eao. tbe ~h e.ma t wice a a.a;,· (;,a.o. 11 b ) • 

(el i ra~:er ~~a. t .ne .·ecitati on ot tJ.e Sue:-a a:-.: a.-:104> the ·.n i~"'S 

\,Uc.a :,:eep • ii:! ~es.rt. of I srael a "'/\'2..!:e i n the eu . e (~ant . r . 5 : 2) . 

l,.~·--• J1e . .:ust a.irect hls ::eart co·.Tsr 6. ti~e la!la. f I .; :-, el . l:" La is stano.

i n& i :! tl1e l a .. d of I src.el , te :::ust ciirect his hea r t ro·:,ar (! J 1:n.~al e:!:. I f 

he"1a atand1Ilf" in the 'res l.)le , ;1e must ci.irect his heart to\\Sr o. t.he Eol y o '! 

a ol :.es . I t he is standillg in the Eol:: of Eol ies, Le , ust i::12.e;ine h i.:iselt 

i:1 !'ro~t o f it t ? hus it he is s ,a.: .. i r't, i:. the ef.:: t , l':,e ::;olst tur n \Vest ; if 
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in t h e west . be must turn east ; it in t he south. he :mst turn north, i i' in 

the north. he imist turn south. ~ a result , all I srael will be directing 

their heart to one spot ••• ' ... 'his is what is .. ,eant by Cant . ? 14, '".l!h.y neck 

is like the to,:er of David. builo.e u. \':1th turrets" ( talpiyot • heap of mou ths , 

a heap to ·:1il.ich all mouths turn, Ber. 30a) • 

(g) i'ra;:,·e r can w;.ke a peopl e a transmit t er of lif;ht t o the ,·.orl d. 

1/hei:. a nan °Juil<JS a house he ::akes the -::indol"IS narrov: on t he 01..-tside end 

;n ae ou the insiae , in oru.er th t t.he li_j1t should eut e r :trom the out sid.e 

~.1. lit-ht up the iuside . When Solomou o tilt the ~•e.np l e .i...e dio. not do s o. 

Ee i:rac.e the "nndov;s !la.rro\': ins i cie anc. ·.-:i d.e o~t s i a e i n cruer t hat. li _,.41 t 

shvulu .;o out of t he Tenpl e of Jlr&ye r and li- ht up ":l.tat is without : for 

it ls s aid (l .1a . 60 ) • "l..nd naa ous S}1al: :::o.:-ie to t h:,· lich :: a::d. i:il'!.f;S t o th 

bri_h:nes s of thy rising" (Rmr.. ~ . 85 ) . 

( h ) .•ra-,;er g ives wi ngs to a r,eople . ~~v ·:.-:;.s ~l i sl.a ba.2.l Knophai n 

ca: led so? lie wore Tefilliu , he Ro,:ia"'s . .,s sed a law a t.ai :lS ~ their use . 

a. leg iom.air e s a\'7 him. b:lis ha too~ it or t an~ pt. i it it h is !'.~ncJ.s • l'he 

le{;i ou...aire a s ~e:i. h i .,. wha t he had in h i s na Ml, a :l., lis11a said, " Wi :JSS o: 

a 1.1.0,e". I srael 1s cor:i.£)2.r e ~ to c.- dove. Just s a u.ove ii.as wi s a.S a 

shield a bove her, so are the ?!li t zvoth (pr a_,·er a..a. ot hers ) 2. s hiel -.. t o 

l o~~el (~ab. 49a) . 

(i) .?raye r is i.he f oundation of s oci e t y . U.1011 ·.;,hat does t he ·::o!'l d 

r est? On tne si.u ·. , of ~o:-:-ah an6. on t he c l osi r...; -..:orC!.S o!' tbe a ,:cao.ic _esson 

(kau. ish) (Sota -:..!la) • "'.Che worlu rests u , ou thre e t h.i .. ..;s , ~•o:--ah, u.i vine 

wo:-shi i, , a erv foe of lovinc; ~ rui.ue ::s 11 (Aboth 1 : 2 ) • '.'/Lenee uo ·::e ~ 0;1 ( t hat 

the i'tl>::-lu. rests ) upon u.iv L"le ·::orshi p? Becu-.~e it i s \'lrit .:en, "Ami the 

r r " e r o!' t he u.!)::-i,..:ht is his o.eli,.:ht" (Prov• l !i : 8 ; ..,>irJte .a ch. 16) . AS 

soon as Israel recites th - She.':12. t he 2llt_"81s :-espona. t":"ith a hymn. For t he 
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sa~ of I srael •s Shem& a nd the angel s ' hymn. Goa. pe rmi ts the V10rld to g o 

on. Other wise God woul d. de s t r oy the ~:orlci, tor t he : iat ions have indulged 

i:l p leasu res and u.estro;red Eis aa):ctue.r.,' (Yalk. :..1a.. :aw:i. 636, <1uoting J. 

Ber. 9 , :1ot toUlld). R. I shmael said: I f repent.ance nae.. no: been c reat ed 

l one o~ the seven thin&s c :-eatec. oefore the ·::orld: .orE..il, Gehinnom, Gard.en 

of i:.-..eu, '.'hrone of i:::lo:ry, '.'e :::ple , Repentance, name o'! ;; he :.!es s iah) , t he 

,"/Orld woul d :iot s ta.nde But s i nce re~entauce bas been c ?'ea e<i t.iie ri.:.,ht band 

of t t:.e liol y One , bl essed be Ee, is s r retcl1ecl forth to r eceive t he _Jeniteut 

ev !"J iJ.o.y, a m be sa;;s , "nepent :;e chilciren o! ::ie::::." t.:.~s . 90:5 , r irke ..a& ch. 

i>rayers can change ou.r lot in the 'l'IOr l ei to col'.:le. il'nen R. Eliezer 

\~s 111 his · isciples went 1n t o visit hi.'1. The~- se.iu t o hi:-.i.; :.laster , 

teacL us the -.·;ays ot lite ,::hareby we '!!2..y be wo:rthy of th.e life o! ille orlti. 

to co1:l8 • He sai to th8!:l: Be ca r eful ot t h e honor of our collea(;~. s , ,e

strain y our -=,hllo.ren tror:l recitation , seat t he!:! bet ·,,aen t he ;cnees or ± e 

tlis.cip l es of t he ,\·ise , uno. vm.en ~ou p r~y mo,..1 before v6.01n you s t anu. £a.: ..i. on 

tllat account you "till be wortll,y ot the life of the ;•,orl to cor.ie" (Ber. 28b) . 

