N   -bavid'Béubéni_And:H1s Activities
|  §; ~© As Reflected In
SE - His Diary And Other §232£§§

.}”‘

e 1‘;‘.'4."2,'!."'5-‘ f 4 T

'T.HESI.S

dx . Submltted as partial fulflllment of the requlrements for

rel | 51 | o the Rabbihical Degree

f - - Joseph t1n o

'Hebrew Union COllege~A

ATy

1M

e 4
L sV Ty

Cincinnati, Ohlo

v 1"

1932.

AT

IOt
o i S o




¢
.
.
R I B ” !
.
L] ‘ r . . . ' ' H . . M - i B
; . R . e f " . ~a . . D s
. . - h ' Lt . wer il : L . : [ :
. B ks B
! b st . . . e -
SR e 0 SDEDICATED ' v RELL et
- ) . : ' b ! - o K P
i . - oo g
. \ N ’ N
0 " - .
i . P H Yoo . . : oy .
B . N . r. g
-FATHER And MOTHER
- i .
;
A LR ' - o * P N
. T . S - S
o ' .
.
. N . - )
o
'
. . ' :
) : . . .
+ . ! B ' .
- - . . . N .
. .




CONTENTS

Pane

Chapﬁﬁ€;l'e

"”Chapter II.-

ot {, ‘.

Soa

David Reubeni's First Journeys Until His 's

SR " AN 3-17
Arr1va1 In Italy-;,w,\;fg |

ot
* .

General Background Of Reubeni's Travelg ;;;zsq
18-23
In EuroPe.f

o Coe. s s " L - L o T
A e - R : . b LI S

Chapter 1IT. Davié Reubeni.In Italy., 2439

Chapter IV,

s

v I
B T L T '.1 ‘v':-.,n
N MY B R 3

Chapterv

- Chapter VI.

Ghepter VIT in Breluetdon 740

SBbIiographys ot nrh Lt o st e i Togrugg T

T e P R
RN NI o4 W

NO‘;QB- o

b ]

;bav'id 'néubén'i«_sfmaﬂ_v,_i'ti_eaf*in'}-pafta;gal.'--" -%4_0.'54

1, P :.....‘4» % Goa e r. . N
"”:"' v PP A "r*‘ ".-'.‘-' ."r‘-'."“ ',' ’

The Earller ActiV1ties of Reuben1 ‘and Mblcho..
R 55-66.

Latter ActiV1t1ea of - Reubeni andiMolcho SR

67 73
Uhtiln Thelr Deaths.



l.

o i A T S c o 3 T, : S " Lo e e s - . \
B o i T T I N PR O L R s Rt I . B o I LR C R R
AR o |‘l‘.)l. - 1 '_-kr R i,.‘.,':'.'.,,. IR AP AR A S I 7S S i ‘.._1\*;;“. .;:.‘,"‘5_‘.'![ : .-‘,?'5_.‘::‘._7?.:-..' :1’:. I A i 1. oo
O B T L B L I R L PN A SO MR I S P L L NP PA TR T S (IR N
LA S R LT T }_,."f‘;‘é'.‘ S R A N & FERa L . MVERYS T T

eebesndes feis INTRODUGTIONS: jue of Tofsmsiion in cho Bes

'Théﬂlatter-stagen-or“thé“ﬂiddlewAge;.areﬂcharactérized in
history by a series of violent revolutions which destroyed:the old
order together with its decayed moral structure., A great revival of
civilizetion began whioh set up new kingdoms and new modes of living.
The invention of gumpowder caused decided changes in the essential
phases of life, especially in the art and science of war. ‘he discov-
ery of printing gave a new impetus to general learning, while the
productive adventures of Portuguese and Spanish voyagers not only
1nf1uenceﬁ the art of living but more than that- the philosophy of
l1ife. The beliefs in accepted modes of iiving were shattered in thia
period.

A confusion of forces was rampant. Humanism had begun its
battle for freedom of thought; the doughty Wittenberger Monk, Iuther,
wielded telling blows againsf the proud structure of the Fapacy which
had towered to the very heavens- an imposing edifice of imperial
power. It was on this confused scene that David Reubeni appeared.
He startled not only the Jewish, but also the Christian, populace
of ﬁome when he sought and obtained audience with the Pope, who
accorded him great hohor. The Pope and the Christian princes of
Europe favored his gigantic scheme to wrest Palestine i1rom the grasp
of the Tufks, for they were fearful of the triumphant progress of

the latter. The Jews and the Marranos were thrown into a state of |



excitements -they regarded Reﬁbeni as the Messiah hirﬁself. His't&le
of the existence of the Iost Ten Tribes in Arabia and his mission as
their ambassador fanned the flame of hope of redemption in the hearts
of his co-religionists.

Who was David Reubeni? Only his diary floods light upon
his origin and likewise upon his journeys until his arrival "i‘_q Rome.
Exterior sources are conspicuously silent concerning his activities
prbéor to his advent into Portugel; whereas Jewish contempoi'ary sources
begin only with his presence in Rome,

The following pages will attempt to present an impartiel
description and analysis of Reubeni's activities as reflected in his
own diary and also other sources. The discussion will not only seek
to bring into clear relief Reubeni in his"official"capacity as
ambassador, but as a unique personality, a human being, sensitive to
the ills of his persecuted co-religionists, and inflamed with the
hope of ameliorating their plight by giving them Palestine as a
haven of refuge,

His activities with Solomon Molcho will be duly set forth.
Both of them exerted a tremendous influence a¥mx upon both Jews and
Christians of Europe. Intrepid visionaries, unique personalities,
Reﬁbeni and Molcho shall now lead us into the mazed of their amaz-

ing liveBecececcosscee
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Chapter X.

| _3  '“David Reubeni's First Journeys Until His - o o
L?Q Jf*'_ o Arrival In Italy. T s TRy

The single existent source which throws light upon the
early life and activities of David Reubeni is his diary which

relates his travels from the time of his departure from Desert

Chebor, through Egypt, Palestine, Italy, Spain, to Portugal during

the years 1522 to 1525. It is incomplete and does not relate his
subsequent adventures in Spain, Flanders, and Iialy and his neg-

otiations with the Emperor Charles V which finally culminated in

- Reubeni's death.

According to Neubauer, it cannot be the original written by
Reubeni because it contains frequent omissions and many clerical
mistakes. Moreover, he claims that the Hebrew style of the diary is

that of a German Jew who might have been a native of Egypt and who
1 _

‘haa familiar with the Arabic language. Be that as it may, it furn-

ishes us with the account of Reubeni's early life and activities
and'givea us an insight into his personality. Furthermore, his
story finds verification in the observations of contemporary dip-
lomats. Thus in the Calendar of Venetian State Papers we read that
Marco Foscari, in a letter addressed on the 14th of March, 1524,

from Rome to the "Signory," writes that "An ambassador has come

to the Pope from the Jews in India offering him 300,000 combatants

2
against the Turks and asking for artillery." This coincides strictly

with Reubeni's account. In the cousmse of this discussion, reliable

external contemporary sources will be utilized,



According to hia diary. David Reubeni was the son of the

late KingSSolomon and the younger brother or.King Joseph who ruled

over 300,000 of the tribes of Gad, Reuben, and one-half of th-

'asseh in the Desert Chebor. As for his account of the trives, we
4
b}pc refer.to Abraham Ferussol, the Jewish geographer, who personally

knew Rgubeni. and from whom he received information concerning the

et .
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'Eggnﬁgihes- information net to be found in the diary. EEEEES°1
reported that in Rome Reubeni delivered the following account:
"That he is a descendant of those two tribes that dwell in the des-
erts, qust as the Rechabitgs dwell in tents, and his station is
| fﬁ/ in the desert of EEEPor. in Asia Msjor., Further on are the other
tribes, near the desert, on the way to Mecca and Djedda, on the
Réd Sea. They have kings, princes, and tribes, numerous as the
sands on the seashore, Their products are spices, pepper, and
articles of medicine., Between these two tribes lies a powerfﬁl
Arabic (Ishmaelite) kingdom which doeé them damage and prevents
their approaching each other. When Christian ships, proviaed with
arms and cannon, came many years before in that part of the world,
the Jews of QEfEBr sent this Jew, according to his own words,
(W to the gtﬁgf kingmof Portugal, who reigns overﬂipdia. and who N
k knew of the exI;teﬁégwg} a Jewish kingdom there. Be this as it may,
true or not, and whatever this Jew may be, in our country kings,
princes, and the people believe that the tribes are still in

existenée; that they are numerous and that they have magy kings."



And Ferussol describes further the location of the tribes
inorder to prove their existence. "In regions above the country
of Mecca (near the Indian Ocean) and also those above the deserts
of Calicut, there are to be found numerous Jews and many kingdoms,
but they are far from one another; namely, ihe Jeis above Mecca
and those above Calicut and in the islands of the Indian Ocean,
their number is endless; they are rich in gold and spices. And if
the Christian writers say that the Jews are oppressed and despised
by the black inhabitants and by the lshmaelites, these reports
prove that there are Jews in these regions and that they are7rioh.

The knowledge of the existence of these tribes conveyed hope
and joy to the hearts of suffering Jews and Marranoes of ‘furope
who looked to their eastern brethren for salvation and eventual
establishmeﬂt of an ideal kingdom. The legend of the ten tribes
assumed the form of a romance and a national epic for the peréecuted
Jew. He began to look upon his misery as something ephemeralj his
deliverance was inevitable. In distant India, the hero kings and
immense armies of the ten tribes were awaiting imapatiently for
the ten signs as signals for marching to the relief of their
suffering brethren in captiv?ty.

This binding faith in the ten tribes as their saviors burned
more brightly in their hearts and minds when & supposed deliverer,
a descendant of the ten tribes, David Reubeni, appeared in Rome
to deliver a message to the Pope from the king of the ten tribes,
The signal had already been given for the expedition to Europe.



The negotiations of Pope Clement VII and King Joao III of Port-
ugal with Reubeni would be unexplainable unless ﬁé assumed that
the Church by tradition had long recognized the belief in the
existence of the ten triges. The existence of Priester }ghn and
his Christian realm was also credited, and faith in the Jewish
kingslof the ten tridbes and their immense power was but a correlate
ive of this belief. Priester John's letter to the Pope mentioned
a Jewish state and its vastness., This was disseminated in a -
Hebrew translati%i. |

| Throughout the 15th century, Italian Jews sent home from
the Holy Land letters referring to various signs that predioted
the expedition of the ten tribes. These were copied and disseminated
among the communities of iialy. And thus Reubeni's appearance
came as the close of a series of antecedent events, "?he letters
which announced the existence of a kingdom of ten tribes and their
imminent enterprises were like the seeds scattered over Italy.
And when Reubeni came, he found the faith in his mission fully
ripefg

Mann helps to flood light upon this subject by presenting

a fragment of a curious letter addressed to a certain Abrahaﬁ.
and which appears to emanate from a Joseph Ben Solomon, proclaimed
king over a greaf Jewish army, recruited from the ten tribes and
assembled near Ancong in Itai;. This personage presented four
flags upon which were inscribed the Tetragamq# and the 10 Gomm- §L?
andments, as the standards of the four armies of Israel (in imit-

ation of the four camps of Israel in the desert, according to



Numbers II). A part of that army had gathered to attack Rome. It
was posted in the desert four days march from that city. Another
group had gone to conquer Arabis while a third marched to deliver
the Jews of Adat from their exilé?

—

Hgnn believes that that war letter was written either by
Reubeni or by one of his retinué of the communities from without
Italy (for in Italy it was too dangerous and could be easily dis-
covered) to make propaganda and perhaps to obtain funds for the
prodigious miasiﬁg.

The second fragment that Mann has uncovered is Qupposed
to have come from the "sons of Gad and Reuben" who were obliged
to reproach their brethren of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin
because of their bad attitudee-~ their immorality, falsity, and
other transgressions. In contrast with the deplorable conditions
df_Jewriea, the tribves of Gad and Reuben were successful in all
their wars, living in a prosperous region and living a religious
life above all reproao;. Even the Jews of India have a rep-
utation superior to their neighboig. Mann concludes with the
statement that these are the details which recur in other texts
concerning the ten lost tribes whose subject has excited other
Jews and which has taken possession of numbers of individuals
who have exploited it for a personsal m%give.

We are inclined to agree with those who maintain that,
altho Reubeni may have exaggerated the number of Jewish warriors

in Chebor, there were undoubtedly Jewish tribes existing in Arabia
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as late. as the 16th century. Even Greetz rerers‘to the testimony |
of Ieaak Akrisch. the wanderer, in Xol Mevzgeer..whieh eetebliehes
the ezistence of Jewish tribee in Arabiaj and he admits that euch
evidence is not entirely untrustworthy.

Moreover, we are impressed with the fact that both the
Pope Clement VII and King Joao III of Portugal gave credence to
Reubeni's story of his mission and position. The credibility of
bhis statements must have been vouched for by the letters of
Venetian and Portuguese merchants whom Levantine commerce had_
made familiar with conditions in the Orient. | |

From Farissol we learn thet Reubeni showed'the Pepe
documents certified by Portuguese officials which confirmed the .

authenticity of his statements concerning the existence of the B

Jewish tribves in Cheber.
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David Reubeni declared himself to be a descendant of the

tribe of Reuben which accounted for his name Reu‘beni.‘Aa a prince
_ and ambassador, the son of the late King Soloign and the younger

brother of King Joseph, and in the cgmmission of the latter and
his counsellors, the 70 Elders, he set out for Rome to persuade
the Pope to accept his plan of a crusade against the followers of
Islam inprder to liberate the Jews of Arabia; and also to obtain
weapons and ammunition from the Pope to be used for the decisive
battle against the Mohammedzgs. § qu}"-‘W:*EMWJ

He 1:}3‘(:)Chebor and travelled by way of the Ml to Jeddah,
He feared an evil fate if he and his designs should be recognized.
Therefore he took along with him only a deaf and dumb servant and
posed everywhere as a Mohammedan, which role he knew how to enact
for a long time. At Jeddah he was overtaken with a sickness which
tormented him for five weeks. When he learned that a ship was about
to sail for Ethiogga he tried to hasten the cure by leaching and
smiting his flesh with fire. Finally, he embarked on the ship and,
crossing the Arabian Gulf, he arrived at the oity of Suakim, in
Ethiopia. He remainéd there for two months, convalescing from his
painful illness, and as a result of continually being cupped, he
lost more than 50 pounds of bggod; for i+rder to be completely
cured he had to have more than 100 applications of hot nails.

When & group of merchants was about to travel by way of
Mecca to the Kingdom of Sheba, Reubeni secured pemissiop from

, :1:; chief, a descendant of the Prophet-of the Ishmaelites, Omar

(:Abu Kemil, to accompany them. Slowly his health returned, and after

R -
e
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two months the caravan arrived at LaESIa, the capital of the
Kingdom of Sheba in Ethiopia, ruled by King Omara, a black king
whose subjects were white and black. Reubeni remained with him for
10 moths as an honored guest., He fasted frequently and remeined
aloof from the frivolous, the scoffers and the merrymakers. It
seems that Reubeni was acting his part as a Mohammedan Prophet ? /(/LJZIE}('
very well. TN

Reubeni paints a fantastic picture of the conditions
and customs of these people. The men-servants and maid-servants
were completely naked, while the queen, ladies, and concubines
wore golden bracelets, 2 on the hands and 2 on the legs, and .a
golden chain, handbroidered, covered their nakedness; their noses
were adorned with golden rings. They all ate elephants and wotvea.'
leopards, dogs, camels, and even human flesh. The king admired
Reubeni and offered him gifts which he graciously refused. He,
however, gave the king a garment of silk and 700 ducatsf florins =

of goldy in the role of a prophet, he delivered the following
R

;Q(fprmula which he frequently utilized during his associations with

PO
“'*Nfohemmedanss "I love thee and grant thee pardon and forgiveness

-

ff

!
- %
.

