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DIGE""i 

'here are Jews in prison 1n t he Uni ted States . This 

s~atement comes as news to many peopl e who would prefer to 

he 1imorant of Jewish c riminali t y . Yet , ther e are J e ws in 

prison , and t.hese J ews are c riminals . 'T'hey have been convicted 

of murder , armed robbery , assault , breakin; and enterin~, a:nd 

possession of her oin . 

I have examined the ide:ntt ty of t hese ,1ews in pri::on 

ty tr~at.in.-: t wo of 1t£ comp0nent nar ts: relia-ion and ,•alues . 

]hat kt nd of J'!ws are these peoplP? Are t.hey like us , or 

a rP 1 hev r adically di""erer~ from a J ewish persoec►ive? 

ihllt k1r.d or values do they hold , hein~ hoth Je ws and c r i~-

tnals? ~ha► ls 1t likP bein~ Jewi s h in orison? hese and 

orh ... - q1Iest 1or r a r"' aT1e wr-rr.d hv means o" my PP, r sonal obser

vat tona as 11 <'haplain of a r- a e pri son , and throun:h the 

ln~lustons of 1rarPcrlpts of SPven tare rPcorded in ervlews 

held w1lh .JPWl !.h Inmates of that prlson . 

A fiect 101, c .,. t his paper d1sc usses :;he meani11&" o" reli ~ion 

and valuer rrom a socio- psycholo~ical uoint of view. ~hile 

not di rectly applied to the ar.alyses or the ln:erviews , this 

sertioL s~poli es a ~r ame of refer~nce to which the r~li~ion 

arirl values of the Jewi sh prisoners may he contrasted and 

compared . 

•or the ,rewi.sn inmates of a sta te orison , Judai sm means 

/Pl}owshio and secur ity , At all times the social value of 

- i -



- ii -

Judaism is emphasized over its spiritual values . A Je w in 

prison can count on his fellow Jewish inmates for help in 

times of crisis: The Jewish community in prison is supportive 

and protective of its members . Jews in prison also reap 

benefit from the celebration of Jewish holidays . These are 

marked by distribution of Jewish foodstuffs and time out from 

prison routine . The Jews also participate in the urison-wide 

celebrations accompanyin~ the maJor Christian holidays . r here 

is no reciprocal arran~ement , and so the Jews , alone, hav~ the 

best of both . 

While the interviews deal mainly with the prisoners 

themselves, some of their most revealinf insi~hts are found 

in thei r perception of the outside Jewish commtmity
1
s a•titude 

towards Jews in prison . 1heir indictment is scathin~ and 

T'm afraid that we are n.iil ty . 

we care?" 

he question remaii,s, "Do 

':'he men who were intervlewed were all eap-er volu.."lteer s . 

They asked that thei r names and numhers be included desuite 

-he fact that they were offerred anony,nity . 'T'heir pat•tici-

pa·ion in this research ados to thel r identity . 



JEWS IN PRISON 



'l'hf!re are thr ee names by which a man i~ called: 
One is that which hls mother and fa the r call him , 
one which his f r iends call him, and one which he 
will hui ld ror himself . The best of them is t hat 
which he builds for himself . 

it en~uma 1/aya.khel 

what kind of a name does a Jewish inmate of a sta te 

~rison build ror himself? How does he relate to Judaism and 

his fellow Jews'? P.y means of seven tape recorded inter views 

I have attempted to secure the answers to these and o ► her 

~elated auestions . 

I n 1970 , I was a~slvned to the ouloi t of Temole ~eth 

Israel in Jackson, ~lchl ,:-an . Part or th~ rtut1e~ of the 

ra~~i or this con~r e~atlon is to he the Jewish Chanlaln a 

the S ate Penitentiar y or Southern Y1ch1pan (S . P. S. M. ). In 

revious years the Jackso te~ple had been served by an 

ordained rabbi , ther efor e , I was the first student to serve 

thP JewiAh tnma P S or S.P . ~. ~ • . ~Y for~al du 1es at he 

~rison w~re ~onduc 1ny ser vices and servinF the spiritual 

r.ei>ds of the ,Tew1sh prisoners . J was well received by both 

rhe or ison admin1strat1or. and my new conF""rer-ants , who did 

everyth1nr they could to make m~ feel comfortable and , I 

sunoosP., SP('Ure on m:v first. visit . There ls no queRUon that 

lhP men could have taken P"reat advanta~e of me while I was 

ad,\uF ~inr.- •.o the world of t.he prison . Yet , none did, and I 

musr say that I hope that I helped thPm as much as they 

. P. 5 ,M. is the lar~est maximum security prison in the 
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world, al thou~h it holds only f ive thousand inmates . Of 

he r1ve thou~and inmates , t wenty - five were classified as 

,lewish . Let us be~ln by explor1n~ the term "classified• . 

when a man enter s a maximUJ11 secur ity facility in the sta te 

of ~1cht~an , whether for the fi rst time , as~ recidivtst , or 

as a t r ansfer ee , he is placed in what is called • Reception• . 

He is , in effect, isolated f r om the pr ison population at 

1 ar;e for a period or tn1rty days . Duriru- this fi r st month 

ne under~oes a rile de passage- -he ceases to be an individual 

and becomes an inmate . 'rhis is known as a strippin~ pr ocess . 

~he str ippinp processes throuvh which !!!.Q..!:..!.1-
fication of the self occurs are fai r ly standard in 
our tota11nstitutlons . Per sonal identity equip
ment 1s removed , a s well as other possess1ons wi h 
whi ch the inmate may have identified himself , 
ther e typically be1n~ a system of nonaccess1bl e 
~tor a~e from which the inmate can only reobtaln his 
erfer.ts should he leave the institution . As a 
~ubst1tu·e ror what has been taken a way , insti
tutional issue is provided , but this will be the 
same for larpe ca te~ories or inmates and will be 
re~ularly repossessed by the institution . In 
hrief, s~a~dard1~ed defacement w1)1 occur . In 
add1~10~, e~o- invested seoarateness from fellow 
inmates is siF:ni ficantly diminished 1n many areas 
of act 1 v •• ., , and tasks are prescr1 bed that a re 
1n~ra dif!itatem . Family , occupational , and educa 
tional career lines are chopped off , and a Sti2rna
•izPd status iG submitten . Sources of fantasy 
materials whi ch had mean1 momentary releases from 
str ess in the home world are denied . Areas of 
autonomous decision are eliminated throu~h the 
process of collective scheduling of daily activity . 
~any channels or communication wi th the outside 
are r estricted or closed off completely . Verbal 
discreditinJ"'S occur in many forms as a matter of 
cour se . Expressive s1~s of respect for the staff 
are coer cively ann continuously demanded . And t he 
e rfect of each or these condit ions is mul tipl ied 
by havin~ to w1fness the mor tification or one ' s 
!'ell ow inmates . 

J• j a oeriod of enforced idleness . As he considers his 
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Pos1.tion , the only diverslon"S allowed are t alkin1< wt.th o t her 

Prisoners in 'Recept1.on• and readin£ a Bible , which i s pro

vided by the prison . As he lear ns the prison rules and 

repulations he discover s t he1t he has to make an important 

decision: Is he r eligious? Durinp thes~ first t hirty days 

a man must decide if he wan1,s t o be affiliated with a fo rmal 

reliF"ious p:roup while in prtson. If he chooses not to affil

iate at t he outset he may m:>t do so later . Furthermore, a 

man may nor- convert to another r elip-ion while in prison . 

His choice or reli~ious identification ifi limited . rher e a r e 

three chapels in the Chapel Build1.n£: Catholic , Protestant , 

and Jewish . 1'hese are the officially recornized relip:ions . 

(WhHe there is a Black l";usl1m fellowship at S. P. S. 1-. . it has 

no minister and !,,; therefo1·e not off1c1ally recognized . ) 

If a man choo~es o h•"' ::athollc or Protestant he is 

Quickly added to th8t r-roup •s roster, and once in t he yard 

and out. o!' isolar:ion he mar b"'Fin attendin,z- services . But , 

a man who ~eeY.s a Jewish classification must be passed by 

the Jewish 'ain . Ther e are thr ee reasons for thls: 

1. It has "alwayc • been clone thi~ way . Prison "rad.itions 

are both unt-raceable and hip:hly r esistant to chanp-e ; 2 . The 

Jewish inmate populat1.on is very protective and cliquish . 

Outsiders a"ld newcomers are v1ewed w1th suspicion ; 3. The 

custodial staff , from the warden to the 1nd1vidual iruard 

is , by in larrP. , ant1 - Semlt1~ , and oftentimes over tly so . 

J ews in or1 son posse,ss some t.hinps that most other pri

son~!'"s ~i nno•. One is identity , and the other is special 
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privileges . Alt hough the Jewish inmates may disagree , the 

Jewis h inmate community is ver y introverted a.~d protective . 

No Jew in S. P. S. M. ever "goes without ". The men share what 

little they have freely and usually wi thout being asked . 

On Saturday _mornings , after services , they all ga t her , packed 

shoulder to shoulder in the rabbi ' s office and share coffee 

and conversat ion . A parallel to the shtetl i s strikin~ : 

On Shabbat every Jew is a prince . He assumes an identi ty 

and an individualism denied every other inmate . He has a 

closer relationship with his cler gyman and with his co- re 

ligionist than does his Christia~ neighbor . While hi s 

Christian neighbor has a day of r est on Su.~day, the Jewish 

inmat e has t ime off for both Sabbaths , while celebr ating only 

one . The Jewish pr isoner is r eleased f r om work for bot h 

Christian and Jewish holidays, and most of all , he has 

Passover . 

At Passover t1rne , t he Jewish ~nmate ?ow1dat1on , a 

private group organized by the later.ax Stern of Southfield, 

Michigan , delivers , prepares , and serves a Seder to the J ews 

of S. P. S. M . • Moreover , once a~ain owing to prison traditio~ , 

each Jewish inmate may have t wo male relatives come into 

the prison dining hall to celebrate t he Passover wi th him . 

This is a n unheard- of nrivile~e in a prison where visi t ors 

mus t sit across a table f r om the inmates in the Visi tor's 

Room . 

In addit ion to the Passover Seder, t he Jewi sh Inmate 

Foundation provides t wo food oacka~es to each prisoner , one 
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ar Chanukah and one durin~ Passover . The packa~es consist 

or sixty-five oounds of Jewish roods (salamis , lox, bagels , 

mahtzot , pickles , etc.) , and fresh f r uits . The prison admin

istration does not like t his custom , but because it 1s •tra

ditional' there 1s nothinp it can do about the situation. 

An additional factor which upsets the prison author ities 

is the Jewish Inmate Foundation itself . All that is known 

about. this or~anization is that it was founded by the 

arorementioned Max Stern, who before his death was the owner 

of Ra lel;-h House Cateri~ of Southfield . '1'he predominent 

~umor is that oriranized c r ime in Detroit is the money behind 

►he Jewish Inmate Foundation . I personally can a ttest to 

•he fact that some of the packa~s wind up in the possession 

of alle~ed rafiosi who r eside in S . P. S. M • • There appears to 

be an inrormal alliance between s ome of the Jewish inmates 

and these alle£ed Mafiosi . For e xample , my clerk made sure 

that I was i nt r oduced to certain individuals when I visited 

·he cell blocks , These men were presented as friends , but 

seemed to command a certain respect rrom the Jewish inmates . 

~hei r Italian- soundinr names led me to question the Jewish 

1nma es as to whether these men were , in fact , r.afla- re lated . 

This was vehemently denied-- as was the existence of any such 

or £an1zat1on . Ye t , t wo unassailable facts r emain: 1 . At 

least t hree of t hese men have been identified as r.afiosi 

by both Detroit newspapers , and 2 . Prisoners who have 

assaulted Jewish inmates have been beaten up by person or 

per sons Ul''l.known. None or th~ J ewish inmates has taken credit 
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for be1n~ the aven~er . I also have reason t o believe that 

rarn111es of ,Jewish inmates act as ~o- bet weens tn t ransm1.tt1np

messllf:es ror t he allered l"afios1 . I must conclude t hat for 

reasons of self- interest, t he Jewish community of S. P. S . M. 

maintains a tie- in to the ~afla . The only evid~nce of this 

found in t he interviews i s fiemy Gamble's referEmce t o 

•~eyer• a.nd his remarks about one of his fat her· •s business 

associa tes . {I t is to be understood t hat for aie to have 

pursued such matters whi l e 1.n the pr ison mi F"ht have been 

unwi se . ) The only actual experience I had with a l"'afia

associated individual was when one offered t o loan me money . 

r .raciously declined his offer . 

•'hen I approached then- Warden Perry Johnsc,n concerninir 

• h1s thes l s , he (lU1ckly F"ranted permission , as~;inl!' only thAt 

r suPply him with wri tten credentials from t he Collep-:e . A 

letter , stat1n~ that I was a student at Hebrew Union Collel!'e 

writlni:r a thesis on J ewish inmates , was sent. tc, r.r. Johnson 

by Dean Boseman •s orfice . Subsequently , 1 wae allowed to 

brinl!' a tape recorder into t he prison 1.n order ·o t ape the 

interviews . At no t ime was I as ked to hand ovE!r tapes or 

anv of my r esearch material; t he Warder. and staff Q'ave me a 

free hand . Wr1.ters and reporters doin~ research wi t h other 

inmates have not been ~iven the same privile~es . The prison 

administ rat ion is sensitive towards clernmen , and hes itates 

t o interfere in t he i r activites 1n t he prison . All of t he 

Chaplains are t r eated with p-reat defer~nce by the staff . 

Visi tinF clerg;y p:ain access to pr tsoners with none of t he 
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red tape that entangles layman- visitors . This would appear 

to be State policy . 

The Rabbi ' s office at S . P. S.M. is the most aesthetically 

unpleasing of all t he Chaplain's offices . The same holds 

true for t he Jewish Chapel itself. Being Stat e - tolerated 

rather than State-support ed , the religious institutions of 

S . P. S . M, depend on contributions from their own religious 

or~anizations on the outside . Very little has come from t he 

outside Jewish community in recent years , The comolaint , 

often voiced in t he interviews, that Jews on the outside 

don ' t care about Jewish prisoners, appears to be somewhat 

justit'ied. ?ew of my civilian congregant~ in Jackson expressed 

more than passing cur iosity and more than one expressed open 

hostility towards Jews in S . P. S . M.. It was my experience 

that national Jewish organizations are also disinteres t ed in 

the plight of Je~s in prison. Th i s prompted one of the 

questions in the int erview: What woul d you want to say to 

t he leader of an influent ial Je~ish or~anizatio~ who might 

be visiting S. P. S . M. ? 

The Jews of S . P. S . M., while t hey as a whole may appear 

iimora~ t of J udaism and its t eachings , never t.he less stron~ly 

identify wi t h Jews and J udaism . Their reasons are revealed 

in this paper . 

~P RP w~~ on• ~idnv w~er: F'onnc~ in ' he p~ison - o 

~Ron so~• nn~•r ~ n rr, ~nd havin~ no nr•sF i ~~ enrrarement s, 

• war~er,.,d o••r R • o on• or ·rie cel 1 l"-lorks ~:r.o - e : k~ew several 

o!' 'llV c-o~·re ·'¼n"s "lo~ked . " Onl y or.e 11an was a round , and we 



sa• in hit: CPll and talked. Amonr: hP. t h1nrf: we t alked 

about wcr,. movtPs , rol1 1cs nnd people . The sub,1ect or 

peonle l•d into he favor1 e op1c of conve"SRtior ~n thP 

orison ; ·ha is , whR •s ~o1nr on 1n Pr 1Fon~ 'onf; f.l "P 1 ike 

raht1n1cA1 s·uder.t6 tn a wav --to•h r " ouos love •o • :a1k 

thP cons in deBlir,r.- with t hP system: • l!P.:V f1t1hbi , )Pt ml". tell 

vou wha· Joev ,nd wr.er the ul ls auph' him ou;.side of he 

11t rary , • ar.d the lik,,. . u • , wher you e,.t a man alonP , his 

"stot ~nlk • ends o tPcome mo~e introspectivr , ar hP. iF. no · 

comoe•1nr for vour a•te~~ion . rnowin~ his , I ankcd mv co~

onnicr. r.ow he fel ahcu· t•1rr a J~wisn c riminal . H nns w~rPd 

• h,. QU,.,.f" 1on ti ·wo Par•~: hoi,, ht-'! fel' ooou• h in.:! Jewish 

8!1C how hP !',.]• aholl' h•i I! a crimi,,>1" . .. r,.., • nrPES"'d hi.., 

ro., a• 1n1sw~r •o • n or1 r-inal nues tor. , he anpeari>rl o 

wtihoraw fro~ ·n~ cor.vPrsa~ion . Howev r , J was ahle o brin~ 

hlm t~c~ 1~ hv ~,. -arr1rm1nr my in'Pres• 1~ know1n~ wna· 1t 

wa~ llke o ,,,. ln ~1 r situa·1on . he n,Pn love t.o tall< BN>Ut 

t he'!l::;el•,1,•s, :ut. 'h•rP nop,•ar to h• a!'ea!l of sens111v1ty , 

an~ I nad otviouslv n1t onP w1"h my ou"r~io" . He answered 

t.-p ow~r·1on, .aJd •h0 1 w..-. movPcl o~J to ot.hl" r n,.P.O" of 11scuss1on . 

• • v,. rPprortuce · · r,• 8.J'.SWPr nPr" l .-om mP"'Ory , A.fl I hati no 

rn .. ans of .. ,.co .. d1 r,. 1 • .:1• • !'IP • im,,_ . 

"~ai,~1 , W" don ' t think of ourselVPS Bfi Jewish criminals . 

,,, • 1 inli: o " 0•1rs,..lv,..s as .,F w!" w-i,o did some r.im: wronr, , e1thP .. 

b,.r.nu~ W" w,.r~ ~Acken in o a corrPr, o r becaus" we we rP 

~•110 - --u· 'O sav 1 .J,.wisn "r1rn1nal ' 1s to oescr1tie a tvoe 



0 r Ml:',' , I mear. , whn~ •s the dif-

A pe.,..son; a hun111n \winr-, anrt so 16 he . But 1 ' 11 hPlP out 

one or mv own who ' s 1 n ro1J°t'lP . he MJY nPx; cell over won' t 

P~ • Jewr. ake care of ~hPlr own; ~oy1m !Ake care of number 

one I hemsPlves) . 

Eu• cion ' t lump us 

,Jews 

•o·,. also , 

Por ~'Pws in nr1sor , • hou slial· 



- 10-

•o ~hei r Jpw1shness . ~en iles may he criminals , while Jews 

who have commit~Prl a crlmP a .. e ~uilty or error s in jud~emen t . 

lt rnust he ?lO'"ed however , tha~ thi s applies only •o Jews ln 

state 'O"'isoris . Su,.h Jpws view • he J Pwish inmates of fede ral 

instttu ioris as rui elitist f'TOUP . ·hey arP seen as richer , 

~rnar~er , and ~p• • er off than Jews in state orisons . his 1s 

P!"o'bat1v r-ecaus., of I h., miscor.cepti.on that only uopl?r class 

,IP.wish husi r.Pssmen end up 1 n fPde ral orisons , which a r e cor

sider .. d to he re!'o .. tF , whe:-- !"Oml'ared ·o s~i:i.tc "ac111·1,,s . 

!-lP!'.CP. , a J e w who r-oes I o federal Prison "or· • P.Jt fraud , or 

wha ever, 1 !' riot 1 n t ~.,. same rlass ai:; or,, ~rho iO"F to s ate 

nrleor ,.or "'ObrPry . • h., ror mer 1r 1mrr1coned tecause he was 

caus:-r·, 1 , ,,. , P ' s •r.p 1Aw' 1 "ault he ' s 1r. n:-iro.., , "he latter 

is 1rr.or1s011nrt hecau:;1> he was i;tupic , 1.e. , it ' i:, h1F owr 

raul· . oh ar,. r r imir.al: tw r:;oc1 .. •y 1 s l'tELn~Ards , hut ne1~her 

1~ a :Pw\Ph <'"'!~inal , h y S . P. S . M. Jew1sh i~~a-~s • s·a~dar ds . 



A DAY Ih 1HE LlrE 
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~at ts life in prison llkP on a day to day basis? 

1,. , ' s look a• a prisoner wP ' ll call Dave . 

nave llves 1n a private crll i n a cell hloc k . here 

Br,.. no dor 1•orv condit ions ln . P. ~. r .. Hie cell measures 

~i x:~ n\nP. hr door oPPns at seven- thi r ty in t he mornin~ , 

er.d locks at 

1n his cell . 

o wAtcl1 his 

en ,.very n1 r:ht . All of Dave's possessions are 

whPn he is awe.y , he c ounts on his •T!eirhborF • 

"ilouFeo ". Da?e has re111 OOf!s••srions: a wr isl -

w~tch , thr"'e pairs of pantri , thr~e ~ee shirLs , threr nai r e 

or unrleroantc , one car , onP li~hL cotto~ jac~,.., , sev,.ral 

nai r r or rockn , 1wn pai rs of shoes , a to•tle of hai r tonic , 

a uh,. of •oo hoan•,. , a 1i-ar-,i • ,. 1ir-t•,.r 11.l"lri a tvr,,.wri er 

RAT~ !'ron-: hont> . HP 1oesn ' r:o 011 1 l!:UC-r durinr: • "" winter 

tecause h,.. do,.rn ' • i,avr .q wer:n je"kr>• , 11r.d 'her,. is 10 prit:o 

lSFUC w1r•cr clothPS , 

v.'hP hr doo!'a s ltd,.. 00° a.· r;ev"n-lhir ' , qve d r esses , 

~s·andc: • r,, "Oun • ( hie , renr ,.,.. • • hi G t"'P.11 lli !'.O ~ 1) , and 

'h"'!" r.,. ro"'r to treai'.fnFt . ~r, \t'Ets' 1~ "O"r,,,. , m11 .-, to· 

or cold ~erPal , end DArcakes o r enrG wicP a week . hr ~akfaRt 

is OVP~ Iv P1rht - ' h1rty and ~rom • h,,~ urtil lock - un At Pr 

that n~~~t , ~AVP 1s on nlG owr . He can ro •o lurch and dir.r.er , 

or he ca.~ ~hoo~P re• •o do s0 . 0?1v one •~i rd of the inmo• es 

nriso~ nho'o lat. ome ruys Pv,.n volun Per for ctrur exPer1 -
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rnPr.ts 1n the fBrk - Dav1~ rac111 v in •hp prison . Dave , how

~ver, doesn ' t have a joh . He is ln llne fo r a joh i n t he 

pri aor: 11 h r ary . 

Cons , as the men r efPr to themselves , a r e just llke 

lv111ans 1n one resoect: they ~eed monPy . Each ~an has 

a ~ .. 1son account from which he d r a ws •scr 10• whi ch he can 

ur:P ror monPv 1 n t.he pr it:on Rtor e . He muFt buy his own soa p , 

too· ~oaste and hr ush , ~o~rs , and othe~ ~o otries as hey 

ftrP not r.r1son tssue . He mav all\o ruv candy , n1pPs , clp-ar

••tPS, wa ches anf transl! or radios fro~ h,. prtson "'or e . 

(~he pr ices ~r P r P a11 --1f he were on •hP outstce he could 

hu\· t hP."'•· • hi n17s o d1 scoun . ) l f a man has no .1ot , he onl v 

wn·. ir.on,.v 1 !' nut in !11 s ac-ccu 1 1 s 1 r he har, f,.1 Pnds or 

1"1"}a>-1vPF or hP 011•i:;1rl• w ~i, suppor• him . H· cannot Pven 

ro .. rnw •sr:r1 p• r ~om hudcfi"S , as "&Ch • iclo:c:. is nu"llt-ered , 

and on,. ron car.r.0 1 sr,end ano hr•r ,.on ' s •sc!"\r;" . Dave is 

"'O!"P for·w,.:i•,. !18" '10%3' cons with rf'F.P'"C' t.o hin financial 

st•uatior . 11,, is ioor , hut he 1s ,ewtsh . 

nk• ~arP of he;r lP.FE wealthy nei~ht,o-s . 

.he Jpw\sh inmates 

1 hev can ' loan 

•1:--r lp" , h•;• t hl"V lt•"r. sur.t!ri<>:; s ► ocl- pi lf>d ~ !" .. h,. Rahb1 1 s 

of<'ir.c ror •rr.a~itat]P rurrose • . 

Da;• .,.,,.ad:: a bl' 1•1 his CP11 durin"' ~i,,, morn1r.F" hours . 

HP har n ,.lB~r ~~rnrP lu ,.h In h~ orlsnn ' s jurto- colle~e . 