R. Yohanan says; ~here a r e three :-duds of _ ec,pl e that will i nher i t ~J!e ··.o r.U 

to ~01:ie : He \bO lives in Pa l e stine , he who r aises h i s s ons t o l earn '...'orah, 

::.na. !le wno .::ake s Habciala on wi ne ou ;!o.,zo •e &babbos (: es. 1r·a ) . 11'."lhoever 

:?'ecites ?s . 145 t h r ee tioes a cu..:; is ac:.ured of h i s _18.rt in tt:.e '"Orlci.. to 

co1:ie. ?or .his reason the t.wo v ~r s ,~s ) t _,recede it ( i u -t, ... shre) be0 in 

\'l i ih .;..shre (Ber. lzb ) • ...ea:..ll a !.ili lif e are in t;1e 90\·1~r or .;_>eech. 'l'he y,ords 

" n bring hir:i to life in t.his ·:.orld. 7lho brouJ'l1. ...e.vhi. life i n too 

·:,orl t.. "o cot.'18 ? His confession. Whoever reads the ::ihema ,•.1.t.o u.is t inct .! ro

nunviation o: h is let t e rs , 11Geht nuo?:1 is cooleci tor h i :n" (Ber. 15b) . Eve ey

o::ie 1·41.o answer s ...1Jen ,.,ith a ll h i s stren{;th , they ope n for J1i::: the c;.;.: es of 
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the Gard.en ot Eden (Sabe ll9b• S8.l:lh. llOb-llla ). Ahab, J:Bv1d
9 

Uenasseh 

the sou ot Hezekiah. R. S i meou b. Laldsh, were all forgiven because they 

r epettted allli forsook their ways . Resh Lakish when l.e died went to t he 

treeS\tl"'J ot the livillf:9 but the two companions who used 1;0 rob s t rangers 

,·:1 t.h hi::! on the mountains they went to Sheol •,'hen they dle d. They d id not 

r e~P.nt (?irke DlB c.h. 43) • ? rayer is the sort of thitl{; '"the fruits of vmich 

a raan enjoys in this world but /' Z-' e ltt;· .l'"'i' / ,'i', the s t ock r emains tor 

hir.t in the worl d to co!llB" (Bor. Sab. 127a). 

2rayer ca.n have subject i ve efficacy in the s ouls o: nen. 

(a) It can na.ke G~d near. An idol s e en.s near b~t it is fa~ be

c~1 se i t does not answer praye r (I sa. 46: 7), bu.t God i s uot so. He seems 

f~r (we cs.11 Rim "heaven", "he i6b,t of the worldtt Tanh. Ki 'l'iso), '' the 

hic;h one" (B. Bathra 134a ) ) but i s nea r w.t.e:1 VJe pray. JLlth.1-at11 Goa. sits on 
_.,f_ 59 

the 4l~.1 <·'"' t he cii-cle c, f the earth and. stretches Oilt t be heavens 

as a c ... rtain. though He is t h e "high and l ofl.y oue that 1.nhabi teth e t e rnity 

cont r ite and hUI!lble s,irit . i'Then a r::an CO!!leS t o the Synago, ue and vtoispe rB 

his 7l0 rd..s of p raye r God i s near to hi:!'! (1iici.. 7eh. !ru. c;:. 4Z) . Before 

.:.bre.ham mcie God lolowu t o Eis creat ure~ , He wes onl y t.h.e Goci. of the :1eaven • 
• t,"' ..... 

but aftel"l'1arci.s Ee becaoe ( t.hrottl;h Abraha".t' s p rosel ytiz i.n:; activity· aw. fa i t h) 

the God. of the earth too (Gen. r . !>9i 8) . In every p l ao:e VI.here ~c~ ;;o ::-.ake 

:o~ Ll.e a :;a!lctua r-J . I will d,:ell RmO!J6 you. In eve ry 31le~e '1':he r e -.:S ua.'!le 

is =ientioneti I will come to you and bless you (&xoci.. r .. .. s). R. Joshua b . 

Levi says: ~ven a wall o~· br ass cannot r.eep Isra~l e.:,:ay tror:i then- Fat he r 

i n heaven (,1nen pra~ i ncl (Sot ah ~Sb ) . R. Levi : _vc z:;,~r..e m o coec f rom 

5:,ne.&oc;ue to stud.;r and fror.1 s tudy to Syna:;o,:ue merits t o receive the 
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presence ot the Sbec hina {ll. K. 29a) . Ee mo bl eszes the new moon i n i t s 

t i me will feel t he presenc e ot the Sbecllina. ( anti. 42a) . All the t ic e t hat 

I sr2.el s cays i n the SynagoGUeS a.mi tichool s wie Lord causes ;;ne Sbechina 

t o res t amOtlf. them (Pes . 3U. ch. 19~). He who rays on ~ri<iay eve and says 

"V~cu-.lu•• becOl:les a pa!"t uer of God in the worit of cr eation l:::iab . 119b) • 

(b) .?rayer maims 1:.an mor e oor al and unburdens h i m ot a dep r ess i ng 

Su:!!Se of guilt . '...'he p rayer of t h e righteous cban[;es God t:"Om the attribut e 

(or s eat ) of j us tic e t o the attribu~ e of oer cy (Sue . 14) . R. I seac saids 
60 

·:rn:;; a re the p r~; e r s of tile r i ghteous cor..pa r ed to a !~1t chfork? ... s the pitch-

:ork &urns t h e grain i'ro::n p l ace t o ,!llece, so the pra,ye!" c f t he ri ... ht e ous 

tur::is t he u.isp ensa t i ons of the Lord :'rO!!I ar.ser; to oercy l::uo. r . 10 ; ~eo. 

o..a ) . Resh Lakish s aid: Ee who will s..rengthen hi:risel f ..-;itl: p ra~ra r bel ov, 

,1i l 1 il8.ve no eue!!lies above ( anh. 

a ll his str ength 1J' l )i~ tf f""{-,,l' 

* b) . Anyone v:hv a?lS,/1.!!"S 

(Sab. 119b ) . -his _,hrase is oft en re-

:pe£:.tet:.. I t means thr ee thincs : l illl?r ovement ot ma.n ' s earthly l e : , becai.;s e 

... a .! w111 .;1ot be !).mished 'for a ll h i s ~!.us ; i mpr ov er.tent i n . a.n ' s r.or::J. !:at -

:· the sense o f z.Uilt i n that oan ~el\. t!..at e f te:- beiu.;; sor --y ~nd Ci:S,.:!t,;1ng 

h i s .s.tt i ;.uii.e a!..O. cJ.Oitlf; all he coul<.1. to raa~ re:. : 1.tut i ou. Go-.. i.ad !"or.:-ive:i 

\'li .!lt is .::ec~:t ( ibh ... ) t hs. t God -:.ho is the uo_,e of l s .. ael lJ e r . H.: : 18 ) i s 

a l zo the source o~ the pu:rii.~• of I s -el . 

(c ) iraye r s bi it...,. the bles s i Do ~he · is :pea:::e 1:.1lli s t rentt.h: 11Eappy 

a re \7Cl 2a:: .;oodly i.s :~!" l o~ • ~nd l .. o,7 oeau ti ml o;.;.r he ri iagel " Eapp y 

a !"e ·:,e ,7ho , early and l ate , r.lO!"ni q; s.nu. evcni!.._:, t·, i ee ev -a ::; tt~ • se.J the 

~:;e . ..a (.:.i.e~. A.U)..i.. 15:19) . Rap~:; 2.!'8 ;.!lose ·,·,no a.'.',e ll in :·ou:::- no~se rJ\"l 
re ~e Y'S ~o tho::;e · . .ho ai;. :or ~he Loru iu .-~~ '3T (.b1;:; r . :..2b ) . ".?:--...,e r i s 

1
l'-f1 ' l&k 
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I srael ' s chiefest Jot • When t hou risest to _Jray, let thy heart rejoice 

\Vithin thee since thou servest e. God the like unto vmom t here is n one" 

(Ps . 100: 3 ). Hence v:e have the bered.1ctious ..-hereby I sra el thanks God f or 

belnc 1 a ra.itt e d t o pr~ to Hi~ (J . Be r . id}. "lie who :Hnds :.:e tiuds l ife"i 

1:- you c o to Synagogue to pray Cl!I!. receive the Shechina ( .i.eut . r . 7 i2). 