L™

1

‘and & full title to paradise, to thee and thy sons and daughters,

‘and all of thy household, and thou shalt come to us next year to

27
the city of Mecca, the place for the atonement of sins.

Reubeni passed as a QQQEEEMggzzifh and aroused tﬁ%ugh his
piety and strong asceticism the wondermeht of the masses. One
day an Ishmaelite came from Mecca to the house of Abu Kamil and
‘told him that he was a dervish too and that it would be advisable

% o docendspt 7 T Q“V’]LM (e -
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for Abu and himself to unite into a group with Reubeni as leader.

-

The dervish wished to present a gift to the king, & holy book from
U -

the house of the prophets and also a portion in Paradise, pardon
W

and forgiveness for his sins, and to obtain in‘ return, gold,

. servants, camels. After he used Reubeni as & means to obtain all
.
this, the dervish discovered his secret that he was no Mohammedan
. . e N g
prophet; thereupon, he informed the king of this fact and also that

he was a mere Jew from the desert Chebor. The king investigated by
e

Al

inquiring of Abu Kamil who spoke highly of Reubeni and called him

an honorable man"who fasts every day and fears God and does not go cz
!

- after merriment nor after women." Reubeni spoke ill of the dervish

- . N ——— -

-  accusing him of lying and loving gold. According to the diary, the

28
king absolved Reubeni and treated him with honor. But Biberfeld /f~\\

g

l

E 1Reu‘benéghad to leave immediately and he hurried as fast as he could
Gmo Egypt. ,

'jﬁumf He passed tﬂgugh Senaar and anrived at the oity of Sheba. .
The city was in ruins and desolate, with scattered huts in it. That
niéLt Reubeni dreamed that his father appeared and advised him to
leave on the morrow, for if he wd;ed for the return of Abu Kamil
who had gone for some slaves for him, death would be.hia fate,
Evidentlyy according to Biberfeld, Reubeni considered the dream

* a warning to leave as soon as possible since he regarded the absence
of Kamil, his supposed quest for slaves, as a trgg. Thereupon, he
left for 3% where he was treated with great honor by King Akrab.

Thence he jqurneyed to the city of Al Chebor. An old Ishmaslite [met

\OV{" “S\JA (\/ HW&M | M’U‘i Y

i&‘states that as a result of the accusation of the resl derviah. -

i
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him and kissed his hands and invited him to stay at his home in- ‘:’T“irﬁ;,y{
order that he might receive his blesgings. He visted the king,

= Mehmel, who, thrilled at seeing him,|exclaimed:s "This day is
fﬁ\/

blessed on which our lord, the son of the lord the prophet, has

-’

[ come before us; stay with me, I will flo thke honor." Reubeni seems

-

to have played the role of a Mohammed\proph‘e/t. to perfection, and

again he employed the formula for salvation and atonement. |

He continued his journey and arrived at the city of Gérgeh
where he was directed by a man, familisr with the way of the
desert, to his next destination, Egypt. He smiled on the Nile
until he reached the gates of Egypt, Cairo. There he was detained
by the Ishmaelite Turks who examined his possessions i+rder to
exact tithes from him. -

He entered Cairo on the New Moon of Adar, 5283 (Febe16,1523).
He inquired of one of the Jewish money changers in Hebrew so that
the Ishmaelites should not understand. The Jew escorted him to the
house of R, Abraham (De Castro), chief of the Mint, who was highly
esteemed. Reubeil confided to him that he was a Jew and wished to
stay with him for three or four days and that he would divulge a
seecret to him. R. '‘Abraham refused to permit him to lodge at his
home pbecause he had come disguised as an Ishmaelite and his lodging
would cause harm not only to Abraham but to the Israelites that live
in Egyp%? Thus,in his disguise he could find no welcome with any
Jew, and he subsequently fell into the hands of a false Arab who
robbed him of his possessions and even contemplated his ﬁ,fe.

He left Cairo and while travelling to Gaza, he stopped at

an encampment where he met a Jewish merchant from Beyrouth-Abraham
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Dunaz. Reubeni asked him what he was praying for at this season, and
the latter replied: "For rain;" and he evidenced surprise that an
Ishmaelite should know about this. Reubeni told him that he knew
by calculation that this day was the Jewigh festival of Purim, that
he had many friends among the Jews who loved him and whom he loved.
Moreover, the Jews in his country, were not permitted to converse

qmaelites nor any descendants of the prophets for they

, heted the Jews and even loved dogs better than Israelitgﬁ. He

g{ concluded the conversation by assuring the Jew that the end would

p speedily come and that the Almighty would humble the wicked and |

raise up the lowly.

2 f’
(4L -
QO\% On the 19th of Adar, 1523, Reubeni journeyed from Gaza,

day and night, and finally arrived at Hebron at the site of the
| 35
cave of Machpelah on the 23d of Adar at noon., The keepers of the

cave kissed his hands and feet and welcomed him as the "blessed of
the lord, the son of our Lord." Two of the guardians of the Mosque
of Abraham pointed out to Reubeni the graves of Abraham, and to

the left a small chapel in which lay the tomb of Sarah; and be-
/ tween them was the Ishmaelites! praying chapel. Above Abraham's

4
» -] tomb was a plan of Jacob's tomb in another mosque and near by was
-V, '

/-1 Leah(s grave, alongside of Sarah's. Reubeni informed the guardians
}f —

¢ ] that this plan was not true, since Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were

in one cave underground and not buried onnthe surface. They showed
.

”

1

e T—

~him a well with a lamp burning therein day and night and they

9 — |
lowered the lamp into the well by a rope and HReubeni saw from the
Nt .

mouth of the well a door of a man's height, and he believed that
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this was the real cave and he rejoiced and sent away the Ishmaelites
and prayed by the well. They told Reubeni that a king, the second

. —
after Mahommed, had built the gate of the cave after the Ishmaelites
had taken the holy place from the Christians. That king'had sent
four men into the cave, each with a candle in his hand, and they
stayed an hour in the cave. Three of them died immediately after they
had come out but the fourth survived for 3 dayse. The latter told the
king that he discerned the formx of Abrahem in his coffin in the
place of the upper plan, and around his tomb were many lamps and
books and a covering of beautiful cloths over it; and near Abraham
lay Sezeh; while Isaac and Rebecca lay above their feet and Jacob
and Leah at their feety and several lamps encircled each tomb upon
which was image, corresponding to the person entombedji.e. a male
image for a male, a female image for a female. A great light shone,
and & pleasant odor like that of incense filled the air in the cave.
The king had comﬁanded that the cave be closed and it remained closed
to this veryagay. Reubeni prayed there for several dayse It is
interesting to note that Reubeni's description of the Patriarchs'
sepulchres bears striking similitude to that of Benjamin of Tudela
who visited Palestine in the 12th centﬁZy.

Reubeni left Hebron and arrived at Jerusalem on the 12th
of March, 1523, When robbers threatened to attack the travellers,
Reubeni assured his terrified companions that they were safe. Sud-
denly a Turkish judge appeared with many servants and frightened
away the robbers. Reubeni was escorted by the judge to Jerusalem,

That day he entered the Holy of Holies,and at the sanctuary he was
met by the Ishmaelite guardians who bowed before him and kissed his

.;1}3”
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feet. They called him "blessed of the Lord, the son of our Lord."
The two chief among them led him to the cavern under the Eben Shethish
and pointed out to him the places of Elijah, the prophet, King David,
King Solomon, Abraham, Isaac, Mahomet. Reubeni did not believe this
demonstration to be authentic.

Later he descended below the Eben Shethiah but was ordered
by the guard to leave., He prayed outside the coﬁrt all night and
fatted.'ln the morning when the dghmaelites came to pray in the

court, Reubeni addressed them ig a loud voices "I am your Lord and

|| “H N

i

TN T

Son of your Lord, the Prophet; I have come from & distant country
to pray therein and not to sleep." When 4 of the guards attempted
to expel him, he threatened to write to the king of Turkey about
their evil deeds. They Begged for forgiveness and wished to serve
him as slaves, as long as he remained in the Holy Hougg. He gave
them 10 ducats for charity and he remained in the sanctuary and
fasted in the Holy of Holies for 5 weeks.

Reubeni prayed~below and above the Eben Shethiah. Later,
10 messengers from king Joseph, his brother, came and recognized
him in the sanctuary. Now the Ilghmaelites had a sign on the top
of the cupola of the court which, when turned eastward, was an evil
sign for their sins. The Ishmaelites wept when it turned eastward.
But to Reubeni it conveyed a different meaning- for the BElders had
alreagg told him that when the sign turned eastward he should go

to Rome.

Reubeni left Jerusalem accompanied by 5 Ishmaelites and //:27

retraced his steps to Gaza. To the 4 men who visited him tﬁere.
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on of King Solomon, and brother

he related that he was a Jew, the
of King Joseph who ruled over 3(/myriad in Desert nghgr. Re Daniel,
richest of the Jews in Gasza, formed him of all the Turkish governors
who had come to Gaza. Reubeni wished to familiarize himself with
all the evente and conditions of the various cities and countries
g0 a8 to appear well-informed and to qualify for the sundry roles
he enacted. He was a guest of Rabbi Ishmael and both attended the
synagogue on the Sabbath. From Gaza he journeyed to Damietta where,
;:according to Graetz, he earned the suspicion of the Mohammedans /‘1%
¢ who wanted to kill gim. He stayed with Re. Mordecai who escorted him
%o the seashore; thence he embarked for Alexandria.

& On the 24th of Tammuz he entered Alexandria. At this time

*j {.uf_,{
the Mohammedans were engaged in their successful warfare and cone

quests and were pushing towards the west. The first report of his
arrival in Alexandria was received by the Hungarian Jews by a letter
from Damascﬁg. They did not wonder a little that the Turks had under-
taken no march at that time. The reason for it, they alleged, was
that a prevalent pestilence raged in the Origgt.

Reubeni impressed his Jewish confreres by hies exalted
position and mission. From Yordecai he secured a Jewish servant to
act as his interpreter in Rome. This irritated the Ishmaelites
because Joseph was his servant and because he entered their syn-

:;Eggggghip which no Jew could enter. The Ishmaelitee told Reubeni
Qlthat the Jews were their enemies and that it wes improper for Jews
‘to gerve him. To which Reubeni replied: "I am your Lord, the Son of
the Prophet; I have travelled fhrough many provinces and Ishmeelites

have served me. I have found them wanting, for some of them stole
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my possessions. Reubeni finelly obteined permission from the
Turkish Pasha to leave Alexandria, and the cé.ptain of the galley

conducted him to a ship thatx was to sail for Venice.
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Chapter II.

| General Background of Reubeni's Travels"_ ;‘

In Europes:

The period which surrounded David Reubeni's stay in
Europe was fraught with grave political, religious, and social
upheavals. These necessarily affected his strange mission = to
secure aid from the Pope and the Christian potentates for the
great decisive battle to be waged against the Turks over the cone
trol of the Holy ILand,

Internal strife between Charles V of Spain and Francis
I of France (1515-47) made deep strokes upon the countenance of
Europe; it even made deep gashes on the body of the papacy. It
all began when Emperor Maximilian I approved of Charles V, his
grandson, as successor 6 the throne of the Holy Roman Empire.
This was at first difficult of realization because the French
kingy Francis I opposed this move; he feared that his own country.
would be encircled by a united German-Spenish-Italian State.
Thereupon he determined to preserve what he called the "Balance
of Power" which aimed at preventing the growth of one political
power at the expense of the otheié. However, after the death of
Maximilian I, in 1519, the electors finally chose Charles as
emperor instead of the rival candidate, Francis I of France. It
was only through an appeal to national and family sentiment and
the most flagrant and wholesale bribery that Charles succeeded
in securing a majority of the electoral votes?.

By this election, the king of Spain, who had not yet been

in Germany and who knew little of its conditions or language,
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became its ruler at a critical juncture, when the teachings of
Inther were adding more troubles to the other disorders. More=-
over, he had to reconcile conflicting interests énd appeals for
popularity_to many varied races. He had to repress rebellions,
In Germany he was faced with the rising Protestantism, which
threatened both his religion and thgane. His administrative
difficulties were complicated by the intricacies of foreign pol-
iticsse He was forced to wage war_with France thruout the greater
part of his reign. The surging advance of the Turkisig armies up
the Danube and theixx increase of their naval power in the Med-
iterranean Sea worried him not a 1ittge. They had rapidly ex-
tended their domein over Syria, Greece, Balkan peninsulas and
had already seized Constantinople. The conquered Christians were
forced to pay a tribute and were subjected to a life of abject
serfdome Their ¢ontinual onrush was a source of grave apprehen-
sion to Europe.

- Against Protestant Germany, a Catholic monarch might hope
to rely on papal assistance, and English support might conceiv-
ably be secured against France. But the popes who usually dis-
liked the emperor's Italian policy, were not eager to assist him.
And the Inglish sovereigns had domestic reasons for developing
Hostility to Charles Ve &

Francis I. of France had made grave attempts"to thrust a
thorn"into Charles V's side, which eventually led to war. He
first reclaimed the French crown to Haples althqugh Louis XII

had renounced it in 1504. Then he was bent on regaining‘Milgn_r
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which his predecessor had lost in 1512, But the outcome of the
contest for the Imperial control in 1519 virtually caused the
breach between the two rivals. War broke out in 1521, and with
few interruptions, it was destined to outlast the lives of both
Francis and Charles,

Itely was the chief arena of combat. On Februaryy 24,1525,
Charles defeated Francis who, after a brief captivity in Spain,
wag released on the condition that he would surrender ell claims
to Burgundy, Netherlandsg and Italy, and womld agree to merry the
FEmperor's sister. He sgreed, but when he returned to France, he
nullified the treaty and formed alliances with all the Italian
powers and the Pope who were alarmed by the sudden strengthening
of the emperor's position in the peninsula. But the imperialists
tfiumphgd,~

In 1527, the famous episode= the sack of Rome=- occurreg.
The p0pa-.'was, besieged and compelled to ransom himself. He promised
to corivene a general council to deal with I.uth_eranism. Chai'!:es;V'g
ermy was largely composed of Spahiards and Germans who, short of
money and without orders, mutinied and sacked Rome. 4,000 people
were made captives. The pillege continued for nine months, and
the brigands were halted only by a terrifying pestilence which
decimated their nulnberg.

During this turbulent period the Pope, Clement VII,
1523-34, assumed a secondary position. He was essentially a man

/

of narrow outlooke. He lacked insight into the tendencies of the

ege which disqualified him from comprehending the great upheaval
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which threatened the Churgﬁ. Biberfeld quotess "He is the most
impious of all popes whoever sat in the Roman seat. In the
weight of hostile forces which pressed him on all sides, he x
afepped into polities with vacillation which finally brought him |
to ruin. While his predecessors were engaged in forming a sube-
stantial world power, he had to support an opposite issue. The .
great falling away of the Protestants developed unceasingly
before his eyes. Finally, decadent in reputation, without worldly
authori-ty, he left the papal throne?'.' |

' Iﬁstead of trying to meet the problem of theTRe_formation,
he subordinated the cause of Catholicism to his oﬁn interests,
as an Ité.lian prince and a Medicig and even in purely sécﬁlar‘v
affeirs he manifested a timidity and indecision vhich prevented
him from pursuing a persistent policy.

He reigned in a period that was critical beyond measure.