A,..,.,. lmr-n np T'llnY:; l!l a n1"1'-un hasPholl traiTe enel 1'1nh1tzes 

a r~w r-e-1 ~ami>~ . •en he ~o,.F ·o dinnPr . Af Pr dinner 

n ri~vlP 11"1 the "rpr- hall•, Md then , off to bed. 

hor· , DavP has t.1mP on hi:,; hard:,: . nher thinvs "'e 
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ouf!h , he wanders over '"o the chapel buildinc Sl"d sits with 

other Jpw1.sh inmates 1.n he Rahb1 •s office . ~he RBhhi 1.s 

orly in his ofr1ce wice a week , PxcePt for special cases , 

hut several of the "ni,- ~oys" in t he Jewish prison community 

convre~a e there . That •s ore of ~he reasons the office 

d,..aws so 'TIUCh "heat " (official attention) . Because of such 

hassles , Dave tends to avoid t he ofrice , except when the 

Sahbi is in . But whether ~\.:e Rabbi ii; 1.n C'"' out , his orr1ce 

is s 111 a r-atherinv. place for Jews . Han~in~ arcund thP. 

Ratbl ' e of~lce , even durin~ the wee~ , ls a way of asserLi n~ 

one ' e identity . 



A man year ns to ~asp the ess ence of hls spiritual1ty- -

h~ str i ves to rulf111 rerta1n values ; taken to~ether , these 

•~o aspect£ of human e xper ience comprise an imPOr tant re l a 

'1onsh1P for man.v peonl e dur 1n~ t hei r li f etime . The r elation

ship bet ween r eli~1on and values 1s an intricate one , difficult 

to d~termine because human yearnir.vs ano str1v1n~s are invol ved , 

many of which ar P rarely verbalized. In addition , a mulli 

Plic1tv of rtefin1~1ons exist which attempt o delimit all 

he meanln-.s which valUP holrls; and r el1g1on encompasses 

,1ust as many app .. oacheG . The task 1s made som1-what e1u•ier , 

' her~fore , hy choonin~ a number of people with whom ll 1s 

poPs1ble to explore the role rel1~ion plays in determininr 

•heir valUP& 1n life . rhe 1nrorme ion derived rrom quest1on1nv 

'hes~ peonle can ~hP.n ~e utilized as a means of crit1cally 

arrivlnv a~ some conclu~1ons whl ~r will horPfully provide a 

r.euristic model for fur her study and thou~hi . 

11'rat i fyi nv t.o no • t hat , whereas c..he ~ tatc Pen1 lentiary of 

a~o , onlv ~en remnln . ) ~he ~en interviewod camP f r om various 

parte of ·h~ Uni~ed States, and from .orrewhat diverse econo

:ni c- hac l'r.-rounds . ':hu:1, ne !J8rl-r-rour.ds of +he curjects d iffer 

from eacr o•her , as do th~1r romm1tment to Jewish beliefs and 

prar.•ires . The interviews consiF.ted or t wo parts . ~efore t he 

1n•Prv1ew occurred , earh FUb~ect comnl eted AllPor t , vernon , 
2 and Lird- 0 \

1 6 Studv of VAlues . Th!s is o shor ques• ionai r e 



•he rate~or 1es spec1r1ed in Spran~er ' s ~ of ~Pn . 1 The 

six •ypes specified arP: 1 . the theoretical , who emnhas1zes 

intellectual val\1es , especially scienL1f1c- type comprehen

~ion; 2 . •he economic , w~o emphasizes an interest in mone

tary roncerns; } . the aesthetic , who involves an artistic 

or r.rea•ive moliva•ton; 4 . the social , who 1s concerned 

w1 h pPople; 5. the political , who 1s concerned with nrac

'1cal ma ~Prs; ~. t he religious , who emphasizes exr,er

ien•ial faith with a spiritual rens1tiv1 y . "Or ~rPater detail , 

see the manual accompanyinP Allnor , Vernon and L1ndzey ' s 

~ or Values cited above . Accordin~ to this tes nn 

individual ' s personality 1~ wei~heo by etudyin~ the values 

re nrefer~ . rhe nu,.ros~ or adm1niF.LPrl~~ hi~ est was: 

1. to star• •r.e r11t-1er•s thinkin11 Abou• the-1r values and 

the relative impor ar.rP they have ir. he\,. dav ~o da:-,,• live~ 

in h~ nrison environment; L . o nrovidP the interviewer 

w1 ► n a rur•hc r kr.owlPdf:e of ~he ta.sic orier. at1ons of the 

sur. )""Ct, w!. t 11 a t [ s• whicti had i,,-en used successfully by 

other researrhers to detPrmtne v~lues; 1, to have a common 

set of oues ions w1 tr• whi<"I" --o rorroarc • he di fferen subjects . 

( he S'"udy or ·1alue!" was administered ::.o the seven sub.,ects 

all nt onP. '"ime . 11ence , thPre was no opoortunitv for t he 

sub,\ects 10 ntscu~F •heir rcsp0nsea . • he 1n ""rv1eKs, them

selv'"s, wPre rradP. nvi<>r a Df'riod of several weeks , and , while 

~h,.y w'?rf! ric\ted no• tf' , thF> rt rr-• sur jects ma;v have d1scussea 

ne ! .. tt:,.v1ews wt'h su1's1>quer1 interv1Pwees . ) 'T'he snec1f1c 

1n • ,.rv\,.ws cons1s~ed of ·he ~ollowinY cues ions: 
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1. rtiy arP you a Jew? 

2 . w'ha► wac vour narerits• rel 1 r-\ous barkP'J'ound? 

1 , 'T p}l me about yourself . 

4 , w(here .-,ere you borr-: 

( wl1a ► was your pare~ts ' economic backvr ound? 

t • w'hat k1nd of education hav,,. you had ? 
.., 

';(hA► 1' 1 r,d of rel1~1ovi- educatior. h8VP VOU had? 

~ Have vou , or your family , l'>1>en associated wi ~ r. a temnle 
or synai:roMJP? 

o How is vour rel1£1on MOnif~sted 1~ VOUP daily 11r~7 

10 . "'hy d13 you decide to affiliate with a rF!l1~1ous com
muritv while 1n n r i"'or? 

11. why did you c-hoo2e ~o aff111a e with he ,Jewish rr>llc-ious 
rommuni•y wh1le 1n n r 1ror~ 

12 . Alt-ad,. .. o" a national ·ewisn or~an1zation 1s vlsitint' 
· he rhap.e] . ,l},a• do you want to ·ell him, knowinY. •hat re 
rnii-h • hi> able to do ~OmPthin;- ahout what vou ~11 him' 

11 . l)p<':('T"i ..... ~ tr.e • 'P • ..) . "' . Jewish co:nm mi .v . 

14 . W~a· .T,•wish in ere::-tr do j'Oll have? 

] C • Jow do you ",-el about lsra,.l? 

lo . How do you feel ahou~ the ,Te w1sh De- ren~e I.eairoe' 

l.., . How do YOll ""'el about ;er• i 1 e& "> 

1 p . How do you f11>el at>out blacks? 

1 o , Ho.,.. do 'IOU V1PW the outside Jewi~h comrnuni ty? 

20 . v!h1=-~o -:In rou pu• vo11r~elf political l .v? 

21 . What do vou hink is he outsid~ JQw\sh community ' s 
r,;,soonse !.owardc .lew:c in r r iso11" 

22 . Do vou have anythin~ you would 11k~ to add? 

name~ nro holidays: 



orah 
"OSP.S 
\braham 
,;)mud 

Hillel 
"'a111or1des 
Her:.?1 
Bet Curl.on 
"olda ,...,.1r 

Passove r 
Chanukah 
Pur i m 
Sha vuo t 
Sukkot 
Boeh Hashanah 
Yorn K1opur 
S tmhat Tot·ah 

l r. some instances , quest i ons were added o r dele ted , de pending 

on thP way t he inter view was pr oceedin~. The questioris wer e 

as~ed wt hout e xnl ana ~ ion o r ela bor atlol" . '!he interviewees 

11erf! PXpeC'tPd to in .. e r rir et them for themsel v.,.,;. Thir pr oved 

'o ~P quire reveal1n~, as will he no·ed in thr C'Onclusion . 

Ar. endeavor waF made to ex~ r act a sens1t1v1 ' y ~o~ the values 

or ~ach ~utje~t , a~d speC'ificallv , the r ele'ionship be ween 

·el~~to" and values , ra'hPr tha. a lain a syctematic know

)<>dve cf q,e mate r ial. Because of this af'or oach , no oh1ecttve 

<>valuatior of the datA wa~ nossiole , Ro that the s•udy does 

ct mAaFur~ disr r eMnr-1es net. ween a ve r hal oroclamai ion and 

'h<> actual eY1rtrn~P of such claimE , (outslde of the 1nter

viewPr 1s personal !"l'!lAtior1sr1p with the 1n·.erviewee ) . 

:n other wor ds , t· wa~ oiff1cuJt · o diR~1~~u1sh betweer 

onerative values and values which Lhe suh~ects concrived a~ 

dPri ra~le , b11t which had very l1t;t.le influence on their daily 

:,~hav1or . 1 • is hoJ;ed that I h,, •·1 ndinP's and the r esul tinP. 

corcl 1s\on~ arp not rrea11y disrorted bv this fact . It is 

rPl •)-iat the subjects , who were all ext r emely cooperative , 

~pr~ as honest as oos~iblF 1n the inter views . (Much of this 

r:rr-~ 1mr 011 is horne out by the interviewer ' s personal rela

t10tRni n3 wi th the in~erviewees a~ their chaplain . ) 



In a ttemptlnF to def1ne the nature of value , a problem 

arises because of t he many dlfferent associations which are 

\ncorporated lnto its meanin~ . In many instances , further 

more, t he meanin~ of value has been misunderstood . W. W. 

~e1ssner , in a series of articles on values in t he Journal of 

Religion and Health, defines value as a •code or standard 

that enjoys per slstence throuyh t1me and serves Lo or~anize 

action . •4 Values are normative in tra t they include a sense 

of ohli~ation ; :hey are , to some ~eat extent , yoal or iented , 

1mplyir.~ a course of action; they are experienced in the form 

of a conception so that they are nol directly obser vahle 

(excep~ as test resultG) but can t>e inferr ed from an 1n.divi

dual1s actual behavior; they can be implicit or e xplicit , 

~ut , in any case , they are what miFht ~e called • ver halizable . ft 

values are part of he orocesF of selection and decision makinp 

which an individual partictpates in as a human being; thus , 

bo h cormi t iol" am, emotion are involved in the formation of 

values . 

Meissner points out. several misconceptlons which he 

fP.els have ~eer associated with an underGtandinv of values . 

He does not hPlieve that values can be eouated with behavioral 

choices , as advocated by John Dewey , so that values and prefer

ences become 1nterchan~ear-le . ~ reissner contends that values 

~an confltc• with preferences , and that in actuality , valuin~ 

not onlv orecedes desirability but also determines it . If 

value~ i nclude a cense of "ou~htnessft or ohli~ation, then 

values and preferences cannot be equated . lleither are values 
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equival ent to biolo~ica lly determi ned needB . HPre , Meissner 

disclaims Maslow •s thesis which asser ts tht! instinctual 

der1 vat ion of both the •lower• 11 fe- - necess1 ~at1n~ needs 

(i . e ., food , cloth1nr, shelter , secur ity) and the uhiYher • 

needs for self- actua lization and fulfillment , love , .1ustice , 

6 honesty , etc .. Althou~h values respond to man ' s needs , they 

must be distinp-uished from • hem . '!'he def11°1 tion of values as 

a •need- reduclnP-, nrefe r ential tlehavior• would severely 

limit. several qualities which l'eissner includes in his defln-

1tion. 7 Values and motivation are not identical either , 

accordinP- to "'eiSsner . f h1s cri tictzes t.ht! premise of All 

port , Vernon , and L1ndzey •s ~ of '.'slue:; which defines 

values as beliefs tha'" an 1nd1 vi dual acts cm by preference . 

reissner claims that al thou~h values are m<>t1vational and 

dirPCtlve. they are not necessarily a dlre1:t source of mot.

vat ion , bu· functior. as or,anizers o!' the coc•ni tl ve and 

affective asrec•o of the personality, charu,elinr ener~ies 

t owards declFlons which become concretlzed 1n ac tionG . 

or ~e1ssner, values cio not arise sol1!ly from 1mmed1ate 

tensions or situations , bu t comprise tha t part of a man's 

mot1 vation whlch 1.s refera1,1e to st;andard.s , oersonali ty 

8 and cul t.ure . '/ikt.or Pranl<l , an exist.ent1a11st , emphasizes 

the freedom m~n possesses in choosin~ his •~alues concommitant 

1dth the responslblllties he holds . One r1:!sponds to the 

oroblems life places upon him by actualizil'lll'. as many values 
Q 

e s 00::;r-1 \)le . ha t her t han respondiTlf' to alostrac t , relatively 

srab1lizPd and static "ou~h~s• . which seem to be implicit in 
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~elssrer' s rteflnt•ion (~Plssner defines value as a code or 

s•andari, which f\f"rFis~s over time). Frankl focuses on the 

unique life situations which necessitate the reallzatlon of 

unique valuP.s hy lndl vi duals who ere t.hemsel •1es the result 

af sln,rular ex~rlenc-es . The concre tenPSS of man ' s respo se 

is underlined ~Y Frankl . Althou~h values exlst independently 

o" their acceptance or rejection by man , which · rankl refers 

oar he •obj~c iv1ty of absolute valuPs ,• they arP only 

comprehended hy concrete tasks dete r ~1n~d ty he uniqueness 

or each 1nd1vidua1 . 10 In this resnec-t, t1rankl d1st1nFUiPhes 

hPt WePn •etPrnal• and • s1tuatlona1 • values . 11 

he no~ma 1ve as~c~ or valuPs emohasi1ed hy rPlssner 

iR aonl1cah1e o ~rankl'F def1n1t1on in that evPry human 

beinv has t.~e ohlipation to "ulf111 his del!lt,lny hy resnondinl!' 

to the si 11at1ons confrontinP-' him wi th thP nctual1zat1on o~ 

•he necessarv values . HlE rPsponsP can takr LhP form o": 

1. cr-a•i ve valu-n, which a r e values r ealized ln c-reatlve 

aetlon; 2 . ex1e~1-~ lal va]JPF , which arP valuPs r~alized ln 

?"'•~eo~lvttv o the wor1~, indenende~t of a~tlor.; • . attl -

udlnal valuer, wh1r.h arP realized when an unalter arle 

sltuaL1on cau~es suffer1n~ and man must actualize an attitude 

hat CB!' ,:,1.ve •his su~fer1nv m,.an1np; . ( r1s Hof par lcular 

\n'P?"'PSt v1!"- ~-v1~ r..,.lmlnal ac~lv1tv . ) l"an ls rot ,\us the 

.,.,,.tul• o" his ron~1tionin~ , ~either of he environment nor 

1· 1!1 uncl<>'3r whe her v,,.1ssrer ' s use c,r normative refer s 
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o ari exte r nal sense of ohli~ation i . e . an obliva t i on 

1moosed by r el1P'1on , par ents , soc-ia l norms) which would 

exclude Fr ankl' s under standin~ of man ' s obl1~atlon to life , 

r equirinv h i m to fulfill hl s destiny i n the actualiza t i on of 

values . Frank l r ecorni zes man ' s need to hal,e responsibili ty 

for a force other than himself , a f or ce which t r anscends 

man . He r ef'er s to man ' s 't'lelief as an •over n1eanin£" , the 

meaninr- of he urlver se which p-oes t,eyond the comprehens i hle , 

so that "our minds require its existence at the same time 

•hat l t is to our minds unfathomahle . •12 ~an •s des iny , 

his will - to - eaninP' , consists of actualiz1n5r as man;v values 

as p0ss1ble . The tension l:-e ween this inherent need and he 

a<-tual oossih1lit.y of' its fulfillment ln 11re rPsults in 

the fo r mat ion of a conscience . With his line of reasonin~ , 

~rankl arrives a~ the ronclusio~ that man ' s ul 1mate ~oal in 

J\f'e is ther of self-rransc-ennel"'r-e, in wh1cl'1 man 1s able to 

pranscend con~r~•P life sltuationF that discourave the reali 

zation of valuPE and ac ualize the eternal values . 

Self-actulll1zat.1on is a hy-product of 1self- transcendence , 

hut 1t 1s not the dominant aspiration of ina1n ' s labors , as 1t 

1s for Abraham ~a~low . Y.aslow, in accentuatin~ the basic 

human oriuins or "highPr" needs and thus "h1~her • values , 

advoca ed the actualiza11on of these na~ural biolo~ical needs 

and impulsPs as the ~oal of life . 11 ~1th the irratification 

or he •1ower• needs , man is free to nursue ~ra ifica tion of 

hi~ "hir'""r ' nPeds , which are .1ust as much eoar t of human 

nature as the needs for sleep, sex , and food . 'l'here l s no 
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dicho omy between "lower• and "h1~her• needs , usually por t r ayed 

as animal impulsiveness versus rational abstractions , and 

the motivational sour ce is identical f or both ends of ► he 

continuum as well . 'rherefore, the "hi~her• values are ulti

mate , irreducible , intrinsic values of reali ty , values which 

are attributes of as well as •the definin~ characteristics 
1u o r humanness is its essence . • lmr.ued in the very existence 

or hese values is man ' s nP-ed to t ranscend his existence , 

his need ror values which hP- can admire , sac r1rice himself 

for , surrender o , and , 1 ~ need be , ,ue for . 1 
r ll'aslow 

ooints to oeak Pxperiences as meanA of arr1v1nF at these 

• ranscPndent • values natural ly , result1nv in the irrowth 

of the individual and orovid1nF mean1nv for he individual -

this i s the pr ocess of Felf -actual1za ion . ~an •s otliFation 

in life ts to no other for ce than ~he forces he dl~cove r s 

ln bimselr thr ou~h •spont ane ity, reles~~ . naturalness , 

self- acceo anrP, .H "'h"" "hip:hPr", instincti ve needs are 

weaker han ~,,. •1nwer• needs ~ecause they are less impor

tan ror survival , and they therefore must be pr otected 

avainst the forces whi ch arP capa~lP of chan~1np , distor tin~ 

or annlhilat1nv them (such as re11,1on , culture, etc . ) . 

Maslow ' s theory of values holds man rPsponsible for his 

natural impulses , and needs , while ~r ankl feels t.hP man 

mtJst 'tle responF.lhle o some vrPater life rorce; (thr ouii:h 

his ah111ty to transcend himsPlf , self- actualiza .. ion will 

occur). ~rl ~o~erF. ' ~heory of values de- emphasized •oul1'.ht 

nPss~ 1" S1!111lar fashion 10 "ai;low• s . 17 The importance 
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of authenticity, movin~ away f r om facades , meetin~ expecta

tion . pleasin~ others and movinp- towa r ds openness to experi 

ence, acceptance of others , t r ust of onesself . Por Ro~ers , 

man has no obl1vat ion to anyth1np- but an a,,areness of his 

own hein&-; and throuvh awareness , he will nnove •t.oward be 

cominp- all oft.he complexity of one ' s changinp- self in each 

si~1f1cant moment . "18 This is a pr ocess of self-actualiza

•ion , a process of hecom1n,, throu17h the di,velopment of 

potentialities necessitated by the individual ' s need to 

~reatively adapt to a word constantly in flux . fllan ' s values 

reflect his p-enuine feelin,!'s and needs, nrovidin/7 a •sat1s

~yin~ order 1n life may be perceived , • and enabl1nu man to 

parti<'ipate in his self- actual1zat.lon .1Q 

Some of the above definitions of valu,es conflict with 

one another while others can hP synthesized l~to complimentary 

aspects of distinct systems . ·rnese dertn1 tions provide help

fu l models for v1ew1n~ tt.e ~omplexit1es of man ' s existence 

as he actually struv~]Ps wtth life ' s problems . However , they 

are only models and thP.y must not be rl,idly imposed on 

experiences wh1cr do not comply with certain aspec s of ~he 

model . It is also important that the manner in which a man 

chooses to deal w1t.h h1s experiences and the de~ree to whi ch 

his hehavior corresponds lo a apeci fie model not be ,1udJZ:ed . 

It 1s each individual's concern as to the efficacy of his 

decisions or lack of decision , and the amount of fulrtllment 

he receive& thro11r'I' the real1zation of his values . As Prankl 

oolnts out , ev~r) man has the choice lo accept or reject 
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hls destiny , and only he knows whether he has made the cor

rect choice . These statements for m the basic attitude of 

his study: care has been taken to refrain from mak inv 

value ~udgements or 1mpos1n~ in~lexihle par ameters on be

havior . 

Before proceedinv with a description of the data and a 

su~sequent analysis of it , a def1nition of rel i~ion 1s 

required . 

Rel1vion is defined and related to values 

In defin1nv rel1g1on , it ls ~ecessary first of all o 

d1~~1n1n.11sh or,anl~Pd reli~i o~ from other aspectP or rel1~1on . 

Or,anizPd rel1v1on ls char acterized by i ts institutional 

nature , such as ~1rual observanre and a dor rine of beliefs 

and prac•lces lnvolvln~ a community of believers and a chur ch 

or •emole- -a house of wor ship- - at the center of relivlous 

activities . Organized rel1Plon can he theistic (such as 

rhrist1anity or .udalem) or ron- he1s 1c (like euddhism) , 

but it is usually rounded on an original revelation emhodied 

in a t radi tion and preserved th rou~h some kind of ritual 

observance . Ideally , particinants in an orpanized reli~lon 

~ossess a ~ature rel1gious sentiment , described by Gordon 

Allport as 

a disposition built up throuFh experience to re 
soond favorablv and in cer tain hahi ual ways to 
conceptual objec sand principles that t he indivi 
dual re~ards as of ultimate imoortance in his own 
11r~ and as havin~ to do w1th2 hat he revards cen-

rA1 1n •he nature or hin~s . 
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Allport implies that this definition per tains to the indi vi 

dual par ticipatinp in an orRanized rell~lon and t o t he indi

vidual who prefers to r emain outside of a c hurch. 21 The 

mature rel1pious sentiment includes : 1 . a critical , r e f lec

ti ve a ttitude , resultin~ 1n a multiplicity of int e r ests 

which 1s held to~ether by an under lyin~ unity; 2 . an autono

mous motivat in~ force , not fow,ded on the need for f'"T'B t1 -

fication of self-interest , but on the desire to live 1n 

accordance with an adequate frame of value and meanin~ , and 

to enlar~e and ener ~1ze his f rame; J . a constant, directive 

for ce ; 4 , a comprehensiveness which 1s concerned with all 

~atters central to existence and is harmonious wi th the re

alities of exlstehce; ~- a heur1st1~ belief , one which is 

held temoorarlly until a more val id belief ls discover~d . 22 

rBslow emphasized the need which every man has for r e -

11v1on because 1 provides a •validated useable system of 

values . •23 One~~ man ' s "h1Pher• needs includes a need for 

knowled~e and u11der1 tandi n;7 of life philosophy , a theoret ical 

frame of reference , and a value system which directs man ' s 

ener~l es towards mea.nin~ful activities . Howe ver , he ve 

hemently c r it icizes o r ~anized rel i~ions • claim as the possessor 

of t he values which exemplify the spiritual life solely 

because of the nature of its super-natural revelation , 

uuar ded by a secret t radi tion . ~aslow c laims that rnan •s 

relil!'ious vearninP-s, his need to transcend his existence , 

must ~ "ulrUled hy his own str lvi ntrs Md not soothed by t he 

tempt 1r,r s "curlty provided by t he overwor ked r 1 tuals of 
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orvanized r eli~ion . Tradition , consensus , cultural habit , 

and unan1mi t,y of hell er are all to common means for arr1 vin~ 

at spiritual values . 24 

Accor dinv to Maslow, the ritual practices and beliefs 

of orvanized rel1r1on represent an endeavor to concre t1ze 

the experience of the ori,:rinal revelation for those who 

could not have experienced it, and thereby succeeds in dis 

~ouraFin~ even the oosslh111ty of di rect experiences for its 

members. Or~anized reliv1on , by placinv ultimate i mportance 

on man ' s resoons1b1lity to fulfill the needs of he deity 

rather than his own needs , cuts man orf from his innate 

ability to experience his own •natural• impulses and thus 

Rchiev~ selr-actualizat.lon . B~cause man 1s cnpahle of 

~ratify1nP his rel1~ious yearninvs hrou~h the pr ocess of 

self-actual17ation, the need fore euperr.a ural revelat1on 

1 r> obviated, and ~ecause ors.ta."11 zed rel1P-ion tends to be 

more harmful than worthwhile , t-'aslow advocates a total dis 

avowal nf lL and s ubs titues the sel f - validatln~ process of 

self- actual1zat 1on. '"hrourh neak experience!" ln Wh ich •hi,:rher• 

values are realized, man can discover for himself a f rame of 

referenr.e and meanin~, and a value system: the continual 

eYoansion of this frame , t hrouFh more peak experiences will 

characterize his rel1~1on. 

