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Adequate Curri­
culum t.he Chief 
Need of t.he 
Jewish School. 

I • AIMS OF THIS STUDY 

Probably the most important element 

of any educational system is the cur­

riculum. Considerations of physical 

facilities, personnel, methods, text-books or anything 

else are all subordinate tot.he great question of what 

is to be taught,~ Certainly in our Jewish educational 

system here in America today t.he problem of the curri­

culum is by fart.he outstanding one. True enough, very 

few of our Jewish religious schools have adequate physi­

cal facilities, but this concern with the physical as­

pects of education is comparatively recent. For many 

centuries before, education was effectively carried on 

under the most adverse conditions in this respect. So 

this cannot be our chief difficulty. We also have a 

serious problem of personnel. Many of our schools are 

taught. by untrained, volunteer teachers, and most of 

the rest, by well-trained public-school teachers with 

practically no Jewish background or by people with ex­

cellent Jewish background but no pedagogic training. 

Of course, poor teaching will ruin any educational sys­

tem, but even the best teacher will prove ineffective 

if forced to teach a poor curriculum. Here, then, is 

the root of most. of our discipline-problems, our at.tend-



ance-problems, and the difficulties we have in obtain­

ing.satisfactory enrollments and in combatting the high 

percentage ot early withdrawals.. It. is because the 

curriculum of our schools is antiquated and at~enuated •. 

Deficiencies of 
the Traditional 
curricula •. 

In the Talmud Torahs we find an in­

ordinate emphasis .. placed upon the 

study of the Hebrew language, to the exclusion ot 

practically everything else. This emphasis derives 

from the Jewish education of the past, which, however, 

was meant to answer different needs from those of pres­

ent-day American Jewry, as we shall have occasion to 

point out again later. Such a curriculum cannot fit 

the child to participate actively and intelligently in 

American Jewish life, and yet such participation must 

certainly be the chief objective of all our educational 

activities. And in the Sunday schools and congregation­

al schools we find the chief emphasis placed up9n the 

teaching of Bible stories and upon the teaching of eth­

ics and religion through these stories. This type of 

curriculum derives from that of the old-time Protestant 

Sunday schools, al though the Protestant. schools are now 

developing away from it. As a matter of fact, it must 

in all justice be said that the more progressive Jewish 

schools have also discarded this sort of curriculum a 

long time ago, but then they have not known where to 
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turn for a new curriculum. They have picked up a sug­

gestion here and another suggestion there, tried one 

thing after another in somewhat haphazard fashion, and 

floundered around without any definite, organized, well­

directed plan. 

Function of The major difficulty all along has been 
Jewish Educa-
tion is Prac- an· incorrect view of the function of 
tice in Jewish 
Living. Jewish education. This function is 

not primarily to impart a knowledge of Jewish history 

and literature, Jewish customs and beliefs, the Hebrew 

language, all that goes to make up the Jewish cultural 

heritage. Such knowledge cannot in itself make one a 

better Jew. Education, as we conceive of it today, 

is not the simple transmission o'f information, habits, 

skills, and appreciations which it was formerly consi­

dered. It involves much more than that. It is controlled, 

guided, sometimes condensed experience in actual liv~ng. 

In the light of such a conception of education we can 

see that the function of Jewish education is to train \ 

Jews to participate intelligently in Jewish life. 

Knowledge of the Jewish heritage is still necessary, -

perhaps an even deeper,truer, more intensive knowledge 

than we have heretofore attempted to give, - but we are 

interested in it only insofar as it throws light upon 

contemporary Jewish life and enables us better to parti-
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c1pate in that life • 
• 

The Curriculum 
of Jewish Educa­
tion considered 
Historically. 

Dr. Emanuel Gamoran points out in his 

interesting book, uchanging Concep-

tions in Jewish ~ducation," in the 

first, historical sectiot. of the work (1), that through-

out Jewish history the curriculum of Jewish education 

has always been based upon the needs ot the Jewish life 

at the particular time. In Palestine, after the De­

struction of the Temple, it was necessary to adjust 

the old, Biblical,legislation which had governed Jewish 

life until that time,to the new, greatly changed condi­

tions. And as a result of the activities ot the schol­

ars in this direction we have the Mishnaic literature. 

But the body ot law and practice represented therein 

was'not suited to the conditions of Jewish lite in a 

later time I and so . there developed in the schools and 

academies of Palestine and Babylonia the vast litera­

ture of the Talmud, which strove to meet the new needs 

of Jewish lite. And the same type ot development 

continued down through the Middle Ages. In modern times, 

in Russia and Poland, to which Dr. Gamoran devotes most 

ot his attention, the Jews were shut out ot participa­

tion in the lite around them and given virtual auton­

omy. They therefore lived in a distinc,ly Jewish en­

vironment, separated trom the non-Jewish world by per-



- 5 -

secutions and restrictions of every sort. Therefore 
¥ ... •-• • • • •· • • • • 

a curriculum consisting ot Hebrew language, Bible, 

Mishna, Talmud and Codes was adequate tor all the ex-
. -- ' . - . ' . 

igencies of Jewish life, since·it was upon these that .. 
• '¥ ': ' 

Jewish life was based and they regulated it in all its 

phases. When, as a result of the Haskalah movement, 

an attempt was made in the last century to establish 

schools where Jews might receive a more secularized 

education and thereby share in the general enlighten­

ment, it failed from the very outset. It failed be­

cause these schools did not reflect the actual life 

which the Jew was compelled to lead, in which enlight­

enment could have no place, since it was given no room 

for expression. 

Changes neces- But here in America the Jew has been 
si tated by the 
Different Char- given complete emancipation and has 
acter of Jewish 
Life in America. assimilated (in the better sense ot 

the word) the language, thought and manners ot the gen­

eral American environment. Therefore the curriculum 

of Jewish education in America must be entirely differ­

ent from any of the curricula which preceded it, just 

as the life which it reflects is entirely different 

from Jewish life heretofore, and the needs ot that lite, 

from the needs of Jewish life heretofore. The American 

Jew does not live an isolated, autonomous life, regulated 



throughout by traditional Jewish law and practice. 
' American Jewish education must theretore help him ad-

just to the tact that he is at once an American and a 
: . . .. 

Jew. It must enable him to resolve tor himselt the 

conflicts between his two loyalties and heritages, the 

American and the Jewish, favoring neither nor neglect­

ing either. In short, the curriculum of American Jew­

ish education must definitely be based upon the needs 

of American Jewish life. 

Knowledge of Now it will rea~~ly be seen that 
' "minimum essen-
tials" Needed before we can fol'!mulate a curriculum 
before Satisfac-
tory Curriculum tor American Jewish education we must 
can be PlaMed. 

first know what the needs ot American 

Jewish lite are. In the field of general education 

considerable scientific data has been accumulated as 

to the basic needs of lite, such as would be rep~esent­

ed by the •three R•a• tor instance. Of course.,no ed-
. . .. ' .. ' . . . . . . ' . . ' . . . . 

ucational curriculum could be built only upon these 

basic needs, - or "minimum essentials,• as they are 
. . . . . .•. . . - . 

called. Bducation must also improve upon lite and en­

rich it. But a knowledge ot these Minimum essentials 
.. . . .. 

is necessary tor laying the groundwork ot a satistac-. . . . .. . . . ~ - .... 

~~rr curriculum. In the Jewish educational field, how­

eyer, we ha~~-~~ such _lJody _ot scientific information, 

and it is important that we immediately begin to accu-



mulate one. Dr. Gamoran writes: 

"This need of formulating some essentials ot 
a curriculum is much more urgent in the Jew­
ish school than are the attempts to. devise 
minimum essentials in the public school. For 
the attempt to devise minimum essentials in 
the public school is not a question of the 
life and death of a group." (2) · ·,: 

The present study, therefore, attempts to make a start 

in this direction. 

Periodicals One of the best ways to obtain a 
as a Source 
of Information picture of the life of a community, 
Concerning these 
"minimum essen- group or nation is from a study of 
tials," 

its newspapers and periodicals. 

Some investigators in the general educational field 

have seized upon this method in their search after 

minimum essentials of curricula based upon the needs 

of present-day lite. For example, to discover what 

historical content really plays a part in the cultural 

life of the average American, certain investigators 

have analyzed newspapers and periodicals to see what 

historical references actually occur in these publica­

tions, which, of course, represent a great proportion 

of the matter commonly read by the average individual. 

Similar investigations have been made by this method 

in many different departments of study and have revealed 

very valuable information which has been used exten­

sively in curriculum construction. 
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Appl:iclition : To formulate the minimum essentials of' 
of the Method 
to the · Jewish a curriculum for the Jewish school, a 
School. 

curriculum, that is to say, which will 

bear a specific i:elation to present-day Jewish life, 

it was deemed advisable to attempt to apply the same 

method to Jewish periodicals. A group of representa­

tive dally and weekly periodicals were selected for 

intensive study. The details of our method, as well 
. 

as the results of' the investigation will be presented 

in later chapters, after we have first fully explained 

the techniques used by other investigators. 

Extent to which It should not be assumed that we are 
the Method may 
Legitimately be proceeding in this study upon the 
Applied. 

assumption that what is found in the 

newspapers should arbitrarily determine what should 

be taught in our schools. We are fully conscious of'· 

the fact that current Jewish life as we see it reflec~­

ed in the newspapers may fall far short of Jewish life 

as it ought to be, conceived from the point of view of 

the Jewish educator. However, while it may be unwise 

to iJase our educational program entirely on what such 

a study as this reveals, it is certainly wrong to build 

an educational program.w.ithout adequate regard to the 

actual configuration of the Jewish life which is unfold­

ing itself before the eyes of' · the jewish group (in 
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whose lives these Jewish periodicals play a very det­

ini te part) •. 

Newspapers In addition to this caution, we must also 
sometimes 
not entirely recognize that newspapers and other periQ:1 -
Objective. 

icals are human creations; and as such 

achieve objectivity to only a limited degree. To over­

come this defect, however serious it may be regarded, 

we have attempted, in our selection of periodicals for 

study, to give adequate representation to different 

geographical areas and to different approaches to Juda-
• • \ f 

ism. We shall later discuss fully the exact nature of 

the selection which we finally fixed upon. 

Special emph- Another factor which must be taken into 
ases dictated 
by Constituen- consideration is the tendency forcer­
cy of Staff and 
of Reading Pub- tain periodicals to give greater emph­
lic. 

asts to aspects of Jewish life in which 

the editors, the individual staff-members, or the readers 

to whom the publication caters are particularly inter­

ested. We have-attempted to compensate for this tenden­

cy, at least in part, by using not only quantitative 

but qualitative measures and by various other techniques 

which we shall fully describe in a later chapter. 

Adequacy of 
the Sampling. 

Finally, it might be objected that since, 

if only because of -the labor involved, 
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-~~~~ a -~~~~Y. _tl~ _ ~~~~- -~~ l~m~~e~ __ to only a few of the. 

111a.~Y-.J.~~1.~h _pe~~-o~~C?,~~s being pub~1.s~ed--and_ only a 

few issues of each--its findings cannot be at all - .. ~. - . ., . . ... - . - . - ·- . - .... - .. -- . 

~~i::1~1-~~~~e. _ .~~ a _l~t.~r chal)~er we shall describe·. a 

~e~h~i_q~~ w~~c~_."'.'e _used whereby, in effect, we doubled 

the amount of material covered and thereby ·assur.e.d-,-.: · 

the reliability of our results. Furthermore, we covered 

the period of time which we were studying twice, once 

through the daily paper (the Jewish Daily Bulletin) 

and again through the various weeklies. And finally, 

we ensured the adequacy of our sampling further by a, 

system of picking the particular issues tor analysis 

entirely at random. Specifically, in the case of the 

daily paper we took the first week of the first. month, 

the second week of the second month, and so on, like­

wise taking only the issues of Sunday, Tuesday, and 

Thursday of the first week and only the issue~ of Mon­

day, Wednesday and Friday of the second week and so on 

with all the rest. And in the case of the weeklies we 

took one issue every fourth week, or one a month. 

Formulation With these reservations, then, we may pro­
of Aims. 

ceed to formulate the aims of our study as 

follows: 

l. To determine quantitatively the relative 

importance of the various aspects of American 

l1 
" ' ' ' 11 

11 

,\I 
II ,, 
r1 
11 
II 
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Jewish life as they are reflected in current 

Jewish. p~riodic~ls. 

2. To determine quantitatively the relative ex­

tent .to which th~. traditional content of Jew­

i~h education,-such as Bible, Jewish History, 

Religion, et cetera- plays a role in American 

Jewish life as reflected by the periodicals. 

3. To determine to what extent our findings in 

regard to the above two items can afford us 

a valid index, as to what ought to constitute 

the minimum essentials of a cur~iculum for 

Jewish schools. 

4. As a subsidiary aim, to determine the possible 

usefulness of newspapers and periodicals in 
~----.-··· ···•··-·· ... 

actual class~oom instruction in the Jewish 

school. 

We proceed now to a closer consideration of the general 

method of newspaper--and p~riodical--analysis as an aid 

to curriculum construction • 

' I 



The Bagley 
study. 

II - THE METHOD 

A. • GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY 

In 1915, in the Fourteenth Yearbook ot 

the National Society tor the Study ot Ed­

ucation, there appeared a paper by Professor W.C.BagleJ 

called MDetermination ot Minimum Essentials in Elemen­

tary Geography and History 1 11 (3) describing a study 

which attempted to formulate a curriculum in elementary 

history and geography from an analysis of historical 

and geographical references in newspapers and magazinea. . . . . - . . . . . . . . 

This was the pioneer study in this field. The procedure 
' - . . . . .... .. . . . . 

was simple. Large samplings of newspapers and magazines 

were taken and counts made of the number of times var-. .. -· . . .. . . .. ·- ....... . 

io_~s. re_~~re~ces app~~red •. Two methods were tried out. 

The first was to count one 11 for each term (such as the ..... - . . . 
name of a plac:e or_ o_f. a historical_ event) or each state­

ment with a geo~~aphical or historical content. 11 The 

second was to take ~as the unit the article in which 

the reference occurs, 11 and count "one for each article 

containing a certain type of reference." "frhus, if 
. . . 

London as a commercial center is referred to in an arti­

cle, this group of references receives one credit, no 

matter how many times the word London may recur in the 

course of the article. But if in the same article Lon­

don is referred to in another way, a separate count 

• 

under its appropriate group is made tor this reference).• 

' ' I 1 

I 

i 
' 
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Dr. Bagley reported that the latter method is the pref• . . .• - - •· .. 

erable one. After the counting, the various names referred 
,_, ··-· ..... -···· -···-··· ··-·•~..--·-···-··· -- - .... ··.-••· .. .. . 

to were listed according to the frequencies in which they 
·•-•··•··• •·••···-• •··•·•-«··•··••---. ·•·•- --··- ··•··••·. - ,.... . . . .. 

were encountered, and the resulting list was then compared .... ' - ... -·. . . . - . - .... ' ...... -- . . .. . . . . -··. . . . . 

with similar lists arrived at by different methods ot 

curricular investigation. 

The Washburne A similar study was made by Dr. Carleton 
study. 

w. Washburne, who used, however, a much 

more highly refined technique. (4) He took into consider­

ation, besides the gross number ot allusions to a parti-
.- . . ... 

cular subject, the number of "periodical-years• (a meas­

ure which we shall explain a 11 ttle further on) , the 

range of years, and the number ot articles containing 
.. . '. . . . . - . . . . .. -· . -

allusions to the 1 tern in question (corresponding to the 

s~con~, prefer~~~ ~e,thod ot Prot. Bagley), Dr. Washburne 

and his staf.t analrzed the historical and geographical 

referellce_s -~ppeari_ng. in four 11 terary periodicals (Atlan-

1!.£ Monthly, Bookman, _ Century Magazine, and Seri bner I s) , 

five pop~lar fiction periodicals (American Magazine, Cos­

mopolitan, Saturday Evening Post, Ladies• Home Journal, 

!a,d Good Housekeeping), five news periodicals (World's· 

Work,L1 terary Digest, Outlook, ~ Republic, and Nation), 

and tour newspapers (~.!f. York Times, Chicago Tribune, 

tQhicago Herald-Examiner, and Christian Science Monitor). 

About fifteen issues of each periodical were selected, 

II 
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~hr.~~ every_ ~hi_r.d re8:r• in such a manner that one 
. . . 

P.~ri_~d~~Ei:l_ <>r._~no~~er- covered almost every month ?t 

every year from 1905 to 1922. · In this way, as Dr. 
' .. . 

Washburne points out, they 1tavoided seasonal weight-
• • ' j ; ,, ., ' -

ings of items, and secured information over a wide 
. . 

enough range of years to avoid the danger of over-

emphasis of purely transitory material." Altogether 

they collected in this way 81.434 allusi'ons, which 

were recorded on slips in the following form: 

Person -·Place - Date Number of ArticleE Number of Times 
or Event 

Periodical ••••••••••. 

Date of Same ••••••••• 

Information Allusion Special Article 

These slips were then arranged alphabetically, so that 

all dealing with one item would come together,. and they 

were then transcribed on large sheets, with years indi­

cated by horizontal rows and periodicals, by vertical 

columns. In this way, all the allusions to any one 

item were recorded on one sheet, like the following: 
'i 
, I 

' 
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CAESAR, JULIUS 41~ 18 - 58 - 78 
Person Place · Event. . Dat.e 

.. 

)5 06 ·07 08 09 0 ll etc. 
Ill I 

A - --,,, I ~ II .. 

B - - -#,1+- I :a -
C ,· 

CH 
I --

I II II 

CY - -
D I -

I 
E -
.. 

etc • 

(The vertical marks on this summary sheet represent 

allusions; t.he horizontal marks, the number of articles 

in which t.he allusions occur. The·· numbers in the upper 

right-haad corner represent: 

l) The number of "periodical-years," which was 

found by counting t.he square_s in which allu­

sions were noted and which made periodicals 

and years ot equal v~lue, so that virtually 

it weighted each year by the number ot periodi­

cals containing allusions to the item in 
. . . f.~,l 

que~~ion during t.hat. year. Thus, the "periodi-

cal-years" showed general spread ot allusions 
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~'!~:. _ b°. t~ . ~~~~ and periodicals, and conse­

quently showed the likelihood or meeting 

them, giving an almost perfect index, unin­

fl~enced by the tact that one article might 

have a surprisingly large number ot allu­

sions to an item that- was almost never men• 

tioned again in other articles or that 

during a certain space or time a number or 
periodicals might give a great deal or 

space to a current event that soon died 

out. The maximum possible number or per­

iodical~years tor any one item was 261. 

2) The range or years, which was determined 

by noting the lapse of time from the first 

year in which an allusion was round to the 

last year in which it was round. The maxi-

mum possible was 18. 

3) The number of articles containing allusions 

to the item in question, i.e. the sum or the 

horizontal marks. 

4) The gross number or allusions, i.e. the sum 

or the vertical marks.) 

Then the summary-sheets were arranged in order or rank, 

.1 first by periodical-yearsj then, if some were tied, by 

range or years; then, if some weee still tied, by num-
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ber of' articles; and f'inally, if' some were equal· even 

af'ter this, by gross number of allusions. This gave 

. a strictly objective ranking of all the i terns. ·Wash• 
.. . .. 

~urne I s study remains one of' the large_st and most com­

plete studies of' this type ever made •.. It· should, how­

ever, be noted that this study was made by a consi-

derable staf'f' under the direction of' Dr. Washburne. 

B - GEOGRAPHY 

Thomas. In the f'ield of' Geography alone, there have 

been several investigations f'ollowing this 

method. J.B.Thomas (5), apparently using a procedure 

similar to Bagley•s, counted the geographical ref'er­

ences in f'our issues each of' the Indianapolis News and 

the Danville Gazette and in six issues of' the Youth's 

Companion, selected at random f'rom the period 1911-

1918. In general, his study verified Bagley•s results, 

as also those of' Branam and Reavis, who conducted a 

similar curricular investigation by a dif'f'erent method 

(6). However, Thomas• study, like most of' the others 

to be discussed here, was an unpublished Master of' 

Arts thesis and therefore not directly accessible to 

the present writer, who knows of' it merely f'rom a 

brief description of' it in the Third Yearbook of' the 

Department of' Superintendence of' the National Education 

Association. 

II 
II 

II 

II 
II 

II 
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Rugg and Hockett. H.o.Rugg and J.Hockett (7) tabu-

lated every reference to a map location in a hundred 
. ' . . . . ' . . - '. 

issues of the following critical magazines during the 
- .. . . ' ' . 

period from November 1918 to April 1924: Our World, --
International Interpreter,~ Republic, Nation, 

Outlook, Living Ase, Manchester Guardian Weekly. They 

~sed two unite of measurement: l)percentage of total 

number of issues in which mentioned; 2) gross fre­

q~ency of mention (the less important measure of the 

two). They also tabulated the number of articles 

dealing with map locations in four volumes of the 

Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature and the Inter-""'""'------ ---- -
national Index tor the years 1919, 1920, 1922, and 

1923. 

Charters. W.W. Charters (8) examined the first num-

ber of the Literary Digest tor October of 

alternate years from 1899 to 1913 inclusive tor items 

in place geography. Advertisements, maps and lists of 

places were omitted, but cartoons were included, •be­

cause they are essential parts of reading matter wide­

ly used to make ideas clear. 11 "Mention of activities 

of inhabitants was as important as mention of the 

country." (For example, 11 Enlgish 11 was counted with 

"England.•) Every reference was tabulated, in contra­

distinction to the tabulation of one reference per 

paragraph or per article, as was the rule in some of 
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the other studies·o:r this nature. This was done be­

cause of the effort· to obiain a complete analysis, 
. ' . . . ·- . . . . . 

the author explains. In general this study, too, 

support.jd Bagley•s results. 

C. - HISTORY 

Bagley, Marston In the field of History alone, Bag­
and McKown. 

ley, L.R.Marst.on, and H.C.McKown 

made an investigation of misplacements of emphasis 

in seventh and eighth grade history, and amongst other 

criteria they used ratings arrived at by this method 

of periodical-analysis. (9) They studied twenty 

issues oft.he Atl~ntic Monthly, seventy-eight issues 

of the ~~!.2!!, t.hirt.y-eight issues of Q_Qllier I s Wee~­

!l, and twenty issues of the Saturday §Jening Post. 

The samplings were distributed over the period of 

ten years from 1904 to 1913 in such a maMer that each 

year was represented by approximately the same number 

of issues. Each name was credited with only one refer­

ence :for each article in which it appeared. 

Sharon. J .A.Sharo.n (10) studied two weeks I issues ot 

each of nine representative newspapers, 

measuring t.he numbe.r of articles, like Bagley, and 

also the total length of. the articles, or t.he amount. 

of space devoted to the subject. in linear inches. 
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Nason. J .lv!.Nason, in another unpublished Master of' 
. ' . . 

Arts thesis, .. _(ll) studied 124 editorial pages 

of the following periodicals, from the twelfth to the .... ' ... _, ,. 

t~~n~y-second of each month between March 1923 and 

March 1925: Ne~ York Times, Chicago Evening Post, 

!aturday Evening Post, Collier I s Weekly, and London 
- .. . I . . . . 

Times. He likewise studied 1057 cartoons f'rom the 
. . . . ' 

Literary Digest and Current Opinion. He was inter­

ested in discovering what problems dealing with inter­

national relations were discussed in them. He then 
' 

compared the list. which he arrived at through this 

method with a list which he made up similarly of the 

topics in seven commonly used textbooks in American 

history, for all events since 1789 1 the time when the 

Unit.ed Stat.es became a fully organized nation. 

D. - SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Davis. Miss M.B.Davis (12) made an analysis of twen­

t.y-one periodicals and a similar analysis of 

t.opics list.ad in the Reader 1s Guide ·to Periodical ill-
erature for Oct.ober 1920 i'n an effort to determine 

what t~pics shoul'd be included in instruction in 

Civics. The magazines were selected from a list api~ 

proved by the American Library Associatio·n, t.he Mas-

sachusetts Library Association, t.he Reader's Guide 

to Periodical Literature, t.hree lists recommended 

for high school use, and a list believed by the writer 

,, 

i 
I 
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to represent.extreme radical opinion. Those maga­

zines dealing with special subjects or devoted to 

particalar interests were rejected. The author con-
. . . 

sidered the various methods of measuring: measuring 

~inear space, counting pages, and counting frequency 

of mention, and finally chose the latter on the as­

sumption that the topics most discussed were the 

most important. Each magazine in which an item or a 

group ot items appeared was credited with one score. 

Also each topic was credited with one score. And a 

similar method of scoring was used in tabulating the 

Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature. - --
Bobbitt. Professor F. Bobbitt (13) attempted to 

discover the major categories of man•s 

activities through analysis of reading materials con­

cerning "what man is thinking about, what he is deal­

ing with, and what activities he is performing." A­

mongst other reading materials he included periodi­

cals, as represented in the Reader's Guide !2. Perio­

.!!_ical Literature ot 1919 to 1921, and newsp~pers, 

as represented in the New York Times !o~ ot April 

to June, 1924 and October to December of the same 

year. His unit ot measure for the New York Times -
Index was the number of column-inches of space devoted 

to the several topics, only those topics being includ• 
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ed to which at least one half inch of columnar space 

wa~ given. The study of the Reader's Guide consisted 

simply of a listing of the topics menti.oned therein. 

Palmer. · P.L.Palmer (14) attempted. to discover "'the 

things which enter into man's interests and 

affairs" from a study of all issues of the Literary 

Digest from 1900 to 1925 and a random sampling of 

issues for the ten years previous to 1900. The var­

ious topics mentioned were tabulated and rated accord­

ing to frequency of mention and index of persistency, 

which was computed in terms ot the percentage of the 

total number of thirty-six calendar years in which 

·a given item of the classification was represented 

by a frequency of at least one. 

Wells. c.o.Wells (15) analyzed 105 issues of news­

papers representing ten different sections ot 

the country and published between December 21, .1923 

and February 15, 1925, the Reader's Guide to Periodi--
.£!! Literature for 1924, and the~ York Times~ 

~. for 1924 in an attempt"to discover the political 

activities of 'lay• citizens on the assumption that 

periodicals discuss such activities as news and there­

by re.fleet the things people do and think about in 

political matters. 11 · 

Dulebohn. I.H.Dulebohn (16) studied the editorials 
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in odd issues .. o~ _ni_ne ne_w~papers from different sec­

tions of the country tor the three months between 
' . 

December l, 1924 and March l, 1925 in order •to de­

termine what civic and social.deficiencies exist in 

terms ot specific activities in which people engage."' 

For a measure of persistency four Chicago newspapers 

for the tour years between January l, 1921 and January 

l, 1925 were used. To obtain more "seasoned" edito­

rials six magazines tor the years 1921 to 1924 inclu­

sive were used. In counting the deficiencies two 

methods were employed: In one case each deficiency 

was counted once tor each paragraph in which it was 

mentioned. In the other case it was counted once 

for each article. There was an unexpected degree 

of parallelism in the results, the author reported. 

Nietz. J.H.Nietz (17) compiled a list of the duties 

and traits of a good citizen from editorials 

in 168 issues of seven leading newspapers in the United 

States, covering a period ot tour years, from fifty-.· 

five special articles on citizenship published in 

eighteen leading magazines and bulletins during five 

years, and from personal interviews with lll •leaders 

of thought,"' mostly in OhioQgo. In each case an attempt 

was made to secure samplings of different shades of 

.public opinion: reactionary, conservative, progres­

sive, and ultra-progressive, with the most, of course, 

ot the two middle types. 
I I 
I I 
I 
I 
' 
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Bixler, G.K,Bixler (18), studying the social prob­

lems of the labor group, and· using as the 

unit of measurement gook-pages (equated to pages of 

350 words each) , analyzed ten books · dealing with 

labor problems and seven periodicals: American-Fed---------- -
erationist, Amalgamated Journal, Labor Advocate, ~­

.EE!. World, Monthly Labor ~view, \Yorkers• Monthly, 

.§_urvey ~ Survey Graphic, The first four represent 

organized labor, the fifth is a government publicatim, 

and the sixth represents radical opinion. Of the 

Amalgamated Journal, the Labor Advocate and the Labor 

!£orld, the first thirteen issues for 1925 were selec­

ted, Of the Workers• Monthly, the five issues from 

November 1924 t~rough March 1925 were chosen. And 

the others were talcen complete tor 1924, 

Lorenzen. c.~~Lorenz~.r:i, (19)_,_ making a study of approved 

social_ b_e~avior, analyzed books on etiquette, 

eleven _"suc_ce_ss"books, and 123 articles_ in the !'!1erican 

,Magazine from_ Janua~y 1919 to June 1925. The unit ot 

measurement was book-pages for the books and frequency 
. . . . . 

of mention 1n the American Magazine, The results were 

then given in percentages to show the relative emphases. 

E. - SCIENCE 

Searle and Ruch, A.H.Searle and G,M,Ruch made a study 

I I 
II 

" 
' 
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of sci_ence .articles in magazines. (20) They went 
- ................ -·-- •-•·- .... k .. ·• •O '•-•-• ,.._ 

throu~h_,the entire ~i~es _of th~ Literary Digest,_ the 

American Magazine, the Review ~t. ~eviews, Current 

Opinion, National Geographic, ~~antic Monthly. Scrib­

ner's, and World's Work for the ten years from Janu-
. . ' ' 

l, 1914 through December 1923, through the !aturday . ... . . .. .. . " •· ..... •· ··• . . . . ··. .. . . . . . ' . . 

Evening Post for five years and six months, and through 

five ye~rs of Science and five years of Scientific 

M,onthly. They considered each article in the light 

of three questions: l) Does the article contribute 

to the background needed for an intelligent understand­

ing of the principles, discoveries and inventions of 

science? 2) Is the article in close relation to the 

interests of pupils in regard to science, and will 

it contribute to the satisfaction of the scientific 

interests of adults? 3) Will the article make a 

contribution toward a scientific attitude -on the part 

of the reader? Each article meeting one or more of 

these criteria was _selected, and the total number of 

column i_nches occupied by it was measured and recorded 

together with the title, source, date of publication, 

page and author. Naturally, not all the columns were 

of the same width, nor were the types used of uniform 

size. Therefore a thousand column inches were selected 

at random in each of the various magazines. The aver­

age number of words perfaolumn-inch was then determined. 

11 
' 
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This factor was multiplied by the r~co'rded number of 

column inches 'tor eac'h article, and the product was 

talcen as the number of words in the article. The 
. ''· 

articles were then classified according to subject, -

as physics, chemistry, etc. Then the articles in 

each subject classif'icationswere classified according 

to 'topic and tabulated. 

Hopkins. L.T.Hopkins (21) studied the scientific 

articles in a number of' newspapers and mag­

azines in order "to see what scientific information 

a person needed to know in order to read intelligent­

ly the daily newspapers and a selected list of maga­

zines." He used the Rocky Mountain y~, the penver 

!!Et~ the Denver Express and the Denver Post, of each 

of which he took a month's issues, including four 

Sunday editions, from February 15 to March 15, 1924. 

He also used Popular Mechanics, Scientific American, 

Ladies' !I™ Journal, Good J{ousekeeping 1 §..~turday 

!,vening Post, Literary ~igest, gountry ~~tleman and 

Farm Journal, of each of which he took the issues for 

six months (February, April, June, August, October and 

December) • In the case of the weeklies I he took the 

second issue for the month. Each article of scienti­

fic interest was clipped, labelled with the name and 

date of publication, and placed in an envelope. 

I 
11 

I I 

' I, 
I 
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These were then classified according to· branches of 

science,- as biology, chemistry, etc~, - and then 
. .. - . . . 

further classified into smaller sub-divisions.· .. To 

get a constant measure (since size of type, width of · 

column and spacing between words.varied), the regular 

column of the Rock.r Mountain ~Y!. was taken as a 

standard and the. numbers of row-inches in. all the 

other newspapers and·magazines were multiplied by a 

constant factor in order to procure a corrected num­

ber of inches. In measuring the articles .for the 

number of inches, he only included that part of an 

article which was devoted to the scientific principle 

or its application, the remaining filler being elim­

inated. 

Curtis "Knowl- F.D.Curtis likewise set out to deter­
edge II Study. 

mine what sorts of scientific knowl-

edge are demanded for an intelligent reading of the 

public press. (22) He used 2783 newspaper articles, 

2153 of them being from the articles used by Caldwell 

and Finley in the study "Biology in the Public Press, n 

(23) which we shall describe a little later, and 630· 

others of miscellaneous scientific content, being 

clipped from about two weeks' issues, consecutive, 

with a few exceptions, eighty-three complete issues 

in all, of six representative newspapers other than 

11 
11 

! ! 
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those sampled by Caldwell and Finley. These 630 

articles included all of the scientific content of 

the issues selected. All these articles were then 

subjected to three analyses (U,V,W), and then the 630 

addi~io~al ones were subjected to three mor~ analyses 

(X,Y,Z). Analysis "U" dealt with the fupction of 

the article: a) none; b) general interest i c) movement, 

cause, etc.; d) information - l) useful, 2) cultural, 

3) reifying value; e) advice; f) instruction as to 

how to do something. Analysis "V" dealt with the meth­

od of treatment: a) rambling "space-filler" j b) in­

cidental; c) straightforward statement of fact; d) 

considerable amount of information; e) dignified, 

logically organized, unified and coherent -discussion 

in a leisurely fashion. Analysis "W" dealt with the 

content: a) terminology~ e_x~~ai_~ed or assumed; b) 

general information, gi~en or required; c) definite 
. . . ,. . ' . . . . . . . . •-· - - . . . - . - . 

i_nfo~ma~ion, I:'- technical p~ocess or technical infor­

mation needed; d) theory and hypothesis, new hypothesis 

exp~ained or old ~rpothesis discussed but assuming 

previou~ ~nowledge, .. Analysis "X". was simple classi­

!icat~on ~s belonging to physical or biological sci­

ences. Analysis "Y" was_ classification by topics and 

percentages of frequency. Analysis "Z" consisted of . . . 

a grouping of scientific terms and recording of the 

number of different articles in which each appeared 

one or more times. This was by far the most elabo-

i 
I 



rate of these studies. 

Curtis 11vocab­
ulary11 Study. 

Curtis (24) also made a study of the 

vocabulary of scientific articles ap• 

pearing in daily newspapers, in which he counted the 

words of scientific import in a number of articles - -· •-- .,. . . . ... -- .... , •· - .. - . ,. 

and compared the results with Thorndike's general 
···•····:. ··-····--··· .... - ··- ···-·· ······- •····• 

English word-list to see what words besides those which . . .. . . . . ··-· . . . . .. . . . . .. . ~ . - . . .. - - - . ·• 

T1!,or,~di~e. lists must be taught to enable the pupil 

to understand ordinary scientific articles in news-
------··-.. ·• ·-· ······· ' 

papers and periodicals. 

Watkins. R.K.Watkins (~5), in order to discover the 

commonly accepted aims of General Science 

instruction, using as his unit of measurement the fre­

quency of mention, compiled a list of aims by a study 

of School Science !!1!!, Mathematics from January l, 1910 

to December l, 1921, of General Science Quarterly from 

November 1916 to March 1922, as also of books on the 

teaching of science, scattered references to other 

periodical material found in bibliographies of gen­

eral science, and statements of aims found in prefaces 

to all available text-boolcs of general science. 

Finley and C.W.Finley and o.W.Caldwell set out "to 
Caldwell. 

determine the types of biology now going 

to the public through the press." (26) They studied 
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the complete issues ot eleven prominent newspapers 

for the entire month of June 1921 and of three of• 

the same papers and three other newspapers tor the 

month of November 1921. These papers were so selected 

as to include those with large circulation but rather 

limited geographical distribution, those with large 

circulation and wide distribution, those with more 

limited circulation and narrow distribution, those 

~u~l~s~ed i~ ~~rge cities and ~h~se pu~lis~ed in small 

cities. The article was then classified according - ..,. . .. .. . . . .. ~ 

to the name of the article, a serial number, its 

date, the number of linear inches of space, the gen­

eral topic under which it might perhaps later be 

classified and a brief phrase suggestive of the con­

tent. 

Meyers. W.L.Meyers (27) tried to find the answers 

to two questions: "What are the heal th 

matters which tend to give concern to the members 

of the general communi ty? 11 and "What heal th matters 

are referred to in general news items and the discus­

sions in newspapers and magazines?" To answer the 

first question an analysis was made of the letters 

in the health columns ot 175 issues of the Qh~cago 

~aily Tribune for 1918, 1921 and 1923, and of 140' 

issues of the ~hicago Daily E.!:!!!. tor 1918 and 1919. 

The issues selected were distributed rather evenly 
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ove~ the years to eliminate seasonal differences. 

The unit of measurement was the frequency ot mention. 

And to ansvier the second question a study was made 

of 270 issues of the New York Times tor 1924 as pre--
sented in the quarterly index and. of health topics 

treated in magazine articles as presented in the 
. . . . . . . . - . . '. . ~ . . ... 

.. 
Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature tor the three --· -
year period from 1919 to 1921. 

F. - MATHEMATICS 

Adams. Desiring to discover the mathematics encoun­

tered in the general reading of newspapers 

and periodicals, H.W.Adams (28) studied the nathema-

tics employed in the news, special articles, edi tori­

als, advertisements, legal notices, market reports, 

sporting pages, etc. of one issue of each of twenty 

newspapers and magazines widely read by the general 

public. The following twenty periodicals were in­

cluded in the study: fhicago Herald~ Examiner; 

Chicago Evening American; St. Louis Post-Dispatch; 

§_pringfield, Mississippi, Republic; Springfield Lead­

E; Lebanon Rustic; f!:ihtinder; Furrow; Dearborn !!!­

?ependent; Springfield Laborer; Cosmopolitan; \Yoman•s 

~!. Companion; American Magazine; Household; Pictor­

~ Review; !oman•s World; Literary Digest; Modern 

Priscilla; McCall• s; and ,!'fe.t!onal ~!ographic J.!agazine. 

I 
' ' ' ', 
I 
I 
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Scar!. R.C .Scarf (29) 1 studying .the mathematics 

used in popular science, and using frequency 

of mention as the unit of measurement, analyzed three 

popular science books and five general magazines: 

Scientific American (August and November, i923; Feb­

ruary and May, 1924); Popular Science Monthly (Novem­

ber and December, 1924; January and February, 1925); 

•science~ Invention" in the Literary Digest (thir­

teen issues from January 6 to March 31, 1923); ~­

!D~ filll! Invention (Nov~mbei:- and December, 1924; 

January and February, 1925); Scribner's Magazine 

(six articles). 

. G. - BtBLISH 

Pressey. s.L.Pressey (30) made a study of letters, 

magazines and newspapers to determine the 

frequency with which capitals are used tor various 

purposes. 

Ruhlen and H. Ruhlen ands. L.Pressey (31) suggested 
Pressey. 

.rules for punctuation upon the basis ot 

a study of 100 business letters, fifty professional 

letters, and issues of several magazines and news­

papers to determine the types and frequency of punc­

tuation in common use. 

f I 

I' 

' " 
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H. - SUMMARY OF PROCEDURES 

' The Chart. · Now it would be well . for us to summarize 
. •• •• ' ;'. . I -

the prooed~res used ,in the ma9y studies 
; r ....... ,. •. - . 

which we have described. On pages 33A, 33B, and 330 
. . ' . . 

there will be found a,.~chart showing at a glance _ all 

the different units of measurement and factors consi­

dered in all the studies, as well as some indication 

of the size of each study in terms of the sampling 

taken. (A question-mark in the "Gross Allusions"· 

column or in the "Articles" column or in both· indi_­

cates that in the report of the investi.gation which 

the author examined the unit of measurement was given . . . 

as "Frequency of Mention, 11' which may be interpreted 

in either or these two sense. Since these studies, 

as has been stated before, were tor the most part 

not directly accessible, but found only at second­

hand, there was no way of determining which of the 

two meanings was intended in each case.) 

It will be seen from the chart that All Possible 
Scoring-Points 
Used in This 
Study. 

the unit of measurement most frequent,. 

ly used_ in these .studies has been the 

number. of articles bearing on a topic. NeK.t popular 

has been the number of gross allusions to the topic, 

and then column inches. In this study we have used 

all possible scoring-points. Our object was to de-
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termine, ~y comparison, whic_h procedure is actually 

the best and to what extent the results obtained by 

each ot them coincide with those obtained by the 

others. Heretofore, as can be seen at a glance, 

there has been no unitormi ty ot · procedure v1hatsoever 

for this type ot study, each investigator setting up 

his own criteria for the inclusion or rejection ot 

articles, determining the character ot his sampling, 

and choosing his own method of analysis. It would be 

highly ~esirable to establish uniform principles ot 

procedure which might be followed by anyone using 

this method, so that the results might be more easily 

compared and interpreted. 

I. - LIMITATIONS OF THE METHOD 

Bagley•s State- There are several more or less serious 
ment of' Limita-
tions. limitations inherent in this method 

of' curriculum construction on the 

basis of periodical-analysis. Professor Bagley, when 

he made his pioneer study, was conscious of them. He 

states the chief objection as follows: 

"It would be reasonable to infer that, in the 
material which they furnish to their readers, 
newspapers are somewhat limited by the basis 
of' interpretive knowledge that they may as­
sume on the part of' their readers. This infer­
ence is strongly borne out by the results of' 
our initial tests. In certain newspapers we 
found geographical and historical references 
very few and far between. In such papers the 

· appeal is largely upon the basis ot primitive 
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interests (or instincts) which· can .. be safe­
ly assumed to_ be common to all; hence the 
so-called •sensational' character of such 
journals •.. On the other hand, .there· are 
journals that. presuppose a large capital 
of int.erpret.1 ve information among their· 

·readers, and which are, for this reason, 
commonly l_imit.ed in the, number of their·· 
readess. This is strikingly illustrated · 
by one periodical which_ was taken o'ile_r by a 
publisher some years ago with the avowed in­
tent.ion of increasing its circulation.· He···· 
succeeded admirably. ·We· computed the· ·:number 
of historical, geographical, and 11 t.erary · · 
references from an equal numbe·r ot· samplings 
over a period five years before-and five 
years after the magazine changed"harids·. · As 
the circulation increased ·the·_ number· of ref­
irencj~ decreased; and.for sb~e cla~~~ij-of' -
referahciis the· decrease was almost. precisely 
1n·proport.ion to the increase in circula­
tion. 

"It. \'/ould appear~.-~.; t.hat"any method ·that 
~t.t.~mpti t.~ utilize current literature as 
a criterion for the select.ion of education-
al materials should be applied with a dis­
tinct. understanding that. it. may simply result. 
in a circular form of reasoning: current lit­
erature of a 'general' nature is likely to 
represent. pretty accurately the level of 
'general' education. In some respects, it. 
is just as valid to infer from _the content. 
of the school program what. the character of 
current literature will be a•_-t.o infer from 
the character of current. liierat.ure what 
the content. of the -school program should be. 
Certainly, if there is a caasal relation­
ship, it is from the school· to current 11 t­
erat.ure, and not. vice versa. 11 (32) 

Discussion 
of Bagley•s 
Statement.. 

Here, then, are t.w9 very serious objec­

tions to this met.hod, though they are 

both very closely related. First of all, since the 

material in a newspaper or a magazine is largely 
. . ' 

determined by the· background of its readers, if' we 
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attempt to base a ourrioulum upon this material we 

are merely perpetuating and reinforcing the defi­

oienoies.of that background, A satisfactory ourri­

oulum should improve upon life as muoh as possible. 

Seoon~ly, sinoe the background of the readers is 

a result of the educational ourrioulum to_ whioh 

they have been subjeoted, and sinoe ·the material 

in the newspapers and magazines is in t&rn in­

fluenoed by that background, if we base our new 

curriculum on this material we are in effect simply 

maintaining the status quo and retaining our old 

curriculum. These are the two chief arguments against 

this method. There are at least two others, though. 

Two Addition­
al Limitations. 

The very assumption on whioh this 

method is based is questionable. 

In other words, it is doubtful if periodicals do ac-

tually give a true picture of the life which they 

report on. Literature, even of the newspaper vari~ 

ety, puts entirely different emphases upon things 

from real life, if only because of the interest 

faotor, or what is known as "reader-appeal." Bread 

and butter find very little plaoe in our reading, 

though very muoh in our life. Literature is highly 

selective; life, conglomerate. And the final objeo­

tion to the method is on purely soientifio grounds. 

The validity of any scientific procedure is a direot 
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:function o:t' the unitorini ty ot the criteria it em­

ploys.· Now, eince periodicals dit:t'er· widely :from 

one another, it. would be inaccurate to base a curri­

culum on any o:t' them, unless, of course, we are sure 

that we are taking a perfectly representative samp­

ling, which is very difficult. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the investi­

gator using this DJlt.hod must be extremely cautious 

in the conclusions which he draws from his results 

and the recommendations which he makes upon the 

basis of his study. For this reason it would be 

well for us here briefly to discuss what conclu­

sions may justifiably be drawn from such studies. 

J. • JUSTIFIED CONCLUSIONS 

Does· Not Demon­
strate Relative 
Importance o:t' 
Specific Topics. 

Obviously, i:t' we realize that our 

results in this type of investi­

gation are influenced by the read­

er• s backgrounds and by the existing curricula, and 

that they represent a selection from life rat.her 

than the whole of life, we shall not fall into the 

error of thinking that the percentage of articles 

devoted to any topic, or the amount. of space given 

to it, or any other of the frequency measures may 

be considered as indicating the relative import­

ance of that topic. This is pointed out by Searle 
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and Ruch (33) and by Bobbitt, (34)and was no doubt 

recognized by the other investigators also •. Finley 

and Caldwell amplity this idea when they comment, 

in connection with their study: 

11·The conclusion cannot be drawn that, since 
these biologi6al articles have been found and 
since they are clearly grouped into certain 
definite headings, therefore these are neces­
sarily the topics toward which all high school 
instruction in biology should be directed. 
It may be that there are types of available 
biological intormation_ which should be pre­
sented which are omitted in the newspaper 
articles. Possibly, also, some needful bi­
ological information is as yet unkown to bi­
ologists, or if known has not been made avail• 
able to the public press. Possibly the press 
would publish, and the pijblic would like to 
read, much more biological material of much 
wider range, if it were made available. 
These are questions which the present study 
does not determine, but which should receive 
later attention." (35) 

Does Indicate 
Significant 
Topics, How­
ever. 

portance, nor 

unimportance, 

public press 

importance. 

However, although the frequencies 

in which the various topics occur 

do not indicate their relative im-

the omission of other topics, their 

the presence of these topics in the 

shows, at least, that they are ot some 

As Bobbitt puts it: 

11It is not certain that the items of most 
frequent mention are always the items of 
greatest importance. They are fairly cer­
tain, however, to be important matters, 
which ought to be effectively taken care 
of in the upbringing of the younger gener­
ation. 11 (36) 

Or in another place: 
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"It .. is probablJ that the number and the seri­
ousness of ·the ·problems are the major influ­
ences in determining the frequency of dis- · 
cUssitin. · It is also possibl'e · that, for· edu- · 
cation, this is the major criteriQn ot value." 
(37) 

And Rugg, in commenting on this type of study in 

his introduction to the report on the Social Studies 

investigations, says: 

11 This does not imply that other meaningful 
and needed facts should not be taught ••••• 
But we are insisting that the most frequent­
ly mentioned, the most generally required, 
and the most crucial content ••••• be included 
and mastered." (38) 

Therefore, when Nason•s aim, for example, is stated 

as being "to discover by analyses of editorials and 

cartoons in newspapers and magazines what problems 

dealing with international relations confront the 
.. 

nations today, 11 (39) we may recognize it as a valid 

enough objective for this type of study, which is 

eminently suited to supply the desired information. 