Europe had lost its balagce. On one side, Iuther and his Reform-
ation threatened to undermine his papacy; and on the other,
Charles V's powerful domain, Spain, Germany, with Burgundy and a
part of Amé}ica, almost crushed Italy into servile dependence.
Pope Clement was in a continual dilemna. If he quarreled with
Charles, the latter encouraged the Reformation and thus helped
to vitiate the papal power, If the Popg sided with him, the
independence and freedom of Italy was threatened. lhus, he was
ever vacillating, and like most of his contemporaries, he res-
orted to astrology inkrder to learn from the stars what was

10,
incomprehensible to men,
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He wavered between Charles V and Francis'I. concludihg
treaties of alliance with the French king and then, after his
defeat, he made peace with Charles V. Later he broke this by
countenancing a movement which-aimed at attaining independence
from the reign of the Emperor - from foreign poweiéz When this
conspiracy was betrayed, Clement made fresh submission to Charles
Vey only to follow this, & year later, with the Holy League of
Cognec with Francis I. He escaped the wrath of Charles by prom-
tsipg to deal with Iutheranism and to assume a position of o
neutraliig: Clementds participation in the league égainsf Charles
end the empire had favored the spread of Lutheran'Réformatiah
in Germaigz Even some of the rulers in Germany favored Lﬁfhﬁr's
idea that they need no longer obey the Pope and that they were
free to regulate the property and affairs of the churchmen in
their respective domains without regard to the Pope's wishes.
Other princes and towns agreed that they would be faithful to
the Pope if certain reforms were introduced, especially the
reduction of the papal taxati%ﬁ: The papacy's future was in the
balancd; Clement needed the aid of the emperor to force the
recalcitrant factions into submission. The Emperor could have
ended the temporal power of the Pbpe had he not feared the
overwhelming influence of the clergy and the threatening role
of the Inquisitio%? But Charles needed the Pope, since a last-
ing enmity with him would have destroyed his hold in Spain and
Germany. He needed himto retain his power in Italy and by his

influence to sever leagues that have sprung up against him.
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So by the treaty of Barcelona (6/29/1529) the Pope re-

- tained his power over the papal states. The imperial coronation

was to take place in Italy. Clement crowned Charles Emperor at

Bologna, 2/24/1530. The FEmperor left for the diet at Augsburg

on June 15th. The Pope returned to Rome om April 9, 1530, |
But political intrigue blossomed again. On December, 1532.
the Emperor and the Pope met in Bologna to conclude an Italian
league. At the same moment, Clement was negotiating with Franc‘e '
who did her utmost to draw the papacy from the embraee of Spaine
In the midst of the strife and turmoil that followed, Pope
Clement died, September, 25, 1534, His pontificate bore very
bitter fruits., Rome was ruined. Italy, ffqm Milan_ to Naples, |
"was turned into a field of slaughter bathed iq blood and teé.x;s.“

- 16.
and one-half of Europe fell away from the center of Chrisj;iap_if._y.
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‘Chapter I111.

- David Reubeni jn Italy _‘

Y ."g»’_fﬁfé‘% a o BTG
Venice

.~ Such was the background in which Reubeni played his ‘daring
role. His ship, sailing from Alexandria, finally cast anchor at
Venice in the'beginniﬁg of 1524. He had been fasting and pray-
ing throughout the wvoyage and now appeared feeble from vol=
untary undernourishment. The passengers were angry at his ser-
vant, Joseph, whom they charged with pilferiné their food. This
did not involve Reubeni because he was abstemious snd would not
indulge in food that Gentile hands had toucheé. He rebuked the
servant summarily and that ended the matter.

The captain of the ship secured lofiging for him, and for
6 days and nights he fasted, One day, as he was conoluding'his
prayers, he found in his room a Venetian Jew, Elchanan, whose
acquaintance Joseph had made. A Hebrew conversation ensued.
Soon after, Elchanan returned accompanied by another Jew, R.
Moses of Castilin, an artist and portrait painter. Reubeni
asked m:zats for hie servant Joseph who was sicke.
R. Moses took him to his home in the ghetto (the ghetto of
Venice was the oldest of all ghettoes) where he met some of the
lesders of the community; smong them were R. Mazliah, Re Chyah,
R, Simeon ben Asher Meshullam, & brother=in=law of Jechiel of
Pisa. He had already thrown off his disguise and assumed the

appearance of an ambassador of the 10 tribes. To them he related
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that he waa'David Reubeni, the son of King Solomon of the tribe
of Reuben, which was 8till Lo be found living a warlike and
independemt life in Desert Chebor; that he had been sent as a
holy envoy by his brother, King Joseph, and the 70 Elders of
his tribe to visit the Pope. He did not divulge nis mission
‘but said only that he waes going for the good of Isragi.

His appearance made a visible impression especially
upon the Jewish community. For, as recently as 1502, a certain
Asher Lemmlzin had appeared close by, at Capo d'Istria, and had
announced the approaching advent of the Redeemer, and the immed-
iate realization of the Messianic ideals. He announced the
coming of the Redeemer within 6 months if the Jews would show
repentance, contrition, and chaertty. The people thru suffering
and craze for Kabbalism, were susceptible to such ebullitions
and convulsive expectations. He ecquired a host of adherents
who preached his prophecies. But suddenly the prophet himself
disappeared,and with him the translucent dreams and hopes were
shattered., But the impression he had created still lingeri&.
And the presence of Reubeni called forth memories of that
transient Messianic 5p1urge; Altho his diary gives the impress-

ion that he was well received, Biberfeld, however, states that

he did not find such enthusiastic acceptance to be unanimous
He
as he had expected.

He stayed in Venice for a short time and on March, 1524
he travelled to Pesaro where he was furnished with horses by

Re Moses Foligno who also direcdﬁﬁ him to Rome. One the eve of
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Purim, he and his servant, Joseph, arrived at Castel Nuove, a

small town one~half day's journey from Rome, Tarrying there for
a few days they finally set their steps toward the Eternal City,
the capital of Thristiandom, where Reubeni's fantestic task was

to receive its first impetus.
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' On the 5th of &dar, hé arrived at Rome. A Gentile from
.. 6 | S
Venice spoke to him in Arabic which angered him probably be=
cause he did not wish to be associated with the Arabs who were
Moslems in control of the Holy Yand. This would have made it
7 .
extremely uncomfortable for him. On a white horse, escorted
by his coreligionists and an interpreter, he betook himself
Be
to the Vatican where his appearance caused great excitement.
Accordﬁng torggizﬂggl! Reubeni was short of stature, lean because
of his frequent fasting, strong of heart, and swarthy-complexioned.
| _ 9
He spoke in Hebrew which was almost unintelligible. Graetz
describes him as something strange, mysterious, and eccentrfc;

10.
"of darke complexion and as thin as a skeleton."

He requested ang audience with Cardinal Egiéia in the
presence of other Cardinels. Two prominent Jews, R. Joseph |
Ashkenazi, the teacher of Cardinal Igidio, and the learned Jos-
eph Zarfati, son of Samuel Zarfati, the physician tor Julién
11, were also present at the amazing inter%?éw. He introduced
himself to the Cardinal as the ambassador of his brother,and
hés mission was to make a war treaty with the Christian princes

: 13.
against the Mohammedan Arabs.

T —— )
He was invited to stay at the home of the Cardinal until
the desired audience before the Pope could be arranged. At the
request of his coreligionists, he spent Saturday with Raphael

and Ashkenazi and withem he attended services at the synagogue
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where he pronouneed the blessing of deliverance from peril
before the scroll of the law.. On the streets, men, women, and
children pressed about him and he received numerous visits both
by Jews and Christians. Cardinesl Egidio sent for Joseph Ashkenazi
.to inform Reubeni that the Pope wished to see him on Sunday
before 11300 A.M. He was escorted by 12 prominent Jews. The
Cardinal presented him to the Pope. The latter, cognizant of

the imminent danger to Christiandom by the conquest of two bul-
warks of Christianity, Belgrade (1521) and Rhodes (1522) by the
Sultan Sulaig#n 11 (1520-66), and hoping to receive a favorable

diversion from the Turkish menace go European lands, received
him graciously and said to him: "The matter is from the L%ié."
He first revealed his secret to the Pope, His commiss-
ion was to go to him to effect a peace between King Charles V
and King Francig.l of France and to turn the combined power of
both kings in the Pope's behalf against the unbelieving Moslems
of the Holy Laig: According to Biberfeld, Reubeni wished that
letters be sent to John 111, king of Portugal, and to Prester
Johnj that the former should send ships, munition and cannon.
to Reubeni's brother, Joseph; the latter was important to join
his strength with Joseph's so that from two sides, he could :
withstand the onslaughts of the Xoslems and finally.crush thég:
What would then follow, he did not speak outright before the
Fope - they were ppobably "the secret suggestions" which the
later shared with +aniel of Pisa, that he, with the fulfill-

ment of those plans, awaited the advent of the Hessianic eraj

that Israel, freed from the oppression of Ldom (Rome) and
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.. 19,
: Ishmael (Turkey) would live as a free people in his own land.,

The Pope, who was supposed to be kind and sympathetic
to the Jews because of their suffering and persecutisg;. was
‘pleased with his interview with Reubeni. He confessed tiat he
was unab%i.to effect amicable relations between Charles V and
“ Francis I, but that he would write a letter of recommendation
to the king of Portuégf; and according to Ferrusgol, he promised
- to send him in a ship to Portugal with homot and to command all
Christians on the way to help and honor ﬁ?ﬁ. In the interim
he would take care of his stay in Romgf.Concerning his inter-
view with the Pope, 2 letter written by the Venetian ambass-
ador in Rome.Mhrch 13, 1584, reads: "In these days a Jew nhas
come here to his Holiness, the ‘ope, and has declared that he

has come in behalf of his coreligionists who are nomads in the

srabian desert and who'livei without permanent abode. He said

that they have 30 myriads of potential military men. Since,
which

however, cannon warfare is &nfamlliar to them in/respect they

T

are next to the Mohammedans who are the enemies of the r0pe.

Byl

he has come to demand men whb are experts in the construction

of cannon and powder. He declares that it is an easy thing to

execute this demand by using Portumgal ships by way of Red Sea.

He offers himself personally to undertake this charge. He

R e e Ny s

T

promises that as soon as they have become expert with the prace

tice of cannon, he will seize all the Mohammedans and will cap- &
24, : b

ture Meccas" |
:
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Farissol obtained statements from prominerit Jews who spoke

with Reubeni to the effect that Reubeni had asked the Pope for

aid and to make available for him metal weapons that shoot forth

cannon balls and also to furnish him with experts to manipulate

the cannon. These men should go with him to 4Arabia Yelix to
RS,
wage war against the Mohammedans; and in return, Reubeni would -

give to the Pope certain emoluments: access to the market places

of the last where there was an abundance of spices; raw incense,
26,

and other products, Farissol ascribes the purpose of all this

to the fact that Reubeni wished to gather and unite all the

Jews to conquer and inhabit Palestinea= for it is an eterhélliﬁ; ’i

27 . :
heritance for Israel.

Pope Clement was just the person to chime in ﬁith Suéh'
fantastic woven planse. An alliancetaf”King Joseph and Xing John
would suffice to break the heathen power. With the most-déngers 
ous enemy of Chrigtianity driven out of the Holy #and by the
reinforced Israelitish army, the Pope would be restored to his
former power over the military affairs. (See Chapter II for the
status of the Pope.) |

Even the most incredulous of the Jews were amazed at thé
fact that a Jew was treated with such respect and honor by thé
Pope and his Cardinals, and they were convinced that there mnét
be at least a grain of truth in Reubeni's report. Many of them
believed in a hopeful future. Befo;e he had come to ftaly, while
he was still travelling in Palestine under the veil of a Moslem
of the offspring of Mohammed, already knowledge secretly spread

from Palestine to the scattered Israelites who were in Italy
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concerning this wonderful man, that his mieeten was to wrest
Palestine from the Mohammedans and to bring redemption to ;eraef?
The Pope permitted the Jews to give lodging to Reubeni,
but he himself agreed to defray all of his expenses. The Fatoi ?&V
( p t)|p'1) end the community voted him a pleasant quggter. The
cardinals consulted him frequently. For six days consecutively
he fasted. As a result he became very sick and sent for the
physician, R, Joseph Zarfati, who had him transferred to his own

home where he could better care for him. Here he wes attended by

30 ; B
Chaim, & cantor, D, Ferraro, Simcheh, and an Arab Jew, Shua. Althoiﬂﬁﬁ - B
Reubeni suffered a grievoue_illneee,,he.did not despeir but felt “F{kﬂfhx-:

assured that he would not die nntil he would bring Israel to
Jerusalem and build the altar and offer sacrifice. But he 1ay

' there in deep pain and anguleh, between 11fe and death, and |
when they asked him if’ he would make confeeeion, he became angry
.and told them that he would not confeee, that he trnste in God
who Wlll save hime "And God eent 8 great sweat on me on . that day

31 L
and I was healed from the great 51cknees." - ‘

... Vhen one of his eervante, the cantor, was affllcted
with the plague, Reuben1 changed hls quartere to the home of R.
Hoses Abudarhln where he was attended by his three sdna. Moses
had a growvn up daughter who could read Scriptures and who prayed
dailye. She, too, was stricken with the plague from which she never
‘recevered,Meanwhile, Reubeni lofiged with Iseac Abudarhine. When
Christian lords visited him and sew the_decrepit house, they

told the cardinal who immediately‘eecured_a beautiful_home for
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thghaggaggador_and paid 6 monthe rent. In'one roon was-hutIf‘a

33
synagogue which contained a seroll of the 1aw and 30 lamps .

Biberfeld claims that the community'e zeal for Reubeni
had cooled off and, inorder to secure a promised lodging, he had
Zto call on the intervention of Cardinal Egigfo. Rieger and Vog-
elstein, however, state that Reubeni feared subsequent attacke
on his life and wished to be unéisturbed and protected, 80 he o

- 35
rented a new quarter for 6 months,

Reflected in the diary is not a very happy picture of the
condltlons of the JeW1ah populace in Rome. Hate and dlatruat, A
arrogance agalnst corellgioniats, and aerV1lity to Chrietiana, werei
rife. One could no longer trust another, for a professional syc-'i

ophancy poiaoned the "truating thought exchange“ even in friendly
c1rclgg.' As we shall observe later. JeWISh 1nformere abounded
aplenty, and many a devout Jew auffered from the thrueting fin-l
gers of suspicion, o o
When Cardinal Egidio traneferred'hia rééidehce to Viterbo
for two months, Reubeni looked around for someone to counael him |
in the interim and to act as interpreter between him and the Pope,
He learned of a Jew, R. Daniel ben Iaaac of Pisa, who lived near
the Pope. He said to him. " note that you are honored py the
Pope and the cardinals. I want you to be interpreter between the
Pope and myself, to advise me for the ;ove of God and Israel and
King Joseph, my brother anddhis Elders of Desert Chebor; and God
will honor you if you will do this in His service. I have come
from the Last to the West for the sake of God's service and for

37
the love of Israel who is under the dominion of Edom and Ishmael.
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Daniel listened to him with sympathetic interest. He was
evidently a son of Yechiel's uncle Isaacs He was well established
in Florence, had great wealth, and owned many commercial interests,
In fact, he had acquired such consideration that he was permitted
to frequent freely the court of the Pogg. He was also interested
in Cabbalism which might have accounted for his eagerness to
help Reubeni, whose mission was characterized by a mystical strain.

JJur:‘mg the pontificate of Clement VII, Daniel was called

to the Rabbinate of Rome, and succedded in harmonizing the com=-

munitye. He united the various elements into one strong congregation.

that included Italian and foreign-born Jews, and convened a coun-
cil of 60 members which possessed the 'power of 'admi'ni'sferirig’"f}:ie;
affairs of the amalgamated congregation. The decisions were dece
lared legal by the Papal 'decrgz. (12/12/1‘524)."“ |

 To this influential Jew, Reubeni disclosed all of his
secrets because he felt that h‘é'ﬁaé'”"éood én’d"_ﬁpriﬂg;ht in the eyes
of God and men." Daniel vowed that he would not leave Rome until
he had secured the letters from the POpé. He also promiméddto
act as his interpreter. He immediately dispatched a letter to
the Pope. Soon after, Reubeni was summoned before the Pope to
whom he reiterated his request: "I have stood before thee for
nearly a year and it is my will for God's sake and thy honor
that you should write me the letters which I asked of the Holiness-
letters to Prester John and also to the Christians whose lands
I shall travergg." The Pope promised to fulfill his request.