S1nce Vik or Frankl advocates self - transcendence over 

self- ac~ualization , wi h man as responsible to a destiny 

r~vor. d n1n own existence, Frankl is not as cri tical of the 

supernatvral revelation central to orFanized rel ip-1on . Por 
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Fran.kl , life , as a task in which man is responsible to race 

the prohlems confrontinF him, becomes a mission for t he 

r el1~1oua man 1n t hat he 18 aware of t he task master and is 

hus resoonsible to him . fhe rel1~1ous man not only mus t 

answer to life ' s t ask , hut 18 also responsible to t he •who• 

behind the task , the source of all destiny . If the rel1~1ous 

~an , as a member of an or ~anized reli~i on , avoids his re

sponsibi l i ty hy ~rforminp. r ituals wi thout any sense of their 

meaninv o r ~Y mouth1n~ prayers wi thout an.v intention behind 

the wor ds , then the val ues advoca~ed hy or~anized r e liFion 

will cer tainly have no slr-nificance fo r him . Hespons1h1lity 

and consciousness are t wo a ttrihutes of the r elip:ions human 

hein, and they must p:o hand- in- hand 1f a man is to have a 

meanin~ful existence . 

'The point at which Allport ' s , l'iaslow' s , and Frankl's 

views i ntereerr is 1~ thei r char ac•er1za ion of man ' s re 

liP:ious yearnin~r. . All three authors recopnize man ' s need 

for understanding t he meaning of life , which is inextricably 

joined •o his spirltual1 v; whether ~his ls charac er\zed 

as a reed for r Pliplous sentiment (Al loort) , the need for 

•hivher• values (~aslow) , o r the need to transcend his exist

er.cE' ( t1rAnl<l), man ' s existence 1s port r ayed. with a spiritual 

elemen· 'ha po•ential l y connect~ with som~i form of rel1~1on . 

'l'hP imnor+- ancP of spiritual values 1 n a mar1 • s 11 fe , however , 

can vary vr eat.ly depend1niz or his experiences and how he 

choos1-s +- o resoond to them. In interviewlrw t he seven 

1.nmat es or he State Penitent 1ary of Southeirn M1chip:an , 1 t 
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was of special interest to determine the dep-ree of impor tance 

which the spiritual needs have for each subject and how 

these needs a r e fulfilled in his life . 



IN'l'ERVIEWS 
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IN' ERVIEW ONE 

Remy GM!ble 
A,r,e: ;? 
Offense: ~urder I 

Question: Why are you a Jew? 

Answer: It ' s a herit~e . Uh , I didn ' t find out I was a 

J e w actually , until I was seven . My grandfather 

was the one who told me t hen. And or course my 

rather wasn ' t br ou~ht up too well as a Jew because 

of the ract that they moved from the Ohio Valley 

to Idaho . You know, and ther e was no teachin~s 

in Idaho . I think they wer e he only family out 

·here . Of cours~ there ' s two shuls out ther e now, 

and one is ri~ht near my dad's town . Was it Boise? 

here ' o one by the capital and one by the s ki 

Q: What was your parents' rel1~1ous backp-round? 

A: y fa hnr wa.c kinda weak ar.d mv mother , vou know, was 

ut she didn ' t follow her Catholic rel i~ion . 

Q: . ell me in t wo or three minutes who Remy Gamble is . 

What makes him run? What does he stand for? Pretend 

we ' ve just mPt. 

A: pa~nt for a hohby . Did you hear about tha? Oh yeah, 

I ton~ Harry ' s place , DrPW all the heat too . He should 

havP heen eo for tunate to leave to have to leave me here . 

I don•~ k~ow really . I ' d say •~ pretty easy Foiny: 

co nnial to a ooint . Uh, I don ' t know. Wow. You 
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know this 1s a heavy question . 

Q: Where were you bor n? 

A: In Grosse Point . 

Q: What was your parents ' economic backirround? 

A: Middle class . My father was uh, uh , usually , you know, 

uh , with t he automobile field. Like uh , in service , 

Yeah, a service manager . And during the war he ran a 

small tool and die shop , which did quite well . He was 

white collar . As service mana~er they ~ave him a car 

and paid him •x• amount of dollars . Durin~ the war he 

worked for a Dutch Jew that came to this country. I think 

he was really a German or a Russian Jew, but he didn ' t 

want to admit tt and uh, at that time it wasn ' t too ,rood 

to admit that you wer e German or Russian , Y:ou know 

wi th the World War and all . Over there its not too f"OOd 

to admit you 're Jewish and over here it ' s not too rood 

t o admi t you ' re Ger man or Russian . •Oh , I ' m Dutch !• 

And my dad did quite well during the war. Well enou~h, 

you know, we lived ~ood; we ate well under the circum

stances . Cour se , we went to Canada and bou~ht everythin~ 

e lse . You know my father bou~ht anot her car; I can ' t 

think of what it was, any way you could lift a packa~e 

t ray , 1t was a coupe , and we ' d brin~ a bi~ mea packa~e 

back. Ne did all ri~ht . 

What kind of education have you received? 

A: T finished the ninth ,rrade. Never finished high school . 

I t1ad good opportunities to finish school, but when I 
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blew my knee, you know, uh , wiped out four scholarships 

and tha t ki nda dampened my spiri ts far as finishing 

high school cause I couldn ' t go onto coll e ge , on a schol

arship . But my parents could have well afforded to send 

me t o college . But--nah . Course I went to school in 

Gr osse Point . Makes a littl e difference t here . Well t o 

do . \.Jhat is it , the riches t community? We were kinda 

non- Jewish there . There were other Jews in t he school 

but since t heir families moved to Gr osse Point, they 

forgot their faith . Changed t heir name f rom Rosenthal to 

Rose . In fac t , I went with a gir l named Y.arilyn Ross 

whose father had a bunch of drive- in theaters and uh, 

she ended copping out . Told me she was Jewi s h too . 

But I ' ve always said I was Jewish . 

~= What kind of reli~ious education have you ha d? 

A: Onl y by my own choosing . ~here was no formal religious 

school, When I found out I was Jewish--through my dad 

and ~r andfather--it was just somethinv that stayed with 

me , I don't know. J udaism was something I wanted to relate 

with . Uh , you know I was just in limbo before I found 

out . I was nothin~ , you know. It was just somethiny. 

that stayed with me and I finally ended up ~oin~ to the 

downtown syna~ogue in Detroit and uh , put the whole thinp. 

to ' em. You know, said, "Here I am . I ' d like to learn 

someth in~ of my authentic background . " 

Q: Have you ever had any affiliation with a templ e? 

A: Yes , uh, well the downtown s ynaF-0/1:Ue, and later when I 
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had a motor by myself I went to, I don ' t know the name 

of it , but i t was in Windsor . That was a shul, not a 

t emple or synago~ue--Conservative--where as the downtown 

place was very staunch. I didn ' t feel very accept ed 

there. f'ly parent s were not affiliated at all t houiz;h . 

But I was proud to be Jewish. My grandfather was Jew

ish , but because of where t hey were at {Boise , Idaho) , 

there was no ethnic back~round. r~ grandfather did state 

that I ' m the only one who looked Jewish of all the 

grandchildren . I have an aunt that still lives out 

ther e , and an uncle tha t is deceased, and another uncle 

who was a bi~ construction carpenter all over t he country . 

Like when they built Boulder Dam . 

Q : Have you ever met any Rabbi s other t han Rabbis Shapi r o , 

Slavkin, Chester a.11d myself (Prison chaplains during 

~r . Gamble's stay)? 

A: Uh , yeah, Bernard Cohen, Terrie! Haute (L1diana ) . He is 

in uh . . . I was incarcerated at the time, huh? And 

we had a very ROOd affiliation, and I din ~o to see him 

after leavinF. Other than that I haven ' t had any c lose 

association . 

Q: How is your religion manifested in your life? Does the 

fact that you are Jewish have any effect on you? 

A: iell , most of my associates accept me as I am , so I 

don I t have any p1•oblem that 1·1ay . In fac t one friend of 

minP 1 S mother goes to a temple, an1 she ' s Scotch also . 

She was born in t he same place my mother was: Glasgow. 
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In rac t I just p;ot a card from her Wedn,esday . She ' s 

p-o1nu t o Tor onto . There• s a big mee tin11r there , of some 

Jewish orp-anizatlon t hat a l ot of her f :riends belong to . 

And she even reads Hebr ew, You know, it ' s amazin~. she 

talks with a broitUe and the whole thin~ , but she goes 

to •r>emple Israel i n Detroit . Heh-heh ! l:!ut she ' s st111 

a c·athol1c . IVs amazlnft , But you can see that t here ' s, 

uh , wow, I have no anti - Semetlc f riends . They accept 

me . A couple or them have ~one to temple with me , t o 

see t hat we 're not eatiny babies or som,ethinF" , J think-

rivht , rl~ht--that miFht have been it . 

~: ~'hy did you dec\de to affiliate yourself with the 

reli ll'lous community here at S. P. S. ~. ? 

A: Nell , maybe I need a little spiritual r-uldance . Naw, 

really, it ' s ror companionship: aff iliation with other 

Jews, althou~h s ome of them I ' d rat her ~or~et about 1f 

I WAS outside . Jn peneral , Rabbi , you know as well as I 

do who I ' m soeakln~ about . ln ~eneral thou;h , they •re 

all prP ty vood heads . Ac tually my association wi t h 

oeople inside has been with the Jewish people . 

Q: Let ' s pre end that a leader of a powerful Jewish national 

avency acco~pan1es Rabbi Ches ter to services some Sa t ur

dav . Ahat do you want to tell him? 

A: That ' s rather a hard question to answer because I ' ve 

never really considered it . Nohody comes 1n here except 

you an1 ~•eve (Rabbi Chester) . I believe I would t ry to 

impress UPo1 him how much you and Steve have done for us , 
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I ' m not ~o111J! to hold any of that back . I don ' t know , I 

suppose I ' d try to tell him about how I fell about the 

institution and their , uh, pseudo-anti - Semetic attitude . 

But t o carry a messap.e to the world J ewry , I don't be

lieve that you could r eally t ake out of here , a message 

that is. 

Q: "'hat wi th the anti - Semet ic attitude of t he administr a 

t ion, which you mentioned , how do you explain the fact 

that t here are so many • fake -outs• ln reception? (Men 

claim1n~ t o be J ewish who are not . ) What 1s t he attrac 

tion? 

A: I ' ve always walked around like branded anyway. You know, 

T lived ln Gross e Point and was t he only one who admi t ted 

that he was a Jew, ln a school of 1 , 500 , where I fiP"Ure 

there had ~o he at least 20 Jews . A lot of t hem ( fake

outs) are looktnp for the vr atulties . You know, lf we 

didn ' t have the packa,es , the meals , 1t wouldn ' t make 

any difference to ' em at all . The one meal a year 

(Seder ) and the two packafes (food on Chanukah and Pass 

over --ei~hty pounds each). Yeah , t hat ' s it. The ~oyim 

don • t know about the comr ader y . On t he outside you 

don ' t know what those t wo packares mean to a p-uy . And 

we take care of each other. l f a £UY doesn ' t have some

one putt1n~ into his account , the other Jews t ake care 

of him . ~he poytm are told , "Go in as a Jew ' cause t hat 's 

the way to be . • Bu~ w~ stop ' em and most are too stupid 
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the new warden , Perry Johnson) has cut down on the size 

of t he packa,res . We used to ~e a lot more, a lot 

~ore, believe me we used to ~et a lot more in the 

pack~s . When I was in the first t1me (under the pre

vious warden) ther e wasn ' t so much ant1 - Semet1sm , offi 

c1al -w1se , as th1s time . The fir st time I came in here 

I came with no r e1 1p1ous ore ference in my file at all, 

•cause I didn ' t know how I would be accepted. And some

one had r ecornized my name , bein~ Sammy Norbert actually 

{a now paroled inmate ) , when he saw he roster. Well , 

he came 1n to s ee me, knowin~ me from , uh, my previous -

time elsewhere . And he said , "What's t he deal man?~ 

And I said , "L ike wow, brother , I don ' t know what 's 

happenin~. I ' m here and I ' m wearinF my star (~a~en 

David a round h1s neck ) and I ' m not deny1n~ that I ' m 

Jewish , I .)ust d1dn' t know how 1 t would be accepted 

here , you know, I ' ve run 1rto so many bottlenecks in 

life and I just fi~ured I ' d better flna out what's 

happen\nv before I jump in t he door and s ay, ' Here I am; 

Super Jew.• • You know, the firs t t ime I came 1n here T 

f1p-ured there would he anti - Semetism and he came over 

and rescued me. Butt didn ' t make the roster (the 

official l is t of who 1s what r eliP-iously ) because I 

didr. ' t come 1n riFh t ofP t he bat as a Jew. 

Q: Describe if vou wou1 1 the S. P. S. M. Jewi sh Community . 

A: Can I lau,:i:h? fat,' Can I lau~h? uh, we are about 
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ten to t wenty or t he most fucked up people in this 

institution . Oh , sorry about t he word . That ' s about all 

1 can s ay about us . Just in their whole ~eneral a tt i 

t ude . To me , some of t hem are embarrass in~ to t he Jewish 

faith, that ' s all . Some of them may not be Je wish . 

One or them i s gone now. You know, gone up north? 

(Referrin~ to Harry Whitney, t he former Clerk of Jewi sh 

Chapel who wor ked wi th Rabbi Slavkin, myself , and Rabbi 

Chester . ) 

Q: Wha t Jewish interests do you have? 

A: Well , how would you define that? (Inter viewer: "How 

would you? • ) :nterest in what? Oh , I definitely read 

lhe Jewish newspaper. l ' m not a student of the Talmud or 

anylhi n? like t hat, but I do read Jewish history (in 

t.he Chapel 11 brary) . But I do keep abreast of what ls 

~o1np on now , in Isr ael. 

~: What arP your reellnps about Israel? 

A: That ' s a rat her deep question . A lot of people who 

have really rone thr ou,h hell. I don ' t know, I wi sh I 

could do somethinr. I ' ve hou~ht a rew t rees but what ' s 

a few t rees . And a few dollars here and ther e throu~h 

the Jewi sh RPlief Pund . But I feel like I wouldn't 

mi nd beinv over ther e , to be ver y t r uthful with you . 

rad as I am , I could probably start my own s uic ide 

~quad (to kill Arabs) . Yeah , ~o to Tel Aviv wilh Meyer 

(L-9.rsky ) . He ' s ~ot it soft over there . He knows Golda 

ana she says , "I t's all right, I ' ll take care of you . • 



Q: 

A: 

- 37-

How do you reel about the Jewi sh Defense Lea~e? 

I think they ' r e ach1.ev1.nF: someth1.n$!' that the back- seat 

Jews will never do . Uh , they ' re putt1.ng our problems to 

11.,rht whe r e the whole world 1S ll01n,r to have to reco,r;-

nize i t , because they 're ro1n,.r t o raise so much hell 

someone is ,ro1n,r to reco~1ze it , 'l'hey F-et t he publ1-

city; they're in the papers and so for th . I don ' t reel 

that by blow1n, up thinjls they're jloin,r to accomplish 

any thi np: , Let the other r adicals blow th1n$!'S up . Just 

l eave us make our stand as stron,r as poosible wi t hout 

any undue violence . 

What is your a tt i tude towards ,rentiles in here (S . P. S. ~. )? 

A: That ' s a hard one to say . '!'hey, uh, the whole popula

tion in ~eneral needs some educat1.on to us. We 're 

accepted 1 o the extent that we 're the merchant on t he 

corner , outside . They have to come to us ror a commodity . 

So they accept us to this extent as a Jew, but they don•~ 

accept us ac t ually as a Jew, because or our ethnic back 

ffound or our reli,rious backirround . They reel tha t , .• 

I feel this , anyway ••• that we' r e still animals, man , 

compared t o them , you know. 

~ : How do you feel about blacks? 

A: Uh , I ' m ,rrowin~ to hate ' em . Because or t he fact t hat 

the populace (prison) is t urnin~ black percenta~e-w1.se, 

They 're ,rett1n~ defiant. It ' s a shame that we started 

t he !L A. " . P , (sic: , . A. A. C . P . ) for them . Uh, I think 

•h,,y can find, in thei r own riyht , wi thout our help 
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because we •ve been oppressed for so long, so we •re going 

to help the others that are oppressed, and now we've 

helped t hem, and what are they going to do for us . And 

we ~et kicked in the ass . 

Q: How do you feel about the outside Jewish community? 

A: I 'm kind of torn between the Reform and the Conservative . 

I like the ideals they both have . Definitely couldn ' t 

be an Orthodox. I don ' t . •• this has to be something 

that is instudied (sic} in you all your life to actually 

go throu~h life as these people do (Orthodox Jews} . 

God bless them, for they are so staunch in staying with 

the old ways . But this is 1972 and there's just goin~ to 

have to be some more modern thinkin~ used. 

Q: How do you feel about the political left? 

A: I 'm not much on politics , but I am disgus t ed and I don ' t 

even read the paper on it . Right , left , it doesn ' t 

matter . I can ' t stand Richard Ni xon . I think the John 

Birch Society is a bunch of sick-o's . Half of our 

correctional staff is members . I'd have to ~o with 

Huber t Humphrey . But for President , now I ' d ~o for 

McGover:i . He's t rying- to project a younger imaii;e of him

self ri~ht now . If he can get the majority of t hose 

twenty - four million kids he's ~ot it knocked . Humphrey 

tried it and it didn ' t ~o over too ~ood , I like Humphre y 

hetter but he won 't sell . If Y.cGovern doesn't win • •• 

he ' s our last chance . It ' ll be Kin~ Richard the First . 

Q: How dv you view t he outside Jewish community 1 s attitude 
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towards Jews in pr1son? 

A: Be1n~ here and in a federal inst1tut1on .. . t he differ

ence ln call ber of the Jews here and in a federal insti 

tution are very far - reach1n~. we have riff-raff Jews 

here. This ls not educated Jews here . In federal Jews 

are 1n ror counterfeitln~, smu~~lin~. armament sales, 

which isn ' t very kosher according to the ~overnment. 

Ther e was another one in there who owed half a million 

doll&r 1n taxes for ~amblin~ . But no violent t ypes and 

all of us were in for c r1mes of intelli~ence not, cr1mes 

of violence . So by in larRe the a t1tude of the Jewish 

community is based on the criminals they come into con

tac wi th in their lives . These ,ruys here: the riff

raff. So they say , •Jews tn prison? Screw ' em ! " 

Q: Please identify in a few words the follow1n, terms, 

na.~es, and holidays. 

A: Torah--that ' s our book 

1':oses--a prophet 

Abraham--also 

malmud--a~aln, our reli~ious readinFs 

Hillel --! don't know 

r.aimonides --1 don ' t know 

Herzl --! don't know 

r haim we izman--1 don't know , an ambassador 

Ab'ha Eban--he ' s the ambassador to the U. N. 

Ren r.urion--my hero, he led our peoplf!, man, like Moshe 

0ayan 
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Golda--my main lady . The Pr esident of Isr ael 

Passover--our most r el1~ious time or year in her e . 

Our escape f r om Epypt 

Hanukah--1 ' s ~otten out of context . lt ' s just like t he 

Goyim' s Christmas . It ' s no lonFer what it was . 

Purim- - i1, 1 s just another H1Fh Holiday . I'd ~o to temple 

for it . 

Shavuous --1 r ealize the value of it but I'd just ~o to 

temple on it to be part of i t . 

Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur --New Year , new life and 

Da.v of Atonement. I don ' t know if I confess all 

my sins or not but I do think about 1 • 

Q: What messa~e do you have for the readers of this paper? 

A: We need more un1 y, We 're ~ettin~ away from our back 

uound and we are all not adherinr to the relirion as 

a whol e . ~e have too many controversies amonp ourselves , 

the three kinds of Jews . lt ' s wronp for the Or t hodox 

to hold us back in Israel . Like I wouldn ' t be Jewi s h 

in Israel cause ~Y mother wasn ' t and s ome other ~uy would 

be . It i sn ' t fair . Je need more Jewi sh unity . 



Analysts 

Mr . r.8lllhle, on Allport, Vernon and L1ndzey •s ~ of 

Values , scored hi~h on economic and artistic values , with an 

avera~e scor e on social values and a low scor e on Political , 

reli~ious and theoretical values . This is in keepin~ wi th 

he views expressed in his interview. 

His for mal reli~ious back,n-ound is almost nor -existant . 

H1s Judaism stems from a stronr ident1f1cation wi th his 

rrandfather who waF the only reliriously oriented person he 

came into contac ' with in his childhood . While acknowled~in~ 

his rather as a p-ood pr ovider , he acknowledp-es that he was 

not a prac i c inp- Jew . The s ub .lee t de fe~ds his fat her I s lack 

o~ religion by po1ntin~ out that ther ~ were "no ~eachinFs in 

Idaho• where his father was raised . ''hP attitude of his 

family e..nd nei~hbors in Grosse Pointe towards Juda\~m led 

the subject to view Judaism as a stirna , a hurden to be 

carried throurhout life . His reaction to this was to asser t 

his Jewishn~ss and to scorn others who tried to hide their 

reliFior. He viewF ~entiles as •stupid royim~ and fellow 

Jews as •emharrassinr to t he J ew1sh faith" because of the1r 

shallow identification with Judaism, while he feels •branded • 

and stronF-lY asserts his faith , althou~h he knows little 

.cihout it . 

Ju.dais~ , for r.r . Gamble, is not so much a rel1~1on 

a~ it ls a way of identifyin~ people . Most Jpwish prisonerr 

reel thAt their Jew1 shneRs adds to their identity--makes them 

tHffPrf'nt from other iruna•es . This is viewed as a positive 
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he same as his rellow-- hence , ident i ty- less . 

The s ubject's stron~ f eelin~s towar d Israel are indica-

ive of his desi re for identity . The Israelis a r e s een 

as his oeople ; Jews t akinF ca r e of themselves . Bein~ unable 

to .\oin the Is r aeli s , hi s choice of identification must be 

with the Jewish inmates of S. P. S . M. who , while t hey are 

"riff- raff" Jews and not totally accept able to him , are t he 

closest thin~ to a "~eople" t hat he can have . Were it not 

fo r the fact t hat he is Jewish, and they are J ewish , he would 

prefer not to associat e with most of them . Thus it is his 

stron~ SP.nae of Jewishness t hat determi~es h i s association 

with hPm . Of cour se , it must be noticed that like t he 

"fake-outs- he despises , he values the food packa~es and 

~eder, bu· unlike them , he feels that the~e orivile~es are 

1ue him as a Jew. 

While readily aclrnowledcinp that he is justly confined 

for murder , he appears to look down on others who advocate 

or practice violence: his fellow inmates and the Jewish 

Defense Lea~ue. At the same time , he is forced to admire 

the fact hat like himself , the Jewish Defense Lea~ue and 

his f ellow J ewish inmates stron~ly declare thei r Jewish 

identitv for the world to see . 

Al no time during the interview did the subject volun

t eer information about nersonal matte r s such as pr esently

held rel1~1ous hel 1ef or t he fact that he has a J ewish wife 

and ctildren . This is in keepinp: wi th t he pr ison norm . Men 
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do not discuss their wives and families while in pr ison . It 

is as if thev want to keep Lheir f ami ly out or the pr ison 

envi r onment , even as a topic or conversation . or cour se , 

here are exceptions to this , but in ~eneral the men clln~ 

to an acquired identity while 1n prison and put away their 

real self until they are released . This 1s par tially a 

~esul or the str1Ppin~ process that occur s upon impr 1son

m,.nt, and partially hecause of their desi r e• to keen he1 r 

famil1es clean and uncont aminated by prison life . 

He t>el1eves that Jews r.hould ~tick to,,ether and explains 

th,. outside J,.wish community ' s r,.jection or Jewish inmates 

hy statin~ that they , too , view h1s fellow Jewish prisoners 

as •r1ff-rar~• Je ws . ilh1le deorecat1nr- 'h«! other Jews in 

orison he is at the same t ime forced to pc,int out their 

•comrader:,•andtha •we takfl' care of ea~h 1:>ther . • In shor 

~he~e are F"OOd Jews and bad Jews, but it 1s P'Ood ~or one to 

be ,J,.wish 1n nny c:ise . J ewi shness 1s for th'? sub,lect some-

h1n~ to be stroncly defended a~ainc a hostile ~entile 

world . 