''x=" .. ey LO !'ron: s t rength to strer.(.-th" ~s . 84; J . Sota l Gd) . TilalllcSgiving 

p raye r i s rut intil.at i on of i.he l.!es:;ioni c ~ ·:.nen .. .an will no wore sin aud 

~s!t :'Or repentance but his life of :pra:,-or will oe au everl ast1I16 beatit ude, 
61 

an ete rnal "Garl and. tor the brow v f the ,.:ost High" {~x.od. r. 21 ;-q • 

','Zhen a 1!12.n dici. not a t t a i n t he objective o f l. is p raJer :he Rabbis 

\Voulci e,ive t he !ollom.ng reasor..s :or his :21lur e: 

l e The pr &yer ';711] be ans'l7e?"ed in God's c;ocd t i r:tee I u the 1we~':':h1le , le t 

u s .. ot lose fai th. This is obvious i n the at t i tu<.e or tLe Rabb i s t o 

r,ra:,•ers •:oul<i be ans\'1ereci ln the prOlJer tic e . a .=c orci.i.~ to the .1Jl an tha t 

God. ha s r..ecie from the very b ef.1.nni lle• So!:'E!th,es t his conc ept of a "bine 

p l an is stressed to t he point v1here it almost tie:iies etfica c:,· ~o hur.ian 

init i ative . ·,'/hile R. J oshua b . Levi seici: I r ye are -;crt!::y I r:111 hasten 

i t and i i' ye are not ···o,.. th.;,•, i n its ti .A (J. Taan. 6::b) , th~re ·:,e r e o~hers 

~ho in : he ir ea!;'3r ness t o er.t!).basi::e tl.e !.o!)e t.r.!lt s L"'l ~cul d uoi _ o:i•.pone 

t he Golden~. eve."l sut,seste1.. Uu:t ·:irtue cannot Las t eh it. One rabbi 

even saiu -;hat the i;reat 1.1el1verallce will cor-e not ·:.:Len I s r ae l repauts 

·,mich the I:Jeet i llG house ,'71.11 beC0!.:lE: a b r v t he l ••• the lei:.rniut, cf scholars 

~ :;tench in r.1eu's nos t rils , anci t.hose Li.lat tei:.r sin will b e 1..espisct. 

(.'.5a.nh. 4 7a ) . This :uture no1,e i n ti1e inevitable de l iveran.=e to come 
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accordi :ig to some :ll.vine plan. finds i t s extreme for!ll in :he mess ianic 

nathema.tics of the f'-''i' •te,,-, wno t ried to p rec..ict t he ;:rear men the 

_ essianic age Wt-ula. cot:ie f roo the s t ate::ients i n t l:e apocelyyse of :aztiel. 

~he Ra.·oois emphasize that the answers t.o our .,.>r aye rs will come• 

but perhaps not im::ediate l • I n the ;::ea:mhile - .a.?' :::mst h ave contio.mce 

in God. There are r:.any pessa£es i the ::idr . ~eh. CI: .?s . 40 and ?s. S7s7: 

"I have waitea. pa tientl;,, fo r t he Lc-!'d antl. 2.e in .. liued unto ..Je anJ. nea rd 

::ry cryt•; " ... t in the Lord. a.z::ci \'J'alt patiently for Eim. " 'ihls fait h in 

Goci i s what na._-.-.es t h.e righteous dH'i'e:·en t from t h£- ·.nc:.:ee. 71hen t he 

l a: t er prays and is not a nswered {1=::ea..iately) he s~s : J ~t as ! przJed 

bef ore an idol am obta i:1e 11 nothiut;, so I Lave :,::-a.·•e ci to Go-i a:-.,i obtai n ed 

not ll:.1.16 (:tanh • .Bu. ioldoth g) • '1he ri{;,htec.is ran h!i:; ~ne .::c.nn.:.e~e in 

~he future , .he sar:e sort ot faith iu Go~ •s ~:ci:re.te saJ.va;ion ~na: ~.a.de 

- o r£l.ha.ra the heir o: th'.s 11'0rlo. &.<.. t;le neA-t (Ji.eke Besh.al:a.h o on tre:: . 15 : 

0) , iik.t si lit the Red Sea for our fathers ( ibid. ~ I a.x:.d ri:au.e the 5 ol y 

Spirit rest on t hee so t hat they ut t er ed their so::_s {lbic. . o) i f or as 

ea·c . 2 a·-= says , "The !.' 4;hteous s.hall live b~, his fa ith. 11 

2 . ~he thine i:a."l has asked is not b-oo<i. for hlo. Cod hes ans-;vere ( o::- \'?ill 

sa ;y-s t ha; ::>olomon r E.cyed (l K. 8; j_2 ): 11.Lord ot the -::-o::-l c., .. :.en an l ~~

ite ~omes ~ 1a. yr a~ s a.l:Li. a.sits tor sins or :;or.:.e;ili:;; else, it it be suit

able , bive i t to hin, and it not , do :iot t,ive 1t to hir:,, ~s i t is ,n' t 

~e!l, •an e;ive unto e~,1ery oan a cco:·o.i"L to a ll .i!.is 7la:;5 as ~no~ a;iw-,est 

his heart • (l ~ . 6:~~) . (But Goci •nill ar.s,ver ever~· pr a:/er uf t he Gent ile, 

.i:anh. Bu. ?olcioth g , Eaci<ibor .; , Ter. £ ). :ia.r. c.oes ~cl p:-::..~· for auf

~eri n but (}od sends it t o those Ee 1::,-.,es as eviu.e!!l!es of ::is l ove . ? he 
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'ralmud quotes with approval the 11ne of .?roverbs (3: 12 ) : •'Whom the Lord 

loveth lie correcteth, eveu as a ta.ther the son in whom he takes p lea.s

u re" (Uek. Bahodesh 10; i ~re .!8ut . ~2) • B. Jose ll. ~uuah ssid.: .Prec

i ous to God a.re chastisements , f or the gl ory of Goel lichts on those on 

\'bom che.stis ements con e ( ifre .:)But . 32) . Th rough suffering I srael ob

te.lne d the three mos t pr ecious thi nes s '.l.'orah, the l a."ld of I s rael, and 

the ~,orld t o co~e (S ifre ..Jeut . 3 2 ; ?esike Bu . 152b ). The p i ous rae.n will 

rm.~ .his li 1' e an f"k by r eal1z1nc tm t h is sufi'e rlll{; is becaus e 

11the Lord t akes p l easure in hi m" (is. !>3:10; l,er. 5a.) • 

i'he really r i ghteous !:e.?l '7111 fee l as ti.iii R. :::liez e r o. B.yrca?m.s 

when ile p r a~eds ••ilhat is s ood in thy si£;ht do" (Be r . Z9b}. It is ~his 

e.cce!)tanco 01' the will o: Goci. whio.h ir. !1ert di~!'ere!lt!e.:~es :,r~e r from 

the spell. 1.i!he riGhteous =12.11 will have tLat faith (con:lue_ce) in God 

,·1hich ~inds it s best e~ res~ion i n the -·or c;.s of .. udba: ;,.. ::w.n shcul<i 

hai:i-..ually say: "All Lbat the Ue r::if\ll ,1oes 1s f or t he bes " ( 3~r . 50b) • 

3 . '.'he pr aye r was oa.rie too late (see Cils:r>ter II) . 