Shows Knowledge 
Needed for Intel­
ligent Reading of 
Press. 

This type.·. of investigation is .. 
also especially effective as an 

index of the information which 

one needs for an intelligent reading of newspapers 

and magazines, which is one of the important activi­

ties of modern man, in which we should therefore 

train our pupils. As a matter of :fact, this type 

ot investigation provides the only such index pos-

I 
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sible; since it deals directly with those newspa­

pers and ·magazines which our pupils are· to ·be trained 

to read intelligently.· Finley and Caldwell say of 

their study: 

•It seems safe to conclude •••• that since 
these types of biological knowledge are going 
to the public in such large quantities all 
over the whole country, the course in school 
biology should consider them a part of the 
legitimate foundation upon which to proceed 
in constructing a course of study. Other 
evidences when developed should also be used 
in whatever ways those new evidences may 
justify." (40)· 

And Washburne, speaking of the list of topics in 

History and Geography which he had compiled in the 

course of his investigation, states: 

"This list gives the relative probability 
of meeting allusions to the persons, places, 
and events named. It shows, therefore, the 
relative importance of these items from the 
standpoint. of enabling children to read in­
telligently.11 (41) 

And in line with this idea we find that several of 

the investigators have even stated their aims in 

these terms. For instance, Hopkins gives as the 

purpose of his study: "to see what scientific in­

formation a person needed to know in order to read 

intelligently the daily newspapers and a selected 

list of magazines." (42) Similarly the aim of 

Curtis' vocabulary-study is said to be "to see what 

words •••• must be taught to enable the pupil to un­

derstand ordinary scientific articles in newspapers 



- 41 • 

and periodicals." (43) And the other study by 

Curtis which we referred to has as its aim: •to de­

termine what sorts of sci~ntific knowledge are de­

manded tor an intelligent reading of the public 

press." (44) Searle and Ruch· likewise adopt a 

similar objective. (45) 

Periodicals Finally, this type of investigation 
As Classroom 
Aids. is invaluable in determining the ex-

tent to which newspapers and other periodicals can 

be used as classroom aids. Thus, for instance, 

Finley and Caldwell say: 

"·Teachers should use many of these types of 
articles, or others equally good, as cases 
or situations with which to begin discus­
sions or study of classroom problems in bi­
ological instruction •••• Constant employ­
ment of such specific t'ypes of public use 
of biology as are set forth in the newspa­
pers studied would probably do muc~ to ad­
vance the value of biological instruction.• 
(46) 

Summary of Justi­
fied Conclusions. 

This method, then, justifies 

three types of conelusions: 

first, as to "minimum essentials," i.e. types of 

information which must undoubtedly be included in 

the curriculum; second, as to training in intelli­

gent reading of the public press; and third, as to 

the use of the public press as a classroom aid. 
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K. - A NOTE ON THIS STUDY 

Difference be- With reference to our own study, 
tween Secular · 
Periodicals and we may consider several addition­
Jewish Press. 

al points. First, since Jewish 

life in this country represents the group lite of 

a small minority, it might be argued that Jewish 

periodicals are "special-interest" publications 

and for this reason afford, perhaps, a better in­

dex to the status of that minority-group life than 

the general, secular periodicals, with their broad 

scope and wide variations, afford to the status of 

the life of the majority group. Hence, a smaller 

sampling in our field is apt to yield more relia- · 

ble results than a similar sampling in the secu­

lar field. The old preacher Masliansky jested, at 

the Biltmore Conference of Zionists· and Non-Zion­

ists, "Our modern Jewish press is so·. marvelous that 

if a Jew is beaten in Poland, headlines appear in 

every Jewish paper eight hours before it happens. 11 

This jest has enough truth in it to support our 

thesis. 

The Vital Prob­
lems of Jewish 
Life Actually 
Represented in 
the Periodicals. 

Secondly, the argument that bread 

and butter plays little role 

in the newspapers but a great 

role in every-day life is not so applicable to 
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Jewish life as it is to secular life. What we 

read · about in the Jewish newspapers . tends .. · to convey 

a much more accurate picture ot Jewish life than in 

the parallel secular ail~at~qn, because Jewish lite 

consists to so great a degree· of just those prob­

lems, institutions, movements and-activities which 

are likely to creep into the newspaper columns. 

The bread-and-butter aspects of life do not fall 

within its purview. 

Jewish Periodi- Furthermore, it seems to the writer 
cals Help Shape 
Jewish Life. that since Jewish newspapers exert 

so profound an influence on the 

shaping of Jewish group life and activity, and since 

t.heir propaganda-(in the better sense)-value for 

the stimulation and enrichment of Jewi•sh life is so 

consciously recognized and emphasized, we should not 

be going so far afield in admitting them to an in­

fluence on our school curriculum. 

Great Need of Another reason that this type of 
Functional Con-
tent in Jewish study seems so necessary and promi­
Educa tion. 

sing in our field is that, while all 

schools profess to aim to prepare children for par­

ticipation in present-day Jewish life, examination· 

of our curricula as they appear in actual use reveals 

very little content directed specifically to this end. 

I 
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Ia Biblioal History neoessary for present day Jew­

ish living? If it ia we ought to find it refleoted 

in referenoea in our press, at least to some appre­

oiable extent. If it does not so appear we might 

question not so much, perhaps, whether we ought to 

teaoh Biblioal History, but whether we are teaohing 

it in a manner which would tend to make it funo­

tional. So with the other subjects in our tradi­

tional curriculum. A study of this nature should 

reveal, on the one hand, whether what we are teach­

ing yields any evideno~ that it is functioning, and 

on the other hand, whether material that we will 

find from our analysis actually to function ie rep­

resented in our ourrioulum. 
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Selecting· 
the Periodi­
cals. 

III - PROCEDURE 

The first step in a study of this 

kind is naturally the selection of 

the periodicals to be studied. At first we thought 

of including all JeV1ish periodicals, those published 

in.other countries as well as those published here. 

But upon closer consideration we realized that since 

our aim was to study these periodicals in their re­

lation to American Jewish life and American Jewish 

education, foreign publications did not properly 

belong within the scope of our study. By the same 

logic it was decided to exclude Jewish foreign-lang­

uage periodicals published in the United States, 

since these cater mainly to the first-generation 

immigrant group, whereas in our schools we are deal­

ing with American-born children to whom the life 

represented by these periodicals is completely 

strange. We therefore confined our attention to 

periodicals published in the English language in 

the United States. 

Our first choice was, of course, the Jewish 

Daily Bulletin, a daily newspaper. Then, in our 

selection of the weekly periodicals for study, we 

attempted to obtain periodicals which would repre­

sent different geographical areas and different 

approaches to Judaism and Jewish life, realizing, 

.1 
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as we pointed out in our first chap~er, that it ~s . . . 

difficult tor any periodical to be entir~ly objec­

tive. Therefore we chose the American Hebrew, r~p­

resenting the New York district and the East in 

general, the American Israelite, representing the 

Middle West, the Bnai Brith Messenger, represent­

ing the West Coast, and the Reform Advocate, rep­

resenting the distinctively Reform point ot view, 

(in contrast with the Bnai Brith Messenger which 

is rather inclined towards Conservatism). These 

five, we felt, would provide an adequate, repre­

sentative sampling. 

Period ot 
Time Covered. 

The next question that arose was 

as to the period ot time to be 

covered. It was felt that in view of the amount ot 

work involved and the tact that the writer was work­

ing on the study alone I the period of time covered 

should not exceed one year. But then it became 

necessary to decide upon the exact year to be studied. 

We felt that the last two or three years would be un­

■uitable because the German situation has played 

so abnormally great a part in the news during this 

time, so that the picture of Jewish life obtained 

would most likely be a distorted one. On the other 

hand the years ~689 and 5690 (1929 and 1930) were 

similarly unsuitable tor our purposes because of 

the Arab situation in Palestine. Therefore, the only 
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recent year from the study of which we might get 

a normal picture was seen to be 5691 (1930-31); 

And so it was to this year that the study was lim­

ited. 

Random Selec­
tion of Issues. 

In order to ensure that the issues 

which we selected to work on would 

be normally diversified, in other words, in order to 

obtain an absolutely unselected, random sampling, we 

followed a set, previously determined system of selec­

tion. In the case of the Jewish Daily Bulletin, our 

only daily, we picked ihe fourth weelc of the first 

month, September, since that was the first week of 

the new Jewish year. In the second month, October, 

we took the third week; in November, the second; in 

December, the first; in January, the second again; 

in February, the third; and so on through the year. 

(In each case the week was taken as beginning with 

Sunday.) Since the Jewish R,aily Bulletin had no 

Saturday edition, we were able to divide the week 

exactly in half to obtain the three issues per 

month which we had decided to work with. Thus we 

alternated between Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday and 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday. In this way we selec­

ted thirty-seven issues of the Jewish Daily Bulletin. 

(The extra issue was included bee.ause the work had 

started before the system of selection had been 
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de~in_i tely determined upon, so that the issues tor 

September 1930 and January 1931 were not selected 

by this system. In the week of September 29 ·the 

issues used were those ot Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, 

and in the week of January 11, they were those ot 

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.) In the 

case of the weeklies, three issues ot each periodi­

cal were taken, one every four weeks, so that we 

had of the American Hebrew the issues of September 

26 1 October 24 and November 21; of the American 

Israelite, the issues of December 18 1 January 16, 

and February 12; of the Bnai Brith Messenger, the 

issues of March 13 1 April 10 and May 8; and ot the 

Reform Advocate, the issues of June 6 1 July 4 and 

August 1. It will be noticed, incidentally, that 

we covered the news of the year twice, once through 

the daily and once through the weeklies. 

The Record Now, the preliminary steps having been 
Card. 

completed, we proceeded to the.gatherins 

of our material. In the second chapter we have point­

ed out the need for a uniform procedure in studies 

of this nature, and have mentioned our resolve to 

take a step in this direct.ion by using and comparing 

as many of the units or measurement. used in the 

previous studies as possible. This meant that we 

had to accumulate data on the gross number of allu-

1 
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sions to any subject, the number of articles de-

voted to the subject, the number of inches of space 

given to it, the number of paragraphs in which ·1 t 

appeared, the number of topics subsumed under it, 

the number of words given to it, the number rif 

issues in whic_h it appears, its index of persis­

tency (the percentage of the total number of issues 

in which it is represented), the function of the 

allusion in the article in which i~appears, its 

manner of treatment, and its content, under which 

last we include in this study the number of other 

subjects in the article which are connected with 

this one. It was necessary to devise some means 

for recording this information as completely, as 

accurately, as simply and as economically as pos­

sible. To this end we used 3x5 filing-cards ruled 

off as in the diagram below: 

Subject 

Direct Periodi- Date Page, Col Remarks 
Cross cal and No. 
Refer. 

Frequen. 
Colu·mn 

Average 
Allusior Para- Words 

Inches 12raohs . 

No Parenth. Lens- Full 
Expa.an. thy Article 

News Inciden- Spee Integral Connection 
tal cial 

Art. . - No tie- Inci-
up dental Chief 

Pureose Connection 



- 50 -

On the first line we placed the item referred to. 

On the second line we placed information which 

would help us locate the reference at will. The 

first block on the line (the one to the extreme 

left) was the only exception. A check-mark v) 

in this block indicated that this was the first 

card made out for the particular article in which 

the reference occurred, which generally meant that 

this subject was the main subject of the article, 

Otherwise, the block was marked with a cross. 

The third line was reserved for the main quanti­

tative measures, - the frequency with which the 

subject was mentioned in the article, the number 

of column-incheb ~~ space devoted to it, the num­

ber of paragraphs in which it was mentioned, and 

finally, the number of words on the subject. 

(Headlines were also counted for frequency, but 

were considered as belonging to the first para­

graph.) It should be noted that for the frequency 

and paragraph-counts only the specific mention of 

the subject was considered (pronouns were not count­

ed), whereas i11 the inches- and word-counts all 

~aterial pertinent to the subject was included, even 

if the subject was not specifically roamed at all. 

On the diagram we have referred to the word-count 

as "Average Words." This is because the words 

were actually counted only when there were ver-y 
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few on the subject (in which case, it should be 

mentioned, a name or title was counted as merely one 
. . . . . ·, . . . 

word, no matter how long it was). Otherwise the 

number of column-inches was simply multiplied by a 

constant, which was determined !Qr each periodical 

by averaging the word-counts of twenty inches selec­

ted at randam (the first inch of the first column, 

the second inch of the second column, etc.), except 

where the periodical employed more than one size 

type, in which ten.sample inches of each kind were 

counted. It might be a_rgued that in recording inches 

and words tor each subject we were counting the same 

spac~ over again for every subject which was mentioned 

therein. And actually we are doing that. But we 

feel that it is justifiable to do so because in so 

far as it deals with a different subject it should 

be considered different itself, since it is viewed 

in an entirely different light. In other words, 

when we finally co~e to add the inches togethee, we 

shall have not actual column-inches, but reference­

inches, not actual paragraphs, but reference-para­

graphs I and so on. That is to· say, we shall really 

be multiplying the number of inches or the number of 

paragraphs or the number of words by the number of 

references. which they include. 
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But to return to the reoord-oard, the fo~rth line 

was designed to show the treatment accorded the eub­

jedt in the particular article, whether it waa merely 

mentioned, with no further comment or exp~anation, 

whether it was explained parenthetically, whether it 

was. discussed at length (of course the judgment of 

this depended upon the size of the article, so that 

this measure might mean that a couple of sentences 

were devoted to the subject, if the whole article con­

sisted of no more than a paragraph, or it might indi­

cate a number of full oo_lumns, where the article oo­

oupied one or more pages), or finally, whether the 

whole artiole was devoted to the subject. In each 

case a oheok-mark was placed in the appropriate block. 

Fu.notion. The fifth line of the card was devoted to 

the function in the article of the refer­

ence under oonsideration. The first block, "llews," 

was generally checked in connection with geographical 

references only, and indicated that the reference 

merely stated where an incident had happened or gave 

aome other information of purely transitory interest, 

and had no other function whatsoever in the article. 

The second block, if oheoked, indicated that the item 

was only referred to incidentally. The third block 

indicated that this was the main subject of the article, 

or at least one of the main subjeots. (For instance, 
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if the article discussed economic discrimination 

13:gainst the Jews in Poland, the cards for "Employ­

ment, 11 "Anti-Semitism," 11 Poland II and 11 Jews in Po­

land II would all be checked in this way.) .And the 

fourth block was checked if the reference under con­

sideration was integrally related to some other sub• 

ject in the article, and the subject to which it was 

related was noted in the space which we have marked 

"Connection. 11 (For instance, if the card was made 

out for "Passfield White Paper," this block would 

be checked and "Palestine" written into the "Connec­

tion II space.) 

Content. The sixth and last line was devoted to 

the informational content of the refer-

ence. We considered this from two aspects: first, 

from the number of different subjects which were 

subordinately connected with this one in the ~rticle 

(as we have mentioned in the preceding paragraph), 

and secondly (and naturally, this only applied in the 

case of historical references), from the extent to 

which this was tied up vn the article in question 

with some event in the present. The first block 

being left blank, the second block, if checked, in­

dicated that the item was merely mentioned and no 

attempt made to tie it up with the present. The 

I 
1, ., 
' 

" pl 



--= 

- 54 -

third block indicated that there was an incidental 

tie-up. For instance, when the Balfour Declaration 

was said to be violated by the Passfield White Paper, 

this block was checked on the card marked "Balfour 

Declaration" and 11 Pass1'ield White Paper"· was written 

into the space marked 11 Connection" on this line. 

And finally, if the chief purpose 01' the article 

was to draw a parallel or explain some connection 

between the past event or personality and some pre­

sent event or personality, the fourth block was c 

checked, and the connection indicated beside it. 

However, in actuality, we found extremely few such 

articles. 

Fields of 
Study. 

One more important item of information, 

representing, in fact, the core of the 

study, had to.ebe recorded adequately on the cards, 

and that was the general field of Jewish information 

to which a particular reference belonged, i.e. whetlmr 

to ancient, medieval or modern history, to current 

events, to contemporaneous personalities, to geography, 

to demographical fields like organizations and insti­

tutions, to Jewish customs and ceremonials, to Jewish 

religion, to Jewish cultural activities, etc. These 

headings represent, in the main, the categories under 

which our final analysis will be presented and from 
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which we hope to deduce. the. "minimum essentials" . ... ' 

of a curriculum. This we accomplished by making our 

notations on the cards in several dittere.nt colors. 

Thus, tor all historical references, current events, 

contemporaneous personalities and the like, we filled 

in the cards in ordinary lead-pencil. For geograph­

ical references we used red pencil. For demographic 

references, as to organizations and institutions, we 

used blue pencil. And for customs and ceremonies 

we used ink •. For further groups we used these same 

colors, but filled in the upper left-hand corner of 

each card in the same color. Thus, for theology and 

religion we used lead-pencil again but filled in the 

corner. For literature we used ink again~ filling in 

the corner. For references to language or topics 

like II He brew Music II or 11 Yiddi sh Stage, 11 we used 

blue pencil again, filling in the corner. And then 

we had one other, rather unusual category. We found 

that there were frequent mentions of various Hebrew 

names, many of which recurred time and time again. 

Feeling that since these namea did play some small 

part in Jewish life, they should receive a portion 

of our attention, we included them in a separate sec­

tion, only filling in (in red pencil, with the cor­

ner filled in also) the first three lines of the 

card. 
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It should be pointed out that there is a certain 

amount ot over-lapping between these various fields 

ot study. · Chiefly this manifests itself in that any 

historical reference to a country or city or other 

geographical l~cation necessitates the use of two 

cards, one in pencil and one in red. But again, in­

sofar as the reference is historical it may be con­

sidered entirely different from the same subject 

viewed as geography. 

Filling the In gathering the. data, the writer went 
Cards. 

through every article in every issue 

selected and made out a card for every subject of 

Jewish interest mentioned therein, with the excep­

tion that, in the case ot people's names, only im­

portant people, that is, those of more than merely 

local prominence, were included. After the cards 

for the first few issues had been completely filled 

out by the writer, on the cards tor subsequent issues 

he permitted the third line (of quantitative measures) 

to remain blank and turned over the mainly mechanical 

work of counting frequencies of mention and measur­

ing inches, et cetera, to hired assistants, who were 

guided by the check-marks on the third and fourth 

lines in determining just how much or how little 

they should include. (The writer might mention here 

that although he employed help for such mechanical 
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work as is mentioned here, or. the compilation of· 

summary-cards, to be discussed later, .he himself 
. . ' .. . 

first tbied out every step involved on a consider­

able section of the material. 

Checking· 
Accuracy. 

After all the cards had been completed 

in this manner, the writer took one 

issue of the Jewish Daily Bulletin and did it over· 

completely, just as if he had never done it before, 

having one of the assistants fill in the third line 

as she had previously done, but without regard to 

her previous work. Then the two packs of cards for 

that issue were compared and all significant differ­

ences noted. A difference of a quarter of an inch 

in the second block or of a two or three words in 

the fourth block was not considered significant. 

Furthermore, where the word-count had been obtained 
. 

by multiplication of the inches-count, only one of 

the two was considered as a difference, because 

otherwise we should have been ~ounting the same 

difference twice in effect. Similarly where dif­

ferent blocks were checked on the fourth, fifth and 

sixth lines, only one of the checks on each line was 

counted, because there was only one difference in­

volved. There were thus eight possible differences 

to a card (direct or cross-reference, frequency, 
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column-inches, paragraphs, words, treatment, !unction, 

present-day tie-up) • In the few cases where a card 
. . ' .... 

was omitted from either of the two groups, it was 

counted as only one difference, for even though if' 

filled out it might have contained more than one dif­

ference, it might with the same likelihood have been 

difference-less, and in terms of performance, it rep-

- resents only one incorrect act. Furthermore, even 

recognizing that the complete omission of a card is 

= a more serious error than any error made on the card 

in filling it in, it would be difficult to determine 

exactly how to weight it properly. The total number 

of differances,in this case 123, was then divided 

--

by the number of differences possible, found by 

multiplying the number of cards included in e~ch 

group (121) by the possible differences per card (8), 

or in t,his case 968, giving the percentage of differ­

ences, in this case l2.7fo. Then, applying the 

formula: coefficient of' reliability = cos·. "Jr.- U90°, 

where U represents the percentage of differences, 

we found that the coefficient of differences in this 

case was .al. This coefficient is indicative of a 

relatively high reliability for this study. It should 

be borne in mind that the application of this tech­

nique represented a very rigid test of the judgments 

of the writer on the data studied. Most of the dif-
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ferences which were scored were in reality inconse-

quential to the main theme of the study and repre­

sented minor and justifiable alternate judgments. 

Hence the statement that the differences totalled 

12•;79' must not be interpreted as meaning that the 

errors totalled that much. Actual errors, i.e. 

miscounts, omissions, etc., were very few in num­

ber. The coefficient of reliability in this case 

refers not to the mechanical accuracy of the work 

but rather to the efficacy of the technique as a 

whole as a means of ~ecuring the desired informa­

tion. When it is remembered that in the field of 

psychometrics, where the investigator's judgments 

play a small role, coefficients of from .ao to .90 

are regarded as thoroughly satisfactory, our figure 

of .81 on dat.a composed in large measure of value­

judgments, will be appreciated in its full signifi­

cance. Incidentally, this study is the first one 

in this particular field, to which this test has 

been applied. The customary procedure has always 

been to assume, a priori, that the investigator's 

value-judgments are reliable. 

Assembling The next step, after all the cards, of 
the Data. 

which there were 12,646, had been ac-

cumulated, was to divide them according to color 

(i.e.-general field), alphabetize them, and place 
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them in the order of their appearance, - that is, 

according to date, page, column and number, Each 

periodical's cards were filed separately. At this 

point, in order to test the reliability of our 

technique, w;Split eaoh of the five sets of oards 

into tvio equal parts I one containing all the odd 

cards, aad one, all the even oards. One group we 

called the X-group; the other, the Y-group. We 

wero thus enabled to use the split-halves technique 

of estimating the reliability of our results. We 

then proceeded to summarize all the data concern­

ing any subj eat for which there were more oards 

than one, on one summary card, whioh wo.s marked 

as suoh by turning down the upper left-hand corner. 

For these summary-cards we used the same form of 

card whioh we had used. for our original record-curds. 

But now all the entries, not merely those o:f the 

third line, were mo.de in quantitative ternis, repre­

senting the sums of the entries in the corresponding 

blocks on the reoord-oards being summarized, so that 

now, instead of oheok-marks, dates, eta., we had 

only numbers to deal with, as the number o:f differ­

ent issues represented, the number o:f "direcit refer­

enoes, 11 which we might also term "first references 1 11 

the number of parenthetical explanations, and so on, 

There were also a few other alight differences. 
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All the cards in each group were examined and the 

subjects listed in the •connections"· space noted. 

The totals were then recorded on the proper cards 

in the first block on the sixth line, which it will 

be remembered we had previously left blank. Thus, 

if fifteen cards had "Palestine" listed in the 

"Connections" space, the number 11 15 11 was put in the 

lower left-hand corner of the summary-card tor Pal­

estine. Also, in the second block on the second line, 

where we had previously noted the periodical, indi­

cated by a key-letter of the alphabet, we now like­

wise noted the group (X or Y) and the number of record­

cards which were here being summarized. Thus if 

the American Israelite's X-group contained eighteen 

cards on Anti-Semitism, the summary-card for Anti­

semitism would have recorded in this block "CX - 18, 11 

since 11 011 was the key-letter which we used for the 

American Israelite. And the fourth block on the 

first row was now left blank. The original record­

cards which each summary-card represented were tiled 

away alphabetically, in case they were needed for 

future reference, (which they frequently were), 

whereas· the rest of the cards, with the summary­

cards amongst them, were classified according to the 

larger topics under which these subjects fell. 
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Classifying Still using the same kind of card, 
the Data. 

but turning down the upper right-hand 

corner instead of the left, we now summarized all 
. 

the data found on the individual subject-cards, on 

to cards bearing the larger topic-headings under 

which the 'individual subjects could be classified. 