Unl1kf:' mo .. t or his fellow ,JPwlsn irnateA , 11tr. Gambl e is 

not really inter,.stPd ir ooli tlcs . ?,ever heless , when pr essed, 

he ndvoca es he ra~e oolitiral nreferences as they hold , hy 

in lar~e . Llk~ mort of his fellows , he dislikes Nel"?'oes , but 

his rea~on~ ar,. dtrferent . rost Jewish inmates view blacks 

nepativ,.lv ac animals and s uh-humans . lh,. ~uhject attacks 

NPrrr"""' r,.c3ue,.. they have u .. T'ed ap-ainr-t t.hP Jews who helped 

~hP!n 1r- l)Ci .. ~y . 
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In conclusion , the subject strongly identifies wi t h 

Judaism , while he seeks to disassociate himself from Jews, 

or at least those Jews who do not meet his Jewish standards , 

Ye t , in every instance , he is forced to defend Jews , not as 

individuals but simply because of t heir Judaism , His partin~ 

s tatement , •we need more Jewish unity,• is indicative of this , 

What he seems to be saying is that ther e ou~ht to be more 

Jews who think as he does . However, until the rest come to 

his viewpoint , he will continue to defend them from out side 

criticism , while expressing his own discomfiture ~i th them . 
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1 N'T'ERVIEW TWO 

ft'arx Cooper 
Arre: 41 
Cffense: Attempted rurder , Bank Robbery , Assault wi t h 

intent to rob 

Question: Why are you a Jew? 

Answer : Pr obably because I was born a Jew and cont inued 

to ma1n•a1n ties with , uh, I feel a certain , I 

don ' t know whether 11 1 s a mystical o r national 

t le, with some de~ee of reli~ious pr eference , 

but bas1callv because I was horn a Jew, and n-own 

up wtth a hl~tor y or Jewish herita~e and back

vround . And herefor e , I elec t to s tay th16 way. 

l 1dent1fy myself as a Jew and I cons ider myself 

ac a Jew. 

What was your parents• re11P1ous back,rround? 

A: They were Jewish . Nol affiliated with any temple, as 

such, but thev were both or Jewi sh or1~in . 

Q: Tell me ohout •arx Cooper . 

A: I ' ve lived all my life in the t roi t a rea. I 'm married 

and have four children , t he oldest of which 1s sixtee n . 

I have a rour~een year- old daurhter, a s ix year-old 

son and a five year- old dau~hter . I ' ve been married fo r 

seventeen years to a very l ovelv younp lady . I ' ve attended 

school in Detro1 . l attended Wayne State Univer sity 

wt ha ~aster ' s de~eA 1n 5pecial Education . I also have 

a ~acher ' s Certificate in Elementary Education , and a 

·p;:i 1al1s 's Depr ee in teachinF t he educable mentally 
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retarded . In the l ast five year s , artEir I left t eaching , 

I ' ve been With a company as an Eduoat1.c>nal Consultant . 

ry hobbies are h1. - fi, tape recordin~, and music in ~eneral, 

Particularly the classics . This is my first experience 

beln~ in a prison . Other t han t hat . . 

Q: Where were you born? 

A: In Detroit , ~ich1~an . 

Q: What was your parents ' economic backjl'J"c>und7 

A: I would say lower middle class , basically . I sa,.v this 

1n the context of the Depression . Ther e were a lot of 

people who became lowe r middle class fc>r a rew years . My 

father now owns a Jewelry store and he has moved more 

into the middle class . I would consid~~r m:vself more 

middle class too . 

Q: What ki nd of reli~1ous education have you had? 

A: I did not attend Hebrew school , as such . I was tutored 

for Bar Mt lzvah . r.y formal Jewish eduGatlon terminated 

at t hat POint • TVy back,n-ound was lar1toly Orthodox as 

I was tutor ed by en Or thodox Rabbi and was "Bar Mitzvahed• 

in an Orthodox shul . 

Q: Have you been formally affiliated wi th a temple or 

syna~op.ue? 

A: No . However , most of my relatives are members of temples . 

rost of them are Re form althou~h a few uncles are Orthodox. 

Q: How has .vour r el1don been ma.ni rested lln your 11.fe? 

A: Before I was irnprisoned I reirularly attended services 

at a Reform ·remple in Detro1 t , and my Hon was •Bar Mitz -
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vahed• three years a~o . It may have ~!en hypocritical , 

because I attended services because he had to he there. 

~ow, that is , here in prison , I attend services every 

Saturday mornin~ , and I don ' t know whe ther I do this out 

of what. mi irht be consider ed a t radi tio1oal r elip;1ous under

at.andint~ of Deity as much as I think l"t reflects wwtin,ll 

o ldent.i fy w1th one ' s own ethni c s:-r oup. I ' ve always 

maintained that beinr- a Jew entails a ,combination of 

both: 1 t ' s not one or the other . 

why did you elect to affiliate yourself with a reli,ious 

com~unity while i s . P. S. ~. ? 

A: "'ell , T, uh , don ' t really know , rully. 1 would have 

to say that it has somethin~ to do wi th the feelin~ 

hat one 1s isolated 1n a prison situation , and whilP. I 

didn ' t 'Know at1y of the membPrs of he Jackson prison 

chaoel , the 1dea o~ ~o· wantlnf to ~e alone it this 

situa ion , and seeminr;ly IC'antinr- to be identified with 

one ' s own 11TOUP, or hecominp: a part of its identity , 

I thi~k , manifested itself in wantin~ to be affiliated; 

wan~in~ to he a Jew . I never hid~ rhe fact . In other 

words, nPver N?inP 1n prison before , with all kinds of 

people, Twas proud •o say! was a Jew . Whereas some 

r,eoole mi,:!ht wa11t t.o r> h:V away from ad.mittinr- 1t , parti 

cularly in a situation like this , l f reely admitted it . 

I thou~ht that my rea~t1on mi~ht have been differ ent , 

because J r~1·, wow, +here's a lot or tou~h ~uys around 

who mi~ht hate Jews , and they mi~ht ta~e it out on me . 

-----
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Q: A leader of a pewer ful Jew1sh national or~an1za t ion is 

visitirur S. P. S . M • • What do you want to tell him? 

A: I don ' t know. There would probably be a lot of thin~s 

that would come to mind after he leaves . I think any 

kind or help that he could ~ive t he men here would 

certainly be appreciated. Privately , I would want to 

tell him the hardships that pr ison imposes on any indi 

vidual and his family , just so he would bet t er understand 

our s1tuat1on . 

Q: Describe the S. P.S. M. Jewish community . 

A: ~ell , uh , I don ' thinlc I can describe 1t that adequately . 

I think 1t 1 s not typical of a Jewish community ~ener ally , 

for several reasons . One , t hat very few Jews wind up 

in prison, a t least in this country . Secondly, from what 

I ' ve seen , a very small m1nor1 ty of the men--and I 

consider myself in ~he majoritr--have a very ~Pnuous 

relationship with formal Jewish relt~ion . In ract , a 

number or our members don ' t strike me as beinr Jewish . 

And I don ' t know what that 1s supposed to mean , and it may 

sound very chauvinistic 1n some ways . Because here I 

am, a person hovinF no formal affi liat ion (with J udaism) 

on thr outside, makinr this observation . But this is 

the ~wo thinps t hat strike me: one , t hat very few have 

formal Jewish contacts on the outside; and t wo, very few 

are rP11~1oualy oriented . ~aybe, I ' m usin~ stereotypeo, 

b~• ~~ don ' t seem to be t hat closely identified with 

·~e (Reneral) Jewish communi ty . In other words , out on 
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the street , you would not recognize these people as 

Jews. I ' d say t wo-thi r ds of t he men fall into t hat 

cate1<ory. 

Q: Do you have any reason to believe that any members of 

t he S.P.S. M. Jewish communi ty are, in fact , not Jews? 

A: Well , yeah I do t hink that there are t wo , possibly three 

who have very , very tenuous relations with J udaism . 

And I say t his because their mannerisms , speech , and 

bac~round indicate thi s . I think , in fact , t hat their 

Jewish identification 1s only on the inside (in prison) , 

and t hat outside they do not want to be identified wi t h 

Jews and Judaism . But this is a personal observation, 

and they mi~ht dispute that . 

Q: What Jewis h interests do you have? 

A: Well , l ' m very interested in t he Jewish community--in 

t he survival of t he Jewish com~unity . I p-uess that ' s 

the mot1vat1n~ factor behin~ havin~ my first- born 

•Bar M1tzvahed ". Aga in, this mi~ht be seen as hypo

cr itical . I am a~ains t the idea of us dissolvinp- away 

in one bi~ meltinF pot . I think we lose something. I 

think the Jews have contributed a r.reat deal to Western 

Civilization far in excess to our proport ionate size . 

I believe that there is somethin~ within the Jewish 

cul~ure, somethin~ Within t he Jewish communi ty , t hat makes 

our people contribute far more i nto civilization than 

thP.V take out of i t . And I ' m not sure what t hat some thing 

1s . But I ' m no t 1n favor of tha t •whatever- i t - is• being 
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washed away or assimilated. Ther efore , and , for t he 

same reason, I am interested in seeing the Sta t e of 

Israel survive. I think it stands as a symbol, in a 

hostil e world , of t he Jewish will to s urvive . Inc i 

dent ally . whereas I am not rormally associated wit~ a 

temple on t he outside , 1 and my family are members of 

the Jewis h center in Detroit and we observe the holiday 

celebration a t home . 

Q: We m~v have covered t his . as a matter of fact you touched 

on it in t he last question, but what are your feelings 

t oward t he State of Isr ael ? 

A: I had mixed feelirt,1ts a t f irst . In the beginning, I admit 

t hat I r eally tended to be quite sympat hetic with the 

Arabs . In fact , I ' ll have to admi t t his , at one t ime , 

back in t he ear ly fifties , ! was almost akin to t he 

Communist - Arab position , t hat Israel was an imposition-

a white, colonialis t power bein~ i mposed on the people 

o f t he ~addle East who had a rip:ht t o be there . But I •ve 

chan~ed quite a bit since t hen, because I feel that 

t hey (the Israelis) have earned the r i~ht to exist . 

They may have had t o take cer t ain actions t here , but the 

attack on the Lebanese airport , that bup;s me out . But 

all of the other t hin~s t hat had to be done were of 

necessity for s urvival, and I don ' t think that the State 

is perfect . But I think Isr ael ' s survival is very 

imoortant . 

Q: How do you fee l about the Jewi s h Defense League? 
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A: I ' m ninety per cent against tha t kind of thin~. I say 

ninety percent because I realize t hat ther e has to be 

a certain catlyst or activity t hat focuses attention on 

certain problems , but I t hink they ' ve r eally gone beyond 

that and have defea ted the i r own purposes . I t hink t hat 

in a sense they ' ve become not Jewish nationalists but 

crypto- fascists , resor ting to terrorism and violence , 

attempting to hideously disr upt cultural events that 

the Soviets send over here . I can ' t accept that this 

contributes anythin~ at all , The means to the end that 

they 're en~aged in ls ver y negative. So l ' m pretty much 

lU!:&lnst what they do, while I am sympathetic towards 

their cause. 

Q: How do you feel about ~ent iles? 

A: Some of my beot friends. Well , no , I 'd like to 

feel I ' m relat ively free of prejudice . I ' ve always 

avoided talk1n~ Yiddish wi th reference to other people: 

gQ,ll!!, shag1tz , shvartsa . I ' ve always abstained from 

that sort of th1n~. I 've really never had any problem 

wi th non-Jews . 

Q: Do you speak llddish? 

A: Yes , fluently . 

Q: How do you feel about blacks? 

A: I find that I ' ve been getting more prejudiced recently . 

I don ' t know if it ' s the environment I ' ve been keeping, 

·o mP,ss up an old phrase , but I find myself sayin~--or 

no opposin~--thinR"S that other guys say about bl acks . 
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I personally have never felt tha t it's necessary to 

deniflTate anybody , and I say t his not out of any patr on

izing attitude , but simply because I ' ve always felt t his 

way. I don ' t use wor ds in my conversation like •nigger s , • 

•crows • or 1 s hvartsas" . I don ' t use those types of ter ms . 

~ow, I've had some interesting experiences in here. 

Bein~ in prison tends to enfor ce the pr ejudices that 

always seem t o be i nherent in a person, a white per son . 

I don ' t like people who wear outra~eous Afros . I don ' t 

know why . This is a bias of mine . And there ar e cer tain 

individuals in here who are rather • •• repu,mant . And 

you would say , •These are ni~gers . • And 1 say to myself, 

•Whal the hell am I saying? • Because most of the people 

I t alk to are black . Most of my neif(hbors (in the cell 

block) are black, and we get along really well. And I 

realize tha t t he people I am peneralizin~ about I don ' t 

~eneralize about when t hey ' re whi te . I mean ther e's 

plenty of white obnoxious charact ers in here , too . 

Q: Where do you stand politically? 

A: I consider myself ••• well , a little b1t right of the 

left . Sort of the middle of road . I don ' t look upon 

the system as corrupt-- ! have faith in the system. I 

believe 1n Jeffersonian Democracy and I ' m an avid supporter 

of Senator ~cCovern. The fact that he is whal he is and 

yet is an establishment politician is a hopeful sign. 

~hi£ Viet Nam, t his la a hopeless a t roci ty and I t hink 

it ~111 come t o stand on par with what the Ge r mans did 
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in World War II. I think there's enou~h redeemin~ value 

in the heri ta,re or our country , and even in the system , 

the forms that we still have , t hat we can still make 

someth1n~ out or it . I hope I ' m ripht , because if I ' m 

not we ' re 1.n ror a lot of trouble in th1~ years to come. 

Q: How do you view the attitude of Jews on the outside 

t owards Jews in prison? 

A: I t hink the predominating attitude, amo11y. both Jews and 

~entiles, is that there are not very mai1y Jews 1n prison . 

I think 1t just fits in with our stereo'l.ype . "Jews are 

all brain and intellect, and Jews don ' t ~ to prison . 

We cer tainly wouldn ' t r ob a bank , or ra'Pe a rirl or hold 

up a ~as station. Tha t doesn 't exist. It ' s ~enet1.cally 

impossible . • 'hat sort or thin$< . It all fits in with 

our stereotype . 

Q: PleaBe identify the following names , te rras , and holidays . 

A: (Mr . r oop,>r war able t o identify every te rm, name and 

holiday, ~oinF into $<Teat detail and usin~ many Hebrew 

t erms (e . ~ . , Pesah , 'shuvah , Cemarra, etc . ) in his 

deflr i tlons . ) 



Analysis 

rr . Cooper scor ed ht~h on theoretical 1, aesthe tic , and 

POlltlcal values . His scores on economic , social , and 

rellFlous values were avera~e . 

The sub,1ect ls atypical. He is h1p-hl~r educated , ver y 

intellip-ent , and ve r y knowledpable concern~tnr Judaism . H1s 

lack or ror:11al relli;i;ious education a."ld aff!lliat1on has no 

prevented him from pursuln~ a Jewish exlSt.c~nce . Were he not 

1n prison he mlp-ht be al<en to be an avera,:,·e conp-re17ant w1 th 

a few stranire concent1ons . He appear s to 111-e a typical whl te , 

middle cla:;s l il'eral , 1'o'"h poll tlcally and ·ohllosophlcally . 

His fee11nirs abou blacks are thosP- which 1a.ny such person 

would develop when thrust 1nto t.he world or prisons . 

His most in erestln~ responsP was to the ques·lon , 

•0escr1re the S . P.S . fol . Jpwlsh community.• His critique 

of his rpllow ews, t~.n manv of them don'• spoea~ lo be 

Jewish, 1a halar.c~d ayalnst his own fer.linrs of heinp- in

comple ~1y Jewis~ . Yet his resolve remAins firm; he feels 

• hat a r umber o!" thP. mer. are Jewish only because 1 t ls con

venier.'" and useful for them to be so . 1'h1s , I think, was 

my own response '"owards several of hP men when I was chaplain : 

they ar,. ,Jewish hecau::;e they can •r:et somethinr- out of it," 

in a materiali~t1c sensP. 

Perhaps a word ouyh• to bP said as to why the subject 

did w~a~ hP did--roh a hank . The man ' s wire was 111 , he was 

in dPr., 3~a he saw no way out . ln order to acquire the 

nec~seary cash , he sln~le-handedly triPd to rob a bank . Until 
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t hat time he had no previous record , of any kind. In our 

society, it seems one must be either ver y poor or very rich 

t o sur vive a financial crisis . The former depends on welfar e 

pro~rams and the latter depends on his wealth . The middle 

class man, unable to secure the necessary cash by lep:al 

means , must t urn to illegal channels, or , lacking the know

ledge how to do that , turn to actual crime . Such wes the 

case with Marx Cooper . 

It is interestinF to note , that unlike his fellows, 

1-'arx involved his wife and children in the interviews . The 

average inmate tries to keep his personal life submerged 

while he is in prison . 

I would have to say , that by ordinary standards, ~r . 

Cooper was the most Jewishly identified of all the men 

interviewed . 



INTERVIEW THREE 

Perry Alan De.vis 
~e: 26 
Offense: Armed Robbery 

Question: Why are you a Jew? 

Answer: I 'm a Jew mostly because I want to be , and because 

l wouldn ' t have it a.n,.v other way . I was born 

Jewish . I ' m ver y happy with the way I was born . 

I think if I was born probably any other rell~ion 

t hat I ' d try to become Jewish . 

Q: What was your parents ' relipious back~ound? 

A: ~ father was born Or thodox , f r om t wo European parents . 

He was bo:o-n in Canada . He was br ou~ht up p-oinp to 

cheder e verv day . He had every strict eacher and very 

strict parent~ . His parents kept kosher 1n the house . 

~ in-andmother rirht up until the day she died kept 

kosher. r~ f'Tandfather had a businPas and he stayed 

away from the house quite often . ~Y mother was born a 

f!Ql_ and converted . She converted when she married my 

rather , and she's kept the relirion ever since . 

Q: Tell me about Perry Davis . 

A: Well , I ' ve been in and out of quite a bit of trouble . 

Uh , my main hobby ls probably cars . I di~ car s . I 'm 

not extremely mechanical , but I do work on them and I 

have a lot of fun doin~ that . I like to party . I love 

wate~: I s wim , water ski . I like beinv around people. 

I ' m not what you would call a loner althol.Ul:h I think 

I ' m kept oretty much inside of mysel f where nobody knows 



what I'm thinkin~, or why I reel what I r eel, except 

me , most or the time . But I do enjoy being around people . 

And I En!ess like most people , I like t o be recognized . 

Most everybody in here knows me-- I guess they know me 

as well as t hey know the warden . And a lot of people 

probably know me better . I have gone to high school and 

I 've ~ne t o college and I ' m a few credits away from an 

Associate •s Del_?'?"ee . And as far as actually where I'm 

heading, I ' m not sure . A lot or my ideas are radical , 

and a lot of them are kind of conservative . Sometimes 

I 'm in conflict wi th myself: sort of mixed up. 

Q: Where were you born? 

A: I was born 1n London, Ontario , Canada. 

Q: What was your parent s' economic backp:round? 

A: ~hey were lower, lower , middle class when we lived in 

Canad.a, and hi~her middle c lass since we moved to the 

states . My ~ether is chief accountant for Federal ~obile 

Ball Bear1n~ for the states of Michigan , Wisconsin , 

Indiana, and Oh10 . He does most of the tax work and keeps 

tabs on the other accountants . ¥~ mother is a secretary . 

We live in a nice mixed nei~hborhood. 'Mixed • meanin~ 

Jew/~entile . We had an opportunity to live in t he Oak 

Park nei~hborhood (a suburb of Detroit) but my father 

refused, sayin~ he wouldn ' t live in a ghetto . I don ' t 

know, I fntess he thou~ht we ' d ~et a better understandin~ 

or everyth1n~ 1f we P-Tew up in a mixed neighborhood . 

Q: Wha• kind of educot1on have you had? 



A: I 've had what mi~ht be called an education of average 

quality , because the teachers just don ' t seem to care 

t he way they did when my parents went to sohool . As 

I ' ve mentioned before , I almost have an Assoc1ate's 

De~ree ln colle~e. I ' ve earned my h1ph school diploma 

here in prison , and my college educa tion has been here 

t oo. 

Q: rwhat klnd of reli~ious education did you have? 

A: I went to United Hebrew Schools (Detroit) for about two 

years , under pressure ( from parents) . ·rhe old family 

t radi tion 1s that you will ~o and you will study whether 

you want to or not . But I screwed up , and got screwed 

up , quite a hit , and I ,rot removed from all rel1~1ous 

schools 1n t he area . I was tutored by an Orthodox rabbi 

for my Rar H tzvah and that ' E about a.11 I have . But I 

wish I had studied more , Md I ' m sorry I resented it . 

But I just hove a stron~ personality and I hate to be 

forced to do nnyth1np:. 

Q: Was your fa1111ly affiliated with any t emple ? 

A: Prl or t o my Bar l'.1 tzvah we went occas 1onally and on all 

t he holidays . After my Bar ~itzvah I very seldom went 

at al l until I was elFhteen and 1 went into the Marine 

Corps then, and a tended ell the Jewish services . Since 

then I ' ve been a fairly regular temple- roer . 

Q: Why did you be~ln attendin~ services in the Y,arines? 

A: 1 didn't do it as a shuck , to ~et out of work--defin1 t ely 

no. But 1t Wa!> no rebirth . But when you join the Service , 



it ' s a lot like bein~ ln jail; you are very alone . And 

by f"Oinr to services I found I could talk with the rabbi 

and meet people 1 could be friendly wi th . So when I 

left t he Service I continued goinF , because I had pi cked 

it up on my own and I wasn ' t for ced to ~o . I wanted to 

do it . And here ln jail , as you well know, I attend 

every week . 

Q: What branch of Judaism do you mostly identify wi th? 

A: Well , at firGt it was Or thodox, but they kind of look 

down on d.riv1n~ to services , so later on my family was 

Con~ervative . But today I am Reformed (s1c ) . 

Q: Do you have any r abbi with whom you identify? 

A: Rabbi Harry Jubas , an Or t hodox rabbi who tutored me 

for my Bar ~1tzvah . He lives in Oak Park (Michiran) 

and teaches a t Oak Park Hi~h . 1he o~he~ rabbis, well 

there's Rabbi s 1avkln1 you , and Rabbi : heater (all 

prison Chaplair.c at s . P. s . r . ) . 

Q: How ls your reltrlon manifested in your life? 

A: I 've alway s been proud of b~in~ Jpwish . I wear it like 

a bad~e becau1e J want everybody to know . I have a 

second cous1n who's a doctor , who claims that Jewish 

doctors don't make any money , so he ' s now Catholic , and 

that almosr killed rn.v v.reat unrle. I don ' t see how 

anybody could do that . I think that we Jews have t he 

PTeatest reliicton and I could never picture myself beirl$l 

any•hi•~ else . Here , in prison , you ~et a lot of kiddiny 

~rom ·he other prisoners . I t hink a lot of it is jealousy 
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rather than actual prejudice and bigotrJf . Either t hey 

don ' t understand or they 're actually Jealous . The Jews 

in $reneral are very tip;ht kn1 t , and eve1'.l if they don ' t 

know a new p;uy , they 're willing to help you any way they 

can. 

Q: Why did you elect to affiliate yourself with a r el1~1ous 

community at S. P. S. M. ? 

A: I guess 1 t ' s like in the service . You 1:1eed a place to 

look to when everyth1nr is dark and 11,lo.:>1ny , a."ld where 

else can you look to but God? 

Q: A leader of a po-werful Jewish nat tonal t:>rranization is 

visitin~ S. P. S. r •. What do you want to say to him? 

A: Pirs t , shalom I I ' d probably ask him ho1w he was , and 

how t hln~s were wi th t he Jewish communities on t he 

outside . I ' d want to know how he is helpin~ Jews out 

side, and whether there ls anythin~ we can do from in 

here . 

Q: Describe the .i , F . S . f< . Jewish community . 

A: As a rule t he S. P. S. ~. J ewish community is like a family . 

We fall in and out a lot , and it ' s hard t o tell who ' s 

friends from week to week . But , that ' s like blood is 

thicker than ~ater . ,le mivht be mad at each other and 

we miFht not be talkinF , but let somethin~ happen, or an 

outsider try t o infilt rate, and right away we 're ti~ht 

and close to~ether and no one can tell if there ' s any 

proo1Pms . We ' ll all band toyether a~ains t him. Anyone 

who ~rleG to infiltr a te ; a prisoner. a guard , another 
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cler ,:ryman- - 1 f he I s not a •Hebe", r i.p:h t alway he I s blocked 

out . 

Q: What Jewish interests do you have ? 

A: Oh , I I ve t aken a couple of Jewish ph1los1ophy c lass 

(from Rabbi Slavkin), and I study up on my relip;ion, 

as f ar as know1np: all the hiStory , and ,-,hat ' s happened , 

and what ' s broup:ht us up t o where we arei . Probably , 

that ' s all I have time for, what with my colle,..-e studies . 

Q: How do you feel about the Sta te of IsraEil? 

A : l ' d l ove to ,ro there . 1 don't know lf l ' ci want to 

stay the r e for t he rest of my life , but I know I 'll ~o 

there be~ore I die . 

Q: How do you feel about the Jewish DefensE! Lea,nte? 

A: I an-ee with the Jewish Defense League , and if I was 

ever 11:lven the opportunity to belonp: I ' d love to . 

Never a.vain . 

Q: How do you f e e l about p:ent1les ? 