4 . '..'he :!)r ayer was :iot compl e te . It failed t o comply 

~01.d i t ions . ':'he Talmud s ays t l:a.t e ::-n ~ac:t· of p~y"" r ,~e "?nus on it s be-

he.ve ~ JI ~ (see Chapter vr:r) . ~he write r oi this . hesis SUG~ests 

tiiat ~,,St,• alt1.out;h int c:rprete a1.u u;e<... b,i nany as t he adjective 

for the qual ity of ,'JO , recll~· ~eant c~.r,liance with c.11 ti1e con-

dtio1:s , .:;ocic.l a.:.1:.. 9 h:,rs ical ::.s well as 1, s~·chol o~ical (see Cr..a_>iers I-IX) . 

?he •;1ord f'd't.J ~:; o i"ten i'OUl'l.1 with 1cl( I s . ::;e : ;:i ; 2 K. 20 : :::: ) , bnt 

e ven i n such p lac es it a.oes :.ot i n ... icate a ::ie :-e !Js;,,'chol o_ i .;al ~onuitiou 



to use an emotional t erm as the su.r ''O(;ate for a caapl e te beha>' i or -:feel

inc;- t hcu~ht situa tion 1'iu...s its parallel in tb.e bi blical use of 11 :fea r'' 

a:.d. "love" of God :"or con1or1::allce t o a c omplete reli(,i ous k .eal of life 
62 

(?s . ;:;4:12 ) • I f \'1e are to underst ... nd the c.eep er ncanine oj• the t ·::nn 

i\ ,,ft., •~>- >'1e raust reali=e this !:ietonoey of t::.e !,1ind. I A the li[;ht 

of the above material ne will then c nc l ua e .:tat the ?..aboi s belbved 

that in or der f or )raJer t o be trul y ;'\/ff t ano. have ef ::'i cacy in 

~ur lives it neecls not only t:.e i n ·ar...ness, as .Bal:lJa ibn .?akuda later 

st!'essed in his Jhovos Eal e\'OYos , but tte "ou;. -:.ara.ne:;s 11 of a life of 

::.i tz\·oth, a s J udah r.al evi l a t er enphasized . Otherwi se ·,•;e ::-:e rely utter 

words but do not r,ray. 
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1. Pergson has l Pid much stress on the tendPncy or mind to s9! ect 

onl y t he permanent . TI1is is reinrorced by l anguage. At i ts best 

langunge is st ~ti c end cannot dPa1 ade1uate1y with dynamic pro

C9sses . It is t oo erude , however sk i llflly used, to r ,a11y ex

-press our consciousn~ss. '.'lor ds are t oo re.iv and wooden to de

scribe whF.t i s withi n . Langu~ge ~as devel oped to descr i be at 

, r 

the common sense l evel what ~e see or heer , not hearing and 

seeing. Not only voeabularly but s :.,,tax distorts. ••n we 

say "I ha•• a thopt• it does not •an so•thing analogoue to 

"haring a peney• but •a thinting i• happening in•• and eyen 

•in" and•-• is mialeading. 'ftl• result ie that language not 

•"" only hides thoughts fro■ other people but ii& is a ••11 hiding 

our thoughts rro■ ours~l•••• (See Ogden and Richards •Meaning 

ot Meaning•.) .. ought to create a dynamic Yocabularly t hat will 

describe the fluid consc~ousne~s. The most desir~ble t ype of 

language wilt be somewhere bet~een poetry and music. Thl• 

would attempt nei ther explanati ~n nor 1• 5r.ri ?tion hut suggestion 

or intimation. It ~ould not de~~ne but point to/5~~;1,i- i nsights 

in t he l ives or t hose t ~ ~hom it is addr~ssed . (s~e J ose?h i?Od 

Krutsch• s "Exp.,ri9n~e end Art" . Here he denies t.''le pess i -us::i or 

his pr e·,ious vol 11me . " 'fhe L!odorn Temper',' and admi :.s ti:~t :,oe ~ry 

~ill li•.re •rn Lm& e.s p"'opls shAr e ••premises" and cen int:.m9.te 



li:~~~t ure must be provi ded ~i : h 4 str~~ l ure or c~nv i cti~~s 

derivo,d f r om philos~pt y e.nd r el i gi on f or the artist t o t ap. 

beyond its eonc~pts to t he : ul l n,ss or iamed~ 4t e o,xpo. r i ence. 
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a. God ideai ~ (mysti cism) tends t o assume that God 1a 

a monistic absolute, usually impPr sonal , a s tatic, 

unt hinking, unact i ng, "abyss" without ethical or 

aest hetic predi cat es. 
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P. (prophetic r eligi on) assumes a cr eator, worker God 

who i s a dynamic influence i n hist or y. +Thay may both 

use t~e vift negat iva i n t hei r theol ogical concepts but 
........... 

to U t his i s a negat ion bat to P i t i s a double pri-

vation. ~ e former i s a catept ualized zer o, the l at ter 

is a "must" a ffirming t he great r eality •• I am i ndebted 

for t his suggestion t o Dr. Diesendruck'a int erpretation 

or the negat i ve attr ibut es or M,.i monides.) 

b. Inter cour se, K s eeks a sur render or per sonality and an 

ulti mate emptying of the mind. Its ~our !'118.in stages area 

Purirication, Ill umination, Union, Oblivi on. 

Pis alway s conscious or a "Thou" and aspires t o work 

wi th it and speak t o it in order to at tain Its strength

eni ng r riendshi? and guidance. 

c. Behavior; M i e not i nter ested in act i on but i n the con

templat i on l eading to "empt:ness". I t f l ees ~rom act i on 

and social duty thr ough a r eflecti. devotional lijld,tatt 

someti mes 8111121 wit h visions Rnd auditi ons t o an ul t i mate 
' 

goal . where neither t hought nor reeling exist s . I t i s a 

systemat i c oui~i de or all i nt erest i n the time- process. 

P l s i nter est , d in ° ction, t he world and personRl con-

sciousness. 



The contusion exists in historic religions b9cauae there ia 

often a s·rneretism or these two opposite tendencies, both 
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using the same verbal end behavior systems. There are various 

degr~os of fusion. We may find N compromising with P and ac• 

e9pting the value of' a(:ticn but, even then, using it as the 

f'irst stage o!' the disc:ipline that .vi ll lead t o ~ tinal sur

render to the g~qat impersonal. P sometimes ~ceepts the meta

~hy~ieal thinking of M rbout the "One" and cBases to s~r ess a 

personal God idea but 1retains the emphasis on the personal 

values of aspi rin~ men, The extreme or Y is round in the 

Upanishads, the Vedant~ or Sankara, Hinayana school or 
Buddhism and ?lotinus. The extrena or Pis round in the pro

?hets or Israel. We find col'Ol)osi tes in the Tao myst icism or 

tao Tse, Hindu Bhakti mysticism, Hellenistic myster y religions, 

Philo, Sutism or Islu1, ehdst iani ty. \1hen Suso says "man 

~ust sink away rrom hims~1r and all things" h~ was speaking 

llS part o .. the 14 t radition, p1.-,ading f"or the same negative 

process or social 8.Jld ?ersonal suicide that the Indian refers 

to when he speaks of' r•&nnihil 'l.tion""becom.i.ng nothing", The goal 

or this process is ft ~ioyless i:-idi.f'ference, co!ll?l 0 te anaesthesia 

and catslAptic rigidity. In Christianity -ve often find the 

re-inhr-pretation of the old Je'l';ish prophetic t.adition as the 

mere symbols or the m1:rntal states of' this negati'Te process ••• 

The M tradition can b~ tra~ed , in the main, dir ctly or in

direr.tly, to Ind'."-; •rnd the P trP<d'tion t-, the hills or Judaea. 
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The M tradition is usually spread by recessive, pessimistic, 

feminine types. The Pis the exptession or the active lovers 

or the world find men •• The ?! tradition comes t:> the rore when 

a civilization is overwhelmed by calllJ!li.ty. e . g. Orphism in 

Greece, Upanishad,s i n India, Taoism i n China. The P tradition 

ch~raeterizes all pr imitive groups and peo?les who have a hope

rul raith in t he future. e . g. ninetee~century Europe and 

Ameri ca. Spengler' 3 state~ent that civilizations hsve a 110 

year evcl~ bqginning ~1th opt i !'lism and extrovert conquest and 

ending in nessia i am,extreme introver sion and social paralysis 

cnn be related to this analysis. ~ls own popul~rity is tbe 

proof ot the pa~tial t ruth or what he says . 