These in turn were grouped under still larger.head­

ings, the cards tor which had both corners turned 

down. In this way the many thousands of reference 

cards were gradually summarized and classified 

simultaneously, onto a smaller number of "key" or 

summary-cards from which the tables v1ere finally 

constructed~ The number of subjects in any classifi­

cation was indicated in the fourth block on the 

second line, and when it came to the larger head­

ings, the block was divided in half, and the number 

of groups included under the particular heading was 

noted to the left, and the sum of the next lowest 

category of subjects, that is, those noted on the 

cards for these smaller groups, was noted to the 

right. The same process of synthesis and summari­

zation which was employed with the cards, was later 

found usable with the tables constructed on the 

basis of these cards. 

This system of operation was devised to reduce 
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the meohanioal labor whioh all other swnmary systems 

used in different studies involved. By obviating 

the neoessity to oopy data onto sheets, it also 

reduoed oonsiderably the possibility of error, 

sinoe the original record made'served as the basis 

of work from the beginning .to the end of the study. 

Furthermore, this system made it possible to re­

tain all individual cards in their original olassi­

fioations, always available for further analysis and 

for oheoking and affording oomplete oontrol at all 

times. ' The summary cards oould then be manipulated 

at will, reolassified, tabulated, eta., without dif­

fioulty, and all figures they oontained oouli be added 

with ease in a few, instead of in many operations. 

The high degree of ao·curaoy which obt•inad in all 

oomputatione oan thus be attributed to this system, 

too. 

The results of this study~ based upon on analy~ 

sis of the tables whioh the teohniques desoribed 

above yielded, Will be presented in the next ohapter. 
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IV - RESULTS 

Classification The general headings under which all 
Used. 

the cards were classified and then 

tabulated were the following: 

I. History and Current Events 

A. History 

l. Ancient Times (l)· 

2. 

3. 

a. Patriarch Stories 

b. Exodus &: Conquest 

c. Kings 

d. Prophets 

e. Late Biblical Period 

f. Post -Biblical Period 

Talmudic Period (2) 

Medieval Petiod (3) 

a. Popes 

b. Ritual Murder 

c. Spanish Jewish History 

d. Columbus and the Jews 

e. Great Jews 

l)Jewish Scholars 

2)Scientists, Philosophers, etc. 

3)Creative Artists 

4) Leaders of Movements 

5)General 

4. Modern Times (4) 

1 1 
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a. Amerioas 

l)Uni ted States 

2)0anada 

3)South Arnerioa 

4)Mexioo 

o. Afrioa 

d. Australia 

e. Europe (6) 

f. Great Jews (6) 

l)Jewish Soholars 

2)Soientiata, Philosophers, eto. 

3)0reative Artists 

4)Leaders of Movements 

5)General 

6. Modern Jewish Problems (7) 

a. Anti-Semitism (8) 

l)Anti-Semi tism per se. • 

2)Good-Will 

3)Fs1ciam 

4)0thers 

b. Assimilation and Oonversion 

l)Emanoipation 

2)Assimilation per se 

3)0onversion per se 

d 
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B. 

6. 

4) Minority Rights 

c. Educat.ion (9) 

d. Employment (10) 

e. Immigration 

t. Intermarriage 

g. Zionism 

l) Arab Problem 

2) British Administration 

3) Jewish National Home .. 

a. Per se 

b. Nationalism (12) 

4) League of· Nations 

5) Palestine (13) 

6) Zionism per se 

Unclassified (14) 

Contemporary Notables (15) 

1. Philanthropists 

2.. Leaders (16) 

3. Scholars and Professors 

4. Outstanding Rabbis 

5. Miscellaneous 

II. Geograp1!Y 

A. Cities 

B. Countries and Continents 

(ll) 
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C. Die trio ta and Sta tea 

D. Mieoellaneoua (17) 

III. Demograph:y 

A. International Organizations (18) 

1. Representative (19) 

2, Philanthropio 

3, Zioniatio (20) 

4, Fraternal and Reoreational (21) 

5, Religious 

6, Youth 

B, National Organizations 

1, Representative 

2, Philanthropio 

3, Zioniatio 

4, Fraternal and Reoz,eational 

6, Religious 

6, Eduoational 

7, Men' a 

8, Women' a 

9. Youth 

10, Miaoellaneoue 

0, Looal Organizations 

1. Philanthropio 

2, Zioniatio 

3, Eduoational 

' ' 
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4. Religious 

5. Homes 

6. Hospi'tials, San1tar1a, t,·l;u • 

7. li4un 'a 

s. Women's ~- Youth 

10. Misoellaneous 

D, Institti.tions of Higher 

1. Seminaries 

2. Others 

E. Presa 

F, Misoellaneous 

IV. Customs and Ceremonies 

A. House of Worship (22) 

B. Saored Calendar 

c,.i Saoraments (23) 

D, Liturgy 

E, Mis oellaneous 

V. Religion and Theology 

A, Concepts (24) 

B. Movements (26) 

a. liisoellaneous (26) 

VI. Literature 

Learning 
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A. Biblioal (27) 

B. Rabbinio 

o. Medieval 

D. :Modern 

E. Liturgical 

VII. Languages (28) 
:::: 

A~ Hebrew 

- B. Yiddish 

- o. Others 

VIII. Hebrew Namee (29) 
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Notes on The Classifioation 

(1) Up to and including 70 o.E. 
(2) Up to about the seventh oentury. 

(3) ·Up to about the Mendelssohnian Period, around 

the end of the eighteenth oentury. 

(4) From about the llendelseohnian Period (includ­

iig Mendelssohn) to date. 

(6) Ee.oh country was considered separately, 

(6) All dead people mentioned, even if insignifi­

cant, (except suoh recently deceased men as 

Louis Marshall, for instanoe, who were classi­

fied under "Contemporary Personal! ties") , were 

included-here, The only living persons includ­

ed were those whose lasting greatness would be 

universally acknowledged, like Einstein, for 

instanoe. 

(7) This heading included not only discussions of 

these problems, but also events and personali­

ties (non-Jewish) which were oonneoted with 

these problems, as for instance an anti-Semitic 

riot or a declaration against the employment of 

Jews in a certain industry, 

(8) Thie included, it will be noticed, not only 

Anti-Semitism itself, but the reverse of Anti­

semitism, Good-Will, as well as Fascism, which 

i I 

; Ii 
, 11 
, 'I 
I I 

i 

I 
'I 
'" 
:.11 
, II 

'II 
'" " II 

" 
, II 
i'i I I 

" " I ,, 
i I , I 

I 
I 

i 
i . 



- 69B -

generally has an anti-Semitio aspeot, 

(9) Under this heading was also inoluded news aon­

oerning students, as also mentions of a ''.Numer­

us Olausus," 

(10) This oonaerns not only referenaes to oaaupa­

tions in whioh Jews are engaged, but also re­

striations against the employment of Jews, 

(ll) Here we inoluded all referenoes to Great Bri­

tain, to various members of the British Govern­

ment, to the various White Papers, the Balfour 

Deolaration, eta. 

(12) Beoause, when this alassifioation was made, it 

was impossible to disoriminate between refer­

enoes to "Nationalism" in other oountries and 

''Nationalism" in Paleeiiine, between Arab llation­

alism and Jewish .Nationalism, all these refer­

enoes were grouped together here, However, 

there were not many of them and most of those 

were to Jewish Palestinian nationalism, 

(13) All referenoes to Palestine alone were grouped 

here; those referring to the oondition of the 

Jews in Palestine were plaaed under "Asia" in 

the ''lviodern Times" seotion (IA4b), 

(14) Here were plaaed referenoes whioh did not fit 

partioularly into any of the other aategories. 
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Examples are "Ghetto't.J "Diaspora." ~here were 

not many of these, however. 

(15) This inoluded all people of national reputa-. . 

tion at least who were still 11 ving at the time 

the referenoe was made (exoept suoh men as 

Louie Marshall, mentioned above, Nathan Straus, 

who died during that year, and the likel~ 

(16) Under this heading were inoluded only those 

people who were outstanding as leaders in Jew­

ish life, people like Ohaim Weitzmann, Cyrus 

Adler, eto. 

(17) Waterways, harbors, and the like. 

(18) ~his included also certain organizations, like 

the Amerioan Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, 

which, though national in struoture, are inter­

national in scope. ~he Alliance Israelite Uni­

vereelle would be another ex.ample. 

(19) ~hose organizations whose chief purpose is to 

represent the Jewish people before the gentiles, 

proteot iewish rights, eto. 

(20) ~his included also anti-Zionistio organizations, 

like the Agudath Israel, whose ohief raison d'etre 

was its anti-Zionism. 

(21) References to local chapters of an international 

organization like the Bnai Brith also were plaoed 
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here. 

(22) Here were included all references to anything 

at all oonneoted with the Temple or Synagogue, 

be it Torah-soroll, Sabbath services or Oantor. 

(23) By "Sacraments" we meant the various ceremonies 
-

oonnected with the life-oycle of the indi~idual, 

like Bar-Mitzvah, Wedding, Funeral, Oemetary, 

Tombstone-Unveiling, eta. 

(24) Religious ideas, like "God," "Israel," "Torah," 

etc. 

( 26) "Judaism," "Orthodoxy,'' "Reform," etc. 

(26) Anything not covered by the above, like "~en 

Commandments • 11 There were very few references 

under this heading, of course. 

(27) Inoluding the Apoorypha and New Testament. 

(28) Inoluding suoh items as "Yiddish Press," "Heb• 

rew Musio." 
' (29) :Merely the Hebrew names given to oongregatione, 

hospitals and the like. 
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The On the :fallowing pages will be found the tabu!"" 
Tables 

lationa of au reauJ..ts.. The fir.st table is a 

aondensation. o:f the most important data o:f our study, 

giving the peraentage distribution of cards •. gross 

allusions, paragraphs and words among the broadest 

subjeat divisions. This is :followed by a large table, 

~nroma~izing in detail the same items of in:fo:rma tion 

for all topics. Following this, in turn, will be found 

a series of smaller tables showing the peraentages of 

words for the vario.ua smaller subject-groups and sub­

groups. Then we have separate tables :for the various 

other data. whiah we accumulated. And :finally we ha.Te 

two tables, one demonatra ting the reliability of our 

teahnique b1 a aomparison o:f the results, :for the. X and. 

Y groups, and the other showing the validity of Olll' 

sampling by comparison of the results obtained. from 

the dail1 (the Jewish Daily Blllletin) with those ob­

tained from the weeklies, considered together. Sup­

plementing this last table we have another showing the 

results for eaah of the weeklies separe~ely. We shall 

discuss each table as we present it. 

Condensed In !!!able I, on the nert page, we have list­
Reaul ts 

ad the main subject-divisions in our study 

with the percentages of the total number of cards, al­

lusions, paragraphs and words which eaoh represents. 
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~ ~b~~ ~~'t~ ~,t ~~~ ilt. me: sSiJTP:: ~et.. (Pd:r:t' 
' - -



-. 

• 72 • 

many, Palestine, India and the United Sta.tea, we 

should have five different cards coming under the 

heading of"Geography" and two eaoh under. "Europe" 

and "Asia.") In other words, "Cards" indicr,tes what 

might be termed "reference-articles," that is, not 

the actual number of articles covered, but the 

number of articles multiplied by the number of ref­

erences. We have already given our justification 
. 

of this procedure when we discussed the recording of 

,he data (page 61). Furthermore, from· a purely 

praotioal standpoint, it would have been extremely 

difficult to make, sure that there was no duplica­

tion of articles under any heading. And since our 

final results are in terms of percentages, there 

would probably be very 11 ttle difference between the 

two procedures as far as aoouracy of results is oon­

oerned, except that "reference-articles" is probably 

a more flexible and more meaningful measure than 

pure "articles." We have, however, gathered some 

data on ''a:rtio le a" alone also, rec or ding under eaoh 

subject the number of articles in which it received 

the first reoord-oard, which generally meant that it 

was the chief subject of the article. Thia also gave 

ua a rmugh approximation of the total number of articles 
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inoluded in the study (that is, with the exoeption 

of those few artiolea for whioh no oarda at all 

were made ou~, sinoe they oontained no important 

referenoes, but dealt with matters of looal sooiety 

and the like). But we shall disouaa this data in 

its proper plaoe later. 

Just as "Cards" indioates "referenoe-artioles ~ 

and for the same reason, "Paragraphs" indioates 

"referenoe-paragraphs" and "Words" :i.ndioates "ref­

erenoe-words." After all, any paragraph may deal 

with several subjeots, and so may any other group 

of words. "Gross Allusions, 11 however, simply repre­

sents the total number of times a partioular subjeot 

is referred to. 

Disoussion 
of Table I 

As we look at !!!able I, we see that, 

although the peroentages of oards, 

gross allusions, paragraphs and words for eaoh head• 

ing differ from one another somewhat, the general 

distribution remains the same. "History and Current 

Events" has by far the lar9est peroentagei -~'Demography," 

the nexti "Geography" next; "Oust_oms and Ceremonies" 

nexti ".Religion and !l!heology" after the.ti then "Liter­

ature"; and finally, "Languages," We have purposely 



• 74 • 

omitted the category "Hebrew Names" because that 

alone fluctuates in position, f:ru,m fifth highest 
- . 

to lowest. This is very interesting, because, 

quite by accident, it furnishes us a very graphic 

demonstration of how the various unite of measure­

ment employed actually operate, and informs us as 

to the comparative relinbilittes of eaoh. It will 

be remembered that at the outset the value of in• 

cluding this data regarding "Hebrew .Nemes" was 

extremely doubtful. We felt, however, that since 

we were coming across these names quite frequently, 

it might be wise to record them, and then, if they 

yielded no information of value, to drop them from 

the study later. Actually we found that we were 

never able to record any treatment, function or 

oontent for them, and that, as regards column-inches 

and words, they stood absolutely alone. They were 

in truth, as we had supposed, almost entirely mean­

ingless. And yet, in terms of reference-artioles. 

that is, cards• they rep.resented 3.6% of the total 

number, or more than was represented by nny of three 

other categories, from "Religion and Theology" down. 

Of course, this can be explained easily enough. In 

any article, the very fact that a particular, unim-
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portant item appears at all plaoes it at onoe on the 

same plane as the most important item, .if we take 

the referenoe-artiole as our unit of measurement. 

Though this will generally tend to even itself out 

in the long run, sinoe the more important subjects 

are more likely to appear in more artioles, oertain 

types of references, suoh as these names, for in­

stance, may very oonoeivably be quite wide-spread 

without being at all important, and without receiv­

ing more than oasual mention in any one of the artiolee 

in whioh it appears. This would naturally tend to 
,, 

raise the peroentages for suoh unimportant subjeots 

and lower the percentages of the Beally important 

subjeots proportionately. The number of paragraphs 

in whioh a referenoe appears is a somewhat better in­

dex of its importanoe, but operates in muoh the same 

way. The number of gross allusions .is still better, 

because the more important subjeots will generally be 

mentioned more frequently within the artiole, but even 
. . . ' •' 

this is not necessarily true nor always so. :J· Professor. 

Bagley, in his study, reported that the use of refer­

enoe-artioles as the unit of measurement is better 

than the use of gross allusions, but from the evidenoe 

before us it would appear that the latter prooedure 

actually gives the more reliable results, sinoe they 



• 76 ... 

are lesa likely t_o be influenced unduly by_ the oo­

ourrenoe of "freak" references. But from this stand­

point, the number of reference-words seems to be the 

best index of a subject's oomparative importance, in­

sofar as that oen be determined by a study of this 

nature. Such an item as the name of a oongrega tion, 

for instance, which constituted the chief type of 

reference represented by the "Hebrew Names" category, 

will receive no disoussion at all, and will therefore 

reoeive a word-oount of one or two, whereas other 

subjects will receive an amount of discussion more 

or less direotly proportional to their importance. 

Again we must admit that the rule does not always 

hold. In oonneotion with another table we shall point 

out that, especially in the case of the weeklies, 

some of whioh are more like magazines than like news­

papers, a single lengthy feature-article on some 

interesting, timel.1., , but entirely inconsequential 

subject, may throw off the results as to reference• 

words entirely. And in suoh oases, the gross allusions 

would be only a slightly better index, the number of 

paragraphs would be only slightly better tha~ that, 
' and referenoe-artioles would be by far the best. No 

doubt it was suoh oases as this which Prof essar Bagley 
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had in mind whe~ he gave reference-articles the 

preference. It should, however, be pointed out 

that because of the large total number of refer­

ence-words, the results in terms of percentages 

will be affected far less by such "freaks" than will 

be the smaller number of reference-articles by the 

accretion of unimportant items. Fer this reason, 

in most of the tables which follow, we have com­

puted our percentages in terms of referenoe-words. 

Comparison From our results here, in the light of 
of the Cate-
gories what we have said thus far, we are able 

to discern just what sort of treatment was accorded 

each of the various types of references here repre­

sented. The "History and Ourrent Events" references 

were generally accorded lengthy discussions, as we 

aan see from the fact that they received more reference­

words than all the other categories combined. By ob­

serving the sizeable difference between the percentage 

of oards and the percentages of paragraphs and gross 

allusions (whioh generally run pretty close together, 

it will be noticed, since the number of allusions per 

paragraph is fairly constant, as a matter of style, and 

the numbers of allusions and paragraphs, therefore, are 

roughly parallel), we notioe that this tn,e otrreferenoe 
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usuallJ ran to at least.several paragraphs. The 

"Geograph7" referenoes paralleled the "HistorJ and 
. 

Current Bvents" fairly olosel7, beoause,this oate~ 

gory• was inoluded mainlJ to show wh_ere events of 

Jewish interest were taking plaoe. The "Demograph7" 
' 

referenoes, on the other hand, were quite differen•• 

They frequently oonsisted of single, short paragraphs, 

whioh out down, naturall7, on the peroentages of 

words and of paragraphs, as also of groas allusions, 
. ' . 

sinoe the number of allusi'ona per paragraph will 

var1 somewhat with the size of the paragraph. The 

same was true of the •euatoma and Ceremonies" oate• 
. . 

gory, whioh, it will be notioed, reoeived far leas 

disoussion than the others previous11 oonsidered. 

The remainder of the oategories do not 7ield aa in­

atruotive results from this standpoint as these 

others, beoause the7 are so small that it is diffi­

oult to disoern signifioant differenoes. We oan, 

however, see from the results for "Religion and !he-
. 

olog1• that where this tJPe of referenoe oooura it 

tends to reov with oomparative frequeno1 in the 

same artiole and in the same paragraph, although 

very little attention is devoted to any one mention. 

the "Literature• referenoes are of similar oonfigura-
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tion to the "Demography" and "Ou.stoma and Oeremonias" 

referenoes. The "Langu;g•" r~ferencea, very 1neig-
. . . . . . 

nificant, run to brief, single mentions. !l!he "Hebrew 

Names" categor1 we have already discussed. 

Detailed In Tabla II, on pages 79.A., 79B and 790, we 
fable of 
Major have included all the results, in absolute 
Measures 

numbers, as to oards, gross allusions, 

paragraphs and words, for all topics included in the 

study, Of oourse, auoh results mean very little un­

til they have been interpreted, and the tables fol­

lowing will reduoe these figures, at least those for 

the referenoe-words, to peroentages, ao that they can 

be more readilJ discussed. 

History !l!he first and largest category of references, 
and 0111'• 
rent containing just over half of the total refer-
Events 

enoe•words in the study, is.that dealing 

with history, which we have taken to include modern 

Jewish problems, ourrent events, Jewish personalities, 

and reports on the condition of Jewish life in various 

oountries, as well as events of the past, Because 

most contemporary personalities have only a temporary, 

and frequently a more or less local importanoe, we 

have omitted entirely those individuals whom we felt 
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FIHA:t SUMMARY TABLE 

Total (X and Y Group) Cards 

12;546 

History & Current 
Events 

History 
Ancient History 
Talmudic Period 
Medieval Period 
Modern Times 

Americas 
Uni tecl Sta tea 
Canada 
South America 
Mexico 

Asia 
Palestine 

Europe 
Italy 
Germany 
Poland 
Roumania 
Russia 

Great Jews 
Modern Jewish 
Problems 

.Anti-Semitism 
Anti-Semitism 

(per se) 
Good Will 

, Fascism 
Education 
Employment 
Immigration 
Zionism 

4,491 

2,735 
139 

16 
80 

867 
187 
152 

13 
5 
4 

69 
62 

318 
8 

47 
66 
28 
60 

247 

1,600 
312 

168 
28 
89 
52 
58 
33 

1,100 
170 Arab Problem 

British Admini-
stration 458 

Great Britain 130 
White Paper 
(1930) 98 

Jewish lla.tional 
Home 66 
League of Nations87 
Palestine 116 
Zionism 
(per se) 196 

Grose 

26 ,-122 

10,627 

7;259 
191 

23 
136 

2,366 
562 
427 

51 
10 
23 

252 
223 
945 

21 
155 
217 

99 
150 
541 

4,361 
671 

393 
47 

185 
173 
135 

60 
3,373 

579 

1,253 
513 

269 

154 
184 
699 

376 

Para­
graphs 

19.264 

7 1 789 

5,013 
160 

18 
103 

1,657 
376 
300 

26 
7 

13 
160 
149 
573 
18 
86 

109 
63 
92 

402 

3,028 
500 

289 
39 

136 
100 

81 
38 

2,268 
360 

961 
348 

207 

120 
146 
480 

376 

·· • '79A • 

Wo:uds 

1.070,331 

637 1 369 

376,871 
3,864 

397 
4,266 

122,664 
40,457 
33,871 

2,543 
1,214 
1,063 

11,580 
9,964" 

42,594 
2,452 
7,499 
9,673 
6,243 
6,768 

19,067 

243,455 
43,237 

29,760 
5,061 
6,124 
7,163 
9,739 
3,027 

176,272 
17,865 

79,686 
16,243 

27,347 

9,649 
5,207 

36,436 

27,133 



,, 

Tii.DLE II -
( continued) 

otal (X and Y Group) Carda 

Contemporary Person-

Grose Para­
graphs 

• .79B -

V/ords 

alities 1,756 3,368 2,776 160,498 
Philanthropists 458 1,087 886 54,895 
Leaders 311 578 475 25,194 
Scholars & Pro-

. fessors 144 270 208 13,604 
w.· Outstanding Rabbis 287 508 437 33,481 
~' ~i• ____ l~.ii""'s;..;cc..e,..;;;;l..;;;;l;.;:;a;,;;n_e.;:;.ou-"sa:.-_____ 5..;;;;4.;:;.6. ______ 9 26, __ ---'7'-7_0 __ __;3;..;3;;.,•-3_2_4 r----------------------------_";·eography 2,125 5,071 3,529 219,987 

c::tf Cities 989 1,821 1,387 73,961 ==,._~·. 
~ Countries & Conti-

::;r nents 980 2,945 1,954 136,034 
~{ Palestine 304 1,128 720 56,580 
~- United States 144 452 342 20,733 4· Districts & States 127 251 170 8 1128 

.-: ... 
~~emography 3, 254 
~: International Organi-
--,. za tionS 681 
~~:, 
_ac Zionist Oreani za-
~ tioru 
} 

485 
~

1 
Philunthropic Orga-

-cc_~ nizations 96 
-~ Fraternal & Recrea-

tional 71 
, National Organizations 702 

Representative 110 
Zionist Organiza-
tions 79 
Philanthropic 46 
Religious 133 
Women's Organizationll3 
Young People's Orga 
nizations 126 

~ Local Organizations 1,488 
-~ Philanthropic 118 

Federation of Jew-
. 
' 

ish Charities 
Religious Organiza­
tions 

Rabbi 
Educational 
Recreational 
Young People's 

Y.M:.-Y.W.H • .A.. 
Pross 
Institutions of High­

. er Learning 

81 

651 
357 
184 

88 
80 

137 

189 

6,173 

1,574 

1,199 

221 

122 
1,283 

252 

147 
69 

215 
225 

213 
2,633 

211 

154 

1,233 
771 
306 
127 
133 

250 

270 

4,675 

1,168 

879 

183 

90 
783 
200 

114 
54 

171 
152 

154 
2,002 

162 

113 

928 
548 
226 
104 

1,025 

191 

189 

228,162 

67,524 

50,622 

10,406 

5,123 
59,022 
19,016 

7,237 
3,053 
7,479 
7,646 

6,374 
75,228 
8,574 

6,182 

26,903 
14,747 

8,577 
3~:620 
6,995 
4,693 
9,106 

9,810 

,' 



T.lBLE II 

( continued) 

i· !rotal (X. and Y Croup) 

'. Customs & Ceremonies 1,480 
House of Worship 544 
Sacred Calendar 4:12 f Saore.ments . 323 

)i Religion & Theology 311 
• Concepts 87 _-:· 

Movements 208 
• 

_l 
-~,· Literature 299 

~-· Biblioal Literature 97 
Rabbinic Literature 58 ~r liledieval Literature 17 ., 

hlodern Literature 110 
' ~ 
-' 

- Lungµages 139 a 

" Hebrew Names 446 
' -., -,. 

