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Introduction 

The purpose of this thesis is to examine some of the 

major Midrashic material on Jaco~ ' s blessings in Genesis 49 . 

The Midrashic material is herein compared and conti-asted 

and an attempt has been made to establ ish any possible 

connection between the collections. 

The Midrashi c compilations from which this material has 

been culled are: Genesi5 Rabbah, a Classical Ar:loraic Mi drash 

of the earl y period (400-500 C.E.); Mi dr ash Tanhuraa, a Collec

tion of the .nirldle period (775-900 C.E.); Yalkut Shi~oni, t he 

best-1:nown and :nost comprehensive o f ~iidrashic antholo~i..es 

of the period around 1200-1300 ; and :•iidrc1sh 1-la r;adol a 13t ~ 

century work on the Pentateuch . Ya l kut Shinon er.mnatcs fro::i 

the European Jewish co.n11unity , bein~ attributed to Simeon 

ha-Darshan o f Frc::nkfort . }:idrash Ha;i;cldol ori,-:inates in 

Yemen and is be l ieved to have been compiled by one David b . 

Amram Adani. 

The versions of the collections which have been used are: 

Midrash R.abbah by Mirkin and The Midr ash trans l ated by Freed

man and published by The Soncino Press for Genesis Rabbah, 

the vocalized :-tidrash Tanh1.1;.ia published by Eshkol in Jerusalem, 

the Yalkut Shimoni put out by Hosad Ha-Rav, Kook in Jerusalem, 

and the Midrash Ha~adol also published by Mosad Ha Rav Kook . 

For the purposes of consistency, a 11 o f the Biblica 1 verses 

which are translated are taken from the 1917 Jewish Publication 

■ 
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Society of America's translation ~f The Holy Bible. Althou~h 

a more modern t ranslation would have been preferable, this is 

the only complete Jewish transla tion available at this time. 

• 
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The Biblical Text treated in this study: -

Gen~s :ts 49:1-28 
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Genesis 49:1-2~ 

"And Jacob called unto his sons, and said: 'Gather 

yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall 

befall you in the end of days. 

' Assemble yourselves , and hear, ye sons of Jacob; 

And hearken unto Israel your father . 

Reuben, thou art my first born, 

My mi~ht, and the first - fruits of my strength; 

viii 

The excellency of di~nity, and the excellency of power. 

Unstable as water , have not thou the excellency; 

Because thou wentest up to thy father 's bed; 

Then defiledst thou it -- he went up to my couch. 

Simeon and Levi are brethren; 

Weapons of violence t heir k inship. 

Let my soul no t cowe into their council; 

Un~o t heir a ssembl y le t my ~lory not be united; 

For in their anger they slew men, 

Anrl in their self-will t hey hou1hed oxen. 

Cursed be t ~1eir an~er, for it was fierce. 

And their wrath , for it was cruel; 

I will divide them in Jacob , 

And scatter them in Israel. 

Judah, thee shall thy brethren praise; 

Thy hand shall be on the neck of thine enemies; 



Thy father's sons s ha 11 bow dO\-m be fore thee . 

Judah is a lion's whelp; 

From the prey, my son, thou art gone up • 
. 

He stooped down , he couched as a lion, 

And as a lioness ; who shall rouse him up? 

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 

Nor the ruler's staff from between his t E:et, 

As lon~ as men come to Shil oh; 

And unto him s hall the obedience o f t he peoples be. 

Binding his foal unto the vine, 

And his ass's colt unto the choice vine; 

He washeth his ~arments in wine, 

And his vesture in the bl ood o f ~rapes; 

His eyes shall be r ed with wine, 

And his t eeth white with milk. 

Zebulun shall dwell at the shore of the sea , 

And he s hall be a shore for ships, 

And his f l ank s hall be upon Zidon . 

lssachar is a l an~e- boned ass, 

Couchin3 dm-m between the sheep-folds. 

For he saw a resting- place that it was good, 

And the land that it was pleasant; 

And he bowed his shoul der to bear , 

And became a servant under task-work. 

ix 



Dan sha 11 judr,e his people, 

As one of the tribes of Israel . 

Dan sha l l be a serpent in the way, 

A horned snake in the path, 

That biteth the horse's heel s, 

So th<'tt his rider falleth backward . 

1 wait for Thy sa lvation , 0 Lord . 

Gad, a troop shall troop upon him; 

But he sha l l troop upon t heir heel . 

As for Asher , his bread shall be fat , 

And he sha l l yield royal dainties. 

Naphta li is a hind let l oose : 

He giveth nood l y words . 

Joseph is a fruitful vine , 

A fruitfu l vine by a fountain ; 

I ts branches run over the wall. 

The archers have dealt bitterl y 

An<l shot at him , and hated him; 

But his bow abode finn , 

And the a rms 0£ his hands \1ere 

By the hands of the }a ghty O:ie 

wi t h him, 

made supple, 

of Jacob , 

From t hence, from the shep1-.erd , the Stone of. Israe 1, 

Even by the God of thy father , who s hall help thee , 

X 



And by the Almiehty, who shall bless thee, 

With blessin~s of heaven above, 

Blessin~s of the deep that coucheth beneath, 

Blessin~s of the breasts , and of the womb . 

The blessin3s of thy father 

Are mighty beyond the blessin~s of my pro:;enitors. 

Unto the utmost bound of the everl astin~ hills; 

They shall be on the head of Joseph, 

And on the crown of the head of the prince among his 

hrethren . 

Benjamin is a wolf that raventh ; 

In the mornin~ he devoureth the prey, 

And at even he divideth the spoil . ' 

xi 

All these are the Dvelve tribes of Israel, an<l this is 

it t hat their fa ther spoke unto them and blessed ther:i; every 

one accordin~ to hi s bl essin~ be blessed t hem .'' 
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Chapter I 

"A Breakdown of General Tendencies in t he Collections" 

The purpose of this chapter is to record the general 

tendencies of the four Midrashic collections -- Genesis 

Rabbah, Midrash Tanhuma, Midrash Hagadol and Yalkut Shimoni . 

This will serve as a foundation for the more specific com

parison which will appear in the chapters to follow. 

Genesis 49: l and 2 

.., )!k·; 1 

(c;, j' ~ -: .., € (C: ..P l~ 

r 
u ( <.. 

Genesis 49:l and 2 
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And Jacob called unto his sons , and said: •~ather your

selves to~e ther, that I may tell you that which shall befall 

you in the end of days . 

Assemble yourse l ves , and hear, ye sons o f Jacob; 

And hearken unto Israel your father . '' 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midras,h Tanhuma 

Midrash Ha gadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Midrash Ha gadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Ha~aclol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Jacob is portrayed as 

re.Ady to reveal the 

secrets of "the end of 

days" to his sons. 

2 

Isaac lose s the revela

tion -- so his son 

Jacob. 

Daniel loses revelation 

in much the same way as 

Jacob did. 

Jacob fears some unworthi

ness amon P, his offspring . 

They reassure him of their 

faithfulness to God with 

the words of the,-r )I e, ,· --
They believe in the One 

God as he does. -- Jacob 

responds by whisperin~, 

·1J' L:, ~-~ ~ \ j:) ~ P { J •h '? ,. 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shirnoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ha '?adol 

3 

Jacob is compared to the 

faithful serv8nt of a 

King. On his death-bed 

the servant addressinP, 

his sons wish~s to ~ive 

them the information 

necessary to set them

selves free. At that 

moment the Kin~ appears. 

The servant then instructs 

his sons to be loyal to 

the Kin~ an<l serve him 

faithfully as did their 

father all the days of 

his life. 

Come to~ether from E~ypt 

and gather yourselves to 

Ramses. 

Come together from the 10 

tribes and ~a ther around 

Judah and Benjamin (to 

become accustomed to 

honorin~ them) . 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhurna 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Ha~adol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Gene-sis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

That they were to be 

exiled twice . 1 

? 
Purify yours elves , ~ 

4 

Gather to~ether and ~usrd 

a gainst dissension . 

Be as one people in ~11 

.. d 3 matters, uni.te • 

Jacob appointed elders 

4 
from the tribes. 

Form yourselves into 
5 

bands to study. 



Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

5 

It should h~ve been Esau, 

not Jacob callin~ to his 

sons -- for he was the 

older of the two. How-

ever, Esau be~ng unsettled 

and a wanden~r cli d not 

make a will, Jacob "the 

tent dweller" did. 

R. Judah: 

He called to God to be 

with his sons . 

R. Pinhas: 

He invited God on behalf 

of his sons. 

R. Abun: 

He appointed God as a 

guardian for his sons. 

The Rabbis speal~ of various 

periods in Jewish history 

when the people took on 

additional obli~ations. 
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Midrash Tanhuma 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ha~aclol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah 

6 

Jacob did so here in not 

revealing "the end" to his 

sons. 

Jacob distributed honors to 

each of his sons. God f emon

strated His a~reement with 

Jac ob 's comments by causin~ 

Moses t o b les s t he tribes 

with similar blessin~s. 

Th~ fall of Go~ (Edom). 

The rebuildin~ of the Te~ple . 

The Messianic coming . 

The tribes were scattered 

and an an~el descended and 

assembled them. 
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Genesis Rabbah R. Judan: 

Hearken to Israel your 

father . 

Israel, your father, is 

7 

as a ~od -- As God creates 

worlds so does Jacob, as 

He distributes worlds so 

does Jacob. 

Genesis 49: 3 and 4 

~ 'tit ~" :Q k ~ ( '0' 2> r;;v:, '~ 
' 

t !J! ,_]'I/ 
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Genesis 49 : 3 and 4 

Reuben, thou art my first-born, 

':'-=> -:-;:, f ?•ffc ! 
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My mi~ht, and the first -- fruits of my stren~th; 

The excellency of di~nity, and the excellency of power. 

Unstable as water, have not thou the excellency ; 

Because thou wentest up to thy f~ther's bed; 

Then defiledest thou it -- he went up to my couch. 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhu.-na 

Midrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Midrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Midrash HaP,adol 

Jacob compares Reuben to 

Essau, and praises Reuben 

for bein~ better. 

Reuben campared to Jacob 

does not live up to his 

father's example of the 

proper first-born. 

Reuben was f irst ~eneal

o~ica lly, fir s t for 

inheritance, first for 

exile, first for cities 

of refu~e • 

7 
Mi~hty warriors in battle. 

Reuben -- the be~inning 

of my stren~th and my 
8 

grief. 

Literal interpretation. 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Hidrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midr<1sh Hav,adol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ha~adol 

r-1idrash lta~adol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

9 

These words refer to the 

birthright, the priest

hood and the monarchy, 
9 

all of which were Reuben's. 

The birthri~ht was ~iven 

over to Joseph, the priest

hood to Levi and the 

monarchy to Judah . 

The birthri~ht was bein~ 

returned to its ri~hrful 

owner, J oseph, whose 

mother, Rachel should 

have been Jacob 's first 

wi fe. 

Reuben was to be first in 

all things and all 

first fruits and f irst 

born animals were to be 

his. These he l ost when 

he lost his prime position. 

-
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Yalkut" Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

(Attributed to 
R. Eliezer) 

Midrash Tanhurna 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Mi<lrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

10 

_A /cf!. = inheritance 

j J-' = strength 

_jflr) as an al:breviation: 

You hastened, you sinned, 

you committed adultery. 

R. Joshua: 

You broke off the yoke, 

you defiled my bed, your 

passion stirred within you. 

R. Eliezer b. Jacob: 

You trampled upon the la~, 

you forfeited the birth

right . You became a 

stranger. 

R. Eleazar of ModUm: 

You did recoil, you 

trembled, the sin has 

flown from your head. 
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Genesis Rabbcih 

Midrash Tanhuma 

(attributed to 

R. Joshua) 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

You were reckless, you 

removed the yoke from 

your neck, you were 

moved by sin. 

11 

R. Judah turns Lhe word 

around: 

You perspired, you were 

troubled, your sin burst 

forth.lo 

Comments a ppea~ in 
n\ ~ · 1 - 5 ': ~ I ,,1 1 c 

Reuben was likened to 

water -- his privile~es 

were poured away. 

You hRve sinned throu~h 

water (semen) so let the 

one who was drawn from 

the water (Moses) save 

you. 



Midrash Tanhuma 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Midrash Hagadol 

Reuben is compared to 

a vessel filled with 

12 

water which , when broken, 

has nothing left in it . 

R. Eleazar of Modiin: 

Nothin~ of your sin shall 
11 

remain. 

Reuben is likene d to a 

ve~ scl filled with water 

which breaks and is left 

empty. You were worthy 

of the birthri~ht, the 

monarchy and the priest

hood, but you were broken 

and lost them. 

R. Eliezer and R. Joshua: 

Nothing has been left for 

12 
you. 



Genesis Rabbah 

(Attributed to R. 
Abbahu or R. 
Jacob in the name 
of R. Hiyya the 
Elder and R. 
Joshua b. Levi 
in the name of 
R. Simeon B. 
Yohai) 

Midrash Ha ~ndol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ha~adol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

13 

Reuben's proclamation on 

Mt. Ebal (in Deut.) would 

vindicate him from the 

alleged guilt all uded to 

by this statement. - One 

who is s us picious can 

never act as a j ud~e in 

a case similar to his own. 

Reuben 's actions were to 

vindicate his mother's 

humiliation. 

Reference to the story 

earlier in Genesis of 

Reuben ~oing out and 

bringin~ hack mandrakes . 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midra~h Hagadol 

Genes is 49 :S - 7 

14 

Reuben will be healed 

13 
with the coming of Moses. 

Eleazar of Modiin: Jacob 

said his couch was raised 

by mandrakes. 

(Reuben's gift) 

C 1, n 
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Genes i s 49:5 - 7 

Simeon and Levi a re brethren; 

Weapons of violence their kinship. 

Let my soul not come into their council; 

Unto their assembly let my ~lory not be united; 

For in their anger they slew men, 

And in their self-will they boughed oxen . 

Cursed be their an~er, for it was fierce, 

And their wrath, for it was cruel; 

I will divide them in Jacob , 

And scatter them in Israel. 

15 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Ha~adol 

Brothers to Dinah, but 

not to Joseph . 

Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Brothers (partners) in 

degradation. 

Brothers (partners) in 

ideas about Shechem and 

Joseph . 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrasb Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ta.1huma 

Midrash Ha~adol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Ha~adol 

16 

The tools in your hands 

were stolen.-- They are 

fit for Esau who sol d 

his birthri~ht. 

From the Greek root. 

14 
Their dwe llin~ places, 

The sell in~ of Joseph . 15 

Allude to the Zimri -

Cozbi incident in 

Numbers 25 . 
lf, 
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Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Yall<.u t Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

17 

Jacob asks for mercy -

he should not be thought 

of as one of them. 

17 These are the spies. 

Allude to the Korah 

rebellion. 18 

My name should be reca lled, 

says Jacob, when the 

Levites take their sta

tions to chant in t he 

sanctuary. 

This refers to Ha:uor 

the father of Shachem. 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midra sh Ha ~adol 

(Iss: b. Judah) 

Genesis Rabbah 

l fl 

They slew more than one 

man, bu t they were thought 

of as one man . 

== a wall, they 

razed the wall of proselytes, 

destroyed their confidence, 

by destroyin~ Schechem. 

Anima ls be l onP,ing to the 

nations. 

Joseph19 

He cursed their anger 

rather than them, for it 

was their anger which 

caused them to do that 

which they did. 

R. Judah b. Simon - uses 

the same idea as above 

with a dif Eerent bounty . 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ha~adol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhu:na 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

19 

R. Huna and R. Azarieh 

in the name of R. J ohanan : 

Made hot - tempered lepers 

20 numerous among them . 

R. Hul ia and R. Ezrikan 

in name of R. Johanan: 

An~er brings a man low. 

"Those who dribble on 

themselves are an~ry." 

Levi 

24,000 fell in the Zimri 

incident; their widows 

were parcell ed out --

2,000 to each tribe. 

All who ~o from door to 

door are from Simeon. 

Levi does not beg , he 

is r, iven his 1'c lean 

morsel . " 
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Midrash Hagadol 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimon! 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagedol 

20 

Simeon 

The majority of Simeon 

was poor. 

From Simeon came the scribes 

in the synagogues, the stu

dents and teachers of the 

Mishnah, and from Levi, 

those who cngage<l in the 

Study of Torah. -- These 

were scattered as a result 

of their prof essions. 

When they saw J acob chiding 

them, the sons fled 

he called them back and 

beP,an to bless them. 
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Genesis 49:8 - 12 
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Genesis 49 : R - 12 

Judah, t hee shall t hy brethren praise; 

Thy hand shall be on the neck of t hine enemies; 

Thy father's sons shall bow down before thee . 

Judah is a l ion ' s whelp ; 

From the prey, my son, thou art ~one up. 

He stooped down, he couched as a l ion , 

And as a lioness; who s ha ll rouse him up? 

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 

Nor the ruler's staff f rom between his feet, 

As l on~ as men come to Shi loh; 

And unto him shall the obedience of the people be . 

Binding his foa l unto the vine, 

And his ass ' s colt unto the c hoice vine; 
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He washeth his ~arments in wine, 

And his vesture in the blood of grapes; 

~is eyes shall be red with wine, 

And his teeth white with milk. 

,} .f' le '1j ~ ) ?) I 
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Genesis Rabbah 
(Attributed to R. 
Simeon b. Yohai) 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Yalku t Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

They will all be called 

by your name. 21 

Because Judah acted worth• 

ily by saving Tamar and 

her two sons, and Joseph, 

the brothers will praise 

him and be called by his 

22 
name. 

You confessed in the 

Tamar incident. 23 



Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

23 

The mother of the priest-

hood, Elisheva came from 

Judah, as did Nehshon b. 