7. Heiler says; Das Gef!ei ist also ein lebendiger Verkehr des 

Fro1111len mit de~ personlich gedachten und als gegennrtig 

erlebten Gott , ein Verkehr , der die Formen der menschl ischen 

Gosell sehattabe ziehungen wiederspiegelt". Oas Gebet p. 491. 

Whenaver philosoph·· gives up t his naive realistic beli ef in 

t\ pe!"sO?lA.l soT'lething outside of" soeigty that is t.ile det1> r::u. ner 

or our destiny and who is ~alt t o b'3 present i n p-ayer (like 

t he "Du" of' the Chasid) , t}:en p'!'"Ryer ceases t o h'?.V9 r'3e.1 ;,ower •• 

The graat stream of wePtern philoeo~hy tends to think or God 

as an i'lTpqrsonal Absolute , the "World-Ground", "Uorld•Princi ple", 

"World-Soul", "tdee or t he True, 8Peutif'ul ~nd tiOod" , or a 



postulate or the reason, but he is not Lord or Father whose 

nearnoss t o him ~ho prays is an absolut 9 certainty. {'fhis is 

perhaps due t o the r act that western metaphysics der ives its 

concepts from Greek mysticis~ with its tendency towards im

personal ideas or reality.) The result is that to most or 

these philosophers prayer is neither a power nor telt to be 

indispensable. Yan can as l i ttle enter into a r el ation nr 
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prayer to "First Unmoved Mover~ or Aristotle, or too"Ani ma Mundi" 

or the Stoics, to "Deus sive natura siva substantia sive un

iversum" or Spinoza as to the "Gr and etre" or Au~ st Comte. 

There is no possibility for "fellwship with God•. Philosophy 

usually does not assume the existence of a Determiner or dest iny 

who i s a personal being, present and responsive. Except in 

the recent mater i al i sm and mechanistic naturali sm these phil

osophers-whether due t o deeper understanding or t hs conservative 

pressure of the masses-do not ~ej~ct prayer altogether, but 

they usually preserve and transform it into contempl ation. 

Prayer is retained as the recollecti~n or the impersonal divine, 

or as a symbol or cArtain subjective psychol ogical moods. It 

ceases to be a dialogue and beeomes a monologue. Kant and 

others like him (A. Dorner, ~au, von Hartman, etc) openly 

say that prayer is strictly soliloquy. Kant would keep prayer 

but only in public addresses because "it can exercise great 

influence and m~ke a great iBpression". (Edward Scribner Ames 

denies a personal God but prays like a f undamentalist). Diderot 



pre.ts •oh God I know not whether thou art but I will think •• 

though thou didst look into ffl'I soul. I will ask as though I 

stood in thy presean••• We need a philosophy th&t doee not 

empty prayer or i ts real meaning1 that organizes the meta

physical pre-suppositions of the life or prayer for those 

or us who reel the liberating consoling value or colll!lllnila with 

the personal present and Divi ne Power. 

a. Prayer, rites and belier, are never round separate or each other. 

They imply each other. ~ prayer however tree, goes with the 

doing or~prontl.stwg to do or refrain- rrom doing certain things 

and is accompanied b, a nd.nifflllm or i mplicit, though perhaps vague, 

beliefs. The French sociological school, Durkheim, Levy-Bruhl 

and their American discipl!s (Ames, I.King, F.G. Henke etc) have 

rightly pointed out that Tylor and Tiele are ffong in eaying that 

rites arose out or indi'tidual beliefs; but they are pa,·t or a 

folk•d!lllce or custom and social reeling a.rising berore bel i efs 

a.re clearly formulated. Rudolph Otto corrects the sociological 

school tor t rying to explain this •social reeling" without in

eluding the "creature experience" or man before his non-social 

environment. Thia is a healthy corrective to the ultra-sociological 

view which woul d see theology as merely, to use Shailer llathews1 

term, t ranse~ndental polities. Otto wiael1 points out that the 

"sae!"ed" arises not out :>f man's reaction to soeiet·• al one, as 

Durkheim sa:,s, but as a direct r~sn~nse t o a ·deeper reality found 
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in ihe uniYerse. But due to bis extreme phenomenalogical ap• 

proach he builds up a system around a narr ow atomistic analysia. 

The virtue or the phenom. a~proaeh i s that it comes nearer the 

actual religious experience than does deduction fr om an ethical 

philoso~hieal system ( e. g. Hermann Cohen) ; even nearer than the 

psychology or religi on vmich deR.l.s with pr oces ses or mind. Phenom. 

is i nterested in the content or t he religious experience. It has 

the courage to follow the metr.1d or, to use Husserl' s term, "er schauen", 

immedi ate enYisioning. The trouble however wi th Otto i s t hat he 

does not s eem t o havP- suffi cient ir.sight i nto the whole gestalt to 

rel~te -t:6 the uniquely religious t o the r est or life and culture. 

His pr esentation as f ound i n "Das Heil ige" is bot h psychol o~ically 

i nadA'luat11 and l'- istor i cal l y !"al se because he spPa.ks or the numi nous 

as ir it a.rose ;n a - sy chol ogi cal and social v ac,irm. Lvery experience 

hr s t hr ee irreducable aspects , cognition, affect ion ~nd conation. 

Otto does not or ient hi msel r to tti s l c;st P.spec t ;rhich i n t he prim

itive gr oup i s p11rh~ps o '" gr eat e~t irnpo!"t nnce . As a r esult or tr.i s 

he Sl)O" ks o f' the "numinous" which i s non- mor al but l ate:- ett- i ci zed. 

The dist inct i on bet-veen :n:.··al s and t e.bu i s a sophist i cated dir l'er ence,i 

i napplicable t o this st~ge or lif e. We have nav~p ~ound or cnn 

concei ve or tte living man who doos not act , think and ~eel and i s 

not a member o~ society and the bee.rer of a patter n or tabus . The 

distinction between t hq sacr ed Rnd t he moral onl ? aris Ps in mature 

soci eties wt e :-e a pessi mist ic l e i sur e cl ass has &risen. In all prim-
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itive groups mana im9lies tahu, a e9r t Ain t ype of behaTiour. Otto 

rans to make the distinction that !leiler, Soderbloom and Jrunea make 

between the two contrasting types or religion. the r esult is t hat ho 

has not seen clearly the moral concomit.anta of per sonal tl,eiam and the 

inevitably per sonal feelings i nvolved in the "cre9t ure-reellng" before 

the numinous. Oman partially Makes t hese corrections in his recent book 

"ll~tural and Supernat ural" ••• The wisest approach t ,, r e11g1on would be 

to see i t as the tool or a group o~ m9n t rying and hoping to adjust them

sel?es t o their total envir onment , viscnral and axtra-soci9tal es well 

as soci 9.l. 