A: Uh , I p-ues,; I fall 1.nto t he • somewhat pre,)udiced• cate 

,rory . Uh , a lot of t 1me t hey use our ti~mple ( 1. e . 

Christian functions are held 1.n t.he Jew~Lsh Chapel at 

S. P. s . M. ) because there are only t hree chapel s , t he 

Protestant- , the Catholi.c , and the Jewish . So , t he 

Sevent h-Day Advent Uts use our chapel 01, Saturday after -

1,oons because the:v don ' t want to use t h,~ other p;oyim' s 

chapels . It ~ives me a funny sensation when I see ~oy1m 

R'Oi nv i nto our t.emple ' cause I don ' t th:lnk they belonp: . 

Q: Hew do you feel about blac ks? 



- 62 -

A: Uh , I ' d say that I ' m at least ninety percent extremely 

prejudiced , As a rule 1 don ' t like blacks , shvar tsas, 

whatever you want to call them. 

Q: Is hts the result of your prison exper ience, or is this 

a lonv held pr ejudice? 

A: I ' d have to say it comes from the prison system . I was 

brou►ht up to he ver y liberal- minded . However , no matter 

what t~ey said , my rather ts prejudiced , too , while my 

mother , who 1s very distorted in her th1nkin~, thinks 

blacks are every bit a.s ~ood as anyone else . In the 

prison svs em , the whitP structure 1 so afraid of offend1n~ 

the hlacks the they ~ive the blacks anythiTU!' they want 

to anpease ► hem , and they completely step on all other 

peoples , ~he ad.ministration doesn ' t car~ about anybody 

hut the blacks and they completely r.ater to them . But 

amonf" the inmates , Jews, whites , Protestan s , and Catho

lics hate the hlarks so much it would only take a match 

to set off a t~auttful explosion . 

With what branch of Judaism do you identify most stron~ly? 

A: Well, while t•ve ~ot to ~ive the Or thodox c redit for 

stirk1r~ to their vuns , I f~el the Conservative Jew is 

he ,Jpw of today . I ' m Reformed (sic) in here, but you 

can ' r be anythinl" el!"f> in an inst1 tut ion . But the 

Reformed (sic) are so relaxed--1 miss the talis and 

yarmulkah, anct I can ' t wear them durinr services ' cause 

1~ would make for trouble . But I eat no pork in here , 

al t}ou~h they serve it four times a week . I trade it 
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for desserts or something. 

Q: How do you see the outside Jewish communit ies response 

towards Jews in prison? 

A: The blacks get favors because t hey have a strong outside 

or~anization pulling for them, We get nothing because 

nobody out there is interested in us except Max (the 

late Max Stern , founder of Michigan ' s Jewish Inmate 

Foundation t hat caters the prison Seder) . I personally 

once had a major hassle in here , and I wrote t o every 

Jewish organization I could think of, and the few that 

even bother ed to write back said, •we can't help you . • 

The only people who have really stuck by me are Steve 

(Chest er), the rabbi here, and Gordy (Glads t one), t he 

man with the microphone . 

Q: How do you s t and poli t ically? 

A: I agr ee with a lot that the radicals want t o do, but I 

don ' t agree wi t h a lot of t he ways t hey want to do i t . 

I mean •Tear down the ~overnment , • sure, t hat ' s great , 

but only if you 've got something better t o replace i t 

wit h . But just t o t ear i t down , period, t hat ' s a l o t 

of crap. The only t hing t he Cons ervat ives and r have in 

common is I ' d like to ~o back t o 1840 when we had slaves 

instead of free bl acks runnin~ around . 

Q: Who do you l i ke for Pres i dent i n 1972? 

A: Wel l, I ' d l i ke to see Wallace make it , but I don ' t think 

he will , so i n lieu of Wallace, I guess I ' d have t o go 

with McGovern . 
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Q: Do you see an, inherent contradiction t here ? 

A: No . 

Q: Please identify t he followi ~ names, t erms , and holidays. 

A: Torah- - the holy scroll; we read from it every week 

~oses--the ancient leader of the Jews 

Abraham--also a leader, but after Moses 

Talmud--the book of l aws, similar to the Torah, but in 

book form instead o f on scrolls 

Hill el--don 1 t know 

Herzl - -don ' t know 

Weitzman--don 1 t know 

Ben Gurion--f orme r pr esident of Israel in 1944 or 1945 

Abba Eban--don ' t know 

Golda Meir--t he pres ident of Isr ael now 

Passover--when the angels passed over t he J ewish houses 

in tp;:ypt and killed t he first son of every ~ent ile 

family 

Chanukah--celebration of the l ittle t wenty- four hour 

candle burning for eifht days . 

Purim--festival of the harvest 

Shavuot - - don ' t know 

Sukkot--comes ri~ht after P6ssover 

Rosh Hashana--New Year s 

Yorn Kippur- -Day of Atonement 

Simchat Torah- -don ' t know 

Q: Any c los in~ statement? 

A: ( , nst~ad of a closin~ statement , Mr . Davis handed me a 
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four pap-e autob1o~aphy . He stated that he tho~ht 1t 

m1~ht help me 1n roy research . The document , a s he typed 

1t, 1s present ed 1n the Appendix . ) 
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Analysis 

Mr . Davls ' scores on the~ of Values were as follows: 

1n economic , social and political- - aver a~e ; 1n t heoretical , 

aesthetic and r eli~ious--low. 

I could write a book about my e xperience with Perry 

Davis . To be~1n with, his record states t hat he is a bor der-

1 ine paranoid. rhis 1s the concl usion of the pr ison psychol

o~1sts . His assertion the •ever ybody knows me• is t r ue . 

Everyhody knows him , and as far as I can tell , all of his 

•friends • renuinely disl ike him . The only reason he is 

accepted a~ all by the S . P. S . M. Jewish communi ty is t he fact 

that he is class1f1ed Jewish on the prison roster . 

He is devoted to me and the pr~aen chaplain , Ra~b1 

Steve Chester. In the t wo ~are since I was chaplain , he 

has written heautlful letters to my wife and me , re~larly . 

He telephones us , once a month-- collect . Durin~ my tenure 

as chaplain he was helprul and ea~er to ~he paint of bein~ 

a nuisance . He 1s r1ercely Jewish , at least in his own mind , 

and he does wear his faith like a badge . He has three main 

drives in pr ison: 1 . to serve the r abbi and to be his pal , 

2 . to proclaim his Jewishness to the world, and then blame 

his non- accep~ance hy others --even by his rellow Jews - - on 

anti-Semitism , and) . to ~et out of prison by wr1tinr letter s 

to anybody he t h1nks can help him . He keeps a correspondence 

~lle which , the last time 1 saw lt , was almost six inches 

thic-k . He has writ ten to almost every .1udp;e , 0011 tican and 

Jewish lawy~~ 1~ the state of Mich1~an . His address file 
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or Jewish or fr8,1lizations cont acted reads like the American 

Jewish Year book. 



- 68-

INTERVIEW FOUR 

~arvin Calfin 
A,re: 24 
Offense: Possession or Heroin 

Question: Why are you a Jew? 

Answer: Uh, I feel more than rell~iously , a nationalist i c 

feelin~ of bein~ Jewish . I di£ my heritage , you 

know, and r•ve studied quite a blt about a lot 

of reli~lons and I feel real ~ood when it comes 

lo the reli~on aspect , real ~ood rel1~1ous feelln~ , 

in t he Jewish type or ceremony althou~h 1•m not 

confirmed to the Jewish reli~ton as a re11~1on , 

but defini tely as my, you know, nationalistic 

ori~in and backpround; 

Q: What was your oarents re11~1ous back~round? 

A: Uh, Conservative Jewish . Both of them. Yeah. Hi~h 

Hol idays and Ear ~ltzvah and the whole bit. 

Q: Tell me about vourself , Who ls ~arvin Calfln? What 

makes him rur? 

A: rarcus (nickname ) is, above all, a Sa~ltarian and he 

d1~s people very much . He also ~ets hurt by people 

very mur.h. rarcus likes to reach out and now he •s t r yln~ 

to put it to work . He ' s tryln~ to reach out to as many 

people as he can , on a therapeutic , soc1a11st1c, personal 

basis . Uh , he d1£S knowln~ a lot of thin~s and being 

learned, but not learned to the point that he ' s a rodent . 

And ' n l is a problem hat I realize 1n myself. Some-
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t imes I place myself above others . Uh , 1n an e~o trip 

or whatever , and I don ' t like t o do t hat . But I Just do 

1t normally . But I t ry to be a wa r e of 1t when I 'm 

dealing with peopl e . 

Q: Where were you born? 

A: Detroit . 

Q: What was your par ents ' economic background? 

A: Middle class --upper middle class . Uh, close to wealthy . 

We lived 1n a middle class ne1~hborhood but we moved to 

a wealthy neighbor hood . Built a house . ~Y sister moved 

away . She 1lOt marri ed, so t he house was too b1~ for us , 

and uh , my father was 1n business for himself a pretty 

~ood portion of my life . He was a used car salesman. 

Used and new. More towards t he used in the end. He 

owned a used car lot . 

Q: What kind of educat t on would you say you had? 

A: Uh, very ~ood and very formal education . I went thr ou1lh 

p-rammar school and , uh, juntor hi~h school at the same 

school . And I went on to h1~h school , 1n Detroit , you 

know, like a F11lant1c three story hi~h school with 11ke 

e11lhty people in one class . And it was • • •. 1 was ~ettin~ 

wilder at the time , so I left . A year later .•• uh , 

left the school not because I was suspended but because 

I never went. And I t urned around and I said, wow, l 

need an education, and Detroit Board of Educat ion, once 

you are out , you ~an •t 1)'.et back in . So adult day or 

niFht school. ! t ried it for a while but I just couldn ' t 
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~et int o 1t . So I went on to military school , which 

was my own decision, and I had a very ~ood educa t ion at 

~ili t ary school, •cause the ratio of student s to teachers 

at any t ime was nine to one . And uh , at t imes t wo to 

one . I went on to coll e,re and I complete not qui te 

t wo years or colle~e. wi t h a J . 8 on a 4 . 0 point avera~e . 

And lt ' s just been a breeze , you know. 

Q: What kind or r elipious education have you had? 

A: Uh, well J had a Bar ~i t zvah and 1 went to Hebrew school 

to pr epar e for my Bar Mi tzYah. My affiliation was 

Conservative . And the only t h1nr I see bad abou· Hebrew 

school--! was so you.nP , ten , eleven and t welve , ~etting 

ready for my Bar Mltzvah--was that I didn ' t understand 

what was ~o1n~ on . And the only t hinr I related to was 

learning to read Hebrew. Whereas I really didn ' t learn 

a lot or Hebrew words; what they meant . And I was just , 

you know, lik@, read.in~ thin£s out of a book. And 

ever yth1nr I •ve done since then, which has been a very 

ec lectic study, polnY lnto very many differ ent areas , 

~oin~ i nto very many differ ent reli~ions , and delving 

into many different aspects , tryin~ not to cent er on 

Just one . It has been my wish that I had ~one to r eli~i ous 

school at a more aware a~e . 

Q: w'hat kind of temple a ffiliation have you had? 

A: Recently , man? Yeah , well , we had a family membership , 

and to me it was kind of an exploitation at the same time . 

I mean you paid so much per month t o t he Sisterhood , and 
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this and tha t . I ' ve been very much 8'ra inst the monetar y 

aspect of J udaism . I mean , I appreciate that t he chur ch 

(sic) does need the money, but I don ' t like t he way 

they go about l t and I haven ' t thought about lt enou~h 

to come up • 1th another solution . And t hat was lt: 

just the Hi~h Holidays . Aft er ~Y father died I seemed 

to ~et a very stran,;te feeling--a ver y warm reel ing for 

the Kaddish . I can ' t describe what the feelin~ was but 

I r eally related to t he Kaddish . I r eally du~ r el1~1on 

a f ter my fat her died . I really became the rel1Fious 

kld , afterwards . I really did . 1 have a r eally bi ~ 

family and it ' s the same wi th them . And when t hey ~o to 

shul they FO on the holidays . Except fo r my uncle, on 

my mother ' s side of the family who is Or t hodox and ~oes 

all t he t ime. But he ' s t he only one . He won ' t drive ; 

he won ' do anythln~ on the holidays and Shabbat . 

Q: Did you have, as a youth, e rabb1 with whom you identified? 

A: Wel l , you know, like ther e was a member of the Baha' i 

faith who opened my eyes to the Baha 1 1 faith , and it ' s 

somethin~ I want to ~o into and understand . But other 

than that , as far as rellFious ties F.o , 1 never had a 

rabbi who really irot me into r eli~ion . Rabbis , well , 

you were one and Steve (Rabbi Steven Chester , the present 

Jewish Chaplain) . And 1 don't look at rabbis , you know 

as some Christians or Cathol ics mi~ht look a t their .•. 

you know, you ' re a person , and I can relate to you , and 

1 don 't have to , you know , bow down . And t hat ' s really 
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bein, aloof . But we can relate , and we 're both people, 

and I think that ' s a very important step. 

Q: How is your religion manifested in rour life? 

A: Uh , i t ' s a hard thln,i: , other than t he nntionallsm , as 

rar as r elip:ion went before I was incar<!erated , uh , I 

wasn't into lt . In fact at times I was really critical 

of it 1n itroup discussions and a lot of thin~s . But I 

always fell back into , you know, I am a Jew and I supported 

that by sayin~ this is my origin, first and foremost , and 

then the reli,:rion thin~--there •s a lot tlf thin,rs J don't 

a,n-ee with . As far as 1n prison , I didJn ' t find rel1P:ion 

in prison , but my relatinp: w1 th people ,and p:oinir to 

synavop:ue here every Saturday-- or just about every Satur

day --! opened my eyes and real1zed, you know, about beinv 

open , when I thou~t I was bein~ open, J was bein,:r narr ow, 

and not leavinP. myself open to rel1rion . And now, at 

leas ►, l haYe this experience , to open ~yself to rel ip:ion , 

too . Because you can ' t cut down what you really don ' t 

know. And I want to know . I'm not going to be neces

sarily an advocate of reli$7ion , but )'O\Jt 1 ve F'Qt to be 

open about that , ~oo , •cause it ' s like a t wo-way street . 

Q: Why did you elect to aff1 Hate yourself' with the religious 

community at S. P. S. ~. ? 

A: Uh, it ' s funny , you know, because befor•e I came here , 

some ~ys hyped me up who weren' t Jews,, who said , •Wow. • 

tou l-now, rirs of all I didn ' t th ink t here would be 

any .Jews, or there would be few Jews 1n prison . And t he 
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~uys really hyped me up at t he County Jail , 'cause t hey 

said, "Wow, the best thing you could be (in S. P. S.M. ) 

is to be a Jew, uh , because you get packages (food at 

Hanukah and Passover), and they're really together and 

they take care of each other. " And tha t really blew my 

mind , because I thought , like , how many Jews? Like the 

old saying, you know, we're all doctors and lawyers, 

and how many Jews are ~oing to be in prison? And so , 

when I came here , the first week I was here , I was 

approached by the Rabbi ' s clerk , and you know, at first 

I was skeptical, •cause; you know, like , you don ' t get 

nothin~ from nobody: you don ' t get 1n debt . But I got 

a warm feelin~ f rom him . So it was like, wow , this guy 

isn ' t bein~ phony to me . You know, I didn ' t see him as 

a reli~ious cat , and I sort of dug on t he relationship. 

And when I came inside (after a month in isolation) 

like, I dW? on the chapel as a place where people can 

really express themselves , and maybe get somethin~ off 

their chests . So, slowly , because of that , I came to 

see religion was a good vehicle , and I really dug it . 

Q: So, and this might seem obvious , why did you elect t o 

declare yourself Jewish? 

A: Well, mainly because of my ori~in . And I di~ what t he 

Jew represents . Not in the business world where the Je w 

is a tightwad. I ' ve always been able to relate to other 

Jews because of my nationalism, and my feelin~s about 

people. 
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Q: If you had the oppor tunity t o speak with the leader of 

a powerful , national , Jewish organization, what would 

you t ell him? 

A: Just about anything I had to say . But publicly , you know , 

in here you really don ' t know who to trust . ~.y main 

thing when I get out of here is working on. .well, to 

exploit . I mean , I want to work on the fact that we 're 

exploi t ed in here . You know, t he prison system, the 

bureaucracy , is exploi ting the prisoners . Like when 

we have t o pay street pr ices in the (prison) store , why 

can ' t we have a street selection? Why do we have to have 

the , excuse me, bullshit . You know, t he crap t hen 

can ' t sell on the s t reet , brinir it in here and sell it 

a t str eet prices . Sorry about t he langua~e but t hat 's 

me . Well , you know, I ' d tell t he TE:UY about t hat . But , 

I ' d have to build up a r apport with t his ll\JY befor e I 

felt I could talk freely . Because , like it would depend 

on t he individual . Like , he mi~ht be a member of the 

exploitative bureaucracy that 1 1m trying to fight . You 

kno,~, I don' t expect him to ~et me out of here , but what 

I say might help the ,ruys in here , you know , to have a 

lit~le less bullshit . Hey , let me digress . Very stran~e 

. . •• it 1 s very stran~e , man , uh , a l times I have s ome 

really ~ood feelin~s , and other times , 1 t hink , you 

know, as a whole t he (Jewis h inmate) ll:Y'OUP really does 

look out fo r each other , and they ' re really concerned 

for each ot~er , but unfortunately , and it's not jus t 
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because they ' re Jews , but they ' re people , and a lot of 

t he~ are misiruided. And it hurt s me tha t I can ' t . .. • 

that I ' m WUlble to pull t hem up. And this ts something 

tha t I ' m dealin~ wi th . But also I real ize t hat I can ' t 

pull ever ybody up . You know, t he community 1s stran~e , 

but I feel a certain basic warmth of inter-relatedness 

and carinv for each other . You know some people use, or 

are usln~, the Jewish co!Mlunity here . Jews and ~entiles . 

Q: How would a ~entile •use" the S . P. S . M. Jewish community? 

A: As a place to ~o- - to han~ out . You know, in here there ' s 

not too any places to ,:co , and t hin~s to do . And if you 

can ~et a place to han~ out , and maybe ~et some free 

coffee or so~ethin~, it ' s to your advanta~e . Bu~ in 

a way it ' s all r iimt , •cause maybe t he Rabbi can relate 

t.o him too . Because a man is a person first. His 

reli~1on 1s someth1n-. added on later . Bu~ if a niy 1s 

~o1n~ to abuse us, like , how do you deal with it? 

Q: What Jewish interests do you have? 

A: Uh , I like to study the one copy of the Kabballah (in 

the Chapel library ) , •cause like, you know, I di~ mysti 

cism for its bein~ there . I ' m not s wayed by mysticism 

or occultism- -I ' m not an occultist . But , you know , 

if it's there, there must be a reason for it , and I wan 

to diy it . Other than that I can ' t hink of anythin~ 

too si~1ficant . RPally , except Israel . 

Q: O. K., that ' s t he next quest ion . How do you feel about 

the Sta te of Israel? 
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A: Wow, I r eally dig t he people t here . They a r e s0- 0-0- 0 

to~e t her. And 1 just feel, I can feel all the way over 

here ••• I have a friend here ( in the prison , but not 

an inmat e ) who l s a psychiatric intern in t he c linic, 

who ' s from Israel. And we sit down and rap quite often. 

And I just get such a good feelin~ when I hear what 

they ' r e doin~, and t he way that they treat people. Like, 

number one , I hold life there as ve ry s ignificant , and 

I don ' t , you know, r •m more or a pacifist than I am 

someone who ' ll hurt someone . But a t times , feeling, you 

know I feel , feeli~s are impor t an t to e xpress even if 

you don ' t do the thin~. Like , if you wa:nt t o smash your 

f riend in t he mouth, either do it , or tell him you feel 

l ike it, and you ' ll be better friends in t he end. 

Otherwise you don ' t belonr to~ether anyway . But my friend 

comes strai£ht out . Like when we talked about one of 

the high jackers. I saw the £leam in his (the Isr aeli ' s) 

eyes . Like, t.hey didn ' t pay him the r ansom and t hey 

didn ' t take any or his s hi t , they j ust blew his head 

off . I hold human life s irnificant , but he was t hreat

enin~ human life so I can j ustify Israel ' s actions to 

some de,n-ee . And my f r iend was so happy, so proud . And 

I du~ the feelin~ . They 're really t ogether people . 

Rabbi Chester brow-ht in a movie , uh , I don ' t know t he 

name of 1 , hut it showed the pipelines t hat t hey built 

ann ihey t 1ed the movie up with Biblican quotations , and 

lt w9s really beaut iful man , and I r eally got a fantastic 
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feelln~ from it (the movie was Wilderness of Zin ) . 

I ' d l ike to ~o there some day . When I can ~et out of 

the countr y le~ally . I understand they ' re cold to Amer

ican t ourists , but I t hink we could relate BJ'ld t hey 

mi~h di~ me . 

Q: How do you feel about the Jewish Defense League? 

A: You know, at times I really di~ t he Jewish Defense 

Leap-ue , but at times I really don ' t dip some of t he 

thin,:cs they do . 1 compare them to the White Panther 

Party evolvin~ into the Rainbow Peoples ' Party . That ' s 

what the J . D. L. 1s slowly doin~. And it ' s ~ood . 

Evolvin~ f r om throwin~ stones to solviny problems . You 'Te 

~ot to have the r i~ht crowbar or lever . You know , socio

lo~ical techniques. You ain ' t always ~oinp to win , but 

chan~e doesn ' t come overnipht . I hate to see the J . D.L. 

ruin th1n~s that they ' ve built up in peoples' minds by 

doin~ somethin~ violent and stupid . One incident can 

destroy all of the ~ood that they ' ve worked and strived 

for . And again, what 18 revolution? A r evolution of 

the mind is ~ood , but a revolution of the body- -hatin~ 

people and hurtinp, people is not . People listen to t he 

speaker and they don ' t hear what he says . 11hey 1 ve 

,lust g-ot all these feelin~s and emotions that they don't 

know how to let out . They ~o to work , and they hate the 

boss . 1'hey y.o home , and they have a fip:ht with t he wife. 

And they don't know how to let these feelin~s out . They 

build up and then they ~o to a meetin~ and t he speaker 
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riles them up. L1ke that ' s an old mill tary tactic . 

They pound t heir r1s ts and explode , because they have all 

t his pent up emotion . And what are t hey? They •re •yes 

people• . They don•t know what t hey ' r e doin~--a p:ood 

POrt1on of t hem. And theJ 're ■isled. So I p:ot pros 

and cons . I thinl< the J . D. L. 1 s name should be chanp;ed . 

Because right away , 11ke •White Panther• , • Jewish Defense• 

puts a lo or people up t 1p;ht . And you can do that . 

If you want to f1rht communism, f or examole , it doesn•t 

help to call your self a Nazi . 

Q: How do you reel shout irent1les? 

A: About ~ent1les? Well , how do I reel about people is the 

correct word . Because I have , unfor tunately , some thinp:s 

illed into me from childhood but belnir a ware of t hem, 

you know, I 'M aware or them--racial prejudices . I ' m 

not . I don ' t. see myself as a racist., disllkinp: someone 

for their ethnic backp:round. Althou~h , heh-heh, 1 dig 

beinp a Jew , man , which ls stranRe , I realize that a lot 

or t hese lies- - my parentr lied to me , a1thouirh they 

couldn ' t realize it , when they t hrew all of these hates 

into my head . It's a chain or command , and hopefully 

I can evolve out of it, and not do that wi th my children 

or the next reneration to come . People are people . 

They are not white; t hey are not black; they a r e not 

~reen; they are not p:entiles . They are oeople . 

Q: mha• br1n~s us to the next question: How do you feel 

~bout blacks? 
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A: Yea , o . k., i t ' s all the same thin~. 

Q: How do you feel about the outside Jewis h community? 

A: People who are into it--I ' ve never known any young people-

are t he older people . And t he7• r e really hun~ up and 

into their t hin~ . It ' s a very narrow thin~ , you know. 

But if it ' s good f or them, I don ' t see anything • . • yeah , 

it ' s beaut1ru1 . Everyt hin~ 1s beautiful in its own way. 

EYery thinv 1s relative . Ever ythin~ is r elative , man . 

I don ' t know how many youn~ people are 1nto Or t hodox 

reli~ion; why , I don ' t know about that either . Maybe 

it ' s like with mysticism. You know , say the r i~ht words 

and manipulate God around . For myself, 1 can ' t ,et 

cauFht up in one thinr--or I hope I won ' t , •cause t hen l 

become narrow. When you yet cau~ht up 1n one thinr , 

you 're turned a~ainst somethinv else . And that ' s not 

ri~ht , •cause as I say , ever yth1n~ •s beautiful, in its 

own way , and 1 ' s all -1-1- 1 -1 relative . Conservative 

1s like th~ ~ame thin~. As far as reli~ious practice 

~oes I feel the Cr thodox is very r el i ~ious , very i nto 

thei r thinr , and r eally understandinr what they 're doi~. 