Aminadab, the chief of 

princes, and Caleb, and 

Othniel, and Boaz, and 

David and Solomon, and 

Jehosophat, and Jotham, 

and Hezekiah, and Josiah, 

and Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael , Azariah, and 

Zerubabel B. Shealtiel 

and 'Messiah. 

Play on Judah's birt h 

as fourth - -

·~ fourth letter, 

fourth day the lu~inaries 

were created parallel to 

Messiah, four of his seed 

were saved, fourth letter 

is the beginnin~ and end 

of ••• and 

6 righteous men decended 

from him. 

-



Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hagadol 

24 

Your brothers praise you, 

your mother praised you, 

and I praise you. 

Judah was first in journeys, 

first in standards, first 

in inheritance, and re

ceived a larger portion 

24 
than the others. 

Whoever conf.esses misdeeds 

will merit the world to 

cor.,e . (Goe! and Cain exchange 

regarding Repentance.) 25 

Your brothers will acknowl-

edge you as Kin~ over them. 

R. Pinhas: You are l ike 

your name. 

Such was the thanks of your 

mother. 

The praise is found in 

your tribe. 

Mercy is close to them. 26 



Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Habbah 

Ya l kut Shi:.1oni 

25 

Judah caused Reuben to 

27 
confess. 

Alludes to Davidic dynasty. 

Judah will rule over his 

brothers in this world 
29 

and world to come. 

David succeeds in scaring 

off his enemies -- not 

Joshia, for it was Judah's 

paternal blessinP, and 

David w.as a descendant of 

Judah . 

As you sinned (hardened 

your neck) once and con

fessed (humiliated your

self) your guilt, so will 

you be privile~ed to slay 

your enemies with weapons 

which strike a P,ainst the 

neck and speed off (bow 

and arrow) . 
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Midras.h Tanhuma 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tc>nhurna 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hagadol 

26 

This refers to David. 

Because Jacob had four 

wives -- as compared to 

Isaac who had only one. 

The stren~th of a lion 

and the nerve of a whelp . 

This alludes to the Messiah 

who comes fro~ two tribes, 

the father from Judah and 

the mother from Dan -

both tribes havin~ been 

compared to lions. 

You raised yourself from 

the prey of Ta~ar -- savin~ 

her and her two sons from 

fire -- and from Joseph who 

you took out of the pit. 

As you saved 3 from fire and 
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Genesis Rabbah 

27 

one from the pit. so 1 

will do for your descend

ants, says God. 

You are exonerated from 

the sin of throwing 

Joseph in the pit. 

From Perez to David 

"he crouches and lies 

down like ct l ion" From 

David to Zedeki.;h ' 'like 

the king of beasts who 

dare rouse him?" 

From Perez to Zedekiah 

"he crouches and lies 

down like a lion" From 

Zedekiah to MessiAh "like 

the king o f beasts who 

dare rouse him?" 

In this world ''he crouches 

and lies down like a lion." 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ha gadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Mi<lrash Ha gadol 

28 

In t he messiani c era -

"like the kine; of beasts 

who dare rouse him?" --

until all the enemies 

are no more . 

Refers to the Exilarchs 

of Babylonia who ruled 

with a scepter. 

Alludes to Sanhedrin 

~hich strikes and punishes . 

The sea t o f the monarchy . 

Allusion to the Messiah 

who will chastise the 

State with a Staff. 

The government. 

The heads of the Yeshivot 

and the Sanhedr i n in 

Palestine. 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genes i s R8bbah 

Mirdrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shir:.oni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ha gadol 

Hille l 's children who 

teach Torah in public . 

The t wo secretaries of 

29 

t he judP,eS who stand to 

the l eft and to the ri~ht. 

Messianic a llusion . 

Alludes to the i nhabi tants 

of J abez, the Tivathi tes, 

the Shimeathitcs and the 

Suc8thites who gave l e ~a l 

rulings in t he Great 

Sanhedrin which met in 

Judah. 

Patria rchs of the House 

of R. Judah the Prince. 

Prophet/ Scribe 

' 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

30 

He whose Kingdom it will 

30 
be (MessiRh) . 

Debate question -- from 

whom was Hillel descended. 

All nations will bring 

gift to the Messiah. 

(Transposition of 

'e [~1• ~ ..,1 \) ' C Id?' 

The Messianic King . 

- a discussion of the 

) 

names from the various 

schools 

- discussion of the comin~ 

of the Messiah 

- Nations des tined t o 

bring offerin~s to 

Israel and the Messiah. 

I 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Ha!;adol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midraoh Tanhuma 

Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimon 

Mi drnsh Tanhuma 

Micl rash Hagadol 

Midrash H.?.~adol 

:n 

Will set the teeth of the 

nations on edge and they wil l 

31 
be subservient to him . 

The homage of the people 

shall be his. 

To him WI om the people 

gather around will homage 

be paid. 

Alludes to Jerusale:n,, 

which will set t he teeth 

o f the nations on edge. 

)9t = Israe l 

,:;y-.,1 t = Zion, City of 

David . 
32 

He will put prohibitions on 

33 I s rael. In the future one 

vine wi ll lift the l oad of 

an ass. 

' 
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Ya l kut Shimoni 

Genes is Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hagadol 

Midrash Hagadol 

32 

. 34 Allusion to the Tabernacle . 

Dream interpretation re: 

child birth. 

An ass t ied t o a vine 

improves yiel d . 

Cod bound to Israel 

a lludes to the city which 

He chose . 

Allusion to he who will 
35 

gather a l l of Israel to~ether . 

36 
Israel described as such . 

One c l uster destined t o 

lift the burden of an ass ' 

foa l. Allusion to Sol omon ' s 

Temple with its many open-

37 
ings . 

• 
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Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Genesis Rabbah 

38 
Messianic hope . 

Lowly and riding upon 

an ass . 

33 

He who plants Israel as 
39 

a choice vine . 

Morally stron~ sons wi ll 

. f h. 40 spring rom im. 

God said, "1 am bound to 

Israel, and when Mess 'ici h 

comes it wi ll be evident . " 

Speaks about wine - 

perhaps alludin-; to Torah. 

From an abundance of wine. 

Messiah will compose for 
t, 1 

them words of Torah. 

• 
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Midrash Hagadol 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ha~adol 

They will be dec lared 

pure by bringing 

if
• 42 

sacr 1.ces . 

34 

Will c lari fy the law for 

t:1em Wine press wil 1 be 

f illed . 

White wine . 

Red wine. 

He will repair their 

. 43 
mi.stakes . 

R. Hanin: 

Israel does not need 

Mess iah; the nations do. 

Israel only needs him to 

return t he exiles . 

I 



Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesj_s Rabbah 

, Midrash Hagadol 

35 

Elaborates on above with 

interpretation of quote 

from Zechariah. 

He will explain things 

which were previously 

misunderstood. 

The children of the South 

whose eyes are blue and 

whose palates are ~ood 

for Torah study. 

Wine will be abundant in 

his territory. 

All who tnste it will 

desi re 5.t .( { - 'i ) 
As milk is to a baby, so 

wine i s for an adult . 

I 
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Midrash Tanhurna 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Haga<lol 

36 

= Torah - The Torah 

abounded by him -- allow 

me to taste from Wine of 

Torah -- whiteness of teeth 

will come . 

R. Azariah , R. Jonathan 

b . Ha~gai , R. Isaac 

b. Merian -- others say in 

the name of R. Jose b. Hanina : 

The majority of t he Sanhe~rin 

was f rom Judah. -- They wou l d 

sit and discuss Torah (wine) 

with their teeth until the 

law was brou~ht forth as 

white as milk . 

The Sanhedrin who sets and 

or ders the words of the 

Torah like t eeth, until 

they are as clear as mil k 

is white. 
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Genesis 49 :13 - 15 
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Genesis 49:13 - 15 

Zebulun shall dwell at t he shore of the sea, 

And he sha 11 be a shore for ships, 

And his.flank shall be upon Zidon. 

Issachar is a l c1 r ~c - boned ass , 

Couchin~ down between the sheepfol ds . 

For he snw a restin~- place that it was good, 

And the l and that it was pleasant; 

And he bowed his s houlder to bear , 

And became a servant under taskwork. 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Genesis Rabbah 

38 

Zebulun precedes Issachnr 

because Zebulun dealt in 

practicality and Issachar 

in the Torah. They made 

a partnership so that 

Zebulun's business was 

f or Issachar too -- and 

Moses blessed them thus. 

If it weren't for Zebulun, 

Issachar could not study. 

Why hless Zebulun first? 

Because the Temple would 

be destroyed and Jacob had 

a vision of the Sanhedrin 

bein~ moved from Judah and 

seated i n Zebulun's portion. 

Traces the movereent o f the 

Sanhedrin. 

R. Johanan: 

Messianic- er,e - Nations will 

receive retribution, ~i ~h:

eous will have limit set 

44 
to suffering . 



s ~ l _}1 JI I I 
\ ' ) 1 • .:3 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Mi<lrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Ha ~adol 

He will deal with 

practical matters. 

39 

Judges 5:18 - he puts his 

life in jeopardy unto 

death - and will always 

be victorious . 

Comparison of Zcbulun -

worm from which blue dye 

comes . 

-= white ~lass. 

Discussion of Kitron and 

Sepphoris -- and the 

name ' , I 0 ·3 • 

Discussion of the ori~in 

45 
of the prophet Jonah. 

'~his completes the bles~ 

ings of Judah and Zebulun. 11 

Gave himself over to the 

words of the Torah as a 

loaded-down donkey. 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genes is Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis Rabba 

4 6 
An ass caused him. 

40 

An ass breaks the bone of 

the skeleton, so does 

Issachar break Israel in 

halachah (has undisputed 

supremacy). 

47 
He produced 200 Sanhedrin. 

As bones of an ass is visible 

so Issach~r's learnin~ is 

clear . Allusion to his 

t erritory ( ~eo~raphy). 

Fn1its were of large size 

• 48 caus1n~ converts. 

R. Judah b . Simion in the 

nar.1e of R. Aha : He was an 

ass for proselytes brin~ing 

them in. 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hagadol 

Ya lkut Shi:noni 

41 

Zebulun brings r,oods in 

on boats, while Issachar 

does so on an ass . 

Zeb ulun brings ~oods in 

on boats . 

He was stringent in issues 

49 
of the Torah. 

He bows beneath the Torah 

and does not en~age in 

business. 

Stron~ and powerful boned . 

Had stren~th to delve into 

Torah more than his 

brothers. 

Moses b lesses Zebulun fruit 

for Issa char could not 

study Torah without Zebulun's 

support . Issachar was t he 

ninth tribe, but he comes 

second to the kin~ bec~use 

of his Torah. 
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Midrash Ha.s;adol 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Genes is Rabbah 

Midras h Hai;adol 

Genesis Rabbah 

1-ti drash Tanhuma 

Midrash Ha r;adol 

47. 

"Happy are the rir;hteous 

and ha ppy their neighbors." 

Judah and Issachar and 

Zebulun close to Moses 

and Aaron and they become 

great in Torah. 

He would spread Torah 

~mong the students. 

Two rows of disciples 

The Sanhedrin . 

Quotes Mishnah Sanhedrin -

Three rows of lea rned nc11. 

Passa~e comp8red to the 

Torah parallelin~ verses 

• p b 50 1.n rovers. 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Har,adol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

43 

200 heads of the Sanhedrin 

which lssachar set up. 

(based on I. Chronicles 12:33) 

Comp~rison o f Issachar 

and Barak whom the people 

follow - - Issachar in 

matters of halachah --

Break into battle. 
51 

Greatness of Issachar came 

from Zebulun who en~aged 

in commerce and supported 

him. Therefore Moses place d 

Zebulun before I ssachar 

when he blessed them. 

R. Eleazar and R. Samuel 

b. Nahman -- Dispute status 

of t he r emnants of original 

inhabitants of Issachar 1 s 

territory . 
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Midrash Ta nhum.a 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis 49: l h - l R 

44 

0 N = :;) , '-" - sought 

to correc t the mistakes of 

others i n the Torah. 

ON =- ha l achah 

All t he tribes consulted 

him . 
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Genesis 49:lri • 18 

Dan shall jud~e his people, 

As one o f the tribes of Israel. 

Dan shall be a serpent in the way, 

A homed snake in the path, 

That biteth the horse's heel s, 

So that his rider fa lleth backward . 

I wait for Thy sa£.•,ation, 0 Lord. 

I Ntr \ l ~' , q 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hagacol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ha~adol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Like Judah , unique among 

the tribes. 

Like t he Unique One of the 

Universe who needs no help 

in battle -- So was Sumson 

who descended from 08n . 

Interpreta tion of passa~es 

from Jud~es r e ~ardin~ 

Samson. 

As the most distin~uished 

of tribes. 



Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Ra.bbah 

Nidrash Tanhuraa 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rahbah 

Midn1s h Tan1mroa 

Midrash Ha~adol 

46 

R. Joshua B. Nehemiah: 

Had he not been paired with 

the most distin~uished of 

tribes (Judah, from which 

Samson' s mother stemt11ed), 

he would not have produced 

even on Judge . 

R. Johanan: Samson judged 

I s rael as t heir Fa t her in 

Heaven would . 

All ani~a l s ~o in pa i r s, 

snakes ~o a lone ; so Samson 

ne eded no assista nce . 

Just as serpents are 

52 vengeful so was Samson. 
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Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

47 

Just as the snake i s 

found ~mong women, so 

Samson -- leads to a dis

cussion ahout forbidden 

women/forbidden marriages. 

Jus t as a snake was bound 

53 
by a curse, so Samson. 

Just as a snake has power 

i h d . h S 54 in ts e a , so wit amson. 

Just as a snake's poison 

permeates after death, so 

with Samson. 55 

Alludes to Samson who 

Jacob saw standin.~ betwe en 

the two pillars -- J a c ob 

prayed to God to endow him 

with stren~th. 

Just a s snake 's eyelids 

quiver a fter death, so 

Samson quivered. 
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Midrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

(Attributed to 
Johanan) 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ras.1dol 

Genesis Rabba.h 

Genes is Rabbah 

Midra sh Hagadol 

R. 

48 

Samson was lame in both 

legs, Balaam was l ame in 

Sn one. 

Quotes Judge. l n:25 -

comparin~ Samson t o a 
57 

horse -- an object of sport . 

Quotes Judge . 15 : 15 -

interprets an ass p~c~nt 

i h . . 58 
wt t1.vins . 

Interpretation of Judge . 

15 : 18 on Samson ' s thirst.
59 

They rolled away f rom him 

(Samson) after fall in~ 

d d fiO 
ea • 

Jacob saw Samson, and t hink

ing he was t he Hessi.;ih, 

• 



Cenc>sis Rahba h 

Genesi s ~9 :19 

Genesis ~9 :19 

49 

when he saw what happened 

to Samson in the end, he 

said this. 

R. Isaac: -

Everything is in the wait

ing; troubles, judgement 

of the Lord, Sanctifica

tion of God's name, the 

worthiness of fore fathers, 

longing for world to come, 

61 mercy, pctrdon. 

He won't bring recl~~ptio~ 

(Samson) but one from Gad 

will. 

·IJ?.·lt ~ 
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Gad , a troop shall troop upon him; 

Bue he shall troop upon their heel. 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah 

50 

At the time that all Israel 

will be conquering and 

dividing the land, Reuben 

and Gad will be there too.62 

- Comments on this period -

Saying they were saved on 

the mer; t of Jacob's bless

ings . 

Elijah who comes in the 

end comes from him. - He 

will come to raid the 

foundations of the nations . 

An army will come to despoil 

them , but they will despoil 

the army. 

When they went out to 

battle they conquered and 

slew their adversaries 

63 (Deut. 33:20) 
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Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midr ash Ha~adol 
(With quote from 
Mishnah) 

Genesis Rabbah 

Ya lkut Sh i moni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Mi drash Hagzdol 

51 

His daughters are pr etty 

and f it for Kings.65 

His l and abounds in oils 

and the like in which 

Ki n ~s de light. 

He suppli ed the oil for 

anoint i ns . 

His l ~nd and br eod are 

rich -- a nd he s ha ll pro

duce wearer s of the ei~ht 
,<. 

pries tly garmen t s . 

Thi s is t he Omer and the 

~~o br eads f rom Asher 

whose f ruit ripen early. 

.., 



Genesis 49: 21 

- '1 N le . . ~ ' 

Genesis 49:21 

Naphtali is a hind let loose; 

He giveth goodly words. 

";) ', I(_ ,:;J' 1-;) J 
- • ., ,: I< I J,j ;) " r{ (. 

'7 'o) e. 
Genesi s Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Ha~adol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ha~adol 

52 

The valley of Genossar 

whose fruits ripen early 

and t he fruit i s fat and 

easy to eat as hind's mc8t . 

Naphtali ran back to E~ypt 

t o bring t he title deeds 

of the Cave o f Machpel oh 

to show Esau. - - The 

sto1,· of Hashim the son of 

Dan who killed Esau. 

The vengeance of Jacob . 



Genes i s Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis n.abbc?h 

Genes is Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

53 

Naphtali r an to Egypt to 

bring the deed for t he 

Cave of M~chpeloh to con

firm J acob's right to be 

buried there . 

A l and dependent on 

irrigation -- discussion 

• f. 7 
of geographical l ocation. 

Alludes to the woman Judge 

of his tribe and t he son~ 

she sang . 68 

r,9 
House o f Assembl y . 

The ir ton~ues were as 

s~cet a s honey in the 

expos ition of t he Torah. 

70 
Their land was blessed . 

Naphtali r an l ike a hind 

and brought the stren1th 

of Egypt when the tribes 

went t o bury J acob and the 

sons of Heth came . 