Meanwhile a certain large party rose up against Reubeni.

At its head was & bastard Jew, Ruben. He was a physician who used
\/\_\——
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with Miguel de Silva, the ambassador of Portugal, against

o4

to hold his hat in his hand and bowed and fawned before every

41

Christian. He was a calumniator, an informer, who was merciless
with his coreligionists. He seemed to be afraid of Reubeni and
promised him he would refrain from slandering the Jews. “ater,
however, he changed his mind and spoke ill of the Jews and Reubeni.
Two Jewish informers of Rome told the Pope to burn Heubeni ir}order
to discover if God would really deliver him, since he was supposed

to be a messenger of God. The Pope was angry and ordered them, to

42

the galleys of a shipe There were 45 informers in Rome, according

43

to the d:.ary, "but God put repentance in thezr hearts ghat they

should return from their evil wa.y."

. Reubeni describes the Jewe in Rome a.nd Ita.ly Yas mlghty

and lio_n_-hearted for all work,and suitable jfo:r we.r.. bt the Jews
in Jerusalem and Egypt and Iraq and all the Moslem countries were

falnt hearted and prone to fear and fright and not fitted for war

44

11ke the Italian Jews." Apparently Reubeni was deeply concerned
with his mission and the sight of prospective warriors gladdened

his heart. For es an ambassador and a military commander had he .

come to the Vest.

The influence of Reubeni is evédenced in an incident

which occurred in Rome. Moses :[;ati_n who used to converse daily

‘grael,

was once sent by & cardinal to the home of Joseph Zarfati. %‘here

he met Dinah, his sister, and he expressed his desire to marry

her. When Dinah refused, he sought help of the cardinals. But
Reubeni sided against him, and with the support of the Pope himself,

decided the issues Thereupon Moses “atin slandered him before
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Miguel de Silva and accused him of trying to reconvert the.thr-
anos who had left Judaism under John II and Manuel. But this.
availed him not. Reubeni again showed his power when he induced
the papal authority to release from Jail an uncle of a certain

Reb Mordecai and to nullify the required 200 ducats, The officials

still paid him 5 ducats every month, and he remained in the house

fffﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂg for him.

4 Since he had demanded above all a papal letter of rec-
ommendation to the “hristian kings for the delivery of iron-
weapons and cannon, the Pope directed him to the kings of Port-
ugal and Abyssinia with the idea "that no one else but the Port-

uguese, because of their Indian trade and excursions into Eury-
46

thrasian and Persian gul# lands, had relations with the Arabs."
The ‘ope also provided him with credentials to the king of Porte
ugual s0 that the letter could act after an exact investigation

of facts with "the Arabian Hebrews in regard to the diffus1on
47 -
of the Christian religion." L o

Vogelstein and Rieger mention a letter sent by CJ.ement-
to “avid Alnazarenus, %ing of “thiopia (Feb. 4, 1525). To quote:

"Der, Hebraer David, Sohn Salomons, heisst es in demselben, aus
dem oden Arebien und vom Berge ‘abor, der Uberbrlnger dieses,
sei der Bruder des Kbnigs uber die dort wohnenden unzahlingen

" Juden. Viese seien den Mohammedanern an Kraften gewachsen. Lete
zere hatten nur bessere Geschlitze. Er solle ihn in dieser Hinsicht
unterstitzen, Nach Besiegung der lMohammedaner wollten die Juden
Agypten ang 1‘ren. Ly habe sich bereits deshald an Johan, von
Portugal gewandt, und jetze wende er sich an ihn, da er Jenen
landern naher ware und deshalb den Sachverhalt der Angaben Davids
besser prifen konne. Der Konig moge den Gesandten gut aufnehmen
und ihn unterstiitzen, falls dem Christentum daraus ein Nutzen

erwvachsen kbnnte." 48.

During his stay in Rome the fope had all the sights

shown to him. A Jewish contemporary especially remarked concerning
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thia;4;hat Reubeni had ridden to the highest altar, Sti>Peteér's -

Church, on his mule. This was amazing since the Jews were forbidde
“en to travel about so promiscuously. In his march through the city,
10 Jewish .runners accompagied him, and even more than 200 Christians
were included in his ret?nue. Naturally, his appearance transported

the community into happiest excitement, lo this was added the fact ,

51

that the Pope had induced several Marranoe to return openly to/Mﬁff
Judaism, and he even afforded them an asylum in Ancona.

g L ] v
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' Within a few days the letters came from the Pope.and‘faniel

delivered them to Reubeni. +hat§night mannyewe-gathered at his.

lodging'plaee,tOFSharefhia Joy'upon~theireCeiptvof:the coveted letters.
Four'notablee,‘thé*heade“of*thef“Oman~cdngEegatien;uamong whom were
Re Obadzah of bforno, ‘Re Judah Aecoli. were conspicuous with their

august presences.’ Vogelsteln and Rleger state that he refused audience

-

to these’ four representatlvee, among othere, who begged h1m for a
‘copy of" the papal brief that: they might treasure it.-as a happy mem=

ento of.an'hbnOr ghown to one of their coreligionists. He dismissed

.. 52 .
them abruptly. But according_tn,theudiarywaeubeni“ﬂaamnot angry
‘ e 53

vith these repreeentativee, in fact, he honored them. But the in-

e e

T — -t e e+

formers and ‘spies whom “Wingled with the erowd aroused his ire when

they Wiehed7t0'read the brief and letters which the Pope had wrltten,

g&norderto remember the contents. feubeni had been informed that

they would go before the scribes of the P'ope and gzuld attempt to
( . HERE 5

frustrate his plane. lhls caused him no 11tt1e worry.

Soon after, the Pope bid h1m farewell anad gave him a coat

_-of armsrto preeent to his brother, King 3oeeph; also 100 golden ducats

for hzmself. Reubeni Went to Don Miguel de Silva to secure ‘& safe
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conduct for the‘Journey to.Portugal. ﬁeqwas promised_that it would

be sent to Pisa. ?his was only a trick and Reubeni left angered. ihe
Pope, however, ordered him to write ity for he had already writteﬁ

to the king_of.Portugal. But he didn't obey the Pope_and_left Rome

on a hunting trip which engaged him forla week, “ut upon his-réturn

he promised to send the letter to Pisa, | | | |

In godd faith, Reubeni left S‘ome at midday, 15th of Adar 2nd,

having stayed there one year. Thirty influential Jews éxcorted him

on horseback. {is march through Italy was like a triumphant process-
55
ion. At Roncelin he found an army of the King of Yrance and they

accorded him great honor. He arrived at Viterbo and lodged with an
eminent Jew, R. Joseph HaCohen. lle continued his journey, passing
through Bolsenu and Sienna, and finally arrived at Pisa. fe found a
werm hospitality at the home of R. Jechiel, & brother-in-law of R,

Daniel of Pisa; the latter had already advised Reubeni to seek the

hospitality from his pious and wise cousin of Pisa. Q;
- - 57

Although Reubeni had no literary educetion, yet he could
appreciate the manner of refined life and culﬁure of the family of .
his host. Kaufmann attributes this lack of culture to “eubeni: |
"esssssenteut pas recu l'eduéatihn litteraire et mondaine qu'il

aurait fallu pour apprecier la maniere de vivre raffinee et la
58 |
haate culture de la famille de son hotee.ssss” Reubeni himself
59

speaks of the cultural attainments of “echiel:

Iy

T e— : . .
He also exerted a great influencé in the community which was

comprised mainly of impoverished Jews., His home was always open to
: 60

all the poor who até‘at his table,
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. The public curiosity which Reubeni had excited to a high
degree brought many personalities to the home of #echiel- The
Christian populace of Yisa used to serenade him with trumpets.
Jechiel escorted his guest in his visits to the great sights of
Pisa= the ?athedral, Baptistry, the Compan?ie. But the warm‘hosp-

itality of Yechiel, however, could not comfort him. He worried

over the inauspicious delay of the passports. He finally sent a

messenger to obtain them but received)instead, the shocking
explanation that the King declined to see him in Portugal. This 3
explanation was falsified as it soon appeared, when Miguel was N
recalled and Martin replaced him as the ambassador. Reubbni was | %ﬁ
deeply pained at the delay and fasted for 68 days and nights, The
household of R. Jechiel supplied him with all kinds of food,

flowers, presents, silk robes, and even money for his servants.

Jechiel wrote a scroll of the law and Beubeni made a blessing over EU
| i

it. Signora Benvenida Abrabanel, wife of Samuel Abrabanel, sent him o
. I8

from Naples a banner of fine silk on which the 10 Commendments 4
n 1|
were written in two columns with golden embroidery; and many rich _ ﬁ;
garments and great sums of money. | 62 i
' P
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Reubeni recalled that she fasted every day and also heard of her

Al
fame when in Alexandria and Jerusalem, how she once ransomed more E%
than 1,000 captives and gave.charity to every one who needed it. %‘
Signora Sarah, of the household of Jechiel, gave him a signet ring .
vhich should serve him as a witness between him.and her. She also SJ

presented him with manuscripts of ?roverbs, Job, Pselms, and five
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Scrolls on parchment; she wrote at the beginning of the book her
adﬁice: "Never be'angry or haéfy.“ Apparehtly;'ﬁéubeni had given
her cause for such a statement, perhaps, he had glven vent. on
certain occaslons, to a V151ble temper of anger.

Kaufmann raises the questlon. Was it the bellef that
existed in Italy among the Christians as well as the Jews in
the existence of é possible Jewish kingdom formed by<the 10
tribes by the river Sambation, or was it the imperturbable bold-
ness, the firmness of his conviction and extraordinary asceticism
manifested by Reubeni which influenced the members of the family
of Jechiel, which opened their hearts, hands and their house to
hn?l2 *hls is certain, that durlng his soJourn in Pisa, Reubenl
wa.s the guest of the Jechiel family. The women vied with the men
in their attention towards Seubent, ‘hey used to dance and ‘play
the harp inorder to mitigate Reubeni's sorrow and pain from the
fasgf

Hope of fulfilling his mission and reaching Portugal came
to Reubeni when he received a letter from Don “artin, the new
ambassador of Portuagl, who had arrived in Rome to replace Don‘
Miguel de Silva, ordering him to prepare to go to the King of
Portugal who was eagerly awaiting his arrival?5 Gradtz confirms
the replacement and he quotes a Portuguesex report to thatAefggct.
Before he sailed for Portugal, baniel of ?isa presented him with
a gift from the Pope- a gabardine of red damask and a velvet cap.
Daniel ordered Solomon Cohen of Prato to join him and paid his -

wages. The captain of the ship offered‘to loan Reubeni 500 ducats
until he reached the King.
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Chapter IV,

David Reubeni's Activities in Portugal.

After Reubeni received the formal invitation from the King

, of Portugal, he immediately left for Lavorna'ﬁhere he embarked

{ zg"‘l!' \-—__‘.“

on a large ship which the Pope had filled with military para-
phanalia, and which was manned by Jews and Christi;ns. gnfurled
at the mast of the ship was a Jewish flzg. His expenses wefe
defrayed by his admiring patron and'host, R, Jechiel of Piga.

R. Joseph HaCohen, the historian, is not correct when he stated
that Reubeni first journeyed to Portugal and then to Itgly. He
must have known of his travels and activities in Italy and Rome
only after his sojourn in Portugal. But the report of his act-
ivities in Italy prior to his stay in Portugal comes to us from
Reubeni's own diary and from the statements of his Jewish contemp-
orary, Abraham'Farrisol.( See Chapter 1I1I).

J,( Arriving at Cadiz, a part of Emperor Charles V's kingdom,

DL

1
T
T —
————— e -

Reubeni was refused permission td enter, because several of its
inhabitants slandered against him to the magistrate. At Elmira he

met the same fate. Finally he reached Tavira, a tributary of the

Portuguese kingdom, where he was accorded singular honor by the
maegistrate, an officer of the king of Portugal. Notables, Christ-
ians, Marranos, came to greet him, and hundreds of the ihhabitants
lined the streets as he rode on a mule through thescity. He lodged
at the home of a Marrano. When a Spanish priest insinuated that

there was no Jewish king and that the Jews could boast of no

royal lineage, Reubeni became very irate and of a sudden hurled
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him through a window. The amazed Christians who witnessed this
strange occurrence broke out into loud 1aughte£ aimed,et,the ‘
priest'for_they_feare¢ to speak ill of Reubeni._And.whenthe.
magistrate heard of'this, strange to say, he rejoich;.

After sojourning in TaV1ra for 40 days, he finally received
two letters from the klng which contalned an invigation and 1nstruct-
ions to the magistrates in his kingdom to honor him; and he ves
also providedrwith 500 ducats and a scribe to superihtend his ex-
penditures. In great state he left Tavira, escorted by the magistrate
and all the notables.‘and wherever he went he was preceded by the
scribe who heralded his-errivel te the particular heads of the

9
communitiese

He passed through the cities of BeJa and Evera; in the
latter was situated the klng 8 palace. Wherever he went. he was
honored by the Marranos who believed that he was the Messlah who
would return them to Jerusalem. They pressed about h1m, klssed
his hands, and accorded him honor befitting a kigg. This angered
the Christians who warned them againsf“kissing his hand, an‘ob-
eisance due only to the king. Reubeni informed the Merrenos of
his royal lineage and emphasized hisposition; namelzy, that he
had not come to them with a sign of miracle but as a military
official who wished to help their klng and aleo to lead them to
the land of Israei%

He left Evora escorted by magistrates, and.wae shoﬁered
with gifte by the Marranos. The king was residing in Almeda in-

order to escape the plague that was raging in Tisbon..When he was

informed of *‘eubeni's arrival, he immediately sought the counsel
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of his advisors. Don Miguel de Silva once again spoke ill of him.
Encouraged by the report of the scribe- that the Marranos were
happily excitved at- Reub;ani‘s a.d'vent and they even kissed his handy
Miguel made & stirring speech before the king and the notables:

"Did I not say that he is come to destroy thy kingdom and to restore
the Marranos to the -faith of the Jews? If thou wilt éend notables
before him fo honor him, then all of t.he Marranos in the country
will follow him and will devise means to convert the Christians

12
to Judaism?"

The king became alarmed at the .report that the larr- ¥
anos were profaning the cross and were hopeful of redemption. He b
also learned that they were incited to such action by the sudden 7
advent of Reubeni. With the aid of his counsel, he improvised a ‘a

pretext, namely, that his grandmother had just died; and since

ron i Dy St

e S AT

he was in mourning he would be unable to accord him honor befitt-

13
ing an ambassador. Despite the abseence of conspicuous honor,

..
LT
s

AL T T SR
WP m ot b

Reubeni with his retinue of 50 men came before the king and ex=-. ;
pressed his wish to see him on the morrow. He did not kiss the E:
xing's hand because he was angry. He stayed with a Marrano at ,f:
Santarem. He met another Marrano who spoke Arabic 'apd who had :‘i

recently returned from Abyssinia where he had been sent by the
e ?

N

1 P T T
b Jiigeahbrpdlit:

et A e

1) king to spend two years. He related to Reubeni that the king of

N

\’J
\

: + Portugal sent young children of Marranos to an isolated island Q ‘.’“

L. in W to & place situated near a tribe that eats humen

-

( flesh. Another story was told to Reubeni by a certain Portuguese .3\
" captain tha.t- he had heard of a king named Solomon who riled over ;}‘\
Sy

,(
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& great numhgr'bf Jews. Inis tale he had élready related to the
kinéf o | | | |

neubeni later appeared before the king to whoﬁ'he delive-
ered the lettefs and with whom he discussed his miséiqn and travels.
He requested aftificers of weaponé for his brother, King Joseph.
The king seemed willing to comply with his request, despite the
diligent and persistent protestations of Don Miguel de Silva. The
king even furnished Reubeni with a spacious home in Almeda.