I see the Conoervative Jew as quite hypocritical . 

Bi~~est thin~ that hur t me , or that I didn ' t understand , 

when I went to shul,was when people were ~oinr t hrou~h 

the prayer book , ,roin~ thr ou~h the service , and they 

didn ' t know what t hey were read1n~ . Now some of t hem 

are really davening but the rest •• •• like it ' s 'Boruch 

ataw ha-buh- buh- buh- buh . • Then , •shemo , • as t hey reco~-



- 80-

n1ze a word . ~an , 1 don ' t know what t hey ' re there 

for, man . It r ~al l y fucks me up . r don ' t know why 

they ' re there . You know, here t hey are , but they don ' t 

know what they ' re dolnir, or t he words , or why t hey ' re 

say1nv 1t, or Lhe 1nterpretat1on. And it. 1 s very hypo

cr1 t1cal . Now the Reform , I see the Reform as a new 

branch , and 1t ' e opposed t o my t radltlonel Leach1n~s 

t hat 1 ~ew up with 1n the Conservat ive . I ftrew up with 

t he talis and a yarmulkah . I went to the Reform church, 

and it '• funny . I call 1 t a chur ch and no a synairo,rue , 

that mav be s1~1f1ran~ --a &reu~ian slip? I don ' t know. 

But i t seems FtranPe to me . The one thin~ I really 

o1cked up , I miss the Hebrew words 1n th~ Rerorm. l 

re~l someth1n~ 1n the Hebrew words . The fi r st time I 

was ever 1n a Refor m chur ch was for someone ' s Bar Mitz

vah. and here ' s the Rabbi decked out 1n r el1t>:1ous s1~1f1 -

CBJ"Ce, and her~•s he kid decked out 1n .!!!ill and yarmulkah, 

and here ' s thP c-onP""re'1"et1on , decked out 1n NOTHING ! 11 

WhPre ' s the rela 1onsh1p , man? Why does he have this 

s~urr on and the con~rega 1on doesn ' t , you know? And 

so ~eform 1s very stran~e to me . So if you 're really 

voinv to ~et into the Jewish rel1~1on exclusively , really 

P."e' in o 1 and "" Or thodox . Recatise all the Reform 

pick up on ls ... you don ' t have to keep kosher but you 

have to keep he Hi~h Holidays . Where ' s t hat? 

Q: Know1n~ you as well a£ T do, I almost hate to ask you 

this q \1er 1 on , because we only have a s hort amount of 
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time left , but here roes: How do you feel about t he 

political Left? Try to be br ief . 

A: Bight ! About the political Left? I ' m a card- ca rryin~ 

memt>f'r. They ' r e my people , f r om McGovern and Kenned/ , 

who are reall y j ust Liber als to Jer ry (Rubin ) and Pr ee 

(Abbie Hoffman) . And John Sinclair (leader of the Ra in

oow Peoples ' Party or Ann Arbor , ~1ch1~an) is my brother . 

I don ' think I need ~o on . So ask me abou the R1~ht . 

Q: O.K. , t he Rivht? 

A: J don ' t believe in roin~ back 1n time . 1 he far ther 

Ri~h vou go , he far her back 1n time you ~o , and that ' s 

thei r whole doc r1ne . Bu I see t he Ri~ht as necessary . 

Yir. arid Yan~, the positive and neirat1ve forces ar e needed 

to keep each other 1n check . I'm , personally, not a 

far Lio ft 1st. 1 bell eve in revolution but only of the 

ind . People revolution--molecular revolut ion . And if 

vou want ~h8l'l~~. 1f you want revolution , you have to be 

on the Left . 

Q: Who do you like for President in ' 7?? 

A: Wow , wel l I have to vo a)on~ with ~cr.overn . I don ' t 

like Humphrey or rusk1e . ~ot that he (~cGovern) is the 

best of all worlds , but he ' s the best of all t he candi

datl!-11. 

~: How do you think Jews outside feel towards J e wish inmates? 

A : Nwrber one, I say t hat all people should be concerned 

w1 ~ Prisoners here . I don't feel t hat because I ' m a 

J ew na• t he outside J e ws owe me anythin~. But I do feel 
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t hat all people , Jews , everybody , should be concer ned 

with what ~oes on 1n prisons . You know, I suffer ed 

from t he myth , t oo . I felt I ' d be one of the only Jews 

here. Jews in prison? Impossible! All people have 

~ot to look--not just Jewish people--and say somethin~ 

has ~ot to be done . They ' ve ~ot to look a t it and see 

what . But , ri~ht, you can ' t make 1t in here like a 

resort . It shouldn ' t be a resort either . What is the 

answer? I t hink rehab ilitation is the answer. Twelve 

to ei~hteen months . But there ' s no rehabilitation ~oing 

on. So I don ' t think Jews out there owe Jews in here 

anythin~, except as people . Now I really dig the food 

packa~es and all , but they don ' t owe me nothin~. I did 

this to me. I ' m respons ible for myself and what happens 

to me . Sometimes I look in the mirror and say , • srunuck , 

what the hell are you doin~ here?• 

Q: Please identify the followin~ names, ter ms and holidays . 

A: Torah--the ancient scroll , the five books of ~oses 

roses --prophet , led the people out of Israel , received 

the Ten Commandments at Sinai 

Abraharn--a shepherd, the first Jew 

1almud--the complete works of Jewish commentary on 

every thin~ 

rtillel--"t o unto others• and up on the roof . Also it ' s 

like o~ r olle~e campuses 

~aimonide~-- t he ~reatest Jewish philosooher, wrote t he 

~. a theolo~ian 



-83-

Herzl--an early Zionis t 

Chaim Wei t zman--a pres ident of Israel 

David Ben Ouricn--was pril'M minister before Golda r.eir 

Abba Eban- - don ' t know who he 1s , but I ' ve heard him and 

he i s a far out speaker 

Golda ~eir--she 1s the pres ent Prime Minister; her real 

name is Meyerson 

Passove r - - exodus from EF}'pt 

Chanukah--feast of Li~hte, t he Maccabees ~ot t he oil 

for t he Temple lipht 

Purim--Haman ~ot hun~ , you use g:regers 

Shavuous --don ' t know 

Sukkot- -you build a booth , you use a lulav and ethrog, 

1 ' s the harvest festival 

Rosh Hashonah--New Year 

Yorn K1opur--Day of Atonement 

S1mchas Torah- -the rejo1c1np o r the Law where you parade 

around 
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Analvsis 

Mr. Calfin after t akinR" Allport , Ver non , a.nd Lindzey •s 

~ of Values scored hi~h on theoret ical and political 

values , avera ~e on r el i~ious aest heti c and social values , 

and very low on economic values . 

Marvin , or Marcus as he prefers to be called , is the 

lo'le hippie of t he S . P . S . l'I . ,Jewish community . He is out

Fo1n~ , hip , and f riendly with everybody . He has had poetr y 

oublished in sever al publications , both in and out of prison . 

He is well read 1n many areas , all of a somewhat esoteric 

nature; mysticism , theory of reH;ion, la.rn~ri - level philosophy , 

end revolut1onary literature . I found him to be the most 

personable of all the Jewish inmates , probably because of 

our r elated a~es and areas of interest . 

His Jewish 1den ity 1s reinforced by his •soiritual • 

nature , I 1s not so much Judaism , per se 1 tha.t 1ntri~ea 

him, hut the 1thole concent of rel1R"1on - 1n- s.eneral . His 

rel1~1on happens to he Judaism, so he attempts to deal with 

1t as part of his metaphysical beln~. He ls not so much 

relip.iously oriented as he is fasc1nat Pd by the effects of 

reliR"ious or ien~ation on other s . This is evident in his 

criticism of the three branches of Judaism . 

l"'.arcus has an 1ncredi ble e~o but he reco,ni.1zes it , and 

deals with it . ( •I t r y to be aware of 1t when I ' m dealin~ 

with people.•) He 1 s a c rusader, champ1.on1.nP' m1any causes , 

and this ~1ves him a certain individualism , 1.n a world where 

1t 1 s •1l1Sier to )ust. plod alon~ , markln~ time , ~rait.inp; t.o p:et 
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out . He views his imprisonment as an experience, an oppor

tunity to ,a-ow and learn. He has privat ely confided to me 

that the only thing wrong with prison is t he "lack of skirts . • 

This is, no doubt , a great oversimplification on his part, 

but I truly feel that this one individual does not resent 

his imprisonment . His one big area of naivet e, as revealed 

in this interview, is his reactions to the State of Israel . 

Like many ,'ROun~ Jews , Marcus is influenced by ~he glamorous 

image of the Israeli . He sees Israel as the almos t perfect 

state , marred only by its aggr essive nature . 

Marvin Calfin is definitely out of place in the prison. 

He is a c r iminal only by society ' s defini t ion: if you have 

her oin you are a criminal . This is not to say that possession 

of heroin is ~ood, ~ut rather that Marvin Calfin a t the time 

of his a rres t was no t hreat to his fellow man , except 

potentially . In short, he was made a criminal because of 

what society felt he mie:ht. do or become , not because of what 

he actually did . 

So far as his Jewishness is concer ned , ~arv in is typical 

of ma~y colle~e- a~ed Jews. His r oots are Jewish , but he i s 

explorin~--lookin~ for other means of expressing his spiri

tuality--and justi fyin~ his search by attributin~ his own 

lack of faith to Judaism ' s •narrowness• . Were he to t ake the 

same amount of t ime to exolore Judaism that he takes seekin~ 

out other "- isms• he might find what hP. is lookin~ fo r . 
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INTERVIEW FIVE 

Leonard Envleber ~ 
Afl,e: 26 
Offense : At tempted Possess 1.on of Heroin, B1reak 1.nEZ and Enter i n~ 

Question: Why are you a Jew? 

Answer: I believe because 1 was born a J,ew. 

Q: What was your parents religious back,:rr ound? 

A: They were Jewish , .. Or thodox. , . they followed the 

reli~ion •. • tradit1.on . 

Q: Tell me about yourself: Who are you? 

A: It ' s ••. that ' s a hard question to answer in t wo or 

three ~inutes . Uh , basically, l ' m just a.n avera~e indi 

vidual . Basic needs and functions or an avera,e indivi 

dual . Do you want me t o sro into detail about, •• Hmm ! 

1 , I don ' t really know how to answer it , because , ah, 

1 don't. know. 

Q: Where were you born? 

A: r.ont r eal, in Canada. 

Q: What was your parents economic backFtround? 

A: Uh ••• now, or •. ,well, middle class , I ' d say middle 

class people, ya know , now they are . Miy father ' s re

t ired now; he was a milk man for years . 

Q: What kind or an education have you had? Uh , no I never 

finished h1~h school , and as ror t he kind of education, 

uh, I feel, I felt I r eceived a poor ed.ucat1on. But 1. t 

wasn' t due to the schools I a t tended , but throu~h my 

own r1ede,-• . I completed the tenth irraLde. 
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Q: What kind of rel1 ~1ous education have you had? 

A: Well , I went t o Hebrew school . I attended (undercipher

a ble) and I had four years of Hebrew school , Bar Mitz

vahed and , uh , that's about the extent of my rel1~ious 

experience . 

Q: ~ere you or your parents ever members of a temple ? 

A: t,o, we attended, like on the Hi gh Holidays , but to my 

recollection we never were members . The Hebrew school 

l attended, you know, you had to pay to attend , and 

any youn~ Jewish child who wanted to attend was e11,tble . 

Q: Were anv of your relatives ot her t han your immediate 

family temple members? 

A: Yes . Uncl~s , aunts •.• they are now. Both sides of t he 

family . 

w'hy not your family? 

A: Uh , I don' t . • . money .. . well , I don ' t know. 

Q: Are you acquainte~ with any rabbis other t han throu~h 

the pr ison? 

A: Uh , yeah , uh Rabbi D (unclear) in Detroit . A Reform 

rabhi . And ther e ' s uh, let ' s see , uh , t here ' s , I ' m 

t ryin~ to think of , well . 

Q: How ts your reli~ion manifested in your life? 

A: Before 1 came her e , like I would at tend services on t he 

Hi~h Holidays . 1 would ~o wi t h the family and attend 

services. Rut I didn ' t attend regularly . And uh , you 

know, mnyhe I should have . I was livin~ on my own when 

l sr.rewed up. In here, uh, it's (Judaism has ) made me 
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realize what I could have participated 1n , 1n the streets . 

And I feel that 1f I would have, uh, become involved 1n 

a temple, t hen , uh , nine out of ten times I don ' t t hink 

I would have come here , to pri son . It ' s made me more 

aware . Now a lot of religion is a lot of crap but well , 

1r J had a closer cont act wi t h t he conir:re~at1on and a 

rabbi, in t he streets , uh, that , uh, you tend to follow 

a different path- - I ' m talkin~ about people rather than 

t he reli~ion in itself . 

Q: Why did you join the S. P. S. r . reli~ious community at all 

in that vou w~re not involved wi th rel1~1on • tn the streets• 

as you put i t? 

A: Uh, t o be truthful , like I Faid , on the Hiyh Holidays 

I 'd ~o wi th he family, all ri~ht, so i t isn' t t hat 

I ' ve ne~lec t ed t he relipion entirely. In here , where you 

are incarcerated and thPre isn ' t that much to do; t he 

minority ,rroup o~ the Jewish people in here--it ' s manda

tory t hat the few of uc in here should attend, and should 

t r y to $l1"8SP somethinr or the services hat are in here . 

You see , some of us have a harder time duckin~ r~li~1on 

•causP our nane •s ~ot •Jew• written on i t (e . ~ . En~leber~) . 

But i t ' & still up t o t he individual if he car es to 

participate or not . I know a J ew in Marque t te (Mich1~an) 

who c ame in and he's never a ttended any s ervices . So , 

I mean it 1 s up to t he individual . It ' s s omethin~. 

like ! sa ! d , ha t t here ' s so f e w of us t hat we should 

t ry to . • . uh . .. stick to~ether in whatever form we 
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can and uh , at t end1n,:r services , you kno~, 1t helps you 

1nwardly to . . . uh •• 11.ke when I atternded services, 

I find (sic) myself sayin~ maybe if you attended ser

vice-& 1.n t he streets as r egularly as you do in here , ya 

know , you wouldn ' t be here . 

Q: Thi s may have been answered , but hav1.np decided t o be 

"reli~ious • in S .P. S . M., why did you chc,ose J udaism? 

A: ' Cause I am a Jew. Oh, I see , you mean 11.ke .•. uh . 

bein~ Jewish 1n he r e 1s a drag and all . Well , yeah, 

but you have to do what ' s r1~ht . I ' m a J ew so I ' m Jew1sh 

1n here . Ne xt. t1me around , I ' 11 he Jew I. sh 1.n t he streets 

too . Or more Jewish anyway . 

Q: If you had the oppor tunity to speak with the 1.nfluen

t 1.al leader of a bi~ Jewish or~anizatio1, , what would 

you want to tell him? 

A: I don ' t kno• if I would say anyih1nl1' . ] mean , I ' m not 

a.~ e xt rovp~•, and l don ' t think I would be able to add 

anyth1n~ to thA conver sation that would really be 

pertinent enouph . I don ' t biel1eve I would say any t h1nf!: , 

Q: Describe the S . P . s . r . Jewi sh commun1ty . 

A: Uh , well , 1 don ' t feel trat the Je•ish 1population of 

S . P . :'.' •• sticks top-et.her as well as they have in t he 

past , You know, I mean , we 're all hum~n bein~s and we 

havP d1.ffrrent per sonalities . I mean , ione Jew likes 

sp0rts, and ano her i s an intellec t ual like Marx (Cooper ), 

and anothPr is a pambler. I don ' t f eel t hat they stick 

•or.~ther like they hav~ 1n the past . I've been here for 
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three years. Before, if a Jew had a pr oblem, whatever, 

a personal problem or not , and he went to t he Rabbi ' s 

office, and there was a couple of Jews in ther e , uh , you 

wouldn ' t feel reluctant to kick the problem a round , you 

know , to talk about it , and you would r eceive some kind 

of advice or consolation. But I don ' t feel that it 's 

like that now. No disrespect to Rabbi Slavkin (previous 

Jewish Chaplain) , but Rabbi Chester is very decent , a 

human being . Rabbi Slavkin didn ' t want the job at all; 

i t was pushed on him and all , but he accepted it. Rabbi 

Chester, however , is new and doesn ' t seem to know t he ropes 

yet (after a year) . So even though I didn ' t like Rabbi 

Slavkin , perso~lly , he did a better job of counselling. 

The best Rabbi we ever had was Rabbi Shapiro (before 

Rabbi Slavkin). He would fight for the Jews . You don ' t 

find t hat any more . 

Q: What Jewish interests do you have? 

A: Jewish interests .. . . in what respect? You mean toward 

reli,ion? Jewish inter ests , uh , Jewish girls? Jewish 

food? I di~ Israel, like every Jew, but seein~ as how 

we ' re not there to participate, I mean , as far as study

in~ and readin~ about Israel's progress and the situation 

with Israel and Eizypt , yeah , you know, I ' m interested 

in tha t . I believe every Jew should be . 

Q: How do you feel about the Jewish Defense League? 

A: It's a very ,very worthwhile or~anization . It hasn ' t 

received its full recogni tion as a , well , t hey don ' t 
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realize how really powerful an orp;anization it is , and 

how i t will be in times to come. And I feel it will be 

in t imes to come , uh, i t ' ll go over big. 

t hink t hat they advocate ~ood thinkin~. 

Myself , I 

The goals that 

t hey are striving to achieve are worthy positions . In 

t ime--naturally it ' s going t o take time to strai~hten 

out . Eventually it will achieve their purpose . Thei r 

proble~ 1n beinp; accepted 1s Jews not wantin~ to be 

1nvol ved: not carinp; one way or another . •rhey • re not 

aware . It 's people 11vin~ in subur bia not carinr what 

~oes on in t he inner c i ty . That ' s exactly what t he 

situation ls. You lmow, they (Jews in s uburbia ) s ay, 

•Let t hem (J . D. L. ) continue to f1p;ht,• bul they don ' t 

help or say anythin~ . 

Q: What do you feel towards rent1les ? 

A: Well , they 're people, just 11ke anyone else . That ' s 

about it. ~here ' s no hatred--animosity . 

Q: How de you reel about blacks~ 

A : Uh , that ' s the .•• I was never pr e,)udlced unt11 I ca.me 

to orison . And, I believed everybody was equal and had 

an opportunity to be jud~ed by t hei r ability, and not 

hy the color of t heir skin . And I had thi s f eel inp;--

I was raised wi th this attitude. And then upon my arrival 

here 1n S. P. s . r ., cer t ain situations that didn ' t occur 

to me oersonally but occurred to other white boys made 

my atU. t udes and feelini:s chanJ?e . Situations where , uh, 

' here would be ten or t welve blac k men j ump on one whi te 
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guy , th1nk1n~ that this was a pr est1~e th1n" or I don ' t 

know what . You know it ' s a role reversal of t he ou t 

side . It ' s like we 've ~ot a little Mississippi here 

w1th the roles reversed . The prison population being 

what it 1s , the whi te F'UJ'S are the blacks and the blacks 

are the whites. It does bad th1n~s t o 1our head . But 

as I said , there ' s a r eason ror it: the r ole r eversal 

because of the numbers (of blacks as opposed to whites) . 

They use the excuse that they ' ve been prisoners and slaves 

for so many hundreds or years, yeah, well so have t he 

Je ws . And 1 don ' t see firteen or t wenty JewE jumoin~ 

on a guy . ~o , uh , t ha 1s a weak excuse , you know. 

Be~ause six hundred million (sic) Jews wer~ killed and 

we still strive ror identity without JUl'lpinv on a l!lJY . 

True , we're not treated ac bad as the blacks , but, you 

know, I hink they br in~ e lot or this on themselves . 

If you ac 11k~ an an1~al you ~lon,r 1n a zoo . But you 

don ' t ~o ricY1n~ on the other animals . 

Q: ~ha 1s your fPelinF toward the outside Jewish community? 

A: Well , thP Crthodox , well , my parents were Orthodox , 

yeah , rivht, so how do I view ~hem? Uh , well , now that 

he world 1s chan~inY and 1~ more or less liberal than 

t.Pn vears a~o , uh , the Orthodox, I have really noth1n~ 

to say for or a~alnst them . They follow the tradition 

with strict P"Uidel1nes and , uh , in a way I have a lot 

o~ ~cFoect for ~his because I car see how t radition 

over the cen~uries ha~ been passed down , so I have a 
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lot of respect for it , but I myself am a Reformed (sic) 

Jew, and, uh , and I like the Reformed r eligion, uh , 

religious aspect of t he religion better because I believe 

if you don ' t understand the Jewish religion you can 

n-asp more out of the Refor med background than the Ortho

dox . Anybody wi t hout any , uh, concept of the Jewish 

religion going into an Orthodox syna~ogue , and listening, 

would be completely lost . But he can come into a 

Reformed and more or less understand the procedures , 

and what is t r ying to he said; what the Rabbi is t rying 

to say to the congre£ation. Now, the Conser vatives, I 

don ' t know. They ' re t r ying to be Orthodox and Reformed. 

I don ' t know a Conservative, so I don ' t know a lot 

what they ' re like . 

Q: How do you s tand politically? 

A: Politics themselves are played off what they think t~e 

people want to hear . Politics for me is a farce . I 

don ' t really know the individuals involved so I don ' t 

know if he believes what he ' s speaking to the voters 

for the vote . That ' s why I don ' t even like to discuss 

polittcs . There ' s a lot of t hings in the Left that I 

like. If i was runnin~ I 'd conduct my platform on their 

political speakin£s , Uh , but then , yo~ know, like I 

say it ' s a game . They're playin~ it like a game- - a 

strate~ic battle against the Right win£ . And the Ri£ht 

is doing the same number on the Left . Now if I had to 

choo~e, I ' d have to go with the Left , because the Bi~ht 
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hates my •• , type . It ' s a shame that they can ' t . well, 

t hey can ' t ~et toirether, heoause both s ides ~ot some 

~ood views. I don ' t think t hey want to in the fi r st 

place . But if the people want to, they should ~et to

~ether and come up wi th somethin~ in the middle , 

Q: What do you think 1s the outside Jewish community ' s 

attitude toward Jewish prisoners and how do you account 

for it? 

A: Well. like t here ' s t hree viewpoints . One l;U,Y says , 

•·rhere •s no Jews in prison.• One iz-uy says, •Don't hassle 

me--I don ' t want to know .• Another P'VY , who knows, says . 

• '"hey irot in on t heir own choice-- lt-t them rot , man . • 

There ' s three kinds , really . I mean it ' s funny that 

fellow Jews could be astounded-- that a Jew couldn ' t 

be in here . And then , uh, the ones: •r don ' t want to 

hear about it,• well, t hey don ' t wan t to know about 

anythin~. And t he •Por p-et about ' em• ~roup ri,ures 

he ' s t he bad apple in the barrel so he ' s p:arbap:e. Throw 

him out. So 88 far as all three of them are concerned , 

I believe if they were made more aware, and if they be-

came involved . I mean mos t of them wouldn ' t even attempt 

o hecome involved . You know. they ~ot t heir own life 

t o lead and. uh, •1 1m sorry to hear that they 're in 

prison, but . • I mean I had an experience in •68 

when I came here ror assault and battery a~ainst a police 

offir.rr whi ch I did not do . He was busting us. man.and 

I co11l dn ' t move. Like I was not what you would call in 
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control . So 1 couldn ' t have hit him. He j ust ~ot in 

he way of my body in motion, you know . Ripht, I had the 

dope , but no way I attacked t he (l;UY , Anyhow, I had a 

copy of my transcript s ent to the uh •. ,what was t he name 

or it . •• I can ' t even remember the name •• . Grossman 

was a t that time the president of lt •• • in Detroi t . 

whatever •• . whew! And , uh , I ~ot a letter back and he 

said that a le~al staff had looked at it and they felt 

that a ,::-ross injustice had been done and they would do 

everythinv 1n t heir power to ..• and he would be up here 

in the near ruture and blah- blah , when h~ came up four 

months later , for a few minut es , he said , •Well , I don't 

know what we can do . • And I said, •Well , f rom your 

letter, you indicated that you were ~oln~ to do every

thin~. ~ So he said , •well , I ' ll talk with your a~torney, 

and if he needs any helo. • • And I said, •Naturally 

he needs help or I wouldn ' t be here , • So 1n essence 

what he said w&s, •When you ~et out , drop by , and I'll 

vet you a job s weepin~ floors . • ~errific. Yeah , he 

owns that Grossman Realty in Det r oit . And you know 

there ' s another kind of Jew outside . The one who says 

we ' re all in here for embezzlin~ •cause he feels that he , 

~r . nood-Jew couldn't do violence; couldn't brin~ himself 

to turn out someone ' s li~hts. Th1s isn ' t a qualifica

tion of his make- up. I think anyone who is pushed far 

enou~h ~an h~ violent . Also the fruY outside draws a 

distinction etween a ~uy who poes around murderinp and 
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raping and a guy who comes home and finds his wife making 

it with someone and kills t hem both . But it ' s all the 

same . Violence is just vi olence . That ' s all . In a way 

though , J ews are different . Jews who kill usually do~ •t 

plan to , it just comes off . Most of the Jews in on mur

der are not premeditated. They did it •cause of circum

stances . As far as a Jew just burning and looting and 

killin~, I don ' t think you ' ll find this. The Jews that 

I ' ve know maybe one or two cases where allegedly they 

were supposed t o have with malice and forethought have 

killed somebody. Like Hyman up in Marquette . He was a 

little tipsy . We won ' t elaborate . But he was a nice 

~Y who could be t alkin~ to you and he ' d suddenly decide 

your head would look better c r ushed in . But tha t was 

a mental disorder . It had t o be .• . it had to be . 