Midrash Hagadol 

54 

Ref ers to female hinds who 

God provides with water -

as hinds pant and lon~ before 

God so did Esther. 

R. Abahu -

Why is morning star called 

'") 1' { l Jl(•lc. ? - Just as 

hind':. horns are split this 

way and that, so with the 

rays of the morning sun. 

Rebbi • 

Comments on di fference be

tween the moon's rays c>n1 

the sun's . 

R. Zera -

Esther compared to a hind -

as a hind is narrow of womb 

and dear to her ma te, so 

Esther WAS dear to Ahasuerus . 

R. Jose -

Esther compared to morning 

star - as it is the end of 

night , so Esther marked the 

end of mirncles . 



Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 
(in R. Aha ' s nAme) 

Midrash Hagadol 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis 49 : ?.2 - 2~ 

J\ ij .. ? \ '. Q- - .. '· ~ \ '?, 

55 

R. Benja~in B. Yafat -

Ri p,hteous compared to 

hinds - as horns bronch off 

as they grow, so the more 

the righeous pray their 

prayers are heard . 

R. Jose b. R. Jacob b . Idi 

The words which were 

uttered with '~It. 

and 

His house and his co::-~:iuni t y 

tha t ~i ve off words of 

74 
beauty . 
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Q.Ic.. ·~ f ,\io(_c ~ jJ ~·,177; .{ f . : 

Genesis 49 :22 - 2~ 

Joseph i s a frui t ful vine, 

A fruitfu l vine by a fountain; 

Its branches run over the wall. 

The archers have dealt bitt erly with him, 

And shot at him, and hated him; 

But his bow abode firm, 

And the arms of his hands were made suppl e, 

By the hands o f the Mi~hty One of Jacob, 

From thence, f rom the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel, 

56 



E" en by the God of thy father·, who shall help thee, 

And by t he Almighty, who shall bless thee, 

With bless ings of heaven above, 

Bless~ngs of the deep t ha t coucheth beneath, 

Blessings of the breasts, ~nd of the womb. 

The blessings of thy father 

Are mighty beyond the blessings of my pro~enitors 

Unto the u tmost bound o f t he eve:last ing hills; 

They shall be on the head of Joseph, 

And on the crown of the head of t he prince amon~ his 

brethren . 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midr ash Tanhuma 

Midrash Ha~adol 

The son who ~rew by 

7S 
way of cows. 

57 

Genes i s Rab'bah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Ha ~adol 

The son broke fa ith with 

his brothers and they 

. 7~ 
broke fa ith with him. 

I 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ha,v.adol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

58 

The son who defied his 

mistress . 

The son whose mi.stress 

broke. 

R. Abun -

You enlarged the ~tature 

of Joseph over all the 

others . 77 

Compared to a tree. 

The righeous are likened 

78 to trees. 

The evil eye does not 

rule over him. 

He who does not stare at 

women , the evil eye will 

not rul e over him. 



':;) 1 ~ 3 JJ,j ~ 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

59 

Be~ause he paid no attention 

to the Egyptian princesses, 

his daughters (the daughters 

of Zelophad) were giver. a 

portion of the Torah . 

Because he entertained no 

evil thoughts about E~yptian 

women he merited both worlds. 

Egyptian princesses stared at 

him throu~h lattices and threw 

jewelry at him to catch his 

eye, but he paid no attention 

to then, and as a rewa rd God 

said his children would have 

a portion in the Torah . 

Because he entertained no 

impure thoughts about Er.;ypt

ian women he merited both 

worlds. Story to l d a ';)oi.~t 

R. Matia B. Harash, 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash lta~:idol 

Genesis Rnbbah 

L 

a true tzadik who 

resisted temptation and 

God rewarded him ends 

with t he quote - "He who 

does not stare at women, 

the evil eye ~ill not rule 

over him." 

A son whose brothers made 

to suffer. 

A son who mistress made to 

suf [er. 

The son who didn 't chan;:;e 

his brother s , and t hey 

did not chan?,e him . 79 

This alludes to his camp 

fellows - his brothers. P.O 

' 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midn1sh Ha~adol 

61 

This alludes to Potiphar's 

wife as well as his brothers . 

Reference to Psalm 120 :l1-

0thers smite from c lose 

quarter s - these from far 

away. So slander spoken 

in Rome is carried out in 

Syria. 

Comparison made to embers 

of a broom fire ,-1hich burns 

inside even if extin~uished 

outside. So he who receives 

slander, even i f he i s 
81 

pacified s till bur ns inside . 

Those who wished to smite 

him, who threw at him words 

as hard a s an arrow. 

Compared to arrows . 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Mi drash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Midrash Har,adol 

62 

R. Johanan: 

What caused you to be 

rejected f rom the mighty 

ones was the passion you 

entertained for your 

mistress. 

R. Samuel b . Nahman: 

The bow was bent but 

returned - the passion was 

82 
inflamed but cool ed down . 

- This refers to Aksilo 
(unc l ear) 

R. Yitzhnk -

His seed was scattered 

throu~h his f in~ernails. 

A garment o f: fine gold 

h
. 83 

came up upon is arfTIS. 

I 
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Genes i s Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Midrash Haga<lol 

63 

R. Huna in the name of 

R. Matis: 

Joseph saw the image of his 

father and his blood c~oled 

(or his b l ood ran cold). 

R. Mahama in the name of 

R. Abun: He saw the i:nage 

of his mother and his blood 
84 

cool ed (or ran cold) . 

He who appenred to me and 

said, 

will bless you, and he shall 

say to the world, your suffer 

in~ is enough - so he wi ll 

I 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Hidrash Ha~adol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ha~adol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Hidrash Hagadol 

85 say to you . 

Refers to Azkeroth in 

Baal - highest pl~ce in 

Joseph's territory. 

Beth Sheba and Beth Hashki- 

the l owest places in 

Joseph's territory . 

R. Luli ani b. Tl.Iris in naiae 

of R. Yitzhak: 

He blessed him in the birth 

of. cattle. 86 

R. Aba b . Zutra in th~ name 

of Samuel -

Jacob loved Rache l gr e~tly, 

I 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Ha~adol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash lla~adol 

oS 

even to the time he blessed 

Joseph - makinr, his son 

subordinate to his wife • 

he bl essed her who gave 

birth and nursed Joseph. 

They who conceived me 

and taur,ht me . 

Your blessin~s a re gr eater 

than those of Abraham and 

That for which t he fathers 

of the world yearned. 

To the utmost bounds 0£ 

the eternal hills - even 

the bl essing with which 

I 



l 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis P.abbah 

Mi drash Ha!;adol 

Abraham desired to bless 

Isaac , but didn 't because 

of Ishmael. 

- Mountains and hills= 

patriarchs and matriarchs . 

Reference to Deut. 33:1~ • 

~ ..J" >'J\ here and 

R. Abba b. Kahana : 

You will eat its proclcce 

in this world and the 

interest will be yours in 

87 
the world to come . 

His br others made him distant 

a nd l ike a Nazirite . 

R. Yitzhak of Madale: 

"You are the crown of your 

brothers." 

R. Levi : He was a true 
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Genes i..s 49:27 

Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

~~ J:;? IL ' ' 

Genesis 49 :27 

67 

Nazirite and didn't drink 

wine until he s aw his 

brothers. 

His brothers did not taste 

wine until they saw him. 88 

,·~:J '> .. 
?1t [ I 

. ... "l • . , . 

Benja!'r.in is a wol f t hat ravenC?th ; 

In t he mornin~ he devoureth t he prey, 

And at even he divideth the spoil. 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midr:i s h Ha,c>,;,clol 

R. Jose the Galilian 

explained the verse in 

terms of mountains a r ~uin~ 

for the Torah to be ~iven 

to them. Mt . Sina i is 

chosen by God because i t 

is the only one on which 

I 



L 

idol-worship has not 
89 

taken place . 

68 

R. Akiba explained it in 

terms of the tribes ar~uing 

over which would have the 

Templ e built within its 

boundaries . Benjamin wins 

because it had no part in 

the selling of Joseph. 

Quotes (Psalm 84 :3 and 131:6) 90 

R. Judah says the Temple was 

built in the portion of Judah 

as well -brinr,s . Psalm 132:f; 

and }!icah 5:1 for support. 

R. Simeon said it should be 

built in the portion o f 

Rachel's son (she who died 

in Ephrath . ) Why not in 

Joseph's portion? Answer 

folmd in Psalm 132: 6 where 

allusion made to Benj Bmin 

by reference to a forest 

animal. 

I 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrar;h Hagedol 

Yal\cut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tc1nhuma 

Mj_drash Ha~adol 

Genesis R.abbah 

· Midrash 'l'anhuma 

\'alkut Shimoni 

69 4-

Just as a wol f snatches, 

so the tribe of Benjamin 
91 

snatches. (Judges 21:21) 

Alludes to Ehud of Benjamin 

who captured the beast of 

Eglon and killed him. 

The honor which EP,lon 

showed God rewarded by 

offspring of Ruth who would 

sit on the throne o f Israel. 

Just as a wolf snatches, 

so did Esther. 

Judah blessed as a lion 

matched against Babylonia 

which was also compared 

to a lion - fought by Daniel, 

Hananiuh, Mishael and Azariah. 

Joseph matched a ~ninst Edom . 
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Genesis Rabb.ih 

Midrash Ha~adol 

Genes i s Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

70 

R. Samuel b. Nahman; 

Aggadah that Esau fell at 

the hands of the sons of 

Rachel - Moses matched Levi 

(Ha smoneans) up a ~ainst 

Macedc11ia . 

1 I{ - third tribe -

(I~ Macedonia Third I<ingdo:n -

-
3 letters 'I i- and \ I 1 

Sc\crificed c ows - wrote with 

horns o f an o;; . 

Jacob matched Benj amin 

(Mordecai) a~ainst ~<eden . 

Refers to S,ml who captured 

t h e monarchy . 

An as seSS8cnt of Saul' s 

rci~n and why the dynasty 

collapsed . Tl-e Rabbis warn 

.:;~a inst bein~ over-ri·•,hteous, 

but hail being ven~efol of 

one 's honor as a good trait . 

A !_~reat an<l power ful t.ribe . 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hagadol 

Genesis Rabbah 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Gene s i s Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhurna 

Mitlrash Hagadol 

71 

Great and powerful 

when they went out to 

ba ttle, they would be there 

92 
over night or a ll day. 

God's secrets went to God 

fearing - rir,hteous - prophets 

the righteous do everything 

93 
by divine inspiration . 

Speaks of a land which 

erabs its f ruits -- Jericho 

whose f ruits are early . 

The altar which "snatches" 

sacrifices day and ni~ht . 

Sacrifices brought in 

t he Temple . 94 

Saul -- who f ought a ~c=tinst 

all his enemies . 
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Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hai adol 

Midrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Hidrash Hagadol 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Ha~adol 

Esther who got Haman's 

house. 

72 

Ehud who t hrust: the sword 

into Eglon's belly. 

The beginnin~ of the 

monarchy in Israel was Saul 

who was from Benjamin. 

A land which grabs its fruits -

Jericho whose fruits are 

early. 

Beth El whose fruits ripen 

l ate . 

So Saul died and his chree 

sons. 

' 
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Ge nesis 49:2~ 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Hagadol 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Midrash Hagadol 

Yal kut Shi moni 

( 

i k.~E. ! 
'. - . 

73 

Esther set Mordecai over 

Haman. 

The end of the monarchy 

was with ~sther who was 

from Benj amin . 

They smote Moab (at the 

timE'! of Ehud). 

Esther got Haman 's house. 

The evenin~ s acrifice in 
95 

the Temple . 

:?:~~~ ()':°\ •-;::, le._ (''.) 0 lj .,, ,..~ "), - ') ~ 1( J ..(<.. '.5 t - I 
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Genesis t,9 :28 

All these are. the t we lve tribes of I srael, 

And this is it that their father spoke unto them and 

blessed them ; 

Everyone according to his blessini? he blessed them. 

'C-i->e ~ [ k ,L) 
r 'J C i 1L, ': ' 

7 .( f 

Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhtl'r.:: 

Yalkut Shimoni 

Midrash Tanhurn.-l 

Twe l ve tribes, neither 

more nor l ess . 

Rebekah s~.H them as 

twel ve - (interpr e t ation 

of Genesis 25:23-2 ~). 

There are 12 hours i n a 

day , 12 hours i n a ni~ht, 

12 raonths in a year, 12 

constellations, 12 stones 

in the ~arment of the 

hi gh pr iest. 

R. Johanan comment s on 

the number o f t ribes . 

-



Midrash Hagadol 

Midnish Ha~adol 

L 

75 

I blessed you as much as 

possible -- the rest of 

your blessing will come 

from the man who will bless 

you with · .. J'J C.~I ,, • Moses . 

Isaac left off where J acob 

started, where Jacob lef t 

o ff Hoses began, where 

Moses left off David began. 

Isaac left off with )C) t l . . 

there Jacob started, Jacob 

kj l 
, 

ended wi th . Moses , 
'' started , Hoses ended "'_,Y-,r ( I \. l , 

David starte<l with 1 
, ~ le. 

12 Tribes para llel to the 

12 astrological s i ~ns 

12 months of t he year 

the order of the world. 

-, 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash Tanhuma 

Ya tt~u t Shi moni 

L 

76 

because he blessed Judah 

as a l ion, Dan as a serpent, 

Naphtali as a hind, Benjamin 

as a wolf - He campares them 

all to lions to make them 

equal -- he equalizes them 

with a b l essing . 

He s;.::..·,e Judah t he stren~th 

of a lion, Naphta l i the 

l i ~hfoo tedness of a hi~d , 

J oseph the strcn~th of an 

ox , to Dnn the bite of a 

snake - - thus he included 

ell of them in the end -

with an appropriate word 

for each of them. He 

divided the land amonr, 

I 



Genesis Rabbah 

Midrash TanhuT.a 

Midn:tsh Tanhu:na 

l 

77 

them and included each of 

them, so they would eat 

from one another. 

Another will bless you from 

where I left off. So Moses 

began blessing them where 

Jacob left off. - The bless

ings will be rea lized when 

you accept the Torah. Isaac, 

Jacob, Moses, David - they 

begin where the predecessor 

left off. 

They followed t ~eir fa ther's 

instructions re:.;ar-ding what 

they should do when he dies. 

Discuss ion of mourning for 

7 days - then discussion 

of the brothers' fears of 

Joseph's revenge after 

Jacob ' s death . 



Midrash Hagadol 

l 

78 

Interpretation of Psalm 57:3 -

Jacob called to God when 

he blessed his sons that 

God would agree to give 

each of them what was 

fitting. 

I nterpretation of Psalm 25:4 -

R. Simeon - Counsel o f the 

Lord is not secret to 

heavens but to mortals. 

Hatches up tribes with 

tyrants _as did the Nidrashim 

on Benjamin . 



L ---

A Preface to FootnotP.s on Chapter I 

The Rabbis believed that it was poss ible to uncover 

the deeper mennin1s of texts by utilizin~ certain methods 

of interpretation . In order to f ac ilitate a better under• 

standing of the rabbinic comments mentionen in the notes, 

a short explanation of some of the rabbinic methods follows. 

One practice involves tl-\e comparison of similar express

ions. This is most common in the material bein~ treated and 

is usually used to interpret the meanin~ of a particular word 

or phrase. As an example, the word I u cfc;) in Genesis 49:1 

is interpreted as I,..,, ,1 C-1" , "purify yourselves," utilizin~ 

a verse from Numbers which implies this neanin~. 

Another ruetho<l used is the chan~e of a reading to convey 

a different me~ning . For instance ~JrJ ( in Genesis 49:20 , 

is read ~ J' i..f C , "eir;ht ," to indicate t ha t t he wearers 

of the eight priestly ~arments wot1 l d descend from the tribe 

of Asher . 

Similar 'to the aforementi.oneci change of readtn ~, is a 

chanp,e of reading based on the aural simil arity to another 

expression. This is to be. found in the comments on Genesis 

49:8 :) , l,.. 1 and the aura 1 

correspondence . r' l' l, 1. r I-.. I' , ''because 

y~u confessed, your brothers wil l praise you." 

7 
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Also to be found i n these texts are instances of 

"rto t arikon, " or shorthand . Here the letters of a word 

represent the initial l etters of other words . An exampl e 

is found in Genesis 49 : 4 , where _j n~ 

use of this method . 

is interpreted by 

Another common practice is interpreting a passage 

by connecting it to one or more scriptura l verses in order 

80 

to establ ish the verse as an allusion to previous historical 

happenin3s or future events . Such is the case with the great 

number of verses which interpret various parts of Genesis 49 

as visions of the fut ure or reviews of the past . 

These are some of the methods employed by the rabbis i n 

their exposi t ion o f these bibl ical texts . 
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Footnotes -- Cha pter I 

1. Perhaps a reference to I saiah: 11: 12 
.____,., ,3 1'vJ ' ...._ li () ~\ ,n ... -.>J ,Joie, ( P' /f d QJ /c_(JI 

•. _.., I ' -P ) I I 
CJ ') 1L. -;'l J'. c.) j _::, , ~ --i C f4 C: r> 'j' ;') ~ ~ 

•~nd He will set up an ens i gn for the nations , and will 
assemble the djspersed of Israel and c_;ather toP,ether the 
scattered of Judah f rom the four corners of the earth." 
Indicating two exiles. 

2. A reference to Numbers 19 :9 
., It I ,,G 

3. 

"And a man that is clean s ha 11 
or, more likely Numbers 12:14 

\· f Q I tJ" -. rild ~ • ,J • 

~ather us (the ashes ••• )' ' 

" ••• l et her be shut up without the camp seven days, and 
after t ha t she shall be brought in again." (indicating 
purification.) 