' . 
-' 

Grose 

2,164 
862 
610 
344 

825 
173 
573 

429 
157 

73 
17 

161 

249 

584 

Para­
gre.pha 

1,701 
672 
573 
307 

536 
130 
378 

361 
115 

63 
17 

136 

187 

496 

• 790 -

Words 

42,218 
14,996 

9,348 
8.320 

26,799 
3,736 

22.032 

10,768 
2,520 
l, 258 

96 
6 .652 

3.837 

1.191 
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were not at least nationally known, and have plaaed 

in a separate division most of the rest, so-that our 

results might not be unbalanoed by them unduly. Only 

the few, universally acknowledged great, like Einstein, 

for instance, have we included in our section on llod­

ern Hie tory. 

TABLE III 

\'lords Font. 

History and Current Events 537,369 50.2 

History 376,871 70.l 

Before llodern Times 8,517 2.3 

Ancient 3,864 45.37 
Talmudic 397 4.66 
Medieval 4,256 49.97 

Mo darn Times 366,109 97.l 

Mod. Hist. 122,654 33.4 
Mod. Jew. i>rob.243,455 66.6 

Unclassified 2,246 0.6 

Contemporary Personalities 160,498 29.9 

Contemporary 
Personalities 

The separate division on "Contempo­

rary Persona.li ties," it will be noticed 

from Table III, constitutes only 29.9'/4 of the"History 



TABLE IV 

Contemporary Personalities 

j 
Philanthropists 

Felix M. Warburg 17.696 
Nathan Strause 6.762 
Judge Julian MaoK 2.112 

f 
Ludwig Vogeletein 1.493 
Bernard I. Deuteoh 1,272 

I Morrie D. Waldman(Y) 1,700 f -,, 
·.: Others 23. 970 

~-. 
Leaders 

~ Ohaim \'lei tzmann 11,017 
Cyrus Adler 2,792 

' llenahem Ussishkin 2,144 
Others 9,241 

outstanding Rabbis 
"' ' Solomon Freehof(X) 21 821 

J. G.Heller (X) . l, 978 
Tobias SohanfarberC.X)6,2ll 
Louis I.Newman (X) 7,079 
Harry R. Riohman(X) 1,792 
Others 13.600 

~ 

Boholars and Professors 

Judah L. J4a,nee 2,368 
Salo Baron Y) 1.318 
Olaude G. Kontefiore,&J.,320 
Others 8,698 

Mieoellaneoue Personalities 

Robert Szold '.,2,146 
- 4X 6.630 
_, 

Others 26.648 

64.895 

32.06 
12.30 

3.86 
2.72 
2.32 
3.10 

43.67 

26,194 

43.7 
11.1 
8.5 

36.7 

33.481 

8.4 
5.9 

11.6 
21.1 
5.4 

40.6 

13.604 

1'1.4 
' 9. '1 

9.'1 
63.2 

33,324 

6.7 
16.6 
'76.'1 

- 80A • 

Words Pant. 
160.498 29.9% 

34.20 

16.70 

20.86 

8.48 

20.'16 

. ,, l'I • 
. ,•'" ' (: ~:~) 

:b_. !t'·i l 

!;'•1'·•11 ! :.<ti 
·"1!L,'il · ... I 

f 

' 
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and CUrrent Events" referenoe-worde, or only 16% 

of the total study. Table IV shows the distribu­

tion of these references among the smaller subdi­

visions, philanthropists constituting the greatest 

percentage, outstanding rabbis the next greatest, 

world leaders the next (exoept for the misoellane­

ous), and finally, the scholars and professors, 

We have also listed oertain specifio individuals 

wh9 reoeived an unusually large measure of atten­

tion, Those marked "X" are authors of lengthy 

articles, who were credited with all the words in 

their respeotive articles, even though their names 

appeared only onoe, under the title. Those marked 

"Y" owe their large representation in terms of ref­

erence-words to one lengthy article. These demon­

strate what we said previously about the possibility 

of distortion in the reference-words results. 

Pre-Modern 
History 

i'urning again to Table III, to the 

major seotion, that dealing with all 

"historioal" referenoes other than to contemporary 

personalities, we find that this constitutes 70,1% 

of the "History and Current Events" category, or 

36.2% of the total study, whioh it will be noticed, 

is still larger than ~• of the other large oate-
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gories. Of this, onl7 2.3% are devo·ted to person­

alities or events prior to modern times, whioh we 

have taken to begin, for Jewish hieto17, with the 

Kendelseohnian period, that ie, around the end of 

the eighteenth oentur7. ~lthough we are dealing 

here with suoh small figures that further anal19is 

mu.et be of questionable aoourao7, we have oomputed 

the peroentages devoted to anoient hiator7 (before 

70 O.B.), 45.3""• to Talmudio times,·4.66~, and to 

the Kiddle Agee, 49.97%. Even in terms of referenoe­

artioles, that ie, oarde, this group of referenoea 

oonetituted onl7 8.6i of the "History" seotion. 

Thie small amount of attention devoted to pre-mod­

ern hietor7 ie one of the moat inter■ating and eig• 

nifioant results of our study, in view of the almost 

exolueive attention whioh this mterial haa been re­

oeiving in the ourrioulum of our eohoole. We shall 

speak of this more fully in our final ohapter on 

oonolueiona. 

Modern Still looking at Table III, we see that 
Times 

the referenoee dealing with the modern period 

oonatitute 97.l" of the "Bietor7" referenoea, or 34.2" 

of the total study, still more than an7 other group 

of referenoe••· . We have eubd:1.Tidtcl them into those 

41aling With IT8Dt■• people ancl the lit,. and tho■• 
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4eal1Dg with the problems whioh faoe Jewr, todaJ• 

The latter, aa might be antioipate4, reoeived 66.6~ 

of the. referenoe-worda, while the former reoeive4 

the other 33,4~. 

T.A.BLE V 

Modern Jewish Problems . 

Anti-Semitism 

Zionism 

Arab Problems 

British icbnin. 

Words Pant, 

243,466 66 .6 

43,23'1 17.8 

176, 2'12 '12.4 

17,866 10.1 

79,686 46.2 

Great Brit. 16,243 20.4 
White Paper lllO ·2'1,34'1 34~3 
Others 36,096 46.3 

Palestine 

Zionism 

Otlaet■r . . 

Others 

36,436 20 • '1 

27,133 16.4 

16,163 8.6 

23,946 9.8 

Modern In Table V we see a more detailed analJBiS 
Jewish 
Problems of the referenoea to problems of modern 

Jewish life. By far the greatest amount of attent~on 

is here devoted to the subjeot of Zionism in its var• 

ious aapeota, '12.4~, or 16.6~ of the total stuq, a 
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• 
very sizeable peroentage for Bll1' one subJeot, Of 

this, the greatest part deals with the British Ad• 

ministration, whioh is not at all surprising, sinoe 

Great Britain rules Palestine and therefora makes 

the most news there, A oertain degree·of temporary 

distortion may however be present in our results 

here, beoauee right at the beginning of the year 

With whioh this study deals, the British government 

promulgated its "White Paper" of 1930• whioh aroused 

a storm of.protest in the Jewish press and through• 

out Jewry. 

Anti-Semitism, though lagging far behind Zion­

ism, also i•eoeived quite a bit of attention, and 

both these problems together aooounted for over 90% 
of the referenoes to Modern Jewish Problems, With­

out wishing to antioipate our oonolusione, we may 

however note .that these resul ta would tend to justif;v 

somewhat the muoh•derided emphasis on anti-Semitism 

and Palestine in preeent-da;v Jewish thought, 

Modern 
Events, 
Eto, 

Turning to Table VI, whioh gives the per• 

oentagee for the various referenoee to 

modern historioal events and the like, most of whioh 

have been olaseified aooording to oountriee, we find 

that there are slightl;v more referenoes to European 

. ' 
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oountries than to the Amerioaa (Canada, Kexilfo, 

Argentina, United States, eto.), whioh have the 

aeoond highest peroentage, However, the United 

States, whioh has 83.7% of the•Amerioas" refer­

enoes, probably has a higher peroentage than 

any single other oountry, whioh is what one would 

e:xpeot from an analysis of Un~ted States newspapers. 

Palestine also reoeives a sizeable amount of atten• 

tion even in aspeots not oonneoted with Zionism. 

TABLE VI 

Words Pont,. 

Modern History 122,664 33.4 

Amerioas 40,457 33.l 

United States 33,8'11 83.7 

Others 6,686 16.3 

Europe 42,694 34.4 

Asia ll,580 9,6 

Palestine 9,964 85.9 

Others 1,626 14.l 

Great Jews 19,067 16,6 

Others 8,966 7.4 



~ 

--

::;,> 

• 86 • 

TABLE VII 

Words Pant. 

Geography 219,987 20,6 

Oitiea (256) 73.961 33,62 

New York 14.051 19.0 

Others (266) 59,910 81.0 

Countries & Oontinents 136.034 61,84 

Palestine 66,680 41,6 

United States 20,733 16.2 

Others 58,721 43.2 

Dis trio ts & States 8,128 3.69 

Mieaellaneoue 1.864 0.86 

Geography Turning to ~able VII, we find an analysis 

of the oategory of geographioal referenoea, 

oontaining 20.6% of the total number of referenoa­

worde. Of these, 61.84% are devoted to referenoee 

to oountries and oontinents, 41.6% ofowliioh are to 

Palestine and 16.2% to the United States, with all 

the other oountries and oontinents referenoes getting 

only 43.2%. ~he seoond eeotion oontains referenoee 

to 256 different oitiee and reoeives 33,2% of the 

referenae-worde dealing with geography, Of these, 

19% are devoted to New York alone, quite in oonson­

anoe with that oity's position as the largest oenter 
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of Amerioan, if not of world Jewry. 

Demography ~able VIII presents an anal;vsis of 

the Demography referenoae, dealing with organiza­

tions and institutions in present-day Jewish life. 

~hese oonstitute 21.3% of the total study, and 

yet this 1a a olaes of material whioh reoeives 

praotioally no attention in the ourrioulum of our 

sohools. In this seotion, attention is fairly 

evenly divided between looal, national and inter­

national organizations, as will be seen from the 

table. Of· looal organizations, the highest per­

oentage is that of the religious organizations, 

for the most part, the_ temple or synagogue and 

espeoially the rabbi, Philanthropio and eduoation­

al organizations each reoeive, aooording to this 

study, 11.4% of the publioity given looal organiza­

tions. It is interesting to note that the single 

subjeot of rabbis reoeived more referenoe-words 

than even any of the larger subject groups here in­

oluded. 

Amongst international organizationa, the various 

Zionist organixations are far in the lead, with 74.8% 

of the 29.6% of referenoe-words devoted to this olass 

I 
i 
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!!!ABLE VIII 

Demography 

International Organization 

Words Pont. 

228,162 21.3 

67,624 29.60 

Zionist Org. 

Jewish Agenoy 
World Zion c. 
Others 

Philanthropio 

11,418 
14,782 
24,322 

22.6 
29.3 
48.l 

Joint Distr.o. 6,241 60.4 
Others 61164 49.6 

Fraternal & Reoreat. 6,123 7.6 

Bnai Brith 
Others 

Others 

3,713 72.6 
1,410 27.5 

1,474 

lfational Organizations 

Representative 

59,022 25.86 

19,016 32.22 

Am.Jew.oomm. 
Am.Jew.Cong. 
Others 

Zionist Org. 

z.o.A. 
Others 

Philanthropio 

Jew.Welf.Fund 
Others 

Religious Org. 

V/omen I s Org. 

3,432 
8,700 
6,884 

3,221 
4,016 

18.0 
46.8 
36.2 

44.6 
55.6 

3,053 6.17 

1,168 38.3 
1,885 61.7 

7,479 12.67 

7,646 12.96 

': I 
' ! 
' 



-~ 

-

• 8'1B • 

TABLE VIII 
(oontinued). 

Young People's Org. 

Others 

Loaal Organizations 

Philanthropia · 

Fed. of Jew.Obar. 
Others 

6,182 
2,392 

Religious Organizations 

Words Pont. 

6,3'14 10.80 

8,21'1 13.92 

'15,228 32.9'1 

8,574 11.4 

72.1 
27.9 

26,903 36.8 

64.8 Rabbi 
Others 

14,747 
12,166 46.2 

Eduaational 8,57'1 11.4 

Reoreational 4.8 3,620 

Community Oenter 
Others 

Young People's Org. 

Y.M.-Y.B'.H.A. 
Others 

2,606 
1,014 

4,593 
1,402· 

72.0 
28.0 

6,995 

76.6 
23.4 

Others 28.6 21,659 

Preas 9,106 3.99 

Institutions for Higher Learning 9,810 4.30 

Others · '1,473 3.28 



• 88 • 

of organizations •. ~o of these Zionist organiza­

tions, the World Zionist Congress and the Jewish 

Agency, eaoh had more referenoe-words devoted to 

them than any other aubjeots or groups of aubjeots 

in this seotion. One of them, tLJ World Zionist 

Congress, having a :few more referenoe-worde than 

the subjeot "rabbis," had more than any other 
. -

subject or group of subjects (exoept the group 

"Representative Organizations" in the "lfational" 
. 

seotion) in the entire "Demography" category. Thia 

is definitely traoeable, however, to the session 

of the Congress whioh took plaoe in the summer of 

that year, and whioh was naturally reported on at 

oonsiderable length. The seoond large group of 

international organizations was oompoaed of those 

devoted to philanthropic activity. with the Joint 

Distribution Committee as the outstanding member of 

the group. (We have previously disoussed the reasons 

for inoluding the JDC in this aeotion,) And final­

ly, the Bnai Bri th e tands out as the ohie:f' inter­

national fraternal or recreational organization, 

The ohief group of national organizations is 

that oomposed of what we have termed "representative'' 

organizations, of whioh the Amerioan Jewish Congress 
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and the Amerioan Jewish Committee are the ohief 

examples. Again, however. we find a alight dis­

tortion of the results in the oase of the Ameri­

oan Jewish Congress, whioh held a large meeting 

in Washington during the year under disouasion 

and reoeived oonaiderable newspaper publioity 

thereon. There is, however, a muoh more serious 

distortion of the results in the oese of the 

American Jewish Committee, whioh was credited with 

3302 of its total 3432 referenoe-words in the Jew--
~ Daily Bulletin's Y-group, in only five articles, 

and most likely about 3,000 referenoe-worda were 

in a single article. In this same group the Ameri­

oan Jewish Congress was oredited in only seven artioles 

with over 7,000 of its a.700 reference-words. Also, 
.. 

in the X-group of the Bpfii :Brith µes&!PS!E, the Jew• 

ish Welfare Fund was oredited with 1.132 of its total 

of l,168 referenoe-words. Otherwise, attention is 

fairly evenly divided in this seotion between women's 

organizations, religious organizations, Zionist orga­

nizations and young people's organizations, whioh 

have here been named in ranking order. Philanthropio 

organizations oome next. and then. a few small groups. 

The Smaller 
Categories 

In reference to the smaller oategories, 
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of whioh ''Customs and Oeremoniee" is the largest, 

there is some question ae to the aoouraoy of any 

analysis into smaller sub-groups, beoauee of the 

small numbers we are handling, whioh may more readi­

ly be thrown off by Bingle ohanoe referenoes of 

ooneiderable length. We note, for inetanoe, that 

of the 9,84:9 referenoe .. worde on "Judaism'' under 
-

"Movements'' in Table X, t,238 appeared in the Y-

group of the Reform Advooate and 2,696 in the X• 

group of the Amerioan Ieraelite,mainly in a single 

artiole in eaoh oase. Likewise, of 7,070 referenoe­

worde on "Reform Judaism" in the same table, 4,118 

appeared in the Y-group of the Reform Advooate and 

1,448 in the X-group of the Amerioan Israelite in 

the same artioles in whioh the large "Judaism" 

referenoee appeared. The total number of referenoe­

worde on "Humanism," 1,176, appeared in the Y-group 

of the Reform Advooate in the same artiole, and 1 1813 

of 1,836 referenoe-worde on ·"Israel" also appeared 

there. Thie is another emmple of the reservation 

we made in deolaring referenoe-worda to be in all 

probability the beet of the unite of measurement. 

However, we give the anal;veee of the smaller oate­

goriee here for whatever they are worth, It iB 



!UBT,li! IX 

Words Pont. 

Ou.atoms and Ceremonies 42.218 3.~ 

Bouse of Worship 14..996 36.62 

Cantor 924 6.2 
Servioee 3.636 23.6 
Sermon 2.236 14.9 
S1?18agogue 2.841 18.9 
Temple 1,948 13.0 
Others 81611 23.4 

;taored Calendar 9.348 22.14 

Calendar 1.193 12.8 
Sabbath 2.040 21.8 
Others 6,116 66.4 

Saoramenta 81320 19.'11 

~ Cemeter,- '146 9.0 
l'uneral 3,406 40.9 
Marriage 2.602 30.1 
Others 1.66'1 20.0 

Others 9.664 22.63 

aa.ddieh 304 3.18 
lCaehruth 894 9.36 
Others 8.366 8'1.46 
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IIIABJ,R X 

Word.I Pont. 

Religion• !rheolog7 26,f99 2~15~ 

Oonoepts 3,f36 13.94 

God 1,369 36.64 
Israel 1,836 49.12 
Others ~32 14.24 

Kovements 22,032 02.21 

Humanism 1,176 6.34 
Judaism 9,849 44.70 
Orthodox Judaism 2,697 12.24 
Beform Judais11 7,070 32.09 
Others 1,240 6.63 

Others 1,031 3.86 

·!A.BLB J:I 

Worda Pont. 

Literature 10,768 1.~ 

Biblioal Lite 2,620 23.4 

Bible 1,608 63~8 
Others 912 36.2 

Rabbinia Lit. 1,268 11.7 

Talmud 784 62.3 
Other■ 474 37.7 

Kediaval Lit. 96 00.9 

!lodern Lit. 6,662 61.8 

Others 242 2.2 



Lanpagea 

Hebrew 

Yiddish 

Others 
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!UBLE XII 

1.636 42.61 

1,061 2'1.66 

1,141 29.'14 

Words Pont. 

interesting to note that in oomparison with iable XIX, 

whioh gives the peroentages in terms of oarde or reter­

enoe-ar'i;iolee, the general distributions remain the 

same, even though the aotual paroentages differ. That 

ie, where one group of referenoee has a higher per­

oentage than an other in terms of reterenoe-worda, it 

also has a higher peroentage in terms of referenoe­

artiolea, even though the differenoee between the two 

may vary rather ex~ensively. Detailed analyses of the 

Customs and Oeremonies, Religion and Theology, Litera­

ture, and Languages oategoriee are given in Tables m, 
X, XI and XII respeotively, and are eelf-esplanatory. 

Having already disouased the main unite 

of measurement used in studies of.this 

Other 
Units of 
Measure­
ment 

kind, we shall now turn to a OODBli.aration 

of the results given by various other unite of measure• 
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ment whioh he:Ye on oooaaion been employed. In Table 
; .. 

. ' ' . ' 

XIII we have tabulated our reaulta in regard to 
i 

what we have previously oalled "first mentions," 

that is to say, the peroentage ~f artioles in whioh 

the partioular subjeot waa the first one for whioh 

a oard was made out. This generally, though not al­

ways indioated that it was the main subjeot of the 

artiole. In the same table we have the peroentage 

of topioa subsumed under eaoh heading. As a matter 

of faot, though, these peroentages are not baaed on 

the aotual number of topioa subsumed under the va­

rious headings, but upon the awns of the number of 

topics under the same headings in eaoh X-group and 

eaoh Y-group of eaoh periodioal. Thus, for instanoe, 

in the X-group of the Jtwiah DailY Bulletin there 

were seventy-one (71) different topios under the 

large aubjeot-heading "Modern Jewish Problems," and 
- . 

in the Y-group of the Reform Advooate there were 

twenty-four (24) topios under the same heading, and 
, 

most of them, or possibly all of them, had probably 

been inoluded in the Jewish DailY Bulletin's seventy-
. 

one, and yet they were oounted separately, beoause 

it would have been extremely diffioult and laborious 

and hardly worth-while to inolude only different 

'· 
' L 
I• 

I 
I 
i i( 
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topios from eaoh group. Also included in Table XIII 

is the number of issues in whioh eaoh aubjeot was 

referred to, but again X- and Y-groupa were oounted 

separately, so that the maximum number of issues 

was ninety-eight (98) instead of forty-nine (49). 

In the following oolumn we have in eaoh oase given 

the percentage of the total number of possible is­

sues in whioh the subj eat was actually referred to. 

This oorresponds to the Index of Persistenoy used 

in some of the previous studies, but is computed 

in terms of issues instead of in terms of years, as 

they were. Naturally, the computation in terms of 

years is the more valuable. And finally, we have 

included in Table XIII the percentages of what we 

have termed "Connections," or the number of subjeots 

whioh were subordinately oonneoted with the one under 

consideration in the various articles in whioh it was 

referred to. We have explained this at greater length 

on pages 63 and 54. We are also inoluding, in Table 

XIII-A, the aotual numbers represented by the per­

centages of Table XIII. 

In discussing the results obtained by using 

these other units of measurement, we shall oompare 

them with the results obtained by using referenoe­

words, as given in Tables III and VII-XII inoluaive, 

·! ., 
' ' 
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TABLE XIII 
First Indes 
Men- Top- Issues of Per- Con-
tion ioa eist. neot. 

History & Current Ev. 32.97 41.6 98 100 31~1 

History 62.1 46.4 98 1110 81.2 

Pre-Modern 2.9 20.6 69 60 3.7 

Modern 96.8 76.7 98 100 96.0 

Modern History 47.6 54.6 98 100 44.1 

Mod.Jew.Prob. 62.4 46.5 98 100 65.9 

Unolassified 0.2 2.8 26 _27· 1.2 

Contemporary Person.37.9 63.6 98 100 18.8 

Geography 3.26 15.2 98 100 10.4 

Cities 43.1 60.3 98 100 6.4 

Oountriea & Oonts. 62.3 26,4 98 100 92.4 

Dietriots & States 3,1 11.7 61 62 0.2 

Mieoellaneous 1.5 2.6 22 22 1.1 

Demography 46,4 22.6 98 100 36.6 

International 16,6 18.0 98 100 :!28.4 

Uational 26.5 32.4 98 100 22.4 

Looal 61.7 30.6 91 93 39.6 

Press 1.3 7.9 62 63 1,4 

lnstit. of High,L. 4.4 7.7 66 67 6.3 

Customs & Ceremonies 12.64 9.6 88 90 16.2 

House of Worship 16,0 28.l 69 70 33.2 

Saored Calendar 16.6 33.7 66 67 22.2 
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rBI,I XIII 
oontinued) 

First Index 
Men- Top- Issues of Per- Con-
tion ios sist. neot. 