The spirit of_the Marranos of Portugal, on the eve of the
introduction of the Inquisition, was buoyéd up when they heard
that a Jew had been treated with honor and esteem by the king. All
their attention was centered on the man from the East, and every-
where the tenses expectation of immediate Ffedemption and salvat-
ion filled their hearts and minds. From Joseph HaCohen we learn

15 ‘ ’
of their attitude towards him: 123 g Plolgien g ylwic’l

' . ", I
weN 121323 P 2y 'fie 13PN ‘inde 5 o, k19 IJthfé Jwee 't

"And the Annusim ( p’ofjsen) believed in him. And each said to
his neighbori "He is our deliverer, for God hath sent hiﬁ;' and
they gathered about him and honored him much."

From Portugsl the message of salvation spread to Spaine.
Wlhen they heard that an ambassador from a Jewish kingdom had arriv-
ed at the Portuguese court, a great host of Spatish converts
fled to Portugal to be near the redeeizr. Reubeni behaved very
prudently and he took meticulous care hot.to give promiscuou§

promises nor ehcouragements to acknowledge Judaism openly, He

realized only too well that he was in constant jeopardy and that
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his life was in the balance if he were apprehended for returning
Mar}anos to Judai%;.

Reubeni had frequent worries of a domestic nature. Yraetz
considers them as nonsensical and utterly‘disregards thég. We
believe, however, that they afford us an insight into the chare
acter and personality of the man and thus uequirehisforical as
well as human value. Reubeni had purchased a Mohammedan maid=
servant whom he had proselytized. When his servant, Tobias, had

illicit relations with her, he decided to dispose of her to her

former master. The latter refused to return the purchase money.

The king became interested in this affair and summoned Reubeni

7
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before him. He wished to know the cause and practice of theé

el

conversion = for Reubeni had converted the maid into a Jewess.
He told the king that he had sent Solomon HaCohen and two sers
vants with the maid to the river and Solomon dipped her complet-
ely 3 times. She had to cut her fingernails and a little hair
from her head; also to swear not to commit evil so that she

might become ritually clean in the event of a future marriage
and subsequent freedom. Reubeni appeared to be very meticulous

about observing the laws of Judaism. We have already seen his

attitude towards the dietary laws (See page 24).

Thruout Portugal a terrible pestilence and famine raged
and the great hosts of Mohammedans were forced to sell their
children to the go#ernment inorder to sustain themselves. Some
Mohammedans resorted even to killing their sons and daughteré

to escape the ravishing pangs of hunger. Reubeni's peid-~servant

was oné of these refugees.
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Reu'beni was honored by the visit of an eminent Moslem
lord. a maglstra.te of the king of Eez, who we.s paying his respects
to the kn.ng of Portugal. He told the Jewish ambassador that he

was commanded by hia king to v:.sit him also, end to deliver over

of Asfl-SafJ., and from a captain of Tangiers. In the course of
the conversation, Reubeni informed the magistrate that he was a
military loré, that the youth of his country were trained with
the sword, lance, and bow; that they were all eager to wage
war with the M031.ems for the control of the Holy land; that, in
truth, the end of salvation has arrived; and that he, Reubeni,
nad come to seek artisans éxpert in making weapons and firearms,
who would accompany him to his own country to teach his eofgiers.
He assured the magistrate that ‘fsraél‘will deal kindly to all
nations that‘ treet them with due regard., He concluded by re-
lating the incident of his lineage and of the tribgrls. He also |
requested the magistrate to inform his king to protect the ers
of his kingdom which act will mark the beginning of an ever-'
lastlng peace between thgli. |

Reubeni outlined his program which included first the
capture of the Holy Land and its surroundmgs, secondly, the
gathering together of the dispersed of Israel to Jeruealgg.
Again he disclaimed the office of the Messiahship, "God for- &N//t&u
bid,I am a sinner before the “ord, greefe;' than eny one of you,
and I have slein me.ny men; on one day I killed 40 enemies. I g’?”,
am neither = prophet nor the son of 8 prophet, neither a wise VA

| ﬂ(‘ﬁa &(M’J

i N
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man nor & Cabbalist- merely e captain of the host, the son
of King Solomon, and my brother rules over 30 myriad in desert
Chebor. I have specifically told the Marranos in Portugal and

the Jews in Italy that from my youth till now I have been a
24

man of war.,"

Confirmation of “eubeni's report of his country and people

was given to the King of Portugal by an eminent Moslem lord from

/  TFormose, India. He told the king that there were numerous Jews

A

25
ruled by a king, Joseph, who was counselled by 70 Elders. Some

Marranos related this to Reubeni,

Soon after, he received an Arabic letter from a king
Sherif who ruled beyond the kingdom of Fez. It stated that there
were Jews in his country; it also inquired as to the identity
of “eubeni., The latter informed him in a letter about his origin
and identity and dispatched it to.that king Sherif through Abraham
Zimroi who returned to his country in 1525. From_ﬂifi:fgzi\ig
wrote to Reubeni that the Jews in all the Moslem kingdoms had
heard about him and had sent messengers and letters to him in
Portuggg.

Wherever he went, Reubeni was the "prince of peace,"
for he was fregquently engaged in pacifying the Marranos in their
quarrels among themseives. He observed that they were wise, strong
and artificers of firearms., It seems that *‘eubeni was mainly
concerned with the prospect of assembling a great host of Jews

to wage war with the Turks and to regain Palestine. Lvery Jew

was to him potential strength against the Turkish obstacle.

.
[ X
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One day the king of Portugal held an elaborate feast in
the open. From a 1arge cfowd that gatheredlto witness this-gale'
occasion, Reubem was elngled out by the king and told to stand |
before him. A captaln wasibrought before the klng and queen and

in the presence of eubeni ves ‘asked if there were any Jews in
India and Ualicut to which the captain replied that there were
many Jews in Singoli, 10 days journey from Celicut}‘Apperently,
the king wae-;;zabled with festering doubts as to the veracity
of Eeubeni‘e stopy. His scepticism was manifest in his bold in-
difference to the Jewish ambassador. He told him that since he
was busy with the betrothal of his 51eter. Reuben1 should write
down his requeets. The latter scented the cause of thls apathy
and attributed it to the machinations of Mlguel de Silva. Finally,
he complied with the king's request, after subjecting.himeelf
to a rigorous fast for 3 days and nights. o
More domestic troubles caused him no little worry. His

servants conspired ageinat him, slandering him to Miguel. The
lagter secured their release rrom Reubeni's employ without his
knowledge. The larranos, feafing that the servants would inform
against them, pleaded with Reubeni to set them free; they even
provided them with provisions and in Lisbon they accorded them
undue respeii. As a result of their informing, four Marranos

were seized in Reubeni's house and incarcerated., But ﬁeubeni

again exerted his uncanny influence and had them releaeed through

29
the king.

All through his st&y in Portugal, Reubeni was expoeed to

uncomfortable vacillations of scepticism on the part of the king.
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Informers watched his every act and listened to his every word,
They were ready to pounce upon him at his first false step, They
again accused him of-coming to Portugal to restore the *arranos
to Judaism and insinuated that the Marranos even prayed with.
him and that “eubeni had made for them a synagggue. Heuveni was
indignant and informed the king that his purpose was only to
exalt him and to help him - and what the informers have said

was utterly false, The king appeared to be pacified and discussed

his journey and the matter of firearms.
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., , '~ Next day the queen left to get married to the Emperor,
5 ?gD —
andther brother, the king, escorted her. In the procession was

f

ot Reubeni on horseback and also a Christian nemed Aldeka from
bt e U .

-

ﬂﬁg{j-safi. The latter wished to serve Heubeni and he swore, by

| placifig the Pentateuch on his neck and taking an oath, to be
faithful. His efficiency caused the other servants to be jealous
which availed them not. Reubeni was contemptuous to his other
servants- he called them weak, and their sode strength was in
their tongues; and when they appeared with him before the king,
they shrank from fearj; they were timid, weakhearted, and poss-
essed no social graces.

The king égain summoned him,&4 times in 2 daysﬁ in

regard to the “arranos and wished to know what he was doing with

them. He accused him of circumcizing his secretary ( refers to
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Diego Pires (Solomon iolcho) who is discussed in Chapter V.) %
fieubeni denied this charge. The king still insinuated that he Q;
was ruining his kingdom,for all the Christians were saying that %ﬁ
he was regstoring the lgyrranos to Judaismj amd they were all kissing rﬁ
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his hends and bowing to him. Reubeni replied that his house
was open to every man, Christian or ﬂhrrano. The king seemed
satisfied with his answer and promzsed to give him within the
month of Nissan 8 ships with 4,000 large and small. firzirms.

The king at this time was engaged in persecuting the

j neo-Chrlstlans but during the negotiations, he- refralned from

-fanterferlng with the Marranos. Reubeni's appearance in Portugal ﬁ%i
BT el
BQW'seemed to have changed his feelings towards the Mazranos and he &P[

was persuaded to give up the intended persecution of them.. To ﬁiL

: W\'. |
fulfill Reubeni's grandiose scheme of transporting weapons and

artificers of firearms and ships from Portugal for the fsraelite

army in Arabia and Nubia, King Joao III would need the Marranos'

support, money, advice. The cessation of the intended Inquisition

only increased their awe and happipess and gave flamé to the

dying ember of hope that redemption was nigh and that Reubeni

wes the Messiah himself., For here was a Jew not only admitted

into Portugal but even received at the court with greai honor.
But Reubeni's hopes were cast in shadow when dgain he

was exposed to the troubling vacillations of‘sceptiéism manifested

by the king. He ctuld not effece from his memory the incident

of Diego Pires' circumcision and his suspicion of Reubeni

was heightened by his counsellors. He therefore summoned Reubeni

b€fore him and revoked his promise of sending ships and weapons

to him to the “ast thaﬁ.year or next. He 3lso gave him leave

to return to his couhtry: "Go to the Imperor (Charles V.) if you
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wi%% and tell him all'yruiﬂiyhu_wish. return to Romé or go to

Fez," Reubeni replied: "I don't wish to go to the Emperor or to

Fez(Africa) but to Nome to the Pope."
The wueen told him the king had changed his mind be-
cause of the reports that Reubeni had caused the circumcision of

34
the scribe, and had also encouraged the return 6f Yarranos to

'JUdaism. Reubeni stayed in Almeda 3 days longer and then left
for Santarem where he received a report that the Christians had iﬁ
made an effigy of him and had mocked it; also, that this had -
aroused the Marranos who attacked the Christians and removed N

the effigy. “eubeni, however, effected the release of those 8

Marranos imprisoned for their part in this occurrence, by plead- %%
ing their cause before the i?ng. | | gg

The king inqiéired about the significaﬁce of Heubeni's %ﬁ
banners; the latter explained that they served as signs between i
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him and the tribes and that he unfurled them when he marched
A6 :
with his army. According to Mann, Reubeni's flags excited the
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mistrust of the king and queen as well as the éardinal and, at
| ‘ | 37
different times, they demanded what he intended to do with them.
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Menn alag cites the example of Yudah Angelo of Safed who in 1545
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spread the rumor of the reappearance of the 10 tribves, and who
. 38
mentioned the colors of the fxlags. He refers to a passage cited
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by Grath that is found in Isaac Akrisch's Kol Mebassgers:
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The Cardinal, the king's brother, tried to persuade
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Reubeni to join his faith and he promised to reward him with a
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lordship. Reubeni replied: " Wouddst thou make me like the raven
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that Noah sent from the ark which never returned? This matter

would not be good in the eyes of the kings, my forefathers, for I
am the son of a King of the seed of David son of Jess;'they would
thrust me from my inheritance. I have come 1in God's service to

: 40
make me a name everlasting for my meritorious task."

fff

* Reubeni prepared to leave Santarem. The queen had already
informed him that the king had sent letters to the Pope in regard
to hls intended journey. He was aleo.given letters which were
written by Miguel without his knowledge. Ohe letter was addressed 3
to the magistrate in Tavira; the other was a request for 300 ducats
by order of the king. As we later learn, the request for the 300

ducats was not included, for Miguel had again perpetrated nefarious

tactlics.
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Jg)’f Reubeni left Santarem and arrived at Conuchl where he lodged

with a Marrano. His fame had spread even here and he was greatly

honored. He displayed the banners before the magistrates who %ﬁ
admired their beauty and fine workmanship. One was of gold thread ;§
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and white silk and all round the banner was gold embroldery, and
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in the center of the second banner were tablets with two large

sy
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lions grasping the tablets in their paws; the whole plcture was in
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gold, with the ten commandments: written on the two tablets; round

P
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the banner on the two sides were verses from Deuteronomy and Psalms.
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( The second bamer was of green silk and all of its ornaments were

41
of silver. He had five other bammers of white silk.
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He continued his journey, -passing through Coimbra, Evera,

2 A

and Beja, where a host of Marranos came to him fearful and weeping.
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Reubeni assured them that hope of salvation was near. "Trust in
the Lord, for ye shall have the joy of seeing the rebuiiding of
Jerusaleme.«s I have not come before the king this time to take

you away and bring you to Jerusalem, for we still have great wars

" to wage; but when our country shall be in our hands and I offer

sacrifice, we will come to you to bring you to a settled land;

but this time I have come only to inform you that salvation is
42
near."

He v1sited Almadover, Loule, Tavira, and wherever he trav-
S
eled he always displayed the banners which impressed the people
exceedingly. At Tavira he discovered that the letter insuring
him of 300 ducats which the king had promised had not arrived,
for Miguel had written contrary to the kingts cemmand. Reubeni

wrote to the king in regard to the non-receipt of the letter and

also sent him a horse as a gift.

Reubehi showed his severe nature and method of discipline
by an incident concerning his household. His Ethiopiah slave
wanted to kill his arfisan. Reubeni had his hands and legs bound
with cords and then he struck him with a large st.ick'. He ordered
the Marranos to lash him 100 blows and then he bound hirll with
iron chains and incarcerated him for ten days. When he was

finally released he proved t.o be a model servant.