..p 
".:> '-".:>' ~ r-lc J ~ ,.[ n Y, 

" , .. I 'I r" (tc,[' 
" ••• take t hee one stick and write U?On it; For Judah and 
for the children of Israel his companion (-- read i ,~1, ). 

4 . Ref~renc e made to Numbers 11:16 
I ' ·' .. . i k"' t:• J f'_J14 (:• l e ,-" ~ ?( 6 

u ••• Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of Israe l." 

5. He ordered t hem to study in bands .J\ l~ o /c and not alone, 
• . -· 

as it says in •~ rr "r-'I'" · 
\' 7-t\'e_ i() ' 1i:>r' ·1,-Jc--.(', Iii <.. - --'"lulult_ ,[ , ?" 

·' . ;1 ,.., \ -" --;::. I 'I O I Q \ J\ \ l) I C le. ..A ' -c) I O f i.... 

6. All three :ead ,ff_<;- - "God" ins tead of ftc . 
R. Judan inter prets .. call e d" in the sense of "called upon ," 
"invoked ;" R. Pinhas under.stands i t in the sense of " i nvited ;" 
accor ding to R. Abun it means, a ppointed for a particu l a r 
purpose. 
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7. A reference to Joshua 4: 12 "And the children of Reuben, 
and the children of Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, 
passed on armed before the children of Israel. •• " Reuben 
supplied the vanguard of warriors along with Gad • 

8. Reading 
mourner." 

.:..J l It as "my grief;" as is "a 

9. -.A lee = ~I ';\..) , as it says in Leviticus 9 :22 -
• I , 'l I .J' \ C J I ;--. I (. ( <. f ; I .. 

10. 

"And Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people, and 
blessed them ••• " 

"And He will ~ive 
1 .../'- 1 = ;)11 ..)r' 

as it says in _I pamuel 2:10 -
' Ji!lJ J' \-"'' 

stren~th unto His King." 
, a double portion as in Deuteronomy 

21:17 ·· p 'J € 'u , [ ..,,_/'\u ·· 
"But he shall acknowledge the first - born, the son of 
the hated, by g iving him of double portion of all that 
he hath ••• " 

as an abbreviation 

cJ j \ j(\;) - you hastened 
n -- ii ~ 0 - you s inned 
.) , J• J j - you c or:.::1i t ted a dul t ery 
c) ul ..0 1_,a - you broke off the yoke 
fl __r, ~ ~ • 1 - you defiled my bed 
:> a') - your passion stirred within 

you 
c> J' \ u cl - you trampled upon the l aw 

" J\ ;., ri - you fo rfeited your birthri~ht 
, .5 - you became a s tran~er to your 

~ifts 
;) · I ) -J" ct j - you recoiled 
,.., _ ) ' ' J' ~ 'l I' - you trembe l ed , J ~ I<. (i 1, ,.., , ~ - the sin has flown from your 

head 
c:) ...1 ~-:; ,... ~ -,. r ,\t.lJN h _J, ;>,, ... _ 

.:> l ( f'" lri ✓•J :, -

you hastened 
you re~oved the yoke f rom 
your neck 
you were moved by sin. 
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11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16 . 

17. 

18. 

19. 

B3 

"Nothing of your sin ~hall remain." He reads it: 
,, I r 1' t CJ ' ' r r "') ....A (I ' le C r, ;-, J ~ ,. 

All of your sin will be forgiven. 

"Nothinr, has been left for you. " The{ read it: .,. 
' re Cn-=' /N r" 1[:; ? J' '">P' /1 I< 6 

You left nothinr, over from the sin, you sinned completely . 

Of Moses it is written in Exodus 19:3 [ 
.. f> · ,., r ll ;) c ,l ~r ., f"' /" 

"And Hoses went up to God" and it also says in Moses' 
b l essing of Reuben in Deuteronomy 33: 6 "Let Reuben live." 

Refers to Ezekiel 16:3 ~ 
.. • .... )\J.:> ;) 0 ·1lc.N 

"Thine origin and thy nativity 
Canaanite. 11 

I I.J", :.t/'.f 1 ' .l\"'1:J/t ·, 

is of the land of the 

Refers to Genesis 37:2" f 6 ti , ◄ r , . •. :-~ ' l !t. P J I l_,)7.'.)N.J ..J 

"Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites • •• " 

This refers to the Zimri-Cozbi incident in Numbers 25. 

~lo : secret -- The spies had a secret among them 
regarcing the Land . 

Refers to the Korah rebellion , as it says in Numbers l ~:3 
: . . \ " "' 1 < ; r 1 "R r,.J l r 1 [" i', , •· 

" ••• And they assembled themselves toi;;ether a ga inst Hoses 
and a gainst Aaron." 

Joseph who was co:npared to an ox, as it says in Deuteronomy 
33:17 - 1 (r ~ 1-- 1 fl • 

1 ...., --=! .,, ' < " l.:Yi" • 

"His firs tlin~ bullock, Majesty is his • •• " 

20. Men afflicted wj_th this particular t y pe of leprosy, I f ,-, r>, 

are hot-tempere~. 

2L Your praise will be that all of your brethren will identify 
themselves as i' 1 "'.? \ ,"• • 

22. Because he saved his brothers f r om cowmittin~ murder , and 
t hus saveo them fr.om bein~ cons i ~ned to Gehenna , so a 11 
the tribes will be known as r •, \ ~• . 

23. '' _ . . -;;-.J-\c, -;')-:;> \ -:;-• = ··_,,, ::il'";)(') " __ you confessed. 
you acknowl ed~ed your part in the Ta;nar inc ic!ent, thct:eforc 
your brothers wi ll praise you. 
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24. Ref ers t o Numbers 10 : 14 - "Ann in t he first place the 
standard of the c;imp of the children of Judah set 
forward;" and Numbers 2:3 -
"Now these that pitch on the l ast side toward the 
sun-risin7, shaJl be they o f the standard of the camp 
of Judah.•• And Joshua 11 : 23 - "And the land had rest 
from war ••• '' 

25. Refers to the fact that Judah confessed his misdeeds and 
caused others to repent as well. 

26. Refers to Proverbs 2~:13 - " ••• But whoso confesseth and 
forsaketh them shal l obtain mercy . 11 Judah confessed and 
so he will obtain mercy. 

27. J udah caused Reuben t o confess . When Reuben saw Judah 
confess his misdeeds , he followed s uit . 

28 . The Kings of Israel will descen,; from him, as his brothers 
will acknowl edge his right to rule over them . 

29. Because he saved them f rom being consir,ned to Gehenna they 
will praise him in t he Hereafter. 

30. llcads . ;, c· ( as I [( (Possessive pronou:-i) so, 11he 

31. 

32 . 

whose Kinr,dom i t will be . " 

• 1'• 
../I ~'f is read is comin~ from the same root: a s ,1 » j' 1✓ -

t o set on ed~e. 

"Thou <lidst pluck 
•• -;-i 1 't read as 

Holy City • . 

as it SRys in Psalm 80:8 
• . \-' c..~ - 11 ,, ' , ~ :i_, v· N I") r- .. 

up a vine out of F.{;ypt." (Israel) 
\ " • C - His city , t hat i s the 

,. . 

33. Reads '7 ::ll as from the s m:1e root as ' 10 1
1. 

prohibited. 

34 . Allusion to the Tabernac l e that was of b l ue and purple 
and carried from place to place . 

35. Reference to Zechariah 9 : 9 -
"Lowl y , and rid in~ upon an ass, even upon a colt the 
foal of an ass . " 

36 . Reference to Jere;:1i.=1h 2:21 - ( -. . . r "'I I f r . J\ ~ . J l :> J le I 

''Yet I had planted thee a noble vine ••• " referrin~ to I srael . 

--



37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44 . 

Allusion to Sol omon's Temple, that every one of the 
openings was referred to as I '.J- •r( ';) 1 1 .~ ( , 
"the ~ate of entrance." 

Probably a reference to Zechariah 9:9 -
"Lowly, and riding upon an ass , even upon a colt the 
foal of an ass." 

A reference to Jeremiah 2 :21 -
"Yet I have planted thee a choice vine . 11 

Reads r' 'J J-' le P 1j r> - strong sons; 
by extension, "Morally strong sons." 

Torah is compared to wine. 

They will be declared pure when they come to Jerusalem, 
part of Judah , they will bring t heir sacri [ices and be 
purif ied. 

Refers to Deuteronomy 13:7 ' ' r I ( ' \ ( r' .J' I Q I l J ' I 
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"If thy broth~r ••• entice you secretly" (leads you astray). 

The Sanhedri:1 ~,ere not exiled f.roil Tiberi~s (on the 
seashore) . There the Torah waits £or the coming of 
the n essiah. 

References m;:ide to II Kin ~s 14 :25 
''He restored t he bordei.· of Israe 1 f rom the entrance o f 
Hrn~c1 th unto the sea of t he Ara:ich, accord in"!, to the word 
of the Lord, the God of Israel, which He spoke by the hand 
o f !lis servant Jonah t he son of Arnittai, the prophet> who 
was of Ga t!, -hcpher;" 
Judges 1: 31 - •~sher drove not out t he inhabitants of Acco, 
nor · the inhabitants o f Zidon, nor Ablab, nor of Achzib •• • ;'' 
I Kin~s 17: 9 - •~rise, ~et thee to Zaraphath, which 
be longe th to Z i don ••• " 

46. Refers to Genesis 30 :16 and 17 -
"And Jncob came from the field in the evening ••• " (ostens
ibly on an ass) " • • ocmcl. she conceived> and bore Jacob a 
fifth son." (lssachar) 

/17 . Reference to I Chronicles l J : 33 
"Ando[ the chlldren of I ssachar , men that had un<lerstanti 
ing of the times ••• the heads of them were two hundreJ . " 

, 
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48. A play on t-J '"' ( (large- -boned) and P '~. 1-
(proselytes).• The fruits were so large , when other 
Nations saw them, they were so impressed they converted . 

49. seen as co~ing from the same root as 
strict, strin~ent. 

SO. Allusions to Torah , quoting Proverbs 4:2 -
"For I give you good doctrine; 
Forsake ye not my teaching . " 

and Job 11:9 -
"The measure thereof is longer than the earth, 
And broader than the sea . " 

51 . Reference n~de to Judges 5 :15. 
"And the princes of Issachar were with Deborah, as was 
J ssachar, so was Barak; 
Into the valley they rushed forth at his feet ••• " 

52. Re:ers to Jud ges 16:28 • 
"That I may b; this once aven~ed . 11 

53 . Refers to Jud~es 15:12 
'~nd Samson said unto them: 
Swear unto me . " 

54. Refers to Jud~es 15 :17 -
''If I be shaven , then my stren~th will go from me ." 

55 . Refe~s to Jud~es 15 :30 -
"So the dead that he slew at his death were more than 
they that he slew in his life . " 

56 . Refers to 1\umhers 23. 3, indicat tn~ the lack of power of 
both Samson an<l Balaam. 

57. Reference to Judges l n: 25 -
"Call for Samson t hat he may make us sport. II 

so. Reference to Judges 15:15 - r • .. ,'')(/ "l I /J ,...., - ' t , .., IIL .JtJl f ·• 
interprets ·"' ''lv as meanin~ two. 

59 . Reference to Jud~es 15:18 -
"And he was sore athirst, and called on the Lord and 

s a i d , ' Th~u hast ~iven thi s ~reat del iverance by the 
hand of Thy sc-:::-va.nt ; and no·., shall I die for thirst , 
and fa ll into the hand of the uncircurr.cised." 



60 . Reference to Judges 16 :30 - 31 
"And Samson said: 'Let me die with the Philistines .' 
And he bent with all his might; and the house fell 
upon the l ords, and upon all the people that were 
therein. So the dead that he s lew at his death were 
more than they tha!: he slew in his life. Then his 
brethren and all the house of his father came down, 
and took him, and brought him up, and buried him ••• " 

61. Support found in these verses - Isaiah 26 : 8 -
"Yea, in the way of Thy Jud,:;ments, 
0 Lo:.-d, have we waited for Thee; 
To Thy name and to Thy memorial is the desire o f our 

soul." 
I saiah 33:2 -
"O Lord, be grac ious unto us; 

We have waited for Thee; 
Be thou their arm every mornin~, 
Our salvation also in the time of trouble." 

Psalm 130:4 -
"For with thee there is forp,iveness, 
That Thou mayest be feared . " 

Psalm 130:5 -
"I wait for t he Lord, my soul doth wait, 
And in His word do I hope.'' 

62 . Refers to I Chronicles 5:10 -
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"And in the cays of Saul they m.'.'ldc war with t he lfo grites ••• " 

63 . Reference to Deuteronomy 33:30 -
"And of G.:ld he said : "Blessed be he that cnlar½eth Gad ; 
he dwellcth ns a lioness, and teareth the arm, yea, the 
crown of the bead." Referring to the way they slew 
their adversaries. 

64 . Referen;e to ;-,a la chi 3: 7.3 -

65 . 

"Behold I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
comins of t l-:t?- r:; :rea t and t~rrible day of the Lord." 

(Elijah was from Gad). 

Reference to Genesis 30:13 • . -" '-J ~ ~ I .., (, { l • .;) I -, (2 /c .> .• 

"For my dau~hters make me happy. " 
and to 11 Samue l 1:24 

''vho clothed you in scar let and other ·· . .:J 'j ~ t ·· deli :;hts ." 



66 . Play on ,. r.)__) t'} e' · and ;,) I 11 C. - women who were 
descended from Asher married High Priests who were 
arrayed with ei~ht garments . 

67 . 
r ~ 

Connect ion made be tween · "' r- 1 cl e and 
a field with irrigation ditches . 
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68. Refers to the Son~ of Debroah who descended from Napht a l i 
(see Jud~es 5:1). 

69 . The gr eat academy of Tiberias which was in Naphtali. 

70 . Reference to Deuteronomy 33:23 -
"O Naphtali , satisfied with favor , and full with the 
b l essin~ of the Lord •• • " 

71 . Reference to Psalm 18: 34 -
"Who maketh my feet like hinds' and setteth me upon my 
high p l aces." 

72. Reference to Psalm 42 : 2 
•~s the h~8rt panteth after t he water brooks , so panteth 

my soul after Thee, 0 God . " 

73. That is the Torah. 

74 . That is Ti berias in the portion of Naphta l i . 

75 . The interpretation of Pharaoh's dream . 

76 . Read as ~-,v~• ~ 1~ - he, by bringin~ ho~e evil reports 
about his brothers ; they, by sellin~ him. 

77 . "Caused h im to flourish,'' from the same root as 
"fruit . " 

78 . Reference to Psal m 92:13 
"The ri~htcous sha ll flouris h like the palm tree • • • , " and 
other verses fro~ Psal m. 

79 . .. \ ';') r") ,.., ,-! 'I .• Read as from the same root as ··, •~ "' ' ' 
to chan?,C' , 

80 . 3 r ·· ~ '=>• n 1' 
' f

1 n · G ~ -;::. read RS -:> '{ t ~ , they that lived 
in c l ose proximity to him. 
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81. Reference t o Psa l M 12:3 and 4 -

82. 

83 . 

84 . 

' 'What shall be Riven unto thee, and what shall be done 
more unto thee, thou deceitful tongue ? Sharp arrows 
of the mighty with coa l s of broom ••• " 

Reads '' \ .J\( 1"' as l_p \ '<,' "your pass ion. II 

Read:; ,. 1 j ·~· , .. as from ju "fine go l d." 

His passion was cooled at seeing the vision of his father/ 
his mother. 

~, 
es. Based on a r eading of · '] ( as 1 ::< ~- - that is 

86 . 

87. 

enough . 

That the cattle shoul d be prolific. 

Ref erence to Deuteronomy 33 :16 - ...0 
r.'\\O ' )' . .:,( \<3""1 ,'.k 6rJI ~-,le. .. ~l'" ,J"I\ . . 

• 1 • nrc. • •°::J ..J ~ 7 -:i r o , , .. o, , Q 1c.., r '7JJ' t , (' J\ 

"And for the precious thi.nz.s o f the earth and the [ulness 
thereof , and the ~ood will of Him t ha t d\,e l t in the bush ; 
let t he blessin~ come upon the head of Joseph, and upon 
the c rown of t he head o f him t hat is prince amon~ his 
brethren . " 

88 . · · -.. ' jJ '. read as 1 '_j.J - Reference to Genesis 43 : 34 
"And they dran~, and were merry with hi m. " With him t hey 
drank , but aw~y from him they d i d not drink. 

89 . R. J ose - a reference to Psa l ~ 68 :17 
''Why l ook ye askance ye mountain s of peaks ?" 

90 . R. Akiba - a reference to Psa l m 84 : 3 
":•ty soul .yearneth , yea , even pineth for the courts o f the 
Lord ••• " in coniunc t ion with Psa l m 13:5 and 6 -

"Until I find out a place (or the Lord • •• Lo , we heard o f 
it bein~ in Ep~rath ; we found it in t he fie l d of the 
wood." (Refers to Benjamin who was compared to an animal 
of the forest ) . 

91. Reference t o Jud1es 21 :21 
'',.,and see and behol d , if the dau~hters of Shiloh come 
out to dance in the dances •• • then come ye out of t he 
vineyards , and catch you every man his wi[e of the 
dau~hters of Shiloh, and ~o to the land o : Benjnmin." 



92. Benjamin's portion was situated between that of J oseph 
and Judah, so that it was half a day 's j ourney to the 
land of the enemy. 