?:-11:rer , lilce megic , i s 11sed as a meana to chitn&':l obe ' e r ':llation to one 's 

envir,n~ent: but it is dirrerent r r om mazi~ in two r ee~ects , it entreats 

~ut =a~ie co~pel s; :t conceives or the cor.trolle~ • ~r the environ~nt kll 

'l r rive f r o1:1 s pell ( ?"razer, ?rayer i3 r:-ust ret. .. d 1!lsi1':; ?'ar P. !.t ar.1 ··:undt 
Iv 

s~ear. or evolut ion 'roe !r.~ i-per(tive ~ ~ ~ e ~~t~ t~v~ }, neit her 1,~, ~ 
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as part ?t a larger idea or duty. 

Uagic and science are both means or compeUing enrlr onment . The former 

ia the earlieat type or science {Ur-science; Frazer- paeudo-science), 

arrested in its development by the following:"a pre-logical" (Levy-Bruhl) 

emotionalism ( but little in co:non with co•rington 's 'Mana) which made 

it almost i!llpossible for the critical selr-evaluatio$ necessary for 

growthJ t he professional group who used it as means or income added to 

its secrecy in order to ~reserve its vested inter ests; the emotional 

sat isfaction the magica l technique gave to those who had recourse t o it 

in the crises or their lives (Jane Harrison, Crawley, ~~nnep) made i ts 

preservation valuable as a psychological cP.thartic and sdded further to 

the secrecy and i mmuni ty to change, ::>ut or the observation and reasoning 

or dail y experience
0
science gr ew up separate or its earliest level (Ual• 

"" inowaki). Religion had socialized some or the 'magic . The part it discarded 
, I 

hecame the l i velihood or unsocial magiciaM and was called black-magic. 

The part it absorbed wasf'at first ror its control purposes. -;.'hen new 

knowledge indieeted t he weakness or magic for control it was then r et- 1 

-L • ~ 
ained ror its social-a.est:iet i c value and the new lcnowledge = stressedt 

It is the aim or r eligion to provide both moral e and mor al guidance by 

sacralizing the crises and by eontinu~lly redgfining worship into a 

ri::her unity o'" aspiration and acti on. ·'1,en it ceases to re- de i ne i. ts 

~oncqpis or prayer in the l ight or this kno~l edg~ t hen it continues as 

a type or mJ\gic with merely cat harti c vFlue . In each ;~neration the 

struc;gle is bP.breen the ~orc<?s thllt "'fOuld make r e l igion i:ito magic , r or 

the se.1'e or "~"ace", and the he J\rers o,. light -ho sa, we c'Ulnot pr a.y 

~ thout "clean hands aTJd .e --ure heart". 
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9 . Since this term is usu.elly use<! of hereiics -.,e can uuess th& t this ob

jection t o extr eme ~r aise of God nas rob~bl ~~e to objections to the 

e;nostic theos ophical no!. io:us cu:::-reut in the Tamiaitic ar.d £.moraic ti:~s. 

10 . The Higil Priest ou Yom Ki ppur , ·::hen he \7~nt into t.he Hol y of Holies, 

·;:oulcl not le, ~then his r,ra.;;c r in or a.e r not to "make I srael impat i ent" 

(Yoaa. 52). The reason is tba.t they were 1ri ghteu(.;a an .... tel :; th9.t if he 

diQ not r eturn soon it sho-.,e_ th.:;..t pO\°,c :::-z of evil hau cotten hol a ot him 

&.:iu. t .,is ,;;oll.!. · oe a bari o~en :or them, a s he 'l':as t.heir inte!'ce :;wor y. 

~ee : . z. Lauterbach, ~ ~i{;?li ticc.nt co~t rove!'sy , EUCA, vol. 4. 

7c) . 

11 •. Le Gi nzoer.,, ~aJ'S i n G. J • ..;:cor e ' s •. o: t:s 2 . 221 th.ct this \7a::. :::-e l ~vt.nt to a 

di sputation O:l th<:: tre-:,uenc:; with -.Lic:1 O11e shoul rec ite the .'efill:.h. 

1uotiD.G a. 3leazar be A.za r ieh.: 

14: . :.his was one o~ tJ.e l'eason.s ~o:::- :he fight be t\7ee:::l R. G~ ~liel c;.:.. • • !.s 

as hi s ~~cce~sor . 



pray er lCa.ut . r . 31:a), there were others amollf. t.lle Rabbis who were more 

i nclined. to eapbasize s i1..dy. •~t.ey interprete the a-cove p&.ssege, 111 am 

s leepil'.]6--frora {no more) Teq>le; I a.":l awQke-- :for the $yna.._;o_ues end t he 

s t.u~- h ouses" lCant . r . 5 0a}. Some even said t ba.t stu~ was the hit,,hect 

i'or.r. oi' worshi p . a. i meon said. : '.1.'he sa;,-i?l{,s o.f the Law ere r.ior e precious 

to c e t.ban sacri! ices (Aboth :i:ei) • 'ife ha\'8 socie traditions o f Rabbis who 

";',!Ould r e fuse t o inter:-u,!)t t he ir s t u •. r:heu the ho,.r of pre;,er Ca:ll9 {see J . 

». ~is eusteiu i ~ J . E. x, 1661; Abraham, Phar i saism a nd the Gos~els, 84). 

17. '1he Rabbi s used to sa;; of .. his pst.l m: I n the ::essianic Era there v;ill 

be no sin; c onsequently n o sorron and !.O suffe ring. But t he thanksoffe~ 

i ns will l ast f or eve r (Lev. r . 9) . 

18 . U0!'£8nstern, J ., Gates of 31Mlteousness , EIJCA, ~01 . 6 . 

1: • J e s us i n t ile ::r:,1 '.;.'es ta:ne?.t r e ~er s to the Jhez.a {an1.1. so .ioes Jo ... ephus) . 

~ee Oest erley, Influe :.1ce of Je•·,ish Li tura upon .Jhri~tian :u1.ua1 • ..-

21 . See ••• ~ohen, Be re.kot , PP • 107- 110 , a:iu the .:::iort rre.Jer of 3 . tist:a un 

22 . ::, . E• !-'reehof, Clrig1n of t .!le ~echa:ll.lll , BU~, ,;ol . :;, . ' • ;;,39 . 

23. " ~/hoever says ( in his ... 'e filla.h ) : To a bir •s ?..est ~ T~ .·.'E! rcie::; e::t ~=-- , 
,\ 

or : For 'J.'"h;{ .:;ood be tey .:.IE-::e r er.t~bere ( !.Ill! l y i 4; .!O: ! or iliid) , or : ~7e 

2-{.. J.. • .& • I tlel sohn, He.cr.azon b 'Yisroel, c2.'..0!'en, vol . 10, !>• ~ (1:,22, ) . 