Restrictions against Marranos were rife. Once Solomon
Levi, his serﬁaht, was apprehended for wearing a garment of

black velvet in the market place. The magistrate imposed a fine
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of fifty ducats, But with the intervention of a great magistrate,
Reubeni effected his release. Trouble brewed for-Reubeni when a
nev magistrate, &:f?iend of Miguel, replaced the old oﬁe. ‘The
first thing he did was to inform Reubeni that he haé overstayed
his visit of'two months. Aléo he warned the Marranos not to go
to the house of the Jewish Ambassador. Iﬁformers were detalled
to watch the house. The_Marranos suffered from the evil deedS"
of the magistrate who accused them of returning to Judaism. But

43
Reubeni took care that no harm came to thgm.

Soon a letter arrived from the king ordering Reubeni to leave
Tavira immediately by ship for he was'wopriéd about the devastat-
ing influence Reubenl had exerted over the frenzied Marranos.
Escorted by the magistrate and the weeping Marrands, he left Tavira
for Padua where he was forced to lodge with a Christian and to
*\ keep away from the Marranos. He journed to Villa Nova and Laza
where he found a ship sailing for Leghorn. The captain wrote out

ffu

(‘ 2 bond that he would bring Reubeni safely to his destination for

200 ducats; otherwise he was to pay a fine of 10,000 lire to the

king. The ship met a storm and was forced to land on the shore of

it Almeda. The magistrate immediately informed Reubeni that he was

~ i,

under arrest for -he had violated the restriction that no Jew

could enter the dominion of the Emperor without the iatter's per-
mission. ihen Reubeni prodﬁced the Bull and letter from the King,
he was permitted to stay; the magistrate, hoﬁever, wrote to the
emperor for further orders. Again Reubenl displayed his banners

which not only held a fascination for the people but alsoc impressed
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upon them the importance of the status and mission of the Jewish
ambessador. Reubeni wrote to the Emperor in regard to his plight.
The magistrate,.at whose home Reubeni was a forced guest, was 6f-
Jewish desceﬁt - a fact not known to the Christiang. After twelve
days, he received a letter and a sealed Bull from the Emperor who
was at Granada, and he was permitted to travel either bj sea or
land; furthermore, the letter ordered everybody to honor him and
to furnish him with monii. | | |
He continued his journey passing through Sorba, Purchena and
finally arriving At Carthagena where he was again forcibly de-

tained despite his presentation of the Emperor's letter and Bulls

under -

from the Pope and King of Portugal. The magistrate was acting/the
orders of the Inquisitor-General of Murcia, an. officer of the

Emperor., But a letter from the Emperor'permitted him to remain

.--"'""‘h.\_ Ty,
— s e e

unmol ested.
t'\_/f

Wwith this, the diary which Reubeni presumably had written

comes to an end. His other experiences we learn from reports of
Solomon HaCohen, his companion, until the time which brought him
in 1527 in a ship which was wrécked. Then Solomon HaCohen con-

tinues with an account of the expenses incurred by Reubeni.
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The Earlier Activities..

of

David Reubenl and Solomon Mdlcho

Reubeni's presence in Portugal ardﬁsed great enthusiasm
among the Marranos; this causedlhim no little annoyance and
disconcertment. They acclaimed him as the Messiah despite
his earnest protestations that he was merely a Jewish ambassa-
dor. Tbe imagination of one, Diego Pires, was stirred by the
appearance of this strange Jewish prince. Anent this, Joseph
HaCohen records that when Diego Pires éaw-Réubeni, "the Lord
touched his heart and he returned to the Lord,lthé God of his
ancestori.“ Diego was born in Portugel, in 1501 as a Crypto
Jew or Marrano. He was endowed wiih all the graces of hature

which lent him a pleasing and impressive personality. He was

well educated and at an early age he spoke and wrote Latin, -

Like other Marranos, he studied, clandestinely, Hebrew subjects

such as the Bible and Talmud and even the Cabbalah in which he
became very proficient. His sundry accomplishments gained for
him rapid advancement in official circles. As a young man, he
was appointed secretary at one of the high courts of justice
in Lisbon, and soon became a great favorite at courf. But he
was dissatisfied with the false life he was leading. He
craved to return to Judaism. For a long time he brooded over
this which resulted in all sorts of wild dreams and awful
visions; these had a Messlanic background. The essence of the

_ 3
visions was that he should be circumcized.

o emoe AT R
W L I e ey
B s e e e E ot oo

. .
pef el A G

OO NG

o

e

Pt g

L2 X
Yl T

i

y p (o, - -
e AT | 1 3 ST
ARy

g

AR S,
Y e

oh e

Lo

PO Tt e e

T R e A e e e
s o B e it e e - ..t
AR A

o e Y
T T,

T T e e T LR s e

S

P T £ e A e ety g
T e e g YT
P
b -

i

oy -::ﬁ)"

o

e gion

G s

e T,
i

S

'
Foraes -
vy =

P
S

(ot
e Tt P vy AT,

T L
FLTT L i Toee iy

3

LT R P
I AT

i
[ e

T

T

M=ty

,-_-
R ST T
e e :_r,w‘,?’ it
A A R R T T

e
er.

.,...,
% g St
B R
Pt oo

v

g

PNl

T AT L L ST

ST

Bt et



5‘6'0 v

When he learned of the presence of Reubeni, he hastened to
him to ascertain whether his mission wae in’ accord with these..
visionary revelationi. The account‘of his meeting with Reubeni
is found in.the diary* “The secretary had come to me before he.
was chcum01zed and asked me to clrcumcize him or to order my -
servant Solomon to do it...and I, angered, sald, 'Stay in thy-
duties before the king until the Almighty opens the door. He
knows the thoughts of man and that thou has good intentions,
but beware of doing this thing at this time, for thou puttest
me and all the Marranos 1in great-dangei.'“' Reubeni appeared to
have regarded him wlith coldness and to have told him plainly
that his military embassy had nothing to do with Messianic
mysticism. .6

elt jerd el D Gaat aTepa avan? N2} Yin Lylc
| W,N'EAD ye2 VPN
But Diego Pires attributed his coldness to the fact that he,

i}

Diego, was not a true Jew, that he had not accepted the sigh
of the covenang. Therewlith he circumcized himself and became
a Jew in 1523, assuming the name of Solomon Molcho.l He de-~
scribee_his painful operation in his own letter quoted by
Graetz: "“And God helped me and cured me although I had under-
gone intense pain, for the biood flowed like water in a weli."
When he arose from his bed.he again hastened to ﬁeubeni and sald:
"Speak with.me, my 1ord; and do not hold thyself from me for I
have fulfilled'the commandmenp of circumecision and am one of
the Israelitez. This brought forth rebuke from Reubeni who
cried out: "What have you done that you have jeopardized both
of us, for if the king finds out he will say that I urged you
and I really had no knowledge of ig.“‘
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Soldmon Molcho left him but wes obsessed with more dreams

and visions manifested to him by a "Maggid"™ who conversed with

him concerning the Marranos and their}redemption by the Messiah.
11
According to his own account, & strange being ( J'60¥) who com-

muned with him from heaven in a dream, ordered him to leave
Portugal and to set out for Turkey, a safer place for men of
Mol#o's cast of mind and then to go to Jerusalem. Reubehi also
advised him to leave Portugal immediately as the act of circum-
cision might involve him in danger too and thus frustrate his
schemtg,' Vogelstein and ﬁgﬁker and Graetz agree that Molcho

_ 13
went to Turkey on Reubeni's provocation. It appears that it

was not difficult for HMarranos to cross over the boundary of
.J,/'d- \—/

Portugal.

In Turkey he caused a great sensation. At fifst he told

them he was a delegate from Reubeni of whose welcome at the papal

and Portuguese courts rumors were current even in the East and

had inflamed the peoples' imagination. The Cabbalists in Salon-
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i1ka listened to his dreams and visions. He became friendly with
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Joseph ben Solomon Taitasak to whom he imparted his visions, %
_ 14 ;
and under whom he studied the Cabbala in 1529, Rabbi Taitasak

]

.r

was considered one of the greatest Talmudical authorities of his
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time. He was alsp.a fervent adherent of the Cabala and he led
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an ascetic life. It is t0ld that with the exception of Sabbath
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nights, for forty years he never slept on a bed, but on a box
15
with his feet on the ground. It was natural for him, disposed
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to asceticism and mysticisﬁ, to become enthralled by the messi- |
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anlc vagaries of Molcho. !
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.In Adrianople, he converted to Cabbala the sober minded
Joseph Karo, who had left Spain when a boy and had engaged in
Talmudicel learning. Karo also had his dream:prompter (maggid)
who taught him mystical interpretations of Scriptural passages

16 :
and revealed the future. It was well known even before 1522,

that Joseph-Karo moved to Salonika. His Cabbalistic visions
A | 17

) (he wrote down and they were collected in plaeN 3’4y + Karo
A

too hoped to be burnt at the stake as a "burnt sacrifice of a

P L P P
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sweet savor unto the Loig", for Molcho inoculated his followers Eg
with a yearning for martyrdom. His cgptivating personality, Eg
his flowing emotion, romantic disposition, past career, and his ig
astonishing knowledge of the Cabbala, raised up a host of ad- %E
herents. He often preached. 0l1d men came to him with guestions _%

i

concerning Scriptural verses or the revelation of the future.
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At the request of ‘his friends in Salonika he published a brief

soldiers and it was treated as a hostile city by the Catholic

L
abstract of his Cabbalistic sermon, YICIDAD (320, in ;Iﬁ\
1529, the substaniz of which was: The advent of Messiah was at %é
hand; his réign will begin at the end of 1540. The sack aﬁd %é
havoc of Rome (May 15, 1527) confirmed thg Messianic hoépes of f;
Cabbalistic zealots. Rome was taken by storm by the German %%

Emperor Charles V. The destruction of Rome, according to Messi-
anic and apocalyptic principles had been predicted as a sign of -
the advent of the Messiah. Now Rome lay in ruins. 1In Asia,
Turkey, Hungary, Palestine, hopes of the coming of the Messiah
ﬁere‘stirring in Jewish hearts and were assoclated with the

name of Solomon Molcho who was to realize their hopes.
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In 1529, he reached Italy direct from Palestine. His pur-
pose was to fulfill the Messianic migsion with which he was in-

spired or credited. He was already well versed in Cabbalistic

teachings. Since he had been occupied in'Portugai with Cabbala,
he must have learnt them more thoroughly in Turkey. He aimed
to discuss the approaching redemption and the advent of the
llessiah with the Princes of Rome. He arrived with his followers
at Ancona towards the end of 1529 where he was perseéﬁtéd.by
certain men who were afraid that, as a result of his mad striv-
ings for martyrdom, evil consequences would ensue for the Jews
all over the world, or at least for the Marranos in Italy,
Portugal and Spa?g. .These men slandered him before the bishop (2/
and accused him of dwelling in lMohammedan territorizi. The ‘
bishop of Ancona discharged him as one of the Portugal Marranos
to wﬁom freedom of religious belief had been granted by the,
Pope and the Cardinals, but strictly forbade him to preach
against Christiani%?. Molcho'!s sermons, preached in the synagog,
attracted great throngs, including nobles and high church digni-
tarigg.

One day he became embroiled in an argument with a bishop
in the marketplace but was saved from dire consequences by the
Duke of Urbino, Francisco Maria della Ruverel, who tdok him to

24
Pesaro. He considered it to his advantage that Marranos should

settle in his small sta%g. But obeying the dictates of a vision
mg?’a%andoned his retinue at Pesaro and went on horseback to Rome,

8 five day journey. He lodged at an inn kept by a Christian,

to whom he gave.his horse and good raiment. According to J. Ha-

Cohen, he told him he had a sweéetheart whom he had loved fer
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for many years-but her parénts had hid her to prevent him from
seeing her. "It would be impossible to speek to herrunléss he

dressed himself like a stranger with the clothes of the poor
26 | '

who beg at the doors. ~ He donned a tattered suit, blackened his
face, wrapped dirty rags_about.his feet and took his place among

the hordes of beggars on the bridge over the Tiber, opposite the
Pope's palaces This equipment was in accordance with Messanic

traditions - that the Messiah would tarry among the lepers and
58 L
beggars of Rome to be summoned thence to triumph. For 30 con-

secutive days he led this sort of existence, waiting for pro-
29 | | |

phetic ecstacy.

Gl Ly

In this state of bodily tension and mental exaltation, he

fell asleep and dreamt that a devastating flood would inundate

il

Rome and a northern country, and his native land, Portugal would
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be visited by an earthéuake; that after the flood, two great

T wmsi
Sty

stars would be observed in sight of the people of Rome. .Cne

2 Tl
T

star would portend much weeping; the other star, ﬂhat Israsl

would be joyfig. Moreover, when he would reach the age of thirty éé
he would be elevated to a high position because of his voluntary fg
will to devote himself to death; that he would return to Rome E%
but would leave it.again before the flood occurred. Then the é%

Holy Spirit would rest on the Messianic King, and the dead would b
31 | ‘ :
rise from the dust. g
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The next morning he laid aside his'disguiée and went forth

to converse with a Jew (Feb. 1530).a3According to Vogelstein and ;%
N
Rieger, he asked a Jew, Menachem, for the Rabbl of the city. He 13

,!U'announced himself to Rabbl Jehuda; Sabbatai as the messengér of 4
.“"" “ . . 32 #
/- Solomon Molcho who remained in Pesaro, Greetz adds that he reported f

!
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Molcho's stay in Pesaro in order to avoid denunciation of his
apponenig. Desplte this, he was recognized and denounced to
the Inguisition as a seditious Marrano. It happened that he
had previously.informed the Pope.and several Cardinals concern-

ing the flcod. Pope Clemeht VII, who was sad and humiliated and
who had been compelled to crown his enemy, Charles V as Emperor,
was ready io listen to dreams and visions, and he extended kind-
ness to hfm. Both the Pope and the Cardinals regarded him with
favor. So, while the police were pursuing him, he escaped and
hastened to the Pope from whom he obtained a Pontificate pass-

port that made him immune from haiz. Furnished with this, he

returned to Rome and preached in a synagog, after the removel

~ of the Torah from the Al Memor. Every Saturday until Autumn he

‘Zﬁmmreached without any opposition. Although he inspired his
7). '

ﬂw( listeners yet he was unable to persuade his opponents to lend

[

L4 W"" ' ’
é{,their sympathy for and support to his mission. He spoke with
&

n
'é of Portugal through his ambassador, Bras Neto, the earthquake
' i

certainty concerning his visions and even anmnounced to the King

which threatened Lisben, so that precautionary measures might be
36 '
taken.

Meanwhile, David Beubeni remained apparently incognito in
his trips to various places in Italy - in Romagn\r4 Rome, Mantua,
then Venice. Molcho now received information for the first time
concerning Reubeni's arrival in Italy and he therewith betook
himself fo‘Venice. He met.Reubeni who had been compelled to

leave Portugal on account of the excessive enthusiasm which his
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visit had aroused among the Marranos. After his unsuccessful
attempt to win over the King of Portugal and Charles V to his

schemes, Reubeni had set cut for Venice_to attempt to influence

K

1 o 3.
. Rond
TENE

the president of the republic which had intimate feiations”with

e
/o

T T
ST

Pt
-

the East. It was November 1530. Reubeni appeared in Venice in

costly satins and was eecorted by five servants. He had de01ded

T

to spend the winter months in Venice and in the Spring to gc to

Charles V, to inform him of matters advantageous to the latter.

He lived outside the ghetto. He preached on redemption of the

Jews which brcughtforth traitorous hopes from these Jews and

37
they venerated him idolatrously like a Messiah., The Signory was
38
bTbonstralned to restrict his activities. They decided to utilize

i —
o the services of the famous John Battista Ramusio who was a writer

of travels and who was an expert of Oriental languages. Accord-
ing to Vogelstein and Rieger, the interesting feature about his
visit to Reubenl was that the latter had already completely for-

gotten his alleged mission and the order of his brother, King

Joseph, or rather had discerned his foolhardiness and his power
39 :
of attraction. He explained to the Venetian traveller that he

was inspired by God to return the Israelites to the Promised
40
Land and to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. He had undertaken

the trip to preach this to his coreligionists. He maintained "

that he was in intimate relation with angels and that he could
41
predict the future like a prophet. He related to Ramusio that

by his spiritual etrength and magnetism he had eucceeded in
Jor

( orcing Solomon Molcho into his services, and that Molcho was
AVAYS

hurrying by his command with important orders to the Orilent to
42 ,
the Sultan. Following Ramusio's report, the Republic hinted to
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| o | 43
Reubenl to leave as soon as possible.