93. Midrash Tanhuma proem based on Amos 3:7 -
"For the Lord will do nothing, 
But He r evea l eth His counsel unto 
His servants the prophets." 

and Psalm 25:4 -
"Show me Thy ways , 0 Lord; 
Teach me Thy paths." 

and Proverbs 3:32 -
'Tor t he perverse i s an abomination to tne Lord; 

But His counsel is with the upri~ht." 

94. Reference to N~~bers 28:4 -
''The one lamb sha lt thou offer in t he morninr, ••• " 

95. Reference to Numbers 28 :4 -
"••• and the other l amb shalt thou offer at dusk." 

90 
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Chapter I I 

The Consistent Patterns Refl ected in the Collections 

The aim of the section whic h follows is t o summarize 

the data contained i n the previous chapter and to compare 

and contrast the consistent patterns which may be reflected 

in the Midrashic collections . 

The introductor y verses , Genes is 49 :1 and 2, establis h 

the tone for the "blessinr,s" themselves , as wel l a s the 

Midrashic treatment t hereof. The comments on the firs t 

verse presen t very li ttle which may be contrasted . For 

the most part , the Hi drashim share their comments on the 

verse . This could be some indjcation th~t these interpreta 

tions were wel l -known and respected traditions . Certainl y 

the section dea lin~ with the Sh!':,:i
1and that text which com-

? 
pa res Jacob to the fo i th fo l sc>rv.=mt - havr. common ori~ins . 

I t is c l ear t~at a ll o f the col l ections agree on J ~cob ' s 

intention to revea l the "end of dnys" to his sons. All of 

them , save Midrash Hagactol, and one traditi on i n Genesis 

Rabbah , indicate that Isaac too l os t revelation. Midrash 

Hagadol and the abovc- 111entioned Genesis itahhah t r adition 

state that Danie l l osr revel a tion . There is no m2ntion of 

I saac in either of these collcc Lions . The reason for the 

di fferenc e seems unclear , but the st2tc:':\ent is suhstantiated 

by a quota tion from naniel 12:4 . 3 

, 
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The main thrust of the remainder of the f i rst passa~e 

seems t o be the i mportance of a peopl e unified in all aspects 

of life: study, war, government , and t he like . It would 

seem clear from the Midrashic interpretations of the other 

verses t hat this verse, especially on the phrase"r 'N',-, .11•,,-, fu,. , 

"the end of days," woul d contain many references to the 

Messianic a ge. This , in fact, is not the case. Ttere is 

only one direct mention of this, in Genesis Rabbah. ln 

addition there are allusions to the Messianic period in 

material in Midrash Hagadol. 
,... 

Othe r than that com~ent, there is a re-rea d ing of l [c 

in the first pas s a~e as G~ , to work God into the ~l essings ; 

a l so indications ir. l'!idrash Tanhuma and Ya l kut Shimoni that 

God, an evinced by the nature of Moses ' blessin~s of the 

Children of I srael, approved of Jaco1> 1 s comments here. 

There is an i n te::.-estjn ~ sec tion in :~idrash Tanhurna in 

which one learns of periods in Jewish history when the 

Jewish peopl~ t ook upon themselves additiona l obli~etions , 

as J acob did here by not rr.vealin~ " the end of days " to his 

sons . These , perhaps , were inc l uded to demonstrate to t he 

people of t he t~ne the need for sel f - sacrif~cc and ~reat 

devoti on to the ideal s of Judaism. 



Mention shoul d also be made of the tradition which 

states Esau's ri~ht to call together his sons and b l ess 

them. Hearkenin~ back to earlier sections of the Bible, 

the Rabbis in<licate that Esau was an unsettled type who 

did not arr an9,e for a l ast will of any Kind , as compared 

to Jacob who was a home- body and did. 
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Verses 3 and 4 contain J abob 's char nc to Reuben, his 

f irst- born. The tone of the bib l ical text is very ne~a tive~ 

and the Midrash picks up on this tone. Reuben is l ooked 

down upon by the Rabbis jus t as he was disdained by Jacob. 

The fact that !-loses \..toulcl vindicate the trj he of Reuhen as 

would the statcr.1cmts r:'lade by the tribe on Nt . Eba l, 4 is far 

out -wci1hed by Jacob ' s p, rtrayal of Reu~en as a sinner. 

The hL-;hest pra i se Jacob ~ives Reuben is that he dif fers 

considerab l y from Esau who was ~ l so the first - born. 

It seems clear that the tradition of Reuben as the 

careless son-~~ l os t a ll of his ri~hts and privileRCS as 

a result of l:is mi sdeeds , is we 11-known , In their interpre-

cations of :J'17/ the 

collections reiterate ho~ poorly thought of Reuben was . 

The concept o f Jacob fnvorin ~ Rache l and her sons 

comes throu1h in the comment in ~tidrash Ha~ac o l and Genesis 

Rabbah that the birr-!iri7,ht was bei.n", turned over to its r i~ht

fu l owner , Joseph . 5 



Also o f interes t is t he Ta lmudic s tatemen t a ttached t o 

commen t s which appear in Hidra s h Ha~adol and Genes i s Rabbah 

on "One who 
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i s under s us pic i on should never be appoint e <l a j udge in a 

cas e simila r to his mm. 116 In this way the Midr a shim are 

comment ing on Reuben ' s v i ndi cati on o f himself by his procl~

ma tion on Mt . E!>..a l. 

The "mandr ake i ncident" from Genesis 30 7pl ays a sign ifi

cant part i n the Mi drash on Reuben . This and o t he r mater ial 

reflect on past inc idents rather than concentrat ing on pro• 

j ec tions o f f uture events. The Midrashic trea tmen t a l t e rs 

J acob ' s inten t t o speak of the days to c ome by givinR equa l 

t i me to avents of t he past . This groundin ~ o f ma t e r ia l i n 

t he pas t history of Isr ae l and his sons i s char ac t eri sti c o f 

r;1uch of t he Midrash whic h i s found in t hes e coll ec t ions . 

There is lit tle here to indicate r.1ajor di ffe r ences i n 

enphasis amon ~ the collections . Reuben and his pli~ht are 

charac t eri zed in the s ame basic manner in each of t he wor ks . 

J aco:> then be!"';ins t o address hinse l f t o Simeon and Levi. 

The b i b l ic;i l verses r.enesis /~9 : 5- 7 a re so far removed fro:n 

what wou l d o rdinaril.y be l abel ed cts ' 'b l E::s s in~s " that one 

wonders what Jacob ' s i n tent ac t ually was . I t i s a l most a s 

i f he wa ited until these l ast few moments to rebuke h:i.s sons 

for thei r wron ~.doi n c:s . The ?•ti drash re l a t es this s ense o f 



stress and tension, and explains in Midrash Ha~adol and 

Genesis Rabbah that when Jacob becomes aware of wha t ho 

is doing , he chan~es his tcne and continues with blessings. 
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He re , as with t he charge to Reuben, the [ocus is on 

biblical events. Most prominent are the sellin~ of Joseph, 

the slayin~ of t he towns people of Shechem, 8 the Zimri- Cozbi 

incident , 9 and the Korah rebell ion.10 In a sense then , J acob 's 

words here may be seen as much a prediction of the future 

as a recounting of the past. 

There are two points here at which l i n ~uistic ana l ysis 

plays an important role. One is in the discussion of 

,..-:, -:. I _p,I -, ' ::) N and the other is a com:nent of the word -.., ) e 
The Greek influence permeates all o E the collections save 

• 

Ya lkut Shimoni. Midrash Hag~dol, Midrash Tanhuma and Genesi s 

Rab bah a 11 explain ::-, ~ J'\..., ' .) ,~ in terms o f the Greek in which 

swords are ca lled "mekirin ." The t heory which interprets 

,j '7, \ .J" \ "I l ..) ~ as synonomous with ..., ,_,.._ ' _p, I') Ir/{ brings 

a s criptural support for the ar~ument, bu t doe s l eave open 

the possibility of the c lose a ural connection o f the two 

words . Midrash Ha~ado l connects ..::, ~1\_., h 1..) /J to -"Y') ·· ::> ~: 

- sellin~, as i n "the se l U.i-,~ of J oseph." i s i nter -

preted various ly e S "animals belongi ng to the nations, 11 uhich 

' plays on the standard l iteral transla t ion o f ·, \( meaninP, 

"ox;" as a reference to Jose ph, becaus e he is compared t o an 

ox ; 11 and t o , ·\ ~ "a wall, the wal l of profel ytcs " which 



was razed because of the destruction of Shechem. 

Verse 7 affords us an opportunity to read the Rabbi's 

feelin~s on an~er and its effect on man. 

96 

The Midra5hic collections reveal a marr,inally positive 

attit~de toward the tribe of Levi, but most notably, Midrash 

Hagadol has no trace of a positive comn1ent on Simeon and/or 

Levi. There is no direct mention of the Levitical functions 

or the fac t that the Priestly class descended from Levi. The 

allusions to Levi 's privilc~ed position amon~ the people are 

hidden behind comi-nents such as "Levi doesn't be~ , he receives 

his clean morsel;
12 

or Jacob sayin~, "my name should be remem-

bered on t he 
.. 13 

A tra~ition in Genesis Rabbah and 

Yalkut Shimo:1i relate some positive aspects of the two tribes, 

Simeon and Levi, and attach the~ to t he ne~ative statement 

" i k ·,(::• ·~ :_) ':?.>•,)1LI ? \'~' ?- ,~ , 6~-k ." 14 

It seems vc-r:y :;tranr,e that none- of the collections have any 

definite ly positive comments to make about Simeon, but mor e 

especially, none for Levi. This would appear to indicate an . 
anti-priestly and anti-levitica l f c e l int; amon~ the rabbis who 

established the P.::i.rliest traditions , which were then followed 

throu~h by future ; enerations . This seems especially true 

of the redactors of Midrash Ha~adol . 

The sociolo1ical view that Simeon was poor may or rnay not 

reflect a fact of life or a ~enerally held be lief in Palestine 
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With Jacob's address to Judah we move from punitive 

charges to passa ~es which can be more easily labelled as 

blessin~s. Here too, the Midr ash focuses on a number of 

biblical events, tyin~ them to~ether and placing them in 
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a cause and e f fect relationship. The Miclrash reflects on 

history, reme:nbering Judah's actions in the Tamar incident15 

as well as his role in the Joseph story. 10 The Midrashim 

see Judah as the evil-doer turned righteous who saved the 

lives of four people, resulting in the savin~ of the lives 

of four descendants . 17 I t should be noted that althou~h this 

tradition finds its way into all of the collections, they 

are found in different places. Yalkut Shimoni and one tradi

tion in Genesis nabbah considers it a com.7.entary for the 

phrase in verse 8 :- '' . . r \~I I • 71 r I ( "-i) -;,I,.,)', .. His ac tions 

were praiseworthy, tl~refore he, and by extension , his descend -

ants, are deservin:-; o f reward, which takes the form of God 

saving them f rom death . Midrash P.a~adol , t•1idrash Tanhuma 

and two other Genesis Rabbah traditions sees this biblical 

tie-in as a con."Tlentary f or the phrase in verse 9: -
• 1 ( \ h r ., 

-
i'\. I\ 'j-.,. 11 •, J 

,.., " fl He re Juda h is viewed as havin o:; raised 

himse l f up from the " tearin; up" of Joseph and Tamar and her 

sons, and thereby he was raised up, and there fore he and his 

descendnnts were to be rewarded by bein; saved by God [ ro!il 

like punishment. 
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The Rabbis buil d on the idea set forth in the scriptural 

verse that Judah will be a leader of his people. Midrash 

Hagadol and Genesis Rabbah see Jacob's openin~ statement not 

only as an indication of Judah ' s supremacy, but oft.he fact 

that in due time the whole of the people will be known as 

r° ,,,,~ , • 

Yalkut Shimoni and other Genesis Rabbah texts speak of 

the numerous Jewish leade rs descended from the tribe of Judah. 

The most strikin~ element of the commentary on Judah's 

blessing is the overwhel ming amount of Messianic-oriented 

materia l. Every collection a lludes to the idea of the Mess

ianic King who will desce~ from the tribe of Judah. This 

seems to be a universally accepted idea, and it can be arzued 

that the Messiani c re:e::::-ences a l lt?ded to here are not necessar

ily a result of t imes of persecution or opp~cssion, but rather 

a theolo~i cal i~ea whi ch finds its way into all of these 

collec tions, Al though one could make an ar~ument for the 

texts borrowinr, from one another , or from a conmon source , 

it seems quite conceivab le that each source treated the mater

ial independently t o some extent , and if they did utilize a 

common source , at l east they elaborated on the source in an 

individual manner . 

Judah's leadership extends to the scholarly realm as 

well. As part of the material in }ii.drash Ha~adol , Yalkut 
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Shimoni, and Genesis Rabbah, we find Judah identified as 

the forebearer of the majority of the members of the Sanhedrin, 

as well as the cxilarchs and heads of various scholarly insti

tutions . 

It should be noted that here the Torah is compared to 

fine wine, and Israel as a vine planted and cultivated by 

God. Genesis Rabbah sets forth the idea of God tied to lsrael 

as an ass tied to a vine. 

The major ideas set for th in the charge to Judah are: 

the power of repent ance, iind the ri?,~1teousness of one who 

c◊n fesses; the ~reat lea~ership ability of ci1e tribe of J u~~h 

from biblical times onward which the Rabbis acknowled~e and 

elaborate upon; and the coming o f a ;-!ess iani c <lf~e brour:;ht on 

by a descendant of Judah's \1hich wil 1 l e;td to the return of 

the exiles, the s~p~emacy of Israel and the rec o~nition o f 

the peoples of the worl d . 

Zebulun and Issnchar arc closely linkerl hoth here And 

in Moses' b l essi~~ i n Deuteronomy . 18 Some of the Collections 

therefore treat thi?se passa.~cs , Genesis 49:13-15, as a set . 

It is for tilis reason tl1F1t one of the Genesis Rabbah texts 

which ci.eviates fro~n this nor:n should be pointed out. 

After the treatment of the passa~es dealin~ with Zcbulun , 

the followin~ statement appc-nrs: ''This completes the hlcssin-;s 

of Judah a nd Ze:,ulun. '' l n contrast to the o ther collect:i.ons 
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this seems a s tran~e statement . A closer examination, how

eve r, reveals that this col l ection close ly connects the 

t rihes of Zebulun and Judah as d resul t of the fact that 

the Sanhedrin which would ori~lnally be seated in Judah's 

port ion would be removed to Tiberias in Zebulun's portion. 

This is also ~iven as a reason for Zebulun bein~ b l essed 

before Issachar . Zebulun and Judah are further tied to1ether 

by a statement by R. Johanan regardinr; the Messianic age , 

which is essentially identified with the tribe of Judah. 

Zebulun's ~reatness is r ecognized ~s his dealings with 

the practicalities of business, and the support he ~ives to 

his scholarly brother I ssach~r. It is not strange at all 

that the Rabbis, as indicated in a ll of the collections prDise 

the efforts of those en~a~ed in business , especially when there 

i.s a close ti.c-in with the study o t Tor.ih . Zebulun ' s merccm

tile talents woul d be of no value, it see~s , if he did not 

concern himself with t he wel fare of lssachar, his brother. 

However, if for ;:i r.10:nent one would think th.at the Rabbis 

viewed scholarly pursuits alone as the most admirab le of 

pastime, it is point0d out that Zebul un receives his blessin~ 

first, and without him Issachor could not exist. The Rabbis 

thus demonstrate thei r stron~ support of the dictum: 

·· ;),) __ ./, f 'I<.. ~>J j' j •lc.. t>\c'' 

Both Mi~rash Ha~adol and Genesis Rabbah have an interest-
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ing discussion of the orisin of the prophet Jonah based on 

the geogra phical locations suggested by the passage. What 

is even more interesting than the discussion itself are the 

circumstances under which the discussion takes place . 19 It 

gives a rare lnsieht into wha t ver y well may have been the 

method by which the Midrash was compiled: from the Sabbath 

sennons of various schol~r s . 

Issachar is viewed here as a tribe of great scholars 

from whom descended heads of the Sanhedrin . He was recog

nized as an author ity in ha lachah and a ll of the tribes would 

consult him. 

I ssachar is paired with a later son of his tribe , Barak. 

Midrash TanhUI:Ja, :•lidrash Ha~a<Jo l and Genesis Rabbah all i ndi

cate that just as a ll of the tribes fol lowed Issachar in 

halachic matters, so they follo~•:ed B«rak into 1.:>attle . Proof 

for this is brou '!,l1t from the nook of Jud~es . 20 

The Rabbis do c'I grea t deal with the bibl ical_ phrase which 

compares I ssac ha!: to an ass . Issac hc:,r ' s learning is compared 

to a burden , or it is said that he i s weighed down by his 

study . In nddition , the Hidrash relates Issachar's undisputed 

supremacy i n hal achic matters . 

One o f the Genesis Rabbah texts contains some interestin~ 

comments re~~ardin~ proselytes. One states that Issachar's 

fruit Wei~e so i :nprcss i vc that it caused people to marvel an<l 
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thus embrace Judaism, another refers to the fact that Issachar 

was an ass for proselytes, bringinn them in . None of the other 

Midrashim follow up on this i dea. This particular text appears 

to be a unique instance of the Rabbis favoring proselytiz in~. 

In addition to the already stated comparison of Torah 

and halachah to a burden, the Midrashim, with t he exception 

of Yalkut Shimoni, provide a beautiful analo1y of Torah to 

peaceful rest, uti lizing verses from Proverbs. 21 

The opening passage of the section dealin~ with Dan , 

Genesis 49 :ln-18, affords another oppor tunity to v iew the 

Rabbis perception of the tribe of Judah as the most d i s tin;', 

uished of the tribes of I s r ael. Genesis Rabbah , Midrash Tan

huma , and Mj dra sh Hagadol compare Dan to Judah as unique 2 , 10n~ 

the tribes . 