Q: Please identify the fol l owin~ names , t erms, and holidays . 

A: Torah--the Jewish scroll 

Moses--Jewish pr ophet 

Abraham--another Jewish prophec 

Talmud- -don• t know 

Hillel--don' t know 

Maimonides --don ' t know 

David Ben Gurion--a Prime Minister of Israel 

Chaim Weitzman--a Jewish philosopher 

Herzl--writer 

Abba Eban--don 1 .. know 

Passover- - Jewish holiday- - Pesah-- when t he Jews came out 



or bonda~e 1n E,rvpt 

Chanukah--J,,.w1Sh hol1day--when Jerusale111 rell and the 

011 w1th the ~enor ah 

Pur1m- -don•t know 

ShaYUOUS--don ' know 

Hosh Hashonah--New Year 

Yo~ Kippur-- the o•her H1gh Holiday , like confession 

1sha B' Av - -do~ ' t know 

S1mcha.q Torah--tha t ' c where t hey carry the Torahs aroWld 

and you kiss 1t . 

Any clos1n~ s ate~ent? 

A: The only th1nF 1 ' d 111<e to aay to the ,Jew Uh people , who 

will 1n t 1 e reco,n1ze all th1s, 18 to t ake some time 

to stop and consider that so e or thes1! J e ws who are here 

need help, and 1r they thems~lvcs are lndividually unable 

to help t hey m1,r.ht form so111e k1nd of ci::imm1 ttee to ht>lp . 

o y knowledr.-e ► here 1s no Je•d sh orP"-an1zat1on help1np 

Jewish Prisoners or who you can appeal to . And t hey 

should become aware and become lnvolved . ~ecause 1t ' s 

not ~oin~ to hurt them. Becauce wear,,. i ncarcerated at 

preser.~ doesn ' t mean we ' re always ~o1n~ to he incar cer

ated . We ' re ~o1r'° +o t r y to establish ourselves as F"OOd 

citizens uoon relPase . At leas~ I am . And I'd say that ' s 

the ~eneral reelln~ amon~ the Jewish prisoners that 

I have Ep0ken to . So I ' d ,\ust like them to stop and 

take into con&1derat1or thot there aro Jews 1n pr ison annd 

they do need help. 



- 98-

Ana lys i s 

Mr. En~leber g t es t ed avera~e i n economic and r eligious 

values , and low in theoretical , aesthe tic, social , and 

political values . (see Alport , Ver non , and Lindzey •s ~ 

of Values , Jrd ed., N. Y., Houghton- ~i fflin Co ., 1960) 

The subject appeared , at times , to be t elling me what 

he thought I wanted to hear . (see questions-- "How is your 

r eligion manifested in your life? " and "Why did you join the 

S . P. S. M. reli~ious community?•) The subject appeared to have 

a low opinion of himself as evidenced by remarks such as , 

"My poor education was throu£h my own ne~lect, • and, "1 

don ' t think I would be able to add anythin~ to the conver 

sation .• He is soft spoken and rat her why and is not one 

of t he "leader s " of t he Jewish community a t S . P. S. M •• 

Mr . En~leber~•s Jewish identification seems t o be very 

self- servinv. His Jewish interests are •rood , " 0 rirls , • and , 

as an afterthou~ht "Israel . " He was one of the few t hat did 

not disavow the violent actions of the Jewish Defense League . 

He claims he is "Reformed" because it is easier to irrasp 

Judaism throu~h t he Beform movement than throu~h Orthodoxy . 

Unlike most of his fellows , Mr . En~leber~ claim~ t o 

accept ~entiles . ~owever , like the other , he admi t s pr e

judice toward ~he bla~ks , and blames t his on his experiences 

in prison . He has a lot of hostility towards t he blacks and 

he justifies his hostility with t he statement that Jews have 

lt just as ~ou~h as blacks , but don ' t react to their situation 

like blac~s do . His opinions on how the outside community 
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views Jews 1n prison seems to be taken stra i~ht from con

versations he has heard: he is not reportin~ his own views , 

but those of others . His political opinions are not in keeping 

with those of the rest of the Jewish inmate population: he 

disavows both the political r1~ht and the left . He claims 

not to care much for politics , and t his was reflected in his 

teat scores . 

Mr . En;rleber~ is not typical amon~ lhe Jewish inmates . 

He does not identify as stron~ly with Judaism as his fellows . 

He ls Jewish in prison because it ~ives him protective 

colorin~, so to speak . He can blend into a ITT'OUP and dls

anpear . He seems to be t he sort of person who is a loner , 

but doesn ' t want to be alone and at the same time doesn ' t 

want to be reco~ized . By joinin~ lhe Jewi sh community he 

has accomplished a sort or identity wi th anonymity . He can 

be by hi~self , and yet has friends if he feels like openin~ 

up. His main Jewish contact has been the rabbi , but he feels 

that the new cnanlain , Rabbi Chester , is somehow not doin~ 

his joh . ilh._v he feels this way is unclear . He seems to 

resent the fact that Rabbi Chester has not recop-nized his 

needs --whalever they mi~ht be , 

In conclusion , the subject ' s Jewish knowledge ts paor. 

His sense of Jewish identity is weak r elt~tously, and he 

worries about 1t . Hi s desire to be identified with t he 

,f.,.wish prison communi ty 1s st ro11$' for social reasons: he 

has few friends even amon~ the Jews . I t hink he would try 

to a.vo id ,Jewish identification were it not for this fact . 
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( •Some of ua have a har der time duck1n~ reli~1on •cause our 

nam~•s ~ot ' Jew • written on it . •) 



Steve Disner 
Mte: 21 
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INTERVIEW SIX 

Offense: Possession of Heroin , Ar111ed Robbery 

Quest ion: Why are you a Je w? 

Answer: I don ' t know how to answer that. Because my rolks 

were Jews . When 1 was thirteen I was Bar Mtzvahed . 

Q: What was your parents rel1~1ous back~round? 

A: lfh, I ' d say it was Conservative . Both. 

~: What kind or an education have you had? 

A: Well , I'd say the type or education was, uh, rair. 

Because it was s ubjects you had to take to stay in school . 

6u~ I started takin~ school here and ii ' s all ri~ht . 

I w&11 to take an Associates Deirree here . Psych . 

Psych and socioloP:.V, 

Q: What kind of reli~ious education have you had? 

A: I wen t o H~brew school for about thr ee, three and a 

hal r yea rs • 

Bar M1tzvaht'd. 

1nce 1Q61 I haven ' t had any. But I was 

Q: Have you ever been associated with any temple? 

A: lfh , yeah. Wait . Shirey Shamay1m , (probably Shaare 

Shamayim) Detroit . In Detroit . Gates of ••• somethin~ , 

I don ' t know . r.y parents are members . My relatives 

are members too . All the way around . 

O: Are you close to any rabh1 in your temple or elsewhere? 

A: No . 

Q: Hew 1~ your rP.11~1on manifested in your life? 
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A: Well, I ' m, uh , proud I 'm a Jew. I f some ~uy says some 

slan~ words ••. I don ' t want to say t hem .• . in here , 

well , I 've ~ot to take t hem. I can ' t ge t mad . But I 

don ' t like it. I just have to sit back and accept it 

thou~h, because otherwise • • • Well, otherwise when 

I was on the street ••• holidays and everything. 

Q: Why did you decide to affiliate yourself wi th the reli

gious community at S. P. S . M. ? 

A: Uh , why? Yeah . ' Cause it ' d be helpful . Help me . 

' Cause I didn ' t have anyone here . Had to help myself . 

Yeah . Uh . Me . It was an experience, too , A helpful 

experience. Uh , that ' s about all I can say . 

Q: Why did you decide to affiliate with the Jewish reli~ious 

community at S . P. s . r.. ? 

A: Why? yeah , well, why? ' Cause , uh, I ' m a Jew and . 

I 've ~ot friends over there .•• in the chapel . 

Q: A leader of a bi~ Jewish com.mittee is visitin~ the prison . 

A: 

What would you -.,ant to tell him? 

Uh, about how screwed up thin~s is? 

at, I 'm in the psychiatric clinic . 

Well, uh , where I ' m 

You know, like it ' s 

a s~ame. We have t o do &t uff we're told from other in

mates . It ~oec on just t wenty hours a day . Just , ' Do 

~his, do that .' Uh , it ' s a shame , ' cause like half o~ 

t hese guys are only here for maybe like three, four 

months , and here I am, ya know, if I don' t do it , they, 

uh , they , uh , they , uh, three of them hold you and they 

n1- you . And they put you up there in the slam.mer. The 
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slammer up ther e , Top S1x , is just a solid concr ete room . 

You know, like I feel it ' s a shame , •cause llke 1f some 

h1vh-up 1n,1ys on the str eet were aware of what happens 

up here, t here would be a scandal . Be a sur e enough 

scandal . 

Tell me who you are; Who are you? What are you? What 

~oes on 1n your head? 

A: I ' m a Scorpio , I ' m easy ~Oi?l$l , Uh, s oft-hearted, you 

know. Well, 1 like stereo--rock . • . 1 t ' s hard . I 

can di~ it . Pr iend.ly , kind. I don ' t have any hobbies . 

It ' s kind or towrh havinr a hobhy , es~ecially here . Uh , 

and I ' ve ~ot another year, year and a half. Wow, r , 

uh , 1 ' shard . This ls mess1nF me up real ly •.•. bad . 

I ' m ~o1nF out not the same way I come i n . I vuess the 

word 1s harder. •cause like here, 1~ you ' re a sheep, • . 

ya know , like you ~et . . . 1 me811 , I 've expressed how I 

feel, s ee, what happens up t here (1n Psyc hiat ric Ward, 

•Top s1x•) is if you express how you reel like I 'm no 

sheep and I can't just accept 1 how it ls . But I ' ve 

FOt to protec myself . 

Q: "'here were you bor n? 

A: Detroit, ~1ch1~a.n . 

Q: What social cl ass would you say your people come from? 

A: Oh, I ' d say upper c lass , we ' re upper class . (His father 

ls q\1lte wealthy . ) 

~: v~sc~1be t he S . P. S . M. J ew1sh community . 

A: Uh , 1t ' s interestlnv . A bunch or hip guys . You know, 
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everybody understands everybody . There ' s no hatr ed or 

anyth1n2 ln our , uh , ,n-oup. Nothin« except , you know , 

family squabbles . That ' s about it . Hey , everything is 

all ri~ht . You know, we have services for a half hour 

every Saturday mornin~. Now that we have a full - t ime 

rabbi , Yeah, he's out or sight. 

Q: What Jewtsh interests do you have? 

A: WAll, I di~ Israel . I follow it in the newspapers . 

Q: 

A: 

lt ' e a s hame , you know, that there ' s so much, uh , hatred 

towards the J ews . But you know, 1f I lert here I m1,rht. 

~o to Israel . I could stay there haupily ever after. 

Bu~ I don't know if I ' ll do it or not . I have to have 

some money in o r der to ~o there . 

How do you feel about the Jew18h Defense Lea~e? 

Well , 1 think that they have a cause tha 1s out or s1p:ht, 

but I think 1 f they'd slow down wi th all the 11':uns and 

smoke hombs and ever yth1n,r they'd do better. They 're 

steerin~ he wrong way. 

Q: How do you feel about blacks? 

A: When I was on the street, I didn't have any , you know, 

hatred , but , like , since I 've been here , there ' s more 

of a hatred . You know, all of them , like a ,rroup, t hey 're 

really super toup:h and hey hassle you and ,every thin;-; . 

Uh , that•s r eally 1t . You hate blacks , but not blacks 

(some, not al 1) . 

Q: How do you feel about Jews on the outside? 

A: Or hodox Jews , I don't ~et off on them . My folks are 
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Conservative . So am I. I never could understand the 

Rerorm. Like services here are or necessity Reform , and 

y~t I ' m accepted . Like they don ' t see no d ifference 

between them and me . Maybe ther e 1s no difference , uh, 

well, like maybe not . 

Q: How do you stand politically? 

A: The Left ls messed up . Nowher e . The Ri~ht is doin~ 

what is beat for them and is hurtin.p; , uh , a t the same 

t ime, other PToups . Like , uh, t heir , you know, uh , 

st.reet bobs , uh, 1t ' s dumb o ,:-o up t3Fainst the screws 

wi t h all their fTUJ)B . Like I ' m 1n the middle now. Now , 

r1aht now, who do I like for President? Nobody . No

body . Nobody 18 tn the m1ddle . So am I , s,o I am for 

nobody . Nobody ror Pres ident. 

Q: How do you t.hink Jews outside feel about Jeiws in prison? 

A: Like, I feel that since we 're in here, ot her individuals 

out there say , you know, •Screw ' em . • And 1we can 't 

speak up, uh, say an:,thinjr . We're 1n a touiir:h situation . 

L1ke I reel if we had some more stren~th on the outside , 

we wouldn ' t be here . 

Q: Please ldentlt'y the followinv names , terms , and holidays . 

A: ~orah--1 t ' s t he main hook 

l"osea--he ~ot the commandments on t he mounti:tln 

Abraham--he was one of God' s right-hand men 

~almud--that's , wow, I don't know 

Hillel--! t hink it ' s over in Israel 

Ben iur1oo--he was the President of Israel 



Herzl-he was one or the rirst Pr esidents or Israel 

W~izman- -don ' t know 

Abba Eban--don ' t know 

Golda Meir--she ' s the Prime Minister of I~r ael now 

PMsover--t he eeder , the holiday when t he Jews had to 

have , uh , i t had s omething to do wi t h the rood , t he 

bread . I Ff()t to dl~ way back , uh , Ep-ypt and s laver7. 

Chanukah--the festival of lights 

Purlm--uh , wai t , yeah ! Haman--t aschenl 

Shavuous - - don ' t know 

Sukkot- - ! think it's w1t h t he, you know. (restures as 

1f holdlnr lulav and e t hrog; shakes it at four 

compass points) 

Rosh Hashonah-- the Hi~h Holiday 

Yom Kinpur--the other one 

What •~ the difference between the t wo?- - Rosh Hashonah i s 

the New Year . Yom Kippur ls the Day of Atonement . 

Simhat Torah--1t' s the holiday when you eat a candy apple . 

Ri~ht. We did it at Hebr ew school . 

Q: Any clos1n~ remarks? 

A: Like, uh • • • what the world needs l s more love , and t hat ' s 

the answer . That's all . 
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Analysis 

r. D1sner 1s a patient in "Top Six~ or the psychiatric 

Plock at S. P.S. r . • His condition made i t almost impossible 

to adm1n1ster the~ or Values . The t r eatment he is 

receivir.~ is almost unbel1eveable . He is bein~ ~iven amphe

tamines and barbituates in alter natin~ succession. The theor y 

ts that t he •downers • keep him quiet and the •uppers• keep 

him rrom bein~ over ly lethar ~ic . Other inmates describe 

t~e t r eatment as beinr tied to a child ' s yo- yo . I have had 

the occasion to alk with Steve ' s rather, who is an extremely 

ohservan· Conservative Jew. His story is that his son rell 

into bad comuany that led him in o c rime. The story seems 

substantiated by the record. Steve D1sner is a scared kid 

when comnared to other prisoners his a~e at S. P. s . r . . 

J udaism, ror St.eve , represents an escape . ?or a rew 

hours every Saturday mornin~ he 1s released from he horrors 

or •~op Six- and Joins r~lati vely normal people , some or 

who are near his a~e . Hls views on blacks, the J . D. L., and 

Jsr aPl are typical or mos t of the Jewish inmates . He is 

tryin~ to fit in to a situation that he cannot cope with 

as best he can . 
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INTERVIEW SEVEN 

Soule Dowlin~tzon 
AEre: 42 
Offense : ~urder I 

Question: Why are you a Jew? 

Answer : Well , I was born a Jew and I believe in Judaism . 

Q: What was your parents ' religious backjZ'T'ound? 

A: Both of t hem was Jewish , of Jewish backjZ'T'ound . My father 

he was of the old country . Judaism is all I been tau~ht . 

Q: Tell me about yourself . 

A: Well , firs t of all, if he knows I know the Shema or 

Passover , the sacr ed parts , that is, one would know I 

is Jewish . ' Cause one who isn't, doesn ' t know. 

Q: No , I mean other than your reli~ion; what is Soule 

like? 

A: Well , it ' s kind of a tricky question . I thou~ht you 

meant how would a person know I was Jewish . 0 . K. , well , 

I don ' t know how to answer that . I am me . You knows 

me by how I conducts myself . 

Q: Where were you born? 

A: Monrovia, in .. . t hat ' s near Pasadena, where I attended 

synairoirue . 

Q: What was your parents ' economic back~round? 

A: Huh? Oh , you mean how t hey lived? He was a detective 

on Homicide , and my mo ther, when she did work, she was 

a receptionist . 

~ : What kind of education have you had? 
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A: Oh, I would say , it ' s not .. , it would be between high 

and low, \n the same way Rerorm stands between Orthodox 

and Conservative , I finished t welf th fn"ade 1n school-

hi~h school . 

Q: Wha kind or r e l1~ious education have you had? 

A: I haven' t had as much as I should have for the simple 

reason I was pushed, Speal<in~ in the terms of pushed , 

my mother bein~ a British subject , some people determined 

her a lot as an Italian , and some as an Indian . She had 

a poldish color . On account of this, I suppose I was 

on he dark Bide . At times when l was small th1s caused 

eonrltct . I wasn ' depr ived , but I was pushed thr ou~h , 

you know what I mean? r.any thinps t hat you can sense . 

~ut I w~nt to Jewish school . It was a lonp trip between 

Pasadena and Los An~eles. 

Q: Have you had any temple affiliation? 

A: I ' ve always Bttanded servlces , even on the outside, and 

l ' ve never m1fts~d P.ver since I ~ot in here . Unless I 

was sick . All my relatives on my father's side was 

temple people . I ' m not too familiar wi t h my mot her ' s 

side ' cause she was the only one that was in this coun

~ry. (ThP. mother was horn on a boat between Braz11 and 

Br itish f,uiana. ) 

Q: Have you had associations with any rabbis other than Rabbi 

fhes~Pr (Jewish Chaplain)? 

A: well, ves , there 1s Rabbi Schwartz , dowr, Louisber ~; 

irolo~er~ out in Pasadena, at leas t he was . I could pr ob 
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ably name hundreds of them. 

Q: How is your religion manifested in your l i fe? 

A: You want both s i des , the good and the bad? It ' s affected 

me in many ways . First of a l l , a per son that have been 

conver ted Jewish , I don ' t feel he can have the fee l in~ 

for a br other , of a person who is born Jewish . He don ' t 

know the suffering . You know, you take t he lar ge part 

of the Jewish people , even if they don ' t like you , they 

don ' t do no t hing against you . They don ' t stab you in 

t he back . If t here is something to be contributed , even 

if they don ' t like you, you are going to be the one they 

choose . In institutions we are the minori ty of the 

minority in-oups and we are t r eated different . But on 

t he outside t his also effects one . I ' m not ashamed of 

being Jewish . I ' m proud of i t . I reads a lot on it , 

and i t ' s .1ust something that's bor n into one; a feelin,,

tha t one have , and he don ' t get away from it . He mi~ht 

bury it for a short period of time or durin~ a short 

period of time , but it is just something that is buried 

deep into him . 

Q: Why did you elect to join a r eligious community a t S. P. S. M. ? 

A: eecause I believes in J udaism . Sure , and the door ain ' t 

never been closed on me ' cause of my color . 

Q: A leader of a powerful Jewish agency i s visiting S . P. S. M . • 

What do you want to tell him? 

A: First thing that I personally woul d t ell him is t he con-

dition of the prisoner s , the Jewish prisoners . I ' m speak-
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1n~ strictly f r om the Jewish standpoint . I t hink thi s 

part espec ially . I would ans we r (his) questi ons that 

would help. Or maybe speak about thinQ"s that would help 

t he Jewish prisoners . rany peoples a r e asleep. They 

seem t o ror ~et about t hei r br o t hers when t hey are here 

( in prison) . Like Herzl , when he was convicted in 1904 

or t r eason. He wasn ' t yu1lty of treason , bu t only or 
Min~ a Je w. (Probably a confused reference to t he 

Dreyfuss Affair . ) And let ' s race 1.t. , in many parts o f 

t he country , people are r eated differ ently . Not 1n your 

metropolitan areas , but when t hey ~e N-yond , I would 

aay , the ~hetto . When l use he wor d ~hetto , I mean t he 

(,re w1sh) comnw,1ty , and th1r.vs are really roua-h , and I 

hlnk many peoples \n our s oc iety have forvotten about 

us . i her~•s very little avai lable to us, like here we 

can not as much as e t azoozahs ( ~ezuzot) . I t ried to 

purchase so,..e . 

Descr ibe th~ • • P, S. M. J ewish communi t y . 

A: Now 1 would say it ' s about sixteen . And it s~em to be 

a conflict with the la~Q'P.at per c~nta ve . And when I ' m 

speak1n~ the t~rm •1ar,es percentage• , it ' s usually 

derived f r om thP. youn~est ones , I think it ' s a lack or 
r.ommun1cat 1on . 5o!'le .. h1nj:" . It ' s ,jus t different . It ' s 

almoct unvolievable to see the way ones treat one another 

1n h~re . They •s spl it up in t hree ~oups . Firs t p-roup, 

t hey believe and t hey pract i ce what they believe . The 

second irroup , I don ' know what . It comes from one f or-
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«ettln~ who he a r e , and t r yin~ to ident i fy with someone 

el se . He t r yln~ to make specials . Cuttin~ one , stabbin~ 

anothe r one in the back . And t he one ln t he middle he 

stands neutral. The second group 1s conflictin~ to t r y 

to Fet your position . They ' l l con.n1Te , and stab other 

brothers ln the back. As I say , 1 considers the Jewish 

people closer than any nation or any nationality , any 

peoples in the world , But you not iroin~ to run across 

all rood; you ~oin? to run across this . And r think the 

reason this heppens in here is because of feelin~s that 

nre tryinv to be saved . I think one needs to he told , 

•Look , it ' s ~oin~ to be like this , here. We ~oin~ t o sit 

dow . we ~oinv to ~et alony . • I th ink that sometimes 

it comes to this , that one must understand . And as far 

as to~etherness is concerned I'd say tha ninety-nine 

percen ls to~elher . Eut not to~e t her in toFetherness . 

~: ~hat particularly Jewish interests do you have? 

A: I wants lo vo back to the old country . I wants to help 

build our r.ation back up where it belon~s , such as , I 

would like to contribute my time in the field of Armed 

Services , trees . In other words, in the field of not 

what you would say ~social work•, but 1n the field of , 

you know, charity: helpirw. , providin~. You know we 

can help in many ways, but nothin~ takes the place of 

money and experience . This is one of my ~reatest amb1-

Are you referrinp to Israel; the concept of Jewish state-
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hood" 

A: - hat ' s ri~ht . 

~: How do you feel about the Je"1.sh Defer.se Leain.ie? 

A: I feel it ' s a ~ood league . But it ' s not do1?1$l what 

1~ could be . I reel there ' s a link ~issin~ in the chain 

someplace . It ' s not to~ether in to~ethernesa . They ' re 

doin~ a lot , hut sometimes a lot is not eno\,IJlh . Some

times Pivin~ a fe w hours or a few dollars , th1s some

t imes 1s not enou~n . Sometimes 1t needs ~ivlnr one's 

self , and more . Because you ,cot so many hundreds or 
children who needs homes , who needs rood , who t.eeds educa

t lon . I ' a believer that the Jewish peoole ' s like the 

lndlans, the blacks. They •s al ways ~oin~ to be like 

this unless thev keep their educa ional standard.8 up. 

If t hey continue spllttinp they•s goln~ to rall . I ' m 

a fina believer that no converted Jew is a real Jew. 