25. " i'i.e !'or:::s o! ·:.orship we ::-e c ,.,nsic:.ere a. ·o:, the Je-,isl. s::.- -es ~ ol u a 

coustraint -...p on t he :':-ee sire.a::. c:: our s ent i ~:1:s . ~.n:.is d: ·· s ay: ,;,» 

neve r attai n t.!le p-..usati?._ enc.ionz of benuir:e siu>:,li.::E.t lon. .r'rce , im-



art istic forms o: meter and rhy:ne, could not but be i n~o~ed in t ree , 

improviseo model r.ru.s i c . " (Jewi sh Uusic , p . 111) . Re mentions , howeve r , 

other 1n11uences in t h is d irection : 

1. Abolit i on of bodily mo·:eme:J.tS ( rhylhmic d.allce or march ) . 

2 . Abolition of percuss ive i nst ruments i n t he ser-., ice . 

3 . General orienta l in::linat i on to unrhJthmi ~al song. 

26. Kohle r , O? • c it . P• 69. 
.,., ,'--'J. 

27 . ~he ciifterence be t.ween , he::i was r.ic!'e than t e;.t_., ho~·,eve r , a nd o f these 

; he 1'ollowins are the :::os t ~ ortan t . 

1. In .?ale s t ine t he peop le c a lled t o read the Torah would reau t he 

portion th1:1ms elves, whi le in Baby l on the re v:a:; a s1J.c i a l r ea cte r , 

11.Kore" auu t ile peop le ca lle d ~ woul c:. merely lis :en. 

2. I n : a l estine ;he .Ke~u s~a wa s reci t ed on Sabca ~cs ana. 

oul:,, -:1h1le i n .Babylon it -;-.•as r eci t ee:. ciail;;. 

"' .,. I n .ral estine seve1: a.no. eve~ si>: aa.ults wer e e:uuUl;h i O':' -s r rvice, but i n ?ales t ine t !:e lee.st nw:ibe ':' ':'e _uired i s ---
_ "Jblic 

t en . 

4 • I n ?e.lestine t he ..i.::iitia consisted of eic:;i:teen ben~d ict ions , i n 

.Babylon n i neteen. 

5. I n Pales tine the ?"eadi :cc o f the ?ent a ·euch ·,-;as com_1le e · in t h ree 

yea rs , \'7'n 1le i n Babyl on this -::::.s C:.oi..e i n o:1e .;ea!'. l'Le :-esult 

was that the restiva.1 of S i ::icr.a:h . ore.h was cel cbra .. cc.. onl;,· on~e 

in t h l't!e yea.r s i ::1 ral e s t i ue b·~t i n -5:.b;;lo;: it vra:; ::e l eb r:a:.t. e ... en-

(.:)ee l ue l sohn , J e 1 S;J. Li t \.l'QT, - • ::'. l) • 

28. A f ixed ter.t ~ean t neit~er r i c i di t y n or :r~g1cllty of the ritua l , ~s so 

f ollo·.-:ins r eason : ? i r s t , ther e ·:.-:!s r r e eli.o::: t o :::Z.:..:e ne-.v p ra,;~ :; (but as 
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au,pp l ement rather tlian substitute t or t.he ol(L ri'i.ua l) . Seconu.ly, not 

~ onl y is sponta neous _Jr ayer not t he i'onn of since r e prayer , a s Heil e r 

su&;es i s a ll through his book "~s Gebot 11 , but , traditional lit urgy, 

VIII
-1 11:._ .. t.,,;. ) 

11 done ".'7ith t he fl ;;ht S!)ir i t (see chapter 'ee&u ~an go de eper 

into the hear ts anti lives of ::-.en . .: ritual " ri~h ~ ith the dict ion o f 

a.:;es11 had ( e.nu .i:as ) ce rta i n t r emendous a esthetie, pa;,chol oL,ical and 

socia l v~l ues that made it the Lei dlt of folly for reli~i on i o i b'llore 

i t a s a tool. 

29. Kohler, ~p. ~it •• ch. 12. 

31. l delsolm, Lituro ~- xii i . 

32. Othe:- Rabbis said thet p,.:r haps his !'~ e r : or forc iveness c:..i::ie at the 

r i v' t t L:ie but his sin was such t r.a. 1or.:;i-. enes::; m.11 ! ~Ot _yr event th i s 

i nevi t abl e !>t.ni :.h..~ent (R. E. l Sa) . 

M . ''The cleansi.ng r.e re Las not.hi -4, t o uo with 9r i !?:.:. l :, abk.t i.., ; i t .oo-.~ 

si:::ipl :, .;o re_,1a re one.:elf i n sucb a wa:.; as to ue aolc t 1. conoe-:-:.L ra . c :.11 

o f Rabbi n ic ~•heol ot;Y, _, • .:6. 

Z5 . J . E. , vo_. 1, , . 270. 

no~ : ce.::h , 

but eve? ii' :uii. e J.ru.tic te ~Y ::'i:: L - _r ub ( l e i ei. l . 

36. It is t or -;his re~son :ii:ohlc r :::a.:;:. the a.e u.icatio .. r,ra;rc!' ot i:i::_. ..,olooon 

!:lust 132.ve been W"i t t e- i.1 the e; .ile (Cp . Cit ., ;;i.. f.. ) . 

aohle r sa:,is : 
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at the recital of the Sha:is.. ?his is t r.e i:ieani1:t, of "r o::-es a l Shena" 

(contra ~lboc:er.l • i'he ter.:! corresp on..i.s to t ile one us eo for t he ? rie:; tly 

Bl ... ssi::s, 11: esiat AB.p.:,air.'' (R. n. 29b; Ko.i:l1er, oi: . cit . , P • 5& ). 

40 . The hiE;be r one ' s ran;,: the uo:-e l o\':l:.· one ' s conduct shculu. be. i'hus t he 

ordine.:--.i -;,;o:::shippe r bO\''S at tte be{;i r.ni ng E.nll at the -;,.J. o: the Amid.a and 

llodim; t he F.igh Priest bo··.-s a t ev~r;; bene.::.ictlon; but the Ring remains 

ar.tl i n the orient t ociey: (ll St anC:.in,: erect ·'1th r..a.nds ou, s ~retche:i and 

e:res 11 :"~eci. up t o·-ar.1s i'!ecver: , e>..--pres:: i ve of the soul 's azpira tior. ; (2 ) 

oissive humility. s et ·:;een theSE t·:10 are r.iiu.1..l e f c,r.,.s , SUvh as ben ... ing 

the :.es...:. anc.. kneeline;. All ti~ese ..... :· be ::' o;md. i. •• -;;J!e $c ripture {i(ohle r, 

op . cit., ~• 100} . 

41 . .... ee J . ~., vo} . \ . ~ I\ . 

4~. -'Lis is in li:.e .i th Robertson Smith ' s :heor:; i n J::. :.s "Re.:.icio::: of t ne 

46. I.z.iterba.ch , S i _ . ~ott r ov~rsy, ::DCA , 701 . 



and da.ys of the wilderness but the 1a.nnual re~urrenc e of Si,r 1.nc and in,. 

gatherinc , t he Spring e.nd t he fall equinox. .;haauoth ori .. i n.e.11:, cele

br ate d not t he r evelation !"rom r.:ount i nai but v;as a _,u;-el:,• a.f,;r icul tnr a l 

fes t ival . 'l'he a uducean o_'lpositio!l t o uhabuoth as a c.2,3 o: reve la tion 

is an echo o~ t his eorl i er attit uue (Finke ls~ei~, Harvard ~beolo~ical 

Review, vol . Zf. , P • Z~) . Yoo .Kippur ,:as not ori sf.~ll;,• t he ... a:; Loses 

des ~ende ~ !rom S ina.1 bearing God ' s f org iveness (oe e r Ol am Jut ra) but was 

1.he 2llllual !'all equi~ox. Rosh E.ashonan ,·:as said t u be the ~ God re-

::ie l";bered Sarah and -;-;as a:so the au::i ve rsa r ~ of cre&t1on (R. Re l Ob) , but 

this was a p riestl- i nvention to dsp l ace the a ncient cus t om of t.hc peo!)le 

c e l ebre.tine a so l e r new year just ~bout ,hi s ~ime. 