One Genes is Rabb~h tradition mentions the fP.ct that Sa~son' s 

mother was of the tribe o f Judah. Had i t not been for t his 

fact, Dan woul d never have produced a leader in Israel. 

Anothe r interpretat i on sh~red in some way by all of t he 

Midrashim co:npares Dan to God . Only Yalkut Shimoni alludes 

to the fac t that Samson , a descendan t of Dan may be compared 

to God in the role of jud,;e . The remainin~ colle ctions ~E"E 

Sac,1son as one not needing the help of any other force when 

fighting his enemies, just as God needs the hel p of no other 

entity . 



The Nidrashim concentrate on viewing the verses as 

references to Samson, various aspects of his personali t y, 
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and different periods i n his l ife . The l a r gest number of 

comments relating to Samson come in connection with the phrase 
r ' ~ r-

paralleling Samson's actions to the ways of a snake. Midrash 

Hagadol and Genesis Rabbah follow throup,h on this comparison 

quo t ing from J udges fo r support . 22 

On verse 18 , onl y Midrash Jlagadol and Genesis Rabbah 

comment . Both state that Jacob saw Samson in a vision and 

beli.eved thctt Sar:1son was the Messiah. When Jacob sees the 

viol ent dea th with which Samson mc>t 9 he utters these words 

dispara~ingl y . Another Genes is Rabbah trc>dition rel :1tcs the 

fact that Jacob reali.zed t~a t Sanson would not brin~ the redc:np

tion, hut rather someone from the t r i be 0£ Gad (the prophet 

El i jah). 

Mi rlrash Ha~a<lol and Genesi s Rabbah c l ose withe para graph 

attributed to It . Yitzhak , which is e pparently included to 

teach the virtue of patience and fortitude. In it h e states 

that cverythin ~ i s bound up wi th waitin~, hoping . Usin~ 

various scrip tural verses for support , 23 he sets out t o re

iterate what Jacob a pparentl y knew, that one must aw:-iit sal va 

t ion patiently . 

..., 
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Even the short passa3e dealing with Gad , Genesis 49:19 

has its Messianic overtones. These appear in both Midrash 

Tanhuma and Hidrash Ragadol , which speak of the prophet 

Elijah, a descendant of Gad, who will come and will raze 

the foundations of the nations. Midrash Tanhuma adds to 

this the idea that the redeemer who will come on foot will 

be of Gad . Nidrash Ha~adol, Genesis Rabbah and Yalkut Shimoni 

all speak in terms of the conquest of Canaan and the role Gad 

will play in this historic event. Midrash Haga<iol and Genesis 

Rabbah both state the fact that Gad will aid his fellows in 

the conquest of the land . Genesis Rabbah adds that when Gad 

went out to battle, he not only conquered, but slew his adver

sarics.24 Yalkut Shimoni adds to this the idea that not only 

would Gad be victorious in battle, but his victims would be 

recognizable. 'Ihe consensus of opi nion i n Genesis Rabbah 

and Mi c.trash Ha~adol is that an alien army will set out to 

despoil Gad , but instead Gad will despoil the aliens . 

Asher in Genesis 49 :20 flEtS very little attention from 

the Rab~is . Even so, they find some good words for him. His 

daughters, say Mic ras h Hai adol, :•1:!.<lrash Tanhuma and Genesis 

Rabbah, were ver:y beautiful, so much so that they were a 

Kin r, ' s <lelight . 

Midrash Hagndol and Genesis Rnbbah mention that Asher 

had a rich l and •.vhich abounded in different kinds o f oils. 
25 
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Carrying thi.s idea a little further , Yalkut Shimoni and 

another Genesis Rabbal1 text rela te that Asher suppl ied the 

oil for ano i ntin~. Here too, one might s ee a Messianic 

connection, the Messiah bein~. " the anoi nted one . '' Genesis 

Rabbah, however, ru gges ts a sli~htl y dif ferent interpretation 

read in~ ~ J t' 12 as 7'_j ltv ( , referr i n ~ to t he wearers o f 

the ci~~ht priestly ~arments, statin~ that daughters of Asher 

wc.rC' married to members of the priestly class . 

The Midrashic co;;unents on ve rse 21, which is Jee ob ' s 

b l cssin~ o f N.1 phtal i, may be divided up into three main sub 

s ~c tions . Th~ first a r e t hose r eferenc e s to t he portion o f 

Napht.1li whoge fruit w.:is said to ripen earl y and br ing grea t 

co:•1pl i mcnts. So i;ood \:a s it t !,.:c: t i t: c oul-1 turn the heart o f 

a Ki n ::• The se c o::1::1en t s a re t o b(! f o un d in Genes is Ra bbah, 

~1i1.h·.:"! s :1 T;rnhu::i:i a:1d ~[icras h ~ia :acol . Genesis 1aobah a nd 

~:i,l r.:-.sh H:, . . ·,nt!o l ;;lso .-:isn:ss L'.:c ·.:a cer r e sou r ces o f ~, a phtz l i 's 

The- sec0nd ~rour1 o :" :::mte:::- i:i l c.k~ ... l s wic:1 K.;p:1c2 li, Jacoi: 's 

s on , as a s~i f t- io0rc! cn:::- r i er. ~e i s quick co r a ce back t o 
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The third sect ion speaks of Naphtali's descendant, 

Deborah the prophetess, and how she and Queen Es ther are 

compa red to hinds. This material runs the gamut from compar

in~ the two to hinds a s far as their fab l ed actions are c on

cerned, to an anatomical compa rison o f Esther to a hind. 

The major part of this type of ma terla l is to be f ound in 

Midrash HaP,adol, in which the author seems to have compiled 

an extensive list of comparisons of Debora h and Esther to hin1s. 

The phrase··' 0k~ ,.., J.J le. \ -1' J,) ,. results in comments on 

1. The quality of Naphtali's f ruit; 2 ~ 2. The sweetness of 

the words of Deborah's song; 27 3. The people of Naphtali 

whose ton~ues were as sweet as honey in t he e:;position of 
28 

Tornh; 

by the 

the words of the Torah which had been accomp~nied 

29 
2nd • 

Jacob I s b l ess in~ of Joseph is to be f ound i n Genes is !1 9 : 22 -

2~. The r.,aterial fou~d therein can trul y be l abelled as a 

blessin~, as compared with what is found in some o f the prcce~ 

ing passa::?,es . The i1i c.!::ashic col lee t ions , however, do not fr.vor . 
Joseph by portrayinc; hirn as better~ or more ri~hteous than his 

brothers . He, too, has faults . 

A ~ood cea l of material re f lects on J oseph ' s pas t history , 

his poor re l ationship with his brothers , and his experiences 

in Egypt. Midr<'!sh Ha~.)do l and Midrash Tan huma , ci.s well as 
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Genesis Rabbah point out t ha t Joseph is a s much to blame as 

the brothers for their familial difficu lties. These collec 

tions label Joseph as the son who broke faith with his brothers , 

and whose brothers broke faith with him. 

As regards Jos~ph 's experiences in E~ypt, there are many 

negative comments to bal ance the number of statements which 

praise him. One theory set forth by Genesis Rabbah is that 

Joseph's will was broken by his mistress, Potiphar's wife. 

In addition, Genesis Rabbah nnd Midrash l'.agadol emphasize the 

pass ion which burned \.Ji thin him which ,-:as cooled by visions of 

his father and mother. In contrast, Joseph is said to have 

defied his mistress (a lso Genesis Rabbah) . He overcame the 

t empta tions o f the E-:yptian princesse s , entertainin-; no i :r:pure 

t hou3hts of them. This informa tion is ca uJht by all of t he 

coll ections . 

Joseph suf fered a t the hands of his mistress , as well as 

his brot hers u ho spoke harshly of: him . So relate I<idrash 

Ha ~adol and Genesis Ra~bah. As part of the discussion of 

har sh words , Genesis J ahbah and :'!idrash Ha~adol both contain 

moral lessons re~ardin ~ s l ander. 30 

There are other r efer ences to Joseph 's sojourn in Ecypt: 

The fact: , as related by Mi drash Hagadol, Nidrash T,mhuma and 

Genesis Rabbah , t hat Joseph c;rew by cows -- re ferrin~ to his 

interpretation of Pharaoh's dreaiOS; the reference in Genesis 
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Rabbah, attributed to R. Abun that God enlar~ed the stature 

of Joseph above the rest of his brothers; the phrase 

'(], j / j c) 1 
( seen by Midrash Ha.~adol as a 

reference to a garment of fine gold which came up upon his 

arms. 

The ~vo closin~ verses of this section , 25 and 26 , make 

up the body of J oseph 's blessin~. Midrash Hagadol, in a 

characteristic re-readin~ of the phrase r )?k. UcJi '• 

'I f-)-i?•\ I -,t J I.__ I I)-,··)" 'I reads •. l 3 e: .. as I ] ~ 

interprctin~ it to mean thnt Cod wills an end to Joseph' s 

suffed.n .?, ( 1 ! ~: meanin~ "it is enou1h") and by extension 

31 
referrin~ to the end of the suffering of the people of Israel. 

r r rJ f> 
1 r' f .J'-"J · , -,., and e 1:.--J, 1 , ')-.., .> are phr ;i ses interpr eted 

by Midrash Ha ~adol and Genesis Rabbah to refer to c;eo:iraphical 

locations ,,1ithin Joseph's terr itory . These two collections 

carry throu ch with t io interpre tations for the rhrase 

P '"' " \ ;:-, · :;,( -.J' ::>·:>;:,.. One ottdbuted to R. Luliani 

b . Tivris in the name of R. Yitzhak , states thc t J oseph will 

be b l essed in the birth of catt le. The preferred interpre ta 

tion is one attributed to R. ALba b . Zutra, sta t ed in the name 

of Samuel, which cbiims that Jacob meant by this to bless 

Rachel, Joseph's mother , who broui ht Joseph into this world and 

nursed htm. Jacob continues, says Hidrash Hap,adol and Genesis 

Rabbah, by te llin '?, Joseph tha t this blcssin,:,; surpasses any o f 

the blessi.n~s of the patriarchs. He also seems to say, us in--; 
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32 this verse in connection with a later s criptural verse , 

that Joseph will merit reward in this world a s well as the 

world to come. 

The closin~ phrase ,,,h ,-
-1 j"' 1 'j'd I is interpreted 

by Midrash Hagadol, Genesis Rabbah and Yalkut Shimoni as 

referring to the trodition that Joseph was as a Nazirite in 

that he was made distant by his brothers , and a l so in that 

he did not rlrink wine from the time he was sold into slavery 

until he saw his brothers again . Yalkut Shimoni sta tes that 

they , as well, did not d1·ink wine until they saw him a !;ain. 

One statcm,cnt in ~-tidrash Ha~adol and Genesis Rabbah closes 

this section fitfully with a statement attributed to R. 

Yitzhak of ~!ade l a which s ~es t hat in Jacob 's eyes Joseplt 

was the crmm of his brothers . 

The Midrashic treatmen t of the pas ~c~e dealing with 

Benj cmin, G~nesis li9 :27, conta ins n:c,ny of the s.:.me eler.ients 

of the earlier rnaterinl. Midrash H"qc<lol and Genesis Rabbnh 

both open ,,ith comments re~a r din~ the ~eo1raphica l situation 

of the Ho l y Temple . The Rabbis en~a ~ed in this discussion 

33 ref.er to other scriptura l verses for support . These s erve 

to explain not only why Senjar..in was chosen over the other 

tribes, hut why his portion was , in fact , chosen over his 

brother Joseph 's. The relatin~ of this scriptural verse to 

the Holy Tc1:iple, which was loca ted in the portion of l3enjmnin, 

is carried throu~h hy Mi<lrash llagadol, Genesis Rabbah ~nrl 



Yalkut Shimoni, a ll of ,;.:hich relate the second half of the 

verse to the sacrifices brought in the Temple . 

All of the collections con,1ect the verse with Ehud 
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who descended f rom Benj amin and who slew Eglon, the King ot 

Moab. There are a lso traditions in Midrash Hai;adol and 

Genesis Rabbah which state t ha t the passaP,e. refers to Saul, 

also a descendan t of Benj mnin . In addition, Midrash Hagadol, 

Midrash Tanhuma , and Genesis Rabbah share the opinion t ha t t he 

passa~e refers to Esther, a l so a descendant o f Benjamin . In 

each case the analo1y i s carried t hrou~h to t he end of the 

verse , connectin1 the verse t o di ffe rent points in the story 

o f each of these illustrious descen<lants o f Benjamin. 

Much is made o f t he power and stren~th o f the trihe of 

Benjamin, not only in ter:r.s o f the tribe as .i \,hole, but a l so 

in reference to t h :? e bov c - i:1enLionecl individuals. In connec ti.on 

wi th t his theme , Genesis R,1 h:)ah , r1ict:"ash Tonhumt1 ~nd Yalkut 

Shimoni a ll speak of the ma tchin; up of some of the tribe>s 

with riva l s , by virtue o f the co~p~rison of these tribes and 

the t y r ants to rlj Efcrent animals . JuJah, says this t r.:1di tion , 

was b l es s ed as a lion, and ,-:as thus matched up a~ains t Baby lonia 

whi ch was also co::ipar ed to a lion . Those who would fi~h t a ~ainst 

Babyl onia were descendants of Judoh ; Daniel, Hananiah , ~-fishae l 

a nd Azariah . J osep11 was ma tched up c1 ~ninst Enom (Ro::1e) bcc:n.1s c 

there is a tradition that Esau will r~ ll at t bc hands of t ~e 
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sons of Rachel. Moses sets Levi a ~ainst the Macedonians or 

Greeks . h • . d b d . 1 d . 34 
T 1.s 1.s prove ya eta1. e comparison. This 

section ends with the fact t ha t by comparing Benjamin to a 

wolf, Jacob was setting a descendant of Benjam5.n, Mordecai, 

a~ainst the Kin~dom of Medea. 

It should a l so be mentioned that a ll of t he: Midrashic 

collections have a tradition which relates the passage to 

the a gricultural produce of the tribe of Benj am~1 . 

The Midrashic treatment of the clos in~ verse, Genesis 

49 :28, be~ins with a discussion of the number of tribes -

Genesis Rabbah , Midrash Tanhuma and Yalkut Shimoni interpret 
35 

it in terms of Genesis 2S:23-2A. Midrash Tanhuma adds to 

h . h f . II 1 1135 t 1s some com.-nen ts on a nu.:n e r o : i mportant t we ves. 

Hidrash Ha ci;adol has a similar listin~ , but more si~nificcnt is 

the com.,,ent that the various l, les s fr, . .-·.s 0 ~ Isntel are sorne1-.ow 

connected by a ch0in of tradition. Eech subsequent b lessin~ 

takes up ·,,•here t he prece<lin-; one l eft off. 
37 

This tradition 

is found in Genesis Rabbah as well. 

All of t he collections set out to prove that Jacob, 

through his b l essin~s here , attempted to make all of the 

tribes equal in inc ludinP, them all and by speakinP, appropriately 

to each o f them. Midrash Ha~adol, utilizing another scriptural 

verse38adds to this concept t hat JAcob evoked God for His 

sac tion, rcquestin~ that He bless each son fittblgly. Mi~rash 
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in the other }tidrashim of matching tribes up against the 
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40 tyrants who oppressed 1 srlle 1. Midrash Tanhuma c l oses with 

t he s t atement that the sons followed Jacob ' s instructions 

regarding burial , and continues with a discussion of t he 

brothers I fears o [ Josep:1, and finall y a discussion o f the 

seven day mournin~ period. 

The precedin~ i nformation indicates that the interpretive 

material in the various coll~c tions is quite s imilar . This 

may well be evidence of an independent common sour ce , or more 

likely the f act that much of the material in the later works 

was collected fro~ the earl ier ones . In t his connection ~10 

thin,;s shoul d Pe pointed out . The first is, the collec t ions 

which share the interpretations . T~c second, t he placement 

of this informa t ion in each of the works. 

Ther e are r.-~,:, ny instances where ?!i.:lrashic collec t ions 

share tlie basic therae but c.:ontain so:ne variation f r om the 

other works. A change in anal ogy or the mention of a partic

ular rabbi in co:incc tion wi th a co;r.mcnt mrty appear to chan~e 

t he material a bit . In sornc cases , however , more drastic 

differences appear. Such is t he ca se with t he material on 

the first ve rse , Genesis 49: l. 

Mi<lrash Hagadol differs f r om the other collections in 

s tatin::; th.:1t D;inicl l.:,s t rC've l ation as Jacob dicl . The other 

collections speak in terms o[ Isaac l osing r eve l ation . So 



113 

we have the same bas ic t ext with e. major diffe1~ence. It 

is possible that Midrash Hagadol reflects anot her, earlier 

tradition , or perhaps the author o f this collection made an 

attempt t o add his own ori'1inal materia l . Whatever the case, 

h h . 11 41 e supports t e commen t scriptura y. 