Molcho met Reubeni in Venice. They regarded each.othler
coli}ly and with amazement, each expecting miracles from the
other. Bach waited for the other to acknowledge his sublime
mission. Molcho, in this second encounter with Reubeni, began
to feel somewhatldiaill'usioned. He had come to suspect that
Reubeni's ignorance of Rabbi'nic scholarship, Talmudic and Cab-
balistic learning, was only assumﬁg in order to give credibil-
ity to the pretense of being an envoy from one of the lost
ten tribes that still lived a life founded predominantly on

 Ern gl b S AL T APty ey

the Bible. | ——

T

\__’/‘-

Although Joseph HaCohen pictured him as being constantly
46 '

with Reubeni, like a servant before his master, nevertheless

Graetz maintained that Molcho began to have a proper view.of
47

Reubeni's charlantry; aiso Vogelstein and Rieger suggés‘oed that
llolcho began to doubt Reubeni's missigi.' Molcho even recanted
his declaration that he was Reubeni's emissary. "Before the
God of heaven and earth, I proclaim the truth, that my circum-
cision and the abandonment of my country were not counselled
by flesh and blood (Reubeni) but took placé at the express
command of th?l.“ It is posgible, however, that Molcho realized
t.hé.t he was beginning to be recognized because of his recent
achlevements, especially the verity of his visions as seen by
the punctual occurence of the flood of the Tiber which he had

predicted at Rome. He wished, therefore, to play a more prom-

inent role; hence his strange attitude towards Reubeni.
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At Venice both Molcho and Reubeni-were'céntinuallyvharassed
by the more temperate and sensible &ews‘who‘realized that by the
activities of these viéionaries, only danger would be their fate
and the fate of Judaism.,'But Molcho also received enthusiastic
support and encouragement, especially from a famous Jew, Elijah
lenachem Halfon, poet, Talmudist, and.physician; In fact, he was

e | .
one of the most fashionable medical practitioners in Venice. Now
Halfon had a professional rival, even more distinguished than
himself, Jacob Mantino, who used to attend most of the diplomatic
corps in Venice. -He_was also well versed in Hebrew literature,
philosophy; he translated many scientific works from Hebrew into
Latin. He enjoyed a veryhigh'reputation and was even befriended
by the highest dignitaries of the court of Pope Clement VII.  In
1528, he setiled in Venice where the special honor of exemption
from wearing the Jew's hat was tendered h?%. The rivalry between
these two physicians was intense, and. was carried on in every
sphere of their activiii. Molcho tried to pacify them but he
failed miserably since he was not the person who could influence
ifantino, a calﬁ and reflective spirit. Jacob Mantino became his
bitterest eﬁeiﬁ. He refused to e swept by the milleniary fever
that affected his contempdraries. He considered the fantasiés
of Ifolcho and his relations with the Pope as a danger for the
Jews in general, especially since he was a Marrano reconverted
to Judaism., Mantino had to render Justice, opposing the intrigues
of Ilfolcho. He was‘hot guided by a diabolical hatred without cause,
but by a sincere and serious motigg. Moreover, the intimate

friendship that was formed between Half%n and Molcho caused Man- A

tino to turn away from his colleague whom he hated because of his

54
intervention in favor of King Henry VIII. Mantino had no scruples
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about silencing the dangerous dreamer, Molcho. It was more then
likely that it was Mantino who prevented lolcho from publishlng

| 55
his Cabbalistio reveries whioh had to be sent to the Orient to be

printed. He acted prudently because he w1shed ‘to rescue his
ooreliglonlsts from the danger to whioh ‘the myetlodl Molcho exposed
them. Hating Rome, for thsre arose in his mind the spectaole of
the atrocities committed against ths Marranos, and swept by his
own success, Molcho might encounter little difficulty in recruit-
ing partisans for his false Messianic doctrines and in disseminat-
ing also 1n Italy the movement which he had already provoked in
the Orient. The terrible affliction which had reached Rome in the
later years, the massacres and famine, the captivity of the .Pope,
the profanation of the Church, the humiliation of the Catholics,
could be for the mystical spirits signs of the advent of the
Messiah. Molcho predicted moreover, the destruction of Rome by a
flood. All this intensified Mantinot's fear of Molcho's sweeping
mystical fantasies that might cause danger to the Jews 1n Itely

and elsewhere.

Molcho, according to Kaufmann, made a mistake in attributing

a sickness which he had caught in Venice to a temporary poisoning
56
and 1n accusing Mantino of oommittlng the deed. Whether or not

the accusation was justified, it 1s a faotthat Molcho was suddenly
57
stricken by a serious illness., Joseph HaCohen quotes Molcho as
- b8
saying: "by the hand of Jews they gave me .deadly poison."
. Meanwhile the flood of Rome took place, October 8, 1330, .and
hundreds of the inhabitants, in the city and in its vicinity, were

drowned. The phenomenal thing was the fact that with the exception
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of an old woman, the Jews escaped the consequences of the catas-
59
trophe. The flood extended also to the north to Flanders, which

event Molcho had gseen in his vision. In November of the same

‘ 60
year a brilliani comet appeared on the heavenily firmament and in

Portugal the earth shook three times and an earthquake destroyed a
number of houses in Lisbon (Jan. 26, 152%)
After the flood.of Rome and having recovered fromhis:illness,

lfolcho returned to Rome where he was honored as a prophet, since
his prophecy was verifizg He had several conferences with the
Pope and other high personeges. He even wes.domiciled in the Papal
palace. This was the time when the amhessedor from Portugal, Bras
Neto, received a mandate from his sovereign to try secretly to
procure a Bull from the Papal See introducing the Inzquisition
against the Marranos. The matter was brought before Cardinel Lor=-
enzo Pucci., But he and the Pope, both influenced by Molcho, vig-
orously opposed the proposal. ‘P ucci said to the Portuguese
ambassador: "The‘King of.Portugal, like the King of 8paln, 1s
more'attracted.by the Merranos"wealth than concerned about the
orthodoxy of their creed let him rather leave them free to live
according to their own law end Punish only those who, afteregol-
untarily embracing catholicism, relapse into the Jewish faith."
Bras Neto feared Molcho's influence with the Pope and he there-
fore concealed his perpetretions, lest the Marranos in Portugal
learn about his plans and send money to Molcho to bribe the Pope's

64
retainers to work against the establishment of the Inquisition.
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Chapter VI

Lattor Activities of Reubeni and Molcho

Until Their Death

At bhis time Molcho was persecuted by his fellow believers,
spoolally by his lenomy, Jacob Manting, who left .Venice for Rome
Lo parséoutoe him further. But Molcho found in Rome mighty pro-
Lbeotols among whom wus the Portuguese ambassador, Bras. Neto who

+

refuned 1o llatuen to Mantino'scomplaints. The latter finaelly

polplit thie ald of the Inquisig_cl:; before whom he accused Molcho (”/0‘;

P

of preaching against Christienity. He procured witnesses from

Portugnl who tostified that Molcho had lived as a Christien in

&

)
Portusal aud managed to have him cited before the congregation.
T
wWhen Moleho showed his passport fromthe Pope, the Inqulsit.or' tore /ng
T
it from hia hands and went to the Pope end told him how 1ndecent

TR

- «m4w,—u—-‘-«»—ﬂ«—1—;- Lt et -

Tt was that lle should protect a2 scoffer et Christianity. Pope
Clemenyt redlied that }olcho wes indispenszble to him, thet he
had & "gaoret with h‘:m". He reguested thet they do not molest b
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Mantindmow sozzht mors conelosive =vi
Mo TINElLy seoursd a letter of ke First vision which liolcao nad
\fit ten fram ft.son'a-st%r 1o Joszph Teitesek, which revezled nis pzei
1ife and his sodsegusnt return to Jnieism. He immedisisly trens-
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telel 31 iMto Ie387nm osnd 1s8d i1 before the itribonsl. Ii conteined
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AErosntdIY statement: sreinst Rome enfl Thristianity andé boih ine
-’Inc-u"isit.or snt Pope Slom ware Iorest o Lake aciion. 2Molsho
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"Stay with ge here, lest the men who seek thy ‘1ife should lay
hold on thee." The Inquisition selzed another man, a condemned
criminel similarly dressed, who was barnt in his stead. The
Inquisitor Judges, who informed the Pope of the act, were not a
little surprised and terrified.when they saw Molcho suddenly.
eppeaf from the Papal Chamberg. The tfibunal‘wes'fofced to de-

7
mounce the burnt man as the blasphemer.

~In the meantime'ss he had prophecied, Portugal was visited .

by an earthquake (Jan. 26, 1531) and the amounced advent of
the comets (Aug., Sept., 1531). Despite the Papal protection,

liolcho was surrounded on all sides by foes. HoweVer, the Jewish
community of Rome sided with him and verified his depictions in

Rome. He went before the Pope who honorably discharged him., 1In

the middle of the night, February or March, 1531, he left the

clty on horseback, escorted by the POpe's'servants.

After his departure from Rome and the death of Cardinal
Lorenzo Puccl (Aug. 1531) & hostile feeling towards Marrenos

sprang up. The adversaries of the Marranos had succeeded in

gaining a majority in the curi¥, and they enacted the Bull of the

8

Pope, Dec., 17, 1531, as an introduction to the Inquisition. The

Inquisition was esteblished in Portugal with Diogo de 8ilva at
its head. Tribunals were set up at Lisbon, Evora, Coimbra.

.Clement later regretted that he had issued the Bull, realizing
full well that the Inquisition had been instituted in Portugal

only because Spain and his enemy the Emperor Charles V had

desired it, since it would place Portugal in a dependent situa-
s

tion. Clement had to refuse the several appeals made to him on
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behalf of the persecuted Marranos.

In northern Italy, Molcho net'Reubeni-ana both conceived

I T W 4 Al A T R Iy eV e Vol I T R A B Tl i TPt

2o

I T T U AT ST e

the audacious scheme of going to the Emperor Charles V at Ratis-

s

bon where the latter was to meet a Diet of the Empire. With

.

that, the fate of both was sealed. Where Reubeni tarried during
10
liolcho's trip is unknown, Bearing a banner, inscribed with the

R T

Maccabean Motto: Machbi (initials of "Who is like unto Thee
11
a among the mighty;o Lord%"), they traveled from Bologna by way of

AT

,ﬂ Ferrara and Mantua to Ratisbon. According to some reports, é
Reubeni was supposed to have requested the Emperor to urge the g
Jews 1o wage war against the Turig, h%
[1IM] 1€ IHIe? Wo’\a 0y f - .|ﬂSUn ARTe R e ;? 'ﬁ'

Nend 360 annbel a3l pranat 07 .
and according to others, he was supposed to have conversed with f%
Charles on religious mattaig. Graetz points out that the,truth ;%
may well have been not to lead the Jews in common but the '%g
llarranos in Spain and Portugal. The plan was by'no means so g?
adventureus. This was a: sensible modification of Reubeni's %ﬁ
plan to demand from the Christian princes cannon and-other éi
weaponi. Joseph Joselmann of Rosheim, the great advocate %é
"shtadlan" of the German Jews during the reigh of Emperors Max- ?&
imilian I and Charles V, a man who was often called upon to %%
defend his,co-religionists‘from'oppressiﬁg,.happened to have f%
been at the Diet at Ratisbon where he had met Molcho. Tﬁe lat- g
ter had intended to speak to the Emperor, but did not speak to ;

him, Joselmann wrote to him not to have audience with the Emperor
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but his warning was of no avail. . , S
/a )o?ﬂ el vl ccf?‘n'i)J”r 140 F s then o
: | RN Y ST

In order not to be suspected of connivance with Molcho and Reu-

beni, the sensible Joselmann immediately left the city.
17

yopn awsel sefe 13 ) 1128 ['é“) D RN ‘J).P_tro_l
WY l:(? AMIP NN D1V fn1e'3!
a

At any rate, Charles V. consfdered them both dangerous for
he feared they might arouse the Jews to revolt against'Christién-
dom,and put them in chéins. When he saw that the Turks had left -

and there was relief, he returned to Italy. His captives were

18
led, fettered by chains, to Mantua where Charles had his second

conference with the Pope (Dec.,1532). The banner was left at
Ratisbon. Molcho became a defgnseleés prey of the Inquisition.
Be;ause of his apostasy to Christianity, a tribunal condemned
him to death at the stake. They led him to the place of execu-
tion with a bridle in his jawbones, for his eloquence was so
powerful and persuasive that the Emperor and tribunal feared its
effect on the crowd. They had already gagged him with the vice’

when a royal messenger came and asked him to recant and return

. 19
to Christianity; if so, he would be pardoned. Molcho replied

that he had longed to dié'as a martyr, ta burnt sacrifice of a _
sweet savor to the Lord", that he had repented of only one thing -
that he had been a Christian in his youth. Molcho remained
steadfast and suffered buring.to death.l Joseph Josselmann stated
that he was burnt in Bologne where he was originaliy 19d away

by Charles V. | 21

| ! ! 'rh‘)l
33 avey .pen eip 1Y ?‘JG’J ded €. L€ vl v ‘“ |

2
Another contention was that he died at Mantua.
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Reubeni, however, was led away by the Emperor, through
Milan end Genoa to Spain where he was turned over to the Inqui-
sition in Lerona and apparently ends his . life on a stake in

23 - _ ‘ 24
Evora. Joseph HaCohen thought he died in a dungeon.

With Holcho's death, the faith in him was not yet disturbed.
A men swore that Molcho, after his death by flames, had stayed
25
with him a week, and others believed in him. From a work of the

Cabbalist, Joseph D'Ailii/ﬂe see how much hope the Cabbalists

— —

had in him and that they linked up their Messianic hopes with
, 26

Luther's Reformation.

¥

According to Kaufmann, the deaths of the Messiahs, Molcho
: 27
and Reubeni, have always remained obscure. There is no certainty

as to the place of Molcho's execution. Conjectures, as we have

already pointed out, are either Mantua or Bolognf: As for Reubeni, 625*55

we have admitted hitherto that Charles V. carried him away to
Spain in April 1533, and cast him in a dungeon of the In quisition

where he was kept until his death. But, asks Kaufmann, how can

‘we reconcile that date with the fact that Reubeni had operated to

the end of 1535 in northern Italy and that prudent people ha
28 ' _
taken steps to halt his agitations? It was Abraham Joseph Salomon

29

Graziano, Rabbi of Modena, who had preserved for us this informa-

tion end had made known to us a personality who, in the struggle

against Reubeni, must have played the same role as Jacob Mantino

against IMolcho,

It is possible that the mandate of arrest was pressed against

liolcho only, for Reubeni, as ambassador of the ten tribes, was
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surrounded with'glory even by Christians, Pope Clement VII, and

_ 30
Charles V. In truth, nothing justified his arrest. Molcho,

L arnreheg
Peyiictraitdd

PP it e e o T P * s el P bt i, el . A

=
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liowever, who was formerly called Diogo Pires, a Christian, and

. JP L Y

. r . | | 5 -
a Marrano had meited death for having abjured Christianity.

After the laws of the Inquisition, he was bound to mount the

pyre. The martyrdom of Molcho was an aftermath to the glory of

- -~ Sy y v 5
ST e s e 2 e T A e S A e e b e e

Reubeni. The latter exploited the excitement of the Jews of &%
31 | i
Italy. E%;
Formerly, men like Danlel and Jechiel of Pisa had proclaimed :@Q

his superiority, but, at present, allvere at his feet. In fact, ;%
the Rabbis of Italy cohferred on him the title of Rabgf. They. ég;
i

accorded him honor and unusual.hospitality. The commnities gﬁ
rivalled each other to contribute to his maintenance. Bologna gé:
gave him 400 ducagg. Azriel Dayieiﬁ gsaw with fear the evil that E%g
i

resulted from the instigations of Reubeni. He understood, as -
had Jacob Mantino five years before, the danger that menaced the
Jews of Italy. But he vainly tried to bar the way for Reubeni.
It required a public proceeding to unmask and punish him.. The _;i

Rabbl of Bologna, Abraham b. Mose Cohen, supportéd Daylena in

his conflict against Reubeni.. The former took away from Reubeni i
35 . g

the title of Rabbi. | g
It 1s strange that Joseph HaCohen, the son-in-law of the 3

seme Abraham of Bolognﬁ, who, in 1535 between the strife against Zﬂ
ﬁg

Reubeni didn't know anything concerning these occurrences, was




3.

at the point of speasking of ﬁhé éimultaneous arrest of Molcho.
_ 26 .

end Reubeni. In any case, if Reubeni was really killed in a

Spenish prison, it would be necessafy to admit that his arrest

, - _ . - 37
occured not in Ratisbon in 1532, but in Italy in 1536.
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Chapter VII

An Evaluation

Historical science has shed its glowing light upon the

shadowy figures of.David Reubeni and Solomon Molcho. Yet there

remain diverse interpfétations and even contradiétéry eVélua—
tions of the accounts of these personalities. Certain histor-
ians have been suspicioﬁé'bf these‘accbunﬁé. Basnage, for |
example, regarded the very existence of Reubeni as a myth which
had gradually grown up out of the Messianic aspirations of an
imaginatife and credulous grqu;. Even the Jewish.historian Jqsf
devoted only a few lines to these two figures who so profoundly

stirred up the Jewish masses of Italy, Spain, the Orient and

even Poland. Jost himself must have doubted the authenticity of

the sources.