Saoramente 67.3 11.0 31 32 36.0 

Others 11.1 27.2 51 52 a.6 -
Religion & Theology o.75 2.3 70 71 3.1 

Concepts 33.3 42.4 40 41 9.0 

Movements 60.0 46.6 59 60 87.3 

Others 6.6 12.0 13 13 3.6 

Literature 1.65 4.4 68 70 3.4 

Biblical 29.0 27.6 46 47 15.7 

Rabbinio 19.3 14.4 32 33 3.2 

Medieval 7.0 11 11 

Modern 51.6 44.0 42 43 79.5 

Languages 0.26 o.7 61 62 0.1 

Hebrew 20.0 40.5 53 54 100.0 

Yiddish 60.0 40,6 38 40 

Others 20.0 18.9 6 6 

He brew Names 2.2 3.8 59 60 0.1 
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TABLE XIII . A 

Firet Iudex 
Men- Top• Ieeuee of Per- Con-
tion ioe aiat. neot. 

Total. 2002 6630 98-:) 100:, 6396 

Hist. & Current Ev. 660 2301 98 100 1679 

History 410 1067 98 100 1364 

Pre-Modern 12 219 ·59 60 · 61 

Modern 397 818 98 100 1296 

Modern History 189 446 98 100 671 

Mod.Jew.Prob. 208 372 98 100 726 

Unolassified 1 30 26 27 J7 

Contemporary Person. 250 1234 98 100 316 

Geography 66 841 · 98 100 663 

Cities 28 607 98 100 36 

Countries & Conte. 34 214 98 100 620 

Distriots & States 2 98 61 62 1 

: . Misoellaneoue 1 22 22 22 6 -
Demography 929 1244 98 100 1917 

Internat. 0rg, 146 224 98 100 646 

National 0rg. 237 403 98 100 430 

Looal 480 380 91 93 760 
i' 

Presa 12 98 62 63 27 

Instit. of Higher L. 41 96 66 67 121 (, I 

' :,[ 



customs & Ceremonies 

House of Worship 

Saored Calendar 

Saoramenta 

Others 

Religion & ~heology 

Conoepta 

:Movements 

Others 

Literature 

Biblioal 

Babbinio 

:Medieval 

:Modern 

Languages 

Hebrew 

Yiddish 

Others 

Hebrew Names 
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TABLE XIII A 
( oontinued) • 

First 
Men- !!!op-
tion ioe 

263 626 

38 148 

42 177 

146 68 

28 143 

16 126 

6 63 

9 67 

l 16 

31 243 

9 67 

6 36 

16 

6 

l 

3 

l 

44 

1'1 

10'7 

37 

16 

16 

'1 

213 

Index 
Issues of Per- Con-

88 

69 

66 

31 

61 

70 

40 

69 

13 

68 

46 

32 

ll 

42 

61 

53 

38 

6 

69 

sist. neat. 

90 

70 

57 

32 

62 

71 

41 

60 

13 

70 

47 

33 

11 

43 

62 

64 

40 

6 

60 

874 

290 

194 

316 

76 

166 

16 

>146 

6 

186 

29 

6 

147 

4 

4 

8 
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on the one extreme, and with the results obtained 

by reference-articles, as given in Table XIX, on 

the other extreme. 

First As we examine the results for the first 
Mentions 

of the minor units of measurement, what 

we have termed "first mentions," we find a smaller 

percentage for "History and Current Events" than 

for any of the other, larger units of measurement 

(reference-words, paragraphs, gross allusio~s, and 

referenoe-articles) • We find an even greater dif­

ference in the same direction in the oase of ~Geo­

graphy." But when we oome to "Demography," we find 

that the percentage of "first mentions" is much 

greater than of any of the other units. These dif­

ferences can, however, be explained easily enough. 

A geographical reference is rarely the main subject 

of a newspaper artiolo. Oooasionally, it is true, 

suoh an article will discuss oonditiona in a par­

ticular country or oity, but usually the geograph­

ical reference serves merely to give the loous of 

some event or organization. Demographical references, 

on the othe~ hand, will very frequently constitute 

the main subject-matter of newspaper artiales, which 

often describe the nativities of organizations and 

' i : ' .' 'i '. . . 

: 1·' . ' l . 
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institutions. Historioel references, again, are 

frequently subordinate to other historical refer­

enoee and to referenoea in other fields. The 

percentage of "first mentions" for "Ou.stoma and 
. - -

Ceremonies" agrees very olosely with the peroent-

age of referenoe-artioles, but is mu.oh greater than 

the percentage of reference-words. This, too, is 

easy to explain. MSly of the "Ouatoms and Ceremonies" 

references were congregational announcements, funeral 

or wedding announoements, and the like. There were 

usually few referenoes per a~ticle, and the articles 

were generally very brief, as we have mentioned be­

fore. "Religion and Theology" referenoes almost 

never oonstituted the main subjects of articles. 

(Table XIIIA shows that there were· only. fifteen 

artioles in the whole study in whioh they did.) 

Therefore it is not at all surprising to find that 

here the percentage of ''first mentions" is muoh 

smaller than any of the other peroentagea for this 

same oategory. Some of the "Literature" references 

were announcements of book•publioations and book­

reviews, and so there is no signifioant differenae 

between any of the peraentages, or at any rate. the 

peroentages are so small that it is difficult if 

' 
'" I 

',,1 
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not impossible to tell what differenoes are signi• 

fioant. l!'inally, there were praatioally no &.rtioles .. 

in whiah language was the main eub~eot, and the per­

centage of "first mentions" bears this out. To sum 

up, the percentage of "first mentions" appears to be 

a fairly reliable index as to the imporanae whioh a 

particular subjeot assumes within the articles in 

Whiah it is referred to. 

If we oonsider the peroentages of "first me~-· 

tions" within the various oategories, our surmise 

as to the value of this unit o:f measurement is 

further b1rne out. For ins tano e, in the aa tegory 

of "History and Current Events,'' we find the "Con­

temporary Personalities" references reoeivivg a 

muoh higher percentage of the "first mentions" than 

of the referenoe-words, and only a slightly smaller 

percentage than of the referenoe-artioles. From 

this we might deduae that though this type of re­

ference, where it oaaurred,. was generally a com­

paratively short one, it was very likely to oaour 

in an artidle to its elf, whiah was aotually the 

oase. "Mr. So-and-so was recently appointed to the 

Board of Organization Suoh-and-suah" was :fairly 

typical of these referenoes. Simile.rl7, noting that 

;. ; ! ,,·' ·1 ' 
:'· '1 ' ' 
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the peroentage of "first mentions" i'or the pr.e­

modern periods is only 2.9, and of reference-words, 

2.3, whereas of referenc,-articles it is 8,6, we 

may well conclude that these references were gen­

erally very brief mentions in conneotion with other 

subjects, whioh conolusion is correot, On the other 

hand, of references dealing with Modern Times, those 

on events and the like tended to approach those on 

modern Jewish problems, if we accept the evidence 

of "first mentions," whereas from the standpoints 

of both reference-words and referenoe-ertioles, the 

latter was by far the greater, Yet, in actual fact, 

what we termed "events" probably had just about as 

many articles devoted to them as did those other 

events which .we included under the heading of ''prob­

lems," for', after all, most news deals with events, 

if we wish to adhere to the striot use of the word. 

In the field of "Geography," the evidence from re­

ference-artioles would show a very slight preponder­

ance of references to oities over references to coun­

tries and continents, The evidenoe from reference­

words, however, shows that the "Countries and Con­

tinents" references were generally lengthier than 

"Cities'' references, But we have already seen from 
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the data on "first mentions" that neither was at all 

frequently the ohief subjeot of an artiole, although 

naturally artioles on oonditions in oertain oountries 

would give "Countries and Continents" the slightly 

higher peroentage. We have already mentioned in an­

other oonneoti.on that references to local organiza­

tions frequently occurred in articles by themselves, 

whioh is exaotly what the evidenoe from "first men­

tions" would lead us to oonolude. International or­

ganizations, on the other hand, tended to be mentioned 

moat often in oonneotion with other subjeots, besides 

being mentioned least frequently, though at oonaider­

able length, and again our figures oould have sup­

plied us this information if we had not knovm it. 

Under ''Oust·oms and Ceremonies," the large number of 

wedding, funeral, tombstone unveiling and similar 

notices, already alluded to above, gave "Saoraments" 

an overwhelmingly high peroentage of "first mentions," 

although these references were briefest and least 

frequent. ~he rest of the oategories contained so 

few oases that more detailed analysis is hardly 

justified, but in general, exoept under "Languages," 

the data as to "fir st mentions.,. bore out the data 

for referenoe-artioles and referenoe-words. 
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Topios It is reasonable to suppose that the most 

important aubjeots are those which subsume the great­

est number of smaller topios. However, our data here 

demonstrates very olearly that this is not so, and 

affords us some insight as to the reasons for its 

not being so. As far as the larger oategories are 

oonoerned, there is a oertain measure of agreement 

between the peroentages of topics and the other units 

of measurement which we have employed. \'le may, how­

ever, with justice beoome suspioious when we notioe 

that "Literature'' i_s oredited with 4.4~& of the topics, 

whereas all the other measures unanimously place it 

very muoh lower. And our suspioion is greatly in­

tensified when we observe that the oategory of "Hebrew 

Names,'' whose negligible value we have already die­

ousaed, is ore di ted with 3. 85~ of the topios, an even 

higher rating than was given it in terms of referenoe­

artioles. At once the reason for these variations 

becomes apparent. The size of a group of topics is 

no·. real index to the importance of the individual 

topios, and hence, of the group. Thus, even though 

we have so large a group of unimportant items as 

different Hebrew names, this aategor7 is still a 
. 

totally unimportant one, and eaoh of the references 
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is unimportant. Conversely, an important subject 

may very oonoeivably have comparatively few topioe 

subsumed under it. These results will therefore 

mean very little, exoept as aids to the reader of 

a study auoh as this in reoonatruoting for himself 

a pioture of the material studied. 

Persist- The index of parsistenoy shows the like­
enoy 
Index 11hood of enoountering references to any 

partioular subjeot in any issue, and to that extent 

it is of some val.us, as in determining what subjeote 

are most important for developing intelligent readers 

of the press. However, in regard to the larger sub­

jeot-groups, this measure does not d1sor1m1nate at 

all finely, and 1te value would probably be greater 

in the consideration of smaller topioa. Further­

more, as we have previously mentioned, a measure 

suoh as this oan only be of real s1gn1f1oanoe when 

it represents large numbers of issues spread over 

a far greater period of time. 

Oonneo­
tions 

The final unit of measurement whioh we 

shall ooneider is the peroentage of "oon­

neotions," that is, the subj.eats whioh are subordi-

nated to the subjeot in question in the artiolae 
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oovered. One of the ohief elements in the asswnp-
. ' . -

tion of importance by any subjeot is the extent of 

its implications. And if we follow the very logioal 

procedure of taking the number of other sub~eots 

oonneoted with any particular subjeot as an index 

of the extent of that subject's implications, we 

should have an extremely reliable index of that 

subject's aotual importance. Aotually that would 

seem to be the oase here, If one were to take the 

various categories of our olassifioation here and 

rate them on purely a priori grounds aooording to 

their implioationa for present-day Jewish life, 

whioh is what we are interested in, of oourae, we 

should probably have to plaoe "Demography" at the 

top, beoause,after all,that deals with the aotual 

structure of Jewish life, \'Iha t we have termed 

"History and Current Events" would oome next, be­

cause that represents Jewish life in aotiQn. Sinoe 

the diatinotivenesa of Jewish life is ohiefly a 

function of oertain praotioea, "Customs and Cere­

monies" would probably oome next. One of the moat 

significant faota about the Jew, a faot whioh ex­

plains muoh about the Jewish psyohe, is his wide­

spread geographical distribution, and so "Geography" 

i .. 
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would likewise stand in an important position. On 

the other hand, anyone who has observed present-day 

Jewish life at all must have been impressed immedi­

ately with the small part which what we have oalled 

"Religion and Theology" plays in it, muoh as that 

may be regretted. And similarly, although we may 

wish that it were otherwise, we must admit that the 

average Jew pays little attention and devotee little 

time to Jewish literature. And now, as we turn to 

the data on our table under "Connections," we find 

that this is exactly the order which these various 

categories take. Furthermore, as we looL: at the 

smaller subject-divisions, we find, for instance, 

that "Contemporary Personalities" receives a much 

smaller percentage of "Oonneotions" than of other 

units, whioh is entirely in oonsonance with what 

we said before about the unimportance of many of· 

these references. Simdlarly, under "Geography," 

"Oountrias and Oontinants" raoeives an overwhelming 

percentage of the "Oonneotiona," whioh is in perfect 

agreement with what we stated before about the im­

portanoe of thees references generally, in oontrast 

to the unimportanoa of the mere localizations pro­

vided by the •"Cities" referenoes • The "Demography" 
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referenoaa oonform rather olosely to the 41atribu­

tions given them by the other measures, espeoially 
' ' . 

referenoe-words •. Beoause, as we have said before, 

the "Saoramenta" referenoes were so commonly in 

separate articles, their "Oonneotions" ptroentage 

would naturally be higher, as it is here, sinoe, 

for instance, "funeral" would have oonneoted with 

it "oemetery, '' "rabbi," "Kaddish," eta. Otherwise 

the distribution is about the same as that based 

on the other units of measurement. law would deny 

that the various seotarian divisions and movements, 

like Orthodo:Q, Oonaervatiam and Reform. play a 

larger part in Jewish life today than individual 

theologioal oonoepts, and this is borne out by the 

high peroentage of "Oonneotiona" which here goes · 

to "Movements.'' Likewise, modern Jewish 11 terature 

is of greater interest and of more oonoern to the 

present-day Jew than the literature of the past, 

and again our results confirm our oonolusion. 

Prom all this, then, we are probably oorreot 

in feeling that "Oonneotions" is an extremely valu­

able index to the relative importance of the vari­

ous subjects. 
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Treatment . In Table XIV we have assembled, in 

terms of peroentages, our data as to 

the treatment aooorded eaoh subjeot in the various• 

artioles in whioh it was referred to. (In Table 

XIV-~, for the sake of referenoe, we have given 

the numbers whioh the peroentagea of the forego• 

ing table represent.) These peroent~gee are oom• 

puted along the horizontal, instead of along the 

vertioal, as· all the previous peroentages were 

aomputed. In other words, for any sub~eot, a 

fifty (60) in the first oolumn indioatee that 

fifty peraant (60%) of all the referenoe-artiolee 

for that aubjeot aaaorded it mere mention, and so 

on with all the other aolwnne. The peroentages in 

Tables XV and XVI were aomputed in the same way. 

Thia table ia self-explanatory. It should be 

remembered, however, that most referenoes to any 

subjeat will be mere mentions of the subjeot, and 

therefore the aignifiaant thing to look for is the 

extent to whioh those referenoes whioh are not mere 

mentions are lengthier or shorter, and the extent 

to whioh eaoh of the peroentages deviates from the 

average peroentage for that oolumn, whioh is to 

say, the peroentage of the total number in that 
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TABLE XIV 

Total 

lfo Ex­
plana­
tion 

61.6 

History & Current Ev. 40.0 

History 

Pre-Modern 

Modern 

40.0 

63.4 

37.4 

Modern History 31.6 
Mod.Jew.Prob. 40.6 

Unolaseifiea 69.7 

Contemporary Person.40.0 

Geography 

Cities 

66.9 

Countries & Oonta. 49.2 

Districts & States 61.4 

Paren- Lengthy Full 
thetioal Artiole 

13.9 

13.2 

2.1 

1.0 

13.4 

18.6 

20.3 

14.9 

20.9 

18.0 
22.6 

16.9 

a.a 

11.1 

33.4 

36.0 

41.2 
33.3 

12.1 

18.3 

32.3 

38.7 

21.3 

..... M ... i::;a-o_e_l::.:l::.:a:.:n_e.;o .. u_a ___ ...;;,6.,5-=-• 6 ______ 3_._4=--_....,;;6~• .... 9 ____ 2 __ 4 •L 

Demography 62.2 

International 63.7 

National 49.0 

Looal 

Presa 

61.0 

63.3 

Inatitut.of High.L. 68.3 

4.4 

11.0 

10.6 

14.0 

6.3 

' 

34.6 

38.8 

18.3 

= 

-
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TABLE XIV 
(oontinued) 

No Ex­
plana .. 
tion 

Paren- Lengthy Full 

Customs & Ceremonies 66.2 

House of Worship 71.3 

Saored Calendar 74.6 

Saoraments 

Others 

.Religion & Theology 

Oonoepts 

Movements 

Others 

Literature 

Biblioal 

Rabbinio 

Medieval 

Modern 

Languages 

Hebrew 

Yiddish 

Others 

48.2 

71.3 

66.3 

68,6 

-69.l 

77.6 

60.0 

84.2 

87.9 

71.4 

thetioal Artiole 

0;.6 

3.0 

12.1 

11.s 

12~9 

16~8 

13.8 

14.9 

37.6 

10.7 

10.3 

11.8 

14.6 

2.0 

14.3 

21.4 

11~8 

14.6 

47,l 

20.4 

10~3 

a.o 
11.6 

14,0 

21.s. 

10,1 

18.4 
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TREATMENT -in-~------.i.,O .11iX-. . 
plan&• Paren• Lengthy Full 

Artiole tion thetioal 

Total 6231 

History & Ollrrent Ev. 1798 

History 1P96 

Pre-Modern 149 

Modern 923 

Modern History 274 
Mod.Jew.Prob. 649 

Unalaeeified 23 

Contemporary Person. 703 

Geography 

Cities 

1208 

629 

0ountriee & Conte. 482 

Dietriote & States 78 

800 

624 

172 

31 

138 

1618 3460 

833 1236 

664 914 

36 20 

616 890 

80' 166 367 
68 360 633 

a a 4 

462 279 322 

44 186 687 

28 68 274 

10 109 379 

6 ~17 27 

_M=i_so_e_l_l_a_ne_o_u_s ______ -=l=-9--___ 1~----2~---L 

Demography 1700 

Internet. 0rganiza. 366 

National 0rganiza. 

Looal 

Press 

344 

769 

73 

Inst1t.of Higher L. 129 

87 346 

26 96 

31 66 

7 146 

16 24 

6 10 

1122 

196 

262 

677 

26 

44 

i 
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TABLE XIVA 
(oontinued) 

T 11 E A T :M E B 
lfo L-- - - - - -
plana- Paren• Length7 
tion thetioal 

Ouatoma & Ceremonies 979 19 165 

House of Worship 388 3 89 

Saared Calendar 307 10 35 

Saaraments 166 16 

Others 128 ~ 26 

Religion & Theologr 224 6 49 

Oonaepta 62 6 12 

Movements 163 31 

Others 9 6 

Literature 206 20 32 

Biblioal 67 7 10 

.Rabhinio 46 7 l 

Hedieval 13 2 2 

Modern 66 4 16 

Languages 117 8 

Hebrew 73 6 

Yiddish 39 l 

Others 6 l 

!l! -
Full 
Artiole 

317 

64 

60 

162 

41 

32 

7 

24 

l 

42 

13 

6 

24 

14 

4 

9 

l 
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oolumn. 

From a study of this table we see that the 

referenoes to ~History and Ourrent Events" tended 

to be quite a bit lengthier than the averagei 

those to "Geography" and "Demography" were some­

what shorter; those to "Customs and Ceremonies" 

and to "Literature," a good bit shorter stilli 

those to "Religion and Theology," very brief in­

deed; and those to "Languages," pradJtioally neg­

ligible. Of the "History and Current Events" 

referenoes, those to "Oontemporary Personalities" 

ran towards the parenthetioal, whereas the rest 

were frequently full artioles, or at any rate, 

quite lengthy. This was only true of the modern 

referenoes, however, as the "pre-modern" referenoes 

were generally very brief. The "Geography" refer­

enoes were pretty muoh of a type, generally mere 

mentions, but frequently, also, full artioles. The 

''Demography" referenoes were somewhat similar to 

the previous, but inolined to be a little lengthier. 

The "Oustoms and Ceremonies" referenoes were also 

fairly oonsistently mere mentions. The same may be 

said of the "Religion and Theology" referenoes, ex• 

oept that they were even more frequently o:f the 

• I 
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brief variety. And the same applies to the other 

two oategories also. with very little differenoe 

amongst sub-divisions. 

The information afforded by an analysis of this 

sort is a valuable aid in the interpretation of the 

results. as may be seen by reference to the previous 

discussions of results. where we frequently had oo­

oasion to explain certain tendencies in terms of 

the length of the references represented. 

Fu.notion Table XV shows in terms of percentages 

what the function of each subJect tssnerally was in 

the artioles in which it appeared. (Table XV-,4 gives 

the same data in the original numbers.) We have al­

ready discussed. on pages 52 and 53. what eaoh of 

the columns indicates. This measure. like the pre­

vious one• must be interpreted in eaoh case by vari­

ations from the average. It is reasonable to sup­

pose that most of the references will be integrally 

related to the main subjects of the articles in which 

they appear. and that this was actually the case in 

our study is shown by the average percentage of 46.6 

in the "Integral" column. The "History and Current 

Events" references tended to conform to the average. 

except that more of them were integral to their 

I, 
I 

" 
t i . 

I 
r 



- 106A -

TABLE XV 

Newa 

Total 2.3 

History & Current Ev. o.9 
History 1.2 

Pre-Modern 

Modern 1.3 

Modern History 1.0 
Mod.Jew.Prob. 1.5 

Unclassified 

Contemporary Person. o.4 

Geography 

Cities 16.2 

Countries & Conts. 4.2 

Districts & States 4.7 

Misoellaneous 6.9 

Demography O. 5 

International 1.0 

Hational 1.0 

Looal 

Press o.7 
Institut.of High.L. 

Inoi­
dental 

25.8 

17.9 

42.l 

18.5 
13.6 

42.4 

29.7 

40.9 

45.7 

41.4 

20.0 

41.8 

Spe­
cial 
Article 

25.5 

25.0 

28.0 

14.0 

29.4 

40.0 
23.6 

21.2 

20.3 

24.0 

15.2 

33.5 

20.5 

17.2 

25.6 

35.4 

22.2 

Inte­
gral 

46.5 

51.6 

52.9 

43.8 

54.0 

40.5 
61.3 

49.7 

26.4 

22.2 

27.a 

34.5 

45.6 

36.0 



I 

Customs & Ceremonies 

House of Worship 

Salired Calendar 

Saoraments 

Others 

Religion & Theology 

Conoepts 

Movements 

Others 

Literature 

Biblioal 

Ra.bbinio 

Medieval 

Modern 

Languages 

Hebrew 

Yiddish 

Others 

- 106B -

.TABLE XV 
(oontinued) 

Newa 

o.5 
o .• 4 

0.7 

1.0 

0.6 

1.0 

1.1 

o.7 

2.0 

Inoi­
dental 

14.4 

14.2· 

16.8 

5.0 

27.4 

31.8 

46.0 

24.6 

60.0 

30.8 

33.0 

41.2 

26.6 

43.1 

48.2 

36.7 

28.6 

Spe­
oial 
Artiole 

22.0 

10.9 

49.2 

20.4 

9.0 

a.o 
9.1 

12.6 

14.4 

5.8 

2.4 

10.2 

14.3 

Inte­
gral 

63.l 

74.6 

67.2 

46.8 

51.2 

68.5 

46.0 

66.4 

37.6 

61'.6 

63.4 

68.8 

61.8 

61.0 

57.l 

\' 
I 
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TABLE XV-A 

News Inoi-
dental 

Total 276 3123 

History & Current Ev. 40 1012 

History 33 491 

l?re-Mo darn 99 

:Modern 33 378 

Modern History 9 160 
Mod.Jew.Prob. 24 218 

Unolasaified 14 

Contemporary Person. 7 621 

Geography 209 868 

Cities 160 468 

Countries & Cants. 