It i s , in fact, not stran~e to find some new innovation 

in some of the la ter ma ter-ic1 1, particularly in terms of re

situating comments to places where they may see:n more appropri

ate. So i t is with the famous o 1/fc:. Midrash . Midrash Haq;adol 

fits the i ncident in as an a side to explain how the fina l 

confessiona l is said . From the fac t that Jacob doubted his 

sons' loyalty to the One God t he Mi drash deduces the method 

of recit ln:; t he I I~ I J Hi rlr ss h Ta11hur.1a fits it (the i ti€ 

Midrash) in as a c om.11en ta ry for r· ') ' ~\\ \\( J I I le I ~ rH.: I • 

The other collections fit it in under \ 'j -c\ •k "?) f, ' '~·, r·t , 

when God hid the reve l ation from J acob . Thus , too , ~1icrash 

Tnnhuma and Yalkut Shi.11oni use simi l ar rr.aterin l for the jnter

pretati on o f the opening verses and c l osing verses . 42 It is 

also clear that t he c l osin~ materia l in Midrash Ha~a dol para 

llels some o f the t houghts set forth in the beginning 0f the 

Midrash Tanhu~a and Yalkut Shimoni interpretations . 43 The idea 

t hat Moses woul d bless the tribes with similar b lessings is 

41_. 
s uppor ted by the nu.nerous references to Deu t eronomy 33 . 

In s ome verses t he various collections carry the same 

interpret8tions through to apply them to different par ts of ~he 
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passage. This may be found in some of the material on Reuben, 

where the idea of Reuben, the sinner is carried through from 

the opening interpretations to tl'e closing comments. This 

also appears to be the case with Simeon and Levi. Due to 

the incidents the Rabbis claim were alluded to in the openin~ 

~ords of the verse, the outcome will be the closing words o f 

45 
the verse. 

Actually , the practice of carr yin~ a theme through a 

whole b lock of ma terial is quite common in these collections . 

It may better be illustrated by using the later material which 

relates pass.iges to descendants o f the. particular tribes. 

As an example we could take the passage in which Dan is 

compared to a serpent. The RRbois t hen concentra te on co:nprr

inf, Sams on, Dan 's most illustrious descendant to a serpent, 

matc..hing up the events i n his life a n c1 his way of l ife to t he 

1 4 i; cha rac ter i stics of a sna Ke . 

Another example of t he t h~nc o f t he Midrash being carr ied 

tln:ough Rn en t i re scc t ioa is Lhc r.1ateria l relatin.~ t o Judah. 

Especially i~portant is the tt.ateria l invol vin~ a llusions t o 

the Messiah and the Messianic a ~e . This material is shared 

by a ll of the collections c:.n<l .:tnds its way into cor. .. -:.ents from 

the very he i;: , mini:; o f the co111..:1entary (in Genesis Rabbah and 

Yalkut Shi,moni) to t he ve1·y end of the ma ter ial (in Ni dr .ash 

Haga<lol and Genesis nabbah). 
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Mi.drashic srn tements on Zebul un and Jssachar present a 

good example of "travel in~; comments . 11 Midrash Tanhuma and 

one Genesis Rabhah text tell of the reason Zebulun precedes 

Issachar hE:re and how Moses blessed them, indicating the.t 

withou t Zebulun Issachar could not have sturl ied . A very 

similar comment is found in Yalkut Shimoni in the section 

dealinr. with Issachar. In a different Genesis Rabbah tradi

tion the conr.nent is situated at the end of the material deal-

ing with Issachar, as a COTT'mentary on the words' )~ otl [ I ,'1 1
, • ' · 

This is also the case with the c losing verse . Midrash 

Ha ~adol interprets (\\.1(' '(-;, i -:-io'lc. {::>,. as indica tin~ that 

Jacob states that he has b lessed t he tribes as ~uch as he can, 

and th;,t 1:oses \dll take up frc:n where he l eft off . A similar 

interpretation is ;iven by Genesis Rabbah to t ~c worcs 

r,·:.'l'-:-. 1: r)i1f, ,,..,.l "'l(l l ..1'1l5) . 

Ther e are a number of ma jor t b~mes which find their way 

into the Miura shic interj:n:-eta tion of Genes is 4 9 : 1-28. Most 

a re shared b~ all o f the coll ec tions, and other s arc characte~ 

istic of specific works . T~e tendency to relate raa terial to 

the z.:essianic a ~e or the comin~ of t he Messiah is shared by 

a ll of the collect ions equ3lly, save Yalkut Shimoni where 

such references occur only in the co~nents on Judah . Materia l 

relatini the b i bl ica l verse to some aspect of c~riculture is 

a characteristic of Genesis Rabbah, although there are some 

scattered remarks in Midrash Ha~adol and one or two in Hidrash 
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Tanhuma . The same is true for assertions of a geo3raphical 

connotRtions for ce rtain Midrashic commen ts. There is very 

little mention made of other nations, and these come , to a 

great extent, in those sections where t he Mi drash ma tches 

the t r ibes up against the various tyrants who oppressed 

I srael. 

Althou~h there a re some hal achic references made in each 

collec tion , the larr,est number are found in Genesis Rabbah 

and 1fic!rash Has;adol. 

As to the supremacy of certain tribes , it is clear that 

th!? trlbes whi ch were the most import ant were Judah, Benjamin , 

Joseph . tssachar is mentioned in this connection onl y because 

o f his reco5;nize ci supreMacy in the arec? of schola rship . 

The most prominent char acteristic s hared by nll of t he 

collections, hut ;;;os t pro:ninent in Genesis Rabbah and }liclr a sh 

Ha ~2do l are t he ref erences to other biblical characters as 

the appar ent objec t s o f the words spo~en by Jacob here: chc 

Zimri- Cozbi inc icerit , the Korah re~e l lion, the many i l lustrious 

des~end~nts o E Judah, the prophet Jonah , Samson , the prophet 

El ij a h , Debora h the prophetess , Queen Esther and Mordecai, 

and Kin.~ Saul. 

As has been shmm the placement o f the ma teria 1 may differ, 

bu t the basic themes arc essentinlly the sa~e . There is , how

ever, an area not sh~red by a ll of the works , and t hat is the 

lin·~uistics pecul iar to e2ch of the collections . Wha t is 
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significant here is not so much the l anguap,e in which the 

Midrashim were written , but rather some of the comments find 

their bases in the re-rendinr, or re-i~terpretin~ of certain 

words. The objec t here is to point out t he lncidents of this 

nature which are variants of the norm. Most prominent in this 

area is Genesis Rab bah in its observations rc3ardinr; the intro

ductory passage, the materia l on Reuben, Sir.:1eon and Levi , J udah 

47 and Asher . Some of the same mater ials appear in Mich·as1 Har,a-

d 1 ~1· d h T h l Y 11 S' ' · 
48 

'h 1 o , 1· 1 ras an uma anc a ~ut •"1 ..... 'TIOOl. . 1 , ere are fl so two 

interpretations t o be found in Hidrash Hagac.!ol on the passa~es 

deal in~ with Joseph . 49 

The bulk of t he in format ion herein cont~ined indicates 

little in the way o f difference s hP-tween t he h.:i sic p~ttcrns 

reflected in t he Hidrashic collections . It will be the object 

o f the next chapter to cenl with the common natures or- the 

materiel and the si ~nificcince of this f a,ct . 



1 . 

Foo t notes -- Ch~pter II 

All a rc va riations o f the same 
questions his son ' ~ l oyal ty t o 
assure h im with th0 s ta t ement : 

-r n k • ,) \__) 1 
-:") d I c 

bas ic t ext . 
the One God . 

I ;') (It / Q' 

Jacob 
They 

o/J ( .. 
Li s ten, Israel , t he same God i n whom you believe , we 
bel ieve . J acob r esponds by whis perin~ : . 

'. ? ~ I t:> J \ '> t I .../' \ :) J IV , I ·;::,. ) pf r. )-") ~ . 
express i n~ his t hanks to God for his c hi l dren ' s proper 
a t t i tude . 

2. Jacob i s compared t o a l oyAl servant o f a Kin~. The 
servan t addres s in~ his sons f r o~ h i s death bed be~ins 
to give t he~ the i~ format ion t o s e t themselves free . 

118 

At t his po in t , t he Kin1 appears an -:! t he servant chan~cs 
his conversation t o an impessioned plea for hi s sons ' 
devotion and l oyal ty t o t he Kin~ . 

3. Daniel 12:4 : "Bu t thou , 0 Daniel, shut up t he words , 
and sea l t he book, even t o the t ime o f the end ; many 
shall r un t o and f.:-o , and knowled~e s;-:a ll be increa sed . " 

4 . Dt>uteron'.'.>.:ry ~7 : 20 : ''Cursed be !1c t he t- li.(' t h ·.-,i t ': his 
fa t her' s wif!? ; !Je c-ai.!ZE> he h,, 1:h u~c0\·c:-e,l his father ' s 
skirt. And all t he people s:1.:: ll s .;y : ,'ir.:e n . " 

5 . "R. /lht1 co:.imcn r.ed : t he b ir.thr i 1h t \ J.'.JS no t t!li.nc ••• Did 
Jacob J O t o Lab;m [ or any s ~ve Rache l ? /,nc. wher. I wa s 
wi t h t hy , o~h2r s m·c l :,· I =:. :1ou l c !-la,·c be (.>n with R:?chc l 
instea<l . t,ow t he birthri ~h t :·,a s returned t o i ts r i c;;ht
ful owne r," 

Cl . Dechorot 4 :10 

7. Genesis '!0 :14 -16 : 11,\nd Reuben wen t in t he days of whea t 
ha r ves t , nnd f ound mandr a ke s i n the field , and ~rou~ht 
t hem unto ~ .. d s mother Lea h . Then Rach2l said t o Leah : 
"Gi ve me , l pray t liec , o f t hy s on ' s mandrakes . " And 
she s ni d unto her: "Is it a sma ll ma tter tha t thou 
hast bt ~cn a\iay my hus band? And woul 0c>s t t hou t ake 
away my s0n ' s :nandr akes a. l ::;o~ "/,nd Rache l sa i cl : "There 
f ore he ::;hall lie with t hee tonir-;ht for t hy s on ' s man
dr akes . 11 ,\ nd Jacob c .:ime fr om the fie l d in t h e e venino. , 
and Lc,•h •.•.rent out t o 1.1ce: t h i m, and said : "Tho'J must 
co:ne i n u11 t o rne ; fo r I have surely hired t hee ,,:i t h my 
s on ' s rr.an;.1 rakes ." And he l ay wi t h her t hat ni~h t . 



8 . Genesis 34 

9. Numbers 25 

10. Numbers 16 

1 l. Deuter onomy 33 : 17: -
"His firstl ing bullock, majesty i s his; 
And his horns are the horns of the wild ox ; 
With them he shall gore the peoples all of them , even 

the ends of the earth; 
And they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, 
And they are the thousands of }1anasseh. " 

12. Micirash Tanhuma, Genes is Rab1J:.h . 

13. Midrash Tanhuma , Genesi s Rahbah , Yalkt1t Shimoni. 
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14 . "From Simeon there would be the scr ibes in the s y:1.=igo~ucs 
and the students ar.d the teachers of the Mishnah from t1-te 
tribe of Levi , cnf,a~ecl in t he study of Torah in the house s 
of study." (These would be scc:-i-tered hy the natllre of the. 
profession.) 

15. Genesis 3P. 

16 . Genesis 37:2~: 
"An<l Judah sajd unto his bretl1er n : '\.Jhot pr ofit is it if 
we slay o-.n- brother a nd conceal h is blood '!" 

17. Daniel , Har-.ani.ah., ;-ii5h;:te l and ,.\zariah . naniel \~::?s saved 
fro;;'\ the l io:1 ' s den and the ot:h~rs from tl1e fiery furn~ce . 

18 . Deuterono:ny 33:lP. , 19:
' 'And of Zcbuhm he said: 
Rejoice, Zc:>t,h.n i n tl1y .~ojn~ out , 
And I ssac~a~ i r thy tents . 
They shall call peoples unto t he mountain; 
There shall t~ey offer sacrifices o( ri~hteousncss; 
For they shall suck the abundance of the seas , 
And the h i <lch.1 treasures of the sand. " 

19. Genesis Rabbnh XCVIII:11 (in the Soncino edition) 

20 . Jud~es 5:15: -
11/\ncl the pri.1ces of Issachar were wi t h Deborah ; 
As ,-,as Issac :1ar , so was Barak; 
Into the valley they r ushed forth at his fect a ♦• 1 ' 



21. Proverbs 4: 2 , Proverbs 3 : 18 
"For T give you 100d doctrine; 
Forsake ye no t my teaching . " 
"She i.s a tree of li fe to them tha t lay hol d u pon her, 
And happy is everyone that holdeth her fast ." 

22 . Selec ted verses from Judges 13 -- Judges 16 . 

23 . I saiah 26:8 , I saiah 33 : 2, Psalm 130:4-5: 
"Yea, i n the way o f Thy jutl~ent s , 
0 Lord , have we wa ited for Thee ; 
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To Thy name and t o Thy memorial is t he des ire of our soul. " 
"O Lord , be grr..c ious un to us ; 
We h;'lVe wa i tcd for Thee ; 
Be T:v)u t heir a r;n ever y r.iorninr, , 
Our sal va tion a lso in the time of troubl e . " 
"If Thou , Lor ci , shouldns t mark iniquities , 
0 Lord , who could stand? 
For with Thee there is forgiveness , 
That Thou mayest be feared ." 

24 . Deut eronomy 33 : 20: 
•~nd of Gad he said : 
Bl essc~ be He L: 1at enl ar .,etl, Gae! ; 
He dwelleth as~ lione ss , 
And tear.eth the ar:n , yea tlte crown o t t he head . '' 

25. Mi drash l!a-;adol quotes R • .Judah (S habba t r.o : 2) on vnrious 
kinds o f oil s . 

? :; • ~lidn1s'!1 Ha",ar:.ol, ~Iidrash Tanhl,~a , r.enesis Ra bbah. 

28 . Genes is Rabbah 

29 . ?•:id r ash Jla~adol 

30. Wit h re r ere.1ce to Psa ln1 120 : 4 -
"Sharp arr o·.-1s of r',e r.1i ••J •ty , 
With coals o7 broom. " 
Sl arnder is co!Tlpai-ed to sharp arrows . As arro\1S smite 
from for n:ay , so wo r ds o , slander s poken in P..o:ne are 
carrict~ ou t in Syria . Sl c1nder is also compared to a 
broom f ire . Just as 8 broom fire mny continue co burn 
fro:n within , u~o•.•~:'-t e :-:t i n ..,uished 011 the outs i.dc , .so he 
who rC'ccivcs s l;,:nc;er , may con t inl!e to burn inlJ i de thou·,h 
he a ppears outwar d ly to he p~ci(ied . 
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The re-reading of ' ! ( '·-:? ( is 
verse in J cd?,eS 5: 7(. r ~ r( _ e, ~ 

~ ') I ,:Y ~ :.I' ~ l~ _ ~ q I t ~ I' } \ " 
.. J r c ., c , ·;,> 

supported by the 

/ l~--.c9 I f--.p 
p le 'J:' ,:J pt 

"The rulers ceased in Israel, they ceased, 
Until thou rlidst arise, Deborah 
That thou dicl st ari.se a mother in Israel." 

Here we would expect to find JI ~T-Jt , but it appears 
as ~ ~ 1-_-( • 

32. Deuteronomy 33: 16 -

'.33 . 

'~nd for the precious thin1s of the earth and the fulness 
thereof, 

And the r,ood will of Hj_m that dwelt in the bush; 
Let the b l essin~ co::nc upon the head of Joseph, 
And upon the crown of the head of him that is prince 

amon~ his brethren. " 

Psa l m 84 :3 , Psal m 132: 6 , Micah 5: 1 -
"~1y soul yearnet h, yea , even pineth for 

the Lord; 
My heart and my flesh sin; for joy \mto 

"Lo, we heard of it as hein1 jn F.phrath; 
We found it in the fie l d of t h.:· wood." 

' 'But thou, Bcthlehe:n Fphrathah, 

the courts of 

the livin~ God . 

Which are l itt le to be amen~ the thousands of Judah , 
Out of: thee sha 11 one co:ne for t h unto :'·ic that is to 

be ruler i n Isr~~l ; 
Whose ~oinGs forth are from of o l d , from ancient <lays ." 

" 

34 . Levi was the third tribe, Yaccclonia was the third K:i.ni;dom. 
' 1 t.! has three l etters , I t' has three letters . 

The desc1fodants of Lev i sacrificed cows , the Macc<loni.;ns 
write with t he hum of an ox . Levi ' s descendants , t he 
Hasmonea'1S were t here,-ore pitted a ~ainst the }!acedonions 
(the Seleucid Greeks . ) 

35. The Lor<l reveals to Rach~l that she is to ~ive birth to 
twins . Tl ~ Rabbis scr,c'!ra t e the verse into parts, each 
part indicath11 t he birth o f two, a cld in ~ u p to t \.:e l vt: . 
Also, note the numer ic a l value of "j in Genesis 
25 : 22 is t we lve. 



36 . Twelve astrolog ical s:i.~11s , twel ve months of the year , 
which is equal to the order o f the world, so Midrash 
Ha~adol. Mi dr ash Tanhllma : t wel ve hours in a day, 
twe l ve hours in a night, twelve months in a year, 
twelve constellations , t ·.,elve stones in the ~arment 
o f the hi;;h priest. 

37 . Isaac l eft o ff with It. ') i' ,, . , 
J acob started with I \ ..., I' ' I . 

• Jacob ended with _A\( 5' . 
J 

Moses start ed with _../\ll , ' 

Moses ended Hith r' ·,e1c . , 
Davi d be3an with 't k'. le_ • 

38 . Psa l m 57 :3 -
"I wi ll cry unto God Most High ; 
Unto God th?. t accomplisheth it for me ." 

39. Psa l m 25:4: -
"Show me Thy ways , 0 Lord; 
Teach me Thy paths." 
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40 . The other Midrashim discuss this i nt.he ma terial dcc1 l in~ 
with Benj~min ' s ~less i n g . 