I ' ll pu• lt that wa1 . t •m not opposed to mixed ~arr l~e 

but there •us be aneement for the children . I think 

hUllan bPin~s 1s like animalR-- lf you come from a ~ood 

breed, this ls whst •s ~oin2 lo happen . It was Ellis 

that discovered t hat man co~e f r om the monkey . Albe r t 

Einstein, he discovered the sp11 in ti e . Si und Fr eud , 

he sroke of he wo minds . (The sub.1Pct rambled on 

endlessly. The point he was tryinF to Make is that t he r e 

are two parts of the mind . One part is cont rolled and 

tlf'! other par .. is not controlled . When a an converts , 

thP UJ"'~on·rolled part or hie ind remain6 in the fi r st 



- 114-

rel1~1on . This 1s why no convert 1s a real Jew. ) 

~: What ls your at 1~ude towards ~entiles? 

A: ( Sh1ly) It I s not too p:ood. 

Q: Do you want to elaborate on tha t? 

A: I feel one should feel free to believe 1n wha he be

lieves in. But my belief of a Supreme Beinp: 1s differ-

er.~ . he subjec~ 8$!ain rambled on. The point he ried 

to make waa that ~entlles who believe in Jesus t ry to 

ake others believe the same . This is wron~. ) 

~: In other word", your a titude towards ~ent1les ls colored 

b1 their attitude towardo us . 

A: Ri;h+ . I ' ve t-een t aup:h t , once a Jew alwa,y~ a Jew. Ain't 

no one ~1n~ to eon•ert ~ . (A t his oolnt •he subjec 

launched into a lon~ diatribe a~ainsl aomethln~. Several 

11s ~n1nrs •o he ape left me wi th no idea what he was 

talk1~~ about , excep~ hat 1t dealt wi h Chrlsti.l\l'IB and 

Jews . ) 

Q: T dor ' · know how po ask t his, but l '•e asked it of all 

h~ others: How do you reel about blacks? 

A: I think as . •. it ' s not too hl~h . I don ' t mean 1n t he 

term of co~demr.1n~. I cannot ~ive, and feel t hat! do 

not ~ive , c redit where 1t ts not due . And my experience 

in what I have read and ~aw is t hat hey are not top:ether 

1 n an1 way . 1 r-an ' t iti ve or.e t oo much credit . One who , 

•ries and fails, and t r ies ~a1n . I i.1 ves c redi t to 

this persor, Eu• I cannot p:ive c redi t to one who fails 

and s toos . They are not to~ether 1n togetherness . 
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(Fr om t his point . onwards, nothin~ made an:, s ense . I aban

doned the i nterview and t r ied to carry on 1a conversation 

a bout what it ' s like to be black, Jewish aind 1n prison . I 

left t he t ape recorder run , and i t ' s a fas•~inating conver

s a tion--except i t makes no sense. ) 



CONCLUSIOhS 
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Earlier in this paper I spoke of the difficulty in 

determlnin~ the relationsh1p between r ell~ion and values. 

he tas~ ls made even more difficul t when one ' s subjects 

Rre crlm1nals , whose sense of values may be distorted, either 

t-ecause of t heir environment , t heir education (or lack of 

same) or t heir psycholo~ical make- up. I also mentioned that 

lt was difficul t to dlsti~lsh between operative values and 

values wrich subjects conceived as desirable , but wht ch had 

very little influence on t heir daily behavior . Wi th these 

f acts in mind , let us proceed wi th a n evaluetlon of t he 

mat erial presented , 

~he res ults of Allport , V@rnon and Lindzey •a Study of 

1alues we re remarkably accurate . ~he sub)ects ' actual values 

as presented in their inter v1ews and demonstrated by their 

actual hehav1or 1n prison were accura tely reflected by t he 

Studv . 

r he sub,1~f!•n were, l"' gceneral , antl - splri tual. Ritual 

ooserva.ri~es ard tP.mple attendenc~ in civilian life were mln1 -

~al . Par these men , such actlvitle~ , even in prison, hold 

socia l a.~d ethnic value rath•r than r eligious value . Pew 

of the men claimed a need for the spiritual security which 

reli~ious ac~i v1t1es may involve . Marvi n Calfin , one of 

those who were interested 1n the spi ri tual side of r e l1~1on, 

has not ye round such securi ty , and sees his Judaism as 

part of a ques t . Anotrer one of the men states t hat he woul~ 

nave bBen ~ hettPr per son had he been more • reli~ious" but 

h1s one leads one to hel1eve that he ls say1n~ what he thinks 
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the interviewer wants to hear , 

For most of t he Jewish inmates of S . P. S. M., Judaism 

satisfies social needs . The ethnicity of Judaism is also 

a sii:mificant dimension , enabling the men to adapt comfor

tably to the reli~ious identities which they have both in

herited and assumed. (I say "assumed" because many of the 

men would not be ~dentifiable as Jews , either by practice or 

association , in their civilian lives . This observation is 

shared by one of the men , ~arx Cooper, ) The social activi 

ties of a community where people with a similar identity 

come together has an important value , In spite of their 

pr otestations to the contr a r y , for most of these men the 

social value of Judaism is far more important than the per

sonal value . For the most part , the ethical laws of Judaism , 

which provide guidelines for ri~ht action, are ignor ed . 

;he one •Jewisn• ethical value shared by all the men in 

or actice is tha~ Jews should supoort each other and •stick 

to~ether" . It is ethnic identity a.~d group solidarity 

which makes their Judaism a unique entity . At all times 

the social value of Judaism is emphasized over its soiritual 

values . (Note that prayer an~ faith is never mentioned . ) 

~hose who had abandoned their Jewish associations in civil

ian life found that the social value of Judaism was increased 

by their confinement . 

An additional factor in st rengthenin~ their Jewish 

identity , based on social values , is their awar eness of the 

projrreSs being made in the State of Israel . Most of the men 
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exhibited an almost fanatic devotion to the Jewish State , 

because t hey see Israel as a communi ty or • tousrh " J ews 

workinF to~ther avainst a hostile world . One ~ets t he 

feeltn~ that Israe l amon~ the Arab states is bein~ subcon

sciously related to the Jewish inmates amon~ the ~entile 

prison papulat1on . Another point of ~eneral ap'reement 1s 

their attitudes concern1n~ th JAwish Derense Lea~ue . While 

endor sln£ thA ~oals or the J . O. L.--as they under stand them-

most or the men decr i ed the J . D. L.' s tactics . (What •~ood • 

inmate is roin~ to come out in favor of violence?) 

With he exception of Perry Davis , who stands out as 

a Jewish/white supremtst , hackin~ GovPrnor Wallace, most of 

he men hold the same kind of P011t1cal valu~s as Jews t h~1r 

ave on the outside: they are lt~eral hu sl1rhtly disillu

sioned wl th thP whole POlitical process . One or t wo of them 

advocate •revolution • lut 1t 1E Lo ~ea •revolution of the 

mSnd• as '-arv1t Calfin put 1 • 

All of t.h~ men are interested in correct1n~ thin~s wh1ch 

are not •healthy~ 1n the Jpwlsh community,. Oftenti~es , while 

adm1tt1nv the super r1c1ality of the1r O'lfTl reli~lous practices , 

hey crit icize the hyporriay of other Jews , both within 

~nd without the prison wal ls . Particularly as re~ards the 

outside ,Tewish community , they cri t lclz~ the shallowness 

or peoples ' reli£1ou3 understanding . This is applied mainly 

to Reform and ConservatlvP. Jews . While most of the men are 

Rcfor~ ~ws --or , at least , nominally Reform Jews --t hey indicate 

n R~~orr respect for the Orthodox who take a str on~ stand 
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on reli~ion. Most of the men have come to be Reform because 

it iE the only form of Jewish practice open to t hem because 

of hetr situation . 

All of the men indicated a dissatisfaction wi t h the 

response or the outside Jewish community towards Jews in 

~r1son. They see the outside community as holdin~ t wo points 

o~ v1Pw: 1 . there are no Jews in prison , because Jews are 

not cri~inals; but if pressed t hey will state that JPws 

mi~ht commit c rimes of intellPc , such as embezzlement , but 

never c rimes or violence, such as murder or armed robbery; and 

2 . Jews 1n prison are no Food; the less said abou1 them , 

the better , so let them rot . The first vtew is understood 

and the reaF-onin~ behind ftccepted. One or he men inter-

viewed expressed that he felt the same way upon enter1nv 

pr1son . The second opinion is vehemently challen~ed; 1t 

v1olateR one or the prisoners ' own con~eptions of Judaism , 

namely t ha th,• l't renvth of the ~'~wish faith is that 1ts 

members s tand tv one another in times of need . 

hP common value which all the subjects hold is a 

s rong sense or Jewi sh iden 1ty--however manifested in their 

life 1.n pr1so"'l - -and the des1 re ~o oerpetuate this 1dent1ty , 

thus affirminp an historical and an ethical 1dentity-

'1owever ooorlv understood . !'he ethnjc 1df"n 1f1cat1on forms 

an ofttens1blP. bond between all members of the community 

nrovidinF a sense of both common and ind1v1dual identity in 

an P-nvt~o·men where JPWS are massively outnumber ed and any 

ser.e ~ o 1dent1 y is desirable in order to maintain one ' s 
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individual i ty . This value is exper i enced concretel y e ve r y 

Saturday mor nin~ and ever y holiday . They attend t emple 

( r ead , Jewish Chapel) and not chur c h ( r ead , Cat holic Chapel , 

etc . ) , obser ve Chanukah and not Chr istmas , and i dent i fy with 

he J~ws of Amer ica and Israel , rathe r than the ~eneral 

inmate population . This r einfor ces thei r sense of identity . 

!'he act of par ticipatinir in Jewish activities immediately 

distinP'Uishes them from their faceless Christian nei~hbor s . 

~hey feel isolated from the inmate wor ld and feel that this 

ls good. To identify themselves as Jewish affects thei r l i fe 

ac t. iv1.t1es for the duratton of their imprisonment , Thus, the 

Jewish Chapel l>ecomes a r allyin~ point for the Jewish inmates , 

an~ supplleR the basis for their special identity , both as 

individuals and as a community . 7o be Jewish means to identi fy 

with others who are part of ~he same tradition . However , 

to identify with Jewish tradition no lonper requires belief 

in rr0d but onlv t he acceptance of certain social standa r ds , 

chief amon~ whic h ls ~roup solidarity . 

Por the orison version of J udaism to provide a meani ~ 

ful frame of r~ferencP, with meaninFful values for the 

,Jewish inmat es of S . P . S . I" ., the men must decide to fulfill 

the 1 r re spons 1 bi 11 t y as human be 1 np:s work 1 ny 1 n1 community , 

and actualize their freedom to live , as defined by Fr ankl and 

~aslow, Each individual alone knows if he truly finds aa t1s

ract1on from his relitrion , and if t he realization of the 

val ue F- 1t holds trives his life in prison mean1111,r . 



APPENDIX 
( Unedl ed) 
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My full name is~ Perry Alan Davis , son of Martin---and 

Margrette Jean, born April 14th , 1946 at 3:31 am in London Ontario 

Canada . Both Martin and Jean were also born inCanada . Martins 

Parxents Samual , and Anna Davis were from Europe , Sam f rom Russ ia 

Anna from Poland . Jean does not know her real parents to this dav . 

Perr y was the second son , but truly the eldest as the first 

born livied less than 24 hrs . After this perry was r eally babied 

for fear of losino him also . But he grew to be good and strong . 

S At age 6 oer ry was g iven a b rother Steven Beriy, who is now 20 

years of age. 

Martin was born Jewish of two Jewish parents Sam- Anna . Jean 

was raised Pr ostestant , and~ Convertered to marry Martin, and 

has raised both her sons J ewish, and will in most cases go to bat 

for them 1 ike a r ea l Jewish mother . 

Perr v was forced to attend Hebrew School after reg . public 

school . I find its bad to force someone to do somet h ing he doesn ' t 

want e o do . Perry made so much t rouble that the ' etroit United 

Hebrew Schools kicked him out and barred him from attend i ng any 

other Yiddish or Heb. schomls in the Detroit area , So Per ry received 

p rivate Tutoring f rom one very Orthadox, Rabbi Harry Jewbis, who once 

they found out how much easier it was also tutored Steve. Both boys 

Perry and Steve did rece ive Ear Mitz.v ' s-Perrv in fact was the first 

Bar Mitzva Eov at the Younq Israel of Greenfield-at Greenfield and 

Ten Mile in Oak t'ark . 

Lip until this point perry had been not too much trouble and 

Steve in none at all . Sut just after this spot in ti~e things seemed 

to chanqe, ·,11th in the sa..,e month as the E . 1'~ . perry was ~ 

susspened fran school but the way it. came down the suspention turned 

into a full expellion with in minutes . Forced to attend Summer School 
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Page/ Two 

and then not permitted to go to the same Jr . High as the students he' d 

been with al l his school days . Perry ' s mother Jean , tooK him to the 

Chrild r ens-Parents center , i t i s hooked on the side of the Jew , Comm, 

cenetr in Det . at Curits and Meyers . But any way at this place some 

creep who claimed to be a j ew and looked just liKe Eikenann would ta l k 

to perry and the in tur n tell the kids mother what/ he had just said 

in the intervie~ Pe rrry being like most little k i dds thinks he"s about 
(., 

half slik each t ime would q u escion his ma on the way home about what 
A 

her and the quy taked about , then came the big s hock-one interview 

old Ma repeated almost wor d for wo r d back to p1:rry the same- th ings t pat 

he had Jus t tol :3 his Ei lcemann loolcinq quy . , ~lell t hat ended all talk

-ino in the i nterviews from then on all t h a t hapoened was s ome small 

talk and not very much of that . Then one day o l d Eilceman n came up with 

how would you like t o live away from home-at maybe a pr ivate s chool?? 

I told him in :10 Uns e rtan terms that I was not go ing for it . He 

offer ed one olacein Cincinnati Oh , that was Co- Ed , and all JEWS or 

a place i n F ,.rminaton ~a , that was all Bovs and all Faiths , I refused 

to pick , But i t loo~s as if maybe even if perry h a d pick i t might 

not made that much differance . The time was late s ummer of " 59" about 

the last of ~uly o~ the fi sst of Aug .. School started in Sept . and 

four days later perry was infomed that h e no longer r.eeded to attend 

Emmer son Public Jr . Hiqh Sch:>ol . t wo or th ree days later I was takeM 

by Jean to a p lace in F··nnino:ton MicJ, , called " Boys epubl i c " total 

-p : 75 , I was i nterviewed mv a -n1r named Mr . Huohes , very nice an· 

really coo:ether ( but I was tet:> younq and to?mad at ever vone to know or 

careless a~ the time) . He told me how h is proqram was about 18 months 

but manv of the boys w1:r e released sooneii: i f they s howed improvement 
~ 

t o wa=~~ such action . The olace was k ind of nice , but wh o cares o r 

a t least who cared ( if i~ was to be done over I honestly bel ieve that 
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Page/ Three 

I ' d take a d vantage of the p r ogram) but at t he time a l l poor per ry 

could see was that his par ents had sent him to a p rison type place 

and had him locked up , and were pa y ing the people who ran the place 

$13 , 50¢ pe r day to keep him ther e . On many a Sunday visit f rom hi s 

parents he (pe rry) asked and even begged~p lea se take me out of here" 

always the same answer "we can ' t " " t he hell you can ' t s too paying 

anc they ' ll make me leave" "we can ' t ", So on an 18 month p r og . 

p e r ry spend 3 years then one day after s pending allthat time there . 

Mr , Huohes called perry into his office and informed him that they 

were releasinq him . They felt they could d o no mor e to help perry . 

All the time perry was at Bov ' s Republic there wen1 few je,.,s there 

but about two or three times a month a Rabbi would c~me and see the 

Jewish boys- names l i ke Pete GmDDC<X)(, Bobs~ . Josh dMOt, Perry 
1 My 

Davis all names that ~ too have h ad in ~ Cong . at one time or 

another. 

So now the date is someti';le after july of "62" Perry has been 

released from B. R. and has a job as a carry - out- boy , f rom A. &P . , full-
J,c" 

time then school started so perry was for cec co go part-time ~ workX 

and full tim~ to school . School was a rea l d r ag so bewteen classes 

many times Per ry miqht skio or leave the school and go to Ca~ Par k 

~iah to attend classes with h is airl f riend Marsha, and sometime 

oerrv would leave school and he and a friend of perry ' s named Dennis 
(A,/ 

would ste~ l cars from the henr y Ford High School park ing lot where 

both Dennis and Perry were students . Once these two bovs e ven got 

caul'Jht ano Perrv ' s father had to ao down and cet them out of Jail. 

Perry at t ~ i s t ime was always fight ing with h is oarents and had all but 

knocked his mother down o n one occas i on and left the home for about 

three weeks and then returned for awhile just before being arrested . 

Perry dec eide1 that he wishe-d to leave the house and join t he service . 
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Paqe / Four 

Just after the above mentioned Court case perry• s father had the 

attorney pull perry ' s complete arrestr record so as he could Join 

the armed services , ferry pick the Air Force as h is choi ce but in 

taking the entery ex~~ found that without his High school ~ 

h i s score was t wo points to low for the Air Force. tiut goocl news 

ht s score wao high enouqh fo r anv of the three r emaining serv. Per ry ' s 

t-!other saic! join the 1:avv, his Da d said nothing . Perrv spoke to 
~ 

the t.J . S . Marine Corps ~ e r and joined the Mar i nes with in a 

weeks time •• In the service was where perrv reall v came back to the 

fa1t~ as for the past four year s ho ' s been d rifting farther • and farther 

awava JIDC 'rorn reoili0e1 and Jud1sim. 

J'errv ' s now in the Marine Corps an1 doinq well , .-tftcr Bootcamp 

he returns homa tor ht.a boot leave-to (1nd that his Mot her has 

planned the canolete 30 aavs out with no tirne fo r him or he to be wi th 

his q1rl Marsha . Af~er causinq Ferry and Ma r sha to tr&ak up as friends 

and trino to ccn,nletely ruin oerry ' s leave nerry left . ln leaving from 

his leave 17 davs earil\• he d i d not writP. or a,-t&mot to contact h is 

parents in anvwav . • 1~ r:iott-.(": r becom1nq u p act •with th l s ccntacted 

M"- 0, 
perrv ' s ~Oll){lndi10 o~r.icer an1 Chapl}n , he ~ar.hi asked perrv to 

please write perr" explained to tic kabl':1. fully who at no time after 

requested he corrrsoond with !Pr. erry dio not an~ woul1 not 

m'\. 
exolain tothP, Cornandino officP who on wo different occasions offered 

/I 

'"O p'!;vsicallv tearh perrv a lesson of respect . Shortlv after this 

~amilv ~roubl~ perrv was arrested for u . o . A. A. ( s tolen Auto) the 

2aptain w~o is also t~e C~j1n0 Officer wh~ to bat for perry 

and he rece1ved ~robation 3 years informal . About 90 davs later ~er ry 

was Pickeo 10 o~ ~is way to r eport to his Probation Officer in a 

Sto len Auto , t ~1 s tim('> tr@ Captain tried to send per ry away o n Emergen cy 

l~ave :OUt it was cancelf;!("l from hiqhcr un-Perry was arrested and 
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Paqe / Five 

c h arqed with Vi olation of Probation and two counts of Stolen car, 

at this time h is par ents were made awar e of this1 t roub l e by the 

Comand1nq Off i cer and thev t ried to help perry but it wa s t cPlate by 

the tiJnr thev we r e informed . Perrv was sent to p rison for no less 

than 6 mos . and no mot:e than 5 year s 21' years llater perry returned to 

r-· ii:hi:,an fr0"'1 9unny Ca l ifornia with a years parc>le to do here in 

rhis s·atr- transferred f rom C".Uif . 

Upon being sent to Dotrc1t and h1.s farn il.v r,er ry was rather unsure 

of h i s ~ 1~ the home , and aa a rule staved qone much of the 

tiJne . After a few weeks at home perrv had a Cair, a Job , and a 

birlfrirnd name Jeae • • •• He Wl'IS !!!lso st:111 att.,.n<lina the :.ynoaogod 

almost weeklv . 1111s 1 fcf:31 wao a car rv ovet: frc:rn my beinq at- Soledad 
Ju .A;....,_ 

Prison in Cal i fornia- with Habb1 Ha?elkorn. ~re-nevPr attend~ 

servic~s so r,::,qular as after 'beino in jail i,nd :£~ not s::.op..,ed to 

ciatP , AftFr beino hO"I\~ for a w~. 1le ~ met. a chick that fawas su r e 

was ~iss H i aht , so hPr and~ an seeinq each c:>tl"l"r . This was f ine 

u ntil one ~"Y;C'lo/soo~r- of aFttin~ marrjc~ . ~;~ ~old her parnets of 

m·· bein11 1T'I p r i:lc. 11. °l'e•t 'lC £-'1 vent ":a;:,ov that. l t.houoht r-nouqht of 

than to "'11 the:n SOT:\Pthin,:i ( ':.'" , Ynew t.efor" l told t.hem) l d id not 

have to tel1 . ~ut ~~ey otill tri!rl to llocY our marraqe when it came to 

he last minut1= . ecbtie ls":ort for Beverl;:) a n,:3 I ~ wen .. to a J . P . 

and he ma rr ied ,s , aL that oo1nt our dear father-in- law dec i ded it was 

Gither ~o r~r the marriage or lose his little oirl forever , so we we re 

Alxn, .. a ·.;t::ar lat.er l was rickPd ,;o and found auil ty of 3 arme.-d 

robbervc and otlr- r c•~roes that were later d ropped . At that very 

ooint ~y f~t er-in- law p r essed mv wife to divor ce me , and she d id b e -

~ cause, as mush as we loved each other she is a weak person a nd very 

afraid of ~~r ~~d . 
And her e I am with 10 years to 40 years for Armed Robbery with 

4~ year s alreadv qone , Still Jewish and still attending servi ces 
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E~v1n~ r,off~an , •~harscteristlcs or otal 1nst1 utions , • 
1dent1ty ~ Anxiety, eds . raur1ce R. Stein, Arthur 
J. lld1ch and L.avid t'annin,r White , (New Yori< , 196?) , 
nr . 4 ,;4 - 4 5 c; . 

Allpor•, Vernont and L1ndzey , ~ of Values , )rd ed ., 
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.. . w. "eissner , •Notes oward a Theory of Values: Val
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,Tc,hl'l Dewev , heory Qf Valuation , (~ht.rai,-o , lQJQ); as 
SP~T 1n e1s~ner , 1.t1£. , p . 2JR . 

r~slowe 1deac or •he rela ionsh\~ be~weer. "hi~her• 
and "lower• reeds ar e surr:mar1 zed ln : "Hicrher tieeds 
Md Personal1tv , • O1alec~1ca, J , No~ . ) and 4, (19c1) , 
2 ')7 - ?.6C , 

Clyde t lurkho!'., • /alues and V111 lue- Or 1en•at ions in the 
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C1ass1~1ca ion,• ~owa r d a ~ener al Theorv of Action , 
eds . Parsons , rttlcot , and Edwar~ A. Sh1ls";" {Camhr1d~e , 
JQ51) , p . 425 . ".eu sner an-ees w1 th Yluckhorr:, borrowtr.cr 
tnis idea ~rom hi~ on p , 210 or his artt~l~ . 

The source for mos or Frankl ' s ideas as PXpressed in 
this p~per are round in V1ktor E. ~ankl, !he Doctor 
and the Soul, trans . B1c-hard and l:lara --'!.nstor , {t'P.w 
Yor k-;--T962T:" 

Tbld . , p . 47 . 

Ibid ., pp. 62- , 

[bid . , n . J( . 

"hesP 1jeas a~e rounrl in ~h- art1c1e c1ted above ln 
01alectica . 

Ahraha~ faslow4 Reliflons, ValuPs , ar.rl Peal< Experiences , 
(Columbus, 196, p . 9~ . he firs• nart of th1s sentence 
t.s ►akPn ~ro~ p . QJ , 
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1 c; . ~ -, p . 42 . 

1f- . Abrnhai, 111st:low, ' Hl,r.her !,f"P.ds and Persor.al1ty , • Dialec 
"ica , 262 . 

l? , he source for Ro1r.ers ' ideas in this paoer ls r a r l 
Ro~Prs , On Becoming! Person , (Boston , 1961) , pp . 16)- 1A2 , 
14"-1'i0,-

r.O . Gordon N, Allpor t , 1'hP Individual and Hi s Religion , 
( !l l"w Yor\t , l q50) , P . 'it • 

!tid ., o. 'i~ . Allport statee hat the • rel1~1ous senti 
men• allow~ wide var iation both ir. the human race at 
lar~e and dur1nv. the course of any sinv.le individual ' s 
d~veloom-nt .• 

22 . Ih1~. , pp. 'i? - 74 . 

2~ . Ahr~ham ~a~low , Re11v1ons , Vslues , and~ Exptr1Pnces , 
p . R" . 

24 . Ibid . , p . o, 
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