Diatriota & States 

Miaoellaneous 

Demography 

International 

Uational 

Looal 

Press 

Inatitut.of High.L. 

41 

6 

2 

16 

7 

7 

1 

339 

68 

12 

779 

136 

182 

283 

79 

79 

Spe­
oial 
Artiole 

3080 

1121 

766 

33 

726 

347 
378 

7 

366 

609 

150 

328 

26 

6 

104:6 

174 

269 

627 

25 

42 

Inte­
gral 

6621 

2318 

1446 

103 

1331 

361 
980 

12 

872 

539 

220 

272 

37 

10 

1416 

364 

264 

678 

32 

68 
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Customs & Ceremonies 

House of Worship 

Saored Calendar 

Sacraments 

Others 

Religion & !l.'he_ology 

Oonoepts 

Movements 

Others 

Literature 

Biblioal 

Rabbinic 

Medieval 

Modern 

Languages 

Hebrew 

Yiddish 

Others 
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!!.'ABLE XV-A 
(oontinued) 

News Inoi-
dental 

7 213 

2 77 

3 66 

2 

2 

16 

66 

99 

40 

2 61 

1 

l 

l 

l 

8 

92 

32 

23 

7 

28 

60 

40 

18 

2 

Sp!leial 
u•101e 

326 

59 

67 

169 

41 

28 

7 

19 

2 

43 

14 

4 

26 

8 

2 

6 

l 

Inte­
gral 

934 

406 

277 

148 

103 

182 

40 

136 

6 

163 

60 

31 

10 

67 

70 

41 

26 

4 

.... -· 
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articles and fewer incidental. However, upon oloser 

analysis, we find that the "Contemporary J.>ersonali• 

ties" references were more often incidental, muoh 

less often the main aubjeota of artiolea, while the 

other historical referenoee were more often integral, 

more often the main subjeota, and muoh less often 

merely inoidental. However, this did not apply to 

the "Pre-Modern" referenoee, whioh were leas often 

integral, very muoh less often main aubjeote, and 

extremely frequently inoidental. On the other hand, 

modern events and the like were far more frequently 

the main subjeota, whioh ia what _one would ex:peot, 

of oourse, sinoe they have suoh great "news-interest," 

while ''Modern Jewish Problems" references were inte­

gral far more often than not, and very seldom inoi­

dental. The "Geography" references were generally 

incidental, far more rarely integral, and all of 

them ran pretty muoh to type, with little difference 

between subjeot-headinga. The "Demography" referenoee 

were frequently main subjects in their articles. Thia 

was espeoially true of referenoes to looal and nation­

al institutions, as we have indicated before. "Ou.stoma 

and Ceremonies" referenoea were most often integral, 

but "Sacraments" were very frequently main aubjeota, 
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as we have previously noted. The "Religion and 

Theology'' referenoee tended rather definitely to 

be either integral or only inoidental, and were 

very rarely main subjeats. The same was true of 

the "Literaturell and 11Language" referenoes also. 

As with the evidenoe on treatment of the mater­

ial, this information is valuable in the interpre­

tation of the results, and we have already made use 

of it in this way, it w.11.11 be reoalled, notably in 

oonneotion with the "Looal Demography" referenoes 

and the "Saaramente" referenoes under "Customs and 

Oeremoniea." In other words, it is of 11 ttle sig­

nifioanoe independently, but beaomes important in 

oonjunotion with the other data. 

Content In Tables XVI and ~'YI-A we have aolleoted 

our data on the oonneation of the material with 

present-day life, Sinoe most of our material was 

of a timely nature, dealing with present-day events, 

personalities, institutions and the like, the question 

as to oonneation with present-day life was generally 

not at all pertinent. It oould only be meaningful 

in regard to referenoes to the past. Therefore, 

the only group of referenoes for whioh we have any 

aonsiderable data on this point ie the seotion 
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TABLE XVI 

Total 

History&. Current Events 

History 

Pre-Modern 

Modern 

Modern History 
Modern Jewish Problems 

Uno las a i fie d 

Contemporar1 Personalities 

Geography 

Cities 

Countttes & Continents 

Distriota & States 

Misoellaneous 

Demography 

International 

.National 

Looal 

Presa 

Institutions of Higher L. 

' 

Bo Inoi-
Tie-up dental 

62.8 34.8 

66.4 

66.6 

78.l 

66.6 

88.6 
14.9 

76.0 

63.8 

76.0 

80.o 

so.o 
0 

100.0 

40.0 

100.0 

100.0 

0 

0 

32.2 

20.9 

40.8 

10.a 
'19.9 

26.0 

27.7 

26.0 

20.0 

60.0 

0 

60.0 

100.0 

0 

Chief 
Purpose 

2.4 

0.9 

8.6 

i 
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T.A.BLI XVI ii ( oontinuedJ i. 

;~ / : \l : 

l 'I lio J.no1- Ohief : i,:1 j; , 
1·: 1 r 1 

Tie-up dental Purpose :j! Ii '., I 

Customs & Ceremonies 33.3 66.7 '; 1· ·. ; 
·i . : 
i. 1 · 
'·' : I 

House of Worship 60.0 60.0 I I 
I ' J ,· ! 

' i ! I Saared Calendar 60.0 60.0 ; 
" I 
'.I 
: 

Saaramente 20.0 ao.o \ I 
!, I ' ' ' ••'I 

•1i ;· · Others 20.0 eo.o l' 1' ' 

' ' ·I' 

Religion & Theolog7 50.0 50.0 i1 
I' 
[, 

0onaepts 33.3 66.7 

Movements 100.0 :i I 
', 
i ' i\ I; 

' i Others 100.0 :) !, :: 

(;:! ', j 
! J 

'· Literature 26.3 68.4 6.3 
I , Bibliaal 11.1 77.8 11.1 

I ' Rabbinia 42.9 67.1 i : I ·" 
" Medieval 60.0 50.0 ; I " 

i: :- ~ '' : " 
" Modern 100.0 ,, ,, i' 

' I ' i ·. : I Languages 100.0 , . , " I " " '1· ' ::(!:: 
Hebrew 100.0 . I , 

I : ; I," 
;,!,: I 

Yiddish 0 0 0 

Others 100,0 I 
' ! 
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TABLE XVI-A 

lio Inai-
Tie-up clental 

Total 399 221 

History• Current Events 3'16 186 

History 

Pre-Modern 

Modern 

346 

168 

1'16 

Modern History 166 
Modern Jewish Problems 20 

Unolaeeified 3 

0ontemporary Personalities 30 

Geography 

Oitiea 

Countries & Continents 

Diatriots & States 

Misoellaneous 

Demography 

International 

National 

Looal 

Presa 

6 

4 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

Institutions of High. Learn. O 

1'12 

46 

126 

19 
10'1 

1 

13 

2 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Ohiet 
Purpose 

16 

14 

10 

2 

8 

1 
'I 

4 

I 
'I 
,! 

'i 
,,: ':.!I 
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TABLB m-A 
(oontinue) 1· .,; 

.• I, : 

No Inoi- Chief r;:. 
Tie-up dental .Purpose /);! i 

' ' ' ~ I ' 1 ' 

Ou.atoms 8o Ceremonies 6 12 l f 
I ,, : 

House of Worship 3 3 I,· 

Saared Calendar 1 1 ' .. , 
Saaramente 1 4 ,, 

!. 
Others 1 4 

! ' 
Religion & Theology 4 4 

; ' 

Oonoepts 2 4 
I i • ' ' 

Movements 1 I' 
I' 
\ i 

Others " 1 : , I 

·i. 
'' I 

Literature 6 13 1 
i ' . 
' ' 

Biblioal l 7 1 

Rabbinio 3 4 
' ! . 

Medieval 1 1 
'ii 

· Modern 1 

Languages 2 

Hebrew 1 

liddiah 0 

Others 1 
I 
I 

i 
, I 
' I 
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on ''History and Current Events." It ia extremely 

aignifioant that in oonneotion with most of the 

references there was no attempt made to tie them 

up with the present. ~heir ooourrenoe was purely 

fortuitous. They were merely adornments to the 

real content of the article. 

Reliability 
of Technique 

On page 60 we have deaoribed the 

prooedure whereby we in effect 

doubled the amount of material covered and there-

by teated the reliability of our results. By di­

viding our oards into two groups, X and Y, we achiev­

ed approximately the same effeot as if we had taken 

an entirely new sampling and treated it in the same 

way we had the previous one. In such a oase, if 

there is a olose agreement between the first set 

of results and the iseoond, the method of treatment 

may be adjudged a reliable one, whereas if the re­

sults are widely divergent, the method may be con­

sidered proven unreliable. This is known aa the 

"aplit-halvea' teohnique." 

In Table XVII we have tabulated the percentages 

of refe1·enoe-words for eaoh of the main subjeot­

headings in the X-group, the Y-group and the total 
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i ,, 

,, ' .............. ·• ... ·• ~--.. L1 ! ' !UBLE XVII : I,. 

SUBJ~OT j y iotal ' ; . ,,, I ' ' 

:, . I 
I, 

:I! I q 
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 I I'.· ' 

, .1;_\ 
, . :I. 

I ' Hietor1 & current Bv. 63.07 47.22 60.2 ' 

History 69.03 71.43 70.l 
I 

Pre-Modern 1.60 3.12 2.3 ' 

Modern 98,26 96.87 97.l 

Mod. Hietor1 30.31 ~-1,.20 33.-l . ! • 

llod. Jew. Prob. 69.69 62.80 66.6 

Unale.eeified 0.24 1.00 0.6 
............ 

Oontemp1 Person. 30.97 28.67 29.9, 

Geography 19.14 22.02 20.6 'i' ,·; . 

Oitiee 35,13 32,25 33,62 

Oountriea & Conte. 69.16 64.27 61.84 

Diatriota & States 4.70 2.79 3,69 

Mieoellaneoue 1.02 0.69 0.86 

DemographJ 20.63 22.13 
. ·1,, . 
. ·1::· 

21.3 ' 

International Org. 29.63 29.66 29.60 
, I 

Dational Organiza. 22.66 29.07 26.86 
, I . j ' ; 

· 1 • ; 
' ' . ' . 
I • j ~ 

Looal Organisation 38.26 27.87 32.97 

Preea 4.27 3.72 3.99 'I I 
' ' 

i I 
Inatit. of Higher L. 4.40 4.20 4.30 ' I 

I 

' 

' 
' ' Othere 0,89 6.68 3.28 : i ·i 

I , I 
! ' 
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TABLE XVII ,( ,, 

( oontinuedJ 
1I : 

l[ 
SUBJEOT j y ;otal 

~. 
~i I 'I, H 
/1 ! Customs & Ceremonies 3.66 4.36 z._9 ! '' 

l:11 
'..1,;- f 

House _of Worship 39,44 32,18 36.62 
,, 
i: 
1• 

" 
ca1e~dar 

' I Saored ·ai.; 1z1 ' 22.83 22,14 ,, 
I 

Saoramente 20.21 19.28 19.71 

Others 18,02 26,71 22.63 

Religion & Theolog1 2,11 2,91 2,6 

Conoepts 6,82 19.32 13.94 

Movements 86,92 78,66 82.21 i 
i 

Others 6,26 2,02 3,86 

Literature 1,09 0,92 1.0 i 
'· 

Biblioal 17,62 30.49 23.4: 

Rabbinio 13,12 9,92 11.7 

Medieval 1,11. 0,62 0.9 
I 

J4odern 66,78 66,63 61,8 l 
' . ' 
I . 

Others 1.37 3.33 2.2 
i i 
, I • ' 

' I"' I : 
LallBJlages 0,39 0,33 0,4 I I. 

. ' , I 

Hebrew Names 0.10 0.12 0.1 r · 'i I ' . (,'' . 
I I . 

!i 
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SUBJECT 

Total 

TABLE XVI-I-A 
.. X 

History & Current Ev. 

History 

Pre-Modern 

Modern 

Modern History 
Mod.Jew.Prob, 

Unalasaified 

Contemporary ~eraon. 

Geography 

Oi ties 

Countries & Conte. 

Districts & States 
' 

Miscellaneous 

Demography 

International 

Hational 

Loaal 

Presa 

Inatitut.of High. L. 
.• 

Others 

646,133 

289,867 

200,080 

2,994 

196,616 

69,600 
137,_016 

471 

89.777 

104,636 

36,724 

61,829 

4,911 

1.071 

112,140 

33,226 

26,300 

42,891 

4,791 

4,934 

999 

y 

624,198 

247,612 

176,791 

6,623 

169,494 

63,064 
106,440 

1,774 

70.721 

116,462 

37,237 

74,206 

3,217 _ 

793 

-116,022 

34,299 

33,722 

32,337 

4,314 

4,876 

6,474 

' I I ' 

I 

, I 
: ! 

I 

I 
' 

I 

" " 
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TABLE XVII-A 
(oontinued) 

SUBJECT X 

Customs & Ceremonies 19,434 

House of Worship 7,664 

- Saored Calendar 4,146 

Sacrament!3 3,927 

Others 3.697 

Religion & Theology 11,536 

Ooncepts 787 

Movements 10,026 

Others 722 

Literature 6,931 

Biblical 1,046 

Rabbinic 778 

Medieval 66 

Modern 3,961 

Others 81 

Languages 2.132 

Hebrew Names 669· 

IIL 11 

y 

22,784 

7,332 

6,202 

4,393 

6,867 
•• 

15,264 

2,949 

12,006 

310 

4,83'i' 

1,476 

480 

30 

2,691 

161 

1.706 

622 
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study. (Table XVII-A gives the actual numbers of 

reference-words in each case.) It will be noticed 
. . 

that all differences are very alight and that the 

generul distribution amongst the various subjects 

in eaoh category remains the same. except in the 

case of the "Demography" references. However, if 

we remembor that the "National Organizations" sec­

tion in the Y-group is weighted by the "freak'' 

references we have already mentioned (see page 89), 

we see that even here there is very little dif• 

ferenoe. In other words, if we remember to cor­

rect for ''freaks," which is to say• if we use the 

evidenoe from several units of measurement instead 

of from only one. our results are very consistent, 

and therefore reliable. 

Validity We have mentioned in our introduotion 
of Sampling 

the necessity for o·otaining a repre­

sentative sampling of periodicals for use in a study 

like this. Aside from the faot that we have attempted 

to inolude in this study periodicals representing all 

different geographioal areas and points of view, the 

question as to the validity of our sampling resolves 

itself mainly into a question as to the extent of 

.. 
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agreement or disagreement between the individual 

periodioals inoluded here. If we find, for inetanoe, 

that eaoh of the periodioals we have used differs 

widely in the results it yields from all of the 

others, we have no way of knowing that any other 

periodioul whioh we might study might not differ 

just as widely. On the other hand, if, after taking 

all due preoa.u:liione for obtaining an. "unseleoted" 

sampling, that is to say, one so oarefully aeleoted 

that it inoludea all possible variations, we find 

that the results for eaoh periodioal are almost 

identioal with those for each of the others and for 

the total, then we may be fairly certain that any 

other periodioal whioh we may study will probably 

likewise oonform. 

In Table XVIII we have the percentages (Table 

XVIII-A giving the aotual numbers) of referenoe­

worda for the Jewish Dail:y Bulletin, the single 

daily, and for the weeklies as a whole, with the 

percentages of the total given in the final column 

for purposes of oomparison. The distributions in 

the "History and Current Events" and "Geography" 

oategories is about the same in each oase. However, 

in the "Demography" referenoes we find a complete 
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fABLE XVIII Ji 
.·'-, ~·· ' t :, 

. I 

SUBJECT J.D.Bi• ·Weeklies· ·' Total I:; . 
I ; , 
; I 

I ' Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 I 

I 
. I History & Current Ev. 64.40 44.31 60.20 

'! 

I 

' 

History 76.64 60.77 70.10 

Pre-Modern 1.21 4.60 2.30 

Modern 98.76 93.70 97.10 

Modern Hie tory 30.81 39.62 33.40 · 
Modern Jew. Prob. 69.19 60.38 66.60 

.Unalassified 0.06 1.ao o.60 

Contemporary Person. 24.46 39.23 29.90 

Geography 24.31 16.26 20.60 

01 ties 31.46 38.49 33.62 

Countries & Conts. 64.22 66.48 61.84 

Districts & States 3.47 4.20 3.69 
., . 
I 

' 
' !1 

Miaoellaneoue 0.86 o.84 0.86 
1:: 

tl! 1 

t: 
Demography 18.66 26.24 21.30 I, l 

I 1 I 1i: 'I I I . '.; 

29.60 
1· f t 

Interns tional . 41. 76 16.96 . :· ·1: : 

llational 30.61 . 20.94 26.86 
! '! 
:,·i 

Looal 16.65 51.06 32.97 

Preas 6.66 1.23 3.99 

Inatitut. of High. L. 3.96 . 4.66 4.30 

Others i.47 6si5 3.28 
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!!!able Ullf 
{oontinue 

CU.etoms & Ceremonies 

House of Worship 

Saored Calendar 

Saoramenta 

Others 

Religion & Theology 

Conaepta 

Movements 

Others 

Literature 

Biblioal 

Rabbiniu 

Medieval 

Modern 

Others 

Languages 

Hebrew Names 

1.49 

36,42 

26,26 

14,19 

26,14 

0,47 

10.26 

89.37 

0,37 

0,69 

30.76 

14.19 

o.54 

64,62 

0,23 

0.02 

Weeklies 

7,42 

36,66 

21,26 

21,27 

21.92 

5.38 

14,39 

81,33 

4,27 

1,60 

19,60 

10,39 

3,41 

0,54 

0,23 

!l!otal 

36,62 

22,14 

19.71 

22,63 

2.6 

13,94 

82,21 

3,85 

1,0 

ll,7 

61,8 

2.2 

0.4 

0.1 

--
1 ; f ... -

! 1 I 1=~ 
I 
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TABLE XVIII-A 

SUBJEO~ 

Total 

' ' 

J.D.B. 

626,799 

History and Current Ev. 340,772 

History 267,408 

Pre-Modern 3,108 

Modern 264,178 

Modern History 78,311 
Mod.Jew.Prob. 176,867 

Unolassified 122 

Contemporary Person. 83 1364 

Geography 

Cities 

Countries & Oonts. 

Diatriots & States 

Misoellaneous 

Demography 

International 

National 

Looal 

Press 

Institut. of High. L. 

Others 

162,289 

47,904 

97,800 

5,287 

1.298 

116,226 

48,637 

36,fiSl 

18,072 

7,733 

4,591 

1,711 

Weeklies 

443,632 

,196,697 

119,463 

6,380 

. 111,931 

44,343 
67,688 

2,162 

77.134 

67,698 

26,067 

38,234 

2,841 

566 

111,937 

18,987 

23,441 

57,166 

1,372 

6,219 

6.762 

I 
I. 
I, 
::, 
'1 

h I 
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TABLE &VIII-A 

(oontinued) I: J .D.B, Weeklies --- I· Customs & Ceremonies 9,323 32,895 i' ,, 
I 
I 

House of Worship 3,302 11,694 ,, 

! ! 
' ' 

Saored Calendar 2,364 6,994 ' ' ' ' ' ' ' . 
Sao ram en ts 1,323 6,997 . . 

Others 2.344 7.210 
i -I -

Religion & Theology 2,935 23,864 --

Oonoepts 301 3,436 
II . 

Movements 2,623 19,409 

Others 11 1,020 -
Literature 3,672 7,096 

Biblioal 1,129 1,391 

Rabbinio 621 737 

Medieval 20 76 

Modern 2,002 4,660 
' i 

Others 242 : : 

Languages 1.434 2.403 
' ' 

Hebrew Names 149 1.042 
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reversal between the daily and the weeklies, with 

the total representing a oompromise between them, 

naturally. First of all, the Jewish Daily Bulletin 

had a smaller peroentage of "Demography'' referenoes 

than of "Geography'' referenoes, whereas in the week­

lies and in the total the converse is true. Then, 

in the Jewish Daily Bulletin the international or­

ganizations were the largest group, the national 

organizations were next, and the local organizations 

oonatituted the smallest group of the three, where­

as in the weeklies we find exaotly the reverse order, 

with the local organizations far in the lead, the 

national organizations much behind, and the inter­

national organizations somewhat behind the national. 

The total finds the looal organizations still in 

the lead by a small margin, with international or­

ganizations next, and national organizations last. 

Of oourse, this distribution can be understood easily 

enough when we consider the nature of the Jewish 

Daily Bulletin and that of the weeklies. The week­

lies are almost all purely looal periodicals, where­

as the Jewish DailY Bulletin was distributed through­

out the whole oountry. As a oonsequenoe, the Jewish 

Daily Bulletin did not publish announcements of meet-

.. -- -- --,--
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inga and the like, as did the weeklies, and even 

in its news it oonoerned itself more with inter­

national and national affairs than with looal, sinoe 

its appeal was to a larger publia. Also the Jewish 

Daily Bulletin frequently quoted other newspapers, 

whioh aooounts for its higher peroentage of "Preas" 

referenoea. Under ''Customs and Ceremonies" the 

weeklies had a higher peroentage of "Saoraments" 

references beoauae o·f the marriage, funeral and simi­

lar notioes already several times referred to. The 

other results distributed pretty muoh the same in 

all three oases. 

Table XIX gives the peraentagea (and Table XIX-A 

the numbers) of referenoe-artiolea (ainoe this infor­

mation was more readily available) for eaoh aubjeot 

in eaoh of the periodiaals and in the total ( the 

figures having been oorreoted to exolude the "Hebrew 

Iiamea" refereno es, whioh, we have already pointed 

out at some length, tended to distort results in 

terms of referenoe-artiolea). Allowing for differenoea 

w~ioh we have previously pointed ~ut between referenoe­

artiolea and reference-words and between the Jewish 

Daily Bulletin, whioh was unique, on the one hand, 

and the weeklies on the other hand, we see that there 

I; , . 

i 
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TABLE XIX 

J.D.B. Ali.HEB.AM.IS. B.B.M. REF.AD.TOTAL ' ' !, 

Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100~00 ' i ' 

I 

Hist.&Our.Ev. 46.36 46.18 29.17 21.06 27.0l 37.12 I 
' 

!1 
'' 

64.6 ' History 62.31 47.96 60.87 64.69 60.90 ,, 
·I 

Pre-Modern 4.88 14.34 13.21 18.76 13.11 8.69 

Modern 94.36 83.22 86.43 79.46 83.61 90.20 

Mod.Hist. 28.72 34.03 47.93 49.44 69.31 35.14 
lvlod.J.P. 71.28 65.97 52.07 60.66 40.69 64.86 

Unolaaaif. 0.76 2.46 o.36 1.79 3.28 1.21 

Contemp.Pers.35.4. 37.69 52.06 39.13 45.41 39.10 

Geogral!hZ 25.29 13.48 11.69 9.16 9 • 6 7 ~-1 7 • 66 . I 

Cities 46.89 48.90 46.12 40.00 67.60 46.64 
11 

• 

Countr.&Cont,46.24 46.26 49.57 60.00 36.88 46.12 

Dist.& States 6.69 6111 2.16 6.88 6.00 6.98 1··: 

Misoellaneous 1.18 o.73 2.16 3.12 0.62 1.36 

Demography 21.57 23.72 32.72 37.38 29.00 26.90 

Intern.Org. 38,20 12.46 10.08 10.41 10.21 20.93 

Uation.Org. 24.90 28.22 23.66 18.38 11.26 21.57 

Looal Org. 20.82 44.81 64.04 67.99 68.12 46.73 i 

Press 7.92 1.66 2.90 0.77 2.50 4.21 

Inst. of H.L, 6.63 9.96 8.24 1.84 6.26 6.81 

Others 2.53 2.90 1.07 0.61 1.67 1.76 ' I 

I 
I 
l 
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TABLE XIX 

(continued) • -
J.D.B. Al'll.HEB.AM. IS. B.B.M. REF.AD. TOTAL I 

Customs & Oere.2.98 9.65 17.68 24.16 26.69 12.23 I 
House of Wor.37.87 43.30 41.76 33.18 34.32 36.76 

Saored Oal. 27.22 36.08 32.67 21.57 28.41 27t84 -
Saoraments 10.06 2.06 10.23 31.28 30.91 21.82 

-
Others 24.86 18.66 16.34 13.98 6.36 

~ 

13.68 a= -
Relig,& Theol. 1.34 3.84 4.49 2.40 3.87 2.67 ~ -

I 

: Ii 

Concepts 28.95 46.15 15.56 23.81 35.94 27.97 -=--

Movements 68.42 46.15 81.11 66.67 57.81 66.88 

Others 2.63 7.69 3.33 9.62 6.25 6.14 

Literature 1.41 3.26 3.40 4.12 2.78 2.47 = .. 
Biblical 32.60 30.30 30.88 43.06 19.57 32.44 

Rabbinio 20.00 30.30 7.36 22.22 23.91 19.40 

Medieval 6.26 6.06 2.94 6.94 6.52 6.69 

Modern 41.25 27.27 44.12 27,78 39.13 36.79 

Others 6.06 14.71 10.87 6.69 

Lan~agea 1.06 0.98 1.05 1.72 1.09 1.16 

-
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TABLE XII-A . , 

J.D.B. Alt.HEB. AM. IS. B. B.1-r. liEF. AD• TOT/i.li 
' ' . 