41 . Daniel 12 :4 

42. On , . [ k ;- ft ' I\'"' i' ' l , Jacob ci i s tri!::uted hc.1ors to 
each of. his sons . God dcnonstrated his a ~reer:ient \•,ith 
J acob ' s com;1ents by causin~ , ;oses to b les s the tribes 
with si~ ilar blcssin~s . 

,, )""°'\ -, f ( . •r II On ·r c. _/ '{ ') , he (Jaco~, ) 1ave Juc!ah the 
stren_c;th of a lion , Joseph t~e s tren.'; t h o f an o:, ••• 
Thus he included a ll of Lhem in the end with an approp
riate word for each o f t he:n ••• II 

43 . Interpreting Psalm 57:3 , the Rab1Jis state that Jacob 
cal l ed to God w~en he bl essed his sons, askin~ God to 
give each o f the sons what was fittin~ . 

44 . In the material on Reuben , Zebulun, tssachar , Gad , Joseph. 

45 . The comments re_'1ardin <-·, t heir misdeeds in t he sellin~ o f 
Joseph in to s l avery a.,d lhcir des true t i on of Shec!1e:n i•:ill 
result i n their bein~ poor anrl scattered . 
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46 . This is even more the c:1se in the rilllterial on Benjamin 
where the various collections use the co:n.-ncnts as refer
ences to a number of later biblical descendants of the 
tribe and follow the icie2 throu~;l-t ph rase by phrase. 

l•7. Reuben - •· '_J \ lc J''f 't"'I •,-,=:," 

4P . 

49. 

, , '~ \l e· read as connected with t he word 
mourner, one who i~1·ieves . Thus · · '__), le · · 

as "the be~innin~ of my ?,rief ." 

\ .Jlk., a 
is interpreted 

. ' "t .J' I J\ die , . , " 
inr;s yield "Nothin£ of your 

- diffc>rent ;~rD,c1:-.mtical read
sin shal l remai n . " 

Simeon and Levi -

~ :;"I 
I J ,\ -i '.'.J rt seen as corainr, from the Greek 

root \ , .., 
1 

:) ,. meanin;; s •.-.rords. 
> l '") 1e ,,...,r~ " 

"' It interpreted 
been razed. 

as a wall (for prosely tes) which 
had 

Judah - Transposition of "-:-i[.e l t l♦;:) ' to 1 (! f-;.l•to 
indicate the fac t that t lte nations would brine, r, i .?'ts to the 
Messinh. 

Asher - ' ' I 1J nf ~j .-J (l --,;._(t " " - The rcacl in~: of 
meanin~ e i ~ht , to i ndicate 

produc~<l wearers o f the ei~ht 
0~1H" - -°0,l~J(. 

that descenrlants o E Asher 

Micra£h Ha:-:aclol on ,. '"'J,lJ\ JI< 
Hiclrash T.:mhu:~D and }!i.dresi, H,"l_~;:idol on P "'J-' "'l 

1J 1• • 

and Yalkut Shi ::1oni on ·· , , \1, • , _ _,.) 

• I j ("J 
1 1 ,, seC! n as cor-1i n~ f r=> .. 1 t'.1e root ~ o , 

meanin~ fine ~o:d , to indicate the fact that Joseph wore 
gar~cnts of ~olJ • 

• • ( .::> "l ,. I\ :.;(, J' 'CI . 
1 

- ~ t read as 
that Jos eph had suf fered enough. 

enou~h , 
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Chapter III 

Conclusion 

The collec tions which have been examined ori~inate in 

different per iods and in different parts of the world. Despite 

th~se factors it hns become c l ear that they all contain a great 

deal of the same material. This fact i s worthy of further in-

vcstigation. 

It is possible to view t he ty pes o f interpretations uti

lized by t he editors of the collections as c:1arac teristic of: 

cert a in periods . Retention of any ~aterial by even the l a t e r 

collections ind icates the feelin~ t hat t!1is material was still 

relevant 8nd a pplicabl e to li fe in t he 11th throu~h 15th ccnt~ry 

l 
as well as i n the 5t '.1 and '1 t h century . The appear,mce o f m'1 ter-

i n l in early collect ions , but not in the l a te ones may be an 

indication thn t the r.1?.terial ,,:;;s deemed uni ;nportant by the late 

r edactors . In addition t here is some mnterial which appears 

in the l ater t e:-:ts which arc not t o be (ou:1d in t he earlier 

texts . This could be evidence of anot~er early tex t which is 

no l on~cr extan t. 

It coul d also indicate m t ori~i na l interprctr.tfon on t he 

pnr~ of the later edito~ . 

At this juncture it shoul d be noted that not nll o f the 

Incl.ccd there are r.1any places where the two collections cont:.iin 



completely different interpretations. This is a lso true 

of the two l a ter collections, Yalkut Shimoni a.nd ?Iidrash 

Ha3adol. 
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Altho1.11;h certain specific themes ore discernible,'- t he 

same theory applies here as applied to other data pointed 

out -- the texts share the interpretations and althou~h they 

may orif.inate in earl y times , their relevancy at l ater dates 

cannot be disputed. Therefore, the interpretations common to 

all of t he collections are technically chAr acteristic of a ll 

the Midrashim and their dates and places of ori ~in. The only 

two major thema tic ar.eas which are emrhasized in the earlier 

collections more than the l ater ones arc the 'sco::raphical and 

nnriculturrl the~es . This may be understood as rcsu l tin~ 

from the lack of fa:ni l iarity and concern 'vith the ~eography 

o f F.retz Ylsrnel, and with a ~ricultul:'e with whi.c h few Jews in 

the middle a 1es had experience . 

The Rabbis who are quoted in the collections are qenera lly 

men who flourished in the third and fourth centuries o f t he 

Co.n·non Era . The verc:city of some of the names which appear is 

doubt Eul. For the most pa rt> hoHcver, the names and the state

ment s are believabl e and f ind their way into the various collec

tions. There are many i nstances of earl y material (by virtue 

of the n:nne a ttachecl to it) being found i_n later c.-ollec tions 

but not in earlier ones . One such incident is to be found i n 

Ya l kut SM.moni . 3 Suc h instances a re evidence of other early 
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sources . Sometimes these sources are cited, and sometimes they 

are not . l1 

There a r e words and t cr.ns as well as methods which a re 

peculiar t o each of the collec tions . The l arge number of 

quotes from the Ta l mud are paralle l s to Tal:nuclic material is 

CM!:"acter istic o f Hidi·ash Ha~adol. Here , too , there i s a 

.r,ood deal of Aramaic utili zed . Genes is Rabbah contains the 

same type of ma teria 1 , but not necessari ly on t he same tc:~ ts, 

and of ten not to as ~;reat an extent. Ya l kut Shimoni uses some 

Aramaic, but it i s not as extensive as i ts use i n Midrash 

Hagadol. 

The Genesis Rabbah tex t contnins one or t vo Greek words, 

which are l abelled as such. These interpretations r emain as 

par t o l: the mat eria l in Nidr.s:1 Tan!m::w and ~fi<lr :1sh Hcgacol. 5 

There are a l so a few nan,es which re Clec t a forei~,n inf l uencer. 

which appear in Genesis Rabbah and 8;'\3in in Hi<lrash Ha,r_-,~dol. 

This t e lls l ittl e more tha.n the other data :re ~ardin~ com:non 

s ources. 

On t ha su'bject of terminol o~y. there are sevi:?ral observa

tions to be made . Despit e the corn.11on charac t er o f this w• Lole 

body o f Hidrash there a r e s o:-1e for mul ae and even i ndividual 

words which are to be f ound exclusivc- l y in certain collec tions . 

This indicates c. certain amount o f i nput on the part of the 

redac tor or edi t or . As was mentioned before, t he style oF 



drawing upon Talmudic or Mishnaic material is found in 

Midrash Hagadol and Genesis RaLbah, 
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In the same way, each of the collections has its own 

stylistic "personality.'' The use of the proem in Midrash 

Tanhuma and the reference back to other material contained 

in Yalkut Shirnoni arc marks which distin.~uish these from the 

other coll ections . 

Yalkut Shimoni utilizes a certain method of dial ozue in 

h 
7 Al · · • h · h f l t ~ text, J\ so interesting ere is t e use o t ,e term 

· i \ '"1 p::;)' t o refer to God in place o f the usual ; , ',:,. p)) 

Whether this is a ref lection o f that period 's usa~e or a 

peculiarity o f this author is unclear, 

Also curious i s one par ticular usa,~c: in }1iurasb Ha~adol. 

On the verses dealin~ with Napht~li , t his co llection does a 

gr eat dea l with a comparison of t wo heroines of the J ewish 

people. Esther and Debor ah to hinds. As part o f this compar-

ison we read : j,.,5 1i.. r 
J , , E ~ / 1 

•~n<l Esther did not 1nove her feet unti l Haman and his ten sons 

were c r uc ified .'' 

First , the bi0 l ical t ext relates t hat Haman was han:;ed , 

But aside from the disc1·ep£1ncy bet ween the ~-lidrash ,md the 

Bi~lc , and one must c on tend with the fact that Nidrash Ha-~ac~ol 

emanates f ro::i 13th century Yemen , a nd its Nosle:n inf l uenc es . 
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One might expect this of a text compiled in a Christian 

state. A possible explanation is tlwt the tradition from 

which Midrash Ha~adol dre,,: oriAinated from a Christian state 

or from Roman- occupied Palestine which knew of crucifixion as 

a means o f punislw cnt fir s t - hand . This, t hen , adds to the 

above- stated t heory that aside f rom the extant: ma terial avail

ab le today there may have been other materia l froc which the 

redactor dre\./ . 

Every step a l ong the way it has become appnrent that t:he 

texts which have been dea lt with are parallel in many respects . 

Thus it ha s become obvious t hat cert ain material common to the 

texts find their ori~in in the earlier collectio~s and are 

drmm upon by t he l Hter co llections . This holds true for much 

o f t he material to lie found in Nidrash Ha~adol nnd Yalkut 

Shimoni t ba t is also [ound i n Genesis i~abhah and / or ~:i<lrash 

Tanhuma . 1.-f~ere co;n.~1on ma ted a 1 in Gc-nes is Rab bah and t•~i drash 

Tc1.nhuma is concerned , it is conceivab l e that t hP- text was 

drawn f rom an earlier co;nmon source an<l did not neces sarily 

find its ori:;in in Genesis Rabbah and make its way into Mic!rash 

Tanhu.11a . 

As far as ma teria l in r·iidr ash Ha~a<lo l or Ynlkut Shimoni 

which does not appear in the earlier t',10 col lee t ions, it is 

quite clear that other sources were utilized . This becomes 

~ 
par~icula rly c l ea r i n some o f the Midrash Ha ~a <lo l mater ial. · 
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Ther efore , t he followin~ may be set forth as a theory for the 

sources of t he Midr ashim whi c h have been discussed: l) Ther e 

are some corn.-non tradit ions which ori~inate in the earl y collec

tions and are then borr owed by t he l ater ones . 2 ) There is 

some common source inde pendent of these collections from whic h 

the? dr aw . 3) There a re sor.ie origina l text interpreta tions t o 

be found i n each collection. 4) There is a l so some internal 

b 
. 9 

orrow1.n~. 

Despite t ha fac t t lr1 t t he Rabbis who appear in the Midrashir., 

span a nunbe r of centuries , they can be t r ea t ed a s a uni t when 

dealin"' with t heir 'ienera 1 vic\lpoin t which comes to l i o,ht 

throu-~h these t e ·ts . They set forth certai.n values wlr~ch are 

CO!;'J'T\On l y reco";!"li:.- cd as " n l~)binic va l ues" anci a r e to be f.ound 

in the rn~ j or r.::.h0inic wo t·ks . These :i_nc l ude t 1c need to s tu<ly 

Torc1!1, lOt!1c i :~1portr1:-1cc o : l ;-hor , 11 the s i ,-:ntfic~r.ce o f true 

repcnt~ncc , 12thc va lue or se l f - respect and sel ~-prcs e~vc1tion , 13 

the importc1nce or the indivi du~ l and his ri ,.~hts , 111 the oh li".a 

tions wi1:'..ch co:.e \·.'itb bcin~ a J e~, , 15 t he ur-;ency of ~,ein", a 
. 1 r. 

united peopl e , ' t l~c importance o f selC- contro1 , 17thc si,;,;nifi-

cancc o f :retz Yis r,1el , 1gt be central role that the t:essiah 

and thP- ;-iessianic ar.e pl ay in Judaism, 19 and the overri din~, 

a ll-pervas ive r o l e o f Cod in Jewish l ife and the operation 

o f the universe . 20 Al most no stone ~ocs un t urned in the Rabbi ' s 

~ttempt to re l ate t~e words o r Jacob to issues ~nd ~a ttc~s 

which concer ned peopl e in their day and Rfle , the Rabbi ' s 



interpretations so augment "Jacob's blessin~s" that they 

hold gr ea t meanin~ and significance even to our own day . 
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Footnotes -- Chapter III 

1. The dates ~cnerally accepted for the collec t ions are: 

Genesis Rahbah 400 - 500 C. E. 
Midrash Tanhuma 775- 900 C.E . 
Yalkut Shimoni 1200 - 1300 
Midrash Ha~adol 1300 - 1400 

2 . Messianic theme , rel.1tin.~ the material to other bibUcal 
characters, ha lachic references , references to a ~ricul ture 
or eeop,raphic location , the supremacy of certain tribes . 

3 . The appearance of a story about R. Natia B. Harash in the 
Ya lkut Shimoni com.rnentary on Joseph . R. :-1a tia B. Hara sh 
was a second century tanna who was knm-m a s a p,reat tzadik. 
This particular stor.y is found in none of the other collec
tions . 

4 . The comment h l 1ri in t he comr;,entar y to i-fidrash 
Hagclclol is not an unco:nrnon one . 

S. ThP. interpretalion of ,-> "' · p \ .., '::> Ii as comin~ from 
I '"' · .:::> 1' , the Greek word for sword . 

~. R. Luliani n. Turin , for instance. 

7. f·• 1c l \ 1 r ; I( _J\ I (._ ( ..... ,,)( \ 1 - ,----,:,,. .'__) •::3 tt 

l I I i I ~ { C ' _} \ ~,-.-, ( I ' l O O ') >J '( ? r 'I'\ (_ i r ::;, I y ... 

•f i . ..l'i-r'j" 1 1,l , r· •Jo~ \\ ""I \~ I_Jlt~~ (?:;i i 'j1
(. 

\

' •- 1 •1, • 1
, ( r 1,.., '· ·1<· 1.. u\ , r,-c);:::> --'"' ~ c..._r:~ l, ,( ... __) • .,I';;- ( . .J J 

[\1( , .. •~\f \Q_ \_)\ ~--- '\ . ~c)f. , ,Jll, le / :;" I :,• -;-, 
[1'1f- :_).l e\ It ~' le~ (~ .~ J (lc, ·r:_J icl~_Jr~ 

11.._jq 
---- - ") ";:) ·"l,J-.,. r ' j .), ( <. 1'-' r'f ,· " · '-? 'Jd ( (LI r- " ...,. ,((1\ 

_ G._ ' '7- T ~. '"'fllc .-.~( " J 1l~ ,"- · - · \ ;-..~ r 11, r-J-1' ~·N 

'.j ·c; r.,. .J-() ·1 ~ :" \_\ _}\ c . ._, I~ \ · [' f ur-- I;-{ I _y,~ F \c 

, • • • . • -.i r- ' 0" r :.:» 
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"For we find with Cain when he kil l ed his brother . He 
(God) said to him , ' 'Where is Abel , your brother?" He 
said to Him , "Naster of the Uni.verse , .Abel and I eac h 
brou1ht you a ~ift , his you a ccepted and mine you re
turned • •• 11 The :Ioly One said to hir.i , ''1 will tell you 
where he is." He said to Him, "Mas ter of the Universe , 
my punishment is ~reatcr than I can bear (Genesis l1: 13). 
My punishment s houl d be no ~reater than that of the 
600 , 000 who will sin before you in the desert ••• You 
wi ll [or~ive thc:r. im:ncdiatel y ••• '' At t hnt moment the 
Holy One s aid, 11If I don ' t for~ive Cain , 5.m.r,ediate.ly, 
I will lock the door to all repP.ntance ••• " 

God is portrayc<l here as ver y " human." This style is 
characteristic n~ Yal kut Shimoni and appears e l s~~here 
in the collection as we l l. 

8 . In the notes t o Midrash Ha~adol the expression 
'(14(J 1, \·~ ( "the source has d isappet1red" occurs a nu.-nber 

f 
. I 

o times . 

9. S~e Yal kut Shirnoni rH 61 (k'o ,- ) on 

\ ..._J'•· ll ?> • ·,~ t' J ·, and 

• \ I , • \ ( ...., :'.) J 'l, l ·, t' ' I 

10. This may be found in matet· ial on Issachar and e lsewhei•e . 

11. This appears as a major f actor in the trea tr.1ent o f Zcbul un . 

12. This is especial l y c l ear in the mri ter.in l on Judah , 

13. S0i1e or. I. the ma l:cria 1 on D.1n and :~enjanin . 

14. Some of the tC'l-'. ts dealin ~ with J1.1clah . 

15 . The i n t1·ocuc tory verses , amon~ others . 

v,. The comments on the npenjn~ passa ·1cs . 

17 . The material on Simeon and Levi. 

18 . All of the texts which connect parts of the bib l ica l verses 
to territory in the Land o f Israel . 

19 . Throu..,_hout the. >!iclrash:.r.i , but especially in t he materi.? l 
on Juda:, , 

20 . Thr ou~hout the sources. 

I 

I 
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