Graetz's temperament in his evaluation of Reubeni was
sceptical. Utilizing the voluminous diary as his basis - its
Hebrew style and the apriori iﬁp:robability of the story -
Graetz condemns Reubeni as an adventurer and imposter made in
Germani;

Neubauer in 1895 even affirms with "certainty" that the
Hebrew style of Reubeni's diary is that of a German Jew who was
& native of Egypt and who was familiar with the Arabic language
(See page 3). |

Vogelstein and Rieger in their Geschichte der Juden in

Rom. call him an Arabian imposter, largely on account of hisg

jL
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ignorance of Aby.ssinia which was manifested when he was confront-

ed with an envoy from the real king of Abyssin;l.a.

e, however, are inclined to be more sympathetic with the
claims of Reubeni and I;d'olého. while Réubéhi may have exagg‘erated.
the number of JewishwarriOrs inM' (Se6 note 3 of Chapter I)
there is authentic evidence that Jewish tribes did exist in

Arzbia as late as the sixteenth century. (See note 20, Chapter I).

Graetz was unable to deny the existence of a man calling
himsélf David Heu'beni for he had access to a manuscr.'ipf in the
Bodleiy Library purporting to be the dlary of Reubenits travels
during the perlod 1522-1525. Graetz also had as his sources the

accounts of Jewlsh contemporariese~ Farisgsol's D J Z;:' A8 2/C

and R. Joseph. Joshua HaCohen's pIpy 'y27 and A2 R Lyu#.
' ' T

He also knew of varlous valuable notations of _Chfist.ian cont emp~-
oraries (referred to in pr.evious pages); and also di‘scovered‘ |
external authority for the episodes during the périod 1528-153%.
We, too, are sceptical of the supposed veraclity of many of
Reubeni's statements and also of the vidon of Molcho, but we are
compelled to acknowledge the great influence these two personal-
ities exerted over Europe and the QOrient. Even Graetz admits
that, owing to Reubeni's favor at Court and in the Vatican, there

was comparative immunity from persecution of the Jews of Portugal

and delay.in the establishment of the Portuguese Inquisition.

Farissol, a contemporary, verified the statements in the

diary to the effect that Reubeni was honored by the Pope, his
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cqrdinals,-and the King'of Porfugal, in a manner befitting an
ambassador of a Jewlsh Kingdom. ' As a matter of fact, Farissol
repoated that Reubenl furnished credentials from Portuguese |
officials in Africa establishing his position..'We quote in
part: "And the King of Portugal wrote to the Pope that the
Jew (Reubeni) was.bona fide; and he dwelt in Rome eight months
until tﬁe arrival of the Kiﬁg's answer in regard to his creden-
tials and missiog". |
Reubeni's influence could not have been entirely unwar-
ranted or ungrounded. His claims tq the ambassadorship of a
Jewish tribe in Arabia might have been false but the existence
of Jewish tribes appeared plausible to his listeners. Isn't
this latter fact significant? The gracious reception tendered
Reubeni by none other than Pope Clement VII and King Joao III
of Portugal indicated that Reubeni's credentials were trustworthy.
This is strengthehed Ey the fact that the credibility of his
statement was vouched for by letters of Venetian and Portuguese

merchants whom Levantine trade had mede famillar with conditions

in the Orient. Doubtless, the Pbpe or his skilled diplomats
did not neglect to verify the documents before they gave assist-

ance and counsel to Reubeni,

Both Reubeni and Molcho might have been moved by the
plight of their co-religlonists to seek the aid of the western

powers in their attempt to wrest Palestine from the Turkish

yoke.

o
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. Reubeni, having traveled through the_Orient, particularly.

through Chebor, decided that a great Jewish army recrulted from -

the ranks of the -East and West and reinforced by Christian
power, could drive out the Turks and restore Palestine to the
homeless Jews., Farissol emphasizes this purpose - that Reubeni
wished to unite all the Jews to conguer and inhabit Palestine.
(See Page 30 Note 27). Reubeni himself outlined his pfoéram -
which was zlonistic in nature - to capture the-Holy Land and to

gather together all of the deﬁ@' 'n3) to Jerusalem. (See

Page 45 Note 23).

It is significant_to note that the original purpose of

Reubenl - to demand from the Christian princes weapons‘and

expert cannoneers to be sent to Chebor - was modified when he
bqﬁ and lMolcho appeared before Charles V. at Regensberg. Here he
fif Dpleaded with the Emperor to liberate the persecuted Marranos
&*qin Spain and Portugal and to permit him to lemd them to the
,1ﬂ}East where they might Join the other Jews against the Turks,
(See Page b{ Chapter 6).
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This request is analogous to that of Theodore Herzl in the
early Twentieth century who sought from the authorities in

i En§landngfffission t0 create a homeland in Palestine esp sIl&

‘' for the oppressed Jews in Russia'and other-European countries.

'Tig true that Reubeni and Molcho employed a fantastic teohnique

but it seems that their position was somewhat exaggerated and

disoolored by the excess1ve ebullition of the persecuted Marran-

08 who were obsessed with Messianic hopes. It was.they who
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We can appreeiate the viewpoints of the various historians

who calllReubeni and Molcho visioharies and adventurers but,
unlike them, we are more concerned with the ulterior. purpose
than with the technique. Both men must have based their efforts
in the consciousness of a real and definite power ; the Jewlsh

army of Cheber. Thejr ultimate goal was a homeland in Palestine

for the scattered Jews and Marranos. This dream was not merely
fantastic and chimerical, not a mere gesture of impotent dgs-
pair, but a definite and serious attempt to revivify and trans-

form the life of the Golus Jew.

Reubeni would not escape the searchlight of psychiatry.
He would be accused of megalomania because of his grand schemes.

A mere Jew, a member of a downtrodden race - buffeted and

oppressed, ostracized and persecuted - suddenly ascends to startl-
ing heights and.captivates the minds of the greatest Christian
powers including the Pope, with his grand program of wresting
Palestine from the Turks with a great Israelitish armyrecruitegd
from the ranks of Europe and the Orient! He eppeare& not as a-
llessiah or prophet, but as a military genius! (See page 45).
Undoubtedly he was a shrewd and perspicacious personality who,

in order to gain his ends, resorted to fantastic means. In the

kU Orient he disguised himself as a dervish; (See Page 10) in the
)
5J European countries, as an ambagg;;;;\Bf-a'ﬁewish tribe in Chebor

(See Page 24). His forceful and attractive personality seemed

1 A . .
Jh l‘}‘} F,
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to have dominated Pope Clement VIi‘gnd King Joao III of*Portugal

=y Ty T —— p————

who accorded him great honor. gg’the'Jeﬁé“and Marranos he was
regarded es the Messiah although Reiibeni frowned'at and discouf-

aged this attitude.

The diary which is the basis of the accounts of his activ-
N ities during the period of 1522-25 is someﬁhat“exaggeraﬁgg_and
v untrustworthy, yet it can be considered Qf historical significance.
i sskcbdbe L LA
There is much information, for instancs, concerning(LQgﬂggﬂf_jﬁL
H#jgguggagigefgg;i and the Marranos in Portugal. As for Reubeni,
himself, the dlary brings out in clear relief his personality.
e see him as an ingenious character, the master of any situation,
suave, enchanting, versatile. Even Farissol reported that Reu-

Qéx(beni used to conduct himself before the pope and prominent Christ-

. | 6
ians in a manner befitting an ambassador of a Jewish Kingdom.

fhen he mingled with the Jews he conducted himself in a
manner befltting a respectable and religious Jew. In Rome he

attended the synagog and delivered a blessing and earned the high-

est regard of his coreligionists. (See Pp. 27-28).

Both Reubeni and Molcho were unusual personalities. Their
failure to achieve their goals was due to the fact that they
overstepped their bdunés, They knew not the meaning of proprie-
tpy; they resorted to exaggeration and sometimes.falsehoods to
~convince the authorities and high personages of the efficacy and
soundness of their plans. From a pragmatic viewpoint, the ends
seem to have justified the means. Withal, after cleaning away

the debris of their vices, we gre:ineclined to appreise both

f/"\//‘\\————/\___
( : '
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Reubeni and Molcho as sincere prophets of a great movement which

finds its counterpart in modern Zionism.
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- Notes - Chapter 1.

l. The diary is according to a manuscript in the Bodlein Library,
wvhich is incomplete. This MS. came to the library among the
Micheel MSS. in 1848, being then numbered 560. This has been
missing since 1867, and the text that we used is printed from a
facsimile made by the Reve J. Cohen, and which replaces the
lost original. Mre. Cohen also made & copy of it in German cur= ,
sive character., This was bought for the library of the Rabbinical
8chool of Breslau and from it Dr. Edward Biberfeld published a
part (to Selah). ( Preface of Medieval Jewish Chronicles ind
Chronologlcal Notess edited by Adolph Neubauer, Oxford,;l895. vel . 2.

yeges xil, xiii.
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2« Adler, Elkan: Jewish Quarterly Review; Vol. 15; page 418,

MR

/A
»{,‘,‘3. Benjamin of Tudela gives its number for his time- gpd.of 12th '
centurye according to a report, as only 50,000. (The

The Itinerary
v of Benjamin of Tudela; edited by Asher,A.,London and Berlin, 18403
w7 Vole 1y Dage 72, ' '

£

i

3.2

Biberfeld also believes that 30 myriad is a gross exaggeration.
%x He thinks that Reubeni in his diary wes not very truthful.

Notes of Edward Biberfeld, page 13. Der Reisebericht des David
[uif, Reubeni, Berlin, 1892, | -

4., Abraham ben Nordecai Ferrusol wes born in 1851. After 1468, he
" came to Italy end later went to Ferrara. He was a scribe; a very
(/\, sengible man who was accurate with his knowledge. A translator.
I He was interested in geographye In 1524 he wrote

N

a Tract Concerning the Paths of the World in which ofde ¢ aﬁ ‘er

,_,,rzj"ais devoted primarily to the travels of Reubeni.
T s, Jeremiah, Ch, 35 designates the Rechabites as descendants of
«yy.¢Jonedab ben Rechabe Benjamin of Tudela describes them as

{‘: [¢ R D ’ﬂ,”c 1,¢ £'|&)":le E'!lﬂ'il e Re Obadiah of Bert-
AU inors speaks of JYewish tribes in Arabia as descendants of Reche
B abites (quoted from Neubauer, Je Qs Re 0.8 Vol. 13 pe 196.)
1 T, Moreover, Neubauer (TeQeRe VOle 1; 0eBs pe24) said that the Jews
S\? " of Chebar even pretended to be descendants of Rechabites. Adler
g‘hr.‘*'-'-? (Itinerary of Benjamin of Tudela, ed. A. Asher, london, Berlin,
Y ' 18405 28 49, believes that the whole "misconception" has arisen
- ""‘ﬁ from the faulty text of one of the manuscripts, and of all the

, L.r _printed editions which in the above quoted passage read 227
l \Ei‘ instead of the correct _)p 'Y offered by other manuscriptse.

e According to Adler, the passage is to be reads__P'ig) ;[',\ P'312'9
ol S0 ol 1> «(Al1 this has been taken from an article by
L\;’\J[I'\X IFriedlan ex, in Jo Q,o Re Vol. 1 (1910-11) pages 252-2530)

6+ An excerpt of the 14th chapter of Ferussol's_ gﬂx AIDYIC
found in Abraham Cahana's 'frereld gef )6
Vol. 2; page 55. Warsaw, 1 .

7+ Excerpt of 24th chapter of Ferussol's gh¥ alh1rit , quoted.by
Neubauer in J. Qe Re V0le 15 0eB8e pe4l0,
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Notes - Chapter I

8+ Kaufmann,D.s J‘éwish Quarterly Review, V.'{, ©@¢8e Do 503.:?
L 9, Kaufmann,D.: Jewish Quarterly Review. Vof, 0.8. p. 504.

i 10, Prxester John was supposed to be a medieval Christian monarch
| of Asia who combined the character of priest and king. The idea
was universal in Europe from about the middle of the 12th to
the end of the 13th centurjyes. The Asiatic story was forgotten
but the name remained, and Priester John was now assigned a
place in Ethiopia. It is possible that from early times the
title referred to the Abyssinian king. A letter (1165) was
circulated purporting to be addressed by Priester John to Emp-
eror Emanuel. It dealt with the wonders of his kingdom and also
his desire to wrest the Holy land from the infidels. He was
supposed to have 72 kings over 72 kingdoms as his tributaries,
In 1221, rumor had it that a great Christian conqueror was sweep=-
ing away the power of the Moslems; some celled him the grandson
or son of Presbyter John. But, in truth, the conqueror was none
other than the famous Jenghis Khan. It is highly probable that
he was the king of Abyssinia, to whom Pope Alexander III sent a
a letter from Vienaa in 1177, It must have been a real king
wvho wished to be reconciled with the Catholic Church and to be
assigned a church at Rome and an altar at Jerusalem. ¥e learn
from Marco Polo that about a century after the time of Pope
Alexander's letter that a king of Abyssinia sent a mission to
Jerusalem to make offerings at the Church of the Sepulche. It
is also possible that the members of the "Christian family" who
were in possession of the throne of northern Abyssinia wanted
to strengthen themselves by a union with European Christendom.
From the l4th century and onwards, Abyssinia was assigned as
Presbyter John's dominion. When in 1481-95, King John II of
Portugal was making inquiries regarding access to Indie his
first move was to communicate with "Prester John of the Indies."
( Encyclopedia Brittanica, Vol. 18. ppe 459-460, ) o -

11, Neubauer, Adolf. 3’ Ji X?? s Vol., IV. p. 19. Berlin, 1888,
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23« Vogelstein & R&bger: Ges¥hichte der Juden in Rom. 2:‘41. Berlin,1895.

28a. There is a reference of Chebar in Book of Kings II§ 17: 6 183 11-

The Xing of Assyrie, Shalmanaz.er. took Samaria in the ninth

year of Hoshea, and carr Israel away into Assyria, and placed
a/ [ them in Halah, and in ChF Rr, and in the cities off ¥edes.

According to Benjamin of Tudela, the Jews of Chebdr were mem-
bers of the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and one=-half of the tribve of
Manasseh, who were led away captives by Shalmanesser, King of
Assyria, and who repaieed into these mountainous regions, where
they erected, among others, the aforementioned city. They carried
on war with many kingdoms and were not easily reached because of their

location, which required a march of 18 days thru uninhabited

deserts which mekes them difficult of access. Cheber, then, is

& large city, populated by 50,000 which includes many learned

scholars. (Itinerary of¥Benj. of Tudelajtr.and ed. by Ae. Asher,
Vols 1e Do 115. London, 1840-41,
24.‘ Kuseh or Tithiopia, in the narrow Biblical serise, included
Egypt, covered portion of the Nile-territory and the strips of
b4 | land situated between the Nile and the Red Sea, as Nubia with

113 a portion of Senaar and Cordova and Abyssinde. (Bibverfeld,E.
i Der Reisebericht des David Reubeni Note 9. Berlin. 1892.
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26+ A place such as this or any name of a similar sort cannot be
located. Graetz seems to recognize Lamula in Nubia in the sect-
ion of the fifth Nile Cataracte This is unjustifiable, since
the other places here specified point to quite another direction.

Zunz erroneously took [tiew On ‘AYoy to Dbe the name of the
place . (Biverfeld.E. Reigebericht des D.R. Note 14)
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But this contradicts not only the geographical location of the
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