49. Graetz points out that .:.men was a Syn2£ 0 [.1l8 u.o=-olot;r t hz.t ~ <le 

/ 

into the ?salter a t te !' t !'le Ter:u:,le m .. ae~ t r oye d. ~he Tal._u et s e.j•S :..l,a. t in 

the ':.'emple t he !"onn of resp or:se used •,,as "hO Moh :;hem >:o•;ou ~ l chu so l ' ol ao 

vo ' ed" (.'aan. 18b) . 1/hen the ? er.pl e ·r.es still i n exi s : ence , within it~ 

tr-.mipet s with "?ra:is ea. be t .be ::wne of Ei s t l orious ~:in..,:t.o::i : o: r;·.- ; T a:-.u 



53. I.:orceust e rn, llosos \7ith t he Shining Face, HUCA, vol. 2 . 

54 . Buclller , Types of ?al. J e ~i sb Piet y , P• 87. 

55. waamouot h , See Koh l e r, op . c i t ., ch . 23 . 

56 • .Ubo i n I k.airi?J "- , 16, 20, 23 says t ha t t or p r a ~ r to be e t:rec t.ive it must 

c o with a hannoni ous sp i r it--l ike poet ry ·,11th .::udc lquo t e<l f ran Ene l ow•s 

ess~ i n Kohler Festsch r iftJ 

57 . Singe r ?ra;,•e r b ooka s ee 16 th bl e ssi:lc.; ot t h e Al::?iu.a, P• iJO. 

56. Th i s Tal!'l'!Ud pa3sa ::.;e cives other n ;.son too :"or t he des · ruc ti on s no child• 

r e:i ·.1e:Jt to school , t he _)eor,l e los t their sha,ie , t. he:,r ::iade bi g 2.nc swa.11 

~e o!)l e e; ual , t hey d i e uot r eprove ea.ch ot he r , t hey de sp ised t he s chol a r s , 

men of ~&1th ceaseci t o ·oe a.::o::c : hem (!:.ab. 119b } • 

59. I sa. 4 0: 22 . ..:'! ere a r e r:any ot he r oysti~al Les c 1.:: tious i n t n e .. ·a 1=:ud 

based on Ezekiel o-: Got: ' s d.istant h&bi t a t i on : riw.ra...., on the sevent h 

h eav e:1 t .il.r ~both , Ps . 68 :4 ) where arc rioit eous , i;r a ce, bliss, peace , 

soul s of the r i cht e ouz , end t h e spi:its tc b e crea t ed, tle t;..ew of r e sur -

•➔·""" recti on , e.cu the ::iin ist e r i ns e.n.:,el s , E!lg . :.Zb- 1:;a) : · of Got;. •s ~ovi:!G t o 

heavens oore ... 1sta.>1t than .... raboth -1heu I s reel Sills (Der . --re t:: r . 2 ) • 

60. I n Jen. 2 5: 21 I saac entreats God. Tl:e r oot of 11 t o e :.i.t rec.t 11 i s'~ se.me 

as •tp i tclltorkff. 

61. ~ e p r obl eo 1n r abb i nic : he ol c~· -:7as ho,. can Goe. hear t he .· r a ·e r:; ;..t

t e r eu at di fte r cnt _,l a ces a-;, the sa.~e tL:e? .S o::ie sai ti. lie c ul u. ..i.o so be

cause Ee ,·:as owni)ol ent a ud oi:mi1,:-ese::t . vthcrs :::r..id au ar...,-el Sa~1cial !on 

! t hem 

a nci. r,ut it on Gou ' s ::.e r. • (~:ici. ':'eh . Bu. 167 e.:· cl :580 ) •• • Gi'oe r el' (Ur chris t -

ent no 2 , 376 qu o eel by :.:a m.or s ' e i ! . • ::a. .. :?s () f :;oc:., .:.1 • 16S} p oi r.t s o .. t that 

i n .:elleuis t ic .hr ase ol ou,r 11 t o cro~~ •• i s i de~t l ~l ·;•it t: " to ~ r~•" • 



~abyl onian 'ia1.mud • 

P. rBT,IOCfw>l -.Y 
PRD~ RY 

Tract ate r erakot (~ab.Tat ) •••••••••••••••• r.ohen 

Tractate Taanith " •••••••••••• ••• . H. t•o. .t.er Philad. 

.. idraeh Rabboh 

~~drash 7ehittiM ed. Puber 

?esi~ta de~a~ Yar.ana ed . r uber 

A·,os d ' ::l. tiat ha:r 

::e'.".ilta 

" 

Stna:;.:;le "or Ir..at"daitH ill .Tuaba ~ill 
ltudiea i n : e~iah •.1t.ton~r or ~r.r~hter 
~erlin 1~~1 p.BZ-t"'7. 
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Hailer F• • ••••••••••••••• Das :;e'-et.,ilmich 1920 

Idelaobn A.Z••••••••••••• Hacba aon b ' Yi sroel in hator en 10. 3.1923 

" 

" 

Jev.iah !'usic 

Jewiah Liturgy 

Holt 1929 

.. 19~2 

Jewi sh Encyolo,edia ••••••• A.~TI CLESa Ador a t ion, Kawana, Tahanun, ~orshi p. 

Kohler Kauf man •••••••••••• TJ-.eology , T~acrnil le.n 1 g1s . 

" Origin of Synagogue Md Chitrch , l~acmi 1 le.n 1929 

Kruts ch .roeeph Wood • ••••• Expe r i,..nc'" &!lei art . liol t 1932. 

T..aut~rbach J••••••••••••••Si gnificant Controversy between Phar.and ~add HUCA 4. 19~ 

" 

" 

Pharieeee and the i r Teachings ~1Jr,A ~ol.6 l 929 

Should we wear hats iiin the Synagogue CCAR ,,ol. '38 

l~ann J • • • ••••••••••••••••.Change& in the Divine Service. !nJCA Vol.4. 19Z7 

!~oore :;eorge :!ioot. ••••••••• Judaism, Vols l,2 and ~ Harvard , 19~7 

::or r;em:tern J ••••••••••••• Thr ee Ca l end are HUCA Vol.l.1.924 

" :.:oses with the l?hining Face, :ffiCA "ol.2 1.9Z5 

••••••••••••••• I nfluence o r Je•,dsh upon Christian Liturgy , Ox'"ord l 92!S 

Otto nudolph•••••••••••••• Idea or the :·oly, Ox:ord 1"24 

::lgden anti Ri cl:arc s ••• ••• •• i~eaning of ~!eani ng, Harcourt Rrace, 1921 

Pool David ~ P, Soi a •••••••• ra➔rl is~ Znd ed. Bloch 1~Z9 

~ankin •••••••••••••••••••Origins o ~ 7Pstival or Hanukah. ' ..ondon 1~30 

Schechter S•••••••••••• • ••As~ect s of Rabbi nic Theology, ?!acrti.llu 1gn9. 

Smith Robertson•••••••••••Religion of the SP.mi.tea, ~ook' s ed. l 9Z7. 
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