Total 6.679 l.016 2,002 1 1 747 l.666 12.099 -
Hist. &01lr. Ev·. •· ,. 

21633 469 "684· 368 447 4,491 

History 11701 286 280 224 244 
I 

2,736 I 

:ere-Modern 83 41 37 42 32 236 

Modern l.606 238 242 178 204 2,467 

Mod.Hist. 461 81 116 88 121 · 867 
Mod.J.:erob.l.144 157 126 90 . 83 1,600 

Unolaeeifie d 13 7 l 4 8 33 

Oontempor.:eeri,932 173 304 144 203 1,766 

GeograJ2hY 11436 137 232 160 160 2,126 

Oitiee 669 , 67 107 64 92 989 I 
'I ,. I, 
,, 

Oountriea&Con. 664 62 116 80 59 980 

Diat.&Statea 96 7" 5 ll 8 127 

Miaoellaneoua 17 l 6 5 l 29 

Demography 1 1 225 241 666 653 480 3,264 
i 

International 468 30 66 68 49 681 I ,, 

i 
l , 

National 306 68 156 120 64 702 I , 
I,, 

' ' 
Local 255 108 354 444 327 1.488 

Presa 97 4 19 5 12 137 
r 

Inst.of H.L. 69 24 54 12 30 189 

Others 31 7 7 4 8 · 67 



Ouatoma&Oerem. 169 

House of Wor. 64 

Sacred Calend. 46 

Sacraments 17 

Others 42 

Relig. & Theol. 76 

Concepts 22 

Movements 52 

Others 2 

Literature 80 

Biblical 26 

Rabbinic 16 

Medieval 6 

Modern 33 

Others 

Languae;es 60 

• 113D .. 

TABLE X.IX•A 
lccntinued) 

97 362 

42 147 

36 116 

2 36 

18 54 

39 90 

18 14 

18 73 

3 3 

33 68 

10 21 

10 6 

2 2 

9 30 

2 10 

10 21 

422 440 1.480 

140 151 644 

91 126 412 

132 136 323 

59 28 201 

42 64 311 

10 23 87 : fl 

28 37 208 

4 4 16 

72 46 299 

31 9 97 

16 11 68 
' ' I I 

5 3 17 

20 18 110 

6 17 

·30 18 139 

ii 
11 

'' 

" II 

I I 

' ' I I 

I I 
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is still a oonsiderable amount of agreement between 

the periodioals, suffioient to justify the validity 

of our sampling. 

tl 



V - OOUCLUSIONS 

Plan of Befora we draw our final oonolusions 
Oonolusions 

from the results of this study, it 

would be well for us to review briefly the various 

items of information whioh we wish our study to 

yield us. First of all, we set out to obtain a 

quanti ta ti "V"e index of the :r.ela ti ve importano e of 

the various aspeots of Amerioan Jewish life. Nest, 

we wished to find out to what extent the traditional 

oontent of Jewish eduoation plays a part in American 

Jewish lif.e • insofar as that life is refleoted in 

ourrent Jewish periodioals. An attempt was to be 

made to use the above two items of information in 

determining the mint.mum essentials of a ourrioulum 

for Jewish aohools. And inoidentally, we wished to 

disoover to what extent newspaper and periodical 

material might be used in aotual olassroom inatruo­

tion in the Jewish aohool. As a subsidiary aim we 

set ourselves to test as many as possible of the 

prooedures used in previous studies of this kind. 

to find out how eaoh one operates in regard to the 

results whioh it yields, and to make some suggestions 

towards a uniform procedure for all suooeeding studies. 

I 
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Aspeots of Towards the end of our seoond ohapter 
Amerioan 
Jewish Life we spoke of the oaution whioh must be 

exeroised in drawing any oonolusions as to the 

relative importanoe of various subjeots from the 

amount of attention given them in our periodioals. 

We also pointed out, however, that suoh oonolusions 

were more justifiable in the Jewish field than in 

the seoular field, beoause Jewish life, insofar as 

it differs from the life surrounding it, is made 

up of just those elements whioh find their way ·into 

the press. Furthermore, sinoe in this study we 

have used not one quantitative measure but many, 

and not only quantitative measures but qualitative 

measures as well, we are in a better position to 

draw oonolusions of this sort than other investi­

gators, If .we should, then, attempt to draw suoh 

oonolusions, we should have to say that from our 

study it beoomes appareat; immediately that the 

dominant aspeots of Amerioan Jewish life are organi­

zational and what we might term "nationalistio." A 

great deal of attention is paid to the problems whioh 

oonoern the Jewish people as a whole, suoh as Anti­

Semitism and Zionism, and praotioally no attention 

at all is paid to other problems of Jewish life. 
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Similarly, the interests of the typioal Amerioan 

Jew, as seen refleoted in his newspapers, are mainly 

oentered around the organizations which serve his 

needs, and he is very little conoerned with Jewish 

life of the past, with Jewish literature, with re­

ligious dootrines or oeremonials, with any of the 

traditional content of Jewish education. 

From the standpoint of one interested in Juda­

ism and in the preservation of what have been called 

"the higher Jewish values," the pioture is indeed a 

bleak one. And yet there is a oertain foroe to the 

argument that if we are to formulate an effective 

program of Jewish eduoatiorJ. we must cease to senti­

mentalize over a traditional content which objective 

study shows to have no function in present-day Jew­

ish life, apparently having been out-grown and out­

worn, and which should therefore be disoarded. We 

must, the argument oontinues, be more realistio 

about the whole thing, adopt a more dynamio approaoh 

to Jewish life and to Jewish eduoation, and reoog­

nizing that the charaoter of Jewish life has ohanged, 

adapt our eduoational program to fit our pupils for 

active participation in that life as it is being 

lived, basing our ourrioulum on the results of auoh 
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a study as this, throwing out the traditional con­

tent almost entirely and introducing instead in­

tensive, systematio study of Jewish current events, 

modern Jewish problems, Jewish communal organization 

and institutional life. 

On the other hand. it might be argued with 

equal foroe that it is not at all the traditional 

content itself whioh is at fault, but simply the 

Amerioan Jew's woeful ignoranoe of it. We are as­

suming here that the reeul ts of a study euoh as 

this aotually do depict Amerioan Jewish life and 

not the lack of Jewish baokground of the editors 

and the uncultivated interests of the readers of 

these periodioals. It is true, of oourse, that 

this poor baokground and these uncultivated in­

terests are a part of and give a certain.character 

to the life in which they find a place, and so we 

may grant the assumption. But after all, can we 

as Jewish eduoat~re accept as the basis for the 

curriculum of our sohoola a Jewish life divorced 

from all those values which have given it its dis­

tinctive oharacter heretofore? The view that Jew­

ish group-survival needs no other justification 

than itself, that the Jew has as much right to exist 

'';11 .. _ I:'. h . . I . 
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as a separate entity in the modern world as has the 

Englishman or the Frenohman, has reoeived wide-spread 

aooeptanoe in oertain quarters. But there are others 

who hold that Jewish life oan only be meaningful in­

sofar as it serves to perpetuate oertain definite 

Jewish values. whioh are rooted in the Jewish past 
~ 

and in the Jewish oultural heritage. To forget that 

past and relinquish that heritage is nothing short 

of suioidal. It matters little that the modern 

Arnerioan Jew is oblivious of his past and heedless 

of his oultural heritage. The Jewish aohool may 

not on that aooount surrender the only oontont whioh 

oan justify its oontinued exiatenoe. It must, rather, 

redouble its efforts on behalf of that oontent, im­

prove its methods, and strive to make that oontent 

aotually funotional in the Amerioan Jewish life of 

tomorrow, if not of today. 

There is muoh to be said on either aide. If 

we are to train our ohildren for aotive, intelli­

gent partioipation in Jewish life, the ourrioulum 

of our sohools must oonoern itself definitely with 

that life, ita nature and its struoture. But if 

.that partioipation ia to have any purpose, any 

meanin~, it must be regarded as merely one small 
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part of a long ohain of development, beginning 

somewhere in the far , far distant past and ending 

only in infinity. Therefore our ourrioulum must 

likewise oonoern itself with the roots of Jewish 

life and inspiration and with outstanding move­

ments and trends. But correctly viewed, there is 

no real oontradiotion here. We must remember that 

suoh a study as this aims at the formulation of 

merely the "minimum essentials" of a ourrioulum, 

and the emphasis may well be placed upon the word 

"minimum." If we be permitted to quote our 0\1/ll 

first chapter, we said (p. 6): 

"Of oourse, no educational our1•ioulum oould 
be built upon these basio needs, - or 
'minimum essentials,' as they a=e called. 
Education must also improve upon life and 
enrich it. But a knowledge of these mini­
mum essentials is necessary for laying the 
groundwork of a satisfactory curriculum." 

In our seoond chapter (p. 38) we quoted Bobbitt as 

saying: 

"It is not certain that the items of most 
frequent mention are always the items of 
greatest importunoe. They are fairly 
oertain, however, to be important matters, 
whioh ought to be effectively taken oare 
of in the upbringing of the younger gene­
ration." 

And we also quoted Rugg (p. 39), who said: 

"This does not imply that other meaningful 

? _; : .. . -
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and needed faota should not be taught ••• 
But we are insisting that the moat fre­
quently mentioned, the most generally 
required, and the most oruoial oontent •• 
be inoluded and mastered." 

In other words, although we must base our ourrioulum 

definitely upon the present, aooording to the pio­

ture of the pres~nt which we obt~in from this and 
• other similar soientifio studies, we must also en-

rioh it with the treasures whioh we oan ca.raw out 
• 

of the vast sea of Jewish experienoe and oreativity. 

However, this enriohment, in order to have any per­

tinence and value must also be olearly oonneoted with 

the present and of use in it. The entire ourrioulum 

of our sohools, then, must be "present-motivated," 

if we may use that expression. 

The Cur­
rioulum 

It would be well for us now to o onsider 
. 

more speoifioally the nature of the our-

rioulum whioh our findings here would suggest.· First 

of all, ainoe, as we pointed out in our first ohap­

ter, eduoation is to be viewed as experienoe, and 

eduoation for Amerioan Jewish life, therefore, as 

experienoe in Jewish living, or, to put differently, 

o.a aotual partioipation in Amerioan Jewish l:lf e, 

our emphasis must shift almost oompletely from the 
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pre-adolescent child to<·the· adult_and near-adult, 

who alone· can be expected to partioipa.te--at_Jill 

fully. That is not to say that the ohild should. 

be neglected at all. As a matter of fact, we should 

start the Jewish education of our children at a much 

earlier age than we do, at the cradle, in fact, and 

we should make it a far more intensive affair than 

we do. 

The It is in the early ages that the· etroDg------
Ohild 

emotional attachments to Judaism and Jewish .. · .. 
_...,-..-.-,,,,.-· __ . ___ ,..., _______ . .-. 

things, whi:oh-e;reao~ important for the type of Jew-

ish life whioh we desire to create, must be formed. 

It is in the early years that the ohild oan be fed 

a rioh diet of Jewish legend and Jewish lore, of 

Jewish song and saying, even, perhaps, of the Hebrew 

language and of Yiddish, too. It is in these years 

that he oan well be introduced into the more color­

ful ceremonial practicea. As he grows older, he 

can be given Jewish books to read, mostly poetry 

and fiction, all attractively gotten up. He could 

become familiar in an informal way with hie people's 

early history, with some of the more suitable material 

from Bible, Talmud and later Jewish writings. The 

Jewish school couid give him, still informally, joy-
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ful oelebrations of the various holidays, speoial 

worship-servioee, with emphasis on worehip-aotivity 

rather than mere verbal prayer, always espeoially 

suited to.eaoh different age-level, and various 

oreative aotivi ties direoted along Jewish lines. 

It should afford him a ohanoe, even at this early 

stage, to develop Jewish social oontaots, to meet 

other Jewish ohildren. and enjoy prolonged oontaot 

with them. (We believe that it is right here that 

we have a large measure of prophylaxis against inter­

IOO.rriage.) But for most of this a muoh different 

sort of baokground on the part of the parents is 

needed, forming the basis of a muoh different sort 

of home environment. 

Parent We oome, then, to the oonolusion that one 
~raining 

of the first phases of an adequate Jewish 

eduoational program must be training for Jewish 

parenthood. This is not the plaoe for a detailed 

disoussion of what euoh training should entail. 

That is matter for another treatise in its elf. We 

may, however, point out that here ie an ideal plaoe 

for muoh of that traditional oontent from whioh we 

are taking the emphasis in other parts of our our­

rioulwn. In order that the parents may be able to 
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feed their ohildren on Jewish lore, they must them­

selves be aoquainted with it. In order that they 

may introduoe them into ceremonial praotioe, they 

must themselves be adept at the oonduot of these 

oeremoniala. In order that they may make Jewish 

literature available to their ohildren, they must 

themselves know something about Jewish literature. 

In order that they may give their ohildren a pride 

in their people's glorious history, they must them­

selves ba suffused with suah pride. But always the 

Jewish eduaator must be aareful that in his zeal 

for transmitting the traditional oontent he doas 

not inolude anything whiah is not of direot, present 

value and usefulness. Though his hand be dipped 

into the past, his eye must be upon the present. 

The General 
Adult Program 

Parents are not the only adults that 

we must reaah. \'le mu.at meet the 

needs of all, those in middle•life, with ohildren 

already grown, and the as yet unmarried, as also 

the early adolesaent. For all these groups the moat 

important single group of eduoational experienoes, 

in.the light of this study, are those assooiated 

with what we have oalled "Demography. '' Under this 

,· '1 ,, ' 
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heading we have olassified all those elements whioh 

make up the organized struoture of Amerioan Jewish 

life. naturally, if one is to participate aotively 

in Jewish life in Amerioa, it must be through these 

various organizations. Our eduoational program, 

then, must provide for a knowledge of these organi­

zations, their purpose, their oonstitution and their 

operation, but it must also go further and involve 

aotual partioipation in the work of these organiza­

tions. How this is to be aooomplished is not our 

oonoern, being a problem of method, not of oontent. 

We must be satisfied here to point out the need, 

without venturing any detailed proposals as to how 

that need is to be met. Of oouree, this partioipa­

tion will not be so definite and oomplete for the 

adolesoents as for the young adults, and it will 

only readh its olimax in the fully mature. Thia 

oonstitutea the main differenoe between the groups, 

but it is only~ -differenoe of degree. 

All organizations of a group represent attempts 

at solving various problems of the group, and there­

fore, olosely assooiated with partioipation in Jew­

ish organizational life must inevitably be a oonoern 

with modern Jewish problems, the oategory whioh our 
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study shows to be next important, if not even 

slightly more important. Here the various age­

groups will differ in the depth of their ooneider-

a tion of these problems and in the amount of prao­

tioal experienoe and mature thought whioh they will 

be able to bring to their disousaion. In this oon­

neotion we might point out that an opportunity is 

here afforded the wide-awake educator to bring in 

material from Jewish history and extraote from Jew­

ish literature to throw added light upon the prob­

lems, provided always that this supplementation is 

directly applioable and to the point. An attempt 

should constantly be made to keep the oonsideration 

of these problems from being merely sterile discus­

sions. Consideration of any problem should whenever 

possible (and it is always possible) lead to some_ 

sort of aotion, preferably in oonjunotion with some 

already existing agenoy in Jewish life. 

Anyone interested in Jewish problems and Jewish 

organizations oannot fail to be interested in our­

rent Jewish events and personalities, As a matter 

of fact, the study of Jewish problems and institutions 

might well start out from items of current news. Thie 

answers the question whioh we asked ourselves at the 
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outset aa to the use of newspapers and periodioala 

as olaasroom aide.· If the ourrioulum ia to be based 

on Jewish life of the present, the material in our­

rent Jewish newspapers and periodicals will always 

be pertinent and enlightening. Aa a matter of faot, 

modern Jew~h literature in general would prove more 

aignifioant and meaningful than heretofore to the 

Jewish layman, and his interest therein, as also, to 

some extent, in Jewish literature of the past, would 

be infinitely heightened. 

Customs and Although we have desoribed above the 
Ceremonies 

main constituents of an ideal ourriou-

lum (and "ourrioulum" is oonoeived of, it will be 

notioed, in no mere aoademio sense), we may add a 

word or two as to the plaoe of ouatoms end oersmoniea 

in auoh a program. We have already pointed out in 

this study that the major emphasis in Jewish life 

today appears to be away from the individualistio 

aspeota and more upon what we have previously re­

ferred to as the "nationaliatio'' or group aspeote. 

It is probable that we have here a olue as to the 

role whioh oustoma and oeremonies might play in the 

new ''ourrioulum." It used 1lD be that the ohief 
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oenter of the group life was in the home. It was 

the oooupational center and it was the reoreational, 

or social oenter. It was even the primary religious 

oenter. But changing times have changed that too. 

The Industrial Revolution took industry out of the 

home and placed it in the large store, shop or fao-
·, 

tory. And the automobile, the movies, the country 

olub and the community oentei· b,ave robbed the home 

similarly of its social function. Even the radio 

has not suooeeded in restoring the home to its pre­

eminence in this regard, except for one hour on Sun­

day evenings , when Maj or Bowes go ea on the air. And 

the home as a religious center is today also definite­

ly a thing of the past, and the churoh, temple or syna­

gogue has taken over this function in its entirety. 

A program such as we have described above in our 

paragraph on "The Child" would no doubt restore to 

the home a great deal of its former religious influ­

ence, bt1 t we must reoognize once for all that religion, 

in its more formal aspects, at least, is now no longer 

taken care of in the home and must therefore be more 

adequately treated by our religious organizations. 

Perhaps the modern Palestinian movement oan afford 

us some guidance in this direction, as in so many 
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others. There, in Falestine today, the various 

religious oeremonies and praotioes have been made 

largely communal, instead of merely family observ­

ances. \ie have done something similar in insti tut­

ing oommuni ty-Seders. \'le might well carry the idea 

much further, extending it to a great many more of 

our traditional ceremonies. These oould be prepared 

for long in advance by large groups or committees, 

who would make intensive studies of the customs and 

strive to make their observance as beautiful as 

possible and as rich as possible in Jewish spirit 

and content. 

Geography There is one more large oategory of 

subjeots iln our study whose place in the currioulum 

we have not yet mentioned, namely "Geography." 

Sinoe our people are so widely scattered over the 

whole surtace of the globe, it seemed to us impor­

tant for any real understanding of what is happen­

ing,to Jews in the many lands in which they are 

scattered to know something of these countries, 

their location, their governments, their inhabitants, 

and perhaps something of their history and their 

manners. That such knowledge is importan~ for an 
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intelligent understanding of the press (which was 

one of our aims in the formulation of a ourriculum, 

it will be remembered) this study definitely demon­

strates. It might be well, therefore, to institute 

courses in Jewish geography (that is, geography in­

sofar as it bears upon Jewish 11:fe) in our schools, 

or to indulge in frequent geographical excursions 

in the course of our other discussions and activi~ 

ties. 

Procedure And now, as we bring this study to a 

close, we wish to make a few suggestions towards 

a more uniform procedure in studies of this kind 

than has been employed heretofore. It seems to 

us that for gathering and handling the data the 

method which we used is ideal, namely the record­

ing of all information upon 3x6 cards, which are 

easily filled in, easily handled, easily classified 

and re-arranged as often as may be desired. In the 

present study, it will he seen, we have gathered 

m~ch more information than is at all valuable or 

useful, merely for the purpose of comparing the 

va1•ious methods previously used, !!!he moat valuable 

measures, we have found, are reference-words and 
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referenoe-artiolea, representing the two main trends 

whioh the resuits may take, as pointed out early in 

the preoeding ohapter. "First mentions" we found 

to be a valuable supplement to referenoe-artioles. 

Gross allusions, as Bagley pointed out, is not a 

partioularly valuable unit of measurement. Oolumn­

inohes represents another form of raferenoe-worda, 

and must be translated into that unit. Paragraphs, 

like Gross allusions, adds little or nothing. Topios, 

too, has little meaning. Book-pages would fall in-

to the same olass as Oolumn-inohes. Our study, being 

based on the periodioals for only one year, oould not 

yield us any information as to the measure Periodiaal~ 

years, used by Washburne. Our ovm Index of Persistenoy 

was, as we pointed out, of little value, although no 

doubt, if enough years and enough issues were involved, 

it would prove of oonsiderable value in supplementing 

the other information. The same is ·i;rue of the Range 

of Years and the Number of Issues, all of them being 

related. This study has definitely shown the value· 

of analyses as to Function, Treatment and Content 

(ohiefly what we have oail.led "Conneotions") in the 
. . 

interpretation of the results. This information is 

easy to obtain and record, onoe a definite system, 
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suoh as ours, has -been worked out for it. and also 

aots in oertain oases as a means of oheoking the 

acouraoy of the work. In this oonneotion. we should 

also recommend oheoking aoouraoy by a simple pro­

oedure_ suoh as we used (see pages 67-59 inolusive). 

The spli t-halvea test of reliability might also 

well be applied in all future studies. And we must 

r•1-emphasize the need for obtaining aa representati'ge 

and "unseleoted" a sampling ae possible. 

Epilogue In submitting this study the author 

realizes that there is still muoh work that oan 

be done along this and olosely related lines, whioh 

he has not even attempted to do. For one thing, 

the number of periodioals studied oould be mu.oh 

enlarged and more issues of eaoh taken from a muoh 

longer period of time. Yiddish and other Jewish 

foreign-language publioations in Amerioa might also 

be included, al though they were definitely exoluded 

from the limits of the present study at the very 

beginning, They might, however, afford some inter­

esting and valuable comparisons. Certain non-Jewish 

publications might also be studied in regard to the 

material about Jews appearing in them and this infor-
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mation too used for purposes of oomparison. The· 

author did prooure an alphabetioal index to the 

oontents of Time Magazine for the period oovered 

in this study, as also one of the Literary Digest. 

However,. the magnitude of th~- task prevented his · 

inoluding them. The Readers' Guide to Periodioal 

Literature and the~ York Times Index might be 

oombined with the above two in one study. Monthly 

magazines of Jewish interest and the· publioations 

of Jewiah professional and spaoial-intereat groups 

and other Jewish organizations might likewise be 

studied. A similar analysis of Jewish publications 

in foreign lands might also prove fruitful. Finally, 

it might be profitable to analyze by a similar method 

the various textbooks available for Jewish religious 

sohool use and compare those results with these other 

results. 

i1he author hopes that this study will be aooorded 

the serious attention of all those intei•es·ted- in the 

. oauae of Jewish education, not for his sake, but for 

the sake of a better, fuller, rioher and more satis­

fying Jewish life. 
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